


een 

After many months of careful preparation the Bryan G. Stokes team have 
finally established their new base camp. A great deal of sweat 

and toil has gone into the stocking of gear to ensure there will be everything 
for the needs of climbers, skiers and walkers . 

We have an extremely good range of Chouinard gear, Edelrid ropes, 
the new Ultimate Equipment helmet and lightweight tent range. 

The route from the old shop is fairly easy to follow as illustrated below. 

BRYAN G.STOKES 
9 CharlesStreet,Sheffield. 

Tel.0742.27525 
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Goto 
Go to the L D Mountain Centre for 

the North East's most extensive 
selection of top-quality, top-efficiency 
mountaineering equipment of every 
type. Go too for specialist advice, 
dependable after-sales service, expert 
mountain and rock climbing 
instruction, and a wide range of 
equipment for associated outdoor 
activities including canoeing, ski-ing, 
fell-walking and camping. Go soon! 

(If you can't go in person, write to 
the address below for 
comprehensive catalogue. t 

opwith 
BOOTS/Scarpa, Trappeur and Galibier. 

CLIMBING HARDWARE & ROPES/Stubai, Cassin, Salewa, 
Grivel, lnteralp, Clog, Edelweiss and Edelrid. 

DOWN CLOTHING & SLEEPING BAGS/Mountain Equipment, 
Point 5, Montcler and Fairy Down. 

RUCKSACKS/Karrimor, Millet & Berghaus. 

WATERPROOFS &JACKETS/Helly Hansen , Henri Lloyd, 
Grenfell and others. 

Incidentally don't forget our Skiing and 
Canoeing Equipment... there's just no end to it! 

-
Mountain 
Centre 

FIRST ENGLISH EDITION OF THE GERMAN CLASSIC 

HAZARDS IN MOUNTAINEERING 
WILHELM PAULCKE, REVISED BY HELMUT DUMLER 

This is the first English edition of the long famous German 

classic on the dangers of mountaineering. Now completely 

revised and brought up-to-date, it is one of the greatest 

compendiums of knowledge concerning basic mountain 

phenomena and their perils. Numerous photographs, diagrams 

and drawings, many in two colours for greater clarity. £2.90. 

PUBLISHED BY KA YE & WARD, 21 NEW ST., LONDON, EC 
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CAG~AC 

4oz. Bri-Nylon, coated with 
polyurethene and silicone 

Zip Front 

Velcro fastening overlap 

Storm cuffs 

Two patch pockets 

Dope-sealed seams 

Cagoule length 

Should you wish to kown more about 

l 
l 
l 

G and H Cagoules, Cagjacs and Overtrousers 
we will be pleased to forward our brochure 

upon request. 

Made to last by 

G&H 
G & H Products, 

Birstall, Batley, Yorks. 

L -

I 

High quality climbing equipment available at com
petitive prices - Crackers, Chocks, Ny-Chocks, Pegs, 
Elevators, Harness, Bandolier, Ice Axe, 
Terrordactyl, Snow Anchors, Etrier, 
Tape and Wire Slings, L\amawear 
Insoles and Closed-Cell Mats. 
Indoor Climbing Walls - details on 
request. 
Write for catalogue to: 
Derek Gamble, Peck (UK) Ltd., 
Barnsdale Hall , Oakham, Rutland . 

One or two day weekend climbing courses 
in the Peak District - Send for details! 

DON MORRISON 
MOUNTAINEERING 
EQUIPMENT 
343 London Road , Sheffield. TEL 0742.56018 

WE ALSO STOCK SECOND-HAND MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 

,=!~ll,~w1 
L•icest•nhire. 
Telll!phone : Hinckley 32626/ 32841 . 
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Intensive 
courses 
in rock climbing will be held at Pen y Pass youth 

hostel in Snowdonia weekly from March to October. 

BEGINNERS 
INTERMEDIATE 
ADVANCED 

There will be a maximum of three pupils to one instructor. 

Please write for details. 

YHA Adventure Holidays 
Dept M732, Trevelyan House, St Albans, Herts. 

COOKS 
ADVENTURE CLUB 

TREKS 1973 
Holidays with a difference - holidays that present something of 

a challenge as well as a rewarding experience. Each trek is 
designed to take you to some of the world's more out-of-the-way 

places. Here's a selection. All trekking arrangements will be in 
the capable hands of Col. Jimmy Roberts of Mountain Travel. 

12 April - 4 May: Hillier Expedition to Nepal. 
The object is plant collecting - but you will see whole hillsides 

ablaze with rhododendron, also giant magnolia trees, orchids and 
other wild flowers, as you explore the little known area of Milke 

Bhanjgang in East Nepal. Led by Roy Lancaster, Curator of 
Hillier Jermyns Gardens & Arboretum, Winchester. £450. 

31 October - 10 December: Mount Everest Trek. 
This trek through the foothills of the Himalayas is really one for 
the more experienced mountain walkers. But it is very popular 

and gives a real sense of achievement. From base camp you will 
gaze at mighty Everest .... reward enough. £520. 

23 November - 18 December: Lake Rara Trek. 
From Jumla in West Nepal you will trek north through superb 

hill country of pine forests and pastures to Lake Rara - the 
largest in Nepal. The country is little known; magnificent 

mountain views abound. £490. 
Other Adventure Club Tours in brief 

9 August - 30 August: 'In the footsteps of Livingstone'. 
Leader: Mr. William Cunningham, Warden of the Livingstone 

Memorial, Blantyre, Scotland. £535. 
13 July - 2 August: 'Trail Riding in the Canadian Rockies'. 

Led by Bob Danvers-Walker, £430. 
5 September - 19 September, 'Volcano Adventure' visits 

to Etna, Stromboli and Vulcano, led by Bob Danvers-Walker, £175. 
For further information and free broadsheets, apply to: 

Mr. P. H. Delves, COOKS Adventure Club, 45 Berkeley Street, 
London W1A 1EB. Tel: 01-499 4000 Ext. 633. 
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Rock, Ice and Mixed climbing courses, beginners and advanced, 
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modation inclusive. 
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troll 
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Information 
Sixtythree-man Monzino party attempting Everest. 
Everest fully booked until Autumn 1978. 

Above: Pumori (23,442ft.) with the line and camps of the new French South Face route marked (see Mt. 25). 
The Original Route takes the right-hand skyline. Photo: Ken Wilson 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

NEPAL 

Everest (29,028ft.) 
Guido Monzino's expedition 
numbers a massive sixty-three 
climbers; they have been drawn 
from various countries, but 
Italians predominate. 
The expedition will be taking 
the South Col route, and its 
reported aim is to place as many 
people as possible on the 
summit (the record so far is nine 
- achieved by the Indian 
expedition). No mention has 
been made of attempts on any 
other route. While some experts 
view this mass assault with 
horror, others welcome it as the 
final devaluation of pointless 
national Everest expeditions. 
Little prestige will remain in a 
pre-monsoon voie normale 
ascent if the lta I ia ns succeed in 
their objective. 
Forthcoming expeditions 
There are twelve other expeditions 
operating in the Nepal Himalaya 
during the 1973 pre-monsoon 
season. Japanese parties will be 
attempting Pumori, Annapurna 1 
and 2 and Annapurna South, 
Kanjiroba, Api, Lhotse (South 
Face), and Yalung Kang. 
Other expeditions are Manaslu 
(West-Germans), Makalu 
(Czechs), Dhaulagiri 1 
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(Americans) and Dhaulagiri 4 
(Austrians). 
Everest bookings now stretch to 
Autumn 1978. In addition to the 
current Italian expedition the 
following partie:, have bookings: 
Japanese (Autumn 1973), 
Spanish (Spring 1974), French -
Mazeaud expedition (Autumn 
1974), Japanese Ladies (Spring 
1975), Canadians (Autumn 
1975), British Army (Spring 
1976), French - Chamonix Guides 
(Autumn 1976), New Zealanders 
(Spring 1977), South Koreans 
(Autumn 1977), Austrians (Spring 
1978), German/Austrian (1978). 
Gurja Himal (23,590ft.) 
The Buttin Expedition was 
comprised solely of French 
climbers and was not, as we 
erroneously reported in Mountain 
25, Franco/Japanese. The 
expedition also had very little 
Sherpa assistance. 

TIBET 

Gosaithan/Shisha Pangma 
The hei,ght of this mountain, 
previously considered to be 
26,291 ft., has been re-estimated 
at 26,397ft., which places it 
above Gasherbrum 2 as the 
world's 13th highest peak. The 
mountain was first climbed in 1964 
by the Chinese, but there is some 
doubt as to whether they actually 
reached the highest summit. 

KULU 

lndrasan (20,410ft.) 
A Japanese expedition, led by 
Seiichi Asanome, made the first 
ascent of the South Face. 
HINDU KUSH 

Suigal Valley 
A British Joint Universities 
Expedition comprising James 
Bolton, Dave Peers, Bob Barton, 
Ian Napier, Dave Robertson and 
John Tyler, made a total of 40 
ascents in this region in August. 
These included ascents ot a 
number of previously unclimbed 
peaks, ranging from 16,000-
19,000ft., and ascents of 
Koh-i-Morusg and Marchech . 
Koh-i-Bandaka (22,500ft.) 
A seven-strong Japanese team, 
led by Tumindo Hanada, made 
the first ascent of the South 
Ridge in July. All members 
reached the summit, but the 
route was climbed expedition
style with three camps. 
Koh-i-Safed (19,686ft.) 
A thirteen-man Japanese team, 
led by lzomu lkeba, concentrated 
its efforts on this and other 
nearby peaks in the Warmano 
Valley. Koh-i-Safed was climbed 
from the south, and four other 
peaks were ascended. 

Correspondents: Bonington, 
Cheney, Bolton and Yoshizawa 

CANADA 

SUMMER 1972 

Moby Dick 
(Selkirks) Dave Jones, J . Markul 
and R. Wallace established Ohno 
Wall (grade 6, 5.8, A4) on the 
2,700ft. West Face of this peak 
in the Battle Group. The ascent 
took nearly five days. Much aid 
was used, though it may be 
possible to dispense with some 
once the climb has been cleaned 
up. The last day became rather 
hectic in the face of an electric 
storm and a complicated 
nine-hour descent involving 
several 300ft. abseils. 
South Howser Tower 
(Bugaboos) Jon Jones and Gerry 
Rogan climbed the prominent 
buttress on the West Face . 
2,000ft. high, and graded 5.8, 
A3, it is entitled The Minaret: 
,.a perfect conical granite face, 
split by a dead straight crack" . 
Mt. Alberta 
(Rockies) George Homer, Rob 
Wood, Brian Greenwood and 
Bob Beale made the second 
ascent of the 3,500ft. North 
Face. Rather than follow the 
original Jones / Lowe/ Thompson 
route which was dangerously 
exposed to rockfall, they took a 
safer route up the rocks to the 
left of the prominent ice couloir. 
The climb took three days. 
M t. Bryce 
(Rockies) Jim Jones and 
Eckhardt Grassman climbed the 
very inaccessible 5,000ft. North 
Face, a fine ice climb varying in 
angle from 50-60°. Estimates 
vary as to the exact amount of 
difficult climbing involved in 
this route. 
Mt. Eisenhower 
(Rockies) A route called 
Paraphernalia (1,200ft, 5.8, A 1) 
was added to the South Face 
by Homer, Wood, Rogan and 
Jon Jones. 
Rock climbing in the Eastern 
Rockies 
Four new routes have been 
established on the 1,500ft. East 
End of Rundle, a cliff which now 
rivals Yamnuska in popularity 
with Calgary climbers. 
On Windtower, Homer and 
Wood made a new route on the 
1, 700ft. North-East Face 
(5.9, A2). 
Finally, on Yamnuska, Billy 
Davidson and Urs Kallen put up 
what is perhaps the cliff's 
hardest route yet ( CMC Wall: 
1,200ft, 5.8, A4). The climb 
took three days and is the first 
route on the cliff to resort 
extensively to aid . 

Correspondents: Culbert, 
Bertulis, Dave Jones, Greenwood 
and McKeith 



Two new routes made on Huascaran by French and Austrians. 
Japanese climbers killed on Alpamayo and Chacraraju. 

THE ANDES 

Huascaran (22,205ft.) 
A seven-strong Austrian team -
Dietmar Entlesberger (leader), 
Eduard Koblmuller, Roland 
Schulz, Christoph Pollet, Michael 
von Gizycki, Sepp Hasitschka 
and Erich Lackner - made a 
second route on the 4,000ft. 
East Face. The face was first 
climbed in 1971 by the Anzus 
Expedition, whose route took the 
left of this very steep rock and 
ice wall, the climb being done in 
Alpine-style by Caradine, Ryan, 
Wayatt and Schneider. The 
Austrians took a more direct 
route just to the rig ht of the 
summit line. After placing 
approach camps up to the foot of 
the steeper ice slopes they fixed 
rope up about 3,000ft. of the 
face . These preliminaries took 
about two weeks and a bivouac 
camp was established under the 
summit wall. At this point they 
adopted a more alpine style. 
Koblmuller and Lackner set out 
to climb to the top, fixing ropes 
as they went to assist the others 
who were to follow them at 
intervals. 
The final section of the route 
proved extremely difficult and 
the pair only succeeded in 
forcing an escape on to the 
summit plateau after nightfall. 
They were followed some time 
later by Hasitschka, Schulz 
and Pollet. After bivouacking, 
the party decided that retreat 
down their ascent route had 
been rendered too difficult by 
stonefall, which had damaged 
ropes on the lower ice slopes and 
also prevented the final pair from 
following . They therefore 
descended via the Garganta route, 
like the Anzus four . 
A French expedition climbed the 
4 km . long North-East Arete, 
which defeated a strong Polish 
team last year. The French party, 
comprising M. Fevrier, J . Frehel, 
B. Khune, P. Maree and J. Porret, 
placed two camps low on the 
ridge and then completed the 
route alpine-style, with four 
bivouacs. A few days later, the 
route was repeated by the other 
members of the party -
L. Audoubert, P. de Bellefon, 
Y. Erpeldinger and P. Sol - with 
only three bivouacs. The arete 
was described as sustained and 
difficult, with rock grades of 
3-4 and one pitch of 5. Fragile 
flutings and dangerous cornices 
gave rise to considerable ice 
difficulties. 
Huantsan (20,899ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) A ten-strong 
Italian party, led by Alessandro 
Liati, made a very difficult new 
route up the South Ridge of the 
West Shoulder ; apparently they 

Above: Two views of Huascaran - Peru's highest mountain. Top: The long North-East Ridge climbed by the 
French. Bottom: The 4,000ft. East Face with the 1971 Anzus route on the left and the new Austrian route 
on the right. Photos: Henryk Furmanik and Erich Lackner 

did not continue to the summit. 
The North and Main summits of 
Huantsan were first climbed in 
1952 by Lionel Terray and 
Dutchmen de-Booy and Egeler, 
and later, in 1958, by an 
American party. Since then the 
route to the West Shoulder has 
repulsed American and Japanese 
attempts. The Italian party also 
reached the South Summit via the 
North Ridge, by a route almost 
identical to that taken by the 
Japanese first ascensionists. 
Finally, the Italians made the 
first ascent of P5293 in the 
Huamashraju Group. Some 
controversy has surrounded the 
exaggerated claims made by the 
expedition on its return to 
Italy. It seems that the West 
Shoulder of Huantsan became 
the West Summit, and an easy 
climb on Nevado Rurec ("the 
difficulty is similar to that of 
going up Haymarket to 
Piccadilly" ) was transformed into 
a first ascent of the formidable 
East Face . Following similar 
Italian exaggerations about 
Andean climbs in the past, 
Andean pundits are rather 
perplexed about how to handle 
such matters. The problems 
seem to stem from the climbers' 
need to impress their lay 

sponsors back home by 
appearing to have climbed 
something big and tangible. 
Alpamayo (19,&00ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) Three 
Japanese climbers, Kanji 
Shimamura, Yoshio Takano and 
Kozihiro Nisimura, ascended the 
North Ridge to the North Summit, 
via a route over a col on the 
West Ridge and a traverse of the 
North-West Face. They reached 
the top in three days, having 
bivouacked on the col and the 
ridge. After descending, and 
spending their third night on 
the col, they started their return 
to base on the fourth day. 
However, while traversing, roped, 
across an apparently harmless 
snow plateau, they fell through 
the crust into a crevasse. An 
ice ledge checked their fall at 
1 00ft., but Takano was killed . 
The other two extricated them 
selves and after two more days 
managed to reach a Spanish 
camp in the valley, where they 
received medical treatment. The 
Spanish climbers returned to the 
scene of the accident and 
brought down Takano's body. 
Chopicalqui (20,998ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) A seven
member Japanese Ladies party 
climbed this mountain from the 

south-east side and by the 
South-West Ridge. They also 
climbed Huascaran Sur. 
Chacraraju (20,056ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) After 
climbing ten peaks in the 
Cordilleras Ruara and Blanca, 
a seven-man Japanese party, led 
by Toshimitsu Wada, attempted 
the East summit of Chacraraju 
from the south-east. 
Unfortunately, tragedy struck 
when the climbers were 1,000ft. 
below the summit; a cornice 
broke and two climbers fell to 
their deaths. 
Jirishanca (20,099ft.) 
(Cordillera Huayhuash) 
Previously unreported in Mountain 
was Dean Caldwell's and Jon 
Bowlin's fine climb up the South 
Face of Jirishanca . This ascent 
took place in the 1971 season. 
After some initial preparation it 
was achieved in two days of 
alpine-style climbing - almost 
entirely on high-angled ice. 
Last year a Japanese team 
attempted a route on the East 
Face, but turned back 1,500ft. 
below the top. During the climb 
the party discovered the 
wreckage of the Peruvian plane 
that crashed on the peak in 
1954. 
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Information 

Two Britons killed after bold alpine-style ascent on 1/lampu. 
Important new route on Brenta Alta. 
Other new climbs on Lyskamm, Piz Badile and Torre Trieste. 

lllampu (20,882ft.) 
(Cordillera Real) A British 
expedition, comprising Paul 
Bunting (leader), Bruce Hooker, 
Neville Jordison, Paul 
McCartney, Stephen Ridgill, 
David Steel, Roger Skull and 
Richard Wroot, spent several 
weeks in this area. After making 
a large number of climbs on 
peaks which included 
Pico def Norte (19,953ft.), 
Hankopiti (19,600ft), 
Casiri Este (19,51 Oft.) and 
Kimsakolyo (19,333ft.), two 
climbers perished during an 
attempt on the East Face of 
lllampu. 
The essential seriousness of 
alpine-style climbing in the 
Andes was strongly emphasized 
by the nature of this tragedy. 
The two climbers, Steel and 
Skull, left to attempt the face 
with six days' supplies. The 
weather deteriorated, but nobody 
was unduly worried as the 
climbers were known to be well 
supplied. Six days later a red 
distress flare was seen coming 
from the summit ridge of the 
peak. The other six climbers 
hastened to the rescue; they 
reached the peak after two days 
and started up the South Ridge. 
There they encountered very 
difficult ice conditions, and it 
was not until five days after 
the first flare had been sighted 
that they reached Skull, only to 
find him dead in his bivouac 
sack - with no trace of Steel. 
Piecing together the various 
bits of evidence, it appears 
that the pair completed their 
climb up the East Face; when 
they reached the summit ridge, 
however, some accident overtook 
Steel - probably through the 
collapse of a cornice. Skull 
then apparently traversed the 
summit and started to descend, 
only to be stopped by the 
deteriorating weather. He 
bivouacked and tried to sit it 
out until the rescuers arrived -
they reached him one day too 
late. 
Columbia 
A seven-man British Army 
expedition, led by John Kay, 
made a number of ascents in the 
Santa Marta group - 18,000ft. 
mountains near the Columbian 
coast. Ascents were made of 
Pico Santander, Pico Tairona 
and El Guardian, although the 
expedition's belief that these 
were early ascents was incorrect 
- all have been climbed several 
times before. 

Correspondents: Habeler, 
Heppenstall, Adams-Carter, 
Contamine, Yoshizawa, Bunting 
and Snoswell 
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THE ALPS 

SUMMER 1972 

Matterhorn: North Face 
Previous reports of a Japanese 
ascent have now been confirmed; 
three Japanese climbers in fact 
established a new route. The 
exact line is still in doubt 
(there isn't much room left) , 
but it is known that the climb 
was partially sieged and took 
six hours. Two of the party 
later went on to attempt the 
Eigerwand and were the victims 
of the accident reported in 
Mountain 25. 
Lyskamm: North Face 
Further to the report in 
Mountain 25, we can now 
confirm that the face was soloed 
by Jim Taylor in 5 hours. 
A new route has been made on 
the North Face of the West 
Summit by Polish climbers 
Jacek Poreba, M. Jagiello, 
G. Malaczynski and A . Tarnawski. 
Piz Badile: S.E. Face 
Claudio Corti and C. Giraldi 
made a new route on this face 
in late August (grade 5-6, 
2,000ft., 50 pitons). 
Brenta Alta: N.E. Face 
(Brenta group) After a number of 
previous attempts by various 
parties, Alessandro Gogna, Aldo 
Anghileri and Piero Rava 
succeeded in climbing the 
impressive North-East Buttress 
of this peak over two days in 
July. The major part of the 
route was very fine free 
climbing. The crux was a 150ft. 
slab at two-thirds height, which 
required some piton aid. The 
climb, which is highly 
recommended, is perhaps the 
most difficult route in the Brenta 
group. 
Torre Fosca: North Face 
(Sella group) A new route 
grade 4) has been established 
here by Bepi di Francesch and 
Damiano Magughiani. 
Torre dello Spallone: 
South Face 
(Sella group) D. Albrecht, 
N. Tohermes and P. Steinacker 
made a new route (grade 4-5) 
on the South Face of the 
Yellow Tower. 
Cima dell lndipendenza: 
West Face 
Andrea Andreotti and Heinz 
Steinkotter made the first 
ascent of the West Buttress, a 
1,000ft. climb of grade 5 sup 
and A2. 
Tofana di Rozes: S.E. Face 
(Tofana group) Franz Dallargo, 
Armando Dallargo and Andrea 
Menardi made a difficult but 
rather broken 3,000ft. climb to 
the rig ht of the Direttisima 
over two days in June. 
Tofana di Mezzo 
(Tofana group) Pete Hicks and 

Above: The Brenta Alta . Routes: 1. The East Diedre; 2. The North-East 
Face; 3 . The new North-East Buttress (Gogna /Angileri/Rava 1972); 
4. The North-East Pillar. The North-East Diedre (not marked) is hidden 
by shadow just to the right of Route 3. 

