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The I Road to the Peak' Goes Thro' Sheffield 

Outdoor People now have easier 
and quicker access to the Peak 
District, from the East and South 
by using the M1 Motorway. 

Whether you are travelling from 
Leeds, Nottingham or London, 

be sure to look us up when 
passing through Sheffield. 
Ask to see our full range of 
equipment for the Rock Climber, 
Mountaineer, Walker and Skier. 
We are always pleased to give 

bryan-g-stokes 

advice on local areas and Stanage 
Edge is only 20 mins away. 
Send now for our fully illustrated 
60 page Catalogue the complete 
guide to all your equipment and 
Climbing gear. 

2 High Court 
High Street Sheffield 
Telephone Sheffield 27525 



Get off the ground 
with equipment from YHA Sales! 

• UYHA Sales 
29 John Adam Street, 
London W.C.2 

We helped th is ba lloon off the ground 
by supplying the karabiners 

(photo by courtesy of Tom Sage, Hot 
Air Club ) 

Last year we also supplied equipment for expeditions to 
Turkey, Greenland, India, Morocco and Norway - and to 
thousands of individual climbers who know where to 
find the right gear at the right price. Write for our 
catalogue, Equipment for Climbers and Cavers. 
YHA SALES, 29 John Adam Street, London W.C.2 

■----------- ------ ■ I To YHA SALES, 29 John Adam Street, London W.C.2 I 
I Please send Equipment for Climbers and Cavers (I enclose 6d. to cover postage, etc.) 

Interested in youth hostelling? Tick here for details D I 
I I 
I Name .............................................................................. ..... .. ... .......................... .. .................. ........ I 
I Address ...... .... ... ................. ... ................................................. .. .. ................ ....... ...................... .. ... .... I 
I MN 691 ............................................ .. ....................... ................. ...................... ............ .. .................. I 

■------ -----------· \ 
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A new climbing helmet, lined 
with a unique shock absorbing 
foam. Designed and handmade 
by Joe himself. Price 69/ - plus 
postage 3/ -. Obtainable from: 

The Joe Brown Shop, Menai 
Hall, Llanberis, Caernarvonshire 

Tel: 327. 

lb 
Graham Tiso tested the 
advanced design features 
of the new Joe Brown 
Extendable Sac in the 
Stauning's Alps in Greenland 
last summer. 
The sac proved to be 
excellent and its many new 
features are important 
and effective improvements 
on conventional sac 
design. 

The prices are : 
Sac £7 19s 6d 
Pockets £1 4s 9d 
Karrimat £1 Os 9d 
postage 4s 6d 

GRAHAM TISO, 

1 
44 RODNEY STREET, 
EDINBURGH. Tel. 031.556.1723 



Mountain 

Number 2 March 1969 

Information 

Games Climbers Play 

In Retrospect 

60-68 Part 2 

New Books 

Cover Photograph 

Editorial staff 

Special advisors 

EDITORIAL 

'Rocksport' recently published a spirited editorial deploring 
the general chaos surrounding the production of 
guide books in this country. It criticised the major clubs 
for their lax and narrow-minded policy towards guide 
books and for their inability to produce them rapidly. 
The difficulties inherent in the present system, which relies 
so heavily on voluntary work by experts, were pointed 
out. Pirate guide books were censured: at best they 
merely add to the confusion; at worst they could cripple 
the big clubs, already financially weak, by snatching the 
most lucrative areas. 
All this is clearly good sense and Mountain supports 
the point of view. We feel that one way to improve the 
present disorganised state of the guide book world, would 
be to have a central business and distributing organisation, 
administered by a section of the B.M.C. The guide book 
editors would then be able to delegate the tiresome 
business side of their task and concentrate more energy on 
providing a faster output of new work. Perhaps if all the 
editors could meet from time to time, other common 
improvements would develop. 
'Rocksport' is not the only magazine that is attempting to 
sting the Establishment into action. The 'Climber and 
Rambler' came out with some gritty comments in its new 
column Talkaround. It advocated a British Alpine Club, 
and sternly instructed the B.M.C. Council to knuckle under 
and produce one. Mountain also supports this point of 
view but the B.M.C. in its present state is unlikely to give 
any serious attention to such a radical proposal however. 
This organisation spends more time publishing press releases 
on what small amount of valuable work it has managed, 
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rather than thinking about the immense amount of work 
which lies ahead. Again the basic fault is a matter of 
cash. The B.M.C. officials all serve in an honorary capacity, 
and obviously they would not relish an extra work burden 
of the type demanded by the 'Climber and Rambler'. 
So what is the answer? How can British climbing avoid 
the chaos towards which it seems to be heading? 
Guide books; Mountain rescue; Guides' certificates; 
relations with foreign Alpine Clubs, and the whole problem 
of reciprocal arrangements; insurance; the entire 
field of financing and organising expeditions; all are in 
desperate need of reappraisal and improvement. 
Who is to do it ? 
Mountain feels that the B.M.C. must, with Government 
assistance, appoint a full-time National Secretary with wide 
powers to reorganise the structure at the top of British 
climbing. The B.M.C. are already planning to appoint a 
National Training Officer whose salary will be paid by 
the Government. This is not enough. The terms of 
reference of the appointee would not be sufficiently 
far-reaching, and he would be unable to tackle the root 
problems we have mentioned. If climbers really want a 
strong central organization, they should ensure that their 
club representatives to the B.M.C. exert the maximum 
pressure to this end. One point needs stressing however. 
The person who is to hold the sort of post that we have 
mentioned must not only have a thorough knowledge of 
the climbing world, but must also be a very high calibre 
administrator. If such a person can be found and be paid 
to answer our problems, we can all get on with some 
climbing and forget about politics. 
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Information 
Fitzroy climbed by a new route. Jones, Chouinard, Tejada-Flores, 
Dorworth and Thompkins succeed after eight-week seige. 

The Californian expedition to 
Patagonia succeeded in climbing 
the S.W. Buttress of the 
Fitzroy on December 20th, 1968. 
Chris Jones writes: "The 
route follows the original French 
route as far as the Breche de 
los ltalianos. It then climbs the 
S.W. Buttress, rising above the 
Aguja de la Silla. Yvonne 
Chouinard, Lito Tejada-Flores, 
Doug Thompkins, Dick Dorworth 
and I left an ice cave on the 
breche at 2.0 a.m. on December 
20th and reached the summit at 
8.0 p.m. on the same day. 
We bivouaced on the descent, 
and returned to the ice cave at 
12 noon the following day. 
There were 1 7 roped pitches 
on the climb. 
"Patagonia provided its usual 
atrocious weather: we never 
had more than three climbing 
days in a row, and had a total of 
only nine good days throughout 
our two-month stay. At one 
stage we spent 14 days in a cave 
on the breche, sitting out a storm.'" 
The party made its way slowly 
through Latin America before 
reaching Patagonia, surfing in 
Mexico and Peru, and ski-ing 
in Chile. The group completed 
their ambitious programme by 
filming the whole journey and 
the entire ascent of the Fitzroy. 
Correspondent: Jones 

Craig Meaghaidh Bothy 

This summer should see another 
attempt by the Glasgow section of 
the Junior Mountaineering Club 
of Scotland to erect a shelter 
below Craig Meaghaidh. 
There have been several previous 
attempts to do this. Originally, 
faced with landlord hostility, the 
club spent two summers building 
a clandestine stone bothy using 
local materials, but a stalker 
discovered this by accident, and 
the plan had to be abandoned. 
In 1967 there was a change of 
attitude by the owners and the 
club obtained permission to 
place a fibreglass workman's hut 
below the cliffs. A convoy of 
climbers laboured across the 
moorland carrying the 
cumbersome sections of the hut. 
They built a platform of joists 
and fixed the hut on top, 
securing it with heavy stones laid 
on the joists, but the wind blew the 
hut apart in a severe hurricane 
a few weeks later. 
If the club is more successful with 
its plans this year, climbers 
who were previously deterred by 
the four-mile approach-walk will 
have shelter close to one of the 
finest winter cliffs in Scotland. 
Other popular Scottish winter 
cliffs all have shelter nearby. 
Ben Nevis has the C.I.C. hut 
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The Fitzroy 11,073ft. the highest mountain in Argentina. Routes marked•-·-· S . W. Buttress, Dec. 1968. 
Chouinard, Tejada-Flores, Dorworth, Thompkins and Jones. -- The Original route 1952. Magnone 
and Terray. ---x The farthest point reached on the S.E. Buttress, Jan. 1968. French Expedition. 
Photo from a colour slide by Frank Cochrane. 



Sea Cliff traversing at Torbay Robbins rescues Harding on Half Dome 

The Traverse of Torbay. Left: Peter Biven on a tyrolean on the 

Right: John Cleare on the Magical Mystery Tour. 

Watchtower traverse. 

Photos: Biven 

which was recently modified to 
provide more accommodation. 
The improvements were carried 
out by Ian Clough. Lochnagar is 
served by the Gelder Bothy which 
was improved recently; it is 
owned by the Crown. Loch Avon 
has the famous Shelter Stone 
which has accommodated 
thousands of climbers and 
ramblers over the years. 
There are scores of other bothies 
and huts throughout Scotland, 
although some are constantly in 
need of renovation as climbers tear 
down the woodwork to make 
fires. This has resulted in 
everything being rebuilt in 
concrete or corrugated iron, a sad 
reflection on the latent vandalism 
of the climbing community. 
Correspondent: Peet 

Scottish Guide Books 
After years of delay, the Scottish 
Mountaineering Club, through its 
newly formed subsidiary, the 
Scottish Mountaineering Trust, 
has announced an impressive 
programme of guidebook 
production. Several general hill 
walking guides are already in 
print and seven new climbing 
guides in plastic covers are 
scheduled to appear in 1969. 
This is a great step forward. For 
the first time a major British 
climbing club is keeping editorial 
and financial control of its 
guide books while at the same 
time using an up-to-date, 
commercial organization, in this 
case West Col Productions, to gain 
maximum marketing efficiency. 
Enquiries to: 
West Col Productions, 
1 Meadow Lane, Goring, 
Reading, RG8 OAP, England. 

Sea Cliff Traversing 

The development of seacliffs has 
added an interesting new 
dimension to climbing. It all 
started on Swanage. Climbers 
found that if, instead of 
ascending the cliff, they traversed 
its base near the waterline, 
thousands of feet of enjoyable, 
and often very difficult, climbing 
could be obtained. Sometimes 
the traverses became impossible 
when smooth-sided or undercut 
inlets barred the way. At such 
points one of the party would 
swim across to the next 
assailable spot, and fix the rope. 
The others would then follow 
by aerial ropeway, commonly 
referred to as a 'Tyrolean·. 
John Cleare, photographer, 
impresario of TV climbing 
extravaganzas, and habitue of 
Swanage, and Rusty Baillie, of 
Eiger and Old Man of Hoy fame, 
have been instrumental in 
developing this new craze. 
Their first big expedition was 
the Traverse of the Gods. 
This provided a total of 2,000 ft. 
of mixed climbing and scrambling, 
rope swings, Tyroleans, and 
delightful interludes swimming 
among poisonous jellyfish . 
Baillie and Cleare then visited 
Berry Head near Torquay and, 
being somewhat overawed by 
the intimidating routes above, 
added another traverse: Magical 
Mystery Tour. This is rather 
harder than the Swanage route, 
involving A2 pegging on the 
descent and another risky plunge 
into a choppy and infested sea. 
Peter Biven and Frank Cannings, 
the local Berry Head experts, 

were so intrigued by this 
excursion that they started to 
traverse all the cliffs in Torbay, 
linking them up into one big 
expedition. Biven commented : 
"The whole of Torbay, a distance 
of about six miles, has now 
been traversed. Several sections 
give exceedingly fine climbing. 
Magical Mystery Tour, Bathos, 
and the Watchtower traverse at 
Torquay, are particularly worthy 
of note. The climbing standard 
varies, but is usually about 
very severe. The zawns present 
amusing problems with a 
variety of solutions: lassoing 
rock spikes, Tyrolean traverses, 
pendules, and occasionally a 
short swim. This activity is 
more akin to a long mixed 
route in the Alps (snow and ice 
being represented by the sea), 
than to the traditional English 
rock climb." 
Sea cliff traversing, though it 
bears little apparent resemblance 
to mountaineering proper, is 
nevertheless catching on. 
Joe Brown and Ed Ward 
Drummond traversed from Castell 
Helen to South Stack, Anglesey, 
last summer, and Brown has 
linked Wen Slab with the easy 
traverse of Craig Gogarth. 
Anglesey is the next obvious 
place for a mammoth traverse of 
the Torbay type, say from 
Castell Helen round to the 
Holyhead breakwater -
approximately four miles. Perhaps 
wet suits and inflatable rubber 
bivouac dinghies will soon 
become essential pieces of 
equipment for any ambitious 
climber. 

Correspondent: Biven 

Attempt on the S. Face 
of the Half Dome 

The 2,000ft. South Face of 
Half Dome, one of the few 
unclimbed walls in Yosemite, 
was attempted last November 
by Warren Harding and Galen 
Rowell. The pair were on the 
wall for seven days, the last 
three in a blizzard. Eventually 
they were rescued by a team 
that had reached the summit by 
helicopter. Royal Robbins, 
carrying food and equipment, 
managed to reach the climbers, 
and all three prussicked up 
fixed ropes to safety. 
Warren Harding, one of the great 
Yosemite innovators. led the 
team that first climbed the 
Nose on El Capitan. On Half 
Dome he was using a new 
technique known as 'bat
hooking'. Greater speed can be 
achieved on bolting sections 
by drilling ½in. holes and 
inserting cliff-hangers 
(skyhooks). This technique 
saves a lot of effort, as normal 
bolts require 1 ¼in. holes. At one 
point Harding used eight 
bat-hooks in a row before 
inserting a bolt - "Bat-hooks 
require a certain cool". 
Harding and Rowell also used 
a new type of hammock on 
the climb. The hammock, which 
Harding calls a 'bat-tent', 
hangs from a single point of 
support. It can be totally 
enclosed and is considerably 
more comfortable than a 
conventional mountaineering 
hammock. 

Correspondent: Jones 
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Information - continued 

New climbs on Llech Ddu and Scafell East 

Llech Ddu. 1. Iota, V.S. The Holliwells. 2. Gytrack, X.S. The Holliwells. 2a (hidden) Askant Chimney, D. 
3. Skid Row, H. V.S. The Holliwells. 4. Herostratus, X.S. The Holliwells. 5. Endor, X.S. Alan Bell and 
John Clements. 6. Venom X.S. The Holliwells. 7. Great Corner X.S. John Clements and Dave Potts. 
8. Zenith, X.S. The Holliwells. 9. Cupid's Inspiration, H. V.S. The Holliwells. 10. Central Route, V.S. George 
Dwyer and Dick Morsley. 11. Scarface, X.S. The Holliwells. 12. The Groove, X.S. Julian Anthoine and 
Ian Campbell. 13. Blitzkreig, X.S. The Holliwells. Photo: Ken Wilson 

Scafell. East buttress, right-hand section. New routes marked in dotted lines. 
1. Armageddon H. V.S. 2. Moon-day H. V.S. 3. Minotaur H. V.S. 4. Overhanging Wall V.S. 
4a. White Slab variation V.S. 5. May Day Climb H. V.S. 6. May Day Direct H. V.S. 7. Dyad X.S. 
8. Mickledore Grooves V.S. 9. Leverage X.S. 10. Fulcrum V.S . 11. Chartreuse H. V.S. Photo: John Hartley 
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The Development 
of Llech Ddu 

As reported in the last issue of 
Mountain Craft (October 1968), 
the Halliwell brothers found a 
whole crop of new routes on 
Llech Ddu in 1967 and 1968. 
Coming immediately after the 
intensive development of 
Anglesey, one cannot help 
wondering whether these new 
routes will achieve a similar 
popularity; the steep unclimbed 
rock between them may also 
yield new climbs in a second 
wave of development, after the 
information is published. 
Llech Ddu was a very overgrown 
and repellant crag before it came 
under detailed scutiny for 
modern routes. The first major 
discovery was in 1947, when 
George Dwyer and Dick Morsley 
climbed an obvious slabby groove 
in the centre of the cliff and 
continued up relatively easy but 
loose rock to the top. They 
named this climb Central Route 
(V.S.) . 
In the fifties two small routes, 
Wit and Humour, were added on 
the right-hand side of the crag, 
but there were no further 
attempts at the steep and 
overgrown centre section of the 
cliff. 
In the sixties, the instructors from 
Ogwen Cottage visited the crag 
and took note of several possible 
lines. The best of these was a 
long groove above and just to 
the right of Central Route. 
Eventually Julian Anthoine, 
better known to Welsh regulars as 
"Mo", and Ian Campbell 
succeeded in reaching the groove 
and climbing it. The ascent was 
completed in very greasy 
conditions, and much gardening 
was needed. A good deal of 
extra aid was required for 
gardening under these conditions, 
and unfortunately the climbers 
wrote into the description every 
sling and peg they used, many of 
which were dispensed with on the 
second ascent. Tony Moulam, 
in the Carnedds guide, criticised 
Anthoine and Campbell for 
this, but subsequent opinion has 
tended to support the climbers. 
The Groove is now considered 
one of the really top-class 
Welsh routes. 
The next climber to look seriously 
at the crag was John Clements. 
Together with Alan Bell and 
Dave Potts, he excavated three 
more routes from the vegetation . 
The finest of these was a huge 
corner, set in the dripping upper 
section of the crag. They reached 
it by climbing a treacherous grass 
ramp that runs up diagonally 
across the centre of the cliff. The 
corner itself was choked with 



Haston comments on new Eiger routes 

vegetation. Clements and Potts 
cleared a wall of grass 50ft. high, 
revealing superb rock beneath . 
The route was called Great 
Corner; it is rather like Cenotaph 
Corner with another pitch on top. 

The next route, Commuter's Crack, 
a climb that is rapidly becoming a 
classic, was climbed by Mike 
Hatton, Trev Jones, and Tony 
Moulam during guidebook 
explorations on the cliff. 

Then came the Halliwell brothers. 
Originally there were three 
of them, but the third, a non
climber, after a thrilling weekend 
being conducted up Vector and 
Great Corner by his brothers, opted 
for the less precarious pleasures 
of the East End of London. 
Les and Laurie started to pick 
away at the cliff. In 1966 they 
found Venom and Iota. The 
former was a free "Sloth" -like 
overhang in a very exposed 
situation. 

In 1967 they climbed Scarface, 
between Central Route and 
The Groove. The first two pitches 
of Central, followed by the 
third of Scarface and the fifth 
of The Groove, make a really 
superb route that is good V.S. all 
the way. 

1968 was the big year for 
exploration on the cliff. The 
Holliwells discovered six more 
routes. Blitzkreig, a line of similar 
length to the Groove, but of 
greater difficulty, involved the 
brothers in a mammoth piece of 
gardening. Loads of vegetation 
and rocks were disgorged from the 
cliff as they progressed. The huge 
heap at the bottom of the crag 
brought the wrath of the Nature 
Conservancy on to the brothers, 
and their later explorations 
were accordingly concentrated on 
less vegetated rock. 

Their most outstanding 
achievement, in terms of difficulty 
and seriousness, is Herostratus. 
On this climb, Laurie Halliwell, 
having ascended a diagonal 
traverse across a very loose wall, 
broke through an overhang and, 
quivering on an old peg, found 
himself below the crux of 
Endor which had been led a few 
years previously by Alan Bell. 
After a brief pause he attacked the 
rock above, but the vital holds 
came away in his hands and 
he was only just able to grasp the 
peg and get down. Another 
attempt on a slightly different line 
resulted in further disintegration of 
the cliff and another hurried 
retreat. Standing bridged in 
front of the peg, Halliwell was 
horrified to see that it moved. He 
gave it a slight tug and it slid 
effortlessly out of the crack. 

The route was completed with 
great difficulty by a very chastened 
climber. 
The Holliwells are not ones to 
promote their own routes, and it is 
hard to get a balanced judgement 
on the standard of their new ones. 
There is, however, one clue: 
after a day on Cloggy, when they 
had climbed Vember and 
Woubits, Laurie was heard to say, 
"You know Les, people are going 
to find those routes on Llech Ddu 
quite hard". It remains to be 
seen whether his remark is 
justified. 
Route descriptions can be found 
in New Climbs 1969, published by 
the Climbers' Club at 7s. 6d. 

