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The Peapod, a hJrd very severe route on 
Curbar Edge. Photo: Ken Wilson 

The 1 Road to the 
Peak' Goes Thro' 
Sheffield 

Outdoor People now have easier 
and quicker access to the Peak 
District from the East and South, 
using the M1 Motorway. 
Whether you are travelling from 
Leeds, Nottingham or London, 
be sure to look us up when 
passing through Sheffield. 
Ask to see our full range of 
equipment for the Rock Climber, 
Mountaineer, Walker and Skier. 
We are always pleased to give 
advice on local areas and Stanage 
Edge is only 20 mins away. 
Send now for our fully illustrated 
60 page Catalogue the complete 
guide to all your equipment and 
Climbing gear. 

2 High Court 
High Street Sheffield 
Telephone Sheffield 27525 
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that goes on all the expeditions 
The current British Antarctic Survey, the recent 
~ritish Trans-Arctic Expeditions, the 1953 success
ful ascent ot Everest ... these and many other 
expeditions in the Himalayas, Andes and Antarc
tica, have been equipp_ed with the big bags ... the 
finest in the world ... the Fairy down sleeping 

· · .. bags. 

Sir Edmund Hillary wrote: 
"You'll be pleased to know both 
Tensing and I used your bags in 
Camp 9 •• . as a matter of interest. 
Tensing gave me the unsol icited 
testimonial that his N.Z. bags 
were the best he had ever used. 
I don't think there's much doubt 
that your bags are the best that 
can be obtained anywhere in the 
world." 

down sleeping bags 
the lightest and warmest yet made f 
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Nottingham Roger Turner 
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Internationally renowned products of ARTHUR ELLIS & CO. LTD. 

HEAD OFFICE: Private Bag,Dunedin.New Zealand 
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TEAM-WORK 

You, your second
and equipment 
from YHA Services 

29 John Adam Street, London W.C.2 
35 Cannon Street, Birmingham 2 
36/38 Fountain Street, Manchester 2 

Illustrated catalogue 
Equipment for Climbers & 

Cavers available 
on request. 



The Annapurna Expedition 
will have some rather nice 
climbing equipment 

We supplied itl 

Above we show the ultimate 
reality can opener. This and 
all the other sophisticated 
gear can be admired at any 
of our branches. 

Join the expedition yourself 
come to Pindisports 

PIDDISPORTS 
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Equip yourself for the 
big wide climbing world! 
CENTRESPORT 40 Woodhouse Lane, Leeds 2. 
FRANK DAVIES The Climbers Shop, Ambleside. 
THE MOUNTAIN SHOP 7 Snowhill Ringway, 
Birmingham 4. 
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Information 
Four die in Scottish avalanche accidents-
Second Dhaulagiri disaster in 1969 - Chinese claim their second 
Everest ascent - Maestri mounts new Cerro Torre attempt 

}~~. 

Above: The victims of the Ben Nevis and Glencoe accidents. 
Jim MacArtney (top left) Mary Ann Hudson (top right) Fergus 
Mitchell (bottom left) Gunn Clarke (bottom right). 
Photos: Clough and Cleare. 

SCOTTISH NOTES 
The Scottish Winter Season has 
been marred by a series of 
avalanche disasters resulting in 
the deaths of four climbers. 
Details of the accidents and 
obituary notices are given below. 

The Ben Nevis Disaster 
On January 18th three 
climbers, Jim MacArtney, 
Mary Ann Hudson and Fergus 
Mitchell , were killed after being 
avalanched off the slopes below 
the Great Tower on Ben Nevis. 
John Grieve, the fourth member 
of the party, who survived the 
tragedy, has sent us the following 
account of what happened : 
"We left the C.I.C. hut at 10a.m. 
There had been some new snow 
during the night and the 
temperature at the hut was above 
freezing point. By the time we 
had reached the bottom of the 
Italian Climb, however, it was just 
freezing. The wind, which at that 
time was a strong easterly, 
veered later to the west and the 
temperature rose 15 degrees. 
We were unaware of this 
however as the wind disguised 
the temperature rise. We made 
fast time on the hard pitches 
and where the difficulties eased 
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we decided to traverse diag
onally across the face to join 
Tower Ridge just below the 
Great Tower. 
MacArtney climbed a hard 
groove which led to easier 
angled slopes. At this point we 
were all roped together. The 
time was 4.30 p.m. I belayed the 
party up an ice pitch and they 
all carried past me and into a 
wide gully above and to my left. 
While I was following, MacArtney 
was leading the next pitch. I 
reached a point under a wall 
where I was out of sight from 
the others. 
Here the rope jammed below me 
and, unable to make the others 
hear, I was forced to untie to 
give myself sufficient slack to 
flick it free. 
Suddenly there was a loud 
crack and the noise of an 
avalanche. I dug into the ice 
with my axe and a huge snowfall 
passed down the gully to the 
left and some over me, though 
I was largely protected by the 
rock above. The others were 
swept away with the rope, and 
they fell 1,000 ft. 
When I got round into the gully 
I found that there had been a 
soft slab avalanche of 3ft. of 

new snow. The slip was about 
150ft. wide and started at a 
clean break 80ft. above, at the 
point where MacArtney must 
have been. There was no sign of 
the belays : they must have been 
pulled out. The new snow was 
lying on harder consolidated 
snow. On the earlier pitches the 
angle had been too steep to 
hold it." 
Grieve, who was well equipped, 
was unable to continue safely 
alone without a rope. After a 
cold bivouac he was reached by 
members of the Lochabar rescue 
team at 11 p.m. the following 
evening. 

Avalanche on Buachaille 
Etive Mor 
On February 7th., five climbers 
in two ropes were avalanched 
500ft. from the Great Gully. Four 
were comparatively unhurt and 
managed to free themselves. The 
fifth, Gunn Clark from Edinburgh 
was killed. Conditions were 
poor, with damp unconsolidated 
snow in the gully. 

Avalanche on Ciste Dhubh 
At 4.0 p.m. on February 16th., 
five climbers from St. Andrews 
University were caught in an 
avalanche on the North Ridge of 
Ciste Dhubh (3,218ft) in 
Ross-shire. They were carried 
200ft. down the east side of the 
ridge. Four of the climbers 
luckily escaped serious injury, 
although one of them sustained 
a broken wrist. The fifth , Mike 
Heller from Birkenhead, was 
totally buried. When extricated 
by his companions, he was 
unconscious and had severe 
head injuries. While one of the 
party summoned help, the others 
bivouaced in a snow hole. 
They were located at 2.0 a.m. 
the following morning. 
The rescue was performed by 
combined Lochaber and police 
teams led by Sergeant Donald 
Smith. At the time of the 
accident, the weather was fine, 
but heavy snowfalls over the 
previous days had resulted in 
poor snow conditions. All 
members of the party were 
experienced climbers. 

Hamish Macinnes comments: 
With regard to the recent 
avalanche accidents in the west 
of Scotland, would climbers note 
that the avalanche risk is very 
high during, and up to 24 hours 
after, a snow fall. If climbers go 
on the hills in such conditions, 
they should keep to buttress and 
ridge climbs and avoid potentially 
dangerous snow slopes. 
Adherence to the 24-hour rule 
will greatly reduce the avalanche 
risk. 

Jim MacArtney. Aged 25, a 
climbing instructor from 
Aberdeen. MacArtney was one 
of Scotland 's finest all-round 
climbers. His list of ascents and 
expeditions is impressive. His 
rock climbs included first ascents 
of Lethargy, Indolence and 
Nomad's Crack on Eagle's Rock, 
a hard direct start to Waterkelpie 
Wall on Creag an Dubh Loch, 
and Longbow Direct, Koala, 
Kookaburra and Kangaroo on 
Longbow Crag. On ice his 
achievements were no less 
impressive. First winter ascents 
of Djbangi and Mome Rath, a 
second winter ascent of the 
notorious Parallel Gully B on 
Lochnager, and a six-hour 
ascent of Zero Gully placed him 
at the forefront of Scottish ice 
climbing. A visit to the Polish 
Tatra resulted in repeats of some 
of their hardest rock climbs. 
In 1966, MacArtney played a 
prominent part in the extri -
cation of a group of climbers 
stormbound on the Old Brenva. 
More recently, he took part in 
the ascent of Ali Ratni Tibba, 
although injury prevented him 
from joining the final summit 
push. He had planned to 
attempt Cerro Torre next winter. 
MacArtney's death leaves a big 
gap in the ranks of Scottish 
climbers; as a popular figure, 
he will be sorely missed. 

Fergus Mitchell. Aged 23 
Erstwhile Fireman and Lorry Driver 
from Paisley. Mitchell was a 
popular figure in the Glencoe 
fraternity and an experienced 
high -standard rock and ice 
climber. 

Mary Ann Hudson. Aged 23, 
from Bromley in Kent. An 
instructor at Benmore Adventure 
Centre, and described by Grieve 
as : "the best woman ice-climber 
I have seen. She led me up 
No. 6 Gully on Aonach Dubh 
last year." 

Gunn Clark. Aged 32, an 
architect from Edinburgh. 
Clark was one of the best 
British Alpinists of the late 
fifties. His ascents of routes such 
as the North Face of the Plan 
put him at the forefront of 
British Alpinism, but his greatest 
achievements were undoubtedly 
the first British ascents of 
The Walker Spur (with Robin 
Smith) and the Brandler/ Hasse 
on the Cima Grande (with Chris 
Bonington). The latter route did 
much to enhance the popularity 
of hard Dolomite climbing 
among British mountaineers in 
the early sixties. 
Latterly, Clark devoted his 
considerable energies to his 



vocation as an architect and 
climbed infrequently. His death 
comes as a great shock to the 
many friends he made during his 
days in Alpinism. 

RECENT SCOTTISH CLIMBS: 

Lochnager:Tough/ Brown 
Ridge 
Mike Rennie and Norman Kier 
made the first winter ascent of 
the VS summer route (8 hours, 
Grade 5) . 

Creagan a Choire Etchachan 
John Bower and Graham Boyd 
made the first winter ascent of 
the Original Route. (Severe in 
summer, Grade 4 in winter) . 
MacArtney and Alan Fyffe 
climbed Architrave (2½ hours, 
Grade 4) . 

Sgurr of Eigg: East Face 
In February, Chris Boulton and 
Ken Jones forced a 300ft. route 
(VS A3) up the overhanging 
East Face. In constant sleet and 
rain, the climb took three days. 

Strone Ulladale: N.W. Nose 
Doug Scott and Tony Willmott, 
supported by Ray Gillies and Leo 
Dickinson, climbed 200ft. up the 
nose in February. They were 
forced to retreat in the face of 
bad weather and hard nailing. 
The route which takes an even 
bolder line than the N.W. Face 
route (100ft. to the left) , must 
rank as one of the biggest 
outstanding problems in 
Scotland. 
Correspondents: Boulton and 
Fyffe 

EXPEDITION NOTES 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

Malubiting North (22,451ft.) 
This was climbed by a Polish 
expedition in October. 
Hindu Kush: Shakhaur 
A French expedition climbed 
the North Pillar. Similar to the 
Red Sentinel (Mont Blanc), but 
three times as long, this is 
perhaps the most difficult route 
yet achieved in the Hindu 
Kush. 

Gespong (19,200ft.) 
This mountain, which was 
originally attempted by General 
Bruce before the first world war, 
was climbed by a Japanese 
student, Hiro Narita, and a 
Sherpa, Ang Njima. 

Gurja Himal (23,599ft.) 
An eight-man Japanese 
expedition climbed this peak on 
November 1st. 

Dhaulagiri 4 
For the second time this year, 
tragedy befell an expedition to 
the Dhaulagiri Range. Five 
members of the nine-strong 
Austrian expedition and one 
Sherpa were lost in a storm 
high on the mountain. 
The climbers were last seen on 
November 11th. They were 
climbing in poor conditions at 
about 24,000ft, having 
established a high camp. It is 
thought that they were engulfed 
by an avalanche, but a helicopter 
search of the mountain in early 
December proved fruitless. The 
dead are Richard Hoyer (Leader) , 
Kurt Ring (Deputy Leader) , Leo 
Graf, Peter Lavicka, Peter Nemec 
and a Sherpa, variously named 
in the Austrian and German 
climbing press as : Ang Dawa, 
Nindra or Tensing Indra. 
Coupled with the pre-monsoon 
catastrophe on Dhaulagiri I, 
when five Americans and two 
Sherpas lost their lives, this 
accident will cast an ominous 
atmosphere around the massif. 
In the coming season, three 
more expeditions plan to visit the 
area. The International expedition 
led by James Roberts, has 
Dhaulagiri 2 as its objective ; 
the Italians will attempt 
Dhaulagiri 3 and 5; and the 
Japanese will make a further 
attempt on Dhaulagiri 4. 