Mick Putnam repeated the 
Dearman/Riley Route on Punta 
Anna in seven hours. This was 
described as a very fine climb 
and, with all the gear in place, 
a reasonable proposition for a 
day. Putnam later joined Mark 
Hutchinson to climb the obvious 
crescent-shaped line to the 
right of the previous route. 
Torre Trieste: S.E. Face 
(Civetta group) Polish climbers 
Wach, Kukucska, Kalla and 
Laukajtjs made a new climb on 
this face, starting left of the 
Car!esso /Sandri route and 
crossing it near the top. The 
climb is 2,500ft. long and 
mainly free (grade 4-5), except 
for one 250ft. artificial section 
on which bolts were used. 
Of interest to Commonwealth 
readers will be Paul Coradine's 
and John Fantini's ascent of the 
Cassin/Ratti route, which they 
found to be of excellent quality 
and far better than the 
Carlesso/Sandri route. 
Marmolata di Penia: S.W Face 
Here, Caradine and Fantini 
climbed the So/da/ Conforta 
route: they reported it to be a 
fine climb, but not as good as 
the aforementioned Cassin route. 
Terza Pala di San Lucano: 
South Face 
(Pala group) Anghileri, Gogna, 
Rava and Gianluigi Lanfranchi 
also picked a fine plum on this 
face when they made a new, 
sustained 5,000ft. free climb 

over two attempts in April and 
May. 
Fleischbank: N.E. Face 
(Kaisergebirge group) W. Wilner 
and party made a new route 
(grade 6, A2) between the Huber 
and Kadner routes. 
We were incorrect in reporting 
(Mountain 24) that the McHardy/ 
Douglas ascent of the Schmuck 
Kamin was a first British ascent -
the route was climbed by Denny 
Moorhouse some years ago. 
Totenkirchl: West Face 
(Kaisergebirge group) McHardy 
and Douglas made an ascent of 
the Peters/ Eidenschink variation, 
which they said was poorly 
described and much overrated 
in the English guide. 
Gross Drussenturm 
( Riitikon group) Hanspeter 
Kaspar and Toni Holdener made 
a new direct route up the 
South Spur (grade 6, 2,000ft.). 
Scheienfluh: West Face 
(Riitikon group) A. Scherrer 
made the first solo ascent of the 
Neidermann route. 
Dachl: North Face 
(Gesiiuse group) Klaus Hoi, Lois 
Dengg, Hugo Stelzig and Nik 
Rafonowitsch added a new 
direct finish to the classic 
Scheiblehner route. 

Correspondents: Wilkinson, 
Cieplinska-Bojarska, Hicks and 
Gogna 



Kenya's Diamond Couloir withstands repeated attempts. 
Troll Pillar and Fiva route climbed in winter by Poles. 

NORWAY 

Romsdal 
Previously unreported was the 
first winter ascent of the East 
Pillar of the Trollryggen, by 
Polish climbers A. Dworak, W. 
Jedlinski, R. Kowalewski and T. 
Piotrowski. The climb was done 
during eight days in February 
1972 ; there was a considerable 
amount of ice on the face. 
After this success, the four 
climbers went on to make the 
first winter ascent of the Fiva 
Route on the Store Trolltind. 
This long established winter 
problem had withstood several 
previous attempts, some of which 
had ended in disaster. 
Lyngen and Skjomen 
A large German expedition 
visited this region and made 
eight first ascents on rock 
faces of between 1,500ft. and 
3,000ft. Their most notable 
achievements were the first 
ascents of Titind (East Ridge) , 
Tagtoppen (North-East Pillar), 
Balgesvarrinebba (North Ridge of 
West Peak) and Rundting (East 
Face). 
Jotenheim 
German climbers have established 
two routes on the North Side of 
Gjertvasstin: in 1971 , the North
East Face (an ice route) was 
climbed by Gaarder and 
Cukrowski ; and last year the 
2,500ft. North Spur (a mixed 
route) was climbed by 
Cukrowski, Trattner and 
Ritzhaupt. 
Correspondent: 
Cieplinska-Bojarska 

EAST AFRICA 

Mt. Kenya (17,058ft.) 
The Diamond Couloir (mistakenly 
reported in Mountain 23 as 
having been climbed) has been 
the object of further attempts 
recently, by various pairings 
made up from Ian Howell, John 
Cleare and Frank Cannings. None 
were successful. Howell's and 
Snyder's 1971 climb in fact 
reached the lower lip of the 
Diamond Glacier, leaving the 
ascent of the glacier itself and 
a climb to the summit ridge to 
be completed . Last year's 
attempts failed to push the 
route any further. 
The South West Ridge of Batian 
was climbed by Dennis Brown 
and Martin Briggs who also made 
an off -season ascent of the West 
Ridge. Phil Snyder and Paul 
Anderson also climbed the South 
West Ridge adding a new direct 
start which misses out the lower 
meandering section . The climb 
now stands as one of the 
longest and hardest on the 
mountain (Grade 5 sup.) . The 
Southern Slabs route was climbed 

Below: Frank Cannings leading the initial ice wall in Mt. Kenya's Diamond Couloir. Photo: John Cleare 
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Information 

Hicks gets hammered in New Zealand summer season. 
Bill Denz solos Caroline Face adding new finish. 

Above: Hell's Gate Gorge. Routes: 1. Zebra Wall (700ft., HVS, A2); 
2. Olympian (B00ft., HVS, A 1). Photo: lain Allen 
Below: The South Face of Hicks. Routes: 1. Original Route, Jones/ 
Dingle (1971); 2. Gough/ Denz/Kummer route (1972); 3. Stanton/ 
Pooley route ( 1973); 4. Harris /Sandblon/ Jolly/ Timms route ( 1973); 
5. Dingle/ Sissons route (1972) . Photo: John Stanton 
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by lain Allan and Robin Harper. 
Proposals to establish a 
telepherique on the mountain 
have been met with some disdain 
from climbers. The fear of a 
flood of tourists puncturing the 
essential remoteness of the peak, 
together with the increased 
risk of pulmonary oedema cases, 
are factors prompting their 
disapproval. 
Mawenzi (16,890ft.) 
D. Knowles and J. Kempson 
made the first ascent of the North 
Spur, a 2,000ft. climb to the 
left of the existing North Face 
route. 
A Yugoslav expedition made a 
new route on the 4,000ft. East 
Face. Little is known about this 
climb other than that the final, 
steep, 2,000ft. section took three 
days to climb, with bivouacs in 
hammocks. 
Hell's Gate Gorge 
This area is rapidly developing 
into a major rock-climbing 
centre. During recent months, 
at least eight long and 
d ifficu It routes have been put 
up by teams drawn from Robin 
Harper, Ian Howell, lain Allan, 
Alan Walker, Chris Watts, Mark 
Savage and Phil Snyder. 
Perhaps the best discovery is 
Howell 's and Allan 's Zebra Wall 
(700ft., HVS, A2). 
Other Crags 
The 1,000ft. main face of 
Nzaui, a long-standing problem, 
has been climbed by Ian Howell 
and lain Allan with a route 
entitled Kingdom Come (XS). 
They also put up The Mandarin 
(750ft., HVS) which takes a 
steep crack line on the same face. 
There has been activity on a 
crag called Soitpus - 100 miles 
south of Nairobi. On a recent 
visit, Howell and Allan added 
Giant (700ft., VS). 
Correspondent: lain Allan 

NEW ZEALAND 

The close of the 1972 winter 
season was marked by an ascent 
of the left-hand couloir on the 
South Face of Douglas by Steve 
Dawson, Rick Harrison, Ted 
Pearson and Stu Allan . This was 
the route's first winter ascent. 

The 1972/73 summer season 
was heralded by a brilliant series 
of climbs on the part of Bill 
Denz. With Ian Ross, he made 
first ascents on the North and 
South Faces of Douglas. The 
latter climb followed the Denz/ 
Timms Route up the right-hand 
couloir, but added a new direct 
finish up very steep ice. Denz 
then made the second ascent of 
the South Face of Cook, adding 
a direct start up a forbidding 
looking gully. Later in the season 

a huge avalanche stripped the 
face of ice and buried two 
climbers who were preparing to 
bivouac high on the opposite 
side of the Noeline Glacier. 
Luckily one was able to 
extricate himself and fetch help ; 
his companion was eventually 
rescued after being buried for 
twelve hours. 
Denz's most remarkable climb 
was the solo ascent of a new 
route on the Caroline Face. 
Following the Original Route to 
the large shelf, Denz then took a 
direct line up ice gullies to gain 
the lower peak of Cook. This 
climb was completed in only 
nine hours. 
These climbs were made in mid 
November. In December, Denz, 
Pete Gough, and a Swiss 
climber, Etienne Kummer, made 
a new route on the 2,000ft. 
South Face of Hicks. The climb 
proved problematic. Hampered 
by a storm, breakages in their 
Chouinard gear, thin ice over 
rock, and toiletry disposal 
problems during the bivouac 
(Denz taking the brunt), the trio 
eventually emerged from the 
face, after one-and-a-half days, 
with only one complete set of 
gear. Their route took a line 
between the two rock 
buttresses and is probably one 
of the hardest ice climbs yet 
made in the Mount Cook region. 
The climb was later repeated by 
Brian Pooley and John Stanton 
and then by Harris, Timms, 
Jolly and Sanblon. 
Two other routes were also 
added to this face: the right-hand 
buttress was climbed by 
Graeme Dingle and Noel 
Sissons, while further to the right 
another line was climbed on ice 
by Mike Browne and Keith 
Woodford. 
On Mt. Tasman, Maurice Conway 
and Wayne Mcllwraithe made 
the first ascent of the North-
West Face, during a traverse 
from the West Coast Pioneer Hut 
to the Plateaux Hut. Second 
ascents were made of the 
Balfour Face and the nearby 
Balfour Rib, by Pete Gough and 
Ian Ross, and Ian Whitehouse 
and Doug Warren, respectively ; 
the Balfour Rib ascent was the 
first for thirteen years. 
The rocky, 2,000ft. North -West 
Face of Dilemma was climbed by 
Gough and Brian Carter and the 
nearby West Face of Unicorn 
was climbed by Australians 
Geoff and Alan Gledhill. 
The South Face of Haast had a 
first ascent by Doug Warren, 
Colin Dodge and Mike Andrews, 
further reducing the remaining 
face climbs in the area. 
On Elie de Beaumont, Stanton, 
Pooley, Robert Rainsbury and 



Australians concentrate increasingly on hard, pure free-climbing. 
Unexceptional Greenland season with Mestersvig closed to climbers. 

John Visser made a new route 
up the rock rib in the centre of 
the Spenser Face, on the west 
side. The finish was 250ft. of 
steep ice. Two other lines had 
previously been climbed on the 
left of this face. 
Further afield, the Ashburton 
Face of Arrowsmith had a 
second ascent by Murray Cullen, 
John Entwhistle and John 
Morris. The trio climbed the 
route in darkness, before the 
face became 'active'. 
South of the Mt. Cook region 
the South Face of Rob Roy was 
climbed by a very direct line by 
Bob Cunningham, Pete Glasson 
and Limbo Thompson. In the 
Milford area the South Ridge of 
Grave was climbed for the first 
time by Conway Powell, Kevin 
Helm, B. Scott and R. Price. 
Another climb of interest was 
Paddy Freany's and Alan Gill's 
seven-day work-out on the 
1,000ft. rock face beside the 
Punchbowl Falls above Arthur's 
Pass. Very loose rock proved a 

AUSTRALIA 

Hard free-climbing 
Echoing the prevailing mood in 
America and the U.K., 
Australian climbers have been 
preoccupied with hard free
climbing during the past year, 
and a number of top-grade 
routes have been produced. 
(N.B. Australian grade 19 would 
normally match American grade 
5.9 or British XS, 5b.) 
John Ewbank's The Janicepts 
(21) was established in 1966, 
but this ferocious climb 
remained an isolated event, 
somewhat ahead of its time. 
Ewbank also made the first 
ascent of some grade 20's 
during this period - all in the 
Blue Mountains. Only recently 
have more climbs of grade 20 
and above started to appear. 

Routes put up in the mid 'sixties 

problem, and on the final climb 
three ropes were destroyed. 
Although it turned out to be a 
box office success for spectators, 
the climb is unlikely to receive 
frequent repeats. 
Erratic weather frustrated the 
ambitions of many climbers 
during the season, but new routes 
nevertheless continued to appear 
at a fast rate. In fact, recent 
progress has been so rapid that 
climbs like the South Face of 
Douglas and the Caroline Face 
of Cook now get regular ascents. 
Three years ago these were 
considered 'Last Great 
Problems', whereas now they 
are rapidly becoming trade 
routes. How long the present 
spate of exploration can continue 
before the good lines are all 
climbed is debatable. At 
present, climbs are falling rapidly 
and the time for fillers-in and 
minor variations may not be too 
far ahead. 
Correspondents: Edwards and 
Baxter 

The climbers performing at this 
standard were few : Bryden 
Allen repeated many of 
Ewbank's hardest routes, and 
Rick White started to introduce 
grade 20's to Frog Buttress. In 
1972 two grade 22's were made: 
Rick White's Valhalla and 
Bryden Allen's free ascent of 
The Kraken. These events were 
accompanied by a steady flow 
of routes of grade 20 and above, 
as is shown in the alphabetical 
list below. Certain complications 
have crept in here however as 
some Victorian climbers believe 
that in general their routes are 
undergraded in relation to those 
entered on this list. They feel 
that several of their Grade 19's 
merit entry. 

Correspondents: White and 
Baxter 

Gemini 20 John Ewbank Blue Mtns 1966 
Hercules 20 John Ewbank Pde. Rock 1967 
Janicepts 21 John Ewbank Blue Mtns 1966 
Jormungan 20 John Ewbank Blue Mtns 1967 
King Kong 20 John Ewbank Blue Mtns 1967 
L/ Wall of Citadel 20 John Ewbank Blue Mtns 1967 
Masterpiece 20 John Ewbank Blue Mtns 1967 
Minatour 20 John Ewbank Blue Mtns 1966 
Spider 20 John Ewbank Blue Mtns 1967 

Recent routes 
Conquistador 21 Rick White Frog Buttress 1972 
Clockwork Orange 20 Bell and Lassman Blue Mtns 1972 
Oeliverance 20 Rick White Frog Buttress 1972 
End of the World 20 Bell and Lassman Blue Mtns 1972 
Erg 20 Rick White Frog Buttress 1970 
Frumious Bandersnatch 20 Keith Lockwood Grampians 1972 
Infinity 20 Rick White Frog Buttress 1970 
Kraken 22 Bryden Allan Blue Mins 1972 
Last Grain Race 20 Chris Dewhirst Grampians 1973 
Lonely Sea 20 Chris Dewhirst Grampians 1973 
Liquidator 20 Roland Pauligk Grampians 1972 
Odin 20 Rick White Frog Buttress 1972 
Sidewinder 20 Bell and Lassman Blue Mins 1972 
Thruxton 20 Bryden Allan Blue Mtns 1972 
Valhalla 22 Rick White Mt. Maroon 1972 

GREENLAND 

1972 SEASON 

West Coast 
In 1934, Martin Lindsay, Andrew 
Croft and Daniel Godfrey made 
a 1,100 mile traverse of the 
Inland Ice, from Jakobshavn to 
Angmagssalik, which still ranks 
as one of the longest unsupported 
dog sledge journeys ever made. 
Thirty-eight years later, in the 
summer of 1972, Lindsay (now 
Sir Martin Lindsay, sometime MP 
for Solihull) returned to the west 
coast with Quintin Riley, his 
companion on Gino Watkins's 
expeditions of 1930 and 1932. 
Travelling by boat and 
helicopter, they must have been 
stunned to see the results of 
nearly forty years of so-called 
progress in this remote area, 
particularly in view of the fact 
that they had known it at a time 
when civilization had barely 
begun to intrude and when the 
only means of transport and 
communication were so much 
more primitive than those in 
general use today. 
Elsewhere on the west coast, in 
the Kap Farvel area, an 
expedition under the leadership 
of Roger Smith, made a number 
of first ascents of peaks up to 
7,000ft. The party's base camp 
was on the south side of Sondre 
'Sermilik. Some of the peaks 
climbed were around the head of 
Lindenows Fjord, which entailed 
crossing a small spur of the 
Inland Ice. 
In the same fjord, but on the 
north shore, a Leicester 
Polytechnic expedition carried 
out a programme of scientific 
work and made ascents of a 
number of peaks around the 
Kugssuatsiaq valley. 
Both expeditions enjoyed good 
weather and they serve to 
illustrate the sort of success 
that modest parties can expect 
to enjoy in this relatively 
inaccessible area of peaks 
(some of which rise to 9,000ft). 
The Leicester party was dismayed 
to find a large quantity of 
rubbish left on the shore of 
Sondre Sermilik by the Tiroler 
Gronland Expedition 1971. 
Whilst there is a maxim that in 
the Arctic nothing is destroyed 
since it might be of value to 
future travellers, it is also 
assumed that in order to be of 
any value the material should be 
neatly cached; in the present 
case, the distribution of a large 
number of empty tins over the face 
of a scree slope scarcely fulfils 
these conditions. It is 
unfortunate that among those 
mountaineers privileged to visit 
this unspoiled area there are 
some who would initiate its 

destruction in this way. 
Further north, at Sondre 
Stromfjord, a two-man party 
from the American Greenland 
Expedition began the ascent of 
the Russell Glacier, intending 
to cross the Inland Ice to the 
Mt. Morel area and link up with 
the remainder of the expedition 
who had approached the area 
from the east coast. The pair 
returned to Sondre Stromfjord 
in early July, having made only 
30 miles progress in thirty days 
on the very heavily crevassed 
Russell Glacier. The decision 
to retreat was probably made 
for logistical reasons, as 30 miles 
would have taken the party 
beyond the major crevasse 
difficulties. By comparison, in 
1971, a 600 mile ice-cap journey 
was completed in 53 days; the 
disparity in rates of progress 
between this and the trip 
mentioned above indicates that 
in the latter case either the 
ascent route was unwisely 
chosen, and the equipment used 
inadequate, or the size of the 
party (2) was insufficient to 
deal with the terrain encountered. 
The three-man east coast party 
from the same expedition, 
despite similarly slow progress, 
reached the Kristians Glacier, 
south of Mt. Forel, and made a 
number of ascents in the area as 
well as an abortive attempt on 
Point 3090m., one of the 
highest unclimbed peaks 
remaining in this area. 
Using the experience gained on 
these two trips, the expedition 
plans to return this spring to 
make a man-hauled traverse of 
the Inland Ice from 
Angmagssalik to Christianshaab. 
Angmagssalik Area 
North of Angmagssalik, an 
enterprising party from 
Westminster School established 
themselves at Skaergardshalvo 
near the mouth of 
Kangerdlugssuaq, normally a 
difficult place to approach due 
to heavy coastal pack ice. From 
here they carried out a 
programme of ecological and 
glaciological investigations; 
they also made a journey inland 
to climb Mitivagtat, a peak 
previously sighted and named 
by the Wagers in 1932. 
Angmagssalik itself was virtually 
besieged by small parties of 
mountaineers during the summer ; 
perhaps a portent of things to 
come now that the airstrip at 
Mestersvig, the normal jumping
off point for the Staunings 
Alps, has been closed. 
To add to the crowds, the 
ubiquitous Minitrek have now 
turned their attentions away 
from the hotter corners of the 
earth's surface; under Mike 
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Information 

Major developments continue on sea cliffs of South- West England. 

Below: The Apostelans Tomme/finger in South Greenland. 
The highest summit is the one capped with snow on the left. 

Below: Pat Littlejohn on The Haystack (XS) at Avon Gorge. This route 
is said to be one of the best recent discoveries in South- West 
England, and its companion, Yellow Edge, is reputed to be even better. 
Photo: Frank Cannings 
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Banks's leadership, a party of 
ten people received a three
week introduction to the 
"wonders of spring sledging in 
the Arctic" in the Angmagssalik 
area, a privilege for which 
they paid £350 apiece. 
Whilst the Greenlanders will no 
doubt make the most of the 
temporary injection of cash 
provided by such commercial 
ventures, one hopes that other 
parties of less financial stature 
will not be at a disadvantage 
in comparison to conspicuously 
affluent commercially organized 
groups. Unfortunately, this has 
already happened on the west 
coast in the wake of the big 
Italian expeditions, but it is to be 
hoped that some more controlled 
way of bolstering the falling 
economy of the east coast can 
be found. 
Other Arctic Areas 
A Naval expedition to Ellesmere 
Island, under the leadership of 
Angus Erskine, spent six weeks 
ski-mountaineering between 
Yelverton Bay and Milne Fjord. 
This previously unvisited area 
has now been imaginatively 
named ' Navy Mountains'! 
Further west, on Axel Heiberg 
Island, an Army expedition 
indulged in a veritable orgy of 
first ascents of peaks up to 
7,000ft. Besides completing a 
limited scientific programme, 
they claim to have baked bread 
further north than the Army has 
ever done before ! 
Correction 
In Mountain 20, reference was 
made to the French expedition 
which was evacuated from the 
Lindenows Fjord area. It has 
now been pointed out that 
three ascents were in fact made 
in the area. These consisted of 
the main summit of the Dent 
Blanche du Trident (7,836ft) 
the peak between the 
Apostelans Tomme/finger and 
the Trident (7, 183ft.), and the 
east ridge and summit of the 
Apostelans Tomme/finger. 
Correspondent: Derek Fordham 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Shetlands 
John Kingston, Mo Anthoine and 
Ian McNaught-Davis have put 
up the first route on The Kame -
a 1,200ft. sea cliff on the west 
side of the island of Foula. Said 
to be the biggest sea cliff in 
Britain, The Kame has a 
triangular, gable shape, and 
assumes its greatest height at 
the apex. 
Heavy seas prevented the trio 
from carrying out their original 

plan to approach the climb by 
boat. Instead, they descended 
the north side of the cliff by three 
long abseils, to reach a grass 
terrace 400ft. above the sea . 
They then climbed a series of 
grooves and cracks to the top of 
an obvious pinnacle, where a 
traverse led towards the centre 
of the crag . Further pitches and 
traverses gave them a route of 
800ft. at a pleasant VS 
standard, finishing abruptly 
just to the north of the crag's 
apex. The climbing was a little 
vegetated, but on good quality 
sandstone throughout. Other 
lines are possible. 

