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ultimate 
equipment 

s to extremes 

Ultimate shell clothing 
Ultimate climbers helmet 
Ultimate lightweight tents 

UK-Ultimate Equipment, Wark worth, Morpeth, Northumbe 
USA-Royal Robbins,Mountain Paraphernalia,906 Durant St, 

, 



Sherpa Millet Rucksacks 

Recommended by Walter Bonatti, 
Rene Desmaison, Reinhold Messner. 

Compagnie des Guides and E.N .S.A . in Chamonix. 
Supplied to 123 world-wide expeditions. 

Available from all good mountaineering shops. 

sA cs ~11111111~~ 11111t 111L 111111c 111~r 
Boite Postale 109, 74 ANNECY le, France 

BECK CRAMPON STRAPS 
(professional model) . 
The only s traps for today's mountain man, 
straps that never freeze up or stretch 
and give great ankle support. 

KARRIMOR PI NNACLE RUCSAC 
New construction for 74. canvas back, 
nylon front, double base and ice axe 
attachments. One of t he most sought 
afte r day sacs. 

DACHSTEIN MITTS. 
Still t he best. 100 '10 wool shrunk down 
to an almost windproof, wonderfully 
warm mitten. 

SALEWA CRAMPONS. 
Adjustable, articula ted crampon, 
exce llent for climbing and walking. 

CHOUINARD FROST ICE AXE. 
The axe that has revolutionised ice 
climbing, nickel chrome-moly steel, 
straight adze, slirr, curved pick (ash or 
laminated bamboo shafts available. 

KARRIMOR GAITER. 
Canvas_for comfort, zip at back for 
convenience. 

SALEWA "WARTHOG" DRIVE-IN 
SCREW-OUT ICE SCREWS. 
A unique construction, easy to use , very 
popular ice screw. 

GALIB IER FITZROY MOUNTAIN BOOTS. 
An exce lle nt no t coo heavy one piece 
upper mountain boot. Jannu sole with 
block toe. 

Ellis 
Brigham 

Manchester 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 
Manchester, M4 3FU 
Telephone 061-834 0161 

Liverpool 
73 Bold Street, Liverpool 1 
Telephone 051-709 6912 

Cornwall 
Market Jew St Penzance Telephone 5828 

Snowdonia 
Capel Curig Telephone Capel Curig 232 

Bristol 
162 Whiteladies Road, Bristol 
Telephone Bristol 311157 

Postal Dept Wellington Place, Liverpool Rd, Manchester Tel 061-833 0746 



COME CAMPING. CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH DUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED- ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURY. Tel. 021-556 0802 

½ mile from M1 , M5 & M6. Ample free parking, list of routes and 
street map free (We also have an indoor Ski School) . 

COLORADO ALPINE SCHOOL 
This year we are offering a broad and comprehensive understanding 
of the mountain realm by offering five different mountain courses. 
Each course is based on a Beginner, Intermediate and Advance level 
of instruction. 

write for free brochure to: 
Colorado Alpine School, 1031 Lincoln, Boulder. Colo, 80302, U.S.A . 

. _ .-~ ~ARD MOHD RIVER 100~1 ~ 
KENYA'S OUTDOOR CENTRE 

Base for climbing Mt. Kenya 
' Transport, Equipment and Porter Hire service. 

Mountain Club of Kenya hut bookings. 

For bookings and details write to:-

The Manager P.O . Box 18, Naro Moru, Kenya 
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MSR 
ALL METAL ICE AXES Thunderbird 

or Eagle -
with teeth 

£8 .25 EACH 
Protective 

guards 
£1 .06 extra 

per set. 

Now increasi ngly t he first cho ice of Alpini sts and techn ical 
Ice Cl imbers. Sizes available 55, 65 and 75 cm. 
Add 50p for mai l -order del ivery for Post & Pa cking . 

No w distributed by: 
FIELD & TREK (EQUIPMENT) LTD. , 
(Dept MA02) 25 King s Road, Brentwood, Essex. Tel : 0277 221259 

MOUNTAINEERING YUKON 
A course in basic mountaineering and glacier 
travel , in cooperation with the ARCTIC INSTI 
TUTE OF NORTH AMERICA in Summer 1974. 
Also guided expeditions, Skiing and Climbing 
throughout the territory. Send for details to: 
Yukon Rock and Ice 
Jurg Hofer, Box 4623, Whitehorse, Yukon . 
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LAS. GLAC IER GAITERS 
Used on the f irst winter ascents of the North and 
West Faces of Grand Teton and the North-West Face 
of Half Dome. 

LOWE ALPINE SYSTEMS manufactures and 
distributes innovative equipment for 
mountaineers. For further information on 
the L.A.S. Expedition Pack, 2-4 Man 
Alpine Tent, Glacier Gaiters, McKinley 
Overboots, Adjustable Climbing Harness, 

Mountain Gaiters and Mitts, 
Cam Nuts (Pat. pending), 

Cable Cams, Camming 
Wedges and Belay/ 

Rappel Device 
write: 

P.O. BOX 151, 931 MAIN STREET. LOUISVILLE. 
COLORADO 80027. U.S.A. 

we can supply r----=--- a 
everything but the mountain! 

"We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, 
Duvets, Waterproof Clothing. Plus over 40 Tents 
suitable for Mountain use. Names like: Karrimor, Se-ab, 
Clog, Stubai, Moac, Saunders, Blacks, Kastinger, 
Vango, Henri Lloyd, Helly Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, 
Snowdon, Peck, Hawkins, Andre Jamet, Bonatti, 
Cassin, Simon, Viking Troll, Optimus, Point Five, 
Mountain, G & H, J .B. Salewa, M .S.R. & Camptrails. 

You will be dealing with experts-our technical 
adviser is Les Halliwell. Before buying your gear, 
write or phone for our EXTRAORDINARY COM
PETITIVE free price list. Large Mail Order Department. 
Barclay/Access accepted. Most items immediate 
delivery. 7 day approval service. We have a special 
Contract Department for Club & Educational orders". 

Send to Dept . M002 

FIELD & TREK (equipment) Ltd 
25 KINGS ROAD· BRENTWOOD· ESSEX· 

Telephone: 0277 221259 

As one of th e world's leading producers of back packs, 
our continual development, innovation and testing have 
resulted in advanced designs that are both correct and 
functional , plus skilled craftsmen using the best of raw 
materials in a modern factory guarantees quality. 
Bergans packs are now exported to 30 countries and 
have been used on several major expedition s. Our goal 
is to produce the best packs possible . 

~,wv Oslo 1, Norway. 
Avai lable from all Blacks of Greenock bra nches and 
most good Sports & Camping stockists. Wri te to 
Blacks of Greenock, Port Glasgow. Renfrewshire or 
-Ruxley Corner, Sidcup, Kent for your FREE catalo,1ue. 



------unf or seen perils often beset the unwary hiker 

·DIVISJOrl 
:FortWilham tel.3245 

DO NOT DESPAIR, 
HIKERS, help for 
this and other perils 
is available from: 

KELTY 
mountaineering-backpacking 

1801 VICTORY BOULEVARD 
GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 91201 

SEND FOR CATALOG DEPT. m 
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The first National Mountaineering Conference 

A TALK-IN ABOUT CLIMBING, 
BY CLIMBERS, FOR CLIMBERS. 
Here's a chance to meet mates from all over the country, have a laugh, 
be entertained and informed and have a rev about anything that troubles 
or interests you. 

ALL DAY. SAT. MARCH 2. PAVILION GDNS, BUXTON . £2.00 

Ian McNaught Davis will introduce a strong panel of 
speakers including: Kurt Diemberger, Robin Campbell, 
Dave Cook, Colin Mortlock and John Wilkinson. 
Later Jack Langland will chair an 'ANY QUESTIONS' session 
where the speakers will give their views on questions from 
the floor. 
Extra attractions: Diemberger's SUMMITS AND SECRETS lecture 
featuring his great Alpine and Himalayan climbs; Bev Clark's award 
winning film THE CLIMBERS which shows the Halliwell brothers on 
Cenotaph, Grand, Diagonal and Cloggy ; Bob Carmichael's fabulous rock
climbing film THE NAKED EDGE featuring one of the great climbs of 
Colorado. THERE WILL BE A BAR EXTENSION! 
Midday meal, and conference report with all speaker's papers included in 
price . Get your tickets now! 
From mam cltmbmg shops and from: 
The Sports Council , Byrom House, Quay Street, Manchester 3. 



Information 
Pete Glassen and Doug Warren disappear on Mt. Cook. 
East Face of Apostelens Tomme/finger climbed but strong attempt on 
lngolfsfje/d's South Face fails. 

AUSTRALIA 

Queensland 
Earlier in the season a lot of attention was 
focused on cleaning up existing routes. 
Queensland has always enjoyed the reputation 
of never having used bolts on its free climbs, 
and now energies are being directed towards 
eliminating all peg runners as well. Ted Cais 
and Rick White have been particularly active 
in this respect, and routes that have received 
the once-over include Erg, Pollux, Satanic 
Majesty, Conquistador, Odin and Corner of 
Eden. 
Frog Buttress has seen a spurt of new route 
activity over the last few months. Visiting 
NSW climber Joe Friend, accompanied by 
Rick Harding, added the first significant climb 
to fall to an out-of-state climber. The route, 
Bloody Red Rooster, is graded 19. 
Cais and White produced Venom (21) a 
horrific, glass-smooth, off-width crack with 
an overhanging diagonal off-width crux. The 
same pair, having climbed Inquisition (a good 
grade 19 route), then went on to put up 
three more hard climbs : Black Light (20), 
corner climbing on finger-jams and laybacks ; 
Child in Time (21 ) , a steep face crack with 
very strenuous finger and hand jamming ; 
and Badfinger (20), steep crack and wall 
climbing . 

Queensland's Rick White 

New South Wales 
Last April, climbers from all over Australia 
gathered for a climbing meet in the Blue 
Mountains. A number of interesting climbs 
were achieved, including Joe Friend's free 
ascent of the magnificent Soloman (now 20) 
on Mt. Piddington, the true second ascent of 
The Minotaur at Wirindi, by Cais and White, 
and repeats of St. Clemen's Crack and 
A Clockwork Orange on Shipley Rock, also 
by Cais and White, who reported that they 
were excellent climbs. 
Later in the year, Rick White made the 
second free ascent of The Kraken, at Wirindi, 
confirming his impression that the route is 
only grade 20, and not grade 22 as was 
claimed initially : "It is certainly easier than 
some of the recent Frog Buttress climbs," he 
reported. 
Victoria 
Chris Dewhirst, Chris Baxter and Keith 
Lockwood added Vegemite (20) to 
Mt. Arapiles. The climb boasts a very 
technical groove pitch for the crux. Later, 
Baxter and Dewhirst girdled the overhanging 
back wall of the Pharos, crossing Kingdom 
Come to produce Judgement Day (19). 
Tasmania 
In Cataract Gorge, Ian Lewis and Lyle Cross 

finally solved the overhanging crack, which 
they called The Crux and Beyond; the first 
grade 20 in Tasmania, this represents a 
significant development. 
Australian Grading Again 
The Australians never seem to be able to 
resolve their grading problems, which is 
perhaps not surprising when one considers 
the size of the country and the widespread 
nature of the climbing groups. Ewbank's 
1 to 22 (free-climbing) and M1 to M7 
(aid-climbing) systems have gained the most 
popularity, but even they are now under 
scrutiny from some quarters. Bob Staszewski 
contends that a seven-numeral grading 
system for aid-climbing is too cumbersome ; 
he advocates the adoption of the popular 
A 1 to A4 method used elsewhere. 
The free-climbing grades have also been 
found wanting by some, in particular by 
climbers in Alice Springs. Routes there are 
often loose and poorly protected, so climbers 
have added the British verbal grades to the 
numerals in the hope of giving more 
meaningful descriptions of complex climbs. 
On a global basis, the whole topic of route 
description has recently become even more 
complicated due to the fact that certain 
climbing groups have now adopted the metric 
system for measuring climbs. This is a move 
which has found favour in Queensland, Ireland 
and in the Alpine Journal, to name but three 
previously non-metric sectors, and the 
whole idea seems to have been prompted by 
UIAA idealism and general world trends. Just 
for the record, Mountain's policy is not to use 
metres until there is an official change-over by 
the national government of the country 
concerned, and we consider that premature 
moves in this direction can only lead to 
confusion . 
Correspondents: White and Baxter 

NEW ZEALAND 

WINTER 1973 

Three leading climbers killed 
Following the climbs reported in Mountain 29 
the winter season petered out with little 
further achieved. Two climbs of note were 
done : Pete Gough's and Bill Denz's ascent 
of the Sheila Face of Mt. Cook which was 
notable for its extremely laborious approach 
on snow shoes; and the first winter ascent 
of the South Face of Aspiring by Pete Moore 
and Ben Bennett following their original 
summer first ascent line. A controversial 
element of this climb was the use of a 
helicopter to reach the foot of the climb and 
for flying out afterwards. 
Apart from these climbs there were a number 
of failures. In the Horner Region, Doug 
Warren and Ken Calder had a minor epic 
during an attempt on the Cirque Face of 
Mt. Crosscut. The climbers retreated in the 
dark leaving a rich tally of gear on the 
mountain. In the same area, Mt. Tutoko 
repulsed no fewer than four attempts. 
It had been expected that Mt. Cook's 
Caroline Face would yield to a first winter 
ascent this year but this was not to be. 
Instead it claimed the lives of two of the 
country's outstanding younger climbers -
Pete Glassen and Doug Warren - who 
disappeared on the climb without a trace in 
poor weather, near the end of October. 

In August, another of New Zealand's best 
climbers, Bruce Jenkinson, was killed on a 
rock outcrop near the Hermitage. This was a 
stunning blow to the New Zealand climbing 
community for Jenkinson was a popular and 
respected figure. 
Rangers ban bolts 
Rangers in the Fiordland National Park have 
banned the use of bolts in order to avoid 
rock-damage. How this will be policed 
remains open to speculation though on some 
local crags climbers who use pitons often 
have to endure scathing comments if not 
abuse from other climbers. 
Correspondent: George Edwards 

GREENLAND 

Quiet year on the West Coast, 
overcrowding on the East 
1973 in Greenland might well become known 
as 'The Year of the Invasion" , the pendulum 
seeming to have swung from the usual few, 
large, highly organized expeditions with 
specific objectives, to a plethora of small, 
lightweight parties with no sponsorship, 
completely flexible objectives and limited 
time at their disposal. This trend away from 
the heavyweight sponsored expeditions in 
Greenland is as much a reflection of changing 
attitudes, as the result of easier and cheaper 
access . 
On the East Coast only three parties, all 
British University scientific expeditions, 
managed to get permission to fly into 
Mestersvig, which is now officially closed . 
Further south in the Hurry Inlet British 
geologists, Richard Sykes and Simon Kelly, 
made the ascent of J . P. Koch's Fjeld, the 
highest point in Jameson Land at 2,982ft. 
during their seaches ; and a group of Danish 
geologists continued their exploration of the 
Kangerdlugssuaq region. 
Angmagssalik area 
Angmagssalik saw the departure of two 
expeditions to cross the Inland Ice. The first, 
which left in May, was the three man 
American team led by Dennis McAllister, 
trying again with a less ambitious plan after 
their failure last year. With one fibreglass 
sledge and a total load of 470Ibs., they took an 
incredible 46 days to complete the 340 miles 
traverse to Sondre Stromfjord. In contrast 
two Norwegians, Ralph Hoibakk and 
Herman Mehren, made the same journey in 
16 days, leaving Angmagssalik with dogs in 
early June! 
Angmagssalik became the focal point for 
the summer's invasion with the arrival in 
early July of 50 Naturfreunde Austrians to 
climb and "naturalize" in the area north 
of Kungmiut. The ten strong German section 
of this group, led by Hans Altheimer, climbed 
28 peaks (including 15 first ascents) in the 
area around the Upper Karates Glacier. The 
peaks ranged from between 5-6,000ft in 
height and were graded from 3- 5 in the Alpine 
scale. They were followed by 70 persons 
who had arrived on the Dansk Bjergklub's 
group flight from Copenhagen. Amongst the 
latter were Tony Howard and Bill Tweedale, 
the British members of the Anglo-Danish 
expedition to the South Face of lngolfsfjeld. 
Led by Dolfi Rotovnik, who had been a 
member of the Croatian expedition which 
successfully climbed the mountain by the East 
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Above left: The 6,000ft . South Face of lngolfsfjeld with A the 1973 Anglo-Danish line on the right-hand pillar, and B the 1971 London University 
attempt. Below: Howard, Tweedale and Olsen in their highest camp on the face , and Tweedale (right) on the lower part of the route . Photos: 
Rotovnik and Howard. Above right: The Naturfreunde camp on the Upper Kara/es Glacier with Rytterknoegten (6,627ft .) in the background. 
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Right: Two views showing Mt . Kenya's 
Diamond Couloir, which was climbed direct 
by Snyder and Thumbi last year. The Snyder/ 
le Dain / Lau/au route takes the narrower 
couloir just to the right of the main line . 
Photos: lain Allen 

Ridge in 1971 , the expedition was frustrated 
from the start by bad weather and lack of time 
and Howard and Tweedale had to retreat from 
a point barely higher than that reached by the 
unsuccessful University of London Graduate 
M.C. Expedition in 1971 (see Mountain 20). 
A number of smaller summits in the area 
were climbed before the party was picked 
up by boat. 
Also in the Angmagssalik region three parties 
of Swiss, a total of 41 people, climbed 
among the mountains fringing the 
inaccessible Schweizer/and massif; a further 
22 Swedes studied Arctic Nature and nine 
Spaniards managed to locate some 
unoccupied mountains to the north of 
Kungmiut. 
South and West Coasts 
In these areas, usually thought of as being 
more accessible and well-known, a backlash 
effect was apparent and there was none of 
the overcrowding evidenced in the East. 
In the Lindenows Fjord area an Italian 
expedition led by F. de Fachinetti flew by 
helicopter to the glacier below the 
Apostelens Tomme/finger (see Mountain 26) 
where they set up a camp. As well as carrying 
out geological work they made an attempt 
on the very difficult East Face. The face 
itself was climbed (5 and 5 sup.) but the 
party was stopped by friable rock on the 
ridge 200 ft. short of the summit. 
Two further expeditions were in this general 
area: a French party in the mountains inland 
from Nanortalik and a Swiss group in the 
Fredriksda/. 
Further north two Spanish expeditions 
focussed their activities on Upernavik Island. 
One of these groups, led by Daniel 
Bidauretta, placed a base camp on the 
Sermeq Oiterdleq glacier and made several 
first ascents in the upper basin and a number 
of second ascents of peaks first climbed by 
expeditions from St. Andrews University in 
1939, 1967 and 1969. 
Correspondent: Derek Fordham 

EAST AFRICA 

M t. Kenya 
The Diamond Cou!oir which has repulsed a 
number of strong attempts has at last been 
climbed by American Phil Snyder and the 
Kenya National Park Warden, P. Thumbi. 
Thumbi thus becomes the first African climber 
to take part in the first ascent of a Grade 5 
climb. 
Snyder also made another route up to the 
Diamond Glacier using the narrow couloir to 
the right of the Diamond Cou!oir. He was 
accompanied on this occasion by fellow 
American, 8. le Dain and Frenchman, 
Y. Laulau; they completed the Diamond 
Glacier Route which is 2,400ft. and Grade 5. 
Also on Mt. Kenya, Austrian Wolfgang Axt 
and another repeated the West Ridge route. 
Mt. Longido 
The West Face of this mountain in Northern 
Tanzania has been climbed by lain Allen and 
Mark Savage. The climb was 2,000ft., took 
two days and is graded 5 sup. 
Correspondent: lain Allen 
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Information 

Further news of free-climbing renaissance in the United States. 

