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een 
move 

After many months of careful preparation the Bryan G. Stokes team have 
finally established their new base camp. A great deal of sweat 

and toil has gone into the stocking of gear to ensure there will be everything 
for the needs of climbers, skiers and walkers. 

We have an extremely good range of Chouinard gear, Edelrid ropes, 
the new Ultimate Equipment helmet and lightweight tent range. 

The route from the old shop is fairly easy to follow as illustrated below. 

BRYAN G.STOKES 
9 CharlesStreet,Sheffield. 

Tel.0742.27525 



ultimate 
equipment 

goes to extremes 

ultimate climbers helmet 
ultimate shell clothing 
ultimate tents 

Available from the best mountaineering 
equipment stockists. 

Ask for our 1973 catalogue. 

Ultimate Equipment Warkworth 
Morpeth Northumberland 
Warkworth 413 
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The 
Newaxe 
Tempered steel head, -

Rexilon shaft, Curved pick -
Radius Matched. 

·Radius Matched - the 
degree of curvature in the pick 
of the axe is calculated in 
relation to the shaft length and 
the natural swinging arc while 
climbing on steep ice. 
Combines with a deep slim 
cross-section in the pick to 
give maximum ease of 
penetration on hard ice, and 
with extra deep notches in the 
pick to give maximum holding 
power. 

Prussik Knot 

-
forthe 

Newice 
The 'Four Point' man 
climber - the steep ice technician 
who needs an axe with a deep 
slim cross section for ease of 
penetration and extra deep 
notches for holding power. 

Eyefo~ 

Straight adze for easy maintenance 
of sharp cutting edge. 

Deep slim cross section combines 
strength with ease of penetration. 

Deep notches for maximum 
holding power. 

Laminated Rexilon shaft - highly 
impact resistant warmer than metal . 

Eye for direct aid attachment or for 
use as a 'deranger' (see other 
diagram) 

The use of the Grivel Axe as a 
'Derange,· or retrievable abseil 
Point. 
In the rare circumstances where 
the Axe is found to be the only 
suitable point on which to arrange 
an abseil rope, by the use of a cord 
threaded through the spike eye and 
attached to the abseil rope, it can be 
made retrievable . 

Choice of three sizes all 
• Radius Matched: 
45cm for really steep ice. 
55cm for all but the steepest routes. 
65cm for general Winter/ Alpine 
climbing and walking. 

£12.20 each, Send for one (post 
free) or call and select one 
personally from Roger Turner in 
Nottingham or Mike Browne in 
Leicester. 

Roger Turner Mountain 
One, Canning Circus, 
Nottingham 47230 

Roger Turner Mountain 
105 London Road, 
Leicester, 25235 

Becco 
Corvo Grivel 
45 We listened to climbers 

and researched their 
problems - we tried out 

designs on new steep ice routes 
in Scotland - we discussed the 
design with Grivel in Courmayeur. 

Then we combined the superb 
cra ftsmanship of Grivel using 
first class materials with the 
latest concepts in axe design to 
produce a new precision axe for 
the new ice man. 



Fairy down ... 
the professional's 
choice! 
light, very warm and proven by 
over 40 leading expeditions 
Fairy down sleeping bags presently 
exported to 14 countries each with 
widely varying and often rigorous 
climatic conditions, were commended 
by Hillary and Tensing in an unsolicited 
statement after the 1953 ascent of 
Everest as "the best that can be 
obtained anywhere in the world." 
Many of the world's leading expe
ditions, including the successful 1968-
69 British Trans-Arctic Expedition 

THE NORTH COL sleeping bag brings 
lightweight warmth and comfort in 
normal conditions, PLUS the safety 
margin you need if bad weather closes 
in. Evenly and generously filled with 
100% pure down and feather down, 
the bag is firmly stitched in chevron 
type compartments for even retention 
of heat. Rip Stop Nylon outer and 
tough wearing cambric inner make the 
North Col the professional's choice. 

which used Fairy down bags con
tinually for 18 months in the Arctic, 
have endorsed this statement by their 
continual use. Fairy down technology · 
has been developed both scientifically 
and from practical experience of over 
40 leading expeditions to the coldest 
severest climates of the world. The 
filling is blended from the world's 
most carefully chosen down to give 
added loft and greater comfort. 

SIR EDMUND 

..--------------, 
The North Col bag is designed to roll 
up firmly and compactly into a built· 
in carry pouch ... which is also 
convenient for holding extra clothing 
and serving as a pillow. 

HILLARV1S 
COMMENTS : "They excel at 
sea level or at 28,000 feet on Everest, and I don't .,-\r, ... •:::-0 
think there is much doubt they are the finest bags 
that can be obtained anywhere." 

Fairy down sleeping bags __ 
U.K. STOCKISTS 

ABERDEEN. F. Diack & Son . AMBLESIDE . Frank Davies. BIRMINGHAM. Frank Davies, Y.H.A. Services Ltd . 
CAPEL CURIG. Joe Brown. EDINBURGH. Graham Tiso. GLASGOW. J. & W. Greaves, Bob Finnie Sports, High Range. 
LEEDS. Centresport. LIVERPOOL. Ellis Brigham. LLANBERIS. Joe Brown. LONDON . Y.H.A. Services Ltd. 
MANCHESTER. Ellis Brigham, Y.H.A. Services Ltd. NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. L. D. Mountain Centre. NOTTINGHAM. 
Roger Turner Mountain Sport. SHEFFIELD. Don Morrison. 

al! Internationally renowned products of Arthur Ellis & Co. Ltd, New Zealand. 
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E·AB Thermo 
'Xtreme 

This superb Mountain 
Tent weighs only 5 lbs. 
4ozs. inc. pegs & poles! 
Compare the weight of the Se-Ab 
G66 Extreme with other Mountain 
Tents, compare its teatures with 
other lightweight tents. Think of the 
advantages of having an outtit 
which is both light and sturdy. 

The Se-Ab Thermo G66 Extreme is designed in the well
proven wind resisting wedge shape and can be used with 
confidence anywhere in virtually any conditions. 

Basically it is two tents:-
The Outer, which comes down to ground on all sides, is 
made from G67 Polyester Fabric, which unlike nylon 
fabrics, does not disintegrate when exposed for long 
periods to strong sunlight. This fabric does not flap as 
much as other fabrics, in strong winds. The front has zip 
openings on both sides to provide a sheltered cooking 
space. There is also a zip opening at the rear for storage 
of equipment and extra ventilation . 

The Inner tent is made of Rutarme, a lightweight fabric 
which breathes and does not collect condensation. The 
sewn in groundsheet, a double layered impregnated nylon 
fabric, is carried 3" up the side walls. An A pole at the 
front and single pole at the rear, both outside the inner 
tent create no obstruction. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY THIS TENT, 

BEFORE VAT PRICE INCREASES EARLY IN 

1973. PRICE NOW AT £45.57. 

Available from all climbing shops or write for 
nearest supplier to:-

I POINTFIVE I 
BANTON & CO. LTD., MEADOW LANE. NOTTINGHAM. 
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CAG~AC 

~ 

4oz. Bri-Nylon, coated with 
polyurethene and silicone 

Zip Front 

Velcro fastening overlap 

Storm cuffs 

Two patch pockets 

Dope-sealed seams 

Cagoule length 

Should you wish to kown more about 
G and H Cagoules, Cagjacs and Overtrousers 
we w ill be pleased to forward our brochure 

upon request. 

Made to last by 

G&H 
G & H Products, Blackburn Road, 
Birstall, Batley, Yorks. Tel. 5964 





1mbingioe 

chouinard/salewa crampons 

Made bySALEWAof Munich toCHOUINARD~design. 
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Information 
Everest's South-West Face defeats fourth attempt. 
Yugoslav expedition attempts bold new line on Makalu. 
Pumori's South Face yields to experienced French team. 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

NEPAL 

The post -monsoon season in the 
Himalayas was good until mid
October. A number of expeditions 
succeeded on medium-sized 
peaks, but deteriorating weather 
in early November brought about 
the failure of two expeditions on 
bigger mountains. 

Everest (29,028ft.) 
Chris Bonington's expedition to 
the South-West Face found the 
autumn climate in the upper 
atmosphere too dangerous for 
technical climbing . As expected, 
winds, spindrift and cold were 
severe, and though there were 
several good spells lower on the 
mountain, conditions at high 
altitude had become extremely 
unpleasant by early November, 
rendering a serious summit bid 
impossible . 
The party comprised Chris 
Bonington (leader), James 
Roberts, Dougal Haston, Hamish 
Macinnes, Doug Scott, Nick 
Estcourt, Mick Burke, Dave 
Bathgate, Kelvin Kent, Graham 
Tiso and Barney Rosedale 
(doctor). In addition there were 
two Base Camp helpers, Tony 
Tighe and Beth Burke. 
The expedition arrived at Base 
in mid-September. Progress up 
the mountain was rapid and 
ropes were fixed as far as the 
site of Camp 5 by mid-October. 
The policy was to stock camps 
with food and equipment before 
occupying them, to avoid undue 
wastage of time and energy by 
the lead climbers. During the 
stocking of Camp 5 the 
weather began to deteriorate. 
Winds increased and stormier 
conditions developed. Kelvin 
Kent got frostbite ferrying a 
load to Camp 4, and at the end 
of October the camp was hit by 
rocks which severely damaged 
the bivouac boxes and forced the 
occupants to retreat to Camp 2. 
Heavy snow followed, and it was 
over a week before the position 
was regained . Camp 5 was 
eventually occupied three weeks 
after it had first been reached. 
With time running out, the team 
put in a desperate effort to 
break the route to Camp 6 and 
ferry up some loads, in order to 
give themselves a chance of 
addressing the final difficulties. 
But when Scott, Burke, and 
Haston moved up to reconnoitre 
the route up the Rock Band 
and to occupy Camp 6 they 
found that further progress 
was impossible. They had hoped 
to climb an 800ft. ice gully 
that Haston and Whillans had 
tried in 1971, but the gully 
proved to have less snow in it 
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this time and there were several 
steep rock steps barring 
progress. So extreme was the 
cold that difficult rock -climbing 
was impossible. The climbers 
therefore called off the attempt 
just below the high point 
reached by Haston and 
Whillans in 1971 . 
The subsequent retreat from the 
mountain was marred by the 
death of Tony Tighe, an 
Australian climber and a friend 
of Haston. Tighe was moving up 
to the Western Cwm to help 
with load-carrying when he was 
engulfed by a serac avalanche 
just below Camp 1. 
Deep crevasses and tottering ice 
cliffs had constituted a threat 
in this area throughout the 
expedition. Though attempts had 
been made to circumvent it, no 
safer route had been found. It 
therefore presented objective 
dangers that were unavoidable. 
The expedition's overall failure 
came as no surprise to informed 
climbing opinion or to the 
members of the team. Although 
there was always the hope that 
conditions would moderate 
sufficiently to allow a summit 
bid, the odds were against it. 
Even if the route up the face 
had been completed (the most 
likely way being up the couloir 
leading to the col behind the 
South Summit) , the summit 
itself might still have been 
defended by the fierce winds 
that constantly sweep the ridges 
of Everest in autumn. 
Nevertheless, the team proved a 
strong one, well balanced, 
superbly fit, and psychologically 
determined right up to the 
moment when it was decided to 
retreat. It is doubtful whether 
other climbers would have 
improved on this performance 
in similar conditions. 
It must be admitted, however, 
that the event has sparked off 
widespread criticism in the 
climbing world regarding the 
validity of such grandiose 
ventures and the motives of the 
participants. It has been 
suggested that ambition and the 
prospect of financial reward are 
the primary forces drawing 
climbers to this route. But as 
expedition after expedition 
fails it becomes clear that there 
is a greater fascination in the 
route than the mere promise of 
worldly success. The final 
section of the climb appears to 
offer a challenging combination 
of technical and climatic problems, 
coupled with considerable 
personal risk . It is this final 
section that has drawn climbers 
like Whillans, Macinnes, 
Haston and Scott back to 
Ever-est for second attempts. 

The trouble is that in order to 
give a few climbers the 
opportunity to make this final 
thrust, vast expenditure and a 
prolonged and tedious build-up 
are required . One is reminded of 
the repeated attempts on Everest 
before the war, which were even 
more prolonged and tedious. 
One of the veterans from that era 
touched on the underlying 
dilemma: "It was all so boring 
going back time and again - but 
one just couldn't bear the 
thought of not being there when 
the mountain was finally 
climbed. " This was the 
sentiment of a climber normally 
dedicated to the small , light 
expedition, who was nevertheless 
unable to resist the lure of yet 
another Everest expedition . 
Although many climbers may 
complain that Everest corners 
more publicity and attention 
than it deserves they can hardly 
denythatfordecadesthe 
mountain has exerted a 
compelling fascination over 
some of the leading climbers of 
the day. That such men should 
find it worthy of their continued 
attention seems to point to a 
more subtle challenge than is 
immediately obvious. 
So the saga of the South-West 
Face drags on . Next year, the 
Japanese will try; the year 
after that - who knows? Each 
successive expedition is forced 
to beat the publicity drum in 
order to obtain the requisite 
financial support, and the 
subsequent involvement of the 
media makes further inroads into 
the image of a once discreet 
sport. 
The publicity for Bonington's 
expedition was largely controlled 
by the climbers themselves, with 
the result that it was a little 
more restrained and informative 
than usual. Future expeditions 
requiring extensive media 
sponsorship would do well to 
emulate this course. 
Good or bad, these ventures 
bring climbing more and more 
into the public arena. Indeed, the 
sport in general, and Chris 
Bonington in particular, are now 
deemed to be of such popular 
interest that the BBC has asked 
Bonington to speak on the radio 
phone-in programme It's Your 
Line, in January. It will be 
interesting to see how he 
handles this 'challenge·. 
Makalu (27,790ft.) 
Of considerably greater interest 
than the Everest expedition was 
a Jugoslav attempt to climb 
Makalu by its impressive South 
Face. The ten-strong party was 
led by Ales Kunaver. They 
succeeded in forcing what can 
only have been an extremely 

difficult and dangerous climb on 
so steep a face. 
It appears that Miya Malezie 
and Janka Azman managed to 
reach the top of the face, about 
1,000ft. below the summit (at 
which point they presumably 
broke out on to the Japanese 
South- West Ridge route). 
A final summit ascent was not 
made ; however, since the climb 
had been extended to join a 
pre-existing route, it would, 
by alpine standards, be 
considered complete anyway. 
If the difficulties of the 
adjoining French and Japanese 
routes are anything to go by, 
then this manifestly steeper and 
more difficult climb must be one 
of the hardest so far achieved in 
the Himalayas. 
Pumori (23,442ft.) 
A very strong, eight-man French 
expedition, led by Jannu 
veteran Yves Pollet Villard and 
including some of the climbers 
who put up the route on the 
South Face of Modi Peak last 
year, made an elegant new route 
on the South Face of this 
mountain. The climbing was 
continuously steep and 
technical, on both rock (A2) 
and ice, although the route was 
not long by Himalayan standards. 
All members of the team reached 
the summit in early November. 
Kande Hiunchuli 
A four-strong Japanese party, 
led by Hiroshi Nishina, climbed 
this mountain from the south
west, in mid-October. 
Annapurna South (23,450ft.) 
A five-man Japanese team, led 
by Yuzo Tada, reached the 
Central Peak of Annapurna 
South, by a route up the East 
Ridge. This is one of several 
summits that make up the 
Annapurna South massif. 
Gurja Himal (23,590ft.) 
An eleven-strong Franco
Japanese expedition, led by 
Dr. Pierre Buttin, climbed and 
traversed this mountain by two 
routes in late October. 
Putha Hiunchuli (23,750ft.) 
A seven-man Japanese/ American 
team, led by Tadaski Sahashi, 
climbed this peak via the South 
West Face. All climbers reached 
the summit : the only American 
in the team, James Pritchard, 
was a member of the third party. 
The expedition's Sherpas also 
reported a Yeti sighting . 
Tukche (22,730ft.) 
Naotami Matsugame and Lakpa 
Norbu reached the summit of 
this peak in mid-October. They 
were members of a Japanese 
expedition led by Keiichiro 
Sakaguchi . 



High-standard alpine routes developed in Hindu Kush. 
McKinley traversed, East Ridge of Mt. St. Elias climbed. 

Other Expeditions 
Japanese expeditions also 
attempted Dhaulagiri 4 and 
Nampa, but without success. 

HINDU KUSH 

Koh-i-Mondi (20,450ft.) 
A British expedition, consisting 
of Pete Boardman (leader), 
Martin Wragg, Bill Church, Chris 
Fitzhugh, Oliver Stansfield and 
Bob Watson, made two new 
routes on this mountain, as well 
as a number of others in the 
same area. 
Their best achievement was 
a line up the 5,000ft. North Face 
of Mondi. Boardman, Fitzhugh, 
Church and Wragg climbed this, 
alpine-style, in five days. It 
was regarded by some as one of 
the finest remaining lines in 
the Hindu Kush . Apparently, it 
lived up to expectations, giving 
a magnificent and serious route 
of sustained high standard 
climbing on both rock and ice 
{hardest rock pitch, grade 6 sup ; 
steepest ice, 70°}. During the 
climb, both Boardman and Church 
received injuries - the former 
to his foot, the latter to his 
hand. 
This fine route came as the 
climax to a very successful 
expedition during which ten 
peaks were climbed - five by 
new routes and five previously 
virgin . The most notable included 
the North -East Rib of Koh-i
/1//ondi (grade D, 3,500ft. ; Church 
and Fitzhugh) , and the North Face 
of Koh-i-Khaaik (grade ED, 
2,000ft.) - an extremely 
difficult climb that took 
Boardman, Wragg and 
Stansfield three days to complete. 
Noshaq (24,580ft.) 
An eleven-strong Polish 
expedition, led by Janusz 
Kurczab, made a new route up 
the 5,000ft. South-West Face 
of this mountain . The route was 
climbed by normal expedition 
tactics. After breaking some of 
the route and establishing camps 
part-way up the face, the team 
retired to make climbs elsewhere 
in order to acclimatize. They then 
returned to the main task. One 
group went up the West Ridge 
and established a camp above 
the face, leaving Holnicki, 
Kurczab and Zdzitowiecki to 
address the face itself. After 
three days of difficult climbing, 
this party emerged from the top 
of the face and joined the first 
group who had reached the 
high camp. In the days that 
followed, the summit was 
reached by seven members of 
the team, including three women -
Ewa Czarniecka, Wanda 
Rutkiewicz and Alison 
Onyszkiewicz (nee Chadwick), a 
well-known English climber who 

.. 
Above: The North Face of Koh -i-Mondi with the North East Rib (Fitzhugh and Church) on the left and the 
big North Face route in the centre. Photo: Bob Watson 

recently married a Pole. 
During the acclimatization 
period, the party traversed 
Asp-e-Safed and climbed two 
adjoining virgin peaks which 
they named Asp-e-Safed 3 and 
Asp-e-Safed 4. They also 
climbed two other virgin peaks. 
All this was done in alpine style, 
often in the face of considerable 
difficulty 
Koh-i-Tundy Shagai 
Shah (20,079ft.) 
The previously unclimbed North
West Face of this peak was the 
most notable prize captured by a 
six-man Cambridge University 
party led by John Danby. During 
a five-week stay in the region, 
the party also bagged eleven 
previously virgin peaks of up to 
18,000ft. In the process they 
discovered some fine granite 
spires tucked away on the south 
side of the Suingal Valley. 
These provided some taxing 
climbs up steep ice couloirs 
followed by difficult rock 
ridges, and the party considered 
that the biggest rock faces 
would make interesting 
objectives for big-wall climbers. 

Correspondents: Cheney, Wragg, 
Cieplinska -Bojarska and Danby 

NORTH AMERICA 

ALASKA/ YUKON 

Mt. McKinley (20,320ft.) 
(Central Alaskan Range) An 
American expedition , comprising 
John Johnstone, Bill Ruth, 
Gordon Jacober, Dave 
Pettigrew, Craig Schmidt and Pat 
Stuart, made the first ascent of the 
North-East Ridge of the Traelika 
Spur. Pat Stuart writes : "This 
high ridge encompasses a unique 
passage to the Thayer Basin, 
constantly intriguing mountain 
geography, and some interesting 
technical contrivances. The 
experience, for all of us, was 
both intense and uncommonly 
joyous." The climb took a total 
of 52 days between April and 
June. 
On the other side, a complete 
traverse of the mountain was 
made in a total of 18 days by a 
15-strong party of Americans, 
Germans and a Spaniard, led by 
Steve Hackett. Gene Stanley, a 
member of the team, sent the 
following account : "We 
ascended the West Buttress to 
Denali Pass and thence to the 
South Peak and the summit in 
eleven days. After descending 
again to Denali Pass and taking 
a two-day rest, we dropped down 
to the Harper Glacier, crossed 
the Karstens Ridge and reached 
the Mulgrew Glacier, which we 
descended to the McGonagal Pass. 
From here we trekked out to 
Wonder Lake." All members of 

the party reached the summit, 
but Hackett contracted pneumonia 
on the return to Denali Pass ; he 
was lowered in a stretcher to 
the Harper Glacier and was then 
helicoptered out. 
The final chapter in the tragedy 
which befell the Japanese 
Ladies· Expedition (see Mountain 
23) took place when a search 
party, led by Ray Genet, 
discovered the bodies. The three 
victims were found, roped, at 
15,600ft. on the west face of the 
summit block. It appears that 
they had fallen while trying to 
descend to their igloos and food 
caches at 14,200ft. on the West 
Rib of the South Face . The 
fatal slip may have been caused 
either by exhaustion or strong 
winds. 

Mt. Drum (12,010ft.) 
Hank Noldan, accompanied by 
his daughter Susie, and John 
Samuelson, made the third 
ascent of this mountain in 
August. 

Mt. St. Elias (18,00Sft.) 
(St. Elias Mountains) A Seattle 
expedition has succeeded in 
climbing the East Ridge. This 
team originally attempted the 
route in 1970, and last year 
two other expeditions also 
made attempts (these were 
reported in Mountain 19, where 
the ridge was erroneously 
referred to as the North-East 
Spur). 
This year, the successful team 
placed a total of five camps on 
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Top left: The East Ridge of Mt. St. Elias in Alaska showing the 
dangerous cornices between 11,000 and 12,000ft. Photo: Gary Ullin 
Bottom left: The Devil's Thumb with the magnificent west face in 
sunlight and the Cats Ear Spire on the left. Photo: Dick Culbert 

the 9,000ft. ridge. Over 4,000ft. 
of fixed rope was used. The 
crux proved to be a section of 
knife-edged ridge, further 
complicated by double cornices, 
between 11,000ft. and 12,000ft. 
Eventually, Gary Ullin, Malcolm 
Moore and Craig McKibben 
reached the summit in mid-June, 
followed three days later by Kurt 
Wehbring, Mike Vensel , Chuck 
Bailey and John Neal. 
Mt. La Perouse (10,720ft.) 
(Fairweather Range) The North 
Face of East Peak was climbed 
for the first time, in July, by 
Dusan Jagerski and Larry 
Nelson. This extremely difficult 
7,000ft. ice face was climbed, 
alpine style, in two days. It 
involved long sections of 60° 
ice and a crux pitch of 70° 
black ice. There were a few 
pitches of rock climbing . 
This was also the second ascent 
of the mountain. 
Mt. Bertha (10,200ft.) 
(Fairweather Range) Jagerski 
and Nelson also climbed this 
mountain , via the South Ridge. 
The climb was easier than their 
route on La Perouse, being 
solely on snow and ice and 
involving only about 2,500ft. 
of difficult climbing. 
Devil's Thumb (9,077ft.) 
(Coast Mountains) Fred Douglas, 
Paul Starr and Dick Culbert made 
the first ascent of Cat's Ear 
Spire ( c. 8,500ft.) , the 
impressive rock tower next to 
the Devil's Thumb. The climb, 
which involved two bivouacs 
above base camp on the Witches' 
Cauldron Glacier, gave sustained 
5.8 climbing with surprisingly 
little aid . 
The same trio also climbed two 
other rock spires and, on one of 
them, survived the second 
largest earthquake recorded in 
Alaska . 

