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chouinard/salewa crampons 

Made by SALEWA of.Munich to CHOUINARD~design. 
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Chouinard Equipment 
from Graham Tiso 

Pitons : 
Knifeblade Standard 58p 
Knifeblad e Thick 58p 
Bugaboo short and long 70p 
Angle, ½" wedg e 46p 
Angle, ¾" wedge 46p 
Angle, ¾" standard 50p 
Angle, 1" 54p 
Angle, 1 - ¼" 62p 
Angle, 1 - ½" 78p 

Chouinard Ice Axe with 
hickory shaft. 55, 65, 70 
and 75cm. lengths £10.50 
Alpine Hammer £6 .50 
Chouinard / Salewa crampons £9.45 
Chouinard / Salewa karabiner £1.22 
Hexentrics sizes 1 - 7 per set £2.50 
Hexentrics sizes 8 - 10 per set £1 .70 
Stoppers sizes 1 - 4 per set 
(wired) £2.40 
Stoppers sizes 5 - 7 per set £ 1 .1 0 

Postage : 
£15 orders, post free. 
Pitons 3p 
Axe 24p 
Hammer 20p 
Crampons 24p 
Hexentrics 12p 
Stoppers 12p 
Karabiner 3p 

GRAHAM TISO 
44 Rodney Street, Edinburgh 7 
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VARAPPE PA 
Rock Climbing Shoe. Technical direction Pierre Allain . 
Canvas upper, reinforced w ith leather. 
Rubber reinforc ing and sole giving 
exceptional adherance . 
Sizes (andl/2) 2 to 12 
Narrow a{'ld medium widths . 

Artificial Climbing 
Technical Adviser Lionel Terray, Andre Bertrand 
Tan leather reversed one p iece upper. 
Very deep lacing 
insuring a good fitting of feet and ankle. 
Special lace gripper. 
Reinforced sole, with intercalated 
mixture of leather and rubber (patented). 
Screws omitted beneath toe. 
Sole - RAID GALIBIER. 
FrenchS1zes (and1/2) 35to46 

Technical Adviser Rene Desmaison 
Two piece leather upper of hunting black . 
re inforced with rubber. 
Reinforced JANNU GALIBIER sole . 
S,zes ( andl/2) 2 to 12 

VARAPPE BLEAU 
lightweight rock shoe. 
Technical Adviser Rene Oesmalson 
Upper of reversed Havana hunting 
brown leather, re inforced w ith 
rubber giving except io nal adhe rance. 
Same rubber used In sole . 
Flex1bi!1ty • moderate . 
French Sizes ( andl/2 ) 33 to 46 ,, 

Sherpa Millet Rucksacks 

Recommended by Walter Bonatti, 
Rene Desmaison, Reinhold Messner. 

Compagnie des Guides and E.N.S.A. in Chamonix. 

Supplied to 123 world-wide expeditions. 

Available from all good mountaineering shops. 

sAc s ~1111111~~ 11111t 1111l 111111c 111r 
Boite Postale 109, 74 ANNECY le, France 

Climbers' 
Club 
Guides 

The Climbers' Club wish to 
announce that the following 

guides are in print and 
available from all good 
mountaineering shops 

Wales 

Peak District 

Southern England 

Cwm ldwal 
Cwm Glas 
Cwm Silyn 
Snowdon East 
Snowdon South 
Clogwyn du'r Arddu 
Lliwedd 

Bleaklow 
Chatsworth 
Southern Limestone 
Northern Limestone 
Stanage 

South East England 
Cornwall Vol. 1 
Dorset 

distributed to the trade by 
MOAC. 

78p 
£1.30 
£1 .30 
£1 .50 
£1.25 

88p 
£1 .50 

£2.00 
£2.00 
£2.00 
£1.75 
£1.25 

£1.25 
88p 
88p 



ers Web 
Climbing Webbing 
Tigers Web is now available in the new safety 
colour and should not be confused with other 
lightweight nylon web. The specifications below 
indicate the enormous strength in this product. 

½ in. R2X. Stiff. Breaking Strain 1,600 lbs. 
9p. per yard 

in. R2X. Stiff . Breaking Strain 3,000 lbs. 
16p. per yard 

1 in. R2X. Soft. Breaking Strain 4,000 lbs. 
16p. per yard 

The above figures are based upon normal daytime conditions. 

Available from stockists everywhere. 

a ... e1acks 
of Greenock 

Head Office 

Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire PA14 5XN and Ruxley Corner, s;dcup, Kent DA14 5AQ. 

Branches:-London (3), Birmingham, Bristol , Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Nottingham, Sheffield, Stoke-on-Trent and Sutton, Surrey. 

Distributors for the manufacturers: James Carr & Sons, Limited. 

' B6R.6H.JIUS 34 D= s.,M. •~""""" T,o,. NEl 1 PG Toi. 2341720165 
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One man, one Mountain, but so many things 
to think about, things like quality, weight, 
warmth, dependability, the list goes on. 
Winter climbing places extreme demands on 
the man, the team, and the equipment. The 
experienced mountaineer knows what to look 
for, they've been coming to us for some time 
now, to all the others we offer the finest in 
equipment and advice. Come in and take a 
look at what we have to offer. Then choose 
your gear, one man's gear, the 
best gear, from the best people. 

Frank Davies The Mountain Shop 
7 Snowhill Ringway, 
Birmingham 4. 

Centresport 
The Climber's Shop, 
Ambleside. 

Tel: 2297 
6 

Tel: Cen: 6816 

40 Woodhouse Lane, 
Leeds 2. 
Tel: 31024 
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Information 
Whillans, Scott and Macinnes quit troubled Herrligkoffer Everest team. 
Kuen and Huber fail at '71 Everest high-point. 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

NEPAL 

Everest (29,028ft.) 
Dr. Karl Maria Herrligkoffer's 
expedition to the South-West 
Face retreated on May 21st, 
having reached approximately 
the same point as last year's 
attempt. Predictably the press 
and television devoted loving 
attention to the alleged 
international differences in the 
team, and particularly to the 
rifts between the British and 
Teutonic climbers. As far as 
planning , leadership and good 
morale were concerned, 
the expedition left a lot to be 
desired. Despite almost 
continual good weather, very 
little illness and the fact that 
at least eight fit climbers were 
ready at the crucial time for a 
final push, morale was 
so low that the members 
of the expedition found 
themselves divided by 
jealousy and suspicion. The 
British trio descended in 
disgust, and the others 
abandoned their attempt a few 
days later, for reasons that 
remain vague. 
Most members of the expedition 
reached the base camp site in late 
March, but the British arrived 
some time afterwards and were 
consequently later in 
acclimatizing. 
Most of the trail through the 
Khumbu lcefall was broken by the 
others. In the later stages, 
however, Scott and Macinnes 
played their part, and it was Scott 
who, with Schneider, was first to 
reach the site of Camp 1 at the 
top of the lcefall. 
Meanwhile the Sherpas, 
finding that the expedition was 
unable to supply them with 
suitable high altitude equipment 
(boots, down gear and 
sleeping bags), stopped work ; 
Herrligkoffer had to return to 
Germany to fetch extra supplies. 
The expedition members 
carried a large number of loads 
up the lcefall and the 
Western Cwm to supply the 
leading climbers. 
Kuen, Huber, Breitenberger 
and Haim were almost 
exclusively in the lead at this 
time. They established Camps 2 
and 3, and reached 4. Much of 
the previous year's equipment 
was still intact: there were tent 
platforms at Camps 3 and 4, 
and many fixed ropes were in 
place above Camp 3. This 
aided progress considerably. 
Nevertheless the leaders' pace 
was considered erratic by the 
British climbers. They were 
critical of the tendency to rush 
up rapidly to establish camps 

and then spend days, 
sometimes weeks, resting and 
recovering from the violent 
exertion. Breitenberger 
eventually cracked under the 
strain, became mentally and 
physically ill, and had to 
return home. Later, Haim, who 
had played something of a 
mediator's role, was injured in 
the knee by stonefall and took 
little further part in the proceed 
ings. The British moved into the 
lead to establish Camp 4. It was 
here that there was some 
controversy about the use of 
oxygen: the Austrians accused 
the British of squandering it 
needlessly, while the British 
claimed that they used a small, 
sensible amount for testing and 
working. Herrligkoffer returned 
from his five-week spell in 
Germany at this time and called 
the whole expedition down to 
Base for a rest and celebration. 
The British, supported by 
Weissensteiner and five Sherpas 
in Camp 2, remained high on 
the mountain, and a period of 
ten days of perfect weather 
elapsed before the others 
returned. During this period 
the route was established up to 
Camp 5. 
Kuen and Huber then arrived 
in Camp 4 and ordered the 
British trio down to make room 
for Sager, Schneider and Perner. 
The British, who were by this 
time fully acclimatized and 
going well, refused. As a 
compromise, Whillans proposed 
that Kuen and Huber should 
move up and establish Camp 6, 
with the British supporting them 
from Camp 5 and the other three 
Austrians supporting them. 
At first the plan worked . The 
British established Camp 5 ; 
Kuen and Huber moved in and, 
greatly aided by the presence 
of old ropes, rapidly fixed the 
route up to Camp 6. But at this 
point the simmering jealousies 
and suspicions finally broke to 
the surface. Kuen again 
ordered the British down to 
make room for the other three 
Austrians. The British, 
suspecting a plot to stop them 
having a chance at the summit, 
left in disgust. A few days later, 
after one apparently rather 
half-hearted summit bid, Kuen 
ordered a retreat, stating that 
the weather conditions were too 
hostile. 
What, then, were the causes of 
this lamentable failure? Poor 
leadership seems to have been 
the biggest single weakness: 
Herrligkoffer and Anderl played 
very little part in the proceedings, 
while Kuen seemed bent on 
leading from the front, 
studiously avoiding any 

Below: Werner Haim, Adi Hiiber and Felix Kuen (front) at Camp 2 on 
Everest. Photo: Doug Scott 

consultation with Whillans on 
tactics. There was thus no 
figure in the middle ranks who 
could command everyone's 
respect. If such a person had 
been present, fairly rotating the 
lead, keeping the supply lines 
going, and soothing the climbers' 
fears and suspicions, morale 
might well have been higher. 
Instead, the expedition was shot 
through with discontent. 
Language difficulties prevented 
the British and Germans from 
communicating freely, and there 
were few lighter moments to 
relieve the tension. Kuen and his 
compatriots seemed to have an 
overriding desire to keep 
Whillans out of the lead - a 
feeling no doubt strengthened 
by their consultations with the 
aggrieved Leo Schlemmer 
before they left Austria. As a 
result, Whillans's attempts to 
maintain a sensible tactical plan 
in order to avoid the starvation 
of supplies and manpower that 
stopped last year's expedition 
were constantly frustrated by the 
Austrians, who seemed to 
believe that he was trying to 
get into the front and snatch 
the summit bid for himself. He 

was therefore continually being 
prevented from playing a useful 
role. 
A few attempts at bridge
building took place: Scott and 
Macinnes got on quite well with 
Perner, Schneider, Breitenberger, 
Bednar and particularly 
Weissensteiner, who proved 
himself to be a diligent and 
selfless worker. But these 
relationships were not enough 
to hold the expedition together. 
Eventually, in the absence of a 
strong, centralizing leadership, 
frustration, suspicion and 
jealousy brought about the 
expedition's collapse. 
National characteristics and 
language problems may have 
added some salt to the wounds, 
particularly as many of the 
climbers had no previous 
knowledge of each other. In 
selecting a team for any 
expedition it is essential to ensure 
that before they start the members 
have at least a basic sympathy 
with one another - a feeling 
which cuts national boundaries. 
Incompatibility on the mountain 
is clearly not an inevitable 
feature of international teams. 
But the absence of both strong 
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Information 

Bonington switches post-monsoon plans to South West Face but 
leaves Whillans out of new team. Bathgate and Tiso - surprise choice! 
Schlick and Jager die in nightmare Manaslu epic. 

Dr Herrligkoffer - he spent only 
three weeks with the three 
month expedition. 

leadership and a feeling of 
companionship must surely 
lead to dissent. 
Thus mountaineering blots its 
public copy book yet again ; the 
South-West Face gains further 
notoriety and climbers are 
presented to the world as 
pampered, highly-strung prima 
donnas, acutely aware of their 
own ambitions and unable to 
display even basic team spirit 
when the chips are down. 

Members of the team were: 
Dr. Karl Maria Herrligkoffer 
(57) . Leader. German. 
Medical Doctor. Has led ten 
expeditions which included the 
successful ascents of all three 
routes on Nanga Parbat. Played 
very little part in the events 
on the mountain . 
Michel Anderl (57). Deputy 
Leader. Austrian . A close 
associate of Herrligkoffer's 
for a number of years. His 
expeditions include: Broad 
Peak (1954) , Konduz Valley 
(1960) , Nanga Parbat (1961 
and 1962), Greenland (1966) , 
Nanga Parbat (1970) , Rakaposhi 
(1971 ) . 
Felix Kuen (36) . Face Leader. 
Austrian Army Guide. Visited 
Jirishanca in 1966 and Nanga 
Parbat in 1971 (reaching the 
top of the Rupal Flank) . His 
Alpine climbs include: 
Matterhorn North Face, 
Eigerwand and Walker Spur. 
Adi Huber (33) . Austrian Army 
Guide. Expeditions include: 
Hindu Kush (1965), Pamirs 
(1967) (traversed Peak Lenin) , 
Dhaulagiri 2 (1971) (reached 
the summit) . 
Leo Breitenberger (27). 
Italian. Agricultural teacher. 
Crack Dolomite climber with 
seven new routes. Has also 
climbed the Matterhorn North 
Face and the Walker Spur. 
Werner Haim (30) . Austrian 
Army Guide. Expeditions 
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include : Jirishanca (1966), 
Nanga Parbat (1970) and Mt. 
Kenya (1970). 
Adi Sager (37). Austrian Army 
Guide. Visited Jirishanca (1966) 
and has also climbed 
Matterhorn North Face. 
Horst Schneider (33) . 
Austrian Army Guide. Mainly a 
rock climber. 
Adi Weissensteiner (34). 
Austrian . Engineer and 
Mountain Guide. Expeditions 
include : Dhaulagiri 2 (1963), 
Pamirs (1967) , Dhaulagiri 2 
(1971) (first ascent). Alpine 
routes include Matterhorn 
North Face and Eigerwand. 
Peter Perner (29) . Austrian. 
Hut Custodian . Crack rock 
climber with many new routes 
in the Dachstein group. Main 
climbs include Matterhorn and 
Triolet North Faces and the 
Nose of El Capitan . 
Peter Bednar (29). Naturalized 
German (Czech) . Car mechanic. 
Experienced Tatra climber. Has 
climbed Walker Spur. Took part 
in an expedition to Equador, in 
1971 , when three new peaks 
were climbed . 
Sepp Maag (44). Austrian. 
Bricklayer. One of the veterans 
of the controversial Buhl / 
Rebuffat Eigerwand ascent in 
1952. Visited Broad Peak (1954) . 
Took little part in the present 
expedition . 
Hans Berger (24). Swiss. Only 
three years of experience, 
but had made the first winter 
ascents of the Eigerwand 
(Japanese Route) , Droites 
North Face and Gletscherhorn 
North-East Face. Has also 
climbed the Fiescherwand. 
Fell ill in the early stages of the 
present expedition . 
Mifcha Saleki (27) . Persian . 
Student in Germany. Little more 
than a high-altitude hill 
walker. Reached Camp 3 and 
carried several loads. 
Don Whillans (39). British. 
Professional Mountaineer. Very 
experienced. Several important 
Alpine first ascents and eight 
expeditions. 
Doug Scott (30). British. 
Schoolteacher. Experienced 
climber. Expeditions include : 
Hindu Kush (1967) and Baffin 
Island (1971 ) . Best climbs : 
Salathe Wall; Great Overhang 
on Cima Ovest. 
Hamish Macinnes (42). 
British. Equipment Manufacturer. 
Experienced climber. 
Expeditions include: Pumori 
(1953), Caucasus (1957 and 
1970) and Rakaposhi (1956). 
Base Camp Organization 
This was to have been the 
responsibility of Professor 
Hutti (60). He fell ill, however, 
and was replaced by Horst Vitt 

(32) , a German diplomat to 
Nepal. The latter unfortunately 
died of pulmonary oedema on 
reaching Base Camp. The job 
was eventually taken on by a 
friend of Herrligkoffer's, Alice 
Von Holb (33) , a pharmacist. 
During Herrligkoffer's absence 
(first visiting Germany and 
later when he fell ill) , she 
was the main medical expert of 
the expedition. Luckily there 
was no serious accidents and 
little illness on the expedition . 
Everest: 
Forthcoming Expedition 
After the news of the failure of 
Herrligkoffer's expedition came 
the announcement that Chris 
Bonington had changed his 
plans : instead of attempting 
the South Col Route with a 
light team he intends to make 
a much more powerful attempt 
on the South West Face. This is 
to take place in the coming 
autumn during the post-monsoon 
season. 
When Bonington announced his 
team the press unashamedly 
crowed about the fact that this 
was to be an 'all-British' 
attempt. Nationalism, it would 
seem, is far from dead : its 
worst effects might be 
minimized, however, if the 
expedition keeps its publicity 
under control. 
Bonington's team is as follows : 
James Roberts (Deputy Leader) , 
Mick Burke, Nick Estcourt, 
Dave Bathgate, Dougal Haston, 
Doug Scott, Hamish Mac Innes, 
Graham Tiso, Peter Steele and 
Kelvin Kent. The team certainly 
appears more cohesive than 
the two previous ones, 
though the exclusion of Don 
Whillans caused predictable 
amazement in both the popular 
press and the climbing world . 
Bonington assumes a role akin 
to Frank O'Farrel dropping 
George Best. Whillans's 
abilities at high altitude are 
well-known, but other events 
on both the Annapurna and 
the 1971 International Expedition 
are understood to have 
prompted his exclusion . It 
appears that a significant 
proportion of the team was 
worried about his membership 
though others were understood 
to have favoured it . The 
previous failures on this route 
have shown only too clearly 
that leadership, team-work and 
morale are of the highest 
importance, and it appears that 
with this in mind Bonington felt 
unable to invite Whillans. 
It is also possible that 
Whillans's exclusion may have 
its origins in the increasing 
pressures of commercialism that 
professional climbers now face. 