Below: Tobin Sorenson on the crux of Insomnia at Suicide Rocks, California. This route, which 
was originally graded 5.8, A3, now goes free . Photo: Mark Millar 
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UNITED STATES 

CALIFORNIA 

Tahquitz and Suicide Rocks 
On Tahquitz, Rick Accomozzo and Tobin 
Sorenson have free -climbed both The 
Passover and Lower Royal Arch, two climbs 
that previously relied on aid . Accomozzo 
also lent invaluable assistance to John Long 
in a brilliant ascent of The Green Arch (5 .11 ) 
This route, originally 5.8 and A2, is one of 
the most serious yet attempted here, as 
protection is hard to arrange without 
resorting to aid . Over on Suicide, Bud Couch 
and Mike Dent climbed an excellent crack 
system called Miscalculation (5.10). 
Aqualung received its first free ascent from 
Richard Harrison, Rob Muir, Tobin Sorenson 
and Sibylle Hechtel, and is now considered 
a hard 5.10. Superfly, a rather absurd 
problem that involves a 15ft. jump off the 
top of Piasano Pinnacle over an awesome 
drop to land on a 5.6 friction slab, received 
a new twist (literally) this summer. 
Tobin Sorenson soloed the problem (this has 
been done several times before) , but added 
a full body twist to the manoeuvre. 
This year has seen outstanding progress made 
on Suicide and Tahquitz, with the cleaning 
up of old aid routes and the discovery of a 
number of new free climbs. The tally of hard 
climbs in the two areas now stands at 
thirty-six 5.9's, thirty-four 5.1 O's and 
nine 5.11 's. 

NORTH EAST 
North East Winter Climbing 
Hard ice climbing is growing in popularity 
here, and the 1972/ 3 season saw a number of 
outstanding ascents that are so far 
unrecorded. On Cannon Mountain John 
Bouchard, Henry Barber and Rick Wilcox 
ascended The Ghost, the first of the area's 
'big walls' to be done in winter. Black Dike 
also had three ascents and all the climbers 
involved commented on the seriousness 
of the route. 
A number of hard ice climbs were established 
in the Conway region by John Bragg, with 
various partners. The most notable was his 
ascent (with Wilcox) of Repentance (5.9) on 
Cathedral, an extremely difficult undertaking 
which was rendered easier by the higher 
temperatures of a mild winter, which meant 
that the ice was less brittle than normal. 
Several other routes on Cathedral and many 
of the standard slab climbs on Whitehorse 
were also done. 
The various problems frustrating climbing on 
Maine's Mt. Katadhin continue to be overcome 
by visiting climbers. Barber and Dave Cilley 
climbed a 2,000ft. gully left of Armadillo 
Buttress to produce the best of several 
discoveries thereabouts. Pokomoonshine saw 
the establishment of the first winter climb, with 
Dean Rau and Claude Suhl 's ascent of Neurosis, 
and in North East Vermont a new ice climbing 
area was discovered near Lake Willoughby by 
Barber and Al Rubin . They climbed a slabby 
route on Mt. Hor and, with Mike Hartrich, 
returned the following day to pick one of 
the many steep ice flows on Mt. Pisgah to 
produce a climb called 20 Below Zero Gully. 
Another route on this mountain was 
pioneered later in the season by John Shelton 
and Ernie Richards. Both cliffs are above a 
road used all year round , which should make 
them targets for the present season. 



Shawangunks 
The new guide, which appeared at the end of 
last season, stimulated a great deal of 
activity as climbers became acquainted with 
the many recent routes which the book 
revealed. This activity coincided with the 
virtually total acceptance of the nut/f ixed 
piton ethic, so that the sound of a peg 
being placed in the Gunks is about as rare 
as it is in Wales . The hardest routes in the 
guide have all been repeated . Foops received 
its second ascent from Henry Barber during a 
mild spell in January. Though this route had 
had to wait six years for its second ascent, 
it was done twice more later in the year. 
Persistent was climbed for the second time, 
on sight, by Steve Wunsch. Few new routes 
of any merit were climbed this year, the main 
emphasis being placed on the freeing of aid 
climbs. The new guide listed 38 routes using 
varying amounts of aid, but a year later only 
five remain. John Stannard, Steve Wunsch, 
John Bragg and Henry Barber have been 
primarily responsible for this campaign. Open 
Cockpit (Wunsch), To Have and Have Not 
(Stannard) and Kansas City ( Bragg) are 
probably the most difficult of these climbs; 
while To Have and Have Not and Yellow 
Crack (Barber), amongst others, are very 
serious leads. With many of these routes 
graded 5.11 and some possibly even harder, 
this burst of climbing has resulted in a new 
advance in standards in the region. However, 
increasi ng numbers and possibly the new 
ethics have also led to a rise in the number of 
accidents. One fatality and a number of 
other serious incidents are a sobering 
counterweight to the more progressive 
developments. 
New England 
The past year has seen an increasing 
interest in the exploration of previously 
neglected cliffs. In pursuing this activity, 
climbers have been willing to climb on rock 
much less solid than that of the cliffs 
regularly climbed. The intensive development 
of Humphrey's Ledge by Paul Ross with 
various partners, and the exp loratory routes 
on Frankenstein Cliff (Ross and Hartrich), 
Willard (Jeff Pheasant, Andy Middleton and 
Al Rubin) and Devil's Slide (Pheasant, Rubin 

Prophet of purism - Steve Wunsch 

CLIMB WITH THE JACOBITE$ 
Weekly meetings every Thursday in the Snug Bar, 

Convenanters, High Street, Edinburgh. All are welcome. 

and Dave Masury) , all had to contend with 
quite rotten rock on cliffs that had only a 
few routes or had previously been completely 
ignored. However, not all the exploratory 
activity was on poor rock. Ross and a friend 
opened six routes over 200ft. and of moderate 
difficulty in one day on the Rainbow Slabs 
off the Kancamagus Highway. Nearby, the 
Crack of the Woods gave Jim Dunn and Mike 
Hartrich a magnificent 5.1 o+ pitch . Near 
Conway, Hartrich and Rubin began develop
ment of the short but steep routes on 
Band M Ledge. 
This activity did not mean that the 
traditional cliffs were neglected. Ross and 
Barber girdled Cannon (Magical Mystery 
Tour, Grade 3, 5.9, 6,000ft.) in a mere six 
hours. In the vertical plain, Lima Beam 
(Grade 2, 5.8) was put up on the slabs near 
Lakeview by Howard Peterson, John Porter 
and Dave Tibbets; while Ross and visiting 
Londoners, Ben and Marion Wintrinham, 
put up Union Jack (Grade 3, 5.9, A2) left of 
Vertigo. The short section of aid on this route 
was bypassed in drier conditions by Rubin 
and Hartrich . Bragg and Ajax Greene 
bypassed the aid on Vertigo by starting up 
North-South-West and traversing into 
Vertigo above the aid on the second pitch . 
This has now become the preferred way to do 
the route and has been graded 3, 5.9. 
Several new short climbs were developed 
along the base of the cliff by Peterson, Roger 
Martin and others. Last year's hardest climb, 
Whaleback Crack was repeated, seemingly 
without too much trouble, by Bouchard and 
Porter. 
The cliff was also the scene of a very 
serious accident. Mark Lawrence and Dana 
Jones, both experienced climbers, were 
killed on the classic route, Sarn's Swan 
Song. A fall by the second, possibly caused 
by loose rock, was followed by failure of the 
leader's belay - a fixed piton. Both climbers 
fell about 400ft. just missing another party. 
Their rope caught behind a flake, stopping 
the fall, but both climbers died instantly. 
On Cathedral Ledges, all of last year's hard 
routes were repeated, while new routes and 
further aid eliminations continued to 
proliferate . Of the new routes, Gypsy (5.9, 
Bragg and Greene), an eliminate line on 
Recompense, is the longest and most 
sustained. Asylum (5 .10, Bragg and Pheasant) 
and Taboo (5.9, Bragg and Barber) are the 
most noteworthy of the shorter routes. As 
regards this year's aid eliminations, Airation 
(5.11, Barber, Bragg and Anderson) is the 
most difficult; while Chock line (5.10, Barber 
and Bragg) and Grim Reaper (5.10, Bragg 
and Wunsch) combine difficulty and great 
seriousness. 
Over on Whitehorse , Hartrich finally climbed 
the much attempted Ninth Wave (5.9), 
producing the hardest friction pitch in the 
area. On the steep south face, Beezlebub was 
climbed entirely free (5.10-, Barber, Bragg, 
Anderson and Rubin) giving a long, 
sustained and varied route. 
Outcrops 
The girdle traverse fever touched both Ragged 
Mountain (Striebert and Barber) and Crow 
Hill, which was girdled in both directions 
( Barber and Striebert, Barber and Hendick) . 
Of the recent hard routes Crow Hill's Jane 
(5 .11) has been climbed a number of times, 
but both Recidivist and Ragged's Subline 

await further leads, though both have been 
top-roped. Ragged Mountain received a new 
guide in Spring . This was followed by a spate 
of top-roped lines on the blank faces between 
the obvious cracks, but only a few new 
leads. The dilemma here seems to be a choice 
of leads which are virtually solos or the 
pre-placing of bolts from rappels . This latter 
practice has occurred on several routes, but 
is generally put down by the locals. Perhaps 
the antidote to this over-development at 
Ragged is the exploration of nearby cliffs. 
East Peak has yielded a series of excellent 
climbs over the years, the best recent 
discovery being Reflections of Fall (5.9) by 
Striebert and Anderson. Pinnacle Rock was 
the scene of several climbing visits, mostly by 
New Haven climbers, with Great 
Expectations (5.8, Rocky Keeler and Rubin) 
being the best of the routes put up. 
Finally, the year's total of tragedies was 
increased by a double fatality in Quincy 
Quarries. Bob Hanson and Carolyn Echardt, 
both 17, were killed in a rock slide when 
visiting a little frequented part of the 
Quarry. 
Correspondents: Muir and Rubin 

THE ALPS 

WINTER 1972/ 3 
Marmolata d'Ombretta: South Face 
We now have more details of the first winter 
ascent of the difficult Aste/Solina Route, 
first reported in Mountain 30. The climbers, 
Jerzy Kukuczska, Janusz Kurczab, Marian 
Piekutowski, Janusz Skorek and Zbigniew 
Wach, made their first attempt in early March, 
but were forced back by bad weather, 
leaving 800ft. of rope fixed in position on the 
face. The successful attempt started on 
March 17th and was brought to completion 
after a gruelling six-day climb. Above the 
Great Ledge, the climbers made a new five
pitch variation in order to avoid the chimney, 
which was choked with ice. 
The climb undoubtedly ranks as one of the 
most difficult of recent Dolomite winter climbs, 
although, being on a South Face, it was 
perhaps not as extreme as some of the 
recent events on the North Face of Monte 
Civetta. 
SUMMER 1973 

Mt. Blanc: Brouillard Face 
We can now confirm the second ascent of 
the Right-Hand Pillar by Roger Everett and 
Lindsey Griffin. 
Mt. Blanc: Brenva Face 
Eye-witness reports suggest that the British 
climbers Stansfield, Stewart and Gladstone 
had some mishap in the serac barrier at the 
top of the Old Brenva Route (see original 
report in Mountain 30) . 
They were known to have reached this point 
but were not seen to emerge on to the 
summit slopes by a party that was in front. 
Petit Dru: West Face 
The Hemming /Robbins Route was climbed 
by W. Kurtyka and A. Tarnawski. 
Petites Jorasses: East Face 
The second ascent of the little known 
Bonatti/ Mazeaud Route was made on June 
30th by Sergio Bottaro and Sandro Nebiolo. 
The ascent took 18 hours and the pair 
reported that the route gave excellent 
climbing, with pitches of 6 and A2 and very 
few pitons in place. 
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Above: The new route on the East North East Pillar of the Piz Badile (marked with the broken line) on the right-hand photo. The left-hand photo 
shows Tiziano Nardella tackling the final overhanging section of the route . Photos: Scarabelli and Hamberger 

Les Droites: North Face 
A Polish team consisting of P. Jasinski and 
M . Kowalczyk made an ascent of the face ; 
it has now been climbed twenty times. 
Aig. du Triolet: North Face 
Pat Derouin made a solo ascent of the normal 
ice route, with a direct finish up the 
Contamine/ Lachenal. The climb took five 
hours. 
Monte Rosa: Macugnaga Face 
The East Face of the Parrotspitze, one of the 
last remaining gaps on this many-routed face, 
was climbed in August by Gilberto Negri 
and Renzo Zaninetti . The climb, which was 
about 2,400ft. long, was mainly on rock 
with pitches up to grade 4. 
Eiger: North Pillar 
A Polish ladies· team, comprising 
Wanda Blaszkiewcz, Danuta Gelner and 
Stefania Egierszdorff, made what was 
probably the third ascent of this route in 
August with three bivouacs. This is perhaps 
the most difficult ascent so far achieved in 
the Alps by an all -female team. 
Ebnefluh: North-East Face 
Another new route has been found on the 
Ebnefluh. It was put up by Helmut Kiene and 
Hartmut Eberlein on the 3,000ft. North-East 
Face (seen in profile in the photo on page 37 
in Mountain 27). 
Piz Badile: North-East Face 
More information has been received about 
the new route on the East-North-East Pillar. 
The route was first attempted in winter by 
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teams led by Tiziano Nardella. They started 
from the bergschrund at the foot of the 
Cengalo Couloir and climbed directly up to 
cross the Rusconi Route. In June, Nardella 
returned with Elio Scarabelli and Guilio 
Martinelli ; this time progress was made into 
and up the diedre line between the Rusconi 
and Kosterlitz/ lsherwood routes, but the 
party was compelled to retreat in the face of 
bad weather. They returned a month later 
with Daniele Chiappa and made a little more 
progress, but were again frustrated by a bad 
storm that brought rocks and debris 
cascading down the face on to their bivouac 
site. The problem lay in finding a safe bivouac 
site below the overhanging section of bulges 
and overhangs that bars the top of the diedre. 
These explorations nearly resulted in disaster, 
during the final attempt in September, when 
a huge block demolished a ledge that the 
party was about to use. 
Thereafter, things smoothed out and the 
remainder of the ascent was less eventful. 
The 300ft. overhanging section was climbed 
in two days, with considerable resort to pitons 
and bolts (estimates vary between 30 and 70) , 
and the summit was reached on the fifth day. 
Monte Agner 
A new bivouac hut, named after Enzo 
Cozzolino, has been erected at the foot of the 
5,000ft. North Face, one of the biggest walls 
in the Dolomites. 
Marmolata di Penia: South Face 
Luis Vonmetz, Jochen Gruber, Jorg Mayr 

and Reinhold Messner established a new 
route on the South-West Spur, to the left of 
the Solda / Conforto Route. The climb, which 
is about 1,600ft. long, is graded 6 with three 
short sections of A3. 
Correspondents: Cieplinska-Bojarska, Tasker, 
Nardella and Heppenstall 

NORWAY 

ROMSDAL 

Trollrygen: East Pillar 
Five Czech climbers have been killed on the 
East Pillar of the Trollrygen . It seems that 
they were marooned on the cliff in bad 
weather and were believed to have been 
delayed during an attempt on a new direct 
finish. However, when the weather improved 
the bodies were found about 700ft. above 
the start of the climb pointing to a possible 
fall from the vicinity of the Inverted V, the 
crux of the climb, and some sort of error in 
rope technique . 

OKSFJORD PENINSULA 

Fortress Peak 
Martin Boysen and Clive Rowland have 
pioneered two routes on this fine peak, 
originally named and given prominence by the 
Leicester Polytechnic Expedition of 1970. 
Initially Boysen and Rowland made the first 
ascent of the peak by the North Ridge, a 
1,000ft. route which gave a few pitches of 
4 and a lot of worthwhile scrambl ing and 



Right: Ed Grindley leading Desolation Row, 
one of a number of hard and fine routes in 
the Great Zawn near Bosigran in Cornwall. 
Photo: Ian Roper 

Above: The line of the Boysen/ Rowland 
route on Fortress Peak. Photo: Peter Ellis 

easy rock climbing . They then turned their 
attention to the 1,400ft. West Pillar. 
Despite indifferent weather this gave them 
an outstanding climb with an average grade 
of 5 and several pitches of 6 (HVS) . They 
bivouaced in a cave about 300ft. below the 
summit and finished up difficult pitches in 
the rain the following day. The climbing was 
superb, on firm gabbro wh ich gave a 
succession of crack and groove problems 
very reminiscent of the Bonatti Pillar. 
Correspondents: Mellgard and Rowland 

BRITISH ISLES 

LAKES 

Buttermere 
On Eagle Crag, Robert Hutchinson and 
George Mitcheson established a new route, 
starting 30ft. to the right of Piggot's Climb. 
Warlock (380ft., XS) takes a steep line of 
cracks up the lower wall, then follows an 
overhanging funnel to reach the terrace . 
Easier climbing ensues, up a corner and a 
slab, leading to a groove above the last 
stance of Piggot's to finish . 