Lake District Climbing Notes 

The publication of the Scafell 
Guide has brought several gaps 
to the notice of habitues. 
Three new routes have been led on 
the East Buttress. Dyad XS, by 
K. Jackson, takes a very steep line 
just left of Leverage. 
Unfortunately it required several 
slings for aid, unlike Fulcrum, just 
right of Leverage, which 'went' 
at middle VS. Also totally free was 
Minotaur by S. Clarke and 
G. Oliver. This follows the 
undercut groove between 
Overhanging Wall and Moonday, 
and, surprisingly, is only hard VS. 
Pike's Crag has yielded three 
new routes: the corner just 
right of Grooved Arete, 230ft. 
mild VS by R. Valentine; 
Osiris, 180ft. mild VS; and Isis, 
200ft. VS. by I. Roper. Two 
previously unrepeated routes, 
the Nazgul on Scafell Crag, and 
Hydra on Esk Buttress, have both 
had second ascents. The latter 
was repeated by Austin, using only 
one peg. It is certainly the 
hardest route on Esk Buttress. 
A companion route to the Tomb 
has been made on Gable Crag 
by S. Clarke, near Mallory's Slab. 
It is said to be very hard indeed. 
On Pillar Rock, T. Martin has 
ascended the leaning groove 
overlooking Sheol (Black Widow, 
320ft. XS). Considerable aid was 
required from pegs. 
The thoroughness with which 
Austin explored Langdale is amply 
demonstrated by the fact that 
only one route of importance has 
since been made. The climb, 
Gillette (on Neckband Crag) goes 
up the gangway to the left 
of Razor Crack. It shows at what 
level the next major 
explorations in the valley will be 
carried out. Ken Woods, who led 
the route, declared it one of the 
hardest leads of his career, 
although this year he has done 
such routes as Daurigol, Ichabod 
and Leverage. 

Correspondent: Roper 

The North Face of the Eiger. 1. The Lauper route. 2. The N.E. Face. 
3. The Polish route. 4. The Harlin route. 5 . The Nordwand, original 
route. 

Eiger North Pillar 

Since our last issue we have 
received more detailed 
information about the new routes 
on the Eiger. Dougal Haston 
writes: 
" Thissummertwo new routes were 
done on the N.E. (Lauper) face of 
the Eiger. For both parties, 
the problem in mind was the North 
Pillar which buttresses the N.E. 
face and the Nordwand. 
" First in action, on July 28th, were 
the four Poles. Their point of 
attack was to the left of the direct 
route on the Nordwand. They 
climbed as far as the first band to 
the left of Eigerwand station 
before traversing left on to the 
crest of the pillar, above the first 
steep section. Another day was 
spent reaching the Lauper route, 
on whose upper ice field exit was 
finally made. The summit was 
reached on July 31st, and a 
fourth bivouac was made on 
the descent. The difficulties were 
graded at 4 or 5, with one 
artificial pitch in the central 
section. Thus, although they did 
climb the Eiger from bottom to top, 
the Poles broke little new ground, 
and their attempt on the North 
Pillar lacked seriousness. 
"Meanwhile a strong German
Tyrolean party had started on the 
morning of the 30th. They took 
a line between the Lauper route 
and the crest of the Pillar, 
continuing to the top with two 
uncomfortable bivouacs. In their 

own opinion 'a good mixed 
route, similar in length and 
surroundings to the Nordwand, 
but not nearly so serious. In good 
conditions it should go in a day, 
and it would be an excellent 
training route for North Face 
candidates·. In my opinion this 
is a fine line, but though it is 
claimed as the North Pillar it 
should really be called another 
North East Face route. As such it 
looks a much safer line than the 
Lauper, being sheltered from the 
avalanches which often pour 
down the latter route. The North 
Pillar proper? Now there's a 
thing." 
It is worth noting that the two 
South Tyrolean brothers on the 
N.E. Face, Rheinhold and 
Gunther Messner, are rapidly 
making a name for themselves in 
the Alps. Together with another 
brother they have put up new 
routes throughout the Eastern 
Alps, and also made the first winter 
ascent of the North West Rib of 
Monte Agner. Their most 
outstanding achievement last 
season was the ascent of two 
great North Face ice routes 
in the Bernese Alps in one day. 
The routes in question were 
the North Face of the 
Gletscherhorn and the North West 
Face direct on .the Ebnefluh. 
Both 3,000ft. routes were climbed 
in a total time of 6½ hours. 
Normal times would total 18-22 
hours. 
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Information - continued 

Huandoy Sur failure, report explains why Trans Scotland Walk 

The Trans Scotland Walk 

On November 8th, 1968 six 
members of the R.A.F. Kinloss 
Mountain Rescue Team started the 
Trans Scotland Walk. The team 
which was led by John Hinde 
followed an itinery which took in 
many of Scotland's highest peaks, 
starting at Ben Hope in the north 
and ending at Ben Lomond in the 
south. The route went through 
Sutherland and Wester Ross, 
down Glen Affric and over the 
Ben Nevis group, the Mamores, 
then across the Devil's Staircase to 
the head of Glencoe. From here 
the group climbed two of the 
Blackmount Munros before 
heading towards Crianlarich and 
finally arriving on the summit of 
Ben Lomond 19 days after leaving 
Ben Hope. 

During the walk the party was 
occasionally reinforced by other 
members of the Kinloss team, but 
most of the party that had started 
at Ben Hope completed the 
328 miles of walking, 43 Munros, 
and 90,750ft. of ascent that the 
itinery involved. On the whole 
the weather was poor, with thick 
cloud and high winds on many of 
the summits, but the party was 
lucky in Wester Ross and had 
fine sunny weather and 
temperature inversions on many of 
the ridges. 

After each day they slept in 
barns, outhouses, or bothies, 
usually in comfort but Hinde 
recalled one particularly 
unpleasant night in a garage at 
Greenfield . "Despite a complete 
duvet suit and duvet socks all 
covered by a lightweight sleeping 
bag, I was still desperately cold" 
he said. 

The Munros ascended were: 
Ben Hope, Conival, Ben More 
Assynt, Seana Braigh, Eididh nan 
C!ach Geala, Meal! nan 
Ceapraichean, Cona'Mheall, Beinn 
Dearg, Beinn Liath Mhor 
Fannaich, Sgurr Mor, Meall 
a'Chrasgaidh, Sgurr nan Clach 
Geala, Sgurr nan Each, Fionn 
Bheinn, Sgurr Fhuar Thuill, 
Sgurr a'Choire Ghlais, Carn nan 
Gobhar, Sgurr nan Ruidhe, 
An Riabhachan, An Sochach, 
Sgurr na Lapaich, Carn nan 
Gobhar, Toll Creagach, Tom 
a'Choinich, Carn Eige, Mam 
Sodhail, Sron a'Choire Ghairbh, 
Meall Na Teanga. 

Aonach Mor, Aonach Beag, 
Carn Mor Dearg, Ben Nevis, 
Mullach nan Coirean, Stab Ban, 
Stob Caire a'Chairn, 
Na Gruagaichean, Meal! 
a'Bhuiridh, Clach Leathad. 
Beinn a'Chleibh, Ben Lui, Beinn 
Oss, Beinn Dubhcraig, Benmore, 
Am Binnein, An Caisteal, 
Beinn Chabhair, Ben Lomond. 
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Cordillera~ Blanca: Expedition 

Whillans, Bathgate, MacEacheran 
and Robertson made an 
unsuccessful attempt on the 
3,000ft. South Face of 
Huandoy Sur in June/July 1968. 
They spent a fortnight 
reconnoitring and establishing 
three camps, the last a snow cave 
just below the Face at 18,000ft. 
A 45 ° snow ramp, 1,500ft. long, 
leads up to the centre of the 
Face. By July 11th., this had 
been fitted with fixed ropes. 
From the top of the ramp 
three possible routes could be 
seen. 

The central route was that 
eventually chosen. To the right, 
the rock was bad and 
continuously overhanging. The 
third possibility was probably 
the best, but began some 
400 feet to the left of the ramp 
and looked extremely long and 
devious. All three routes 
involved climbing on bad rock 
which was mainly vertical or 
overhanging. The hardest 
climbing was evidently going 
to be between 19,700 and 
20, 100ft. The plan was for 
Bathgate and Robertson to 
spend the next two days on the 
problem, descending to a 
bivouac spot each night. But 
this was not to be. The rock 
traverse above the ramp proved 
unjustifiably dangerous, and 
the climb had to be abandoned. 

The Expedition's conclusions 
in their report are as follows: 

1. It is recommended that any 
future party be equipped with at 
least 2,500 feet of fixed rope. 

2. The Expedition was short of 
man-power. It is recommended 
that a team of six climbers 
would be a minimum-sized 
party. 

3. Weather conditions on the 
Face were as follows: a 
negligible amount of sun, 
moderate stone fall, moderate 
fall of ice fragments, constant 
spindrift which became severe 
after snow fell, moderately 
strong winds. 

4. General weather pattern : 
during the 1968 season, the 
weather in the Cordillera Blanca 
was poor and numerous parties 
failed on oft-climbed peaks. 
The effects of the weather on 
this attempt on the South Face 
were negligible however: three 
days were lost because the 
weather prevented climbing . 

An Argentinian expedition 
arrived to attempt the face in 
mid-July, but abandoned the idea 
after a preliminary observation 
of the face. 

Haundoy Sur, south face. The top of the Ice Ramp. 



Games Climbers Play 
This article, which originally 
appeared in the American Journal , 
Ascent, has become something 
of a modern classic in climbing 
literature. 

by Lita Tejada-Flores 

Reality is the apparent absence of contradiction . 
Louis Arragon, Le Paysan de Paris. 

What I should like to propose in this article is not a 
new answer to the basically unanswerable question: 
"what is climbing?" but rather a new way of talking and 
thinking about it. Climbing is not a homogeneous sport 
but rather a collection of differing (though related) 
activities, each with its own adepts, distinctive terrain , 
problems and satisfactions, and perhaps most important, 
its own rules. Therefore, I propose to consider climbing in 
general as a hierachy of climbing-games, each defined 
by a set of rules and an appropriate field of play. 

The word game seems to imply a sort of artificiality 
which is foreign to what we actually feel on a climb. The 
attraction of the great walls, above all, is surely that 
when one is climbing them he is playing "for keeps". 
Unlike the player in a bridge game, the climber cannot 
simply lay down his cards and go home. But this does 
not mean that climbing is any less a game. Although 
the player's actions have real and lasting consequences, 
the decision to start playing is just as gratuitous and 
unnecessary as the decision to start a game of chess. In 
fact, it is precisely because there is no necessity to climb 
that we can describe climbing as a game activity. 

The obstacles one must surmount to gain the summit 
of Indian Rock in Berkeley or the Hand at Pinnacles 
National Monument are scarcely on the same order of 
those defending the West Face of Sentinal Rock in 
Yosemite or the North Face of the Eiger. And the personal 
satisfaction of the climber upon having solved each of 
these problems could hardly be the same. As a result 
a handicap system has evolved to equalize the inherent 
challenge and maintain the climber's feeling of achievement 
at a high level in each of these differing situations. 
This handicap system is expressed through the rules of 
the various climbing-games. 

It is important to realize at the outset that these rules 
are negatively expressed although their aim is positive. 
They are nothing more than a series of "dont' s": don't 
use fixed ropes, belays, pitons, a series of camps, etc. The 
purpose of these negative rules is essentially protective 
or conservative. That is, they are designed to conserve the 
climber's feeling of personal (moral) accomplishment 
against the meaninglessness of a success which represents 
merely technological victory. 

Let us take as a concrete example the most complex 
game in the climbing hierarchy - bouldering. It is complex 
by definition since it has more rules than any other 
climbing-game, rules which prohibit nearly everything 
- ropes, pitons, and belayers. All that is left is the individual 
standing in front of a rock problem. (It should be noted 
that the upper belay belongs to practice climbing, that 
is, training for any of the climbing-games). But why 
so many restrictions? Only because boulders are too 
accessible; they don't defend themselves well enough. For 
example, it would be an absurdity to use a ladder to 
reach the top of a boulder in Fontainbleau, but to use 
the same ladder to bridge a crevasse in the Khumbu 
lcefall would be reasonable since Everest defends itself 
so well that one ladder no longer tips the scales toward 
certain success. Thus the basic principle of a handicap is 
applied to maintain a degree of uncertainty as to the 
eventual outcome, and from this very uncertainty stems the 
adventure and personal satisfaction of climbing. 

More generally, I discern a complete spectrum of 
climbing-games, ranked according to the complexity (or 

Although it has been published 
already in this country in the 
Alpine Journal, we feel that 
the issues it raises have relevance 
to every level of climbing and 
the article therefore deserves a 
wider audience. 

number) of their rules. The higher one goes on the scale, 
the more inaccessible and formidable become the climber's 
goals, and, in consequence, he need apply fewer 
restrictions to conserve the full measure of challenge 
and satisfaction inherent in the climbing-game he is 
playing. At the top of the hierarchy we find the 
expedition-game, which, although complicated to organize 
and play, is formalistically speaking, the simplest game of 
all, since virtually nothing is forbidden to the climber. 
The recent use of airplanes and helicopters exemplifies the 
total lack of rules in the pure expedition-game. 

While variant games have arisen in isolated and special 
circumstances in different countries, one can distinguish 
the following seven basic climbing games. 

1. The Bouldering Game: We have already discussed 
bouldering, but one should note that the basic bouldering 
rules eliminate not only protection but also companions. 
The boulderer is essentially a solo climber. In fact, when 
we see solo climbing at any level of difficulty it 
represents the application of bouldering rules to some 
other climbing-game. Aside from that, this game is found 
in every country where climbing exists, although the 
number of climbers who specialize in it is relatively small. 

2. The Crag Climbing Game: Crag climbing as a 
pure game form has doubtless reached its highest form 
of expression in the British Isles. It is practiced on cliffs 
of limited size - routes averaging one to three pitches in 
length. Because of their limited size and the large 
amount of time at the climber's disposal, such routes are 
not imposing enough to be approached with the full 
arsenal of the climber's tools (though they may contain 
moves as hard as those of any climb). Fundamentally 
the game consists in climbing them free with the use of 
extremely well-defined and limited protection. The use 
of pitons is avoided or, in special cases, standardized at 
an absolute minimum. Pure crag climbing is scarcely 
practiced as a game in this country except in areas such 
as Pinnacles National Monument, where the rock is 
virtually unpitonable. There are, however, a number of 
areas in the States, such as the Shawangunks, where the 
crag game could be played with more rigor. 

3. The Continuous Rock-Climbing Game: This is 
the game that most California climbers know best. It 
differs from the crag game in allowing the full range of 
rock-climbing equipment to be used at the discretion of the 
climber as well as allowing the use of direct aid. 
Fundamentally this game should be played on longer, 
multi-pitch climbs whose length puts a kind of time limit 
to the mechanical means that a climber can employ 
and still reach the top. Shorter climbs, should still be 
approached as more complex games with stricter rules. 

4. The Big Wall Game: This game is practiced not 
only on the bigger Yosemite walls but in the Dolomites and 
elsewhere. It is characterized by the prolonged periods 
of time spent on the walls and by the fact that each 
member of the party does not have to climb every lead 
(e.g., different climbers may prusik with loads on different 
days but are still considered to have done the entire 
climb). The full technical and logistic equipment range is 
allowed. In the modern big wall game fixed ropes to 
the ground and multiple attempts to prepare the route 
are no longer allowed (see part 11), and a rigorous 
distinction is still made between free and artificial moves 
and pitches. 
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Games Climbers Play 

5. The Alpine Climbing Game: In alpine climbing 
the player encounters for the first time the full range of 
hostile forces present in the mountain environment. In 
addition to problems of length and logistics he meets 
increased objective dangers in the form of falling rock, bad 
weather and extreme cold, and bad conditions such 
as verglas. All this leads to a further relaxation of formal 
rules since success in the game may often include merely 
surviving. In alpine climbing the use of pitons is avoided 
wherever possible because of time loss in situations 
where speed means safety, but where pitons are used there 
is a tendency to use them as holds also. Thus the 
rules of this game do not require one to push all leads 
free. The restrictions upon the player are more determined 
by the nature of the mountain and the route than 
by a set of rules which he accepts in advance. 

6. The Super-Alpine Game: This is the newest 
climbing-game to appear and is not yet completely 
understood. It rejects expedition techniques on terrain 
which would traditionally have been suitable for it. Its 
only restrictive rule is that the party must be self contained . 
Any umbilical-like connection in the form of a series 
of camps, fixed ropes, etc., to a secure base is no 
longer permitted. This rule provides a measure of 
commitment that automatically increases the uncertainty of 
success, making victory that much more meaningful. 
Often the major alpine routes under extreme winter 
conditions provide suitable terrain for super-alpine climbs. 
Some of the early, classic super-alpine routes were the 
South Face of Aconcagua, the ascent of Cerro Torre by 
Egger and Maestri, and the first winter ascent of the 
Eiger North wall. 

7. The Expedition Game: I have already mentioned 
the lack of rules in this game, but I wish to point out 
that there are still differences of personal involvement 
on the part of the players from expedition to expedition. 
For example, members of the German Broad Peak 
expedition who packed all their own loads up the mountain 
were, in a sense, playing a more difficult game than the 
usual Himalayan expedition that moves up the mountain 
on the backs of its Sherpas. 

It should be noted that the above ordering of climbing
games is not an attempt to say that some games are better, 
harder, or more worthwhile in themselves than others. 
One remembers that the very purpose of the game structure 
is to equalize such value connotations from game to game 
so that the climber who plays any of these games by its 
proper set of rules should have at least a similar feeling 
of personal accomplishment. Of course, each type of game 
will still have its own proponents, its own classics, heroes, 
and myths. 

The real purpose of ranking climbing games into 
such a hierarchy, however, is not to make judgments about 
a game or its players, but rather to have a useful scale 
against which to discuss climbing ethics, since unethical 
behavior involves a disregard of certain rules. 

II 
Within our new framework we can now clear up certain 
misconceptions about climbing ethics. Ethical climbing 
merely means respecting the set of rules of the 
climbing-game that one is playing. Conversely, unethical 
climbing occurs when a climber attempts to use a set 
of rules appropriate to a game higher up on the scale 
than the one he is actually playing (i.e. a less restrictive 
set of rules). Applying this idea to the bolt controversy 
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that has animated ethical discussions among climbers for the 
last several years, we can see that there is nothing 
unethical about bolts per se; it is merely that their use is 
prohibited by the rules of certain climbing-games and not 
by others. In certain games the question becomes 
meaningless for, as Bonatti points out, on a major mixed 
face no amount of bolts can guarantee success, whereas 
an excessive number will insure defeat through lack of 
time. 

I have assumed so far that the rules for various 
climbing-games were fixed. Of course, this is not the 
case, as both the games and their rules are undergoing a 
constant, if slow, evolution. The central problem of 
climbing ethics is really the question : who makes the 
rules for these games? and secondarily: how do they 
change with time? 

On reflection, it seems to me that the rules of various 
climbing-games are determined by the climbing 
community at large, but less so by climbers approaching 
the two extremes of ability. One of these elements is 
composed of those fainthearted types who desire to 
overcome every new difficulty with some kind of 
technological means rather than at the expense of personal 
effort under pressure. The other group is the small nucleus 
of elite climbers whose basic concern is not with merely 
ethical climbing but with minimizing the role of technology 
and increasing that of individual effort in order to do 
climbs with better style. But before talking about style 
and the role of the elite climber in climbing evolution, I want 
to expand my idea that the majority of climbers are 
responsible for deciding the rules of a given climbing -game. 

No matter what their origin a set of rules must be 
consecrated by usage and general acceptance. Thus, the 
way good climbers have always done a climb becomes 
the traditional way of doing it; the rules become classic 
and constitute an ethical minimum for the climb, 
defining at the same time the climbing-game to which it 
belongs. But what of new climbs? At any moment there 
are relatively few members of the climbing community 
capable of doing significant first ascents: these will be 
members of the creative elite we have already mentioned. 
The question arises: should the style they use on 
a first ascent determine the rules for succeeding accents? 
I think not (although their approaches and attitudes 
will of course serve as guidelines for following parties). 
Examples of cases where the first ascent has not set 
the pattern for succeeding ascents are almost too 
numerous to list. Just because Jeff Foott made the first 
ascent of Patio Pinnacle solo or because Bonatti soloed 
the Southwest Pillar of the Drus, following climbers 
have felt under no obligation to stick to the difficult 
rules of the first ascent; or just because the first ascent of 
the Eiger North wall was made in a storm, no one has 
seriously suggested that later parties wait for bad 
weather to go up the face. A kind of group prudence 
is at work here, rejecting individual solutions whose 
extremism puts them beyond the reach of the majority of 
competent climbers climbing at any given period . 

What, then, is the role of the small minority of extremist 
climbers in the evolution of climbing-games? To 
understand it we must first develop the idea of climbing 
style. Style may be defined as the conscious choice of a 
set of rules for a given climbing-game. Thus, if a climber 
follows the accepted rules for a given game he is 
climbing both in classical style and ethically. Bad style and 
unethical climbing are synonymous and represent the 



choice of rules from a simpler (higher) game, such as 
alpine climbing with expedition style. On the other 
-hand, a climber can choose to climb with better style 
and still be climbing ethically by choosing rules from a game 
lower down in the hierarchy than that which he is 
playing. A fitting example would be the way John Gil has 
applied bouldering rules to certain crag climbing problems 
doing extremely hard, unprotected moves high off 
the ground. 