But, whatever the case, 
Bonington is clearly taking a 
gamble in sacrificing proven 
ability at high altitude for higher 
morale lower on the mountain, 
and there are some who will 
question his wisdom in this. 
One thing is certain : a post
monsoon attempt on the South 
West Face of Everest is likely 
to be a bitter struggle against 
the elements. No expedition 
has yet succeeded in overcoming 
the problems of wind and cold 
on the mountain at this time of 
year. Bonington's expedition 
can look forward to a hard time. 
Manaslu: (26,760ft.) 
The success achieved by 
Wolfgang Nairz's Austrian 
expedition was later marred by 
bitter tragedy. During a fearful 
night of storm two men died 
high on the mountain - another 
sobering reminder of the 
penalties resulting from 
apparently harmless 
miscalculations on very high 
mountains. 
The expedition, which was 
composed of nine young and 
highly able Austrian guides, 
had as its objective the very 
difficult 14,000ft. South West 
Face . 
Many saw the project as 
Austria 's answer to the 
successes of the Anglo
American team on Annapurna 
and the French on Makalu : a 
difficult Himalayan face climb 
in the modern idiom, with a 
strong and carefully chosen 
team of crack mountaineers to 
attempt it. 
From the start the expedition 
was blessed with good weather 
and progress was rapid . After 
sustained difficulties on ice 
above Camp 3, the party placed 
their highest camp - Camp 4 -
at 24,300ft., just below the 
summit plateau of the mountain . 
This was achieved by April 20th . 
The good weather had permitted 
a classic tactical build-up, and 
on April 25th, with Knoll , 
Nairz and Urkein in Camp 3 and 
Fankhauser and Schlick coming 
up to Camp 4, Reinhold Messner 
and Franz Jager set out on their 
summit push. 
The pair made good time, aided 
by seemingly perfect weather 
and good snow conditions. At 
10.0 a.m., after four hours 
climbing, they stopped for .a 
rest below the final steep 
section leading to the summit. 
At this point, Jager, who was 
tiring (neither of the climbers 
was using oxygen) , suggested 
that he should retreat, leaving 
Messner to press on to the top. 
Messner reached the summit at 
1 .0 p.m., took some photos, 
picked up an old Japanese 



Avalanche killed sixteen as they slept on Manaslu. 
Nampa climbed but Sasumo Takahashi falls 6,000ft. during descent. 
Twenty deaths in pre-monsoon Nepal season! 

piton, and immediately started 
to descend. Quite suddenly, at 
about 2.0 p.m., the weather 
began to deteriorate. In the 
face of cloud and storm, an 
otherwise normal descent 
immediately turned into a tense 
struggle with the elements. 
Messner, of course, believed 
that Jager had by this time 
returned to Camp 4, so that 
when he heard his companion's 
cries as he was searching for the 
camp he thought Jager was 
trying to guide him in. What 
had actually happened was that 
Jager had also been overtaken 
by the storm and had 
unaccountably failed to find the 
tent - perhaps as a result of 
exhaustion . 
When Messner finally located 
the camp he was astounded to 
find that Jager had not returned 
and that only Horst 
Fankhauser and Andi Schlick 
were there. While Schlick 
attended to the exhausted 
Messner, Fankhauser went out 
into the storm to search for 
Jager. Hearing cries when he 
was some 600ft. above the 
camp, he returned to fetch 
Schlick. 
Together, they searched the 
whole area, but with the storm 
increasing to a near hurricane 
their efforts were to no avail. 
To make matters worse, they 
were unable to find their way 
back to Camp 4 in the storm and 
the growing gloom. They 
therefore dug a snow hole and 
prepared to sit out the night. 
Five hours later, after hearing 
more cries from the direction 
of the camp, they set out in 
another attempt to find it. 
Failing again to do so, they 
dug yet another snow hole and 
set about massaging themselves 
to try to stop frostbite . After 
a while, Schlick announced his 
intention of making another 
search and set out alone. When 
he failed to return , Fankhauser 
went to look for him, but could 
find nothing. In despair, he 
returned to sit out the remainder 
of the night in the snow hole. 
At first light Fankhauser was 
able to orientate himself and, 
after a three hour struggle 
through deep snow, managed to 
get back to Camp 4. Later, he 
and Messner set out to search 
again , but eventually they 
were forced to conclude that 
their friends had died in the 
storm. 
The heavy snowfall and the 
consequent avalanche risk had 
kept the other climbers pinned 
down at Camp 3, so Messner 
and Fankhauser had to descend 
alone. From Camp 3, Knoll 
accompanied them down to 

Camp 2 where competent 
medical treatment by Doctor Olz 
saved then from serious 
frostbite damage. The weather 
remained so poor that further 
searching had to be abandoned. 
The tragedy came as a great 
blow to Nairz and his party. 
From the start the fit and highly 
skilful team had taken pains to 
proceed with competence and 
caution . The loss of two of their 
number - both married and with 
children - is generally considered 
in Austria to have nullified any 
credit accruing from the climb 
itself. 
What exactly happened to 
Jager, and was Messner right 
to leave him to return alone? 
At the time, and on such easy 
ground, the decision must have 
seemed harmless, but two deaths 
have underlined the fact that 
even simple changes of plan can 
escalate into tragedy in the 
savage surroundings of the 
Himalayas. 
The expedition also climbed two 
smaller, virgin peaks on the 
21st and 24th of April. 
Manaslu: East Face 
The second South Korean 
attempt on this route ended with 
the worst disaster in the history 
of the Nepal Himalaya. Four 
Koreans, one Japanese and ten 
Sherpas died when they were 
engulfed by avalanches as they 
slept in Camp 3 (21 ,300ft.) . 
One of the dead was Kim Ho 
Sup who had lost his brother on 
last year's attempt. A third 
brother, Kim Jung Sup, survived 
the catastrophe . He was carried 
a total of 3,500ft. down the 
mountainside by two successive 
avalanches, yet when he was 
rescued he vowed to return to 
the mountain and reach the 
summit. Previously the party had 
attained the height of 23,786ft. 
where they had placed their 
Camp 4. 
Putha Hiunchuli (23,750ft.) 
This peak received its second 
ascent in April by Hiroshi Aoki 
and Ang Norbu. It was first 
climbed in 1954 by James 
Roberts and Ang Nyima. 
Nampa (22,162ft.) 
This was first climbed in early 
May by a Japanese Expedition . 
They followed the route 
pioneered by the 1970 British 
expedition - the South Face and 
onto the West Ridge. The summit 
was reached by Fukutoshi 
Kimura and Sasuma Takahashi, 
but during their descent 
Takahashi fell while abseiling 
(for reasons not clear) , and 
plunged 6,000ft . down the 
mountain's North Face. 
Other Expeditions 
The German (two man) Lhotse 
expedition made little headway ; 

the Japanese reached 22,000ft. 
on the North West Ridge of 
Kangchungtse (Makalu 2) and 
another Japanese team reached 
20,300ft. on Dhaulagiri 4 before 
a member died from Pulmonary 
Oedema and the expedition was 
terminated. 

KARAKORAM 

Rakaposhi (25,550ft.) 
Previously unreported due to lack 
of information was Dr. 
Herrligkoffer's 1971 post
monsoon attempt on the North 
Face of the mountain . 
This steep face is similar in 
appearance to the South Face 
of Annapurna, with ice ridges 
but no rock band. 
Herrligkoffer took only eight 
climbers for the attempt. A 
route was chosen up the most 
prominent ice arete in the 
centre of the face, but 
straightway the difficulties 
proved too great for the H unza 
porters. Without sufficient men 
to take a support role the 
expedition was unable to get 
very high. Eventually, Meindl, 
Scholtz and Fogt reached 
18,000ft., but the attempt was 
abandoned there. Herrligkoffer 
plans to return in the future 
with a stronger team. 
Correspondents: Scott, Habeler, 
Herrligkoffer, Hawley and Guha. 

THE ALPS 

WINTER 1971 

Gletscherhorn: 
North West Face 
Hans Berger and another 
made the first winter ascent of 
this hard Lauterbrunnen mixed 
face. 

SUMMER 1971 

Mt. Blanc: Freney Face 
Claude Marmier and Christian 
Exiga made what is believed to 
be the 4th ascent of the 
Gervasutti Route in September. 
They found the climb, which is 
characterised by many short hard 
rock pitches, more serious than 
the Central Pillar. Only one old 
rusty piton was in place. There 
has been a British ascent of 
this route: the third ascent in 
1952 was made by Lionel Terray 
with Geoff Sutton and Godfrey 
Francis. 
Dent Blanche: North Face 
Polish teams established two 
new routes on this major ice face 
last summer. The Left Hand Spur 
was climbed in a day by 
K. Zdzitoiecki, Z. Kienc and 
A. Wilusz. The second route took 
a line to the right of the spur 
and left of the original Schneider/ 
Singer Route. This was climbed 

by T. Piotrowski, M . Jagiello and 
J. Milewski. 

WINTER 1972 

Aig Noire: South Ridge 
The third winter ascent was made 
in three days in December by the 
Abbot Louis Audubert, 
C. Cosmos and Y. Manuzzo. 
Mt. Dolent: North Face 
Agustini, Caminada, Daudelot 
and Pistner made the first winter 
ascent of this face via the Left 
Hand Route in December. 
Eiger: North East Face 
Another bold helicopter rescue 
took place on the Eigerwand in 
March, when Czech climbers 
Sylvia Kysilkova, Jiri Smid, 
Zbynek Cepela and Lubos Novak 
attempted to make the third 
winter ascent of the 1938 Route. 
After three days they reached 
the Rote Fluh . Here Cepela and 
Novak decided to retreat while 
Kysilkova and Smid continued. 
Two days later they reached the 
top of the second icefield and 
found themselves unable to 
descend. The helicopter winched 
them off the face from here. 
Sciora di Fuori: West Face 
The first winter ascent was made 
in February by a Swiss party led 
by Martin lndergand. This climb 
is graded 6 and A2 and was not 
achieved without cost : lndergand 
was severely frostbitten and lost 
some of his fingers and toes 
after the climb. 
Civetta: North Face 
The Rusconi brothers, with 
Tessari, Crimella and Villa, 
succeeded in completing their 
new route to the right of the 
Philipp/Flamm. 
The previous attempt had ended 
about level with the start of 
the main difficulties on the 
Philipp/ Flamm. On day two of 
the successful assault the 
climbers started on the central 
wall which gave over 1,200 ft. 
of very hard climbing, mainly 
free with short artificial sections. 
In view of the angle (overhang
ing) snow and ice posed few 
problems, but on the final 
sections the conditions caused 
more trouble. The technical 
standard of the route remained 
high even on the final chimneys 
and gullies . The line crossed 
the upper section of the Comici 
Route and ascended the final 
headwall direct. The total 
climbing time on the final 
attempt was six days. 
This appears to be a major 
ascent : one of the hardest winter 
climbs yet achieved in the 
Dolomites. 
Correspondents: Cieplinska
Bojarska and Heppensta/1 
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Information 

New cliffs developed in Kirkudbright and the Isle of Man. 
Wilt Tauber killed in Gogarth solo fall. 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Ki rkcudbright 
Some small but solid sea cliffs 
are being developed on Abbey 
Head, five miles south-west of 
Kirkcudbright. So far three 
routes have been done : 
Limehouse Blues, Yellow Dog 
and K9. All are about VS and 
200ft. long, and all were climbed 
by Bill Cheverst, Colin Dickinson, 
John Cottingham and Robert 
Scultock. 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Borrowdale 
The irrepressible Ray MacHaffie 
still maintains his stranglehold 
on the valley, despite the fact 
that his working hours now 
invariably condemn him to 
climb alone - with a back rope. 
His recent crop of new routes 
include the following: Kaleido
scope (300ft, HVS) on Gowder 
Crag, a direct line through the 
traverse of Fool's Paradise and 
up a groove to slabs above; 
The Beast (150ft., VS) on the 
right-hand buttress of Walla 
Crag, a climb tracing a line to the 
left of the main unclimbed 
central section; Aragorn (250ft., 
HVS) on Great End, a companion 
route to Sauron (recently climbed 
free by Bill Freelands) . Aragorn 
takes a line up 'the fields' and 
utilizes four points of aid . 
Finally, on Black Crag, MacHaffie 
pushed a VS route between 
Troutdale Pinnacle and Troutdale 
Ridge. Meanwhile, over on Goat 
Crag, Freelands and George 
Simm made the second ascent of 
Athanor, praising its high quality 
and describing it as "one of the 
hardest climbs in the Lakes". 
Pillar Rock 
Bill Young and Barney Barnes 
established Megaton (HVS) 
between Puppet and Nor Nor 
West Climb. 
Buttermere 
John Adams and Colin Read 
made a route on Grey Crag 
( Grey Wall: 140ft., VS) between 
Sauvitor and Fortiter. The same 
pair established Catalyst (250ft., 
XS), which starts just left of 
Sinister Grooves and leads up 
the impressive groove system in 
the centre of the upper wall. A 
piton was used on each of the 
three pitches. 
Scafell 
Chimera has received a second 
ascent by Read and Adams, who 
reported that after the initial 
hard aid pitch the route opens 
into a crack line with the crux 
at the top. 
St. Bee's Head 
Activity here has tailed off. The 
only new creation comes from 
Chris Sice and Bill Robinson -
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a VS A2 line round the corner 
to the left of Harmony. A number 
of bolts were used. 

NORTH WALES 

Solo Accidents 
Craig Gogarth had its first fatal 
accident earlier in the year 
when the Scots climber Wilt 
Tauber, who had already climbed 
a number of harder routes, fell 
while attempting a solo ascent 
of Bezel, on sight. He tumbled 
down the steep hillside below 
and disappeared in a rough sea. 
His body was only found several 
weeks later. The rather aggressive 
standard of Bezel is well known 
to local climbers, though it 
seems that Tauber had been 
briefed on the difficulties of the 
climb before he attempted it. 
Another solo accident occurred 
in 1970, when Mark Harmer fell 
while soloing Sunset Rib at 
Cwm Silyn, and was killed. 
Dinas Mot 
Two new climbs have been 
discovered on the prominent 
buttress to the right of the 
descent couloir beyond Gardd : 
Wild Grass( 150ft., VS) by 
D. Keeling and G. Young and 
Mirrorman (150ft., HVS) by 
R. Perry and Keeling. 
Dinas Cromlech 
Brian Molyneux and the 
American climber Bob Schneider 
have made a new route 
(Speedfreak: 120ft, XS) up the 
arete just to the right of 
Pharaoh's Passage. 
Snowdon East 
The somewhat unfashionable 
Cae Coch Quarry has provided a 
route called The Ides of March 
(180ft., XS), which is said to 
be one of the hardest and best 
in the area. The route was put 
up by two local Welsh climbers, 
John Kerry and John Parry. 
After this success they found 
other good routes in the quarry : 
A Wilderness of Monkeys (300ft., 
XS), a girdle-traverse line; a 
Direct Start to The Nave ; and a 
diagonal crack line called Far 
from the Madding Crowd. 

Isle of Man 
Some new sea cliffs are being 
developed here. The biggest is 
at Spanish Head, on the southern 
tip of the island. A number of 
routes have been climbed here, 
including Xanadu (200ft., HVS), 
the main line on the cliff, and 
Mylrea Corner (200ft., VS), a 
line to the left of Xanadu. Both 
routes were climbed by Bill 
Cheverst, Stewart Thomas and 
John Watson . Other routes have 
been developed by Brian Evans 
and Thomas. 
Watson and Cheverst also made a 
380ft., VS (Donella) on a nearby 
crag, where they report 

considerable scope for new 
climbs of up to 400ft. Other 
routes of around 150ft., mainly 
Severe, have been made on 
Maughold Head, the eastern 
extremity of the island. 

LAN CASH IRE/ YORKSHIRE/ 
DERBYSHIRE 

Gritstone 
Bill Cheverst has made new 
girdle traverses on Anglezark 
Quarry (220ft, VS, A2), with 
John Kitchen and Dave 
Wooliscroft, and on Houghton 
Quarry (Deadline: 350ft., VS, 
A 1 ), with Colin Dickinson. 
At 1/kley Quarry John 
Syrett soloed a new route 
up the rib between Old Crack 
and Thompson's Crack 
(Propel/or Wall, HVS) . 
Three major new routes have 
been developed on the left 
wall of Ow/ Gully on 
Cratcliffe Tor, one of the 
more obvious last great 
problem areas on grit. 
Tom Proctor succeeded in 
forcing the arete on the left 
of the wall gaining it from the 
Direct Approach to Westons 
Chimney. The crux involved 
a very long reach for a small 
hold (Boot Hill, 60ft., XS). 
The other two routes start 
from Owl Gully: Fern Hill 
(50ft , XS) starts a few 
feet up the gully, traverses 
onto the wall (nut for aid) 
and then climbs diagonally 
up to finish near Boot Hill ; 
Dr. Prune (HVS, 1 00ft.) starts 
opposite Tiger Traverse and 
takes a horizontal line round 
the buttress to reach the 
amphitheatre. A combination of 
this with Tiger Traverse and 
Mordor is said to be one of 
the finest traverses on grit. 
Keith Myhill led both routes 
accompanied by Proctor and 
Al Evans on Fern Hill, and 
Ken Jones on Dr. Prune. 
Limestone 
A much-sought plum on Kilnsey 
Crag has fallen to Pete Livesey 
and John Sheard. The pair 
free-climbed the old Austin A2 
route, Central Wall, giving it a 
grade of XS and 5c, with no aid 
left at all. The climb had been 
attempted by several local 
climbers. It was so steep that 
Livesey and Sheard were able to 
climb it during a thunderstorm, 
despite the fact that the 
difficulty is said to compare with 
that of Dove Dale's Adjudicator 
Wall or Gordale's Face Route. 
Livesey also eliminated all four 
points of aid on Brainstorm, 
with no change in grade, and 
followed this up by doing the 
same service to Trauma Traverse. 
At Ma/ham Cove both Ron 
Fawcett 

and Pete Livesey have free
climbed versions of the old 
A2 route Mulatto Wall. It 
seems that credit for the first 
free ascent should go to the 
Heyes brothers however, as 
they are said to have cut 
the aid some years ago. John 
Syrett has made a new route 
to the right of Macabre 
(Midnight Cowboy, HVS, 60ft.). 