UNITED STATES 

Yosemite Valley 
A very satisfying change has 
taken place in Yosemite climbing 
during the past year, in that 
nuts are being adopted for 
protection, instead of pitons. 
For some years now, climbers 
have carried a token set of nuts, 
using them when they felt it 
was safe to do so, but thwacking 
in a solid pin whenever the 
going got rough . Now, however, 
at least among the best free
climbers, pitons are only used as 
a last resort ; or, better still , the 
hammer is simply left in the 
camp-ground, collecting dust. 
The new game is the 'all-nut' 
ascent, and a book has been 
started to record them. 
Exactly why nuts should have 
come into their own after being 
in the background for so long is 

not altogether clear. It is 
probably due to a combination of 
the obvious damage caused by 
repeated piton insertion and 
removal , the many articles 
that have pointed this out, 
and the fact that, quite simply, 
it is an idea whose time has 
come. Certainly, it has 
introduced a new element into 
local rock-climbing, and people 
feel that the use of nuts not 
only enables them to understand 
the irregularities of the rock 
more completely, but also helps 
them to climb better. 
The idea is taking hold in other 
areas of the country, for piton 
damage is endemic, and all this 
speaks for an intense interest 
in free-climbing. 
Indeed, aid-climbing - even 
using nuts instead of pins - is 
very much on the way out in 
Yosemite these days, and many 
of the best young climbers don't 
even bother with it. Not 
surprisingly, this has led to a 
lessening interest in the big wall 
climbs for which Yosemite has 
been so long renowned. Of the 
bigger routes, only the Nose and 
Salathe on El Cap, and the 
Direct on Half Dome (on which 
British climber Alan Rouse broke 
his leg). have achieved any 
degree of popularity. 
Significantly, the many new 
routes of the last few years on 
El Cap still await second 
ascents: there is little interest 
in them. 
There are, however, exceptions to 
all trends, and Charlie Porter 
has been quietly doing his thing . 
Accompanied by Jack Roberts, 
he began by making the second 
ascent of Tis-sa-ack, on Half 
Dome, a route that had repulsed 
some five repeat attempts. He 
then went on, this time solo, to 
make the third ascent of the 
Wall of the Early Morning Light, 
or Dawn Wall as it is universally 
known. He did not, however, 
take the original route, where 
many bolts have been chopped 
in the early part, but rather went 
up the right side of El Cap 
Tower, the route favoured in the 
early attempts. This notable 
effort took him ten days, and 
he is reported to have chopped a 
number of bolts that he deemed 
unnecessary, in the upper 
sections. 
It is not intended to belittle 
this achievement, but it should 
be pointed out that among the 
hard core of young Yosemite 
climbers the Dawn Wall is a 
subject of extreme disinterest : 
they do not consider it to be 
a legitimate route. 
Finally, with Gary Bocarde, 
Porter started up the Salathe
Muir combination, to break out 



Yosemite emphasis swings to hard free-climbing as nuts replace pegs. 
Charlie Porter repeats Tis-sa-ack, solos Dawn Wall and climbs 
Zodiac on El Capitan. 

on to the impending headwall 
to the left of the upper part of 
the Muir (the Shield), having 
taken a reported 30 rurps, and 
used all of them, as well as 
placing 24 bolts. 
During the spring, the old 
master himself, Royal Robbins, 
made a number of hard sight
leads of free climbs, but he 
failed to achieve one of the few 
remaining goals left to him in 
the Valley: the first, solo 
first ascent on El Cap. He spent 
seven days on the unpromising
looking rock to the right of the 
North America Wall, before 
retreating. The distinction, of 
course, fell to Jim Dunn, with 
his route Cosmos. 
To sum up, then, it has been a 
year of great activity in nut
protected, hard free-climbing. 
Currently, that is where it is 
at, and a host of excellent 
climbers are relentlessly raising 
the standards. 

A late note: 
The Fall saw a further handful 
of notable climbs. Charlie Porter 
made the solo first ascent of 
The Zodiac - a very difficult 
aid climb on the South East Face 
of El Capitan to the left of the 
East Buttress (see note on page 
33). Billy Davidson and Mike 
Brittenbach made the third 
ascent of Tis-sa-ack in 8 days. 
They apparently had an exciting 
time, taking two longish falls 
and describing the route as ·a 
horror climb'. 
On the left side of Glacier 
Point Apron Rik Reider and 
Rab Carrington established 
A Mother's Lament (Grade 4, 
5.10) up the slabs between The 
Cow and The Calf. 
On the short, hard, free-climb 
scene, Jim Bridwell's second 
ascents of the Left Side of 
Hourglass and Cream stand out. 
These very serious leads had 
gathered a certain aura and 
Bridwell's ascents break a 
psychological barrier that had 
developed round these climbs. 
North-Eastern Areas 
Despite a rise in the numbers of 
climbers, and a concurrent 
increase in the difficulty of 
the routes being attempted by 
most of them, there has been 
little new-route activity in 
the Shawangunks over the past 
season. This may have been due 
to the lack of an up-to-date 
guidebook (a lack now rectified) , 
but it may also have resulted 
from a reaction on the part of 
several of the area's leading 
climbers against the competitive 
and ego-tripping aspects of 
reporting new routes. 
Further north, the boom in 
activity in New Hampshire has 

continued unabated. A guidebook 
to Cathedral and Whitehorse 
Ledges and other nearby crags 
was completed early in the 
summer, recording developments 
through spring. Yet, by the time 
it became available in September, 
it was already out-of-date, some 
thirty changes (new routes and 
aid eliminations) having been 
recorded in the meantime. 
Much of this activity, 
particularly in the early part of 
the season, resulted in routes 
that used various amounts of 
aid. Several involved 
considerable drilling, which 
aroused some controversy as to 
the legitimacy of this type of 
climbing on Eastern cliffs. The 
main protagonist of these climbs 
was the ever-iconoclastic Paul 
Ross, but guidebook writer Joe 
Cote was also an active 
participant. Despite their 
controversial aspects, some of 
these routes do offer excellent 
climbing. Ross·s Girdle of 
Whitehorse Ledge is perhaps the 
most noteworthy, and is probably 
the first major route of its 
type in this country. 
The free climbers were not idle, 
however. During the spring, 
Henry Barber and Steve 
Hendrick eliminated the aid from 
Last Temptation, producing the 
only route rated 5.10 in the new 
guide. Over the summer, Bob 
Anderson and various 
companions climbed some cracks 
on the previously neglected 
southern end of Whitehorse. The 
pace quickened in the Fall, when 
Barber and Anderson teamed up 
to eliminate the aid from five 
routes on Cathedral in one 
weekend. Finally, just before 
the end of the season, Barber 
and Ross produced a fine girdle 
traverse of Cathedral. Named 
The Big Plum, it took two days 
to complete. It has 33 pitches, 
with several rappels and 
pendulums. Graded 5, 5.10, A 1, 
it is the first grade 5 in the 
North-East. 
Barber also established 
Cathedral's first 5.11 when he 
free-climbed Lichen Delight. 
Cannon Cliff also received a new 
guide and a working-over by 
new route hunters. The major 
contributions here were Joe 
Cote's Moby Grape (3, 5.8) , 
a fine eliminate line on the 
Conn Course, already becoming 
popular, and Barber's and 
Anderson's desperate, arching 
Whaleback Crack (2, 5.10) . 

Correspondents: Bertulis, 
Oderkirk, Culbert, Stuart, 
Stanley, Jones and Rubin 

Below: Mt. Blanc's Freney Face with the lnnominata route on the left 
and the pillars: 1. Left Pillar (Dubost and Seigneur 1972); 2. The 
Hidden Pillar (1963); 3. The Central Pillar (1961); 4. The Gervasutti 
Pillar ( 1940). Photo: Rob Collister 

THE ALPS 

SUMMER 1972 

This year's crop of Alpine 
routes shows a continued vogue 
for solo climbing in the French 
Alps. Another interesting trend, 
again in the French Alps, has 
been the popularity of integral 
ascents of long ridges. often 
involving technical climbing of 
some difficulty with prolonged 
and serious continuations . 
Of the few new routes developed, 
those on the Aig. du Leschaux, 
the Matterhorn, and the 
Gletscherhorn are perhaps the 
most notable. Of the solo ascents, 
Afanassief's ascent of the Croz 
Spur and Desmaison 's of the 
Peuterey Ridge integral are 
particularly outstanding. 
British and Commonwealth 
climbers, after last year's rash 
of hard solo ascents, have 
been content to pick off some of 
the remaining major routes 
(mainly ice faces) that were 
awaiting first British ascents. 
Mt. Blanc: lnnominata Ridge 
The first integral ascent -
taking in the South Face of the 
Aig. Croux - was made by 
V. Etis and F. Lorenzi over two 
days in late August. The pair 

finished up the classic 1 919 
route. 
Mt. Blanc: Freney Face 
Louis Dubost and Yannick 
Seigneur climbed the face's 
last remaining unclimbed pillar, 
that on the extreme left side, 
in late August (TD, Al, one 
bivouac) . 
Mt. Blanc: Peuterey Ridge 
The integral has been the centre 
of interest this season. The 
route, which takes in the 
complete traverse of the Aig. 
Noire , was climbed by a German 
team (Braun, Elwert and 
Gohlies) at the end of August. 
There was great competition to 
make the first solo ascent of 
the ridge. The normal route, 
from the Dames Anglaises, was 
soloed first in 1937 by Richard 
Hechtel and again in 1953 by 
Best Kerfell. Since then, it has 
been the long and sustained 
integral that has attracted solo 
climbers. Among this year's more 
notable attempts were those by 
Joel Coqueugniot, who was 
stopped by a blizzard on the 
Pointe Gugliermina; Dominique 
Mollaret, who died descending 
the North Ridge of the Aig. 
Noire (he was found hanging 
upside down in his abseil rope 
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Above: The new direct route on the North East Face of the Aig. du Leschaux; Miller Rava climbing. Photo: Alessandro Gogna 

and is thought to have suffered 
a heart attack); and finally Rene 
Desmaison, who brought his 
experience to bear to complete 
the project. After leaving his 
rucksack in advance on the 
summit of the Aig. Noire, 
Desmaison climbed the South 
Ridge to reach his sack for the 
first night, and then took a 
further two days to reach the 
summit of Mt. Blanc. 
Mt. Blanc: Brenva Face 
More solo ascents were made 
here: the second solo ascent of 
The Pear was made by Jean 
Afanassief, and the Route Major 
had solo ascents by Konichi 
Yamazaki and Rob Collister. 
Aig. Noire 
This mountain's reputation for 
accidents was in no way lessened 
this summer. Apart from the 
Mollaret tragedy on the North 
Ridge, at least two other 
fatalities occurred . Andrej Mroz 
fell to his death after 
completing an ascent of the 
Ratti/Vitale route with Jean
Pierre Bougerol, during which 
the pair added a new variant. 
Mroz was in a hurry to catch an 
air flight to join a French 
expedition in Peru. He was on 
loose ground, unroped, looking 
for the initial abseil point from 
the summit, when his foothold 
gave way and he fell down the 
mountain-side. His body has 
still not been found. His death 
aroused great emotion in 
Chamonix, where he had 
become a familiar figure. 
The third victim, Peter Scholtz, 
was killed while soloing the 
South Ridge. He fell 1,000ft. 
from the crux pitch of the 
route, just below the summit, 
when two pitons pulled. 
Mt. Blanc du Tacul: N.E. Face 
Joel Coqueugniot, M. Chabert, 
B. Dineur and B. Gaschignard 
climbed the North West Spur of 
the rocky, triangular face 
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overlooking the Col du Midi. 
The first solo ascent of the 
North Arete was made by Yves 
Janvoine, and solo ascents of 
both the Diab/es and 
Gervasutti Cou/oirs were made. 
Aig. du Midi: North Face 
Daniel Monaci and Rob 
Collister made solo ascents of 
the Frendo Spur. 
Aig. du Pelerins: North Face 
The second ascent of the direct 
Reppellin route was made by 
J . Cambon, M . Bize, Mme. Bize 
and J. Boivin in 18 hours with 
one bivouac. 
Aig. du Plan: North Face 
Monaci and M . Arrizi established 
a new route, starting at the 
Blatiere hanging glacier. The 
route was repeated soon 
afterwards, solo, by Jean 
Dupraz. 
Aig. du Blatiere: N.W. Arete 
Leading Japanese climbers 
Yasuo Kato, Masulu Susuki and 
Toro Nakano produced a 
remarkably good route by 
climbing the integral of this 
ridge. The itinerary included an 
initial 1,000ft. vertical pillar 
(5 sup, A 1 ). The arete then 
continued more easily to the 
fourth notch of the ridge, where 
the classic 1906 route was 
joined. The climbing was 
considered excellent throughout. 
Together with the new routes on 
the North-West Face of the 
Charmoz this represents a 
welcome addition to the 
difficult rock climbs within easy 
reach of Chamonix. 
Petits Dru: North Face 
The Allain/ Leininger route was 
soloed' by P. Beghin in 6½ hours, 
and by Daniel Monaci, who 
made one bivouac . 
Aig. Sans Nom: North Face 
J. Boivin and J. Caulbon made 
the third ascent of the Brown/ 
Patey route over two days in 
July, and commented favourably 
on its quality. 

Aig. Verte: Nant Blanc Face 
Joel Coqueugniot made the first 
solo ascent of the Char/et route 
in 5½ hours, descending by a 
traverse over the Grande 
Rocheuse and the Aig. du Jardin. 
The Sans Nom Arete was also 
soloed for the first time, by 
Nicholas Jaeger. 
Les Droites: North Face 
Ascents of the Cornuau/ 
Davaille route were made by 
Jannot Coudray and Raymond 
Renaud, with one bivouac, and 
by Austrians Albert Precht and 
George Bachler, in 13 hours. 
Both parties spoke highly of the 
route's quality. 
Nicholas Jaeger made the first 
solo ascent of the integral of 
the North-East Spur in 17 hours 
(the first solo ascent of the 
ordinary route was made in 1971 
by Dominique Mollaret) . 
Mollaret made the first solo 
ascent of the Lagarde Couloir, 
starting at 9.0 p.m. to gain the 
safest conditions, and taking 
12 hours. 
Les Courtes: North Face 
The Central Spur was soloed by 
Bernard Lournes. 
Aig. du Chardonnet: 
North Face 
The North-East Spur was soloed 
by Oxford climber John 
Wilkinson. 
Aig. d' Argentiere: North Face 
Phillipe Altwies soloed the 
normal route during two days in 
August. His progress was greatly 
hampered by the heavily iced 
condition of the route. 
Aig. d' Argentiere: South Face 
Roland Ravenel and Francois 
Simatos made the first direct 
ascent of this face to the 
Pointe du Plateau on the Arete 
du Jardin. This 1,000ft. climb 
(grade TD sup) is said to be 
very worthwhile. 
Tour Noir: South Face 
The first integral ascent of the 
South Ridge was made by 

Georges Bettembourg and 
Jacques Mongeaud in early 
August. 
Aig. du Leschaux: N.E. Face 
Alessandro Gogna and Miller 
Rava made a new direct route to 
the left of the classic Cassin 
route on this face. The climb, 
grade ED and nearly 3,000ft. 
long, used 70 pitons and took 
two days. It is clearly a very 
serious and difficult mixed 
route (see photo). 
Grandes Jorasses: North Face 
The Walker Spur was soloed by 
Pierre Beghin in 12 hours. 
Grandes Jorasses: 
South Face 
New routes have been established 
on the Pointe Walker 
(grade 3-5, A2), by Gogna and 
Macchetto, and on the Pointe 
Margherita via the South-West 
Pillar (3,000ft., grade 5-6) , by 
Joseph Alippi, Trollier, Livio 
Stuffer and Ange Pinciroli. 
Aig. du Rochfort: North Face 
Gerard Magne and Jean Paul 
Grenier made a serious and 
delicate first ascent of a very 
friable rocky pillar. 
Ciamarella: North Face 
Bill Cheverst and John Kitchen 
made what is probably the first 
British ascent of this small ice 
face in the Graian Alps. They 
found it steeper and more 
difficult than is stated in the 
British guide. 
Also, the first ski descent of 
the face was made by Yves 
Anselmet. 
Matterhorn: North Face 
Our tentative report of a 
Japanese ascent of the Bonatti 
route (Mountain 24) remains 
unconfirmed. However, a new 
route has been made on the face 
by four Czech climbers: V. 
Prokes, B. Kadlcik, L. Horka and 
Z. Drlik. The climb, which took 
three days, traces a line 
between the Schmid and 
Bonatti routes, joining the 



A year of integral ascents in Alps - Peuterey Ridge soloed. 
Golikow, Scholtz and Mroz killed in alpine accidents. 
Creag an Dubh Loch and Shelter Stone attract growing attention. 

Schmid route for the last 800ft. 
We can now report in detail on 
the fatal accident first noted 
in Mountain 24. Bill Cheverst 
and John Kitchen were climbing , 
unroped, up the Hornli Ridge in 
deteriorating weather conditions 
and light powder snow cover. 
On reaching the Solvay refuge, 
Kitchen decided to stop and 
rest, while Cheverst continued, 
hoping to catch a Swiss party 
some distance ahead. About 
thirty minutes later a descending 
Japanese party reported an 
accident to Kitchen. It appears 
that Cheverst fell from the 
Shoulder either after a slip or as 
a result of stonefa/1. 
Lyskamm: North Face 
Reliable reports state that a 
British climber has made a solo 
ascent of the Stefan/ Diemberger 
route. If true this would be the 
first solo and first British ascent 
of this very difficult ice climb. 
Eiger: N.W. Face 
Reliable agency reports state 
that in early August two 
Japanese climbers fell to their 
deaths from a point about one 
third of the way up the face. 
Piz Badile: N.E. Face 
German climbers Karl Golikow 
and Otto Uhl died during a 
severe storm in September while 
climbing the Cassin route. 
Expecting good weather, they 
embarked on the route lightly 
equipped. When the storm came 
Uhl died from exposure and 
exhaustion. After a gruelling 
bivouac Golikow joined the 
following rope - Haupfauer 
and Ritter - and the three made 
slow progress until Golikow 
was too weak to continue. The 
remaining two continued and 
forced an exit, narrowly 
escaping death themselves. 
Golikow, who in 1969 survived 
a serious accident on the 
Walker Spur when his friend 
Jorge Lehne was killed by 
stone-fall, was a veteran of the 
Eiger Direct climb. 
Swiss guides Ruedi Hornberger 
and H. Wellenzohn made the 
second ascent of the Kosterlitz/ 
Isherwood route on the East
North-East Face. Apparently they 
were impressed. They found only 
three pitons in place and had to 
use 150. They considered the 
climb far more difficult than the 
adjoining Rusconi route and 
commented: "Fiendish climbers, 
these Englanders." 
Cima di Castello: South Pillar 
Previously unreported was the 
second ascent, made in 1971, of 
the Roper/Rogers route by 
Roger Baxter Jones and John 
Moore. They found the climb 
hard and of good quality. 
Correspondents: Contamine 
Gogna, Kitchen, Baxter and Taylor 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Despite several spells of good 
weather, the summer brought 
only a steady filling-in of obvious 
gaps, rather than a spate of new 
routes. The traditional areas 
received the bulk of the 
attention, and no 'new' crag 
came to light. 

Glencoe 
The 'Coe still continues to yield 
up the occasional good route to 
those prepared to walk about 
and look. This summer's plum 
appears to have gone to Paul 
Braithwaite and Jeff Cohen, who 
climbed the imposing square-cut 
pillar to the right of Unicorn on 
the South Buttress of Corrie nan 
Lochan. Situated on one of 
Glencoe's least frequented 
cliffs, the route, Scansor, is 
about 400ft. long and appears to 
be a very hard and fine climb. 
At the other end of the scale, 
yet another route has been 
squeezed in on the Etive Slabs, 
where the crowds are often 
thickest. Dougie Dinwoodie and 
Greg Strange climbed the slab to 
the right of the large corner 
that bounds the cliff on the left 
beyond Jaywalk. The route, 
Groundhog (500ft., VS), climbs 
cracks and grooves on the slab, 
before merging with Jaywalk for 
the last pitch. It is said to be 
rather harder than Jaywalk. 
Also on the slabs, Ian Nicholson 
has soloed The Pause and The 
Long Reach, the latter being 
perhaps the hardest route soloed 
in Scotland to date. 
Ben Nevis 
On Carn Dearg Buttress, 
Nicholson and Roloff Schiffer 
climbed a variation start to 
Torro, taking the edge over
looking the corner of Centurion. 
Again on Carn Dearg, Paul Nunn 
and Malcolm Cundy made a new 
route (Defection: 600ft., VS) 
to the left of Route 2. The 
route crosses PM high on the 
cliff and gives pleasant climbing 
at a reasonable grade. 
Nicholson, this time with George 
Grassam, climbed a very good 
route on Number Three Gully 
Buttress. Entitled Sioux Wall 
(400ft., VS), it takes the steep 
wall right of Knuckleduster. 
In the course of one day, Nunn 
and Braithwaite added three new 
routes (all about 250ft., HVS) to 
Number Five Gully Buttress. All 
of them started just to the 
left of Fives Wall, giving 
climbing very similar to that on 
the East Buttress of Scafe/I. 
Cairngorms 
Craig an Dubh Loch received a 
lot of attention late in the 
season; three new routes were 

put up and several major second 
ascents were made. 
John Bower and Doug Lang 
made a new route between 
Gulliver and Caterpillar Crack 
(300ft., VS). 
Also on Central Gully Wall, 
Dougie Dinwoodie and Greg 
Strange climbed the prominent 
diagonal corner between Cougar 
and Predator (Vampire, 550ft., 
VS) . To reach the corner they 
used two pegs to overcome the 
overhang above the second pitch 
of Cougar. After following the 
corner for 130ft., they broke 
on to slabs to the right, before 
returning to the crack
continuation which was followed 
(with two further pegs) to the 
top. 
Over on the Central Slabs, 
Dinwoodie and Brian Lawrie put 
up The Dragon-Slayer (1,200ft., 
VS), a very direct eliminate line 
based on The Blue Max. 
Breaking through the overlap by 
the prominent 'mouth' to the 
left of The Blue Max, it then 
crosses that route and follows 
a thin corner to the right of it. 
The climbing on the lower half 
is said to be excellent. 
Aberdeen teams also made 
second ascents of Cougar, 
Predator and Dubh Loch 
Monster, and their reports 
merely served to confirm the 
obvious excellence of these 
routes. 
Martin Boysen and Mike 
Kosterlitz made very good 
progress on the unclimbed wall 
to the left of Cougar, but were 
finally repulsed by a blank 
section typical of this part of 
the crag. 
On Lochnagar, Brian Lawrie and 
Mike Freeman climbed the 
prominent crack line between 
the chimney of Parallel Gully B 
and The Crypt (Psyche: 300ft., 
VS). Lawrie, this time with Ron 
Kerr, also scored on Corrie 
Sputan Dearg, climbing an 
isolated crack line between 
Hanging Dyke and Ardath 
Chimney (Ghost Crack: 
300ft., VS). Clearly, even the 
traditional 'easy' carries can 
yield good climbing if examined 
in detail. 
Shelter Stone Crag, on the other 
hand, appears to offer very few 
further possibilities. George 
Shields and Dave Smith did plug 
a gap on Raeburn's Buttress, but 
it is doubtful if this contains 
much that is new as their line 
appears to coincide with 
sections of Threadbare and 
Consolation Groove. 
Important repeats included The 
Pin (Shields and another, and 
Kosterlitz and Ben Campbel/
Kelly) and Snipers (Bill March 
and Des Marshall) . Both routes 

were said to be hard and good . 
Finally, The Needle was soloed 
by Jeff Connor. 
There was also a fatal accident 
on the crag this summer. George 
Turly fell from the traverse of The 
Citadel, tore out all his runners, 
and was left hanging free at the 
end of the rope . He was wearing 
a home-made chest harness and 
it appears that the whiplash 
effect of the rope on the harness 
broke both his neck and back. 
Across on Stag Rocks, March 
and Allen Fyffe put up 
Addendum (450ft., VS). 
Starting right of Sandpiper, this 
runs diagonally left to take in the 
latter's crux and then finishes up 
a good corner system. 
In the same area, on Stac an 
Fharadh, Shields and Smith 
climbed the obvious line on the 
left-hand slab. The route, 
Honeymoon (500ft., VS) takes 
the large corner through the 
central overlap, which provides 
the crux. 
North-West Highlands 
The S.M .C.'s policy not to 
record routes in this area now 
seems to be under question by 
certain climbers. Apparently, 
the idea of not knowing whether 
a route has had a previous 
ascent (especially if aid is 
involved) does not appeal. The 
feeling is that it would be 
better to single out certain 
popular and accessible cliffs 
for description, because of the 
amount of climbing that is 
liable to be done on them. 
The idea of a closed file, to 
which new route descriptions 
are added, has some merits. At 
least good climbs would then be 
recorded, and the details could 
be made available to anyone 
interested in repeating them. 
This would also help to avoid 
confusion if the policy was 
reversed at a later date. Only 
time will tell how the scheme 
will work out, but it may be 
that many climbers will abandon 
the area now that the incentive 
of seeing their name in print has 
been removed. But then that 
may be what the S.M.C. is 
aiming at. 