NORTH WALES 

The Cromlech Boulders 
Despite strong representations from th e 
public, the Caernarvonshire Roads and 
Bridges Department wants to destroy parts of 
the Cromlech boulders, and the decision now 
awaits final Council approval. What are the 
boulders to the climbing world? They 
constitute the most easily accessible and 
perhaps the best bouldering practice area in 
North Wales, with literally scores of 
problems up to 35ft. Some would claim that 
this makes the boulders as good as a small 
crag, the problems being of all grades and 
types. Apart from this, the boulders provide 
welcome shelter and bivouac sites for 
impecunious climbers. They are also a 
landmark and a meeting place, bearing 
something of the same relationship to the 
climbing world that Eros has to the Hippie 
scene in London. 



OBITUARIES 

Ron Fear 
25 -year-old Fear, from Tacoma, Washington, 
was one of an emergent group of young 
American high-altitude climbers. He sprang 
to prominence in 1971 as a member of a 
small Austrian team that reached the summit 
of Dhaulagiri 2. Two years later he played an 
important part in the American Dhaulagiri I 
Expedition. In 1972, he and others skied 
down Mt. McKinley, and in the same year he 
joined another group in the Cordillera Blanca 
where he made the first ascents of 
Tumarinaraju and Milpocraju. Following the 
1973 Dhaulagiri 1 expedition , he returned to 
the Andes for an attempt on the East Ridge 
of Huantsan . Later, with Walt Churchill , Fear 
attempted a free-floating journey down the 
Urubamba River, from Macha Pichu. The pair 
were never seen again. 

Piero Zanetti 
Zanetti , a Turin lawyer, died a year ago at the 
age of 73. Between the wars, Zanetti was a 
member of the active Italian group which 
included such men as Albertini, Boccalatte 
and Gervasutti. He made the first ascents of 
the Tours des Jorasses (with Boccalatte) in 
1931 , Pte. Nina des Periades in 1934, and 
Nevada de Leones (in Argentina) as a 
member of the 1934 Italian expedition. His 
other climbs include the first guideless ascent 
of the Peuterey Ridge, and the second ascents 
of Pte. Welzenbach (with Albertini) and the 
complete South Ridge of the Aig. Noire (with 
Gervasutti) in 1937. In those days this last 
route was considered to be an extremely 
serious undertaking . Zanetti also played a 
part in the Grandes Jorasses saga when , 
again with Gervasutti, he was involved in a 
probe at the Croz Spur in 1933. 

Alan Dewison 
Dewison, who was killed during the recent 
attempt on the West Ridge of Dhaulagiri 4, 
was one of Britain's leading young alpinists. 
His most important climbs were the first 
British ascents of the Bonatti/ Gobbi Route 
on the Eckpfeiler and the Vinazter Route on 
the Marmolata, both made in the company 
of Ron Lake. 

Millar Rava 
25-year-old Rava, from Biella, Italy, was a 
National Mountaineering Instructor. His best 
climbs include a number of early Italian 
ascents of major Mt. Blanc climbs, together 
with the first winter ascents of the South 
Buttress of the Petites Jorasses and the North 
East Face of the Leonessa Pillar. He also 
partnered Alessandro Gogna during the first 
direct ascent of the North-East Face of the 
Aig. de Leschaux in 1972. He was killed last 
year in an avalanche on Annapurna 1. 

Leo Cerruti 
Cerruti , a cousin of Alessandro Gogna, was a 
victim of the same avalanche that killed Rava . 
He was thirty-four. He made a number of 
major alpine climbs, including the first 
ascents of the Zmutt Nose on the Matterhorn 
(with Gogna) , the South-East Pillar of Pie 
Muzio and the South Diedre of the Tours des 
Jorasses, and the winter ascents of the North 
Face of the Grivola and the Via dei Lecchesi 
on the Grand Capucin. 

Ot her Deaths 
Dave (Fingers) M orris, one of Britain's 
leading alpinists (Freney Pillar, Eigerwand) , 
and a popular Lakeland figure, died in 
December after a domestic fall at Bowness. , 
The parents of Br ian Olver, the noted 
climbing photographer, who died in a road 
accident in Norway last summer, have made 
a memorial bequest to the Glencoe 
Mountain Rescue team. Ron Butchart, 
founder and, for over ten years, editor of 
The Climber and Rambler, took his own life 
in December. 
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First 'undisputed' ascent of Cerro Torre 
by Casimiro Ferrari's team in classic style. 

The Council 's policy of destruction is 
prompted by their road -widening plans, and 
it is clear that once the boulders have been 
removed, the Cromlech Bridge will go as well. 
Some may feel that such trifles are 
unimportant when matched against the acres 
of superlative rock-climbing in the area ; 
others, however, may feel sufficiently 
incensed to resort to militant means to 
protect the boulders if other measures fail. 
A flood of letters may still have some 
effect, however, and these could be sent to 
The Clerk of the Council and the Secretary of 
State at the Welsh Office in Cardiff . The 
Council is about to destroy an irreplaceable 
social and sporting amenity, in order to 
provide a few more square feet of road at the 
minimum cost. 

YOR KSH IRE/ LANCASHIRE/ DERBYSHIRE 

Gritstone 
Pete Livesey soloed High Street on llkley 
and, with John Sheard, established a new 
HVS route between Josephine and Walewska . 
"I was going to call it A Dream of Purple 
Galactic Exploding Cabbages," said Livesey, 
"but Austin said it had to be something to do 
with Napoleon and Josephine and all that, 
so we called it Waterloo." 
On Whimberry, Barry Rawlinson and 
Peel climbed a 40ft. XS problem, called 
Halina, which takes the ramp above the 
overhang right of Route 2 . The same pair also 
made three new routes at Dovestones 
Quarry: Tweedle Dum (XS) takes the right 
hand of two slanting grooves right of 
The Teaser; Sideshow (HVS) takes the thin 
crack on the left of Brass Monkey; and 
Hy Jeannie (XS) takes an arete to the right 
of Butcher. 
On Millstone Edge, Tom Proctor, with Geoff 
Birtles, continues his progressive clean-up 
of the old aid-routes. The latest one to go 
free ( after an earlier imperfect ascent) is 
Knightsbridge, which is now "quite daring 
with minimal protection " , at XS standard . 
Limestone 
In Yorkshire, Ian Blakeley and Dave Bradbury 
added four aid-routes to Kilnsey, Dib Scar 
and Gordale, of which the most interesting is 
Tosandrac Garforium (150ft. , A3) , on 
Gordale, a fourth line squeezed on to the 
rock to the right of Cave Route. 
Birtles and Proctor also investigated various 
limestone quarries in Derbyshire, unearthing 
some surprisingly good routes. Birtles plans 
to produce an interim guide to these 
discoveries. and is keen to get other recent 
limestone routes included ; he asks for 
descriptions. 

SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND 

A von Gorge 
There have been a number of discoveries 
here, though none could really be claimed to 
be major finds . All the routes were developed 
during the summer of 1973. 
Martin Crocker and Dave Ford made a 
route called Desecrator (90ft .• HVS, 5a) , which 
forces a way out of the cave at the left end 
of the Unknown Wall area. On the Sea Walls, 
they put up Ob/iterator ( HVS, 5b) , which 
takes a short line above and to the right of 
the yellow wall of Roozlebloom. The Sea 
Walls gave Keith Williams and Ford a line : 
Slow Motion (275ft , VS) makes the most of 
the area between Last Slip and Nightmare. 

In the Amphitheatre area, Steve Woolard 
soloed a 150ft. VS, called Phantom Jockey, 
30ft. to the left of Black and Tan; he then 
led another, harder line, called In Search for 
a Fair Lady (150ft. , XS) , up the gap between 
Phantom Jockey and Black and Tan. 
Woolard, Crocker and John Barnett also made 
a direct finish to Black and Tan, which they 
called Lay in Wait (120ft., VS) . 
On the north side of Suspension Bridge 
Buttress, Barnett and Crocker climbed the 
steep rib above the start of Strappados, 
producing Hideaway (80ft., HVS) , and 
Crocker and Ford made a link pitch between 
the start of Don Quixote and Green Un 
(Purple Haze: 120ft., VS) . 
Somerset Coast 
Sand Point, near Weston-super-Mare, has 
produced a 2½-mile sea-cliff girdle on good 
solid limestone. The traverse, which starts 
from the tip of Sand Point, is best taken at 
high tide. The difficulties lie mainly in the 
first few hundred yards, and thereafter the 
standard is fairly easy. The cliffs are 
nowhere more than 50ft. high, and escape is 
possible throughout the length of the 
traverse . 
Lundy 
A further sixteen new routes have been 
discovered since our last report. In July, 
Coventry climbers Mike Putnam and J. 
Lister found a powerful groove line (Moby 
Dick: 220ft., VS) on the relatively unexploited 
band of cliffs north of the Old Light. 
Later in the month, a team comprising Pete 
Biven, John Fowler and Chris Gibson 
developed a number of small buttresses in 
the Goat Island area . 
In August, Martin Crocker and Dave Ford found 
a good route on Shutter Rock ( Third Stone 
from the Sun: 220ft., S). 
In the Autumn there was a spurt of activity 
when a party consisting of Pete Thexton, 
Roger Cooper and Romy Owen produced 
eight new routes. Particularly worthy of note 
were The Vice (150ft. , HVS), on Beef 
Buttress (north of Flying Buttress) , and 
Green Light (130ft. , HVS) , on the Punchbowl 
Cliff (in the Devil's Chimney area) . 
All the recent new routes will be published 
in a new guidebook which the R.N.M.C. is 
bringing out later this year. 
Correspondents: Hutchinson, Moffat, Livesey, 
Rawlinson, Birt/es, Blakeley, Crocker and 
Moulton . 

ST OP PRE SS 

Pat agonia 
Cerro Torre has been climbed " in fine classical 
style" by the West Face route by a strong 
Italian team led by Casimiro Ferrari . 
A Swiss expedition failed on the East Pillar 
of Fitzroy however, after climbing 4,000ft. 
French A lps 
Two last great problems have succumbed to 
determined winter attempts: Walter 
Cecchinel and Claude Jager climbed the 
celebrated Dru Couloir in three days and 
a party led by Yan nick Seigneur has forced 
a new route directly up the North Face of 
Point Whymper on the Grandes Jorasses. 
Correspondents: Boysen and Cecchine/ 



People 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

French Government Minister Pierre Mazeaud 

The Climbing Deputy 
Pierre Mazeaud, magistrate and member of 
the French Chamber of Deputies, has recently 
become France's Minister for Youth, Sport 
and Leisure, a post previously held by 
another eminent mountaineer, Maurice Herzog . 
44-year-old Mazeaud is a somewhat 
contradictory figure, with a reputation for 
being alternately a suave charmer and an 
abrasive rebel; a successful career in 
politics has gone hand in hand with rejection 
of the establishment. His autobiography Naked 
Before the Mountain, which appears in 
March, makes fascinating reading, even if it 
fails to explain satisfactorily the motivations 
of this passionate man. 
Brought up in Grenoble, and introduced to 
the mountains by his father, Mazeaud was 
expelled from school for absenteeism and 
idleness; a course in philosophy in a Paris 
/ycee proved more satisfactory, and Mazeaud 
subsequently rose quickly in legal and 
diplomatic circles. He took up mountaineering 
seriously in 1947 and quickly began making 
new routes in the Alps, often partnering 
climbers of other nationalities. He is a firm 
believer (according to the publishers' blurb) 
in la cordee internationale; but his ability to 
make friends does not seem to extend far 
into Anglo-Saxon circles, and he is most 
often remembered in Britain for defecting 
from the International Everest Expedition in a 
Gallic huff. The events leading up to this 
incident are described in the closing chapter 
of his book. But the real climax comes earlier : 
not surprisingly, the event which has coloured 
his whole life is the ill-fated retreat from 
the Central Pillar of Freney, in 1961, when 
four of the seven-man team perished; 
amongst the dead was Mazeaud's great 
friend, Pierre Kohlmann. What isn't related 
in the book is the fact that by some bizarre 
quirk of fate Mazeaud was destined to live 
through this tragedy for a second time, 
during its re-enactment on film eleven years 
later. During the reconstruction, in which 
Mazeaud was playing himself, three of the 
actors fell into a crevasse and were over
whelmed . Rescue operations began 
immediately, but came too late for Walter 
Grimm, who was playing Oggioni, and Milan 
Doubek, doubling for Kohlmann ; both died. 

Diemberger's Summits and Secrets 
A big attraction at the Buxton conference 
next month will be Kurt Diemberger, the 
distinguished Austrian mountaineer. For a 
long time Diemberger was the only European 
to have stood on the summits of more than 
one of the world's 8,000m. peaks - Broad 
Peak and Dhaulagiri . (This is an honour now 
shared by Reinhold Messner, with his ascents 
of Nanga Parbat and Manaslu.) Diemberger's 
alpine apprenticeship was thorough, and he 
has a comprehensive knowledge of both the 
Hindu Kush and Greenland . His projected 
lecture, 'Summits and Secrets', therefore 
promises great interest, particularly as he is 
well known for his skilled photography. His 
autobiographical book of the same title did 
not enjoy the acclaim over here that it 
deserved (probably because of the price), 
and it may be that Diemberger is not too well 
known to younger climbers in Britain, as his 
greatest exploits took place in the 'fifties. 
However, anyone who heard his lecture in 
London many years ago, when he gave a 
moving account of the last moments of 
Hermann Buhl on Chogolisa, can testify to 
his hold as a lecturer. There was scarcely a 
dry eye in the house! 

Communism and Climbing 
Another of the speakers at next month's 
Buxton conference is 32 -year-old Dave Cook. 
Cook, who is at present a squatter in a 
condemned slum house in East London, 
combines an active climbing record with his 
job as National Student Organizer of the 
British Communist Party. With such a mixture 
of interests, his paper, 'Climbers and Society ', 
seems likely to be both informative and 
provocative . Cook plans to " examine such 
factors as the social background of climbers, 
and the influences on the sport, of youth 
culture and its associated life styles" . He 
will go on to suggest that the interests of 
the majority of the population and those of 
climbers increasingly coincide. 

Little Big Wall Woman 
Seattle's Ellie Hawkins, whose ascent of 
North America Wall last year underlined the 
increasing interest shown in climbing by 
American women, has written to us about her 

Below: Buxton Conference speakers Kurt 
Diemberger (top) and Dave Cook (bottom) . 

Cook has a colourful background. A youth 
spent in places as widely varied as Kilsyth, 
Yeovil , Iran and Solihull , gave him a 
cosmopolitan outlook. After taking a history 
degree at Cambridge and a teaching degree 
at Leeds, he worked in the tough compre
hensive schools of Leeds and Bradford and 
also had a spell as organizer of the Young 
Communist League in the West Riding. In the 
climbing world, Cook is particularly known as 
a devotee of gritstone climbing; he has 
contributed articles on the subject to 
Mountain, and the account of the Battle for 
Kinder Scout in this issue is his work. 

involvement in the sport. 
Climbing started for her when she met her 
husband-to-be, Bruce Hawkins, who was 
recovering from a broken back sustained in a 
30ft. solo fall. Hawkins was a member of the 
'Mad Dogs·, a Southern Californian 
" assortment of derelict climbers". 
Ellie writes : 
" I have been with Bruce and the Dogs ever 
since . After more hospitals and some great 
skin-diving in Hawaii, I got my first look at 
Yosemite Valley. The first climbs I muscled 
my way up with 90Ib. of weakness shot a 
light into my life which keeps getting stronger 
with every climb I do. 
The NAW was my first grade 6 and is the 
finest single climbing experience I have had 
so far. Staying on the route was like trying to 
track a deer across the Grand Canyon . Inch 
up and peer, ease up and peer. The route 
meanders back and forth, abruptly turning 
and changing directions. Feeling joy at really 
being alive, feeling energy, feeling adrenalin, 
laughing. Every day, one or all of us would 
have to perform some manoeuvre so extreme 
that whoever was safe and sound on the belay 
station would laugh till he almost fell out 
of his slings. We didn't want to top out till 
all the water was gone. Fuck the speed 
trips . Fun in the Californian sun." 
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Above: Members of the 1984 Everest South Face Expedition, in formal evening attire (with decorations), presenting their qualifications to the 
Mount Everest Foundation Screening Committee and swearing the oath of allegiance to the Alpine Club before receiving their £50,000 grant 
(in used notes) . 

No future for the unqualified climber! 
Ian McNaught Davis reports on recent BUM moves to institute compulsory 
certificates and chivalrous awards. Drawings by E. Lovejoy Wolfinger 3rd. 

Late last year I was invited to the Sports 
Writers ' Association dinner, not, let me 
hasten to add, as a 'sports writer' or even 
as a 'sportsman ', but simply to observe a 
very curious ritual and to eat an unusually 
good meal. 
As far as I could tell, this annual event is 
held to present cups, medals and the other 
useless paraphernalia of competitive sport to 
half-a-dozen or so runners, jumpers, 
swimmers, horse riders and motor car drivers 
selected as Sportsmen or Sportswomen of the 
Year by the journalists who write about sport 
for the national press. The unfortunates 
chosen for this dubious honour react in 
various ways : by brazening it out with a 
hearty joke and a grab at the cup or medal, by 
cringing and mumbling a few words of 
thanks, or, in most cases, by not turning up 

Dr. Colin Knoblock, M.D., M.B.E., G.C., after 
receiving the Golden Rope as ' Climber of the 
Year . Dr. Knoblock is displaying his Walkers 
Certificate, which he obtained at the age of 
three and which started him on the path to 
fame and glory. 
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at all . It seemed rather strange and I felt 
completely out of place among fat, boozy 
journalists and puffing, sweating athletes 
straining at their tendons. 

There wasn't a climber to be seen - the sport 
was completely ignored. The menu listed all 
the Sportsmen of the Year since 1949 ; 
twenty-six sports, but no mountaineering. 
Over the same period, the Sportswomen of 
the Year represented sixteen sports, but still 
no mountaineering. 

