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quality 
doesn't cost 

it pays 
Try to beat our quality ! 

In fact try to beat our low prices ! 

E. B. Super Gratton. The First and still the best. We have all 
sizes in stock and they cost only £8.95 from us. Postage 27p. 

F.E.B. Mountain boot. Dependable, reliable, tried and tested. 
One piece greasy upper, fully leather lined. Double leather 
mid-soles, Vibram Bottoms. Full and ha lf sizes. 1974 stocks 
still at 1973 prices. Price £15.29. Postage 32p. 

La Dolomite 'Guida'. Grand Capucin. A rigid, flat sole for 
hard mixed route climbing . Fully leather lined, reversed uppers, 
bellow s tongue. New 1974 Vibram sole and heel unit. 
Continental sizes 40- 46. Price £24.50. Postage 32p. 

La Dolomite Toni Egger. This famous boot is now available 
from us again. The same great quality of years ago. Guaranteed 
waterproof welts ; one piece uppers. New 1974 Vibram sole 
and heel unit. Continental sizes 39- 46. Price £21 .99. 
Postage 32p. 

Ellis Brigham 
Manchester 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 
Manchester, M4 3FU 
Telephone 061-834 0161 

Liverpool 
73 Bold Street, Liverpool 1 
Telephone 051-709 6912 

Cornwall 
Market Jew St Penzance Telephone 5828 

Snowdonia 
Capel Curig Telephone Capel Cu rig 232 

Bristol 
162 Whiteladies Road, Bristol 
Telephone Bristol 311157 

Postal Dept Wellington Place, Liverpool Rd, Manchester Tel 061-833 0746 

.------ ---------~ 
t-------- ~ ~ 

---

We are doing our best to 
be the best, to give you the best in 

mountaineering and climbing 
equipment so why not get in touch 

and let us help you. 

BRYAN STOKES 

---------

9 Charles Street, Sheffield. 
Tel.0742.27525 
w rite now fo r our new catalogue 



THIS LAD IS A LONG WAY FROM HOME 

. ( 

.... ~ ~► 

photo: Leo Dickinson 

He is in the middle of the Patagonian Ice Cap 
on a fifty-two day walkabout. The weather 

can be fierce out there and there's nobody near 
to help. So how can he look so confident? 

Wearing that Cerro Torre Duvet and with the Redline 
Sleeping Bag in his sac, of course he's confident. 

DUVETS AND SLEEPING BAGS TO RELY ON 

Mountain Equipment Ltd., George Street, Glossup, Derbyshire, England. Tel. 04574.3770 
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Manufacturers 
and Distributors of 

Unique 
Mountaineering Equipment 

Nuts 
Hammers • Packs 
Nylon Web • Rope 

Swami belts 
and Bivouac gear 

Sherpa Millet Rucksacks 

Recommended by Walter Bonatti, 
Rene Desmaison, Reinhold Messner. 

Compagnie des Guides and E.N.S.A. in Chamonix. 
Supplied to 123 world-wide expeditions. 

Available from all good mountaineering shops. 

sAcs ~111iu1 111111u1L 111111c111w 
Boite Postale 109, 74 ANNECY le, France 



5-7 DALMALLY STREET, GLASGOW G20 6SB 

(at 439 Maryhill Road) 041-946 9200 

Salew a 
Clog 
Stubai 
Troll 
Karrimor 
Inter-Alp 
Cassin 
Kasting er 
Dachstein 

High range 

Sports 

CLIMBING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS 

Join Dougal Haston 
at the International School 

of Mountaineering 
at leysin in Switzerland. 

Buses to Queen's Cross 

From St. Enoch's Sq. 61, 18 

From George Sq . 60 

/ alpinlSM 
Write for details to: 

I.S.M. p.o. box 25, leysin, Switzerland. 

For climbing ice 

chouinard /salewa crampons 
Made by Salewa of Munich to Chouinard design 
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Climbs situated in the middle 
.of a tropical rain forest call for-: 
one vital piece of equipment~ ·. ·. 
a good waterproof. That's why 
the lads chose CAGJACS 
for their Roraima expedition. 

G and H Products, Birstall, Batley, Yorks. 
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Courtesv of the Observer 

A top quality kernmantel rope, long established on the continent and now 
increasingly sought after in Britain . Excellent handling properties, very 
high break strains and some great colours. U.I.A.A Seal of Approval. 
Immediate delivery to your dealer from large stocks. Leaflet on request. 

from 

troll the name you can trust 
Spring Mill , Upperm ill , Oldham Ol 3 6AA 



All climl>ing l:>oots are not 
created equal. 

We're not afraid to tell. Don't be afraid to ask. 
A lot of so-called climbing boots look the same at first glance. You know, big.thick soles, fat rounded toes, a lot of 
hooks and the like. And most are the same. Except for Raichle. 

But Raichle climbing boots have a lot of other features. Features you may not see and some you do. Like the 
proven Norwegian Welt construction for durability and extra-long life. Like using_ the finest American lasts avail
able for a great fit. And like offering boots in true half-sizes (not just varying the amount of padding) and up to 
three different widths. 

The Raichle Wetterhorn: 
a superb, heavy-duty 
boot for all climbing 
conditions; one-piece 
Grade "A" Russia flesh
out leather upper; full
grain leather lining; two 
full midsoles; leather 
innersole; padded, 
hinged tongue; ¾ heavy
duty steel shank; scree 
guard and close-trimmed 
Vibram "Yellow Spot" 
Lacima sole. 

Eiger $59.95 

The straight facts on Raichle features. 
Look at the Raichle 
Elger: the popularly 
priced, lightweight boot 
suitable for ice and snow 
climbing. With all these 
Raichle features: one
piece Grade "A" Russia 
flesh-out leather upper; 
full leather lining; 
gusseted tongue;¾ 
heavy-duty steel shank; 
thick midsole; leather 
innersole; scree guard 
and close-trimmed 
Vibram "Yellow Spot" 
Lacima sole. 

Then there's the Raichle 
Zinal: a very lightweight, 
extra-warm technical ice
snow and rock boot with 
a special, new injection 
molded sole. Look at 
these features: one-piece 
silicone impregnated 
Russia Grade "A" flesh
out leather upper; full
grain leather lining; 
leather lined, padded, 
hinged tongue with 
unique "storm flap"; full 
length, lightweight mid
sole; guaranteed injec
tion molded sole that's 
close-trimmed; leather 
innersole; ¾ heavy-duty 
steel shank; triple roll 
scree guard and Vibra 
"Yellow Spot" Laci ma 
sole. 

To learn more 
about boots, write for 

our free catalog and new 
booklet, "Taking the Mystery 

Out of Boots". Or ask your local 
dealer for a copy. 

Next, the Raichle 
Diableret: very simply, 
the most sought after 
technical Alpine climbing 
boot available today. 
With one-piece Russia 
Grade "A" full-grain, 
flesh-out leather upper; 
full-grain leather lining; 
fully gusseted leather 
lined tongue, three full 
midsoles (2 leather, 1 
rubber); leather inner
sole; 1/4 heavy-duty steel 
shank; double roll scree 
guard and close-trimmed 
Vibram "Yellow Spo_t" 
Lacima sole. 

Raichle Molitor USA/ 200 Saw Mill River Road / Hawthorne, New York 10532 
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WHAT'SA 
GOOD 

DESIGN? 

A good design must include an understand
ing of the materials to be used. Here 's an 
example. Fiberfill II has some attractive spec i
fications (Dupont , April 1972): 

spots. However, we feel this takes the theoreti
cal loft out of the materials. 

So we developed a brand new construction 
technique- double overlapping bats of Fiberfill 
II-which are able to loft with the full efficiency 
of the material. The 

loft-about 1.4 lbs. of FF II equals 1 lb. of 
goose down 
compressibility-90% as much as goose 
down 

result is the lightest, 
warmest, Fiberfill II 
sleeping bag you can 
buy. 

water absorption - less than 1 % 
non-allergenic 

But to get these theoretical specs out of 
the material it must be used with understanding. 
Dacron tends to cling to itself. Unlike down, it 
does not expand to fill all corners of a sleeping 
bag. It must be sewn repeatedly to the shell 
fabric to eliminate shifting and the resulting cold 

WE WANT YOU TO 
UNDERSTAND THE 
WAY WE MAKE FINE EQUIPMENT! For further 
information, send for a free catalog and the 
name of your nearest dealer. 

Bigfoot Regular 
weight - 4 lbs. 2 oz. 

COOKS ADVENTURE CLUB 1974 

Come Climbing 
in the 

Himalayas 
Form your own small group and pick the climbs of 

your choice in the impressive Kulu Valley amid the Indian 
Himalayas. Departure 18 May - Return 14 June. 

Mike Thompson of Annapurna fame, will accompany the 
parties and is on hand to give advice on all possible routes and 
climbs in the area which he knows well . . . he should do since 

this will be his fourth visit! 

COOKS will get you there by air from London to Delhi, 
and rail from Delhi to Kalka, thence by road to the Kulu. 
Here accommodation has been laid on and rations will be 

supplied for your various expeditions. Cost per person £285 

Perhaps you are more interested in trekking? If so, you 
may be interested in the following : 12 to 30 April 'Spring 

Flowers of the Langtang Valley - Nepal', £397; 2 Sept to 2 Oct, 
'Karakoram Trek', £445; 24 Oct to 23 Nov, 'Everest & 

Annapurna' , £495 & £480. 

For full information about 'Climbing ifl' the Kulu Valley' 
and all other trekking holidays write or phone to:-

Mr. P.H. Delves, Special Promotions Department, 
Thomas Cooks & Son Ltd., 45 Berkeley Street, 
London WlA lEB. Tel: 01-499 4000, Ext. 633 

THE. NORTH. 
FACEI 

THE NORTH FACE, 1234 5th Street, 
Dept. MF, Berkeley, California 94710 

we can supply 
everything but the mountain! 

"We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, 
Duvets, Waterproof Clothing. Plus over 40 Tents 
suitable for Mountain use. Names like: Karrimor, Se-ab, 
Clog, Stubai, Moac, Saunders, Blacks, Kastinger, 
Vango, Henri Lloyd, Helly Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, 
Snowdon, Peck, Hawkins, Andre Jamet, Bonatti, 
Cassin, Simon, Viking Troll, Optimus, Point Five, 
Mountain, G & H, J.B. Salewa, M.S.R. & Camptrails. 

You will be dealing with experts-our technical 
adviser is Les Halliwell. Before buying your gear, 
write or phone for our EXTRAORDINARY COM
P ET ITIV E free price list. Large Mail Order Department. 
Barclay/ Access accepted. Most items immediate 
delivery. 7 day approval service. We have a special 
Contract Department for Club & Educational orders". 

Send to Dept. M002 

FIELD & TREK (equipment) Ltd 
25 KINGS ROAD· BRENTWOOD· ESSEX. 

Telephone: 0277 221259 



ultimate 
equipment 
goes to extremes 

Ultimate shell clothing 
Ultimate climbers helmet 
Ultimate lightweight tents 
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L.A.S. Climbing Harness 

For a number of years here at L.A.S. we've built 
various harnesses, climbed in them and occasionally 
fallen in them. We have to admit, we usually didn't 
like what we built anymore than what we found 
available on the market. For the last year, however, 
we've been making and using a harness that over
comes most of our objections. We are even winning 
a few converts among those climbers who feel bound 
and gagged with more than a few wraps of webbing 
around the waist. 

We use a three inch wide waist belt for back 
support. Two hammer holsters soft enough to sleep 
on yet stiff enough to remain open are sewn to it. 
A hauling loop is sewn to the back. What makes this 
harness comfortable, nonrestrictive versatile -
different from the others - are the leg loops. Strong 
buckles are used on the two inch wide leg loops, 
allowing the loops to be dropped, adjusted or rolled 
up and slipped into the front pockets without untieing 
from the rope or waist belt. This is a nice feature in 
squeeze chimneys, on easier terrain and when nature 
calls. The loops can also be removed. A high rope 

tie-in point is obtained at the waist and 
should you go upside down you will 

tend to be righted. The webbing that 
joins the leg loops and waist belt is 

aligned so that you can move freely 
/_~0 and won't feel tied down . . The 
~ harness is strong, with a total 

breaking strength of about / 1111ft. \ 14,000lb. Send your waist size '/JI 1\1(! and $14.50 plus $1.50 for 

/411111111n \(;;:~;:;:1;:d::/,/~:~; 
~ "'l■l\& you one right away. If 

/019f I) 111~ \Y;io:;n:.:.:~:;;~;: 'IJJ ,~ IJ I~ stuffwemakewriteus 
..._ ___________ _. for a free- catalogue. 

-s~ 151 ❖ Loui~ville • Colo~o • e,0027 
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Cover Photo: Retreat from Eroica (XS) , one of the fine new climbs 
recently discovered on Pentire Head in Cornwall. The party was unable 
to climb the technical crux moves on the second pitch. This problem 
is likely to be experienced by later parties, but the first pitch (HVS) is 
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failure. Photo: Ken Wilson 

Editor, Ken Wilson. Sub-Editors, Mike and Lucy Pearson. Book Reviews, 
Paul Nunn. Editorial Advisors, Audrey Salkeld and Bob Moulton. 
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New and second-hand books, journals and articles on mountaineering and allied 
subjects. 

New titles include: BMC National Mountaineering Conference 
Report 1974- 50p; The Island of Rhum by Hamish Brown - 75p ; 
The Alps (with over 150 illustrations) by Ronald Clark - £5 .00 ; 
Modern Snow and Ice Techniques by Bill March - £1.00 ; 
Adventure, Education and Outdoor Pursuits by Colin Mortlock 
- 45p. 
Forthcoming Titles (orders taken now) : Big Wall Climbing by 
Doug Scott (July) - £3 .95 ; Hard Rock compiled by Ken Wilson 
(September); Modern Aid Climbing by Bill March; Rock Climbs 
in Lancashire by Hank Pasquill ; Winter Climbs in North 
Wales by Rick Newcombe. Also facsimile editions of scarce classics : 
Whymper's Guide to Chamonix and Guide to Zermatt ; Albert 
Smith's The Story of Mt. Blanc ; A. W. Moore·s The Alps in 1864 ; 
Mummery's My Climbs in the Alps and Caucasus ; Wills' 
Wanderings Among the High Alps. 
New books available now at reduced prices: Earth and the Great 
Weather by K. Brower, a lavishly illustrated folio edition on The 
Brooks Range in Alaska by Friends of the Earth, reduced from £10.50 
to £5.00; Mountaineering in the Alps by Claire Engel - £2.00 ; 
The Conways by J . Evans - 60p ; Rondoy by David Wall - 60p ; 
Tiger in the Snow by Walt Unsworth - 30p ; Springs of 
Adventure by Wilfred Noyce - 70p. 

Prtces exclude postage. Full lists from: 
AUDREY SALKELD, 11 TONE ROAD, 
CLEVEDON, SOMERSET. 



Information 
Gervasutti Pillar on the Freney Face gets direct winter ascent. 

THE ALPS 

SUMMER 1973 

Eiger: North Face 
We can now add further details to our report 
on the Jugoslav's ascent of the Japanese 
Route (Mountain 33). It seems that the 
climbers were baulked by the final difficulties 
of the route and sought to escape from the 
wall by traversing to The Fly on the Harlin 
Route. Instead of carrying on up at this point, 
they descended to The Spider and made their 
escape up the Exit Cracks. This information 
was relayed by Dougal Haston after a 
conversation with Herr von Allmen who 
watched the ascent through a telescope. 

WINTER 1973/ 4 

Trois Dents du Pelvoux: North Face 
(Dauphine) J . M. Boivin and R. Berry made 
the first winter ascent of the difficult Chaud 
Couloir, in mid-January.' This is regarded as 
one of the hardest ice climbs in the range ; 
the ascent took eighteen hours. 
Other Dauphine Winter Ascents 
P. Coda, A . Gardon and F. Roques made the 
first winter ascent of the North Face of Le 
Pave, during three days in late January. 
The first winter traverse of the Co/ du Diable 
was made in late December, by Coda, C. 
Aillat, P. Monin and B. Muller. 
First winter ascents were also made of the 
Col de /'Ange (J. M . Chapuis and B. Fara) 
and the Col du Pelvoux (R. Lecerf and 
M . Parmentier) . 
Grande Casse: North Face 
(Graians) The coveted first winter ascent of 
the Coutin/ Dupuy Route was made between 
February 18th and 24th by C. Pigeonnat, 
J . Brenat and the brothers J . P. and 
J . Mermillod . Very difficult conditions were 
encountered, with ice and brittle rock. 
Previously unreported in Mountain was the 
first British ascent of the Ordinary 
(Bonacossa / Binaghi) Route, by John 
Wilkinson with Simone Badier. 
Dome de Maige: North-North-West Face 
The first winter ascent of the Gilbert Blanc/ 
Dujon Route was made on January 5th, by 
M. Berreux and P. Curral. 
Mt. Blanc: Freney Face 
The first winter ascent of the Gervasutti 
Pillar was made during the last part of 
January, by Jean Coudray, Charles Daubas 
and Raymond Renaud. The trio began their 
climb on January 22nd, taking twelve hours 
to reach the Col de Peuterey from the 
Giglione Hut. The next day, two of the climbers 
fixed ropes on the initial difficulties, while the 
third built an igloo on the col. After spending 
a second night on the col, they began to 
push up the pillar, but snowfalls slowed their 
advance ; it took them three days to reach 
the final bastion, which the Gervasutti 
Route turns on the left (see photo-diagram). 
However, the persistent snowfalls had by now 
rendered this original finish too dangerous, 

i;fi. 
Above: The Pillars of Freney on Mt. Blanc. The Central Pillar is on the left, with the crucial 
chimney pitch of the Chandelle showing as a clearly defined notch high on the right edge. The 
route taken during the winter ascent of the Gervasutti Pillar is marked on the right with the 
normal summer line taking the left-hand exit near the top. Photo: Joe Tasker 

Mt. Blanc du Tacul: North-East Face After a few abortive attempts to lose height 
A new route has been made on the face by down the normal descent route (with which 
Lindsay Griffin and Se Billane. The line they were both familiar), they decided to 
follows the narrow couloir starting near the make the longer but safer descent to the 
foot of the Jager Couloir and going parallel to Combe Maudit. However, wind conditions 
and right of the Gervasutti Couloir. This is made this too dangerous, and the pair were 
normally a stone shoot in summer, but it gave eventually forced to make a long and 
a fairly interesting ice climb of about harrowing descent down the North Face to 
Scottish grade 3, with pitches of 4, the Bossons Glacier. Eventually, after eight 
reportedly similar to Green Gully on Ben Nevis. days on the mountain, they managed to reach 

so it was decided to force a direct exit by 
climbing the bastion itself. Despite enormous 
slides of powder-snow, the trio managed to 
get out on to the Brouillard Ridge late on the 
28th and, after a further day of enforced 

The climbers started from the Col du Midi on Chamonix. They subsequently entered hospital 
December 29th, in good weather; but by the for treatment to their frostbite injuries. 
time they had reached the summit, three days Various reports in the French press gave the 

delay at the Vallot Hut, they reached the later, conditions had deteriorated, and they impression that the climbers had been lax in 
valley on the 30th, nine days after their were confronted with a white-out and their planning and careless once the epic had 
climb began. dangerous wind-slab conditions on the descent. begun. Neither seems to have been the case 
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Information 

New direct route on the Pointe Whymper on the Grandes Jorasses by 
Audoubert, Galy, Feuillerade and Seigneur. 
Oberson and Gross make winter ascent of Zmutt Nose. 

