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bryan-g-stokes 

Jack Street leading The Promontory 
Traverse, on Cromford's Black Rocks. 
Photo: Leo Dickinson 

The I Road to the 
Peak' Goes Thro' 
Sheffield 

Outdoor People now have easier 
and quicker access to the Peak 
District from the East and South, 
using the M1 Motorway. 
Whether you are travelling from 
Leeds, Nottingham or London, 
be sure to look us up when 
passing through Sheffield. 
Ask to see our full range of 
equipment for the Rock Climber, 
Mountaineer, Walker and Skier. 
We are always pleased to give 
advice on local areas and Stanage 
Edge is only 20 mins away. 
Send now for our fully illustrated 
60 page Catalogue the complete 
guide to all your equipment and 
Climbing gear. 

2 High Court 
High Street Sheffield 
Telephone Sheffield 27525 
also agent: Mike Cha/win, Glenbrittle, Skye 
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that goes on all the expeditions 
The current British Antarctic Survey, the recent 
British Trans-Arctic Expeditions, the 1953 success
ful ascent ot Everest ... these and many other 
expeditions in the Himalayas, Andes and Antarc
tica, have been equipped with the big bags ... the 
finest in the worn;J ... the Fairy down sl~eping 

. bags. 

Sir Edmund Hillary wrote: 
"You'll be pleased to know both 
Tensing and I used your bags in 
Camp 9 .•. as a matter of interest. 
Tensing gave me the unsolicited 
testimonial that his N.Z. bags 
were the best he had ever used. 
I don't think there's much doubt 
that your bags are the best that 
can be obtained anywhere in the 
world," 

down sleeping bags 
the lightest and warmest yet made! 

U.K. STOCKISTS: 
Aberdeen F. Diack & Son 
Ambleside Frank Davis 
Birm'gham Frank Davis 
Capel CurigBrennands 
Edinburgh Graham Tiso 
Glasgow Greaves 
Keswick George Fisher 
Leeds 1 Yorkshire Camping 

Shops Ltd. 

Liverpool Ellis Brigham 
Llanberis Joe Brown 
London Youth Hostel Assn. 
Pindisports and all branches 

of Pindisports 
Manchester Ellis Brigham 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 

l.D. Mountain Centre 
Nottingham Roger Turner 
Sheffield Bryan G. Stokes 

Internationally renowned products of ARTHUR ELLIS & CO, LTD, 

HEAD OFFICE: Private Bag,Dunedin.New Zealand 
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A great new winter holiday idea .. . 

A peak in Los Castellets. 

THE CLIMBING 

GO 
ROCKCLIMBING 

IN THE 
SPANISH 
SIERRAS! 

INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS 

BY AIR FROM £29 

Within 45 minutes of your comfortable hotel by the sea in Benidorm on Spain's sunny 
Costa Blanca is a superb variety of climbing and rambling country. 

Dominated by the 5,000ft. Sierra Aitana peak, the range of mountains parallel with the coast 
offers exciting climbing in five separate areas on more than a dozen peaks. Depending on the 
route taken, there are numerous easy and short climbs or more challenging routes (Grades 
Ill and IV plus) for experienced climbers, including numerous unclimbed routes of Grade VI. 

Whichever route you choose to the top you ' ll enjoy magnificent mountain and coastal 
views and it will be a pleasant change to do some winter climbing in warm sunshine - this is 
one of the sunniest areas in the whole Mediterranean. 

For some reason this area has remained undiscovered by climbers from Britain. So you can 
blaze some new trails and be among the first to pioneer the exploration of this delightful area. 
(Editorial comment on page 9). Maps can be obtained through the Ministereo del Ejercito, 
Prim, 8 Madrid. 

THE HOLIDAY 
Clarksons, Britain's leading tour operator, offer you a choice of nine hotels to stay at in the 

lovely resort of Benidorm. If you want to relax for a day or two, or if anyone holidaying with 
you is a non-climber, there's no better place to soak up the sun-it's a holiday for the 
whole family! 

These holidays are fantastic value for money. Look what they include! Day flights by 
jet from London or Manchester to Alicante, coach transfer to Benidorm, full board accom
modation at your chosen Clarkson Appointed hotel with 4 course meals (1 week holidays even 
include free wine and coffee) . All hotels have swimming pools and most have evening 
entertainments. Every bedroom has private bath, w .c. and balcony at no extra charge. And 
every holiday is Guaranteed by Clarksons. 

INCLUSIVE PRICES: 
From London: 1 week from £29. 2 weeks from £37. 
Departures : Weekly from 29th November to 13th December and 3- 31 st January, 1971. 
From Manchester: 3 weeks from £42. 4 weeks from £49. 
Departures : 29th November and 3rd January, 1971 . 

Note.-These holidays do not include any special provision for climbers, although Clarksons 
local representatives will be glad to help and advise in every way. You will need to take your 
own climbing equipment (Baggage allowance is 44Ib.) and you _____ _ 

can hire a car inexpensively in Benidorm. ~larksons, Dept. WS 207. Box 563, London, s.w0 
For further details and a copy of ' Clarksons Winter Sun I ~~e~se send me your free Winter Sun colour .. , , . I 
Holiday brochure post the coupon now, or see your local I brochure with details of holidays in Benidorm. I 
Travel Agent. 

Glar-kuunuG:~~-=---=--~~~ 
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More people than ever will go onto the hills 
.dl.'JYlore people than ever will rock climb and ... 
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BRONZO 
For the enthusiasticfell-walker. 
Seamless, one piece leather 
upper, bellows tongue 
and Veldtschoen sole 
for extreme 
comfort and 
waterproofing. 

FITZROY 
The pinnacle of perfection for the 
experienced climber 
and at a reasonable price. Tough, 
reversed leather upper, 
double stitched stiffened 
Montagna Block Sole. 

MORE PEOPLE THAN EVER WILL 
BE WEARING ... 

SCARPA BOOTS 
IN THE YEAR 1970 
Be ahead of your time. There is a SCARPA model for you. 

•' R, .-. 
, ; ljt t, \ . .... 

INSIST ON TRYING SCARPA nexttime 

you visit your Specialist Climbing Shop. 

; ALL SPECIALIST SHOPS STOCI< SCARPA 

Made expressly for the 'lightweight' 
walker and 'go-fast' man. One 

piece upper. Fully padded 
sewn-in tongue; bonded 

vibram type sole. In 
leather or suede. 

MONTE ROSA 
Where quality and comfort is of 

paramount importance this boot is 
a must. Unique double roll top 

eliminates ankle discomfort 
and minimizes 

'breaking-in' period. 
Close welded sole. 

DISTRIBUTORS: BERGHAUS LTD., 34 DEAN ST., NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. TEL 23417 
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annapurna 
souttiface 
The hardest climb in the Himalayas. In a nationwide series of 
lectures members of the expedition relate the compelling 
story of their remarkable achievement. The lectures are 
illustrated by some of the most beautiful and dramatic 
mountaineering photos ever taken. 

Don't miss this outstanding event - book early as public 
demand will be heavy. 

lecture diary 
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MANCHESTER MONDAY 5th OCTOBER 6.15 PM & 8 PM. Free Trade 
Hall. Tickets 8s 0d from Ellis Brigham 6/ 14 Cathedral Street, Manchester 
and Y. H.A. Services Ltd 36/ 38 Fountain Street, Manchester. 

CHESTER MONDAY 12th OCTOBER 8 PM. The Gateway Theatre. 
Tickets 1 Os 0d from the Theatre. Presented by 'The Society of Thirteen' 
(members free). 

CARDIFF MONDAY 19th OCTOBER 8 PM. The Great Hall, University 
of Wales Institute of Science and Technology, Corbett Road. Tickets 
7s 6d from Y. H.A. (South Wales Region) 35 Park Place, Cardiff; or by 
post from Phil Watkin, 56 Carisbrook Way, Cardiff. 

NOTTINGHAM TUESDAY 20th OCTOBER 7.30 PM . The Albert Hall, 
Derby Road. Tickets 7s 6d from Nottingham Camp and Sports, 
Shakespeare Street and Mountain Sports, Canning Circus. 

BRADFORD THURSDAY 22nd OCTOBER 7.30 PM . St Georges Hall, 
Hallings, Bradford 1. Tickets 8/- from Centresport, 40 Woodhouse Lane, 
Leeds ; W. R. Baines, 5 Piccadilly, Bradford. 

LONDON MONDAY 2nd NOVEMBER 7.45 PM. The Queen Elizabeth 
Hall, South Bank, S.E.1. Tickets 8s 6d from Pindisports Shops: 14 High 
Holborn, E.C.1. 1098 Whitgift Centre, Croydon and 373 Uxbridge Road, 
Acton, W.3. 

BIRMINGHAM WEDNESDAY 4th NOVEMBER 7.30 PM. The Town 
Hall. Tickets 15s 0d, 1 Os 0d and 7s 6d from: The Town Hall ; Frank 
Davies, Snowhill Ringway ; The Y. H.A. Shop, 35 Cannon Street and 
Blacks of Greenock, Broad Street. 

CROYDON MONDAY 9th NOVEMBER 7.30 PM. Fairfield Hall (Arnhem 
Gallery) . Tickets 7s 6d from Pindisports Shops : 14 High Holborn, E.C.1. 
1098 Whitgift Centre, Croydon and 373 Uxbridge Road, Acton, W.3. 

Mick Burke leading on the difficult rock band. Photo: Tom Frost 

GLASGOW WEDNESDAY 18th NOVEMBER 7.30 PM. Mclellan 
Galleries, 270 Sauchiehall Street. Tickets 6s 6d from Greaves Sports 
Outfitters, 23 Gordon Street and John Smith and Son, Booksellers, 36 
Gibson Street, W.2. 

LEEDS THURSDAY 19th NOVEMBER 7.30 PM. The Town Hall. 
Tickets 8/- from Centresport, 40 Woodhouse. Lane, Leeds 2. (Block 
booking reductions available) . 

BLACKPOOL FRIDAY 20th NOVEMBER 7.30 PM. The Central Library. 
Tickets 8s from The Alpine Centre, 193 Church Street. 

BRISTOL MONDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 7.30 PM. Colston Hall. Tickets 
1 Os 0d, 7s 0d and 4s 0d from Bryants Outdoor Centre, Colston Street, 
Bristol. 

SOUTHAMPTON TUESDAY 24th NOVEMBER 7.30 PM. The Guild 
Hall, Morlands Road. Tickets from K. Lawson, 1 Seamore Road, South 
ampton and M . A. Hogg, 59 Castle Road, Salisbury. 

EDINBURGH WEDNESDAY 25th NOVEMBER. Details of venue and 
ticket price not fixed. Watch local press or consult : Graham Tiso, 44 
Rodney Street, Edinburgh. 

NEWCASTLE WEDNESDAY 25th NOVEMBER 7.30 PM. The City 
Hall. Tickets 7s 6d from The L.D. Mountain Centre, 34 Dean Street, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

WHITEHAVEN WEDNESDAY 17th FEBRUARY 1971 . The Civic Hall 
7.30 PM. Tickets 7s 6d from the Public Library, Whitehaven. Phone 2778. 

NOTE: At most of the lectures block booking reductions are available 
but ticket prices increase at the door. 

Mountain 
Number 11 September 1970 
Price : U.K. Five shillings U.S. One dollar 

Information Page 6 

The Great Beast 666 Robin Campbell Page 13 

Cerro Torre: The West Face Carlo Mauri Page 17 

Truckin' my blues away Doug Robinson Page 24 

The Conquest of Mountains: 
A Contradiction Arne Naess Page 28 

New Books Page 31 

Cover photograph: Ian Clough on fixed ropes at 22,000ft. on 
the South Face of Annapurna. 
Photo: Chris Bonington on Kodak film 

Editor, Ken Wilson. Sub-Editors, M ike and Lucy Pearson. Technical 
Editor, Dave Pearce. American Editor, Chris Jones. Book Reviews, 
Brian Fuller and Paul Nunn. 

Chris Bonington, Robin Campbell, Leo Dickinson, Allen Fyffe, 
Ian Roper, Audrey Salkeld, Doug Scott and Chris Wright (British Isles). 
John Ewbank and Chris Baxter (Australia) . John Amatt, Dick Culbert and 
Brian Greenwood (Canada) . Kamel Guha (India) . Peter Habeler (Austria ) . 
Alan Heppenstall (Italy) . Mick Burke and Dougal Haston 
(Switzerland) . Alex Bertulis, Ken Boche, Yvon Chou inard, Steve 
Hackett, Grace Hoeman, Steve Komito and George Lowe (United States). 

Mountain is published and owned by th e Youth Hostels Association 
(England and Wales). 

Mountain is published every two months. January, March, May, July, 
September, November. Subscription rates : British Isles £1 1 Os. 0d. 
Overseas : £1 15s. 0d. or $4.50 for six issues, post free. 
All correspondence, editorial and advertising to : 
MOUNTAIN MAGAZINES Ltd. 102a Westbourne Grove, London W2. 
phone : 01 -229 1817. 

In the next issue of MOUNTAIN:-

HIMALAYAS 1970 

A detailed round-up of a remarkable season, with an 
exclusive article by Don Whillans on Annapurna South 
Face. Colour cover, many photos. 

BRYANT'S OUTDOOR CENTRE 
WINTER LECTURES 1970 
Monday, October 19th 
Niki Clough - 'The Abominable Snow-Women' 
Niki Clough describes the all-women team's expedition to the 
virtually unknown Padar Himalaya area. You will not fail to admire 
these remarkable women for their courage and endurance in the face 
of adversity and tragedy. 
Lecture begins 7.30 p.m., Y.M.C.A. Hall, Trenchard Street, 
Bristol (Opp. The Outdoor Centre). 
Tickets 6/- each . One ticket FREE with 9 ordered . 

Monday, November 23rd 
Chris Bonington - Annapurna 'South Face' 
- Need we say more 1 
The lecture begins 7.30 p.m ., Colston Hall, Bristol. 
Tickets I 0/- , 7 /- and 4/- . 
All tickets obtainable from The Outdoor Centre, 
Colston Street, Bristol, I. 
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Information 
Messner brothers traverse Nanga Parbat but Gunther Messner 
dies on the final section of the Diamir face. 
Brown's El Toro expedition fails within 100ft. of summit. 

GREATER HIMALAYA 
NEPAL 
Makalu (27,790ft.) 
Two leading French climbers, 
Robert Paragot and Rene 
Desmaison, are planning an 
expedition next year to attempt 
the West Ridge of Makalu. The 
mountain was first climbed from 
the north by a French expedition 
in 1955. 

INDIA 
Nanda Khat (21,690ft.) 
Two Indian climbers died in an 
avalanche on this peak in June. 
A helicopter search revealed no 
trace of them. 
Bethartoii (20,840ft.) 
Sherpa Ang Kami, who climbed 
Everest in 1965 with the Indian 
expedition, died in an avalanche 
in early June. Three others also 
perished in the disaster. 
Nanga Parbat: Rupal Flank 
The Rupal Flank of Nanga 
Parbat, which rises vertically 
some 15,000ft. from the Rupal 
Nullah, is acknowledged to be 
the highest face in the world. It 
has been climbed for the 
first time by the South Tyrolean 
climbers Reinhold and Gunther 
Messner. A second ascent was 
made by Felix Kuen, an 
Austrian guide, with German 
climber Peter Scholz. All were 
members of Dr. Karl Maria 
Herrligkoffer's 'Sigi Low
Memorial Expedition'. 
Nanga Parbat has been climbed 
only twice before - by Hermann 
Buhl in an astonishing solo 
ascent in 1953, via the East 
Arete and Silver Saddle, and in 
1963 by Kinshofer, Mannhardt 
and Low, via the Diamir Face. 
During the descent of this face 
Sigi Low lost his life. 
What happened on Nanga Parbat 
this summer could well become 
one of the most dramatic 
mountain stories of all times. 
The Messner brothers spent 
40 days on the Rupal Face, 
finding the upper section, 
particularly the Merkl Crack, very 
difficult. When they reached the 
summit Gunther was suffering 
badly from altitude sickness and 
Reinhold doubted his ability to 
descend the Merkl Crack. 
Fearing that his brother would 
die if they remained overnight 
at a high altitude, Reinhold 
decided they should descend the 
(unprepared) Diamir Face. With 
only a space blanket for their 
single bivouac, the brothers, 
noted for their rapid climbing, 
made the descent in just over 
24 hours. Dehydrated by the 
altitude, they paused for a drink 
near the end of the glacier; here, 
Reinhold left Gunther to rest, 
telling him which of the two 
possible routes off the glacier 
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Gunther Messner (left) and his brother Reinhold (right) with 
Alpinismus Editor, Toni Heibeler, after their successful Eiger climb 
in 1968. Photo: Al pinismus 

he was taking. At the glacier's 
base, he waited for his brother. 
But Gunther did not appear, so 
Reinhold returned, by the 
second glacier route, to look 
for him. He found only freshly 
avalanched ice. Reinhold 
scoured the glacier and the 
crevasses for the remainder of 
that day, bivouacked, and 
continued searching the next day. 
But his brother had disappeared 
without trace. 
By now Reinhold was badly 
frostbitten. He limped back to 
base camp, only to find that the 
expedition's medical supplies 
were inadequate to deal with 
frostbite. He now lies in an 
Innsbruck hospital: all his toes 
have been amputated. Since 
the Expedition's return 
HerrliQ,koffer's ability as a 
leader has been heavily criticized 
in the Austrian climbing press. 
In a strongly-worded article, 
Peter Baumgartner castigates the 
51-year-old medical doctor for 
'leading from behind', for 
criticizing his team after the 1968 
Rupal failure and for consistently 
failing to provide adequate 
medical supplies and attention. 
He points out that Herrligkoffer's 
treatment of Buhl (he later lost 
two toes) was callous, and that 
Law's death during 
Herrligkoffer's 1962 expedition 
was probably due to fatigue 
caused by incorrect use of drugs. 
In the next issue of Mountain we 
hope to publish more details of 
this amazing story, with 
comments from some members 
of the team. 
Correspondent: Audrey Salkeld 

ANDES 
PERU 
Huascaran (22,205ft.) 
The first ascent of the S.W. spur 
of the main summit was made 
in June 1969 by Canadians 
Fips Broda, Scipio Merler and 
Bernhard Segger. They 
established a high camp at 
18,600ft., from which they 
reached the summit and returned 
in a two-day climb, bivouacking 
on the ascent at 21,000ft. The 

route was entirely on snow and ice. 

