




Chouinard Equipment 
from 
Graham Tiso 

Pitons: 
Knifeblade Standard 58p 
Knifeblade Thick 58p 
Bugaboo short and long 70p 
Angle, ½" wedge 46p 
Angle, i" wedge 46p 
Angle, ¾" standard 50p 
Angle, 1" 54p 
Angle, 1 - ¼" 62p 
Angle, 1 - ½" 78p 

Chouinard Ice Axe with 
hickory shaft. 55, 65, 70 
and 75cm. lengths £9.75 
Alpine Hammer £6.50 
Chouinard/Salewa crampons £9.45 
Chouinard/Salewa karabiner £1.22 
Hexentrics sizes 1 - 7 per set £2.50 
Hexentrics sizes 8 - 10 per set £1 .70 
Stoppers sizes 1 - 4 per set 
(wired} £2 .40 
Stoppers sizes 5 - 7 per set £1 .10 

Postage: 
£1 5 orders, post free. 
Pitons 3p 
Axe 24p 
Hammer 20p 
Crampons 24p 
Hexentrics 12p 
Stoppers 12p 
Karabiner 3p 

GRAHAM TISO 
44 Rodney Street, Edinburgh 7 
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ii grimpe encore mieux 
et son pied est parfaitement tenu 

parce qu'il porte les chaussures eiger darbellay 
creees/ perfectionnees et ameliorees par le grand 

guide valaisan: michel darbellay. 
elles garantissent un serrage efficace 

et une tres bonne etancheite 

ets finot/ 26 st. sorlin en valloire/ tel : 12 

darbell~val dor 
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COME CAMPING, CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURY. Tel. 021 -556 0802 
½ mile from M5 & M6 (& M1 from Dec. 71 ). Ample free parking, 

list of routes and street map free and with pleasure. 
(We also have an indoor Ski School) . 

BLACKBURN, LANCS! 
Your local climbing shop is 

J & J KIRKHAM 
9- 11 HIGH CHURCH ST. 

Tel. 57688 

All the leading makes of climbing gear stocked 

WORI.DBEATER 
WHII.I.ANS 
HARNESS 
JUSTPARTOF 
OURRANGE 
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IVIOUNTAIN 
ISARD 

Hiking and Moderate Cl1mbmg . 
Upper of two.piece double 

tanned black leather . 
Watert1g~ I closing Lace gnpper. 

Sole JANNU GALIBIER. 
French sizes (and 112) 35 to 46 

Mountain Boot. 
Technical Adviur Georges Payot 

Reversed tan one piece upper 
Watertight stitching 

Except1onaUy comfort able padding 
Lace gnpper. 

Reinforced sole of Jannu Gahb1er. 
Sizes ( andl/2) 2 to 12 

High Mountain 
Rene Desmai•on 

anning waterproof 
Watertight seams. 

airs o f removable 
ther, felt beaded, 
It, crytor beaded. 

reed sole, style 
NNU GALIBIER. 

French sizes 
(and 112) 35 to 46 

Galibier 
SUPPLIEROFTHEFRENC~ 
MOUNTAIN FEDERATION -

' 

@ 
chausse 'SUR" 

INFDRMATia>/ AND DEPOSITARIBS 
a-.J REQUESf(V) 

BOOTS 
VERCORS 
Hiking • Moderate Climbing 
Reversed tan two piece upper 

Watert19ht stitching 
Sole - JANNU GAllBIFR 
Sizes (andl/2) 2 10 , 11 

FITZROY 
High Mountain 
Technical Adviser Lionel Terray 

.. Black leather upper, 
spec.al double watert ight tanning 
Foam padding Re in forced sole 
Sole · JANNU GALIBIER 
Frerch sizes {and 112) 35 to 46 

Varappe 
YOSEMITE 
Technical adviser Royal Robb ins 
Two p ,ece hunting blue leather Uf)f)Pr 

Lace gripper 
R1g1d 1t y des igned to permit 
f riction and edging 
Sole RAID CALIBIER 
S izes { and 112) 2 to 12 

High Mountain 
Technical Adviter Rene Dumaison 
Patented. 
Special double watertigh t tanning . 
One p iece reve rsed tan upper. 
Comes w ith special lace gripper. 
Reinforced sole 
of JANNU GALIBIER rub be r 
French s1zes(and112) 35to46 

PRODUCTION 

RICHARD PONTVERTsA 
3BIZEAUX /BP4/TEL:4et42 



bingioe 

chouinard/salewa crampons 

Made by SALEWA of Munich to CHOUINARD~design. 
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Cover Photo (and near left) : The Crack of Despair, one of Yosemite's classic test
pieces, was originally climbed by Frank Sacherer and Galen Rowell with some aid . 
Two years later (1964) Sacherer returned with Pratt and Gerughty and climbed 
the route free. A hundred foot 5.7 chimney pitch leads to the tree. Next comes 
"an appallingly smooth 5.10 jamcrack". The photo on the left shows the climber 
negotiating the first hard section. After this a rest is possible at the obvious 
constriction before the second crux area ( cover) is tackled . Each crux section is 
protected by a bolt runner! Higher up the difficulties ease and a three hundred 
foot chimney completes the route. Photos: John Dill 
Editor, Ken Wilson. Sub-Editors, Mike and Lucy Pearson. Technical Editor, Dave Pearce. 
American Editor, Chris Jones. Book Reviews, Paul Nunn. Editorial Advisors, Audrey Salkeld and 
Bob Moulton. 

Chris Bonington, Mick Burke, Robin Campbell, Leo Dickinson, Allen Fyffe, Colin Read, Ian 
Roper and Doug Scott (British Isles) . Colin Monteath and Chris Baxter (Australia). Dave Jones, 
Dick Culbert and Brian Greenwood (Canada) . Kamal Guha (India) . Mike Cheney (Nepal). 
Peter Habeler (Austria) . Alan Heppenstall (Italy) . Andre Contamine (France). Halina Cieplinska 
Bojarska (Poland). Dougal Haston (Switzerland) . Alex Bertulis, Yvon Chouinard, Steve Hackett, 
Steve Komito, George Lowe and Al Rubin (United States). lchiro Yoshizawa (Japan). 
Derek Fordham (Greenland). 

Mountain is published and owned by the Youth Hostels Association (England and Wales). 

Mountain is published every two months. January, March, May, July, September, November. 
Subscription rates : British Isles £1.75. Overseas : £2.50 or 6.00 for six issues, post free. 
All correspondence, editorial and advertising to: 
MOUNTAIN MAGAZINES Ltd., c/ o 30 Collingwood Avenue, London N.10. phone : 01-883 0567 

GLENCOE 
MOUNTAINEERING 
SCHOOL 

Basic and advanced rock-climbing 
courses from June to October. Boat and 
camp adventure weeks visiting the 
Hebrides. Explore new climbs, canoe, 
sub-aqua. 

Brochure from : Glencoe Mountaineering School, Kinlochleven, Argyll, Scotland. 

Frank Davis requires keen young staff for his Ambleside and Birmingham shops. A 
permanent position with a progressive company is offered to the right applicants. Write in the first 
instance to : Frank Davis, The Climber's Shop, Compston Corner, Ambleside, Westmorland. 

One Ton Austin Signals Vehicle. Fully converted and insulated. Ideal for club HQ vehicle. 
£350 o.n .o. Write to : Wood-Johnson, Millbrow Cottage, Grizebeck, Kirkby in Furness, Lanes. 

Take a course this year at SALZBURG MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOL 
Explore the magnificent mountains around Salzburg with our experienced 
instructors. Camping, Peak and Hut touring, Rock and Ice climbing. Courses for 
all ages and all levels of experience. Write for a brochure to: 
Salzburg Mountaineering School, Goldgasse 13, A5020 Salzburg, Austria. 

Glasgovv Climbers 
Get to the top wi th top equipment made by t he top names: 

• SALEWA, STUBAI, KAR RI MO RE, DAC HSTEI N. 
INTER -ALP, KASTI NGER . 

Ui;h;ang~parts 
5 - 7 Dalmally Street, Glasgow (off Maryhill Road) 
tel. 041.946.9200 



Information 
Reinhold Messner reaches the top of Manaslu's West Wall, but 17 climbers 
die on the mountain during pre-monsoon expeditions. 
Cerro Torre ruined by bolts, report British expedition. 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

PUNJAB 

Chongra (22,390ft.) 
This had its first ascent last 
year by a Japanese team led by 
Masahiko Kantsi. 

NEPAL 

Manaslu (26,750ft.) 
Both the Austrian and the South 
Korean expeditions operating 
on this mountain this year have 
had disasters. 
The South Koreans who were 
t rying to repeat the Original 
Route were decimated by an 
avalanche. Five climbers and 
ten sherpas were killed. The 
Austrians succeeded in breaking 
a hard new route up the West 
Face, with Reinhold Messner 
reaching the summit. On the 
same evening however, a savage 
storm struck the mountain and 
Andi Schlick and Franz Jaeger 
died lower on the face. 

HINDU KUSH 1971 

lstor o Nal: South Face 
A Jugoslav expedition, led by 
lvo Valic, made a direct route 
to the summit of the main peak. 
The climb was achieved in an 
Alpine style push from a high 
camp. 
Noshaq (24,580ft. ) 
A twelve-strong Bulgarian 
expedition is reported to have 
lost five of its members during 
an attempt on the mountain. 
This peak has now been climbed 
ten times, twice in 1971 by 
Austrian expeditions. 

Japanese Expeditions to the 
Himalayas in 1971 
Last year, 46 independent 
expeditions from Japan operated 
in Nepal, the Karakoram and the 
Hindu Kush . A number of notable 
successes were achieved, the 
most prominent being the fine 
new climb on the West Ridge of 
Manaslu by Akira Takahishi's 
party. Other climbs of note were : 
Chongra Peak, Kanjiroba Himal, 
the ascent of Gangapurna from 
the south, and the West Face of 
Saraghrar. 
Many of the other expeditions 
failed to reach their objectives, 
however, and an abnormally 
high accident level was recorded . 
Altogether, ten climbers, six 
Sherpas and two high -altitude 
porters were lost on Japanese 
expeditions. No doubt, with so 
many expeditions in the field, 
many of the climbers were 
inexperienced, and this may well 
have contributed to the plethora 
of accidents. Climbers from 
other countries will probably be 
astonished at the number of 
expeditions : the figure becomes 
even more remarkable when one 
includes the many other ventures 

that took place in other ranges in 
the rest of the world . 
I would not care to comment on 
whether this number is too 
great for a country like Japan, 
but when one sees the successes 
of other countries who only send 
a few expeditions, one is 
tempted to suspect that perhaps 
our good climbers are being 
spread too widely with the 
consequent poor results. 
Correspondent: lchiro Yoshizawa 
(Vice-President of the Japan 
A.C.) 

IRAN 

Alam Kuh: North Face 
A 13-man Polish team visited 
the mountain last summer. The 
party repeated the French route 
on the North Face and also made 
a new route on the larger (but 
less celebrated) North West 
Face. M. Budney, M. Malatynski 
and K. J. Rusiecki made up the 
f irst ascent party on the latter 
route. 

ANDES 

Polish Andean Expedition 
A ten-strong Polish expedition, 
led by H. Furmanik, spent four 
months (from May to September) 
in the Range, visiting the 
Cordillera Blanca, Ruara, Chac.ua... 
Central and Volcanica. They 
climbed 17 peaks, making 7 
first ascents and 4 new routes. 
The most interesting first ascents 
were those of Nevada Byton 
(name proposed by the expedi 
tion), by the South East Face 
(A. Bilczewski and A. Zyzak) ; 
the East Peak of Nevada 
Pichoycocha, via the South 
Ridge (H. Furmanik and 
J . Weigel) ; and on Santa Rosa 
the second highest peak in the 
Cordillera Ruara, they climbed 
the North Peak by the South East 
Face and the Main Peak by the 
North Ridge (Bilczewski and 
Zyzak). Finally, they climbed 
Chacua Grande, the highest 
peak in the Cordillera Chacua. 
via a hard ice route on the South 
West Pillar (Bilczewski and 
Zyzak) . The party attempted the 
North Ridge of Huascaran Norte, 
but retreated after climbing 
1,500ft. of dangerous ridge. 
Bilczewski, Furmanik and Zyzak 
climbed Nevada Huascaran via 
the Gargantua Col, and the team 
also climbed Pisco and 
Chopicalqui. 
Ranrapalca 
Norwegians Aas, Hammeraas, 
Boehlke, Eriksen, Bjerke, Gier
Hansen and Pran made the first 
ascent of the very steep South 
West Ridge to the South West 
Summit. 
Members of the American 

Perutah Expedition made the 
following notable ascents : 
Artesonraju (19,766ft.) 
Jock Glidden and Franz Mohling 
made the second ascent of the 
3,000ft. South Face in a day, and 
Leigh Ortenburger, Bart Janis 
and Mike and George Lowe 
made the second ascent of the 
South East Ridge in 2 days. 
Piramide de Garcilasso: 
North Face 
Mike and George Lowe climbed 
this 2,500ft. face in 2½ days. The 
climb involved 14 leads on 50 ° 
ice, and a descent using 1,000ft. 
of rope fixed on the way up. This 
was the peak's second ascent. 
Huandoy Norte: North Face 
Direct 
Five members of the expedition 
( all the aforementioned except 
Mohling) made the first ascent 
of the face after placing 2 camps 
and 1,000ft. of fixed rope. The 
final difficulties involved 1,800ft. 
of 50 ° snow and ice, followed 
by a further 500ft. of mixed 
climbing . The group bivouacked 
on the summit and descended 
the whole face the following day. 
Other peaks climbed by the 
expedition include Pisco East: 
East Face, possibly by a new 
route, and Nevada de Caras 
(second ascent). 
Correspondents: Cieplinska
Borjarska, and Lowe 

PATAGONIA 

FITZROY GROUP 

Cerro Torre: S.E. Ridge 
A British expedition, 
consisting of Leo Dickinson, 
Cliff Philips, Eric Jones, Gordon 
Hibberd, Pete Minks and the 
Swiss climber Hans Peter 
Trachsel, arrived in December 
hoping to find a route to the 
summit avoiding Maestri's bolt 
line. Having stockpiled equipment 
on the col, they climbed the 
ridge to a point just below the 
level where the British 1968 
expedition retreated. Here, an 
enormous block of ice, 
apparently attached to the face 
solely with old fixed ropes, 
barred the way. The only 
alternative line resorted to 
Maestri's bolt ladder leading 
across steep slabs to a chimney 
line on the East Face. After some 
discussion the team took this 
route, but on regaining the ridge 
above the chimneys they found 
that a traverse to The Helmet 
(Mauri's 1970 top camp) was 
not feasible. They therefore 
continued up the ridge towards 
the final head -wall. Phillips and 
Hibberd reached a high point 
just below the headwall, where 
bad weather forced them to 
retreat. 
A six-week spell of bad weather 

followed, after which the fixed 
ropes and equipment were in 
such disarray and the weather so 
poor that further progress was 
impossible. 
It appears that Maestri had a 
spell of twenty good days for 
his ascent. The British found 
that the whole ridge was littered 
with hundreds of bolts, some 
fairly justifiable, but most not. 
They estimated that about 100 
had been placed below the 
traverse across the slabs. In 
one sta nee there were 1 5 bolts, 
while on a grade 4 slab there 
were bolts at 3ft. intervals. 
On the traverse some bolts 
coincided with an easy terrace, 
while higher up the route they 
had not only been placed next 
to good piton cracks, but also 
in areas of straightforward free 
climbing . The climbers estimated 
that a total of 300-400 had been 
placed up to their high point. 
No-one on the expedition 
doubted Maestri's claims to have 
climbed the headwall, but 
Argentinian climbers expressed 
some scepticism about his claim 
to have ascended the final ice 
tower, which is usually guarded 
by enormous ice over-hangs 
Timely publication of Signor 
Maestri's summit photos would 
help silence any t;!oubts about 
this, though they would hardly 
erase the disastrous consequences 
of his 'mechanized' ascent. 
While some climbers will applaud 
the fortitude involved in the 
Maestri climb, others will feel 
that this fine mountain still 
awaits a valid first ascent. 
Fitzroy: East Buttress 
A seven-strong Italian 
expedition , led by Armando 
Aste, attempted this fine 
buttress, which was first tried by 
the French in 1967. They 
succeeded in climbing about 
1,000ft. of the route during a 
ten-day spell of good weather, 
but deteriorating conditions 
forced a retreat. 
When the climbers returned, 
they found that their ice cave 
had been covered by a huge 
avalanche. All their climbing 
gear was buried beyond recovery, 
and the expedition had to 
abandon its attempt. 
Fitzroy: West Face 
Cesare Fava (who rescued 
Maestri in 1959), Peter Skvarca 
and Richard Czerniawski climbed 
about 1,500ft. up the Fitzroy/ 
Poincenot couloir, before they 
were forced back by a storm. 
Cerro Huemul 
First climbed in 1917, and still 
awaiting a second ascent, the 
peak repulsed an attempt by 
Ernesto O'Riley, Horace Vivaldi 
and Jean- Pierre Demay, within 
50ft. of the summit. 
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Information 
South African climbers make fine ascents in the Paine region. 
Max Dorf/ inger solos the Caroline Face of Mt. Cook. 
Georges Nomine and Bernard Boniface killed on Midi North Face. 

.... 
Above: The South and Central Towers of Paine. The first ascent route 
on each tower followed the right-hand ridge and the high point reached 
by the South Africans is marked with a cross. Photo: Chris Bonington 

Cerro Solo 
Eric Jones made a solo ascent. 
Other Expeditions 
Attempts were made on Cerro 
Pyramid, Cerro Marmoz, Aig. 
lnominata and Aig. San Exupery, 
but no further details are yet 
available. 

PAINE GROUP 

The Sword and Cuerno Norte 
A nine-strong party from the 
Mountain Club of South Africa, 
led by Paul Fatti, visited the 
region in December and January. 
Paul Fatti writes : "We set up 
our base camp in the Rio Frances 
Valley, and established a 
Whillans Box at the foot of the 
final tower of The Sword {photo 
in Mountain 16) . We then took 
eight days of siege climbing to 
reach the summit via a route 
on the West Face. We were 
slowed, both by the traditionally 
atrocious weather, with very 
cold temperatures, and by the 
high standard of climbing, 80% 
of which was artificial (A2) 
and the rest high-standard free 
climbing with pitches of 6. 
The summit was reached by Mike 
Scott and myself on December 
19th, followed a day later by 
Tony Dick, Carl Fatti, Roger 
Fuggle and Richard Hoare. 
We then moved to Cuerno Norte 
(2nd Cuernos), which we 
climbed from the south west in 
three days. The main difficulty 
was centred on 1,000ft. of steep 
granite (mainly artificial); this 
was followed by a further 
1,000ft. of snow and rock, with 
pitches of A2 and 5sup. Dick, 
Scott and Paul Anderson reached 
the summit on the 30th, followed 
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shortly afterwards by Fuggle, 
Hoare and myself." 
The Central Tower: East Face 
Fatti continues: " We then moved 
our camp round to the Rio 
Ancensio Valley to attempt the 
magnificent 4,000ft. East Face 
of Central Tower. Our time was 
limited, but we did manage to 
get 4½ days· climbing on the 
Face before bad weather forced 
a retreat. We reached a point 
about one third of the way up, 
just below the huge diedre 
system that leads to the summit. 
When completed this should 
produce the finest climb in the 
area. The whole route should go 
without bolts : indeed, we didn' t 
use any bolts on the expedition. 
The remainder of our time was 
consumed by a severe 5-day 
storm, and we had to return 
home. " 
Central Tower: Original 
Route 
A New Zealand party made a 
bid to complete the third ascent 
of the Tower but were repulsed 
by savage winds . They also 
found the remains of Whillans· 
original box which they repaired 
and used as a bivouac site . 
Correspondents: Dickinson and 
Fatti 

NORTH AMERICA 

Yosemite Valley 
In the last week in January Rob 
Kiesel and Greg Lowe made the 
first winter ascent of the North 
Face of Half Dome. It took 6 
days. Of all the north faces in 
Yosemite, Half Dome, being the 
highest, presents the hardest 
winter conditions. In order to 
combat their severity, Lowe 
developed special equipment, th e 
most interesting of which was a 
rigid-floor bivouac tent which 
can be suspended from one 
point. Since it is light (9Ibs.) and 
very easy to set up, it could 
well revolutionize super-alpine 
climbing on big rock walls and 
even on mixed routes. 
Sierra 
Overlooked in previous news 
items was a new route (grade 5, 
5.9, A3) put up in June 1971 on 
Angel Wings, Sequoia Nationa l 
Park, by Chris Jones and Galen 
Rowell. Rowell also made a solo 
first ascent of the South Face of 
Bear Creek Spire (1,200ft.; 
grade 4, 5.9, A 1) . The peak is 
13,700ft. high. 
During the winter Rowell , 
Warren Harding and Tim Auger 
made the second ascent and 
first winter ascent of the East 
Face of Keeler Needle {1 ,800ft. 
grade 5, 5.9, A3) . The peak is 
14,300ft. high . 
Rockies 
Jeff Lowe's explorations on the 
big sandstone walls in Zion 
National Park continued with 
three new routes : The Toad 
(grade 6, 5.9, A3), on the North 
Wall of Red Sentinel, with Cactus 
Bryan ; Moonlight Buttress 
(grade 5, 5.7, A3) , with Mike 
Weiss, and Jacob South Face 
(grade 5, 5.9, A 1 ), with Weiss, 
Wick Beavers and John Weiland . 
The latter route, which took 2 ½ 
days, goes up the biggest face of 
a previously unclimbed peak, 
utilizing only 26 pegs for aid . 
Tetons 
The first winter ascent of the 
West Face of Grand Teton was 
made by Jeff and George Lowe. 
The climb took 2½ days ; the 
weather was very bad during th e 
last half day. 
In addition, Jock Glidden, Dave 
Lowe and Dave Smith made the 
first winter ascent of the Exum 
Ridge. 
Correspondents: Lowe and 
Rowell 

CORRECTION 

St Elias Mountains 
Our report in Mountain 19 that 
the Lute Jerstad expedition had 
reached the summit of Mt Logan 
was inaccurate. In fact none of 
the party reached the summit 
plateau . 

Also the Arctic Institute of 
North America party did climb 
Mt Steele (by a new route via 
the South Face) and did not 
attempt Mt. Harrison. Ji.irg Hofer 
corrected us on these points . 

NORWAY 

Romsdal 
Four Polish climbers made th e 
first winter ascent of the Fiva 
Route on the Store Trolltind over 
four days in February. The 
climbers - Tadeus Peotrowski, 
Ryszard Kowalewski , Wojcieck 
Feallinski and Andrej Dworak -
made good progress on the first 
day, but were slowed by the 
difficulties in the upper half of 
the route . The same team later 
made the first winter ascent of 
the East Pillar of the Trollryggen, 
with seven bivouacs. 
The winter season in Norway 
was an exceptionally good one, 
the heavy autumn rains being 
followed by a deep freeze, much 
snow and good anticyclonic 
weather for over two months. 
The ice climbing was said to be 
excellent. 
Correspondent: Robm Barley 

NEW ZEALAND 

Mt. Cook Region 
The highlights of the 1971 /72 
season were the first ascent of 
the Balfour Face of Mount 
Tasman (see Mountain 20), and 
a further four ascents of the 
Caroline Face of Mt. Cook, 
including a solo ascent by Max 
Dorflinger, a visiting Swiss 
c limber who made an early ascent 
of the Japanese Route on the 
Eigerwand. Dorflinger commented 
that in his opinion the new 
route on the Balfour Face 
appeared harder than anything 
of its type in Europe. 
Other notable ascents were that 
of the South West Face of Elie 
de Beaumont, by Dick Strong 
and Kevin Carrol, and that of a 
new line on the West Face of 
the same peak by Dorflinger and 
Herman Munser. A new route 
was put up on the East Face of 
Dampier by Ralph Miller, Ron 
Dickie, John Traffer and John 
Roberts. On Dixon. the West 
Face had its first ascent by 
Archie Simpson and Austin 
Brookes. On a smaller scale, a 
hard rock route was made on the 
West Face of Dilemma 
(Dorflinger and Pete Gough,) 
and a direct route was made on 
Darwin Buttress by a Japanese 
party (29 hours, 3 bivouacs) . 
The latter contained a 150ft. 
artificial pitch on which bolts 
were used. Darwin Buttress had 
a dozen ascents during the 
season. 