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND 

Avon Gorge 
Further hard pitches are being 
climbed in the present surge of 
exploration. The Exploding 
Galaxy Wall continues to attract 
attention. Tony Willmott has put 
up a route on the left-hand side, 
following a line of eroded pockets 
leading up the wall from a 
sandy cave. A single 150ft. 
pitch leads directly to the 
finishing pitches of The Haystack. 
The climb is called Dragon 
(275ft., XS, 5b). Terry Gloag and 
Phil Johnson have made a free 
climb directly up the wall (The 
Haystack takes a rather contrived 
leftward traverse). Gloag's line, 
Yellow Edge (280ft., XS) is 
common with Haystack/ Galaxy 
pitches 1 and 2, but then forces 
a diagonal rightward line to 
reach the final peg of Amanita 
Muscarina, which is used as a 
foothold. The link pitch is said 
to be very serious. 
On the Main Wall area, Willmott 
and Dave Hermalin have climbed 
a very hard pitch up the impend
ing wall between Main Wall 
Eliminate and Malbogies. The 
climb, Central Wall (120ft., XS, 
6a), involves a bolt for protection 
and makes use of the two top 
bolts on Main Wall Eliminate for 
aid. Gloag fell 50ft. attempting 
the second ascent, and on a 
later attempt took a 40ft. fall. 
Finally, a correction: it was 
Mike Putnam and not Tom 
Proctor who accompanied 
Drummond on Evening Wall (see 
Mountain 21). 
Cornwall 
Pat Littlejohn and Ian Duckworth 
have succeeded in climbing The 
Dream in The Great Zawn, 
leaving only two remaining 
points of aid. Littlejohn said that 
the route was as hard as its 
companion, Liberator, but 
slightly superior in quality. At 
Land's End, Ed Grindley has 
cleaned up Deacon's rather 
untidy Prodiga/'s Return by 
cutting the aid and straightening 
the line with no change in grade. 
Correspondents: Livesey, Read, 
Myhill, Drasdo, Cheverst, 
Willmott, Gloag and Littlejohn 



Recent· Himalayan Ascents 
A Mountain Report 

Since 1969, when the Nepalese Government relaxed its 
six-year ban on Himalayan climbing, the numbers of 
expeditions from most of the world's main climbing nations 
have increased enormously. Most of the activity has been 
concentrated on the Nepalese mountains, as the Pakistanis 
have been reluctant to allow parties to visit the other main 
group in the Karakoram. Nevertheless one or two big 
expeditions have taken place there as well. Nearly all of 
these ventures have been reported briefly in our information 
section ; some received detailed coverage in feature articles. 
The latter included: Annapurna, South Face (Anglo
American); Nanga Parbat, Rupal Flank (Austro-German) ; 
and Everest, South-West Face (International). Concerned 
as they were with hard climbs on familiar peaks by famous 
climbers, these expeditions were notable for the amount 
of public interest they aroused, and we felt justified in 
covering them in depth. Of the remaining expeditions 
there were several that were hardly less significant to 
students of Himalayan climbing. We suspected, however, 
that if we submitted our readers to regular doses of detailed 
Himalayanage, their palates would soon jade and they 
would seek more familiar fare elsewhere. Obviously, the 
true aficionado can leaf through the reams of dry 
expedition reports in the learned journals, but most 
climbers, less dedicated, lack the necessary patience and 
stamina, and so miss the accounts of many heroic and 
challenging climbs concealed in the fine print. As we have 
some of the recent expedition reports and many fine 
photos, we have decided to bring this information to our 
readers by means of a new approach: a summary of the 
bigger climbs, picking on the salient technical and human 
details involved. This can be regarded either as a primer 
for subsequent journal reading, or as an end in itself for 
the generally informed mountaineer who merely wishes 
to keep himself abreast of the main trends of Himalayan 
climbing. 

The more notable climbs and events in each year since 
the ban was lifted are given below. 

1969 

Dhaulagiri 1 

Gurja Himal 
Dhaulagiri 4 

Minapin 

Everest 

Annapurna 2 

1970 

Annapurna 1 

Makalu 

Lhotse Shar 

Dhaulagiri 1 

Nanga Parbat 

An attempt on a new route on the 
South - East Ridge by an American 
expedition was devastated by an 
avalanche low on the mountain. 
Seven members died. 
The first ascent by the Japanese. 
Six members of an Austrian expedition 
were killed attempting the South
West Ridge. 
Three Austrian climbers made an 
unofficial first ascent. 
A small Japanese reconnaissance 
party reached 26,000ft. on the South
West Face. 
Repeated by a strong Jugoslav party. 

A strong British team climbed the 
South Face, and a British Army team 
repeated the French route on the North 
Side of the mountain . 
A large Japanese party climbed the 
long South-East Ridge. 
An Austrian expedition made the first 
ascent. 
A Japanese party made the second 
ascent of this difficult mountain . 
A strong Austro-German party climbed 
the Rupal Flank. Two climbers 

inadvertently traversed the summit, and 
descended the Diamir Face ; one died 
at the end of the descent. 

Peak 29 A very difficult peak climbed by a 
Japanese party. The two first 
ascensionists fell to their deaths on 
the descent. 

K6 An Austrian expedition made the first 
ascent. 

Everest Japanese teams attempted the South 
West Face and succeeded in climbing 
the peak by the South Col route. 
Several Sherpas attached to an unrelated 
ski expedition, were killed in the icefall. 

1971 

Everest A very strong international expedition 
failed to climb the South-West Face; 
one member died. 
An Argentinian party failed on the 
South Col route. 

Makalu A strong French expedition made a 
new route up the West Pillar. 

Manaslu A Japanese party forced a difficult 
new route up the West Ridge. 
A South Korean attempt to repeat the 
Original Route failed, with one death. 

Dhaulagiri 2 An Austro-American team made a 
super-alpine-style first ascent of this 
peak. 

Khinyang Chhish A strong Polish team made the first 
ascent of this difficult peak, but one 
man died. 

Malubiting An Austrian team made the first 
ascent of the main peak. 

Nanga Parbat A large Czech party repeated the 
original Rakhiot Route and climbed 
nearby satellite summits. 

1972 

Manaslu 

Everest 

A very strong Austrian team made a 
hard new route up the South-West 
Face, but two men died in a storm. 
A South Korean team on the Original 
Route was struck by an avalanche ; 
fifteen men died. 
A European expedition failed on the 
South -West Face. 

There were, of course, many other expeditions, but the 
list above represents the most important activities at high 
altitude. Analysis reveals a number of interesting trends 
in the kind of route being attempted. Three distinct 
types of expedition emerge : 

1 Hard new climbs on the faces and ridges of very high 
mountains that have already been climbed by easier routes. 
These have so far been attempted by strong national and 
international teams from the traditional climbing countries, 
drawing on the momentum and experience gathered 
during previous active periods of Himalayan exploration . 
Such routes include: Annapurna (South Face) , Makalu 
(South - East Ridge and West Pillar), Manaslu (North-West 
Ridge and West Face) and Nanga Parbat (Rupal Flank) . 
New face routes have also been attempted on 
Dhaulagiri and Everest. The Diamir Face route on Nanga 
Parbat and the West Ridge route on Everest, though 
nothing like as hard as the others, also represent efforts 
to find new ways up the great mountains. Both were 
achieved in the early 'sixties. The more recent climbs 
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have in general been characterized by high levels of 
technical difficulty, both on ice and, increasingly, on rock. 
Fixed ropes and jumars have been used widely. The 
growing technical difficulty has meant that Sherpas are 
playing less of a role than in the past and are being used 
more for load-carrying low on the mountain . Ironically, 
the new hard face routes seem to be safer than the more 
traditional easier ones, as the steep fixed ropes allow 
easier escapes to lower altitudes in bad weather. 
Almost all the climbs have been completed by a long, 
bold summit push from a distant camp, after the 
expedition concerned had spent most of its manpower 
resources grappling with the technical difficulties of the 
route, and the subsequent arduous load-carrying . 

2 Repeats of, or attempts on, existing routes on high 
peaks. These have mainly been made by less experienced 
parties from established climbing nations or by national 
teams from countries with little Himalayan experience. Such 
climbs include: Everest (Japanese and Argentinians) , 
Nanga Parbat (Czechs) , Dhaulagiri (Japanese), Manaslu 
(South Koreans) and Annapurna (British Army) . As the 
older, easier routes are often more exposed to avalanche 
and serac dangers, these expeditions have been more 
liable to accidents and close escapes. This tendency has 
been particularly marked on the lower peaks ; some 
accidents and fatalities here can definitely be attributed 
to the lack of experience of the climbers involved. Lack 
of awareness of the sheer size and danger of Himalayan 
mountains has emerged as the main defect of this group 
of climbers. 

3 First ascents of difficult or problematic peaks between 
23,000 and 26,000ft. These climbs have usually been 
achieved by smaller parties from experienced climbing 
nations without the backing of the full panoply of national 
prestige. Teams from Austria , perhaps the most continually 
effective of all the climbing countries, have been 
particularly successful. Peaks falling into this category 
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include: K6 (Austrians) , Dhaulagiri 2 (Austro-American) , 
Lhotse Shar (Austrians) , Malubiting (Austrians), 
Minapin (Austrians), Gurja Himal (Japanese) , Peak 29 
(Japanese) and Khinyang Chhish (a strong Polish 
expedition). Some of these ascents have been notable for 
their very high technical difficulty, equalling in everything 
except altitude the achievements on bigger peaks. 

Other more general characteristics can be detected among 
all three groups. Firstly, they have all been strong in numbers 
(with the exception of the three-man Minapin 
expedition). Some teams have had as few as six members, 
but more usually there have been between ten and twenty 
men, accompanied by a cadre of Sherpas. The rationale 
behind this seems to have been to provide a large margin 
of manpower to balance out stresses caused by illness, 
fatigue, danger and difficulty. In practice, however, the 
results have often proved that the more men there are on 
the mountain, the greater is the risk, the heavier the 
logistics and, of course, the higher the cost. In future we 
may well see a swing back to smaller teams (eight men or 
less) with far greater emphasis on fitness, acclimatisation 
and speed of movement. Climb high, sleep low, and stay on 
the mountain for as short a time as possible seems to be 
the keynote for the future. 

Another grimly disturbing trend has been the high accident 
level. In the expeditions mentioned, no fewer than forty
four people have either been killed or have died of some 
high altitude ailment. The number is infinitely greater if one 
takes into account all the expeditions active during the 
period . Nobody can ignore this apparently inevitable 
statistic that persists in Himalayan mountaineering. 

Of the expeditions listed above we have selected four for 
detailed study: two in the first category (Manaslu, West 
Ridge, and Makalu, West Pillar) and two in the third 
(Khinyang Chhish and Peak 29) . 



Makalu: West Pillar 
A ten-strong French expedition, led by 
Robert Paragot and comprising a good 
cross -section of the top elite of French 
alpinists, came to attempt a new route on 
this traditional French peak. Paragot had 
had the pillar in mind ever since 1959, 
when he conceived the idea while on 
the French Jannu expedition. The route 
bore many similarities to the South Face 
of Annapurna, presenting an obviously 
difficult band of rock between 23,000 
and 25,000ft. Bad weather and poor 
conditions hampered the expedition from 
the start . Nevertheless, by early April , 
Camp 3 had been established on the 
crest of the ridge leading up to the pillar. 
On April 14th a great storm blew up and 
raged for thirteen days. (This was the 
same storm that marooned the International 
Expedition on Everest.) Camp 3 was 
devastated and supplies in all camps got 
very low. After the storm, Yannick Seigneur 
and Bernard Mellet found a couloir that 
by-passed many of the expected 
difficulties and led up to the site of 
Camp 4 at the foot of the Rock Band. 
There, a Whillans-type box was erected. 
(Above Camp 2, high -altitude equipment 
was used throughout - boxes, heavy 
down gear, oxygen for sleeping, and 
so on .) 

Above Camp 4 the climbing became 
much harder, with steep slabs and 
overlaps predominating . Crampons had 
to be removed for some pitches when the 
climbing standards reached 5sup. and A2. 
Again, it was Mellet and Seigneur who 
formed the spearhead, though 
Jean-Claude Mosca and Georges Payot 
also supported and led some sections. 
Camp 5 was eventually established close 
to the top of the Rock Band at 24,600ft. 
From here, Mosca and Payot made a 
summit push. They fitted the rest of the 
Rock Band with fixed ropes, but were 
then defeated by faulty oxygen 
equipment. After placing another camp 
they descended. 

On May 22nd, Seigneur, Mellet and 
Jean-Paul Paris arrived at the high camp 
for another summit attempt. Leaving at 
2.0 a.m. the following morning, and 
using oxygen and supplies replenished 
from stocks left by their predecessors, 
they eventually joined the South-East 
Ridge (Japanese Route) at 26,400ft. 
Above, a 300ft. rock wall presented 
further difficulties, but an old Japanese 
fixed rope aided progress. Finally, after 
they had surmounted all the main 
difficulties, faulty oxygen equipment 
brought Paris to a stop within 500ft. of 
the summit. Seigneur and Mellet 
continued alone and reached the summit 
at 5.0 p.m. A rapid retreat followed and 
the climbers just managed to reach the 
fixed ropes above Camp 6 before night 
fell. The whole expedition then quitted 
the mountain without accident. 

Again, this was a very difficult climb 
which was overcome by a combination of 
the high level of ability and the top 
quality equipment available to the 
expedition . Whenever the French put an 
expedition in the field , planning, 
leadership, equipment, skill and morale 
always seem to be flawless. 

Above: Ferrying loads up the Rock Band above Camp 5 on Makalu. 

Opposite page: The route up Makafu 's West Pillar with the original French route up the 
left-hand ridge and the recent Japanese route up the right-hand ridge. 

Below: The successful team. Back row (I. to r. ): Francois Guillot, Jean-Paul Paris, Robert 
Paragot, Jean-Claude Mosca, Robert Jacob, Dr. Jacques Marchal. Front row: Claude Jager, 
Yannick Seigneur, Georges Payot, Lucien Berardini and Bernard Mel/et. 
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Above: The route up Manaslu 's North West Ridge with the Original Japanese route on the left and the West Face (climbed by the Austrians this 
year) on the right. 

Manaslu: North West Ridge 
The Japanese Alpine Club Expedition of 1971 comprised 
eleven climbers with an average age of 30. The leader was 
Akira Takahishi (57) , and the climbing leader Satoshi 
Aoki (27). The route proved to be very difficult technically 
and highly complex ; coupled with the Makalu ascent of 
the previous year, it marked the entry of Japan into the 
front ranks of Himalayan climbing . 

Base Camp was established at only 12,000ft., and Camp 1 
3,000ft. higher, above a complicated and heavily crevassed 
icefall. Camp 2 (Advance Base) was a further 3,000ft. up 
the mountain, on a large snowfield below the huge North 
Face, protected from avalanches by numerous large 
crevasses. Here the expedition was faced with two 
possibilities. The first was a low, easy traverse across to the 
ridge, followed by a clearly tortuous passage up its chaotically 
icy crest. The alternative was a higher and more straight
forward line which reached the ridge higher up by following 
an inclined snow ramp across the foot of the North Face. 
The latter route was eventually chosen. Great care had to 
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be taken to cross the ramp at the correct time, for the 
danger from surface avalanches, particularly after bad 
weather, was considerable. Sometimes the climbers would 
find that great gaps had appeared in their fixed ropes at 
places along the ramp - a constant reminder of the dangers 
they faced. 

Camp 3 was established on the ridge at 21 ,300ft. Some 
1,500ft. higher up the ridge lay the major obstacle of the 
route, a steep 800ft, cliff which the climbers called the 
Kasa-iwa (rock umbrella) . Clearly, this called for some 
hard artificial climbing . Camp 3 was stockpiled with large 
amounts of hardware, and the ridge up to the foot of the 
Kasa-iwa was fitted with fixed ropes. Here the ice gradually 
grew steeper, merging into the almost vertical rock, and 
there was no place for a camp. Each pair of climbers at 
work on the route had to spend three to four hours 
jumaring up the ropes from Camp 3 before reaching the 
rock ; because of this the cliff took twenty days to climb. 
The route up the Kasa-iwa deviated slightly from the 

Centre top: The Kasa-iwa from Camp 3. Centre bottom: Rappelling down the steep ice at the foot of the Kasa-iwa. Right: Winching loads and 
climbing the ladders on the Kasa-iwa. 

direct line, following a series of leftward - leaning diedres 
after an initial 60ft. ice wall. It was overcome almost solely 
by artificial climbing; as the rock had few natural cracks, 
only about a fifth of the climbing was done on pitons, 
the rest being done on bolts. Near the top the rock became 
sheathed in verglass and snow, and the climbing became 
extremely difficult. This obstacle, situated at nearly 23,000ft., 
must be one of the hardest pieces of technical climbing 
yet overcome at high altitude. 

On May 6th, Camp 4 was established on a sort of 
cornice formed by wind action through a gap in the ridge. 
The whole of the Kasa-iwa was then equipped with 
fixed electron ladders, and four of the Sherpas climbed up 
to assist in load-ferrying. A routine was established 
whereby on fine days a team of Sherpas would ferry loads 
up to the foot of the Kasa-iwa, and the four Sherpas in 
Camp 4 would descend to winch the supplies up to the top 
of the rocks on fixed ropes. In this way they succeeded in 
getting over 2,000lbs of equipment into the high camp. 

Above Camp 4 the ridge soon became rocky again, so 
rather than have further delays the leaders worked out a 
route on the South-West Face. This was a tenuous line 
between the rocks of the ridge and a steep icefall on the face. 
The whole section involved some very steep and 
difficult ice climbing with occasional excursions on to the 
rock (grade 4). At the top of the hanging glacier, another 
gear-hauling line was established. From here the route led 
up a steep couloir to break eventually on to the summit 
plateau. 

On May 16th nine climbers (including the four Sherpas) 
carried loads up to the plateau and established Camp 5 at 
24, 100ft. They lifted six oxygen bottles and eight man-days 
of food and then descended, leaving two men poised for a 
summit push. Although the expedition had originally 
planned for seven camps, it was now clear that if the 
summit was to be reached at all it would have to be done 
from Camp 5. This meant about 1 ½ miles and 2,600ft. of 
ascent across the inclining summit plateau, in the face of 
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Above: The route above Camp 4 on Manaslu showing climbers 
traversing to the couloir between the rocks of the ridge and the icefa/1 
on the West Face. 

Below: Wanatabe and Tsering on their summit climb. They have just 
passed the point where they fell from on their descent. 
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rapidly deteriorating weather. Nevertheless, at 5.0 a.m. the 
following morning, the summit pair, Kasuhara Kohara (30) 
and Matayoshi Tanaka (21 ), set out. Despite wind and soft 
snow conditions they reached the top just after noon on 
May 17th. They returned safely and the whole 
expedition got off the mountain in good order by May 25th, 
having completed a most impressive, difficult and 
dangerous climb in a very poor season without a single 
fatality. 

Tragedy on Peal< 29 

Peak 29 (25,706ft.) , otherwise known as Dakura Himal or 
Manaslu 2, remained until 1960 something of an enigma. 
Whereas its neighbouring peaks, Manaslu and Himalchuli, 
can be clearly seen from Kathmandu and many other 
distant and local vantage points, Peak 29 cannot. The 
Japanese became aware of its size and importance 
during their visits to the Manaslu Group, and while 
climbing Manaslu (1956) and Himalchuli (1959) they were 
able to gain a good impression of its great difficulties. 

It was not until the early 'sixties that attempts were made to 
climb Peak 29. Not surprisingly these were solely Japanese 
affairs. The first problem was to find a possible route, 
for observations had failed to reveal any obvious 
weakness in the mountain's defences. Two small 
reconnaissance expeditions were sent; the second 
discovered that the most feasible line lay up the Pungen 
Glacier and up a couloir to a col on the East Ridge of the 
mountain. From here, a straightforward route led to the foot 
of a steep ice slope (45°, 3000ft.) below the summit. The 
Nepalese ban intervened and the Japanese were unable to 
act on this information until 1969. As soon as the ban was 
lifted they put a strong expedition in the field under 
Dr. S. Sumiyoshi . The party succeeded in climbing a good 
way up the final ice slope but was beaten back by very 
hard ice, for which its equipment was inadequate, and 
continuous falls of spindrift and ice flakes blown off the 
ridge above by the very strong autumn winds. The 
attempt was called off at a height of 24,200ft. A year later 
another party arrived, led by S. Mizuno assisted by 
Dr. Sumiyoshi. Although the climbers started on the 
final ice face about 1 0 days earlier than their 
predecessors, they found conditions just as bad. The snow 
and ice falls swept the slopes clean so that only bare, very 
hard ice was left. However they had much better 
equipment than the former party (12 point crampons and 
special sharp ice screws) and were thus able to climb in one 
day the ground that had taken ten the previous year 
(some fixed ropes may have remained in place - editor). 
So trying were conditions on this face that despite the 
fixed ropes nearly everyone was at some stage swept off 
by the snow and ice flurries, falling only short distances 
but nevertheless sustaining minor scrapes and bruises. 
Eventually 5 climbers and 2 sherpas established a high camp 
(Camp 5) in a bergschrund at 24,500ft., where 
H. Wanatabe and Lhakpa Tsering stayed to make the 
first summit bid. 
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Above: The final ice slopes of Peak 29 seen from Camp 3. The summit 
is just beyond the skyline and the arrows mark the path of the fatal slip. 