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND 

Avon Gorge 
A new HVS route, Desecrator, has 
been put up by Mick Putnam, 
Pete Hicks and Phil Tadd. 
Starting up The Bilk, it goes into 
the cave and then breaks out 
and follows a crack directly 
above the roof. The climb was 
first noted by Tony Willmott, 
and is said to be very worthwhile. 
Also good and very hard is The 
Haystack, which was recently 
repeated by Pat Littlejohn and 
Frank Cannings. They described 
the route as one of the finest 
in the South-West - and they 
should know; they said, however 
that Gloag's adjoining Yellow 
Edge looks even better and 
harder. The pair also climbed 
the Krapp's Last Tape / Think Pink 
combination, with similar 
commendations. 
On the Sea Walls, Putnam and 
Hicks climbed the obvious 
yellow corner above Thanatos, 
producing Serenity Crack (HVS). 
Further along, the New Quarry 
was girdled by Hicks and Dave 
Hermelin, who described the 
300ft. XS climb as serious and 
unprotected. 
On the Main Wall, Hicks and 
Putnam added Ace High (HVS) 
up a groove to the right of House 
of Cards. The slanting main 
overhang of the crag (that 
taken by Malwhatsit) was 
followed from bottom left to top 
right by Hermelin and Keith 
Derrick, producing Blue Horizon . 
In the Amphitheatre, Hicks and 
Mark Hutchinson discovered a 
very good route up the wall 30ft. 
to the right of Incisor 
(Enormous Dwarf: HVS), while 
on Suspension Bridge Buttress, 
Little Mutt (HVS) was added to 
the buttress rig ht of Fa/las by 
Nat Nicholas and Carol Thomas. 
Lundy 
During a week's visit in 
September, three major routes 
were climbed by Pat Littlejohn, 
Graham Gilbert and Bob 
Moulton. On the impressive cliff 
behind the Devil's Chimney, they 



Two die after slip on classic VS. 

climbed an intricate line in 
magnificent surroundings 
( Overlord: 360ft., HVS). Just 
to the north of this is a deep 
zawn, where a striking line of 
rightward-slanting grooves 
yielded yet another quality 
route of great difficulty 
(Antiwor!ds: 245ft., XS) . In the 
cove to the south of Montagu 
Buttress, a rather enigmatic 
cliff called Weird Wall gave 
rise to Wodwo (270ft., HVS), 
which follows the slabby 
central groove. 
In addition to these climbs, 
three smaller lines were worked 
out on the buttresses to the 
north of the Old Light cliffs. 
Berry Head 
The Quaker (240ft., XS) 
eliminates one of the last 
possibilities on The Old Redoubt. 
Climbed by Littlejohn and Steve 
Jones, its main pitch takes the 
walls and overhangs between 
Hood and Dreadnought. 
Cornwall 
Discoveries are still being made 
on the North Coast. Carn Gow/a, 
near St. Agnes, is the most 
promising . The cliff is about a 
mile long, varying in height 
between 100ft. and 250ft.; the 
rock is similar to that of 
Anglesey's South Stack cliffs. 
All the new crags will be 
covered in a new Cornwall 
guide, which is soon to be 
published . 
In West Penwith, the awesome 
cleft of Zawn Duel has yielded a 
route that is certainly the 
greatest greenstone experience 
yet: The Adversary (21 Oft., XS) 
follows a sinuous groove on the 
jet-black, north-west facing wall. 
Finally, at Land's End, Ed 
Grindley, Gordon Higginson and 
Ian Roper added two short 
routes on the steep wall between 
Oliver Twist and Johnstone's 
Route: Backlash (1 00ft., HVS) 
takes the deep groove 20ft. to 
the left of Oliver Twist, and then 
breaks left to follow a line of 
cracks on the wall to the right of 
Johnstone's Route; Black Power 
(1 00ft., XS) follows a steep 
crack just to the right of 
Backlash. 
Accident at Bosigran 
Further information has now 
been received about the accident 
on Bosigran, reported briefly in 
Mountain 25. The three climbers, 
Peter and Tom Openshaw and 
Pete Godsell, were relatively 
inexperienced, having only led 
up to Severe standard for a 
short time. They embarked on 
Autumn Flakes (S), but in the 
rather complicated area at 
mid -height they lost the route 
and strayed on to Nameless (VS). 
All three gathered on the small 
ledge below the notorious final 

pitch of Nameless. Here there 
was two in -situ pitons. Tom 
Openshaw, unaware of the 
standard of the pitch, led on. 
Reaching the crux groove, which 
was wet, he tried five times to 
climb it and eventually gave up. 
Belaying to a wire / nut sling, he 
brought up Godsell (the second 
man and the most experienced 
member of the party) . Godsell 
led through, but slipped on the 
wet rock, plucking Tom 
Openshaw from his stance 
(waist belay); both climbers fell 
the full height of the cliff . 
Pete Openshaw had merely been 
paying out the second rope to 
Godsell, while his brother belayed 
him on the other rope. Thus 
Godsell only came tight on the 
rope to the third man when he 
hit the path and continued down 
the hillside a little . Tom 
Openshaw continued to fall 
down the hillside and into the 
sea . After a few minutes the 
heavy swell caused the rope to 
fray and break and his body was 
swept away. Godsell died on 
impact. Pete Openshaw was left 
hanging on a dangerously 
wilting peg until rescue arrived 
some time later. 
The accident was therefore the 
result of an initial route-finding 
error, coupled with an 
ineffective belay anchor. The 
final pitch of Nameless has 
gained a reputation for being 
tricky (particularly when not in 
perfect condition), and climbers 
should pay extra heed to their 
belays at this point. Furthermore, 
the guidebook's advice that it 
forms a suitable Mild VS finish 
to Autumn Flakes (though not 
influencing this accident) could 
clearly lead inexperienced 
climbers into difficulties. 
Correspondents: Kingston, Hicks, 
Cannings, Littlejohn and 
Openshaw 

STOP PRESS 

Accident on the Matterhorn 
British climbers, Bob Ainley and 
Pete Brook, were killed on the 
Matterhorn in February. The pair 
had made a three day winter 
ascent of the North Face and had 
spent a further two days resting in 
the Solvay Refuge during their 
descent of the Hornli Ridge. They 
appear to have been avalanched 
off from a point just below the 
refuge when they resumed their 
descent. Ainley and Brook were 
two of Britains more experienced 
alpinists having completed a 
number of difficult alpine climbs 
over the past few years. 

Correspondent: Mick Burke 

SAFETY LAST? Comment by Ian McNaught-Davis 

It seems to me that climbing is about creating a situation of risk and 
allowing this to escalate in a controlled way until either your 
physical resources or your nerves give out. If we accept that climbing 
is about risk -taking, and that the function of most equipment is to 
enable increasingly difficult climbs to be undertaken, rather than to 
reduce the element of absolute risk, where does safety come in? 

Four main groups of people concern themselves with, or influence, 
attitudes towards safety. They are the mountain centre instructors, 
the rescue organization enthusiasts, the equipment moguls and the 
gear testers. All four groups mainly comprise climbers who have 
moved out of the front line into low-risk activities. 

The instructor is in a difficult position . He really has to convince 
the poor parents that climbing done the right way - and his is the 
right way - is a risk-free sport. You can hardly expect him to say : 
" Get your mother's washing line (Joe B. did) , an old sports jacket 
(as worn on Everest in the Good Old Days) and some cheap 
plimsolls (as worn by Whillans in 1950) , and then go out in the rain 
and get gripped . This sport is about risk and you might as well learn 
the same way as yesterday's tigers did". Oh no. These establishments 
have been set up to broaden character, not to extinguish it, and if 
little Willie so much as stubs his toe on the path all hell will be let 
loose. So they teach them to obey the rules and above all not to take 
a risk. But what sort of climber does this produce? Are the 
Boningtons of tomorrow being drilled not to take any risks? And 
without risk where does all the fun come from? 

Of course the mountain rescue man is beyond criticism. What a 
selfless fellow he is: he doesn't take risks for the fun of it, but only 
to save another man's life. To judge from some of the statements 
made in coroners' courts, he sees the accident as a consequence of 
the victim's folly and rationalizes it in a practical sense: "Smooth
soled boots, no ice-axe, inexperienced, and anyway he shouldn't 
have been climbing in that weather." So why was he? 

The rescue man knows more about mountain safety than anyone 
else: he knows how to rescue climbers from the most impossible 
situations and how to make succinct statements to the press and to 
coroners' courts. In fact, he knows so much about it that he avoids 
taking any risks at all. When he eventually gets into the lead, the 
runners behind him lie like a line of white feathers as tokens to his 
safety consciousness. 

The equipment seller plays a more dubious role. I love the advertisement 
that shows some climber leaving an equipment shop to step out into 
the streets of Newcastle fully equipped with duvet, crash -hat, sac, 
crampons, hammer, rope, pegs, and even a snow dead man : the 
equipment mogul's dream customer. I like to think that he only 
dropped in for a compass to do a walk across some sunny moor and 
left equipped for the Eiger. These are the enemies of the washing-line 
and Woolworth rubbers school : 

"Don't forget that your life may depend on it - so nothing but the 
best. This is our latest platinum piton ; it comes to you in perfect 
condition in a presentation plastic case. Only £99 (or 199.9) , 
but as you're a member of the Y.H .A. / Boy Scouts/ American Alpine 
Club/ Neasden Bird-Watching Society, we' ll give you 2% off." 

I'd always suspected that the equipment testors were in league with 
the moguls, but this just isn't true. You can now use a nylon rope for 
more than one climb, with reasonable security ; but beware of nasty 
cheap karabiners or pegs - use only nice expensive chrome-moly 
jobs. If you don't, you will die a horrible death, instantly. I have never 
really been interested in gear, believing that there are many 
advantages in keeping it to a minimum. Firstly, there is less to go 
wrong ; secondly, you can afford the best, which usually (though not 
always) means the most expensive ; and, finally, it reduces those 
mysterious equipment losses that seem to occur even when you are 
climbing with your best friend (who is known to have built an 
extension on his home to store his karabiner collection). 

So there we have it. The instructors say: " Follow my rules and you ' ll 
be safe; break them and you are going to have an accident." Indeed, 
but if this were the norm the sport would long ago have foundered in 
boredom or been so set around with regulations, as in Russia, that 
its essence of freedom would have been destroyed. 
The rescuers say : "It was your fault, you damned fool. " 
"True. But I was only thrusting my climbing limit to a new level, and 
I know now that I can 't get up a 100ft. wall on Band-Aids (anyway 
I've decided they're unethical)." 
"You should have bought them from me," says the equipment mogul. 
"Our new ones are fantastic - British Standards - and you get 1 % off 
if you come back." 
" I've tested them," says the scientist, " and they stick like shit to a 
blanket, but only in humid climates." 

I've just realized how the problem has been solved in Europe. The 
ultimate experts, the Alpine Guides, never have accidents. If they die 
in the mountains in France, it is put down to a 'crise cardiaque'; in 
Switzerland they are invariably struck by lightning. But even that 
wouldn't satisfy the English coroner: "He shouldn't have gone out in 
such bad weather. We've banned accidents in our hills." 
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Alessandro Gogna discusses the history of climbing on a great alpine mountain. 
Between the Col des Grandes Jorasses and the Col des 
Hirondelles there rises the mass of the Grandes Jorasses, 
perhaps the finest mountain in the Mont Blanc chain. In 
reality it is more than a mountain - it is a range of summits, 
six in all: Pointe Young (13,11 Oft.), Pointe Marguerit& 
(13,336ft), Pointe Helene (13,261ft), Pointe Croz 
(13,477ft), Pointe Whymper (13,726ft.) and Pointe Walker, 
the highest, at 13,806ft. These six summits have a unique 
feature in common, the north face, which drops 3,500ft. 
to the Leschaux Glacier and fully justifies its description as 
the most formidable granite wall in the entire Alps. 
This mighty single bastion of the Jorasses stretches from 
the Hirondelles Ridge, with the col of the same name, 
eastwards to the west ridge of Pointe Young, at the foot of 
which is the Col des Grandes Jorasses. To the south, the 
structure is more complex. Broadly speaking two separate 
faces stand out, the south-west and south faces, ending on 
the summits of Pointes Whymper and Walker respectively. 
The 4,000ft. south face stretches from the Tronchey Ridge 
to the Pra Sec Ridge, while the south-west face reaches 
across to the Tour des Jorasses and the Grandes Jorasses 
Glacier, the line of the normal ascent route. Other fine walls 
occur on the south faces of Pointes Young, Marguerite, 
Helene and Croz, which rise about 2,000ft. from the 
Grandes Jorasses Glacier. 
Finally, there is the east face of Pointe Walker, a 2,500ft. 
wall overlooking the Frebouze Glacier. 
Early History 
In 1865, only three weeks before his ascent of the 
Matterhorn, Edward Whymper became the first man to 
reach one of the summits of the Grandes Jorasses. This was 
a notable addition to his brilliant list of first ascents, which 
included the Pelvoux, the Pointes des Ecrins, the Aiguille 
de Trelatete, the Aiguille Verte, the Argentiere and 
Mont Dolent. 
The successful party, comprising Whymper, Michel Croz, 
Christian Almer and Franz Biner, set out from Courmayeur at 
1.35 a.m. on June 24th, 1865. At 4.35 they set foot on the 
rognon where the Boccalatte Hut stands today, and reached 
its upper end in an hour. At 8.00 they embarked on the 
band of seracs below the Rocher du Reposoir and 
surmounted them, not without some difficulty. The second 
'Rocher', which now bears the name of the English 
mountaineer, was then reached and led the party straight 
to the second highest peak of the mountain which they 
gained at 1 .00 p.m. At 8.45 p.m. they were back in 
Courmayeur. 
The honour of the first ascent of the highest point went to 
Horace Walker, 12th president of the Alpine Club, who was 
already well known for his ascent of the Old Brenva route 
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on Mont Blanc with Moore in 1865. On June 30th, 1868, 
with Melchior Anderegg, Johann Juan and Julian Grange, 
he reached the highest summit, again from the south, by 
what is now considered the ordinary route. 
On August 22nd, 1898, the Duke of Abruzzi, with Joseph 
Petigaz, Laurent Croux and Felix Oilier, reached the summits 
of Pointes Margureite and Helene. Leaving Courmayeur at 
1.0 a.m., they followed the normal route to the summit of 
the Rocher du Reposoir. They then veered left and started 
up rotten rocks leading to the shoulder west of the glacier 
descending from Pointe Whymper. At 10.15 they set foot on 
the Frontier Ridge, and at 1.0 p.m. reached the summit, 
which the Duke christened Marguerite after his Lady. On 
the way back he crossed a minor summit on the ridge, and 
called it Helene in honour of the Duchess of Aosta. The 
party completed the traverse of the Frontier Ridge in just 
over an hour; at 5.45 p.m. they reached the Boccalatte Hut, 
and at 9.30 p.m. re-entered Courmayeur. 
On June 18th, 1904, V. J. E. Ryan, with Franz and Joseph 
Lochmatter, reached the summit of Pointe Young for the 
first time during an attempt on the traverse of the whole 
west ridge. 
Only one summit remained: the Pointe Croz, which has 
perhaps greater significance as the culminating point of the 
more westerly of the two north-face spurs than as a summit 
in its own right. Its first ascent probably took place on 
August 24th, 1909, when it was climbed by Miss E. 
Hasenclever, W. Klemm, F. Konig and R. Weitzenboch. 
Also in 1909, F. J. Gassner and Hans Pfann climbed the 
south-west face between the Tour des Jorasses and the 
Pra Sec Ridge. Their route is of little more than historic 
interest, but it bears recording as being the first genuine 
face route to be put up on the Grandes Jorasses. 
In 1923, Francesco Ravelli, Guido Alberto Rivetti and 
Evariste Croux reached the summit of the mountain, by 
way of the imposing Pra Sec Ridge, with one bivouac. It 
was only in 1964, however, that the complete traverse of 
this ridge, including the three separate Aiguilles de Pra Sec, 
was accomplished; the climb was made by Ottavio 
Bastrenta and Corradino Rabbi, with one bivouac. These 
two routes on the same ridge epitomize the development of 
mountaineering in the twentieth century - an original route 
being followed by the same line done in the purest, most 
direct and most difficult manner. 
To the east, the imposing bulk of the Jorasses terminates 
abruptly in a steep ridge that drops sharply from the summit 
of Pointe Walker to the Col des Hirondelles, nearly 2,500ft. 
below. With all the summits of the mountain climbed, 
attention naturally turned to this impressive ridge as the 
next most tempting yet feasible objective. It was in order to 





consider the problem that Geoffrey Winthrop Young and 
H. 0. Jones, with their guides Joseph Knubel and Laurent 
Croux, descended the ridge in 1911. They noted that the 
most difficult section was a short overhanging wall above a 
U-shaped gap near the bottom of the ridge. 

Their assessment proved correct : in succeeding years, more 
than thirty attempts failed , most because of an inability to 
surmount this obstacle. It was not until 1927 that the 
Hirondelles Ridge was eventually climbed . A strong team of 
Italian climbers - Gustavo Gaja, Sergio Matteoda, Francesco 
Ravelli and Guido Rivetti , with their guides Adolphe Rey and 
Alphonse Chenoz - made the successful ascent on 
August 10th, 1927. Rey and Chenoz had reconnoitred the 
route about a week earlier, a standard practice for guides 
before they attempted difficult routes with clients. During 
this preliminary attempt, Rey managed to climb the 
overhanging wall. The guides selected a crack, later known 
as the 'Fissure Rey', a few feet to the left of the crest of the 
ridge. Chenoz belayed halfway up the crack, lashed to a 
piton ; Rey climbed on to his shoulders and, with the aid of 
two further pitons, overcame the difficult section. This was 
a remarkable piece of climbing for the period, and the pitch 
was considered to be grade 6 for many years afterwards. 

The climb itself marked a significant step forward in 
standards in the Western Alps. The first ascent, however, 
was surrounded in controversy, for it was thought that Rey 
and Chenoz had prepared the route by descending from the 
summit and leaving a fixed rope on the difficult pitch . Only 
after the second ascent, by Pierre Allain, Charignon and 
Leininger in 1935, when the original pitons were 
discovered, was the true manner of the first ascent revealed. 

So it was that the Jorasses was again the scene of a break
through. The ascent of the Hirondelles was certainly an 
outstanding climb, all the more remarkable for being made 
in nailed boots with the party overcoming pitches that are 
still graded 5 sup. today. 
In 1928 it was the turn of the rather more difficult Tronchey 
Ridge which, like the Hirondelles Ridge, falls 2,500ft. from 
the summit of Pointe Walker, on the south -east side of the 
mountain . In that year, the ridge had an indirect ascent by 
the American climber Rand Herron, with Evariste and Eliseo 
Croux. The party climbed the lower section of the route, but 
had to turn the top section by a detour on to the south face. 
The complete ridge was eventually climbed in 1936 by 
Titta Gilberti and Eliseo Croux, but by then the dramas 
being enacted on the north face rendered this achievement 
of secondary importance. 
The North Face 
At this time, attention was focused on the outstanding 
objective on the mountain, the impressive north face. How 
could this magnificent wall be climbed? It seemed the 
epitome of difficult alpine problems. Manifestly hard spurs 
of rock are separated by steep bays of mixed ground and 
ice slopes, natural chutes for avalanches of ice and rock. 
The two obvious spurs that fall from the Pointes Walker 
and Croz, and the Central Couloir in between, appeared the 
most feasible possibilities. Joseph Knubel and Geoffrey 
Winthrop Young attempted the Croz Spur as early as 1907, 
but only made a short distance before retreating . In 1928, 
the Walker Spur had its first genuine attempt, when Rand 
Herron, Paldo Gasparotto, Piero Zanetti , Armand Charlet 
and Evariste Croux reached the parallel diedres, the highest 
point possible without using pitons. 
By the 'thirties, the north face had already become one of 
the prizes most sought after by leading European climbers. 
In 1931 various German climbers tried their luck. Anderl 
Heckmair and Gustav Kroner climbed about 300ft. up the 
Central Couloir before retreating. Brehm and Rittler, who 
were friends of Heckmair's, were not so lucky. They 
attempted a line on the right of the Central Couloir but were 
found dead at the foot of the face a w'eek later by Heckmai r 
and Kroner, who were making another attempt. The ill-fated 
pair were probably killed by an avalanche or stonefall ; their 
deaths served as a signal that future attempts would be 
safer on the spurs than in the couloir area itself. 
By now the face was proving an attraction to some of the 
most talented climbers of the day. Attempts were made in 
1931 by the Schmid brothers, Welzenbach and Steinauer, 
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and in 1932 by Boccalatte, Chabod, Carrel , Cretier, 
Benedetti , Binel and Maquignaz. None of these climbers 
gained much height, failing either on the lower rocks of the 
Walker Spur or at the first barrier of rocks in the Central Coulior. 