Left: The Balfour Face of Mt. Tasman. AAA marks the line of ascent and BB the line of an earlier attempt and retreat. The dots mark abseils. Photo: 
Mannering. Right: The North East Face of Mt . Blanc du Tacul. The Gervasutti Pillar dominates the centre with the Pillar of Three Points on the left. 
The Boccalatte Pillar takes the rocks on the right and finishes up the highest tower emerging from the shadows of the Gervasutti. Photo: Andrej Mroz. 

Other Areas 
A direct ascent of the Ramsey 
Face of Whitcombe was 
accomplished by John Stanton 
and Bryan Pooley at Easter. At 
the same time a party led by 
Graeme Dingle climbed a new 
line on the South West Face of 
Talbot in the Darrens. The claim 
to the first ascent of the South 
Face of Aspiring (in a nor' -
wester) has given rise to some 
controversy. Several conflicting 
versions of the climb exist and 
there is some doubt about the 
validity of the ascent. 
A productive season then, 
despite the erratic weather 
conditions which gave problems. 
One party, caught at 10,000ft. on 
Sefton after climbing the East 
Face, was forced to bivouac for 
five days in a snow hole. There 
were a number of accidents, 
including two deaths and two 
severe injuries on the Haast 
Ridge, normally an easy route. 
Finally, the season was notable 
for the rapid adoption of 
Chouinard ice techniques, the 
equipment arriving just before 
the start of activities. It would 
now appear that New Zealand 
climbers compare in technical 
expertise with their overseas 
counterparts and are keeping 
abreast of current developments. 
The winter season is now pend 
ing and with Denz's and Timm's 
ascent of Douglas, South Face 
last year, this year should see 
greater winter activity on the 
major routes. 
Correspondents: Edwards, 
Pooley and Baxter. 

THE ALPS 

SUMMER 1971 

Dent d'Herens: North Face 
Three Polish climbers, Michal 
Jagiello, Jerzy Milewski and 
Tadeusz Piotrowski, added a new 
route to the Face, to the left of 
the classic Welzenbach /Allwein 
Route. The climb, which took 
twenty hours, is predominantly 
on ice, although it is said to have 
rock difficulties of 5-6inf. and 
A2. It avoids the final ice face 
taken by the Welzenbach Route 
and finishes some distance along 
the East Ridge. 
Scheideggwetterhorn: 
North Face 
The Japanese brothers ,Takio 
and Yasuo Kato, made a new 
direct route directly to the apex 
of this triangular face during • 
twenty-eight days in August and 
September. The climb takes a 
line slightly to the right of the 
Niedermann Route. 
Nord Jagihorn: East Pillar 
A 1,300ft. grade 5 sup. A 1 rock 
route has been made up the 
Pillar by Gottlieb Klopfenstein 
and Hans Grossen. 
Sciora di Fuori: 
West Face Direct 
This route was soloed by th e 
Swiss climber Martin lndergand 
in October. 
Sciora di Dentro: West Face 
A new route was established on 
the Face during three days in 
September by Hans Peter Kaspar 
and Toni Holdener. This is a 
2,000ft. rock climb of high 
quality ; a detailed description 
can be found in Alpinismus 
( Feb. 1972) . 

Cima Terranova: N.W. Face 
(Civetta group) Alessandro 
Gogna, Heini Holzer, Alberto 
Doregatti and Aldo Levetti made 
a new direct route up the Face 
during August. They took 
sixteen hours to do over 2,000ft. 
of hard climbing (5 sup., with 
pitches of 6 and A2) . 

WINTER 1971/72 

Mt. Blanc: Brouillard Face 
Japanese climbers Reizo Ito and 
Nobuo Ogawa, basing them 
selves at the Eccles Hut, climbed 
the Pilastro Rosso by the 
Bonatti/ Oggioni Route (one 
bivouac), descended the 
Brouillard Ridge and back round 
to the hut, and then made an 
attempt on the Central Freney 
Pillar. Unfortunately, poor 
conditions forced them back 
here, thus preventing the 
completion of a remarkably bold 
plan . 
Mt. Blanc du Tacul: N.E. Face 
Italians Rava Miller, Ugo Manera, 
Giancarlo Grassi and Gianpiero 
Matti made the first winter 
ascent of The Pillar of Three 
Points over two days in Decem 
ber. Jean Claude Drayer and 
Berardin made the first winter 
ascent of the Contamine/ 
Mazeaud Route at Christmas, 
and Andrej Mroz, Ben Read and 
Eric Vala made the first winter 
ascent of the Boccalatte Pillar 
in March, just before the end of 
the season . 
Aig. du Midi: North Face 
Tragedy struck top French 
climbers Georges Nomine and 
Bernard Boniface just after they 
had completed the first ascent 

of the Nativity Route, a line to 
the left of the Frendo Spur. 
The ascent was made over three 
days at the end of March. Just 
as they were arriving at the 
Midi/Plan Arete, however, both 
climbers mysteriously fell. 
Their bodies were recovered 
from the glacier 3,000ft. below. 
As cloud momentarily obscured 
the climbers from spectators at 
the time of the accident, the 
cause of the fall is not clear. 
Georges Nomine had emerged as 
one of the leading Alpine 
climbers in recent years. 
Aig. du Plan: North Face 
Walter Cecchinel and Claude 
Jager made the second ascent 
(first winter ascent) of the 
Lagarde/ Segogne Route over 
three days at the end of 
December. Very steep ice 
climbing and strong winds 
combined to make this an 
extremely difficult ascent. Some 
fixed ropes were used at the 
start of the route. The only 
previous ascent of the climb was 
made in 1926. 
Aig. des deux Aigles: 
N.W. Ridge 
Yannick Seigneur and Mme. 
Ginette Perrin made the first 
winter ascent, with two bivouacs, 
in January. 
Aig. Verte 
Maurice Michelot and Daniel 
Troillet made the first winter 
ascent of the Cordier Couloir, 
continuing to the summit via 
the Col du Nant Blanc and the 
Pointe de la Segogne. On the 
other side of the mountain, the 
Mummery Couloir had its second 
winter ascent, by Michel 
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Information 

British and Japanese teams active in the Central Couloir of the Jorasses. 
Italians in neck and neck race up the South Face of the Matterhorn. 
Productive Scottish winter season. New climbs on the Minus Face. 

Bertinotti and Daniel Grevoz, 
who descended via the Whymper 
Couloir. 
Aig. du Jardin 
Jacques Sangnier made a solo 
first winter ascent via the 
Argentiere side of the col west 
of the Aig. Verte. On his descent 
down the Talefre Glacier he fell 
80ft. down a crevasse. Incredibly, 
he managed to survive the 61 
sub-zero hours that elapsed 
before he was rescued . 
Les Courtes: North Face 
Allen Fyffe and Ian Rowe made 
a winter ascent of the Central 
Spur in February. They took two 
days, spending the second 
fighting their way out of a severe 
storm. Meanwhile, Bob Shaw 
and Adrian Burgess were 
climbing the Swiss Direct Route. 
Having fixed ropes over the 
bergschrund, they took three 
days to climb the Face . The cru x 
was a 400ft. section of 60 -70 ° 
ice. They finished on the summit 
in the storm that caught Fyffe 
and Rowe. This was a second 
winter ascent. 
Grandes Jorasses: 
Central Couloir 
There was considerable activity 
here during January. First to 
arrive was a British party 
comprising Chris Bonington, 
Dougal Haston, Mick Burke and 
Bev Clark. They fixed ropes up 
the lower icefield and established 
an ice cave at the foot of the 
rocks. From here Bonington and 
Haston pressed on up an ice 
runnel going up the right flank 
of the Walker Spur. After twelve 
days' climbing they had got 
level with the Tour Rousse, but 
here bad weather forced a 
hazardous retreat (see article on 
page 13) . 
Meanwhile a Japanese party, 
having used the British fixed 
ropes, started to force a route 
up the Whymper Spur. Finding 
this too difficult, they returned 
later and continued up the bed 
of the main Central Cou/oir. 
After spending no less than 31 
nights on the mountain at 
various periods, they eventually 
completed the route in March. 
During this period the team 
changed considerably : finally 
it consisted of Yasuo Kanda, 
Yashuou Kato, Hideo Miyazaki, 
Toky Nakono and Kasuhide 
Saito, but Hisahi Sekino, 
Masura Suzuki and Naoyoshi 
Togashi were also involved at 
other times. 
The whole Central Couloir 
region, a death trap in summer, 
offers very difficult and sustained 
ice-climbing in winter. Also on 
the Grandes Jorasses, Rene 
Desmaison made a few tentative 
probes on to his unfinished 
route on the left flank of the 
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Walker Spur, and Nomine and 
Marmier made a short-lived 
attempt on the Bonatti/ Vaucher 
Route. A team led by Michel 
Darbelley fixed a few hundred 
feet of rope up the West Face of 
the Petites Jorasses. 
Petit Mont Collon: N.W. Spur 
Swiss climbers Francois Mattern 
and Michel Petermann made the 
first ascent (sic) of this route in 
December. 
Zina I Rothorn: East Face 
The first winter ascent of the 
Greloz/ Roch/ Schmid Route was 
made over two days in December 
by Paul Etter, Uli Gantenbein 
and Ernst and Andre Scherrer. 
Matterhorn: South Face 
This has been the scene of a 
number of winter attempts in 
previous years and this year the 
competition reached its height. 
First to try were the Rusconi 
brothers and George Tessari, 
in late December. After two 
bivouacs, however, they 
retreated, thinking the weather 
was too bad. During the descent 
they passed another party using 
their fixed ropes. This second 
party - Arturo and Oreste 
Squinobel, Rolando Albertini and 
Guiseppi Cheney - pushed a 
little further than the Rusconi 
team before they, too, retreated. 
A few days later, the Squinobel 
team returned, closely followed 
by a local team comprising 
Ettore Bich, lnnocenzo Mena 
breaz and Giovanni Herin . 
Something of a race developed : 
the parties bivouacked close 
together, and on the afternoon 
of December 23rd they reached 
the summit in a dead heat. The 
order was rumoured to be: 
A. Squinobel, Bich, Menebreaz, 
0 . Squinobel and Herin, with 
Albertini and Cheney traversing 
off the Face some distance below. 
It will be remembered that the 
first winter ascent of the North 
Face turned into a similar race 
and, of course, the classic 
Whymper/ Carrel rivalry provides 
further evidence of the 
Matterhorn's stimulating 
influence. 
Civetta: North Face 
In February and March, the 
Rusconi group (Antonio and 
Giovanni Rusconi, Tessari , 
Fabbrica, Crimella and Villa) 
attempted to force a new direct 
route up the Face, between the 
Phillip /Flamm and The Friends' 
Route. By mid-March, 2,500ft. 
of the wall had been climbed , 
with nine bivouacs on the Face 
during their last attempt. 
Cima Scotoni: S.W. Face 
Roberto Ive and Gino Comelli 
made the first winter ascent of 
the Pisani/Leonardi Route in 
December. In January, Enzo 
Cozzolino and Flavio Ghio added 

a new route to the right-hand 
side of the Face ( one bivouac, 
2,000ft., grade 6, twelve pitons) . 
Sassolungo: N.E. Pillar 
South Tyroleans Troi, Mayr and 
Kammerlander made the first 
winter ascent. 
Torstein: South Face 
Klaus Hoi, Walter Almberger, 
Hugo Stelzig and Lois Dengg 
(54) made the first winter ascent 
during two days in January. 
The 3,000ft. rock face was 
climbed via a direct line up the 
Yellow Wall. 
Spic: North Face 
This important face in the 
Julian Alps had its first winter 
ascent by Jugoslavs Stane Belac, 
Manfreda and Kosir. 
Correspondents: Contamine, 
Fyffe, Burgess, Heppenstall and 
Bonington. 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Active Winter Season 
This year's season was a distinct 
improvement on last year's 
disappointments, and a number 
of good climbs were done. 
Good conditions had to be 
chased, but success awaited 
those who persevered : one 
particularly keen team from 
Cambridge University hitched to 
Scotland on several weekends 
and made a number of fine 
ascents. 
Ben Nevis 
Orion Face Direct received its 
second ascent at last, on an 
indifferent day in February. 
Mick Geddes and Alan !:louse, 
who took 5½ hours to make th e 
ascent, proclaimed it a very fine 
route . The Face was also climbed 
by Neil Quinn and Doug Lang, 
again in a very fast time. 
Most of the new route activity 
also took place in this area of 
the Ben . Steve Docherty and 
Norrie Muir did not allow SMC 
disapproval to put them off 
their stride when they made the 
first winter ascent of Kellett's 
Left-Hand Route (grade 5) on 
Minus 2 Buttress. With George 
Adams, Docherty went on to 
make the first winter ascent of 
Wagroochimsla (grade 4) . 
Docherty, a Glaswegian, became 
the centre of a controversy when 
he persisted in staying in the 
CIC hut without permission : 
the hut custodian threatened 
prosecution, and the whole 
painful situation surrounding 
this vital hut looks as though it 
will soon be coming to a head. 
There are some who think the 
SMC is bent on frustrating , 
climbing on Nevis, while others 
see it as a private club protecting 
private property. 
Back on the hill, Rab Carrington 

and Alan Rouse climbed 
Kellett's Right-Hand Route, 
which provided them with a 
sustained grade 5 with "one 
stance in slings". 
Carrington and Jimmy Marshall 
also added new grade 4 routes 
to The Douglas Boulder (Left 
Hand Chimney) and the lower 
part of the North East Buttress 
(Newbiggen's Far Right 
Variation). On the latter route, 
Robin Campbell joined the party. 
On Carn Dearg Buttress, Dave 
Knowles and Dave Wilson made 
the first ascent of the upper 
section of Route 1 (grade 4) , 
while, below, The Curtain had a 
number of ascents, all of which 
relied heavily on the new hammer 
and crampon techniques. 

Glencoe 
Erratic conditions made this a 
quiet year. As usual, Glencoe 
School of Mountaineering teams 
made most of the running . Dave 
Knowles and Dave Wilson 
climbed the South Face Direct 
(grade 4) on Stab Caire an 
Lochan. On Aonach Dubh a new 
grade 4 route was added between 
Shadbolt's Route and Midnight 
Special by Dave and Doug 
Knowles and Wal Thompson. 
The same team also made a 
second ascent of Midnight 
Special itself, and found it very 
sustained. Raven's Gully was 
climbed by Martin Boysen and 
Dave Alcock. 

Glencoe was also the scene of 
two unfortunate accidents which 
occurred during a weekend in 
February when a heavy snowfall 
was followed by rain and rapid 
thaw conditions. In the first 
case, a pair from Edinburgh 
University were avalanched from 
the North West Gully on Stab 
Caire nam Beith. One of the 
party suffered serious internal 
injuries arising from the opposing 
pulls of his companion and th e 
dead-man belay, before the 
latter was pulled from the snow. 
The second accident took place 
on Buachaille Etive Mor when 
the well-known Newcastle 
climber Bill Hepplewhite, after 
climbing Crowberry Gully, 
slipped and fell to his death in 
Lagangarbh Corrie. 
Despite the fact that avalanche 
posters were prominently 
displayed throughout the Glen, 
many parties chose to ignore 
them. The tragic lessons of past 
years were simply disregarded. 
One party even climbed Great 
Gully, where Gunn Clark was 
killed in similar conditions last 
year. It is clear that whether 
through ignorance or frustration 
climbers are still embarking on 
gully climbs in appalling 
conditions, and ignoring the very 



Orion Face Direct repeated. 
Mick Geddes solos North Post. 

real danger of avalanches. 
Craig Meaghaidh 
1959 Face Route was well 
frequented . Mick Geddes and 
John Robinson arrived first and 
made the third ascent. Rouse 
soloed the route in two hours. 
An Aberdonian team, consisting 
of Dougie Dinwoodie and Mike 
Freeman, with Dave Stewart and 
Brian Lawrie, added a new route 
to the buttress on its left, joining 
the '59 Face Route at its gully. 
After the climb was completed, 
Dave Stewart slipped and fell 
500ft. down the crest of the 
Pinnacle Buttress, but fortunately 
avoided the final plunge over 
the edge. He nevertheless 
sustained very severe injuries 
which could handicap him for 
life. 
Geddes and Rouse made the 
second ascents of Richie's 
Gully Direct and The Pumpkin 
(4½ hours) . 
One outstanding climb, perhaps 
a pointer to the future, was 
Mick Geddes' solo ascent of 
North Post. Having started at 
4.0 p.m., Geddes arrived at the 
top of the route at nightfall, in a 
white-out. Since he had left his 
torch in his pack at the foot of 
the climb, he was unable to 
locate the descent gully, and was 
forced to descend the other side 
of the mountain and walk back 
along the road and up the corrie, 
a round trip of about 12 miles. 
This was a difficult climb, and 
one well-known climber had 
already fallen on the crux 
earlier in the season . As confi 
dence in the new equipment 
increases, further bold solo 
ascents will perhaps be made : 
this certainly seems a possible 
course for Scottish winter 
climbing in the future. 
The only other new route 
established on the cliff during 
the season was Carrington and 
Rouse's South Pillar, a grade 4 
which climbs the buttress 
between Last Post and South 
Post. In Loch Roy Coire just to 
the north of Meaghaidh, Loch 
Eil Centre teams have made a 
number of routes . 
Cairngorm s 
Lochnagar was the scene of a 
good deal of activity : many of 
the classic climbs were done 
regularly and climbing standards 
rose markedly. Three first ascents 
were recorded : Giant's Head 
Chimney Direct (grade 4, 
600ft.) , by Dinwoodie and 
Norman Kier; Scarface (grade 4, 
600ft.), by Stewart and Greg 
Strange ; Penumbra (grade 4, 
500ft.), by Charlie Butterworth 
and Paul Arnold. The last route 
takes a groove line on the Douglas 
Gibson Face of Shadow Buttress 
B. Second ascents were made 

of Shadow Gully, Backdoor 
Route, Twin Chimneys Route, 
Slab Gully and Gargoyle 
Direct, while The Stack and 
Pinnacle Face repulsed strong 
attacks. In the latter case, 
Dinwoodie and Stewart were 
particularly unlucky, being forced 
to retreat within feet of easier 
ground on Route 1. 
Two new climbs were made on 
Creag an Dubh Loch. James 
Bolton with Paul Arnold 
followed up some hard climbs 
on Lochnagar with the first 
ascent of Labyrinth Route Direct 
(grade 5, 900ft.), while Strange 
and John Tweddle put up 
Mistral (grade 4, 600ft.) which 
takes the grooves to the right of 
False Impression. 
On Beinn A'Bhuird, Charlie 
Butterworth and party climbed 
Squareface (grade 4, 300ft.), 
while a team led by John Bower 
climbed Faux Pas Gully (grade 4, 
600ft.) , between Tearaway and 
Crow Step Route. 
On Shelter Stone Crag, Ian 
Nicholson and Bill March made 
the second ascent of Sticil Face, 
and, at Christmas, Frost and 
Butterworth made the long 
overdue first winter ascent of 
Clach Dian Chimney (grade 4, 
800ft.) . On nearby Hell's Lum 
Crag, three new winter climbs 
were made : March and Nicholson 
climbed Kiwi Gully unroped 
(grade 3, 350ft.) ; Dinwoodie 
and Mothersele climbed The 
Wee Devil (grade 4, 500ft.) in 
poor conditions ; and Strange 
and Freeman climbed Auld Nick 
(grade 4, 450ft.) on the same 
Saturday that Cathy Davidson's 
ill -fated team ran into trouble 
less than ¼ mile from the top of 
the crag . 
Glenmore Lodge parties also 
made new routes on Lurcher's 
Crag ( Window Gully: grade 3, 
800ft.) , Caire an t 'Sneachda and 
Stac an Faradh. During the 
Christmas period Mick Geddes 
and John Robinson climbed 
Phoenix Buttress in Garbh Coire 
Mor on Breariach (500ft., grade 
3). 
North W est Highlands 
Activity at Applecross, Fuar 
Tho/I, Ben Eighe and in the 
Fannichs by teams from 
Aberdeen and the Glencoe 
School of Mountaineering 
proved profitable. The most 
notable results included a 900ft. 
grade 5 on the Mainreachan 
Buttress, starting up Original 
Route and finishing up Sleuth 
{Allen Fyffe, Kenny Spence and 
Hamish Macinnes), and Central 
Buttress (grade 5, 1,000ft.) of 
Coire Mhic Fhearchair, by 
Spence and party over two days. 
Spence's other routes include 
two long ones on Beinn Bhan in 

KASTING ER 

NOW IN STANDARD, 
LIGHTWEIGHT AND 
FEATHERWEIGHT VERSIONS ! 
' Force Ten' tents are chosen by many clim bers 
and campers - from th e Lake District rambler to 
the Himalayan Expedition Climber. Force Tens 
are ligh t but tough and roomy. Now added to th e 
range are the Mk. 5 and th e new styled Mk. 2 
which w eighs only 5 lbs. in th e Featherweight 
Grade. The ever-popular Mk. 3 is now ava ilable 
in th e three d ifferent w eight grades and the M k. 4 
in th e Standard and Lightweight Grades. Ask your 
dealer for details NOW. 

Prices from £18 t o £33 

CLIMBING & RAMBLING BOOTS 
In 1972 Kast inger offer a w ider range of boots than ever before. Prices and styles to suit 
all ages and both sexes are available at your dealer now. Top quality workmanship ensures 
years of w ear in the most rugg ed conditions. For full details and your nearest dealer write 
to :-

VANGO (SCOTLAND) LTD. 
356 AMULREE STREET, GLASGOW G32 7SL Tel : 041 -778 5461 

MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS 

We have a few copies of the following back numbers still left in 
stock : 

Mt. 11 Italians on Cerro Torre: Aliester Crowley: Callfornian Ice: Mountain 
Books survey: Conquest of Mountains - a contradiction. 

Mt. 12 Annapurna South Face; Rupa! Flank of Nanga Parbat. 

Mt. 15 Sa/ache Wall: Cornish Climbing: Interview with Reinhold Messner. 

Mt. 17 International Everest Expedition: Mallory and Irvine (Holze!) 

M t. 18 Articles by Smith. Menlove Edwards and Robbins. Interview with 
Royal Robbins. 

Mt. 19 Yorkshire Climbing; Troll Wall Direct. 

These back numbers are available to U. K. readers only at 30p each. 
Foreign readers may include them in new subscription orders. 

Also available and essential before bind ing is Mountain I ndex for Mountains 
1 to 12. Send 15p (Overseas 20p or 50 cents) plus an addressed 8 ½"x 4 t" envelope. 
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Information 

Hard new climbs in the Lakes by Matheson, on Pennine Limestone by 
Livesey and Sheard and at Avon Gorge by Drummond, Proctor 
and Willmott. 

