


The I Road to the Peak' Goes Thro' Sheffield 

Outdoor People now have easier 
and quicker access to the Peak 
District from the East and South, 
using the M1 Motorway. 

Whether you are travelling from 
Leeds, Nottingham or London, 

be sure to look us up when 
passing through Sheffield. 
Ask to see our full range of 
equipment for the Rock Climber, 
Mountaineer, Walker and Skier. 
We are always pleased to give 

bryan-g-stokes 

advice on local areas and Stanage 
Edge is only 20 mins away. 
Send now for our fully illustrated 
60 page Catalogue the complete 
guide to all your equipment and 
Climbing gear. 

2 High Court 
High Street Sheffield 
Telephone Sheffield 27525 



SELF-ASSURED 

R.D. BOOTS 
A specialised rock climbing 
boot to Rene Desmaison ' s 
design. Stiff flat sole of smooth 
rubber. Cling rubber rand 
encircles the boot thus extrac
ting every bit of friction from 
the rock face . One pa ir of size 
7 weighs 38 ozs. 
Sizes 5-12 in half sizes. 

Self-assurance here means safety, efficiency, 
comfort and depends to a large extent of the boots 
that you are wearing. 

"VARAPPE R.D." is one model in the GALIBIER RP 
range - designed and manufactured with advice of 
world-famous specialist: Rene DES MAISON. 

Information R. P. M 7 : and depositaries lists on request 

RICHARD-PONTVERT S. A. B. P. n° 4 
38 IZEAUX FRANCE Tel. : 4 et 42 
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today's climber ... tomorrow's equipment 

The Joe Brown Helmet 
· The Mountain· Equipment Du¥· 
The KarrirTIOr ExtendableSac 

Jb 
The Super J.B. Crash Helmet 
Lined with shock absorbing, semi-rigid, 
eurathene foam. Designed and hand 
made by Joe himself. Fibre-glass outer 
shell, adjustable head harness easy 
fastening and quick release buckle. 

Price £3.17.6 plus 3/- postage 

Individual and trade enquiries to: 

Joe Brown, Menai Hall, Llanberis, 
Caernarvonshire. Tel. 327 
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Mountain 
Equipment 
The Redline Duvet 
Designed and manufactured by Mountain 
Equipment (Pete Hutchinson) 

Redline Duvet complete with hood 
£18.17.6 medium size; with 20oz. of 
best goose down: total weight 38oz. 
Snowline Duvet with hood £15.18.0. 

Duvets, Sleeping Bags, Pieds d'Elephant, 
Down Vests and Duvet Boots; articles of 
real value made by Mountain Equipment, 
the specialists in down. 

Available at leading climbing shops 
Trade enquiries: Tel. Glossop 4554 

karrimor 
The Joe Brown Extendable Sac 
A decade a head of the rest, what more 
do we need say about this sac? Demand 
has been exceptional and we are working 
hard to meet it. Don't wait to buy your 
sac before you buy your Karrimat, the 
first non water-absorbing mat available. 
They are now on sale at your dealer in 
the following sizes: 48" x 12" (to fit your 
Joe Brown sac) 48" x 15" (to fit your 
Tote-em Pack) and also 24" x 36". 
Send for fully illustrated brochure. 

Karrimor, Bell Street, 
Haslingden, Lanes. 
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A notice to all Mountain people ... 
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will be opening soon to provide you with a wide 
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Information 
Bonington to lead strong expedition to attempt 
Annapurna's ten thousand foot South Face. 

The south face of Annapurna 1. Photo: James Roberts Mt. Waddington. Photo: Barry Hagen 

Christian Bonington is to lead a strong team of some of 
Britain's finest climbers to attempt the huge South Face of 
Annapurna, the worlds thirteenth highest peak. The party, 
which plans to leave in 1970, includes Dougal Haston, 
Don Whillans, Ian Clough, Mick Burke, Martin Boysen and 
Nick Estcourt. All have previous expedition experience 
though it will be the first time that Boysen, Haston, 
Estcourt and Burke have been to the Himalayas, and the first 
time Bonington has led an expedition. 
This is the most important British expedition since Nuptse 
was climbed in 1962, and the first really national team 
since Kangchenjunga. All those on the expedition are 
members of the A.C.G. and the Alpine Club. 

Other forthcoming 
Expeditions 
The growing interest in 
expedition mountaineering is 
again evidenced by the number 
of parties now hard at work 
planning for future ventures. 
The reopening of parts of the 
Himalayas, notably selected areas 
in Nepal, is promising to make 
1969 an eventful year. 
Hindu Kush 
An Army Mountaineering 
Association expedition is to 
attempt a new route on Tirich Mir 
25,260ft., first climbed in 1950. 
Chitral 
A Scottish party led by Norman 
Tennant, will visit the area. 
Kulu 
A very strong expedition of 
Edinburgh climbers, led by Fred 
Harper, and including Dave Nicol 
who climbed the Fortress last 
year, will attempt the impressive 
rock pyramid Ali Ratni Tibba 
18,013ft. 
Kanjiroba Himal 
An area of several quite large 
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unclimbed peaks. An expedition 
led by John Tyson will continue 
explorations left off in 1964. 
Annapurna 1 
A German expedition has 
permission to attempt a new 
line on the East Face this year. 
The British will make their 
attempt on the South Face in 
1970. 
Bhutan 
An all-women party has been 
given permission to visit this 
remote area of unclimbed and 
uncharted mountains, some in the 
25,000ft. bracket. The expedition 
will be led by Monica Jackson, 
with Nancy Smith, Margaret 
Darval and Mary Stewart in the 
party. 
Everest 
The Japanese had planned to 
attempt the first ski descent of 
Everest. They have abandoned 
this idea however in order to 
join forces with the Roberts/ 
Patterson international expedition 
to attempt the South Face. This 
party, which has changed in 

composition since it was first 
planned, now includes Japs, 
Norwegians, Swiss, Austrians, 
Americans and British, a total 
of 16 members. The attempt 
seems likely to take place in 
1970 and if they are unsucccessful 
another team has permission to 
attempt the face in 1971 . This is 
an all-American party led by 
Everest veteran, Norman 
Dyrenfurth, who led the party 
that made the first ascent of the 
West Ridge in 1963. 
The Cook's tour to the Everest 
Base camp will take place in 
November. Many people seem 
to have £500 to spare and the 
trip has attracted so many 
applicants that it looks like 
becoming an annual event. Eric 
Shipton and Bill Murray will be 
leading this year's group. 

Greenland: Staunings 
Three expeditions : 
a) a Services party led by John 
Peacock; 
b) several parties, on a charter 
flight organised by the 
S.M.C. under Malcolm Slessor; 
c) a small expedition: Noel Dilly 
and John Ashburner. 

Tibesti 
The Nottingham Climbers Club 
return to this remote region in 
the Sahara. They plan to attempt 
a vertical rock face of several 
thousand feet. 

Ethiopia 
A Leeds University party led by 
Dave Gilmore plan to drive 
overland to attempt some of the 
little-known peaks of this country. 
Correspondent: Gray 
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Mt. Waddington climbed 
in winter 
This difficult peak in the Coast 
Range of British Columbia was 
first climbed by Wiessner and 
House in 1936. The first winter 
ascent was made on February 
22nd this year by Americans 
Allen Steck, Barry Hagen and 
Dick Culbert. The party left their 
ice cave on the Spearman Col at 
5 a.m. and reached the summit 
twelve hours later. They arrived 
back at the Col at 11 p.m. The 
peak is 13, 104ft. high, and the 
face in the picture is 1,500ft. 
Three other members of the same 
expedition repeated the route 
two days later. 

Correspondent: Jones 

Les Droites - North Face 
The 'last great winter climb' in 
the Alps, and after the Eiger the 
most serious yet, attracted some 
very strong teams. In 1968 
Germans: Lehne, Strobel, 
Golikof and Koh; Italians: Zapelli 
and Bertoni with Marchal and 
Theybaud(French). In 1969 Garry 
Hemming with Parisiens, Giles 
and Patrice Bodin and Claude 
Deck ; finally our own Bonington 
and Haston all competed to 
climb the huge ice face first, but 
none succeeded before the end 
of the season. All ascents after 
March 21st are now regarded 
as first spring ascents. Les 
Droites should see some keen 
competition next winter, and 
possibly another epic like the 
Eiger Direct. 

Correspondent: Bonington 



There has been a good winter season, not only in Scotland, but also 
south of the border. 

In Wales, Black Cleft was climbed twice (parties led by Brown and 
Edwards), and the big gullies on Lliwedd and the Black Ladders had 
numerous ascents. The main outstanding problem that many looked 
at but nobody tried is the Devil's Appendix on the Kitchen cliffs a 
ferocious creaking curtain of ice. ' 

Scottish Climbing Notes 
1968 
Two groups of climbers dominated 
Scottish climbing last year: 
Robert Carrington, John Jackson 
and Ian Nicholson from Glasgow; 
and John Porteous, Ken Spence 
and Mike Watson from Edin
burgh. Significantly, these 
climbers constitute a new 
generation - a generation not 
still blindly groping in the long 
shadows cast by Cunningham, 
Smith and Marshall. Their 
contributions to an excellent 
year's climbing will be detailed 
below, but it seems worthwhile 
to state that, in the writer's 
opinion, we have seen in 1968 
a radical advance in free climbing 
in Scotland: the first real signs 
of progress in ten years. As well 
as being responsible for raising 
the overall standard, the above 
groups have laid several old 
ghosts, making many long
overdue second ascents. The 
Glasgow group finished a 
long and unnatural period of 
Edinburgh ascendancy (due 
partly to the isolationist policies 
of the Creagh Dhu M.C., and 
partly to the moribundity of the 
Glasgow J.M.C.S.). One hopes 
that John Jackson's tragic death 
in the Aiguille Noire last summer 
does not cause the new move
ment to lose its impetus. 
Arran. Three new areas were 
opened up, all in the Glen 
Sannox part of the island. 
Maxfield, Price and Wilde found 
several short hard routes in 
North Glen Sannox; Stirling and 
Wallace explored Mullach 
Buidhe and North Goatfell; and, 
most interesting of all, two fine 
routes on the forbidding Lower 
North East Face of Cir Mhor 
fell to Gillespie and Skidmore 
(Pothole Slab 380ft. VS) and 
Rowe, Trees and Watson 
(Silo 1,200ft. VS). In Glen Rosa, 
Fulton and Shaw climbed 
Mosque, a 700ft. VS on A'Chir. 
Arrochar. Skidmore made 
a winter ascent of Great Central 
Groove on the Brack (with 
Richardson) and, on the steep 
wall to the right of that climb, a 
400ft. VS, Mainline (with 
Crawford). On the Cobbler, 
Carrington and Gardner climbed 
a hard line to the right of 
Deadman's Groove. 

Glencoe. The modern classics 
took a tremendous hammering . 
On the Etive Slabs, Carrington 
and Jackson climbed The Long 
Reach, Valkyrie, and Aryan (all 
second ascents) together with 
The Pinch, a ferocious and free 
line up the huge slab right of 
Hammer. Meanwhile Carrington 
and Spence repeated Haston's 
Big Ride. On Buachaille, 

Shibboleth was climbed at least 
three times: by Austin and three 
others, by Carrington and 
Jackson, and by Nicholson and 
Gardner (who included the True 
Finish - rarely climbed) . New 
ascents included Yamay by 
Nicholson and Spence (a brutal 
line between Yam and May), 
and Snowba's by Higgins and 
McLean, a line of corners on 
the overhanging right flank of 
Cuneiform Buttress. In addition, 
Porteous and Spence straightened 
out Lecher's Route by adding 
one exceptionally hard pitch 
from the belay on Bludger's. 
On Bidean, Hardie and Thomson 
gave the archaic Church Door 
Buttress a face-lift, with three 
fine new routes - all VS. They 
also tackled the neighbouring 
Bishop's Buttress - a discovery. 
Lower down, the Aonach Dubh 
classics ( Yo-yo, Big Top, Trapeze, 
Heehaw) were blitzed by all and 
sundry. The North Face Girdle 
had second and third ascents 
(Carrington and Jackson; 
Porteous and Spence), and 
Tightrope a second ascent 
(Spence and Watson). On the 
North Face, Ferguson and Higgins 
climbed Fall-out (420ft. VS), 
continuing last year's develop
ment of the formidable crags 
above Deep Gash Gully. 

Ben Nevis got through the 
year more or less intact, but 
King Kong had third and fourth 
ascents (Carrington and Jackson ; 
Porteous and Spence), and 
Torro a second (Carrington and 
Jackson) . 

Cairogorms. Bower, Simpson 
and Strange made a winter 
ascent of the Direct Route (700ft. 
Grade IV), on the West Buttress 
of Caire Bhrochain, Braeriach. 
In the summer, the finest climbs 
were undoubtedly The Pin 
(Carrington and Gardner), and 
Steeple (Spence and Watson) , 
both on the Shelter Stone Crag. 
This now clearly rivals Carn Dearg 
Buttress for quality, length, and 
difficulty of routes. Steeple, and 
its near neighbour, Smith's 
Needle, are both long and 
testing climbs and, unlike the 
Carn Dearg routes, they keep 
their finest pitches to the last. 
The Pin constitutes a logical 
extension to Cairngorm granite 
of the techniques developed in 
Etive. Its difficulties are concen 
trated in the 400ft. Central Slabs, 
described in the guide book as 
" manifestly impossible" . Also 
on these slabs is Thor, climbed 
last year by Rennie and Strange 
from Aberdeen. Unlike The Pin , 
this is an aid climb. 

Above the east end of Loch 
Avon, .o.n Stac a'Fharaidh, 

In Scotland there was great activity, several new routes being 
found. Two of the best were on the east face of Gearr Aonach. 
Mome Rath ~see photo) climbed by Fyffe and McCartney and 
The Wabe climbed at the same time by Clough, Hardy and 
Macinnes. Both were steep and serious routes and were graded 4 in 
the new ice climbing guide to Glencoe and Ben Nevis that appeared 
in April. 

Photo: Hamish Macinnes 
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Information - continued 

New Climbs in Norway 

Cunningham and others have 
been developing a belt of slabs, 
but details are at present 
unavailable. The other great 
Cairngorm stamping-ground, 
Central Gully Wall on Creag an 
Dubh Loch, lost two more of its 
secrets to Aberdeen climbers : 
King Rat (950ft. VS and A2), a 
line between Mousetrap and 
Waterkelpie, went to Fyffe and 
Bower; and Cougar (420ft. VS 
and A2), between The Giant 
and Mousetrap, to Rennie and 
Williams. On nearby Craig of 
Gowal, Hunter and Lang from 
Dundee discovered The Gowk 
(620ft. VS), a sweep of slabs 
on a virgin crag. 

Skye. A great many excellent 
routes were climbed; unfor
tunately most will be omitted 
from the imminent new guide 
books. However, the 700ft. 
South Buttress of Blaven's East 
Face (an entirely new crag) will 
be included. Nine new routes 
were put up here by Clough, 
Greenwood, Silvers and Waller, 
and one by Mr. and Mrs. 
Mcinnes. The best of these are 
possibly The Hem by the 
former party, and Central Pillar by 
the latter. On the north wall of 
Blaven's East Ridge, an important 
discovery by Band, Gribbon, 
Ross and Tauber was The Great 
Prow, a magnificent (400ft. VS) 
virgin pinnacle. Harwood and 
High, from the M.A.M., made 
several routes in diverse parts 
of the Cuillin, the most note
worthy being Leviathan 
(475ft. VS) on the North East 
Face of Sgurr nan Eag, Peridot 
(750ft. VS) on the South Face 
of Sgurr Thormaid, and, 
surprisingly, The Snark (800ft. 
VS) and The Boojum (390ft. VS) 
on the Sligachan face of Marsco. 
In the better-known areas, an 
old problem - the impeccable 
nose of Sgurr Sgumain's North 
Buttress - was solved twice over 
by Guilliard and Irwin, with 
Purple Haze (31 Oft. VS), and 
Frostbite (460ft. VS). Thunder 
Rib had overdue second and 
third ascents, by McDonald 
and Spence, and Nicholson and 
Shaw. 