A fresh approach was needed and in 1933 Guisto 
Gervasutti and Piero Zanetti attempted the Croz Spur, 
reaching the first tower before bad weather forced a retreat. 
Nobody has managed to convey the awesome psychological 
and technical difficulties and dangers of the face better than 
Gervasutti : 

"When everything was ready I started work with my axe. 
I had already covered about thirty yards when the 
familiar whistle of a stone made me look round and 
scrutinize the upper part of the wall to see where the 
danger came from . The stone hit a rock about three 
hundred feet above me and then shot out into space. 
But unfortunately it had hit a block about the size of a 
table which was lying in precarious balance just at the 
upper end of the funnel in which I was placed. Slowly 
the block heeled over and began to slide down, bringing 
with it a host of satellites of smaller dimensions. My 
head was exactly in the line of fire. For a split second I 
thought of letting myself slide down the slope and then 
swinging out of range, but this solution was discarded 
as soon as thought of, for the jerk of the rope after 
swinging a hundred feet would have pulled Zanetti off, 
since he was only able to belay me over his shoulder. 
I saw the block gather speed and start to bounce down 
the slope. I flattened myself as best I could against the 
ice with my arms crossed above my head in an 
instinctive attitude of defence. The avalanche passed by 
with a blast of air, miraculously leaving me untouched 
beneath a shower of earth and pebbles .. . 
But, as I have noticed on other occasions, in a difficult 
situation my reactions are perfectly lucid : I become 
completely detached and can move with increased 
safety. Automatically I clenched my teeth and began 
cutting steps again . Only after I had reached the rocks 
twenty yards away, and belayed myself to a solid spike, 
did the nervous reaction set in, and for several minutes I 
endured a violent fit of trembling." 

Later they were caught in a storm: 
"Before us lay the central portion of the wall and its 
great couloir, looking quite fantastic in the storm . The 
whole face had come to life ; snow hissed ceaselessly 
down the avalanche furrows, and with each clap of 
thunder showers of stones raked the lower part of the 
wall like machine-gun fire .. . To go down meant taking 
a fifty-fifty chance with the falling stones. It might have 
been more prudent to wait until nightfall, when the 
cold, which freezes everything up and holds it in check, 
would put an end to this barrage. But after all , if the 
snow continued, should we be able to get down at all?" 

In July 1934, Armand Charlet and Robert Greloz attempted 
the Gervasutti/Zanetti line. They found a way over the first 
and second towers and managed to get to a point around 
11 ,800ft. , before Charlet was turned back by a blank wall 
which he could not surmount in his nailed boots without 
pitons. Not long afterwards, on July 30th, the major assault 
took place. Leading the field were Rudolf Peters and Peter 
Haringer, with Armand Charlet and Ferdinand Belin, Renato 
Chabod and Guisto Gervasutti , and three other Austrians 
all behind the leaders. Only the first pair proceeded for any 
distance. In spite of poor conditions, they overcame the 
crucial section leading from the middle to the upper 
snowfield, and bivouacked on the rocks above the latter. 
The following day bad weather forced a retreat: Haringer 
fell to his death during the descent, but Peters survived and 
reached the glacier on August 2nd, after spending four days 
on the face. This superhuman effort assured him of the 
victory he deserved ; it was gained, with Martin Meier, on 
June 28th and 29th, 1935. 
On this occasion, Peters and Meier were closely followed by 
Andre Roche and Robert Greloz, and Edouard Frendo and 
Chaix, but Greloz injured his shoulder and the four had to 
retreat . A day later, Gervasutti and Chabod, and Raymond 
Lambert with Loulou Boulaz, started on the climb. With the 
Italians in the lead they made height rapidly until , halfway 
up the spur, they were engulfed in a prolonged hailstorm. 
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Above: The North Face: 1. The Shroud; 2. The Walker Spur (East Flank ); 3. The Walker Spur (Original Route); 3a. Cassin's direct start; 3b. Lachenal/ 
Terray variant; 4 . The Central Couloir; 5. The Bonatti/ Vaucher route; 6. The Croz Spur; 7. The Polish route; 8 . The Desmaisson/ Couzy route; 
9. The Cavalieri/ Mellano route (approx line) . Photo: Wolf Jurgen Winkler. Below left: Detail of the Shroud area showing the East Flank of the 
Walker Spur from a better viewpoint. Photo: Leo Dickinson . Below right: The East Face. 20a . The Tronchey Arete (Gilberti/ Croux route ); 
21. The Gervasutti/ Gagliardone route; 22. The Hirondelles Ridge. Photo: Alessandro Gogna 



Above: The South and South West faces: 10. The Ordinary Route; 11 . The Bonatti/ Peyronel route; 12. The Stuffer/ Troyer/Alippi/ Pinciroli route; 
13. The Strumia/ Salluard route; 14. The Tour des Jorasses (South Diedre); 15. The Pillar of the South Face; 16. The South West Face (Pfann / 
Gassner route) ; 17. Pointe Walker by the Aig. de Pra Sec (Ravelli/ Rivetti/ Croux route) ; Below left: The Tour des Jorasses showing the detail of 
the Machetto / Calcagno/ Cerruti route. Below right: The South Face: 18. The East Face of the Aig. de Pra Sec; 19. The South Face Direct; 20. The 
Tronchey Arete/South Face finish (Herron / Croux); 20a. The Tronchey Arete (Gilberti/ Croux) . Photos: Alessandro Gogna 



The rocks became glazed with a treacherous sheeting of 
ice and hail , and the ascent quickly became a nightmare. 
They climbed as fast as possible, acutely aware of the 
seriousness of their position ; nevertheless, they were 
forced to make a very uncomfortable bivouac 600ft. below 
the top. The following day, amid further storms, the tired 
and frostbitten climbers forced an exit. Gervasutti's 
remarkable qualities as a climber were displayed to the full 
during this epic. 

The mighty north face of the Jorasses had fallen, but the 
real prize - the Walker Spur - remained. In 1937, the leading 
French climber of the day, Pierre Allain , made an attempt 
with Edouard Frendo. This failed, but the following year 
Allain tried again with Jean Leininger and succeeded in 
forcing a route on the left up a barrier of slabs that had 
stopped all previous attempts. With this obstacle behind 
him, he gave up. The date was August 1st, 1938. 

On the very day of Allain's second failure, three Italians 
came over the range from Courmayeur, intent on trying the 
face. None of them had ever seen it before; indeed they 
were so unfamiliar with the Mont Blanc range that they 
even had to ask directions for the face. Nevertheless they 
attempted the route on August 4th, and two days later 
reached the top during a storm. The climbers were of course 
Riccardo Cassin, Luigi Esposito and Ugo Tizzoni. Cassin 
and Esposito had already demonstrated their supreme 
ability as mountaineers during the dramatic first ascent of 
the North Face of the Piz Badile. On the Walker Spur, 
apparently with the minimum of fuss and virtually no prior 
knowledge of the climb's problems, they again pulled off 
an historic ascent. The second ascent was made in 1945 by 
Gaston Rebuffat and Edouard Frendo, who took Allain's 
easier start, avoiding the very difficult crack line that Cassin 
had followed. 

Pierre Allain returned with three fellow Parisians to make 
the third ascent of the route in August 1946, and the fourth 
ascent was made a few days later by Lionel Terray and 
Louis Lachenal. This pair gave considerable thought to their 
equipment for the climb, with a view to making it lighter 
and thus increasing the speed of their ascent. Terray 
commented in his book : 

"To be exercised over such simple problems may 
nowadays seem ridiculous, but one must remember the 
mental climate of the time. Both food and equipment 
were much heavier than they are now, but above all we 
were weighed down by traditions as old as mountaineering 
itself. People always carried a little more food and gear 
than they needed . . . and it was not uncommon for 
forty pounds to be carried on a route like the Walker ... 
sack hauling was therefore essential on every difficult 
pitch. People used to climb in nailed boots as clumsy 
as canal barges, carrying gym shoes with them to 
change into for the harder rock climbing. Quite apart 
from their weight, all this changing to and fro would 
have lost us a lot of time on a mixed route like the Walker." 

They pared down the weight of their sacks and designed 
themselves new boots with rubber soles : 

" We knew that before the war the Italians had evolved 
climbing soles of hard moulded rubber and that when 
these vibrams were fitted to light carefully designed 
footwear, the most severe pitches could be done in them. 
It had become fashionable in French climbing circles to 
screw bits of tyre to one's boot-soles as a substitute for 
the unobtainable vibrams ... here Lachenal 's cobbling 
talents came to our rescue. Starting with my idea of 
something halfway between an espadrille and a 
mountaineering clod-hopper, he produced two pairs of 
boots which were to all practical purposes the same as 
what every mountaineer wears today." 

All this preparation and planning allowed Lachenal and 
Terray to complete the climb with only one bivouac, 
despite the fact that they lost the route at half-height in bad 
weather and had to force a variation finish over in the 
region of the Great Couloir. 

The ascents of the Croz and Walker Spurs were of such 
importance to mountaineering history that they can justly be 
considered to mark the end of the pre-war era. After the 
war, mountaineering flourished again, but it entered a new 

phase. The north face was climbed, as indeed were all the 
major Alpine faces. There remained two minor problems on 
the north face, the rib leading up to Pointe Marguerite and 
the buttress of Pointe Young, both of which were climbed 
in 1958, the former on August 5th/6th, by Jean Couzy and 
Rene Desmaison, the latter on August 13th/14th, by 
Andrea Mellano and Enrico Cavalieri . 

With the principal lines on the north face climbed, it was 
the turn of the 'fillers- in' . The first of these was the 
buttress of Pointe Whymper, an undistinguished line 
climbed by Walter Bonatti and Michel Vaucher during an 
epic five days from August 6th/11th, 1964. 

This ascent proved to be an extended trial of will and 
endurance. The route had been the scene of the deaths of 
Brehm and Rittler in 1931. Bonatti had attempted the climb 
no less than seven times (often solo) before his successful 
ascent. During the morning of the first day the climbers were 
bombarded by falling rocks, and though they escaped 
unscathed their rope was cut in five places . They decided 
to continue and, after tying the rope together, proceeded 
past Bonatti 's previous highest point, and later past a piton 
which must have been left by Brehm and Rittler . Eventually 
they bivouacked on a minute ledge some distance higher. 
During the night there was a tremendous rock avalanche 
nearby. The morning revealed a sight of ruin and desolation . 
An enormous pinnacle of rock, perhaps 250ft. high, which 
the day before had been visible on the face above, was no 
more ; instead there was a huge yellow scar, and the 
glacier below was covered with boulders. The rock around 
them was coated with dust and particles of granite, making 
climbing doubly difficult. They had to get out of this 
dangerous area as quickly as possible. Retreat was out of 
the question on account of the rockfall danger, so they 
continued upwards. Bonatti was hit by a stone on the first 
pitch and so severe was the stonefall that the pair only 
made about 350ft. before they were forced to bivouac 
again at midday. The following day they continued in 
deteriorating weather. The rope was cut again, restricting 
their pitch lengths to 60ft. They climbed some difficult 
chimneys and bivouacked for a third time. The following 
day, with Vaucher leading (Bonatti having smashed his 
thumb), they forced an exit. 

Another equally illogical line was the route put up by Rene 
Desmaison and Robert Flematty on the 'Shroud ', the 
precipitous icefield enclosed between the Walker Spur and 
the Hirondelles Ridge. The climb was made during the 
period January 13th- 26th, 1968. It was originally intended 
to finish directly to the summit of Pointe Walker, but the 
party was compelled by bad weather to exit on to the 
Hirondelles Ridge some distance below the summit. 

Previously this route had become something of a last great 
problem, and various parties had tried it in both winter and 
summer. A Parisian climber, Roland Travelini , claimed to 
have made the first ascent of the Shroud, with a more 
direct exit close to the Pointe Walker, but local experts were 
sceptical about his claims and the ascent was not 
recognised . Soon after the first ascent a young aspirant 
guide, Pierre Desailloud, claimed to have made the second 
ascent, solo and in winter. This claim has been generally 
discounted by French climbing pundits however. It seems 
possible that Desailloud was in a disturbed state of mind 
when he made this claim, as a few months later he 
committed suicide. 
In my opinion, a route should be done in summer before it 
is done in winter. Trying to do everything during the first 
ascent is not only illogical but a waste of effort and 
material. Also, such activities lend themselves to the 
suggestion that the underlying motivation is concerned 
with publicity rather than sport. That a summer ascent was 
feasible is born out by the fact that the second ascent was 
made in July 1969, by four Czech climbers, and the third 
ascent in July 1970, by three Jugoslavs. 

Another filler - in was made in 1970 (July 24th/25th) , by 
Polish climbers Eugeniusz Chrobak, Wojchach Wroz and 
Jacek Poreba, who climbed the North Spur of the Pointe 
Helene - the last of the spurs to fall. In spite of its 
difficulty, however, this route contributes little to the history 
of the Grandes Jorasses. 

21 



Above: A detail of the top section of the South Face with the Tronchey Arete on the right. This face is said to be the biggest in the 
Mt. Blanc range. Photo: Alessandro Gogna 

Today, Cassin's route has had at least 300 ascents and 
remains top of the list of many climbers' ambitions. The 
first climber to fall victim to the route was Kurt Hoffman, 
who died in August 1968, whilst attempting the second solo 
ascent. In 1969, Jorg Lehne, an exceptionally fine climber, 
was struck down by a chance stone during an attempt 
with Karl Golikow, and last year a Japanese climber fell 
from below the Tour Rouge. Nowadays, the Peters/Meier 
route on the Croz Spur is considered, psychologically at 
least, more demanding than the Walker, and has not had 
many more than 30 ascents. 

The South and East Faces 
On August 16th/17th, 1942, a notable trophy fell to Guisto 
Gervasutti and Giuseppe Gagliardone, ,who climbed the 
towering east face at the third attempt. Gervasutti's account 
of this climb can be found in his memoirs. As always, his 
experiences are laid out in detail, with great perception and 
insight into the trials and motivations of climbing. After their 
labours and rebuffs on this difficult climb, the pair 
eventually completed it at 11.0 a.m. on a sunny morning: 
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"It was hot and we badly wanted to sleep. We felt no 
shiver of joy, no ecstasy in victory. We had reached our 

objective and already it lay behind us. A dream had 
become reality - I felt something close to bitterness. 
How much finer it would be, I couldn't help thinking, 
to long for something all one's life, to fight for it 
without respite, and never to achieve it!" 

Currently, the east face is probably the hardest route on the 
mountain; it is also, in a sense, the most appealing since 
the 'down-grading' of the Walker. Only one other ascent 
has been recorded, that of the French guides Michel 
Bastien and Pierre Julien in 1950. I tried the third ascent 
in 1967, with Giampiero Matti, but we were driven back at 
one-third height by stones and ice pouring almost 
continuously down from the summit ice slope. If every great 
mountaineer had one masterpiece of his own making 
dedicated to him, the east face route on the Jorasses would 
surely go down as Gervasutti's finest creation. 
The south face of Pointe Marguerite was climbed by 
Massimo Strumia, with Francis and Camille Salluard, in 
1937. In 1952, Walter Bonatti and Enrico Peyronel did the 
south face of Pointe Young. More recently, on August 9th 
1972, Livia Stuffer, Giuseppe Alippi , Carlo Troyer and 
Angelo Pinciroli put up a direct route on the south face of 



Pointe Marguerite, having been dropped at the base by 
helicopter. Another interesting problem was the pillar of 
the south face, which starts on the Grandes Jorasses 
Glacier and finishes on the hanging glacier of the ordinary 
route; it has a certain similarity to the Central Pillar of 
Freney, although it is not so difficult. Arthur Ottoz and 
Piero Ghiglione climbed it on September 29th, 1948. 

In August 1969, the rocky east face of the Aiguille de Pra 
Sec was climbed by Peter Crew, Leo Dickinson and Brian 
Molyneaux. The result was a long (3,000ft.) and worthwhile 
training climb that is often in condition. 

Another well-known problem was the south diedre of the 
Tour des Jorasses, an excellent 3,000ft. line which was 
climbed in two days during August 1970 by Guido 
Machetto, Gianni Calcagno and Leo Cerruti. This is one of 
the finest rock climbs in the Mont Blanc range; such 
enjoyable climbing deserves to be repeated. 

The last great face of the Jorasses fell in the summer of 
1972, during August 9th-11th, when Guido Machetto and I 
climbed the inviolate south face between the Pra Sec Ridge 
and the Tronchey Ridge. Just under 5,000ft., it is the 
highest face in the Mont Blanc range and is extremely 
dangerous in view of the Eiger-like stonefall, though the 
technical difficulty is never extreme. 

Winter Ascents 
Winter climbing on the Grandes Jorasses was initiated on 
January 14th, 1891, when Paolo Gussfeldt, with guides 
Emile Rey, Laurent and Fabien Croux, and David Proment, 
made an ascent of the Pointe Walker, a fine achievement 
for the time. On March 24th, 1948, Toni Gobbi and 
Fran<;:ois Thomasset put up the first winter ascent of the 
Hirondelles Ridge; in 1964, it was the turn of the West 
Ridge, climbed in winter by guides Attilio and Alessio 
OIiier with two clients. 

But the greatest winter mountaineering feat of all time must 
be attributed to Walter Bonatti and Cosimo Zapelli, who 
made a truly epic ascent of the Walker Spur during 
January 25th-30th, 1963. This was Bonatti at his best, 
performing a climb finer than his Matterhorn route, for it 
was done by a team of two in classic style, without support 
teams or fixed ropes, conforming perfectly to the purest 
demands that can be made upon a mountaineer. 

An attempt to make the first winter ascent of the Walker 
Spur in March 1962 had stirred considerable controversy 
about the tactics employed, and Bonatti resolved that a 
winter ascent of the route should be achieved in classical 
style. He and Zapelli ferried their loads up to the face and, 
after a bivouac, started early on the morning of the 25th. 
Their progress was slow because of brittle ice conditions 
and the difficulty involved in hauling equipment, and they 
had to bivouac quite low on the face. Next morning they 
reached the Fissure Allain, but at this point a storm broke 
and they were forced to bivouac for nearly two days. It 
seemed certain that they would have to retreat, but the 
morning of the 28th dawned fine and the climbers still felt 
in good shape. A daring decision was taken. The provision 
sack was left behind and they mounted a lightweight 
assault with just three days' supplies. Their next bivouac 
was below the Tour Grise. During the night the weather 
started to deteriorate again and the following day was a 
desperate race to get above the difficulties of the Tour 
Rouge before the weather finally broke. The wind became 
stronger every hour and it started to snow. The temperature 
dropped to -35°C. Bonatti just managed to get up the last 
hard pitch and then roped down in darkness to join Zapelli 
for their final bivouac. The following day they crossed the 
summit in hurricane force winds and made a precarious 
descent to Courmayeur, which they reached at dusk. 

Rene Desmaison and Jacques Batkin made the second 
winter ascent from February 6th-8th in the same year -
clearly a less problematic climb than that encountered by 
Bonatti and Zapelli. 

February 10th-13th, 1971, saw Jean-Claude Marmier and 
Georges Nomine making the first winter ascent of the 
Peters/Meier route on the Croz Spur; unfortunately this 
fine climb was marred by the tragedy which befell 
Desmaison and Serge Gousseault during the same period. 

Notable ascents on the Grandes Jorasses 
Name Date Personnel 

Pointe Whymper: 
South West Flank 

1865 Edward Whymper, Michel Croz, Christian Almer and 
Franz Siner 

Pointe Walker: South 
West Flank 

Pointe Marguerite and 
Pointe Helene 

Pointe Young 

Pointe Croz 

Pointe Walker: 
South West Face 

Pointe Walker via the 
West (Frontier) Ridge 

Pointe Walker via the 
Aig. de Pra Sec 

The Hirondelles Ridge 

1868 

1891 

1898 

1904 

1909 

1909 

1911 

1964 

1923 

1954 

1964 

1927 

Horace Walker, Melchoir Anderegg, Johann Jaun 
and Julien Grange 
1st winter ascent; Paulo Gussfeldt, Emile Rey, 
Laurent and Fabien Croux and David Proment 

The Duke of Abruzzi, Joseph Petigaz, Laurent 
Croux, Cesar and Felix Dllier 

V. J . E. Ryan and Franz and Joseph Lochmatter 

Miss E. Hasenclever, W. Klemm, F. Konig and 
R. Weitzenboch 

F. Gassner and Hans Pfann 

Geoffrey Winthrop Young, H. 0 . Jones and 
Joseph Knubel 
1st winter ascent: Attilio and Alessio Oilier and 
Camille Salluard and Georges Loyer 

Francesco Ravelli , Guido Rivetti and Evariste 
Croux. 
Variation: Tom Bourdillon, Anthony Rawlinson 
and Elliot Viney 
Integral of South Ridge: Ottavio Bastrenta and 
Corradino Rabbi 

First descended in 1911 by Geoffrey Winthrop 
Young, H. 0 . Jones, Joseph Knubel and Laurent 
Croux 
Adolfe Rey and Alphonse Chenoz with Gustavo 
Gaja, Sergio Matteoda, Francesco Ravelli and 
Guido Rivetti 

1935 2nd ascent: Pierre Allain, Charignon and Jean 
Leininger 

1948 1st winter ascent : Toni Gobbi and Francois 
Thomasset 

The Tronchey Arete 1928 (via South Face) Rand Herron, Evariste and 
Eliseo Croux 

1936 Direct ascent : Titta Gilberti and Eliseo Croux 
1973 1st winter ascent : Cosimo Zappelli , Luigi no Henry, 

Renzo Casson and Rene Salluard 

Pointe Croz: 1935 Rudolf Peters and Martin Meier 
North Spur 1935 2nd ascent: Giusto Gervasutti, Renato Cha bod, 

Raymond Lambert and Loulou Boulaz 
1971 1st winter ascent: Georges Nomine and Claude 

Marmier 
1972 1st solo ascent: Jean Afanassief 

Pointe Marguerite: 1937 Massimo Strumia, Francis and Camille Salluard 
South Face 1972 Direct : Livia Stuffer, Giuseppe Alippi, Carlo 

Troyer and Angelo Pinciroli 

Pointe Walker: 1938 Riccardo Cassin, Luigi Esposito and Ugo Tizzoni 
North Spur 1945 2nd ascent : Gaston Rebuff at and Edouard Frendo 

1964 1st winter ascent: Walter Bonatti and Cosimo 
Zappelli 

1968 1st solo ascent: Alessandro Gogna 

Pointe Walker: 1942 Giusto Gervasutti and Giuseppe Gagliardone 
East Face 1950 2nd ascent: Michel Bastien and Pierre Julien 

South!Face Pillar 1948 Arthur Ottoz and Piero Ghiglione 

Pointe Young: 1952 Walter Bonatti and Enrico Peyronel 
South Face 

Pointe Young: 1958 Andrea Me llano and Enrico Cavalieri 
North Buttress 1968 2nd ascent: Henryk Furmanik, Andrzej Heinrich and 

Krzysztof Zdzitowiecki 

Pointe Marguerite: 1958 Jean Couzy and Rene Desmaison 
North Spur 

Pointe Whymper: 1964 Walter Bonatti and Michel Vaucher 
North Buttress 

The Shroud 1968 Rene Desmaison and Robert Flematty (winter) 
1969 2nd ascent: Valentin Kanyar, Ivan Bartel, Andra 

Blencha and Ivan Dieska. 