Applecross - The Wall of the 
Early Morning Shyte and A 
Dream of Black Mambas. 
This entire area is in the news 
( or, rather, out of it) for a 
different reason . There is a strong 
opinion forming in the SMC that 
the area should be left as an 
uncharted wilderness from the 
rock climbing standpoint. 
Proponents of the idea intend to 
curtail all further guide -book 
work and discourage future 
route recording. The idea is still 
under discussion, but such a 
move (providing fine crags like 
Carnmore stay in publication) 
would seem well-attuned to the 
general obscurity that the area 
has anyway always enjoyed. 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Thirlmere 
Overlooked from previous news 
items was Rob Matheson·s, 
Graham Fleming's and John 
Poole's new route, The Blitz 
(280ft., XS), which forges a very 
steep direct line up Raven Crag 
between The Medlar and 
Delphinus. The first pitch used 
two pitons for protection and 
resting, and the second has a 
15ft. artificial section. 
Langdale 
Matheson and Poole climbed 
the obvious groove between 
White Ghyll Wall and The 
Hitcher, turning the large over
hang on the left. The same pair 
also climbed the obvious groove 
directly up to the crux of 
Granny Knot. 
On Pavey Ark, Matheson and 
Stu Colvin made a new route 
up the right edge of Arcturus 
wall, using a sky hook and a peg 
to overcome the initial overhang. 
The climb then continues 
completely free, crossing the 
Arcturus traverse and finishing 
directly up the steep mossy wall. 
"A superb wall climb; sustained 
and not very easy at all. " 
Dow Crag 
Matheson and his father climbed 
a very steep crack line to the 
right of Leopard's Crawl. The 
climb, Tarkus (180ft., XS, 5b) , 
has a very poorly protected 
entry, but the rest is said to be 
excellent climbing. Father and 
son also added another route to 
the Nimrod-Holocaust wall in 
November: the climb is called 
Catacomb (220ft., XS) . It takes 
the obvious traverse line under 
the overhangs and finishes up a 
steep crack on the upper 
buttress. 

NORTH WALES 

Little of importance has been 
discovered here for months, 
with continuous poor weather 
frustrating climbing activity. 
There was a brief cold spell in 
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mid - March, when those lucky 
enough to be around experienced 
excellent snow and ice 
conditions on most of the 
standard routes. On the Black 
Ladders, Martin Boysen and 
Dave Alcock established two 
new climbs up the Buttress 
between Central and Western 
Gullies. Both were excellent 
climbs that rated Scottish grade 4. 

DERBYSHIRE/ YORKSHIRE 

Limestone 
More of the old artificial routes 
are being replaced by free 
climbs, all of which are techni 
cally very hard . 
At Trow Gill, near Clapham in 
Yorkshire, Pete Livesey and John 
Sheard freed Ash Tree Groove 
(originally A1 , now HVS), Black 
Groove ( originally A 1, now HVS) 
and Clink (originally A2, but 
now XS), and added a new 
route, Alick (75ft., XS) . Sheard 
and Livesey went on to climb 
Boat Pusher's Wall and Dies lraes 
on Stoney Middleton, finding 

-· tbem both rather easier than 
their new Trow Gill routes. They 
also made the long-awaited 
second ascent of Street's 
Adjudicator Wall which has 
repulsed some extremely talented 
climbers and was widely regarded 
as one of the hardest routes in 
Derbyshire. Livesey confirmed 
its extreme difficulty, but 
thought it a little easier than his 
recent Gordale route, Jenny 
Wren. Alan Rouse and Paul 
Braithwaite also climbed the 
wall a few weeks later. 
Livesey and Sheard also 
managed to force their way into 
the High Tor renaming imbroglio. 
Livesey writes : "Last Sunday 
was our finest hour. We 
established a 160ft. free route, 
Bulldog Wall, that follows the 
approximate line of Drummond's 
aid route (skyhooks), Hook 
Crook Wall, nee Flakey Wall. 
The renaming was necessary, if 
not prudent, as it killed a few 
birds with one stone. 
Drummond was right to rename 
his route, though, as its line and 
that of Flakey Wall vary quite a 
lot." The small print about 
recent new routes in Derbyshire 
should provide a few headaches 
for future guide-book writers. 
On /lam Rock, Ed Drummond 
and Hamish Green Armytage 
freed the old Rock and Ice 
classic, White Edge (originally A2, 
now XS). Ignoring recent 
criticisms, Drummond has 
renamed the route Easter Island 
(see letter on page 39). 
On Stoney Middleton, Tom 
Proctor invented two new test 
pieces, one up the wall left of 
The Flakes, and the other up the 
right wall of Augean, while Al 

Evans squeezed The Menopause 
between Memmon and Our 
Father. All three routes are hard. 
Gritstone 
Drummond, with Hamish Green 
Armytage, has climbed the long
standing Stanage problem, 
Saul's Arete. Steep laybacking 
up the left side of the arete 
(facing right) allowed him to 
reach a horizontal break where 
he could place a good nut. 
From there he continued directly 
to the top. He renamed the route 
The Archangel (60ft., XS, 5c) . 

SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND 

Avon Gorge 
There has been an upsurge of 
exploration here in recent 
months. On Sea Walls, Ed 
Drummond and Tom Proctor 
have freed much of Exploding 
Galaxy, avoiding the final steep 
section by a leftward traverse 
to a very steep finish overlooking 
Unknown Wall. The climb is 
called The Haystack (350ft., XS) . 
With pitches of 5b, 5c, 5c, 5b 
and 4b, it appears to be one of 
the most sustained hard routes in 
the Gorge. The route relies on 
a number of protection pegs and 
also some bolts (left on 
Exploding Galaxy) and two aid 
pegs near the top. 
Tony Willmott and Dave Hermalin 
established The Pusher (XS, 5c) 
an eliminate line on Romulus 
and Unknown Buttress. 
To the left of Unknown Wall, 
Willmott and P. Johnson climbed 
the much tried groove line, 
naming it Urban Gorilla (XS, 5b) . 
On the more broken area of Sea 
Walls, Mike Thompson and 
Brian Wyvill made a new route to 
the right of Puke (Quick Flash; 
HVS, 5b). The route has a hard 
crux and some pleasant VS 
climbing. It finishes up the 
groove above the end of the 
Gronk traverse . Just to the right 
of Quick Flash Drummond and 
Proctor erased another blot on 
the Avon landscape by free 
climbing up a wall previously 
occupied by the pathetic bolt 
route Bisector. The new climb, 
Featherless Biped (XS, 5b) uses 
one of the old bolts for aid and 
one for protection. Don't Slip 
(75ft., 5c) takes the black groove 
and slab to the left of S.O.S. 
Drummond top-roped it first and 
then led it, with Proctor 
seconding. 
On to Main Wall: here, 
Drummond and Proctor climbed 
the low red wall on the extreme 
left of the crag, (House of Cards; 
125ft, HVS, 5a) . Think Pink has 
had a further going over by 
Terry Gloag, who dispensed 
with two more points of aid. 
Malbogies has been reinstated 
into the HVS grade, as the first 

moves have shed a vital hold. 
Further incursions have been 
made on the cliffs between 
Depravity and Lich Gates by th e 
Drummond and Willmott teams. 
Willmott's Steppin Wolf (XS, 5c, 
and good) climbs rock to the 
left of Kampf Magic Theatre 
(XS, 5c, and even better) climbs 
the ramp leading right from the 
start of Kampf. This provided 
Willmott and R. Nicholas with a 
route superior to its neighbours, 
with less aid and some very hard 
slab climbing . Finally, Drummond 
and Proctor forced Evening 
Light (XS, 5b) up the yellow 
stain left of the rockfall to the 
left of Lich Gates. 
In the Giant's Cave area a route 
entitled Dream of Brown Trousers 
(HVS, 5b) was made up the wall 
to the right of the cave entrance 
by Nicholas and another. Over on 
the Suspension Bridge Buttress 
Teddy Bears Picnic (XS, 5c) 
gave Rob Bennet, Nat Nicholas 
and John Moss a hard and very 
fingery new route between Limbo 
and GT Special with the latter 
route being rendered rather 
pointless. 
Some impressive climbing has 
resulted from this highly active 
period . The Haystack stands out, 
but most of the routes replace 
their predecessors with greatly 
improved climbing . Most of the 
new routes have been repeated -
an indication of the intense 
competitiveness surrounding 
Gorge climbing at present. 
Lundy Island 
Nine new routes have been made 
on the cliffs north of the Old 
Light, most by a party comprising 
Pat Littlejohn, Keith Darbyshire, 
Ian Duckworth, Mac McFarlane 
and Gus Morton. Time Bomb 
(21 Oft., XS) takes the blunt 
arete of the Old Light Cliff, and 
is very steep and intimidating. 
Further north, Black Hand 
(135ft., HVS) climbs a prominent 
corner with triple everhangs on 
the buttress forming the south 
side of the promontary midway 
between Old Light Cliff and the 
Battery. North of this a series of 
buttresses, accessible at all 
states of the tide, offer a 
number of fine routes of between 
120 and 200ft., at standards 
ranging from Severe to XS. 
With good rock, good lines and 
plenty of remaining scope, the 
area should become very popula r. 
Correspondents: Rouse, Strange, 
Fyffe, Matheson, Livesey, 
Drummond, Wyv,11, Littlejohn 
and Willmott. 



Above: Haston leading up the icefield, below the Central Couloir of The Grandes Jorasses. This and other photos: Chris Bonington 

Too Cold for Ethics? 
by Christian Bonington 

It's very easy to postulate climbing ethics at ground level, 
less easy to stick to them when confronted with the reality 
of wind and ice and rock - not just because there is greater 
discomfort and risk, but because our rules of play seem 
less important when confronted with the sheer scale of the 
climbing experience on big mountains under severe 
conditions. 
At one level our attempt to make a new route on the 
Grandes Jorasses under winter conditions could be 
regarded as a confrontation with climbing ethics, but to 
us, at the time, it was simply a superb piece of climbing 
that taxed us to the full. 
We used a light 'plane to get into the Leschaux Glacier. Is 
this justified in the Alps? To be honest, I'm not happy 
about it myself. One of the attractions of winter climbing in 
the Alps is the way the mountains suddenly assume greater 
magnitude because it is so much harder to get amongst 
them. If we fly in, the scale is lost, and yet, in our case, the 
'plane vanished as quickly and totally as past gives way to 
present. In the presence of steep flaky ice, morasses of 
powder snow, the scale of the Jorasses itself and the 
slowness of our own movement, the flight dwindled to 
unimportance - we were there in the middle of the 
mountains and that was all that seemed to matter. 
But the flight led to other ethical questions. To fly you 
need money; to climb big mountain walls in winter you 
need good equipment; and, on an even more mundane 
level, being free-lance, with all those dull middle-class 
commitments of mortgages, nursery schools and car, I also 
needed money - and so we looked round for sponsorship. 
Is this unethical? In Britain I suspect not - not, anyway, as 

far as common practice goes; many good British climbers 
have gained sponsorship for their climbs to cover the cost 
and perhaps make a bit more. In the States, this approach 
is viewed less favourably. In some circles, Harding and 
Caldwell were criticized more severely for the mere 
suspicion that they had set up the news coverage of their 
ascent of the Wall of the Early Morning Light before the 
start of the climb, than they did for the methods they used. 
The risk of sponsorship is that all too easily you can find 
your original concept of a climb being changed - the size 
of the team increased, the timetable altered, more gear to 
lug up, and so on . Most pernicious of all is filming, for all 
too soon you can find that instead of the film fitting around 
the climb, you have to adjust the climb to meet the voracious 
demands of making a film. 

We were very aware of these problems and in the end 
worked out a compromise that did not diminish our 
enjoyment of the experience. We took with us an Auto
load movie camera and some magazines of film for News 
at Ten and, on the strength of this, hired two willing 
porters, Guy Lee and Dave Smith . They helped carry quite 
a bit of our gear up to the foot of the face and were good 
drinking companions down in Chamonix. 

Having solved, at least for ourselves, these ethical problems, 
we started out on the Jorasses full of conformist thoughts: 
we were going to tackle the climb in an Alpine push with 
one pair leading, the other hauling up all the gear, changing 
over each day. We took with us enough rope to fix, 
temporarily, between good bivvy sites; for on a steep North 
Face in winter, it is unlikely you will get enough snow for 
caves, and all the ledges will be iced up. 
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We reached the foot of the Jorasses on the 15th January; 
Dougal and I dug a snow cave, while Mick Burke and 
Bev Clark scouted a way through the bergshrunds that 
guarded the Face. The weather was unsettled, the 
bergshrunds big, and the ice above hard and steep. It took 
two days just to climb the bergshrunds, in the teeth of 
almost continuous spindrift avalanches. The ten days we 
had allowed for the climb already seemed on the short side ; 
the prospect of total commitment unpleasant. 
We were not alone in the Leschaux Basin . Michel Darbellay 
and a big Swiss team were laying siege, with scant 
success, to the West Face of the Petites Jorasses. Rene 
Desmaison was flitting between Chamonix and his route on 
the left hand side of the Walker, pushing up it a line of 
fixed ropes, and then four Japanese climbers arrived, 
planning to make a new route on the Whymper, to the left 
of the Bonatti/Vaucher route. They also wanted to climb 
the big ice field between the bottom of the Walker and the 
Whymper and so we were able to strike an agreement that 
suited both parties, even if it did change the nature of our 
ascent. We agreed to let the Japs use our fixed ropes on 
the bottom ice field, provided they changed them for theirs, 
since otherwise we should have had to lift our ropes as we 
launched off on our summit assault; this was something we 
weren 't too happy about, for the only bivvy place we had 
discovered was a crack in the ice, near the top of the ice 
field, just big enough for two. 

And so we slipped into siege tactics, using the Japanese 
ropes behind . In face of the cold, the unsettled weather and 
the difficulty of the climbing, the outcome felt quite 
uncertain enough, even with a thousand feet of rope 
available for fixing above the bottom ice field. 
The climbing was some of the best that Dougal or I had 
had on ice; the bergshrund walls gave one vertical pitch of 
sixty feet, followed by another of a hundred and twenty, 
just off vertical - both climbed on screws. The Salewa 
drive screws were ideal for this, being easy to place and 
comparatively easy to remove. Above this the ice field 
stretched for a thousand feet at an angle that varied 
between 50 ° and 60 °. Dougal led most of it in a day, 
running out 300 feet of rope at a time, putting in protection 
pegs every fifty feet or so, and front pointing the lot on 
Chouinard crampons with a Chouinard hammer and two 
axes. Sometimes the axe picks gripped well , sometimes 
that of the hammer. 

By the time I had jumared up each pitch I was so tired that 
I readily accepted Dougal 's offer to lead on ... then 
worried secretly that I had been relieved to sink into second 
place. Those big long leads were un-nerving. 
Next day I reassured myself by leading the last 200 feet of 
the ice field. It was nervy all right, but straightforward, front 
pointing with one foot and side pointing with the other. 
On the 22nd, Dougal and I moved up to the little slit at the 
top of the ice field , left our gear there and carried on up the 
big groove, clearing the rock wall above. I went up first and 
cut a stance, trying to keep the pieces of ice small . But 
even small lumps built up a frightening velocity falling 
clear : Dougal was hit on the nerve on his elbow and was 
near-paralysed with pain . It was typical that he just kept 
going, and didn't curse me. 
"What's the point? The thing's done," he said. 
It gave me two steep ice pitches to lead while he recovered 
- both near vertical , hard ice squeezed between blades of 
rock, with the odd rock peg, but mainly ice screws for 
protection . I climbed it without using etriers, front pointing, 
using the odd rock hold and pulling up on the occasional 
screw. Dougal had recovered for the third pitch. Here the 
angle dropped back, but there was only a bit of ice holding 
together the shattered rock. He ran out 200 feet, hammered 
in several rock pegs for protection, but I doubt if any of 
them would have held a fall . He reached the top of the first 
rock barrier in the gathering dusk. We returned to our coffin . 
There was just room to lie in it nose to tail, with a bivvy 
tent over the entrance to keep out the spindrift avalanches. 
Next day we climbed the second ice field to the foot of the 
second rock barrier. There was no obvious break, just 
bristling loose rock apparently gummed together by ice. 
We weren't sure which line to take. 
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''I'll climb the ice pitch," said Dougal, "you can try pegging 
up the rock above." 
Fair enough. I stood shivering while Dougal worked his 
way up an ice runnel , straddled awkwardly round a nose of 
rock and up another runnel. 
"There doesn't seem to be anything here - what's it like 
round the corner?" "Might be better. At least it 's broken. 
But I'd be straight in the line of fire ." 

He came back to have a look, leaving the rope through an 
ice screw on his high point. I was frozen stiff, and had lost 
all feeling in my feet. At this we both lost enthusiasm and 
returned to the coffin . 

Getting away was hard . It didn 't seem to matter what time 
I woke up and started cooking , we never got away before 
9 a.m., and it was always I who was away last. I spent a lot 
of that night working out what we should do on the Second 
Barrier, and finally keyed myself up to try the steep rock 
above Dougal's high point, leaving my crampons at the 
bottom. I started jumaring up, fortunately with a safety rope 
from Dougal, when his ice piton plopped out. Next 
moment I was lying on the ice twenty feet below him. 
"What a waste of effort!" was Dougal's only comment. 
"You ' ll take another hour repeating that bit." I did. 

And then the rock. I'm no great artificial expert. At first 
glance the corner crack was blind; I pried around with a 
knife blade, tapped it and it sounded flat, tapped it down 
and it moved. 
"There's no bloody cracks." 
"Keep looking; you'll find one." 

I kept looking and got one knife blade in, stepped up 
tentatively, found another crack. It was all-absorbing, 
fascinating work. Eighty feet up I reached a ledge. Dougal 
followed up, removing the pegs while I watched the clouds 
lapping at the teeth of the Chamonix Aiguilles. They were 
sandwiched between two cloud banks, and the setting sun 
was throwing its glow between the banks, lighting the 
Drus and Verte a smouldering red. 
And then another pitch in the gathering dark; big blocks 
now, piled crazily on top of each other; I pulled up on one, 
feet on another, and a huge pinnacle toppled over ; a ton 
of rock rattled down the line of the fixed rope. Shaken, I 
found a stance ; Dougal started down as I looked for belay 
points. It was nearly dark and the rope might have been cut . 
It wasn't. We'd climbed the Second Barrier, and surely now 
must be in sight of success. 
But that night it snowed and did so all the next day. We 
lay in our coffin with little to eat and less to do. Boredom 
was the worst enemy. And then, at night it began to clear 
- black metallic sky and a wind that blew waspishly, 
tearing aside the entrance cover, filling the hole with 
spindrift. 
I woke up at four thirty, started cooking out of impatience, 
but it made no odds, we were barely ready to leave at nine. 
This was our big push, for we had run out of rope. With 
about fifteen hundred feet to go, we were going to lift our 
top rope and head for the summit. 
Dougal dressed, packed food and a stove in his bag and 
was ready. I was slower, subconsciously delaying the 
moment of commitment. At last, hauling bag packed, I was 
ready to follow. It was a brilliant clear day, so cold that toes 
froze up immediately and fingers stayed numb inside gloves. 
I followed Dougal, unco-ordinated, fearful. A helicopter 
buzzed in above us and little black figures peered down. 
I felt a stab of shame that we were not higher, that we had 
got away so late. 
It was eleven o'clock before we reached the high point. 
Dougal 's turn to lead. A broken groove, mainly rock, set 
at an easy angle. But Dougal tackled it slowly ; the rock was 
shattered. He ran out nearly three hundred feet of rope 
without a single sound peg; I shivered down below, 
wondering about my fate if he came off. 

Top right: Approaching the foot of the Central Couloir. The Japanese 
climbed the main line on the right while the British climbed the 
shallow ice groove in the centre. Centre and bottom right: Burke 
belaying Haston as he moves across to the foot of the ice groove. 





Above left: Halfway up the ice groove. Haston jumaring up the fixed ropes to join Bonington. Right: Bonington leading one of the difficult 
sections of ice-climbing. 

Three hours, and he reached the top ice field. I followed up 
and led through. We'd hoped that the ice would be set at 
an easy angle, but it was as steep as the lower fields - 55 ° 
brittle ice that split and shattered at every stab. I ran out a 
hundred and fifty feet, relieved when Dougal called out 
"That's half the rope - how about belaying?" 
I did, and Dougal went out in front. At first he made good 
progress up a runnel of good snow, but the snow ran out 
over rock slabs; he was unable to get in a piton, couldn't 
or wouldn't turn back, and just kept going. I cursed Dougal. 
If he fell off here, he'd pull me straight off. I suggested he 
got a stance and perhaps a bivvy site on a spur to the right, 
but he shouted down that it was all right, and kept going. 
At last he admitted defeat. 
''I'll have to make a tension traverse," he shouted. 
The rock peg sounded flat as it went in. He screwed in a 
Stubai corkscrew, and started across to the left, leaning 
over horizontally. I watched in chill fear. Thirty feet he 
went, still horizontal, leaning against the rope, and then he 
was across. Now he moved fast and the rope spun 
through my fingers. My turn to go up, into the dark. 
And then to find a bivouac. It was no longer fine settled 
weather. A bank of cloud had built up on the western 
horizon in the afternoon and now, in a matter of an hour, 
had raced across the sky; tendrils of cloud ranged round 
the top of the Jorasses, now not more than eight hundred 
feet above us. Snow was already in the air. 
At least we were on hard snow, but after a few blows of 
the axe we were down to ice. An hour's work and we'd 
cut out a step the size of a window-sill. We climbed into 
the bivvy sack, sat on our haul bags, and prepared to sit out 
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the night. We were in direct line of the spindrift avalanches 
from the top, and all night they swooshed over the sack, 
creeping insidiously behind us, until we were thrust from our 
precarious perch and left hanging on axes driven in the snow. 
By dawn our sleeping bags were damp, there was no sign 
of let-up in the weather. After twelve days of effort on the 
Face, we were near the end of our drive. There was only 
eight hundred feet to go - probably two day's work in good 
conditions - but we were in no position to sit out a storm. 
It was impossible to dig out a good ledge in hard ice, and 
the whole Face seemed a raging torrent of spindrift. 
We resigned ourselves to retreat. On the way down Dougal 
got frostbite in one finger and very nearly took an 
uncontrolled nose-dive down the last fifteen hundred feet, 
when he failed to clip his descendeur into the karabiner. 
We reached the bottom in the dusk and staggered through 
deep new snow back to the Leschaux hut. I kept falling 
down, I was so tired. Dougal, more stoic, kept plodding on. 
We'd failed - and had, perhaps, offended some climbing 
ethics. But we plan to challenge more, for we want to 
finish the route and plan to return using the fixed ropes 
which we left on key sections of the climb. Should we have 
used fixed ropes at all? And having used them, should we 
use them to return to the climb some six weeks later to 
finish it off? Or should we admit defeat and leave it to 
another year or another team? If we choose the former, it 
would mean that we should have to repeat about seventy 
per cent of the climb, doing the same thing all over again, 
taking the same risks on those long, very badly protected 
pitches and still face the likelihood of the weather breaking 
before we complete the climb. 



We came to use fixed ropes simply because they were 
available. If our friends the Japanese had not arrived, I 
think we should probably have resigned ourselves to 
climbing as we had originally planned, establishing a firm 
camp at the top of the ice field , fixing the two rock bands 
and then making our push for the summit. We could 
even have left our fixed ropes in position on the two steep 
sections, making a return that much more easy. 

I don't think it is practical, or even particularly desirable, to 
lay down firm rules about how one tackles a big mountain 
wall in winter. There is no doubt in my mind, or in the 
general opinion of climbers, that a single Alpine push, using 
the minimum amount of rope, is more satisfying and a 
greater achievement than a siege. The trouble is, in some 
seasons, or on some climbs - certainly the Eiger Direct, and 
perhaps our route - this simply is not practical. Should one 
leave it to another party or another year? By the time you 've 
humped all the gear you need to the foot of the Grandes 
Jorasses, you are in no mood to turn back. The probability 
is that you will end up doing what we did, slowly slipping 
from a straight push into a siege. 