It seemed at the time that such prejudice 
merited further investigation . A complete 
analysis revealed that the following sports 
gave you the highest chance of these honours : 

Men Women 

1) Athletics Athletics 
2) Motor Racing Tennis 
3) Boxing Show Jumping 
4) Cricket Swimming 
5) Soccer Cycling 
6) Cycling Three Day Event 

No real surprises. For men, the sports to 
avoid are rowing, speedway and rugby ; for 
women, they are cricket, ice dancing and 
table tennis. If you are a diver, male or 
female, you have very little chance of making 
Sportsman of the Year, and if you are a 
climber you have no chance at all . 
In 1953, when Lord Hunt was leading the 
lads up Everest, Bruce Wallis got the award 
for boxing . In 1970, when Bonington was 
fighting against all odds on the South Face of 
Annapurna, Ken Buchanan also got it for 
boxing and, in 1973, when John Syrett led 
Encore at Almscliffe Crag without a piton 
for protection, David Wilkie got it for 
swimming. It wa5 at this point that I 
realized how much I sympathized with that 
increasingly common adjunct to climbing 
bureaucracy, the Outdoor Pursuits Centre 
Instructor. 

How can you enthuse about a sport that 
gains you no badges, medals or cups? How 
can people know where they stand when 
there are no certificates, awards or degrees? 
What is there to strive for if you don 't get 

some tangible acknowledgment of your 
achievement, even if it is only a pure lucite 
replica of Napes Needle? How is it possible 
to teach such an anarchic sport, where there 
are no rules, only ethics and traditions 
which all climbers of worth delight in defying? 

At a time when the British Mountaineering 
Council is moving away from paper 
qualifications, the British Union of 
Mountaineers (BUM) , bowing to immense 
pressure from instructors, guides and 
teachers, is instituting compulsory 
qualifications which may be obtained at 
BU M's new U-KLYMDIT centres. These 
qualifications will become compulsory for 
all climbers during the next few years. They 
are classified as follows. 

A selection of prizes from the Bralesfraud 
collection: the Flying Ice Axe Cup, awarded 
for the most outstanding ice climb done in 
Cornwall each year; the gold-plated piton 
hammer and pen and pencil set; the simulated 
bronze climbing-rope ash tray; and the 
desirable gilt cuff links, first prize for out
standing climbs done in full evening dress. 



Unqualified: may not leave tarmac roads. 

Walker's Certificate: may lead parties not 
greater than three, on horizontal paths, one 
mile from a certified M .O.T. road in good 
w eather. 

Hill Walker's Diploma: may lead parties of 
four within five miles of road ; no slope to 
exceed 20 . 

Mountain Walker's Certificate: may lead 
parties of four in National Park where test 
was taken ; may only ascend slopes where 
use of hands is unnecessary. 

Mountaineering Diploma: three-year 
course ; may lead up to Very Difficult in fine 
weather. 

Bachelor of Mountaineering: may climb 
all the year round, but may not attempt new 
routes. 

B. Mount (Hons): as above. but may 
attempt new routes in fine weather. 

M.D. (Doctor of Mountaineering ) : may 
climb abroad . 

After some study and discussion it became 
clear that qualifications alone would not be 
sufficient, and that what was needed w as a 
total, lifetime career 'pattern of 
advancement'. Accordingly, BUM has now 
established a scenario of chivalrous orders, 
based on the well -tried British honours 
system . The orders, which are outlined 
below, will be awarded at random to 
climbers of merit. 

The Most Noble Cragsman's Order of 
the Garter (Motto : "Downward Bound" ) 
C.M.G . Cragsman's Garter 
K.C.M.G , Kinky Cragsman's Garter 
G.C.M .G. Geriatric Cragsman's Garter 
(Notes concerning Cragsmen: Cragsmen will 
be addressed as "Sir"; K.C.M .G.'s will be 
addressed as "Sir" or "Ma'am", as 
appropriate. G.C.M .G.'s will be addressed 
in a loud voice,) 

The Most Excellent Order of British 
Expeditions (Motto: "Right Up") 
M.B.E. Member of British Expedition 
(whether successful or not) 
O.B.E. Outstanding British Expedition (rare) 
C.B.E. Climber of British Expedition (rarer still) 
D.B.E. Dame Climber of British Expedition 
(non-existent) 

Two other chivalrous orders have also been 
established, but membership of these will be 
strictly limited. They are : 
O.M . Old Mountaineer (Ribbon : green and 
yellow ; Alpine Club Committee) 
C.H. Climber of Himalayas {this order carries 
no title, and ranks after C.B.E.) 

At first glance it may seem that the problem 
of incentive is thereby solved : academic 
qualifications serving to define ability at 
the start of a career, the chivalrous orders 
rewarding steady progress through the 
bureaucratic ranks of mountaineering, right 
up to retirement. But further consideration 
reveals that it is also necessary to have a 
system of awards for outstanding 
achievements or contributions to the sport. 
To solve this international problem, the BUM 
has struck a series of medals and 
decorations, listed below in order of 
precedence. 

Great Britain 
V.C. Vertical Cross. (Awarded by the editor of 
Mountain Life to climbers who do 'vertical 
climbing') 
G.C. Glacis Cross. (For bravery in 
surmounting easy angled slopes) 
D.S.O. Distinguished Safety Order. (For not 
climbing at all) 
M.C. Mountain Cross. (The 'Wilson' - the 
cross that Mountain has to bear) 
D.F.C. Distinguished Falling Cross. (For acts 
of gallantry when falling through the air) 
G.M. Gervasutti Medal. (For falling off in 
the Dolomites) 

Above: Sir Jack Long-Gland, G.C.M .G. , O.M., C.H. , M.B.E., G.C. , star-spangled knight and 
most honoured British climber, seen explaining the new initiative-test puzzle designed for the 
selection of Marine Commando Officers. Note the Helmet of Honour, given to climbers of 
exceptional intellectual ability, the VS leader's gold-plated pipe clamp, awarded after the first 
ascent of a route bearing the leader's name, and the Sash of the Setting Sun, with the twelve 
Bivouac Buttons. 

United States of America 
The Confessional Medal. (Awarded to 
climbers who admit that they didn't get to the 
top after all) 
The Purple Heart. ( For addiction to 
mountaineering) 
The Iceman Trophy. (For being the most 
aggressive member of an American or 
International Expedition) 
France 
Legion d ' Honneur. (Awarded to the vast 
legions of Frenchmen who hate English 
climbers) 
Sweden 
The Nobel Prize . (For blowing up needles, 
towers and aiguilles, previously enjoyed by 
climbers and now considered to be a danger 
to the general public) 
Japan 
The Kami-Kazi Star. (Posthumous award for 
honourable death by falling) 
Germany 
The Iron Cross . 

Third Class (For falling up to 30ft.) 
Second Class ( For falling 30- 1 00ft.) 
First Class ( For falling over 1 00ft.) 
(N.B . Any scream or shout will disqualify) . 

Finally, the BUM has not been unmindful of 
the fact that awards of merit shou Id not be 
the sole prerogative of the upper echelons of 
a sporting hierarchy ; every true sportsman's 
mantlepiece must be loaded with cups and 
tankards, and his house stuffed with 
memorable kitsch. In this regard, BUM has 
created outstanding ash trays, pen and pencil 
sets and other valuable trophies, which will 
be awarded for climbs or experiences of 
merit. 

Eventually, with our own Climber of the Year 
Award, our own Olympic Team fighting its 
way to a 'Gold' in the Rock Climbing Speed 
Championships, and our own World Cup for 
Climbing, we will once again be able to hold 
up our heads, proud of having a real sport 
after years of being condemned to 
insignificance. 

Above: Special Insignia for exceptional climbing activities. 1. The Flying Screw for acts of 
courage in the air after pulling out one or more bolts. 2. The Boulder Roller's Star for kicking 
off rocks (cum laude for striking climbers below). 3. The Pathfinder's Medal awarded after 
the last climb before taking up moribund sports like orienteering and back-packing. 4. The 
Sea-Cliff Girdle Badge for surviving multiple falls into the Atlantic. 
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Two Australian Climbs 
In this combined article Chris Dewhirst and Keith Lockwood describe two of the most 
interesting climbs recently pioneered in Australia : a major route on the stupendous East Face 
of Frenchman's Cap in Tasmania , and the curious flake format ion known as the The Kangaroo's 
Tail that leans against the celebrated Ayers Rock in the Australian interior. 

Frenchman's Cap 

by Chris Dewhirst 

The south-western fifth of Australia's island state Tasmania 
is a wild and rugged wilderness of over two million acres. 
In the north of this area and inland from Macquarie Harbour 
lies Frenchman's Cap, a proud and imperial quartzite peak. 
It is on the eastern side of the Frenchman that the glaciers 
of the past have left behind their most spectacular results: 
soaring quartzite walls make up the face and in places 
continue slightly overhanging for three-quarters of its 
height. The upper part of the face contains numerous 
sharply cut overhangs and the whole is capped by a dark 
foreboding roof over 1,000ft. above the scree. 
The East Face of Frenchman's Cap has proved an irresistible 
attraction to a handful of Australian climbers, although, as 
befits its character, it did not yield its innermost secrets 
easily. In 1969, Ewbank and Moore reached a height of 
500ft. and the start of the major difficulties; unequipped for 
the hard climbing which lay ahead, they retreated . Several 
years later a Victorian party failed to set foot on the face, 
despite strong intentions, and in 1971 several brief forays 
by Tasmanians McMahon and McHugh did not reach the 
previous highpoint. 

Across to the east, the first rays of sunlight push the stars 
away. Dave's red sleeping bag picks up the sun's light and 
casts it back like a thousand burning camp fires. Two 
thousand feet below, at the foot of the scree, a torch light 
bounces its way along the track that leads to the face. A 
climbing friend is coming to see how we spent the night. 
We have climbed six pitches and are now half-way up this 
compact 1, 100ft. face. This is as high as anyone has pushed 
before us ; Ewbank and Moore abseiled from this ledge, 
knowing that they probably wouldn 't have such a choice if 
they went on another pitch. 
So far the climbing has been relatively straightforward: a 
300ft. wall , followed by a corner of the same length, led us 
to our bivvy. But although the climbing was not hard, it was 
unprotected, and I am frightened at what today will bring . 
The bivvy site we chose now rattles our confidence. Like an 
open door in a hurricane, I'm slammed backwards and 
forwards. 
Ian attempts to lead off. From the ledge, the wall is ever so 
slightly overhanging . He has to traverse for fifteen feet to 
the start of a shallow groove, but we can't see into it. The 
lead is committing and this time Ian doesn't commit 
himself. 

Dave takes the lead. Inside myself I smile a smile of relief. 
Below us, at the foot of the wall , is our friend . He watches 
through a telephoto lens. Neither we nor he can share in the 
lead that Dave is forcing. At the end of the traverse he 
slams in a piton and rests. The groove ends at a large roof 
80ft. above. A few feet right of the roof twin cracks 
disappear into an evil , black corner. Dave fixes a hanging 
belay and brings me up. The pitch is a mind-blower and 
Extreme. I am desperate. We haul up the pegging gear from 
Ian because it will be needed on the next pitch. 
The twin cracks hardly exist, but I manage to peg them into 
the corner. My friends are out of sight and I am alone. 

Above: The line of Conquistador with the bivouac and 
crucial pitches marked. The lower part of the face is obscured by 
the rocks in the foreground. Photo: Ken Harvey. 

Left: The East Face of Frenchman·s Cap. Photo: Dave Neilson 
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Opposite page: Dave Neilson leads the crucial ( Grade 17) wall pitch after the bivouac and Chris Dewhirst seconds. Photos: Ian Ross. 
Above left: Ross laybacking on the ninth p itch (Grade 16). Right: Dewhirst aid -climbing through the final overhangs (M5). Photos: Dave Neilson 

After a lot of pegging the corner ceases to overhang and I 
can jam for twenty feet to a ledge. 
The bubbling, overflowing energy of Ian Ross arrives at my 
stance. We laugh and cry. Dave arrives and our intensity is 
threefold. The sky's blueness is the deepest ocean . The 
golden sun warms the black lakes below us. White quartz 
shines like Michelangelo's David . Our chocolate and water 
is like nectar of the gods. 

Ian sets to work on the next pitch . He laybacks for ever. He 
bridges across the corner and places a runner. Out on the wall 
now, feet dancing in the sunlight, he laughs his way 
upwards. We laugh at the ease of his movements. 

Ian belays and Dave follows his lead. Soon the packs are 
hauled up. They swing free and arc across the face, a 
giant pendulum that serves as a reminder of our vertical 
world. 

I follow the pitch. I layback for 1 00ft. My arms bulge with 
blood, my muscles ache and my fingers want to open. My 
heart beats like a thousand drums. I heave on to the stance 
and recovery begins. 

The wall above looks easy. It turns out to be one-of the 
most unprotected, dangerous and difficult pieces of 
climbing I've done. Dave leads it and forces each move. 
The rock is greasy, the holds small and the strata down
sloping. It becomes a rope-stretching, nightmare lead. 
I come up second, always reaching for jugs that aren't there. 

The wall is absolutely vertical and balance is pushed to the 
limit. Like a vertical chess game played against a Grand 
Master. When protection is non-existent, there is no room 
for error. 
We stand in deep shadow, the sun lost to us. The first stars 
appear in the clear evening sky. Ian arrives as I sort the 
pegs for what must be the final pitch . It is only eighty 
feet, but it overhangs by twenty. 
Starting up a loose chimney, I am at once aware that the 
appearance of fierceness is not illusory. Etriers trail in 
the wind, a piton runner eases the tension in my mind. 
Further up now, I stand on a dirty, sloping hold to place a 
peg behind a loose flake. I untangle the etriers and stand 
up, swinging away from the rock. Three pegs and a nut 
beside a teetering block, then more pegs, hammered in 
upside down, enable me to use a sling around a chockstone. 
We're up! Dave cleans while Ian prussiks the trail rope: he 
blows his mind at the exposure. 
We dance across the snowfield and mock the stars. Ian rolls 
in the snow and Dave and I laugh at the antics of the master 
clown. We run down the scree and shout at the moon. 
Glistening, the white rock plays with the moon's golden 
light, and together they guide us back to earth. 
SUMMARY 
Tasmania. Frenchman's Cap: East Face. The first ascent of 
Conquistador (Grade 17, M5, 1,200ft.) in January 1972 by Ian Ross, 
Chris Dewhirst and Dave Neilson. The climb took 18 hours with 
one bivouac. 
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Above: Keith Lockwood wedged behind The Kangaroo's Tail on Ayers Rock. Photo: Andrew Thompson 

And now for something 
completely different 

by Keith Lockwood 

Way back in the dreamtime, Kerungra (the Earth-Mother) 
brought life on to the earth with her sacred Nga/tawaddi 
(Digging Stick), and created mortals. So runs the legend of 
the Loritdja aborigines who inhabit the desert around the 
Rock of Uluru, the rock that was their repository of sacred 
knowledge. 
To whites, this rock is known as Ayers Rock, the famous 
tourist attraction rising 1, 143ft. from the sandy and spiky, 
spinifex-grass plain in central Australia. Reputedly the 
biggest single stone in the world, it was first climbed by 
a white man in 1873 when explorer W. C. Gosse made an 
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ascent via the only gentle face, a ramp on the north-west 
shoulder. Nowadays, hundreds of tourists follow in Gosse's 
footsteps, assisted by an 800ft. railing. There are also legends 
about young natives trying to climb the rock as a tribal 
initiation rite, legends as often as not sad in their 
conclusion. 

In 1972, Andrew Thomson and I attempted to climb 
Kerungra's sacred Ngaltawaddi . Ngaltawaddi {also called 
the Kangaroo's Tail) is a unique tongue of rock, 350ft. high, 
leaning against the north face of Ayers Rock. Andrew and 
I planned our attempt from Melbourne, 2,000 miles away, 
with very limited information. We had tourist pamphlets, 
but each showed the rock having a different angle, and it 
was impossible to judge what the climbing would be like. 

But in the hot mid-winter sun, the red rock destroyed any 
climbing fears. In fact, it didn't look worth the trouble, 
appearing to be an easy-angled romp. Early next morning, 
however, as I led off with the desert's cool morning breeze 
caressing the quiet, now soft-grey stone, Uluru stirred in 
defence. Loose flakes rattled down, making Andrew's 

Below: Ayers Rock. The Kangaroo's Tail is on the extreme left, a thin pencil of rock leaning against the main mass. Photo: Keith Lockwood 
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Above: Approaching The Kangaroo 's Tail in the early morning. The route climbed behind the flake and then 
broke out right, across the face , to gain the obvious groove/ drainage line . Photo: Keith Lockwood 

photographic work difficult, although his belaying was easy. 
In the first 150ft. there was no place for runners, and I 
belayed, still in a chimney position, to a bolt. Andrew led 
through into an identical pitch . 
Our situation was fantastic, and we revelled in our 
technically easy adventure up this mysterious and legendary 
rock. 
I passed Andrew, 300ft. up, swinging gently in his Whillans 
harness. But 50ft. above, Ngaltawaddi forced me out on to 
the less friendly, indeed quite inhospit9ble, face. After 
80ft. of nervy and unprotected slab work on the ubiquitous 
loose flakes, I reached the first good foothold on the 
climb, an 8" x ½" haven. I placed a welcome bolt. Way 
below, the ranger was conducting his morning excursion 
of the rock. His band of tourists suddenly grouped, 
pointing our way. 
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"You blokes get straight down from there." (Ranger, 
short-tempered.) 

"Can you hear me? Get down here." ( Ranger, uniformed.) 
" It's safer for us to keep going." (Us, reasonably .) 
"I don't give a damn about your safety, get straight 
down here!" (Ranger, armed.) 

Don't ask us why, but we went down. 

Ten months later, our travel-weary VW headed into the 
desert again, to settle unfinished business. In the last 850 
miles to the rock, there are only three tired, dusty little 
towns. The legend of the Centre is of a great barren plain 
beneath a blazing, relentless sun. The sun certainly is 
dominant, but the languid desert is far from sterile. Low, 
undulating hills of deep red sand break the horizon, the 
hills themselves being dotted with the tough, pincushion
like spinifex. At times, generally in mid-afternoon, stunted 
skeletal trees float above a shimmering plain of gibber 
stones. 

Above: Lockwood starts up behind the flake. Above right: Andrew Thompson moving out across the slabs to join the 1,000ft. groove line. 
Below right: Lockwood bridges delicately up the groove. 

This time we were prepared for the Ayers Rock ranger. Our 
gear was hidden under the seats, and an emergency lot was 
cached in the bonnet. My palms sweated as I signed into 
the park; Andrew chain-smoked behind dark glasses. Four 
thousand miles was a long drive, if we were recognized and 
thrown out again. We passed as tourists. 

Ouite early next morning, we drove to the rock, lights out. 
While I found and climbed the chimney in the cool desert 
night, Andrew parked the car at the tourist ramp. 