Tukuche (22,688ft.) 
This was climbed by a Swiss 
team in May. 

Nilgiri East (23,433ft.) 
This was attempted by a 
Japanese team in October, but 
details of the expedition are 
lacking. 

Manaslu 2 (25,902ft.) 
An eleven-strong Japanese 
expedition from Osaka University 
failed to climb this peak in 
October, having reached 
approximately 22,000ft. 

Everest: North Ridge 
(29,028ft.) 
Chen Chien-ming, Wang 
Ming-yudan and Yen Tung-liang, 
three Chinese Communist Party 
Surveyors, climbed Everest 
separately "shortly after the 
9th Party Congress" in May last, 
according to a story released by 
a New China News Agency. 
They made a vow in front of the 
portrait of Chairman Mao to 
climb Everest - "No matter how 
high the mountains, they are not 
as high as the fighting will of 
the revolutionary party of 
Surveyors and Cartographers or 
the soaring thoughts of Chairman 
Mao". 
Wang "had a bad cough, lost his 
voice, and suffered from stomach 
inflammation", and Yen 

Yosemite: Half Dome 
Robbins· and Peterson's magnificent direct route on the North West face 
of Half Dome (photo below) - the most important new route 
achieved in 1969 and 'probably a good indicator of the new era of 
Yosemite Vi's' (Jones) . The route involves conventional aid and free 
climbing up a series of discontinuous flakes linked by bolt pitches. 
A. Dormitory, B. Zebra, C. Lower blank section D. Twilight Ledge, 
E. Sunset Ledge, F. Super Ledge, G. Upper blank section, 
H. Summit Dihedrals, J. Summit overhangs. Photo: Tom Frost. 

" sustained a heart attack." 
They had to retreat to Base Camp 
for treatment. But both 
recovered, "after studying 
Chairman Mao's thoughts", and 
managed to reach the summit by 
their own efforts, in the wake of 
Comrade Chen who "hoisted 
the red banner of Chairman 
Mao's thoughts on the world's 
highest peak". It is not stated 
whether Wang and Yen also 
carried red banners; nor is the 
time taken for the three 
individual ascents recorded. 

Everest: S.W. Face/ South 
Buttress 
Unconfirmed reports state that, 
having reconnoitred the face, 
the Japanese have changed their 
objective to the South Buttress 
(the right skyline of the 
photograph in Mountain 7) . 
Members of the Cooks Tour 
who met the Japanese at their 
base camp below the Khumbu 
Glacier state that the climbers 
had managed to fix several 
thousand feet of rope on the 
intended route in preparation for 
the assault next spring. 
Two of the Japanese remained 
at base camp to await the spring 
expedition. The other two 
continued to Switzerland to 
attempt the Eiger (see Alpine 
Notes). 

Everest: The Ski-ing 
Expedition 
Armed with colour movie 
cameras, 'computers' to trace 
the route and check the climbers· 
health, and automatic parachutes 
for braking, the expedition is 
reported to have filmed the 
expert skier Yuichiro Muira 
descending the mile-long slope 
on the left end of the Llotse 
Face. Muira commented with 
typical Japanese phlegm : 
"Everest has some very 
attractive slopes." He holds the 
world's downhill record, with a 
speed of 1 00km. per hour, 
clocked on Mt. Fuji several 
years ago. 

Everest: Body Found 
The remains of Jake Breitenbach, 
who fell into a crevasse during 
the 1963 American expedition, 
were found at the bottom of the 
Khumbu Glacier. The body was 
identified by Barry Bishop and 
buried near Thangboche 
Monastery. 

PERSIA 

Alam Kuh: North Face 
A third route was added to this 
3,000ft. rock face in July. A 
Polish expedition succeeded in 
climbing the Central Pillar - the 
finest line on the face. After 
some initial preparation, A. Dobek, 
W. Waligora and W. Wroz 
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The cliffs of Baggy Point on the North Devon coast. 
Top: The Scrattling Zawn. Routes: 1. Scrattling Crack, V.D. (Tom 
Longstaff and party). 2. Smile, S. (Edwards and Godfrey) 3. Moonshot, 
V.D. (Biven and party) . 3a. Resurrection, V.S. (Littlejohn and 
Jones, hidden) . 4. White Noise, V.S. (Godfrey and Edwards) . 
5. The Concrete Rose, X.S. (Willmott, Spring and Edwards) . 
photo: Alan Baker 

Middle: The Promontory Slab area. Routes: 6. Pickpocket, X.S. 
(B. Winteringham qnd M . Winteringham). 7. Twinkle Toes, H. V.S. 
(8. and M. Winteringham, Baker and Johnston) . 8. Urizen, H. V.S. 
(Willmott, Spring and Godfrey) . 9. The Pink Void, X.S. (Willmott and 

climbed the pillar in four days. 
The climbing, which was anyway 
of the highest standard, was 
made more difficult by brittle 
rock and high winds. On the 
second day, the party was lucky 
to escape serious accident when 
the leader fell twice in very 
dangerous conditions. 

FORTHCOMING 
EXPEDITIONS 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

Annapurna French Route 
The British Army team attempting 
the second ascent of this route 
in May, consist of Henry Day 
(climbing leader), Maj. Bruce 
Niven (leader) , Gerry Owens, 
Richard Summerton, Andy 
Anderson, Tim Taylor, Doug 
Keelan, and David Jones. 

Makalu (27,807ft.) 
There will be an attempt on th e 
S.E. Ridge in the spring by a 
Japanese expedition. 

Nampa (22,162ft.) 
This will be attempted by a 
Manchester team led by John 
Allen, which includes several 
members of the 1968 Malubiting 
team. 

Everest 
Italian millionaire climber Guido 
Monzino has booked Everest for 
1973, following a rapid recon 
naissance with his guides in 
November. Monzino broke away 
from the Cooks Tour, had a 
quick look at Everest, and then 
flew home. 

Nanga Parbat (26,660ft. ) 
Thirteen names have been 
announced as members of 
Dr. Karl Herrligkoffer's Rupal 
Flank expedition. These are 
Germans, Scholz, Mandel, Kroh, 
Saller, Kuhn, Karl and Jergen 
Winkler and Austrians Messner, 
Habeler, Hann and Kuhn. The 
deputy leader is Michel Anderl. 
This will be Herrligkoffer's 
seventh expedition to Nanga 
Parbat. The last three have been 
to the Rupal Flank. In 1968 
his expedition, a much smaller 
one, reached 23,000ft. on this 
15,000ft. face but failed when 
Gunter Strobel had to be 
evacuated with a broken leg. 

PATAGONIA 

Cerro Torre 1969/ 70 
Various unconfirmed reports state 
that an Italian team, including 
Carlo Mauri and Caesare Maestri, 
is attempting 'the Worst 
Mountain.' No further news of 
the expedition was available 
when we went to press. Mean
while, there are reports of 
growing scepticism among some 
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of Italy's leading climbers about 
Maestri's claims to have 
ascended the mountain in 1959. 

Cerro Torre 1970/ 71 
The selection of next winter's 
British Cerro Torre team is now 
complete. In alphabetical order, 
the team comprises John 
Cunningham, J im Fullalove, 
Martin Harris, Fred Harper, 
Ian Howell, Chris Jackson, Guy 
Lee, Dave Nicol, Doug Scott 
and Bob Smith. Jim MacArtney 
was also on the team, but his 
place has not been reassigned. 
No leader has been named, but 
Scott, Nicol and Harper are 
responsible for the organization. 
The team's secondary objectives 
are the unclimbed Torre Egger 
and Cerro Stanhardt. 
Correspondents: Guha, Salkeld, 
Hepponstall, and Scott. 

NEW CLIFFS INN. DEVON 
The sandstone cliffs of Baggy 
Point, close to Croyd, near 
Barnstaple, were first climbed 
on by Tom Longstaff early in the 
century. They were mentioned 
in Ted Pyatt's admirable book 
Where to climb in the British 
Isles, and were visited recently 
by Peter Biven, Pat Littlejohn 
and others, who added two more 
small routes close to Longstaffs 
Scrattling Crack. Strangely, 
however, Devonian exports have 
been slow to exploit the real 
climbing potential of North 
Devon, preferring instead 'fun 
climbs' on the curious sea 
pinnacles and other rock 
phenomena that are typical of 
soft rock areas. Latterly, they 
have concentrated their 
explorations on Berry Head and 
the other more solid limestone 
cliffs of the South coast. Biven 
states : " I always thought that I 
could fall back on Baggy when 
we had exhausted the cliffs in 
South Devon." Littlejohn com
pla ined of being unable to find 
interested partners who were 
willing to make the sixty-mile 
journey from the cities of the 
south to the north coast. 
Until recently, such complacency 
might have been safe in Devon. 
Following the Anglesey explora 
tions, however, climbers have 
become much more experienced 
in the ascent of loose sea cliffs, 
and growing numbers of keen 
explorers have been scouring the 
coastlines of Britain for new 
Gogarths: St. John's Head, 
St. Bee's Head in Cumberland 
and sea cliffs in Northumberland 
were all products of these moves. 
Late in 1969, during their 
extensive searches of the North 
Devon coastline, teams from the 
North London Climbing Club 

Spring) . 10. Heart of the Sun, A3. (Willmott and Spring) . The last 
two routes are in Slab Cove. F. The Final lunacy. 
photo: Griff Croft. 

Bottom: long Rock Slab. Routes: 11 . Double Overhang, S. (Edwards 
and Godfrey) . 12. In Her Eyes, V.S. (Godfrey and Croft) . 13. Bridge 
of Khazad-Dum, V.D. (Godfrey and Croft) . 14. Kinky Boots, H.V.S. 
(Johnston and Winteringham) . 14a. Direct Start. 15. Midnight Cowboy, 
X.S. (8. and M . Winteringham) . 16. Sexilegs, X.S. (Winteringham and 
Johnston) . 17. The Narrow Way, X.S. (Willmott and Spring) . 18. The 
Grand Viziers Garden Party, X.S. (Willmott and Spring) . 
photo: Alan Baker 

discovered Baggy Point. 
In October, Tony Willmott, Mike 
Spring and Dave Godfrey 
climbed Urizen - a short HVS. 
They immediately noted the 
possibilities - to the left, a huge 
wall reminiscent of Gogarth 's 
Red Wall, and to the right, an 
enormous cave with a 100ft. 
wall above the entrance (this was 
prematurely entitled The Final 
lunacy) . Routes followed 
qu ickly : Willmott attacked the 
big wall during the following 
weekend and made a fine 
route - the Concrete Rose. 
Heart of the Sun and the Pink 
Void also fell to Willmott and 
Spring. These were fine 300ft. 

routes, the latter all free and 
Extreme, the former a completely 
artificial (A3) slab climb. 
Soon, other parties from the 
North London Club were visiting 
the cliff and producing more 
routes. Notable was the 
development of long Rock Slab 
by Benj Winteringham, Willmott 
and others. 
Willmott made one abortive 
attempt at the tottering ceiling 
of the Final lunacy. Armed with 
Ice Stakes and Dead Men to 
combat the glutinous mud/ rock, 
he made forty feet before 
psyching -out. This impressive 
overhang must remain one of the 
big challenges of Baggy, but a 
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35 PROGRESS ROAD, EASTWOOD LEIGH-ON-SEA, ESSEX 

glance at the photographs will 
reveal several other glaring 
possibilities. 
Baggy Point appears to have far 
greater potential as a South
Western Gogarth than does the 
much-trumpeted Berry Head. 
But whether these crumbling 
sea cliffs will become a venue 
for the average climber, or 
whether they will be forgotten 
as soon as they have been 
developed - becoming simply an 
esoteric challenge to the loose 
rock connoisseur - only time 
will tell. 

Correspondents: Baker and 
Willmott 

Cheddar Gorge - Again 
Following the news item in our 
November issue, activity at 
Cheddar has been renewed. 
Strong teams have been 
inspecting various lines, and 
several new routes have been 
made. 
Frank Cannings and Pat Littlejohn 
made a hard free route (XS), 50ft 
right of Warlord. The pair also 
repeated Thor without aid. On 
Sunset Buttress, Bob Dearman 
(with Dave Riley and Dave 
Leicester), stirred from caving 
activities by repeated references 
to his climbing retirement, has 
added two further routes. Both 
involved large amounts of aid. 
The lines, including a correction 
in the line of Paradise Lost, are 
marked on the accompanying 
photograph. 

