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Jack Street leading The Promontary 
Traverse, on Cromford's Black Rocks. 
Photo: Leo Dickenson 

The I Road to the 
Peak' Goes Thro' 
Sheffield 

Outdoor People now have easier 
and quicker access to the Peak 
District from the East and South , 
using the M1 Motorway. 
Whether you are travelling from 
Leeds, Nottingham or London, 
be sure to look us up when 
passing through Sheffield. 
Ask to see our full range of 
equipment for the Rock Climber, 
Mountaineer, Walker and Skier. 
We are always pleased to give 
advice on local areas and Stanage 
Edge is only 20 mins away. 
Send now for our fully illustrated 
60 page Catalogue the complete 
guide to all your equipment and 
Climbing gear. 

2 High Court 
High Street Sheffield 
Telephone Sheffield 27525 
also agent: Mike Cha/win, Glenbrittle, Skye 



Annapurna 
The Ultimate 
Now a Reality 

PIDDISPDRTS 
14-18 HOLBORN, E.C.1. 373-375 UXBRIDGE ROAD, ACTON, W.3. 1098 WHITGIFT CENTRE, CROYDON. 
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A great New winter holiday idea ... 

A peak in Los Castellets. 

THE CLIMBING 

GO 
ROCKCLIMBING 

IN THE 
SPANISH 
SIERRAS! 

INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS 

BY AIR FROM £29 

Within 45 minutes of your comfortable hotel by the sea in Benidorm on Spain 's sunny 
Costa Blanca is a superb variety of climbing and rambling country. 

Dominated by the 5,000ft. Sierra Aitana peak, the range of mountains parallel with the coast 
offers exciting climbing in five separate areas on more than a dozen peaks. Depending on the 
route taken, there are numerous easy and short climbs or more challenging routes (Grades 
Ill and IV plus) for experienced climbers, including numerous unclimbed routes of Grade VI. 

Whichever route you choose to the top you'll enjoy magnificent mountain and coastal 
views and it will be a pleasant change to do some winter climbing in warm sunshine - this is 
one of the sunniest areas in the whole Mediterranean. 

For some reason this area has remained undiscovered by climbers from Britain. So you can 
blaze some new trails and be among the first to pioneer the exploration of this delightful area. 
(There will be an editorial article appearing in the September issue of this magazine) . Maps 
can be obtained through the Ministereo del Ejercito, Prim, 8 Madrid. 

THE HOLIDAY 
Clarksons, Britain 's leading tour operator, offer you a choice of nine hotels to stay at in the 

lovely resort of Benidorm. If you want to relax for a day or two or if anyone holidaying with 
you is a non-climber, there's no better place to soak up the sun it's a holiday for the 
whole family! 

These holidays are fantastic value for money. Look what they include! Day flights by 
jet from London or Manchester to Alicante, coach transfer to Benidorm, full board accom
modation at your chosen Clarkson Appointed hotel with 4 course meals (1 week holidays even 
include free wine and coffee). All hotels have swimming pools and most have evening 
entertainments. Every bedroom has private bath, w .c. and balcony at no extra charge. And 
every holiday is Guaranteed by Clarksons. 

INCLUSIVE PRICES: 
From London: 1 week from £29. 2 weeks from £37. 
Departures : Weekly from 29th November to 13th December and 3- 31 st January, 1971 . 
From Manchester: 3 weeks from £42. 4 weeks from £49. 
Departures : 29th November and 3rd January, 1971 . 

Note.-These holidays do not include any special provision for climbers, although Clarksons 
local representatives will be glad to help and advise in every way. You will need to take your 
own climbing equipment (Baggage allowance is 44lb.) and you ~ - - - __ - ~ 
can hire a car inexpensively in Benidorm. I :~a~clarksons, Dept. WS 207. Box 563, London, S.W.11 . 

For further details and a copy of .Clarksons Winter Sun Please send me your free Winter Sun colour 
Holiday brochure post the coupon now, or see your local I brochure with details of holidays in Benidorm. I 
Travel Agent. 

Name ..... ..... ...... ......... ......... .. ..... .. .... ............... .. .. ................... .. . ,..10---kC!unC! Address ···· ················ ·· ······················ ···· ············ ·· ······· ············· ·· 

~ I u u L ···=···=--·==···==···=···=:·--=-' 
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CAMPING. CLIMBING, SKI-ING EQUIPMENT 

TEBBUTT'S 
North-East Lancashire's Climbers' Shop 

All leading makes of equipment stocked. Call in and browse round. 
35 Market Place, Wednesbury, Staffs. 

J. & J. KIRKHAM (Ample free parking . Map with pleasure) . 

Phone 021 556 0802. Late Night Fridays 8 p .m . 

VERY WIDE RANGE PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE 

"THE MOUNTAIN SHOP", 133 DUCKWORTH ST. DARWEN 
TEL. 72987 

.. 
< .. .., 
0 

SELF-ASSURED 

modele 
SUPER GUIDE R. D. 

SUPER R. D. 
A high mountain boot designed to Desmaison·s instructions. Special double 
tanned reversed waterproof one piece upper and tongue. Padded ankles 
and inner tongue. Fully leather lined. Waterproof welts. Stiffened sole. 
Special rubber Jannu climbing soles and heels. One pair of size 7 weighs 
80 ozs, Sizes 7-11. 

Self-assurance here means safety, 
efficiency, comfort and depends to 
a large extent of the boots that 
you are wearing. 

"SUPER R. D." is one model in the 
GALIBIER RP range - designed and 
manufactured with advice of world
famous specialist: 
Rene DESMAISON Galibier 

you are "sure-footed • 

Information R.P. M 9 : and depositaries lists on request 

RICHARD-PQf'-ITVERT S. A. B.P. n° 4 
38 IZEAUX FRANCE Tel. : 4et42 
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Whether you are a social climber, or you prefer to climb alone, the 'Everest' 
is an essential companion for every mountaineer. 

r-------, 
I To Survey and General Instrument Co. Ltd. 1 Fircroft Way, Edenbridge, Kent. This pocket sized Altimeter gives peak accuracy and reliability. It provides 

readings in 25ft intervals up to 18,000ft. I Please send me your brochure on the Thommen 1 Altimeter. 
The precision mechanism has 19 jewelled bearings and is fully shock resistant. 

The instrument is recommended by the Royal Geographical Society, and was 
used on the successfu I ascent of Everest. 

I NAME............................................. I 
ADDRESS 

Complete the coupon for an illustrated brochure. 

0 SURVEY & GENERAL INSTRUMENT CO. LTD. 
$ffll Fircroft Way, Edenbridge, Kent. 

::I Tel: Edenbridge, 2434 (STD Code 0732-71) 
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BRADFORD & BARNSLEY 
ARE 

Where you will find P. & S. OUTDOOR SHOPS 

Specialists in all mountaineering equipment. 

Sole distributors of the P. & S. SPECIAL mountain 
tent. At £15.12.6 plus 10/6 postage, this tent offers the 
finest value for money obtainable. 

The new MARK 11 has been chosen for use on four 
major expeditions last year, including the British 
Andean Expedition and The Manchester Hindu Kush 
Expedition. The price includes S/1 /G Sheet and down 
to earth Flysheet, total weight approx. 15½ lb. 

Stockists of Troll and a wide range of Specialist equip
ment. Ropes by Edelrid, Edlewies, Viking and all Clog 
Gear etc. 

P.&S. OUTDOOR SHOPS 
4 & 6 ALLERTON ROAD, 

FOUR LANE ENDS, BRADFORD. 
Telephone 47108 

71A GODWIN STREET, JIRADFORD. 
Telephone 21998 

Also at our new Centre 

P. & S. CAMPING CENTRE (BARNSLEY) LTD. 
OLD MILL LANE, BARNSLEY. 

Telephone 5838 

I ........................................................ I 
I .................................................. .................................................. I 

M7 I ______ _. 

THE 
ALPINE 
CENTRE 
CLIMBING & MOUNTAINEERING 

EQUIPMENT 

193 CHURCH ST. BLACKPOOL 
TEL: 24307 



&et 
~anelf 

into 
toppar! 

WHEN THE GOINGS ----- CRASH HATS 
TOUGH ONLY THE Including New 
BEST EQUIPMENT WILL Compton Climber 
SEE YOU THROUGH. Mark 2. 

We at LO. Mountain 
Centre pride ourselves of BOOTS 
the very high standards An outstanding 
we maintain in the equip- range for Walking / 

ment we sell - tested and Climbing by 

approved by our own 

~ 
S.C.A.R.P.A. 

experienced staff to 
ensure dependability ' 

' 

and quality at the right ROPES 

price. ~~ 
Made to U.I.A.A. 
Specification by 

Whatever your needs 
Edelweiss, Edelrid 

consult the experts our 
and Viking. 

selection is vast our 
advice is free. 

TOP GEAR FROM THE EXPERTS 
Write for brochure 

LD Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 

Tel, 23417 20165 22139, 

Mountain 
Number 10 July 1970 

Price: U.K. Three shillings and ninepence U.S. One dollar 

Information Page 

A New World Camelot Steve Komito Page 

Eiger : 
Projections and reflections Dougal Haston Page 

Margins of Safety Harold Drasdo Page 

Equipment Notes Dave Pearce Page 

Tom Patey is dead Paul Nunn Page 

New Books Page 

Cover photograph. The third ascent of the North Face of 
Les Droites in the French Alps. Photo: Helmut Wagner 

Editor, Ken Wilson . Sub- Editors, Mike and Lucy Pearson. Technical 
Editor, Dave Pearce. American Editor, Chris Jones. Book Reviews, 
Brian Fuller and Paul Nunn. 

Chris Bonington, Robin Campbell, Leo Dickinson, Allen Fyffe, 
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22 
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31 

Ian Roper, Audrey Salkeld, Doug Scott and Chris Wright (British Isles). 
John Ewbank and Chris Baxter (Australia) . John Amatt, Dick Culbert and 
Brian Greenwood (Canada) . Kamel Guha (India). Peter Habeler (Austria) . 
Alan Heppenstall (Italy) . Mick Burke and Dougal Haston 
(Switzerland) . Alex Bertulis, Ken Boche, Yvon Chouinard, Steve 
Hackett, Grace Hoeman, Steve Komito and George Lowe (United States). 

Mountain is published and owned by the Youth Hostels Association 
(England and Wales). 

Mountain is published every two months. January, March, May, July, 
September, November. Subscription rates : British Isles £1 1 Os. 0d. 
Overseas : £1 15s. 0d. or $4.50 for six issues, post free. 
All correspondence, editorial and advertising to : 
MOUNTAIN MAGAZINES Ltd. 102a Westbourne Grove, London W2. 
phone : 01-229 1817. 

Price Increase 
One of an editor's most onerous duties is to announce a 
price increase to his readers. In this case the size of the 
increase makes the task yet more disagreeable. From 
September the price of Mountain will be five shillings per 
copy. The yearly subscription rates will increase forthwith. 
United Kingdom 30 shillings, United States and Canada 
4.50 dollars, all other countries 35 shillings. The retail price 
in the United States will remain at one dollar. 

All existing one year subscriptions will be honoured and 
readers will receive the full six issues. Long running 
subscriptions will be readjusted to the new rates. 

The reasons for this increase are twofold . Firstly, extra 
revenue is needed in order to maintain our precariously 
balanced budget in the face of rising printing and distribution 
costs. Secondly, we need to provide strong foundations for 
future expansion. Your support, your helpful comments and 
a 40% increase in circulation in 18 months have clearly 
demonstrated that you appreciate the type of magazine 
that is evolving. We trust that you will continue to support 
and encourage us despite this unwelcome increase. 
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Information 
Llotse-Shar climbed - New routes on Annapurna and Makalu. 
High expedition death toll - Fourteen die in Himalayan1 

accidents - Fourteen Czech climbers killed in the Peruvian Earthquake. 

GREATER HIMALAYA 
NEPAL 
Annapurna: South Face 
Chris Bonington's Anglo 
American expedition made the 
first ascent of the face in late 
May. The final line deviated little 
from that originally proposed; 
as expected it contained 
sections of great technical 
difficulty. Over the lower third 
of the face, the route followed 
an ice arete, which took nearly 
a month to climb. Boysen, 
Clough and Estcourt all led hard 
sections here (ice, grade 5; 
rock, grade 5 inf.). Camp 4 was 
established on the arete at 
21,300ft, and Bonington and 
Haston eventually broke through 
to the snowfields half-way up 
the face in early May. The 
barrier of ice walls in this 
section was overcome by 
Whillans' fine route finding, 
coupled with a powerful lead 
by Haston. Camp 5 (22,750ft.) 
was established below the 
2,000ft. rock band which bars 
the complete face. From the 
photos, a long rock couloir 
seemed the most feasible way 
through the band, but close 
inspection revealed a better way 
to the left. The going was never
theless hard: Burke and Frost 
completed some very difficult 
climbing before reaching the top 
of the Flatiron (a buttress half
way up the band). This section 
was very reminiscent of the 
Eiger - steep icefields separated 
by even steeper rock walls 
(grade 4 and 5 inf.). Haston and 
Whillans established Camp 6 
near the top of the band at 
24,000ft. From here a 70° snow 
couloir led up to the intended 
site for Camp 7. While searching 
for a suitable site Whillans and 
Haston found themselves so 
close to the summit that they 
pushed on (un-roped), in 
extreme cold, to the top. The 
final section, 50ft. of vertical ice 
plastered rock drew complaints 
from the hard Scotsman about 
"the length of Whillans' neck". 
A second attempt, by Burke and 
Frost, was foiled by fatigue, and 
the party evacuated the 
mountain in the face of the 
imminent mons::ion. 
This was a fine team effort, with 
all eight lead climbers combining 
their talents to pull off the most 
difficult Himalayan climb yet 
achieved. Surprisingly, only 
three bottles of oxygen were 
used throughout. 

Ian Clough killed 
The final stages of the project 
were overshadowed by the death 
of Ian Clough, who was caught 
in a serac avalanche below 
Camp 2. A full obituary by 
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Chris Bonington will appear in 
the next issue of Mountain 
together with details of a 
projected fund for Clough's family. 

Annapurna: French route 
The Army Mountaineering 
Association expedition made the 
second ascent of the route in 
mid-May. Over-frequent 
avalanches sweeping down the 
Sickle Glacier caused the team 
to attempt a route via the N.E. 
Buttress. But here the way was 
blocked by an ice tower at 
20,336ft, and the climbers were 
forced to return and make the 
ascent via the glacier. While the 
Buttress camps were being 
evacuated an avalanche hit a 
party of five, injuring Richard 
Summerton who sustained bad 
bruising and cracked ribs. The 
summit was reached by Henry Day 
and Gerry Owens on May 20th. 

Annapurna 3 (24,857ft.) 
A Japanese ladies· expedition 
climbed the peak on May 19th. 
Hiroko Hirakana (30) and 
Zujunk Tadya (31) reached the 
summit accompanied by two 
sherpas. 

