


BECK CRAMPON STRAPS 
(profess iona l model). 
The only str.i.ps for today's mountain man , 
straps that never freeze up or stretch 
and give great ankle support. 

KARRIMOR PINNACLE RUCSAC 
New construction for 74, canvas back , 
nylon front , double base and ice axe 
attachments. One of the most sought 
after day sacs. 

DACHSTEIN MITTS. 
Still the best. I00 °,o wool shrunk down 
to an almost windproof, wonderfully 
warm mitten . 

SALEWA CRAMPONS. 
Adjusta bl e, art icu lated crampon , 
excellent for clim bing and walking. 

CHOUINARD/FROST ICE AXE, 
The axe that has revolutionised ice 
climbing, nickel chrome-moly steel , 
straight adze, slim curved pick (ash or 
laminated bamboo shafts available) . 

KARRIMOR GAITER. 
Canvas for comfort, zip at back for 
convenience. 

SALEWA " WARTHOG" DRIVE-IN 
SCREW-OUT ICE SCREWS. 
A unique construction , easy to use , very 
popular ice screw. 

GALIBIER FITZROY MOUNTAIN BOOTS. 
An excellen t not too heavy one piece 
upper mountain boot. Jannu sole with 
block toe. 

Ellis 
Brigham 

Manchester 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 
Manchester, M4 3FU 
Telephone 061-834 0161 

Liverpool 
73 Bold Street, Liverpool 1 
Telephone 051-709 6912 

Cornwall 
Market Jew St Penzance Telephone 5828 

Snowdonia 
Capel Curig Telephone Capel Curig 232 

Bristol 
162 Whiteladies Road, Bristol 
Telephone Bristol 311157 

Postal Dept Wellington Place, Liverpool Rd, Manchester Tel 061-833 0746 

None of that old washing-line/ wellies crap, 
call in at Tankey's Sheffield, 

and check the place out sometime - they 
stock all the right gear. 

BRYAN STOKES 
9 CharlesStreet,Sheffield. 

Tel.0742.27525 
write now for our new cata logue 
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BOMB SHELTER 
T .M. 

Another Jensen creation. Exceedingly 
stable two man tent. It doesn't flap in 
the wind . .. it hums. 

Send for free mail order brochure. 

Box E, Snoqualmie, Wa. 98065, U.S.A. 

COOKS 
ADVENTURE CLUB 

TREKS 1974 
Holidays with a difference - holidays that present something of 

a challenge as well as a rewarding experience. Each trek is 
designed to take you to some of the world's more out-of-the-way 

places. Here' s a selection. All trekking arrangements will be in 
the capable hands of Col. Jimmy Roberts of Mountain Travel. 

A look into 1974: 
8 Feb-3 March, 'Roof of Africa'-a chance to walk, not climb, 

to the Lenana Peak of Mount Kenya ... and to the top of Mount 
Kilimanjaro, with a descent into the crater, plus a rest at Vanga 
on the coast and drives through Amboseli and Tsavo National 

Parks. £485; 28 March-24 April, 'Darjeeling, Sikkim & Bhutan'
an opportunity to trek, walk or merely 'stay-put' in Darjeeling, 
followed by a ro-day tour of Sikkim and Bhutan, also visits to 

the Taj Mahal and Khajuraho ... led by Tony Schilling, 
: Curator of Kew's Arboretum at Wakehurst Place. £525 

31 October - 10 December: Mount Everest Trek, 
This trek through the foothills of the Himalayas is really one for 
the more experienced mountain walkers. But it is very popular 

and gives a real sense of achievement. From base camp you will 
gaze at mighty Everest .. . . reward enough. £520. 

23 November - 18 December: Lake Rara Trek. 
From Jurnla in West Nepal you will trek north through superb 

hill country of pine forests and pastures to Lake Rara - the 
largest in Nepal. The country is little known; magnificent 

mountain views abound. £490. 

For further information and free broadsheets, 1974 tours, 
apply to Mr. P.H. Delves, Cooks Adventure Club, 

45 Berkeley Street, London W1A 1EB. Tel: 01-499 4000, Ext. 633 

Allan 
Austin 

MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

Full range of Skiwear, Climbing 
and Mountaineering Equipment 

Permanent display of 
lightweight and 
mountain tents 

Open until 8pm Friday 

No parking restrictions 

Send for free mail-order list 

Jacob Street Mills, Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road, Bradford 5 



ltimate 
equipment 

s to extremes 

Ultimate shell clothing 
Ultimate climbers helmet 
Ultimate lightweight tents 

UK-Ultimate Equipment, Wark worth, Morpeth, Northumbe 
· USA-Royal Robbins,Mountain Paraphernalia,906 Durant St, 
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f .#~-#'111J'en I Polar Suit. 
A new and better way of dressing 

-for climbers and ramblers! 
These garments combine comfort and warmth with 
full freedom of movement when climbing or walking 
in the hills - even in driving snow and temperatures 

far below zero. 
The Helly-Hansen Polar Suit replaces the many 
layers of clothing previously used in low tempera
tures. The soft pile is worn next to the skin and re
sults in an insulating layer of air which provides 
healthy and dry warmth. If worn underneath wind
and waterproof outer clothing, it keeps the wearer 
warm under the most severe conditions without 
restricting his freedom of movement. Moreover it is 

extremely hardwearing and durable. 
Helly-Hansen Polar Suits are available as One

piece Suits, Pullovers, Jackets and Trousers. 
Helly-Hansen Fibre Pile Socks and Mittens 

with the same outstanding warmth properties · 
complete the outfit. 

The Helly-Hansen Fibre Pile garments are 
the obvious choice of all who want to 

be warm and comfortably dressed. 

v.,., #,/h~ -#llllJ'M ,.,., I J 
- =r- of .Vorway 

Polar Suit 
Helly-Hansen (UK) Ltd. 
12, Ronald Close 
Kempston, Beds. 
Tel.: Kempston 2611 



COME CAMPING, CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURY. Tel. 021-556 0802 

½ mile from M 5 & M6 (& M1 from Dec. 71 ). Ample free parking, list 
of routes and street map free (We also have an indoor Ski School). 

THE BIG MOUNTAIN COUNTRY U.K. A """'"' °"""'oo) ;, w>•• """'" ,;,a "' ,rom """""""""" base in a large country house we run courses for SMLTB, rock-
climbing, general mountaineering and rescue - all year. 

LOCH Ell CENTRE 
by Fort Will iam, Inverness-shire Tel. Corpach 320 

~AHO MOHD HIVIH IUD~ ~ 
KENYA'S OUTDOOR CENTRE 

Base for climbing Mt. Kenya 

Transport, Equipment and Porter Hire service. 

Mountain Club of Kenya hut bookings. 

For bookings and details write to:-

The Manager P.O. Box 18, Naro Moru, Kenya 

WEST ROSS CLIMBING SCHOOL 

Rock, Ice and Mixed climbing courses. beginners and advanced, 
all year. Climb classic and new routes in Strathcarron, Carnmore, 
Torridon, Applecross and Skye. Accommodation inclusive. 

Brochure from: West-Ross Climbing School, Achnashellach, 
Wester Ross, Scotland 

M.S.R. all -metal ice axes. 

Now d1stnbuted by: 

Field and Trek {equipment) Ltd . 
25 Kings Road, Brentwood, 
Essex. Telephone: 0227.221259 

Thunderbird and Eagle both models £8.25 each + 50p. postage paid . Protective 
guards £1 .06 extra per set. Sizes available 55, 65 and 75 cm. 

more and more 
climbers are 
realising the 
advantages of 
ffllllARffllTT 
for cold conditions 
just £1.65 per pair 
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THIS LAD IS A LONG WAY FROM HOME 

f 

., 

photo: Leo Dickinson 

He is in the middle of the Patagonian Ice Cap 
on a fifty-two day walkabout. The weather 

can be fierce out there and there's nobody near 
to help. So how can he look so confident? 

Wearing that Cerro Torre Duvet and with the Redline 
Sleeping Bag in his sac, of course he's confident. 

DUVETS AND SLEEPING BAGS TO RELY ON 

Mountain Equipment Ltd., George Street, Glossup, Derbyshire, England. Tel. 04574.3770 



