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A guy's gotta take his gear seriously these days! 
None of all that old washing-line/gym pump crap, only the best 

for my dad. Gets it at some joint in Sheffield called Tanky's. 
Have to get down there and check the place out sometime. 

BRYAN G.STOKES 
9 Charles Street, Sheffield. 

Tel.0742.27525 
write now for our new cata logue 
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Goto 
Go to the L D Mountain Centre for 

the North East's most extensive 
selection of top-quality, top-efficiency 
mountaineering equipment of every 
type. Go too for specialist advice, 
dependable after-sales service, expert 
mountain and rock climbing 
instruction, and a wide range of 
equipment for associated outdoor 
activities including canoeing, ski-ing, 
fell-walking and camping. Go soon! 

(If you can't go in person, write to 
the address below for 
comprehensive catalogue. )1 

( 

We've 
got 
what 
it 

takes ... 

YHA 29 John Adam Street. London WC2N 6J E 
Services 35 Cannon Street. Birmingham 82 5EE 

36/38 Fountain Street, Manchester M2 2BE 

Free catalogue Equipment for Climbers and Cavers from London address. 

opwith 
BOOTS/Scarpa, Trappeur and Galibicr. 

CLIMBING HARDWARE & ROPES/Stubai, Cassin, Salewa, 
Grivel, lnteralp, Clog, Edelweiss and Edelrid. 

DOWN CLOTHING & SLEEPING BAGS/Mountain Equipment, 
Point 5, Montcler and Fairy Down. 

RUCKSACKS/Karrimor, Millet & Berghaus. 

WATERPROOFS & JACKETS/Helly Hansen, Henri Lloyd, 
Grenfell and others. 

Incidentally don't forget our Skiing and 
Canoeing Equipment... there's just no end to it! 

EQUIPMENT, INC. 
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Fairy down •.. 
the professional's 
choice! 
light, very warm and proven by 
over 40 leading expeditions 
Fairy down sleeping bags presently 
exported to 14 countries each with 
widely varying and often rigorous 
climatic conditions, were commended 
by Hillary and Tensing in an unsolicited 
statement after the 1953 ascent of 
Everest as "the best that can be 
obtained anywhere in the world." 
Many of the world's leading expe
ditions, including the successfu I 1968-
69 British Trans-Arctic Expedition 

THE NORTH COL sleeping bag brings 
lightweight warmth and comfort in 
normal conditions, PLUS the safety 
margin you need if bad weather closes 
in. Evenly and generously filled with 
100% pure down and feather down, 
the bag is firmly stitched in chevron 
type compartments for even retention 
of heat. Rip Stop Nylon outer and 
tough wearing cambric inner make the 
North Col the professional's choice. 

which used Fairy down bags con
tinually for 18 months in the Arctic, 
have endorsed this statement by their 
continual use. Fairy down technology ·_ 
has been developed both scientifically 
and from practical experience of over 
40 leading expeditions to the coldest 
severest climates of the world. The 
filling is blended from the world's 
most carefully chosen down to give 
added loft and greater comfort. 

SIR EDMUND 

The North Col bag is designed to roll 
up firmly and compactly into a built· 
in carry pouch . . . which is also 
convenient for holding extra clothing 
and serving as a pillow. 

HILLARY'S 
COMMENTS : "They excel at 
sea level or at 28,000 feet on Everest, and I don't .,.t~'1'1~~ 
think there is much doubt they are the finest bags 
that can be obtained anywhere." 

... 

Fairy down sleeping bags __ 
U. K. STOCK I STS 

ABERDEEN. F. Diack & Son. AMBl.i.ESIDE. Frank Davies. BIRMINGHAM. Frank Davies, Y.H.A. Services Ltd. 
CAPEL CURIG. Joe Brown. EDINBURGH. Graham Tiso. GLASGOW. J. & W. Greaves, Bob Finnie Sports, High Range. 
LEEDS. Centresport. LIVERPOOL. Ellis Brigham. LLANBERIS. Joe Brown. LONDON. Y.H .A. Services Ltd. 
MANCHESTER. Ellis Brigham, Y.H.A. Services Ltd . NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. L. D. Mountain Centre. NOTTINGHAM. 
Roger Turner Mountain Sport. SHEFFIELD. Don Morrison. 

Bl! Internationally renowned products of Arthur Ellis & Co. Ltd, New Zealand. 
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GLENCOE MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOL 
April to October, basic and advanced rock-climbing 
courses. Classic routes on Buachaille Etive Mor, the 
Etive Slabs and Ben Nevis. 

Brochure from: 
Glencoe Mountaineering School, Glencoe, Argyll, Scotland 

COME CAMPING, CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURY. Tel. 021-556 0802 
1 mile from M5 & M6 (& M1 from Dec. 71 ). Ample free parking, 
2 list of routes and street map free and with pleasure. 

(We also have an indoor Ski School). 

High quality climbing equipment available at com
petitive prices - Crackers, Chocks, Ny-Chocks, Pegs, 
Elevators, Harness, Bandolier, Ice Axe, 
Terrordactyl, Snow Anchors, Etrier, 
Tape and Wire Slings, Llamawear 
Insoles and Closed-Cell Mats. 
Indoor Climbing Walls - details on 
request. 
Write for catalogue to: 
Derek Gamble, Peck (UK) Ltd., 
Barnsdale Hall, Oakham, Rutland. 

MOUNTAIN WORLDS 
HIMALAYAN JOURNALS 

ALPINE JOURNALS 

GASTON'S ALPINE BOOKS 
134 KENTON ROAD, HARROW, MIDDLESEX HA3 BAL. 

MSR All-Metal Ice Axes 

Thunderbird Model 

By direct mail £5.75 

Four other models. 

Send s.a.s.e. for description. 

Mountain Safety Research 
Leigh-on-sea SS-95-LD 

A top quality kernmantel rope. long established on the continent and now 
increasingly sought after in Britain. Excellent handling properties, very 
high break strains and some great colours. U.I.A.A. Seal of Approval. 
Immediate delivery to your dealer from large stocks. Leaflet on request. 

troll the name you can t,ust 
Spring Mill. Uppermill, Oldham OL3 6AA 
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karrimor 

Born and bred in England - tried and 
tested on the worlds major 

climbs - karrimor are the only 
manufacturer to have supplied 

all 4 of the last major Himalayan wall 
climbs - illustrated are six of the 

many packs and four of the 
pack frames that lcarrimor 

designed and produced for the 
international climbing scene. 

Key to illustrations 

(A) Everest Orienteer, (B) Alaskapack, 

(C) Tote -em Senior, (D) Tote-em Junior, 

(E) illustrates the following four packframes 

from left to right - A3 Frame, Tote-em 

frame, K2 Frame, Orienteer Frame, 

(F) Juro, (G) Tacpac, (H) Don Whillans' 

Alpiniste, (I) Pinnacle, (J) Aiguille 

Extendable, (K) Joe Brown Extendable. 

For further details of these and other 

karrimor products write for our catalogue, 

now, it contains lots of new ideas 

including mountaineering accessories. 

Make a date in your diary for the 13th/ 14th October, 

when the karrimor mountain marathon 

will be held in North Wales. 

karrimor 
Weathertite Products Ltd 

Avenue Parade 
Accrington Lancashire 

J 
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REACH THE 
SUMMITS 

The Austrian Alpine Club 
owns over 600 huts in 

the Austrian Alps in which 
members receive a 50% 

reduction on accommodation 
and preferential allocation; 

meals are available. 
Mountain rescue insurnnce 

for Austria is included 
in membe,."i,;,._ ~..,,i is 

available ai:- - ·•· ·,. 
f~e for th.est. · · · -:g 

0 1<:P.where. The Club organises 
hut-to-:hut tours, rock 

aid ice courses led by qualifiecl 
guides, and several sp""·~ ... 

arrc.:~ · ~·"'1ents including 
i1. -i,,-,, • ".L touring 

for mer 0.'hP , • ,:Ening their 
own routes. 

For further details -
send off the coupon. 

r--· -----:-, I The Austrian Alpine Club. 
Wings House, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. I 

Telephone: Welwyn Garden 24835 

I Name........................................................................................................................ I I Address............................................................... ....... ............................................ I 

LI iuSiRIANAtP1NiCill/Jj . -~ ! -------------
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IVIOUNTAIN 
ISARD 

H1k,ng and Mod9r.ite Cl1mb1ng 
Upper of two-p,ece double 

tanned black leather. 
Watert,g~t closing Lace gripper. 

Sole JANNU GALIBIER 
French sizes {and 112) 35 to 46 

Tan leather reversed 
one piece upper Very deep lactng 

insuring _a good fitting of feet 
and ankle Special lace gnpper. 
Reinforced sole, w11h intercalated 

m,xture of leather 
and r~bber (patented). 

s"crews omitted 
beneath toe. 

Mountain Boot. 
Technical Adviser Georges Payot 

Reversed tan one piece upper 
Watertight s11tch1ng 

Exceptionally comfortable paddrng 
Lace gripper 

Reinforced sole of Jannu Galib1er. 
S12es ( and 112) 2 to 12 

,.1.,g waterproof 
-~1,9ht seams. 

a. , ,. , removable 
•her, felt beaded, 
It, crylor beaded 

· arced sole, style 
NNU GALIBIER. 

French sizes 
(and112)35to46 

Galibier 
SUPPLIEROFTHEFRENCH 
MOUNTAIN FEDERATION -

·@ 
chausse "SUR" 

INFORMATia.: AND DEPOSITARIE.5 
~ REQUEST(V) 

BOOTS 
r ~~~':.~.~'~'"• 

Reversed tan two piece upper. 
Watert 1!=1h t stitching 
Sole • JANNU GALIBlfR. 
S-zes (andl/2) 2 to,11 

FITZROY 
High Mo untain 
Technical Adviser Lionel Terray 
Black leather upper, 
spec ial double waterught tanning 
Foam padding Reinforced so le 
Sole - JANNU GALIBIER 
Frenchs,zes (and1l2) 3510 46 

Varappe 
YOSEMITE 
Technical adviser Royal Robbins 
Two p,ece hunt,ng blue eather uppN 
Lace gripper 
R,g,d,ty des,gned to permit 
f riction and edging 
So:e RAID CALIBIER 
S izes (andl/2) 2 to12 

High Mountain 
Technical Advi11er Rene Desmai&on 
Patented. 
Special doub!e watertight tanning . 
One piece reversed tan upper 
Comes with special lace gripper. 
Reinforced sole 
of JANNU GAUBIER rubber. 
French sizes (and 1/2) 35 to 46 

PRODUCTION 

RICHARD PONTVERTsA 
3B IZEAUX / BP4/TEL: 4et42 
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chouinard/salewa crampons 

Made by SALEWA of Munich to CHOUINARD~design. 
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U.K. Twenty-five pence U.S. One dollar twenty-five cents 

Information Page 1 2 

Heavy Talks 

Fitzroy's South Buttress 

Bridging the Gap 

Mount McKinley's South 
Face, Alpine Style 

Piz Badile 
Commentary 

New Books 

Equipment Notes 

Letters 

by Ian McNaught Davis 

by Dave Nicol 

by Tom Price 

by Alex Bertulis 

by Colin Taylor 

by Dave Pearce 

Cover Photo : John Syrett leading the first ascent of 

Page 17 

Page 18 

Page 22 

Page 24 

Page 30 

Page 40 

Page 42 

Page 43 

Encore (XS) on Almscliff. This route, just above Finale Slab, 
was originally led with a piton for protection on the crux 
and was therefore omitted from the guide. The move is now 
adequately protected by "stoppers" and can thus be led 
"legitimately" ! Photo: John Harwood 

Editor, Ken Wilson . Sub-Editors, Mike and Lucy Pearson. Technical 
Editor, Dave Pearce. Book Reviews, Paul Nunn . Editorial Advisors, 
Audrey Salkeld and Bob Moulton. 

Chris Bonington, Mick Burke, Robin Campbell , Leo Dickinson, Allen Fyffe, 
Pat Littlejohn, Colin Read, Ian Roper and Doug Scott (British Isles). 
Colin Monteath, Rick White and Chris Baxter (Australia). Dave Jones, 
Dick Culbert and Brian Greenwood (Canada). Kamal Guha (India). 
Mike Cheney (Nepal). Peter Habeler (Austria). Alessandro Gogna and 
Alan Heppenstall (Italy). Andre Contamine (France) . Halina Cieplinska
Bojarska (Poland) . Dougal Haston (Switzerland) . Alex Bertulis, Jim 
Bridwell, Yvon Chouinard, Steve Hackett, Chris Jones, Steve Komito, 
George Lowe and Al Rubin (United States) . lchiro Yoshizawa (Japan). 
Derek Fordham (Greenland). 

Mountain is published and owned by Mountain Magazine Ltd . 

Mountain is published every two months. January, March, May, July, 
September, November. Subscription rates : British Isles £2.00 
Overseas: £2.50 or 6.00 for six issues, post free . 
All correspondence, editorial and advertising to : 
MOUNTAIN MAGAZINE Ltd. , c / o 30 Collingwood Avenue, 
London N.10. phone: 01-883-0567 

Editorial Note: Our p·lanned feature on Willa Welzenbach, 
which we had hoped to publish in this issue, has been 
squeezed out by other articles. It will be published in 
Mountain 29. 

-·~ ... ~ ... ,_,_d,,,..q• .. , __ 
-~G...-N•-""""'-f:1<,.,fl_ 

more and more 
climbers are 
realising the 
advantages of 
ffllllARffllTT 
for cold conditions 

) -. ~ 
just £1.65 per pair 

MILLAR GLOVES, 192 BROADHURST GARDENS,LONDON NW6 38A 
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Information 
Noshaq climbed in February by a strong Polish expedition. 
Zawada and Piotrowski reach summit just before midnight- the first 
seven thousand metre peak to be climbed in winter. 

Above : Horst Fankhauser at Camp 4 on Manaslu on the morning after Jager and Schlick disappeared. The 
summit plateau is in the background. Photo: Reinhold M essner. Below left: The steep rock between 
Camps 1 and 2 on Manaslu. Photo: Wolfgang Nairz. Below right: The South Face of Makalu with the line 
of the 1972 Yugosla v attempt marked. Photo: S. Shirahata 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

NEPAL 

Manaslu (26,760ft. ) 
The Austrian expedition that 
climbed the South - West Face 
in 1972 (see news item in 
Mountain 22) has now released 
its report. The route is evidently 
one of the most difficult yet 
achieved in the Himalayas. The 
hardest section was above 
Camp 1, between 16,000ft. and 
18,000ft. Here, a 2,000ft. vertical 
pillar of rock offered the only 
feasible way of avoiding the 
huge icefalls which guard access 
to the upper sections of the face. 
The rock climbing here (often 
graded 6) was compared to th e 
Comici route on the Cima Grande. 
Nevertheless, the pillar was 
equipped with ropes and ladders, 
and the high-altitude Sherpas, 
led by their Sirdar Urkein, 
carried loads up it - an 
exceptional performance! Th e 
accompanying photograph 
clearly reveals the difficulty of 
this obstacle. 
The report implicitly exonerates 
Reinhold Messner from any 
blame for the deaths of Jager and 
Schlick. The upper section of 
the route is described thus : 
" The summit plateau , about 1 ½ 
miles long and ½ mile wide, was 
very flat in its lower section 
and absolute ly harmless". The 
accompanying photo shows the 
site of Camp 4 and the nature 
of the terra in on which Messner 
left Jager to descend alone. 
Although simple in clear 
conditions, finding the tent in 
bad weather, without guide 
poles, cou ld be almost 
impossible . It was here that the 
epic of the night of April 25th 
was enacted. 
Makalu (27,790ft.) 
We are now able to supply more 
detai ls about the Yugoslav 
expedition that attempted the 
South Face in the post
monsoon period of 1972 (see 
news item in Mountain 25) . The 
line of ascent was closer to the 
French West Pillar route than 
was previously believed. After 
forcing a line up most of the 
major difficulties, the party 
was compelled to abandon the 
attempt in ea rly November, in 
the face of deteriorating 
weather. The high point was at 
about 26,000ft., just short of 
the French Camp 6. The climb 
was predominantly mixed, with 
a bias towards steep ice (see 
photo) . 

HI ND U KUSH 

Noshaq (24,580ft. ) 
Encouraged, no doubt, by the 
success of t heir compatriots on 
the South-West Face last 



British team climbs volcano on Patagonian Ice Cap. 
Winter ice-climbing gains popularity in Canadian Rockies. 
Ball's Pyramid traversed by Bell and Mortimer. 

summer, another Polish expedi
tion was made to the mountain 
in the winter. Led by Andrzej 
Zawada, the ten climbers spent 
over three weeks battling their 
way up the peak in the face of 
bitter temperatures (-25 °F to 
-48 °F) and fierce winds. 
Eventually they established a 
Camp 5 at about 21,000ft. on 
February 12th. The following 
day, Zawada and Tadeusz 
Piotrowski set out for the 
summit. On the way they passed 
through the site of an old 
camp and were "terror struck" 
when they saw a human hand 
sticking out of the slope (it 
belonged to the buried body of 
a member of the 1971 Bulgarian 
expedition). They eventually 
reached the summit at 11.30 p.m. 
They regained Camp 5 at 
4.30 a.m., struck it at once 
and descended to their support 
team in Camp 4. The whole 
expedition then quit the 
mountain in good order in three 
days. 
This epic climb was carried out 
at night and in the depths of 
winter. The peak is the highest 
ever climbed in winter, and the 
first of over 7,000m. This feat 
must surely add a new facet to 
Himalayan climbing, indicating 
a trend that will probably 
accelerate as gear and clothing 
continue to improve. 
Correspondents: Nairz, Malezic 
and Cieplinska-Bojorska 

CANADA 

Mt. Alberta 
George Lowe and Jock Glidden 
made the first ascent of the 
North Face last August. 
The route follows a direct line 
just left of the centre of the face. 
Graded 5, F9, A2, it took 30 
leads over 2½ days, and was an 
outstanding achievement. 
Lowe reports that the route was 
very mixed, with equal amounts 
of ice and rock, but recommends 
it as the rock is good and the 
objective danger relatively small. 
Winter Ice-Climbing in the 
Canadian Rockies 
It is only recently, with the 
introduction of modern ice
climbing techniques, that it 
has been possible to consider 
climbing the host of potential 
hard ice routes which abound in 
the Canadian Rockies. The 
extreme and consistently low 
winter temperatures (down to 
-50°F.) produce a particular 
brand of very hard, brittle, blue 
ice in which it is virtually 
impossible to cut satisfactory 
steps, but which is admirably 
suited to front-point and 
dropped-pick technique. To 
date, four roadside ice climbs, 

all true classics in their grade, 
have been produced by the 
small handful of participating 
climbers, and the Scottish 
Winter grading system has been 
adopted. 
The Cascade lcefall (grade 3) 
was the first climb of this type. 
It was originally done with aid 
by Rob Wood and George 
Homer in the winter of 1971 , 
before modern ice -cl imbing 
eq uipment was available in 
Western Canada, and it is 
already a popular route. The 
hardest route so far is the right 
hand icefall on the South Face 
of Mt. Bourgeau (grade 5), 
eig ht pitches of sustained 
climbing which would rank with 
the hardest of Scottish routes. 
It was done in two days, in 
March 1973, by Brian 
Greenwood, George Homer, 
Rob Wood and Tim Auger. 
Rogan's Gully (grade 2), by 
Gerry Rogan and Bugs McKeith, 
and the Bow lcefall (grade 4), 
by Greenwood, Wood and 
McKeith, were also climbed in 
March. The last was unique in 
that it involved hauling, not 
only of overnight gear for a 
stay in a local mountain hut, but 
also of three pairs of cross
country skis and sticks for the 
descent. Because the snow does 
not get a chance to thaw and 
consolidate in any normal 
winter, there are large 
accumulations of powder snow 
and it is impossible to travel at 
all without skis. Therein also 
lies the greatest objective 
danger - the powder snow 
avalanche. Brian Greenwood 
discovered this to his cost when 
he was blasted into space by a 
huge powder snow avalanche, 
just as he completed the top 
pitch of the Cascade lcefall ; 
fortunately he was held on an 
ice screw lower down, while the 
full force of the avalanche passed 
over his head. 
Whereas in Scotland the 
elusive grade 6 may take the 
form of a hard, iced-up rock 
climb (such as Sassenach on 
Ben Nevis or The Citadel on the 
Shelter Stone Crag), the 
potential most certainly exists 
here for creating a grade 6 
entirely on ice. The left-hand 
icefall on the South Face of 
Mt. Borgeau, for example, is 
considerably more impressive 
than anything I have seen in 
Scotland. Rising some 700ft. in 
two huge vertical steps, it 
would necessitate new tactics 
such as hanging belays on 
high-angle ice. The same would 
apply to the 1,300ft. Takkakaw 
Falls, much of which is either 
incredibly steep or vertical, and 
also to the absolutely vertical 

1,000ft. ribbon of ice on the 
North Face of Mt. Rundle. 
If the trend continues, winter 
ice-climbing may well become 
extremely popular amongst both 
local and visiting climbers, and 
the next few winters may see 
some impressive additions to the 
routes already in existence. 
Correspondents: McKeith and 
Lowe 

UNITED STATES 

TETONS 

Grand Teton: East Ridge 
Dave and George Lowe and 
Jock Glidden made the first 
winter ascent of the East Ridge 
in February, descending by the 
same route. The total time taken 
for the climb was three days. 
Lowe writes : "Winter climbing 
in the Tetons now seems to be 
adjust ing to contemporary 
conditions, with one-day 
attempts of major peaks being 
completed successfully. 
Previously there was a tendency 
to undertake these ascents in a 
more laborious fashion". 

PATAGONIA 1972/73 

FITZROY GROUP 

Fitzroy 
Two South African climbers, Tony 
Dick and Roger Fuggle, made 
eig ht attempts to climb the Super 
Couloir, coming within 500ft. 
of the summit on one 
occasion; but bad weather 
defeated them every time. 
The route was also attempted by 
the experienced French climber, 
Patrick Cordier, who tried 
three times without success. 
The East Pillar also withstood 
two attempts: Dave Nicol's 
Anglo-American team took one 
look at it and directed their 
attentions (successfully) to 
the South Buttress (see article 
on page 19) ; later in the 
season an Italian party also 
made an attempt, but without 
success. The East Pillar has 
now withstood four attempts and 
is regarded as one of the 
greatest rock problems in the 
world today. Nearly 5,000ft. 
high (half as high again as El 
Capitan), it looks like giving 
sustained technical climbing all 
the way. 
Other Events 
South Africans Brian de Villiers 
and Greg Moseley made the 
third ascent oftheAguja Guillamet. 
An American team, comprising 
Yvon Chouinard, Doug 
Tompkins, Jack Millar and 
Royal Robbins, inspected Cerro 
Torre from a light aircraft and 
later attempted to reach the West 

Face. They were forced back by 
the atrocious weather. 