Annapurna 4 (24,688ft.) 
A Japanese party from Kwansei 
University made the third ascent 
of the peak on April 25th. 
Everest (29,0ZSft.) 
A total of 78 Japanese climbers 
and skiers swarmed over 
Everest this season. 
The skiers succeeded in their 
objective. Yuichiro Muira skied 
down the full length of the 
Llotse Face from the South Col. 
on May 6th. Wh en travelling at 
nearly 100 m.p.h. Muira opened 
a parachute to check his speed, 
but at 23,600ft. the wind upset 
his balance and he hit some 
boulders. After sliding nearly 
600ft., he came to a halt, 
unconscious but otherwise 
unhurt, just short of a big crevasse . 
On May 11th, Teruo Matsuura 
and Naomi Urmara made the 
first Japanese ascent of the peak 
by the original route. They were 
followed a day later by another 
pair. The final camp was 
reported to be only 300ft. below 
the summit. 
The South Face party, led by a 
72-year-old veteran, was less 
successful and has made little 
progress due to the small amount 
of snow on the face. On May 2nd 
the 25,000ft. level had been 
reached. One interesting innova
tion addpted by the party concerns 
oxygen equipment. The second 
man carries all cylinders while 
the leader is fed by a 
connecting tube. 
During the whole Japanese 
Everest venture no fewer than 
eight sherpas have died in 
accidents on the Khumbu icefall. 

Llotse-Shar (27,504ft.) 
Austrians Josef Mayerl and Rolf 
Walter made the first ascent on 
May 12th, via the East Ridge. The 
other members of the expedition 
also reached the summit later. 
Tragedy struck on the descent, 
however, when an Austrian and 
a sherpa were killed. 
Makalu (27,790ft.) 
Hajimi Tanake and Vuichi Osaki 
made the first ascent of the 
difficult South East Ridge on 
May 23rd. 
The first Japanese pair, T. Goto 
and Y. Kawaguchi, had 
abandoned their attempt the 
previous day; after bivouacking at 
26,000ft. they returned suffering 
from snow blindness. 
Unconfirmed reports state that 
several sherpas were killed 
during the ascent. 
Himalchuli (25,801ft.) 
All members of a Dutch expedi
tion reached the summit on four 
successive days in early May. 
The peak was first climbed by 
the Japanese in 1960. 

BHUTAN 
Chomo Lhari (23,930ft.) 
An Indian Army expedition 
climbed the peak, whose first 
ascent was made by Spencer
Chapman and Sherpa Pasang in 
1937. The second summit party, 
two Indians and a sherpa, never 
returned. A helicopter search 
revealed no trace of the climbers. 

HINDU KUSH 
Thui2 
Permission was refused to the 
British expedition, but granted 
to a Japanese team at the last 
moment. 
Koh-i-Bandaka (22,500ft.) 
Whybrow's disappointed Thui 2 
team transferred its attentions to 
the East Face of Bandaka - said 
to be the biggest remaining 
problem of the Hindu Kush. 
Tirich Mir: East Peak 
(25,236ft.) 
A Munich expedition is at 
present attempting the un
climbed East Ridge, under the 
leadership of Stefan Rausch. 
Correspondents: Dingle, Salkeld 
and Bonington 

THE ANDES 
The Peruvian Earthquake 
Huaras and Yungay, the two 
most important towns in the 
Cordillera Blanca, have been 
completely devastated. A group 
of fourteen Czech climbers, was 
killed on Nevado Huascaran 
during the earthquake, and 
mountaineering in the Blanca 
has been rendered impossible 
for the rest of the season. 
Communications to the 
Cordillera Huayhuash have also 
been seriously disrupted. 

THE ALPS 
Accidents in the Italian Alps 
There were 267 accidents in the 
1969 season. 403 people were 
involved: of these, 93 died and 
100 were badly injured. 10% of 
all accidents took place on hard 
routes (Grade 5 or 6) . 

WINTER 1969/70 

Eiger: Harlin Route 
Despite our misinformed report 
to the contrary (Mountain 9), 
the Japanese party made the 
second ascent of this route 
between February 7th and 
March 18th, in atrocious weather. 
The six Tokyo climbers, led by 
Jiri Endo, siege-climbed the 
route with the aid of 6,000ft. of 
fixed rope. Their total equipment 
weighed 1 ½ tons. 
Bernina Group 
Four Italian climbers made the 
first winter traverse of Piz Roseg, 
Piz Scerscen and Piz Bernina 
in December. 
Weisshorn: N.E. Face 
The first winter ascent was made 
in January by Swiss climbers 
Paul Etter, Uli Gantenbein, and 
Andreas and Ernst Scherrer. 
They made one bivouac. 
Grivola: N.E. Face 
In January, Italians Alessandro 
Gogna, Leo Cerutti, di Pietro, 
Macchetto and Calvagno made 
the first winter ascent of this 
impressive ice face in the Gran 
Paradiso group. They made one 
bivouac just below the summit. 
Crozzon di Brenta: 
Detassis Route 
First winter ascent - climbers 
unknown. 

NORTH AMERICA 
ALASKA 
Mt. McKinley (20,320ft.) 
A party from Oregon reached the 
summit in April, using the 
West Flank of the South Face. 
But disaster struck on the descent 
when Gerald Smith, the 
expedition's leader, and John 
Luz slipped at 13,000ft. and 
fell 2,000ft. to their death on the 
Kalitna Glacier. 
Mt. Dall 
An Alaskan party, comprising 
Steve Hackett, Grace Hoeman 
and Ned Lewis, failed within 
700ft. of the summit of this 
difficult peak in the Alaska 
range. They were trapped by a 
storm for five days before Don 
Sheldon could fly them out. The 
mountain has repulsed several 
previous attempts. 
Mt. Starland (10,31 Sft.) 
Another Oregon team, con
sisting of Nicolai, Johann, Price
Zimmerman and Simonitch, made 
the first ascent of this peak. 



Five die in one of America's worst climbing accidents - New route on 
El Capitan - Ski descents of difficult Alpine ice climbs 

They had originally intended to 
climb Mt. Hayes by a new route, 
but were turned back by bad 
weather. 
Mt. Marcus Baker (13,250ft.) 
An Anchorage group failed to 
make the first winter ascent of 
the highest peak in the Chugach 
Mountains. 
Peak 6,620ft. 
Grace Hoeman made the first 
ascent (solo) using the S.E. 
Face and the East Ridge, after 
three unsuccessful attempts by 
the S. W. Ridge. The mountain is 
in the Talkeetna group. 
Ski-ing Expeditions 
At the time of going to press, 
two ski-ing expeditions were in 
the field . On Mt. McKinley, a 
star-studded team of speed 
skiers and climbers is hoping to 
climb the West Buttress and 
ski down it. On Mt. Logan, in 
Canada, another Alaskan group, 
led by Sepp Weber, hopes to ski 
down the first ascent route. 

CANADA 
British Columbia: 
Squamish Chief 
Givler and Hargis completed the 
Black Dike Route (see Mountain 
9) . A second ascent, led by Dan 
Reid, confirmed this route as 
one of the hardest grade 6 
climbs in the Northwest. 

MONTANA 
Mt. Cleveland disaster 
Montana: hardly the last word 
in American mountaineering, yet 
the scene of one of the United 
States· worst climbing accidents. 
Five mountaineers vanished on 
their Christmas vacation 
expedition to Mount Cleveland 
(10,400ft.), the highest peak in 
Glacier National Park, just south 
of the Canadian border. 
Three of them, Clare Pogreba, 
Ray Martin and Jerry Kanzler, 
were exceptionally fine rock 
climbers. The other two, Jim 
Anderson and Mark Levitan, 
were less experienced but very 
enthusiastic. 
Mount Cleveland, like many 
other peaks in Glacier Park, has 
a steep, 4,000ft., unclimbed 
north face. The group decided to 
camp below the face at Christ
mas, planning to climb it if 
conditions were good, but 
otherwise to do the standard 
west side route. 
On their arrival, they found 
amazingly good conditions. 
Only a foot of snow lay at the 
base, and temperatures were well 
above zero. Yet they apparently 
decided not to attempt the 
north face. It certainly would 
have been one of the more 
audacious winter climbs on 
record in the United States had 
they pulled it off. 

Although they knew the less 
steep west side would normally 
be a place of high avalanche 
hazard, it must have seemed 
inconceivable that any real 
danger could exist under the 
conditions prevailing at the 
time. Think of it: one foot of 
snow, accumulated over several 
months. Who would have 
guessed that local wind patterns 
had created unstable, 30-inch 
slabs at the 8,500ft. level? It may 
have been one of those slabs 
that took their lives. At the 
base of the west face, among 
avalanche debris, were found a 
rucksack and a parka belonging 
to different members of the party. 
Extensive probing yielded 
nothing more. 

YOSEMITE 
Spring season, 1970 
The Heart Direct, Kroger and 
Davies·s new route on El 
Capitan, takes a fine line directly 
up the S.W. Face, crossing the 
Salathe Wall at half height. Of 
the existing routes, North 
American Wall had a fourth 
ascent in four days by George 
Lowe and Don Peterson, 
Salathe Wall was climbed in 
four days by Doug Scott and 
Austrian ace Peter Habeler, and 
the Nose had some half-dozen 
ascents, including one by top 
Austrian rock climbers Leo 
Schlommer and Peter Perner. 
Toni Hiebeler, the globe-trotting 
editor of Alpinismus, visited the 
Valley and, having climbed with 
Robbins, was very impressed. 
He is reported as saying that the 
standards of rock climbing in 
the United States and Britain 
are well ahead of those on the 
continent. Super U.S. issues of 
Alpinismus are expected to 
result from his visit. 
A welcome trend - possibly a 
reaction to the heaving and 
hammering on the big walls -
has been the renewed interest in 
shorter free climbs. The 
establishment of a new grade 
(5.11) is regarded as a necessity, 
following Jim Bridwell's ascent 
of New Dimensions. This has 
two very hard pitches which are 
considered to be the hardest 
free climbing yet done in 
Yosemite. But reputations are 
made to be broken. 
An Englishman in Yosemite 
Doug Scott's experiences in 
adjusting to Yosemite c limbing 
during a short holiday in the 
Valley are particularly interesting 
in view of his familiarity with 
European aid climbing. During a 
five-week period, he completed 
a good selection of routes. These 
comprised a number of short 
climbs, including Triple Peak 
on Reid's Pinnacle (5.10) with 

George Homer, several grade.5's, 
including the Harding Route ·on 
the Leaning Tower and the 
Salathe/ Steck on the Sentinel, 
and finally the Salathe Wall with 
Peter Habeler (who was also 
on his first visit to the Valley). 
Scott, who was very fit when he 
arrived, was thus able to make 
some interesting comparisons 
between Yosemite and European 
climbing. 
In aid climbing, he found that 
his organization and general 
speed on consecutive artificial 
pitches improved considerably 
but, on the climbs he accom
plished, his pegging technique 
was perfectly adequate. 
In free climbing, he found the 
wide jamming cracks particularly 
strenuous and unnerving, despite 
a solid background of gritstone 
climbing. After a few days, 
however, he developed an 
effective and economical style 
of tackling them. P.A.s were 
perfectly adequate for the 
shorter climbs, and boots served 
for the longer ones. Scott, like 
many other British climbers, left 
the Valley with a high regard 
for the climbs, the standards, 
and the cordiality of the 
American climbers. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION 
Eagle Rock Spire 
Rock climbing on the spectacular 
spires of the Colorado River 
Plateau has recently been 
curtailed by an uprising of the 
braves of the Navajo Tribe on 
whose lands most of the towers 
are situated. 
In spite of a threat of savage 
retribution, Fred Beckey and 
Eric Bjornstadt succeeded in 
making a first ascent of Eagle 
Rock Spire (450ft) near 
Monument Valley in Southern 
Utah. The climb consisted mainly 
of difficult artificial work and 
required about 50 expansion 
pitons and 50 expansion bolts. 

SIERRA NEVADA 
Lone Pine Peak 
Beckey and Bjornstadt also 
made another route on the 
South Face of Lone Pine Peak. 
The three-day climb took a line 
to the left of the Jones/Rowell 
route. Further to the west, 
Joe Faint, Chris Jones and 
Galen Rowell climbed the fine 
South Face of Peak 13,016ft. 
(Grade 5). 
Hetch Hetchy Dome: 
South Face 
Galen Rowell and Chris Jones 
made the first ascrnt, after an 
abortive attempt the previous 
week with Joe Faint. (Grade 5, 
5.9, A3). 
Correspondents: Jones, Bertulis, 
Komito. Callis and Hoeman 

EXTREME SKI-ING 
On March 9th, Swiss skier 
Sylvain Saudan made a ski 
descent from the summit of the 
Eiger, via the West Flank. 
Saudan, who comes from 
Martigny, has made a 
number of impressive ski 
descents in the Alps. He has 
also skied in Canada and New 
Zealand, and has always been 
attracted to the idea of ski- i ng in 
high mountain regions. 
Saudan made his first major 
descent in September 1967, 
when he skied down the 
Spencer Couloir, Aig. de 
Blaitiere (800ft, average angle 
51 °); the next summer it was 
the Whymper Couloir on Aig. 
Verte (50- 55 °), and the 
Gervasutti Couloir on Mont 
Blanc du Tacul (45-55 °). 
In June 1969, he made perhaps 
the most spectacular descent of 
his career - the Marinelli 
Couloir on Monte Rosa. Saudan 
admits that this was a particularly 
unnerving descent. Normally, 
he says, in the early stages of a 
descent he can secure himself 
with a top rope, but this was not 
possible on the Marinelli. From 
the Silbersattel, he was quite 
unable to see the couloir, its 
start being concealed by the 
cornice. He had to hack his way 
through the latter and then 
launch himself, blindly and 
irrevocably, hoping that he'd hit 
the right place for the descent. 
Lower down, it was necessary 
to make a very delicate traverse 
above an 8,000ft. drop - all on 
ski, since without a rope he 
couldn't unbuckle the skis, or 
even bend down to adjust the 
bindings. It's at times like this, 
says Saudan, that you feel very 
alone on the mountain. Last year, 
Saudan deserted the more or 
less cramped conditions of the 
couloirs for a big ice face, the 
formidable, 3,500ft. North Face 
of the Aig de Bionnassay. This 
year, it was the Eiger West Flank 
- some 5,500ft, with an average 
gradient of 45 °. 
There can be no margin for 
error on a ski descent, and 
Saudan plans his exploits 
carefully; he makes detailed 
studies of weather, temperature 
and snow conditions, and may 
wait weeks or even months for 
exactly the right day. On his 
descent, he is likely to meet 
any type of snow and even 
blank ice; to cope with these 
contingencies, he chooses a 
robust metal ski, one that is 
both fast and pliant. 
Saudan is not the only exponent 
of extreme ski-ing in the Alps 
today. Austrians Kurt Lapuch 
and Manfred Oberegger have 
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made similarly hair- raising 
descents. Together, they have 
come down the 1,500ft. ice face 
of the Grossen Wiesbachhorn 
(65 ° in places) . They also 
descended the Monte Rosa 
East Face, the largest ice face in 
the Alps, from the 
Zumsteinspitze to the Marinelli 
Hut - 6,500ft., tilted at 50 °- 55 °, 
in just two hours! 
In the Himalayas, the much 
publicized Japanese ski expedi 
tion is currently active on 
Everest's South Col. In some 
respects, the expedition stands 
as a monument to technological 
prowess. Not only are spe.eds 
recorded, but computers trace 
the exact, most advantageous 
route to be followed, and also 
reveal the health and condition 
of the skiers. Automatic 
parachutes arrest or slow down 
the progress when speeds become 
excessive, and wireless sets 
keep the skiers in touch with 
Base Camp at 17,800ft. The 
maestro of this expedition is 
Yuichiro Miura, 36, a professional 
skier who has been ski-ing since 
he was three. Muira holds the 
world's downhill record with a 
speed of over 1 00km. per hour ; 
he has skied down Mount Fuji 
covering the 3km. distance in 
90 seconds, using a parachute 
to brake his descent, and has 
attempted slopes in Alaska, 
Mexico, Australia and New 
Zealand. Newspaper reports 
attribute a speed of 94 m.p.h. 
to one of Muira's runs on the 
South Col. 
This is not the first time that skis 
have been taken to Everest. 
In 1955, Norman Dyhrenfurth 's 
Expedition took skis to 21,000ft, 
ski-ing not only in the West 
Basin, but also through the 
notorious Khum bu icefall ; the 
skiers on this occasion were 
Erwin Schneider, the well-known 
Austrian cartographer, and Dr. 
Bruno Spirig, a Swiss climber. 
In 1964, an ill-fated German 
expedition took skis to 26,500ft. 
on Cho Oyu; the mountain was 
climbed, but two members died 
on the way down. 
Correspondent: Audrey Salkeld 

SPAIN 
Sunbaked beaches, 
virgin cliffs 
Winter in Britain : bleak, rainy 
and cold ; fickle snow condi 
tions, greasy crags. Picture 
yourself on sunbaked beaches, 
surrounded by bronzed females, 
luscious food . .. and with a 
selection of 1,000ft. cliffs just 
pleading for new routes to be 
discovered. Such a place exists -
on the Costa Blanca in Spain . 
Surprise, surprise - an enter
prising holiday firm has organized 
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a series of tours for climbers 
and walkers to visit the Spanish 
Sierras throughout the winter. 
Clarkson's Tours sent instructors 
Brian Royle, Kim Meldrum and 
Dennis Gray to report on the 
area's climbing potential. They 
brought back tal es of big cliffs 
with only a handful of routes 
and bags of scope for more. 
The hill -walking and scrambling 
w ere also found to be of high 
quality, with several sections 
comparabl e to the Cuillin Ridg e. 
The prices seem reasonable, so 
the Costa Blanca certainly 
appears to be a good bet for 
improving the winter season. 