5-7 DALMALLY STREET, GLASGOW G20 6SB 

(at 439 Maryhill Road) 041 -946 9200 

Salew a 
Clog 
Stubai 
Troll 
Karrimor 
Inter-A lp 
Cassin 
Kastinger 
Dachstein 

High range 
Sports 

Buses to Queen's Cross 

From St. Enoch's Sq. 61, 18 

From George Sq. 60 

CLIMBING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS 

9 a 

!i 
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For climbing ice 

chouinard/salewa crampons 
Made by Salewa of Munich to Chouinard ctesign 

/ ~ - ~"' ..-----..~ · ~- · A~-----; /~ ~<~;11 ~ 
~~~ ~ <, • .,, , 

~ - · ~-,,..., 
- ",--~ 

As one of the world's leading producers of back packs. 
our continual development, innovat ion and testing have 
resulted in advanced designs that are both correct and 
functional , plus skilled craftsmen using the best of raw 
materials in a modern factory guarantees quality. 
Bergans packs are now exported to. 30 countries and 
have been used on several major expeditions. Our goal 
is to produce the best packs possible. 

Oslo 1, Norway. 
Available from all Blacks of Greenock branches and 
most good Sports & Camping stocki sts. Write to 
Blacks of Greenock , Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire or 
Ruxley Corner, Sidcup, Kent for your FREE catalogue . 
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Join Dougal Haston 
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at Leysin in Switzerland. 

pinlSM 
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Information 
Dhaulagiri 3 climbed-six members of Schreckenbach's expedition reach 
the summit by two different routes. 
South Face of Mt. Hunter climbed by four Americans. 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

NEPAL 

The post-monsoon season of 1973 was 
disastrous. The eight expeditions to the 
bigger peaks all encountered heavy snowfalls, 
including a severe storm during the second 
week in October, which caused problems for 
all parties except the British Dhaulagiri 4 
team who were still trying to get to Base 
Camp. 
The only successful expeditions were those to 
Dhaulagiri 3 (German) , Everest (Japanese) 
and Kanjiroba (Japanese) . 
The season was also marred by a total of 
eight deaths : two Italians, two Japanese, 
three Sherpas and one Briton were killed . 

Above: The North Face of Annapurna with 
the path of the avalanche marked. 
The French 1950 route is marked . . . ... and 
the line of the 1973 Italian attempt is 
marked •••••• 

Annapurna I (26,504ft.) 
We now have more details of the ill - fated 
Italian attempt on the unclimbed North - West 
Spur of Annapurna, a route previously 
attempted by both French (1950) and British 
(1970) expeditions. The Italian team 
comprised Guido Machetto (Leader) , Vasco 
Taldo, Gianni Calcagno, Carlo Zonta, Millar 
Rava, Leo Cerruti , Carmelo di Pietro, Lorenzo 
Pomodoro, Angelo Nerli, Rina Prina and 
Alessandro Gogna . After setting up Base 
Camp at the beginning of September, they 
established three more camps by the third 
week of the month, Camp 4 being at 
22,900ft. at the foot of the steep part of the 
ridge. At this point bad weather set in . 
Camps 3 and 4 were abandoned and the 
whole team descended to Base, with the 
exception of Rava and Cerruti who remained 
at Camp 2. On the morning of September 
27th, radio contact could not be made with 
Camp 2 and two days later a six -man party 
found that the whole of the site had been 
obliterated by a huge rock and ice avalanche. 
With Rava and Cerruti dead and much of the 
expedition 's food and equipment lost, the 
c limbers had little choice but to abandon 
their attempt. 
Dhaulagiri 3 (25,271ft.) 
A seven -man German expedition led by 
Klaus Schreckenbach succeeded in making 
the first ascent of this mountain, on October 
20th, by a route up the South-West Face . 
Three days later the summit was again 

reached by a route following the West Ridge. 
Si x of the climbers and a Sherpa took pa rt in 
the two ascents. 
Dhaulagiri 4 (25,064ft.) 
A British expedition, comprising Tony 
Johnson (Leader) , Ian Rowe, Alan Dewison, 
Richard Mc Hardy, Geoff Tabner, Roger 
Brook, Allen Fyffe, Dave Awberry and 
Canadian Chick Scott, failed in an attempt on 
the West Ridge, the route which was th e 
scene of the ill - fated Austrian attempt of 1969. 
Unforeseen transport problems seriously 
disrupted the expedition 's timetable . An 
advance party was sent ahead to tackle the 
initial difficulties, but one of its members 
( McHardy) became ill after a short spell of 
climbing and had to return to Britain . The 
main party arrived with the stores and 
equipment in mid - October. The approach on 
this peak is so long that it was nearly a 
month before they had actually closed with 
the main summit mass and established Camp 
7 ( !) at about 20,000ft. From here, Rowe and 
Brook made a bold attempt to climb directly 
up the South-West Ridge in a single, alpine 
style push, but after climbing 3,000ft. they 
decided to retreat . A second summit bid was 
mounted, this time following the Austrian 
route up to the West Col and thence the West 
Ridge ; Johnson and Dewison moved up to 
establish Camp 8 on the col itself. At this 
point bad weather threatened and, as 
their supply lines and support groups were so 
strung out, the climbers felt it was courting 
disaster to continue. The route's danger 
lies in its length and predominately easy 
angle, and it could easily become a death 
trap if heavy snowfall marooned climbers in 
the higher camps. A retreat was called but, 
while descending from the West Col, Dewison 
slipped and fell 1,500ft. to his death. A few 
days later, Sherpa Kancha was killed in a 
modest powder snow avalanche below 
Camp 1. This attempt, which looked 
strong on paper, was undoubtedly defeated 
more by initial transportation delays than by 
any intrinsic technical problems offered by 
the mountain. 
The peak remains unclimbed and has now 
taken twelve lives in the course of the many 
attempts that have been made to reach its 
summit. 
Manaslu (26,760ft.) 
A twelve-man Spanish expedition , led by 
Garcia Orta, failed to repeat the Original 
(Japanese) Route up the East Face. This was 
the first Spanish expedition to Nepal and 
the first time Manaslu has been attempted in 
the post-monsoon period . By all accounts 
the climbers were lucky, as their Camp 2 was 
twice destroyed by avalanche and snowfall , 
but was fortunately unoccupied on both 
occasions. 
Putha Hiunchuli (23,750ft.) 
An eight-strong Japanese team, led by 
Kunihiko Nora, failed in its attempt to 
force a new route up the South- West Ridge, 
after an avalanche destroyed Camp 5, 
killing Mitruo Deguchi, lsamu Mizatani and 
the Sherpa Sirdar Ang Nima . 
Kangbachen (25,925ft.) 
This western satellite of Kanchenjunga is th e 
third highest unclimbed summit in the 
world . This year an eleven-man Japanese 
team, led by Yoshikuni Sakai, attempted a 
route up the North- West Face from the 
Rantang Glacier. The attempt was 

abandoned at 21 ,500ft. , after the mid 
October storm. 
Kanjiroba (22,580ft.) 
A six-man Japanese team, led by Eiji 
Kawamura, made a new route up the East 
Ridge. The summit was reached at the end 
of October by Eiken Moriyame, Morihiro 
Takochi and Sherpa Annu . 

HINDU KUSH 

M2 (21,588ft. ) 
Polish climbers A . Gorski, W. _Kapturkiewicz, 
J . Wala and R. Zawadski made the second 
ascent of this mountain, following the East 
Ridge. 
Koh-i-Havad (22,470ft.) 
A party of Polish climbers made the second 
ascent of the Original ( Czechoslovakian ) 
Route from the east. 
Langar Zom (23,166ft.) 
Another Polish team made an ascent of this 
mountain, reaching all three summits, two of 
which were possibly being ascended for the 
first time. 

PAMIRS 

Pie Engels (21,359ft.) 
The East Face was first climbed in the 
summer of 1972 by a team led by Maltzev. 
Pie Academy of Communism 
Also in 1972 a team led by M . V. Nekrassov 
made the first ascent of the very difficult 
East Face, followed by a traverse along sharp 
an!ltes to Pie Garmo. 
Pie Communism (24,590ft.) 
Four Polish climbers, M . Grochowski , A . 
Heinrich, R. Kowalewski and J . Rusiecki 
made the first ascent of the 2,500ft. West 
Face in the summer of 1973. 
Correspondents: Cheney, Heppensta/1 and 
Cieplinska-Bojarska 

NORTH AMERICA 

ALASKA/ YUKON 

M.t. McKinley (20,320ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) Well over a hundred 
climbers reached the summit this season . 
Apart from three teams that ascended the 
Karstens Ridge, all groups seem to have kept 
to the normal West Buttress route. 
Mt. Silverthrone (13,220ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) In late June, Keith 
Anderson and Ken Kleine climbed the 
North-West Ridge, after an approach up the 
Traleika Glacier. They reached the summit in 
a single, 12-hour, alpine -style push from a 
camp at 7,000ft . 
Mt. Hunter (14,570ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) Don Black, Dave 
Carman, Dean Rau and John Waterman 
spent a total of thirty-one days climbing the 
much-tried South Face of Mt. Hunter. Their 
route involved 42 pitches, 30 of which were 
equipped with fixed ropes. The angle of the 
ice climbing reached 75 ° and the rock 
difficulties were 5.8 and A2. The group 
finished their climb on a spur of the South 
Summit, thinking it was the South Summit 
and mistaking a nearby peak for the Middle 
Summit. The misunderstanding was only 
clarified when they returned to their Base 
Camp. 
Mt. Redoubt (10,197ft.) 
(South Alaska Range) A six-man group, 
consisting of Steve Hackett, John Samuelson, 
Helmut Tschaffert, Toby Wheeler, Danny 
Jones and Dan Hurd, flew into this area of 
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Information 

Wickwire, Jagersky and Markov traverse Quincy-Adams and Fairweather. 
South Face of Devil's Thumb yields to bold six-day climb. 
Chouinard and Carson climb The Nose without hammers. 

the Chigmit Mountains . Despite bad weather, 
they managed to make the first ascent of the 
West Summit (9,350ft) of Mt. Redoubt, but 
the poor conditions prevented them from 
continuing to the main summit. The group 
then skied north to the Double Glacier, where 
a number of further first ascents were made. 
Mt. Fairweather (15,300ft.) 
(Fairweather Range) James Wickwire, 
Dusan Jagersky, Gregg Markov and Fred 
Beckey arrived in the Fairweather Range in 
June to attempt the unclimbed Mt. Salisbury 
(12, 170ft). As snow and ice conditions were 
bad , they switched their attentions to the 
nearby Mt. Fairweather. Here, Wickwire, 
Jagersky and Markov made a remarkable 
12½-day, alpine-style traverse. After climbing 
the complete South Ridge of Mt. Quincy 
Adams, they descended the mountain's 
unclimbed West Ridge, which involved 
down-climbing 1,000ft. of hard ice. This led 
to a col at the foot of the unclimbed East 
Ridge of Mt. Fairweather. They followed the 
ridge, which gave 1,500ft. of sustained ice 
and rock climbing along a knife-edge, with 
55 ° ice headwalls . It took 18½ hours to 
climb the total ridge . The summit of 
Fairweather was reached on July 9th, and the 
traverse was completed by a descent of the 
unclimbed South Ridge to the Fairweather 
Glacier. 
Meanwhile another party, comprising 
Lincoln Stoller, Toby O'Brien, Peter Metcalf 
and Henry Florchutz, was climbing Mt. 
Fairweather by a new route up the 
South-West Ridge. The ridge was not as 
hard as was anticipated, and several 
difficult- looking rock towers were turned on· 
the north side . The team reached the 
summit on July 10th, within hours of the 
Wickwire team . 
Both of these groups were on their routes 
when an earthquake (5 .9 on the Richter 
scale) occurred nearby. Every ice face in the 
range avalanched simultaneously, creating an 
awesome visual spectacle accompanied by 
the thunderous roar of tons of falling ice 
and snow. Fortunately both parties were on 
ridges at the time and in no danger, but if 
the Wickwire party had been on its proposed 
route on Mt. Salisbury there would almost 
certainly have been a disaster. 
Devil's Thumb (9,077ft.) 
(Coast Range) George Lowe, Lita Tejada 
Flores and Chris Jones made the first ascen 
of the impressive South Face in July. The 
ascent took six days, the last three of which 
were in storm. In good conditions the climb 
is said to be comparable with the North Fa ce 
of Half Dome. The North Face of Devil's 
Thumb, an ice -encrusted wall that is at least 
twice as big as the South Face, being well 
over 5,000ft. high, should provide the 
challenge for the next ambitious party in 
the area . 

CANADA 

The three major mountain groups of Western 
Canada are, from west to east, the Coast 
Range, the Interior Ranges and the 
Canadian Rockies. Because the weather 
comes from the west, off the Pacific, it 
follows that the Coast Range has the most 
extensive glaciation and the worst weather, 
and 1973 will be remembered for having 
worse conditions than usual, frustrating the 
plans of several ambitious teams. 