Above: The new direct line on the North Face of Pointe Whymper on the Grandes Jorasses 
(marked with a broken line) . Photo: Wolf Jurgen Winkler 

however, as they left clear information about 
their itinerary, took care to check the 
conditions of the normal descent route 
before departing, and gave news of their safe 
descent when they arrived in Chamonix (but 
this was apparently not relayed) . 
The accident does highlight the descent 
dangers on this complex mountain, however, 
and this is not the first time that an epic 
has taken place on its northern slopes. 
Aig. du Midi: North Face 
In March, Robert Chere and Daniel Monaci 
made the first winter ascent of the spur to the 
left of the Frendo Spur. The spur, La Nativite, 
was the scene of the ill-fated attempt by the 
Nomine/ Boniface rope in the winter of 1972. 
It received its name from Georges Nomine in 
honour of the birth of his son whom he was 
tragically never to see. 
Grand Charmoz: North Face 
Oliver Challet and Guy Abert made the first 
winter ascent of this face, in very severe 
conditions, between January 11th and 13th. 
They followed the Welzenbach line, but took 
the difficult Heckmair/Kroner exit. 
Grandes Jorasses: North Face 
A new route has been made on the Pointe 
Whymper, directly up the steep face between 
the Japanese Couloir and the Bonatti/ 
Vaucher Route. It was put up in various 
stages during the period from the end of 
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December to the end of January, by Abbe 
Louis Audoubert, Marc Galy, Michel 
Feuillerade and Yannik Seigneur. 
The party began by fixing ropes up the 
initial ice slopes and an obvious rock ramp, 
returning to rest at a secure base on the 
glacier of Mt. Mallet. Very slow progress was 
made, as the climbers were hindered not only 
by low temperatures and white-outs, but also 
by the chore of having to make a film for 
French TV. They began their final push on 
January 11th, establishing a succession of 
five bivouacs, surmounting two huge over
hangs and planting a total of 350 pitons. The 
summit was reached on January 27th, when 
the party was lifted off by a timely helicopter 
and flown to Sion. It is reported that 
helicopters were also used to stock the 
Mt. Mallet base during the initial stages. 
Aig. Verte: Cordier Couloir 
Daniel Monaci made the first winter ascent, 
Solo, on January 27th. 
Aig. Verte: Couturier Couloir 
20-year-old Jean Claude Charlet made the 
first solo winter ascent of this couloir during 
the night of March 2nd. He did the climb as a 
tribute to his father, the celebrated guide 
Armand Charlet (74) , who made the original 
ascent in 1932. 
Col. Armand Charlet: North Face 
Michel Afanassief and Elie Hanoteau made 

the first w inter ascent of the North Couloir 
during two days in late February. 
Tours des Courtes: North Face 
Jean Pierre Bougerol, Dominique Marquis, 
Denis Ducroz and Bernard Germain made the 
first winter ascent of this face on February 
21st and 22nd. 
Mt. Dolent: North Face 
J. Belleville, J . Marie Beaugey and Jean 
Dupraz made a difficult new line directly up 
this ice face. The route was climbed during 
the night of January 16th/ 17th to counter 
bad snow conditions and to beat advancing 
bad weather. 
Mt. Pleureur: West Face 
Guy Allaman, Christian Michaud, Vincent M ay 
and Marco Bruchez made the first winter 
ascent of the Fellay/Fiorina Route over two 
days at the end of January. 
Mt. Collon: North Face 
Andre Georges made the first winter ascent 
(solo) of the Georges/Schwartz Arete on the 
right-hand side of the face (looking from 
Arolla). Georges encountered considerable 
difficulty in the form of hard rock pitches 
at the start and a problematical artificial 
pitch at half-height from which he sustained 
a fall. He had one bivouac just below this 
pitch and, after a hard exit, spent another 
night on the descent. 
Matterhorn: North Face 
Edgar Oberson and Thomas Gross made the 
first winter ascent of the difficult Zmutt Nose 
(Gogna / Cerutti Route) during the last week 
of January. This had previously defeated a 
very determined attempt in 1973 by a strong 
party which included Oberson ; the successful 
ascent must therefore be regarded as one of 
the best winter climbs of the season. In 
common with the Grandes Jorasses party, 
the climbers enjoyed the luxury of being 
whisked off the summit by helicopter once 
their climb was completed . 
Strahlhorn: South Face 
This was climbed for the first time in winter 
by Italians C. Schranz, G. Tagliaferri , M. Vigo 
and M . Ferrari . 
Correspondents: Haston, Contamine, Griffin 
and Bradley 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Ben Nevis 
The most interesting first ascent of the 
winter season was that of the much-coveted 
Minus One Gully (800ft., grade 5), which was 
climbed by Ken Crockett and Colin Stead in 
six hours. This route had previously repulsed 
some very strong teams and was one of the 
last major unclimbed gullies on the Ben. 
Brian Dunn and Con Higgens put up some 
new routes on Minus Two Buttress, together 
with one up a steep impressive groove to the 
right of Zero Gully. 
Another grade 5 was found by Dave Knowles 
up a groove line left of Hadrian's Wall, and 
Neil Quinn and Doug Lang made the first 
winter ascent of Left Edge Route, which lies 
to the right of Point Five Gully on 
Observatory Buttress. 
Dougie MacArthur and Alan Kimber repeated 
the Smith/ Holt Route on the Orion Face, and 
Astronomy was repeated by a team performing 
for a BBC television programme. Minus Two 
Gully was climbed for the third time by Mike 
Coleman and Neil Harding, and Orion Face 



People 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

Legal victory for Herrligkoffer in marathon Nanga Parbat court action. 

Continuing Wrangle: 
Victory for Herrligkoffer? 
The 3½-year-old battle between Dr. Karl 
Herrligkoffer and Reinhold Messner grinds 
towards a conclusion. It will be remembered 
that following the 1970 Nanga Parbat Rupal 
Flank Expedition, during which Messner's 
brother Gunther died, bitter recriminations 
on both sides quickly gave way to legal 
proceedings. Messner, the volatile South 
Tyrol climbing ace, accused the Munich 
Doctor, leader of the expedition, of 
mismangement and negligence which 
ultimately played a part both in the death of 
his brother and in the severity of his own 
frostbite injuries. Herrligkoffer claimed that 
Messner had broken his expedition 'contract' 
and was engineering a relentless smear 
campaign against him. 

The two brothers, having completed the first 
ascent of the Rupal Flank, described as the 
highest rock and ice wall in the world, made 
an unscheduled descent down the empty 
Diamir Face, quite alone and without the 
support of a chain of camps. At the foot of 
the face Gunther Messner was overwhelmed 
by an avalanche. -

Messner alleged that Herrligkoffer's expedition 
preparations were wanting in several respects 
- that up-to -date medicaments for the 
treatment of frostbite were not available, that 
oxygen equipment was faulty and that there 
was insufficient insurance cover for 
expedition members. He further claimed that 
Herrligkoffer failed to organise search and 
rescue operations when the brothers went 
missing and that, once he was reunited with 
the expedition after the death of Gunther, 
slow evacuation and inadequate medical 
attention caused a deterioration of his frost 
bite injuries. (Messner subsequently lost six 
toes on his return to Innsbruck.) 

The Bavarian State Court has been unable to 
find proof to substantiate Messner's allegations 
and has forbidden him to repeat them in 
word or print. Amounts of damages have yet 
to be fixed and the decision is subject to 
appeal. 

Additionally, Herrligkoffer took action against 
Toni Hiebeler, at that time editor of 
Alpinismus, for publishing and supporting 
Messner's account ; against Der Spiegel for a 
particularly vitriolic piece criticizing his 
leadership ; against Dr. Ernst Muller- Meiningen 
for an article in the Suddeutschen Zeitung; 
and finally against Nymphenburger VG, the 
publishers who released Messner's book of 
the expedition . Messner's contract forbade 
him to publish any account of the expedition 
without permission and demanded that all 
proceeds from such publications went to 
Herrligkoffer's 'German Institute for Overseas 
Exploration '. Messner in fact handed over 

Direct had several ascents. 
With the almost universal adoption of front 
pointing techniques, routes like Zero Gully 
and Point Five Gully are now popular and are 
also seeing their share of epics and lobs. 
Lochnagar 
Two significant first ascents were made here : 
Central Buttress Direct (400ft., grade 4) was 
climbed by Norman Keir and Mike Freeman, 
and a new line (700ft.,grade 5) was put up 
on Black Spout Pinnacle by Doug Lang and 

I 

Above: Herrligkoffer (left) and Messner -
locked in legal struggle. 

royalties (after allowing for legal fees) to 
the D.A.V. Himalayan Foundation . Alpinismus 
and the Suddeutschen Zeitung have both 
been required to publish retractions ; Der 
Spiegel was forbidden to circulate further 
copies of the offending issue and a decision 
regarding the Nymphenburger action is still 
pending . 

Thus it appears that the moral victory finally 
accrues to Herrligkoffer, though doubtless 
much sympathy will remain with Messner. 
These two embittered protagonists ironically 
share one thing in common : each leaves a 
close relation under the snows of Nanga 
Parbat. 

Climbing Candidates 
Standing as Scottish Nation a list candidate for 
South Angus, Glasgow mountaineer 
Malcolm Slesser polled 15,100 votes in 
the recent election , whittling the Tory 
majority down from 12,000 to 5,000. 
Dr. Slesser is no newcomer to politics (he 
contested the seat also in the previous 
election) and has long been concerned with 
environmental problems. A lecturer at 
Strathclyde University, he is currently 
involved in formulating new global policies 

for science, with particular regard to energy. 
On home ground, he is well aware that a 
rapid development of North Sea oilfields 
could irrevocably damage Scottish wilderness 
areas whilst at the same time affording little or 
no additional employment for Scotsmen 
themselves. Manifestations of the plundering 
colonialism to which Scotland is subjected at 
the hands of an outdated "British' economy, 
and ways Scotsmen may help themselves to 
defeat their 'planned eradication ' are outlined 
in his outspoken book, The Politics of 
Environment - A Guide to Scottish Thought 
and Action. Of course, Slesser is well-known 
for speaking his mind and not hiding behind 
mealy-mouthed platitudes. It should be 
remembered that before he wrote Red Peak, 
ten years ago, expedition members were 
always described as 'jolly good chaps' and 
any differences of opinion that may have 
existed were - in public at least - swept under 
the carpet. His comments then about the 
personal tensions on the 'multi-national 
junket' better known as the 1962 Anglo
Russian Pamirs Expedition opened the way 
for the embarrassing candour of expedition 
reports today. 

With such a committed and eloquent patriot 
as their spokesman, one can foresee the 
S.N.P. capturing South Angus in a future 
election. 

Another mountaineer to stand in the last 
election was Mike Banks (who made the first 
ascent of Rakaposhi in 1958) . At short 
notice he contested the Devon port seat for 
Liberal against such strong candidates as 
Dame Joan Vickers (Con.) and Dr. David 
Owen (Lab.). He polled 6,000 votes and 
retained his deposit ; Labour won the seat. 
Since his retirement from the Royal Marines, 
Banks is finding himself busier then ever. 
He has just completed a book on Greenland 
for the David & Charles ' Islands' Series. 

Below: Climber Politicians; Scottish Nationalist Malcolm Slesser (left), and Liberal Mike Banks. 

Neil Quinn . This latter route follows a 
diagonal weakness starting near the Mound 
and traversing across Pinnacle Face to join 
Route 1 below its junction with Pinnacle 
Face . 
Eagle Ridge Direct had its second and third 
ascents by Quinn and Lang, and Coleman 
and Harding . Most of the other major routes 
had at least one ascent. 
Correspondents: Fyffe, Harding and Strange 

CORRECTION 

St. Bees Head 
Apologies to Keith Myhill for an innaccurate 
caption in Mountain 33: it was he, not Birtles, 
who partnered Tom Proctor on Black Pig. 
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New coastal crag developments 
in North Devon and North Cornwall 
by Pat Littlejohn 

This article is a kind of tour, from east to west, of the main 
climbing areas on the North Devon and Cornwall coast. I 
am writing largely about my own climbs so it is difficult to 
be objective: all I can do is to give my personal assessment 
of their merits and perhaps explain some of the thinking 
behind their ascents. The finer judgements I leave to others 
who, I am quite certain, will find the climbing worthy of 
their attention no matter what quibbles might arise from 
actual experience of the routes. 

Baggy Point: Azure sky pencilled with vapour trails, rich 
blue sea bursting white on the rocks. The feel of warm, 
gritty rock. Dazzled eyes peering through beads of sweat. 
T-shirts all the year round. This is one side of Baggy Point, 
its most attractive. It has four sets of sunbaked, west-facing 
slabs which will give many fine days to connoisseurs of 
Hard Very Severe routes. The first area reached is Long Rock 
Slab, and while its climbs are mainly variations on a theme, 
it is a theme of which one never tires. Thin cracks, bald 
slabs, intriguing overlaps, friendly slots and delicate layback 
edges, all fashioned in hard, rough 'Baggy Bed' sandstone 
and set at an angle steep enough for constant interest, yet 
so amenable as to make the most surprising moves possible. 
The routes are between 150ft. and 250ft. long and all seem 
worthwhile, though Long Rock Eliminate and Midnight 
Cowboy stand out for length of good climbing, quality of 
line, and sustained difficulties at an exhilarating standard. 

The pride of Cove Slabs, the next area eastwards, is the tall 
and slender slab of Pink Void. Originally graded Extreme 
because of a delicate start, it now goes at Very Severe by 
beginning further right and taking a diagonal line above the 
original to gain the groove it follows for the rest of its 300ft. 
duration. Truly a sea-cliff classic . 
Beyond Cove Slabs, the smooth-looking Promontory Slab 
juts well out to sea. It is dominated by the straight corner 
of Urizen, a route with little variety but a lot of atmosphere 
and a respectable length, if a pitch on the lower wall is 
included. The lines here are more positive and inescapable 
than on Long Rock, following cracks and shallow grooves 
often linked by delicate sections on minute holds. The angle, 
too, seems a degree or two steeper and the blank sections 
blanker, so the network of lines will never be as dense as on 
Long Rock, thereby enhancing the existing routes. 

Furthest east are the slabs around Scrattling Crack, of 
limited interest in themselves but giving access to (and 
escape routes from) the complex of forbidding walls and 
zawns which comprise the grimmer aspect of climbing at 
Baggy. At the back of Scrattling Crack Zawn are two 
awesome chimney lines, rarely dry, giving difficult and 
serious climbs. Just beyond, back towards the Promontory, 
the striking corner of Resurrection stands among acres of 
steep unclimbed cliff which continues to the tiered groove 
of Concrete Rose before rearing up and culminating in a 
daunting wall above a big sea-cave. The whole of the area 
between Scrattling Crack and the Promontory is tidal, and 
at Baggy this implies greater seriousness than, say, at 
Anglesey. Tides in the Bristol Channel are enormous and 
come in at an alarming speed. The sea is nearly always rough . 
Even Promontory Slab can turn serious if failure on Urizen 
or its neighbours coincides with the end of the ledge 
becoming seawashed. So anyone doubtful of the clemency 
of the weather, or at all uncertain of their ability to climb 
Hard Very Severe, should know the tide times and retreat 
while it is still possible, or carry enough slings to 'frig' a 
pitch if necessary. It may even be preferable to use aid than 
to be rescued by helicopter! 
Left: The first pitch of Eroica on Pentire Head. Frank Cannings is seen 
making the sensational layback move that is one of the highpoints of 
the route. Photo: Ken Wilson 

,a, 

Above: Dave Johnston on the first ascent of Kinkyboots (HVS) on 
Long Rock Slab at Baggy Point. Photo: Griff Croft 

Baggy Point Access 
A road and good farm 
track lead to the top of 
the cliff and can usually 
be used in winter. In 
summer, cars may have 
to be left at the car 
park. Whether walking 
or driving it is best to 

BAGGY 
POINT 

ask for access 
permission at the ._M--'IL"'"ES'---__ 1...__ ___ ~2 
farmhouse . 
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Above: The main section of the Baggy Point cliffs with the 
Promontory Slab and the obvious line of Urizen (HVS) on the left, and 
the imposing slab taken by Pink Void and Heart of the Sun on the right. 
Below: Pat Littlejohn leading Twinkletoes (HVS) on Promontory Slab . 
Photos: Ken Wilson 
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Credit for the vast majority of routes on Baggy Point goes 
to the North London Climbing Club, especially to such 
people as Ben Wintringham, Dave Johnston and the late 
Tony Willmott. Good rock, sun, and a high footage of 
readily accessible climbing will ensure that it remains one of 
the most popular areas on the coast. 

Blackchurch: Vast slabs of dark shale overlapping to form 
towering grooves and aretes, all in perpetual shadow. A 
blighted version of Cloggy's West Buttress. Rotten and 
vegetated rock predominates and the situation, above a 
stark boulder beach, is colourless. Strangely unfrequented 
by seabirds, topped by unkept woods containing a 
derelict, reputedly haunted summerhouse. Redeemed by 
magnificent lines and a sort of malevolent grandeur. 