LAKE DISTRICT 

A recent article in Rocksport 
has brought all the old 
smouldering controversies of 
Lakeland climbing to the 
surface again. Not since the 
Borrowdale pegging arguments 
of the early 'sixties, which 
brought Keswick-based climbers 
into direct conflict with 
influential members of the 
F.R.C.C., have ethical issues 
surrounding new routes been so 
keenly debated. 
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Information 
New ethics wrangle developing between Lakeland climbers. 

Below: The right side of Pavey Ark. Routes: 1. Hobson's Choice; 
2. Red Groove; 3. Risus (Grindley, Harding and Soper); 4. Astra; 
5. Fallen Angel (Grindley and Roper); 6. The Sun (Barley and Long); 
7. Cascade. Photo: Ian Roper 

f4 
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Above: The relationship of routes on the newly developed Honister 
Crag. The three main groove lines are hatched and the routes are: 
1. Girdle Traverse (Roper and Soper, 1972); 2. Seraph (Taylor, 
Allinson and Roper, 1971); 3. lntimidator (Burbage and Oliver, 1971); 
Straw Dog (Roper and Taylor, 1971). 

The present discussion has been 
occasioned by the imminent 
publication of an up-dated 
Langdale guide, and the careful 
preparations by F.R.C.C. for 
future up-dates of other guides. 
At the centre of the debate 
are the talented climbers, Pete 
Livesey and Rob Matheson. 
These two have seemingly been 
bent on plugging some of the 
steepest and most difficult gaps 
on the popular Lakeland crags by 
ruthless application of the full 
range of techniques associated 
with contemporary extreme 
standard exploration (skyhooks, 
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resting pegs, aid slings and 
abseil inspection). Unfortunately, 
this has brought them on to a 
collision course with Langdale 
guidebook editors Allen Austin 
and Rodney Valentine, whose 
rigid purism has previously led to 
the exclusion of semi-aid 
routes from Fell and Rock guides. 
Livesey has already clashed 
with the Y.M.C. on the matter of 
his Yorkshire climbs. Guidebook 
editor Frank Wilkinson 
threatened to omit his routes 
from future guides because of 
alleged dubious tactics. Livesey 
protested widely and publicly, 

however, and Wilkinson backed 
down : '"We are pleased to tell 
you that we now believe you and 
your routes will be published."" 
The issues in Lakeland seem to 
be of a similar nature. It may 
be that the Fell and Rock men, 
spurred on by the crusading zeal 
that routed the Borrowdale peg 
bashers of yesteryear, are 
confusing genuine talent and 
ability with inferior pressures 
and trends. It seems that they 
found themselves in a quandary 
when the time came to set the 
guide up in print, and routes 
like Peccadillo, The Graduate, 
Cruel Sister and Kaisergebirge 
Groove looked as it they might 
be left out. At the last minute, 
however, they were retained. 
Future guidebooks might well be 
marked by tougher attitudes. 
Buttermere editor Ian Roper is 
reported to have said that any 
route having more than three 
points of aid in less than 200ft. 
will be omitted from the guide 
- a stricture that brought a swift 
condemnation from local expert 
Colin Read. Our correspondents 
represent the full range of views, 
but our editorial observation is 
that, although the F.R.C.C. in 
its role of · Lord Protector' has 
certainly done a creditable and 
useful task in the past in saving 
Lakeland climbing from being 
ethically undermined, the guide
book writers in their zeal may 
now be estranging genuinely 
talented climbers who are just 
as concerned as themselves with 
maintaining high free-climbing 
standards. 
Dove Crag 
Ed Grindley and Ian Roper 
repeated the new Read/ Adams 
route, Phobos, cutting the aid 
peg from the last pitch after 
some gardening had revealed a 
new line of holds. 
Buttermere 
There has been some confusion 
following the announcement in 
Mountain 24 of the new crop of 
routes on Honister Crag. The 
cliff, which is very obvious but 
very unapproachable, has been 
the area's 'Crag x· for some 
time. It now transpires that it 
was partially developed by Mike 
Burbage and associates in 1971, 
and is now criss-crossed with 
routes whose origin is vague. 
The accompanying line diagram 
attempts to clarify the situation . 
It is best to approach the crag 
from Honister Haus. over 
Fleetwith Fell, and then to 
descend to the climbs. By this 
means, a most unpleasant slog 
from the valley floor is avoided. 
On Eagle Crag, Colin Read and 
John Adams have climbed a new 
line (Demos: 350ft., XS). which 
starts between Eagle Front and 

Carnival and takes a diagonal 
line from left to right below a 
line of bulges; a groove and a 
steep crack pitch follow. 
Although there were four points 
of aid, the route was said to be 
of sustained interest. 
Pillar 
Dennis Hodgson and John 
Workman added a new route to 
the Shamrock: Magic Rainbow 
(200ft., HVS) takes a groove line 
to the right of Odin and is said 
to be harder and more 
sustained than Thanatos . 
Scafell Area 
Hugh Banner and Mick Fogg an 
added a further route out of 
Moss Ghyll above the Collie 
Step: Banner's Exit (200ft., VS) 
goes up the steep wall to the left 
of Collier's Chimney. Banner's 
other route in this area -
Last Stand - has been repeated 
by Jeff Lamb and Bill Young, 
who thought it rather over
graded at Extreme, but good 
value nevertheless. 
Bob Bennett and Royann 
Lavender have claimed a route 
in the vicinity of Left Hand Route 
(Leftovers, 270ft. VS). It appears 
that this was first climbed in 
1967 by Adrian Liddell and 
left unrecorded. 
On Esk Buttress, Young, Burbage 
and Workman found a good wall 
climb (WestPoint: 225ft., HVS) 
on the right of Gargoyle Stairs. 
Jeff Lamb and party repeated 
Matheson's Amoeba, and reporte<l 
favourably, while M. Myers and 
T. Birkett climbed a route 
called Moss (180ft, VS) to the 
right of Gargoyle Groove, stating 
it to be better than it looks. 
Dennis Hodgson and John 
Burgoyne unearthed a number of 
short routes on Yew Crag in 
Eskdale (M.R. 221020). The 
crag has been investigated by 
others and rejected as too small 
and scrappy. However, Hodgson 
managed to get eight routes out 
of it: two 100ft. Severes at the 
left end, and the rest on the steep 
buttress at the extreme rig ht. 
The Longbow (200ft., VS), one 
of the best routes, takes the 
profile of the buttress. 
Langdale 
Ed Grindley and Ian Roper 
succeeded in climbing the big 
groove line between Astra and 
Cascade on Pavey Ark, with only 
two pegs for aid (Fallen Angel: 
240ft., XS). This much sought
after problem was originally 
climbed with six pegs by John 
Barraclough (joining it to 
Astra), but was subsequently 
ignored by Austin when he 
wrote the guide. In its present 
freer and more independent 
form it is probably the best route 
made in Langdale since the 
guide appeared. 



Welsh exploration dwindles after 
boom years. 

Earlier, Grindley, accompanied 
variously by Jack Soper and Dave 
Harding, developed another 
route on the cliff: Risus (200ft.) 
ascends the steep wall to the 
right of Red Groove before 
following a harmless-looking 
groove, high on the crag, which 
turned out to be the crux. 
The following day, Pete Livesey 
and Ron Fawcett repeated the 
route; they also climbed another 
recent route - Matheson's 
controversial Cruel Sister, the 
line to the right of Arcturus. 
Livesey reported that Cruel 
Sister was the harder of the two, 
and an excellent independent 
line! On White Ghy/1, Austin 
removed the piton from Man of 
Straw. With Rodney Valentine 
he also forced a "desperate and 
pointless" pitch up the slab 
above the traverse of Whit's End 
on Gimme, Crag. 
Dow Crag Area 
Rob Matheson and Dave Millar, 
and Ian Heys and Jack Firth, 
made ascents of Silence on Dow 
Crag. Both teams gave the route 
top marks for difficulty, saying 
that it was probably the hardest 
climb on the crag. Earlier this 
year, Matheson and his father 
established a bold hard route, 
called Tarkus (XS), on a line to 
the right of Leopard's Crawl. 
On Raven Crag, Tilberthwaite, 
M . Myers and T. Birkett climbed 
Albatross (180ft., HVS); the 
same pair, with C. Brown, also 
girdled the crag (400ft., XS), 
producing a climb at a very 
reasonable standard with just 
one hard pitch. 
Myers and Brown were also 
active on Yewdale Crag, putting 
up Creeping Jane (150ft., HVS) 
and Dawn (130ft., VS) on the 
vegetated rock to the right of 
Dusk Buttress. 
On Wallowbarrow Crag, Tower 
of Flints (1 00ft., VS) fell to 
Birkett, Myers and C. Richardson, 
and Kestral (145ft., VS) was put 
up to the right of Merlin by 
Birkett and Brown. 

WALES 

Guidebooks 
Once again the Climbers' Club 
seems to be having problems with 
its guidebooks. After a period 
of brisk activity, not only in 
the traditional C.C. areas but 
also in the Peak District, the 
list of published, in-print titles 
at present stands at twelve. 
Unfortunately, editorial 
efficiency does not appear to 
have been matched by astute 
business management by the 
C.C. or their distributors, 
M.O.A.C.; the flow of cash has 
dwindled to such an extent that 
no money is available for the 
completely new guides to 

Llanberis and the Carneddau, 
which are currently awaiting 
publication. Further rewrites are 
also in the pipeline, but 
publication of any title looks 
unlikely until the money 
situation improves. 
Regrettably, the crisis has lent 
ammunition to conservative 
elements within the club who 
consider that the C.C. should 
get out of the guidebook 
business altogether. Although 
it is unlikely that anything so 
drastic will happen, the C.C. 
is considering hiving off all 
its interests in the Peak guides 
and handing them back to the 
B.M.C. 
Corrections 
Our statement that Roseda Wall 
on Ga/It yr Ogof was the work of 
Don Roscoe (Mountain 24) was 
incorrect. The first ascensionists 
were in fact Bill Cox and 
Dave Roscoe. 
Our coverage of the develop
ments on Little Orme apparently 
failed to give sufficient credit to 
Rowland Edwards, who developed 
virtually all the routes. We 
were also in error in our report 
of the first ascent of Detritus. 
It appears the first complete 
ascent was made by Edwards, 
climbing solo with a back-rope. 

YORKSHIRE 

Limestone 
Pete Livesey and John Sheard 
made a high level girdle of the 
left wing of Ma/ham Cove: 
Pumpwater meets the Hulk 
(450ft., XS) takes a high line 
between Scorpio and Sundance 
Wall. 
Exceptionally dry conditions in 
the pothole, Gaping Ghy/1, 
enabled a team led by Roger 
Baxter Jones to make a rock 
climb up to the entrance ( G.G. 
Rider: 300ft., HVS). 

Correspondents: Fyffe, Read, 
Roper, Hodgson and Livesey 

STOP PRESS 
Fitzroy 
Dave Nicol's expedition reached 
the summit in December via a 
new route up the South Ridge, 
starting just left of the original 
Terray/ Magnone route. 
Bosigran 
Cambridge University students 
Tom Openshaw and Pete 
Godsell were killed after falling 
into the sea from the top pitch 
of Nameless. 
Lake District 
Ministry permission has been 
given for radical changes to the 
A66 road. These will involve 
extensive road works around 
Keswick and Buttermere. 
Only sustained MP lobbying 
could now prevent this project. 

WHY EVEREST? Comment by Ian McNaught-Davis 
It seems that most of my friends have the same dream of standing 
alone on the summit of Everest. Their companions lie below, exhausted, 
and as the last litre of oxygen pumps through the mask they pull out 
a tattered Union Jack and wave it at the television cameras. It's the 
Queen's birthday, Edward Heath's wedding day and already a National 
Holiday has been declared. They awake to the tap-tap of the royal 
sword: "Arise Sir Christmas Bloggs" . Only five years of do-gooding 
with the Boy Scouts and it's your Lord Bloggs of Lian Ramsbottom. 
The temptation to plod up the ordinary route and be the first 
Englishman (or Scotsman) on the 'Roof of the World' must seem 
irresistable. Although in the cold waking hours it may not be worth 
more than a mouldy M.B .E., the financial rewards would be huge. 
In a mountaineering sense, of course, it's a big zero and today, other 
than as an exercise in logistics for the Army or as a misguided status 
lifter for the more backward mountaineering countries, the route is 
not worth repeating. 

It is when climbing wants to raise cash from the media to finance its 
adventures that values become distorted. The Press and Television want 
to see an Englishman on the 'Roof of the World'; how he got there 
is really unimportant unless there is a good story attached to it. 
In order of merit, then, the routes go like this:-

First Prize: South Face. Story: The hardest climb in the world 
climbed by the world's best climbers (ours). 
Second prize: North Ridge. Story: Did Mallory and Irving (or the 
Chinese) get to the top? The best climbers in Britain reveal all. 
Third prize: South Col Route . Story : 'Roof of the World' hero. 

It is all so predictable. 

Yet, for a climber, the South Face route is a valid objective. There are 
high odds against success, combining problems of difficulty, scale and 
logistics where the solutions are by no means obvious. Bonington's 
expedition was a bold, pushy attempt with the right people at the 
wrong time of the year. However, whilst its objectives (and the effort 
made) were to be applauded, the means that had to be used to raise 
enough cash to achieve them seem questionable. 

So far the following information has been ascertained: 
1. Winter is cold and windy and the weather is often bad. 
2. 2,000 feet is only 700 yards from the ' Roof of the World' (or 
abo.ut 1 / 9th of a league which sounds even nearer). I had always 
thought, before Brasher went to Everest, that the difficulties 
started there. 
3. I am nearly convinced that it wouldn 't have made the slightest 
difference if Whillans had been there, except the weather might have 
been blamed less. 

So was it all worth the £60,000 that it is supposed to have cost? Our 
spokesman at the B.M.C. claims that small expeditions have difficulty 
in raising even small amounts of cash and that the money could have 
been put to better use. I know some climbers who actually refused 
outright to buy a signed postcard from Base Camp for £2 (or 200 
pence as Brasher might say) on the grounds that they "weren't going 
to pay for a holiday for Bonington and his pals". But they sold, and 
I fail to believe that anyone would pay anything for a postcard from 
some unknown Bradford tiger going out to climb some unpronounceable 
bump. More's the pity but that's the way it is. The press wants a 
story to sell its papers and if there isn't one they will create one. 
The publishers want a book that will sell, by an author who is known 
and can be relied upon to produce a workmanlike if not exceptional 
book, on time. 

Still, there are ways of raising cash that we haven't even started using 
yet. From the success of the professional footballers' venture into 
pop records I can see the "Everest Squad" backed by the Alpine Club 
Wind Ensemble and accompanied by the Namche Sherpas Choir 
singing their way to a golden disc, no doubt called "Amazing Place" 
(ouch). And, of course, the old dodge of sponsored products would 
receive a severe jolt. No climber would rush to buy his Whillans 
harness, his Joe Brown helmet or even his Macinnes ice axe. 
Everything from bootlaces to oxygen sets would have to carry the 
name "Sir Christmas 'Roof of the World' Bloggs" before any of us 
would buy or even 'recover' it from a nearby crag. 

So all you have to do is to think of some new ways of raising cash. 
Some people have even tried working for it but in general this is 
unpopular. The lecturing circuit is remunerative, particularly if you can 
book a hundred talks before the expedition leaves England. I am eagerly 
awaiting the return of the honest climber, writer and photographer who 
stands up before his audience on his return and says: 

"The route was easy and nothing of any particular note happened 
on the whole expedition" 
and sits down. Perhaps that's too much to expect. Yet, whilst the 
arguments rumble on the ethics of drilling up this wall in the Andes 
or pegging up that groove in Wales, there seem to be no holds barred 
when it comes to cash-raising. Let's have more drama, more 
excitement and more close-ups of the action; but if you find the going 
tough in a blizzard at some camp or other, don't bitch in your memoirs; 
you're being paid to do it. Just think - in the old days the dummies did 
it for nothing, the mad fools. 
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11 WOW! GET A LOAD OF THAT BEAUTIFUL DIHEDRAL!" 

Climbing jokes and cartoons in 
the mass media usually fall totally 
flat where the climbing 
community is concerned. Like
wise, the morbid, masochistic 
tales which bring peals of 
laughter round a climbers' camp
fire may seem as funny to an 
outsider as a recounting of his 
mother-in-law's haemorrhoid 
operation . 

Into this difficult arena comes 
Sheridan Andreas Mulholland 
Anderson, a man who, to his 
eternal credit, cannot be taken 
seriously. When he walks into a 

room (or, more frequently, a pub), sketch pad in hand, feet 
pointing at ten-minutes- to-two and mouth held partly open 
in readiness for a toothy grin, he instantly launches an 
evening of unpredictable events and laughter. His cartoons 
usually reflect this spontaneous, open-ended fun rather than 
a tightly-cropped, cute joke. Even before his debut in 
Mountain Rescue (as a victim), Sheridan recognized that 
accidents can be funny, a point of view that either makes or 
breaks his humour as it once did his eleventh thoracic 
vertebra . 
Although he is a sign painter (billboard variety) by trade, he 
spends much of his time wandering through the mountain 
areas of the United States. He knows most of the better 
climbers personally, and many of his cartoons have an inner 
quirk if you recognize the caricature in his drawing. His 
uncanny ability to sum up a person's features in a few 
quick dashes of his pen has even crept into his more 
serious work. In Royal Robbins's two books on technique, 
for which Sheridan has made the illustrations, there are a 
surprisingly large number of identifiable and often 
grotesquely funny characters. Washoe Ike, a cartoon strip 
created by Sheridan for a Nevada newspaper, bears a 
strong resemblance in both habits and looks to the man 
behind the pen. 
In 1964, when Chouinard, Pratt and Harding were on the 
very serious first ascent of the South Face of Mt. Watkins in 
Yosemite, Sheridan was in the campground below, 
commissioned (read allowed) by Chouinard to paint the 
familiar letter-C-inside-a-diamond emblem on the side of an 
ancient truck. Chouinard returned to find not only an 
admirably straight trademark, but also a three-foot-high 
caricature of a very small man in a very large Mexican 
sombrero, holding an ice axe. 
In the United States, Sheridan's alpine cartoons have mainly 
appeared in three publications. One is Summit, the most 
venerable and successful of American mountain magazines. 
It is edited by two older women with devout religious 
beliefs and a quick red pen for obscenities. Another is 
Ascent, the Sierra Club's pretentious annual with lofty 
intellectual ideals. Sheridan 's freedom of style might well 
be in serious jeopardy were it not for the third magazine, 
the Vulgarian Digest. This judges submissions strictly in 
terms of their common (i.e. vulgar) appeal. Under the 
pseudonym of E. Lovejoy Wolfinger 111, Sheridan has 
helped the VD keep its finger, albeit a middle one, on the 
pulse of modern climbing in America. 
He has resided in an unlikely series of cities. For a time he 
operated a sign-painting business in Bishop, California, a 
small town set in the afternoon shadows of the High 
Sierra. Then it was Reno, Nevada, a plastic watering hole 
for California gamblers. Now his home is downtown San 
Francisco, but he is more likely to be found in the Tetons, 
Yosemite Valley or Tuolumne Meadows, fishing, sketching, 
wine-tasting and laughing his way through the money he 
occasionally earns in the city. He is still recovering from the 
serious fall he took in 1971 while scrambling unroped on 
his way to a rather informal climbing school run by 
Warren Harding. Although his broken back has knitted and 
he is losing his limp, he will forever have trouble living 
down the name of Harding's school: Downward Bound. 
Galen Rowell 
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Royal Robbins gives his personal assessment of fifteen years of climbing 
on one of the world's major cliffs. 

Left: El Capitan's South Buuress (the Nose) . Photo: Ken Wilson. 
Centre left (top): Stance on the 17th pitch of Dihedral Wall. 
Photo: John Dill. Centre left (bottom): Tony Lampert on the 
Salathe section of the Triple Direct, and (centre right) eqwj:Jped to 
tackle the pitch above Camp 6 on the Nose. Photos . Ruedi 
Hamberger. Right: Peter Habeler in action during an ascent of 
the Salathe Wall. Photos: Doug Scott. 
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Among the rock forms of Yosemite Valley, El Capitan is 
pre-eminent. Its stance at the gates, its height, and the 
sheer breadth of its walls, all contribute to its being the 
Chief. The whiteness of the sun-bathed rock gives the mass 
an appearance of lightness. In a rainstorm, with the sun 
occasionally shafting through broken clouds, it gleams and 
streams as do none of the other Yosemite cliffs . Add the 
sheer logic of the architecture of the walls : the south-west 
face (Salathe Wall) and the south -east (North America 
Wall), bisected by the pure line of the south buttress 
(the Nose), and each bordered by elegant prows - the West 
and East Buttresses. It is a symphony of rock, with 
innumerable movements wrought by storm, cloud and sun . 
The climber, standing in the Valley below, looks up, and his 
imagination is caught by the cleavages and planes, the 
fractures, the pillars and summit overhangs. He wonders 
especially about those alcoves, those nooks and crannies, 
those apparent cracks in the upper wall. Keys to the summit 
or impasses? Too far away to tell. It needs searching out. 

The search began in 1953, when Allen Steck, Will Siri , 
Willi Unsoeld and Bill Long climbed the East Buttress in 
three days. In 1964, this route was climbed free by Frank 
Sacherer and Wally Reed, and is today one of the prizes of 
the Valley due to its varied and challenging free climbing . 
The rock is generally sound, but loose rock on terraces poses 
some danger. There have been several close calls and, 
in 1972, a death from rockfall. 

A year earlier, Steck and Siri, Bill Dunmire and Bob Swift 
had climbed the El Cap Tree route, which leads to a 
ponderosa pine on a large ledge 400ft. up on the south-east 
face. Twenty bolts were placed on the first pitch, but more 
sophisticated techniques and equipment enable one to 
bypass these. An alternative, the Direct route, involves 
difficult aid and free climbing and a few bolts, and was done 
in 1961 by Glen Denny and Frank Sacherer. 

Numerous other short routes exist along the base of 
El Capitan, most of them on the south -west face ; some of 
these present extremely difficult free climbing. Nevertheless, 
compared to doing the great routes, climbing those along 
the base is just nibbling at the toes of a giant; a bit like the 
difference between the 100-yard dash and the decathlon. 