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The most successful team consisted of 
John Clarke, alone. In July he made a 
three-week exploration of the Silvermere 
area, to the north -west of Mt. Waddington, 
climbing nine new peaks. ( It is worth noting 
that this remote area had not been visited 
since Henry Hall and the Mundays were 
there in 1936.) Not through yet, Clarke was 
on the northern rim of the Homathko 
Snowfield during August, climbing most of 
the summits of the virgin Klattasine Group. 
Lacking precise details, we can only speculate 
as to how Clarke travels safely over these 
extensively glaciated areas by himself. 
Bugaboos 
Moving east to the Interior Ranges, devotees 
of the granite spires of the Bugaboo Group 
had something new this year : the Conrad 
Kain Hut. To European readers, to whom huts 
are common-place, it will seem that a hut is 
nothing out of the ordinary; but in North 
America huts are the exception, and wide
ranging discussions are taking place over the 
desirability of building them. The North 
American peaks remain remarkably unvisited 
and unspoilt, and mountaineers are finally 
realizing that they are about the only ones 
between these wild places and the developers 
with their roads, cable cars and resort 
complexes. On the comparatively minor 
scale of hut-building, the argument in 
favour of huts is that they serve to 
concentrate people and so preserve fragile 
alpine meadow from over use. On the other 
hand, by their mere existence, huts attract 
more people; when the huts overflow these 
people will camp on the meadows supposedly 
saved by the huts. The cry then goes out for 
enlarging the huts, or providing more huts, 
and so it goes on. It's a tough problem, but 
one basic fact must be faced : more people 
will be coming to the mountains. During the 
first season of the Conrad Kain Hut, there 
was the predictable complaining from the 
predictable quarters, although, as expected, 
the complainants were not above making 
liberal use of the hut facilities. On the peaks 
in the area, classic routes of all standards 
were repeated . Jon Jones and Gerry Rogan 
made a fast 14- hour ascent, possibly the 
fourth , of the superb Beckey/ Chouinard 
Route on the West Buttress of South Howser. 
A second route was established on the 
largest face in the group, the 3,000ft. 
West Face of North Howser, by Vancouver 
climbers Hugh Burton and Steve Sutton . The 
route, which lies to the left of the 1971 
Jones/ Rowe/1/ 0amar climb, involved three 
bivouacs, the climbing being predominantly 
free and on good rock. Elsewhere in the 
Interior Ranges, various parties picked off 
new climbs in remote areas, while others 
repeated several of the fine climbs in th e 
more popular regions. 
Rockies 
The season in the Canadian Rockies was 
marked by generally good weather, and 
several major climbs of recent years were 
repeated . The 2,500ft. North Face of 
Mt. Robson, for example, is becoming 
established as a strong favourite among ice 
climbers, and has by now probably been 
climbed something like eight times. 
Similarly, the north faces of Mts. Athabasca 
and Andromeda, serious problems until 
recently, are now climbed regularly. 
Turning to new climbs : one of the first of th e 

season was precipitated by the breakdown of 
Chris Jones's car en route to Alaska. While 
the car sat in a Calgary garage, Jones and 
George Lowe caught a bus to the Rockies 
and pulled off a major coup : the 3,000ft. ice 
couloir on the North-East Face of Deltaform 
Mountain. Unfortunately the early season 
conditions made the climb unjustifiably 
risky ; two collapsing cornices swept the 
couloir minutes after the pair had passed. 
Later in the season, however, this should be a 
relatively safe climb. 
In the northern Rockies, at least two parties 
were seen sniffing around one of the last 
great problems : the 4,000ft. Emperor Face of 
Mt. Robson, which lies between the 
Emperor Ridge and the North Face. Not much 
progress was reported, although one of the 
teams, Jeff Lowe and Mike Weis, climbed 
the 3,000ft. East Spur of nearby Mt. 
Resplendent as a training climb. To the south 
of Robson, in the Columbia lcefield area, 
Lowe made the solo first ascent of a new 
mixed route on Mt. Andromeda, the West 
Shoulder Direct, thus pre-empting Bugs 
McKeith and Sybille Hechtel who repeated it 
a few weeks later, thinking it was unclimbed. 
Logan Mountains 
Also included in the Canadian climbing 
complex, but separated from the areas 
mentioned above, are the Logan Mountains 
situated on the borders of the North-West 
Territories and British Columbia . This 
spectacular area of granite towers was 
visited by several groups this past summer. 
The most successful team consisted of 
Sandy Bill , Joe Bridges and Galen Rowell , 
who made two notable ascents : the 1,500ft. 
South-West Face of Bustle Tower, with one 
bivouac near the summit, and the 2,500ft. 
South Face of Mt. Harrison Smith, another 
all-day climb. Further climbs were frustrated 
by a vile vegetation that thrives in the crack 
systems of the area . 

UNITED STATES 

Yosemite 
Valley climbing continues its rapid change of 
character, with the focus swinging from 
short, hard, free climbs to better-style ascents 
of the longer routes. 
Bruce Carson has been well to the fore in this 
field. Accompanied by Dave Anderson, he 
made the first ' hammerless' ascent of the 
North Face of The Rostrum; he also soloed 
the Chouinard/ Herbert Route on the West 
Face of The Sentinel (again without a 
hammer, relying almost entirely on nuts and 
the odd fixed piton) , and made a similar 
ascent of the South Face of Washington 
Column; finally, again accompanied by 
Anderson, he climbed the West Face of 
Rixon's Pinnacle, without a hammer and 
solely on nuts. 
But the most outstanding achievement was 
the hammerless, 3½-day ascent of The Nose 
of El Capitan by Carson and Yvon Chouinard . 
They used all the fixed points of aid 
(estimated as 30% of the total) , but expressed 
the opinion that, apart from the various aids 
on the third pitch and the bolt ladders, the 
fixed pitons could all go and the route could 
be climbed solely on nuts Chouinard was 
experimenting with a new implement akin to 
a slim, double-headed skyhook, but this 
turned out to be of minimal value. It was 



New route right of Dawn Wall takes only nine days and 85 bolts! 
Anthoine, Brown, Macinnes and Whillans climb North Prow of Roraima. 

found that a Lost Arrow ' long dong ', on the 
other hand, could be employed repeatedly in 
the old peg holes, being held firmly in place 
by the climber's weight. 
Concern for style in the climbing of The Nose 
has an urgent ring about it. Chouinard writes : 
" While we were on the climb at least one 
party a day was failing on the lower part of 
the route . Assuming that most were using 
conventional techniques, at this rate the 
climb can only last for another three or four 
years before the cracks are totally destroyed. 
There are four ways of dealing with the 
situation : 
(1) Fix pegs on the entire route . This will 
stop wear and tear, but ruin the free climbing . 
(2) Fix part of the route . An inadequate 
alternative as poor climbers will continue to 
peg the remainder of the route, thereby 
damaging the rock. 
(3) De -peg the entire climb and try to get 
everyone to use nuts. This would make it 
more difficult and time -consuming, but poor 
climbers will continue to use pegs. 
(4) Don't do anything and permit the 
systematic destruction of one of the world 's 
great rock climbs." 
Another clean ascent worth recording was 
that of the North- West Face of Half Dome by 
Dennis Hennek, Doug Robinson and Galen 
Rowell , who prudently took a hammer 
with them. 
The major event in the late part of the season 
was a new route on El Capitan between Wall 
of the Early Morning Light and North 
America Wall. This took a team comprising 
Charlie Porter, Chris Nelson, Hugh Burton 
and Steve Sutton nine days to complete . 
There was much hard nailing but only 85 
bolts were used, and half of these were on 
belay stations . Porter said that the route, 
entitled End All, was the best he had done 
on El Capitan . 
Previously Porter had been active on other 
uncharted sections of the mountain . He had 
made an abortive solo attempt to plug the 
gap between Cosmos and Salathe Wall and, 
with Beverley Johnson, had added a new 
variation to The Nose , entitled Grape Race. 
This starts above pitch 3 and rejoins the 
original route below Camp 4, after taking a 
line well to the left of the normal way. 
The total climb took 7 days; the new 
section involves hard nailing and skyhooking, 
and some very thin face-climbing . Thirty-five 
bolts were used . 
Female ascents were much in evidence in the 
later part of the season. The ladies did a 
number of hard free routes, but more notable 
were their activities on the arduous big wall 
climbs. Beverly Johnson and Sybille Hechtel 
made a seven-day ascent of the Triple Direct 
on El Capitan, and Seattle's Ellie Hawkins, 
accompanied by her husband, Bruce, and 
Keith Nannery, climbed North America 
Wall and led many of the hard pitches. 
Pete Livesey, Britain's answer to 'Hot' Henry 
Barber, was active in the valley during the 
fall , climbing countless routes of reputation . 
His best performances included a six -hour, 
all-nut ascent of Direct North Buttress on 
Middle Cathedral Rock (with Kevin McLean) ; 
Agnostic's Wall (with Andreas Maurer) , a new 
5.10 which follows the crack above the 
Church Bowl Tree; and Maxine's Wall 
(again with McLean) , a 5.10 just right of 
Serenity Crack. Other important repeats by 

Beverly Johnson Ellie Hawkins 

Livesey included A Mother's Lament (with 
Chuck Calef), Chain Reaction (with Terry 
Gloag) and The Calf (with Maurer) . 
Another British climber active in the valley 
this fall was Ed Drummond . He made a three 
day ascent of El Capitan's West Face with 
Kevin McLean, repeated the very difficult 
Basket Case on Basket Dome with Peter 
Haan, and finally made a solo ascent (relying 
mainly on nuts) of The Nose in nine days. 
A sad footnote to this eventful year came in 
October, when there was a bad accident on 
Glacier Point Apron. Tim Harrison and Dave 
Bryan had been working on a new route . 
Having climbed 300ft , they fixed a bolt and 
abseiled off. Returning next day, first 
Harrison and then Bryan jumared back up th e 
rope to the high point. It seems that although 
the rope was only fixed to one bolt it passed 
through a karabiner on another a short 
distance down. Apparently the accident 
occurred as Bryan passed this point ; 
investigators suspect that he inadvertently 
exerted some sort of turning effect on th e 
top bolt which stripped the nut and 
despatched both climbers to their deaths. 
Coming after the spate of accidents which 
occurred during the spring, this is yet 
another tragic reminder to valley climbers of 
the lurking dangers of the sport. Moreover, 
the concern expressed by the rangers with 
regard to these accidents suggests the 
possibility of another latent threat to the 
freedom currently enjoyed by climbers. 
Sierras 
Dennis Hennek and Galen Rowell made the 
first ascent of the 1,500ft. East Face of Mt. 
Hale (13,440ft.) in the Sierra Nevada. The 
climb, which was made in July, was graded 
5, 5.9 with one pitch of A3 . 
The Sierra Club's new guide to this area has 
been receiving punishing notices in the 
American climbing press. It appears that one 
of the guide writers, Arnold Smatko, took 
advantage of his position to foist a 
collection of questionable first ascents on the 
climbing world . Insignificant satellite bumps 
on easy peaks were 'visited ' by Smatko and 
his friends and then written up as belated 
first ascents in the guide. Knowledgeable 
pundits were not amused and Smatko was 
duly mauled for his temerity in the ensuing 
reviews. 
Correspondents: Hackett, Bertulis, Lowe, 
Jones, Culbert, Greenwood, Rogan, 
Bridwell, Robbins, Chouinard, Carson, Gross, 
Rowell, Nannery, Livesey, Steck and Hargis 

Pete Livesey 

GUYANA 

Roraima (9,219ft .) 
A British team, consisting of Mo Anthoine, 
Joe Brown, Hamish Macinnes, Mike 
Thompson and Don Whillans, has made a new 
route on the North Prow of Roraima, a 
remote plateau formation rising from dense 
forests on the Brazilian/ Venezuelan / Guyan an 
borders . Roraima is seven miles long and 
two wide, and is surrounded for the most 
part by steep cliffs which at the northern 
(Guyanan) end converge in an impressive 
1,500ft. prow of overhanging rock. 
Previous ascents of Roraima had all followed 
a non-technical route up the Venezuelan sid e. 
The Guyanan side of the plateau's rim had 
never previously been visited, as access is 
barred by a network of deep ravines which 
criss-cross the top of the mountain. The 
expedition received the warm support of the 
Guyanan Government who were keen to 
emphasize their territorial claim to part of th e 
mountain . 