In this way the creative nucleus of elite climbers can 
express itself by climbing with better style than the average 
climber (like aristocrats playing a more demanding 
game than the democratic majority), which certainly 
provides enough room for personal expression, yet seems 
to avoid the traditional aristocratic role of leadership 
and direction. In fact, these climbers lead the majority 
only indirectly - their responsibility is not to determine and 
set ethical standards (rules) for the majority but rather 
to demonstrate the feasibility of new standards by climbing 
with consistently superior style. Thus, they stake out 
the possible directions for the evolution of climbing-games. 
And this, aside from suffering the wiles of equipment
mongers, is the only way that such changes can 
come about. 

Let me give a concrete example. The most evident 
is the way in which the rules of the big-wall game have 
evolved in Yosemite Valley under the influence of the 
best climbers of the day whose primary concern was to do 
their own climbs in the best style possible rather than 
to impose an arbitrary set of rules on all climbers. After 
the feasibility of doing the bigger Grade VI walls without 
siege tactics had been consistently demonstrated, 
climbers were impressed enough to accept this approach 
as a basic rule to such an extent that today even strangers 
to the Yosemite climbing community (such as the 
two Frenchman who did the Nose of El Capitan in the 
spring of 1966) follow it as a matter of course. 

In a less dramatic way the rules of all climbing-games 
are changing constantly, becoming ever more restrictive in 
order to preserve the fundamental challenge that the 
climber is seeking from the inroads of a fast changing 
technology. The present laissez-faire of the uppermost 
games is disappearing slowly as the complexity of rules 
shifts up the spectrum. The eventual victim, of course, 
will be the expedition game which will disappear completely 
as super-alpine climbing takes its place. This is not 
only the newest but, in a sense, the most creative 
climbing-game, since here the nature of the obstacles 
encountered is so severe that it will be a long, long time 
before technological advances even begin to encroach 
upon the climber's personal satisfaction. The possibilities, 
on the other hand, are immense. One can even visualize the 
day when, equipped with ultra-modern bivouac gear, 
a climbing party of two sets off to do an 8,000 meter peak 
just as today one sets off to do a hard route on the 
Grand Teton or on Mont Blanc. 

Here, I think, this article should end. Not because 
speculations about the future of climbing are either futile 
or uninteresting, but because we have already wandered 
far enough from our original subject. That climbing 
will continue to evolve is a certainty, although it is 
far less certain that the idea of climbing-games is the best 
basis for looking at this evolution. But surely this, 
or any, new framework for thinking and talking about 
what we are actually doing when we climb is at least 
a val id step toward the future. 
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MOUNTAIN HOLIDAYS 
in 

Andorra 
Austria 
Czechoslovakia 
France 
Greece 
Italy 
Norway 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Yugoslavia 

Good walking and mountaineering, good company 
and good food. Air travel and competent planning . 

Write for programme: 

RAMBLERS' ASSOCIATION 
SERVICES LTD. 

124{M) Finchley Road, London, N.W.3. 
Telephone: 01 -794 5611 

Member of the Association of British Travel Agents 

BRADFORD & BARNSLEY 
IS 

Where you will find P. & S. OUTDOOR SHOP 

Specialists in all l mountaineering equipment. 

Sole distributors of the P. & S. SPECIAL mountain 
tent at £14.12.6 plus 10/6 postage, this tent offers the 
finest value for money obtainable. 

The new MARK 11 has been chosen for use on four 
major expeditions last year. The British Andean 
Expedition and The Manchester Hindu Kush Expedition 
included. The price includes S/1 /G Sheet and down 
to earth Flysheet, total weight approx. 15½ lb. 

Stockists of Troll and a wide range of Specialist equip
ment. Ropes by Edelrid, Edlewies, Viking and all Clog 
Gear etc. 

P.&S. OUTDOOR SHOPS 
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Mountain Shop 14 HOLBORN, E.C.1. 
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CLIMBING DEPARTMENTS AT 

373 UXBRIDGE ROAD, ACTON, W.3. 
34 SOUTH END, CROYDON, CR0 1 DP 







Previous page. Undoubtedly the most important trend at home over the past twenty years has been the tremendous 
rise in the standards of rock climbing. The standards of free climbing are probably higher in Britain than anywhere 
in the world. The most difficult climbs are on small outcrops. Elder Crack on Curbar Edge (left) is typical 
of the strenuous Gritstone cracks of the fifties . In the sixties, however, with Gritstone worked out, there was 
more concentration on Limestone for outcrop climbing. This tended to force the climber to resort to artificial 
techniques to overcome the loose overhanging bulges that are often found on Limestone cliffs. Spider in Cheedale 
(centre) is a more recent route of this type, but many of the early Limestone routes that originally required pegs 
are now being climbed free, an encouraging trend. 
The best rock climbs in Britain are still in the mountains of Wales, Scotland, and the Lake District and usually 
on remote crags prone to bad weather. Centurion on Carn Dearg on Ben Nevis (right) is one of the finest. 

Photos: Elder Crack and Spider by Robert Keates. Centurion by Ian Clough, from a colour slide. 

Climbing in the British Isles 
By 1945 rock climbing in the British Isles had already 
become a self-contained sport. Set apart from Alpinism, with 
its own unwritten code of ethics, it had long ceased 
to be merely a form of training for bigger mountains, and 
to many people it was an end in itself. This fact continues 
to dominate British climbing techniques and the 
organisation of the sport in this country. Whereas the 
Continental countries have single all-embracing Alpine 
Clubs, closer in character to the Y.H.A. than to our own 
Alpine Club, we in Britain have a multitude of local clubs 
and a few regional clubs. All are parochial in nature, 
concentrating almost entirely on climbing in this country; 
often they deal only with a particular area . 

Climbing, like every other sport and outdoor activity, has 
grown fast and furiously since the war. Its development 
has been dominated by Joe Brown, and to a lesser extent by 
his climbing partner Don Whillans, in a way that is unique 
in British climbing history. What is so extraordinary 
about their breakthrough is not that they pushed the 
standard of climbing forward, for that is inevitable in the 
evolution of any sport, but that the rest of the climbing 
world took so long to catch up. That their supremacy was 
psychological as much as technical is revealed by the 
fact that many of their routes, which retained an aura of 
invincibility for five years or more, are now considered 
run-of-the-mill hard routes. Lack of communication 
between climbers, particularly the dearth of up-to-date 
guide books, undoubtedly contributed to the myth. 

It was only in the late fifties that the rest of the field began 
to catch up. Hugh Banner was one of the first pioneers, 
with Ghecko Groove and Troach . He was quickly followed 
by a group of young climbers who formed the Alpha Club. 
They started a new onslaught on to Welsh rock, developing 
crags that had been declared played out, and opening 
up completely new areas, especially on Anglesey. Joe 
Brown, of course, took an active part in the development, 
at least keeping abreast of the new generation. This 
gave Welsh climbing an impetus that has lasted until the 
present day. The surge was undoubtedly led by Crew 
and Ingle, although Martin Boysen, rather like Whillans 
in the fifties, picked off a series of supremely bold lines. 

Since the war, climbing in the Lake District has always 
taken second place to Wales and whereas Welsh - and 
even Scots-orientated climbers have made frequent forays 
into the Lakes, capturing some of the finest routes 
in the district (Extol by Whillans, Leverage by Robin Smith, 
Central Pillar by Crew) , Lakeland climbers have rarely 
distinguished themselves off their home ground. 

Arthur Dolphin was undoubtedly the finest post-war 
climber that the Lakes have produced - Deer Bield Buttress 
at the time of its first ascent ranked as one of the hardest 
climbs in the country and has succeeded in holding 
its standard. 

Climbing in Scotland has developed more slowly than in 
England or Wales, largely because the crags are so 
numerous and so far apart. Nevertheless; both rock and 
ice climbing techniques have made considerable advances. 
Snow climbing has developed from little more than 
gully-plodding to what is probably ,the most sophisticated 
ice technique in the world, while the big rock climbs on 
Slime Wall, Aonach Dubh, and Creag an Dubh Loch, 
are probably technically as hard and a good deal more 
serious than most climbs found south of the border. 
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Some of the climbers who have played a leading part in the 
development of British mountaineering since the war. 

1. Joe Brown 2. Tom Patey 3. Peter Harding 4. Robin Smith 
5. Dougal Haston 6. Hamish Macinnes 7. Allen Austin 
8. Ian McNaught-Davis 9. Christian Bonington 10. Don Whillans 
11. Paul Ross 12. Peter Crew 13. Martin Boysen. 

Photos 1.8.11.12.13. Wilson 2. Crew 3. Keates 4. Campbell 5. Cleare 7. Greenbank 
9 .10. Bonington. This selection is in no way a comprehensive one. Many other 
climbers merit inclusion . but limited space and photographs at present unobtainable 
have prevented this. 
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Previous page. 

Ice Faces. While our performance on rock climbs in the Alps 
has been good and home teams have shown a growing competence 
on the big mixed routes, on ice faces our record has been lamentable. 
Most of the big ice routes in the Pennine and French Alps have had 
a British ascent, but repeats are very rare on all but a few popular routes. 
Even the Scots seem to prefer rock climbing to ice climbing in the Alps. 
Many of the big faces in the Bernese Ober/and still await a British 
ascent and even celebrated routes such as the north face of the 
Matterhorn (see photo) and the north face of the Trio/et, are unknown 
to all but a few British climbers. Photo: John Cleare 

Quite apart from climbing, Scotland seems to breed richer 
personalities than are found further to the south. Of all 
British climbers, Hamish Macinnes must have had the most 
interesting and varied career, with his two-man expedition to 
Everest, his Yeti-hunting in Kulu, and various other 
exploits. Tom Patey did more than anyone to open up the 
Cairngorms, and he has made a permanent contribution 
to climbing lore with his songs and writing. In the late 
1950's the Edinburgh School came to life - aggressively 
anti-social, but including some of the best climbers 
Scotland has produced. Jimmy Marshal is still father 
figure, Robin Smith his most brilliant protege. Smith's 
achievements are shown clearly enough in the chart. 
Beyond this, his writing style has had a permanent effect 
on climbing literature. Today, Dougal Haston has emerged 
as Britain's most outstanding mountaineer. 

The post-war explosion in the British climbing population 
has led to a growth in the commercial aspects of the sport. 
The number of climbing schools and shops has increased 
markedly. As a result more climbers are able to build 
their lives around climbing, making a living by instructing, 
selling and manufacturing equipment, or by writing and 
lecturing. In Wales this has led to the establishment of a 
sizeable colony of climbers. 

A second trend has been the improvement of equipment. 
Nylon rope came in very soon after the war, but the P.A. 
did not really make its appearance until the late fifties. 
Most of the Brown/Whillans routes were climbed in 
plimsolls. A most interesting development in the same 
field has been that of protection. One must respect the old 
masters like Birkett and Dolphin who just used a few 
slings for runners. In his early days Brown had little more, 
but it was he, as much as anyone else, who developed 
the art of using inserted chockstones for runners. Nuts 
made their first appearance in the early sixties, and over a 
few years proliferated into the formidable array of Spuds, 
Trolls, Clogs, Crackers and Moacs that are now available. 
Their use, more than anything else, has raised the 
general standard of climbing; it is now possible to push 
oneself that much closer to one's limit, fairly confident 
that one won't get hurt in the event of a fall. The first 
person I ever saw wearing a crash hat was Geoff Sutton in 
the mid-fifties. At the time we all laughed at him, but 
these days more and more climbers are wearing them. 

Yet another change, reflecting a general rise in standards 
of living, is the improvement in methods of transport. 
In the forties the majority hitch-hiked, then everyone had 
motor bikes; in the early sixties it was vans; outside 
Wendy's on a Sunday morning nowadays there is a line 
of fairly smooth cars. 

Looking into the future, one predicts that there must 
come a time when every single crag and sea cliff in 
England and Wales is jam-packed with routes. In Scotland 
there is still much new ground to be explored; with 
improved roads, climbers (those in Northern England at 
any rate) will probably make more forays to the far North. 

The Alps 
British rock climbing and Alpinism have always tended 
to be two separate entities; some of our most outstanding 
Alpinists have been mediocre rock climbers, and in even 
more cases climbing stars in Britain have failed to shine 
in the Alps. Certainly British rock climbing is not the 
ideal training for the Alps; modern techniques, entailing the 
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extensive use of nuts for protection, tend to encourage 
a slow deliberate approach. The resulting attitude of mind, 
spurning hard unprotected moves, scarcely prepares the 
climber for swift movement over mixed ground . 

In his search for competence the British climber has thus 
been faced with a larger number of obstacles than his 
Continental counterpart. It was not until the late forties 
that British climbers were able to get out to the Alps in any 
number. Initially the impetus came from university 
climbers who discarded pre-war prejudices and began 
tackling the modern rock routes using Continental methods. 
Bourdillon and Nicol were the leaders of this movement, 
as can be seen from the chart. At the same time these 
climbers formed themselves into the Alpine Climbing Group, 
demanding a much higher entrance qualification than 
the Alpine Club, and setting an age limit. Recently the 
A.C.G., while preserving its own identity, has merged with 
the Alpine Club, thus bringing all of Britain's leading 
Alpinists into the founder of all mountaineering clubs. 
The average climber, however, still lacks a central club with 
amenities comparable to those of the Continental clubs. 

The greatest post-war Alpine breakthrough was made by 
Whillans and Brown in 1954 with their ascents of the. 
West Face of the Dru and the West Face of the Blaitiere. 
It would be erroneous, however, to think that this brought 
British climbing to the same level as that of the top 
Continental climbers. We still laboured under a number of 
disadvantages. The leading Contintental Alpinists tend to 
become guides: thus they can live in the Alps, stay 
superbly fit, and build up a considerable background 
of knowledge and experience over the years. The British 
enthusiast, on the other hand, can usually only afford 
to devote long periods to the Alps in his early twenties, 
when he is either at university or can throw up his job 
for the summer. Once married, he tends to resign himself 
to shorter climbing holidays. As a result very few 
British climbers can either amass the experience necessary 
for the more serious Alpine routes, or, once expert, 
spare the time to take full advantage of it. In this respect 
Dougal Haston has set a precedent in adopting the life of 
the leading Continental professionals - starting a climbing 
school in Leysin and basing himself there throughout the year. 

Viewed in this light British climbers have achieved a 
surprising amount in the last fifteen years. In the summer 
of 1961 British climbers, for the first time, were in straight 
competition with Continental climbers for a major line, 
the Central Pillar of Freney. In the last few years a small 
but steadily increasing number of British climbers have 
been tackling the harder routes in the Alps and branching 
out on to new ground. Tom Patey, Joe Brown, 
Martin Boysen and Nick Estcourt have been particularly 
active in this respect. Inevitably though, it has been a 
question of filling in the gaps, since almost all the obvious 
great lines have been climbed. British climbers have 
tended to avoid the big mixed routes and have 
concentrated on a comparatively limited repertoire of 
rock climbs in the Chamonix area. 

With almost all of the major faces ascended, Alpine 
exploration is beginning to follow the course adopted 
in the development of British crags - several routes being 
made on each face. In the Dolomites this has produced 
the cult of the Direttissima, with plumb-line routes 
being made. These have very little regard for natural 
features in the rock: all problems are overcome on a 
ladder of expansion bolts. It is always dangerous to decry 
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any innovation, but the indiscriminate use of bolts can 
cause climbing to degenerate into a form of rock 
engineering, as the climber can go anywhere with complete 
disregard for the natural lines of the rock. With pitons, 
on the other hand, the climber must fpllow crack systems 
and his progress depends on their configuration. 

In Britain we have always been fond of congratulating 
ourselves for having the highest standard of free climbing in 
the world. In recent years, however, the most important 
development on rock has come from the States. The 
equipment used and the technical knowledge gained on the 
smooth granite walls of Yosemite made possible the 
ascent of a number of supremely hard routes in the 
Chamonix area. 

John Harlin, one of the most colourful and dynamic figures 
ever to erupt on to the climbing scene, was impresario, 
pointing some of the best American climbers up unsolved 
problems near Chamonix. With Tom Frost, he climbed 
the South Face of the Fou; with Royal Robbins, the West 
Face Direct of the Dru. However, both the former and 
the Direct Start to the West Face of the Dru, another 
American route, have had second ascents by Britons. 

Since the war, winter climbing has developed considerably 
and today most of the major routes in the Alps have had 
winter ascents. This is an aspect of mountaineering in 
which British climbers have played practically no part 
until very recently. 

The Eiger Direct undoubtedly ranks as the most exacting 
route ever attempted in the Alps; it was also the first 
major winter climb in which a British climber took an 
active part. The ascent was unique in Alpine history in that 
the two parties involved used Himalayan tactics with 
fixed ropes and camps in snow holes on the face. 

As routes in the Alps get steadily more crowded, 
Norway, with its myriads of huge unclimbed rock walls, is 
being hailed as the Mecca for the pioneer. However, 
although this area has been largely developed by British 
climbers, led by Tony Howard, Brian Thompson and 
John Amatt, it has never really caught on with the Alpinists. 
Even so, the Trolltind Wall must rank as the finest rock 
face in Europe. It seems quite possible that the new 
generation of British rock climbers, in their teens and early 
twenties today, could concentrate on the Norwegian fiords 
in much the same way that the American rock elite have 
devoted themselves to Yosemite. A Norwegian school 
of climbing, with its own specialised techniques and 
methods, may lie ahead. 

The Further Ranges 
British expeditioners will always be indebted to the members 
of the Everest expedition: its success and subsequent 
exploitation gave birth to the Everest Foundation, which 
has financed expeditions ever since. The Everest and 
Kanchenjunga expeditions were the only ones organised 
by Britain on a national basis. They were both extremely 
successful, not so much because of brilliant climbing 
on the part of any one individual, but rather because of 
masterly planning combined with a high level of teamwork 
and leadership. Undoubtedly these are tt,e key factors 
to success on a big mountain . . 

Personal relations have always been a problem on 
expeditions. Usually these wrangles are well hidden, but 
occasionally they get into print - the Anglo-Soviet Pamirs 
expedition exposed in Malcolm Slessor's Red Peak is a 
classic example of this. Some conflict is probably 
inevitable when people are grouped close together under 
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severe mental and physical strain, and climbers do tend 
to be individualistic and outspoken. Almost every nation 
seems to have had its stormy expeditions, although no 
doubt the Russians and Chinese are too firmly disciplined 
with Marxist thoughts to step out of line. 

Once Kanchenjunga had been climbed, it was left to 
individuals in Britain to form their own expeditions. In 
many ways this seems a most satisfactory method as it 
allows a wide variety of climbers, rather than a select group 
of stars, to go to further ranges. Inevitably, however, this 
method, or rather the lack of selection, has meant that 
British expeditions have had a fairly chequered record on 
big mountains, with an alarmingly high accident rate. 
One cannot help feeling that at times the Everest 
Foundation could have checked both the compatibility 
and experience of some parties a little more closely. 

Until 1961 British parties took a fair share of the major 
peaks in the 7,000 metre bracket, operating with 
expeditions of very moderate size and budgets. The ascent 
of Mustagh Tower by Brown, McNaught Davies, Patey 
and Hartog must always rank as a classic. In 1958, and 
again in 1960, expeditions organised by the Services 
clearly demonstrated the value of sound logistic planning 
in successfully climbing Rakaposhi and Annapurna 11. 
Trivor fell to a party led by Wilf Noyce, and the South Face 
of Nuptse was the first major Himalayan face to be 
conquered. 

But there it ends, for there hasn't been a successful 
Himalayan expedition to a major unclimbed peak in the 
last seven years. This can partly be attributed to the 
restrictions on climbing in the Himalayas since the 
Indian-Pakistan war, but there also seems to have been a 
failure on the part of leading British climbers to get together 
and organise their own expedition. 

A further problem is that of finance, for Himalayan 
expeditions are getting more expensive and it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to raise money. Once Everest had 
been climbed, public interest inevitably declined. The spate 
of expeditions up to 1961 undoubtedly aggravated the 
situation, for newspaper editors and other sponsors cannot 
be blamed for coming to regard one expedition as much 
the same as another. 

After 1961, the most important Himalayan achievement was 
undoubtedly the traverse of Everest by the Americans. 
Once again this was the victory of a superbly organised 
heavy-weight expedition, yet the actual traverse by 
Unsoeld and Hornbein was a magnificent individual 
performance. 

Nepal is now opening its frontiers on a limited basis and we 
can therefore hope to see renewed activity. With almost 
all the really attractive mountains climbed, we should see 
an onslaught on to the big walls. Two parties, one 
international and one American, are already vying for the 
South Face of Everest. 

