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Annapurna 
KARR IMOR were the sole suppliers 
of rucsacs, gaiters, over-boots and 

the unique box tent to the South face 
Annapurna expedition. The orginal sac 

used differed essentially from the present 
model which has been under extensive 
development for the past year. 

It is now wedge shaped. can be used 
separately from the frame but if required can 
be used with 4 of the frames we produce. 

Ice axe fittings are now inclusive although 

not illustrated. 

Price (complete with ·u· tube) to carry it separately from frame 

Harness 

Sac complete with A3 frame 

Sac complete with Tote-em frame 

Sac complete with K2 frame 

Sac complete with Orienteer frame and padded waist belt 

£8.40 

£0.93 

£11.65 

£12.38 

£13.30 

£17.39 

Photo above shows Chris Bonington leader of the Annapurna Expedition discussing 
some of the features of the developed Annapurna sac, with Mike Persons of Karrimor. 

k Send for Brochure to :-

a r r i rn Or Products Ltd., Bell Street, Haslingden, Lanes., England. Telephone 07062 5301 
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John Cunnmgham using Curvers on Mr. Blanc. 

AXESAND ICE-HAMMERS 
rrade enqumes for Curvers ano Joe Brown helrners to · 
Snowdon Mouldings, Snowdon Street, Llanberis, Caerns. tel 028682.577. 
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Information 
Four killed on Mt. St. Elias. 
Anglo-American expedition pioneer fine routes in Baffin Island. 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

HINDU KUSH 

Mir Samir (19,880ft.) 
An Ulster expedition, under the 
leadership of Bert Slader, made 
two new routes on this much
frequented mountain. Phil Blake, 
Mick Curran and Trevor Mitten 
climbed the South West 
Couloir, bivouacking on both the 
ascent and the descent ; and the 
South Face was climbed by 
Mitten, John Anderson and 
Dick Jones. The mountain has 
now been climbed by no less 
than five different routes. 
The expedition also made ascents 
of a number of smaller peaks in 
the Chamar valley. 
Koh-i-Marchech (21,160ft.) 
This was the highest of a 
plethora of peaks climbed by a 
British team (leader Rick Scott ; 
Bob Junkinson, Ali Kellas, 
Pete Ball, John Davies and 
Barry Smith} during a six -
week spell of good weather. 
Koh-i-Marchech was climbed by 
the South West Ridge (Ball and 
Scott) and the North East Ridge 
(Junkinson and Kellas). 
Other high peaks climbed by the 
party include : Koh-i-Tundy 
Shagai Shah, by a new route on 
the North Face (Junkinson and 
Kellas) ; Koh-i-Morusq, both by 
the South Face (Ball and Scott) 
and by a new route (Junkinson 
and Kellas) ; and Shakh-i-Kabud, 
by the East Ridge (Junkinson 
and Kellas) . During the rest of 
its stay the party accounted for 
routes on 26 further peaks, 19 of 
which were thought to be 
previously unclimbed. The 
difficulty of these routes 
ranged from PD to TD . 
Correspondents: Blake and Scott 

THE ANDES 

PERU 

Nevado de Caraz (19,767ft. ) 
(Cordillera Blanca). A five-man 
Italian expedition claims to have 
made the first ascent of the 
impressive North Face of this 
peak. The climb went very 
smoothly, and the summit 
(it is not clear which one) was 
reached by Bepi Loss and Carlo 
Marchiodi. On the descent, 
however, both slipped and fell ; 
their bodies were discovered 
two days later by two 
companions who had stayed at 
a lower camp. The ascent is 
still contested by American 
experts, however. 
Chacraraju (19,685ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca). Warren 
Bleser's expedition also met 
with tragedy within an ace of 
success on the South Face. 
Mike Hane was fatally injured 

when he was hit by an ice 
avalanche triggered off by Jerry 
Roach, his lead man on the rope. 
Roach was moving up a vertical 
wall of ice on aid, less than 
20ft. from the top of the face . 
He cut through a thin rib of 
ice to gain a stance, not 
realizing that the rib was 
buttressing part of the wall . 
Its release triggered an 
avalanche that hit Hane and 
knocked him out. He was lowered 
down the 1,000ft. face and 
ferried to hospital in H uaraz, 
a journey that took 56 hours. 
However, he died the next day 
in hospital. 
Nevado Rasac (19,81 Sft.) 
(Cordillera Huayhuash) . A 
six-man Italian team had a 
close escape from an avalanche 
while attempting the main 
summit. They withdrew from 
the mountain, but later 
succeeded in climbing Rasac 
Oeste ( 18, 729ft.). 
Other Ascents 
Another Italian team climbed 
Nevada lshinca and Nevada 
Urus. 
A British charter party, 
organized by The Andean 
Society, brought eight separate 
groups to Peru. Although all the 
groups were quite small, they 
climbed a number of moderate 
peaks. Among the most notable 
achievements were four first 
ascents in the Cordillera 
Carabaya, by a five-member 
Ladies' expedition led by Kate 
Dilworth, and an ascent of 
Pisco, in the Cordillera Blanca, 
by a party led by Hamish Brown. 
Also in the Cordillera Blanca 
an American expedition led by 
Ad Carter made the second 
ascent of Purisima. Another 
American team led by Liegh 
Ortenburger climbed a number 
of peaks and was also reported 
in the Lima press as having 
been wiped out. All six 
members were alleged 
(erroniously) to have fallen, 
roped, into a crevasse . 
Peruvians seem to have little 
confidence in American rope 
technique. 
The Commonwealth Expedition 
that made the new route on 
Huascaran (see Mountain 17) 
also made the third ascent of 
Nevada Contrahierbus and the 
second ascent of Nevada Ulta . 

BOLIVIA 

Huayana Potosi (19,996ft.) 
(Cordillera Real) . In May, Curt 
Saville and two others 
established a new route up the 
North Ridge of the mountain. 

Correspondents: Heppenstall, 
Bertulis, Griffeths, Carter 
and Wayatt. 

NORTH AMERICA 

BAFFIN ISLAND 

An Anglo-American expedition 
sponsored by the M .E.F. and 
John Player Ltd ., and 
comprising Doug Scott, Dennis 
Hennek, Phil Koch, Guy Lee, 
Steve Smith , Ray Gillies and 
Rob Wood, with Mick Burke in 
the role of film -maker, went to 
the Mt. Asgard region bent on 
big wall climbing. Eight peaks 
were climbed, most for the first 
time, and a number of fine rock 
routes resulted, notably : 
Mt. Asgard: South Peak 
Lee, Wood and Koch made the 
first ascent, via the South Ridge 
(Grade 4, 3,000ft.) . The 
climbing was mainly on Severe/ 
Very Severe rock. But the 
pleasant outing turned into a 
minor epic near the summit : 
bad weather closed in, and the 
climbers had to bivouac on the 
summit plateau. An exciting 
retreat down the ridge took 
place the following day. 
Breadablick: North Face 
This very elegant rock face 
yielded a superb 2,000ft. rock 
route (HVS, A 1) to Lee and 
Koch. The rock was excellent 
throughout, and they were able 
to place good nuts wherever aid 
was necessary. Hennek, Scott 
and Wood made a second 
ascent, which was filmed 
by Burke. 
Mt. Freya: East Peak 
Scott and Hennek made a new 
route on the North East Face : 
3,000ft. of slabs, topped by a 
1,200ft. headwall. The standard 
was nowhere more than Very 
Severe. Smith, Wood and Gillies 
made a second ascent. 
Bad weather foiled the party's 
more ambitious plans. 

ALASKA/ YUKON TERRITORY 

Mt. St. Elias (18,00Sft.) 
(St. Elias Mountains) . A 
six-strong Italian team, 
comprising the crack alpinists 
Giovanni and Antonio Rusconi, 
Giuliano Fabbrica, Elio 
Scarabelli, Georgia Tessari and 
Rina Zocchi, arrived at the 
mountain in June, hoping to 
climb the East Ridge and the 
North East Spur. Their attempt 
on the East Ridge failed at half
height when, after some bad 
weather, they were confronted 
with a double-corniced ridge of 
unconsolidated snow. They 
considered further progress 
unjustifiable. Turning to the 
original Abruzzi Route (North 
Ridge), which they climbed in 
order to view the North East 
Spur, Antonio Rusconi, Zocchi 
and Fabbrica reached the summit. 
But the attempt on the North 
East Spur finally failed. 

After placing two camps and 
climbing some very steep 
sections on a snow and ice 
ridge, they were about 2,000 
straightforward feet from the 
summit when the weather 
deteriorated rapidly. An 800ft. 
rope was produced and the 
Italians made good their escape 
with a mammoth abseil. The 
expedition left a great deal of 
unsightly rubbish strewn 
around the Newton Glacier 
base camp, which provoked 
heavy criticism from the next 
party to arrive. This was a 
Canadian team comprising 
Fred Douglas, Dietmar Setzer, 
Steve Heim, Ross and Mary 
Wyborn, Jim Craig, Jack 
Bryceland and Alice Culbert. 
They, too, had hoped to bag the 
North East Spur (which they 
call the East Buttress) but, 
believing the Italians had beaten 
them to it, took the Russell 
Col/Abruzzi Route (North 
Ridge) . All the party reached 
the summit, but Wyborn got 
pulmonary oedema on the 
summit, and Heim broke a leg 
on the descent. 
A five-strong expedition led by 
John Hall (Stan Adamson, 
Lucille Adamson, Susan Deevy 
and Leslie Wheeler) met 
disaster here. 
They had previously climbed 
Mt. Logan and were attempting 
a grand traverse of the St. Elias 
mountains. Having approached 
via the Columbus Glacier, they 
were climbing above the 
Russell Col when they were 
struck by an avalanche. Four of 
the party were buried; Leslie 
Wheeler, the only survivor, 
searched for them and eventually 
descended 12 miles to their 
base camp. 
Subsequent searches revealed 
no trace of the victims. 
Mt. Logan (19,850ft.) 
(Yukon) . The following teams 
all made successful ascents 
of the mountain : all five of 
the aforementioned John Hall 
expedition ; two members of a 
Californian expedition, via the 
regular route from the west ; and 
five members of a party led by Lute 
Jerstad and Dick McGrowan. 
Three of this team had left the 
mountain earlier, one suffering 
from pulmonary oedema. 
A Canadian team, comprising 
Phil Dowding, Dave Payne, 
Dave Jones, Peter Robinson, 
Lloyd Gallagher and Bob 
Cuthbert, landed on the 
Seward Glacier, hoping to climb 
the South West Spur. Avalanche 
danger rendered this impossible, 
however ; instead they climbed 
the Schoening Route, traversed 
the mountain, and descended 
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Three peaks that defeated strong parties this season. Top left: The East Face of the Moose's Tooth (the route followed the centre of the rock wall 
to the obvious shoulder on the skyline at half-height) . Top right: The Tusk in the Merrill Pass area (the route followed the left edge to the small 
but distinct step near the summit). Below: The North East Face of Mt. St. Elias with X marking the Italian highpoint on the N.E. Spur and t 
marking the scene of the avalanche accident. Photos: Bonington, Hackett and Alice Culbert. 

the King Trench . 14 camps were 
placed during the traverse. 
Mt. Jeannette (12,0SOft.) 
(Yukon) . Two Japanese climbers 
are reported to have reached the 
summit after approaching via the 
Agassiz Glacier. 
Mt. Lucania (17,147ft.) 
(Yukon). Five climbers from the 
Arctic Institute of North America 
reached the summit, but failed 
in attempts on Mt. Harrison and 
Mt. Steele . 
Mt. Sanford (16,237ft.) 
(Wrangell Mountains) . An 
Alaskan group led by Bill Long 
failed in its attempt via the 
North Glacier in late May. 
Mt. Hayes (13,832ft.) 
(Eastern Alaskan Range). An 
Alaskan team of four forced a 
new route up the heavily 
corniced East Ridge. The summit 
was reached by Tom Hullis and 
Mark Hauptman, after a 17-hour 
push from a snow cave at 
11 ,500ft. - a major climb. The 
peak was first ascended in 1941 , 
but has repulsed all subsequent 
attempts until this one. 
Mt. McKinley (20,320ft.) 
(Central Alaskan Range). In all , 
nineteen expeditions attempted 
the mountain during the season 
- six on the north side, and 
thirteen on the south . Out of 
163 climbers involved, 48 reached 
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the summit and two died (a 
crevasse fall and a pulmonary 
oedema case). 
The most notable failure on 
the West Ridge occurred when 
all but two of a 17-strong 
German party had to retreat. 
The other two reached the summit. 
Betty Ivanoff made the first 
Eskimo ascent with an Alaskan 
team. 
Ron Muecke, Gary Ullin, Mike 
Sloan, Jack Cole and Jim 
Foster, from Seattle, made the 
second ascent of the Pioneer 
Ridge; unlike the first 
ascensionists, they continued 
over the North Peak to the 
South Peak, descending by 
Karston·s Ridge. 
A French party of six, led by 
Bernard Germain, made the 
second ascent of the very 
difficult Cassin Ridge on the 
huge South Face. 
The Rooster's Comb (10, 180ft). 
(Central Alaskan Range) . This 
unclimb,ed peak, very accessible 
but very savage, proved a 
difficult proposition this summer. 
Two American parties failed on 
it, but eventually a strong French 
team beat it into submission . The 
party, which comprised the 
leading French alpinists Joel 
Coqueugniot, Bernard Amy and 
Patrick Cordier, with Francois 

Ruch, Jean Abriel and Swiss 
Herb Bluet, made the first 
ascent of the main summit by 
a route up the North East Face. 
Bad snow conditions caused the 
party to use siege tactics, but 
considering the indifferent 
weather it was a fine 
achievement. 
Mt. Huntingdon (12,240ft. ) 
(Central Alaskan Range) . A 
strong team from the University 
of Washington failed in its 
attempt to make the first ascent 
of the South Face of this fine 
peak, after the party's base 
camp had been hit by a major 
avalanche. Subsequent 
equipment shortages and lowered 
morale, coupled with poor 
climbing conditions, prompted 
the party to call off this 
attempt and to abandon a 
projected attempt on The 
Roosters Comb. 
Mt. Hunter (14,570ft. ) 
(Central Alaskan Range) . A 
six-man Japanese party reached 
the north summit by the 
North East Ridge in July ; an 
American attempt on the north 
side failed in the face of poor 
snow conditions and bad weather. 
The Moose's Tooth 
(10,335ft.) 
(Central Alaskan Range ) . Tom 
Frost, Chris Bon ington, Jim 

McCarthy and Sandy Bill failed 
in their attempt on the rocky, 
4,500ft. East Face . In an 
alpine-style push, the four 
completed fourteen pitches, 
mainly of hard aid-climbing. 
Bad weather struck after four 
days, when they were at half 
height; they waited two days 
for it to clear, but conditions 
remained bad and they retreated . 
Another party attempted the 
peak but no details are available. 
Mt. Marcus Baker (13,176ft. ) 
(Chugach Mountains) . After 
being landed at 1 0,000ft., 
Ludwig Fersche, from 
Anchorage, made a 10-hour 
solo ascent on skis with skins. 
A Japanese party had designs on 
the peak, but continual bad 
weather prevented their being 
flown in. 
Chigmit Mountains 
(South Alaskan Range) . An 
Alaskan expedition, led by 
Steve Hackett, spent ten days 
exploring the Merrill Pass area, 
where there are several fine 
granite peaks. Hackett and 
Barry Kirchner got within 300ft. 
of the top of The Tusk (5,730ft.), 
a prominent 1,200ft. tower. 
Tordrillo Mountains 
(South Alaskan Range) . A 
four-man group, led by Everett 
Warwick, failed in an attempt to 



Active Alaskan season. Rooster's Comb climbed by the French. 
New route on Mt. Hayes, and McKinley's Cassin ridge repeated. 
Growing activity in Canadian interior ranges. 
climb the heavily-corniced 
North East Ridge of Mt. Spurr 
(11,070ft.). They were foiled by 
a heavy snow storm and 
subsequent avalanche danger. 

Notable successes and equally 
notable failures marked this 
active season, the ascents of 
Mt. Hayes and The Rooster's 
Comb, the repeat of the Cassin 
Route and the traverses of 
Mt. Logan and Mt. McKinley 
being the more significant climbs. 
Certainly the area enjoys 
international appeal ; Japanese, 
German, Italian, French, 
Spanish and English climbers all 
vied for the plums with the 
local Canadian and American 
teams. 
Correspondents: Hackett, Scott, 
Noldan, Heppensta/1, Bonington, 
Culbert and Bertulis. 

SOUTHERN CANADA 

Coast Range 
On the Stekine Icecap in late 
June, Americans Greg 
Donaldson, Craig McGibbon, 
Rich Mathies and Brad Fowler 
made the third ascent of the 
Devil's Thumb, taking the 
East Ridge Direct route pioneered 
by the Canadians last year. They 
also made the first ascent of 
Peak 8,800, two miles south 
east of the Thumb. 
A major new route was made on 
Mt. Raleigh (10,300ft.), by 
Arnold Shives and Glenn 
Woodsworth. They made a 
direct ascent of the Eastern Ice 
Face, leading to a long hard 
rock climb on the mountain"s 
South East Ridge. It was the 
peak's second ascent. The pair 
also recorded nine first ascents 
of peaks of 8,500-9,600ft., and 
four new routes. Most of the 
climbs were class 4. Woodsworth 
returned to the area in August 
with Tony Ellis, but their camp 
was literally wiped out by a 
storm. 
Two notable glacier 
explorations took place. The 
first, on the Misty lcefields, 
was made by a University of 
British Columbia party. They 
did little climbing however ; 
most of the peaks were later 
picked off quite easily by John 
Clarke in a solo expedition. 
Secondly, a B.C.M.C. party 
explored and climbed in the 
Whitemantle Icecap region, 
south of the Waddington Massif. 
Eight virgin summits were 
climbed, 
Purcells and Bugaboos 
Fred Beckey and John Rupley 
climbed the 2,000ft. East Face 
of The Lieutenants, a grade 3 
mixed climb, in early August. 
In late July, Chris Jones, Galen 
Rowell and Toni Ouamar made a 

two-day ascent of the West 
Face of the North Howser 
Tower (34 leads, 5.9, A2) . This 
is the first grade 6 climb that has 
been done in the Bugaboos. 
Snowpatch Spire took a 
hammering this year. Four new 
routes were done ; George 
Homer anci Brian Greenwood 
climbed the South-West Arete 
(grade 4, 5.7, A1 ), while just to 
its left, on the West Face, 
another route (grade 4, 5.9) was 
added by Ted Davies and Pat 
Derouin ; Chris Jones and Jeff 
Lowe climbed the South Face 
Direct (grade 5, A4), an exercise 
in awkward nailing ; just as 
awkward was the second route 
on the East Face (2,000ft., 
grade 5, A4), which was climbed 
by Yvon Chouinard, Doug 
Thompkins and Pete Carman. 
Ian Rowe, Ted Davis and Pat 
Derouin were unlucky in their 
bid to climb the North-East 
Edge. They had done most of the 
route, including a 5.9 crack and 
squeeze chimney, and a walk 
through a slit that led on to the 
East Face. There they joined a 
long dihedral line leading 
directly to the North Top. 
Unfortunately they were caught 
by a storm only 300ft. below the 
summit ridge and were forced 
to retreat by abseiling 2,000ft. 
down the vertical East Face . 
Had they succeeded they 
would have made one of the 
hardest and finest free climbs 
in Canada. 

Important repeats included the 
fourth ascent of the Beckey/ 
Mather route on the East Face 
of Snowpatch, by Jim Jones and 
Ted Davis, and the second 
ascent of the South-West Arete, 
by Bugs McKeith and Judy 
Sterner. 
Reports suggest that there are 
some very fine granite walls 
awaiting investigation in the 
Vowell Group, adjacent to the 
Bugaboos. Only ridge routes have 
been climbed in the area so far. 

Selkirks 
The Northern Se/kirks, guarded 
by the Columbia River and a 
longish backpack, are little 
frequented. But this year a 
determined, 13-strong Canadian 
group, organised by Dave Jones, 
helicoptered in to grab a 
number of good climbs in the 
previously untouched area 
around Remillard Peak. The 
routes were mainly on rock 
ridges; a number of big rock 
walls still await a visit from 
technical climbers. 
In the Battle Range, Don 
Vockeroth, John Howard, 
Bernie Schieser and Doug 
Lamond climbed four virgin 
summits ; a Canadian A.C. team 

made other ascents. 
Jim Jones, Gary Colliver, J erry 
Wilkens and Leif-Norman 
Patterson climbed a direct route 
up the glacier on the North Face 
of Mt. Bonney. 
Perhaps the hardest route 
achieved was in the Southern 
Se/kirks, where Roy Kligfield 
and John Roskelly forced a big 
rock route up Dag, North Face. 
They·called it Sweet Judy Blue 
Eyes Buttress, and graded it 6, 
5.9, A3 . 

The Rockies 
The first winter ascent of the 
South East Ridge of Mt. Forbes 
was made by a Calgary party, 
while Dean Caldwell and another 
made a winter traverse of Mt. 
Assiniboine, climbing the North 
Ridge and descending the 
South East Ridge. 
In the summer, Bill Sumner and 
Mike Heath climbed the 1,400ft. 
North Face of Mt. Shackleton, an 
ice route with a maximum angle 
of 55°. 
On Mount Temple, Homer and 
Paul Balley made a rapid third 
ascent of the Greenwood/ Locke 
route in 11 hours, and Jeff 
Horne and Gary Pilkinton made 
the second ascent of the North 
East Pillar in 17 hours. 
Ian Rowe, Mike Galbraith, Bugs 
McKeith and Judy Sterner made 
the fourth ascent of the 
Chouinard/ Faint/ Jones route on 
the North Face of Mt. Edith 
Cavel/. The climb took 15 hours, 
and one bivouac was made. A 
new variant (5.9, A 1) was added 
to the lower part of the route. 
After a two-day attempt in July 
by Chris Jones and Graham 
Thompson, the much sought 
after North Face of Mount 
Kitchener was finally climbed by 
Jones, Thompson and Jeff Lowe. 
Two bivouacs were made. This 
was the fourth attempt on this 
4,000ft., grade 4 face . 

Rock climbing in the 
Eastern Rockies 
The Calgary Mountain Club has 
been particularly active in this 
area, and the emphasis has 
shifted from Yamnuska to a set 
of crags which overlook the 
Trans-Canada highway. 
Despite a traditional feeling that 
local limestone is loose and 
unpleasant, a number of good 
routes were found on excellent 
rock. 
The 'most significant, 
unparalleled, revolutionary and 
formidable' single achievement 
was the nine-day first ascent of 
the North Face of the Rock of 
Gibralter in the Kananaskis area. 
The 2,500ft., 5.8, A4 climb was 
done by the visionary Billy 
Davidson, accompanied by 
Jim White. 