Finally, and appropriately, in the 
Northern H ighlands,the prestige 
route of the year - the great 
hanging corner in the upper 
right of Carnmore Crag (scene 
of many notable failures) - fell 
to Carrington, Jackson, and one 
little peg. 

Robin Campbell 
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Climbing in Norway 1968 
Tony Howard of the Romsdal 
Corps of Mountain Guides 
supplied the following notes on 
climbing in the Romsdal area 
last summer. 
Mongejura 
New route by the West Diedre 
on the West Face. Thompson, 
Stranger and Burt. 3,700ft. 
Grade ED 5sup and A4. Coming 
after Thompson's fine lead on 
the Kongen last year, the West 
Diedre is clearly another fine 
achievement. The artificial 
problems were considerable. 
The party were beaten on their 
first attempt by a difficult wall 
well up the face. This was 
overcome on the successful 
attempt by using 10 bolts. Three 
days taken on the second 
attempt. 
Brudgommen 
New route by the East Pillar, 
by Poles Glogoczowski, 
Kozlowski and Paulo. 4,500ft. 
Grade 5 sup. This is the right 
flanking pillar of the Troll Wall . 
The ascent took two days; 
mainly free with a little artificial. 
Goksoyra 
New route by the West Face, 
3,500ft. Grade 5 sup. Hansen, 
Storen and Walaas. 
This takes a beautiful line up a 
wall reminiscent of Half Dome 
in Yosemite. Two days taken, 
mainly free with a little A2. The 
same team made the second 
ascent of the Brown/Patey route 
on the west rib of this wall . 
Stighorn 
New route by the South West 
Buttress. 2,000ft. Grade 5. 
Howard and Chadwick. Com 
pletely free, 7 hours. 
Mjelva Crag 
North Edge, Tweedale and 
Howard. Central Diedre, 
Chadwick and Howard. Two 
routes on a roadside crag, each 
1,000ft. grade 6inf. 
Trollrygen, East Pillar 
This route was first ascended in 
1958 and had received only 
seven ascents prior to 1968. 
The pillar is 6,000ft. and grade 6. 
In 1968 it was climbed by two 
Polish girls, Wanda Blaszkiewiez 
and Halina Kruger-Syrokomska. 
They took 2½ days in bad weather, 
a great achievement. Tweedale 
and Howard guided a client up 
the· route in 1 ½ days. This was 
the first time a grade 6 has been 
guided in Norway. The route 
had an anniversary ascent by 
Heen and Hoibakk in 12 hours. 
This is the fastest time that the 
pillar has been climbed. It is 
particularly remarkable in view 
of Heen's age - he is 63 ! They 
were followed next day by an 
English team, Pete Holden and 
Dave Irons, who took a similar 

time. This party also repeated 
the Rimmon route on the Troll 
wall, its fifth ascent. Other 
climbs to their credit were Nodre 
Trolltind - East Pillar; Breitind -
East Pillar; and Stighorn - West 
Wall; all second ascents. 
Correspondent: Howard 

Wendy's Cafe sold to climbers 
The spiritual home of Welsh 
climbing, Wendy's Cafe in 
Llanberis has been sold. The 
new owners are climbers Alan 
Harris and Keath Peal!. 
Harris and Peal! are well-known 
personalities on the Welsh scene 
and under their guidance the 
interests of the climber will be 
given priority in the cafe. 
Harris is one of Wales' most 
experienced climbers and has 
done many early ascents on 
Anglesey and Clogwyn dur 
Arddu. At present he has done 
more routes on Cloggy than 
anyone else - three more than 
Pete Crew, his nearest rival. This 
has been achieved with the 
help of a trials bike, on which 
Harris can reach the cliff in 
twenty minutes from Llanberis, 
and return in ten minutes if it's 
wet. With this sort of assistance 
Harris must be a strong favourite 
to gain the grand slam by 
climbing all the routes on the 
cliff. The last time this was done 
was in 1949 by Peter Harding. 

Council bans belays 
Southampton University climbers 
have been confronted by some 
strange beaurocratic logic in 
their attempts to gain permission 
to fix belay stakes at strategic 
points at the top of the Swanage 
sea cliffs. It seems that the idea 
was rejected by the local council 
on the grounds that the stakes 
would encourage tourists to 
descend the cliffs and so cause 
accidents and expensive rescues. 
The climbers will therefore have 
to do without good belays on 
the grounds of safety. 
Correspondent: Paul Gardner 

Stephenson on the rampage 
Top marks to Tom Stephenson 
and the Ramblers' Association for 
putting some fire into the 
protests about the N~ntlle .hills 
ban. For years the· B.M.C. has 
been using kid-glove tactics 
with the Caernarvonshire council 
to prevent a group of farmers 
stopping access, often violently, 
to a fine group of hills. 
The B.M.C. tactics had brought 
little satisfaction, but now the 
Ramblers have brought the whole 
business into the glare of 
the national press, and will, we 
hope, organise more militant 
protest if these rough farmers 
continue to refuse access. 

Kevin Fitzgerald 

Photo: Ken Wilson 

'Fitzgerald - we need you!' 
"We have a job for you Kevin", 
said John Hunt over the hot 
line from South Audley Street. 
"The Magazine's going to 
collapse unless you take over 
as editor". So Kevin Fitzgerald 
was dragged out of retirement 
to edit Mountaineering. Since 
then, nobody has been able to 
relax. The Fitzgerald pen has 
started moving again, and our 
letterboxes are inundated with 
the resulting effluvia of witty 
newsletters. 
"I started climbing by mistake in 
1 946. I was crippled with 
overwork when a friend took 
me to Wales to recover. My 
diet at the time consisted of 
sixty cigarettes a day, and several 
bottles of whisky. I made the 
mistake of going out for a walk, 
and since then I've been hooked. 
In those days it was said that 
you could tell a bad climber 
by the light created by sparks 
from his boots - they could read 
their guidebooks in the light 
from mine. I had an inbred 
horror of what the climber calls 
'easy ground', and I must be 
the only climber in the country 
who has gradually got worse 
after a bad beginning". 
Fitzgerald never ceases to poke 
fun at himself and other people 
in the climbing world. We can 
expect some entertaining 
journalism in the future issues 
of Mountaineering. 



High Tor 

Climbs from left to right: H High Tor Gully, 1 Side Road A2. H. V.S ., 
2 Lamplight H. V.S ., 3 Searchlight A2, 4 Highlight H. V.S ., 5 Skylight V.S . 
6 Twilight A3, 7 Limelight A3, 8 Castellan A3, 9 Laurin A3, 10 Fortress 
Wall A3, 1 0a Fortress Wall Direct A2, 11 Bastion Wall A 1 H. V.S ., 
12 Darius A3, 13 Perseus A 1, H. V.S. , 14 Original Route H. V.S . 
15 Flaky Wall A2, 16 Bastille A2, g . .. . . . Girdle Traverse , 
0 ---- Debauchery H. V.S. , - ·- ·-· Delicatessen H. V.S . 

Recent Developments on 
High Tor 
To climb on limestone invariably 
meant artificial climbing. At 
least that was the case on High 
Tor in the 1950s and early 1960s. 

High Tor is a magnificent bastion 
of rock towering above the Spa 
town of Matlock in Derbyshire. 
It is quite unbroken by any 
prominent feature except the 
large overhangs on its left side. 
Naturally enough, the pioneers 
took up the challenge of the 
1 50ft. face, armed to the teeth 
with pegs and bolts. After they 
had finished, long lines of rusty 
metal sprouted from the sinuous 
cracks of Original Route, Bastion 
and Fortress Walls. 

Over the last few years, however, 
techniques of free climbing, 
coupled with the use of clogs 
and other protection aids 
developed on lesser limestone 
cliffs, were applied to High Tor. 
Original Route has been 
climbed free, Skylight fell to 
Joe Brown, Lamplight to Harry 
Smith, and later Highlight was 
added by Scott and Steve Read. 
But these routes were on the 
flanks and the big developments 
were to follow on the main 
bulk of the Tor. 

During the mid-sixties the 
overhangs were ascended on 
pegs by Nottingham and 

Sheffield teams and Twilight, 
Castellan and Laurin resulted . 
Of these, Castellan is now 
climbed with direct aid at only 
five points, and the number of 
pegs in Laurin seems to 
diminish with every ascent. 
Twilight is less rewarding to the 
purist: blank compact walls 
and loose featureless overhangs 
are not readily climbed free! 

Perhaps Limelight is the hardest 
artificial route on the crag and 
it will certainly remain so for 
the same reasons as for Twilight. 

The free climbers have had to 
look elsewhere. Chris Jackson 
and Jack Street, found two fine 
routes, Debauchery and 
Delicatessen. They cross the 
face diagonally, the first from 
the right, the other from the left. 
They give superb situations, 
interesting rope manoeuvres, and 
strenuous balance climbing on 
small pockets and narrow finger 
cracks. 

To sum up: the development on 
High Tor has been healthy and 
typical of trends elsewhere on 
limestone, though it may have 
lagged a little behind the more 
populous areas. 

Finally, a note on Guidebooks. 
The Derbyshire North limestone 
guide is in the hands of the 
printer and has been expected 

The High Tor Girdle, Guy Lee climbing 

Photos: Doug Scott 

for the last four months! The 
Southern Area is ready and goes 
to the printers after the publi 
cation of the Northern Area is 
completed. 

Neither the traditional printers 
nor the traditional editors have 
yet produced up-to -date guide 
books to Derbyshire Limestone. 
Perhaps both are busy with other 
projects. Whatever reasons are 
given, Clubs and 'Pirate Presses· 
have produced comparable 
material for other areas using 
their own slender resources and 
applying their own enterprise. 
It will not be long before the 
same thing happens in Derby
shire. 
It should not be forgotten that 
others work to produce a guide 
besides the editor. The climbers, 
typists, photographers, draughts
men and many others who 
remain practically anonymous. 
Their only reward is to have 
helped in the production of a 
useful guide. Let the B.M.C. 
Guidebook sub-committee take 
note and give others their due 
reward by speeding up 
production . 
Correspondent: Scott 

Correction 
In Mountain 2 the Messner 
brothers descended the N. Face 
of the Ebnefluh, instead of 
ascending its N.W. Face, a much 
harder climb. 

STOP PRESS 
St. John's Head Climbed 
A Sheffield party including 
Jack Street and Ed Ward 
Drummond, succeeded in 
climbing St. John's Head, the, 
1,400ft. sea cliff on the island 
of Hoy. The whole ascent was 
filmed and photographed by 
Leo Dickinson . 
Ecole Nominations 
The British representatives at 
the Ecole Nationale de Ski et 
d'Alpinism in Chamonix this 
year will be Ian Clough and 
Dave Bathgate. 
Trevor Peck 
Trevor Peck, veteran climber, 
prominent in the development 
of various bits of climbing-gear_ 
died in April, aged 63. Full 
obituary in the next issue. 
Aig. d' Argentiere, North Face 
Bonington and Haston made the 
first winter ascent of the voie 
Lagarde on the 19th and 20th 
of March. 
Disaster on Dhaulagiri 
The American expedition 
attempting the unclimbed south 
east ridge of Dhaulagiri (26,81 Oft.), 
originally attempted by the 
French in 1950, met disaster late 
in April. Five leading American 
climbers, Boyd Everett jun. 
(leader), Paul Gerhard, John 
Hoeman, William Ross and David 
Seidman; and two Sherpas are 
reported dead in the accident. 
There were five survivors. 
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The South West Buttress 
of the Fitzroy 
by Chris Jones 

"Look, it's just a big El Cap. We've got the gear - we'll 
make it in one push." 

"Yes, but the weather's terrible." 

"O.K. We figure it's eight days· climbing - we'll take 
twenty days' food and sit the storms out." 

"Sounds pretty grim to me." 

"It can't be that bad. We'll have one pair climbing, the 
other hauling - like the N.A. Wall. Lito can move 
independently with the cine camera." 

"Well, I've not even seen a picture of the face. What did 
Mick Burke think?" 

"He says it's the plum, the big one." 

Enthusiasm is catching, and I caught it - I'm easily 
persuaded. Besides, in a Lima cafe, separated from Fitzroy 
by two months of filming and ski-ing, the whole thing 
seemed quite unreal. 

As we approached Patagonia, however, we had to face 
up to what we had so airily planned. Azema's Conquest 
of Fitzroy was our bible; our favourite passage: "But it was 
on the right, the east flank, that Fitzroy presented its most 
formidable aspect. Again and again we looked up and 
then down into the plunging depths as our gaze followed 
the granite edge. There had never been such a challenge 
to the climber's ambition. Would future generations ever 
dare to attempt this eastern pillar?" 

In Bariloche, the Argentinian climbing centre, we saw 
detailed pictures of Fitzroy for the first time. The full 
meaning of our project was brought home to us; the 
impact was sobering. Were we really that future 
generation? We were making a film. For that we needed 
a summit, with all of us on it. We reconsidered; our 
objectives melted and reformed. 

'Tve always wanted to repeat the French route." 

"Sure, it's a great classic." 

Filmers enthusiastic, climbers less so. Then Jose Fonrouge 
came round to see us, and within an hour we were after 
the Cerro Torre. 

"It's the big prize - and think of all that English gear 
we can grab." 

Microbus loaded, we head south, still uncertain. 

Three days later, as we piled out of the wagon, we sensed 
that, if there was a reality, it was facing us. Although 
over sixty miles away, Cerro Torre and Fitzroy were so 
dominant that to climb them at all seemed unlikely - to 
climb the greatest faces barely conceivable. 

"If only we'd known how naive we were." 

Yvon and I were still hot for the Torre, so, while Doug 
arranged for pack-horses, we went to look at it. The 
severity of the Torre canyon, desolate and bleak, was a 
hard awakening. On the glacier the physical presence was 
staggering - the wind pushing us down, its turbine roar 
frightening - the faces too large to comprehend. Back 

Fitzroy from the North West with the Super Couloir in deep shadow 
in the centre and the South West Buttress on the right skyline. 
The peak in the centre is the Aguja de la Silla and Aig. Poincenot 
is on the extreme right. Photo: Jose Luis Fonrouge 

at the Cerro Torre base camp we didn't say too much. We 
had planned to leave our axes and crampons; when 
Yvon suggested that it was no bother to take them, I didn't 
see the significance. But when he removed the food 
from the cache, the meaning was only too clear - we 
weren't coming back. It was going to be Fitzroy. Decision 
by crisis - at last we realized the difference between a film 
about a climb, and a climb where you take a camera along. 

On a broken packing case we saw a moving reminder: 
'Expedition Maestri 1959 Cerro Torre'. The Fitzroy area 
has haunted many of the world's best mountaineers, and 
we had a keen awareness of those who had been before us: 
Zechner, Terray, Bonatti, Maestri, Egger, Whillans, and 
our British friends. This is the mountain crucible. 

The weather is everything in Patagonia, and, so far, we 
were impressed. Better than the Alps we said, and 
believed it. 

"We'll be on top for Yvon's birthday." 

Again our ideas began to include other climbs "once we've 
got the feel of the place". We got the feel all right, as we 
toiled through soft snow and learnt some local meteorology : 
on a reasonable day in the valley, the mountain could be 
impossible. These hard facts crushed our excessive 
optimism and undermined our 'non-expedition' attitude. 
For if there was any one common idea among us, it was 
that mountains should be climbed, rather than overwhelmed 
by camps, ropes and sheer weight of numbers. But we 
had failed to consider the business of moving to the base 
of the climb. When our supposed summit day arrived 
we were watching the third day of a storm. We had been 
able to climb on five days during the first two weeks, and 
had moved a few packs to the base of the couloir. 