The route from the Guyanan side had with 
stood a number of previous attempts, 
notably one led by John Streetly, but none 
had succeeded in making any substantial 

Below: The new route on the 1,500ft. North 
Prow of Roraima in Guyana. 
Photo: Don Whillans 
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Information 

Disturbing portents of official meddling in climbing affairs. 
Diemberger and Robbins to speak at Buxton conference in March. 

progress up the overhanging rock. The cliffs 
on either side are uninviting ; though they are 
less steep, serious problems are presented by 
thick vegetation and numerous waterfalls, 
which are constantly topped up by the heavy 
tropical rainfall. The most overhanging route, 
therefore, proved the most amenable, but 
the climbers were surprised by the sustained 
and technical nature of the climbing. 
Th e route was almost completely hard aid 
work (A2-A3) and, as the top overhung the 
base by 70ft., it was necessary to equip the 
climb with fixed ropes. Sections were led by 
Brown and Macinnes, but for the most part 
Anthoine took the brunt of the leading . 
Further problems were caused by the 
presence of various dangerous insect species, 
and the heavy rainfall to which the climbers 
were exposed as they neared the top. 
With the exception of Thompson , who 
susta in ed a foot injury in the forest and had 
to retire from the expedition at an early stage, 
all the climbers reached the plateau. 
It was Roraima that inspired Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle to write his Lost World saga, 
and this romantic association of ideas gave 
rise to a number of amusing and colourful 
reports on the expedition which appeared in 
the British press . The notoriety of some of 
the participants added a further element of 
interest to the venture. 
Correspondents: Thompson and Anthoine 

BRITISH ISLES 

Recent Dirty Tricks 
A number of revelations during the last 
month have left the impression that our 
recent Audleygate fantasy contains an 
uncanny ring of truth . First came the discovery 
of a hilarious yet sinister poster on 
Mountain Safety issued by the Inverness-shire 
Police. In something of a cross between a 
kid's comic and dictatorship propaganda, 
the police inform us that our safety on their 
hills is their concern. To that many would 
emit a loud raspberry but the poor fellows 
probably did not know any better. The police 
strayed into the firing line at Bristol as well, 
where their ineptly handled rescue attempt 
on the Suspension Bridge Cliff left them with 
the feeling that their pride and professional 
competence had been badly dented . The 
backlash came when various police 
spokesmen stated in the media that climbing 
on this part of the Gorge should be banned 
on the grounds that the police are unable to 
do rescues and the risk to traffic from 
falling rocks. Both reasons are ridiculous. 
Hardly any rocks do fall on to the road at this 
point as a thick belt of brambles catches 
virtually everything - a wire netting fence 
could add the final assurance. As regards the 
other point, there is of course no reason why 
climbers should expect the police to involve 
themselves in complicated rescues but, as our 
repeated offers of help and technical advice 
have been ignored, there is serious cause for 
concern about the restrictions the police 
might wish to impose when their crude 
techniques are found wanting on future 
occasions. 
In Wales, alarm bells were ringing in early 
December when it was discovered that 
Caernarvonshire County Council workmen 
were preparing to blow up the Cromlech 
Boulders - they had even got as far as 
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Below: Extract from a letter from the Dorset Council to the BMC regarding access at Swanage. 
If adopted these bye -laws could act as guidelines f or all future Country Park schemes. 

''Ko peraon shall rock climb on any Council Property unlH• having 
on each and every occasion first obtaihed permission to do so trOG 
a COWJcil Officer. It shall be a condition ot such permission 
that the cliaber report be.ell: to the Council Officer before sunaet," 

In the normal process ot consultation the draft bye-lava have been accepted, 
oe bellal.t ot various sporting interests, by the South Weste~ Sporta Council. 

Your s.afety 
on aur hills -

r conce 

drilling a .number of holes in the top of 
one of the boulders. 
The council workmen were frustrated 
however when a posse of climbers turned up, 
warned them off and then filled the holes 
with concrete. Meanwhile more august 
noises were being made in high places by 
Messrs. Hunt, Langland, Blacks haw and 
those tireless infighters of conservation 
causes, Gwen Moffat and Chris Brasher. 
One sad aspect of this affair was the 
complacency of some of the Llanberis 
regulars - so vocal in the Pump Storage 
affair. It seems that their relationship with 
local Welshmen has reached an all time low 
and they felt reluctant to cause further 
friction by defending the Cromlech Boulders. 
The final 'dirty trick' of an eventful month 
was the news that Dorset County Council 
are planning to surround the Boulder Ruckle 
and Subliminal areas with a fence and a 
wardened entry system as part of their 
Durleston Country Park Scheme. Climbers 
would be required to sign in and check out. 
It seems that the BMC were not informed 
about this outrage until too late as the 
authority had liaised with - guess who? - the 
Sports Council. The Sports Council official 
concerned, John Wheatley, is back-
pedalling vigorously and claims that he did 
not agree to the final proposals, but of 
course the question remains as to why the 
Sports Council was meddling in climbing 
affairs in the first place. Since then the BMC 
and individual climbers have put their views 
on this scheme forcefully to Dorset County 
Planning Officials, and one hopes that the 
proposed policy line of the BMC (i.e. "that 
permit systems will be rigorously opposed") 
will be the guiding philosophy in this matter. 

A proper Mountaineer's Conference 
This year the B.M .C. is organizing a new 
style jamboree to replace the annual 
mountain safety conference which, though 
always well -supported, has been under 
criticism for having strayed far from the real 
needs and concerns of climbers. This National 
Mountaineering Conference is designed to 
attract main-stream climbers for a weekend 
pow-wow, odds-shout, booze-up, a laugh 
or two, the odd serious note and - who 
knows - maybe a route. 
The whole conference complex at Buxton 
has been booked for the event, which will 
take place on March 2nd. It is being master
minded by Dennis Gray, Paul Nunn, Dave 
Draper, Walt Unsworth and Brian Barry (of 
the Sports Council) . The conference will be 
chaired by the irrepressible Ian McNaught 
Davis and the programme will include a 
galaxy of interesting speakers and events. 
The subjects have been deliberately chosen 
to be provocative. Royal Robbins will discuss 
the Use and Abuse of Equipment ; Dave 
Cook will examine the Mountaineer's Role 
in Society - does he represent social colour 
or is he an anarchist some people would 
prefer to see confined? Robin Campbell, a 
lecturer in psychology at Stirling University 
and crusty young editor of the S.M.C. Journal, 
takes a look at Climbing Ethics - what they 
are, how they are balanced, and some surprising 
anomalies. Colin Mortlock will present his 
views on the Use of Mountaineering in 
Education, this partly by way of being an 
answer to Ken Wilson's Adventure and 
Safety lecture last year. It is a subject to 
which Mortlock has devoted much thought, 
the results of which have recently been 
published in booklet form. John Wilkinson 
will outline the thoughts of the B.M .C. 
'Think Tank', and in the afternoon there will 
be an Any Questions session, chaired by 
Jack Langland. It is hoped that some recent 
prize-winning rock climbing films will be 
shown, and the star attraction will be the 
Austrian mountaineer, Kurt Diemberger, who 
will give his autobiographical Summits and 
Secrets lecture. 
The accent will be on informality and 
participation by climbers from the floor. It 
is hoped that the organized part of the 
programme will subsequently generate some 
spontaneous extra-conference activity and 
discussion. 
This promises to be an outstanding, not-to
be-missed event, to which it is hoped 
climbers from all over the country will be 
attracted. 



Recent BMC Developments 
by Audrey Salkeld 

Major policy shifts proposed. Changes in M. L. C. scheme likely. 
General Secretary sought for £4000 plus job. 

Dynamic New Leadership 
Alan Blackshaw is the man who reshaped the 
Alpine Journal, converting it from a club 
magazine into an encyclopaedic almanac of 
worldwide mountaineering. Now, as the new 
President of the British Mountaineering 
Council, he is setting to work with the same 
analytical zeal to rejuvenate that old jugger
naut into a smooth working machine. It is a 
very critical time . There are many issues 
currently bothering climbers, who have 
always accused the B.M.C. of not under
standing their problems, of dithering and 
putting confused views over to an often 
hostile public. Blackshaw is aware that the 
B.M.C. has to regain the credibility and 
support of the average climber, and at the 
same time present a logical and consistent 
face to the world at large. 
Until a few years ago the B.M .C. had 
struggled along with voluntary labour and 
little or no motivation or cash ; now that it 
has been drawn under the umbrella of the 
Sports Council it enjoys a new financial 
security. This immediately endows it with 
certain authoratative powers and enables it 
to distribute largesse. It is important that 
this new authority is not mismanaged . After 
last year's debacle when £2,500 was lost in 
an abortive attempt to produce a mountain 
safety film and a £5,000 ' loan ' made to the 
Everest Southwest Face Expedition under 
rather sketchy repayment conditions, it is 
essential that no further boobs be made. 
To meet this challenge, Blackshaw has set up 
a vast number of new committees and 
reorganized existing ones. Experts have been 
invited to advise and participate in policy, 
planning, finance, huts, international 
relations, expeditions, publications, films, 
training, safety equipment standards, 
conservation matters, etc. Such a rash of 
committees could spell chaos, but Blackshaw 
has the knack of picking teams that work and 
generating a feeling of vitality in tired themes . 

Think Tank 
Important amongst these new committees is 
the Future Policy Committee which will 
attempt to define long term plans, trends and 
attitudes to be adopted . This Think Tank' 
incorporates, under Blackshaw's chairmanship, 
Dave Partridge (the Council's Honorary 
Secretary, an aeronautical scientist and an 
energetic Clubman) ; John Wilkinson ; Ken 
Wilson ; Tom Price ; Vin Dillon ; Dennis Gray 
( B.M .C.'s National Officer) and Colin Taylor. 
There have been rumblings recently from 
clubs in the North of England accusing the 
B.M .C. of empire-building and being in 
danger of selling out to the 'educationalists', 
so the inclusion in this 'Think Tank' of two 
very prominent officials from Northern Clubs 
(Wilkinson of the Fell and Rock and Dillon of 
the Rucksack Club) is obviously a gesture of 
goodwill to the interests of northern climbers. 
Taylor, too, comes from Manchester; he is a 
very experienced committee-man having 
served on those of the Alpine Climbing 
Group, Climbers' Club, B.M .C. Management, 
Mount Everest Foundation and maybe more. 
Wilson, often misjudged for his supposedly 
anarchic views, has obviously been included 
as an irritant to stimulate relevant discussion 
on touchy subjects amongst the more 
conservative elements of the team ; Price is the 
man who, as a 'teaching mountaineer', 

surprised everyone at last year's Mountain 
Safety Conference by casting doubt on the 
efficacy of mountain training today and 
suggesting that so much certification might 
not be a good thing. 
And indeed the whole question of 
certification has turned out to be one of the 
major primary issues. The sheer work-load of 
introducing and assessing would -be 
Mountain ' Leaders' is colossal. John Jackson 
at Plas y Brenin (which has borne the brunt 
of this load, there having been this year some 
43 one-week M .L.C. introductory courses 
and 25 assessment courses) feels very 
strongly that this load must be diffused 
among other centres. 
Wilson queries the whole M.L.C. set-up, 
representing the lobby which feels that the 
physical issue of certificates licensing people 
to 'lead' in the mountains is a dangerous 
practice, a placebo for parents and head
masters. Whilst there is a case for retaining 
the training involved, it represents when all 's 
said and done little more than an 
introduction to basic mountaineering and is 
no alternative to experience. But the 