The earliest route, Loose Woman, takes a straight crack-line 
in the central region of the crag . Climbed 'on spec', and 
without prior gardening, it relies heavily on aid, but a 
relatively short gardening session could render it a fine free 
climb. Near the right -hand end of the cliff lies The 
Archtempter, a superb Taurus- like corner with large roofs 
two-thirds up. It seemed a very hard and serious lead after 
minimal gardening, but a subsequent cleaning effort has 
left it in fine fettle: still serious on the first pitch, which just 
crosses the extreme border, but overall an enjoyable and 
memorable climb with little poor rock. The life history of 
Archtempter could be a model for other new routes at 
Blackchurch. It has an outstanding natural line certainly, but 
one which is duplicated in various forms along the entire 
cliff. The point is that the raw material was crude, but by the 
lengthy refinement process of gardening an excellent rock 
climb was produced. Similar treatment has been given by 
Keith Darbyshire to its left-hand companion , another very 
strong line of a groove-cum-crack. After eight hours or so 
of exhumation, he christened it The Sexton. As yet 
unclimbed, it will give a 200ft. route, equal in status to 
Archtemper. The crag is highest at its left end, and here is 
to be found one of the 'musts' for the middle grade 
climber. This is The Almighty, 250ft. long and Very Severe. 
Sections of the lower pitches may mar the route for those 
with an aversion to loose rock, but on the final pitch all 
drawbacks dissolve when the route breaks out of the 
shrouded gloom of the middle walls on to a slab of hard 
compact rock, whose delightfully positioned left edge is 
followed to the top. It is best to start the climb an hour or 



Above: Pat Littlejohn and Keith Darbyshire on the first ascent of Savage God (XS) at Blackchurch. Littlejohn is on the crux of the climb, which 
involves very thin bridging until the groove can be quitted on the right. Photo: Nick Rorke 

so before high tide so that the situations may be savoured 
at their best. 

To the right of Almighty is a long undulating groove, 
capped by overhangs and having a remarkably smooth left 
wall. This is the line taken by the cliffs most recent route, 
The Savage God. It doesn't look terribly steep, but this is 
deceptive. It gave a sustained and serious climb of great 
difficulty and, on hindsight, quality. Connoisseurs of the 
harder South Stack routes will find Savage God no less 
demanding and satisfying. 

Before leaving Blackchurch, its tremendous potential ought 
to be re-emphasized. Numerous possibilities exist for routes 
in all grades, but the crag is stubborn and will only yield its 
best to those prepared to devote a lot of time to gardening. 
Such people can be sure that they are contributing to the 
development of a great cliff. 

Blackchurch Access. Sensitive. 
The crag is in private grounds. 
Seek permission to use tracks at 
the Estate Office. Climbers are 
welcomed at present so courtesies 
should be maintained. 

Cornakay Access ( Page 16) . Seek 
permission to park at Cornakay 
Farm. 
Lower Sharpnose Access 
(Page 16) . Low cunning will be 
required to outwit an obstacle at the 
northern entrance. Maintain a low 
profile. 

0 SavageGod 
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Above: The curious cliffs of Lower Sharpnose Point, showing the thin curtain of rock that is climbed by Clawtrack and Lunakhod, by the left flank. 

Cornakey Cliff: Very big, very sunny. Everything better 
than it looks. Rises 400ft. above sea-bleached boulders . 
Tom Patey was the first to climb here ; ten years later we 
followed his footsteps with great respect. His finest creation 
and the crag 's biggest feature is Wrecker's Slab, 420ft. long 
and Very Severe. Standing below this is like standing below 
Great Slab on a first visit to Cloggy ; though if anything the 
apprehension is even greater, as the rock leaves something 
to be desired and once the sea cuts off retreat around the 
promontory at the outer end of the cliff the alternatives are 
to climb the route or to ascend the huge, fearsome grot 
slope of Welcombe Mouth. Despite this, Wrecker's has 
gained popularity, and as long as the leader handles the 
rock sensibly it gives a grand sea-mountaineering route as 
enjoyable as Pink Void. 

The rock at Cornakey is generally better than at Blackchurch, 
but the routes tend to be no more solid, as they were 
climbed without prior cleaning and have had very few 
ascents as yet. They take slabs or the corners between 
slabs, hence achieving a high degree of independence. 

Lower 
Sha 
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Steve Chadwick and Keith Darbyshire are responsible for 
the post-Patey climbs, all of which are Very Severe and 
above, and between 150ft. and 300ft. long. More traffic is 
needed before they can be assessed fairly. 

Lower Sharpnose Point: The site of an Early Warning 
Station. Above the headland two huge tracker discs adopt 
various poses, sometimes seeming in sympathy with each 
other, sometimes looking as though they might blow each 
other to bits. At night they are illuminated and look so 
otherworldly that one feels they could vanish at any 
moment, leaving no trace on the rocks and heather. 

If it is surreal above, Lower Sharpnose is certa inly bizarre 
below. The cliffs are something of a geological phenomenon. 
They consist of three narrow fins of rock pointing westwards, 
each having large north and south faces. They look 
precarious and probably are: a subsidiary 'fin ' recently 
collapsed in a storm, demolishing a short jamming crack 
called Bolt. 

The climbs are not long - ranging from 80ft. to 130ft. - but 
they take very positive lines and the rock is more solid than 
on any other 'culm' cliff yet discovered. Vertical cracks and 
corners predominate: those to go for first are Clawtrack and 
Lunakhod, striking groove lines bordering on Hard Very 
Severe. Mascon, a junior version of Cemetery Gates, is also 
very worthwhile. Anyone wanting a tougher day should 
direct their attention towards the two face climbs. The 
Smile feels big for its size and takes a rising traverse line, 
never too hard but constantly tiring, then breaks on to a 
vertical wall which gives thirty excit ing feet to the top. 
Uphill follows a leaning, shallow crack in a steep face. 
Harder than Smile, it makes its meanness felt from the first 
move and doesn't let up until friendlier holds appear at 60ft. , 
after which it is steady Very Severe with no further 
protection . 

Lower Sharpnose is certainly worth one day of a visitor's 
time. Like most of Baggy, and unlike virtually all the other 
areas, it permits a lighthearted approach. 



·- -Above: Frank Cannings on the first pitch of Clawtrack (VS), a route that takes the left facet of the curtain of rock. Photos: Ken Wilson 

Tintagel Head: King Arthur's Castle. Begat King Arthur's 
Hotel, his Cafe, his Fish and Chip Shop, and now even his 
Car Park. Everything in Tintagel has sold itself to tourism. 
In its natural state the headland would be a magnificent 
spot. Known as 'The Island' and linked to the mainland by a 
narrow bridge, its west side has unbroken cliffs attaining a 
height of 270ft. where they drop sheer from the headland's 
summit. The worn-out castle ruins lend character in winter, 
but in summertime one almost resents them as they form 
the first link in a long chain of exploitation and profiteering . 
They are also the reason that visitors to the headland are 
charged a fee of 7½p, and it is apparently for the castle's 
protection that the island is cleared of people and 'locked 
up' each night. However climbers should not find it beyond 
their ingenuity to avoid the fee and visit outside opening hours. 
It is very difficult to get a good view of the main cliff. A 
ramp descends conveniently to beneath the right-hand 
section - a large dolomitic wall rimmed with grotesque 
serrations - but the rest of the crag angles out of sight, 
hiding its true raison d'etre as a climbing area. The 
'serrations' of the cliff-top ( oddly weathered plates of shale 
sticking out horizontally) prevent one from looking down 
the crag, so to complete our inspection we traversed in 
from the north side along a ledge system. It ended at a 
perfect vantage point where we stared pop-eyed at one of 
the most awe-inspiring lines we had ever seen : an 
apparently bottomless groove of gigantic proportions, 
destined to become II Duce. An attempt at the 'dolomitic' 
wall met with measured success, though the line we took 
could be bettered and it was rather a hollow achievement 
as we now knew what was around the corner. It was about 
this time that Keith and I traversed the whole cliff at sea 
level, a breathtaking half-mile which revealed countless 
possibilities which are still untouched. 
On the big day I was duly lowered from the bottom of the 
ramp towards breakers which surged along the cliffbase like 
express trains. Pawing my way along frictionless ledges only 
inches above the highest wavecrests I arrived beneath the 

line. It looked horrifying. Seeing no way to get up even the 
first 20ft, I fixed a peg and regained the ramp by a 
diagonal prussik, noting another possibility en route. A 
horizontal traverse from the toe of the ramp proved the ideal 
solution and led to a spacious ledge beneath the massive 
roof which guards the groove. Overhanging cracks head for 
the roof but stop just short, necessitating an aid peg. 
Hanging from this I prepared for a big climbing effort; 
Keith, in his turn, prepared for a pendule into space and a 
40ft. prussik. The lip of the roof forms a short chimney 
where one can crouch and regain composure, then it's up 
and away again across a steep wall where difficult and 
totally exposed climbing, unsettlingly far from protection, 
gains an excellent stance. The groove above goes 
beautifully on small positive holds, till at 40ft. two 
alternatives present themselves. I launched into the more 
obvious one on the right but it grew nasty before long and 
had me retreating, drained of strength, to a contorted rest 
position in the groove. Savage laybacking up the left-hand 
line put the serious difficulties behind and the route ended 
with pleasant airy climbing in a more traditional Cornish 
style. Clearly II Duce is 
Tintagel's main attraction c:.Mc.::'L::..E ___ 1,c:½:J....._ ___ _:J 

at present, offering a 
climbing experience 
comparable to 
Tyrannosaurus Rex on 
Anglesey. 

Tintagel Access. Use the nearest 
town car park. A fee will be 
demanded by the Ministry of 
Works man to enter the Castle 
grounds. 
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Above : Frank Cannings approaching the flake on Eroica, just below the position shown on page 12. Bottom left : The main cliff at Pentire, with 
the routes: 1 Eroica; 2. Darkinbad the Brightdayler. Bottom right : Paul Rigg and Mike Ryan on the second pitch of Eroica. The leader is supported 
by an aid sling on the first piton, and is trying to make the crux move up the slight rib on his right. The climb then follows the fierce open groove 
above. The final pitch of Darkinbad takes the overhanging groove above the leader's head. Photos: Ken Wilson 



Pentire Head: An old faded photograph in a Victorian 
picture-guide to Cornwall showed a brooding, slate -grey 
precipice in a shadowy setting . It gave no indication of scale 
but the caption spoke of the " Towering cliffs of Pentire and 
Trevalga " . Our interest was naturally kindled but we were 
without transport and took no action until about two years 
later, when wet weather caused a premature departure from 
West Penwith . The drivers were persuaded to make a 
detour and within an hour the bulk of Exeter Climbing Club 
was gathered beneath the most impressive sweep of rock 
to be discovered in the South -West for many years. The 
crag bears a striking resemblance to Cloggy's Great Wall 
and the set of grooves which cap it, except that Pentire's 
great wall is concentrated into a little less than 200ft, and 
is without breaks of any sort. On the left - hand side of the 
face a line of cracks leads to a huge flake at mid-height, and 
in the upper wall a rightward -veering groove presents a 
glaring possibility. Could they be linked? 
On a chill winter day, I climbed to the top of the flake and 
took a look. Not on. I chewed it over through the winter 
months, and April saw me in the same spot, this time dangling 
on an abseil rope. A bolt would solve it of course, but in an 
uninteresting way, adding nothing to the route. Close 
inspection revealed a minute crack ten feet above the 
flaketop. Clenching a blade peg in a gloved hand to avoid 
vibration, I began hammering. It went in an inch, leaving 
enough projecting metal to be lassoed. Fifteen feet higher 
was a better crack, and I figured another pre-placed peg was 
justified for protection as the lower one would never stop a 
fall and one could expect to be rather extended at this point. 
On our ascent I was glad to curl my finger through the eye 
of the second peg before clipping in, so it became a 
handhold. Now for the groove. Much more to my taste, 
finger jams and brisk laybacking for 40ft , then the crack 
peters out while the angle of the right wall eases, 
demanding an uncomfortable switch from the strenuous to 
the precarious. The name - Eroica - was bestowed by my 
partner, Gus Morton. He had been saving it up for years. 
The Alps came and went, doing us all some good . Thinking 
we ought to put our fitness to use, Ben Goodman and I 
went to take a look at the wall right of Eroica . I scraped 
through the entrance exam - a hard and unprotected wall 
above jagged boulders - but after forty desperate feet the 
impossible loomed ahead. It would certainly need aid, but 
how much? Rather than start pegging at my highpoint I 
decided to eke out the free-climbing by pre-placing a peg 
further on . From the abseil rope I could see that a higher 
section would present a similar issue, so another peg was 
placed. While this action departs from the purest traditions 
of a first ascent, in this case I believe it to have been in the 
best interests of the climb. Darkinbad the Brightdayler is a 
route of the highest calibre, and the toughest undertaking 
in the area. No one could be gladder than I to emerge from 
the dark 'n bad lower walls, to a finish touched by the last 
rays of the sun . 
The rest of Pentire Head is littered with shorter crags having 
only three recorded climbs so far. Like Tintagel the rock 
here is basically very solid and much fun awaits the 
explorer. 
St. Agnes Head and Carn Gowla: This area embraces a 
two mile stretch of sea -cliffs, most of which are between 
150ft. and 300ft. high . Their potential can only be guessed 

Above: Ed Hart on the difficult middle section of Darkinbad the 
Brightdayler during the second ascent. Photo: Mick Haffner 

at, but Pete Biven has predicted that they will become 
Cornwall's foremost climbing area when fully developed. 
However the current major routes lack one ingredient 
expected of Cornish climbing and essential for popularity : 
sunshine. They lack little else, having good length, powerful 
lines, hard rock, and in most cases the dubious asset of 
great seriousness. 
Going east to west, the first developed area is Bawden 
Cliff. Its slabby left wing provides a worthwhile 'atmospheric ' 
climb of Hard Severe standard, called Ratcliffe Highway. 
The right wing is the superb .America Buttress, as fine a 
piece of rock architecture as can be found anywhere on the 
coast. Approached by a tricky sea-level traverse only 
possible at dead low tide, all its routes are Extreme and 
highly serious. In a typical sea, escape by swimming would 
be unthinkable. 
Our first foray produced The Mausoleum, a reverential 
ascent through massive features fashioned in cold hard 
stone. Entombed at first in a dank chimney, the route veers 
away up a leaning groove to arrive at the great slab which 
extends across the crag. A meander to the left brings one 
beneath a straight-hewn corner. Steep, absorbing, and on 
perfect rock, it is a Cenotaph all but 20ft. 

A rib thrust out defiantly, crowned by a dome-shaped 
bastion of merciless verticality. America. Beneath it, 
hypertense and committed , we pull on damp trousers and 
damp P.A.s after crossing the boulders in the nick of time. 
The rib commences broad and blunt, not steep but 
everything shelving outwards and no protection opportunities . 
Delicate climbing bolstered by a flimsy peg brings a niche, 
quitted out right to a stance with a commanding view. Part 
way up the next pitch the weather stops threatening and 
starts drizzling . I'm on a lichenous knife -edge trying to 
fathom a blank section. Raindrops clinch it and I stand on 
a peg and get moving. Ahead, the arete soars dramatically 
over an abyss filled with sea-noise. Steadily worrying, but 
with no special difficulties, it finally relents to a glacis. The 
very steepness of the summit wall helps us. The rain hangs 
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• 
Above: Supernatural, a pleasant 130ft. VS layback pitch on Bawden Cliff. Photo: Pat Littlejohn 

well away and is forgotten : a cagouled photographer 
opposite looks overdressed. I proceed rapidly aloft, soon 
arriving at the bizarre focal point of the pitch - a prodigious 
raven 's nest in which Keith later squats to rest. Above this, 
exposure and difficulty reach a climax, then a ledge is 
gained and solid protection cushions the impact of the steep 
final wall. With no second ascent as yet, America is Gowla's 
longest, hardest, and probably finest route to date. 

Eastwards, the near-virgin Black Walls extend for hundreds 
of yards, then the rocky promontory of St. Agnes Head juts 
out to give a good vantage point for viewing the complex 
mass of cliffs around Carn Gowla itself. First the Red Walls, 
vaguely buttressed and reminiscent of their Anglesey 
namesake. They rise above a fragmented terrace known 
pessimistically as the Heliport. The routes average 200ft. 
in length and are never much above or below Hard Very 
Severe. They get the afternoon sun. Left to right, the first 
sheer face is taken by The Ruby, a fierGe start succeeded 
by open climbing with well-spaced protection. Chicken 
Flesh shares its entry then breaks right up a steep groove 
and continues obliquely. Both fine routes. Climbs on the 
right-hand side are approached by abseiling 150ft. down 
the seaward corner of the massive Vault Wall , just right of 
Red Walls. This lands one at the foot of Black Slab, 
virtually on the Heliport. Further routes on the Red Walls 
are Rotwand, the high narrow face above and just right 
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of the big cave/zawn which cleaves the Heliport ; Happy 
Hunting Ground, a diagonal line from the foot of Rotwand 
which at 320ft. and Very Severe must become popular ; and 
The Dark Lady, a long sombre groove topped by a steep 
sunny wall. The impending black crag to the right gives 
sterner stuff in the form of The Vault, 260ft. long and 
Mild Extreme. It follows the great central gash which begins 
as a gently overhanging crack then widens to a pod -shaped 
chamber whose dizzy apex is reached via the left arete. 
The climbs on Black Slab so far hardly do it justice. They 
cluster round the right edge or pick half-heartedly at the 
looser central regions. With half a day's gardening, a crack 
which splits the slab from top to bottom would give the 
longest and one of the finest Severes in Cornwall. Cleaning 
would also make possible another really good slab pitch at 
a higher standard. 
Around the corner is an orange-tinted wall littered with 
overhangs, the scene of the first important developments on 
the cliff. The compelling line is a tapering groove, slap in 
the middle, which gives Diabolist (130ft., XS) . A smooth 
damp corner is jammed strenuously to an overhang which 
constitutes the crux, and thereafter interest is provided by 
several more overhangs of varying difficulty. The other route 
worth mentioning is The Baptist, on the buttress right of 
Diabolist. Climbed on my first visit to the crag, its ascent 
resembled a non-swimmer inadvertently stepping into the 



Left: America Buttress with the line of America (XS, 5b, 5a and 5c) marked. Right: Pat Littlejohn leading the first ascent of The Vault (XS). 

deep end . Thinking what a nice piece of rock it looked I set 
off with gusto, to be faced suddenly with a ferocious series 
of moves with hardly any protection . The upper reaches are 

exposed but less difficult. 
Beyond the orange-tinted wall lies one of Gowla 's most 
assertive features - a sewer pipe extending half way down 
the cliff. If it went the whole way down it would be 
relatively innocuous, but at present it spews sewage almost 
daily and this is blown by the wind to cover an enormous 
area of rock. Climbers as a body (B.M.C. ?) ought to 
petition the local authority to stop this unwholesome 
practice, especially since the vicinity of Carn Gowla is 
designated as a picnic area! The cliff is at least 200ft. high 
for some distance beyond the pipe; further still, slightly 
lower crags, barely touched as yet, go on and on and on. 
In any new area, describing what has been done serves 
mainly to underline what has not been done, thus 
prompting development. This, hopefully, is what will occur 
in the area covered by this article, for while many 
established routes are outstandingly fine and merit a 
visitor's attention, they will undoubtedly be equalled and 
perhaps surpassed by those to come. It is time more 
climbers joined the new-route gold-rush, and nowhere 
south of Scotland provides better opportunities than this 
superb stretch of crag-infested coastline. 
SUMMARY. North Devon and North Cornwall . An evaluation of the recently 
developed sea cliffs in this area. Guidebooks : Climbing in Cornwall ( Private 
Publication, 40p) ; Rock Climbing in Devonshire (R.N.M.C.); Interim Guide to Baggy 
Point (North London M.C. Journal 1971) ; New Climbs 1970171 (B.M.C.) . A 
supplement to Climbing in Cornwall is due to be published later this year. 
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Kinder Scout 
Plateau Below : The Moat Stone 

Photos b~ Shelagh Gregor8 
Text b8 Poul Nunn 
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Most hills have moods. subtleties and nuances. whose scope is too diverse 
to be absorbed in a single day's experience. Kinder Scout is no exception. 