How we tackle a climb must remain an individual choice, 
but this choice, in the end, will be judged by other 
climbers, and by oneself in retrospective analysis. I know 
I would have got greater satisfaction if we had been able 
to complete the climb in a single push, but at the time, and 
I think this is important, both Dougal and I felt extended 
to our limits and had a feeling of total satisfaction with the 
quality of the climbing that we were tackling. I should hate 
to have missed this experience, which I might have done if 
we had immediately abandoned the attempt, because the 
weather was too unsettled for a straight Alpine-style push. 
The cynical might well say 'They're doing it to complete 
their contract - to get their blood money from the 
sponsors'. But anyone who has been on a big, hard North 
Wall in winter will know how unimportant sponsorship 
becomes in these circumstances. It is not just the risk and 
the cold that makes responsibility to sponsors seem 
comparatively unimportant, it is the sheer size and joy of 
experience, the feel of unrelenting ice and rock, the deep 
satisfaction of pitting body and mind against the 
mountains in their most exacting guise. 

This is why I should like to return to the Grandes Jorasses, 
and why I shall be glad to use the ropes that we have left 
there. There will still be plenty of doubt over the outcome, 
for those ropes have been left an awful long time, and the 
top eight hundred feet might be far from easy. We shall have 
lost a winter ascent and, in losing it, might well have 
increased the risks from the Spring thaw and the threat of 
stone fall. And yet the return will have its own peculiar 
fascination because of these very elements of doubt. For 
that, surely, is one of the reasons why we climb? 

POSTSCRIPT 
Our confrontation with climbing ethics in winter ended up 
with a decided victory for the ethics. Haston and I returned 
on two occasions to complete our climb, once in February, 
when the weather was so bad we didn't even leave 
Chamonix, and a second time over Easter. The trouble was 
that once we had abandoned our first attempt other 
commitments crept in. Burke and Clark had a film to make 
for the B.B.C.; Haston was finishing his book, and then, 
just as he finished it, fell down a staircase and dislocated 
his shoulder. I had lectures to give and a book to write 
as well. 

But at last, on Easter Friday, we assembled at Leysin ready 
for our final attempt. One of the Vagabond Club regulars 
had been in Chamonix the previous day and told us that 
Susuki, a Japanese climber who had been in the attempt to 
make the route on the Pointe Whymper, had sent a message 
for us to contact him before we ventured back on to the Face. 

Dougal phoned him at Snell Sports and learnt that the 
Japanese had completed their route straight up the centre 
of the couloir to the col between the Pointes Walker and 
Whymper. The climbing had been extremely unpleasant on 
very loose rock with no bivouac sites. They had taken a 
month on it, using our little ice-cave at the top of the 
ice-field as a high camp and fixing the route almost all the 
way to the top. 

Above: a. The Shroud; b. The Desmaisson attempt (1971); c. The 
Walker Spur; d. Terray/ lachenal variant; e. Bonington/Haston attempt 
(1972); f. The Japanese Route (1972); g. The Bonatti/ Vaucher Route. 
Photo: Tiarraz 

More to the point, he warned us that our ropes were in very 
bad condition, part severed in several places by falling ice 
or stones. Confronted with the immediate reality of playing 
Russian Roulette all the way up 2,000 feet of fixed ropes, 
Dougal and I lost our enthusiasm. The long delay, the fact 
that the Japanese had forced a route to the top all 
contributed to our decision. 
In a way we had lost on two counts, for we had ignored a 
series of climbing ethics which I think we all believed in 
theoretically, but were prepared to abandon at the dictates 
of expedience, rationalising our action at the time, along the 
lines expressed in the main text of this article. 

And yet, now that an acknowledgement of failure has been 
extracted from us, I can't help being glad. Our line up the 
North Western Flank of the Walker Spur would give a fine 
route, giving high standard ice climbing with the minimum 
of jiggery pokery. It presents a rare challenge as a pure 
Alpine route - for a start one would have to find a way of 
remaining effective after a series of uncomfortable bivouacs 
- perhaps Bat Tents and hammocks could offer the answer. 
Anyway the route remains unclimbed - if we go back to it, 
I hope we shall steel ourselves to a harder ethical line. To 
get the most from the Alps in winter, I suspect that this is 
something we must all try to do, even when faced with the 
harsh reality of wind and ice and rock, with the glitter of a 
prize, nearly, but not quite snatched. 
SUMMARY 
Grandes Jorasses, Pointe Walker. A winter attempt to climb a new route on the 
right flank of the Walker Spur by Dougal Haston and Chris Bonington with Mick Burke 
and Bev Clark in support. January 1972. 
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New En g land and New York Sta te . Here, where hundred s of c limbers swarm on a few sma ll 
c liffs, the c limbing scene is aggressive, freneti c, in contrast to the relaxed atmosphere of 

Yosemite's sweeping grandeur. The aesthet ic romanticism of the w estern cl imbers is 
challanged by the jostling easterners ' urgency, epi to mized in the mockery of the Vulgari an's, 

a ginger group of irreverent individualists . The cliffs and climbers of Vulgari a are 
introduced by Paul Ross , A l Rubin and Richard DuMais . 

There's more to climbing in the States than Yosemite and 
Alaska . The Western half of the country is largely 
mountainous terrain, offering the climber vast scope in the 
pursuit of his sport. The middle portion, which is mainly 
flat farm land, has only occasional outcrops, but near the 
Eastern seaboard the mountains rise again . The Appalachian 
chain stretches for approximately 1,500 miles parallel to 
the coast. These are old mountains, rounded and forested in 
contrast to the alpine ranges of the West, but they still provide 
considerable opportunity for the climber. As in Britain, the 
activity is on crags and outcrops, the summits are 
accessible without technical climbing, and ice and snow 
climbing is restricted to the winter months. 
In the southern half of the range a scarcity of climbers has 
limited development to all but a few areas, though numerous 
fine cliffs offer much potential for the future. To the north, 
however, close to some of the major population centres of 
the country, are several areas which have played an 
important role in the history of American climbing. 
Before the First World War, most climbing in the United 
States consisted of non-technical routes up high, and usually 
quite easy, summits. But immediately following the war a 
small group, mostly from Boston, began to visit the Alps 
with some of the best climbers of the day. Amongst them, 
Robert Underhill and his future wife, Miriam O'Brien, were 
the leading lights, eventually achieving several 'premieres' 
in Europe. Returning home, they explored New England for 
opportunities on which to keep in shape during the off
season. Starting with some quarries and outcrops near 

THE NATURE OF NEW ENGLAND CLIMBING 
by Paul Ross 
The cliffs and mountains of New England which are popular 
with climbers and hikers have many similarities to those in 
Britain. The main difference lies in the tree coverage, which 
envelopes everything under 3,500ft. (the highest 
mountain is 6,000ft.). Stray off the trail and you can find 
yourself in bush that would do credit to the Burma jungle 
- I have scars to prove it. 
Climbing areas, apart from the Shawangunks of New York 
State, are mainly in New Hampshire, Maine and Vermont. 
Massachusetts, too, has small cliffs and quarries, up to 
150ft. high, giving many small but often difficult problems. 
On my first visit to Quincy Quarries, near Boston, I climbed 
a short problem called Parabola (5.10) . I remember only a 
blur of motion, one desperate move after another. Finally, I 
struggled to the top, not knowing if I was pulled or had 
fallen off or what. Later, I failed (I put it down to my short 
reach!) on a 5.9. Certainly 5.10, or at least the top- rope 
variety, seemed harder than the British XS grade. 
Further south, in Connecticut, there are a number of Gritstone 
like edges, of which the best is Ragged Mountain. 
And so to the hills. Vermont has excellent cliffs over 400ft., 
notably in the Stowe, Bolton and Camel 's Hump areas. 
Maine has many climbed and unclimbed rock faces over 
700ft. Virtually untouched is the steep face of Mt. Kineo, 
a piece of flint rock over 500ft. high. But it isn 't granite -

Boston, the group eventually opened up several large 
granite cliffs in the White Mountains of New Hampshire. 
The technical level of some of their routes was very high for 
the day. With this further training some of them visited the 
west, establishing several routes of considerable difficulty -
the North Ridge of the Grand Teton in Wyoming being the 
most outstanding accomplishment. In 1931 , Underhill 
introduced modern techniques to a group of Californians 
who then went on to open Yosemite Valley to technical 
climbing. 
During the 1930's, Eastern climbing was given a substantial 
boost by the arrival of a number of European climbers. Fritz 
Wiessner, one of the leading climbers of the Eastern Alps 
before his emigration, became the dominant figure. He put 
up the first routes in the Shawangunks, now the major 
Eastern attraction, and made his mark with hard routes on 
most of the local cliffs. He also did some characteristically 
hard climbing in the West and visited the Himalayas three times. 
Since the Second War, most of the climbing initiative has 
come from the West, where the large selection of unclimbed 
faces led to emphasis on aid climbing. With no big walls, 
and only a few middle-sized ones, the East offers little 
opportunity for major ascents of this type. But, as the 
current trend towards free climbing gains strength, the true 
potential of the East is coming to be recognized. The 
reasonable length, easy accessibility and good rock of 
most Eastern cliffs has encouraged the development of free 
climbing standards which are comparable with any in the 
world . 

and that is the rock which is favoured almost unanimously 
by U.S. climbers. 
Thus it is that the White Mountains of New Hampshire, 
with their impressive granite cliffs, may claim title as the 
Yosemite of the North - Eastern states. The big three cliffs 
are White Horse (800ft.), Cathedral (500ft.) and Cannon 
(over 1,000ft.) . The first recorded climb (Old Cannon) was 
on the last named cliff, and was accomplished in 1928 by a 
party of six. The Whitney-Gilman (5.7) , which goes up an 
intimidating ridge on Cannon, was completed in 1929, well 
ahead of its time. It was then, probably, on a par with 
anything on Scafell , except perhaps Central Buttress, and 
was technically the hardest climb in the States. 
Since then, Cannon has taken on the most serious 
reputation of the Eastern Cliffs. The first grade 4 (1 - 11 day 
climb), the V.M.C. (Vulgarian Mt. Club) , was done b/ 
Chouinard, Williams and Gran in 1965 ; Chouinard described 
it as the finest climb he had done in the East. It has 5.8 
free and A3 aid climbing. Many parties fail on the upper 
sections, intimidated perhaps by the thought of a night in 
hammocks. Streibert and Arsenault made a direct start to 
this climb in 1971 and this is, perhaps, becoming even 
more popular than the original. 
Sam Streibert has been one of the main pioneers on 
Cannon, with routes such as Sam's Swan Song, a classic 
free route (1 ,300ft, 5.7) , and Psyche Dike (5.8) . 
There are also easier high-quality routes to be found here, 
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Above: Cannon Mountain in New Hampshire. A 1000ft. cliff of 
variable quality granite. Below: A hard problem at Quincy Quarry, 
practice ground for Boston climbers. Photos: Richard Wilcox and John 
Dill 
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such as Lake View (5.5- 5.6) , which climbs slabs for about 
800ft, and finishes up the face of 'The Old Man· - the 
impressive and monumental emblem of the State of New 
Hampshire. 
Climbing on Cannon has a distinctly Alpine flavour, with 
weather conditions, at times, almost the same. There are 
rumours that the rock is bad and the cliff, in general, too 
dangerous to climb upon. If you need rescuing, the 
rumours are probably right. Rescue teams in the East are, 
as yet, very primitive by European standards. A few years 
ago a team failed to rescue two school boys who were 
climbing with clothes lines and had got into difficulties. The 
boys died of exposure. Another fatal accident occurred 
when a climber, pegging an expanding flake, expanded it a 
little too much ; both fell. Some climbers, intimidated by 
these two accidents, have given the cliff an unjust 
reputation . If it was only half as bad as some people think, 
then the French Alps would be unclimbable! 
For me, the situation and beautiful rock make Cannon the 
finest of the Eastern cliffs. With Mike Peloquin and John 
Bragg, I spent some of my best days this year filling in 
gaps; The Ghost (5 .7, A3) , Vertigo (5.8, A2) {the Half 
Moon Crack here was a beautiful lead by Peloquin), and 
Labyrinth Wall (5.8, A4) - which took Mike and me two 
days to complete - resulted . The routes range from 
1, 100ft. to 1,300ft. in length, and present very exposed 
situations. 

To date, five of the climbs on Cannon have had winter 
ascents : fine achievements all , for the weather can be 
very severe. 
New Hampshire's other two cliffs, Cathedral and White 
Horse, are near North Conway, which will one day, no 
doubt, become the East Coast equivalent of Llanberis or 
Keswick. The local hard men hang around Cathedral : it is 
more of a spectator cliff, being only a hundred yards from 
your car. However, this is not the only reason for the cliff's 
popularity: really great routes abound on its firm, steep rock. 
In 1958, an Englishman, John Turner, came from Canada 
and put up a route called Repentance, now classed 5.9. It 
was over ten years before a second ascent was made - and 
not for lack of trying . With this route, the most serious in 



Above: Mike Peloquin leading the Half Moon Crack during the first ascent of Vertigo on Cannon Mountain. Below: Looking down on the slab area 
of White Horse Ledges near North Conway. The tiny figures on the slab on the right indicate the scale. Photos: Paul Ross 

... 

the whole of the East at the time, and with some of the 
other climbs he pioneered on Cathedral, John Turner surely 
equalled the highest contemporary British standards. 
Since then, Joe Cote (who wrote the guide to this cliff 
and to White Horse) and Steve Arsenault have been 
prominent among the leading climbers here. Although the 
cliff is a mere 450ft. high, some of the climbs are as 
intimidating as anything on East Buttress, Scafell. Several 
aid climbs are now being done free, many of the better 
climbers following the trend away from heavy use of the 
piton, although these granite cliffs lend themselves to 
excellent aid routes. 
The past two seasons have shown an excelleration in this 
change to hard free climbing. No less than nine previously 
aided routes were climbed free during this period. 

.H 
Intimidation, first freed by Streibert and Merritt last summer, 
has four pitches of 5.9, which make it the most substained 
climb in the East. 
White Horse, about half a mile from Cathedral, can give 
quite a shock if you're not used to ultimate slab climbing. 
Holds are almost non -existent. Smooth slabs, up to 800ft, 
give excellent routes for beginner and expert alike. The 
south side of White Horse is as steep as the Cathedral: we 
recently opened up here with a route called The Eliminate 
(5.8, A3). 

Like the other two cliffs, White Horse can be a problem to 
the one-time visit man. On the 400ft. slabs of The 
Standard Route (5.4- 5.5) , we once passed a pair -
later said that they only climbed in the Shawangunks - who 
had taken, to that point, five hours : we'd come from the 
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The map shows the main climbing areas of New England and New 
York State. There are many other areas but only the big cliffs and the 
significant smaller ones are shown. 
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Quincy Quarries. A quarried granite crag with over 100 routes of all 
grades. The climbs are up to 60 feet long and are usually top-roped . 
Crow Hill. A metamorphic outcrop rising to 100 feet. There are about 
30 climbs which are all steep and strenuous. There are several very 
hard cracks. 
Ragged Mountain. The most popular of several local gritstone-like 
outcrops with about 50 climbs (60 to 100 feet) of all grades. 
Shawangunks. The most popular climbing area in the North East. 
There are over 400 routes, averaging 250 feet of all grades. Several crags 
along a seven mile escarpment. 
Breakneck Ridge and Storm King. Two granitic cliffs facing each 
other across the Hudson River. About 20 routes of up to 200 feet. 
Pokomoonshine. A major roadside granite crag with a 350ft. slab 
and a main cliff of 450ft. About 20 routes, most of which are hard. 
Chapel Pond and Giant's Washbowl. 400 feet of slabs and walls 
with about 15 routes of all grades. A granite cliff. Some ice climbing . 
Wallface. A 1,000ft. granite cliff with about 10 fairly easy routes. 
Potential for harder climbing but there is a five mile walk-in . 
Smuggler's Notch. A rock and ice climbing area with routes of 
about 500 feet. Many steep gullies but the rock is not too good. 
Elephant's Head, however, is an impressive feature with a number of 
400ft. climbs. 
Joe English Hill. A 200ft. granite crag on military land with routes 
in all grades. 
Cannon Mountain. A 1,000ft. granite crag with about 20 routes. 
The easiest climb is 5.4 and there are a number of big wall climbs 
involving both hard free and aid climbing . There are also a number of 
winter routes. 
Crawford Notch. Mainly ice-climbing, with routes of all grades up 
to 2,000ft. long. 
Huntington Ravine. A major ice-climbing area with about 10 routes 
of all grades. There is also some rock-climbing . 
Cathedral. A steep 450ft. granite cliff with many free and artificial 
climbs in all grades. 
Whitehorse Ledges. Mainly 800ft. granite slab climbs of all grades. 

Two important cliffs not shown on the map are in Maine. These are: 
Mt. Kineo. A 500ft. untouched flint cliff. 
Mt. Katadhin. A superb peak, perhaps the best in the east. There are 
several glacial cirques which have great summer and winter potential. 
The State authorities discourage climbing though. 

bottom in under ten minutes! Epics and retreats happen 
regularly in these areas, but because of the amount, scope 
and excellence of the equipment carried by the affluent 
Yank, he is usually able to work his way out of trouble. 
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The Adirondacks of Northern New York State, while 
technically not in New England, are close enough to be 
included here. The terrain and cliffs are similar to that 
found in New Hampshire. The biggest cliff, Wallface, 
reaches 1,000ft. It has several routes on it, but all attempts 
to put up a direct line through the most impressive section 
have failed. But Wallface is a long walk from the road and 
is rarely visited. Most of the activity has been on crags 
closer to the road, since an easy approach is a prerequisite 
for most Easterners, no less than other climbers. 
Chapel Pond offers a variety of slab climbs up to 600ft. 
long. Not quite as smooth as Whitehorse, it still gives very 
delicate climbing. The best cliff, however, is Poko
Moonshine. Located just off the main super-highway 
between New York and Montreal, it consists of a 350ft. 
main cliff¾ mile long, and a 450ft. slab. Most of the routes 
were developed by Turner and his companions in the late 
50's and early 60's. Bloody Mary (5.9), an intimidating 
groove line on the main cliff and The Arch (5.8-5.9), up 
the centre of the slab are the outstanding routes, but there 
are many others of similar difficulty. Indeed there is really 
only one easy climb on the whole cliff. 
In the States, I miss the climbing pubs: it is difficult to 
convince an Eastern climber that the pub can be more 
important than the beautiful rock. Many of the climbers are 
hippies anyway, and for them grass is better than beer - which 
is true where American beer is concerned. But don't under
estimate Eastern climbers. Perhaps they do not drink much 
or do fifty press-ups before breakfast, and you may not find 
too many crazy characters among them, but their 1971 
exploits in Yosemite and elsewhere are impressive: they can 
c.limb. Perhaps I'll bring over a team sometime. 

THE NEW ENGLAND WINTER by Al Rubin 
When New England's long, cold winter sets in, there's 
plenty to keep the local icemen busy. Winter temperatures 
in the mountain areas generally stay below freezing, so 
there is little freeze-thaw build-up of ice formations such as 
are found, for example, in Scotland. As a result, most winter 
ascents are purely on ice, in gulleys and ice flows, or on 
rock covered with powder snow. There is little of the true 
mixed climbing characteristic of Scotland. 
The traditional area is Huntington Ravine on Mount 
Washington, New England's highest peak. This 6,000ft. 
mountain is notorious for its awful weather, holding the 
world's record for the highest recorded wind velocity -
235 mph before the meter was blown away. Below zero 
temperatures, aided and abetted by 100 mph winds, are not 
uncommon. Snowfall is also frequent and heavy. These 
conditions have made even non-technical winter climbing 
a serious undertaking. 
Most of the technical climbing is done in six major, and 
several subsidiary, gullies which split the headwall of the 
Ravine. They range from 600-1,200ft. in length. Pinnacle, a 
narrow slot with a long, continuously steep first pitch and 
several additional ice bulges in the remaining 4-5 pitches, 
is the most serious. The other gullies are less demanding, 
but all offer excellent climbs in the prevailing sub-arctic 
conditions. A high accident rate underlines the seriousness 
of these undertakings. 
All these routes were opened in the step-hacking days of the 
'twenties and 'thirties, and the scene remained generally 
stagnant until the late 'sixties. Occasional parties would 
make new winter climbs of considerable merit, such as the 
Whitney-Gilman on Cannon, the Standard routes on 
Whitehorse and Cathedral, and Wallface in the Adirondacks, 
but these were isolated accomplishments which remained 
unrepeated until very recently. 
The change started in 1968 and, as with most things in 
American climbing nowadays, it started in California. More 
specifically, it started with Chouinard. Crampons, hammer, 
axe - chromoly steel and curved heads; within a season the 
new equipment and techniques had revolutionized the sport. 
Step-chopping gave way to front-pointing . Climbs which 
used to be all-day engineering feats began to be done in a 
couple of hours. A day in the Ravine is now closer to being 
fun than were the masochistic exercises of the old days. 
continued on page 26. 
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The Shawangunk escarpment from above the Oberfa/1 region of the Trapps. In the distance is Millbrook, which features the area's longest route; in the foreground is the Near Trapps. 