The Sunset Buttress at Cheddar 
Gorge. 
1. Palo Alto. 2. Paradise Regained. 
3. Bird of Paradise. 4. Paradise 
Lost. 5. Gates of Eden. 
Photo: Bob Dearman 

On the Buttress to the right of 
Hammer and Sickle, Boysen and 
McHardy climbed a very hard 
free route - Burma Road. 
Dearman and Riley later added 
Satori (VS A2), up a three-stepped 
arete just right of Burma Road. 
On the Coronation Street 
Buttress, P. Livesey made a free 
direct finish to Bonington's 
route. The real plum, however, 
fell to Paul Nunn and J. Morgan. 
They climbed the wall to the 
left of West Route, using 

surprisingly little aid, then 
ascended the prominent arete 
before penduling into the big 
final groove at the top of the 
crag. Shangri-La (HVS A3) is a 
fitting culmination to the 
exploration of a remarkable 
piece of rock. 
Finally, with regard to our 
November item, we must 
apologise for overlooking Harry 
Smith's girdle traverse of the 
Coronation Street Buttress (an 
obvious line at ¾rds height -
see photograph in Mountain 6) . 
This must surely be the most 
exposed expedition in the South 
of England. 
Correspondents: Nunn, Dearman 
and Cannings 

Bird Life on Anglesey 
Following complaints from 
various bird-watching societies, 
there is growing concern among 
leading Welsh climbers about 
the threat to bird life occasioned 
by the widespread climbing on 
the Anglesey sea cliffs. 
The cliffs of Gogarth Bay and 
South Stack are breeding grounds, 
not only for the ubiquitous gulls, 
but also for the rarer guillemots, 
razor bills and puffins, and the 
very rare peregrine falcons and 
choughs. 
The gulls nest mainly on the tops 
of the cliffs and are sufficiently 
assertive and aggressive to look 
after themselves. A natural 
equilibrium has developed 
between gull and climber: the 
latter climbs untroubled for most 
of the year, but the gull takes 
over and makes climbing 
intolerable at the height of the 
breeding season in May. 
The other birds, however, are 
not so resilient and are easily 
disturbed. They nest mainly on 
cliff ledges, and in some cases 
lay only one egg each year. 
Their reproductive cycle can be 
seriously disturbed by passing 
climbers during the crucial stage 
of the breeding season. 
Les Holliwell, who is both a 
leading climber and an 
experienced ornithologist, thinks 
that if climbers avoided certain 
areas during the breeding season 
(April-June) serious harm to the 
bird life could be averted. The 
areas concerned are: the 
Parliament House Cave area at 
North Stack, the Left-Hand Red 
Wall area, and Mousetrap Zawn. 
If climbers would voluntarily 
observe these restrictions (which 
affect a few, mainly very hard 
routes), a more extensive and 
official ban on climbing, which 
might be imposed in the event 
of further complaints, would 
thereby be avoided. 

1 00's more items are listed 
in our Mail Order Price 
List - SEND FOR YOUR 
COPY 

RECOMMENDED 
BY JOE BROWN 

JB CLIMBING HELMET 
Hand-made to exacting speci
fication Unique shock absorbing 
foam liner. Comfortable. The 
climber's life insurance. 
£3.17.6. ( + 3/- p.p.) 

CASSIN LIGHTWEIGHT 
KARABINERS 
11 mm. 1800 kg. 16/6 
12 mm. 2200 kg. 19/6 

JOE BROWN CAGOULE 
Tremendous value - in hard
wearing 4 oz. nylon. Generously 
sized. Small, med., large. In red, 
navy, bottle green. 
£4.10.0. ( + 2/6 p.p.) 

PINNACLE DAY SAC 
A useful frameless day sac in 
extra strong bright red nylon. 
Hardwearing and hard to lose. 
Padded straps. 
£4.2.0. ( + 2/6 p.p.) 
£3.3.0. In canvas. 

LOOPED PILE STOCKINGS 
Terry wool lined, wool and nylon 
for hard wear and comfort. Long 
legs. Price unchanged after 4 
years. In red, royal and black. 
State shoe size. 
15/6. (+ 9d. p.p) 

MOUNTAIN BOOTS 
The EIGER DARBELLAY 
An exceptionally strong, 
comfortable boot, padded and 
weatherproof. Sizes 8 to IO½. 
£16.5.0. 

The SCARPA FITZROY, in 
turned leather, slightly wider 
fit and lighter than tne Darbellay. 
Sizes 37-46. £12.19.6. 

Call and try them at our shop. 

EB SUPER GRATTON 
Still the most popular rock boot. 
Available in sizes 37-46. Plenty 
in stock, no waiting. 
£6.6.0. ( + 2/6 p.p.) 
R.D's £6.19.6. Masters £5.13.4 
Rockhoppers £6.1.3. 
Gollies £5.19.6. 

For any item above send 
P.0./Cash/Cheque on 
7 DAYS APPROVAL 
QUICK DESPATCH 

jogBl~tPING EQUIP!! 

Menai Hall, Llanberis, N.Wales. Tel :LLANBERIS 321 
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Mountaineering 
Equipment 
Suppliers 
Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952. 

Ambleside, Westmorland 
Frank Davies (S) , 
The Climbers' Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 

Aviemore, Scotland 
Speyside Sports (S) , 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 

Bangor, North Wales 
Arvons, 
216 High Street, 
Tel. 0248.3849. 

Bethesda, North Wales 
Arvons, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0248.82.401. 

Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S), 
7 Snowhill Ringway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. 

Birmingham 
Y. H.A. Services Ltd., 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180. 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S), 
157 Great Moor Street. 
Tel. 0204.25087. 

Bradford 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
71 a Godwin Street. 
Tel. 027 42.1998. 

Brighton 
Sport and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 

Bristol 
Joseph Bryant Ltd. 
The Outdoor Centre, 
Colston Street. 
Tel. 0272.23166. 

Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 

Capel Curig, North Wales 
Joe Brown (Brennands) 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 217. 
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Croydon, Surrey 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre, 
Tel. 01.688.2667. 

Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C) . 
Tel. 0325.2390. 

Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 . 

Derby 
Prestidge (S), 
350 Normanton Road. 
Tel. 0332.42245. 

Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports (C) (S) , 
95 Spring Gardens. 
Tel. 0302.67755. 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd. 
63 Seagate (M) (S), 
Tel. 0382.24501-2. 

Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso (M), 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031 .556.1723. 

Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S), 
181/182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 . 

Glasgow 
Greaves (S) , 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2. 

Grantown-on-Spey,~Scotland 
Speyside Sports (S) , 
4 7 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 

Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 

Leeds 
Centresport, 
Frank Davies, Dave Clarke, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 

Leeds 
Leeds Camping Centre (S) 
10/ 11 Grand Arcade. 
Tel. 0532.28634. 

These shops stock high class Mountaineering, Ski - ing and Camping 
Equipment. 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate (C) (S), 
Tel. 0532.24599. 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
2 Wade Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.29374. 

Liverpool 
F. Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 

Llanberis, North Wales 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall. 
High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 

London 
Pindisports, 
14/18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
(Ski-Boots for hire) . 
Tel. 01 .242.3278. 

London, Acton, W.3. 
Pindisports, 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3 
(Ski - Boots for hire) . 
Tel. 01 .992.6642. 

London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd. 
54 Seymour Street, W1 H 5WE 
Tel. 01 .723.5252. 

London 
Y.H.A. Sales, 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01 .839.1722. 

Manchester 
F. Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S), 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 . 

Manchester 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C), 
15 Station Road, Urmston. 
Tel. 061.748.6408. 

Manchester 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports 
211 Deansgate 2. 
Tel. 061 .834.7278. 

Manchester 
Y. H.A. Services Ltd., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street,--2. 
Tel. 061 .834. 7119. 

Mansfield, Notts. 
W. Slack and Sons, 
38 Rosemary Street. 
Tel. 0623.24449. 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S), 
227 / 229 Westgate Road. 
Tel. 0632.23903. 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street (S) (C). 
Tel. 0632.22139. 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner 
Mountain Sports (S) , 
1 Canning Circus. 
Tel. 0602.47230. 

Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
(Branch of the Scout 
Association) . 

Rawtenstall, Lanes. 
C. H. Parsons, 
13 Bacup Road. 
Tel. 07062.6353 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
High Court, High Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 

Stockport 
Henshall & Edwards Ltd. (C), 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Sunderland 
Outdoor Centre (C) (S), 
7 Derwent Street, 
Park Lane. 
Tel. 0783.57945. 

Wednesbury, Staffs. 
Tebbutt Bros. (M) (C) (S), 
Camping and Climbing, 
91 / 92 Walsall Street. 
Tel. 021.556.0802. 

Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/5 King Street (C) (S), 
Tel. 0902.27012. 

York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 
(Branch of the Scout 
Association) . 

CANADA 
Calgary: Alberta 
C.Y. H.A. Mountain Sales, 
455 - 12th Street N.W. 
Tel. 244-8251. 
evenings only; (C) (M). 







The Apron and theArches 
by Mike Yates 

Glacier Point Apron: a smooth, glaciated slab glistening 
like a giant ice-field in the hot Yosemite sun. The West Side 
of Goodrich Pinnacle: Royal Robbins, its discoverer, says 
it's superb, and hard 5.9 (XS/5c on the English system). 
Four of us wander up the scree - John Hudson, Roman 
Laba, my wife Judy and I. Easy ground lures us on to a 
ledge below the main slab. The rock is suddenly smoother, 
and the holds rarer and smaller, in the thin crack which 
leads to the arete overlooking the huge 5.9 diedre of the 
East Side of Goodrich. I place a piton on the edge and 
move up to where the holdless climbing starts. Big overhang 
below: I'll smash down on the East Side if I peel. Finger 
nails wildly caress little ripples; edge, on nothing, into a 
little corner and up to a stance. That was only 5.8. The 
others come up, limpet-like, and as the sun gets higher 
so do we. John leads up and across. The bolt's been 
chopped, but he leads on anyway: a bold lead, smooth and 
unprotected, to a sloping haven in a gleaming sea. Back 
left now looks impossible, more like 5.100 - very shiny 
and ice-like, too steep for friction . I go cross-eyed looking 
for invisible nicks. Moving slowly, I don't fall and I keep on 
not falling ... I'm walking on air, it's fantastic. Finger 

cracks arrive and then a huge crack and it's all over. I 
bring up the others, move up to the top of the Pinnacle, 
sign in the tenth ascent, and swing down the rappels. Next 
day it's Coonyard Pinnacle and, hopefully, the slabs 
sweeping on up to the trees at the Oasis, which shimmer in 
the miraging heat nearly 2,000ft. above the scree. The first 
pitch, from Monday Morning Slab, is sustained but well
protected, and steeper than Goodrich; the holds are 
minute, but more definite. John slides around a little on a 
smooth bit three pitches above and hurts his wrist. But 
then he makes it and we head on for Coonyard. Marvellous 
slabs unfold above us to the Oasis, but the wrist hurts. 
Sighing, we drift back down to the trees. On the third day, 
John is bandaged so we team up with Bob Kamps. He has 
a favourite route - The Mouth. He's climbed it several 
times since he put it up with Tom Higgins in 1964. He'd 
like me to fall. But I cheat him and love it: the final 150ft. 
into the Mouth is the purest friction. The wall steepens 
above and no-one has yet found the key, so we glide back 
down the ropes. A great three days, b·ut our frustration at 
not having climbed the complete Apron has become acute. 

Left: The magnificent slabs of the Royal Arches, buttressed on their right by the steeper Washington Column. High on the other side of the valley the 
North - West face of Half Dome broods in shadow. 