The new Calgary Mountain Club 
hut has led to the opening up 
of a number of nearby south 
facing crags. Already, about 
25 routes of all grades have 
been found, with lengths of up 
to 1,300ft. Jon Jones and George 
Homer pioneered about half of 
the routes, and a wide range of 
local climbers had a hand in the 
rest. Waconda Buttress, a sort 
of Canadian Cima Grande, was 
climbed by George Homer and 
Billy Davidson in 2½ days. They 
named their route Iron 
Suspender (880ft., grade 5, 5.7, 
A4). The East Face of Goat 
Mountain, a roadside crag some 
two miles long and up to 
2,000ft. high, was the scene of 
two more good climbs: Dream 
of Electric Sheep (grade 4, 5.8) , 
by Greenwood and McKeith, 
and Chocolate Frog (grade 3, 
5.7) , by McKeith and Judy 
Sterner. Three other locations 
yielded good routes on 
excellent rock. 
On the East End of Rundle, 
Greenwood, Horne, Rob Wood 
and Oliver Woolcock produced 
Reprobate (1,400ft., grade 4, 
5.7, A1). This route has 
already gained a reputation for 
being one of the best one-day 
routes in the Rockies. On the 
South Face of Mt. Cory, Gary 
Pilkinton and Wayne Smith 
climbed Arboreal Delight 
(1,000ft., 5.6) , and Chris Jones, 
Pilkinton and Graham 
Thompson climbed Clockwork 
Orange (1,000ft., 5.6, A 1) . 
Finally, probably the most 
spectacular one-day route is 
Catch 22 (1,200ft, grade 4, 5.9) 
on the South Face of Mt. 
Eisenhower. This was climbed by 
Greenwood and Jon Jones. The 
last pitch (5.9) is reported to be 
one of the finest pieces of 
climbing - anywhere. 
Yamnuska itself yielded three 
more routes : Necromancer 
(1,000ft., grade 4, 5.8) , by 
Jon Jones and Homer ; Freak
Out (600ft., grade 3, 5.9) , by 
Davidson and Horne (poor 
quality rock here) ; and Kahl 
Wall (1 ,000ft., grade 4, 5.8, A2), 
by Don Vockeroth and Tim 
Auger. 

UNITED STATES 

Cascades 
John Rupley and Fred Beckey 
climbed the 2,500ft. North East 
Face of Mt. Redoubt in the 
North Cascades. A grade 4 climb, 
it involved seven leads on 55° 
ice in the crucial section. 
Further south the French 
extreme skier Sylvain Saudan 
skied down the East Face of 
Mt. Hood. 
Sierras 
Bill Sumner and Mike Heath 
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Peter Haan soloes Salathe Wall - his first grade six I 
Two new lines on El Capitan's South-We~t Face. . 
New climb on Monte Rosa soloed by Adnano Cardin. 

climbed the East Face of Extra 
Needle in th e Mt. Witney group 
(1,200ft., grade 5, 5.8, A3). 
In June, Reed Cunliff, Bill 
Hackett and Fred Beckey spent 
three days climbing the North 
East Face (5.8, A3) of Balloon 
Dome, south of Yosemite Valley. 

Yosemite Valley 
Now that the 5.11 standard has 
been firmly established, the 
search for 5.11 and 5.11 + 
routes is being carried through 
by a group of dedicated 
extremists. No sooner is a new 
5.1 O or 5.11 claimed than 
others go up to shoot it down . 
The chief protagonists are : 
Barrie Bates and Steve Wunch, 
who climbed New Dimensions 
entirely free ; Yosemite regular, 
Jim Bridwell, with his new 
creation, Butterfingers; solo 
specialist Peter Haan, who 
eliminated the aid from the left 
side of Hourglass and soloed 
the crux pitch of Crack of 
Despair; surfer Mark Klemens, 
with two really hard routes, 
Cream and Steppin' Out; Jim 
Pettigrew, with his own 
contribution, Catchey; and th e 
only non-Californian in the 
group, Mead Hargis from 
Washington State. 
This feverish exploration has 
led some to say that the supply 
of good new routes in 
Yosemite is drying up. The 
intensive gardening necessary 
on some of these newer routes, 
including the pre - insertion of 
protection pitons and bolts 
(a new feature in Yosemite 
climbing) , is perhaps an 
indication of the end of the 
golden era _ although whenever 
one generation regards the best 
lines as climbed, a new 
generation will always prove 
them wrong . 
Half Dome had a good deal of 
attention, and Bugs McKeith 
and Ian Wade made the second 
ascent of the South Face, 
although they were caught in 
the now-expected storm for an 
uncomfortable two days. The 
Direct Route on the North Face 
had its third ascent by Andy 
Cox and George Myers, while 
Tis-sa-ack repulsed second 
ascent attempts by Mead 
Hargis and Kim Schmitz ("a . 
spooky place"), and by soloist 
Peter Haan . New Zealander 
Murray Jones soloed the North 
West Face Route in three days. 
Meanwhile, El Cap had its 
usual number of suitors and, 
as ever, rejected most of them. 
After several attempts, spread 
over two seasons, Jim Bridwell 
and Kim Schmitz finally 
mastered The Aquarian, an 
intricate route that takes an 
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unpromising line between the 
West Buttress and the Dihedral. 
During August, Rick Sylvester 
and Claude Wreford - Brown 
established Son of Heart Woute , 
which follows the Muir to the 
Heart and then exits to the 
right of the latter. The pair 
were without water for the last 
two days of this nine-day cl imb. 
Mead Hargis and John Roskelly 
climbed the North America Wall 
in a very rapid three days. 
Hargis is said to have remarked 
that the NA, in its present 
state, is easier than the 
Dihedral. Two further ascents 
were made by Dan McClure and 
Steve Sutton, and McKeith and 
Wade. The difficulty of this 
notorious climb has been 
somewhat lessened in recent 
times, partly because of wear 
and tear on the rock due to 
repeated piton insertion and 
removal , and partly because of 
aid -climbing innovations such 
as aluminium blocks (bashies) 
and copper nuts. At the same 
time, however, the climb's 
rather tarnished reputation 
for quality seems to be on the 
mead, and most of those who 
have climbed it recently have 
pronounced it excellent. 
Of the other big routes, 
Salathe Wall had an ascent by 
Patrick Cordier and Joel 
Coqueugniot, who were fresh 
from their success on The 
Roosters Comb; it also had a 
remarkable solo ascent by 
Peter Haan - a particularly 
outstanding achievement in that 
it was his first grade 6 climb. 
The South Face of Mt. Watkins 
continued to enjoy popularity 
among British parties, with 
ascents by Chris Jones and 
Brian Greenwood, and Ian Wade 
with German Heinrich Majewski . 
It was an interesting year, 
with more and more foreign 
climbers coming to sample th e 
Valley's climbs. Americans no 
longer have the monopoly of 
skills, with Canadian, French, 
British and German climbers all 
climbing notable routes. 
The spate of hard solo climbing 
is another interesting trend , and 
it will be interesting to see 
whether this activity becomes 
as fashionable as it has in 
Britain . 
Correspondents: Jones, 
McKeith, Greenwood, Bertulis, 
Dave Jones and Culbert 

THE ALPS 

SUMMER 1971 

L'Olan: N.W. Face 
Frenchmen Candau, Debray and 
Villetard made a new route up 
the West Spur (two days' 
climbing time ; 3,000ft.) . 
Mt. Blanc: Freney Face 
The Central Pillar got its first 
ascent by a woman when 
Simone Badier and Lucien Selig 
climbed the route in September. 
Mt. Maudit: S.E. Face 
Claude Bourgerol and Andrej 
Mroz, squeezed a slightly more 
direct route on to the face by 
climbing the Great Projection 
(two bivouacs) in August. 
Col Maudit (Pointe 4,100m. ) 
The French guide F. Attdubert, 
with two clients, Perez and 
Coudreau, made the first 
ascent of the East Face in July. 
Aig. de la Republique 
It was a sad day on this, th e 
epitome of the Chamonix 
Aiguilles, when Christian . 
Mollier and Jean Marie Germain 
found it necessary to bolt 
their way to a summit 
originally climbed by lasso _ 
tactics in 1904. The summit has 
never been reached by free 
climbing (the best attempt 
failed within 25ft. of the top), 
and climbers have always had 
to resort to the lasso method. 
Thus it was that a pair of 
unimaginative technicians 
armed with a handful of 
expansion bolts systematically 
destroyed one of the more 
romantic traditions of Alpine 
climbing . 0 tempora ! 0 mores! 
Petit Dru: West Face 
J . Droyer made the first solo 
ascent of the Hemming / Robbins 
Route, with one bivouac at the 
junction with the original route . 
Aig. de la Nonne: West Face 
Roger Fournier and Pierre 
Jassaud made the first ascent 
of this rock face overlooking 
the Charpoua Glacier in 17 hours 
(23 ropelengths and 20 pitons ) . 
Aig. du Geant: Pointe 
Sans Nom 
After climbing Mt. Mallet by 
the West Face, B. Domenech, 
s. Jouty, P. Louis and R. Wainer 
made the first ascent of a 
pillar which finishes at a_ 
Pointe Sans Nom on a ridge 
leading to the Aig. du Geant 
(17 hours' climbing time). 
Mt. Gruetta: North Face 
Bourgerol and Mroz made a 
new route on the face in two 
days, in August. 
Dome du Rochefort: 
South Face 
The first direct ascent of the 
3,000ft. Val Ferret Face was 
made in September by 
A. Piccioni and L. Pasi in 20 hours. 

The route has been dedicated 
to Toni Gobbi . 
Ski Descents 
The N.E. Couloir of the Aig. de 
Blatiere (1,500ft., 55° ) was 
descended by Serge Chacat 
Rosset, who also made the first 
descent of the North Face of 
the Col Copt in the Aiguilles 
Dorees. 
D. Chapuis and R. Ginoux made 
descents of the North West 
Couloir of the Aig. du Gouter. 
Accidents in the Mt. Blanc 
Range 
45 climbers were reported dead 
or missing this season, and a 
further 83 were injured (45 
seriously). 
A helicopter crashed on the 
Aig. du Gouter, the sixteenth to 
do so since they were first used 
for rescue in 1954. Lightning 
struck the telepherique between 
Chamonix and Plan des 
Aiguilles. One of the cars 
crashed, killing its conductor, 
but in the other, 65 passengers 
miraculously remained unhurt : 
the car stayed aloft and they 
were evacuated by stopchute. 
Rescue teams are experimenting 
with a new steam technique to 
extricate climbers or skiers 
trapped in narrowing crevasses. 
An access ramp is melted 
through to the victims, who can 
then be released . Research 
continues. 
Monte Rosa: North East Face 
Adriano Cardin established a 
direct route up the enormous 
rock and ice face that leads up to 
the summit of the Signalkuppe. 
The only other route on the face 
- the celebrated Lagarde / Dev,es 
route - takes a broad couloir 
slanting from right to left, 
somewhat right of the centre 
of the face . 
After bivouacking on rocks at th e 
foot of the face, Cardin climbed 
his 4,000ft. route in 10 hours. 
Rock difficulties of 4 sup. and 
some very steep ice pitches were 
encountered, and the objective 
dangers from falling ice and . 
rock were considerable . Despite 
the good condition of the_ ice this 
was certainly an outstanding 
climb, one of the best new routes 
achieved in the Alps this season. 
Piz Roseg: North Face 
Italians Bruno Deangeli and lvo 
Mozzanica made a new direct 
route between the Diemberger 
and the Schmidt routes. It is 
said to comprise nearly 
4,000ft. of mixed climbing, f irst 
on grade 4 rock and then up . 
steep ice slopes to the summit. 
One bivouac was made. The 
exact line of ascent is rather 
vague however. 



New climbs on Ben Nevis and Shelter Stone Crag. 
Soloing gathers popularity in Scotland. 

NOTABLE ASCENTS 
INVOLVING BRITISH 
CLIMBERS 

To the list in Mountain 18 can 
be added the following : 
Aig. du Fou: South Face 
An ascent of this difficult rock 
face was made by Wilf Tauber 
and Roger Mear (27 hours· 
climbing ; 2 bivouacs) . 
La Chandelle: East Face 
Mear and a Danish companion 
climbed the Bonatti Route on 
this small but difficult tower 
near the Grand Capucin. 
Thought to be the first British 
and first Danish ascent, it took 
18 hours. 
Aig. Purtscheller: 
South Ridge 
Dave Henton, P. Robinson and 
C. Kessler made the first British 
ascent of The Integral. The 
route (TD inf. with pitches of 5 
and A2) takes in the complete 
ridge and is considered a good 
deal better than the normal 
ridge route. 
Aig. du Moine 
20-year-old John Maltby was 
found dead at the foot of the 
Aig. du Moine on September 5th. 
Some mystery surrounds the 
events preceding this tragedy. 
Maltby (5 ' 7", long light-brown 
hair, broad build, steel-rimmed 
glasses) was chairman of the 
Coventry College club . Arriving 
in Chamonix on September 3rd, 
he left the next day, with two 
other climbers, to look at the 
Bonatti Pillar. Photos found in his 
camera show that the three 
were together on the Mer de 
Glace ; but what happened after 
is not known. His death seems 
to have been caused by exposure 
rather than a bad fall. Maltby's 
parents have asked for help 
to clarify the mystery of his death. 
Petites Jorasses: West Face 
In addition to the ascents reported 
in Mountain 18, Dave Edwards 
and Roger Baxter-Jones also 
climbed the route. 
Marmolata di Rocca: 
South Face 
Ron Lake and Alan Dewison 
made the long -overdue first 
British ascent of the classic 
Castiglione/ Vinatzer route, in 15 
hours. British climbers have 
neglected this fine Dolomite face, 
although it offers routes at least 
as good as those on the Roda di 
Vael and the Tre Cime. 
Dewison has also confirmed that 
he and Lake climbed the 
Eckpfeiler. The route itself took 
them 13 hours, and climbing 
the Peuterey Ridge to the 
summit of Mt. Blanc a further 7. 
Correspondents: Contamine, 
Dewison, Heppenstall, Henton 
and Mear 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Despite the absence of a number 
of active Scottish climbers, 
several important routes were 
done this summer. Traditional 
areas retained their popularity, 
but there was more activity than 
usual in the less well-known 
areas of the North-West. 

Glencoe 
Many of the more recent routes 
were repeated this year, and 
ascents of such climbs as Yak, 
Sideshow and Unicorn became 
more common. Growing 
numbers of climbers have worked 
their way through the classic 
hard climbs and are now looking 
for new l'Ock, though they still 
seem reluctant to quit the 
Glencoe heartlands. The year's 
best find was perhaps Steve 
Belks' and Dave Jenkins· line 
to the right of Yo-Yo on Aonach 
Dubh. The exit from the cave at 
the foot of the cliff involves 
some hard moves which had 
previously repulsed a number of 
strong parties. 
On Craig a Bhancair, Rab 
Carrington and Ian Nicholson 
repeated Whillans·s Direct 
Finish to Carnivore, a problem 
that has waited ten years for 
its second ascent. They spoke 
highly of its difficulty and 
exposure. Alan Rouse and Mick 
Geddes made a third ascent 
shortly afterwards. 
While checking the guide-book 
down on Etive Slabs, Nicholson 
and Carrington made some 
important improvements. Attila 
and Long Reach both lost aid 
pitons, while Big Ride lost its 
tension traverse . Most notable 
was the work on Agony. Its 
previously heavy pegging has 
now been pruned to a tension 
traverse on the first pitch, 
and only three pitons on the 
third pitch ; the old piton holes 
were used as finger holds. 
The climb is now one of the 
most difficult on the slabs. 
But pride of place still goes 
to Carrington's own route, The 
Pinch, which has gained 
prestige by beating back some 
very strong climbers, and still 
awaits a second ascent. 
The only new line to appear on 
the slabs was The Band of Hope, 
an eliminate line next to The 
Long Reach . Put up by John 
Newsom, Colin Stead, Ken 
Crockett and Ian Anderson, it 
crosses the blank slab between 
the traverse on The Long Reach 
and The Crevasse; it then runs 
straight up the slab above, which 
appears remarkably blank. 

Ben Nevis 
Some fine routes have been 

found by those who searched 
hard enough. 
On the big face to the right of 
the Castle Ridge, Dave 
Bathgate and another finally 
completed Plastic Max, which 
had stood half-finished for 
some time. 
On Central Trident Buttress, 
Steve Docherty and partners 
climbed Giraffe, another route 
that had withstood a previous 
attack. 
But this summer's big event on 
the Ben was Carrington 's and 
Nicholson's success in climbing 
Cowslip (650ft., VS) on Carn 
Dearg, a fierce and oft-mooted 
line just to the left of Tarro . 
Unfortunately it failed to 
sustain its concentrated 
difficulty all the way up the 
cliff. (For those who might 
have forgotten, we reiterate 
that the Scots have a curious 
custom of grading all their 
hard climbs VS ; this one would 
certainly be graded XS south of 
the border.-Ed.) 
Finally, also on Carn Dearg, 
Norman Muir has soloed 
Centurion . 

Cairngorms 
On Shelter Stone Crag, The 
Needle and Steeple had a 
number of ascents, and Steeple's 
reputation for quality grew. 
Nicholson and Carrington 
produced another fine climb 
finishing just left of Steeple -
The Haystack (1 ,000ft. , VS) . 
This is a very imposing climb 
on which, it is said, the easiest 
pitch is the crux pitch of 
The Needle! 
Stac an Fhaeradh , which can be 
reached easily from the 
Cairngorm chair- lift, has 
become very popular recently. 
The routes, which are between 
300 and 500ft. long, are pleasant 
slab climbs whose cruxes are 
usually overlaps. Whispers is one 
that seems destined to become 
a classic. One new Severe worth 
noting is Blyth Wright's and 
Allen Fyffe's Deja Vu. 
But the most recent discovery 
on the cliff is The Deluge 
(500ft., VS), by George Shields, 
Blyth Wright and Chris Norris. 
Th is I ies up the centre of the 
left-hand slab; a shallow 
chimney forms the key to the 
large overlap at half-height. 
Creag Dubh (Newtonmore), 
being a low-level cliff, saw a 
good deal of late-season 
activity. Soloing has become 
popular, with routes like 
King Bee, Phellatio, Gang Bang 
and The Brute being climbed by 
Bill March, Chris Norris and Ian 
Nicholson. However, the best 
solo performance was 
undoubtedly Nicholson's ascent 

of the very steep Inbred. 
There have been some new 
routes as well. Ken Crockett and 
Colin Stead climbed Organ 
Grinder (400ft., VS) , between 
Erse and The Brute ; and Ian 
Fulton and Crockett forced a 
fine, steep line up the wall to the 
right of Rib Direct (The Dynamic 
Piston) . Both of these routes 
were repeated by others, in the 
belief that they were new. The 
best contributions, however, 
came from George Shields. He 
repeated Spence's fierce test
piece, The Hill, with Chris 
Norris ; and with Ian Staples he 
repeated The Minge, reducing 
the aid in the process. 
He then made two new routes 
by the waterfall : the first, with 
Staples, goes directly up it 
(Zambezi: 130ft., VS) ; the 
other, with Norris, takes a 
groove on the right (Niagara: 
130ft., VS). Finally, on the 
Main Wall, he and Norris put 
up Mythical Wall (350ft., VS) 
between The Hill and The Brute. 
This route, which is on very 
steep rock and has precious 
little protection, is said to 
be as hard as The Hill. 
On Creag an Dubh Loch there 
were a number of important 
repeats. The Giant had ascents by 
two parties (Tauber and Sproul, 
and Mothersele and Haris) ; The 
Catwalk and the lower section 
of The Blue Max had second 
ascents (Strange and Stuart). 
On the latter route the party 
avoided the crux pitch and the 
etrier stance by climbing 
straight up through the second 
overlap and then continuing 
directly to the terrace on a 
line parallel to Black Mamba. 
Another single- handed success 
was scored by Norman Muir, 
when he soloed The Mousetrap . 
This was a particularly fine 
effort, and the climb was all the 
more notable for being made on 
sight, with nobody else around. 
Muir, with Docherty, also added a 
Direct Start to Goliath, going 
up by the obvious huge jammed 
block. 
Further up the Central Gully 
Wall, Doug Lang and Sid 
Littleford climbed The Om, a 
250ft. VS just above Sabre Cut. 
In September, John Bower and 
John Ingram climbed the 
obvious corner to the left of 
Sword of Damocles on the 
Broad Terrace Wall, producing 
a good, steep, 500ft. VS. 
Across the Glen, on Eagle's 
Rock, Stuart, Dinwoodie and 
Strange climbed some clean 
grooves about 40ft. right of 
The Waterfall (Spectrum: 350ft., 
S). 
On Hell's Lum Crag, Dugie 
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Third major aid route on 
Strone Ulladale. 

Dinwoodie and John Tweddle 
climbed Salamander (500ft., VS ) , 
a fine continuous line between 
Brimstone Groove and Hellfire 
Corner, while Strange and 
Stuart produced Big De'il 
(450ft., HS) between Kiwi Slabs 
and Auld Nick. Coire Etchachan 
also saw some activity. Greg 
Strange, Stuart and Dinwoodie 
climbed Carmine Groove 
(250ft. , VS), the prominent line 
between Bodkin and The 
Serpent. They also added a new 
direct start to the latter route . 
Other routes climbed were 
Pathfinder (350ft., VS), a 
direct line on the Pioneer 
Buttress (Mike Forbes, Brian 
Lawrie and Dinwoodie) , and 
The Hex (300ft., HS) on the 
Corridor flank of Juniper Buttress 
(Dinwoodie and Dave Riley) . 