''I've been on too many expeditions in my time, and you can 
quote me on that", remarked a subdued Chouinard. 

"Yeah, Doug, you said we were going to treat it like the 
Bugaboos - just climb, no load-carrying." 

"Well, we all make mistakes." 

"Maybe we should have done the Super-Couloir - a 
straight shot from the Torre glacier." 

Another four-day storm, then we saw the mountains: 
plastered. 

Regaining our ice cave at the Great Barrier was a thigh-deep 
affair - hadn't they advised snow shoes? We knew how 
bad the weather was in summer, but we had a theory that 
it had to be passable at some time of the year. Why not 
spring, like in Yosemite? The next spell turned out to be 
our longest stretch of good weather : three days. We 
hoped to reach the Breche de los ltalianos, dig a cave, and 
return; then start the next morning from the Great Barrier, 
beginning the climb the same day. If nothing else, we were 
optimists. Our cache at the foot of the couloir, on the site 
of the second French camp, was under ten feet of snow - no 
wonder they kept getting buried. We nailed a crack to 
get over the rim aye ("if it's this hard here, what the 
hell's it going to be like on the crag?"), and started on the 
couloir. By late afternoon we had our loads half-way 
up, and had returned: it was looking good. 

"How about a couple more regulars, and these Salewa 
screws?" 

"Let's go with corned beef and forget the fish." 
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Previous Page 
1. Fitzroy on the right and Aig. Poincenot on-the left. The route 
follows the left-hand skyline of the Fitzroy. ~ 
2. Jones jumaring up the approach Couloir. 3 Thompkins snowbound 
in the approach Couloir. 4 Chouinard on the lower part of the Buttress. 
5. Chouinard leading the summit tower. 
Photos: 1.3.4.5. Chris Jones 2 Thompkins. 

Opposite Page 
Nearing the summit of the Fitzroy with Cerro Torre in the middle 
distance and behind it the icy wastes of the South Patagonian Icecap. 
Photo: Jones 

"Who has the summit flag?" 

Spirits, as always, were running high. 

Nearing the col, an ecstatic Lito shouted down: "You 
won't believe the Torre - wait a bit, I'm changing film." 
Hauling my load I arrived at the edge. 

"Oh no, Oh God - that's unreal." 

"I say Dougal and the lads did a damn fine job." 

Looking up at Fitzroy, we realized the significance of 
Terray and Magnone's efforts on the south buttress. 
Climbed when the largest granite walls in the Alps were 
untouched, it was definitely a breakthrough. 

"That looks desperate, and there's ice in all the cracks." 

Sprawled out on warm rocks, eating lunch in perfect 
weather, I wondered how often we would have a similar 
day. We never did. We repeated Terray's attempts at 
digging a cave on the west side, and after several hours 
came to impenetrable ice. The east side, where they 
finally made their cave, was a sensational drop. Leaving 
equipment in our half cave, we returned to the Great 
Barrier. That evening Yvon remarked that the stars were 
too bright - our grand beau might be over. 

Approaching the Breche again, I sensed the turbine roar we 
had last heard in the Torre canyon, and clouds poured over 
the ice cap. We had to have a cave, quickly, so I went 
round towards the Aguja de la Silla. There was an 
encouraging bergschrund that should do, but more 
interesting was the perfect granite wall on this side - and 
it was free of ice. We fell into what became our ice cave 
(isn't that how everyone finds them?) ; Doug and Yvon 
went off to look at the French route. They soon returned. 
Yvon limping, having hit his leg with his axe. 

"Why don't you guys look at the possibilities above the 
Silla?" 

They did. 

"Looks great. It's the route all right, but you should see 
the weather coming - it's evil." 

The weather came, quickly. During the night the wind 
increased, and powder snow poured through everywhere. 
Our cave was being torn apart, and the idea of losing it 
in the dark was pretty harrowing. Somehow the snow 
blown over it equalled the amount eroded out; by morning 
we were a sorry bunch . There was hardly any room, yet 
excavation was impossible, with ice on one side and the 
outside wall on the other. And our cave moved - apart. 
The third day Doug and Lito escaped to the Great Barrier for 
more food. We passed time patching up the cave, and 
dreaming - of home, of food, of anything but here. It was 
four days before they could get back, and our so-called 
meals dwindled. Another five days; time passed more and 
more slowly. Sometimes it was so bad we couldn't go 
outside all day. After breakfast you think about a morning 
drink, then after that it's the salami and cheese that 
passes as lunch, then supper. We had heard all our 
stories over and over; new ideas were non-existent; we 
had no books; life was held in suspension. 

Everyone's feet were now cold all day, an indication of our 
low food intake. Down to our final supplies, we had to 
leave within the next two days. Snow completely buried 
the cave the following morning, our thirteenth. It would 
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have to be tomorrow. Another day, another storm, and a 
long period of solemn silence after breakfast - the rat trap 
was set. After lunch we checked - escape to base was 
possible. 

Our supplies were finished; we went out for more; 
still it snowed. Ten days· rain-watching in the forest . 
On the twenty-fourth day of continual bad weather, three 
of us were surprised by a calm morning when visiting 
Madsen's estancia. This had to be our chance. We made 
the Great Barrier that evening. Next day we found our 
ropes over the schrund buried. Later, at the Breche, the 
storms were moving in again. It took two hours to find 
our cave. 

"We may never get the ideal day; if it's at all possible 
tomorrow, let's go." 

Though the weather was hardly good enough for the Midi, 
we left anyway. From the Col de la Silla, Yvon and Doug 
went for a quick look. Our projected route disappeared 
round the buttress, and what happened there would answer 
a lot of questions. 

"It's in the bag - once round the corner, it's another few 
hours to the top of the pillar." 

This meant that we could leave on an unsettled day, and 
chance it. We eliminated our bivouac gear, most of our food, 
and cut down on everything - to a storm of protest. 

"If you take bivouac gear, you will bivouac." 

"Let's take it until we see the exit." 

"I'm not taking any - we've got to move." 

We had time to argue the point - the next three days were a 
non-stop storm. Any sign of the weather clearing produced 
wild optimism. We had to leave for the summit next day, 
or go down for supplies. Three o'clock next morning, 
with complete cloud cover, some were for the climb, 
some not. Caution won the day, but as we descended the 
weather improved with every rappel. It was the final irony to 
be going down on what turned out to be a passable 
summit day. Snatching up our gear at the Great Barrier 
we set off back again immediately, ready for another ten 
days' wait. We had no waiting to do: we left at 2.0 a.m. 
the following morning. 

Crossing to the col, it was hard to realize that, after 
eight weeks, this was finally the day. A pale sun cheered us, 
but would soon go behind the mountain. It would be cold 
from then on. 

"O.K. Lito, red is tied off." 

"Right. Tell Yvon to hold it - I want to film the pendulum." 

We relayed the ropes as fast as possible, and soon 
dumped the extra one demanded by the conservative 
element - they never missed it. We had three ropes for the 
five of us. The leader climbed on one and trailed one; 
Lita then followed on the free rope, filming. The second 
man came up on the climbing rope. The other team 
ferried the third rope up for the following pitches. On easier 
ground both parties led. In this way we covered ground 
really fast. 

"Dick, that looks good. Now reach up. Great." 

"Let's have those pins." 





The South West Buttress 
of the Fitzroy 

"Beautiful work." 

"Look at the old Torre, that's a mountain". 

Doug led a fine pitch in a chimney; at the exit we were 
supposed to be above the major difficulties - at least, 
according to the reconnaissance. But instead of the summit 
slopes, there was a five hundred foot wall . 

"It's going to be a cold night." 

A short aid section, a perfect jamming crack. We were 
now above the Poincenot and Cerro Torre. The conditions 
were similar to winter climbing: we wore gloves and 
heavy clothing, and our water bottles froze up during 
the day. 

Yvon pulled over the head wall, and we expected encourage
ment, but got none. Reaching the crest we saw the 
problem: our buttress formed a scimitar-like summit 
ridge. We had to cross a series of ice-plastered towers - if 
we could. There was no clue to the size of the gaps 
between them, and only one way to find out. Doug was 
climbing like a man possessed, taking iced grooves and 
rotten snow in his stride. Past the first tower we found a 
wooden wedge - Fonrouge and Comesana must have 
made an exit here from the super-couloir, which now 
stretched below us. So it was almost finished: it had to 
be possible. Three more hard pitches and we joined the 
easy summit slopes, racing against the clock. Lita went 
ahead for the footage we hoped would impress them at the 
local Odeon: the lads reaching the top. 

Fitzroy had been friend and enemy; now we felt part of 
this amazing land. Cerro Torre, Fitzroy, Pier Giorgio, 
Poincenot - names to dream on . 

"Fonrouge bagged the Cassin 'biner that Terray left - can't 
find anything of his." 

"So what about the Torre next year?" 

" Let's get home first - it's eight o'clock." 

Rappeling and down-climbing ; we had to pass the towers, 
at least, before bivouacking. They would be a trap in bad 
weather. All day low clouds had been lurking ; now, the 
increasing wind and high cirrus meant one thing - storm . It 
was 11 .30 as we started down the buttress. December 
20th., about the longest day. The light mercifully lingered 
on. Inevitably we hung a rappel - and at that moment 
it seemed the storm was breaking. Hands frozen, headlamps 
peering into the falling snow, our rope lost ; it was a 
bad moment. We cut the line and continued. The 
deteriorating conditions and total darkness forced a bivouac. 
At least it wouldn't be for long - it was now 2 a.m. We 
had been climbing for 24 hours. The wind cut into us, yet 
Lita slept through it all, with a certain detachment from 
physical things that I can 't approach. 

" God, I'm freezing . What's the time?" 

"3.30. Look at that bastard Lita - asleep." 

" Remember - nothing lasts for ever, but everything lasts 
for some time." 

"Thanks." 

5.00. We replaced frozen boots and headed on down, 
the wind hitting us in gusts. We made our rappels short 
(too many stories of ropes caught by the wind in Patagonia) , 
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stopping for a lull at each one. Waiting to descend, I 
was almost plucked off the face. What a way to go! 
When we reached the col the wind knocked Yvon to the 
ground. We had made it just in time - but was it skill 
or luck? 

The ice cave: warmth, sleep, food, and more sleep. 
Outside, another day of storm; inside, plans for Christmas 
Day and a future without the Fitz hanging over us. The 
film intrigues us. 

"We'll get the girl scenes at Newport Beach - the transistor, 
bleached hair, and comb - the whole bit." 

"Shoot some backup surfing footage at Rincon." 

"Film a route in the Valley next spring - bitching." 

"We should have shot the whole thing in California." 

"We should have stayed there, man!" 

Christmas Eve we arrived back at the Rio de las Vueltas. 
Summer, incredibly, had arrived. Wild parrots flashed 
overhead, butterflies flew about, flowers grew everywhere. 
Fitzroy caught the evening sun as we roasted lamb by a 
blazing fire. What a Christmas! There would never be 
another like it - would there? 

SUMMARY 
Fitzroy. Third ascent, first by the South West Buttress. 20th- 21st 
December 1968. Yvon Chouinard, Dick Dorworth, Chris Jones, 
Lita Tejada-Flores, Doug Thompkins. Grade ED. 2,000ft from the col 
of which 1,800ft serious. Seventeen roped pitches, several of 5sup 
and A1 . 

Graham Tiso tested the 
advanced design features 
of the new Joe Brown 
Extendable Sac in the 
Stauning's Alps in Greenland 
last summer. 
The sac proved to be 
excellent and its many new 
features are important 
and effective improvements 
on conventional sac 
design. 

The prices are : 
Sac £7 19s 6d 
Pockets £1 4s 9d 
Karrimat £1 Os 9d 
postage 4s6d 

GRAHAM TISO, 
44 RODNEY STREET, 
EDINBURGH. Tel. 031.556.1723 

ISM 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 

OF MOUNTAINEERING 
Leysin - Switzerland 

director DOUGAL HASTON 
send for 1969 brochure to 
11 Southlawn Court, Frith Hill Rd. 
Godalming, Surrey. 

ROCK CLIMBING IN SNOWDONIA 
Special courses run by 
Al Harris and Pete Crew 
Write for details enclosing S.A.E. to 

Crew and Harris, Bigil, Dinorwic, Caerns. 

INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED 
To assist in the running of Y. H. A./ M.A. 
mountaincraft courses during the spring and 
summer (minimum period of service two weeks). 
Qualifications: detailed knowledge of either 
Snowdonia, the Lake District or Skye; four 
seasons climbing experience, basic first aid 
certificate and some tutorial experience in a 
recognized club; above all a real desire to impart 
knowledge and to further the sport of climbing. 
Instructors will be asked to attend an assess
ment course. Apply for application form and 
further details to: 
Peter Hall, Y.H.A., St. Albans, Herts. 
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A FRESH LOOK AT 

Roger Redfern re-examines the qualities of a great 
hill walk, perhaps the finest of its kind in Britain. 
Basil Goodfellow, Ken Wilson and Dudley Stevens 
have illustrated the article with some new 
photographs of this familiar group of mountains. 

'Snowdon' is not in fact a single peak, but a great horse
shoe-shaped ridge comprising the breaking wave of 
Y Lliwedd (literally 'aspect of a flood'), the 'red comb' of 
Crib Goch, the graceful upthrust of Carnedd Ugain, and the 
'great tumulus' of Y Wyddfa - the highest summit south 
of the Scottish Highlands. 

It is estimated that 180,000 people reach the top of 
Snowdon each year, some by railway, but more than half 
on foot. Within the last two decades, the massifs busiest 
tracks have become terribly scarred by this pedestrian 
traffic. In clear weather, the way up Crib Goch's east ridge 
is easily seen from Pen-y-Pass; and the Llanberis Path, 
close to the railway, is a broad eroded track where 
vegetation no longer survives. 

Yet the Grand Tour of the remarkable Snowdon Horseshoe 
has not lost its charm. There is still a sense of adventure 
in treading the airy ridges which make up Y Wyddfa's 
complex buttresses. To the veteran mountaineer this is 
still the Mecca of Snowdonia, the central core to which 
he will ultimately return. 

Many people miss some of the finest sections of the Horse
shoe by going up the well-nigh 'butchered' Pyg Track from 
Pen-y-Pass to the 1,925ft. pass of Bwlch Moch. Here, far 
below, the serpentine outline of Llyn Llydaw comes into 
view, darkened by cloud shadows and the great precipice 
of Lliwedd's northern face. 

A more fitting introduction to the Horseshoe - the true 
'first nail' - is a low grassy ridge, rising directly opposite 
Pen-y-Pass and running westwards. It climbs to the cone 
of red Upper Snowdon Lavas, which comprise the top 
300 feet of this part of the massif. As a variation to the 
usual east ridge ascent lying ahead, the aptly-named Goat 
Track leads round to the north, high above Craig Cwm 
Beudy Mawr - a neglected crag overlooking Llanberis Pass. 
This path contours to the lowest point of Crib Goch's 
north ridge. Several species of rare Alpines bloom here in 
spring and early summer, the most easily recognisable being 
the lovely pale purple Saxifragia oppositifolia. 

From Crib Goch's pink scree slopes, the dramatic hanging 
hollow of Cwm Glas Mawr is seen. Our path follows the 
top of the walls which enclose it. For the scrambler new to 
the area, care is needed in reaching the summit of the 
mountain by this steep and narrow north ridge. There is 
really only one difficult place: a steep wall rising across a 
small gap close to the top, where strong winds or frozen 
snow may make the crossing tricky. The 3,023ft. top of this 
shapely mountain - really a ridge-end - conforms closely 
to the average man's idea of a summit, with the level arete 
swinging away towards the famous Pinnacles. Beyond, 
the truncated top of Carnedd Ugain balances the sharper 
cone of Y Wyddfa, to complete a wonderful British mountain 
vista. Views such as this make the Horseshoe look much 
larger and more difficult than it really is; little wonder that a 
professional Swiss guide, brought here years ago by his 
wealthy British employer, believed it would be impossible to 
reach Y Wyddfa's summit and descend safely within one day. 