El Toro (19,400 ft.) 
On arrival in the Cordillera 
Huayhuash, Joe Brown's 
British expedition found that the 
West Face of Rondoy was very 
steep and avalanche prone, an 
opinion that was later confirmed 
when a huge avalanche swept 
the entire face. 
The party decided to tackle El 
Toro first, in order to acclimatize, 
but even here the obstacles 
proved far greater than expected. 
A camp was established on a col 
below El Taro's final, 2,000ft. 
ice walls. These were found to 
contain ice climbing of extreme 
difficulty. The sun reached the 
face each morning by eleven 
o'clock, melting it rapidly and 
causing rock and serac falls. 
It was therefore necessary to 
make very early starts. Steps 
always melted away during the 
day, and fixed ropes were often 
found embedded in the hard 
water ice formed during the 
night. In order to reach their 
previous high points quickly, the 
climbers had to front-point on 
harp ice, jumaring on a rope 
that had to be hacked free as 
they progressed. Brown 
described the climb as the most 
consistently difficult he had 
been on. "On no pitch could one 
relax," he said. 
Eventually, by bivouacking in a 
crevasse at 18,800ft., Brown, 
Barker, Anthoine and Alcock put 
themselves within striking 
distance of the summit. The 
following morning, five rope 
lengths of very steep (65 °) hard 
ice were climbed, with first 
Brown and then Barker in the 
lead. The summit ridge was 
reached at 11.0 a.m. at a height 
of 19,300ft. The ridge was very 
sharp, heavily corniced and 
unstable. The summit was about 
100ft. higher, perhaps three rope 
lengths away, with a small col in 
between. The climbers all 
agreed that it was unjustifiable 
to continue in view of the 
dangerous condition of the snow. 
They retreated to the protection 

of the crevasse, and reached the 
bottom of the face the same day. 
The difficulties found on El Toro 
were as remarkable as they 
were unexpected. The steep, 
unstable ice formations, which 
were exposed to the sun over 
much of the day, made for 
extreme technical difficulty on 
a peak that had been anticipated as 
a training climb. In the end, so 
much time was consumed on 
El Toro that the party was unable 
to have a serious look at Rondoy. 
One other peak was climbed -
Tam Norte (18,000ft) . This 
provided a good vantage point 
opposite El Toro and was scaled 
by Dennis Kemp and Alan Hunt 
in an attempt to spot traces of 
the crashed airliner full of 
bullion. They were unlucky: 
what was thought to be part of 
the plane's tail was later 
discovered to be a rock. 

Huascaran Disaster 
The death of fourteen Czech 
mountaineers in the Peruvian 
earthquake has now been 
confirmed. The fifteen-strong 
party, led by the celebrated 
Czech writer and mountaineer 
Dr. Arnost Cernik, had originally 
intended to climb in Alaska, 
but changed its plans and 
arrived in Peru in late April. The 
primary objective was Huascaran, 
and Base Camp was established 
at 12,000ft. on the slopes of the 
mountain above Yungay. 
During the approach march, one 
of the climbers, Ivan Bartel, 
slipped and received a fatal 
head injury. 
On the afternoon of May 31st 
there was an earth tremor 
lasting forty seconds. A UNESCO 
team of experts has 
subsequently estimated that a 
huge rock and ice avalanche of 
one million cubic metres fell 
from the north summit of 
Huascaran on to the glaciers 
below. This in turn activated 
greater falls, until twenty-five 
million cubic metres of ice and 
fifty million of rock swept down 
into the Rio Santa valley at a 
rate of four hundred kilometres 
per hour. Everything in the path 
of the avalanche was obliterated. 
It covered the Czech camp, 
flooded nearby lakes (raising 
their levels by about 20ft) and 
eventually came to a halt after 
burying several villages and 
most of the town of Yungay 
(pop. 25,000). A Japanese party 
witnessed the whole of this 
terrible event from Pisco. 
All fourteen members of the 
expedition were killed - buried 
under a huge mound of debris. 
Among the dead were the 
celebrated mountain photo
grapher Vilem Heckel and the 



Details of the Peruvian earthquake and the Czech Expedition. 
The Huascaran avalanche. The victims I to r: Arnost Cernik (leader) , Karousek, Heckel, Bortel, Krecbach, Matras, 
and Jech. Bottom: Cerny, Nahlovsky, Nejedlo, Novotny, Ras/, Urban and Mejsnar. U/vc not shown. The 
diagram shows the path of the avalanche and the site of the Czech camp. The photo (below right) is taken 
after the avalanche from the Czech camp area looking down the trail of debris to Yungay. 1, is the town's 
cemetery where the avalanche ironically came to a halt, 2 is the main square of the town where only a few 
trees were left standing. 
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sculptor Valerian Karousek. The 
expedition also included many 
of Czechoslovakia 's most 
experienced climbers. Countless 
thousands were killed in the 
valleys below. 

PATAGONIA 
Torre Egger/ Cerro Torre 
Cesare Maestri left Italy in May 
to attempt the first ascent of this 
ferocious satellite of Cerro Torre 
in the Patagonian winter. The 
party, led by Maestri, consisted 
of Cesare Fava (who rescued 
Maestri after his ordeal on 
Cerro Torre in 1959), Carlo 
Claus, Pietro Vidi, Ezro Alimonta 
and Renato Valentini . They 
arrived at base on May 8th and 
had their equipment carried by 
helicopter to the foot of the 
East Face of Torre Egger. 
Later reports in the Italian press 
state that Maestri changed his 
objective at this stage. Instead he 
concentrated on the South-East 
Face of Cerro Torre . Using a 
pneumatic bolt gun to blast 
away ice and drill holes, he got 
to within 700ft. of the summit, 
before being forced to retreat 
by bad weather and lack of 
equipment. It is not clear 
whether he attempted the ridge 
used by the British in 1968 or 
the huge face to the right of this. 
The latter seems so great an 
objective as to be inconceivable. 
The party repaired to Buenos 
Aires to recuperate but they 
intend to return for another 

. 
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attempt at the end of the winter. 
A line of fixed ropes has been 
left on the face. 
The drill idea has been broached 
before. Together with cylinders 
of compressed air, the drill is 
winched up the mounta in. The 
use of such a device, particularly 
on a peak that might still be 
climbed by conventional means, 
seems calculated to cause a 
major ethical controversy. 

Cerro Torre 
Dave Nicol 's projected British 
expedition has been cancelled. 
Nicol hopes to lead a smaller 
party to attempt the unclimbed 
Cathedral in the Paine group. 

Bariloche 
Storm-frustrated expeditions 
might care to transfer their 
energies to the climbing around 
the chic ski resort of Bariloche. 
Roger Whewell, our Santiago 
correspondent, reports that the 
climbing is excellent, with good 
granite, scope for new routes, 
and less inclement weather. The 
social climate is also reported 
to be admirable. 

Chilean First Ascents 
Doubts are being expressed in 
Santiago concerning the 
authenticity of recent first 
ascents in the Paine group 
claimed by Chilean parties. 
Some local climbs have also 
come under suspicion. 

Correspondents: Heppensta/1, 
Whewe/1, Culbert and Sames 

NORTH AMERICA 

ALASKA 
Peak 8,065 ft. 
Bob Spurr, Bob Pelz and Royce 
Purlington made the first 
ascent of this peak in the 
Chugach Mountains in July. 
From a base camp at 6,000ft. 
on the Spectrum Glacier, the 
party made the ascent in one 
day via the N.E. Face and the 
North Ridge. 

CANADA 
Squamish Chief 
Hargis and Givler's new Black 
Dyke route (grade 6, 5.8, A4) 

1.· 

is reported to be the most 
challenging and spectacular of 
the hundred-odd rock routes in 
the vicinity. The Dyke is 1,200ft. 
long, and includes three 
impressive roofs. Bathooks and 
rurps were required. The first 
ascent party completed the 
route in three weekends, while 
the second ascent took five days. 
Vamnuska 
Calgary climbers have been 
exploring routes on Yamnuska 
since 1952, when local guides 
Hans Gmoser and Leo Grillmair 
climbed the Grillmair Chimneys 
route. There are now twenty-four 
routes, all of which are described 
in the new guide book, A 
Climber's Guide to Yamnuska, 
by Brian Greenwood and 
Urs Kallen. The cliff is a mile 
long, with routes from 200ft. to 
over 1,000ft. All the climbs 

are steep - often extremely 
steep - and are on Dolomite -type 
limestone. The most serious 
route to date, Balrog (N.C.C.S. 
IV, F9, A2) was completed last 
year by Brian Greenwood, 
John Moss and R. Nicholas, 
and takes 9-12 hours to climb. 
The length of the routes, the 
steepness and the loose rock on 
many routes make Yamnuska 
no place for the novice, but 
provide excellent training for the 
multitude of major faces in the 
Canadian Rockies which still 
await first ascents. 
New Huts 
The Alpine Club of Canada now 
has a total of twenty-five 
mountain huts in Western 
Canada. During the current year, 
another hut will be added to 
replace one which was swept 
away recently in an avalanche 
on Mount Robson. Furthermore, 
the two unsightly igloos at 
present installed at the Boulder 
Camp site in the Bugaboos will 
be replaced by a more attractive 
wooden structure. The total cost 
of the latter project will be 
$20,000 . 

YOSEMITE 
Half Dome: South Face 
Warren Harding and Galen 
Rowell made the first ascent of 
the face in early July. Harding 
and Rowell had attempted the 
face before, in November 1968, 
when they were caught in a 
violent storm and had to be 
rescued from the summit. This 
year's ascent, which took six 
days, was relatively uneventful : 
there were three showers of 
rain, and various pieces of 
equipment were dropped or 
broken. Several nine-hour leads 
were made, and hammocks were 
used for all bivouacs. 
El Capitan: The Nose 
British climbers Chris Jones 
and Tony Willmott climbed the 
Nose in July. 
Correspondents: Jones, Spurr, 
Amatt and Culbert 

RUSSIA 
Pie Pojeba (24,407ft.) 
The highest peak in the Tien 
Shan range and the second 
highest peak in the Soviet Union, 
Pojeba has a notorious record 
for accidents. No less than 
twenty-nine climbers have died 
on its slopes in only five 
expeditions. The mountain was 
first attempted in 1955, when 
twelve members of a thirteen 
strong expedition were killed . 
The following year, the main 
summit was reached by a party 
led by the famous Russian 
climber Abalakov, and two years 
later a team of Czech and 
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Information 

Pie Pojeba kills twenty-nine in only five expeditions. 
Lake District activity builds up after post guide-book lull. 

Russian climbers reached the 
East summit and traversed from 
there to the main summit. 
In 1959, a strong team from 
Tashkent attempted the 
Abalakov route, but the four-man 
summit party perished during 
the attempt. In the following 
year, thirty-three climbers set off 
to recover the four bodies. 
Four members of the party 
became sick and remained in a 
low camp while the others 
continued. Higher up, the latter 
were all caught in an avalanche 
and ten died. 
In 1961, a Georgian team 
attempted the mountain by the 
West Ridge. Of the four-strong 
summit party, only the leader 
returned. One of his companions 
died with an acute liver 
disorder, and the other two fell 
on difficult rock lower on the 
ridge. 
Pie Pojeba is the 77th highest 
peak in the world. This year, 
another Soviet expedition is in 
the Tien Shan, attempting to 
climb it. 
Pie Dchigit (17,S00ft.) 
A party of Lithuanian climbers 
achieved the first ascent of the 
North West Face in 1969. 
The face, which is over 4,500ft. 
high took five days to 
climb. The climbers bivouacked 
in slings in some places ; the 
grade was rated at a continual 
6, and 115 pitons were placed 
overall. 

THE ALPS 

News of previously unreported 
climbs made in 1969 has 
appeared recently in various 
continental publications. We are 
taking this opportunity to record 
the most important ones. 

WINTER 1969 
Col du Plan 
Patrick Cordier and Sylvan Jouty 
made the first winter ascent, 
adding a new direct route 
through the hanging glacier that 
bars the route. 
Nesthorn: North Face 
The first winter ascent of this 
celebrated and difficult Oberland 
ice face was made by Germans 
Karl and Kuhn. 
Alphubel: N.E. Face 
The first winter ascent was made 
by Betschart and Derivaz. 

SUMMER 1969 
Meije: North Face Direct 
P. Renaud made the first solo, 
and second overall. ascent of 
the route in November, with two 
bivouacs. 
Petites Jorasses: West Face 
Frenchman J. Coqueugniot 
soloed the route in 8½ hours, 
descending by the same route. 
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Petit Dru: Hemming/ Robbins 
Route 
This received its second and 
third ascents in July. 
Les Droites: West Summit 
The North Spur route was 
climbed by Boussard and 
Lascar (2nd ascent) and by 
Kosir and Manfreda (3rd ascent) 
in July. 
Les Droites: 
North Face Direct 
In late July, Germans Karl and 
Kuhn made the sixth ascent. with 
one bivouac just below the 
summit. This important route 
still awaits its first winter ascent. 
Aig. de Triolet: North Face 
The face was soloed in October 
by Picconi, an Italian climber. 
Monte Agner: North Face 
Enzo Cozzolino, a climber from 
Trieste, soloed the route in July. 
Spiz d' Agner: North Face 
The Castiglioni/ Detassis route 
received its second ascent in 
August, by Italians Gaveroni 
and Jose. 
Sass Maor: East Face 
This was soloed by Cozzolino 
in July. 
Cima d' Auronzo: 
Comici / Cesara Route 
Cozzolino made the first solo 
ascent. 
Torsaule: S.W. Face 
Austrian Franz Hawelka and 
German Josef Ris made a new 
route on this difficult face in the 
Berschtesgaden Alps, in October. 
The climb has now had four 
ascents, including one in winter. 
Accidents in the French Alps 
The C.A.F. report a total of 
55 dead or missing and 138 
injured in the French Alps in 
1969. Of these, 37 dead and 45 
injured were on other than easy 
climbing routes. 

WINTER 1970 
Mt. Blanc du Tacul: 
Gervasutti Pillar 
Four leading French guides, 
Robert Sorgato, Jean Fanton, 
Claude Jager and Alain Batel, 
were trapped by a storm on the 
summit after making the fourth 
winter ascent of this route. 
After three taxing days, they 
were taken off the mountain by 
the Chamonix rescue helicopter. 
Studerhorn: North Face 
The first winter ascent was made 
by Swiss Luessi. Mans and Stoll. 
Campanile Basso: South Face 
Italians Lorenzi and Martini 
made the first winter ascent of 
the Stenico/ Navasa route. 
Crozzon di Brenta: 
Detassis Route 
The first winter ascent was made 
by R. Gomper and H. Steinkoetter 
(see Mountain 10) . 