Below: The unclimbed North -East Face of the Apron. Most of the existing routes ascend the Apron close to the right-hand edge. Only 'Perhaps ' 
a Kamps / Higgens route has made any progress on this impressive piece of virgin rock. Photos: Edward Cooper 
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Royal Robbins 'edging' on the first 5.9 pitch of the Coonyard Pinnacle. These very thin moves at the top of the pitch are as hard as anything on the 
climb. Photo: Tom Frost 

Late in the Fall, Judy and I returned to the Apron with 
John Gosling, but the days, though still hot, were short. 
Once again we gazed longingly up from Coonyard before 
bidding a more final farewell. Gosling later wrote: "at this 
point one knows one is going to return to Yosemite 
Valley" ('Yosemite,' Rucksack Club Journal 1968) . He 
did return the following spring to do the first true British 
ascent of the complete Apron ; Ward-Drummond's ascent 
followed a few months later. (Whillans and Kosterlitz had 
climbed the main part to the Oasis with Robbins, two 
years previously.) The guide book describes the original 
Chouinard-Kor route as "one of America's most demanding 
routes", and "probably the most sustained class 5 (free) 
climb in the country". Comments such as these are made to 
be refuted . The guide book appeared six years ago, and 
subsequent intensive exploration has inevitably altered the 
aura surrounding many climbs. Nevertheless, routes up the 
entire Apron must rank among the finest and most alluring 
slab climbs, not merely in America, but in the world. At 
least two routes to the Oasis have been created since the 
original 1960 route. The Center Route, by Boche and 
McLean (1965), wends up from Point Beyond to the right 
of the original route; and the other, by Beck and Gerughty 
follows a natural weakness from Goodrich Pinnacle to the 
left. The climbs on the Apron suffer from being completely 
free and hence unfashionable at the moment. But the 
standard is extremely high. Even the shorter routes (up to 
1,000ft.) , such as Patio, the Mouth, Coonyard, and the two 
routes up Goodrich, have one, two or three 5.9 pitches, 
and the longer routes have several. Also, there is much 
unconquered ground - notably the hugei smooth wall to 
the left of the Apron, up which the Mouth begins to find 
a way. The wall begins at a similar angle to the rest of the 
Apron, but then steadily steepens, rising over 2,000ft. to 
the broken ground below Glacier Point. It is certainly one of 
the biggest challenges in the Valley. Some traversing has 
been done, but there is room for more ; unfortunately, the 
ideal girdle would be from right to left - finishing up the 
unclimbed wall on the left. On the other side of the Apron 
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the cliffs are more broken and different in character, being 
dotted with huge overhangs. The tourist's Firefall used to 
appear here in the evenings, but fortunately this has ceased 
and been replaced by a Harding route - Firefa/1 Wall. 
Finally, a word about the Royal Arches, the impressive 
array of slabs on the other side of the Valley. The climbing 
here is more varied, featuring hard free-climbing problems 
such as Serenity Crack (5.10) , and hard aid climbing 
pitches like the huge roof on the Arches Direct (A5). For 
the casual visitor or a rest day, there is some pleasant slab 
climbing; the Arches Terrace, for example, is a perfect 
introduction to the harder climbing on the Apron . The 
standard is roughly that of Bloody Slab on Clogwyn d'ur 
Arddu but, although more interesting and sustained, it lacks 
the character and position of the Welsh route. A better, 
but perhaps less familiar comparison would be with routes 
such as The Pause on the Trilleachan Slabs in Glen Etive. 
At an easier level, the Royal Arches itself is a classic VS: 
in combination with North Dome (Hard VS), it yields 
about 2,500ft. of climbing, and is one of the most delightful 
excursions in the Valley. 
SUMMARY 
Yosemite Valley, California. 
Glacier Point Apron: slab climbing up to 2,000ft. 
Climbs described : Goodrich Pinnacle/ West Side, 5.9 ; 
Coonyard Pinnacle, 5.9 ; The Mouth, 5.9. All about 1,000ft. 
Royal Arches: slab climbing up to 3,000ft. if North Dome is included. 
Climbs recommended : Arches Terrace, 5.8, 700ft , Royal Arches, 
Original Route, 5.6, 2,000ft, with continuation up to North Dome, 5.7, 
1,200ft. 

SKI-ING AND CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 

TEBBUTT'S 
91-92, Walsall Street, Wednesbury, Staffs. 

Moving shortly to Market Square. 

(Telephone - Wednesbury 0802) 
Late Night - Fridays 8 p.m. 

VERY WIDE RANGE PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE 



Devil's Slide 
by Mike Banks 

The Devil's Slide cuts a knife-clean slice out of the 
broken and jagged seascape of Lundy's superb west 
coast. The extraordinary thing about this soaring 400ft. 
slab is that it remained virtually unknown to climbers 
until 1960, and was unclimbed until 1961, by which 
time almost every other crag in England and Wales had 
been climbed to saturation. The crag seems to have 
escaped the attention of Tom Longstaff, who visited 
Lundy before the turn of the century and again in 1903 
and 1927. 

The true potential of Lundy was first discovered by 
Rear Admiral Keith Lawder and Edward Pyatt during 
their explorations of the North Devon cliffs. Later, 
Pyatt was at a loss to explain how they had overlooked 
so glittering a climbing prize for so long: "Keith 
Lawder and I had been exploring the opposite coast 
of the mainland for several years, always seeing Lundy 
away across the sea ... " 

Lawder and Pyatt made a hurried reconnaissance in 
1960. As day trippers, they only had sufficient time 
ashore to scamper round the cliff tops - they had to 
double back the last mile-and-a-half to catch the boat. 
But they had seen enough to convince them that the 
granite cliffs of Lundy would offer climbing comparable 
with that of Cornwall , and perhaps even better in some 
respects. 

When they returned in 1961 as part of a climbing party, 
the Devil's Slide was a priority target. Keith Lawder 
and Jim Logan abseiled down to the bottom of the 
Slide and, looking up, must have felt the same quiver 
of apprehension that I remember so vividly when I 
first stood at the foot of the great slab. It is an 
intimidating place. 

The leader on the first ascent was 68-year-old Lawder. 
He was, and still is, at his best on delicate climbs: 
this was just as well , for the climbing was mostly on 
friction holds, with long run-outs and few running 
belays or piton cracks. 

Like all thoroughbred routes, the Devil's Slide gets harder 
towards the top and reserves its greatest difficulty for 
the final pitch . The good holds peter out around the half
way mark, and the route takes the right edge of the 
slab, following shallow, rounded ribs. The final , thin 
traverse - leftwards across the top of the slab - is 
graded Mild Severe. Curiously, this pitch is regularly 
used by a herd of wild goats as a short cut between 
pastures: Pyatt was greatly impressed by what he 
nicely described as "caprine cragsmanship". 

Peter Biven, who remains in the forefront of west
country climbing, put up a notable second route on the 
Slide in 1963. With Vivian Stevenson, he climbed the 
smooth and polished left edge - a sustained VS which 
he called Albion. There might even be a route straight 
up the middle - if anyone has a plentiful supply of bolts. 
SUMMARY 
Lundy Island of Devon in the Bristol Channel. 
The Devils Slide: slab climbing of severe/very severe standard 
for 400ft. 
Guide : Lundy Rock Climbs ( 1970) published by The Royal Navy 
Mountaineering Club. 

Photos right: 
The Devil's Slide seen in profile. The original route takes the right 
edge. Biven and Stevenson's route, Albion, takes the left edge. Its 
crux (below) is a difficult corner in a fine position near the top of 
the slab. Photos: Bob Moulton 
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TheWest 
by Paul Nunn 

"Where the slabs are vertical and the walls are overhanging." (1959 Common Adage.) 

How many climbers must have questioned the authenticity 
of the West Buttress 'slabs' while ascending Langland's 
Climb or Great Slab for the first time? All too often, the 
second disappears below an overhanging retaining wall, 
while small flakes support toe-ends; below, the space is 
immediate and frightening. Newcomers to Clogwyn d'ur 
Arddu almost always experience an impression of over
whelming exposure - as much on the West Buttress slabs 
as on the more vertiginuous East. Yet the climbs are slabby : 
the rock frequently lies below the 70° angle. The feeling of 
exposure and the reality of space are both a result of the 
complex geological structure of the place, which makes it 
very easy to fall from a slab into space. All too often, the 
entries to climbs creep through the rare weaknesses in the 
lower overhangs on to the slabs themselves. Traverses 
such as that on to the bottom of Great Slab involve almost 
immediate danger; once the slabs are gained, the exposure 
is house-roof-like. The slabs drop away over overhangs 
beyond which only the distant scree and the black Llyn 
are visible. 

Fortunately, the slabs themselves are rarely smooth and 
holdless. Etive-style padding, without a wrinkle to go for 
or a hope to descend on, is rare. The cliff is covered in 
holds of sorts, but they are generally small, frequently flaky, 
and occasionally frail. The rock varies enormously, from 
the red rust of Bloody Slab - a little friable, slatey-smooth 
and uncompromising - to the grey, bubbly, rough areas 
on White Slab, with good friction if all else fails. One 
always plans one or two moves ahead on the tiny holds, 
and placing the feet often requires imagination. P.A.s are 
ideal for the small square holds, but other stiff-soled boots 
are well -suited. There are large jugs, some of which provide 
excellent running belays. The occupational hazard of the 
slab climber - the unprotected run-out - does exist, but 
not to the same degree as on many uniformly smooth, 
unrelentingly slabby cliffs. The complex rock structure 
enables a cunning leader to protect himself on the most 
serious of climbs. Even Bloody Slab, West Buttress Eliminate 
and The Boldest are not so adamantly blank as some 
granite climbs. 

The complex of vertical jointing gives rise to numerous 
lines, whose appeal is enhanced by an eccentric side-tilting. 
The early pitches always contain an element of mystery, of 
uncertainty as to what lies round the next corner. Some 
climbs lay themselves wide open after the lower barrier, but 
more often the simple line seen from a distance is found, on 
closer acquaintance, to be protected by subtle difficulties. 
In the centre of the cliffs, the slabs draw together 
defensively and rear up in steeper areas of rock. To avoid 
the inevitable difficulties of Upper White Slab or West 
Buttress Eliminate, climbs like Sheaf are therefore forced 
into long, groping, striding traverses from groove to groove, 
before escaping on to the pastures of upper Narrow Slab . 

It is this irregularity, this alternation of slabs and steeper 
areas, which makes the West one of the gems of modern 
British rock climbing. Once the obvious slabs had been 

Left: The West Buttress of Clogwyn d 'ur Arddu. On the left is 
the Boulder, separated from the main buttress by the shadowy rift 
of the Black Cleft. Most of the traditional routes ascend the buttress 
at its left and longest side, while recent highly technical climbs are 
mainly on the right-hand side where the overhangs.above the 
Western Terrace are at their widest. 

Right: Dave Cook on the superlative 3rd pitch of White Slab, 
considered by many to be the best rock climbing in Wales. 
Photos: Ken Wilson 
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ascended, lines of strength had to be attempted. The 
ascents of Bloody and White Slabs and Gheeko Groove 
came near to ending an era . The next had already been 
begun by Slanting Slab, with its ruthlessly logical accep 
tance of a little artificial aid to attain a sea of roof tiles, 
dropping over the cliffs largest overhangs. Other lines of 
strength followed, culminating in modern horrors which 
force their way through the overhangs to the left of 
Slanting Slab (Mynedd and Spartacus). The flakiness of the 
rock makes climbing possible on the steep walls which 
block progress between the slabs. Here, as elsewhere, some 
of the best high-standard climbing involves the transition 
from steep rock to slabs and back again, but in this case the 
transition can often be achieved with far less aid than would 
be necessary on most compact cliffs. 

Then there is the grass. Beloved of, and heavily caressed by, 
the early pioneers, its remnants have their uses yet. Most of 
the rock is naked, just as the slopes below the cliff are 
becoming worn by climbers' feet. The grass has genteelly 
retreated to the less-climbed upper areas on the western side 
of the buttress. There, it has its occasional uses, or it can hide 
fine spikes. From it oozes the defensive wet streak on Bloody 
Slab. 

Bounding the cliff to the east is the Black Cleft, the most 
fearful of Cloggy's greasy corners, oozing slime and 
watercress from its eternal spring. There are similar but less 
obvious traps subtly hidden on the West. The climber can be 
forced into a corner as a refuge from the slab's baldness, only 
to find that the difficulties are greater and more frightening 
than those in the light and air of the exterior. After wet 
weather, the cliff sheds its water slowly, and nowhere is this 
more true than in Moss Groove and other esoteric corners of 
the West Buttress. 

The acreage of rock is so great that, despite intense 
exploration in the ten years since golden '59, under-explored 
areas still lurk on this cliff. With familiarity comes the surprise 
of emerging from some sombre steep groove on to a familiar 
friendly slab of well-trodden rock. The mystery of irregular 
features, maintained in part by the exclusive paucity of days 
of dry rock and sun, combined with the pure beauty of the 
place, explains why climbers continue to over-frequent the 
Big Cliff. 

SUMMARY 
Clogwyn du'r Arddu, North Wales 
The West Buttress: slab and groove climbing up to 600ft. 
at standards ranging from Very Severe (4c) to Extremely Severe 
(6a or 5.10) 
Guide : Clogwyn du'r Arddu published by the Climber's Club. 

Left: Cliff Phillips poised below the crux of the Boldest during the third 
ascent. For a long time this climb was considered to be the most serious 
of the really hard Welsh routes. Its first ascent was a landmark in 
contemporary Welsh climbing, being the first time that a bolt was used 
to protect a free climb. A fall from the upper part of this ferociously thin 
pitch would almost certainly have fatal consequences. The Black Cleft 
is on the right. 
Photo: Leo Dickinson 



The Long Reach. Photo: Ken Wilson 

Nutless guts for gutless Nuts 
by Robin Campbell 
Avoidable danger comes to a climber in different ways, but 
it often involves the factor of poor protection . Not so long 
ago, one put oneself at risk every time one did a hard 
climb. Crude methods of protection, together with 
inadequate ropes, ensured that the consequences of a fall 
were satisfactorily serious. Technique was certainly 
important, but useless unless allied with courage, coolness 
and commendable foolhardiness. Nowadays, reactionaries 
like myself feel that whether or not a man gets up a climb 
is as much a reflection of the range and quality of his 
equipment, and the confidence thereby obtained, as of his 
technical ability or personal qualities. 