This ambivalent plateau. as large in area as many a Monro. is a hub of the 

northern Peak District. claiming the admiration and fascination of thousands 

of visitors. Its hulking, complex. fickle mass is undivided by roads or even 
by real paths. Kinder's attractions are its own. distinct even from those of its 

near neighbour. Bleaklow. which is fittingly divided from the Kinder massif 

by the Snake Road. itself perforated by a stark. black line of gibbet-like 

posts and haunted by tales of Satanic pursuit. 

Least forbidding are the southern slopes of Eda le. plunging steeply into the 

natural centre. But even here an ill-defined sombreness reigns except on 

golden summer mornings: then. the cloughs run dry and dust rolls off the 

plateau lip in tiny swirls; the sun bakes into the bracken-covered slopes and 

haze blurs the cone of Win Hill. On such occasions the south-facing 

gritstone attains a golden-brown hue and for a little while climbing on the 

Tors or Crowden Clough Face can be idyllic. though the temptations of an 
afternoon snooze are likely to prove overpowering. 

The northern edges are craggy, remote. black and windswept. From 

Blackden to Mill Hill. the lichenous gritstone stares into the north over an 
endless vista of untamed moor and bog. Clinging mists writhe up from the 

valley across the w ide flats below the redoubt of Fairbrook Naze. No 

standing habitation remains on that jea lously guarded slope. Even the once
sturdy cabins of the shooting fraternity are decayed and flung down. Only 

the bizarre shapes of the scoured boulders relieve the unbending severity of 

this primitive landscape. On the last toil up the seemingly endless stone wall 

leading to Seal Edge, after six or seven hours of a winter-day walk from 

Marsden. the usua l reward is the ferocious blast of a sleet-f illed wind. the 

preliminary to a last stumble through mist. groughs and darkness until. 

hopefully, the lights of Eda le twinkle far below. 

Wind and water carried from the north-west batter the Downfall Ravine . The 

Downfall river drains much of the plateau and provides its most frequented 

thoroughfare. The ravine is a jumble of cliffs , col lapsed earth banks and ever

tumbling boulders. Beyond the Kinder reservoir, the ch imneys. smoke and 
glow of the town's impinge. Though seemingly remote. they take their toll. 

Smoke abets tramping feet and overgrazing in denuding Kinderlow. where 

acres of black peat erode valleywards. leaving slab upon slab of coarse 

gritstone bare to the sky. 

Guarded w ithin these steep barriers. the plateau is a land of mercurial mood 

and playful ch icanery. Once understood, it seems friendly, but it can be 

merciless to the careless. Hazy summer afternoons swiftly boil into nimbus 

in the west, and sudden gusts of w ind carry drenching pillars of rain up the 

Kinder Ravine . The great sumps of the plateau secrete it greedily, allowing 
little to seep through to the deep peat groughs. Slowly, deviously, the water 

flows back to the few main cloughs. On days of thick mist and slow 

progress. the plateau can seem oppressive. The devil in pursuit at Doctor's 

Gate has his equivalent in the lone walker's familiar. an inescapable presence 
frequently discovered after a few hours of solitary wandering. 

There is no real summit to Kinder: it is all approach and no culmination . Few 

vis itors seek the summit and probably fewer find the ill-marked cairns which 

grace Crowden Head in the midst of a wilderness as bleak as any in 
England. The plateau has a sp lendid air of isolation. Its sudden mists and 

deceptions quicken the senses into a sharper appreciation of the contrast 
when the ground at last falls away and green valleys replace trackless 

meanderings in bog and heather. In winter the transitions are more sudden. 

from endless ploughing through snow or dancing across the frozen cardboard 
of the peat, to the real focus of Kinder - the Downfall itself: the dry wadi of 
summer. the roaring torrent of a wet autumn. have given way to a great, 

hanging curtain of translucent green and blue ice. As the dazzling sun of a 

short w inter day slides behind South Head. the ravine enjoys a final 
explosion of gold merging into the red sunset across the industrial plain. 

Editorial Note: When we were looking for pictures to illustrate Dave Cook's article. The Battle 

for Kinder Scout (Mountain 32). we were offered a superb portfolio of landscapes by Shelagh 

Gregory. These photographs together formed such a balanced and harmonious set that to 

choose a few as illustrations would have been to take them out of context. Here, then. is a 

more comprehensive selection depicting the subtle and changeable qualities of the Kinder 

plateau, qualities which led Kinder's devotees in the 'thirties into their bitter confrontations 

with authority. 
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Above: Bleoklow from North Edge 
Left: The Pennine Wo~ 
Top Right Crowden Head 
Bottom Right: The Kinder Downfol I 
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(!} wish s~ to mak a route 
and fimn the summit fetjall a drop /Water 
and tft'is is where my route wi{( have gone." 



The Great Pioneers 
of the 
Eastern Alps 
Part 2. The mid 'twenties to 1939, by Doug Scott 
In the last issue we saw how climbers of the Eastern Alps developed the basic techniques to 
master the problems presented by the great limestone walls of the Dolomites and the Tyrol. In 
Austria the first crude mechanized aids were employed, while in Italy climbers like Emil 
Solleder were advancing into the sixth grade on climbs of over 4,000ft. in length. At the end 
of the 'twenties Italian climbers re-emerged as a powerful force in Eastern Alpine climbing. 
In 1931 Emilio Comici and the Dimai brothers climbed the North Wall of the Cima Grande 
by a route which combined grade six free climbing and substantial stretches of artificial 
climbing and pointed, for better or worse, to the path of the future. Meanwhile, almost 
unnoticed beside the blaze of publicity that surrounded Comici, climbers like Micheluzzi, Solda, 
Andrich and Vinatzer were making long free routes of exceptional difficulty and seriousness. 

Willo Welzenbach 
Welzenbach was one of the most experienced mountaineers 
of all time, and his numerous ascents on difficult rock and 
ice faces made him well qualified to evolve a new scale of 
difficulty. Year after year he extended his unrivalled list 
of first ascents. In 1923, with Riegele, he climbed the 
North-West Face of the Gross Wiesbachhorn. It was on 
this climb that ice-pegs first came into their own; 
Welzenbach combined their use with a rope technique to 
climb over ice bulges. He also used crampons hinged at the 
instep. On August 10th, 1925, Welzenbach and Eugen 
Allwein climbed the 4,500ft. North Face of the Dent 
d'Herens. This superb route, the hardest ice face of the time, 
is still highly regarded ; until 1945, it had only been climbed 
by nine other parties. Also in 1925, Welzenbach produced 
two of the hardest ice routes in the Eastern Alps: the 
North Wall of the Eiskogele and the North-West Wall of 
the Glockerin. 

From 1926 to 1929, Welzenbach suffered a prolonged 
illness which left him with a permanently weakened arm. 
But this did not prevent him from returning in 1930, with 
Heinz Tillman, to startle contemporary mountaineers with 
the direct ascent of the North Face of the Gross Fiescherhorn, 
a very serious ice route threatened by seracs near the top. 
In the same year, he and Willy Merkl climbed the North Face 
of the Grands Charmoz in appalling weather conditions, 
taking three days. 

In 1932, Welzenbach continued to make more ascents of 
unclimbed rock and ice faces, such as the North Faces of 
the Grosshorn and Nesthorn, and the North-West Face of 
the Gletscherhorn. Altogether he made nine hundred and 
forty ascents; fifty were first ascents, of which thirty were 
on rock. In 1934, at the age of 34, Welzenbach was killed 
on Nanga Parbat. In fourteen years of climbing, he had 
established great classic routes on major rock and ice faces, 
routes which were but a step away from the Walker Spur 

on the Grandes Jorasses and the Eiger North Face. 
Ernst Krebs 
Fine lines continued to fall to a number of climbers little 
known outside their own districts. In 1929, Ernst Krebs and 
Toni Schmid made the third ascent of the Solleder route on 
Civetta, in fourteen hours, and in the same year they made a 
new route up the Lalidererwand (Schmid/Krebs) , taking a 
beautiful straight line up the wall. A 2,600ft. grade 6, it 
is still one of the harder routes in the Northern Limestone 
Alps. Krebs survived a fall on the Wiesbachhorn, in which 
his companion Toni Schmid was killed, only to fall to his 
death in 1970 when working on the third storey of a house, 
long after he had finished climbing. Apart from being a 
skilled mountaineer, Krebs was also a fine canoeist and an 
Olympic medal winner. 
Fritz Wiessner 
Fritz Wiessner established many fine routes in the 'twenties, 
before emigrating to America. A Saxon, he started climbing 
on the local sandstone near Dresden . In 1920, he made the 
first solo ascent of the Piaz West Face route (grade 4-5) on 
the Totenkirchl. In 1925, with Roland Rossi, he climbed a 
broken artificial line up the South-East Face (grade 5 sup.) 
of the Fleischbank, and in the same year followed Solleder 
up the Furchetta North Wall. He made several other routes 
throughout the Dolomites, including the 1,600ft. Cima Canali 
West Face (Pala group) , which he climbed with Fritz Simon, 
but his major contributions to climbing were his routes in 
the Gesause and his attempts to get the U.I.A.A. grading 
accepted. 
Hans Steger 
Steger was an adventurer and boxing champion from 
Burghausen who wandered south to the warmer climate, 
becoming a docker in Genoa, a carpenter in Rome and a 
keeper of homes in Naples; he took to climbing in the 
course of his wanderings. Steger made the second ascent of 
the Preuss route on the Campanile Basso, and then went 
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on to establish routes of his own. He married the attractive 
Paula Wiesinger, a native of Balzano, and they went on to 
make many fine classic climbs together. They made the 
second ascent of the Rossi route on the Pelmo, and in 1928 
climbed a two-day route up the North Face of the Cima 
Una, which at one place is grade 6, A 1. On August 26th / 27th, 
1929, Hans and Paula reached the central summit of the 
Catinaccio, via the East Face (grade 5 sup., A 1). On this 
occasion they were accompanied by two friends, students 
Fred Mase- Dari and Sigi Lechner of Garmisch . This superb 
free climb, justly popular with British climbers, takes a very 
direct route up t he mountain in a fine, solid crack system . 

Hans Steger 

Hans and Paula also tried to climb the North Face of the 
Cima Grande. They were not equipped, psychologically or 
materially, for such a vast, overhanging wall, and their 
attempt failed after only 250ft. Nevertheless, it was a very 
bold effort for the time. 
THE DOLOMITES 1930-1940: THE ITALIAN 
INITIATIVE 
For more than thirty years, Austrian and German climbers 
had picked the plums, lining the limestone crags with their 
fine routes, while Italian climbers had in the main been 
content to follow their more industrious neighbours from the 
north. But in 1929 the Italians came into their own on a 
broad front, sweeping all before them; men like Vinatzer, the 
Dimai brothers, Gilberti , Tissi , Comici, Cassin, Micheluzzi 
and many more were inspired to climb classic routes 
throughout the Dolomites during the ensuing decade. 
As we have seen, important changes took place in the 
Eastern Alps in the early years of the century. The new 
techniques and equipment that Fiechtl , Herzog and Dulfer 
developed were brought over the Brenner to revolutionize 
Dolomite climbing ; and guidebooks appeared. The first 
Italian guidebook to the Eastern Alps was introduced by 
Antonio Berti in 1908. In this area, as elsewhere, the number 
of climbers grew and the type of climber changed. The 
early climbers had invariably been noble aristocratic figures 
or elevated professionals like Sella and Perazzi, teachers like 
Martino Baretti , priests such as Joseph Henry from the 
Val d'Aosta, or doctors, lawyers, engineers and magistrates. 
The social base of climbing broadened considerably before 
the First World War. Increased political stability improved 
social conditions, and economic progress enabled a larger 
cross-section of the public to take up mountaineering. 
After the war, despite the fact that Italy was on the 
winning side, she felt the burden of it more than her allies. 
Her industries were based on shaky foundations, for the 
country is poor in natural resources. The parliamentary 
government was unstable ; in 1919, ba,ndits and brigands 
were rife in the south, and strikes and industrial revolt 
common in the north. By 1921 , the fears of the people were 
giving strength to the ultra-nationalistic Fascist party, which 
ruled supreme from 1924 until 1942. All these factors had 
an influence on both the number of young men coming into 
climbing and the attitudes of climbers themselves, until the 
next world upheaval of 1939. 
It seems a truism to say that great changes must inevitably 
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result from a long and protracted war affecting most of the 
peoples of Europe, for wars have a revolutionary effect on 
all aspects of human behaviour. Numerous young men, 
conscripted into the war effort, found themselves in the 
Alps for the first time. Many, no doubt, had no wish to see 
them again after the war was over ; others did not have the 
means to return, even if they wished to . There were many, 
however, who did take to mountaineering and did have the 
means to return. They were mostly from the middle and 
upper classes. The result of the war, then, was not so much 
a change in the social background of climbers as simply a 
vast extension of the old order. It was another ten years 
before the artisan and working class had the opportunity 
to escape the monotony of their labour and their drab 
surroundings by turning to mountaineering . Even then, they 
were comparatively few in number, but with representatives 
like Cassin, Tizzoni , Esposito and Ratti , they were 
certainly distinguished in ability if not in breeding. As 
the 1920's approached, the Italians gradually broadened the 
bases of their experience and threw off many of the cautious 
traditions of their predecessors, by climbing without guides, 
advancing new climbing techniques and displaying great 
boldness in the new routes they attempted. 
The principal figures in this development included Umberto 
Fanton (1890-1918), Luigi Scotoni from Trento and, of 
course, Piaz and Dibona. All of these were active before the 
war. After the war, new names began to appear : Francesco 
Jori, Arturo Andreoletti , and Pino Prati, the Brenta climber ; 
also Renzo Videsott, who opened a new route on the South 
Wall of the Campanile Alto, in 1927 ; and Severino Casara, 
a prolific writer, who produced many hard routes in more 
remote areas of the Dolomites. 
To most British climbers, the great names for ever 
associated with the Dolomites, and particularly with the 
1930's, are those of Comici and Cassin . Their two fine 
routes on the North Walls of the Cima Grande and Cima 
Ovest are on every aspiring Big-Wall climber's list. But 
Comici and Cassin were not the only ones to establish sixth 
grade climbs of length and severity. In fact, as will become 
evident, there are routes far more demanding than these ; 
many other climbers reached a higher standard of free 
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climbing, though their modesty and reticence precluded 
sensational accounts in the locql press and in the climbing 
journals of the time. It is only in recent years that standards 
have been revised and their routes accurately assessed 

Luigi Micheluzzi 
Micheluzzi was typical of these 'dark horses· . He was a 
guide from Canazei who also worked in the Val Gardena 
and Cortina. In 1929, he set off up the Marmolata di Penia 
with Roberto Perathoner and Demetria Christomannos, a 
friend from Milan. The resultant 2,000ft., grade 6 climb 
(the first done by an Italian) took them thirty hours, with 
one bivouac. They had to contend with iced -up rock, and 
used only six pegs. Many great climbers, such as Walter 
Philipp, Hermann Buhl, Don Whillans and Steve Read, 
subsequently recognized the difficulties and the adventurous 
nature of the climbing. Nowadays, however, there are more 
than fifty pegs poking out of the beetling cracks of this 
historic route. 
There had been no witnesses of the climb, and a year went 
by before the three wrote it up in Micheluzzi's local climbing 
journal. The bare description given there did not grade the 
difficulties. Unlike Steger, and later Comici, Micheluzzi 
seemed to have only a vague idea of what was going on 
elsewhere. Walter Stasser had attempted the route 
previously and failed. In fact, he made the second ascent, 
which was hailed as another German first in the German 
journals. The Italians must have removed their six pegs! 

Other early Italian Grade 6 climbs 
A few months earlier, on August 27th, Comici opened up a 
route on the North-West Wall of the Sorella di Mezzo, in 
the Sorapiss group, with G. B. Fabjan. In contrast with 
Micheluzzi 's climb, the only other grade 6 that year, it 
brought Comici national fame, being the first grade 6 
climbed by an Italian. It is a very steep, 2,000ft. free climb. 
In the same year, another fine route, but one not quite so .. 
desperate, was climbed on the west side of the Cima della 
Bussazza. This was made by a veterinary doctor from 
Trento, Renzo Videsott, with his friend Rudatis and Munich 
climber Leo Rittler. The 3,000ft. grade 6 climb, on which 
they used five pegs, took them fourteen hours. Leo Rittler 
was killed with Brehm, in 1931 , whilst attempting the 
North Face of the Grandes Jorasses. 

