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The Magnifieent 
Tried and tested on the 7 worlds major climbs -

Karrimor are the only manufacturer to have 
supplied all the 4 of the last major Himalayan wall climbs -

illustrated are 7 of the many sacs that Karrimor designed 
and produced for the international climbing scene. 

(A) Annapurna ; (B) Alaskapack ; (C) Tote-em Senior ; 
(D) Tote-em Senior (Nylon) ; (E) Tote-em 50 ; 

(F) Randonneur ; (G) " Everest" Orienteer 

The Unbeatable 4 
Illustrated right: 

(A) Tote-em Frame 

(B) K.2 Frame 

(C) Euro 

( D) Orienteer Frame MK. 111 

Send for the new 74 Karrimor equipment 
digest. This contains reports by Dougal 
Haston, Ed Drummond and Ken Ledward, 
as well as illustrating the complete range 
of Karrimor products. 

karrimor (M10) Avenue Parade, 

Accrington Lancashire England. 
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BOMB SHELTER 
T .M. 

Another Jensen creation. Exceedingly 
stable two man tent. It doesn't flap in 
the wind . .. it hums. 

Send for free mail order brochure. 

Box E, Snoqualmie, Wa. 98065, U.S.A. 

Over 1500 items for 
the Mountaineer, 
Back packer, 
Cross Country 
Skier. 

eter Nim 's 

ULTIMATE SAFETY! 
SWAMI BELT 
By Forrest Mountaineering 

Three inch high strength 
(tests well over 8,000 lbs.) 
nylon web belt ensures 
positive support around back 
and tapers to neat 1 ½ " 
in front, joined and adjusted 
with one- inch nylon web . 
Single loop of one inch web at 
back serves to hold up Leg 
Loops (not included) and useful 
for carry ing a hauling line. 

The Ultimate in maximum 
comfort, and efficiency for a safe, 

yet thrilling climbing experience. 
$7.50 postpaid within U.S. * 

Write for PTARMIGAN'S FREE Catalogue featuring 
the finest professional mountaineering equipment 

from around the world. And when in Denver, visit 
the PTARMIGAN MT. SHOPS. 

PTARMIGAN 
MOUNTAIN SHOP 
Mall Order Division 
938 SOUTH MONACO PARKWAY 
1949 SOUTH WADSWORTH BLVD. 

Allan 
Austin 

MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

Full range of Skiwear, Climbing 
and Mountaineering Equipment 

Permanent display of 
lightweight and 
mountain tents 

Open until 8pm Friday 

No parking restrictions 

Jacob Street Mills, Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road, Bradford 5 



ultimate 
equipment 

to extremes 

Ultimate shell clothing 
Ultimate climbers helmet 
Ultimate lightweight tents 

UK-Ultimate Equipment,Warkworth, Morpeth, Northumbe 
USA-Royal Robbins,Mountain Paraphernalia,906 Durant St, 



CAGJACUSID 
ON flTZRDY 
Dave Nicol's expedition, that recently 
climbed the South Ridge of Fitzroy, 
found that the Cagjac stood up well 
to the terrible Patagonian weather. 
It's already been used in the 
Hindu Kush and soon in the Andes. 
CAGJAC ONLY COSTS ABOUT £7.00 ! 
OUTSTANDING VALUE 
FOR A FIRST CLASS 
GARMENT. 
Normal & muted 
colours available 

G and H Products, Birstall, Batley, Yorks. 
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FIELD & TREK (equipment) Ltd 
We at Field & Trek specialise in climbing 

___ '\ gear, rucsacs, clothing, mountain tents 
~. and base camp tents. We hold in 

- stock over 40 tents suitable for 
mountain conditions. In addition , a 
large range of climbing hardware, 
rucsacs, boots, clothing and sleep

ing bags, all by leading manufac
turers. Call in and browse. You 
will be talking to experts, our 
technical adviser is LES 
HOLLIWELL. If you cannot 
visit us, write or telephone 
for a copy of our FREE 

J!!!~:I::~ price list, or use the 

t ~II 

coupon provided. We 
accept Barclay and Access 
Cards. Most items stocked 

can be supplied by return 
post with free transit 

insurance on orders over 
£9. 7 day approval service 

with a complete refund 
(less carriage) if goods 

are returned new and 
unused . 

~ FIELD & TREK (equipment) Ltd (M8) 
25 Kings Rd., Brentwood, Essex. 
Tel: Brentwood 1259 (STD. 0277 221259) -------Please send me price lists of your Field & Trek ranges. 

Name ....... .. ........ . . . ... . 

I.Reg . in England at Central House, High St., Ongar, Essex. No. 1090449. I ---------
Sherpa Millet Rucksacks 

Recommended by Walter Bonatti, 
Rene Desmaison, Reinhold Messner. 

Compagnie des Guides and E.N.S.A. in Chamonix. 
Supplied to 123 world -wide expeditions. 

Available from all good mountaineering shops. 

sAcs tt1~1u1 111111u1L 111E 1r 
Boite Postale 109, 74 ANNECV le, France 
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WEST ROSS CLIMBING SCHOOL 
Rock, Ice and Mixed climbing courses, beginners and advanced, 
January to October 1973. Climb classic and new routes in 
Strathcarron, Carnmore, Torridon, Applecross and Skye. Accom
modation inclusive. 

Brochure from: West-Ross Climbing School, Achnashellach, 
Wester Ross, Scotland 

BOOKS AND JOURNALS WANTED 
American and Canadian Alpine Journals 
Five Miles High by Robert Bates 
Men Against the Clouds by Burdsell and Emmons 
Ascent of Rum Doodle by W. E. Bowman 
Blank on the Map by Eric Shipton 
Send details by air mail to: 
Leroy D. Cross, 21 Columbia Avenue, Brunswick, Maine 04011 , U .S.A. 

Join Dougal Haston 
in 1973 at the 

ternational School 
of Mountaineering 

in Switzerland . 

COME CAMPING, CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH DUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURV. Tel. 021-556 0802 

½ mile from M5 & M6 (& M1 from Dec. 71 ). Ample free parking, list 
of routes and street map free (We also have an indoor Ski School) . 

THE BIG MOUNTAIN COUNTRY U.K. 
(Scotland of course) is where you'll find us. From our comfortable 
base in a large country house we run courses for SMLTB, rock
climbing, general mountaineering and rescue - all year. 

LOCH Ell CENTRE 
by Fort William, Inverness-shire Tel. Corpach 320 

more and more 
climbers are 
realising the 
advantages of 
ffllllARffllff 
for cold conditions 
just £1.65 per pair 



• 

limbing ice 

chouinard/salewa crampons 

Made by SALEWA of Munich to CHOUINARD~design. 
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We lry harder 
so lhal you can 
The equipment we sell 
the advice is free 

Mountain 
Number 30 November 1973 
U.K. Thirty pence U.S. One dollar twenty-five cents 

Information Page 10 

1802 - 1973 Scafell by John Wilkinson Page 16 

Will Ritson of 
Wasdale Head by Paul Nunn Page 20 

The Audleygate Scandal by Ian McNaught Davis Page 41 

New Books Page 46 

Letters Page 48 

Cover Photo : Early climbers negotiating the Great Flake pitch on 
Central Buttress, Scafell Crag. This is something of a climbing 
photographer's photograph as almost insuperable difficulties would 
have frustrated its taking in the 'twenties. For their photography, the 
Abraham brothers used a cumbersome plate camera and heavy glass 
plates, which had to be arduously humped up to the foot of the cliff. The 
crag is north facing, and only gets strong oblique sunlight in the 
mid-summer months providing the weather is clear - a rare occurrence 
in the English Lake District. Moreover at that time the number of 
climbers who could have led this route was minimal. To achieve 
a situation where weather, light, month, climb, and climbers all 
coincided was therefore a daunting undertaking and, having the 
climber dressed in a white sweater and poised on the crux itself at just 
the time when the angle of the sun was most revealing displayed skill 
and care of the highest order. Photo: George and Ashley Abraham. 

Editor, Ken Wilson. Assistant Editor, Bernard Newman. Sub- Editors, 
Mike and Lucy Pearson. Book Reviews, Paul Nunn . Editorial Advisors, 
Audrey Salkeld and Bob Moulton. 

Chris Bonington, Mick Burke, Robin Campbell, Leo Dickinson, Allen Fyffe, 
Pat Littlejohn, Colin Read, Ian Roper and Doug Scott (British Isles) . 
Colin Monteath, Rick White and Chris Baxter (Australia). Dave Jones, 
Chris Jones, Dick Culbert and Brian Greenwood (Canada). Kamal 
Guha (India). Mike Cheney (Nepal) . Peter Habeler (Austria). 
Alessandro Gogna and Alan Heppenstall (Italy) . Andre Contamine 
(France) . Halina Cieplinska-Bojarska (Poland). Dougal Haston 
(Switzerland) . Alex Bertulis, Jim Bridwell, Yvon Chouinard, Steve 
Hackett, Steve Komito, Mike Covington, George Lowe and Al Rubin 
(United States) . lchiro Yoshizawa (Japan). Derek Fordham (Greenland ). 

Mountain is published and owned by Mountain Magazine Ltd . 

Mountain is published ten times a year. November 1973 and in 1974 : 
January, February, March, April , May, June, July, September, 
October, November. No issues in August and December. 
Subscription Rates for any ten issues (one year) : British Isles £3.30, 
Overseas £4.00 or $10.00 (International Money Orders preferred). 
All correspondence, editorial subscriptions and advertising to : 
MOUNTAIN MAGAZINE Ltd ., c/ o 30 Collingwood Avenue, 
London N.10. phone : 01 -883 -0567 

BACK NUMBERS AVAILABLE. Mt. 26 (Grandes Jorasses, 
Gritstone, Everest, Baffin) , Mt. 27 (Alpine Ice Climbing) , 
Mt. 22 (Himalayas, Baffin, Cassin). Send 35p (40p or $1 .00 overs) . 

BEDE COLLEGE DURHAM 
NEW COURSE IN OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

Starting in September, 1974, this College of Education is 
offering a new three-year Main Course for men students 
in Outdoor Education which will lead to Qualified 
Teacher status. 

This course combines aspects of Physical Education, 
Geography and Science. Whilst much importance is 
attached to the development of personal competence in 
Mountain Activities or Water Activities, stress is also 
placed on using these pursuits as educational tools. It is 
envisaged that those satisfactorily completing this course 
will teach Environmental Studies and Outdoor Pursuits. 
Further details and forms of application may be obtained 
from the Admissions Tutor, Bede College, Durham City. 
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Information 
Japanese fail on Everest's South-West Face but lshiguro and Kato climb 
South Col Route in post-monsoon season. 
Italians lose two in avalanche on Annapurna. 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

NEPAL 

Everest (29,028ft.) 
A severe four-day storm that 
started on October 12th, dealt 
a blow to the hopes of the 43 
man Japanese Everest Expedition 
in its bid to climb the South 
West Face. On that day the 
experienced sherpa Jangbu was 
killed in an avalanche below 
Camp 3, and two other climbers 
had close escapes. Following 
this sequence of catastrophies 
the leader, Michio Yuash, 
mounted a parallel attempt 
on the South Col Route. With 
only two camps above the 
Western Cwm, the mountain was 
climbed ten days later by 
Hisashi lshiguro and Yasuo Kato . 
They reached the summit at 
4.30 p.m. , and managed to 
descend to 28,200ft. before their 
oxygen ran out and they were 
forced to bivouac. Nevertheless, 
they emerged from this ordeal 
virtually unscathed, with one 
man suffering only minor 
frostbite in his fingertips. 
The attempt on the South-West 
Face was abandoned on the 
same day (Oct. 26th) and the 
climbers were recalled to 
support the descending South Col 
party. The S.W. Face men, who 
reached approximately the same 
high point as Haston and 
Whillans in 1971 , claimed that 
they could have got higher but 
doubted if they could have made 
the summit . 
Despite the size of this 
expedition, therefore, the 
successful climb via the South 
Col in only ten days during the 
post-monsoon period (the first 
time Everest has been climbed 
in this season) is an important 
event. The fact that Kato and 
lshiguro managed to complete the 
climb and the high bivouac, with 
only minimal injury, during this 
period of intense cold, says 
much for their tenacity, fitness 
and experience. 
In Mountain 29 we failed to 
report that Rinaldo Carrel 
climbed Everest with Minuzzo. 
Annapurna I (26,504ft.) 
A strong Italian team, includ ing 
many of Italy's leading 
alpinists and led by Guido 
Macchetto, mounted a post
monsoon attempt on the 
unclimbed North - West Face. The 
expedition came to a premature 
end, however, after an avalanche 
flattened Camp 2, killing Millar 
Rava and Leo Cerruti. 

KULU 

Ali Ratni Tibba (18,013ft.) 
A British expedition , consisting 
of Alan and Adrian Burgess, 
Bob Toogood, Bob Dearman, 
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Steve Chalkeley, Paul Quinn 
and Tim Norris, climbed routes 
on this and other nearby peaks 
during June. Their most notable 
achievement was a new route 
up the 4,000ft. West Face of 
Ali Ratni Tibba . The climb, 
5,000ft. long, with difficulties 
in terms of both ice and rock 
(5 sup, A1, Scottish 4), was 
the work of the Burgess twins, 
Dearman and Toogood. They 
spent two nights on the face 
and made a further bivouac 
during the descent of the West 
Ridge. The climb as a whole was 
graded TD sup. 
Later, Dearman and Chalkeley 
climbed the South -East Ridge, 
which was reached by a 1,000ft. 
couloir to the Pass of Obelisks. 
From here a rock ridge led 
directly to the summit. The 
climb took four days overall 
and was graded TD inf. 
Other climbs made in the area 
included a first ascent of 
the lower ( c. 17,000ft.) 
Manikaran Spire, by Norris, 
Chalkeley and Quinn , who found 
a fairly easy route up the West 
Ridge, and an abortive attempt 
by Toogood, Norris and the 
Burgess twins to repeat the new 
Army route on the East Ridge of 
lndrasan. They got to within 
1,500ft. of the top in an 
Alpine-style push, before poor 
weather and over-extension made 
retreat seem the prudent course. 
In our report on this climb in 
Mountain 29 we named Henry 
Day as the leader of the Army team ; 
the leader was in fact Gerry 
Owens, who also took part in 
the first summit climb . 
Pointe (20,101ft.) 
Another British team, consisting 
of Rob Collister, John Cardy, 
Geoff Cohen and Dick 
Isherwood, made a probable 
first ascent of this fine peak 
in the South Parbati area. They 
climbed the 3,000ft. South -East 
Ridge by a very serious route, 
starting with a dangerous ice 
couloir and continuing up 
complex rock with stone -fall 
danger. The difficulties proved 
to be moderate, however, and 
route -finding posed the biggest 
problem . 
Cohen and Collister also made 
an abortive attempt on the East 
Ridge, but retreated in the 
face of sustained rock 
difficulties. Collister stated 
that this route could be "one 
of the world's great rock climbs". 

HINDU KUSH 

Koh-i-Bandaka 
Zeraghan (20,600ft.) 
An American team, comprising 
Jack and Jeff Dozier, Bill Marsh, 
Shelley Sack and Roger 
Kirkpatrick, made the first 

ascent of the North-East Ridge 
in August. 
Correspondents: Cheney, Burgess, 
Collister and Dozier 

NORTH AMERICA 

UNITED STATES 

Tahquitz and Suicide Rocks 
Tahquitz Rock and its sister, 
Suicide Rock, continue to be the 
major source of attraction to 
Los Angeles climbers and 
perhaps the leading centre in 
the United States for extreme
edging face climbing . This year, 
no less than twenty-four new 
routes have been made, eighteen 
of which have received tentative 
ratings of 5.10 or above. 
While the major emphasis has 
been at Suicide, in the face 
climbing arena, a number of 
difficult aid climbs at Tahquitz 
have been led free by John 
Long, including Le Tait, The 
Flakes, The Bat and The 
Vampire. The last route was 
considered , in 1959, "one of 
the most challenging (aid) 
climbs on the rock" . Long also 
chopped the aid from Paisano 
Overhang, a ferocious off-width 
crack splitting a 220° ceiling . 
Valhalla , the first 5.11 face in 
California, has seen eight 
ascents in the past five months, 
bringing the grand total up 
to ten . 
The long-standing problem 
above No-Go Ledge has been 
solved by Mike Graham and 
Tobin Sorenson in three stages. 
Called New Generations (an 
apposite title, considering that 
the climbers were aged 
17 and 18 respectively) , this 
modern horror tops out at 350ft. , 
with continuously difficult 
edging and pitches of 5.10+, 
5.11 and 5.1 o+ . In an abortive 
attempt on the climb, Rob Muir 
soloed the first pitch, but was 
forced to regain some realism 
on No-Go Ledge, thereby 
permitting Bill Antel and Kevin 
Worrell to bag the first 
continuous ascent. Suicide now 
boasts a total of five 5.11 climbs. 
A new trend in California 
climbing has started with the 
girdling of the two great faces 
of Suicide : Big Peach (Long) 
on the Weeping Wall, and 
Vertical Smiles (Muir/ Sorenson) 
on the Sunshine Face. But the 
most impressive girdle expedition 
was Richard Harrison's and 
Cosmos Foster's Pipeline to Pluto 
on Tahquitz. Unfortunately the 
climb finished at the 13th pitch, 
reportedly due to lack of wine 
(future parties please note). When 
completed, this route may become 
the first grade 6 in the area. 
Correspondent: Rob Muir 

THE ALPS 

WINTER 1972/ 73 

Marmolata d'Ombretta: 
South Face 
A Polish team comprising 
J. Kukuczka, Januz Kurczab, 
M. Pikutowski, J. Skorek and 
Z. Wach have made the first 
winter ascent of the very 
difficult Aste/ Solina Route. 
The climb took five days and 
was harder than expected as 
only six pitons, of the original 
one hundred and fifty-four 
were found in place. This is 
only the fourth time this route 
has been climbed. 
Saas Maor: East Face 
P. and L. Cappellari, R. Gobbato 
and R. Timellero made the first 
winter ascent of the Solleder 
Route during three days last 
September. A few days later the 
route was climbed again by 
another team. 

SUMMER 1973 

June and early July were 
predominantly good for climbing, 
and some of the more remote 
Oberland Faces were visited . A 
team led by Rene Desmaison 
established a new route on the 
West Face of the Aig. Noire in 
early July, but the rest of the 
month which usually offers the 
best climbing conditions was 
almost totally ruined by poor 
weather. A few nimble parties 
captured good routes between 
storms, but in general activity 
was restricted to easy or low
level climbs . 
This was nowhere more clearly 
demonstrated than on the 
International Meet at the Ecole 
Nationa/e in Chamonix . Here, 
Anglo-Saxon countries were 
represented by Alan Rouse and 
Cliff Phillips (Britain) , Pat 
Derouin and Ben Read (U .S.A. ), 
and Chick Scott and Lloyd 
Mackay (Canada) . The event is 
usually an excuse for a spate of 
high standard climbing, 
stimulated by the subtle 
techniques of posting information 
in the Ecole which encourage 
rabid competition . But this year 
only the French were able to 
claim anything worthwhile, with 
ascents of the Swiss routes on 
Les Courtes and the Grand 
Capucin, the only other routes of 
note accomplished being the 
North Faces of the Trio/et and 
the Aig. Blanche and the Old 
Brenva route. 
Things perked up in August and 
September, however, to the 
satisfaction of those taking 
late seasons. The Eckpfeiler was 
examined in detail, with two 
ascents of the Original Route, 
two of the Cecchinal/ Nomine , 
and the pioneering of an 



New route on the Eckpfeiler. Cecchinel / Nomine climbed by two teams. 
Desmaison adds three new climbs to West Face of the Noire. 
Richard Ayrton (73) climbs Bonatti route on Grand Capucin. 

outstanding new route to the 
right of this. Desmaison bagged 
two more lines on the Noire and 
a number of other high standard 
routes were also accomplished. 
Other trends included a rash of 
bold ski descents and a growing 
penchant among French climbers 
for integral expeditions along 
complex, multi -summited ridges. 
In this respect, the solo 
crossings of the Chamonix 
Aiguil/es and the Grandes 
Jorasses by Nicholas Jaeger 
were outstanding . 
British and Commonwealth 
climbers had only a moderate 
season, although there were 
a few good performances. 
Alan Rouse soloed the North
East Spur of Les Droites, 
Eric Jones soloed the Schmid 
Route on the Matterhorn North 
Face and Dave Wilkinson soloed 
the Nesthorn North Face . The 
Oberland ice faces were 
hammered, and the big routes 
on the Eckpfeiler and the 
Freney and Brouillard faces were 
all climbed. Top honours, 
however, must go to the Geordie 
team of Dick Renshaw and Joe 
Tasker, who climbed the Walker 
Spur (poor conditions) , two routes 
on the Eckpfeiler, the Eigerwand, 
t he North Face of the Nesthorn 
and the North Face of the Dent 
Blanche - a season that would 
warm the cockles of anybody's 
heart for many a long winter 
evening to come. 
Tete des Fetoules: 
South Pillar 
Alain Charbonnier and Jean 
Jacques Lianez made a new 
route here in early July (TD ; 
25 pitons) . 
Pie de Bure: N.E. Face 
Xavier Chappaz, Michel Claret 
and Rene Desmaison climbed 
this very difficult face at the end 
of June, with one bivouac 
( ED, A3). 
Meije: South Face 
A direct route up the South Face 
of Pie Zsigmondy has been 
established by Bernard Macho 
and Didier Claret-Tournier. The 
route, which is 2,600ft. long, 
took two days to complete and 
is on good rock (TD) . 
Le Rateau: North Face 
A new route has been established 
on the face to the right of the 
Fourastier/ Madie, Route, ending 
at the breche between the Central 
and Western summits. The climb, 
which is about 2,000ft. long, 
grade D and mixed, was made by 
Mireille Devaux and Bruno 
Soleymieux on July 13th. 
Mt. Blanc: Brouillard Face 
The Pilastro Rosso was climbed 
by Alan Burgess and Rab 
Carrington, w ith one bivouac on 
t he Brouillard Ridge. 
Another British party is 

reported to have repeated the 
B onington / Harlin / Baillie I 
Robertson Route on the Right
Hand Pillar. 
Mt. Blanc: lnnominata Ridge 
Abbe Louis Audobert soloed this 
long route in late August, 
taking just eight hours to reach 
the summit from the Monzino 
Hut. 
Mt. Blanc: Freney Face 
Swiss alpinist Yvette Vaucher 
became the second woman to 
climb the Central Pillar when she 
made an ascent with her husband, 
Michel, and Dominique Roulin 
in mid -August. Earlier the Pillar 
was climbed by Chris Radcliffe 
and Pete Holden and Bob 
Shaw, Dave Knowles, Adrian 
Burgess and John Barker. 
Mt. Blanc: Grand Pilier 
d'Angle 
Guy Dufour and Jean Frehel 
established a new route up the 
ice slopes between the 
Cecchinel/ Nomine and Bonatti/ 
Zappelli lines. The climb was 
made on August 9th and took 
1 0½ hours ; great difficulties 
were encountered on both ice 
and mixed terrain . The average 
angle was reported to be greater 
than that on either of the 
adjoining routes. 
The Cecchinel/Nomine line itself 
was also climbed - its second 
ascent - by D. Audibert, G. Ducroz 
and another. The party completed 
the route in a day, but had to 
bivouac on the Peuterey Ridge . 
A third ascent was made in 
September by Joe Tasker and 
Dick Renshaw. 
Two British ropes - Tasker and 
Renshaw, and Paul Braithwaite 
and Gordon Hibberd - made 
ascents of the Original 
(Bonatti/ Gobbi) Route. 
Renshaw writes : 
The Bonatti Route gave steep, 
sustained climbing with much 
loose rock in the lower and 
middle sections, and some 
stonefall danger. On the upper 
slopes we were forced into an 
ice couloir on the North Face , 
which gave difficult climbing. 
The Cecchinel/ Nomine is a fine 
steep route with technicalities 
on both rock and ice. There is 
an initial risk from serac falls 
from the Brenva Face, but once 
established on the route it 
appears that there is little 
objective danger. The main 
obstacle is in the lower part of 
the route where an ice couloir 
steepens and has to be turned 
on iced up rock on the left 
(Grade 5, A1 ) . This is followed 
by a very steep ice pitch (75°} . 
Further up the route another 
stretch of difficulty is provided 
by six hard rock pitches which 
lead out on to the final snow 
slope. 