North-West Highlands 
A number of parties visited the 
area, but no one knows for 
certain what went on . 
Instructors from the Loch Eil 
Centre and members of the 
Glasgow Steam Team explored 
a new crag near Plockton, and 
about nine new routes were 
climbed, all about 400ft. and 
around VS standard . The crag 
is now said to be worked out. 
Bonaidh Donn was another crag 
that yielded some good climbing . 
Bill March and John 
Cunningham climbed Stoater, 
Vertigo and The Creep, a Hard 
Severe and two VS's, all about 
300ft. Said to be of high quality, 
they lie on the wall to the right 
of Virus . 
Strone Ulladale 
This is consolidating its 
reputation as a centre of 
extremely difficult aid climbing . 
Doug Scott's latest creation, 
The Nose (500ft., A5) , takes a 
line between his other two 
routes, The Scoop and 
Sidewinder. Guy Lee was again 
in the team, as was the fine 
American climber Dennis 
Hennek (who made the second 
ascent of North America Wall) . 
Though Hennek did not lead on 
the harder pitches, he 
recognised the difficulty of 
making rapid progress on the 
Strone's beetling overhangs ; 
it would appear that 
comparisons between the times 
taken here and the faster 
climbing typical of Yosemite 
are completely misleading . The 
cliff thus appears to offer 
some of the most concentrated 
difficulties yet encountered 
by aid climbers. 
Scott and Tony Willmott first 
attempted The Nose in 
February, 1970, but were 
stopped by a blank section 
about 200ft. up. Rather than 
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resort to bolts, they retreated . 
This time Scott overcame the 
offending section (which is only 
about 30ft.) by making inspired 
use of skyhooks, rurps and 
copperheads. The last are wire 
slings on to which a blob of 
soft copper ( ¼" x ¾") is swaged. 
The metal can be beaten into 
the faintest rugosities or 
hairline cracks, giving a 
precarious but effective means 
of progress, even on over
hanging walls such as those 
encountered here. 
Later, the climbing eased from 
A5 to A2, and after thirty 
hours of climbing time, two 
hammock bivouacs, and some 
very windswept climbing, the 
three emerged triumphant at the 
top of the cliff. 
The whole ascent was filmed by 
Leo Dickinson - a harrowing 
feat in itself, for the cliff 
overhangs considerably and he 
was continually being buffetted 
by strong winds as he worked 
hanging on the ropes on jumars. 
The film was shown on BBC 1 
on Boxing Day. 
Soott's triple success on the 
face makes a significant 
addition to British aid climbing, 
bringing it well up to the best 
standards practised anywhere. 
Repeat ascents will be eagerly 
awaited. 
Correspondents: Fyffe , Strange 
and Scott 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Langdale 
On Pavey Ark, Tony Barley and 
Pete Long made an eliminate 
line on Cascade . The route, 
The Sun (320ft., XS) , takes the 
arete on the right of Cascade's 
second pitch, and the long 
groove to the left of pitch 3, 
with three pitons for aid . 
Some confusion surrounds the 
ascents of two new climbs, 
Ragman's Trumpet and Sally 
Free and Easy. Both routes take 
the same area of rock ; the 
former is easier and more 
devious, the latter much harder 
and more direct. The first pitch 
of Sally Free and Easy, just to 
the right of The Hobbitt, was 
climbed by Pete Livesey and 
B. Rogers, in March 1971 . 
Later, Valentine and Austin 
traversed into it above its hard 
part and pioneered Ragman's 
Trumpet to the top of the cliff . 
Livesey•finished his route in May 
by traversing from the top of the 
first pitch to a huge diedre, 
which he climbed direct - a 5c 
pitch with no aid . The 
comparative merits of these two 
routes are the subject of some 
controversy. However, as 
Valentine is revising the guide 

Near right: The North Face of Scafe/I with three recent routes marked. 
W. The White Wizard (Bonington and Estcourt, ), X, X, X, Girdle Traverse 
(Bonington and Thompson), L. Last Stand (Banner and Hatton) . 
Photo: John John Hartley 

Above: The hard aid routes on the North West Face of Strone 
Ulladale . A. The Scoop, B. The Nose , C. Sidewinder. 

book, it seems that his view 
will prevail. 
Routes are still being crammed 
in on White Ghy/1. Allan Austin 
made a direct and independent 
finish to Haste Not Direct, by 
free climbing a crack through 
the band of overhangs. Al Evans, 
Dave Parker and Graeme Miller 
forced White Ghy/1 Eliminate 
(190ft., XS) above the Gordian 
Not cave, while Hugh Banner 
and another made the most of 
the rock between Slip Not and 
Do Not. Finally, Pete Livesey 
climbed up the edge of the 
Laugh Not slab (115ft., XS) . 
Scafell and Eskdale 
Three new routes have 
materialized here. Tony Barley 
and Pete Long forced a way up 
the Overhanging Wall on the 
East Buttress. They reached the 
end of the traverse on Linnell's 
route with the aid of two pitons, 
and continued straight up to 
the foot of White Slab . The line 
then takes a steep crack to the 
top of the cliff, crossing 
Minotaur. The route has been 
called Doomwatch (280ft., XS). 
On the north side, Rodney 
Valentine, John Wilkinson and 
Duncan Pogson climbed a crack 
(The Gripe, 170ft., HVS) on the 
overhanging Moss Ghy/1 side 
of Pisgah Buttress, while Hugh 
Banner and Pete Hatton climbed 
a line to the left of Narrow 
Stand, taking the Tradesmans' 
Entrance to start and then 
going directly up the cliff. 
Another route has been squeezed 
on to Heron Crag. The Last 
Exit (200ft., XS) takes a line 
between Bellerophon and 

Spec Crack. Brian Smith, Joe 
Wilson and Trevor Martin 
performed. 
Great Gable 
Geoff Cram has girdled the 
Engineers' Slabs on Gable Crags. 
The climb, Spirit Level (350ft., 
HVS) , starts up Engineers' 
Chimney and traverses almost 
horizontally through The Troll 
and The Tomb to finish up 
Jabberwock. 
Dove Crag 
Colin Read and John Adams 
matched their big girdle on 
Scafe/I East with another on 
Dove Crag. Starting from 
Inaccessible Gully the route 
goes rightwards, via the 
shoulder on Westmorland's 
Route, the second pitch of 
Dovedale Groove, the top of th e 
chimney on Exto/'s second 
pitch, to just above the crux 
on Hangover. From there it 
makes a long, exposed traverse 
with a certain amount of aid 
and a stance in slings, across 
an overhanging wall to join 
North Buttress, whose free 
section provides a fairly 
exacting finish . 
Borrowdale 
Yet another route has been 
squashed on to Ouayfoot 
Buttress : Meshach (VS), 
climbed by Ray McHaffie and 
R. Nelson. Another of McHaffie's 
creations (this time with Pete 
Downes) is Abednego (VS) on 
Bowderstone Crags ; it is said 
to be good. On Goat Crag, an 
obvious gap between The 
Queer Thing and The Peeler 
was filled when Keith Rudd and 
McHaffie climbed The Burbler 



'!(: 1 {. 

.-1r1:i.-r.n ., . ~ .. . , 
Three views of Clogwyn du'r Arddu showing some of the new routes established during the year Top right: The West Buttress. A. The Direct 
Start to Sheaf (Rouse and Cardy) , B . The Direct Start to Bow (Halliwell and Whybrow) , C. Syth (Boysen, Alcock, Hunt and Jones) . Bottom left: 
The East Buttress. A. The Leech (Evans and Pasqui/1) , B . Jelly Roll (Evans and Rogers) , C. Curving Arete (Evans and Rogers) . Bottom right: The 
lower Far-East Buttress. A. Stomach Traverse (Evans and Rogers) , B. Land of Hope and Glory (Holliwell and Whybrow) , C. Gormod (Alcock and 
Hunt) . 
(VS) , with the aid of two 
mechanical diggers. 
Thirlmere 
Guy Lee and Colin Downer made 
a new route on the South Crag 
of Castle Rock, the first route 
to appear since Chapel 
Cracks, 24 years ago. Their 
route, Gazebo (140ft ., HVS) , 
uses the first pitch of Via 
Media and then climbs the steep 
wall to the left of, and parallel 
to, the upper part of the 
Direct Route. 
St. Bee's Head 
On the North Head, Keith 
Myhill and Tom Proctor made an 

ascent of the ferociously over
hanging chimney/ crack to the 
right of Lawson's Leap, first 
placing large chockstones. Their 
name, The Black Pig (XS), 
indicates how they found it. 
The upper pitches have been 
climbed before by others, as part 
of Black Pearl, and are very 
dirty. 
St. Bee's accident 
misreported 
Alan Grieg fell from Outrigg, 
another nasty climb, and not 
from The Drain, as reported in 
the popular press. Rescuers 
took six hours to negotiate the 

treacherous shoreline to reach 
him. 
Correspondents: Read, Livesey 
and Roper 

NORTH WALES 
Anglesey 
Laurie Halliwell and Barry 
Whybrow have established an 
extremely difficult route up 
the huge wall to the left of 
Primate. The route, Hysteresis 
(300ft, XS) , has two pitches 
which unfortunately are split by 
a spacious slot that runs across 
the face, linking it to easy ground. 
This slot however proved to be 

the key for an improved girdle. 
By using it to start, Halliwell 
and Whybrow were able to 
traverse the crag at a much 
higher level and join the old 
girdle at Mousetrap's third 
stance. Here Halliwell had 
another trick up his sleeve. He 
descended Mousetrap's slab fo r 
a few feet and then traversed 
across to join up with the solid 
upper section of Mantrap, and 
finished up that. So the new 
Girdle of Mousetrap Zawn 
substitutes a reasonable and 
enjoyable excursion for the 
original desperate switchback . 
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Information 

Livesey and Sheard set stiff pace on Yorkshire Limestone. 
Cannings in remarkable double escape on Lundy. 

YORKSHIRE 
Limestone 
On Gordale Scar, Pete Livesey 
and John Sheard freed the 
original piton route, naming it 
Face Route (5b, XS, 155ft.). 
Further to the right, they 
added Jenny Wren (5c, XS, 
200ft.), which starts up The 
Rebel, traverses across to Face 
Route, and then continues left 
in a diagonal line (via a cave) 
to the top of the cliff. Both 
routes are said to give 
magnificent sustained climbing, 
and do not require any aid fo r 
either direct use or resting . 
Livesey and J . Shackleton also 
developed a 1 00ft. cliff on the 
eastern slopes of Pen-y-Ghent, 
about a mile up the hillside 
from Giant's Grave, on the 
Stainforth/ Littondale road . 
They climbed two routes : Ginger 
Girl (HVS) , up the obvious 
corner in the centre of the 
cliff, and Snibbo Wall, up the 
wall on the right of the corner. 
Finally on Dib Scar, Sheard, 
Livesey and John Barker have 
climbed Central Wall (originally 
an aid route) using only one 
point of aid . 
Gritstone 
Credit for the first 'on sight' 
lead of Almscliff's Wall of 
Horrors should, it now appears, 
go to Tony Nicholls rather than 
John Syrett. Nicholls made a 
discreet ascent about four years 
ago. Syrett himself, fit again 
after his accident, made six new 
routes on local outcrops with 
Ken Wood (who also grabbed 
two for himself). Most notable 
are Joker's Wall (HVS, 50ft.) , up 
to the general line of the 
disputed Lecher's Wall at 
Brimham, and Earl Buttress 
(HVS, 55ft.), on the wall to the 
right of Earl Crack on Earl Crag. 

D ERBYSH I RE / STAFFORDSHIRE 
Gritstone 
There has been a surprising 
amount of activity on a wide 
range of edges. On the Roches, 
Mick Guilliard and John Yates 
climbed Ruby Tuesday (XS, 
11 Oft.) , which takes the steep 
buttress between Black and Tan 
and Jeffcoat's Buttress, 
finishing up the overhanging 
arete above Jeffcoat's Chimney. 
Guilliard, with Pete Harrop, 
also girdled this area of the 
crag from Batchelor's Buttress 
to Black and Tan . On the right 
hand end of the Lower Tier, 
John Yates climbed a 40ft. slab 
which has been a long-standing 
problem (Death Knell, XS) . 
On Cratcliffe Tor, Proctor and 
Keith Myhill climbed the 
unlikely-looking overhanging 
prow to the left of Elliott·s 
Unconquerable and also added a 
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fierce direct finish to Giant's 
Staircase (Tom Thumb, XS) . 
Myhill with B. Hayley solved th e 
much-tried girdle of Sentinel 
Buttress at Chatsworth 
(Lichen , XS, 120ft.) . On 
Higgar Tor, Ed Ward - Drummond 
and Hamish Green Armitage 
climbed the obvious line joining 
the foot of The File to the top of 
The Rasp (Flute of Hope: 5c, XS 
70ft.) . Ward-Drummond has also 
done a number of small and very 
difficult problems on Burbage, 
Rive/in and Stanage Edges, but 
has let himself in for some 
heavy criticism : local experts 
claim that the top-roping and 
nut-hammering techniques that 
he sometimes employs before 
leading a climb are not valid 
in the context of gritstone 
outcrops. A recent route on 
Stanage's High Neb - a very 
overhanging and impressive 
crack - has been singled out 
for particular disapproval. 
Limestone 
On High Tor Ward-Drummond 
has also provoked criticism by 
his climbing. After whittling 
down the aid on both Darius 
and Flakey Wall on a number of 
visits, he has renamed them 
The Burning Icicle and Hook 
Crook Wall. His critics claim 
that this renaming adds nothing 
and will only lead to confusion 
in future guidebooks. Certainly 
this is a point worthy of 
consideration, as the old piton 
routes are slowly erased from 
the scene. 

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND 
Devon 
Ed Grindley worked for several 
days on Berry Head Quarry to 
produce an excellent girdle, 
Opus Dei (550ft., XS). But the 
main focus of exploration moved 
to the north coast. Blackchurch, 
two miles west of Clovelly, 
promises to be a cliff of some 
importance, though new lines 
will require considerable 
cleaning . Three climbs have 
been done so far : Loose Woman 
(220ft., HVS, A2) by Ian 
Duckworth and Bill Cheverst, in 
1969 ; The Archtempter (150ft., 
XS) , a superb traversing groove 
and corner line on the right 
hand side of the face, by Pat 
Littlejohn and Graham Skerratt 
(Easter, 1970) ; and finally a 
route up the high left-hand 
section of the face, taking a 
devious ,line through overhangs 
to an impressively-situated 
slab finish - The Almighty 
(260ft. , HVS), climbed by Pat 
Littlejohn, accompanied by 
Steve Jones and Ben Doodman. 
Lower Sharpnose Point, five 
miles north of Bude, has been 
providing good, sound lines, up 

to 1 20ft. long, on steep rock ; 
much remains to be done. 

Lundy Island 
On the Devil 's Slide Keith 
Derbyshire, Al Alvarez and Peter 
Biven climbed the exposed arete 
that overlooks Albion. The route, 
Shark (1 00ft., HVS), is serious 
and poorly protected. 
Just to the left, on the North 
West Face beyond the Devil's 
Spine, Ken Wilson and Pete 
Thexton put up a pleasant face 
route, Seventh Seal (235ft., VS ) . 
On the newly named Fortress, 
the buttress by St. John's Stone 
two short climbs were 
unearthed. One, Blood Axe 
(150ft., HVS), goes up the edge 
of the buttress and was climbed 
by Everesters Odd Elliasson and 
John Cleare, accompanied by 
Peter Biven; the other, 
Siegfried (150ft., VS) , which 
lies just to the right of Blood 
Axe, was climbed by Biven and 
Alison Chadwick . 
Two further routes were added 
to the Fortress by Thexton and 
another. 
But the most dramatic events on 
the island in recent months were 
those surrounding the rescue of 
Frank Cannings, who fell 70ft. 
down cliffs to the north 
of Devil's Slide. Amazingly, he 
only sustained moderate 
injuries. He was lifted to the 
top of the cliff and was then 
put in an R.A.F. helicopter to be 
taken to the mainland. 
Unfortunately, the helicopter 
developed engine trouble and 
had to ditch in the sea. The 
occupants, including the three 
R.A.F. crew members, Canning's 
wife and the unfortunate 
climber (trussed up in a rescue 
stretcher) , had 15 seconds to 
escape from the sinking 
aircraft. They were in the sea 
for twenty minutes before 
another helicopter came to pick 
them up. Luckily, Cannings was 
unharmed by that incident ; he 
spent two weeks in hospital 
recovering from bad bruising, 
a broken finger and a bad 
head wound . 

Cornwall 
At Whitsun, Pat Littlejohn and 
Tony Carver added a modern 
route to a traditional cliff : 
The Spire (180ft ., XS) on Chair 
Ladder. It takes the exiguous 
crack line left of Bishop's 
Rib, contriving to keep apart 
from its parent route and giving 
some fine technical climbing . 
With Cannings, Littlejohn has 
continued the ethical onslaught 
on the old piton routes at 
Bosigran. Broadstairs and 
Grendel have been climbed free 
at HVS and XS respectively, and 
the Raven Wall area can now be 

said to be characterized by 
short but very hard free climbs. 
Zeke Deacon recently made a 
return to Cornish climbing, 
producing two short routes at 
Land's End, with Al Alvarez and 
Cliff Fishwick. The first, 
Prodiga/'s Return (120ft., HVS), 
lies about 70 feet to the left of 
World's End, while the second, 
Cormorant's Bill (90ft., HVS) , 
takes the obvious diedre right of 
Cormorant Slab. During the 
latter climb, the leader, 
unversed in the use of nuts, 
used five pitons for protection 
and aid! On the second ascent 
this was reduced to one piton 
for protection, the grade 
remaining the same. 
Cornish greenstone, long 
neglected, has at last opened 
its dark mysteries to the 
modern mood. Hugh Banner, in 
the Gurnard's Head area, and 
Toni Carver, on Carn Ve/Ian 
(between Pendeen and Cape 
Cornwall), have been particularly 
active this year, the latter 
producing a number of hard 
routes, mostly of about 120ft. 

CAIRNGORM TRAGEDY 
The deaths of six teenagers in 
the Cairngorms in November 
raised a number of serious 
issues, the subject of hot debate 
in mountaineering circles. A 
public enquiry into the tragedy 
is still pending, and it would be 
wrong for us to anticipate its 
findings ; at this stage we can 
only report the bare minimum of 
detail about the facts of the case. 
On Saturday, November 20th, 
two parties from Lagganlia, the 
Edinburgh Education 
Authorities' Outdoor Centre at 
Kincraig, set out from the 
Cairngorm ski-lift to trek across 
the mountains to the Curran 
Bothy by Lochan Buidhe - a 
predominantly downhill itinerary 
of about 2½ miles. The first, a 
team of six in their mid-teens, 
was led by 24-year-old Ben 
Beatty, an instructor attached to 
Ainslie Park School in Edinburgh. 
The second party, comprising 
seven members aged between 14 
and 19, was led by 20-year-old 
Catherine Davidson . 
Steve Mitchell, a Glenmore 
Lodge instructor, saw one of th e 
parties passing across the 
summit plateau of Cairngorm at 
12.30 p.m. Weather conditions 
at this time were : low cloud 
cover, visibility 50- 1 00 yds., 
wind speeds 25-35 mph, 
flurries of snow, and heavy 
unconsolidated snow cover 
down to about 1,000 ft. 
Beatty's party arrived at the 
Curran Bothy in good order, 
spent the night there, and 
descended the following day, 
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via the March Burn, the Lairig 
Ghru, back to civilization. 
Davidson's party reached the 
Feith Buidhe, a stream that 
flows from Lochan Buidhe. Here 
they decided to bivouac, a 
decision that appears to have 
been prompted by the incipient 
exhaustion of some members of 
the party. Their bivouac site was 
in unconsolidated powder snow 
and soft slab at a point about 
400ft. below and 1/ 3 mile E.N.E. 
of the Curran Bothy. 
When Davidson's team did not 
appear at the bothy on Saturday 
night, Beatty presumed that they 
~d retreated and returned to 
L:agganlia. But when his team 
reached Lagganlia they found 
no sign of Davidson's. At 
6.55 p.m. on the Sunday 
evening the alarm was raised ; 
by 7.30 rescue teams were out 
on the mountain. They searched 
in vain all night. 
Meanwhile deteriorating weather 
and increasing snowdrifts had 
prevented the beleaguered party 
(which was well-equipped) from 
quitting the bivouac site. 
On Monday morning Davidson 
set off alone to retrace her route 
to Corrie an t-Sneachda and get 
help. Rescuers found her just 
below the ridge; her party was 
discovered some time later. All 
but one of them were dead. 

OBITUARIES 

Lt.-Col. Spencer Chapman 

Freddie Spencer Chapman shot 
himself last August at Reading 
University, where he worked. 
The coroner concluded that he 
had committed suicide whilst 
disturbed about the state of his 
health. He was 64. 
Spencer Chapman grew up in 
the pre-television days when 
handsome, brave young men -
men like Mallory, Watkins, 
Lawrence, and Brooke - were 
quickly drawn to the public 
heart. Spencer Chapman, with 
his appetite for adventure and 
his talent for recounting his 
exploits in best-selling books, 
soon joined the ranks of the 
hero figures. 
As a boy in the Lake District he 
learnt to love mountains and 
natura l history ; at Cambridge he 
added a taste for rock-climbing; 
soon he ranged further afield. 
He first visited the Alps in 
1928, and Iceland in 1929. In 
1930-31, and 1932-33, he 
visited Greenland with Watkins. 
There, the team lived almost as 
much in their canoes as on land, 
hunting their food. They learnt 
much from the Eskimos, and 
Watkins, Chapman and Rymill 
became the first Europeans to 
master the art of kayak-rolling 
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and harpooning seals from a 
canoe. 
Chapman later took up school
mastering, leavening its 'irksome 
routine' with alpine holidays and 
reindeer sledging in Lapland. In 
1936, on a visit to the Sikkim 
Himalaya, he attempted Simvu 
with Marco Pallis and secured 
permission to climb the sacred 
mountain Chomolhari (23,930ft.) 
with Charles Crawford . 
Chapman and Pasang, a 
porter, reached the summit in a 
remarkable ascent; their more 
remarka ble descent was later 
described by General Bruce 
as the 'eighth wonder of the 
world'. After five days of 
privation, a 300ft. fall roped 
together, and a complicated 
extrication from a crevasse too 
wide to bridge, they reached 
safety. Pasang commented: "I 
lost all love for my body but the 
sahib brought it back safely". 
The expedition cost Crawford 
and Chapman less than £20 each! 
During the war Spencer 
Chapman was posted to 
Singapore, where he trained 
parties in guerilla warfare. In 
what he later described as 'the 
mad fortnight' he and two 
companions, behind the 
Japanese lines, 'derai led seven 
or eight trains, severely 
damaged at least fifteen bridges, 

cut the railway line in about 
sixty places, damaged or 
destroyed some forty motor 
vehicles and killed or wound ed 
somewhere between five and 
fifteen hundred Japs'. Later he 
was captured by the Japanese 
but after a series of dramatic 
adventures escaped to the coast . 
He spent 3½ years as a fugitive 
in the Malayan jungle, returning 
to England in 1946 . 
His characteristically chequered 
career included being in turn 
organizing secretary of the 
Outward Bound Trust, a teacher 
in Germany and South Africa, 
warden of the Pestalozzi Village 
in Battle, Sussex, and finally of 
Wantage Hall, Reading 
University. 
His books Northern Lights (1932), 
Watkins' Last Expedition ( 1934), 
Lhasa the Holy City (1938), 
Helvel!yn to Himalaya (1940) 
(these last two were reissued as 
Memoirs of a Mountaineer by his 
publishers when he was 
thought to have died in the 
Malayan jungle) and The 
Jungle is Neutral (1949) are 
widely read. 
Freddie Spencer Chapman was 
orphaned early in life. This 
experience engendered the self
sufficiency, resourcefulness 
and stoicism which he showed 
in the Arctic and in the jungle ; 
but it also endowed him with a 
feeling of impermanence. 
Throughout his life he remained 
restless, unfixed in purpose, 
and finally a somewhat 
disappointed individual. 

Alf Bridge 
Alfred William Bridge died in 
September at the age of 69. 
Although never among the top 
ranks of British rock-climbers he 
made his mark as a pivotal 
figure in the active groups of the 
early 'thirties and a central 
mandarin and character of the 
climbing world, ever since. He 
took part in a number of 
important ascents (Curving 
Crack and Pillar Girdle), and 
pioneered some worthwhile 
routes himself (Bridge's 
Route on Esk Buttress and 
Cave !nominate and Cave Gully 
Wall on Stanage) . A 
prodigious walker, formidable 
critic and verbal sparring 
partner, his eccentricity was 
often criticised. It did lead him 
to develop some remarkable 
ideas however and his 
technique of falling was 
admired by some and 
denounced by others. He tested 
it personally though, falling, 
without injury, from heights of 
up to sixty feet. 