HEILO PATAGONICO SUR 

Cerro Lautaro 
This volcanic peak in the centre 
of the Southern Ice-Cap received 
its first ascent in February 
from a British expedition 
comprising Eric Jones, Leo 
Dickinson and Mick Coffey. An 
Argentinian expedition had been 
credited with the first ascent 
in 1964, but had in fact 
retreated 300ft. from the top, 
forced back by nauseous 
su lphur fumes escaping from 
five vents surrounding the 
summit. 
The British party climbed the 
mountain during a 300 mile 
crossing of Heilo Patagonico 
Sur (the southern ice-cap). The 
party trekked north-west from 
the Rio Electrico valley, north 
of Fitzroy, to climb in the 
Lautaro area, and then moved 
south past the Cerro Torre and 
Moreno regions to leave the 
ice-cap at the Viedma Glacier. 
They made two attempts on 
Cerro Lautaro before their 
successful ascent. Twice 
thwarted by spindrift, wind 
blown ice and high winds, they 
started their third attempt at 
night; they reached the summit 
at 1 .0 p.m. and regained their 
camp at 11.0 p.m., exactly 
24 hours after starting. Two days 
later they climbed another peak 
in the vicinity (also a volcano), 
naming it Cerro Mimosa. 
Cerro Moreno 
Eduardo Rodriguez, Jorge Aikes, 
Martin Schiessler and Gunther 
Sturm made two new routes 
on the southern peak of this 
isolated mountain, which lies 
in the middle of the ice-cap. 
They climbed it by its South and 
South-West Ridges. 
Cerro Pyramid 
A party led by Rodriguez and 
Aikes climbed this mountain 
last year (1971 /72 season). 
Correspondents: Dickinson and 
Jones 

AUSTRALIA 

Ball's Pyramid 
Keith Bell and Greg Mortimer 
traversed the Pyramid during 
February. Climbing alpine-style 
(the previous three ascents were 
sieged), they followed the 
Original (South Ridge) Route and 
descended the North Ridge, 
bivouacking twice during their 
climb. Following the climb they 
were marooned on the island for 
several days by a tremendous 
cyclone; when the seas calmed 
enough for their boat to arrive, 
they had to abandon their gear 
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International gradings compared. 
Bolt-chopping a controversial issue on some Australian crags. 

and swim to safety through 15ft. 
surf. 
Queensland 
Two new grade 20 routes, 
Deliverance and Magician, were 
put up on Frog Buttress. Both 
were the work of Rick White, 
who climbed with Ian Thomas 
on the second route. 
New South Wales 
The North Face of Bluff 
Mountain in the Warrumbungles 
saw the development of two big 
new routes by Keith Bell and 
Greg Mortimer: Icarus (970ft ., 
grade 19) and Bastion Buttress 
(800ft., grade 13). Bell describes 
Icarus as "one of the hardest 
and most serious climbs in 
Australia ... of its nine pitches, 
seven are above grade 15 and 
two of these are grade 19". On 
the day of the ascent the 
temperature reached 116 °F. 
On Perpendicular Rock, Bryden 
Allen and Peter Riddy made the 
second ascent of Ewbank's 
difficult Hercules (grade 20). 
Victoria 
On Barbican Rocks, another grade 
20 has been climbed . Entitled 
Man o' War, it is described as 
" a sustained, overhanging, 
rotten crack - harder than The 
Lonely Sea" . The climb was put 
up by Ian Ross and Mike Stone. 
Concerning the general confusion 
which surrounds the grading of 
other Victorian climbs (see 
Mountain 26) , Chris Baxter 
writes : "The routes in your list 
(except Liquidator) are not really 
the hardest climbs in the state. 
Bruno Zielke's Blimp, which he 
and Ewbank overcame with some 
difficulty several years ago, 
and which they graded as 19, 
has long been the yardstick for 
Victorian climbers. It was 
almost certainly under-graded, 
with the result that a number 
of other hard climbs have also 
been under-graded. Only 
recently have Victorians 
discovered that grade 20's 
elsewhere are no harder than 
several of their top routes, and 
Bryden Allen's comment that 
Blimp is harder than The 
Janicepts merely confirms this. 
Unfortunately, our scale is well 
established, and Victorians are 
generally under-grading in 
relation to other states. Our 
hardest climbs are Blimp (19), 
Morfydd (19), Puss·n Boots (17), 
Death Row (19) and Requiem 
(19). There are also several 
others which should probably 
be regarded as 20+ routes, but 
this transition will take time." 
Bolt Chopping 
Recently there has been a 
widespread rejection of bolts in 
many areas where they had 
previously been considered valid 
for protecting free routes. A 
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number of existing protection 
bolts have been chopped and 
climbers are avoiding using 
them on new routes. This trend 
has been particularly marked 
in Mt. Buffalo Gorge, though it 
has led to some friction 
between climbers about the 
validity of bolt chopping. 
The issue was highlighted in a 
recent edition of the Australian 
magazine Thrutch. In a scathing 
letter, Bob Staszewski, who had 
previously ascended a number of 
difficult Buffalo routes, flayed 
Victorian climbers for their lax 
ethics: "Without exception, 
every route I have ascended in 
that area contained unnecessary 
bolts . .. to me Buffalo North 
Wall represents a cliff where 
climbers have bolstered their 
insecurity on a 700ft. wall by 
unnecessary bolts ... even on 
new Buffalo routes bolts have 
been placed in good cracks (e.g. 
Monarch and Caligula) ". 
Staszewski went on to describe a 
particularly blatant example : 
"Fuhrer was a ridiculous joke : 
one stance by a bomb-proof, 
15ft. tree had seven bolts in a 
3ft. radius. Luckily the route has 
now been cleaned up 
considerably, including the 
freeing of a 70ft. grade 16 
corner beside an old bolt ladder 
... What we must keep in mind 
however is that although bolt 
chopping invitations have been 
publicly mac, . • o visitors, it 
must surely be the locals' 
responsibility (in any area) to 
keep that area's ethical 
standards up to the leading 
standards of the country". 
The situation now seems to be 
improving, as Chris Baxter 
reports: "Recently hardly any 
bolts have been placed in Victoria ; 
almost no aid routes have been 

done, and very few piton runners 
are being used on new routes. 
Many hard new climbs have 
nevertheless been done, nuts 
being used in the vast majority 
of cases. I have never witnessed 
such a general keenness before: 
free climbing standards, ethics 
and interest have never been 
higher ... it's a great experience 
to be climbing here now". 
Correspondents: White and 
Baxter 

BRITISH ISLES 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Borrowdale 
Pete Livesey and John Sheard 
have added two new routes to 
Black Crag: Raindrop (305ft.,XS) 
is a sort of super-super-direct on 
Troutdale Pinnacle, and 
Ostentatious (300ft., HVS) 
climbs and straightens out the 
Vertigo wall between Shroud 
and Lastest. 
Scafell Area 
Mike Burbage and Bill Young 
have been hard at work on their 
guidebook revision, repeating 
recent new routes and checking 
on their reputed qualities. On 
Black Crag, Mousetrap (Meldrum 
and Lees) was considered 
scrappy but serious; on 
Camspout Crag, Tony Toole's 
Existentialism ( 400ft., VS) was 
cut to 200ft. and said to be 
disappointing ; on Shamrock 
Buttress, Gilt Edge Eliminate 
(560ft., XS), by Lake and Read, 
was described as good, 
strenuous and well protected ; 
and on Scafell Pinnacle, 
Leftovers (Bennett and Lavender) 
was finally blessed as a bona 
fide new route and praised for 
its good line and pleasant 
climbing. Burbage and Young 
also got an unexpected bonus 

International Grading Comparisons 
In view of the increasing concentration on the subtleties of grading 
hard climbs in the various active climbing areas, a number of readers 
have requested us to compile a comparative table. We now have a 
sufficent number of advisers experienced in most of the areas 
mentioned to be able to draw up the following list with reasonable 
confidence in its accuracy. Nevertheless this is merely a guide covering 
popular routes. Readers will no doubt be able to find anomalies where 
routes have been poorly graded or where an area is particularly rich 
in a certain type of climbing, e.g. Gritstone jamming or Yosemite slabs 
and off-width cracks. In Britain outcrop grades are usually harder than 
the mountain crags. The Alpine grades refer purely to early ascents; 
over a period of time so-called grade 6 pitches are often pegged-down 
to become easier than many pitches of 4 and 5. 

American English /Welsh Mountains Australian Scottish Alpine 
(YDS) (verbal and usual numerical ) 

5.6 HS (4b) 12- 13 s 4 sup/5 

5.7 VS (4c) 14- 15 VS 5 sup/6inf 

5.8 HVS (5a) 16- 17 vs 6 

5.9 XS (5b) 18- 19 vs 6 sup (or aid) 

5.10 XS (5c) 20-21 vs (usually aid) 

5.11 XS (6a) 22 vs (usually aid) 

when they inadvertently climbed 
a new route, Clockwork Orange 
(200ft., HVS), having set out to 
repeat Banner's Exit. Their new 
climb boasted a first -c lass slab 
pitch which was "as good as 
Slab and Groove". 
Another interesting second 
ascent was made when John 
Adams and Colin Read repeated 
White Wizard, Bonington's and 
Estcourt's recent climb on 
Scafell Crag. Apart from the 
second pitch, which was arduous 
and disappointing, they 
considered the route to be very 
worthwhile, with good open 
climbing and a difficult mixed 
finish whose outcome remained 
in doubt to the final moves. 
Guidebook Trends 
Colin Read writes: "This year 
should see many more repetitions 
of recent routes as guidebook 
writers set to their task of 
updating the Lakeland series. 
Austin's and Valentine's guide 
to Great Langdale has given rise 
to ripples of criticism, and 
other writers are no doubt 
apprehensive about the treatment 
they will receive when they go 
to print. 
The guides are being edited as 
follows : Pillar (Geoff Cram) , 
Dow Crag (Dave Millar), 
Buttermere (Ian Roper), 
Eastern Fells (Ed Grindley}, 
Borrowdale (Sid Clarke and 
Paul Nunn) and Great Gable 
(Pat Fearnehough) . 
The current series is so good 
that there is a tendency to take 
guidebook writing for granted . 
But don't forget the sheer work
load involved : while you are 
making the best use of good 
weather, spare a thought for the 
guidebook writers sweating it 
out in the undergrowth of 
Borrowdale or sorting out the 
complexities of some worthless 
heap of rubble in a high valley. 
Remember how few good days a 
year there are for the Scafell 
writers to complete all the 
routes there. Spare a thought 
for them, too, when they finally 
deliver their historic chapters 
to the clamouring masses and are 
rewarded by the favours of the 
critic - some pen-pushing bird
brain, whose few well-chosen 
words dismiss two or three 
years' work and probably the 
good name of the writer at one 
stroke. 
What I would like to see in the 
next series is some serious 
thought given to the problem of 
the overloaded Extreme grade. 
One solution would be to abolish 
the Easy or Moderate grades and 
shift all the routes down a 
notch. A more feasible approach 
would be to break up the 
Extreme grade into three distinct 



11Extreme grade should be split into three parts,, states prominent 
Lakeland climber. Thirty-three new routes on Lundy in Easter week. 
Grindley chops bolt from Boldest on Clogwyn du'r Arddu. 

sections. (This is already the 
subject of an experiment in the 
Great Zawn guide - see page 
41. Ed.). There are scores of 
glaring examples of the great 
disparity in the limits of the 
Extreme grade; this would surely 
be a good time to consider some 
reform. In the table below I 
have listed a few examples of 
proposed Mild, Standard and 
Hard Extremes from various 
Lakeland areas, for 
consideration". 

NORTH WALES 

Anglesey 
Brian Wyvill and Ray Evans 
made two new routes between 
Jaborandi and Big Groove. 
Peepshow (300ft., HVS) starts 
to the left of Pentathol and takes 
a direct line up the crag to 
converge on the stance below 
the third ( crux) pitch of 
Jaborandi, which forms its 
finish. Puzzle me Quick (140ft., 
XS) takes the groove line just 
to the left of the crux pitch of 
Big Groove, moving left under an 
overhang and round an arete 
before working directly to the top 
of the cliff up the wall between 
Jaborandi and Big Groove. This 
was a fine, completely aid-less 
lead up very difficult rock by 
Evans. 
Evans and Chris Rogers also 
squeezed a new climb into the 
remaining rock between 
Scavenger and Hypodermic. 
The Needle (180ft., XS) takes 
the steep wall to the left of 
Hypodermic and shares its first 
stance. Here, Hypodermic moves 
right to an arete, while The 
Needle forces a bold line directly 
up the wall above the stance. 
Cyrn Las 
Evans and Wyvill also constructed 
Main Wall Eliminate (VS) 
which, as its name implies, takes 
a direct route up the rock taken 
by the zig-zag line of Main Wall. 
This proved to be loose, poorly 
protected, but not too hard. 
Clogwyn du'r Arddu 
Ed Grindley and Gordon 
Higginson have climbed The 
Boldest without it's controversial 
bolt. Grindley chopped the bolt 
before leading the hard moves 
on sight. Feeling against the 
bolt had been growing in 

recent years, and Grindley's 
action will probably receive 
widespread approval. Good nut 
protection now exists a short 
distance lower. 

YORKSHIRE/ DERBYSHIRE 

Gritstone 
John Syrett, Alan Hanson and 
Peter Kitson subjected some of 
Almscliff's last remaining 
weaknesses to sustained attack 
and produced seven new lines : 
Whiskey Wall ( HVS ; Syrett) 
climbs the face between 
Whiskey Crack and Fluted 
Columns; Rectum Rift (HVS) 
takes the prominent overhang 
above Crucifix, and Acetabu/um 
(VS; Hanson) the overhang to 
the left of this; the overhanging 
crack on the right end of the 
overhanging face of Virgin 
Boulder was soloed by Kitson, 
and The Big Greenie (XS) 
finally solved the problem of the 
'futuristic pockets' above 
Frankland's Green Crack 
(Syrett, who led it, had not 
previously top-roped the 
problem, as was erroneously 
stated in Mountain 19) ; finally, 
Encore (XS; Syrett) takes the 
overhang above and right of 
Finale Slab, and First Night 
(HVS) is a variation to the right . 
Hanson also made a rare ascent 
of Western Front and, on 
Guisecliffe, Syrett climbed 
Dingbat without its two aid 
pegs. 
On Curbar Edge, Ed Drummond 
and Hamish Green Armytage 
added Linden (XS, 5c) up the 
wall to the right of Right 
Eliminate. On the very committing 
first pitch, Drummond took aid 
from two skyhook placements 
and finished "rapidly" up an 
impending wall. He described 
the climb thus : " This is the 
most serious route I have ever 
done on gritstone, and possibly 
my most serious lead anywhere 
(excepting perhaps The Moon 
on Anglesey). This is free 
climbing with skyhooks, which 
is not at all the same as genuine 
aid climbing". 
Limestone 
On Gordale Scar, Pete Livesey 
and John Sheard climbed 
Deliverance (150ft., XS) up the 
overhanging arete to the right 

Proposed Lakeland Grading Revisions 
Eastern Fells Scafell Group Langdale (cont.) 
Rigor Mortis XS Holy Ghost HXS Chimney Variant MXS 
The Ghost HXS H el I's Groove MXS Gillette XS 
Triermain Eliminate XS Phoenix XS Deer Bield Buttress MXS 
Harlot's Face MXS Ichabod XS Borrowdale 
The Medlar XS Leverage MXS The Niche XS 
Totalitarian MXS Red Edge MXS Dedication MXS 
Dovedale Groove XS Central Pillar XS Plagerism MXS 
Hireath MXS Langdale Praying Mantis Direct XS 
Extol XS Gimmer String MXS Post Mortem XS 
Great Gable The Poacher XS Daedalus XS 
The Vikings HXS Red Groove MXS 
The Tomb XS Astra XS 
The Slant MXS Bracken clock MXS 

of Light. The route is reputed 
to be very hard . They also 
climbed Arnold Freerooter 
(90ft., HVS), a line between 
Lyncher and Yark. 
At Ma/ham Livesey and Sheard 
climbed Lime Hill (85ft., X6) 
between Midnight Cowboy and 
Carnage. This is described as 
"very hard and very good"! 
Livesey's Jenny Wren has 
withstood several determined 
attempts to repeat it recently, 
but a number of other recent 
limestone routes have been 
repeated . These include Face 
Route (Fawcett), Central Wall 
on Dib Scar (Fawcett and 
Syrett) and Doubting Thomas 
(Fawcett). The Diedre on 
Kilnsey has also been repeated 
by a Coventry team. 

SOUTH -WEST ENGLAND 

Avon Gorge 
Two important climbs were 
repeated here. Dave Ivory and 
Ed Hart made the second ascent 
of Gloag's Yellow Edge, finding 
that it differed significantly from 
the impression previously 
created. Ivory writes : "I found 
the route serious but not suicidal 
and, though the rock is poor 
where the route is common 
with Haystack, it improves the 
higher one gets. The crux is a 
30ft. traverse at sustained 5b. 
One of the problems is the 
length of the big pitch, and it 
would be better to split it at the 
Haystack stance. The odd bong, 
some knifeblades and some big 
nuts are useful for belaying . 
This is an excellent route that 
deserves popularity". 
Ed Drummond repeated Willmott's 
Central Wall: "a unique and 
unforgettable pitch (XS, 5c) -
the easiest pitch in the Gorge 
to fall off! " 
Cheddar Gorge 
Pete Hicks and Mike Putnam 
made the second ascent of 
Burma Road (Boysen and 
McHardy) . Hicks had this to say : 
" We were literally climbing 
vertical ivy on occasions, but 
this shouldn't detract from the 
brilliance of the first-ascent 
concept. The second pitch 
meanders through overhangs, 
with only one point of aid - a 
welcome trend considering the 
amount of pegging to which 
Cheddar has been subjected". 
During the winter and early 
spring, at least 15 new routes 
were established here. Several 
were put up on the cliff above 
the reservoir and the cliffs higher 
up the hill have also been 
investigated. One or two shorter 
problems have been added to 
the smaller outcrops in the valley. 
An interesting discovery is 
Big Tower (VS, A2) , the 

obvious feature between 
Mourning Glory and Satori ; it 
was climbed by Bob Bennett 
and John Moss. 
Other routes that deserve 
popularity are Piglet's Groove 
(VS), which is just left of the 
Pride Evans Cave, and In the 
Beginning (VS) which is a new 
start to Genisis. 
Some of the recent routes have 
come under fire for their 
excessive use of aid, and a small 
peg route close to Yew Tree 
Groove is described by Hicks 
as "farcical ". 
Lundy 
During an intensive week of 
exploration in April , thirty -three 
new routes were pioneered by 
five teams, confirming Lundy's 
status as the biggest boom area 
in the South-West at present. 
A number of major climbs were 
found in the Deep Zawn area by 
Pat Littlejohn, Keith Darbyshire 
and Gus Morton . Stone Tape 
(315ft, XS) is described as a 
magnificent route which 
epitomizes Zawn climbing. Other 
routes pioneered by Littlejohn 
and his friends include 
Supernova (200ft., XS, 6a), 
Underworld (200ft., XS), 
Creation (280ft., XS) and 
Serpent (160ft., HVS) . Keith 
Darbyshire and Hugh Clarke 
also put up Quatermass (200ft., 
XS) in the same area, as well as 
adding two new routes to the • 
Old Light Cliff. 
On Weird Wall, Littlejohn and 
Morton added Navigator (200ft., 
XS), which is reached by a 
200ft. Hard Severe traverse. 
Frank Cannings and John 
Kingston developed fourteen 
new routes on two new cliffs. 
On Bomber Buttress, just south 
of Needle Rock, a number of 
short, vicious routes were 
found, including Bender (120ft., 
XS) which Cannings described 
as the most strenuous lead he 
had ever made. 
In Arch Zawn, half-a-mile north 
of the Devil's Slide, the same 
pair climbed Headline (140ft., 
HVS), which is said to be 
similar to Bow Wall and was 
described by Cannings as an 
"instant classic, one of the finest 
routes in the south -west". 
Also of interest is Purple People 
Eater (150ft., XS), a poorly 
protected lead by Kingston . 
On the fast developing Fluted 
Face of the Devil's Slide, 
Graham Gilbert and Bob 
Moulton added Tempest (240ft., 
XS) , together with two other 
routes, and they also discovered 
three new routes in the nearby 
Fortress area. 
The fifth team, comprising Ian 
Duckworth and Mac MacFarlane, 
concentrated on early repeats of 
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Information 

Mou/am and Ledeboer resign from BMC after Safety Film row! 
Blackshaw gets top job-Don Whillans and John Wilkinson appointed. 
Nat Allen resigns from committee-questions asked at AGM. 

the harde~ climbs (Wodwo, 
Navigator and Juggernaut), and 
also added two new routes to the 
light-coloured cliff between 
Deep Zawn and the Devil's 
Chimney cliff. 
Cornwall 
On Bosigran, Ed Drummond and 
Tom Proctor climbed Beowulf, 
Ghost and Phantom completely 
free. Beowulf had, of course, 
previously been climbed free, 
but the pair completed its 
demise by removing the 
protection / aid bolts, adequate 
alternative protection being 
available on small nuts. 
On Ghost, the pair chopped 
virtually all the decaying pitons 
and withered wedges, leaving 
just one protection peg under 
the final overhang. The grade 
of the route, previously HVS, 
A 1, 5a, is now given as XS, 5b. 
On Phantom, further detritus was 
removed and two possibilities 
above the mantleshelf w ere 
suggested : one can either veer 

OBITUARIES 

Ludwig Steinauer 
This famous German alpinist of 
the 'thirties died in June 1971. 
As a professional guide from 
Munich, he played a part in an 
exciting period of Alpine 
history. Though he failed to 
make the first ascent of any of 
the really celebrated problems 
of the day, he did originate 
some fine routes. Of his first 
ascents, those on the North 
West Face of Dent Blanche, 
the North Face of Mt. Blanc de 
Cheilon, and the North Face of 
Aletschorn, were particularly 
notable. He also made the third 
ascent of the Croz Spur on the 
Grandes Jorasses and the fourth 
ascent of the North Face of the 
Matterhorn, both in 1935. 
During his career as a guide, 
Steinauer made 620 ascents of 
4,000m. peaks, including 86 
ascents of the Matterhorn ! 
Georges Nomine 
Georges Nomine was killed in 
February 1972, when he and 
Bernard Boniface were swept off 
the North Face of the Aig . du 
Midi by an avalanche, whilst 
attempting a new route (see 
news item in Mountain 21). 
Nomine was regarded as one of 
the most brilliant of the young 
school of French Alpinists. 
Among his outstanding ascents 
were : the first ascent of the 
North Face Direct on the Grand 
Pitier d'Angle; the first solo 
ascent (Nomine's second 
ascent) of the Central Pillar of 
Freney; the first winter ascent of 
the Croz Spur and the fifth 
ascent of the North Face of 
Les Droites. 
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left directly to the stance on 
"vanishing holds", or climb up 
slightly right to protection pegs 
under the roof and do a finger
traverse left from there. 
The grade is now XS, 5C. 
Both Phantom and Ghost were 
repeated shortly afterwards in 
their free form by Pete Livesey 
and John Barker, who also 
repeated Xanadu in the Great 
Zawn. 
Correspondents: Read, Wyvi/1 
Livesey, Drummond Newman 
Ivory, Hicks and Moulton 