Aig. Blanche: North Face 
Probably the first solo ascent 
of the Bastien/ Julien Route wa s 
made on August 13th by 
Dominique Roulin, just before 
his ascent (with the Vauchers) 
of the Central Pillar of Freney. 
A few days later, Jean 
Afanassief made the first solo 
ascent of the Original ( Cha bod/ 
Grivel) Route. Afanassief 
continued up the Peuterey Ridge, 
reaching the summit of Mt. 
Blanc after 9½ hours of climbing 
from the Col du Trident. 
Aig. Noire: West Face 
Rene Desmaison, accompanied 
variously by Michel Claret, his 
stepson, and Giorgio Bertone, 
completed a unique hat trick of 
first ascents on this face 
during the season . In the first 
week of July, he and Bertone 
forced a bold line up the face 
between the Ratti/ Vitali and 
Boccalatte routes. Their line 
links the two prominent diedres 
on this part of the face, 
starting up the right-hand on e, 
quitting it at half-height, and 
working across to finish close 
to the left-hand one. The climb, 
which took three days to 
complete, was graded ED sup. 
150 pitons were used . 
A month later, Desmaison 
returned with Claret to complete 
another new route up the West 
side of Pointe Brendal. This 
2,000ft. line, which involves 
overlaps and roofs on good rock, 
also took three days to complete. 
Finally, all three climbers 
established a third route on the 
1,800ft. West Face of Pointe 
Welzenbach , in early September. 
Mt. Blanc: Peuterey Ridge 
A German team comprising 
Braun, Elwert and Kermeier have 
made an integral ascent 
starting up the South East Ridge 
of Mt. Rouge de Peuterey. 
Mt. Maudit 
Alan Rouse and Mick Geddes 
made a two -day ascent of the 
difficult Zappelli/Bertone route 
on the East Face. This takes a 
prominent pillar just to the 
right of the Frontier Ridge. Th e 
climbers reported that a third 
of the route was artificial (70 
pitons) and that the hardest 
section was on the mixed ground 
at the top. 
The Italian (Binel/ Chabod/ 
Cretier) Route on the South -West 
Face was also climbed by two 
Britons, John Jones and Al 
Morgan . 
Grand Capucin: East Face 
Eye-witness reports state that 
four climbers w ere seen 
attempting a new line to the 
right of the classic Bonatti/ Ghigo 
route. It is believed that they 
completed the climb . 
Something of a record must have 

been set up in mid -August, 
when 73 -year-old Richard 
Ayrton made an ascent of the 
Bonatti Route, accompanied by 
guides Cretin, Rebuffat and 
Rebray. 
Mt. Blanc du Tacul 
Oliver Challeat, Jacques 
Collaert and Jacques Ramou illet 
made a new combination of 
routes on the East Face, working 
a new variation up the Pillar of 
Three Points to the breche at 
the foot of the Sans Nam Pillar, 
and then veering rightwards to 
finish up the left flank of the 
Gervasutti Pillar (see photo in 
Mountain 21). 
In mid - May, Bernard Macho 
made the first ascent of the highly 
dangerous Qui/le Couloir, wh ich 
is tucked in to the right of the 
Boccalatte Pillar. This 
difficult ice climb was tackl ed 
in spring, because of the 
extreme stone-fall danger in 
summer conditions. 
Further round to the right, on 
the North-East Face, Walter 
Cecchinel and Charles Daubas 
made a new route (2,000ft., TD ) 
up the second pillar to the 
right of the Gervasutti Couloir. 
Finally, on the imposing gable 
end of the North Face, Robert 
Chere and J. J. Tranchant added 
a major variation to the 
Contamine/ Mazeaud Route in 
late August. This takes the gully 
of very steep ice that furrows up 
the left side of the face. The 
new variation was repeated in 
four hours, a few days later, by 
Eric Poumailloux. 
Aig. du Midi 
In mid -August. Robert Chere 
made the first solo ascent of the 
Jumeaux Spur, just to the right 
of the Tournier Spur. The total 
ascent took only 2½ hours ; much 
of this time was taken up 
climbing the serac barrier where 
twenty ice screws were used . 
A new climb has also been 
squeezed on to this already 
packed face . The route, climbed 
by Patrick Gabaron and Alain 
Nicollet on August 1st, takes 
the North -West Couloir, wh ich 
descends directly from near the 
north summit to the former 
glacier station . The main 
difficulty is a 600ft. section 
of very steep ice, ha If-way up 
the coulo ir, where 15 pitons 
were used for protection . The 
climbers recommend this route 
when there is good snow cover 
such as existed during their 
ascent, which came just after 
the July storms. 
Aig. des Pelerins: S.W. Face 
Just to the rig ht of the Peigne 
Couloir, on the South -West Ridge 
of the Pelerins, is Gendarme 
3013m., the third projection on 
the ridge. A new route has been 
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Information 

Poles establish new climb on the North Face of the Drus 
British parties climb North Faces of Dent Blanche, Lauterbrunnen 
Breithorn and Nesthorn. Heini Holzer skis down Old Brenva Route. 

Above: The North Face of the Nesthorn in the Bernese Ober/and. The Welzenbach Route is marked with the 
single line and the Boardman/ Barton variation is the dotted line. Photo: Pete Boardman 

made here by Belgian climbers 
J . P. Franck, Jo Hazendouck and 
Christian Rouquette. The climb, 
which was completed in mid 
August, took seven hours and 
was graded TD . 
Aig. du Plan: N.W. Arete 
Louis Audubert, Jacques Dumery 
and Yannick Seigneur made the 
second crossing of the Aigs. 
Peigne (S .W. Ridge) , Pelerins 
and Deux Aigles, to the summit 
of the Aig. du Plan. The 
expedition was carried out on 
July 10th and 11th. 
Seigneur also pioneered two new 
routes (both TD sup) on the 
Aig. de Deux Aigles. 
Chamonix Aiguilles 
Nicholas Jaeger made the first 
solo traverse of the complete 
chain of peaks on July 4th and 
5th . Starting on the Couzy Route 
on the Aig. de /'M, he continued 
up the North- West Ridge of the 
Grands Charmoz and so on to 
the Aig. du Plan. 
Grandes Jorasses 
Jaeger also traversed this 
mountain, starting up the 
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Tronchey Arete, continuing along 
all the summits to the Col des 
Grandes Jorasses, bivouacking 
here and continuing over the 
Aig. du Rochefort the following 
day. 
Petit Dru: West Face 
The Hemming / Robbins Route 
was climbed by Roger Baxter 
Jones and Brian Hall. 
Petit Dru: North Face 
The Allain Route was soloed by 
American climber Rick Sylvester, 
who was so harassed by storms 
that his ascent took five days. 
Further to the left, beyond the 
Guides' Route and parallel to it, 
Polish climbers Larek 
Lukaszewski, Jerzy Kukuszcka 
and Wojtek Kurtyka established 
a new route (TD sup) . Climbed 
during 'three days in mid-August, 
it is mainly free, with 25 pitons. 
Aig. Verte: North Face 
The Direct (Contamine) Route, 
a difficult ice and mixed climb, 
had its first solo ascent on 
July 13th by Bernard Macho, 
who encountered ideal 
conditions. 

Aig. Verte: V Couloir 
Robert Chere made the first solo 
ascent during the night of July 3rd 
Chaine de l'Aig. Verte 
The first traverse of this 
collection of peaks was made by 
Louis Audubert, Jacques Lainez 
and Francis Thomas during six 
days in mid-August. They 
started up the Petit Dru from the 
Flammes des Pierre and continued 
up the Aig. Verte by the Sans 
Nam Arete. They then proceeded 
along the ridge over Les Droites 
and Les Courtes, to finish at 
the Col des Cristaux. 
Aig. du Cardinal: S.W. Spur 
A new route (TD sup) was 
discovered here by Joel 
Guichard and Gerard Magne. 
Les Droites: N.E. Spur 
The classic Authenac/ Tournier 
Route was soloed by Alan 
Rouse in one day, in early July. 
He bivouacked on the summit. 
Pointe du Pre de Bar 
F. Charlet and G. Bettambourg 
made a new route (TD sup) on 
this minor summit at the head 
of the Argentiere cirque . 

Aig. de I' Am one 
A few days later, Bettambourg 
and Charlet made another new 
route up the South Spur of this 
minor peak. 
Pointe des Amethystes 
The first ascent of the South 
Face of the Pointe Sud was 
made in mid-July by Andre 
Gauci and Guy Claret (ED inf ; 
55 pitons ; 1 bivouac) . 
Ski Descents in the 
Mt. Blanc Group 
There have been a number of 
interesting ski descents during 
the season, assisted no doubt by 
the heavy snow falls during July. 
The Aig. du Gouter was 
descended by its West Face, by 
Jacky Bessat, and by its North 
Face, by Serge Cachet- Rosset. 
Unrelated, but of 'curio' interest, 
was a motor-cycle descent of 
the Dome du Gouter, made for 
advertising purposes. 
Sylvain Saudan skied down the 
west slopes of Mt. Blanc to the 
Glacier de Maige, and the 
Covanget Couloir on the North 
Face of the Domes de Maige 
was descended by Jacky Bessat. 
On the Aig. Verte, the Couturier 
Couloir was a much-sought prize . 
It eventually fell to Serge 
Cachet-Rosset, who was dropped 
on the summit by helicopter. 
More ethical, perhaps, were the 
subsequent descents by Anselme 
Baud and Patrick Valencant, who 
first climbed the couloir in 
crampons. This pair also made 
the second ski descent of the 
Whymper Couloir on the other 
side of the mountain . 
Finally, German climber Heini 
Holzer skied down the Old 
Brenva Route, veering east near 
the bottom to avoid the ice aretes 
Holzer also skied down the 
Biancograt on the Piz Bernina. 
Aiguilles Rouge 
The first solo ascent of the 
difficult Mazeaud/Kohlmann 
Route on Le Pouce was made by 
Jean Claude Droyer in early 
September, perhaps as a primer 
for his subsequent visit to Britain . 
On the Aig. de Praz Torrent, 
Roland Ravenel and Alain 
Loigerat made a new 800ft. 
route (TD sup) up the East Face 
to the right of the Seigneur 
Pillar. This was a free climb up 
unprotected slabs which 
prompted the climbers to use 
expansion bolts for security. 
Tournelon Blanc: S.W. Face 
Jerome Perraudin and Guy 
Allemann made a difficult rock 
and ice climb up this 1,800ft. 
face, with pitches up to 75°. 
Blanche de Perroc: N.W. Face 
This face was soloed in August 
by Stephen Venables - a possible 
first solo ascent. 
Dent Blanche: North Face 
Dick Renshaw and Joe Tasker 



Eric Jones solos North Face of Matterhorn. 
Another new line on the North-East Face of the Badile. 
Three London climbers die in Bernese Ober/and. 

made the first British ascent of 
this face, following (for the most 
part) the Vaucher Route which 
gave difficult mixed climbing 
in its lower section leading to 
a 50 central ice slope. The 
upper part of the route gave 
more difficult mixed climbing, 
until the pair were forced over 
onto the Bournissen Route 
where the climbing was mainly 
on unstable rock. 
Matterhorn: North Face 
The Schmid Route was soloed 
by Eric Jones in 9½ hours, in 
late August. 
Bishorn: North Face 
John Mercer and Tony Williams 
made a probable first British 
ascent of this pleasant ice face 
in early July. They encountered 
a steep serac pitch low on the 
face, but thereafter a 
straightforward ice slope leads 
directly to the summit. 
Jagihorn South 
Jacques Jenny, B. Pivot and 
C. Pisteur established a new 
rock climb (TD ; 5 hours) up th e 
1,000ft. South -East Pillar. 
Eiger: North Face 
The 1938 Route was climbed by 
Dick Renshaw and Joe Tasker. 
Following our ice climbing 
feature in Mountain 27, further 
investigations have been 
made about the various solo 
ascents of the Lauper Route. 
It now seems that neither 
Sangnier's nor Hibberd's 
ascents can be considered as 
bona fide solo climbs of the 
Lauper Route proper, as both 
climbers veered off left to the 
Mitteleggi Ridge below the final 
difficulties. As the final ice 
slopes constitute one of the 
most difficult sections of the 
route, the first solo ascent of 
the Lau per still remains to be 
done We are indebted to Lucien 
Devies of La Montagne for 
providing us with these details. 
Ebnefluh: North Face 
Dave Cuthbertson and Dave 
Wilkinson made a new route up 
the mixed ground between the 
Michel/ von Al/men Route and 
the Rote Fluh ridge. The climb 
took 5 hours and is graded D. 
The pair were able to descend 
the North Face by the Jossi 
Route in less than 2 hours as the 
snow was deep and technically 
easy. 
Lauterbrunnen Breithorn: 
North Face 
Pete Boardman and Dave Barton 
made the first British ascent of 
the Direct Route in 9½ hours. 
Starting up the Welzenbach / 
Schultze line, they continued 
directly up steep ice where that 
route veers to the left. Their 
line then joined the Haidegger 
Route and followed this, 
finishing directly to the summit. 

At first the climbing was loose 
and wet, with intermittent stone
fall , but as height was gained 
conditions improved . Boardman 
described it as a "magnificent 
and serious route" . 
The first winter ascent of the 
face (reported in Mountain 27) 
was the subject of a detailed 
report in Les Alpes, which 
revealed that Steiger and Kallen 
climbed a completely independent 
line between the Haidegger/ 
Fricker and Feuz/ von Al/men 
routes. 
Cuthbertson and Wilkinson 
made the first British ascent of 
the Feuz/ von Al/men Route 
on the right of the face. 
The lower section of the route 
was exposed to small serac falls 
but after climbing above the 
seracs better conditions were 
encountered. The final section 
of the route was the hardest part. 
The climb took 8 hours. 
Doldenhorn: North Face 
Boardman and Barton climbed 
this face, unroped, in 1 ¾ hours 
in early July. 
Nesthorn: North Face 
Boardman and Barton completed 
a fine trio of climbs by making 
the first British ascent of the 
Welzenbach Route in only four 
hours. Conditions were 
excellent ; a steep crust covering 
the granite slab barrier allowed 
an almost direct line to be 
followed (see photo) . 
The route was also climbed later 
in the season by the Tasker and 
Renshaw team, and soloed by 
Dave Wilkinson. 
Piz Badile: N.E. Face 
A new route has been 
established up the Pillar 
between the Rusconi and 
Kosterlitz/ lsherwood routes by 
Italians Tiziano Nardella, Elio 
Scarbelli, Daniele Chiappa and 
Giulio Martinelli. 
The classic Cassin Route was 
soloed by Eric Jones in 4½ hours. 
Jones is the third British 
climber to solo this route, the 
others being his associates 
Cliff Phillips and Pete Minks. 
Crozzon di Brenta: N.E. Face 
Sereno Barbacetto has made the 
first solo ascent of the French 
Route, avoiding the Direct Start. 
Other Ascents 
Ascents of a number of routes 
not noted above will be of 
interest to some of our readers. 
The North Face of the Aig. du 
Bionnassay, in the Mt. Blanc 
Group, was climbed by several 
British climbers, and the 
Petites Jorasses ( West Face), 
the Walker Spur and the Bonatti 
Pillar also had ascents. 
In Central Switzerland, the 
Grauewand on the G!etschorn 
continues to grow in reputation 
and popularity ; this year 

Paul Nunn and Ian Campbell 
made an ascent. 
A number of interesting climbs 
were made in the Dolomites and 
the Eastern Alps: Pat Littlejohn 
and Benny Goodman climbed the 
Cassin /Ratti on the Torre Trieste; 
Sid Clark and Jeff Lamb did both 
the Phillip /Flamm and the Aste/ 
Suzatti routes on the Civetta, 
as well as the Schmuck Kamin 
on the F!eischbank in the 
Kaisergebirge Group. 
Also in the Kaiser, Mike Burbage 
and Bill Young climbed the West 
Face of the Maukspitze, a climb 
which they found to be HVS 
verging on XS. 
Alan Heppenstall and Dave 
Edwards did two interesting 
routes in the Dolomites: 
the Abram Route on the Piz 
Ciavazes and the Messner Route 
on Cima Nova in the Cunturines 
Group to the north-west of the 
Tofana . Cima Nova is said to 
offer fine blank slab climbs 
with minimal protection . 
Ron and Barbara James continued 
a sports plan set out in the 
book In Extremen Fels, with 
ascents of Cima d'Ambiez 
(Via de/la Concordia), the 
Laserzwand (North Face Direct) 
and the Campanile Alto di 
Lastei (West Face) . All the 
routes were said to be worth
while, that on the Cima d'Ambiez 
being particularly memorable. 
On ice, an American rope led by 
David Stutzman climbed the Gross 
Wiesbachorn (North Face) , 
finding it easy and rather 
disappointing as the notorious 
serac barriers had melted away. 
Alpine Accidents in 1973 
In the Mt. Blanc Group, Oliver 
Stansfield, Nigel Stuart and Oliver 
Gladstone disappeared during an 
ascent of the Old Brenva Route. 
Later, four Canadians were 
reported missing after leaving the 
Fourche Hut. 
A bizarre and tragic accident 
took place near the Requin Hut. 
David Jones was benighted while 
descending and chose to bivouac 
under a moraine boulder by a 
glacier. During the night the 
ice moved and another boulder 
nudged the bivouac boulder, 
rolling it forward and crushing 
Jones while he slept. 
Two similar accidents occurred 
when weary climbers were left 
by their companions after long 
expeditions : Jean Patrick 
Coullet was separated from his 
companion after descending the 
Dru and died in a thunderstorm ; 
Mauro Costi died of exposure 
when only ten minutes from the 
Torino Hut which his friend had 
reached safely. 
in the Pennine Alps, the 
Matterhorn took its yearly toll 
of accidents. A Japanese climber 

fell from the Hornli Ridge, and 
two Scotsmen - Ian Ferris and 
John Macinnes - were killed 
after falling from the Zmutt 
Ridge. Two climbers fell to 
their deaths off the Zina! 
Rothorn, and five Germans were 
overwhelmed and killed by an 
avalanche on the Dom. 
In the Bernese Ober/and, a 
particularly bad accident 
occurred above the Fiescher 
Glacier. Twelve inexperienced 
young London climbers, known 
as the London Sherpas and led 
by 24-year-old Adrian Sutton 
(who had had three seasons of 
Alpine experience), were 
descending from Jungfraujoch to 
the Berg Ii Hut on their first 
expedition of the season. Some 
of the climbers reached the hut 
and were watching the others, 
all unroped, descend a 300ft. 
ice slope just above the spur 
where the hut stands. One of the 
climbers, Robert Edwards, slipped 
(probably because of a loose 
crampon) and dislodged Sutton ; 
both men slid down the slope, 
gathering momentum, until they 
disappeared over ice cliffs 
below the hut. The other climbers 
left on the slope continued their 
descent without roping up or 
belaying or cutting steps. A few 
minutes later, Phillip Mooney, 
who had lost a crampon, also 
slipped and suffered the same 
fate as Sutton and Edwards. The 
bodies were picked up by a 
helicopter from the glacier 
below the cliffs on the following 
morning. 
The accident underlines the 
common sense of careful glacier 
training for Alpine beginners 
before they embark on full-scale 
Alpine expeditions. Even the 
easiest route can present 
conditions where this sort of 
accident could befall anyone 
who neglects basic prelim inary 
practice. 
Correspondents: Contamine, 
Bradley, Boardman, Cuthbertson, 
Venables, Renshaw, Heppensta/1, 
James, Burbage, Rouse, Mercer, 
Lavi!/, Stutzman and Cannon 
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Information 

Holds chipped in scoop on The Hammer! 
American climbers killed on Ben Nevis and Dinas Cromlech. 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

A quiet year 
There has been very little new 
route activity this year. 
The big event on the Trilleachan 
Slabs was Pete Minks's second 
lead of Carrington's extremely 
delicate route The Pinch. This 
climb had gained considerable 
reputation after defeating both 
Alan Rouse and Ian Nicholson, 
so Minks was justifiably 
'chuffed' by his performance. 
Less happily, it is reported that 
the celebrated scoop on 
The Hammer has had holds 
chipped in it by some insane 
individual. Nothing short of 
the most cutting scorn should 
be reserved for this sort of 
sacrilege, not only because this 
is (was!) a classic balance 
problem but also because The 
Hammer is easily escapable at 
this point, if one's skill is 
found wanting . 
On Carn Dearg Buttress, Ben 
Nevis, there was a bad accident. 
The well-known American climber 
Rocky Keeler was leading the 
fourth pitch of Centurion, but 
had strayed on to a direct exit 
from the diedre, instead of 
taking the normal way out to 
the left. He slipped, his single 
rope cut over a flake, and he 
fell 400ft. to his death. His 
companion, having only a short 
length of rope, was stranded 
on the cliff until a rescue 
helicopter was able to lower 
him more rope so that he could 
abseil to safety. 
On Creag an Dubh Loch John 
Mothersele and Wright Nickels 
did a route called Nemesis (VS) 
taking a line from the lowest 
point of the cliff left of 
Minotaur. Starting with a 
groove line to the terrace, it 
continues up a chimney/ crack 
to link up with the final 
pitch of Minataur. Mothersele, 
this time with Dave Riley, also 
made a new Girdle Traverse of 
the slabs starting from the rib 
left of Pink Elephant and 
traversing below the first bank 
of overlaps. The pair reached 
the second sta nee of Black 
Mamba after three pitches, 
followed that route for 40ft. 
whereupon the traverse continued 
above the lip of the big 
overhang to finish up Theseus 
Grooves. This is a natural girdle 
line with some fine slab
climbing, and the odd rope 
move to cross blank sections. 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Scafell Area 
On the Central Buttress Colin 
Read and Bill Robinson climbed 
the obvious overhanging corner 
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crack above pitch four of White 
Wizard to give the climb a more 
direct finish (1 00ft., XS) . 
On Scafe/I Pinnacle, T. Birkett, 
M. Myers and C. Richardson 
produced Edge Hog (300ft., 
HVS) on the steep wall which 
rises out of Deep Ghyll . The 
route follows the obvious 
slanting gangway. The route 
was repeated soon afterwards 
by Bill Young and Mike Burbage, 
who thought it serious for its 
grade. 
On Esk Buttress, Young and 
Ian Singleton climbed the faint 
line up the steep wall between 
Gargoyle Direct and Young's 
own route Boot Hill, to give 
Grand Slam (280ft., XS). 
Also on Esk, John Adams and 
Ted Rogers made the second 
ascent of Burbage's and Young 's 
West Point, a good route in their 
opinion . On Cam Spout Crag, 
Burbage and Young repeated 
Goff's and Dawson's Eskdale 
Grooves. The route, originally 
VS, merits HVS according to the 
second ascensionists. Young and 
Read also repeated Vargtime , 
another of Goff's routes on this 
crag. Although they dispensed 
with a piton, they considered that 
this route had also been 
undergraded . 
Having made the second ascent 
of Last Exit on Heron Crag, 
John Adams and P. Jackson 
described it as harder and better 
than Flanker. 
Borrowdale Area 
Read 's and Adams's Nagasaki 
Grooves on Great End Crag was 
repeated by Bill Freelands and 
Ray McHaffie . 
On Red Crag in the Newlands 
Valley, Read and George 
Devereux climbed the prominent 
corner crack on Bolshoi 
Buttress, which gave an excellent 
HVS jamming pitch . 
Langdale Area 
On Bowfe/1, Keith Myhill and 
Ken Jones added a new route, 
Mindprobe (180ft., XS), which 
takes the grooved rib to the 
right of Sword of Damocles. 
Pavey Ark has been the scene of 
further exploration, with Ed 
Grindley putting up a hard new 
route on the East Wall . Brain 
Damage (225ft., XS) takes the 
walls and rib to the left of Red 
Groove. Grindley believes it to 
be the hardest of his trilogy of 
routes on the cliff. 
On Deer Bield Crag, Pete Long 
and Dave Harding climbed the 
stepped arete between Hubris and 
Easdale Grooves to give Pearls 
Before Swine (150ft., XS). 
Buttermere 
Several second ascents have 
been made on these crags 
recently. Bob Allen and Jeff 
Lamb repeated Straw Dog 

(Roper/ Taylor) on the 
controversial Honister Crag. 
They considered it a good route. 
On Buckstone How, T. Birkett 
and Ray McHaffie made the 
second ascent of the Read / 
Adams route Catalyst; they used 
only one peg on the final pitch, 
which they found difficult and 
serious . 

WALES 

Little Orme's Head 
Rowland Edwards has added two 
further routes to his collection 
here. Wall of the Evening Light 
(550ft., A3, HVS) takes the 
impressive impending wall to the 
left of The Diamond. This climb 
took Edwards and Fred Harvey 
sixteen hours to complete, 
starting at dawn and finishing 
in the dark with the aid of 
head-torches. The route is " on 
superb rock and is inescapable". 
To the right of The Diamond 
Edwards and Malcolm Greary 
added Gemstone (500ft., XS) 
which starts up a delicate (5b ) 
slab, continues up a damp, steep 
crack (5b) and after another pitch 
(4b) finishes up a 100ft. groove 
(4c), set in a fine position. 
Co-operation between the 
B.M.C., the Nature Conservancy 
and Mostyn Estate has resulted 
in the posting of notices 
requesting climbers to avoid the 
cliffs from March 25th until the 
end of July each year, thereby 
affording some protection to 
the nesting colonies of the much 
depleted guillemots and razor
bills. It is hoped that the 
scheme will meet with as much 
success as the one which 
already operates over a similar 
period on the Anglesey sea 
cliffs. 
Black l.adders 
Ray Evans and Tim Jepson 
added a new route, Cannonball 
(300ft., HVS), which takes a line 
fifty feet left of Cannon Rib. 
Craig yr Ysfa 
Following our report in Mountain 
29 and the inquest held in 
Bangor in September, an 
eye-witness has come forward 
with further information 
concerning the death of Laurie 
Holliwell . From his vantage 
point overlooking the 
Amphitheatre, 0 . R. Overstall 
confirmed that Halliwell had 
rigged a separate single anchor 
at the back of the terrace, 
probably round a flake or 
chockstone, near to the start of 
The Grimmett. He leaned back 
on the rope as if to test it, and 
then launched off in the usual 
way. The anchor failed almost 
immediately and Halliwell fell. 
Dinas Cromlech 
In September, New York climber 
Philip Rappaport was killed after 

falling from the upper part of 
Noah's Warning. Having failed 
to lead the top pitch of the climb, 
he was apparently lowering 
himself on the rope when the 
tape sling through which the 
rope was threaded snapped . 
Some reports state that he had 
untied his single rope in order 
to thread it directly through 
the sling, thus avoiding the 
loss of a karabiner. It is possible 
that while he was retreating 
under tension a lower runner 
tore out, allowing a rush of slack 
through the tape which cut it by 
heat/ friction. The climber does 
not appear to have tied into 
the rope securely for when the 
strain came on the second man 
the leader became unattached, 
continued to fall , and finally 
came to rest on the screes 
several hundred feet below. He 
was lifted off alive by helicopter, 
but died later from extensive 
multiple injuries. 
Coming after the Keeler accident 
on Ben Nevis, it is perhaps 
pertinent to note the presence 
in both tragedies of American 
single-rope technique . This 
became popular from the basis 
of piton protection, big-wall 
logistics and the predominately 
vertical faulting evident on 
many American cliffs. It may 
be that with the growing use 
of nuts, American climbers could 
now fruitfully study British 
double -rope technique, which 
has developed empirically over 
the years to meet the needs of 
nut-protected free-climbing . 
It is tempting to suggest that 
if such measures had been 
employed in these two accidents, 
the results might have been far 
less unpleasant . 