In 1930, Attilio Tissi and Giovanni Andrich made the first 
Italian ascent of the North-West Wall of the Civetta and in 
the following year, with Rudatis, put up a fine new route 
on the West Ridge of the Torre Trieste. This is now 
considered a grade 6. 
Celso Gilberti was another fine Italian climber. He had 
twenty new routes to his credit when he perished in 1933, 
at the age of twenty-three, on the Paganella. His West Face 
route on the Cima della Bussazza, made with Castiglioni in 
1931, is a classic 3,500ft. free climb on excellent rock, 
now graded 6 inf. Perhaps Gilberti's finest ascent was the 
North Ridge of Monte Agner, with Oscar Soravito, in 1932. 
This 5,000ft. route, now graded 6 inf., is on one of the 
highest faces in the Dolomites - a splendid natural line 
giving free-climbing on solid rock. 

Emilio Comici led and encouraged his countrymen with 
his Sorella di Mezzo route. Two years later, with Giulio 
Benedetti, he forced a line on the Civetta to the left of 
Solleder's route. 4,000ft. long, and needing then thirty-five 
pegs, two pendulum swings and a high standard of free 
climbing, it was for a generation one of the hardest routes 
in the Dolomites. The Guida def Monte Civetta (1956) 
states : "If Solleder initiated the ultimate classic free 
rock climb, Comici, by his route, initiated the hard modern 
technical artificial climb". Two years later, Comici climbed 
the great North Face of the Cima Grande, thereby securing 
his position as the most famous climber in the Dolomites. 
It is worth tracing this rise to fame. 

Emilio Comici (1901-1940) 
One of the main sources of reference regarding the life and 
times of Emilio Comici has to be L'Arte di Arrampicare di 
Emilio Comici. Severino Casara wrote the short text and 
gathered together the three hundred and forty-two 
photographs. These include photographs of the rock faces 
climbed, but mostly they are of Comici in action, or posing 
for portrait studies. It seems unlikely that there can be 

many more in existence, for Casara is obviously a most 
diligent researcher. He is also an obvious admirer of Comici, 
and his eulogy is worthy of quotation and comment, in the 
light of information gathered from various continental 
climbers. 

Emilio Comici was born in Trieste, on February 21st, 1901 . 
" Right from early youth, he dedicated himself to sporting 
activities such as running, tennis, swimming and skating," 
writes Casara, "and his excellent physique ensured that he 
was always among the first in anything he undertook." The 
photographs bear testimony to Comici's " excellent" 
physique, if wide shoulders and a very narrow waist are the 
credentials. Both these parts of his anatomy are always 
nicely set off in a tight-fitting jumper, or well-cut 
velveteen jacket, or he is simply stripped to the waist, 
smiling in the sun. 

Comici's first job was in a dockside warehouse, and he 
spent his free time, from Saturday night until Monday 
morning, caving . In fact, at one time, he held the world 
depth record, which he gained by making a descent of 
1,500ft. down the Bus de la Lume. When he emerged from 
the cave, which is situated on the Karste Plateau above 
Trieste, " he immediately climbed to the top of the nearby 
Cimon del Cavallo ... and decided there to devote his free 
time to the open air of the mountains, not to the gloom of 
the caves" . Casara does not say exactly why Comici made 
this sudden decision, nor does he shed any real light on why 
he was so highly motivated to climb as hard as he did. One 
fact, however, is clear : for fifteen years, from 1925 until his 
death in 1940, Comici climbed continuously, doing, it is 
thought, over six hundred major routes, of which two 
hundred were new! 

At first his work prevented Comici from visiting the 
Dolomites or the Julian Alps every weekend, so he started 
to climb on an outcrop in the Val Rosandra, near Trieste. He 
later founded the first Italian climbing school on this crag . 

By the summer of 1929, Comici had established a number of 
quite difficult routes in the Dolomites. On August 26th/27th, 
he made his historic grade 6 route on the North-West Face 
of the Sorella di Mezzo, which brought him recognition 
as the main Italian exponent of 'modern' technical climbing . 
In the late 1920's, with the introduction of artificial aids 
from Germany and the Austrian Alps, " ... the younger 
generation of climbers, in particular, seized on them as a 
means of establishing their prowess (and also the prowess, 
let it be admitted, of their nation, for in those days of 
racial pride mountaineering was often considered a matter of 
national prestige). With the infusion of new ideas, what was 
the established mountaineer to do? Either reject them 
totally, following the maxims of Preuss, or accept them and 
exploit them to the full , turning his attention to ever more 
repellent mountain faces. The former was absurd, and 
Comici was one of many who chose the latter course ... " 
Thus Casara justifies Comici's wholehearted commitment to 
mastering and developing the new techniques. Comici 
taught many climbers his artificial methods: double ropes 
held in tension, the use of stirrups and the concept of 
all-out peg pitches, with one peg pitch after another. He 
was soon the acknowledged leader of aid-climbing in Italy. 

Perhaps it is unfair to quote Casara out of the context of 
his book, but in accounting for Comici 's predilection for 
aid-climbing he does raise one or two serious questions. 
The way of Preuss was not, of course, "absurd", even for 
ambitious climbers running out of new routes to climb. It 
would have been possible for Comici to have taken a cut in 
the quantity of routes he established and to have put his 
considerable talents to the problem of unearthing free 
climbs by dint of diligent searching. He might even have 
tried reducing the aid on routes already established. Of 
course there is a middle way between Preuss's and all-out 
pegging ; that is to look for the big classic wall climbs 
involving just a few pegs, as on Solleder's routes and on 
many others discovered and climbed afterwards. Such routes 
are still being established in the Dolomites today by 
climbers willing to search for something they believe in . 

Comici, however, went his own way and experimented. He 
had no yardstick by which to judge his actions, for they 
were far in advance of what anyone else was prepared to do. 
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Above: Emilio Comici tackling the crucial aid section on the North Face of the Cima Grande. Below: Comici ( centre) with the brothers Dimai 
after their successful Cima Grande climb. The other photos show: Comici demonstrating the artificial techniques which he played a large part in 
developing; and Comici posing for what can only be termed a celebrity photograph for Casara's book. 
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The climbing of the Cima Grande North Wall involved 
techniques quite unheard of by the vast majority of 
continental climbers, and undreamt of in Britain. Since the 
first attack on this wall by Steger, Carlesso had made 
another attempt but had been forced to retire only a few 
yards higher. In 1932, Comici made his first attempt with 
Renato Zanutti. Comici , by virtue of his Civetta ascent of 
1931 , was now eminently qualified to be there. The pair 
traversed left (at grade 6) into the centre of the face, but 
were then forced to retire, leaving a handkerchief at their 
highpoint. The face now began to occupy several columns 
in the German newspapers; in Italy the public was informed 
of developments and the question was raised as to whether 
it would be an Italian or German team that would conquer 
the climb. 

In 1933, a team from Cortina arrived , comprising Giuseppe 
Dimai, the photographer Ghedina, and Ignazio Dibona (the 
son of Angelo Dibona) . They reached Comici 's highpoint, 
but had to come down. Twenty days later, Dimai , Dibona 
and Angelo Verzi returned to the fray, went a hundred feet 
higher, and gave up. For the successful ascent, on August 
13th, Comici teamed up with Giuseppe and Angelo Dimai ; 
Dibona and Verzi dropped out of the group. In the first 
750ft. of the wall , which overhangs the bottom by 60ft., 
they used approximately seventy-five pegs. This represents 
an average of about one every ten feet. Considering the 
steepness of the wall and the fact that the rock was none 
too solid, they did not use more pegs than necessary. In 
fact, climbers today make use of twice that number. For th e 
three Italians, the real merit of the climb lay as much in 
overcoming the psychological barrier as in defeating the 
overhanging loose rock. The upper half of the climb was up 
chimneys and gullies which brought them more easily to 
the top on their second day. 

With this route, Comici was able to act out his theory that, 
to attain the maximum aesthetic quality, a route should take 
the shortest way possible between the ground and the 
summit: "I wish some day to make a route and from the 
summit let fall a drop of water and this is where my route 
will have gone". He also wrote : "The climber who is able to 
divine the most logical and the most elegant way of 
reaching a summit, disdaining the easy slopes, and then 
follows that way, his nerves stretched to the limit, sensing 
his own inner conflict and aware of the effort needed to 
overcome the drag of the depths at his heels and the swirl 
of space around him ... that climber is creating a true work 
of art, sometimes of exceptional quality: a product of the 
spirit, an aesthetic sense of man which will last for ever, 
carved on the rock walls, as long as the mountains 
themselves have life" .. 

For these conceptions of what rock climbing should be, 
Comici has been given the title 'artist of the mountains'. 
He was also a very controversial 'man of the mounta ins', 
and shook the old guard to their roots . When he heard of 
the Cima Grande ascent, Julius Kugy, who came from 
Comici 's home town, declared : " Now, at last, I am 
convinced that the North Wall of the Cima Grande can 
never be climbed". 

In the course of researching information for this section, 
several continental climbers were approached. They tended 
to play down Comici 's importance and showed little real 
enthusiasm for the great peg routes he established. How 
can these peg routes be justified historically? As the years 
pass, they become easier, for on every successive ascent a 
few more pegs are left in place. Eventually it is a matter 
of ascending a line of metal rings, and that has very little 
to do with rock-climbing, spiritually or even physically ; 
for quite long periods, the climber does not even have to 
trust his weight to the rock, as he hangs from the pegs or 
sits in his stirrups. However, if the pegs were removed each 
time, then hammered back by the next party, the rock would 
quickly shatter and the cracks widen beyond further use, so 
that is no real answer. In acknowledging the drive, 
initiative, courage and artistry displayed by Comici in 
establishing his peg routes, therefore, we must also admit 
that the routes themselves have not withstood the test of 
time. By definition, any classic work of art should be 
'distinguished for universality' and be 'of lasting merit', 
as Comici would doubtless agree. Perhaps the only truly 

classic climbs of lasting historical importance will be 
those which go predominantly free. Remaining to some 
degree in their pristine state, they will continue to afford 
most of the excitement experienced on the first ascent. 
The concept of taking the shortest route between ground 
and summit has, during the last twenty years, been much 
abused. Anderl Heckmair, whilst agreeing that this is so, has 
pointed out that the facilities required to interpret the 
concept literally were not available when Comici put 
forward the idea : "He did not realize the full implications 
of what he said and that the cult of going straight up and 
over would be possible by drilling holes for bolts". But 
again, putting up bolt routes and climbing them has little 
to do with rock -climbing, and only serves to detract from 
other climbs nearby. It is a form of pollution , a blight on 
the rock. 
So Comici 's romantic ideal has proved anything but ideal 
when acted out to the full and carried to its logical 
conclusion by the 'mad bolters' of the last two decades. 

We have already noted the strong nationalistic atmosphere 
which prevailed in Comici's time. Perhaps this arose from 
the fascist regime's policy of stimulating patriotic feelings 
to enhance its cause, or perhaps it was because many of 
the peaks and big walls were in areas which had 
comparatively recently become Italian territory, having 
previously been Austrian . This latter consideration 
certainly did nothing to diminish the hot feeling of 
competition that was prevalent at the time. Comici is known 
to have said : "For reasons of prestige we cannot afford to 
fall behind the German-speaking climbers, otherwise we 
shall look on and watch all our most formidable walls being 
surmounted by them". There is no evidence to suggest that 
he was overtly motivated to make new climbs by a 
competitive attitude towards his friends and fellow 
countrymen, although, like many artists, he expected his 
creations to win him immortality, judging by his grand 
statements and the rapidity with which his routes were 
reported in the local papers. The strong national rivalry 
must have influenced his choice of routes and, to a lesser 
extent, the way he did them. 
There is a parallel here with modern climbers, who have 
similarly lost their freedom of action because of external 
pressures. Nowadays, commercial considerations often 
determine where our best climbers should climb and may 
even pressurize them into using equipment and methods 
that are unethical, clouding their climbing judgement and 
causing them to forget the traditions of the climbing game. 
In quieter times, perhaps Comici's climbs would have taken 
on a new emphasis and retained more of the true spirit of 
climbing such as he himself demonstrated on the Civetta 
route in 1931. This discussion is one of emphasis. Comici's 
free-climbing ability, the profound love he had for the 
mountains, and his unequalled record of rock -climbing in 
the Dolomites, are not in question. But doubt is cast on the 
importance of some of his routes when they are viewed 
from this distance in time. Perhaps he was not such a 
visionary as he might at first appear. The other routes he 
established were never quite as formidable as his routes on 
the Civetta and Cima Grande. However, in 1933, he climbed 
up the Cima Piccola di Lavaredo, by keeping more or less to 
the famous Yellow Edge (Spigolo Giallo). He made this 
1,000ft. grade 5 sup. climb with Mary Varale and Zanutti . 
In 1936, he climbed the Dito di Dio North Face, in the 
Sorapiss group, with Piero Mazzorana and Sandro del 
Torso. This is a fine sustained grade 6 climb, 2,000ft. long 
and nearly all free climbing. In 1940, he climbed the 
II Salame North Face, another grade 6, with Casara . 

This was his last major route, for he died on October 19th, 
1940, when on a training climb with a girl pupil. On the 
afternoon of that day, Comici , the girl and two friends 
walked up to an outcrop above Selva di Gardena for an 
evening's exercise. They had only one rope, which was 
taken by the two friends ; they set off up a route whilst 
Comici remained behind and played his guitar to the girl. In 
due course, he decided to do an easy route with the girl 
and, having no rope, took out three slings and knotted them 
together. Using this prefabricated rope the pair climbed 
about 120ft. to the foot of a steep wall , of which Comici 
surmounted about 20ft. Deciding, however, that it would be 
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too hard for the girl with the dubious protection available, 
he told her to untie, pulled up the 'rope', passed it round 
a bollard and started lowering himself hand over hand to 
regain the ledge where she was waiting . One of the slings 
broke ; Comici fell to the foot of the cliff and was killed 
instantly. 
The Italian climbing world was shattered by his death, not 
only because of the manner of it, but also because he had 
become so much a figure in Dolomite climbing over the 
previous ten years. Space does not permit a complete list 
of his achievements : he made many solo ascents which 
have not been mentioned, including the first repeat and first 
solo ascent of his own route on the Cima Grande North 
Face - in three-and-a -half hours. It is right that we should 
hear so much of this man, but let us view him dispassionately, 
knowing that there were also others : Vinatzer, Detassis, 
Tissi , Carlesso and Castiglioni, to name but a few. 

Domenico Rudatis 
The dynamic approach that Comici seemed to epitomize for 
Italian climbers influenced the industrialist Domenico 
Rudatis. He tended to concentrate on the Civetta group, and 
gave considerable publicity to the sixth grade routes being 
pioneered there at the time, in well - illustrated articles 
and books. He himself helped establish several difficult 
routes, including the Torre Trieste, with Tissi and Andrich 
in 1931 , and the first ascent of the Campanile di Brabante, 
with Tissi , King Leopold of the Belgians, Giovanni Andrich 
and Carlo Franchetti , in 1933. 
Attilo Tissi (1900-1958) 
In 1933, accompanied by Andrich and Attilio Bortoli , Tissi 
climbed the South Face of the Torre Venezia, a steady grade 
6 inf. of 1,700ft. He made many other climbs, including the 
Direct on the Croda dei Toni , the North-West Face of the 
Pan di Zucchero and the South Wall Direct of the Tofana 
di Rozes, with Andrich, and Zanetti and Zancristoforo. Tissi , 
at one time a 'freedom' fighter against the Austrians, later 
became a local politician in his native Belluno. 

Alvise Andrich 
Andrich was another great climber from Belluno ; he often 
climbed with Tissi and also with Ernani Fae. In 1934, he and 
Fae climbed the Punta Civetta North-West Face. This sixth 
grade 3,000ft. route was established in brilliant style 
during twenty-five hours of climbing on August 23rd / 24th . 
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It has become a classic of the Dolomites, being mainly free 
with the odd peg for protection . 
In the same year, Andrich and Fae climbed the Torre 
Venezia by the South-West Buttress (1 ,000ft , grade 5 sup.), 
an -excellent free climb with a few pegs. Andrich also 
climbed the West Ridge of the Cimone della Pala , with 
Mary Varale and Furio Bianchet. 

Raffaele Carlesso 
" Tissi is to Belluno as Comici is to Trieste and as Raffaele 
Carlesso is to Udine." In 1934, Carlesso forced a line up 
the Torre Trieste South Face, with Bortolo Sandri. It is 
still one of the hardest free and artificial (fifty pegs on 
the first ascent) routes in the Dolomites, and it was long 
considered the first grade 6 sup. until the true value of 
the South Face route on the Marmolata di Penia was 
realized . In 1936, Carlesso climbed the North-West Face of 
the Torre di Valgrande, a 1,900ft. grade 6, A2 route, which 
required forty pegs on the first ascent. He made the climb 
with Mario Menti during three days in July, 1936. His 
companions on both these climbs were later to perish on 
the Eiger North Wall , during the first Italian attempt in 1938. 

Bruno Detassis ( left) and Ettore Castiglione 



Hans Vinatzer 

Bruno Detassis 
Bruno Detassis will always be associated with the Brenta, 
where he established many classic routes of all grades. In 
1935, Detassis and Enrico Giordani climbed the North-East 
Face of the Crozzon di Brenta (Guides' Route). This 2,600ft. 
climb (now graded 6 inf.) has become one of the classic 
routes of the Dolomites and was the hardest Brenta climb 
before the war. Castiglioni described it as "a route that 
combines maximum elegance with arduous difficulty". In 
1936, with Giordani, Detassis climbed the South-West Face 
of the Croz dell'Altissimo, a long and serious grade 5 sup. 

Ettore Castiglioni 
Detassis often climbed with Ettore Castiglioni. Together 
they did the Cima Tosa North-East Face Direct in 1933, and 
then in the following year made a fine exposed route up the 
2,400ft. South-East Ridge of the Sass Maor (grade 6 inf.) . 

In all , apart from other climbs, Castiglioni was involved 
in fifty first ascents. He was an excellent writer of 
guidebooks, in which he "displayed a deep insight into 
climbing which for him was far more than athletic exercise. 
The theory and practice, history and geography of Dolomite 
climbing are all woven into his work, demonstrating a deep 
spiritual understanding of the mountains". There can be no 
more fitting epitaph than this from the C.A./. Centenary 
Book (1863-1963) . 