The Great Routes: The Grade Vi's 
It is well-known that the first grade six on El Capitan was 
the South Buttress (the Nose) , climbed in 1958 by 
Warren Harding, Wayne Merry and George Whitmore. 
Harding started the ascent in the summer of 1957. Using 
fixed ropes, he made continual assaults, ending in a 13-day 
epic in November, 1958. A total of 45 days was spent on 
the rock and 125 bolts were placed. During the 
year-and-a-half of effort, Harding went through partners 
like Henry VIII through wives. Among those involved were 
Mark Powell, Bill (Dolt) Feuerer, Rich Calderwood, Allen 
Steck and Wally Reed . It was a war of attrition, and few are 
as well suited for such battle as Harding, who is famous for 
doggedness. He burns with the fire that moves the Bonattis 
and Bu his, and (alas!) the Maestris of the climbing world. 

Warren had no competition for the Nose. Of the other climbers 
at that time who were up to that sort of climbing, none were 
willing to use the siege methods which all agreed were 
necessary on a wall requiring so many bolts. But method 
has always been secondary to Harding. Vision has been 
primary. In this case the vision that moved him and gave 
him the strength to continue when others dropped out was 
the significance of being the man to master-mind and push 
the first ascent of the Nose of El Capitan. What did methods 
matter compared to this? And Harding has always had an 
eye for the great line - not necessarily the natural one. On 
the first ascent of the Nose he spent an entire night bolting 
the summit overhangs. Perhaps it was then he saw that 
bolting blank walls was his metier. Other climbers, 
regardless of their strengths and skills, were unlikely to 
match this particular feat. Harding has often exhibited 
toughness, energy and tenacity, but this episode on the 
summit overhangs was extraordinary. He must have been 
moved by a vision, a dream. This was worth putting out for : 
the conquest of El Capitan. Now everything would be all 
right. 
24 

So, in his double coup, Harding got the greatest rock in 
Yosemite, and the most elegant line to boot. Others were 
left with nothing but lesser lines or more austere methods. 
First we tried more austere methods. In September, 1960, 
Charles Pratt, Joe Fitschen, Tom Frost and I made the 
second ascent in seven days, without fixing ropes. We met 
no great technical difficulties. The problem was one of size, 
which meant logistics. Equipment was heavy, and we had 
enough food and water for ten days. Two men climbed and 
two followed, making two trips per pitch with 40Ib. sacks 
attached to their waists. Apart from the hauling problems, 
the climbing was clean and enjoyable, the rock generally 
of high quality, and the positions as elegant close-up as the 
south buttress is from a distance. It remains the most 
popular route. 
New vistas were open. Harding had punched one hole 
in the unknown: El Capitan could be climbed. Men could 
stay on it for ten days or more and still function 
unimpaired . We had learned that second ascents at least 
would go in classic style, without the umbilical cord of lines 
to the ground. This may seem commonplace to the modern 
Mountain reader, but in those days we didn't know; we 
didn't have the repeated success of many parties to short
circuit our feeling of awe, and we didn't have the working 
knowledge, dangling thousands of feet above the ground, 
that nylon ropes never break. 

So, with the help of the bolts in place and knowledge of the 
route, we were able to manage a 'purer' ascent. In this way 
we built upon the lead of our predecessors. Now we could 
continue to build. The next challenge was to do a new 
route in classic style. With a bit of luck and imagination, 
Pratt, Frost and I worked out the line on the south-west 
face which seemed most natural and would require the 
fewest bolts. 

We were not of a mind to siege the route, using fixed ropes 
from bottom to top, but we recognized that our chances of 
reaching the top in one push were almost zero; indeed, we 
thought them to be zero. Nothing in our experience gave 
any evidence to the contrary. Our proposed route was 
longer than the Nose. And if we placed only half the 
number of bolts, the time required (half-an-hour per bolt) 
would ensure our defeat. Our compromise involved fixing 
ropes on the first third of the route. This took three days and 
13 bolts. We then returned, ascended the fixed lines, 
dropped them off, and went for the top, reaching it in six 
days in September 1961. On the entire route we placed 
484 pitons and (per Yosemite ideals) removed all but two 
or three. No more bolts were needed. A year later, in 
October, Frost and I made the first continuous ascent in 4½ days 
We named our route, and the south-west face on which it 
lay, the Salathe Wall, to commemorate the pioneer of 
Yosemite climbing. John Salathe profoundly understood 
that in the careless use of bolts lay the seeds of the total 
degeneration of American rock-climbing . He climbed with 
style, always giving the rock a chance, and never taking the 
easy way out by knocking in a bolt unless it was 
absolutely necessary. He well understood that merely 
getting up was nothing. 
The Salathe Route is the most beautiful and enjoyable rock 
climb I have done. The aid climbing is varied and at times 
difficult; the free climbing, which is also difficult, is even 
more varied, running the gamut from slab climbing to 
typical Yosemite flared and overhanging cracks. The rock is 
superb and the bivouac ledges a delight. 
We were very lucky to be climbers in the Valley in that 
period. It was the golden age of Yosemite climbing. Fine 
routes on El Capitan, as well as on other rocks, sat waiting . 
And we had the luxury of not worrying about someone else 
getting there first. Our methods and equipment were totally 
~alifornian, from hip belays to hard steel pitons, from 
single rope technique to webbing for etriers. It was perhaps 
fortunate that we were ignorant of European mountaineering: 
we never realized that etriers were supposed to have metal 
rungs ! We were forced to develop methods and 
equipment which more closely fitted the Yosemite needs. 
In 1962, Ed Cooper, the outstanding mountain photo
grapher, came from Washington State with a fixation about 
making a new route on the great white rock. He had made 



a new route on the Squamish Chief in 
Vancouver, and had got a lot of bolting 
practice there as he preferred bolting 
blank walls to nailing nearby dirty 
cracks. He once worked for over an 
hour trying to place a bolt in brittle 
volcanic rock before finally giving up 
and using a piton ! 
Values of this sort were the exact 
reverse of those prevailing in Yosemite, 
where it was keenly realized that with 
enough bolts, enough time, and 
enough fixed lines, any wall in the 
country is at the disposal of any third
rate climber lacking a sense of honour. 
Cooper's partner was the likeable, 
easy-going Canadian, Jim Baldwin, 
who was quite unlike the taciturn 
American. That Spring they climbed 
900ft. in ten days. Returning in the Fall, 
they were joined by Glen Denny, a 
Valley veteran and top aid-climber who 
greatly strengthened the party. They 
reached the top after a total of 39 days, 
having placed 6-700 pegs and 100 
bolts. Cooper did nothing else of note 
after this route, except for an unrealistic 
attempt to solo the North America Wall. 
He was prepared for 30 days, but 
psyched out after two pitches. It was 
just as well, for the way he was placing 
bolts next to good cracks he would 
have needed at least 300, and that 
would have taken him well over 30 
days. 
Frost and I made the second ascent of 
Cooper's route, in 1964, in five days. 
The route is characterized by few 
ledges and much nailing in steep 
corners. There is hardly a free move in 
the first 2,000ft. It is one of the most 
direct routes on El Capitan, and 
involves no pendulums. Although 
originally there was much difficult 
nailing, it has become easier as the 
cracks improved with repeated ascents. 
Dihedral Wall, as Cooper called it, is 
certainly characterized by dihedrals, but 
the wall on which it lies was already 
named the Salathe. This started a trend 
towards dignifying crack systems by 
calling them walls. In defence of the 
English language, and in contradiction 
to the Yosemite guide, I proposed to 
call these routes routes. 
The second ascent of the Dihedral was 
the first time a route in Yosemite was 
climbed with what is now called the 
Yosemite Method of aid climbing, 
using a pulley system and leg strength 
for hauling, while the second ascends 
the fixed climbing rope. The 
introduction into Yosemite of the 
mechanical Jumar ascendeurs made 
these developments possible. They 
were to play a useful part in the first 
ascent of the North America Wall. 
When Layton Kor came to Yosemite in 
the early 1960's, he adapted quickly to 
Valley climbing, and did a dazzling 
array of big and small routes in 
exceptional time. Kor was a 
phenomenon. It was natural for him to 
want his own route on El Capitan, and 
in 1963 he got one. Harrassed by 

Right: T any Lampert leading the pitch above 
Camp 6 on the Nose. Photo: Ruedi Hamberger 



The Nor1h America Wall. Top left: Frost, Robbins 
and Chouinard in the hanging bivouac in the 
Black Dihedral during the first ascent. Photo: 
Frost collection Bottom left: Brian Wyvi/1 
leading at the top of the Black Dihedral. 
Photo: Ben Campbell-Kelly. Right: Hanspeter 
Kaspar on the tension traverse. Photo: Toni 
Holdener. 



exceptionally bad weather, Kor, with Eric Beck and later 
Steve Roper, established fixed lines to 1,200ft. in about 
six days of intermittent climbing between storms. Kor and 
Roper then made the final push, finishing in three days. 
They placed only 21 bolts on the 2, 1 00ft. route. The West 
Buttress is a very elegant pillar, but the same cannot be 
said of the climbing after the first 300ft. There is much 
awkward nailing in overhanging bong cracks, and a long, 
tedious traverse (although ending with a fine pitch) leading 
to undistinguished climbing near the summit. Pratt and I 
made the second ascent in 1964. 

In October of 1964, Frost, Pratt, Yvon Chouinard and I 
climbed the North America Wall. Earlier, Frost, Denny and 
I had made a reconnaissance to a ledge at 1,200ft. -
halfway up. We placed 19 bolts. Our successful ascent in 
ten days, with a total of 38 bolts, made this the first big 
El Capitan route to go without fixed lines. It is a varied 
and challenging route, with several pendulums and little 
free-climbing . There is some difficult nailing, and skyhooks 
are essential. The route's reputation has been somewhat 
tarnished lately by claims that it is 'easy', but such remarks 
come from those who divide Yosemite climbing into two 
groups : easy and impossible. The climbers concerned tend 
either to be terrified, almost obsequious in front of the walls, 
or arrogant. There is no middle ground. Such attitudes are 
common in Yosemite, and lead to perverse errors of 
judgement. In truth, the NAW was overblown a bit after its 
first ascent, but not by those who did it. The second ascent 
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was made in five days, in 1968, by Don Lauria and 
Dennis Hennek. 
T. M. Herbert and Yvon Chouinard made the next new 
line, the Muir Route, in 1965, upping the ante by being a 
two -man party and not using fixed ropes. They placed 
30 bolts and climbed through several rainstorms, reaching 
the top on the eighth day, with one bolt left and no water. 
The route starts left of the Salathe, crosses it, and finishes 
up the long dihedral just left of the great corner of the 
Nose. It falls into three distinct sections. The first third 
involves much traversing and nailing under awkward arches ; 
the second has mixed free and aid climbing, and leads to 
the Grey Bands, a prominent feature of the Nose ; the 
last third, which takes a bee-line up the 1,000ft. dihedral, 
involves nailing all the way, some of it difficult. I made the 
second ascent in ten days in 1968. 

The west face of El Capitan is like a lunatic sister, kept 
out of sight of visitors. It is hidden from most viewpoints 
except those so distant as to make it appear part of the 
Salathe Wall. But the West Buttress unequivocally separates 
the two, making the West Face itself a large and serious 
wall , and one which is unique in the Valley, having as it 
does a knobby and corrugated surface, a bit like the skin of 
an old rhino. It is composed of good rock and provides 
excellent free-climbing as well as natural runners in the 
form of chockstones and spikes. This was the first big route 
in Yosemite where artificial chocks were used. T. M . 
Herbert and I made the first ascent in June, 1967, in 4½ days. 

We placed one bolt. The second ascent was done in 1969, 
by Chuck Pratt and Tom Bauman, in three days. 
The next route was done with a new twist. In April , 1970, 
Chuck Kroger and Scott Davis made the first ascent of the 
Heart Route, which crosses the Salathe and proceeds up the 
rock to its right. This was the first El Cap route to be done 
by a party containing none of the Old Guard. Kroger and 
Davis were students at Stanford, and were never resident 
Valley climbers. They completed their stroke with admirable 
elan and style, climbing the wall in nine days (including one 
on which they placed three fixed ropes), and using only 
27 bolts. No dilly-dallying, no siege climbing, no false 
starts, no press releases, a minimum of bolts - a climb done 
so cleanly that no one could criticize it. The following year, 
Andrew Embick, Jim Dunn and Roy Kligfield, comparative 
newcomers to the Valley, made the second ascent in six 
days. Thus the Heart Route was a double coup for a new 
generation of climbers - proof that they could make first 
ascents on El Capitan in the highest traditions of American 
climbing . 
The route that followed, however, was more open to 
criticism. Most Mountain readers will be familiar with the 
saga of the Wall of the Early Morning Light. They 
will know that Harding and Dean Caldwell spent an 
amazing 27 days on the wall and, despite storms, 40ft. falls, 
and efforts by the Park Service to rescue them, fought their 
way upward with a pluck that must be admired, emerging 
victorious on to the Cap's broad and friendly summit, to face 

Above: The south -west and south -east walls of El Capitan. Routes: 
1. West Buttress; 2. Aquarian; 3. Dihedral Wall; 4. Cosmos; 5. Heart Route; 
6. Muir Wall; 7. Salathe Wall; 8. Son of Heart; 9. Magic Mushroom; 
10. The Shield; 11. The Nose; 12. Wall of the Early Morning Light; 
12a. El Cap Tower start; 13. North America Wall; 14. El Cap Tree; 
15. Zodiac; 16. The East Buttress. 
Photos: Frost, Scott and Campbell-Kelly 

the most appalling battery of television cameras and 
reporters to which any climber has ever been subjected. 
There is no evidence that the pair were intimidated. For 
Harding, the " ambitious dreamer", it must have been a 
giddy moment. He had made a very great effort. He had 
done his best. Except at the very bottom and the very top, 
the technical climbing they had done was beyond reproach. 
The total effort they made in terms of human enterprise 
must be applauded. For Harding it was 1958 all over again , 
only a heavier trip. Now everything really would be all 
right. For Caldwell it meant success on the lecture circuit, 
which had long eluded him. 
The bonds of friendship, which climbing writers assure us 
are forged in the fires of adversity, suffered from bad 
tempering in the case of Harding and Caldwell. Several 
months later their relations were so strained that Harding 
wrote a public letter accusing Caldwell of profiting unduly 
at Harding's expense, and of misusing his name to promote 
lectures. Such bitterness goes to show how difficult it is to 
mix fame, money, and love for one's fellow men. 
Mountain readers will also be aware that some observers, 
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myself included, though regarding the climb as admirable 
in many respects, also considered it an unhappy one, in 
that the route was contrived and artificial - a non-route 
forced into a route. 300 bolts were used. Will the next use 
600? And the next 1,000? With 1,000 bolts per route, 
there could be 1,000 routes on El Capitan. With sharp drills, 
and bolts for shallow holes (rivets) , one could place 10 bolts 
per hour : in ten days one could put up a route anywhere 
on El Capitan - if one could stand the tedium. It rather 
takes away the point. It destroys the game. What is the 
right maximum number of bolts for a route on El Capitan? 
100 bolts? 200? Very difficult to say, but 150 more bolts 
than had ever been used before seemed to be beyond the limit. 
So, when Don Lauria and I began the second ascent in 
January, 1971 , we intended, with righteous indignation 
mixed with humour, to remove the offending bolts, hence 
'erasing ' the route and returning the rock to its natural 
character. As Mountain readers will know, we botched the 
job, being overcome with respect for the quality of the 
nailing that Harding and Caldwell had done. After 
removing about 40 bolts at the beginning, we were content 
just to climb the route, reaching the top on the sixth day. 
The whole affair was not a high -water mark for Yosemite 
climbing. 
By the end of 1970, El Capitan was humbled by nine great 
routes. There was also a bastard route created in 1969 by 
Jim Bridwell and Kim Schmitz, utilizing the first third of 
the Salathe, the second third of the Muir, and the last third 
of the Nose. Although it is the easiest way up El Capitan, 
this hybrid lacks personality. 

In 1971 two more routes went up. The apron between the 
West Buttress and the Dihedral Route beckoned, and 
Bridwell and Schmitz repeatedly answered the siren call in 
1970 and 1971, and were repeatedly thwarted by bad 
weather or bad 'vibes'. The pair have a reputation for 
climbing only when the vibes are right, but they then climb 
with exceptional brilliance. Eventually they reached a high 
point of 1,200ft. Returning in the Spring of 1971 , they 
climbed a pair of fixed ropes and went on to reach the top 
in a mere three days - a veritable vertical explosion of 
human bodies. They finished up the West Buttress from 
Thanksgiving Ledge, because there was no clear and 
straightforward finish for their route - rather like a truck 
with burned-out brakes going too fast to make the curve 
at the bottom of the hill and having to zip off into the 
emergency exit. They placed 70 bolts, most of which, like 
Harding's rivets, can make use of very shallow holes. The 
pair agreed that it was the hardest route they had done on 
El Capitan . They named it Aquarius, sparing us another 
'wall' on the Salathe Wall. 

A second new route was done in 1971 by Rick Sylvester 
(who later skied and parachuted off the top of El Capitan) 
and Claude Wreford-Brown. The first 1,000ft. of their route 
more or less follows the Muir Route; it then takes the right 
edge of the Heart and goes in a fairly straight line to the 
summit . Sylvester reported some difficult free-climbing and 
" lots of A4 nailing" . With five ropes fixed, the route took 
8 days, on the last two of which the pair were without 
water. Sylvester does not remember how many bolts were 
placed. They called it Son of Heart, an egregious name that 
we can only hope will not find its way into the guidebook. 
In 1972 two more routes were added. Hugh Burton and 
Steve Sutton, both from Vancouver, Canada, created a line 
which starts to the right of the Muir, crosses it at Mammoth 
Terraces, and follows crack systems between the Muir and 
Sylvester's route. Burton and Sutton had spent three days on 
this route in 1971 , but bad weather forced them off. The 
climb was finally made in 8 days, with 50 bolts and much 
difficult nailing. They named the route Magic Mushroom, to 
signal to the world that they had popped some pills en route . 
There is an air of triviality about both this name and Son of 
Heart that does not become a great route on El Capitan . But 
perhaps I am being stuffy. Perhaps these names are trying to 
tell us something. Perhaps they are an admission of the 
diminishing significance of yet another line on a wall 
already overburdened with them. Unfortunately, each new 
route does detract from the significance of those that exist. 
It can 't be any other way, and who can blame anyone for 
wanting their signature on such a parchment? 
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The other route done in 1972 (Cosmos) fulfils Steve 
Roper's prophecy in the Yosemite guide of a solo ascent of 
a new route on El Capitan. Jim Dunn of Colorado, and 
Canadian Gordie Smaill , started up a line between the 
Dihedral and Salathe routes. About 800ft. up, Smaill was 
injured in a fall , and the pair descended, leaving a couple of 
fixed ropes and an occasional sling to bypass bad pin 
placements. Seized by inspiration, Dunn returned alone. 
In 8 days he climbed to the summit, placing 70 bolts. This 
stunning achievement was further evidence for the fact 
that the young climbers have not lost contact with the 
quintessence of the sport. The beauty in this deed lies not 
only in the aids Dunn refused to allow himself, such as 
partners or siege climbing, but also in the spontaneity of 
the action. Since the ascent, Dunn has sold all his big wall 
climbing equipment and given up that sort of climbing . 
" When you 've soloed a first ascent on El Capitan," he said, 
" What else is there to do ?" 
Very much worth mentioning is a variation of the Muir 
Route, done in October by Charlie Porter and Gary Bocarde. 
From the bolt ladder leading to the Grey Bands, they climbed 
left to the Shield, a huge, overhanging and apparently blank 
area of rock to the left of the upper dihedrals of the 
Muir. They encountered some difficult aid climbing in this 
area, and placed 35 rurps in a row. Only 24 bolts were 
placed, and a total of seven days was spent on the wall. 
Porter used rurps specially designed to drive better in 
right-angled corners. 

El Capitan's climbing history doesn't consist merely of the 
first and second ascents of the thirteen grade six's on its 
precipices. There have been other ascents worth 
chronicling. 

Solos 
Climbing alone on El Capitan is a different sort of endeavour 
to soloing free climbs with little or no protection. The 
latter gives one a sense of freedom and is usually faster 
than climbing with a partner. Soloing El Cap is a lot of hard 
work, for one man must do the work of two. It's complicated 
and slow, and the only justification is that it is more 
difficult in that it places a greater burden upon the 
individual. But it's not much fun, and tedium rather than 
joy tends to be the dominant characteristic . I made the 
first El Cap solo in 1968, with the ten-day second ascent of 
the John Muir route. A year later, Tom Bauman soloed the 
Nose in six days. In 1971 , Peter Haan made a lone trip up 
the Sa lathe Route, a different sort of challenge because of the 
difficult free-climbing. This was a bold and imaginative 
ascent, being the first time that Haan had ever done a grade 
five or six. He made it in six days. Bruce Carson climbed 
the Integral in five days. We have already mentioned Dunn's 
inspired solo first ascent of Cosmos. And in 1972, Charles 
Porter did the Harding/ Caldwell route in eleven days, with 
three pitches fixed . He climbed through two storms and 
halfway up dropped his bag containing his bivouac gear. 
He bypassed the missing bolts at the bottom by following 
the Madsen/Schmitz/Chouinard/et al. approach up the east 
side of El Cap Tower, traversing over and joining the 
Harding/Caldwell route about halfway up. This will 
doubtless become the accepted way to do this route. 
Porter placed 15 bolts to complete Chouinard 's traverse and 
reach the blank dihedral on the Harding route. Near the 
top he was able to chop some two dozen rivets in order to, 
in his words, "make it more difficult for the next party". 
He also intends to return and ' improve' the route by 
chopping "a lot of bolts" in the middle section. 

Female Ascents 
There has been only one female ascent - that of Johanna 
Marte, who climbed the Nose in 1971 with her husband, Egon, 
and myself. The year before, Elaine Matthews and Chuck 
Ostin swung leads to Camp VI, 600ft. from the top. Here a 
storm forced a rescue. It was nevertheless a redoubtable 
achievement for Miss Matthews, for only one other girl has 
swung leads on a grade six in North America (Beverly 
Johnson, on the North-West Face of Half Dome) . 



Fast Ascents 
Preoccupation with speed can lead to unsafe climbing and 
petty, nit-picking competitiveness. It also often leads to 
heated criticism and arguments on the rock when one 
climber becomes exasperated at another's slowness. In fact, 
it rather poisons the atmosphere. Nevertheless, establishing 
fast times on routes has long been an integral part of 
climbing on El Capitan, and it seems fit to record them, 
though we might deplore some of the results of giving 
speed any status. 
In the late 1960's, Jim Madsen of Washington State, and 
Kim Schmitz from Oregon, dominated the Valley in terms of 
fast and efficient ascents of big routes. Both were 
exceptionally powerful climbers, and they made an 
extraordinary team. In 1967, they climbed the Nose in 
2½ days. The previous best time had been on the third 
ascent, when Roper, Kor and Denny climbed it in only 
3½ days (halving the time of the second ascent party). 
Later, the north-west pair did the fourth ascent of the 
Dihedral Route in 2½ days (fastest previous time: 5 days) . 
This really shook the Valley. It was some time before I 
would even believe it. Madsen and Loyd Price, another 
powerful climber, did the Salathe in 3½ days in 1968. 
Schmitz and Bridwell made an ascent of the Salathe in 
three days. In 1969, Kroger and Davis did the West 
Buttress in three days. And Mead Hargis and John Roskelly 
did the North America Wall in three days. 
Most of the above ascents involved fixing two or three 
pitches the day before the climb started, giving rise to 
questions of style and, to some extent, candour. For one 
thing, it is easier to spread twenty hours of climbing over 
three days than over two. And some climbers are extremely 
liberal in their interpretation of a 'half day': it has a 
tendency to run up to 5.0 or 6.0 p.m. 