To those of similar opinion, there are two main solutions: 
leave the gear at home, or climb where the protection is 

bad. This brings us to the Tril/eachan Slabs . These are 
unique in three ways: they are dangerous in the first 
sense, they combine traditional and modern types of 
climbing due to the alternation of slabs with vertical or 
overhanging cracks (often requiring extensive aid) , and 
they involve much pure friction climbing - the climbing of 
quite literally holdless slabs, where progress is achieved by 
means of very slight undulations or roughnesses in the slab 
surface. Not all of the climbs exhibit all three features. 
In fact, a fairly reliable dividing line is the year 1 959 : most 
pre-1959 routes lack the third feature, whereas most 
post-1959 climbs have all three. 

Take Swastika, for instance - almost 700ft. long, Hard VS, 
and perhaps the finest of the pre-1959 climbs (most of 
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Previous page: The centre section of the Trilleachan Slabs. The 
party on the left is on the 2nd pitch of Hammer. The four climbers in 
the centre of the picture are on Swastika and the Pause. Swastika 
breaks through the overhang directly above the moving climber and 
traverses left along the Moustache (clearly seen on the lip of the 
overhang,) before going directly up the slabs to the next set of grass 
ledges. The climber on the extreme right is belayed in the crevasse 
stance of the Pause, which is reached by tensioning across the blank 
slab beneath the overhang. Photo: Ken Wilson 
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Opposite page: Rather than fix up a back rope, the last man of the 
Pause team has preferred to let gravity take over and is sliding across the 
slab before pulling up the rope to the crevasse. 
Photo: Ken Wilson 

Below: Guy Lee on Agony, an aid climb that follows the deep corner 
between Hammer and Swastika. 
Photo: Doug Scott 
Bottom Left: The third pitch of Hammer, with the leader on the 
layback immediately above the Shallow Scoop (in the foreground) 
which is the crux of the climb. 
Photo: John Hartley 

which were pioneered by Mick Noon and other Creagh Dhu 
members) . It begins quietly enough on the lower slabs. 
There follows an overhanging mantleshelf to end all 
mantleshelves, to gain, and subsequently traverse, the 
Moustache. This 100ft. horizontal crack, stuffed with 
decaying turf, forms a straggling wisp of possibility above 
the first overlap. Then come two crucial pitches which 
follow an intrusive band of wrinkled quartz, a six-inch ladder 
of minute flat holds, for 200 runnerless feet to the second 
overlap. For climbers accustomed to regular protection, 
these pitches will provide necessary reminders of the 
sport's essence: courage in the face of invited danger. After 
these ultra-delicate adventures comes the bang and rattle of the 
final A2 cornice - like reading Mickey Spillane after Rex Stout. 
However, these early climbs contain only very short 
sections of hard friction climbing (such as the 'scoop' of 
Hammer), and it is the emphasis on this type of climbing 
that distinguishes the later climbs, plotting their courses 
through crackless wastes of holdless slab. Oddly enough, 
pitches of this sort have one factor in common with the very 
steep modern routes typical of volcanic crags - they have 
very few resting places. It is not true what the pundits say, 
you don't have to run - yet. But it does help to keep on 
the move. If once you stop, it's surprisingly difficult to get 
started again. Conservation of momentum has the same 
sort of importance here as conservation of energy on the 
steeper crags. 
So if, like me, you suffer occasional spasms of disgust with 
the vulnerability of volcanic rock to nut-ridden, wire
slinging technocrats, don't reach for your Norfolk jacket. 
Take your guts along to sunny Beinn Trilleachan. 
SUMMARY 
Glen Etive, Argyll, Scotland 
The Etive Beinn Trilleachan Slabs: slab climbing of Very Severe 
standard (anything from 4c to 6a in the Welsh system) of up to 600ft. 
Climbs recommended for visiting parties: Hammer, Swastika and 
The Pause. 
Guide Book : Glencoe and Ardgour volume 2 (1965) published by the 
Scottish Mountaineering Club. 





BumblyHill 
by T. I. M. Lewis 

No new route of any importance has been done on the 
ldwal Slabs since September 1929 (that was when Kirkus 
and A. B. Hargreaves did the little-climbed Central Rib), 
and the great favourites date from before August 1919 
when N. E. Odell put up Tennis Shoe. For climbs reaching 
a pensionable age, the ldwal Slabs must take more traffic 
than any others in Britain. The names of the first 
ascensionists make quite a roll-call of the old and bold. 
The first credit goes to Sir T. K. Rose and C. C. B. Moss for 
the Ordinary Route put up in 1897, and the second to a 
woman - Mrs. E. H. Daniell - for leading a party up Hope 
in 1918. The following year, D. R. Pye, I. A. Richards and 
T. Pickton completed the Trinity with Charity and Faith. In 
1919, N. E. Odell led Tennis Shoe - a fine slab climb in any 
generation. Ten more years passed before Kirkus and the 
Marples brothers added Central Rib and Sub Wall climb 
respectively and put the tin hat on exploration on the crag, 
leaving it to its most famous habitue - Arter Bumbly. 
Arter, as every schoolboy knows, is better than none, and it 
is those climbers who are at the bottom of the scale of 
ability who have provided the bulk of the traffic on the 
Slabs during the last fifty years. They have given to the 
slabs the nickname of 'Bumbly Hill ', in honour of their 
intrepid archetype whose antics they copy perpetually. 
Now I am not being rude, personal or superior here, but if 
you want to stu,.dy British rock climbing at its most inept 
and incompetent then the ldwal Slabs is the place for you. 
(If you want to study incompetence at a higher level, try 
Cloggy on a warm Whit weekend.) Some of the goings on 
there over the years would .. . well, I'll quote Shakespeare : 

"I could tale a tale unfold whose lightest word 
Would harrow thy soul; freeze thy young blood: 
Make thy two eyes, like stars, start from their spheres." 

I can remember the time when a bold young hero, with new 
pitons and hammer proudly visible at his waist, ran out 
100ft. of rope on the Ordinary Route without a runner ; at 
this juncture, he inserted a peg and, being uncertain of its 
security, bounced up and down on it to test it. Some five 
minutes of lecturing left him still unconvinced of the error 
and danger of his ways. Ignorance is bliss. It was also on 
the Ordinary Route that a leader fell ten feet and dislodged 
his second; the latter fell far enough to play trains and 
knock off the leader of a following rope; he, in turn, fell 
to the ground, landing with great skill - or luck - between 
the waiting boulders. But perhaps the most remarkable 
incident concerns the Army, who find their natural level 
among the herds on the slabs. On a sleeting, windy night a 
few years back, the Mountain Rescue were called out to the 
slabs: there, they found an officer attempting to haul a 
'junior leader' - clad only in a pullover and anorak - up 
Hope. Having duly rescued the pair, the rescuers were 
surprised to find that the party had set out at 4.0 p.m. -
comments were passed on the lateness of this hour, and 
repentance was assumed. A year later - it's just like a 
ghost story - the Rescue were called upon to deal with an 
identical situation : rumour has it that the officer and second 
were the same as before. Not having been there personally, 
I can't confirm this; but, with the area being 'Bumbly 
Hill' and the characters being the 'guardians of national 
defence', I'll drink to that. 

Having said all this, I'll now admit that 1l'm hooked on the 
place myself. It only requires the slightest hesitation on 
the part of any beginner I happen to have with me and I'm 
hammering along the side of Llyn ldwal to do Charity, my 
personal favourite, again. This revisiting is rewarded by 
occasional gems - as on a sunny day last summer when half 
a dozen of us had the place to ourselves and watched our 
lunch bouncing back to the foot of the routes after a 
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severe attack of butter fingers. Contrasts too - a day in 
April when heavy sleet gave the Ordinary Route much of 
the character of the exit cracks on the Eiger, or some such 
Alpine nasty. But the real reward is in the little gems 
lurking around the sides of the slabs where the angle turns 
uphill a bit. For the slabs are surrounded by walls - East, 
West, and Holly Tree, as well as the notorious Suicide -
and the climbing there is as good as, but much steeper 
than, that on the slabs. The East Wall Girdle is a junior 
'Girdle of the West', 500ft. of Severe/mild VS. Rowan Tree 
Slabs, on the West Wall, precedes Dinas Mot's Diagonal 
by ten years and a grade (both in difficulty and lack of 
protection) . There is also the hidden nasty of Javelin Blade, 
another forty-year-old route - happy bloody birthday! 
If you include two little monsters - Rake End Chimney, 
an easy Rowan Tree Slabs (at V Diff.) , and the celebrated 
underrated and undergraded Holly Tree Wall Original - you 
have half a dozen climbs to excite the interest of the eternal 
jaded extremist. Solo that little lot, and tell me that you've 
used less than a gallon of adrenalin ! 

The slabs are unique - 500ft. of 45° rock, so polished in 
places that you can almost see your likeness in the holds. 
But the uniqueness lies not so much in the crag itself as in 
its atmosphere - that atmosphere of fifty years of struggling 
incompetence and, above all , of fifty years of harmless fun. 
No-one feels as scared on a 45° slope as on a vertical 
wall - the general attraction of slabs is that they feel 
non-serious. The penalty for failure here is laughter, not 
death, they seem to say. It's a lie. I've laughed at a lad who 
twisted his ankle sliding down the first thirty polished feet 
of Charity, but nobody laughs when someone breaks a 
limb. The old monarch of the Glen, Ron James, the 
Duke of Ogwen, has often threatened to put pitons in the 
belays to protect the innocent. All that has stopped him is 
the certainty that the guilty would steal them. It's a 
seriously under-protected area, but that's not why people 
climb there. They do so for the sheer excellence of those 
lines of overlapping slabs - Tennis Shoe, Hope, Charity 
and Faith. "And the greatest of these is Charity." 
SUMMARY 
Cwm ldwal, North Wales 
The ldwal Slabs: slab climbing of 400ft. mainly in the 
Difficult/Very Difficult Category. Climbs on the flanking walls are 
considerably harder. 
Guide : Cwm ldwal, published by th e Climber's Club. 

Photos opposite: 
Top: The ldwal Slabs, with the beginning of the East Wall in the 
shadows on the left and the West Wall above the Slabs on the right. 
The climbers are on the direct start (VS) of Tennis Shoe climb. 
See also the photo on page 11. 
Bottom right: A climbing instructor leading a party of young novices 
up Faith. 
Bottom left: Big jugs arrive at the top of the unprotected third pitch 
of Hope. Modern equipment has only made a marginal difference to 
the protection of these climbs - though a carefully placed chock can 
make some of the stances a little more secure. 
Photos: Ken Wilson 

A PERMANENT MOUNTAIN SAFETY 
EXHIBITION 

A Memorial to the late Donald Duff of Fort William. 
Funds are needed to establish a mobile Mountain 
Safety Exhibition for Scotland. Contributions, how
ever small, to "Donald Duff Memorial" John Watson, 
Esq., C.A., 39 Cleppington Road, Dundee. 

Sponsored by: Mountain Rescue Committee of 
Scotland & Association of Scottish Climbing Clubs. 





Whether you are a social climber, or you prefer to climb alone, the 'Everest' 
is an essential companion for every mountaineer. 

r-------7 
I To Survey and General Instrument Co. Ltd. 1 Fircroft Way, Edenbridge, Kent. This pocket sized Altimeter gives peak accuracy and reliability. It provides 

readings in 25ft intervals up to 18,000ft. I Please send me your brochure on the Thommen 1 Altimeter. 
The precision mechanism has 19 jewelled bearings and is fully shock resistant. 

The instrument is recommended by the Royal Geographical Society, and was 
used on the successful ascent of Everest. 

I NAME. ....................................................... ····························· I 

I ADD RESS....... .. ::::::::::::::.·.·:::::::::::::::::::::: :.. I Complete the coupon for an illustrated brochure. 

o SURVEY & GENERAL INSTRUMENT CO. LTD. 
$ffll Fircroft Way, Edenbridge, Kent. 