The following morning the climbers' progress was watched 
in detail through a telescope at Camp 3. The final ice slope 
was clearly very hard but the pair succeeded in reaching the 
top of it at 1 .30 p.m. They then disappeared from view 
(presumably to climb to the summit) until 3 p.m., when they 
reappeared and started to descend. At 4.30 p.m., just after 
they had stopped for a brief rest, they were seen to fall. 
They came to rest over 2,000ft. lower, at the foot of the 
ice slope, close to Camp 4. The other climbers were quick 
to reach them but they were dead. 

This terrible accident had a severe effect on the expedition's 
morale. The Sherpas, one of whom was Tsering's brother, 
were very disturbed. Remembering their previous slips, 
they were reluctant to continue. Furthermore the bodies 
had to be carried off the mountain to appease local 
religious custom. Thus the party felt unable to launch 
another attempt on the summit and the question of 
whether the peak was climbed remains in doubt. It is 
generally felt that the pair did reach the summit however. 
Wanatabe's camera was smashed in the fall, but apart 
from the eye-witness evidence there were two further 
clues: the string from the flags, which was still attached to 
Wanatabe's broken axe, and the presence close to the 
climbers of an alien piece of rock which they might have 
picked up at the summit. The Japanese therefore feel justified 
in claiming that the two climbers did in fact reach the 
summit of Peak 29 before their fatal slip. 
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Above : The upper section of the South Ridge of Khinyang Chhish. Triangle Peak is in the left foreground; Tent Peak is the seemingly highest point 
and the summit is on its left. 

The Polish Ascent of Khinyang Chhish 
Khinyang Chhish (25,760ft.), one of the great unclimbed 
prizes of the Karakoram, had been attempted twice before 
last year's successful ascent by a Polish party. An 
Anglo-Pakistani Forces expedition visited it in 1962 and 
lost two climbers ; and in 1965 a Japanese team made an 
attempt in which they also lost a man. Thus this fine 
mountain, the 22nd highest in the world, established fo r 
itself a reputation for considerable difficulty and danger. 

The first two attempts used much of their energy and time 
establishing and maintaining a route along the full 
length of the South Ridge. The Poles planned to cut out 
most of this effort by climbing the South Face directly 
from the Pumarikish Glacier to the Ice Cake Tower. 
This was obviously going to be hard, too hard for high 
altitude porters, so they increased their own numbers with 
experienced climbers and cut down on the numbers of 
of porters. Their plans were amply justified on the 
mountain. The face was indeed hard, and was so dangerous, 
that they were only able to climb safely during the 
late afternoon and evening. 3000ft. of fixed rope and one 
camp were established on the face. Finally the tactic paid 
off and the Poles were able to place their Camp 2 near 
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the top of the Ice Cake Tower, in the same place as the 
Japanese Camp 4. 

From here the route was substantially the same as that 
attempted by the Japanese. An exposed, heavily corniced 
ridge joining Camps 2 and 3 was fixed with more ropes 
and Camp 3 was sited in a chaotic labyrinth of seracs and 
crevasses below Triangle Peak. 

Here an accident took place. Three climbers set out to 
extend the route to Camp 4. They had only gone a short 
distance when a huge snow bridge over a concealed 
crevasse broke. Jan Franczuk fell in and was buried by 
powder snow and ice blocks. His companions, one a 
doctor, extricated him after only 30 minutes but he was 
already dead. He was buried close to Camp 3; after 
some deliberation the expedition was continued in his honour. 

A long traverse across the top of the hanging glacier on 
the South Face of Triangle Peak led to the site of Camp 4 
at 23,500ft, on the ridge below Tent Peak. Here four of the 
climbers were marooned for 4 days in bad weather and 
were then forced to make a desperate retreat back to 
Base Camp. 12 days passed before any further moves 
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Top right : Tra versing the I ce Cake Tower above Camp 2. Bottom right : The South-Face of Khinyang Chhish showing the complete line of 
ascent. The final section of the route is greatly foreshortened. -

were possible ; 3 days after that, Zygmunt Heinrich, 
Jan Stryczynski, Ryszard Szafirski and the expedition 
leader Andrzej Zawada left Camp 4 for their summit bid . 
They traversed across the North Side of Tent Peak into the 
Western Cwm of Khinyang Chhish. All this provided quite 
difficult mixed climbing . Darkness overtook the cl imbers 
when they were still 250ft. below the summit and they 
were forced to bivouac without full down equipment. 
Luckily the night, though cold, was windless and they were 
able to continue the following morning and reach the 
summit at 8am. 

Khinyang Chhish seems to have lived up to its reputation 
on this occasion. The Polish team was a strong one, 
comprising a number of very experienced alpinists as well 
as the four climbers who had ascended Ma!ubiting West 
the previous yea r. Nevertheless they found their resources 
taxed to the full on this dangerous peak. They lost one man 
and were possibly lucky to escape further accidents 
during their very bold ascent. Clearly a major problem on 
this mountain is the large amount of traversing on quite 
difficult ground - a factor that makes retreat in the event 
of bad weather a very serious undertaking. 

SUMMARY 
Greater Himalaya. A bri ef review of the more important ascents and attempts on 
mounta ins in t he Himalaya and the Karakoram over th e past fo ur yea rs. Expeditions 
dea lt wi th in detail were: 
Makalu: West Pillar. A Frenc h Expedition led by Robert Paragot w ith L. Berardini, 
R. J acob, J . C. Mosca, B. M elle!, Y. Seigneur, J . P. Paris, C. J ager, J . M archal, 
F. Guillot and G. Payot. Summit reached by Seigneur and M ellet. 
Manaslu: North West Ridge. A Japanese Exped ition led by Akira Takahishi w ith 
N. Endo, S. Tanaka, S. Aoki, Y. Takahishi, T. A mamiya, K. Kohara. T. Atarashi, 
T. Matsuzaki, M . Tanaka and S. Shimizu. Summit reached by Tanaka and Kohara. 
Peak 29 : East Face. The first ascent by a J apanese exped ition led by S. M izuno. 
Summit reached by H. Wanatabe and Lhakpa Tsering w ho w ere killed during the 
descent. Team detai ls unavai lable. 
Khinyang Chhish : South Ridge/ Face. The f irst ascent by a Polish Exped ition led by 
An drzej Zawada w ith K. Cie lecki. E. Chrobak, J . Franczuk, A. Gal inski, Z. Heinrich, 
B. J ankowsk i, A . Kus, J . M ichalski, J . Poreba, J. Stryczynsk i, R. Szafirski and 
S. Zierhoffer. Summit reached by Zawada, Heinrich, Stryczynski and Szaf irski. 
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The BigWallsof Baffin Island 
by Doug Scott 
"Walk away quietly in any direction 
and taste the freedom of the Mountaineer. 
Camp out among the grass and gentians 
of glacier meadows, in craggy garden nooks ... " John Muir 
The Anglo-American Baffin Island Expedition began with 
noble intentions, but, faced with the problems of mounting 
costs, we compromised our ideals to the detriment of the 
expedition. As this situation is likely to recur amongst 
climbers going on small expeditions it seems relevant to 
explain our problems and offer a possible solution . 
It was to be a 'magic' expedition to the big walls and 
unclimbed peaks of the Canadian Arctic. ' Big' is usually 
bad; so we would be few in number, a group of close 
friends amongst whom competitive climbing and ego
tripping would cut no ice. We would not include people 
solely for their fund-raising potential. We would not 
commit ourselves to print before the venture, nor arrange 
restricting contracts with publishers. We were determined 
to be governed by the exigencies of the mountain and our 
natural climbing reactions, rather than by those of 
commercial advertising and rash commitments made in the 
City or in the pages of Mountain . 
Of course, we failed. It was my fault. Well , the leader 
couldn't be blamed as there wasn't one. We never did go in 
for that, as the right man will always come up with the right 
suggestion at the right time and someone will always 
weaken and put a brew on . No, it was my fault because, 
out of necessity, being the only one in Britain for a time 
during the postal strike, I made most of the preliminary 
decisions which we all had to suffer thereafter. I let the 
number get out of hand and we ended up with nine - all 
good blokes who you couldn't turn down, and we needed 
them to help pay for a winter air drop. But it meant we 
were to become bogged down with spiralling logistical 
problems. Then not everyone knew each other. Phil Koch, 
from Vermont, knew only myself and Dennis Hennek, who 
came from California and knew only Rob Wood from Leeds 
(late Calgary) apart from me; Steve Smith, Ray Gillies and 
Guy Lee, all from Nottingham Climbers' Club, knew Rob 
but no one else and certainly not Pat Baird from 
Montreal. Only Rob knew him. A week before departure, 
Mick Burke came along as camera-man . And we all knew 
him by reputation . 

The return journey from Nottingham to Pangnirtung, in 
Baffin Island, was to cost us £240 each . With additional 
expenditure on equipment, food, and exorbitant Nord Air 
freight charges, a personal contribution of about £500 was 
required. We needed help! I let Mountain use a photo of 
Mount Asgard on its front cover and gave it a news item. 
We were also reported in the national press. Definite 
commitments grew. 
The film was my doing (or, rather, undoing). John Players 
generously gave a last minute donation of £500 after 
hearing that we were short of money (it certainly helped to 
supplement the £100 M.E.F. grant) . They wanted very little 
in return except for mention in the local paper. Their 
directors asked me if we could make a film. I jumped in feet 
first and accepted a £3,500 undertaking on behalf of the 
expedition, with Mick Burke to film it. Whilst Players had 
done this sort of thing before in other fields it was to be 
their first mountaineering film; they could not be held 
responsible in any way for what followed . The phone bill 
soared as a hot line was opened between California, 
Calgary and Nottingham ; opinions were aired and the 
dangers debated of filming on our type 'of expedition. As 
Mick and Rob had climbed the Nose on El Capitan 
together they had a special relationship which helped 
soften the blow. When Mick arrived, after losing all the 
filming gear at Montreal Airport, our fears were completely 
allayed : not because he had lost the gear (that turned up 
again) but because he fitted in so well. A typical ex-hitch
hiking crag rat, he was soon yarning all the way from 
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Langdale Slate Quarries to the Annapurna Rock Band . 
On our previous Nottingham Climbers' Club campaigns to 
the Sahara and the Hindu Kush, once the last donkeyman 
had gone back down the valley, we could largely relax, 
forget the pre-expedition ballyhoo, and let the climbing 
develop spontaneously. With a film unit, however, comes a 
constant reminder that results are required, and stated 
objectives have to be realized. So we spent many days 
carting 350Ib. of camera gear on abortive carries into the 
mountains, only to be thwarted by severe storms. We also 
climbed the 2,000ft. North Face of Breidablik twice to ensure 
Players had some sort of film . Other good days we spent 
taking cut-away shots around Base Camp. The result was 
that we missed the 'Big One', Asgard West Side: by the 
time we got around to it there was no settled weather left 
and winter had arrived. 
On the debit side, then, there was a feeling of failure in 
the air as we had not realized our main 'objective'. 
Furthermore, the expedition was less of an adventure than it 
might have been with a smaller party. We had used 
helicopters on account of the large group and the heavy film 
gear, and this reduced our manoeuvrability and our feeling 
of isolation. Primarily, prior commitments had restricted us to 
stated objectives and to some extent prevented the 
spontaneous climbing we had envisaged, namely: to go and 
find appealing lines up big walls, something absolutely 
classic, routes we knew we would want to go on climbing 
even when it was snowing and blowing a gale. It took us a 
vital month to realize these intentions. The interest of the 
team was also towards Alpine climbing, as opposed to 
Big Wall climbing. In fact, here was an area reminiscent of 
the Alps in the eighteenth century, where, out of hundreds 
of peaks, only a few easily accessible ones had been climbed 
- and then only by their 'via normals' . Steve and Ray, in 
particular, had intended to climb several more peaks by 
attractive snow couloirs and elegant aretes, but spent their 
alpine days carrying tripods and such like up crumbling 
moraine and slushy glaciers. In fairness, it is easy to forget 
the bad storms that kept us immobile for up to ten days. 
On balance, the bad weather was as much to blame as our 
commitments for our missed opportunities . 
On the credit side, we did visit nine virgin summits, rising 
from approximately 1,500ft. to 6,500ft. ; we did climb the 
North Face of Breidablik, the 4,000ft. slabs and head wall of 
Mount Killibuck - both two-day climbs - and the steep 
South Ridge of Mount Asgard, South Peak. We had 
considered putting all our resources on the 3,500ft. West 
Face dihedral of Mount Asgard when the weather 
deteriorated in August. Siege climbing is not uncommon in 
Patagonia, where fixed ropes are left behind a leader to 
ensure a safe retreat when storms threaten; but here we 
thought it more appropriate to return next summer (or 
leave it for someone else) to climb it in a single push, 
Alpine-style, during a mild July. We were also tempted to 
tackle the 4,500ft. West Face of Mount Thor, but as this 
would have required considerable bolt ladders we left it 
for the distant future . 

Compromises had been made, but fortunately not on the 
mountains. Such was the build-up that we had given these 
peaks that further incentive might well have encouraged our 
climbing them at any cost; but the exploits of Maestri and 
Harding, and their repercussions, were very much in our 
thoughts. It was good that we did not abuse our privileged 

Right: Guy Lee's and Phil Koch's route on the North Buttress of 
Breidablik. This gave 2,000ft. of sustained VSJHVS climbing with easy 
aid sections which they overcame mostly with nuts. 
This and other photos: Doug Scott 
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MT ASGARD (6,598ft.) This magnificent fortress of monolithic rock forms the centrepiece of the region. 1. The 
East Face, showing the line taken by the Swiss first ascent party in 1953. They reached the col via the large snow 
fields and they then climbed the skyline ridge to gain the North Peak (right) . 2. A view from the north, with the 
awe-inspiring 3,000ft. West Face of North Peak seen in profile. 3. The West Face seen obliquely from the south 
west at midnight. 4. The West Face. Scott and Hennek attempted the obvious dihedral system starting directly 
below the col and slanting up to North Peak. 5. A view from the south west, with the South Ridge of South Peak in 
profile on the right. 6. The South Ridge of South Peak, climbed by Wood, Lee and Koch, seen from the south east. 
The ridge was gained from this basin and the whole route gave a 3,000ft. climb of Severe/ VS standard. 



Above. Looking from the North towards Breidablik - 'the whole area was reminiscent of the Alps in the eighteenth century' . Below : Hennek's and 
Scott's route on the East Face of Mt Killibuck. This comprised 3,000ft. of easy slab climbing topped by a 1,200ft. headwall giving VSJHVS climbing 
with some aid 



position as the first big wall climbers to visit the 
mountains of Baffin Island ; but then we had not climbed 
the most demanding routes so any feelings of smug 
complacency on this score are ill-founded. 
The incomparable majesty and haunting beauty of the fjord , 
the glaciated valleys and the mountains were worth every 
frustration mentioned before. Indeed, on reflection, the 
expedition was enormously successful in terms of our 
strengthened relationships with each other and our 
memories of this truly wilderness area . We will remember, 
too, the gentle eskimo tenuously preserving his unique 
life-style forged down the generations in an incomparable 
struggle against the inhospitable Arctic. And we have 
something to remind us of all this and the magnificent 
climbing we did together - a beautiful film ! 
We still dream of wandering back to this wilderness, 
carrying all we need on our backs, to climb those 
magnificent clean-cut dihedrals. Maybe we would take only 
four people, four ropes, fifty krabs, and iron rations; walk in 
unaided and unfettered, to learn, perhaps, the secrets of 
Asgard's West Face, or the 2,500ft. overhanging prow of 
Friga, or any others that should take our fancy. Sadly, we 
may never be able to capture the adventure that might have 
been, for a second visit seldom has the same fascination 
of discovery. 
This dream could only become reality when the problem of 
fund-raising is resolved. It is impossible for the average 
climber to acquire sufficient funds without shedding all 
personal responsibilities. The Mount Everest Foundation has 
considerably assisted British expeditions to all parts of 
the world over the last twenty years. Because the 
Foundation is now eating into its capital the grants are 
unlikely to become larger. Yet expedition costs continue 
to rise. Perhaps the day will come when the financial 
benefits creamed off by retailers, publishers and TV 
companies will go back into climbing via the M.E.F. It was 
a fine idea to plough the profits from the successful book 
and film of Everest '53 back into climbing; but since then 
the only additional contribution to the capital has been from 
Chris Bonington's successful book, Annapurna South Face. 
Perhaps we could see the establishment of B.M.C. -
controlled outlets for climbing and associated equipment, 
not unlike the Y.H.A. shops. Perhaps the new B.M .C. 
climbing magazine will be able to make some 
contributions. Perhaps, too, the B.M.C. could sponsor the 
publication of expedition, technical and guide books whose 
authors would be paid an honorarium while the profits went 
back into climbing. It might be worthwhile for the B.M .C. 
to act as lecture agent on behalf of the growing band of 
climbing lecturers. But the areas where the largest slice of 
cake is lost to climbing are in the film and TV world . Here, 
the B.M .C. could assist climbers with film and TV contracts, 
at the same time negotiating a portion of the estimated 
profits for themselves and thus for climbers in general. 
There does seem to be a very good case for controlling the 
growing exploitation of British climbing. I have approached 
the subject obscurely from the problems faced by a small 
expedition: other climbers will no doubt be able to present 
a better case from their own observations and experiences 
on the home front. 
Surely our national climbing organization should divert 
some of its energies away from the testing of obscure pieces 
of equipment; away from the standardization of Mountain 
School procedure (where there is no real adventure since 
personal judgement is so limited by concern for safety), and 
instead put more thought into the essence of 
mountaineering: the pioneering of new routes in good 
style and in adventurous surroundings. 

