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The Peapod, a hard very severe route on 
Curbar Edge. Photo: Ken Wilson 

The I Road to the 
Peak' Goes Thro' 
Sheffield 

Outdoor People now have easier 
and quicker access to the Peak 
District from the East and South, 
using the M1 Motorway. 
Whether you are travelling from 
Leeds, Nottingham or London, 
be sure to look us up when 
passing through Sheffield. 
Ask to see our full range of 
equipment for the Rock Climber, 
Mountaineer, Walker and Skier. 
We are always pleased to give 
advice on local areas and Stanage 
Edge is only 20 mins away. 
Send now for our fully illustrated 
60 page Catalogue the complete 
guide to all your equipment and 
Climbing gear. 

2 High Court 
High Street Sheffield 
Telephone Sheffield 27525 
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Information 
Troubled start to Japanese Everest ventures - British Army 
Expedition climbs Tirich Mir -Attempts on three big Himalayan 
faces in 1970 - Japanese to attempt big rock route in the Baltoro. 

EXPEDITIONS 1969 

The expedition game, like other 
climbing games, was played hard 
in 1969. The improved political 
climate in the Himalaya 
encouraged numerous expedi
tions to visit the area. Several 
failed to achieve their objective, 
some succeeded in re -ascending 
peaks by existing routes, and a 
few climbed virgin peaks. In the 
Andes, there has been a fine 
crop of new routes (see 
Mountain 6), some on virgin 
peaks. It was an active year in 
Alaska, too, with successful first 
ascents of several difficult peaks. 

THE GREATER HIMALAYA 

Tirich Mir (25,260ft.) 
A British Army expedition, led by 
John Fleming, attempted two 
new routes (South and S.E. 
Ridges) on this giant of the 
Hindu Kush. Both routes proved 
to be badly out of condition. The 
party contented itself with 
climbing the original Norwegian 
route (Owens, Summerton and 
Day) and making the first ascent 
of Little Tirich 20,800ft. (Day, 
Summerton and Anderson) . The 
expedition's chief object was to 
practise Himalayan techniques in 
preparation for its attempt on 
Annapurna I in 1970. 

Noshaq (24,580ft.) 
An Austrian team, led by 
Wolfgang Axt, had a successful 
season, with first ascents of 
Noshaq, the N. W. Wall of 
Gumba-e-Safed (22,300ft), 
and various other Hindu Kush 
peaks. 

Mir Samir 
Essex climber Dave Angus died of 
pneumonia during an attempt 
on this peak. 

Annapurna 2 (26,048ft.) 
This was climbed by a ten-strong 
Jugoslav party in the post
monsoon period. 

Annapurna 4 (24,688ft.) 
A Czech expedition, without 
Sherpa assistance, climbed this 
peak in the post-monsoon season. 

Everest 
The Japanese party which is 
attempting to reach the South Col 
and film a ski descent for the 
Osaka Expo '70 was beset with 
problems, as was another 
Japanese team making a 
reconnaissance of the S . W. Face. 
The leaders of both teams were 
sacked on orders from Tokyo, 
and new leaders were sent out. 
Then the special plane which 
transported them to Lukla was 
damaged on landing, and was 
put out of action for two months. 
Finally, Phu Dorji, the Principal 
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of Nepal's new mountaineering 
school and a member of the 
ski-ing party, was killed in an 
accident on the Khumbu lcefall. 
Dorji was one of the three 
Sherpas who have climbed 
Everest. 

Kanjirobi Himal 
John Tyson's party attempted 
three ridges on this mountain, 
but were unsuccessful throughout. 
The N.E. and N. W. Ridges both 
proved unsuitable. The S.E. Ridge 
appeared more hopeful, but the 
monsoon arrived, and the attempt 
had to be abandoned. 

Nanga Parbat 
A Czech expedition reached a 
height of 18,000ft, and 
established Camp 2, but the 
attempt ended there. 

Kulu: I nderkila 
First ascent by Spaniard Emilio 
Civis and Sherpa Pasang. Various 
other ascents were completed. 

.Cbamba 
The lndo-British expedition, led 
by Major Barunga and Richard 
Challis, made the first ascents 
of Dupao Jot, Banhali Jot, and 
another 20,000ft. peak. 

Hindu Rah: Thiu 2 
A British expedition's attempt on 
this remote peak was foiled by 
bad weather. A change of the 
expedition's intended ascent 
route, and poor relations with 
the liaison officer, caused 
trouble with the Pakistani 
authorities. The reverberations 
eventually reached London, and 
the Foreign Office sent a stern 
note to the Alpine Club. Future 
expeditions to Pakistan are asked 
to keep very carefully to the rules 
and conditions laid down by the 
authorities in this politically 
sensitive region. 

Other Expeditions 
When these notes were compiled, 
various other post-monsoon 
expeditions were in the field. 
These were : Churen Himal 
(Italians); Dhaulagiri 4 
(Austrians) ; Peak 29, Gurja 
Himal and Kandi Huinchuli 
(various Japanese expeditions) . 
News of these will be published 
in a later edition. 

TURKEY 

Pontic Alps 
A British team from Aston 
University mapped and climbed 
in the higher eastern end of the 
range (peaks up to 13,000ft) . 
Previous expeditions to this area 
have encountered hostile, 'gun
happy' bandits who rendered 
travel hazardous. 

PAMIRS 

Pie Lenin (23,400ft.) 
An international expedition, 
comprising 41 climbers from 12 
different countries, climbed this 
peak. Russians Ustinov and 
Borisenok, and Germans 
Schneider and Hiebeler, ascended 
the peak by the difficult 6,000ft. 
East Wall in 7 days. 

ANDES 

Pumahuacanca (18,250ft.) 
Two Scottish climbers, Hugh 
Clark and Bugs McKeith, made 
the first ascent. 

Quebrada Carhuascancha 
Americans Adams Carter and 
Nate Adams made first ascents 
of three 17,000ft. peaks in this 
area. 

lllampi 
A German expedition led by 
Dietrich Hasse ascended the 
South Ridge for the first time. 

Huascaran 
During a reconnaissance of the 
North Face, leading American 
climber John Hudson slipped 
and fell 500ft. to his death. 

A Spanish party made the first 
ascent of the East Ridge, and 
an Austrian team repeated the 
Canadian route on the West 
Ridge. 

ALASKA 

Cathedral (Kichatna) Spires 
In July, Charles Raymond, Joe 
Fitschen and Royal Robbins 
spent 26 days in this remote 
region. During that time it rained 
or snowed for 25 days. They 
climbed three peaks over 8,000ft , 
including South Triple Peak 
(Plate 19, A.A.J ., 1966), but 
failed on North Triple Peak, 
although they reached a point 
only 50 vertical feet below the 
summit. Their comments: "with 
good weather, this would be a 
beautiful area for rock climbing 
in an alpine environment". 

Mount McKinley 
All members of the ESMACK 
Expedition (Tom Frost and five 
others) reached the summit on 
June 28th and July 2nd. 
The summit was also reached on 
July 13th by an expedition 
comprising Joe Davidson, 
Gordon Benner and Jim Given. 
They made a new route by way 
of the East Ridge and East 
Buttress. A third expedition, the 
"Denali Endeavour 1969", 
reached the summit on May 29th. 
via the West Buttress. 

Brooks Range 
In the Arrigitch, a party 
comprising Dave and Sharon 
Roberts, Bob Waldrup, Art Bacon 
and George Ripley made five first 
ascents. including that of the 
range's highest peak. 
East Alaska Range 
The first ascent of Mount Kimball 
(10,350ft) was made on June 
13th by G. Hoeman, D. Osborne, 
T. Kensler and M. Sallee. 
Kenai Peninsula 
The first ascent of Paradise Peak 
(6,050ft) was made via the West 
Ridge. G. Hoeman, D. Johnston 
and others reached the summit on 
June 29th. 
Tordrillo Mountains 
On June 28th, R. Wilson, 
P. Crews, G. Wichman, 
L. Thomas and H. Metz made 
the first ascent of Mount Spur 
(11,070ft), on skis. 
Chugach Mountains 
Grace Hoeman soloed Mount 
Wickersham (7,415ft.), via the 
Matanuska Glacier and the 
East Face, on July 5th. 

CANADA 
Mount Robson 
The second ascent of the North 
Face was made on July 31st and 
August 1st, by Jocelyn Glidden, 
Peter Lev and Franz Mohling, in 
a 40-hour round trip from their 
high camp at 10,000ft. on the 
Berg Glacier. 
Mount Assiniboine 
The formidable East Face was 
climbed for the first time by two 
Calgary climbers. 
Babel Tower 
Canadian Brian Greenwood and 
Englishman John Moss 
completed a new route. 
Mount Temple 
Two new routes were made up 
the 5,000ft. North Face. Hank 
Abrons, Dennis Eberl and Dave 
Roberts climbed a rib near the 
centre of the face, while Brian 
Greenwood and Jim Jones made 
a route on its left-hand end. 
Correspondents: James Roberts 
(Himalaya) ; John Amatt (Canada 
and Alaska); Christian Bonington 
and Audrey Salkeld. 

Corrections 
Two corrections to last issue's 
Information : 
Grand Dru: South Ridge 
Nick Allen and Hugh Woodland 
made the first British ascent in 
1962 - not, as believed, Clough, 
Bathgate, Rowe and Galbraith 
in 1969. 
Lille Romsdalhorn: S.W. 
Spur 
Alan Hepponstall and Dave 
Edwards were also involved in 
the ascent. 



Below: the great south faces of Everest (right, top 4,000ft.) and 
Annapurna (left) . Interest will centre on the ways in which the 
expeditions tackle the problems presented by each face. 
The 10,000ft. South Face of Annapurna, appears to have a difficult 
ice arete in the lower section but reserves its main difficulties to the 
last 3,000ft. Here, a 1,000ft. rock band constitutes a major obstacle 
which will probably involve hard rock-climbing - never before 
attempted at this height (24,500ft ). 
The 7,000ft. S. W. Face of Everest is shorter and less steep than the 
Annapurna Face, but half of it lies above 26,000ft. At this height 
without oxygen, a climber's reserves of fitness and will-power 
deteriorate rapidly. The main problem will therefore be one of 

FORTHCOMING 
EXPEDITIONS 

The star attractions for 1970 will 
undoubtedly be the attempts 
on the three great Himalayan 
Faces. These are the S. W. Face 
of Everest (Japanese), the South 
Face of Annapurna (Anglo
American) and the Rupal Flank 
of Nanga Parbat (Austro 
German, led by Dr. Karl 
Herligkoffer) . The main interest 
will be to see how each party 
tackles the tremendous logistic 
and technical problems involveC: 
in high standard climbing at such 
great altitudes. At present, it 
appears that the Nanga Parbat 
team has the best chance of 
success, though all three ventures 
are steps into the unknown. 
Waiting on the side-lines, to 
profit from the experience gained, 
will be Dyhrenfurth and Roberts' 
International Expedition. They 
hope to attempt the Everest 
route in 1971 if, as seems likely, 
the Japanese fail on their first 
attempt. 

Other ambitious expeditions to 
the Himalaya include : the Everest 
Ski-ing Epic, continued 
(Japanese); Annapurna I by the 
original route (British Army) ; 
Makalu, by two separate new 
routes (Japanese); Dhaulagiri 2 
(Roberts' International Expe
dition); Dhaulagiri 3 (Italians); 
Dhaulagiri 4 (Japanese) ; Dakura 
Himal in the Manaslu range 
(Japanese); and Kariolung (New 
Zealand team, led by Hillary). 
Finally, the Japanese Eiger team 
plans to attempt a 6,000ft. 

'secret' rock wall in the Ba/taro 
Glacier region. Their Eiger climb 
was intended as training for this. 
Smaller British expeditions 
include Barry Whybrow's (Hindu · 
Kush) , and Niki Clough's Ladies' 
Expedition (Padar Himalaya). 

The Caucasus"attracts a strong 
British party. Led by Dennis Gray, 
it includes McHardy, Braithwaite, 
Nunn, Woodhall and Kelly. They 
hope to climb some of the 
existing hard routes and 
traverses, and to make a film. 