YORKSHIRE/ DERBYSHIRE 

Limestone 
Dib Scar is still yielding routes 
to persevering explorers. 
Andy Wild and Dave Musgrove 
climbed the groove and white 
wall right of Slimline to give 
The White Rose (70ft, HVS) 
On High Tor, Terry King has 
repeated Flakey Wall. 
Gritstone 
At Stanage, King made the 
second ascent of Ed 
Drummond's very hard route 
Archangel, and on Cratcliffe 
Tor he repeated Tom Thumb 
and Fern Hill. Keith Myhill and 
Rab Carrington completed a 
hard, continuous girdle of 
Cratcliffe Tor; Carrington lost 
contact at one point and made a 
spectacular pendulum out of 
Owl Gully 

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND 

Devon 
Ed Hart and Mick Haffner 



Above: Deputation of visiting notables pose before sampling Harrison's Rocks. L to R: Dave Cook, Royal Robbins, Ian McNaught Davis, Eric Vo/a, 
David Belden, Jean Claude Droyer and Patrick Cordier. 

repeated Dreadnought, "a route 
of outstanding quality", The 
same team also made second 
ascents of Neophron and 
Iconoclast, both "fine climbs 
on good rock" . 
After a hibernation long enough 
for gardening epics to be 
forgotten, Blackchurch is 
receiving renewed attention. The 
only route so far completed is 
Savage God (240ft., XS), by Pat 
Littlejohn and Keith Darbyshire, 
a difficult and impressive line to 
the right of The Almighty. More 
routes are in the pipeline, and 
glaring possibilities exist for 
those prepared to put in the 
gardening man-hours. 
Cornwall 
On ?entire Head, Ed Hart and 
Mick Haffner made the second 
ascent of Littlejohn's Darkinbad 
the Brightday!er. This stupendous 
wall climb was found to be 
very hard and sustained and 
comparable in quality to the 
best of Littlejohn's other recent 
Cornish routes. 
Unfortunately Hart and Haffner 
found it necessary to record their 
visit by chipping their initials on 
a prominent boulder below the 
climb - a pathetic habit that is 
becoming increasingly common, 
and all the more lamentable 
when practiced by leading 
climbers. 
Also on Pentire, Littlejohn's 
other major route Eroica has 
received further visits which have 
left the impression that it is a 
rather more powerful undertaking 
than the "delightful climb" tag 
given it by Hart. The easy pitch 
involves a dramatic layback at 
"questionable" 4c standard and 
thereafter the route musters a 
collection of increasingly fierce 
difficulties with every foot of 
height gained. 
Recent developments have 
confirmed that Carn Gow/a is the 
most important cliff on the 
North Coast, and the remaining 
scope here is still enormous. 
Three fine routes have been 
added to the Red Walls, and the 
massive impending wall to their 
right has yielded The Vault 
(260ft., XS), which takes the 
huge central gash. 
The right wing of Bawden Cliff 
now boasts three hard and very 
serious climbs, two of which are 
outstanding in quality: America 

(330ft., XS) climbs the left 
edge of the crag, getting 
progressively harder and more 
exposed, and Mausoleum (280ft., 
XS) takes an obvious 
overhanging chimney and groove 
at the right end of the lower 
wall, before traversing to a 
great corner, 100ft. high and 
said to be comparable in quality 
and difficulty to Cenotaph 
Corner. All of these routes 
are the work of Littlejohn 
and Darbyshire . 
At Land's End, two new routes 
were put up by Ed Grindley: 
Lindy (80ft., XS), climbed with 
Gordon Higginson, takes the 
obvious groove thirty feet left 
of Cormorant Slab; Longships 
Wall (75ft., XS, previously A3 !) 
provided excellent wall climbing, 
though the ascent was made in 
epic circumstances. Having 
miscalculated the time of high 
tide by some two hours, 
Grindley completed the route as 
huge waves were breaking over 
his hapless seconds, Pete Long 
and Cynthia Heap, repeatedly 
sweeping them from the belay 
ledge. Half-drowned, they 
managed to prussik out of the 
clutches of the briny! 
On Chair Ladder Pete Rigg and 
Mike Cotton repeated The Spire 
Littlejohn's direct eliminate up 
Bishop's Buttress and on 
Bosigran main face, Rigg with 
Mike Ryan and Dennis Carr made 
a Direct Finish to Paradise, 
which breaks through the 
over laps immediately above the 
thin groove pitch. In addition 
to this activity, a number of 
smaller new routes have been 
discovered on outlying crags. 
Correspondents: Childs, Hart, 
Grindley, Jepson, Moffat, 
Myhi/1, Read, Littlejohn, Edwards 
and Rigg 

Recent visits by foreign 
mountaineers 
This year three groups of 
foreign climbers have visited 
Britain as well as a number of 
individual visitors. 
In May a party from the Swiss 
Alpine Club was entertained 
by its British branch, the 
ABMSAC. They were followed in 
August by a forty strong group 
organised by the UIAA, who 
were hosted by the BMC and 
the Alpine Club. Finally, in 

September, the ACG put their 
best men in the field to try 
to extend a star-studded squad 
of French climbers. 
The Swiss team contented 
themselves with classic climbs 
in the Lake District. However, 
the pace hotted-up when the 
UIAA team arrived. The Swedes 
did Vector and White Slab, and 
the Russian Master of Sport and 
Speed Climbing Champion, 
Alexander Kubanov, made short 
work of routes such as Vector, 
Plum, Barbarian, The Grooves, 
Subsidery Grooves, Cenotaph 
Corner and The Groove, climbing 
in footgear that his partners 
described as being like 
"sawn -off wellies" . However, 
Kubanov was 'impressed ' when 
he seconded Great Corner in 
the wet, and Grand in the dry 
(finding the jamming hard). 
The Russian's technique was 
of interest. He climbed rapidly 
and generally spurned nut 
runners, making use of the 
occasional piton for protection 
(one runner on the second 
pitch of Vector) . His belaying 
would have been described as 
sketchy by most British 
climbers. 
The ten-strong French team, 
comprising Patrick Cordier, 
Jean and Michel Afanassief, 
Eric Vola, Jean-Claude Droyer, 
David Belden, Simone Badier, 
Monique Fort, Dominique 
Marchal and Luc Gimbert set a 
breathtaking pace during an 
indifferent week in September. 

They all climbed Vector with 
ease. Other routes climbed 
included Left Wall (minimal 
aid and in boots), Epitaph, 
Big Groove and Winking Crack, 
as well as a host of other fine 
but easier lines. A small group 
stayed on for a day in 
Derbyshire and a day on 
southern Sandstone, where many 
hard climbs were led or soloed . 
Perhaps the most successfu I 
of the free-lance visitors 
was America's man of the 
moment, 'Hot' Henry Barber. He 
arrived in September with a 
shopping list of routes, culled 
from our magazines, and 
despite poor Autumn weather 
his results were impressive. 
His best climbs included 
Quietus, Rasp, Pinprick, The 
Arete (Tintwhist/e), Left 
Eliminate (solo), Our Father, 
Alcasan, Grasper, Tensor, 
Pincushion, Neb Direct, 
Left-Hand Red Wall, Fang (solo) 
and Sickle (solo). All these 
routes were climbed without 
aid, but his run of purism 
came to an end on Zukator 
where fatigue and technical 
difficulty caused him to seek 
sanctuary on a piton. 
These visits underline the 
fact that the British have 
little justification for being 
complacent either about the 
technical or the ethical aspects 
of their climbing. However, they 
still appear to excel in the 
joie de vivre that is such an 
essential element in climbing . 

THE SCOTTISH SPORTS COUNCIL 
WINTER COURSES AT GLENMORE LODGE 

December 1973 - April 1974 

Winter Mountaineering (6 days) 
Snow and Ice Climbing (6 days) 
Snow and Ice Climbing (10 days) 
Winter Survival (10 days) 
Winter Mountain Leadership Certificate Basic Training 

£24 
£30 
£35 
£42 

(6 days) £25 
Winter Mountain Leadership Certificate Assessment 

Also Skiing Courses. 
These courses are greatly 
advisable. 

(6 days) £28 
All fees plus V.A.T. 

in demand, and early booking is 

Full details and booking forms will be sent on application to : 

THE SCOTTISH SPORTS COUNCIL, 
4 QUEENSFERRY STREET, EDINBURGH EH2 4PB 
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"qfut ((} c£cf!le{[ tip; enonnous q/J;rxipices" 
cflamue(Cfwyfur (!Joferu{ge 1802 

T hat "Scafell is the greatest crag in Britain " is a 
statement which, undoubtedly, would be hotly 
disputed by many climbers, particularly those who 
frequent Ben Nevis and Clogwyn du'r Arddu . In 
terms of climbing history, however, Scafell's claim 

is unchallenged, for only here is it possible to trace, as on no 
other crag in Britain, the whole history of the sport of rock 
climbing through all its many phases. It was on Scafell that 
the first rock climb in Britain was recorded and it was here 
that the great pioneers, 0. G. Jones, Botterill , Herford and 
many others made such advances in technique that they 
acted as a stimulant for the whole sport. For over a century, 
in the great melting-pot of Scafell , man and crag have been 
blended and the result is the sport of rock climbing as we 
know it today. 

Separated from the highest and one of the most well-trodden 
mountains in England by the narrow-ridge of Mickledore, 
the great crags of Scafell appear to extend in unbroken array 
from Eskdale almost into Wasdale. C. F. Holland, that great 
chronicler of stirring events on Scafell, wrote in the 1936 
edition of the Fell and Rock Climbing Club Guide: 

"It is probable that the sight of the great cliffs of the 
Scafell massif has sent a thrill of awe to the hearts of 
more human beings than any other scene of savage 
grandeur in the British Isles. For the climber there is still 
an atmosphere of romance, not only from what has been 
done in the past, the historic wanderings of the 
pioneers over these rock faces, but also from the feeling 
that there are secrets that the mountain has kept through 
all these years, secrets that it may yet fall to our lot to 
discover, and that even so there will be still further 
secrets behind these, so that generations of climbers to 
come will gaze at these cliffs with the questioning look of 
those who wish to ascend by hitherto untrodden ways." 

The history of climbing on Scafell merits far more than a 
mere list of first ascents, which can be obtained from the 
guidebook. As H. M. Kelly and J. H. Doughty put it in their 
excellent Short History of Lakeland Climbing 1: " climbing 
history, like the climber's (hawser-laid) rope, is made up of 
three strands, the rocks, the climbers and the sport .. . the 
development of climbing in its broader technical aspects 
must perforce be largely told in terms of men and routes" . 
They showed how the development of climbing could be 
divided into four main phases: 
(a) The period of the Easy Way, in which summits were 

reached by the easiest possible route (up to 1880). For 
example, the North, or Penrith Climb (1869) and 
Mickledore Chimney (1869) . 

(b) The Gully and Chimney period (1880-1900) - Deep 
Ghyll (1882), Steep Ghyll (1884), Slingsby's Chimney 
(1888), Moss Ghyll (1892). 

(c) The Ridge and Arete period (1890-1905) - Jones's 
Route from Deep Ghyll (1896), Pisgah Buttress (1898) . 

(d) The Slab and Wall period (1905 - present times) -
Central Buttress (1914), Moss Ghyll Grooves (1926). 
This section possibly could be sub-divided to indicate 
the beginnings of the 'modern age', the period during 
which pitons began to be used, first for belays and later 
for aid (1933 onwards) - Overhanging Wall (1933) , 
Mayday (1938) , The Overhanging Grooves (1963), 
Nazgul (1966) and the White Wizard (1971). 

There are, of course, some overlaps and some anomalies. 
For example, Botterill's Slab, a (d) climb, was done in 
period (c) . 

Rock climbing as a sport began with Haskett-Smith 's 
ascent of the Napes Needle on Great Gable in 1886. As 
Geoffrey Winthrop Young wrote in 19462 : "It was the 
unique appearance of the Matterhorn, combined with the 
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tragedy of its first ascent and Whymper's solitary return, 
which extended the knowledge of mountaineering and its 
acknowledgment as a sport to the whole world. It was 
the drama of Haskett's lonely discovery and the ascent of 
something so fantastically shaped (for our peaceful island) 
as the Needle which first won public recognition for rock 
climbing and launched it as an established, if at first not 
very popular, sport among us". Indeed, it was the sight of 
a photograph of the Needle in Spooner's window in the 
Strand which sent Owen Glynne Jones, then a technical 
student in London, hot-foot to Wasdale Head, and there 
can be no doubt as to the contribution he made, not only 
to the development of rock climbing on Scafell , but to the 
sport in general. 
However, the climbing history of Scafell goes back almost 
a century before Jones appeared on the scene. Between 
August 1st and 9th, 1802, the poet Samuel T. Coleridge 
made what he described as a "circumcursion" from Keswick 
by Newlands to Buttermere and St. Bees, up Ennerdale, 
thence by Gosforth to Wasdale Head, from where he 
climbed Scafell, descended to Taws in Eskdale, and then 
continued by Ulpha and Coniston to Brathay and so back 
to Keswick. It is clear from his notebooks, now in the 
British Museum, that he descended from the summit of 
Scafell to Mickledore by the route we now call Broad 
Stand. He got down by "dropping" by the hands over a 
series of "smooth perpendicular rock" walls, got "cragfast" 
or nearly so, and finally slid down by a "chasm" or, "rent" 
as between two walls . He recorded too that on reaching 
Mickledore, his "limbs were all of a tremble", a 
phenomenon not unknown among modern cragsmen ! 
Coleridge has, therefore, some claim to be the first rock 
climber, although the title might well be given to a certain 
Captain Brown, who ascended Jack's Rake on Pavey Ark 
during the 18th century. 
Some sixty years elapsed before the next routes were made 
on Scafell: Petty's Rift, the North Climb and Mickledore 
Chimney. We shall never know whether these routes were 
made for climbings' sake, or whether they were just a means 
of avoiding the awkward Broad Stand route to Scafell's 
summit. As late as 1881, Jenkinson wrote in his Practical 
Guide to the English Lakes: "To cross Mickledore Chasm 
from_Scafell Pike to Scafell without making a detour is 
considered, next to the dangerous ascent of the Pillar Rock, 
as the most difficult bit of mountaineering in the Lake 
Country" . This is advice which, even today, the countless 
walkers heading for Scafell's summit from Mickledore and 
vice versa would do well to heed. 

From about the mid-19th century Wasdale Head home of 
the "highest mountain, the deepest lake, smallest church, 
worst parson and biggest liar in England" became the 
haunt of several Lake Poets and other eminent men of 
letters, students, academics and members of the Alpine 
~lub, _who found Wasdale "to be an unspoiled place in a 
sItuatIon of uncommon grandeur". Invariably they stayed 
at the Huntsman's Inn (formerly Row Foot, licensed about 
1856, later to be enlarged and renamed the Wastwater 
H<:>tel) _, which was presided over by a genial character, 'Auld' 
vy111 R1ts~rn (the biggest liar), who was always ready to 
give advice on the fells, on which he was a mine of 
information, or indeed on any topic whatever. In 1882 
W. P. Haskett-Smith spent nine weeks at Wasdale Head 
and began his systematic search for new climbs. Until then, 
members of the Alpine Club were inclined to look upon 
r?cks below the snow line as "slimy and treacherous, only 
fit for roots of heather and wild grasses to harbour in". At 

Right: Early Scafe/I climbers negotiating the celebrated Collie Step in 
Moss Ghy/1. Photo: Abraham 
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I Will Ritson of "Wasdale Head I by Paul Nunn 

i 
l The fells dominate Wasdale Head as they dominate no other opportunistic fun-loving flexibility which was fundamental to his 
l English mountain centre. Nowhere are the high mountain attrac- nature did much to set the tone in the major seat of early English 
i tions closer in the brilliance of fine weather, nowhere are they more rock climbing. 
j oppressive with that "sense of something foreboding" which He was intensely loyal to Wasdale and was quick to attack those 
j Guido Rey stressed, when curtain upon curtain of rain sweeps up 'southerners' who disparaged the place. Indeed, as local philosopher, 
: the gusted lake from the Irish Sea. It is on such days that locals it appears to have been his self-assigned duty. 
f make for their homes and visitors for the pub, as is always the case "Fancy living 'ere all yer life. Why don't yer come up to Town 
t in mountain areas, whatever the puritans may distil as the true and see the sights?" he was asked. 
; spirit of the hills. Once inside, the deluge provides every reason "There's nea occasion, me lad, for us to cum to London, cos 
j for escape into be,oze, conversation and, gradually and with luck, some o't sights cums down here to see us," Ritson replied. 
j wit and pleasant competition. . . For those of us poor mortals who have long detested the great 
j Wordsworth was only one of several guide wnters to commend Wen's bloodsucking arrogance, Ritson's answer to a naive enquiry 
: Wasdale: "No part of the country is more distinguished for about fishes' winter diet is even more acceptable: 
f sublimity" (1810). By the mid-nineteenth century, the growing "We git a terrible lot o' Londoners an they go to duck and wesh 
l middle-class provided a steady stream of visitors. Otley's guide of theirsels up i't ghyll. Well they're about as lousy as whelps, 
i 1844 mentioned that "a Public House is much wanted ... it is an' t'laal fishes catches t'flees and lives on them i't winter." 
j expected that a licence to entertain travellers will shortly be In his younger days, Ritson often wandered with Professors 
j obtained by one of the householders". But the efficiency of that Sedgewick and Wilson, and apparently with Wordsworth and 
; entertainment could scarcely have been anticipated, if indeed De Quincey. He was in the habit, as champion Cumberland 
: Ritson's Huntsman's Inn, opened in 1856, was the first at Wasdale Wrestler, of taking on his visitors at wrestling and jumping. 
f Head. "The first time Professor Wilson came to Wasdale Head," said 
! Will Ritson was a statesman, the local equivalent of a freeholder. Ritson, "he had a tent set up in a field, an' he got it well stock't 
l The Lakeland statesman was no downtrodden labourer, for he was with bread and beef and cheese and rum and ale an' such like." 
l relatively free from gentry control and seems to have enjoyed a The professor then proceeded to get some competitions going with 
l proud independence only matched ·brhis love of traditional sports, the locals. These ended in a rowing boat trip in which the inebriated 
1 a liking for beer, and an ingrained conservatism of an extremely "prof" fell overboard and disappeared to cries of "Mr. Wilson's i't 
i individualistic kind. Old Dalesmen in Borrowdale in the late watter, Mr. Wilson's i't watter". After a few moments of alarm 
t nineteenth century are reputed to have refused to use the new he popped up astern, delighted by the consternation he had caused. l road, preferring that on the slopes of Base Brown; furthermore, if 
• Though he did some climbing, 'Auld Will' retained a healthy t Haskett Smith can be believed, they even insisted that their less countryman's scepticism about its superiority to fell walking. 
i sceptical sons did likewise. One enquiry about crags on Gable met with the reply: 
t A farmer and a keen hunter, Ritson knew the fells intimately " . . . isn't fells good enough for ye?" On another occasion, 
l before he extended Row Foot Farm to provide ham, eggs, beer he was asked if he knew a climb right of Mickledore which 
; and extra income in 1856. The enterprise appears to have been had been done by George Seatree and John Wilson Robinson. 
: an undiluted success, to the credit of both Ritson and his hard- "No," he replied, "an' if it's the same place as ah mean, ah don't 
f working wife Dinah. think yea've been up - nowt but a fleein' thing could git up there." 
l It would be a mistake to see Will Ritson as a mere hotelier. He By this time Ritson was approaching retiring age and perhaps 
l became the most expert of local fell guides, kept a pack of hounds increasingly scathing about new-fangled ways. When Seatree's 
l and treated his visitors to ma~sive do~es of his hum?~r. T~ere can party climbed Pillar, Ritson said they had not gone the right way: 
l be little doubt that the umque mixture of trad1t1onahsm and "Mr. Baumgarten an' t'shepherds went up t'other side, but 
~--·-··-··-·-··-··~··-··-··-··-•.-..-..-...-...-•·--·-·-·-··-·---··-·-··--··--,..-,.- ,.-.-·.-·.-·,-•,-t._..-................ -·-··-·-

that time, too, winter climbing in the Alps was not, in 
general, thought of as a possibility. The Alpinist's need to 
be fit induced him to consider whether or not winter 
conditions on the British hills would be suitable training 
for the Alps. So, he went into the gullies and chimneys 
looking for snow to practice on. Of course, it was not always 
there, so he switched his attention to the rocks. The Gully 
and Chimney era of climbing had begun. Exploration at 
that time was not the sole province of the Alpine Club, 
however. Indeed, John Wilson Robinson, a farmer of 
Lorton, near Cockermouth, almost certainly introduced 
Haskett-Smith to the Needle, his father having discovered 
and sketched it as early as 1828. Robinson was a 
tremendous walker and rock climber and was able to place 
his extensive knowledge of the fells at the disposal of the 
climbing fraternity. He rose frequently at 3.0 a.m. and 
walked to Wasdale Head via Buttermere, Scarf Gap and 
Black Sail Pass, had a day's climbing around Wasdale 
Head, then walked back! In 1884 with Haskett-Smith he 
climbed, in heavy mist and rain, the 'Deep Ghyll Pillar (also 
known as the Scafell Pillar and later renamed the Scafell 
Pinnacle), the first of his fifty-odd ascents, by means of 
Steep Ghyll. This gully is certainly a highly unpleasant spot, 
as George Abraham remarked in the 1908 number of the 
Fell and Rock Climbing Club Journal: "Climbers who find 
pleasure in standing on a disintegrating foothold and 
cleaning wet, slimy moss off loose handholds, may revel 
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in the attractions of Steep Ghyll". 
This route was later described by Professor Norman Collie, 
who made the ascent under winter conditions in 1890, as 
"one of the most dangerous climbs I have ever made", a 
hardly surprising comment since the route is probably the most 
serious winter climb in the Lakes (about Grade 4 
Scottish grading). Haskett-Smith had actually climbed the 
Pinnacle from Jordan Gap a couple of years earlier, 
"without the use of ropes or other illegitimate means" . The 
nomenclature of the climbs done during this period seems 
to indicate that the pioneers were a biblical-minded lot, the 
Pinnacle being seen as the Promised Land across the 
Jordan Gap from Pisgah. 

T he Golden Age 
In 1888 Cecil Slingsby, a sturdy Yorkshire yeoman with a 
tremendous record of exploration in Norway and the Alps, 
worked out his excellent route from the lower part of Steep 
Ghyll to the top of the Pinnacle via Low Man. This route 
is highly popular to this day and, despite its lowly grading 
(Hard Difficult) it is, under slimy conditions, quite a serious 
proposition. He subsequently read a paper on the ascent at 
the Alpine Club in which he urged members "not to 
neglect the Lake District, Wales and Scotland whilst we are 
conquerors abroad". It must have been exhortations of this 
kind which prompted A. F. Mummery to visit Wasdale 
Head ; he went only once, however, in 1893, and having 

I; 
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"Auld Will Ritson, sheep farmer, innkeeper and wit, was the genius of the place. What fun went on 
in the shadow of Scafell; what feats of spear-fishing by torchlight, what wild fox hunts over the 
fells, what fine wrestling matches on the green on summer evenings, what cards parties, what dancing 

l 

I 
I 

Will Ritson ( 1808-1890) 
I've heard that some reading chaps had gitten up t'same way as 
you did." 
Evidently by this time the academic reading party had begun the 
invasion which was to be an important constituent of early climbing 
in this area. 
Ritson had good reason to laud Baumgarten's route, as he had 
accompanied him for much of the way, in 1859, desisting only on 

made the second ascent of Great Gully on the Screes he 
felt obliged to write : "Climbing in the Caucasus was easy 
and safe; in the Alps too, it was usually the same, though 
sometimes difficult, but climbing at Wasdale Head was 
both difficult and dangerous". It is a pity that the choice of 
such a loose climb put him off the Lakes for good. 

Six months before Slingsby worked out his route up the 
Pinnacle, however, there occurred an event without 
mention of which the history of Scafell would be 
incomplete. Under winter conditions Cecil Hopkinson led a 
party 150-200ft. up the face of the Pinnacle, only to be 
repulsed by icy rocks: he got his party safely off the face by 
reversing the climb, a tour de force as far ahead of its time 
as Botterill's Slab and Central Buttress were years later. The 
climb had to wait a quarter of a century for an ascent, when 
the sock-clad feet of the gritstone-trained Herford and 
Sansom were able to cope with the steep, open slabs of 
the face, a type of climbing untried until Hopkinson's bold 
effort of 1887. 

The Gully and Chimney epoch was now in full swing and 
routes were falling right and left. It is significant that many 
of the names associated with guideless climbing in the Alps 
are those of the pioneers of rock climbing in Great Britain -
Pilkington, Slingsby and Collie in particular. The latter 
will always be remembered not only for his explorations in 
the Black Cuillin of Skye, but also for his ascent in 1882 of 

and good humoured riot ... " 
George Seatree c. 1900 
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the final sections. Baumgarten got back safely, although he left / 
"his watch and his purse and a note . . . if he never came back I 
again it would be mine". Characteristically, Auld Will mentioned i 
also the great celebrations afterwards! j 
Entertainment in the valley was both natural and manufactured. j 
The parson provided one convenient butt to Ritson and Wilson. j 
According to Haskett Smith, he wore knickerbockers and stockings I 
of vivid scarlet, together with wooden clogs with edges bound with : 
brass. Living alone, he depended upon the Hotel for his one warm l 
meal a day which he collected in a tiny tin vessel. Once "someone l 
tied a donkey by its tail to the bell rope of the little church", i 
while on another occasion Ritson told the tale of the old parson j 
who "kept a churnful of sermons which he used to preach down : 
to the bottom then turn over and begin again" . The local parson I 
fared better than several visiting bishops, one of whom, on a l 
guided trip up Scafell, complained at Ritson's speed. l 
"Well, here ye are Mister Bishop," said Ritson, "as near Heaven l 
as ye ever will be." ; 
As local philosopher, Ritson could pontificate with apparent i 
authority on everything. When a young lad expounded in his ; 
kitchen on the benefits of marriage with a dowry, Will observed: I 
"That's the varra worst thing thou could think o' doin'. Our old : 
Dinah there had a five pund note, an ah never 'eard t'last on it!" l 
New technology was treated as irreverently as new climbs. An ! 
unfortunate photographer in Keswick asked Will to smile. l 
"Ay, if thou fetch me a mug o' ale," said Will. i 
Once wetted, the smile appeared, was photographed and reburied j 
in the glass. In the evening the camera plate was found to be I 
fogged, for Ritson had opened it in the owner's absence. : 
"It was a gay good joke, for t'likeness-taker had lost both his beer I 
and my smile." l 
There can be little doubt that The Huntsman's Inn, which I 
eventually became the Wasdale Head, a centre for endless boozy l 
nights and preposterous games of barn rugby a century after i 
Ritson's lively inauguration, played a major part in the development I 
of Wasdale Head as a leading rock climbing centre. It provided : 
accommodation, food, beer, a warm fire, a few books and an f 
accordion, on foul days, and above all it developed its own l 
mythology, spun, elaborated and continually recreated by its i 
irreverant and sparkling founder . ! 