Pausing after four hundred familiar feet, we were treated to 
a superb sunrise as the desert woke, appearing almost 
translucent in the soft dawn light. Finches fluffed awake 
and skittered in the scrub way below, and a pair of eagles 
soared in effortless circles above the rock. 

New terrain now confronted us. Out on the flanks of the 
monster, the rock swept smooth and unbroken above and 
below, the exposure effectively stilling our exuberance. A 

1,000ft. water-scoured groove beckoned to the right, but 
was guarded by vertical walls, and Andrew ran out 150ft. 
of sustained and difficult climbing with one runner, before 
he reached a belay in the mental comfort of the groove. 
Over the centuries, occasional torrents have sculptured this 
huge feature into a series of vertical , dry waterfalls 
interrupted by stagnant pools. We bridged up this for six 
pitches, dispensing with belays. The theory was that if one 
of us came off, the other could brace himself across the 
groove. Fortunately, we didn't have to try it. 
As the angle rolled back we unroped, ignored the tourist 
gaze and, laughing hysterically, tore out of the place in a 
cloud of red dust. It had taken Ayers Rock exactly a 
hundred years to have a second route established, albeit 
secretly! 
SUMMARY 
Australia. Ayers Rock: The Kangaroo's Tail. An account of the 
first ascent in May 1973 by Keith Lockwood and Andrew Thompson. 
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Nuis Chimney- Solid State 
by Bill Skidmore 

The granite-peaked Island of Arran sits neatly in the broad 
and scenic Firth of Clyde, in noble contrast to the up-river 
industry which most people associate with this part of 
Scotland. A mere thirty-five miles as the crow flies from 
Glasgow city-centre, this most southerly of the major rock 
climbing areas in Scotland somehow remains to the side of 
the mountaineering scene, only to be visited on the odd 
occasion when places further north begin to pall. 
But then the boat service is all wrong for climbers, and so, 
to be honest, is the rock. Move away from the joys of the 
famous Rosa Pinnacle area and you meet grass and 
holdless granite traversed by unreachable ledges, all 
requiring a certain technique which prompts one to 
observe that successful Arran climbers are born, not made. 
Neglected in summer and ignored in winter, the island 
boasts many fine rock climbs and many more which are 
foul to a degree. The notorious Arran gullies are at the 
bottom of the heap with one possible well known exception 
- Beinn Nuis Chimney, if you like that sort of thing. 
The five hundred feet East Face of Beinn Nuis (pronounced 
Noosh) so attractive from afar, is where everything bad in 
Arran climbing can be found. The cliff takes the form of a 
great angle at the back of which the deep and narrow 
chimney bends up to just left of the pointed summit. The 
flanking walls, optimistically called slabs, are of nightmarish 
character and spend all their time quietly draining various 
liquids into the convergence. 
As a summer climb you will either love Nuis Chimney or 
hate it, depending on how you react to crumbling granite, 
slime and aircraft wreckage! Nevertheless it is a natural line 
and as such presents a real challenge to the type of 
climber who likes his route to be strenuous, hard and above 
all uncontrived, with the nature of the terrain of little 
importance. 
For me, happily, the question of merit no longer exists, 
since the discovery that under winter conditions this 
miserable slot in the mountain is transformed into a magic 
place of glittering ice, quite devoid of gloom. It is a 
splendid winter climb, a fact little appreciated even four 
years later. "It never snows in Arran" or "freak conditions" 
are the usual rejoiners to my hard sell approach. Neither is 
true. A few days of hard frost and conditions have arrived, 
snow being almost irrelevant. In fact the chimney has been 
in condition at least once every winter since our visit in 
1970. 

Another reason for the neglect is that the winter ascent just 
missed being included in the Arran Rock Guide and is 
unaccountably ignored in the later Islands of Scotland 
general guide. This obvious conspiracy proved so 
frustrating that the only possible solution was this article! 
The history of the chimney is interesting and worth some 
study. Harold Raeburn, naturally, had a look at it, c.1898, 
and even attempted the main cliff which was only climbed 
a couple of years ago with the aid of many pegs. But the 
event which caused a big stir in the mountaineering world 
at that time was the 'on sight' first ascent in August 1901 
by Baker, Puttrell and Oppenheimer. This epic is brilliantly 
described by Baker in his book The British Highlands with 
Rope and Rucksack, and by Oppenheimer in the S.M.C. 
Journal (Vol VII. No. 37 1902) . Both give hair-raising 
accounts of the way in which the trio were completely 

Left: The East Face of Beinn Nuis and the chimney on the day of the 
first winter ascent. The lean snow conditions gave no indication of 
the ample ice inside. The main face on the right was climbed in 1970 
(Right On, 610ft. , Very Severe, A2) . This and other photos: 
Bil! Skidmore 

fooled by the apparently easy nature of Arran rock and 
found themselves in serious trouble when they left the true 
chimney at two points for the hazards of the flanking cliffs. 
The same mistake is repeated today by some parties who 
fail to keep strictly to the chimney because some of the 
tunnels appear to be impassable. 

The next incident was a ghastly affair during the Second 
World War, when an aircraft full of American pilots going 
home on leave took off from Prestwick Airport in darkness 
and flew straight into the East Face of Beinn Nuis. Some 
wreckage remains embedded deep in the chimney and until 
recently had to be climbed over and under as part of the 
route. Live cannon shells can still be found, a fact which 
caused us some concern when we thought what would 
happen if we hit one with the ice-axe pick! 
The story goes that due to the stirring accounts of the first 
ascent and the spectre of the grisly air crash everybody kept 
well clear of the place until 1955, when W. C. Harrison and 
J. M. Johnstone at last made a direct and very severe 
ascent by keeping to the true chimney all the way. They 
used pegs on the first horrible slab pitch which the 
pioneers overcame by standing on top of each other. Since 
then earlier claims have come to light, including one from 
Paddy (Carnmore) Buckley who mentions an ascent in 1945. 
My first encounter came in the summer of 1968 when I 
emerged saturated and tattered from the exit tunnel, quite 
unable to decide if I had enjoyed the climb. My companion 
on that day was in no doubt and has never returned. It was 
then that the idea of a winter ascent began to make sense, 
as it seemed reasonable to assume that a chimney as deep 
and wet as this must build up ice to some degree, Gulf 
Stream or not. I decided to have a look anyway during the 
first big Clyde Valley freeze-up. The freeze arrived and off 
we went, Jim Crawford and me, half convinced it would 
be a waste of time. Staggering bad-temperedly through 
the powder snow in the corrie I was all for going home 
since things didn't look icy enough up above, but Jim came 
forth with the old "might as well have a look now" smooth 
talk and kept me moving. The doubts remained until we 
could see into the depths of the chimney, when the truth 
dawned on us - the entire bed was lined with thick 
water ice. 
Snapping awake, we cut up the notorious first pitch in 
minutes and laughed at the memory of using pegs on it in 
summer ; it was easy now. The next two very deep sections 
held an even thicker build-up and both involved going 
under huge icy chockstones into caves where we found it 
possible to cut holds round three hundred and sixty degrees. 
This was a new experience and we revelled in it. At one 
point the narrow hole under the boulder was so choked up 
that a few cubic feet of ice had to be chopped away before 
the cave could be entered. All this was hard work and hard 
climbing, yet somehow the exhilaration overshadowed the 
more usual fear and anxiety. 
After we'd gained the small snow-filled bay at half-height 
things eased off for a bit until the tight fifth pitch, 
where our mounting thoughts of victory were abruptly 
terminated. This short slot, climbed in summer by using 
lung power for body jamming, was coated with inch thick 
ice which reduced the vital friction to zero. With 
insufficient space to swing even my ice hammer, I was forced 
to try jamming, with the result that I repeatedly shot out on 
to the snow corridor and quickly became exhausted. The 
solution stared us in the face by way of a chockstone which 
begged to be lassoed, but fatigue or something concealed 
the idea from us and we reluctantly roped off for home. 
It was a full year before we managed a return visit, to find 
less but sufficient ice; once again we whooped our way up 
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Above: Jim Crawford squeezing through one of several icy constrictions in the chimney. Right: Bill Skidmore leading the elegant second pitch 
which finishes under the chockstone at the top of the picture. The strap-on Tricouni plates proved no better than crampons on this occasion. 

the first four pitches to our previous high-point, where right 
away the chockstone solution became apparent. It depended 
on a left-handed throw up the narrowest part of the chimney; 
it took a long time before we succeeded and only then by 
using a karabiner as a weight. Even with the rope in position 
for protection and the occasional pull we found this pitch 
exceedingly strenuous. 

When at last we both reached the constricted stance on top 
of the chockstone it became obvious that the next pitch 
would be serious. The ice had thinned out up here in the 
drier regions and powder snow was everywhere just to 
complicate things. Meanwhile, inevitably, time was pressing. 
I worked my way up back-and-foot, slowly gaining height 
and no runners. The constant fear of my feet skating off the 
ice-glazed granite concentrated the mind so well that the 
small cave under the final short overhang seemed to arrive 
sooner than expected . Jim reckoned I was busy for an 
hour! Surprised, I became aware of the exposure and 
thankfully managed to drive in a good peg for the last and 
terrible looking move. In fact it went comparatively easily 
once the good holds were located under the powder over 
the top. Jim thought this pitch was very hard and came 
close to looking impressed. 

The expected problems with the final tunnel failed to 
materialize and we crawled happily through to stagger on to 
the shoulder of Beinn Nuis overlooking the high frozen 
moorland away to the west. Triumphant and tired, but for 
once in no hurry since the first boat was next morning, we 
wandered down to the tent in Glen Rosa, enjoying the 
sights, before packing up for deserted Bradick and a 
luxurious night on the floor of a friend's cottage. The 
disgustingly early Monday morning 'death boat' allowed us 
to go straight into work for a very unproductive day, thus 
ending a memorable weekend . 
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Other good winter possibilities on Arran must be limited by 
the general lack of gullies or chimneys of the sustained 
Nuis type. However one place which might repay a visit is 
the grim North East face of Cir Mhor at the head of Glen 
Sannox. It is big enough and certainly wet enough. 
Ascents of A and C gullies, both unclimbed in summer, 
would give the place some respectability. Meanwhile the 
ridges are always enjoyable for scrambling along when they 
are under snow, and the celebrated A'Chir ridge becomes 
positively terrifying. Despite the poor winter boat service it 
could be that petrol shortages will force climbers in the 
West of Scotland to pay more attention to Arran in winter. 

In retrospect I think it right to point out that we didn't find 
our climb to be desperate in the usual sense of the word, 
even though Jimmy Marshall did include it in his 
controversial list of Scottish winter grade 5 routes. Hard 
and taxing it certainly was, yet so enjoyable that somehow 
everything else was forgotten on the spot. My own test of 
difficulty never fails: if I feel prepared to go back and 
repeat a Grade 5 then it isn't! I would and will repeat 
Nuis Chimney, but only in winter. 

SUMMARY 
Scotland. Isle of Arran. Beinn Nuis, East Face. An account of 
the first winter ascent of The Chimney by Bill Skidmore and Jim 
Crawford, 15th February 1970. Grade 4-5. The location of this route is 
recorded in Climbers· Guide to Arran published by the SMC and a note 
on the first winter ascent appears in the SMCJ, No. 161, 1970. 





The Kinder Scout plateau from above Edale. Photo: Shelagh Gregory 

The Battle for Kinder Scout 
by Dave Cook 

The problem of gaining and preserving freedom of access to crags and mountains is becoming acute in 
certain areas. Where access itself is unrestricted, mountaineers may still find their freedom threatened by 
increasing interference from sundry officials. In the United States, control over climbers' movements is in 
some areas already a common occurrence. In this article an historic mountain incident is recalled, one 
whose lessons are no less valid today. 

Kinder Scout is the wild heart of the Derbyshire Peak 
District: it is the final Southerly clench of the backbone of 
England. 
On every side of this area of 'outstanding natural beauty' 
industrial towns bristle. For the millions in the conurbations 
of Manchester, Sheffield and the West Riding, a short road 
or train journey brings these moorland fastnesses within 
reach . 'The Manchester Rambler' can be up and away 
before his Southern counterpart has reached the station . 
In 1932, although these moors lay on the doorsteps of 
many who considered them their birthright, they were owned 
by a handful of landlords, who had reserved these 
unrivalled acres for their own private enjoyment. A few 
score of very wealthy 'sportsmen' spent the autumn months 
slaughtering the grouse that flourish tHere. The local record 
for one day was 1,421 brace, shot by nine guns over the 
Broomhead Moors in August 1913. To make such carnage 
possible the people were excluded not only during the 
nesting and shooting seasons but throughout the whole 
year. 

In 1932, P.A. Barnes, author of Trespassers will be 
Prosecuted, a famous pamphlet campaigning for free access, 
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wrote : "Throughout the moorland areas in and adjacent to 
the Peak District (about 215 square miles) there are only 
about twelve footpaths." Ramblers and climbers were 
affronted by " Keep Out" signs everywhere, and small 
private armies of gamekeepers patrolled their masters' 
estates with forelock-touching earnestness. 

There is a long tradition of moorland walking among 
Manchester and Sheffield workers. At this time, tens of 
thousands of young people would hike from tram termini 
each weekend, bound for the Peak. As the dole queues 
lengthened, more and more turned to rambling as one of the 
few sporting activities they could afford . In 1932, there were 
66,000 unemployed in Sheffield . At a time when many 
were questioning the institutions and ideology of 
capitalism, the almost feudal restrictions on access to the 
moors were an intolerable outrage. 

Confrontations with gamekeepers became more frequent -
and more violent. Obviously working to instructions from 
the landlords, moorland patrols increased their vigilance, and 
the indignation of the ramblers escalated apace. As early as 
1923 the Manchester Evening Chronicle had contained an 
amazing Wild West style "wanted" notice. It showed two 



photographs of walkers on Kinder Scout, and underneath 
it read : "Kinder Scout Trespassers, £5 reward will be paid 
for the name, address and occupation of any of the persons 
represented in the photos. Apply Cobbett, Wheeler & 
Cobbett, Solicitors, 49 Spring Gardens, Manchester". 
Grandfather William Cobbett, the early nineteenth century 
radical , must have been squirming in his grave at the role 
his offspring were playing! 
The "Access to Mountains Bill" was first brought before 
the House of Commons in 1888, but its main clause, 
stating that " . .. no owner or occupier of uncultivated 
mountains or moorland shall be entitled to exclude any 
person from walking or being on such land for the purpose 
of recreation or artistic study, or to molest him in so 
walking or being," caused apoplexy among the 
predominantly Tory members. Successive attempts were 
backed up outside Parliament by the Ramblers' Federation 
and the Footpaths Preservation Society, whose campaigning 
went no further than polite petitioning and the holding of 
an annual rally at which ramblers were merely asked to 
support the actions of M.P.s and officials. By and large the 
predominantly middle-class leadership of these 
'responsible' bodies looked with some alarm at the 
increasingly bitter clashes between keepers and working 
class ramblers . 
In fact the idea of a 'mass trespass' seems to have first 
arisen at one of the camps organized by the British Workers' 
Sports Federation , held at the village of Rowarth in 1931 . 
This organization had been set up on the initiative and under 
the inflence of the Young Communist League, the 
Communist Party Youth Movement, and it presented the 
question of access to the hills in open class terms. A 
ramble from the camp, led by Benny Rothman, the 
secretary of the Lancashire Federation of the B.W.S.F. 
(and now a Trade Union Convener in a Manchester 
Engineering Factory) , who more than anyone can claim to 
have been the organizer of the mass trespass, was turned 
back by the keepers before the objective, Bleaklow Hill , 
had been reached. New plans were laid during the bitter 
and angry hike back. 
Rothman visited the Manchester Evening News on 
April 18th, 1932 and gave an interview to a reporter (who 
was later used as a witness by the prosecution that had 
Rothman convicted for his part in the events) , and next day 
the plans were headline news : " Mass Trespass over 
Kinder Scout", with suitably lurid references to "shock 
troops" and "assaults". The Sheffield Ramblers' Federation 
made its position quite clear: "We have nothing whatsoever 
to do with this demonstration of which we thoroughly 
disapprove. We do not consider these people to be bona 
fide ramblers." Those damn Reds even get under the 
heather! 
Unemployed like at least half of those taking part, Rothman 
and a friend cycled to Hayfield early in the morning of 
Sunday April 24th, the day of the trespass, to reconnoitre 
the proposed route. Had he been able to afford the train 
fare he would have been stopped at the station by the 
police with an injunction restraining him from taking part in 
the meeting at Hayfield Recreation Ground with which the 
demonstration had been advertised to start. Rothman 
estimated that the sunken playing field was a natural trap, 
and that the one-third of the full Derbyshire Police Force 
present in the village intended the meeting to be the start 
and finish of the day's proceedings. Word was immediately 
passed to the assembling ramblers to set off at once along 
the footpath to William's Clough, and the high moors 
beyond. Police desperately ran along the column to try and 
head it off, but they were too late. Unused to such 
exercise, a contingent of perspiring bobbies fell in at the 
rear. 
The delayed meeting was held in a disused quarry 
amphitheatre beside the path . Rothman scrambled on to a 
boulder and spoke to the crowd, now numbering about 600. 
He emphasized that they wanted an orderly and disciplined 
march . "Our grouse is against grouse", he said, "we are 
determined to trespass en masse everywhere where we can 
claim with justice to have a right to go." 
The crowd of young people wheeled eastward out of 
William's Clough, striking up the hillside towards the 
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Top: The map indicates the huge area of the High Peak, from which 
the walkers of the surrounding conurbations were barred or in which 
their freedom was severely restricted. Bottom: The route of the 
Hayfield marchers to the summit of Kinder Scout 2,088ft. Crossed
swords mark the spot where they confronted the gamekeepers. 

forbidden crest of Kinder. Spontaneously this unorganised 
and picturesque demonstration adopted self-protective 
tactics to prevent any arrests by the following police. At 
each stile the entire march would halt and only proceed 
when the last straggler was safely through. 
The keepers had anticipated this route and were waiting 
on the crest . What followed has passed into legend. A 
dozen or so keepers and specially enrolled villagers raised 
their cudgels. From the press reports one could be forgiven 
for assuming they were describing 'going over the top' in a 
First World War battle. The most 'accurate' of them was the 
Sheffield Independent: "Over the rough moorland men 
struggled and rolled down the steep slopes. Every minute 
it appeared that somebody would hurtle to the bottom." 
In fact a few brief scuffles were all that were needed to 
brush the keepers aside. One of them, Edward Beever, was 
injured, the occasion for later charges of grievous bodily 
harm. 
The ramblers had reached the summit plateau, sacred 
ground from which they had hitherto been officially 
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Above : Walkers mass at one of the protest rallies held at this time. Below : A cutting from The Sheffield Independent. The adjoining news-item 
ironically reveals the social conditions that many of the marchers were facing in the early ·thirties. 