-
THE NORTH-EAST'S MOST POPULAR CRAG 
by Richard DuMais 
Undoubtedly, the most extensive and popular climbing area 
in the eastern United States is the Shawangunks 
(pronounced 'Shongum' by the Indians). Here, a number of 
outcrops lie along the crest of a seven-mile ridge, The 
Trapps cliff contains the largest number of routes, followed 
by the Near Trapps, Skytop Cliff, Millbrook Mt., Lost City 
and Bonticou. There are also several outlying cliffs that have 
only just started to be explored and developed. 
The cliffs, 350ft. at the highest, are characterized by 
steepness and impressive overhangs. While good climbing 
is found on all the outcrops, most climbers prefer to 
congregate at the Trapps. Though not the highest cliff 
{being around 250ft.), it is the longest, extending over 
1 ½ miles. Its popularity stems primarily from its proximity to 
the highway and its ease of accessibility, 
The rock, extremely hard quartzitic conglomerate, exhibits 
marked horizontal strata, which give rise to the abundance 
of horizontal holds, as well as the frequent and spacious 
ledges and the numerous overhangs. 
The cliffs were first discovered for climbing by Fritz 
Weissner and a group of friends in 1935. He and Hans 
Kraus dominated the climbing scene until the early 'fifties. 
They put in most of the new routes of this time, including 
such classics as High Exposure. Madame Grunnebaum's 

Wu/st and Yellow Ridge (all are 5.6 - mild VS), 
By the end of the 'fifties the climbing had been taken over 
by clubs whose conservative attitudes seemed designed 
more to prevent climbing than to encourage it. In reaction to 
this there was a breaking away from the 'establishment'; 
many took to climbing on their own or else defected to the 
'Vulgarians', a growing group of unconventional individuals. 
The Vulgarians were in their prime from the mid-'fifties to 
the mid-'sixties, when they dominated the climbing and 
social scenes and generally lived up to their appellation. 
A frequent visitor during the 'fifties was John Turner, an 
Englishman living in Canada. Independently of any local 
affiliations he did several routes of considerable difficulty 
for the time. Most of the remaining prominent lines were 
done during this period, and the standards were raised 
considerably, Jim McCarthy, the predominant climbing 
figure of the time, put up MF (5.9), the classic hard climb 
of the area, and cut the aid out of many existing routes. 
When Dave Craft and McCarthy did Never-Never Land 
(5.9) without aid, and McCarthy did free ascents of 
Retribution and Matinee (both 5.10) , free climbing in the 
Shawangunks had 'come of age'. 
After the publication of the first guide book to the 
Shawangunks by Art Gran in 1964, activity subsided. In the 
more frequented areas most of the lines had been done; 
most of the new route activity was generated by Dick 

A section of the Trapps, seamed with fine, 200ft. routes on quartz conglomerate, a rock similar in texture to granite. 23 



Above: Dennis Merritt leading the dramatic direct finish to Thin Slabs (Trapps): a 5.8 hand-traversing pitch (previously nailed) whose hardest moves 
are poised in the most exposed position. One of the many fine pitches that the tilted strata of the Gunks make possible. Right: Merritt on the crux of 
Inverted Layback (5.8) on the Near Trapps. A very strenuous series of moves, weaving in and out of a number of roofs. Photos: Ken Wilson 

Williams, either bulldozing his way up overhanging walls or 
climbing on the more remote cliffs. Many of his routes, like 
Yellow Wall (5.8, A4), No Man's Land (5.8, A3) and April 
Showers, combined difficult aid and free climbing . 
In the late 'sixties there came another development - an 
increase in the activity of female climbers, with Gerd 
Thuestad in the forefront. They firmly and impressively 
established their significance with many difficult all-female 
first ascents, such as Vulgatits. 
Solo climbing increased too. Considerable activity by an 
avid group of proponents resulted in many hard routes being 
done solo before interest fell off, so to speak. There was 
then a resurgence of interest in difficult free climbing, 
oriented mostly towards doing existing aid routes 'free'. 
When John Stannard cut the aid out of Foops, climbers' 
concepts of what could be climbed without aid underwent a 
drastic revision. (Foops is 5.10 plus, and goes over a 
gigantic roof on fingertip holds. It has had no second 
ascent) . Many of the remaining aid climbs were done free, 
and Stannard established himself in the van of the area's 
climbers. 
At about the same time, the Shawangunks underwent a 
24 

tremendous increase in popularity. Along with a boom in 
climbing, there was a wholesale stampede to the 'great out 
of doors' by the general public. Ten years ago, fifty to a 
hundred people on the cliffs at any weekend was thought to 
be an uncommonly large number; five to six hundred at 
mid-season is not extraordinary now. A climber visiting the 
area on a good weekend may have trouble parking near the 
main cliff; by Friday the local camping areas are usually full. 

Another unique feature is the 'friendly ranger'. Most of the 
cliffs lie within a private park administered by the Mohonk 
Trust. Hikers and climbers are charged a fee, which is used 
to maintain and preserve the land. 

At the ' Oberfall', the common gathering spot at the base of 
the descent route for the Trapps, one finds a spectacle 
worthy of Barnum and Bailey. The spring there is often 
clogged with beer, soda and wine bottles left to cool. Hard
hatted hundreds tramp by, so heavily laden with gear that 
one might think they were off to do El Capitan instead of 
the Easy Overhang (5.1 ). Signs inform one of the ranger's 
function ("No Rock Climbing Without a Permit") and 
provide instructions as to when and where the "ethical 
climber" will use what type of protection. The cliffs are alive 

/ ; 

with all manner of rappellers, top-ropers, kibutzers and rock
droppers. Though the 'Gunks' are composed of some of the 
hardest rock anywhere, hard hats have become 
increasingly necessary in the last few years, especially for 
walking along the road near the Oberfall. 
On weekends tourist audiences are common, providing brisk 
business for the 'Texas Weiner' man, or other enterprising 
souls who set up vending stands along the highway. 

By late afternoon the crowd at the Oberfall is further 
diverted by 'the boulderers', replete with mats, chalk, 
special chalk bags, and so on . This aspect of the sport has 
gained greatly in popularity in the last few years. 

While you may have to queue on the Trapps' popular routes, 
the number of warm bodies and related phenomena is 
dramatically smaller on the outlying cliffs. Here there is 
good climbing, though on a less extensive scale, and 
abundant wildlife. But then you miss much of the spectacle. 

The combination of steepness and overhangs makes the 
climbing hereabouts quite strenuous. Most of the climbs 
have considerable exposure and the rock is very solid . But 
protection is good, with some notable exceptions, and 
difficulties are not usually sustained. Due to the abundance 
of horizontal cracks, pitons are generally used for 
protection, though nuts are now favoured as over-pinning 
leads to the deterioration of cracks. 

The weather is moderate; except in winter, it rarely poses 
problems. Along with the good protection and ease of 
access, this has insured that the hardest climbs are of a very 
high standard indeed. Furthermore, the location of the 
'Gunks' appeals to climbers from hundreds of miles around ; 
its habitues come not only from the New York area, but also 
from New England, the Mid-West, the Mid-Atlantic states 
and Canada. The great variety of routes attracts some of the 
most adept - and some of the most inept. 
Current trends at the 'Gunks' reflect the return to an 
emphasis on short, extremely difficult free climbs, or free 
ascents of artificial routes. While many of the hardest 
routes await repeats, the classic hard routes, once considered 
the realm of an elite few, are frequently done and have lost 
much of their aura. With the Trapps fairly exhausted of new 
route possibilities, this activity has shifted to the more 
remote areas, losing most of its appeal, except to the 
prolific Williams and a few others. 
At present the area 's activities are becoming more 
diversified. Social life has been enriched by the influx of 
many young girls ('groupies') who may or may not climb, 
but like to hang around the climbers . The more devout 
climbers attack difficult free climbing with great fervour and 
dedication. The development of new equipment has kept 
apace of the ardour of the many fetishist ironmongers. On 
the other hand, climbing a route with only nuts or artificial 
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Left: Jim McCarthy and Joe Bridges on the classic 5.8 route, Pink Laurel ( Trapps) Photo: Bob Keates. Right : Rich Goldstone, soloing the 
magnificent final pitch of High Exposure (5.6), another grand finale equipped with gratifyingly enormous holds which neutralize the gently' over
hanging nature of the pitch. Photo: Matt Hale 

chocks is highly regarded. This is fostered by a desire to 
protect the rock from deterioration and to get one's name 
publically recorded in a book in the local shop. 
The unusual quality of the climbing is 'thus only matched by 
that of the area's climbers ; if nothing else, one will find 
climbing in the Shawangunks a unique experience. 

continued from page 22. 

The new spirit led naturally enough to a search for new 
challenges. Repeats of the avant-garde climbs of the 'fifties 
and early 'sixties became more common, and new areas 
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began to be developed . New York climbers discovered the 
potential of the Adirondacks. The iced·.'..up slabs at Chapel 
Pond have become very popular. Close to the road, they 
give 4-5 rope lengths of continuous but generally 
low-angled ice climbing on the main slab, with harder, 
steeper pitches on the fringes. Other Adirondack cliffs offer 
even greater opportunities for future activity. 
In Vermont, several very steep gullies in Smuggler's Notch 
have been climbed, but their relatively remote location has 
kept them from becoming popular. There are probably more 
ice-climbing possibilities in Maine, especially on 
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Mt. Katadhin, its highest and finest peak, than in all the 
other areas combined . But here, too, remoteness has 
hindered serious exploration. 
New Hampshire still remains the central area. In addition to 
the Ravine, climbers have now started to frequent Crawford 
Notch, just south of Mt. Washington. The north wall of this 
narrow pass is lined with numerous ice and snow gullies. 
Although more shallow and not as impressive as the gullies 
in the Ravine, their 1,500- 2,000ft. length makes them 
worthwhile objectives. The south side offers considerable 
variety. Most popular is the 500ft., low-angled slab of 
Willey's Slide. The 800ft. cliffs of Mt. Willard contain several 
possibilities for good mixed climbing . Perhaps the most 
important are the short, very steep routes on Frankenstein 
Cliff These have sufficient potential to become the 
Shawangunks of ice climbing . Railroad tracks offer 
convenient access to the numerous ice flows which decorate 
this 250ft. cliff in winter. Though shorter, these climbs are 
technically more difficult than those in the Ravine. So far 
only a few climbs on the fringes have been done, but these 
have been enough to indicate the desperate nature of future 
undertakings. 
Cannon Mt. has also been subject to increasing attention. 
Several routes have been done there over the past few 
winters, but these have been primarily snow-covered rock 
climbs instead of true ice climbs. One route on the cliff, the 
Black Dike, develops a steep and appalling soon. icicle - the 
prime goal of local climbers. Until last December it had 
defeated all attempts, some of which (by very eminent 
climbers) had never even left the road. When it was finally 
climbed, it was done with style - solo, in 4½ hours, on thin, 
rotten ice. This accomplishment is an indication of the 
dynamism of the winter scene in New England in the 
'seventies. 

SUMMARY 
The North-Eastern United States. A survey of the climbing in New 
England and New York State in both winter and summer, including a 
detailed coverage of the Shawangunks. 

One man, one Mountain, but so many things 
to think about, things like quality, weight, 
warmth, dependability, the list goes on. 
Winter climbing places extreme demands on 
the man, the team, and the equipment. The 
experienced mountaineer knows what to look 
for, they've been coming to us for some time 
now, to all the others we offer the finest in 
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look at what we have to offer. Then choose 
your gear, one man's gear, the 
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Two's a Crowd 
by Alan Rouse 

In general, it is a fallacy to say that people solo because it 
is dangerous. No-one can deny that the activity is 
dangerous, but the danger is simply accepted because of the 
overall enjoyment and the sense of achievement. Indeed, 
many of those involved in soloing can often view the danger 
with an almost frightening objectivity : "Once you 're dead, 
you're dead" seems to summarise their thoughts on the 
matter. 

I cannot claim to be a true solo climber, but I hope that my 
limited experience in the field has given me a certain 
amount of insight into the means and aims of the soloer. 
For me, soloing VS's in Wales can be pure enjoyment, while 
soloing a big route in the Alps is perhaps a little too 
dangerous for total enjoyment at the time, though I think 
much pleasure comes in retrospect. The freedom of motion 
allowed in pure solo climbing (i .e. without a rope or other 
protection devices) comes closer, in my opinion, to true 
climbing and mountaineering than any other means of 
progression over a region of rock or ice. Soloing in Wales 
or on gritstone allows times to be cut dramatically : Eric 
Jones can effortlessly complete perhaps 15 routes (about 
2,000ft.), at VS and above, inside three hours at Tremadoc, 
while Tom Proctor has soloed 4,000ft. of gritstone at 
Stanage in eight hours (a total of 157 routes, mostly hard, 
and his progress only stopped by the pain of climbing when 
the skin on his fingertips wore through). No tedious waiting 
on drafty stances, no gear to carry and no runners to place. 
Anyone who can enjoy climbing will certainly appreciate 
the pleasure of a steady and natural progression up a 
rock face. 

SOLOING IN BRITAIN 
The history of solo climbing in Britain is not well 
documented. Some of the early pioneers indulged, and 
Bentley Beetham put up a number of routes in Borrowdale 
in the 'twenties. Menlove Edwards' sol itary wanderings over 
the ill -frequented Welsh crags can be traced in Samson, 
and Colin Kirkus had a number of close escapes that are 
recorded in Let's go Climbing. Many of the leading climbers 
of the 'thirties soloed at a fairly respectable standard on the 
cliffs of Tryfan, Glyder Fach and Lliwedd, but invariably 
this was on established routes of the balance climbing type 
where few demands on strength were made. 

Then, as now, motivation varied . Edwards' motives for his 
risky activities on new routes are difficult to fathom. 
Samson seems to point to the conclusion that his job as a 
psychiatrist led him to critical self-analysis and, eventually, 
to suicide. I suspect his motives were very different to mine. 
I enjoy a good rousing chorus of 'O' Reilly's Daughter' with 
other friends who are soloing on the same crag joining in. 
It is not loneliness that I seek, but rather independence and 
freedom. Edwards, with his introspection and aestheticism, 
would probably not enjoy the present often circus-like 
atmosphere surrounding many solo ascents. When Pete 
Minks and I soloed Vector we enjoyed each other's 
company, and the main point of the exercise revolved 
around the lack of a rope. Clearly, some people are forced 
into solo climbing in one form or another by circumstances 
- Jones for instance got most of his free time mid -week, 
when companions were difficult to finc;t . Cliff Phillips, on 
the other hand, was reserved . He found partnerships hard to 
establish and was thus led to soloing. I started it mainly 
because my friends did it, though having no -one to climb 
with sometimes also played a part. Later on, boredom with 
the existing climbs provided a further incentive. Solitude, 
however, was rarely, if ever, a motive. 

General soloing is fairly common, but soloing at high 
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standard or on new routes is very much a minority sport. 
Not more than a handful of climbers have soloed Extremely 
Severe climbs, and fewer still have soloed one on sight. 
There appears to have been some notable recent 
performances in Yosemite, but in Britain Alan McHardy's 
solo ascents (on sight) of the Overhanging Arete on Cyrn 
Las and the main pitch of Woubits on Cloggy stand out 
(he did comment afterwards that he was a little worried on 
the Overhanging Arete however) . 
Nothing very hard was achieved in Scotland until recently, 
although many of the early ascents were virtually solos 
anyway. Last year, however, both George Shields and Ian 
Nicholson soloed Inbred, and Norrie Muir soloed Centurion 
and Mousetrap. Muir reckons that his main reason for 
soloing is his inability to descend after wandering up for a 
look at the first pitch of a route ! 

A number of notable new routes have also been soloed in 
Scotland. In the 'forties, Kellett climbed an impressive 
collection of new routes on Ben Nevis, with Gardyloo 
Buttress (VS) standing out as a considerable achievement 
for its time. More lately, Tom Patey soloed a vast number 
of new climbs in the Northern Highlands, no doubt 
prompted by the lack of climbing companions in remote 
Ullapool. His Giant Crab Crawl, on Creag Meaghaidh, must 
be one of the most outstanding British examples of solo 
ice climbing . Patey's skill with words also provided the 
classic defence of soloing : "By tradition the climber who 
habitually climbs alone is regarded as reckless. Nothing 
could be further from the truth, because if he were other 
than safe he would be dead." It remains to be seen 
whether Patey's example on ice will lead to solo ascents 
of major grade 5 routes like Point Five Gully or Orion 
Face Direct, but Mick Geddes' recent solo ascent of 
North Post seems to indicate interesting years ahead. 

SOLOING IN THE ALPS 
The long and varied history of soloing in the Alps is well 
recorded in a number of climbing autobiographies. Anyone 
seeking inspiration in this respect would do well to refer 
to Bonatti 's On the Heights , where he will get some idea 
of the physical discomfort and mental stress involved in 
soloing a major new route - Bonatti 's ascent of the South 
West Pillar of the Dru being perhaps the supreme example 
of soloing in an Alpine context . 

Solo climbing had an early start in the Eastern Alps, but 
it was not until the 'fifties that the genre really gained 
momentum in the West. While it is true that Eastern Alpine 
rock faces are more amenable to soloing, the difference in 
soloing standards still seems rather strange. It is tempting 
to use this fact as support for the suggestion that it is 
boredom with lack of major challenges that leads to an 
increase in solo climbing. For most of the big faces in the 
Eastern Alps had succumbed in the 'thirties, while many of 
those in the Western Alps (such as the West Face of the 
Dru) remained inviolate. 

Amongst the early Eastern solo climbs was Paul Preuss's 
ascent, in 1911 , of a new grade 5 - the East Face of the 
Campanile Basso. In 1914, Hans Dulfer soloed the first 
ascent of the South Face of Catinaccio, which even today 
is graded 5 sup. Comici made a solo ascent of his own 
route on the North Face of Cima Grande in 1937. One of 
the few comparable achievements in the Western Alps was 
Madier's solo ascent of the South Face Direct of the Meije. 

While it is true that some solo climbs, such as Bonatti 's 
ascent of the Dru, are undoubtedly very serious trials, not 
all soloing needs to be a major ordeal. Hermann Buhl 's 
account of his rapid ascent of the North East Face of the 



Main alpine solo ascents since the war. By scouring all available sources we have assembled this list of solo ascents. However there are almost certainly 
some important omissions. and readers are asked to write to us with any further information that might make the list more comprehensive. 

1947 
Lalidererwand: North Face 
Schiisselkarspitze: Feichtl/ Herzog 
Schiisselkarspitze: South East Face 

1952 
Piz Badile : North East Face 

Fleischbank : South East Diedre 

Schiisselkarspitze: South Diedre 
Civetta: Solleder/ Lettenbauer 

Croz dell'Altissimo: Via Dibona 
Cima d'Ambiez : South East Face 

1953 
Mt. Blanc : Peuterey Ridge 
Dent d'Herens: North Face Direct 

Watzmann: North Face 

Marmolata : South West Face 

Crozzon di Brenta: North East Face 

1954 
Torre Venezia : South Face 

1955 
Aig. Noire: South Ridge 
Petit Dru: South West Pillar 

Croz dell'Altissimo : Oppio Route 

1956 
Aig. du Moine : East Face (Contamine) 
Lalidererspitze: Auckenthaler route 
Piz de Ciavazes: South Face Direct 
Monte Agner : North Ridge 

1957 
Cima d'Ambiez : East Diedre 

1958 
Pie Sans Nom : North Face 
Lalidererwand : Schmid/ Krebs 

Cima della Busazza: West Face 
Torre Venezia: South Face (Tissi 
and Andrich routes) 

1959 

Leo Seitelberger 
Hermann Buhl 
Karl Gombocz 

Hermann Buhl 
A fast ascent of this famous face 
H. Wiimel. Regarded as the hardest route 
in the Kaisergebirge at the time 
Hermann Buhl 
Cesare Maestri. A fine ascent of a long 
and serious route 
Cesare Maestri 
Hermann Buhl 

Best Kerfell 
Karl Lugmaier. A major ice route first 
ascended by Welzenbach 
Hermann Buh l. First solo and first 
winter ascent 
Cesare Maestri . One of the hardest 
pre-war Dolomite climbs. Grade 6 sup. 
Cesare Maestri . The Guides' route 

Armando Aste 

Marco May 
Walter Bonatti. An incredible first ascent 
of a d ifficult free and artificial route, 
taking several days 
Cesare Maestri. 

Hermann Buhl 
Hermann Buhl 
Cesare Maestri 
Claudio Barbier 

Armando Aste 

Jean Couzy 
Podisk. He used ski sticks to reach 
the pitons 
Michel Vaucher 
Michel Vaucher. He climbed both 
routes in a day 

Grand Capucin: East Face Buscaini 
Mt. Blanc : Route Major Walter Bonatti 
Mt. Blanc: The Pear Carlo Mauri 
Aig. du Midi : Frendo Spur Robert Guillaume 
Dent du Requin: North Face Robert Guillaume 
Matterhorn: North Face Dieter Marchart 
Totenkirchl: Peters/ Eidenschink George Maider 
Gross Bischofmiitze : South East Arete Leo Schliimmer 

1960 
Tre Cime di Lavaredo : Comici / Dimai, 
Cassin/ Ratti and Comici / Mazzorana 

Cima Ovest: Couzy Route 

1961 
Barre de Ecrins: South Pillar 
Punta Civetta: Andrich / Fae 
Cima Grande: Brandler/ Hasse 
Tre Cime de Lavaredo 

Roda di Vael: Maestri Route 
Roda di Vael: Brandler/ Hasse 
Torre di Valgrande: North West Face 
Pan di Zucchero: North West Face 

Claudio Barbier soloed these three 
North Faces in 6½ hours 

Armando Aste. A very difficult free and 
artificial ascent 

Paul Lugin 
Claudio Barbier 
Karl Flunger 
Claudio Barbier repeated his 1960 
performance, adding two more climbs 
Milo Navasa 
Cesare Maestri 
Claudio Barbier 
Erns Steger 

Piz Badile points to some of the more basic enjoyment to 
be experienced: "I wriggled, heaved and straddled myself 
up the face foot by foot, with the free end of my rope 
following me like a faithful companion. There can scarcely 
be a more wonderful feeling than balancing upwards like 
that, unburdened and light of foot, free of all adventitious 
aids - like a Paul Preuss or a Hans Dulfer in earlier days, 
entirely self-reliant, wary of eye and sensitive to the tips of 
their fingers and toes. The only thing required here is a good 
natural climbing style and pure technical skill. I could have 
shouted aloud for sheer delight." 

Last summer I ascended the North West Ridge of the 
Cengalo in thick mist and, like Buhl, enjoyed every minute 
of it. In sharp contrast I over-confidently attempted to 
climb the South Face of the Aiguille du Fou, a very difficult 
route with a lot of pegging and hard free climbing. Two 
ropes, thirty pegs, twenty krabs, axe, crampons and bivi 
gear certainly weigh enough to make anything hard work. 

1962 
Civetta: Comici/ Benedetti 

1963 
Eiger : North Face (1938 route) 

Dachl : Diedre del la Mort 

1964 

Claudio Barbier 

Michel Darbelley. This was a major 
achievement that several c limbers had 
attempted. It was climbed the day after 
Bonatti had retreated from his attempt 
on the route. 
Leo Schliimmer 

An Italian, Marchesini. claimed a number of solo ascents of major routes upon 
which doubt was later cast 
Roda di Vael : Eisenstecken Route Heini Holzer 

1965 
Parisian Roland Travelini claimed th e fi rst ascent (solo) of a major new route on th e 
Grandes Jorasses but this was not generally accepted by French experts 

Petit Dru : West Face 
Matterhorn : North Face ( Bonatti ) 

1966 
Aig du Triolet: North Face 

L'Olan: North West Face (Gervasutti) 

1968 
Grandes Jorasses : Walker Spur 
Les Courtes: Swiss Route 
Dent Blanche: North Face 

Fleischbank: Schmuck Chimney 
Dach!: North Face ( Diagonal Crack) 
Piz di Ciavazes : South Face, 
Schubert and Micheluzzi routes 

Cima Ovest : Squirrel 's Ridge 

1969 
La Meije: North Face Direct 
Aig. du Bionassay: North West Face 
Les Droites: North East Face Direct 

Petites Jorasses: West Face 
Mt. Blanc du Tacul : Gervasutti Pillar 
Monte Rosa: East Face ( Lagarde) 
Marmolata di Rocca: Vinatzer route 
Civetta: Phillip/ Flamm 

Sassolungo: North Face (Solda) 
Cima d' Auronzo: Comici / Cesara 
Furchetta: North Wall ( Meraner) 
Eiger :: Lauper Route 

1970 
Ailefroide : Gervasutti/ Devies 
Aig. du Blatiere: West Face 
Petit Dru : North Face 
Aig. du Midi: North Face 

1971 
Mt. Blanc : Central Brouillard Pillar 

Mt. Blanc: Central Freney Pillar 

Mt. Blanc: Red Sentinel 
Aig. Verte: Cordier Couloir 
Petit Dru: Hemming/ Robbins 

Mt. Blanc de Tacul : Jager Couloir 
Scirora di Fuori : West Face Direct 
Piz Cengalo: North Ridge 
Lenzspitze: North Face 
Brenta Alta : Detassis route 

Rene Desmaison 
Walter Bonatti . Another gruelling climb 
situated to the right of the Schmid route 
A first ascent, solo and in winter ! 