Aig. de Pra Sec: 1969 Peter Crew. Leo Dickinson and Brian Molyneaux 
East Face 

Pointe Helene: 1970 Eugeniusz Chrobak, Wojchach Wroz and Jacek 
North Face Poreba 

Tour des Jorasses: 1970 Guido Machetto, Gianni Calcagno and Leo 
South Diedre Cerruti 

North Face: 1972 Yashuo Kanda, Yashuou Kato, Hideo Miyazaki, 
Central Couloir Toro Nakano and Kusuhide Saito (winter) 

Pointe Walker: 1972 Alessandro Gogna and Guido Machetto 
South Face Direct 

Pointe Walker: 1973 Rene Desmaison, Giorgio Bertone and Michel 
North Spur (East Flank) Glaret (winter) 

On February 10th, this pair started up a route between the 
Shroud and the Walker, a line which in my estimation is of 
dubious value. On the 19th, they came to a standstill only 
300ft. below the summit. The following day, rescue 
operations were mounted. Gousseault died of exhaustion 
on the 21st. It was only on the 25th that a helicopter 
belonging to the French rescue service was able to land on 
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Simple idea-
1 --
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- great new 
sleeping bag! 

NORTHERN 
LIGHTS 

Alwavs a !aver of Down 
,l. i t 
~ 

A brand new down filled bag using a new 
and original method of construction which 
we have developed to meet the needs of 
those who use their bags in a wide variety 
of conditions, e.g . long expeditions in high 
mountains or polar regions or just all the 
year round camping in Britain. Like all good 
ideas the principle is very simple : use the 
Double Garment method of construction, 
but include a way of separating the two 
halves! Two bags therefore are made fitting 
one inside the other and linked at the top 
only by an open ended zip, the stitching 
lines naturally being sewn so that when 
linked they do not coincide ; the inside bag 
is fitted with a draw up hood. Use them 
together and you have an Expedition type 
bag suitable for very cold conditions, use 
them separately and you have summer bags 
for two people (the only problem being who 
gets the one with the hood). This is the 
complete answer to the problem of whether 
to buy a warm bag for winter or a light bag 
for summer, or both at greater expense. 

See the Pointfive range of Duvets and 
Sleeping Bags at all good outdoor equipment 
suppliers or write for brochure to 
Banton & Co. Ltd ., Meadow Lane, 
Nottingham. 

the col between Pointes Walker and Whymper, and rescue 
Desmaison. Gousseault's body was also recovered. There 
seem to have been several reasons for the tragedy: first and 
foremost, the continual bad weather between February 15th 
and 25th; secondly, the breakdown in radio communication ; 
and thirdly, Desmaison's refusal to retreat after the 15th, 
when the weather deteriorated. We can all learn a lesson 
from this. But at the same time, far fewer routes would be 
done if risks were never taken . Desmaison's determination 
and his insistence on remaining beside his partner until the 
end, can only bring him credit. 
Desmaison was not deterred by this rebuff however. He 
made a number of attempts during the 1972 winter season, 
without success, but his persistence has been rewarded this 
winter ; with Giorgio Bertone and Michel Glaret, he 
completed the climb on January 18th. The final ascent 
took nine days, despite the fact that during numerous 
reconnaissance expeditions the party had fixed ropes up 
crucial sections of the route. Bad weather closed in with 
the climbers still 1,000ft. below the summit, and at the 
same time radio contact ceased when the apparatus was 
dropped. There was considerable concern for the climbers 
both in Courmayeur and Chamonix, and the rescue services 
were alerted; but at 3.0 p.m. on the 17th the climbers 
crossed the summit and descended safely after another 
bivouac. 
During the 1972 winter season there were renewed attempts 
to make climbs in the Central Couloir region . Chris 
Bonington and Dougal Haston made considerable progress 
on an incipient gully line on the west flank of the Walker 
Spur. They managed to reach the level of the Tour Rouge 
before bad weather forced a retreat. A large team of 
Japanese climbers succeeded in climbing the main couloir 
to the right of the Bonington/Haston line, after a number of 
attempts during which the route was equipped with fixed 
ropes. The final successful ascent was made in March, by 
Yashuo Kanda, Yashuou Kato, Hideo Miyazaki, Toky 
Nakano and Kasuhide Saito. 
SOLO ASCENTS 
Of the three great faces in the Alps - the Eigerwand, the 
North Face of the Matterhorn and the Grandes Jorasses 
(Walker Spur) - the last has, curiously, always taken third 
place in climbing chronology. Its first ascent and first 
winter ascent followed those of the others; so too with its 
first solo ascent. I completed this climb for the first time on 
July 8th, 1968; since then it has been soloed by Jean 
Claude Mosca, Pete Minks and Pierre Behgin. A Japanese 
soloist actually roped up at half-height. 
The Croz Spur, in many ways a more serious soloing 
problem than the Walker on account of its comparative 
lack of traffic, was soloed in the summer of 1972 by Jean 
Afanassief. These ascents provide further evidence of the 
progress of mountaineering and the diminution of 
psychological barriers. 
FEMALE ASCENTS 
Loulou Boulaz was the first woman to climb the north face, 
when she took part in the epic second ascent of the Croz 
Spur. The Walker Spur was finally climbed by a woman 
when Christine de Colombe made an ascent accompanied 
by Jacques Sangnier. 
FUTURE POSSIBILITIES 
There remain the Last Great Problems: a direct route on the 
east face; the first winter and first solo ascents of the 
Gervasutti route on the east face. These are the obvious 
ones, but the Jorasses are so large and so complex that it 
is hard to believe that other problems will not be found to 
supersede these. 
SUMMARY 
Mont Blanc Group: The Grandes Jorasses. A short history of 
climbing on the mountain, with personal comments added by the author. 
Guidebook : Climbs in the Mont Blanc Range (Vol. 2), by R. G. 
Collomb and P. Crew, published by the Alpine Club. 
Useful Bibliography : Starlight and Storm by Gaston Rebuffat 
(Kaye and Ward) ; Gervasutti's Climbs by Guisto Gervasutti (originally 
published by Rupert Hart-Davis); Conquistadors of the Useless by 
Lionel Terray (Gollancz) ; Scrambles Amongst The Alps by Edward 
Whymper (John Murray) ; On the Heights by Walter Bonatti (Rupert 
Hart-Davis); I Giorni Grandi by Walter Bonatti (his second volume of 
memoirs, shortly to be published in English by Gollancz). 



Quietus, Stanage 

To many climbers, enthusiasm for gritstone is 
regarded at best as a sign of a mis-spent youth, 
if not a poverty-stricken one. Who now, except 
old men reliving past excitements over pints of 
Tetley's bitter, makes claims for hard gritstone 

that don't evoke yawns from those younger, more mobile and more objective? Last year's Wembley Rock and 
Roll Festival contained two sorts of people: fat, balding, aged Teds, making ridiculously inflated claims for two 
beat stomp-and hip swingers going along only for a good leap about. Isn't the Old Grey Gritstone Whistle Test 
a bit like that? Maybe-but here is a partisan, over-enthusiastic, biased and hopelessly unobjective wallow in 
climbing's rocl<'n'roll festival by one such dotee. 
Gritstone is the Pennines. These hills are "an area of outstanding natural beauty", but it is not their scenery that 
makes them unique. What does is the fact that on every side a combination of fast-flowing streams, coalfields 
and industrial revolution have bound a network of industrial towns to their valleys. Only in South Wales, where 
geology has been less kind to climbers, is there any comparable inter-linking of wilderness and conurbation. And 
where the moors end-and 'civilization' starts-are the gritstone crags. Page 2s ► 

Story by Dave Cook, photos by Bob l<eates 
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Peapod (HVS), Joe Brown's famous route on Curbar E,;fge, is the most elegant 
and most climbed of the big gritstone cracks. Back and footing up the narrowing 
'pod' leads to a bafflingly strenuous pullout onto the halfway ledge. Jack Street's 
locked hand tells us that surge and security are about to arrive. Though often 
described as only severe' by those not actually on it, the wall above has overfaced 
a good few leaders who prematurely let their guard slip. Previous Page: Perhaps 
the most famous and intimidating roof climb in the Pennines is Stanage's 
Quietus (XS), another Brown creation. Here Street, having crossed the roof. 
jams painfully out of the horizontal. 
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Millstone Edge is the scene of climbing's greatest anti-pollution 
success story. In 1957 the Guide stated that 'Here the piton and 
etrier can be used without shame' but in the same year it was 
realised that many of these peg routes could be led free. Satan's 
Slit (XS) John Loy's big 1964 lead is one such route. Today fists 
punch jams into the crack where a few years ago hammers 
punched wedges. Satan's Slit is typical of the many short, fierce 
and unnatural cracks on this cliff. Their uniformity compells a 
determined approach. Tom Proctor here provides it. 
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Routes like Browns and Whillans' Baw's Crawl (VS) on Stanage were typical of the juggy walls. roofs 
and cracks over which the Rock and Ice men exploded in the early '50's. No protection on the roof but 
if you were good on the bars in the school gym this is the climb for you. Geoff Birt/es starts the swing 
that will turn his body through 90 degrees to gain the ledge he is hanging from. 
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Most of the essential ingredien~s of gritstone climbing stem 
from this front ier position . Only the remotest edges are 
natural in the sense of being completely untouched by 
quarry-men. Some of the most lovely and intriguing areas 
for the climber owe their charm, and often their ferocity, to 
industrial ravages which have been retouched and 
disguised by wind and rain . Marble Wall , at Stanage, comes 
to mind as an example of the most tasteful plastic surgery 
of all time. 
Although many quarries lurk about on the dingy fringes of 
some pretty unappetizing towns, most gritstone edges stand 
as decisively as a Bakewell pudding, in the very grandest of 
positions. Their uniqueness is usually summed up by the 
combination of views from their crests: in one direction, 
industrialization, or at least its outrunners ; in the other, 
the plateau of black peat and emerald bog, way up the 
wilderness league. 

Almost everything in climbing works to blur the social 
divisions within the sport - but nowhere in Britain do so 
many working-class people climb as on gritstone. Between 
the wars, as the dole queues lengthened, more and more 
turned to rambling and climbing as one of the few sporting 
activities they could afford, and the tradition has continued. 
The right to climb on grit has sometimes had to be fought 
for in earnest, and in 1932 ramblers battled with a private 
army of gamekeepers on the forbidden crest of Kinder 
Scout. The ramblers won. The atmosphere of gritstone 
distils from the various social and regional ingredients of 
those who swarm upon it - and the mixture is richer and 
more varied than the weak brew found in most other areas. 
All climbing has a pretty rich folklore, a heritage of tasty 
tales which proliferate as a sort of folk tradition, and this 
is particularly the case on grit. In men like Dennis Gray 
and the late Eric Byne, and their scores of equivalents all 
over the Pennines, this tradition finds its archivists and 
minstrels who record more (and often less) faithfully the 
more notable dirty deeds for posterity. 

In fact, there was a time in the 'sixties when it looked as 
if the ethos and traditions of gritstone were taking over 
everywhere. The big jamming fists, and the big jammed 
mouths of the Rock and Ice, the Alpha, the Black and Tans, 
the Y.M.C. and the Rimmon, proselytized by word and deed 
-all over Britain, brainwashing everyone else into an 
acceptance of inferiority. This superb public relations 
exercise still goes on, but not with quite the same success. 
It was asserted that a gritstone apprenticeship (along with 
protruding extremities) was the prerequisite for hard 
climbing; given the self-opinionated conceit of 
Yorkshiremen, for example, this is no more outrageous than 
many of the claims they make. What really was amazing 
was that this preposterous fiction was so widely believed. 
All this propaganda has given gritstone a phenomenal 
power of attraction. The motorways that swirl around the 
Pennines make the Edges highly accessible from any 
direction, and at weekends they are devoured by 
cosmopolitan climbing jet-setters. Summer midweek 
evenings, see the local boys come out to play, in an 
irreverant camaraderie that gives the very best of golden 
gritstone hours. "From Hell and Hull, and Halifax, good 
Lord deliver me" goes the old folk song - and deliverance 
can indeed be swift. Most Pennine towns have a count
down numbered in tens of minutes between workplace and 
gritstone, and the sudden contrast is as intoxicating as 
Scotch on an empty stomach. 
Each province - the boundaries-usually coincide with a 
section of a guidebook - has its warlords. Allan Austin 
makes an annual visit to all his West Riding fiefdoms, just to 
keep an eye on things, and it is rare indeed for a raiding 
party to steal a crust of a 1 Oft. variant, let alone a 30ft. 
meal. The classic Yorkshire second line of defence reaches 
its highest point with Dennis Gray's regular answer to 

Tom Proctor halfway round the concave circular line of Great Slab (XS) on Froggatt Edge -
yet another Brown route. Only truly a slab climb on the first thrillingly delicate traverse. the 
upper section steepens to give a series of easier. though still decidedly balancy moves. Quite 
definitely one of the biggest adrenalin surges around. as it lacks protection. 
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Climbs like Green Crack (XS) give Curbar its reputation as the 'Cloggy of the Peak' They also 
helped to create the mythology of the Rock and Ice. The story goes that the 7 957 guide
book credited Brown with the ascent before he had even considered the route. Anxious that 
the guide should contain no misleading information. he led it to put the record straight. 
Geoff Birt/es' position at the end of the overhanging flake gives an indication of the strenu
osity of the climbing as well as the degree of commitment required in its lead. 
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claims of new routes in the area: "No, Pete Cranfield did it 
in 1949, but we didn't think it worth writing up." As no one 
else was around then, and as Pete Cranfield probably 
emigrated to Australia in 1957, there's not much more to be 
said . A few thick-skinned geniuses occasionally break 
through to lay a particularly improbable virgin, and we know 
what the Y.M.C. does to their routes! 
To come to the point - the climbing . A few years ago, at 
Almscliff, Royal Robbins was asked how the climbs there 
compared with his local skyscrapers. Stereophonic writing 
would be necessary to catch the aptness of his reply, but 
his words were: "Your climbs here are little inlaid jewels". 
In the Stanage guidebook there are 140 climbs of VS grade 
and above, and at least two thirds of them make substantial 
use of jamming techniques. The jam is gritstone's trademark 
- locking, slipping or hurting, accept no imitations. 
Enthusiasts collect them, swap them and gurgle about 
them, with an addiction that borders on the obscene - and 
with justification. A gritstone climbing career encompasses 
every shape of fissure known to man. A jam will boost you 
when you must go, save you when you are tired, and 
extricate you when you are foxed. It will give you a love
bite embarrassing in its imprint. Great jams I have known 
include the following: 

The most brutal : halfway up Dead Bay Crack at Curbar. 
The most technical: getting out of the top of the Vice 
at Stanage End. 
The most exhausting: starting Freddies Finale at Wimberry. 
The most painful: starting Minion's Way at Brimham. 
The most repulsive: by definition these cannot be on grit. 
The most glorious: all the way up Matinee at the Roches. 

In fact, the Roches and Hen Cloud contain the greatest 
collection anywhere and, along with Wimberry and 
Tintwhist~e Knarr Quarry, would be my gritstone 'Desert 
Island Jams·. 
Gritstone is leading rock. May all who top-rope there be 
cursed. Protection? Either very good or absent. You can 
number cracks that cannot be stitched on the fingers of one 
hand, but move on to the blunt ribs, frugal slabs and over
facing walls and you won't have to queue. Here lie the 
real boy/man sorters, and most of us are unashamedly 
juvenile in our choice. Of course, the soft touches tumble 
fast, and the mean ones repel and thus become meaner. 
One of the best routes at Stanage is Right Hand Tower 
(VS) - cruel, keep away. It has been led far fewer times 
than the Edge's better protected Extremes - and, as a sight 
lead, it is harder. Getting up most difficult gritstone routes 
requires a peculiarly combative approach, but most 
climbers prefer the odds to be heavily tilted in their favour 
before they will commit themselves to this fighting style. 
One of the great attractions of gritstone climbing is that a 
number of factors enable just such an approach to be 
employed a long way up the grades. The solidity of the 
rock, its friction, and the sureness of nut protection, 
generate a verve and confidence that boost achievement 
and encrust great days on grit with an indulgent layer of 
self satisfaction. 

With apologies to The Black Cliff, I finish with an epilogue 
pinched from it. The passage refers not to Clog, but to 
Tintwhistle Knarr Quarry, the best unknown gritstone crag 
in the world : 

"We stood for a long time on top of the grass-grown 
spoil heap. Across the Crowden Valley the shadows 
lengthened over the brown lines of Bleaklow. In front 
of us were the 70ft. corners, in which all day we had 
been impaled." 

Unlike Messrs. Crew, Soper and Wilson on Clog, we had 
no need to ask ourselves what "brought us back time and 
time again" to grapple with these cracks, and "the long 
drive home" was only 30 miles. 



Birt/es swinging powerfully up the initial moves of 
The Rasp (XS). This mighty climb swaggers up the 
grotesquely over/eaning wall of Higgar Tor. The 1 in 
3 angle. the grinding certainty of the jams. and the 
power required to get up it. make the route a parody 
of gritstone climbing that verges on the obscene. 
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Asg~rd Outing 
by Paul Nunn 

One Spring evening in 1966, the Rev. Frank Wilkinson, 
Chaplain of Peterhead Prison, ran quickly through slides 
gathered during long years as a missionary on Baffin 
Island. It was fairy-tale country, remote, ice-bound in 
half-light for much of the year. The long fjords sliced into 
granite mountains of unrelenting compactness, while they in 
turn were half enveloped in great ice mushrooms, ice caps 
which dominate the geography of the area, make its 
weather, and spill over the top of many a Yosemite-style 
wall. I wanted to go. 

A 'phone call in May 1972 settled it. Doug Scott, Dennis 
Hennek from California, Tut Braithwaite and myself were to 
go. It seemed an excellent scheme, for I had always thought 
Eric Shipton ought to be right: that little expeditions are 
more likely to be good expeditions, even at their most 
extended; and I could think of few places more suitable 
than Baffin for such an approach. Anyway, the battle of 
Everest seemed to me to have undermined the very term 
'expedition', which now implies multiple forms of 
exploitation and rigid organization for which the only 
compensation for many individual climbers is pretentiousness. 
The alienation of heart, combined with the extreme graft 
involved, seems to me to be the complete antithesis of 
what mountaineering is all about. A small group, friendly, 
intimate, motivated but not utterly achievement-orientated, 
promised to get away from all that. 
I was a late arrival. Doug had got some money from the 
Mount Everest Foundation and Dennis had meticulously 
ordered food, both in the U.S.A. and from the Bay Trading 
Co. in Baffin; he had also organized most of the 
equipment. There were no strings: the plane left in a 
couple of weeks. 

We assembled in Hudson Heights near Montreal, where 
Mrs. P. Baird entertained us royally. Dennis proved to be 
anything but the lean, rock-drilling technocrat that I had 
half expected. Instead he was a muscular, blond, fun-and
pleasure-loving character who seemed to enjoy the 
occasional discipline of climbing, and who was prepared 
to take great pains to do it well. Within a few hours we 
seemed like a team. 
On July 3rd, we flew to Pangnirtung, a dusty Eskimo 
settlement across the Cumberland Sound. Blue skies, after a 
murky journey, boded well. 
From the beginning there was a sense of unreality in this 
land of myth and magic enjoying its brief summer. On July 
4th, Jok Polliollok and another Eskimo took us by sledge 
and skiddoo twenty miles down the fjord ice towards the 
mountains. There was a gala atmosphere, even when a 
sledge broke under the weight of five people and a boat. 
The Eskimos played at shooting imaginary seals and we 
galloped food and brews together when we arrived under 
the great face of Mount Overlord . It was a light-hearted 
and fortunate start, for the sea-ice was late, and we were 
saved at least two days. 
Then we conned one another. None of us had ever carried 
such monstrous loads as we assembled. Food for nearly 
three weeks, tents, big-wall gear, fuel: the pack frames 
bent and creaked under the load, and so did we. Somehow, 
tottering upright, we trekked off from the dump at the 
fjord head into Weasel Valley's pebble flats. After two days 
of wandering up these flats and through moraines which 
disappeared into soaring granite walls and a grey snow
laden sky, we camped to rest for a day by the frozen waste 
of Summit Lake. 

Again the ice was useful. On consecutive days we tramped 
six miles over the lake-ice, taking half-loads to the Turner 
Glacier and a camp below Asgard. On July 9th, we stamped 

Below: The North-East Ridge of Asgard North Peak. The route takes a 
line keeping just to the right of the sun/shadow division of the main buttress. 
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Above : Dennis Hennek leading half way up the North-East Ridge. The elegant summit tower rises above him. 

Below : During the walk-out to Pangnirtung with Mt. Friga on the right. This and other photos in this feature by Doug Scott 



out tent sites by a glacier lagoon. It was snowing quite 
heavily, but we were all pleased - the carry was over. 
Snow shoes were essential to get far on the glaciers in 
1972. Crevasses were deeply covered, making unroped 
wanderings hazardous, though we sometimes indulged 
ourselves. It froze for only a short time at night, leaving a 
weak crust . The camp was idyllic, on the snow at the 
junction of two glaciers, by the blue lake, with the plumb
vertical walls of Freyr Peak opposite and Asgard behind . 
Rocks trundled from an outlying minor summit, but we were 
adequately distant from their path . Moreover, we were well 
fed and well equipped, and on July 10th the weather 
began a lasting good spell. 