The ban on Himalayan climbing has focused attention 
on other ranges, particularly on the mountain spine of 
the Americas. American climbers have become 
increasingly aware of the vast potential on their own 
doorstep. The pages of the American Alpine Journal are 
evidence for this, as they are crammed with first ascents 
in the Rockies, Alaska and Andes. 

For the climber based on America almost every climb is a 
mini-expedition, and he is therefore accustomed to 
thinking in expedition terms. Ideally, the same sort of 
situation should apply in the Himalayas. In a world of 



rapidly improving communications, it should be possible to 
take a cheap charter flight to Pakistan to spend a summer 
holiday climbing in the Karakoram, without all the 
paraphernalia of a big expedition. 
The last quarter century has seen the intensive development 
of the Alps and of our own crags in Britain: there must 
come a time when all the major lines have been climbed. 
The greatest challenge of all, and the finest mountains 
in the world, are in the Himalayas and this is where the 
future of mountaineering should lie. The next quarter 
century should bring the climber ever-widening frontiers, 
but it is just as likely to bring increasing frustration when 
mountain areas are closed by international tension. 
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British Climbing since the war 1960-68 
The second section of an analysis in list form of the best achievements 
of British climbers since the war. This period covers the tremendous 
upsurge in the numbers of people climbing. Greatly improved 
equipment, better communications, and more leisure time, all 
contributed to a marked rise in standards both at home and in the Alps ; 
but the numbers of successful British expeditions declined while 
other nations put greater emphasis on this than ever before. 

Wales 

1960 

A fine series of first ascents in Snowdon South by Joe Brown with 
his companions from the Cromlech Club. 

VECTOR TREMADOC BROWN AND DAVIES 
A MAGNIFICENT ROUTE. EXTREMELY DIFFICULT CLIMBING 
AND VERY COMPLICATED ROUTE FINDING. IT SET THE 
PACE FOR HARD CLIMBING IN WALES THROUGHOUT THE 
SIXTIES. 

First Slip. Tremadoc Brown and Davies 
Leg Slip. Wasp 

Owm Castell Cidwm Brown and H. Smith 

Vertigo Castell Cidwm Brown and B. Wright 

Curver Castell Cidwm Brown and C. T Jones 
A new cliff containing climbing of a very high standard. 

Hardd Carreg Hyll-Drem Brown and party 

Primus Carreg Hyll- Orem Brown and Roscoe 
Another modern crag discovered. 

Guide to Tremadoc cliffs by Trevor Jones published by the 
Climbers Club. Although much criticised it popularised cliffs that 
were often in condition when other cliffs were unclimbable, leading 
to climbing throughout the year in Wales, and an increase in 
standards of climbing. 

1961 

Scorpio Clogwyn du'r Arddu Soper and Crew 

PINNACLE CLOGWYN DU 'R SOPER AND CREW 
GIRDLE ARD DU 
AN EXTREMELY DIFFICULT LAST PROBLEM THAT HAD 
DEFEATED SEVERAL TOP CLASS TEAMS. 

Serth Clogwyn du' r Arddu Cr,w and Ingle 
Perhaps the most effective team on Welsh rock since Brown and 
Whill•ns. 

THE GROOVE LLECH DOU ANTHOINE AND 
CAMPBELL 

A fine route, dug laboriously out of an overgrown cliff. by the 
instructors at Ogwen Cottage Mountain School. 

The Mole E. Wing Oinas Mot Brown and Langmuir 
Hiawatha W. Wing Dinas Mot Turner and Kerr 
Two routes that pointed to the hitherto overlooked potential of the 
flanks of Dinas Mot. 

Fang, Strlpteaae, Tremadoc Brown and various 
Grasper, Neb, members of the 
Nlmbu•, Tott Cromlech Club. 
Brown continues his series of hard routes at Tremadoc. 

1962 

Shadow, Naddyn Clogwyn du'r Crew and Ingle 
Ddu, Ard du 
Weat Buttress 
Ellmlnate, 
H .. magoblln 

THE GREAT CLOGWYN DU ' R Crew 
WALL ARD DU 
A long.standing problem that had defeated Brown. A long and 
difficult lead, which established Crew as a leading figure in Welsh 
climbing. 

Pinnacle Arete Clogwyn du'r Arddu Boysen and Mortlock 

Bow Variations Clogwyn du'r Arddu Soper and Ctew 
A superb and underrated climb. 

GHI Clogwyn du'r Arddu Webb ·and Griffiths 

Tramgo Castell Cidwm Brown and Bonington 
A very strenuous route. 

Plexus W. Wing Dinas Mot Crew and Ingle 

Davit's DevWs Kitchen James and Anthoine 
Nordwand 
Another good route. discovered by the Ogwen Cottage team of 
climbers, on a prtJviously unpopular cliff. 

Nuts for protection became popular, speeding up the general rise 
in standards. 
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Lake District 

1!)60 

A great year. Big impressive new routes discovered all over the 
the Lake District, partially redressing the balance with Wales. 

Armageddon Scafell East L. Brown and Lund 
A difficult problem unrepeated for several years. 

ICHABOD SCAFELL EAST OLIVER. ARKLESS 
A fine and difficult route. AND WILLIS 

The Centaur Scafell East L. 81own and Read 

Astra Pavey Park Austin and Metcalf 
Revealed the latent possibilities of an uninviting crag. 

Red Groove Pavey Park Austin and Metcalf 

Gormenghast Heron Crag L. Btown and Atkinson 
A superb 1oute on a spectacular isolated buttress. 

Side Walk Dow Crag L. Brown and Stephens 
A magnificent and difficult route. 

EXTOL DOVE CRAG WHILLANS AND 
MORTLOCK 

A TREMENDOUS ROUTE IN EVERY SENSE OF THE WORD. 
ONE OF THE GREAT MODERN CLASSICS OF BRITAIN. 

Hrothgar Scrubby Crag 

1961 

WINTER 

Steep Ghyll Scafell Crag 

SUMMER 

Right Hand Scafell Crag 
Edge 

Girdle Traverse Scrubby Crag 

Spek Crack Heron Crag 

A strong team for a difficult problem. 

Flanker Heron Crag 

1962 

Soper and party 

Olivet and Wood 

.J. Allison and 
Rowbotham 

Soper and Woolcock 

Walsh. Austin and 
Metca/1 

Austin and Metcalf 

CENTRAL ESK BUTTRESS CREW AND OWEN 
PILLAR 
Another outstanding problem solved after a ctucial section of loose 
rock was cleared by Soper on a rope. Crew made a flying visit to 
steal the route before Soper and his partners could complete the 
ascent. 

Black Sunday, Esk Buttress Austin, Soper and 
Red Edge Metcalf 
On the same day as the ascent of Central Pillar. They arrived too 
late and contented themselves with these routes. A famous 
mountain incident. 

Arcturus Pavey Ark Austin and Metcalf 

HIRAETH DOVE CRAG CREW AND INGLE 
A Welsh team made another rare foray to the Lakes and completed 
the trio of fine routes on this crag. All pioneered by climbers 
associated primarily with Wales. 

Nimrod Dow Crag Miller and Kirkby 

lsengard Dow Crag L. Brown and McHardy 

The Niche Falcon Crag Liddell and McHaffie 
A controversial route because of the aid used to assist gardening. 

Plagiarism Falcon Crag Nunn and Woolcock 

The list concentrates on recording the significant or particularly excellent 
or difficult climbs in each area in Great Britain. Thus a comparatively 
modest climb can have considerable significance as an early development 
in a new area, and many good climbs have been disregarded if they 
merely fill gaps in established areas. Last great problems of exceptional 
difficulty are recorded, however. So too are groups of climbs that 
represent considerable activity of a particular climber. 

Scotland 

1900 

WINTER 

Compression Ben Nevis 
Crack 
A remarkably steep winter line. 
Great Chimney Ben Nevis 

Minus Three Orion Face 
Gully 
GARDYLOO 
BUTTRESS 
Technically, a very advanced route . 
Pigott•s Route The Comb 
ORION FACE 
DIRECT 

Clough and Sefton 

R. Smith and 
.J. Marshall 

1,500ft. of steep icy face climbing an aggressively direct line. 
Point Five 
Gully 
In one day, after Clough's five day siege. 
THIS SERIES OF CLIMBS ON BEN NEVIS, BY SMITH AND 
MARSHALL DONE ON CONSECUTIVE DAYS. MUST RANK AS 
THE FINEST WINTER CLIMBING EVER SEEN IN SCOTLAND. 

North Post Creag Meaghaidh Patey, Deacon, 
McLeod and Dane/et 

SUMMER 
The Pause Trilleachan .J. Marshall and 

Slabs party 
Contains some very poorly protected hatd climbing. 
Jaywalk Trilleachan .J. Marshall. Moriatty 

Slab:. and Stenhouse 
A bold and difficult lead. 

Central Route Ben Nevis 
Minus Two 
Buttress 

The hardest climb on this face to date. 
MarshaWs Gearr Aonach 
Wall 
Central Grooves Stab Coire nan 

Lochan 

R. Smith and 
Hawkshaw 

R. Smith and ' 
Ritchie 
Bryan and Robb 

Cioch Nose Applecross Patey and 
Bonington 

Thunder Rib Coire Tairneilear R. Smith and 
Milnes 

Smith claims the most attempted line in Skye. 
King Cobra Sgurr MhicCoinnich Bonington and 

Paley 

1961 

SUMMER 

Orgy Carn Dearg Clough and 
Buttress, Ben Nevis Sutcliffe 

A ,ambling route on a fabulous buttress. 

The Bull roar Carn Dearg .J. Marshall and 
Buttress, Ben Nevis Stenhouse 

Superb slab climbing. 

The Braas Tower Ridge .J. Marshall and 
Monkey Ben Nevis Stenhouse 
The first climb on the East Wall of Tower Ridge. 

Kneepad Direct Gearr Aonach 

Completing a magnificent line. 

Haston and 
Moriarty 

The Big Top W. F-ace. Aonach Smith and 
Oubh Gardner 

The third of the great modern classics on this crag. 

1962 

WINTER 

Th• Last Post Creag Meaghaidh Patey and Brooke 
Boomerang Garbh Choire Pyper and Reid 

Dhaidh, Braeriach 
The first real demorrstratiarr of the wintet possibilities in these fine 
cotries. 

SUMMER 

Girdle Travers• N. Face Campbell, Haston 
Aonach Dubh MacNiven. and 

R. Smith 
A strong team for a varied and interesting route. 
Left Arete Gardyloo Buttress .J. Marshall, 

Ben Nevis Ritchie and 
R. Marshall 

A line steeped in the history of failure . 
Shield Direct Carn Dearg 

Buttress 
J. Marshall. 
Ritchie and 
R. Marshall 

Some consolation to Marshall for his eatly disappointments on 
Centurion. Reputedly very hard. 
Torro Carn Dearg .J. McLean, Gordon 

Buttress, Ben Nevis and W. Smith 
The Creagh Dhu leave their ma,k; probably the hardest climb on 
the crag though rather artificial. 
Astronomy Orion Face 

Ben Nevis 
Clough and 
Grandison 

THE NEEDLE SHELTER STONE R. SMITH AND 
CRAG. LOCH AVON AGNEW 

A stupendous line, the finest line in the Cairngorms. with 900ft. of 
sustained VS climbing. Smith's last new route before his death 
in the Pamirs. 
The Rake Beinn Tarsuinn, 

Arran 
longbow Longbow Crag, 
Direct Loch Avon 
The finest climb on this crag. 

Skidmore and 
Richardson 
Pyper and 
McArtney 

Hiccup Central Buttress Robertson and 
Buachaille Etive Houston 

The first important contribution from Robertson, a climber of great 
technical ability. 
Trophy Crack Sron na Ciche Walsh and party 
The hatdest route in Skye. 
Direct Route Fiddlers Peak N. Drasdo and 

Dixon 

Important Outcrops 

1960 

LIMESTONE 

MECCA MILLER 'S DALE WEST AND ROBERTS 
Considered for some time to be the hardest peg route in Derbyshite. 

S.W. ENGLAND 

Sarcophagus Chudleigh Patey and patty 
The first of a series of routes on this crag by Patey and othets. 

1961 

GRITSTONE 

WALL ALMSCLIFF AUSTIN 
OF HORRORS 
A forty foot overhanging wall with no protection. The whole route 
was top-roped once. before it was led. 
Considered to be the most difficult gritstone route in the country, 
though the absence of a published dHctiption may partially explain 
why it has not been repeated. 
Pot Belly Kinder Down·tall Baxter and We.st 
Oedipus Shining Clough 
LIMESTONE 
Brown Comer, Stoney Middleton 
Padme 
Medusa Stoney Middleton 

HIGH TOR HIGH TOR 
GIRDLE 

Crew and Ingle 

Webb and Curtis 

J . ALLISON AND 
MANSFIELD 

'Rock climbs on Mountain Limestone' by Graham West published. 
Stimulated great interest in LimestoM climbing and was rapidly 
rendered obsolete. by subsequent developments. 
Kirby Wall. Melham Austin and R. B. Evans 
EHt Wall 
S.W. ENGLAND 
The Devil'• Slide Lundy Island Lawder and Logan 
An important discovery on a remote island. 
AVIATION HAY TOR BASSETT AND 

CORNISH 
A steep and difficult route, the first really fierce climb in Devon. 
Lich, Depravity, Avon Gorge Annette and others 
LICH GATES, 
Unknown Buttress. 
Maltravers Left, 
GIRDLE TRAVERSE 
An important period of exploration, raising the stature of the Gorge 
as a climbing area. 

1962 

The Alpha Club start a new wave of Gritstone exploration. Crew. 
Ingle. Nunn, Parker, Woolcock , Rowlands, Gosling and others 
involved. 

GRITSTONE 

Chequers Arete 

Strapiombante 

The Mall 
Otiginally pegged. 

The Wllter 

The Drooper 

The Vice 

Orang Outang 

FERN GROOVE 

Mlll•om'• 
Minion 

LIMESTONE 

Froggatt 

Froggatt 

Millstone Edge 

Den Lane 

Den Lane 

Stanage 

Stanage 

STANAGE 

Stanage 

Scimitar Great Glose Scar 

Legover Groove Attermire 

S.W. ENGLAND 

Combined Ops Chudleigh 

Gosling and party 

Brearly and party 

Crew and Woolcock 

.Jones and Sykes 

Roberts and party 

Rowlands and party 

Crew and party 

FEARNEHOUGH 
AND PARTY 

Mi/Isom and party 

Appley11d and party 

Gray and party 

Biven and party 



In the Alps the routes recorded are the best first ascents and first 
British ascents in any one season. 
Routes that are considered particularly significant are emphasised in 
capital letters. 
The interpretation and selection of these facts is of course open to 
considerable debate and several readers have already drawn our 
attention to errors in fact or emphasis. The Scottish list 1947- 59 

Alps 
(British) 
1960 

Alg. du N. Face 
Chardonnet 

Fiescherwand. N. Spur 
N. Summit 

Sciora di Fuori N.W. Rib 

Crash helmets become popular. 

1961 

Clough and 
Wilkinson 
1st British ascent 

Smith and Wakefield 
1st British ascttnt 

Tay/or and Crew 
1st British ascent 

MATTERHORN N. FACE CARRUTHERS AND 
NALLY 
1st BRITISH ASCENT 

Another of the big North Faces is climbed by a relatively unknown 
team. 

~:~NBE':~~CE CENTRAL PILLAR ~C:,f1!~~~• 
CLOUGH AND 
DJOGLOSZ 

An important ascent of one of the last great problems of the Mt. Blanc 
massif. The British success on this route was partially concealed on 
the continent by Oesmaison and party who completed the second 
ascent several hours later. The French attempted to claim the 
credit in the subsequent advertising campaign by their sponsors. by 
saying they loaned some pitons to the British at a crucial stage of 
the climb, thereby making the first ascent a joint achievement. 
The French party were able to by-pass this crux, as did Clough and 
Djoglosz, by prussicking up a fixed rope left by Bonington and 
Whi/lans. 

Aig. Verte 

Chamonix 
Aiguilles 

Nant Blanc Face 

Complete 
traverse 

Clark and Bell 
1st British ascent 

Clough and Sutcldfe 
1st British asi;ent 

Cima Ovest Swiss-Italian Route R. Smith and Haston 
1st British ascent 

Cima Ovest Couzy Route Clough and Grandison 
Successful ascents of two of the big Dolomite artificial routes. 

Introduction of Jumar clamps and fifli hooks. 

1962 

Elger North Wall 
Brewster killed by falling stones while climbing up to the Flatiron. 
Nally, his companion. was rescued by Bonington and Whillans in 
appalling stonefall conditions. Whillans by-passed the Hinter
stoisser Traverse on the descent by skilful route finding. This 
incident did much to alert British climbers to the dangers of the 
Eiger and the training and skill needed to overcome them. 

EIGER NORTH WALL BONINGTON AND 
CLOUGH 
1st BRITISH ASCENT 

A SAFE AND RAPID ASCENT. CAREFULLY PLANNED AND 
EXECUTED. THIS ASCENT SERVED AS AN EXAMPLE TO 
BRITISH CLIMBERS OF HOW TO MINIMISE THE OBJECTIVE 
DANGERS OF A BIG ROUTE. BONINGTON HAD MADE RAPID 
A SCENTS OF THE BAD/LE, N.E. FACE, AND THE WALKER SPUR 
IN THE PREVIOUS WEEK. 

Caruthers and a German climber k,J/ed attempting the Eiger. 

Piz Badile N.N.W. Couloir Clough and Grandison 
1st British ascent. 

Piz Roseg N.E. Face Phillipson and Stack 
1st British ascent. 

CIVETTA PHILLIP, FLAMM CREW AND 
ROUTE A. WRIGHT 

3rd ASCENT 
AN IMPORTANT BRITISH ACHIEVEMENT ON WHAT WAS 
CONSIDERED AT THE TIME TO BE THE HARDEST ROCK 
CLIMB IN THE ALPS. 

Clvetta 

Catinaccio 

Andrich, Fae route Austin and Howell 
1st British ascent. 

Maestri Route Evans and Howell 
1st British ascent. 

A British climber dies of constriction in abseil ropes after losing 
the route on the Yellow Edge. 

Alps 
(Other Nationalities) 

1960 

WINTER 

L'Olan, 
Dauphine 

SUMMER 

N.W. Face 

A very poor season in the Alps. 

Desmaison and party 
1st Winter ascent. 

Catinaccio, Direttissima Maestri and 
Roda di Vael Baldessari 

1st ascent. 
Six days taken on this difficult artificial route. 

Petit Dru W. Face Guillaume and Vielle 
First ascent in one day. 

TRE CIME PICCOLA, N. RIDGE C. BARBIER 
GRANDE. COMIC!, 1st ASCENT OF ALL 
OVEST. CASSIN THREE FACES IN ONE 

DAY 
A staggering performance - high speed climbing on difficult free 
and artificial rock, which he later repeated adding more routes. 

Ebnefluh N. W. Face Gross and Hiebeler 
Direct 1st ascent. 

1961 

WINTER 
Very good and settled weather for several periods du1ing the winter 

EIGER N. WALL HIEBELER. 
KINSHOFER. 
MANNHARDT, 
ALMBERGER 
1st WINTER ASCENT 

THE ASCENT OF THE EIGERWAND IN WINTER BROUGHT A 
NEW 0/MENS/ON INTO ALPINE CLIMBING. CAREFUL PLAN
NING AND SUPERB CLIMBING CONTRIBUTED TO A FAULTLESS 
ASCENT AND CAUSED A SENSATION THROUGHOUT THE 
CLIMBING WORLD. 
Petit Dru 

Mt. Blanc 
Brenva Face 
Alg. Blanche 

Cima Grande 

Cima Ovest 

SUMMER 

S.W. Pillar 

Red Sentinel 

N. Face 

Brandler, Hasse 
Route 

Couzy Route 

Mt. Blanc Central Pillar 
Fr8ney Face 

Gu,1/aume and Vieille 
1st Winter ascent. 
Bonatti and Panai 
1st Winter ascent. 
Bellefond and OIiier 
1st Winter ascent. 
Bittner, J;Jger, 
Kauschke, Siegert 
1st Winter ascent. 
Axquistapache, Alipp1: 
Lafranconi 
1st Winter ascent. 

Attempt by three Italians and four Frenchmen falled after the 
climbers had attempted to sit out a very prolonged storm. During a 
desperate retreat down the Fre/1ey Glacier and the Rochers Gruber. 
Oggioni, Vieille, Guillaume and Kohlman die of fatigue and exposure. 
Bonatti, Mazeaud, and Galleini narrowly escaped death. 
Lyskamm N. Face Heibeler and Pokorski 

Direct 1st ascent 

1962 

WINTER 

Catinaccio, M aestri Route 
Roda di Vael 

Cima Su Alto Uvanos Route 

MATTERHORN N. FACE 

Five other climbers close behind. 