In the Andes, a Commonwealth 
team led by Mal Clarbrough and 
John Ricker will attempt the 
steep 5,000ft. East Face of 
Huascaran. They expect to 
encounter Yosemite-type 
problems above 20,000ft. on this 
imposing wall. A British team, 
led by Alan Hunt, hopes to 
attempt the big face on Rondoy, 
and a New Zealand expedition 
will attempt Pucarhica by the 
West Face: · 

Patagonia will be in the news 
again. A New Zealand team is at 
present trying a new route on the 
South Face of San Valentin, and 
three expeditions plan to visit 
the Fitzroy region next December. 
A ten-strong British team, led by 
Nicol and Scott, will go for the 
S.E. Ridge of Cerro Torre, while 
a smaller party, led by Street, 
hopes to climb the Maestri route. 
Royal Robbins, also with Cerro 
Torre in mind, is planning a visit 
- so it looks like big competition 
for the 'worst mountain'. 

Last, but not least, we mustn't 

logistics: how much oxygen can the Japanese and their Sherpas 
stockpile high on the face, and how many strong climbers will be 
left to use it? As all the climbers will probably require oxygen above 
24,500ft., the supply problem will clearly be enormous. The total cost 
of the Japanese supplies of oxygen exceeds the complete cost of the 
whole Annapurna expedition. Another difficulty expected on the 
Everest Face, arises from the apparent shortage of campsites 
on this windswept face which holds little snow. 
In comparison the Rupa/ Flank of Nanga Parbat - lower than Everest, 
less steep than Annapurna, and already inspected by a small party -
should present less of a problem to the Austro-German team. 

overlook the enterprising and 
cheap charter flight from U. K. to 
Yosemite, organized by our 
colleagues on Rocksport. Their 
chief problems will be to create 
a good impression with the park 
authorities, and not to antagonize 
the regular American climbers. 
Problems apart, the trip looks 
like a sure success. Those who 
think that three weeks isn't 
enough for Yosemite might 
remember that there is more to 
the valley than the big routes on 
El Cap, and that the weather is 
invariably good. 

Whether in the Himalaya, the 
Andes or Yosemite, 1970 looks 
like being a vintage year. 

Correspondents: Roberts, 
Bonington, Clough, Clarbrough, 
Nicol and Gray 

SOME BRITISH CLIMBING 
STATISTICS 

During the course of the Safety 
on Mountains Conference, held at 
Imperial College London on 
October 25th, some interesting 
statistics emerged. Jack 
Longland remarked that mountain 
climbing and walking is now a 
1 % sport and that outdoor 
training centres, including field 
study centres, can now be 
numbered in hundreds - in 
Snowdonia, they seem to be 
going up in rows like terraced 
houses! 

To obtain an estimate of the 
number of British climbers, Kim 
Meldrum, Principal of the White 

Hall Centre, Buxton, examined 
the amount of equipment sold, 
the recreational habits exposed 
in various random population 
surveys, and the growth of 
membership of the British 
Mountaineering Council. He 
concluded that there are some 
45,000 climbers who own 
equipment and who visit the 
hills on at least four weekends a 
year; the number of mountain 
walkers is probably around half a 
million. Only 10% of climbers 
visit the Alps, and then not every 
year - probably some 3,000 in 
any one season. In 1957, a 
similar estimate numbered 
British climbers at 18,000 : in 
1967, 40,000. 

Where do all these new climbers 
come from? Training centres 
only produce about a quarter ; 
school and Scout groups 
account for more ; but by far the 
largest number of recruits come 
through climbing clubs, with no 
formal training apart from that 
given by other club members. 

According to the Mountain 
Rescue Committee's statistics, 
the accident risk during the 
period 1957- 68 was 0.17%: two 
in every thousand climbers were 
involved in an accident each 
year; one in five thousand was 
fatally injured. For mountain 
walkers, the accident risk was 
only one-sixth as great - three 
in every ten thousand injured, 
one in every thirty thousand 
killed (more of these accidents 
can be attributed to factors such 
as heart attacks) . 
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Information - continued 

Since 1960, climbing equipment 
has improved enormously. There 
has not, however, been a 
corresponding decline in the 
accident rate ; instead, routes of 
increasing difficulty have been 
tackled. But there has been a 
slight reduction in the number of 
fatal accidents - probably due 
to the wider use of helmets. 
Most accidents occur whilst 
climbers are in their period of 
maximum grade improvement. 
Safety '69 attracted over 500 
representatives, who heard ten 
eminent speakers lecture on all 
facets of mountain safety. The 
conference also provided a 
meeting-ground for climbers 
from all over the country. 
Unfortunately, the over
ambitious lecture programme did 
not leave enough time for 
delegates to indulge in private 
or public disussion : even the 
tea break had to be cancelled 
for lack of time. But the 
delegates' loss was the M. R. C."s 
gain - the £100 saved on tea 
went into mountain rescue 
funds! 
Correspondent: Audrey Salkeld 

THE SCOTTISH BONANZA 
The boom in Scottish climbing 
and exploration, reborn in 1968, 
has continued with growing 
intensity throughout the past 
season. Several top -class 
Sassenach teams, bored with the 
dwindling opportunities south of 
the border, have made forays to 
the north to compete with the 
emergent group of fine young 
Scottish climbers. With new lines 
of quality becoming increasingly 
rare in England and Wales, the 
stage seems set for a Scottish 
new-route battle of unprecedented 
vigour in 1970. 
Despite indifferent weather the 
1969 season produced many fine 
routes, mainly on remote and 
spectacular cliffs. At Easter, the 
news that Doug Scott's 
Nottingham team was sniffing at 
Strone Ulladale brought a strong 
Glencoe team to the crag. 
Neither party was successful, but 
at Whit the Nose succumbed to 
Scott's strong-arm tactics. 
Ken Spence and John Porteous 
preserved Scottish honour by 
completing Grieve's half-finished 
route to the right of the Nose 
(Stone: 700ft. VS A2) . 
Meanwhile, on Skye, Clough, 
Macinnes, Boysen and Alcock 
completed routes on 8/aven 
before moving to the Northern 
Highlands. On Meanreachen 
Buttress, Fuar Tho/I, they 
increased the number of routes 
from one to seven. Ian Clough 
also explored the Sgurr of Eigg 
(see note below) . Later in the 

4 

Left: The Central Gully Wall of Creag an Dubh Loch. Routes: 1. Goliath. 2. The Giant (mostly hidden in the 
corner). 3. Cougar. 4. Mousetrap. 5. The Kraken. 6. King Rat. 7. Waterkelpie Wall. 11. The Catwalk. 
Photo: Hamish Macinnes. • 
Top right: The Central Slabs of Creag an Dubh Loch. Routes: 8. Dinosaur. 9. The Pink Elephant. 
10. The Blue Max. 10a. Black Mamba. On the right in shadow, is the Central Gully. 
Routes on the slabs are above 1000ft. and on the wall they average 800ft.; all are hard - Very Severe in the 
rigid Scottish system giving little indication to the time pressed Sassenach of the real difficulties 
that may await him. 
Bottom right: The Sgurr of Eigg. The routes so far completed are chimney lines on the left flank . 
The Walls and the overhanging nose facing the camera are still unclimbed. Photo: Ian Clough. 

year both Paul Nunn and Allan 
Austin led teams to the Northern 
Highlands, grabbing a number 
of good routes, some on fine, 
but highly secret, crags. Nunn 
was so encouraged by his summer 
successes that he even made 
the long trip from Sheffield to 
Sutherland in November, to 
investigate the vertiginous 
delights of Cape Wrath's 
enormous sea cliffs. On Stac 
Polly, Carrington and McClean 
climbed the crack beside 
Jack the Ripper, an old problem. 
The sea-cliff mania provoked a 
strong Sheffield team to climb 
St. John's Head, Hoy. But the 
ascent proved an anti-climax, 
despite the telstars' ballyhoo. 
Less liable to be disappointing 
are the fantastic sea cliffs of 
St. Kilda (the highest is 
rumoured to be 1,300ft) , which 
are guarded by a series of sea 
stacks so large they have been 
dubbed 'the Dolomites of the 
Atlantic'. Macinnes thought so 
much of the island 's potential 
that he spent a long period there 
in the summer. Despite its 
remote position far out in the 
Atlantic, and the difficulties of 
gaining access (it belongs to the 
Ministry of Defence} , the island 
seems certain to be the scene of 
some interesting events in the 
year. 
Back on the Scottish mainland, 
the activity was fast and furious. 
In Glencoe and on the Ben, 
much has been repeated, though 
little new has been discovered. 
Worthy of note are Ian Nicholson 
and Con Higgens' new routes 

on the Slime and Rannoch Walls. 
The Slime Wall route situated 
between Shibboleth and 
Apparition, is reported to be 
particularly difficult for short 
people ("under six feet!") . 
Another route was added to the 
Rannoch Wall by Dave Gardner. 
Higgens and Ian Fulton added 
a new route to Cunieform Buttress 
(beside Snowba's) . This has a 
difficult first pitch formed by the 
overhanging base of the Buttress. 
Freak Out and Stumblebum 
received 2nd ascents. On Ben 
Nevis, Bathgate and Porteous 
made a new route on Raeburn 's 
Buttress (Peufel Grooves: 
450ft. VS) , while Nicholson 
climbed Torro completely free. 
In the Cairngorms, Mike Rennie 
and Greg Strange climbed 
Slocht Wall (450ft. VS A3), the 
big corner system on the West 
Wall of Mitre Ridge, Beinn 
a' Bhiurd. On the same cliff, 
Rennie and John Bower 
repeated Three Step, reducing 
the aid to three pegs. On 
Creagan a'Choire Etchachan, 
Bower and Lawrie added 
two new routes : The Cutlass 
between Red Chimney and 
Djibangi and Scimitar on the 
left edge of the Crimson Slabs, 
while on Shelter Stone Crag, 
Robert Carrington (with Brian 
Shields) completed his second 
route on the cliff - the crack line 
to the left of the Central Slabs. 
This is reported to be even harder 
than The Pin Carrington 's other 
Shelter Stone route. John 
Cunningham and Londoner Bill 
Marsh, with various partners, 

were also active hereabouts, 
producing a new route on 
Raeburn's Buttress, a direct 
finish to Pastern, and several 
discoveries on Hell's Lum Crag 
and in Caire an Lochan. 
Creag an Dubh Loch, however, 
fell victim to the year's most 
interesting explorations. No 
fewer than eight new routes were 
added to this imposing 900ft. 
granite precipice. False Impression 
(Strange and Brian Findley) 
opened the campaign. One fine 
day in June, three major routes 
were added: Bannockburn 
(Graham Hunter and Dougie 
Lang), Goliath ( Rennie and 
Findley) and Black Mamba 
(Alan Fyffe and John Grieve) . 
In the following week, the latter 
pair added four more routes : 
Pink Elephant, The Catwalk, 
The Kraken, and the shorter 
Late Night Final. 
Crossing the Glen to Eagle Rocks, 
Fyffe and Grieve grabbed a 
450ft. VS slab and corner line -
Gibber - to the right of 
Abstention. Strange and Simpson, 
meanwhile, cooled off in a 
600ft. Mild Severe Waterfall 
referred to as a "fun" route. 
The big Scottish cliffs are slowly 
coming into focus, and the next 
few years should see a dramatic 
upsurge of exploration as 
climbers concentrate their 
energies on this vast storehouse 
of unclimbed rock. 
Correspondent: Allen Fyffe 



Scottish new-route boom expected in 1970 - St Kilda attracts 
growing attention - Big new routes on Half Dome and Glacier Point -
Tom Bauman soloes El Cap's South Buttress 
Eric Beard killed in a car crash 

The Porphyry Wart 
The Sgurr of Eigg is a spectacular 
tower of columnar rock. Recently 
dubbed "the biggest wart in the 
Inner Hebrides", it is the highest 
point on the small Scottish 
island of Eigg. The Sgurr, a fine 
mini-mountain, is almost 
completely encircled by steep 
cliffs which attain their maximum 
height of about 500ft. in a great 
overhanging nose. One faint
hearted attempt has been made 
to climb the nose: it failed. 
Five climbs have been completed 
on the Sgurr, all on the mile-long 
rampart of the South Wall. Here, 
the lower cliffs are slabby and 
vegetated, and the routes all 
start from Long Ledge, which 
splits the face at about half 
height. The impressive upper 
wall is clean, but very steep 
and often overhanging; most of 
the climbs, varying between 170 
and 270ft. in length, follow 
chimney lines. The rock on the 
Sgurr is most unusual - columnar 
pitchstone porphyry. Although 
sound in the chimneys, it is 
reported to need careful handling 
on the open faces. 
The Sgurr offers a good deal of 
interesting unclimbed rock. Eigg 
lies south of Skye, and is easily 
accessible by boat from Mallaig 
(return fare less than £1 ) . 