G. B. (Hans) Vinatzer 
Two of the most demanding climbs of the 1930's were 
established by Giovanni Battista Vinatzer. This eminent 
climber is today a respected guide from the Val Gardena. 
He was born on February 24th, 1912. His father was killed 
in the First War, leaving his mother to care for the 
children. In 1932, at the age of twenty, Vinatzer climbed 
up to the Dulfer 'Pulpit' on the north side of the Furchetta. 
The direct ascent from the Pulpit had resisted the attacks 
of formidable teams. Solleder had deviated round and up 
to the right, whilst Auckenthaler had gone round to the left. 
Both of these were hard routes, but the logical line lay 
in-between. Vinatzer led up the steep, unstable rock, with 
Florian Riefesser following. For 600ft. the young Vinatzer 
fought his way up the steep headwall, finding it difficult to 
place pegs. There were few points of protection . It needed 
a lot of luck and all his athletic ability. He commented 
recently that it was his hardest route: it was a true grade 6 

Riccardo Cassin 

and so it will remain , providing it is not overwhelmed and 
destroyed by the 'mad bolters'. Erich Abram managed the 
second ascent in 1957, but declared that only someone 
irresponsible would go that way. He did not appreciate the 
unprotected exposure. 

The hardest pre-war route in the Dolomites was the 
Vinatzer Route on the South Wall of the Marmolata di 
Rocca . Vinatzer guided Ettore Castiglioni up the wall , 
during September 2nd/3rd, 1936. This 2,600ft. grade 6 sup. 
took a gruelling twenty-seven hours of climbing time. On 
the first section, leading through to the bivouac, a number of 
pegs were used. Castiglioni had the only bivouac sac, and 
Vinatzer spent a bitterly cold night, for he had no protective 
clothing : he had merely stuffed his clothes with newspapers! 
Next day the top half of the route went free to the summit. 
According to Rudatis, Castiglioni felt so uneasy about this 
climb and its difficulties that he never climbed with 
Vinatzer again . Certainly, Castiglioni 's reports made climbers 
take more notice of this man Vinatzer, particularly with 
regard to his Furchetta climb. But it is only recently that 
Vinatzer's climbs have been fully appreciated. He never 
went in for self publicity, and consequently his efforts have 
brought him neither fame nor money. Helmut Dumler 
interviewed Vinatzer in 1970: · "It wasn't so bad," 
Vinatzer said, when we told him of the respect today's 
generation hold for his route. But when we told him that 
his route is now assisted with expansion bolts - we had to 
tell him twice - the great man of grade 6 merely shook 
his head'. 

What of Cassin and his outstanding climbs on the Cima 
Ovest, Cima Piccolossima, Torre Trieste, and so on? These 
routes are certainly relevant to the decade under 
consideration, but Cassin grew to manhood and matured 
outside the Dolomites, going on to greater mountaineering 
feats on granite. For the purposes of this discussion, 
therefore, we will leave Cassin aside and concentrate on the 
remaining Dolomite developments and the men involved. 
(Editor's note: for information on Cassin, see chapter 7 of 
'Big Wall Climbing' and interview in Mountain 22.) 

Gino Solda 
Gino Solda was born in Valdagno, in 1907. Today he is a 
guide and ski instructor in the province of Belluno. In 1936, 
he made the third ascent of the Cassin/Ratti route on the 
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Cima Ovest, and on August 26th/27th of the same year he 
climbed up the North Side of the Sassolungo, with Franco 
Bertoldi. This formidable 3,500ft. route took twenty-three 
hours of climbing, with fifty pegs ; even today it has had few 

repeats. Two days after 
~ making this ascent, Solda 

started up the South -West 
Face of the Marmolata di 
Penia, with Umberto 
Conforto. After a further 
two days, they were on the 
top, having established one 
of the hardest routes in the 
Dolomites. The 1,700ft. route 
took thirty -six hours of 
climbing time ; seventy pegs 
were used, mostly in the 
upper half where there was 
some very hard aid -climbing . 
Solda continued to climb 
hard in later life. In 1947, for 
instance, he made a very 
difficult South Gully route 
up the Piz di Ciavazes, a 

route not repeated for fourteen years. He made many more 
routes and was climbing and leading grade 5 routes up until 
1970 ; he probably still is. 
At this point, it is worth noting that despite continental 
developments during this decade, the British attitude 
towards aid -climbing was still not one of acceptance, as is 
revealed in the following excerpts from LS. Amery's paper 
about a Dolomite tour, read to the Alpine Club in 1938. 
On the Piehl route of the Delago Tower in the Catinaccio, 
his guides had a hard time on one steep section and made 
good use of pegs in situ. "This was one of the cases where 
peg and snap ring do add enormously to safety, and I 
confess I cannot share the prejudice of our extreme 
conservatives against their use - in moderation . It opens up 
new opportunities and adds a new technique. To hang like 
a fly on a wall and shift the ring from the rope in front of 
you to the rope behind you with the minimum of fuss or 
delay is an art that g ives its own satisfaction . To carry up a 
sackful of pegs in order to make a spike ladder up a 
continuously impossible face is, of course, indecent. But 
two or three carried in the pocket to bridge, in reasonable 
safety, an occasional flaw in an otherwise feasible route 
seems to me a venial and even meritorious act". 

GERMAN AND AUSTRIAN CLIMBERS 1930-1940 
It must not be thought that Italian climbers had it all their 
own way at this time, for German and Austrian climbers 
continued to make remarkable ascents in the Dolomites and 
the Northern limestone ranges. 
Peter Aschenbrenner 
Aschenbrenner was the well -known custodian of the 
Stripsenjoch Hut in the Kaisergebirge. Born in Kufstein in 
1902, he has lived there ever since. According to Toni 
Hiebeler, in fifty years of climbing Aschenbrenner has 
climbed around two thousand four hundred summits, 
including four hundred 3,000m. peaks, sixty-seven 4,000m. 
peaks, and several points 
above 7,000m. on Nanga 
Parbat during three visits to 
that mountain . All of 
Aschenbrenner's best rock 
climbs were on the Northern 
Tyrol ranges. In 1930 he went 
with Hans Lucke to climb the 
East Wall of the Fleischbank, 
the 'Asche-Lucke' route 
(1 ,300ft, grade 6, A 1). It was 
on this route, in 1943, that 
Hermann Buhl went the 
wrong way up the Schmuck 
Kamin; the loose rock gave 
way, and he fell 200ft. 
In all the Northern Range 
guidebooks, Aschenbrenner's 
name appears time and again, 
in conjunction with routes 
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like the Leuchsturm South Wall (grade 5) , the 
Schusselkarspitze South Face (grade 6) and the North 
Pillar of the Sagwandspitze in the Zillertal Alps, to 
mention but a few. 
Mathias Auckenthaler (1906-1936) 
Auckenthaler was already active in the 1920's. A chimn ey 
sweep from Innsbruck, he was often to be seen walking 
about the streets covered in soot, doffing his stove-pipe 
hat to friends. He was always exceptionally poor and wou ld 
walk long distances from Innsbruck to his ' local ' crags 
(Wetterstein, Kalkkogel , Karwendal , and so on) , returning 
home shattered, again on foot, after a day's climbing . He 
soon repeated many of the severest climbs, in fast times, 

Mathias Auckenthaler 

and in the Kalkkogel he made several very hard climbs which 
were not repeated for many years. The Riepenwand West 
Diedre and West Face are both Auckenthaler routes. As 
early as 1925, he and Hans Buratti climbed up the North 
Side of the Furchetta and made a new grade 6 finish up the 
700ft. final steep headwall by its left- hand side. 

In the Karwendel , Auckenthaler climbed the North - East 
Diedre of the Kleiner Lafatscher in 1930. This is the well 
known 'Curving Corner' . Auckenthaler and his friend 
E. Pirker found the 1,600ft. route a grade 6. The following 
year, Auckenthaler climbed the North Face Direct of the 
West Peak of Praxmarerkarspitze with another well -known 
Innsbruck climber, Hans Frenademetz. This 2,300ft. grade 6 
route is one of the best climbs in the Karwendel. In 1932, 
Auckenthaler climbed the original North Face route on the 
Laliderspitze (grade 6 inf.) , with Hannes Schmidhuber. 
There were to be many more climbs before his tragic death 
at the foot of the Schusselkarspitze in the Wetterstein . 

Schmidhuber, a Wetterstein guide, made many other routes 
in the Kalkkogel - the Dolomites of Innsbruck. He died 
in 1953. 



Raimund Schinko 
The name of Raimund Schinko is virtually unknown outside 
the Eastern Alps, yet his record of hard routes is probably the 
most prolific of all the Austrian and German climbers of the 
1930's. Despite shortsightedness, he climbed in perfect 
style on rock. He used pegs sparingly, although he was one 
of the first climbers to use a chest harness. Many see him 
as the best rock climber of his time. " He was certainly 
equal to Auckenthaler," writes Otto Wiedmann. Schinko 
made several bold solo ascents . In the Dachstein group, he 
climbed the South Face cracks of the Torstein, with Adolf 
Bischofberger ; this 2,800ft. grade 6 climb was made on 
August 24th/25th, 1934. In 1936, Schinko and Fritz 
Sikorowski climbed the Dachl-Verschneidung in the 
Gesause group, taking nearly four days to make the ascent. 
Until quite recently the route was considered one of the 
hardest in Austria , and the · · '4, 

'Diedre of Death' became • 
notorious. It was here that , 
Toni Hiebeler, when repeating t 
the route (with two bivouacs), • {. 
banged his nose into its 1 
present well-known shape by 
taking a twenty foot fall. 
During June 25th/27th, 1938, 
Schinko climbed the South
East Face of the Stangenwand, 
in the Hochschwab group, 
with Sikorovsky and 0 . 
Pschenitschnik. At one point 
the party was forced to 
bivouac in slings. Schinko did 
not use pegs, but this grade 6 , 
route is now also A2, and ten 
pegs have gone into the rock. 
The first repeat of the route 
was made in 1952, and the 
third in 1958. Schinko was another victim of the war and 
was killed on the Russian Front. 

The Schmid Brothers 
Franz and Toni Schmid have been immortalized by their 
daring first ascent of the Matterhorn North Face in 1931 . 
This superb single achievement was backed up by a wealth 
of high-standard limestone climbing . In 1926, Toni climbed 
the 1,300ft. grade 5 West Face of the Berggeistturm in the 
Wetterstein. In 1929, he and Ernst Krebs climbed the North 
Face of the Lalidererwand, a 2,600ft. grade 6 route. 

Franz, who was about five years older than Toni, was a 
science student. With Hans Ertl, he climbed the North Face 
of the Ortler, and then teamed up with his brother to climb 
the 3,300ft. grade 5 sup. Grubenkarspitze North-East Face, 
in the Karwendel , in 1931. The brothers' attempt on the 
Matterhorn really started in Munich, for they had to cycle 
out to Zermatt with all their equipment. With an unusually 
thick layer of snow on the face helping to 'cement' the 
rocks in place, they started the ascent just after midnight 
on July 31st, and climbed the central couloir. No stones 
fell, and they reached the top the next day in a violent 

storm, after bivouacking 
high on the face. 
In 1932, Toni was killed on 
the North-West Face of the 

4 Grossen Wiesbachhorn. 
, Ernst Krebs, who fell 1,600ft. 
• with him, survived to live to 
' ' a ripe old age. 

The Three Great North 
Faces 
In fact, Germans were to 
pioneer all three great North 
Faces of the Alps: firstly, the 
Matterhorn; then, the North 
Face of the Grandes 
Jorasses, climbed by Rudolf 
Peters and Martin Maier in 
1935; and finally, the North 
Face of the Eiger, climbed 
by a German and Austrian 
party in 1938. From the 

point of view of future Eastern Alpine rock-climbing 
developments, the Eiger climb was by far the most significant. 

Every great continental climber was interested in this face ; 
many had already attempted it, and some had lost their lives 
in the process, brushed off the face by the boulders and 
snow avalanches that often sweep down from the upper 
reaches. The north side of the Eiger is like a giant pyramid 
of blackened limestone rock, slightly curved in the centre. It 
is here that several ice fields cling to the face, one above 
the other, with vertical cliffs in between. The weather 
affects this face more than any other. With a covering of 
ice and frozen snow, the climbing becomes very difficult, 
but at least the loose rock is frozen on to the mountain. 
When a sudden thaw sets in, barrage after barrage of rocks 
can be expected, raking the face and particularly the ice 
fields . The use of artificial aids does not help. Pegs are 
difficult to place, and most of the rock pitches are 
notoriously poorly protected . To spend time fiddling with 
pegs and modern nuts means more time on the face and 
more time exposed to the fearful objective dangers. The 
fitter and more experienced the party, the higher their 
chances of survival. The physical demands of this face make 
it the supreme test for the complete mountaineer, for all 
aspects of mountaineering are tried and tested on the 
Eigerwand. Its history is a long one - with sufficient material 
for a 240-page book by Heinrich Harrer (The White Spider) . 
There, the reader can follow the early attempts by 
Sedlmayer and Mehringer, Hinterstoisser, Kurz, Rainer and 
Angerer, and the great Rebitsch and Vorg attempt of 1937. 
Other contenders followed : the Italians, Sandri and Menti, 
who fell from near the 'Difficult Crack' in June 1938; and 
finally the two men from Munich, Anderl Heckmair and 
Ludwig Vorg, who joined forces with Heinrich Harrer and 
Fritz Kasparek from Austria to drive a route through to the 
top in four days, in July 1938. 

All the Eiger candidates learned their craft in the Eastern 
Alps and, apart from the two Italians, all were weaned on 
the northern limestone ranges. Hinterstoisser and Kurz, for 
instance, had established several fine routes in their native 
Berchtesgaden Alps, such as the South Face Direct on the 
Grosses Muhlsturzhorn in 1936. Anderl Heckmair climbed 
in the Kaiser and Wetterstein, where he put up several new 
routes, and Rebitsch was active in all the mountains of the 
Eastern Alps before and after World War 11. 

Mathias Rebitsch 
This great North Tyrolean climber continued to find classic 
hard climbs throughout the 1940's, just as he had in the 
'thirties. Like Aschenbrenner and Lucke, he was able to 
bridge the gap caused by war. One reads about ~ebitsch 
everywhere in Eastern Alpine literature of the period, and 
always the authors write with respect for the man who 
found the key to the Eiger North Wall and descended safely 
after a hundred hours on the face. In 1947, after making the 
second ascent of the Rebitsch Route on the Goldkappel 
South Wall (in the Tribuaun gro~p) , H~,rmann_ Buh_l w_rot~, 
that for him such a route was climbed once in a lifetime . 
Rebitsch was a strong all - round mountaineer who visited 
the Andes and Nanga Parbat, searching for new ?hallenges. 
However, it is on his native limestone r?ck that his 
activities will always be remembered with respect and 
admiration. He was to uphold the strong free-climbing 
tradition of the northern limestone ranges where, as in 
Britain, the weight of opinion has rigorously denounced 
deviants whose ambition led them to climb in a style 
inconsistent with the finest tradition of climbing. 

Rebitsch's other routes included: The South Wall of the 
Goldkappel (which is very hard, according to Buhl) ; a 
grade 6 up the South-West Pillar of the Ofelekopf 
(Wetterstein) , climbed in 1935; a fine varied climb (grade 
6) up the West Hochgrubachspitze (Kaiser), which he 
climbed with Loserth; and the North Pillar Direct up the 
Kleine Solstein (Karwendel) - a 1,400ft. grade 5 sup., 
which he climbed with Grisenti in 1939. This was followed 
in 1943 by an ascent of the North-East Arete of the 
Ochsenwand (grade 6 inf.) , with Novosansky. 

It was in the years immediately after the war that Rebitsch 
established some of his hardest routes. His direct ascent 
of the North Face of the Lalidererspitze, taking a line to 
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Above: The early attempt on the Eigerwand by the Austro-German team of Hinterstoisser, Angerer, Rainer and Kurz, focussed world attention on 
Eastern Alpine climbing. The boldness of their attempt, coupled with the advanced rope techniques employed on the Hinterstoisser Traverse (seen 
here) turned sour when their ordered retreat ended in disaster. The event, with its trumped-up overtones of fanaticism associated with the 
condemnation of the technical climbing involved, did much to discredit the Eastern Alpine School among other mountaineers. The outstanding 
achievements of the period, discussed in this and the previous article (Mountain 33) , are only now beginning to fall into their proper historical 
perspective. Photo: Toni Hiebeler • 

the right of the gully that cleaves the face, was made in in the northern limestone ranges, and it was declared by 
part with Sepp Spiegle and later completed with Kuno Buhl to be the hardest free route he had ever climbed. 
Rainer. In 1946, again with Spiegle, he put up another SUMMARY 
route on the 1,300ft. East Face of the Fleischbank (grade Eastern Alps This article, together with another in Mountain 33. gives a brief 

summary of the main climbers and climbs of the Eastern Alps during the period 
6 inf., A 1). The following year, with Franz Lorenz, 1900-1940, and discusses the techniques and philosophies they developed. Both 
he climbed a grade 6 sup. on the 2,500ft. North Face articles are culled from Doug Scott"s forthcoming book Big Wall Climbing (Kaye and 

Ward, £3.95) , and the photographs come from the Archives of Helmut Dumler. Rudolf 
of the Lalidererwand. This is still one of the hardest routes Rother. Severino Casara and Vittorio Varale. 
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The Mountaineer and Society 
by Dave Cook 

Editor's Note: This paper was first read before the National 
Mountaineering Conference at Buxton in March, 1974. 

The first task I have in opening this session of the 
Conference is to attempt to justify its inclusion on the 
agenda. Is it part of some 'Red plot' to transform climbing 
into a front line in the class struggle? Is it to add a 
dressing of academic respectability to what might possibly 
be described as a weekend of wanking? Could it be a move 
in some inner B.M.C. power struggle, about to be 'exposed' 
by certain fearlessly campaigning editors in the 
mountaineering press? It is here for none of these worthy 
reasons. 

I'm puzzled myself as to why I'm here; there seem to be two 
justifications only. Firstly, a central part of the sport, 
indeed to many, the central part of the sport, is talking 
about it. Usually climbing is spoken about as an enclosed 
world. I hope to show that to a large extent climbing is 
like it is because of its connections with the world around 
it. At first sight this may seem strange. Many people define 
the attraction of climbing in terms of its separateness 
from the rest of their lives - for the total contrast it offers 
to their daily routine. Climbers have been compared to the 
weekend hippies who used to descend on downtown San 
Francisco to live as freaked-out ravers every Friday night, 
and then return to bourgeois respectability at work on 
Monday morning. 