BRITISH ISLES 
Uneasy lull over Lakeland 
The completion of the fine 
series of Fell and Rock guide 
books resulted in a strange 
feeling of anticlimax over the 
area. The hard men of the 
sixties made such a good job of 
their explorations that the usual 
post-guide-book boom in new 
routes has been slow to 
develop. 
A strange quiet has crept over 
Lake District climbing in the 
past year, its participants being 
happy to repeat old routes or 
sup their ale at leisure in the 
many pubs. Lakeland activity 
is again being eclipsed by the 
fast-moving Welsh scene and 
the new vigour of the Scottish 
climbers. 
The reasons for this lack of 
energy are complex. The area 
lacks the central stimulating 
axis that Llanberis provides for 
Welsh climbers. Complacency 
is rare in Wales: information 
circulates quickly, climbers with 
an ear for new route possibilities 
and the ability to snap them 
up are numerous, and 
competition is rife. In Scotland, 
the social centralization is less 
marked, but the number of fine 
lines awaiting the explorer is so 
great that only the blind could 
overlook them. 
The complex geography of the 
Lake District encourages climbers 
to spend their weekends in a 
particular area. This has resulted 
in the development of separate 
groups which have little •c~rntact 
with one another. 
In the sixties, the two strongest 
groups were those based firstly 
on Keswick and secondly on the 
Fell and Rock huts. The former 
consisted mostly of local 
residents and climbers from 
Carlisle and Newcastle, with a 
sprinkling of disillusioned 
Scotsmen seeking better weather. 
The active group in the Fell and 
Rock, on the other hand, came 
mainly from Lancashire and 
Yorkshire. They were kept 
strictly in line by Austin's ethica l 
stringency and Soper's piercing 
cynicism. 
Throughout the sixties, the 
rivalry between these two 
groups - epitomized by the 
clash between Keswick 
pragmatism and Allen Austin 's 
purist concepts - stimulated a 
great deal of Lakeland activity. 
The Keswick climbers' need to 
prove themselves was manifest 
in the feverish and none-too
careful development of the 
Borrowdale crags and in 
occasional provocative forays 
into Austin's Langdale. The new 
routes which resulted from these 
raids often involved aid in one 

form or another : Austin, 
considering them unworthy, 
omitted them from the 
subsequent guide. Between the 
two camps an ethical 
controversy raged, centred 
around routes like Falcon Crag 
Buttress, The Niche, The Horror 
Great Buttress on Goat Crag, 
If, D.D. T., Big Curver, and Man 
of Straw. The publication of the 
new guide books led to a decline 
in this controversy and its 
stimulating effects. The Keswick 
climbers' impetus was also 
further diminished by the break 
up of the original group : its 
presiding spirit, Paul Ross, has 
taken an instructor's job in 
America; Brian Henderson has 
plumped for marriage and 
seclusion ; Brian Robertson has 
gone to America, and Les Brown 
has turned his attention to 
Scotland. Adrian Liddell, Mike 
Burbage and Ray McHaffie 
remain , together with Brian 
Thompson, Sid Clarke and 
relative newcomers Bill 
Frehlands, Colin Read and Joh n 
Adams. Slowly they have been 
filling the vacuum left by the 
break-up of the Ross group, and 
recently the output of new 
climbs has started to increase. 
Of the other group, Jack Soper's 
and Neil Allinson 's energies 
have been consumed by the 
demands of completing the 
Buttermere guide. The Langdale 
pace, such as it is, has been 
set by Mike Mortimer. Ken 
Wood, Bill Lounds, Rodney 
Valentine and the tireless 
Allen Austin. This year, only 
Austin's Brackenclock and 
Valentine's Jabberwock seem 
worthy of a visitor's attention. 
Perhaps the most interesting 
developments are taking place 
on the sea cliffs of St. Bee's 
Head. As yet. it is impossible to 
predict the influence and future 
of this new climbing ground. 
Certainly, Joe Willson, Ian 
Angell, Brian Smith and others 
have been doing a fine job in 
developing these extensive 
sandstone cliffs. The routes on 
the southern section are big, 
serious, and as psychologically 
demanding as any on Gogarth, 
while North Head has more solid 
and well protected routes which 
are rather shorter. It is possible 
that the area may yet provide 
the stimulus Gogarth provided 
for Wales when stagnation 
threatened there in the mid 
sixties. With renewed vigour, 
climbers could then develop the 
remaining possibilities of the 
mountain crags and set about 
tapping the small but rich seams 
of undeveloped cliffs that still 
lurk in remote valleys all over 
Lakeland. 



Spanish coastal ranges offer unclimbed walls of Dolomite scale. 

Langdale 
Various new routes and 
variations were done in June 
and July. On Pavey Ark, Allen 
Austin, accompanied by Jack 
Soper and Angela Faller, made 
an important new route up a 
series of walls to the left of 
Stickle Grooves. Brackenclock 
(300ft , XS) is reported by Soper 
to be as hard as Astra and a 
major discovery. With Mike 
Mortimer, Aust in also master
minded two new direct starts to 
Carpetbagger and Grooves 
Superdirect on Gimmer Crag. 
On the latter, Mortimer led. 
Austin is reported to have scores 
of new lines tucked away 
awaiting exploration. 
Jack Soper and Ed Cross visited 
Spout Crag West Buttress, near 
Oak Howe, on the south side of 
the valley. Two new climbs were 
made - Crossword (180ft, HVS) 
and Gurtgardinstuff (180ft, VS) . 

Great Gable 
Jabberwock (230ft), a new 
route to the right of The Tomb, 
was made by Rodney Valentine 
and John Wilkinson. 
On Gable Crag, Colin Read and 
Bill Robinson climbed a new 
line to the left of The Slant. The 
Serpent (140ft, XS) which was 
climbed in swirling mist, follows 
a series of bulges and grooves. 

Buttermere 
Soper and Allinson published 
their guide book in June. 
Despite their thoroughness in 
checking everything, the authors 
were outwitted at the last moment 
by John Gosling and Tony 
Brooder, who added Gethsemane 
(180ft, HVS) to High Crag. 
There is no Extremely Severe 
grade in the guide. 

Borrowdale and Newlands 
On Eagle Crag, Colin Read, John 
Adams, Bill Robinson and Bill 
Young climbed a series of 
grooves between Postern Groove 
and Postern Gate (The Seams, 
140ft, HVS). Bill Frehlands 
soloed the Girdle Traverse. 
On Hind Crag, Read, Adams and 
Robinson made a new route on 
the steep gully wall (Turbulence 
220ft., HVS), after cleaning it 
from above in the rain. Three 
points of aid were used on a 
difficult groove. 
Ray McHaffie produced his 
usual crop of new climbs. With 
Bill Frehlands, he squeezed 
Autobahn (150ft., HVS) on to 
the left side of Falcon Crag, left 
of Spinup. The same pair also 
found a route up the cliff 
opposite Gowder Crag. 
Excalibur (200ft., HVS) starts 
out of the stream and involves 
nine pegs, together with a sky
hook move on the second pitch. 
On Ouayfoot Buttress, McHaffie 

and Frehlands added a new XS 
pitch to the girdle, and McHaffie, 
this time with Australian climber 
Bob Bull, made three small 
routes on the tiered cliffs above 
the buttress. 
Routes on Bowderstone Crag 
(with Sutton) and Great End 
Crag (with Bull) were also part 
of McHaffie's bag. On the latter 
crag, The Sorcerer (280ft., VS) 
breaks boldly out of the big 
cave and then follows the 
walls above. 
Earlier in the year, McHaffie was 
responsible for two good routes 
on Raven Crag : Raven Crag 
Grooves (350ft., VS) was put 
up in the rain with Geoff Allison, 
and The Warbler (300ft., VD) -
an imposing new line which 
turned out to be quite easy - was 
soloed. Both routes should 
become very popular. 
Finally, McHaffie and Frehlands 
went exploring in Newlands and 
came up with a 750ft. VS on 
Waterfall Buttress. The route, 
Sideline, is said to include some 
large gaps between the pitches 
- shades of Bentley Beetham? 
Force Crags at the head of the 
Coledale valley were inspected 
by Brian Thompson and 
W. Barnes, who produced a loose, 
desperate route called The Webb 
( 150ft., HVS) . 
Correspondents: Read and Soper 

SPAIN 
Climbing in the Costa Blanca 
Clarkson's Holidays are offering 
packaged tours for climbing 
during the winter months on the 
Spanish coast. We asked 
Brian Royle to give us a frank 
assessment of the climbing 
potential of the area. 
There are enough secret crags 
within half-an -hour's drive of 
Benidorm to keep the entire rock 
climbing population of Great 
Britain happy for a generation. 
December to March is the best 
time of year to climb, as the 
temperature hovers in the 
amiable 70's instead of the 
searing 100°F of the summer 
months. Although the main 
peaks barely reach 5,000ft, they 
rise with Dolomite grandeur from 
the coastal plain and boast rock 
walls of over 2,000ft. in height. 
Kim Meldrum and I had only a 
week to assess the area for 
Clarkson's, so our examination 
was necessarily cursory. In the 
Sierra Aitana group, the most 
attractive and impelling 
mountain is the Puig de 
Campana. The main climbing 
interest is in its outlier, the 
Cerro Puig de Campana, whose 
rock walls dominate Benidorm. 
We climbed two routes on this 
mountain, the South East Ridge, 
which gives 1,900ft. of V.diff/ 

Top: The S.E. Face of Monte Ponoch - 2,000ft. of vertical limestone. 
The S.E. Ridge is on the right with the line of the Meldrum/Royle 
attempt. Middle: Cerro Puig Campana with the S.W. Ridge on the 
left (4 sup) and the S.E. Ridge on the right (4). Bottom: The Sierra 
Aitana group from near Benidorm. Caste/lets (left), Monte Ponoch 
(centre) and Cerro Puig Campana - S.W. Ridge marked (right) . 
Photos: Royle 

Cerro can be reached in no 
more than an hour"s walk from 
the nearest road. 

Severe on excellent rock, and the 
South East Face/South West 
Ridge which was more serious 
and involved over 2,500ft. of up 
to HS on good rock. The latter 
route was one of the most 
enjoyable that either of us had 
ever climbed. Overall, there are 
perhaps a dozen first class lines 
of 2,000ft. or more, at present 
unclimbed. On many, a bivouac 
will be necessary, but the 
weather and altitude are such 
that this will be more of a 
pleasure than a discomfort. 

Monte Ponoch, the most easterly 
peak of the Aitana, has an 
imposing South East Face which 
towers 2,000ft. above the nearby 
village of Polop. One can drive 
to within 15 minutes' walk of 

The foot of the face of the 

the face. Kim and I made an 
unsuccessful attempt on the 
North Ridge, which bounds the 
right-hand side of the face. 
A direct route up the centre of 
the face would certainly go, but 
would be a major undertaking 
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Obituary 

Ian Clough - the quiet man of British climbing. 

Ian Clough was one of the 
kindest and least selfish people 
I have ever known. On 
Annapurna he never thought of 
his own personal achievement, 
but always of the group as a 
whole. It was always Ian who 
put in that extra bit of work to 
safeguard the route and who 
uncomplainingly took the 
heaviest load. He was also the 
most popular of the climbers 
with the Sherpas. It was Ian who 
taught them how to jumar and 
how to use all the other 
sophisticated techniques that 
were needed to follow up this 
tremendously steep mountain 
wall. This was typical of him, 
for not only was he a brilliant 
and very safe mounta ineer, he 

continued from page 9 

involving sections of artificial. 
Indeed, the North Ridge is 
probably the only route that will 
be climbed entirely free. 
In the Aitana, the vertical strata 
of the limestone and the uneven 
weathering have produced 
unique, fin-like rock walls, 500ft. 
or more high, half a mile long, 
and sometimes only 40- 50ft. 
thick. We tackled one of the 
more substantial of these on 
Los Almaceros, a crag some two 
miles to the north west of Polop. 
The faces here offer routes of 
1,000- 1,500ft. Our route, which 
was relatively easy and not 
particularly good, followed the 
North East Ridge, giving a climb 
of about 900ft., mainly at V. diff., 
but with sections of Severe. 
From the top of Los Almaceros, 
we could see many more faces 
that we just did not have time 
to visit. 
To the north of Benidorm is the 
Sierra Bernia. This consists of a 
single ridge some four miles long, 
which provides a very fine 
traverse. Buttresses on the south 
side are up to 600ft. high, and 
the North Face of Bernia itself 
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was also a superb and dedicated 
teacher of climbing. 
He was born in 1937 in 
Bradford. He attended the local 
high school and left at the age of 
sixteen to become a cub reporter 
on the local newspaper. But his 
first love was climbing and he 
had already conceived the 
ambition to become a 
mountain guide. 
National Service with the RAF 
took him to Scotland. He entered 
Mountain Rescue and finished 
up at Kinloss. It was at this time 
that he was a pupil on a 
Mountaineering Association 
winter course with Hamish 
Macinnes and became committed 
to climbing in Scotland, where 
he pioneered a huge number 
of routes. 
His first winter ascent of Point 
Five Gully, using siege tactics, 
and the peg route Titan's Wall 
caused some controversy in 
Scottish climbing circles. 
Whatever the rights and wrongs 
of this, he completed many other 
worthwhile new routes on the 
Scottish Crags. Among his most 
notable winter ascents were 
Rogue's Rib, Compression 
Crack, Comb Gully Buttress, 
Frostbite and Marathon, all on 
Ben Nevis. Nevis also attracted 
him in summer, and routes like 
The Orgy, Astronomy, Mourning 
Slab and the Upper Girdle of 
Carn Dearg resulted from his 
explorations. 
He also completed many routes 

is broken by a most impressive 
diedre. To the east of the Bernia, 
the famous Penon de lfach 
rises out of the sea at Calpe. 
The south side of this headland 
peak is a huge limestone face 
about 1,000ft. high, which 
would provide many routes of a 
high standard. Indeed, it has 
been reported that a VS route 
has been climbed by an 
itinerant English sailor. 
Finally, a word about Monte 
Blanco, a range a few miles to 
the north of Almaceros. We only 
discovered these peaks on our 
last day and had no time to 
examine them closely. However, 
we saw enough to suggest that 
this was probably the most 
impressive range in the region. 
Many of the peaks would offer 
rock climbs of up to 2,000ft. in 
height. There appeared to be 
many plums for the taking, and 
certainly when we return this is 
an area we will concentrate on. 
Our visit left us in no doubt 
that we had been in a region of 
enormous climbing potential. 
The opportunity to wander in a 
little known mountain area, or to 

in Glencoe, Skye and the 
Northern Highlands, and latterly 
his explorations took him to th e 
Isles of Rhum, Eigg and Harris. 
He played a major part in the 
development of Polldubh Crags 
in Glen Nevis and was personally 
involved in twenty-four routes 
here. 
Clough was a very fine 
alpinist. In 1960 he made the 
first British ascents of the Couzy 
Route on Cima Ovest and the 
Traverse of the Chamonix 
Aiguilles (with Grandison and 
Sutcliffe respectively) . He then 
joined Whillans, Djuglosz and 
myself on the first ascent of the 
Central Pillar of Freney. 
The following year he and 
Grandison completed the first 
British ascent of the N.N.W. 
Couloir on Piz Badile. I met him 
in Chamonix and we made a 
fast ascent of the Walker Spur, 
traversing the Grandes Jorasses 
and the Aig. du Rochfort 
afterwards. We then dashed over 
to Grindlewald, catching the 
Eigerwand in good condition and 
making a fast and trouble-free 
ascent. One could not have 
hoped for a safer and more 
secure companion . 
At this stage he was planning to 
adopt a more secure career, and 
had a place at a teachers' 
training college. He abandoned 
it to join the Towers of Paine 
Expedition. In 1963, Clough did 
the Buhlweg on the Roda di 
Vael and the Aste Diedre on the 

climb 2,000ft. routes to the 
summit of rarely visited peaks, 
will be sufficient attraction for 
most. Add to this the bonus of 
perfect weather in the winter 
months and there can be little 
doubt that the Sierra Aitana and 
its neighbouring ranges will be 
one of the major climbing 
playgrounds of the future. 

TURKEY 
Mt. Ararat (16,945ft.) 
Four Turkish climbers ach ieved 
the first winter ascent in 
February. The summit climb was 
made by Boskurt Ergor, who 
climbed alone for thirteen hours 
after his companions had been 
overcome by fatigue. The first 
winter ascent had previously 
been wrong ly accredited to an 

Crozzon di Brenta, both with 
Haston. Other expeditions 
followed : he played a leading 
part on Gaurishankar in 1964, 
and in 1968 led the successful 
Fortress Expedition in South 
Patagonia. 
In the meantime he had married 
Niki in 1964, and had settled in 
Glencoe. Here he worked with 
Macinnes on the S.Y.H.A. winter 
courses before starting a school 
of his own. 
Ian was undoubtedly one of 
Britain's best all-round 
mountaineers, combining 
considerable technical ability 
with a very sound judgement 
and a high level of selflessness. 
He was also a fine writer and 
photographer. His death occurred 
through one of those cruel 
outside chances that all who 
climb mountains must be 
prepared to face. In the closing 
stages of an otherwise successful 
expedition, he was killed by the 
collapse of a serac just below 
Camp 2 on Annapurna. 
When a friend is killed climbing, 
one cannot help wondering why 
one goes on, whether it is worth 
it - and yet one knows that one 
could never give up the heady 
excitement of the hills, the 
satisfaction of shared achieve
ment, all that makes 
mountaineering so much a 
part of one's life. 
I am sure this is how Ian felt 
as well. 
Chris Bonington 

Austrian party led by Helmut 
Linzbichler, but the climb was 
invalidated as it was completed 
after the official end of the 
winter season (March 21st) . 

ETHIOPIA 
Amba Wahni 
This 1,700ft. rock tower, 200 
miles north of Addis Ababa, was 
climbed by a Polish party in 
1969, supposedly as a first 
ascent. However, on reaching 
the summit (after encountering 
difficulties of grade 5 to 6), the 
party found an ancient water 
pitcher (circa 1200 A.D.). 

Note 
Complete 1970 Alpine notes will 
be published in Mountain 12. 

Ski Instructors required for our Loch Morlich Ski School, near 
Aviemore, and Glenisia Ski School , Alyth , Perthshire, for the season 
from 26th December, 1970, until 17th April, 1971 . 

Wages in accordance with qualifications 

Apply: National Office, Scottish Youth Hostels Association, 
7 Glebe Crescent, Stirling. 



We don't need to advertise our harnesses, Mountain does it 
for us ; but we would like you to know that we have just tied 
on with PARBA to form BRITAINS FOREMOST TEAM IN 
TAPE AND METAL GEAR. 