THE SHEFFIELD DAILY INDEPENDENT, MONDAY, 25 APRIL, 1932. 
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excluded. A contingent from Sheffield who had 'trespassed' 
from Edale joined them for a victory meeting. They brought 
news that the roads to the east were lined with police, and 
it was decided to return by the same route. As they 
marched back the hills echoed to shout,s of "Down with the 
landlords and ruling class" . 
At Hayfield a line of police awaited them. Five ramblers 
were arrested and variously charged with unlawful assembly 
and committing a breach of the peace. 'Trespass' was not 
amongst the charges. The law had long since been repealed! 
The day's events were headline news, as were the trials 
of those arrested. Rothman conducted his own defence on 
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what amounted to the political platform of the British 
Workers' Sports Federation, but politics were brought into 
the case by the prosecution too. Much was made of a copy 
of the Communist Review found on one of the defendants, 
and the sinister discovery of a pamphlet by a "Mr. Lenin" 
was emphasized. "Is that the Russian gentleman?" asked 
the learned judge. Five of those on trial were members of 
the Young Communist League, and according to the 
Progressive Rambler, a magazine of the time, the jury 
consisted of "two Brigadier Generals, three Colonels, two 
Majors, three Captains, two Aldermen - and eleven of these 
were country gentlemen" ! Sentences ranged from two to 
six months, with one dismissal. 
Mr. Stephen Morton, secretary of the Sheffield Ramblers' 
Federation, was quoted as saying : "For many years we have 
been endeavouring to obtain access to mountains and 
moorlands by legitimate means. This move, on the part of 
the Lancashire people, would throw the whole thing back 
at least twenty years." The opposite was the case. The 
mass trespass gained the cause of free access to 
mountains more sympathetic publicity in one day than the 
Ramblers ' Federation had won for it in the previous thirty 
years. Demonstrations of solidarity with those jailed, and 
the organization of other trespasses, such as the 'Abbey 
Brook' march in September of the same year, carried 
forward the tempo of the movement . 
Many more battles were necessary before the Access to 
Mountains Bill was finally put on the Statute Book by 
Atlee's Labour Government, but it was " The Battle for 
Kinder Scout" that lifted the movement from the level of 
private members' lobbying to that of mass politics. Its 
memory still echoes whenever the right to ramble or climb 
is threatened. 

SUMMARY 
Derbyshire: Kinder Scout (2,088ft. ) An account of the mass 
trespass on the Kinder Scout pl ateau on April 24th 1932, whi ch d id 
much to establi sh freedom of access to British mountain country. 



Mountain Interview 

SIMONE. BADIER 
Simone Badier is one of the finest woman 
climbers in the world . At present a number of 
talented and determined female rock 
climbers are emerging in America, but few 
have made their mark in Alpinism in the way 
that Mme. Badier has. 

There is a great tradition of women's 
climbing in France, developed for the most 
part by Michelene Morin and her associates 
in the 'thirties. Other lady climbers have 
shone from time to time ; names like Paula 
Wiesinger, Loulou Boulaz, Yvette Vaucher, 
Daisy Voog and Sylvia Metzelin spring to 
mind. Almost invariably, however, they have 
established their reputations in a following 
role, as the weaker members of their parties . 

Simone Badier is different. From the start she 
proved to be a stronger and more determined 
climber than her regular companions and 
invariably took the brunt of the leading on a 
big route. In the course of her career she has 

Mountain: With whom did you start 
climbing? 
Badier: With my husband . We had very 
little to do at weekends, so we started going 
down to Fontainebleau, to the sandstone 
outcrops . 

Was your husband an alpinist? 

No, not at all . 

Did you meet other climbers at 
Fontainebleau? 
Not at first. We saw the circuits that are 
painted on the rocks there and started by 
climbing them. It was a catastrophe. But 
slowly we improved. I was climbing in tennis 
shoes and I managed to get my standard up 
to grade 3, until one day I fell off. I hurt 
myself a little with this fall and I was 
advised to get in touch with the Club A/pin 
Franr;ais, as they had people who would teach 
us basic techniques and how to use the gear. 
So that's really how I got into climbing. 

This was both you and your husband? 

Yes. We both joined the CAF together and 
went on their weekend meets, many of wh ich 
took place at Fontainebleau. 

Did they teach you how to use the rope? 

No, they simply gave us protection with the 
rope and we bought ourselves PA's and 
generally got ourselves better equipped, and 
started to climb better. We climbed for some 
time at Fontainebleau and then we met 
friends who introduced us to bigger cliffs, like 
those at Le Saussois. After that we stopped 
going on the CAF meets as we were already 
climbing above the general standard . 

You said you didn't learn much rope 
technique on those meets at Fontainebleau; 
did you lead at once when you got to the 
bigger cliffs like Le Saussois? 

No, I was led up the first climbs I did there, 
but the second time I started leading . 

What was the first route you led? 

It was a climb at Le Saussois, called the Dame 
de Mailly. It's quite easy, perhaps Easy grade 
4, and I have done it many times since. 

How long did you climb on these cliffs 
before you went to the Alps ? 

accomplished a string of fine routes that 
would bring credit to the record of any 
distinguished alpinist. Climbs such as the 
Philipp/ Flamm ·on the Civetta, the Vinazter/ 
Castiglione and Gogna (2nd ascent) on the 
Marmolata, the South Face of the Aig. du 
Fou and the Central Pillar of Freney all 
reveal her to be a climber of outstanding 
ability and determination. 

This year Mme. Badier visited Britain as part 
of a delegation from the Groupe Haute 
Montagne - France's elite alpine association . 
Despite poor weather, she climbed many fine 
routes and even dragged her companions out 
on the last (rainy) day to do Cenotaph 
Corner before they left. We caught up with 
her as she passed through London to catch 
a flight at Heathrow Airport ; Ian McNaught 
Davis conducted this interview with her as 
they weaved their way through the rush 
hour traffic. 

About two years . Then I went on another CAF 
meet to the Alps in 1964 ; we had two weeks 
at Chamonix where we did routes like the 
Forbes Arete and The Requin . 

When you started climbing, how did you 
compare with the men in terms of strength 
and ability? 

Oh, I found very quickly at Le Saussois that I 
could climb better than the climbers 
who took me there, and for that reason I 
started leading - just because I was better 
than they were . And they preferred this, as I 
could do the better routes. So they let me 
lead. 

Did you prefer to lead? 

No, but it became evident that if I wanted to 
do good routes I would have to lead them, 
because the group I was then with contained 
few people who were capable of leading 
these routes . 

What was this group ? 

It was called the GUMS the Groupe 
Universitaire de Montagne et de Ski. There 
were a few very good climbers in it and I was 
always very pleased to climb with them. 
We did some hard routes with me as 
second, so that I could go back later and 
lead them. 

After your first Alpine season did you feel a 
real urge to return ? 

Yes, but I started very slowly. In 1965 I went 
to the Alps with a friend, and we did some 
small routes. 

This wasn't your husband? 

No. He enjoys rock climbing, but isn't very 
keen on the Alps. My climbing partner on 
this occasion was a young man - a little 
younger than myself. 

Did you lead? 

Yes. He was a good climber and frequently 
led on Le Saussois, but when we went to the 
Alps he preferred me to lead because he 
didn't like the route -finding and he hated bad 
rock, so eventually it ended up with me 
leading all the time. 

Are you saying you had a feeling for where 
the route went? 

Well, I'll put it like this : I had a little feeling 
and he had none at all . 

That was the second season; what happened 
on your third? 

I really started to climb much better. I went 
to the Dolomites with Daniel Joye and we did 
some good routes - things like the Carlesso 
Route on Torre Trieste, the Gabriel / Livanos 
Route on the Cima Su Alto and the Brandler/ 
Hasse on the Cima Grande. We did a lot of 
other routes as well , but those were the 
hardest and I led on all of them. 

You obviously came to prefer leading 

Yes, that's right. I like to lead unless I am 
with someone who is evidently stronger at 
leading than I am ; but if my companion isn't 
as good as me I would rather be in the lead. 
But I enjoy alternating leads with someone 
of the same standard . 

Are you worried when you climb with men 
who are much heavier than you? 

Yes, I am afraid of climbing with heavy men, 
especially if they are over eighty kilos, as 
I would have difficulty in holding a fall. 

Going back to your third season: you did 
some good routes in the Dolomites, but you 
still hadn't tackled any of the big climbs in 
the Western Alps. 

No. I like climbing in good weather and 
during that season the weather was very bad 
at Cha mo nix, so I went to climb in good 
conditions in the Dolomites . I was really too 
impatient: I couldn't wait for the big snow 
and ice routes to come into condition ; I 
preferred to climb in the Dolomites and the 
Pre-Alps, where I could get something done. 
On the fourth season I was still climbing with 
Daniel Joye, but we did more things at 
Chamonix, such as the East Ridge of the 
Crocodile, the Roc - Grepon traverse and the 
East Face of the Grand Capucin . 

Routes like the Brandler/ Hasse and the 
Grand Cap involve a lot of aid. Do you 
prefer aid or free climbing? 

Obviously I prefer free climbing, but on the 
big artificial climbs there is often a great 
deal of atmosphere and very often they are 
extremely taxing. Anyway on limestone it's 
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very difficult to find high standard routes 
that are entirely free. For that reason I have 
done a large number of artificial climbs and 
put in as many as 120 pitons in a route. 

That sounds like a lot of work - didn't you 
get tired? 

Yes, I get tired like everybody else, but 
nevertheless I get up them ... 

I have the impression that initially you were 
climbing with a small group of friends quite 
separate from the main school of Alpine 
climbing. When did you really come into 
contact with the leading climbers ? 

It was progressive - my contact with other 
climbers - it really started after my first 
Dolomite season because that year most 
people didn't get anything done as the 
weather was so bad, but I spent a month in 
the Dolomites and did fifteen routes, so 
everybody was fairly impressed with this. 

Has there ever been an alpinist who has 
influenced you? 

No, really nobody influenced me and that 
was why I started off on the easier routes, 
always with the ambition of doing harder 
routes when I had got myself fit . That was 
why I started on easy snow and ice routes -
I understood rock, but I had to progress 
carefully on snow and ice. 

Which of the routes you have done did you 
find the most difficult? In fact, not only the 
most difficult, but also the most impressive 
and unforgettable? 

Oh, well, in that case it would have to be the, 
Central Pillar of Freney, which I did in 1971. 

What big mixed routes had you done before 
you did the Freney Pillar? 

Things like the Couturier Couloir, the Sentinelle 
Rouge, the Walker Spur and the North Face 
of the Aig. Blanche. I'd also been to Peru 
and done a lot of mixed and ice climbing 
there. 
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When did you become a member of the 
GHM, and who proposed you? 

It was Robert Paragot, in 1968. 

When did you first meet him? 

In Le Saussois. I remember it very well 
because I was doing a route called La Der. I 
was leading it and Paragot was leading 
another climb alongside, and he made several 
remarks about a woman leading such a route. 

When did you go on this expedition to Peru? 

That was in 1970, but I wouldn"t call it an 
expedition - it was just a few friends. 

Did you pay for yourself? 

Yes, but we arranged a very cheap charter 
flight. We went to the Cordillera ... it was a 
mixed party and we did several summits of 
between 5,000 and 6,000 metres. The 
following year I did the Freney Pillar, this 
time with Lucien Selig . Ifs a most beautiful 
route and very complex. 

You started climbing with different people at 
this stage? 

Daniel Joye really wanted to do rock climbs, 
but I wanted to do bigger mixed routes, so I 
started to climb with various people . 

Have you been to the Himalayas? 

No, but I would certainly like to go. 

Have you never lost your enthusiasm? 

No, I have never lost it. 

Up to now you haven't spoken about 
climbing with women. Have you any 
preference for male or female climbing 
partners - I'm speaking about big climbs, 
not just small cliff climbs? 

Up to now I have never done a Grande 
Course with another woman, only on 
classical routes like the Brenva Ridge and the 
traverse of the Aiguilles du Diable. For a 
serious climb I look for someone who climbs 
well , is strong, and is capable of doing the 

choui-nard /salewa crampo-ns 
Made by Salewa of Munich to Chouinard design 

climb. Therefore, because there are so many 
more men than women who can do these 
climbs, I have climbed exclusively with men. 

You're so French, it's fantastic - so rational, 
it's incredible. Have you ever fallen off? 

No, though once I was pulled off. I was 
climbing with coils in my hand, and my 
companion pulled me off. I fell about 25ft. 
That's the only time. 

Have you ever been afraid in the mountains? 

I'm afraid of bad weather, and there are 
certain routes that I would refuse to go on 
soley because the objective dangers they 
present are too great. I always try to 
minimise the risks on a big route and only 
agree to undertake calculated objective risks. 

Have you ever had any serious, 
unplanned bivouacs? 

No, always planned bivouacs and fairly 
comfortable. But I must add that I only start 
out on serious routes when there is a 
favourable weather forecast. 

What are your ambitions now? 

I would like to go to some distant mountains. 

Himalayas? 

Yes, or even to return to Peru. To do 
alpinism in distant mountains. 

Apart from this visit to the U.K., have you 
ever climbed with foreigners? 

Yes, I have climbed with Belgian and Swiss 
friends. 

But never before with English climbers? 

Not until this year: I climbed the North Face 
of the Grande Casse with John Wilkinson . 
This was a first British ascent I believe . 



Equipment Notes 
Edited by George Steele 

Comparison of friction belay techniques by U. I.A.A. at Andermatt. 

The M.S.R. Climbing Helmet 
Mountain Safety Research's new climbing 
helmet is now available in Britain. It 
represents a complete departure from British 
and Continental helmet designs, having 
several new features. 
The helmet is dome shaped and is designed 
to sit above the ears, so as not to interfere 
with the wearer's hearing. A small rim 
running round the helmet keeps the 
head further away from the rock, and gives 
slight extra protection against sun and rain . 
Protection against a blow on the top of the 
helmet is afforded by a webbing cradle, 
secured inside with six spring clips, which 
distort temporarily to absorb the energy of 
impact. Inside the rim of the helmet there is 
a 2½ inches deep by i inch thick expanded 
polystyrene headband cushion . This is 
intended to cushion blows from the sides, 
front and back. The manufacturers claim that 
the combination of this cushion, the small rim 
and the chin-plus-nape strap system will 
adequately protect the climber from the 

dangers involved in a tumbling fall (i.e. 
sideways blows, and the risk of tearing the 
helmet from the head). 
Because of the cradle/ spring system, it is 
necessary to have a space of at least 1 inch 
between the helmet shell and the top of the 

head. This should give good ventilation for 
the head, for although the normal air passage 
round the rim has been eliminated by the 
polystyrene headband, the problem has been 
answered by a series of 10 ventilation holes 
spaced around the upper shell. Unfortunately 
these could let in rain and driven snow but 
MSR provided a rather 'Heath-Robinson' 
answer to this problem by sticking some 
special adhesive tape to the top of the helmet. 
When it rains they advise you to cover the 
vent holes with the tape ; the head then 
presumably drowns in sweat instead. We 
are advised that "this tape is the only type 
that should be used as other tapes may mar 
the helmet's finish or even dissolve the 
polycarbonate resin from which the shell 
is made". 
One can just see the climber with his roll 
of sellotape watching horror struck as his 
helmet wilts like a Dali watching over the 
stonepitted second icefield . 
The MSR helmet is considerably lighter than 
comparable British helmets (18-21 oz) . 
It uses a soft adhesive foam under the 
sweatband to obtain a perfect fit on the 
head (this is supplied with the helmet). 
The cost is about £9.00, however, which is 
rather more than other models available. 

SOME THOUGHTS ON BELAYING 
The aim of this article is not to tell 
climbers how to belay, but more to point out 
some of the dangers inherent in bad 
belaying . Climbers who still wish to persist 
with nominally unsafe techniques will then 
at least have made a conscious decision to 
do so in full knowledge of the facts - a far 
happier situation than continuing bad habits 
in ignorance of improved techniques. After 
all, much of the attraction of climbing is in 
the risk. 

The Problem 
If the leader falls he will gain kinetic 
energy, the magnitude of which will depend 
upon his weight and the distance he falls . In 
order to arrest the fall, it is necessary to 
absorb this energy. If the fall is held on a 
static belay (i .e. where the rope is not 
allowed to slip) the energy absorption must 
be shared between the belay sling, the rope 
and the falling leader. The force in the 
belaying system will rise to a peak (possibly 

equivalent to ten to twelve times the 
climber's weight) and then tail off as the 
energy is absorbed. If this peak force 
exceeds the tensile strength of the rope 
then the rope will break. However, well 
before the breaking point of the rope is 
reached it is more likely that the force would 
exceed the strength of the belay or would be 
high enough to injure the falling climber 
seriously. The peak force is largely dependent 
on the length of rope available to absorb the 
energy of the fall, reaching a maximum when 
the height of the fall is double the length of 
rope available. 
This problem was appreciated many years ago 
and techniques of dynamic belaying were 
developed in an attempt to reduce the peak 
force in the system. The work of Ken Tarbuck 
in Great Britain, and Arnold Wexler in the 
United States, is noteworthy. In simple terms, 
the rope is a II owed to slip at the belay, thus 
converting some of the kinetic energy of the 
fall into heat energy by applying friction 
to halt the rope-slip, and also making 
available more rope to absorb the remaining 
energy. This will reduce the peak force to 
a lower, and therefore safer, value. However, 
in practice it is extremely difficult to slip 
the rope by the correct amount, without 
considerable experience and practice . If the 
rope is not slipped enough, then the peak 
force is not reduced sufficiently; if the rope 
is slipped too much, the falling climber 
continues his fall whilst the rope is slipping, 
and has a greater chance of banging into the 
rock face and suffering consequent injury. 
Herein lies the problem: limiting the force 
in the system, while also limiting the length 
of fall. 
The Solution 
There is no one simple solution to the 
problem posed above, but there are several 
ways of easing it. 
a. Correct rope. In holding any fall 
successfully, the rope will play a major role 
in absorbing the energy of the fall. The 
generally recommended rope for leading is 
No. 4 Hawser laid rope to B.S.3104, or 11 mm. 
diameter Kernmantel rope. Even better is 
double No. 3 Hawser-laid rope to B.S.3104, 
or double 9mm. Kermantel, since the use of 
double rope gives a far higher energy 
absorption. 