The second justification is that our ability to climb seems 
increasingly to face obstacles that can only be overcome by 
understanding the connections between the sport and 
society - and acting on the implications of that under
standing. If the discussion that I hope will follow contributes 
towards this understanding, it will be justified. 

Changes in Social Background 
I believe that we can understand much about the 
development of our sport if we examine the social 
backgrounds from which climbers are drawn, and the 
impact exerted by changes in social background over the 
years. There are almost no statistics that I have seen to guide 
such an analysis, and all I have to go on are my own 
estimates and those of my friends. As a result, the 
assertions that I'm going to make must be regarded as 
tentative in the extreme. 

I think it is fairly widely agreed that the majority of 
climbers in the so-called 'Golden Ages', up to and including 
the 1930's, were from the wealthier sections of society; 
almost exclusively men, they came predominantly from a 
public school and university background, with the 
professions, especially teaching, very strongly represented. 
The very fact that they had the resources in time and money 
to get away to the hills, differentiated them from the 
majority of the population. Their life style peers at us from 
a thousand murky photographs of mustachioed pipe 
smokers, dressed in tweed jackets and stout breeches, and 
grouped around blazing fires, their faces exuding a 
determined 'muscular Christianity' that is a thousand light 
years distant from the studied coolness of the 'moderns'. 

Although climbers were then few in number, this period of 
the sport has exerted an enormous influence. They were the 
first, so traditions were shaped by them. A highly literate 
band of men, they produced books and journals which left 
an indelible stamp on the whole way we look at rock. They 
established powerful clubs through which their sometimes 
baleful influence lingers on. 

In the 'thirties, the first significant changes in the social 
composition of the climbing world began to be felt. In the 
areas close to the Pennines there appeared a new breed of 
climber - one who worked on the shop floor. Eric Byre's 
and Geoff Sutton's book, High Peak, is full of references to 
these new arrivals - men who climbed in overalls, the 

same clothes they wore to work. But they were still a 
minority. 

Why was it around the Pennines that working-class people 
first began to climb? A unique feature of the gritstone edges 
and moorlands of those hills is the extent to which they are 
enmeshed with the industrial towns that flank them. 
Poverty and unemployment also played an important part : 
moorland walking, and to a lesser extent rock-climbing, 
were amongst the few sporting activities that working-class 
people could afford. Socialist-inspired organizations, such 
as the Clarion Cycling Club and the British Workers' Sports 
Federation, regarded rambling as an activity that would 
expand the morale, consciousness and combativeness of 
their primarily working-class members. Such organizations 
provided the leadership and manpower for the battles over 
access to the Peakland moors which were fought in 
1932/33 - battles which generated a scale of mobilization 
among walkers and climbers unequalled before or since. 

The Second World War loosened social barriers in all fields, 
including climbing. Many men had trained in the mountains 
in the Forces, and although most of them probably 
developed a bitter dislike for the hills they slogged, a few 
became brilliant climbers. Routes like Sheaf and Suicide Wall 
testify to this. 

By 1950, the trickle of climbers from working-class 
backgrounds had grown; it was still not sufficient to shift 
the overall public school image, but in certain areas, such 
as Sheffield, the West Riding, Northumberland, Glencoe and 
Arrochar, the effect was marked. An interesting article in 
Rocksport, by Charlie Vigano, a Craig Dhu member, 
described the prickly reaction from the S.M.C. that greeted 
the Clydeside influx at the end of the 'forties. 

The great turning point in British climbing is often linked 
with those groups of climbers associated with the Rock and 
Ice and the Pennine cliffs around 1950. I realize that 
regional controversy rages strong here. Yorkshiremen, and 
in particular Dennis Gray, strongly contest the view that 
the breakthrough began in Lancashire. The Scots, too, often 
get annoyed at our assumption that there were no hard 
routes in Scotland until Brown and Whillans climbed 
Sassenach. Be that as it may, the important point for my 
argument is that during this period, wherever there was 
rock in abundance relatively close to large centres of 
population, standards rocketed. The question is, why? 

It is at this point that the weaknesses of regarding 
climbing as a little enclosed world become apparent. In the 
past these advances have been attributed to the alleged 
presence in the Rock and Ice of large numbers of short men 
with long arms and big fists, or to a sort of climbing 
industrial revolution deriving from the invention of a new 
technique - jamming. These explanations are ridiculous; 
obviously a number of factors arising out of changes in 
society as a whole must be taken into account: expanding 
horizons as young people spent longer at school; the 
opportunities that the ending of war-time austerity opened 
up; the impact of the publicity received by the attempts on 
and eventual ascent of Everest. As a result of these changes, 
more and more people took up climbing, and new recruits 
to the sport were drawn increasingly from working-class 
backgrounds. 

It is surprising that a generation of climbers so acutely 
conscious of, and indeed dependent upon, modern 
protection methods should not sufficiently recognize the 
important part played by new equipment in the break
through in standard in the early 'fifties. These were the years 
when nylon ropes, vibram soles, and the carrying of more 
than one or two karabiners and slings became widespread. 
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All these equipment changes were the result of spin -off 
from military research and usage. Nylon ropes, for example, 
were first used in parachutes. In fact, the average working 
class climber in 1952 would almost certainly have been 
kitted out in ex-W.D. gear. His university brother would have 
worn equipment purchased in Chamonix or Zermatt. 
In sport, as indeed in all areas of life, each generation 
revolutionizes the achievements of its predecessors. There 
was an increase in the numbers of climbers in this period, 
so it was inevitable that standards would rise. However, it 
is also important that working -class climbers formed a large 
part of this increase. 
According to popular legend, the members of clubs I ike the 
Rock and Ice were not inhibited by prevailing attitudes 
about what was possible and appropriate. Existing clubs, 
like the C.C., the F.R.C.C. and the S.M.C., were not only 
the preserve of a certain type of climber, but also of a 
certain type of attitude - an attitude that in an important 
way was not competitive. The very exclusiveness of the 
established clubs led the new working-class climbers to 
form their own clubs and groups, and unconsciously to 
assert their own attitudes. In complete contrast to the old 
middle-class clubs, the new ones were most definitely 
competitive. Let me be clear : I'm not talking about 
competitiveness between clubs, but within them. After 1950, 
when climbers became good they became good in relatively 
big groups - not in very small ones as had previously been 
the case. The new sort of competitive, primarily working
class club, coming to the sport disrespectful of the accepted 
way of doing things, acted as a type of hothouse, forcing 
the growth of those within it. And obviously it was not only 
internal competition that was at work here ; mutual 
reinforcement also played an important part. Anyone who 
has been a member of such a group, be it the Rock and Ice, 
the Black and Tans, the Craig Dhu, the Alpha, the 
Wolverhampton crowd or the Wallasey, has seen this 
process at work. At times, as in the case of the Cioch Club 
at Stoney Middleton, all the competitive vigour exploded 
out on one cliff, resulting in achievements of almost 
freakish difficulty. 
Of course we must recognize that what may have been 
true in 1950 is not necessarily true today. There have 
certainly been changes in the Rock and Ice. Their once 
'proletarian' militants have now become company directors 
or international superstars. 
Having said all this, it is equally important to recognize 
that there is much in climbing that blurs the social 
divisions in the sport. Even in the early 'fifties, ethnic 
proletarian Don Whillans was a friend and partner of 
academic Bob Downes. Quite obviously what unites 
climbers is far greater than that which divides them. 
Nevertheless, this working-class element in the climbing 
population has left an indelible, perhaps a determining 
influence on the 'style' of the sport in Britain . The life -
style, more often imagined than real , of the men who 
achieved the breakthrough in standard at the start of the 
'fifties has been given enormous prestige by virtue of the 
feats achieved . For years, many climbers measured 
themselves, modelled themselves, defined themselves against 
what they imagined were the characteristics of this small , 
predominantly working-class group of men. If you had 
wanted to compose an identikit advertisement-style 
prototype of you r aspiring hardman in, say, 1963, you 
would have included the following : first, the 'h' on 'hard ' 
would have been dropped; certain insignia, ranging from 
flat 'ats to Morris 1000 vans, would have been adopted ; in 
the Alps it would have been compulsory to be very dirty, 
and in bars everywhere to drink loud and long . An intensely 
chauvinistic attitude towards British climbing was essential. 
By definition, the continentals were unable to free-climb 
hard rock, while the Americans only got up cliffs because 
of the power drills on their backs. The most essential 
ingredient of this style was a sort of exaggerated 
'workerism', and throughout the 'fifties this grew until 
eventually it replaced the public school image that had 
gone before. 
Now the period from 1950 to 1960 was very important with 
regard to the development of popular culture in Britain . 
For the first time, 'youth ' achieved a separate identity . 
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Before the 'fifties, young people's lives were not markedly 
different from those of older people ; but sometime in the 
mid-fifties, concurrent with the rise in popularity of 
rock 'n' roll , there emerged a distinctive and separate way 
of life for young people. This change itself was the result of 
political and social developments, the most important of 
which was the improvement in standards of living which 
derived from the relative boom conditions in the last half 
of the decade. 
The 'old days' are now legendary in climbing . When did 
they end? Well , everyone now wants to extend them to 
cover the period when they began to climb, so that they 
can bask in the glow and claim the right to bullshit about 
them. I can state quite categorically that the 'old days' 
ended in 1959 ; which just lets me in! In the magnificent 
summer of that year, many of the old Rock and Ice routes 
received early ascents, and a new generation of first 
ascensionists began to put up important routes. Modern 
footwear and nut protection (not purpose built, but actual 
nuts bored out and slung on slings) became widespread. 
1959 also saw the end of the rock 'n ' roll era, and the 
beginning of what Nick Cohn called the "interregnum": 
that is, the period between the 'sell-out' of Elvis Presley 
and the advent of the Beatles. These were also the years of 
the Robbins Report, which transformed post-school 
education in Britain. In the ten years since 1964, the 
number of students in full-time higher education has more 
than doubled. 

Youth Culture 
It is my impression that in the period since 1964 the 
majority of recruits to the sport have come from colleges. 
Of course the expansion of education has meant that a 
greater proportion of these were from working -class 
backgrounds. But this infusion is notable for reasons 
other than its impact in class terms ; that breakthrough 
had already been made. It seems to me that the really 
significant elements in the climbing scene since 1964 
have been associated with the 'youth culture' which this 
student influx brought with it. By 'youth culture' I mean 
the startling succession of social/cultural phenomena which 
have found their most typical expression in the colleges. 
Much of this has been grafted on to the climbing scene. 
Read through the historical sections of guidebooks up to 
1966: most climbs are named after rock features, or the 
climbers associated with them. Since then, there has been a 
complete change. Names since 1966 have often been 
drawn from a mind -expanding collage of obscure musical, 
literary or narcotic references. The discerning guidebook 
reader can sometimes trace the first ascensionist of his or 
her choice by looking at the names. It is interesting that 
Leeds University and Cioch Club climbers have left a trail 
of depravity behind them, encompassing lust, necrophilia, 
bestiality and debauchery, as well as some new favourites 
from the pages of medical dictionaries, if not from actual 
experience. It is interesting to note that at Avon Gorge the 
richest proliferation of names drawn from youth culture are 
to be found in an area where climbers from university 
backgrounds have been particularly active. 
I have argued that for a long time climbers affected the 
super-proletarian style which they imagined characterized 
the Rock and Ice hardmen. In recent years, Wendy's Cafe 
has sparkled with all the bizarre glory of a college 
refectory. Climbers staggering back at night are not only 
drunk ; some are stoned as well. Once, when I was climbing 
on Cyrn Las, a well -known climber on an adjacent route 
remarked that he was going to Nepal. "Oh, which peak 
have you got in mind?" was my innocent question. Great 
was his scorn : ' 'I'm going for the grass, man," he replied . 
And there are many more girls. The 'muscular Christianity' 
of Menlove Edwards and Wilfred Noyce would freak at the 
healthy heterosexual debauchery that characterizes the 
climbing community today. Women are not yet on the 
scene on their own terms: Womens' Lib cannot count many 
converts among climbers. But there are now women who 
are defined as climbers and not just as 'so-and-so's -bird' -
and their numbers are growing. " Right on Sisters." 
An element of this youth culture is concerned with the 
validity of the experience, above all else. Personally and 
politically, I am at odds with this attitude, but probably 



such views are very beneficial to climbing morality. An 
obsession with the meaning of the experience is unlikely to 
go hand-in-hand with a tendency to sully that experience 
with artificial aids. 
The inclination amongst modern climbers actually to go and 
live in the mountains, strikingly illustrated by the growing 
colony of English climbers and ex-climbers who live in 
Llanberis, was strongly boosted by 'drop-out' attitudes 
amongst young people - especially those who were, or had 
recently been, students. Such attitudes became prominent 
in 1968, and it is since the late 'sixties that the search for 
old cottages has preoccupied many climbers as much as the 
search for new cliffs . 

Expansion of Numbers 
The dual impact, first of the working-class climbers, then 
of those who had been at college, did much to change the 
climbing scene after 1950. A second great cause of change 
was the enormous expansion in the numbers of people 
climbing. There are few reliable figures: a recent rough 
estimate suggested that 50,000 climbers own their own 
gear; the circulation of Mountain magazine is 11,000; 
there are approximately 160 climbing clubs. In terms of 
participants, climbing must be one of the biggest sports in 
Britain. Increasing numbers of people have gained some 
experience of the sport in school or college, where it is 
widely used as an educational medium. 

This growth in scale has had obvious and far-reaching 
effects. The cliffs have become crowded; the roads, parking 
spaces and camp-sites have filled up; powerful economic 
forces have moved in; climbers have become a big market, 
for we are addicts and must have regular injections to 
survive. The 'rip-off' by the equipment manufacturers and 
sellers is in the best traditions of monopoly exploitation of 
an inelastic demand curve. As the sport grows, so do the 
professionals within it: those who teach it, talk about it, 
write about it and broadcast about it. 
Magazines begin to create attitudes, as well as reflecting 
them. Government organizations are set up to plan the 
sport, and a small bureaucracy is established, characterized 
we are told by power struggles of Watergatean, or rather 
Audleygatean, intensity. 

It is pointless and ridiculous to adopt an ostrich-like 
attitude to these developments, or to regret some lost age 
of innocence, real or imagined. That there must be car 
parks, camping places, equipment, planning boards and 
bureaucrats is beyond dispute. Increased numbers will 
increase still more, and the hills will remain the same size. 
What is required is that climbers themselves develop those 
organizations and attitudes which will enable them to 
determine the necessary changes. The alternative is that 
others will determine the direction and nature of these 
changes, and they will do so in their own interests, not ours. 

Obstacles to Our Ability to Climb 
It seems to me that climbing in Britain is entering a period 
in which limits will increasingly be imposed on our right 
and ability to climb. In the past, most notably in the early 
'thirties, climbers and ramblers had to fight big battles to 
gain access to cliff and mountain. Access is always an issue 
somewhere. There are probably few climbers who have not 
been confronted with the problem at some time. In my 
climbing career, I've been prevented from climbing on 
Kilnsey Crag, Bamford Edge, Simon's Seat, Yellow Slacks 
(this last was actually blown up by an irate landowner), 
Huncote Quarry and a number of small quarries in the West 
Riding. The S.E. England Guide contains a tantalizing 
description of idyllic rocks hidden away on what it calls 

"exceedingly private land". Such barriers are outrageous 
wherever they occur, but they are very much the exception 
- at the moment. By and large we are able to climb and walk 
where we wish . 
However, there are developments which could threaten 
that freedom. Firstly there is a threat that stems from 
changes in the mineral requirements of modern industry. 
Most of our big cliffs are composed of the geologically 
ancient rock of the north and west, and it is here that 
deposits of a number of vital 'trace' minerals have recently 
been discovered. But these deposits are characterized by 
the fact that it will be necessary to remove a very large 
amount of rock to obtain a very small quantity of mineral. 
Several important mountain areas are already threatened. 
The significance of the threat from firms like Rio Tinto is 
that we face not just an idiosyncratic landowner, as in the 
past, but a vast, monopolistic complex with enormous 
resources at its disposal and all manner of friends in high 
places. The whole logic of their role in society compels 
giants like Rio Tinto to devour mountainsides in their search 
for profit. This is a new form of 'landlordism', infinitely 
more dangerous than anything climbers have faced in the 
past. 
Similarly, in the Highlands, restrictions on access during 
the shooting season have undergone a qualitative change. 
In place of a landowner excluding walkers for his own 
purposes, big firms now exclude them for wealthy clients. 
Bulldozed pathways are driven into the heart of unspoiled 
wilderness to make access easier for these clients. 
The third threat comes from probably well-intentioned 
attempts by local government officials, National Park 
authorities, Sports Councils and so on, to try and solve the 
problems caused by the growth in numbers of climbers. 
Everyone agrees that a car park is necessary at Harrison's 
Rocks, and that Avon and Cheddar Gorges must be safe for 
cars and pedestrians. The crucial questions are whether 
climbers are going to be involved in the decision-making 
processes, and whether those processes will enable us to 
wield appropriate influence. 
I would argue that the threat posed by this heavy-handed 
bureaucracy is of a different nature to that which derives 
from the new form of landlordism. With all their 
weaknesses, local government and planning bodies do allow 
some avenues for representation and pressure. The giant 
monopolies do not. 
The obstacles I have described are more of a potential than 
an actual threat. But they seem likely to loom larger in the 
future, and it is important that we identify them as the enemy. 
How do we fight them? Well, I won't make the speech I 
would have made in Clydebank over the last fortnight 
campaigning for Jimmy Reid, but I will say this: I have 
argued that one of the main reasons that climbing is like it 
is derives from the crucial influx of working-class people 
and young people during the early 'fifties and late 'sixties; 
their numbers are still on the increase, and they now make up 
the majority of the climbing population . Climbing is now 
a mass sport, and the response we make to threats against 
our freedom must involve harnessing the combativeness 
and creativity of those that make up our ranks. 

The Rio Tintos of this world will not be stopped by polite 
lobbying, or by sporadic acts of individual protest like 
overturning drilling rigs. Only the massive involvement of 
climbers, in alliance with those forces in society which 
confront the same monopolies in other ways, will do that. 
I have a feeling that actions like the mass trespass on 
Kinder Scout may have to take place again. 
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mountaineering 
equig,nent 
suppliers 
The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA UNITED KINGDOM 

A.C. T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic (C) (S). 
Tel. 47 8949. 