TROLL PRO DUCTS ~~~~~~H~~~· DIGGLE 
( INCORPORATING PARBA) Tel : Saddleworth 4403-3433 
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The brief mountaineering eareerof 
AleisterCrowleY,the Great Beast 666 

by Robin Campbell 

Edward Alexander Crowley, son of a Plymouth - Brethren 
brewer and lay-preacher, was a man of many parts. A poet 
and mountaineer, he was best known as Aleister Crowley, 
the fabulous Beast of the Book of Revelation . He claimed to 
be the latest to emerge in a fantastic reincarnology which 
included Pope Alexander VI and the gypsy mage Cagliostro ; 
for a time too, he was a Highland Laird - Lord Boleskine of 
Foyers (another Loch Ness Monster) - and many other 
things besides. 
Crowley was born in 1875. His early years were dominated 
by his interests in poetry and mountaineering. Until 1893, or 
thereabouts, his mountaineering development was fairly 
conventional , but he then struck up a friendship with Oscar 
Eckenstein (a very able climber who, along with Crowley, 
did much to develop and promote the crampon) and at the 
same time began to dabble in magic (the purchase of the 
estate at Foyers was made with this end in view - its 
solitude made it eminently suitable for such practices) . 
Eckenstein tolerated Crowley's aberrations and even 
encouraged him in some of them. Under his influence, 
Crowley's mountaineering horizons expanded. He went to 
the high Mexican volcanoes with Eckenstein, and in 1902 
they made an unsuccessful expedition to K2, In 1905 
Crowley led an expedition to Kanchenjunga. The attempt 
ended disastrously. It was possibly because of the ensuing 
storm of criticism that Crowley took no further part in active 
mountaineering after 1905, although he continued to 
comment on mountaineering affairs. Instead, he turned to a 
life in which he is said to have explored every avenue of 
debauchery and vice as a means of increasing his magical 
powers and advancing his status in the satanic hierarchy. 
Unnatural practices, such as eating human excrement and 
flesh and enjoying sexual communion with freaks of all 
shapes and sizes, drew from the public the opinion that he 
was "the wickedest man in the world". Nevertheless, his 
crimes were few and undetected, and indeed his 
'wickedness' seems somewhat pallid beside that of more 
conventional villains bent on material rather than spiritual 
plunder. Perhaps the worst that can be said of Crowley is 
that he took seriously the profusion of dilettante interests in 
the occult so common in fin-de-siecle London salons. It 
seems that the mainspring of his effort was a desire to 
discover the limits of his own nature and potentialities, 
rather than a desire for public notoriety or self-aggrandise
ment. It is possible that his mountaineering was 
similarly motivated. 
Mountaineering, of course, is not a normal pursuit and we 
should not be too surprised to find its adepts showing odd 
behaviour in other spheres of life. I have no doubt that, 
taken singly, Crowley's worst excesses could be matched by 
some of those in our current folklore. For instance, it is said 
that the game of Hungarian Hamstring (a form of tug -of-war 
in which each contestant attaches a running noose to his 
penis) recently enjoyed some popularity in Glencoe, along 
with versions of darts in which pin-ups substituted for the 
board and various bodily fluids for the missiles. One 
imagines that even Crowley might have blenched at some 
of these! There has been a mountaineering Pope - the Abbe 
Achille Ratti - why not a mountaineering Antichrist? 
The most interesting account of Crowley's mountaineering 
is his own, given in his copious Confessions. This 
extraordinary book makes it perfectly clear that, whatever 
else Crowley may have been, he was a masterly writer of 
prose. The sections dealing with his climbs are continuously 
entertaining and often extremely humorous. Some may find 
that his extreme views make the book unreadable but, 
strangely for the "wickedest man in the world", his actions 
seem quite moderate and some of his opinions have a 
distinctly modern ring. For example, apropos Nepal he 

contends : Where the white man sets his foot, the grass of 
freedom and the flower of good faith are trampled into the 
mire of vice and commercialism. Again, deploring the 
destruction of the Falls of Foyers by the British Aluminium 
Company, he says: The Falls of Foyers are one of the few 
natural glories of the British Isles; why not use them to 
turn an honest penny? Money-grubbing does its best to 
blaspheme and destroy nature. It is useless to oppose the 
baseness of humanity; if one touches pitch, one runs the 
risl< of being defiled. Hardly the opinions you 'd expect from 
a Devil's Advocate! On the other hand, his view of women 
is starkly primitive: No man who allows a woman to take 
any place in his life is capable of doing good work ... 
A man who is strong enough to use women as slaves and 
playthings is all right . . . A woman is a creature of habit, 
that is, of solidified impulses. She has no individuality. 
One of Crowley's favourite targets for criticism was the 
Alpine Club, which suffered enormous abuse at his hands. 
When chronicling the formation of an expedition to 
Kanchenjunga, he wrote: Thanks to the Alpine Club, there 
was no Englishman of mountaineering ability and experience 
available. Elsewhere, he said: The policy of boycotting 
Eckenstein and his school, of deliberately ignoring the 
achievements of Continental climbers, to say nothing of my 
own expeditions, has preserved the privilege and prestige of 
the English Alpine Club. Ignorance and incompetence are 
unassailable. Ridicule does not reach the realms of secure 
snobbery. The mountains themselves vainly maim and 
murder the meddlers; they merely clamour all the more 
conceitedly to be considered heroes. It is one of the most 
curious characteristics of the English that they set such 
store by courage as to esteem a man the more highly the 
more blindly he blunders into disaster. 
Such condescension implies that Crowley himself was an 
exceptionally competent mountaineer, and indeed there 
seems little reason to doubt this. He joined the Scottish 
Mountaineering Club in 1894. His application shows that 
even at that time, when he was only nineteen and had not 
yet benefited from Eckenstein's instruction, Crowley had a 
backlog of experience that was formidable for the times. 
Between 1894 and 1898 he visited the Alps yearly and, 
along with Collie, Mummery and Hastings, did much to 
further the cause of guideless climbing. Although he made 
no major new ascents, some of his efforts sound somewhat 
nerve-racking even today. His description of an ascent of the 
Vuibez ice-fall in the Arolla district runs : Our way was 
barred by an undercut ice-cliff, which at its only assailable 
point rose some 14-20ft. above the detached serac on 
which we were standing .. . Leaning over the intervening 
crevasse, the second man was able to support the leader 
who, standing on his shoulders (in crampons) , cut hand 
and foot holds in the wall above. With some assistance 
from behind with an axe the leader arrived at the top of the 
wall and the rest of the party followed. Above this point, 
the climbing became difficult . .. The final bombastic touch 
is typical of Crowley. At home he made improbable ascents 
of the chalk cliffs at Beachy Head (see S.M.C.J., iii, 288 seq.) , 
who~e looseness might well dismay the hardiest modern 
sea -cliff climber. One does not climb the cliffs. One hardly 
even crawls. Trickles or oozes would perhaps be the ideal 
verbs. His first visit there is recorded with characteristic 
boastfulness: The general opinion was that no-one had 
ever climbed it. There was, however, a legend that it had 
once been done. I settled the point by walking up, smoking 
a pipe, with my dog (I had no woman available) 
in nine-and-a-half minutes. 
Eckenstein enjoyed a reputation almost as mysterious as 
Crowley's. He was extremely reticent and suffered fools 
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badly. Unlike Crowley, however, his stature as a mountaineer 
was never called into question. Crowley had the greatest 
respect for him. In a letter to Harry Doughty, he wrote : 
Eckenstein, provided he could get three fingers on some 
thing that could be described by a man far advanced in 
hashish as a ledge, would be smoking his pipe on that ledge 
a few seconds later and none of us could tell how he had 
done it. After their highly successful Mexican trip, 
Crowley and Eckenstein resolved to attempt K2 in 1902. 
They attacked the mountain with a party comprising one 
Englishman, two Austrians and a Swiss doctor, Jacob 
Guillarmod. After trying the south -east ridge (favoured by 
Crowley and followed on most later attempts), they 
switched their efforts to the north-east ridge and reached a 
height of about 22,000ft. before retiring. This height record 
stood until the American attempt of 1938. Crowley advanced 
various reasons for their failure, but in retrospect their 
attempt must be viewed as a considerable achievement. Not 
only did they reach a great height during this, the first 
att3mpt on the mountain, but they also showed what men 
ware capable of at high altitudes in atrocious weather. The 
expedition lasted the entire summer, and several members, 
including Crowley, spent almost two months at heights 
around 20,000ft. The doctor, to whom Crowley refers as 
Tartarin, was by all accounts a fairly ineffectual character, 
but at this time Crowley found his antics merely amusing, 
remarking only that he knew as little of mountains as he 
did of medicine. In view of the fact that it was the 
antipathy between Guillarmod and Crowley which led to 
the disastrous result of the 1905 expedition, it is odd that 
this did not manifest itself during that long cold summer. 
In any event, in 1904 Tartarin visited Lord Boleskine at his 
Foyers estate and attempted to persuade him to go to 
Kanchenjunga. At Boleskine House, Tartarin was the butt of 
many practical jokes, the most absurd of which was the 
cleverly-staged haggis hunt. Tartarin foolishly asked the 
Lord what a haggis was, and was informed that it was a 
'rogue· ram - one that had run wild . Some days later, 
Crowley's gillie entered the lounge. 'The haggis is on the 
hill my Lord," he said, excitedly. Boleskine and Tartarin 
chose their weapons (the latter's an elephant-piece) and 
proceeded to pursue a solitary sheep. Eventually Tartarin 
blew it in half, to everyone's satisfaction. 
Encouraged by Tartarin's buffoonery, Crowley agreed to lead 
an expedition to Kanchenjunga. The following year he 
attacked the mountain with a party which, in addition to the 
two principals, comprised two Swiss (Reymond and Pache) 
with whom Crowley was well pleased, and an Italian 
hotelier from Darjeeling, de Righi, with whom he was not -
his character was mean and suspicious and his sense of 
inferiority to white men manifested itself as a mixture of 
servility and insolence to them and of swaggering and 
bullying to the natives. These traits did not seem so 
important in Darjeeling but I must blame myself for not 
farseeing that his pin brain would entirely give way as soon 
as he got out of the world of waiters. 
Crowley-had reconnoitred Kanchenjunga from England, 
thanks to the admirable photographs of every side of the 
mountain taken by Signor Vittorio Sella, and had chosen to 
attempt a route up the Yalung glacier and the slopes above 
it. On the approach all went well. However, once on the 
mountain, things started to go wrong . Minor difficulties with 
de Righi and Guillarmod became more frequent and 
Crowley now thought that-Tartarin's vanity, inexperience, 
fatuity and folly were certain to land us in disaster. 
Gradually Guillarmod became convinced of the converse 
proposition. In trying to discover where the fault lay, it is 
difficult not to agree with Crowley that Guillarmod was 
consistently in the wrong. One of his major complaints was 
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Crowley's insistence on early starts to avoid avalanches : 
this, Guillarmod argued, needlessly exposed the porters to 
cold . However, as events were later to prove, Crowley's 
advice was sound. 
Under the circumstances, Crowley was perhaps foolish to 
proceed with the attempt. But proceed he did and, having 
little confidence in his colleagues apart from Reymond, he 
did what few generals do - he led from the front. Eventually, 
Pache, Reymond and Crowley reached a point about 
21 ,000ft. where they stuck due to lack of supplies. Mean 
while, in the dissident rearguard, mutiny was planned. 
Guillarmod and de Righi arrived at the high camp demanding 
a change of leadership. A furious argument ensued, blows 
were exchanged and, with nothing settled, Guillarmod, 
de Righi and Pache decided to return to the lower camps 
with three porters. Crowley implored them to stay, warning 
them of the dangers of avalanche (it was late afternoon) , 
but they were adamant. In his Confessions, Crowley 
reflects: I ought to have broken the doctor's leg with an 
axe, but I was too young to take such a responsibility. It 
would have been hard to prove afterwards that I had 
saved him by so doing. 
During the descent the party, roped together, was traversing 
a snow-slope with the doctor and de Righi leading. Two 
porters slipped and pulled Pache and the other porter off, 
starting a small avalanche. They were swept down hundreds 
of feet. De Righi and Guillarmod, riding the avalanche, 
survived, but the three porters and Pache were crushed. 
Crowley afterwards admitted to having heard their cries, but 
claimed that this was nothing unusual as Tartarin and de 
Righi shouted all the time. By now in his sleeping bag, 
writing his reports, Crowley was reluctant to investigate and 
sent Reymond and some porters instead. He remained in his 
tent until morning when he descended with the remaining 
porters. 
It was his apparent heartlessness that earned Crowley the 
abuse of the mountaineering world, and he did not help 
matters by writing : I was not over-anxious under the 
circumstances to render help. A mountain 'accident' of this 
sort is one of the things for which I have no sympathy 
whatever . .. Crowley never publicly relented . In the 
Confessions, he wrote : It is noteworthy that 17 coolies 
without ropes, axes, boots, claws and Tartarin, had crossed 
the fatal spot quite safely (earlier in the day) . Crowley 
clearly regarded the accident as falling beyond the realm of 
his responsibility, since he had explicitly advised against the 
descent. The expedition disintegrated after the catastrophe 
and its members returned variously to Darjeeling to 
squabble over the division of funds. Crowley rather high
handedly took control of the account at the Darjeeling bank, 
on the grounds that Guillarmod had, before the mutiny, 
attempted to do likewise by letter. The affair ended in a 
public brawl between the principals in the Press, and an 
attempt by Tartarin to blackmail Crowley into dividing the 
funds, with the threat that a copy of Crowley's pornographic 
Snowdrops would otherwise be sent somewhere damaging. 
What might have been Crowley's fate in the eyes of the 
mountaineering public had he not written in such strong and 
unpalatable terms about the incident? His actions had been 
innocuous enough, given the current prejudices in favour of 
strong leadership. At most he could be accused of laziness : 
he did not ignore the accident - Reymond was sent to 
investigate and told to summon Crowley if help was needed. 
And it wasn't - de Righi and Guillarmod were safe, the 
others impossibly buried. It seems likely that Crowley's acid 
pen, whose prose output was in my view his best claim to 
genius, was alone responsible for his fall from 
mountaineering favour. 
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Cerro Torre: The West Face 
by Carlo Mauri. Translated by Alan Heppenstall. 

I was pleased to accept the invitation to write for Mountain 
about Cerro Torre, for I hold British mountaineering in the 
highest esteem and, indeed, sense lively competition from 
British climbers in the race for the Tower. I should like to 
take advantage of Mountain's pages to broadcast to 
English-speaking fellow-mountaineers my intention to 
return to the Tower in the 1970/71 season for a further 
attempt on the mountain via the West Face. 

Today, few mountains attract the climber to quite such an 
extent as Cerro Torre. At first sight, its little ice-covered 
summit seems inaccessible from all sides : apart from the 
technical problems presented by the vertical granite walls 
and the overhanging layers of rotten ice, there is the added 
hazard of the wind which frays ropes and rips tents to 
shreds. The mountaineer who succeeds in photographing 
the ice-cream-like formations of the summit will be able to 
claim truthfully that he has gone beyond the limits of 
'extremement difficile'. That is why I, for one, will never be 
satisfied until I have climbed the last foot of the way and 
stood on that elusive summit. 

I made my first acquaintance with the Tower in 1958, in the 
company of Walter Bonatti : the moment we saw it peering 
through the clouds we understood why Lionel Terray had 
dared to describe Cerro Torre as a peak that no mountaineer 
would ever attain. Terray had seen the East Face, which 
overlooks the Pampas, during his ascent of Fitzroy; when we 
examined it, our impressions were much the same as his. 
In the hope of finding a more feasible line of approach, 
we decided to move round and look at the West Face, 
which at that time had never been seen by mountaineers. 

Unfortunately, while the East Face of the Tower can be 
reached in a few hours' walk, three days' marching over 
difficult ground are needed to get to the foot of the West. 
It is 37 miles from the last estancia (Estancia Halvorsen) to 
the base of the Tower and all our gear had to be carried 
on our backs. We started by following the valley of the 
River Tunel to its end, fording several other rivers in the 
process, and established our first camp at 1,900ft. Camp 2 
went up at 5,000ft. on the Passo del Viento (Pass of the 
Wind}, and Camp 3 at the edge of the great Hielo 
Continental icefield. Finally, we set up the last camp at 
5,600ft. on a sheltered rocky spur which forms the base of 
the Tower itself. 

In 1958, then, for the first time, two mountaineers saw the 
West Face of the Tower. It turned out to be shorter than the 
East Face, but was incredibly iced-over, being continually 
swept by the moist winds from the Pacific. In spite of the 
limited resources at our disposal, Bonatti and I succeeded 
in reaching the final step of the Tower above the col which 
divides Cerro Torre from Cerro Adela. We found what 
seemed to be a feasible route, which brought us within 
striking distance of the summit despite the extremely 
difficult ice climbing involved. We turned back rather more 
than 1,600ft. from the summit but, considering we were a 
party of two, we were quite satisfied with this achievement. 

Left: The West Faces of Torre Egger (left) and Cerro Torre seen from the 
Patagonian Ice Cap. The Italian route climbs the couloir, disappearing 
behind the rock spur on the right. It reappears above the ice mushroom 
on the right hand ridge, traverses the rock terraces and then follows 
the ice -caked gully just left of the ridge . The attempt petered out a 
fe w pitches up this gully. The col in the centre is the Col of Conquest 
reached by Maestri and Egger in 1959. The ice -encrusted arete above 
this forms the right hand edge of the face they climbed. The first 
ascent of the p eak is disputed by many Patagonian experts. 

We named the col we had reached the 'Col della 
Speranza' (the Col of Hope) , for we hoped to go back one 
day and complete the ascent. 