15 



The Sombre 
Faceof 
Yorkshire 
Climbing 
Mention Yorkshire to climbers and they will probably think of desperate gritstone and big 
limestone roofs - and then? Most people can go no further. A Yorkshire public relations man 
is a contradiction in terms, but an increasing number of climbers are finding out for themselves 
that the West Riding houses some of the grandest cliffs and the best routes in the Pennines, 
routes well worn by weekend escapees from the sombre, smoke-begrimed cities of the West 
Riding. We asked Dave Cook to report on the climbs and their history, and to examine the 
aggressively puritanical traditions of free-climbing that have emerged from the cheerless 
climbing grounds that serve Yorkshire's dark. satanic mills. 

So intense is the mythology of 'Yorkshireness' in sport - in 
fact in the whole of the county's life style - that one 
automatically assumes that the local cliffs and climbers 
share the same legendary characteristics. Many southerners 
seem to regard Almscliff, Yorkshire's most famous gritstone 
outcrop, as being composed of some sort of rock associated 
geologically with the coal measures and climbed on by 
hand-jamming Eddie Warings. Like most images this 
caricature is a source of pride to those who should perhaps 
be affronted by it ; we all know that climbers excel in 
masquerading as the opposite of what they are. 
In the valleys that drain down either flank of the Pennines, 
the industrial revolution in the late eighteenth century 
created this country's most revolutionary invention - the 
factory. Yorkshire crowded close on the heels of Derbyshire 
and Lancashire in its development. In the West Riding the 
influence of the factory extended high on to the moors. 
Quarry spoil heaps and roadways, cottages, mill buildings 
and crane jibs, reservoirs - all were outriders of the 
industrial towns that marched into the valleys of the Calder 
and the Aire. Today, most of this industrial debris has been 
vanquished by nature's counter-attack. The result, around 
the woollen towns, is a landscape of overwhelming 
bleakness - far bleaker than the untouched moors in the 
north of the county. This is the setting for the quarried 
gritstone of Airedale and the South; blasted rocks in a 
blasted landscape ; dank, overgrown and hard ; the 
appropriate venue for the exploits of those whom 
Yorkshire's biggest brewery describes as 'Tetley Bittermen'. 

Quarried Grit 
The crags in this group - Shooters Nab Quarry, Woodhouse 
Scar, Baildon Bank, and innumerable other tiny quarries -
all have this sombre melancholy, but th'e impressive gash of 
Heptonstall catches it to perfection. To illustrate a West 
Riding woollen town before the industrial revolution, my 
school history text book contained a pen sketch of 
Heptonstall main street, drawn in 1730. Add the odd Pepsi 
sign and it could have been drawn today. To reach the 
quarry you clatter down stone steps that once rang to the 
feet of the Luddites. Belayed on top of the cliff, in the 
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shadow of the giant church, you gaze down on a 
nineteenth century world in miniature ; mill, owner's house, 
back-to-back workers' estate. An eighteenth century clock 
booms out each quarter your companion dawdles on 
the crux. 

Natural Grit 
North of Leeds and Bradford the quality and nature of 
gritstone climbing change completely. Wharfedale and 
Nidderdale are broad and open, and on their gentle flanks 
are scattered some of the most pleasant outcrops in the 
Pennines, and some of the busiest, thronged by all 
categories of trippers and cowboys as well as climbers. 
These are the 'evening' mid -week crags. Climbers from the 
Leeds/Bradford conurbation sprint to them after work, 
although there are also regular weekend devotees, especially 
amongst those without transport ! Two of these crags, 
Almscliff and Guisecliff, which rank with the very best of 
gritstone outcrops, have been, and will be in the future, 
exciting venues for developments in the art. 

Limestone 
Beyond these two arcs of gritstone the Limestone Dales 
provide the third area of Yorkshire climbing. In Derbyshire, 
limestone cliffs are of the valleys ; here, they are of the 
hills. Even Gordale, which bears a superficial resemblance 
to the gorge- like Cheedale and Stoney Middleton Dale, is 
free of the tropical rain forest which so often chokes the 
foot of Derbyshire limestone. 

Yorkshire's 'big three' limestone cliffs, Malham Cove, 
Gordale Scar and Kilnsey Crag, are superb architectural 
rock features. Each is stunning in its own way, each a great 
place to be, quite apart from the climbing . Each has become 
the geography textbook example of limestone magnificence. 
The climbing is worthy of its setting . 

Limestone in Yorkshire has represented a climbing 'frontier' 
area for the last decade. Explorers escaping from the 
overcrowded gritstone crags filled the empty spaces with 
scores of routes. Now there are signs that the 'Pacific' has 
been reached . Rigorous reclamation policies of ever
advancing free-climbing standards are rescuing the 





The Sombre Face 
of Yorkshire Climbing 

'badlands' scarred by over-ambitious peggers. In fact it was 
from Yorkshire that the puritanical counterblast to 
indiscriminate pegging on limestone first came. 
These then are the three main areas of climbing in the 
county: the 'industrial' gritstone of the South, the spacious 
natural gritstone of Wharfedale and Nidderdale, and the 
Limestone Dales beyond. When asked which he considered 
the best crag in Yorkshire, Joe Brown replied. "Wimberry" . 
He was basing his reply on geography. Several edges and 
quarries in the Chew Valley area fall within the county 
boundaries, but lie on the other side of the watershed - in 
more ways than one. 

Parochial Tradition 
Like all Pennine climbing grounds, these three areas are 
intimately enmeshed with the industrial towns that surround 
them and provide their devotees. But, unlike the Peak 
District, their charms are seldom sung and little known 
outside Yorkshire. Even among local climbers there is an 
astonishing ignorance of climbing riches near at hand. 
'Almscliff Eric', a semi-legendary local expert on the crag 
from which he took his name, is a typical case: despite the 
fact that he soloed HVS routes on the crag in curly-toed 
'Hawkins Walkins', and even did first ascents of two 
desperate modern problems (Clematis and Oubliette) , he 
was all but oblivious of the existence of other crags . 
This localization of effort has been reflected in the 
development of the cliffs . As with Yorkshire cricket, first 
ascent teams have generally been home grown. True, the 
ubiquitous Rock and Ice probed here, as they did every
where, and raiding parties gathered from afar in the 
opening-up of limestone, but generally speaking local 
traditions and monopoly have been jealously guarded. 
A few years ago, Ed Ward-Drummond, a leading southern 
climber, mistook the absence of a description in the then 
out-of-print Yorkshire Guide as evidence of an unclimbed 
weakness at Almscliff. He climbed it, and published the 
description under the name of Two Ton Sardine (HVS). He 
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Opposite page. 
Left: Allan Austin leading Cow Rib at 1/kley. Some very delicate 
moves are needed to reach the good hold on the crest after which 
the climber can finish more easily. Established by Greenwood 
and Ball in the early forties, the climb represents the top limit of 
Yorkshire Grit vs·s. 
Right: Frankland's Green Crack on Almscliff, one of Yorkshire 's 
greatest pre-Dolphin routes. Photos: Roger Pearson 

was a bold man. To have claimed as a first ascent a route 
top-roped by Dolphin, and led by Austin ten years 
previously, was bad enough - but to give it a name like 
that! Shuffle Crack it was, and so it has remained . 

Early Days 
Not surprisingly, the abrupt, wart-like lump of Almscliff 
attracted the first climbers, back in the 1890's. Men like 
Dent and Ingle, and later Fred Botterill, climbed routes 
that still merit a Severe grade. At each stage in its history 
this magnificent crag has been the scene of some of the 
hardest outcrop climbing anywhere, and the early days 
were no exception . Peter Harding is often credited with the 
discovery of hand-jamming in the 1940's, yet routes like 
Stomach Traverse (VS) and Bird's Nest Crack (S), first 
climbed in the 1890's, would suggest that Yorkshiremen 
beat him to it by half a century. 
After World War I, C. D. Frankland opened up some obvious 
and superb weaknesses on the 'hard' side of Almscliff, the 
North West Face. His Green Crack (VS) is one of the great 
routes of the area and was probably only exceeded, in terms 
of difficulty and position, by Morley Wood's incredible 
Kelly's Overhang (HVS) on Stanage High Neb. 
Prior to the First War, the Rocky Valley at llkley was 
regularly being climbed on, with the production of routes up 
to Severe standard, such as Spreadeagle. This pleasant, 
natural edge is made up of six buttresses overlooking the 
middle stretches of Wharfedale. It is approached through a 
narrow gorge like a quarry entrance. Attention shifted here 
after the ascent of A Climb, on the Cow, in 1911, described 
in the Yorkshire Ramblers' Club Journal as 'the best climb 
of all'. Today, llkley Quarry is a real old boot of a climbing 
ground. Charm has gone, replaced by strenuosity and 
danger - and car parks, tea shanties and crowds. 

The recent guide book credits Fred Botterill with the first 
lead (in the early 'twenties) of the crack (VS) that bears his 
name. However, Johnny Lees' Guide to Lower Wharfedale, 
written much closer to the event, only mentions the 
adjacent and easier Flake Crack (S), with which it may have 
been confused. But there is strong evidence that Botterill 
led Gutsie (VS) in the Rocky Valley in 1904, accomplishing 
what must have been one of the very hardest gritstone leads 
of the time. 
The publication Recent Developments on Gritstone (1923) 
provides a means of gauging the importance of early 
Yorkshire climbing. Routes of up to VS standard had been 
led at Almscliff, llkley, Crookrise, Rylstone and Simon's 
Seat. The quarried 'industrial gritstone' of the South was 
untouched, and the routes at llkley must have been among 
the first ever done on quarried grit. Guisecliff and Brimham, 
although noted by authorities such as Haskett-Smith and 
Stembridge, were still virgin. In the limited climbing 
circle of the day, the prestige of the climbing offered by 
Yorkshire was high - in terms of the relative importance 
attached to regions, probably higher than at any time since. 

The 'Thirties 
The next decade saw further advances. Local men, Charlie 
Salisbury, Winston Farrer, Alan Alsop and George Walker, 
John Ball and the Waterfall brothers, began to comb the 
outcrops for new routes. Many were hard and bold -
climbs as well as men. In llkley Quarry, Walewska, S Crack 
and Highfield Corner (all VS) stand out as difficult routes. 
Widdop, a very overrated crag, was developed in this 
period. Its position on the Pennine watershed made sniping 
by Lancashire climbers relatively easy, and the Manchester 
University Club played a big part here. 



The Dolphin Years 
In 1938, a young schoolboy from Baildon, Arthur Dolphin, 
began to visit Almscliff and llkley. Although he came from a 
great sporting family (his father was the famous Yorkshire 
stumper) he had a sickly childhood, and was encouraged to 
make the long walks to the crags to build up his strength . 
There then followed the story-book progression from 
clothes line, motorbikes and mini-epics to climbing 
maturity as one of the all-time greats. 
Legend has it that Dolphin was a gangling, skinny youth 
who stayed that way. An obituary sixteen years later 
described him as such, and yet people who met him 
towards the end of his years on rock commented on his 
husky frame and powerful style. Obviously his strength 
developed. But it is curious how the myth lingered on . 
The 'forties were Dolphin's years on Yorkshire gritstone. 
Exceptional drive took him up what are now the classic 
lines of the medium - in the opinion of his contemporaries, 
faultlessly. Legends abound, but facts also convince. 
Like many climbers in that era of material scarcity, Dolphin 
did not range far afield; Almscliff, llkley and Caley were 
his venues - but he gorged himself on these. His seven VS 
routes at Almscliff include what in my opinion is the very 
best gritstone route, the Girdle Traverse of the North West 
Face (HVS) . (Because personal value judgements don 't 
mean much unless one knows how the judgement is made, 

I would include Batchelor's Left Hand at Hen Cloud, 
Suicide Wall at Cratcliffe, and Great North Road at Millstone, 
among the other contenders) . Many people would include 
his Great Western (VS) in a national grit Top Ten'. Birdline 
Traverse (HVS) was not repeated for ten years, and had the 
same sort of reputation in Yorkshire then that Wall of 
Horrors has today. A later king of Yorkshire climbing. 
Allan Austin, climbed it in 1956, having been told by Peter 
Harding that Whillans was the only other person to have 
got up it. 

Dolphin top-roped, and named, Wall of Horrors (XS). Jack 
Bloor, who watched both Dolphin and Austin make a top
roped ascent, said there was little to choose between them 
in terms of efficiency. It seems to have been accepted among 
Dolphin 's friends that he would eventually have got round 
to leading it. He even peered into, and hung from, the 
futuristic holes above and to the left of Frankland's Green 
Crack, as all ambitious local men have done since. (Earlier 
this year, John Syrett was discovered so doing on the end of 
a rope. His instructions to his discoverer not to tell 
Austin reveal much about the West Riding pecking order, as 
does the fact that Austin was promptly informed!) 

In the Lake District, too, Dolphin showed imagination far 
ahead of his time, making determined attempts on what were 
to become Poacher (XS) on Gimmer Crag, and Central 
Pillar (XS) on Esk Buttress. Of course, his two seminal 
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The Sombre Face 
of Yorkshire Climbing 

routes there, Hell's Grove (XS) and Deer Bield Buttress (XS) 
compared fully with Brown's and Whillans' contemporaneous 
advances in Wales. 
The Dolphin Team 
Dolphin operated with a very talented group which included 
John Greenwood, Tom Cramfield, Jack Bloor, Des Birch 
and John Ball. Their exploits on rock, and elsewhere, gave 
them a group aura and status later inherited by the 
'Bradford Lads', who are so well described in Dennis Gray's 
Rope Boy. While Dolphin had no rival at Almscliff, this 
group shared the development of llkley with him. One of 
them, Peter Tuke, had an altitude limit of 20ft. , but below 
this he was superb : hence some of the quarry's crippling 
low-level problems. Nevertheless, Dolphin added the 
impressive Cherry Valley Rib (VS) and Curving Corner 
(HVS). In Rocky Valley he is reputed to have soloed the 
first ascent of Beeline (HVS) , but one wonders if Dolphin 
intended the word 'solo' to mean that the second could not 
follow. His friends have all commented on his concern with 
protection techniques, and he readily top-roped climbs before 
leading them. It seems likely that on this occasion his rope 
was held from the conveniently placed platform to the 
left of the base of the steep crack taken by the climb. There 
is not doubt, however, that Peter Harding really did solo the 
second ascent - an impressive feat . 
The accident on the Dent du Geant, in 1953, which robbed 
Dolphin of his life, robbed the climbing world of an 
almost legendary figure . 

Top: The crucial layback move on Heptonstal/'s classic Bull Crack. 
Photo: John Hartley 
Bottom left: Dolphin's Birdlime Traverse at Almscliff. A hard climb 
with a difficult finish up the steep wall beyond the climber. 
Photo: Ken Wilson 
Bottom right: The top of Forked Lightning Crack (see also cover 
photo) . An unusual combination of laybacks, jamming and straight arm 
pulls on a crack as steep as it looks, go to make this a very hard climb 
indeed. John Barker is seen hastening to complete the sixth ascent. 
Photo: Roger Pearson 

The Advent of Austin 
The publication of the West Yorkshire Area gritstone guide 
in 1957 (the first time the area was dealt with in a separate 
volume) , heralded the arrival of the team that has 
dominated the Yorkshire climbing scene up to the present 
day. Active in writing sections of this guide, Allan Austin 
and Brian Evans at once brought a modern attitude to the 
job. Unfortunately this volume only contained the first 
offerings of this talented group, and it was not until 1968 
and 1970 that Austin 's prolific contributions on limestone 
and gritstone were adequately recorded, with the 
publication of up-to-date comprehensive guides. 
Just as the Rock and Ice dominated Derbyshire gritstone 
during the 1950's, so Austin and his friends have dominated 
Yorkshire. Rumour has it that the old man is fading, that he 
has to add a sixth sweater to the legendary five he dons to 
accompany indifferent days and partners. But to see Austin 
in action at Almscliff on a Wednesday evening is still an 
awesome sight, and his big routes there certainly are 
awesome. Wall of Horrors (XS) has now been led five 
times, according to the grapevine, but its stature is 
undiminished . Western Front (XS), Shuffle Crack (HVS) 
and Finale Slab (HVS) also impress. Incidentally, although 
the last had been crossed by Des Birch with the aid of a peg, 
Dolphin exluded the thus polluted description from his 
guide to the crag. In those days some men turned back if 
they couldn't get up without a peg . Who turns back today? 
There can be no doubt that with Wall of Horrors Austin 

Below: Allan Austin on the first half of Almscliff's Wall of Horrors, one of the most serious routes on Grit. The climb starts a few feet left of the 
sentry box and a series of very difficult and rapid moves are required to reach the position of the centre picture. After this the standard eases to the 
horizontal crack. The crux follows, the problem being some fierce layaways on flutes to get ones feet into the slot. After this the technicalities, 
though not the angle, ease for the last few feet. Until recently the climb was thought to be unprotectable and thus had few patrons, but it is now 
possible to place a nut in the horizontal slot, thereby removing the obvious penalty of a late fall. The climb has now had five leads. Western Front 
takes the overhang and the thin crack on the sunlit wall to the right of Wall of Horrors. Photos: Roger Pearson 
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Above: Guisecliff arises from a chaotic jungle. and its overhanging and intimidating nature has deterred many. Such first impressions are wrong and 
good climbs such as North Wall Eliminate (left) and Comet Wall (right) await the determined party. Photomontage: Roger Pearson 

excelled himself. Just within bouldering height on the wall 
a projection juts. Reaching it involves incredibly strenuous, 
dynamic, 'knack' climbing. Without this know-how, even 
the most talented fail. Beyond is the crux, impossible to 
protect in 1961 . Austin attempted to cross this bulging 
fluted middle section three times on a top rope, and failed 
each time. He discovered that he had about 15 seconds in 
which to work out the weirdly technical crux; 15 seconds 
in a situation of alarming strenuosity, after which he became 
too pressed to continue. On the fourth attempt, an older 
climber (probably Jack Bloor) shouted up that Dolphin had 
pulled rightwards on a fluting. Austin did likewise. It was 
the key to the climb. Later he wound up his mind sufficiently 
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to lead it. Immediately the event became encrusted with 
myths, but such a feat needs no embellishment. 

Austin's attitude to the controversial top-roping is 
straightforward: on hard first ascents sane people only lead 
on sight where there is protection. 

At llkley, High Street (XS) has a similar reputation, perhaps 
even more so. Over the last five years the increasing 
sophistication of purpose-built chocks has put leads of the 
hardest gritstone routes on the sports-plans of many 
leading climbers. Even Wall of Horrors can now be 
protected in its crucial central section. Not so High Street. 
The fact that it has only had two leads in twelve years 

testifies to its ferocity; friable, mouldy rock, intimidating 
appearance and reputation ha':'e all deter~ed - but most 
effective of all has been the mind-exploding obstacle of a 
lead that is still unprotectable today. 
From backwater to mainstream 
Always apart from the two main streams of Northern 
climbing, which flow through the Lakes a~d th~ Peak 
District, the quality and ferocity of Yorkshire gritsto_n_e has 
only recently been appreciated elsew~~re. The trad1t1on of 
isolation had preserved a less comp~tItIve, less m?dern 
attitude. In 1959, Austin's group, Brian Evans, Brian Fuller 
and Doug Verity, opened their car;,paign, imm~~iately 
challenging the relatively amateurish local trad1t1_ons. All 
routes climbed that did not feature in the old guide w~re . 
written up as first ascents, and Austin began to compile his 

encylopaedic memory bank of possible lines in the best 
modern tradition . 
On almost every Yorkshire gritstone edge Austin and his 
friends devoured the best remaining lines. Obviously, Wall 
of Horrors and Western Front at Almscliff stand out, but 
over the years the gems have continued to fall ; Frensis 
Direct (HVS) at Brimham, Monument Crack_ (HVS) at 
Rystone, Noonday Ridge (HVS) at Caley, P,'.lar F~ont 
(HVS) at Eastby, and Turret Crack (VS) at Simons Seat. 
Two of them, The Shelf (XS) at Crookrise and T~e Waster 
(HVS) at Chevin Buttress, were climbed _solo_. Brian Evans, 
living on the caravan site that tops Chevm Hill, above Otley, 
had discovered several worthwhile routes on a pleasant 
buttress on its flanks. Austin , hearing that Evans had 
"climbed all the obvious lines", promptly went there and 
soloed them. In this way, a very difficult, fine route was 
climbed, in the words of the guide book, "inadvertently" . 
It is only now that some of these climbs are becoming 
popular as a new wave of gritstone enthusiasts looks 
again at the many small West Riding climbing wounds 
which were relegated to an undeserved obscurity by scanty 
or non-existent treatment in the old guide. 
Inevitably, the Rock and Ice have taken th_e odd plum, in 
the same way that Austin poached ext~ns1vely at Gardoms, 
Bamford and Rivelin edges in Derbyshire. Although Joe 
Brown's route Small Brown (XS), at Crookrise, is very 
hard, its jiggery-pokery with lateral tension to get o_ff the 
ground did not win local admira_tion . ~<;>wever, Wh1llans 
made more impact. The impressive CeJ/mg Crack (VS - but 
don't be misled !) at Widdop was probably ~op-roped_ by 
John Ball , Dolphin's contemporary, but Wh1llans led. it_ on 
sight, the first roof crack in Yorkshire in the ~ang_ler 1~1om. 
At Heptonstall Quarry he led one of gritsto_ne s m1ght1est 
routes, Forked Lightning Crack (XS). Poss1bl_e to protect 
now, in these days of monster alloy chocks, It was bold and 
bald in 1961. Its reputation still stands. 
New Faces - New Places . 
By the mid 'sixties new home-gro':"'n teams wer~ pushing to 
the fore. Robin and Tony Barley did some unbelievable_ 
work at Guisecliff. Many climbers who live in the Pennines 
have a big gritstone escarpment in what might b~ called 
their back garden. Not many of them are left undisturbed 
for half-a-decade to develop it on their own. But the 
Barleys were. Although team~ from the ~orkshire 
Mountaineering Club, set up in 1949, climbed good routes 
at Guisecliff, the prevailing attitude of the local . 
establishment was that this chaotic, dirty jumble of big 
buttresses was too unpleasant to bother with. They were 
wrong - amazingly so in the most competitive decade in 
British climbing history. 
The Barleys did not abuse their monopoly. At first, they made 
use of time stolen from 'prep' at Otley Grammar School, to 
climb routes which rank with the best on grit; very rarely 
did they use pegs. North Wall Eliminate (HVS) is worthy of 
comparison with the older and classic Comet Wall (VS), 
while The Creation and Dingbat {both XS) look superb. 
At Almscliff, the Barleys added the intriguing Yellow Wall 
(XS), an old and much tried problem, and among t~e 
weird group of pinnacles at Brimham Rocks they discovered 
some impressive independent lines. 
Gritstone climbing is now set for a new step forward in 
Yorkshire. A group of powerful leaders from Leed_s 
University, Ken Wood, John Syrett and John Stamforth, all 
Yorkshiremen by adoption only, are scoring fast and 
furiously. In 1967, their club journal could state tha~ 
"gritstone climbing has deteriorated even furt~,er, w1~~ no 
real enthusiasts among present club members , and the 
decline in gritstone climbing is essentially duet<:> th~ recent 
emergence of limestone as a superior_o~tcrop ~limbing 
medium". Maybe it was so then, but It Is certainly not now. 
In 1971, Syrett culled a bevy of new routes from Brimham, 
including Joker's Wall (XS) up the ludicr<;>usly steep wall 
to the left of Minion's Way. At the unfashionable Earl Crag, 
above Cowling, Ken Wood climbed a vicious crack, The 
Chopper (XS), and Syrett the elegant and soon-to-be
classic Earl Buttress (HVS). 
This new interest in gritstone may soon _be ~ecorde<;I on 
Yorkshire's best barometer of outcrop climbing achievement, 
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Right: Yorkshire's most famous route is certainly the Main Overhang of 
Kilnsey Crag. First climbed in the f ifties, it rapidly became the standard 
test -piece for those w ith A lp ine or Dolomite ambitions that involved 
art if icial climbing. In the sixties i t became the focus of one of the early 
television spectaculars, which enabled J ohn Cle3re to profi t from the 
backing of a battery of strong spotlights and record a series of unique 
p hotographs. In this close up, Ian M cNaught -Davis and Barry Ingle 
are seen working methodically across the ceiling . 