YOSEMITE NOTES 
Two distinct and important 
changes have occurred in 
Yosemite this year. Previously, 
the people doing the hardest 
routes were essentially the same 
group in various combinations. 
This is no longer the case: there 
are now some newcomers 
climbing at the highest 
standards. The second inno
vation is that new routes are now 
being put up on the biggest 
faces - a welcome change from 
the virtual stagnation of the past 
two years. 
The·iirs-t to be pushed through 
was the N. W. Face on Half Dome, 
by Royal Robbins and Don 
Peterson. The 2,000ft. wall took 
8 days of high standard climbing 
and included, in Robbins· 
estimate, the hardest free pitch 
on any of the big walls. This 
route, which lies to the right of 
the two existing routes on the 
face, is probably a good 
indicator of the new era of 
Yosemite grade Vis. 
Unlike the earlier routes, it does 
not follow a great formation, 
but rather a devious system of 
discontinuous flakes, with a 
number of bolts to connect it up. 
The face is appallingly steep, and 
the free and aid climbing very 
demanding. 
On El Capitan four new routes 

were attempted, with varying 
degrees of success. Kim Schmitz 
and Jim Bridwell are well on the 
way up the "Aquarian Wall", 
to the right of the West Buttress, 
having used surprisingly few 
bolts. Three lines are being tried 
on the face of North America 
Wall, including the Wall of the 
Morning Light. 
Warren Harding and Galen 
Rowell made the first ascent of 
"Firefly Wall" on the North Face 
of Glacier Point. Harding's 
climbing career has been 
jeopardized by a recent car crash 
in which one of his legs was 
badly crushed. 
The established climbs have not 
been ignored. Tom Bauman 
made the first solo ascent of 
The Nose of El Capitan in six 
days. Three further parties did 
the route : John Howard, an 
Englishman resident in Canada, 
and Bob Sneider; Charles Porter 
and Scotsman Bugs Mc Kieth ; 
Chuck Kroger and Cliff Jennings. 
North America Wall was climbed 
by Scott Davis and Chuck 
Kroger (its 3rd. ascent) . They 
don't think the piton placements 
will get any easier with time. 
Other routes completed were the 
West Face (2nd. ascent), by 
Pratt and Tom Bauman, the 
Dihedral (9th. ascent), by 
Charles Porter and Phil Koch, 
and the Salathe (10th. ascent). A 
hard year all round. 
Correspondent: Chris Jones 

El Capitan descent 
Tom Roar (The Mad Bolter) and 
party took 1 ½ days to make the 
1st. descent of The Nose. They 
used 300ft. rappel lines, and 
devices such as skyhooks on 
the end of telescopic arms, to 
enable them to reach the rock at 
the end of the free rappels. 
Camp4 
This is now permanently closed 
due to "hippies" who offend the 
public gaze. The Park Service 
suHounde·d the camp one night, 
and evacuated the hippies at gun 
point. The camp was closed a 
week later. 

NOTABLE BRITISH ASCENTS 
In addition to those on the Nose, 
first British ascents were made of : 
Leaning Tower: West Face 
Brian Robertson and Rick 
Sylvester (U.S.A.) ; John 
Howard and Bugs McKeith. 
Although the artificial grading is 
A4, 90% of the nailing is reported 
to be only A1. 
Washington Column: 
East Face 
John Howard and Bob Schneider 
(U.S.A.). This route was found 
to have become considerably 
easier than its original A5. 
Correspondents: Ian Wade and 
Bugs M cKeith 

ERIC BEARD 
" Beardie" died on November 16th. 
after a car crash on the M 6. 
He was 38. Eric Beard was 
perhaps best known as a long
distance fell -runner, and he will 
go down in mountain history as a 
holder of such records as the 
Fourteen Peaks (5hrs. 19mins.) , 
the Skye Ridge (4hrs. 9mins.) 
and the Cairngorm Tops 
(4hrs. 41 mins.) , among others. 
This summer was probably his 
most successful - not only had 
he run from John o'Groats to 
Land's End and down the Roof 
of Wales from Carnedd to 
Prescelly, but he completed the 
Nevis - Scafell - Snowdon 
excursion on foot. 
But Beardie was a climber and 
skier too ; he was a member of 
the Alpine Climbing Group and 
a past-president of that very 

Trento Mountaineering Film 
Festival, 1969 
The City of Trento lavishes 
hospitality on the guests it 
invites to its Film Festival - an 
International Mountaineering 
Jamboree of good living and 
films. This year, the Mario Bello 
Trophy (the main prize) was 
awarded to an American entry -
" Fitzroy". Made by Lito Tejada 
Flores, this most spectacular film 
documents the first ascent of the 
south-west buttress of the 
Patagonian peak. The decision 
to give the prize to "Fitzroy" was 
highly controversial : there was a 

photo: John Cleare 

special northern club, the 
Rock & Ice. He had been one of 
the 'sherpas· without whom the 
BBC programmes from the 
Matterhorn, Holyhead and the 
Old Man of Hoy would not have 
been possible. Most of us will 
remember him as the very best of 
companions on the hill or 
partners on the rope. His 
infectious humour and cheerful 
songs have livened many a cold 
bivouac, while his famous honey
butties have kept many of us 
going long after the flake-out. 
Beardie had a wonderful way 
with young people and he spent 
his time trying to make everyone 
happy. 
Thanks Pal - we shall miss you . 
John Cleare 

strong Polish contender -
" Odwrot" ("Retreat") - made by 
Jerzy Surdel. This is a very 
impressive dramatization of one 
man's retreat from a big 
mountain to seek help for his 
wounded friend. " Fitzroy" was 
longer, and in colour, which may 
have tipped the balance in its 
favour. 
There were thirty-two contenders 
altogether, but a question that 
was constantly being asked was : 
" Why are there no British 
entries? " 
Correspondent: Janet Rogers 
Information continued on page 29 

5 





ltS a hard life 
by Will Barker 

The noise would begin as a faint whine as another salvo of 
stones, thousands of feet above us, started its deadly 
journey down the flanks of the Walker Spur. With terrifying 
suddenness the whine would become a frenetic howl, ending 
abruptly as the stones smashed into the rock by our 
bivouac ledge. Silence would fall as the rest of the shower 
went rippling and bouncing down to the foot of the face. 

The stonefall , and the torrential rain that had started it, had 
been going on for most of the night and showed little sign 
of stopping. Dave Yates and I cringed in the darkness 
waiting for the next onslaught. Apart from worrying about 
our own position, we thought anxiously of Barry Whybrew 
and Laurie Halliwell, the other members of our team, who 
were a few feet below us. As time went by, however, the 
almost ceaseless bombardment slowed down to an 
occasional warning shot. We relaxed, and settled down to 
wait for the dawn. 
The unnatural silence was broken by a voice shouting for 
help out of the black void . Obviously someone had been 
hurt by the stonefall, and hurt pretty badly, judging by the 
urgency of the voice. Cursing, we struggled into our boots 
and I set off by torchlight up the crumbling ice and grit of 
the face. About 1 00ft. above me another torch peered down, 
and a voice remarked: "It's a bloody hard life". When I reached 
the ledge I had to agree that its owner had grounds for 
complaint: one of his legs had been savagely crushed. He 
introduced himself as Karl Golikow, and his ominously still 
companion as Jorg Lehne. They had both been hit by the 
same shower of stones: Lehne had been killed almost 
instantly. I brought up the rest of our team in the first grey 
light of dawn. The stones were still humming past, and it was 
essential to get Karl down to a safer ledge and send for help. 
Two English lads - one of them with a broken knee - were 
retreating lower down the face, and we shouted to them to 
get the guides. It took about an hour to twist Karl's leg into 
some sort of shape and splint it to the other, and another to 
lower him to a more sheltered ledge. Karl kept up a cheerful 
conversation throughout, only faltering now and again 
when the bones grated or when we dropped him. 
It was then just a question of brewing-up and waiting. The 
weather slowly deteriorated. Halfway through the morning, a 
Japanese team plodded past. When we pointed to the 
clouds which were banking up, they just smiled inscrutably 
and plodded up into the mist. At last the helicopter arrived 
with the guides. Karl was carried down to a larger ledge, 
and was winched off by the helicopter which flew 
impressively close to the face. Then it was Lehne's turn. 

After that it was time to be off ourselves: the main storm 
broke as we were on the last abseil. In about five minutes 
the whole face was swept by enormous waterfalls - a most 
impressive sight. It must have been like that during the 
night: thank God it had been too dark to see ! With relief 
we turned our backs on the face and trudged down to 
Chamonix. 
Two days later, our courage restored, we were back. It 
seemed very crowded, so, to burn off the opposition, we 
decided to solo up to our previous bivouac. We then roped 
up and reached the top of the Rebuffat crack in the early 

Opposite, top: The North Face of the Grandes Jorasses 
The Walker Spur is the left-hand of the three buttresses. Both English 
and German bivouacs were placed among the ribs of rock 
protruding from the left side of the prominent snow ridge, at the base 
of the spur. Photo: Tairraz , 

Opposite, bottom: The foot of the snow ridge. The bivouac sites 
can be seen beyond the climber. The best site - below the Rebuffat 
Crack - is on the left side of the rock buttress above. Photo: Doug Scott 

Top: Karl Golikow awaiting rescue after the accident. 

Bottom: The rescue helicopter lifts Golikow off the Spur. 
Photos: Laurie Halliwell 
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It's a hard life 

Opposite page: The top two-thirds of the Spur, seen in poor 
condition with the bottom badly iced. The Rebuffat Crack is just off 
the picture. Photo: John Cleare 

Below: The 90 metre crack. Barker climbing. 
Photo: Laurie Ho/liwe/1 
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afternoon . We were so impressed by the overhang protecting 
the ledge that we decided to stay there for the night. 

Next morning we set off despite the menacing cloud banks 
in the west. It was magnificent climbing - pleasantly 
difficult and varied. The only drawbacks were the inevitable 
slow party in front - two Swiss lads - and the mist, which 
thickened as the day progressed. Reaching the top of the 
Tour Grise about three in the afternoon, we set off up the 
snowfield which leads to the final couloir up the Tour 
Rousse. Soon the first snowflakes began to sift down, and 
the temperature dropped sharply. Dave, hidden behind a 
drifting curtain of snow, was fighting it out in the couloir. 
Bad news came floating down: it looked impossible higher 
up. Barry and Laurie abseiled down to the top of the 
Tour Grise to look for bivvy ledges, and Dave came down 
to join me. 

It was now dusk, and snowing hard. We struggled down to 
the ledges below. As we strove to get into the Zardsky 
Sack in the freezing whirl of snow, the situation began 
to look bad. 

We spent that night crouched on our tiny ledge, only about 
1,000ft. below the summit. For hours the thunder crashed, 
and lightning shone through the tent walls with an eerie 
orange glow. At last the thunder stopped; the only sound 
was the desolate moan of the wind and the soft hiss of the 
snow slides. The terrible cold precluded sleep, and our 
clothes were soon covered in hoar frost. We .had left our 
sacs outside and could not even make a brew. Any attempt 
to open the tent door resulted in a furious blast of spindrift 
in our faces. 

Morning arrived at last. Having thawed our boots over the 
stove, we had a look out. The face had been completely 
transformed. There was no rock to be seen. Everything was 
plastered with about two feet of new snow. Any movement 
up or down was impossible. We could only hope for a 
break in the weather, when we could either climb on or try 
to hitch a lift from a helicopter. But it snowed all morning; 
we dug our sacs out of the drifts and enlarged our ledge for 
a time, until we were driven back into the sack by the 
bitter cold. 

So the day passed. At about three in the afternoon there was 
a shout of "Blue sky" and, sure enough, the clouds were 
slowly drifting apart. We looked out on a grim winter 
landscape. There was even new snow on the Mer de Glace. 

We did not think of beginning the climb out that day: 
grateful to be warm again, we spent the day drying our 
clothes in the sun. 

After another long night, the next morning was fine and 
cold . The ropes were like wire as we set off for the Tour 
Rousse. There was not much competition to be first into the 
couloir, and when Dave set off the Swiss team sheepishly 
asked me to take a rope up for them. The couloir was 
glistening with green ice and plastered with powdered 
snow. Dave fought every inch of the way, hanging 
exhausted from the pegs before wearily starting to hack 
holds in the ice once again. He reached his previous high 
point and belayed. I followed, trailing top ropes like a 
demented spider. The next pitch was again very hard, but 
at last he got to the top - exhausted. 