It was not until 1970 that I had the opportunity of pursuing 
that hope. My experience in 1958 had convinced me that 
there was no easy way of climbing the Tower on any side, 
but that if I were to try again the West Face offered the only 
line that appeared remotely feasible. The 1970 expedition 
was organized on this basis. From the start, we made our 
preparations with the following fundamental points in mind. 
(1) In view of the exceptional mountaineering problems 
posed by the Tower, there was a high probability of failure. 
(2) Sufficient climbers would be needed to transport all the 
gear (over a ton of it) from the last estancia to the foot 
of the West Face. 
(3) We would equip every foot of the route with fixed ropes 
to ensure a swift retreat in case of bad weather. Altogether, 
we took along 6,500ft. of rope, 200 ice pegs of varying 
lengths and 100 rock pegs. 
(4) We would attempt the West Face again, since it was 
1,500ft. shorter than the East Face (from neve to summit) 
and promised a faster ascent. This was important in view of 
the very brief periods of fine weather to be expected in 
Patagonia . Also, the route lay almost entirely over ice : 
although there were greater objective dangers, this reduced 
the risk of encountering an unclimbable obstacle. 
(5) On Cerro Torre, there seemed no justification for a 
multi-day assault on the summit. The expedition would rely 
on its speed and ability to complete the ascent as quickly 
as possible in the first spell of good weather, spending the 
minimum of time on the unstable ice face. At the most, two 
attempts would be made on the summit. 

The preparations were complete in less than two months, 
and we left Italy on January 2nd. Eight days later we were 
at the last estancia, ready to leave for the Pass of the Wind . 
Once again I found myself following the Tunel valley, in 
full view of Fitzroy, Cerro Torre and the whole chain of 
mountains from Cerro Adela to Cerro Luca, both of which 
Bonatti and I had climbed in 1958. We quickly effected a 
shuttle service to transport all our gear up the valley. 

On January 13th we pitched our tents beyond the Pass of 
the Wind on the edge of the Hielo Continental , the huge 
icefield extending over 400 miles from north to south . The 
next day, six of us - Casimiro, Canela, Pumela, Chiappa, 
Rava and myself - marched for nine hours across the 
icefield to the rocks of Red Spur at the foot of the West 
Face of the Tower. Our efforts at wading through deep, wet 
snow soon shattered us. On the following day, the 15th, the 
weather was still bad and the wind strong. Casimiro and I 
stayed in our tent, while the other four started back for the 
Pass of the Wind. They made the journey in bad weather 
and with nothing but a mug of coffee inside them, being 
reluctant to touch the provisions carried up so laboriously 
the day before. 

For three days the two of us could do nothing but wait . 
Finally, on the 18th, we could stand it no longer. The 
weather was still far from good, but we left nevertheless. 
Laden with 1,300ft. of rope and innumerable pegs, we 
started the work of preparing the route. In the long gully 
leading up towards the Col of Hope, we found pitons left by 
Bonatti and myself in 1958. Needless to say, there was no 
trace of the fixed ropes. It snowed on and off, yet we 
worked for eight hours fixing 1,000ft. of rope and succeeded 
in reaching the hanging glacier below the Col of Hope. 
There, we turned back, well satisfied with our achievement. 
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Next day, in the company of Canela, we were back at our 
highest point of the day before and set up camp at the foot 
of the glacier; and on the 20th the three of us continued up 
into the funnel of ice formed between Cerro Torre and 
Cerro Adela . The glacier struck me as being more difficult 
than in 1958: it was steeper and at the top was split by a 
gaping bergschrund. Above the bergschrund, the couloir ran 
up at a frightening angle to the col. Casimiro was in fine 
form and hacked away with his axe, while the two of us 
hugged the slope, continually bombarded with ice chips, 
legs aching from the effort of clinging on with only the front 
points of our crampons. It took eight hours to reach the col 
and equip the route with fixed ropes. Sitting on the Col of 
Hope and munching dried prunes, I let my eye roam down 
the 4,500ft. of space between me and the Pampas and 
wondered what force it was that drove me away from the 
world of men to such a God-forsaken spot. The Col of Hope 
seemed a funny name at that moment. 

At this point, the highest reached by Bonatti and me in 1958, 
Miro, Stefano and Canela took over. Above the col, the 
ridge rose to the summit in two steps, separated by a level 
section which we dubbed the Helmet. It did indeed 
resemble a helmet: overhanging prows of ice guarded three 
of its sides, while on the fourth it was itself overhung by the 
final rock and ice precipice leading to the summit. 
Somewhere up there we would have to find a place for our 
last camp. Two pitches up broad ice chimneys from the col 
brought the three climbers to an ice 'wall' leading to the 
top of the Helmet. This brittle, vertical wall was crowned by 
a series of great protruding masses of ice, which to the men 
far below looked as a cauliflower must look to an ant. 
The prospect was daunting: scanning the wall it was 
impossible to pick out a line of weakness which offered 
certain progress even as far as the overhangs. And then? 

The three men started upwards, foe11ng their way foot by 
foot. With little hope of success, they were determined to 
continue climbing until their way was blocked once and for 
all by some unclimbable obstacle. They seemed to have met 
that obstacle when at length they hacked out a stance 
directly below the first of the series of bulges, which 
protruded 150ft. into space in some places, like a huge 
inverted icefall. One possibility remained - to traverse left 
below the overhangs in an attempt to find a way through . 

They traversed 1,000ft. The actual climbing was very hard, 
but the worst strain was mental rather than physical. The 
climbers'own strength and ability meant nothing: they were 
like flies which Nature could tolerate or shake off at will. 
Under this constant threat of annihilation, the leader was 
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in the happiest position, as the struggle to make progress 
across the wall kept his mind fully occupied, leaving him no 
time for fear. But the second and third men, who often had 
to hang from pitons for hours on end on the same stance, 
were continually racked by doubts, and the ever-present 
threat weighed on them heavily. To climb in such 
conditions is a nerve-shattering experience; in this case, 
the men were at it for two whole days, during which they 
covered a distance of 1,500ft, but a height of only 750ft. 

Contrary to all expectations, they found that when they had 
traversed to a point almost directly below the main summit, 
the overhangs could be turned and the top of the Helmet 
reached . Ropes were fixed all the way and, to shorten the 
length of time spent on the traverse, a place was found 
where a rope could be fixed directly through the bulges, 
enabling future parties to jumar straight up and down. Their 
anxiety over the danger of the traverse was well-founded, 
for on the day after the Helmet had been reached there was 
an avalanche here. An ascending party found the ropes 
swept away; on the stance where the second had spent 
three hours during the initial ascent of the section, the two 
pitons had been smashed to pieces. 

On January 25th, we decided that the time had come to 
launch the final assault. Pumela, Miro, Rava, Chiappa and I, 
laden with all the gear we could carry, made our way 
across the terrifying 1,000ft. of the traverse and up to the 
top of the Helmet. At noon, we refreshed ourselves with 
Vitamin C dissolved in melted snow, and then Pumela, 
Chiappa and I began to pitch our tent for the night, while 
the other two started work on the final wall. 

After the time and energy we had expended in getting thus 
far, it was depressing to see this wall surging overhead. It 
was at least as impressive as the section we had already 
overcome. For the first 500ft. it consisted of vertical rock 
liberally coated with ice, up which the eye of faith could 
possibly divine a way ... but above that, it was the same 
old story: huge masses of ice jutting into space for 
80-100ft. The summit of the mountain looked like a giant 
cone which had been overfilled with ice cream and then 
pressed downwards, so that the ice cream spilled out 
further and further over the edges: but in the process of 
spilling, it had been frozen into immobility. As the west 
wind added more and more ice to the structure, it began to 
twist under the strain and distort itself into a crazy, upside
down labyrinth of ice, until gravity took over and blocks of 
ice the size of houses crashed down the smooth granite 
walls below. 



Extreme left: Cerro Torre 
from the south-east. The 
highest points reached by the 
1958, 1968 and 1970 attempts 
are marked with crosses. The 
Italians approached the Col of 
Hope from the opposite side of 
the range. 

Left: The Italian route up the 
west side of Cerro Torre. This 
photo was taken from the 
camp on the Red Spur. 

Right: The cauliflower-like ice 
encrustations of the Helmet. 
The climbers fixed ropes down 
these in order to avoid the 
dangerous 1,000ft. traverse. 
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The 1,000ft. traverse: " We were like flies that Nature could tolerate or shake off at will. Under this constant threat of annihilation, the leader was in the happiest position - But the second and third men, who often had to 
hang on their pitons for hours, were continually racked by doubts. To climb in such a place was a nerve shattering experience". ' 





Top left: Camp 6 on the top of the Helmet . In the background s the 
summit of Torre Egger and, stretching away to the north, the 
Patagonian Ice Cap . It appears possible to rea ch this campsite from 
the South East ridge, attempted by the British in 1968. 
Bottom left: The traverse from camp 6 into the final summit gully. 
The climbers retreated from just abo ve this point. The characteristic 
clouds herald the approaching storm. 

The solution once again lay in the inch-by-inch approach : 
one concentrated on overcoming the next five or ten feet at 
the most, and only when these were below could further 
means of progress be sought. Miro and Rava put two 
pitches behind them that afternoon and descended, 
leaving fixed ropes in place. We spent the night in the one 
tent, huddled together for warmth. 

Next morning, Miro and Rava returned up the fixed ropes to 
see what lay ahead. They climbed with little enthusiasm, for 
the threat of approaching bad weather was too obvious to 
be ignored. I watched Miro advance almost imperceptibly 
slowly, while Rava belayed him. Every now and again, 
chunks of ice floated past Rava·s head; each time this 
happened he would enquire anxiously whether Miro had 
knocked the ice off or whether it had fallen by itself. It was 
three o'clock before Miro reached a point at which he could 
belay. This was the highest point reached by the 
expedition - 9,650ft., or 630ft. below the summit. 

From Mira's belay, it was impossible to see a way through to 
the top of the mountain . The next 150ft. of mixed rock and 
ice looked feasible, but after that? A route might be found, 
but at best it would involve days of cutting up and round 
the overhanging prows of ice, and the climbers would be 
continually exposed to the risk of ice collapsing on them or 
under their feet. In any case, there was no more to be done 
that day, and the pair retreated to the relative safety of 
the Helmet. 

The weather, which had looked ominous all day., was now 
definitely breaking. Towards evening the wind started to 
rise, and before the night was old it had reached its usual 
pitch of fury. We were soaked to the skin and frozen inside 
our tent, and the noise was such that it was impossible even 
to think clearly, let alone hold a conversation . The tent was 
well anchored and stood firm with the weight of five inside 
it, but the fabric itself seemed likely to rip under the 
tremendous pounding of the wind. Tiny particles of ice flew 
out of the darkness and hammered it incessantly. It could 
not last much longer. Mercifully, we had discovered during 
the day a natural cave in the ice, just down to one side of 
the Helmet, and we now transferred ourselves and all our 
gear into it. The cave was already deep in snow and the risk 
of being buried alive was real enough, but we preferred even 
that to being flogged to death by the wind. The descent the 
next day was a nightmare: the wind threatened to carry us 
bodily off the mountain, while the stinging ice particles 
pelted us pitilessly and blinded us every time we opened our 
eyes. The fixed ropes were coated with ice and stiff as 
hawsers. making our Jumars almost useless. It was only 
when we got below the Col of Hope that we were able to 
find any relief from our tormentor. 

So, for the second time, the Tower crushed my ambitions to 
reach its summit. But my respect for the mountain is such 
that I do not think of it as a defeat, but rather as a hard -won 
victory, for we suffered no casualties and had the strength 
of mind to deny ourselves, with no regrets, the joys of 
success. Such was the satisfaction that the party gained 
from its struggles against the Tower that none of us has any 
hesitation in saying that he wants to go back again next year. 

SUMMARY 
Patagonian Andes: Cerro Torre 10,280ft. An attempt on the West 
Face by the Lecea section of the Italian Alpine Club. Carlo Mauri 
(leader), Gian Felice Rocca, Guiseppe Cima, Gianni Stefanon, 
Piero Rava, Roberto Chiappa, Pierluigi Lanfranchi, Casimiro Ferrari 
and Pier Lorenzo Acquistapace. December 1969 - January 1970. 
Mainly difficult ice-climbing under constant threat of falling ice. 
The highest point reached was about 630ft. below the summit. 
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Yosemite has been the focal point of California climbing 
since the early 1930s, when a handful of Sierra Club 
climbers came down from the high country and learned to 
handle a rope. Generations of climbers since have been 
spellbound by the Valley's beauty and clean rigorous 
climbing, so much so that they have never ventured further 
into the Sierra Nevada. A little over a hundred years ago, 
John Muir saw the Sierra crest shining to the east from the 
rim of Yosemite Valley and walked off to have a closer look. 
Since then, a few climbers of each generation have followed 
his lead and slowly climbed first the peaks and then the 
ridges of his Range of Light. The early Valley climbers 
returned to the high country with their ropes to climb the 
East Face of Mount Whitney in the southern end of the 
chain. Now, a few more of the faces - not large by 
Yosemite standards, but of good rock in an alpine setting -
are being climbed. And lately this has led to the surprising 
discovery of ice gullies in some of the steep and shaded 
north-east cirques. From the Mediterran,ean latitudes of his 
mind, broiled so long in the Yosemite sun, the California 
climber has begun to conceive of ice near to home. 

There is little wonder that the sunny Sierra has been so 
long neglected as a potential ice area : it has but few small 
glaciers and seems at times, and when approached from the 
east, the perfect desert mountain range. That such a range 
might contain good hard climbing ice had not occurred to 
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California mountaineers, freshly home from the Canadian 
Rockies' slush or the Andean equatorial wallow. The rock 
climbers in their turn had just plain forgotten to look -
they hadn't even seen the walls of fine unclimbed granite in 
the high country. A Climbers Guide to the High Sierra, by 
way of introducing itself, says that "there is seldom enough 
hard snow or ice to justify carrying crampons". I remember 
reading that as a young climber and then hopefully carrying 
my crampons anyway, hundreds of miles up and down the 
Range of Light. The closest thing to a sign of interest in ice 
climbing I saw in those years was crampon tracks in neve 
along the John Muir Trail above Tully Hole one June. 
Recently, on going to the east side of the Sierra, I have 
seen the light at last - streams and sparkles of it reflecting 
out of high steep gullies during the few minutes a day in 
which the sun passes their heads, or a deep blue translucence 
radiating from shady notches. It may be that the heat which 
made us unsuspecting of ice also made the ice. Spring snow 
melts and packs in the gullies, speeded by summer rains wash
ing down them, until the sharp fall winds set this surface into 
the water ice that we found, sure enough, when it occurred to 
us to start looking in the right places. 

October on the Palisade Glacier was a mountaineer's clear 
and cold dream of the high country, with a night rattling 
wind and the highly-contrasted lights and shadows of the 
day printed on our minds as if to impress us again and at 

last before winter took the edges off. The glacier, brittle 
underfoot, exacted tribute from ever-cramponed feet, and 
what had been summer's mere suspicion of crevasses were 
now widely skirted or stepped over. Across the glacier, the 
U Notch, midsummer highway to North Palisade, was out in 
full blue ice from head to toe and probably hadn't been 
attempted since mid-August, despite its less than 40° 
inclination. The V Notch, a few hundred yards to its left, 
glittered at us from deep between confining granite walls . 
Looking almost straight into this gully we had come to 
climb made it very steep in the mind. 

The first pitch up the back wall of the bergschrund was the 
steepest. I put my axe in a pile of snow to belay and Yvon 
led off. This was Chouinard 's first trip to the Palisades 
and my first outing on ice this serious ; we felt a long way 
and many degrees centigrade removed from the kerosene
lanterned camp table in Yosemite, where this plan was 
gotten up only a week before. 

Right away, Yvon got himself strung out on to the steepest 
ice just below the lip and was committed before he realized 
he wanted protecting. I looked from a forest of crampon 
points suspended in the air twenty feet above, to the pile 
of snow I had thought would be a good enough anchor, 
past it into the deep blue 'schrund, and back to the spiny 
sky. Yvon was having his own problems. The ice was so 

hard that his attempts to lodge an axe or alpine hammer to 
pull up on yielded either ice cubes or sudden opaque cones 
under the blade. Finally, he pulled up on delicate balance 
and blew out a long sigh : "I haven't been gripped like that 
in a while." With a belay thoughtfully anchored far enough 
to the side to increase my concentration, I started up into 
the hardest ice I have ever seen. After producing the 
requisite amount of fear, like a ticket of admission, I pulled 
up over the lip. I had been holding on too hard to run the 
inclinometer and was glad enough to forego the reading in 
order to stay out of the gullet of the blue meanie snapping 
at my heels. I kicked out over the crest of this wave frozen 
in the act of breaking into the glacier and looked over a 
pitch of foam up to a slightly choppy green sea leading 
900ft. to the Sierra crest. 