Familiarity may breed contempt, but the Horseshoe continues 
to provide undiminishing fascination for the discerning. 
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Top: Snowdon from Capel Curig. A long focus picture that throws 
particular attention on the ice gullies of Lliwedd, the left-hand peak of 
the group. 

Bottom: With a light dusting of snow, Crib Goch takes on Alpine 
dimensions, and the elegant north ridge which falls from the summit 
to the crags of Dinas Mot in the Llanberis Pass is revealed as a 
fine alternative start to the Horseshoe. 
Photos: Ken Wilson 
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Top: The gaunt north face of Y Wyddfa, unpleasant in the summer, 
gains an Eigerish appearance under winter ice. Both this face and the 
more difficult north face of Lliwedd in the distance are rapidly 
gaining in popularity as centres of hard ice climbing. The Horseshoe 
ridge links the two mountains. Photo: Basil Goodfellow 

Bottom: After a shower of rain the late evening sun breaks through 
the clouds. Perhaps the most celebrated and timeless view of Snowdon. 
Open to constant variations of mood, it still remains one of the 
great mountain groupings of the British Isles. 
Photo: Dudley Stevens 

Those sharp, leaning Pinnacles, where Herford, Mallory, 
and their contemporaries balanced with difficulty on winter 
ice on their hands-in-pocket traverses of the complete 
circuit, give way to a smooth and surprisingly green pass. 
At 2,816ft. Bwlch Gach (the 'red pass') is the lowest point 
on the ridge between Crib Goch and Y Wyddfa. The small 
wire-netting enclosures here were set up by the Nature 
Conservancy in 1960 as part of a research programme on 
vegetation. 

Ahead, the ridge rears towards the top of Carnedd Ugain 
(3,493ft), narrowing as it rises to become Crib y Ddysgl 
('the jagged edge of the dish'). From here, there are 
spectacular views of Lliwedd away to the south, over the 
dark-laked hollow of Cwm Dyli. In the opposite direction, 
across the rocky head of Cwm Glas Mawr and the Llanberis 
Pass, are the Glyders and the lonely Elidirs. In low, moving 
cloud this northward view is ominous, wreaths of vapour 
swirling thick and thin to reveal black angles of crag and 
vanishing Stygian water far below. The crest of the ridge is 
maintained and then, quite suddenly, the table-top of 
Carnedd Ugain is reached, and Y Wyddfa stands only a 
little higher across the great void - the very head of 
Cwm Dyli ('the valley of rushing waters'). 

This is one of the highlights of the Snowdon Horseshoe, 
particularly in winter conditions. Over many years, I have 
found the second and third weeks of February the most 
reliable for excellent snow and ice conditions in Snowdonia. 
Only two years ago, the frozen snow had so encrusted the 
triangulation station atop Carnedd Ugain that, at first, it 
was impossible to find. On a similar occasion, sixteen years 
ago, the temperature here was so low that the hot drink 
froze as my father poured it from our flask. In high summer, 
you can hear the pilgrims ascending by way of the Pyg Track 
or the Llanberis Path, but their voices are drowned 
periodically by the hearty beat of the locomotives storming 
up the last few hundred feet of the mountain railway. 

The top of Y Wyddfa is a fantastic place, unique in the 
mountain world. The crowds struggle from their carriages 
to the great cairn at 3,560ft., to view a scene at once 
wonderful and formidable: an alien world of sharp-cut 
cliffs and blue lakes. Clouds stroll in at head level from 
the western sea. The Horseshoe rambler only stops briefly 
here, to gaze at the newly-revealed panorama. In anti
cyclonic winter conditions, the snowy domes of the far 
Wicklow Mountains are visible, a hundred miles away over 
the Irish Sea. Between, the toppled hills of Lleyn jostle for 
position, and the shore of Cardigan Bay sweeps south 
towards St. David's Head. In contrast to Snowdon's scree 
and boulders, the flanks of Moel Hebog and Mynydd Mawr 
('the big mountain') are clothed in man-made coniferous 
forests. 

The next section of the circuit can be the most dangerous 
to the unwary, for the route begins by descending the ridge 
which forms Y Wyddfa's south-western buttress. Eventually, 
this sweeps up to the 2,451 ft. top of the outlying Yr Aran 
('the height'). This shapely summit greatly enhances the 
famous view from the head of that wide and much-fished 
lake - Llyn Gwynant. The walk from Nant Gwynant up 
Yr Aran, and thence by the south-western ridge to the top 
of Y Wyddfa, is, incidentally, one of the best and quietest 
routes in holiday periods. 

The Horseshoe route, however, soon leaves the Yr Aran 
ridge, and turns down across Y Wyddfa's southern scree 
slopes. The way is much eroded by the passage of human 
feet. Eventually, the long and complicated pass of 
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Mountaineering 
Equipment 
Suppliers 
Ambleside, Westmorland 
Frank Davies, (S) , 
The Climbers' Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 

Aviemore, Scotland 
Speyside Sports (S) , 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 

Bethesda, North Wales 
Arvons, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0248.82.401 . 

Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S) , 
7 Colmore Circus, 
Snowhill Ringway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. 

Birmingham 
Blacks of Greenock, 
(City Camp & Sports) 
86- 87 Broad Street (C) (S ) (M ), 
Birmingham 15. 
Tel. 021.643.5638. 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S) , 
157 Great Moor Street, 
Tel. 0204.25087. 

Bradford 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
71 a Godwin Street. 
Tel. 027 42.1998. 

Brighton 
" Sport and Leisure", 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 

Bristol 
Joseph Bryant Ltd. , 
The Outdoor Centre, 
Colston Street. 
Tel. 0272.23166. 

Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 

Capel Curig, North Wales 
Brennands, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 217. 

Capel Curig , North Wales 
Arvons, 
The Climbers' Shop. 

Croydon, Surrey 

Pindisports, 
34 South End. 
Tel. 01 .688.2667. 

Darlington 
J . Clementson (Darlington ) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C) . 
Tel. 0325.2390. 
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Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports (C) (S) , 
95 Spring Gardens. 
Tel. 0302.67755. 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd. 
63 Seagate (M) (S) , 
Tel. 0382.24501 -2. 

Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso (M) , 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031.556.1723. 

Glasgow 
Blacks of Greenock, 
132 St. Vincent Street, 
Glasgow C.2. 
Tel. 041 .221.4007. 

Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2 

Grantown-on-Spey, Scotland 
Speyside Sports (S) , 
47 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 

Groombridge 
Saxbys Stores (Terry Tullis) (M ). 
Station Road. 
Tel. 089.276.238. 

Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 

Isle of Skye 
Pete Thomas, Graham Tiso, 
Glen Brittle. 
Tel. Glen Brittle 8. 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) , 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 

Leeds 
Centresport, 
Frank Davies, Dave Clarke, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 

Leeds 
Leeds Camping Centre (S) 
1 0- 11 Grand Arcade. 
Tel. 0532.28634. 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34- 36 Eastgate (C) (S), 
Tel. 0532.24599. 

Leeds 
H. w. Poole, 
2 Wade Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.29374. 

Liverpool 
F. Ellis Brigham ( M ) (C) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 

These shops stock high class Mountaineering, Ski -ing and Camping 
Equipment. 

The shops marked (C) (M) {S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

Llanberis, North Wales 

Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall. 
Tel. 028682.327. 

London 
Pindisports'" 
14- 18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
(Ski - Boots for hire) . 
Tel. 01.242.3278. 

London 
Blacks of Greenock, 
22- 24 Gray's Inn Road, 
London, W.C.1 . 
Tel. 01.405.4426. 

Blacks of Greenock, 
(Players Sports) (C) (S) (M ) 
53 Rathbone Place, 
Oxford Street, W.1 . 
Tel. 01 .636.6645. 

London, Acton, W.3. 
Pindisports, 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3 
(Ski - Boots for hire) . 
Tel. 01.992.6642. 

London 

Robert Lawrie Ltd. 
54 Seymour Street, W1 H 5WE 
Tel. 01 .723.5252 

London 
Y.H.A. Sales, 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01.839.1722. 

Manchester 
F. Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S ), 
6- 14 Cathedral Street, 4 
Tel. 061 .832.0161 . 

Manchester 
Blacks of Greenock 
(Black & Edgington) , 
263 Deansgate, 2. 
Tel. 061.832.4540. 

Manchester 
J . & A. Sports & Camping.Co. (C), 
15 Station Road,Urmston. 
Tel. 061 .748.6408. 

Mansfield, Notts. 
W. Slack and Sons, 
38 Rosemary Street. 
Tel. 0623.24449. 

Newcastle-Upon- Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S), 
227 / 229 Westgate Road. 
Tel. 0632.23903. 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street (S) (C) . 
Tel. 0632.22139. 

Newport, Mons. 
K. S. Davies, 
369 Chepstow Road, 
Beechwood Corner. 

Nottingham 
Blacks of Greenock 
(Nottingham Camp & Sports) 
Shakespeare Street, (C) (S) (M ), 
Nottingham. NG1 4FD. 
Tel. 0602.43165. 

Nottingham 

Roger Turner 
Mountain Sports (S), 
1 Canning Circus. 
Tel. 0602.47230. 

Oxford 

The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
(Branch of the Scout 
Association) . 

Perth, Scotland 

James Banks and Sons (C), 
137- 141 High Street. (S). 
Tel. 0738.24928. 

Sheffield 

Blacks of Greenock 
(Jackson & Warr) (C) (S) (M ) 
18- 22 Corporation Street, 
Sheffield SR3 8RN . 
Tel. 0742.20760. 

Sheffield 

Bryan G. Stokes, 
High Court, High Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 

Stockport 

Henshall & Edwards Ltd. (C) , 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Stoke-on-Trent 

Blacks of Greenock 
(Scout Shop) , 
40-62 Marsh Street, 
Hanley, Stoke-on -Trent. 
Tel. 0782.22870. 

Sunderland 

Reynolds Army Stores, (C) (S), 
6 Derwent Street, Park Lane. 
Tel. 0783.57945. 

Sutton, Surrey 

Blacks of Greenock (Q.M. Stores), 
250 High Street, Sutton, Surrey. 
Tel. 01 .642.8655. 

Wednesbury, Staffs. 

Tebbutt Bros. (M) (C) (S), 
Camping and Climbing, 
33 Market Place. 
Tel. 021 .556.0802. 

York 

The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 
(Branch of the Scout 
Association) . 



The late evening sun reveals the precipitous flanks of Crib Gach from the summit slopes of Carnedd Ugain. Photo: Basil Goodfellow 

Bwlch y Saethau (where King Arthur was slain in battle) 
is crossed. A compass can be useful in this wilderness of 
rocks and hollows, where low cloud and heavy snow can 
play tricks with one's sense of direction. 

Lliwedd rears end-on ahead; by keeping close to the crest, 
fine views down its great northern face are to be had on the 
short climb to the western summit. It is only a short 
crossing to the eastern top; from there, in clear conditions, 
one has a really first-class view back to the shapely cone 
of Y Wyddfa. In the foreground is the nearby western 
summit, with those dark soaring cliffs rising from the depths 
of Cwm Oyli, seeming to spring directly from the shadowed 
waters of Llyn Llydaw. On a sunny afternoon there is no 
better place to relax; the rush of the day is over, the rest of 
the route downhill, and Pen-y-Pass not far away. However, 
to do the thing properly, we do not follow the majority 
down to the outflow from the lake beyond Lliwedd Bach. 
Instead, we continue along the lovely grass-and-boulder 
ridge which culminates in the summit of Gallt y Wenallt 
(2,032ft.). This is the 'last nail' of the Horseshoe. The great 
sweep of Gallt y Wenallt down to the head of Nant 
Gwynant, viewed from the road near Pen-y-Pass, has been 
called 'the boldest brow in Europe'. Be that as it may, this 
much-ignored ridge makes a fitting conclusion to the circuit. 
By crossing the mouth of Cwm Dyli, we gain the old 
Miner's Track almost within sight of Pen-y-Pass. 

I have been struck by lightning on the summit of Crib Goch, 
have taken several hours in snow and ice to reach the 
Pinnacles from Pen-y-Pass, and have completed the entire 
Horseshoe, without any intention of racing, in two hours and 
fifty-five minutes. The great, curving ridge is what you 
make of it. Doing the round by moonlight is a memorable 
variation for the experienced, but should not be entertained 
until the terrain is known in some detail. 

There are few places in our mountains where such variety 
comes in so short a distance. Which way round? There 
are many arguments to be considered, but on the whole 
I think that Crib Goch is best taken first. There are then 
several ways off the ridge beyond Y Wyddfa, and, to quote 
H. R. C. Carr, "the supreme beauty of the cliffs of Lliwedd 
is then reserved till the last". 

One can still walk this curving mountain wave without 
seeing another soul. One of the quietest periods is mid-week 
during late spring and early summer. On such occasions, 
we can walk the hills as did the Victorian pioneers and their 
Edwardian successors, who stayed at Pen-y-Gwryd and 
Pen-y-Pass. We share the spirit of the high places with 
King Arthur, the early copper miners, and the shepherds: 
the first mountaineers. 

21 



22 

CAMPING AND CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 

TEBBUTT'S 
91-92, Walsall Street, Wednesbury, Staffs. 

(Telephone - Wednesbury 0802) 

Late Night - Fridays 8 p.m. 

VERY WIDE RANGE PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE 

Photograph by John Cleere of Sa,-gent/Gamma Ltd 

A NEW CLIMBING SHOP IN BLACKPOOL! 

THE ALPINE CENTRE 
opening soon 

1 93 Church Street, Blackpool, Lanes. 

HIGH ON 
BRANT 
DIRECT. .. 

the vital link is 
VIKING 

The bigger the challenge 
the safer you are with 
VIKING Nylon Ropes. 

Mountain-proved, 
laboratory-tested, VIKING 
ropes are made by the largest 
and most experienced 
ropemakers in the World. 

For the rough and the 
smooth, VIKING is your 
closest ally. 

VIKING 
Nylon Climbing Ropes 

made by British Ropes Limited 



Apes or Ballerinas? 
by Tom Patey 

"Man with all his noble qualities ...... still bears in his 
bodily frame the indelible stamp of his lowly origin" (Darwin). 

If everyone made a point of remembering that, we might be 
spared a lot of mountain philosophy and psychoanalysis. 
And Mallory would have been better informed. "Why do 
you climb?" The answer should be apparent to the veriest 
moron. "Because it is the natural thing to do." Climbers 
are the only genuine primordial humanoids, heirs to a 
family tradition inherited from hairy arboreal ancestors. 

Recently, of course, the scene has altered. All the interesting 
trees have been cut down by the Forestry Commission 
and replaced with elementary stereotyped firs, which any 
fool can climb. Bird's-nesting is illegal. That removes the 
only obvious reason for climbing trees. Nowadays, if you 
decided to take up residence in a tree, somebody would 
immediately call out the fire brigade. Admittedly the 
Queen lives in a Treetops Hotel when she goes to Kenya 
to unwind, but then the Queen, as someone remarked, is a 
special case. As far as the average citizen is concerned, 
a man up a tree is assuredly up to no good, and he must 
be speedily charged or certified. 

So what other outlet is there? Mountains are the obvious 
choice. We can discount University types who climb 
College buildings, because you need a pretty elastic 
imagination to be satisfied with a substitute twice removed. 
As regards potholers, they are mere troglodytes ... pale, 
anaemic offspring of the Cave Age. 