By the time I'd joined him, the snowfield below looked like 
the foot of Cenotaph on a fine day. Apparently a number of 
parties had been caught in the snow and were now catching 
up. They were all very keen to tie on to our rope: Laurie and 
Barry had to act as stewards to the throng, making sure that 
everyone took their turn. From above, it sounded like the 
Tower of _Babel, with pidgin German in a Cockney accent 
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L• 
Whybrow and Holliwe/1 emerge from their bivouac sac as the storm clears. Several hundred feet above is the Tour Rousse. Photo: Will Barker 

predominating. A total of fourteen people, of five 
nationalities, joined the string . 
The three or four pitches to the top of the tower were still 
not easy, but in about an hour the climbing was more or 
less over. The clouds were banking up again, and we could 
hear the helicopter anxiously buzzing about below. At last we 
stumbled over the cornice at the top, too tired even to feel 
glad . 
Soon Barry and Laurie arrived with the two Swiss, and we 
staggered off into the mist. Drunkenly, we ran down over 
crevasses and bergschrunds, in wild glissades. At the hut we 
just collapsed into bed : we did not even wake when 
someone arrived in the middle of the night and fell on to 
the tin roof. 
Next morning we all started the important task of sorting 
out our gear. One of the Swiss, newly married, had spent 
10 

five of the first ten days of his married life on the face. 
At first light he had rushed off back to his wife, leaving 
most of his gear which was quickly spirited away in the true 
Welsh tradition. 
Accounts of experiences such as these are always difficult : 
as soon as the danger is past, the perils of the ascent are 
masked by the magnificence of the route. My only comment 
to anyone wanting to do the Walker would be to wish them 
the best of British - but, if you do see those cloud banks in 
the west, do yourself a favour and go down again. It 
will still be there next year. 

SUMMARY 
Grandes Jorasses, Walker Spur. Mt. Blanc Range, France. 
July 1969. Dave Yates, Will Barker, Barry Whybrow and Laurie Holliwell. 
Grade ED. Pitches of 6 and A 1. 4,000ft. Guide : Selected Climbs in the 
Mt. Blanc Range, Vol. 2. 



The Classics 
Part 1. Tony Greenbank discusses the great classic climbs 
of the Lake District. 

At Easter, 1895, when Wasdale Head was the scene and 
climbers crammed the Wastwater Hotel to watch the greats 
play billiard table fives (not throwing arrows as at Padarn 
Lake), when Napes Needle was still a "rattling good 'un" 
and Eagle's Nest Direct a "real snorker", when you shot 
your mates with plates in a Thornton-Pickard Folding Ruby 
camera, the great classics of the Lakes were about to be 
born under the croak of ravens, the crunch of clinkers, and 
the silence of wet day socks. 
Existing classics were almost played out. Scafell's Moss 
Ghyll was already a drag. Pillar's North Climb - which had 
taken Haskett Smith ten years to crack - was no longer a 
blast. The Needle was still a groovy route, but never great. 
Only Eagle's Nest Direct and Collier's Climb, Scafell , 
maintained top-notch reputations. Wasdale chat reckoned 
the limits had perhaps been reached on these rain-brushed, 
lonely, lovely, moss-embossed crags where climbing first 
began . 
Considering the very cool cats around at the time (Jones, 
Botterill, the Hopkinsons), and the scope waiting in the 
Lakes (far more middle-grade potential than in Wales or 
Scotland) , it is not surprising that things changed . Over the 
next few years, the great names in the heyday of the 
emergent sport pioneered classic climbs which we can 
re-appraise now - and give credit for quality, regardless 
of difficulty. 
April 14th, 1895, saw the first two great classics since 
Solly's Eagle's Nest Direct epic (now VS). They were on 
Dow - miles from Wasdale, the Mecca (reached in time for 
breakfast by a twelve mile walk from Seascale and the 
night train). 
"By jove ! Never!" said the Wasdale crowd when they heard 
that the Hopkinson brothers had snatched both Intermediate 
Gully and Hopkinson's Crack in a day. Dow, after all, was 
only a practice ground for climbers from the south who 
had still to reach the English Zermatt at the head of 
Wastwater. Yet Intermediate is a fine technical severe, while 
Hopkinson's must have been Gogarth-sized to the men 
deerstalkers. 
Remember, too, that it had not been long since Coleridge 
had necked it on Scafell's Broad Stand to record the first 
rock climb ever, since Wordsworth had penned a gloomy 
poem about a shepherd getting chopped on Pillar 
(publicity for Pillar), since Atkinson had reached the summit 
of Pillar's High Man (the first rock climb for the sake of 
rock climbing) , or since Haskett Smith had soloed the 
Needle (THE start of rock climbing). Climbs had been done 
on rock as steep, but two in a day, man . .. 

0. G. Jones rushed off to do Intermediate and had a grip, 
saying that it was "highly troublesome", and that the 
crucial overhang was "the extreme pitch of refinement". 
Severe-men teams today will still agree. This crack-line 
gully, with its thrutchy twists and turns, will always be as 
strenuous as it was back in 1910 - when the Fell and Rock 
looked on its ascent as a solemn cult-rite (recommended 
technique: train on raw meat and stout, and use Bulldog 
buttons). 
Intermediate was not done direct at first. Excursions were 
made on the gully walls - something impossible with 
Hopkinson's. Dead straight, this had to be climbed direct. 
Not since Haskett Smith had determined to do the Needle 
whilst trundling an injured climber to the coach in a 
wheelbarrow, and Solly had mustered sufficient nerve to 
edge up Eagle's Nest Direct in nails, had such exposed 
climbing been the aim. More straightforward than 
Intermediate, the crux wall below the Bandstand and the 
ensuing crack gave the hemp-towing Hopkinson a great 

Owen Glyn Jones - 'to all, a real goer and Mister Fingers himself'. 
Photo: Abraham 

route (girl climber Janet Airey soloed it in the 1950's in 
preference to Intermediate). 
O.G.J. (to some, a bit swell-headed ; to all, a real goer and 
Mister Fingers himself) put Wasdale back on the map in 
1898 with Jones's Route Direct from Lord's Rake. His aim: 
to ascend the Pinnacle Face (reaching Slingsby's Chimney) 
without using the flanking ghylls. 
This great climb, so evocative of men in the mist shouting 
"Come on!", "Jolly good!", "Damned Stiff!", was born at 
the end of a day when Jones and the well-initialled G. T. 
Walker had been "shinning" all over the crag since early 
morning. Finally, descending Slingsby's, Jones said let's 
have a look down the front on a top rope. It looked good. 
So they "rattled" down Steep Ghyll, traversed the top of the 
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Top: · Considering the very cool cats around at the time · 
Ashley Abraham (extreme left); 0 . G. Jones (second from right) ; 
George Abraham (extreme right) . 

Bottom: Old photos of the New West Climb on Pillar Rock. 
In the right -hand one, George Abraham leads the rope 
Photos: Abraham 

first pitch in Deep Ghyll in spite of a dusky sky and, high on 
adrenalin, started up the edge of the great Low Man 
buttress. 
It was quite a trip. Jones (resembling an embryo John 
Lennon) crawled up the beetling slabs, held a council of war 
some way up, threw down his boots to G.T., and climbed 
fifty feet up the "smoothest and steepest rock" he had ever 
trusted himself on. He brought G.T. motoring up (also in 
socks) to join him, then padded off again to the Waiting 
Room as the sun rolled into the sea off Drigg. To those near 
their limit on this route, the next pitch - the Mantleshelf - is 
as hard as any of the great Lakes sub-VSs. Jones wiped his 
glasses and ... "standing on Walker's shoulders I screwed 
myself out at the top right hand corner and toe-traversed 
to the Crevasse below Slingsby's". G.T. followed, and they 
rattled down in the dark for their boots. 
Jones consolidated his reputation for making quality climbs 
with his next classic - Walker's Gully (not named after 
G.T. but after a youth who descended it in 1883, having 
slipped on some snow) on Pillar. It was the greatest 
unclimbed gully south of Scotland. The time - January 7th, 
1 898. The scene ... 
Grim pineless Ennerdale. Hemmed by Gable, Kirkfell, High 
Crag, High Stile, Red Pike. A tank of wilderness, bleak with 
sleet. Pillar Rock an ice-breaker among ice-floes, a 
smoking plume of spindrift streaming from its chimneys. 
Three dots appear on Looking Stead from Black Sail. Dot 1 
is O.G.J., 2 is George Abraham, 3 is A. E. Field. All saying 
nowt, skidding along the High Level line, chins down 
against the wind. Until ... Walker's waterfall (it was, 
that day) leaps above. Water jetting over glacier mint 
chockstones. Figure 1 climbs a lot on the shoulders of 
2 and 3. Sometimes he pulls up on his ice axe (he has been 
training with barbells for months for this). He strips off his 
Norfolk jacket (with silk chamois-portraying badge of 
Swiss Alpine Club) to squeeze through narrowest opening 
between chocks. Sleet belts final capstone crux. He 
(O.G.J.) fails, finds thread and then - in socks - cracks it 
with the finest climbing Abraham has ever seen . Time -
three hours. And Jones is nearly frostbitten . 

This top pitch has forced more teams to rope-off, or stay 
the night, than any other Lakeland route under VS. Capped 
by a rubbish-chute capstone (Jones's team found three 
walking sticks under it), it has helped keep Walker's rogue 
reputation intact. There is more climbing per foot in this 
gully than in any similar standard gully in Britain -
certainly more than in, say, Great Gully, Craig Yr Ysfa, which 
is twice as long. In 1912, nearly 300ft. of jammed/fixed/ 
abandoned rope hung down it. You can still pick up gear 
there today. 
The next two greats were Diffs. The first, done in 1901, was 
the New West on Pillar. Near a cram of cream routes like 
Gondor/Gomorrah/Vandal, this invention of George 
Abraham makes a milk run up the very face which put him 
off in the first place - "it looks hopeless; the promising 
chimneys end in roofs". However his eye of faith did see 
subtle traverses linking these weaknesses. The attempt was 
on. Apart from when his (Abraham's) whisky flask put him 
off balance stepping right from the crux chimney (which 
meant that he went back into the chimney to drain it first), 
he pieced together a splendid climb without epics. 

As thousands of climbers who have kicked the New West to 
death in their time will agree, this is more of a route than 
the North Climb. Stances are smaller, runouts longer, and it 
is more exposed and serious - especially when wet (the 
North Climb is a wet day route for a large team). 
Anyone who has had to work out the greasy shelf traverse 

to the crucial chimney (Abraham did it by shuffling, his 
boots "dangling like useless ornaments"), struggle up the 
chimney with snow masking the holds, or try the final slabs 
with ice skin crisping the rock, will know the "bigness" of 
this Diff ... As the Rev. Wright found, around 1902: 
after spinning a coin, his team of four decided to wind it out 
on a late winter's afternoon just below the main chimney. 
As it grew dark, the leader spun off the skidpan slabs 
above, just as his fourth man was swinging right from the 
chimney (blind move). Seeing his leader sledging into 
space, the man on the bluntest end let go with shock and 
penduled to meet him. Luckily, no-one was killed. 

In 1902 came a classic which, though only Diff., is the best 
route on its crag: Bowfe/1 Buttress. A pure line that bends to 
blend through the right weakness of the rock at just the 
right time, it is better to climb than the harder Central 
Route - an artificial variant. To Messrs. Shaw, Craig, West, 
Hargreaves and 'Opp' (Lehemann J. Oppenheimer) it 
proved - from initial chimney to crux crack to exposed 
slabs - a real mind-blower. 

Not only did the buttress loom on them through the mist in 
real cliff-hanger style, it "sent a chill through their sodden 
garments. At first it seemed more ethereal than shadow". 
And then, as they climbed, Opp vowed he would never 
forget as "the East Anglian came up the belaying pin with 
his jovial round face and blue eyes making you think of 
green pastures and still waters where there is no climbing 
and the land is very fat" . 

When Brian Evans and I tried to straighten out the 
Buttress (a steep slab forced us on to Right Hand Wall), we 
also had in mind a jovial round face, beaming perhaps, when 
Allan Austin heard the news. Instead, the Yorkshireman 
admonished us in small print in his Langdale guide, after 
saying: "You've been climbing long enough to know an 
Eliminate isn't on up there". And he completed the slab 
himself. 