Pierre Desoulliard . Climbed in winter 
{first winter ascent) 
Jacques Rafflin 

Alessandro Gogna. A long awaited cl imb 
Kurt Hoffmann 
Camille Bournisen. A bold climb with a 
new finish up one of the most serious ice 
faces in the Pennine Alps 
Heini Holzer 
Leo Schliimmer 
Reinhold Messner. He climbed both 
ro utes in a day 

Angelo Ursella 

P. Renaud . A winter ascent 
Franck Astori 
Reinhold Messner. A hard cl imb done 
in a very fast time 
Joel Coqueugniot 
Giampiero Matti 
Al essandro Gogna 
Reinhold Messner 
Reinhold Messner. An outstanding 
climb achieved in poor weather. 
Reinhold Messner 
Enzo Cozzolino 
Reinhold Messner 
Jacques Sangneir 

Jacq ues Sangneir 
Rene Desmaison 
Joel Coqueugniot 
Walter Cecchinel. Climbed in winter 

Eric Jones. A first ascent of a very 
remote climb 
Georges Nomine. He took an 80ft. 
fall whil e climbing the route 
but continued unharmed 
Jean Afanassief 
Jean Afanassief 
Jean Claude Drayer. Very hard 
free climbing. 
W. Cecchinel. A winter ascent 
M . lndergard 
Alan Rouse 
David Belden 
Sereno Barbacetto 

After a tiring first day, in which I climbed an icy couloir and 
did several hundred feet of arduous pegging, I bivied on a 
small ledge. I realized too late that solo bivouacs weren 't 
really my scene. I couldn't sleep, so, to pass the time, I tied 
both ropes together and abseiled down to the end looking 
for water. Swinging around on the end of a 300ft. rope in 
the dark on a big rock face certainly makes a change from 
boozing in the Padarn. The next day provided a few 
surprises: beautiful free climbing led to a rurp in place. 
Seeing a peg in the Alps usually inspires automatic clipping 
in, and often a quick pull - but a rurp in place! Well , that 
was a different matter. I chided myself for being a coward . 
"The Americans probably use rurps as main belays," I told 
myself. 'This is no place for dithering." So I pulled up. The 
fall , apart from proving that Americans must be mad if they 
really do use rurps for main belays, provided me with a 
broken leg and ankle. The retreat was comical in retrospect. 
Ever hopped down 17 abseils? Well I have, but I didn't see 
the funny side at the time. 
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Two's a Crowd 

THE ETHICS OF SOLOING 
The definition of a 'proper' solo ascent will vary according 
to the region in which the climb is made. In B~itain, there 
are various levels of soloing: clearly, a man using a back 
rope is achieving little more than climbing without a 
second; taking a few slings to guard against an 
unexpected problem is also avoiding the complete 
challenge; climbing without slings or ropes on routes one 
has done before in a normal roped fashion is good, but it is 
still not the ultimate solo experience. That must be the 
soloing of a hard route, near to one's normal leading 
abilities, but on sight, with no first-hand knowledge of the 
difficulties of the climb. If this is a first ascent as well , the 
commitment becomes absolute, although few would 
embark on a solo first ascent without some form of 
equipment to act as a standby. 

There is also the matter of the presence of other climbers. 
In Britain, two people soloing a technical route 
simultaneously, but without rope or slings, should surely be 
able to claim valid solo ascents. The difficulty lies in the 
individual moves, and there is little that one climber can do 
to help the other in the event of a slip. Indeed, if the 
climber in front slips, there is the added risk of him 
dislodging his companion. 

In the Alps, however, the question becomes more difficult. 
The main dangers in the Alps tend to centre around bad 
weather, remoteness, and loose and dangerous descents. 
Technical difficulty is there, but if things get too tough 
it is accepted that one can always use some aid to overcome 
a difficult section. The primary challenge of Alpine 
soloing is certainly lessened by the presence of other 
climbers. Eric Jones and Cliff Phillips soloed the 
Gervasutti Pillar together, and most of the time they were 
only a few rope-lengths apart. Also, when Pete Minks soloed 
the Walker Spur and Eric Jones the Bonatti Pillar, both 
climbers encountered other parties on their routes; neither 
of them had planned for this, of course, and in some ways 
the encounters presented greater problems in terms of 
slower progress and added risk of stonefall. But the fact 
remains that such planned or unplanned company on a big 
Alpine route reduces the seriousness and sense of 
commitment. In the Alps, the means are far less important 
than the total isolation of one's solo climb: it all boils down 
to a matter of preserving a reasonable degree of 
uncertainty, as was pointed out by Lito Tejada-Flores in his 
now classic paper on ethics - Games Climbers Play. 

Perhaps a fair definition of a 'proper' solo climb in the 
Alps would include ascents where other parties were on the 
route, but not those where the presence of such parties was 
pre-arranged in order to provide assistance. Such ascents, 
though they may still be fine achievements, must be 
invalidated as true solo ascents. There is an interesting 
parallel here with the definition of winter climbing in 
Scotland. The recent ascent of Astronomy, on the Ben, by 
Fyffe, Spence and Macinnes, sparked off a wave of 
controversy as to whether or not it was a true winter ascent. 
Some people, whilst applauding the achievement, claimed 
that there was not enough snow to make it a true winter 
ascent. The definition proposed by the first ascensionists, 
however, seems very fair: for a winter ascent, the climbing 
must be easier with crampons than without them. In the 
same way, it must be said that two people soloing together 
in the Alps can always 'cheat', and give each other 
assistance, if things get tough . Such ascents must therefore, 
be considered invalid. 

Even Bonatti 's solo ascent of the Route Major, which was 
done at the same time as his companion, Carlo Mauri, was 
30 

soloing the Pear, was not quite the same as being 
completely alone on Mt. Blanc, for the two climbers joined 
up on the summit and so reduced the seriousness of the 
descent. It is unfortunate that a definition of a 'true' solo 
ascent has to be made at all, but the basic competitive 
nature of human beings makes it necessary. Let's face it, 
most people would prefer to make a first solo ascent rather 
than a subsequent one (although this applies less with 
easier routes than with hard ones), whether it be for personal 
reasons or even for reasons of national pride. 

TECHNIQUES OF SOLOING IN THE ALPS 
Various self-belaying techniques are available to overcome 
difficult sections when soloing in the Alps or on big walls 
elsewhere. The safest method involves tying the rope off to 
one or two belay pegs and, after running out a rope length, 
anchoring the rope, descending, and jumaring back up, 
having removed the lower belay point and any protection 
points on the pitch. The actual details of how one protects 
oneself progressively as one climbs the pitch seem to be a 
matter of personal preference. My technique is to tie the 
ends of two ropes to the belay, and then to tie one (rope A) 
to my waist as normal. On the other rope (B) I tie a 
figure-of-eight knot at some suitable distance along its 
length (say, 20-30ft.). to enable me to climb a workable 
distance without taking too long a fall should anything go 
wrong . I then climb until this length of rope becomes tight, 
whereupon I retie the knot a further suitable distance along 
the rope. All the time I protect myself with slings or pitons 
with rope B only. When I reach the stance, I tie off both 
ropes to the belay, and abseil down rope A. If the rock is at 
all overhanging, or the pitch has veered off a generally 
vertical line, it is important to pull the abseil rope taut 
before descending to the lower stance. A descendeur or a 
karabiner brake is therefore essential, as shoulder abseils 
with a sling and karabiner are impossible on a very tight 
rope. When the lower belay is reached and the anchor .pitons 
removed, one jumars back up rope B, removing the 
protection and aid points en route (one's rucksack can be 
hauled up on rope A). A common variant on this method is 
to use a jumar instead of a figure-of-eight knot to attach the 
rope to your waist when climbing. This is faster but rather 
less dependable if a long fall occurs. 
Another useful technique in the Alps is simply to place 
one's rucksack on the ledge that, hopefully, marks the foot 
of the pitch, and then tie one end of the rope to yourself 
and the other to the rucksack. No safeguards or belays are 
employed, but things are made a little easier as one can 
climb unencumbered and haul the sack up when the next 
suitable stance is reached. Also, the rope is already tied 
on and could be used in a number of ways if any 
emergency develops. Although this method gives no added 
security it does make the climbing considerably easier. 
Another method that is particularly useful on popular 
routes that have a number of in-situ pegs involves tying 
both ends of the rope to one's waist and tying a knot in the 
centre. When a peg is reached, one end of the rope 
(a lways the same end) is untied and threaded upwards 
through the eye of the piton and then tied on again. The 
idea is that if the climber falls the knot will jam in the eye 
of the lowest piton, so holding him. The rope can be 
retrieved without descending, by untying the end that has 
been threaded and pulling the other end. Obviously, the 
technique is not much use for long pitches, but for short 
straightforward sections of difficulty it is ideal. Pete Minks 
used it to very good effect during his solo ascent of the 
Walker Spur last summer. A simpler method that can be 
employed on pegs is to stay clipped into one or two on 
longish slings, while one moves to the next. A somewhat 
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similar technique can be employed with nuts: the nut is 
lodged securely from below, attached to one's waist with a 
longish sling, and then jerked free when one has gained a 
little height above it. Really there is no limit to the number 
of tricks that can be employed to protect oneself on an 
Alpine route. 
THE FUTURE OF SOLOING 
Clearly, ever greater numbers of hard rock climbs are going 
to be soloed at home. The Very Severe grade holds few 
fears now for the top practitioners of the art, and the real 
efforts will be on HVS and XS routes. Those that are climbed 
on sight will be very bold undertakings indeed. So far there 
haven't been many serious accidents, although recently an 
Australian climber was killed trying to solo a hard 
technical rock climb near Melbourne. Clearly, the grave 
penalties that accompany this branch of the sport must 
never be ignored. 

Soloing in the Alps has reached a very advanced level under 
the influence of such climbers as Buhl, Maestri, Bonatti, 
Desouilliard and Messner, but some of the pioneers have 
died in the process. Soon we may see Alpine soloing taken 
into a Himalayan context. As we are already looking forward 
to smaller, self-sufficient big-mountain teams, perhaps this 
will eventually lead to the first solo ascents of some of the 
Himalayan giants. Who knows what will come from advances 
in equipment and technique, not to mention human daring? 

SUMMARY 
A description of the ethics, the motivation and the techniques of the solo 
climber, both on British crags and in the Alps. 
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A detailed view of the North West Ridge, taken off Wyn Harris 's film of the 1933 expedition. The ice axe was found just off the photograph on the left. 

Sir Percy Wyn Harris writes: 

I am reluctant to enter into correspondence 
over the article on Mallory and Irvine 
published in Mountain 17, but Mr. Holze! so 
distorts the facts and maligns the 
reputations of a number of mountaineers -
particularly the late General Norton and 
George Leigh-Mallory, two men revered by 
my generation - ·that I feel some kifld: of reply 
must be made. · 

This seems the more necessary as the reader is 
likely to have been impressed by the 
article, appearing, as it did, in a reputable 
journal, accompanied by numerous references 
to well-known authorities and by historic 
photographs of Everest lent by the Mount 
Everest Foundation. The latter, in particular, 
must have given his study a seeming 
authority which it certainly did not deserve. 
A detailed examination of the article must 
lead to the conclusion that Mr. Holze! has 
never done any serious mountaineering or had 
any practical experience of the problems of 
high altitude climbing. Indeed, everything in 
the article indicates only a surprising lack of 
knowledge of the subject on which Mr. Holze! 
assumes such authority. He shows little 
acquaintance with the books he quotes as 
references and cannot have read such well
known authorities on mountaineering as 
Winthrop Young, Eric Shipton, Dr. Tom 
Longstaff, Professor G. I. Finch, or even Sir 
Francis Younghusband . The latter was not 
only one of the great Presidents of the Royal 
Geographical Society, but was possibly the 
greatest authority on Everest at the time of 
the 1924 Expedition. As the first Chairman of 
the Joint R.G.S. and Alpine Club Committee, 
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he wrote the authoritative work The Epic of 
Mount Everest to which I shall later refer. 
Holzel's oxygen theories 
If I have got the core of Mr. Holzel's thinking 
correct, he became impressed by the fact that 
the use of oxygen by mountaineers in the post 
war years has undoubtedly been the main 
factor behind their galaxy of magnificent 
ascents of the highest peaks of the world, 
including Mount Everest itself. 
As Mallory and Irvine were using oxygen on 
their last and fatal assault he became 
convinced that not only must they have had 
an excellent chance of reaching the summit of 
Everest, but that the experts and climbers of 
the period must have been unaware of the 
advantages that the use of oxygen gave 
Mallory and Irvine, over the non-oxygen parties. 
Unfortunately he has no appreciation of the 
ethics and practice of mountaineering in the 
pre-war years, and as he had no insight into 
the personalities of the men about whom he 
writes, he applied his own standards to their 
presumed behaviour, and assumed that it was 
only "natural" that "frustrated" climbers 
should be so jealous at the thought that 
Mallory and Irvine had almost certainly got 
higher than themselves that their evidence 
must be "marred by bias" and should be 
disregarded . In short there was a conspiracy 
caused by ignorance and jealousy which 
prevented a proper appreciation of Mallory's 
and Irvine's probable success. 
He felt that there were two things to do; one 
was to work out a probable rate of climb for 
the two men and the other to establish the 
position on the North East ridge where Odell 
had last seen them on the fatal day. 

He therefore set about working out a probable 
rate of ascent and he listed 22 climbs on 
Everest, from which he made a graph and on 
which he based his calculations. 

The relevant altitudes are from 28,000ft. to 
29,000ft. Of the 22 climbs listed by Mr. 
Holzel, 13 are on the North Face, but as they 
were without oxygen and as none of them 
went beyond 28, 100ft. they cannot be of any 
help. Then there are three on the North Face, 
with oxygen, but as the highest only got to 
26,500ft. they are useless too. There remain 
six oxygen ascents on the South Face. One 
however only goes from 25,300ft. to 28,000ft. 
and was with a closed circuit apparatus, so 
that is of little value either for comparison. 
The remaining five all fall within the 
altitude range and, as in the case of Mallory 
and Irvine, they involved open circuit 
apparatus; these are the only ones that are 
near enough for comparison . Of these, the 
fastest rate was achieved by Unsoeld and 
Hornbein in 1963. They climbed from 
28,400ft. to 29,028ft. at a rate of climb of 
300ft. per hour. Hillary and Tensing's first 
ascent of Everest in 1953 was at a rate of 
150ft. per hour, and the average for all the 
five climbs was 208ft. per hour. 

Bearing in mind that Mallory and Irvine had 
already climbed from 26,800ft. before they 
reached the 28,000ft. mark, that they were on 
the last desperate assault of a gruelling 
expedition, that they had not used sleeping 
oxygen, and that in common with the early 
expeditions they were suffering from serious 
dehydration, I think that any reasonable 
person would agree that an estimate 
suggesting a rate higher than 300ft. per hour 

-the maximum rate recorded by Mr. Holzel -
had not been worked out objectively, but 
was calculated with the idea of fitting the 
rate to a theory. 

However, Mr. Holzel sets to work with his 
graph, and makes one or two surprising 
mistakes, one being that he thinks that the 
steepness of a climb is synonymous with its 
difficulty. I cannot read any other meaning 
into the second paragraph of the caption 
under the graph headed 'Some climbing rates 
on Everest'. 
Having ignored all the unfavourable factors 
which may have affected Mallory and Irvine, 
Mr. Holzel finally gives his estimate of 
their probable rate of climb as 390ft. per 
hour, or 30% higher than any comparable rate 
from which he started his calculations. 

Did the pre-war experts overlook 
the oxygen considerations? 
Turning now to his accusation that the early 
experts did not properly regard the 
advantages of oxygen, I would refer to 
Chapter XXVI I of The Epic of Mount Everest, 
entitled 'The Enigma of Everest', in which 
Younghusband surveys all the then known 
factors in this assault. He carefully compares 
with the non-oxygen attempts the advantages 
to be gained by Mallory and Irvine using 
oxygen, whether they had been seen at 
the bottom of the second step or above it, 
and he comes to the conclusion that "a rate 
of three hundred feet an hour might be 
expected of them, and a much faster rate than 
that is possible". It is clear that on balance he 
felt that they "must have very nearly, perhaps 
actually, reached the top". 
So Mr. Holzel's basic assumption that in the 

pre-war era the advantage th at oxygen 
would give Mallory and Irvine was not 
appreciated is not true, and Mr. Holzel would 
have discovered this had he read 
Younghusband's classic. 

In chapter XVI , 'The Use of Oxygen', 
Younghusband discusses the various factors 
which precluded the use of oxygen on the 
earlier expeditions, and while he comes out 
firmly against oxygen on several grounds, 
both ethical and practical, he agrees that if 
the 1924 expedition had concentrated on 
using oxygen the summit would probably 
have been reached (page 186). 

By 1933, however, the ethical objection 
against oxygen had lost a good deal of 
ground and the argument was more about 
which method was likely to be successful. 
The major problem was a matter of logistics. 
There was no trained cadre of Sherpas 
prepared to carry high, and those who did 
were only the toughest, prepared to brave the 
deep-felt spiritual horrors as well as the 
physical difficulties. As each porter only 
carried 10- 151bs. above 25,000ft., the amount 
that could be carried to establish and stock 
our Camp VI was not much more than 1 00lbs., if 
as much. Therefore, the decision was taken 
not to carry oxygen above the North Col. Each 
expedition, of course, stood on the shoulders 
of the previous one, and slowly a splendid 
cadre of Tigers was built up. But even in 
1933, after a shocking towelling during a 
descent to the North Col from 25,500ft. when 
several fingers were lost from frost-bite, there 
was a near breakdown of morale at Camp IV, 
and only stout-hearted little Ang Tarke ever 
went high again. So our camp was 

eventually established with eight porters at 
27,400ft., but with no oxygen. 

The misgivings about oxygen 
It is true that most of the climbers of those 
days would have preferred to have climbed 
the mountain without using oxygen, but we 
were all aware of the advantage oxygen gave, 
and if oxygen had been carried to Camp VI in 
1933 we would have used it. 

As regards Mr. Holzel's argument that the 
climbers themselves did not realize the 
advantages of oxygen, declaring that " among 
prominent climbers, only Ruttledge was 
sanguine about the need for oxygen", he 
overlooks the fact that Ruttledge, as leader of 
both the '33 and '36 expeditions, was 
generally supported in his views by the 
mountaineers of the day. Ruttledge, in 
Chapter XI, page 220 of Everest 1933, 
carefully summarizes the prospects of 
future expeditions and recommends that 
climbers working above 27,000ft. should use 
oxygen. He goes on to express the view that 
not only would they then probably suffer less 
from cold, but would be able to make more 
rapid progress and have a better chance of 
reaching the summit. 

Both Ruttledge and Smythe mentioned my 
proposal to utilise, on the difficult wall above 
28,000ft., the small quantities of oxygen 
that the next expedition could be expected to 
carry up. In fact several of us trained on the 
first closed circuit apparatus on the 1936 
Expedition. intending to use it for this 
very purpose. In consequence, Mr. Holzel's 
imputation that Wager and myself were 
ignorant of the value of oxygen at high 
altitude is not possible to sustain . I think it 
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Top: Mallory and Irvine on North Col before their ill-fated climb. They are wearing the long 
oxygen cylinders that Wyn Harris believes might have speeded their final slide. Photo: J. Noel. 
Bottom: Another frame from the 1933 film showing the First Step and the summit from the 
vicinity of the final camp. The Second Step appears to be hidden by the First. 
Photo. Wyn Harris collection 

unfortunate that Mr. Holzel should impute, 
without a shadow of evidence, ignorance of 
the value of oxygen to a climber of the 
stature of the late Professor Wager, F.R.S. 
who, even in 1933, was in the forefront of 
geologists, a holder of the coveted Arctic 
Medal and an outstanding mountaineer. Even 
more questionable is Mr. Holzel's childish 
sneer at Dr. Raymond Greene's opinion on 
the high climbers· condition on the 1933 
Expedition. He identifies Dr. Greene as "a 
physiologist who has done much work on the 
problems of using oxygen", but refrains from 
mentioning that he was also the Senior 
Medical Officer of the expedition and one of 
its most experienced high climbers who had 
himself got to 25.500ft. (Camp V), and knew 
us all intimately. Greene makes it clear in the 
passage referred to by Holzel (Everest 1933, 
p. 262) that the value of oxygen as an aid to 
climbers was not under dispute, and that 
"any practical failure of the oxygen apparatus 
to help the climber was due to the apparatus 
and not the oxygen" . He then goes on to 
give irrefutable evidence of how unreliable 
the oxygen was, and concludes: "Can we 
marvel that oxygen was hardly popular with , 
Himalayan mountaineers?". 
Holzel surprisingly misinterprets this 
mistrust, and also the belief held by most 
mountaineers of that time - including Mallory 
and Irving - that Everest could be climbed 
without oxygen. He sees this as a prejudice 
against Mallory and Irvine because they used 
oxygen on their final attempt. Such a 
prejudice did not exist and there is not a 
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tittle of evidence to support such a theory. 
As he is convinced that oxygen is essential 
for climbing above 28,000ft., he claims, in 
the face of Greene's evidence, that Mallory's 
and Irving's "oxygen equipment must have 
been functioning perfectly". The truth is that 
no one knows whether the apparatus did in 
fact function well . Most of us, in assessing 
their chances, assumed that it did and that 
they got the sort of advantage Younghusband 
predicted, but Holzel's complete disregard 
for the possibility that oxygen failed 
strengthens the suspicion that he is fitting 
the facts to suit his theory. 
In fact our oxygen equipment was very 
unreliable and it was not until 1953 that 
research and development had produced sets 
that steadily contributed to the climber's 
performance. 

It is therefore clear that Mr. Holzel was 
wrong in his supposition that the earlier 
climbers as well as the experts did not take 
full account of the advantage Mallory and 
Irvine had through using oxygen. 

Were Mallory and Irvine seen on the 
Second Step? 
I now turn to his second point, which he 
states as follows: 

"It is essential to establish firmly that 
Mallory and Irvine were seen by Odell on the 
Second Step, in order to credit the climbers 
with success at least in reaching the final 
pyramid of Mount Everest. If they were not 
seen at this point there exists no basis of 
fact on which to anchor a train of deduction." 

The only witness to the sighting of the two 
on that fatal day was Odell, when he was at 
about 26,000ft. The cloud suddenly broke 
above him and the North East summit ridge, 
together with the final peak of Everest, 
became clear. The cloud came down again 
within five minutes. Odell has never varied in 
what he said he actually saw: 
" . . . faraway on a snow slope leading to a 
rock step a tiny object moving and 
approaching the step. A second object 
followed and then the first climbed to the 
top of the step ... " 

At the time he thought that it was the 
Second Step which he saw the leader climb, 
but on considering the matter he was doubtful 
if it could indeed be the second; this doubt was 
intensified nine years later when Wager and 
myself, and then the next day Shipton and 
Smythe, passed close under this step and found 
it to be much steeper, higher and tougher
looking than anyone had previously thought. 
What we were all agreed upon was that it would 
be a difficult nut to crack and possibly not 
even climbable at 28,000ft. We were quite sure 
that no climber, however skilful, could 
possibly climb it in five minutes, with or 
without oxygen. 

If the four of us were right, then the step up 
which Odell stated he saw the figure climb 
could not have been the Second Step, and 
this confirmed Odell's original doubts as to 
where he saw them. It became generally 
accepted that the two figures (if Odell was 
right in maintaining that he saw them) were 
probably lower down the ridge. 

Now Mr. Holzel is fully aware of every aspect 
of this dilemma, as he uses an ambiguous 
sentence taken out of a passage of 
Ruttledge in which Ruttledge is propounding 
the problem. Also Mr. Holzel tacitly admits 
that the step cannot be climbed in five 
minutes when in his final ·scenario' he states 
that Mallory and Irvine "would be close to 
exhaustion from their desperate climb of the 
Second Step". 