BRITISH ISLES 
SCOTLAND 
Ice climbing technique 
The past winter season has been 
notable not only for the con 
siderable amount of new climbing, 
but also for the emergence of a 
new technique for climbing hard 
ice pitches. 
To the fore in these innovations 
has been John Cunningham, 
who with Bill March has done 
a series of new ice climbs in 
rapid times. Cunningham's 
method is to attack hard pitches 
armed solely with crampons and 
ice daggers, both highly 
sharpened. The hammer/ axe is 
relegated to the holster. This 
method, which eliminates time 
consuming step cutting, allows 
rapid movement but demands 
strong calf muscles and a good 
deal of nerve. Such is the 
dependence on the sharpness of 
the points that the climbers often 
stop on a long climb and apply 
the oilstone. 
Americans Yvon Chouinard and 
Doug Tompkins, who made a 
brief visit to Scotland in 
February, also favour a version of 
the same idea. Instead of the 
daggers, Chouinard uses a pair 
of specially designed ice 
hammers. The picks of these are 
angled in such a way as to 
provide secure anchorage when 
hammered into the ice. These 
give the climber a longer reach 
than do the ice daggers, and 
allow a more brutal swing which, 
assisted by the weight of the 
hammer head, g ives a more 
satisfying lodgement to the pick. 
Both teams demonstrated the 
effectiveness of their methods -
Cunnin~ham and March with 
their new climbs and a fast 
ascent (6 hrs.) of Zero Gully in 
difficult conditions, Chouinard 
and Tompkins with a new Direct 
Finish to Raven's Gully on the 
Buachaille. Most climbers still 
prefer to use an ice axe, and 
more traditional and well -tried 
techniques. Nevertheless, change 

seems imminent and, encouraged 
by the Cunningham/ Chouinard 
concepts, future seasons should 
see times cut dramatically. 
The Winter Season: 
Ben Nevis 
Apart from Zero Gully, the most 
important climb achieved was 
the 7th ascent of Point Five 
Gully by Neill Quinn and 
Doug Lang. 
Glencoe 
Macinnes and his pupils made 
their usual raids on the Glen. 
This season they made three new 
Grade 3 routes and a Grade 4, 
and also climbed the true left 
fork of A Gully on the east face 
of Gearr Aonach, left of Haston 's 
finish. Macinnes' best route was 
the first winter ascent of Route 1 
on the Rannoch Wall , with Pete 
Williamson. Robert Carrington 
and Ian Nicholson made the 
third ascent of Raven's Gully, to 
which Chouinard and Tompkins 
later added their Direct Finish . 
The latter is perhaps the best 
new climb made in Glencoe this 
season. On Aonach Dubh, 
Ian Clough, Ken Spence and 
others climbed Midnight Special, 
a new 1,000ft. Grade 4. 
Applecross 
Various teams have been active 
but no details are available. 
Arran 
Although Arran is normally 
neglected, Bill Skidmore and 
party climbed Ben Nuis Chimney 
this winter. This old and 
rather unpleasant summer VS 
provided a surprisingly hard and 
demanding winter route. 
Cairngorms 
The area's summer vogue was 
carried over to the winter and a 
good crop of routes was made. 
Cunningham and March were 
active in the Northern Carries of 
Cairngorm and made a fine new 
route on Hell's Lum Crag. The 
Chancer, a thin ribbon of ice 
just to the left of the main part 
of the crag, is an exacting 
Grade 5 route. To the left of this, 
parties led by John Bower added 
The Gullet and Sic, two pleasant 
Grade 3's. Bower and his 
friends also visited the little
frequented Longbow Crag and 
climbed Pine Tree Route. 
Shelter Stone Crag witnessed 
the first winter ascent of Castle 
Wall by Greg Strange and 
Brian Findlay. 

Further west, in the Brearaich 
carries, Strange and Findley put 
up three new routes in three 
days : Ninus, Western Couloir 
(both Grade 3) and Bugaboo Rib. 
The latter, the best of their 
routes, is a summer VS which 
gave a demanding Grade 5 in a 
remote and serious situation . 
Two further routes in the 

Carries were made by Ray 
Simpson and Jim Campbell. 

On Creagan a'Choire Etchachan, 
in the last days of 1969, Bower 
and Graham Boyd climbed the 
Original Route and MacArtney 
and Fyffe did Architrave 
(see Mountain 8) . 
Beinn a'Bhu ird received a fair 
amount of attention in the latter 
part of the season. Notable 
achievements were Bower and 
Boyd's ascents of The Carpet 
and Hourglass Buttress, 
summer V.S. routes that each in 
volved about nine hours of 
climbing. In the distant Garbh 
Choire, Strange and Findlay 
climbed Commando Route, an 
obvious winter line which, they 
later discovered, had been 
climbed in 1969 by J. Rowe and 
P. McDonald. 
Lochnagar, still the acknow
ledged mecca of Cairngorm 
winter climbing, continues to 
offer new routes. This year, 
Tough Brown Ridge Direct was 
climbed (see Mountain 8) , while 
Giant's Head Chimney, Direct 
Finish (Bower and Boyd) and 
Shadow Rib (Bower, Strange 
and Findlay) gave good Grade 4 
climbs. Eagle's Rock produced 
its first winter route in Lethargy 
(Bower and Simpson, Grade 3). 
Across the Glen, Creag an · 
Dubh Loch received some 
attention. Fyffe and Dave 
Whitcombe did Centaur (600ft. 
Grade 3) . The ubiquitous Bower, 
with companions Nick 
Blenkinsop, Ian Rae and Jamie 
Furnell, had a field day putting 
up the first winter ascent of 
Mammoth - a 1,200ft. route that 
weaves its way up the Central 
Slabs at a surprising Grade 3. 
The hardest climb hereabouts 
was Bower Buttress which gave 
a surprisingly hard route (Grade 
5) to Bower and companion 
Simpson. 
It was a good season, particu 
larly for Bower and the other 
Aberdonians and, with the new 
ice techniques lurking in the 
sidelines, a harbinger of even 
greater activity next year. 
Correspondent: Allen Fyffe 

WALES 
New routes on Cloggy 
Three new routes on Clogwyn 
du'r Arddu steal the limelight. 
Nineteen-year-old Alan Rouse, 
on his second visit to the cliff 
(during his first he climbed The 
Boldest), made an extremely bold 
and difficult new climb. 
Gemini (300ft. XS) takes a line 
between the Left Edge and 
The Boldest. It includes some 
very unprotected 5c slab
climbing on the second pitch. 
A few days later, Leo Dickinson, 



who had accompanied Rouse on 
Gemini, made another new route, 
Apollo (180ft. XS), up the 
smooth central diedres on the 
Steep Band. Brian Molyneux 
was second on the ascent. 
The third new route on the cliff 
was also on the Boulder. 
Graham Gilbert climbed the 
steep wall overlooking the 
Eastern Terrace left of Left Edge . 
(Flintstone Wall, 200ft. HVS) . 
Alan McHardy and Paul 
Braithwaite climbed November 
with no aid . They also made the 
second ascent of Ward
Drummond's Great Arete on 
Llech Ddu with no less aid and 
no less effort. The pair also made 
the second ascent of Boysen's 
Black Maria on Gallt yr Ogof. 
On Cwm Silyn, Ray Evans led 
Mike and Judy Yates up 
Jabberwock (XS 200ft), a new 
route on the arete to the right of 
Codswallop. 

Solo climbing 
Recent notable performances 
include: Woubits (Mc Hardy - on 
sight), Suicide Wall and The 
Boldest (Rouse), Suicide 
Groove (Rouse and Minks), and 
Pellagra ( Phillips). The standard 
of solo climbing is now so high 
that anything appears possible. 

Increase in leader falls 
A sobering trend in Wales over 
the past few months has been 
the increase in the number of 
bad falls by experienced 
climbers. On Anglesey, McHardy 
fell 70ft. from Tyrannosaurus Rex 
but was unhurt. He completed 
the route. Both Alan Rouse and 
Bill Lounds parted company 
with the rock on the difficult 
crack pitch on Falls Road, which 
seems to be living up to its 
name. Cliff Phillips took an even 
more dramatic plunge in the 
Llanberis Pass and was seriously 
injured. He was soloing on Dinas 
Mot. Brisk ascents of The Mole 
and Black Spring led him to 
Black Foot. There, he fell 200ft. 
to the screes at the base of the 
cliff from the route's difficult 
third pitch, sustaining two 
cracked elbows, a cracked pelvis, 
facial injuries and cuts and 
bruises. The accident occurred on 
a Tuesday night with the Pass 
deserted, so there was little hope 
of rescue. Phillips crawled down 
the scree, covered the half-mile 
to his car, and drove to Nant 
Peris for help. Two weeks later 
he was out of hospital. 
Hearing of this remarkable feat of 
endurance, one incredulous 
listener exclaimed : "Crikey, he 
even solo's his own rescues!" 
Joking apart, few can fail to 
take note of such a telling 
reminder of the risks involved in 
this type of climbing. 

TONI GOBBI 
Toni Gobbi was killed on 
March 19th. 56-year-old Gobbi, 
one of Italy's leading guides, was 
climbing with three clients on th e 
Sassopiatto in the Sasso Lungo 
group, when an avalanche 
swept the party away. 
Born in 1914 near Milan, Gobbi 
graduated in law at Vicenza 
University before joining the 
Italian army on the outbreak of 
war. He was sent to Courmeyeur 
in 1940 as a junior officer in 
command of a small detachment 
of troops. Here he settled, 
marrying the daughter of a local 
guide, and becoming a guide 
himself in 1946. In 1960, he 
became head of the local guides' 
federation, and in 1965 the 
President of the National 
Guides Federation. 
First winter ascents of the 
Hirondelles Ridge on the 
Grandes Jorasses, the South 
Ridge of the Aig Noire. and the 
Red Sentinel on the Brenva Face 
of Mt. Blanc, placed him among 
the leading climbers of the day. 
But it was his ascent of the East 
Face of the Eckpfeiler with Walter 
Bonatti which underlined his 
Alpine reputation. His expeditions 
were no less impressive. He 
was a member of the team that 
climbed Gasherbrum 4 in 1957 -
perhaps the most difficult of 
the big Himalayan mountains 
climbed at that time. In the 
same year, he reached the 
summit of Paine Grande in 
Patagonia. He also visited the 
Caucasus (1966), and the 
Staunings Alps in Greenland 
(1967 and 1969). Gobbi, a 
popular figure, will always be 
remembered as one of Italy's 
finest mountaineers. 
Correspondent: Alan Heppenstall 

TOM PATEY KILLED 
This distinguished Scottish 
climber was killed in an abseil 
accident in May. Patey, with 
various companions, had just 
climbed a sea stack, and was 
the last to descend the abseil 
rope. He was wearing a sit sling 
and a non -screw karabiner, 
which was joined to the rope by 
a figure of eight descendeur. 
From below he appeared to 
check his descent, and jump 
about as if trying to reposition 
the rope in some way. 
Unaccountably, he became 
detached, and fell 120ft. to the 
rocks at the base of the stack. 
He was killed instantly. The 
abseiling device was left on the 
rope high above, locking it and 
preventing retrieval. The exact 
cause of the accident thus 
remains in doubt. 
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Left: Bob Culp leading the crux pitch of Rosy 
Crucifixion ( Grade 3, 5.8 A3), a typical route on 
Redgarden Wall in Eldorado Springs Canyon 
(Kor and Turner 1962) . Photo: Bob Godfrey 

Top: Guenese (Grade 3, 5.9 A2/ 3) on Redgarden 
Wall (Kor and Foreman 1962). 
Photo: Stuart Clarkson 

Bottom: A practice roof on Castle Rock in 
Boulder Canyon. Photo: Stephen Andersen 



A New World Camelot 

called the Flatirons, these are splinters of the same sand
stone as the walls of Eldorado. Despite their variety of 
shapes, these pink monoliths present almost uniformly 
inclined east faces and, where they are exposed, vertical 
north and south flanks and overhanging western backsides. 
The Third Flatiron is the largest, and its 45 ° east face 
provides over a thousand feet of easy climbing. Its dominant 
size and ready access make the Third the most popular 
single climb in the area. It also claims a toll of fatal 
accidents comparable to that of the Eigerwand. 

A similar scattering of Flatirons in miniature occurs on the 
gentle side of Flagstaff Mountain, conveniently placed to 
the Flagstaff scenic auto road. Here are the Boulders, the 
final frontier of alpinism for the practitioners of bouldering 
or low altitude siege climbing. Like their counterparts at 
Harrison's or Fontainebleau, the Afternoon Tigers of the 
Boulder Boulders significantly increase the extent to which 
Man, stripped of all his artefacts save for a pair of tight 
kletterschuhe and a block of chalk, may go forth upon the 
steep places of the world. 

Climbing history for the last decade in Boulder lies in the 
awesome shadow cast by Layton Kor, an individual whose 
ability has so exceeded the level of his time that he can be 
considered second in importance only to the Rocky 
Mountain Uplift in the creation of climbing in this region. 
His name appears with the frequency of punctuation in 
High over Boulder. the area guide book, where he is given 
credit for nearly a hundred new routes, a number of which 
have yet to be repeated. 