Mt. Blanc 
du Tacul 

SUMMER 

Matterhorn 

Gervasutti 
Couloir 

W. Face 
Direct 

Bittner, Kauschke, 
Siegert 
1st Winter ascent 

Redae/li, 
Ranchi, Sorgata 
1st Winter ascent 

ETTER AND 
VONALLMEN 
1st Winter ascent 

Six Italians 
1st Winter ascent 

Ottin and Daguin 
1st ascent 

Petit Dru W. Face Hemming and 
Direct Start Robbins 

1st ascent 
Extremely difficult free climbing on superb rock . 

Mt. Blanc Central Pillar Gryczynski and 
Fr0ney Face Michalski 

Petites Jorasses E. Face 

A very difficult rock climb. 

LES DROITES N. FACE 
DIRECT 
VARIATION 

Climbed in two days. 

Djuglosz killed in the Tatra . 

2nd ascent 

Bonatti and Mazeaud 
1st ascent 

AXT AND GROSS 
1st ASCENT 

Diether Marchart killed attempting a solo ascent of the Eiger 

contained several such errors caused by a breakdown of our 
proof-reading checks in this section. This was in no way attributable to 
our expert advisor for Scotland, Robin Campbell: the fault was 
entirely editorial. All corrections of emphasis or fact will be published 
in the next edition of Mountain, and interested parties are requested 
to send any suggestions for inclusion before April 1st. 

All other ranges 
(British) 
1960 

HIMALAYAS 

Trivor 

Annapurna 11 

Joint Services expedition. 

GREENLAND AND STAUNINGS 

Noyce and 
Sadler 

Bonington, Grant, 
AngNyima 

Expedition led by Sir John Hunt. Various ascents. 

Expedition from St. Andrew's University. Various ascents. 

PATAGONIA 

Survey expedition to Paine area. P. Henry drowned on return. 

ANDES 

Oxford University party make several ascents in the Allinccapac 
group. 

1961 

HIMALAYAS & KARAKORAM 

NUPTSE D. DAVIS AND 
TASH/ 
BONINGTON AND 
SWALLOW 
L. BROWN AND 
PEMBA 

Expedition led by J. Walmsley. A difficult and dangerous peak. 
The first big Himalayan lace to be climbed. 

Ama Dablam Ward; Bishop, 
Gill, Romanes 

Climbed by members of an international scientific expedition. 
Maka/u was also attempted. 

lndrasan 
Attempted by Derbyshire Himalayan Expedition. 

1962 

HIMALAYAS & KARAKORAM 

Khingyang CMsh 
Attempted by Joint Services expedition. Mills and Low killed in 
an avalanche. 

PAMIRS 

Mt. Communism J. Brown. McNaught· 
Davis, Slesser and 
G. Nicol with a large 
Russian party. 

Climbed by the effective but arduous Russian sports plan technique. 
A ten day ascent and descent of a 24,000ft. peak. 
Anglo-Scottish expedition led by Sir John Hunt. Half the party 
returned home after Wilt Noyce and Robin Smith had been killed 
attempting another peak. The remaining members of the expedition 
led by Slesser climbed Mt. Communism with the host Russian 
party, by the ordinary route. 

ALASKA 

Mt. McKinley 

Mt. Dan Beard 

They a /so attempted the Moose's tooth . 

ANDES 

Banks, Wiltshire 
and Hinde. 
1st British ascent 

Smythe and 
B. Biven 
1st ascent 

Various first ascents in Venezuela by Band and Nott. 

Cordillora Real 
Numerous ascents by a Reading University expedition. 

PATAGONIA 

AIG. WHILLANS ANO 
POINCENOT COCHRANE 
An Irish University expedition. 

Mt. Darwin Shipton and party 
Cerro Don Bosca 1st ascents 
Cerro Murallon 
Climbed during Shiptons Ice Cap explorations with the Chileans. 

BAFFIN LAND 

Mt. Asgard 
Attempted by Cambridge University Expedition. Several other 
ascents. 

All other ranges 
(Other Nationalities) 
1960 

Everest N. Ridge Climbed by Chinese 
The ascent was completed at night. The climbers held a Communist 
party meeting to decide whether to continue with dark approaching. 
A bust of Lenin was left on the summit. 

Everest S.E. Ridge Attempted by an 
Indian party 

DHAULAGIRI 0/EMBERGER. 
FORRER. DIENER, 
SCHELBERT, NJ/MA 
DORJI. NAWANG 
DORJI 

THE SWISS EVENTUALLY CONQUERED A MOUNTAIN THAT 
HAS WITHSTOOD NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS BY VARIOUS 
NATIONS 

Distighil Sar 

Himalchuli 

Masherbrum 

AMERICA 

Longs Pe.1k The Diamond 

The Sentinel W. Face 

El Capitan The Nose 

Climbed by the 
Austrians, Starker and 
Marchart 

Climbed by Japanese 

Climbed by Americans 
Unsoeld and Bell 

Kamps and Rearick 
1st ascent 

Frost and Chouinard 
1st ascent 

Fitschen, Robbins, 
Frost and Pratt 

The first ascent in one push of a route originally climbed by seige 
in 1958. 

CANADA 

Bugaboo Spire E. Face 

1961 

HIMALAYAS & KARAKORAM 

Annapurna 111 

CHINA 

Gran and Cooper 
1st ascent 

Climbed by the Indians 

Amne Machin Climbed by the Chinese 
A 23,000ft. mountain originally thought to be higher than Everest. 
ALASKA 

MT. McKINLEY S. FACE ITAL/AN PARTY LED 
BY CASSIN 
1st ASCENT 

A very difficult climb for such a high mountain. 
CANADA 

Howser Spire, W. Face 
South Tower 

Mt. Edith Cavell N. Face 

AMERICA 

Beckey and 
Chouinard 
1st ascent 

Beckey, Doody 
and Chouinard 
1st ascent 

EL CAPITAN SALATHE WALL PRATT. FROST 
AND ROBBINS 
1st ASCENT 

8 days climbing total time, in two periods. 

Article by Bradford Washburn in the American Alpine Club Journal 
suggested several possible routes in the Mt. McKinley region. 

1962 

HIMALAYAS & KARAKORAM 

NANGA 
PARBAT 

DIAMIR FACE 

LOw killed during the descent. 

Pumorl 

Swiss, German expedition. 

K/NSHOFER 
MANNHARDT AND 
LOW 
1st ASCENT 

Forrer, Lenser, 
Hurlemann 

JAN NU DESMAISON. 
PARAGOT. KELLER. 
AND MIKCHUNG 

A VERY DIFFICULT MOUNTAIN. ASCENDED BY A STRONG 
FRENCH EXPEDITION LED BY TERRAY. 

Nupohu 
lndrasan 
Chamlang 
Saltoro Kangri 
Baltoro Kangri 
All climbed by the Japanese in five separate expeditions. 

Everest 
A curious and inexperienced American attempt from Tibet. 
Condemned as iuesponsible in the Alpine Journal. 

HINDU KUSH 

Polish expedition make several first ascents. 

ANDES 

CHACRARAJU EAST PEAK 

A VERY DIFFICULT CLIMB. 

Tullparaju 

ALASKA 

Mt. McKinley S.E. Spur 

AMERICA 

El Capitan Dihedral Wall 

A prolonged seige, 42 days· climbing time. 

MAGNONE. TERRAY, 
OUBOST, GENDRE. 
SOUBIS 
°tst ASCENT 

Climbed by an 
American party 
led by Patterson 

Climbed by six 
Americans 

Baldwin, Cooper 
and Denny 
1st ascent 

25 



Photo on page 28. Throughout the sixties the Dolomites have been 
very popular with British climbers, nowhere more so than the Tre Cime 
di Laveredo with its abundance of huts, campsites, and even a road that 
comes close to the bottom of the cliffs. 

Routes such as the Yellow Edge on the Cima Piccola, the Comici on the 
Cima Grande and the Cassin on the Cima Ovest, have been particularly 

Wales 
1983 
Alpha Club members completely dominate WBlsh climbing. Fine 
routes were pioneered on many of the biggest cliffs in Snowdonia. 

WINTER 

Central 
Gully 

Clogwyn -y• 
Grochan 

Boysen and Ingle 

Waterfall Creag Rhaeadr Boysen and Ingle 
Climb 

THE BLACK CLOGWYN OU ' R BOYSEN ANO INGLE 
CLEFT ARD DU 
Took three days. An outstanding achievement on a X.S climb. 

SUMMER 

The Crucible Cwm Silyn Ingle and R. Wilson 

Nexus W. Wing Oinas Mot Boysen and Nunn 

Tremolite W. Wing Dinas Mot Crew and Ingle 

Great Buttress Cyrn Las Crew and Ingle 

Roay Crucifixion Clogwyn y Ddysgl Crew and Ingle 

Suicide Wall ldwal Slabs Crew and Ingle 
Rout• II 
The Boldest Clogwyn du' r Arddu Crew and Ingle 
A very difficult and serious climb, with a bolt being used for the 
first time in Wales . The culmination of a fine series of routes by 
Crew and Ingle . 

Clogwyn du'r Arddu Guide by Crew and Banner published. 
Led to a tremendous boom in hard climbing throughout Wales. 

GOGARTH ANGLESEY INGLE AND BOYSEN 

Pentathol Anglesey Crew and Ingle 
The first routes on cliffs that were to become very important in the 
late sixties. 

1984 
CENTRAL WALL CASTELL CIDWM CLEMENTS AND 

BELL 
A tremendous route up an intimidating wall. 

Griseofulvin Craig yr Ysfa Clements and Bell 

Endor Uech Ddu Bell and Clements 
Clements and Bell commence explorations on three cliffs neglected 
during the Alpha blitz. 

Gollom, E. Wing Dinas Mot Webb and others 
Baorn 
Fine routes on an uncompromising crag. 

Zukator Tremadoc Crew and Harris 

Tensor Tremadoc 

Pellagra Tremadoc 
Short and difficult last problems. 

ldwal Guide revised and reprinted. 

Tryfan Guide revised and reprinted. 

Brown and Davies 

Brown and party 

Specially manufactured alloy nuts and wedges are introduced. 

1965 

Glwm Castell Cidwm Clements and Bell 

Erg Castell Cidwm Clements and Beasley 

CIDWM GIRDLE CASTELL CIDWM CLEMENTS AND 
POTTS 

A fine and sustained traverse, perhaps the most difficult in Snowdonia. 

Plumbagin Craig yr Ysja Clements and Potts 

Great Corner Llech Ddu Clements and Potts 
A spectacular line similar to Cenotaph Corner. 

Elllw Llech Ddu Bell and Clements 

Black Foot W. Wing Dinas Mot Alcock and Fuller 
Black Spring W. Wing Dinas Mot Boysen. and Williams 
Two good routes up a belt of wet slabs. 

Plexus Buttress W. Wing Dinas Mot Boysen and little 
Girdle 

Black Maria Gallt yr Ogof Boysen and party 
A very hard and greasy groove . 

The Key Clogwyn du' r Arddu Brown and others 
Slnistra, 
Girdle of Far 
East Buttress 
Brown draws on his stock of secret Jines. 

Diwedd Groove Clogwyn du 'r Arddu Edwards, Boysen 
and Mellor 

The first of Edwards' routes on the West Buttress. 
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Lake District 
1963 
Girdle Traverse High Crag 

Buttermere 

Mlthril Dale Head 
Buttress 

Shamrock Scafell C{ag 
Buttress 

Gimmer String Gimmer Crag 

Kendal, McHaffie 
and Liddell 

Soper and Wright 

Griffin and 
Wilkinson 

Austin, Miller 
and Metcalf 

Scylla Pillar Rock Cram and Young 
Cram continued to develop routes on Pillar rock alter this, bringing 
it belatedly into importance in modern Lake District climbing. 

1984 
The Ghost 

Gandalf's 
Groove 

West Cove 
Eliminate, 
Charybdis 

Psycho 

Cam Spout 
Buttress 

Totalitarian 

THE MEDLAR 

Castle Rock 

Neckband Crag 

Pillar Rock 

High Crag 
Buttermere 

Cam Spout 
Crag 

Raven Crag 
Thirlmere 

RAVEN CRAG 
THIRLMERE 

Cram and party 

Austin and 
.Jenkinson 

Cram and Young 

L. Brown and 
Bradshaw 

Austin and Soper 

Bonington and 
Thompson 

BONINGTON AND 
BOYSEN, 
THOMPSON 

An impressive and difficult problem, Bonington and Boysen 
sharing the leads. 

1965 
PRAYING GOAT CRAG L. BROWN AND 
MANTIS BRADSHAW 
Les Brown adds another fine route to his tally of widely spread 
classics, and opens development on an important low level crag. 

D.D.T. Goat Crag Lee, .Jackman and 
Ross 

Caused a furore among the Lakes pundits as it was climbed with 
considerable artificial aid and later led free by A. Liddell. 

The Inquest, Eagle Crag Ross and Nunn 
Daedalus Langstrath varied leads 

Eyrie Gillercombe Nunn and Woolcock 

Carn!val Eagle Crag Soper, Austin and 
Buttermere Roper 

Yet another strong threesome combining on a hard route. Each 
led a pitch. 

Sheol Pillar Rock Cram and Martin 

Iago Heron Crag 

last Laugh Castle Rock 

Another surprising permutation of climbers. 

The Holy Ghost Scalell East 

Singleton and 
.Jackson 

Bonington, Ross 
Henderson and 
Mosley 

Bonington and 
Thompson 

A serious route. Some religious objections to the name. 

A pirate Borrowdale Guide by Ross and Thompson produced 
within six weeks as a p1otest against continued Fell and Rock 
guide procrastination. 

Fell and Rock Climbing Club publish a Lake District new climbs 
booklet as a temporary solution to the serious delay in Guide book 
publication. 

popular and even the big North Face artificial routes get several ascents 
in a season. 

There have been several epics hereabouts however; Boysen had to hold 
a helpless German climber on the Ovest for several hours until another 
party arrived to give assistance; a Sheffield climber mysteriously died 
of constriction in abseil ropes on the Yellow Edge, for reasons still 

Scotland 
1963 

SUMMER 

The Long Reach Trilleachan 
Slabs 

Mclean and W. Smith 

Vam Great Gully Fulton and L. Brown 
Buttress, 
Buachaille Etive 

A brutal piece of work, scene of many failures. 

West Flank Rosa Pinnacle, Skidmore and party 
Route Cir Mhor, Arran 
One of the many fine routes on the Rosa Pinnacle by Skidmore and 
his friends. 

Kuf N. Face Haston and 
Aonach Dubh Campbell 

A preliminary scrape at a fierce pillar of sugary rock. 

1964 

WINTER 

The Edinburgh Squirrels take over the bulk of exploration in 
Scotland. 

The Shroud Sgor An Lochan MacEacheran and 
Claine Knight 

Centre Post 
Direct 

Creag Meaghaidh Robertson and 
party 

South Post Creag Meaghaidh MacEacheran and 
Direct Knight 
The Posts are at last climbed properly. 

Diadem Creag Meaghaidh .J. Brown and 
Paley 

Two old masters put up a fine winter route. 

SUMMER 

Raven's Edge Buachaille Etive 

A superb line. 

Pussyfoot Goat Fell, Arran 

Etive methods applied to Arran granite. 

Bathgate and 
Brumfit 

Bathgate and 
Renny 

Dinosaur Creag an Dubh Stenhouse and 
Loch Lawrie 

Etive methods applied to Cairngorm granite. A magnificent route. 

Waterkelpie Creag An Oubh Mercer and 
Wall Loch McArtney 

Inbred Creag Oubh Haston and party 
Newtonmore 

The Big Ride Trilleachan Slabs 

King Kong Carn Dearg 
Buttress, Ben Nevis 

An extremely complex and difficult line. 

1965 
WINTER 

Haston and 
Campbell 

Robertson and 
party 

Djlbangi Creagan a Choire McArtney and 
Etchachan Barclay 

Mourning Slab Carn Dearg Knight and 
Buttress, Ben Nevis Bathgate 

The biggest Jump of ice on the Ben. 
The Great Rift Garbh Choire Nicol and Light 

Dhaidh, Braeriach 

The Talisman Creagan a Choire Grassick and 
Etchachan Light 

Moonlight Lost Valley Macinnes and 
Gully Buttress. Glencoe Crabbe 
The hardest winter line in Glencoe. 
THE CUILLIN SKYE PATEY, MaclNNES, 
RIDGE ROBERTSON, 

CRABBE 
Britain's longest Alpine-style expedition, Moriarty and Tiso in 
close pursuit. 
SUMMER 
Rockclimb Central Buttress, Knight and McKeith 

Buachaille Etive 
Another hard climb by the Squirrels on this Buttress. 
Aryan Trilleachan Slabs Haston and Tiso 
Attila Trilleachan Slabs Haston and Brumfitt 
Valkyrie Trilleachan Slabs Robertson and Harper 
Three hard eliminates. 
The Giant Creag an Dubh Bathgate and party 

Loch 
A maynificent line, but ascended with considerable aid. 

Rolling Stones Tower Ridge. Cunningham and 
W. Wall, Ben Nevis Higgins 

Inversion Strone Ulladale Ball and Reeves 
The first important route on an impressive crag. 

Important Outcrops 
1963 

Graham West and M. Roberts killed in a snow avalanche in the 
Chew Valley. 

GRITSTON.E 
Croton Oil Wall Rivelin Crew and A. Wright 
Brush Off Rivelin Crew 
Beatnik Brimham R. Barley 
The new Stanage Guide edited by Eric Byne published. 
Stanage considered virtually fully developed. 
LIMESTONE 
BEESTON BEESTON BURGESS AND 
ELIMINATE ALLEN 
John Peel Dovedale Williams and Amies 
SIRPLUM CHEEDALE DEARMAN AND 

R. BROWN 
THE PROW MILLERS DALE DEARMAN AND 

GERRARD 
CASTELLAN HIGH TOR WEBB AND 

MACKINNON 
JASPER STONEY STREET AND 

MIDDLETON BIRTLES 
The Cioch Club based on Stoney Middleton start to develop more 
big limestone routes. .Jackson, Street, Dearman, Gerrard, Birt/es 
and Nicol involved. 
N. Buttress Kilnsey Sumner and Sales 
Direct 

MAIN GORDALE SUMNER AND 
OVERHANG SALES 
THE HARDEST OF THE BIG PENNINE OVERHANGS 
S.W. ENGLAND 
The Bishop's 
Chain 
Bishop's Rib 
Direct 

Chair Ladder 

Chair Ladder 

McDermott and 
Mellor 
McDermott and party 

Traver•• of the Swanage Baillie and Cleare 
Gods 
2,000ft. of serious and often inescapable climbing, traversing just 
above the sea and occasionally swimming. 

1964 

GRITSTONE 

The Stretcher. Guisecliffe R. Barley and 
Pendulum, A . Barley 
N . Wall Eliminate 
A few of the routes developed on this new crag by the Barley brothers 

ELEGY, ROCHES M. SIMPKINS 
WOMBAT AND PARTY 

Dave Sales killed after falling off Quietus. Stanage Edge. 

LIMESTONE 

Chicken Run Cheedale 

CHEE TOR CHEEDALE 
GIRDLE 

Mephistopheles Ravensdale 

Conclu:sor Ravensdale 

Gangue Grooves Willersley 

High light High Tor 

ALCASAN STONEY 
MIDDLETON 

Darkness Gordale 

light Gordale 

Right Wing Malham 
Girdle 

MACABRE. MALHAM 
Wombat 

S.W. ENGLAND 

Interrogation, Hay Tor 
Low Man Girdle 
Two difficult routes on an impressive Tor. 

PINK WALL 
DIRECT 

Malambo 

1965 
GRITSTONE 

AVON GORGE 

Avon Gorge 

Eliminator. Stanage 
Yosemite Wall 

Howard and Tweedale 

JACKSON AND 
PARTY 

Nunn and Woolcock 
A. Clarke and party 

Scott and Read 

Scott and Read 

DEARMAN AND 
MOORE 

Watson and Morrell 

Wallis and Had/um 

Sumner and SaltJS 

R. BARLEY ANO 
GRAY 

Cannings and 
Badcock 

ANNETTE AND 
JONES 

.Jones and Busse 

Clarke and Parkin 

Froggatt-Curbar Guide edited by Eric Byne published. 
Saddleworth and Chew Guide by Tony Howard published. 
LIMESTONE 
Evasor Stoney Middleton Nunn and Cox 
DEBAUCHERY HIGH TOR JACKSON AND 

PARTY 
Great Central Cheedale .J. Brown and 

Cheesmond 
Moat Wall Water-cum-Jolly Dearman and R. Brown 
Phil's Route Dovedale Leaming and party 
Cummerbund Manifold Allen and Burgess 
The Claw Dovedale Benion, Critchlow 

and Hassell 
Derwent Valley limestone Guide by D. Scott published . 
CARNAGE MALHAM A. BARLEY AND 

PARTY 

S.W. ENGLAND 
CORONATION CHEDDAR GORGE BONINGTON ANO 
STREET GREENBANK 
A STUPENDOUS ROUTE; PROBABLY THE FINEST OUTCROP 
CLIMB IN THE COUNTRY. 
Earl of Perth, Avon Gorge Ward-Drummond and 
Howhard. Fallas. others from Bristol 
Hell Gates University 
The first appearance of a controversial fiqure. 
Cyclops Dewerstone Cannings and 

Shackleton 
The Spider Chudleigh Cannings and Biven 
For a long time the hardest route in Devon. 



obscure ; Bob Keates and John Ashburner took 4 days to complete the 
Swiss / Italian route on the Ovest after being caught in a storm. Keates 
fell off, leading, six times and the pair eventually emerged on the summit 
and had to fa ce a descent plastered with snow, wearing P.A.'s and 
without ice axes. 