educational and social bodies who send 
candidates on mountain leadership courses 
expect a piece of paper in return, and the 
Sports Council who control the finances 
would doubtless purse their lips and tighten 
their moneybags if certificates were dropped 
altogether. Seeking a solution to this dilemma 
and realising their obligations not only to 
those engaged in training and to ordinary 
mountaineers, but also to those seeking 
'leadership' instruction, the Think Tank has 
rejected the extreme recommendation of 
dispensing with all forms of certificate. 
However, they will suggest that the words 
'leadership', 'certificate', 'qualification ' etc. 
be deleted from the wording on the piece of 
paper ultimately issued. It must be made clear 
that this paper is in no way an obligatory 
licence required by all who accompany 
novices into the hills. It should not exclude 
competent bona-fide climbers not in 
possession of it from performing similar acts 
without censure. More it should represent 
(to interested bodies - schools, scout groups 
etc.) a formal recognition that the would-be 

Alan Blackshaw's capacity for 
work is legend. A busy Civil Servant 
concerned with the fuel crisis, Vice 
President of the Climbers' Club, he 
now takes over the monumental 
task of B .M.C. reorganization . "My 
work load doesn't vary much," he 
says, "it just adjusts to the jobs in 
hand. When the B.M .C. makes 
heavy demands, then unfortunately 
it is my writing that suffers." 
(Blackshaw is preparing a 
'skier's bible' for Penguin Books, 
a companion to his very successful 
'Mountaineering '. 
With typical understatement, he 
says: "Chairing meetings is not 
an onerous task if you know 
what you want to discuss before 
you start. The really time
consuming job belongs to the 
Secretary." 

leader is aware of his responsibilities and is 
taking them seriously. To this end it is 
additionally recommended that applicants 
should have had at least two years prior 
experience and be concious of accepted 
ethics and feelings in the climbing world . 
If these recommendations are adopted they 
should go a long way towards bridging the 
gulf which exists between those with vested 
interests in mountaineering training and 
everyday climbers. 

Plas y Bren in: which way? 
Another controversial issue facing the Think 
Tank concerns the future of Plas y Brenin . 
It is felt that Plas has strayed too far from the 
concept of a 'National Mountaineering 
Centre·, concentrating overmuch on such 
subjects as skiing, angling and archeology, 
and placing too little emphasis on 
mountaineering . Dennis Gray says : "Instead of 
being used as an Outdoor Centre, for which it 

Below: Plas Y Brenin's John Jackson. 
Defending the Centre's record but 
conspicuously absent from recent training 
re-thinks. 
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is not qualified, it should be reorientated more 
on the lines of Glenmore Lodge, which, with 
a very strong team of instructors, is operating 
no less than seven pure winter climbing 
courses this season, each accommodating 20 
people. I feel strongly that instructors at a 
National Mountaineering Centre should be of 
the highest calibre, but they should also 
provide a feed for other mountain centres -
one would envisage an instructor spending up 
to 4 years maximum with the Centre, then 
moving on to become a warden elsewhere . 
Basically, Plas y Brenin's function should be 
that of servicing beginners and general 
mountain training, but at the same time it 
should be a centre at which visiting 
delegations of climbers could be accommo
dated and it could be used more for events 
such as talks by visiting climbers, with the 
doors thrown open to the general public." 
Gray admits to wanting a few esoteric courses 
such as mountain literature and mountain/ 
expedition photography and specialist courses 
for meet leaders, journal editors, and so on . 
Some failure in communication is evident here 
for John Jackson contests that it is 
definitely not true that Plas y Brenin has put 
too much emphasis on non-mountain subjects. 
"I am not aware of any criticism", he says, 
"I take my orders from the Sports Council, not 
the B.M.C. It is appalling that people should 
talk without knowing the true facts." To the 
allegation that more people attended fly
fishing than advanced rock climbing courses, 
he countered : "This is simply not true. In the 
whole year we held three fly-fishing courses 
with ten people on each, whilst there have 
been courses involving rock climbing every 
week. Out of nearly 2½ thousand people 
attending the centre in one year, only 210 
were engaged in non-mountain activities -
more than 90% of our work is concerned with 
mountaineering!" He continued: "This 
winter there will be seven Mountain Rescue 
and Search Courses, either of one week or a 
weekend's duration. Plas has been instru 
mental in developing mountain training 
courses for both the educational and the 
mountaineering world, but we also cater for 
a large number of unattached people. Things 
have got to the state where a single centre 
cannot handle all the work. If the B.M .C. 
were really interested in increasing training 
courses, it should consider operating some 
itself, using huts of constituent clubs as bases. 
I can think of several huts in the Lake 
District for instance, which would be ideal 
for the purpose." 

A move to Manchester and a new 
National Secretary 
In December the B.M.C. took over new and 
more spacious offices in Knightsbridge, but 
the move may only be a temporary one. Until 
now the Council's Administrator, Kip Gilpin, 
has been wrestling single-handed with the 
paper-work for both the Council and _the 
Mountain Leadership Training Board. As this 
has now proliferated into too much for one 
man, it is proposed to appoint a brand new 
National Secretary and to base him and his 
office "nearer the centre of gravity of British 
mountaineering" - in Manchester or 
thereabouts. 
This is a very important development, 
recommended by the 'Think Tank' from an 
idea implanted by Blackshaw. It shrewdly 
represents the symbolic casting off of the 
Council's old-style image of aloofness and the 
assumption of a new guise to be recognised 
by its slick efficiency and concerned approach. 
By moving nearer to actual climbing grounds ' 
it is hoped to engender the interest and 
participation of active climbers . 
The B.M.C. envisage that their new 'Mr. Big' 
will be "mainly an office-bound administrator, 
comparing in level to a Civil Service Principal", 
A salary of £4,500 has been mentioned. The 
Secretary's work will entail keeping in touch 
with other national bodies, including the 
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Sports Council, and will dovetail with that of 
Dennis Gray, who, as National Officer, 
travels extensively up and down the country 
doing a sterling public relations job. 
It is interesting to speculate what sort of man 
could best undertake this delicate role. The 
diplomatic problems which await him should 
not be underestimated. They will be 
enormous. He will have to justify his very 
existence to cragsmen who see his salary and 
rank as a barrier to all communication . Of 
course what is really wanted is someone in 
the actual Blackshaw-image and until the 
appointment is actually made, there will be a 
lot of conjecture on the subject. Who might 
apply? Dennis Gray himself? It would mean 
promotion for him and somewhat less of the 
irksome travelling. He is a known quantity 
who would fit the job well, a tireless worker 
and skillful polemicist; his organising abilities 
have been successfully demonstrated by the 
conferences he has arranged. 
Ron James? Although an instructor, he has 
managed to maintain his links with general 
climbing and has been a recognised figure 
for a long time . 
Dave Cook? An industrious worker, good 
speaker and writer, fulfills the climbing 
qualifications and is a good mixer. Perhaps his 
extreme left-wing political convictions could 
count against him? 
Colin Taylor? A scientist, mature, a regular 
climber, diplomatic veteran of many 
committees, one-time editor of the A.C.G. 
Bulletin and currently editor of the Alpine Club 
guidebooks; all-in-all a very competent 
middle-of-the-road bureaucrat with few, if 
any, enemies. 
Paul Nunn? Peak District expert, but well
known in most climbing circles, he would be a 
popular choice . 
Nick Estcourt, perhaps? Or Bill March? No 
one better on technical matters . Colin 
Mortlock? Walt Unsworth? Bob Pettigrew? 
Malcolm Howells? Whoever is the final 
choice, the job will stand or fall on him. 
Given the right man, the B.M.C. can only 
strengthen its position, but the wrong one 
would be a counterweight to all progress. 

Other Committees 
To implement the ideas of the Future Policy 
'Think Tank' and to provide an efficient 
backing for the new National Secretary, a 
strong team is required to manage the 
Council's growing finances, hence the new 
Finance Committee under the chairmanship of 
J. Llewelyn Jones (long-standing Hon . 
Treasurer to the B.M.C.). It comprises Roger 
Chorley, Simon Clark (of Puma's Claw fame, 
ex-Harvard Business School, now with Shell) , 
Jim Battersby (of the Department of Trade 
and Industry), Jack Crewe (currently B.M .C. 
Assistant Hon . Treasurer) and probably also 
Dave Partridge. Amongst the issues they will 
need to advise and act upon are possible 
expedition sponsorship, guidebook production , 
hut matters etc. If money is available from 
the Sports Council for loans to expeditions, 
the B.M.C. has expressed interest in 
continuing in this field, possibly in conjunction 
with the Mount Everest Foundation . 
The issue of new guidebooks, and general 
advice to Clubs on the subject, will come 
within the scope of the Publications 
Committee. This has John Wilkinson (Editor 
of F.R .C.C. guides) in the chair and 
J. Llewelyn Jones as financial adviser; it also 
includes Ken Vickers, who has been actively 
engaged in the production of Peak District 
guidebooks, and Allan Austin (co-editor of 
the new Langdale guide). One of the problems 
facing this committee will be to find a way of 
assisting the Climbers' Club guidebooks which 
are currently experiencing financial difficulty. 
Allied to the Publications Committee, a Films 
Committee is envisaged, but there is no news 
on this yet. Another, still in the process of 
being formed, is the Huts Committee under 
Don Morrison. Besides taking over the 

management of the Council's own Glen 
Brittle Hut, this committee will liaise with the 
Mountaineering Council of Scotland to build 
a possible new hut on Nevis, towards which a 
£2,000 legacy has been received. On a Club 
level, the committee will advise on possible 
ways of financing individual huts and the 
availability of grants, etc . 
A showcase committee is the new International 
Committee, which stars such prestigious 
lights as Chris Bonington, Mick Burke, Alan 
Heppenstall, Ian McNaught Davis, Cliff 
Phillips, Colin Taylor and Don Whillans. 
Alan Blackshaw will chair its meetings, and 
its job is to advise on relationships with 
foreign alpine clubs, exchange visits, and so 
on. Concerned more with the Council's image 
on the home front will be the Public 
Relations Committee, so far including 
Dave Partridge in the Chair, myself as 
Secretary, with designer Robin Day BMC 
symbol, Steve Johnston of Penguin Books, 
Paul Sharp graphics for Alpine Journal, and 
Chris Brasher. The job of spreading the B.M .C. 
gospel and keeping the media informed of 
official attitudes, letting them know who to 
approach for authoritative punditry in the 
event of a climbing news story . 
These are just a few of the new working 
parties. There will also be a Training 
Committee and a Safety Committee (with 
possibly Ron James and John Lees). The 
Equipment Committee will continue 
to be run by its established workhorses: 
W. H. Ward (who has served on it for no less 
than twenty years so far) and Frank Solari 
(whose record of service is hardly less) , with 
George Steele, Don Robertson and Denny 
Moorehouse. Then there is the new Amenity 
Committee, which will concern itself with 
conservation and access matters. Hilary 
Sinclair will be Chairman and his team will 
include Gwen Moffat, who has already 
established her credentials in this field with 
the publication of Survival Count, an 
autobiographical journey towards conservation, 
and Peter Mould (Climbers' Club) who as a 
member of the Chiltern Society has already 
gained useful protesting experience! Climbers 
may say that there are already more than 
enough ginger groups working towards 
conservation, and that there is no need for 
them to pitch in as well. But they will be the 
first to agree that the aims of some of these 
groups are not in accord with their own. 
Ramblers, for instance, would like to see all 
open spaces criss-crossed with a network of 
long distance footpaths, all prominently 