SUMMARY 
Baffin Island/ Cumberland Peninsula. An Anglo-American expedition comprising 
Doug Scott, Rob Wood, Guy Lee, Steve Smith, Ray Gillies and Mick Burke from Great 
Britain ; Phil Koch and Dennis Hennek from the United States and Pat Baird from 
Canada. Peaks climbed were: Mt. Pingo 6,300ft. (Hennek and Scott); Ungarda/uk 
6,400ft. (Hennek and Scott); Mt. Anaquq 1 and 2 (Baird, Smith and Wood); 
Mt. Bilbo (Gillies, Lee and Wood); Mt. Killibuck: East Face (Hennek and Scott, 
Gillies, Lee and Wood); Breidablik: North Face (Koch and Lee, Hennek, Scott and 
Wood); Mt. Frodo (Koch, Lee and Smith); Mt. Asgard: South Peak, South Ridge 
(Koch, Lee and Wood). 
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by Paddy Buckley 

The most remote mountain in Scotland is A 'Mhaighdean 
(007749), east of Loch Maree. At 3,173ft, it is the highest 
gneiss summit in the country, and it is at least eleven miles 
from a road in any direction. Take a look at the map of 
Wester Ross, in the Northern Highlands. The main road, 
the only road, bordered mostly by loch or ocean, traces 
three sides of a rectangle. Within these confines the adjacent 
deer forests of Letterewe and Fisherfield enclose one of the 
loveliest and most spectacular regions in the British Isles. 
Only a handful of people live there, at Kernsary and 
Letterewe; the rest - 120 square miles of it - is empty. In 
the heart of this wilderness lies Carn more, originally a 
farmhouse, but now a shooting lodge, with a barn that is 
always open. Towering above is Carnmore Crag, a steep, 
rather shapeless, 800ft. cliff, facing south-west and 
composed of Lewisian gneiss - the best rock in the world 
for climbing. 
Mike O'Hara called it " the most wonderful place in all Britain : 
remote, vast, and beautiful in a fashion not found elsewhere 
in the Highlands". Tom Weir, who sung its praises in 1948, 
described "a loch-head as spectacular as Coruisk". Beinn 
Lair was acclaimed by Munro as "possibly the grandest 
inland line of cliffs to be found in Scotland" . The area has 
no lack of superlatives. The scale is deceptive: the white 
lodge, from first glimpse to thankful arrival, will 
tantalize your steps for two hours or more; that small crag, 
just right for an evening climb, may involve you in a 
midnight epic ; 300ft. slabs stretch magically to 600ft. In 
contrast to the barrenness of Torridonian moors, the wide 
strath of Fiann Loch seems pastoral, almost lush; in mid
summer the tiny flowers reveal a profusion of colour 
everywhere. 
All this belongs to Colonel Whitbread, who is determined to 
preserve the area from the march of progress. It is 
primarily a deer forest, rather lackadaisically managed. 
Fishing is the minor interest. There are also wild goats, 
ptarmigan, grouse, a few eagles and some peregrine 
falcons. Recently sheep grazed the hillsides, but have been 
taken off during the afforestation of the moors around 
Kernsary. Cattle and hill ponies are kept at Letterewe, 
although many of the horses spend the summer above 
Dubh Loch and are consequently half-wild . 
In an article by G. T. Glover, published in 1912, there is an 
old faded photograph, incorrectly entitled Torr na h'lolaire, 
on which the main feature, clear and unmistakable, is the 
pale slab, the steep wall and the overhanging flake of 
Dragon, first climbed almost half a century later. Glover 
wrote of men working in the fields below. The nearby 
crags were climbed sporadically by SMC members: W. N. 
Ling and G. T. Glover in 1909 and 1910 ; Dr. J . H. B. Bell 
in 1928 and 1950; P. D. Baird in 1933; F. F. Cunningham 
in 1949 and C. G. M. Slesser in 1951. 
The SMC Journal made challenging statements about the 
wealth of unclimbed rock within Letterewe and Fisherfield 
Forests, mentioning in particular a line of cliffs on Beinn Lair, 
2½ miles long, with buttresses between 400 and 1,400ft. high. 
In 1951 parties from the universities of Glasgow, Leeds, 
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Above: The cliffs of Beinn Lair from Carnmore Crag. Below: Two views of the head of Fionn Loch. Carnmore Crag is on the extreme left. 
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ny scree at the base of. the cliff. Below: The late evening sun picks out the 
e: Paddy Buckley 



Cambridge and Oxford took up the challenge and recorded 
twenty routes - an average of one per buttress. The average 
standard was Very Difficult to Severe : the climbing was 
pleasant (when dry), lacking in variety, but among some 
magnificent rock scenery, in situations demanding all-round 
mountaineering skills. With very few belays and numerous 
alternatives to the hard moves, it is an ideal cliff for 
solo climbing : there is always a feeling of being on 
unexplored ground . Hardly anything has been done here 
since 1951 ; the surface has barely been scratched . It has 
proved a disappointing cliff in winter, needing exceptionally 
hard conditions to make it worthwhile. 
The first recorded climb on Carnmore was made in 1952, 
when, on the last day of March, amid intermittent snow 
showers, Ted Wrangham and Arthur Clegg put up their 
exploratory Diagonal Route, an arbitrary line which has 
since spawned many variant pitches. Two years later, 
Chris Bonington came here with an RAF party, and left 
for posterity the Poacher's Route, the poorest climb on 
the crag . 

During the mid -fifties the Cambridge University 
Mountaineering Club had a vigorous tradition of spring 
meets in Scotland, usually on Ben Nevis. On Easter Sunday, 
1955, Mike O' Hara and Marjorie Langmuir, based at 
Shenevall , made the first route on the Maiden Buttress, a 
small 350ft. crag under the north-west shoulder of 
A 'Mhaighdean . They returned in August with Bob Kendell , 
and added another six climbs, all on the most perfect rock. 
The following Easter, four CUMC members established 
themselves in the barn at Carnmore. George Fraser and 
O'Hara made the first ascent of Fiann Buttress by the 
Original Route, which they considered the finest climb they 
had ever done. A year later, O'Hara and Bill Blackwood 
(from Glasgow) invented the present Fiann Buttress route, 
discovering the tremendously exposed traverse across the 
nose of the cliff. (Ian Rowe's later verdict was "must be 
one of the finest climbs in Scotland. " ) Fraser and O' Hara 
then ventured on to the steep Upper Wall (likened by 
Geoff Cram to the Pinnacle on Cloggy) and produced 
a superb HVS classic, Dragon. Its second ascent was 
made in June 1957 by Ted Maden and David Fagan, 
both CUMC men . In all , thirty-one new routes were made 
in 1957 by the Cambridge climbers, an excellent year's 
work, culminating in the publication of an interim guide 
in 1958, which appeared first in Cambridge Mountaineering, 
and later as a separate reprint. The pace of explorat ion 
subsequently slackened. 
In April 1960, Dougal Haston and Robin Smith traversed 
across the Upper Wall under the vast roof that bisects the 
face, and found a way through the overhangs to produce 
their exhilarating Gob. The traverse follows a natural 
weathering fault and, like that of Dragon, is fissile in places. 
The crux is at a sort of giant swallow's nest under the eaves. 
Haston returned a year later with Andy Wightman to seek a 
suitable approach to Gob, from the Lower Wall. Their route, 
Yogi, goes up the steep rib to the left of the Yellow Scar, 
and required two pegs on the first pitch. In 1963 Paddy 
Buckley and John Budd, in retreat from an early attempt on 
the Wall , traversed across the top of Dragon 's slab and 
under the roof of the Hairy Green Corner. Over the next 
few years, Buckley and other members of the Wellingborough 
MC (Budd, Tom Wildman and Den King ) produced a 
number of variations and el iminates on Carnmore (usually 
the result of getting lost or climbing without a guidebook) 
and several original routes on the more remote crags. 
None of these was ever recorded . 

The Creag Dhu came in 1966 and made some typically 
fierce climbs : Balaton and Boo-Boo (Bill Gorman and 
Con Higgins) on the Lower Wall , and Abomination (J . 
McLean, A. Currey and J. Cunningham) to the left of 
Dragon. By 1967, under the stimulus of Ted Maden,_ who had 
led the second ascent of Fiann Buttress ten years earlier, a new 
generation of CUMC men had emerged : Gordon Macnair, 
Dick Isherwood, Bob Keates and Peter Rawat. Isherwood 
and Eddie Birch, after repeating Gob, forced Sword, yet 
another break in that enormous roof. The second pitch 
required a rope move to by-pass the deep cave to the 
right of Dragon . Birch, who was second man, thought it as 
hard as Vector, but he was wearing boots and carrying the 

sack. The upper section of the groove above the cave 
coincides with part of St. George, but the routes diverge 
at the Gob traverse. St. George had been put up a little 
earlier by Geoff Cram and R. Schipper. An excellent line, 
it has superb quality and tremendous exposure, like all the 
routes on the Upper Wall. 
The ' Dumbarton lads' - Rab Carrington, M . Shaw, J. R. 
Jackson and Ian Fulton - came in August 1967 and made 
two long routes on Ghost Slabs, and four short ones on Torr 
na h' lolaire. Next year, in a June heatwave, Carrington and 
Jackson solved the long outstanding problem of 
Carnmore Corner, which required a peg for aid . They were 
watched throughout by telescope from the ghillies' bothy: 
the estate workers were impressed. 
Ian Rowe's new guide was published in December 1969. It 
is probably still too early to judge what effect it has had on 
either the number of people going to Carnmore or the 
number of climbs they have produced. The grapevine is less 
efficient here than in Llanberis. My own route on Fiann 
Buttress, done in July 1971 with Den King, was on the 
eliminate theme: to the left of the Original in the lower 
half, to the traverse line by some thin moves, reversing 
the traverse leftwards and then climbing the upper part by 
keeping right of Fiann Castle. It has no name, no 
description, and has not been reported. At this stage in the 
crag 's development it is probably irrelevant, although an 
attempt on the line was made by O'Hara and Maden in 1957. 
Most of the routes on Carnmore are VS: they are of high 
quality and compare favourably with the best routes 
elsewhere. The sandstone cliffs that outcrop on 
A 'Mhaighdean have everything, from easy slabs to 
unclimbed 250ft. walls . On nearby Ruadh Stac Mor there is 
an ideal training ground for the beginner - a vast expanse 
of sandstone slabs, 400ft. high, perfect rock, at a standard 
between Difficult and Very Difficult. On Beinn Airigh Charr 
there is a cliff 1,500ft. high - the biggest in the district. The 
lower half is mainly rubbish, but the enormous final 
pyramid, Martha's Peak (routes of 800ft , Mild VS) , is very 
enjoyable. The climbing is similar to that on Beinn Lai r, but 
with more variety and better quality. 
There are literally dozens of crags within easy reach of the 
barn, offering climbs of every standard, mostly on 
excellent rock. To my knowledge there are only six that are 
still virgin . Most have at least one route but, apart from 
Carnmore, Torr na h' lolaire, Beinn Lair and the Maiden, 
most are largely unexplored . Indeed, many are unnamed. 
Despite the guidebooks, the potential has barely been tapped . 

Below: Carnmore Crag. Routes marked: 1. Fiann Buttress; 2. Original 
Route; 3. Red S car Entry; 4. Diagonal; 5. Balaton; 6. Boo -Boo; 7. Connie 
Onnie; 8 . Green Corner; 9. Dragon; 10. Abomination; 11 . S w ord; 
12. St. George; 13. Gob; 14. Carnmore Corner. 
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Hence a dilemma: and since there are important issues at 
stake in the use of wilderness areas, I should like to 
state my own personal attitude and experience. 

" Where would the world be, once bereft 
Of wet and wildness? 0 let them be left. 
0 let them be left, wildness and wet: 
Long live the weeds and the wilderness yet." 

G. M . Hopkins' heartfelt plea is a fitting theme today. The 
North-West of Scotland is an area of incomparable beauty: 
a unique landscape of mountain moor and water - a 
natural wilderness you might think. Ecologically, however, 
much of it is a man-made desert. Fire and axe, raiding and 
clan warfare, the inhuman clearances, the replacement of 
cattle by sheep, and the sport of deer stalking, have all 
played their part in the erosion and degradation of the land 
and the impoverishment of its people. Today's menace, the 
motor car and the man of leisure, may prove to be just as 
devastating and in a much shorter time. 
In the particular context of Carnmore, the threat from the 
motor car (and that extension of affluence, the motor boat) 
is only slight, so long as Colonel Whitbread and his 
successors show it the same determined opposition . The 
man of leisure in this case is the rock climber. Look at the 
frantic development of the sport in England and Wales 
where every crag, large or small , no matter how grotty or 
insignificant, has its maze of routes and variations and its 
sacrificial heaps of beer cans, discarded socks and broken 
laces. Do we need to bring the squalor of our sport to the 
Northern Highlands? 
The competitive element certainly ensures a continual rise 
in standards; the desire to see one's name in print is not 
always dishonourable. Neither has any place, however, in 
the exploration of a wilderness area. In a warning note 
issued privately to SMC members by Tiso and Rowe, the 
latter argues that "competitive climbing is destructive of 
exploratory climbing". He suggests as an immediate remedy 
that no more technical descriptions or guidebooks to 
remote crags should be published. In the mountains south 
of the border, such a warning is too late and the remedy 
unworkable. In Scotland there is still time; nowhere more 
so than in the Northern Highlands. 
The idea is far from new: Bill Murray, T<om Weir and 
Derwent Turnbull, have argued its case. Admittedly it is 
difficult to view the matter without some bias. That small 
corner of paradise which has given you so much pleasure 
over the years is now threatened with invasion ... Our sport 
changes. 
Whether guidebooks are the cause or the effect of pressure 
on any area is debatable. Certainly O'Hara's guide didn't 
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Large and small scale maps showing 
Carnmore's location and main road approaches. 
The crags marked on the large map are: 1. Beinn 
Airigh Chair; 2. Little Crag; 3. Creig na Gaorach; 
4. Beinn Lair; 5. Ghost Slabs; 6. A'Mhaighdean; 
7. Ruadh Sta c Mor; 8. Maiden Buttress; 
9. Torr na h'lolaire; 10. Carnmore Crag; 11 . Na 
Bearta Buttress; 12. Creag Toll a Mhadaidh; 
13. Junction Buttress; 14. The Sidings. 

create any noticeable upsurge. Admittedly it was difficult 
to obtain, which was partly why the SMC decided to publish 
a revised edition. The wider availability of their version 
may induce more people to make the long trip to the north 
and endure the four-hour trek to Carnmore. And why not? 
There is room enough. Let me put the matter in perspective . 
In one hour this January, on a bleak and stormy weekend, 
I saw more people on the Carneddau than I had seen in 
eight visits to Carnmore. And there is information enough: 
one general and two rock climbing guides; at least twenty 
articles in club journals ; odd notes and photographs in all 
sorts of places ; and now this. No wringing of hands or 
searching of conscience will make it all disappear. I should 
be ungrateful to suggest that guidebooks are bad. My own 
debt to them is evident. O' Hara's article Highland Dragon 
(1958), with its mouth-watering shot of one man, just one 
man, seemingly alone on the Upper Wall , persuaded me to 
Carn more ; his route descriptions of Fionn Buttress and 
Dragon led to some of the most enjoyable climbing of my 
life. Yet for me the greater pleasure has always been the 
satisfaction of an original ascent - or what I, lacking 
proper guide, regarded at the time as an original ascent. 

The guidebook is a fact of life: so is the competitiveness 
feared by Rowe and Tiso. Are they related? It is difficult 
to be sure. I share Rowe's concern that we do not destroy 
the "exploratory reward" by providing descriptions to every 
route on every crag in the North-West. Enough has been 
written: let us publish no more, in club journals, SMC 
guides, or in Mountain or Rocksport. 

Most of us I suppose are capable of some degree of double
think ; my own position, you will have noticed, is rather 
shaky. Ian Rowe left himself wide open to criticism by 
including in his guide several routes which were short, 
some which were trivial, and some which were irrelevant. 
The SMC, however, should not be so equivocal. It should 
ensure that in the Northern Highlands (and, Sassenachs, 
this does not include Ben Nevis or Skye) there remains the 
opportunity for original exploration. Even here there might 
be exceptions - safety valves, if you like. Those who find 
pleasure in roadside crags can climb at Tallie, or the 
Bonaidh Donn, or Gruinard, and they can write up their 
doings to their hearts' content. Perhaps the SMC policy for 
publishing rock-climbing guides to the Northern Highlands 
is basically at fault. The Letterewe section of Vol. I was full 
of errors, evidence of a rush job. Other volumes to cover 
Torridon and Applecross are in preparation. As one who has 
climbed in these areas without benefit of guidebooks, my 
opinions are predictable, but possibly they are not shared 
by the majority. 



AVON GORGE New guidebook by Ed. Drummond. Up-to-date at 
1st May 1972. Photo-diagrams. Illustrated plastic covers. Pocket-sized. 
Send P.O. or cheque for £1 .20 + 5p p. & p. to Blacks of Greenock Ltd., 
Bryant's Outdoor Centre, Colston Street, Bristol BS1 5BZ. 

Buxton, Derbyshire. 
The best in climbing equipment from 

High Peak Outdoor Centre 
22 High Street, Buxton. telephone 5824 
OPEN EVERY OAY - LATE NIGHT FRIDAY 
SUNDAY Till NOON. 

To those of you who have known the various delights that 
spring from a visit to any lonely and remote mountain 
region, let me put one question. What sort of climbing shall 
our children inherit? It is a problem that deserves some 
thought. How can we safeguard the wilderness for future 
generations? Landowners like Colonel Whitbread, whilst 
pursuing what to some may seem selfish interests, are 
better guardians, for us, than the Scottish Tourist Board, the 
Forestry Commission or, for that matter, the Nature 
Conservancy. The limiting of published information on new 
routes may eventually ease the pressure. What gives me the 
greatest hope for the future - and with each visit I become 
more confident - is that the wilderness creates its own 
natural barriers and defences, those of difficulty and 
inaccessibility. Long may it do so. 
ACCESS 
The road from Poolewe to Kernsary is private ; prior permission to 
use it should be obtained from the Head Stalker at Letterewe, 
Mr. C. Littlejohn. Mr. Anderson, who lives at Kernsary, will charge 
£1 parking fee, and will not welcome those who have not obtained 
permission, nor those who disturb him on Sundays. If this deters you, 
there are six alternative approaches which do not need permission. The 
ferry across Loch Maree is strictly private. The whole area should be 
avoided during deer stalking, August 12th- October 20th. 
FOOTNOTE 
I should be grateful for any unpublished information concerning 
Carnmore, particularly its early history. Comments, criticisms and 
queries are also welcome. 
SUMMARY 
The Northern Highlands of Scotland. Carnmore Region. A briel history of the 
cl(mbing and a plea to keep further route recording to a minimum in order to retain the 
wilderness atmosphere of a remote area. Guides : The Northern Highlands by Ian Rowe 
and the SMT District Guide - Northern Highlands by Thomas Strang, Vol. I. 
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Mountain interview 

RICCARDO CASSIN 
Of all the great alpine climbers of that 
exciting decade prior to the Second World 
War, Riccardo Cassin stands out as the most 
distinguished. His three outstanding North 
Face climbs on the Grandes Jorasses, the 
Cima Ovest and the Piz Badile marked him 
out as an alpinist of the highest calibre. They 
formed the corner -stone of the career of one 
of the greatest climbers of our time. 