Foreign Ascents 
In 1966, Frenchmen Jacques DuPont and Andre Gauci 
made the sixth ascent of the Nose, in seven days. They 
were the first team of non-American climbers to ascend 
El Capitan. They were not well prepared for the route, but 
made up for their inexperience on this type of climb with 
considerable Gallic esprit and pluck. In 1968, the 14th 
ascent of the Nose was made in six days by Argentinian 
Jose Fonrouge, with Rick Sylvester. Later in the same 
year, Mick Burke and Rob Wood made the first British 
ascent, in four days. The Nose was also climbed by 
Austrians Leo Schlommer and Peter Perner, in 1970. 
Canadians Neil Bennett and Gordie Smaill climbed it in 
1969. Englishmen Chris Jones and Tony Willmott made an 
ascent in 1970. 
Smaill has also climbed the Salathe, the Dihedral, the West 
Face and the North America Wall. Of course, in a sense, 
Canadians aren't 'foreigners' to the Valley. Some have been 
returning for years, spending weeks there and making good 
use of their time. 
Chris Jones and Gary Colliver climbed the Salathe Route 
in 1969 (though Jones could really be described as a 
local, having settled in America). In 1970, the route was 
climbed by Englishman Doug Scott and Austrian Peter 
Habeler, in four days - outstandingly fast for a pair on their 
first trip to the Valley. The following year, the well -known 
French climbers, Patrick Cordier and Joel Coqueugniot, 
climbed it, as did a Swiss team consisting of Hanspeter Kasper 
and Toni Holdener, in 1972. Two compatriots of the latter 
pair, Ruedi Hornberger and Tony Lampert, did the West Face 
and the Integral. The North America Wall has had at least two 
British ascents: Bugs McKeith and Ian Wade did it in 1971, 
and Brian Wyvill and Ben Campbell-Kelly in 1972. Also in 
1972, the Wall was climbed by Kasper and Holdener. 
Finally, there was the second solo ascent of the Nose, done by 
Cordier in 1972. 
Clearly, foreigners are no longer finding the Valley so 
forbidding. There was a time when Yosemite had the 
reputation of being a place where it was impossible just to 
come and climb. Besides being hard, the rock was too 
peculiarly Yosemite for climbers from other areas simply to 
arrive and attack with any success. First they had to learn 
the Valley tricks. But they now know Yosemite's secrets: 
the equipment, the techniques, the special problems of the 

Grade Six routes on El Capitan 
Name Date Personel Time Bolts 

The Nose 1958 Warren Harding, Wayne Merry and 47 days t 125 
George Whitmore. 

1960 2nd ascent: Joe Fitschen, Tom Frost, 7 days 
Chuck Pratt and Royal Robbins. 

1969 1st solo zsoent: Tom Bauman 6 days 

Salathe Wall 1961 Tom Frost, Royal Robbins and 9 days t 13 
Chuck Pratt. 

1962 2nd ascent : Robbins and Frost 5 days 
1971 1st solo ascent : Peter Haan 6 days 

Dihedral Wall 1962 Ed. Cooper, Jim Baldwin and 40 days t 100 
Glen Denny. 

1964 2nd ascent: Tom Frost and Royal Robbins 5 days 

West Buttress 1963 Layton Kor and Steve Roper 8 days 21 
1964 2nd ascent : Chuck Pratt and 

Royal Robbins. 

North America 1964 Yvon Chouinard, Tom Frost, Royal 1 0 days 38 
Wall Robbins and Chuck Pratt. 

1968 2nd ascent: Don Lauria and 5 days 
Dennis Hennek 

Muir Wall 1965 Yvon Chouinard and T. M . Herbert 8 days . 30 
1968 2nd ascent: Royal Robbins (solo) 10 days 

West Face 1967 Royal Robbins and T. M . Herbert 5 days . 
1969 2nd ascent: Tom Bauman and 3 days 

Chuck Pratt. 

Heart Route 1970 Scott Davis and Chuck Kroger 9 days . 27 
1971 2nd ascent: Andrew Embick, Roy 6 days 

Kligfield and Jim Dunn. 

Wall of the 1970 Warren Harding and Dean Caldwell 27 days • 300 
Early Morning 1971 2nd ascent: Royal Robbins and 6 days 
Light Don Lauria. 

1972 1st solo ascent: Charlie Porter (via the 10 days 
El Cap Tower start). 

Aquarius 1971 Kim Schmitz and Jim Bridwell 3 days § 70 

Son of Heart 1971 Rick Sylvester and Claude 10 days • c.50 
Wreford-Brown. 

Magic Mushroom 1972 Hugh Burton and Steve Sutton 8 days 50 

Cosmos 1972 Jim Dunn (solo) 9 days § 70 

The Shield 1972 Charlie Porter and Gary Bocarde 7 days . 24 

Zodiac 1972 Charlie Porter (solo) 7 days 65 

This list was compiled at the end of 1972. Symbols: t Sieged ascent, 
t Partially sieged, § Knowledge of rou te from p revious attempts. • On -sight. 

rock forms. Foreign climbers are coming prepared, and very 
fit . They are also very competent. 

The Future 
Although the possibilities for first ascents up natural lines 
are dwindling, there are on El Capitan many options for 
those who want to do something different. One of the most 
obvious is an all-female ascent. More and more girls are 
climbing at very high standards, and the time can't be far off 
when two or three of them will go it alone on the Big 
Daddy. As for soloing, there are eight routes that have not 
been soloed. All will be. And for those who like to go fast, 
the possibilities are infinite. There has not been a two-day 
ascent yet, much less the inevitable one-day one. I don't 
know if any routes will go entirely on chocks, but if 
someone does manage this it would be quite a coup. In any 
case, the number of pitons used can be halved on all the 
routes, which would be better style and would save the 
rock. 

New Routes 
The pickings are getting thin. The west face offers one or 
two possibilities which would not require excessive bolting. 
But the network of routes on the Salathe Wall seems to have 
exhausted the possibilities of anything resembling a natural 
line. There are, however, probably half-a-dozen 
opportunities if one is willing to use over 300 bolts. The 
same is true of the south-east face, with the exception of 
one or two lines that might go with less than 100 bolts. 
The south-east face is quite different from the south-west, 
one significant difference being that things are generally 
worse than they look. This was borne out on the Harding/ 
Caldwell route when Chouinard traversed from the top of 
El Cap Tower to find the promising cracks in the upper 
dihedrals to be worthless. Areas of forbidding rock, which, 
were they on the south-west face, would turn out to have 
more cracks and ledges than one dared hope, prove to be 
indeed forbidding on the south-east face. And to the right 
of the NAW the face is especially grim territory. The 
rock is generally bad and the summit protected by massive 
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blank areas with no significant vertical weaknesses. Crack 
systems and flakes which appear usable turn out to be 
useless or non -existent. The rock improves somewhat as 
one gets very near the East Buttress, but then one is more 
on the buttress than the face. 

One attempt has been made on this area, and another is in 
progress. In the Spring of 1972, I made a seven-day attempt 
on a line just east of the El Capitan Tree. I was surprised to 
find the route overhung for 900ft. At the 700ft. level I was 
40ft. out from the base. I traversed off the overhang and 
thought about it. I had placed 42 bolts out of the hundred 
I had brought. The upper part appeared to demand at least 
another hundred bolts, and I was not prepared, morally or 
practically, to place that many. I came down. To the right of 
this line Charlie Porter has climbed solo for over 1,000ft., 
and has left his gear hanging at the top of a great 'eye' of 
rotten rock. He was last seen looking for a partner. Porter 
has acquired a reputation for being an exceptionally 
brilliant aid specialist who climbs in impeccable style. He is 
not using fixed ropes and the area through which he has 
already soloed has some of the worst looking rock in 
North America (see postscript). 
A line further right, going from the top of a triangular 
pillar, has better prospects. But the ultimate route on El 
Capitan remains to be done: a girdle traverse from the East 
to the West Buttress! 

A General Evaluation 
Climbing on El Capitan has changed a lot since Harding, 
Merry and Whitmore completed the first ascent of the Nose 
in 1958. These changes have taken a while, but their pace 
has accelerated in recent years. For example, the Nose had 
had only four ascents by 1965 - over a period of seven years 
- but there were three ascents in '66, four in '67 and five 
in '68. By 1970, so many parties were doing the climb that 
record-keeping became impossible. The history of the 
Salathe is similar, but even more marked. After the second 
ascent in 1962, there was a four-year wait for the third, 
but there were four ascents in 1969. The first ascent of the 
Dihedral Route was made in 1962, the second in '64, and 
the third in '67; but there were four ascents in '69. From 
'61 to '67, six new routes were established, but never more 
than one in a single year. But from 1970 through 1972, 
six new routes were put up - two each year. 
There are many reasons why climbing activity has increased 
so dramatically on El Capitan in the last five years. First, 
there are far more climbers. In the early 'sixties, a small 
group had Yosemite's walls to themselves. Then the word 
spread that climbers had a good thing, that the real reason 
they were climbers and could live happily as vagabonds 
was that climbing satisfies. Once this truth became known, 
the numbers swelled and everyone wanted to go climb 
a rock. And as the number of climbers increased, so did the 
number of skilled and competent ones, which was necessary 
before the general increase could affect El Capitan. 
Two related things, equipment and technique, now make 
climbing El Capitan easier than it once was, so that more 
people do it. For example, the Yosemite method of big wall 
climbing, speeds ascents and removes most of the brutal 
labour from hauling. In equipment, the copper-head 
(invented by Bill Forrest) has proved a formidable weapon, 
reducing the seriousness of the aid on some existing routes. 
And the use of rivets and aluminium dowels in shallow 
bolt holes has made it easier to cross blank areas. It is 
doubtful whether half of the last six new routes would have 
been climbed were it not for the existence of these methods 
of fast bolting. 
The great amount of information available - the guidebook, 
the topos and the exact pin lists - removes a lot of the 
unknown which arouses the fear that keeps men off walls. 
And on the climbs, pin scars enable orie to follow the route 
easily and place the next piton quickly. Climbers also have 
the knowledge that if they get into trouble the rescue team 
will not fail to get them off. As they see more and more of 
their peers and acquaintances trying and succeeding, or 
failing and escaping unscathed, they come not to fear the 
Cap so much. And truly the challenge of El Capitan has 
always been much more a matter of overcoming fear than 
of overcoming technical difficulties. This is why the ratio of 
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successes to failures on the Nose has always been so high 
(about 8 to 1) : few parties have been stopped by the 
technical difficulties. Climbers now see El Cap's menace as 
largely illusory, and they are right - up to a point. It's 
pretty safe compared to the Himalaya, or even the 
Canadian Rockies. 

But, as it must, the pendulum has swung too far the other 
way. Where climbers once had almost too much respect for 
the Cap, we now have those who seem almost eager to 
climb into trouble so the Park Service can rescue them. 
Regular ascents no longer make the papers, but rescues do. 
There have been few accidents or rescues on El Capitan, 
but several of those I believe to have been due to taking 
the Cap too lightly. One party, which should have known 
better, was rescued from the Nose for lack of water. Two 
parties have been rescued because they weren't prepared 
for storm. Madsen was killed when rappelling with a heavy 
load because he didn't take the elaborate safety 
precautions that a more fearful and respectful climber 
would have taken . McCarthy fell 1 00ft., and pulled a string 
of lightly-placed pins, because he wasn't sufficiently afraid 
to hammer them beyond-doubt-well. It may take another 
death or two to remind climbers that the danger isn't totally 
illusory, that one can fly a long way on a little mistake, 
and that the Cap, like any worthwhile adversary, is best 
approached with a balanced mixture of aggressiveness 
and alertness. 
An unfortunate corollary to the increase of climbing 
activity on El Capitan is the trashing of routes. Haan, on 
his epic solo, found seven bolts on the Salathe in addition 
to the original thirteen. And when he later climbed the West 
Face, he found (and, thank God, removed) six extra bolts. 
Alas for the disappearance of the awe that kept the easy 
bolters from these routes ! 
In terms of world mountaineering, El Cap has, in only 
fifteen years, moved from obscurity to world prominence. 
It is now one of the most sought-after goals, with 
thousands of cragsmen aspiring to climb its walls, 
particularly via the elegant Nose Route and the 
varied Salathe. But although some of the early aura 
has gone and climbers are approaching the Cap with 
more confidence these days, an ascent of its walls will 
always be one of the more life-giving experiences 
a climber can seek. 
Fortune deals the cards in unpredictable ways. She was 
generous in allowing me to witness one of the rare 
formulative chapters in climbing history. In fact I am 
dumfounded by my good luck! 

POSTSCRIPT 
After I had completed this article Charlie Porter returned 
to El Capitan and finished his route between El Cap Tree 
and the East Buttress. Without using any fixed ropes, 
he climbed the 2,000ft. route in seven days and placed 
74 bolts (real bolts - Porter doesn't use 'quickie' 
methods of bolting) . 
Porter says he found some hard nailing, and, judging by 
his other achievements, I see no reason to doubt this. 
In fact he is probably the outstanding aid man in the 
United States at this time. 
But he is more than just an aid specialist, he is a 
connoisseur of the rurp. He knows more about the rurp 
and how to use it than anyone has ever known. He has 

· gotten inside the rurp and is looking out. He is super
sensitive to the dimensions of the blade, down to the 
micro-millimetre, and to its taper and sharpness. He 
is also super-sensitive to every nuance of placement. 
Porter looks with disdain on bashies and copperheads. 
The latter he regards as maleable pitons - tools for 
the heavy-handed. He is an artist, so much so that he 
even carries a pair of vice-grip pliers so that he 
can remove his rurps without damaging the rock. 

SUMMARY 
Yosemite Valley, El Capitan. A factual and critical study of the 
history of cl imbing on El Capitan. Guidebook : Climbers' Guide to 
Yosemite Valley by Steve Roper, published by the Sierra Club. 



EL CAPITAN 
A full colour reproduction (20" x 30") of this giant 
buttress in Yosemite Valley, California. 
U.K. Customers, please send 70p (cheque or P.O.) 
Overseas Customers, please send international money order 
(not cheques) for £1.00. 

obtainable from: 
Ben Campbell-Kelly, 23 Kersal Road, Prestwich, 
Manchester M25-8SJ, England. 

CUILLIN GUIDES 
Rock-Climbing, Hillwalking, Basic and 

Advanced climbing courses. 
For details send S.A. E. to: 

Cuillin Guides, Glenbrittle, Isle of Skye. 1V47. 8TA. 

CLIMB THE BEST ROUTES IN WALES 
In an easy going atmosphere and at whichever grade 
suits your ability. Ideal for beginners and advanced 
climbers alike. £20 per week inclusive of full board at 
Wendy's Cafe. 
S.A.E. to: Harris and Peall, Special Rock-Climbing Courses, 
Caer Mynydd, Deiniolen, Caernarvonshire. 

COME CAMPING. CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURY. Tel. 021-556 0802 
½ mile from M5 & M6 (& M1 from Dec. 71 ). Ample free parking, 

list of routes and street map free and with pleasure. 
(We also have an indoor Ski School). 

Loch Wilson's BUSHGEAR PTY. LTD. 
Agents for GAL/BIER, S/MOND and other 
reputable manufacturers. Trade and 
retail sales throughout AUSTRALIA and 
NEW ZEALAND. 
If you make good gear or want to buy it we are at: 

46 Hardware St., Melbourne, Victoria, Australia. 

A first-class hotel for your club dinner 

ERW FAIR HOTEL, LLANBERIS 
We accommodate many well-known climbers and cater 

for club dinners (A.C.G. 1972). 
Send for tariff and menus to Ian and Vida .Harris, 

Erw Fair Hotel (licensed), Llanberis, Caerns. Tel. 028682.238 

CLOG, TROLL, PECK, MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT, POINT-FIVE, 
TENSON. MOAC. HENRI-LLOYD, KASTINGER, VANGO and 
ULTIMATE EQUIPMENT. Just a few of the top names to be found on 
our equipment at the leading climbing store in North-East Lancash ire. 

J and J Kl RKHAM 9-11 Higher Church Street, Blackburn, 
Lanes. Tel. 0254. 57688 

Old copies of Mountain required. Especially numbers : 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 9, 11 , 14, 16 and 19. Write to: Ultimate Equipment Ltd ., 
Warkworth, Morpeth, Northumberland. 

Mountain back numbers. Andrew Gruft (editor of Canadian Alpine 
Journal) wants copies 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. Write to 
Andrew Gruft, 4467 West 15th Avenue, Vancouver 8, B.C. Canada. 

.-. 

Some people 
need a little to 
do a lot ... 

Some people 
want a lot to 

do a little ... 

ti 

Some people don't know what 
they want or what to do! 

The first group usually know exactly what they need and rely on 
us to supply it. 
The second group tell us what they want and rely on us to supply 
it. 
The people that don't know can also rely on us to get the best deal. 
The benefit of our years of climbing and walking experience used 
to help them select exactly what they need, to best enjoy their 
sport. 
The -e'l\Jipment we charge for - the advice is free. 

CEDTIESPUIT 
40 Woodhouse Lane, Merrion Centre, Leeds 2. 

Tel: Leeds 31024. 

TIE maunT'Rln S&UP 
7 Snowhill, Queens Way, Birmingham 4. 

Tel: (021) 236-6816. 

FIRRH DRUIES 
Ambleside. Tel: Ambleside 2297. 
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cg7te second best's a !Jo/I !JOodnfgfJ: 
and qwclefy tum awqy 
Jim Perrin discusses the climbing and writings of John Menlove Edwards. 
John Menlove Edwards was born in 1910, the youngest of 
four children of a Lancashire vicar, in a small village near 
Southport. His father was obsessively hard-working, serious 
minded and Socialist, a lover of the outdoors who took his 
family on arduous holidays, swimming, rowing, exploring the 
coast and the mountains. During one of these holidays he 
suffered an accident which was to have a crucial effect on 
Menlove's childhood: attempting to break a piece of drift
wood by twisting it in the fork of a tree, he slipped and 
fell badly, sustaining a compound fracture. The injury never 
properly healed, and he remained permanently disabled. For 
two or three more years he tried to continue with his work, 
but was eventually forced to retire, living on his 
clergyman's pension in Formby. At about this time he began 
to suffer from Parkinson's disease, which slowly reduced 
him to a complete invalid. 
Throughout the greater part of Menlove's childhood, his 
mother was the mainstay of the family; she was an artistic 
woman whom Menlove recalls as sometimes weeping at the 
rudeness and unfeelingness of her husband's parishioners. 
The trait of sensitivity in his home life was complemented 
by a continuance of the outdoor activities, although during 
later holidays the children invariably went unescorted, 
Mrs. Edwards being unable to leave her husband. Self
reliance must have become an early habit with Menlove, 
and perhaps only through this was he able to survive so 
long the pressures of his later life. 
He was educated at a preparatory school, from which he 
won a scholarship to a Scottish public school, Fettes 
College. From what little evidence we have, the strictures 
and lack of privacy of his school life made these desperately 
unhappy years for him. Resolved to become a medical 
missionary, a decision the later rejection of which was to 
cost him agonies of conscience, he won an exhibition and 
went up to study medicine at Liverpool University in 1928. 
Menlove started climbing in 1929, in company with his 
brothers, Stephen and Hewlett. He developed quickly and 
the following year made his first new climbs in Wales -
Route V on the East Wall of the ldwal Slabs, the Winter 
Finish to the Direct route on Glyder Fach, and two routes on 
Lliwedd. He visited the Alps that summer, of which his 
brother Stephen has the following recollection: 

We had ... one trip to the Alps, down in Savoy. One 
snowy day the two of us left Menlove in the refuge and 
we walked down to Pralognan to get another ice-axe. 
When we got back it was nearly dark and Menlove was 
missing. He had gone out alone to climb the only 
Aiguille in the district. We went out to look for him, 
only to find him coming home triumphant. I remember 
being pretty fed up, as I was responsible for him and he 
cannot have been more than twenty at the time. 

Those of Menlove's writings which survive from this period 
already show the characteristic insight, the ironic humour, 
and the detached stance, which became so unmistakably 
ingrained into his styl-e: 

Have you ever watched a beginner on the slabs? A most 
instructive little psychological study. He puts his foot 
on a hold which he doesn't like and then does his very 
best to prove to himself that he's right in not liking it. 
He fidgets about but he doesn't suc,:;eed in getting the 
foot to slip off. So he develops a tremor and tries to 
shake it off. Still it stays firm, so in desperation he 
gets on to it, lies flat against the rock, and with a yell 
of triumph pushes. With the right direction of effort 
the mind of man can accomplish almost anything. 

In 1931 he applied that direction of effort to producing 
twenty-two new climbs in Wales, of which several are 
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among the classics of the period. At this time he first 
showed his propensity for methodically working out the 
details of a cliff. (A quality which he shares with Joe Brown, 
whereas the other great pioneer of the 'thirties, Colin Kirkus, 
tended more to the approach of Whillans in the 'fifties and 
Boysen in the 'sixties, picking out one or two supremely 
bold lines on any given cliff.) Men love's routes of this year 
have a more clean, simple and open aspect about them 
than those which he was later to produce; they are good 
climbs in the conventional idiom - the Holly and Flying 
Buttresses of Dinas y Gromlech, Western Slabs and the 
greater part of Lorraine on the Nose of Dinas Mot, Chasm 
Rib on Glyder Fach, the East Wall Girdle and Sub-Cneifion 
Rib in Cwm ldwal, Anvil Cracks on Creigiau Gleision and 
the Outside Edge route in Cwm Silyn. 
Apart from this series of routes, he produced two leads 
which single him out as the most powerful leader of his 
generation. These were the first ascent of the Final Flake 
on Glyder Fach, a desperately overhanging and long 
layback, still fully deserving HVS, which he led in nailed 
boots, and the first unaided ascent of the Flake Crack on 
the Central Buttress of Scafell - another pitch of modern 
HVS. Of the latter, Kirkus wrote to him in the following 
terms: 

It was a most marvellous achievement ... I have 
sometimes thought of it, but I expect I would have 
funked the beastly thing when I got under it. To do it 
straight off without exploration was a marvellous feat. 
Three cheers for the Climbers' Club. 

The abounding impression of Menlove's climbing from this 
time onwards is of power, conflict, and tremendous 
muscular effort. A powerfully-built man, he excelled at 
strenuous climbing; whereas delicate climbing had been 
brought to a fine head by routes such as Hicks's Rowan 
Tree Slabs (HVS), Kirkus's West Rib (HVS) and Langland's 
Javelin Blade (XS), Menlove was one of the first to perfect 
a muscular approach to climbing techniques. He was not 
afraid of steep rock; he was attracted by all that seemed 
most hostile in the natural environment: 

You rock, you heaviness a man can clasp, 
You steady buttress-block for hold, 
You, frozen roughly to the touch: 
Yet what can you? 

From his father, Menlove inherited an obsessive desire for 
work. His capacity for it was enormous, and his need for it 
was perhaps intensified by the alienation he felt from his 
fellows consequent upon two factors: a scrupulous 
conscience in revolt against the Christianity of his back
ground, and a homosexuality with which he never properly 
came to terms. The challenges of Nature were simple 
compared with the difficulties these presented. 
At the end of 1931 he accomplished the first of his feats on 
water, rowing in a small boat through a rough sea from 
Mallaig to Skye. The following year he made the first 
ascents of Grey Slab and Grey Wall on Glyder Fawr; on the 
former his second was a boy of twelve, and of the latter a 
modern expert has given the following assessment: 

This must have been a very fine lead for the day: steep 
and poorly protected without nuts, a long technical 
pitch with some bold route-finding. 