Top BMC men resign 
After a month of mounting 
criticism, both the President 
and the Honorary Secretary of 
the British Mountaineering 
Council resigned on May 21st. 
The resignations came after a 
stormy committee meeting on 
May 17th, when Peter Ledeboer, 
the Honorary Secretary, and 
other officers were questioned 
about the planning of an 

Andrzej Mroz 
The noted Polish climber, 
Andrzej Mroz, fell to his death 
in July 1972, while descending 
from the summit of the Aig. 
Noire de Peuterey (see news 
item in Mountain 24). 
Mroz was born in Cracow in 
1942. After graduating as an 
electrical engineer at the Polish 
School of Mining, and having 
gained further qualifications at 
the Faculty of Sociology, he 
moved to Paris in 1968 He 
became a member of the G.H.M . 
and a popular figure in French 
climbing circles. 
Though it would be more 
accurate to describe him as an 
Alpinist rather than a rock 
climber, his Alpine first 
ascents were mainly achieved on 
rock. He made the first ascent 
of the East Face Direct and th e 
first winter ascent of the 
Bonatti/ Gobbi route, on the 
formidable Grand Pitier d'Angle. 
These were two of the most 
important climbs achieved in the 
Mt. Blanc range in recent years. 
He also made first ascents on 
the North Face of Monte Gruetta, 
the South -East Face of Mt. 
Maudit, and the South-East Face 
of the Pointe Gugliermina. In 
March, 1972, during a weekend 
trip fro.m Paris, he made the 
second winter ascent of the 
Boccalatte Pillar on Mt. Blanc 
du Tacul. 
Mroz leaves a wife and a small 
son. 
Gunther Langes 
Langes, who died recently at the 
age of 73, is best remembered 
for his contributions to 

expensive film on mountain 
safety. At the same meeting, 
Jack Crewe and Nat Allen also 
tendered their resignations 
(Crewe later withdrew his) . 
Neither resignation was directly 
related to the main issue however. 
The upheaval comes after a 
period of encouraging activity 
by the BMC. The sustained 
criticism of the Council , so 
prevalent in former years, has 
recently subsided as it seemed 
that a more acceptable 
momentum was being generated. 
A process of radical change 
began when Tony Moulam was 
elected President in 1970 and 
Peter Ledeboer appointed 
Honorary Secretary in 1971. By 
chance, these appointments 
coincided with a general 
Government policy to provide 
more money for sport, first 
through the former CCPR and 
later through the Sports Council. 
The BMC was thus enabled 
to finance the new post of 

National Officer - a 
mountaineering adviser to 
Education Authorities, Outdoor 
Centres and Climbing Clubs. 
This full-time position was 
filled by Dennis Gray, who 
added further impetus to the 
BMC leadership. 
Next came the question of the 
BMC's magazine. Since it was 
widely felt that Mountaineering 
had outlived its usefulness, 
the BMC got together with Robin 
Collomb, of West Col, to launch 
an ambitious new magazine 
called Mountain Life. Its editor, 
speleologist Bruce Bedford, 
steered Mountain Life through 
its initial teething troubles, 
and the magazine has recently 
been showing signs of genuinely 
representing the interests of 
BMC members. 
Other activities of the 
Moulam/ Ledeboer administration 
included commissioning a new 
BMC symbol ; publishing New 
Climbs, with plans for a more 

Georges Nomine (above) , Andrzej Mroz (top right) and Karl Golikow 
Dolomite climbing. After the Harlin route on the Eigerwand. 
First World War, he established An experienced Alpinist, he had 
a number of fine routes, already survived a serious 
including the Scarf Arete on accident on the Walker Spur, 
the Cima de/fa Madonna. Later when his friend Jiirg Lehne was 
he edited an exhaustive series killed. 
of guidebooks to the Dolomites. Peter Scholtz was killed last 
Josef Schintlmeister died year while soloing on the South 
recently at the age of 64. An Ridge of the Aig. Noire. Scholtz, 
accomplished Alpinist, he was an experienced Alpinist and rock 
best known for his first ascent climber, took part in the 1970 
of the North Face of the Dach/ German expedition to Nanga 
in the Gesause group. Parbat and partnered Felix Kuen 
Karl Golikow, who died last during the second ascent of 
September during a storm on the the Rupa/ Flank, Subsequently he 
North Face of the Piz Badile, was involved in the bitter 
played a prominent supporting controversy that followed the 
role in the first ascent of the expedition. 



ambitious guidebook publishing 
programme ; handled financial 
support to the British Everest 
Expedition (a hurried decision 
which caused some raised 
eyebrows) ; and taking over the 
Mountain Leadership Training 
Board (a long overdue 
development) . In connection 
with the ML TB takeover, the 
BMC, again with Sports Council 
aid, established another full-time 
post, that of Administrative 
Officer, with responsibilities 
to both the BMC and the MLTB. 
Unaccountably, the post was 
never advertised in the 
mountaineering press, and few 
climbers became aware of the 
opening . It was eventually 
filled by ex-Army Officer 
Kip Gilpin who, though having 
little climbing experience, 
brought a mood of keenness 
and efficiency to the BMC 
office. 
Despite this welcome increase 
in activity, however, it became 
obvious at the beginning of 
this year that a number of BMC 
projects were developing in 
the wrong way. Perhaps the 
most serious area of concern 
was that related to a Mountain 
Safety Film which had 
mysteriously crept into the list 
of proposals. The furore over 
the Cairngorm and Snowdon 
accidents had led to official 
pressure being placed on the 
BMC to 'do something'. Two 
modest film strips on Mountain 
Safety were therefore 
commissioned. Not content with 
this, however, Moulam and 
Ledeboer proceeded with a more 
ambitious film programme on 
the understanding that the Sports 
Council and Government would 
be prepared to pay. They 
commissioned Anthony Thomas 
(who made the film of the 
International Everest 
Expedition) to plan two films 
on Mountain Safety, with an 
estimated budget running well 
into five figures. After planning 
first the treatment and then the 
script, Thomas spent two weeks 
at Glenmore Lodge, with John 
Cleare and Don Whillans, 
making final preparations, only 
to be told on his return that the 
project had been scrapped 
because the finance was not 
available. Subsequently, Thomas 
(through his agents) presented 
the BMC with a bill for £2,500 
for work done and cancellation 
costs. 
Meanwhile Mountain Life was 
running into difficulties. 
Collomb pointedly failed to 
renew Bedford's contract, and 
then informed the BMC that he 
too wished to quit as the 
magazine had failed to pi duce 

the revenue he expected. Moulam 
and Ledeboer started to cast 
around for someone to publish 
and edit the magazine and 
Ledeboer negotiated with Walt 
Unsworth. It later emerged that 
Chris Brasher was also 
interested in the job and was 
prepared to offer a better deal 
than Unsworth. Brasher was 
therefore approached and the 
negotiations with Unsworth were 
summarily abandoned, with 
predictable bad feeling. 
Both the film and the magazine 
affairs had been conducted by 
Moulam and Ledeboer with little 
discussion by the main committee, 
who seemed prepared to be 
satisfied with general facts. 
But by early May the feeling had 
developed that the Council's 
energies were being misdirected 
and that its affairs should be 
examined in some detail. 
Finally, at a tortuous extra 
committee meeting on May 17th, 
from which Moulam was absent, 
Ledeboer announced the BM C's 
plans to play host to a U.I.A.A. 
party climbing in North Wales : 
the Sports Council was to pay 
only £650 with an estimated 
£400 coming from the climbers 
themselves. It transpired that the 
whole programme was going to 
cost £2,500 however. 
When it was further announced 
that the cancellation of the 
Safety Film was going to cost 
£2,500, committee members 
at last realized that the BMC 
was undertaking sizeable 
financial burdens. 
In the light of anxieties expressed 
all the members of the committee 
involved with the film were asked 
to give their understanding of the 
position, and four days later 
Moulam and Ledeboer resigned . 
Despite the apparent chaos it 
may be that this crisis will 
provide just the spur the BMC 
needs to revolutionize itself and 
become truly representative of 
British Climbing. At the AG M 
in June, Alan Blackshaw was 
elected President, and Don 
Whillans and John Wilkinson 
were made Vice-Presidents. All 
are respected figures who 
should add greatly to the BMC's 
prestige and decision-making 
ability during the next few years. 
Dave Partridge was elected 
Honorary Secretary. 
Already Blackshaw, an astute 
diplomatic Civil Servant, has 
streamlined the BM C's 
activities into a series of 
working parties, and a good 
deal of useful reform can be 
expected in the coming months. 

'HEAVY' TALKS 
Regal 'Heavy Duty' Birdlime talks to Ian McNaught- Davis 
This interview took place during a short visit to Yosemite Valley, one of 
the greatest rock climbing areas in the world. We sat round the 
Californian Redwood log fire and, as 'Heavy· talked, we could hear the 
bears grunting and the racoons and jackals chattering . Even the 
elegant jays were enjoying the occasion as the seated group of silent 
climbers drew on their curiously aromatic cigarettes. 
McNaught-Davis: To most British climbers, Yosemite means big 
overhangs, cracks stuffed with pitons, and six-day routes. 
Heavy Duty: They were the big challenge and the photographs got 
everyone jerked up, but now you can split the valley into two groups : 
those who want to do all the big face routes. and those who do one 
or two, realize how intrinsically boring six days of hammering can be, 
and promptly relax and enjoy the one- or two-day routes. So far there 
is only one person in the first group. 
Well. I certainly thought that the one -day routes I did gave me some 
of the best climbing I have ever done. 
You should do my latest route : 100ft. of wild stemming up the flare, 
lie away for 50ft. up the off-width crack, and past the only horn in the 
dihedral to the drop-off. I've called it 'Stepping out with Diddly Dick 
on a Galactic Trip'. 5.12, every move. 

Climbing in the valley has created a new language, techniques and 
equipment. What are the latest advances? 
Most recently we have turned our attention to the problem that has 
existed ever since ropes were first used - the low status of the second 
man. Leading through is one answer. of course, but with climbers of 
different abilities we have introduced the Simulated Leader Fall. As the 
second tries the hard move, the leader lets out enough rope so that 
when the second comes off he falls as far as the leader would from the 
same position . Of course it's safer, since the protection won't come out, 
but even so some seconds don't seem to enjoy it. They are probably 
prejudiced against innovative technique . 

I can see how it would enhance his status, but wouldn't it tempt him 
to pull up on the pegs? 
No way. If he did, he would have to repeat the pitch. As you know, in 
our grading system, if you pull up on a pin the climb becomes an aid 
climb. I did one sixty-pitch route and, unknown to me, the second 
pulled up on a knife-blade. When I found out, we went back and 
repeated the climb so it wouldn't be degraded to an aid route. 

You mention a sixty-pitch climb . Why doesn't the guidebook say how 
long a route is in feet? 
A guidebook must be subjective, not objective . If it says a route is 
1,500ft., and it turns out to be 1,550ft., the guide is wrong, and 
everything else in the guide is then suspect. If the guide says it is a 
six-pitch climb, and you take seven, you just didn't lead out enough 
rope on each pitch . • 

That makes sense, nearly. What other ethical problems do you have? 
Chalk is the burning issue this season. As the palms sweat, the jams 
get slippery, and a puff of chalk makes all the difference. This seemed 
O.K. just before a pitch, but some people are doing it before every move 
and on some pitches every hold is buried beneath a pile of white chalk. 
To avoid defacing the cliff, some climbers now paint their hands with 
tincture of benzoine, rub in plenty of chalk, then spray on a sealer 
This gives antiseptic, high-friction hands, more compatible with boot 
rubber, and they'll last for three or four pitches. It's a breakthrough 
for technology, but ethically dubious. 

What is your position ? 
I am against it, of course, but I got a thrill doing a second ascent of 
a Bridwell route, when I found a perfect imprint of his hand as he 
stemmed on the chicken -head . I placed my hand over it and felt a real 
pride in following the move exactly as the ma;ter had done it. 

That must have been a very moving experience. I understand that 
religion plays a big part in the lives of many climbers in the valley. 
Religion has helped in many ways. Faith healing has given immediate 
cures to hands torn in some 5.10 jam-crack. 'Praise-God', over there, 
claims that his faith has so lightened his burden that he did fifty 
one-arm pull-ups on a bashie before leading Stoveleg Cracks free. 
I personally don't believe it; if so, why was he working out on the 
parallel bars every day for the past year? 

Everyone takes keeping fit very seriously. It's boulder problems every 
night, jogging round the meadows, and a diet of nut cutlets and 
alcohol-free beer at fifty cents a glass. 
This is old Indian country and we still have traces of ancient and 
mysterious sicknesses. Jim Domino, for example, sees blue flashes with 
yellow circles every time he tries to do a 5.11 pitch. He's just not in 
shape. Even two of your Englishmen, Mo and Benjy, had an attack of 
the Tuolumne Trembles that caused them to spend all day doing a single 
5.9 pitch. They should take things more seriously and get in shape. 
It's been a real privilege talking to you . .. 
Phew! .. . 5.9 ... 
I spoke to Whillans last week, and . . . 
Phew! ... Heavy Duty ... 
He said: "Yosemite - hot and pot" ... 
Phew! Far . .. out .. . 
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Fitzroy's South Buttress 
by Dave Nicol 

When we arrived at the Saddle, we were still undecided as 
to where to cast our lot. A few days earlier we had 
abandoned all thoughts of attempting the East Pillar 
having found to our dismay that it would mostly consist of 
aid-climbing and would therefore be very time-consuming. 
With the amount and quality of fixed rope that we had 
available the only way to have tackled it would have been 
in one push. Being climbers of average ability, and capable 
of only modest effort, we would have been unlikely to 
reach the top in this style. We therefore turned to the south, 
the arena of the French and American routes. 

The Terray/Magnone route, judged from the standpoint of 
modern gear and techniques, looked somewhat illogical and 
not very pleasant, although it is undoubtedly difficult. 
Most of the climb consists of piles of rickety-looking blocks 
stuck in the back of a vertical gully. At intervals, blocks of 
ice and spouts of water shoot out from its odious confines. 
It was clear that our route would have to be the bare 
pillar to the left, in fact the true south ridge of the mountain . 
In his book The Conquest of Fitzroy, Azema said : " The 
ridge is as sharp as the prow of a Dreadnought and would 
defy any attempt to climb it" . From today's viewpoint, this 
was perhaps coming it a bit strong . We could see, however, 
that the ridge's 2,000ft. of difficulties would probably 
require much work with the iron soldiers and hence several 
days of effort. 

Although the afternoon was well advanced, Lee and Birch 
decided to make a start. Lee, clad in an electrifying, one
piece wind-suit, with a sort of surgical body-belt of orange 
tape, looked like some space-age conquistador about to 
carve out his piece of vertical South America . He 
resolutely addressed an overhanging crack, two feet away 
from the arete, which seemed direct enough for anyone. 
On the third pitch , an aid nut slipped out and Lee fell , 
removing a fingernail in the process. The lads ret1·eated to 
the cave at the Grand Barrier to render first aid and fetch 
more food. The rest of us spent the night in the miserable 
scoop we had started in the hard 50° ice of the Shoulder. 

Wade and I spent the next two days climbing the main 
body of the pillar. A freezing wind blew for most of the day, 
with intermittent snow showers, but the views were 
impressive. The great pipe-end of the Torre gestured 
obscenely from the scudding clouds and the exposure 

The East Face of Fitzroy 
with the South Buttress on 
the left and the top 
section of the stupendous 
East Pillar on the right. 
The bottom third of the 
Pillar is obscured by the 
intervening snow ridge. 
Routes: 1. The South 
Buttress with the points 
where Lee(a) and Wade 
(band c) fell off; 2 . The 
French Route (Magnone / 
Terray, 1952); 3 . The high 
point reached on the East 
Pillar by the 1968 French 
expedition. Photo: Nicol 

increased alarmingly as we advanced up the almost 
monolithic rock . 

The first day was mainly straightforward aid-climbing up 
verglassed rock. The whole of the second day was passed 
on a singular 500ft. crack, eight to eighteen inches wide. 
One of Wade's pitches was particularly interesting: the 
crack closed down to eight inches and became smeared 
with ice. A very thin secondary crack, inside the main crack, 
which could be felt but not seen, offered the only means of 
progress. Unable to wield his hammer, Wade blindly 
slotted a chain of copper-heads and made precarious 
progress for 40ft. Here, the crack died and three bathooks 
were used to reach a jammed block. The next pitch 
retained the interest: the first 60ft. went without a runner ; 
carrying only the bolt bag and a couple of pegs, I found it 
as hard as the well -trodden Fissure Brown. 

Meanwhile the rest of the team had arrived at the Saddle, 
ready for the fi na I push. Unfortunately the threatened storm 
arrived simultaneously and soon the old organ pipes were 
really sounding off in earnest. 

After three days in the cave we were all soaked to the skin. 
We were unable to stem the spray of powder coming 
through the door and the soft-snow interstices melted out 
of the hard ice walls, creating an atmosphere more akin to 
the shower room of a Vorkute labour camp than a cosy 
refuge from the tempest. With chattering teeth we 
retreated, though not without difficulty, to the lower cave, 
leaving 1,000ft. of polypropylene resonating in the wind. 

Sixteen days later we returned, the storm having spent 
itself. But the outlook remained unsettled. By a majority of 
4 to 2, it was deemed that Birch and Anthoine should re
climb the fixed ropes and attempt to reach the top of the 
Pillar. The first 150ft. of rope had disappeared completely, 
the bottom end having frayed through and blown up out of 
sight. Pale with fear, but still resolute, the intrepid pair 
re-climbed the first pitch . The second rope had lost two of 
its three strands. The fourth broke completely. By this time, 
however, Anthoine was avidly runnering his progress, 
whilst Birch belayed him with a stout rope. Consequently 
the fall was held after 15ft. The pair did well to reach the 
top of the Pillar that afternoon, with two new pitches. 

At 3.0 a.m. the following morning, everything was still 
and clear. Wade, Lee and I set off up the fixed ropes; the 
others were to follow later with bivvy gear. We climbed the 
1,200ft. in a sporting 1 ¼ hours, although we were painfully 
aware of the dangerous state of the ropes. Powder snow 
showered from the cams of the Jumars, and banks of 
cordage were plastered on every sharp edge. This time we 
had to reach the summit; another day's wind and nobody 
would have dared to climb the ropes again . 

I started up an 8"- 1 O" overhanging crack and after an hour's 
hard work had only made 40ft. I was unable to find a very 
satisfactory combination of bongs and was also beginning 
to feel a bit peculiar : every time I shut my eyes, golden 
pheasants with leathery, creaking wings flew around my 
head. This was probably the result of an overdose of 
Larry's psychedelic sleeping tablets. However, the others 
had by then spotted another possibility to the left and I 
was persuaded to return. Lee, still clad in his nylon one
piece, stank like a polecat, and we were quite relieved 
when he left the stance to climb some difficult ice runnels 
which appeared to lead to an obvious rake. More iced-up 
traverses, some of them very loose, brought us to an 
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impressive overhanging wall, complete with a Christmassy 
bomb-bay chimney and hairline cracks to the right. 

Anthoine had by this time appeared at the end of the 
traverse. He was fond of quoting from The Conquest of 
Fitzroy: "And Guido pushed on with the assurance of a 
gambler who knows he cannot lose". A few moments later, 
Wade, who was hard at work on the hairline cracks, pulled 
out two micro-nuts and catapulted out backwards with an 
anguished cry. Wincing inwardly I concentrated on the 
summit of the Poincenot which now seemed well below us. 
Three more pitches, another lob, and the Fitzroy was in the 
bag. 

The final 500ft. resembled a somewhat out-of-condition 
20 

north ridge of Tryfan, and we walked up together. At the 
top of the supercouloir, gusts of wind blew through the 
crenellated gaps with a curious sound like that of biscuit 
tins being banged together. Translucent dinner-plates of ice 
floated up from the depths like ghostly familiars or eldritch 
spirits from a Wyndham-Lewis novel. I was feeling a bit tired 
by the time we pulled out on to the final pinnacle, but the 
feeling was soon replaced by one of fierce exhilaration . The 
heart of the Cordillera lay at our feet, and the next storm 
was still hours away. Moments like this seem to be one's 
raison d'etre, at least for some of us. "Not a bloody thing," 
said Anthoine, as he finished his sordid grubbing for 
souvenirs. The spell broken, I looked in my sac for some
thing to leave behind. I came up with a vivid tartan 
shortcake tin depicting a plump Bonnie Prince Charlie 

Left: An easy aid pitch leading to the first step. Centre top: Wade, buffetted by the wind, makes progress on the third pitch. Centre bottom: 
Lee cleans pitch 12 which led to the diagonal ramp. Right: Wade just before he fell from the hairline cracks by the bomb-bay chimney. Photos: Nicol 

ruminating from within a heather patch of unlikely colour. 
Not exactly representative, but near enough. 

A last look round at the murk gathering over the ice-cap: 
thirty-five days at least, by the look of it. So once again it 
had been an eleventh-hour ascent of Fitzroy, for we 
wouldn't have had another chance. 

SUMMARY 
Patagonia. Fitzroy: South Buttress The first ascent on 11th 
December 1972 after four days of preparation . 21 roped pitches with 
climbing of grade 6 and A3 . An Anglo-American expedition comprising : 
Dave Nicol, Guy Lee, Ian Wade, Eddy Birch, Julian (Mo) Anthoine and 
Larry Derby. All members of the party reached the summit. 

BRITISH FITZROY EXPEDITION 1973 
In October a small, strong team will attempt the East Pillar of 
Fitzroy. The party : Rab Carrington, Alan Rouse, Cliff Phillips, Pete 
Minks and Mick Geddes will try to climb this major route in 'good 

. style' with a minimum of bolts and fixed ropes and without the 
hindrance of commercialism. 
Help us by sending for a signed postcard of the face from base camp. 
Only 25p from : R. Carrington, 2 Christchurch Mt., Epsom, Surrey. 
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Bridging theGap 
by Tom Price 

I hope you won't be disappointed in what I have to say. 
With a title like 'Bridging the Gap' you may be expecting 
something like How to Set Up a Tirolean Traverse or 
The Employment of the Schermuly Line-Shooting Pistol in 
Climbing. In fact, I have been instructed to say something 
about two kinds of gap, which may actually turn out to be 
two aspects of the same gap. 

Firstly, there is the gap that is felt to exist between the 
person who has taken up mountain leadership as another 
teaching skill, and the ordinary sporting mountaineer 
and club member; and secondly, the gap which actually 
exists between the numbers of youngsters introduced to 
mountaineering by education, and the comparatively few 
who continue the interest and join mountaineering clubs. 
The first thing I asked myself was: "Is the teaching 
mountaineer really any different from the sporting 
mountaineer?" And my first cautious reply was : " He 
doesn't have to be." I can think of people from courses of 
training who have become devotees of mountaineering 
indistinguishable in their outlook from those whose 
introduction was a keen personal interest leading to 
membership of a club. Like members of the Establishment, 
it's often surprising where they have come from. I suppose 
the truth is that once the spark is kindled, it matters little 
how it was first ignited; the result is a mountaineer, an 
enthusiast. 
Nevertheless, all too often one can see a difference, and 
when one does it is basically a difference of attitude. I can 
well recall the time when I myself became a teaching 
mountaineer, after many years of private climbing and fell
walking and club membership. It was when I became 
Warden of a Mountain Centre. My friends were very 
generous about it, they made allowances, they conceded 
that everyone has to earn a living somehow, and that no 
one could be blamed for wanting to go and live in Eskdale ; 
but few of them really approved of what I was doing, and 
one or two said as much. I felt they had the same kind of 
reservations that the contemporaries of the Abraham 
brothers must have had when the brothers went into the 
postcard business. I was no longer quite pure. 