Bowfe/1 Buttress is quite hard when wet, especially the 
crux crack about half-way - the turf below is pitted by 
leaping leaders. But it does lack the hugeness of Gordon 
and Craig's on Dow, a V. Diff. done in 1909, which is great 
on size alone. Gordon and Craig's, in fact, is stature-wise 
nearer to Eliminate A (done in 1923) than to other climbs 
of its class like Giant's Corner. It is Dolomitically exposed. 
Put up by a team of six, it was also the biggest tot-throwing 
project before Goat Crag - a stirling effort, considering how 
impressively A Buttress shades Goat's Water, and how 
serious the upper traverse is for a second. After all, those 
were the days when thick, red, nailed boots - as sensitive as 
wellingtons, compared with PAs - were the vogue, and the 
pelvic roll of the Alpine guide was still your aim. 

Hand it to Mayson and Mallinson too, the Borrowdale 
climbers who, in 1914, climbed Troutdale Pinnacle on Black 
Crag - the superb Severe which has been a by-word in 
Lakeland climbing ever since. Piercing overhangs like the 
roof of a football ground Kop (which hood a high terrace of 
slabs that has supported thousands), the goal is the 
pinnacle. This is linked to the face Siamese-twin style, and 
was higher with piled blocks on the first ascent. Above this 
is the epic-making last pitch ... A leader runs out of rope 
on the top five feet {bulge), undoes his waist line, knots the 
rope to his belt, falls and lands in a tree far below - unhurt. 
A Daily Express photographer bones off with a mighty 
swing, and Chris Bonington gets a great shot of him 
doing it. 
Rockfall has sheared smooth the corner in the slabs 
traverse underlap; the tree stance topping this pitch rocks 
on its roots; the slabs traverse lacks a flake belay, and 
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needs nuts; the boulder belay on top of the pinnacle has 
been trundled; the last (serious) move has a loose runner 
spike. On your own on this route - the Shroud/Vertigo/ 
Coffin panel are round the corner - you know you are into 
something better than, say, Gil/ercombe Buttress (good but 
scrappy) or Honister Wall (not quite great). 

Deciding on borderline greats is a great difficulty. Abbey ' 
Buttress on Gable, for instance, is a great non-great. 
Botterill did it just before he packed in climbing (after his 
leader was killed on Eagle's Nest Direct). It has a fine pitch 
which the potholing Yorkshireman thought Extreme ... 
"I looked down at Hazard (a great name for a second) and 
then at the valley below, and realized how serious was my 
position". And then, IS Murray's Route on Dow great? If 
not, it is very near (it does not reach the crag top, has many 
variants, and is not all solid going). Yet, when you think of 
Herford failing to crack the opening slabs traverse, then of 
Murray (who was on the first ascent of Scafell's CB with 
Herford) falling off it while soloing, going back and licking 
this postage-stamp-sized sector which opened up an 
envelope of rock 250ft. high by 70ft. wide with its fabulous 
traverses ... it is so nearly great. 

There are four certain greats remaining, however. In 1923, 
H. M. Kelly and Pritchard put up possibly the greatest of all 
- Tophet Wall on Gable. Only Severe, this climb lights up a 
screen of rock which will electrify the non-VS man. It is his 
Vector projected. Pat Fernehough missed giving it a 'puff 
in the Gable guide, but you still slide your eyeballs up this 
line as you slide down Great Hell Gate Screes: a striking 
slanting line - technically a footpath by modern standards -
which crosses the big country of undercut grooves, 
hanging slabs and shade. 
Best parts: the first protectable crack (under the fierce 
McHardy-Tutt Viking crack), which Kelly failed to lead after 
starting the climb higher to the right; the mildest hand 
traverse in the wildest rock scenery (Demon Wall's Great 
Slab just off left) ; the final crack with its monster jug (in the 
July heat, Pritchard was lowered down this with a broom 
to clean it for the final push). To H.M.K.'s chagrin, non-Fell 
and Rocker M. de Selincourt beat him to the first ascent 
of the direct crack start which everyone does today. 

Ever since 1919, Kelly had wanted to breach Moss Ghyll 
Grooves on Scafell. He succeeded in 1926, after coming 
down on a rope to within 30ft. of the crux - two steps from 



Top: Troutdale Pinnacle Route on Black Crag. 'A superb severe 
which has been a by-word in Lakeland climbing ever since 1914.' 
Tony Greenbank on the crux: the wall on pitch 5, Derwentwater and 
Skiddaw in the background. 

Bottom: Murray's Route on Dow Crag - 'it is so nearly great' -
Dave Clarke climbing. 
Photos: Chris Bonington 

a small hold on the centre of a slim gangway slab up and 
left to the Pedestal on the edge. "There was only a damson 
stone sized hold for the hands which had to be changed 
on it. After two goes, Kelly came down to rest his cramped 
toes. On the third try he seemed to flow across it." It was 
left to Dr. Graham MacPhee to be the first to reverse the 
whole climb (his initials were G.G .M.). 
This flange of groovy slabs, stuck on the edge of Central 
Buttress, has won universal acclaim. Easier than 
Botterill's Slab on the whole, M.G .G.'s damson stone move 
is probably harder than the crux of Botterill's: it is a fence 
which stops some who would probably have no trouble on 
the rest of the route. 
Both Bridge's Route, Esk Buttress, and Stoat's Crack, 
Pavey Ark, will remain great classics: they each have a 
champion pitch (for Severes) plus a load of good rock too. 
These are pitches where protection is on, where overhangs 
jut just above and the crag slants away below you to the 
wild fens of upper mountain country, where you can flick 
the sleet off the holds, peer down at a second not quite in 
sight and far below, look back again to black-streaked rock 
under the rim of your crash helmet, and know that it's still 
good value as you move up under a patter of hail, blow on 
your fingers and look for another metal chock. As for 
position: Bridge's starts off the Central Pillar climb -
shading you above; Stoat's is a 400ft. buttress route in the 
best of tradition . . . 
Whether at the height of YOUR powers you wait for perfect 
weather and try Tophet Wall (as Kelly did after finishing the 
Pillar guide), or whether you turn to Walker's because 
Sheol has too much ice draping it (and relive the moment 
when Herford, on another winter ascent, quietly said 
'Tm coming off", as his axe was dragged out of its 
anchoring snow and he came rushing down), you are likely 
to be impressed. There are only a few of these great sub-VS 
trad routes though ... because they're GR EAT. 

SUMMARY 

Greenbank's Great Classics 

Intermediate Gully Dow Crag Severe (Hard) 

Hopkinson's Crack Dow Crag Severe (Hard) 

Jones's Route Direct 
from Lord's Rake Scafell Crag Severe 

Walker's Gully Pillar Rock Severe (Hard) 

New West Climb Pillar Rock Difficult 

Bowfell Buttress Bowfell Difficult 

Gordon and Craig's Route Dow Crag V. Diff. 

Troutdale Pinnacle Black Crag Severe 

Tophet Wall Great Gable Severe 

Moss Ghyll Grooves Scafell Crag Severe (Hard) 

Bridge's Route Esk Buttress Severe (Hard) 

Stoat's Crack Pavey Ark Severe (Hard) 

Also recommended : 

Gillercombe Buttress (Severe); Honister Wall ; Abbey 

Buttress (V. Diff.); Murray's Route (Severe) . 

North-East Lancashire's Climbers' Shop 

1895 
1895 

1898 
1898 
1901 
1902 
1909 
1914 
1923 
1926 
1329 
1933 

All leading makes of equipment stocked. Call in and browse round. 

J. & J. KIRKHAM 
"THE MOUNTAIN SHOP", 133 DUCKWORTH ST. DARWEN 

TEL. 72987 

THIS 
PROTECTION 
RACKET! 
Karrimor are now making 
knee length overbreeches in 
4 oz. nylon which can be 
pulled on over the top of 
boots. They are particularly 
useful when used in conjunc
tion with our gaiters. We 
are the first and foremost 
manufacturers of gaiters 
and do several different 
styles and fabrics. 

brochure from 

Karrimor products Ltd. 
Bell Street, Haslingden, Lanes. 

Two-week instruction courses in 
climbing on snow and ice, from 
January 31st to mid-March, in the 
Scottish Highlands. 

CLIMBING 
One-week instruction courses in 
Snowdonia, from March 21st 
throughout the year. Beginners, 
intermediate and advanced grades. 

Full details from YBA HOME TOURS 
Dept. M1. 

Trevelyan House, St Albans, Herts. 

~~ 
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Borrowdale re-appraised 
A portrait in words and 
pictures by Gerald Lacey 

It is paradoxical that England's highest mountains should lie 
in an area described as a Lake District, as though its only 
distinction were its lakes - which would not be so beautiful 
without the mountains within which they are set. The name 
dates back to the first flush of fashionable touring of such 
parts of the country, long before the railways came, when 
nobody ventured much further than the lakes and, gazing 
ecstatically on their shimmering expanses, turned their 
backs on the devil and his mountains. Early chroniclers 
described the mountain views as "entirely of the horrid 
kind" and "best adapted to the perpetration of some 
dreadful deed". However, Wordsworth, who was born and 
lived much of his life in the District and knew it well, said 
he "did not know of any tract of country in which in so 
narrow a compass may be found an equal variety of the 
influence of light and shadow upon the sublime features 
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of the landscape". He might have said this of Borrowdale, 
to which he lived so near. 

There seems to be some doubt as to where Borrowdale 
begins, though not where it ends. Baddeley seems to have 
regarded Derwentwater as in the vale of Keswick, and 
Borrowdale beginning at the south end of the lake about 
Grange. This is borne out by the Ordnance Survey maps. 
But most people regard Borrowdale as beginning with the 
Head of Derwentwater by Keswick, and extending about 
eight miles, from north to south, as far as Seatoller or 
Seathwaite. It is difficult to think of Borrowdale without 
the lake, which gives it so much of its beauty. 

Borrowdale is wide about the lake, but narrows to a 
winding gorge overshadowed by high crags - the Jaws of 
Borrowdale - before opening out into a flat fertile expanse 

surrounded by steep-sided fells. There it is joined by the 
Stonethwaite, Seathwaite and Honister valleys, down which 
flow the main becks feeding the River Derwent and 
Derwentwater. Looking north, it is bounded by the great 
massif of Skiddaw (3,053ft.), while looking south, one sees 
Scafell Pike (3,21 Oft.), the highest mountain in England, 
as well as Great Gable (2,949ft.) and Great End (2,984ft.). 
What other Lakeland dale commands such views of high 
mountains from end to end? Borrowdale is incomparable 
for magnificent views of lake and mountain scenery, and 
has many outstanding viewpoints. From the slopes of 
Skiddaw, an immense panorama of mountains can be seen 
enbracing the lake, which shines like silver in the sunshine 
and is jewelled with wooded islands: to the west, all the 
Grasmoor Fells, topped by the summits of the Buttermere 
Fells and beyond them Great Gable; to the east, the shapely 

Left: The Scafe/I Group from Castle Crag, looking south. 

Below: The head of Borrowdale in winter. Rosthwaite in the 
foreground with Seathwaite in the middle distance. Great End and 
Scafe!! Pike are the two most prominent peaks in the distance. 

Bottom left: Langstrath Falls below 8/ackmoss Pot. 

Bottom right: Eagle Crag and Greenup by evening light, from 
the Stonethwaite valley. Langstrath runs up to the right. 

. ·i·· 
~,~~~ 

summit of King's How and Grange Fell, with the craggy 
tops of Glaramara and beyond that Bowfell and the 
Langdale Pikes; in the centre, dominating the whole scene, 
the Scafell Group - sharply outlined on a clear day, but 
usually hazy and mysterious. 

From the north shore of Derwentwater, at Calf Close Bay, 
the view along the lake is enthralling. With the changing 
seasons and weather, it is never the same from day to day. 
On a quiet summer's day, the lake reflects the steep sides 
of the enclosing fells with their lofty crags and, set in the 
narrow cleft of the Jaws of Borrowdale, the more distant 
Scafell Group. In autumn, the all-pervading green of the 
summer scene gives way to the warm bronze colour of dead 
bracken and the golden hues of autumn leaves - glorious 
colours which, when the lake is still, are enriched by 

17 



Borrowdale re-appraised 

Derwentwater. An idyllic winter day - looking towards Maiden Moor. 

reflection in its waters. Spring scenes may be equally 
colourful, but winter is the most exciting time of all. 