He also made first ascents of the Waterfall Climb on Craig 
Rhaeadr, and the Devil's Buttress on Clogwyn y Geifr. These 
were significant events in his climbing career, representing 
the shape of things to come: the Waterfall Climb with its 
steepness, its wetness (" ... nailed to the rivulet by the 
hand of fear") and its meandering line; and the Devil's 
Buttress with its dankness, looseness and vegetation. The 



following year a whole string of such climbs appeared: 
seventeen new routes on Clogwyn y Geifr alone; two on 
Gallt yr Ogof, the vegetated mass of rock above the 
Climbers' Club Hut at Helyg in the Ogwen valley; four on 
Dinas y Gromlech; and the Bedrock Gully in Cwm Silyn. 
These routes represented a total break with the accepted 
views of what was climbable or indeed worthy of climbing; 
there are odd gems amongst them - North Slabs on 
Clogwyn y Geifr, Pharaoh's Wall on Dinas y Gromlech, 
Jonah's Buttress on Gallt yr Ogof. (The last was so called 
after the party had been ejected from somewhere wet and 
slimy, the line now taken by Brown's climb, Maria.) The 
major part of this output, however, is of poor quality by 
contemporary standards. 

In the Easter of that year (1933), he swam down the Linn of 
Dee; the Linn is a gorge perhaps 100 yards long, forty feet 
deep, and ten or fifteen feet wide, into which roars a 
rather considerable Scottish river, foaming and swollen at 
the time of Menlove's swim by the melting snow. The whole 
event was as carefully considered as such a feat can be; it 
was not a spontaneous act of bravado, and it was 
successfully carried through by bodily strength and 
controlled will. 

The climbs made in 1933 were such as can only have been 
undertaken for the sake of the experience itself: they have 
no aesthetic identity, they were not the projection of a 
personal design upon a particular piece of rock, but rather 
the expression of a personal struggle through the medium of 
more or less any piece of rock, and seemingly the less 
suitable for climbing the better. In the swimming episode, 
the force with which to seek conflict is not passive, but is 
at least constant and still indifferent. 
Both rock and water are hostile yet inanimate forces to be 
overcome by controlled efforts of will. In this attitude lies 
the basis Menlove's 'modernism'. 

Despite this intense physical activity, in the same year he 
passed his final examinations with credit and qualified as a 
doctor. Tragedy, never slow to counterbalance any event in 
Menlove's life, came upon him with the deaths within six 
months of his brother Hewlett in a motorcycle accident, and 
of his father after nineteen years of wasting illness. 
Menlove worked in the Isle of Wight for six months in 1934, 
taking his Diploma of Psychology and Medicine, after which 
he returned to Liverpool, setting up a private practice as a 
psychiatrist; he also worked as a psychiatrist to the 
Liverpool Child Guidance Clinic from this date until its 
closure in 1941. His climbing in 1934 was minimal, and 
from this time onwards his psychiatric work was the 
avowed first love of his life. One does note, however, that 
in 1934 he added a cluster of new climbs to a cliff which 
was to become popular in the 'sixties - the Western Wing 
of Dinas Mot - and that he made a lone crossing at night 
in a collapsible canoe from the Isle of Man to the 
Cumberland Coast. He continued this vein of sea-ventures 
with an attempt in 1935 to row across the Irish Sea from 
Conway; on this occasion he was accompanied by Colin 
Kirkus. They were defeated and exhausted by a gale, but 
it is recorded that Menlove rowed back to Liverpool alone 
after parting with Kirkus at Conway. 

His next adventure on water was also thwarted, not this 
time by natural forces, but by the skipper of a Peterhead 
drifter which came across him, in an old yawl with a 
damaged rudder, miles out from the Scottish Coast and 
hoping to make Norway. The skipper advised him not to 
continue. Menlove told him to mind his own business, at 
which the drifter rammed him and took him in tow back to 
harbour. Menlove carried away from this incident the 

Title: A quotation from Samson - from a footnote to the poem 'Pause'. 
The word 'gay' has modish connotations that did not exist at that time. 
Below: Edwards aged about 35, clearly worn by the pressures of 
his life. He consulted a fellow doctor who wrote " ... you have a kind 
of ruminating, fretting anxiety in the mental realm. I think there are 
a lot of reaction traits which are always a difficulty because they cover 
up the 'wanting' tiny self by a non-wanting attitude to life ... If one is 
aware of the H.S. content and 'suppresses' it, the aggressive
self-preservative impulses are not canalising unless one's plan is going 
well. And no plan goes well unless the feeling and emotional life are 
getting a sufficiently good expression ... What you have to focus is: 
Am I getting enough out of my non-working life" . 

conviction that his friends had plotted to restrain him from 
the venture. 
At New Year, 1936, came the last and most considerable of 
his marine ventures, his feat of rowing across the Minch, 
from Portnahaile on the Scottish mainland, to Harris in the 
Outer Hebrides, and back three days later: forty miles 
across a sea scoured by current and tide, alone in a heavy 
boat in midwinter. There survives a fragment which 
provides clues to his state of mind in undertaking this 
challenge; I quote at random: 

... years of repression had done their work and all 
the way from Achnasheen I sat there in a big ugly 
oilskin and said nothing, stepped out at the end into the 
pouring rain without a word said and resigned myself 
to going alone ... 
... I had come for a silence, for a rest, not for a party ... 
... Watching the people in their Sunday clothes and 
letting my mind stray over a number of wild and sensual 
thoughts that, however, never came to anything ... 
... You see what I mean? I'm not frightened of being 
alone, but I do not like being anything else ever ... 
... But I haven't mentioned yet why I was doing all 
this. The fact is - I can do with very little appreciation as 
for affection, and I had long since realized that if one 
cannot do without what one wants of that sort, one had 
better go hang: but, somehow, all that year, I don't 
know, one thing had come on top of another, and now 
there was nothing for it, one must clear out, get right 
away somewhere, under the stars, and have another 
look at oneself from the angle ... 

Menlove fell deeply in love on two occasions, both being 
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"Triumphs . .. queer places . .. this one ended on the 
Bowling Green. But as we came down we were 
happy . . . full of elation and pride'. Even now more 
than a quarter of a century of existence has hardly 
dulled the surface of those first strong feelings . .. so 
that the downfall afterwards is correspondingly 
great". 
The photograph was probably taken on Lliwedd in the mid 'thirties and the quotation, 
referring as it does to a climb on Lliwedd seems apt enough. 
Photo: Rev. S. Edwards collection. 
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one-sided and unconsummated. The first attachment 
probably ended sometime early in 1935, and at Easter of 
that year he first met Wilfrid Noyce, at that time a 
17-year-old schoolboy. A climbing partnership and a 
friendship evolved between the two: Noyce developed 
quickly as a climber, helping Menlove in the initial 
exploration of Clogwyn y Grochan, and climbing Soap Gut 
with him, a first ascent by the Squint Start. On Menlove's 
side, his affection for Noyce obviously deepened, and the 
rowing venture on the Minch may well have been an 
attempt to reassert what he felt to be a weakening in 
control of the emotional side of his nature. A mutual friend 
of Menlove's and Noyce's makes this comment: 

I knew Menlove was very fond of Wilt, but it was a 
shock for me when Menlove broke down one evening 
and told me that he was "in love" with Wilt. (He may 
have said he "loved him",) I obviously must have looked 
shocked, for he hastened to say that he had no 
intention of "stimulating the physical side". I mention 
this now only to emphasize the difficulty under which 
Menlove was living within himself. Yet, uppermost was 
always the rejection of anything which might do 
anything to harm - at least to harm someone he was 
fond of. He never mentioned t_he subject again, but I 
believe it may have helped him at least to have opened 
up a bit. 

In 1936 the first of Menlove's guides was published -
Cwm ldwal; it remains a classic guide, far more consistent, 
useful and elegant than its successor of the 'sixties. 
Menlove completed it in less than a year, climbing all the 
routes, and working on the text in time snatched from his 
psychiatric work. Much veiled criticism has been levelled at 
Edwards's approach, and in general it has been discarded in 
favour of the more normal approach of programming the 
climber to the route, But, used intelligently, his guides are far 
more informative and useful documents than those bound 
within the hard covers of fact and detail. They suggest, they 
relate, they suit the mood of the climber to the route, and 
that of the route to the climber; above all , they guide, they 
do not dictate, 

After publication of the ldwal guide, he began work almost 
immediately on that to Tryfan, written in collaboration with 
Noyce and published the following year. The pair worked 
from a high camp during the golden summer of 1936. 
Twelve new routes were added by Menlove to the guide
book area, seven with Noyce on this most friendly and 
playful of Welsh climbing grounds. Menlove encouraged 
Noyce's climbing during this holiday, and he emerged as 
one of the most able and stylish leaders of the late 'thirties, 
with routes such as North Side Route and the Scars Climb 
to his credit. A contemporary observer gives this impression 
of their partnership: 

.. . (Menlove was) a climber without especial grace 
(quite different from Wilt) , but immensely strong and 
confidence-giving. Utterly patient, either in the lead or on 
those occasions when he was encouraging Wilt to lead 
a hard climb. Only once near to irritation. Wilt was to 
attempt a hardish climb (I think the Nose Direct on 
Dinas Mot). Not very good weather, and a third person, 
a friend of Wilt's, wanted to tie on the rope, Menlove 
thought a third would slow the party, so as to cause 
Wilt to wait about and get cold , The third person did 
join and all was well, but he was unwelcome. The 
thought of Menlove was all for Wilt's safety, 

During the same holiday, Menlove made a clean lead of the 
Munich Climb on Tryfan, first done by a German party with 
the aid of three pitons. (This at a time when the current 
feeling against their usage had it that "any man who would 
drive a piton into British rock would shoot a fox".) Samson 
has it that: 

It was not so much that Edwards objected to pitons as 
such (indeed, he very occasionally used one), as to the 
weakness in human nature that used them as a way out 
instead of mustering its own resources. He himself had 
no wish to shirk feeling uncomfortable. 

Noyce and Menlove took a holiday in Buttermere in 1937. 
They made one new climb on Eagle Crag in Birkness 
Coombe, and a few days later went over to Scafell to try 



Kirkus's magnificent route, Mickledore Grooves. This is the 
description from Samson: 

They changed into rubbers and roped up beneath a 
dripping overhang. The first two pitches up holdless, 
square-cut grooves seemed hard enough. Then came 
the slab and corner. Nowadays the place is protected 
by running belays and a piton, but not then. The run-out 
was 140ft. They had only a 1 OOH. and 70ft. rope, so 
they tied them together. It was delicate in the wet 
without protection, but all was going well until, at the 
top of the last groove, Noyce moved out rightwards on 
to a turf ledge. Loosened by rain, it gave way, and he 
fell 200ft. clear. The strain came full on to Edwards's 
shoulders, the belay cut into his waist, the rope burned 
his hands. The rather inadequate looking belay they had 
taken did its duty. Two strands of the rope parted, but 
the knot joining the ropes held, so did the third strand -
and so did Menlove, halting his fallen leader a few feet 
from the ground, badly injured but alive. 

Noyce was unconscious and near to death for three days, 
and perhaps only lived through Men love's support: 

There was something immensely powerful (a conven
tional observer, brought up conventionally, might have 
called him a 'weak character' because of his 
'abnormalities', but they would have been wrong) about 
him; and this power was not just physical. The extreme 
instance was at the time of Wilfrid's near-fatal accident 
on Scafell. Firstly, Menlove by his competence and 
strength probably saved Wilfrid's life on the mountain. 
But later, the real test came. Wilfrid was lying 
unconscious and very near to death in hospital. Menlove 
refused to leave his bedside during all this time: and 
I am quite sure that in some way Menlove's support, 
his willing as it were, for Wilfrid to live, was the 
critical factor in that coming about. 

The accident which so badly injured Noyce, (the plastic 
surgery he received at this time gave him the youthful look 
so striking in later life), shocked Menlove badly; much of the 
joy went out of his life. Their friendship was one of the few 
possibilities he had for deep human contact to counteract 
the loneliness and alienation of his position. It was not an 
overtly homosexual relationship on Menlove's part, 
certainly not so on Noyce's, but the two men certainly 
possessed a deep friendship: in Menlove's obituary, 
Noyce records that: 

Under his eye I was made to lead climbs I had not 
dreamed of, but to profit even more from the experience 
of his mature and affectionate loyalty than from that of 
leading. 

The accident to a great extent took them apart; other 
pressures evolved. Menlove's mother came to live with him. 
In his profession, opportunities which should have been 
open to him began to close. His convictions ran against the 
fashionable theories of the time; in direct contact with his 
patients, his humanity and sympathy gained him outstanding 
results, but as a theorist he was not accepted. His poetry 
from this time is his finest, imbued with a desperate sense 
and realization of the way in which the contingencies and 
strictures of self and society and life were piling over him, 
numbing him, and threatening to destroy him, as in this 
image of snowfall : 

It came delicately round me, I stumbled into it, it 
Grew about my thighs, it deepened and deepened to my 

neck, then 
Deepened over me, and the world - I shut away from it. 
Was I to give up, to lie down? No, 
Pushing it aside and thrusting, fighting it, 
But it clings like stuff and coats the back of me, 
And it waits about my head ... 
It is on me like a terror in the night, like a sheet, like 
A thick, like a glove coming over me. 

In August 1938, Menlove took his last prolonged climbing 
holiday, camping beneath Lliwedd and climbing in all 
weathers with many different partners whilst working on the 
guidebook to the cliff. In a month of concentrated activity 
he climbed 21 new routes and variations, many of them at a 
higher standard than anything previously done on the 
mountain; two at least of the routes still merit HVS. As a 

Above: A post-war photo of Edwards in action on Slim Finger Crack 
at Harrison's Rocks. Photo: Nea Morin collection. 

period of intense and methodical exploration it has never 
been bettered on British rock. Its product, the Lliwedd 
guide, appeared the following year; the charm of its 
stylistic idiosyncracies has long been recognized, but much 
of the humour had gone and the ironic twists were no 
longer in evidence; it was the product of a tired and 
unhappy man. 
The war brought to Edwards a deeper sense of alienation. A 
conscientious objector without the acceptable excuse of a 
Christian conscience, he was treated without sympathy by 
the tribunal before which he appeared. Their findings 
epitomize that exclusiveness of outlook which stands for all 
that is most unchristian about Christianity: 

The applicant has unfavourably impressed the tribunal; 
his views are hazy and groping ... has not yet arrived 
at a conviction. He has difficulty in saying what 
conscience is to him ... he says that in the case of 
individual violence he would restrain it by force, but in 
the case of international violence he would leave it 
unrestrained; we think this is to exalt the affairs of the 
body above affairs of the spirit ... We think that he is 
lacking in that element which distinguishes views from 
conscience. 

In 1940 he climbed Brant and Slape on Clogwyn y Grochan, 
twisted and tortuous lines of an order of difficulty which 
still commands respect; in 1941 the committing and 
exposed Central Block Finish on the Milestone Buttress of 
Tryfan. It was in 1941 that the Child Guidance Clinic was 
compelled to close. Utterly isolated and denied even the 
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Above: Edwards and Noyce preparing for a climb on L!iwedd. Photo: Rev. S. Edwards collection. 

fulfilment of his work, Menlove retreated to Hafod Owen, 
a lonely and primitive cottage between Nantmor and 
Nantgwynant. This stage in his life was beyond doubt the 
brink of a long downhill slope. Too much time to brood, 
too little appreciation, too much restraint, took their toll of 
him. He lived at Hafod Owen from June 1941 to September 
1942, writing the interim guide to Clogwyn du'r Arddu in 
collaboration with John Barford. During the production of 
the guide he made the first ascent of the Bow-Shaped Slab, 
unquestionably the finest route of its grade on the West 
Buttress and one of the great rock climbs of Wales. It was 
to remain unrepeated for several years, despite attempts by 
strong parties. 
The major part of his time at Hafod Owen was absorbed by 
his work, and in September 1942 he left to work at the 
Tavistock Clinic and Great Ormond Street Hospital in 
London. The experience was to prove tragic; his 
theoretical work, which had so occupied him at Hafod 
Owen, was virtually disregarded by his colleagues, who 
sought to bring him round to their beliefs. Increasingly 
paranoid, he believed them to be prying into his sexual 
proclivities. He lost contact with old friends, and he lost the 
regular climbing habit. A friend gives this impression of him 
at this time: 

We were at Helyg, and one evening he walked me up 
and down between Helyg and Ogwen, talking, talking 
wildly. It was confused stuff which I hardly understood 
- but it was all involved with his work and the way in 
which "they" in the medical profession were ganging 
together to frustrate him and do him down. He was 
obviously near to breakdown, to madness if you like - I 
could do nothing to help. 

In October 1944 he resigned from the Tavistock Clinic and 
went to stay with his brother Stephen at Staindrop in Co. 
Durham. In January 1945 he attempted suicide by jumping 
from an upper-storey window. He was taken to a mental 
hospital where he stayed for three months. Friends and 
family rallied round, and on his discharge he went to live 
with his sister, Mrs. Hewlett Johnson, wife of the Dean of 
Canterbury. 
He lived on for 13 years: his work was rejected; he 
continued to live in Canterbury, close to his family (his 
mother by this time had taken a house there), but 
completely alone. In 1949 he again visited Wales, climbing 
new routes on Gallt yr Ogof, and on Clogwyn y Grochan. 
On Craig Ddu he climbed Rift Wall, that supremely 
enjoyable and energetic climb now known as Anthropology. 
In company with Michael Ward he climbed the direct 
finish to Langland's Climb on Clogwyn du'r Arddu, the 
best positioned slab pitch in Wales. In October of that year 
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he again attempted suicide and was taken to a mental 
hospital at Denbigh. Released from there, he stayed for a 
while in the Beddgelert district and then returned to Canterbury. 
On the next visit to Wales in 1952 he made several poorish 
new routes on Clogwyn y Bustach in Nantgwynant, a new 
variation on Central Gully on Clogwyn y Grochan, and 
Route of Knobs on Clogwyn y Ddysgl, an impressively 
steep and difficult climb on the right wall of Fallen Block 
Crack. Joe Brown and Dave Alcock, who made an ascent 
(probably the second) of this climb in 1971, thought it a 
difficult, serious and poorly protected route of HVS 
standard . Edwards graded it Mild Severe. For the next four 
years he appeared sporadically in Wales or Cornwall. Peter 
Biven, who saw him climbing at this time, said he had 
never seen any climbing like it for ruthless efficiency -
"hand on hold, move up". Another recollection is of his 
scribbling denunciations in the Bosigran log-book, and the 
next day finding them torn out by protective or outraged 
friends. 
He made his last new climb in Wales as late as 1957, a new 
VS pitch on Clogwyn y Geifr. Riding home on his motor
cycle from Wales that year, he collided with a boy on a 
bicycle. Menlove was badly injured and the boy later died. 
Menlove discharged himself too soon from hospital and 
returned to Canterbury. In a domestic accident he cut the 
back off one hand, severing tendons and knuckles. 
Morbidly depressed about the death of the boy, in great 
pain from his untreated hand, and confused by terrible 
delusions of persecution, he swallowed cyanide on 
February 2nd, 1958. 
Much more could be said: his writings are of great interest. 
Samson makes claims for these which I believe are 
extravagant (" ... one of the most original and exciting 
styles in English prose between the wars ... three or four 
love-lyrics worthy to become permanent in the language."). 
His poems are for the most part derivative, too personal and 
remote, too obscure in image and tortuous in thought to 
communicate much. Only two or three seem to me to 
achieve any measure of success, and the finest of these is 
perhaps 'Now Here We Are, My Sister', quoted from and 
discussed above. 
His prose is perhaps more generally successful; his guide
book writings in particular are the best-considered pieces of 
work ever to have been written for British cliffs. The 
reputation of his imaginative writing rests on two pieces -
the short story, 'Scenery for a Murder', and the essay, 'A 
Great Effort', published in the Climbers' Club Journals for 
1939 and 1941 respectively. The latter is a fine, subtle 
piece of writing on the theme that the greatness of Man 
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I am the man about town type myself and a chap who can 
show sympathy into the bargain. I have a huge 
correspondence and an immense number of friends, and 
that is not just a form of words : they know they're safe 
with me. One of them, a nice lad, immature, sent me this 
the other day. There is no need for me to talk about it, but 
it does show what there is, even in the dullest of us, when 
you've got the tact to bring it out. 
Of course it doesn't do to encourage this sort of thing too 
much, so I wrote and told him I thought it was quite good : 
didn't suit me altogether, brought up in a different trad ition, 
but that I would send it along, see what happened. 
This is it : 

You may say that the whole fuss is about nothing, but I 
counter that, for it may be about nothing at one end, but at 
the other end it is about me. Then if that end is about 
nothing too you must still admit that I complicate that. 
So see me through will you, till I get home again? 
I will start by telling you how the thing began . My mother 
was badly off when I was young, but she didn't sit and 
mope about it as some would . There I was, young and 
screaming, needing everything of the best : who was she 
to have scruples, she says : so she took it, a bit at a time, 
first from one shop, then from another, and left the scruples 
to me. So, as you would imagine, I grew up exuberant in 
body but with a nervy, craving mind. It was wanting 
something more, something tangible. It sought for reality 
intensely, always as if it were not there. For the rest, my 
father was of French extraction and I owe little to him. We 
have little in common, less now perhaps than ever. 
But you see at once what I do. I climb. 
I was nineteen when I started the sport, and just beginning 
to think things out for myself. I was serious, you see. I was 
aware that it was not one of the most immediately useful 
pursuits, but it seemed to fill a gap in my life. After a climb 
my mind would sit still, just sit still for days, quietly 
enjoying itself. Climbing meant a lot to me. 
But just now there've been one or two things which have 
happened to me. I want to tell you about them. I am not 
sure what they mean, so I will give you the plainest 
statement I can. 
I am rather good at climbing, and I was keen in those days. 
In season and out of season: if I couldn't get a cliff I got a 
door or a chimney: if I couldn 't get those I wound one 
finger (I took them in turn) tight as the devil round the grip 
of my suitcase. I put the very best of my energies into it. 
I bore weights. My courage and resistance to fatigue were 
soon colossal. 
So when it was summer, and holidays came round, I felt 
things had worked up for something big. I went to the Alps. 
I loaded myself up, scarpetti, zdarsky sack, bacon fat, a few 
pitons, all the rest of it, and then set out. I was twelve hours 
out, twenty-four hours out, thirty -six hours out, forty-eight 
hours, yes out full sixty hours; and still the giant scarp 
precipice rose foot by foot about me, the last defences, 
hung with ice, high up near the summit of the mountain . 
The sun sank over the shoulder to my right, and as he went 
low down towards the West horizon the majesty of his 
reds rose, swept up over the sky, over still, then they lay 
down, crimson, faint, staining the snows, the mountains in 
the East, the Weisshorn, the Matterhorn - and the beauty of 
the evening was of the greatest assistance to me : shifting 
a little against the pressure of the rope loops in which I 
sat I was able to stare fixedly at it, and forget all else. 
So I ascended my cliff, I got down again, was praised as I 
deserved, and wandering down the valley with the holiday 

now finished, began to let myself be as was now my habit, 
and pack up the energies of my mind against such time as I 
should be able to use them. The sun shone high in his 
heaven. The little flowers ran beside the path . The noise of 
the cicadas rose and fell among the grasses. There was a 
river running down in the valley which made a sound, a 
sound like the streams in the hills where there are many 
streams, by my home. 
Perhaps it was stupid of me. I had not felt quite like that 
for !llany years. 
In the hotel later on it was perhaps understandable that I 
should burst out. It was evening. They were talking off and 
on, talking about nothing, and as I say I burst out. Speaking 
abruptly I gave them a parable. I said, It's the planet 
Neptune I'm talking about, just plain ordinary Neptune, not 
Paradise, because I don't happen to know about Paradise. 
So you see this means you, nothing more, just you. Now 
there happens to be a big spot of rock I said, up there, 
and I must warn you that people are pretty stupid up in 
Neptune, chiefly because they each lived all tied up in their 
own string. And some of them, whom I had wanted to 
mention in particular, some of them had got themselves 
absolutely determined about that mountain . You wouldn 't 
believe it, I said, life or death, use or no use, these people 
had got the habit, and they now spent their spare time and 
all their energies in chasing the clouds of their own glory 
up and down all the steepest faces in the district. And one 
and all they came back uplifted. And well they might, I 
said, for it was amusing that even in Neptune most of them 
made shift to chase themselves pretty safely up the easier 
faces. But anyhow there was uplift, and indeed it was 
observable, both in the resolute set of their faces and in the 
gratification that shone in their eyes. And as I had pointed 
out, this was in Neptune not Paradise, where, it may be, 
there perhaps is nothing else to be done. 
It made a man laugh, I said . 
The people in the hotel said all sorts of things: said I was 
tired. One chap said I'd seen the light. But as to them I had 
to say that I certainly was tired, and that I had seen the light 
often, seen it on the Weisshorn, on the Matterhorn - seen it 
admittedly after certain emotional crises also, glowing on 
the inside wall of my heart. But that meanwhile if that was 
all they had to say then I was not concerned to wait to 
hear the rest of their pronouncements. I was going off, and 
they might go too, but for God's sake let them be frank, 
I said . Let them go to sleep. 
And I took my baggage in hand as a climber can, and 
walked out of the tobacco smoke, followed the road up the 
valley, up the pass, with the white dust on my shoes, 
walked over the frontier, France, and back home. 
When I got back I found a book waiting for me, from the 
shop, a guide I'd ordered . There was a good deal else too, 
nothing special, but there was this too, the little packet laid 
out flat on the table waiting me. I opened it up and found 
just a slip of cardboard. But why I mention it is because I 
saw at once that really there hadn't been any guide in the 
packet at all , all the time. Just a slip of cardboard. 
And because nothing much else happened. 
I settled down and did some work; and still, after a time you 
remember, I still had my father and mother. 
But I thought I would let you know. 