So perhaps there is a gap. And if there is it is one of 
outlook. Crudely stated, the difference is that educators 
care about people, while climbers care about mountains. 
I don't mean, of course, that mountaineers, by caring for 
mountains, do not care for people, nor do I suggest that the 
educator, by caring for people, is thereby indifferent to 
mountains. They are not incompatibles : on the contrary, 
most mountaineers are highly gregarious and, for many, 
good companionship is one of the greatest joys of the hills. 
It is simply that the teacher-mountaineer and the mountaineer 
per se have different preoccupations and often a quite 
different outlook. For example, the mountaineer does not 
climb for the good of his health. That mountaineering is on 
the whole a health-giving pursuit is a mere fringe benefit. 
In fact, the mountaineer is likely to persist with his sport to 
the detriment of his health, laying up for himself who 
knows what stores of arthritis, haemorrhoids and the like. 
The educator, on the other hand, does tend to climb for his 
health, or rather his pupils' health. He deliberately uses 
the mountain environment to improve the physical, mental 
and spiritual condition of his pupils. Contrast this with the 
mountaineer who will sell his soul to the Devil so long as he 
is not kept off the hills. 
O~e can pursue this difference of outlook into the realms of 
safety. Sporting mountaineers, one cannot but admit, are 
on the whole a bit dangerous. It is only when they turn 
professional that they become concerned and preoccupied 
about safety. What keeps them alive is a certain sensitivity 
to danger, and an element of unconscious judgement, 
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born of a long succession of near-misses. For in a sense 
all mountaineers are survivors. 

The difference of approach to safety is illustrated for me by 
the recollection that as an experienced private climber my 
idea of introducing four sixteen -year-old novices to 
rock-climbing was to take them up Scafell Pinnacle by 
Slingsby's Chimney on a greasy November day. Later, as 
a teacher-climber, I would have objected to this on at 
least two important counts: firstly, four novices were too 
many for one instructor, and secondly, the instructor had no 
colleague in the vicinity to help him in an emergency. 
The sporting mountaineer is certainly much more inclined to 
travel hopefully than the teacher-mountaineer. I would 
like to bet, for example, that if you made a raid into the 
hills one Sunday, and pulled in two or three hundred club 
mountaineers, and frisked them, it would be a scandal how 
few orange survival bags you would find on them. 

The fact is that the sporting mountaineer sees climbing as 
a slightly anti -authoritarian activity, or at the very least as 
an assertion of personal idiosyncrasy. It was particularly 
so when I was first taking to climbing , for at that time the 
general public saw it as a perverse and irresponsible 
activity. People were hostile to the sight of a rope, and 
would tell you off on railway stations. The teacher
mountaineer, on the other hand, is necessarily a responsible 
chap, on the side of society rather than against it or outside 
it. Joining a University Climbing Club, therefore, is quite a 
different thing from doing mountain-leadership as part of a 
main P.E. course. 
It might be worth pursuing this thought further, as it may 
shed some light on the second 'gap' of my title - the 
question being asked by some members of the B.M .C. 
committee : "What happens to all the young people who 
are introduced to climbing at school? Why do they not 
appear in greater numbers in the climbing clubs?" 

Well , it may be that the inclusion of climbing as a school 
subject has the effect of putting them off. Education has 
in the past done a magnificent job in putting people off 
poetry, for example. 

It is too simple, however, to blame this kind of thing on 
the schools and the teachers. It is really an aspect of the 
fundamental distinction we make in our society between 
work and play. There was a time when work was man's 
chief concern and chief fulfilment. For some, this is still 
the case, notably for the old hill-farmer who looks without 
full comprehension at the weekend climbers. And of 
course the same applies for people with a vocation. 
But for the majority work is dull , necessary and repetitive, 
its chief justification being the fact that it earns money. 
And school counts as work. 

This is one of the reasons why many people feel so uneasy 
at the thought of children enjoying themselves at school , 
and so inclined to place the onus for disciplining children 
upon the schools rather than upon themselves. Ideas 
about the severity of work and education are frequently 
attributed to puritanical attitudes in our culture, unjustly in 
my view. The puritans were in fact much concerned with 
human happiness, the word 'joy' was prominent in their 
vocabulary, and at their best they showed a keen 
appreciation of the privilege of being alive and a readiness 
to praise the Lord for it. What makes education sometimes 
such a dreary business is not puritanism but something 
much more recent, what Matthew Arnold, the first 
Inspector of Schools, called middle-class philistinism. It is 
the attitude that insists that pleasure shall always be 
frivolous, and serious enterprises always dull. It is 
inveterately status-seeking, and has given a new and 
deplorable meaning to the word 'respectable'. It has turned 



This article is taken from a paper read to the 1973 Mountain 
Safety Conference held in Leeds last March. Tom Price, 
sometim e Ward en of Eskdale Outward Bound School, is 
now the West Rid ing adviser on social education . 

education into a device for claiming superiority, and this in 
its turn has led to an insincerity which has estranged 
poetry and art and devalued popular culture. Whatever it 
embraces becomes solemn, pretentious, exclusive and dull. 

I think many mountaineers are intuitively aware of the 
menace of philistinism. Perhaps that is what makes some 
top climbers feel compelled to be gratuitously coarse and 
anti -heroic in their public lectures. And there is a long 
British tradition of not training for mountaineering feats. 
Foreign mountaineers prepare for a major ascent in the gym, 
British mountaineers in the pub. Or so they pretend. 

So it may be that the best way for a school to produce 
future members of the Groupe de Haute Montagne 
would be to construct a climbing wall on one side of the 
building, and then forbid anyone to go near it. 

The teacher-mountaineer is likely to be, and certainly 
ought to be, a mature, well-balanced person fully aware of 
his aims and fully aware of his responsibilities. The 
sporting mountaineer, on the other hand, is inclined to be 
determinedly immature. After all , climbing, even the 
climbing of Everest, is fundamentally a boyish prank writ 
large. Mallory's random remark, "Because it is there", has 
been given undue prominence in our explanations of why 
we climb. I'm pretty sure Mallory said it only in order to 
close the tiresome subject. A more carefully considered 
explanation was given by Andre Roch at a club dinner 
just after the Swiss attempt on Everest. He said, apropos of 
the nationalism which was so apt to creep into the sport, 
that the only reason for climbing was that it was "fun" . 
He was speaking in English, in which he had no great 
facility, and it was clear that by "fun" he implied a good 
deal more than he was able to put into words. He was 
suggesting, I believe, what the Archbishop of Dublin was 
suggesting when he said: "Happiness is no laughing 
matter". I think that by the simple unassumimg word " fun" 
he was even perhaps asserting the primacy of the things of 
the spirit. And that is, surely, where the educator and the 
mountaineer can be reconciled, where the spirit of joyous 
independence and personal fulfilment can be linked with 
the spirit of purposeful and responsible concern for young 
people's development. 

With these reflections in mind I would make, for discussion, 
the following suggestions about the way in which mountain 
education might move. Firstly, a greater element of 
voluntariness should be introduced. Secondly, the 'closed 
shop' attitude to qualifications should be discouraged in 
some way. Thirdly, there should be a move away from the 
concept of the Outdoor Pursuits Centre, with its once-only 
offer of a week or two's training ; instead, informal work 
should be encouraged in schools and youth services, with 
the Centres offering guidance. Fourthly, we should avoid 
establishing a methodology, avoid laying down the law, 
avoid rules and deal chiefly in terms of general principles. 
Finally, and most important by far, we should look more 
closely and thoughtfully at our educational aims, and be 
prepared, in doing so, to turn for guidance to the sporting 
mountaineer while retaining the degree of responsibility 
and concern for safety vital when looking after other people's 
children. 

BOOKS AND JOURNALS WANTED 
American and Canadian Alpine Journals 
Five Miles High by Robert Bates 
Men Against the Clouds by Burdsell and Emmons 
Ascent of Rum Doodle by W. E. Bowman 
Blank on the Map by Eric Shipton 
Send details by air mail to: 
Leroy D. Cross, 21 Columbia Avenue, Brunswick, Maine 04011 , U.S.A. 

JENSEN PACK 
T.M. 

The classic Don Jensen design is carefully con
structed by Rivende/1. Ingenious compartmentali
zation and contoured shape provide optimum 
comfort. Four lengths assure a perfect fit. Accept 
no imitations. 

Send for free brochure and dealer list. 

Box E, Snoqualmie, Wa. 98065, U.S.A. 
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Mount McKinley's South Face, 
Alpine Style 
by Alex Bertulis. 

The drawback of climbing most major high -altitude 
mountains is that they require siege tactics. Ropes are fixed 
and camp gear is hauled along. More food is required 
because more time is spent ferrying loads between camps 
and less time is spent climbing. The prospect of climbing a 
major mountain 'alpine style' seemed attractive to Jim 
Wickwire, Tom Stewart, Rob Schaller, Charlie Raymond. 
Leif Patterson and me, and the South Face of Mount 
McKinley the perfect testing ground.* 

To ensure that our packs would be light enough to allow 
moderately difficult climbing, stringent weight-saving tactics 
were adopted. It was agreed to forgo tents on the mountain 
and rely on snow caves. Instead of sleeping bags, it was 
proposed that half-bags and duvets would suffice. Three 
of our team took exception to this and opted for full length 
bags in lieu of heavy duvets. We allowed full food rations 
for climbing days only. Storm days, as rest days, were 
allotted one-third rations (the 'hibernation principle' had 
been previously tested). 

The Cassin Ridge became our chosen route. It was first 
pioneered in 1961 by a strong Italian team led by the 
redoubtable Riccardo Cassin. We decided that a fixed line 
for the Japanese Couloir (the crux of the climb) would be 
prudent, not for expediting the climbing, but to ensure a 
safe retreat in case of an emergency. 

Stewart, Wickwire and Schaller arrived in Talkeetna on 
June 5th. The usual wait for flying weather began. On 
June 6th attention was focused on the train from Anchorage, 
which was rumoured to be bringing a team of Japanese 
women intent on climbing the South Face of McKinley also! 
At noon the train arrived. First off were the Japanese girls -
five of them and very small. Wickwire introduced himself 
to Miss Sekita, the leader, and asked what route they had 
in mind. She said: "West Rib." He then told her we were 
going to the Central Rib. With this exchange of 
information, all were greatly relieved as now there would 
be no crowding, no put-down and no international dispute. 
In fact, during the week-long approach march to the South 
Face, we really enjoyed each others' presence. 

June 7th dawned clear and bush pilots in Talkeetna were 
busy. Cliff Hudson flew the first part of our team in to the 
'McKinley International Airport' on the South-East Fork 
of the Kahiltna Glacier. Flanked by the awesome North 
Face of Mount Hunter on one side and the 10,000ft. 
East Face of Mount Foraker on the other, it was an 
impressive transition to a unique mountain world. The plan 
was that this advance party would haul most of the 
expedition equipment to the intersection of the Main 
Kahiltna Glacier and its North-East Fork, establish a camp 
there, then carry two days· food, some equipment and skis 
to a cache at the 10,000ft. level on the West Buttress route, 
for our descent. 
That night about four hundred pounds of gear was loaded 
on to an aluminium sledge, and the struggle up the 
Kahiltna was under way. Seven hours and six miles later, 
the camp was established. A good day's sleep followed 
before the carry to the West Buttress that evening. At 
7.00 a.m. that same day, Patterson, Raymond and I left 
Seattle, by air. At noon we were depo,sited on the South
East Fork of the Kahiltna Glacier! Recovering from a rather 
sudden case of mountain shock, we waited until evening 
to proceed up the main glacier. Not so our Japanese 
friends; one by one the little ladies, on short skis and with 
disproportionately large loads on their backs, passed by our 
camp, returning a few hours later for another load. 
Later on the sun was replaced by fog, and the evening 
became very cold. Two French climbers arrived on skis and 
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asked about the flight service to Talkeetna that night. I 
looked at the clouds around us and recalled a similar 
occasion when I waited for seven days, near here, for the 
pilot to pick us up. I advised the Frenchmen not to expect 
a flight and asked how far they had come that day. The 
one with the French Alpine Guide medallion on his chest 
pointed to the summit of McKinley and said: "From the 
top." I was impressed. 

About one o'clock that night Hudson's small silvery plane 
appeared through the fog and picked the Frenchmen up. 

Due to all the previous expeditions the vast Kahiltna Glacier 
was well marked. Approaching the south-west base of 
Mount McKinley we recognized the blue 'McKinley' tent 
belonging to our advance party, which was, on this day, 
reconnoitring the route ahead. 
Before long, we were all happily reunited. On June 11th, 
we carried one load half-way up the North-East Fork of the 
Kahiltna and another the next day. We located our first 
cave at the edge of an expansive ice-fall, wedged between 
precipitous walls of ice and rock. 
June 13th we spent exploring a route through the ice-fall 
and carried some equipment across. The final push was 
made the next day with full packs. I belayed Stewart over 
a questionable snow bridge. The weather began to 
worsen; an icy wind picked up with force. I followed and 
was convinced that the bridge would collapse. Somehow 
it did not. Next, Patterson belayed Wickwire across while 
we watched with anticipation. The instant Wickwire 
placed his second foot on the bridge, it collapsed. I saw 
Patterson struggling desperately, trying to hold the rope -
his short ice axe flipped out of its anchorage in the snow! 
The arresting effect on the rope was almost nil but kept 
Wickwire facing up so that he landed on his back about 
60ft. down the crevasse. We were very fortunate. Wickwire 
suffered only from mild shock and whiplash. Much of the 
gear in his pack was damaged from absorbing the impact. 
Patterson, certainly the safest belayer I ever climbed with, 
suffered some burned fingers and consternation, the latter 
having a more lasting effect. The rest of the crevasses we 
belayed without packs. 
Our next snow cave camp was established at the base of 
the Cassin Ridge at 11,800ft. After a week of rather 
efficient glacier travel, we were very eager to start climbing. 
The notorious Japanese Couloir was immediately above us. 
From observations made en route, it became apparent that 
much ice climbing would be involved. We drew straws the 
next morning. Stewart, Wickwire and I were the (dubious) 
winners allowed to make the first push up the couloir. 
Wickwire took the lead on the 45 ° slope above the 
bergschrund. He avoided the green ice, though the thin 
layer of snow over the ice gave little more security. 150ft. 
out, the others continued climbing simultaneously while I 
belayed. At the end of two leads Wickwire reached some 
rocks and belayed Stewart up while I started from below. 
Stewart continued over verglassed rock rather than the 
steepening ice. I took the next lead over the rock steps and, 
at long last, reached the first reasonable belay ledge - four 
leads from the bergschrund. A dense mist enveloped us. 
Tired and cold, we rappelled back down after tying off the 
¾" (fixed) polypropolene line. 

The following day was marginal at best. The other three 
left for the couloir while our group recuperated. It started 
snowing in earnest. Patterson took the fifth lead - over ice 
and snow. Schaller had the thankless task of adjusting the 

• The accounfof the Japenese ascent of the South Face as-described in A.A.J . 1970, pp 
109-110, is inaccurate. Omitted was the fact that standard expedition tactics were 
employed. Also. the difficul t parts of the route were fixed in advance of the fina l push. 
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Above left: The South Face of Mt. McKinley seen from Base Camp on the Kahiltna Glacier. The West Buttress (normal route ) is the left skyline 
and the Cassin Ridge sin sunlight just below the right skyline. The West Rib is the main feature in the centre of the face. Above right: The lower 
part of the Cassin Ridge with the 1,200ft. Japanese Couloir as seen from 13,000ft. on the West rib . Photos: Bertulis. Below: Alex Bertulis with 
three members of the ill-fated Japanese Ladies Expedition. The leader, Michiko Sekita (nearest to Bertulis) , took no part in the final summit push, 
but three other members of the party died during the attempt. Photo: Jim Wickwire 
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fixed ropes. The sixth pitch in the couloir involved some 
tricky verglassed rock climbing ; the seventh forced its 
way through a narrowing ice gully. Everyone was getting 
inundated with small snow avalanches. It was uncomfortable 
and becoming dangerous. Wet and exhausted, they began 
a treacherous descent. Voice communication was poor ; the 
fixed rope iced up. 

June 17th and 18th were our first enforced rest days. Hig h 
winds whipped the snow against the South Face outside 
while countless powder avalanches flowed constantly down 
the vertical rock walls like silent waterfalls. 

Early on June 19th, the weather appeared on the verge of 
a major storm. Remarkably, it dispersed by midday and w e 
were all off on the final push up the couloir. Stewart and 
Wickwire chose to lead the last 3½ gruelling pitches of 60° 
ice to the crest of the ridge. The danger from ice and rock 
fall was high . Patterson sustained a cut eyebrow and 
Raymond a painful hit on the arm. We were all spread out. 
It started snowing and avalanching again. Front-pointing 
up steep ice with sixty pound packs at around 13,000ft. 
was slow and demanding. 

Near the top, Schaller slipped and hurt his knee ; the 
severity of the injury (a broken tibia) was not assessed 
until after the trip. By early next morning the last of us 
crested the ridge and settled on to the precipitous 
Cassin Ledge. 

What a ledge! Two to four feet wide and down -sloping. 
Where and how the previous parties were able to pitch a 
tent here was baffling. Not that it mattered; we did not 
have a tent. We started scouting for snow cave sites but 
after shaving through the translucent cornices along the 
70° ridge crest and probing the shallow snow over the rock 
and ice, we abandoned the search. Raymond continued one 
more lead up the crest and reported more ice. Schaller was 
cooking up hot boullion . Wickwire and I crouched 
at one end of the ledge, feeling somewhat ill. 

The sun finally reached our perch and warmed our morale. 
A debate on strategy ensued. Under the present conditions 
no cave sites were within reach. With only three ice pitons 
left we were seriously undertooled for more ice climbing . 
We had certainly underestimated the severity of the climb 
because of the unexpected amount of ice. All kinds of 
options were proposed. What finally settled all arguments 
was the obvious storm clouds forming around us. Without 
protection from the weather, we would be inviting disaster. 

Dejected, we began the arduous descent. With snow falling 
in the twilight we arrived, one by one, at our former cave -
about 36 hours after having left it. Abandoning one of the 
world's finest mountain routes, after having climbed its 
major crux, was a bitter disappointment to all of us. 
Schaller's knee was swollen as large as a melon . As the 
expedition doctor, he also attended, with dedication, to 
everyone's cuts, bruises, pains and aches (real and 
imaginary). Despite our miserable lot, we enjoyed a strong 
esprit de corps. 
With our sights still on the summit, we decided to try the 
West Rib route - also on the South Face, but a rather easier 
proposition than the Cassin Ridge. The Japanese girls 
would also be on the West Rib. Ironically, we had been so 
worried initially about their being on the Cassin. As it 
turned out, however, we never met them again . Our route 
followed a new course that touched the old West Rib route 
at only two points on the 10,000ft. face. 

After having spent two weeks approaching and climbing to 
13,000ft. on the Cassin Ridge, we made a fresh start up the 
West Rib, a few hundred feet away, on the 22nd of June. 
During the night of the 25th we reached the summit. 
This 3½ day 'alpine' ascent included a 36 hour interruption 
by another storm. 
From our snow cave we traversed across to the glacier 
hanging down the east flank of the West Rib. Manoeuvring 
through the seracs and ice cliffs was relatively easy and we 
gained altitude quickly. Looking back across the Face, we 
saw the Cassin Ridge silhouetted sharply against the sky. 
The Japanese Couloir, directly opposite us, looked vertical 
and uninviting. Unfortunately, the great route we were 
admiring had one important drawback: a plethora of fixed 

26 

Above: Storm clouds gather over Mt. McKinley. Photo: Ed Cooper 

ropes still remaining from the four previous expeditions, 
plus the bright yellow line we left behind. 
Six hours after our start, we reached a broad shoulder at 
14,200ft. With the weather deteriorating rapidly, a search 
for cave sites ensued. In probing the snow, Patterson 
discovered a major, hidden crevasse. This was interesting 
since no crevasses were visible in the area. Through a small 
hole, he vanished from the surface to investigate the icy 
chamber below. With the weather outside as it was, we did 
not hesitate on his invitation to follow. 

The crevasse was about three to six feet wide, meandering 
laterally farther than our sight line could follow. The sides 
of the crevasse disappeared into abysmal darkness. Fifteen 
feet below the surface, we levelled the top of a wedged 
snow block just large enough to contain our six prone 
bodies. There was an occasional crunch and creep. It was 
a while before I felt secure enough to unrope. Since the 
crevasse was not exposed to the atmosphere, it was 
profusely coated with hoar-frost of spectacular proportions. 
Perfect crystals, as large as half dollars, grew like feathery 
stalactites all around us and disintegrated at the slightest 
touch. 
Two nights were spent ensconced in this fairy tale ice 
palace, during which, we were later told, the most intense 
storm of the trip was raging outside. 

Early on the 24th of June, we departed in uncertain weather. 
It soon turned into brilliant sunshine and we made good 
progress over deep, soft snow at first. There followed a 
traverse across an unnerving avalanche slope, a short ice 
pitch, then rock scrambles to a comfortable ledge at 
16,800ft. There was a snow slope off to one side, though a 
bit too steep for good snow caving. Some began digging. 
A brew was started on a couple of stoves. The view was 
spectacular as the sun approached the horizon. 

Somebody recognized the faint sound of a plane engine, and 
we spotted it flying far below us. I grabbed our radio and 
called for Cliff Hudson to come in. "Roger! Roger! Roger!" 
came the garbled but elated answer. Due to mountain 
barriers between us and Talkeetna, this was our first radio 
contact. Hudson had been worried. In the quick conversation 
that followed, our main message was: "Get us a weather 
report." Later that evening, with our first clear shot into 
Talkeetna, Hudson came on the air again at the 
preassigned time. The report was for "24 hours of good 
weather, then a storm moving in with winds in excess of 
50 mph!" 

We were 3,500ft. below the summit. A heated discussion 
over whether to push to the summit before or after the 
storm followed. Our course of action was probably never 
completely settled that night. Wickwire and I moved to the 

rock ledge and crouched intimately close together inside a 
nylon bivouac sack to wait out the night. Our duvets were 
nice but the half sacks (pied d'elephant) seemed a bit small. 
The others were not much more comfortable in two 
separate snow holes. 
The next morning, due to our position rather than our 
enthusiasm, Wickwire and I started off first. The climb up 
the prominent couloir or 'Hourglass' involved 700ft. of 
enjoyable 40 °-45° ice and hard snow. On a bouldered 
shoulder at 17,800ft. Wickwire suggested we wait for the 
rest of our team. An uncomplicated 1,600ft. steepening 
snow slope stood between us and the summit plateau. 