Snow usually comes in November, and may remain on the 
summits of the fells until early May. A heavy fall of snow 
is often followed by days of bright sunshine and deep blue 
skies, when the snow-clad fells, delicately modelled by 
sunshine and haze, are reflected in the still waters of the 
lake - sometimes as a mirror image, which in harder weather 
is broken by patches of satin-like ice. A cold, still, misty, 
day makes the receding planes of the fells and peaks look 
like silhouettes of paler and paler grey, giving an impression 
of mountains in infinite space. On a wild, wet and windy 
day, the water is whipped up into waves and the clouds are 
driven hurriedly across the sky, trailing their tattered fringes 
across the fell tops. No time is more rewarding than evening, 
when the sun goes down behind the Grasmoor fells and its 
last slanting rays tint the snow-capped peaks of the Scafells 
and Skiddaw with a soft pink hue; as t/le light fades, the 
silhouettes of the fells darken and dissolve into the sky. 

Among Borrowdale's best higher-level viewpoints are 
Walla and Falcon Crags and King's How and Grange Fell 
on the east side, Catbells and the craggy edge of Maiden 
Moor on the west side, and Castle Crag in the Jaws of 
Borrowdale. All these points command views both ways 
along the dale from Skiddaw to Scafell. 
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Apart from its beauty, Borrowdale provides an endless 
variety of fell walking and rock climbing. For the walker, 
there are many ways out of the dale to the high fells. To 
the climber, Borrowdale offers crags that are more accessible 
than those in many other parts of the District; the most 
popular are Shepherd's Crag, Falcon Crag and Black Crag , 
but many more have been explored. 

The joys and beauty of Borrowdale are inexhaustible, even 
to those who live in the dale. One can go out on the fells or 
the crags nearly every day of the year, for Borrowdale 
weather, which, quite unjustifiably, is so much maligned, is 
little or no worse than that in other parts of the country. 
More often than not it is perfectly delightful, and on many 
days, especially in the autumn and winter, it is positively 
exhilarating. 

SK I- ING AND CLIMB ING EQUIPMENT 

TEBBUTT'S 
91-,a2, Walsall Street, Wednesbury, Staffs. 

Moving shortly to Market Square. 

(Telephone - Wednesbury 0802) 
Late Night - Fridays 8 p .m. 

VERY WIDE RANGE PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE 



Our flares bring 

It can't 
happen I 
to you • 
But you could come across 
an accident and have to 
summon help. 

Aid for the Asking 
from as little as 9/- each. 

F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street 
Aberdeen AB1 -1 HL 

CALLING ALL CLIMBERS 

DON'T SUFFER 
THE FREEZE! 

GO MAN, GO 

to 

THE ALPINE CENTRE 

we have the right 

gear at the right price 

193 CHURCH ST. BLACKPOOL 
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Mountaineering 
Equipment 
Suppliers 
Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 26952. 

Ambleside, Westmorland 
Frank Davies (S), 
The Climbers' Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 

Aviemore, Scotland 
Speyside Sports (S) , 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 

Bangor, North Wales 
Arvons, 
216 High Street, 
Tel. 0248.3849. 

Bethesda, North Wales 
Arvons, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0248.82.401 . 

Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S), 
7 Snowhill Ringway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180. 

Blackpool 
The alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S) , 
157 Great Moor Street. 
Tel. 0204.25087. 

Bradford 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
71 a Godwin Street. 
Tel. 027 42.1998. 

Brighton 
Sport and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 

Bristol 
Joseph Bryant Ltd. 
The Outdoor Centre, 
Colston Street. 
Tel. 0272.23166. 

Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 

Capel Curig, North Wales 
Brennands, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Cape. Curig 217. 
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Croydon, Surrey 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre, 
Tel. 01.688.2667. 

Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C) . 
Tel. 0325.2390. 

Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports (C) (S), 
95 Spring Gardens. 
Tel. 0302.67755. 

Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 . 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd. 
63 Seagate (M) (S) , 
Tel. 0382.24501-2. 

Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso (M), 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031.556.1723. 

cxeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C), (S) 
181-182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 . 

Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041 .221 .4531 / 2. 

Grantown-on-Spey, Scotland 
Speyside Sports (S) , 
47 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 

Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 

Leeds 
Centresport, 
Frank Qavies, Dave Clarke, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 

Leeds 
Leeds Camping Centre (S) 
10-11 Grand Arcade. 
Tel. 0532.28634. 

These shops stock high class Mountaineering, Ski-ing and Camping 
Equipment. 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34-36 Eastgate (C) (S), 
Tel. 0532.24599. 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
2 Wade Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.29374. 

Liverpool 
F. Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1 
Tel. 051 .709.6912. 

Llanberis, North Wales 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall. 
Tel. 028682.327. 

London 
Pindisports, 
14-18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
(Ski-Boots for hire) . 
Tel. 01 .242.3278. 

London, Acton, W.3. 
Pindisports, 
373/5 Uxbridge Road, W.3 
(Ski-Boots for hire) . 
Tel. 01 .992.6642. 

London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd. 
54 Seymour Street, W1 H 5WE 
Tel. 01.723.5252. 

London 
Y.H.A. Sales, 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01.839.1722. 

Manchester 
F. Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S), 
6-14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161. 

Manchester 
J . & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C), 
15 Station Road, Urmston. 
Tel. 061 .748.6408. 

Manchester 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports 
211 Deansgate 2. 
061 .834. 7278. 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
36/38 Fountain Street, 2. 
Tel. 061 .834.7119. 

Mansfield, Notts. 
W. Slack and Sons, 
38 Rosemary Street. 
Tel. 0623.24449. 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S), 
227 / 229 Westgate Road. 
Tel. 0632.23903. 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street (S) (C) . 
Tel. 0632.22139. 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner 
Mountain Sports (S) , 
1 Canning Circus. 
Tel. 0602.47230. 

Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
(Branch of the Scout 
Association) . 

Perth, Scotland 
James Banks and Sons (C) , 
137-141 High Street (S). 
Tel. 0738.24928. 

Rawtenstall, Lanes. 
C. H. Parsons, 
13 Bacup Road. 
07062.6353 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
High Court, High Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 

Stockport 
Henshall & Edwards Ltd. (C) , 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Sunderland 
Outdoor Centre (C) (S), 
7 Derwent Street, 
Park Lane. 
Tel. 0783.57945. 

Wednesbury, Staffs. 
Tebutt Bros. (M) (C) (S), 
Camping and Climbing, 
91 /92 Walsall Street. 
Tel. 021 .556.0802. 

Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/5 King Street (C) (S), 
Tel. 0902.27012. 

York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 
( Branch of the Scout 
Association) . 

CANADA 
Calgary: Alberta 
C.Y.H.A. Mountain Sales, 
4555 - 12th Street N.W. 
Tel. 244-8251. 
evenings only; (C) (M). 



ALIRATNI 
TIBBA 

by Dave Nicol 

I stared aghast at Jim over the jumbled detritus of the 
avalanche which had just passed between us. Wordlessly, 
we turned tail and fled back to our camp on the moraine. 

The atmosphere in the great bowl of the Al i Ratni Tibba 
East Glacier had been truly horrific : the mist wreathed 
around us, and our ears were filled with the continuous 
rumbling and growling of sun -dislodged snow, as we 
painfully floundered along. There had been no respite from 
this frightening cacaphony of sound for eight hours. 

Since our arrival , conditions had adhered to a constant 
pattern : a heavy snowfall at night, followed by a few hours 
of sun, avalanches, and more snow. Several days' effort had 
seen a dump established at a ludicrous 1,000ft. above base 
camp. The lightweight Alpine-holiday climb we had 
envisaged seemed to be sinking fast beneath the 
Kulu snows. 

Then, surprisingly, there was a fine stretch for several days. 
As the snow hardened, we pushed on with our only three 
tents to a camp at the foot of the ice-fall below the 
vertiginous West Wall of Ali Ratni Tibba. Almost 5,000ft. of 
ice-plastered granite rose in a single bound to the tapered 
summit of this 'super-Dru' - a mountain more akin to the 
nightmare aiguilles of Patagonia than to the snow cones of 
the Himalayas. Very low by Himalayan standards, it offers 

many thousands of feet of Alpine difficulty at considerably 
more than Alpine altitude. 

We started a snow cave at the top of the ice-fall. On the 
following day, unroped as usual, we were taking some food 
and gear up to it when Jim fell eighty feet down a 
crevasse that shouldn 't have been there. Dismayed, we 
sledged our most dynamic member down to the tents. He 
was in pain for two days, and needed a doctor. With our 
two Ladakhis carrying his gear, and Fred and M .A. standing 
by in case he couldn't walk, this was arranged. As our time 
was running out Chris and I planned to attempt the climb ; 
Fred and M .A. were to form a second wave if necessary. 

We wandered around the tents, throwing a week's supply of 
glucose and gas into the sacs. The weather, still unsettled, 
conjured up visions of several days of inactivity on the 
mountain - especially if the average nightly precipitation 
of two feet of snow materialized while we were on the 
cl imb. 

We couldn 't be bothered to go up the ice-fall again. It had 
to be the West Face and the West Ridge: 4,500ft. in 
height - well over 7,000ft. of climbing . A long snow ramp 
slashes across the lower part of the face, leading directly 
to the West Ridge which climbs with giant steps to the 
summit. The drawback is that the ramp is exposed to 
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Ali Ratni Tibba 

enormous falls of ice. These spew from the icy corners and 
chimneys which split the great wall above. 
Suddenly, we were four again - Fred and his wife returned, 
as Jim had been able to walk unaided. We left the tents at 
four o'clock, too late really for the ramp. Crossing the few 
hundred yards of avalanche-wrecked glacier, we belayed 
across the rimaye. There followed a few hours of furious 
cramponing up the 45° slope - not too steep, but it felt 
exposed. The vertical initial buttresses were only a few 
hundred feet below us all the way. We made good time to 
the top of the ramp, Chris crashing through the crust of the 
slope with an impressive snarl on his face. 
We hit the ridge, and were greeted by ethereal views of the 
enormous aiguilles of the Manikarin group to the south, 
draped in tendrils of mist. Above us lay the first step of the 
ridge - very 'Chamonix-like', and strangely comforting . 
We started almost immediately. Steep cracks, clean slabs 
and icy corners chased one another across steep bands of 
perfect snow. 
A disturbing tiredness crept into my arms. I was forced to 
rest in every conceivable position. The lack of 
acclimatization became very noticeable ; the rock, logically 
no more than 'severe', seemed much, much harder. Chris 
teetered across a thin slab, and belayed below a nasty 
undercut shelf. Sweating terror, and gasping fear, I dragged 
myself round this. Fred, deterred, chose a steep wall , and 
emerged white-faced and panting . 
For ten hours, we continued; several easy sections sped our 
upward flight. Falling into a superb hollow below a huge 
overhang, we dug in for the night. I took two sleeping pills, 
and remained oblivious for eight hours, but the others slept 
fitfully. 
I awoke with the Zardsky stuck to my face : it had been a 
cold night. A brisk wind played across the hollow, and the 
gas stove would not function. We left hurriedly for the 
'sun-stroked' ridge. Suddenly, after some perfect hand
jamming up a sloping crack, there was no more ridge. 
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Previous page: The West Face and the West Ridge of Ali Ratni 
Ti bba. The ascent route followed the prominent snow ramp to join the 
ridge, and then followed this direct, to the summit. In descent, the 
ramp was avoided by abseiling down the lowest section of the ridge. 
Ph oto: Dave Nicol 

Below: One of the early pitches on the West Ridge - Nicol leaning 
horizontally in tension. Photo: Chris Radcliffe 

Opposite: Th e unclimbed Manikarin Spires, holding limitless 
possibilities for Alpine style climbing. Photo: Chris Radcliffe 

We'd hoped for a spectacular summit, and nearly got one, 
but the improbable spear of rock turned out to be 
fractionally lower than a flat granite table, fringed with a 
large cornice. 
Heroic postures for the camera, exchanged grins, and we 
were off down. Ragged heralds of the approaching storm 
surged in from the west. We climbed furiously downwards, 
reversing everything where possible: pegs had to be saved 
for the unseen South Face. Nobody suggested 
reversing the ramp! Late afternoon: we reached the 
'boiler-plates' of the South Face. Fifteen abseils followed 
one another, without a hitch. Chris and I set them up, 
Fred and M .A. pulled them down. 
Hail pattered down, but we scarcely noticed it. "For 
Christ's sake!" - I substantiated Chris's money-saving 
micro-thread with a big channel. We dog-legged down 
from snow patch to snow patch, heading for the gently
rising snow slopes of the Pass of the Obelisks. A last 
abseil into the evening gloom, and we were down. Two 
hours later we reached the tents in complete darkness. 