Moss Ghyll, the classic gully separating Central Buttress 
from Pisgah. About half-way up the gully, a huge chockstone 
forms a cave, and the party was defeated in its attempt to 
surmount this until Collie "by the ingenious expedient of 
hacking (with an ice axe) at a thin underplate of rock, 
exposed a small foothold on the wall which enabled him to 
traverse out from the pitch and into a place of safety beyond". 
Collie took the easiest line out of the gully above the cave, 
a sweep of broken slabs on the left, and it was left for 
Dr. Collier to climb the true, and considerably more difficult, 
finish by the final chimney at a later date. A short time 
later 0 . G. Jones had a narrow escape when he fell off the 
Collie Step whilst soloing in winter; he fell twenty feet, but 
was stopped by his rope, which he had prudently attached 
to a boulder. He suffered two cracked ribs but even this did 
not deter him, and he finished the climb wearing a pair of 
borrowed Harrow football gloves! In good conditions Moss 
Ghyll is an excellent winter climb (about Grade 3, Scottish 
grading) , but the difficulties, particularly at the Collie Step 
should not be under-rated if the rocks are iced. During the 
winter of 1961 Robin Smith and Dougal Haston began a 
casual ascent of the Ghyll wearing one crampon each but 
were eventually obliged to retreat as darkness fell. 
Up to this time climber~ had felt the need for the security 
provided by the enclosing walls of gullies and chimneys. 
However, as the supply of gullies in the Lakes was rapidly 
diminishing under the concerted attacks of Haskett-Smith, 
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0 . G. Jones and their colleagues, narrower fissures were 
sought out for further routes. These chimneys and cracks 
were often only wide enough for an arm, or leg-jam, but 
they still gave the climber that sense of security he desired. 
So, as the climber began to look for more variety in a route, 
he began to venture out on to the face of the crags. 
Hopkinson had, despite his repulse on the Pinnacle Face a 
few years earlier, descended a considerable distance from 
Low Man, and constructed a cairn on a large ledge, which 
still bears his name. 
Collier too, in 1893, put up a ferocious {for that time) little 
climb up the left side of Central Buttress which, three years 
later, compelled 0. G. Jones to resort to combined tactics 
on the second ascent. 
In 1884 Haskett-Smith produced his Climbing in the British 
Isles in two volumes. Despite the fact that climbers had 
been describing their deeds in print for over fifty years, 
Haskett "was the first to break the unwritten law that 
accounts of climbs in Britain should be passed down only 
by word of mouth, so that the information would be graded 
according to the experience of the recipient" .3 Haskett 
described where the climbing was to be found, but left the 
reader to find out how to climb the rocks when he got there. 
The time was now ripe for 0 . G. Jones to put his 
unmistakable stamp on British rock climbing. A fearless and 
powerful climber (he had been known to do a one-arm 
pull-up on the shaft of an ice-axe held horizontally by the 
Abraham brothers, with a climber tucked under his other 
arm), he began his assault on the Pinnacle from Deep 
Ghyll. Accompanied by the Abraham brothers he led a 
splendid climb which combined the crack-climbing of an 
earlier era with face and vertical arete climbing. Two years 
later, in 1898, he made an epic ascent of the Pinnacle Face 
itself. Having already had a long day's climbing on Scafell, 
Jones could not resist an attempt on the face, despite the 
late hour. He climbed directly from the Lord's Rake end of 
Pinnacle Terrace, along the Gangway and up steep slabs to 
the Waiting Room, from where the Mantelshelf led (with 
the aid of a shoulder) to the Crevasse and a junction with 
Slingsby's Route. This superb climb, done in stockinged feet 
on the edge of darkness, ranked alongside Solly's ascent of 
Eagle's Nest Direct on Gable, and was well ahead of its 
time. It was, in fact, a great forerunner of the Slab and Wall 
period. It was not repeated until 1912, there having been 
a major set-back to British rock climbir;ig in 1903 when four 
experienced men, members of the Climbers' Club, were 
killed trying to reach the elusive Hopkinson's Cairn directly 
up the slabs from Jones's Route. It was clear from the boot
nail scratches on the rock that they had fallen from the 
vicinity of what we now call Herford's Slab, immediately 
below Hopkinson's Cairn. Even with the belaying techniques 
available today the Pinnacle Face is not over-endowed with 
protection: seventy years ago, linked by a thick hemp rope, 
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the belay-less climbers had no chance when the leader's 
nailed boots skated off the polished rock. As Abraham wrote 
later: "The rope is useless. A falling leader could pull down 
the whole party" . He recommended that the Pinnacle Face 
should be climbed solo, if at all. The rather rudimentary 
belaying techniques used at that time were described by 
C. H. Oliverson (F.R .C.C. Journal, Vol. I, p 169, 1908). He 
mentioned ice-axe belays, where the climber anchored 
himself to a horizontally wedged axe, and knee belays, 
where the leader used his knee to achieve extra friction in 
supporting the second man. The normal belay for safe
guarding the leader involved simply passing the rope over 
a bollard of rock, but there was no such protu"berance on 
the Pinnacle Face. 
0 . G. Jones not only indicated the way in which climbing was 
to develop in future years, but in his book4, published in 
1897, he introduced the classification of rock climbs which 
(essentially) persists to this day. Climbs were divided into 
four categories - Easy, Moderate, Difficult and Exceptionally 
Severe. It is interesting to note that the grades allocated by 
Jones to various Lakeland climbs agree remarkably well with 
those of the guide writers of today. Jones had made a great 
contribution, but in 1899, at the early age of 32, he was 
killed on the Dent Blanche. The climbing world had to 
wait for over a decade before his like was seen again on 
British rock. 
The views of Jones's contemporaries on his ability as a 
climber varied from adulation to downright abuse. The 
alpinist Harold Spender wrote: "He went where no other 
man would go. He had become easily the best rock climber 
in England". This was a result, as George Abraham put it, of 
"his abnormal finger power and an exceptional gift of 
balance on small holds". Haskett-Smith, on the other hand, 
had little faith in Jones's ability for route finding and said : 
"To bring out his best qualities he needed a good guide 
not to precede but to follow him". This certainly did not 
apply to Jones's explorations on Scafell. Aleister Crowley, 
the "Great Beast" of black magic fame, said of Jones that 
he had "obtained the reputation of being the most brilliant 
rock climber of his time by persistent self-advertisement". 
Perhaps the best summing up, which reflected the 
restrained opinions of the gentlemen of the Alpine Club 
was L. S. Amery's "he was a fine, if over-bold climber". 
The gloom cast by the Pinnacle Face disaster and Jones's 
demise was alleviated somewhat by the appearance of that 
"wayward genius" Fred Botterill who, in 1903, in nailed 
boots and carrying a rucksack and ice axe, led the famous 
slab which now bears his name. He described the ascent in 
the 1903 Journal of the Yorkshire Ramblers' Club. Having 
failed to get up the crack on the right of the slab, he tried 
the slab itself. "Cleaning away the moss from little cracks 
here and there I managed to climb slowly upwards for about 
60 feet. The holds then dwindled down to little more than 



finger-end cracks. I looked about me and saw, 
some twelve feet higher, a little nest about a foot 
square covered with dried grass. Eight feet higher 
was another nest and a chimney ... Not wishing 
to part with the axe I seized it between my 
teeth and with my fingers in the best available 
cracks I advanced" . He removed the grass from 
the ledge to expose a "nice little resting place" 
from which he could sit down and look at the view. 
He saw that his antics were being observed from 
below by a party which included a lady. He had 
" once read in a book on etiquette that a gentleman 
in whatever situation of life should never forget his 
manners towards the other sex, so I raised my hat" . 
He realized too that he had left his axe jammed in a 
crack about five feet below, but dropped it 
when trying to lift it up on the toe of his boot. He 
climbed up to the second nest a cheval " from 
where, after a brief rest, I began to traverse back to 
the crack. This was sensational but perfectly 
safe". Once in the chimney he belayed on the 
'Coffin Ledge' ten feet above and brought up his 
second. The chimney above presented no problems, 
and the Keswick Brothers' Climb was soon 
reached. It is interesting to note that nine years 
later, even the great Herford considered "that to 
lead up it without previous inspection would 
be unjustifiable" . This Very Severe and exposed 
climb was, like Jones's Pinnacle Face route, 
shunned by climbers for over a decade. Both routes 
were, of course, well ahead of their time, both 
in the style of climbing and in standard. In 
fact, Botterill's Slab (VS) was to remain the hardest 
route climbed in the Lake District until the ascent 
of Central Buttress in 1914: indeed, it is the 
only pre-1914 climb to retain the grade of Very 
Severe. 
Botterill was undoubtedly one of the most 
technically gifted climbers of the pre-war era, but 
he appeared to be somewhat lacking in exploratory 
instinct. The first ascents of the superb North-west 
Climb (MVS) on Pillar Rock in 1906, Warn 
Ghyll (S) on the Haystacks in 1907, and Abbey 
Buttress (VD) on the Napes in 1909, were his only 
other contributions. The climbers of his day 
were convinced that Botterill never achieved his 
tremendous potential. Indeed, as George Sansom, 
of Central Buttress fame wrote later: " Botterill was 
unambitious ; he was a very beautiful climber 
and could have done as much as Herford or Kelly, 
had he tried" . 
In 1909, despite his greater ability, Botterill agreed 
to act as second to a man keen to lead Eagle's 
Nest Direct on the Napes. The leader fell on the 
second pitch and the rope, which Botterill in 
the fashion of the times had belayed around a 
spike, broke. The leader was killed and Botterill 
never climbed seriously again . 
The writings of Haskett-Smith and Jones were 
widely read, and more and more people were 
venturing on to the fells until , in 1906, the Fell and 
Rock Climbing Club of the English Lake District 
was formed "with the sole object of fostering 
a love of mountaineering and the pastime of rock 
climbing in the English Lake District" . The Club 
immediately attracted a large number of prominent 
climbers, and since the day of its formation, there 
have been few developments in Lakeland in which 
its members have not been involved. 
The Gritstone Influence 
The early years of the 20th century passed without 
notable incident until about 1910 when a new 
breed of climber appeared: the gritstone man. 
It is no exaggeration to state that, with a few 
notable exceptions, the climbers trained 

Right: Botterif/'s Slab on Scafe/I Crag. This climb was first 
made in 1903 by Fred Botteri/1, whose ascent is regarded 
as an important milestone in British climbing. 
Photo: Ken Wilson 



on the short steep gritstone outcrops of Derbyshire and 
Yorkshire have been the spearhead of nearly every technical 
advance in British rock climbing this century. Their names 
dominate the first ascent lists in virtually every guidebook 
to crags south of the Scottish border: Fred Botterill, 
Siegfried Herford, Harry Kelly, C. D. Frankland, Fred 
Piggott Maurice Linnell, A. T. Hargreaves, Arthur Dolphin, 
Joe Brown, Don Whillans, Allan Austin and a host of 
others. The type of climbing on grit, strenuous cracks on 
the one hand and delicate moves requiring supreme balance 
on the other, produced a man who was uniquely equipped 
to take up the mantle of 0. G. Jones: Siegfried Herford. 
From 1910-1912, whilst still an undergraduate at 
Manchester University, Herford spent most weekends when 
he could not get to the Lakes or Wales on the easily 
accessible gritstone edges of Derbyshire. Accompanied by 
George Sansom, he unravelled the mysteries of the 
Pinnacle Face and dispelled for ever the gloom which had 
permeated the place for over a decade. All the existing 
routes were repeated and several new ones added. The 
'inaccessible' Hopkinson's Cairn was reached from Lord's 
Rake, and in the same year, 1912, Hopkinson's Gully was 
climbed, as well as a number of variations. Herford and 
Sansom recorded their exploits in a Guide to the Scafe// 
Pinnacle which appeared in the Fell and Rock Climbing 
Club Journal of that year. They were clearly reticent about 
describing climbs on the Pinnacle Face without first 
presenting a careful and detailed analysis, in which they 
took pains to differentiate between difficulty and danger. 
They wrote: 
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"It is only after the most careful consideration that we 
have decided to describe the climbs. Hitherto, mention 
of them has been made chiefly in order to warn 
climbers to keep off them. We feel, therefore, that some 
justification is necessary for such a marked departure 
from precedent. In the first place we do not think that 
sufficient distinction has been made between difficl;Jlty 

and danger in climbing. In the case of a climb lying on a 
perfectly clean and sound rock, the apparent difficulty 
varies inversely as the skill of the individual, although 
the intrinsic or technical difficulty is, of course, the 
same for all. It is when the skill begins to be taxed to 
near its limit that danger is present. The danger, 
therefore, depends on the skill of the individual and can 
be eliminated if the skill is sufficiently great. The climb 
in itself is not dangerous. Suppose, however, the climb 
is upon rotten rocks. There the danger lies in the climb. 
No amount of skill can afford perfect security. It is these 
places which, in our opinion, should be avoided. In the 
former category come the climbs of the Pinnacle Face. 
We see no reason why the climbs on the Pinnacle Face 
should be regarded as intrinsically dangerous, but at the 
same time we would most emphatically urge that they 
be not attempted by any but the steadfast and most 
skilful of leaders who, moreover, have had considerable 
experience of difficult slab climbing without boots. We 
would most strongly emphasize the point that boots 
should be taken off; the holds are so sloping in places (up 
to 40°) as to render climbing in boots excessively 
dangerous. These climbs are undeniably best tackled alone." 

Stern warning indeed. 
Gritstone crags are short (usually less than 1 00ft.) and it 
became fashionable to make girdle traverses of them in 
order to produce a climb of reasonable length. Herford and 
Sansom brought this concept to Scafell and managed to 
work out a line across the North Face (this was the second 
girdle of a major crag, that of Lliwedd having been made in 
1907 by Archer Thompson and Reynolds.) They began by 
crossing the Deep Ghyll wall of the Pinnacle, traversing the 
Pinnacle Face, then crossing Pisgah Buttress into Moss Ghyll. 
The main problem facing them was the crossing of the vertical , 
and as yet unclimbed, Central Buttress. They traversed out of 
Moss Ghyll , but were repelled by the sight of the Great Flake 
crack. Sansom then tried one of the several complicated 
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Above: The network of routes on the north side of Scafe/I reveals how 
popular these crags were with the early pioneers: virtually all the routes 
marked in broken lines were climbed prior to the First World War. 
Scafe/I Crag is the main buttress on the left and Pisgah, Scafe/I 
Pinnacle and Scafe/I Shamrock the buttresses to the right. Broad Stand 
and the East Buttress are off the picture to the left. 
Photomontage: Ian Roper 

1 Keswick Brothers' Climb 15 Pisgah Buttress Direct 
2 B otteril/' s Slab 16 Moses Trod 
3 White Wizard 17 Bosun's Buttress 
4 Nazgul 18 Steep Ghy/1 
5 Central Buttress 19 Slingsby's Chimney 
5a 1934 Start 20 Waiting Room from 
5b Direct Start and Finish Steep Ghy/1 
5c Bayonet Shaped Crack 21 Leftovers 
6 Moss Ghy/1 Grooves 22 Left Edge 
6a Variation Start 23 Hopkinson's Gully 
7 Long Stand 24 Jones's Route Direct 
8 Last Stand 25 (Herford's) Direct from Lord's 
9 Narrow Stand Rake to Hopkinson 's Cairn 

10 Slab and Groove 26 Moss Ledge Direct 
11 Moss Ghy/1 27 Pinnacle Face Direct Finish 
12 Clockwork Orange 28 Great Chimney 
13 Banner's Exit 29 Gobsite 
14 The Gripe 30 Xerxes 

.............. Girdle Traverse lines. The lower line was that of 
1912 and the higher line was pioneered in 1971. The routes marked in 
broken lines were all climbed before the last war. Other features: 
C The Collie Step; W The Waiting Room; H Hopkinson's Cairn 
DG Deep Ghyll 

Right: Two views of the Herford/Sansom team in action on the 
Pinnacle Face climbing Jones's Route Direct, a climb considered by 
many to have been Jones's boldest exploit. Sansom, in stockinged 
feet, is negotiating 'The Gangway' (top) and Herford is making the 
difficult mantleshelf move higher up the climb (bottom) . 
Photos: Brunskill 



Above: Scafe/I Crag in early morning light. Photo: Ian Wright. Right: Ron Prior, on the crux of Central Buttress, laybacking up the final section of 
the Great Flake . His left foot is on the chockstone from which Sansom supported Herford during the first ascent. Photo: Leo Dickinson. The photo on 
page 17 was taken during the first ascent of Central Buttress and shows Herford leaving his stance on the tip of the Great Flake. Photo: Sansom 

lines of slabs, which run diagonally across the buttress from 
Moss Ghyll , but failed to get up. This was hardly surprising 
since it took that great climber Harry Kelly many attempts 
between 1919 and 1926 before he finally solved the 
difficult problem of route-finding and led Moss Ghyll 
Grooves, the easiest line by far on this section of the cliff. 
Eventually they located the right line, a traverse out to 
the Oval, a large grass terrace below the Flake, and a 
descent to the foot of Botterill's Slab, the ascent of which 
completed the climb. (Botterill's was in fact top -roped, the 
second ascent having been led by Herford a few days 
previously). 
The Girdle outings seem to have been carried out in 
hilarious fashion. Herford described5 an amusing incident 
which took place as the party was leaving Moss Ghyll during 
one attempt: 
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"A most sensational corner was first rounded on 
unsatisfactory holds. Here the chief excitement was 
reserved for Brunskill who came round last. He was 
wearing for the occasion a long female garment showing 
an elegant waist which he had appropriated from a 
large collection of relics in Walker's Gully, and was the 
cause of much ribald laughter as he swung round the 
corner, his coat tails flying in the air, over a drop 
worthy of the Dolomites." 

It is a matter of conjecture as to how the female in question 
came to lose her clothing in Walker's Gully in the first place, 
although one assumes that even in that period climbers could 
have found a more comfortable location for their extramural 
activities. 

Following their success on the Girdle, Herford and his 
friends were irresistibly drawn back to the vertical cliffs of 



the Central Buttress. In June 1913 they went back to the 
Oval and made their first attempt on the Flake, but 
retreated below the bulge. Herford and Jeffcoat then made 
an exploration from above. They traversed from Keswick 
Brothers' Climb and got out on to the crest of the Flake, 
which Herford then descended on a top rope. He 
pronounced it "just climbable" . The attack was resumed the 
following April when Sansom climbed the Flake from the 
Oval, but only with considerable assistance from a top-rope. 
They did , however, note the possibility of threading the 
rope round the large chockstone near the top of the Flake. 
Herford managed to climb it clean, again on a top-rope 
however. The first real attempt was then made : Sansom led 
up towards the chockstone but came to a halt a few feet 
below it. Herford immediately climbed up from below and 
steadied Sansom's feet on the holds until he could reach 
the chock and thread a rope (previously stiffened by 
soaking in wet moss) to form two loops through which the 
ropes were threaded (this was before the karabiner had been 
invented) and, with Sansom back on the Oval, Herford made 
two attempts, both of which failed. Sansom also failed and 
the tired climbers retreated leaving their ropes threaded 
through loops on the chockstone. 

The final assault on the Flake was later described by Sansom6 : 

"The next day we climbed to the Oval and one member 
ascended to the chockstone to renew the loop, which 
showed slight signs of wear from the previous day's use. 
We decided that combined tactics would be necessary 
and accordingly ran a second rope through the loop. 
Herford tied on one rope and I on the other, whilst 
Gibson and Holland manipulated the respective ropes. 
I followed Herford closely up the crack and hung on to 
the loop whilst he used my shoulders as foot-holds. 
Directly he vacated them I climbed three feet higher and 
hung by my hands from the top of the chockstone, 
whilst he again employed me as footholds, which are 
most sorely needed at this point, for the crack is 
practically hold-less and overhangs about 20°. A 
minute or two of severe struggling and he reached the 
top - to the great joy of all members of the party". 

A remarkable incident which occurred whilst the crack was 
being led was described by Holland7 : 

"Sansom was hanging on by indifferent sloping hand
holds on or near the lower end of the great chockstone, 
and Herford was standing on his shoulders about to 
make the first step of the last tremendous solo effort. 
The initial difficulty confronting him was that of getting 
a purchase with his left foot in a groove unsuitably 
shaped for that purpose. Sansom's left hand began to 
slip under the strain and must inevitably have given w ay 
very soon, in which case he would have come off, 
though only for a foot or two, on to the loops. 
Herford's fall, unavoidable if this had happened, would 
have been a very serious affair indeed, and even if his 
rope had held it is impossible to see how we below 
could have given any assistance, beyond keeping the 
ropes tight, if either had been injured in any way . .. 
Finding himself unable to get his foot as he wanted it, 
Herford stepped back and accidentally put his foot on 
the slipping hand, thus holding it in position, and the 
difficult step was made so quickly at the second attempt 
that Sansom was able to support the double weight till 
that of the leader was removed. " 

( In later years, the rather precarious rope technique used by 
Sansom at the chockstone was refined by the use of 
stirrups.) The climbers considered that they had had enough 
exercise and excitement for one day, even though the 
buttress was little more than half-climbed. The climb was 
resumed two days later when, after some difficult route
finding, with a traverse of the face above the Flake and an 
unsuccessful attempt on the Bayonet-Shaped Crack, it was 
eventually completed. 

Even by today's elevated standards the Flake is no push-over, 
as many competent leaders have found to their chagrin, and 
over the years Central Buttress has become something of a 
test-piece. Although nowadays, the overhanging top section 
of the Flake above the chockstone is usually climbed 
unaided, either by laybacking or jamming (first done by 
Menlove Edwards in 1931 ) , a surprising number of climbers 



Above: The tilting character of the East Buttress is clearly seen in this view from near Mickledore. Photomontage: Ian Roper 



still have to resort to the same combined tactics employed 
by Herford and Sansom. 

Central Buttress was Herford's crowning achievement. A few 
months later he was serving as a private soldier in France, 
and the shining light which had, over the space of a few 
years, so brilliantly illuminated the climbing world, was 
soon extinguished in the mud of the trenches. 
Central Buttress (HVS) was a full grade harder than 
anything previously climbed in Britain and, climbed by 
employing a novel technique, it established a precedent and 
showed, in no uncertain fashion, the way in which climbing 
was to develop in future years. (The Russian climbers who 
visited the Lake District in 1959 were so impressed by the 
route they could scarcely believe it was climbed as early 
as1914.) 

Above: Siegfried Herford - a military photo taken shortly before his 
death in the trenches on the Western Front. 

Herford's prowess as a climber was widely recognised by 
his contemporaries. As Laycock wrote in his obituary : 
" Before his time it was impossible in the Lake District to 
escape from the overwhelming tradition of an earlier great 
climber (0. G. Jones); a previous standard; an earlier cult 
which defied comparison. Herford has eclipsed that 
standard and a new tradition has arisen" . Holland7 put it 
even more simply "Alive he had no equal, dead his 
supremacy is still unchallenged". 
The Great Rubber Boom 
A few months after the conquest of Central Buttress, war 
had broken out and, to a large extent, the sport of rock 
climbing was suspended for the duration of hostilities. After 
four long years, however, the warriors returned to the crags 
and a renaissance was to be expected. True, many of those 
who had been in the forefront of exploration before the war 
had fallen: Herford, killed by a rifle grenade on the Western 
Front in 1916, and Botterill, who died in 1920 from T.N.T. 
poisoning contracted during the war. But, if anything, the war 
had stimulated the spirit of adventure, and the inspiration 
provided by the ascent of Central Buttress was enormous. 
New men came forward , men who climbed rocks for their 
own sake, and not merely as training for the Alps. The sport 
of rock climbing was beginning to take shape. Furthermore, 
there was a new secret weapon - the tubber shoe. Up to 
this time most difficult climbs were done in stockinged feet 
(a gritstone technique). Scarpetti , the felt or rope-soled 
shoes used in the Dolomites, were also tried, but without 
much success. (The slimy conditions which prevail on the 
North Crag in particular during wet weather, choke up the 
rope or felt and greatly reduce their adhesive properties.) 
It was patently obvious, however, that the grip provided by 
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wool on smooth Lakeland rock was vastly inferior to that on 
gritstone. So, soft rubber shoes were introduced, shoes 
with thin soles which could mould themselves to the 
contours of the rock. Naturally the advent of such a 
technological innovation caused controversy, and great 
were the arguments between the supporters of nails and 
those of rubber. (This is nicely summed up in an amusing 
article by J. H. Doughty entitled Nothing Like 
Leather8. ) It became a point of honour among nail 
climbers to attempt the hardest routes in nails. This resulted 
in some incredbile feats, for example Alf Mullen's ascent of 
Mayday on the East Buttress (third ascent, 1939), but also 
some spectacular failures: Edwards had to be top-roped off 
Botterill 's and Arthur Dolphin took a scenic ride from the top 
block of the Flake crack on C.B. The great secret of 
successful nail climbing was the combination of precise 
footwork (many climbers carried their boots to the crags in 
their rucksacks so as not to blunt the nails) with great arm 
or finger strength. As Jim Birkett, a quarryman from Little 
Langdale, and one of the greatest exponents of nail 
climbing, once remarked: "If I get my fingers over something, 
the rest generally follows". There were even factions 
within the nail climbing fraternity - clinkers versus tricounis. 
These days it would be a confident leader who described 
a new route in terms as controversial as those used by 
Alf Mullan, in 1938, in his description of Tricouni Slab, a 
companion route to (though easier than) Botterill's Slab, 
just to its left: "It is doubtful whether clinkers or rubbers 
would be any use on this climb" - a statement which was 
disproved on both counts within the year. The rubber 
controversy continued, although in somewhat muted form, 
into the early 1950s, when the argument was quelled for 
all time by the universal acceptance of the vibram sole, and 
later the P.A. 