Cassin was born in 1909 in the northern 
Italian village of San Vito al Tagliamento. His 
father was killed (in an industrial accident) 
when Cassin was three and he and his sister 
were raised by their mother until the family 
moved to Lecco in 1926. Cassin started work 
as a mechanic, a poorly paid occupation with 
a six day working week. Nevertheless he 
soon became involved with a group of lads 
who were keen to climb and together they 
started to visit the nearby crags and 
mountains. Self-taught climbing techniques, 
and increasing experience obtained the hard 
way, led on to bigger and better things, and 
finally a climbing revolution . .. It is a 
familiar story. What took place after the 
Second World War in the industrial cities of 
Britain had already occurred fifteen years 
earlier in Lecco. It was there in the early 
'thirties that a group of young men, among 
whom Riccardo Cassin was the dominating 
element, formed themselves into a 
mountaineering club to further their common 
interests. From the footpaths they turned to 
the limestone buttresses of the Grigna which 
overshadowed their town. Less redoubtable 
than the gritstone edges of the Rock and Ice, 
but equally serviceable as a playground in 
which to learn the art of rock climbing, the 
Grigna has witnessed the apprenticeship of 
many fine mountaineers, but perhaps none 
more remarkable than Cassin. 

When the sun shines on the gleaming rock 
spires of the Grigna, it is hot: too hot to 
climb in comfort, but the local climbers 
adapted themselves to the conditions because 
heat and thirst are common problems on the 
Dolomite walls. On the warm, drowsy summer 
evenings, cicadas croak in the grass, 
fireflies gleam, and far away across the 
plains the lights of Milan glow through the 
industrial haze. Lecco is not visible: the 
valley wall is too steep, but it is only half
an-hour's drive away today. In the 'thirties 
it was a five lire tram-ride, followed by an 
hour's easy walk. 

The climbers also visited the spires in winter, 
venturing on to hard routes in the severest 
conditions so that gradually they also 
acquired the techniques needed to deal with 
bad weather and iced rock. Unlike their 

Mountain: You seem to have been climbing 
for a good number of years now. When in fact 
did you start? 

Cassin: I moved to Lecco from the Friuli in 
1926, and that really marked the beginning of 
my climbing career. To begin with it was 
mostly walking and easy scrambling in the 
Prealpine regions. I started genuine rock 
climbing for the first time in 1928; in the 
same year a group of local boys set up a 
climbing club in Lecco which we called the 
'New Italy Climbing Group'. 

Was mountaineering the only sport you 
practised? 
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contempory counterparts in Britain, Italian 
climbers fully accepted the use of pitons at 
this time. Cassin's group soon became 
proficient in their use. Their pitons were 
home-made, for there were no equipment 
manufacturers in northern Italy in those 
days. The climbers themselves developed a 
type of soft-metal piton which they found 
ideal for the limestone rock of the Grigna. 
The Lecco group was self-taught and the 
techniques they used were those they 
developed themselves. On one occasion a 
distinguished climber and mountaineering 
instructor visited Lecco to give lessons in 
up-to-date protection techniques and rope 
manoeuvres : it is doubtful if Emilio Comici 
ever had a more attentive audience. But this 
was a once-only event, for amongst his 
listeners were men of greater determination 
than himself, men who soon outclassed him, 
putting up routes where he himself had 
turned back . 

The Lecco climbers, with Cassin at the 
forefront, soon began to venture out to more 
distant ranges, measuring their prowess 
against the yardstick of routes put up by 
their predecessors. They found they were 
good, very good, and they climbed with ease 
the hardest routes available. Their 
apprenticeship in the Grigna had quickly 
brought them up to a level of competence 
which would enable them to go on to new 
routes harder than any done before. Four 
brief years, from 1935 to 1938, saw the 
fruition of the Lecco school. During this time, 
Cassin and his friends carried out an 
all-too-brief, though penetrating, assault 
on many of the formidable unclimbed 
problems of the day. How long this would 
have gone on we cannot tell. The coming of 
the war crushed many ambitions. 

For Cassin war was troubled and turbulent. At 
first he worked as a manager in a large 
electrical factory, but with the collapse of the 
Fascists and the ensuing German take-over 
he became a partisan, fighting to free his 
country from the Nazi Fascist occupation. 
Many brave men died in this struggle, 
including Cassin's close friend and climbing 
partner, Vittorio Ratti, who was hit by fire 
from a Fascist armoured car in the streets of 
Lecco. Cassin himself was injured in the 
ensuing skirmish. After the war, climbing had 
to take second place as Cassin, in common 
with many others, concentrated on eking 
out a living as he rebuilt his life. 

Many European mountaineers who have 
found themselves leading a sch izophrenic 
existence, chained to a work bench six days 
a week and rushing off on the seventh for a 

No, there were a good many others : mounta in 
walking (or any kind of walking, for that 
matter), running, and most of the usual 
schoolboy pastimes. I cycled a lot when I 
could get hold of a bicycle, but as I 
couldn't afford one myself I normally had to 
borrow one. I even did some cycle racing, but 
never did any specific training as all my 
training was for racing on foot. Then I was 
an amateur boxer; I fought about 50 contests 
at light or medium weights, and on one 
occasion narrowly missed winning the 
championship of Lombardy. But I always 
preferred climbing to everything else, and I 
found it impossible to do both boxing and 

brief glimpse of space, rock and open air, have 
given it up in despair and taken up the 
hazardous profession of a guide. Cassin did 
not. All his great routes were done at 
weekends, on public holidays, or during his 
summer leave. Always, Monday morning 
would find him back at his work bench, more 
often than not after an all-night journey. He 
would not have had any difficulty in taking 
up professional mountaineering - for many 
years he held national certificates as a 
mountaineering and skiing instructor (and 
still does) - but paradoxically he preferred 
to spend his working days as a mechanic, and 
later as a factory manager, even though 
professional mountaineering would have given 
him more time for ascents than he had as an 
amateur. As a result Cassin did fewer first 
ascents than he might have done, and the 
war probably robbed him of many more. 

The competitive spirit which pushed him on to 
the Cima Ovest in front of the Germans 
seemed to desert him after the war : he 
showed less interest in first ascents in the 
Alps and more in extra-European expeditions, 
in the course of which his role as a nationa l 
mountaineering figure became firmly 
established. The opening of the equipment 
firm in Lecco clinched the matter. From then 
on he became more and more one of the 
national authorities on climbing, skiing, and 
equipment in general. He tended to retire 
from high standard alpinism, but still 
occasionally climbed major routes. Even 
last year at the age of 62 he was able to 
make his third ascent of the North East Face 
of the Piz Badile and also climbed the Scersen 
Ice Nose. Every now and again he amazes 
the world by pulling some major exploit out 
of the bag : Gasherbrum 4, McKinley, 
Jirishanca .. . what next? 

Being in a sense the mouthpiece of Italian 
mountaineering, Cassin is wary of his 
remarks and prefers not to commit himself on 
controversial issues. He does not believe in 
controversies in mountaineering, still less 
in the commercialization of the sport (which 
may account for his decision not to become 
a guide) . For him mountaineering is a hobby 
and must remain so. 

We asked Alan Heppenstall to interview 
Cassin on our behalf. They talked in the little 
office alongside Cassin 's factory on the 
outskirts of Lecco. Cassin spoke willingly 
about his life and climbs, but was hesitant 
to engage in disputes on controversial 
matters. Was this through apprehension of th e 
consequences. a dislike of sensationalism, or 
a reluctance to admit that such matters existed? 
We leave the reader to decide for himself. 

climbing : they require completely different 
skills, the one being a test of speed and 
reflexes and the other of patience and 
stamina. So in due course I abandoned 
boxing in favour of climbing Then of course 
I did, and still do, a lot of skiing, cross
country traverses, ski jumping and racing . 

Was there much of a tradition of rock-climbing 
in Lecea at the time when you started? 

A certain amount of rock-climbing had been 
done in the Grigna, but only the most 
straightforward routes. Certainly there was 
no tradition as such. Our group started 
breaking new ground almost immediately with 



Left: Ratti and Cassin with the rival German team after the first ascent of the North 
Face of the Cima Ovest in 1935. The Germans made the second ascent a few days 
later. Left to right: Meindl, Ratti, Cassin and Hintermeier. 

Right: A contemporary photo of Cassin, the 
successful businessman, in the streets of Lecea. 

the first ascents we put up. It's hard to say 
exactly what drove us to it: in the early days 
we were not directly in touch with any of 
the famous mountaineers of the time, though 
of course we knew about the great routes 
being done in the Dolomites over those 
years. I think we took up climbing as a 
logical sequel to the other sports we 
practised, as a means of countering the 
monotony of our everyday existence, and as 
always happens we became totally involved 
with it. 

When did you first come into contact with the 
other prominent climbers of the '30s - people 
like Comici, Carlesso and Gervasutti? 

The name of Comici, of course, was always 
uttered with bated breath after 1928 when 
he did his route on the Dito di Dio of 
Sora piss. This has been designated the first 
Grade VI route put up by an Italian party. 
His route on the Civetta was even more 
remarkable for the year it was done, 1931 
a real breakthrough into the realms of 
modern climbing . So impressed were we by 
Comici's fame that we invited him to come 
and instruct the group in the Grigna one 
weekend . That was the first time I met him 
- it was quite early on and he really taught us 
most of the elements of rope technique . It 
was only when we started venturing out to 
the larger mountain groups that we really 
began to get to know other climbers. I 
became friendly with most of them : Solda, 
Vinatzer, the Dimai brothers, Tissi , Detassis, 
Rey and Chabod to mention just a few, apart 
from those you named. 

When did you graduate to doing the bigger 
routes in mountain groups away from Lecea? 

Getting away was quite a problem in those 
days. We all worked six days a week, till 6 
or 6.30 in the evening, so we could only visit 
other areas on public holidays. Besides, money 
was always very short in the early days. My 
first visit to the Dolomites actually took 
place in 1932, in the summer holidays, when 
a group of us climbed a fair number of routes 
such as the Fehrmann and the Preuss on the 
Campanile Basso, and the traverse of the 
Vajolet Towers. 

What was it like climbing during the Fascist 
regime? Did you have any experiences like 
those of Gervasutti, who is supposed to have 
encountered obstacles when he wanted to 
climb with a Frenchman ? 
All this talk of restrictions being placed on 
climbing partnerships is sheer nonsense. The 
situation was exactly as it is today - you 
climbed with whoever you wanted to climb 
with. As far as I know barriers of this sort 
have never been put in the way of climbers, 
because in the mountains people are all 
friends. As for Gervasutti, he put up many 
fine routes with Lucien Devies, who is at the 
moment President of the CAF and one of the 
most prominent names in French 
mountaineering circles, so the obstacles 
you mention can't have been applied very 
effectively. 

Which was your first new route? 
It was in the Grigna - the East Face of the 
Angelina, which I did with Mary Vara le in 
1931. 

Can you tell us about the events that led up 
to your ascent of the North Face of the Ovest? 
I had been in the Civetta group on the 
occasion of the second camping meet of the 
' New Italy Climbing Group' . I was feeling in 
good form, having just done the Comici on 
the Civetta and the first ascent of the South 
East Arete of the Torre Trieste . On my way 
back to Lecea I happened to read an article 
in one of the daily papers, saying that two 
Germans had set up camp under the North 
Face of the Cima Ovest and were intending 
to mount an assault on the wall, which at that 
stage had repelled more than fifty attempts by 
climbers of various nationalities. 
With the agreement of the Group I set off 
with Ratti, and Rossi came along in support. 
We went up to the Tre Cime hut and walked 
round the same evening to inspect the Face, 
although it was too cloudy to see very much. 
We climbed the first section of the route 
and then went back to the hut. Next morning 
the weather was still unsettled, but 
nevertheless we attacked in earnest and soon 
reached our point of the previous evening. At 
this juncture the Germans became aware of 

our presence, but it was too late. It took us 
three days to climb the Face. We were 
stormed on twice - once on the first night 
and once on the second night - and on the 
third day we had to climb the summit gully 
which was coated with water ice after the 
heavy snow of the day before. I still can 't 
quite understand how we did it in those 
conditions, though of course the climbing 
itself is not too hard . 
How did you manage to get on to the route 
at all? Surely the Germans had camped there 
to make sure they beat any other parties to 
the start. 
I don't think they expected us in that sort of 
weather, and then, of course, they were 
thwarted by the cloud. Their camp wasn't 
right at the foot of the Face, it was down at 
the bottom of the valley, so it wasn't 
difficult for us in those conditions to get 
round unseen. They heard us through the 
mist, of course, and in fact tried to overtake 
us by taking a line parallel to ours. But they 
didn't get anywhere near us, and soon gave 
up. 

You obviously accepted the presence of the 
Germans under the face as a challenge. Why 
were you so keen to get up this route 
before them? 
There was a certain amount of hard feeling in 
Italian circles because all the early Grade VI 
routes in the Dolomites fell to German
speaking teams. We heard about these routes 
of course, but at first we seemed to lack the 
skill to compete. Comici was the first to offer a 
real challenge, followed by Rudatis and 
Videsott on the Cima Busazza and Micheluzzi 
on the Marmolata. Then, with Comici's routes 
on the Civetta and the Tre Cime di Lavaredo, 
the score became slightly more even. But 
some feeling of resentment remained, I think 
- an awful lot of routes were still put up by 
German and Austrian ropes, and we never 
got our own l;lack because we never went 
north of the Brenner. 
So you were influenced by competition on 
this occasion ? 
I wouldn't have minded in the least if Comici 
had done the route : he tried it, as you know, 
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along with many others. But I did want this 
to be an Italian route. I felt up to the occasion, 
and when I heard that a German pair were 
encamped under the face and were obviously 
determined, I thought nothing could be lost 
by trying . 
Would you say the name of your club in 
Lecea, the 'New Italy Climbing Group' , was 
chosen for patriotic reasons, because you 
hoped to further the cause of Italian 
mountaineering ? 
There may have been something of the sort 
behind it, but our main objective was to cope 
with routes of the highest standard done at 
the time, purely for reasons of personal 
satisfaction. 

To go back to the Ovest. This must have 
been an intimidating first ascent. How did 
you feel when you set off across the 
traverse? 
I don't think I had any feelings at all. In 
those days I was accustomed to gathering 
myself together to attack decisively and 
continue. But when I repeated the route in 
1962 I was amazed that I had got across the 
traverse with the sort of equipment I was 
using in 1935. 
I didn't know you'd been back on the route! 
How old were you then? 
I was 52 at the time of my second ascent. 
I also did the Badile a second time, in 1957 
when I was 47 - this was a gesture to mark 
the 20th anniversary of the first ascent. I 
never went back on the Walker, though there 
was some suggestion that the three of us who 
did the first ascent should repeat it, just for a 
bit of a lark. The trouble was the other two 
had taken to soft living and were past it! 

Would you put your success on these routes 
down to the fact that you had more 
sophisticated equipment than your rivals, 
particularly with regard to pegging gear? 
There certainly wasn't anything sophisticated 
about our equipment. We didn't have a single 
etrier - in fact etriers weren't really used in 
those days. As for the pitons, I made my own. 
They were ordinary pegs, one much the 
same as another: a far cry from today when 
it is possible to buy pitons of all shapes and 
sizes to fit any conceivable crack. I suppose 
the shortest we had would have been ten or 
twelve centimetres, and they were all of the 
standard form. I remember we had 27 of 
these pegs with us on the route. 
Altogether we used 55 or 56, and ultimately 
about 20 of the 27 were left in place. 

But that was before the days of your factory, 
of course. 
Yes, long before. But I was a mechanic, so I 
was able to turn out the gear I needed quite 
easily. 
After the Ovest, your next major ascent was 
the Badile, wasn't it? 
Yes, two years later, in 1937. In 1936 I 
didn't have time to do any climbing as I had 
just taken a new job as factory manager for a 
firm in Lecco. This kept me fully occupied, 
and it was only in 1937 that I was able to 
do the Badile, this time with Ratti and 
Esposito. 
Here, too, you had competition from another 
party. What exactly happened on the route ? 
There were a couple of lads from Como, 
friends of ours, up at the Sciora hut, with 
designs on the route. They actually started 
before us, taking a line further right than 
the one we had planned. We set out later the 
same day up the more direct line, in fact ' 
that normally used today, and overtook the 
other two, arriving before them at the first 
bivouac . Next day they asked if they might 
link on to our rope, and I agreed to this 
proposal to my subsequent regret. We did the 
route, but were constantly hampered by the 
poor weather, and on the way down the 
pair succumbed to cold and exhaustion. 

34 

Nowadays the Badile is becoming very much 
a trade route: in fact solo climbers are 
tending to treat it as a race-track to establish 
record times, and it was recently done in 
under 2¼ hours! Just how hard was it on 
the first ascent? 

Routes don't get easier with the passage of 
time. They are made easier by having large 
numbers of additional pitons placed in them, 
and of course modern climbers are greatly 
helped by their superior artificial gear and 
their improved technique : improved 
performances are, after all , a feature of any 
sport. However, I personally deplore the 
practice of setting records in climbing. 

If the weather on the first ascent was as bad 
as you say, did you never consider retreating? 

We were hit by bad weather at our second 
bivouac, in the upper slab section. The 
following morning, however, it was looking 
quite good so we pressed on . It only broke 
finally in the early afternoon, by which time 
we were about 600ft. from the summit in the 
exit gully and practically on easy ground. 
It started off as rain, but then the 
temperature dropped and it changed to snow, 
which fell so thickly that by the time we 
reached the summit it was lying twenty 
centimetres deep. Then, just to ensure our 
welcome, an electrical storm broke, using our 
summit as its point of discharge. We were 
soaked to the skin and really knocked about 
by the discharges. We didn't even stop, but 
went straight off down the ordinary route. 
I was the only one with boots and crampons, 
and at times I had to hold all the other 
four together, as they were only wearing 
felt-soled climbing shoes and had to let 
themselves slide down the iced sections. With 
the drop in temperature the wet rock had 
frozen over, and then the snow had plastered 
everything, so conditions were just about as 
bad as they could have been . We could only 
descend at a snail's pace, the storm showed 
no signs of subsiding, and it was just too 
much for our two friends. The three of us who 
were left bivouacked a third night. In the 
morning we lowered Valsecchi's body to the 
snowfield (Molseni had died higher up), and 
eventually reached the hut. 

Was that the worst storm you have ever been 
out in? 
Yes, but we learnt from the experience. We 
also arrived on the summit of the Grandes 
Jorasses in a storm, and rather than 
descend we took shelter near the summit and 
only went down the following day when it 
was fine. 

Tell us something about the Jorasses. Had 
you done much in the Western Alps prior to 
the Walker? 

No. As a matter of fact it was my first route 
there and I had never seen the Mont Blanc 
group or any of the Western Alps before. I 
was told about this route which awaited an 
ascent, and I got hold of a photograph 
showing the line ; and that was the only prior 
sighting I had of the mountain! Three days 
before our successful climb I went with 
Tizzoni on an exploratory trip to look at the 
face; I remember we had to ask our way in 
Courmayeur, and of course the section to the 
Col du Geant had to be done on foot in those 
days. We then summoned Esposito by 
telephone, and he brought the rest of our gear. 
Three days later we attacked the face ... 
and did it. 