N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd. (C) , 
222 Pacific Highway. 
Tel. 476.3242. 

N.S.W: Chatswood 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd . (C), 
399 Victoria Avenue. 
Tel. 41 2.3372. 

N.S.W: Crows Nest 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
P.O. Box 703, 
17A Falcon Street, 2065 (C), 
Tel. 439.2454 

N.S.W: Penshurst 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd. (C) , 
3 Bridge Street, 2222. 
Tel. 579.5965. 

N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 26.2685. 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's 
Odin Equipment Company, 
P.O. Box 12, Toowong, 4066. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty. Ltd ., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. (C) (M) (S). 

CANADA 

Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N .W., 41 . 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 

B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd ., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 225 
Tel. 604.687.7885 

Ontario: Ottawa 
Blacks Outdoors Store, 
225 Strathcona Avenue, 
K1S 1X7. Tel. 613.235.1461. 

EIRE 

Dublin 
The Mountain Hut, 
19 South King Street, 
Dublin 2. (C) (M). 
Tel. 01.781358. 

NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Oscar A. Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 1. 
Tel. 74.646. 
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Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street, 
Tel. 0224.26952. 

Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157. 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297. 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) , 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 024.882.401. 
Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S), 
7 Snowhill, Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S) , 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Pindisports (S), 
27 / 29 Martineau Square. 
Tel. 021 .236.9383. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S), 
117 Bradshawgate. 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674. 
Brentwood 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259. 
Brighton 
Sports and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874. 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Broughton-in- Furness, Lanes. 
Mountain Centre, 
Brade Street. Tel. 461 . 
(open until 8 p.m.) 
Buxto~ 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre, 
22 High Street (C) (M). 
Tel. 0298.5824. 

Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham (M) (S), 
Mountain Centre. 
Tel. Capel Curig 232. 

Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01.688.2667. 

Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd. , 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390. 

Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 

Derby 
Prestidge (S) , 
350 Normanton Road. 
Tel. 0332.42245. 

Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. 
Tel. 0302.67755 (C) (S) . 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd. , 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0382.24501 -2. 

Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso (M) , 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031.556.1723. 

Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S), 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421. 

Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245. 

Glasgow 
Greaves (S) , 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2. 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports (S), 
47 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 

Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 

Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684). 

Hull 
G. F. Stocks & Co. Ltd . 
Camp Centre, 
61 Spring Bank. 
Tel. 0482.20134. 

Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524. 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 

Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/36 Eastgate (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0532.23045. 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
105 London Road. 
Tel. 0533.25235. 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1. 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 

London 
Pindisports, 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01 .242.3278. 

London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3 . 
Tel. 01.992.6642. 

London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1 . 
Tel. 01 .723.5252. 

London 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd. (S), 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01 .839.1722. 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
309 Brompton Road, S.W.1. 
Tel. 01 .584.7766. (S) (M). 

Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.) , 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167. 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S) , 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161. 

Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C) , 
15 Station Road. 
Tel. 061 .748.6408. 

Manchester, Eccles 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
112 Liverpool Road . 
Tel. 061.789.6044. 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd . (S), 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S) 
227 / 229 Westgate Road. 
Tel. 0632.23903. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561. 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
1 Canning Circus. 
Tel. 0602.47230. 

Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705.29410. 



Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793. 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018. 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate (M) . 
Tel. 0742.25631 . 

Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road, 
Tel. 0274.592422. 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 

Stockport 
Base Camp (C) , 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Teesside: Middlesbrough 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road . 
Tel. 0642.48916. 

Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros. (C) (M) (S), 
35 Market Place. 
Tel. 021 .556.0802. 

West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S), 
Tel. 021.553.1670. 

Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/5 King Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012. 

York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

UNITED STATES 

Arizona : Flagstaff, 
Grand Canyon 
Village Sports Den, 
116 South Beaver, 86001 . 
Tel. 602.774.2271. (C) (M) (S) . 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 
94705. (S) (C). 
Tel. 415.548.1371 . 

California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel.415.845.8600 (S) (C) (M). 

M.S.R. all-metal ice axes. 

Now dtstrtbuted by: 

Field and Trek (equipment) Ltd . 
25 Kings Road, Brentwood, 
Essex. Telephone: 0227.221259 

California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. (C) (M). 
Tel. 408.374.7777. 
California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A 16-2. 

California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7183 North Abbey Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). 

California : Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201 . 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S) . 

California: Goleta 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering, 
330 S. Kellogg, 93017. 
Tel. 805.964.5714. (C) (M) (S). 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 . 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S) . 

California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631 . 
(C) (M) (S) . Tel. 213.691 .5919. 

California: Lancaster 
Dan·s Skiing and Mountaineering, 
1069 West Ave . K, 93534. 
(C) (M) (S). 
California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.934.2423. 

California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6913. (C) (S) . 

California: San Diego 
San Diego Ski Chalet and 
Mountain Shop, 
4004 Sports Arena Blvd., 
93401 . (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 714.224.3439. 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews 
Sporting Goods, 
443 12th Street. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.232.2167. 
California : San Luis Obispo 
Mountain Sports, 
858 Higuera Street, 
93401 . (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 805.544.7141. 
California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering, 
3036 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083. (C) (M) (S) . 

California: Santa Maria 
Mountain Transit Authority, 
223 So. Broadway, 93454. 
Tel. 805.922.8271. (C) (M) (S). 

Thunderbird and Eagle both models £9.90 each + 50p. postage paid . Protective 
guards £1.06 extra per set. Sizes available 55, 65 and 75 cm. 

California: Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 
91356 (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 213.881.5111. 
California : Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
Chouinard Equipment Company, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.3528. 

California : West Covina 
Alpine Country, 
1629 W. Garvey Avenue, 91790. 
Tel. 213.962.4311. (S) (M) (C). 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 
80302. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303.442.8355. 
Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. (S) (C) (M) . 
Tel. 303.377.2783. 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 
80517. Tel. 303.586.2440. 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
118 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M). 
Colorado: Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd ., 
80227. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 303.986.5541 . 
Colorado: Louisville 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
931 Main Street (Box 151 , 
Dept. M). (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 303.666.6650. 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall, 83704. 
Tel. 208.376.3731 . (S) (C). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
329 N. Main 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 

Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122. 83353. (S). 
Tel. 208.726.3808. 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832. (C) (M) (S) . 
Massachusetts : Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue 
02215. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 617.254.4250. 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue, 55403. 
Tel. 612.336. 3884 

Montana: Red Lodge 
Mountaincraft, 
Main Street, 59068. 
Tel. 406.446.2393. 

N.H. : North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 603.745.2767. 

New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc. 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
(C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 716.837.3300. 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, N.Y. 12561 . (S) . 
Tel. 914.255.1311 . 

New York: Ogdensburg 
Thomas Black and Sons 
(Ogdensburg) Inc., 
930 Ford Street, 13669. 
Tel. 315.393.5704. 
(Mail Order only). 

Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co. 
2410 San Antonio Street, 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577. 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 98105. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S). 

Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 
99220. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 509.328.5020. 

Wisconsin : Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gocham, 53703. 
Tel. 508.251.9059. (C) (M) (S). 

Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231 .2447. 

Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S). 

Wyoming : Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. (C) (M) (S). 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C). 

GLENCOE MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOL 
April to October, basic and advanced rock-climbing 
courses. Classic routes on Buachaille Etive Mor, the 
Etive Slabs and Ben Nevis. 

Brochure from: 
Glencoe Mountaineering School, Glencoe, Argyll, Scotland 

Roger Turner Climbing Man 
Equipment and Clothing Specialists for 
Mountaineering, Rock Climbing, 
Lightweight Camping, Rambling, and Ski-Ing 
Roger Turner Mountain Sports 
120 Derby Road, Nottingham. 47230 

--••..;.105 London Road, Leicester. 25235 
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------unforseen perils often beset the unwary hiker 

Allan 
Austin 

MOUNTAINEERING E(}UIPMENT 

Full range of Skiwear, Climbing 
and Mountaineering Equipment 

Permanent display of 
lightweight and 
mountain tents 

Open until 8pm Friday 

No parking restrictions 

Send for free mail-order list 

Jacob Street Mills, Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road, Bradford 5 

DO NOT DESPAIR, 
HIKERS, help for 
this and other perils 
is available from: 

KELTY 
mountaineering-backpacking 

1801 VICTORY BOULEVARD 
GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 91201 

SEND FOR CATALOG DEPT. m 

MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS AVAILABLE 
We keep very small stocks of back numbers but occasionally shops over-order and later 
return magazines for redistribution. At present we hold the following numbers: 

Mt. 22 Himalayan Summary; Baffin Island; Cassin Interview. 
Mt. 28 Piz Badile Commentary; Fitzroy's South Buttress; 

McKinley Alpine Style. 
Mt. 29 Biography of Willo Welzenbach; Point Five Gully; 

Boulder Trundling; Yosemite Rescue. 
Mt. 30 Scafell (Exhaustive study); The Audleygate Scandal. 
Mt. 31 Patagonian Ice Cap; Yosemite Free Climbing; Joe Beige 

Meets Godzilla; Pondering the Imponderable; Recent 
BMC Developments. 

Mt. 32 Beinn Nuis Chimney; Frenchman's Cap; Kangaroo's Tail ; 
The Battle for Kinder Scout; Simone Badier Interview; 
New Belaying Methods. 

Mt. 33 Little Orme; A Clean Ascent of the Sentinel's West Face ; 
Great Pioneers of the Eastern Alps (1900 to mid 'twenties); 
The Buxton Talk-In; The South Face of Devil's Thumb. 

Either send 35p (U.K.), 40p or $1 .25 (overseas) for each copy, or add these back 
numbers to your new ten issue subscription and receive a further six issues. 
Cheques to Mountain Magazine Ltd ., c/o 30 Collingwood Avenue, London N.10. 



OU/NARD 
Equipment /or Alpinists 

There are a number of optional extras when 
you visit the Bivouac - all designed to appeal 
to climbers. 

THE BIVOUAC 
56 NORTH PARADE,MATLOCK BATH, DERBYSHIRE. 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30 am. to 6.00 pm. and Saturday and Sunday 9.00 am to 5.30 pm 

New Volumes of Rock Climbs in 
the Peak which complete the 
set of 9 volumes. 

STAFFORDSHIRE GRITSTO]E 
AREA 
(Roches) Price £1.70 

THE KINDER AREA 
Price £1.70 

THE SHEFFIELD FROGGATT 
AREA 
Re-print £ 1.50 

Books available from the 
Retailers or direct from the 
publishing managers: 
Expo-TGV Ltd 
82 High Street Leicester 

~ - .....___ 

:::_~-A~~t ·'"::<~ .~ .• 
~e11tl' A»J 

c -., ~ lH,*.~ 
~ -~~ ~-

As one C?f the world's leading producers of back packs, 
our continual development, innovation and testing have 
resulted in advanced designs that are both correct and 
functi_ona! , plus skilled craftsmen using the best of raw 
materials in a modern factory guarantees quality. 
Bergans packs are now exported to. 30 countries and 
~ave been used on several major expedition s. Our goal 
1s to produce the best packs possible. 

Oslo 1, Norway. 
Avai lable from all Blacks of Greenock branches and 
most good Sports & Camping stockis ts Write to 
Blacks of Greenock, Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire or 
-Rux ley Corner, _Sidcup, Kent for your FREE catalogue. 
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Thebest 
book yet on 
general 
mountain· 

eering 
isnow 
even 
better! 

we Have· 
Friends 
I 

1n 
High 
rlaces 
The staff at YHA Services 
keep in close touch with 
current trends and are 
always happy to advise 
climbers on their choice of 
equipment and clothing 
Call if you can, or write to 
London address for free 
catalogue Equipment 
for Climbers and 
Cavers. 

YHA Services 

New, third edition of 
"Mountaineering: The 
Freedom of the Hills " is now 
here. Technical rock, ice 
climbing data completely 
redone to show newest 
techniques. Equipment, first 
aid , alpine rescue chapters 
fully updated. Loaded with 
information on wilderness, 
snow, glacier travel, camping 
and eating, safety, leadership, 
mountain weather and 
geology. 4 78 pages, 6 ½" x 9 ½'.' 
hardbound . $9.95. At book 
and outdoor stores, or by mail 
(add 53~ tax, 32~ postage): 
The MOUNTAINEERS 
Box 122, Seattle, WA 98111 

29 John Adam Street, London WC2N 6J E 
35 Cannon Street, Birmingham B2 5EE 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, Manchester M2 2BE 

Spring low 
Concentrated meal 
packs for Campers and 
Backpackers
remember 
concentrated food 
means less weight 
and bulk to carry. 
Meals include : 
Curries, Stews and 
Omelettes-send for 
our catalogue it 
describes no less 
than 50 packs. 

SPRINGLOW Sales ltd 
Marsland Industrial 
Estate, Werneth, 
Oldham, Lanes. 
Tel: 061-624 7904 

COME CAMPING, CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE. WEDNESBURV. Tel. 021-556 0802 

½ mile from M1, M5 & M6. Ample free parking, list of routes and 
street map free (We also have an indoor Ski School) . 

~ 
FRAME 

NICKEL - SILVER 
LEATHER SIDE 
SHIELDS AND 
NOSE GUARDS 

LENSES 
50MM 

HEAT TREATED 
DK. GREY/ GREEN 

3.0 DENSITY 

SEND 25t FOR OUR CATALOG ._ 

P.O. Box 1181, Golat.a.. CA. 9,101 §-
! Ph. (80~) 964·1816 :a 
~ L DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED _)l 
'°&w.ivouaqfd~·5•~»oa&aj.jd.;le9Al~· 
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B6R6H11USI 
1- DORSAL- With integral frame, EXCELLENT carrying comfort 

providing a very close fitting, stable load for walking, climbing and 
scrambling. The Dorsal 'fins' act as a hip harness transferring desired 
weight through the pelvis thus 'relieving' the chest and shoulders. 

RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE £9.95 (medium) £12.90 (large). 

2- 272XS (GEANT)- Sac designed for the mountaineer or backpacker 
carryfog heavy loads. Used with/without frame. Many excellent 
features 
RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE £14.95 

3- MUNROE- Integral frame sac designed for the week-end climber 
or walker. Important features include a closed cell foam , padded 
back reducing 'sweating' and elasticated lid. 

RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE £7.85 

Write/phone or call for our new catalogue for details. 

3 

2 

BeRGHJIUS 
34 DEAN STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
NE1 1PG TELEPHONE 23561 

1 
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Keswick 
Cumberland 
eswick 72178 



joe broVlffl for 

. MOUNTAIN 

SUPER R.D. £ 30 · 00 
EIGER DARBELLAV £29·50 
TERRAV FITZROY £28 · 30 

,_,, =~=::='.,J ~~~N 
~ - CL 

We stock: Karrimor, Troll Vango. 
La Dolomite, Joe Brown, Stubai, 

and many other leading makes, 

~ ,'------------- i "' 

Visit our new climbers' 
store in Macclesfield on 

your way to the Peak 

at Camping and Caravan 
Distributors Ltd Brookside Mill, 

Elizabeth Street, Macclesfield, :J 

THE PENNINE CENTRE 
t,.S~6 

open 10 a,m, - 6 pm for seven days a week. Special discounts for Clubs, 

BECK CRAMPON STRAPS will NOT stretch! ... 
NOT ice up! ... Fasten tightly and you wi 11 never 
have to adjust again . , . used by most experts .. . 
Manufacturer of the Famous CHOUINARD CRAMPON STRAPS 

Write for FREE Catalogue and Sample of Neoprene Nylon 

==== BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS=== 
BOX 3061 , SOUTH BERKELEY • CALIFORNIA mm!l 

BOOTS 

Top quality boots tbl.tmave 
stood the test of time. 
Available from JOE BROWN : 
Menai Hall , LLANBERIS, Caerns. Tel.327 
The Climbing Shop, CAPEL CURIG,Caerns. Tel. 205 

R. E, L is an 
environmentally conscious 

outdoor and mountaineering co-op run 
by members and staffed with experts. We 've been 

into, around, and up a lot of mountains
including Everest. 

Over 382,000 people from all over the world shop 
R. E, I, Co-op by mail. Besides providing quality 

equipment at fair prices, we returned $1 ,532,000 in 
dividends to our members last year. 

First Am erican 
on Everest

Jim Whittaker, Gen. Mgr, 

" The Original Outdoor Co-op-Est. 1938" 
P,O, Box 22088, Seattle, WA 98122 M-4-C 

O Please send me your free color catalog . 
NAME _______________ _ 

ADDRESS _____________ _ 

CITY ________________ _ 

STATE ______ ZIP _______ _ 
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YouP Popa could 
last )l()U allf0-
tlm0 .... 
••• if you1re not careful! 
REAL climbing safety means quality climbing rope
and quality climbing rope means EDELWEISS. 

Because LD Mountain Centre would like to see you 
outlive your rope we invite you to contact us and find 
out how Edelweiss tensile and energy rope compares 
with other well known brands: and then there's 
Edelweiss- Everdry, special for cavers and all weather 
'tigers'- it never gets wet! 
Write/phone/ call today for details of this and our other 
fantastic range of equipment- and oh, by the way
don't leave it too late! 

Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET • NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE • NEl lPG • Tel. 23561 

~ Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. 30 Collingwood Avenue, London N.10. 
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Dougal Haston, Karrimor Alpine Technical Adviser, th man t>f 
Annapurna South Face, Everest South West Face and Eiger Direct. 

arrimor equipment, climbing sacs, gaiters, overboots, packframes 
d tents, are distributed in 20 countries and have been used on 
e follow· g expeditions:- · 

1970- Annapurna South Face 1970- British Soviet Caucasus 
1971- International Everest Expedition 1971 - New Zealand 
Patagonian Expedition 1970/71 - British Patagonian Expedition 
1972- British S.W. Face Everest 1973- Italian Everest 
Expedition 1973 - Japanese S.W. Face Everest 1973- Italian 
N.W. Face Annapurna 1973- British Dhaulagiri IV Expedition 
1974 - Austrian Makalu Expedition 1974 - Anglo-Danish 
(S. Face lngolfjeld, Greenland) 1974 - British Torre Egger 
(Patagonia). 

Our '74 catalogue ts out to describe products and technical 
features in non "glossy mag" lang4age. There are written 
commentaries by Dougal Haston and Ed Drummond. If you 
would like a copy, write to:-

·KARRIMOR' M1 . Avenue Parade, Accrington BB5 6PR, Lancashire, England 
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