1919 was a vintage year for Lakeland climbing, mainly due 
to the activities of that brilliant trio C. G. Crawford, C. F. 
Holland (who had been on C.B. before the war with 
Herford and Sansom) , and last, but not least, H. M. Kelly. 
Their feats on Scafell, which consisted mainly of some short 
routes up the Pinnacle Face from Steep Ghyll and various 
variations, were totally eclipsed by their ascents of some 
highly technical routes on Gable and, in particular, their 
brilliant development of Pillar Rock. Many of the gaps on 
Scafell were now filled in, particularly Upper Deep Ghyll 
Buttress, a very pleasant climb up the buttress across Deep 
Ghyll from the Pinnacle. This route has the distinction of 
finishing higher than any other climb in England. 

1926 saw the solution of a project begun in 1912 by 
Sansom and continued, since 1919 by Kelly - how to find a 
way out of Moss Ghyll , up the series of great slabs and 
grooves, on to Central Buttress. After considerable 
gardening and inspection from above on a rope, the result 
was the magnificent Moss Ghyll Grooves (HS), the 
superb forerunner of several splendid routes out of the 
Ghyll. 

The Welsh Influence 
By the late 1920s, the tidal wave of exploration in the Lake 
District was beginning to ebb. The post-war renaissance of 
rock climbing in North Wales had lagged a little behind that 
in the Lakes, though since many of the leading climbers 
were active in both areas, developments were roughly 
parallel. By 1929, however, the 'centre of gravity' of British 
climbing had definitely shifted to Wales. "Until 1927", as 
A. B. Hargreaves wrote in the 1933 F.R.C.C. Journal, 
" from a purely rock climbing point of view, North Wales 
compared very unfavourably with the Lake District. There 
were, for instance, not more than three or four rock climbs 
in the whole area which demanded rubbers, and the most 
popular climbs were of much inferior interest to those 
corresponding to them in Cumberland and were, in any 
case, much overrated in difficulty in the Guidebooks. In 
that year, however, a real impetus was given to original 
exploration by the discovery by Pigott and Morley Wood of 
a route up the East Buttress of Clogwyn du'r Arddu, that 
cliff being the finest and largest in Wales, and for long 
considered absolutely unclimbable" . Other magnificent 
routes on Cloggy followed : Longland's in 1928, Great Slab 
in 1930, and three routes on the East Buttress in 1931 . 
These impressive developments on Cloggy, together with 
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Above: Approaching the crux of Moss Ghy/1 Grooves. Although this climb is not too difficult by modern standards. its ascent was delayed for many 
years by difficulties in route-finding. Photo: Ian Roper 

those on other crags in Wales, did for British climbing what 
the ascent of Central Buttress had done for an earlier 
generation, They set climbers thinking on new lines, and 
crags, which had previously been regarded as unclimbable, 
were now looked at with unprejudiced eyes. The nearest 
thing to Cloggy which the Lake District could offer was the 
East Buttress of Scafell, a long line of crags running east 
from Mickledore. Although smaller than Cloggy, the East 
Buttress was its equal in terms of steepness, wetness and 
legendary inaccessibility. To this crag, fresh from his Welsh 
triumphs, came that brilliant climber Colin Kirkus. The 
assault began in 1931 with his ascent of Mickledore 
Grooves, a masterpiece of route finding, bearing the hallmark 
of a genius. Some years previously, Kelly had tried this 
route, attempting to reach the big groove by climbing the 
slabs out of Mickledore Chimney (now the Barry's Traverse 
start to Mickledore Grooves, and the start of the East 
Buttress Girdle). Kirkus went about 25 yards left of 
Mickledore Chimney, and climbed up a series of grooves 
until he could reach the great slab, which he traversed 
diagonally to the right, into the huge undercut groove; this 
led to the top of the crag. The climb was very delicate, 
sustained at a good Very Severe grade, very exposed and, at 
that time, totally unprotected, a fact which seems to have 
escaped some modern climbers who tend to denigrate 
older routes for lack of technical difficulty. This route was 
the scene of an amazing escape from death six years later: 
Wilfred Noyce and Menlove Edwards had walked to the 
East Buttress from Buttermere, where they were staying at 
Professor Pigou's house. It had been raining, the lower 
grooves were awash, and even the great slab was shining 
with water. Climbing in socks, Noyce led across the great 
slab and into the big groove. Near the top, there is a very 
awkward move out to grass ledges on the right, and Noyce 
had to change his grease-choked socks for another pair let 
down by friends. As he moved over to the grass ledge, the 
entire ledge slid off. A hundred feet below, Edwards was 
belayed on a grass ledge at the top of the first groove 
pitches, and there were no runners. As Noyce fell down the 
groove, Edwards took in some slack, and with the rope 
running behind the grass ledge, took the strain. The 170ft. 
rope, which consisted of two lengths of hemp tied together, 

stretched, and as two strands parted, Noyce touched -down 
on the ground. He was fortunate to survive a fall of 200ft. 
with only a few broken bones in his face and hand. Professor 
Pigou had a charming habit of awarding medals for feats 
performed by his guests: Noyce picked up a leather one for 
this exploit. 
The year after Kirkus's success on Mickledore Grooves, that 
other great explorer of Welsh crags, Maurice Linnell , led a 
youthful Sid Cross up the Great Eastern Route (orig inally 
named the East Buttress Climb). This magnificent climb, 
which is surprisingly devoid of great technical difficulty, 
took the easiest line up the central part of the crag. Sid has 
fond recollections of that day: Linnell picked him up in 
Kendal after a game of rugby and drove him, in his 
motorbike and sidecar, to Langdale. They walked up 
Mickleden in the dark and slept the night at Angle Tarn 
(Sid had no sleeping bag) before going on to Mickledore 
to watch the sun rise. After a brief inspection of the line of 
the route from the hillside opposite the East Buttress, 
Linnell, without any preliminary exploration whatever, 
launched out on the route, which he climbed in superb 
fashion. A year later he added a direct finish, the Yellow 
Slab variation, which was, without doubt one of the most 
serious leads of the period, being a combination of 
strenuous and delicate climbing at great exposure. In the 
same season, accompanied by A. T. Hargreaves, Linnell 
climbed Morning Wall, having a few weeks earlier led 
Overhanging Wall, a strenuous climb on the overhanging 
part of the crag between Great Eastern and Mickledore 
Grooves. The difficult crack on the second pitch of the 
latter route was climbed with the aid of a piton, the first 
used on Scafell, and this triggered off a discussion on the 
use of artificial aids which has persisted to the present day. 
Linnell clearly thought that the use of a piton on Scafell 
required some explanation. This he gave in the Rucksack 
Club Journal of 1934: "There was only one thing for it, and 
it was an eventuality for which I had come prepared. I 
inserted a piton in the little crack and inserted it well and 
truly with a hammer. Nor was it only put there as a safe
guard; by pulling on it sideways, downwards, outwards and 
upwards, and finally planting a foot on it I was able, with a 
struggle, to reach a little ledge. I offer no apologies; those 
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Above: Dave Alcock on the fiercely steep crux area of Overhanging 
Wall. Photo: Ken Wilson 

who prefer to climb the place unaided are cordially invited 
to remove the piton and do so" . In an editorial which 
retlected the main body of opinion of the times, that great 
climber G. R. Speaker wrote in the 1933 Fell and Rock 
Climbing Club Journal: " At a time when rock and ice 
cl !mb~rs have adopted new engineering tactics and are 
clim~ing more and more with the aid of pitons, the 
admirable restraint shown by the leaders on the more 
severe of our courses is as commendable as it is reassuring . 
To a great many of us the general introduction of 
mechanized cl imbing would rob this wonderful and noble 
pursuit of ours of a great deal of the force of its appeal and 
of its charm". These great routes on the East Buttress were 
L_innel_l 's last contribution to Lakeland climbing : he was 
k1lle~ I_n an avalanche when a cornice collapsed on Ben 
Nevis in 1934, a tremendous loss to British climbing. 
Whilst the influence of the Welsh-trained climbers was 
profound, some of the most impressive routes of the period 
were made by a relatively unknown climber, F. G. Balcombe. 
In the space of a few short years, before he disappeared 
underground to become a pot-haler this " meteor of the 
c(in:ibing world" put up some of the' most technically 
d1ff1cult routes of the period (Buttonhook on Kern Knotts, 
for example) and certainly one of the most serious 
( E~gi~eer's Slab on Gable Crag, which was repeated only 
twice in the next twenty years). Before deserting the crags 
for '.he dar:nper deli9ht~ below ground, he added (purely by 
a mistake in _ route finding), a superb Direct Finish to Central 
Buttress which, when taken in combination with Alf 
Mullan 's Direct Start, added in 1939, gives that climb a 
t ruly modern flavour ; continuous climbing at the Hard 
Very Severe level. 
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I~ ~a~ left to a local cragsman, Jim Birkett, to put the 
f1nishin_g touches to the great pre -war era. His ascent of M ay 
Day Climb on the East Buttress in 1938 rekindled the piton 
controversy. A bout a dozen yards left of Mickledore 
Grooves, a _somewhat holdless slab runs at right angles to 
the "".all. Birkett climbed this using three pitons (for 
security only) and, with his second belayed to one of them 
15ft. up, he was able, by combined tactics, to overcome the 
slab and to be!ay on yet another piton . It is interesting to 
note once again, that Alf Mullan was able to make the thi rd 
as~ent of this climb the following year, unaided and in 
nailed boots ! 
Birkett'~ use o'. pitons (and a shoulder) on the first pitch 
seems, in the light of ascents made the following year and 
more particularly, by comparison with his own later climbs, 
to be completely out of character. Birkett climbed all over 
the Lake District and, during a period of twelve years, put 
up forty-five new climbs, most of them in the VS category. 
Indeed, there is scarcely a major crag in the Lakes without 
one of his routes, most of which are now recognized as 
classics. There is no record of his using pitons on any of his 
later routes, several of which are at least as hard 
technically as the first pitch of May Day, and many of which 
are more serious : for example, Harlot Face (XS) on Castle 
Rock, Leopard's Crawl (HVS) on Dow Crag, Tophet Grooves 
(HVS) on Gable and Do Not (HVS) on White Ghyll. 
However, May Day is certainly one of his harder climbs, and 
since it was only his second new route, (Tarsus (S) on Dove 
Cra9 wa~ climbed the previous year), he was possibly just 
finding his feet on such an impressive undertaking. The 
greatest problem of the climb, the big steep corner above 
the second pitch (the Direct Finish) is invariably wet ; it 
was not solved until the phenomenally dry summer of 1959, 
whe~ Ge?ff Oliver climbed it using two slings and a piton 
for aid . Birkett rounded off his season with the superb 
Girdle Traverse of the East Buttress. Over 700ft. long, at 
Hard Very Severe level, it commences in Mickledore 
Chimney and, making use of the existing routes (the White 
Slab of Overhanging Wall and Great Eastern) , finishes up 
the Yellow Slab. 

The Post-War Years 
During the war, Scafell was almost totally neglected in 
fav<?ur of the much more accessible crags of Gimmer, 
White Ghyll , Castle Rock of Triermain and Esk Buttress, all 
of which were intensively developed by Birkett. In 1945, 
however, he was back once more on Scafell where he put 
up three routes, two of them on the still unexploited left 
end of the East Buttress ; of these, Gremlin 's Groove has 
become very popular. Birkett's explorations on Scafell 
culminated, in 1949, with his ascent of Slab and Groove, a 
magnificently delicate line which parallels Moss Ghyll 
Grooves, but is considerably harder. 
In 1952, Arthur Dolphin and Peter Greenwood, both 
gritstone-trained climbers, arrived at the East Buttress. 
Dolphin, a tall, pale-faced Yorkshireman of iron 
determination, had already been climbing in the Lakes for a 
decade and had many excellent first ascents to his credit 
including Kipling Groove on Gimmer and Deer Bield ' 
Buttress {the second Extremely Severe climb to be done in 
the Lakes; the first, Harlot Face on Castle Rock, was 
climbed by Birkett in 1949). 
Having completed the Langdale guide, Dolphin embarked 
on _t~a_t for Scafell. In the _cour~e of g~idebook writing 
actIvItIes, new routes are invariably discovered and without 
doubt, Dolphin would have made a far greater contribution 
to the history of Scafell (and perhaps the sport as a whole) 
had he_ ~ot be~n k_illed in the summer of 1953 at the peak 
of a brilliant climbing career, whilst making a solo descent of 
the Aiguille du Geant. It is ironical that this was the first 
occasion, out of se':eral Alpine seasons, when he had been 
able to overcome his acute problem of altitude sickness. 
!he loss of one _of the weatest rock climbers of the day, as 
in the case of Linnell nineteen years earlier caused the pace 
of exploration in the Lakes to slow down. ' 
On Scafell , Dolphin and Greenwood turned their attention 
th_e untouched walls left of Morning Wall , where they 
climbed Pegasus, an exposed route taking a slanting line 

Right: Slab and Groove Route, Birkett's elegant climb on 
Scafe/I Crag. Photo: Ian Roper 





Left: The vicious overhanging crack that forms the start to Hell's Groove, first led by Pete 
Greenwood as a prelude to Dolphin's ascent of the groove itself. Photo: Ian Roper 

Right: The right side of the East Buttress. Although 
Ichabod in 1960. Since then, the cliff has produced a 

below Morning Wall. A week later they climbed Hell's 
Groove, which was a good deal harder than anything 
previously done on Scafell. On the first (and technically 
hardest) pitch, Dolphin's height proved a disadvantage for 
climbing the strenuous overhanging crack, and it was the 
short, wiry Greenwood who eventually solved the problem. 
(It may be significant, as Geoff Sutton wrote in Snowdon 
Biography9, that most of the really hard routes climbed 
about that time in Wales and the Lakes were made by 
climbers of this build, particularly those of the Rock and 
Ice Club.) Harder climbs were to follow. Trinity, a superb 
jam-crack climb to the left of Hell's Groove, was climbed by 
Whillans in 1955, and Phoenix by Moseley in 1957. 
Although not recognised at the time, the latter, on which a 
piton was used to climb an overhanging groove above the 
start of Morning Wall , was a full grade harder than anything 
else on the crag. 
A year later, the visit of an 'unknown' l:dinburgh student, 
Robin Smith, resulted, in one day, in two more excellent 
climbs on the East Buttress: Chartreuse, a superb 
combination of very delicate and strenuous climbing, which 
crosses Mickledore Grooves, and Leverage, a strenuous 
overhanging crack climb to its left. The latter was not 
repeated for five years and, since nothing was known about 
it, it came as quite a surprise to the guidebook writing team. 
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Smith's visit acted as a catalyst, stimulating frenzied 
activity among the locally based climbers, who seemed to 
have forgotten that on Scafell there were still more expanses 
of unclimbed rock than on any other crag in Lakeland. 
During the period 1959/60 more hard routes were put up 
on Scafell than in any other comparable period before or 
since. Prominent during this period was Les Brown, 
conveniently situated at Windscale, who proved to be a 
latter-day Jim Birkett and has left his mark on many a 
Lakeland crag . 

The summer of 1959 was phenomenally dry, and Brown 
managed to lead two routes on the East Buttress which are 
normally water courses - Moonday and Armageddon, both 
very serious undertakings which were not repeated (mainly 
on account of wet conditions) for many years. The following 
year he put up Centaur, a magnificent route, one of the 
longest and best, though far from the hardest, on the East 
Buttress. By a superb piece of route-finding, which had 
defeated other able contenders, Brown started at the lowest 
point of the crag and finished at the highest. 

The north face of Scafell, neglected for some years, also 
yielded a surprising number of long, excellent climbs. 
Bos'n's Buttress (VS) , an old-fashioned crack climb up the 
right edge of Pisgah Buttress, was led by Hugh Banner, as 

there were a few tentative probes in the 'thirties, the hey-day of explorations here came in the fifteen years after the war culminating in the ascent of 
succession of taxing eliminates up ever steepening rock. Photo: Tony Riley 

was Narrow Stand (HVS), a harder companion route to 
Moss Ghyll Grooves and Slab and Groove. (Other parallel 
slab-groove lines up Central Buttress followed: Long Stand 
(VS) in 1969 and the Last Stand (HVS) in 1971.) Even the 
Pinnacle Face, which was thought to have been exhausted 
long before, yielded three excellent climbs: the Left Edge 
(VS), a climb most untypical of the Pinnacle Face, up cracks 
on the left of Hopkinson's Gully; the Right-Hand Edge 
(HVS), a difficult slab climb with a very steep awkward 
finish up the intersection between the main and the Deep 
Ghyll faces of the Pinnacle; and a Direct Finish (HVS) 
starting at Hopkinson's Cairn. Finally, Deep Ghyll Buttress 
yielded Xerxes (HVS), a route undergraded for years, 
climbed by Les Brown in 1959. 
However, the best route of the period, and indeed one of 
the great climbs of the Lake District, was found on the East 
Buttress. Ichabod (XS) was led by Geoff Oliver in 1960. 
The climb started as for Phoenix, but from the overhung 
niche at the top of the first pitch it traversed out to the right 
to reach a corner. This was quite a problem, as Oliver 
recounted 10 : " On a rickety flake in the corner of the niche I 
arranged a line runner and tensioned to the right to reach a 
handhold at shoulder height. The hold was not big and the 
angle bulged slightly but it seemed as though it might be 
just possible to mantelshelf on it. One hour and 10 attempts 

The East Buttress Routes (also refer to photodiagram on page 36) . 

1 South Chimney 
2 Gremlin's Groove 
3 Holy Ghost 
4 Trinity 
5 Incubus 
6 Hell's Groove 
&a Direct Finish 
7 Chimera 
8 Pegasus 
9 Morning Wall 

10 Pheonix 
10a Direct Finish 
11 Ichabod 
12 Overhanging Grooves 
13 Gold Rush 

14 Great Eastern Route 
14a Yellow Slab Finish 
15 Centaur 
16 Armageddon 
17 Moonday 
17a Doomwatch Finish 
18 Minotaur 
19 Overhanging Wall 
19a White Slab Finish 
20 May Day Climb 
20a Direct Finish 
21 Dyad 
22 Mickledore Grooves 
23 Leverage 
24 Fulcrum 

........ Girdle traverse links for either the 1938 or 1969 lines. The 
1938 Girdle started on the extreme right, traversed left to May Day 
Climb, descended this and Overhanging Wall, followed White Slab and 
reversed the final pitches of Great Eastern before finishing up the 
Yellow Slab variation. The 1969 Girdle (The Lord of the Rings) starts 
on the left and only joins the original line in three places: the Yellow 
Slab, the White Slab area and between May Day Direct and Mickledore 
Grooves. Routes marked with broken lines were all pioneered before 
the last war. 
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Above: Stretched out on the traverse of Ichabod with rock all round. Photo: Ken Wilson 

Below: Ichabod is No . 11 - see page 35 for guide . 
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later I realised it was not feasible so I called in science in 
the form of a thin-bladed piton . At the side of the crucial 
hold was a crack, and a few gentle taps of the hammer 
pushed home the peg, jeopardizing the existence of the 
hold by widening the crack. With a sling on this flimsy 
support I straightened up to reach a good hold for the step 
across to the corner, and the first obstacle was overcome". 
About ten feet higher, steepening rock forced him out of the 
corner on to the right wall, where he put in a piton . By 
some very delicate and poorly protected climbing on the 
right wall he was eventually able to get back left and into 
the corner. (Nowadays the corner is climbed direct without 
an excursion on to the wall). Oliver now found himself in a 
very impressive position : "The prospect of reversing the 
moves I'd just made was appalling, so the only possible 
course was to push on", but the discovery of a thread belay 
in the V-chimney took the gravity out of the situation (the 
11 Oft. pitch had taken 3 hours) . " The chimney itself was 
reasonable but the exit from it on to a sloping lichenous 
shelf provided an anxious moment" . (This exit is actually 
one of the hardest parts of the climb.) The rest of the climb, 
steep rock leading to the final crack, presented no 
problems. 

The Modern Approach 
In 1939, Colin Kirkus in his excellent article 11 entitled " The 
Ethics of Ironmongery" laid down some guide lines for the 
use of pitons on British rocks. His comments are just as 
valid today as they were then : 

"It is hard to see how the use of a piton on an old 
climb can be excused. Any climb belongs in part to its 
pioneers ; it should be climbed as they climbed it ... If 
an ascent has already been made it is safe to assume 
that there are some leaders who can repeat it in perfect 
safety, whatever the run-out . And the climber who 
cannot manage the long lead in safety has no right to 
spoil it for those who can by sticking in his offensive 
ironmongery. He should instead choose a climb which 
is within his capacity. " 

Ethical considerations of this kind clearly escaped the 
attention of certain climbers who, but a few years later, 
desecrated Kirkus's own superb Mickledore Grooves by 
planting several pitons in the big groove; these rusting 
relics are still in evidence to this day. Kirkus continued : 



" On a new climb, however, the situation is rather 
different. The pioneer party has a certain right to choose 
its tactics and if it seems probable that the full length of 
the rope will be used without any belay being reached, 
then a piton may be justifiable." 

On Overhanging Wall , as later on Moonday, Armageddon, 
Phoenix and Ichabod, minimal aid was used to ensure the 
ascent of an otherwise impossible route. 
By the early 1960s, however, a new pattern was beginning 
to emerge. The use of nuts and wedges, particularly for 
direct aid, had produced a new dimension in climbing, and 
harder and harder routes were achieved with this technique. 
As early as 1963, five points of aid were used on the first 
pitch of Overhanging Grooves (HVS) , which crosses the 
overhanging wall to the left of Great Eastern, then follows 
a groove above Yellow Slab. Contemporary feeling on the 
use of so much aid was such that Geoff Allison, who made 
the first ascent, was most reluctant that the route should be 
recorded in the 1967 guide. However, the guide-writers 
thought differently, feeling that the aid used on the first 
pitch was, to a large extent, compensated for by the 
magnificent free finish , which otherwise would have only 
provided yet another alternative finish to Great Eastern 
(along with Yellow Slab) . The decision to include the route 
in the 1967 guide was probably justified, since the aid used 
on the first pitch has now been reduced . (On the second 
ascent Rod Valentine used only 3 points of aid .) 

Other aided climbs on the East Buttress followed : Dyad 
(XS) , climbed by Ken Jackson and Colin Read in 1968, 
followed an overhanging crack line just to the left of 
Leverage and required considerable aid (an attempt has 
already been made to reduce the amount of aid used to a 
minimum, and it seems likely that this will be accomplished 
shortly) ; Chimera (HVS) , climbed in 1969 by Bill Young 
and Geoff Cram, took a line to the left of Pegasus, three 
points of aid being used on the first pitch to gain access to 
some good cracks ; Incubus (XS) , climbed by Colin Read 
and John Adams in 1972, and as yet unrepeated, used three 
points of aid on the first pitch of an undoubtedly very hard 
line on the steep wall between Trinity and Hell's Groove. 
And yet, surprisingly, good free lines were being discovered 
simultaneously on the East Buttress : Fulcrum, a good climb 
of only VS standard, discovered in 1968 by Ken Jackson 
and John Adams, wound its way through the area of very 
steep rock between Mickledore Grooves and Leverage ; 
Minotaur (XS) , an excellent route discovered in 1968 by 
Sid Clark and Geoff Oliver, took a line between Overhanging 
Wall and Moonday. The crux, on the first pitch, involved 
blind moves over a bulge on one of the most exposed 
sections of the crag, but the upper pitches were pleasant 
Hard Very Severe. Gold Rush (XS) , climbed by Cram and 
Young in 1969, made use of a rather devious entry to gain 
access to a line of good corner cracks to the left of Great 
Eastern, leading directly to the top of the crag ; it is a very 
good climb with a variety of problems. 

The 1938 Girdle Traverse of the East Buttress does not, in 
fact, girdle the whole crag, since it finishes up Yellow Slab, 
far short of the left end. Mike Thompson conceived the 
notion of girdling the whole crag from left to right and, in 
1965, led by Chris Bonington, the attempt was made by 
starting up Gremlin 's Groove and crossing Trinity. To the 
right of Trinity, where difficult moves on undercuts led 
round a corner, Bonington found himself in such a hair 
raising situation that he requested a platoon of soldiers, who 
were passing below the crag, to dispatch a runner forthwith 
to see if the party making slow work of Mickledore Grooves 
could get a move on and drop him a top rope. By the time 
they had got up and rushed to the other end of the crag, 
Bonington, by pulling out all the stops and invoking the aid 
of the Almighty, had got himself out of trouble and up to 
the top of the route. The idea of the new girdle was, by 
that party at least, abandoned and the route, which is very 
hard indeed, was not inappropriately named Holy Ghost 
(XS) . Four years elapsed before anyone else made another 
serious attempt. In 1969, over a two-day period involving 
19½ hours of climbing, John Adams and Colin Read finally 

Right: Th e first pitch of Minotaur, which weaves a line up the steep 
walls and ramps left of Overhanging Wall. Photo: Ian Roper 





completed the 1,200ft. girdle, naming it The Lord of the 
Rings. An article by Read describing this tremendous 
achievement appeared in the Journal of_the Carlisle 
Mountaineering Club for 1971 . 

The Lord of the Rings still awaits a second ascent. 
Possibly the most serious undertaking in the Lake 
District, it starts at Gremlin 's Groove and, by a line almost 
completely independent of the 1938 Girdle, traverses the 
whole East Buttress to finish up Mickledore Grooves. 
Despite its great length, (18 pitches, many of them 
completely new) and great technical difficulty, only one 
point of aid was used - tension on a nut runner from 
behind: a most splendid achievement. 

Whilst most of the main lines on the East Buttress were 
being eliminated, the North Crag of Scafell was not 
forgotten. Just as the vertical face of Central Buttress had 
provided an irresistible attraction to Herford and Sansom, 
so it proved again half a century later. The steep wall to 
the left of Central Buttress had, over the years, attracted 
many contenders. As early as 1945, the crack up the left 
wall of the Flake Crack was attempted by Arthur Dolphin 
on a top rope. Later, Paul Ross pegged a considerable way 
up it, as did Geoff Cram and several others. Eventually in 
1966, after several attempts, Les Brown was successful in 
cracking what had come to be considered the last great 
problem on Scafell. His route, Nazgul (XS), takes a direct 
line up the steep wall left of C.B. It is considered to be a 
good climb, though not particularly hard in its grade. The 
crux, a crack which is actually the left side of the Great 
Flake, was climbed with two pitons and a nut for aid. There 
is a superb top pitch, which could be regarded as a more 
logical Direct Finish to Central Buttress. 