Pretty bold, wasn't it, to set off up a route of 
that seriousness with no experience of the 
mountain or of the range? 
I suppose so, but it was entirely typical of my 
approach to climbing in those days. I'd been 
training hard and felt fit enough to get out 
of any scrape, and it seemed logical to go 
straight on the route. As a matter of fact 
finding the route was the biggest problem and 

in retrospect this was quite amusing, though 
at the time our behaviour seemed perfectly 
normal. It was like finding your way round 
in a strange city. We asked our way in 
Courmayeur and were told to go up to the 
Torino hut and enquire again: this we did 
(on foot of course in those days) and were 
directed over to the Requin . I'll never forget 
the expression on the face of the guardian, 
Jules Burnet, when in all innocence we 
asked where the North Face of the Jorasses 
was : he of course knew unlike us about the 
Allain / Leininger attempt, and he just didn't 
know what to make of us! Anyhow he 
waved his hand vaguely down the valley and 
to the right, and with our post-ca rd view that 
was enough. 
You must have felt more committed on this 
face than on any of the others. What was it 
like doing the pendulum for the first time, 
and the hard pitches after it? 

As I've already said, these things used to 
make little impression on me. I believe that a 
climber who is properly prepared and aware 
of the magnitude of his undertaking should 
not suffer from impressions. In fact I did the 
pendulum exactly as I might have done any 
other pitch. But let me say this: the hardest 
pitch we climbed was before the pendulum, 
not after it - the Diagonal Crack, which has 
been turned by every other party, as far as I 
know, by means of Rebuffat's variant. In 1938 
we couldn't go where Rebuffat went because 
the corner was blocked by a hanging icefield . 
I had to turn this section by means of another 
crack further left, and this was definitely the 
hardest pitch on the climb. As I say, I don't 
think it's ever been repeated. 
It is sometimes said that the Walker ascent 
was the first occasion on which climbing 
techniques developed in the Eastern Alps 
were used in the Western Alps. Would you 
agree? 

In those days climbers in the Western Alps 
used to make progress by brute force, 
utilising every possible point of adherence. 
The easterners, through climbing on 
Dolomitic rock, had learnt the art of balance 
climbing, with the maximum use of the lower 
limbs. By using this technique on granite it 
was possible to climb faster and with greater 
economy of effort. In fact, well before our 
time, that fine climber Dibona succeeded in 
mastering the crack on the Grepon by means 
of the eastern technique. Gervasutti applied 
his skill acquired in the Dolomites to the 
Western Alps and immediately showed 
himself to be in a class above the western 
climbers. So really the Walker was just a 
further step in this direction. 
During the thirties most hard climbers must 
have contemplated attempting the north face 
of the Eiger at some stage. Did you have any 
aspirations in that direction ? 

Yes, as a matter of fact we had been in 
Grindelwald just before we did the Jorasses. 
The problem was that our passports had 
expired and we had to apply for new ones. 
The three of us, myself, Tizzoni and Esposito, 
put in our renewal applications together. 
Esposito and I got our passports immediately 
but for some reason there was a delay in the 
case of Tizzoni and we had to put off our 
departure for Grindelwald by three days. Well, 
in the end we arrived on the same day as the 
Heckmair party completed the route. I 
obviously can't form any conclusions as to 
what might have happened, but had it not 
been for the delay over Tizzoni's passport we 
would have been on the face with Heckmair 
and the others. 

What was it like in Italy during the war? 
Did you manage to do any climbing? 

I'm afraid our activities were severely 
curtailed. I only climbed in the Grigna, 
because it seemed dishonest to go and enjoy 
myself putting up routes while all my friends 



were fighting in the war. I was exempt from 
active service, being works manager in a 
factory. But I was a partisan and was 
wounded and, incidentally, was decorated. 
Why did you become a partisan and when 
exactly did you become opposed to the 
Fascists? 
During the thirties I wasn't too interested in 
politics - I was too busy climbing. I first 
remember growing disenchanted with the 
regime in 1938 but did nothing much about it 
for several years. The country was at war and 
we all had to pull together. I had my job as 
a manager in an Electrical Factory. It wasn't 
really until November 1943 that the split 
came. The Italian nation surrendered to the 
Allies and Mussolini and his followers 
continued the war with the help of the Nazis. 
From then on I became a member of the 
resistance for Northern Italy was still under 
Fascist control. 

But didn't you and your friends rename your 
club 'Young Fascist Climbers Group' as early 
as 1934? 
Yes thats true . We did this merely to keep on 
the right side of the authorities and we found 
it was possible to get assistance from the 
party if we gave the impression of solidarity. 
So while none of us were really interested in 
the Fascists we thought there was no harm 
in putting up a bit of a show. 
What sort of assistance did you get from the 
party? 
Travelling expenses mainly. 

Did the party ever tell you what routes to 
climb? 
Certainly not! Those decisions were all my 
own. I suppose this financial assistance 
would not have been forthcoming if the 
climbs we were doing hadn't had some kind 
of noteriety, but that was really incidental -
there was never any question of being bribed 
to go and do a route because the party 
wanted me to .* 
Were you told to go and do the Walker Spur? 
No, I was informed about the route by my 
good friend Vittorio Varale who sent me a 
postcard of the face two years before we 
climbed it. That postcard was the only 
indication I had of what the face looked like 
until we arrived for the climb. 

Didn't you lose one of your best climbing 
partners during the war? 
To my great sorrow Vittorio Ratti, my 
greatest pupil and subsequent partner on 
many memorable routes, was killed on 
April 26th, 1945, the last day of fighting for 
the resistance movement. 
What happened? 
On the evening of April 26th there was still 
fighting in Lecco. A column of the 
Manganiello, followers of Mussolini, had 
broken off from the main division and made 
for the city. We were already holding the city 
and demanded the surrender of this column. 
One of their officers came forward to discuss 
terms, and since I was Commander of the 
partisans I went with him to the command 
centre for the discussions. On my return I 
found Ratti and two others dead. They had 
been hit by a volley of fire from a fascist 
armoured car which had then disappeared 

• There is quite a lot of evidence indicating that the 
Fascists were in fact very interested in Cassin's activities 
though Cassin himself was undoubtedly a disinterested 
sportsman. The recent book Sesto Grado quotes a 
passage that was published at the time of the Walker 
Spur ascent: 
"this was the terrain virtually unknown to Cassin and his 
friends, on which they would fight their last battle. They 
would fight for their own sakes and for the sake of those 
they represented, who were not there to watch. For 
those people as much as himself, Cassin knew, this was 
the final round of a battle which had lasted for years and 
the eyes of many were fixed on it, not all of them 
friendly. It was the hour of truth ... " Clearly many 
people at the time saw Cassin's Walker Spur climb in 
nationalistic terms, a situation not dissimilar from current 
developments in this country-Editor. 

Above: Cassin, Tizzoni and Esposito (I tor) after their ascent of the Walker Spur. 

into the night. The group responsible then 
blockaded themselves in a villa in the suburb 
of Pescarenico and held out there for much 
of the following day ; in the course of several 
skirmishes four more of us were killed and 
many wounded, including myself. 

After the war how did Italian 
mountaineering develop ? 

Considerable developments took place in the 
post-war years, most significantly in the 
equipment field as the improved ropes, pitons 
and karabiners became available. As in other 
countries, mountaineering acquired the 
character of a real sport. Many routes were 
put up which were impossible before the war 
for lack of adequate gear. 

Italy has produced many fine post-war 
climbers: Bonatti, Maestri, Gogna and Mauri, 
to mention just a few. Do you know them? 

Yes ; in fact they are mostly pupils of mine, 
in that they attended rock-climbing courses 
under my instruction. I have a great respect 
for them and wish them all well. 

One post-war climber whom you certainly 
must know is Claudio Corti, who comes from 
Lecea. What sort of a climber is he? What do 
you think happened during his attempt on the 
Eiger? 
I've already discussed this matter elsewhere, 
and I haven't really anything to add to what I 
said before. Claudio and I are very good 
friends and I would prefer not to talk about 
him in this way. Besides, it isn 't a habit of 
mine to criticize the efforts of other climbers. 
He and his partner were both excellent 
climbers, but were probably not up to doing 
a hard mixed route like the Eiger. 

The Germans who were with Corti and 
Longhi were certainly up to it. Why didn't 
they manage to keep the other two out of 
trouble? 
I can't see any evidence that the Germans 
were any better. After all, they spent just 
as long on the face. 

You took part in the rescue operations. Do 
you think Longhi's life could have been 
saved? 
After Corti had been brought up an attempt 
to save Longhi was made. Lionel Terray 
descended as far as the top of the Spider, 
near where Corti had been found, but his 
radio packed up and we thought it advisable 
to pull him back to the top. All this took a 
long time and it was late in the day, so we 
decided to postpone operations until the day 
after. There was the added problem that 
Longhi was much lower on the face and to 

one side of the direct line of descent from the 
winch ; this meant we had either to instal 
another winch or to rig up a pulley system so 
that whoever was being lowered could 
t raverse across. Meanwhile we started taking 
Corti down, but during the descent a violent 
storm blew up and heavy snow fell. In those 
conditions, and with the growing darkness, we 
had no choice but to bivouac. In the morning 
I went across to the crest of the north-west 
ridge, from which point I had spoken to 
Longhi on my way up, to see if I could again 
establish communication with him. But there 
was not a sound to be heard: that hellish 
night had killed him. We took Corti down, but 
abandoned further efforts to reach Longhi 
because of the foul conditions. It was pointless 
to take such risks just to haul up a dead body. 

What post-war expeditions did you take 
part in? 

In 1953 I was selected by Professor Ardito 
Desio for the Italian K2 expedition . That 
autumn I went with him to study possible 
means of tackling the peak. I naturally 
assumed I would go with the main 
expedition the following spring, but for some 
reason I was left out - I never discovered why, 
though I suspect the expedition leader held a 
personal grudge against me - and so had the 
real disappointment of playing no part in this 
brilliant success. I was quite upset at this, 
and it still rankles today, particularly as it 
seems so incomprehensible. I got my revenge, 
though : in 1958 the central committee of the 
CAI invited me to lead the expedition to 
Gasherbrum IV. I had seen this mountain in 
1953 when I went with Desio, and had also 
become acquainted with it through reading 
books by Dyrhenfurth and others. Most 
writers described the mountain as 
' inaccessible'. In fact, it was a tough nut to 
crack - but we did it! 

Do you attribute your success to any 
particular circumstance ? 

I had a fine team with me - Walter Bonatti, 
Carlo Mauri, Beppe de Francesch, Toni Gobbi, 
Giuseppe Oberto, Fosco Maraini and Donato 
Zeni. But of all of these I should say the 
greatest contribution came from de 
Francesch, who by his efforts paved the way 
for the success of the expedition, even if he 
did not reach the summit. It's well known, of 
course, that a Himalayan expedition is a 
group effort: the person who eventually 
reaches the summit would not get there 
without the help of his friends, even if he is 
the chosen member of the team and even 
the best climber. 
Expeditions can only succeed if the whole 
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team works together as one man. On 
Gasherbrum we were a unified team, and that 
accounted for a lot. To illustrate what I mean 
you only have to look at these last two 
years, when we have seen two huge 
international expeditions organized. I said 
from the start that these expeditions could 
never succeed in their objective when the 
objective was a mountain as high as 
Everest. Believe me, I've tried with national 
expeditions, when all the members were close 
friends, and even then it's hard enough. 

Does that mean you're not in favour of 
international expeditions? 

It's not that I'm not in favour: in principle 
it's a marvellous idea, because mountaineering 
shouldn't know any frontiers. It's simply that 
such expeditions are doomed from the start, 
because of the problems of understanding 
one another. You can manage up to a certain 
point, but at really critical altitudes above, 
say, 20,000ft. arguments can blow up over 
nothing. A man's character changes 
completely above that height. 

After Gasherbrum, your next overseas 
expedition was to Alaska wasn't it? 

Yes, the Lecco section of the CAI arranged an 
expedition in 1961 to attempt the South Face 
of Mount McKinley. I had a young team 
consisting of Annibale Zucchi, Gigi Alippi, 
Giancarlo Canali, Luigino Airoldi and Romano 
Perego, all from Lecco, and all bursting with 
enthusiasm. It was the most enjoyable 
'extra-European' expedition I have ever been 
on, and the climb itself gave me the greatest 
satisfaction. It was short but hard: we 
spent less than three weeks on the mountain. 
But the weather in Alaska is always bad - it 
snows continuously and you're always 
climbing in crampons, even on rock pitches. 
The climbing on the Face was technically 
difficult though not very steep, and the 
objective dangers were considerable. But in 

spite of the problems all six of us reached the 
summit together, which was especially 
satisfying. 
After McKinley you seemed to drop out of 
climbing for a while, then only two years 
ago you came back for another notable 
expedition. Did you think the end of your 
career had come ? 
No, not at all. As long as I have my health 
and strength I'll be ready to set out any 
time on other expeditions: all I need is the 
opportunity. In fact an opportunity of going 
to the Andes arose in 1969 and I took it. I 
agreed to organize and lead the expedition, 
which again consisted of young climbers from 
Lecco. We did the West Face of Jirishanca. 
It was steep, enjoyable, and hard too, let's be 
honest, but even so I couldn't compare it 
with McKinley. It would be like comparing a 
route on Mt. Blanc with one in the 
Dolomites, however hard the latter may be. 
So, from what you say, you could leave 
tomorrow on another expedition. Have you 
any plans? 
No, it's a bit difficult to plan ahead at my 
age. But if that opportunity comes along, 
nothing will hold me back. As a matter of 
fact, last spring I was planning to visit the 
Karakoram with a joint ltalo-Polish 
expedition, but the Poles were refused 
permission so we had to postpone everything 
until some time in the future. 

Let's hope it's only till next year. One 
further question /' d like to put to you. 
You said you know Maestri well: how do you 
view his claim to have climbed Cerro Torre in 
1959? 
I couldn't presume to doubt it. It would be 
quite wrong for anyone who has not visited 
the area or climbed there (and this applies 
to myself) to disbelieve Maestri's word on 
the matter. But apart from that, as a true 
mountaineer I believe in all accounts of 

all metal lceAxeswith 
chrome-moly steel heads £7.95 

Models available: THUNDERBIRD (above), EAGLE (below) and ST 
PARBAT (conventional head design, not illustrated) 

climbs given by true mountaineers. So I 
wouldn't dream of questioning this account 
of Maestri 's. 

What do you think of his recent effort on the 
South East Ridge of Cerro Torre? 

Climbing is always progressing and its 
techniques are changing. But the idea of 
carrying a compressor and all that other 
paraphernalia up a climb ... I should have 
thought it would have been better to use a 
hand drill! For me, the most remarkable 
aspect of that climb was moving all that 
weight up the mountain! 

Did you ever use bolts? 

No, never, except for playing around on 
boulders. 

What are your general views on the use of 
bolts? Have you anything to add to the 
remarks already made by many modern 
climbers, notably Messner, regarding the 
elimination of the impossible in the climbing 
of recent 'direttissime'. 

All I have to say is this: every climber has 
the right to go and climb as he likes. He can 
use bolts or he can ban them, in exactly the 
same way as he can use or ban any of the 
other artificial aids which have come into 
being since man first went climbing. There is 
no reason to ban aids, provided they conform 
to the logic of the sport and provided they 
are not harmful to the next man. Every sport, 
and indeed every field of activity, is subject 
to progress - I don't see why climbing need 
be different. If we are going to talk about 
artific ial aids, everything we use on climbs 
apart from our hands and feet is artificial, 
whether it be a piton, a bolt, a sling or a 
piece of nylon tape. There has only been one 
mountaineer in the history of the sport who 
refused to use artificial aids, and that was 
Paul Preuss, but one fine day he fell losing 
his own battle. 

Plus packing, postage, including 
insurance: 1 axe 50p, plus 35p for each 

additional axe. Any mix of heads and lengths: 55, 60, 
65, 70, 75, 77.5, 80, 85, 87.5, 90 93 and 96 cm. 
Supplied with glide ring and wrist strap, polished 

head on special order £2.00 extra. Set of protective 
guards 70p. 

mountain 
satetY. 

research Send stamped/addressed envelope for 
catalogue/Newsletter describing our work 

on ice axe testing and design. Send 20p for 
inclusion on mailing list and issues 1 to 5. 

35 Progress Road, Leigh on Sea, Essex 
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Mountaineering Activities Ltd. require two Sales 
Representatives as part of the companies planned 

expansion. The applicants should be in a position to 
travel covering areas north of Manchester and 

south of Manchester. They should be aged 20-30 years 
with an interest in mountaineering. Sales experience 

is necessary. A company car, full expenses and bonus's 
will be provided. Reply in confidence to:-

CH RIS ALLEN, MOUNTAINEERING ACTIVITIES LTD. 
WELLINGTON PLACE, LIVERPOOL ROAD 

MANCHESTER, M3 4NQ 

WORLDBEATER 
WHILLANS 
HARNESS 
JUSTPARTOF 
OUR RANGE 

troll 
Troll Products, Diggle,Oldham, Lane 



New Books 

On Ice and Snow and Rock 
by Gaston Rebuffat 
Kaye & Ward Ltd.: £3.50 

Basic Rockcraft 
by Royal Robbins 
La Siesta Press: $1.95 

These two instructional books 
make an interesting comparison . 
The first is a large, glossy 
up-dating of Rebuffat's earlier 
work, On Snow and Rock, with 
larger pages, more colour photos 
and more verbiage. Techniques 
and equipment have changed in 
the years since the publication 
of that earlier book and attitudes 
no less. This last is 
demonstrated by the new 
comment that the book is aimed 
"not at the top flight performer, 
but at the beginner and the man 
aiming to improve". Yet the 
book has failed miserably to 
adapt to new equipment and 
techniques. Rather than replace 
obsolete text with up-to -date 
comment, Rebuffat has chosen 
to add the new material to the 
old, with the inevitable result of 
producing a text which is 
verbose, repetitious and 
contradictory. 
If this does not confuse our 
beginner then the massive 
number of recommended items 
of equipment should . Obviously 
concerned not to be left behind 
by the escalation of technology 
in modern climbing , Rebuffat 
has included one of every item 
of equipment regardless of its 
true merits. The net result is 
an undifferentiated catalogue 
with no real guidelines for the 
beginner. It is said that all art 
is selection. One certainly needs 
art to select the good advice 
from the superfluous in this book. 
But to criticize the book as a 
poor instructional manual 
merely because that is what it 
purports to be is perhaps to 
miss the point. For the Tiarraz/ 
Rebuffat formula has great 
appeal to the mass market : 
plenty of photos, lots of colour 
and much waxing lyrical on the 
beauties of the mountains ... 
just the book for doting aunties 
to give as birthday presents. 
And, as a book sticking firmly to 
Rebuffat's formula, it will be 
enjoyed no less than the rest 
by young Johnny. 