Our first objective, the main cause of our weight crucifixion 
coming in , was the West Dihedral of Asgard. Doug and I 
broke a track on the 10th, and dug a trench up deep 
insecure snow on the lower slopes. The dihedral is a real 
siren, drawing the eye up its clean-cut features for over 
1,500ft. On a sparkling morning, we snow-shoed over the 
light crust to the base of the face again. Cloud rolled in 
dazzling furls over the ice cap to the north . Doug and I 
carried gear, while Tut led up the initial 1,500ft. of snow 
and mixed ground. It was unsafe and avalanche-prone, 
with little security. A last lead of over 400ft. led to the 
dihedral base. 
Doug set off up an iced chimney with Dennis seconding, 
while we cut a large platform. It seemed that the donkey
work was over. For today, tomorrow, maybe the day after, 
we would swing and dangle, hammer away, and sleep in 
our hammocks in the relative safety of the vertical. This 
opinion seemed confirmed when the 400ft. slope 
avalanched in a sea of slops, although it was modified by 
ice lumps falling from far above and blowing in a keen 
wind into the dihedral. 
But our confidence was premature, however well -equipped 
physically and mentally we might have been . Apart from the 
cold on this side of the mountain , which could have been a 
problem in a really prolonged attack, the diedre was not a 
pegging fault but a closed granite joint with aberrant, 
unlinked cracks. Dennis found himself faced with a painful 
choice at 200ft. - the first of several long bolt ladders or 
nothing. The bolting seemed premature, and perhaps 
ultimately undesirable. In the early hours of July 12th we 
reached camp after about twenty hours' absence. 

Snoozing re-appraisal led to a quick decision. Late on the 
12th, Tut and Doug broke tracks to the North - East Ridge of 
Asgard North Peak. Next day, lightly equipped, we all set off 
in relentless sun . For me, personally, the route had immense 
appeal ; it was a smooth pillar of slabby and near-perfect 
granite, about 3,500ft. high from the glacier. It was to be 
an Alpine-style push with no provision for stopping. 
Doug and Dennis led through up the magnificent lower 
slabs, while for a time Tut and I suffered the divorcing 
experience of prussiking . Then, about mid-day, we led on. 
It was a flood of pleasure to me, with corners, jamming 
cracks, delicate slabs, and a gradual.steepening of angle as 

· the upper pillar came nearer. We stopped once for food, 
and then followed a crack system of escalating difficulty, 
deeply reminiscent of all the best Alpine granite climbs I 
have experienced . We used few pegs, nut protection being 
usual. In the late evening, a cold mist flung a grey cloak 
over us. At midnight, after about ten hours of leading, Tut 
and I relegated ourselves to the rear for the headwall. 

The red granite, compact but split by a crack system, 
reared up towards the summit. There were four hard pitches 
for Doug and Dennis, and airy swinging prussiks on lightly 
frozen ropes for us. Dennis did the all -star lead on a 

. Curbar-style 140ft. crack. It took at least two hours of real 
struggle and was extremely difficult, especially coming as 
the penultimate pitch of a hard climb. Doug finished it off 
up a gritstone jamming crack at Hard VS, straight to the 
summit. During the sojourns we dozed in our duvets, 
waiting for the sun to re-appear. At 6.00 on the 14th we 
were on the table-top summit in brilliant sun . 
The aftermath was deflating. The glacier lagoon had 
flooded and the tents were threatened if not awash, fifty -five 
miles out from Pang . Good weather has its costs. Attempts 
at a quick descent of the original route were defeated by 

obnoxious, deep, wet snow, which reduced us to a 
commando crawl , ludicrous and deadly serious as we sank 
into crevasses. It was easy to see how people fail to make it 
under such circumstances. Fortunately the lower glacier 
was better, and we reached the snowshoes and the camp 
thirty-three hours after departure. 
The blue tents were dry but afloat on the packed snow 
under them. With joyous, tired sploshings they were 
rescued, and re-erected uphill. Six more hours and they 
would have been drowned . Two -ton eyelids slumped to 
sleep, despite the relentless arctic light. 
Two days later we began the tramp out. There was more to 
do, but we were tired and a little self-satisfied . We crossed 
a col below our route with 70Ib. sacks, and descended 
dreadful, deep powder on the Caribou Glacier at less than a 
mile an hour, tripping occasionally as the snowshoe tips 
crept under the crust, and finding difficulty in swimming 
out with the sacks pushing our faces into the morasse. 
After a snooze at Summit Lake, we continued down to 
camp in a fine spot below the 4,500ft. face of Thor. 

With battered feet and still heavy loads, our retreat became 
a ramble. Time was taken up with peering at flowers and 
wildlife, and snoozing and eating food remnants . 
We took the best part of a week to cover the fifty miles or 
so to Pang . By then the mosquitoes were coming to life, the 
pack-ice was breaking rapidly, the arctic summer was 
weakening enough to allow a little night, the food was 
eaten and it was time to go. 
We had no commitments, except to ourselves, and they 
were satisfied. Success was aided by fortuitous good 
weather and a late winter. Dennis's meticulous 
organization , and especially the freeze-dried food, made the 
carry possible. Without air-drops or great expense, we got 
ourselves from Pang fjord head to Asgard, and back to 
Pang. We did a dream of a climb, and each led his quota . 
Almost all the climbing was Very Severe, or harder, so all 
our egos were satisfied . As an exercise in logistics, and as 
an intensely personal experience, the expedition was 
gratifyingly complete. Amazingly, it was a product of 
motivation which was less 'achievement-' or 'summit
orientated' than most such excursions. Perhaps therein 
lies its validation . 
SUMMARY 
Baffin Island/ Cumberland Peninsula: Mt. Asgard. Attempt on the 
West Face Dihedral of North Peak and the first ascent of the 
North -East Flank of North Peak by an Anglo -America n team consisting 
of Doug Scott, Paul Nunn, Dennis Hennek and Paul (Tut) Braithwaite. 
July 1972. 
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Above: The summit slopes of Everest, above the Rock Band. 
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Above: Camp 4 after the devastating storm in October 1972. The boxes are filled with frozen powder snow and the frames have 
buckled under the strain. 

Some thoughts on the Everest problem 
by Doug Scott 
Five expeditions have now foundered below the Rock Band 
on the South-West Face of Everest. The campaign to 
overcome this problem has become as protracted as the 
pre-war attempts from the north side of the mountain, and 
only about 1,500ft. has been gained over the first Japanese 
attempts in 1969. The last three expeditions have all 
chosen to skirt below the Rock Band and attempt to turn it 
by a couloir at its right-hand end. This starts at about 
27,300ft. and ends at around 28, 100ft. Dougal Haston, 
who had inspected this obstacle during the International 
Expedition and found it choked with snow, naturally 
expected similar, or even better, banked-up conditions 
during the post-monsoon period. Instead, however, we 
found a predominately rock couloir, out of which the wind 
had scoured most of the snow that should have assisted 
rapid progress. It would have been impossible to tackle this 
obstacle safely in conditions of extreme cold and constant 
high winds, and we were forced to admit defeat. 

With hindsight one wonders whether we might have stood a 
chance of at least climbing the Rock Band by attempting the 
gully line on the left - tucked in below the West Ridge. This 
has the advantage of being a good deal lower than the right
hand route. The real problem lies in tackling technical 
difficulty at extreme altitude. Even without oxygen the early 
Everest climbers made very rapid progress up to the 27,000ft. 
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level, but above this height the slightest technical difficulty 
caused problems. 

It may be that the real problem is not so much the weather 
and the cold but the mountain itself, with its high defences 
which men have to tackle when their reserves of fitness and 
their spirits are at a low ebb. The lower one can face major 
technical problems, and the freer the higher route-finding is 
from such obstacles, the greater will be the chance of 
success. Failure has been blamed on international conflict, 
bad morale, bad management, illness and poor weather, but 
perhaps these have disguised the real problem - that we 
have been trying to overcome too difficult an obstacle at 
too great an altitude. 

Although the left-hand line is close to the West Ridge, there 
appears to be no easy way off as with the other route. 
Moreover, the difficulties appear to be shorter - perhaps 
only 500ft. as against at least 800ft. If Camp 5 could be 
placed at the foot of this left-hand gully, it would be more 
convenient both psychologically and logistically and would 
also be sheltered (in late autumn) from the fierce north-west 
winds which gave us so many problems. If the gully could 
be climbed, and a Camp 6 placed above it, all that would 
remain would be a long, but seemingly straightforward, 
snow slope leading up to the couloir below the South 
Summit, which is itself only an hour from the top in good 

conditions. If, on the other hand, the right -hand route is 
taken, a descending traverse will be necessary after the 
Rock Band has been climbed, before the couloir leading to 
the South Summit can be gained. 
But whichever course is adopted, if fu rther failure is to be 
avoided, it will probably be necessary to have either 
mammoth Sherpa support or a strong team prepared both 
physically and psychologically to tackle technical climbing 
at high altitude. Success may also await some technical 
innovation such as improved oxygen equipment. 

It may be instructive to refer briefly to the particular 
conditions we encountered on the face. After the spell of 
bad weather in late October, Mick Burke and I set off with 
four Sherpas to re-establish Camp 4, which had been 
devastated by storms and falling stones. During our climb 
we had to dodge rocks coming down the face. These were 
apparently dislodged by the scouring action of the wind, 
and some were as big as footballs. Camp 4 was a disaster 
area. The canvas boxes had been perforated many times and 
had slowly filled with powder snow, which had gradually 
hardened into ice. The boxes resembled bulging ice-cubes 
covered with tattered canvas. It took us hours to create 
some sort of order and we didn't get inside until 8.0 p.m., 
three hours after sunset. By this time the temperature was 
-35°C, and we all suff!,lfed slight frost .nip. Pebbles 

rained down on the boxes during the night. A few days 
later a boulder pierced one of the boxes while Graham Tiso 
was in residence, and badly gashed his forehead. 
Camp 5, in mid-November, was a miserable place. As soon 
as one stopped working or climbing, it was very cold. Even 
in our sleeping bags, wearing down suits, we shivered 
incessantly. The temperature hovers at about -40°C during 
the night, and the cracking of the canvas in the wind makes 
sleep difficult. On one occasion, in a particularly strong 
wind, Dave Bathgate braced himself against the box frame 
but was still unable to prevent it from buckling and breaking . 
On the trip between Camps 5 and 6 I was once caught in 
a strong gust and blown bodily several feet across the slope 
- luckily I was clipped on to the fixed rope. 
This Camp 6 run was the most interesting section of the 
whole climb, despite the hostile conditions, and apart 
from a 30ft. rock step above Camp 5 the terrain was fairly 
easy, in fact all the real technical difficulties were still above 
us. It was interesting for purely personal reasons to go as 
high as we did. We had an unquenchable curiosity to leave 
the confines of the Western Cwm and to look over to distant 
ranges. We were also running up personal height records 
which may sound petty, but seemed important at the time, 
for every step above 26,000ft. is a personal test of fitness 
and survival. 
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Above: Mick Burke leaving Camp 5 (tucked under the rock outcrop in the background) with a reel of rope for fixing on the route to Camp 6. 
The Lhotse/ Nuptse ridge is in the background. Below left: Looking across the Rock Band from the vicinity of Camp 6 . The left-hand gully is just 
hidden from view at the top of the snow slope, and emerges on the easier angled slopes above the Rock Band. Below right: Looking directly up the 
suggested left-hand route . The gully divides into two branches. The left one leads up towards the West Ridge but the right one appears to cut round 
behind the Rock Band and emerge above it. The photo is taken from Camp" 5 and the tiny figures at the bottom of the photo are coming up from 
D~~ -
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Above: Nick Estcourt on the small rock step on the Camp 5 to 6 section. The Rock Band looms in the mist above. The route goes diagonally up to 
the obvious snow shoulder on the right. Below left: Looking up the right hand gully from the site of Camp 6. This gully was filled with snow 
during the 1971 attempt but in these conditions it would have presented rock-climbing difficulties of at least Severe standard. Below right: A 
long-focus shot showing the route from Camp 5 to Camp 6 and the possible lines above this point, the left dotted line crosses the snow corridor from 
the suggested left-hand gully. The so-called escape route goes round the skyline low on the right and traverses the South Face to gain the Original 
Route. All photos in this feature by Doug Scott. 
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A Modest Proposal· 
by Joe Kelsey 

• First published in the Vulgarian 
Digest, Vol 1. Spring 1970. 

"This isn 't a people's park: it's a National Park" Yosemite Ranger to Claude Suh/ 

Everyone knows that National Parks have problems. But the 
exact nature of these problems, usually described only in 
terms of crowd size, was in the past unclear. To define the 
matter accurately, an in-depth survey was made last 
summer in many parks. The first questionnaire in Yosemite, 
as an example, yielded the following results : 

What did you like best about Yosemite? 
Cliffs and rock formations 0% 
Rivers, streams and lakes 1 % 
Trees and other flora 0% 
Waterfalls . . . . . . 8% 
Other . . . . . . . . .91% 

What did you most dislike? 
Crowds . . . . . . . 0% 
Noise . . . . . . . . 1% 
Lack of naturalist activities 2% 
Traffic . . . . 1 % 
Other . . . . . . . . .96% 

Did you enjoy your visit? 
Yes . . . . 13% 
No ... . 87% 

Do you plan to visit the park again? 
Yes . . . .78% 
No .. . . 22% 

Two conclusions can be drawn from the results : (1) the 
taxpayer has a right to expect more from his National Parks, 
and (2) the questionnaire was not well worded. A man 
who came to the Visitor Centre put it this way : "Somebody 
goofed. The things I liked are listed as dislikes, and the 
things I disliked as likes." He explained: 'The river is too 
cold, the trees and cliffs block the view, and the waterfalls 
are boring . But the crowds .. . great people . . . this man 
and his wife from Davenport, Iowa ... " 

From the lessons of the first survey, a second was prepared. 
People were asked to list the things they would be most 
likely to tell their friends to come and see, and the things 
they would most like to see changed or improved. The most 
popular answers to the first question were : 

1. The tree you can drive your car through . 
2. The garbage dump, with the bears. 
3. Souvenir shops and the selection of postcards. 
4 . Competent law enforcement. 
5. The Swiss guides scal ing El Capitan. 

The replies most common to the second query were : 

1. Get rid of the hippies. 
2. Reinstitute the firefall. 
3. Dam the river for boating and water-skiing. 
4. Clear more forests . 
5. Pave the campground . 

Surveys in other parks yielded similar results . Common replies 
considered to be significant were : 

1. Visitors to Yellowstone think Old Faithful is too 
irregular. 

2. People like the Tetons because the view of the 
mountains is just like the postcards. 

3. The dam in Glen Canyon is considered by many to 
be the top scenic attraction in the West. 

4. The glaciers in Mt. Rainer and Glacier Parks are 
inaccessible and get people's feet wet and cold. 

5. Boating facilities in Grand Canyon are inadequate. 
6. Many visitors to Mt. Rushmore feel Thomas Jefferson 

was a Communist. Others feel he was a racist pig . 
7. In Grand Teton, Mt. Rainier and other parks, there 

is no way to get to the tops of the mountains. 

8. In Olympic and Sequoia Parks, in particular, tourists 
find the vegetation monotonous. 

9. Many people complain about the lack in one park of 
some feature found in another park: for instance, the 
absence of glaciers in Canyonlands or cactus at 
Crater Lake. 

10. People everywhere complain of seeing nothing due to 
rain on the one day they have to do the park. 

A committee appointed to evaluate the questionnaires and 
present recommendations includes a Presidential adviser, 
an official in the Department of the Interior, another 
spokesman for the oil industry, the president of a logging 
company, a law-enforcement officer, a public relations man, 
an urban planner and a Negro. 

These men saw that the present National Parks are archaic 
and badly arranged, and that the one viable solution is to 
create a new series of true national parks, the scenic 
attractions designed around the accommodations, rather 
than vice versa. As one member, who asked not to be 
quoted, said : " It is incredible that the most powerful 
nation on the face of the earth makes so much fuss about 
places where the location of facilities had to be dictated 
by the topography of the surroundings." 

It was decided to construct one new park and operate it as 
a test project. If successful , several more will be created 
throughout the country. Although the only consideration in 
locating a park is accessibility from population centres, the 
committee felt that given the current political climate of 
fiscal restraint, the taxpayer would more easily accept the 
proposal if the park were located where land is already 
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available, and some of the more expensive scenic features 
are already existent. Future parks will be located so as to 
create jobs and bring business to an area. 

Hetch Hetchy Valley was the site selected for several 
reasons : (1) the land is already part of Yosemite National 
Park, (2) a dam and waterfalls exist at the site, (3) no 
shrill objections are anticipated from conservationists, 
since they had their say when the valley was dammed fifty 
years ago, (4) a redwood tree need be transported only a 
short distance, (5) it is easily reached by residents of our 
most populous state, and (6) the name conveys a rugged 
wilderness image. 

According to plans, construction will begin next summer, 
with the clearing of trees and vegetation, and the paving of 
the entire valley floor except for a marked nature trail, ¼ mile 
long and 10 feet wide. Scaffolding will be erected in the 
distance behind both sides of the valley for the backdrops, 
on which will be painted scenes from the Swiss Alps. 

On the south side blasting will begin for the blue ice 
grotto, with refrigeration and bats installed in 1974 ; and on 
the cliffs of the north side, carving of the four faces will 
begin . This latter project would start immediately were it 
not that the selection of persons to be represented is held 
up in Congressional committee. John and Robert Kennedy 
seem certain of a place, and the Nixon administration feels 
it has the votes to include an astronaut and a football 
player, but certain Eastern congressmen concerned about 
re-election are pushing the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
while usually reliable sources say the President promised 
Sen. Thurmond a white Southerner for his support in the 
election. It ~eems likely the number of faces wilt eventually 
be very large indeed. 

In 1974 the schedule calls for the demarcation and 
numbering on the pavement of parking lots and camp sites, 
construction of the natural arch, the aerial tram and ski 
lodge, the geyser (which will erupt hourly from 10.0 a.m. 
to 6.0 p.m.), the boat docks, the volcano (material will be 
available from all the bulldozing operations) , planting of the 
cactus, laying of the pipes to heat the lake, and 
transportation of a redwood from Tuolumne Grove (the 
Governor of California has pointed out that if a person has 
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seen one redwood, he has seen them all) to the park 
entrance in time to hollow it and build the road through it. 
Late in 1974 holds will be cut and eyebolts placed in the 
sheer cliff where the Swiss guides wilt scale. On the 
recommendation of Grand Teton Park officials, no other 
climbing wilt be permitted. The snowmaking machine 
will begin operation, so that the glacier will extend to the 
valley by the anticipated opening of the park in 1975. 

Only minor projects wilt remain for the Spring of 1975. 
Logs for the firefalt wilt be moved to the top of Kalona 
Rock. Bears will be brought from other parks and fences 
erected to keep them near the campgrounds. Indians will 
be recruited to form the local tribe and their fibreglass 
tepees set up. Horseshit wilt be spread on all trails to 
create an authentic Western air. 

A proposal, not yet authorized, but under advisement, 
would erect a plastic dome over the entire valley to 
guarantee year-round good weather. 

Publicity for the park has not been overlooked. In 1974 a 
series of commercials to be shown on Los Angeles and San 
Francisco television wilt feature happy families watching 
the firefall and feeding bears, and clean-cut rangers 
removing hippie types. As one member, who asked not to 
be quoted said : " The present parks are over-crowded 
without advertising ; imagine what modern marketing 
techniques can do to an area ." The National Geographic 
has promised to devote a full issue to the new park. 

Billboards throughout the park will advertise the scenic 
attractions and tourist facilities : the present small wooden 
signs are archaic. 

The Yosemite Park and Curry Company has generously 
consented to be the concessionaire. A spokesman for the 
company pointed out that since their contract with 
Yosemite Park gives them the option on any new enterprise 
within the present park boundaries, they feel obligated to 
serve the public in the new park. 

To a sceptic who wondered how the new national parks 
would differ from Disneyland, a staff member replied : 
" It's all a matter of how it's marketed : as an amusement 
park or as wilderness." 



Thank you Bentley, and Goodnight 
by Dick Hughes 

If there is one thing in climbing that requires more skill 
and technique than putting up a hard new climb, it is 
writing the route description for the guidebook. The 
cleverest exponents of this subtle art can ensure that a new 
route, however easy, acquires a fearsome reputation. But 
this is a comparatively new development. At one time, 
guidebooks were much more civilized . Take, for example, 
this extract from Bentley Beetham's Borrowdale guide, 
published a mere twenty or so years ago : " ... a groove 
rather than a crack but stern in nature. It leads to a fine 
coign where is a low placed belay and a falcon 's nest" 
(Falconer's Crack, VS) . Now that's a piece of genuinely 
gentlemanly route -finding, written well before the 1953 
edition included it. Perhaps guides should be revised in 
style as well as content from time to time. What would you 
do with this, for instance: "Straight ahead, though hardly 
visible, is a retiring monlith which is climbed by a smooth, 
vertical crack on its right , with good finishing holds but a 
marked shortage of same below" (Monolith Crack, VS) . 
Let's face it, a lot of the lads you find in the Padarn these 
days would have a job to read that, let alone follow the route. 
The changes in guidebook style are not merely literary ; they 
indicate a new underlying attitude towards the sport. The 
old tradition that one climbed in order to achieve some kind 
of personal and spiritual harmony with the mountains is now 
virtually dead, except perhaps amongst that small and 
dwindling band of grizzled old-timers who gather in the 
Pen-y-Pass car park on fine days to stroll up the Miners' 
Track. The only other people who believe that climbing is 
good for the soul are scout troop leaders and television 
commentators. 
Everybody else knows that the contemporary climbing scene 
is a combination of ego, alcohol, competition and, if you 
can get it, sponsorship for the big climbs. In some ways, 
therefore, the modern climber has to be a lot more 
sophisticated and cynical about his methods and motives 
than Bentley Beetham and his mates ever had to be. In 
those days, "an entertaining little climb" meant just that. 
Nowadays, with the advent of the competitive element, it 
usually means a big grip.There is a cool, ironic undercurrent 
in climbing these days, designed to frighten the opposition . 
Consider, for example, Ron James's description of Pinnacle 
Arete: "Ideal for the technically proficient climber with a 
strong sense of survival". 
The emphasis now is not so much on self control as on 
putting oneself at risk. The element of risk is now openly 
admitted, whereas previously it was denied on the grounds 
that sound judgement and an awareness of one's 
limitations eliminated the problem. Listen to Ron James on 
The Mostest: "This fine route lies on Far East Buttress and 
gives very hard climbing on an exposed and steep buttress. 
Protection is good throughout, making it an excellent choice 
for the married hard man". 
Note the element of irony. There is even an implication that 
hard climbers should not be married. This is true, of course, 
in so far as marriage usually puts a stop to risk-taking, 
both in the pubs and on the crags. 
At one time, mountaineering was governed by a gentlemanly 
code of ethics. To be at home in the hills was the 
mountaineer's aim, and there was no shame attached to 
coming down if the going got tough. There were times 
when "giving the mountain best" was a matter of common 
sense; "psyching out" hadn't been thought of in those days. 
We are now at the stage of direct confrontation between 
the climber and his route. Modern techniques have pushed 
climbing to the limits of the possible (and, with the use of 
bolts, into the realm of the pointless). With the arrival of 
advanced engineering techniques some of the wonder of 

climbing seems to have been lost. Perhaps the extra 
concentration required leaves less time for contemplation, or 
perhaps it's just that it's impossible to be both a poet and 
a hard men. 
We have, then, no contemporary Geoffrey Winthrop Young. 
Mountaineering books vary from the descriptive and 
technical (Annapurna South Face ) to the episodic but 
interesting (The Black Cliff) . Somewhere in between are 
books such as The Last Blue Mountain, which are also 
moving and give some insight into the climbers' motives. 
Where do we go from here? Hopefully, with the greater 
concentration and drive required to get up many modern 
routes, we may get a more introspective approach to 
climbing writing . Take, for example, Doug Scott's fine 
article (Mountain 15) on the big Yosemite route he climbed 
with Peter Habeler. In it, he compares the big-wall climber 
with the ascetic - enduring physical and psychological 
hardship and a restricted diet, and thereby enhancing his 
vision of the world . Combined with these reflections is a 
straight description of the climb and an analysis of how he 
overcame an initial resentment of his partner, until all these 
elements are synthesized into a splendid couple of hours of 
walking amongst the pines on top of El Capitan with body 
and mind still fizzing with the sensations induced by 
the route . . . 
Perhaps mountaineering literature is about to escape from 
the practical and return to the lyrical. We have the 
equipment to do the routes ; climbers should now acquire 
the psychological equipment necessary to write about them 
meaningfully. If Doug Scott's work is anything to go by, 
we could be on our way to a genuine literature of 
mountaineering at long last. 