SUMMARY 
First publi shed, in 1937, the short- lived Mountaineering J ournal, of w hich J.M .E. w as the 
editor. An economica l piece of writin g, deceptively simple; conscious li tera ry 
echoes, deliberate use o f cliche, and a certain amount of incidental symbo lism add 
possible depths of interp retation wh ich should not be missed. Th e aspect of pa rody is 
d irected as much aga inst himself as th e general body of climbers, and from a persona l 
point of view thi s is one of th e more in teresting of his w rit ings. J.? . 
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lies not in his strength but his vulnerability; the former is an 
interesting piece of imaginative writing, perhaps the best to 
have been written in the climbing idiom. It is an allegory 
centring round the ascent of a difficult Alpine peak. A 
certain amount in the way of contradictory statements makes 
this a dense and difficult work to penetrate; it has an 
implicit homosexual content. As the two climbers progress 
up the peak (an emotional one, this, as well as the physical), 
so does their partnership grow increasingly under pressure, 
and the wind blows stronger and more chill until , somewhere 
indefinably near the summit, the younger, the beautiful one, 
dies : 

Climbing at this rate we didn't get on much, we didn't 
even keep warm. But we went on steadily, rather desperate. 

His attitude to the mountains is hard to define. His contacts 
with Alpine climbing were inconclusive: the early season 
with his brother, a disastrous holiday in 1935 with Graham 
MacPhee, and talk at a later date of an attempt upon the 
Eckpfeiler Buttress of Mont Blanc, from which his friends 
dissuaded him. 
He disliked intensely much of the mountain romanticism of 
his time : 

. .. take a chestnut, cover it with sugar . .. more, boil it 
in sugar . .. five, six, ten, twenty times its own weight of 
sugar, boil it for two days, no two years . .. you have a 
fine piece of sugar left, but not a chestnut .. . A man's 
feelings are more tender than that, surely. So when a 
fellow produces thick sugar whenever he sees a hill , he 
may protest any fine origin for it that he likes, but most 
of us consider it simply sickening. 

Yet his feeling for the natural environment was real and deep: 
The attraction and beauty of the district have been 
described often and well. The writer cannot linger over 
that. Yet as one who has been shown by ldwal the 
feelings of the hills, their waters, the sky, and the grey 
spread of rock that gathers them, he would wish no 
more than to have place and memory as they have 
been, and to leave the details of action as futile among 
them as indeed they are. 

In the twenty-odd years during which Menlove was 
pioneering routes in Wales, he made 136 new climbs, 
several of them notably harder than, and many quite 
different in concept to, anything that had gone before. His 
was a Promethean struggle against forces which would 
have vanquished a lesser man . He strove to keep control of 
his own emotional nature, to keep his own integrity and not 
impinge upon that of others. There are those who have 
claimed his deeds and his climbs as proof that he did not 
care whether he lived or not ; I think this blatantly untrue. 
They stemmed from a far more positive response to life; 
in those conflicts, he found, paradoxically, his simplicities, 
and his transient peace. By every common standard of 
humanity he was a great man, and a tragic failure. His will 
imposed no design upon the exterior world ; he failed in 
what meant most to him ; yet in British climbing he was a 
signal and seminal figure, one of the greatest we have seen. 
SUMMARY 
A biographica l stu dy of th e li fe, climb ing and writi ngs of J ohn Men love Edwards. For 
furthe r reference see Samson by Geoffrey Sutton and W ilfred Noyce 
( published privately, c. 1960). 



New Books 
Lavish treatment for Welsh heart-land in massive photographic tome. 

Eryri, the Mountains of 
Longing 
by Amory Lovins 
photographs by Philip Evans 
edited by David R. Brower 
Friends of the Earth/ Allen and 
Unwin (U.K.) McCalls (U.S.): 
£10.00 (U.K.) $27.50 (U.S.) 

This is the fifth volume (the 
first to deal with any part of 
the British Isles) in the series 
'The Earth's Wild Places', 
published by Friends of the 
Earth in collaboration with the 
John Muir Institute for 
Environmental Studies. The 
avowed aim of the series is 
"to celebrate the beauty and 
diversity of organic wholeness" . 
The idea of publicizing the 
conservation cause by means of 
large and expensively produced 
books dates back to 1 960 when 
the Sierra Club embarked on its 
Exhibit Format series. Twenty 
volumes have been produced, all 
under the editorship of David 
R. Brower, and it is no 
exaggeration to say that the 
series represents some of the 
finest achievements in the 
fields of landscape photography, 
colour printing and typography. 
Eryri, as the titles implies, is 
devoted entirely to the heart
land of Snowdonia, the high 
mountain area that climbing 
devotees know best. The book 
sets out not only to celebrate 
the subtle beauties of the 
region, but also to put the 
case for conservation . In view 
of the present threats from 
industry in the Snowdonia 
National Park, this is a timely 
aim. 
From the point of view of 
production, Eryri is fully up to 
the high standards set by its 
predecessors in the series. The 
colour reproduction, the quality 
of printing, paper and 
typography are little short of 
perfection , and this may well 
blind the less discerning reader 
into thinking that the book as a 
whole comes up to the same 
high standard. 
The format is an enormous 13½'' 
by 1 O¾", though the editors have 
rarely made full use of these 
dimensions to display the sixty
four colour plates to their best 
advantage. 
Unfortunately, the photographs 
appear to have been taken in a 
very limited range of locations : 
almost half of the identifiable 
views lie in a small area of the 
Ogwen valley and the Glyders 
alone, and hardly give a fair or 
comprehensive impression of the 
character of the mountains of 
Snowdonia . There is an obvious 
lack of correlation between the 
photographs and the text, and 

there is not one meaningful shot 
of any of the sites currently 
threatened by industry. 
The first section of the book 
consists of two 'scene-setting ' 
essays, entitled 'The Mountains' 
and 'Longing'. This section is 
condescending and painfully 
exaggerated, often beyond the 
point of credulity. It cannot fail 
to give a very wrong impression 
of the area, its people and its 
climbers. 
The second section, and the 
main part of the book, is a 
lengthy "interpretation and 
case study" of the problems, 
both domestic and intrustive, 
which face the Snowdonia 
National Park. Mr. Lovins 
divides the problem areas into 
five main categories: the 
dilemma of the residents, the 
pressures of tourism, the dual 
threat from the C.E.G.B. 
hydro-electric schemes and the 
various mining consortia, and 
finally the inadequacy of the 
existing administration . Each 
problem is discussed in some 
depth and various solutions 
are considered ; but there are 
no revolutionary proposals and 
perhaps the real value of this 
study is in its comprehensive 
presentation of problems that 
are usually discussed in 
isolation. 
Mr. Lovins has singled out RTZ 
and its activities in the 
Mawddach Estuary and Coed y 
Bren in for a very long and 
critical examination. In fact, 
publication of the U.K. edition 
of Eryri has been delayed since 
July in order to give RTZ the 
opportunity to add a rather 
petty refutation of the arguments 
against them. Although the 
discussion on RTZ is competent 
and revealing, it does make 
rather dull reading and it throws 
the book so much out of 
balance that one begins to 
wonder who the book was 
written for and whether or not 
its aims could have been 
achieved in a more effective 
way. 
In fact, from the propaganda 
point of view, the Anti-Report 
on the RTZ Corporation , 
produced by Counter Information 
Services, is infinitely more 
effective for a fraction of the 
production costs (it was 
actually distributed free) . 
Perhaps a similar format for 
the meat of the text of Eryri 
would have been more 
successful in drumming up 
grass-roots support and 
campaign money. On the other 
hand, if Friends of the Earth 
wanted merely to publicize the 
threats to Snowdonia and to 
galvanize otherwise apathetic 

people into action, they could 
surely have found a more 
effective and wider reaching 
medium than Eryri. As it is, 
the high cost of the book puts 
it out of the reach of all but 
the American market and the 
better heeled English (or 
Welsh) man. 
One must therefore conclude 
that the primary function of 
this book lies in comforting 
the self-indulgent 
conservationist in his 
unenviable task, and one 
suspects that a much deeper 
and more sympathetic approach 
would have been better 
preferred. Despite the high 
initial promise and superb 
appearance of Eryri, one is left 
with the feeling that this is a 
shallow, insubstantial and 
somewhat misplaced book - a 
literary and photographic 
equivalent of the Sound of 
Music! 
Peter Crew 

A Literary Note 
The author of this book bears 
the candid opinion of himself 
that he is possessed of a 
certain amount of hwyl: now 
hwyl is a purely verbal quality, 
and when committed to paper 
it is apt to look rather silly. 
The book is a sermon, based on 
the text that wild country is 
beautiful and much needed by 
modern man. Yes, very good ; 
but instead of an evocation of 
that beauty, we are dealt a 
good measure of Mr. Lovins·s 
hwyl. It is syrupy, it cloys. 
Mr. Lovins·s style is callow ; he 
pontificates endlessly and 
without humour, in a self
laudatory and aesthetically 
complacent way, about some 
vague and idealized notion of 
beauty. He is obviously root
less, and the roots he attempts 
to establish here have not as 
yet grown to any great depth. 
His scholarship is loose and 
imprecise, with a tendency 
towards making itself obvious ; 
he seems much concerned with 
perpetrating and perpetuating 
myths and misconceptions. 
There are attempts at parody, 
and they are painful ; his 
frequent attempts at 'purple 
passages· also fall flat . 
To a mountaineer, he may cut 
an unfortunately absurd 
figure: " . .. forget the ice 
axe? How could I forget part 
of my hand ." - Carried at all 
seasons, of course, and much 
needed for probing snow
bridges and the like. 
To a discerning reader, I am 
afraid he will appear equally 
absurd; his stagey and 
stereotyped Welshmen become 

tiresome, and his poem "To a 
Poet met in Cwm Dyli" would 
merit inclusion in any 
anthology of bad verse. The 
chosen extracts of poetry and 
prose (with the exception of 
some fine pieces and 
translations by Anthony Conran) 
are singularly bad. That he 
should have chosen three of 
R. S. Thomas·s most abstract 
and insubstantial poems when 
the same author has a wealth 
of poetry truly evocative of 
Wales, is indicative of the 
tone of the book. 
Anyone who wishes to be given 
a deep and sympathetic 
introduction to the area, 
written from a wealth of 
knowledge and affection, would 
be far better advised to buy 
The Snowdonia National Park by 
William Condry in the New 
Naturalist series ( Fontana : 
60p}, and perhaps donate the 
remaining £9.40 to the Friends 
of the Earth to further their 
political activities, which 
latter seem to me eminently 
worthwhile. For those who 
require a superficial gloss, 
let this huge and pretentious 
book suffice. 
Jim Perrin 

A Photographic Note 
To the landscape photographer, 
the publications of the Sierra 
Club/ Friends of the Earth 
organization represent a 
continued striving after 
photographic perfection, 
matched (as is rarely the case 
in more conventional 
publishing) by superb paper 
quality and high printing 
standards. These books have 
become famous as showcases 
for the finest landscape 
photographers - giants such as 
Ansell Adams and Eliot Porter 
- following the long tradition 
of American dominance in 
this field. 
The interest to the climber lies 
in the fact that so much of the 
subject matter has been of 
mountain country, and the 
superb quality of the 
reproduction allows the most 
fickle mountain impressions to 
be recaptured . 
Here, I must confess an interest. 
Some years ago, I presump
tuously offered myself as a 
photographer to the Sierra Club, 
suggesting this very project as 
my assignment . To be given such 
a task would represent to any 
serious photographer a unique 
opportunity to reach for the 
pinnacle of his art. No effort 
would be spared to achieve 
perfection and I certainly 
envisaged a lengthy pilgrimage 
among the mountains in order to 
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New Books 

Super-star reveals prejudices in racy autobiography 

become immersed in their moods. 
Armed with large format 
cameras and limitless patience, 
I felt that a supreme portfolio 
might have been produced. 
The present publication is 
therefore of personal interest, 
and one is more concerned with 
what could have been, rather 
than with what has actually 
been committed to print. 
The authors seem to have been 
at pains to capture the fleeting 
winter lighting that creates the 
marvellous storm conditions so 
typical of the Welsh mood . They 
have been partially successful, 
but this aim has created 
technical problems which they 
have manifestly failed to solve: 
how to capture the fleeting 
moment in dark conditions and 
at the same time do justice to 
the fine detail of the surroundings . 
The problem appears to have 
been tackled with small format 
cameras and alert snap-shooting 
during long mountain walks. 
Some fine photographs have 
certainly resulted from this 
technique, but in the final 
analysis it is a shoddy and 
amateurish way of working and 
an insult to the standards the 
Sierra Club have striven so hard 
to establish. The pictures lack 
the structure, authority and 
perfection that one has come to 
expect in these publications. 
All too often a promising 
situation has been spoilt by 
meagre composition and lack of 
sharp foreground detail, and 
these defects have prevented the 
publishers from releasing the 
full grandeur that the large 
format could have bestowed on 
the finest photographs. 
Throughout the book, the 
technical imperfections of most 
of the photos are embarrassingly 
disguised by the fine printing 
and small reproduction. 
Moreover, their preoccupation 
with winter lighting moods 
seems to have blinkered the 
authors to many of the other fine 
moods and views of Snowdonia. 
Without asking for cliches, one 
would have expected a fresh 
look at Clogwyn du'r Arddu in 
the coppery, late-summer sun, 
the light shafting down into Cwm 
I dwa I, the rugged, trackless 
wastes of the Rhinogs, the 
autumn colourings in Nant 
Gwynant and the cloud 
inversions on the Snowdon 
Horseshoe. In order to do 
justice to the richness of 
season, view and mood, a far 
more thorough treatment was 
required - a matter of several 
years. This was a project worth 
starving for. 
So, reluctantly and with 
considerable chagrin, one must 
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conclude that a unique 
opportunity has been missed. 
This is certainly a fine book by 
almost any other publishing 
standards, and the photographs 
will be tremendously exciting to 
everyone, as they bring a fresh 
level of appreciation to the 
Welsh mountains. By the 
standards already established in 
the series, however, this book 
could and should have been far 
better. The photographers have 
failed to match the perfection of 
production with the supreme 
effort and ability that was 
required of them. 
Ken Wilson 

In High Places 
by Dougal Haston 
Cassell : £2.75 

Bonington, Brown, Whillans, 
Patey - now Haston. In the End 
was the World; in the Middle 
the Media. Hear Haston : "The 
modern climber has come a long 
way on a different road from 
his counterpart of a few years 
ago. Nowadays one must seek 
publicity through the popular 
media of newspapers and 
television. We are still the 
seekers of solitude and far 
away challenges, but we need 
the means to get there." 
Cunning, philosophical Mr. 
Haston! As long as the Hero's 
motivation is unsullied, none 
of the vile mountain commerce 
matters. So shut your mealy 
mouths, you armchair critics, 
and let the Big Three get on 
with the business of planting 
the Double Standard firmly on 
the top of Mount Everest ! 
Haston doesn't like armchair 
critics (although climbing is 
the great armchair sport, says 
the publisher's blurb); in fact, 
he apparently has nightmares 
about them on the North Face of 
the Matterhorn . They have dogged 
his progress from Rock Bottom to 
the Highest Place. Their petty 
judgements are informed by 
jealousy or spite, and whenever 
Haston does anything new or 
controversial, like breaking 
into climbing huts or fix-
roping the Eiger, they come 
"out of their holes" to pester 
him. Such crude rejection of 
criticism is alarming - nothing 
is more likely to increase our 
disenchantment with the 
Professional Elite. 
However, the picture is a 
consistent one, if antisocial. 
Haston climbs so as to "find out 
more about himself", not to make 
friends and influence people. 
Throughout his career he has 
shown an extraordinary 
enthusiasm for hardship, 
exposing himself to increasingly 

severe tests - always seeking to 
enlarge his mountain experience 
in fundamental ways. His eyes 
are fixed on existential not 
geographical horizons. Oddly, 
there is not much reflection in 
the book : we are not told much 
about what the self-seeker found 
out. Indeed, In High Places is 
much more a simple record of 
events than the other recent 
autobiographies. Incidents in 
his life that are not directly 
related to climbing are dealt 
with extremely cursorily : "One 
other significant event that 
year - I finally married my 
girl friend Annie" . In this 
respect, Haston is only being 
consistent ; the paying public 
see "the performance in action ; 
what they can't see is the 
inside of the mind". 
Despite these peculiarities, In 
High Places is not dull. 
Haston's prose is fast-paced, 
economical and well-suited to 
climbing narrative. The text 
follows the usual progression 
from Native Hills, through 
European Alps and Others, to 
Himalayas. Haston is tolerant 
of his Scottish beginnings, but 
scarcely more than that : "Except 
for the Creagh Dhu .. . Scottish 
climbing was a mass of 
mediocrity and pettiness. It was 
full of mountaineers who 
considered their average talents 
to be exceptional". Haston's 
outre social values of that 
period can best be judged by his 
own comment on Robin Smith: 
"Robin found it hard to shake 
the traditions of his good 
upbringing. He vandalized with 
the vandals, but I don't think 
his heart was in if'. However, 
on the positive side: "Lessons 
taught, especially in winter on 
Ben Nevis, remain the true basis 
of the developed skills of 
today" . 

I found the chapters dealing 
with the European Alps the most 
satisfying section of the book. 
Haston's orientation is clearly 
now European ; he finds his 
values and standards with 
Bonatti, Desmaison and Messner, 
rather than with British 
climbers. The Alps are now his 
home and he writes about them 
with respect and enthusiasm . The 
chapter on winter climbing there 
contain8 an excellent ghost 
story and is particularly good . 
The book pushes on through two 
somewhat dull chapters about 
Cerro Torre and Yosemite to 
finish with lengthy accounts of 
Annapurna's South Face and the 
1971 International Expedition to 
Everest. These escapades have of 
course been widely publicized 
and are probably already over
described. Haston adds little 
that is new. He plainly considers 
the differing attitudes towards 
the functions and responsibilities 
of Sherpas to have been an 
important factor in the Everest 
fiasco, and what emerges most 
clearly from the Annapurna 
chapter is the extraordinary 
endurance of Whillans and 
Haston at high altitude and the 
superb support given them by 
Bonington, so maybe there's 
something to this Big Three 
thing after all. 
Robin Campbell 

and now in Sheffield ! 

DON MORRISON 
MOUNTAINEERING 
EQUIPMENT 
343 London Road, Sheffield. TEL 0742.56018 

WE ALSO STOCK SECOND-HAND MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 



Letters . 
Don't be mean to Maestri I 
Mags rapped for tame criticism. 
The Maestri Interview 

from Warren Harding 

Bravo Cesare! The man of the 
mountains had some good 
answers for the Penthouse 
Pundit! 
Yours etc., 
Warren Harding (California) 

from James Monkfield 

Dear Sir, 
Not being a brilliant climber 
and never leading at a 
particularly high standard, I 
felt that your interview with 
Cesare Maestri (Mountain 23) 
was rather deplorable. You 
seemed to have the sole 
intention of trying to make 
Maestri insult you when you 
were in his home and he was 
entertaining you and the other 
members of your party. I 
consider that the way you 
went about the interview was 
too vindictive. 
While I myself will never, I 
hope, be motivated to put a 
bolt into a route, I have done 
various routes that have had 
bolts in . Furthermore, in 
Yosemite, bolt aid and 
protection are commonplace, 
and in your past interviews 
with other proponents of this 
technique you haven't found it 
necessary to be so vindictive. 
Yours etc ., 
James Monkfield (Leeds) 

When we interviewed him, 
Maestri had recently been 
involved in a climb that caused 
widespread criticism throughout 
the climbing world, and it would 
have been remiss of us to have 
failed to question him in detail 
on this. 
When we interviewed Royal 
Robbins we probed his 
motivation in the same way, 
questioning his reasons for 

repeating and trying to erase the 
Wall of the Early Morning Light. 
It is well known that it has 
always been our policy to be 
critical of the validity of the boll 
in climbing. Editor. 

Advertising in Climbing 
Magazines 

from the PI T Asst. Warden 
Peak District Nat. Park 
Dear Sir, 
May I please be so bold as to 
criticize the Press Staff of the 
periodicals covering the 
general mountaineering scene, 
who, in my opinion, are 
pandering to the manufacturers. 
One has only to read their so
called write-up of surveys on 
equipment, which are so 'middle 
of the road' and full of 
superficialities. Reading their 
superlatives one is given the 
impression that we are being 
honoured by being permitted to 
purchase these items. 
Unfortunately too many 
periodicals rely on their 
advertisers too much to offend 
them with an honest report on 
their products and prices. 
We are at the moment going 
through an outdoor activity 
boom, sponsored by the Sports 
Council and Education 
Authorities, and there is no 
doubt about the fact that the 
manufacturers are 'jumping on 
the band wagon'. The price of 
equipment today is so 
ridiculously high as to be 
nothing more than bare-faced 
robbery, and directly results 
in the mass of people in the 
hills today being ill-equipped. 
The manufacturers' choice of 
advertising leaves much to be 
desired ; is the nude female form 
really necessary? Are they 
selling sex or rope? 
Yours in safety, 
Frank Leeming (Derby) 

CHRIS BONINGTON 
lectures on the British Expedition's latest 
attempt to climb the South West Face of 
Everest. 
The Windsor Hall, Northgate, Blackburn. 
Thursday, 22nd March, 8.00p.m. 

Tickets 60p available from: 

J and Kirkham, 
Mountaineering Specialists, 
9-11 Higher Church Street, Blackburn. 
Tel. 57688 

BERGSAC 272 

Manufactured from Topspan or 
9oz. proofed nylon in colour red. 
The sac is designed to attach to 
most frames, but specifically 
designed for the Berg Mach 1 and 
2 frames. The flap has a large 
zipped external pocket 14" x 8" 
x 3". Inside the flap is another 
zipped pocket. The sac may be 
reduced in size by internal lacing 
for use on shorter expeditions. 
It is complete with padded 
tubular shoulder straps, waist 
strap and ice axe loop. 
Attachment to all frames is by 
means of the top loops. 