Of inestimable value to the quality of life in Boulder is its 
mountain park backdrop which forms an impenetrable 
barrier to the invasions of the city. While ranch homes and 
concrete spread over adjacent land to the east, the Boulder 
Mountain Parks Boundary defines a sanctuary from the 
developers and spoilers for both animals and humans. 

The air is still clean enough to permit extensive 
observations from the sharp summit of Bear Peak: the jagged 
white mountains of the Continental Divide to the west, and 
the regular grey rows of tract housing below; the dense 
forests where deer graze, and the Rocky Flats Plant where 
nuclear warheads are machined; the sparkling water of 
Bear Creek thundering beneath, and the smog of Denver 
squatting on the southern horizon ; the silence of the 
ancient Flatirons, and the Muzak in the new shopping centre. 

This area was first settled by men who ripped up the hills 
seeking gold and left when they thought they had found it 
all. The little that remains becomes more elusive every year. 

SUMMARY 
Boulder, Colorado. A survey of its local climbing 
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Projections and reflections - Dougal Haston 

Kleine Scheidegg, 1988: amongst the milling crowds of 
Japanese can be seen official-looking Swiss, whose caps 
bear the letters E.N.O. - Eiger Nordwand Offizial. They are 
scurrying around organizing teams of climbers into lines 
outside a gate in a large wall. The latter stretches in a huge 
semi-circular curve from the couloir, just right of the ski piste 
that used to be the old Lauper route, round to Eiger 
gletscher heliport. Its purpose is to keep out all aspiring 
Nordwand climbers who lack the requisite government 
papers permitting them to make an ascent. You would think 
that a mere wall would be an ineffectual deterrent to outlaw 
climbers . But this one, although only twenty feet high, is 
guaranteed to repel the most enthusiastic bolter: it is 
patrolled night and day by guards with dobermans. The 
Eigerwand has become Switzerland's main source of income 
since watches went into extinction in 1977. 

As an Eiger historian, and as official Swiss correspondent 
for the major British mountaineering daily Mountain 
( circulation : 2,000,000) , I had been commissioned to gather 
material on the would -be face climbers of the 'eighties. 

Passing the statue of Fritz von Telescope, patron saint of 
the Eiger, I approached the turnstile marked ' Press'. After 
showing my card, I was taken to a room by an E.N.O. and 
searched to see if I was carrying bolt guns, adhesives or 
speed . Having been pronounced 'clean', I was given an 
escort with a tape recorder and allowed to mingle with the 
teams. 1988 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the first ascent 
of the face. To celebrate, a handicap competition has been 
organized with selected parties climbing every one of the 
127 routes. 

As I watched the climbers making their preparations, my 
mind went back to the 'sixties when there were only three 
routes on the face and I was actively involved in 
Eigerpolitik. Later in the evening, when everyone had gone 
to bed to prepare for an early start, I dug out an article 
that I had written about the face in 1970 and, wonderingly, 
started to read . 

'Damn when dead'. Is this the act of the coward or the right 
of the critic - or both? In a recent issue of Ascent there 
appeared a critique, ostensibly of Straight Up - Ramsey 
Ullman's biography of John Harlin. The critic seemed to get 
things mixed up somewhere. Most of the article turned out 
to be a personal attack on Harlin and his achievements. This 
might have been valid if the writer had known the man and 
his climbs; but he didn't. One of his statements was the 
most incredible I've seen in a mountaineering magazine 
since the days of Colonel Strutt : "The ascent of the 
Eigerwand does not call for a high level of technical 
competence. The rating is normally 5.7 A1 ". His source, I 
suppose, must have been the technical description in 
Harrer's 'White Spider'. Here, the author does say that none 
of the pitches exceeds Grade V (5.7) in difficulty. But, all 
importantly, he adds: "this only applies under perfect 

conditions" . It would be of interest to know how many 
ascents have been made "under perfect conditions" and 
what are the criteria for such . Harlin, I know, had a bad 
storm on the face. 

As I have had a certain amount of experience of the 
difficulties offered by the wall , I would like to put forward 
some criticisms of these criticisms, together with a few 
views on the place of the Eiger Nordwand original route 
in alpine history. 

When attempting this route in 1962, I climbed the Difficult 
Crack under dry conditions and then, in deteriorating weather, 
reached the Death Bivouac. The rock climbing was not 
above 5.7 . The ice was difficult, due to black ice on the 
second icefield . My companion and I had both climbed 
technically much harder things, yet it was a really wearing 
day. On the second icefield we had to keep our heads 
bowed. The only time I looked up, a stone hit my mouth. 
During the rest of the three ropelengths to the upper rim, 
there was a constant 'pitter-patter' on our helmets and 
rucksacks. Crossing the Flatiron meant two pitches through 
a cold shower. After a wet bivouac in an electric storm, the 
retreat through waterfalls, rock slides and long traverses, 
with a partner whose ankle was broken, gave me more 
respect for the face than for many pure rock climbs. 

The next year, I climbed the face. This time it was freezing 
hard, day and night, and there was a minimum of stonefall. 
In the afternoon, clouds would gather and prevent the sun's 
rays from reaching the summit icefield. As a result, the 
exit cracks and the Spider stayed quiet. This is as safe as 
one can find the Eiger in summer. But what happened? 
The lack of sun and water meant that the night ice stayed. 
Technical difficulties? The Difficult Crack was verglassed 
and hard ; the Hinterstoisser ice -bound and difficult. The 
Ice Hose was a great vertical boss of water ice, so we had 
to climb the slabs to the left - two glassy run-outs with 
crampons on and off, no protection pegs and bad belays. 
The icefields were hard black water ice, the Ramp chimney 
a great frozen column. One could see the protection pitons 
two feet away through the ice - very unapproachable. For 
one move at the top, I had to unstrap the front part of my 
crampon in a wide bridge, put the boot on an uniced slab 
with the other front points in the chimney, and shuffle 
towards a fixed anchor peg. These are a few pitches that 
come to mind. It was all done with rucksacks. Technically, 
there was a lot of 5.9. 

Nothing harder 
Than five seven 
Says the man 
Who was never 
There. 

To approach the Nordwand with only its 'perfect condition ' 
rating in mind can make it a potentially suicidal mission. 
This kind of thinking has been the cause of many of the 
accidents on the face. People who had extensive hard rock 
experience and were technically equipped according to the 
pure rating got into serious trouble through being unable to 
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The Eigerwand - still unscaled - continues to be an obsession for the mentally deranged of 
almost every nation. He who succeeds first may rest assured that he has accomplished the most 
imbecile variant since mountaineering began. Edward L. Strutt ( A.G. President) 1937. 

Compared to the North Faces of the Matterhorn and Grandes Jorasses the Eigerwand may be 
said to possess little or no mountaineering value. The true route up the Eiger's North Face was 
discovered in 1932. Alpine Journal 1938. 

cope when a climatic change made things much harder. 
This damaging rating should be removed and the climb 
given the overall Grade VI rating, with emphasis on the fact 
that difficulties can vary enormously. 

If the 1938 route is not a significant climb, why do most of 
the climbers who are doing the hard routes in the Alps 
usually turn towards the meadows above Alpiglen? I have 
not yet spoken to a successful party that has not been 
impressed by the climb. A few people have had pleasant, 
trouble-free ascents. Take Bonington and Clough, who had 
snow on the icefields and no ice in the cracks. But look at 
the stormbound attempts that Bonington had before he 
climbed the route. I don't think you'll find him saying that 
the Eiger is an unimportant route. Ask Don Whillans. He's 
never climbed it, but he's probably had more frustrated 
attempts than anyone. He has a lot of respect for it. 

Heckmair, Vorg, Kasparek and Harrer made the first ascent 
in four days with a three-day storm. I have immense 
respect for these men. So does anyone who has climbed the 
face. I don't like to see their efforts denigrated by 
mediocrities. But recall the controversy over the first ascent. 
"Nazis climbing for medals", and the ravings of Herr Strutt : 
these are familiar to all readers of alpine history. 

When great men rise 
There will always 
Be little men 
To belittle them. 

In conclusion, I would say that this climb still ranks as 
the hardest of the great classic faces. True, there are harder 
modern routes, like the North Face Direct of Les Droites or 
the North Face Direct of the Dent Blanche, but surely that 
is to be expected thirty years later? 

The Nordwand has still had fewer than a hundred ascents, 
despite being thirty-two years old. Allowing for the war, 
that's still less than four per year. *The Walker Spur and 
Bonatti Pillar sometimes get twenty a day. 

In 1961, the route received its first winter ascent. Not only 
was this an incredible achievement, but it also changed 
the course of climbing history. When the Eiger had been 
proved possible in winter, climbers turned their eyes to the 
other great north faces. These were soon climbed . And the 
eyes turned, quizzically, back to the Eiger. After all, the 
face is 6,000ft. high and very broad - a lot of space for 
only one route to exist. 

In the winter of 1966, I was involved in the first ascent of 
a direct route up the centre of the face. Initially, our 
intention was to do the climb in one continuous push, but 
repeated bad weather forced us to use the expedition 
principle of fixing ropes. We felt then, as now, that these 
means were justified. We were attempting a first ascent, in 
winter, of what proved to be one of the biggest and most 
difficult routes in the Alps. The climbing was hard - harder 
than I had experienced on other routes. The ice climbing was 
graded at the Scottish Grade 5 standard, which is testing; 
the aid climbing was often graded A3 by Kor, but it would 
have been bolted and called A4 by mo~t Europeans at 
the time. In fact, not one bolt was used for aid on the whole 
climb, although they were occasionally used for anchors. 
All the pegs, except for the inevitable overdriven few, were 
removed . The anchors were left, having been used by a 
cleaning party that descended and took out the ropes. The 
way is known. It would be a fine testing route for any 
aspiring big wall party. There is a detailed route description. 
The fixed anchors point the way in case of bad weather. 
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Why shouldn't the second ascent be tackled in classic 
style? Instead, what do we get? A Japanese party recently 
arrived at Scheidegg. I quote: "We have two months to 
make the climb". Six weeks, 6,000ft. of fixed rope, and 
1 ½ tons of equipment saw that they did. 
Has big wall climbing now to be reduced to the 'plod, plod' 
of masses of untalented, booted feet? No wild talent peering 
into the unknown; just the working climber performing his 
daily task. 

In the summer of 1969, another Japanese party arrived. 
After rightly deciding against tackling the Harlin route, the 
climbers chose to attempt a new route to the right of the 
Hinterstoisser. This is a fine line, but by no stretch of the 
imagination does it merit its name of Summer Direct. 
Criterion for a direct: "Let a drop of water fall from the 
summit and there I want to climb" (Comici). The Harlin 
route vaguely satisfied this criterion, but a long stretch of 
polythene tubing would be required before the Japanese 
route did so. The Japanese took five weeks to complete the 
route. Logically, I cannot criticize their fixed rope techniques, 
as I stand damned by the defence of my own efforts at 
making a new route. Yet it was high summer and good 
weather. On the Rote Fluh alone, over 100 bolts were used, 
and many pegs were left in place throughout the whole 
climb. As a climbing line, it is beautiful and probably the 
safest route on the wall. But I cannot understand the 
decision to leave so much material in place, expecially in 
the case of a party of seven using expedition tactics. This 
is a retrogressive step on a very progressive climb. Surely 
one person could have given thought to knocking out the 
rusty nails. The practice of leaving pins in place is vile 
European custom. It has led to the despoliation of many 
fine routes - the Walker Spur, Dru West Face, Dru South 
West Pillar and the Capucin East Face, to name but a few. 
I'm not proud to have followed lines of rusty nails and 
wedges up some of these walls. Removal of gear would 
certainly take some of the dangerous traffic off the 
big faces. 

What a challenge the Japanese route would have been to a 
party travelling in classic style ! Already it has had its 
second (and first winter) ascent by a Swiss party who also 
adopted expedition tactics. Fixed ropes were used up to the 
top of the second icefield. This was done over a three-week 
period . On a fourth attempt, the party pushed through 
continuously for six days. 

Why should these magnificent routes be reduced to a 
matter of mere drudgery by the adoption of outdated 
methods? Can't we introduce an ethical code into alpine 
big wall climbing? For example: expedition tactics would 
be permissible only on completely new routes tackled in 
winter, all ropes and non-anchor pins being removed; all 
summer first ascents, first winter ascents of existing routes, 
and all second and subsequent ascents would be done 
classic-style, as many pegs as possible being removed on 
each ascent. Sure, no-one could enforce these rules - the 
point about an ethical code is that it is only maintained by 
public opinion. But such a code would do much to bolster 
the climber's self-respect. This kind of system has been 
adopted successfully in other parts of the world - especially 
America. Why not in Europe? It wouldn't be the first time 
that the New World has been called in to redress the 
balance of the Old. 
*There were thirty-one successful ascents in 1969 

SUMMARY 
Eiger: The North Face. Bernese Oberland. A discussion about the 
difficulty of the 1938 route and the ethics employed on later routes. 



EIGER 

1938. The early tragic attempts on the Eigerwand attracted 
a blaze of publicity, and the first ascent was preceded 
by press hysteria on a scale rarely experienced by 
mountaineers. The pundits of the Swiss and British 
Alpine Clubs were quick to point out the 
chauvinistic undertones of the ill-fated early attempts: 
aspirations of climbing the wall appeared to be the 
prerogative solely of climbers from Nazi Germany and 
Austria and Fascist Italy. Even the successful team 
seemed implicated (below, an official Nazi photograph 
shows Heckmair, Kasparek, Harrer and Vorg with Adolf 
Hitler and Reich sport officials after the ascent), 
although public opinion has subsequently accepted that 
the climbers motives were completely apolitical. They are 
now greatly respected as fine mountaineers who made a 
bold and intricate ascent of a great route in appalling 
conditions (right, the climbers on the third and final 
bivouac). Despite the Alpine Clubs' pontifications, the 
Eigerwand is now the centre of the ambitions of most 
experienced alpinists. 