The Robbins book is in complete 
contrast. Starting from an 
explicit warning that one 
cannot learn to climb from a 
book, it covers the skills that 
are needed to second climbs 
safely on rock. By keeping 
strictly to this narrow brief, 
Robbins has produced an 
instructional book of 
considerable merit. Its simplicity 
reflects the genuine needs of 

the beginner : for example, he 
gives not a bewildering array of 
alternative knots with lengthy 
discussions of their relative 
advantages, but simply a 
description of the essential 
few that are needed to go out 
and climb . In the right places 
there are warnings about 
abseiling, and the 
impracticality of the dynamic 
belay, and some directives on 
ethics. Sheridan Anderson's 
cartoons have a fine streak of 
humour and amplify the text 
well. I even learned a new 
technique for squeeze chimneys, 
something which, I must admit, 
I was not expecting to find in 
a beginner's manual. 
The book may not catch Auntie's 
eye on the bookshelves, but as 
an instructional book it will 
be of far more use than the 
Rebuffat. 
Dave Pearce 

NEW GUIDE BOOKS 

Northumberland 
Edited by Norman E. Haighton 
Northumbrian Mountain
eering Club: £1.25 

Apart from feeling a little peeved 
at the fact that a peg I inserted 
some years ago was described 
as an " ancient piton " , my 
impressions of this new guide 
were all favourable. Previous 
editions were sketchy and 
incomplete but the new version 
is excellent, giving a compre
hensive coverage of everything 
that is worth climbing in 
Northumberland. For those who 
revel in the technicalities of 
difficult outcrop climbing the 
county has much to offer, from 
the rough sandstone of Bowden 
Doors to the frictionless quartz 
dolerite of Crag Lough. On the 
other hand there are the rolling 
moors of the Cheviots and 
Wanneys, where walking and 
climbing can be combined, and 
it is still possible to enjoy that 
solitude which was once a 
feature of climbing everywhere. 
The information is well laid out 
with grid references to assist 
in pin-pointing the crags. 
Diagrams are as good as one can 
expect when dealing with small 
outcrops. A cover of the now 
familiar and thoroughly accept
able plastic type has been used, 
with photographs of typical 
climbs on front and back. So for 
anyone who is tired of the 
outcrops of Yorkshire and 
Derbyshire, and would like to 
explore new territory, I would 
suggest a journey to North
umberland to look at the crags 
covered in this guide. But 
remember to bring a car, for 

YOUNG LADY 
required for our Birmingham Shop, preferably with 

climbing and/or Ski-ing experience. A knowledge of 
office work essential. 5 day week. 

apply in writing to: 
Frank Davies, The Climbers' Shop, Compston Corner, 

Ambleside, Westmorland 

a circular tour of the main 
crags would involve some three 
hundred miles of travelling. 
Geoff Oliver 

Avon Gorge 
by Ed Drummond 
Edited by Phil Watkin 
Drummond/ Watkin/ Wood: 
£1.20 

Eight years ago, Pink Wall 
Direct was considered the 
solution to the last great 
problem of the Avon Gorge. 
Since then the number of routes 
has trebled, with Ed Drummond 
at the forefront of those who 
introduced the new era . The 
pace of development was such 
that within three years documen
tation had become a problem and 
efforts were made to provide 
accurate information for the 
increasing number of visitors. 
In 1967 and 1968 Drummond 
produced his two controversial 
booklets, the first describing the 
hard climbs and the second 
listing further developments. 
Both employed an original, but 
now thankfully obsolete, grading 
system. Late last year, Brian 
Wyvill published a complete 
interim guide, written with the 
imported assistance of Ray 
Evans. Their grading, though 
more traditional than 
Drummond's, was in cases 
hardly less controversial. This 
latest book follows hot on the 
heels of the Wyvill / Evans 
publication . The guide has a 
distinctly polished appearance 
with its ' Ivy League' plastic 
covers. One has trifling reserva 
tions about both the cover and 
cliff photos, which are best 
described as serviceable . The 
line marking, though neat, 
occasionally becomes distract
ingly heavy and thick. For a 
Drummond publication , the text 
is unusually terse; the historical 
notes are effectively inserted as 
short introductory sections to 
each cliff . 
There is a note advising climbers 
to place their own pitons for 
belays, but, presumably because 
of a desire not to see the cliffs 
over-pegged, little warning is 
given about the fact that many 
in situ runner pegs, especially on 
Main Wall, are inadequate to 
hold long falls . To climb here 
safely at any standard calls for 
a good degree of competence. 
The routes are complex, but are 
described with reasonable 
brevity. One should not get lost. 
In certain cases, grades and 
introductory sections give a 
false impression of the under
taking. In particular, the Cloggy
style grades might be said to 
display two basic areas of error. 
In the first place, amongst 

climbs rated Extreme, 50% of the 
twenty-three 5c pitches could 
do with down -grading to 5b. 
Indeed, Drummond seems not to 
have grasped the essence of the 
Cloggy system. In the notes on 
grading he states that technical 
difficulty should be considered 
independently of seriousness, 
but he then goes on to make a 
direct comparison between the 
two in list form. In fact, routes 
such as Blitz, Krapp 's Last Tape 
and Preter are not "very hard 
Extremes" as the list would 
suggest, and are technically a 
good deal easier than some of 
their neighbours. It is also 
doubtful whether Earl of Perth 
represents an Extreme condition . 
The second problem has to do 
with routes that have short, well 
protected, technically hard 
cruxes. Drummond apparently 
assumes that because these only 
represent HVS conditions they 
only warrant a 4c technical 
grading (as indicated in the list 
again) . This is misleading : 
routes like S.O.S., Rude 
Awakening and Last Trump for 
example, all have 5b moves. 
There are further cases of 
inaccurate grading, and 
misleading or inadequate 
information, some of which 
deserve mention. Free-climbing 
the top wall of Unknown Gully 
is dangerous for VS and hard 
for 5a . The final moves of 
Trail/us and Maltravers are now 
virtually unjustifiable due to a 
large block which has becomR 
semi-detached. Desperation, 
recommended as a good 
introduction to 4c climbing, is 
perhaps the most dangerous VS 
in the Gorge. It is also disturbing 
to read the cynical remarks 
regarding use of top-ropes on the 
Exhibition Slab problems, 
retained from the 1965 guide. 
These problems are extremely 
thin, and a fall could prove fatal. 
Finally, the vital protection peg 
on Bilk is a 1 ¼" angle, not 1 ". 

It has long been accepted that 
climbs should be graded as far 
as possible by consensus of 
opinion. Both Drummond and 
Wyvill would have avoided 
controversy by consulting others. 
It is not good enough to base 
gradings solely on old memories 
of gripping first ascents, or, 
conversely, after repeated ascents 
when over-familiarity has dulled 
the judgement. 
With the Gorge now almost 
totally developed, it is a pity 
that this guide will need revision 
before it is likely to be accepted 
as the standard work. 
Tony Willmott 
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moqntaineering 
equ1a111ent 
suppliers 
The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Aberdeen 
Campbell 's Sports (S), 
520 Union Street. 
Tel. 0224.20157. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S), 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Bangor 
Arvons, 
216 High Street. 
Tel. 0248.3849. 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0248.82.401 . 
Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S}, 
7 Snowhill Ringway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27-29 Martineau Square. 
Tel. 021.236.9383. 
Blackburn 
J and J Kirkham (C), 
9-11 High Church Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S), 
117 Bradshawgate. 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
71 a Godwin Street. 
Tel. 0274.21998. 
Brighton 
Sports and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 
Broughton-in-Furness, Lanes. 
Mountain Centre, 
Brade Street. Tel. 461. 
(open until 8 p.m.) 
Buxton 
High Peak Outdoor Centre, 
22 High Street. 
Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham (M} (S), 
Mountain Centre. 
Tel. Capel Curig 232. 
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Cardiff 
U.D.A. Mountaineering, 
52 Cowbridge Road East, 
Canton. Tel. 0222.22710 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre, 
Tel. 01.688.2667. 
Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 
Derby 
Prestidge (S), 
350 Normanton Road. 
Tel. 0332.42245. 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
63 Seagate (M) (S), 
Tel. 0382.24501-2. 
Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso (M), 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031.556.1723. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S) , 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421. 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245. 
Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2. 
Glasgow 
Bob Finnie Sports, 
53 Possil Road, C.4. 
Tel. 041.332.0327. 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports (S), 
47 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Groombridge: Sussex 
Terry's Fester haunt, 
Main Street (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684). 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524. 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 

Leeds • 
Centresport, 
Frank Davies, Dave Clarke, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/36 Eastgate (C) (S}, 
Tel. 0532.24599. 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
2 Wade Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.29374. 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S}, 
1 05 London Road. 
Tel. 0533.25235. 
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex 
Mountain Safety Research, 
35 Progress Road. 
Tel. 0702.523262. 
Mail order only. 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1. 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 
London 
Pindisports (S), 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.242.3278. 
London, Acton, W.3. 
Pindisports (S), 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01 .992.6642. 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd ., 
54 Seymour Street, W1 H 5WE. 
Tel. 01.723.5252. 
London 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., (S). 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01.839.1722. 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham (M) (C} (S), 
6 I 1 4 Cath ed ra I Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161. 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C), 
15 Station Road. 
Tel. 061 .748.6408. 
Manchester, Eccles 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. 
112 Liverpool Road. 
Tel. 061.789.6044. 
Manchester 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
211 Deansgate 2. 
Tel. 061 .834.7278. 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 

Mansfield 
W. Slack and Sons, 
38 Rosemary Street. 
Tel. 0623.24449. 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles):(s), 
227 /229 Westgate Road. 
Tel. 0632.23903. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd, 
34 Dean Street (S) (C). 
Tel. 0632.22139. 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
1 Canning Circus. 
Tel. 0602.47230. 

Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793. 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
High Court, High Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
Mountaineering Equipment, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018. 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Base Camp (C), 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros. (M) (C) (S) , 
35 Market Place. 
Tel. 021.556.0802. 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S), 
Tel. 021.553.1670. 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012. 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

CANADA 

Calgary, Alberta 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensinton Road, N.W., 41 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 

UNITED STATES 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 
94705. (S) (C), 
Tel. 415.548.1371. 

California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. (C) (M) 
Tel. 408.374.7777. 
California: Riverside 
Highland Outfitters Inc., 
3579 University Avenue, 
(P.O. Box 121 }, 92502 
(C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.683.7414. 
California: Sacramento 
Alpenhaus, 
2760 Fulton Avenue and 
4506 Florin Road, 95821 
(C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 916.483.9529. 
California: San Diego 
San Diego Ski Chalet and 
Mountain Shop, 
4004 Sports Arena Blvd., 
93401. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 714.224.3439. 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews Sports 
840 B Street, 92101 . (C) (M) (S), 
Tel. 714.232.2167. 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Mountain Sports, 
858 Higuera Street, 
93401. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 805.544.7141. 



California: Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 
91356 (C} (M) (S). 
Tel. 213.881 .5111. 

California: Ventura 
Chouinard Equipment Co. 
235 W. Santa Clara , 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.9037 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 
80302 (C) (M ) (S ) 
Tel. 303.442.8355. 

Colorado : Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2016), 
80517. Tel. 303.586.2492. 

Illinois: Evanston 
Eastern Mountain Sports. 

Massachusetts : Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue, 
02215. Tel. 617.254.4250. 

Massachusetts : Hadley 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 

Massachusetts : Wellesley 
The Mountain Shop, 
189 Linden Street, 
02181 . Tel. 617.237.2645. 

N.H: North Conway 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5433. 

N .H: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street (M) (S) . 
Tel. 603.745.2767. 

New York : New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 
N.Y. 12561 . Tel. 914.211 .1311. 

Oregon : Portland 
Cloud Cap Chalet, 
625 S.W. 12th Avenue, 
97205 (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 503.227.0579. 

Vermont : Ferrisburg 
Dakin's Vermont, 
Mountain Shop, Rt. 7, 
05456 (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 802.877.2936. 

Our testing ground for 
your Gear 

THE BIVOUAC 
.56 North Parade, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. 

451 Russell Street, Route 9, 
Amherst/ Hadley Line, 01035. 
Tel. 413.253.9504. 

Wyoming : Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, (S) (M) (C) 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001 
Tel. 307.733.3595. 

COME CAMPING, CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 

America 's most compre
hensive line of down-in
sulated sleeping bags. 
Known for superior design 
and workmanship. See at 
your local shop or write for 
catalog: 

35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURY. Tel. 021-556 0802 
½ mile from M5 & M6 (& M1 from Dec. 71 ) . Ample free parking, 

list of routes and street map free and with pleasure. 

TEMPCO, 
414 FIRSTS. , 
SEATTLE, WA. 98104 
U.S.A. (We also have an indoor Ski School) . 

START RIGHT 
STARTLIGHT ! 

J, Arctic Fox Sack 
\,.J and Frame 

There's no sense in economising on cheap, heavy equipment -
and regretting it later. 

POINTFIVE DUVETS &SLEEPING BAGS 
set a very high standard in down-filled warmth and in their 
sensible design using the highest quality materials. 

SE·AB LIGHTWEIGHT TENTS, SACKS & FRAMES 
Following their instant success last year we again offer the remarkable 
lightweight Swedish tents, in a much bigger range. Also the SE-AB range 
of sacks and carrying frames made to the same exacting lightweight 
specifications. 

Ask at your climbing shop or write for 
brochures direct to Banton & Co. Ltd., 
Meadow Lane, Nottingham NG2 3HP 
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Climb 
to 
the 

-

third floor 
-

at YHA Services and you will find the largest selection 
of climbing gear in London. (We are open to all , not just 
YHA members.) If you can 't come to town, call at one 
of our well-stocked branches, or write for our new 
catalogue, "Equipment for Climbers and Cavers" . 

• A . UYH Services 
Dept M4, 29 John Adam Street, London WC2N 6JE 
35 Cannon Street, Birmingham 82 5EE 
36/38 Fountain Street, Manchester M2 2BE 

and thats 
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His choice of gear includ 
Hardware from Grivel, St 
and Clog. 
Rope from Edelwiss. 

Clothing by Mountain E 
and Karrimor with 
Scarpa Fitzroy Boots 

WANT A CAG? 

We've got them 
3oz Bri Nylon, Royal or Orange. Small , medium, large and 
extra large. Our price £4.30 

5oz: Bri Nylon, Royal or Orange. Small , medium, large and 
extra large. Our price £5.30 

Over trousers to match 

3m ..................................... £2.20 
5oz ....................................... £3.10 

A VISIT TO OUR SHOP IS A MUST 
1 00' s of items of interest. 

See our Permanent Camping Exhibition 
with Tents to suit all needs. 

In fact: 
WE STOCK EVERYTHING 

FOR 
THE MOUNTAINEER 

ALL ORDERS POST PAID 

PS.D. 

CAMP 'N' CLIMB SHOP 

141 FRIARGATE, PRESTON, LANCS. 
Telephone: PRESTON 53793 



a baa al 
EhaEksl 

We don't always wrap our Chocks like this -
but then you don't expect us to. 
You want gear that you can depend on, 
not pretty wrapping. 

See more of our Goodies, ask for our 
new catalogue at your dealers - or write 
to MOAC. 

THE GO ANY•WARE 
Mountaineering Activities Limited Wellington Place Liverpool Road Manchester M3 4NQ 
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THE INTERNATIONALS 
karrimor born and bred in England - tried 
and tested on the world's major climbs - illustrated 
are a number of packs and frames karrimor designed 
and produced for the international climbing scene 

Tailor make your own pack 
No, we're not asking you to take up needle and thread or your 
drawing board and T square! We've done all the 
hard work. All that remains for you to do is select your correct 
size and shape of pack, add it to your choice of frame and 
the result is perfection in load carrying. 
With 4 frames and 5 sacs to choose from, most of which are 
interchangeable and 4 out of 5 sacs can be carried 
without a frame, making a combination of 20 different packs. 
Illustrated left (A) Alaskapack (B) Annapurna (C) Tote-em Junior. 
The Alaskapack & Annapurna can be fitted to all the frames illustrated 
below and the Tote-em Junior fits the larger frames only. 

Write for our catalogue now - it contains 
lots of new ideas, including mountaineering accessories 

Karrimor Products Limited 
Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lancashire 
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Blacks 
of Greenock 

SPECIALIST BAGS FOR THE EXPERTS 
ICELANDIC RANGE 
Blacks world famous range of Icelandic bags, used for many years by 

Explorers and Climbers are all filled with Blacks superb No. 1 Quality 
fine Duck down . Icelandic bags feature separate walled compartments 

ensuring that there is a complete layer of down to 
insulate the sleeper. These walls also ensure that the 

down is evenly distributed allowing for maximum 
expansion when warmed by the body. 

Icelandic Standard with full length zip . . . £12.90 

ARCTIC RANGE 
A range of three nylon covered Mountaineering bags. 
The 'Romsdall' and 'Norseland' are filled with Blacks 
No. 1 Quality fine Duck down, and both have an 'overlap 
tube' construction containing up to one third more down 
than the Icelandic range. The new Tromso' has Blacks 
Top Quality Goose/ Duck down filling and is the lightest 
weight bag in Blacks range. 
Norseland with 30 in zip ... £17.80 

SUB ZERO RANGE 
Sub zero temperatures require the very highest insulation 
in sleeping bags and the Blacks range of three sub zero 
bags are all filled with Superior Quality Goose/Duck 
down. Each bag in this range has a different construction 
which illustrates the care taken to provide a complete 
choice of fillings and types of bag to suit every persons 
needs. 

Polar ... £22 .50 

c•Blacks Please send my FREE 1972 Blacks of Greenock Catalogue and 
Climbing Supplement 

of Greenock 
Head Office ' 

Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire, PA14 5XN 
and Ruxley Corner, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 5AQ 
Branches :- :centres in London (3) , Birmingham, Bristol , 
Edinburgh , Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool , Manchester, 

NAME . .... . .................. . ... . .... . .. . ........ . ......... . 

ADDRESS .... .. ........... . .... .. ...... . ......... .. ... . ..... . 
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Nottingham, Sheffield, Stoke-on -Trent and Sutton , Surrey. 



The Sonnblik. A new 
exclusive Kastinger strong 
mountain boot. No side seams. 
Reversed hide. Full & half sizes. 
Price £13.80 post free. 

Write or Phone 
Manchester 
Postal Dept.: Wellington Place, 
Liverpool Road, Manchester 
Tel. 061 .833.0746 
Shop : 6-14 Cathedral St. 
M4 3FU 
Tel. 061.834.0161 
Liverpool 
Shop : 73 Bold St. 
Liverpool 1 
Tel. 051.709.6912 
Snowdonia 
Shop: Capel Cu rig 
Tel. Capel Curig 232 
Cornwall 
Shop: Market Jew St. 
Penzance 

The Ultimate hoop tent 
for bivouacs, one night stands 
and back-packing. 
Weight 3Ib. 5oz. 
Price £25.00 post free. 

We are a unique 
family business with 

30 years experience in 
mountain boot designing 

- selling the most 
complete range of 

mountain cloth ing and 
equipment imaginable. 

Photograph by Leo Dickinson 



Fisher 
POSTAL SERVICE 

Borrowdale Road, Keswick 
Tel: 72178 

The New 'Tenson' 
Jacket for Winter. 
Lined throughout 
with fleece lining, 
detachable and 
fully waterproof. 

Send for one on 
Seven Days 
Approval. 
We post anywhere ! 

Price £24 

THE TENSON JACKET 
New from Sweden, the coat 
to combat the cold. 
In Orange or Dark Green. 

@ Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and publ ished by M ountain Magazines Ltd. c/o 30 Collingwood Avenue, London N, 1 o. 
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