HEIGHT 24 Inches 
WIDTH 15 Inches 
DEPTH 9 Inches 
PRICE : £8 .50 

OUAUTY EOUIPMENT 

MACH 1 AND 2 FRAMES 

An anodised coated alloy frame 
of 2 vertical and 3 horizontal 
tubes combines lightness with 
rigidity . Designed so that the sac 
can be attached at two different 
levels and fitted with tubular 
padded harness. The MACH 1 
has a webbing waist strap and is 
5ins. shorter than the MACH 2, 
which extends below waist level. 
A shaped and padded hip harness 
fitted with adjustable straps is 
standard with the MACH 2 frame . 
The straps of the hip harness are 
designed so that a proportion of 
the weight may be carried on the 
hips, so easing the load on the 
shoulders. This weight transference 
may be effected without taking 
off the frame. 
HEIGHT 31 Inches 
WIDTH 15 Inches 
WEIGHT 2 lbs. 1 lozs. 
PRICE: MACH 1 £6.96 
PRICE: MACH 2 £8.90 

Jh\l ASK YOUR LOCAL STOCKIST FOR 
DETAILS OR WRITE DIRECTLY TO: 

8€R6HJlllS 
OF NEWCASTl.E 

Berghaus Limited, 
34 Dean Street, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 1. 
Telephone: 22139 
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mountaineering 
equia111ent 
suppliers 
The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Odin Equipment Company, 
P.O. Box 12, Toowong, 4066. 
Victoria : Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428. 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty. Ltd ., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. 

CANADA 
Calgary, Alberta 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensinton Road, N.W., 41 . 
Tel. 403.283.5551 . (C) (M) (S }. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
ABC of Canada, 
1822 West 4th Avenue, 9. 
Tel. 604.731 .4018. 

EIRE 
Dublin 
Mountain Eire Enterprises, 
22 Sandymount Green, 
Sandymount, 4. (C) (M) . 
Tel. 01 .694983. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Oscar A. Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Street, 1. 
Tel. 74.646. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S} . 
Tel. 0224.20157. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S} , 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Bangor 
Arvons, 
216 High Street. 
Tel. 0248.3849. 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
High Street. 
Tel. 024.882.401 . 
Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S) , 
7 Snowhill, Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. 
Birmingham 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd . (S} , 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27 / 29 Martineau Square. 
Tel. 021.236.9383. 
Blackburn 
J and J Kirkham (C), 
9- 11 Higher Church Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688. 
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Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S) , 
117 Bradshawgate. 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
71 a Godwin Street . 
Tel. 0274.21998. 

Brighton 
Sports and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road . 
Tel. 0272.311157. 

Broughton-in- Furness, Lanes. 
Mountain Centre, 
Brade Street. Tel. 461 . 
(open until 8 p.m.) 
Buxton 
High Peak Outdoor Centre, 
22 High Street. 
Tel. 0298.5824. 

Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham (M) (S), 
Mountain Centre. 
Tel. Capel Curig 232. 

Cardiff 
U.D.A. Mountaineering, 
52 Cowbridge Road East, 
Canton. Tel. 0222.22710. 

Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1 098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01.688.2667. 

Darlington 
J . Clementson (Darlington) Ltd ., 
29 High North Gate (C) . 
Tel. 0325.2390. 

Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 
Derby 
Prestidge (S), 
350 Normanton Road . 
Tel. 0332.42245. 

Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. 
Tel. 03Q2.67755 (C) (S) . 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) , 
Tel. 0382.24501 -2. 

Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso (M) , 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031 .556.1723. 

Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S), 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street . 
Tel. 0392.76421 . 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245. 
Glasgow 
Greaves (S) , 
23 Gordon Street . 
Tel. 041 .221.4531 / 2. 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports (S} , 
47 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Groombridge: Sussex 
Terry's Festerha u nt, 
Main Street (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) . 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524. 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain CraffShop (C} , 
5 New Road. -
Tel. 0524.66610. 

Leeds 
Centresport, 
Frank Davies, Dave Clarke, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0532.33045. 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S) , 
1 05 London Road. 
Tel. 0533.25235. 

Leigh-on-Sea, Essex 
Mountain Safety Research, 
35 Progress Road. 
Tel. 0702.523262. 
Mail order only. 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S}, 
73 Bold Street, 1. 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 
London 
Pindisports (S) , 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01 .242.3278. 
London, Acton. 
Pindisports (S), 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01.992.6642. 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd ., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel 01 .723.5252. 
London 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd . (S) , 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01 .839.1722. 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S) , 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 . 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C) , 
15 Station Road . 
Tel. 061 .748.6408. 

Manchester, Eccles 
J . & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
112 Liverpool Road. 
Tel. 061.789.6044. 
Manchester 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
211 Deansgate 2. 
Tel. 061.834.7278. 
Manchester 
Y.H.A . Services Ltd . (S), 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. 
Tel. 061 .834.7119. 
Mansfield 
W. Slack and Sons, 
38 Rosemary Street . 
Tel. 0623.24449. 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parad e. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S), 
227 / 229 Westgate Road . 
Tel. 0632.23903. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.22139. 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S }, 
1 Canning Circus . 
Tel. 0602.47230. 
Oakham: Rutland 
Sport and Leather, 
Market Place. 
Tel. 0572.2123. 
Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn . 
Tel. 0705.29410. 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793. 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
Mountaineering Equipment, 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.56018. 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Base Camp (C) , 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061 .480.2945. 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros. (C) (M) (S) , 
35 Market Place. 
Tel. 021 .556.0802. 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S), 
Tel. 021 .553.1670. 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0902.27012. 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 



UNITED STATES 

Arizona: Flagstaff, 
Grand Canyon 
Village Sports Den, 
7 N. Leroux, 86001 . 
Tel. 602.774.2271. (C) {M) (S). 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave ., 
94705. (S) (C). 
Tel. 415.548.1371. 

California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. (C) (M). 
Tel. 408.374.7777. 

California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714 444.A 16-2. 

California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd ., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S) . 

California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd ., 90631. 
(C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 213.691.5919. 

California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.934.2423. 

California: Palmdale 
Dan's Skiing and 
Mountaineering Shop, 
38600 North Sierra Highway, 
93550. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 805.947.5755. 

California: San Diego 
San Diego Ski Chalet and 
Mountain Shop, 
4004 Sports Arena Blvd ., 
93401 . (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 714.224.3439. 

California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews Sports, 
840 B Street, 92101. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 714.232.2167. 

California: San Luis Obispo 
Mountain Sports, 
858 Higuera Street, 
93401 . (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 805.544.7141. 

California: Santa Maria 
Mountain Transit Authority, 
223 So. Broadway, 93454. 
Tel. 805.922.8271. (C) (M) (S). 

California: Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 
91356 (C) (M) {S). 
Tel. 213.881 . 5111. 

California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
Chouinard Equipment Company, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.3528. 

Colorado : Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 
80302. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 303.442.8355. 

Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 
80517. Tel. 303.586.2492. 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
118 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M). 

Idaho : Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
302 N. Jackson, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 

Idaho : Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122. 83353. (S). 
Tel. 208.726.3808. 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue 
02215. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 617.254.4250. 

Massachusetts: Hadley 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
Route 9, Amherst/ Hadley Lin e, 
01002. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 413.253.9504. 

Massachusetts: Wellesley 
The Mountain Shop, 
189 Linden Street (C) (M) (S) . 
02181. Tel. 617.237.2645. 

N.H: North Conway 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
Main Street, 03860. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 603.356.5433. 

N.H: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 603.745.2767. 

New York: Ardsley 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
725 Saw Mill River Road, 
10502. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 914.693.6160. 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, N.Y. 12561 . (S). 
Tel. 914.255.1311 . 

Vermont: Ferrisburg 
Dakin's Vermont, 
Mountain Shop, Rt. 7, 
05456. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 802.877.2936. 

Virginia: Oa kton 
Appalachain Outfitters, 
2930 Chain Bridge Road, 
Box 11, 22124. (C) (M) . 
Tel. 703.281 .4324. 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
5501 Roosevelt Way, N.E., 
98105. 

Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 
99220. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 509.328.5020. 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. (C) (M) (S). 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 . 

WEST ROSS CLIMBING SCHOOL 
Rock, Ice and Mixed climbing courses, beginners and advanced, 
January to October 1973. Climb classic and new routes in 
Strathcarron, Carnmore, Torridon, Applecross and Skye. Accom 
modation inclusive. 
Brochure from: West-Ross Climbing School, Achnashellach, 
Wester Ross, Scotland 

REACH THE 
SUMMITS 

The Austrian Alpine Club 
owns over 600 huts in 

the Austrian Alps in which 
members receive a 50% 

reduction on accommodation 
and preferential allocation; 

meals are available. 
Mountain rescue insurance 

for Austria is included 
in membership and is 

available at a supplementary 
fee for those climbing 

elsewhere. The Club organises 
hut-to-hut tours, rock 

and ice courses ied by qualified 
guides, and several special 

arrangements including 
independent touring 

for members planning their 
own routes. 

For fiirther details -
send off the coupon. 

r-· -----:-, I The Austrian Alpine Club. 
Wings H ouse, Welwyn Garden City, H erts . I 

Telephone: Welwyn Garden 24835 

I Name........................................................................................................................ I I Address.................................................................................................................. I 

LI ················ xuSiR1ANAiPiNiCilliij·····················~ ! 
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If its not 

REMOTE 
our people aren't interested 

Climber's air fares 
Alaska and Yukon (Whitehorse) £160 

Delhi £160 Kabul £150 Greenland £98 

30 Day Expeditions 
all inclusive prices with air-travel etc. 

Hindu Kush £325 
Yukon from £290 

(rock-climbing or hill-walking) 
Greenland £220 
Himalaya £350 

Iceland (hill-walking) £110 
Alps £135 

(two weeks ski-mountaineering) 

For details write to: 

Ian Rowe, Exploration and Travel Ltd . 
241 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow S.1. Scotland. 

The Bernina Jacl<et 
LIGHTER AND LESS 
BULKY THAN A DUVET 

---A NEW PDINTFIVE 
LIGHTWEIGHT 

I 

The new Bernina Jacket is a useful addition 
to the Pointfive range of Down clothing . Its 
versatility makes it an ideal garment for many 
outdoor activities. So light and compact to carry, 
yet the good quality down filling ensures more 
than adequate warmth in most conditions. 
For the mountaineer, it provides that vital extra 
layer of warmth when worn under an anorak 
or weather coat in severe conditions. 

The pockets are a special feature, attached on 
three sides leaving a slit on the outer side to 
form an additional hand warming pocket. 

Plain Nylon 
cover, Duck 
Down Filling, 
Simple Quilting, 
Hood available. 
Double ended 
zip fastener and 
press stud flap. 
Carrying bag. 
Colour: 
Light Blue. 
Weight : 
Approx. 18ozs. 
(40" size). 
PRICE: £12.90 

• IMPROVED 1973 RANGE OF DUVETS 
* FRENEY _ This popular top quality duvet is now 

lighter and covered with Ripstop nylon. 

* BRENVA _ Now made with pockets and a detachable 
hood. A popular low priced model. 

Available from all Outdoor Equipment Specialists. 

THE SOUTH-WEST FACE OF 
EVEREST 
An illustrated lecture by: 

CHRIS BONINGTON (Pindisports technical advisor) 
and members of the team. 

LON DON Royal Festival Hall JAN 26th 
JAN 24th BIRMINGHAM The Town Hall 

details from: 

PIN DISPORTS 
14 Holborn, London E.C.1 . 

01 .242.3278 
27 / 29 Martinea u Square' 
Birmingham 2. 021 .236.9384 

Glasgovv Climbers 

Get to the top w ith top equipment 
made by the top names: 
SALEWA, STUBAI , 
KARRIMOR E, DACHSTEIN, 
INTER -ALP, KASTINGER. 

EXPLORATION & TRAVEL l-li;h;ange...!!porfs 
5 - 7 Dalmally Street, Glasgow (off Maryhill Road) 
tel. 041 .946.9200 



I H~-#aJU'M I Polar Suit. 
A new and better way of dressing 

-for climbers and ramblers! 
These garments combine comfort and warmth with 
full freedom of movement when climbing or walking 
in the hills - even in driving snow and temperatures 

far below zero. 
The Helly-Hansen Polar Suit replaces the many 
layers of clothing previously used in low tempera
tures. The soft pile is worn next to the skin and re
sults in an insulating layer of air which provides 
healthy and dry warmth. If worn underneath wind
and waterproof outer clothing, it keeps the wearer 
warm under the most severe conditions without 
restricting his freedom of movement. Moreover it is 

extremely hardwearing and durable. 
Helly-Hansen Polar Suits are available as One

piece Suits, Pullovers, Jackets and Trousers. 
Helly-Hansen Fibre Pile Socks and Mittens 

with the same outstanding warmth properties 
complete the outfit. 

The Helly-Hansen Fibre Pile garments are 
the obvious choice of all who want to 

be warm and comfortably dressed. 

,.,., "~ -,rlJIIJ'M ·-·-· I _b~ n J 
- - of .Vorway 

Polar Suit 
Helly-Hansen (UK) Ltd. 
12, Ronald Close 
Kempston , Beds. 
Tel.: Kempston 2611 

47 



48 

TIMBERLINE TENTS 
combine comfort with 
real protection. 
A revolutionary design concept in 
super materials-look at the guying 
-the inner erects with the outer -
want to know more? 

Ask your dealer for a leaflet. 

~ 



Goto 
Go to the L D Mountain Centre for 

the North East's most extensive 
selection of top-quality, top-efficiency 
mountaineering equipment of every 
type. Go too for specialist advice, 
dependable after-sales service, expert 
mountain and rock climbing 
instruction, and a wide range of 
equipment for associated outdoor 
activities including canoeing, ski-ing, 
fell-walking and camping. Go soon! 

(If you can't go in person, write to 
the address below for 
comprehensive catalogue. t 

The Bivouac 
for mountaineering 
equipment 

THE BIVOUAC 
56 North Parade, 
Matlock Bath, Matlock, 
Derbyshire. DE4 3NS 

tel. Matlock 3750 

NORTH WALES 
Shift Production Supervisor Required, with experience in 

either Blow Moulding or Rotational Casting 
of Plastic Products. 

Contributory Pension and Life Assurance Schemes. 
Removal Assistance. Modern Purpose Built Factory 

at head of Ogwen Valley. 

Apply: A. L. Vang rove - Production Manager, 
Hi-speed Plastics Ltd., 

Llandegai, Bangor, LL57 4HS, 
North Wales. 

pwith 
BOOTS/Scarpa, Trappeur and Galibier. 

CLIMBING HARDWARE & ROPES/Stubai, Cassin, Salewa, 
Grivel, Interalp, Clog, Edelweiss and Edelrid. 

DOWN CLOTHING & SLEEPING BAGS/Mountain Equipment, 

Point 5, Montcler and Fairy Down. 

RUCKSACKS/Karrimor, Millet & Berghaus. 

WATERPROOFS & JACKETS/Helly Hansen, Henri Lloyd, 
Grenfell and others. 

Incidentally don't forget our Skiing and 
Canoeing Equipment... there's just no end to it! 

~- -
Mountain 
Centre 

i 34 DEAN STREET 
. ~~NiWCASTLEUPONTYNE,NE11PG 

1/1/ •~ TELEPHONE 22139 

• I 

High quality climbing equipment available at com
petitive prices - Crackers, Chocks, Ny-Chocks, Pegs, 
Elevators, Harness, Bandolier, Ice Axe, 
Terrordactyl, Snow Anchors, Etrier, 
Tape and Wire Slings, Llamawear 
Insoles and Closed -Cell Mats. 
Indoor Climbing Walls - details on 
request. 
Write for catalogue to: 

Derek Gamble, Peck (UK) Ltd., 
Barnsdale Hall, Oakham, Rutland. 
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A New Climbing Shop in Portsmouth! 
The top makes at competitive prices! 

Force Ten Tents Sleeping Bags MOAC chest harness £3.95 
complete with ridge poles Point Five Mountain Ripstop £25.30 Whillans sit harness £5.10 
M K5 ST (weight 19 lbs) £36.75 Point Five Orion £21 .20 MOAC belay gloves £1 .40 
M K4 ST (weight 16 lbs) £31 .20 Point Five Pennine £16.95 MOAC Gollies (size 3-11) £6.60 
M K4 LW (weight 12½Ibs) £33.75 Point Five Lightweight £16.60 Rope Bavaria 150ft, 11 .5mm £19.81 
MK3 FW (weight 7½Ibs) £34.80 Point Five Snow Cap £13.95 Viking Rope No. 4, 150ft. £11.03 
M K3 LW (weight 10 lbs) £28.50 Freney Ripstop Duvet £24 .70 Kern mantel 150ft., 11 mm £13.10 
MK2 LW (weight 7 ½lbs) £24.90 Brenva Duvet £18.90 Peck Ice Axe 21 "x 24" £9.75 M K2 FW (weight 5 lbs) £29.95 Ajungilak: Igloo £15.60 

Terrordactyl Axe £9.75 Nanok £24.90 
Polaris £22.00 Terrordactyl Hammer £9.75 

Optimus Petrol ½pt. £6.94 

Karrimor Rucksacks Simond Karabiners 4,500Ibs 

Annapurna Sack 
Colour Snap £1.09 Silver £1 .00 

£8.40 Colour Screw £1.33 Silver £1 .25 
Alaska pack £6.50 Silva Compasses 

Orienteer Sac £6.25 No. 5 93p 
Totem Senior Nylon £9.20 No. 7NL £1.02 All orders post paid. 
A3 Frames £3.25 No. 2 £2.28 

Money back guaranteed K2 Frames £4.90 No.3 £1.53 
Totem Frames £3.98 No. 4 £2.12 

Access, or Barclay Joe Brown Nylon with No.15T £3.80 
pocket £11.80 No. 15TD £4.50 Paybonds welcome Don Whillans Alpiniste £8.70 No. 15TDCL £4.95 

THE TRICORN, PORTSMOUTH 
tel. 0705.29410 

Winter 
Mountaincran 

One-week courses are being held at 
Pen y Pass youth hostel in Snowdonia 
until the end of March. There will be a 

maximum of 3 or 4 pupils per instructor. 

Rock climbing 
After the end of March, rock climbing 

courses will begin again, in three grades: 
beginners', intermediate and advanced. 

Please write for further details and dates. 

YHA Adventure Holidays 
Dept M731 

Trevelyan House, St Albans Herts. 
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,,;._,ith impressive colour slides and support by members from the 
British South West Face Expedition are to be held at the following 
venues. 

CENTRAL HALL, LIVERPOOL 
Monday 15th January 1973 7.30 p.m. 

Tickets from Cosmopolitan Box Office, St. Georges Way or 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 54 Hanover Street. 

ALBERT HALL, NOTTINGHAM 
Wednesday 17th January 1973 7.30 p.m. 

Tickets from Clement Pianos, Derby Road or 
Blacks of Greenock, Shakespeare Street. 

COLSTON HALL, BRISTOL 
Monday 22nd January 1973 7.30 p.m. 

Tickets from Colston Hall or 
Bryants Outdoor Centre, 41 Colston Street. 

CITY OVAL HALL, SHEFFIELD 
Monday 29th January 1973 7.30 p.m. 
Tickets from Wilson Peck, Leopold Street or 

Blacks of Greenock, 16-20 Corporation Street. 

FREE TRADE HALL, MANCHESTER 
Wednesday 31st January 1973 7.30 p.m. 

Tickets from Forsyth Bros., or Blacks Outdoor Centre, Deansgate. 

Tickets for all Lectures are 30p., 50p. and 70p. 
Party Terms are available. 

D•Blacks 
of Greenock 



TREKKING HOLIDAYS 
IN THE HIMALAYAS 

WALK INTO A NEW WORLD 
OF BREATHTAKING BEAUTY AND ADVENTURE! 

DEPARTURES: 10th, 24th March ; 21st April; 5th, 19th May; 2nd, 16th June; 
8th, 22nd September (accord ing to destination) 

16 DAYS INCLUSIVE AIR - INDIA SCHEDULED FLIGHTS. 

KASHMIR 
From £278 

KULU 
From £275 

NEPAL 
From £313 

The scenic beauty of meadows, carpeted with wild flowers, 
leading to dense forests studded by sparkling lakes and crowned 
by towering mountains defies the imagination and has to be seen 
to be believed. 

Kulu Valley, situated 300 miles north of Delhi, is the ideal place for 
those seeking to get away from the pressures of everyday life. It 
provides a real opportunity for enjoying the incomparable peace 
and grandeur of the majestic Himalayas. 

Nepal is a land of sheer enchantment and awesome majesty. It 
abounds in variegated scenes of placid lakes, turbulent rivers, green 
dales and wild woodlands which are overlooked by the highest 
peaks in the world. 

For Cox & Kings' free colour brochure giving full details of Low 
and High Altitude Treks, complete and send coupon below: 

r-
1 

-~-------- 7 

I 
I 
I 

TO: COX & KINGS 

15 Charles II Street, 
Haymarket, London, S.W .1. 

Tel. No. 01-930-3333 

NAME ........ ....... ... ... ... ......... ..... .. .. .. ..... ......................... . 

ADDRESS .......................... ..... .. ... .... ... ... .. ........ ........ ... . 

Ref : M. 

L-------

[IJ 

I 
I 
I 
I 

J 
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QUALITY EQUIPMENT 

B6R6H11US 
OF NEWCASTLE 

52 

Supremely strong and light · 
weight rucksacks, made from 
top-quality TOPSP AN; an 
immensely durable material 
of nylon mesh , sandwiched 
and laminated between two 
sheets of PVC. This material 
remains supple in sub-zero 
temperatures, is completely 
waterproof, acid , rot and 
te<ar resistant. 

BERGHAUS LIMITED 
34 DE A N STREET 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 1 
TELEPHONE 0632 22139 

BERG 172/STANDARD 
Available in Blue and Red. 
The harness straps are 
tubular nylon, padded and 
attached to the sac with 
stitching and riveting in an 
extremely strong fashion . All 
seams are double sewn and 
bound. The sac features a 
laced flap to prevent wind, 
rain or snow from blowing 
into the sac. It is designed as 
a day/climbing or Outdoor 
Activities Centre Sac. 

£5·90 

BERG 172/SPECIAL 
This sac has the addition of 
crampon ' D ' rings on the flap 
and a pocket sewn on to the 
inside of the flap. A holster 
is provided to take a piton 
hammer. Available only in 
Orange . In all other respects 
as the BERG 172 Standard. 
HEIGHT: 23 ins. 
WIDTH : 16 ins. 
WEIGHT: 26 ozs. (standard) 
WEIGHT: 28 ozs. (special) 

£6·75 



Whillans Seat Harness 
Perfected on Annapurna, 
proven on Everest, Cerro Torre 
and every British crag. Nylon 
web throughout. Fitted with 
equipment loops and holster 
tabs. State waist size. 
Price £5.10. Postage Paid . 

Hutchinson "Dolomite" 
The design and fit of this 
duvet is excellent. Insulation 
without excess bulk is 
obtained from a good loft of 
duck down filling. Proofed 
1.5 nylon shell. A realistic 
price at £14.40. Total weight 
30 ozs. Colour Chocolate. 
State height and chest size. 
Postage paid . 

A gear and clothing leaflet is 
now being mailed to our 
postal customers. Write for a 
copy now as the special 
prices are for a limited period . 

Photo centre of Eric Jones on Cerro Torre 
by Leo Dickinson 
All equipment by Ellis B1igham 



Fisher 
POSTAL SERVICE 

Borrowdale Road, Keswick 
Tel: 72178 

The New 'Tenson' 
Jacket for Winter. 
Lined throughout 
with fleece lining, 
detachable and 
fully waterproof. 

Send for one on 
Seven Days 
Approval. 
We post anywhere I 

Price £24 

THE TENSON JACKET 
New from Sweden, the coat 
to combat the cold. 
In Orange or Dark Green. 

(ii) Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c / o 30 Collingwood Avenue, London N.1 0. 
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