Almscliff Crag . This incredible, big ' little cliff still has 
overhanging weaknesses beckoning the next generation. 
Another Medium: Limestone 
Although isolated individuals hammered their w ay up the 
odd weakness, Yorkshire's limestone was subjected to 
nothing comparable to the fairly determined probings in 
Derbyshire by members of the Rock and Ice Club, in the 
early 'fifties. 
In 1957 a fortuitous combination of petrol rationing and a 
broken ankle led Austin to investigate Attermire Scar for 
pegging practice. His team was amazed to find free
climbing opportunities on the crag . The prevailing attitude 
in Derbyshire during the 'fifties was that limestone was for 
pegging ; it has been a long, hard struggle to establish 
the puritanical counter-ideology which has now begun 
to be accepted. Unencumbered by this distorting heritage, 
Austin and Evans brought their free-climbing attitudes from 
gritstone and preserved them intact on the new medium 
when they turned to Malham Cove in 1959. 
In the development of modern limestone climbing , it was 
this approach that began the decisive revoking of the view 
that first ascents on the rock had to be artificial. This was 
big news. It preceded the introduction of the more 
sophisticated nut protection that became crucial in the 
sixties. (Austin 's first look at a 'nut' was at a Y.M.C. dinner 
in 1958, when one of the guests fished out a doorknob on a 
sling . He claims that Pete Crew showed him the new 
phenomenon in action one day on the Ynnes Ettwys 
boulder in 1960). 
Inevitably, routes first pegged are now going free - for 
example Face Route and Ivy Groove at Gordale - but one is 
nevertheless struck by the relative restraint of the early 
artificial men . Very soon they were up against a free
climbing ideology. In fact the worst excesses of peg 
banging (and bolting) were perpetrated on gritstone, at 
Heptonstall Quarry - now happily rescued from the 
barbarians. 
Actually, Yorkshire may be one of the very few areas where 
full-length , completely artificial routes remain . The 
combination of impending walls capped by roofs, which is 
found at Malham, Gordale and Kilnsey, is still largely 
unchallenged (save by girdling) by the advance of the P.A. 
The conquest of these big roofs first brought attention to 
these cliffs. On the same day, in 1956, Cave Route and Face 
Route were climbed at Gordale. The former remains one of 
the finest artificial climbs in Britain . For some years Rock 
and Ice parties shuttled up and down the wall below the 
main overhang at Kilnsey Crag , before Ron Moseley 
culminated six months of probing at the roof with an 
eleven -hour stint in etriers to cross it. The following year, 
1958, two Y.M .C. members, Ron Heilds and Ron Hurst, 
straightened the climb out to make the Direttissima, the 
most famous peg route in the country. 
Others followed, but the crucial change of attitude had 
taken place before the trickle became a flood . Although 
many hard and spectacular aid routes have been regularly 
added, notably from 1964-67, when Leeds University teams 
put up ten on Kilnsey Crag , it is to the free ascents that 
the accolades have gone. 
Research and Development 
Malham Cove's main feature is a semi -circular rock wall 
almost 300ft. high. Hanging on the white waves of 
limestone, one experiences a sensation similar to bathing in 
a heavy swell. As yet, no one does anything but hang from 
the lines of rusty bolts that cross the blankness like bobbing 
fishing net markers . The upper part of the wall extends on 
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either side, gradually diminishing in height. It was on 
these less exposed wings that Austin and Evans climbed an 
impressive bunch of VS routes in 1959, gradually moving 
towards the higher and more serious centre of the cove. It 
is a testimony to their rigorous ethics that only one peg 
was used for protection or aid, on East Wall Route (VS) , 
and it never seems to be omitted even now. Those were 
good climbs - the El Alamein of free-climbing's Limestone 
counter-attack, and they deserve recognition as such . 
At the same time Austin pointed to future developments 
with his fine lead of Central Wall (VS) at Kilnsey. Although 
pegs are used in the upper sections, this was the first time 
that a significant portion of a route had been free-climbed 
on the crag . 
With the publication of Mike Mitchell's Climbs on 
Yorkshire Limestone pamphlet guide in 1962, interest in 
limestone spread. Smaller crags far out in the Dales began 
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to attract attention . Twistleton Scars, where the rock has 
the consistency of cold solder ; Crummackdale, where that 
rare Yorkshire limestone creature, the difficult slab climb, is 
found ; and a stack of gritstone-length routes on the several 
'edges ' at Attermire - these are lovely crags . They are not 
high for limestone, not really worth a visit from afar, but 
they give a richness and variety to Yorkshire's attractions 
for the local climber. 

The great waves of limestone scars, of which these crags 
are part, look down from afar as if they house secret crags 
by the score ; but, like the mirages of the cowboy country to 
which the landscape bears some resemblance, they 
dwindle away on closer inspection. 
Gordale Scar was an underground limestone cavern, the 
roof of which has fallen in - at a guess, not so long ago. 
There are no smooth edges, none of the architectural 
symmetry of Malham Cove. Like a sudden outburst of 



Left: Central Wall at Ma/ham Cove. At least 14 climbers are at work 
on the aid routes that criss-cross this stupendous feature. 
Right: Of the free routes at Ma/ham, Kirby Wall is one of the best. 
Brian Giver is seen leading the second pitch of this classic VS route. 
The compact, finger-testing nature of the rock is obvious. 
Photos: Roger Pearson 

violence from a normally calm man, its impact is huge. Free 
routes were climbed on the lower Left Wing early in the 
1960's, but in 1964 Des Hadlum and Eric Wallis climbed 
the superb Light (HVS), right in the eye of this geological 
hurricane. The thunder of falling water echoing between the 
narrow walls boosts the unique atmosphere of the climb. 

The 'Sixties 
By the mid 1960's Malham, Gordale and Kilnsey were 
attracting from afar. Read this recent paean of praise to 
their charms by Mike Hammill (albeit a satirical one) : 
"Yes Malham's the place, better than Wales! - if you're a 
technical climber who likes good weather, good booze, a 
good doss, and a nice easy walk to the crag." He might 
have added that the sun pours into the amphitheatre ; as at 
Tremadoc, in North Wales, climbers use sweaty fingers as an 
alibi . The sun is kept out of Gordale, but the tourists 
pour in, giving Hammill scope for apres-climbing 
activities : "Get three or four hundred of them milling about 
in the bottom, panic-stricken, with rocks pouring in all 
around, and it's like something out of a Hollywood 
cowboy movie." 

At Malham Cove, Austin 's explorations had reached the edge 
of the long, apparently blank, walls that gradually slip out 
of the realms of free climbing . On first glance this 
intermediate section appears to be blank. The weaknesses 
mentioned in the guide book route descriptions cannot 
easily be located on the flat, featureless glare. 

But weaknesses are there. In 1964 Robin Barley, seconded 
by Dennis Gray, led the magnificent Wombat (HVS), and 
pushed free climbing on Yorkshire limestone forward a 
grade with his ascent of The Macabre (HVS - but for this 
read XS). Later, his brother put up Carnage (HVS) and 
The Dalesman (VS) , and the family team purified the Right 
Wing Glfdle (HVS) . Another finish to Carnage, together 
with Crossbones (VS) , and the no-man's land on either 
wing was occupied by free-climbing of great quality. 
John Sumner and Dave Sales had dealt with the remaining 
roofs at Gordale and Malham in 1964, but imminent 
publication of the new limestone guide, and the escalating 
ambitions of British climbers in the Alps and Dolomites, 
resulted in a flood of impressive artificial routes at 
Gordale and Kilnsey, as an increasing number of British 
climbers determined to master the hardest artificial techniques. 

The Pace Hots Up 
On all crags the race to complete the remaining free lines 
was now on. Austin had led many hard climbs on the left 
wing at Gordale, of which Norper (HVS) was the most 
notable. Other significant routes were John Moss's Lyncher 
(HVS), the Barleys' gymnastic and spectacular Yark (HVS) , 
and the Girdle of the Left Wing (HVS) , stolen by a raiding 
Stoney Middleton team, Dave Nicol and Chris Jackson. 
Too much aid was used and local men spoke of "the 
dubious ethics of doing a girdle traverse on a crag before 
you had done all the existing up and down routes. " Local 
pride was definitely hurt. 

On Kilnsey Crag, now becoming the scene of TV 
spectaculars and running battles with a landowner who 
requires expropriation, Robin and Tony Barley climbed three 
great routes: Trauma Traverse (VS), which starts up a fine 
pair of cracks, first climbed 'way back' by John Ramsden of 
the Y.M.C., and then traverses the steep central wall into 
Diedre (VS and A1 ), an old peg route which takes the best 
line on the cliff; Warlord (HVS and A2); and Brainstorm 
(HVS), which free climbs the old original peg route well on 
the way to the overhang, before traversing right searching 
for a weakness through the unrelenting roofs. 
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Two important crags, which were inspected in the early 
'sixties but really only climbed on in the last four years, 
are Langcliffe Quarry and Great Close Scar. The former 
towers above Settle Corporation rubbish dump. The 
foreman goes out, with amused tolerance, to unlock the 
gate and release climbers' cars trapped within . The climbing, 
however, is even more exasperating . Once one has got over 
the first impressiveness of its size and steepness, the 
absence of lines becomes tedious, and the insecure, badly
protected routes lose their initial attraction. Significantly, 
three guide book writers accepted, then rejected, the 
challenge of writing a guide to the quarry for the new 
limestone volume. Short-lived enthusiasms seem to be 
followed by a moment of truth on Langcliffe Quarry. 
Great Close Scar combines a classic limestone scar setting 
with an outlook on a geological improbability: a lake in 
limestone country - the grimly beautiful Mal ham Tarn. The 
cliff is a lovely wall of solid limestone housing some tasty VS 
climbs. Scimitar (VS) is a classic of the area, and Black Death 
(HVS), climbed by Bob Enwright in 1967, a very hard route. 
Only three years after the Yorkshire limestone guide, a new 
one is overdue. Austin's tireless explorations alone would 
demand one. In 1970 he climbed 100 new routes on 
limestone. Most of these were routes of gritstone length on 
smaller crags which are being remorselessly worked out 
(e.g. Hawksmith Crag and Giggleswick Scar), but some are 
more notable. Sundance Wall (HVS), still closer to the 
centre of Malham Cove, is one of these. 
Present and Future Trends 
As on gritstone, the latest developments on limestone are 
evidently a prelude to the future. Pete Livesey has free
climbed Face Route (XS) and created Jenny Wren (XS), 
close to The Rebel, an old peg route on the left gorge wall 
at Gordale. The new grade (for Yorkshire limestone) has 
been used with confidence. On the opposite wall the Heyes 
brothers from Burnley have made girdles at two levels, and 
Ivy Groove (HVS) has now been climbed completely free. 
The mind boggles at these achievements. 
My mind, remembering the days when a long 'Ogwen 
apprenticeship' preceded VS climbing, also boggles at the 
speed with which young climbers race up the grades. Ron 
Fawcett from Skipton was 15 when I met him in llkley 
Quarry soloing HVS routes. He was already doing first 
ascents of this standard on limestone. His walk home from 
school led him beneath a limestone quarry, on which he 
constructed an alternative path of VS standard, in order to 
vary his homeward route. Despite the cynicism of Austin, 
whose climbing memories include a kaleidoscope of 
'apprentices', of geniuses who have flared briefly then 
vanished, such youthful virtuosity seems to be on the 
increase in Yorkshire, as, no doubt, it is everywhere else. 
Yorkshire's rock climbing has reached maturity; but the 
equilibrium is not a stable one. On both gritstone and 
limestone, itchy-fingered upstarts are challenging old 
attitudes and reputations. At a rush, great new slabs of 
limestone are going to be free-climbed, and the current 
' last' great gritstone problems will fall. However, they 
will be climbed in a free-climbing tradition of puritanical 
rigour. Although Yorkshire's cliffs are not well known, this 
traditions reverberates now wherever rock is climbed . 
It is time people looked more closely at the climbing 
grounds that spawned it. 

SUMMARY 
Gritstone and Limestone climbing in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire. A study of the development, the climbing and the climbers 
of one of Britain's highest standard climbing areas. 
Guides: Yorkshire Gritstone and Yorkshire Limestone published by th e 
Yorkshire Mountaineering Club . 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
In addition to the scores of climbers who have provided information 
for this article, Allan Austin, Dennis Gray and John Syrett deserve 
extra thanks. Dave Endicote, Roger Baxter-Jones, Allan Austin, Brian 
Wyvill, John Syrett, John Boothroyd, John Barker and particularly 
Brian Olver have spent many hours climbing to the requirements of 
Roger Pearson . His photographs form the backbone of this feature. 
Without all this help, the feature could not have been produced. 

The photo on the left shows a climber abseiling from the lip of Kilnsey 
Main Overhang at dusk. It was taken by Roger Pearson 

/I 



Mountaineering 
Equipment 
Suppliers 
Aberdeen Capel Curig 
F. Diack and Son, Ellis Brigham (M) (S) , 
302 George Street. Mountain Centre . 
Tel. 0224.26952. Tel. Capel Curig 232. 

Aberdeen Cardiff 
Campbell's Sports (S), U.D.A . Mountaineering 
520 Union Street. 52 Cowbridge Road East, 
Tel. 0224.20157. Canton. 
Ambleside Tel. 0222.22710 
Frank Davies (S) , Croydon 
The Climbers' Shop, Pindisports, 
Compston Corner, 1098 Whitgift Centre, 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. Tel. 01.688.2667. 
Aviemore Darlington 
Speyside Sports (S) , J . Clementson (Darlington) Ltd ., 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 29 High North Gate (C) . 
Bangor Tel. 0325.2390. 
Arvons, 

Derby 216 High Street, 
Powers Sports, Tel. 0248.3849. 
Green Lane. 

Bethesda Tel. 0332.48311. 
Arvons, 
High Street, Derby 

Tel. 0248.82.401 . Prestidge (S), 
350 Normanton Road. 

Birmingham Tel. 0332.42245. 
Frank Davies (S) , 
7 Snowhill Ringway, 4. Dundee 

Tel. 021 .236.6816. David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 

Birmingham 
63 Seagate (M) (S) , 

Y.H.A. Services Ltd ., 
Tel. 0382.24501 -2. 

35 Cannon Street, 2. Edinburgh 
Tel. 021 .643.5180. Graham Tiso (M) , 

Blackburn 44 Rodney Street. 

J and J Kirkham (C) , Tel. 031 .556.1723. 

9-11 High Church Street. Essex 
Tel. 0254.57688 Mountain Safety Research, 

Blackpool 
35 Progress Road, 

The Alpine Centre, 
Leigh on Sea, 
Tel. 0702.523262. 

193 Church Street. Mail order only. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 

Bolton Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S), 

Alpine Sports (S ), 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 117 Bradshawgate. 
Tel. 0392.76421 . 

Tel. 0204.25087. 

Bradford Fort William 
Nevisport, 

P & S Outdoor Shop, 
131 High Street. 71 a Godwin Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245. Tel. 0274.21998. 

Brighton Glasgow 

Sports and Leisure, Greaves (S) , 

48 North Street. 23 Gordon Street. 

Tel. 0273.29539. Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2. 

Bristol Glasgow 

Bryant's Outdoor Centre Bob Finnie Sports, 

Colston Street. 53 Possil Road, C.4. 

Tel. 0272.23166. Tel. 041 .332.0327. 

Broughton-in-Furness, Lanes. Grantown-on-Spey 
Mountain Centre, Speyside Sports (S) , 
Brade Street. 47 High Street. 
Tel. 461 Tel. Grantown 246. 
(open until 8 p.m.) Halifax 
Cambridge The Outdoor Centre, 
The Outdoor Centre, 3 Princes Arcade. 
7 Bridge Street. Tel. 0422.65549. 
Tel. 0223.53956. Lancaster 
Capel Curig H. Robinson, 
Joe Brown, Mountain Craft Shop (C) , 
The Climbing Shop. 5 New Road. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. Tel. 0524.66610. 

These shops stock high class Mountaineering, Ski - ing and Camping 
Equipment. 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

Leeds Matlock Bath 
Centresport, The Bivouac, 
Frank Davies, Dave Clarke, 56 North Parade. 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. Tel. 0629.3750. 
Tel. 0532.31024. Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
Leeds Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S ), 
H. W. Poole, 227 / 229 Westgate Road . 
34/ 36 Eastgate (C) (S) , Tel. 0632.23903. 
Tel. 0532.24599. Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 

Leeds L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 

H. W. Poole, 34 Dean Street (S) (C) . 

2 Wade Street (C) (S) . Tel. 0632.22139. 

Tel. 0532.29374. Nottingham 

Leicester Roger Turner, 

Roger Turner, Mountain Sports (S) , 

Mountain Sports (S ), 
1 Canning Circus. 

105 London Road . Tel. 0602.47230. 

Tel. 0533.25235. Oxford 

Liverpool 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 

Ellis Brigham (M) (C):(S) , 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 

73 Bold Street, 1. (Branch of the Scout 
Tel. 051 .709.6912. Association) . 
Llanberis Preston 
Joe Brown, P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
Menai Hall, 141 Friargate. 
High Street. Tel. 0772.53793. 
Tel. 028682.327. Sheffield 
London Bryan G. Stokes, 
Pindisports (S), High Court, High Street. 
14/ 18 Holborn, E C.1 . Tel. 0742.27525. 
Tel. 01.242.3278. Skipton 
London, Acton, W.3. The Dales Outdoor Centre, 

Pindisports (S) , Coach Street. 

373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. Tel. 0756.4305 

Tel. 01 .992.6642. Stockport 

London Base Camp (C) , 

Robert Lawrie Ltd ., 89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 54 Seymour Street, W1 H 5WE. 

Tel. 01.723.5252. Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros. (M) (C) (S), 

London 35 Market Place, 
Y.H.A. Sales, Tel. 021 .556.0802. 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01.839.1722. West Bromwich 

Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
Manchester 466 High Street (C) (S) , 
Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S), Tel. 021.553.1670. 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 . Wolverhampton 

Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
Manchester, Urmston 4/ 5 King Street (C) (S) , 
J . & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C) , Tel. 0902.27012. 
15 Station Road. York 
Tel. 061 .748.6408. The Scout and Guide Shop, 
Manchester, Eccles 14 Goodramgate. 
J. and A. Sports & Camping Co. Tel. 0904.53567. 
112 Liverpool Road . (Branch of the Scout 
Tel. 061 .789.6044 Association) . 

Manchester UNITED STATES 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 

North Woodstock, N.H . 211 Deansgate 2. 
Tel. 061 .834.7278. Skimeister Ski Shop, 

Main Street (M) (S) . 
Manchester Tel. 603.745.2767. 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd ., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. CANADA 
Tel. 061.834.7119. Calgary: Alberta 
Mansfield C.Y.H.A. Mountain Sales, 
W. Slack and Sons, 414 Kensington Road, N .W., 41 , 
38 Rosemary Street. Tel. 283-5551 . 
Tel. 0623.24449. evenings only; (C) (M) . 

29 



On the Eighth Day 
by Ben Campbell-Kelly 

Festering on the camp site, waiting for the weather to 
settle, I felt pangs of guilt as Blob (Wyvill) wandered 
around restlessly, obviously straining at the leash. 
Anticipating his reaction I had carefully arranged to leave all 
the rope at the foot of the Troll Wall , so there was no chance 
of our being lured on to easier rocks by the Romsdal sirens. 
Unfortunately the Troll Wall was covered in snow, and the 
weather played true to Romsdal form: heavy rain . The 
boredom of our two week fester in the squalor of a crowded 
tent, broken only by the daily trek to the weather bureau, 
was at last rewarded by the dawning of a cloudless day. 
We leapt into action. At 3.30 the next morning, fortified 
with banana butties, we were hammering up the vast screes. 
By the time we reached the bottom of the wall the edge had 
been taken off our keenness. All around, the ugly scree 
scarred the purity of the snow which hugged the wall. We 
were near the back of a huge amphitheatre whose stark 
walls gave the place an atmosphere of forbidding loneliness. 
We unearthed our gear and set out to find a way across the 
deep bergschrund. After a while I cleverly fell into a 
crevasse which led to a chimney between snow and rock. 
As I pulled the haul sacks over the snow to the start of the 
first pitch, the Blob hopped around like some harlequinned 
Quasimodo, manhandling them in and out of holes and 
crevasses. 
Then started the long day's endless rhythm of climb, haul, 
prusik, a rhythm to which we were to become slaves in the 
next week. Speed was essential to our chances of success: 
we constantly shouted out the quarter hours in order to keep 
whoever was leading from wasting time by dithering, and I 
goaded the Blob further by reminding him of the times 
Ed Ward-Drummond and I had taken on these pitches in 
1970 (when we had traversed the route from the Great 
Terrace, half-way up). 