SUMMARY 

Kulu Himalaya. Ali Ratni Tibba 18,013ft. First ascent, by the 
West Ridge. Fred and Margaret Harper, Dave Nicol and Chris 
Radcliffe. 25th. - 26th. May, 1969. Grade TD. 17hrs. climbing t ime, 
one bivouac. Expedition also included Jim McCartney and Wangyal 
and Tzambo - Ladakh high altitude porters. 

Further scope in the area 

Considerable, especially as regards difficult climbs. No permission is 
needed to cl imb here. The area is easy of access, and the average time 
from road to base is three days. There are about eight unclimbed spires 
in the Manikarin group, up to 17,500ft. in height, offering, on average, 
2,500- 3,000ft. of very difficult climbing (both rock and mixed in 
nature) . All at least Alpine T.D. in standard . 





footwear 

, CASTOR Fully leather lined climbing boot with 
padded ankle shafts. Padded, bellow tongue with 
water-protecting wrap -over. Hinged heel. Hand
welted double stitched leather sole covered with 
Vibram Montagna sole. Black only. £10.4s.0d. 

GREPON Handsome climbing boot in brown 
high grade amphibious skin. Tall fully leather lined 
and ankle shafts. Full bellow and padded tongue. 
Heavy welted leather soles, fully screwed and 
covered with Vibram Montagna soles. £12.3s.4d. 

GABELHORN Attractive reverse leather high al
titude climbing boot. Fully leather lined, padded 
ankle shafts, water-protecting wrap-over. Hinged 
heels and elastic leather snow/ water resisting tops. 
Close welted four tier leather sole fully screwed, 
covered with Vibram security Montagna soles. 

£16.1 0s.0d. 

Send for catalogue and nearest stockist 

EH PRICE & Co (Cambridge) Ltd 
10 ST BARNABAS ROAD CAMBRIDGE 

BRADFORD & BARNSLEY 
ARE 

Where you will find P. & S. OUTDOOR SHOPS 

Specialists in all mountaineering equipment. 

Sole distributors of the P. & S. SPECIAL mountain 
tent at £15.12.6 plus 10/6 postage, this tent offers the 
finest value for money obtainable. 

The new MARK II has been chosen for use on four 
major expeditions last year. The British Andean 
Expedition and The Manchester Hindu Kush Expedition 
included. The price includes S/1 /G Sheet and down 
to earth Flysheet, total weight approx. 15½ lb. 

Stockists of Troll and a wide range of Specialist equip
ment. Ropes by Edelrid, Edlewies, Viking and all Clog 
Gear etc, 

P.&S. OUTDOOR SHOPS 
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4 & 6 ALLERTON ROAD, 
FOUR LANE ENDS, BRADFORD. 

Telephone 47108 

71A GODWIN STREET, BRADFORD. 
Telephone 21998 

Also at our new Centre 

P. & S. CAMPING CENTRE (BARNSLEY) LTD. 
OLD MILL LANE, BARNSLEY. 

Telephone 5838 

Climb 
the 

realpeaks 

The Austrian Alpine Club owns over 600 huts in the 

Austrian Alps; it organises Alpine walking and 

climbing tours for all grades, rock and ice courses 

led by professional guides, and independent touring 

from only £22. 

--------------------- I 

The Austrian Alpine Club, 124 Finchley Road, London N.W.3 . 
Please send me details of club membership and activities. 

NAME 

ADDRESS ............. ................ .. ······ .. •··········· ...................... ____ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I MTN I I I ................ . . _ I 

AUSTRIAN ALPINE CLUB# 



OVIRHANG 
Four photographs on the Cima Ovest 

The North Face of the Cima Ovest is one of the most overhang
ing walls in the Alps, with five major routes, involving the 
highest standards of free and artificial climbing . These photo
graphs, powerfully capturing the spectacular nature of the face, 
were taken by Doug Scott and his friends during the fifth 
ascent of the hardest and most recent route-The Bauer/ 
Rudolf-which attacks the overhangs at their widest point. 
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Four photos taken during the first British ascent of the Direct -
Bauer/Rudolf - Route last summer. The climb crosses the huge 
overhangs on the North Face, which at their widest point, involve a roof 
pitch of 120ft. on pegs and bolts. Above: Doug Scott starting the roof 
pitch. Below: Geoff Upton belaying Scott. Opposite: Scott crossing 

the roof, with Upton belayed on the wall. This picture was taken by 
Ted Wells, the third member of the party. 

Previous page: Two Jugoslav climbers on the overhanging section 
of the Swiss / Italian route, to the left of the Direct Route. 





Equipment Notes 
Edited by Dave Pearce 

The Clog Kingpin 

The Clog small angle 

New Pitons from Clog 
Clogwyn Climbing Gear have 
extended their range of equip
ment by the addition of several 
new models. One of these, the 
King Pin, is a lesson in good 
piton design. It is basically a 
blade peg, with a particularly 
well-designed head. This has a 
squared-off shoulder, a well
positioned eye of optimum size, 
and lateral ribs at the shoulder 
to take the punishment of 
removal. It ranks as one of the 
best designed pitons currently 
available. Also new: a small 
angle peg, again with a good 
head design; a short angle, ideal 
for blind cracks; and some large 
bongs. All are of nickel-chrome
molybdenum, and are manu
factured with Clog's usual care 
over grain structure and quality 
control. The bongs are somewhat 
heavy at present, and hence 
unsuitable for big wall climbing, 
but Clog intend to manufacture 
them in aluminium alloy. All 
Clog pegs are now produced in 
a new high standard of finish, 
and constitute a splendid range. 
King Pins will retail at 10/ 6d., 
and the small angles at 8/ 3d . -
exceptional value in each case. 

The M.S.R. Alloy Ice Axe 
Mountain Safety Research of 
Seattle have recently introduced 
a new ice axe. 
The axe has a conventionally
designed steel head, and a 
tubular, fibreglass-sheathed, 
aluminium shaft. On the bottom 
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of the shaft is a shaped 
aluminium ferrule bearing a hard 
steel spike. All joints are welded. 
The nylon wrist tape is joined 

Detail of the Kingpin 

karabiner. 

to the shaft by an aluminium 
ring. One interesting feature of 
the design is that existing heads 
from broken axes can be sent to 
M .S.R. to be welded to a new 
shaft. Furthermore, old timber 
axes can be strengthened by 
sheathing the timber in fibre
glass. 
The axe retails at about 40 
dollars in the U.S.A., and should 
be available in the U. K. soon. 
Details from Mountain Safety 
Research 63150 96 Seattle, 
Washington 98108, U.S.A. 

New Zealand ·Crampon Belay 
From New Zealand comes a· . 
description of another method of 
belaying on ice. The method is 
extensively used on long, 
exposed, but not very steep, 
slopes. Two steps should be cut 
at a comfortable standing 
distance apart, the lower slightly 
behind the upper. An ice piton is 
driven or screwed into the 
upper step so that the eye 
finally faces outwards. A 
karabiner is clipped into the 
piton ; i~ should lie flat on the 
step, with the gate away from the 
belayer and the hinge towards 
the front of the step. The live 
rope is led through the 
karabiner and up to the belayer ; 
he places his uphill foot over 
the piton, with his inside instep 
crampon point through the 

In the event of a leader fall, 
braking should be dynamic. 
Increased friction may be 
obtained by passing the rope 
over the uphill boot and round 
the uphill side of the ankle. 
One advantage of this belay is 
that the loaded rope will pull 
the foot down on to the piton 
and the karabiner, pressing them 
further into the step. The 
belayer's weight must be mainly 
on the uphill leg. 
Information from D. W. Gabey 

The Crampon Belay 

ICE 
PITON . / 

/ / 

The Beaton 

The M.S.R. Ice Axe 

The Beaton 
The latest addition to the 
American Rock school's range of 
aid equipment seems to be even 
more Realized Ultimate Reality 
than the Rurp. Named the 
Beaton, it originates from the 
Tetons. Intended for aid only, the 
Beaton finds its greatest 
application in two situations: 
hair-line cracks unsuitable for 
Rurps, and rugosities on other
wise smooth slabs. The business 
end consists of relatively soft 
aluminium wire, which is beaten 
against the rock feature. 
Theoretically, the aluminium 
deforms and 'cold welds' into, 
and around, the feature: clip 
into the sling, and away you go. 
Full marks for planned 
obsolescence ; at a dollar a 

. time, Beatons may well be 
better value for stimulating 
conversation than for their 
intended function. 

New Zealand Footbrake -
Again 
Readers of our item about this 
snow and ice belaying technique 
(Mountain 1) may be interested 
in a letter to the German 
magazine Bergkamerad who 
republished the piece. 
Willi Moser writes: "When I saw 
the diagram and read the article 
accompanying it, it occurred to 
me that this was the most perfect 
suicide method that there was. 
1. This position is the peak of 
fussiness. 



Below: A prototype Skyrak in use on a bivouac on the Cima Grande. 
Brian Molyneaux resting during an ascent of the Brandler/ Hasse 
last summer. Photo: Leo Dickinson. 

2. To hold the rope in one hand 
is the most questionable 
acrobatic of this method. 
3. When a person who contrived 
this method asserts that he could 
hold a fall in this position, I 
maintain that he has with this 
arm position his least power. On 
what grounds this method is 
dynamic is beyond me:· 
Translated by Audrey Salkeld 

We see no reason to retract any 
of the comments originally made 
about this technique. Though it 
was not, as originally stated, 
invented by Sykes, the method 
has been used extensively in 
New Zealand for many years. 
Recently, it has become a 
popular technique amongst some 
Scots climbers. But we stress 
that the method should be 
practised thoroughly before it 
is used on a climb. 

The Skyrak 
Leo Dickinson has designed a 
hammock, the Skyrak, which is 
to be marketed by Mountain 
Equipment of Glossop. The 
Skyrak comprises two sections, 
which may be purchased 
separately. The first, a hammock 
of ripstop nylon, is enclosed up 
to the chest; a hood covers the 
upper part of the body. 
Spacer poles are provided for 
greater comfort. The second, a 
bivvybag of heavy-duty Space 
Blanket, is lined to prevent 
ripping. 
Prototypes have been tested in 
the Alps. The highest bivouac, at 
13,500ft. on Mt. Blanc du Tacul, 

provided a comfortable night's 
sleep, despite the formation of 
sheet ice outside. The bivvybag 
obviates the need for bivvy-tents 
with Pied d'Elephants etc. Unlike 
the latter, it cannot absorb 
water - a particularly important 
consideration on multi-day 
routes where several bivouacs 
are expected. 
The Skyrak doubles as an 
emergency stretcher, and can be 
opened from the side to allow a 
patient with a broken leg to be 
placed inside. Tapes are provided 
at the side for carrying purposes, 
giving a total of six points of 
attachment. 

INFORMATION : continued . 

WELSH GUIDE BOOK 
UPHEAVALS 
Storm clouds are gathering in the 
guide book world. The Climbers' 
Club, trailing after the Fell and 
Rock, has recently made 
sweeping changes in its guide 
book organization. Out goes 
editor John Neill, veteran of over 
a dozen volumes; in come three 
new regional editors and an 
overall business supremo (Pete 
Hatton) to handle his unwieldy 
empire : Trevor Jones (Wales) , 
Paul Nunn (Peak) and Peter 
Biven (South and West). 
The changes come not a moment 
too soon, for the club faces 
wide-spread delays in its 
programme. The Peak hasn't 
seen a new guide for years; the 
revised South-East Sandstone 
Guide languishes in the pro
duction stage; and, in Wales, 

BRYANTS OUTDOOR CENTRE 
WINTER LECTURES 1969/70 
Monday 16th February 1970 
JOHN CLEARE - •Mountaineering Photographic Assignments' 

Monday 16th March 1970 
JOHN EARLE and NED KELLY of the BBC present their own out
standing mountaineering films 

Write for tickets : 6/- each. Parties of ten and over 5/- each. 
Lectures begin at 7.30 p.m. 

at Y.M.C.A. Hall 
Trenchard Street, Bristol 

Opposite Ji.. O I\ 
BRYANT'S - / \ 

rnrnmmJrnwcENTRE 
COLSTON STREET, BRISTOL 1 , TEL. 23166 

MSR is a volunteer organization for the purpose of 
studying and improving mountain climbing equipment 
and methods, based at 631 South 96th , Seattle 8, USA. MS R MSR publishes a news letter, manufa~tures _and distributes 
certain specialty items, and licenses its designs and . 
testing services to equipment manufacturers. Technical 
articles and letters to be published are invited. Send 

Booth in Hall 3 Nr. 3207 self-addressed envelope (4 x 9 inches or larger) for copies 
ISPO 70, Munich of the first two issues. While not necessary, you will help 

8-10 March us carry on the work if you enclose 4/•, Thank you. 