1961 . The climbing world was stunned by the audacious 
first winter ascent of the wall. After months of careful 
preparation, the four climbers (Kinshofer, Hiebeler, 
Almberger and Mannhardt) made an ascent that was 
a masterpiece of careful mountaineering. The photos 
on the following page show them on the Third Ice Field 
(right) and in the Spider (left) . 
Photos: Toni Hiebeler collection 
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EIGER 
1966. The ascent of the Harlin route in winter 
again attracted the attentions of the world's 
press. The presence of two teams neck and 
neck on the face, the tragedy of Harlin's 
death, and the tension of the final summit push 
gave a protracted drama that caught headlines 
for weeks. Photos: Top - Kor leading the 
first rock band. Bottom - Haston on the 
summit ice-field. Photos: Bonington 
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1969. Five Japanese climbers achieved the third climb on the wall. Their 
route, climbed after a month's siege in mid-summer, ascended the Rote 
Fluh (below) and then pressed on to the summit. The final stages of the 
climb were completed in very poor conditions (opposite page, bottom left) . 
The party included a woman, Michiko Imai, a 27-year-old doctor from 
Tokyo. Michiko certainly justified her place, being a very experienced 
climber who among other exploits had made the first all woman ascent of 
the Matterhorn North Face with another Japanese girl. Michiko is seen 
jumaring on the Rote Fluh (extreme right). Photos: Action Press 



EIGER The Original Route - is it getting easier? 
With thirty-one ascents ( with one fatal accident) of the Eigerwand in 1969, it may be thought that the route is becoming easier. To 
some extent this is true . The climb as with many other Alpine routes has become easier with greater use, as the knowledge of the route 
and how to tackle it increases. As the number of successful ascents has grown, the 'Eiger Cult' - an underlying psychological fear built 
on the years of lurid publicity surrounding the tragedies on the face - has gradually disintegrated. Yet the objective dangers and many 
of the difficulties remain the same. Heinrich Harrer's words still hold true . " The Eigerwand demands the uttermost of skill, stamina and 
courage, nor can it be climbed without the most exhaustive preparations . .. It is the irrefutable touchstone of a climber's stature as a 
mountaineer and as a man. To climb it the mountaineer must combine in himself every attribute that marks a true man of the 
mountains. All climbing techniques must have become second nature to him; yet he must feel in himself the same serene strength 
exhibited by the first peasant who dared put up his homestead among the great and savage mountains". 
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Margins of safety by Harold Drasdo 

In theory they were sound on Expectation 
Had there been situations to be in. 
Unluckily they were their situation .... W. H. Auden 

The name of the game is consequences 

This is a discursive essay on staying alive. You have to be 
pretty bold to advise others on avoiding accidents in the 
hills, if only because subsequent injury to yourself would 
seem to discredit your recommendations. For that reason, it 
is tempting to hold in reserve the possibility of 'pure bad 
luck', as a posthumous pardon for yourself or for deceased 
experts or friends. But it is just that possibility that we want 
to avoid. To say that a man can know the answers, but that 
to err is human, is an unsatisfactory defence, for it suggests 
that there is a limit to the value of theoretical and 
experiential knowledge of the matter. 

The lavishly-equipped expedition of Auden's poem marched 
to its disasters because its members believed that all hazards 
spring from external origins. This opinion characterizes 
present-day teaching on mountain safety, which tends to 
deal with causal relationships in an entirely mechanistic 
manner, the personal element being largely ignored. Indeed, 
it might even be said that this approach blocks enquiry 
about that element, having at its disposal only a handful of 
premature ultimates - error in judgement, inadequate safety
margin, accident-proneness, and so on - with which to 
deal with it. 

Certainly, the advice which is handed out so freely is 
addressed mainly to beginners; and, of course, it is possible 
to offer a range of recommendations about equipment, time 
and distance calculations, navigational skills, and so forth, 
which will give fairly positive protection to a simple 
expedition. This is especially true of straightforward hill
walking in Britain. However, it is almost everywhere implied 
that the same approach - a thorough knowledge of equip
ment and technique together with the steady development 
of a sense of judgement (so indefinable a quality that only 
its particular applications can be examined) - satisfies all 
safety considerations through all stages of a climber's 
progress. I think that this is untrue and that there are other 
aspects of the safety problem which deserve more attention. 
I think, too, that we should feel an obligation to tell 
beginners a great deal more about the risks of the game. 

It seems to me to be more correct to see advances in 
technique and equipment as being supports to improvements 
in performance, rather than as determinants of the margin 
of safety. Motoring offers an obvious analogy. When a man 
buys a car with better braking power, he tends to put the 
brakes on later; when he gets a car with a higher cruising 
speed, he drives it faster; when he thinks he can handle 
skids on snowy roads, he toys with this technique. We have 
a built-in tendency to look for our limits, unless special 
factors like inhibition or senility supervene. And what is 
true of drivers is also true of climbers. 

Consider a variety of situations in which a man's foot slips 
and he falls. In one case, he is walking along a steep, wet, 
grassy hillside, wearing ordinary shoes. The safety experts 
say: you have to have the right equipment for the job - if 
you'd been wearing good mountain boots this might never 
have happened. In a second case, a climber slips on a slab 
move on a wet but easy rock climb. He is wearing a good 
pair of boots. The experts say: well, this is often climbed in 
similar or worse conditions; perhaps you haven't yet learned 
the right style of balance movement; your technique needs 
improvement. In a third case, a climber falls off a bone-dry 
XS. He is wearing P.A.s and is known to be a highly 
competent and successful climber. The experts have to say: 
well, your gear is all right and you say you were in excellent 
form; you must have been pushing it; you made a mistake 
in judgement. In fact, a very large number of climbing 
accidents have to be put down to 'mistakes in judgement'. 
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These accidents pose the most interesting and baffling of 
safety problems. Once a climber has reached the point at 
which he can be said to have 'found his standard', he 
usually begins to climb fairly close to that standard, and 
matters of equipment and technique come to have a 
different sort of relevance. Allowances are made for short
comings in one matter and improvements in the other: 
the climber exercises his judgement. In this context, any 
light we can shed on the factors influencing judgement will 
be valuable - not only in relation to the third example given 
above, but also to the two earlier ones. So, from this point 
of view, it seems more appropriate to think of the safety
margin as a constant in the climber's head, rather than as a 
variable on the soles of his boots. 

The above argument, which has been telescoped 
dangerously, has also been set out, although rather 
differently, by Lita Tejada-Flores in his article in Ascent 
(reprinted in Mountain 2). (In passing, the title of the 
article, 'Games Climbers Play·, presumably relates to the 
book Games People Play by Eric Berne; Tejada-Flores owes 
no debt to the book, which deals with interpersonal 
situations, but Dr. Berne's approach might well be developed 
to touch on one or two aspects of modern climbing). 
Tejada-Flores divides climbing and mountaineering into a 
number of classes or 'climbing games' - the Boulder Game, 
the Crag Game, the Big Wall Game, the Alpine Game, the 
Expedition Game, and so on . He shows that each game has 
generally accepted rules ('ethics') , and he explains their 
purpose: ·a handicap system has evolved to equalize the 
inherent challenge and maintain the climber's feeling of 
achievement at a high level in each of these differing 
situations'. The rules 'are designed to conserve the climber's 
feeling of personal (moral) accomplishment against the 
meaninglessness of a success which represents merely 
technological victory·. So, the less the objective danger and 
the less the duration of effort required, the more rigorous 
are the rules: you can use a ladder to cross a crevasse on 
Everest, but not to get up Harrison's Rocks. The principle, 
he says, is 'to maintain a degree of uncertainty as to the 
eventual outcome'. 

I will return to what uncertainty of outcome means or might 
mean. But, for the moment, the inescapable conclusion is 
that whenever a significant step forward is made in 
equipment or technique, the average climber makes a 
compensation. He does not want to widen his safety-margin 
indefinitely; he wants to hold it to a satisfactorily narrow 
measure. And he does this by climbing harder routes within 
the same climbing game or, if circumstances allow, by 
moving into a higher or more serious game. His safety
margin has to seem as marginal as ever. 

Now, if a climber's safety-margin is adjusted to some 
internal need, do climbers in fact become safer as they grow 
older and gain experience? Accident statistics are not yet 
of any assistance here, as they show nothing of the 
proportional background of safe climbing - though Kim 
Meldrum has recently used them to show that climbers as a 
whole do not have fewer accidents when they start using 
better gear and safer methods, supporting what is said 
above. For the moment, I am simply going to say that 
climbers do not necessarily become safer - no matter how 
excellent their equipment or sophisticated their techniques 
and, possibly, no matter how many years they have spent 
developing their judgement - unless they adopt, deliberately 
or unconsciously, what we might call a risk-free role, about 
which I will say something presently. It seems to me that 
climbers who do not take up such a position may become 
more likely to hurt themselves as time goes on, especially 
if they keep on moving up the hierarchy of climbing games. 



Editorial note 
When Margins of Safety was first publ ished in th e 
Alpine Journal it enjoyed considerable critical acclaim. 
In view of its great relevance to questions of safety 
and danger in mountaineering, we have decided to 
republish thereby enabling it to reach a greater 
audience. This decision was made several months ago, 
and was in no way prompted by recent tragic events. 
The coincidence is pu rely fortuitous. We are grateful 
to both Alan Blackshaw of th e Alpine Journal and 
Harold Drasdo for allowing us to republish. 

I think it probable that the fatality-rate, in relation to the 
time at risk, increases steadily through hill-walking, rock
climbing, Alpine climbing and expeditions. Some people 
disagree with this view, and it is certainly possible to cite 
anomalies in particular geographical areas and in specialized 
aspects of climbing; but I am sure that, other things being 
equal, the accident-rate rises with the seriousness of the 
terrain, and that a given injury, say a broken ankle, which 
might be a minor incident on a British crag, could have 
major consequences on an Alpine peak and might mean 
worse again on bigger mountains. At the end, according to 
Michael Ward, the mortality-rate amongst those who have 
ventured on to the world's ten highest mountains is seven 
per cent - and this excludes porters, who for some reason 
aren't counted or don't count. (Dr. Berne would classify 
Greater Mountaineering as a Third Degree Game ; that is, 
one 'which is played for keeps and which ends in the 
surgery, the courtroom or the morgue'.) 

If this line of reasoning is valid, and bearing in mind the 
tendency to progress always towards more difficult under
takings, a number of serious questions follow. Ought we to 
encourage young people to start climbing at all, if they 
don't already feel a compulsion? Must we burn the 
Mountain Centres? And so on. I'm going to pass over these 
questions here for two reasons: firstly, they are inextricably 
tied to a lengthy educational or social argument ; and, 
secondly, I think it might be possible to do something about 
the safety problem, if we wished. 

The gratification-safety dilemma: risk-free roles 
Before saying something about those climbers who have 
accidents, I want to say something about those who don't -
about climbers who have settled the gratification-safety 
dilemma. I have said that it is a natural process for many 
climbers to keep the safety-margin satisfyingly narrow. 
Some climbers hold this position for many years, but it is 
quite impossible to say what they have in common. How
ever, when I said that the safety-margin is a constant in the 
head, I was exaggerating. Climbers often widen their 
safety-margins, sometimes deliberately and from a specific 
moment, sometimes slowly and without conscious know
ledge. Some rather obvious groups of causes initiate this 
process. In the most direct, a climber who survives a big 
fall or a series of falls or misadventures may begin to allow 
himself a broader safety-margin: this is a dangerous way of 
leaning, although in some aspects of climbing it has 
recently been made less dangerous but also less effective. 
Alternatively, a climber may be influenced by having seen 
injuries or fatalities on the hills, or by having had these 
happen to friends or acquaintances: this is highly effective, 
but there are moral objections to human sacrifice as an 
adjunct to teaching. Again, it may happen that a man's 
climbing is affected by personal matters, even when these 
do not restrict his time on the hills - by a sense of 
responsibility to wife or children, by a loss of energy or 
drive due to the exigiencies of earning a living, by the 
discovery of values or interests which modify the importance 
of some of the rewards previously obtained from climbing, 
and so on. 

There are, of course, climbers whose manner, style and drive 
are not in the least affected by any of these circumstances ; 
indeed, in the last situation at least, the process may 
occasionally work in reverse. We call some of these climbers 
'the hard men', but we ought to have some such phrase to 
cover all those who climb consistently to their limits at 
lower as well as at higher standards. On the other hand, 
many climbers find that their climbing is adversely affected 
by these factors, and they assume one or other of our 
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Margins of Safety 

'risk-free roles'. It is worth looking at the ways in which 
such men organize their activities in order to gain maximum 
gratification at minimum risk. 

The first and most obvious solution in ordinary rock
climbing is the traditional one: to sign on permanently as a 
second. No immediate drop in the standard of climbing is 
necessarily involved, but as the climber regresses further he 
wants to climb on cliffs with sizable ledges and impressive 
belays; then he becomes unhappy on routes with overhangs 
and traverses and, typically, wants to climb second in 
parties of three. This sort of manoeuvring can be quite 
rewarding, because a reasonable talent scout will have the 
background experience to enable him to continue to 
indulge in difficult climbing, including first ascents, for a 
long time. 

A second role, which may cause argument or resentment by 
its positioning in this scheme, is that of leader on climbs 
where the risk is reduced to the possibility of very short 
falls - artificial climbing or free climbing which can be 
protected continuously. At this stage, it is worth returning to 
Tejada-Flores' remark that we try to maintain 'a degree of 
uncertainty as to the eventual outcome'. Uncertainty of 
outcome suggests, first of all, success or failure, though 
these terms sometimes seem inappropriate in climbing; but 
it also suggests a dalliance with risk and hence the likeli
hood of injury. Now, at one time, the threat of a fall was a 
very serious one and almost always involved a risk to life; 
but, with the development of pegs, nuts and tape for aid 
in one type of climbing, and for protection in another, there 
are now many climbs in which the chance of falling means 
no A1ore than the chance of a short and harmless drop. 
At the same time, such climbing offers the satisfaction of 
the most dramatic situations in which a man can find him
self. And, since even the shortest and most painless fall is an 
exhilarating and stimulating experience, these routes can 
purge the 'worry-potential' of a climber perfectly. So a sort 
of substitute has been invented to replace the climber's 
historical exposure to real risks, although he may, of course, 
still carry out climbs of great technical difficulty. (Perhaps 
it would be simpler to say that equipment and technique 
have made a real contribution to safety. But, again, this is 
only true within the context of the 'risk-free role'. In other 
circumstances, the climber will start pegging on more 
dubious rock, or will try to cut down on aid or protection 
pitons; he may even start soloing. However, it may be that 
routes of the type described here are now representative of 
the mainstream development of British rock-climbing.) 

A third role is that of an instructor at a Mountain Centre, 
or of a guide who only accepts fairly simple undertakings, 
or of a member of a climbing club who looks after the 
beginners. His climbing in other situations may well be 
inhibited by the fact that he dare not risk getting himself 
into hazardous positions, since he spends a good deal of his 
time in teaching others to climb safely. He has the reward 
of being regarded as an expert by novices who have no 
way of assessing his ability or achievements. Some climbers 
become so preoccupied with this role that they fail to 
notice that they have virtually given up serious climbing 
altogether. 

A fourth role is that of the obsessive rescuer. This is an 
unassailable position. Few climbers dare make fun of those 
who would as soon stand by for a possible rescue as go out 
for a climb. Furthermore, the rescuer has every ethical 
consideration removed, in that he knows that he will be 
criticized unless he protects his every action to its com
fortable maximum rather than to its bearable minimum. So 
on crag rescues he can get into exciting positions for free, 
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and he can involve himself in the most dramatic events. If 
he were to make a mistake and hurt himself, what would 
be a disgrace in other circumstances might be seen as 
gallantry here. He can say, quite rightly, that he is doing a 
public service. As a bonus, he gets an obscure emotional 
pay-off of a kind not easy to describe but which many of 
us find impossible to resist. 

A number of other roles for the 'tame tiger' might be 
enumerated. There are climbers who concentrate upon high 
but comparatively safe and easy Alpine ascents; with the 
height advantage, they can feel that they are still part of the 
world of serious climbing. Again, there are climbers who 
direct their energies into the opening-up of remote but 
minor mountain areas, where the difficulties of access join 
with the mountain objectives to give some sense of 
commitment. All these roles might be defined more clearly 
and the list might be extended. However, it seems to me 
that the best and most direct advice to be given to a climber 
who worries about survival is to tell him that he should 
deliberately fit his activities into one of these roles or into 
a happy combination of them. 