::I Tel: Edenbridge, 2434 (STD Code 0732-71) 

Haston bivouacing in Erve down equipment on the Matterhorn . 
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MATTERHORN NORTH FACE IN WINTER 
SOUTH EAST RIDGE OF CERRO TORRE 

now Britains leading mountaineers choose 
Erve Expedition Sleeping Bags for 

THE SOUTH FACE OF ANNAPURNA 
For twenty years Erve have designed and manufactured 
on the principle that "ONLY THE BEST IS GOOD 
ENOUGH" they now offer the EXPEDITION 
SLEEPING BAGS. 

The diagram shows the 2 layers of quilting staggered 
to prevent cold spots also providing an inner air space 
- nothing could be lighter or warmer. 
Two models: 190CM. Weight 2Ib 10oz. 

21 OCM. Weight 2Ib 14oz. 

erve 
Distributors: Hillervent Division. 

Dodwell and Co. 18 Finsbury Circus, 
London E.C.2. Tel. 01.499-9400 



Karrimor are one of the major equip
ment suppliers, {in terms of new 
developments) to the SOUTH FACE 
ANNAPURNA EXPEDITION. Some of 
the items used are illustrated on this 
page but many others won't become 
available untill late Summer when 
testing and development is complete. 

on your back ... 
but way out in f runt 

This backframe is proving extremely 
popular not only because of its per
formance and lightweight (2Ib. only 
- plus packsac) but because of its 

most reasonable price. 
only 68/- (plus packsac) 

karrirnor -
Weathertite Products Ltd. 

Tote-em packsac Junior 

A simple packsac without side pockets but 
having a zip compartment at the base 
enabling light items or a sleeping bag to be 

carried . 
price 86/- (plus frame) 

Tote-em packsac Senior 

As the T / T junior but made from heavier 
fabric and having two outside pockets 

besides the zipped base compartment. 
price 124/- (plus frame) 

Tote-em Senior packsac (8oz. Red Nylon) 

The ultimate in packsacs. 8oz. nylon is 
extremely tough tear strength 5 times that 

of cotton duck! 
price approx 165/- (plus frame) 

NB. all packsacs are interchangeable with 
each frame. 

ORIENTEER PACKSAC AND 

PACKFRAME 

Packsac 

Recommended only for those people 
to whom lightness is the first con 

sideration. Weight only 11 oz. ! 
price 86/-

Packframe 

The ultimate in packframes ! Uses the 
same aluminium tubing specification 
as the Mcinnes lceaxe shaft. Used 
by many leading expeditions in the 
last few years and the Annapurna 
South Face provide its ultimate 
attribute. price 143/-

Bell Street, Haslingden 
Lanes, England. 
Telephone Ross 5301 
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ANNAPURNA BRllflNG 
As the Annapurna South Face Expedition reaches the final stages of 
preparation, Dave Pearce looks at some of the problems that the team will 
face and comments on the equipment that will be used. 

Members of the Annapurna South Face Expedition line up for the press. Left to right: Lord Hunt, Chris Bonington, 
Martin Boysen, Don Whil/ans, Nick Estcourt and Dave Lambert (partially hidden) . Photo: Ken Wilson. 

"Is he up already?" said a querulous television producer. 
"He went so fast we did't catch him." 
Boysen, emerging from his damp shelter under the dripping 
walls of Clogwyn pen Leehan, looked up at Estcourt, who 
was pirouetting on Jumars 90ft. above, and yelled: 
"You'll have to do it again." 
"Balls!" The rest of Estcourt's cry faded into the mist and rain. 

"Good Lord, he's prussiking up my Ledge Climb," exclaimed 
Alf Bridge, seeing Estcourt dangling from the crag . Amid 
general mirth from the spectators, Estcourt baled out and 
they shot the sequence again. 

The scene : a weekend press conference in North Wales. 
The cast: six members of the Annapurna South Face team, 
together with Lord Hunt, one of their patrons - taking 
a brief rest from the rigours of Northern Ireland and Biafra ; 
assorted television personnel; a cross section of the nation's 
press - resplendent in woolly hats, coloured anoraks and 
bendy boots ; various hangers-on and other miscellaneous 
spectators. 

The action opens on Saturday morning, with the first 
encounters between climbers and the press. Bonington 
chats them up, managing to sound enthusiastic as he 
repeatedly gets asked the same old questions - Who will 
go to the top? Is it harder than the Eiger? Why don't you 
go up the easy way? Have you climbed Snowdon? 
Whillans thoughtfully contemplates his dinner-time pint; 
Boysen and Estcourt, unused to the responsibilities of fame 
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and being crowded by photographers, laugh uneasily. 
Lambert, the expedition 's cheerful young doctor, also 
unused to fame, makes the most of it. Thompson busies 
himself with a few of his special high altitude food packs. 
The promise of lemon tea and high energy fudge soon 
exerts a powerful pull on the peckish, and Whillans, Boysen 
and Estcourt slip away in the direction of the goodies. 

Saturday night : are the rebels of yesterday already becoming 
the grand old men of tomorrow? Dinner at the Gwryd and 
even a fireside chat with Home Secretary Callaghan - down 
for a quiet weekend only to find his hotel milling with 
pressmen. 

Bonington and Thompson sleep out in the Whillans box. 
"Designers never try out their own inventions" mutters 
Whillans and heads for his pit . The box withstands the 
test on a windless night. 

Sunday: the ITN news team arrive at the box, pitched by 
the Teryn Bluffs - the nearest they could get to look like 
Annapurna. 

Thompson goes to root out the team, still in their pits 
in some musty Nant Peris hovel. More press arrive, the 
team arrive, the B.B.C. producer looks set for an imminent 
thrombosis as the ITV move in close. Then the rain starts 
just as Estcourt begins his Indian rope act. At dusk, a 
sodden but not dispirited Bonington is still talking into the 
misted lens of a TV camera. The rest of the party retreat 
to the Pen-y-Pass for brews and butties. 



The problems facing the expedition are prodigious. The face 
is monstrous, steep, and appears very difficult. In attempting 
it, the expedition is also attempting, as Bonington has said, 
" to speed up the process of development that has taken 
place in the Alps" . In other words, the aim is to climb a 
big Himalayan face, thereby by-passing the era of ridge 
exploration which, in other mountain ranges, has normally 
intervened between the initial explorations and the final 
face climbs. 

Bonington approached the problem by considering the 
situation in which two climbers are on the summit with a 
small amount of food; he then formulated a logistical 
timetable by working downwards from camp to camp. The 
unknowns are many: some are obvious, some not. Even 
going too fast could present problems. Ten days have been 
allowed to overcome the rock band. During this time, 
supplies can be stockpiled below the band. If the obstacle 
is overcome more quickly, however, the leaders may have to 
wait until sufficient supplies have built up behind them, 
before moving on. The problem of having the right people 
in the right place at the right time with the right amount of 
food represents a surprisingly complex equation. The 
umbilical supply line must be maintained. One of the 
difficulties in the present case is that only experienced 
climbers and a few experienced Sherpas will be able to 
venture on to the face. The transportation of supplies and 
equipment - a tedious and demoralizing task - will 
therefore have to be undertaken by the climbers themselves. 

There are also specific problems associated with climbing at 
high altitudes. The rarified atmosphere has effects on 
performance which vary from person to person. A climber's 
fitness has no bearing on his susceptibility in this respect. 
The symptomatic headaches and nausea, however, may 
pass with acclimatization . Half of the Annapurna team are 
untried at high altitudes; the fact that all are fine climbers 
with many impressive ascents to their credit is no guarantee 
to their performance in the Himalaya. George Band, on his 
first visit to the Himalaya, two years before he climbed 
Kangchenjunga with Joe Brown, found the going hard on 
Everest. There is no assurance that Haston, Boysen, 
Estcourt and Burke may not be equally pressed on their 
first Himalayan excursion . 

A curious and unexplained Himalayan phenomenon has 
emerged from discussions with Joe Brown and Eric Shipton. 
It appears that climbing in the Eastern end of the range is 
much more tiring than in the Karakoram or the Hindu Kush. 
This may be related to humidity: the west is arid country, 
while Nepal and Bhutan receive the brunt of the monsoon. 
Experience in the Andes, however, seems to refute this 
theory ; although performance there seems to fluctuate with 
area, this does not appear to correspond with variations 
in humidity. Annapurna is in the eastern half of the Himalaya 
and still within the range of the monsoon, so the climbers 
might experience some deterioration in performance. 

Climbing above about 23,000ft. necessitates the use of 
oxygen. A glance at the cover photograph will give the 
reader some idea of the claustrophobic and cumbersome 
nature of the oxygen equipment, whose design has changed 
little since the Jannu Expedition in 1962. On the 1953 
Everest Expedition, John Hunt got the whole team to wear 
oxygen masks for a short period every day during the 
approach march, in order to familiarize the climbers with 
the discomfort involved. On Annapurna, the team will have 
to use oxygen when they reach the 1,000ft. rock band 
high on the face. Whillans considers it perfectly feasible to 
attempt hard rock climbing in these circumstances, provided 

that the climber is unencumbered by excess equipment and 
clothing. Nevertheless, a big question mark hangs over the 
rock band and the possibility of climbing it. 

As far as the average climber is concerned, the expedition 's 
most important effect will be its influence on equipment 
standards. Whillans and Bonington have put much thought 
into improving and designing equipment : Whillans has 
concerned himself with the rucksacks, tents and general 
climbing gear, while Bonington has taken care of clothing . 
Mike Thompson has also been applying new concepts to 
high altitude rations. The expedition will be the most 
expensive since Kangchenjunga . The Mount Everest 
Foundation has given the enterprise its full backing, however, 
making itself financially liable for any deficit. As a 
result there is a worry in some climbing circles that the 
smaller expeditions might suffer as a result of this heavy 
drain on the Foundation 's resources. The Expedition has 
not been idle though, and has succeeded in raising large 
sums from other sources - television contracts, publishers, 
magazines, newspapers and even a Churchill Foundation 
grant. All this has kept the cost to the M.E.F. comparatively 
small and if the outcome is successful there should be a 
handsome profit, which will in turn be ploughed back 
into the Foundation to help future expeditions. 

So the team's progress will be followed with interest by 
climber and non-climber alike. The premium invested in 
the expedition is not only financial: mountaineers will learn 
much of a practical and theoretical nature from the team's 
experiences. Is the super-alpine concept valid for a face of 
this nature? A good deal hangs on the question. 

BIVOUAC EQUIPMENT 

The Whillans Box 
Whillans improvised his original box from wood and 
tarpaulin on the Towers of Paine Expedition, when the 
weather was so bad that no normal tent would stand up to 
the conditions. The present version, manufactured by 
Karrimor, although more sophisticated than the original , is 
fundamentally the same : a solid box which can be lashed 
down with heavy rope to a firm anchorage. 

The box will normally be pitched on inclined snowfields: the 
procedure will be to mark out a four foot square, dig in six 
feet, and lash the box to the platform . As the box will be 
semi-submerged, wind resistance will be minimal. 

Conventionally-designed tents cannot be pitched in a 
closely-enclosing snow hole : they are therefore exposed to 
constant buffeting by the wind, and this results in the guy 
lines melting their way out under pressure. The box avoids 
this problem, for not only can it be placed in a tightly 
enclosing space, but it can be lashed down to points on 
the perimeter of the base. 

Conditions in the Himalaya vary from one extreme to the 
other. The box has a large zippered entrance - the normal 
means of access - which provides good ventilation during 
hot weather. The prototype shown has faults in the 
arrangement of the door, which tends to part along the 
base even in the mild winds of a Welsh weekend. The final 
version will have a large circular door with a strong, 
covered zip round it. The opposite end of the box has a 
tunnel entrance. During bad weather, this can be used to 
gain access to the snow at the back of the hole for cooking 
purposes without leaving the box. The tunnel also provides 
a channel of communication between two boxes pitched 
together to form a larger camp. 
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An inner, fireproof tent will prevent ice from forming on 
the inside during the night. The team will be using 
traditional paraffin stoves: an unfortunate experience with 
butane stoves on the Eiger has convinced Bonington that 
paraffin stoves constitute less of a fire hazard. 
The entire floor of the box, which will be covered with a 
Karrimat, has a large flap which may be folded back for the 
fitting of crampons and the lessening of the functional 
problems of sitting out a storm. 
The shape provides good headroom over the entire area, 
whilst equipment may be hung from the frame to utilize 
the space more efficiently. 
Before leaving the box in the morning, snow will be piled 
on the roof. This move should provide a fair amount of 
water later in the day if the sun shines. 