Mr. Holzel knows that until this dilemma is 
finally resolved his vital proposition that 
Mallory and Irvine were at the top of the 
second step cannot be maintained, so instead 
of dealing with this difficulty he sets about 
denigrating a whole generation of climbers 
generally, and Smythe in particular, who 
suggested that possibly Odell, owing to 
oxygen lack, was deceived. In view of Odell's 
insistence that he was certain that he had 
seen them, Smythe agreed that he probably 
did. But Mr. Holzel dismisses Smythe's 
original theory as jealousy against Mallory for 
possibly having robbed him of the top, even 
though Mr. Holzel must surely know that if 
Odell was actually mistaken and had not 
sighted the pair then there is a perfectly 
good hypothesis which not only fits all the 
known facts but also gives Mallory and Irvine 
a very good chance of having reached the 
summit - a hypothesis that every climber of 
the early expeditions and the whole British 
people devoutly hoped was true. It is as 
follows : 
Mallory and Irvine could have left their 
Camp VI, at 26,S00ft., early in the morning -
Wager and myself left our Camp VI at 
05.40 a.m. and they could have done the same. 

With oxygen they could have got near to the 
Second Step by, say, 08.00 a.m., and have 
seen what four men (two of them leading 
mountaineers of their generation - Shipton 
and Smythe) saw nine years later : namely, 
that the step was much more difficult than 
had previously been thought. And the most 
obvious thing for Mallory to do then would be 
to continue along under the Grey Band, as we 
did. They might even have forced the grey 
band, by climbing tlie open chimney, which 
I had a shot at and abandoned. But the more 
likely bet is that they got to the point in 
the Great Couloir reached by Norton, Smythe, 



Wager and myself. None of us has ever 
suggested that the break through the Grey 
Band at this point would be anything but 
rather difficult and dangerous. 

Mallory and Irvine could have got there by 
10.30 a.m. and, with the advantage of 
oxygen, could have made the summit by 
2.30 p.m. and then returned down the same 
way. On the way down, exhausted and 
possibly short of oxygen, one of them could 
have slipped and dragged the other off, 
leaving the axe which I picked up near the 
first step nine years later. 

The axe was lying on easy angled boiler-plate 
slabs, about 250 yards east of the First Step 
and only 20 yards from the crest of the North 
East Ridge. It undoubtedly belonged to either 
Mallory or Irvine as it was a 1924 expedition 
axe supplied by Willisch . The only other axe 
that was dropped on the North Face was 
Somervell's and that fell well down towards 
the Rongbuk Glacier. 
If it had been inadvertently dropped from the 
ridge I am sure it would have been retrieved . 
The only reasonable explanation was that the 
axe marked the scene of a fall of at least one 
of the two, and, if they were roped, both of 
them. The slab on which the axe lay was 
easy angled but it steepened considerably 
just below. It was just the sort of place where 
a tired man could slip and fall hapless onto 
his back: with two long oxygen cylinders to 
act as runners, such a fall could have ended 
in a fatal slide down the steepening rocks 
below. 

There are many ifs and but's about this 
hypothesis, and if Odell did see the climbers, 
and he is positive that he did, then the 
chances that they got to the summit seem 
fairly slight. So, unless their bodies are 
found (and I personally think they may well 
lie some 3,000ft. below where I found the 
axe, where the face flattens out), or if there is 
found some evidence in a camera, the verdict 
must be that we simply do not know. 

But, to return to Mr. Holzel's theory: instead 
of examining the few facts, he sets out to 
prove the point which is vital to his thesis 
by the somewhat dubious method of 
dismissing, without any proof, the considered 
opinion of Odell, contained in the official 
record - that he was doubtful where he saw 
the party. He further ignores the opinion of 
the four who have been close to the Second 
Step, and also remains silent as to how long 
in his view the "desperate ascent" might 
take. He purports to find his proof in an 
ambiguous sentence of Ruttledge's, which in 
any case is not a "fact" as he claims, but an 
opinion . But Ruttledge certainly did not 
intend this sentence to mean that he thought 
that Odell saw one of the climbers ascend the 
Second Step. The rest of the passage, which 
Mr. Holze! carefully omits, makes it 
abundantly clear that Ruttledge thought it 
impossible that Odell could have seen them 
on the Second Step. 

Holzel's other suggestions 
This really completes Mr. Holzel's 
contribution to the history of Everest, and 
I now turn to refute some of the more 
unpleasant inventions employed by Mr. Holze! 
in his endeavour to discredit anyone who he 
thinks might interfere with the 'proof' of 
his thesis. 

The first is this statement made by him: 
"While the use of oxygen by these two 
climbers (Mallory and Irvine) enhanced the 
success of their climb, it earned them the 
long-lasting opprobrium of the mountaineering 
fraternity." 
This, of course, is ludicrous. Never, in fact, 
were two men more honoured, not only by 
the whole mountaineering world, but by the 
whole British nation. 
Not only was there a National Memorial 
Service held for them in St. Paul's Cathedral, 

More frames from the 1933 film. A group of sherpas led by Jack Long/and have helped Wyn 
Harris and Wager establish Camp 6 at 27,400ft. Long/and and Wager rest (centre left) and 
Wyn Harris is seen swathed in windproofs (centre right). Finally Long/and heads down with his 
exhausted sherpas. All these men only managed to lift a total of 100/bs. of equipment to Camp 6. 
The final picture shows the nature of the terrain on which the ice axe was found and on which 
the fatal slip might have occured, a point only a few hundred yards behind where this photo was 
taken. Photos: Wyn Harris collection 
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but the same evening the Alpine Club and the 
Royal Geographical Society held a joint 
meeting at the Albert Hall, which was filled 
to capacity. Those who spoke included 
General Bruce, Colonel Norton, Professor 
Odell and Geoffrey Bruce. 

In The Epic of Mount Everest, Sir Francis 
Young husband records it in these terms: 
"Thus did England honour her sons - Mallory 
was only a Cambridge lecturer and Irvine an 
Oxford undergraduate, but they had brought 
honour to her, and she did honour to them, 
and their name will be ever remembered ." 
This is Mr. Holzel's 'opprobium'. In fact, 
'Mallory of Everest' was a legend to my 
generation of mountaineers, and we all held 
that whoever climbed Everest it would 
always be Mallory's mountain. 

Was Norton jealous of Mallory? 
There are a number of other inventions in his 
article. I found his fabrication that 
Norton was jealous of Mallory particularly 
distasteful, as he gives the appearance of 
justification by quoting two references from 
The Fight for Everest: 1924 to bolster up his 
own imaginings. When they are looked up they 
turn out to do nothing of the sort, but show 
only the lengths to which Mr. Holzel is 
prepared to go. 

The first of the allegations is trivial. 
Holze l accuses Norton of "showing 
undisguised chagrin" when he learnt that his 
high point on Everest was a few feet lower 
than Kanchenjunga. But careful reading of 
Norton's comments makes it clear that Norton 
intended a different meaning, that he was 
pointing out that his party got as high as 
Kanchenjunga, and implicit in his comments 
is a standing expedition joke about the 
meticulous inaccuracies of the surveyors. 
Norton's exact words were: "Surveying is an 
exact science, and I must not quarrel w ith 
Hazard for fixing our hig hest point 24 feet 
below the summit of Kanchenjunga, the third 
highest mountain in the world". 
in fact surveying at the time was far from 
exact, as Norton, Hazard and everyone else 
knew, so Norton's words are more a joke 
against Hazard, the expedition's surveyor. 

Holzel's second effort to pin the tag of 
jealousy on Norton is a more serious one and 
demands detailed study. He writes : 
"Norton continued to argue that Mallory's 
route was unfeasible, and added that had 
Mallory reached the summit he would have 
shone a light or put up a flare to signal his 
success. Norton persisted with this view 
despite Odell's comment that he had 
noticed flares in Camp V1 . . . " 
The w ho le of this is an invention of Holzel's. 
At no time did Norton suggest that Mallory's 
route was unfeasible and a reading of all that 
Norton wrote on the subject shows that no 
such thought ever occured to him. Nor did 
Norton ever suggest that Mallory might have 
flashed a torch or lit a flare on the summit. 

The passage that Holze! uses to support his 
theory is from The Fight for Everest: 1924 
(page 141). It is a passage in which Odell is 
speculating about the fate of Mallory and 
Irvine. Norton held the view, in common with 
most of the others, that they fell. But Odell 
inclined to the different view that they could 
have got to the summit late and got 
benighted on the descent. Odell continues : 
" . .. they may have missed their way and 
failed to find Camp V1, and in their over
wrought condition sought shelter till daylight 
- a danger that Mallory, experienced 
mountaineer that he was, would have been 
only too well aware of, but found himself 
powerless to resist. Sleep at that altitude and 
in that degree of cold would almost certainly 
prove fatal. Norton, I know, finds it difficult 
to reconcile this explanation with the fact 
that no light was seen on the mountain after 
dark, and I am well aware that it is a potent 
argument against it. But to me it is by no 
means conclusive since anything might have 
happened, in the way of damage or loss of 
their lantern or flashlight, to have prevented 
their showing a light. And the same applies 
to magnesium flares which we supposed they 
carried . In the ten at Camp V1 I found one or 
two of the latter, which indicates the 
possibility of their having forgotten them the 
morning of their departure." 

This passage, used by Holzel to bolster his 
allegation, contains nothing about the 
feasibility of Mallory's route, nothing about 
signalling from the summit and not the 
faintest suggestion that Odell believed that 
both flares and flashlights had been left 
behind to save weight. · 

It was Norton who, as leader, put Mallory in 
charge of the high climbers, and put himself 
under Mallory's direction for climbing 
purposes. Mallory thought him the perfect 
leader, and Norton said this of M allory: 
"His death robs us of a right loyal friend, a 
knight 'sans peur and sans reproche' among 
mountaineers and the greatest antagon ist 
Everest has had - or is likely to have." 
Of Norton's appreciation of Irvine, Geoffrey 
Bruce said: 
"It was worth dying on the mountain to leave 
a reputation like that." 
Norton replied laconically: 
"Men have had worse epitaphs." 
In fact, the late General Norton was one of 
the greatest leaders of the whole Everest 
saga and I doubt if there is a survivor of that 
generation who would not resent Mr. Holzel's 
innuendos. 

But it is the final 'scenario' of what Mr. 
Holzel thinks happened to Mallory and Irvine 
which is even more surprising. 
His first solution is that the two of them 
may have pushed on to the summit although 
they were short of oxygen. He then obviously 
remembers this will not do as he has not 
thereby accounted for the ice axe lying short 
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of the First Step. He therefore slides out of 
that theory without mentioning the axe, and 
gives his grand finale which puts Mallory and 
Irvine at the top of the Second Step "close 
to exhaustion from their desperate climb up 
it". Bad weather is upon them, so Mallory, the 
leader, with an overwhelming responsibility 
for Irvine as he chose him as his climbing 
companion, knowing him to have had very 
little rock-climbing experience, takes from 
Irvine half his oxygen - the mind boggles at 
how the decantation from one cylinder to the 
other was effected - and then sends him back 
down the desperate Second Step to his death, 
without a line of any kind, abseil, fixed, or 
otherwise, and without a piton or other 
ironmongery. Mallory then sets off alone for 
the summit in one great effort of self
glorification, and this is how Mr. Holzel 
finally sees it : 
"little doubt exists that at least one of the 
pair had an excellent chance of reaching the 
summit." 
At this point, Mr. Editor, you will be glad 
to know words fail me. 
Yours, etc., 
Percy Wyn Harris 

The Kangshung Face 
Theory 

John Paine takes issue with some of 
Holze/'s findings, and presents alternative 
conclusions about the possible fate of 
Mallory and Irvine. 
In his investigation of the fate of Mallory 
and Irvine, Holzel makes good but far from 
exhaustive use of available evidence. The 
experience of Wyn Harris and Wager, the only 
others to try the ridge, yields more clues 
than is realized to the probable course of 
Mallory's last climb. If we set their 600ft. 
higher start against Mallory's advantage in 
using oxygen, they probably achieved similar 
climb rates over a route so nearly the same 
as Mallory's and Irvine's that they found 
an ice axe dropped by one of the latter. If 
the 1924 party started at 6 a.m. as planned, 
we have: 

Harris and Mallory and 
Wager, 1933 Irvine, 1924 
(actual) (hypothetical) 

1924 Camp 6 
(26,880ft.) 6.00 am 

1933 Camp 6 
(27,400ft.) 5.40 am 7.20 am 

Foot of First 
Step(27,950ft.) 7.00 am 8.40 am 

Plus packing, postage, including 
insurance: 1 axe 50p, plus 35p for each 

additional axe. Any mix of heads and lengths: 55, 60, 
65, 70, 75, 77.5, 80, 85, 87.5, 90 93 and 96 cm. 
Supplied with glide ring and wrist strap, polished 

head on special order £2.00 extra. Set of protective 
guards 70p. 

mountain 
saretY. 

research Send stamped/addressed envelope for 
catalogue/ Newsletter describing our work 

on ice axe testing and design. Send 20p for 
inclusion on mail ing list and issues 1 to 5. 

35 Progress Road , Leigh on Sea ,Essex 
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Thus far, both parties climbed on an open 
mountainside; beyond that point the two 
'black' bands' of sheer and (in pre -war terms) 
unclimbable cliffs effectively bar any ascent 
between the First and Second Steps (in which 
they meet the North East Ridge) and the 
subsidiary couloir under the final pyramid, 
thus forcing a choice between Mallory's ridge 
route and Norton's traverse . 
From the ledge at the foot of the First Step 
Wyn Harris and Wager thought they could 
by-pass the apparently difficult crenellated 
ridge between the Steps by going along 
further ledges to the foot of the Second Step 
(invisible from where they stood). They did 
not realise they would thereby miss their last 
chance of surmounting the lower black band, 
as was necessary if they were to tackle the 
Second Step. The photo captioned 'The final 
slopes seen from the 1933 Camp 6' (in fact, 
Tilman 's 1938 camp at 27,200ft.) shows how 
the need for a traverse below the crest 
impresses itself on the approaching climber, 
and how easy it is on the spot to misjudge 
the point at which an ascent to the ridge 
becomes necessary. Let us suppose that 
Mallory made the same misjudgement. 
After 7 a.m ., Wyn Harris and Wager spent the 
next three hours probing the cliffs of the 
lower black band, first below the Second Step, 
then at a gully 200 yards further on. When 
their prospects of regaining the ridge 
disappeared, they readily accepted Norton's 
traverse as their only remaining option. But 
in the same position Mallory, a single-minded 
advocate of the ridge, would rather have 
gone back again to tackle the First Step 
despite the loss of time involved. There is 
then no mystery as to why Odell saw them 
at a point they should have reached hours 
earlier, and no need to invoke an improbably 
late start or slow climb . 

On which Step did Odell see them? Ruttledge 
dismisses the First as "not needing to be 
climbed - it is easily turned on the north 
face". But if Mallory had taken too low a line 
and wasted time below the cliffs, he would 
strike higher at his second attempt, and 
would be later than expected. In fact, Odell 
cannot possibly have seen them climbing the 
Second Step. "It rises for about 100ft. direct 
from the very narrow arete, in shape very like 
the bows of a battle-cruiser, smooth and 
unbroken" wrote Ruttledge. This aspect can 
just be seen with a magnifier in Holzel's 
photo 'The final slopes·. For Wyn Harris and 
Wager, not more than 200ft. below, it was a 
"dark-grey precipice, smooth and holdless", 
geologically of the same rock whose "uniform, 
treacherous smoothness" brought Wyn 
Harris "to a standstill almost at once" in the 
gully. For Smythe it was "quite 100ft. high, 
vertical for the most part, and even over
hanging in its upper portion". Compared with 
the "difficult" ground on Norton's traverse or 
the ridge (probably quite easy technically, for 
it allowed continuous independent movement) , 
the Second Step must be considerably harder. 
Now Odell saw the pair surmount a rock step 
in five minutes. Holze! credits Mallory and 
Irvine with a climb rate of 220 v.ft ./hr.; I, more 
optimistically, with about 400 v.ft./hr.; but 
nobody could accept 960-1,200 v.ft ./hr. (80-
100ft. in five minutes) ! If they had found an 
easy way round on the Kangshung side, they 
would not have been visible from Odell's 
position low on the North East Face, but 
would have disappeared at the foot, to 
reappear more than five minutes later higher 
up the ridge. Can anyone seriously maintain 
that Odell would describe a frontal assault on 
an overhanging 100ft. cliff, or a traverse out 
of sight, thus: "on a snow slope leading up 
to what seemed to me to be the last step 
but one from the base of the final pyramid, a 
tiny object moving and approaching the rock 
step. A second object followed, and then 
the first climbed to the top of the step"? 
Odell might have seen them on the First Step 
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Above: 'The Final Slopes· heavily plastered with new snow. The summit and sky have been 
retouched for greater clarity. The approximate lines of the various summit attempts are marked. 
Photo: The Mount Everest Foundation 

or on a tower between the Steps, noted by 
Wager and shown well in a 1922 photo of the 
ridge. Estimated to be 25ft. high, it would take 
about five minutes to climb. If they were there 
at 12.50, they would have reached the 
Second Step at 2 p.m. when the squall which 
Odell noted struck them. Compare this with 
Smythe's fight for life in a blizzard which 
was "only an ordinary gale" lower down . 
More recently Whillans has remarked on the 
paralysing effect of wind at over 27,000ft. 
On the main ridge, at 28,000ft .. the effect 
can scarcely have been less devastating . 
Driven back along the narrow ridge, they were 
unlikely to find shelter; in this vulnerable 
condition, on steep snow-plastered slabs, 
their hands and feet numb with frostbite, 
they most likely slipped and fell, dropping 
one of the axes. 
This account follows the known facts, and the 
performance and reactions of a similar party, 
most closely, and in my view it comes closest 
to the truth. But suppose Mallory did not 
miss the way below the First Step. Most 
likely he would then avoid low traverses and 
keep to the ridge on the way up. The ice axe 
might have been dropped from the crest and, 
coming to rest 60ft. lower, given up for lost. 
The pair would then have reached the foot 
of the Second Step by 1 0 a.m. unless delayed. 
Post-war aerial views looking down on the 
ridge from above the summit show the Second 
Step as a bulbous promontary with a snow 
slope on the Kangshung side. The A.A.C. 
1 :25,000 map (1957) gives the Kangshung 
face an average angle of 37 °, and 40-45° 
near the Steps - a far cry from Smythe's 60°, 
and no steeper than Norton's traverse. So an 
easy passage is not ruled out. Mallory and 
Irvine could have regained the ridge by 
10.30 a.m., reached the foot of the final 
pyramid by 11 .30 a.m., and been out of sight 
near the summit when the clouds cleared at 
12.50. If this were the case, Odell 's sighting 
must have been an illusion, like that of 
Shipton . The difficulty with a genuine 
sighting on the ridge above the Second Step 
is finding a rock step with a snow patch at 
its foot which could be climbed in five 
minutes; for the Second Step itself manifestly 
will not serve . 
I cannot see any other possibility of their 
having reached the top. Holzel's oxygen 
transfer is probably technically impossible, 
as the leaky tubing would not stand 60 

atmospheres pressure, though use of the 
cylinders could have been planned in advance 
to the same effect. On the other hand, I 
cannot see a responsible climber like Mallory 
leaving Irvine to a difficult solitary descent 
which would, in effect, be his death-warrant. 
I cannot agree with Holze! that Mallory could 
have pressed on against the blizzard; anyway, 
after it cleared even a single climber would 
have been seen anywhere against the snow 
above the Second Step. It is hard to resist the 
conclusion that one way or another they 
were dead by 4 p.m., from a fall either where 
the axe was found or, if it was dropped 
earlier, on a Kangshung ice traverse. 
If the Second Step 'goes' on the Kangshung 
side, and with it the ridge route, it is 
tempting to speculate that Wager and Wyn 
Harris missed an even better chance of 
success with their wrong turning below the 
First Step. They had covered about a third of 
the way from Camp 6 to the summit in 
1 hour 20 minutes - a performance which, at 
400 v.ft/ hr. near 28,000ft., puts them on a 
par with successful summit parties. Holzel 
credits them with a misleading 90 v.ft./hr. 
by averaging this climb with the following 
five-and-a-half hours spent fruitlessly probing 
the cliffs of the lower black band for a line 
of ascent. , 
All the rates on Norton 's traverse, where the 
climber takes a low line across a steep 
concave slope, are similarly suspect. If we 
then eliminate from Holzel's graph cases 12 
(Norton) and 13 (Smythe), and place 11 
(Wyn Harris and Wager) where it belongs, on 
the vertically-hatched line level with 5, the 
scatter becomes too great for the superimposed 
linear pattern to have any significance ; there 
ceases to be any evidence for a 'zero climb 
rate' near 28,500ft. or, for that matter, near 
29,000ft. I believe that if the ridge route is 
free from difficulty (unlikely, but not 
impossible) , Wyn Harris and Wager could 
have reached the top by 11 a.m. This is not 
to say that they would have out-performed 
a fit oxygen party, or been successful on 
more physically exacting routes, But these 
hypotheses remain hypotheses; we must 
hope that the Chinese eventually allow 
British climbers to return for experimental 
evidence. 
Yours, etc., 
John Paine 
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Letters 
Rowell and Lauria challenge Bathgate's bolting comments. 
Mountain criticised for reporting unofficial Hiunchuli ascent. 

Bathgate's American Journal 
review 

from Galen Rowell 

Dear Sir, 
Dave Bathgate's clever but 
shallow review of Ascent and 
the American Alpine Journal, in 
Mountain 19, uses such phrases 
as " a real trouser-filler". After 
reading the review, and knowing 
the British tradition of under
statement, I suspect that Mr. 
Bathgate was filled somewhat 
above the level of his trousers. 
After Mountain 18 carried the 
interview with Robbins and 
covered the subject of The Wall 
of the Early Morning Light 
thoroughly, Bathgate dragged us 
through his own miscegnations 
of fact . He paraphrased Harding : 
" Why not ladder the route?", 
and continued, "the wall could 
have been climbed in slicker 
style." It was apparent in the 
Robbins interview that drilling 
accounted for less than half the 
route, that the remaining 
climbing was at a high standard , 
and that both the first and 
second ascent parties were 
human . In appraising T. M. 
Herbert's note in the AAJ, 
Bathgate picked on minutiae : 
"in their 5½-day ascent (lost a 
day somewhere) ". He missed 
the larger point that Herbert's 
note is the only personal 
critique of someone else 's 
achievement ever to appear in 
pages normally reserved for 
descriptions of new climbs. 
Throughout his review, Bathgate 
refers to all drilled anchors as 
" bolts". Robbins and Lauria 
removed "100 bolts" , and later 
"his way meant using 300 bolts 
and 26 days". The current 
mountaineering idiom is to refer 
to anything drilled as a "bolt" . 
and almost everyone knows that 
Harding mainly used aluminium 
rivets and bat hooks in drilled 
holes. Fair enough. Why, then, 
does Mr. Bathgate single me out 
in his minutiae -ridden number 
fetish? (" In the AAJ, 1969, 
Rowell mentioned that 'the 
climb has used 250 pitons and 
70 bolts so far·. But in his 
current summary he only 
mentions 39 bolts. Odd! " ) In 
1969 the editor of the AAJ 
summed up my report of 16 
bolts and 54 bat hooks as " 70 
bolts". In the current AAJ 
I mentioned not only the 39 bolts, 
as Bathgate asserts, but also 140 
bat hook placements which have 
been suspiciously edited from 
his numerological muck-raking. 