We French-stepped up a pitch of neve and started out on to 
the sweeping ice of the gully, zig-zagging across it to 
belay on rock, being after all still Californians. Soon we 
were running out of rope: the gully is so well-proportioned, 
presenting its full height in one gesture, that pitches shrink 
and seem to get nowhere. On the fourth pitch, I set a 
Charlet- Moser ice screw, noticing a slight feeling of 
stripped threads as it went in. Coming up after, Yvon pulled 
out the shank broken off above the threads. I hadn't felt it 
break, but was probably forcing it in too fast for the 
hardness of the ice. 
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Chouinard climbing the steep ice at the bottom of the couloir. These photos and the title picture were taken on a later ascent of the couloir by two 
separate ropes. Photos: Tom Frost 

Soon we were spaced out on our ice sheet surrounded by 
brittle green sea-smooth 50° ice, temporarily becalmed in a 
gully on the eastern wall of California in its flight back 
to the Pacific. Feeling like fish out of water on this flinty 
sea, we couldn't tell whether to laugh or shudder, frolic or 
grip. It seemed that I hadn't made a move over 5.4 in three 
pitches; I put my hand out to rest in the slab climber's 
absent familiar way - it skated off, and I remembered 
myself and tried again to decide whether I should be afraid. 

Chouinard had developed a technique and two tools to 
help us up the gully without breaking the surface of the ice 
with a step. Dissatisfied with the grip of hand daggers in the 
right-hand Mendel couloir a few miles north of here during a 
boiler-plate autumn two years ago, he forged the back of a 
Yosemite hammer into a small-toothed pick with a sharp 
droop. Swung from the handle, this alpine hammer is driven 
into the ice with the force of the hammer head behind it. I 
have pulled my entire weight up vertically on a single 
well-placed hammer. He also designed a beautiful flat-adzed 
ice axe with a thin drooping pick. Both these tools were so 
shamelessly efficient that I thought them at least twice as 
good at their functions as any similar tool I had used, even 
ones made in Scotland. Not content to be merely master
craftsman, or because the efficiency of his tools forced him 
to it, Chouinard devised a technique for more relaxed 
front-pointing. Since the ankles and calves of an ice climber 
are both attached to his Achilles Tendon, he can rest this 
overworked organ in one leg at a time by turning that foot 
out and placing it flat on the ice French style as an 
intermediate step between the front-point stances of the 
other foot. Turning out first one foot and then the other in 
this fashion extends the range of front-pointing. We quickly 
locked into this technique, using it instead of stopping 
whenever we needed a rest. Our stops in the middle of 
pitches for protection stemmed from prudence rather than 
impending collapse. 

Higher in the gully, with our technique sorted out to the 
point of confidence, we began to register impressions of our 
strange and beautiful surroundings. Nothing that happened 
here could quite be described in familiar terms. The 
steepness was right, but it was strangely slippery. Silence 
26 

was almost recognizable, but too deep. The cold air seemed 
deader, or was it only thin? Ice chips went down with 
explosive tinkling sounds and disappeared to leave the 
granite walls of this sound chamber staring at each other 
across their bed of ice. I looked up to see vaporous cloud 
fragments blow out the top of the gully and felt the 
mountain falling away beneath me. Our voices took on such 
clear, deep and resonant tones that we could not talk and 
had to resort to laughing. The August high country that 
most climbers know was nowhere in sight. If I dug deep in 
my pockets for the meaning of all this, I only got my hands 
warm, which was quite enough of a holiday for eyes and 
ears until my end of the rope came up again and hands 
forgot their numb selves for the pleasure of moving over 
ice again. 

We ran blocks along the ridge, the very crest of the Sierra, 
looking west into the low, golden-sun, peak-spotted 
wilderness, and turned down a loose face toward the long
shadowed glacier. A perfect, breathless day. We moved 
down in a fast-paced, free but vigilant, wordless 
mountaineering that danced counterpoint to the careful 
footwork in the gully. We had spent our day scratching 
upon the steep surface of the Sierra Nevada with our 
crampon points - a foreign, embryonic feeling to a range 
of mountains that has felt every sort of drama on its rocks. 
Coming down the eastern flank of this two-hundred mile 
crest, which hides many remote north east cirques yet to be 
looked into by ice-conscious eyes, I dream of spending a 
few of the falling days of each year high in the Sierra 
gullies, truckin' my blues away. 
SUMMARY 
California, Sierra Nevada Range, North Palisades Group. 
Ice gully climbing in the N.W. Corries. Yvon Chouinard and Doug 
Robinson. August 1969. 

ROCK CLIMBING IN SNOWDONIA 
Special courses run by 
Al Harris and Pete Crew 
Write for details enclosing S.A.E. to 

Crew and Harris, Bigil, Dinorwic, Caerns. 



Mountaineering 
Equipment 
Suppliers 
Aberdeen Capel Curig, North Wales 
F. Diack and Son, Ellis Brigham (M) {S), 
302 George Street. Mountain Centre. 
Tel. 0224.26952. Tel. Capel Curig 232. 

Aberdeen Croydon, Surrey 
Pindisports, 

Campbell's Sports (S), 1098 Whitgift Centre, 
520 Union Street. Tel. 01.688.2667. 
Tel. 0224.20157. 

Darlington 
Ambleside, Westmorland J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd., 
Frank Davies (S), 29 High North Gate (C). 
The Climbers· Shop, Tel. 0325.2390. 
Compston Corner, 

Derby Tel. Ambleside 2297. 
Powers Sports, 

Aviemore, Scotland Green Lane. 

Speyside Sports (S), Tel. 0332.48311. 

Tel. Aviemore 629. Derby 

Bangor, North Wales 
Prestidge (S), 
350 Normanton Road. 

Arvons, Tel. 0332.42245. 
216 High Street, 

Doncaster Tel. 0248.3849. 
Don Valley Sports (C) (S), 

Bethesda, North Wales 95 Spring Gardens. 

Arvons, Tel. 0302.67755. 

High Street. Dundee 
Tel. 0248.82.401 . David Low Sports Co. Ltd. 

63 Seagate (M) (S), 
Birmingham Tel. 0382.24501-2. 
Frank Davies (S), 
7 Snowhill Ringway, 4. Edinburgh 
Tel. 021.236.6816. Graham Tiso (M), 

44 Rodney Street. 
Birmingham Tel. 031.556.1723. 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., Exeter 
35 Cannon Street, 2. Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S), 
Tel. 021.643.5180. 181/182 Sidwell Street. 

Blackpool Tel. 0392.76421. 

The Alpine Centre, Glasgow 
193 Church Street. Greaves (S), 
Tel. 0253.24307. 23 Gordon Street. 

Bolton 
Tel. 041.221.4531 /2. 

Alpine Sports (S), Glasgow 
157 Great Moor Street. Bob Finnie Sports, 
Tel. 0204.25087. 53 Possil Road, C.4. 

Tel. 041.332.0327 
Bradford 

Grantown-on-Spey, Scotland 
P & S Outdoor Shop, Speyside Sports (S), 
71 a Godwin Street. 47 High Street. 
Tel. 027 42.1998. Tel. Grantown 246. 

Brighton Glenbrittle, Skye 
Sport and Leisure, Mike Chalwin, 
48 North Street. Agents for : 
Tel. 0273.29539. Bryan G. Stokes in Skye. 

Bristol Halifax 

Joseph Bryant Ltd., The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. The Outdoor Centre, 

Colston Street. Tel. 0422.65549. 

Tel. 0272.23166. Lancaster 

Cambridge H. Robinson, 

The Outdoor Centre, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 

7 Bridge Street. 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 

Tel. 0223.53956. 
Leeds 

Capel Curig, North Wales Centresport, 
Joe Brown, Frank Davies, Dave Clarke, 
The Climbing Shop. 40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. Tel. 0532.31024. 

These shops stock high class Mountaineering, Ski-ing and Camping 
Equipment. 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

Leeds Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
H. W. Poole, L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 / 36 Eastgate (C) (S), 34 Dean Street {S) {C). 
Tel. 0532.24599 Tel. 0632.22139. 

Leeds Nottingham 

H. W. Poole, Roger Turner, 

2 Wade Street (C) (S). Mountain Sports {S), 

Tel. 0532.29374. 1 Canning Circus. 
Tel. 0602.47230. 

Liverpool 
Oxford 

Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S), The Scout and Guide Shop, 
73 Bold Street, 1 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 

17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 

Llanberis, North Wales 
(Branch of the Scout 
Association). 

Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall. Preston 
High Street. P.S. D. Sports Dept., 
Tel. 028682.327. 141 Friargate. 

Tel. 0772.53792. 
London 
Pindisports (S), Rawtenstall, Lanes. 
14/18 Holborn, E.C.1. C. H. Parsons, 
Tel. 01 .242.3278. 13 Bacup Road. 

Tel. 07062.6353 
London, Acton, W.3. 
Pindisports (S), Settle, Yorks 
373/5 Uxbridge Road, W.3 Cave and Crag, 
Tel. 01.992.6642. Duke Street. 

Tel. 07292.3311. 

London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., Sheffield 

54 Seymour Street, W1 H 5WE Bryan G. Stokes, 

Tel. 01.723.5252. High Court, High Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 

London Stockport 
Y.H.A. Sales, Base Camp (C), 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 01.839.1722. Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Manchester Wednesbury, Staffs. 
Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S), Tebbutt Bros. (M) (C) {S), 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. Camping and Climbing, 
Tel. 061.834.0161. 91 /92 Walsall Street. 

Tel. 021 .556.0802. 

Manchester 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C), West Bromwich, Staffs. 
15 Station Road, Urmston. Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 

Tel. 061 .748.6408. 466 High Street (C) {S). 
Tel. 021 .553.1670. 

Manchester 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, Wolverhampton 

211 Deansgate 2. Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 

Tel. 061 .834.7278. 4/5 King Street (C) (S), 
Tel. 0902.27012. 

Manchester York 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., The Scout and Guide Shop, 
36/38 Fountain Street, 2. 14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 061.834.7119. Tel. 0904.53567. 

( Branch of the Scout 
Mansfield, Notts. Association). 
W. Slack and Sons, 
38 Rosemary Street. 
Tel. 0623.24449. CANADA 

Calgary: Alberta 
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne C.Y.H.A. Mountain Sales, 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S), 455 - 12th Street N.W. 
227 /229 Westgate Road. Tel. 244-8251. 
Tel. 0632.23903. evenings only; (C) (M). 
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"Generally the most beautiful or otherwise remarkable places on a mountain are to be found along the edges of phenomenal precipices". The East ridge of the Doldenhorn. 
Photo: Bradford Washburn 

The Conquest of Mountains: 
The urge to climb has many sources, and no two climbers 
ever have the same motivation. Success as a climber, 
however, is measured in a fairly specific fashion, reflecting 
perhaps some of the most objectionable traits of 
contemporary society. 

There is stress on competition. Achievement is measured by 
means of such superficialities as the number and difficulty 
of a climber's ascents, or the number, difficulty and height 
of the summits he has reached. The superficiality stems from 
the conventional approach to the assessment of 'difficulty'. 
Every well-integrated individual has his or her own way of 
'measuring' achievement and success, namely in relation not 
only to personal goals but also to his or her state of training 
and so on: factors which naturally have to be ignored in the 
world of competitive sport. 

Furthermore, detailed route descriptions and publicity are 
stressed in order to facilitate stupid comparisons. In 
consequence, how and where to climb on a mountain are 
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determined more by one's reaction to reports and 
superficial ratings than by desires arising spontaneously 
during the climb. Generally, the most beautiful or otherwise 
remarkable places on a mountain are to be found along the 
edges of phenomenal precipices, not at the (geographical) 
summit - often a dull place. Nevertheless, climbers often 
walk or scramble to the summit in fog, merely to 'complete' 
the climb - as if the latter, as an experience or achievement, 
could be defined by a machine without reference to 
qualities specific to human beings. 

In the Himalaya, the inhuman aspect of climbing is more 
pronounced than it is elsewhere. When chauvinist impulses 
dominated the picture after the Second World War, 
expeditions degenerated into sieges of a quasi-military sort. 
The mountains were 'conquered' - a fatal expression - and 
'success' was often ensured by sending great numbers of 
climbers who made a series of 'assaults'. 

A salutary reaction has set in against the desecration of 

" Achievement is measured by means of such superficialities as the number. speed and difficulty of the climber's ascents". 
The North Face of Piz Badile, Robert Paragot climbing. Photo · Bob Keates 

A Contradiction? by Arne Naess 
mountains by garbage (pitons, equipment, etc.), but there is 
still little protest against this worthless form of 'summitry'. 
Such a negative attitude towards the dominant trend may 
seem fanatical, and I think only a minority of climbers 
experience mountains as I do, but there are more of us than is 
generally assumed. Our numbers are distorted by the pressure 
towards conformity, and the need of young climbers to secure 
reputations in order to be voted on to expeditions by their 
fiercely competitive and status-seeking elders. 

"The mountain was considered impossible to climb .. . " 
This is one of the venerable stereotypes in climbing 
literature. It may be a mistake to translate it literally. The 
lure of the mountains is largely symbolic; in the mythology 
and poetry of various cultures, mountains are in an 
important sense 'unclimbable'. They symbolize elevation, 
perfection, grandeur to be striven for. The general public's 
awe of mountains as 'challenges' is no doubt associated 
with this symbolism. Thus, identification of success in 
climbing the holy mountains of the Himalaya with 

'conquest' of their summits can be seen as nothing but 
infantile profanation: in this way, modern man convinces 
himself that he can do the impossible. But he forgets both 
his dependence upon administration and machinery, and 
also his debt to the old symbols. If his 'modern' way of 
life becomes universal, mountains will one day be regarded 
as heaps of mineral, and to climb them pointless. 

This is not written with the intention of activating climbers 
who basically share my attitudes, but are too shy or modest 
to try to change things. Let diversity of motive and method 
flourish by all means. But let us also agree that no single 
concept of climbing should so dominate as to spoil the 
pleasure or experience of others, of this generation or of 
those to come. To ensure this may, perhaps, entail a broad 
shift of attitude in our direction, as the 'achievement 
attitude' is massively destructive in nature, and seriously 
threatens all other positions. Such a shift might today be 
possible, in the new atmosphere of ecological awareness 
brought about by technology's overstepping of vital limits. 
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New Books 
Winter epic on Mt. McKinley - The two hundred best climbs in Wales. 

The Coldest Climb 
The Winter ascent of 
Mount McKinley 
by Art Davidson 
The Bodley Head: 35/-
Take a near-impossible project, 
a team drawn together in 
extremes of optimism and 
pessimism, a climb executed in 
extraordinarily alien and adverse 
circumstances, and you have the 
necessary ingredients for 
brilliant mountaineering or 
debilitating failure. Add an 
author of unusual self-knowledge, 
a man of exceptional honesty, 
and you have a book of unusual 
penetration and impelling 
human interest. 
The Coldest Climb is a book 
for the 'big mountain' orientated. 
There will be those who see it 
as just another semi-expedition 
bore. They have missed a human 
point that they may never grasp 
at all. In a technical sense they 
are correct. The climb is a big 
walk, but a walk in extreme 
conditions. One single factor 
indicates its seriousness - a 
temperature of -148°F. 
In 1967, eight men attempted 
the first winter ascent of 
Mount McKinley, the highest 
mountain in North America. 
Climbing in Alaska is always 
serious. Even in summer, ascents 
of McKinley by the ordinary and 
other routes have involved 
frostbite of a kind more normal 
in winter. The routes done by 
Cassin and by Americans on the 
South Face were major epics. 
In the former case, the aged 
Cassin became the anchor of 
his strong team during a 
hazardous descent. Climbing 
inside the Arctic Circle in winter 
can thus be seen in more 
accurate perspective. Extreme 
cold, combined with remote 
surroundings and very high 
altitude, makes a winter trek 
every bit as serious as the hard 
summer climbs performed in the 
area - on Mount Huntingdon, 
for example, or on the lower and 
more technical Kichatna Spires. 
In the present case, it proved 
a near disaster. 
On first analysis, the climbing 
team appears disparate, not 
through lack of ability, but 
because the individuals 
apparently~new too little about 
each other. Yet, despite the 
death of one member in an 
elementary glacial accident 
during the early stages, this was 
evidently a very strong team. 
'Farine' (Jacques Batkin) died 
because he was too much at 
home in the mountains and took 
risks. The party soon recovered 
from this initial loss, aided 
perhaps by their lack of know
ledge of their dead companion. 