'way-marked'. Few climbers would 
appreciate this intrusion into the wilder 
stretches of our countryside. 

Too much politics? 
Readers may wonder why we have devoted 
so much space to the 'political' affairs of the 
B.M.C. which at first sight seem to have 
little to do with the real business of climbing. 
We have done so feeling that the time has 
come to face up to certain factors which are 
gnawing away at the very foundations of 
climbing as we know it - issues like 
certification, access and sponsorship, which 
are causing widespread concern. Any effort 
the B.M.C. is making to face them squarely 
should get sympathetic support. Obviously, 
reasoned criticism is valid, but gibes at 
empire-building should be resisted. The many 
people involved in the new committees 
represent merely voluntary voices from a wide 
spectrum of climbers; the only increase 
envisaged at the moment in the Council's 
paid staff is the exchange of half-time 
administrator for a full-time National 
Secretary. Dennis Gray summed up the 
majority feeling in this respect, when he said: 
"I would hope this will be the last major 
development within the B.M.C. I am against 
further growth if we are not to become a 
bureaucracy and out of touch with real 
climbing needs". 



PONDERING THE 
IMPONDERABLE 

A Literary Critique by Mike Pearson 

The review section of the 1973 edition of Ascent featured a 
long quotation from Tree, an as yet unpublished work on 
mountaineering aesthetics by Michael Charles 11 D'haulagiri 
Sp. A. Tobias t. The editors of Ascent expressed the belief 
that they had "scored something of an alpine, literary coup, 
in obtaining the pre-publication galley proofs" of this two
volume work. We at Mountain only received a xerox copy of 
the typescript of the second volume (but then we have 
never claimed to be in the same class as Ascent!). However, 
we did receive a review of the book as well , and I assume 
that Ascent did not, as no comment appeared in that 
learned journal. I wonder, though, if there was another 
reason for the lack of comment. Tree is not the easiest of 
books to read ; in fact, it's murder. In attempting to interpret 
the section we received, there were times when I couldn 't 
decide whether its incomprehensibility was my fault or the 
author's. But perhaps that is the measure of Mr. Tobias's 
scholarship. Try this for a typical sentence: 

"The hopefully imbred (by this time and in perindrew) 

mechanisms preventing emotional allocation of some 
sort of underachieving rationalism to combat with what 
will be no new distinctive series of conscious relationsh ips 
(supposedly already passed through in the process of 
enlightenment or upward movement) the infirmities 
(again at this near final stage) of a retreat back to a 
discipline whose reacquisition in physical manifestation 
would portend a generative convalescence and an 
agreement with history spelling the infinince of hope and 
the thus absolute negation of a finite ultimate and 
outward duration in reduction away from the cycles of 
consciousness or reincarnation (assuming even of course 
some sort of eternal recycling going on) is but to assert 
divisibility, or to bring the solitude of declaration in 
concordance with its maker's duality, to assail and sort 
the fractions and particulars as nissen and flatened 
unquestionable seraten like the calm of Cuthbert as the 
King from Lindisfarne comes round out to rouse and take 
him there ensconsed enow to hold away reacting in 
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seclusion 's pertinacitous garb epithium tropal regnum 
and (" like a flock of homesick cranes flying night and 
day back to their mountain nests let all my life [to be 
taking] its eternal voyage to its eternal home") an ' are as 
satisfyed all our lives after own 'w dallyballied great 
fish inourguts whooll brung us to the shorwes ofthu 
linnen, the dialectic of what is perfection and a conclusion 
which relies again on the unknowing substance of the 
glacier, a whole creating cosum in the complex 
answering of it and a final perfection in that primitive 
long ago choice to die early in the premediated release, 
the fall with conscioun and semen left there on top, 
the ultimate end of the separation of mind and body, 
the parting of long lovers, 
the withering of the commune 
as our fathers 
bedraggled in hubris and defiance and sympathy 
accomplished enough of their act to bring us out of it." 

And it's no use saying " but you've taken it out of context" , 
because the context is more of the same stuff in much the 
same style. 
I believe, however, that Mr. Tobias deserves a hearing, partly 
because he is representative of an interesting and important 
sociological phenomenon currently much in evidence 
in the Western World, and partly because he has obviously 
spent a tremendous amount of time in compiling this 
daunting work and one assumes that he is trying to say 
something . Perhaps, before discussing it, I should try to 
sketch in what I know of the book's background. 

Pl<A'-t' DESISf 1H~ EXWACflON 
OF MUCOUS f32>E'SiA FROM Y(X,11< 
A2oe,c:s21$ VIA THE FUNCTTON .., 
OF Dl&\TAL MAN\+\JLATIOl'L J 

y---

Michael Tobias is a 23-year-old graduate of Boulder 
University, where (I imagine) he majored in philosophy and 
linguistics. Evidently, he also spent a good deal of his time 
delving into Eastern mysticism of one sort or another, 
for he seems to be well-informed on such matters. Indeed, 
the publisher's exegesis claims that he has "carried out 
exhaustive research and study in libraries throughout the 
United States, France, Switzerland and Israel". Tobias is 
also a founder-member of the 'Tree Community', a 
"mountaineering commune dwelling silently with rock, 
waters and panda bears in North-Eastern Himalaya". 
Actually, according to my informant, that isn't strictly true : 
the Tree Community consists of six or seven persons who 
would like to be dwelling silently etc., etc. , but who are still 
in Boulder Colorado at the moment. But that is not to knock 
the Tree Community, for this project is central to Mr. 
Tobias's beliefs, as I understand them, and some day the 
community may actually come into its own as the practical 
realization of what are at present largely a collection of 
hypotheses. 
In fact, the Tree Community has already seen action in 
various parts of the world, including "Greece, Cornwall , 
Garmisch and Chamonix, and throughout Switzerland and 
Austria", and a couple of years ago four of its members 
spent several months climbing and communing in Israel 
(see Mountain 29). On that occasion the party (which 
included Tobias) pioneered a number of climbs on the 
granite cliffs in the vicinity of St. Catherine's Monastery, in 
the Sinai desert. Following the example of Moses, who was 
probably the first person to do any serious climbing in the 
area, they made most of their ascents solo, and frequently 
climbed naked (because of the heat). Appropriately, they 
were based " . .. in one of many caves surrounding the 
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area which undoubtedly have served in the last 1,300 years 
a whole stream of hermits, pilgrims, and devout crazies 
through the middle ages and Renaissance ... " 
I would guess that the Mt. Sinai area, with all its 
historical and religious associations, was an ideal place for 
the Tree Community to have a trial run, so to speak. For 
it is Mr. Tobias's contention that the mountain environment 
provides the ideal medium for the ultimate transcendental 
experience, and that this is in fact what climbing has 
always been about. He sees the formation of small 
mountain communities of climber/ascetics as being the first 
step on the road to this particular form of personal 
sublimation, which in itself represents the 'historico-
logical' end-point of the climbing experience. Indeed, it is 
his belief that the contemporary mountaineering zeitgeist 
already shows evidence of a swing in this direction: 

"In the last five years mountaineering has attained a 
complex simplicity, elegance, daring (madness) and 
often superfluous corpulence wholly phenomenal and 
beyond the prophecies of those still alive who were 
climbing five years ago. In Chamonix, Yosemite, 
Boulder, and Garmish, the Andes, Caucasus, Urals, and 
upon the many isolated walls and peaks in Africa, 
Malaysia, Antarctica, on Baffin Island, at Fitz Roy, 
among the Lotus Towers and the walls of Norway, the 
boulders of Rhodesia, Nigeria and West Australia , and 
from the black canyons of Switzerland, Uganda and 
Northern New Zealand to the Himalayas, is a new and 
vague intimation which has been emerging. It is best 
seen in the small , definitely esoteric climber-ascetic 
poet-Renaissance 'wild man ' camps which usually, like 
deodar adrift, coagulate about those ascents and 
beneath the inevitable waterfalls there." 

But of course it is not only amongst climbers that 
this sort of thing is going on. Hundreds of young 
westerners, disenchanted with the life-style and mores of 
the consumer society, are rejecting more conventional modes 
of existence and trying to find themselves new codes by 
which to live. The common denominator, perhaps because 
there is comfort in company, is almost invariably the 
commune motif. But the frills differ: sometimes it's pot, 
sometimes it's sex, sometimes it's a mild asceticism or a 
wishy-washy brand of solipsism, and sometimes it's a wild 
affair with one or other of the Eastern religions. Rarely, 
however, is any serious effort made to communicate with 
the world that is being rejected. Which is what makes 
Michael Tobias's book so interesting, for it has the air of a 
genuine attempt to elucidate the vision of just one of our 
many contemporary visionaries. 
Tree is divided into two parts : Paradiseo!ogical Mountain 
Physiolatrical Aestheticism, and D'haulagirideon. In 
summarizing the first part, which I haven't seen, I am 
borrowing freely from a letter we received from Eric 
Hoffman, assistant editor of the Agni Review under whose 
auspices Tree is to go to print. 
Tobias believes that mankind has a predisposition towards 
'infinite thought', but that this is in some way muted or 
rendered invalid during the acquisition of language. 
Linguistic reductionism, as it were, imposes limits on the 
development of the mind, withholding it from the realization 
of its full capacity. In the first part of his book, Tobias 
outlines this hypothesis and puts forward the proposition 
that the individual is actually quite capable of 
disencumbering himself of the restrictions imposed by 
language. And this is where the "doctrine of mountain 
hermetics" comes in, for Tobias believes that the overcoming 
of the language barrier is greatly facilitated in the 
climbing/commune situation . In fact, the ultimate aim is to 
be rid not only of the constrictions of the mind, but also 
those of the body, thus resolving for ever the classical 
mind/body paradox and giving rise to what (I think) Tobias 
terms the state of 'poetic constancy'. 
In the second part of his work, Tobias quotes extensive 
historical evidence to support his hypotheses regarding the 
importance of the mountain environment and the hermitical 
existence in bringing about the ultimate spiritual 
experience. Here is eclecticism run riot, for the 'codex' 
(the term Tobias gives to this fragmentary collection of 
writings and sayings) is made up of material from all 
periods of history, from all parts of the world, and from 



all manner of religious and mystical sources. While building 
this metaphysical card-house, Tobias also indulges in a sort 
of fantasy in which he has already achieved his ideal , 
having become the mountain hermit about to rend the 
linguistic veil. To make matters worse, he switches from one 
role to the other - from discussing and evidencing the 
codex to setting off on his final solo journey on to the 
hypothetical mountain where, having achieved a total 
immersion of the body into the spirit, he will disappear. 
Now that is all very well , but it is damned difficult to 
follow, and very, very confusing . And this is where I would 
take issue with Mr. Tobias, for we obviously hold quite 
different views about the function of language in 
communication. It is in this respect also that I find myself 
at variance with two of Mr. Tobias 's admirers, Mr. Hoffman 
and Miss Yasmine Ghandhi (who sent us a review of Tree ), 
both of whom claim that there is a clear relationship 
between Mr. Tobias's work and that of James Joyce, mainly 
in terms of style. This, I think, is a total misconception . 
Joyce was using language as a malleable art-form, whereas 
Tobias purports to instruct and inform. Joyce could safely 
eject a stream of neologisms and play merry hell with the 
rules of grammar and syntax, because his aim (indeed, his 
achievement) was not to inform but to portray the way 