Five years later, once more inspired and partnered by 
Thompson, Bonington and he worked out an excellent high 
level Girdle of Central Buttress (HVS). From a point near the 
top of Botterill's Slab, a very difficult mantleshel! on_ t~e _wall 
on the right leads out on to the face of C.B., which Is Joined 
at the traverse. The climb then crosses Moss Ghyll Grooves 
and Slab and Groove, until a very technical last pitch, a 
traverse under overhangs, leads to the Collie Exit to Moss 
Ghyll. Whilst making the ascent, the pair spotted yet another 
new line, so a few weeks later, this time partnered by Nick 
Estcourt, Bonington was back to climb The White Wizard 
(XS) which proved to be a major route, although it 
is possible to escape after most pitches. It lies to the left of 
Nazgul and is, according to Bonington, a full grade harder 
than that climb. Estcourt used a good deal of aid on the 
second pitch, and there were two points of aid on the fifth 
pitch, which is superb, even though it does not take the 
obvious though shorter direct line (Read and Robinson 
climbed this on the second ascent in August 1973). 

Elsewhere on the North Crag, there had been steady 
development, much of it on the neglected walls of the great 
gullies. In 1968 Martin and Wilson climbed the obvious, 
deep chimney-crack line to the left of Xerxes on Deep 
Ghyll Buttress, producing Gobsite (VS) , not a particularly 
distinguished route. In 1971 Rod Valentine led two hard 
routes up Pisgah Buttress from the gullies on either side: 
Pisgah Ya Bas (HVS), a very serious but not particularly 
recommended route out of Steep Ghyll, and The Gripe 
(HVS), which has a superb crack pitch in an exposed 
situation, out of Moss Ghyll. Carrying on the true tradition 
of guide writers, Burbage and Young found, in 1973, an 
excellent little route, Clockwork Orange (HVS), on the 
headwall of Moss Ghyll to the left of Collier's Chimney; 
at the time they were trying to find Hugh Banner's Exit to 
Moss Ghyll. 

The Pinnacle, too, still had secrets to impart: in 1972, Bob 
Bennett and Royann Lavender put up Leftovers (VS), a 
good little climb to the left of Left Edge, and in June 1973, 
T. W. Birkett, son of the famous Jim Birkett, carried on the 
family tradition by putting up a route on the Deep Ghyll 
wall, Edge Hog (HVS). Shamrock, the tall buttress to the_ 
right of Lord's Rake, and the home of the longest routes in 
the Lakes, was not forgotten either, for in 1969 Read and 

Left: Chris Bonington in action on Nazgu!, tackling the difficult free 
moves that follow the aid on the route 's second pitch which takes the 
front of the Great Flake . Photo: Ken Wilson 

Ron Lake climbed a magnificent route, Gilt Edge Eliminate 
(XS), a 560ft. line with four very hard pitches. 
Scafell's Future 
It was with the pen of a prophet that Kirkus wrote in 1939 11 : 

"In a few years, perhaps, the crags will be completely 
exhausted unless there is a very considerable increase in 
the maximum standard of performance. Each generation 
has claimed that the limit of human skill has been 
reached and each succeeding generation has disproved 
the claim of its predecessors. And nobody has the right 
to climb with pitons a route which is conceivably 
possible without. If he does he will be depriving a more 
worthy contender of the honour of the first ascent, 
leaving for him only the rather bitter pleasure of proving 
that the climb can be done unaided. But some day the 
human limit must be reached. Are the men of that 
generation, then, to be deprived of all the thrills of 
pioneer exploration? Obviously this cannot be so; they 
will take the law into their own hands. There seems to 
be little doubt that some day, be it a matter of years or 
of decades, piton-climbing will come to be a recognised 
practice in this country." 

Some of Kirkus· comments are perhaps a little unrealistic at 
the present time. The use of a minimal amount of aid has 
undoubtedly been responsible for the climbing of some of 
the best routes on the crag, Ichabod and Pheonix in 
particular. Of the routes on which multiple points of aid are 
used, Nazgul has proved to be very popular and it appears 
likely that White Wizard will also become a favourite. On 
some routes, however, the amount of aid used on the first 
ascent has later been shown to be excessive (e.g. 
Overhanging Grooves) and others have so little merit that 
they have been scrapped by the present guide writing team . 
Doomwatch (XS) , climbed in 1971 by Tony Barley, falls 
into this category, although the good top pitch has been 
retained as an alternative finish to Moonday. 
Soloing on Scafell has been practiced from the earliest days 
of rock climbing ; indeed, at one stage the use of a rope was 
considered "illegitimate". Perhaps as a reaction against the 
highly protected routes of today it has become fashionable 
in some quarters to solo the hardest routes. One memorable 
afternoon in June 1969, Alan McHardy and Paul 
Braithwaite took the East Buttress by storm. After climbing 
(roped) Leverage, Phoenix with the Direct Finish, Hell's 
Groove and Centaur they went on to solo, in tandem, 
Great Eastern and Trinity. Mc Hardy then rounded off the 
day by soloing Chartreuse, Overhanging Wall and 
Mickledore Grooves - a total of 2,200ft. of climbing, much 
of it at the HVS/XS level. It was a most remarkable 
performance. 
Scafell , in common with most Welsh and Lakeland crags, is 
fast running out of new rock, but there are still several good 
lines as yet unclimbed, and it is not possible to write, as 
Abraham did in the appendix to the 1911 edition of 0. G. 
Jones's book4 : "So thoroughly has the face been scoured 
that it would be a very rash man who nowadays came 
down to the Wastwater Hotel and said that he had made a 
new route on Scafell". On the other hand, neither is it 
possible to echo Holland's prophetic words in the 1936 
edition of the Scafell guide: "And so we leave the history 
of Scafell at a time when the future is bright with the 
possibility of great developments, a time when there is no 
danger of the call of Ichabod, a time when we may well 
feel that the best is yet to come". It may well be true, 
however, that "the glory is not yet departed": there may 
still be something of value left for future generations of 
climbers on that greatest of all the Lakeland crags, Scafell. 
SUMMARY 
The history and development of rock-climbing on the cliffs surrounding 
the summit of Scafell in the English Lake District. 
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We stock 107 
different 
guide bool<s ! 
By the time you read this it's probably more - just an 
indication of how we cater for climbers not only in 
Snowdonia, but in all parts of Britain or further afield. 
1 00's of pitons, karabiners, alloy chocks etc. all available 
from stock. No waiting. Call at our shops or write for 
quick postal service. 

Big stocks mean 
good service. 
THE JOE BROWN SHOPS 
Menai Hall, LLANBERIS, Caerns. Tel. 327 
Open Daily 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sunday 9.30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

The Climbing Shop, CAPEL CURIG, Caerns. Tel. 205 
Open Daily 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sunday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 



TOP CllMBIRS NAMIDIN 
AUDllYGATI BUGS PROBI! 

WHO WAS BEHIND THE BUGGING RAID AT THE 
AUDLEYGATE? WHAT WAS SO SIGNIFICANT ABOUT 

THE ECHOING TOILET AND WHO WAS FOUND 
LURKING IN IT? DRAMATIC REVELATIONS BY 

SUSPECTED MEMBERS OF THE DIRTY TRICKS SQUAD 
UNDER TRIBUNAL CROSS-EXAMINATION REVEAL 
SHOCK INVOLVEMENT OF LEADING CLIMBERS. 

Mountain staffers Ian McNaught-Davis and E. Lovejoy 
Wolfinger 3rd take a close look at dramatic events and 

the tangled web of scandal and intrigue that has come to 
be called AUDLEYGATE. 

The Raid 
What was to become known as the Audleygate 
Affa ir began on 29th November, 1992 when 
robust Mrs. Gladws LEWIS (48), caretaker 
to the powerful Alpine Federation, returned 
to the 38-storey Audleygate Headquarters in 
downtown London and noticed sellotape on 
the front door lock. From the Arab embassy 
next door she called Sir Isaac HOONT (48) , 
influential friend of the Royal Family and 
behind-the-scenes controller of the puppet 
committee fronting for the Alpine Federation. 

On entering the Audleygate they heard the 
noise of drilling and discovered Nero (Bob) 
MYSTRI (48), discredited Corsican rock
climbing ace, operating a compressor and 
pneumatic drill on the North Wall of the 
main committee room. On the floor were 
boxes of electronic surveillance equipment 
he was about to install to bug the Alpine 
Federation committee meetings. A search of 
the building revealed three other climbers in 
the library and in the men's lavatory, 
famous since the days of Whymper for its 
incredible and uncanny echo. 

None of the group would reveal who was 
behind their clandestine activities until threats 
of banning them from all climbing activities 
forced Ed DRUM DOUT (18) , notorious and 
highly unpopular member of CRIP 
(Committee to Re-Introduce Pegging) to 
make a sensational accusation linking their 
raid directly with The Hon. Roger (Bob) 
HANDRAIL, Chairman, and Bob KALDEBUM, 
Director, of the Dangerous Sports Council . 
This would implicate directly the Minister of 
Outdoor Pursuits, Llewellyn ( Bob) DAFFYDD 
G RU FFYTH, who was suspected of being 
about to introduce a bill banning all dangerous 
sport. 

BUM Denies Involvement 
Denials of involvement came from A. J . J. 
(Bob) MU FTIT, President of the British 
Union of Mountaineers (BUM), long 
suspected of being a front organisation for the 
Dangerous Sports Council and used by them 
for undercover activities to eliminate risk 
in climbing. No statement was made by the 
council but rumours rapidly spread of secret 
payments to Himalayan Expeditions and 
the issuing of climbing permits to banned 

LEAD-LINED ROOM HOUSINC. 
MEMBERS J'ERScW,J.. FIL.£5 AND 

T,A,PES OF ALLALPINEFEDE~TION 
MEETINCS 

SIR 151>-J.c(BoB) HooJ-rr NJD 
MRSQ.At:WS l.EWIS.0-1?.H 
NERc(sos) M'l'STRI il.LLEC,EDLY 
PRILL\Nc; Ho!£ lb Pl.ANT &xi 

ASSEMBLIES OF A,C;INc; 
EX RISK-TAKEl'!S. 

climbing areas in Norfolk involving the 
Audleygate raid squad. 

Sir Isaac, using Palace contacts known to 
be anti the Dangerous Sports Law, set up 
a Royal Tribunal, nominally under the control 
of Sir Kevin FITZGARBAG E (101 ), highly 
respected Southern senator, wit and 
dedicated anti-safety spokesman, with 
David COCKS (48), powerful ex-president 
of BUM, as Special Prosecutor. 
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Llewellyn (Bob) Daffydd 
Gruffydd (48) 
Minister for Dangerous Sports. 
Footballer (ex-goalkeeper for 
Snowdon Rangers 1983). 
Political future dependent upon 
eliminating all risk from sport. 
Denies having ordered the 
Dangerous Sports Council to 
" get those bloody climbers under 
control. Use all resources 
including financial, military and 
clandestine." Major successes : 

The Hon. Roger (Bob) 
Handrail (48) 
Chairman of Dangerous Sports 
Council. Runner (Winner of 
Dovedale Dash, 1984). 
Enthusiastic, guileless pawn . 
Prefers to deal with dangerous 
sports where fatalities have been 
eliminated, such as Putting the 
Balloon, Tossing the Foam 
Plastic Caber, Throwing the 
Paper Dart, the Hundred Metre 
Walk, the Hop, Skip and Stride 
etc. After one climb with 

Bob (Bob) Kaldebum (48) 
Director of Dangerous Sports 
Council. Known as 'Locked Door' 
KALDEBUM due to his insistence 
on secret meetings in locked 
rooms. Mysterious, behind -the
scenes bureaucrat . Nothing 
further known . 

A. J. J. (Bob) Muftit (48) 
Ex-President of British Union 
of Mountaineers (BUM). Best 
climb: YBaigwm (c3, 7V/ 23R -** 
Newelsh Scale). Resigned from 
BUM on Safety/ Horror film 
scandal after the firing of the 
editor of Mountain Life Weekly 
and giving control to Lucifer 
BASH (a fierce opponent of risk 
taking in climbing and supporter 
of Government policy banning 
photographs of vertical climbs, 
such as illegally published in 
Mountain Daily). 

Softballs compulsory for cricket, 
squash and golf (1980); guided 
climbing only and major cliffs 
concreted up (1986). 

Lucifer BASH, he lost interest and 
left climbing problems to his 
Director - KALDEBUM. 

Muftit and Leadballs Resign Over Film 
Scandal 
At this point, when accusations of a cover-up 
by the Ministry were being countered by 
counter-accusations discrediting climbers 
and climbing, there came the sensational 
resignations of A. J . J . (Bob) MUFTIT and 
Pat (Bob) LEAD BALLS, President and Secretary 
of BUM . Muftit claimed he had been ordered 
by Kaldeman , Director of the Dangerous 
Sports Council, to eliminate all fatal accidents 
in climbing and told that he would be held 
on a manslaughter charge for any death. 
He authorised a £42 million budget, on alleged 
verbal go-ahead from Kaldebum, for Safety/ 

Nero (Bob) Mystri (48) 
Writer and Keep-Fit Fetishist. Books : 
A Bolt From the Blue (1981) ; Dril/'em, 
A Study of Corsican Banditry (1983) ; 
Have Gun, Will Travel (1985) . 
A legendary figure who scorned every 
climbing ethic for twenty years. Suspected 

( 

of being employed to bug the Alpine 
Federation Audleygate Suite, but claims he 
was only using the drilling equipment to refix 
the toilet paper holder in the famous 
echoing lavatory. 
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Horror film that would stop all accidents. 
When the alleged promises were withdrawn, 
BUM paid £2.8 million to Warren (Batso) 
Hardman, Sir Donald Williams, Lon Chaney 
Jnr. Jnr. and Yvonne Chewhard for breaking 
their contracts. 
Unknown to Muftit the BUM Secretary, 
Lead balls, in an effort to prop his weakening 
position, had authorised a £53 million budget 
for a Safety/ Porno film to eliminate climbing 
accidents. This cost BUM £2.8 m. compensation 
to Linda LOVELACE (69) , 'seventies star of 
' Deep Throat' when Kaldebum allegedly 
withdrew financial support. 

AUDLEYGATE TRIBUNAL DAY 1 

On the 4th May 1993 the Tribunal was 
convened to determine: 
1. Who were the Audleygate bugging squad 
and who financed them. ? 
2. Did the Minister of Outdoor Pursuits 
authorise their activities or the attempted 
cover-up following the raid.? 
The first witness was Dennis D. GREEN Ill 
(18) , special climbing aid employed by BUM. 
Cocks. What did you know of the attempted 
bugging? 

0 
0 

Green. Nothing. 

Cocks. What do you know something about? 

Green. Well , the Spooks were installing 
some electronic surveillance equipment in 
the Feds H.Q. We call them the Plumbers, 
mainly ex-members of the extinct Rock and 
Ice Club who just didn't make the grade 
but were good enough for clandestine work 
or for the Dirty Tricks Squad. 

Cocks. What was their role? 

Green. The Dirty Tricks Squad was used 
for legal activities to discredit climbers. 
During the past thirty years they have been 
responsible for major coups that have 
brought climbing to its knees. 
They were behind the Cerro Torre drilling 
scandal to knock out the last big climbing 
problem. They financed The White Tower 
and other films and books by Ullman that 
made climbers look stupid. They were 
behind all the television spectaculars in 
the sixties that brought climbers down to 
the level of all-in wrestlers. They were even 
behind the cover-up of the successful 1982 
Everest South Face Expedition. When the 
party reached the summit it was recognised 

.,ll\ _ (l ( 

Sir Donald 'Sup Up' Williams and Joe Beige (a pale version of the real thing) Early Plumbers 
of the 'fifties, who formed Rock and Ice Club as a front for their operations. Retired into legitimate 
business as the Rock and Ice faded into obscurity. Currently engrossed in Lost World type 
expedition fighting man-eating orchids and the giant Anaconda reputed to have crushed a 
Brazilian Army Tank. Fortunately they are equipped with two Hilti Guns and more than 2,000 
bolts that can be fired into anything that moves (or doesn't move as the case may be) . See next 
month's Mountain Daily for JOE BEIGE MEETS GODZILLA. 



Dennis D. Green 111 (18) 
Special Climbing Aide to BUM . 
Poet and writer. Books : Social 
Background of Teenage Extreme 
Leaders in the Bradford Area; 
Working-Class Teenage Bradford 
Extreme Leaders I Have Known; 
Confessions of Speedy Smith . 
Bizarre, eccentric, dedicated to 
carrying ropes for teenage 
working-class climbers from 
Bradford. Pivotal character in 
Audleygate affair, having access 
to all documents and tapes of 
BUM meetings and reputedly of 
the Dangerous Sports Council. 

Sir Isaac (Bob) Hoont (48) 
Chairman of Audleygate 
Tribunal. Climber. Has fallen 
from mountains throughout the 
world . Propounded the theory 
that a climber who never falls 
off has L.M .F. (Lack of Moral 
Fibre) . This is completely at 
variance with official 
Government policy, hence his 
unpopularity with present 
regime. Highly regarded as 
guru of all risk rakers. 

The Audleygate Tribunal. Illicit holograph of the first Tribunal session . 
Sir Isaac HOO NT (left) is attempting to ascertain the identity of the 
intruder (reputed to be Ron JAM ES) who has usurped Sir Kevin 
FITZGARBAGE (rear) from his seat. Len PARRYBERTHY (safety fanatic 
and inventor of the THUNDERFART bio-degradable ice axe) gives friendly 
pat on the shoulder to David COCKS (Tribunal Special Prosecutor) 
wearing his popular Emlyn-Jones disguise. Four days later, the decision as 
to who was to sit on Sir Isaac's right side was made, the microphone 
position optimised, the flower wilted and, with its probing urgency, the 
tribunal swung into dramatic action . 

that this would damage the Dangerous 
Sports Council campaign . Fifty thousand 
pounds was left in used notes in a telephone 
box in Altrincham and the members of the 
expedition still claim that they failed to reach 
the summit. 

Cocks. Who financed the campaign? 

Green. Since the introduction of petrol 
rationing and the 20 mph speed limit 
eliminating road deaths, the government w as 
determined to abolish all risk sports . 
Motor racing was banned in 1983, sailing 
restricted to Naval personnel and since '85 
cricket has been played with a softball. 
Despite the law banning leading, climbers 
were still risking their lives. In '86 the 
government brought in the law restricting 
groups on the hills to parties of six led by a 
qualified mountain guide. With only three 

The Int ernat ional Dirty Tricks Squad 
(right) . This is claimed to be a laser 
photograph of the International Dirty Tricks 
Squad in secret session, presided over by 
Aleister CROWLEY. Peter ' Piss Off' CRUDE 
(left) claims that he was just passing through 
after a telephone box meeting with Regal 
ROBB EM, high priest of American risk -takers 
and sole supplier of de-luxe climbing 
equipment in the U.S., Bugle HASBEEN, 
wearing his Hamish Macinnes disguise, 
remained silent. Nero MYSTRI, alleged leader 
of the Audleygate Raid Squad, demonstrates 
his new high-speed bolt gun to cigar-smoking 
Ed DRUMDOUT (President of CRIP 
Committee to Re- introduce Pegging) and 
Jim McARTHRITUS, who was suffering from 
'Gunks Glooms'. 'Heavy Duty' BIRDLIME 
was only there for the beer. Tom FREEZE 
(waiter) claims it was not a meeting to 
discuss the CIA financed exped ition to install 
radar surveillance equipment on Clogwyn du'r 
Arddu, but they were all there to choose who 
was going to take the barmaid up MF. He 
claims that ROBBEM was hypnotising the 
barmaid in the phone box to break down her 
resistance. Finally they all claimed that they 
were not present except 'The Beast' and we 
have not been able to contact him for 
confirmation. 

guides throughout the Lakes, Wales and 
Scotland, all over 75, it was thought that this 
would bring climbing to a stop. Most major 
crags were concreted up during the 1986 
'Keep the Countryside Tidy' campaign but 
even so secret crags were still being found 
and leading started again . The Minister even 
has a list of climbers . .. 

At this point the sensational revelations had 
the tribunal room in an uproar. The following 
day Dennis D. Green Ill was unavailable due 
to nervous fatigue and Bob (Closed Door ) 
Kaldebum took the stand. 

TRIBUNAL DAY 2 

Cocks. What is this list and who prepared 
it? 

Kaldebum. It was prepared by BUM and 
contained all those climbers known to be 

against the Dangerous Sports law. People 
like Lord Bonehead, Bugle Hasbeen, 
Ricardo McThick, Martin Boysown, Hamish 
Mc Piton : in fact, anyone known to be 
wealthy, politically active and still illegally 
leading climbs. Our plan was to track these 
people, concrete climbs up after them and to 
break up the illicit presses still printing banned 
guide books. 

FitzGarbage. Who authorised the 
Audleygate break - in? 

Kaldebum. A simple failure in communica 
tions. We knew the Alpine Federation had 
been infiltrated by active climbers after 
years under our control. We needed to 
know their names and their plans. 

FitzGarbage. Did the Minister know of the 
raid? 
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Alan Whitesheet (48) New President of BUM . Government lackey and ex risk-taker. Attitudes 
towards current law, banning leading, not clear. Has appointed 52 vice -presidents to BUM, 
one for each week of the year, to handle visits of aged foreign official climbing parties 
posing as youth goodwill visits. Reputedly planning to make a Mountain Safety/ Love film 
w hich will stop all climbing accidents. Said to have signed up Elaine MATHEWS, Beverly 
J OHNSON , Yvette VAUCHER and Pete (The Tongue) MINKS for a fee of £60 million on the 
verbal go -ahead from the Dangerous Sports Council. Lord Bonehead of Bowdon (48) right . 
Authentic calotype of his Lordship moving discreetly away from a telephone box in 
A ltrincham where he has picked up his £50,000 Dangerous Sports Council subsidy 
fo r the 1995 Everest Expedition. Warren (Batso) Hardman (48) below. American 'Plumber·. 
His most famous achievement to discredit American climbers was his 5,000 bolt route up 
the El Capitan Screen. In 1990 the Curry Company, succumbing to enormous tourist pressure 
groups who were bored with the same old views, cut down the trees and converted Yosemite 
into the world's largest drive - in movie . El Capitan was concreted up and became the world 's 
la rgest movie screen, enabling constantly varying views to be projected during the day and old 
TV films at night. Hardman chose to make his ascent during the 5,000th episode of 
High Chaparal (the route runs just to the left of the man with the gun who stands on the 
roof at the start of the film - Editor) . He was last seen surrounded by an admiring group of 
Mariposa County Patrolmen presumably wanting his autograph. 
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Kaldebum. If he had he would have 
lowered the boom. The Dirty Tricks Squad hit 
trouble in the 'eighties when the Minister 
found they had infiltrated the cafes and 
pubs in all the climbing areas. The idea 
was to make climbers unwelcome by serving 
bad food and stale beer. This was successful 
for a bit, but unfortunately trapped the 
ordinary tourist who bitched to the Minister 
and the plan failed . As that incident closely 
followed the ICC scandal the Minister put 
the clamp-down on the Spooks operation 

• and we had to operate without his go -ahead 

Cocks. What was the ICC scandal? 

Kaldebum. The International Climbing 
Corporation was formed as a merger of the 
old Brown-Brigham-Tizo-Galibier-Robbins 
Rocksport empires to establish a monopoly 
in the supply of climbing equipment and 
magazines. It became a very powerful 
threat, promoting dangerous sports to 
further the sale of their products and was a 
direct challenge to the government itself. 
As our policies rejected Nationalisation 
we acquired a substantial shareholding 
through nominees, infiltrated the board of 
directors and successfully doubled the price 
of climbing gear with a rise in prices covered 
by a change in taxation. Unfortunately the 
climbers reverted to plimsolls and washing 
lines and the accident rate soared. It flared 
up into an amazing scandal and we had to 
dump our shares and bankrupt the Company. 
This gave an opportunity for the climbers 
to set up small operations again that were 
not just profit orientated. The whole scheme 
blew right back in our faces. 

AUDLEYGATE TRIBUNAL DAY 27 

What had started as a national scandal had 
rapidly involved American and European 
climbing communities faced with similar 
government intervention . The tribunal 
attempted to subpoena Obergruppenfiihrer 
Adolf VON BERGKOFFIN (93) but he was in 
court sueing all the members of his German 
Army Privates· Everest Expedition ( 1982) for 
failing to get up the South Col route . He 
had led this expedition in a masterful manner 
from his bed in the Wolf Schrantz Private 
Rest Home. 

The next witness was Regal ROBBEM, High 
Priest of American risk-takers. 

Cocks. I heard on my wireless as I was 
driving my motor car from the aerodrome 
that climbing is to be banned in the U.S. · 

Robbem. That's JUSt making legal what has 
in practice already happened ; there are 
no climbers left. 

It started with the Indians in New Mexico 
banning all climbing as their gods live on 
top of the mountains. This spread so rapidly 
that every remnant of every minor tribe 
found a god sitting on top of every damned 
cliff. The GUN KS went down to a tribe of 
six who hold mass ceremonies on the 
dihedrals every week. 

Cocks. What about the Rocky Mountains? 

Robbem. Ah, they were too cold for the 
Indians so a law was passed that every 
climber had to carry a two-way radio which 
would transmit heart-beat rates, body 
temperatures, breathing rates, and energy 
output to video display units linked to the 
Rangers· central computer. If your heart-beat 
rate went too high you were pulled off by 
helicopter at 500 a time. What was worse 
the computer would project energy output, 
and if it determined you hadn't enough to 
complete the climb the Rangers dragged you 
off. The worst case was when BIRDLIME was 
leading the first pitch of a new sixty-pitch 
climb, an overhanging off-width flared 
dihedral. The machine calculated that he 
couldn't do it and he was pulled off 
screaming. 
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Clogwyn du'r Arddu 1992: Shock Revelations! What is the purpose of this device recently noticed on Clogwyn du 'r Ard du? Who installed 
it? Why was the cliff concreted up? (Note lines of November, Vember and Pedestal Crack have been sealed off - Editor). Secret tapes just 
released to the Audleygate Tribunal reveal shock involvement of the Minister for Dangerous Sports, leading American climbers, the CIA and the IRA. 