Alps 
(British) 
1963 
Aig. du Plan W. Face Direct 

Aig . San s Nom N.W. Face 

Eiger North Wall 

Brown and Patey 
1st ascent . 
Brown and Patey 
1st ascent 

Haston and Bai/he 
2nd British ascent. 

A slow ascent due to difficult icy conditions. 

Miinch N. Face Talbot and Epp 
1st Bfllish ascent. 

CROZZON DI 
BRENTA 

Civetta 

ASTE DIEDRE 

Fessura A~te 

CLOUGH AND 
HASTON 
1st BRITISH ASCENT. 

Crew and Ingle 
4th ascent. 

Civetta Philhp. Flamm Boysen and Nunn 
route 2nd British ascent. 

F11st completion of this difficult route in one day. Nunn's leg was 
broken four pitches from the top by falling rock, but he managed 
to complete the route 

1964 
Aig. de Leschaux S.W. Ridge 

Point Migot N. Face 

WETTERHORN N.E. PILLAR 

Finstorarrhorn N.E. Face 

Cima Grande Brandler, Hasse 
route 

First ascent in one day. 

Patey, Brown, Ford 
and Bonington 
1st ascent 

Brown, Patey, 
Boninyton and Ford 
1st ascent. 

TALBOT AND EPP 
1st ASCENT 

Ta/bot and Epp 
1st British ascent. 

Potts and Lewis 
2nd British ascent 

Cime Grande Sachsenweg Shirley and Swfft 
1st British ascent. 

Chmbed by mistake. They confused it with the Comici route . 

Civetta Phillip, Flamm 
route 

Three separate ascents. without a bivouac, emphasised British 
competence in hard, free climbing. 

Marmolada S.W. Pillar Shirley and Swift 
1st British ascent. 

1965 

Cardinal W. Face Bonington. Paley, 
Tejada-Flores and 
Millar 
1st ascenc 

Mt. Blanc Right Pillar Bonington, Hat/in , 
Brouillard Face Bai/he and Robertson 

1st ascent. 
Bonington bags another big route on Mt. Blanc which had received 
several Bmish attempts . 

Gran Pa radiso N. Face Godfrey and Knight 
1st Britfsh ascent. 

An area rather neglected by British climbers. 

Torre Trieste Carlesso, Sandri Moo1house and party 
route 1st Br 1tish ascent. 

T. Graham B,own dies. A prominent British alpinist who with his 
guides made the first ascents of the Pear Buttress, the Route Major 
and the Red Sentinel on the Brenva face of Mt. Blanc. 

MATTERHORN CENTENARY 
B.8.C. televise an ascent of the Hornh ridge. 

Alps 
(Other Nationalities) 
1963 

WINTER 

MOnch N. Face Jenny and Steiger 
1st Winter ascent 

CIVETTA SOLLEDER PUISSI. HIEBELER 
AND REDAELLI 
1st WINTER ASCENT 

They extracted wooden wedges to use as fuel. 

GRAN DES 
JORASSES 

Les Droites 

CENTRAL SPUR BONATTI AND 
ZAPELLI 
1st WINTER ASCENT 

N.E. Spur Four Polish climbers 
1st Winter ascent 

Route completed in a violent stotm. 

Cima Grande Super 

SUMMER 

Direttissima 
(Saxonweg) 

Kauschke, Se1gert. 
Geru and Uhner 
1st ascent 

MT. BLANC N. FACE BONATTI AND 
GRAND PILIER ZAPELLI 
D "A NGLE 1st ASCENT 
A remote climb of outstanding technical dilhculty: one of the great 
modern climbs of the sixties. 
Bonatti's original route, the £. Face. was ascended in 1957 

Mt. Blanc Hidden Pillar Harlin and Frost 
Fr&nay Face 1st ascent 

Aig. du Fou S. Face Hemming, Frost, 
Harlin and Fulton 

(Scot) 
These two ascents established the Americans as a potent influence 
in Alpine climbing. 

EIGER 

Eiger 

Marmolada 

1964 

WINTER 

Eiger 

SUMMER 

Eiger 

GRAN DES 
JORASSES 

NORTH WALL 

North Wall 

S.W. Face 
Direct 

Lauper Route 

North Wall 

POINT 
W HYMPER 

M . DARBELLAY 
1st SOLO ASCENT 

Ette,, Gante1bein 
and Henkel 
1st descent 

Shel/net and Uhner 
1st ascent 

Trachel and Siedhot 
1st Winter ascent 

Bittner and Daisy Voog 
1st Female ascent 

BONATTI AND 
VAUCHER 
1st ASCENT 

An epic ascent. A violent storm took place during the climb when 
the climbers were committed. Their rope was cut in several places 
by falling stones. Again Bonatti showed his ability to survive in 
appalling conditions. 

Aig . Verta Grande Montets 
Arete 

Fourteen French guides and asp,rant guides died alter being 
overcome by an avalanche only 200ft. below the summit. 

Toni KinshO!er dies of injuries received while climbing in a German 
klettergarten. 

Pelvoux 

Marmolada 

1965 

WINTER 

Mt. Blanc 
Brenva Face 

N. Face 

S. Face 
Direct 

Pear Route 

Cine/ and Pinard 
1st ascent 

Aste and So/mg 

OIiier and 
Salluard 
1st Winter ascent 

MATTERHORN N. FACE W. BONATTI 
1st ASCENT (SOLO) 

A new route to the ri9ht of the Schmid route . Another of Bonatti's 
phenominal solo ascents . Five bivouacs. 

Grand Capucin S. Face Two Italians 
1st Winter 

SUMMER 

Mt. Blanc 
Grand Pilier 
d"Angle 

PETIT DRU 

E. Face 
Bonnattl / Gobbi 

W. FACE 
DIRECT ROUTE 

Four Polish 
chmbers 
2nd ascent 

HARLIN AND 
ROBBINS 
1st ASCENT 

A long and aesthetic line, showing the Americans' prowess in b,g 
rock climbs. 

Lionel Terray. one of the world's most experienced mountaineers. 
killed with Marc Martmettf on the Vercors . 

Hermann Geiger. ths A/pine pilot killed in an air crash. at Sion. 

On the Cima Grande, Shirley and Swift found themselves halfway up 
the Saxonweg in mistake for the considerably easier Comici route . 
Despite their surprise the climbers managed to finish the route and 
unintentionally made the first British ascent. 
Photo: C. M. Dixon 

All other ranges 
(British) 

1963 

HIMALAYAS & KARAKORAM 

R. Pett,grew led a small expedition to the Punjab Himalaya . Several 
passes and small peaks chmbed. 

ANDES 

Rondoy London School of 
Economics party 
1st ascent. 

Bebbington and G. Sadler kl/led on descent. 

GREENLAND 

A Scottish expedition led by P. Gribbon. Several ascents. 
E. AFRICA 

MT. KENYA NELION B. CLIFF WITH 
E. FACE KLIER AND 

AEBERLI 
The first ascent of a very hard route . Grade 6 and A3. 

PATAGONIA 

C ENTRAL BONINGTON AND 
TOWER WHILLANS 
OF PAINE 1st ASCENT 
Blllish team had strong competition from an Italian party to claim 
the lust ascent. 

Chmese Everest evidence challenged ir, the Alpine Journal by 
Hugh Merrick , proving that their highest photo was in fact taken 
considerably lower than claimed. 

1964 

HIMALAYAS & KARAKORAM 

Gaurisankar 
A strong British party came close to ascending this difficult peak. 
The approach was unduly long due to lack of advance information. 
The attempt eventually failed on a dangerous avalanche slope 
with Whillans and Clough having several narrow escapes. 

Kulu Pumori 

ANDES 

Pettigrew and 
Mohling, 
Wangyal and Chook 
1st ascent 

Scottish expedition led by S/esser climbed several peaks in Cordillera 
Urubamba and also attempted the N.£. Buttress of Yerupaja. 

E. AFRICA 

Mt. Kenya 
Scolllsh expedition led by R. Baillie erected a box on the S.E. ridge 
of Batian, climbed a new route on Pointe John and traversed 
Pigott, Bauan, Nellon and Pomte John . 

1965 

HIMALAYAS & KARAKORAM 

Punjab Himalaya 
An Army Mountaineering Association party ascends several small 
peaks. 

Dhaulagiri IV 
Attempted by an R.A.F. expedition led by J . Sims. 

NORWAY 

TROLLRYGGEN N. FACE HOWARD, AMATT 
TWEEDALE 
1st ASCENT 

A SUPERB PERFORMANCE. FIVE BIVOUACS NEEDED. THIS 
ASCENT PUT THE BRITISH IN THE FOREFRONT OF THE RAPID 
DEVELOPMENT OF NORWEGIAN CLIMBING. 

All other ranges 
(Other Nationalities) 

1963 

HIMALAYAS & KARAKORAM 

EVER EST W. RIDGE 

THEY DESCENDED THE S. RIDGE 

UNSOELO AND 
HORBEIN 
1st ASCENT 

S. RIDGE WHITTAKER, AND 
NAWANG GOMBU 
BISHOP AND 
JERSTAO 

GIGANTIC AMERICAN EXPEDITION LED BY DYRENFURTH 
WERE THE FIRST TO TRAVERSE EVEREST. THE OUT
STANDING MOUNTAINEERING ACHIEVEMENT OF THE 
DECADE. 

HINDU KUSH 

Austrians, Swiss and Italian expeditions in the area . 
ALASKA 

MT. McKINLEY WICKERSHAM 
WALL 

GMOSER, PRINZ 
AND SCHWARTZ 
1st ASCENT 

A 14,000ft. face. 

1964 

HIMALAYAS & KARAKORAM 

Everest S. Ridge Climbed by 
Indian expedition 

Gosainthan Climbed by the 
Chinese 

The last 8,000 metre mountain to be climbed. 
Gyachung Kang Climbed by the 

Japanese 
1-hams erku Chmbed by 

Manaslu 

Ganes h 
(Moditse) 
Glacier Dome 

HINDU KUSH 

N. Peak 

N.Z. Schoolhouse 
Expedition led by 
Hilary 
de lint, Driessen 
Schre,bl and 
two Sherpas 
1st ascent 
Climbed by the 
Japanese 
Climbed by the 
Japanese 

Austrian and German expeditions. Several fitst ascents. 
ANDES 

J iris hanca Climbed by Americans 
Norte Denny and Colliver 

1st ascent 
CHACRARAJU N. RIDGE FROST, A BRONS, 

W. PEAK DOODY AND 
ORTENBURGER 

Huandoy Sur W. Buttress Clfmbed by party 
of six 

Two new climbs on difficult mountains by an American Alpine 
Club party. 

El Toro Groch and Beorch,a 
A 450-year-old mummified body found on the summit. 
ANTARCTICA 
Big Ben 
Heard Island 

Climbed by an 
A ustralian expedition 
led by Deacock 

ALASKA 
MT. HUNTINGTON 

French expedition led by Terray. 
Mooses Tooth 

AMERICA 

BATKIN A ND 
SAR THOU 
1st ASCENT 

German party led 
by Welsch 
1st ascent 

Mt. Watkins S. Face Harding, 
Chouinard 
and Pratt 
1st ascent 

The first of the big Yosemite walls to succumb without resortmg 
to seige tactics. Four days. 
El CAPITAN NORTH AMERICA ROBBINS. FROST 

WA LL PRA TT A ND 
CHOUINARD 
1st A SCENT 

AN IMPRESS/VE WALL WITH SUSTAINED HIGH STANDARD 
ARTIFICIA L CLIMBING. NINE DAYS TA KEN ON THE ASCENT 

Half Dome N. Face Direct 

1965 

HIMALAYAS & KARAKORAM 

Cho Oyu 2 

Robbins and 
McCracken 
1st ascent 

1st ascent 

Ngojumbi Ri 1st ascent 
By a Japanese party climbing without oxygen for scientific research 

Gangapurna Wunsche, Seibold, 
Pemba Norbu 
1st ascent 

HINDU KUSH 

More than a dozen expeditions crowd into the range with Nepal 
and Pakistan closed to climbmg. 

ANDES 

Nevada Ouitoraja Reist and another 
1st ascent 

Large Swiss expedition records several first ascents. 

Nevado Mauri and Goibb, 
U ruashraju 1st ascent 

Salcantay N.E. Ridge A Japanese party 
1st ascent 

ACONCAGUA S. FACE FONROUGE AND 
VARIATION SCHONBERGER 

A four day ascent of a massive face. High powered chmbing. 

PATAGONIA 

FITZROY SUPER COULOIR FONROU(J,E AND 
COMESANA 
1st ASCENT 

A RAPID AND COMPETENT ASCENT BY TWO ARGENTINIANS. 
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Perhaps the most important single influence in British alpine climbing 
in the past few years has been the Alpine Climbing Group. The Group's 
basis is completely competitive and members are retired if their 
performance drops below a certain level. The A.C.G. also publishes 
information in its annual bulletin and records the activities of its 
members, placing great stress on rapid and competent ascents. 
The photograph on the previous page shows A.C.G. members 
Chase, and Kosterlitz with Canadian, Brian Greenbank bivouacing 
during an attempt on the Walker Spur of the Grandes Jorasses, a hard 
route which has become very popular am ong British climbers in recent 
years. Photo: Robert Keates 

Wales 

1966 
WINTER 

Slanting Gully L11wedd Brown and Coburn 

SUMMER 
Carneddau Guide by Mou/am pub/Jshed. 
New Climbs Bulletin published for public sale by the Climbefs 
Club. 
Clements killed in Glencoe. One of the most promising climbers 
mvolved in Welsh explorat,on at the time. 
An outstanding year. Unprecedented development at Anglesey, 
fine new routes on Clogwyn du"r Arddu. and all over Snowdon1a. 
Only a few mentioned here. 

Central Park Anglesey Crew and Alcock 
Big Groove Anglesey Crew and Alcock 
DINOSAUR ANGLEHY CREW A ND BROWN 
A partnership of the two most forceful leaders in Wales, overcome 
a fo rmidable wall. 
Wen Anglesey Brown and Boysen 

Anglesey Brown and Crew 
Mousetrap Anglesey Brown and Crew 
Sp.artacus, Clogwyn du r Arddu Edwards and others 
Mynedd, 
New Gird lo o f 
\'\'est Ou ttress 
Edw6rds used very advanced artificial techniques on parts of the 
routes. Bolts used on the Gm.lie, causing some controversy at 
the tim,. 
Chh:ano Clogwyn du'r Arddu Crew and Birt/es 
1 <l E SKUI. L CYRN LAS BOYSEN AND PARTY 
EOYSEN CAPTURES A ROUTE THAT IS PERHAPS THE MOST 
C'FFICUI.T OF THE BIG WELSH ROCK CLIMBS. 

Eursk.-, Cwm Silyn Halliwell brothers 
T'le first appearance of anothBr fine team. 
\ 1anom Uech Ddu Ho//iwe/1 brothers 
Fan Ta n a The Rivals Crew and McNaught 

Davis 
T he Cruci f ix Dinas Cromlech L. T. Brown and Evans 
An outstanding last problem which had defeated many good 
climbers. 
Guide to Craig Gogarth published by Peter Crew. A cheaply 
produced interim guide which attracted many climbers to the 
newly developed sea cliff. 

Further intensive development at Anglesey. 

The Mammoth A nglesey Crew and Drummond 

Ormoz.d A nglesey 

Britom:1rtis Anglesey 

Park Lane Anglesey 

Strand Anglesey 

The Primate Anglesey 

Brown and party 

Alcock and Rogan 

Holliwe/1 brothers 

Ward-Drummond 

Brown and McNaught 
Davis 

Scarface Uech Ddu Holliwe/1 Brothers 

Great Gully Wall Craig yr Ysfa Boysen and Potts 
Abersoch Quarries developed by Bro wn, Alcock and others. 

Moel y Gest quarries developed by the Hol/iwells. 

1968 

WINTER 

Central Gully Lliwedd Fuller and Alcock 

SUMMER 

THE BIG ANGLESEY SCOTT AND PALMER 
OVERH A IJG 
7 he largest roof in the country. Chmbed by advanced artificial 
techm ques. 

Oeygo Anglesey Proctor and Birt/es 

A Dreem of Anglesey Ward-Drummond and 
White Hors es Pearce 

The Citadel Anglesey Street and party 

Spldor Anglesey Brown and Crew 

Skid Row, Uech Odu Halliwell brothers 
Zenith, 
Blitzkrelg , 
Gytrack 
Herostratus, 
Cupid' s 
Inspiration 
A /me senes. bringmg L/ech Ddu to the po.titian of bemg one of the 
most important cliffs m Wales. 

Development of Nefyn Ouames by Brown and others. 

lime Street, Cilan Cliffs Street with Jackson 
Vulture, and Andrew 
Central Pillar 
These routes on the c/Jffs of the Lleyn Peninsula, are perhaps the 
loosest and most serious yet d1scove1ed in Wales . 

Thirty suspected hoax routes discovered in 'New Climbs'. 
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Lake District 

1966 

Nazgul Scafell L. Brown and 
Jackson 

An outstandmg problem. some aid used however. 

Razor Crack Neckband Crag Austin and Wood 

Chimney Variant White Ghyll Austin and party 

The Tomb Gable Crag Cram and Young 

Paper Tiger Green Crag Soper and Austin 
The f,rst route on a crag that surpr,slngly had been overlooked. 

Puppet Pillar Rock Cram and Whybrow 

Poker Face Pavey Ark Austin and Wood 

Second new chmbs booklet published to keep pace with the high 
rate of exploration. 

1967 

Gorgoroth 

Thorgrim 

Uhuru, 
Menshevick 

Hydr;, 

lining Crag 

Green Crag 

Green Crag 

Esk Buttress 

The Silmaril Rainsborrow 
Crag 

The f,rst good route on a remote crag. 

Gondor Pillar Rock 

The Troll Gable Crag 

T oo/e and party 

Roper and Hall 

Austin and 
Sullivan 

Isherwood and Taylor 

Soper and Allmson 

Cram and Robson 

Cram and L. Rogers 

Stark adder Rainsborrow Crag Roper and party 

Freak Out Heron Crag A. Wright and party 

Great Langdale Guide by Austin published by the F.R.C.C. The 
first new guide to the area for 17 years, and the first guide in the 
long overdue new Lake District series. 

1968 

Scafe/I Gu,de by Oliver and Gnffm published - stimulated interest 
in the area. 

Dyad Scalell East K. Jackson and p;,rty 

Mlnv taur Scafell East Clark and Oliver 

The Fulcrum Scafell East K. Jackson and party 

Gillette Neckband Crag Wood and Austin 
Possibly the hardest route in Langdale at this time. 

long Stand Scafell Crag Cross, Soper and 
Harris 

The Hanging 
Chimneys 

Big Busines s 

Vishnu 

Eagle Crag 
Buttermere 

Rainsborrow 

Pillar Rock 

Soper and party 

N. Rogers and Soper 

Lounds and 
Eilbeck 

Dow Crag guide by Ml1ler and Pillar Rock Guide by Cram published 
the F.R.C C. 

Scotland 

1966 

WINTER 

Pinnacle Face Black Spout Grassick. Light and 
Pinnacle. Nicol 
Lochnagar 

A gruelling climb, sustained at a high standard. 

SUMMER 

Grasshopper 
Phase Two 

Tnlleachan Slabs Marshal/and 
Bathgate 

Thin Red Line Trilleachan Slabs Robertson and Nunn 
Two more g,rd/e Imes on the slabs, bringing the total to three. 

Side Show W. Face, Aonach J . Marshall and 

Tightrope 

Hesitation 

Stiletto 

Brachistochrone 

The 
Knuckleduster 
A very steep line. 

Dubh R. Marshall 

W. Face, Aonach Cunningham and 
Dubh McLean 

E. Face, Aonach Cunningham and 
Dubh party 

Creagan an Choire Forbes and Rennie 
Etchachan 

Beinn Tarsuinn. 
Arran 

Ben Nevis 

Galbraith and 
McKeith 

J . Marshall and 
R. Marsha/1 

East Face Old Man of Hoy Bai/he, Paley 
Route and Bonington 
A serious and loose route up a spectacular sea stack in the Orkneys. 