MOUNTAIN SAFETY RESEARCH, INC. 
35 PROGRESS ROAD, EASTWOOD LEIGH-ON-SEA, ESSEX 

ACCOMMODATION 
GLENCOE Cook, sleep dry 61-. Glencoe bunk-house welcomes climbers, school or 
venture groups. Sleeps up to 42. Camping 1 / - nightly. Send s.a.e. Bunkhouse, Glencoe, 
Argyll. Tel. Ballachulish 256. 

BRECON BEACONS Overnight accommodation for families, individuals, or parties. 2t 
miles from Brecon but close to shop, pub, and Post Office. Write for details to 
Mrs. D. Reid, The Lodge, Llanfrynach, Brecon. Tel. Llanfrynach 205. 

GUIDING 

ROCK CLIMBING IN SNOWDONIA 
Special courses run by 
Al Harris and Pete Crew 
Write for details enclosing S.A.E. to 

Crew and Harris, Bigil, Dinorwic, Caerns. 

The P.S. Rock Boot 
Pindisports are marketing a new 
climbing boot, the P.S . Basically 
a P.A.-type boot, it has a klette 
sole. It is intended for the times 
when one needs a lightweight 
boot for climbing and a cleated 
sole for the descent ( e.g. 
Dolomites) . 
Price: £5.19.6d. from 
Pindisports and Centresport. 

at least five areas are badly in 
need of a new guide. 
Pete Crew and Alan Harris, who 
were preparing the Club's 
Snowdon South book, have 
recently defected to West Col 
- Robin Collomb's thrusting 
organization which specializes in 
climbing literature. Collomb, 
fresh from his success in 
capturing Craig Gogarth for the 
West Col label, is reported to be 
casting a hungry eye across the 
Climbers' Club's creaking 
empire, with a view to skimming 
off some of the lucrative titles. 
Snowdon South look's like being 
the first area to fall victim to 
Crew's rapid pen and Harris's 
experienced, almost photo
graphic, memory. Success in 
this venture might encourage the 
West Col team to exploit other 
areas, such as L/anberis North 

DANGLE 
ON A 
ROPE 
WITH 

DOUGAL 
HASTON 

AT 
ISM 

THIS SUMMER 
details: ISM 
2 Woodcote 

Frith Hill Road 
Goda I ming 

Surrey 

and South, Snowdon West and 
possibly the Ogwen guides. 
Trevor Jones clearly faces a huge 
task in cumbating this challenge, 
while the climber faces an 
onerous choice between the 
Climbers' Club's traditional 
delays and West Col's expensive 
efficiency (the Gogarth guide 
retailed at nearly twice the price 
of some of the Club's titles). 
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Whether you are a social climber, or you prefer to climb alone, the ' Everest' 
is an essential companion for every mountaineer. 

This pocket sized Altimeter gives peak accuracy and reliability. It provides 
readings in 25ft intervals up to 18,000ft. 

The precision mechanism has 19 jewelled bearings and is fully shock resistant. 

The instrument is recommended by the Royal Geographical Society, and was 
used on the successful ascent of Everest. 

Complete the coupon"}for an illustrated brochure. 

o SURVEY & GENERAL INSTRUMENT CO. LTD. 
$1111 Fircroft Way, Edenbridge, Kent. 

::I Tel: Edenbridge, 2434 (STD Code 0732-71) 

r 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
L 

-------
To Survey and General Instrument Co. Ltd. 

Fircroft Way, Edenbridge, Kent. 

Please send me your brochure on the Thommen 
Altimeter. 

NAME ............................................. . 

ADDRESS ........ . 

7 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Ml .J ---

PION I ER 
FOR 

KERN MANTLE 
ROPES 

For 66-page booklett .A Guide to Mountaineering Ropes" contact: 
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New Books 
Wilfred Noyce's last book 

World Atlas of 
Mountaineering 
Edited by Wilfred Noyce and 
Ian McMorrin 
Nelson. Price: 90/
MacMillan (New York). 
Price: 14.75 dollars 
285 photographs 51 maps 

The widening gulf between 
mountain explorer and mountain 
climber underlies this mammoth 
work of reference. The question 
that constantly nags is : where 
does mountain exploration end 
and climbing for its own sake 
begin? This book seeks to 
harmonize the two, but, though it 
pays due homage to climbs and 
expeditions of the past, it fails to 
relate latter-day 'super
mountaineering' to these 
foundations. Climbing for its own 
sake seems to have been given 
the condescending pat appro 
priate to a lower sphere of 
activity. 

Wilfred Noyce had half finished 
this ambitious project when he 
was killed in the Pamirs in 1962. 
It was left to Rhodesian climber 
Ian McMorrin to complete the 
work. The editors have sought to 
portray the world's mountains 
and their climbing history with 
maps, photographs, factual 
description and historical account. 
Helped by a team of eminent 
collaborators, they have split the 
world into sections, presenting 
an interesting and informative 
analysis of each area. In such a 
comprehensive work, encom
passing thousands of facts, one 
can inevitably find weaknesses, 
though these are of minimal 
importance when compared to 
the book's overall success. 

The mountains are depicted 
cartographically in three different 
ways. Firstly, general continental 
maps show the positions of 
major peaks and towns, the 
spinal flow of each mountain 
system being shaded. Important 
climbing areas are then 
presented in detail, mostly with 
vague representational maps in 
which the relief is picked out by 
an overall green tint ; some areas 
are covered in the more familiar 
line style - less representational 
perhaps, but far more effective 
for pinpointing the exact 
positions of ridges and peaks. 
One or two important areas in 
Europe and the Andes have been 
omitted. 

The black and white photographs 
are for the most part pictorially 
dull {though one can scarcely 
blame the editors for this), and 
even superb printing has failed to 
improve the scores of mediocre 

snapshots which have had to be 
used for the sake of complete
ness. Nevertheless, the editors 
do not entirely escape criticism: 
the coverage of Everest with 
three measly photographs is 
unforgivable, and Kanchenjunga 
- surely a venue of the future -
receives only distant treatment 
which reveals little important 
detail. The same remark can be 
made about the treatment given 
to other important peaks for 
which fine photographs are 
easily available. Several 
celebrated peaks in the Andes 
and Patagonia have been totally 
omitted. 

The twenty-five colour plates, 
while beautifully printed, have 
been selected rather arbitrarily. 
On the whole, many important 
photos are too small, while 
unimportant ones have often 
received splash treatment. 

The factual coverage appears to 
be virtually complete. I found no 
major omissions and only a few 
minor ones. 

The historical coverage and 
interpretation of each area 
reveal the book's strengths and 
weaknesses most pointedly. 
Noyce stands out as a masterful 
researcher, his sections on the 
Greater Himalaya and the Alps 
being particularly rewarding. But 
prejudices creep in: references 
to the Eiger Nordwand climbers 
as the 'Piton School' seem very 
outdated and inappropriate. 
McMorrin's survey of climbing in 
Africa, and George Lowe's on 
Australasia, filled in some big 
gaps in my knowledge. Kim 
Meldrum (Andes), and Eric 
Shipton (Patagonia), have rather 
underwritten their sections, 
the latter placing too little stress 
on climbing and giving pride of 
place to exploration. 

Running through the book is a 
constant undercurrent of 
reluctance to accept modern 
climbing: awkwardness in 
harmonizing the old and the new 
is the chief weakness. Despite 
its conservative attitude, 
however, the World Atlas ranks 
as the most important general 
reference book on mountains 
and mountaineering ever 
published. I for one am very 
gratefu I for that. 
Ken Wilson 

YHA Sales in London are already well known for their winter 
sports and ski mountaineering gear. Now YHA Sales in 
Birmingham and Manchester are offering the same wide range 
of high quality clothing and equipment - plus a ski boot hire 
service for personal callers only (we regret this service is not 
available in London). 

• UYHASales 
29 John Adam Street, London W.C.2 
35 Cannon Street, Birmingham 2 
36/38 Fountain Street, Manchester 2 

Too far away? Write for free catalogues Equipment 
for Skiers and Equipment for Climbers and Cavers and order 
by post. 
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2 great products from our 
1970 range ... 'Alpine' Duvet & 
new 'Norse/and' sleeping bag. 
Just two products from our vast 1970 range of equipment to suit both Campers and 
Climbers. The new 'Norseland' sleeping bag has been tested over and over again for 
strength and reliability while its counterpart the Alpine Duvet proved its worth during 1969 
and has been retained for the 1970 season. 

'Norseland' Sleeping Bag. A new addition 
to the already famous Icelandic range, has 
a unique overlapping tube construction 
filled with the best quality down. Cover in 
down proof Nylon . £12.19.6. 

Alpine Duvet Jacket with generous over
lapping and useful pockets, made from 
highest quality materials using both zip and 
velcro fastening. Downfilled hood is com
pletely detachable. Red only. £18.19.6. 

air• BLACKS OF 
· I/IIIIIT6/1Ji.. GREEN OCK 

(BLACK & EDGINGTON LTD.) 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE PORT GLASGOW and 

RUXLEY CORNER SIDCUP KENT. 

Write now for FREE Good Companions colour catalogue or visit any of Blacks branches:-

London, Birmingham, Glasgow, Leeds, Manchester, Nottingham, Sheffield , Stoke-on-Trent and Sutton, 
Surrey. New South Western Branch, Outdoor Centre, Colston Street, Bristol BS99 7 AZ. 

when in 
Wales ■■■ 

do as the natives do ! 
The group of keen climbers resident in North 
Wales, grows every year and a large proportion 
of them rely on Joe for their equipment. 

They know they will get the best, most up
to-date gear (Joe is still at the hub of 
climbing developments) and the 
benefit of his experience. 

Call and see for yourself our 
large selection of equipment 
and clothing for climbing, 
mountaineering and 
camping. 

Open 9 - 6 p.m. 
weekdays and 
Saturday. 
10- 12 noon 
Sunday. 
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- and if you cannot come to 
Wales for a while, send for our 
Mail Order Price List instead. 

MENAI HALL, 
LLANBERIS, 
NORTH WALES 
Tel. Llanberis 327 



Gollies 
These climbing boots have been made on a very exact
ing last. The heel grip and grip around the forepart 
make the wearer's foot one strong unit. The toes are 
kept comfortable with the use of the full length lace 
system and soft toe puff. 
The upper is made of a blue split leather, backed with 
a strong laminate of rubberised cotton duckcloth. The 
sole and the rand are of a high quality rubber, the rand 
being chamfered flush with the upper at the top edge. 

This rubber is currently being used on Admiralty wet 
deck footwear and has passed stringent tests. Nickel 
plated brass eyelets are used. 
As in all smooth-soled rock boots, the sole has no 
additional stiffeners. It relies only on the rigidity of the 
sole and insole materials. The rigidity of the Gollies 
tends to be more than that of the E.B. French boot but 
not as great as that of the R.D.'s. The boots are 
available in Continental sizes from 36 to 46. 

PRICE £5-19-6 postage paid 

Ellis Brigham 
12-14 Cathedral Street Manchester M4 3FU 
061-834 0161 

Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street Liverpool L 1 4H D 
051-ROYal 6912 

Mountaineering and Rock Climbing Specialists 

© Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited, Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. 102A Westbourne Grove, London, W.2. 



Fisher 
POSTAL SERVICE 

Borrowdale Road Keswick 
Tel. 72178 

Where else cou Id you get a 
Duvet at this price - Down 
Filled - Outer and Inners of 
first-class nylon. It must be 
seen to be believed. 

Call in and try one on. 

£9.9.0. 
Send by Post 

e 
Fishers introduce their New Duvet 

Send for one now on seven days 

approval. Price £9.9.0. 
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