Reunited, we reanalyzed our situation. It was estimated that 
the trip to the summit (20,300ft) and back would take less 
than nine hours without packs - a gross miscalculation. In 
view of the weather forecast, we all decided to strike for the 
summit - with almost no equipment, food or water! 
Altitude and fatigue must have had their effect on our 
minds. 
The 'easy' snow slope ahead of us turned out to be a 
difficult problem. At first, the step-kicking was knee deep. 
We changed leads often, as the hot sun and soft snow 
began to wear us down. Eventually, we made our way to 
the final hard-packed snow face below the corniced top. 
Once off the face, we found ourselves in an enormous 
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Left: Rob Schaller resting at 19,000ft. with the West Rib below him. The climber's route kept well to the left of the crest of the ridge. 
Photo: Charlie Raymond. Below left: The crevasse bivouac. Photo : Wickwire . Below right: Just above the crevasse bivouac at 14,500ft. with 
Kahiltna Peak in the background. Photo : l eif Patterson. Above: Tom Stewart and Alex Bertulis on the summit, at 2 a.m. Photo: Wickwire 

basin with a considerable distance of nearly level walking 
to the final summit upthrust. 

By this time, everyone but Wickwire was in some state of 
malady so our experience on top is best described in his 
diary: 

"The time was 1.35 a.m., with perhaps the least 
amount of light available. Nonetheless, the view in all 
directions was superb: Foraker, McKinley's sleeping 
sister, the magnificent Hunter and, tucked away down 
below, the fierce Huntington. A sunset and a start of a 
sunrise. Leif took a photo of me and I of him. Although 
it was bitterly cold . .. not a breath of air stirred. Leif 
and Charlie soon left the summit as they were cold and 
eager to get to lower ground. I decided to wait alone for 
Rob, Tom and Alex. It was kind of eerie being there 
alone for the 15 minutes before Rob came. He had a lot 
of guts coming up there with his bad knee. I admire 
his courage in doing it. He said Tom and Alex were 
coming, but slowly. Tom came first and scared the hell 
out of us. He walked along the very ridge crest and 
teetered a couple of times toward the abyss of the 
South Face. We were all unroped. He passed it off as a 
joke, but I still wonder whether it was the effect of the 
altitude. A few minutes later Alex came up. I went 
down to him and helped him the last few feet to the 
summit. He was in great pain from his back, but worse, 
he looked exhausted. His eyes were hollow; I have 
never seen him look so bad. We took the obligatory 
photos and headed down at 2.45 a.m. Down off the 
summit pyramid, Alex seemed to get worse. We 
considered taking him down to Denali Pass and then the 
basin at 17,000ft. for a helicopter rescue but Leif and I 
decided we could belay him safely down the steep 
1,600ft. slope. This was done safely, although taking 
hours." 

By the time we arrived back down to where we had left our 
packs, we had been climbing for 24 hours continuously. We 
were all dehydrated and, needless to say, very tired. 
Having recuperated in the warm midday sun (the storm 
was not on schedule) we descended via the West Buttress 
route. The next day we skied or snowshoed down the vast 

Kahiltna . Patterson and Raymond detoured four miles to our 
first cave to retrieve snowshoes which we had left behind . 
After numerous unpleasantries with an unusual number of 
rotten crevasse bridges we arrived at the McKinley 
International Airport where we indulged ourselves in an 
orgy of non-dehydrated food. The next morning Cliff 
Hudson flew us back to the hazards of civilization. 

Mount McKinley has earned international respect for its 
immense size, and notoriety for its frequent fierce and sudden 
arctic storms. Any expedition, traditional or alpine style, 
must allow time for acclimatization to avoid pulmonary 
oedema and serious fatigue, and must be prepared to 
bivouac under any conditions at any time. 
In part, our strategy was successful. Climbing the mountain 
unencumbered with a lot of equipment was extremely 
gratifying. Our attempt on the Cassin Ridge failed because 
we came prepared for a rock climb and expected conditions 
based on reports from previous expeditions that had made 
the climb. The conditions we found were unique to the 
Cassin Ridge, for almost every other route on the mountain 
has terrain that always holds larger pockets of snow 
adequate for cave digging. No party should ever be without 
at least one lightweight aluminium shovel - at any time. 
Despite much extra gear for technical climbing, our packs 
on the West Rib route weighed less than 60 pounds and 
included enough food to sustain us for at least another 
two weeks. Our decision to continue to the summit without 
the mandatory bivouac gear was a classical example of 
Mt. McKinley obliquity. We were fortunate. The team of 
Japanese girls who followed us, under similar 
circumstances, ran into the storm that we missed and 
perished on their summit a Lmpt. Had they had a shovel, 
they would have been able to dig in and might have 
survived. Both their team and ours included veterans of 
high altitude climbs in the Himalayas and the Andes; both 
underestimated the unpredictable Mount McKinley. 

SUMMARY Central Ala°'skan Range. Mt. McKinley: South Face 
An attempt on the Cassin Ridge and an alpine style ascent of the West 
Rib by Jim Wickwire, Rob Schaller, Charlie Raymond, Leif Patterson, 
Tom Stewart and Alex Bertulis. June 1972. 
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PIZBADllE 
EftTARY 

Colin Taylor scans the history of the great rock peak of the Bregaglia':' 

From Bonda, below the Maloja Pass on the road between 
St. Moritz and Chiavenna, the great cirque of granite peaks 
closing Val Bondasca can just be seen. On the left, to the 
east, rises the Sciara di Fuori (10,397ft.), marked out by 
its prominent North-West Buttress, with the Pioda di Sciara 
(10,623ft), the sharp point of the Ago di Sciara 
(10,515ft.), and the Sciara di Dentro (10,744ft.) to the 
west. Further west again, beyond the heavily crevassed 
Bonda Glacier which leads up to the Passo di Bonda, the 
long North-West Ridge of the Piz Gemelli (10,702ft.) rises 
out of the massive smooth slabs of the Bugeleisen 
(Flatiron); and Piz Cengalo (11 ,056ft.) presents a complex, 
3,000ft. North Face, bounded by the now popular 
North-West Buttress. 
Separated from the Cengalo by the ice couloir leading up to 
the Colle del Cengalo, Piz Badile (10,853ft.) can be 
immediately recognised by the immense slab of its 3,000ft. 
North-East Face, bounded on the right by the North Ridge. 
The slightly hollow appearance of the mountain from this 
side explains the derivation of its Italian name - the 
'Shovel' . The line of granite walls continues to the west; 
another ice couloir leading to the Colle del Badile separates 
the Badile from Piz Badilet (10,404ft.), which is also known 
as Punta St. Anna; beyond this again lie the Trubinasca 
peaks. 
The Badile is served by four huts. To the north-east, across 
the moraines and below the Bonda Glacier, is the Sciara 
Hut, while the Sasc Fura Hut lies at the foot of the North 
Ridge. Both of these are 2½ to 3½ hours' walk up from 
Bonda. The Gianetti Hut is separated by extensive moraines 
from the long and rather broken-up 1,500ft. face which the 
Badile presents to the south. From the Gianetti , the Sciara 
Hut can be reached in 4 hours over the Passo di Bonda 
(10,397ft), and the Sasc Fura in 5-6 hours over the Passo 
di Porcellizza (9,718ft.) and the Passo di Trubinasca 
(8,862ft). In a normal year, axe and crampons are 
unnecessary on the second route. On the summit of the 
Badile stands the tin bivouac hut, 'Alfredo Redaelli', recently 
erected by Lecea climbers and the Italian Army. 
The first ascent of the Piz Badile, then called the Cima di 
Tschingel, was made on July 26th, 1867, by W. A. B. 
Coolidge with Frani;:ois and Henri Devouassoud. They 
climbed the South Face, direct from the Baths of Masino, 
above San Martino, taking the line of ribs and gullies now 
used in descent. This was Coolidge's first contribution to 
alpine history ; he was 16 years old. Th~reafter the area was 
neglected in favour of the Bernina mountains, up the road, 
until Christian Klucker, from Sils, undertook a series of 
extremely bold ascents of the Badile from the north. 
Between July 1892 and June 1895, he climbed the 
Cengalo Couloir three times and descended it once, and 
after the second ascent led Anton von Rydzewski, his 
Russian employer, and the guide Emile Rey up the first 
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ascent of the East Ridge of the Badile. In July 1896, leading 
the guide Martin Schacher, Klucker cut steps up the Badile 
Couloir for 8¾ hours. He repeated this couloir the following 
year, with von Rydzewski and the Cortina guide Mansueto 
Barbaria, and went on to make the first ascent of the 
West Ridge of the Badile. These ice couloirs attain angles of 
55 °-60° and Klucker, of course, possessed neither 
crampons nor any form of ice peg. The Badile couloir had 
still not been repeated in 1932; when Clough and 
Grandison climbed it in 1962, they were impressed by the 
difficulty of the ascent, which they made with one bivouac. 
Prior to these climbs, Klucker had already made the first 
ascents of the North Faces of Piz Roseg and the Lyskamm 
with Ludwig Norman-Neruda. 
On July 11th 1892, Klucker, then 40 years old, made the 
first attempt on the North Ridge of the Badile. To modern 
eyes, the North Ridge is an obvious way up the mountain, 
although it is steep and more like a buttress in its upper 
section. Klucker's exploration was very bold for the time: 
climbing solo, in tattered socks and without a rope, he 
reached the 300ft. slab section, generally regarded as the 
crux; at this point he descended, convinced that he would 
never get his client, von Rydzewski, up the pitch, even 
if he climbed it himself. The next recorded attempt on 
the ridge was made in July 1911, by the brothers Caligari 
and the guide G. Scotti, all Italians. They, too, failed to 
pass Klucker's highest point. In August, however, they 
returned, and descended from the summit to lower one of 
the brothers down the pitch on a long rope, thereby 
'completing' the ascent. 
The first proper ascent was finally made in 1923, by the 
guide Walter Risch and the Swiss climber Alfred Zurcher 
(who was also on the first ascent of the Lauper route on 
the Eiger). The modern way to the foot of the North Ridge 
from the Sciara Hut is by the path up to the Vial Pass. 
Risch and Zurcher, however, gained the ridge from the 
Cengalo Glacier by making a rising traverse across the 
obvious snow patch some 600ft. to the right of the Cassin 
start to the North Face. (This is a rather dangerous route, 
as the snow rests on smooth slabs and usually 
avalanches at some time during the summer.) They carried 
18 pegs and 200ft. of rope. On the ridge they found 
numerous old slings and pegs left by the 1911 party. There 
was also a long rope left by an Austrian film company the 
previous summer. The 300ft. slab section took Risch three 
hours and he used three pegs on it, but much of the 
difficulty arose because he took a line off the crest of the 
ridge on the slabs of the North-East Face. On the second 
ascent, in July 1926, Andre Roch and Fortunato L'Orsa 

*The writer would like to express his thanks to Riccardo Cassin and Alessandro Gogna j 
for gathering together descriptions and diagrams of the Italian routes on Piz Badile. and <-
Alan Heppenstall obtained and translated the descriptions, and helped in the preparation " 
of the article. ;:: 





kept more to the ridge, along the route generally followed 
today. The climb is now extremely popular, with three 
pitches of Severe to Mild VS. It is often used in descent by 
parties coming off the North-East Face. The position is 
magnificent and the rock very good indeed, but it must be 
remembered that the climbing is fairly strenuous. The ridge 
is very exposed to bad weather, and the lightning hazard 
is serious. Neil Allinson, for example, had a very lucky 
escape a few years ago when he was knocked off his holds 
in the upper section by a lightning strike close by. The 
climb received its first winter ascent in February 1964, from 
Lecea climbers Casimiro Ferrari , Aldo Anghileri and 
Giuseppe Negri. 

The North-East Face 
The view from the Sciara Hut is dominated by the enormous 
concave slab of the North-East Face of the Badile, first 
climbed by Riccardo Cassin's party in 1937. This has been 
the route of the 'Bregaglia ever since Gaston Rebuffat wrote 
it up as one of the six great alpine North Walls in his book 
Starlight and Storm. It has several times been described as 
the most frequently climbed grade 6 route in the Alps, and is 
rivalled only by the Comici route on the Cima Grande. Much 
of the climbing is in a magnificently exposed position on 
excellent granite, so the face is deservedly popular. But 
though the technical difficulties are very reasonable, the 
route should never be underestimated : a swift break in the 
weather (a common occurrence in this area) can turn a 
straightforward ascent into a major epic. Moreover, the 
climber is always exposed to stonefall, particularly in the 
lower half of the face, either from the snow-scree slopes 
near the summit or from other parties on the mountain . 
The route follows a line right of the central depression of 
the face. The usual start is along a rightward traverse from 
high on the Cengalo Glacier to the leftmost of three obvious 
diedres. It is also possible to reach this point by traversing 
from the North Ridge. Opinions vary as to the difficulty 
of the diedre which , if wet, can be quite hard. A long 
leftwards traverse now leads across friction slabs, below 
overlapping rock. This ends at a ledge now known as the 
first Cassin bivouac. The route then moves left for a few 
feet, before taking a vague but fairly easy line directly 
upwards to emerge on easier-angled slabs. These are 
followed for a few rope lengths to reach the obvious snow 
patch which, although apparently half-way up the face, is 
really only a third of the way up. The difficulties up to this 
point vary from 4 to 5 plus, depending on the line taken . 
Above the snow patch, three pitches of quite difficult 
climbing lead up a series of left-facing diedres to a 
section of light-coloured slabs below the obvious rock scar. 
After a few easier pitches the final chimney/crack line is 
gained. This leads directly up to the North Ridge and can be 
followed throughout. In poor weather it is advisable to keep 
to the crack, although the final pitches give sustained 
jamming. In normal conditions, however, it is more enjoyable 
to leave the crack about 400ft. below the ridge for a ledge 
on the left. From the left-hand end of this ledge the original 
route takes a thin traverse and an abseil down to a rib 
beside the central depression, which is followed to the 
summit ridge. Nowadays, it is usual to finish up a fairly 
impressive-looking, rising traverse left from the ledge to 
easier slabs which lead nearly to the top of the ridge. The 
pitch which goes directly up from the abseil point to these 
slabs is almost Hard VS. 
The best description that I have seen of the route was 
written by Rebuffat in one of the G.H.M. Journals, listing 
29 pitches in all. In good conditions, with no route-finding 
mistakes, the overall standard is TD sup. 

In 1936 Riccardo Cassin read an article by Buzzatti listing 
several unclimbed faces. One was the North-East Face of 
the Piz Badile. The Como climber Mario Molteni had already 
made several attempts on the face between 1934 and 1937 
always starting by a steep wall well td the right of the start 
used today. The story of the successful ascent, from July 
14th to 16th, 1937, has been told many times. Molteni and 
Giuseppe Valsecchi, who had been bivouacking on the floor 
of the Sciara Hut, eking out their food during the previous ten 
days of bad weather, started up their usual line on the face. 
Two hours later, having walked straight up from Bonda, 
Riccardo Cassin, Luigi Esposito and Vittorio Ratti, from 
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Lecea, attacked the face at the traverse line which turned 
out much easier. The two parties made slow progress, 
bivouacking at the end of the traverse which leads back left, 
still well below the snow patch . In the afternoon of the 
second day the weather broke temporarily, and the climbers 
had to make their second bivouac, above the central 
diedres. It broke again for good in the early afternoon of the 
third day, which had begun fine. During the desperate 
descent down to the Gianetti Hut in the blizzard, only 
Cassin had an axe and crampons; the two Como climbers 
died of exhaustion. Cassin subsequently rated the route 
harder than the Walker Spur which he climbed the 
following year. 
Immediately after the war there were attempts to repeat 
Cassin's route. Fraulein Mittelholzer and the Lugano guide 
Bruno Primi followed the route up to the snow patch but 
deteriorating weather compelled them to traverse off right 
to the North Ridge. In June 1948, two young Swiss climbers 
Jean Fuchs and Raymond Manney started 600ft. to the left 
of Cassin's line and climbed directly up the face below the 
central depression. They claimed to have reached the site of 
the second Cassin bivouac before losing the line and 
traversing off to the North Ridge. However the line is 
obvious from the second Cassin bivouac so it seems more 
likely that they mistook the snow patch for Cassin's 
bivouac site and traversed off from there. They found old 
pitons during their escape which seems to indicate that 
they were following the Mittelholzer/Primi line. 
The eventual second ascent, made in 1949 by Gaston 
Rebuffat and Bernard Pierre, did nothing to lessen the 
reputation of the face. Again, storms compelled the party to 
bivouac twice; something of the severity of the climb can 
be deduced from the photograph of Rebuffat taken after 
the second bivouac and published in his book . Later in the 
same year, however, Louis Lachenal and Lionel Terray 
climbed the route in only 7½ hours, much to their own 
surprise. The route quickly became popular. In 1952, 
Hermann Buhl cycled from Landeck to make the first solo 
ascent in 4½ hours. Since then there have been 
unnumbered ascents by Continental, British, Polish, 
Japanese, Spanish, American and other parties. The route 
has also received a number of solo ascents, the fastest time 
now standing at just over two hours. Of Rebuffat's six 
great North Faces, the Badile was the last to be climbed 
in winter, although a French party led by Pierre Mazeaud 
made an attempt as early as 1961. 
The face presents peculiarly difficult conditions in winter. 
It is usually coated with a veneer of verglas which fills most 
of the cracks. Over this is a covering of deep unstable snow. 
All this provides difficult and very poorly protected climbing. 
On 21st December, 1967, Swiss climbers Michel Darbellay, 
Camille Bournissen and Daniel Troillet, and an Italian team 
comprising Alessandro Gogna, Paolo Armando and Giann i 
Calcagno, arrived simultaneously to besiege the face. They 
decided to operate as a team, basing themselves first on 
a snow cave at the foot of the face and later on the 
central snow patch. The weather broke over Christmas and 
the climbers retreated . They returned on the 29th and 
continued their ascent. Progress was slow but eventually 
they fixed about 2,600ft. of rope to above the second 
Cassin bivouac. From here they made a push for the 
summit and arrived on the evening of January 2nd; they 
returned the following spring to retrieve all the gear they 
had left. 
Over the years objective dangers have taken their toll. As 
has already been said, the route is extremely exposed to 
stonefall, especially after a winter with little snow, when 
the scree on the upper slopes may not be adequately 
cemented in place. Falling stones have caused a number of 
fatalities. Due to the length of the route, climbers are 
vulnerable to the frequent afternoon thunderstorms that 
sweep up from Como and release sheets of hail and lightning 
on the peaks of the Sciara group. Many climbers have been 
caught in the final chimney, which acts as a drain for rain, 
snow and hail falling on the walls above. Last September, 
four very experienced German climbers were victims of a 
storm in the final chimney. Karl Golikow and Otto Uhl were 
travelling light, gambling on a fast ascent. Siegfried Hupfauer 
and Alois Ritter were more prepared for bad weather, 
carrying duvets and bivouac sacs. The face was wet and 



Views ·Jrom t he North Side of the Piz Badile. Top left : The East Face with the North East Face on the right. Top right : The North East Face 
of the Piz Badile with its satellite peaks Punta Sertori (left), Punta St. Anna (centre) and the Punta and Pizzo Trubinasca (right) . The Cengalo 
Couloir is on the extreme left. Below : The North West Face of the Badile with the Badile Cou!oir on its right and the Punta St. Anna and Punta 
Trubinasca the lower peaks. For numbering captions see page 34. Photos: Ruedi Homberger (top left and below) and Franz Thorbecke. 
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The North East Face of the Piz Badile (left) and the North 
West Faces of the Piz Cengalo and Piz Badile (right) . 
1. Piz Cengalo: North Face Direct (Rusconi/ Tessari/ 

Fabrica / Steinkotter, 1971 ); 
2. Piz Cengalo: North West Ridge (Lehmann / Gaiser, 1937); 
3. The East Face (Corti/ Battaglia, 1953); 
4. East Face Direct (Kosterlitz/ lsherwood, 1969); 
5. Via def Frattello (A. and G. Rusconi, 1970); 
6. Approx line of the Fuchs / Manney start and escape route; 
7. The North East Face (Cassin / Esposito /Ratti/ Molteni/ 

Valsecchi, 1937); 8. The Molteni Start; 
9. Approach from the North Ridge; 

10. The North Ridge (Risch / Zurcher, 1923); 
11. The North West Face (Castiglioni/ Bramani, 1937); 
12. Punta St. Anna: North Spur (Bonatti/ Nava, 1950); 
13. Punta St. Anna. North Face (Klucker and companions, 

1899 and 1904); 
14. Trubinasca: North East Face (Zappa / Gilardoni, 1968) . 

Photos: John Cleare (left) and Franz Thorbecke 



the party made slow progress. But Golikow and Uhl were 
highly confident and teased the others about their heavy sacks 
and careful precautions. They reached the second Cassin 
bivouac at 2.0 p.m., but at this point the weather deteriorated 
and it started to snow. Retreat was out of the question so the 
party pressed on up the final chimneys, with Golikow leading . 
They soon became soaked and very cold, and their pace 
slowed to a crawl. It began to grow dark. Hupfauer and 
Ritter prepared their bivouac while Uhl, too weak and cold to 
climb, tried to prusik up the rope to join Golikow. The lower 
pair got tolerably comfortable in their bivouac sacs. At about 
11.0 p.m., Hupfauer felt a blow on the back of his neck. 
He looked out and found Uhl hanging on the rope, upside 
down and level with him. His prusik loop had apparently 
failed and he had fallen to the end of the rope, his foot 
still twisted in the loop. They pulled him in and tied him, 
semi-conscious, to the belays. He was only wearing light 

clothing and his arms were already stiff and frozen. He 
died a few minutes later. 
Snow avalanches slithered down the chimneys all night and 
it was clear that the following day would be a fight for life. 
Next morning, the lower pair climbed up to Golikow, finding 
him in a critically cold condition. There followed a battle 
to escape from the face, first with Ritter in the lead and 
then Hupfauer. They fell off on numerous occasions, but 
eventually forced an exit on to the North Ridge, dragging 
the now delirious Golikow behind them. The ridge was in a 
very dangerous state, being iced-up and extremely difficult. 
Golikow kept falling off on to the weakening Ritter. 
Eventually his strength failed and the others were forced to 
leave him belayed on a ledge while they stumbled on to the 
summit bivouac hut, hoping to summon help. At 11.30 p.m. 
they staggered into the hut to find nine other exhausted 
climbers already squashed inside. All had climbed the ridge 
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Top: Piz Badile from the East with the East Face in the foreground, Punta Sertori on the left and the top of the South East Face just visible over the 
East Ridge. Photo: Emilio Frisia. Bottom left: The South East Face with Punta Sertori and the Colle def Cenga/o on the right. Photo: Aldo Bonacossa. 
Bottom right: The South West Face with the West Ridge on the left. Photo: Emilio Frisia. Routes: 15. South West Face (Redaelli/ Sertori, 1904) ; ~ 
16 Via Pilastro (Merendi/Frisia /Fiorelli, 1957) ; 17. South Buttress (Coolidge / Devoussoud, 1867) ; 18. South East Face (Molteni/ Camporini, 1935) ; 
19. Direct (Piccinini/ Mattalia) , 20. Via Vera (Corti/ Gira/di, 1972) ; 21 . South West Face of Punta Sertori; 22. The North Face of Punta Sertori 
(Pinardi/ Riva I Molinato, 1932) . 

and were themselves too exhausted to attempt a rescue. 
The following morning the weather improved and three 
climbers descended the ridge to Golikow. Later a rescue 
helicopter arrived. The pilot reported that Golikow was 
dead, hanging in his ropes 40ft. down the North West Face. 