Adventitious and sequential accidents 
Let us now consider those experienced climbers who have 
accidents. I am sure that it is interesting and valuable to try 
to look at the safety problem in new ways: to ignore the 
mechanical concomitants of accidents - or, at least, to ask 
'why?' again, after the mechanical answer has been 
supplied - and to try to find methods by which accidents, 
or the climbers who have them, may be typified. I have to 
admit here that, from some intriguing beginnings, my own 
attempts at comprehensive analysis have led me into 
difficult positions with unverifiable and tenuous con
clusions, and I have thought it best to abandon the 
exercise; but I am sure that such analyses are possible and 
I would like to provoke attempts by those equipped to deal 
with the matter. 

For analogy, however, and for entertainment, I will offer 
what may seem at first glance to be a rather absurd 
approach to the problem. But I use it for two reasons: 
firstly, it is a method which cannot be carried much further 
in its direction and so, at least, cannot confuse a promising 
line of development; secondly, it does separate two sorts of 
accidents which are of importance - in the one case because 
all thinking about them seems to be finally abortive, and in 
the other because they form a characteristic but rarely 
discussed category. The approach divides accidents 
according to their style of development. To avoid trespass 
upon more likely vocabularies, I have called them 
adventitious and sequential accidents. 

By an adventitious accident I do not simply mean an 
accidental accident, though such a type might be possible -
one hypothetical limit of the extremes of accidentality of 
accidents. I mean an accident which the climber arranges 
without any external assistance, one which occurs when he 
is not under pressure, when choices of action are open to 
him, when an accident often looks like an adventitious 
piece of carelessness or bad luck. Consider a characteristic 
form: a climber sets up an abseil on a small outcrop, 
purely for amusement; he uses a rounded anchor and the 
rope rides off. Why did he do it? The circumstances exclude 
the possibility of fatigue having impaired his judgement of 
having caused him to take risks in order to conserve energy. 
He seems to be of more than average intelligence and not 
lacking in mechanical sense. What can we possibly say 
about this situation? 

The only obvious advice is in the traditional manner. We 



Sequential Accident 
The Eiger tragedy of 1936. Following the successive deaths of 
Hinterstoisser, Angerer and Rainer, the surviving climber, Toni Kurz, 
spent his fourth night on the wall. The following day he managed to 
rope down almost into the arms of a rescue party which, due to the 
bad conditions, was unable to ascend a small overhang to reach him. 
A knot in his rope jammed in a snap/ink and he died of exhaustion 
whilst still just out of reach. Kurz's corpse is seen hanging on the rope 
as a second rescue party approaches. They managed to cut the rope with 
a knife tied to a stick and the body fell to the bottom of the face. 

might say: in setting up an abseil you must estimate the 
direction of strain and check the response of the ropes to a 
pull at (say) thirty degrees to either side of the abseil path . 
But the climber must have known this already. We might 
offer a more general solution by encouraging all climbers to 
consider a grounding in artificial climbing to be an essential 
part of mountaineering, since this is a safe and effective way 
of imprinting a good knowledge of practical mechanics. 
But the climber might well have had this knowledge, or 
believed he had it, already. A better understanding might be 
gained by studying the growing literature on accident
proneness in other activities ; but attempts to sort 
mountaineers into psychological types in the technical or 
clinical senses would probably be thought distasteful, and 
it is hard to see what practical good would come of it for 
a freely-recruited pastime. So, in cases like this, we seem 
to reach an impasse. 

By a sequential accident I mean the end point in a chain of 
events, an accident which happens under pressure and which 
is any one of a random range of accidents available in the 
situation the climber has constructed, or which follows the 
only choice of action he has left himself. The chain of 
events may appear to have lasted five minutes or five hours ; 
but it may also be seen to have extended for five years or 
longer, and this extreme case is worth thinking about. 

Climbers in this category may be described as being too 
committed to survive. One has to avoid direct illustration 
here, but from observation and reading it is perfectly clear 
that the literature and folklore of disaster exert a powerful 
influence on some climbers. Psychologists have 
described a characteristic type of fantasy in which a child 
invents a catastrophe - a bus crash, for example - from 
which it is the only survivor. It is possible to see the 
survivor-stories with which mountaineering is so well 
provided - Cassin on the Badile, Bonatti on the Freney 
Pillar, and countless others - as offering real-life archetypes 
of these fantasies. The charge of feeling in such tragedies 
is so strong that, however painfully it is expressed, the 
reader or listener cannot avoid a response. The drama is 
almost always accompanied by all the atmospherics at 
Nature's disposal. And, in contrast to this backcloth, the 
onward drive and inflexibility of purpose which carries the 
protagonist safety through appears as the essential quality 
which distinguishes the great mountaineer from the good 
mountaineer and which tilts the scales in favour of survival. 

This is an utterly false conclusion, but the voices of 
survivors impress us more than inscriptions on tombstones. 
Abstracting from these stories, it is easy to form a 
specific image of the great climber and a concept of an 
extreme relationship between man and mountain: the 
serious climber is always a 'hard man'; the climb is a 
life-or-death struggle; and the technical difficulty of one 
route, or the beauty of line of another, come to have less 
significance than the tragedies a third has witnessed - the 
Eigerwand weaves a greater spell than the Walker Spur, 
Nanga Parbat than Everest, and so on. Unfortunately, the 
notorious routes are naturally those with the greatest 
objective dangers, and on them the climber is forced to 
accept extended periods of risk. If he has unconsciously 
identified himself with the image of a survivor-figure, he is 
simply carried along by his resolution until, at a time 
thrown up by chance, the sum of his calculated risks 
exceeds his calculations. The tendency to select onward 
drive and audacity as supremely valuable qualities is not 
only dangerous on Alpine climbs or in relation to objective 
hazards. It may be equally misleading on a long unprotected 
run-out in the course of a Lakeland rock-climb, or in 
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pressing on with a preconceived plan through a 
Cairngorm white-out. 

It may be thought that, in cases such as these, we are 
talking about personality factors. To some extent, this is 
true, but there is also involved a response to a particular 
conception of mountaineering which may have some 
proportional relationship with the influence of the mass 
media. This influence perpetuates a tendency found within 
mountaineering itself - in the compilation of records in 
guide books and climbing journals - although the intention 
in this case has not been to excite the general public. In 
recent years, however, journalists, publishers and television 
producers have vastly exaggerated the issue. In Britain, the 
change of atmosphere came about quite recently, and a 
single example will serve as an illustration. When, in the 
years between the wars, the acknowledged authorities of 
British mountaineering passed comment on the activities of 
German and Italian climbers, the most damning criticism 
they could make was to find - to their own satisfaction, at 
any rate - evidence of exchanges with the State which 
seemed to them to indicate a false direction for 
mountaineering. But when, after the ascent of Everest, 
John Hunt and Edmund Hillary were knighted, the parallel 
disturbed no-one; and when the news of success was used, 
through its fortuitous coincidence with the Coronation, as a 
symbol of national resurgence, there were few attempts by 
climbers to insist upon mountaineering's independence of, 
and indifference to, sport and society. In fact, there is a 
temptation to take 1953 as the year in which British 
climbing began to come to terms with the mass media and 
with the implications of public recognition. In some 
quarters this coming-together has been accepted with 
tremendous enthusiasm, and it is leading to a reshaping of 
the structure of British climbing. 

Since this development is overwhelmingly dependent on 
communications, it would seem obvious that the same means 
might be used to redress the balance. Ironically, in the 
decade which produced the anti-hero in the novel and 
cinema, mountaineering literature has reached its worst 
excesses (culminating, to my mind, in Straight Up, the 
Harlin biography). Certainly, a start might be made in 
dealing more critically with these offerings, by drawing 
attention to naive attitudes and sentimentalism and by 
looking scrupulously at motives. It would be quite possible 
to adopt entirely new conventions. We might, for instance, 
exclude from guide books any record of first ascents on 
which there was a fatality or even an injury, on the grounds 
that the climb was not properly achieved. This would allow 
us, for example, to look forward to the first winter 
direttissima on the Eiger*. We ought to try to give praise 
where it is really due: for every hundred who knows the 
details of Heckmair's ascent of the Eigerwand, it is hard to 
find one who has heard of his ascent of the Walker Spur 
thirteen years later - a success by which Kollensperger and 
Heckmair showed clearly that reason and imperturbability 
are as useful as 'push'. We ought to moderate our language, 
begging the Character Builders not to use the word 
·courage' in talking to young people about climbing; this 
word is best saved for situations which ,have not been 
entered for fun, and in a climbing context 'persistence' 
might be more appropriate. We ought, above all, to try to 
assess the effects of the interest shown in mountaineering 
by outside bodies, and the effects, especially, of their 
promotion of awards and certificates. 

How safe do we want to make it? 
In conclusion, it seems to me that a climber's career falls 
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into either two or three phases: first, a novitiate, during 
which advice on equipment and technique is valuable and 
may increase the margin of safety widely; second, a 
'climbing-game' phase, during which accumulated know
ledge is used to support performance rather than to 
guarantee safety; and, third, the possibility of opting-out 
into a 'risk-free role'. There is scope for a great deal of 
thought upon the subject, but at present, considering the 
pattern of climbing in Britain compared, for example, with 
Soviet mountaineering, our advice on safety seems 
necessarily to be of a temporizing nature. It recalls Wilde's 
remark about some of the reforms of his day: 'They try to 
solve the problem of poverty by keeping the poor alive'. 
We try to help climbers who are falling off V. Diffs. by 
showing them how to climb Severes: then we find them 
falling off VS's. The problem of poverty was lessened by 
modifying the structure of society rather than by maintaining 
soup kitchens in the streets. Similarly, we might change the 
structure and ethos of mountaineering, but we have to ask 
ourselves what sorts of changes would be acceptable -
most of us, I imagine, would not care for the Soviet solution 
to the safety problem. In any case, whether we do anything 
or not, British climbing is already being reshaped by the 
influence of four pressure groups outside its traditionally 
spontaneous pattern of clubs and individuals. These 
pressure groups comprise firstly the training organizations, 
secondly the equipment dealers and manufacturers, and 
thirdly the climber-journalists and photographers, all of 
whom have slightly different interests in safety matters; the 
fourth group is the British Mountaineering Council itself, 
whose developing influence is as yet unpredictable. 

The only possible way of ending this article seems to be by 
asking some questions which await answers. Exactly how 
safe do we want mountaineering to be? Is there any 
concensus on this amongst British climbers? How do we 
fit into the international pattern in these matters? Is there 
any permissible level of injury in mountaineering? What 
would you give to climb this year's 'Worst Mountain in the 
World?' A finger? A finger-joint? A finger-nail? 
• Now cl imbed - see page 7. Editor. 

WATERPROOF MATERIALS FOR ALL PURPOSES 
Tough, colourful, hardwearing proofed materials. Ideal for all out
door protective clothing, cagoules, duvets, bivi-bags etc. PLUS -
new terylene/ cotton P.U. proofed tent fabric. 

Save pounds on shop prices. S.A.E. for details and samples. 

PENNINE BOATS, HARO KNOTT, HOLMBRIDGE, HUDDERSFIELD 

ROCK CLIMBING IN SNOWDONIA 
Special courses run by 
Al Harris and Pete Crew 
Write for details enclosing S.A.E. to 

Crew and Harris, Bigil, Dinorwic, Caerns. 

ACCOMMODATION 
GLENCOE Cook, sleep dry 61-. Glencoe bunk-house welcomes climbers, school or 
venture groups. Sleeps up to 42. Camping 11- nightly. Send s.a.e. Bunkhouse, Glencoe, 
Argyll. Tel. Ballachulish 256. 

BREGON BEACONS Overnight accommodation for families, individuals, or parties. 2t 
miles from Brecon but close to shop, pub, and Post Office. Write for details to 
Mrs. D. Reid, The Lodge, Llanfrynach, Brecon. Tel. Llanfrynach 205. 

FOR SALE 

Ladies Cortina climbing boots size 7, worn one week only. £9 o.n.o. Also breeches 
waist 26 ', 25/ - . Owner marrying non-climbing husband. Shepherd, Woodfield, Priory 
Close, Chislehurst. 467 2023. 



Equipment Notes 
Edited by Dave Pearce 

Important developments in Scottish ice-climbing. 
Chouinard Ice Picks and a conventional ice -dagger. Macinnes prototype axes. The Pterodactyl is on the right. 

Advances in Ice Technique 
Scottish climbers have long been 
in the vanguard of ice climbing 
and, now that there are many 
climbers capable of doing the 
hardest routes, success is 
measured in terms of how long 
the ascent took, rather than by 
the actual achievement of the 
top. The scene seems set for a 
breakthrough in standards and 
techniques. 

John Cunningham and Bill 
March are developing a new ice
climbing technique and have 
been using the method with 
considerable success this winter. 
Essentially, the technique takes 
daggering and front-pointing on 
crampons to their logical limits, 
thereby eliminating step cutting . 
The technique is greatly en
hanced by the use of a 
Chouinard Ice Hammer, which 
fulfils the same function as a 
conventional ice dagger. Unlike 
an ice dagger, however, the 
hammer can be inserted in hard 
ice with one hand. The pick is 
curved and serrated, and holds in 
most types of ice. It is important 
not to pull up too high on the 
inserted hammer, as it may then 
become difficult to remove. The 
optimum position for removal is 
with the bottom of the hammer 
at about eye level. 

Cunningham writes : 'On The 
Chancer, a new route we did last 
winter, the entire route was 
front-pointed, the crux of the 
climb being about 80ft. of ice 
of which the bottom 35ft. was 
overhanging. We use tension 
traverse methods to gain 
weaknesses or better lines, 
adopting front-pointing and 
daggering to facilitate this. In 
fact, we now have a very close 
parallel to rock climbing in 
balance and methods. The 
psychological factor in leading 
steep ice by this technique is 

just as great as in high standard 
rock climbing. 

· It is essential to be able to 
front-point on very steep ice 
before even starting to use the 
Chouinard hammers. The latter 
then bring in a completely new 
aspect of ice climbing. New 
angles can be tackled - angles 
that I know I would never have 
tackled before. 

'Scottish ice climbers are 
abysmally ignorant of the correct 
use of the equipment which they 
carry around. They cut steps 
for hands and feet if it is at all 
steep, despite the fact that they 
could walk up 75 ° ice without 
any aids other than front points, 
or even steeper than that with 
training. 

'When grade VI comes to be, the 
new technique will be the 
deciding factor : traditional 
techniques will be out of the 
question, for who can hold on 
to overhanging ice while cutting 
steps hour after hour?' 

Hamish Macinnes is so impressed 
by the technique that he has 
produced some experimental ice 
climbing tools. Cunningham 
feels that, in future, hard gully 
men will use not ice axes, but 
Chouinard hammers, pterodactyls 
and the like. The Macinnes 
prototypes suffer from too 
steep an inclination of the pick ; 
the curve of the pick should 
conform to the arc of the 
swing, if the momentum of the 
moving hammer is to embed the 
pick and not merely cause it 
to vibrate. 

Does this represent a break
through in technique? Perhaps 
this will best be judged by 
whether or not it leads to a 
breakthrough in standards. March 
is so much a convert that he 
now considers it as unethical 
to cut steps or handholds as to 

put pitons in rock that can be 
climbed free. 