Hoont. What are the activities of the 
Dirty Tricks Squad? 

Robbem. The most scandalous was when 
Daniel McANGUISH released secret 
government papers revealing the whole plan 
to discredit climbers. McANGUISH is a 
psychiatrist and the spooks raided the home of 
one of his patients, ROPEY, to get 
McANGUISH's private files in or:der to 
discredit him. 

Cocks. What are their involvements in 
Britain? 

Robbem. They sent over a circus performer 
called 'Hot Slut' BARKER to solo all the 
hardest climbs in Britain to make the 
English climbers look ineffectual. 
Unfortunately the spooks miscalculated 
and he was discounted ; not only did he do 
training exercises which were ridiculed but 
he couldn't drink the normal ten pints of beer 
every night before doing the hard routes. 
Of course there are rumours of involvement 
with the CIA in the Radar dome on Cloggy 
and .. . 

Parryberthy. We are not listening to 
hearsay evidence. Stick to the facts. 

DAY 32 

Dennis D. Green Ill, having recovered, 
reappeared. 

Cocks. What do you know of the so called 
'safety film' fiasco? 

Green. Nothing, I know nothing about it, 
it was all the others. I told them it would go 
wrong, at least I would have done if I had 
known about it. For that money we could 
have sent a hundred and fifty teenage 
extreme leaders from Bradford to climb in 
the Himalayas. They are fantastic they would 
have climbed every peak. 
(As he spoke tears of emotion ran down his 
cheeks.) 

Hoont. It has been a real privilege for all 
of us listening to your valuable contribution . 

Green. You don't have to take my word for 
this ; it's all been recorded on magnetic 
tape from bugs in the Minister's Oval office 
and in the Dangerous Sports Council's offices. 

Once again Green Ill's sensational disclosure 
brought the tribunal to a stop. At first the 
Minister denied existence of the tapes, then 
when their existence was established beyond 

dispute refused to release them. Special 
Prosecutor Cocks was fired after his 
probing investigations were becoming a 
political embarrassment and replaced by 
Bibi DEBOOZO, centre forward for 
Courmayeur Athletico and close friend of 
the Minister. Despite these manoeuvrings 
Hoont maintained the pressure and the tapes 
were finally brought before the Tribunal. 

TAPE 23 (Recorded April 1st 1986) 

Daffydd-Gruffyth. There's too much 
climbing going on in Wales . What are you 
doing about it? 

Bob. The local coroner, Witchunt-Jones 
is on our side . After every accident he 
sees clearly what needs to be done and 
as a result we've introduced laws that have 
really brought safety back to climbing. 
Military steel helmets are compulsory, 
the three inch rope made for climbers takes 80 
tons, and rope breakages have been completely 
eliminated. 
Karabiners must now pass a British Standards 
test of 100 tons with zero oxidisation. 
They are now made of titanium and weigh 
90 pounds each. Smooth-soled climbing 
boots are banned and body armour is 
compulsory. 

Daffydd-Gruffyth. You're not getting to 
the root of the problem . We had four people 
die of heart attacks trying to lift all that 
equipment. We've got to stop climbing for 
good and that's an order. 

TAPE 46 (Recorded April 1st 1985) 

Daffydd-Gruffyth. Bob tells me you're 
doing a fine job Bob. 

Bob. Well we've got the climbers off 
Clogwyn d'ur Arddu once and for all. We 
imported a team of American climbers, 
partly financed by the CIA, and we've 
secretly installed electronic radar equipment 
to do 24-hour surveillance of the Irish 
missile programme. We've cemented the 
cliff up. 

Daffydd-Gruffyth. Excellent. What did the 
Welsh think? 

Bob. We put it over as bringing 
employment to the area, but since there 
were no Radar Technicians we only employed 
one girl. For two years they didn't notice it 
was there, they were too keen on fighting 

the climbers who were protesting against 
the scheme. 

Daffydd-Gruffyth. What's the security now? 

Bob. Good. The Welsh are claiming it's 
part of their heritage and that it actually 
improves Snowdon, like the railway and 
hotel on top. The preservationists are 
fighting each other and both sides blame the 
climbers, who could be a real threat if we 
hadn't infiltrated them through BUM . 

TAPE 58 (Recorded April 1st 1993) 

Daffydd-Gruffyth. I've developed a new 
plan to get these climbers off the mountains. 
First the army will occupy all the club huts 
as a state- of-emergency military exercise. 
The Navy will make mass assaults on all the 
sea cliffs and the Air Force will parachute 
SAS men on to every peak. 

Bob. Fine, but we can't occupy them for 
ever. 

Daffydd-Gruffyth. You miss the point. 
With all that nonsense going on someone's 
bound to get hurt. We then issue a statement 
saying that if the mountains are dangerous 
for military personnel they must be lethal 
to amateurs, then I can swing my Mountain 
Access (Refusal) Bill straight through 
Parliament. 

Bob. Brilliant! What do the military think 
of it? 

Daffydd-Gruffyth. Well of course they 
want to play with a few bombs and rockets 
so I have told them only to fire at cliffs we 
haven't yet concreted up and to avoid the 
dams in Buttermere, Glencoe and Dovedale . 

( incoherent mutterings) . 
After hearing this evidence the Tribunal 
retired for six weeks to study the implications. 
Hoont stood to make his summary before 
the National Television cameras. 

" This is the most disgraceful attack on the 
freedom of the individual and an assault 
on our environment that can only be 
considered ruthless. With my colleagues on 
the Tribunal we have developed a plan 
to reintroduce freedom to take risks without 
jeopardising other people and a total plan 
to bring controlled wildness to our mountain 
areas. The five major recommendations of 
the tribunal - which have the support of 
continued on page 96 
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NewBooks 
Maclnnes's new book has 11dignity, humour and a good deal of 
common sense". Alpine Club President questions validity of cumbersome 
Everest expeditions. 

Call-Out 
by Hamish Macinnes 
Hodder and Stoughton: £2.75 

Mountain accidents have a 
morbid fascination about them, 
a feeling of "there but for the 
grace of God go I", perhaps. 
The only other general book I 
have read on the subject is Gwen 
Moffat's Two Star Red, which 
hid behind its somewhat arcane 
title a sermon on the thickness of 
the layer of subcutaneous fat in 
women, and the consequent 
superiority of their sex. 
Hamish Maclnnes's book on the 
subject is bred from no such 
insecurity, and it comes as a 
refreshing surprise to find that 
he has written a very good book 
indeed about his mountain 
rescue experiences in Glencoe 
over the past ten or twelve 
years. 
With such potentially delicate 
subject matter to hand, Macinnes 
does not fall foul of the 
temptation to preach or over
dramatize. His story is told in 
a simple and unpretentious 
manner ; the book has dignity, 
humour, and a good deal of 
common sense. Its author 
emerges as a sympathetic figure ; 
his writing has a fine quality of 
shrewdness and humanity about 
it. He pokes fun where necessary, 
although at times his in-jokes 
are a little indigestible, and 
manages to maintain a right 
balance between the humorous 
and the serious. He feels for his 
home environment, for its 
beauties, dangers and moods. 
and this adds greatly to the 
strength of the book. His energy 
and ingenuity stand out; one 
imagines him as a sort of White 
Wizard, the idiosyncratic 
technocrat of Glencoe. 
The narrative itself is straight
forward and effective ; some of 
the scenes are pure comedy, 
as for example the rescue of the 
lone professorial fisherman from 
amidst the bogs of Rannoch 
Moor, entailing the theft of a 
boat and the consumption of 
much whisky. 
Other scenes are more 
dramatically memorable ; for 
example the midnight episode at 
the foot of Crowberry Gully, 
where Macinnes and partner, 
having just dug a corpse out of 
avalanche debris, are suddenly 
overwhelmed by irrational terror 
and start to run away before 
being engulfed by yet another 
avalanche. The chapter about the 
accident on the Italian Route on 
the Tower Ridge of Ben Nevis, 
in which Jim MacArtney, Mary 
Ann Hudson and Fergus Mitchell 
were killed and John Grieve left 
the sole survivor, is one of the 
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most harrowing in mountain 
literature, gaining enormously 
from the simplicity of its 
telling . Grieve's account of his 
feelings at being left alone, 
high on the mountain in bad 
conditions at the onset of a 
winter's night, is brutally 
honest, and the whole chapter 
captures exactly the disbelief, 
the shocked, numbed response, 
and the helpless sorrow 
consequent on a friend's death 
in the mountains. 
The book itself leaves one with 
a genuine admiration for 
Macinnes and his helpmates in 
the Glencoe Mountain Rescue 
Team, but there is a lingering 
suspicion that a peculiarly 
morbid frame of mind belongs to 
some of the less centrally
associated members of such teams. 
Mention in the book of one well 
known rescuer who seems to 
spend his holidays cruising 
round performing his normal 
weekend function at different 
death-centres leaves me with 
rather a strange feeling, as do 
those posturing individuals who 
clamour round some popular 
climbing areas every fine 
bank holiday, Rescuing seems to 
have become a sport in its own 
right, as divorced from 
mountaineering as rock climbing 
was once held to be. Maclnnes's 
description of the appeal of 
rescues sounds curiously 
familiar: 
" . . . each moment is remembered 
with amazing clarity, for one 
lives at a higher pitch than 
usual when risks must be 
taken which wouldn't normally 
be contemplated. Only too 
often it is a fight for life . . . 
where a single mistake could 
result in death for the casualty. 
It is, on a grand scale, a game 
of chance in which Nature 
holds most of the cards." 
This could be any mountaineer's 
description of the appeal of 
climbing, except that here the 
risk is taken by proxy: " . . . a 
single mistake could result in 
death for the casualty" . 
However essential rescue 
services might be, I don't like 
the sound of that. Perhaps one 
day some bright college student 
will forsake the usual run of 
dissertations on the motivation 
behind climbing, and examine 
the psychopathology of the 
mountain - rescuer. 
For all 'this, Macinnes has 
written a humane and readable 
book. His scenes from Scottish 
life, with their endless flow of 
whisky, repartee and song, are 
particularly well-conveyed. 
Hopefully, at some time in the 
future he will be persuaded to 
write his autobiography, and on 

the strength of this performance 
one looks forward to that with 
pleasure . 
Jim Perrin 

Everest South West Face 
by Chris Bonington 
Hodder & Stoughton: £3.95 

Reviewed by the President of the 
Alpine Club 

Like the leaders of past Everest 
expeditions, Chris Bonington was 
presumably committed to writing 
a book about the 1972, post 
monsoon, British attempt on 
Everest's South-West face, 
whether or not the expedition 
succeeded. Naturally, it makes 
his story to some extent 
anticlimactic that his party was 
forced to abandon the climb at 
about the same point as had 
been reached by earlier 
expeditions - and particularly 
because this point, the foot of the 
Rock Band, marks only the 
beginning of the route's serious 
technical difficulties. But much 
the same thing is also true of 
pre -war attempts from the 
Tibetan side, which were so 
often defeated at, or below, the 
point reached as early as 1924. 
So Bonington's book is a 
worth-while addition to the 
literature of Everest in the same 
way as was, say, Ruttledge's 
Everest 1933. If the decision was 
right to try the South-West face 
with a relatively large party, 
rather than the South Col route 
with a very small one, it seems 
difficult to fault in any major way 
either the planning or the 
execution of the British 1972 
attempt, which was clearly 
forced to give up in conditions of 
wind and cold which made it 
impossible to go any higher. 
Notably, too, the expedition 
avoided dividing its objectives (a 
mistake made by two of the earlier 
expeditions) and also remained 
free of internal splits (which 
largely ruined the third .) This 
made it the most single -minded 
and coherent attempt on the face 
to date. All this is well described ; 
and the book incidentally 
contains chapters on the 
Japanese, International and 
European expeditions, not to 
mention the usual appendices of 
an official expedition account. 
In his chapter of conclusions, 
Bonington writes: "And so the 
siege goes on . Is it worth it?" 
This, of course, is the central 
question raised by the book 
itself, and it is the old question 
of whether the end justifies the 
means. Is the climbing of 
Everest by the South-West face 
so overriding a mountaineering 
challenge as to justify the cost, 
both material and intangible, 

which is involved if anyone is to 
have any chance at all of getting 
up the route? 
The British 1972 expedition cost 
£60,000, and was probably 
considerably cheaper than any of 
its three fore-runners. It was a 
good deal criticized at the time 
- mainly on grounds which seem 
illogical if the South-West face 
is indeed such a supremely 
important immediate objective. 
It was said that £60,000 might 
have supported a dozen 
expeditions to less ambitious 
areas ; but in fact only Everest 
could ever have produced that 
sort of money. Sponsorship and 
the drumming up of publicity 
are unattractive to most 
mountaineers ( Bonington himself 
refers to "all the ballyhoo" ) ; 
but if big money has to be 
raised such things have to be 
accepted - nor, incidentally, 
were the media as much in 
evidence on this expedition as 
on some others. These points, 
and others of the same sort, are 
perhaps really secondary. 
What it all comes back to is the 
importance of the end itself as an 
objective in the early 1970's. 
The South-West face is, of 
course, a route that must be 
climbed one day. Clearly 
it has come to be thought of by 
leading mountaineers in many 
countries as the greatest unpicked 
plum of Himalayan climbing , an 
objective comparable to the 
summit of Everest itself when 
that was still unclimbed. It is a 
pity that this has happened, 
simply because it seems 
premature. Even Chris 
Bonington doubts whether 
standards of equipment, notably 
as regards oxygen, are yet 
sufficient for tackling "what, in 
effect, is a high-standard Alpine 
problem at an altitude of over 
27,000ft." At the moment, only 
siege tactics can hope to 
succeed ; how vulnerable these 
are has been demonstrated by 
each successive attempt. 
Five expeditions have now 
failed in three years. For 
political reasons, attempts from 
the Tibetan side before the war 
did not come so thick and fast, 
the first actual attempt being in 
1922 and the fourth in 1936, 
At that stage people began to 
question the whole concept of 
the cumbersome, costly 
expedition and its pattern of 
repeated gallant failure. It was 
like a breath of fresh air when 
in 1938 Tilman's party, on a 
budget of less than £2,500, 
climbed to 27,200ft. and had two 
pairs of climbers in a position to 
go higher if conditions had 
permitted . Whether or not, in 
a good year, they could have 



Exhaustive new French guidebooks for Mt. Blanc and the Dauphine 

reached the top, no one can say ; 
and it would be silly to suggest 
that at present similar methods 
would have any chance of 
success on the South West face. 
But in ten years· time, perhaps 
they might ; if it was twenty 
years, or even thirty, perhaps 
that would not matter. 
For there are certain indefinable 
costs involved in all this, as 
Tilman saw ; and what they boil 
down to is the simple, old 
fashioned proposition that the 
ascent itself does not matter so 
much as the way in which it is 
made. Publicity and 
commercialism are not in 
themselves good things in a 
mountaineering context, and the 
worthwhileness of an ascent is 
in inverse proportion to how 
much it costs, i.e. to how far it is 
necessary to use the massive 
expedition approach . If one 
thing is more certain than another, 
it is that developments of 
technique and, especially, 
equipment, will make it possibl e 
to tackle the South -West face 
of Everest in a more modern 
idiom in the not very distant 
future. It will then seem a pity 
that the face had to be climbed 
by the siege methods of the 
1970's. But this may be wrong : 
as Mountain said just after the 
expedition , "for decades the 
mountain (Everest) has exerted 
a compelling fascination over 
some of the leading climbers of 
the day. That such men should 
find it worthy of their continued 
attention seems to point to a 
more subtle challenge than is 
immediately obvious". 
Returning to the book itself, 
the action takes some time to 
get going - it is 120 pages 
before we reach the foot of the 
ice -fall - but once it starts it 
comes across vividly. Bonington 's 
style of expedition book is 
already familiar from Annapurna 
South Face, and it is an effective 

one. His own narrative is 
liberally interspersed with 
extracts from the team 's letters 
and diaries, recorded radio 
conversations and (a new 
feature, this) his own daily 
confessional , made to a cassette 
recorder. What emerges from 
this mixture is a candid and 
very personal book, which 
probably succeeds better than 
straight narrative in giving '"the 
feeling of what it was like 
there" . "You just rushed on 
down, completely blind, into 
the wind", says Estcourt 
describing his terrifying descent 
in pitch darkness with Pertemba 
down the fixed ropes from 
Camp 6. Apart from the actual 
climbing, the problems and 
doubts of leadership loom large, 
and often unenviable : the diaries 
and other extracts, combined 
with Bonington's occasional 
frank self-criticisms ("a right 
bloody mess I've made - a 
real cock-up" ) help to give 
the wider expedition picture . 
The book is finely produced, 
and many of the photographs 
are memorable . 
David Cox 

NEW GUIDES 

La Chaine du Mont Blanc 
Vol. 1 * 

Edited by Lucien Devies and 
Pierre Henry 

Arthaud: 70 Francs 

This guide, the first volume of 
the series, covers Mont Blanc 
and its immediate satellites 
and ridges. The second volume, 
which is at present hopelessly 
out of date, covers the 
G ra ndes J orasses and the 
Aiguilles and may be out next 
summer, while the final volume 
(dealing with the Aiguille Verte 
chain) is reasonably up to date. 
Consequently, by next summer, 
we may have a complete record 
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of the climbs in the Mont Blanc 
massif. 
The new volume is notable for 
its tremendously accurate and 
complete descriptions and 
diagrams. Everything is there, 
first ascents, winter ascents 
and solo ascents, making it a 
must for all alpinists with an 
eye on the glorious road to the 
grandes courses. 
This summer, the overall 
grading of the routes in the 
Vallot guide proved an 
important topic of discussion 
amongst British climbers . The 
system is well explained in the 
introduction to the new guide : 
it employs the old-style 
gradings from F to ED, with an 
additional sup or inf as 
required. These grades now 
however relate solely to 
technical difficulty, whilst 
seriousness, length and so on 
are assessed verbally in the 
often lengthy prelude to each 
description. Thus, while The 
Pear now takes the modest 
grade of D, and even more 
surprisingly the Central Pillar 
of Freney is reduced to TD sup 
(due to overpegging) , the 
North Ridge of the Peigne 
flaunts her unmolested grade of 
TD sup, when not being raped by 
an over-enthusiastic aid 
merchant. 
This last route illustrates a 
surprising yet most welcome 
feature of the new volume : the 
multiple grading of many 
popular routes. Apparently, the 
South Ridge of the Noire can be 
only D, with 200 pegs, but TD 
sup with a mere 6- 8 pegs as in 
the style of the first 
ascensionists, thus providing a 
harder climb than the nearby 
Ratti/Vitali route on the 
West Face. 
Very few classic routes remain 
at ED, and this is probably 
realistic in view of the frequent 
overpegging so deplored in this 

new edition of the Vallot guide. 
Unfortunately the high price 
(about £7) will not help to 
spread the gospel in this respect . 
Alan Rouse 

Massif des Ecrins * 

Vol I : Meije - Ecrins 
Vol 2 : Ailefroide, Pelvoux, 
Bans, Olan, Muzelle 
Edited by Lucien Devies 
Francois Labande and Maurice 
Laloue 
Arthaud: 80 Francs (vol 1 ) , 
72 Francs (vol 2) 

These two French volumes bring 
the 1951 guides to the Dauphine 
up to date. The most significant 
improvement is that much more 
detail is given in terms of pitch 
connotation and topo diagrams. 
Several of the illustrations lack 
quality, being as darkly 
reproduced as in the previous 
work. 
The number of new routes is 
significant, although some 
shorter innovations are hardly in 
keeping with the needs of 
British alpinists, who would be 
better served by either the 
Dolomites or Vercors, closer to 
the main massif. 
It is refreshing to note the 
editorial comment comparing 
the state of conservation of the 
climbs in l'Oisans with the over 
worked and over-pegged 
condition of the popular Mont 
Blanc Grandes Courses. 
The work is prodigious and, 
although very expensive, a 'must' 
for any devotee of the Dauphine 
Alps . 
John Brailsford 
•(Available from Gaston's Alpine Books. 
134 Harrow Rd. Kenton. Middlesex) 
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Letters 
Tom Higgens discusses 1doctoring' of routes in Yosemite valley. 
Ed Drummond under fire for recent climbs. 
Serious danger of electrocution near summit of Midi. 

Ethics in Yosemite Free 
Climbing 

from Tom Higgens 

Dear Sir, 
I recently completed a first ascent 
in Yosemite which led me to 
discover something about newly 
emerging ethical standards. The 
climb involved surmounting a 
1 Oft. roof on a formation called 
The Owl. Peter Haan and I had 
attempted this roof last year, but 
failed at the lip. This time, I 
jammed out to the lip to find that 
a chockstone with sling and 
karabiner had magically 
appeared since last year. It made 
the climb possible, though not a 
cinch . I thought it likely that I 
was doing a second or third 
ascent, though later I found my 
ascent was the first. The 
chockstone had been placed on 
rappel by two climbers who 
were then unable to get past it. 
I began asking climbers in 
Yosemite and Tuolumne 
Meadows if there were many 
'doctored' routes done recently. 
Informally surveying climbers on 
the history of any route brings 
forth a variety of stories . 
However, it seems climbers 
agree that several routes in 
Yosemite have been doctored. 
Chockstones have not been 
often placed, but holds have 
been sizeably improved or 
created outright by first or later 
ascent parties on several routes, 
among them, the Vendetta, 
Outer Limits, New Dimensions 
and the Gripper. On these routes, 
the creative urge was apparently 
not in response to loose or 
dangerous flakes. The desire to 
make a line go free seemed to 
be the motive. 

In addition to doctored routes, 
there are several with bolts 
placed on rappel from above. 
In Yosemite, Split Pinnacle was 
perhaps the first ; more recently, 
the list extends to Steppin ' Out 
and the Nabisco Wall. Outer 
Limits is reported also to have a 
bolt placed from above, though 
primarly because of loose rock. 
In Tuolumne, several bolts were 
placed on rappel to do Hand 
Jive. There is no bad rock 
within miles of this climb . In the 
Tahquitz area, a new route called 
Duck Soup was also protected 
by placing bolts on rappel. 

Finally, some of the climbers I 
have spoken to recently claim 
that several routes have been 
done 'aid-free· . One version of 
the aid-free ascent involves 
placing pitons or bolts with help 
from the rope, then immediately 
free-climbing past them. 
Hoodwink and the Handbook, 
both in Tuolumne, were 
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reportedly done in this manner. 
Another version of aid-free 
climbing is to aid-climb a new 
line, leaving protection in 
appropriate places, and return 
shortly thereafter to free climb the 
route while desperately clipping 
into the fixed protection . The 
prize is a first free ascent. A few 
climbers contend that the aid 
bolts placed on Crack of 
Despair were placed with the 
idea of returning to free climb 
the route, though most disagree 
and feel the aid was placed 
with the sole intention of 
putting together an elegant and 
largely free first ascent. While 
agreement on Despair was not 
universal, most felt that English 
Breakfast and Leany Meany 
were more certain examples of 
aid-free climbs. 
While the evidence is not crystal 
clear or in great preponderance, 
it does seem that there are at 
least some relatively new routes 
being done in a manner outside 
the ethical tradition of certain 
areas . For climbers who have 
helped establish the tradition, it 
is disturbing to see old norms 
unravel. One is tempted to 
become a referee. If there were a 
handbook of rules for rock 
climbing, and if it were a purely 
competitive sport, unethical 
ascents would be clearly 
identified and not tolerated. No 
one would get on to the track 
with electric shoes. But when 
an essential purpose of climbing 
is to enjoy the personal 
experience, and when the rules 
are not set down in tableau 
style, the referee becomes a 
buffoon when he calls 
"Unfair!" or "Out of Bounds! " 
In such a setting, all that the 
defender of a tradition can do 
is argue for the merit of the 
values he supports and hope 
others will agree. 
The argument against doctoring 
routes, placing bolts on rappel or 
climbing in an aid-free manner 
has been stated many times in 
many places Briefly, the 
argument contends that the 
challenge of establishing a route 
lies in surmounting difficulties by 
the act of climbing. The removal 
or alteration of difficulties and 
unknown elements, whether by 
chopping holds, pre-placing 
pitons and bolts or aid-free 
climbing, detracts from the merit 
of the climbing act. In the 
extreme, climbing up a ladder 
which rests against a wall makes 
the act of climbing less 
remarkable and meritorious 
than ascending the wall itself 
using natural holds. This is not 
to say a single chopped flake is 
equivalent to a ladder; but that 
the motive to subvert the 

challenge is there, and the 
resulting climb is less admirable 
for it. 
Again, one can 't dictate such 
values. Perhaps the desire for 
future first ascents will 
compromise traditional ethics. 
One can only hope climbs done 
in the best style will be admired 
and imitated in the future. 
Certainly my ascent of The Owl 
was no shining example. I 
should have removed the 
chockstone and then tried the 
ascent; or at least rated the 
climb in accordance with its 
artificial hold: 5.11 , A 1. 
Yours, etc ., 
Tom Higgens (Oakland) 

Are Bananas Ethical 7 

from Jeff Connor 

Dear Sir, 
My pet chimpanzee (his name is 
Harpo) recently climbed Cave 
Route at Gordale, completely 
free, solo and on sight. 
The question I would like to 
ask iS': were any ethical codes 
broken by my abseiling down 
beforehand to place bananas at 
convenient intervals in the cracks? 
At the moment, Harpo will only 
climb for reward, but he showed 
signs that he enjoyed it (when 
happy, he emits high-pitched 
squeals) and soon perhaps he 
will climb solely for pleasure. 
When this happens I intend him 
to free climb every route 
containing aid in the country. 
As well as being a service to 
the climbing community in 
general (think of the incentive) 
this will also be a service to 
you, for letters containing 
boring accusations and counter
accusations concerning who did 
what with how much aid will 
cease to flow into your office, 
thus giving you at least three 
extra pages which you could 
cram with advertising and/ or 
editorial matter. 
Yours etc., 
Jeff Connor (Aviemore) 

That Drummond Fellow! 

from Terry Doe 

Dear Editor, 
When is something going to be 
done about this Ed Drummond 
guy? Like most climbers, I'm 
mild natured and easy going, but 
when this self-acclaimed super
man goes meddling in the 
climbing ethics of Cornwall I'm 
afraid I must say something. 
The grading in Cornwall is hard 
but fair and any unnatural 
protection is, in my opinion, 
necessary. With regard to the 
two routes that Drummond has 
been tinkering with, Beowulf 
and The Ghost, I would like to 
quote from a comment in the 
grading section of the Cornwall 
I guide: "A climb is not 
automatically graded Extreme, 
even though it may have pitches 
of 5b or 5c. For example, 
Beowulf has one or two moves 
which are technically very hard, 
but the protection is good and 
the pitches are short and lead 
to adequate stances. So the 
climb has a Hard Very Severe 
grading." 
What could be fairer than that? 
Right from the start the visiting 
climber knows what to expect, 
and he knows he's not going 
to have to resort to a 'skyhook', 
which is more than can be said 
about Mr. Drummond's routes. 
Why is it so important for him 
to have to try to establish a 
reputation in all climbing 
areas? Perhaps he could have 
spent his time more usefully 
in cleaning the rusty pegs from 
the crux of Raven Wall, for 
instance. A person capable of 
leading Avon 5c pitches would 
certainly have no difficulty 
with Cornish equivalents, if 
Last Slip and Krapp's Last Tape 
are anything to go by. 
Perhaps Mr. Drummond should 
put his own house in order 
before meddling elsewhere. 
Yours faithfully, 
Terry Doe (Applecross) 
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Drummond on Cloggy 

from Phil Bartlett 

Sir, 
I was amazed at your terse 
presentation in Mountain 29 of 
Ed Drummond's recent activities 
on Cloggy, and feel compelled 
to relate them a little more 
soberly than you did. 
I was watching Drummond when 
he freed the first pitch of 
Shrike ; far from being a 
downright nuisance, as your 
report seems to imply, this 
action was fully justified, 
as a little thought shows. 
The peg that Drummond removed 
was in a very corroded state, and 
its replacement will render the 
move considerably less 
harrowing . Furthermore, anyone 
who has done this route knows 
that the peg was placed far too 
high. Replacement lower down 
would be much more logical. 
Turning to the Great Wall route 
(route, Mr. Editor, not " attempt" ) 
on which I seconded Drummond, 
it is blatantly untrue that the 
line was top -roped . One might 
expect this sort of error from the 
popular press; now apparently 
we have to put up with it in a 
magazine specifically concerned 
with climbing . Rather 
depressing, I think. 
Drummond inspected the line on 
a top-rope, placing two pegs. 
The other pegs and the bolt 
were placed during the first 
ascent. With the bolt in place, 
the first peg (protection only) 
could be eliminated. One can 
also see the possibility of the 
third and fourth pegs going 
the same way. Nobody would be 
more pleased to see this than 
Drummond and myself, but on a 
first ascent? 
Why not go and climb 
A Midsummer Night's Dream 
with less aid, instead of 
condemning it outright? I would 
be the last to stop clapping. 
Yours faithfully, 
Phil Bartlett (Sheffield) 

Editorial Comment: 
Thank you for pointing out 
our slovenly reporting. 
Regarding the Great Wall line 
we should have course have said 
that the moves were practised 
in detail with Jumar protection 
prior to the ·attempt'. It is 
interesting to note that you 
consider that three of the pitons 
your party used could be 
dispensed with. We understand 
that this climb is being considered 
by the guidebook writers (Perrin 
and Crew), but given the 
prevailing mood of purism, and the 
widespread rejection of this type 
of climbing, it is possible that it 
will merely receive an historical 
mention rather than a proper 

entry. Re. Shrike; it was 
Drummond's intention (as 
recorded in his description) to 
eliminate the piton, not to 
replace it. 