Other routes on the North-East side 
There are three further post-war routes on the north-eastern 
side of the Badile. The East Face, which is just under 
2,000ft. high, was first climbed by Claudio Corti and Felice 
Battaglia (not Longhi, as some have said), during August 
17th and 18th, 1953. One hundred and twenty pegs and six 
wedges were used, of which ten pegs and four wedges were 
left in place. Corti started about 800ft. up the Cengalo 
Couloir, intending to follow the very obvious diedre capped, 
below the summit ridge, by a square roof. This turned out 
to be a difficult proposition : after about six ropelengths, 
36 

he was forced out on to a rising traverse across the left 
wall, where the pair bivouacked in etriers. Next morning 
he made a diagonal abseil into a second diedre line, 
further to the left. This half-moon shaped diedre gave hard 
free climbing with little possibility of protection to start with, 
but gradually eased into a chimney filled with great blocks, 
which led up to the East Ridge. Here, the climbers were 
caught in a storm, and Battaglia was killed by lightning. 
Despite one or two attempts, the route has not to my 
knowledge had a second ascent. In one such attempt, 
during July 8th and 9th, 1969, Mike Kosterlitz and Dick 
Isherwood inadvertently made a direct route straight up the 
diedre which had defeated Corti. Two days previously they 
had climbed the Cengalo North Buttress, partly to look at 
the face. Since the Cengalo Couloir had a coating of hard 
snow over the ice, Kosterlitz and Isherwood returned from 



the Gianetti Hut over the Colle del Cengalo, descending the 
couloir to the foot of the Corti route. The first 1,000ft. 
of the route was fairly straightforward, with two hard free 
pitches, taking about four hours. From the pedestal stance 
about 500ft. below the shoulder, the climbing was largely 
artificial, with four stances in etriers. At the last of these, 
under the square roof at the top, they made a bivouac. 
In the middle of the night, Isherwood's only belay peg 
pulled out, and he came within an ace of ending up on 
the Cengalo Glacier. The pair used eighty pitons, of which 
four were left in place. The second ascent was made in 
September, 1972, by the Swiss climbers Ruedi Hornberger 
and Hansjorg Wellenzohn. But they used one hundred and 
fifty pitons - nearly twice as many as their predecessors. 

The third route on this side was put up the East-North-East 
Buttress, just left of the central depression of the face, 
by Antonio and Giovanni Rusconi during March 14th to 
20th, 1970, on a line that had been attempted as early as 
1935. In the summer of 1969, an Italian team which included 
Giovanni Rusconi climbed the first nine pitches up slabs 
and a steep wall, reaching the ledge immediately below 
the big overhangs before bad weather forced a retreat. 
Giovanni decided to force the issue during the following 
winter and, accompanied by his brother Antonio, made a 
number of visits and placed fixed ropes up to his highpoint 
of the previous summer. The next section takes roofs in 
largely artificial climbing and, having established themselves 
comfortably on the ledge, the brothers fixed the roofs and 
then made an all out push for the summit. From then on 
things started to get pretty desperate: 

"We reached our highpoint of the day before and made 
ready to continue. It was the same inch-by-inch struggle 
as on the previous days: first brush the snow away (we 
carried a small brush specially for this), then chip the 
ice off, then move up and place a piton and repeat the 
procedure. Little by little we warmed up but the climb 
became harder as we advanced. Twenty metres below 
where the overhangs ended, we encountered a band of 
solid rock which would not take good pitons. 
Hammering produced a dull hollow sound. Above our 
heads masses of snow were poised where the wind had 
blown it against the overhangs, making cornice-like 
formations. I had to climb this section mainly free, and 
the best I could do for protection or the minimum aid 
required, was occasional tied-off pitons in unreliable 
cracks. When I reached the cornices I had to attach 
myself to such a peg, lean out and hack away part of 
the snow. This revealed a better crack into which I 
hammered a long ice peg but even this inspired little 
confidence. It held though, as I raised myself on to it. 
More hammering in the snow revealed a rock spike, 
which again sounded hollow. I put a sling on it, clipped 
an etrier on and stood up and the overhanging section 
was done." 

Two bivouacs were needed above this point to get off the 
face. The weather on the penultimate day was atrocious 
and the last bivouac highly dramatic ... 

"We put in three pegs for safety and tied them together, 
then cleared the narrow terrace of fresh snow. No 
sooner was this done than we heard a roar. A sudden 
wind hit us, followed by a huge avalanche which threw 
us against the safety ropes we had just fixed. It buried 
us in snow and carried away all the gear we had left 
lying on the terrace. All we had left was what was still 
in our sacks which we were still wearing. Throughout 
the night avalanches swept over our bivouac site. Our 
position didn't allow us to move an inch for fear of 
snow building up behind us and forcing us outwards. 
I wanted to scratch my head, but I couldn't even raise 
my arm with the weight of snow on it. Equally I wanted 
to sleep, but fear and common sense told me to resist. 
I had to remain upright with my head against the rock, 
with that terrible pressure forcing it downwards. To lean 
forward would mean being cut in half by the weight of 
the snow. Antonio allowed his head to sag for a 
moment and found it was impossible to raise it erect 
a~ain._ He complained that the pressure was snapping 
his spine and pleaded with me to do something, but I 
was helpless. At last by sheer brute force I managed 
to clear a space above my knees where he rested his 

Notable ascents on the Piz Badile 

South Face 1867 W. A. B. Coolidge. Francois and Henry Devoussoud 

Cengalo Couloir 

East Ridge 

Badile Couloir 

West Ridge 

South West Face 

North Ridge 

1892 Christian Klucker. Anton von Rydzewski and 
Mansueto Barbaria 

1892 Christian Klucker. Anton von Rydzewski and 
Mansueto Barbaria (via Cengalo Couloir) 

1896 Christian Klucker and Martin Schocher 

1897 Christian Klucker, Anton von Rydzewski and 
Mansueto Barbaria (via Badile Couloir) 

1904 A. Redaelli and B. Sertori 

1 923 Walter Risch and Alfred Zurcher 
1926 2nd ascent: Andre Roch and Fortunato L'Orsa 
1955 1st winter ascent: Casimiro Ferrari , Aldo Anghileri 

South East Face 

North East Face 
( Cassin Route) 

North West Face 

and Giuseppe Negri 

1935 Mario Molteni and Camporini 
1956 1st winter ascent: Giulio and Dino Fiorelli 

1937 Riccardo Cassin, Luigi Esposito, Vittorio Ratti , 
Mario Molteni and Giuseppe Valsecchi. 

1945 2nd ascent: Gaston Rebuff at and Bernard Pierre 
1952 1st solo ascent: Hermann Buhl 
1968 1st winter ascent: Alessandro Gogna, Camille 

Bournissen, Gianni Calcagno, Daniel Troillet, 
Paolo Armando and Michel Darbelley 

1937 Ettore Castiglioni and Vitale Bramani 
1947 2nd ascent: Giovanbattista Cesana and E. Monticelli 

East Face 1953 Claudio Corti and Felice Battaglia 

South West Face Direct 1957 Romano Merendi, Emilio Frisia and Giulio Fiorelli 
(Via Pilastro) 

East Face Direct 

East North East 
Buttress 
(Via del Fratello) 

South East Face Direct 
(Via Vera) 

1969 Mike Kosterlitz and Richard Isherwood 
1972 2nd ascent : Ruedi Hornberger and Hansjiirg 

Wellenzohn 

1970 Giovanni Ruscon i and Antonio (in winter) 
1970 2nd ascent: Giovanni Rusconi, Teresina Airoldi , 

Giorgio Tessari , Giuliano Fabbrica, Romano 
Perego, Luigi Bosisio, Giuseppe Fumagalli , 
Mario Burini. 

1972 Claudio Corti and Claudio Giraldi 
1972 1st winter ascent: Giovanni Rusconi , Giorgio 

Tessari, Guiliano Fabbrica, Giambattista Villa 
and Giambattista Crimella 

head for the rest of the night. But my state was no 
better and the pain in my back and neck became 
agonising - my legs were in torment under the 
continuous tension. At 5.30 a.m, we were near the 
limit of our resistance - we had to get up and start 
climbing even though it was still dark." 

It was a close thing and the brothers were lucky to escape 
from their route alive. Antonio certainly seems to have been 
on his last reserves of energy. The following July, Giovanni 
returned with a large team of climbers and repeated the 
route, eliminating much of the aid he and his brother had 
used on the first ascent. 
Are winter first ascents valid? 
Although the Rusconis' climb on the East-North-East 
Buttress (or the Via del Fratello as they called it) was 
clearly a very bold undertaking, it has been criticized by 
some Italian climbers. One of the critics was Alessandro 
Gogna who had taken part in the 'sieged' winter ascent of 
the Cassin route: 

"Certainly both the Via del Fratello and the Cassin route 
have been done in winter but here the similarity ends. 
The Cassin was a great route that awaited a winter 
ascent, in much the same way as the great routes on the 
Eiger, Matterhorn and Grandes Jorasses have been 
climbed in winter. The smooth granite slabs of the 
Cassin, set back as they are, are sheathed in ice in 
winter with the result that the route has rebuffed many 
attempts. It was logical for men to attempt it in any way 
they could and it had to be a semi-expedition method 
or nothing, there was no other solution. It is debatable 
whether fitter, more able or more determined parties 
may one day make a winter ascent without fixed ropes, 
but up to now (six years after the ascent) nobody 
has tried. 
The Rusconi route on the other hand, was a first ascent, 
It had never been climbed before, Why do it in winter? 
Why be illogical? Why put in 250 pitons in a 2,500ft. 
route only to remove 120 of them on the second 
(summer) ascent? On the winter ascent of the Cassin 
we placed 40 additional pegs on a much longer route. 
The figures speak for themselves. If you go on new 
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Above : A photo taken durmg the f,rst ascent of the Via de/ Fratte//o. Photo: Giovanni Ruscont. Right : The pitch before the first Cassin bivouac on the Nonh East Face. Photo: Bob Keates 

routes in winter you are bound to overpeg them, or 
even bolt them. 
It is really the illogicality of this that I particularly 
dislike. Why do people do it? Is it to show that they 
can do anything, or is it to spend longer on a route and 
attract more attention? There are a number of recent 
routes - first ascents made in winter - that come into 
this category : the direct routes on the Cengalo and 
Civetta; the Guides' route on the North Face of the Dru ; 
the Saxonweg; the Shroud and the Bonatti route on the 
Matterhorn. All could probably have been done first, 
in summer conditions. I can think of only two 
exceptions where a first ascent in winter was probably 
logical: the Direct route on the Eigerwand and the 
Japanese Couloir on the Grandes Jorasses. On these 
the dangers from stonefall and avalanches 
increased considerably in summer so it was logical to 
try them first in winter." 

The North-West Face 
West of the North Ridge is the 2,300ft. North-West Face of 
the Badile, almost as impressive as the North-East Face, but 
far less well-known. There is at present only one route on 
this great face ; it was first climbed by two students from 
Milan, Ettore Castiglioni and Vitale Bramani, during 
July 27th and 28th, 1937. The pair approached the face 
up the right side of the heavily crevassed Trubinasc? 
Glacier, in order to avoid the stonefall from the Bad1le 
Couloir, and also to get a clear view of the best line to take . 
As the face seemed impossible lower down, they were 
forced to start right at the foot of the couloir and take 
their chance with the stonefall. The rock at this point is 
rarely touched by the sun and was thus verglassed. 
The climbers found that the problems were similar to those 
of the Flatiron on the Piz Gemelli with crack lines that had 
to be linked by difficult slab climbing . All this proved very 
delicate and they had to traverse on several occasions. 
In due course they emerged on to rock from which the ice 
had melted. They bivouacked on a small ledge at about the 
level of the Piz Trubinasca and the following morning 
trended rightwards to join the upper part of t~e West Ridge ; 
they gained the summit at 11 a.m. They described the route 
as being of similar difficulty to the Flatiron (though much 
longer) and they used a total of thirty-eight pitons, but 
removed most of them. Second and third ascents were 
made by Giovanbattista Cesana and E. Monticelli,_ i~ July 
1947 and by Camillo Barzaghi and Walter Bonatti , in July 
1949'. The route still awaits first winter and first solo ascents. 
The only account of the route published in English appears 
in Bonatti's book, On the Heights. The first obstacle 
Bonatti and Barzaghi encountered was a large crevasse 
barring access to the rock. A little later they had a narrow 
escape when they were raked by a fusilade of sto~es. 
Route-finding problems followed : after some devious 
traversing and a precarious pendulum, they apparently 
found the Castiglione/Bramani route, which gave them 
good climbing up typical Sciara slabs and overlaps. 
Unfortunately they were waylaid near the top by the usual . 
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hailstorms, and the climb was forced to a conclusion with 
some difficulty. Apart from this account, very little is known 
of the route; one can hardly fail to notice the apparent 
scope for new routes on a face of this size. 

In 1950 Bonatti returned to the area with Piero Nava and 
climbed the elegant North Spur of the Punta St. Anna, just 
across the glacier from the Badile's North-West Face. 
This long -standing problem had been tried by many 
climbers, including the redoubtable Christian Klucker. 
Bonatti's account describes the main difficulties as 
occurring in the lower half of the spur, culminating in a 
series of pitches to pass an obvious white scar and ove~hang 
on the right. After this, easier climbing led to the summit. 
Routes from the South 
The East and West Ridges of the Badile are best approached 
from the south, though Klucker led parties here from the 
north. Between the ridges, on the Gianetti Hut side of the 
mountain, are four routes of varying quality and difficulty 
on generally less steep, less serious, and m_ore broken, 
walls and ribs. The ordinary route takes a line of easy 
couloirs and ribs close to a rock spur which could almost be 
called a 'South Buttress'. The rock is pretty bad. In 
descent, the route is not easy to follow, particularly in 
poor weather. Between the East Ridge and the ordinary 
route there are two routes on the 1,200ft. South-East Face. 
Mario Molteni and Camporini climbed the first in August, 
1935. It looks quite worthwhile, with pitches of 5, a difficult 
rope traverse, and some diagonal abseils. A direct finish was 
added later by Piccinini and Mattalia. In March, 1956, the 
brothers Giulio and Dino Fiorelli made a winter ascent. A 
direct route the 'Via Vera' , was put up in August, 1972, by 
Claudio Co~ti and Claudio Gilardi who climbed the wall in 
eight hours, using fifty pegs. This route, too, looks vyorth 
doing. It was repeated last December by a large Italian team. 
Rather harder than the Molteni route, it involves a certain 
amount of grade 6 and some artificial climbing. 
The South West Face was first climbed in 1904 by Redaelli 
and Sertori but in 1957 a direct route was established by 
Romano Merendi, Emilio Frisia and Giulio Fiorelli. From the 
description, the rock seems to be quite loose in the middle 
section, but the upper section looks good, with three 
grade 6 pitches. Twenty-seven pegs and three wedges 
were used. 

Apart from several of these routes on the Badile, there are 
others on the Cengalo, the Punta St. Anna and the Piz 
Trubinasca, which photographs suggest would be w_ell 
worth doing. The North-West Ridge of the Cengalo Is now 
well-known, but the others have as yet received 
hardly any attention . 

SUMMARY 
Bregaglia Group: Piz Badile. A short history of climbing on the 
mountain, with related photo-diagrams showing other interesting 
nearby routes. Guidebook : Bregaglia West by R. G. Collomb and 
P. Crew, published by West Col. Useful bibliography : Starlight and 
Storm by Gaston Rebuffat ; Nanga Parbat Pilgrimage by _Herma~n Buhl ; 
On the Heights by Walter Bonatti ; Adventure$ of an Alpme Gwde 
by Christian Klucker ; Climbs of my Youth by Andre Roch. 
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NewBooks 
Professor Dyhrenfurth criticizes Herrligkoffer's Everest book. 
"the most unpleasant mountain book I have ever come across". 
Spy climbers conspire against Chinese nuclear base - 'heroes' glorified! 

Mount Everest - Thron der 
Gotter 
(Throne of the Gods) 
by Karl M . Herr!igkoffer 

Spectrum Verlag (Stuttgart) 

This book (which is only 
available in German at present) 
is dedicated to Senator Dr. 
Franz Burda, who played a 
substantial role in financing 
Herrligkoffer·s costly European 
Everest Expedition. 
After a preface by the Nepalese 
Consul in Munich, an instructive 
foreword by Herrligkoffer, and 
a brief preamble, we have 
'The Rongbuk Expeditions', a 
retelling of the attempts from 
the Tibetan side of the massif, 
which have already been well
documented elsewhere. In the 
section dealing with the 
reconnaissance of Everest from 
the Nepalese side, such well
known American pioneers as 
Dr. Oscar and Dr. Charles 
Houston have their names mis
spelt. The history of 'The 
Khumbu Expeditions' follows. 
Here, the most readable portions 
consist of quotations from 
John Hunt's The Ascent of 
Everest, Berge der Welt 1964/ 65, 
Die A/pen IV / 1964, Mountain 
September 1971 and A!pinismus 
2/ 1972. 
Herrligkoffer's linking narrative 
contains all sorts of errors. The 
Sayre-Expedition of 1962, for 
example, wasn't composed of 
four Americans, but three 
Americans and one Swiss; in 
1963 the summit of Everest was 
not reached by Auten and Corbet 
but by Bishop and Jerstad. The 
picture on page 119, captioned 
'Everest - West Shoulder', is, in 
fact, Lingtren ; and on the sketch 
map on page 65, the two peaks 
Numbur (6,954m.) and 
Karyolung (6,681 m.) have been 
elevated to seven-thousanders 
(7,605m. and 7,304m. 
respectively}. 
Concerning the photographs, it 
is strange that practically no 
acknowledgements are given . 
Had the photographs all been 
taken on Herrligkoffer's own 
expedition in 1972, this would 
have been understandable, but 
pictures taken by the Indian Air 
Force and the American Mount 
Everest Expedition are 
unforgivably reproduced without 
credit. 
The 'First European Mount
Everest-Expedition 1972' is 
documented in minute detail, 
which will be very boring to 
many readers. A particularly 
unsavoury section is that 
entitled 'Sie sagen Fairness und 
meinen Business', and I quote: 
" . . . I was reminded of Hermann 
Buh/'s book in which he 
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recounted the first ascent of 
Nanga Parbat. Events emerged in 
his account which were neither 
experienced nor sensed by any 
other members of the expedition. 
At the time, since they sickened 
me, I paid little heed to these 
strange representations, but 
friends of mine have read them 
closely and the book appears to 
be full of remarks and innuendoes 
so untrue or distorted as to be 
the manifestations of manipulated 
hate. If you want to convert 
adventure into hard cash, it 
seems that you must bend the 
truth and invent interest . .. " 
Quite frankly, this kind of 
denigration of the late Hermann 
Buhl sickens me, as does so 
much in this latest work of the 
notorious expedition-manager, 
Karl M. Herrligkoffer. 
Similarly insufferable are the 
countless spiteful accusations 
against the Britons connected 
with the expedition, and the 
ugly remarks about the Sherpas, 
with whom countless other 
Himalayan climbers have worked 
amicably for many decades. All 
in all, I would say this is the 
most unpleasant mountain book 
that I have ever come across, 
and I have been following 
Himalayan literature in great 
detail for more than sixty years. 
Finally, referring to the book's 
postscript triumphantly stating 
that Felix Kuen and Adi Huber 
set up a height record on 
Everest's South-West Face on 
May 20th, it should be added 
that this has never been proved. 
Don Whillans and Dougal 
Haston, in 1971, climbed some 
hundred metres above Camp 6, 
to around 8,350m. The Austrians 
seem to have reached 8,250m. 
and the fact that Kuen's alti-
meter registered 8,350m. isn't 
conclusive proof. However, 
whichever team of climbers -
British or Tyrolean - actually 
climbed a couple of metres 
higher than the other, seems to 
me of little importance. 
Gunther Oskar Dyhrenfurth 

Editorial comment: 
Dr. Herrligkoffer has also 
published a companion volume, 
entitled Kampf und Sieg am 
Nanga Parbat (Spectrum Verlag : 
Stuttgart) . This deals briefly with 
the early expeditions to the 
Rakhiot and Diamir Flanks, and 
covers, in more detail he recent 
attempts and successful climb on 
the Rupal Flank. The book is 
obviously a record of the 
Herrligkoffer view of the recent 
Nanga Parbat wrangle, but its 
illustrations of the details of the 
Rupal route make it a useful 
reference work for interested 
students of Himalayan climbing . 