This then is the reason ... pure and simple ... why we climb 
mountains. But what I am leading up to is this business of 
'style', by which every mountaineer seems to set great 
store. Nothing annoys me quite so much as to hear 
someone described as a 'stylish' climber (largely because 
my own climbing technique has never been noticeably 
so graced). 

Everyone knows what is meant by a 'stylish' climber. He 
features in all the best climbing obituaries, viz: "I never 
saw X ... make a false or hurried move. He would stand 
motionless, sometimes for half-an-hour or more, on the 
tiniest of rugosities, lightly caressing the rock with 
sensitive finger-tips as he deliberated his next move. 
Movement, when it came, was a fluid ripple of conscious 
style executed with the lithe grace of a ballet dancer." 
History usually fails to record how he met his end. 

The French, as might be expected, are the supreme stylists. 
If you don't know what I mean, have a look at the 
illustrations in Rebuffat' s book, On Snow and Rock. Every 
picture shows the author examining himself in some 
graceful and quite unbelievable posture ... like something 
out of Swan Lake. Even the captions carry a note of smug 
satisfaction: "Climbing means the pleasure of communi
cating with the mountain as a craftsman communicates 
with the wood or the stone or the iron upon which he is 
working" (portrait of Rebuffat, standing on air, studiously 
regarding his left forearm, hands caressing smooth granite). 
"On monte comme une echelle" (inset photograph of 
Rebuffat self-consciously climbing a ladder). 

It all looks so effortless. In fact, by the time you've 
finished the book and found a smooth 70° slab to practise 
on, you're feeling light as thistledown and lithe as Nureyev. 

Now to the test. Open the book of instructions and begin. 
The finger-tips brush the rock like sensitive antennae; the 
arms are not above shoulder level; the knees are retracted 
to avoid possible contact with the rock; the stomach is 
tucked in, the head held high; the features are composed, 
relaxed and earnest ... you are prepared to 'communicate'. 

Stage One: with infinite delicacy the right foot is elevated 
eighteen inches and the boot tip placed deliberately on a 
tiny wrinkle. 

Stage Two: the left boot is aligned with the right boot 
by stepping up smoothly and deliberately. Any effort is 
imperceptible ...... . 

Strange! You're lying flat on the ground with a squashed 
nose. Another attempt; another failure. Time passes, 
along with your faith in Rebuffat. 

Suddenly and inexplicably you succeed. 

Why? 

Simple really. You lost your temper and became 
uninhibited. Ancient primitive reflexes took over. The old 
jungle juice started throbbing through your veins. If you had 
two hands to spare, you would beat your chest with pride. 
Intellectually you may have retreated a couple of million 
years ... physically you're thriving. 

Heave, clutch, thrutch, grunt! Up you go, defying gravity 
with your own impetus. So what, if it looks ungraceful? Joe 
Brown doesn't look much like a ballet dancer. Primeval? .•. 
possibly. 

Now you can appreciate why the chimpanzees are the 
happiest-looking animals in the zoo ... hurling themselves 
about and swinging joyfully from bar to bar. Who ever 
heard of a maladjusted chimpanzee? 

Stripped down to fundamentals, this is what mountaineering 
is all about. A regressive metamorphosis, if you like. 
Nobody should have to learn how to climb. In fact most 
people spend a lifetime unlearning. The most competent 
climbers I ever saw were some city kids on a bomb-site. 
They were swarming all over the place like monkeys. They 
were masters of every technique known to man or 
Rebuffat ... chimneying, straddling, hand traversing, and 
many other manoeuvres quite outside the scope of the 
average climbing manual. 
It all proves that no-one needs to be taught to climb; one 
merely needs reminding of something one knew even before 
going to school. 
Reverting to nature is generally satisfying ... physically and 
psychologically. It may not be ethical, it may not be moral, 
but it is usually agreeable. Normally you draw the line, if 
only for social reasons. In the mountains you can afford 
to be completely uninhibited. Here, man can act in the 
manner born, using whatever physical talents nature has 
bestowed on him. He needs no instruction manuals, no 
rules and no regulations. 
Where does style come into this? Every climber has his own 
natural 'style', to use the word in its proper context. He 
inherits it. Climbing instruction, to be of any value, must 
foster natural style. Try to curb it and you land up in 
trouble. Try to impose your own style on a 'learner' and you 
double his difficulties. 
The sort of climber I like to watch is the man who knows 
where he's going, and wastes no time getting there. A latent 
power and driving force carries him up pitches where no 
amount of dynamic posturing would do any good. 
An efficient mountaineer, by this reckoning, need fulfil only 
three criteria. He must not fall off. He must not lose the 
route. He must not waste time. Time may be endless on 
an English outcrop; in the Alps it can mean the difference 
between life and death. 
These are accomplishments to be learnt neither from books 
nor from other climbers. Although we are all differently 
proportioned, we all have some natural ability derived P24► 

23 



INTRODUCINQN 

POINT 
FIV~J 

the duvet of the seventies, designed and 
manufactured by Bantons of Nottingham, 

breaking new frontiers in warmth and durability. 
Available at leading climbing shops everywhere. 

Point Five Sleeping Bags now available. 

BANTON & CO. LTD. MEADOW LANE, NOTTINGHAM 
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1 CASTOR Fully leather lined climbing boot with 
padded ankle shafts. Padded, bellow tongue with 
water-protecting wrap-over. Hinged heel. Hand
welted double stitched leather sole covered with 
Vib~am Montagna sole. Black only. £10.4s.0d. 

GREPON Handsome climbing boot in brown 
high grade amphibious skin. Tall fully leather lined 
and ankle snafts. Full bellow and padded tongue. 
Heavy welted leather soles, fully screwed and 
covered with Vibram Montagna soles. £12.3s.4d. 

GABELHORN Attractive reverse leather high al
titude climbing boot. Fully leather lined, padded 
ankle shafts, water-protecting wrap-over. Hinged 
heels and elastic leather snow/water resisting tops. 
Close welted four tier leather sole fully screwed, 
covered with Vibram security Montagna soles. 

£16.1 0s.0d. 

Send for catalogue and nearest stockist 

E H PRICE & Co (Cambridge) Ltd 
10 ST BARNABAS ROAD CAMBRIDGE 

Gaston's Alpine Books 
Old and New Books - Club Journals 

British and Foreign Guide Books 
Mountain Worlds - Special Maps 

134 KENTON ROAD ·HARROW · MIDDX 
Telephone 01-907 8549 

GUIDING 
Mountaineering, Rock and Ice Climbing Courses. All grades, anvwhere in Great Britain 
or the Al ps. Clitford Phillips, 116 Long Street, Sparkbrook, Birmingham 11. 

ACCOMMODATION 
SNOWDON, LLANBERIS PASS. Ideal for walking, climbing. Bath, good food. Open 
all year. £9 per week full board-Smith, Nant Peris, Caernarvon . Tel. Llanberis 306. 

LLUGWY GUEST HOUSE, CAPEL CURIG. Climbers welcome. H. and C. every room . 
Bath. Spring interior beds. Moderate terms include breakfast and evening meal.
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor. Tel. Capel Curig 218. 

BRYN PO ETH, CAPEL CURIG, CAERNS. (below Tryfan). Full board and comfortable 
accommodation. Excellent centre for walks and climbs from the Ogwen Valley.
Mr. E. D. Stevens. 

from our primitive ancestors, and that's what we need to 
develop. 
Which takes us back to the apes. Climbers are conceited 
characters when you pause to think about it. They liken 
themselves in print to Gods, Goddesses and Gladiators; 
tigers, eagles, and chamois; craftsmen, gardeners and 
ballet dancers; and even, in one case at least, to computers! 
One seldom reads of climbers who resemble apes, chimps, 
or orang-outangs. Comparisons are only odious when 
too near the bone. 
You don't teach children to walk ... they teach themselves. 
Why, then, teach the descendants of the apes to climb? 
They can also be left to teach themselves. But don't expect 
them to resemble ballet dancers. 
So, next time you see a jaded climber at the foot of a cliff, 
dangle a bunch of bananas from the top. You may be 
surprised at the energetic response. Why? Because it's 
there, of course ..... . 



Two days on Bonatti's Pillar 
by Doug Scott 

The slender rib of unbroken rock on the South West side of 
the Dru commands attention. Its reputation demands 
respect. Who can fail to gasp a little at the thought of 
climbing it? Read of the early ascents; remember tales, 
overheard in the 'National', of arms and mangled flesh found 
littering the approach couloir when Brown and Hadlum 
did it. A boulder was said to have cleaved open Mclnnes's 
head on the comparatively safe Pillar itself, when Bonington 
and Whillans did it. A Yugoslav contingent, during its 
attempt, spent seven days tied to a ledge; some of the 
Cambridge lads were killed in the couloir. 
We did our homework and respectfully read Bonatti's 
account; to respect we now added amazement and 
admiration for this first ascent - without a companion at 
that. We noted the avalanche of "cyclopean proportions ... 
literally dredging hard ice ... " from the length of the 
approach couloir. This occurred during one of his early 
attempts. We remembered, too, the granite master struggling 
up ice-choked chimneys, round fifteen foot overhangs, 
pendulating across smooth compact slabs, and tearing his 
hands to pieces in the rough cracks which cleave this 
2,300ft buttress. 
We read Chris Bonington's account and registered their 
avalanche which lit up the couloir with sparks and gave off 
a heavy sulphurous odour. We hoped we would not end up 
in the debris of a similar avalanche on our ascent. 
Dave Nicol and I left the rognon at the foot of the mountain, 
and crunched across the glacier up to the cone of hard but 
rock-pitted snow at the foot of the couloir. It was cold, 
and quite still except for the tinkling of ice chips raining 
down from the 'early birds' already at work. We left the 
snow cone and took to steep rock above the rimaye-on the 
right side of the couloir. It became less steep and we 
paused for breath. Chris and Pete caught up; Martin and 
Bill were still out in front. Now, in the silence, disturbing 
thoughts raced through our minds as the clouds rolled in 
from the Arve Valley. We continued, however, up easy rock 
and stepped left to the snow where it became steep. 
Nothing had rattled down and we were lured further over; 
we moved more quickly, roped together. 
Martin was at the constriction. Whrrrr ! A shower of falling 
objects tore across his rope. Thoughts tumbled over 
themselves: "It's started ... must cling on ... Cambridge 
lads ... Oh God !" 
A body floated lazily down the base of the Pillar. Gasp! 
"Like Harlin". No! Not this time, for the objects had 
spewed from a rucksack and the 'body' was an anorak. 
These objective dangers had been carelessly dropped 
from the shoulder, 2,000ft up the Pillar. 
However, we were now very anxious to leave the couloir 
lest the fragile Flammes de Pierre should flicker into life 
above us. We cut up left to the West Face, then back right, 
across the funnel to the safety of the amphitheatre. 
At about 6.30 a.m., we made a start on the Pillar. Grooves 
for 250ft. Commodious stances and plastic helmets were 
reassuring. Thereafter the route became steeper, pegs more 
numerous, and navigation obvious. 
Exposure left an impression, as did an awkward flake, 
finger-jammed and left with difficulty. Dave hauled me up 
an ice-choked chimney. I asked for tension going up right 
above a misty void; speed seemed essential and impressions 
are vague at this point. 
It was great to be, at last, above the Flammes. We came to 
grips with the "red walls" and overtook a French guide 
and his client - a 55-year-old mother of five! We pressed 
on amidst an entanglement of double ropes clipped to 

The West Face of the Petit Dru with the South West Pillar flanking 
it on the right. Photo: Walter Poucher 
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superfluous pegs. The mist was warm and sleep had to be 
fought off. We passed a bivouac site where Pete, Chris 
and the French would spend the night. Later, we arrived 
at the big overhangs and admired the icicles, but took 
avoiding action by climbing the "35m. wall" (which turned 
out to be a 40m. wall). An exit was made by pendulum 
on the right, and we arrived at a chock-a-block niche. 
After some strenuous grooves, we reached a small sloping 
ledge just below the shoulder. 
Martin was at the shoulder, but in the face of the gathering 
gloom we prudently decided to call a halt. We spent the 
night on the ledge at an angle of 10°. At last there was a 
brief respite from continuous movement. We could savour 
the route thus far, and we looked forward to easier ground 
on the morrow. Our feet dangled over the Pillar as we 
brewed up, and we thought of the lads at the camp site -
or more probably singing and drinking in the 'National'. 
Readjustments of the retaining ropes were often necessary 
as we kept slipping towards the couloir, now 2,000ft below. 
Dave took a sleeping pill and slept for eight hours; I took 
half and slept for four. We wondered if the Yugoslavs 
slept here. 
We left at 6.0 with snow flakes softly falling. We moved 
quickly up to the shoulder and joined Martin and Bill after 
two steep grooves above. The snow was a nuisance, but 
we were able to pay an early visit to the Grotto on the 
Quartz Ledges, and at about 10.0 we called it a day - a 
rope's length away from the summit. 
Abseil followed abseil, and we regretted not having our 
favourite gadget to relieve the wear and tear on clothing 
and shoulders. 
The ropes jammed as a blizzard blew up, and lightning 
flickered round the Flammes. We scuttled down the South 
Face couloir, swung back up 200ft, crossed to the Charpoua 
Glacier, and went down to the hut for tea. 
Comments: We found the couloir safe and of an easier 
grade than Crowberry Gulley. We roped up and benefitted 
from crampons and North-wall hammers. 
The rock is magnificent, although it does go on and· on. P28► 

Top: Dave Nicol on the lower section of the pillar. Photo: Scott 
Right: Martin Harris belayed at the bottom of the tension move below 
the Red Walls. Photo Bill Hepplewhite 
Opposite Page: The Pillar from below the Flammes des Pierres. 
Bis Bonatti's route, 35 is the 35 metre wall variation to the original 
line through the overhangs. Wis the 1952 French West Face route. 
Photo: Robert Keates 
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MOUNTAIN HOLIDAYS 
in 

Andorra 
Austria 
Czechoslovakia 
France 
Greece 
Italy 
Norway 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Yugoslavia 

Good walking and mountaineering, good company 
and good food. Air travel and competent planning. 

Write for programme: 

RAMBLERS' ASSOCIATION 
SERVICES LTD. 

124{M) Finchley Road, London, N.W.3. 
Telephone: 01-794 5611 

Member of the Association of British Travel Agents 

THE WAY TO THE TOP IS EASIER 
AFTER A 
VISIT TO ~ 
rnrnurnrnrnrn1:11111 
BRYANT'S 

COLSTON STREET, BRISTOL 'I, TEL. 23'1BB 

Mountaineers, climbers and fell walkers 
find all they need at Bryants, where 
everything is under one vast roof. 
Expert advice for beginners and ex
perienced climbers ensures long -term 
climbing enjoyment. 

The West Country specialists in equipment for 
CLIMBING, WINTER SPORTS, CAVING. CAMPING AND SAILING 

The grade of any one pitch cannot be more than Hard 
Severe or Al, but it is a thrutch in alpine gear. 
The hardware and timber were all in place and none let 
us down. 
Perhaps we were lucky, but it does seem worth tackling 
the route with an open mind. Enjoy it whilst you climb 
as well as in retrospect. 

SUMMARY 

Petit Dru, S.W. Pillar. August 1968 over two days. 
Three ropes: Martin Harris and Bill Hepplewhite; Dave Nicol and Doug 
Scott; Chris Radcliff and Pete Scott who traversed off at the shoulder. 

Alternative approach 

The Pillar can be approached via the Flammes de Pierre. 
This is better later in the season when the couloir can be unduly 
dangerous. It is important to avoid abseiling down the back of the 
couloir however by descending a ridge that leads from the Flammes to 
the Dru rognon for a few rope lengths and abseiling from here. (Keates) 
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Climb 
the 

real peaks 

The Austrian Alpine Club owns over 600 huts in the 

Austrian Alps; it organises Alpine walking and 

climbing tours for all grades, rock and ice courses 

led by professional guides, and independent touring 

from only £22. 