Other Tentage 
Apart from the tents destined for advance base camp, the 
expedition will be taking two, 2-man 'Assault Tents.' These 
were also designed by Whillans. Basically, they are of the 
well-proved wedge shape, with a sleeve entrance on either 
side. They have small poles in the corners for support, 
although they can also be suspended from pitons. Strong 
tape runs through the tent from external loops at the corners. 
This provides a belay point without the complication of a 
tangle of ropes passing through the entrances. The team will 
also be using Brigham super lightweight tents and the 
well-tried P.T.C. Rafma tent. 
The expedition will also take a 'Skyrak,' the fully-enclosed 
hammock-cum-bivouac reviewed in Mountain 7, which is 
intended for use as an emergency stretcher. Clough has 
pointed out that the Skyrak is light and compact enough to 
be taken up the mountain, where it could prove invaluable 
in the event of an accident, for it might take days to carry 
the medical box up from base camp. 

Down Equipment 
Most Himalayan expeditions use two sleeping bags per 
man. However, Bonington is planning for one sleeping bag 
and a duvet suit per man. The duvet jacket has been 
developed specially for the Annapurna team: it consists of 
two separate box-quilted jackets designed to be worn 
together at night; whilst climbing, the inner jacket alone 
can be worn. Initial tests, carried out at the Shirley 
Institute, rate the inner jacket as being on a par with the 
best duvets currently available, whilst the two parts 
together rate very highly indeed. Down trousers and boots 
complete the suit. 
Suppliers: 
Karrimore : 
Mountain Equipment : 

Erve : 
Pindisports : 
Bahco & Co. : 
P.T.C.: 
F. Ellis Brigham : 
Willis & Bates : 

CLOTHING 

Whillans Box, Karrimat. 
Assault Tent, Annapurna Duvet, Duvet, 
Trousers and Boots. 
Sleeping Bags. 
Snow Shovels. 
Primus stoves. 
Tents. 
Tents. 
Pressure Lamps 

The expedition will be testing a thermal suit which has been 
specially produced from 'Glowline' - a terylene artificial 
fur manufactured by Borg Fabrics. It has high thermal 
insulating properties, whether wet or dry, and is to be worn 
as underclothing, as this will lessen the problems arising 
from condensation. Bonington has been faced with the 
somewhat difficult decision as to whether or not to go for 
fully-waterproof outer garments. He finally decided to take 
both types - one set of conventional windproofs made 
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Photos opposite: 1. Foam rubber overboots to be worn over the 
normal boot. 2. The Borg fur bonnet. 3. The special 'Glowline' linings 
of the thermal undersuit. 4. The Galibier 'Jannu· double boot. 5. The 
Whillans ice hammer. 6. The basic oxygen equipment. 7 and 8. Whillans 
explains some of the features of his specially designed bivouac box. 
9. 10. 11. Escourt modelling the Thermal undergarment and the 
windproof outerwear showing the design improvement on the breeches 
to enable them to be put on easily over a cramponed foot. 
12. Whillans, with his specially designed pack frame /rucksack. 
The haul bag is in the background. 

from ventile and a specially designed suit of 'Dunloprufe' 
nylon manufactured by Functional Clothing of Manchester. 
The breeches are designed so that they may be put on and 
taken off over crampons. The anorak hood is stiffened with 
wire round the rim, allowing the hood to be moulded for 
comfort and clear vision. Both garments have special 
'Dunloprufe' qualities. It is claimed that their "patented 
airflow design, in which moving air between two imper
meable surfaces insulates and deters condensation, enables 
the wearer to warm up the jacket in a few seconds by the 
insertion of Foamliners between outer shell and lining. 
These Foamliners increase the number of internal layers of 
air in the jacket; they are in single and double sandwich 
construction so that values may be varied from one to 
seven layers of air when both Foamliners are inserted.'' 

Mitts 
These are lined with 'Glowline,' and have hookless terylene 
'Velcro' on their palms to increase grip. The party are also 
taking Dachstein mitts, and Millarmitts. 

Boots 
'Jannu' boots will be worn under the rubber foam overboots 
illustrated opposite, effectively forming a vapour barrier boot. 

Headgear 
Each climber has a ski bonnet in Borg fur, although, as in 
the case of the gloves, a variety of items will be taken . 

Suppliers: 
Functional Clothing : 
Pickles of Hebden Bridge : 
Galibier: 
Karrimore : 
Millar Gloves : 

Thermal Suit, Windproofs. 
Breeches. 
Boots. 
Overboots and Gaiters. 
Mitts 

CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 

Rucksacks 
The pack frame is standard equipment on Himalayan 
expeditions, as it can readily accommodate the large and 
awkward loads that have to be transported. However, 
Whillans anticipates that the climbers will be using long 
stretches of fixed ropes over steep ground. When prussiking 
is necessary, the principle of carrying one's load high is no 
longer valid. Ever inventive, Whillans has therefore designed 
a sac which neatly combines the advantages of both 
conventional climbing rucksack and packframe. The sac 
emphasizes width rather than height, so that the centre of 
gravity is kept low whilst the sac remains acceptably close 
to the body. A fully-covered alloy frame is included: this, 
in conjunction with the collapsible nylon sac, allows 
jerrycans and other awkward loads to be strapped on 
witnout prior removal of the sac. The top flap on the 
prototype illustrated is slightly too large to grip the load 
efficiently. D-rings will therefore be fitted half way up the 
frame so that a strap may be placed horizontally round the 
load. The sac is extremely voluminous, and the built-in 
Karrimat makes it very comfortable to wear. 
Whillans has also designed a harness for use while 
prussiking and abseiling. This should make movement on 
the fixed ropes more comfortable. 
The haul bag illustrated will come into its own on the 
steepest sections. The shoulder straps tuck inside a small 
pocket, leaving very few points where the bag might catch 
on projections. 

Hauling 
Whillans is making a small windlass, with a collapsible 
Dexion frame, which can be taken up the mountain . By 
strapping loads on a plastic fibreglass sledge, it 





Chris Bonington wearing the new Annapurna 70 duvet 

ANNAPURNA '70 
The first totally new idea in down equipment for years. One 
duvet for climbing at £11.17.6. light, wall quilted, and filled with 
goose down. Add the second .outer duvet at £12.17.6. and you 
have the warmest double duvet you could want. Chosen for the 
Annapurna South Face Expedition and now available in leading 
climbing shops. 

Designed and made by Mountain Equipment Ltd. 
Fauvel Road, Glossop, Derbyshire. Tel. Glossop 4554. 
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ISM 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 

OF MOUNTAINEERING 

Leysin - Switzerland 
director DOUGAL HASTON 

send for I 969 brochure to 
2 Woodcote, Frith Hill Road , 
Godalming, Surrey. 

should be possible for two men to haul supplies with 
relative ease over, say, a 1,000ft. snowfield. 

Hammer 
The Whillans Eiger Ice Hammer is a formidable and versatile 
instrument. Among the more obvious of its numerous 
functions (Whillans claims to have discovered 34) are those 
of ice dagger, peg hammer, abseil device and screwdriver. 

Other Items 
The remaining items are mainly standard equipment, although 
Chouinard's crampons deserve mention for their neatness. 
It will be interesting to see to what extent Deadman belays 
alter the team's snow and ice techniques and attitudes. 
Other items of equipment include: 13,000ft. of 9mm 
Kernmantel rope, 40 Dead Men, 40 Dead Boys, 50 snow 
stakes, 100 ice pitons, 200 rock pitons and 300 karabiners. 

Suppliers: 
Karrimore : 
British Ropes Ltd : 
Troll Products : 
Clogwyn Climbing Gear : 
Salewa, Cassin : 
Mcinnes : 
Chouinard, Salewa : 

Rucksacks, Eiger Ice Hammer. 
Ropes. 
Whillans Sit-Harness. 
Rock Pitons, Deadmen, Deadboys. 
Ice Pegs and Karabiners 
Ice Axes. 
Crampons. 

OXYGEN EQUIPMENT 

The expedition will use open circuit equipment which has 
been standardized for some years now. The 'economizers' 
used by the 1953 Everest party are no longer considered 
worthwhile in view of their weight. The Annapurna 
equipment is thus much less bulky than usual, and the 
team will dispense with special carrying frames; instead, 
the 11 ½lb. bottles will be carried in the rucksacks which 
have a zip placed in the lid for ease of access. The lengthy 
delivery times for American masks have prevented the team 
from obtaining more than two; these will be reserved for 
the summit party. The remaining masks, and the regulators, 
are French. 
Suppliers: 
L'Appareil Medical du Precision : Oxygen equipment. 

FOOD CONSIDERATIONS 

Strenuous activity at high altitudes demands a high 
calorific intake, if over-rapid emaciation and debilitation are 
to be avoided. Theoretically, the problem of nutrition is 
easily solved, and expedition catering has traditionally 
involved the provision of concentrated foods. In practice, 
however, numerous expeditions have found that their 
calorific intake has been as little as one third of the requisite 
amount. Climbers have simply not eaten the food provided. 
A number of factors combine to put the high altitude 
mountaineer off his food. For several weeks he has to live 
on a monotonous and unappetizing diet, cooked in miserable 
conditions on a stove whose inefficiency increases with 
altitude. Melting sufficient snow to make a drink becomes a 
laborious undertaking. To the lassitude induced by increase 
in altitude is added the lassitude of dehydration and 
malnutrition. A vicious circle is set up. Cold and debilitated, 
the climber cannot face the labour involved in preparing 
another dreary meal. Thus he undereats, and his 
physiological decline is accelerated. 
Mike Thompson, the expedition's food officer, has a new 
approach to the problem. He has produced a menu composed 
a_li:r,ost entirely of 'luxury' items, reasoning that food which 
t1t1llates the palate stands more chance of being eaten. His 
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RELCO SPORTSWEAR 

R. L. HARRISON & CO. LTD. 
BINNS PLACE, MANCHESTER. M4SBP 

We are proud to announce that the 

VENTILE clothing 

Supplied to the Annapurna Expedition 

(Chris Bonington) has been produced by 

us and supplied through 

F. ELLIS BRIGHAM 
14 Cathedral Street, Manchester 

Trade enquiries invited 
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The South Face of Annapurna 

Suppliers to the trade of the Astronaut 
Walking Boot (see above) and the 
well-known Helvellyn, Cairngorm and 
Scafe/I Climbing Boots. 
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BOOTS FOR ANNAPURNA 
This boot is being supplied to the Annapurna South 
Face Expedition for all the porters who \Nill be man 
handling all the equipment up to the base camp. This is 
a very strong boot made from full chrome greasy calf 
leather with PVC heavy duty soles and heels. 

G. T. HAWKINS Ltd., 
OVERSTONE ROAD, NORTHAMPTON. Tel. 32293 



high altitude menus, of which there are five, include salmon, 
peaches and cream, and pumpernickel and cheese. Whilst 
some savings in weight could be made (e.g. by employing 
instant instead of tinned potatoes), the selected foods are 
quickly and easily prepared, needing little fuel. 
At great heights the atmosphere can be very dry, causing 
considerable water loss through sweating and particularly 
through panting. It is advisable to drink a gallon of water 
per day. The varieties of instant drink cubes are therefore 
an important feature of the diet. Thompson has chosen a 
selection of fruit juices, lemon tea, and even fizzy cola. 
None require boiling, thus saving on fuel and temper, and 
all are extremely tasty. Although expensive, these items will 
be of great value to the expedition. 
Having selected the diet, Thompson was pleasantly surprised 
to find that its calorific value exceeds the normal expedition 
requirements. It therefore has an element of flexibility - for 
instance, if the potatoes, pears and cream are omitted from 
the pack illustrated, nearly 1 ½ lb. is saved, yet a perfectly 
acceptable and adequate menu remains. Finally, as Thompson 
points out, in the event of a culinary disaster, "the candles 
are edible as a light meal". 
Food Suppliers: 
Fine Fare Ltd : various tinned items and soups. 
Andrew Lusk & Sons (Ships Chandlers) : assemblage and packaging 

of all food. 
J. E. Wilson & Son : Kendal Mint Cake. 
Johns Toffee Ltd : Rum Fudge. 

BENMORE ADVENTURE CENTRE 
Temporary Instructors required for sailing or canoeing 
or climbing for the period April to June. 
Further details from the Principal, Benmore Adventure 
Centre, by Dunoon, Argyll. 

ROCK CLIMBING IN SNOWDONIA 
Special courses run by 
Al Harris and Pete Crew 
Write for details enclosing S.A.E. to 

Crew and Harris, Bigil, Dinorwic, Caerns. 

SITUATIONS WANTED 

HUSBAND/WIFE TEAM are seeking new post. Climbing and sailing instructor with 
canoeing experience. Wife is qualified and experienced cook/ caterer. Box No. Mt 1. 

ACCOMMODATION 
GLENCOE Cook, sleep dry 6/ -. Glencoe bunk-house welcomes climbers, school or 
venture groups. Sleeps up to 42. Camping 1 / - nightly. Send s.a.e. Bunkhouse. Glencoe, 
Argyll. Tel. Ballachulish 256. 