Improvised Techniques in 
Mountain Rescue 
by Bill March 
Cairngorm House, 
Aviemore: £1.00 
In his introduction the author 
claims that this little 94-page 
booklet is not a fully 
comprehensive work on self
rescue techniques. I disagree. 
Considering it was written with 
M.I.C. candidates in mind, it 
more than covers the syllabus 
requirements for this aspect of 
mountain rescue. In many of his 
examples the author is at pains 
to explain that alternative 
methods exist to complete the 
job. One could spend a useful 
few hours practising such 
techniques on that tree behind 
the hut during the next wet 
weekend. 
The diagrams, often at fault in 
this type of book, reflect the 
care Bill March has taken. 
Criticisms? At this price one 
doesn't. Comments? Certainly. 
Alongside the information about 
ropes and knots should be their 
relative strengths. To say that 
a karabiner brake is in every 
respect superior to a waist 
belay suggests that the author 
has never lowered a 500ft. rope, 
coming off a spool on a small 
ledge, through such a system. Or 
again, on a long stretcher-
lower using short ropes, are we 
to waste a minute each time we 
have to pass a knot through? 
The waist-lower, however, is not 
totally rejected, but we are 
advised to avoid a jerky lower 
by "easing our grip allowing the 
rope to run through of its own 
accord". Gloves or no gloves, 
that 500ft. of rope will become 
a trifle warm - with the danger 
of losing control. Better for the 
control arm to extend and 
retract like a piston, allowing 
an arm's length out at a time. 
As might be expected with a 
textbook of this nature, there 
is some duplication of 
instructions given in other 
manuals . How many times, in the 
last couple of years, has one 
read about how to place a 
dead man? Even so, it makes an 
ideal lesson-plan for candidates 
for M.I.C. and is well worth the 
price to any climber, whichever 
end of the rope he ties on. 
K. C. Gordon 

The Face of Jalanath 
by Ronald Hardy 
Cassell : £2.10 

It seems an accepted belief that 
new settings can enliven old 
formula stories which have long 
outlived their usefulness in any 
other field. The Face of Ja!anath, 
by Ronald Hardy, exemplifies 

this genre; a threadbare plot is 
darned with purple passages, we 
are given a list of Karakoram 
mountain names, together with a 
comprehensive compendium of 
irrelevant simile, and the result is 
offered as "a superbly realistic 
adventure story". It quite simply 
isn't. The plot concerns the 
mission of a squad of six 
mountain soldiers, "men with a 
past", who are to drop handy
sized nuclear bombs down a 
fault in the face of Mount 
Jalanath, on the Indian -
Chinese border, thereby causing 
the 8,000ft. face to fall into a 
lake, the lake to engulf a 
Chinese nuclear base below, and 
the whole thing to appear as a 
natural catastrophe, the act of a 
just God working against the 
Red or Yellow Peril. 
The quality of the writing is bad ; 
it is overloaded and often quite 
unclear, working against what 
little excitement the plot does 
generate. There are too many 
contrivances and the characters 
are too stereotyped for it to be 
called realistic. Some of the 
contrivances are engagingly 
absurd: for example, the 
propensity of the mission leader 
to panic whenever he sees a 
bird; obviously he has never 
climbed on Anglesey! 
The moral quality of the book is 
deeply disturbing. The plot has 
strong political undertones, and 
the 'heroes·, glorified although 
morally despicable in the same 
manner as those of Easy Rider, 
are Red-hating, masculine 
archetypes who gain tacit 
approval by their vengefulness, 
remorse, resourcefulness, or 
death. The author seemingly has 
no control over the balance of 
sympathy in the tale. It has no 
literary value and the moral 
questions it bandies about so 
freely are of a type too 
dangerous to receive judgement 
before an audience whose sole 
and unquestioning demand will 
be entertainment. Political actions 
should be discussed in moral 
terms, not in terms of sensation 
and entertainment. 
However, those who enjoy this 
type of story may relish the 
Himalayan setting. They may 
also find the author's evident 
obsession with saliva mildly 
amusing; perhaps, in writing 
such stories, he suffers from 
oral dehydration, and 
compensates by his use of ink. 
Jim Perrin 



New Cornwall guide en1ploys 
grading change. Cheap pirate paper
backs show the way to big clubs. 

NEW GUIDEBOOKS 

Great Zawn 
by Pat Littlejohn and Frank 
Cannings. 
Cannings: 40p 
This simple duplicated paperback 
clearly sorts out the complexities 
of one of the finest climbing 
areas of Cornwall, as well as 
listing other new climbs 
on Bosigran, Zawn Duel, 
Gurnards Head and a host of 
lesser cliffs in West Penwith . 
Most of the climbs are very hard, 
so apart from using the familiar 
numerical grading system the 
authors have introduced a 
three-tiered Extreme grade 
(Mild, Standard and Hard) . 
This is certainly controversial , 
but what more traditional place 
to experiment than in an interim 
paperback? 
Climbing in Cornwall 
by Toni Carver, Peter Stanier 
and Pat Littlejohn 
James Pike: 40p 
A slightly more polished 
paperback than the Great Zawn 
guide, this lists the climbs 
outside the C.C. 's West Penwith 
domain. Many of the cliffs have 
only local or eosoteric interest, 
but a number of the newly 
developed sea cliffs along the 
north coast (Tintagel, Lower 
Sharpnose and Carn Gow/a) 
demand serious attention from 
competent visiting parties. 
Both these Cornwall guides and 
the South East Wales guide seem 
to be in the best traditions of 
cheap spontaneous publishing by 
interested climbers, and may 
indicate a backlash against the 
spiralling prices of the more 
official type of publication . 
S.E. Wales 
Edited by J. C. Horsfield 
South Wales Mountaineering 
Club: £1.00 
More chunky than the Cornwall 
guides, this paperback was 
spawned from the 'late, great' 
Rocksport stable (Climbs in 
Lancashire, Avon Gorge, etc.). 
The guide combines the work of 
a number of writers and weaves 
a sea cliff and a motley collection 
of quarries and escarpments into 
a coherent whole. Most of the 
cliffs are only of local interest, 
though The Wyndcliffe, Ogmore 
and Cefn Coed are worth 
visitor investigation. There are 
also some useful hints regarding 
the winter possibilities of the 
area. All in all this is a tight 
and frugal production. 

Snowdon Range 
by Showell Styles 
Gastons/ West Col: £2.80 
West Col's unceasing quest to 
enlarge their list of titles forms 
the background to this first 
volume in a new series of 
District Guides to Snowdonia 
(cf. the similar S.M .T. series) . 
Lucid writing, clear diagrams, 
but dull photography, examining 
every nook and cranny of 
Snowdon, combine to make a 
useful if expensive publication . 
A plethora of facts is presented 
for the inquisitive hill-walker, 
but many may prefer to discover 
these for themselves. This type 
of publication, being unessential 
reading, stands or falls on its 
actual interest value . I wouldn't 
buy it at this price - but no 
doubt many will . 
The Mountains of England 
and Wales 
by George Bridge 
Gastons/ West Col : £3.40 
First Munro's Tables, now 
Bridge's Tables : a utilitarian list 
of the 408 summits above 
2,000ft. south of the border. 
Also included is a 24-page slab 
of log-book pages especially for 
the new breed of competitive 
hill-walker that this book will 
probably create. Well, hill
bashing can be pretty dull, so a 
bit of nasty competition might 
liven things up a little. The 
Climber and Rambler will no 
doubt soon be heralding the 
first 'Bridge Bagger' to complete 
all 408, and the Scouts/ 
Outdoor Centre / Duke of 
Edinburgh Award groups will 
have a new hurdle with which 
to stiffen the characters of their 
charges. Seriously though, this is 
quite a useful publication in that 
it assembles within the confines 
of one cover a vast collection of 
previously scattered facts. I 
noticed just one possible error : 
on my O.S. map, Arenig is spelt 
thus, and not Arennig as Bridge 
would have it. 
The price, of course, is 
outrageous, but one has come to 
expect that from West Col. One 
cannot fail to notice that while 
Munro's Tables (544 summits 
above 3000ft. and a whole host 
more above 2,000ft.) fill only 96 
pages and costs only £1.60, 
Bridge's Tables are spun out to a 
hefty 245 pages; but then the 
Scots always appear more thrifty 
than the English . 
Ken Wilson 

Climbers required to make up party climbing in South 
America in Jan/Feb 1974. 
Contact; 

Mike Mortimer, 119 Northchurch Road, London. N.1. 

Simple idea-
,r-,..-. __ 

r 

1 

-great new 
sleeping bag! 

NORTHERN 
LIGHTS 

Always a layer of Down 
.i i l 

~ 
A brand new down filled bag using a new 
and original method of construction which 
we have developed to meet the needs of 
those who use their bags in a wide variety 
of conditions, e.g. long expeditions in high 
mountains or polar regions or just all the 
year round camping in Britain. Like all good 
ideas the principle is very simple: use the 
Double Garment method of construction, 
but include a way of separating the two 
halves! Two bags therefore are made fitting 
one inside the other and linked at the top 
only by an open ended zip, the stitching 
lines naturally being sewn so that when 
linked they do not coincide; the inside bag 
is fitted with a draw up hood. Use them 
together and you have an Expedition type 
bag suitable for very cold conditions, use 
them separately and you have summer bags 
for two people (the only problem being who 
gets the one with the hood). This is the 
complete answer to the problem of whether 
to buy a warm bag for winter or a light bag 
for summer, or both at greater expense. 

See the Pointfive range of Duvets and 
Sleeping Bags at all good outdoor equipment 
suppliers or write for brochure to 
Banton & Co. Ltd ., Meadow Lane, 
Nottingham. 

41 



Equipment Notes 
edited by Dave Pearce 

Berghaus Sacs and Frames 
In the Berghaus range of sacs, 
the models of most interest to 
the climber are the 172, which 
is a day sac, and the 272, which 
is larger and more suitable for 
packing th e full requirements 
for a weekend or more in the 
mountains. Both sacs are 
available in several versions, 
made of different materials and 
with different 'extras'. The most 
durable of the materials is 
'Topspan' , which is a nylon mesh 
sandwiched and laminated 
between two layers of PVC . 
Although heavier than more 
conventional rucksack materials, 
it is extremely strong and 
completely waterproof. Also 
available are a conventional 
polyurethane-coated nylon and 
a double PU nylon which is 
coated with polyurethane on 
both sides. The Standard 172 
has an ice-axe loop and is made 
of Topspan . It can therefore be 
used continually in wet 
conditions, without risk of 
leaking or rotting . It will thus no 
doubt appeal to Outdoor 
Activity Centres, although 
climbers will probably need the 
crampon attachments that are 
fitted to the 172 Special and 
172 Super. 
The Special is available in 
Topspan, the Super in double PU 
nylon . Both have pockets inside 
the top flap and sewn -on hammer 
holsters, but one needs to be 
double-jointed to prefer these 
to a conventional holster on the 
waist. It is unfortunate that 
the sewn-in bivi sheet on the 
Super is not made the full 
length of the sac, as this mars 
what is otherwise an excellent, 
well-made, lightweight day sac. 
The 272 is available in both 
Topspan and PU nylon, and has 
internal lacing to reduce it in 
size for day expeditions. The 
sac has loops for attachment to 
a pack-frame, as well as padded 
shoulder straps. 
Berghaus pack-frames fall into 
two categories - the all -welded 
Mach 1 and 2 frames, and the 
competitively-priced, screwed 
construction Mach 3 and 4. The 
most interesting feature of the 
frames is the load -bearing hip 
harness, which can be adjusted 
even when carrying heavy loads 
to alter the proportion of the 
weight taken on the hips and 
shoulders. These hip harnesses 
really do work and allow very 
heavy loads to be carried 
without restriction of breathing . 
Of the sacs purpose-designed 
for fitting on the pack-frames, 
the 772 will no doubt be the 
most popular as it is the 
lowest priced and has the 
highest capacity. 
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Self-Protecting Solo Climbs 
A fatal accident at Gordale has 
revealed that one of the well 
known methods of self -protecting 
solo climbing is unsafe. Th e 
climber was attached to a 
prusik loop tied around a 
fixed backrope. It appears, 
however, that a prusik knot 
cannot absorb the energy of a 
fall without slipping. Once it 
starts slipping, if sufficient 
force is exerted to stop the 
climber, the loop is almost 
certain to melt through. 
As mechanical prusiking 
devices (e .g. Jumars, Clog 
Ascendeurs, etc .) are not 
designed to withstand the 
impact of a fall, these should not 
be relied on for this purpose 
either. Devotees of roped 
soloing should avoid any form 
of weak link between themselves 
and the rope, by tying directly 
into the rope . 

New Karabiner from Clog 
The alloy karabiner from Clog 
Climbing Gear is now available 
(price: £1.05) . Formed by 
bending 11 mm. alloy wire, it 
has a breaking strain of 
2,500kg. and weighs 3oz. A 
good general purpose karabiner, 
it has all the desirable features 
for use in aid climbing. It is 
large enough to wrap a fist 
through, and the gate may be 
opened with two etriers clipped 
in and supporting the climber's 
weight. There is then still 
enough room to clip the rope 
through the gate. The body of 
the karabiner also stands 
: .ghtly proud of the opening 
end of the gate, making it 
easy to open the gate while 
racking pegs. 

Sticht Belay Plate 
The Sticht belay plate has 
gained greater acceptance on 
the Continent than in the U.K. 
Salewa are now to introduce a 
new design. The main failing 
of the old design was that if 
one tried to feed the rope 
quickly, the plate slid up 
against the karabiner and 
jammed the rope. The new 
device incorporates a spring to 
prevent this happening, and the 
rope can now be threaded at 
any speed without jamming. 
When a load is put on the rope, 
the spring compresses and the 
plate works in the normal way. 
A small hook allows the spring 
to be c;ompressed to save space 
when carrying. 
The new plates will cost about 
twice as much as the old ones, 
which is unlikely to commend 
them except to those who doubt 
the ability of their seconds to 
hold them. However, the plates 
do double as abseil devices. 

Below: The Sticht/ Salewa prus1king device and the new Clog 
Karabiner. Photos: Dave Pearce 

Incidentally, Sticht plates are 
designed for use with 
kernmantel construction ropes 
and should not be used with 
hawser-laid ropes. There are 
four sizes, to cater for both 
single and double, 9mm. and 
11 mm. ropes, although the 
double versions will do the 
same job as the single and are 
lighter into the bargain . 

Sticht Prusikers 
A new prusiking device has 
been introduced by Salewa. It 
is intended for use in 
emergencies and not as a 
replacement for Jumars or Clog 
Ascendeurs in situations where 
a large amount of prusiking is 
anticipated . Compared to the 
conventional prusik knot, the 
device has the advantage of 
being ready for action extremely 
quickly. It would therefore 
obviously be of use in situations 
such as glacier travel , where the 
need to prusik can become a 
sudden and unpleasant necessity. 
The plates are most conveniently 
kept threaded with a short 
length of 4mm. rope, on to which 
a sling can be clipped via a 
karabiner when required. The 
4mm. rope is simply wrapped 
round the climbing rope and 

slid into the slot to make the 
prusikers ready for use. 
Climbers will judge for them
selves whether the cost of the 
new device (40p before the 
recent currency crisis) and the 
addition of another item of 
special purpose equipment are 
justified by its advantages 
over the conventional prusik 
knot. 

Ultimate Helmet 
The Ultimate Helmet is remarkably 
like the Joe Brown helmet in 
appearance. The major difference 
is in the material used for the 
inner energy-absorbing lining. 
This is a lightweight closed cell 
foam which makes the helmet 
both light and strong, the total 
weight being 23 ounces. Being 
a closed cell foam the lining 
has the added advantage of not 
absorbing moisture. The shell 
construction is also different in 
that it is machine manufactured 
rather than hand constructed. 
As with the Joe Brown, the inner 
harness is fully adjustable for 
crown depth and head size . 
This helmet represents Ultimate 
Equipment's first product outside 
the tent and clothing lines and 
is a very competitive model. 



Letters 

The New Langdale Guide 

from Rob Matheson 

Dear Sir, 
After studying Austin 's and 
Valentine 's new guide, I feel 
that I ought to bring certain 
points into the open before too 
many people are deceived into 
buying it for the wrong reason s. 
It is apparent that two processes 
have occurred : firstly the 
demolition of new routes to 
form variations on existing 
routes ; and, secondly, the 
omission of harder new routes, 
which the writers either hadn't 
done or couldn 't do, or which 
they considered used too much 
aid . 
Let us examine sections of the 
guide in more detail. On Pavey 
Ark, Barley's and Long's The Sun 
has been omitted, its first two 
pitches completely forgotten 
and the final pitch used as a 
direct finish to Austin 's own 
route Cascade (see topo in 
Mountain 25) . 
Now to a matter of honesty. The 
writers claim that Ragman's 
Trumpet was put up May 1971 , 
and that Sally Free and Easy 
was completed in the summer 
of the same year. This vagueness 
is very convenient for them 
because the main part of 'Sally' 
was in fact climbed in March, 
1971, before their route. As the 
two routes are common for their 
main pitch, Livesey should 
really be credited with the line. 
Furthermore, Livesey returned to 
his climb in the summer and 
added a final pitch, which is 
greatly superior to the Rag man's 
Trumpet finish . The writers have 
therefore claimed a route which 
in fairness should be credited to 
another - especially as his fina l 
line is greatly superior. 
Cruel Sister, on the other hand, 
has been dismissed as an 
" attempt", and omitted from the 
guide. The "attempt" made use 
of a skyhook and a sling on a peg 
for aid, to allow a route up one 
of the most impressive pieces of 
rock on the cliff. To justify the 
omission, the guidebook 
introduction condemns the 
practice of abseiling down a 
route to place an aid peg . Why, 
then, do the writers not exclude 
Pendulum, on Deer Bield Crag, 
on the same grounds? Austin 
also states that "one must learn 
to fail on a line". Well , I can now 
sa_y that Austin had previously 
failed on this line ( despite the 
use of tension techniques and 
pitons), and he appears to be 
condemning my efforts because 
he himself failed in the past. 
Surely two points of aid in a 
climb of 300ft. are not excessive? 
In any event, the party making 

the second ascent certainly 
found the climb acceptable. 
By leaving Cruel Sister out of 
the guide, Austin has deprived 
climbers of one of the best face 
climbs in the valley. To justify 
his action, he told me that it 
would have been fine if I had 
used another piton instead of a 
skyhook - unbelievable! 
Finally, two recent routes, 
Risus and Fallen Angel, have 
been completely omitted, despite 
the fact that they were climbed 
at least eight months before th e 
guide was published. 
On White Ghyll , there appears to 
have been an actual reversal of 
policy in the case of Paladin, 
for the writers have in fact 
increased the aid in their 
description. 
Also omitted is Barley's fin e 
route, Swordblade, on Neckband 
Crag. This was presumably 
penalized for using two points 
of aid on one of the crag's 
major features. On the other 
hand, Aragon, a route of dubious 
quality, is included . Perhaps 
that is as it should be, but 
surely quality, enjoyment and 
commitment are as important as 
aid considerations, as criteria for 
inclusion, and in this respect 
Swordblade ought to have been 
included. 
On East Raven, all the 'fillers in ' 
are included (no aid, you see), 
and on Raven the writers 
strangely include Nadir, but 
everything else has been carved 
up to fit into existing routes. My 
Green Groove finish to Pluto 
is left out, as is Livesey's free 
ascent of Kaisergebirge Wall 
(Fine Time) . The description 
reads: " Indeed, with the exception 
of the first overhang, where pitons 
are used, it can all be climbed 
free". Livesey is not even 
credited, but I am sure that if a 
Fell and Rock man had 
performed the feat, it would have 
received greater emphasis. 
The Graduate, on Deer Bield 
Crag, is virtually ignored ; it is 
dismissed with the derisive 
remark that it has been climbed 
with several points of aid. It has, 
of course, had several ascents, 
being one of the more enjoyable 
climbs on the crag, and there 
is now only one point of aid . 
Another absentee is Peccadillo, 
a route that employs two points 
of aid; this seems to have been 
left out because Valentine and 
Fearnehough couldn 't do it. 
What right have Austin and 
Valentine to cut out the 
enjoyment of others through 
their own selfish and bigoted 
beliefs? 
Now, for some general points : 
none of the new routes are 
indicated on the diagrams ; there 

CHIEF EXPEDITIONS OFFICER 
Experienced Chief Expeditions O'ficer needed for leading hillwalking expeditions 
from Adventure Training Schooner CAPTAIN SCOTT in the Western Islands from 
September 1st. Sailing knowledge not needed, M.I.C. helpful. Salery £2000 + 
plus keep. Write to: The Master, CAPTAIN SCOTT, Plockton, Ross -shire. 

DOLLIES WAITING! 
Come on to the best rock routes in Europe with a private resident guide. Climbing 
in the Dolomites and Kaisergebirge. July - September. Grades by arrangement. 
Write for detai ls: 
Pete Austen, Schrottstrasse 37, Arzl, 6020 Innsbruck, Austria. 

is hardly anything new below 
HVS, so more moderate climber 
will find little to interest the , 
and over 30% of the harder new 
routes have been omitted 
completely, while many more 
have been dismembered . In 
respect of the policy of 
dismemberment, I feel that ma 
people would rather do a name 
route than a variation . The idea 
has some merits, but used to 
excess I think it becomes ted iou 
Recently I received a letter 
from the Fell and Rock, asking 
me not to give descriptions of 
my routes to people outside the 
club. I found this so ridiculous 
that I ignored it - thankfully, 
in the light of recent events. 
If it were not for the climbing 
magazines (which Austin openly 
despises) , climbers would 
remain ignorant of new events 
on rock, unless of course the 
Fell and Rock, after a suitable 
period of caut ious delay, felt that 
events were respectable enough 
to publish. 
In his preamble the General 
Editor applauds Austin and 
Valentine, not only for bringing 
the guide right up to date, but 
also for their determination to 
preserve the true spirit of rock 
climbing. To that I would say 
that the Editor 'doesn't know 
the half of it'. 
Yours etc., 
Rob Matheson 
(Barrow- in-Furness) 

El Capitan and Royal Robbins 

from Chris Baxter 

Dear Sir, 
Robbins has apparently always 
sought to come over as a prickly 
customer, but in his recent 
interesting article on El Capitan 
(Mountain 25) he has excelled 
himself. 
He objects, understandably, to 
routes being called 'walls', but 
seems inconsistent in naming his 
own climb Salathe Wall. It 
appears that he wants the whole 
of the South-West Face of El 
Cap to be called Sa lathe Wall, 
but doesn't make it clear how 
the face is to be distinguished 
from the route of the same name. 
The same applies to his route on 
the West Face - a problem 
which will become more acute 
when other routes are put up on 
this face . 
His comments on the naming of 
Son of Heart and The Magic 
Mushroom are about as valid as a 
bolt ladder every ten feet on El 
Cap. The origin of the name 
Magic Mushroom is not as he 
suggests. There is a two-pitch, 
A 1 trade route of a similar 
name on one of the lads' local 
crags just outside Vancouver. 

Two pitches from the rim on 
their big climb one of them 
commented that they had only 

1 two more, apparently straight
forward, leads to go. The other 
replied : " Yeah, just a 
Mushroom". The name w as 
born. 
Yours etc., 
Chris Baxter (Melborne) 

from Bruce Morris 
Dear Sir, 
I don't see how Mr. Robbins can 
object to the corruption which 
results from calling a route a 
'wall ', when he himself refers 
to El Capitan as "the Cap". 
Unfortunately his whole article, 
with its characteristic emphasis 
on prescripive ethics and 
nostalgic sentimentalism, is 
symptomatic of exactly that 
" modern disease" he so 
deplores : his prose doesn't 
open up and communicate th e 
values intrinsic to the climbing 
experience so much as it 
discourages and humiliates 
today's climber in the shadow 
of yesterday's "pure" 
accomplishment. R.R. would 
better serve his own purpose as 
an arbiter of climbing "taste" 
if he were to cease counting 
bolts while wallowing in his own 
verbosity ; he should instead try 
to instil those values necessary 
to prevent bolting in the first 
place. Thus he could have 
written a story about Yosemite 
which emphasized short, hard, 
clean climbs - the kind 
associated in California at least 
with names like Bridwell and 
Bates. This would discourage 
those who tend to equate 
Yosemite with El Capitan alone 
and who, upon graduation from 
Wayne Merry's pseudo -climbing 
school, purchase sixty one-inch 
angles and a twenty pound 
sledge-hammer. But I suppose 
Mr. Robbins is aware that 
another El Capitan story makes 
good copy for your European 
audience. 
Yours etc., 
Bruce Morris (Belmont) 

Robbins was commissioned by 
Mountain to write the El Cap 
article. The recent spate of 
routes there called for a 
'stock-taking' article, and we 
therefore invited Robbins, as 
one of El Capitan's most 
prolific pioneers, to record his 
views. Views every bit as 
provocative as Robbins's are to 
be found in Gogna's Grandes 
Jorasses article (Mountain 26 ); 
indeed, it has been our policy in 
this 'Commentary' series to try to 
get the writers to record their 
real feelings rather than mouth 
polite platitudes. 
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maa,nt aineering 
equ1gment 
suppliers 
The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C. T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic (C) (S). 
Tel. 47.8949. 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd. (C) . 
222 Pacific Highway. 
Tel. 476.3242. 
N.S.W: Chatswood 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd. (C). 
399 Victoria Avenue. 
Tel. 412.3372. 
N.S.W. Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 26.2685. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Odin Equipment Company, 
P.O. Box 12, Toowong, 4066. 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428. 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty. Ltd ., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. 