The overall slant of the review 
toward technique and ethics is 
most disturbing . Climbing is 
much more than this, and the 
feeling of Ascent has been badly 
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misconstrued. I have the feeling 
Mr. Bathgate belongs in a 
gymnasium, not in the moun 
tains . His reactions to my Ascent 
article on the wilderness 
experience of Hetch Hetchy 
seem to me to mimic the 
Nineteenth-Century pioneer 
ethic, the Bureau of Reclamation 
and the Boer War, all mixed 
together in an unappealing pot
pourri of Christian arrogance 
toward Nature that has no place 
in a mountain-oriented publi
cation . Incredibly, Bathgate 
places no value on wild places, 
and he paraphrases the in 
accurate Sierra Club description 
of Hetch Hetchy's ugliness 
rather than my own of its 
untouched splendour. He 
continues with an outdated 
concept of wilderness as an 
unlimited quantity : "there are a 
million places in the Sierra where 
climbers can find peace and 
solitude, whereas the tourists are 
limited to easy access parks. 
Had Hetch Hetchy not been 
dammed, it might have relieved 
the p:essure on the Valley." 
This is utter fantasy! The 
wilderness remaining in America 
resembles a radio-active 
substance with a half-life short 
enough to be observed in my 
own life-time. With 'thinkers· 
like Bathgate, it is easy to see 
why the British Isles have had no 
true wilderness for hundreds of 
years. Wilderness is a place 
where the current of evolution, 
which incidentally led to the 
creation of man, continues 
little interrupted by his presence. 
It exists not for the visits of man, 
but in spite of them. It can only 
be preserved by minimizing 
human impact. 
With a II the subtlety of a 
medieval mace, Bathgate 
switches from Hetch Hetchy to a 
fallacious quote from Warren 
Harding : " Elitists will argue that 
it is necessary to discourage the 
masses from mountain areas .... 
How then can we expect the 
support of the average citizen in 
conservation if he is told the 
mountains are too good for him, 
that they should be reserved 
for a minority of self-styled 
'good guys· ?" 
Harding and I discussed these 
very sentences well into a 
winter evening and a jug of Red 
Mountain . Harding ended up by 
agreeing that the problem of 
political support for conservation 
is a flaw in our democratic 
system, which has a Bill of 
Rights for man versus man, but 
not for Man versus Nature. It is 
wrong to label wilderness 
preservationists " elitists". By 
their actions, others in limited 
numbers will be able to explore 

the wilderness in times to come. 
Perhaps the real elitists are the 
Bathgates and the early- Hardings 
who think in the present tense 
and by their actions preclude 
future generations from ever 
experiencing the wilderness that 
gave birth to all life . 
Sincerely, 
Galen Rowell (Albany, Calif.) 

and from Don Lauria 

Dear Sir, 
Bathgate implies that Robbins 
and I took an unduly long time 
climbing the Dawn Wall. 
" How long does hooking 
on and moving up take, 
compared with drilling, hooking 
on and moving up?" Based on 
the methods used, I would 
answer: approximately 6 days 
(or was it 5½ ?) compared with 
26 days - 20 days less. I was 
tempted to limit my comment to 
that answer, but since I am 
considerably more egotistical 
than Robbins revealed in his 
Mountain interview I cannot 
subdue my reaction to the 
implication of inordinate sloth . 
I would guess that of the 300 
"bolts" ( or was it 330 ?) placed 
by Old Scratch and his 
companion, 240 of them were 
not conventional , but rather 
aluminium rivets. These required 
swaged figure-of-eight wire 
"hang - loops" in order to attach 
the karabiners. Harding said they 
made about 100 of these 
"hangers", which they removed 
from the rivets as they progressed. 
Royal and I had about 15 of the 
smallest wired Peck Crackers 
which we used-in lieu of the 
Harding figure-of-eight hangers. 
Since in most instances the old 
farcemaster and companion had 
placed only one conventional 
Rawl bolt every 40 to 80 feet 
and left no hangers on the 
rivets or bolts, Royal and I spent 
considerable time " leap-frogging" 
hangers. We also found that the 
wire on the Peck Crackers was of 
larger diameter than that used on 
the Harding-Caldwell figure-of 
eights. We were forced to chip 
away at the rock around 30% of 
the soft aluminium rivet heads to 
fit our improvised hangers. We 
used Chouinard angle pitons as 
chisels for this painstaking job 
... a misplaced hammer stroke 
could flatten or break off a rivet 
head or result in a dropped 
piton. So you see, Dave, it 
wasn't a simple case of "hooking 
on and moving up". I have only 
one regret regarding the second 
ascent of the Dawn Wall - that 
I feel neither pride nor remorse 
for having done it. 
Yours Faithfully 
Don Lauria (Los Angeles) 

Who Made the First Ascent 
of Hiunchuli? 

from J. Millar 

Dear Sir, 
Your report in Mountain 20 on 
the American Peace Corps 
workers making the first ascent 
of Hiunchuli raises a disturbing 
point, for you openly acknow
ledge that it was all unofficial 
and against the system, but give 
it a generous measure of 
publicity. 
While an undoubted achieve
ment, I am wondering if you 
realize that going against 
systems and listing unofficial 
ventures in the Himalaya may 
involve you in inaccuracies, 
apart from introducing a dubious 
element in appearing to 
encourage the rebels against the 
official way of doing things. One 
may be unhappy about 
restrictions hampering mountain 
freedom, but taking the law into 
one's own hands can paradoxi
cally limit that freedom still more, 
especially for those coming 
afterwards. 
My interest in Hiunchuli did not 
extend to more than considering 
it as a possible objective for an 
official expedition, since it was 
listed as unclimbed and that was 
(and presumably still is) its 
definitive status. In the course 
of the usual research, I found 
one party had accomplished 
what you list for the American 
Peace Corps, but without 
claiming anything. The idea of 
officially going to it was put 
aside, but for reasons of cost 
and not through any unrecog 
nised ascent which remains 
unheralded and unsung. 
Perhaps when one of these is 
sung about it does not really 
change the basic position . But 
if it is not what you claim, are 
you not risking the accuracy of 
your Himalayan reports? 
Yours faithfully, 
J . Millar (London) 

Editorial comment: 
In the final analysis it is the 
mountaineering world which 
decides, by common consent, 
who did a route or climbed a 
peak first - an opinion unlikely 
to be influenced by the views of 
governments. 

Protection of Gaurishankar 

from Prof. Arne Naess and 
others: University of Oslo. 

Dear Sir, 
Gaurishankar in East Nepal is a 
holy mountain for Sherpas, 
Tibetans and in many traditions 
of India. 
The cult of Gaurishankar is 
common to all Sherpa clans 
today. The people of Beding 



B. M. C. official defends their 
access negotiation policy. 
Ed. Drummond explains 'renaming'. 

have this year unanimously 
decided to ask the Nepal 
Government to reject all 
applications for climbing the 
mountain and any of its slopes 
above 6,000m. 
Considering the outstanding 
religious and general symbolic 
attributes of Gaurishankar, it is 
desirable to protect it from being 
the object of climbing ambitions. 
Let it be one of the few spots 
untrodden by mankind! 
Climbers of all countries have 
here an occasion to show that 
their attitude towards mountains 
is not only that of ambitious 
conquerors, and that they 
respect the Sherpa people and 
their innermost feelings. 
Yours etc. 
Arne Naess, Nils Faarlund 
Sigmund Kvaly (Oslo) 

Access restrictions to crags 

Editorial note: The B .M .C. has 
recently negotiated access rules 
for Cheddar Gorge, Wintour's 
Leap and Boulder Ruckle. 

from Mark Hogg of the B.M.C. 

Dear Sir, 
For the past four years, as 
Chairman of the BMC South 
West and Southern Area 
Committee, I have been involved 
in a series of negotiations which 
have resulted in varying degrees 
of climbing restriction on 
several important cliffs in our 
area. The publicity accorded to 
these 'bans' must be creating th e 
impression that, far from working 
to protect climbers' interests, 
the BMC is rapidly disposing of 
such customary rights as we 
already possess. I hope it is 
unnecessary to explain that this 
is certainly not the case . I must, 
however, emphasise that in each 
case a settlement is made only 
after negotiation, the settlement 
being a compromise between 
the freedom for climbers sought 
by the BMC and the extreme 
restriction of access sought by 
the cliff owners. 
In all such negotiations, both 
parties are under pressure : the 
BMC from climbers, who want 
free access at all times, and the 
cliff owners from the public or 
other bodies, such as the Police, 
who may want, for example, to 
reduce the risk of accidents - to 
the public as well as to climbers 
- or to reduce the disturbance of 
rare species of plants or birds. 
As I have said, the results of 
these meetings have varied. I 
would, however, like to assure 
climbers that we will continue 
to press their points of view 
most forcefully, whilst trying at 
the same time to appreciate the 
other parties' views with 

sympathy. 
Yours faithfully, 
M . A . P. Hogg (Salisbury ) 

Renaming of old artificial 
routes 

from Ed Drummond 

Dear Editor, 
It might be of interest for me to 
make some kind of statement 
about my reasons for renaming 
routes, particularly in relation to 
the free ascents of the right edge 
of !lam Rock and the two routes 
on High Tor that you reported in 
Mountain 19. 
I renamed these in keeping with 
my belief that a clear and 
distinct break with the dubious 
past of artificial climbing is 
needed, and also to discourage 
people from thinking of these 
routes as merely alternative ways 
of doing obsolete aid routes. I 
want it to be as difficult as 
possible for us to regard these 
climbs in any way other than as 
free climbs. 
In answer to my critics on this 
point, who feel it is necessary to 
run to Father Mountain rather 
than confronting me first, I 
claim the right to name any new 
route of mine in any way I see 
fit and I do believe that these are 
entirely new routes of mine 
since as free routes they alter 
the whole concept of what 
existed before. Far from 
confusing guidebooks the new 
names should clarify the 
situation . 
I feel that I should also answer 
some of the other criticisms, 
implied or explicit. that appeared 
in Mountain 19 regarding my 
new routes. 
Firstly, I have never hammered 
nuts on any route before leading 
it, and even when I hammer 
them while leading a route, it is 
merely a tap in order to get a 
correct seating . The only times 
when I have hammered them 
with any force have been on 
new routes of exceptional 
difficulty and seriousness. 
Secondly, I did not top - rope my 
new routes on gritstone before 
leading them, except The 
Guillotine (on Verandah 
Buttress, not High Neb). Nor 
were hammered nuts employed 
on any of the gritstone routes 
mentioned. 
Thirdly, why don't some of 
these local experts referred to 
(and I am one of them, like it 
it or not) try and climb my new 
routes, and then see whether 
their remarks are destructive or 
constructive. 
Yours etc. 
Ed . Drummond (Sheffield) 
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START 'RIGHT 
STARTLIGHT! 

REA 

.I, Arctic Fox Sack 
\.J and Frame 

There's no sense in economising on cheap, heavy equipment -
and regretting it later. 

POINTFIVE DUVETS &SLEEPING BAGS 
set a very high standard in down-filled warmth and in their 
sensible design using the highest quality materials. 

SE·AB LIGHTWEIGHT TENTS, SACKS & FRAMES 
Following their instant success last year we again offer the remarkable 
lightweight Swedish tents, in a much bigger range. Also the SE-AB range 
of sacks and carrying frames made to the same exacting lightweight 
specifications. 

Ask at your climbing shop or write for 
brochures direct to Banton & Co. Ltd., 
Meadow Lane, Nottingham NG2 3HP 

E ALPS? 

NOW is the time to start planning your Alpine Equipment -
the right time to combine a training weekend in Wales, with 
a critical examination of all the latest developments 

SEE THE LATEST DESIGN ADVANCES 

IN ICE AXES AND CRAMPONS. 

DON'T DELAY ROUTE PLANNING - WE CAN 

SUPPLY MAPS AND GUIDE BOOKS. in equipment at our conveniently placed shops -

LLANBERIS - Open Daily 9am-6pm. Sunday 10-11 am. 
CAPEL CURIG - Open Daily9am-6pm. Sunday9.30am-5pm. 

BUY YOUR GLACIER CREAM AND GOGGLES 

HERE - THEY CAN BE EXPENSIVE ABROAD I 

EVERY OUNCE COUNTS ON A LONG CLIMB -

SEE OUR LIGHTWEIGHT EQUIPMENT -

KARABINERS, TENTS, BIVOUAC GEAR, ETC. 
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mountaineering 
equiaJnent 
suppliers 
The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports (S), 
520 Union Street. 
Tel. 0224.20157. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports {S), 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Bangor 
Arvons, 
216 High Street. 
Tel. 0248.3849. 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0248.82.401. 
Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S), 
7 Snowhill Ringway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180. 
Blackburn 
J and J Kirkham (C), 
9- 11 High Church Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S), 
117 Bradshawgate. 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
71 a Godwin Street. 
Tel. 0274.21998. 
Brighton 
Sports and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 
Bristol 
Bryant's Outdoor Centre, 
Colston Street. 
Tel. 0272.23166. 
Broughton-in-Furness, Lanes. 
Mountain Centre, 
Brade Street. Tel. 461. 
(open until 8 p.m.) 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham (M) (S), 
Mountain Centre. 
Tel. Capel Curig 232. 
Cardiff 
U.D.A. Mountaineering, 
52 Cowbridge Road East, 
Canton. Tel. 0222.22710. 

42 

Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre, 
Tel. 01 .688.2667. 
Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 
Derby 
Prestidge (S) , 
350 Normanton Road. 
Tel. 0332.42245. 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
63 Seagate (M) (S) , 
Tel. 0382.24501-2. 
Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso (M), 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031.556.1723. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S) , 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 . 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245. 
Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041.221 .4531 / 2. 
Glasgow 
Bob Finnie Sports, 
53 Possil Road, C.4. 
Tel. 041 .332.0327. 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports (S) , 
47 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246.
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
Frank Davies, Dave Clarke, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate (C) (S), 
Tel. 0532.24599. 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
2 Wade Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.29374. 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports {S), 
105 London Road. 
Tel. 0533.25235. 
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex 
Mountain Safety Research, 
35 Progress Road. 
Tel. 0702.523262. 
Mail order only. 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1. 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 
London 
Pindisports (S), 
14/1 8 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01 .242.3278. 

London, Acton, W.3. 
Pindisports {S) , 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01.992.6642. 

London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd ., 
54 Seymour Street, W1 H 5WE. 
Tel. 01.723.5252. 

London 
Y.H.A. Sales, 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01 .839.1 722. 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham (M) (C) (S) , 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161. 

Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C), 
15 Station Road. 
Tel. 061.748.6408. 

Manchester, Eccles 
J . & A. Sports & Camping Co. 
112 Liverpool Road. 
Tel. 061.789.6044. 

Manchester 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
211 Dea nsgate 2. 
Tel. 061 834.7278. 

Manchester 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. 
Tel. 061 .834.7119. 

Mansfield 
W. Slack and Sons, 
38 Rosemary Street. 
Tel. 0623.24449. 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) {S), 
227 / 229 Westgate Road. 
Tel. 0632.23903. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd, 
34 Dean Street (S) (C). 
Tel. 0632.22139. 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
1 Canning Circus. 
Tel. 0602.47230. 

Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 

Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793. 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
High Court, High Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0.756.4305. 

Stockport 
Base Camp (C), 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros. (M) (C) (S), 
35 Market Place. 
Tel. 021.556.0802. 

West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S), 
Tel. 021 .553.1670. 

Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012. 

York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

CANADA 

Calgary, Alberta 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensinton Road, N.W., 41 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 

UNITED STATES 

Berkeley, California 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 
94705. (S) (C), 
Tel. 415.548.1371. 

Boston, Massachusetts 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue, 
02215. 
Tel. 617.254.4250. 

Boulder, Colorado 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 
80302 (C) (M ) (S) 
Tel. 303.442.8355. 

Campbell, California 
Mountain Life, 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. (C) (M) 
Tel. 408.374.7777. 

Estes Park, Colorado 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2016), 
80517. 
Tel. 303.586.2492. 

Evanston, Illinois 
Eastern Mountain Sports. 

Ferrisburg, Vermont 
Dakin's Vermont, 
Mountain Shop, Rt. 7, 
05456 (C) (M) {S) . 
Tel. 802.877.2936. 

Hadley, Massachusetts 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
451 Russell Street, Route 9, 
Amherst/ Hadley Line, 01035. 
Tel. 413.253.9504. 

Jackson, Wyoming 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, {S) (M) (C) 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001 
Tel. 307.733.3595. 

New Paltz, New York 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 
N.Y. 12561. 
Tel. 914.211.1311. 

North Conway, N.H. 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5433. 

North Woodstock, N.H . 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street (M) (S). 
Tel. 603.745.2767. 



Portland, Oregon 
Cloud Cap Chalet, 
625 S.W. 12th Avenue, 
97205 (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 503.227.0579. 
Riverside, California 
Highland Outfitters Inc., 
3579 University Avenue, 
(P.O. Box 121 ), 92502 
(C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.683.7414. 
Sacramento, California 
Alpenhaus, 
2760 Fulton Avenue and 
4506 Florin Road, 95821 
(C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 916.483.9529. 
San Diego, California 
San Diego Ski Chalet and 
Mountain Shop, 
4004 Sports Arena Blvd., 
93401. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 714.224.3439. 

Our testing ground for 
your Gear 

THE BIVOUAC 

San Diego, California 
Stanley Andrews Sports 
840 B Street,92101. (C) (M) (S), 
Tel. 71 .4.232.2167. 
San Luis Obispo, California 
Mountain Sports, 
858 Higuera Street, 
93401. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 805.544.7141. 
Tarzana, California 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 
91356 (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 213.881.5111 . 
Ventura , California 
Chouinard Equipment Co. 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.9037 
Wellesley, Massachusetts 
The Mountain Shop, 
189 Linden Street, 
02181. 
Tel. 617.237.2645. 

56 North Parade, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire. 

Hardware from Grivel, St 
and Clog. 

Rope from Edelwiss. 

Clothing by Mountain E 
and Karrimor with 
Scarpa Fitzroy Boots 

s: 

America's most compre• 
hensive line of down-in
sulated sleeping bags. 
Known for superior design 
and workmanship. See at 
your local shop or write for 
catalog: 

TEMPCO, 
414 FIRSTS., 
SEATTLE, WA. 98104 
U.S.A. 

LLAMA WEAR 
INSOLES 
COMBAT 

COLD FEET 
at last the answer to cold boots tested on 

major expeditions Everest - Annapurna and in the Alps. 
r· thickness - 50p. f" - 65p. post free. abroad add 

2oz/ pair postage. Send boot size and remittance to : 

LLAMAWEAR (dept. M) 52 ST ANN ES RD EAST, 
LYTHAM ST ANNES, LANCS . 

3to 1 
is the ratio of pupils to 
instructors on YHA climbing 
courses. This year the 7-day 
courses are being held at the 
magnificent new Pen y Pass 
youth hostel in the heart of 
Snowdonia - beginners from 
March 25th to September 30th, 
intermediate from July 8th to 
August 26th. 

-------, To YHA Adventure Holidays, Dept. M722 
Trevelyan House, St Albans, Herts. 

I Please send details of climbing courses. I 
I Name . . . .... . .... . . ... . ... . .. .. . . . . .. . . ..... . ... . . . . . . . ... . . . 1 
I Address . .. . . . .. . . .. ..... . . . .. . .......... . .... ••••• •• • • •• •• ••• I 
L ··~ --~ ---~ --~ --~ --~ ··.;J 
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ers Web 
Climbing Webbing 
Tigers Web is now available in the new safety 
co lour and should not be confused with other 
lightweight nylon web. The specifications below 
indicate the enormous strength in this product. 

½ in . R2X. Stiff. Breaking Strain 1,600 lbs. 
9p. per yard 

in. R2X. Stiff. Breaking Strain 3,000 lbs. 
16p. per yard 

in. R2X. Soft. Breaking Strain 4,000 lbs. 
16p. per yard 

The above figures are based upon normal daytime conditions. 

Available from stockists everywhere. 

a .. e1acks 
of Greenock 

Head Office 

Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire PA14 5XN and Ruxley Corner, Sidcup, Kent DA14 5AO. 
Branches:-London (3) , Birmingham. Bri stol . Edinburgh (opening April '72) . Glasgow, Leeds, 
Liverpool , Manchester, Nottingham, Sheffield , Stoke-on-Trent and Sutton. Surrey. 

Distributors for the manufacturers: James Carr & Sons Limited 

B6R6H.JIUS 34 Dean Street. Newcastle upon Tyne. NE1 1PG Tel 23417 20165 

' 



These champion boots by MOAC are prized -
by climbers and ramblers alike. The First in 
comfort and warmth 

For other Prize products ask your dealer 
for our new catalogue or write to MOAC. 

THE GO ANY-WEAR 
Mountaineering Activities Limited Wellington Place Liverpool Road Manchester M3 4NQ 
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THE INTERNATIONALS 
karrimor born and bred in England - tried 
and tested on the world 's major climbs - illustrated 
are a number of packs and frames 
karrimor designed and produced for the 
international climbing scene 

Tailor make your own pack 
No, we're not asking you to take up needle and thread or you r 
drawing board and T square! We've done all the 
hard work. All that remains for you to do is select your correct 
size and shape of pack, add it to your choice of frame and 
the result is perfection in load carrying. 
With 4 frames and 5 sacs to choose from, most of which are 
interchangeable and 4 out of 5 sacs can be carried 
without a frame, making a combination of 20 different packs. 
Illustrated left (A) Alaskapack (B) Annapurna (C) Tote-em Junior. 
The Alaskapack & Annapurna can be fitted to all the frames illustrated 
below and the Tote-em Junior fits the larger frames onlv. 

Write for our catalogue now - it contains 
lots of new ideas, including mountaineering accessories 

Karrimor Products Limited 
Bell Street, Haslington, Lancashire 
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Blacks 
of Greenock 

SPECIALIST BAGS FOR THE EXPERTS 
ICELANDIC RANGE 
Blacks world famous range of Icelandic bags, used for many years by 

Explorers and Climbers are al l filled with Blacks superb No. 1 Quality 
fine Duck down . Icel andic bags feature separate walled compartments 

ensuring that there is a complete layer of down to 
insulate the sleeper. These walls also ensure that the 

down is evenly distributed allowing for maximum 
expansion when wa rmed by the body. 

Icelandic Standard with full length zip . .. £12 .90 

ARCTIC RANGE 
A range of three nylon covered Mountaineering bags. 
The ' Romsdall' and ' Norseland' are filled with Blacks 
No. 1 Quality fine Duck down, and both have an 'overlap 
tube ' construction containing up to one third more down 
than the Icelandic range. The new 'Tromso' has Blacks 
Top Quality Goose/ Duck down filling and is the lightest 
weight bag in Blacks range. 
Norseland with 30 in zip . . . £17.80 

SUB ZERO RANGE 
Sub zero temperatures require the very highest insulation 
in sleeping bags and the Blacks range of three sub zero 
bags are all filled with Superior Quality Goose/ Duck 
down. Each bag in this range has a different construction 
which illustrates the care taken to provide a complete 
choice of fillings and types of bag to suit every persons 
needs. 
Karakorum . .. £27.75 

o•Blacks 
of Greenock 

Please send my FREE 1972 Blacks of Greenock Catalogue C. 
Please reserve my FREE B lacks of Greenock Climbing Supplement~ 

Head Office ' 
Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire, PA14 5XN 

and Ruxley Corner, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 5AQ 
Branches :- ' Centres in London (3) . Birmingham , Bristol , 
Edinburgh , Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool , Manchester, 

Nottingham, Sheffield , Stoke -on-Trent and Sutton , Surrey. 

NA ME .... 

221 



Fisher 
POSTAL SERVICE 

Borrowdale Road, Keswick 
Tel: 72178 

The New 'Tenson' 
Jacket for Winter. 
Lined throughout 
with fleece lining, 
detachable and 

. fully waterproof. 

Send for one on 
Seven Days 
Approval. 
We post anywhere ! 

Price £24 

THE TENSON JACKET 
New from Sweden, the coat. 
to combat the cold. 
In Orange or Dark Green. 

@ Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and publ ished by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c/o 30 Collingwood Avenue. London N.10. 
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