• 

,--------------------, 
I The Austrian Alpine Club, 124 Finchley Road, London N.W.3. I 
I Please send me details of club membership and activities. I 
I I 
I NAME ...... ····································•• 00

••···· .. . ......................... -------- I 
I _____ I I ADDRESS ............ --- I 
I ------------ I 
I MTN 5 I L .............................................................................................. ... .................................. .. ..... ... ................................................ I 

AUSTRIAN ALPINE CLUB# 



New Books 
Two Guides to one Crag 

Rock Climbs on the Roches 
and Hen Cloud. A complete 
guide compiled by the North 
Staffordshire Mountaineering 
Club, 1968. 7 /6 

The old 'Kinder and Roches 
Area· volume of Rock Climbs in 
the Peak was already an antique 
by the late nineteen-fifties. It 
gave details of the pre- Brown 
era, and was usually supple
mented by the 1957 'Further 
Developments on Gritstone'. 
This recorded the early modern 
classics like Sloth and Matinee . 
Both publications went out of 
circulation in the early sixties 
and are now collector's pieces. 
For the best part of a decade, 
therefore, one of the finest grit 
outcrops in the Pennines lacked 
a guide. The new generation 
of climbers could find little 
comfort in additional route 
descriptions published in the 
Manchester University Moun
taineering Club's Supplement. 
The climbs could not be related 
to those already in existence. 

A guide was planned in the new 
Rock Climbs in the Peak series, 
but by 1968 local enthusiasts 
had lost patience with the 
system. In the spring, a guide 
was published by John Smith 
and Bryan Stokes. Surprisingly 
a second guide appeared in 
August 1968, compiled by the 
North Staffordshire Moun
taineering Club. What an 
oddity it seemed after years of 
guideless living, to find a surfeit 
of descriptions for these crags! 

The two guides are only partially 
comparable. It is explicitly 
stated in the first that it is "not 
intended to be a complete 
guide to the area ... (it) is 
intended to fill a gap until such 
time as the official guide book 
appears". This was the 
justification for a less detailed 
guide than that which was later 
published. However, the format 
and photographs almost 
certainly involved expense, and 
this drove up the price of the 
first guide. The North Stafford
shire Guide was far more 
complete; it was built in part 
on the work done for the first 
guide, but it included the 
experience acquired by a group 
rather than by one individual. It 
contained more than double the 
number of diagrams, considerably 
more climbs, and an historical 
section of some merit. A less 
expensive format was used, 
however, and the cost of pro
duction was thereby lowered. 
As a result the two guides were 
equally priced. 

The North Staffordshire Guide 
provides a good argument for 

club production . Responsibility 
seems to have been split 
sufficiently to remove some of 
the onus from David Salt, its 
general progenitor. Polish is 
lacking, but guide writers 
cannot always write masterpieces 
- and masterpieces are anyway 
little appreciated by most of 
the climbing public . 

Although two guides may seem 
anomalous, climbers are really 
well served - they have their 
descriptions. For the occasional 
visitor there may be little to 
choose between the two, as 
many of the newer climbs are 
of esoteric interest only. 

In the long run these guides 
will provide a basis for the 
authoritative final volume of 
Rock Climbs in the Peak. They 
will contribute to between a 
third and a half of the total 
content of the volume, at roughly 
the same proportional price. 
This is a point worthy of note 
by the believers in the 'inex
pensive guide' - especially when 
one compares the life-spans of 
plastic-covered and paper
covered guidebooks. If the 
plodding bureaucracies are 
prodded into action, as has 
happened elsewhere, then these 
guides will have performed a 
further valuable service. 
Paul Nunn 

Mountain Rescue. Training 
Handbook for Royal Air Force 
Mountain Rescue Teams. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 12/6 
This comprehensive work is the 
standard handbook for members 
of R.A.F. Mountain Rescue 
Teams. It is the first such 
handbook to be written in English, 
although the excellent continental 
manual by Wastl Mariner has 
been available in translation for 
some years. The book contains 
information about the organi 
sation and administration of 
R.A.F. teams, as well as basic 
mountaineering and rescue 
technique. 

This could have been a valuable 
addition to a mountaineer/ 
rescuer's bookshelf a few years 
ago, but, like most official facets 
of British rescue work, it is now 
vastly out-of-date. For example, 
tape, specialised nuts, wire 
slings, American pegs, harnesses, 
dead man belays, and Kermantle 
rope - standard on all grades 
of climb, and of immense value 
in rescue work - are barely 
mentioned. Also, certain 
techniques (prusiking, ice-axe 
braking, use of ice-axe slings 
and long wood axes, design of 
snow holes, direct ice-axe belays 
for the leader, position of the 
screw gate on waist karabiners 

and that of the gate on running 
belays, etc.) are shown in a 
fashion which is now considered 
to be wrong or very inferior. 
In the rescue section, no mention 
is made of any of the modern 
developments which are now 
common practice. Friction 
lowering, using karabiner brakes 
or large figure-of-eight 
descendeurs, is condemned, yet 
this is becoming the most 
common method in mountain 
centres and civilian teams. 
Makeshift methods of crag 
rescue are ignored. Information 
about professional guides (useless 
without addresses and telephone 
numbers) and civilian posts and 
teams is very out-of-date. (It 
is worth noting here that Welsh 
rescue is now organised through 
Caernarvon Police (3333) to 
whom all rescues should be 
reported). 
On the credit side, much of the 
general information in the book 
is sensible. The sections on 
choosing a climb and abseiling, 
and some of those on rock 
climbing, are first class. The 
information about sleeves on 
slings, abseiling wearing slings 
round the shoulders, walking on 
a bearing, and other such 
finesses, are points from which 
even 'expert' climbers may learn. 
Even here, however, errors 
indicate the date of writing. 
An up-to-date edition of this 
book could help in the drive to 
change and improve rescue 
techniques in Britain . As it 
stands, it merely adds to the 
present conditions of inertia. 

Ron James 

The Central Highlands 
by Campbell R. Steven 
The Scottish Mountaineering 
Club Trust, 40/-

The third edition of this district 
guide represents the S.M.C.'s new 
look at guidebook production . 
In the last year or so some 
important changes have been 
implemented. Traditional 
publishing firms, taking traditional 
cuts, have been dumped in 
favour of brisk, new, switched-on 
West Col Productions. The 
original 19th century texts 
(merely tinkered with in previous 
versions) are being completely 
rewritten, and for the first time 
authors are being offered some 
inducement to complete their 
manuscripts punctually. The 
Central Highlands guide has taken 
less than a year from commission 
to publication, and for this 
record performance, Campbell 
Steven, and the overall editor 
Malcolm Slesser, must be 
congratulated. 
Naturally, the ground covered by 

the guide is still very much the 
same. There are. however, some 
notable differences : a chapter 
on Ben Nevis (previously dealt 
with separately) has been 
added ; 176 as against 147 hills 
are described, due to the 
inclusion of several 
'Corbocherties·; information 
about rock and winter climbs is 
minimal as far as the areas 
covered by the climbers' guides 
are concerned, but comprehen
sive in other areas; all the 
photographs are new, and a 
sixth-inch map of the area is 
provided in the end-papers. The 
guide is printed on superior 
quality paper (allowing better 
photographic reproduction), and 
a much more attractive dust
cover has been provided. The 
textual and typographical 
innovations are first-class; 
Mr. Steven has made a superb 
job of rewriting this guide, 
interlarding the strong mountain 
facts with numerous historical 
asides, often delivered somewhat 
drily. When describing the 
climbs in the well-trodden areas, 
such as Glencoe and Ben Nevis, 
he has, very reasonably, singled 
out only a few of the many 
existing routes. Inevitably there 
are some strange inclusions and 
stranger omissions, but this only 
adds to the interest of the guide 
by introducing an element of 
contentiousness. 

As for the photographs, although 
the S.M.C. has surely done well 
in giving us an entirely new 
selection, there are a number of 
counts on which they could be 
criticized. Firstly, the number of 
photographs of purely topo
graphical interest has dropped 
remarkably: one would like to 
see more straightforward shots of 
individual mountains and crags, 
which, after all, provide vital 
support to maps and line 
diagrams. Air-photos are all 
very well, and are certainly 
interesting, but they are less 
helpful to the climber than either 
a map or a shot from the ground. 
Of course, good photographs 
of this sort, which are also 
suitable for reproduction, are 
hard to come by these days -
backsides and a few square 
yards of rock are much more 
common. Secondly, the 
reproduction or blockmaking is 
not as good as one might have 
expected: many of the illus
trations are very dark, and there 
is a positively unsightly panorama 
of the cliffs of Creag Meaghaidh. 
These, however, are minor points. 
Good photographs might help 
to sell a guide like this, but what 
really counts is the text, and 
that could hardly be bettered. 
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Equipment and technical notes 
Edited by Peter Crew 

The 'Point Five· Duvet and Pied d'elephant. 

Point Five down equipment 
Over the past six months, 
Banton's of Nottingham have 
been introducing the Point Five 
range of down equipment. The 
Point Five duvet is already well 
known and most of the 
equipment has been on sale in 
the leading climbing shops for 
some time. 
The Point Five duvet is made 
on the two-garment principle, 
which virtually eliminates all 
cold spots, it is made from 
high quality 2oz. nylon with 
best quality goose down. 
Fastening is by press studs and 
a velcro strip, with an inside 
waist drawcord, an elasticated 
bottom and crutch strap. 
Welcome features are the two 
small outside pockets, closed 
by velcro strips, and an inside 
breast pocket. The hood is an 
optional extra and is fixed in 
position with press studs and 
velcro. The total weight of the 
duvet and stuff bag is 2Ib. 6oz.; 
the hood weighs 6oz. This is 
an excellent duvet, which 
compares favourably with the 
best continental duvets. The 
price seems rather high at over 
£24 for the duvet and hood, 
but it is in fact slightly cheaper 
than the continental equivalents. 
The Point Five pied d'elephant 
is made to the same quality as 
the duvet. It has a reinforced 
foot and a pair of adjustable 
braces. This seems a good idea 
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for camp use, but the extra 
weight is hardly worth carrying 
on long climbs. Weight 1 ¼ lb., 
price around £11. 
There are two sleeping bags in 
the Point Five range. The 
standard bag is made to the 
same quality as the duvet and 
pied d'elephant and sells at 
around £20. The expedition bag 
is double, with a lightweight 
nylon inner bag and a 
sturdy cambric outer bag, both 
filled with duck down. The 
total weight of these is 6½Ib., 
but they can be used separately, 
giving some flexibility. The total 
cost is about £21. The light
weight inner is available 
separately, weight 2 lb., price £11 
Banton's are to be congratulated 
on producing this fine range of 
down equipment. It is all highly 
recommended. It is a pity, 
however, that the opportunity 
has not been taken, with this 
new range, to use more suitable 
materials, such as rip-stop nylon 
coverings and waterproof nylon 
for the stuff bags. 

Top: The Davek Harness. 

Bottom: The Pool-Tool Cheating Stik. 

Davek thigh harness 
This is an interesting new 
harness, designed specifically for 
artificial climbing, and effectively 
acting as a sitsling. The harness 
is made from 2" nylon webbing 
and consists of a waist belt 
with two sewn-on thigh loops. 
Smaller loops of ½" tape sewn 
onto the waist belt act as gear 
carriers. There is a short strap 
and buckle to hold the harness 
in position when not tied up 
with the rope, and when in use 
the harness is completely closed 
by tying the climbing rope 
through the two loops formed 
at the end of the waist belt. 
For the artificial climber, this 
belt would certainly seem to be 
superior to the conventional 
waist harness, particularly if he 
uses sitsling techniques. 
Brigham rock climbing boot 
Brigham's have had a new rock 
climbing boot made for them 
in Britain, which will be available 
soon in the shops. The boot is 
very similar to the old P.A., with 
a smooth rubber sole and 
rubber rand. The uppers are 
made from a bright blue suede. 
The toes are slightly shallower 
than the present types of rock 
climbing boots. Prototype models 
are now been tested and the 
boot seems to be equally as 
good as any other available. 
The price is not available, but 
it should be less than the price of 
continental rock climbing boots. 

~ 

Chockstones 
Several new types of chockstone 
have been introduced recently. 
Certainly the worst are the 
plastic chocks made by Mammut. 
These are available in three 
sizes, but have severe tapers 
and are too shallow. It is 
obvious that little consultation 
with climbers was taken before 
these chocks were produced. 
Clog have increased their range 
with the addition of a No. 7 
hexagon (the Jumbo Clog) and 
a mini-hexagon on a wire sling. 
Most of the original Clogs are now 
also availableonstrongwireslings. 
Parba have introduced a range 
of chocks made from H section 
alloy, with two-directional tapers. 
These are very light and quite 
versatile. Minor problems seem 
to be that the whole of the nut 
has to be inside the crack and 
that the larger sizes are very 
awkward to carry and use. 
Pool-Tool Engineering have 
designed a new type of nut -
Cheating Stiks. These are 
wedges with a two-directional 
taper, with a single hole drilled. 
A wire sling is permanently 
jammed into the hole and a 
loop is formed in the sling with 
a teleric clip. Cheating Stiks 
are available with multiple 
chocks on each sling. The 
smaller chock is fixed on the 
end of the sling and the others 
slide freely, thus giving a wide 
range of possible sizes. 



Top: The Jumbo Clog and the 
mini-hexagon on a wire 
sling. 

Bottom: Three sizes of Mammut 
plastic chocks 

The Bivibag 
Although this piece of equipment 
is not likely to be sold in many 
climbing shops, it may be of 
some interest to walkers and 
climbers as a lightweight/emer
gency tent. The Bivibag is made 
from bright blue 500 gauge 
polythene, with the seams 
reinforced with a strong cloth 
tape. Its shape is a shallow 
wedge (7 x 3 x 2 ft.) which is 
supported by two short wooden 
poles and four pegs. The poles 
have rubberised spigots which 
pass through the eyelets in the 
tent to form watertight joints. 
The condensation problem is 
largely overcome by the use of 
ventilation holes in the side 
walls, which are protected from 
the rain by large flaps, pegged 
out like a fly sheet. The only 
real condensation problem is 
underneath sleeping bags, but 
this could be overcome by using 
a thin non-absorbent foam 
mattress. The bags have been 
tested by the CCPR, who are 
very satisfied with them, and 
they report that the bag lasts 
for about 12 weekend expedi
tions with careful use. The 
Bivibag takes two people (just) 
and weighs 3½ lb. complete. 
The exact price is not available 
at present, but is around £2. 
The bag is made by Roberts 
Enterprises, 50 Tantarra Street, 
Walsall, Staffs. 

The U./.1.A. Conventional Signs for rock climbing descriptions and 
diagrams. Provisional designs. Copyright: U.1./.A . Geneva. 
Design: West Col Productions. 

1. STANCE 2. BIVOUAC SITE 13. LEDGE 14. SLAB/GLACIS 15. CAVE 

e GOOD e COMFORT ABLE TT 
0 POOR (0 POOR 

(CORNICE) 

16. NICHE 17. OVERHANG 18. ROOF CD PRECARIOUS 
(ETRIERS) (Q)) PRECARIOUS ~ 

3. STONES/SCREE 4. SNOW/ICE 
19. 

f c~:~j~ t 21. PENDULUM 
TRAVERSE oO ··=::f 0 Oo 

5.GRASS 6. TREE 

.:::1£.. ~ 
7. CHIMNEY 8. Dll!DRE 9. CHOCKSTONE 

][ ill H 

CRACK 

CLIMBED 

FREE 
WEDGES, 

etc. 
(1, 2, 3, etc.) 