The Snow Tread 
The plastic snow shoe or 'Snow 
Tread' has been used on search 
operations in the Cairngorms 
and has been found very 
effective in deep soft snow. The 
plastic lattice gives a good grip 
on crusted snow, and snow does 
not adhere to the smooth 
surface. The shoe provides a 
stable platform in soft snow, 
although it may sink a foot or 
more. It is of great value if heavy 
loads are being carried. 

Its use is limited by the hardness 
of the snow and the angle of the 
slopes; on steep slopes, the 
shoe is ineffective. The attach 
ment system, a heel strap and a 
toe strap, is ineffective on some 
boots as the heel strap tends to 
slip down. This may be 
remedied by tying a nylon cord 
across the top of the boot to 
retain the heel strap in position. 
When fastening the snow shoe, 

it is important that the foot is 
not too far forward on the 
hinged plate (see diagram for 
correct position) , as this tends to 
make the shoe flap on the foot. 
Information from John 
Cunningham and Bill March 
Available from Graham Tiso. 
Price : £5.19.6. a pair. 

New Method to Prevent 
Crampon-Balling 
Larry Penberthy's ingenious 
mind has produced a deceptively 
simple solution to a problem 
which has endangered and 
irritated mountaineers for years -
that of snow-balling on crampons. 
Before the crampons are put on, 
they are wrapped in a thick 
polythene sheet through which 
the spikes are poked. The 
polythene prevents the snow 
from getting an initial purchase 
on the crampon crossbars and 
on the cleats on the soles of 
the boots. 
Information from Larry 
Penberthy 
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Mountaineering 
Equipment 
Suppliers 
Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952. 

Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports (S) , 
520 Union Street. 
Tel. 0224.20157. 

Ambleside, Westmorland 
Frank Davies (S), 
The Climbers· Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 

Aviemore, Scotland 
Speyside Sports (S) , 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 

Bangor, North Wales 
Arvons, 
216 High Street, 
Tel. 0248.3849. 

Bethesda, North Wales 
Arvons, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0248.82.401 . 

Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S) , 
7 Snowhill Ringway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180. 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S), 
157 Great Moor Street. 
Tel. 0204.25087. 

Bradford 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
71 a Godwin Street. 
Tel. 02742.1998. 

Brighton 
Sport and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 

Bristol 
Joseph Bryant Ltd., 
The Outdoor Centre, 
Colston Street. 
Tel. 0272.23166. 

Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 

Capel Curig, North Wales 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. 
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Capel Curig, North Wales 
Ellis Brigham (M) (S), 
Mountain Centre. 
Tel. Capel Curig 232. 

Croydon, Surrey 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre, 
Tel. 01 .688.2667. 

Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd. , 
29 High North Gate (C) . 
Tel. 0325.2390. 

Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 

Derby 
Prestidge ( S), 
350 Normanton Road. 
Tel. 0332.42245. 

Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports (C) (S), 
95 Spring Gardens. 
Tel. 0302.67755. 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd. 
63 Seagate (M) (S), 
Tel. 0382.24501 -2. 

Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso {M), 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031.556.1723. 

Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S), 

. 181 /182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 . 

Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2. 

Glasgow 
Bob Finnie Sports, 
53 Possil Road , C.4. 
Tel. 041.332.0327 

Grantown-on-Spey, Scotland 
Speyside Sports (S), 
47 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 

Glenbrittle, Skye 
Mike Chalwin, 
Agents for: 
Bryan G. Stokes in Skye. 

Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 

Leeds 
Centres port, 
Frank Davies, Dave Clarke, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 

These shops stock high class Mountaineering, Ski- ing and Camping 
Equipment. 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski -i ng Equipment. 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34 /36 Eastgate (C) (S), 
Tel. 0532.24599 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
2 Wade Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.29374. 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1 
Tel. 051 .709.6912. 

Llanberis, North Wales 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall. 
High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 

London 
Pindisports (S), 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01 .242.3278. 

London, Acton, W .3. 
Pindisports (S), 
373/5 Uxbridge Road, W.3 
Tel. 01.992.6642. 

London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd. , 
54 Seymour Street, W1 H 5WE 
Tel. 01 .723.5252. 

London 
Y.H.A. Sales, 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01 .839.1722. 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S) , 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 . 

Manchester 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C), 
15 Station Road, Urmston. 
Tel. 061.748.6408. 

Manchester 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
211 Deansgate 2. 
Tel. 061 .834.7278. 

Manchester 
Y. H.A. Services Ltd., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 

Mansfield, Notts. 
W. Slack and Sons, 
38 Rosemary Street. 
Tel. 0623.24449. 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S), 
227 / 229 Westgate Road. 
Tel. 0632.23903. 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street (S) (C). 
Tel. 0632.22139. 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
1 Canning Circus. 
Tel. 0602.47230. 

Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
(Branch of the Scout 
Association) . 

Preston 
P.S. D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53792. 

Rawtenstall, Lanes. 
C. H. Parsons, 
13 Bacup Road. 
Tel. 07062.6353 

Settle, Yorks. 
Cave and Crag, 
Duke Street. 
Tel. 07292.3311 . 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
High Court. High Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 

Stockport 
Base Camp (C) , 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Sunderland 
Outdoor Centre (C) (S), 
7 Derwent Street, 
Park Lane. 
Tel. 0783.57945. 

Wednesbury, Staffs. 
Tebbutt Bros. (M) (C) (S), 
Camping and Climbing, 
91 / 92 Walsall Street. 
Tel. 021 .556.0802. 

West Bromwich, Staffs. 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) {S) , 
Tel. 021 .553.1670. 

Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/5 King Street {C) (S), 
Tel. 0902.27012. 

York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 
(Branch of the Scout 
Association) . 

CANADA 
Calgary: Alberta 
C.Y.H.A. Mountain Sales, 
455 - 12th Street N.W. 
Tel. 244-8251 . 
evenings only ; (C) (M). 



'Though frost be fierce and pain 
be dire 

My oath shall be my burning fire.' 
Hartmann. Nanga Parbat, 1937 

This article was written with a 
feeling of inadequacy, a feeling 
that older friends knew Tom 
Patey far better than I. It was 
only that I had been with him 
that day, jibed on the summit, 
rigged the abseil, and become 
the only observer of the fatal 
accident, which persuaded me 
to put pen to paper, doubtingly. 

Tom Patey's death comes as a 
grievous shock to us all . He was 
killed instantly in a fall from an 
abseil after climbing The Maiden, 
a fierce little quartzite pillar off 
Whiten Head in Sutherland. To 
his wife, his family, his friends in 
mountaineering and elsewhere, 
and to his patients in his 
rambling medical practice, the 
loss is immeasurable. 
This many-faceted man was the 
son of the Rector of Ellen near 
Aberdeen. He attended 
Gordon's College, Aberdeen, 
where he developed a musical 
talent much appreciated more 
recently by mountaineers. 
The stark Cairngorms intruded 
on his adolescent years. With 
other schoolboys of a group 
known as the 'Horrible High 
landers', he tramped the 
'Munro's' in the late forties. By 
1949, he had a rope. 
"In 1950, 'Goggs' Leslie and I 
emerged shaken but triumphant 
from a hole in Douglas-Gibson 
Gully cornice, thereby ushering 
in a new era of winter expedi
tions on routes which had 
hitherto been regarded as solely 
within the provinces of rock 
specialists. It was also our first 
premiere." 
Thus began a series of dramatic 
climbing successes which made 
Tom the "Grand Master of the 
Fifties" in Scotland. In this 
period, he did over 70 climbs in 
the Cairngorms. Outstanding 
amongst these were the first 
winter ascents of Tough-Brown 
Traverse, Eagle Ridge and 
Parallel Buttress at Lochnagar, 
and Route Major on Carn 
Etchachan, together with early 
winter climbs in the Northern 
Carries of Cairngorm. 
Despite his image in England, 
Patey was never solely a winter 
climber, and many of his 
numerous summer routes were 
formidable - Parallel Gully B 
and Vertigo Wall, for instance. 
The first ascent of Vertigo Wall 
was made in damp conditions 
in October 1954, and was a 
major epic. It was as important 
to the development of Creag an 
Dubh Loch as was Great 
Eastern to Scafell. 
In the early fifties, his activities 
extended to Applecross and 
Skye, while forays to the Alps 

a eulogy by Paul Nunn 

also became possible. Here, his 
boldness and ice experience paid 
off on the first British ascents of 
the Sans Nom Arete of the 
Verte and the North Face of the 
Plan. In 1956, he was a member 
of the highly successful Mustagh 
Tower expedition and, in 1958, 
as a surgeon-lieutenant in the 
Royal Navy, he returned to 
the Himalaya with Mike Banks to 
make the first ascent of Rakaposhi. 
Service with the Marines took 
Patey to Devon, where he 
attacked the local outcrops with 
customary vigour, making a 
number of new climbs and 
starting the exploration of 
Chudleigh Rocks. Nevertheless, 
his activities remained wide
spread. Central Pillar, on Craig 
Meaghaidh, initiated the 
development of open-face 
climbing in winter. Zero Gully 
(with Macinnes and Nicol) was 
the first big Nevis gully to fall . 
New climbs in the Cairngorms, 
on Ben Nevis, and in Devon, 
followed. Finally, a winter trip 
to Romsdal brought him into 
contact with the local guru, 
Arne Randers Heen, with whom 
he made an early winter ascent 
of the Romsdalhorn. 

Patey's move to a practice in 
Ullapool took him into the centre 
of the least-developed area in 
Scotland. In the ensuing feast of 
new climbs, he did hundreds of 
routes, some of them solo. The 
most notable include The Nose 
Direct (VS, solo) on Fuar Thall , 
the Cioch Nose in Applecross, 
the Gnome Wall (solo) on Ben 
Eighe, and many routes in the 
Fannichs and on the Tallie Crags. 
Numerous winter climbs on 
Ben Dearg and in Corriemulzie, 
and a scatter of climbs on most 
major crags between Ullapool 
and Cape Wrath - of which 
those on Sgurr an Fhidhleir are 
among the more formidable -
also fell to his restless energy. 
Many of these crags, like Alladale 
Slabs (Whigmaleerie: 800ft, 
solo), had no previous routes. 
Despite his ineptitude as a 
swimmer, it was Patey who 
initiated and dominated the 
stack climbing mania, thus 
earning himself the title of 
' Dr. Stack'. The Old Man of Hoy 
(with Baillie and Bonington in 
1966) was followed by ascents 
of the most prominent smaller 
brethren, including the Old Man 
of Stoer and The Herdsman. 

'The mountaineer it seems ... is 
impelled through life by the old 
jostle of Romance.' 

James Morris 

Forays outside this Northern 
Kingdom continued to be fruitful, 
especially in winter. Craig 
Meaghaidh remained a 
favourite, producing a stream of 
routes of which Diadem and the 
Last Post were the most 
impressive. Occasional climbs 
were also made on the Ben. 
Most notable of all, however, 
was the winter traverse of the 
Cuillin Ridge with Macinnes, 
Robertson and Crabbe. 
In the Alps, partnerships with 
other leading mountaineers led 
to first ascents like the West 
Face of the Plan, the North West 
Face of the Aiguille Sans Nom, 
the North Face of the Point 
Migot and the West Face of the 
Cardinal. Tom's secret weapon 
was his great catalogue of 
Alpine possibilities. He did his 
homework as meticulously as he 
wrote his articles. 
In 1969 his alpine prowess 
received full recognition when 
he was elected President of the 
AC.G. 
Patey was an extreme 
individualist and often admitted 
that he had a "healthy 
disregard for the rope". 
"Once in a while it is very 
refreshing to climb alone ... 
By tradition the climber who 
habitually climbs alone is 
regarded as reckless. Nothing 
is further from the truth because 
if he were other than safe he 
would be dead." 
On ice, Tom's easy grace could 
be alarming. He would often 
impatiently throw away the rope 
and churn off with two axes 
and crampons, as on his 
phenomenal solo first ascent of 
the Winter Girdle of Craig 
Meaghaidh. 
He was a gregarious man, and he 
carried his own indefinable 
atmosphere with him. He 
was also a great entertainer -
in conversation, in lectures, and 
in his songs and articles. 
In the television spectacular 
game, Tom naturally became a 
key personality. His overall 
success in entertainment resulted 
from his ability to make satirical 
and penetrating analyses of all 
that was going on around him. 
His enormous vitality and 
enthusiasm, coupled with his 
warm personality, brought him 
many friends. 
There was something youthful 
about Tom, a wild, devil-may
care gaiety within the discerning 
humour. He always showed his 
pleasure in climbing. 
Fate has intruded, prematurely 
cruel, upon a man ever "a little 
older in wisdom, a little younger 
in spirit". 
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ALPINE DUVET is 
virtually two down filled 

duvets sewn together 
with the quilting of 

outer and inner 
staggered to pre

vent cold spots. 
Downfilled hood is 

completely detachable. 
Weight 21b. 8oz. 

£18.19.6. 

Write now for your FREE Blocks of Greenock 
catalogue quoting Dept. M. T.4 or visit any of our 
branches listed below. 

Branches at :-

London, Birmingham, Bristol, 
Glasgow, Leeds, Manchester, 
Nottingham, Sheffield, Stoke-on
Trent & Sutton, Surrey. 

Warmth and comlort 
without weight 

Illustrated are just three products from our vast 1970 
range of mountaineering equipment, such items to 
give you warmth and comfort without too much 
weight on your next climb or expedition. 

OREGON lightweight tent. Th is tent has been under development for 
some years and comes complete with integral groundsheet and flysheet 
together with an 'A ' pole, short rear upright and ridge pole. Produced 
in a lightweight P.U. Coated Nylon this tent weighs less than 9 lb. 
complete. £29.10.0 

N ORSELAN D sleeping bag. A new addition to the already famous 
Icelandic range. This bag has a unique overlapping tube construction 
filled with the best quality down . Cover in down proof nylon. £12.19.6. 

~_A BLACKSOF 
~-GREENOCK 

(BLACK AND EDGINGTON LTD.) 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE · PORT GLASGOW 
and 

HUXLEY CORNER WORKS· SIDCUP · KENT 

Cap-11. :"l{' 
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New Books 
New Dolomite guides catch the Alpine season 
Mike Gill on his expeditions - Fred Beckey's climbs in the Cascades. 