Sherpa Millet Rucksacks 

Recommended by Walter Bonatti, 
Rene Desmaison, Reinhold Messner. 

Compagnie des Guides and E.N.S.A. in Chamonix. 
Supplied to 123 world -wide expeditions. 

Available from all good mountaineering shops. 
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New Books 
Cleare 's and Collomb 's sea cliff book suffers from absurd regional bias. 
Bonington bares his soul and pre-empts critics in second set of memoirs. 

Sea Cliff Climbing in Britain 
by John Cleare and 
Robin Collomb 
Constable: £3.50 
In the 'fifties, sea cliff climbing 
was virtually Cornwall and 
nothing else ; the great surge in 
development on sea cliffs came 
during the 'sixties, is still going 
on and represents what is 
probably the most significant 
development in British climbing 
in recent years. The first book 
devoted entirely to the subject is 
t herefore an important work and 
one which is likely to be taken 
as authoritative. 
There is a chapter on each sea 
cliff climbing area in Britain, 
and straightforward descriptions 
of the cliffs are given. Writing 
of this nature inevitably tends 
to turn into a boring sequence 
of cliff and route names, 
although in this case the authors 
have enlivened the text with 
historical background material, 
with anecdotes drawn from their 
own and others' experiences, 
and with character sketches of 
some of the people involved. 
Each chapter is well supported 
by maps and, as would be 
expected from John Cleare, 
profuse illustrations. Many of 
the photographs are new, but 
some, such as that of the tall 
man in long johns doing 
Traverse of the Gods at Swanage, 
suffer from over-familiarity. 
Introductory sections to each 
chapter provide invaluable 
information for visitors, with 
notes on access, camping, 
regulations, and so on. The 
blurb on the flysheet also 
promises information on tides, 
but no further guidance is 
given in this respect. 
The work that has been put 
into the book is impressive; the 
authors mention a 1,000 mile 
round-trip for an obligatory 
visit to a "secondary climbing 
location" . However, gaps are 
evident in this extensive research. 
There is not even a passing 
mention of the cliffs at Aberdour 
near Edinburgh, or of Dumbarton 
Rock near Glasgow; both areas, 
due to their proximity to large 
centres of population, are 
certainly as significant as the 
Sussex chalk cliffs - a minority 
interest if ever there was one. 
Other areas have received only 
cursory inspection, as is the 
case with Baggy Point which is 
dismissed for its indifferent rock. 
The cliff may not live up to the 
high praise it received a few 
year ago, but it is slowly 
becoming recognised for having 
a large number of reasonable 
routes on sound rock. 
While the authors are not 
obliged to describe each cliff 
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with the same partiality, some 
areas get much better treatment 
than others. At Swanage, 
interesting details are related 
of John Cleare's own (not 
inconsiderable} part in the 
exploration there, to the 
exclusion of any serious mention 
of extensive recent developments. 
Torbay is given the full 
treatment and, apart from being 
the only area for which the 
authors have nominated 
"Introductory Classics" , eighteen 
climbs are recommended by 
name. Likewise at Bosigran, 
fourteen climbs are named, 
while the rest of West Penwith 
can only summon up a mere 
four climbs worthy of mention! 
It would be wrong to lay too 
much store by such dry 
statistics, but they do serve 
to show that the authors' likes 
and dislikes are never far from 
the surface. Nowhere is this 
more clear than in the case of 
Anglesey, where the authors 
state that their objective is to 
put " ... the Anglesey sea cliffs 
. . . into perspective in the context 
of modern coastal climbing .. . " 
The conclusion that they draw 
on what is generally thought 
to be the best sea cliff climbing 
in Britain is summed up in their 
statement that "sea cliff 
climbers . .. do not hold 
Anglesey in high esteem". The 
routes are too hard, the 
surroundings too austere, the 
rock "very uneven in texture" 
and, above all, the cliffs were 
not developed in the true (non
competitive!) sea cliff climbing 
traditions : "A prime feature of 
the cliffs was the sea, and 
climbers went there despite it 
not because of it". 
For good measure, the authors 
throw in a spirited attack on 
the Llanberis social scene : "In 
the psychiatrist's paradise of 
Llanberis and Deiniolen, 
development had become patchy 
the consumption of beer rose in 
bars now commandeered and 
degraded by unruly climbers, and 
energies were expended in 
various unsavoury directions 
commonly pointing to a catch 
phrase of the age ; the 
permissive society". 
Convincing arguments are put 
forward to refute the charge 
that sea-cliff climbs are 'fun 
climbs'. There is little doubt 
that sea cliffs can be very 
serious' indeed. However, it is 
unlikely that many of the skills 
quoted as contributing to the 
unique nature of sea cliff 
climbing (swimming, landing 
from small boats, studying the 
theory of wave patterns) are 
ever used by the average sea 
cliff patron. For such climbers 

there is little relevance in the 
statement that "all sea cliff 
climbing . .. needs an ethical 
and material technique of its 
own ... " Most climbers are 
interested in doing good routes, 
and if the surroundings are good 
and the approach interesting, so 
much the better ; whether the 
authors like it or not, for most 
people the ethics and techniques 
are the same, wherever the 
cliff. The statement quoted 
above may have application to 
the more esoteric aspects of 
" coastal climbing", sea stack 
climbing and sea level 
traversing, but to extend such 
standards to cover the more 
conventional forms of sea cliff 
climbing (routes to the top of 
the cliff) is taking it too far. 
Such standards are irrelevant, 
for example, at Bosigran Main 
Face which, at 300ft. above the 
sea, is surely the most inland 
of sea cliffs. 
This book provides a fund of 
useful information for anyone 
looking for new climbing areas, 
particularly those living in, 
or south of, the Midlands ; it 
might even turn a few 
conventional climbers on to sea 
stack climbing or sea cliff 
traversing. Taken individually, 
many of the chapters make 
entertaining reading, though 
this is not a book to be read 
from cover to cover. But, 
however it is read, the authors' 
perspective of the sea cliffs 
they describe should not be 
taken too seriously, and the 
Anglesey chapter is strictly 
for laughs! 
Bob Moulton 

The Next Horizon 
by Chris Bonington 
Gollancz: £3.80 

Maybe in mountaineering as well 
as in the rest of British society 
the cult of the stony-faced, 
quick-fisted hardman is at last 
on the way out. If it is, then 
perhaps the opaque mystique
building of the climbing idols 
will disappear also, or at least 
become less prominent. That, at 
least, is the impression gained 
from this second volume of Chris 
Bonington's memoirs. From 
beginning to end, the clash 
between the individualistic 
traditions of British climbing 
and the need for-co-operation 
in larger scale projects is 
apparent. 
A much mellowed Bonington is 
revealed. Not that competition 
is eschewed. Indeed its 
terminology persists throughout 
the book in the frequent 
references to the healthy spirit 
of competition (is it part of the 

dance of our chromosomes?) ; 
but the reader quickly realizes 
that in the face of truly 
formidable questions of success 
or survival there is scope for 
profitable alliance with the 
opponent or with competing 
teams (as occurred in the Winter 
Direct on the Eiger) . Competition, 
as the author implies, can be 
afforded and is stimulating 
within the bounds of gamesman
ship, in the search for new 
British climbs or the snatching 
of some first ascent abroad. 
But it is not worth a single 
life, as indeed it is dubious 
whether any mountaineering 
feat is worth that high cost. In 
this context the playful 
competition of Tom Patey is 
remembered, though the extent 
to which this was a direct 
response to the author's own 
most highly developed 
competitive spirit is not. But 
just as Patey was prepared to 
poke fun at himself, so, in a 
more serious manner 
characteristic of his personality, 
the 1973 Bonington reveals far 
more of himself than before. 
The 'thruster' has travelled the 
road to success, despite some 
bleak troughs and personal 
tragedy of a most intense kind . 
From his privileged position he 
can more readily debate 
mistakes, fears and loves. 
Self-revelation is unusual in 
post-war climbing literature, 
and greatness does not thrive on 
revelations of human frailty . 
But Bonington steps from the 
pedestal, reveals major conflicts 
and fears, philosophizes on nuts 
but admits to his guilt, sees 
many of his climbing strengths 
and weaknesses, and enters into 
the debate on commercialization 
of which this book is an aspect. 
Yet he admits the unforgivable, 
the enjoyment of some of these 
commercial situations. After all, 
what could have been more 
pleasant than that week on Hoy? 
And the pleasure came over to 
the viewers. For a professional 
there can be no better defence. 
Arm-chair mountaineers and 
sturdy, never-reveal-the-pain 
climbers may see these as the 
confessions of a climber grown 
soft with family toils and fat 
on the spoils of war. The 
rugged may dislike a nature
romanticism which can cloy and 
which certainly cannot match the 
translated naivety of Kurt 
Diem burger's Summits and 
Secrets. They may wish for more 
do-or-die drama, and distrust 
the quick shifts into the present 
tense which doubtless fall flat 
on occasions. But perhaps this 
is because they lack such 
feelings themselves or distrust 



Exhaustive Macinnes rescue advice. 
Feeble German 1Hazards' book. 

their revelation . Maybe they 
should be glad to find that the 
pressure to get the book finished, 
the financial worries and the 
family ties cannot stop the 
real enthusiast, and that the 
loss of close friends cannot 
kill the spirit for ever. 
Photographs are numerous, but 
they suffer inevitably by 
comparison with the magnificent 
Annapurna book, and include 
relatively little that the addict 
will find entirely new; there 
is not really such a lot of 
climbing photography. There 
are a few fine colour plates. 
For those with broad interests 
the story itself is interesting 
enough. It says a good deal 
about some of the most lively 
spirits or advanced 
mountaineering in this era, and 
much too of the atmosphere of a 
period when Britain developed 
her climbing as an export 
product. Bonington's progress 
from individualist-alpinist to 
entrepeneur-organizer requiring 
co-operation in the fulfilment 
of his plans is symptomatic of 
the responses of a vigorous and 
adaptable personality. Whatever 
the 'next horizon', those who 
wish to climb so widely and to 
survive in our society are going 
to be forced into similar traits. 
Paul Nunn 

International Mountain 
Rescue Handbook 
by Hamish Macinnes 
Constable: £3.50 

As one might expect from an 
expert who has received honours 
for his work in this field, 
Macinnes has produced a very 
comprehensive instruction 
manual. This is not a book for 
which one would burn the 
midnight oil. It is printed in a 
similar style to the R.A.F. 
mountain rescue handbook, 
although the text is more 
personal, even 'chatty' in 
places; the many photos, charts, 
graphs and diagrams are a mine 
of information. 
The title of 'International' is 
certainly justified, although I 
doubt whether the Alpine 
countries, jealous of their own 
experts, will translate the work. 
A pity, for the book assembles a 
lot that is relevant between two 
covers. 
Many of the diagrams are copies 
from other works. This is 
admitted on the folder. The 
tragsitz rescuer still looks 
unhappy and the R.A.F. man 
carrying a spool keeps his 
benign smile. Some of the 
illustrations, particularly of 
improvised ski stretchers, do 
not show clearly the necessary 

detail, while the reef knot is 
definitely not! 
The order of chapters is some
what illogical. One starts off 
reading about snow structure, 
but not until 150 pages later 
does one find out about ski 
rescue. In several instances 
the reader has to bear with the 
inappropriateness of the 
publisher's layout (such as up 
to half-a-dozen pages of 
pictorial material trespassing 
into a paragraph) , along with a 
few printers· errors. 
I was sorry to read that the 
author calls the standard 
British method of stretcher 
lowering 'old ' . That it is, but 
it has the beauty of simplicity 
and allows the average rock 
climber, be he M .L.C., R.A.F. 
rescue, civilian team or weekend 
club member to give assistance 
in a cliff lower. We seem to be 
getting away from the tradition 
that mountaineers should be 
competent to deal with an 
incident using M .R.C . post 
equipment. 
It is in the final chapter that 
the author introduces new 
techniques to British mountain 
rescue. Technical to a point, 
these methods have little place 
on the average-sized British 
crag. However, with the advent 
of big sea cliff climbing, 
cableways and upward lift 
systems will have to be 
included in the skills of rescue 
teams. Comments such as .. . 
"with practice the safe working 
loads and angles can be judged 
by a competent rescuer with 
some engineering knowledge" . . . 
suggest that mountain rescue is 
moving into a new dimension. 
It would seem that those willing 
to give their time to rescue work 
need at least ·o· level mechanics. 
Agreed, these methods are used 
in Alpine and other ranges, and 
Macinnes has used them to 
effect evacuations in Scotland ; 
but when it appears that team 
leaders are required to have 
tangent tables one begins to 
wonder. 
Nevertheless, this book will be 
of value to a variety of 
mountaineers. The alpinist on 
his first visit will gain a few 
pointers. With thought and two 
companions he may even save 
his injured friend the usual large 
continental rescue fee. The club 
member would do well to digest 
some of the general information, 
while for those who are in any 
way connected with a rescue 
team it will be their next present 
from that favourite aunt. 
K. C. Gordon 

Hazards in Mountaineering 
by Wilhelm Paulcke and 
Helmut Dumler 
Kaye & Ward: £2.90 

As one who spends some time in 
attempting to teach the hazards 
of mountaineering, I suppose I 
should welcome this book. It is, 
however, an updated version of 
an earlier German manual, and 
contc:1ins almost nothing new. 
For any ardent climber 
assembling a library of 
English mountaineering 
publications this translation 
will be superfluous. 
Throughout the length of the 
book one has to remind oneself 
of the title. Too often one 
recalls that it has all been 
written before, while in places 
it is little more than a physical 
geography text book. 
Wagnerian phrases such as "a 
winter ascent can never be 
regarded as pleasure" relieve 
the tedious prose, although the 
whole is rescued by occasional 
variation in the colour of the 
print. The photographs are 
black and white, except for the 
one on the cover. Some are 
interesting, others are small, 
poky or pointless. 
I recently overheard a lecturer 
at a college of physical 
education state that in the 
college reference room the 
mountaineering section took 
up more shelf space than any 
other subject. It is time 
publishers realized that famous 
names, glossy covers and 
quarto-size photographs around 
a needless discourse only 
results in the prostitution of the 
mountains. Enough is enough, 
before others fall into the trap. 
K. C. Gordon 

Ascent 1972 
Edited by Roper, Steck, 
Tejada-Flores and Roberts 
Sierra Club: $3.00 

"The one journal you'd hate to 
spill a cup of coffee on", says 
David Roberts in a very amusing 
feature in which he reviews the 
editors of American climbing 
magazines (perhaps someone 
could do the same for the 
British scene!); he goes on to 
refer to Ascent's" . .. doom
saying about the future 
juxtaposed with a maudlin glory 
ethic of the purity of toughness" . 
There is plenty of the former 
though not much of the latter in 
this issue. 
Yvon Chouinard and Lita 
Tejada-Flores supply thought
provoking contributions on the 
general theme of over-population. 
Chouinard tentatively suggests 
boycotting climbing shops that 
sell bolt gear, whereas Tejada-

Flores argues that you should 
create your own "wilderness 
experience" by choosing the 
less populated routes or cliffs . 
As if to support this argument, 
the issue includes Jeff Lowe's 
guide to the Zion National Park, 
with inviting photographs of 
massive unclimbed walls. The 
wilderness theme is also strong 
in an evocative piece from 
Galen Rowell on the first ascent 
of the North Face of West 
Howser Tower on the wild 
side of the Bugaboos. 
Reprinted articles from elsewhere 
and from previous issues seem 
to be a strong feature of Ascent, 
and again the editors have 
chosen wisely. In particular, 
'An Early Ascent of Half Dome·, 
by Phimister Proctor, provides 
exciting reading; written in 
contemporary style (1883), 
some incredible antics are 
described. 
There are two fictional / 
humorous contributions, from 
Tom Higgins and Ian Rowe ; 
though probably not to every
one's taste, these are well worth 
sampling. Coincidentally, the 
climax of both stories involves 
top climbers taking to flying 
(unaided) as a logical ( ?) 
conclusion to hard climbing -
there must be other themes to 
write about. 
Can a magazine of this nature, 
costing about as much as a 
guidebook, be recommended 
unreservedly to any except the 
most interested British 
climbers? Obviously, few 
British climbers are going to 
buy every English language 
climbing journal available, or 
even those that are reviewed on 
these pages. Despite 
contributions in this issue from 
British climbers John Cleare 
and Ian Rowe, the journal has 
an unashamedly Californian 
bias (many of the contributors 
are Ascent regulars), but it does 
provide articles capable of 
arousing interest in those with 
little or no knowledge of the 
subject. Combined with the 
high quality of production, this 
makes Ascent a good buy for 
any British climber interested 
in the philosophical trends in 
climbing and in good writing. 
Bob Moulton 

This journal can be obtained in 
the U.K. from: Gastons Alpine 
Books, 134 Kenton Road, 
Harrow, Middlesex. 
Price £1 .80 (post paid) 
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Letters 
Holze/ berates Sir Percy Wyn Harris for 1 vindictive pettyfoggery 1

• 

The Mallory and Irvine Enigma 

from Tom Holze/ 

Sir, 
The rancorous bombast and 
vindictive pettyfoggery of Sir 
Percy Wyn Harris's attack 
(Mountain 21) on my article on 
Mallory and Irvine (Mountain 17) 
is astounding . 
Harris has so completely misread 
its intent as a plot to malign 
an entire generation of British 
climbers (to which his name 
illustriously belongs) that one 
wonders if an explanation is 
even possible . 
But if we can dismiss the 
personal vilification of the 
author and examine the small 
factual balance which remains, 
we see that the key element of 
my theory - the use of oxygen -
is still not accepted with any 
grace by Sir Percy and his peers. 
Sir Percy is simply sore at me 
fo r asserting that he would have 
been better off using oxygen 
than claiming how "aware of its 
value" he was. If he despises my 
claim that no one, including he, 
can ascend above 28,000ft. on 
Everest without the use of 
oxygen, let him provide some 
tittle of evidence. I certainly 
have provided more than that to 
indicate that such a feat is not 
practicable. 
I am excoriated for disagreeing 
with Dr. Green's estimation that 
climbers without oxygen can be 
in good enough condition to 
climb Mt. Everest from 28,000ft ; 
yet, Harris will have Mallory and 
Irvine, who did use oxygen, 
climb the same territory in "the 
last desperate assa u It of a 
gruelling expedition". 
Sir Percy does not like my climb
rate graph - probably because it 
offends the pre-war shibboleth 
that Everest could be climbed 
without oxygen - so he simply 
dismantles it. Then, after all the 
smoke has cleared, Sir Percy 
offers the reader his own theory, 
which puts Mallory on the 
summit via - surprise - the 
Harris/ Wager route, conveniently 

omitting fifty per cent of the 
hard evidence (Odell's sighting 
of the two climbers). 
John Paine's excellent 
assessment on the other hand, 
shows a great deal of careful 
analysis and certainly merits the 
attention of all those who are 
seriously interested in determining 
the actual fate of Mallory and 
Irvine. Wager, Smythe and Odell 
have all been intrigued with the 
possibility of turning the 
second step on the south-east 
side. Both Paine and I seized on 
Wager's observation of this 
possibility and include it in 
our hypotheses. 
But the most surprising result 
of all three articles is the 
complete about-face they have 
caused in our assessment of 
Mallory's and Irvine's chances 
of having reached the summit. I 
join John Paine in hoping that 
the Chinese will permit a North 
Col expedition to return for 
conclusive evidence of Mallory's 
and Irvine's soul -stirring attempt. 
Yours etc., 
Thomas M . Holzel 
(New York City) 

Leave ethics to the individual 

from K. R. Burn 

Dear Sir, 
In recent issues there have been 
heated discussions on ethics in 
climbing - I would just like to 
add the views of an average 
climber. 
Personally I'm not greatly 
shocked to read that Pete Livesey 
has abseiled down one of his 
new XS's before climbing it -
and I don't expect Napes Needle 
will topple down with disgust. 
Yet guide book editors whisper 
about "bad form" etc . Perhaps 
they will only accept these new 
routes if they can see a film of 
the ascent (with action replay of 
course) - perhaps we could 
persuade Jimmy Hill to spotlight 
any dubious tactics and pro 
fessional fouls . As for the general 
controversy over artifiviality - I 
don't see why Mountain and 
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Fine Secondhand Books on Mountaineering Ski-ing and 
allied topics for sale. 
Write for free list to: 
6 Stanhope Gdns. Harringay London ~4. 1 HT. 