We stock: Karrimor, Troll, Vango, 
La Dolomite, Joe Brown, Stubai, 

and many other leading makes. 

Visit our new climbers' 
store in Macclesfield on 

your way to the Peak BECK CRAMPON STRAPS will NOT stretch! . . . 
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THE PENNINE CENTRE 
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==== BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS==== 
BOX.3061 • SOUTH BERKELEY • CALIFORNIA mmll 
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b. Safe use of double ropes. In the ideal 
situation, both ropes would be clipped into 
every runner. There are, however, many 
situations when it is safer to clip only one 
of the ropes into a runner. An exhaustive 
list of such situations would probably fill 
a small book, and here it is only necessary 
to indicate the principles involved. Clipping 
only one rope through a runner immediately 
halves the protection which a double rope 
can provide . Balanced against this are the 
needs to keep friction on the rope to a 
minimum (such as on meandering routes or 
round overhangs), the importance of 
protecting the second man (on a traverse 
followed by a vertical section) , and an 
assessment of the likely pull which will be 
applied to runners in the event of a fall. 
c. Sensible choice of belays. "A chain is 
only as strong as its weakest link." This 
oft-quoted saying is never truer than in 
climbing situations. There is little value 
in using a big strong rope and then 
attaching it to the rock with fiddling little 
belays. The belays used should be the safest 
available, and the belay slings should be the 
strongest practicable. If at all in doubt 
put on two or three separate belays, and 
never rely solely on your latest trendy nut, 
when there is a good block belay or sound 
chockstone alongside at the stance. It is 
most important to try to ensure that one 
of the second's belays is placed so that it 
will withstand a pull from above, which 
is the most likely eventuality if the leader 
is placing good protection. But remember, 
the runners may break or tear out and the 
resulting pull would then be downwards. 
d. Method of attaching the rope to the 
climber. This will not have an appreciable effect 
on the peak force during the arresting of a fall 
(unless some self-belaying technique is used, 
such as the Russian Abalakov method - see 
below), but it can greatly affect the way in 
which the load is transmitted to the 
climber's body. This has been appreciated for 
several years, as is shown by the number of 
belt and chest harnesses which have long 
been available. More recently we have seen 
the Whillans Sit Harness , and there are at 
least two combined chest/ waist harnesses 
available on the Continent. The latter combine 
both chest and sit harnesses into one 
resembling that worn by parachutists. In 
terms of spreading the load on the climber's 
body, tying directly on to the rope is probably 
the worst method, whether a chest or a 
waist tie is used. The position is much 
improved if a belt or chest harness is used, 
as the load is spread over a wider area of the 
body. Harnesses also allow greater comfort 
and flexibility in hanging-belay situations, but 
that is a side issue. 
e . Use of belaying devices. In the last few 
years several belaying devices have come on 
to the market. These aids provide energy
absorbing friction. However, it may take 
considerable practice to use one of these 
devices correctly. The friction is so effective 
on some of them that it is very easy to have a 
static belay, if the application of friction 
is incorrectly controlled . 

SUMMARY 
It is obvious that the problem can be eased 
if not entirely solved . There are, however, 
serious pitfalls which can be avoided by 
taking the precaution of practising one's 
belaying on a tree or a small crag . This 
will enable one to perfect the skills of 
dynamic belaying in a non-serious 
situation . All that is needed is a sack full 
of soil (or the wife or the mother-in-law) 
attached to your old rope to simulate the 
falling leader. Various Mountain Centres have 
more sophisticated equipment for such 
practice. Many people will be surprised how 
hard it is to hold falls of only a few feet ; just 
imagine holding a leader after a fall of twenty 



feet or more. Finally, if it needs mentioning, 
don't forget to wear gloves! 
British belaying methods and Con'tinental 
trends 
Traditionally, British climbers have attached 
themselves to the rope at waist level and 
have usually belayed the climbing rope 
round their body, using either the waist or the 
shoulder. This method gives a great feeling of 
'oneness' with one's climbing partner, and 
every move on the rope can be felt. If double 
rope is used, it also allows subtle 
adjustments to the slack as the leader or 
second deals with problematic parts of the 
route. 
Continental climbers, however, usually tie on 
at chest level and often use belays direct 
on to the mountain, round a block or through 
a karabiner clipped into a piton . Because their 
methods do not give good dynamic belays, 
several belaying devices have been developed. 
Recently the UIAA held a symposium at 
Anderman, in Switzerland, in order to test 
and compare the recent devices that have 
come into use. Climbers from various 
countries were asked to demonstrate their 
belaying techniques using a friction device, 
with the stipulation that, having arrested the 
load, they should be able to anchor the 
rope and walk away from the belay site . (In 
a real situation this would probably be 
necessary if the unlucky leader had been 
injured and the second needed to help him.) 
The diagrams and following descriptions 
outline what took place. For clarity, the 
harness has been simplified and the 
climber's belay has been omitted on all the 
drawings. A kernmantel rope was used in 
all cases. 
The UIAA intends to issue a detailed report of 
the findings of this symposium shortly, and 
I may comment further then. 
The Italian Hitch 
The attraction of this method is that it 
requires no special equipment : the rope is 
hitched to a large screw-gate karabiner, 
which can be attached directly to the piton or 
short sling, or can be attached to the 
climber's harness. The braking is performed 
by the friction of rope on karabiner and 
rope on rope. At Anderman the Italians 
held falls of up to thirty feet without any 
difficulty, using only one hand, ungloved, 
to hold the falls. The bad news is that the rope 
sheath is fused and burned during the 
braking action. Trials at Plas Y Brenin have 
shown that falls of as little as four feet 
burn the sheath. This method is therefore 
very cheap - unless you fall off! 
Hopf Device 
Named after its inventor, Dr. Hopf of 
Switzerland, this device is very similar to the 
Clog Figure-of-Eight. The only difference 
is when tying -off after a fall, or halting 
during an abseil. This is when the extra eye 
is used. It is claimed that this is a safer 

MUNTER 

method of tying -off than those used on the 
Clog and Munter devices. The Hopf device 
is widely available in both Switzerland and 
Austria. 

Clog Figure-of-Eight 
This device has been popular for several 
years as a descendeur, but few people are 
aware of its possibilities as a braking aid 
in belaying . At Anderman it performed well 
in the belaying trials and has the great 
attraction of extreme simplicity. 

Munter Egg Mk. 3 
Earlier versions of this device came with 
a twelve-page book of instructions. The 
latest version is even more complex so 
presumably the manual will be proportionately 
larger. Werner Munter, the designer, is 
a Swiss guide from Berne. He has spent 
several years studying dynamic belay methods 
and the Egg is the result of this work. 
Although it looks and is complex, the 
underlying principle is very simple, as is 
shown in the diagrams. It can be used in 
several ways, both as a belaying device and 
a descendeur, but one is forced to wonder 
if the essential simplicity of the method has 
been lost in its versatility. 

Sticht Belay Plate 
This belaying device is probably the one that 
is best known among English speaking 
climbers, and it is becoming increasingly 
widely used. Like all good devices it is 
simple and reasonably foolproof. There are 
special models for single and doubled rope 
of either 9 or 11 mm. diameter. At Andermatt 
the plate successfully held falls up to thirty 
feet without difficulty. The latest model 
employs a large coil spring, to facilitate 
paying out the climbing rope without the 
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karabiner jamming tight against the plate. 

Abalakov Device (Auto-belayer) 
This rather unusual device (similar in general 
principle to the MSR Auto-belayer) has been 
developed and manufactured by Vitale 
Abalakov, a Russian engineer/ mountaineer. 
His aim was to produce a method which did 
not rely for its effectiveness on the belayer's 
reactions. Moreover, it should also always 
work in the same, predictable, way. A 
fifteen-foot length of rope is attached to the 
leader's end of the climbing rope, threaded 
through the device and tied to the leader's 
harness. The spare rope is then stored in a 
pouch. The device is attached to the primary 
support point in the leader's harness with a 
karabiner. In the event of a fall the spare 
rope is drawn through the device, which 
exerts friction and dynamically brings the 
climber to a halt. Obviously, the climbing rope 
itself could be threaded through the device 
thus eliminating the linking knot. If the 
leader made a habit of falling however, this 
would rapidly wear out the end of his rope, 
whereas with the other method, the spare 
rope could be frequently replaced. The 
weakness added by having a link knot is, 
in theory, cancelled out by the dynamic 
advantages of a gradual arrest. 

Comprehensive notes were made of each 
trial and the amount of slip was measured . 
All the methods were satisfactory within the 
artificial limits of trial conditions. When the 
UIAA report is published, I will be able to 
give further comments on their findings. 

at the International School 
of Mountaineering 

at Leysin in Switzerland. 

pinlSM 
Write for details to: 

I.S .M. p.o. box 25, Leysin, Switzerland . 
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NewBooks 
Perrin finds Drasdo 's thesis 'a threadbare little statement' and backs the 
Mortlock gospel for Outdoor Education. 

RATIONAL IDEALS AND THE 
ROMANTIC ILLUSION 

In a review of the first edition of Harold 
Drasdo's Education and the Mountain 
Centres (see Mountain 24) , I expressed th e 
hope that it would provoke others into 
joining the debate on the values and 
objectives of Outdoor Education. After a long 
silence, the first rejoinder has appeared in the 
form of a pamphlet, Adventure Education 
and Outdoor Pursuits, by Colin Mortlock1. 
With a revised and enlarged second edition of 
Drasdo's paper in the press2, the time is ripe 
for a reassessment of the whole question, 
especially through the widely divergent 
viewpoints of the two writers. 
These are not the first publications to have 
been inspired by the Outdoor Education 
movement : there is a considerable, and 
remarkably unrewarding, body of literature on 
the subject, obsessively concerned with the 
three S's - safety, skills and certification . 
Outdoor Education today is mainly at the 
same level as primary education in 1900; it is 
lamentably backward. The first flush of its 
enthusiasm gone, it continues in the hands of 
inept and inadequately-trained teachers, with 
an unquestioning concentration on basic 
skills to the exclusion of all considerations 
of educational value. It has all the 
insecurity of adolescence and none of its 
energy. It comes as a timely relief to see 
two such weighty contestants as Mortlock 
and Drasdo entering the arena 
Colin Mortlock is Director of the Outdoor 
Pursuits course at the Charlotte Mason 
College of Education, in Ambleside . For six 
years before taking up this post in 1971 , he 
;3n the Oxford Outdoor Centre at Woodlands. 
During his Wardenship, he ran a radical and 
very successful experiment in Outdoor 
Education. He has a degree in Political 
History from Oxford, and qualified as a P.E . 
teach er at Loughborough, and had a spell as 
a P.E. teacher at Manchester Grammar. He 
has climbed since the early 'fifties, gaining 
considerable experience in Britain , the Alps 
and the Himalaya. He has been a top slalom 
canoeist, and is an experienced sailor. In 
short, he has experience in depth in his field . 
His pamphlet discusses the adequacy of his 
field as an educational medium, designed to 
foster mental spiritual and physical health, 
and to ease the integration of the individual 
into modern society. 
Harold Drasdo has been Warden of the 
Towers, an Outdoor Centre maintained by 
Wolverhampton Education Committee, for 
over ten years. Bradford-born, he began 
climbing in 1947, a young contemporary of 
Arthur Dolphin . He too is an experienced 
climber and has also written two guidebooks. 
His celebrated article Margins of Safety was 
well received on both sides of the Atlantic. 
Politically, he is a committed anarchist, his 
outlook essentially subversive, and yet he is 
a romantic to the core. The title of his paper, 
Education and the Mountain Centres, is a 
misnomer, his basic concern being the extent 
and depth to which aesthetic values can be 
injected into a description of the mountain 
experience ; he is obsessed with the 
mountain as metaphor. 

A stepping-stone argument? 
In reviewing Drasdo's essay last year, I 
commented on its direction and the way in 
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Above: Participants in a weighty word-exchange: reviewer Jim Perrin (centre) and pamphleteers 
Colin Mortlock (left), and Harold Drasdo (right). Photos: Ken Wilson and Bob Allen 

which it revealed the shortcomings in the 
established approaches to the work. The time 
has now come to examine the philosophy 
underlying his argument. I must state at once 
that I am disappointed by the areas he has 
chosen to expand in this revision. Forgetting 
for the moment his irrelevant title, the subject 
of the essay is neither particularly 
mountains, nor particularly men, but rather 
what exists in the space between . He attains, 
in fact, what he sets out to achieve: "a few 
glimpses of significant relationships bearing 
finally on the matter of this essay" . The 
intention of his essay is not the development 
of the intellect, nor of skills, nor of social 
integration ; it lies in an attempt to mould 
the mountain into an apt symbol of a 
broadening awareness of aesthetic values. 
And from time to time he does succeed in 
establishing interesting correlations . It 
would be difficult not to, given the range of 
reference he allows himself. One can only 
lament that the development of his argument 
should be so hidebound by the 'stepping 
stone· method of quotation. The reader could 
more easily follow his precarious balancing 
acts with the aid of comprehensive notes and 
a bibliography, but both are omitted . 
Once one penetrates beyond the fact that his 
range of reference is large and occasionally 
apt, his usage of it takes on a different 
aspect. To hoist him with the petard of his 
own obsession (mountain as metaphor) , one 
notes that the original example he sets as 
alternative to Snowdon, Carnedd Iago, is a 
rather desolate little moorland hump looking 
out to the higher, grander, sterner and more 
distant peaks of Snowdonia. Thus, too, his 
argument. However much it may be puffed 
with authority, rhetoric, hyperbole, preciosity 
and poetic inflation, it remains a rather 
threadbare little statement of the Romantic 
Illusion and the Intentional Fallacy. It 
attempts to employ the tools of literary 
criticism, but does so from such an ephemeral 
and nebulous standpoint that it is foredoomed 
to failure. To throw the Intentional Fallacy 
back in his face, I see no justification for 
his masquerading as an educationalist in this 
essay. At no point is there evinced the 
slightest real concern for the welfare and 
edification of those under his instruction. 
The lure of self-expression proves too strong. 
Even in his chosen sphere he proves 
inadequate to his task; his mountains are 
built on grains of sand : 

"Climbs interpret mountain faces. A climb is 
the most human relationship possible with a 
mountain face. Climbs amplify the persona of 
the mountain ." 
Or again: 
" ... it seems to me incontrovertible that 
climbs offer rewards very like those of works 
of art." 
Sonorous, yes, but meaningful . .. ? 
Re -examine his analogy of the climber as 
dancer, in the light of this comment : 
"The peculiar prestige of dancing over the 
past 70 or 80 years has, I think, much to do 
with the notion that it somehow represents 
art in an undissociated and unspecialized 
form ... Thus it is the emblem of the 
Romantic lmage."3 

The general tone of his work should be seen 
against this comment from Winthrop Young : 
"The feeling for mountains, ever since we 
have been made aware of it, and have 
yielded to it, is an absorbing passion . It can 
seize upon a youthful mind like an obsession, 
it can drive us to support our faith with 
evidences compelled to come in."4 
Which, with Drasdo's paper, is indeed th e 
case . If we set his final definition of 
beauty and freedom as subversive and 
anarchistic, against the same concepts as 
defined by, say, Aristotle and Rousseau, th e 
full extent of his singularly romantic bias 
becomes clear. It has no valuable part to 
play in the education of children . 

Social Progress and General Health 
The social philosophy of Rousseau is 
somewhere at the bottom of Mortlock's 
thesis, but so well-absorbed that it never 
shows its head. Mortlock's concern is 
directly with social progress and general 
health, but the qualities are implicit, never 
intrusive. His style is terse and meaningful; 
not a word is wasted, not a word is irrelevant. 
In twenty-four pages, he says more than 
Drasdo in three times that number. He has 
somehow kept his educational ideals, and yet 
reconciled them with a mature, reasonable 
and workable approach. His involvement is 
absolutely with Outdoor Education, in theory 
and practice, with training teachers and 
teaching children . His faith is centred on human 
qualities and human potentialities. Behind 
Mortlock's treatise lies a depth of considered 
and meaningful experience, which Drasdo's 
dilettantish melange of mountain 'litcrit' 
could not hope to encompass. Mortlock 
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investigates in depth, with a rigorous 
precision of insight, the standards, 
directions, ideals and basic working 
principles of his field . The handling and 
marshalling of his argument is powerfully 
controlled. Where some theme lies beyond his 
chosen boundaries, he points it out with 
justice and without pretension. He is 
painfully aware of the inadequacy of the 
present state of Outdoor Education. If his 
recommendations were to be adopted, no 
such inadequacy would exist. An adolescent 
has a natural yearning for adventure, he 
argues, but for various reasons this is not 
satisfied by Outdoor Education as it now 
exists. This frustration is both wasteful , and 
a stimulus or silent witness to socially 
damaging behaviour. A better state would 
exist, given better training, better 
organization, more cross-fertilization of ideas, 
greater flexibility, greater recognition and a 
greater awareness of the problems involved, 
both those of teachers and those of taught. 
Within this taut framework he contains a view 
of education infinitely expanding beyond the 
simple central idea of Adventure in Safety. 
The clarity, sincerity and simple dignity of 
his conclusion compels one to join him in 
this act of faith : 
"I see the almost incredible determination of 
the youngster both to put up with 
considerable discomfort and to overcome a 
challenge. I know from these experiences that 
whatever are the problems of our modern 
society, our younger generation can tackle 
anything if given both the opportunity and 
the education and guidance. 
It is our responsibility both as educators 
and as members of society to provide 
Adventure in Safety as a form of education 
for all young people." 