Our progress was satisfactorily rapid and we made the first 
bivvy in good time, exhausted and thirsty. Two pints of 
water a day is very little when hard work has to be done, 
and the day had been warm. After shovelling off a few 
hundredweights of rubbish, we put up the tube tent. Our 
walkie-talkie contact with Robin Barley, back in the camp 
site, was a welcome relief, and we chattered happily about 
the technicalities of the day - mainly free climbing, with 
the odd section of aid. 
The morning dawned brilliantly clear, and Blob was soon 
coughing his way up the rock. There had been a bug 
around the camp site and he was recovering from it; I'd 
woken with a sore throat so was determined to take it easy. 
The first day's climbing had been a variation found by 
Ed Ward-Drummond, and a couple of pitches over loose and 
vegetated rock saw us back on the French route at the foot 
of the second wall. 
Looking up at the big clean groove above us, I felt pleased 
to be exchanging my Percy Thrower role for a rock-climber's. 
The rest of the day's work was enjoyable, mixed, aid and free 
climbing, the hauling becoming easier and easier as the wall 
began to overhang. Bare-armed, we pegged up the steep 
cracks. 
Jumaring up to the second bivvy ledge, I looked across at 
the next pitch - Ward-Drummond's A4 ,variation . I wasn't 
really looking forward to it, and I couldn't help hoping that 
with a little luck I might be ill enough to persuade Blob to 
lead it the next day. Ignoring his suggestion to fix the 
pitch, I hastily diverted his attention to a fine drip deep 
in a crack above our heads. A few minutes' manipulation 
with a water bottle supplied us with an extra gallon of 
water - we certainly weren't going to suffer on this climb. 
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The Direct route on the Trollveggan was climbed by five French 
climbers (Deck, Boussard, Cordier, Brunet and Frehel) in 1967. They 
seiged the route in 21 days. Subsequent attempts have all sought, 
unsuccessfully, to complete the route in one push. This year this 'pure' 
second ascent was achieved by Ben Campbell-Kelly and Brian Wyvill. 
The accompanying article records their experiences. 

A surprisingly comfortable night in hammocks (both of 
which were suspended from the same two pegs) was soon 
shattered by the scorching sun ; lethargically, we prepared 
for day three. 
As I set out on the A4 pitch my mind was in a whirl. The 
bug really seemed to be biting and, coupled with the heat, 
made me hard pressed to get across to the aid section . A 
furious hot air current up the cliff enveloped me in the 
stench of our earlier eliminations, and I desperately fended 
off attacks by sheets of fluttering bog-paper with my trusty 
hammer. It was a trying time. 
Hanging on a tottering block below the blind crack, with 
only minimal protection, I reckoned my chances of getting 
up at 50-50. But finally I was sitting in a belay seat at the 
next stance, thinking I must be getting old . Blob whipped up 
the French rope and I swung over and cut it loose. Booty at 
last - 200ft. of new perlon (only four years old!), a jumar 
and three alloy karabiners. In a happier frame of mind I 
subdued the next wide crack, never my speciality, with a 
combination of bongs, bad language and sheer terror. A 
final struggle over treacherous terraces and we were 
ensconced on the Great Terrace under the big white wall. 
It was like an oasis in a desert of rock. For once we really 
appreciated the meaning of horizontal. 
What a position to be in ! We had four gallons of water, food 
for ten days and perfect weather, but I felt so exhausted I 
could have wept. "Blob," I pleaded as I crawled into my pit, 
"a rest day or I'll never make it." 

During the last three days we had been following a fairly 
obvious series of grooves, but now we had to face the 
nightmarish white wall which ended hopelessly in 
overhangs. We decided to spend the next day trying to find 
a line up the wall, retreating to the terrace for a second 
night. We both knew that there was no escape once we 
were committed to the wall. 
Our 'rest day' was glorious. We left all the gear on the 
terrace, and I let Blob lead me up the wall. It was superb 
climbing - a mixture of daunting free moves on very steep 
rock and pegging in overhanging positions. For the first 
time, unhampered by the hauls, I was really enjoying myself. 
It was just like a Cloggy summer; a brilliant sky, a 
beautiful view, and shirt-sleeves. Poised 4,000ft. above the 
valley, we saw the crowds of seemingly microscopic 

Features on the 
French Route on the 
North Face of the 
Trol!rygen : 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 
Bivouacs 

A. The Ward
Drummond 
Variation 

B. Prusik 
C. Escape Traverse 
D. Tunnel behind flake 
E. A3 section 
F. A2 section 
G. Tension Traverse 
H. Pendulum 
J. Big Groove 
Photo: Doug Scott 
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Top left: Campbell-Kelly on the Ward-Drummond A4 variation. 
Bottom left: The big groove pitch encountered on the second day. 
Right: Wyvill on the steep wall above the Great Terrace. 

tourists who had invaded our camp site, and were now 
trying to invade our private vertical world with the aid of 
their telescopes. We fixed four pitches despite a number of 
wrong turns, abseiled down and cooked a vast meal : 
Hungarian Goulash, apples and creamed milk. Sadly we had 
neglected to bring the wine. Lying back and gazing down 
into the valley we felt real contentment. 
At the crack of dawn we powered up the ropes to our high 
point - higher than any of the failed attempts had reached . 
What an amazing place! From the valley the white wall 
looks quite smooth, but on it we found good ledges and a 
multitude of features. The whole wall seemed to be 
composed of tottering and overhanging pillars ; every level 
surface was heaped with sharp and dangerous blocks. That 
the French had avoided killing each other or chopping their 
fixed ropes seemed unbelievable. 
After some route-finding problems, Blob disappeared up the 
French A4 pitch . The haul-line slowly moved further and 
further away from the cliff ; when I finally sent the bags 
careering out into space, it was like launching a ship. Blob 
had muttered about bad rock ; imagining exaggeration I had 
pacified him. As I brought down a huge rockfall just 
removing one piton, I regretted my platitudes. Christ, it 
must have been a gripper, I thought, as I pulled out pin 
after pin. Jumaring up beside a hideous wide crack which 
he'd free climbed, I found him crouched, very quiet and 
thoroughly subdued, on top of an enormous loose pillar. 

A full 150ft. led to the next stance, a minute foothold 
about 30ft. below the roofs. What a pitch ! Never desperate, 
but technical enough to keep the mind fully occupied, and 
all the time moving out and out. By removing every other 
piton I made it with two karabiners and a few pins to spare. 
It was a spooky place to be: ropes stuck out into space 
below, roofs jutted out above, while I perched there like 
some terrified budgie, shrouded in mist. When Blob arrived 
I gleefully announced that the roofs were his. He vanished 
into the clammy gloom. 
After an hour he abseiled back down from the very lip in the 
dark, and I pulled him in from a good 30ft. away - 5,000ft. 
up. A fearsome struggle followed as we tried to rig our 
hammocks between cracks far too close together. I think I 
won - Blob complained all night. A miserable breakfast 
without any brew started day six. 

I just couldn't understand why Blob took so long on that 
pitch. Every few minutes I'd enquire civilly, "How's it 
going?" " O.K., shan't be long," was the reply. Then, as the 
rope hung stationary in my hands, I'd be kicking viciously 
at the rock, futilely cursing his slowness. After what must 
have been three hours I finally followed him. I was furious -
and, God, wasn't I going to tell him! 
Going across the roof I was flabbergasted by the audacity of 
the position, hanging out 3,000ft. above the screes. O.K., 
so the climbing wasn 't more than A2, but what a 
stupendous pitch ! The final pendulum round the lip would 
have made my hair stand on end, but for my crash hat. 
Filled with admiration for the lead, I forgot all my earlier 
frustration and congratulated him whole-heartedly. 
We were now on the summit walls, and I moved up quickly 
on incredibly compact rock. Free climbing was now 
becoming a necessity! The French description was very 
vague here, and Blob had to make a difficult pendulum and 
traverse. After an interminable time he made a stance. 
By the time I arrived it was getting late; no time for any 
more climbing. Unable to contain myself any longer I vented 
my feelings : "Two-and-a-half pitches in a day! Two-and -a
ha If miserable bloody pitches - they' ll be laughing at us 

down there. How long can the weather last?" In a 
paroxysm of rage I swore that I would lead all the next day. 
The radio call did nothing to lift the cloud of depression 
that had settled around us, and the predicted rain hit us 
like molten misery an hour later. We lay, swathed in 
polythene, in our hammocks, damply clinging to the rock as 
the rain beat down. 
After six hours our gear was sodden. I'd dropped a packet 
of oatcakes in my hammock and the gluey mess was over 
everything. Miserable, we set out. It was absolutely 
sheeting down - real mountain weather. Looking up, I was 
completely blinded by water on my glasses. But under the 
next overhang there was a big fat French peg, so at least 
we were on course. 

33 





Top left: Wyvi/1 on the big aid pitch through the roofs. 
Bottom left: On the summit walls j ust af ter the roof p itch. 
Near left: Wyvi/1, damp but cheerful, in h is hammock at the 
seventh bivouac. 

Ten feet further on we were stopped dead. Of the three 
different lines we tried, two became blank walls ; the third, 
a wide crack, had a huge loose block in it. There was no 
chance of getting past it . For six hours we tried ; all the 
time it poured down . Had we had bolts, they would have 
solved nothing. 

Cold and despondent, Blob traversed across on pins, 
lowered himself a hundred feet, and swung over to a 
groove about fifty feet to our right. I followed , but I was so 
heav.ily laden with gear and wet ropes that I couldn 't even 
remove two good pins. As I neared the Blob he beamed up 
at me and, swinging on to the stance, I looked up at a 
perfect groove and, not two feet away, a yonking crack line. 
I nearly kissed him, but settled for a truly emotional hug. 
We were on the way out at last. 
Blob shot up, and as I led through the rain started to ease. 
Half-way up the next pitch I reached down to unclip my 
etrier when the last peg nearly came out in my hand. It had 
gone in like a church bell , and I just couldn't understand 
why it was loose ; then the same thing happened with the 
next peg. I reached up to a small ledge and found it had a 
big slot at the back. Suddenly I began to understand ; I was 
on one of those famous expanding flakes. Hastily dropping 
a 2" angle down the back, I hit it once and moved on 
smartly! 
Following Blob again I was truly impressed as the groove 
turned into a vertical corner, most of which he had free 
climbed. With darkness upon us I found Blob in a sit-sling 
underneath a torrent of water cascading off the overhang 
above. We managed to string the tube tent over our heads, 
though its protection was miserably inadequate. Wet 
cagoules were exchanged for duvets ; thankfully these were 
terylene filled - down would have been useless under that 
waterfall. Wrapped around each other we spent a dismal 
night, Blob in his sit-sling, me standing in etriers. It was so 
dark that I couldn 't even make a brew. 
Despite the discomfort, the thought of moving out of the 
shelter and into the torrent was depressing, and I put it 
off as long as possible the next morning. In fact it wasn 't 
too bad ; I soon pegged the last of the 'aid' pitches to a 
small ledge and a few rusty French pegs. 

At last we came into the sunshine ; I stripped off my 
cagoule and wallowed in the warmth . An exhausted Blob 
came up slowly, his hands badly affected by water. The top 
was still 700ft. away, but we would be out that day. 
We dumped everything - food, water, wet clothes, fuel. 
Eight hours later I was cursing our lack of foresight as I sat 
underneath the final pitch . We had climbed all day in the 
sunshine and were sapped by dehydration . 
Jumaring up, I was nearly weeping as my soggy hands were 
torn to shreds by the rough, sharp rock. How could so much 
pain come from a mere 24 hours of immersion? I crawled 
over the top ; my misery was made complete as Arne 
Randers Heen seized my hand in a ferocious grip and asked 
me to smile for the camera . 
Relaxing in the sun, I reflected on Doug Scott's article 
about the 'Greatest Rock-Climb in the World ', and 
attempted to compare it with our experience. No Salethi cal 
transcendation for us ; just a hard upward slog . Was 
ours the real perception? 

SUMMARY 
Norway. Romsdal Valley. Trollrygen, North Face. The second 
ascent (first without seige tactics) of the French Route. Eight days in 
Ju ly, 1971 . Ben Campbell - Kelly and Brian Wyvill . 3,900ft., Grade 6 sup. 
wi th pitches of A2, A3 and A4 and free cl imbing of up to HVS. 
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New Books 
Patey's writings - major protagonist and critic, extreme 
individualist and gleeful socialite .... not just a 
climber of climbs, he was a shaper of events. 

One Man's Mountains 
by Tom Patey 
Gollancz: £3.00 

This book may be Tom Patey's 
'essence·, but it is not an 
autobiography : it should be 
sharply differentiated from the 
plethora of such books that 
have appeared in the last few 
years. 
A handsomely -presented volume, 
it consists of a collection of 
articles, songs and verses 
written by Patey during a 
period of almost twenty years 
of climbing. British climbing 
literature extends to a number 
of anthologies ; but few post-war 
British writers justify personal 
treatment. That is a first measure 
of this book's importance. 
Some pieces specifically set out 
to show the main strands of 
development in Scottish winter 
climbing since the war ; but, 
quite apart from these, Patey's 
insights into the personalities 
involved come nearer to giving 
an overall picture of the varied 
strains of development in 
British climbing than do many 
volumes which set out with 
that sole task. More than any 
other facet of British climbing, 
he illuminates the best 
elements in the interplay 
between friendship and 
competition, individualism and 
the social world of climbing -
together with some of the least 
desirable. The author plays a 
dual role : he is both major 
protagonist and critic, extreme 
individualist and gleeful 
socialite, grinning from behind 
his squeeze box. 
The man's enthusiasm radiates 
throughout, reflecting his love 
of action, his restless energy 
and his distaste for apathy or 
half-heartedness. This fire 
amounted sometimes to 
impetuosity, but it was his 
ability to turn mere events into 
Happenings which endeared 
him to many of his friends. His 
enthusiasm or even haste 
reflected the real need to 
strike when the iron is hot, 
his consciousness of the need 
to employ time to the best 
advantage, to miss no 
opportunity. 
The articles cover some major 
events in British climbing, 
like the ascents of Zero Gully, 
the Cuillin Ridge in winter, the 
traverse of Creag Meaghaidh, 
and a good number of 
redoubtable adventures abroad 
and in good company. Another 
much vaster volume could have 
been as adequately filled with 
more great climbs by the author, 
but perhaps that is hardly the 
point ; for Patey was not just 
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a climber of climbs, he was a 
shaper of events. To this end 
he had an ever-expanding file 
of ambitions awaiting the right 
day and, if necessary, the 
right companions. He was a 
creator and fulfiller of dreams 
for himself and others. 
Humour is ever present in the 
articles, but only gradually 
did he come to build articles 
round it. His early writings 
are about climbs. By the 
'sixties, more of them, if not 
all of them, are about climbers, 
while only the most outstanding 
rock features, like the Old Man 
of Hoy, are personalized and 
thereby given a greater part in 
the proceedings. It is the 
competition and friendship 
between climbers which is 
savoured, encouraged and 
engineered, while it remains at 
defensible levels. The 
hypocritical posturings of 
traditional elements in British 
Climbing Society and the multi 
faceted manoeuvres of the new 
professionals in doubting 
collusion with commercialism 
are both lampooned, while the 
morbid predilections of Eiger 
fanaticism at its worst have 
appeal as a subject, and yet are 
decried in their inevitable 
outcome. "Amid this seething 
anthill , one must not overlook 
the importance of Staying 
Alive." 
Egos fall like flies, though a 
few near-heroes survive the 
blast. Even those pricked and 
prodded are a II owed a little 
sanctuary from the author's jibes 
("Caricature is the highest 
form of complement"), but they 
are deprived of grounds for 
retort above all by the fact 
that Patey was not self
righteous : he pilloried himself 
just as much as his 
contemporaries and his enduring 
friends. 
As a climber he had little time 
for technology - the most avid 
practitioners of modern arts are 
subjected to singular scorn -
but great respect for technique. 
To him, aids were the merest of 
means, an evil necessary at 
times, heavy to carry and slow 
to use if one had not lost them 
on the way. Conversely, what 
was all-important was morale. 
An avowed enemy of diffidence, 
he wrote jokes, stories, songs 
and verses that were wider 
ranging, 'more acrid, and less 
printable than the articles which 
form the bulk of the book. The 
songs and verses are thus less 
representative than the latter : 
they only hint at the keenness of 
his wit, tolerated by his 
subjects only because he 

presented them with such 
grace and charm, accompanied 
by the squeeze-box music, in 
circles wide and friendly. If they 
seem less vivid on paper, their 
life and function should be 
recalled. 
Naturally the volume leaves a 
great deal unsaid ; yet it does 
say more than a thousand 
technical manuals. It especially 
underlines the absurdity of 
asking for the rationale behind 
the lunatic occupation of 
mountaineering. 
Paul Nunn 

Mountaineering in the Alps 
An Historical Survey 
by Claire Elaine Engel 
Allen & Unwin: £5.25 
The first edition (1949) of 
A History of Mountaineering in 
the Alps was distinguished by 
its excellent chapters on the 
early history of alpine climbing . 
However, in describing the hard 
alpine face climbing of the 
1930's, Mlle. Engel made a 
sustained and vehement attack 
on the German and Italian 
climbers of the time and their 
'political ' motivation . Such 
extreme views were hardly 
consistent with the objectivity 
that one expects in a work of 
this sort. 
The book has now been 
extensively re -written, to 
bring it up to date. The 
controversial chapter on the 
'30's has been omitted and 
replaced by updated sections 
on most of the major areas of 
modern alpinism. Nevertheless, 
some of the sentiments from the 
earlier book remain, such as 
the condemnation of Welzenbach 
for "evolving a system of 
grading mountains" . 
The readable and informative 
chapters on eighteenth and 
nineteenth century alpine 
climbing have been retained, 
and these are particularly good 
on the early ascents of 
Mont Blanc. 
Interesting chapters are those 
discussing alpine literature and 
the Alps in wartime, although 
even in these sections the 
author's prejudices are evident. 
In the latter, there is one short 
paragraph on the bitter fighting 
in the Eastern Alps during the 
First World War, whereas 
Second World War activities in 
the Western Alps take up the 
whole of the rest of the chapter. 
In her analysis of alpine 
literature, M lie. Engel does 
scant justice to German and 
Austrian writers : Buhl's Nanga 
Parbat Pilgrimage and Harrer's 
White Spider, for example, are 
omitted not only from the 

'analysis', but also from the 
otherwise extensive bibliography. 
However, the author is to be 
complimented on her attention 
to the much neglected field of 
the mountaineering novel. 
Although it is evident that 
Mlle. Engel has made considerable 
research for the chapters on 
modern climbing, it is alarming 
to be confronted with errors of 
detail on almost every page. 
Instances of misspelt names 
are legion, some being almost 
unrecognizable, like Debernardi 
for Berardini ; these may be due 
to poor proof reading, but other 
errors, such as the author's 
apparent confusion between the 
Harlin and the Japanese routes 
on the Eiger, and her belief that 
Peter Gillman (he would be 
flattered) was one of the leading 
Alpinists of the sixties, indicate 
a serious lack of appreciation 
of events in modern climbing . 
Other errors are of a type 
which can only be described 
as careless, as in the chapter 
on alpine literature where Dent 
and Burgener are accredited 
with having made " a long 
siege of the West Face" ( of the 
Dru, in 1878 !). All such errors 
are quite out of place in a book 
which, judged by the self 
imposed standards of its title, 
not to mention its price, should 
be the authoritative history 
of alpine climbing . 
The illustrations, though good, 
are by no means representative, 
seventeen out of twenty-eight 
being of the Mont Blanc range. 
Bob Moulton 

The A1pine Journal 1971 
Edited by Edward Pyatt 
Alpine Club : £ 2.50 (soft cover) 
No climber sensitive to the 
complexity of his sport can 
afford to miss this volume, 
which is worth a clutch of 
expedition books in terms of 
information and even of 
entertainment. 
The range of articles is as 
broad as usual, with rather a 
strong bias towards Himalayan 
expeditions. The big guns 
wheeled out for Annapurna get 
fair coverage, as do the 
Japanese on Makalu and the 
Army expedition to the North 
Face of Annapurna. The style is 
succinct, the emphasis some
what technical , and over all there 
is a fairly sane perspective implicit 
in the allocation of space to these 
expeditions. 
Interspersed with these 
articles are rather bizarre 
historical pieces: a vaguely 
humorous one on Alpine Club 
climbing a hundred years ago ; 
an assessment of the importance 
of some lesser Alpine passes, 



Serious flaws in up-dated Alpine history book. 
American Journals reflect growing bolting controversy. 

especially in periods of milder 
weather ; and the curious (at 
least for me) study of early 
approaches to Everest, which 
reveals that the British Raj 
could be at least as awkward as 
any other bureaucracy when 
faced with something out of the 
ordinary : " He did not care for 
the idea of an expedition until 
the whole of the question of the 
relations between China, India 
and Tibet had been settled". At 
the time, the problem had been 
under debate for fourteen years! 
There are also short articles 
on mountain parachuting and 
atmospheric studies at high 
altitude, and an excellent 
article on frostbite - valuable 
to layman and doctor alike, and 
proffering good practical advice . 
The geographical scope of other 
expeditionary articles ranges 
from South America via Africa 
and Turkey to the Soviet 
Caucasus. Dennis Kemp's 
photograph of El Toro - Anthoine, 
Brown, and company - seems to 
indicate a return to the 
Elizabethan pirate tradition in 
modern mountaineering ; the 
relevance of the Russian girls' 
display of crampon-dancing, on 
the other hand, remains obscure. 
As valuable as the articles are 
the regional notes, reviews and 
other notices which fill almost 
half of this hefty volume. For 
the seeker of new peaks, they 
are indispensible ; for the 
connoisseur of the peculiar 
and eccentric, they are a gold 
mine. Where else could one find 
out about the Emperor 
Maximilian's use of the crampon 
in or about 1517, the use of 
'gimlets and nooses· (etriers) 
to obtain a leg of mutton 
('unfairly' ) in 1859, or, for 
that matter, Larry Penberthy's 
latest brainstorm? More 
seriously, the journal includes 
a useful survey, without 
excessive detail, of recent 
climbing developments at globa l 
level, though this year's 
seemed a little thin on North 
America outside Yosemite. 
Fina fly, the editor is to be 
congratulated on a journal 
which does all this and yet 
returns to the major issues of 
mountaineering, which are so 
often ducked by those who find 
them inconvenient. The 
valedictory address by Charles 
Evans, and Dennis Gray's 
Himalayan Ethic, approach the 
basic question of what 
mountaineering should be about, 
and how it ought to be 
undertaken. Their conclusions 
are very fair, yefboth are 
refreshingly unprepared to 
force other people to accept 

them. Mounta ineering must 
retain its 'spirit', or the 
best reasons for climbing 
mountains will cease to exist. 
Long live the A.C. Journal 
while it continues to re-activate 
such thinking . 
Paul Nunn 