Dolomites East 
by John Brailsford and 
Denny Moorhouse 

Dolomites West 
by John Brailsford 

General Editor: Colin Taylor 

Alpine Club: 40/- (East); 
38/- (West) 

The new editions of selected 
climbs in the Dolomites are at 
last available. These handsome, 
green-backed volumes, neatly 
matching and complimentary, 
replace the guide published by 
the Alpine Club in 1963. Their 
coverage is far more extensive, 
comprising nearly three hundred 
climbs, as compared with less 
than two hundred in the old 
edition. New areas are included. 
Dolomite enthusiasts will be 
pleased to find coverage of the 
Bosconero, Monte Pelmo, 
Furchetta, Paternkofel and 
Zwolferkofel. Routes like the 
North Face of the Rochetta Alta 
di Bosconero and the South 
East Pillar of Monte Pe/mo 
should be a boon to those who 
have followed the well-trodden 
path from Tre Cima to Tofana 
and on to the North Face of the 
Civetta. Some of the most 
glaring problems of the old guide 
were in the Brenta. Now climbers 
will at least find themselves on 
the right mountains in that area. 
In the popular regions, con
siderable numbers of climbs 
have been inserted. On 
Sassolungo and Sella Towers, 
the inclusion of a number of top 
class harder routes (the Schober 
and the Rossi routes on the 
First Sella Tower, and the 
Messner on the Second), and 
further routes on the Sass 
Pordoi, the Piz di Ciavazes and 
the lnnerkofler Tower, help to 
change the image of this area, 
which often seemed suitable 
only for the moderate climber. 
Other additions are similarly 
welcome, although one may 
quarrel with the selection 
occasionally. One might question 
the omission of routes like The 
Direct on Torre Trieste's South 
Face or, even more important, 
the numerous good recent climbs 
(apart from those included) on 
the Civetta and especially on 
the Marmolada. Greater 
emphasis on the latter, and less 
on climbs like the Camillotto
Pellissier on the Cima Grande, 
with its 340 bolts, would have 
been welcome. 
Undoubtedly, this guide owes 
much to its pioneering 
predecessor, as its author 
stresses. Notorious mistakes 
and omissions have been 
corrected by circulating the text 
to people with islands of know-

ledge in specific areas. Probably 
(with luck), fewer people will 
lose their way on the back of the 
Punta Civetta, although the 
descent from the Su Alto which 
is given here seems worse than 
that previously described (five 
abseils versus none) . 
The description of the North 
Face ( Yori/Zanutti route) of 
Monte Agner offers little improve
ment on the earlier one, and 
presumably the resulting 
confusion will continue to reign 
for a few more years. 
All descents are described and 
several diagrams have been 
added. Occasionally, tantalizing 
lines on diagrams are devoid of 
route descriptions (Catenaccio, 
Marmolada). Routes which have 
yet to be climbed by a British 
party are indicated by a star. 
Apart from warning climbers of 
the possible weaknesses of 
translated descriptions, this will 
encourage exploration of un
familiar routes and should result 
in an increase of information on 
such routes. The initial technical 
material is invaluable. The 
author's clear-headed recognition 
of the dangers inherent in 
translated descriptions is wholly 
salutary, as is his recognition of 
the possibility of occasional 
vagueness and duplication. The 
glossary of terms used in 

Italian guides is therefore of 
great value. 
The attempt to deal with the 
sticky problem of grade VI 
climbs and the difficulty of 
distinguishing between free and 
artificial routes is welcome, 
although it may not work. With 
bolts springing from old free 
climbs, this is a matter of 
concern to continental as well 
as to British climbers. A few bits 
of old mythology persist. 
Some grey rocks in the 
Dolomites can be very loose 
indeed, despite assurances given 
to the contrary. Snow in gullies 
and near summits in bad 
weather or early or late in the 
season should be guarded against. 
These additional points might 
have been made together with 
the others that are so adequately 
dealt with. These are solid guide 
books, not too adventurous. 
With bits of additional informa
tion from the A.C.G. bulletins 
and Alpinismus, they should 
stand for the better part of a 
decade. 
Paul Nunn 

Mountain Midsummer 
by Michael Gill 
Hodder & Stoughton: 50/ 
$4.50 (New Zealand) 
In the last month of 1959, there 
appeared in the Auckland Star an 
advertisement inviting climbers 
to apply for an expedition to the 
Himalaya. The leader of the 
expedition was to be Sir 
Edmund Hillary. Michael Gill, 
a medical student whose ape
like build particularly suited him 
to climbing, applied and was 
accepted. So began Gill's 
expedition career. 
Gill had become interested in 
climbing some four years 
earlier, concentrating his 
activities on the Dannans, a 
mountain group situated in the 
South West of New Zealand's 
South Island. Until 1960, he had 
climbed only in his own country. 
The expeditions - the Himalayan 
Scientific and Mountaineering 
Expedition ('60-'61) and the 
Himalayan Schoolhouse 
Expedition - took him to the 
ultimate range. The first 
expedition climbed Arna Dablam 
and attempted Makalu. The 
former ascent was made without 
the permission of the Nepalese 
Government. The climbers must 
have known that this would have 
serious repercussions on the 
applications of future expeditions 
to the area. Perhaps they did it 
because they were confronted 
with a most beautiful mountain. 
But was their decision the 
right one? Gill is disappointingly 
silent on the subject and we are 
left to draw our own con
clusions. 
The book ends with an account 
of a tent-testing trip (when 
hopes for bad weather were not 
fulfilled) and an account of an 
expedition to the Antarctic. 
Gill treats his material in the 
classical expedition style ; action 
is piled upon action . His writing 
echoes the stoics' approach. 
Fighting for his life in a savage, 
flooded creek, sitting for 
interminable days in an ice cave, 
or battling up some Himalayan 
giant, he is steadfastly deter
mined, but apparently emotion
less. Only the outer man is 
revealed. His style left me 
half-believing that an expedition 
with adequate financial backing 
has only the direct problems to 
solve in achieving its objective. 
Nevertheless, this is an 
interesting glimpse of climbing 

Bill Murray's classic 

MOUNTAINEERING IN SCOTLAND 
is now available in Aldine 

Paperbacks 8/ 6d. Also in hardback, 30s. 

Through any bookshop. 

in New Zealand and of a New 
Zealander's view of climbing 
away from home. 
Brian Fuller 

Challenge of 
The North Cascades 
by Fred Beckey 

The Mountaineers, 
Seattle: $7.95 
Fred Beckey: a legend in his 
own time, a prodigious climber 
who has probably made more 
first ascents in the mountains 
than anyone else in any country. 
Continually travelling from one 
range to another, from one new 
route to the next, and apt to 
turn up anywhere at any time, 
he is a unique and engaging 
person - a mystery, probably 
even to himself. How does he 
keep it up, and why? 
Anyone hoping to find answers 
to these questions will almost 
certainly be left guessing at the 
end of this book, which deals 
with Beckey's climbs in the 
North Cascades. 
For those who know the area, 
this book will be fascinating, 
for there is a wealth of back
ground material and anecdote. 
But for others, to whom the 
Cascades are unknown territory, 
the sheer mass of detail may 
prove indigestible. So many new 
routes and areas are dealt with 
that it is hard to keep pace with 
events. No sooner is one 
summit reached than another 
attempt is under way, at a rate 
that sometimes approaches a 
new route every other page. 
Here, Beckey may be a victim of 
circumstances, for while most 
mountaineers have some know
ledge of the Alps and can thus 
identify with books about them, 
the Cascades are outside the 
experience of many climbers. 
With the brief descriptions and 
the difficulty of grasping the 
scale of the peaks, it is hard to 
assess which are the most 
interesting routes: they all merge 
together. There is a fascinating 
appendix, which lists Beckey's 
climbs from 1936 to 1968. Most 
of these are new routes, 
indicating the scope and range 
of his accomplishments. Fred 
Beckey is one of America's 
finest mountaineers and, having 
read Challenge of the North 
Cascades one is left looking 
forward to a book which will 
deal with his major climbs 
during the last thirty years ; these 
include some of the finest 
routes in North America. 
Chris Jones 

This book can be obtained from: 
The Mountaineers, P.O. Box 122 
Seattle, Wash . 98111, U.S.A. 
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''Takeme 
to your 
leader'' 

Ready for anything with the best 
British and International 

Climbing Equipment 
CENTRESPORT 
40 Woodhouse Lane Leeds 2 Tel:31024 

FRANK DAVIES 
The Climbers Shop Ambleside Tel=2297 

The Mountain Shop 7 Snowhill Ringway 
Birmingham 4 Tel : CEN 6816 

JOIN THE ELITE .7 
THEY ALREADY OWN A 

POINTFIVE 
DUVETS and SLEEPING BAGS made to an exacting 

specification for discriminating climbers, down filled for warmth, 
nylon covered for durability. 

Full range of styles and prices available - including the famous 
BRENVA DUVET and the MOUNTAIN SLEEPING BAG. 

See them at your climbing shop. 

BANTON & CO. LTD., MEADOW LANE, NOTTINGHAM. NG 23HP 
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lam 
·going 
to be a good 
climber 

and good climbers get their equipment from 
YHA Services. 

.._+_...YHA Services 
29 John Adam Street, London WC2N 6J E 
36/38 Fountain Street, Manchester M2 2BE 
35 Cannon Street, Birmingham 2 

Illustrated catalogue, "Equipment for Climbers and Cavers", available on request from 
London branch, for prompt mail order service. 

El: 

El: 
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SUCCESS WITH KARRI MOR 
THE WHOLE ANNAPURNA TEAM, INCLUDING DON AND DOUGAL IN THEIR SUMMIT BID, CARRIED THEIR GEAR IN LIGHTWEIGHT NYLON/ALUMINIUM 
RUCSACS WEIGHING ONLY 2 lb 10oz. THEY WERE HELPED TO THE TOP BY THE SPECIAL KARRIMAT OVERBOOTS, GAITERS AND BOX TENTS FITTED 
WITH "KARRIMAT" WATERPROOF THERMAL INSULATING SLEEPING PAD. A SELECTION OF THE STANDARD GEAR WHICH WE PRODUCE WHICH HAS 
HAD THE BENEFIT OF THIS TYPE OF EXPEDITION EXPERIENCE. 

ELM 

Tote-em Junior & Frame 

Britains best selling frame sac 
in 1970. 

Frame and sac complete with 
harness £7 14 0. 

Sac alone 86/- plus 17 / - per 
pr. of harness. 

ENGINEERING 

Made the alloy tubing used for 
the Whillan's Box - so successful on 

THE SOUTH FACE OF ANNAPURNA 
We congratulate Chris Bonington 

and his fine team on their 

magnificent achievement in climbing 
this difficult Himalayan Face. 

Tote-em Senior Pack Sac 
(8oz. Nylon) 

A superb large capacity pack 
sac in very strong nylon. 

Recommended price £7 16 0 
plus 17 /- if harness is required 
to enable to it be used Belay Belt 

Karrimat 
A success story of 1970. 
Most expeditions this year have 
been equipped with Karrimats. In 
the case of the Annapurna 
Expedition they had sufficient 
to completely cover the floor of 
their box tents. This is, however, 
by no means necessary, and 

without frame. This was the first sleeve type belt available, the 
original design being by us in conjunction 

we make them available in 3 
different sizes:-

12" X 48" 
18" X 48" 

and 36" x 24" 

with Plas-y- Brenin. 

Excellent value at 29/-. 
Available in small , medium and large. 

Write for our illustrated colour catalogue giving more details 

KARRIMOR PRODUCTS LIMITED 
Bell Street Haslingden Lanes 

Our flares bring 

It can't 
happen I 
to you • 
But you could come across 
an accident and have to 
summon help. 

Aid for the Asking 
from as little as 9/- each. 

F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street 
Aberdeen AB1-1HL 

CASTOR Fully leather lined climbing boot with 
i padded ankle shafts. Padded, bellow tongue with 

water-protecting wrap-over. Hinged heel . Hand
welted double stitched leather sole covered with 
Vibram Montagna sole. Black only. £10.4s.0d. 

GREPON Handsome climbing boot in brown 
high grade amphibious skin. Tall fully leather lined 
and ankle shafts. Full bellow and padded tongue. 
Heavy welted leather soles, fully screwed and 
covered with Vibram Montagna soles. £12.3s.4d. 

GABELHORN Attractive reverse leather high al
titude climbing boot. Fully leather lined, padded 
ankle shafts, water-protecting wrap-over. Hinged 
heels and elastic leather snow/water resisting tops. 
Close welted four tier leather sole fully screwed, 
covered with Vibram security Montagna soles. 

£18.10s.0d. 

Send for catalogue and nearest stockist 

EH PRICE & Co (Cambridge) Ltd 
10 ST BARNABAS ROAD CAMBRIDGE 
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that goes on all the expeditions 
The current British Antarctic Survey, the recent 
~ritish Trans-Arctic Expeditions, the 1953 success
ful ascent ot Everest ... these and many other 
expeditions in the Himalayas, Andes and Antarc
tica, have been equipped with the big bags ... the 
finest in the world ... the Fairy down sleeping 

··· .. · .......... .. .. bags. 

Sir Edmund Hillary wrote: 
"You'll be pleased to know both 
Tensing and I used your bags in 
Camp 9,., as a matter of interest. 
Tensing gave me the unsolicited 
testimonial that his N.Z. bags 
were the best he had ever used . 
I don't think there's much doubt 
that your bags are the best that 
can be obtained anywhere in the 
world ." 

down sleeping bags 
the lightest and warmest yet made f 

U.K. STOCKISTS: 
Aberdeen F. Diack & Son 
Arnbleside Frank Davis 
Birm'gham Frank Davis 
Capel CurigBrennands 
Edinburgh Graham Tiso 
Glasgow Greaves 
Keswick George Fisher 
Leeds 1 Yorkshire Camping 

Shops Ltd. 

Liverpool Ellis Brigham 
Llanberis Joe Brown 
London Youth Hostel Assn. 
Pindisports and all branches 

of Pindisports 
Manchester Ellis Brigham 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 

L.D. Mountain Centre 
Nottingham Roger Turner 
Sheffield Bryan G. Stokes 

Internationally renowned products of ARTHUR ELLIS & CO. LTD. 

HEAD OFFICE: Private Bag,Dunedin,New Zealand 



Gollies 
These climbing boots have been made on a very exact
ing last. The heel grip and grip around the forepart 
make the wearer's foot one strong unit. The toes are 
kept comfortable with the use of the full length lace 
system and soft toe puff. 
The upper is made of a blue split leather, backed with 
a strong laminate of rubberised cotton duckcloth. The 
sole and the rand are of a high quality rubber, the rand 
being chamfered flush with the upper at the top edge. 

This rubber is currently being used on Admiralty wet 
deck footwear and has passed stringent tests. Nickel 
plated brass eyelets are used . 
As in all smooth-soled rock boots, the sole has no 
additional stiffeners. It relies only on the rigidity of the 
sole and insole materials. The rigidity of the Gollies 
tends to be more than that of the E.B . French boot but 
not as great as that of the R.D.'s. The boots are 
available in Continental sizes from 36 to 46. 

PRICE £5-19-6 postage paid 

Ellis Brigham 
12-14 Cathedral Street Manchester M4 3FU 
061-834 0161 

Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street Liverpool L 1 4H D 
051-ROYal 6912 

Mountaineering and Rock Climbing Specialists 

© Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited, Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd . 102A Westbourne Grove, London, W.2. 



Fisher 
POSTAL SERVICE 

Borrowdale Road, Keswick 
Tel. 72178 

Sets sent for inspection. Special 
reduced rates for bulk orders from 
Education Authorities, Rescue Teams, 
Outdoor Centres etc. Guaranteed to 
give complete weather protection. 
Erksons' Jacket (right) Opens down the front 
with press stud fastening. Three large pockets. Price: £5. 7.6. 

Erksons' Overtrousers (right) Press studs at 
t he ankle, draw cord at the waist. Complete 
protecti0n. Price: £2.17.6. 

Erksons' Parka (below) Completely waterproof. 
Ideal for use at schools or any hard wear. . . Price: £3.19.6. 

Suit with Jacket and Overtrousers . . Price: £8. 5.0. 

Suit with Parka and Overtrousers . . Price: £6.15.0. 

All garments in Orange. Sizes : Small / Medium/ Large. 

Postal Charges : Five Shillings extra. 

ERKSONS 
Fishers introduce the new Norwegian al/
weather suits by ERKSONS. Compare the 
prices and quality with others on the market. 

FANTASTIC VALUE 
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