CANADA 
Calgary. Alberta 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensinton Road, N.W., 41. 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 
Ottawa: Ontario 
Blacks Outdoors Store, 
225 Strathcona Avenue, 
K1S 1X7. Tel. 613.235.1461. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
ABC of Canada, 
1822 West 4th Avenue, 9. 
Tel. 604.731 .4018. 

EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut, 
19 South King Street. 
Dublin 2. (C) (M). 
Tel. 01 .781358. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Oscar A. Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 1. 
Tel. 74.646. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S), 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Bethesda 
Arvons, Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 024.882. 1 
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Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S). 
7 Snowhill, Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27 / 29 Martineau Square. 
Tel. 021.236.9383. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S), 
117 Bradshawgate. 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
71 a Godwin Street. 
Tel. 0274.21998. 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674. 
Brighton 
Sports and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874. 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Broughton-in- Furness, Lanes. 
Mountain Centre, 
Brade Street. Tel. 461. 
(open until 8 p.m.) 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. 
22 High Street (C) (M). 
Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham (M) (S), 
Mountain Centre. 
Tel. Capel Curig 232. 
Cardiff 
U.D.A. Mountaineering, 
52 Cowbridge Road East, 
Canton. Tel. 0222.22710. 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01.688.2667. 
Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 

Derby 
Prestidge (S), 
350 Normanton Road. 
Tel. 0332.427.45. 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports. 
95 Spnng Gardens. 
Tel. 0302.67755 (C) (S). 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501-2. 
Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso (M) , 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031.556.1723. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S), 
181 /182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421. 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245. 
Glasgow 
Greaves ( S). 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041.221.4531 /2. 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports (S) , 
47 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 
Harrison's Rocks. Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M) . 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684). 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports. 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524. 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
Frank Davies, Dave Clarke, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.33045. 
Leicester 
Camping Continental, 
Watling Street, Hinkley. 
Tel. 04553.32625. 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
105 London Road. 
Tel. 0533.25235. 
Leigh-on-Sea. Essex 
Mountain Safety Research, 
35 Progress Road. 
Tel. 0702.523262. 
Mail order (Ice Axes) only. 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1. 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 
London 
Pindisports (S), 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01 .242.3278. 
London. Acton. 
Pindisports (S), 
373/5 Uxbridge Road • .W.3. 
Tel. 01.992.6642. 

London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel 01.723.5252. 
Londcr1 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01 .839.1722. 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
309 Brampton Road, S.W.1. 
Tel. 01.584.7766. (S) (M). 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S) , 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161. 
Manchester. Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C), 
15 Station Road. 
Tel. 061.748.6408. 
Manchester, Eccles 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
112 Liverpool Road. 
Tel. 061.789.6044. 
Manchester 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
211 Deansgate 2. 
Tel. 061.834.7278. 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
36/38 Fountain Street, 2. 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S), 
227 /229 Westgate Road. 
Tel. 0632.23903. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561. 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
1 Canning Circus. 
Tel. 0602.47230. 
Oakham: Rutland 
Sport and Leather, 
Market Place. 
Tel. 0572.2123. 
Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portsmouth 
Safari, The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705.29410. 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793. 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
Mountaineering Equipment, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018. 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Base Camp (C), 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 
Teesside: Middlesbrough 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road, 
Tel. 0642.48916 . . 



Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros. (C) (M) (S), 
35 Market Place. 
Tel. 021 .556.0802. 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S) , 
Tel. 021 .553.1670. 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0902.27012. 

York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

UNITED STATES 
Arizona: Flagstaff, 
Grand Canyon 
Village Sports Den, 
7 N. Leroux, 86001. 
Tel. 602.774.2271. (C) (M ) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 
94705. (S) (C). 
Tel. 415.548.1371 . 
California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. (C) (M). 
Tel. 408.374.7777. 
California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A16-2. 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 . 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S) . 

California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1 1-91 W. Whitt ier Blvd ., 90631. 

· <M) (S). 
" 69'- .5919. 

Cahforn1a : Lancaster 
Dan's Skiing and Mountaint!ering, 
1069 West Ave. K, 93534. 
(C) (M) (S). 
California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 714.934.2423. 
California: San Diego 
San Diego Ski Chalet and 
Mountain Shop, 
4004 Sports Arena Blvd., 
93401. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.224.3439. 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews Sports, 
840 B Street, 92101 . (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 714.232.2167. 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Mountain Sports, 
858 Higuera Street, 
93401. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 805.544.7141. 
California: Santa Maria 
Mountain Transit Authority, 
223 So. Broadway, 93454. 
Tel. 805.922.8271. (C) (M) (S). 
California : Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 
91356 (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 213.881. 5111. 
California : Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
Chouinard Equipme.flt-•Company, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.3528. 
California: West Covina 
Alpine Country, 
1629 W. Garvey Avenue, 91790. 
Tel. 213.962.4311 . (S) (M) (C). 

THE BIG MOUNTAIN COUNTRY U.K. A (Scotland of course) is where you' ll find us. From our comfortable 
base in a large country house we run courses for SMLTB, rock
climbing, general mountaineering and rescue - all year. 

LOCH Ell CENTRE 
by Fort William, Inverness-shire Tel. Corpach 320 

HIKING AND BACKPACKING EQUIPMENT 
For a complete range of supp l ies ... sleep 
bags• clothing • maps - tents - food .. . 
se nd today for free catalog. 

:KELTY 
1801 . 
Gl en 

CLIMB 
<,WITH 

~,~~~~l 
LeicestPnhire. 
Telephone : Hinckle>y-92626/ 32841. 

Colorado: Boulder New York : New Paltz 
Ro<;k ant.i ::inow, 71,u -~otll::>. - M0untaineer, 

122'.J Lror-01 ,ay, 
80302. (C) (M ) (S). 

44 Main Street, N.Y. 12561 . (S) . 
Tel. 914.255.1311 . 

Tel. 303 442.8"5' 

Colorad1- : ;.:_ ; P:- • k 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 
80517. Tel. 303.586.2440. 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
118 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) . 

New YC>r k: •..:'gdensburg 
Thomas r:.i:,(;;, and Sons 
(Ogd. ;1 ~:.,1.irg) Inc., 
930 Ford Street, 13669. 
Tel. 315.393.5704. 
(Mail Order only) . 

Pennsylvania: Pittsburgh 
The Mountain Trail Shop, 
5435 Walnut Street, 15232. 

Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini - Mall, 83704. 
Tel. 208.376.3731 . (S) (C). 

Pennsylvania: Pittsburgh 
The Mountain Trail Shop South, 
2506 West Liberty Avenue, 
15226. Tel. 412.343.9966. 

Idaho : Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
329 N. Main 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M ) (S). 

Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122. 83353. (S). 
Tel. 208.726.3808. 

Illinois: Chicago 
Turin Bicycle Co -op, 
North Park, Ltd., 

Vermont: Ferrisburg 
Dakin's Vermont, 
Mountain Shop, Rt. 7, 
05456. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 802.877.2936. 

Virginia: Oakton 
Appalachain Outfitters, 
2930 Chain Bridge Road, 
Box 11 , 22124. (C) (M ). 
Tel. 703.281.4324. 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 1932 North Clark Street, 60614. 

Tel. 312.944.3800 Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue 
02215. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 617.254.4250. 

Montana: Red Lodge 
Mountaincraft, 
Main Street, 59068. 
Tel. 406.446.2393. 

N.H: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 603.745.2767. 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow·s Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 981 05. 

Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 
99220. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 509.328.5020. 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. (C) (M) (S) . 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001 . 
Tel. 307.733.3595. 

FANTASY RIDGE SCHOOL OF ALPINISM 
daily courses, guided ascents, seminars. 

The concession for the ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK. 
Authorized school of mountaineering and technical rock-climbing . 

Director : Michael Covington 
for information please write to: 

Box 2106, Estes Park, Colorado. Phone: 303.586.2440 

WEST ROSS CLIMBING SCHOOL 
Rock, Ice and Mixed climbing courses. beginners and advanced, 
January to October 1973. Climb classic and new routes in 
Strathcarron, Carnmore, Torridon, Applecross and Skye. Accom 
modation inclusive. 

Brochure from: West-Ross Climbing School, Achnashellach, 
Wester Ross, Scotland 

The Bivouac 
for mountaineering 
equipment 

THE BIVOUAC 
56 North Parade, 
Matlock Bath, Matlock, 
Derbyshire. D E4 3NS 

tel. Matlock 3750 

45 



CAGJAC USID CHRIS BONINGTON 

ON FITZROY . E ER T 
D~ve Nicol's expedit_ion, that _recently South West Foce 
climbed the South Ridge of Fitzroy, 
found that the Cagjac stood up well 
to the terrible Patagonian weather. 
It's already been used in the 
Hindu Kush and soon in the Andes. 
CAGJAC ONLY COSTS ABOUT £7.00 ! 
OUTSTANDING VALUE 
FOR A FIRST CLASS 
GARMENT. 
Normal & muted 
colours available 

G and H Products, Birstall, Batley, Yorks. 
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On September 10th will be published 
Chris Bonington's account of the British 
expedition's attempted ascent of Everest 
by the difficult South West route. 

To mark this event, the author, along with other 
members of the expedition, will give an audio 
and visual lecture at the Queen Elizabeth Hall 
on Monday, September 10th at 7.45 p.m. 
Tickets at £1.10, 90p, 65p, 45p available from: 
Royal Festival Hall Pindisports, 

Booking Office, 14 Holborn, 
London S.E.1 London E.C.1 

Money and s.a.e. with order 
Tickets available from August 10th 

II) HODDER 

COOKS 
ADVENTURE CLUB 

TREKS 1973 
Holidays with a difference - holidays that present something of 

a challenge as well as a rewarding experience. Each trek is 
designed to take you to some of the world's more out-of-the-way 

places. Here's a selection. All trekking arrangements will be in 
the capable hands of Col. Jimmy Roberts of Mountain Travel. 

A look into 1974: 
8 Feb-3 March, 'Roof of Africa'-a chance to walk, not climb, 

to the Lenana Peak of Mount Kenya. . . and to the top of Mount 
Kilimanjaro, with a descent into the crater, plus a rest at Vanga 
on the coast and drives through Amboseli and Tsavo National 

Parks. £485; 28 March-24 April, 'Darjeeling, Sikkim & Bhutan'
an opportunity to trek, walk or merely 'stay-put' in Darjeeling, 
followed by a IO-day tour of Sikkim and Bhutan, also visits to 

the Taj Mahal and Khajuraho ... led by Tony Schilling, 
Curator of Kew's Arboretum at Wakehurst Place. £525 

31 October - IO December: Mount Everest Trek. 
This trek through the foothills of the Himalayas is really one for 
the more experienced mountain walkers. But it is very popular 

and gives a real sense of achievement. From base camp you will 
gaze at mighty Everest . . . . reward enough. £520. 

23 November - 18 December: Lake Rara Trek. 
From Jumla in West Nepal you will trek north through superb 

hill country of pine forests and pastures to Lake Rara - the 
largest in Nepal. The country is little known; magnificent 

mountain views abound. £490. 

For further information and free broadsheets, '73 and '74 tours, 
app_ly to Mr. P.H. Delves, Cooks Adventure Club, 

45 Berkeley Street, London W1A 1EB. Tel: 01-499 4000, Ext. 633 



The Pioneers 
Specialist Sleeping Bags 

T he Tromso 

This bag is designed for the ultra light
weight climber or camper. The cover is of 
down-proof blue nylon, wall quilted and 
filled with Superb Quality Goose/ Duck 
down. This provides outstanding insulation 
and warmth in addition to being very light 
and compact when in the stuff bag 
provided. Length 6 ft. 6 ins. Width at top 
2 ft. 9 ins. Width at foot 1 ft. 9 ins. Packed 
size: 16 ins. x 7 ins. diameter. Weight 
2 lb. 6 oz. Available only without a zip 
£16.06. 

All prices shown are inclusive of V.A. T. 

The Polar 

The Polar Bag is a mummy-shaped bag 
known well to those who find their 
enjoyment at low temperatures and high 
altitudes. Wall quilting ensures that there 
is always a layer of down between the 
covers and allows for maximum expansion 
of the down when heated by the body. The 
hood is fitted with a drawcord and 
completely encloses the sleeper. Outer 
covering is of a Fawn down-proof fabric 
lined with blue nylon and filled with Goose/ 
Duck down filling. Complete with stuff bag . 
Length fully open 8 ft. 6 ins. Length in use 
6 ft . 9 ins. Packed size 19 ins. x 9 ins. dia. 
Weight 4 lb. 8 oz. £25.30. 

The Alpine 

A new specialist sleeping bag, combining 
the best qualities of natural Duck Down 
with the latest development in man-made 
fibres. The Alpine is mainly filled with 
Blacks No. 1 Quality fine Duck Down with 
soft curled feathers, but the underside 
panels at the foot, hips and shoulder are 
filled with the new Dacron "Fibrefill 2" 
synthetic fibres. These are more resistant 
to compression than Down and provide a 
higher degree of insulation, even when wet, 
at these pressure points. Covered in Down
proof Green nylon, the barrel-shaped Alpine 
is wall quilted throughout and fitted with 
a drawcord at the neck. Complete with 
waterproof valise. Length 6 ft. 6 ins. Width 
at top and foot 2 ft. 3 ins. Width at centre 
2 ft. 9 ins. Packed size 17 ins. x 10 ins. x 
8 ins. Weight 3 lb. 8 oz. £19.80. 

Blacks branches are situated throughout the U.K.-Fill in the coupon below and find out where your nearest Branch is. 

also at 225, Strathcona Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada and 910, Ford Street, Ogdensburg, New York 15669, U.S.A. 

Please send my FREE Blacks of Greenock full colour 
catalogue. 

NAME ............................................... . 

ADDRESS ........................................... . 

.................. . ............ .. .. ................. 462 

ID,Blacks 
of Greenock 

Head Office 

Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire, PA14 SXN 
and Ruxley Corner, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 SAQ 
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BEAUTlf Ul OUTDOORS 
What could enhance it more than the 
exciting new BERGHAUS range of 
rucksacs and frames, including= 

772 
(right) 

372 Front-loading frame sac with flaps covering zips and 
velcroed to sac body . 2 zipped side pockets, axe loop 

and D's on sac top for additional loading make this 
an exceptional sac. Dimensions: 580mm. X 

380mm. X220mm. Price £9.50 

Large conventional frame sac having two 
zipped pockets each able to hold a 1 pt. 
primus., Elasticated lid for weather protect
ion. Dimensions : 640mm X 420mm. X 
340mm. Price £7.95 
272X Winter climbing or 
short expedition sac in red or 
blue nylon. used with/without 
pack frame. It has a crampon 
patch on the sac side, a canvas 
back on the nylon back and 
a 550mm. bivi allows max
imum length of 1160 mm.r;~ £9.95 

:.=:ii...--;;... 

MACH2 Frame 
Designed for maximum 
comfort with varying 
load support prop
ortions. Alloy frame 
with aluminium 
welded tubes. 
Dimensions : 
length 790mm. 
width 335mm. 
weight 2½1bs. 
Price £10.90 



sEND 'clv1 youR 

fUL~ 1\\\1 

Send your name and address to :-
MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT, Dept. M, Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, LLANBERIS, Caerns. 
Prompt attention to all enquiries. 

THE JOE BROWN SHOPS 
Menai Hall, LLANBERIS, Caerns. Tel : 327 
Open Daily 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sunday 9.30 a.m. - 5.0 p.m. 

The Climbing Shop CAPEL CURIG, Caerns. Tel : 205 

Open Daily 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. - 5.0 p.m. 

Some people 
need a little to 
do a lot ... 

Some people 
want a lot to 

do a little ... 

Some people don't l<now what 
they want or what to do! 

The first group usually know exactly what they need and rely on 
us to supply it . 
The second group tell us what they want and rely on us to supply 
it. 
The people that don't know can also rely on us to get the best deal. 
The benefit of our years of climbing and walking experience used 
to help them select exactly what they need, to best enjoy their 
sport. 
The equipment we charge for - the advice is free. 

✓CEDTRESPURT 
40 Woodhouse Lane, Merrion Centre, Leeds 2. 

Tel: Leeds 31024. 

TIE fflUUDT'IID S&UP 
7 Snowhill, Queens Way, Birmingham 4. 

Tel: (021) 236-6816. 

FIRDH DRUIES 
Ambleside. Tel : Ambleside 2297. 
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A TENT FOR ALL SEASONS 
In the toughest conditions a 'FORCE TEN ' tent won' t let you 
down - they've been expedition tested from Greenland to 
the Himalayas. Superb design and attention to detail, plus 
the famous Hytex 509 and 303 materials come together to 
give you a range of tents second to none. FORCE TENS 
tent-within-a-tent design ensures snug, watertight condi 
tions whatever the weather. There are eight models in the 
FORCE TEN range - one is just right for you - see for 
yourself at your Vango dealer now. 

NEW-FORCE TEN EXTENSIONS 
Extensions are now avai lable which fit onto the front of 
basic FORCE TEN Tents, greatly increasing accommodation. 

., 

THE VIRILIUM HEAT SHEET 
The VIRILIUM heat sheet 
should be part of every 
outdoor man 's life saving kit. 
Measuring 7' x 4' 6" this 
tensile polyester film is 
coated in silver foil to reflect 
heat. In case of emergency 
the sheet is wrapped around 
the body to avoid loss of 
body heat. Prevents suffering 
from exposure and shock. 
Weighs only 2oz. 

S.7000 ULTRA LIGHT CAMPING STOVE 
New from Vango, the S.7000 is incredibly 
light, weighing only 602., and compact 
(3f' dia. x 2f ' when shut). It operates on 
most leading brands of cartridges and burns 
fiercely and efficiently with full control. It has 
the bonus feature of integral wind shield to 
beat windy conditions. 

KASTINCER BOOTS 
The 'S HERPA' boot illustrated was used on the 
recent British Everest Expedition and is just one 
of a wide range of Kastinger light, but sturdy 
boots available to suit all rambling and climbing 
activities. Write for this season's full colour 
catalogue. 

WRITE FOR LEAFLETS AND THE NAME OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST TO 

VANGO (SCOTLAND) LTD. 
356 Amulree St., Glasgow G32 7SL. Telephone 041-778 5461 

"'/ I -Js.4-i.. ;, • ■ , M •Join J:)ougal Haston Sherpa Millet Rucksacks at the lfiternational . School 
mg 
erland . 

. . , 
ce Lane, Cheltenham, Glo 

~1 I 

One or two day weekend climbing cou rses 
in the Peak District - Send for details! 

DON MORRISON 
MOUNTAINEERING 
EQUIPMENT 
343 London Road , Sheffield. TEL 0742.56018 

WE ALSO STOCK SECOND-HAND MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 

Recommended by Walter Bonatti, 
Rene Desmaison, Reinhold Messner. 

Compagnie des Guides and E.N.S.A. in Chamonix. 
Supplied to 123 world -wide expeditions. 

Available from all good mountaineering shops. 

sAc s ~~111111~1~ 111111u111l 111111c 111r 
Boite Postale 109, 74 ANNECY le, France 
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DIRECT ROUTE ? 

TAKE THE ASTON EXPRESSWAY 

DIRECT TO THE MOST 

COMPREHENSIVE COLLECTION 

OF MOUNTAINEERING 

EQUIPMENT IN THE 

MIDLANDS 



Juro Sac 
Re-design with pocket on the outside flap. Crampon 
and ice axe fittings. Nylon shoulder straps. Height 15". 
7oz. red nylon, capacity 42 litres. Weight 11 lb. 6ozs. 
£5.56 

Chouinard Lost Arrows 
Now made under licence in Italy from special steel 
alloy. Their quality and reliability is made possible by 
forging dyes and expert blacksmithing. They represent 
the lightest design possible for a given blade size, 
yet are tough enough to stand repeated use. 69p each 

Optimus 99 Petrol Stove 
A two piece stove, the aluminium top can be used 
as a saucepan, Windshield and handle are included. 
Primes with its own fuel , built in safety valve. Boils 
two pints of water in six minutes. Weighs 1 ¾lb. 
Size 5" x 5" x 3.2 ". £9.06 

Backpacker 2 Extreme 
A lightweight two person ··coffin" tent, height at 
front 4 ' tapering to 2 '6" at rear complete with 
polyurethane proofed nylon fly sheet. Front zipped 
bell end. Sewn in nylon ground sheet, which is 
unproofed nylon, alloy poles and pegs. Weight 3¼Ibs. 
Colour blue, width 4 '6", narrowing to 3' . Length 6'8". 
£36.30 

Feb Cagjag 
A full length cagoule with covered front opening. 
Deep hood and adjusting elasticated wind cuffs. 
Made from 4oz. long wearing Neoprene red nylon. 
All seams are taped. Full length nylon zip, and zipped 
side openings. Weight 11 lb. 7ozs. Sizes - Small, 
medium and large. £9.40 

Face Nord Boots 
Designed so as to have no more bulk than a big 
single boot. Made by Val D'Or of France. Materials -
heavy reversed tanned uppers with extra impregnation 
of grease - leather lined. The inner boot is of felt and 
supple leather with light leather sole. Sole is not rigid. 
Weight 6Ib. Sizes 7-11 in half sizes. £32.95 

Feb Super Mount ain Boot 
Made on a last accepted by the Austrian Alpine Corp. 
The leg is high and lightly padded, to give the support 
required by an experienced "bootman". Materials -
pure reversed tanned leather - soft leather linings, 
all seam free. Prime leather insoles to take the 
pegging and stitches. Two piece chrome hooks and 
D rings. Weight 4Ib. 4ozs. Sizes 5-13. £16.95 

Ellis Brigham 
Manchester 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 
Manchester. M4 3FU 
Telephone 061-834 0161 

Liverpool 
73 Bold Street, Liverpool 1 
Telephone 051- 709 6912 

Snowdonia Cornwall Bristol 
Capel Curig Market Jew Street. Penzance 162 Wh1telad1es Road. Bristol 
Telephone Capel Curig 232 Telephone 5828 Telephone Bristol 311157 

Postal Dept Wellington Place. Liverpool Rd. Manchester 
Telephone 061 -833 0746 



New Supplies of 
E.B. Super Gra~tons -
the only rock boot I 
Price £8.50 (post 25p) 

write now while 
su plies last 

f 3 (1;vtv.,~ 
-;- 4-_ ~-<1 
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GEORGE flSHE 
P_ostal Service 

Borrowdale Road, Keswick. Tel. 72178 

Gi) Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd . c / o 30 Collingwood Avenue, London N.10. 
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