Ascent 1971 
Edited by Allen Steck 
Sierra Club: $3.00 

American Alpine Club 
Journal 1971 
Edited by H. Adams Carter 

Ascent: the best o(material 
printed on the best of material 
- and not an 'ad' in sight. 
It kicks off with a long overdue 
article by Rob Taylor on 
Climbing Down Under. Taylor 
makes Australia sound like a 
rock climber's paradise - if 
you have a healthy sense of 
humour. 
But, no matter what the state 
of health of your humour, H. G. 
Wells' Little Mother up the 
Morderberg , a reprint from a 
1910 edition of Strand 
Magazine , is certain to tickle. 
While preparing for his ascent 
with Little Mother, our novice 
hero becomes unpopular with a 
company of seasoned alpinists. 
"You chaps take these blessed 
mountains too seriously," he 
says, "the old style 
mountaineers went up with 
alpenstocks and ladders and 
light hearts. That's my idea 
of mountaineering ." 
Galen Rowell gives rein to 
some of his philosophy in 
Yosemite's Other Valley -
Hetch Hetchy. Though the 
climbing is similar, it is 
refreshing to hear of an area 
in California other than 
Yosemite. It was beautiful, too, 
until they made it into a 
reservoir . Now it is only deep, 
dark waters and big, bold 
cliffs - ugly. Rowell likes it 
this way, for the tourists don't. 
Still, there are a million areas 
in the Sierra where climbers 
can find peace and solitude, 
whereas the tourists are 
limited to easy access parks. 
Had Hetch Hetchy not been 
dammed, it might even have 
relieved the pressure on The 
Valley. Warren Harding 
(Reflections of a Broken-Down 
Climber) comments : "E litists 
will argue that it is necessary 
to discourage the masses from 
mountain areas . .. How then 
can we expect the support of 
the average citizen in conserva
tion if he is told that 
mountains are too good for 
him, that they should be 
reserved for a minority of 
self-styled 'good guys·?' " 

Harding 's article is clever 
and easy to follow. Straight, 
but individualistic, he has no 
leader. He does things his way. 
On the Wall of the Early 
Morning Light his way meant 
using 300 bolts and 26 days. 
Apropos of bolts, let us refer 
to Messner in Mountain 15. 
" Rock faces are no longer 
overcome by climbing skill , 
but ate humbled, pitch by 
pitch, by methodical manual 
labour". According to Messner, 
such routes should not be 
climbed at all. But Harding 
says that he doesn't give a 
damn for the ethics business : 
why not ladder the route? 
Harding and Caldwell spent 26 
days on a big wall , with three 
storms thrown in - quite an 
achievement in itself! They 
expected a hard time and 
carried appropriate gear. 
Hauling 300Ib. must have 
slowed them up a bit. Maybe 
the wall could have been 
climbed in slicker style, but 
theirs was not the first serious 
attempt. Was their controversia l 
success worse than previous 
failures? 
The controversy continues in 
the current issue of the A.A.J., 
where mention is made of the 
fact that Royal Robbins and 
Don Lauria made the second 
ascent of the wall in 6 days. 
Well, I guess we all expect 
second ascents to go faster. 
In the same issue, T. M . 
Herbert goes on record as 
saying that, when Robbins and 
Lauria chopped the first 300ft. 
of bolts out of the route in their 
5½-day ascent (lost half a day 
somewhere), he (Herbert) 
witnessed the elimination of a 
climb that had lowered the 
standards. If, as I generously 
estimate, Robbins and Lauria 
removed 100 bolts in 300ft., 
then there remain 200 bolts, of 
which I presume they took 
advantage. How long does 
hooking on and moving up take, 
compared with drilling, hooking 
on and moving up? 
Back in Ascent, but still on 
the subject of bolts: Doug 
Tompkins (Second Thoughts on 
Cerro Torre) reduces Maestri 's 
ascent to farce, and suggests 
that it proves that it was 
"immensely unlikely" that 
Maestri and Egger ever reached 
the summit twelve years ago. 
The Torre is also the setting 
for Roio's Peon, another 
masterfully concocted short 
story from Lito Tejada -Flores. 
Just like Nestor's rope, the 
reader is left dangling, which 
is, no doubt, Lita's intention. 
There can be little doubt that 

Ed Ward-Drummond's new route 
on St. John's Head, Orkney, was 
a real trouser-filler, but he 
sure comes over strong (The 
Incubus Hills). At one point he 
feels as if he has been caught 
masturbating in church. Now is 
that really the sort of thing 
we expect to read in a 
respectable magazine like 
Ascent? 
There are photos, too, of 
course - some good, some 
groovy. An artistic layout of 
modest ice climbing 
photographs accompanies Doug 
Robinson 's The Slippery Game, 
and Chouinard's Pocket Guide 
to the Slippery Game. The 
latter gives useful information 
on where to find your ice in a 
variety of areas in the States, 
but the plums are still firmly 
under his hat. Subtle 
encouragement to aspirant ice 
men! 
The Slippery Game is a 
competently handled introduc 
tion to ice climbing, but no one 
seems to be able to put pen 
to paper about ice these days 
without getting involved with 
ethics. The development of new 
tools has meant that a new 
code has to be adhered to as 
well as the ice. 
Robinson quotes J .C. (that's 
the leading Scottish ice climber, 
not the other gentleman) : 
" Step cutting is immoral" . 
Robinson himself says : "It is 
satisfying to look back down 
a gully scratched only by point 
marks and a few screw holes, 
essentially unaltered for the 
next party". Agreed! 
It appears that, by not cutting 
any jugs at all , not even on 
the bulges, we are ensuring 
that subsequent ascents are, 
technically at least, as difficult 
as the first. Surely we may as 
well remove all the pegs and 
fixed rope too, so that everyone 
can have a clean and com 
mendable ascent! But how do 
we conjure up the true first
ascent atmosphere when, given 
the knowledge that it has been 
done before, the psychological 
barrier has been overcome? 
By burning the guide book? 
(Recommended.) 
Fo r a run down of European ice 
climbing techniques, and the 
low down on American 
techniques, with a word or two 
about the man mainly 
responsible - Yvon Chouinard -
turn to the A.A.J. (The Coming 
of Age: Ice-climbing 
Developments in America, by 
James P. McCarthy) . I have 
nothing but admiration for the 
way Americans observe, adapt, 
modify - and improve. Like 
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New Books 

Canadian Interior and 
Avon Gorge guides studied. 

chrome molybdenum alloy steel 
pitons, modern implements are 
going to revolutionize ice 
climbing ideas. Some Britons 
have already tried them out 
and proved their worth with 
fine fast ascents of high grade 
stuff. But there are still a lot of 
old codgers who prefer to use 
their choppers in the traditional 
manner and are very reluctant 
to be persuaded to do it any 
other way! 
But don't be persuaded by 
print, warns David Roberts in 
an amusing article ( The Nine 
Deadly Sins) on the dangers of 
learning your climbing from 
books. Dismissing about six 
publications as mostly rubbish, 
he recommends only Basic 
Rockcraft, Royal Robbins· new 
book. 

A.A.C. Journal: 
" Who needs the American 
Alpine Club?" asks a disgruntled 
Chris Jones in Ascent. Well, 
its Journal is excellent, as usual, 
packed with interesting stuff 
and superb photographs. 
On the first few pages, Tom 
Frost deals clinically with 
Annapurna South Face, and 
Makoto Hara and Masao Asami 
of the Japanese Alpine Club 
describe their expedition's 
ascent of the three-mile South 
Ridge of Makalu, which must 
rank as one of the great 
Himalayan epics. 
The Earthquake in Peru is the 
t itle of an important article to 
which several writers 
contributed . It is almost 
impossible to comprehend the 
magnitude of a catastrophe 
li ke the Peruvian earthquake 
and the subsequent avalanches. 
Contrary to expectations, there 
were not the customary 
t housands of injured to tend. 
People were either crushed under 
falling rubble or buried beneath 
70,000,000 tons of sludge. 
The survivors were left homeless 
and possessionless, and the 
job of clearing, mending and 
rebuilding in an area as remote 
as the Callejon de H uaylas is a 
Herculean undertaking. This 
A.A.J. report pin-points some of 
the immediate problems that 
face relief workers in the area, 
and there are some horrific eye
witness accounts of the 
Huascaran avalanche. 
Naturally, Yosemite is featured 
too, in Charles Kroger's 
account of the Heart Route on 
El Cap, which he did with 
Scott Davis, and in Galen 
Rowell 's enjoyable description 
of the first ascent of the South 
Face of Half Dome. The latter 
route was only accomplished 
after several eventful attempts: 
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Harding and Rowell were the 
main pushers, but Pratt, Faint 
and Chouinard all gave a 
helping hammer. (In the A.A.J ., 
1969, Rowell mentioned that 
"the climb has used 250 pitons 
and 70 bolts so far". But in his 
current summary he only 
mentions 39 bolts. Odd!) 
When I think about the way we 
flip over the discovery of an 
unclimbed 50ft. outcrop in 
this country, I get just a wee 
bit envious when Galen Rowell 
laconically remarks : 
" In 1970 it was quite 
surprising to find the 3,000ft. 
plus, 65° South Face of Lone 
Pine Peak unclimbed by any 
route and less than two miles 
from a serviceable road." He 
describes a series of ascents 
in the new area and a solo 
traverse of Corcoran Towers 
via an impressive list of new 
routes. 
In the remaining articles, 
William Forrest takes you with 
him on a solo ascent by a new 
route on the Diamond Face of 
Long's Peak, Colorado ; Chris 
Jones brings us back to earth 
with an honest-to-goodness, 
classic first ascent of the 
5,000ft. North Face of Mount 
Columbia ; James Wickwire 
describes the first winter ascent 
of the North Face of Mount 
Rainier by a new route, while 
Peter Carman finds it difficult 
to write more than one-and-a
half pages on a 1,000ft. 
completely new, completely ice 
route on the North Face of 
Mount Fay. Describe one ice 
pitch and you describe them all. 
Scientific Research Information 
occupies the next 20 pages, 
and Climbs and Expeditions the 
remaining 160. Plough through 
it if you like, but be warned 
that it will only make you drivel 
with envy. The Americans have 
everything, from the sizzling 
sandstone totems of Arizona to 
the winter wonderland of 
Alaska, with a mere handful of 
hard men leisurely wandering 
around picking the plums 
between trips to South America, 
the Himalayas and the Alps. 
Where is the justice? 
Dave Bathgate 

Climber's Guide to the Interior 
Ranges of British Columbia 
Edited by William L. Putnam 
American Alpine Club: $7.00 
This climbing guide to the 
interior ranges of British 
Columbia is now in its fifth 
edition. Unfortunately, this is 
not as good as it sounds, as far 
as necessary modifications are 
concerned. An attempt to cover 
a range of mountains as 
extensive as the entire 
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European Alps in a single guide 
may have been a feasible 
approach for the original 
editors, Thorington and Palmer, 
in a day when climbing in the 
area was secondary to general 
exploration of the range. 
Nowadays, the position is 
reversed, but there has been no 
corresponding change in 
editorial policy. The inadequacy 
of the route descriptions is 
particularly evident in a group 
such as the Bugaboos where, for 
example, the description of the 
regular route on Snowpatch 
Spire is a previous editor's 
attempt to interpret a journal 
account of the first ascent. 
Elsewhere, readers interested 
in a particular route are advised 
to consult the relevant journal 
for further information. This is 
hardly the work of a 
conscientious editor; either that, 
or the editors are woefully 
ignorant about why most people 
buy guide books in the first place. 
Information on approaches to 
climbs is also barely adequate : 
just as a climber in the 
Bugaboos learns not to rely on 
the route descriptions, so a 
visitor to a remote group learns 
to accept the guide book only 
after checking with local 
forestry or logging camp 
officials who can often give 
up-to-date information on roads 
or tracks in the area. 
The many photographs in the 
new volume are of some value, 
yet photographs cannot make 
up for a generally inadequate 
text. It is to be hoped that the 
American Alpine Club, before it 
publishes any more guide books, 
will take note of the fact that 
the format of past editions is 
not necessarily suited to 
today's needs. 
Bugs McKeith 

Rock Climbs in the 
Avon Gorge 
by Brian Wyvill and Ray Evans 
University of Bristol 
Mountaineering Club: 75p 

Its lack of large features makes 
the Avon Gorge a difficult crag 
to describe ; Wyvill and Evans 
have made as good a job of it 
as one might reasonably expect, 
although they are not helped by 
the diagrams. 
Extensive regrading is the 
keynote of the guide. The 
verbal grades of many of the 
routes (e.g. Malbogies, The 
Corpse, Bonbogies and Indecent 
Exposure) have been demoted, 
and virtually all the old 5b 
pitches have been scaled down 
to 5a. This brings them closer 
to Welsh standards, but hardly 
makes them comparable to 

sandstone grades, despite the 
guide's claims. 
The authors have possibly been 
over-zealous in their reformation : 
some quite serious routes have 
plunged down to VS. Conversely, 
the guide seems to maintain a 
rather warped view of what 
constitutes a real 5a pitch. 
Using Cloggy as a yardstick, one 
might compare Malbogies to the 
slab pitches of Narrow Slab (4c) 
but hardly to White Slab (5a) . 
The route is serious enough, 
though; many would claim that 
it should still be HVS. 
Thus many of the gradings can 
feel very tough on first 
acquaintance. Avon demands a 
technique which is very much 
its own and does not compare 
easily with other areas, 
sandstone or otherwise. A 
rider to this effect would 
perhaps help to put the 
gradings in context for 
strangers to Bristol. 
There are a couple of other 
omissions. Most surprising is 
that of the description of the 
Old Girdle of Main Wall. 
Whilst overshadowed by 
Equator it is nevertheless a 
good climb in its own right . 
Also missing is a directive 
that in situ pitons should be 
left in place. Climbs in the 
Gorge rely heavily on pegs for 
both belays and runners, and 
both rock and security are 
badly eroded by their repeated 
insertion and removal. 
The text itself, though fluent, is 
difficult to read : the typeface is 
rather small, presumably in 
order to reduce the size and 
hence the price of the guide, and 
it is set on grey paper. Surely it 
would have been possible to 
choose a colour that did not 
sacrifice clarity for graphic 
effect? 
Technical criticism apart, the 
lighter aspects of the guide 
strike a welcome note. There are 
several amusing touches : dark 
references to a Phantom Bolter, 
whimsical climb titles like 
Rock and Two Veg. , and a 
surprising revelation : 'The Arete 
has had only four million 
ascents; yet recently, on one 
of these, it was considered 
necessary to place a bolt -
making Avon Gorge Britain's 
only cliff with a bolted Diff.' 
Things have come to a pretty 
pass down Bristol way. 
Dave Pearce 

New Climbs 1971 
Mountain's plans to produce this 
have been curtailed in favour of 
the projected B.M.C. effort. 
New routes should be sent to 
Tony Moulam at the B.M.C. 



Letters 
Though the Highland Glen may no longer echo to the clash of the 
claymore and the skirt of the pipes, clan warfare, it would appear, is by 
no means a lost art. In publishing (in all innocence) Paul Nunn's 
review of Hamish Mclnnes's latest book ('Mountain 18'), we seem to 
have precipitated something on the lines of a minor skirmish. We 
received the following communications as a result: 

The Real Macinnes 

Dear Sir, 
Paul Nunn's review of Hamish 
Maclnnes's new Scottish guides 
This review seems to me to be 
unfortunate in two ways : it 
paints an unfair and inaccurate 
picture of the Scottish 
Mountaineering Club and Trust 
in particular, and Scottish 
climbers in general, and it 
grossly over values Maclnnes's 
guidebooks. As I have been 
concerned with Scottish 
guidebook publication for some 
years, and am now custodian of 
our primary source of 
information about new routes, 
the S.M .C.J., I feel obliged to 
defend our record. 
Nunn implies that there is a 
tradition of 'mystery and 
obscurantism ' in Scottish 
climbing, that 'no one will say 
where the climbs are'. Yet the 
first of the home clubs to 
publish guidebooks was th e 
S.M.C. - contemporary with 
Haskett-Smith 's little guides to 
England and Wales. Since then, 
we have revised these guides 
three times, most of our rock
climbers' guides have gone 
through two editions, and third 
editions of our Skye and 
Glencoe guides are planned. In 
addition , the S.M .C.J. covers all 
new routes submitted to it. Of 
course if Scottish climbers do 
not submit new routes for 
publication, then the charge 
will stand. But when we examine 
those climbs included in 
Maclnnes's guides but not in the 
'offii::ial' publications, we find 
that, of the 35 such routes in 
Volume I, all were climbed by 
Macinnes himself! Of the 19 in 
Volume II, four were by 
Macinnes and the remaining 
15 by English parties. So the 
only Scot who should be 
'sharpening his claymore' 
because the allegedly congenial 
'mystery and obscurantism' have 
been dispelled is Macinnes 
himself. One doubts if he bears 
himself sufficient ill-will to 
follow Nunn 's advice! 

Nunn later states that 'only a 
millionaire and a connoisseur 
could acquire all the information 
.. . in these little volumes·, also 
remarking that 'the official 
series' is 'neither complete nor 
up-to-date'. Of course, this 
is an unattainable standard, as 
anyone involved with guidebooks 
will surely acknowledge and in 
any case, only our guides to 
parts of the Northern Highlands 
and Cairngorms can be described 
as out-of-date. Clearly 
Maclnnes's books will soon be 
out-of-date, and do not even 
pretend to be complete, so what 

on earth is Nunn accusing us of? 
As to the first point, the cost of 
obtaining up-to-date information 
about all Scottish climbs is 
about £20 ; and back numbers of 
the S.M .C.J . for the last 10 
years (except 1967) are about 
50p each. The cost to the climber, 
then, is rather less than that 
of a tent. Perhaps Nunn believes 
that 'only a millionaire and a 
connoisseur' can afford a tent. 
One last point of information, 
which English climbers seem 
unable to grasp, is that our 
guides are not published jointly 
with West Col. The financial 
risk is borne entirely by the 
S.M .T., and all the planning and 
preparation is done by S.M .T. 
officials and Scottish climbers ; 
West Col, who supervise 
printing, distribution and sales, 
are thus in no way responsible 
for the alleged inadequacies of 
our guidebooks. 

Turning now to Nunn's 
evaluation of Maclnnes's books, 
this is so blatantly misleading 
that one can only wonder at his 
motives in writing such a 
review. The guides are organized 
pictorially; climbs are not 
related to the mountain on 
which they lie, but to the 
photograph which depicts them. 
Nunn calls this 'a neat 
compromise solution which may 
well point the way to future 
development'. Let us see how 
it aids the selection and 
presentation of climbs. The 
former problem is solved by 
Maclnnes's allowing his stock of 
photographs to determine which 
climbs are described. Simila r 
'solutions' would be, for 
example, describing those climbs 
whose names begin with A, or 
those visible from Maclnnes's 
house, or any other absurd 
procedure. Macinnes himself 
honestly remarks: 'ma ny good 
climbs have been omitted and 
some of doubtful quality 
included'. That is, he does not 
himself consider that he has 
solved the problem of selection . 
As to presentation , only a 
lunatic would be happy with the 
arrangement of the climbs: for 
example, the handful of climbs 
seen from Maclnnes's house is 
described in three separate 
places in the text, without any 
cross-reference. Let us be clear 
about what this means. A 
climber coming fresh to a crag 
armed with Maclnnes's guides 
must leaf through the guide, 
identify all the photographs of the 
cliff (they are not indexed!), 
relate them to the crag, inter
relate the various dotted lines, 
and then 'a ll' he has to do is 
read off the number of the 

TROLL WALL POSTER (23"x17") 
This is a black and white enlargement of the illustration 

on page 33 of this magazine. 
Send a postal order or cheque for 30p to 

Ben Campbell-Kelly, 23 Kersal Road, Manchester. 

Wholesale enquiries welcome. 

photograph and the number of 
his chosen dotted line and 
locate the description using this 
code. This is the solution which 
Mr. Nunn calls 'neat'. Other 
proofs of how well it works are 
seen in the apparent migration 
of Ben Lui to Glencoe, the 
Strone Ulladale climbs to 
Creag Dubh Dhibadail , and so on . 

Nunn. then considers Maclnnes's 
selection of climbs which he says 
is 'endlessly debatable' but 
'near the optimum'. In my view, 
and that of most Scottish 
climbers with whom I have 
discussed the books, it is better 
described as 'near the pessimum', 
and any debate may be ended 
in very short order. 
For example, practically every 
Scottish climb by Macinnes or 
his dead friends Clough , 
MacArtney and Patey is 
included . As a cursory glance 
through the Glencoe section 
reveals, many of these routes 
(particularly Maclnnes's) are 
rubbishy winter climbs never 
likely to be repeated - except 
possibly by pupils at the 
Glencoe School of Winter 
Climbing every ten years or so 
when something like winter 
conditions obtain there. The 
omissions are equally weird. 
For example, in Glencoe again , 
an acknowledged classic like the 
North Face Route on Central 
Buttress, Buachaille, is left out, 
as are superb modern routes like 
the Nose of Gearr Aonach and 
Carnivore on Buachaille. 

Nunn concludes by arguing 
incoherently in favour of 
Maclnnes's grading system, 
which Is (a) used by no one 
else in Britain and (b) the exact 
opposite of the system employed 
in the S.M.T.'5 publications. 
Nunn considers this approach 
provides 'fair insurance against 
long-term obsolescence'. 
Whatever one thinks of this, it 
certainly guarantees short-term 
incomprehensibility. 