/ '\ 
.... ,. 

.... ___ .,,. ...... __ ,,,_,,,,, 

RIGHT LEFT 

22. Degrees of difficulty in FREE climbing: 

- + 
II 

- + 
Ill 

- + 
IV 

- T + 
V VI 

10. COULOIR WALL PITCH ARtTE ON THE FACE 23. In ARTIFICIAL climbing: 
11. 

I\ ~ 

U.1.1.A. Grades and Symbols 
Mick Burke writes: 

12. 

"On the agenda at the recent 
U.1.1.A. meeting were two 
subjects of great interest to 
Alpinists: firstly, the 'conven
tional signs·, which the U.1.1.A. 
has commissioned Robin Collomb 
and West Col Productions to 
formulate; secondly, the 
projected U.1.1.A. universal 
grading system. The illustration 
of the provisional signs and 
the grading system, given above, 
has been prepared by Collomb. 
At the meeting, one of the most 
noticeable things was the lack 
of representation given to two 
groups of climbers: those who 
are, at the moment, capable 
of doing the climbs which would 
benefit most from the new 
signs; and those who are 
capable of climbing at all grades 
covered by the new grading 
system. 
The design of the signs appears 
first-class and I have only a 
few minor criticisms. In Item 2, 
'precarious bivouac· presumably 
means hammocks. In Item 5, 
the sign is associated with 
stonefall. In Item 13, the sign 
is often used for a roof, and is 
confusing anyway as it can 
either be used for a cornice or 
a ledge. 
A universal grading system has 
been needed for some time 
and is a logical step in furthering 
climbing. However, the U.1.1.A. 

A1 A2 A3 A4 

with expansion bolts: A1e, A2e, etc. 

24. VN = normal route 

25. -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· = variant 
26. _________ - -

=route visible 
=route concealed 27. 

proposals just will not do. It 
would seem that the originators 
first debated who would make 
the biggest outcry if their system 
were changed; having decided 
that it would be the French, 
they then incorporated the 
French system en bloc. Surely 
a better idea would have been 
to use the best system available. 
This would stand a far better 
chance of general acceptance, 
and of phasing out all the other 
systems. An American climber 
is unlikely to accept a change 
from his excellent decimal 
system to a French system with 
so many flaws. I fear that in its 
present state the U.1.1.A. grading 
system, despite the promise 
of official endorsement for all 
guide books incorporating it, 
is bound for the dustbin." 

Nickel Alloy pitons 
The Hiten pitons, mentioned 
in the first issue of Mountain, 
have now been tested at the 
National Engineering Laboratory 
by Joe Griffin. The thin blade, 
lightly driven, withdrew at 
2,800 lb.; driven hard it with
stood 4,000 lb. without 
extraction. The knife blade, 
lightly driven, withdrew at 
2,200 lb. Driven hard, into a 
poor crack, for less than 1 " 
and tied off with tape, the knife 
blade withstood 4,000 lb. without 
extraction. These results 
demonstrate the high quality of 
these pitons and confirm that 
they are highly suitable for use 
in free climbing. 
Henry Wiggin Ltd., part of the 
International Nickel group, have 
shown considerable interest in 
the development of pitons from 
nickel alloy steel. Some develop
ment work has been done on 
pitons of the angle and leeper 
types, though it will be some 
time before these will be 
available in the shops. 

Make your own clothing 
Tough, colourful, proofed materials suitable for all outdoor cloth
ing, bivi-bags, duvets, flysheets, etc. Bri-Nylon. Ventile, PVC 
coated nylon. Plastic coated stretch nylon. Save pounds on shop 
prices. S.A.E. for details and samples. 

PENNINE BOATS 
HARD KNOTT HOLM BRIDGE HUDDERSFIELD 
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Brhish Climbing since the war 
Corrections and additions to the 1945-59 list 

The lists of significant events 
in British and foreign climbing 
since the war which were 
published in instalments in the 
first two issues of Mountain, 
represent the first serious 
attempt to take stock of our 
position over the last 25 years. 

Limited resources, both of time 
and finance, coupled with the 
commercial realities of producing 
a magazine, have partially 
prevented the really thorough 
research we would have liked, 
but despite this the results should 
form a basic record of con 
siderable value. 

Research was hampered 
by some extremely patchy 
documentation - very marked 
in the Alpine section where the 
Alpine Journal has fallen well 
short of the necessary standards 
of recording important climbs 
and expeditions over the past 
few years. However under its 
new editor Alan Blackshaw, the 
A.J. should improve considerably ; 
Blackshaw has already 
taken steps to bring it up to the 
standard of the American A.J. 
The A.C.G. could also do a 
useful service by compiling a 
list of all first British ascents in 
the Alps and elsewhere. This 
would serve to clarify the 
documentation even more. 

On home crags the situation was 
better. Good guidebooks in 
both Wales and the Lakes eased 
the labours of research for those 
areas. With outcrops however 
the job was more difficult as 
many guides to Pennine crags 
are as yet unpublished and facts 
are widely spread. We decided 
for reasons of space to omit 
Sandstone outcrops altogether. 

Scotland presented peculiar 
problems as Scottish climbers 
are traditionally split into several 
warring factions each defending 
their own areas as the most 
important centres of climbing. 
Robin Campbell and Tom Patey 
have combined efforts to prepare 
a concensus view. 

Various alterations and additions 
to the list are published here, 
together with a revised 1948-59 
Scottish section . In the next 
issue a complete Irish section 
will be added to the list. Any 
further correspondence should 
reach Mountain no later than 
June 1st for inclusion in the 
July issue. 
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WALES 
1948 Overlapping Wall. This route was not soloed despite the ref. in 

Snowdon Biography. Hughes led the route but the second failed . 
LAKE DISTRICT 
1949 Do Not. Climbed by Birkett and Muscroft, not Dolphin and Bloor. 
1950 Gregory merely resumed exploration in the Eastern Fells. 
1951 DEER BIELD BUTTRESS should receive greater prominence. 
1958 The Trilogy is of course not a big route but remains in the list 

as the first real artificial route in the Lakes. 
1959 Rigor Mortis. The second man was Aughton not Rushton. 
OUTCROPS 
1948 TIGER TRAVERSE, CRATCLIFFE, HARDING AND 

PARTY (new entry) Probably Harding's most difficult route, and 
has had few ascents. 
Curving Corner, llkley, Dolphin and party (new entry). 

1949 DEMON RIB, BLACK ROCKS, HARDING AND MOULAM 
(new entry) . Another very hard route by Harding. 
Brown's Crack was led by R. A. Brown not Joe Brown. 

1951 Dead Bay Crack was climbed in 1952. 
Birch Tree Wall at Brimham was not climbed by Lees. 
Guide to Kinder and Roches (new entry). 
Guide to llkley and Almscliff (new entry) . 

1952 The Unprintable. Whillans led, not Brown. 
1956 High Street, llkley, Austin and party (new entry). 
1957 The Shelf, Crookrise, Austin and party (new entry). 

Direttissima, Kilnsey. Climbed in 1958 not 1957. 
1959 Western Front, Almscliff, Austin (new entry). A very bold 

lead of a serious and difficult problem. 
Death Rattle Gulch and Parasite. Deacon led not Stevenson. 

ALPS (BRITISH) 
1952 Mt. Blanc du Tacul, Diable ridge. This was not a first 

British ascent. Delete. 
Aig. Noire, South Ridge, Band, Chorley, Francis and 
Wrangham ( new entry). The first British ascent and of great 
importance at the time. 

1953 Aig. du Charmoz. The party was Nicol and Wrangham not 
Blackshaw. 

1955 Dolphin killed on the Aig. du Geant (new entry). 
1959 Cima Ovest, Cassin/Ratti, J. and R. Marshall. 1st British 

ascent. (new entry). 
Civetta, Solleder route, J. Marshall and McClean. 
1st British (new entry) . 
Tofana, Pilastro di Rozes, Whillans and J. Smith.1st British 
ascent (new entry). 
Marmolada, South Pillar, Whillans and Read. 1st British 
ascent (new entry) . Climbed in very poor conditions. 
Civetta, Cima de Terranova, Livanos route, Whillans and 
Phillip (Austrian). The 2nd ascent, in one day after the multi day 
1st ascent. Many artificial pitches climbed free. 

ALPS (OTHERS) 
1957 Petit Dru, West Face, Couzy and Desmaison. 1st Winter 

ascent. (new entry) 
MT. BLANC, GRAND PILLIER D'ANGLE, EAST FACE, 
BONATTI AND GOBBI. 
1st ascent. A very serious route probably the biggest and most 
serious in the French Alps at this time. (new entry) 
CIVETTA, PUNTA TISSI, PHILLIP AND FLAMM 
1st ascent. Considered the hardest free climb in the Dolomites 
at the time (new entry) 

1959 Mt. Blanc, Broulliard Face, Red Pillar, Bonatti and Oggioni. 
1st ascent. Completed in a storm (new entry) 

ALL OTHER RANGES (BRITISH) 
1966 Nevado Alpamayo. They ascended the north ridge not the 

south ridge. The rest of the party gained the summit later. 
ALL OTHER RANGES (OTHER NATIONALITIES) 
1951 Nevado Alpamayo. This was wrongly recorded as a first 

ascent. The party only reached the north summit. 
1953 NANGA PARBAT. Buhl's climb should receive greater 

prominence. 
1957 Nevado Alpamayo. First ascent by a German party led 

by Hauser. They climbed the south ridge (new entry) 
BROAD PEAK. The whole entry should be in capitals as very 
significant. The first time Alpine tactics were used on a 8,000m. 
peak. 

1958 Verupaja. Wrongly recorded as a second ascent. The party 
only reached the south summit. Delete entry. 

Scotland 

1947 

SUMMER 

GALLOWS BUACHAILLE CUNNINGHAM 
ROUTE ETIVE AND DINGWALL 
Technically far in advance of ,ts time. P,obably the hardest climb 
,n Scotland up to 1955. 

1948 

WINTER 

PARALLEL 
GULLY A 

SUMMER 

June Crack 

LOCHNAGAR 

Buachaille Etive 

C. ROSS AND 
STILL 

Cunningham 
and W. Smith 

GUERDON SLIME WALL, CUNNINGHAM 
GROOVES BUACHAILLE ETIVE AND W. SMITH 
The first route on Buachaille 's most mt1midatmg crag. 

1949 

WINTER 

Crowberry Buachaille Etive C. M. Smith 
Gully, Taunton and 
Left Fork Robertson 
Probably the first really significant post war Glencoe ice climb 

Cambridge Creagan a Choi re Parker and 
Route Etchachan Young 
First route on a very line crag. 

SUMMER 

Route 1 Black Spout Sutherland and 
Pinnacle, Brooker 
Lochnagar 

First route on the imposing front of this huge pinnacle. 

1950 

WINTER 

GIANT"S HEAD LOCHNAGAR 
CHIMNEY 

BROOKER AND 
MORGAN 

DOUGLAS- LOCHNAGAR PATEY AND 
GIBSON GULLY LESLIE 
A baptism of fire for one of Scotland·s household names. 

SUMMER 

Minus 2 
Gully 

1951 

WINTER 

No. 6 Gully 

SUMMER 

Orion Face, 
Ben Nevis 

W. Face, 
Aonach Oubh 

Peascod and 
Dodson 

Munro and 
P. Smith 

Deep Gash Aonach Dubh Cunningham, 
Gully Rowney, W. Smith 
An mteresting technical development. Part of the route climbed 
feet first . 

Labyrinth Creag an Oubh Brooker and 
Edge Loch Leslie 
7 he first route on a monstrous belt of slabs. 

Crack of Dawn Sgurr 
M hie Coinnich 

1952 

WINTER 

Brooker and 
Di'xon 

Clachaig Gully Glencoe Macinnes and Hope 

TOUGH - BROWN LOCHNAGAR PATEY AND AITKEN 
TRAVERSE 
The first big ,mxed route in wmter on Lochnagar. 

Gargoyle Lochnagar Taylor and 
Chimney Brooker 

The Stack Lochnagar - Ta-ylo-,,-Le-sl-,e.--
Fallowfield 

The Scorpion Carn Etchachan Patey, Nicol, Taylor 
and Grassick 

The first major wmte, route ,n the Loch Avon Basin . 

SUMMER 

Parallel Lochnagar Pace y, Brooker and 
Gully B six others 
A last great problem bramstormed. 

BLUDGER"S SLIME WALL WALSH, MaclNNES 
!lOUTE BUACHAILLE ETIVE LAWRIE 

Cioch North Applecross Patey, Ta-ylo-, --
Wall Brooker, Morgan 
The f ·rst route on Scotlanr ·s best saridstone chi!. 



1953 

WINTER 

POLYPHEMUS LOCHNAGAR 
GULLY 

EAGLE RIDGE LOC HNAGAR 

GRASS/CK AND 
BATES 

PATEY, TAYLOR 
AND BROOKER 

Two of the first w:nter classics on lochnagar 

A gags Groove Buacha,He Et1ve 

RAVEN 'S BUACHAILLE 
GULLY ETIVE 

Original Route M itre Ridge 
Be1nna Bhuird 

One of the Cairngorm wmter classics. 

SUMMER 

Macinnes, Ma cphail 
Bonmgton and 
party 

Mac/NNES AND 
BONING TON 

Pacey and 
Brooker 

Sticil Face Shelter Stone Crag, Taylor and 
Loch Avon Patey 

A start on the complex ,oute fin ding problems set by this mass,ve 
crag . 

1964 

WINTER 

Gargoyle 
Direct 

Lochnagar R. Sellars and 
Annand 

The firs t important route by the brilliant Aberdeen climber. 

SUMMER 

SASSENACH CARN DEARG BROWN AND 
BUTTRESS WHILLANS 
BEN NEVIS 

A route of unrivalled seriousness for its time. A grievous blow for 
national pride, particularly so since Patey had previously by-passed 
the main difficulties. 

Sickle and 
Spartan Slab 

Trilleachan 
Slabs 

Eric Langmuir, 
M. 0-Hara and 
party 

Perhaps the biggest discovery of the decade opening a completely 
new type of chmbing. 

V• rtigoWall Creag an Dubh Patey, Mcleod 
Loch and w,11 

1955 

WINTER 

Central Pillar Creag Meaghaidh Patey and 
K. Smith 

The first of the modern classics on this crag. 

SUMMER 

The Culvert 

Relay Climb 

Zero Gully 

Point Five 
Gully 

Boomerang 

Garbh Choire 
Dhaidh 

Longbow Crag, 
Loch Avon 

Ben Nevis 

Ben Nevis 

Aonach Dubh 

Annand and R . Sellars 

Patey and others 

W Smith, 
McIntosh. Noon 

Noon and 
McIntosh 

Cunningham and 
Noon 

Pendulum, Buachaille Etive Various Creag 
White Wall Dhu r.hmbers 
Crack, 
Mainbrace 
Crack 
An extremely impressive series of short routes . 

DAGGER CREAGAN A'C HOIRE PATEY AND 
ETCHACHAN HA Y 

F ingal'• Chimney Aonach Dubh 

PINNACLE LOCHNAGAR 
FACE 

1956 

WINTER 

J . Brown. L. Lovat 

R. SMITH AND 
J . DENNIS 

Scabbard Stob Coire nan Lovat. Marshall 
Chimney Lochan A . H. Hendry 
Marshall makes his first significant winter contribution. 

South Pos t Creag Mea9ha1dh $lesser and 
N . Tennent 

Eagle Buttress Lochnagar 

PARALLEL LOCHNAGAR 
BUTTRESS 

ROUTE 1 BLACK SPOUT 
PINNACLE 

!:UM MER 

Brooker and 
Taylor 

PATEY, BROOKER 
AND J . SMITH 

J . SMITH, BROOKER 

REVELATION . Slime Wall Walsh . Vigano 
Doom Arete. Buacha il le Etive and others 
Blood y Crack, 
Girdle Traverse, 
Nightmare 
Traverse 
A magni!,cent series of climbs by Walsh. 