1967 

SUMMER 

Flip Out N. Face. .,, Bathgate and 
Aonach Dubh Ewmg 

Extensive use of American techniques and equipment on this 
extraordinary line. 

Ardverikie Wall Loch Loggan Hunter and Lang 
Area 

Unicorn Stab Coire nan Marshall and 
Lochan Campbell 

Nomad' s Crack Eagle ·s Rock. McArtney and 
Creag an Dubh Duncan 
Loch 

Mort Lochnag ar Forbes and Rennie 

Bogle Beinn Tarsuinn. Rowe and Dundas 
Arran 

The Blue Max Creag an Dubh Robertson. Fyffe 
Loch and Wilkins 

The Hill Creag an Oubh Spence and 
Loch Porteous 

Culloden Creag an Oubh A . Barley and 
Loch R. Barley 

South Face Old Man ol Hoy Brown and 
Route McNaught-Davis 

South East Old Man of Hoy Haston and Crew 
Arete 
Ascended during a nationwide television spectacular which did 
much to popularise climbing in Britain. An outstanding event. 

The Magic Bow Fiddler's Peak Boysen and Patey 
The second 900ft. route on this huge nose. 

1968 

SUMMER 

Pothole Slab 

Silo 

Mosque 

King r.at 

N. Face of Cir 
Mhor, Arran 

N. Face of Cir 
Mhor, Arran 

Central Gully 
Wall, Creagh an 
Dubh Loch. 

Skidmore and 
Gillespie 

Rowe, Trees 
ar.d Watson 

Fulton and Shaw 

F1//e and 
Bower 

T h or Shelter Stone Crag Renme and 
Loch Avon Strange 

A controversial ascent. Aid used on a much-sought route on the 
centrlJI slabs. 

THE PICI SHELTER STONE CARRINGTON AND 
CRAG. LOCH AVON GARDNER 

An exceptionally bold ascent. 

STEEPLE SHELTER STONE SPENCE AND 
CRAG, LOCH AVON WATSON 

A worthy comp11nion route to the Needle. 

The Pinch Tnllcachan Carrmgton and 
Slabs Jackson 

Raised the free standard on the Slabs another notch. 

Kingpin 

Snowba' s 

Vamay 

CARNMORE 
CORNER 

Purple Haze 

Great Prow 

Churchdoor 
Buttress. 
Buachaille Etive 

Cuneiform 
Buttress. 
Buachaille Etive 

Nonh Face, 
Aonach Dubh 

Thomson and 
Hardie 

McLean and 
Higgin~ 

Ferguson and 
Higgins 

Great Gully, Nicholson and 
Buachaille Etive Spence 

CARNMORE CRAG. CARRINGTON AND 
FIONN LOCH AREA JACKSON 

North Buttress. 
Sgurr Sgumam 

Slaven 

Gui/hard and Irwin 

St. Andrew's 
University party 

Important Outcrops 

1966 

LIMESTONE 

The Troll 

Convulsion 

Thunder, 
lightning 

Water-Cum-Jolly 

Water-Cum-Jolly 

Manifold Valley 

Howard and 
Hodgkmson 

Dearman and Parnell 

Smith and Burnell 

Boat Pusher ' s Stoney Middleton Street and party 
Wall 

Saven Deadly Harpur Hill Toogood and Dearman 
Sins 

Stoney Middleton Guide by Geoff Birt/es published, in the absence 
of the offic,a/ B.M.C. Limestone guide by Nunn. Thi; and other 
peak guides were delayed by administrat,ve wrangles between 
the B.M.C. and the printers, 

TRAUMA KILNSEY R. BARLEY AND 
TRAVERSE A. BARLEY 

S.W . ENGLAND 

THE PRETER, Avon Gorge Ward-Drummond. 
EQUATOR, Spinor, Hill and others 
WHITE ELEPHANT, 
Orang. last Slip, 
Indecent Exposure 
Ward-Drummond contmued his outstanding period of exploration m 
the Gorge, and published an interim guide to record his explorations. 
This included a new and controversial gradinq S)'stem. 

Beowulf Bosigran b,ven and Peck 
Bolts used for the f,rst time in Corm-val/. 

Grendel Bosigran McDermott and Peters 
PEMBROKE 

Barad St. David 's Head Mortlock and Webb 
The f,rst big route on a remote belt of sea cliffs. 

1967 

GRITSTONE 

GIBBON STANAGE GOSLING AN.J 
PARTY 

Black Wall Almschff A. Barley and R. Barley 
Eliminate 

LIMESTONE 

left Wall Girdle High Tor Boloer and Upton 

Central Wall Beeston Tor Burgess and Allen 
Black Death Great Close Scar Enwright and party 

Super Kilnsey D. Nicol and party 
Direttissima 

WAR LORD, KI LN SEY A . BARLEY AND 
Brainstorm R. BARLEY 

Great activity at Gordale. mainly short, hard, free climbs on the 
wings. Ivy Groove originally pegged, led free. 

S.W. ENGLAND 

The Mal, Avon Gocge 
The Blic, 
Krapps Last Tape 

Ward-Drummond 
and others 

Moonraker, Berry Head, Torbay Biven and Littlejohn 
Barbican Biven and Cannings 
Two superb routes that revealed the possibilities of the Torbay 
sea chffs. 

1968 

GRITST ONE 

Flower Power Roches Boysen and party 
Aret e . Rubbernec k 
An outstanding performance whiie convales:lng from a bad road 
acc1dtnt. 
tl MESTO N.;.;:E;.._ ___________ _ 

OUR FA T HE R STONEY PROCTOR A ND 
MIDDLETON BIRTLES 

Dies lrne, Stoney Middleton Proctor and party 
Kingdom Come, 
Scoop W all 
Routes previously pegged, climbed free by a very accompltshed 
young climber. 

Koran Miller's Dale T oogood and Dearman 

Patience Beeston Tor Had/um and party 

The Lyncher Gordale J. Moss and party 

S.W . ENGLAND 

Magical Mystery Berry Head, Torbay Baillie and Cleare 
Tour 
The concept of sea traversing developed at Swanage is moved to 
the Devon sea cl!ffs. A long and spectacular excursion. 

Vulcan Bos1gran M. Jon~s and party 
A dlff1cu/t and sensational wall. 



Alps 
{British) 
1966 
WINTER 
EIGER NORTH FACE LEHNE. STROBEL. 

DIRECT VOTTELER. 
HUPFAUER 
(GERMANS) ANO 
HASTON 
1st ASCENT. 

A MAGNIFICENT ACHIEVEMENT. PROBABLY THE MOST 
DIFFICULT SINGLE CLIMB EVER ACCOMPLISHED. AN ANGLO/ 
AMERICAN TEAM AND A HUGE PARTY OF ACE GERMAN 
CLIMBERS COMPETED TO CLIMB THE FACE FIRST. SE/GE 
TACTICS ENABLED THE CLIMBERS TO STAY ON THE FACE 
DURING PERIODS OF BAD WEATHER. BUT THE ROUTES 
TAKEN BY EACH PARTY EVENTUALLY MERGED ANO THE 
TEAMS HELPED EACH OTHER. THE FIXED ROPES BECAME 
DANGEROUSLY WORN AND· DURING THE FINAL SUMMIT 
PUSH HARLIN FELL TO HIS DEATH WHEN A ROPE BROKE. 
THE FIVE CLIMBERS REMAINING HAD TO FIGHT THEIR WAY 
TO THE SUMMIT IN APPALLING CONDITIONS WITH THE 
TEMPERATURE MINUS 40 F. 

SUMMER 
Matterhorn S. Face 

Les Droit as N.E. Spur 

A long and sBrious mixed c/Jmb. 

Cima Oves t Squirrels Arete 

Sassolungo N. Nose Direct 

Nally and party 
1st Br n1sh ascent. 
Estcourt and Gr,f!Jths 
1st British ascent. 

Moorehouse and Homer 
1st Butish ascent. 
Moo~ehouse, Homer 
and Lake 
4th ascent. 

Moorehouse adds two more routes to his fme series of ascents 
in the Eastern Alps. 
Torre di 
Valgrande 
.Aig. du Fou 

Aig. da 
Blaitiere 
Mt. Blanc 

W. Face 

Chamonix Face 

W. Rib 

Rowe and McKe ith 
1st ascent 
Boysen and Jo,dan 
1st ascent. 
McKeith and 
Galbrarth 

Bad storm catches many partJes completing South face route. 
R. Harris and C. Spacey die of exposure wh,le attempting to reach 
salet . 

1967 

WINTER 

Mt. Blanc 
du Tacul 

Gervasutti 
Couloir 

Aig. du Midi N. Face 
Righi Spur 

MATTERHORN N. FACE 
SCHMID ROUTE 

SUMMER 

Haston and Burke 
1st Bfltish ascent 
in winter 

Baillie and Robertson 
1st ascent in winter 

HASTON AND BURKE 
1st BRITISH ASCENT 
IN WINTER 

Mt. Blanc du Gervasutti Bo ysen and 
Tacul Pillar Estcourt 

1st British ascent. 
Two subsequent British ascents in the same season. 

Aig. du Fou S. Face Boysen and Estcourt 
2nd ascent. 

This route had repulsed several strong French parties. 

Alg. du Jardin S. Face Birch and Jordan 
Central Pillar 1st ascent 

Aig. de N.E. Face J . Allison and 
leschaux P. Allison 

1st Br itish ascent. 
A very serious mixed climb similar to the Walker Spur. 

Aig. de Peigo N. Face Direct Robertson and 
Fullalove 

PIC SANS 
NOM 

Torre di 
Valgrande 

N.W. FACE 

Spigalo 
Nord 

1st ascent. 

BOYSEN AND 
ESTCOURT 
1st ASCENT 

Robertson and 
Fullalove 
1st ascent. 

Catinacclo, Roda S. W. Face E. Jones and Colley 
di Vael Schrott/Abram 4th ascent 

Alpine Climbing Group merge with Alpine Club. 

Plz Cengalo N. Ridge Bowker and Barton 
1st British ascent 

1968 

SUMMER 

A poor season 

Monte Agner N. Face 
Zanutti Route 

Alter seve,al Bfltish failures. 

Piz Badile N.E. Face 
Direct 

In mistake for the Cort, route. 

Oberreintaldom Gonda Groove 
(Watterstain) 

Saas Maor E. Face 

Mortimer and lake 
1st British ascent. 

Isherwood and 
Kosterhtz 
1st ascent. 

Nunn and Woodall 
1st British ascent 

Mortimer and Lake 
1st British ascent. 

Alps 
{Other Nationalities) 

1966 

WINTER 

TRIOLET N. FACE 

Aig . du Plan N. Face 

SUl"'MER 

A poor season. 
Petit Dru W. Face 

Ordinary 

P. DESA/LLOUD 
1st WINTER AND 
1st SOLO ASCENT 

Feuilla,ade. 
Martm and Seigneur 
1st Wmter ascent 

A big expensive rescue was organized to help two Germans stuck 
on the ledge after the diagonal abseil. An International team of 
chmbers including Hemming, Desmaison, and Burke carried out a 
successful rescue in poor conditions: Desmaison was expelled 
from the Chamonix Guides Association: a newspaper footed the 
bill. The two Germans seemed unharmed. (ACG Bulletin 1967) . 

Dent Blanche 

1967 
WINTER 

N. Face 
Direct 

M. Vaucher and 
Y. Vaucher 
1st ascent 

MT. BLANC CENTRAL PILLAR DESMAISON AND 
FR~NEY FACE FLEMATTY 

1st WINTER ASCENT 
Alg. Noire de W. Face Bozetti and 
Pueterey Ratti, Vitali Premetton 

1st Winter ascent 
Bozetti killed on the descent. 
Aig . du Dru 

Marmol ad■ 

N. Face 
Direct 

S. Face 
Vinatzer ro1..te 

Feuillarade, 
Seigneur. Jil"ger 
and Pafls 
1st ascent 
Spitzenstatter 
and Wiedmann 
1st Winter ascent 

Bivouaced in hammocks and caught by a storm in the finishing 
stages. A notable achievement. 
Monte Agner N. Ridge 

Furchetta N. Face 

SUMMER 
Aig . du Triolet N. Face 

Direct 

las Droites N.E. Face 
Left Spur 

Civetta Great Diedre, 
Solleder 
Variation 

Cima Grande N. Face 
East Route 

340 bolts used in the first 900 ft . 
Catinz:icclo, 
Roda di Vael 

1968 

WINTER 
PIZ. BADILE 

S.W. Face 
Left Diedre 

N.E. FACE 
CASSIN ROUTE 

Mayer/, H. Messner 
and R. Messner 
1st Winter ascent 
H. Messner, 
R. Messner 
1st Winter ascent 

Jiiger, Marchi 
Hoflsberger and 
Bacht, 
1st ascent 
Kozzowski and 
Kurczab 
1st ascent 
Holzer, Mayer/. 
R. Messner and 
Revli 
1st ascent 
Mauro and 
M1'nuzzo 
1st ascent 

Schrott and 
Abram 
1st ascent 

CALGAGNO. 
TRO/LLET. 
ARMANDO. GOGNA , 
BOURN/SEN 
1st Winter ascent 

Dent Bla nche N. Face C. Bournisen. 
1st Wmter ascent 

GRANDE$ TrlE SHROUD DESMAISON AND 
JORASSES FLEMATTY 

1st ASCENT 
A long-standing problem. eventually solved by cbmbing it in winter. 
The route had originally been claimed by R. Travelllni but this was 
regarded as a hoax and not recognised. P. Desa,lloud made the 
second ascent solo and also ,n wmter. 
SUMMER 
GRAN DES WALKER SPUR A . GOGNA 
JORASSES 1st SOLO ASCENT 
A long overdue climb done by a brilliant 22-year-old ltahan 
Grand Capucin Ragni Route 

Eiger North Face 
N. Pillar 

Eigar North Face 
The Polish Route 

Monte Agner N Face 
Direct 

Purtschellerturm S. Ridge 
(Roe di 

Cia mpe die) 

Mauri, Anghi/er,, 
Caflboni, Ferrar, 
and Negfl 
1st ascent 
Hiebeler, Maschke, 
R. Messner and 
G. Messner 
1st ascent 
Cielecki, Lankytys 
Szarfersh1, Zyzak 
1st ascent 
R . Zawadzki and 
party 
Schubert and 
Werner 
1st ascent 

Gletscharhorn N Face G. and R. Messner 
Ebnafluh N. W. Face direct 
Both faces ascended m a total chmbmg lime of 6 hours. 
An outstandmg piece of high speed ice chmbing. 
P. Desa,l/oud. the solo ice chmber, killed. 
Party of Czechs disappear after completing the Bonat11/ Gobb1 
route on the Grands Pitier d'Angle 

All other ranges 
{British) 

1966 

ANDES 

Alpamayo S. Ridge Bathgate ~nd 
Smith 
1st ascent 

Exp~dition led by Dennis Gray. The party filmed the ascent and 
later won the Mario Bello trophy at the Trento film festival. 

Yerupaja N.E. Face Attempted by 
Scottish party led 
by Sletsor 

AMERICA 

Sentinel Rock W. Face 

Sentinel Rock N. Face 

1967 

HIMALAYAS& KARAKORAM 

Papsu,a 
(Kulu ) 

HINDU KUSH 

Kosterlitz and party 
1st British ascent 

Had/um, Whillans 
Burnell and Howell 
1st British ascent 

Hill and Pfltchard 
1st ascent 

Scott and Gilhes 
1st ascent 

Koh-i-Shahran Scott and Watts 
1st ascent 

A successful expedition of chmbers from the East Midlands. 
Numerous ascents mcluding the two firsts hsted above. J . Fleming 
died, probably of drownmg, in the early stages of the expedition. 

NORWAY 

Sondre 
Trolltlnd 

Kongen 

Mongejurt 

CANADA 

N. Face 
Direct 

E. Face 
Direct 

S . Face 

Mt. Assinboine N. Face 

1968 

HIMALAYAS & KARAKORAM 

Amatt and Baillie 
1st ascent 

Thompson, Tiegland. 
Stanger and Walsh 
1st ascent 

Thompson. 
Stanger and Walsh 
1st ascent 

C. Jones with 
Chouinard and 
Faint (Americans) 
1st ascent 

Mukar Beh Ashburner and 
Wangyal 
1st ascent 

Expedition led by Dennis Gray succeeds after several attempts by 
other parties. 

ANDES 

YERUPAJA 

PATAGONIA 

N.E. FACE 
DIRECT 

C. JONES AND 
DIX (AMERICAN) 
1st ASCENT 

THE FORTRESS NICOL, HIBBERD, 
GREGORY 
1st ASCENT 

Party led by Ian Clough. High technical dlfflcuhy both ice and rock 
durmg one section of the ascent. 

Cerro Torre S.E. Ridge 
Attempt by a strong ACG party includmg Cre~ Boysen. Burke. 
Haston and Fonrouge (Argentiman) fa,lBd after prolonged bad 
weather destroyed foted ropes and buried equipment. 

FITZROY SW. BUTTRESS 

A rapid ascent of a sellous route. 

AMERICA 

C. JONES WITH 
CHOUINARD. 
DOR.WORTH 
TOMPKINS AND 
TEJADA-FLORES 

(AMERICANS) 
1st ASCENT 

EL CAPITAN THE NOSE BURKE AND WOOD 
1st BRITISH ASCENT 

Important Bm,sh success on a b,g Yosemite route. 

long•s Peaks E. Face Burnell and Evans 
Diamond 1st Bt1t1sh ascent 

All other ranges 
{Other Nationalities) 

1966 

ALASKA 

Mt. Huntington W. Face Bernd, Hale. Jensen 
and Robetls 
1st ascent 

The second route on a d1ff1cult mountam falls to the Americans. 
Mt. Logan Hummingbird Ridge Long. Coale. 

Steck, Wilson. 
Evans and Bacon 
1st ascent 

A very prolonged climb at high altitude. 

AMERICA 

El Capitan Muir Wall 

A very last lime on a very difl,cult route. 

PATAGONIA 

Chouinard and 
Herbert 
1st ascent 

7 days. 

Mt. Buckland 
Tierra del Fuego 

Italian expedition 
led by Mauri 
1st ascent 

1967 

HINDU KUSH 

Austrian expedition led by Diemberget. Four first ascents. 

ANDES 

Cordillera 
Carabaya 
Four first Hcents and several other ascents by a New Zealand party 

Huascaran N. Face Paragot. Jacob. 
Norte Jaccoux, 

Leprince-Ringuet 
1st ascent 

ALASKA 

Mt. McKinley W. Buttress Davidson, Genet. 
and Johnston 
1st winter ascent 

An international expedition. Jacques Batkin died in a fall into a 

Mt. McKinley South Face Eberl. lab•. 
Direct Seidman and 

Thompson 
1st ascent 

Members of a strong American expedition which also climbed 
the South Face (Cassin) route and the South Buttress. 

PAMIRS 

Pie Ogpu N. Face Kustovsky. Kou 
ond Ropt. 
1st •scent 

A 5,000ft. rock wall on • 21.000ft. mountain. 

Pie Lenin E. Face Hayer, Kosa 
and Weilguny 
1st •scent 

An Austrian party led by Eric Vanis. Several other successful 
ascents. 

NORWAY 

Trollryggen N. Face Climbed by 
Direct six Frenchmen 

1st ascent 
Seige tactics used for a mammoth a,tificial route. 

1968 

Complete details not available on going to press. 

HIMALAYAS & KARAKORAM 

Minapin Climbed by the 
Austrians 

They climbed the peak ,/legally. Managed to pass as tourists. 

HINDU KUSH 

lunkho 

PAMIRS 

Mt. Communism S. Face 

A dangerous face on a 24.000ft. Peak. 

AMERICA 

Chmbed by the 
Austrians and 
Jugoslavs 

Climbed by the 
Russians 

EL CAPITAN MUIR WALL ROBBINS 
1st SOLO ASCENT 

A FANTASTIC PIECE OF CLIMBING. TEN DAYS TAKEN TO 
COMPLETE THE ROUTE. 

El Capitan North America Lauria and 
Wall Hennick 

The second ascent m a faster lime and wrth a smaller party. 
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Mountaineering 
Equipment 
Suppliers 
Ambleside, Westmorland 

Frank Davies (S), 
The Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 

Aviemore, Scotland 

Speyside Sports (S) , 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 

Bethesda, North Wales 

Arvons, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0248.82.401 . 

Birmingham 

Frank Davies (S) , 
7 Colmore Circus, 
Snowhill Ringway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. 

Birmingham 

Blacks of Greenock, 
(City Camp & Sports) 
86-87 Broad Street (C) (S) (M), 
Birmingham 15. 
Tel. 021.643.5638. 