Finally, a few words about 
Macinnes himself. Always 'his 
own man', he has even, at 
times, seemed to strive for 
idiosyncrasy against all reason . 
For example, in his early days 
he championed artificial 
climbing in summer and winter 
to such an extent as to use 
artificial methods on pitches 
which he could surely have 
climbed free (and which have 
now been freed) . His decision to 
use text to illustrate photographs, 
and to employ a grading 
system diametrically opposed 
to the existing one, should be 
seen as just another Macinnes 
idiosyncrasy. Most Scottish 

Lecture also available. 

climbers however, turn a blind 
eye to these occasional wild 
aberrations, knowing that 
Macinnes is a generous and 
good-hearted man, and an 
extremely tough, resourceful 
and skillful climber. Furthermore, 
we climb in the sure knowledge 
that if something comes 
unstuck, Macinnes will be there 
to bail us out - a dedicated 
rescuer whose technical 
knowledge and skill in the field 
are unequalled in Britain . 
However, having written these 
extraordinary guides Macinnes 
would do well to ponder the 
possible consequences. I think 
it not unlikely that in future 
years he may find himself 
rescuing climbers who are on 
the wrong climb, on the wrong 
crag, and even on the wrong 
mountain, as a consequence of 
using the wrong guidebook. 
Yours sincerely, 
Robin N. Campbell 

Undertaking to compile a 
selected climbs guide is like a 
self-appointed invitation to 
place one's head on the 
chopping block. If one has the 
temerity to publish one on 
Scotland it can be guaranteed 
further treatment by the verbal 
mincer of the Scottish 
Mountaineering Trust. Is it 
because he regrets being born 
after the age when his ancestors 
called socially on Glencoe to 
inflict the rule of fire and sword 
that Robin Campbell descends 
from his mountains of MSS to 
wield a blunted pencil? 
It would be imprudent, to say 
the least, for me to intervene 
or referee in the Campbell / Nun n 
' Battle of the Trust'. Though a 
member of the august S.M.C., 
and indebted to them for 
supplying material for my 
Guides, I don't feel honour-bound 
to take sides in this particular 
issue. 
I must, however, encroach on 
Nunn's territory to launch out 
at Campbell's double thrust 
concerning the pictorial layout 
of the guides. They are, he says, 
lacking in cross references ... 
I suppose that when one is 
using a limited number of line 
drawings such references, cross 
or otherwise, may be necessary, 
but what better reference is there 
than the mountain itself and 
photographs of it to orientate 
oneself? The Aonach Eagach 
Ridge, which he quotes as an 
example, is some three miles 
long and constructed in such 
gargantuan proportions that how 
anyone could possibly miss it, 
or fail to relate the photographs 
to it, is beyond my compre-
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IS COMING 

hension. I think that Robin 
Campbell would be well 
advised to look in his own 
literary backyard and note how 
much detailed information is 
given in the S.M.C. Buachaille 
guide to help a stranger find 
his way to the climbs with any 
degree of certainty. 
I see, too, that I stand accused 
of moving mountains - at least 
from Robin Campbell's permitted 
demarcations. Such condensation 
is necessary in books such as 
these to save space, but perhaps 
he is suggesting that I publish 
further guides for these outlying 
areas at another £1 .75 each. 
It is pointless to enter into 
any argument about the contents 
of a selected climbs guide. 
Obviously, they were discussed 
at great length by many 
climbers before going to the 
printers. But these publications 
are not, as Robin Campbell seems 
to think, destined to be out of 
date, for not only will they be 
reprinted at intervals, but new 
and alternative routes will be 
included ; so it looks as if he 
will have to keep his pencil 
sharpened (with a claymore) for 
future battles. 
I have been found guilty of 
having included practically 
every climb made in Scotland by 
myself and my three dead 
friends. This doesn't seem 
consistent with his earlier 
accusations about the hoarding 
of information. As a matter of 
fact, these routes are only some 
of the climbs done by us, 
especially in Glencoe and 
N.W. Scotland . The so-called 
'rubbishy routes' have of course 
never been done by Robin 
Campbell . Some of these are 
very hard indeed by any 
standard ; the other lower routes, 
which I presume he has in mind, 
provide fine alternatives when 
the higher gullies are out of 
condition and dangerous. Even 
before the publication of the 
guides many of these routes 
were enjoyed by dozens of 
parties of private individuals. I 
feel that such bad weather 
alternatives should be included, 
when possible, in any guide 
dealing with winter climbing . If 
nothing else, it will give rescue 
team members more free time. 
Campbell's statement also contains 
the veiled suggestion that such 
routes are only suited for pure 
beginners (perhaps such people 
shouldn't be considered?) or 
incompetents attending winter 
climbing courses. He doesn't 
seem to realise that on some of 
the advanced courses the lowest 
rock climbing standard of a 
pupil is often HVS. 
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The pillage is very thorough . 
There is also an attempt to 
avalanche with wrath and 
derision the grading system 
used. He doesn't mention that 
this system was put forward by 
the International Union of 
Alpine Clubs to try to get some 
uniformity into the weird and 
wonderful grading systems now 
being used in various countries. 
In the criticism one senses the 
old Celtic nationalistic spirit ..• 
whatever it is, I'm agin it! 
I see that, in this bold and long 
epistle, reference to the 
dastardly piton couldn't be 
resisted . With the regularity of 
hammer blows this same gambit 
is used against anyone who has 
done artificial routes over the 
years. ' Prudance Chock came 
along and did the route free 
(ten years later). He used only 
twenty runners' a rock 
correspondent reports ... Five 
years later Nekki Thrutchi from 
the Accidental School of Alpine 
Studies comes along and 
astounds the climbing world by 
doing the route in plastic 
snowshoes without bindings ... 
and so on ad infinitum. All the 
routes that Campbell refers to 
were done as alpine training . 
Ian Clough and Doug Scott, 
too, fell foul of the piton witch 
hunters of the establishment ; 
I trust that Doug's forthcoming 
book will lay this ghost. 
However, I see that in following 
Campbell's red herrings I, too, 
digress. 
I cannot but admire the 
psychological strategy of the 
astute Mr. Campbell : after 
ensuring that I am well and 
truly through his mincer and 
reposing in a pleasant little 
heap, he suggests that there is 
some good in Macinnes after all. 
But his implication is that I 
should stick to climbing and 
rescuing, leaving chaps like 
himself alone and not bothering 
them with 'weekend supplement 
guides'. 
In conclusion, and in the fashion 
of the Hon. Editor of the 
S.M .C.J., I would like to say 
that Robin is a good chap and 
takes his job seriously, but when 
occasion demands he does 
rouse himself to wield his ice 
axe, or to take up arms against 
that old foe the English or, on 
a more local and tribal basis, 
against a fellow Scot. 
Perhaps one of these days I may 
come across Mr. Campbell 
benighted on some lonely crag 
in Glencoe searching for cross 
references to get to Clachaig Inn . 
Yours, etc., 
Hamish Macinnes 



NO PRIZIS!· 
When Goose Down warmth 
really counts - you can bet 
that Joe Brown is not the 
only experienced 
mountaineer who chooses 
POINTFIVE. 

for guessing 
who prefers a 
really first class 
Goose Down 
Duvet. 

(The photo shows Joe on his El 
Toro expedition) 

The Pointfive Expedition Models 
- Duvet and Sleeping Bag -
combine the lightness and 
warmth only achieved with 

FOR SALE IN SNOWDONIA 
Large House suitable for Outdoor Activity Centre or Club Accommodation. 
Condition good : water and electricity. Llanberis 4mi. Ogwen 10mi. £3000 O.N.O. 
59 Castle Road, Salisbury, Wilts . 

THE SUMMERS OF '61 AND '62 
An illustrated lecture by Chris Bonington at York House, Twickenham, Middlesex. 
Tuesday, February 15th at 8.30 p.m. Tickets 40p from YHA shops or Pindisports, or 
from: N. Dare, 20 Grove Gardens, Teddington, Middlesex. 

Young Man 25 years, likes Mountains/ Fresh Air. Has Rock-Climbing experience 
(wishes to gain more) . Has nine years engineering experience. Seeks work, anything 
to do with mountaineering or outdoor pursuits. Willing to travel. All letters answered. 
B. Webb, 13 Weatheroak Road , Sparkhill, Birmingham 11. 

INSTRUCTORS NEEDED 

for beginners and intermediate grade courses run by the 
YHA and based at Pen-y-Pass. Dates from March 25th to 
September. Write for details and an application form to : 

R. v_ Davis, YHA Climbing Holidays Department 

Trevelyan House, St. Albans, Herts. 

America's most compre
hensive line of down-in
sulated sleeping bags. 
Known for superior design 
and workmanship. See at 
your local shop or write for 
catalog : 

TEMPCO, 
414 FIRSTS ., 
SEATTLE, WA. 98104 
U.S .A. 

New Goose Down filling, 
covered in tough Ripstop Nylon. 

Ask at your climbing shop to see 
our latest illustrated catalogue -
or send direct for your copy to :-

POINTFIVE 
DOWN CLOTHING & EQUIPMENT 

Banton & Co. Ltd., Meadow Lane, Nottingham 

CLIMB OUT OF 
YOUR ARMCHAIR 
Join an Exploration and Travel Expedition. 
Any one of these 1972 expeditions could suit 
your abilities and ambitions. 

Expedition Date Cost from : Leader 

Hindu Kush July £315 (UK) 1100 (U S) Ian Rowe 

Kulu Himalaya Sept. £350 (UK) 1150 (US) Dan Stewart 

Andes (C. Blanca) July £390 (UK) S780 ( US) Dave Bathgate 

Greenland, W est July/ Aug . £220 (UK) 750 (US) Graham Tiso 

Greenlanci; N .E. July/ Aug . £200- £230 (UK) Alan Gay 

USA, Cascades July/ Aug. £250 (UK) Malcolm Slesser 

Expeditions are generally limited to seven persons and 
include: air travel , local transport, food, accommodation and 
leader. For details write to: Malcolm Slesser, Exploration and 
Travel Ltd ., 1100 Pollokshaws Road, Glasgow S1, Scotland. 
North American clients should contact him at: 103 Spruce 
Way, Ithaca, N .Y. 14850 (tel. 607 .273.5348) 

EXPLORATION AND TRAVEL LTD. 
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Model Thunderbird one 
of three basic designs, 
supplied in any of 
eleven shaft lengths. 

ALL METAL ICE AXES - INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
£5.75 for one and £5.35 for five or more (this offer is open 
until 28th February 1972). Set of protective guards £0.65. Plus 
postage and packing including insurance £0.45, C.O.D. £0.25. 

Send s.a.e. for catalogue and newsletter to: 

MOUNTAIN SAFETY RESEARCH INC. 
35 Progress Road, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex. 

A NEW CLIMBING SHOP IN MATLOCK! 

THE BIVOUAC 
Write, telephone or call for a catalogue 

Clothing and equipment for 
mountaineering, rock-climbing, lightweight 

camping, caving and walking 

56 NORTH PARADE, MATLOCK BATH, 
MATLOCK, DERBYSHIRE. 

Telephone Matlock 3750 
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INSIGHT INTO SALEWA CRAMPONS 
Salewa Crampons are made from hot-rolled, chrome-molybdenum 
steel and heat treated in a modern, electronically controlled 
stove system. 

This is why there have been no reports of breakage for a long /lme 
and bending in use has been eliminated following a tightening up 
of control systems. 

Salewa Crampons are probably the only ones in the world 
individually tested to ensure correct heat treatment. They are th e 
first crampons to be fitted with ultra -strong weldless rings. 

This is why you can rely on them. 

The points on Salewa Crampons are specially designed and 
positioned to give the best grip under widely varying conditions. 
The front points avoid unwanted leverage in mixed climbing . 

This is why you w ill not suffer excessive muscle strain using 
Salewa crampons. 

Salewa Crampons are made in a modern factory using the most 
advanced die stamping tools and machines. 

This is why they are moderately priced. 

THE REDESIGNED CHOUINARD-SALEWA 
CRAMPON 
Chouinard chose Salewa to make his ultra light, fully adjustable 
rigid crampons because he knew that he could rely on them to 
apply strict quality control standards and modern production 
techniques. Have a look at these new crampons before buying ; 
you may find they are the versatile rigid crampons you have been 
dreaming of, for ice and mixed climbing . 

American and European climbing and engineering experts have 
produced the top crampon. 

SALEWA 
8 Munchen 15, Thalkirchnerstrasse 47, W.Germany 

• LLAMA WEAR 
INSOLES 
COMBAT 

COLD FEET 
at last the answer to cold boots tested on 

major expeditions Everest - Annapurna and in the 
Alps tor ¾ inch thickn ess - 50p. per pair post 

free. Send boot size and remittance to th e makers : 

LLAMAWEAR 52 ST ANNES RD EAST, 
LYTHAM ST ANNES, LANCS . 



.nev s»ort · 
. :Fort Wilham tel.3245 

America's Finest Rock Group ..... . 

Attention mountaineering 
retailers : 

Sole Distributor of MOUNTAIN 
in United States and Canada 

__,,,,.WE~ 
mounta1neeran9 

11930 w , olymp1c blvd ., los angelei 

t 

Climbing 
courses 

This year the YHA's 7-day rock 
climbing courses are based on 
the magnificent new "special" 
hostel at Pen y Pass, in the 
heart of Snowdonia. Beginners 
from March 25th to September 
30th; intermediate from July 8th 
to August 26th. 

Write for Adventure Holidays brochure. 

YHA 
Dept. M71, Trevelyan House, St. Albans, Herts. 
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SCOTT ISH COUNCIL OF PHYSICAL RECREATION 

ROCK 
CLIMBING 
AT 
GLENMORE 
LODGE 

THE NATIONAL OUTDOOR RECREATION CENTRE 

Our winter climbing courses are fully booked for this year. 
In mid-May our summer programme of rock-climbing and 
aid-climbing courses begins. This year we are offering 
two basic courses and a ratio of one instructor to two 
students will be maintained on all climbing days. The course 
costs are fully inclusive of instruction, food and 
accommodation and in-course transport. 

Rock Climbing 
A week long introduction to Rock Climbing. After 
preliminary training on local crags, visits will be made to 
major crags in the area, the Shelter Stone, Creag Dubh of 
Newtonmore or Ben Nevis. The aim of the course is to have 
beginners leading Moderate/Difficult climbs by the end 
of the week, according of course to ability. 

Artificial Climbing 
An introduction to the world of peg climbing, to the 
Yosemite technique as well as to the traditional European 
system. All pitons, hammers and etriers will be provided free 
of charge. Candidates for this course should have previous 
climbing experience to Difficult standard. Visits will be 
paid to major crags. 

If you are interested in a one week course at the Lodge 
write for our Summer 1972 Brochure which includes 
information about course dates and prices and also details 
about our sailing, canoeing and field studies courses. 

Write to: 
The Scottish Council of Physical Recreation 
Bookings Department, 
4 Oueensferry Street, 
Edinburgh EH2 4PB 
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The Roman Wall - one good reason 
for visiting this area. 

We're another very good reason!! 
The specialists in quality, choice 

and dependability. 
If you cannot visit - why not write? 

34 Dean Street, Newcastle. Telephone: 22139 

BRYANTS OUTDOOR CENTRE 
CLIMBING LECTURES 1972 
Monday 31st Jan. 
THE TROLL WALL Brian Wyvill on a spectacular climb in 
Norway during 1971 

Monday 13th Mar. 
ARCTIC ADVENTUR ES 
Baffin Island 1971. 

Lectures begin at 7.30 p.m. in 
The YMCA Hall, Trenchard Street, 
opposite the Outdoor Centre 

Tickets 35p each, 3 for £1.00 

Doug Scott and wall climbs on 

Obtainable from A, /\ 
BRYANT'S -_.... __ .., __ __, 

rnrnurnrnrnwcENTRE 
COLSTON STREET, BRISTOL 1 , TEL . 23166 

BECK CRAMPON STRAPS will NOT stretch! ... will 
NOT ice up! . .. Fasten tightly and you will never have 
to adjust again ... used by Annapurna South Face 
Manufacturer of the Famous CHOUINARD CRAM PON STRAPS 

Write for FREE Catalogue and Sample of Neoprene Nylon 

==== BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS==== 
BOX 3061 • SOUTH BERKELEY , CALIFORNIA U.S. A. 



Sherpa Millet Rucksacks 

Recommended by Walter Bonatti, 
Rene Desmaison, Reinhold Messner 

Compagnie des Guides and E.N.S.A. in Chamon ix. 

Supplied to 123 world -wide expeditions. 

Available from all good mountaineering shops. 

sAc s tt1~11111111111L 11l 111111c111r 
Boite Postale 109 74 ANNECY, le, France 

C-C-Cold? 
Not with gear from YHA Services! Down

lined duvets, sub-zero sleeping bags, 
mountain tents, mountaineering skis, hardware 
for ice climbing .... they're all in our illustrated 

catalogue Equipment for Climbers and Cavers. 

Write for your free copy, or visit one of our shops. 

.. . 
liii....-.JYHA Services 
29 John Adam Street, London WC2N 6JE 
35 Cannon Street, Birmingham B2 5EE 
36/38 Fountain Street, Manchester M2 2BE 

REACH THE 
SUMMITS 

The Austrian Alpine Club 
owns over 600 huts in 

the Austrian Alps in which 
members receive a 50% 

reduction on accommodation 
and preferential allocation; 

meals are available. 
Mountain rescue insurance 

for Austria is included 
in membership and is 

available at a supplementary 
fee for those climbing 

elsewhere. The Club organises 
hut-to-hut tours, rock 

and ice courses ied by qualified 
guides, and several special 

arrangements including 
independent touring 

for members planning their 
own routes. 

For fi1rther details -
send off the coupon. .-- -----, 

The Austrian Alpine Club, 

1 
I 

r24 Finchley Rd, London NW3 5JA I 
T elephone 01-435 7181 

N ame ....... .... .... .................................... ..... .. ..................... ............. .. ........................ I I Address ..................... ........................................... .. ................ ................. I 
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Professional ehoiee ... 
THE NORTH COL sleeping bag, warm, practical and 

portable, is professionally made to exacting standards. 

1. Fairy down bags 
are exported to 14 
countries each with 
widely varying and 
often rigorous clim 
atic conditions. 

2. The filling is blended 
from the world 's most 
carefully chosen down 
to give added loft 
and greater comfort, 
features that establish 
this bag as one of the 
warmest and I ightest 
yet made. 

3. Commended by Hil 
lary and Tensing, in an 
unsolicited statement 
after the 1953 ascent 
of Everest, as " the best 
that can be obtained 
anywhere in the world '. ' 
Many of the world 's 
leading expeditions 
have endorsed this 
statement by their con
tinued use . 

The North Col bag is designed to roll up firm
ly and compactly into a built-in carry pouch 
... which is also convenient for holding extra 
clothing and serving as a pillow. • 

4 . Fairy down technol 
ogy has been developed 
scientifically , and from 
the practical experience 
of over 40 leading ex 
peditions to the cold 
est , severest climates of 
the world . 

5. Fairy down bags 
served in the Arctic, 
for 18 months con
tinually , with the 
successfu I 1968-69 
British Trans-Arctic 
Expedition. 

Evenly and generously filled with 100% pure down and feather down, and firmly 
stitched in chevron type compartments for even retention of heat. Rip stop nylon 
outer and tough wearing cambric inner. The North Col sleeping bag brings light
weight warmth and comfort in normal conditions, PLUS the safety margin you 
need if bad weather closes in. 
Sir Edmund Hillary's comments: "They 
excel at sea level or at 28,000 feet on Ever
est, and I don't think there is much doubt 
they are the finest bags that can be obtained 
anywhere." Fai DOWN 

SLEEPING 
BAGS Sherpa Tensing Norgay's comments: "They 

performed very well indeed and my sleeping 
bag was the best I had ever used." 
Statements made in Dunedin New Zealand, 
in August 1971. Internationally renowned products of Arthur Ellis & Co . Ltd ., New Zealand. 

U. K. STOCKISTS 

ABERDEEN F.Diack & Son.• ACTON Pindisports. AMBLESIDE Frank Davis. BIRMINGHAM Frank 
Davis. Youth Hostels Assn. CAPEL CURIG Joe Brown. CROYDON Pindisports. EDINBURGH 
Graham Tiso. GLASGOW Greaves. Bob Finnie Sports. KESWICK George Fisher. LEEDS Centresport. 
LIVERPOOL Ellis Brigham. LLANBERIS Joe Brown. LONDON Pindisports. Youth Hostels Assn. 
MANCHESTER Ellis Brigham. Youth Hostels Assn. NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE L.D.Mountain Centre. 
NOTTINGHAM Roger Turner. SHEFFIELD Bryan G.Stokes. 



I #~-#aNM I Polar Suit. 
A new and better way of dressing 

-for climbers and ramblers! 
These garments combine comfort and warmth with 
full freede>m of movement when climbing or walking 

. In the hills - even in driving snow and temperatures 
far below zero. 

The Helly-Hansen Polar Suit replaces the many 
layers of clothing previously used in low tempera
tures. The soft pile is worn next to the skin and re
sults in an insulating layer of air which provides 
healthy and dry warmth. If worn underneath wind
and waterproof outer clothing, it keeps the wearer 
warm under the most severe conditions without 
restricting his freedom of movement. Moreover it is 

extremely hardwearing and durable. 
Helly-Hansen Polar Suits are available as One

piece Suits, Pullovers, Jackets and Trousers. 
Helly-Hansen Fibre Pile Socks and Mittens 

with the same outstanding warmth properties 
complete the outfit. 

The Hally-Hansen Fibre Pile garments are 
the obvious choice of all who want to 

be warm and comfortably dressed. 

v.v., "~ .,,.IIIIJ'M . ·-·-·,_.ll~,.li. J 
-of .Vorway 

Polar Suit 
Hally-Hansen (UK) Ltd. 
12, Ronald Close 
Kempston, Beds. 
Tel. : Kempston 2611 
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The under-cover story from Blacks 
The 'Mountain ' Tent perhaps the best known of all 
Blacks specialised tents has been used in most major 
expeditions. The Mountain Tent has been chosen 
for the latest 'Cerre Torre' climb. The tent has a 
triangular tunnel entrance, broad snow valance, 
sewn-in groundsheet and angle poles. It is available 
in either 'Protex 3' or 'Stormpruf orange or fawn 
materials. 
' Protex 3' weight 13 lb. £26. 
'Stormpruf weight 15 lb. £37.50. 
The ingenious designed 'Mountain' Flysheet, clips 
on with ease giving greater wind and weather 
resistant qualities. 'Protex 3' material , weight 7¾ lb. 
£18.75. 

The 'Tromso' a new sleeping bag 
introduced for this year, has been 
designed with the climber in 
mind . One of the 'Arctic ' 
range of sleeping bags the 
'Tromso' has a new 
superb quality Goose/ 
Duck down filling , and 
a blue nylon all 
quilted down-proof 
cover. Weight only 
2 lb. 6 oz. £13.75. 

Bergans Rucsacs. A 
whole range of these 
world-famous Norweg
ian Rucsacs are avail
able to suit every 
purpose. Prices range 
from £9.60 for the 
'Economy' model ideal 
for ramblers to the 
'Alpinist' for expedition 
climbing at £24.90. 

' Millarmitt' for mountain
eers and rock-climbers, is 
an ingenious, fingerless, 
mitt of abrasion resistant 
an~ proofed wool. £1.50 per 
pair. 

Bl k .---------------...... 
17.6. a C S I Tick for ca talogue(s) required. I 

L_j~ I Please send my FREE 1972 Blacks of Greenock Catalogue lJ I 
of Gree n~c k I Please reserve my FREE Blacks of Greenock Climbing Supplement~ I 

Head Office I I 
. NAM E 

Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire , PA14 5XN I I 
and Ruxley Corner, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 5AQ I ADD RESS 

Branches at: London, Bir111ingham, Bristol, Edinburgh ( opening I 
April '72), Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Nott1ngha111 ·I 88 B 
Sheffield, Stoke-on-Trent and Sutton, Su rrey. I L _______________ J 



don't judge your 
equipment on the face of it! 

choose the gear that won't let you down 
Another evolution in climbing. It seems to happen 

every time we bring out a new catalogue. 
Copies are already with the climbers we know. Write for yours to-day. 

. Both gear and clothing are at prices climbers can afford. 
Just compare. Revolutions do happen, but only after you have 

missed an edition of our catalogue. 

IWSBRIGHAI 
MANCHESTER (Post Department) 
6-14, CATHEDRAL ST. M4 3FU TEL: 061-834 0161 
LIVERPOOL 
73, BOLD ST. LIVERPOOL. TEL: 051 -709 6912 
CAPEL CURIG 
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Fisher 
POSTAL SERVICE 

Borrowdale Road, Keswick 
Tel: 72178 

The New 'Tenson' 
Jacket for Winter. 
Lined throughout 
with fleece Ii ni ng, 
detachable and · 
fully waterproof. 

Send for one on 
Seven Days 
Approval. 
We post anywhere ! 

Price £24 

THE TENSON JACKET 
New from Sweden, the coat 
to combat the cold. 
In Orange or Dark Green. 
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