THE BIG MOUNTAIN COUNTRY U.K. 
(Scotland of course) is where you ' ll find us. From our comfortable 
base in a large country house w e run courses for SMLTB, rock 
climbing, general mountaineering and rescue - all year. 

LOCH Ell CENTRE 
by Fort William, Inverness-shire Tel. Corpach 320 

other magazines should keep the 
general climbing conscience. 
What constitutes artificiality is 
very arbitary - and I think it 
should be left to the personal 
conscience . So a bloke should be 
free to climb with only faith and 
a jock-strap or with 500 bolts 
and a mini-compressor - after 
all he's got to live with himself. 
So let's leave armchair (or even 
penthouse) moralising to the 
likes of Mary Whitehouse . 
Yours etc. , 
K. R. Burn, (London N.W.1) 

The mythical dangers of 
Little Orme's Head 

from Rev. Bob Shepton 

Dear Sir, 
I eagerly scanned the Letters' 
column on receipt of Mountain 
25 to see whether any of the 
experts had seen fit to comment 
on the article in the previous 
issue on the Little Orme. 
Unfortunately nobody has, so 
perhaps someone of more 
moderate ability might be allowed 
to do so, and having done some 
five or six routes down there 
perhaps I cannot be accused of 
undue bias. I did feel , however, 
that the article was misleading, 
or at least too discouraging. To 
say that "there is nothing 
obvious about either the quality 
of the climbing or the lines of the 
routes" when there are climbs of 
the quality of Rapunzel and 
Rabble Rouser within the scope 
of ordinary climbers must surely 

make nonsense of the whole 
issue. There cannot be many 
places where you can pull over an 
intimidating overhang on big jugs 
200ft. above the sea and still 
have three cruxes left on a line 
going practically as straight as 
a die to the top, nor where the 
natural line takes you on a 100ft. 
V.S. traverse under a roof above 
a wall plunging apparently sheer 
250ft. into the sea . Once you 
get onto the climbs it seems that 
the quality of both the climbing 
and of the lines is tremendous. 
I feel also that perhaps too much 
was made of the difficulty of 
access. There is really only 
one serious abseil and, as it is, 
not many people seem to be put 
off by having to abseil into Wen 
Zawn on Gogarth for instance. 
And if it does add a little to the 
seriousness then surely this only 
adds to the challenge and 
enjoyment. 
Lastly may I be permitted to add 
that much of my own climbing 
on the Little Orme has been done 
in the company of 16-year old 
schoolboys. It cannot really be 
too forbidding then, can it? 
Yours etc., 
Bob Shepton (Llandudno) 

MOUNTAIN - INDEXES AND BACK NUMBERS 
The index for Mountains 1 3 to 24 is now available and is being circulated to sub
scribers with this issue. Anyone wishing to obtain a copy of this index. before binding. 
should send us 15p(overseas 20p or 50 cents U.S.) together with an addressed 
envelope (8½''x4¼"). Indexes for Mountains 1 to 12 are still available at the same terms. 
We suggest that interested readers get their magazines bound professionally, in sets of 
twelve. We do not offer an easy-binder service. 

The only back numbers still available are: 
Mountain 11 Cerro Torre. West Face: Aliester Crowley, Californian Ice. 
Mountain 21 Climbing in the N. E. United States : Soloing in the Alps; Grandes 

Jorasses in winter. 
Mountain 22 Recent Himalayan Climbs; Carn more Crag : the Big Walls of Baffin 

Island; Interview with Riccardo Cassin. 

These are available at 30p(35p or $1.25p overseas) post paid. 
All orders to: Mountain Magazines Ltd., 30 Collingwood Avenue, London N.10 

GLENCOE MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOL 
April to October, basic and advanced rock-climbing 
courses. Classic routes on Buachaille Etive Mor, the 
Etive Slabs and Ben Nevis. 

Brochure from: 
Glencoe Mountaineering School, Glencoe, Argyll, Scotland 

CLOG. TROLL. PECK. MOUNTAIN EQU IPM ENT. PO INT- FIVE. 
TENSON. MOAC. HE NRI-LLOYD. KASTI NG ER . VANGO and 
ULTIMATE EQU IPMENT. J ust a few of the top names to be found on 
our equipment at the leading cl imbing store in North-East Lancashire. 

J and J KIRKHAM 9-11 Higher Church Street, Blackburn, 
Lanes. Tel. 0254. 57688 

also at 159 St. James' Street. Tel. 0282.34461 . 



The Bivouac 
for mountaineering 
equipment 

THE BIVOUAC 
56 North Parade, 
Matlock Bath, Matlock, 
Derbyshire. DE4 3NS 

tel. Matlock 3750 

Rick White's o D I N 
EQUIPMENT COMPANY 

Australia's climbing equipment specialist. 
Agent for: Chouinard, Troll, Moac, Leeper, Point Five, 

SEAB, Mammut. Specialized service throughout 
AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND 

P.O. Box 12, Toowong, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. 

COME CAMPING, CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEONESBURY. Tel. 021-556 0802 
½ mile from M5 & M6 (& M1 from Dec. 71 ). Ample free parking, 

list of routes and street map free and with pleasure. 

(We also have an indoor Ski School). 

Some people 
need a little to 
do a lot ... 

Some people 
want a lot to 

do a little ... 

Some people don't l<now what 
they want or what to do! 

The first group usually know exactly what they need and rely on 
US to SU pply it. 
The second group tell us what they want and rely on us to supply 
it. 
The people that don ' t know can also rely on us to get the best deal. 
The benefit of our years of climbing and walking experience used 
to help them select exactly what they need, to best enjoy the ir 
sport. 
The equipment we charge for - the advice is free. 

CEDTRESPURT 
40 Woodhouse Lane, Merrion Centre, Leeds 2. 

Tel: Leeds 31024. 

T&E maunTRID S&UP 
7 Snowhill, Queens Way, Birmingham 4. 

Tel: (021) 236-6816. 

FRRDH DRUIES 
Ambleside. Tel: Ambleside 2297. 
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mountaineering 
equigp,ent 
suppliers 
The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
N.S.W : Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd. {C), 
222 Pacific Highway. 
Tel. 476.3242. 
N.S.W: Chatswood 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd . (C), 
399 Victoria Avenue. 
Tel. 41 2.3372. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Odin Equipment Company, 
P.O. Box 12, Toowong, 4066. 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428. 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty. Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. 

CANADA 
Calgary, Alberta 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensinton Road, N.W., 41. 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 
Vancouver, B.C. 
ABC of Canada, 
1822 West 4th Avenue, 9. 
Tel. 604.731.4018. 

EI RE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut, 
22 Sandymount Green, 
Sandymount, 4. (C) (M). 
Tel. 01.694983. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Oscar A. Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Street, 1. 
Tel. 74.646. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157. 
Amble side 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S), 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Bangor 
Arvons, 
216 High Street. 
Tel. 0248.3849. 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
High Street. 
Tel. 024.882.401. 
Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S), 
7 Snowhill, Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd . (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643.5180. 
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Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27 /29 Martineau Square. 
Tel. 021.236.9383. 
Blackburn 
J and J Kirkham (C), 
9-11 Higher Church Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S), 
117 Bradshawgate. 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
71 a Godwin Street. 
Tel. 0274.21998. 
Brighton 
Sports and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
138 Western Road (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874. 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Broughton-in- Furness, Lanes. 
Mountain Centre, 
Brade Street. Tel. 461. 
(open until 8 p.m.) 
Burnley 
J. and J. Kirkham, 
159 St. James' Street. 
Tel. 0282.34461. 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre, 
22 High Street (C) (M). 
Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham (M) (S), 
Mountain Centre. 
Tel. Capel Curig 232. 
Cardiff 
U.D.A. Mountaineering, 
52 Cowbridge Road East, 
Canton. Tel. 0222.22710. 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01.688.2667. 
Darlington 
J . Clementson (Darlington) Ltd., 
29 Higti North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 
Derby 
Prestidge (S), 
350 Normanton Road. 
Tel. 0332.42245. 

Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. 
Tel. 0302.67755 (C) (S). 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S), 
Tel. 0382.24501-2. 
Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso (M), 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031 .556.1723. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S), 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 . 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245. 
Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041 .221.4531 / 2. 
G rantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports (S), 
47 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Groombridge: Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Main Street (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684). 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524. 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 
Leeds 
Centres port, 
Frank Davies, Dave Clarke, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.33045. 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
105 London Road. 
Tel. 0533.25235. 
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex 
Mountain Safety Research, 
35 Progress Road. 
Tel. 0702.523262. 
Mail order (Ice Axes) only. 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1. 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 
London 
Pindisports (S), 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1 . 
Tel. 01.242.3278. 
London, Acton. 
Pindisports (S), 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01 .992.6642. 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel . 01.723.5252. 
London 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd. (S), 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01.839.1722. 

London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
309 Brampton Road, S.W.1. 
Tel. 01 .584.7766. (S) (M). 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S), 
6/14 Cathedral Street,-4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 . 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A . Sports & Camping Co. (C), 
15 Station Road. 
Tel. 061.748.6408. 
Manchester, Eccles 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
112 Liverpool Road. 
Tel. 061 .789.6044. 
Manchester 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
211 Deansgate 2. 
Tel. 061 .834.7278. 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd . (S) , 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S), 
227 / 229 Westgate Road. 
Tel. 0632.23903. 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561. 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
1 Canning Circus. 
Tel. 0602.47230. 
Oakham: Rutland 
Sport and Leather, 
Market Place. 
Tel. 0572.2123. 
Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
1 7 Tu rl Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portsmouth 
Safari, The Tricorn . 
Tel. 0705.29410. 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793. 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
Mountaineering Equipment, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018. 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Base Camp (C), 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros. (C) (MHS), 
35 Market Place. 
Tel. 021.556.0802. 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S), 
Tel. 021 .553.1670. 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/5 King Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012. 



York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

UNITED STATES 
Arizona: Flagstaff, 
Grand Canyon 
Village Sports Den, 
7 N. Leroux, 86001 . 
Tel. 602.774.2271 . (C) (M ) (S). 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 
94705. (S) (C) . 
Tel. 415.548.1371 . 

California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1700 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel. 415.845.8600. (S) (C) (M ). 

California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. (C) (M). 
Tel. 408.374.7777. 

California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A16 -2. 

California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M} (S). 

California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631 . 
(C} (M) (S). 
Tel. 213.691 .5919. 

California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 714.934.2423. 

California: Palmdale 
Dan's Skiing and 
Mountaineering Shop, 
38600 North Sierra Highway, 
93550. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 805.947.5755. 

California: San Diego 
San Diego Ski Chalet and 
Mountain Shop, 
4004 Sports Arena Blvd., 
93401. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.224.3439. 

California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews Sports, 
840 B Street, 92101. (C) (M ) (S). 
Tel. 714.232.2167. 

California: San Luis Obispo 
Mountain Sports, 
858 Higuera Street, 
93401. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 805.544.7141 . 

California: Santa Maria 
Mountain Transit Authority, 
223 So. Broadway, 93454. 
Tel. 805.922.8271. (C) (M ) (S). 

California: Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 
91356 (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 213.881 . 5111. 

California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
Chouinard Equipment Company, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.3528. 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 
80302. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303.442.8355. 

Colorado : Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) , 
80517. Tel. 303.586.2492. 

Colorado : Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
118 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M} . 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall, 83704. 
Tel. 208.376.3731. (S) (C) . 

Idaho : Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
302 N. Jackson, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M ) (S). 

Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122. 83353. (S) . 
Tel. 208.726.3808. 

Massachusetts : Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue 
02215. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 617.254.4250. 

Massachusetts: Hadley 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
Route 9, Amherst/ Hadley Line, 
01002. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 413.253.9504. 

Massachusetts : Wellesley 
The Mountain Shop, 
189 Linden Street (C) (M) (S}. 
02181 . Tel. 617.237.2645. 

N.H: North Conway 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
Main Street, 03860. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 603.356.5433. 

N.H: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 603.745.2767. 

New York : Ardsley 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
725 Saw Mill River Road, 
10502. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 914.693.6160. 

New York : New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, N.Y. 12561 . (S) . 
Tel. 914.255.1311. 

Vermont: Ferri sburg 
Dakin's Vermont, 
Mountain Shop, Rt. 7, 
05456. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 802.877.2936. 

Virginia: Oakton 
Appalachain Outfitters, 
2930 Chain Bridge Road, 
Box 11 , 22124. (C) (M) . 
Tel. 703.281.4324. 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M ) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow·s Nest, 
5501 Roosevelt Way, N.E., 
98105. 

Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 
99220. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 509.328.5020. 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. (C} (M) (S) . 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001 . 
Tel. 307.733.3595. 

REACH THE 
SUMMITS 

The Austrian Alpine Club 
owns over 600 huts in 

the Austrian Alps in which 
members receive a 50% 

reduction on accommodation 
and preferential allocation; 

meals are available. 
Mountain rescue insurance 

for Austria is included 
in membership and is 

available at a supplementary 
fee for those climbing 

elsewhere. The Club organises 
hut-to-hut tours, rock 

and ice courses ied by qualified 
guides, and several special 

arrangements including 
independent touring 

for members planning their 
own routes. 

For fi1rther details -
send off the coupon. .-- -----:-, 

, T he Austria n Alpine Club. 

1 
I 
I 

Wings H ouse, Welwyn Garden City, H erts. I 
Telephone: Welwyn Ga rden 24835 

Name ............. ........ .. ................... .. ........................................................................... . 
Address ........................................ ......................................................................... . 

I 
I 
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room 
at the 
top 
For those with skill, nerve 

and experience ... 

PLUS the right gear 

For equipment to suit every 

accent, consult the MOAC 

catalogue. 

And for overnight practical 

comfort the Timberline range 

of tents meet every demand. 

Write now and be pleasantly 

amazed by our literature. 



Nylon Tunnel Tent with Fly Cap 
Manufactured from Blacks top quality, Orange 'Ripstop' nylon this 
new Tunnel Unit, incorporates many practical features. Supported 
by three sleeve enclosed flexible fibre-glass hoops with two adjust
able lightweight ridge poles. Sewn-in groundsheet, large rear 
ventilator with inside zip cover, triangular main entrance with double 
zip. Clip-on fly cap with guy out hoods each end. 7ft. long x 4ft. 3in. 
wide. 3ft. 3in . high at centre. Weight complete 9¼Ib. £48.80 - ideal 
for mountaineering and expedition work. 

New Alpine Tent 
The new Alpine has been designed as a specialists tent 
with particular appeal to those attending Courses on 
Outdoor Pursuits. Accommodating three plus kit the 
Alpine measures 6ft. 6in. deep ( + 2ft. rear ext.) x 5ft. wide. 
4ft. high at centre. 8in. walls. Weight 17Ib. £33.00. 
Conquer the elements with the New Alpine. 

Alpine Sleeping Bag 
A new specialist sleeping bag filled mainly with 
Blacks No. 1 quality fine duck down with soft 
curled feathers. The underside panels at the foot, 
hips and shoulder are filled with the new Dacron 
'Fibrefill 2' synthetic fibre giving maximum resist
ance to compression and increasing insulation. 
Weight 3Ib. 8oz. £19.32. 

Fill in the coupon below for full details of our complete range of camping and mountaineering equipment and list of Blacks branches throughout the U.K. 

Please send my FREE Blacks of Greenock full colour 
catalogue. 

NAME . ... ..... .. . ...... . . ... . .. . . . . ... .. .. . .. . . . .. . .. 

ADDRESS . . ...... .. . . ... . ..... . ....... . ..... .. . ..... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .. . , , 355 

IDBlacks 
of Greenock 

Head Office 

Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire, PA14 5XN 
and Ruxley Corner, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 SAO 
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BERGSACS 
FORl9731 .. 

Berg sacs have been used on several expeditions this season 
One expedition which took Bergsacs was the University 

of Aston 's to the Kulu Himalaya. Mr. R.E. Milward, 
Secretary of the party, writing in his report said, 

"The sacs are well made, very hard wearing, and are 
mercifully free of gimmicry and superfluous 

features". Reporting on the Mach 2 frames 
with hip harness, he said, "The frame works! 
It is a superb idea and succeeds in taking the 

weight off the chest, making breathing much 
easier. With very heavy weights, almost all the 

weight was taken on the hip harness, thus 
reducing strain on the shoulders ... " 

172 SUPER, DOUBLE P.U. NYLON : 
This sac is P.U. coated both on the 
inside and the outside, thus giving 
it a high degree of weatherproofing. 
All internal seams are double 
stitched and bound. A canvas 
back is a feature of this sac to 
prevent "sweating", This model 
comes complete with padded 
shoulderharness, hammer holster, 
ice axe attachments, crampon 
platform, and pocket under the 
flap . It also has a 14" B ivi sheet. 

Photo Left/ Jon Prosser ( Leader) 
moving up fixed ropes towards the 
foot of the couloir 17,200 ft. 

All good outdoor shops stock 
BER GSA CS. Ask your shop to 
see the full range as there are 
many more models than we have 
been able to illustrate here. 

BERGHAUS LTD., 
34 DEAN STREET 
NEWCAST LE UPON TYNE 
TE LEPHONE (0632) 23561 

MODEL 372: A new front opening 
sac which can be used on all our 
frames. This sac is closed by long 
vertical and horizontal zips, both 
protected by flaps. When the zips 
are unfastened, the front folds 
right back, allowing easy access to 
any part of the sac. No more 
rummaging around for gear in the 
bottom of the sac. Because there 
is no lacing or tying of flaps over 
the top, all the space inside the 
sac can-be used. 

272 : A large capacity expedition 
or climbing sac, which can be used 
with or without a frame. It has a 
large pocket on top of the flap , wh ich 
can accommodate campons or stove. 
Internal lacing can be used to narrow 
the sac for smaller loads. This model 
has already seen rigorous expeditio n 
use. Available in topspan (r .v.c. 
spread on nylon) for really rugged 
use, or in P.U . coated nylon. 

MACH2 FRAME : A 'Super' frame 
with the special hip harness wh ich 
really in creases load carrying 
ca pac ity. Even if yo u don't carry 
heavy loads, this system will 
improve your perfo rmance. 



A new tent concept from MOAC 
"A" frames and ridge poles contained in sleeves give a 
super strong semi-rigid structure. The new guyline 
system (patent Pending) improves strength and 
increases waterproof qualities of the material. 
The unique linkage and suspension system of the 
inner tent ensures quick and easy pitching. (The inner 
goes up with the outer) . 
Weights including 2 pairs of " A" frames and ridge pole. 
CEDAR 2- 3 man Cotton 11 lb 8oz 5.22kg £30 
LARCH 2- 3 man Nylon 9Ib 12oz 4.42kg £30 
REDWOOD 3--4 man Cotton 13Ib 3oz 5.98kg £35 
PINE 3- 4 man Nylon 11 lb 4oz 5.10kg £35 

The U lt imate climbers helmet 
Designed by engineers and mountaineers, combines a 
good engineering qualities (strength, toughness, 
consistent quality and impact resistance) with those 
demanded by the climber (lightness, unrestricted 
vision, adjustability and comfort) . 24oz £4.88 

Point Five Bernina Jacket W37 
A well designed duvet sweater cut on smart straight 
lines, with elasticated cuffs and stand-up collar. 
Closure by two-way nylon zip with press stud overflap. 
A unique feature is the terylene quilted patch pockets 
with velcro closed flap that are attached to the jacket 
on three sides forming a slit pocket on the side. 
The Bernina gives so much warmth for so little weight. 
8oz £12.90 

Ultim ate Super Cagoule 
Deep balaclava type hood, which will easily take a 
climbing helmet. Inset chest pocket with heavy 
plastic zip. Velcro adjusting tabs on the cuffs. Made 
from 4oz neoprene proofed nylon. Colours, orange, 
red and royal. Weight 1 lb 2oz £6.40 

Tote-em Senior (Nylon) 
Recommended by Gilwell Park, the International 
Scout Training Camp, as being particularly su itable for 

scouts and Venture scouts of 11 years and over. 
Sac only £10.20 
Height : 26" Width : 14½" Weight: 2Ib 4oz 
Fabric : 7oz nylon Colour: Red Capacity : 60 litres 

Tapac 
An entirely new sac without frame, but having a padded 
area which goes to the wearer's back for comfortable 
sweatfree carry. Colour pacific blue nylon. £6.10 
Height : 17" Width : 12" Weight : 2Ib Fabric : Nylon 
& canvas back Colour : Pacific blue Capacity : 27 litres 

U - 5 Pyramid 
The U-5 Pyramid is a rigid frame tent, ideal for 
adverse conditions, that will sleep four people 
comfortably. The tent consists of a pair of leaning 
" A" frames from which is hung the silicone proofed 
breathable inner tent with a double zip entrance. Over 
the frame fits the outer tent made of 3oz polyurethane 
proofed nylon. Weight 1 0lb 14oz £55.80 

Ellis Brigham 
Manchester 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 
Manchester, M4 3FU 
Telephone 061-834 0161 

Liverpool 
73 Bold Street, Liverpool 1 
Telephone 051- 709 6912 

Snowdonia Cornwall Bristol 
Capel Curig Market Jew Street, Penzance 162 Whiteladies Road, Bristol 
Telephone Capel Curig 232 Telephone 5828 Telephone Bristol 311157 

Postal Dept Wellington Place, Liverpool Rd . Manchester 
Telephone 061 -833 0746 



Fisher 
POSTAL SERVICE 

Borrowdale Road, Keswick 
Tel: 72178 

The New 'Tenson' 
Jacket for Winter. 
Lined throughout 
with fleece lining, 
detachable and 
fully waterproof. 

Send for one on 
Seven Days 
Approval. 
We post anywhere I 

Price £24 

THE TENSON JACKE 
New from Sweden, the coat 
to combat the cold. 
In Orange or Dark Green. 

Gi) Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c / c 30 Collingwood Avenue, London N.1 o. 
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