Very soon, the mountain's 
difficulties swallowed up their 
attention and, after extraordinary 
efforts, the summit was attained. 
As so often happens, it was 
during the descent that the 
mountain bared its teeth to the 
full. Three climbers, tired by the 
summit push, were caught for 
many days in a snow hole at 
18,000ft. Lack of supplies 
forced their companions to 
descend. The three only survived 
because of caches of food and 
fuel at the Denali Pass. 
Eventually, the high winds and 
extreme cold abated, and they 
were able to make a slow, 
groping, frostbitten descent. By 
good luck and good judgement, 
and with help from the few 
supplies their friends had left, 
they survived to be lifted out of 
the lower glacier together with 
their companions who had 
given them up for lost. 
The narrative is intense, detailed, 
and harrowing in the extreme. 
The dullness caused by over
exposure, cold, and pure 
boredom, comes through 
admirably. The patience of the 
climbers deserves to be 
respected, for this is a prime 
attribute in climbing under such 
conditions. 
The ascent was possible because 
the team work was outstanding. 
Davidson shows how conscious 
he and Gregg Blomberg were of 
the need for team effort from Jhe 
first. Their disagreements we-re 
often over this very problem. 
The expedition and the book 
may be judged a success despite 
tragedy, in so far as the 
individual members did achieve 
a team effort even after their 
initial differences. The climb and 
the book contain the essence of 
serious adventure. 
As David Seidman said of the 
direct on the South Face of 
McKinley : "we couldn't finish 
the route without putting our 
lives on the line". Nothing could 
be more true of this altogether 
rather breathtaking and very 
human experience. 
Paul Nunn 

Climbing and Walking in 
South-East England 
by Edward C. Pyatt 
David and Charles: 42/
This is the companion book to 
A Climber in the West Country 
by the same author. Mr. Pyatt 
has made up for the geological 
shortcomings of South-East 
England by describing every 
feasible form of climbing in the 
area. Further compensation is 
provided by skilful use of 
appendices in which the author 
describes climbing both within 

day-trip distance, and within 
weekend distance, of London. 
The latter category is far-reaching 
indeed and includes the Belgian 
Ardennes and the Swiss Alps. 
All the walking areas in the 
South-East are competently and 
comprehensively described, but 
there is a definite bias towards 
climbing and coasteering. 
The sections on the sandstone 
outcrops are enlivened by the 
author's own involvement in the 
history of the climbing. Perhaps 
the most interesting chapter is 
that on chalk cliff climbing. 
Although it is normally 
condemned as a 'crampon and 
ice-axe· cul-de-sac from climbing 
proper, Mr. Pyatt suggests that 
chalk climbing could be the 
logical conclusion to the current 
trend in climbing on loose rock. 
He quotes the activities on the 
French chalk cliffs near Le Havre 
and in the Seine valley where 
relatively conventional climbing 
techniques are used. 
The book is attractively produced 
and well illustrated, though 
somewhat weak on climbing 
photographs; in fact, half of 
these are of climbing that is 
outside the book's immediate 
scope. 
Robert Moulton 

Rock Climbing in Wales 
by Ron James 
Constable: 30/-
§i,ryii/ar irJ fQrm;;it tQ Rpb!n • . 
Collomb's guides to Zermatt and 
Chamonix, this is not a back
pocket edition. It records 200 
Welsh climbs done over the last 
twenty years by Ron James, the 
leading Welsh guide. The 
carefully-selected list of the best 
routes in Wales is arranged by 
areas, with the now-familiar 
star system used to denote 
special recommendations. 
In many cases, James has 
improved on the usual Climbers· 
Club guide book descriptions by 
adding details from his wealth 
of personal experience. For 
instance, Ivy Sepulchre: "by the 
roof there is usually a peg on 
the R. Wall for protection and 
often aid"; and Direct Route 
Glyder Fach: "a semi hand 
traverse with the left foot also 
hooked in the crack". Such 
detail is _often backed up by a 
telllng photograph: one such 
follows the Direct Route 
description, and shows a man 
using his left foot in the 
prescribed manner; others that 
are useful in this way relate to 
the traverse on Tensor, The 
Groove on L\ech Ddu and the 
crux of Phaedra. Two thirds of 
these photographs are the work 
of Ken Wilson ; the remainder 
are by James, John Cleare and 

various other photographers. 
The book also lists the facilities 
available in each area (sleeping, 
drinking, eating, garaging, 
phoning, etc.). It thus provides 
a comprehensive introduction 
for newcomers to North Wales. 
With guide book prices spiralling, 
this book is excellent value at 
30/-. It should enjoy widespread 
popularity, particularly among 
visitors from other areas. Let's 
hope somebody else does the 
same for those areas for us 
Welshmen. 
Tim Lewis 

The Northern Limestone Area 
Compiled by Paul Nunn 
Peak Climbers' Club Guides, 
Vol. 5. 35/-
The guide book famine in the 
Peak District seems finally to 
have passed, and climbers can 
now feast themselves on this 
long-awaited harvest. The saga 
of 'Eskimo Nell' is child's play 
compared to the epics undergone 
by the B.M.C. guide book 
committee in getting this 
volume to press. 
The final product retains the 
general format of its 
predecessors, and is well turned 
out. The photographs, which 
are bound in to the plastic
covered volume, are of mixed 
quality, the odd one or two 
being below par. 
The first few pages, a testament 
to the book's production epics, 
comprise the jottings of the 
numerous editors. Of these, 
Paul Nunn emerges as the most 
constant and determined, and is 
to be congratulated for his 
unflagging efforts. Essential 
access and geology notes about 
the dozens of limestone cliffs 
within the area occupy the 
next 25 pages. The climbs 
themselves have been recorded 
and checked by a very reliable 
team of limestone experts, and 
happily the superlatives are a 
fair guide to the good and the 
great routes. 
Artificial routes are scattered 
throughout the area, but only 
on Ravenstor do they have a 
real stranglehold. Here, the 
activities of the creeping free 
climber have not yet violated 
the sacred ground of the peggers. 
The grading, as always, is 
subject to controversy. 
Personally, I would rate the 
difference between The Flakes 
and Aurora as being certainly 
equal to a full grade, but that 
between the former and 
Armageddon as less. But these 
are minor points : on the whole, 
the gradings seem correct. 
The quality of the diagrams 
varies from excellent to grim, 
with a nasty attack of the 'Eyam 
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New Books 

Royal Robbins and Don Peterson: 'Personality clashes punctuate the 
climbing·. Photo: Glen Denny 

plague· in Water-cum-Jolly 
Dale. But all are good enough to 
indicate the route lines. 
The histories I found interesting ; 
they form an essential part of 
a guide book that does not 
carry a vast first ascent list, 
however laboured they may seem 
to some. But now, as they say, 
we come to the tragic bit -
the price. Despite the book's 
large contents - 654 routes, most 
of which are over 150ft. long, 
with 12,000ft. of high quality 
climbing on 'Stoney' alone - it 
seems fantastically expensive. 
It will keep the old hands 
crying into their beer for years 
to come. 
Nat Allen 

Ascent 1970 
Edited by Allen Steck 
Sierra Club: $2.50 
Naturally, there's a touch of 
West Coast insularity about this 
year's Ascent, but it's less 
marked than that shown by 
climbers preoccupied with 
English rock. The overall image 
is, as always, plush: a real photo 
of the Totem Pole in New 
Mexico in flesh-naked colour 
adorns the front cover, while the 
photo-montage on the back 
(a surrealistic composition of 
rock, stars, and a huge stone 
hand) could be propaganda 
aimed at persuading the infidel 
that the only road to Allah is via 
El Capitan. and that Robbins is 
His sole prophet. 
Most keen climbers will like 
the articles, although our Old 
World palates may find one or 
two experiments cloying. The 
Kichatna Spires article intrigues, 
while the 'Mind Odyssey' (on 
the Dhaulagiri 1 accident) is less 
shattering than many such 
accounts of death, and in a 
sense more meaningful . .. " I do 
not really exist, but the living 
must return. They do, although 
only with hesitant steps weighted 
with the curious guilt about 
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being alive when others 
are dead." 
The Desert Sandstone themes of 
'Four Corners· (Roper) and 
'The View from Dead Horse 
Point' ( Pratt) have a mystic 
quality. It seems that climbers 
visit the desert - with its 
crumbly rocks and its regulations, 
the harshness and the long 
drive-in - almost despite the 
climbing, drawn instead by its 
peculiar character. Those of us 
who have seen the desert spires 
in the glossy mags - or Easy 
Rider, for that matter - may 
come near to understanding. 
Our own environment may be a 
little different, but thoughtful 
climbers everywhere climb for 
more than the rock. 
Robbins' 'Tis-sa-ack' stands in 
complete contrast. It is a 
reconstruction of his own and 
his companion's thoughts on a 
big new climb on the North Face 
of Half Dome. Personality 
clashes punctuate the climbing. 
But then who wouldn't get a 
little edgy : " I was sitting down 
there for twenty-four hours," 
said Peterson acidly. 
In the end, Robbins betrays the 
reader into sympathy for 
himself and his virtuoso 
companion, but most of all for 
Chuck Pratt: "I feel guilty with 
a camera when Pratt is on the 
rope. It is like asking a Navajo 
to pose, and I would never do 
that ... He doesn't want 
anything to get between him 
and the climbing experience." 
Lurking near the rather short 
(or well-edited) list of new 
climbs is ' Upper Crust', an 
exploration into the future of 
the professional guiding service -
a visit to the Institute of 
Advanced Climbing, where 
middle-aged professors of 
History, Literature and 
Theoretical Mechanics sup their 
evening ale. After a baffling but 
strangly familiar technical debate, 
befogged by conceptual 

differences, they agree on one 
point - they haven't climbed in 
years! The article's only 
innacuracy appears to be that 
of placing these events in the 
future: is the situation not 
with us already? 
As always, the illustrations are 
voluptuous. Some are a bit 
hard to take but, like 'The Sorry 
of Fats Ray' (Tejada Flores· 
latest offering), they can claim 
to be 'art' . I fear an over
exposure to Yosemite Walls, for, 
though the pictures improve, 
their impact seems to diminish. 
It can't be helped : it happens 
to all good things. 
Finally, Mountain earns some 
hard -won praise - Ken, 
fish-and-chip papers and all. 
Not so bad for a foggy little isle. 
Paul Nunn 

Alpine Climbing 1969 
Edited by Doug Scott 
Alpine Climbing Group: 7/ 6 
The A.C.G. bulletin had some 
difficulty in finding its role in the 
face of encroachments by 
Mountain and the newly 
improved and pertinent 
Alpine Journal. 
Doug Scott has negotiated the 
problem skilfully. This year's 
bulletin is packed with essential 
information on hard climbing 
in the Alps and, to a lesser 
extent, in Norway and Yosemite. 
Of particular interest are the 
first of a series of pictorial 
representations of the 
topographical details of major 
Alpine climbs and faces. This 
year, the Walker Spur, the 
Vallee Blanche Face of Mont 
Blanc du Tacul, the North Faces 
of Les Droites and the Aig. de 
Triolet, and the routes on the 
Grand Pilier d'Angle are covered. 
There are plans for more 
next year. 
Also included are brief articles 
by McHardy (Croz Spur) and 
Colledge (Eigerwand and other 
climbs). In an interesting ethical 
treatise, Reinhold Messner 
condemns the increasing 
tendency among Alpinists to 
carry bolts for any eventuality. 

The bulletin also contains its 
usual motley collection of notes, 
new routes and photographs. 
The list of members returns but 
that of deceased members, with 
all its sobering reminders of the 
penalties of remaining active for 
too long is omitted. 
One tiny criticism must be made : 
despite the difficulties of 
production, the A.C.G. really 
must try to publish its bulletin 
well before the Alpine season. 
Mid-July, when this one 
appeared, is far too late. 
Ken Wilson 

The Mountains of Greenland 
by Mario Fantin 
Tamari, Bologna 1969 

On the Glaciers of Africa 
by Mario Fantin 
Cappelli, Bologna 1968 
(Titles translated) 
These massive tomes, both in 
Italian, will be of great interest 
to libraries and to serious 
students of the areas concerned. 
Signor Fantin, the distinguished 
Italian mountain photographer, 
researcher and traveller, is to be 
congratulated on these 
exhaustive works, which contain 
a wealth of detail and 
information associated with 
mountaineering in Greenland 
and East Africa. 
All expeditions to these areas are 
thoroughly documented, and 
there are sections on geology and 
flora. The excellent and detailed 
maps are stunning. The books are 
packed with informative 
photographs, and the important 
mountains are illustrated with 
line drawings : routes 
completed so far are clearly 
marked. 
Despite the language difficulty, 
these books are of such 
pictorial excellence that they 
are a must for any Alpine 
library, geography department 
and the like. 

For details write to Mario Fantin, 
via Alamandini 14, 
40136 Bologna, Italy. 

GASTON'S ALPINE BOOKS 
(Alpine - Polar - Caving) 

Old and new books, of British and Foreign pub
lication - Club Journals - British and Foreign 
Guide books-Mountain Worlds-Special Maps 
- Prints - etc. 

134 Kenton Road . Harrow 
Middx. HA3 SAL 

Telephone: 01-907 8549 



Recommended mountaineering 
books, currently available. 

Reference and Instruction 
Mountaineering: Alan Blackshaw. Kaye and Ward 42/- The standard instruction 
book on all aspects of climbing technique - highly praised. 
World Atlas of Mountaineering: Ian McMorrin and Wilfred Noyce. 
Thomas Nelson 90/- A detailed factual breakdown of the world 's mountain regions 
and their exploration. A must for libraries. 
Encyclopaedic Dictionary of Mountaineering: Peter Crew. Constable 30/
Surprisingly useful for reference, definitions and spelling of climbing terminology. 
Journal editors should have one. 
Mount Everest: T. Hagen. Oxford University Press 55/- An exhaustive survey 
of the exploration, geology and population of the Everest region . 
The Himalayas: David Mordecai. 25/- A directory of Himalayan p.eaks with their 
heights, locations and other relevant details. Essential for serious students. 
Available from Roger Redfern, The Cottage, Old Brampton, Chesterfield. 

Hard Climbs 
Eiger Direct: Peter Gillman and Dougal Haston. Collins 36/- A blow-by-blow 
account of a gripping climb. A joint book with the Germans would have been better, but 
fortunes must be made. Good photos, but the book lacks impact. 
Mountain of my Fear: Dave Roberts. Souvenir Press 25/- Four students do a 
new route on Mt. Huntington in Alaska. 
The Coldest Climb: Art Davidson. The Bodley Head 35/- Spine chilling account 
of an epic on Mount McKinley in winter - a near disaster. (See review) . 
Starlight and Storm: Gaston Rebuff at. Kaye and Ward 30/- A competent 
rehash of the old classic of Rebuffat romanticism. The French version of the 
international rope on the Eiger is here, together with some enthralling accounts of the 
other great north face routes. Getting a bit dated, but still inspires ambitious 
alpinists. 
The White Spider: Heinrich Harrer. Rupert Hart-Davies 42/- The story of the 
Eigerwand, recently updated by the inclusion of Eiger climbs up to 1964. The 
multiplicity of climbs on the face since that time will make the next updating a mammoth 

~ask. Excellent value. 

Photographic Volumes with Commentaries 
The Himalayas: H. Kazami. Ward Locke 25/- A small format book packed with 
remarkably good colour photographs of the major Himalayan peaks. Greater emphasi s 
is given to the Japanese spheres of exploration, but all the more interesting for that. 
Outstanding value. 
Book of Modern Mountaineering: Malcolm Milne. Arthur Barker 70/-
For the hard man·s coffee table? Interesting general essays by various pundits and a 
profusion of outstanding photos spoilt by inferior printing . 
Alps and Alpinism: Karl Lukan. Thames and Hudson 90/- Another hefty coffee 
table tome with a variety of photos and a pot pourri of translated German cQmmentary. 
Mountains of Switzerland: Herbert Maeder. Allen and Unwin 126/- The most 
attractive of the heavies - it ought to be at this price - with a fine collection of alpine 
photos by the author, superbly reproduced . Inferior technical translation. 
On Snow and Rock: Gaston Rebuffat. Kaye and Ward 55/-
Between Heaven and Earth: Gaston Rebuff at. Kaye and Ward 80/-
Or On Heaven and Rock and Between Snow and . . . who cares, they are still best 
sellers and deservedly so. Tairraz photography and Rebuffat lyricism, coupled with 
stunning reproduction. seem to be a certain formula for success. 
Rock Climbers in Action in Snowdonia: Tony Smythe and John Cleare. 
Secker and Warburg 42/- English austerity has enforced cheap production of a 
book that deserved better treatment. Fine photographs and underrated writing. A good 
bedside book for any keen V.S. man. 

Biography and Autobiography 
The Hard Years: Joe Brown. Gollancz 42/- The story of Britain's most famous 
climber. A wealth of legend recorded for posterity but somehow Brown the man 
remains an enigma. 
I Chose to Climb: Christian Bonington. Gollancz 30/- Well written but rather 
premature. One looks forward to a sequel dealing the author's even more interesting 
experiences since this book was written. 
That Untravelled World: Eric Shipton. Hodder and Stoughton 45/- The 
memoirs of a distinguished mountaineer/ explorer. 
George Mallory: David Robertson. Faber and Faber 55/- A rather belated 
biography of the famous schoolboy hero of Everest. 
On My Home Ground: Gwen Moffat. Hodder and Stoughton 35/
A Woman's Reach: Nea Morin. Eyre and Spottiswoode 50/
Mountain Midsummer: Mike Gill. Hodder and Stoughton 50/-
On the Heights: Water Bonatti. Rupert Hart-Davies 48/ - The story of the 
world's most famous mountaineer who never seemed to do a new route without being 
solo or running into a storm or an epic somewhere. Despite the abundance of incident 
it still falls short of the excitement of the Hermann Buhl book - why doesn't someone 
republish that? 
Mountaineering in Scotland: W. H. Murray. Dent 30/- The timeless classic of 
pre-war climbing in Scotland by the author and his friends. 

Anthology 
The Mountaineer's Companion: Michael Ward. Eyre and Spottiswoode 50/
Particularly well chosen prose and poetry giving well balanced bedtime reading. 
Excellent value. 

Britain 
Rockclimbing in Wales: Ron James. Constable 30/- A collection of top quality 
Welsh climbs, a sort of climber's Michelin guide. Good value. 
Climbing and Walking in South East England: Edward Pyatt. 
David and Charles 42/-
A Climber in the West Country: Edward Pyatt. David and Charles 40/
Two companion volumes of great interest to anyone living in southern England. 
Cambridge Nightclimbing: Hederatus. Chatto and Windus 35/- A new 
irreverent survey of a very esoteric appendage of the sport. 