people think and feel. There is no point in entangling you r 
readers in a web of linguistic and syntactic trickery if you 
are trying to put forward an argument. Moreover, it is futile 
to attempt to use language to get beyond language, for that 
is itself a linguistic paradox . 
Actually, this question of communication raises another 
point about Mr. Tobias and the people he represents. A 
distressing feature of the current intellectual literary scene 
is that there is a tendency towards abstruse verbosity 
which is often confused with scholarship. To my mind, the 
hallmark of good writing lies in its clarity and not in the 
extent to which it can be got up to resemble cotton wool. In 
this respect, I am sorry to say, Miss Ghandhi was every bit 
as bad as Mr. Tobias himself. What is one to make, I 
wonder, of her contention that Tree is "a scholarly piece of 
meditative phenomena which engenders within its seemingly 
limitless expanse a departure from the usual vague yet 
cognitive comprehension of climbing unto a family, a 
communal experiment of mountaineering lovers . . . " ? 
Elsewhere, Miss Ghandhi remarked that Tobias's work was 
entrenched in "present day post -structuralist French bio
literary-linguistic criticism" (amongst other things) . It was 
something of a comfort to discover, when I talked to Miss 
Ghandi on the telephone, that she wasn't sure what she 
meant by that either. 
But there is, as I say, a vogue for this kind of writing, 
and I find it rather frightening, for it suggests the 
existence and acceptance of a degree of intellectual 
sloppiness which is quite unforgivable. Mr. Tobias is 
unhappy about the restrictions imposed by language, and he 
would have us cast off our linguistic bonds and journey 
with him to the bigger and better world of infinite thought. 
But I think it is worth remembering that, although language 
may indeed close certain mental doors, it does open others. 
In particular, it opens the door to inter- individual 
communication which, ironically enough, is something that 
I suspect interests Mr. Tobias quite as much as his 
proposed journey into the solipsist world of spiritual 
existence. 
Is Tree, then, to be totally disregarded? I think not, for 
hidden away in its tangled depths there is a wealth of 
fascinating material. Before Mr. Tobias launches himself off 
on his final journey towards physical dissolution, I for one 
would like him to take a break and reorganize the bulk of 
his work a little more conventionally. I know this is the 
request of a metaphysical philistine, but presumably Mr. 
Tobias would like us philistines to know what he is about? 
There is, after all, no point in his preaching to the already 
converted. He can then safely fade away into the 
swirling mists of his own spiritual white-out, having left 
us lesser mortals a means by which to follow in his 
neo-meta-quasi-phenomenological footsteps. 

S UMMARY 
A discussion of the literary style of the book D' haulagirideon by 
M ichael Charles Tobias. 

We lry harder 
so lhal you can 
The equipment we sell 
the advice is free 
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blowing in the wind 
A journey to climb two volcanos on the South Patagonian Ice-Cap 

Story and Photographs by Leo Dickinson 

A faint wind ghosting across the Patagonian Ice Cap filled 
the parachute, fattening it to the shape of a large nose cone. 
The two sledges moved forward. Eric, on his skis, struggled 
with the rope attached to the lead sledge, which creaked 
beneath the 700 lb. load of climbing and expedition gear. 
Mick perched on the 'cowcatcher', clasp-knife ready to cut 
free the parachute if the sledges headed for a crevasse or 
became too wild to control. I clung on behind, anchor-man 
in what appealed to me as a Hobbit-style journey through 
misty Patagonia. 
The wind was steady and we learned to control the whip
lash effect of the sledge line. We were making 15 knots 
across a crisp, white sea between Cerro Lautero, an active 
volcano we had just climbed, and the Viedma glacier 
eighty miles away. 
The sledge runners whispered against the ice and we relaxed, 
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Mick so much so that he fell from his perch and the sledges 
ran over his legs. He looked more surprised than injured, 
but a broken leg here would be serious; on the bald dome 
of the ice cap we were a hundred miles from medical help. 
Fortunately the sledges pressed him into the snow and did 
no more than crease his trousers. We continued. 
When the local paper heard that 'Tiger' Mick Coffey was 
going to Patagonia on an expedition starting by 
parachuting on to the continental ice cap, they quickly went 
to interview him. Armed with a photographer and a 
journalistic genius, they took publicity pictures of Mick, first 
in a Smithfield deep freeze and then, having read our 
expedition blurb further, in a wind tunnel at Farnborough. 
Mick is now a ventiphobic vegetarian. 

Dropping on to a snow-covered ice cap was tremendously 
appealing, combining total commitment and immediate 



severance from civilization . The Argentinian Consul in 
London complimented us on our plans and asked how many 
men we were taking . He himself had parachuted his regiment 
on to a nearby icefield and lost two men (parachutes don 't 
open in crevasses) . 
" Four," I told him. 
"Not enough - I advise you to take two reserves. " 
I found a cheap supply of outdated 'chutes. My instructor 
from the Black Knights Parachute Club was more sceptical 
than the consul. A laconic, Whillans-type figure, he said: 
" Just send back a postcard with 1 - 4 written on it. " To 
indicate the number of 'chutes that had opened . 
We flew to South America, where unforseen circumstances 
turned the wheel of fortune. Shortly after our arrival the 
Urugayan rugby team's airliner crashed to the north, 
prejudicing pilots against further flights over the Andes. 
Then came the Nicaraguan earthquake, and all available 
planes were diverted to ferry in supplies. Finally, it emerged 

The frame of the Spring Bokz being attached to the sledge. 

that nobody wanted to fly over ice caps anyway, and even 
if they did (watch the catch) they weren't allowed to. So 
much for Argentinian bravura. Then Eric looked again at our 
map and 'discovered' that it was really Chile that we wanted 
to drop into. But in Santiago it transpired that we would be 
parachuting on to the political sensibilities of the Allende 
regime, for airborne invasions over communist countries are 
strictly for Bond characters. 
Our planned two-minute drop- in turned into an eighteen-day 
walk on to the ice cap. But the expedition was half Irish by 
then anyway: Ernesto O'Reilly, who joined us in South 
America, couldn 't have been anything else. 
Our pyramid tent proved not to be too successful ; three of 
the four poles snapped seconds after its first erection . We 
pinned down what remained of the tent with large rocks, 
crawled into the wreckage and fell asleep, exhausted. Mick 
had a nightmare that he was trapped on the Patagonian 
Ice Cap in a wrecked tent and started to thrash around in 
his sleeping bag like an enraged chrysalis . 
We were now six weeks behind schedule and Ernesto had 
to leave for three jobs. A South African expedition trying 
Fitzroy's Super Couloir sold us a Whillans Box, which Mick 
discovered was not a genuine Whillans Box but a home
made version built in South Africa . He duly painted a more 
suitable brand-name on its side: 'Spring Bokz'. This article 
was transported on to the ice cap on top of a sledge, with 
Eric and Mick pulling and me pushing . Mine was clearly the 
most dangerous part for I could not see approaching 
crevasses and several times found myself dangling from the 
'cowcatcher'. 
The first of thirty-two days on ice began. For us, harnessed 
to the heavy sledges, moving like over-shelled snails across 
the plateau, they felt like long days. There were days of 
'white-out' weather, when the sky and the snow froze into 
a uniform greyness, erasing the horizon. At night we were 
!~lied to sleep by the pitiful lament of Joan Baez singing 
What have they done to the rain?" and "Blowing in the 

wind". 

Cerro Lautero, Eric Shipton 's elusive volcano, grew from a 
distant grey speck glimpsed occasionally through the mist 
to a high evil - reeking fortress, looming 7,000ft. above ou r 
camp. It was unclimbed ; two Argentinians had reached a 
point 150m. from the top, but had been driven back by the 
smell - an unusual reason for failure on a mountain . 

Our first attempt on Lautero started and ended in a white -out. 
The mountain could not be found . Its distance from our 
camp, estimated at one mile, was more like five . Finding the 
bokz again in conditions of almost nil visibility was a 
miracle wrought largely through Mick's foresight in 
staggering ski sticks at 1 00m. intervals away from the tent 
as we left. 
The second attempt ended just as ignominously, in the face 
of quantities of ice pouring down the mountain. Clearly, new 
thinking was called for. The third time we set off at 
midnight. At 5.0 a.m. the sky was still alive with stars. 
Eric pointed to the east: the 'Red Planet' of Mars was 
clearly rising, pursued across the Milky Way an hour later 
by the red disc of the sun. 
The wind had sculptured the ice into hideously deformed 
mushroom shapes; the mountain tilted and we moved 
quickly up the steep flank of ice which had large holds like 
brittle jug handles. At 10,000ft. we could smell the sulphur 
fumes seeping through the mountain sides ; the ice 
disappeared and Cerro Lautero became an intimidating 
cone of warm mud. Then we were at the top, on an ice raft 
surrounded by five fissures, each pumping out a thin haze of 
foul sulphur. The view was stupendous. Sixty miles to the 
west, beyond a claw-shaped coastline of fjords, lay the 
Pacific. To the south, the fjords merged with the higher 
mountains and glacier systems which came from the ice cap. 
There lay the cold wilderness of the Upsala and Viedma 
glaciers, and eastwards the spires of Cerro Torre and 
Fitzroy. Cerro Pyramid, floundering in the imagination of the 
past, lay stranded in the centre of the blinding carpet of ice. 

"I don't want to be around in the hot seat when it goes 
bang," said Mick, no vulcanologist . A short discussion 
followed : had we or had we not made the first ascent? 
Mick summed it up: " To claim it you 've got to park your ass 
on the summit." 
As we reached the col on the way down, Cerro Lautero 
emitted a loud and evil-smelling belch, and yellow fumes 

Cerro Lautero ( 1 /,089ft.) 

billowed from the vent holes. Apparently it had not enjoyed 
the experience of being climbed. 

We descended to our skis and reached our bokz at 11 .0 p.m., 
twenty-four hours after starting . The bokz was only 4ft. 
wide and the duty cook, the one in the middle, had an 
assortment of dehydrated foods and biscuits to make a meal 
from . As he cooked in the doorway, he was well situated to 
reach out for fresh snow. No one was allowed to relieve 
himself immediately outside the door. In bad weather, or at 
night, an empty petrol container was used. Some standards 
were essential. In fact, our hands and teeth were washed 
regularly every week. 
On the second day after climbing Lautero we skied to an 
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Above: Jones and Coffey guide the sledge powered by a parachute. Below : Camp on the ice-cap before the Lautero 
ascent. 



unclimbed and unnamed mountain ten miles to the north . 
After a few miles it was downhill. Steering was difficult 
with a heavy sac and soon I hit a bump hard. I fell and 
rolled over many times ; both skis flew off and continued 
the journey alone. One stopped about 150ft. away. Attaching 
it to my boot I could see the other one still gliding 
downhill. I set off after it, none too steadily and rather 
precariously, approaching it like a skittish horse about to bolt . 

At the foot of the mountain, by a small green lake, we roped 
up. The route was defended by huge unstable glacier 
blocks and we climbed to the sound of creaking ice among 
scars left by recently fallen seracs. It was steep and 
increasingly difficult. A frozen mushroom of snow built by 
the wind on the summit formed a sharp sting in the 
mountain's tail. But before this final obstacle lay the longest 
crevasse any of us had ever encountered, an ugly gash in 
the ice, splitting the slope, crossed by a fragile snow bridge. 
Below, the split yawned in ever deeper shades of blue, 
apparently to the centre of the earth . "If that goes while 
we're on top, we'll be here for good," said Mick, looking at 
the bridge. That was the third consoling thought of the day, 
the second being that we would have to return through the 

The summit ice wall of Cerro Mimosa 

hanging seracs after the day's sun had loosened them, and 
the first being the ten-mile uphill ski slog back to out tent . 