Bolton 

Alpine Sports (S), 
157 Great Moor Street, 
Tel. 0204.25087. 

Bradford 

P & S Outdoor Shop, 
71 a Godwin Street. 
Tel. 02742.1998. 

Brighton 

"Sport and Leisure", 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 

Bristol 

Joseph Bryant Ltd. , 
The Outdoor Centre, 
Colston Street. 
Tel. 0272.23166. 

Cambridge 

The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 

Capel Curig, North Wales 

Brennands, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 217. 

Capel Curig, North Wales 

Arvons, 
The Climbers' Shop. 

Croydon, Surrey 

Pindisports, 
34 South End. 
Tel. 01 .688.2667. 

Darlington 

J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390. 
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Doncaster 

Don Valley Sports (C) (S), 
95 Spring Gardens. 
Tel. 0302.67755. 

Dundee 

David Low Sports Co. Ltd. 
63 Seagate (M) (S), 
Tel. 0382.24501-2. 

Edinburgh 

Graham Tiso (M), 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031.556.1723. 

Glasgow 

Blacks of Greenock, 
132 St. Vincent Street, 
Glasgow C.2. 
Tel. 041.221.4007. 

Grantown-on-Spey, Scotland 

Speyside Sports (S), 
47 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 

Groombridge 

Saxbys Stores (Terry Tullis) (M), 
Station Road. 
Tel. 089.276.238. 

Isle of Skye 

Pete Thomas, Graham Tiso. 
Glen Brittle. 
Tel. Glen Brittle 8. 

Lancaster 

H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 

Leeds 

Centresport, 
Frank Davies, Dave Clarke, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 

Leeds 

Leeds Camping Centre (S) 
10-11 Grand Arcade. 
Tel. 0532.28634. 

Leeds 

H. W. Poole, 
34- 36 Eastgate (C) (S), 
Tel. 0532.24599. 

Leeds 

H. W. Poole, 
2 Wade Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.29374. 

Liverpool 

F. Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 

Llanberis, North Wales 

Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall. 
Tel. 028682.327. 

These shops stock high class Mountaineering, Ski-ing and Camping 
Equipment. 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

London 
Pindisports, 
14-18 Holborn, E.C.1 . 
(Ski-Boots for hire). 
Tel. 01.242.3278. 

London 
Blacks of Greenock, 
22-24 Gray's Inn Road, 
London, W.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.5494. 

Blacks of Greenock, 
(Players Sports) (C) (S) (M) 
53 Rathbone Place, 
Oxford Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01 .636.6645. 

London, Acton, W.3. 
Pindisports, 
373/5 Uxbridge Road, W.3 
(Ski-Boots for hire). 
Tel. 01 .992.6642. 

London 

Robert Lawrie Ltd. 
54 Seymour Street, W1 H 5WE 
Tel. 01.723.5252 

London 
Y.H.A. Sales, 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01 .839.1722. 

Manchester 
F. Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S), 
6-14 Cathedral Street, 4 
Tel. 061.832.0161 . 

Manchester 
Blacks of Greenock 
( Black & Edgington) , 
263 Deansgate, 2. 
Tel. 061.834.4540. 

Manchester 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C) , 
15 Station Road,Urmston. 
Tel. 061.748.6408. 

Mansfield, Notts. 
W. Slack and Sons, 
38 Rosemary Street. 
Tel. Mansfield 24449. 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S), 
227 /229 Westgate Road. 
Tel. 0632.23903. 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd. , 
34 Dean Street (S) (C). 
Tel. 0632.22139. 

Newport, Mons. 
K. S. Davies, 
369 Chepstow Road, 
Beechwood Corner. 

Nottingham 
Blacks of Greenock 
(Nottingham Camp & Sports) 
Shakespeare Street, (C) (S) (M), 
Nottingham. NG1 4FD. 
Tel. 0602.43165. 

Nottingham 

Roger Turner 
Mountain Sports (S), 
1 Canning Circus. 
Tel. 0602.47230. 

Oxford 

The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
(Branch of the Scout 
Association). 

Perth, Scotland 

James Banks and Sons (C) , 
137-141 High Street. (S). 
Tel. 0738.24928. 

Sheffield 

Blacks of Greenock 
(Jackson & Warr) (C) (S) (M) 
18-22 Corporation Street, 
Sheffield SR3 8RN. 
Tel. 0742.20760. 

Sheffield 

Bryan G. Stokes, 
High Court, High Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 

Stockport 

Henshall & Edwards Ltd. (C), 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Stoke-on-Trent 

Blacks of Greenock 
(Scout Shop), 
40-62 Marsh Street, 
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Tel. 0782.22870. 

Sunderland 

Reynolds Army Stores, (C) (S), 
6 Derwent Street, Park Lane. 
Tel. 0783.57945. 

Sutton, Surrey 

Blacks of Greenock (O.M. Stores) , 
250 High Street, Sutton, Surrey. 
Tel. 01.642.8655. 

Wednesbury, Staffs. 

Tebbutt Bros. (M) (C) (S), 
Camping and Climbing, 
33 Market Place. 
Tel. 021.556.0802. 

Wolverhampton 

Tweedies Sports Centres Ltd. 
Snow Hill, Bell Street. 
Tel. 0902.23030. 

York 

The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 
(Branch of the Scout 
Association). 



New Books 
The Alps and Alpinism 
Edited by Karl Lukan, introduction by Christian Bonington 
and translated by Hugh Merrick. 283 Illustrations. 
Published by Thames and Hudson. Price £4.10.0 

Have the European Alps lost 
their 'soul'? Their valleys are 
patched with a rash of 
extortionate suburbia, their 
mountains overrun. They are 
encrusted with hotels, huts, 
p:::!ths, ladders and latrines, and 
festooned with cables, crosses, 
'one-up' record books, pitons and 
commemorative plaques. Men 
blast through Mont Blanc itself 
and fly far above it. At the 
same time the tone of Alpinism 
is set by climbers who may be 
as much motivated by a 
newspaper contract as by 
aestheticism; men who will make 
a great climb fit the logistics 
of camera placement, or who 
will make a lesser climb great on 
behalf of the press barons. 
With such a situation, is it not 
reasonable to suppose that both 
the Alps and Alpinism have 
suffered mutual debasement? 

The authors of The Alps and 
Alpinism argue, sometimes 
greatly, sometimes passionately, 
but always with conviction, 
that the Alps have lost neither 
meaning nor soul , and that both 
survive into the atomic age. 
This handsomely-produced 
volume compares the present 
with the past, and finds that 
each has its advantages and its 
charms. Yet the prophets of 
doom are fully quoted - nowhere 
more succinctly than in the 
cartoon in which that great 
climber of the late nineteenth 
century, Hermann van Barth, 
gazes down scornfully from 
heaven upon a ladder of pitons 
(cartoon - Ernst Platz, 1911 ). 
A vein of optimism nevertheless 
overcomes the doubts. Death
fixation climbing, which is 
probably confined to relatively 
few, is relegated to the backroom. 
Emperor Maximilian, and the 
subject of mountain accidents, 
are dealt with in a few telling 
photographs and illustrations. 
Generally, the Alps are seen 
to have a beneficial, almost 
sublime, influence which is 
likely to continue for long into 
the future. Chris Bonington's 
foreword fits the theme well , 
although his comparison between 
mountain thirst and drug 
addiction may only be valid for 
the minority of those who 
enjoy mountains. 

The theme of this book is 
indeed ambitious. It seeks, 
predominately in pictures, but 
also in words, to portray the 
development of the European 
Alpine world: from Neanderthal 
man, crouching in mountain 
caves, to today's specialists in 
climbing, ski-ing , canoeing, 
Photography and art. Although 

this is ambitious enough in 
itself, the authors have also 
endeavoured to follow up a 
multiplicity of subordinate 
subjects. As it stands, the book 
is thus an imperfect attempt 
at the impossible! Adequate 
coverage of some aspects of the 
project, particularly in the 
sections on climbing and ski-ing, 
has led inevitably to the 
skimping of others. So unusual 
are many of the prints, and so 
excellent many of the 
photographs, that the remaining 
literature seems redundant. 
From the cover onwards the 
pictures tell the story - protecting 
the Alpine image, stressing 
the continuities of Alpinism, and 
justifying the sport in an age 
when there is such antithesis 
between its need for remoteness 
and its popularization. 

Those who seek a survey of 
the latest extremes of the Alps 
will be disappointed. The 
setting of much of the book is 
pre-1939. It attempts to depict 
the wide background to Alpine 
development. Visiting climbers 
have a habit of forgetting that 
people live in those deep 
valleys. The book, 
characteristically, begins at that 
point, and with telling realism 
quotes Guido Rey, writing of 
mountain dwellers: "Perhaps the 
troubles and the worries that 
appertain to town life are not 
apparent in the mountains, but 
there is instead a sort of stupor, a 
dull continuous suffering .. . 
hopeless resignation to fate ... " 

It is thus that the authors achieve 
so much space, by adept 
quotation and masterly illustration. 
The words fall aside and one 
follows the pictures through 
a multitude of subjects including : 
superstition; Alpine dangers ; 
war in the Alps ; hunting; the 
Alps as a health resort; the face 
of the climber; women in the Alps ; 
night on the mountain ; storms ; 
mountain railways and refuges, 
and so on. This is a book to 
dip into again and again, a fine 
compendium with a breadth of 
view that is itself compelling. 
It is somewhat emotional , and 
occasionally the overall logic is 
obscure, but the project was a 
bold one and a narrow view 
would have killed it. That the 
Alps seem alive at the end is a 
tribute to the book's success. 

Paul Nunn 

CAMPING AND CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 

TEBBUTT'S 
91-92, Walsall Street, Wednesbury, Staffs. 

(Telephone - Wednesbury 0802) 

Late Night - Fridays 8 p.m. 

VERY WIDE RANGE PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE 

061-480 2945 FOR .... 

TOP QUALITY .... 

CAMPING AND .... 

CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 

061-480 2945 

B 
A 
s 
E 

C 
A 
M 
p 

HENSHALL & EDWARDS 
LIMITED 

89 LOWER HILLGATE 
STOCKPORT 
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HIGH 

ASPIRATIONS? 
IMPROVE YOUR CLIMBING TECHNIQUE 
ON A HOLIDAY TRAINING COURSE IN 
THE LAKE DISTRICT, SNOWDONIA, THE 
ISLE OF SKYE, OR SCHWARENBACH IN 
SWITZERLAND. SEVEN-DAY & FOURTEEN
DAY COURSES ARE CAREFULLY GRADED 
FROM BEGINNERS' MOUNTAINEERING TO 
ALPINE INTERMEDIATE. 

These holidays are now organized by the Youth Hostels Association 
in conjunction with the Mountaineering Association. 

YHA TRAVEL, 29 John Adam Street, London W.C.2 

·--------------Bi I To YHA TRAVEL, 29 John Adam Street, London W.C.2 I 
I Please send Mountain Holidays 1969 brochure. I 
I I I Name ..... ..... ............... .... ........ ............................................ .......................... I 

I Address ............................................................................... ....................... .. I 

I MNI .. ........ .. ............................................................................................ .... I ·--------------· 
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THE WAY TO THE TOP IS EASIER 
AFTER A 
VISIT TO ~ 0 /\ 
BRYANT'S ~ 

rnoournrnrnrn1:11111 
COLSTON STREET, BRISTOL 1. TEL. 2316& 

Mountaineers, climbers and fell walkers 
find all they need at Bryants, where 
everything is under one vast roof. 
Expert advice for beginners and ex
perienced climbers ensures long-term 
climbing enjoyment. 

The West Country specialists in equipment for 
CLIMBING, WINTER SPORTS, CAVING, CAMPING AND SAILING 

INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED 
To assist in the running of Y. H. A./ M.A. 
mountaincraft courses during the spring and 
summer (minimum period of service two weeks). 
Qualifications: detailed knowledge of either 
Snowdonia, the Lake District or Skye; four 
seasons climbing experience, basic first aid 
certificate and some tutorial experience in a 
recognized club; above all a real desire to impart 
knowledge and to further the sport of climbing. 
Instructors will be asked to attend an assess
ment course. Apply for application form and 
further details to: 
Peter Hall, Y.H.A., St. Albans, Herts. 

Climb 
the 

real peaks 

The Austrian Alpine Club owns over 600 huts in the 

Austrian Alps; it organises Alpine walking and 

climbing tours for all grades, rock and ice courses 

led by professional guides, and independent touring 

from only £22. 

• 

r--------------------, 
I The Austrian Alpine Club, 124 Finchley R oad, London N.W.3. ! · 
I Please send me details of club membership and activities. I 
I I 
I NAME...... ...... .. .......................... ·······················································--- I 

I ADDRESS·····························--------------- I 
I I 
I ·······································--······· ···· ································································· ···························· I 
I MTN 3 I 
I --=·=·=·=·=·---~~-=-~--~~------' 

AUSTRIAN ALPINE CLUB# 



INTHE 
HIGHLANDS 
But Scot Mountain Boots 
are designed to withstand 
the toughest forces the 
mountains and crags can 
muster. What defences! 
Top quality leather, 
impregnable to screes and 
bogs, yet moulding 
sympathetically to the foot 
it protects. Triple ranks of 
stitching, D rings, and 
hooks, over a bellows 
tongue, all built solidly on 
two tough leather middle 
soles based with thick 
black vibram. 

SCOT 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 

Graham Tiso, 44 Rodney Street, Edinburgh, Scotland 

Send £7 19 6. plus 4s 6d 
postage. Include normal 
shoe size. 

karrimor 
W eathertite Products Limited, 

The Joe Brown Extend able 

That this sac will set trends even in the 
Western European climbing countries 
we have no doubt. It contains some of 
the first new thoughts in design for a 
decade. 

We make no apologies for describing 
the features in full detail. 

1. The "Extendable" makes use of a 
carefully thought out combination 
of traditional proofed cotton duck 
and proofed nylon . This ensures 
that you get the benefit of the 
lightness, and non -water absorbing 
properties of the nylon and the 
toughness and durability of the 
cotton duck. 

shown on the illustration. The 
pockets are sold as a separate item 
to the sac. 

4. The shoulder straps are in 2¼" wide 
tubular nylon, foam filled . Because 
the new simplex buckle is used 
you are able to tighten and release 
them whilst the sac is on your 
shoulders. 

5. The large rectangular flap has both 
an outer and an inner pocket. The 
outer surface is in 4oz. nylon and 
inner in 2oz. The un ique feature, 
however, is that the sides are 
elasticated ! Strange, you may say, 
but nonetheless this flap auto 
matically shapes itself to the 

2. An entirely new buckle, designed contour of the load and keeps out 
for use with lightweight nylon has the rain really well. 
been used exclusively. As can be 6. When you buy your Joe Brown 
seen from the small illustration, this " Extendable" it will be complete 
can be done and undone even with two frame strips fitted into a 
when using overgloves - no more canvas pocket inside the sac. You 
struggling with teeth and frozen may use it either with or without 
fingers to get inside your sac! these, but the real comfort comes 

3. The side pockets are made from when you buy a Karri mat * and fit it 
4oz. p.u . coated nylon and are into the sac, rolling the surplus up 
easily removable for when and securing with the nylon strap. 
climbing. Ski 's can be slotted You now have a sac suitable for 
behind and a securing strap is fitted heavy expedition gear, ski touring 
just above, this however, is not or alpine climbing. 

*Send for our free catalogue explaining this feature and many other new lines. 

Bell St. Haslingden, Lanes. England. 
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WARMTH 
without 

Day or Night Blacks 
keeps you 
the coldest 

• warm ,n 
weather 

DOWN-FILLED ALPINE 'DUVET' JACKET 

weight 

This entirely new 'Duvet' with generous overlapping and useful pockets, 
is made of the highest quality materials and makes full use of both zip 
fastening and 'velcro'. The down-filled hood with draw cord is completely 
detachable. Made in medium and large sizes only. One Colour Red. 
Weight approx. 2 lb. 8 oz. £18.19.6. 

Blacks Standard Nylon 'Duvet' similar to above, but with two 
position press studs at front and without pockets. In medium and large 
sizes only in Blue. Weight approx. 1 lb. 12 oz. £12.19.6. 
Blacks Standard Cotton 'Duvet' Medium and large £11.12.6. 

KARAKORAM SLEEPING BAG 
A new addition to Blacks range of top quality sleeping bags. 
This model, with which no expense has been spared to make 
it the best in its class, consists of what is virtually two sleeping 
bags one inside the other. With toe-piece and enveloping 
hood with short zip to control the amount of heat required. 
It is covered in a lightweight red nylon fabric. Weight 41b. 8oz. 
£19.17.6 

'ICELANDIC' STANDARD 

The Icelandic range of sleeping bags has been 
foremost in its class for over 30 years. Their 
reputation and acceptance by lightweight campers 
and mountaineers, makes them the most popular 
of our natural plumage sleeping bags. Made of 
royal blue cambric outer covering with sky blue 
lining and No. 1 quality filling. Length 6ft. 6in. 
Width at top 2ft. 9in. Width at foot 1ft. 9in. 
This generous size is suitable for the person of 
average build. Weight 31b. Without zip £8.12.6. 
Larger models available for the heavier build. 

JIIIIIF.&. BLACKS OF 
~~ GREENOCK 

(BLACK AND EDGINGTON LTD.) 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE · PORT GLASGOW 
and 

HUXLEY CORNER WORKS· SIDCUP · KENT 

LONDON: 22-24 Gray's Inn Road, London, W.C. I. 
53 Rathbone Place, O~ford Street, W. I. 
86-87 Broad Street, Birmingham, 15. 

LONDON: 
BIRMINGHAM: 
GLASGOW: 
MANCHESTER: 
NOTTINGHAM : 
SHEFFIELD: 
STOKE-ON-TRENT: 
SUTTON: 
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132 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, C.2. 
263 Deansgate, Manchester 2. 
Shakespeare Street, Nottingham. 
18 Corporation Street, Sheffield, 3. 
40-42 Marsh Street, Hanley. 
250 High Street, Sutton, Surrey. 

Width at top and centre 2ft. 9in. Width at bottom 12in. 
Length 7ft. 9in . 

Write at once for your FREE 80 page Good 
Companions catalogue giving full details on 
these and all other Blacks mountaineering 

products. or better still call and see for 
yourself at any branch listed. 

----------------
NAME ..... .. ............. ......... .. ................. ... ............. . . 

ADDRESS 

(M) 



We are one of the original 
mountaineering specialists in this 
country, and have supplied all 
types of climbing equipment and 
accessories for over forty years. 
We are still a family business, and 
our aim is and always has been to 
sell only the best gear. Each item 
of stock is carefully picked as 
being the best workmanship and 
value for money in its own par
ticular sphere. Our equipment is 

the most up-to-date possible, 
coming from all parts of Britain 
and the Continent. Our only 
interest is to give satisfaction and 
undivided personal attention, as 
only a family business can . 

POSTAL DEPARTMENT 

Our extended despatch depart
ment at 18 Cathedral Street, 
adjacent to our Manchester shop, 

Ellis Brigham 

works independently from the 
showrooms and has priority on 
any clothing or euqipment both 
at Manchester and Liverpool, thus 
ensuring absolute satisfaction to 
our mail order clients. 

Our 1969 fully illustrated 
catalogue, completewith 16 page 
supplement containing all thats 
New for 69, is now available. 
Write or call for a copy today. 

Cathedral Street 
Manchester M4 3FU 

Telephone 061-834 0161 
Specialist in Ski-ing, Mountaineering, 
Rock Climbing & Camping Equipment 

and at 73 Bold Street, Liverpool. Telephone 051- 709 6912 

Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited, Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd., 102A Westbourne Grove, London, W.2. 



Fisher 
POSTAL SERVICE 

Borrowdale Road Keswick 

519 

"Carlomauri" 

Special lta ian Axes 
This winter we are able to offer you special axes made for 
us in ITALY, by Codega Nicolo & Figli - these are the 
same manufacturers who make the Cassin climbing equip
ment so well known in this country. 

Special quotations for Schools can be had for the MODEL 519. 

MODEL 521. Price £3-12-Gd. 

Shafts: 80 cm. 85 cm. 
•· 

A wel I made walking axe with a 1 50 mm head. 

MODEL 520. Price £4-7-9d. 

A walking axe similar to above but having a 

slightly larger head of 200 mm. 

MODEL 519. Price £4-12-9d. 

A well made axe of carbon steel with a curved 

adze, complete with straps. 

Shafts - 80 cm 85 cm 90 cm. 

MODEL 370. Price £6-15-0d. 

An axe with a chrome-nickel molybedenum 

head - curved adze, complete with straps. 

Shafts -

MODEL "CARLOMAURI". Price £9-0-0d. 

A model of high quality. 

MODEL 552. Price £8-8-0d. 

A special axe with normal adze but with up

right blade as illustrated instead of the pick 

making it very useful on ice climbs. 
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