Required reading for teachers 
This paper should be a required and 
examinable text in any College of Education 
offering courses in Outdoor Pursuits, for it 
is with them that the future of the field 
lies. I know of only two courses in the 
country which are in any way adequate to 
their task ; that of Mortlock in Ambleside, and 
that of John Brailsford at the Normal College 
in Bangor. This reflection is a sad one, but at 
least we can thank Mortlock for defining the 
problems and offering the solutions so 
clearly, It is unfortunate for Drasdo that he 
invites comparison with the strength of 
purpose and simplicity of expression 
belonging to Mortlock. I can only add the 
hope for Drasdo's work that if he is to 
contribute anything of further value to this 
debate, he will discard the trappings of a 
misconstrued literary criticism, spurious 
argument and precious terminology, that he 
Will rid himself of the veils of those 
mountain mists and romantic illusions, cast 
off the umbrella of his aesthetics and pare 
down his thesis to those first principles 
which are compatible with the reality of the 
situation. Hopefully, along with his concept 
of beauty, he will take into account those 
human qualities which are placed alongside 
beauty at the core of Mortlock's argument -
truth and happiness ; two qualities which 
~ork for the good of humanity, and which, 
in_ Drasdo's paper, are almost totally ignored. 
Jim Perrin 

Letters 
R.A.F. Mountain Rescuer says MIC scheme is 
11grotesque 11 and 11baffling I#. Ranger hopes 
climbers will heed new Yosemite philosophy. 

In search of the MIC 

from Robert Blyth 

Dear Sir, 
I would like to discuss some of the trends in 
mountain training and advanced certification . 
There was a time when the mountains of 
Britain were travelled and climbed for 
pleasure. Profiteering was confined to the 
hill farmers, deer stalkers and poachers. 
Not so now, alas! The mountain areas are 
prostituted for a large number of reasons. 
The mushroom growth of Outward Bound 
Centres and similar establishments since the 
early 'sixties has introduced thousands to the 
hills. While one cannot but applaud their 
achievements, one can certainly question 
their motives. Should the hills be used for 
mass character-building? Does a mountaineer 
who creates a profit-making situation in his 
chosen vocation not debase himself and that 
vocation? 
How many instructors in the various centres 
still enjoy the freedom of the hills as they 
walk along their syllabus routes, trailing 
their quota of novitiates behind them? On 
their backs they carry heavy packs containing 
all the recommended items for complete 
safety; sometimes they even have a radio link 
with base . 
And what about the youngsters? Is the high 
point of their outdoor life to be a top-roped 
Mod, or a three-day camping trek? 
Admittedly, some presumably come back to 
find the hills for themselves, but I wonder how 
many? To cater for the increasing mass
invasion of the high places, the Administration 
Centres of Britain, having received many fatal 
reminders of what mountains really are, have 
embarked on a voyage of certification -
namely, the M LC and the MIC. 
The M LC is a lightweight attempt to introduce 
some form of standard to improve leadership 
and safety. In this it has been fairly 
successful and can be welcomed . However, 
the MIC or, to give it its full name, the 
Mountain Instructor's Certificate, has brought 
a degree of technicality which is baffling . 

How many climbers are in pursuit of the 
MIC? With all its intricacies of technique and 
advanced ropework, it presents a grotesque 
reminder of paper attainment. Do we really 
need to carry fourteen screw-gate karabiners 
to effect a rescue? It stresses techniques 
that have little chance of ever being used, 
and all in the search for complete mountain 
safety. Everyone, I think, welcomes positive 
moves towards mountain safety, but the 
techniques of the MIC seem to be merely an 
end in themselves. No doubt, once the 
acolytes have mastered the present syllabus, 
further items (such as the ability to winch a 
carrot up Cenotaph Corner from an inverted 
stance on bat-hooks) will be added to the 
tests. 
Years ago, when a hard climber walked into 
the bar, he was referred to as a "VS man", or 
even more. I admit that nowadays it is more 
usual to hear: "That's so-and-so who 
downgraded the only VS I can do, to Severe". 
Is the holding of the coveted MIC now to 
take over the respect that once went with 
leading hard climbs? If so, how are we to 
address that inner circle who hold the MIC? 
Yours etc., 
Robert Blyth (RAF Mt. Rescue, St Athan) 

The environmental problems of Yosemite 

from Mead Hargis (Park Ranger and climber ) 

Sir, 
In preparing for next year's climbing 
season in Yosemite, I am interested in 
talking with anyone who has some input on 
anything related to climbing in Yosemite . 
If you are in this position, I would like to 
rap with you. If you have a complaint, or 
want first-hand information other than 
rumour about any climber-related happenings 
in Yosemite, or want to know about the 
climbing here, I urge you to drop by my 
tent any time . I will do my best to help you, 
and if I can't I will arrange for you to see 
someone who can. A more qualified 
representative than myself of Park Service 
feelings is Valley District Ranger, Jim Brady. 
Both he and other rangers would be 
complimented by your dropping by to talk at 
the ranger office. 
I personally feel that the Park Servi ce and 
related organizations are now attempting to 
deal with the impact of people, and 
particularly their vehicles, on Yosemite. A 
study is being made of visitor usage patterns 
so that a public transport system may be 
designed to replace private vehicle use. In 
the philosophy of the walk-in camp ground 
(Camp Four and Yellow Pines) I see an 
attempt to provide camping alternatives to 
motor vehicle camping. I would not like to 
see Camp Four and the climbers become a 
stagnant pool in this new philosophy. I hope 
they will rise to offer their creative and 
sensitive energy to this endeavour. 
I would like to see more communication 
among climbers, and would suggest the 
following areas as possibly provoking fruitful 
dialogue between climbers and the Park Service. 
(1) What should the climber profile be in 
Yosemite? Climbers do, at times, overstay 
the camping limits. Do climbers have a 
responsibility to maintain a low profile, to 
contribute to the maintenance of the Park 
and to remain inconspicuous? ' 
(2) Climbers and others stay for long periods 
in Camp Four, knowingly keeping weekend 
visitors from having a place to stay by 
occupying most of the camp-sites. 
(3) Walk-in camp-grounds are the fore
runners to a valley without cars. Input on 
management, policy, size, usage and over
usage is needed to make them work. 
This is a personal view from one who wishes 
to stimulate discussion. It does not 
necessarily represent the views of the Park 
Service. 
Sincerely, 
Mead Hargis (Box 832, Yosemite Valley) 

Southern Mountaineering present 

DON WHILLANS 
lecturing on 

Mountains of the 
Lost World 

The North Prow of Roraima, Conan Doyle's Lost World 

The Guildhall , Winchester, 
Tuesday, 12 March, 8 p.m. 

All tickets unreserved: 50p, 60p, 70p 
from Messrs Whitwams, Winchester. 
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mountaineering 
equiarnent 
suppliers 
The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski - ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA UNITED KINGDOM 

A.C.T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenu e, 
Civic (C) (S) . 
Tel. 47.8949. 

N.S.W : Chatswood 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd . (C) , 
399 Victoria Avenue. 
Tel. 412.3372. 

N.S.W: Crows Nest 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
P.O. Box 703, 
17A Falcon Street, 2065 (C), 
Tel. 439.2454. 

N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd. (C), 
222 Pacific Highway. 
Tel. 476.3242. 

N.S.W: Penshurst 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty . Ltd. (C) . 
3 Bridge Street, 2222. 
Tel. 579.5965. 

N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S) . 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's 
Odin Equipment Company,1 
P.O. Box 12, Toowong, 4066. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty. Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. (C) (M) (S). 

CANADA 

Calgary: Alberta 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N .W., 41. 
Tel. 403.283.5551 . (C) (M) (S). 

Ottawa: Ontario 
Blacks Outdoors Store, 
225 Strathcona Avenue, 
K1S 1X7. Tel. 613.235.1461. 

Vancouver: B.C. 
ABC of Canada, 
1822 West 4th Avenue, 9. 
Tel. 604.731.4018. 

EIRE 

Dublin 
The Mountain Hut, 
19 South King Street, 
Dublin 2. (C) (M) . 
Tel. 01 .781358. 

NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Oscar A. Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 1. 
Tel. 74.646 
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Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street, 
Tel. 0224.26952. 

Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S) . 
Tel. 0224.20157. 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S ). 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace . 
Tel. 024.882.401 . 

Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S) , 
7 Snowhill, Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd . (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Pindisports (S), 
27 / 29 Martineau Square. 
Tel. 021.236.9383. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S) , 
117 Bradshawgate. 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674. 
Brentwood 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0277.221259. 
Brighton 
Sports and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 

Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
138 Western Road (S) (M) 
Tel. 0273.26874. 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road . 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Broughton-in- Furness, Lanes. 
Mountain Centre, 
Brade Street. Tel. 461 . 
(open until 8 p.m.) 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre, 
22 High Street (C) (M ). 
Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham (M) (S), 
Mountain Centre. 
Tel. Capel Curig 232. 
Cardiff 
U.D.A. Mountaineering, 
52 Cowbridge Road East, 
Canton . 
Tel. 0222.22710. 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01 .688.2667. 
Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington ) Ltd . 
29 High North Gate (C) . 
Tel. 0325.2390. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 . 
Derby 
Prestidge (S) , 
350 Normanton Road . 
Tel. 0332.42245. 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. 
Tel. 0302.67755 (C) (S). 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street ( M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 -2. 
Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso (M) , 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031.556.1723. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S) , 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 . 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245. 
Glasgow 
Greaves (S) , 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041 .221.4531 / 2. 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports (S), 
47 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M) . 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684). 
Hull 
G. F. Stocks & Co. Ltd. 
Camp Centre, 
61 Spring Bank. 
Tel. 0482.20134. 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524. 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610. 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.23045. 

Leicester 
Camping Continental, 
Watling Street, Hinkley. 
Tel. 04553. 32625. 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S) , 
105 London Road. 
Tel. 0533.25235. 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M ) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1. 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 
London 
Pindisports, 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.242.3278. 
London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01.992.6642. 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd ., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01 .723.5252. 
London 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2 . 
Tel. 01 .839.1722. 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
309 Brampton Road, S.W.1 . 
Tel. 01 .584.7766. (S) (M). 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, (Camping & 
Caravan Distributors Ltd) , 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167. 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S), 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 834.0161 . 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C), 
15 Station Road. 
Tel. 061 .748.6408. 
Manchester, Eccles 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co .. 
112 Liverpool Road . 
Tel. 061 .789.6044. 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S ), 
227 / 229 Westgate Road. 
Tel. 0632.23903. 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0632.23561 . 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
1 Canning Circus . 
Tel. 0602.47230. 
Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705.29410 



Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793. 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.56018. 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 . 
Shipley 
p & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road, 
Tel . 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Base Camp (C), 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 
Teesside: Middlesbrough 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road, 
Tel. 0642.48916. 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros. {C) (M) (S), 
35 Market Place. 
Tel. 021.556.0802. 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S), 
Tel. 021.553.1670. 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012. 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

UNITED STATES 

Arizona: Flagstaff, 
Grand Canyon 
Village Sports Den, 
116 South Beaver, 86001. 
Tel. 602.774.2271. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 
94705. (S) (C). 
Tel. 415.548.1371. 
California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel. 415.845.8600 (S) (C) (M). 

California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. (C) {M). 
Tel. 408.374.7777. 

California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A16-2. 

California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7183 North Abbey Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). 

California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S) . 

California: Goleta 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering, 
330 S. Kellogg, 93017. 
Tel. 805.964.5714. (C) (M) (S) . 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 . 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 

California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd ., 90631 . 
{C) (M) (S). Tel. 213.691.5919. 

California: Lancaster 
Dan's Skiing and Mountaineering, 
1 069 West Ave. K, 93534. 
(C) (M) (S) . 

California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O . Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.934.2423. 

California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6913. (C) (S) . 

California: San Diego 
San Diego Ski Chalet and 
Mountain Shop, 
4004 Sports Arena Blvd ., 
93401 . (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 714.224.3439. 

California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews 
Sporting Goods, 
443 12th Street. (C) {M) (S) . 
Tel. 714.232.2167. 

California: San Luis Obispo 
Mountain Sports, 
858 Higuera Street, 
93401. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 805.544.7141. 

California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering, 
3036 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083. (C) (M) (S). 

A top quality kernmantel rope, long established on the continent and now 
increasingly sought after in Britain . Excellent handling properties, very 
high break strains and some great colours. U.I.A.A. Seal of Approval. 
Immediate delivery to your dealer from large stocks. Leaflet on request. 
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troll the name you can trust 
Spring Mill, Uppermill, Oldham OLJ 6AA 

California : Santa Maria 
Mountain Transit Authority, 
223 So. Broadwny, 93454. 
Tel. 805.922.8271. (C) (M) (S). 
California : Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 
91356 (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 213.881 .5111. 

California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
Chouinard Equipment Company, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.3528. 

California : West Covina 
Alpine Country, 
1629 W. Garvey Avenue, 91790. 
Tel. 213.962.4311. {S) (M) (C). 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 
80302. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 303.442.8355. 

Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. (S) (C) (M). 
Tel. 303.377.2783 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 
80517. Tel. 303.586.2440. 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
118 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) . 
Colorado : Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd ., 
80227. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303.986.5541 . 

Colorado : Louisville 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc ., 
931 Main Street ( Box 151, 
Dept. M) . {C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303.666.6650. 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall, 83704. 
Tel. 208.376.3731 . (S) (C). 

Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
329 N. Main 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. {C) (M) (S). 

Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122. 83353. (S). 
Tel. 208.726.3808. 

Illinois: Chicago 
Turin Bicycle Co-op, 
North Park, Ltd., 
1932 North Clark Street 60614. 
Tel. 312.944.3800 

Illinois : Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832. (C) ( M ) (S). 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue 
02215. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 617.254.4250. 

Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue, 55403. 
Tel. 612.336.3884 

Montana: Red Lodge 
Mountaincraft, 
Main Street, 59068. 
Tel. 406.446.2393. 

N.H. North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 603.745.2767. 

New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc. 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
(C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 716.837.3300 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, N.Y. 12561. (S) 
Tel. 914.255.1311 . 

New York : Ogdensburg 
Thomas Black and Sons 
(Ogdensburg) Inc., 
930 Ford Street, 1 3669. 
Tel. 315.393.5704. 
(Mail Order only) . 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206 323.8333 (C) (M) (S) . 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow·s Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 98105. 

Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 
99220. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 509.328.5020. 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gocham, 53703. 
Tel. 508.251.9059. (C) (M) (S) . 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. (C) (M) (S). 
( P.O. Box 1533), 83001 . 
Tel. 307.733.3595. 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

5-7 DALMALLY STREET, GLASGOW G20 6SB 

(at 439 Maryhill Road) 041-946 9200 

Salewa 
Clog 
Stubai 
Troll 
Karrimor 
Inter-Alp 
Cassin 
Kastinger 
Dachstein 

High range 

Sports 

CLIMBING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS 

Buses to Queen's Cross 

From St. Enoch's Sq. 61, 18 

From George Sq. 60 
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Eq11ipment I or Alpinists 

Climbs situated in the middle 
of a tropical rain forest call for 
one vital piece of equipment
a good waterproof. That's why 
the lads chose CAGJACS 
for their Roraima expedition. 

G and H Products, Birstall, Batley, Yorks. 
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Courtesy of the Observer 



Just arrived from abroad 

Keswick 
Cumberland 
eswick 72178 
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for winter 
FROM 

joebrown 

ICE HAMMERS 

AXES 
A short axe, a hammer 
axe and front point 
crampons, make a good 
combination for the 
latest techniques of 
climbing steep ice. 

We can supply you with all 
the equipment necessary for 
modern winter climbing. 

CHOUINARD / FROST £9.40 
INTERALP TRIOLET 3.20 

ASCHENBRENNER 10.95 
(Hickory shaft-highly 
recommended for general 
mountaineering) 

CHOUINARD/ FROST HICKORY 
shaft 13.75 
CHOUINARD / CLIMAXE 7.25 
THECURVER 11 .75 
CERRO TORRE METAL 12.75 
MclNNES METAL 12.75 
TERROR DACTYL 12.75 

Also full selection of CRAMPONS, ICE PEGS, 
ICE SCREWS, DEADBOYS, etc. 

DUVETS 
A good down filled 
duvet makes winter 
climbing much more 
comfortable. Down is 
becoming increasingly 
expensive so it is 
wise to buy as soon 
as you can. 

EXPEDITION 
FRENEY 
BRENVA 
BERNINA 
REDLINE 
SNOWLINE 
ANNAPURNA 
CERRO TORRE 
DOLOMITE 
DOWN SWEATER 
BANCROFT 

£38.30 
29.90 
22.85 
17.40 
33.70 
28.50 
25.60 
19.50 
18.95 
10.50 
24.54 

MAIL ORDER enquiries welcorre. Prompt service. 
Orders over £15 post free. Hammers, Axes, Crampons add 35p 
postage. 

from JOE BROWN, Dept. M, Menai Hall, Llanberis, Caerns. 
Telephone : Llanberis 327 

Also at The Climbing Shop, Capel Curig, Caerns. 
Telephone : Capel Curig 205 

RESTORE YOUR SOLE 
One Week Service on Vibram a 

RR Boot Repair 

~.=: == ~ 
~-~ 

mountain traders 
1702 Grove St., Berkeley, California 94709 (415) 845-8600 

Allan 
Austin 

MOUNTAINEERING E(}UIPMENT 

Full range of Skiwear, Climbing 
and Mountaineering Equipment 

Permanent display of 
lightweight and 
mountain tents 

Open until 8pm Friday 

No parking restrictions 

Send for free mail-order list 

Jacob Street Mills, Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road, Bradford 5 

~ Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain M agazines Ltd. c/ o 56 Sylvester Road, London N.2. 
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Dougal Haston, Karrimor Alpine Technical Adviser, th man f 
Annapurna South Face, Everest South. West Face and Eiger Direct. 

arrimor equipment, climbing sacs, gaiters, overboots, packframes 
d tents, are distributed in 20 countries and have been used on 
e follow· g exped itions:-

1970- Annapurna South Face 1970- British Soviet Caucasus 
1971- International Everest Exp{Kiition 1971 - New Zealand 
Patagonian Expedition 197(1/71 - British Patagonian Expedition 
1972 - British S.W. Face Everest 1973 - Italian Everest 
Expedition 1973 - Japanese S.W. Face Everest 1973- Italian 
N.W. Face Annapurna 1973 - British Dhaulagiri IV Expedition 
1974 - Austrian Makalu Expedition 1974 - Anglo-Danish 
(S. Face lngolfjeld, Greenland) 1974 - British Torre Egger 
(Patagonia). 

Our '74 catalogue s out to describe prodypts and technical 
features in non "glo y mag" lang4age. l'Jfire are written 
commentaries by Do gal Haston and Ed Drummond . If you 
would like a copy, write tQ:-

•KARRIMOR' M1 . Avenue Parade, Accrington B85 6PR, Lancashire, England 
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