BRECON BEACONS Overnight accommodation for families, individuals, or parties. 2t 
mMiles from Brecon but close to shop, pub, and Post Office. Write for details to 

rs . D. Reid, The Lodge, Llanfrynach, Brecon. Tel. Llanfrynach 205. 

NEW FOR 1970 FROM 

the Season's most exciting 
range of climbing boots 

Vango are launching a completely new range of Kastinger climbing 
and rambling boots specially chosen for the British market. Included 
in the wide range is the 'TOLZ' (illustrated) in top quality olive 
leather, fully leather lined and well padded - cutaway instep and 
generous overlap apron. VIBRAM SECURITY MONTAGNA sole 
with spring steel shank. 

Recommended Retail 
Price £10.19.6. 

Write for I iterature and the 
name of your nearest 
stockist to: 

VAN&O (SCOTlAND) LTD 
356 AMULREE ST., GLASGOW E2. Telephone: 041-778 5461 

KENDAL MINT CAKE 
supplied on request to the: 

ANNAPURNA SOUTH FACE 
EXPEDITION 

Manufactured by 

J. E. WILSON & SONS (Kendal) Ltd. 
65 STRICKLANDGATE, KENDAL. Tel. 20279 
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"LIKE ALL MAJOR EXPEDITIONS, THE ANNAPURNA 
SOUTH FACE TEAM ARE RELYING ON PRIMUS" 

PRIMUS went to the top of Everest and across the Pole with the Trans 
Antarctic Expedition. Mountaineers rely on PRIMUS the world over. 
Stocked by specialists in climbing equipment, sports traders, ironmongers 
etc. 

Details from sole agents -
Bahco Tools Ltd., 23 Goswell 
Road, London, E.C.1. 

THE ANNAPURNA SOUTH FACE 
EXPEDITION HA VE CHOSEN 

The Stormproof 
Pressure 

Lamp 
giving a 
brilliant 

white light 

Made in England by 

WILLIS AND BATES LTD. 
PELLOW WORKS 

HALIFAX 

Primus 
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Capel Curig 
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SNOWDON FROM CAPEL CURIG 

Joe Brown's shop in Llanberis attempts to provide everything 
that climbers in The Pass· need in the way of equipment 
(and advice, when asked for) . But even Joe admits that not 
every climber considers Llanberis to be the mountaineering 
hub of Snowdonia. Some people still favour Ogwen, or the 
Nant Gwynant, or the low-lying crags near Tremadoc - and 
for these, Capel Curig is a more convenient shopping place. 

For six years Charlie and Dorothy Brennand have provided a 
good service at Capel Curig . Now they are going to retire and 
Joe is taking the opportunity to extend the service he can 
give, by taking over their shop. 

Regular 'Brennand's customers· will be pleased to know that 
Allen Clark will continue as manager and new customers 
will also be able to benefit from his knowledgeable service. 

The full range of Joe Brown's camping and climbing equip
ment will be available at both shops, always keeping ahead of 
modern developments in techniques and materials. (See the 
Joe Brown advert for a few specially recommended items.) 

Trading terms in both shops will be as in the Llanberis shop 
now, but remember - postal business to LLANBERIS please, 
otherwise there would be a slight delay and Joe is very proud 
of his quick postal service. 

Shop hours - L/anberis 
Weekdays and Saturdays 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Sundays 10 a.m. - 12 noon. 

Capel Curig 
Weekdays and Saturdays 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sundays 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

footwear 

CASTOR Fully leather lined climbing boot with 
padded ankle shafts. Padded, bellow tongue with 
water-protecting wrap-over. Hinged heel. Hand
welted double stitched leather sole covered with 
Vibram Montagna sole. Black only. £10.4s.0d. 

GREPON Handsome climbing boot in brown 
high grade amphibious skin. Tall fully leather lined 
and ankle shafts. Full bellow and padded tongue. ' 
Heavy welted leather soles, fully screwed and 
covered with Vibram Montagna soles. £12.3s.4d. 

GABELHORN Attractive reverse leather high al
titude climbing boot. Fully leather lined, padded 
ankle shafts, water-protecting wrap-over. Hinged 
heels and elastic leather snow/water resisting tops. 
Close welted four tier leather sole fully screwed, 
covered with Vibram security Montagna soles. 

£18.1 0s.0d. 

Send for catalogue and nearest stockist 

EH PRICE & Co (Cambridge) Ltd 
10 ST BARNABAS ROAD CAMBRIDGE 

BRYANTS OUTDOOR CENTRE 
WINTER LECTURES 1969/70 
Monday 16th March 1970 
JOHN EARLE and NED KELLY of the BBC present their own out
standing mountaineering films 

Write for tickets : 6/- each. Parties of ten and over 5/- each. 
Lectures begin at 7.30 p.m. 

at Y.M.C.A. Hall 
Trenchard Street, Bristol 

Opposite J;.__O/\ 
BRYANT'S «z, / \ 
rnrnurnrnrnwcENTRE 
COLSTON STREET, BRISTOL 1, TEL. 231811 

Whillans wanted new and better equipment for 

THE ANNAPURNA SOUTH FACE EXPEDITION 

Troll, the pioneers in tape equipment supplied : 
THE TROLL CHEST HARNESS 
THE NEW WHILLANS SIT-HARNESS 
THE NEW TROLL I ' SUPER-TAPE 

Enquiries: Troll Products, Greenfield, Oldham. 

North-East Lancashire's Climbers' Shop 
All leading makes of equipment stocked. Call in and browse round. 

J. & J. KIRKHAM 
"THE MOUNTAIN SHOP", 133 DUCKWORTH ST. DARWEN 

TEL. 72987 
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OREGON lightweight tent. This tent has been under 
development for some years and comes complete with 
integral groundsheet and flysheet together with an 'A' 
pole, short rear upright and ridge pole. Produced in a 
lightweight P.U. Coated Nylon this tent weighs less 
than 9 lbs. complete. £29.10.0 

2 great products 

our 1970 range • • • 
•Oregon' lightweight tent and 

•Norse/and' sleeping bag 

Just two products from our vast 1970 range of equipment to 
suit the lightweight mountaineering and camping enthusiast. 
Both products have been tested over and over again for strength 
and reliability by members of our staff during the last year. 

NORSELAND sleeping bag. A new addition to the already famous 
Icelandic range. This bag has a unique overlapping tube construction 
filled with the best quality down. Cover in down proof nylon. £12.19.6. 

EXPEDITION WORK 1970. Blacks of Greenock are supplying the Anglo-American South face climb of 
Annapurna expedition with articles of equipment including, Alpine Duvets, Meade Tents, Mountain Tents, 
Shelter Tents, Stoves, Folding Knives (For Ice and Snow cutting), and Tiger's Web. All equipment chosen 
for its quality and reliability as associated with all Blacks of Greenock products. 

Write now for your 
FREE 1970 Blacks 
of Greenock Catalogue 
quoting Dept. M. T.2 . 

LONDON; 22-24 Gray's Inn Road, London, W .C. I 
LONDON: 53 Rathbone Place, Oxford Street, W . I 
BIRMINGHAM: 86-87 Broad Street, Birmingham, IS 
BRISTOL: Outdoor Centre, Colston St. Bristol 
GLASGOW : 132 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, C.2 
LEEDS : 10-11 Grand Arcade, Leeds, I 
MANCHESTER: 263 Deansgate, Manchester, 2 
NOTTINGHAM: Shakespeare Street, Nottin1ham 
SHEFFIELD: 16-20 Corporation Street, Sheffield, 3 
STOKE-ON-TRENT: 40-42 Marsh St., Hanley, S-on-T 
SUTTON: 250 High Street, Sutton, Surrey 

BRADFORD & BARNSLEY 
ARE 

Where you will find P. &- S. OUTDOOR SHOPS 

Specialists in all mountaineering equipment. 

Sole distributors of the P. & S. SPECIAL mountain 
tent at £15.12.6 plus 10/6 postage, this tent offers the 
finest value for money obtainable. 

The new MARK II has been chosen for use on four 
major expeditions last year. The British Andean 
Expedition and The Manchester Hindu Kush Expedition 
included. The price includes S/1 /G Sheet and down 
to earth Flysheet, total weight approx. 15½ lb. 

Stockists of Troll and a wide range of Specialist equip
ment. Ropes by Edelrid, Edlewies, Viking and all Clog 
Gear etc. 

~. BLACKSOF 
~-GREENOCK 

(BLACK AND EDGINGTON LTD.) 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE · PORT GLASGOW 
and 

HUXLEY CORNER WORKS· SIDCUP · KENT 

Pont y Pant 

P.&S. OUTDOOR SHOPS 

Lledr Valley in Snowdonia is within 
easy reach of hundreds of rock climbs 
at all grades. From March 21st 
onwards the YHA is running courses 
(beginners, intermediate and 
advanced) based on the comfortable 
Lledr Valley youth hostel near Pont y 
Pant. Please write for brochure. 
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4 & 6 ALLERTON ROAD, 
FOUR LANE ENDS, BRADFORD. 

Telephone 47108 

71A GODWIN STREET, BRADFORD. 
Telephone 21998 

I 

Also at our new Centre 

P. & S. CAMPING CENTRE (BARNSLEY) LTD. 
OLD MILL LANE, BARNSLEY. 

Telephone 5838 

YHA 
Home Tours Dept. M2, 
Trevelyan House, 
St. Albans, Herts. 
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It can't 
happen I 
to you • 
But you could come across 
an accident and have to 
summon help. 

Our flares bring 

Aid for the Asking 
from as little as 9/- each. 

F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street, 
Aberdeen AB1-1HL 

THE 
ALPINE 
CENTRE 
INTO THE '70s' 

FOR ALL YOUR 
CLIMBING & MOUNTAINEERING 
EQUIPMENT CALL 
AT:-

193 CHURCH ST. BLACKPOOL 

JOIN THE ELITE .7 
THEY ALREADY OWN A 

POINTFIVE 
DUVETS and SLEEPING BAGS made to an exacting 

specification for discriminating climbers, down filled for warmth, 
nylon covered for durability. 

Full range of styles and prices available - including the famous 
BRENV A DUVET and the MOUNTAIN SLEEPING BAG. 

See them at your climbing shop. 

BANTON & CO. LTD., MEADOW LANE, NOTTINGHAM. NG 23HP 
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Climb 
the 

real peaks 

The Austrian Alpine Club owns over 600 huts in the 

Austrian Alps; it organises Alpine walking and 

climbing tours for all grades, rock and ice courses 

led by professional guides, and independent touring 

from only £22. 

--------------------- I 

I The Austrian Alpine Club, 124 Finchley Road, London N.W.3. I 
I Please send me details of club membership and activities. I 
I I 
I NAME .... . ----············..................................... I 

I ADDRESS ............................ -- ---- --- I 
I ................................................. •--------- I 
I MTN 3 I L ......................................................................................................................... .......... ......................................................... _1 

AUSTRIAN ALPINE CLUB# 



Gollies 
These climbing boots have been made on a very exact 
ing last. The heel grip and grip around the forepart 
make the wearer's foot one strong unit. The toes are 
kept comfortable with the use of the full length lace 
system and soft toe puff. 
The upper is made of a blue split leather, backed with 
a strong laminate of rubberised cotton duckcloth. The 
sole and the rand are of a high quality rubber, the rand 
being chamfered flush with the upper at the top edge. 

This rubber is currently being used on Admiralty wet 
deck footwear and has passed stringent tests. Nickel 
plated brass eyelets are used . 
As in all smooth -soled rock boots, the sole has no 
additional stiffeners. It relies only on the rigidity of the 
sole and insole materials. The rigidity of the Gollies 
tends to be more than that of the E.B. French boot but 
not as great as that of the R.D.'s. The boots are 
available in Continental sizes from 36 to 46. 

PRICE £5-19-6 postage paid 

Ellis Brigham 
12- 14 Cathedral Street Manchester M4 3FU 
061-834 0161 

Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street Liverpool L 1 4H D 
051-ROYal 6912 

Mountaineering and Rock Climbing Specialists 

@ Printed by Sa w tel ls of Sherborne Limited, Dorset and published by M ountain M agazines Ltd . 102A Westbourne G•ove, London, W.2. 



Fisher 
POSTAL SERVICE 

Borrowdale Road Keswick 
Tel. 72178 

Where else could you get a 
Duvet at this price - Down 
Filled - Outer and Inners of 
first-class nylon. It must be 
seen to be believed. 

Call in and try one on. 

£9.9.0. 
Send by Post 

New Duvet 
Fishers introduce their New Duvet 

Send for one now on seven days 

approval. Price £9.9.0. 
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