The Function of the 
Guidebook 

from Howard King 

Dear Sir, 
Looking through the last few 
issues of your magazine I have 
been appalled by the policies 
of most British guidebook 
writers. Instead of a simple 
listing and description of 
climbing routes, the guides are 
the writers' personal critiques 
on climbing styles and ethics. 
Particularly galling is the 
deletion of routes because of 
their use of aid . This to me is an 
insult to those who put up 
those lines ; it is no business of 
some clown to decide to delete 
them because of his aversion to 
aid . Perhaps they could list both 
the first ascent and the first free 
ascent, with the route description 
being free. This is done in the 
guides to our local routes and 
seems to satisfy everyone. 
Another thing I dislike is the 
non -publication of guidebooks. 
I am of average ability and 
like to know the difficulties 
ahead when I start up a route. 
An easy appearing line could 
turn out to be a very serious 
lead far above the climber's 
ability, forcing him to retreat or 
continue on in bad style. 
Let's allow the local climbers 
to decide which routes are 
worth climbing and just let the 
guidebooks do what they were 
originally written for : to help 
climbers enjoy climbing by 
keeping on routes in their 
ability range. Leave the 
editorializing to owners of 
climbing magazines and so -called 
leading climbers . 
Sincerely, 
Howard King (Sacramento) 

Midi Electrocution 

from Ken Rawlinson 

Dear Sir, 
Whilst attempting an easy 
climb on the ridge to the right 
of the North Face of the Midi 
this summer, I had a rather 
unusual accident. The ridge w e 
were climbing was littered with 
the debris of a derelict 
telepherique station, the cables 
from which I freely used as 
handrails where they lay on, 
or came near to, the rock. One 
of the cables turned out to be 
live. It was carrying direct 
current ; I was unable to let go, 
and hung there for half a 
minute before passing out. The 
current sparking from my legs 
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mountain traders 
1702 Grove St., Berkeley, California 94709 (415) 845-8600 

The Bivouac 
for mountaineering 
equipment 

THE BIVOUAC 
56 North Parade, 
Matlock Bath, Matlock, 
Derbyshire. D E4 3NS 

tel. Matlock 3750 
~ -------------- ' ~ ~A 

N.U.M.C. and N.C.C. present a lecture by 

NAT ALLEN on BRITISH ROCK-CLIMBING 
7.30 p.m. THURSDAY 6th DECEMBER. Tickets 35p. 

(Venue to be announced) 

to the gear at my waist caused 
severe burns. Fortunately my 
companion, Les Wilson, realized 
what was happening, and 
managed to free me from the 
cable by hauling on the rope 
I dropped to a ledge, where 
I regained consciousness. 
On getting back to Chamonix, 
we reported the incident to the 
High Mountain Police, who 
informed us that the cable 
carried 5,000 volts, that its 
existence was "common 
knowledge amongst the locals", 
and that several similar 

accidents had happened at the 
same spot in the past. 
Evidently the electric cable 
serves the Midi station and is 
privately owned. A warning is 
posted only at the top! 
I feel it is essentia I that 
warning be posted on the Plan 
d'Aiguilles and also in English 
in the C.A.F. Office in 
Chamonix, so that in future 
climbers will know to avoid 
this part of the mountain . 
Yours sincerely, 
Ken Rawlinson 
(Newcastle upon Tyne). 
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mountaineering 
equigment 
suppliers 
The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C. T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic (C) (S). 
Tel. 47.8949. 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd. (C) , 
222 Pacific Highway. 
Tel. 476.3242. 
N.S.W: Chatswood 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty. , Ltd. (C), 
399 Victoria Avenue. 
Tel. 412.3372. 
N.S.W: Crows Nest 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
P.O. Box 703, 
17 A Falcon Street, 2065 ( C), 
Tel. 439.2454. 
N.S.W: Penshurst 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd. (C). 
3 Bridge Street, 2222. 
Tel. 579.5965. 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 26.2685. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Odin Equipment Company, 
P.O. Box 12, Toowong, 4066. 
Victoria : Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428. 
Victoria : Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty. Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. (C) (M) (S). 
CANADA 
Calgary: Alberta 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W., 41. 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 
Ottawa: Ontario 
Blacks Outdoors Store, 
225 Strathcona Avenue, 
K1 S 1 X7. Tel. 613.235.1461. 
Vancouver: B .C. 
ABC of Canada, 
1822 West 4th Avenue, 9. 
Tel. 604.731.4018. 
EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut, 
19 South King Street, 
Dublin 2. (C) (M). 
Tel. 01.781358. 
NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Oscar A. Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 1. 
Tel. 74.646. 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street, 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 
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Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S), 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Bethesda 
Arvons, Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 024.882.401. 
Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S), 
7 Snowhill, Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Pindisports (S), 
27 / 29 Martineau Square. 
Tel. 021.236.9383. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S), 
117 Bradshawgate. 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674. 
Brentwood 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259. 
Brighton 
Sports and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
138 Western Road (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874. 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Broughton-in- Furness, Lanes. 
Mountain Centre, 
Brade Street. Tel. 461 . 
(open until 8 p.m.) 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre, 
22 High Street (C) (M). 
Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham (M) (S), 
Mountain Centre. 
Tel. Capel Curig 232. 
Cardiff 
U.D.A. Mountaineering, 
52 Cowbridge Road East, 
Canton. 
Tel. 0222.22710. 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01.688.2667. 

Darlington 
J. Clementson ( Darlington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 
Derby 
Prestidge ( S), 
350 Normanton Road . 
Tel. 0332.42245. 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. 
Tel. 0302.67755 (C) (S). 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 -2. 
Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso (M), 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031.556.1723. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S), 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421. 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245. 
Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2. 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports (S), 
4 7 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684). 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524. 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 
Leeds 
Centres port, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/36 Eastgate (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.23045. 
Leicester 
Camping Continental, 
Watling Street, Hinkley. 
Tel. 04553. 32625. 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
105 London Road. 
Tel. 0533.25235. 
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex 
Mountain Safety Research, 
35 Progress Road. 
Tel. 0702.523262. 
Mail order (Ice Axes) only. 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1. 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 

London 
Pin disports, 
14/18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01 .242.3278. 
London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01.992.6642. 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1 . 
Tel. 01 .723.5252. 
London 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd . (S), 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01.839.1722. 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
309 Brampton Road, S.W.1 . 
Tel. 01 .584.7766. (S) (M). 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S), 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 834.0161. 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C), 
15 Station Road. 
Tel. 061.748.6408. 
Manchester, Eccles 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
11 2 Liverpool Road. 
Tel. 061.789.6044. 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
36/38 Fountain Street, 2. 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S), 
227 /229 Westgate Road. 
Tel. 0632.23903. 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 . 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
1 Canning Circus. 
Tel. 0602 .47230. 
Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portsmouth 
Safari, The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705.29410 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793. 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018. 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631. 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road, 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. Tel. 0756.4305. 



Stockport 
Base Camp (C), 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 
Teesside: Middlesbrough 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road, 
Tel. 0642.48916. 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros. (C) (M) (S), 
35 Market Place. 
Tel. 021 .556.0802. 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street {C) (S), 
Tel. 021.553.1670. 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street (C) {S). 
Tel. 0902.27012. 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

UNITED STATES 
Arizona: Flagstaff, 
Grand Canyon 
Village Sports Den, 
116 South Beaver, 86001 . 
Tel. 602.774.2271 . (C) (M) (S). 
California : Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 
94705. (S) (C). 
Tel. 415.548.1371. 
California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel. 415.845.8600 (S) (C) {M). 
California : Campbell 
Mountain Life, 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. (C) (M). 
Tel. 408.374.7777. 
California : El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A16-2. 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7183 North Abbey Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S) . 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S). 

California : Goleta 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering, 
330 S. Kellogg, 93017. 
Tel. 805.964.5714. {C) (M) (S). 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011. 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd ., 90631 . 
(C) (M) (S). Tel. 213.691 .5919 . 
California: Lancaster 
Dan 's Skiing and Mountaineering, 
1069 West Ave . K, 93534. 
(C) (M) (S). 
California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 714.934.2423. 
California : Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6913. (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
San Diego Ski Chalet and 
Mountain Shop, 
4004 Sports Arena Blvd ., 
93401 . (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.224.3439. 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews Sports, 
840 B Street, 92101. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel 714.232.2167. 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Mountain Sports, 
858 Higuera Street, 
93401. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 805.544.7141. 
California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering, 
3036 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Santa Maria 
Mountain Transit Authority, 
223 So. Broadway, 93454. 
Tel. 805.922.8271. (C) (M) (S). 
California : Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 
91356 (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 213.881.5111. 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
Chouinard Equipment Company, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.3528. 

A first-class hotel for your club dinner 

ERW FAIR HOTEL, LLANBERIS 
We accommodate many well-known climbers and cater 

for club dinners (A.C.G. and U.I.A.A. 1973). 
Send for tariff and menus to Ian and Vida Harris, 

Erw Fair Hotel (licensed), L!anberis, Caerns. Tel. 028682.238 

A top quality kernmantel rope, long established on the continent and now 
increasingly sought after in Britain . Excellent handling properties, very 
high break strains and some great colours. U.I.A.A. Seal of Approval. 
Immediate delivery to your dealer from large stocks. Leaflet on request. 

from 

troll the name you can trust 
Spring Mill, Uppermill, Oldham OL3 6AA 

California: West Covina 
Alpine Country, 
1629 W. Garvey Avenue, 91790. 
Tel. 213.962.4311 . (S) (M) (C). 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 
80302. (C) {M) (S). 
Tel. 303.442.8355. 
Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. (S) (C) (M) . 
Tel. 303.377.2783 
Colorado : Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) , 
80517. Tel. 303.586.2440. 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
118 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) . 
Colorado: Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd. , 
80227. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303.986.5541. 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini -Mall, 83704. 
Tel. 208.376.3731 . (S) (C). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
329 N. Main 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 
Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122. 83353. (S) . 
Tel. 208.726.3808. 
Illinois: Chicago 
Turin Bicycle Co-op, 
North Park, Ltd ., 
1932 North Clark Street. 60614. 
Tel. 312.944.3800 
Illinois : Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832. (C) (M) (S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue 
02215. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 617.254.4250. 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue, 55403. 
Tel. 612.336.3884 

Montana: Red Lodge 
Mountaincraft, 
Main Street, 59068. 
Tel. 406.446.2393. 
N.H. North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 603.745.2767. 
New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc. 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
(C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 716.837.3300 
New Yor0k: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, N.Y. 12561. (S) 
Tel. 914.255.1311 . 
New York : Ogdensburg 
Thomas Black and Sons 
(Ogdensburg) Inc., 
930 Ford Street, 13669. 
Tel. 315.393.5704. 
(Mai l Order only). 
Vermont : Ferrisburg 
Dakin 's Vermont; 
Mountain Shop, Rt. 7, 
05456. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 802.877.2936. 
Virginia: Oakton 
Appalachain Outfitters, 
Box 248, 2938 Chain Bridge 
Road, 22124. (C) (M). 
Tel. 703.281 .4324. 
Washington : Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 98105. 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 
99220. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 509.328.5020. 
Wisconsin : Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gocham, 53703. 
Tel. 508.251 .9059. (C) (M) (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. (C) (M) (S) . 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001 . 
Tel. 307.733.3595. 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742 3191 (S) (C) 

FANTASY RIDGE SCHOOL OF ALPINISM 
Year round rock-climbing, basic, advanced. Also winter 

and ski mountaineering and technical ice-climbing. 
Director : Michael Covington 

for information please write to: 
Box 2106, Estes Park, Colorado. Phone: 303.586.2440 

~ARD MORO RIVER 100~ k 
KENYA'S OUTDOOR CENTRE 

Base for climbing Mt. Kenya 

Transport, Equipment and Porter Hire service. 

Mountain Club of Kenya hut bookings. 

For bookings and details write co:-

The Manager P.O. Box 18, Naro Moru, Kenya 
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BIAUTlf Ul OUTDOORS 
What could enhance it more than the 
exciting new BERG HAUS range of 
rucksacs and frames, including= 

772 
(right) 

372 Front-loading frame sac with flaps covering zips and 
velcroed to sac body . 2 zipped side pockets, axe loop 

and D 's on sac top for additional loading make this 
an exceptional sac. Dimensions : 580mm. X 

380mm. X220mm. Price £9.50 

Large conventional frame sac having two 
zipped pockets each able to hold a 1 pt. 
primus. Elasticated lid for weather protect
ion . Dimensions: 640mm X 420mm. X 
340mm. Price £7.95 
272X Winter climbing or 
short expedition sac in red or 
blue nylon, used with/without 
pack frame. It has a crampon 
patch on the sac side, a canvas 
back on the nylon back and 
a 550mm. bivi allows max
imum length of 1160 mmt'd~ £9.95 

MACH2 Frame 
Designed for maximum 
comfort with varying 
load support prop
ortions. Alloy frame 
with aluminium 
welded tubes. 
Dimensions : 
length 790mm. 
width 335mm. 
weight 2½1bs. 
Price £10.90 



Our boots also 
have a habit of 
'scene stealing1 

Our two latest being: 
The Romsdal (Article 40) above 
A boot for the keen fell walker rating quality 
first, having a supple calf upper, padded 
tongue and extra flap for snow/water 
protection. 'D' ring closure for the bottom 
four and hooks for the top three positions 
guarantee maximum ease and convenience. A 
Veldtschoen construction secures the upper to 
the throughsoles and the sole, a Vibram 
Montagna Block, is stiffened with a spring steel 
plate, not too stiff to affect walking comfort or 
too soft to preclude rock climbing . 
The Dru (Article 70) below 
A boot for the climber with an upper similar to 
the Romsdal secured to the throughsole by 
being 'blaked'. A rubber rand gives further 
protection from rock, scree and water. The sole 
is stiff for climbing, while the special fluted 
stiffener, similar to the Fitzroy, resists bending . 

••• while even our rope stays dry 
when y_ou stay wet! 

EDELWEISS-EVER
DRY rope is 100% 
water repellent and 
thus offers REAL 
climbing safety. 

Kernmantel ropes 
tested show the 
following results 
(right} after five 
minutes exposure 
to rain. 

I ORDINARY KERNMANTEL EDELWEISS-EVERDRY 

* Wet perlon ropes * 'Everdry' does not 
increase in weight absorb water being 

~,,,# by up to 40% because still almost as light 

~ 
they absorb water. as a dry rope. 

• Breaking strength of * 'Everdry' ropes show 
wet perlon ropes can no loss in breaking 
be 25% less than dry strength. 
ropes . * 'Everdry' ropes are 

B8R6HJIUS 
34 DEAN STREET 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
NE1 1PG Tel. 23561 

up to 40% more 
abrasion resistant 
than ordinary perlon 
ropes. 
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hang 
.on! 

... . before you go any further with your ro ck
c/imbing, camping, walking, canoeing, skiing, 
etc. 

Have you ever stopped to consider what you'll need? 
*GEAR-Quality gear, attractive yet efficient. 
*EXPERT ADVICE and HELP-most important to the 
outdoor enthusiast . 

*AFTER-SALES SERVICE-must be dependable. 
At the L.D. Mountain Centre we can give you all this 
-and more! 
Write/phone or call now for our new illustrated 
catalogue-we'll try not to keep you hanging around! 

Mountal·n 
(Dept. M.) Centr,e 34 Dean Street 

Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 1PG Tel. 23561 

COOKS 
ADVENTURE CLUB 

TREKS 1973 
Holidays with a difference - holidays that present something of 

a challenge as well as a rewarding experience. Each trek is 
designed to take you to some of the world's more out-of-the-way 

places. Here's a selection. All trekking arrangements will be in 
the capable hands of Col. Jimmy Roberts of Mountain Travel. 

A look into 1974: 
8 Feb-3 March, 'Roof of Africa'-a chance to walk, not climb, 

to the Lenana Peak of Mount Kenya ... and to the top of Mount 
Kilimanjaro, with a descent into the crater, plus a rest at Vanga 
on the coast and drives through Amboseli and Tsavo National 

Parks. £485; 28 March-24 April, 'Darjeeling, Sikkim & Bhutan'
an opportunity to trek, walk or merely 'stay-put' in Darjeeling, 
followed by a IO-day tour of Sikkim and Bhutan, also visits to 

the Taj Mahal and Khajuraho ... led by Tony Schilling, 
Curator of Kew's Arboretum at Wakehurst Place. £525 

31 October - IO December: Mount Everest Trek. 
This trek through the foothills of the Himalayas is really one for 
the more experienced mountain walkers. But it is very popular 

and gives a real sense of achievement. From base camp you will 
gaze at mighty Everest .... reward enough. £520. 

23 November - 18 December: Lake Rara Trek. 
From Jum!a in West Nepal you will trek north through superb 

hill country of pine forests and pastures to Lake Rara - the 
largest in Nepal. The country is little known; magnificent 

mountain views abound. £490. 

For further information and free broadsheets, '73 and '74 tours, 
apply to Mr. P. H. Delves, Cooks Adventure Club, 

45 Berkeley Street, London W1A 1EB. Tel: 01-499 4000, Ext. 633 



Fairy down ... 
the professional's 
choice! 
light, very warm and proven by 
over 40 leading expeditions 
Fairy down sleeping bags presently 
exported to 14 countries each with 
widely varying and often rigorous 
climatic conditions, were commended 
by Hillary and Tensing in an unsolicited 
statement after the 1953 ascent of 
Everest as "the best that can be 
obtained anywhere in the world." 
Many of the world's leading expe
ditions, including the successful 1968-
69 British Trans-Arctic Expedition 

THE NORTH COL sleeping bag brings 
lightweight warmth and comfort in 
normal conditions, PLUS the safety 
margin you need if bad weather closes 
in. Evenly and generously filled with 
100% pure down and feather down, 
the bag is firmly stitched in chevron 
type compartments for even retention 
of heat. Rip Stop Nylon outer and 
tough wearing cambric inner make the 
North Col the professional's choice. 

which used Fairy down bags con
tinually for 18 months in the Arctic, 
have endorsed this statement by their 
continual use. Fairy down technology · 
has been developed both scientifically 
and from practical experience of over 
40 leading expeditions to the coldest 
severest climates of the world. The 
filling is blended from the world's 
most carefully chosen down to give 
added loft and greater comfort. 

SIR EDMUND 

..---------------, 
The North Col bag is designed to roll 
up firmly and compactly into a built· 
in carry pouch . . . which is also 
convenient for holding extra clothing 
and serving as a pillow. 

HILLARY'S 
COMMENTS : "They excel at 
sea level or at 28,000 feet on Everest, and I don't 17"',......L,~:.1' 
think there is much doubt they are the finest bags 
that can be obtained anywhere." 

Fairy down sleeping bags 
U.K. STOCKISTS 

ABERDEEN. F. Diack & Son . AMBLESIDE . Frank Davies. BIRMINGHAM. Frank Davies, Y.H.A. Services Ltd . 
CAPEL CURIG. Joe Brown. EDINBURGH. Graham Tiso. GLASGOW. J. & W. Greaves, Bob Finnie Sports, High Range. 
LEEDS. Centresport. LIVERPOOL. Ellis Brigham. LLANBERIS. Joe Brown. LONDON. Y.H.A. Services Ltd . 
MANCHESTER. Ellis Brigham, Y.H.A. Services Ltd. NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. L. D. Mountain Centre. NOTTINGHAM. 
Roger Turner Mountain Sport. SHEFFIELD. Don Morrison. 

BE! Internationally renowned products of Arthur Ellis & Co. Ltd, New Zealand. 
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For Top People High Places 
Dacron Duvet 
A recent addition to 
Blacks range, the Dacron 
Duvet is made from two 
layers of waterproof 2 
oz. polyurethane coated 
nylon, overlap quilted 
with two layers of Dacron 
filling . The detachable 
hood is fitted with a 
drawcord, two large 
pockets are provided 
with nylon zips and the 
front press stud fasten
ing has two positions. 
Knitted nylon cuffs and 
elasticated waist, make 
this weatherproof duvet 
an ideal all-purpose gar
ment for climbers and 
mountaineers alike. In 
Red only, complete with 
stuff bag. Sizes: Medium 
and Large £17.38; Extra 
Large £18.70. 

Standard Duvet 
A top quality duvet with 
Blacks No. 1 quality 
down and feather filling. 
Complete with detach
able hood and two 
position press-stud front 
fastening. Blue nylon 
outer and lining, wind
proof cuffs and elastic 
waist band, this tailored 
garment is made for 
action . Stuff bag in
cluded. Sizes : Medium 
and Large £18.04; Extra 
Large £19.69. 

Alpine Duvet 
The " Alpine" Duvet is 
virtually two No 1 quality
filled nylon duvets sewn 
together with the quilt
ing of the inner and 
outer jackets overlapped , 
eliminating cold spots . 
Provided with a generous 
Velcro fastened flap over, 
a heavy zip front, two 
large patch pockets, this 
outstandingly warm gar
ment is complete with a 
matching hood attached 
by press studs. The cuffs 
are of knitted Bri-nylon 
to make this duvet the 
best in its class. Com
plete with waterproof 
stuff bag. In Red nylon 
only. Sizes : Medium 
and Large £24.75; Extra 
Large £26.40. 

Balaclava Helmets 
Worn as a peaked cap 
this essential item for 
winter and emergency 
conditions can be pulled 
down to envelop the 
head and neck. Made 
in warm, brushed wool, 
these helmets are highly 
recommended . Colours 
available : Grey, Fawn , 
Red or Orange 97p. 

All prices quoted are 
inclusive of V.A. T. 

Nylon Cagoule 
A longer version of 
Blacks Nylon Ano rak. 
Long enough to enable 
the user to sit with 
" Knees-up" and be full y 
protected from the ele
ments . In an emergency 
it can be used as a 
Bivouac. Special silicone 
coatings on top of the 
proofing gives resistance 
to abrasion. Adult sizes 
available in Midn ight 
Blue, Royal Blue, Red 
or Fluorescent Orange. 
Sizes: Small, Medium , 
Large £6.05; Extra 
Large £6.38. Children 's 
sizes available from 
£3.60. 

Fill in the coupon below for full details of our complete range of camping and mountaineering equipment and list of Blacks branches throughout the U.K. 

also at 225, Strathcona Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada and 930, Ford Street, Ogdensburg, New York 13669, U.S.A. 

Please send my FREE Blacks of Greenock full colour 
catalogue. 

NAME . ......................................•........ 

ADDRESS . .... . ...... . ...... . ........ . .............. . 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • • • • · · · ·, · · · · · · · · . .. ... . ............ 556 

ILBlacks 
of Greenock 

Head Office 

Port Glasgow. Renfrewshire. PA14 5XN 
and Ruxley Corner, Sidcup. Kent. DA14 5AQ 
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