Forthcoming Books 
Scottish Climbs: Hamish Macinnes. 
Clogwyn dur Arddu, The Black Cliff: Peter Crew, Jack Soper and Ken Wilson. 
Rope Boy: Dennis Gray. 
The West Ridge of Everest - the American ascent. 
The South Face of Annapurna: Christian Bonington and others. 

Books for climbers 

BETWEEN HEAVEN 
AND EARTH 
by Gaston Rebuffat, with photographs by Pierre Tairraz. Now 
reprinted to meet the remarkable public demand, this superb 
book gives a vivid impression of the face and ridge climbing 
to be found on the great Alpine traverses. 184 pages, 8 colour 
pages and 102 monochrome photos, 80s. 

MEN AND THE 
MATTERHORN 

. Here Gaston Rebuffat describes the great climbs on this 
classic peak, giving many quotations from the journals and 
notes of the first climbers, and stressing the comradeship and 
sense of adventure that this famous peak commands. Breath 
takingly beautiful photographs, 24 of which are in colour, 63s. 

STARLIGHT AND 
STORM 
One of Rebuffat's first works, in which he describes his 
youthful experiences on the North face of the Grandes 
Jorasses and other peaks. 224 pages, over 40 photos, 30s. 

NO PLACE FOR MEN 
Peter Mulgrew, one of Sir Edmund Hillary's team on his 1960 
Makalu expedition, here tells his own version of the journey, 
and of how, severely frostbitten and more dead than alive, 
his comrades braved appalling danger in the race home to 
save his life. 200 pages, 24 pages of plates, 25s. 

MOUNTAINEERING 
FROM HILL WALKING 
TO ALPINE CLIMBING 
In this comprehensive book Alan Blackshaw advises on 
clothing, equipment and techniques for hill walking in 
Britain, climbing in Britain and alpine mountaineering. 
Approved by the British Mountaineering Council and the 
Association of Scottish Climbing Clubs. 550 pages, over 
170 illustrations, 42s. 

To be published early in 1971 

THE BLACK CLIFF 
CLOGWYN DU'R ARDDU 
The long awaited, exclusive volume on Britain"s famous 
climbing spot, affectionately known as 'Cloggy' to the 
thousands who visit the crag on the northern flanks of 
Snowdon each year to sample some of its 100 difficult climbs. 
Realizing the need for such a book, the authors, Peter Crew, 
Jack Soper and Ken Wilson, each a top man in their own 
particular field, have now produced this exhaustive, technical, 
photographic and biographic study of the cliff and those who 
have contributed towards its fame. 

, 

Kaye & Ward {Publishers) 
194-200 Bishopsgate, E.C.2. 
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THIS 
PROTECTION 
RACKET! 
Karrimor are now making 
knee length overbreeches in 
4 oz. nylon which can be 
pulled on over the top of 
boots. They are particularly 
useful when used in conjunc
tion with our gaiters. We 
are the first and foremost 
manufacturers of gaiters 
and do several different 
styles and fabrics. 

brochure from 

Karrimor products Ltd. 
Bell Street, Haslingden, Lanes. 

footwear 

CASTOR Fully leather lined climbing boot with 
padded ankle shafts. Padded, bellow tongue with 
water-protecting wrap-over. Hinged heel. Hand
welted double stitched leather sole covered with 
Vibram Montagna sole. Black only. £10.4s.0d. 

GREPON Handsome climbing boot in brown 
high grade amphibious skin . Tall fully leather lined 
and ankle shafts. Full bellow and padded tongue. 
Heavy welted leather soles, fully screwed and 
covered with Vibram Montagna soles. £12.3s.4d. 

GABELHORN Attractive reverse leather high al
titude climbing boot. Fully leather lined, padded 
ankle shafts, water-protecting wrap-over. Hinged 
heels and elastic leather snow/water resisting tops. 
Close welted four tier leather sole fully screwed, 
covered with Vibram ~ecurity Montagna soles. 

£16.10s.Od. 

Send for catalogue and nearest stockist 

EH PRICE & Co (Cambridge) Ltd 
10 ST BARNABAS ROAD CAMBRIDGE 
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REACH THE 
SUMMITS 

The Austrian Alpine Club 
owns over 600 huts in 

the Austrian Alps in which 
members receive a 50% 

reduction on accommodation 
and preferential allocation; 

meals are available. 
Mountain rescue insurance 

for Austria is included 
in membership and is 

available at a supplementary 
fee for those climbing 

elsewhere. The Club organises 
hut-to-hut tours, rock 

and ice courses ied by qualified 
guides, and several special 

arrangements including 
independent touring 

for members planning their 
own routes. 

For further details -
send off the coupon. 

r-· -----, I The Austrian Alpine Club, 
124 Finchley Rd, London, N.W.3. I 

1
1 

Name.............................................................................. .......................................... 

1
1 

Address ...................................................... ................. .. .... ....................... .. ........... . 

LI ················xuSin1ANAiP1NiCi/JBj········ ········ ····~ ! __________ ... 



The latest idea for mountain safety. 
Ibis simple Tube-Tent could save your life. 
Made in polythene (three thousandths of an inch thick) weighs 
only 24 ounces including 4 tent pegs and 20 ft. nylon cord and 
folds to very small pack for ease of carrying. 

The tube when· laid flat measures 9 ft. long x 5 ft. wide with 

eyelets at each end for drawing together or tying out. 

ERGENC 
ARKER! · 

AVAILABLE IN SAFETY ORANGE ONLY 

~" A 
.... 

BIVI 
SACK 

◄ ·An 

INSTANT · 
TENT 
when strung on a line, between 
rock faces, two trees etc. 
Shelters up to five people. 

A vai/able from all leading mountaineering equipment suppliers and outdoor centres. 
DISTRIBUTED BY 

BERGH.us I TD 34DeanStreet, 
II. I Newcastle upon Tyne. Tel. 23417 
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Our flares bring 

It can't 
happen I 
to you • 
But you could come across 
an accident and have to 
summon help. 

Aid for the Asking 
from as I ittle as 9 / - each. 

F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street, 
Aberdeen AB1-1 HL 

DANGLE 
WITH 

DOUGAL 
IN THE ALPS 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
OF MOUNTAINEERING 

LEYSIN - SWITZERLAND 

ISM send for 1970 
brochure to:-

2 Woodcote, Frith Hill Rd ., 
Godalming, Surrey. 

PLASTIC TUBE-TENT STORM-SHELTER 80" circumference 
x 96" long. Weighs only 5oz. yet gives amazing protection from 
wind, rain and cold. Should be in every pack. 
See Issue 2 of Newsletter. Item 46 £0 ·45 (9/-) post paid. 

FIBERGLASS KIT for REINFORCEMENT of ICE AXE SHAFTS. 
Contains eight items, all you need for applying the fiberglass 
easily at home. Will double the strength and reliability of ash 
shafts. Specify color : red, orange, yellow, bright green, bright blue. 
See Issue 1. Item 59 £1 ·60 (£1 .12.0.) post paid. 
ICE AXES. Stubai heads assembled with MSR shafts. These 
shafts are tubular aluminium covered with fiberglass. 
See Issue 3. Prices £8·10 (£8.2.0.) to £9-40. ( £9.8.0.) 

COATED NYLON CLOTH for CRAMPONS. 9" x 13". Prevents 
snow from clogging in crampons; See Issue 3 except nylon is 
better than PE or PVC. Item 83-N £0 ·25 (5/-) per pair, post paid. 
Send self-addressed envelope, stamped for 3oz., for newsletters. 

MOUNTAIN SAFETY RESEARCH, INC. 
35 Progress Road, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, England 

Introducing Our Mountaineering Sleeping Bags TO YOU! 
*WALLED QUILTED. * GOOSE DOWN FILLED. * TOP VALUE. 

ALL ORDERS 

POST PAID 

Price list NOW Ready. 

Mk 1. Orange cambric outer with fawn inner, style 
as illustrated, size 6' 5" x 2' 6" tapering to foot, 
weight3Ib. £8.19.6. 

Mk 2. Nylon outer, cambric inner as illustrated but 
without pillow pouch, size as Mk 1. we ight 2Ib 8oz. 

£9.19.6. 
Nylon bag to carry same 17 / 6. 

Mk 3. All Nylon outer and inner, style as illustrated, 

weight 2Ib 6oz £11.11.0. 

Order with Confidence 

Money Back Guarantee. 

I MO~A-;;:;-E~E~Bl~N -
----- 7 

I P.S.D. I YOU cannot afford to miss this special display of Tents for 
Mountaineers and Lightweight Campers. See the most popular and 

I many NEW Models at this, one of the largest shows to be held for 
Specialised Tents. 

NOTE THE DATES 

I 
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September 1 0th-11 th, 5 pm. to 9 pm. and Saturday 12th, 10 am. 
to 6 pm. 

I 
I 

-' 
CAMP 'N' CLIMB SHOP 
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.· ·(let 
~anelf 

into 
toppar! 

WHEN THE GOINGS 
TOUGH ONLY THE 
BEST EQUIPMENT WILL 
SEE YOU THROUGH. 

We at LD. Mountain 
Centre pride ourselves of 
the very high standards 
we maintain in the equip
ment we sell - tested and 
approved by our own 
experienced staff to 
ensure dependability 
and quality at the right 
price. 

Whatever your needs 
consult the experts our 
selection is vast our 
advice is free. 

CRASH HATS 
Including New 
Compton Climber 
Mark 2. 

BOOTS 
An outstanding 
range for Walking / 
Climbing by 
S.C.A.R.P.A. 

ROPES 
Made to U.I.A.A. 
Specification by 
Edelweiss, Edelrid 
and Viking. 

TOP GEAR FROM THE EXPERTS 

Write for brochure 

LD Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 

Tel. 23417 20165 22139. 

''Takeme 
to your 
leader'' 

Ready for anything with the best 
British and International 

Climbing Equipment 
CENTRESPORT 
40 Woodhouse Lane Leeds 2 Tel:31024 

FRANK DAVIES 
The Climbers Shop Ambleside Tel:2297 
The Mountain Shop 7 Snowhill Ringway 
Birmingham4 Tel: GEN 6816 

37 



Capt1l~■1i':f 
Worf de Trijfu11 artd Oqw~ .. w ... w < 

.. 1111■ii1 ;■iillt ! 
ere- we hwe th 
tAblic Co11ver1ie11 

ti~ ttw~::S J~f&i:::li{\1/1 
Mtw ~hop {l;f// of the, ·.· 
qv~at~ cf imbirJq ~110 
~n1p1r1g qe?.r 1m~qw1-
~ble, (s~ljs; he resp/eJ,idenf / .. ·. 
irt hisJt3. Climbinqhelmet} ~~_,,., 
JS.~g9u/e,a~ 11t~ Evere~ .\ 
vo;x) 'Call IVIJ.nd 1r1~pecr ? 

No ump,nq/ 
i/ou will hiwe- to fest 

r1ew qe.\v eJsewkeYe 

~r±r~~;:!ffltii~,,ii!\ to the, Gve-~t Cliffs of l/J."1beri~ Pi\SS 
S'r1owdott avid fhe West- av1d tlte otl1er mmot1s 

Joe 6rowr1 shop of ccurse! 

THE CLIMBING SHOP, CAPEL CURIG Tel. 205 
MENAI HALL, LLANBERIS Tel. 327 

Whether you are a social climbe r, or you prefer to climb alone, the 'Everest' 
is an essential companion for every mountaineer. 

This pocket sized Altimeter gives peak accuracy and reliability. It provides 
readings in 25ft intervals up to 18,000ft. 

The precision mechanism has 19 jewelled bearings and is fully shock resistant. 

The instrument is recommended by the ' Royal Geographical Society, and was 
used on the successful ascent of Everest . 

Complete the coupon for an illustrated brochure. 

o SURVEY & GENERAL INSTRUMENT CO. LTD. 
$ffll Fircroft Way, Edenbridge, Kent. 

::I Tel: Edenbridge, 2434 (STD Code 0732-71) 
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THE 
ALPINE 
CENTRE 
CLIMBING & MOUNTAINEERING 

EQUIPMENT 

193 CHURCH ST. BLACKPOOL 
TEL: 24307 

BRADFORD & BARNSLEY 
ARE 

Where you will find P. & S. OUTDOOR SHOPS 

Specialists in all mountaineering equipment. 

Sole distributors of the P. & S. SPECIAL mountain 
tent. At £:15.12.6 plus 10/6 postage, this tent offers the 
finest value for money obtainable. 

The new MARK II has been chosen for use on four 
major expeditions last year, including the British 
Andean Expedition and the Manchester Hindu Kush 
Expedition. The price includes S/1 /G Sheet and down 
to earth flysheet, total weight approx. 15½ lb. 

Stockists of Troll and a wide range of Specialist equip
ment. Ropes by Edelrid, Edelwiess, Viking and all Clog 
Gear etc. 

P.&S. OUTDOOR SHOPS 
4 & 6 ALLERTON ROAD, 

FOUR LANE ENDS, BRADFORD. 
Telephone 47108 

71A GODWIN STREET, BRADFORD. 
Telephone 21998 

Also at our new Centre 

P. & S. CAMPING CENTRE (BARNSLEY) LTD. 
OLD MILL LANE, BARNSLEY. 

Telephone 5838 

CDDliRATUlATIODS 
Ta suEh a near miss 

A team of eight British climbers, led 

by Mr. Joe Brown, who attempted to 

scale the unclimbed 19,400ft. El 

Toro, the highest peak in the South 

American Andes, failed by 150ft. 

They decided that to go on would be 

sheer madness and only endanger 

life. The problem was with the con

dition of the loose powdery snow 

waist deep in places and from over

hanging cornices on the summit 

ridge. 

Blacks of Greenock offer their con

gratulations to this team of men on 

the courageous attempt and such a 

near miss. 

BLACKS OF 
GREENOCK 

(BLACK AND EDGINGTON LTD.) 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE· PORT GLASGOW 
and 

RUXLEY CORNER WORKS· SIDCUP · KENT 

Manufacturers and suppliers of mountaineering equipment of all 

kinds, including special expedition work as used by the Joe Brown 

team. 

MOUNTAIN TENT SHOWN WITH FLYSHEET 

Branches at :- London, Birmingham, Bristol, Glasgow, Leeds, Manchester 
Nottingham, Sheffield, Stoke-on-Trent and Sutton, Surrey. 
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lam 
going 
to be a good 
climber 

and good climbers get their equipment from 
YHA Services. 

.._,•~YHA Services 
29 John Adam Street, London WC2N 6JE 
36/38 Fountain Street, Manchester M2 2BE 
35 Cannon Street, Birmingham 2 

Illustrated catalogue, "Equipment for Climbers and Cavers", available on request from 
London branch, for prompt mail order service. 

Eli 

Eli 
Eli 

Eli 

Eli 

E1:n;~~a;1m:i2{Ei:IB~~a;1m:i2{Ei:◊.:~~a;1m:i2{~lli!:Kl~:g;gi;~~m:m~~g1§;:i$lli~$lli~Eliig:~~~lli~m;:i$IDE1:$lli~EF.~~~~~~mE!i~~1;1l$B:IBl~ ~~ 
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Gollies 
These climbing boots have been made on a very exact
ing last. The heel grip and grip around the forepart 
make the wearer's foot one strong unit. The toes are 
kept comfortable with the use of the full length lace 
system and soft toe puff. 

The upper is made of a blue split leather, backed with 
a strong laminate of rubberised cotton duckcloth. The 
sole and the rand are of a high quality rubber, the rand 
being chamfered flush with the upper at the top edge. 

This rubber is currently beint} used on Admiralty wet 
deck footwear and has passed stringent tests. Nickel 
plated brass eyelets are used. 
As in all smooth-soled rock boots, the sole has no 
additional stiffeners. It relies only on the rigidity of the 
sole and insole materials. The rigidity of the Gollies 
tends to be more than that of the E.B. French boot but 
not as great as that of the R.D.'s. The boots are 
available in Continental sizes from 36 to 46. 

PRICE £5-19-6 postage paid 

Ellis Brigham 
12-14 Cathedral Street Manchester M4 3FU 
061-834 0161 

Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street Liverpool L 1 4H D 
051-ROYal 6912 

Mountaineering and Rock Climbing Specialists 

@ Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited, Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. 102A Westbourne Grove, London, W.2. 



Fisher 
POSTAL SERVICE 

Borrowdale Road, Keswick 
Tel. 72178 

,.. 

Sets sent for inspection. Special 
reduced rates for bulk orders from 
Education Authorities, Rescue Teams, 
Outdoor Centres etc. Guaranteed to 
give complete weather protection. 
Erksons' Jacket (right) Opens down the front 
with press stud fastening. Three large pockets. Price: £5. 7.6. 

Erksons' Overtrousers (right) Press studs at 
the ankle, draw cord at the waist. Complete 
protection. Price: £2.17.6. 

Erksons' Parka (below) Completely waterproof. 
Ideal for use at schools or any hard wear. . . Price: £3.19.6. 

Suit with Jacket and Overtrousers . . Price: £8. 5.0. 

Suit with Parka and Overtrousers . . Price: £6.15.0. 

All garments in Orange. Sizes: Small / Medium/ Large. 

Postal Charges : Five Shillings extra. 

ERKSONS 
Fishers introduce the new Norwegian al/
weather suits by ERKSONS. Compare the 
prices and quality with others on the market. 

FANTASTIC VALUE 
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