The Talisman Creagan a Choire Btooker and 

Ojibangi 

T he Link 

Minus One 
Buttress Direct 

CENTURION 

Etchachan Grassick 

Creagan a Choire Hay, Wiseman 
Etchachan and Will 

Black Spout Brooker and 
Pinnacle. Grassick 
Lochna ar 

Ben Nevis Downes. O'Hara , 
Prestige 

CARN DEARG WHILLANS AND 
BUTTRESS, BEN DOWNES 
NEVIS 

Gave Whillans and Downes perhaps the finest rock chmb in 
Scotland ~nd probably with Sassenach represented the, greatest 
nat10na/ disaster lince Culloden. 
The Shield Carn Dearg 

Buttress. Ben 
Nevis 

Whortleberry Rannoch Wall 
Wall Buachaille Eti~e 
The hardest climb on the wall 

Whillans and 
Downes 

Cunningham and 
W. Smith . 

1957 

WINTER 

ZERO GULLY BEN NEVIS Mac/NNES, NICOL, 
PATEY 

The lust of the big Nevis guli1es to fa ll 

Cresta Climb Ben Nevis Patey, Nicol. 
Lovat 

The hrst cllmb on a lace later dubb ed by Clough the 'Lillie Brenva 
Face ·. 

Left Hand 
Gully 

Route M ajor 

STICIL FAC E 

A tour de force. 

long Chimney 

Deep Ga£h 
Gully 

SUMMER 

Hammer 

Creag Meaghaidh Maisha/I and 
Ritchie 

Carn Etchachan, Patey and 
Loch Avon M . Smith 

SHELTER STONE GRASS/CK AND 
CRAG , LOCH AVON NICOL 

Cuneiform 
Buttress 

Aonach Dubh 

Trilleachan 
Slabs 

R. Smith. 
D. Leaver 

Cunningham and 
Noon 

Noon and 
Cunningham 

Agony Tri lleachan Noon , W Smith and 
Slabs Cunningham 

F;,st use of artificial techniques on a grand scale in Scotland. 

Claw Trifleachan Noon, Charles, 
Slabs Lawrie 

SWASTIKA TR ILLEACHAN NOON A N D TAYL OR 
SLAB S 

A superb climb, perhaps Noon·s best route on the slabs. 

Spider Aonach Dubh J . Marshall, R . Marshall 
and Hendry 

Postern 

Creag Chu 
Grooves 

FIONN 
BUTTRESS 
DRAGON 

Shelter Stone 
Crag 

Grassick and 
Nicol 

Sron na Ciche. Macinnes and 
Skye Clough 

CAR N MOR CRAG O'HARA AND 
BLACKWOOD 

CARN MOR CRAG FRASER AND 
O'HARA 

Important routes on a fine Gneiss crag developed by Cambridge 
University climbers . 

1958 

WINTER 

Deep Cut Hells Lum Crag Patey and 
Chimney Holroyd 

North Face Central Buttress, R. Marshall and 
Route Buachaille Et ive Stenhouse 
Sphinx Stob Coire nam J. Marshall and 

Bei th Douglas 

Crack Climb Stob Coire nam Lovat and 
Bei th Harthi/1 

Spectr e Stob Coire nan Bryan and 
Lochan Simpson 

Twisting Gully Stob Coire nan J . Marshall and 
Left Fork Lochan Haig 

PARALLEL LOC HNAGAR J . M A RSHALL AND 
GULLY B TISO 
Last great winter problem on L ochnagar. T echnica/ly very advanced. 

SUMMER 

The Long Walk Trilleachan 
Slabs 

July Crack Great Gully 
Buttress, 
Buachaille Etive 

Cunningham and 
Noon 

R. Smith and 
A. Fraser 

SHIBBOLETH SLI M E WALL. R. SMITH A ND 
BUAC HAILLE ETIVE FRASER 

The first of the great contemporary rock climbs in Glencoe, and 
probably the fine st on the Buachille . 

TRAPEZE W . FACE AONACH J. M ARSHA LL AND 
DU BH LEA VER 

A magnificent line up a stupendous crag. 

CARNIVORE CREAG A CUNNINGHAM 
BHAN CAIR. AND NOON 
BUACHAI LLE ETIVE 

A line of great ingenuity and severity on an uncompromising crag. 
Snatched from the jaws of Whillans. 

The Citadel Shelter Stone R. Sellars and 
Crag G. A nnand 

Da wn Grooves Sgurr Mhic Coinnich Barclay and 
Brooker 

1959 

WINTER 

A fantastic series of ascents. Only a few mentioned here. 

POINT FIVE BEN NEVIS CLOUGH. 
GULLY ALEXA NDER. PIPES 

AND SHAW 
The ~econd of the great Nevis winter gullies . The route was sieg11d 

';r f;,,:1: 11
::/';%/:;i;,J~~\Z~~';:~~:;:'~:e;~t~. Second ascent by 

ORION FACE BEN NEVIS R. SM ITH AND HOLT 
Introduced a new dimension to winter climbing on the Ben. 

Hadrian's Wall Ben Nevis Brooker, Patey and 
J . Marshall 

MINUS 2 
GULLY 

Ben Nevis 

Another of the big gullies . 

SUMMER 

Stook Aonach Dubh 

YO YO AONACH DUBH 

KNEEPAD GEARR AONACH 

THE LONG TRILLEACHAN 
WAIT SLAB S 

J. M ARSHALL , 
STENHOUSE AND 
HASTON 

R. Smith and Haston 

R. SMITH & HUGHES 

HASTON. M ORIARTY 
AND J , MARSHALL 

CUNNINGHAM AND 
R. SMITH 

THE CREAG AN DUBH J. MARSHALL , 
MOUSETRAP LOCH ANDERSON, 

R. MARSHALL 

THE BAT CARN DEARG , R. SMITH: HASTON 
BEN NEVIS AND OTHERS 

A partial allevia tion of the wounds caused by Sassenach and 
Centu,ion. A fine and very difficult route . 

Nutcracker Creag Dubh Sullivan and 
Chimne ys Parkin 
Important discoverv in the Creaq Meaqhaidh district. 

TopHat 

At last! The new Compton Helmet, 
the advanced design that conforms to the 
new British Standard! 

See this and other top gear in the 
Pindisports hardware - softwear climbers ' 
catalogue. 

Or see it - and get the latest climbing 
gossip - at one of our branches. 

And have a good season! 

I] I i1 1 l 0 ~ 1 l iJ 0 
Mountain Shop 14 HOLBORN, E.C.1. 01 - 2423278 

CLIMBING DEPARTMENTS AT 

373 UXBRIDGE ROAD, ACTON, W.3. 
34 SOUTH END, CROYDON, CR0 1 DP 
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Heading for the heights! 

I 

Always 

Blacks 

ICELANDIC 
STANDARD 

NEW 
SUMMIT 

-----------, 
Pl ease send my FR££ BO-page 'Good Companions' catalogue. I 

NAME -----------------·--·------------------------------------------·--·----------·---· ···-------

I ADDRESS ------------------------------------------------------------·----···········-------------------

I 
I 

1 
I BLACKS OF 
GREENOCK I (BLACK AND EDGINGTON LTD.) ~-----

I --------------------------------- ___ M2 I 
I 

----·-·--··---------------------------------------------------·----··---------------------------

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE · PORT GLASGOW 
and 

RUXLEY CORNER WORKS . SIOCUP. KENT I 
______ _J 

specify 

equipment 

NEW MOUNTAIN TENT 
(shown with flysheet) 

Perhaps the best known of all mountain tents and selected fo r 
~t+cany every major postwar expedition, the Mountain tent has 
been re -designed so that it can be used with a new type of 
flysheet. This tent has a triangular tunnel entrance making it 
most suitable for normal camping, with a groundsheet material 
snow valance at entrance. Length 7ft, plus 18in. rear bay. 
Width at base 4ft. Height 4ft. Sleeve ventilators, broad snow 
valance, alloy angle poles. Made from 'Protex• 3. Weight 
12Ib. 8oz. £19 1 Os. Od. 
The New Mountain Flysheet has incorporated on the under
side of the sides, clips to which the pullout walls of the Mountain 
Tent can be attached. This means that the full area of the tent is 

not lost, and the side guys of the tent need not be used when the 
flysheet is erected . Supplied complete with ridge pole and 
carrying bag. Made in 'Protex• 3 tent fabric. 
Price £13 10s. Od. 

ICELANDIC STANDARD 
The Icelandic range of sleeping bags has been foremost in its 
class for over 30 years. Their reputation and acceptance by 
lightweight campers and mountaineers, makes them the most 
popular of our natural plumage sleeping bags. Chosen by many 
thousands of campers and climbers the Icelandic Standard 
sleeping bag is probably the best known of all lightweight high 
quality sleeping bags. Made of royal blue cambric outer covering 
with sky blue lining and No. 1 quality filling . Length 6ft. 6in . 
Width at top 2ft. 9in. Width at foot 1ft. 9in. Weight 3Ib. With 
30in. zip as illustrated £9 16s. Od. 

NEW SUMMIT 
' Mummy' shape as shown with special hood and easy draw 
cord to adjust opening around head. All quilting is of 'zig-zag· 
pattern, each tube being generously filled with Blacks No. 1 
quality down, thus ensuring maximum warmth with minimum 
bulk. Covering and lining of high quality red nylon . 7ft. 6in. 
overall (suitable for persons up to 6ft. 1 in.) . Width at shoulder 
2ft. 9in. Width at centre 2ft. 9in. Width at foot 1 ft. 9in. 
Weight 4Ib. 8oz. £17 14s. Od. 

Also at:- London, Birmingham, Glasgow, Manchester, Nottingham, Sheffield, Stoke-on-Trent and Sutton, Surrey. 
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BRADFORD & BARNSLEY 
ARE 

Where you will find P. & S. OUTDOOR SHOPS 

Specialists in all mountaineering equipment. 

Sole distributors of the P. & S. SPECIAL mountain 
tent at £14.12.6 plus 10/6 postage, this tent offers the 
finest value for money obtainable. 

The new MARK 11 has been chosen for use on four 
major expeditions last year. The British Andean 
Expedition and The Manchester Hindu Kush Expedition 
included. The price includes S/1 /G Sheet and down 
to earth Flysheet, total weight approx. 15½ lb. 

Stockists of Troll and a wide range of Specialist equip
ment. Ropes by Edelrid, Edlewies, Viking and all Clog 
Gear etc. 

P.&S. OUTDOOR SHOPS 
4 & 6 ALLERTON ROAD, 

FOUR LANE ENDS, BRADFORD. 
Telephone 47108 

71A GODWIN STREET, BRADFORD. 
Telephone 21998 

Also at our new Centre 

P. & S. CAMPING CENTRE {BARNSLEY) LTD. 
OLD MILL LANE, BARNSLEY. 

Telephone 5838 

the 
alpine 
journal 

published continuously 

for 105 years 

authoritative and readable 

accounts of mountaineering 

the world over 

new format and improved coverage 

published annually in May 

from: WEST COL PRODUCTIONS, 
1 MEADOW CLOSE, GORING, 
READING, BERKS, RG8 OAP. 

BMC members 25/-
cstate Club when ordering) 

Others 35/-

Get properly 
equipped at .. 

TROLL, CLOG & MOAC EQUIPMENT 

CLIMBING HELMETS BY COMPTON 
& JOE BROWN 

8 
A 
s 
E 

C 
A 
M 
p 

SAC'S BY KARRIMOR, BROWN & BEST 

PLUS MANY MORE ESSENTIAL NEEDS FOR 
THE CLIMBER & MOUNTAINEER 

SPECIALISTS IN LIGHTWEIGHT CAMPING, 
CLIMBING & MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

89 Lower Hillgate 
Stockport 
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Speaking 
your 

own language 
When you shop at YHA Sales, you can discuss your needs with staff who really understand 
climbing. Call next time you're in London (we're just around the corner from Charing Cross) and 
enjoy browsing through our stock, which we believe is now the largest in the country. 

SHOP HOURS : Mondays 9.30a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Tuesdays- Fridays 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays 9.30a.m. to 12 noon 

If you are not able to call, our well-illustrated catalogue gives full details of 
hardware, boots, mountain clothing and tents, sub-zero sleeping bags, ruck 
sacks and climbing guides. Goods are normally despatched - on approval -
within 24 hours. 

• UYHASales 
29 John Adam Street London WC2 

r::-------~ I ~,:, YHA SALES, 29 John Adam Street, London W.C.2 
Please send Equipment for Climbers and Cavers. I Interested in youth hostelling? Tick here for details D I 
Name ............................................................................................................... . 

I Address ............................................................................................................ I 
I ······················································································ ·························· M692 I 

INTHE 
HIGHLANDS 
But Scot Mountain Boots 
are designed to withstand 
the toughest forces the 
mountains and crags can 
muster. What defences! 
Top quality leather, 
impregnable to screes and 
bogs, yet moulding 
sympathetically to the foot 
it protects. Triple ranks of 
stitching, D rings, and 
hooks, over a be11ows 
tongue, all built solidly on 
two tough leather middle 
soles based with thick 
black vibram. 

SCOT 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 

Graham Tiso, 44 Rodney Street, Edinburgh, Scotland 

Send £7 19 6. plus 4s 6d 
postage. Include normal 
shoe size. 
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We are one of the original 
mountaineering specialists in this 
country, and have supplied all 
types of climbing equipment and 
accessories for over forty years. 
We are still a family business, and 
our aim is and always has been to 
sell only the best gear. Each item 
of stock is carefully picked as 
being the best workmanship and 
value for money in its own par
ticular sphere. Our equipment is 

the most up-to-date possible, 
coming from all parts of Britain 
and the Continent. Our only 
interest is to give satisfaction and 
undivided personal attention, as 
only a family business can. 

POSTAL DEPARTMENT 

Our extended despatch depart
ment at 18 Cathedral Street, 
adjacent to our Manchester shop, 

Ellis Brigham 

works independently from the 
showrooms and has priority on 
any clothing or equipment both 
at Manchester and Liverpool, thus 
ensuring absolute satisfaction to 
our mail order clients. 

Our 1969 fully illustrated 
catalogue, complete with 16 page 
supplement containing all that's 
new for '69, is now available. 
Write or call for a copy today. 

Cathedral Street 
Manchester M4 3FU 

Telephone 061-834 0161 
Specialist in Ski-ing, Mountaineering, 
Rock Climbing & Camping Equipment 

and at 73 Bold Street, Liverpool. Telephone 051- 709 6912 

Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited, Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd., 102A Westbourne Grove, London, W.2. 



Fis er 
POSTAL SERVICE 

Borrowdale Road Keswick 
Tel. 72178 

GREENLAND PARKA 

Made in top quality double ventile. It 
is unique in design, having two zipped 
breast pockets and two skirt pockets 
which are zipped at the sides. The right
hand one also opens into a pocket in the 
rear of the skirt giving a large pocket for 
hammer and climbing aids. The hood is 
designed to provide a visor when weather 
conditions are inclement. 

Green £9 19s. 6d. 

Red and Orange £11 17s. 6d. 

CLOTHING FOR THE MOUNTAINEER 
WHO ASKS FOR THE BEST 

Stormproof 

GREENLAND JACKET 

Made in finest quality double ventile 
made for Fisher's for various official 
bodies. It incorporates a hood which 
zips into the back of the collar. A waist 
tie and one at the bottom. Two breast 
pockets, an inside map pocket, two 
skirt pockets and a special large back 
pocket entered from a zip in the side. 

A Garment recommended for all 
weathers. 

Green, Red or Orange £13 13s. Od. 
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