It was then that I noticed a vent emitting steam. Our 
unknown mountain was an active volcano. Ifs not every 
day you find a new volcano ; I haven't come across many 
in Lancashire. 

Following page: Cerro Mimosa, a previously unclimbed volcano on the South Patagonian Ice Cap. The route followed the ridge on the left. 
satellites Cerro Electrico and Aguja de la Silla, dominates the landscape. On the right the main peak is Cerro Torre, with satellites Cerro Stanhardt and Torre 
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climbers. This problem was a much sought-prize in the early part of 1973 and repelled some strong attempts. It was eventually climbed by Tom Higgen s who, 
other 'doctored' routes. Photos: Ed Boyles 

Climbers in Yosemite Valley, until recently engrossed in the complexities of aid-climbing on the big walls, are 
now concentrating on short free climbs, and working hard to limit the use of pitons. Here Jim Bridwell, a 
leading figure in this free-climbing renaissance, reports on the new mood that grips the valley. 

Powell/Reed route on Middle Cathedral Rock. 
At about this time physical training poked its magical head 
into the Yosemite Scene. Frank Sacherer and Eric Beck 
started it by circuit training in Berkeley and climbing at 
weekends. With this system they turned out two master
pieces: the West Face of Sentinel (in one day, and without 
Jumars), and the Direct North Buttress of Middle 
Cathedral Rock - all free. On the latter they knocked out 
eighty aid pins by intricate route-finding and masterful 
climbing . This demonstrated the usefulness of strength 
training and opened doors into the future. At this point 
Sacherer left the climbing scene and bequeathed the 
raising of the standard to the younger breed of fast 
developing disciples. His achievement, along with Chuck 
Pratt's, marked the era between 1963 and 1965. Chuck's 
poise, natural ability and control, along with Frank's 
brilliance, daring and vision, earmarked climbing styles for 
those who followed. 
Big walls were still foremost on the agenda for the majority 
of climbers; such routes as the Sacherer Cracker, Left Side 
of the Slack, Bride/veil East, Right Side of the Hourglass 
and the strenuous, poorly protected Twilight Zone were left 
neglected while the young gained confidence. 

From 1966 to 1968 the free-climbing symphony had a 
few movements added to it. Chris Fredrick's fierce route 
Eng/Jsh Breakfast Crack, repelled several attempts, while Loyd 
Price added the Vendetta , with its bold, unprotected, 
off-width problem on the second pitch. Pat Ament, a 
sensitive young climber from Boulder, made an appearance 

and started some waves in the free -climbing sea. His 
contributions included the Left Side of the Remnant and the 
Centre of the Slack - all free - as well as the freeing of 
Limbo Ledge. These were certainly demonstrations of 
expertise. 
In 1968 Frank Sacherer's premonition that the Stove Legs 
on the Nose of El Capitan would go free was realized by 
Jim Bridwell and Jim Stanton. The Legs section is now 
done as a climb in itself. This bit of the Nose is today one 
of the most sustained free climbs in the country. The 
vertical lines of the cracks make it a most exhilarating route 
to look at, as well as to climb. Every sort of problem is 
encountered, from finger cracks to off-widths, with lie 
backs and chimneys and a pendulum now and then for spice. 
The Legs are a true challenge, even for the best free climbers. 
1969 saw few new hard free routes, but many of the 
existing hard problems were repeated . Beginning in 1970 
the big boom of volcanic free-climbing erupted in the 
Valley. Several young stars started to shine : Mark Klemens, 
Barry Bates, Peter Haan, Jim Bridwell and Mead Hargis 
were among those shining most brightly. Mark Klemens 
returned to the Valley after a two year lay-off and like a 
lightning bolt became the main motivating force of the year. 
The fact that he began completely out of shape didn't 
seem to affect his smooth, controlled style. As an opener, 
he pioneered Absolutely Free, a respectable route with 
5.1 O fist and off-width jamming. New routes were his 
'bag', and he sacked New Dimensions as his next prize. 

continued on page 30 
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Above left : Henry Barber uses versatile wedging techniques to 
make progress on English Breakfast Crack, a short route and one of 
the most popular 5 .1 O's in the valley. Photo: Paul R ass 
Below left and centre: Hard ' classic' jamming on the Final Exam, 
an impressive corner climb at the foot of Half Dome. 
Photos: Rab Carrington 
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Right : Phil Gleason shows signs of strain during an attempt on 1096, 
one of the recent crack and chimney inventions. Flared chimneys such 
as this are a common problem in Yosemite, and valley climbers 
have developed advanced skills to climb them with the minimum of 
effort. The skills were of no avail on this occasion, however, as 
Gleason fell just above this point. Photo: Galen Rowell 





Above: Arch Rock, a small cliff at the entrance of the valley, boasting six fierce climbs. Right: One of the most impressive initial valley cliffs is the 
900ft. Elephant Rock buttressed in front by a pillar called The Worst Error. Two recent routes show up clearly on this pillar: Hot Line follows the 
central crack system and Straight Error takes the distinctive vertical crack on the right. Elephant Rock is also noted for its stupendous off-width crack 
climbs-Cracks of Doom and Despair. Photos: Ken Wilson 

The climb is very sustained and consistently thin, a real 
test of finger strength and technique. In the same season, 
Klemens mounted two more virgin crack systems on 
Absolutely Free, plus routes such as Gripper, 
Independence Pinnacle and Henley Quits. All of these were 
aesthetic as well as difficult. Barry Bates was also 
developing quickly in 1970. After three years, his route on 
the Centre of Independence will still send a thrill even 
through those experienced at thin hand cracks. 

At this stage the hydra of ethics and style began to show 
its many heads. Fine points normally overlooked assumed 
importance. The scruples of a first ascent have always been 
met either with criticism or praise, and unwritten laws have 
gradually been formulated over the years. But suddenly 
everything shifted into high gear. The resulting pressure has 
been increasingly felt. Good new routes were, and are, 
coveted and consequently kept secret from the waiting 
ambitions of eager climbers. 

From 1971 to 1972 some appalling new routes were 
conceived. These initiated a new precedence in attitudes, 
techniques and equipment. The eye saw lines that were only 
possible after certain specialised strengths had been 
developed. A programme of progressively more difficult 
and specialised climbs was devised to prepare for a 
specific route. Esoteric exercises as well as unique boulder
ballet problems now elaborated the training tables of the 
climbing athlete. Using this system, many fine routes were 
composed on sight. Some of the great problems of the past 
two years epitomize the best in Yosemite climbing. 

New Dimensions, originally done free by Barry Bates and 
Steve Wunsch, was the first of these routes. Persistently 
difficult and strenuous climbing leads to the final 5.11 
finger-tip crack up a leaning corner. 

The Left Side of the Hourglass, a work of genius by 
Peter Haan, remains one of the most respected leads of the 
day. One thinks of the potential fifty-foot fall while leading 
the overhanging, 5.10 off-width crack after the undercling. 
This single lead, with its 5.10 hand crack to a 5.10 under
cling to a 5.10 off-width, all without resting spots. makes 
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the overall rating 5.11, and earmarks the accelerative pitch 
- in imagination. 
Cream is a fine demonstration of off-width art. The route 
was improvised on sight, at the first attempt, by Mark 
Klemens. Mark is known for his masterful control in 
off-width cracks. The climb is strenuous and hard to 
protect. The feeling of security fleets from reach on this 
lead, and you know why when the rope hangs out eight 
feet at the bottom ! 
Several of the leads on Basket Case would constitute a 
crux on most routes. At present the route stands as the 
most difficult off-width problem in the country. 
Twenty-foot runouts on four-inch 5.11 cracks and a 5.10, 
one-and-a-quarter-inch crack on the lower pitch accent 
the variety of this climb. The first free ascent was done by 
Mark Klemens and Jim Bridwell. 
The 1973 season is continuing the acceleration of the 
standards. At present styles and ethics have become 
homogenized into spartan austerities. The new ideals have 
left certain free-climbing ethics passe. All-nut ascents, and 
'flashing' a route (climbing on first try) are more desirable 
than using pitons and sieging a pitch yo-yo style. 
Today, few climbs (big walls excepted) are done initially 
as aid climbs. New ethics now regard top-roping, or placing 
protection on rappels, as highly undesirable. Unfortunately 
these styles and ethics form the basis of insidious 
competition which can prove quite abrasive to the psyche 
of the climbing community. Is it art or insanity? Will the 
Law of Diminishing Returns bring a halt to the present 
progress? How much working-out and how many 
self-inflicted morals is a section of stone worth? Or does 
the answer lie deeper, within the very soul of a man? 
Will the new disciples tend to purify the lust for perfection 
of the whole being? Maybe the competitive ego will be 
replaced with an open-minded appreciation of form; ethics 
may fuse with aesthetics, making practice rather than 
personality paramount. 

The form is defined, the refinements infinite. The seeds are 
already sprouting in many devoted practitioners of the art. 
When art becomes a way of life, with religious significance 



Arch Rock. Routes: 1. Entrance Exam; 2. The English Breakfast Crack; 
3. Midterm; 4. Leaning Meanie; 5. The Gripper; 6 . New Dimensions. 

to the individual, that art gains a useful position in the 
cosmic scheme. Aleister Crowley, with his bold spiritualism, 
may have been a mutant prototype of a coming generation 
of climbers. Speculations are many and varied, but the 
future definitely holds exciting possibilities. The unusual 
situation presented by Yosemite has developed a unique life. 
The concentrated, difficult climbing and the easy-living 
environment are conducive to long periods of stay in the 
Valley. All this has given rise to an attitude of mind that 
believes nothing to be impossible, and has made Yosemite 
a climber's Utopia: the Mecca of rock-climbing in America 
and maybe the world . 

The Future 
Yosemite is the home of most equipment advances in 
America and, for that matter, the world. Throughout the 
valley's history there has been a steady and rapid 
development of climbing regalia, from Salathe's hard steel 
piton to the present polycentric nut and the even more 
subtle nuances of chalk and tincture of benzoin. The 
farsighted and creative activists in Yosemite have constantly 
been seeking the paraphernalia manifesto. Ethics and 
aesthetics are an important feature of this development, and 
vice versa. As new vistas are opened, changes will 
inevitably occur. Moral decisions will have to be made about 
certain technological innovations, such as chalk and resin. 
I am not arguing either course, but if some development 
makes one route easier to climb, it will make another route 
possible, and for that route use of the innovation may be 
obligatory. That in turn may make a two-sided coin: a 
nuisance to climbers and a boon for manufacturers. As far 
as the consumption of products is concerned, decreation 
will be the responsibility of the whole climbing community. 
Ethics are also due for alterations. Top-roping will probably 
be used not only for physical conditioning and confidence 
building, where bouldering will not suffice, but also as a 
prerequisite in the case of dangerous unprotected leads by 
the climbing avant-garde. We may frown at these ideas, but 
they are likely to become selectively assimilated as part of 
the future norm. 
Difficult face-climbing routes are now being done with the 
aid of a cliff-hanger in a shallow 'quick' bolt hole, which 
facilitates placement of a regulation anchor. Eventually, 
aluminium alloy dowels may be used as protection, which 
would preclude the need for cliff-hanger and protection 
procedures. Siege tactics are being used and will continue 
to be used on new free routes. As ever more improbable 
rock is attempted, these practices may become more prevalent. 
The decisions to be made in this respect will be the 
responsibility of the new generation. These decisions will 
direct the future of the art and determine whether or not it 
is to remain an art. 

1973 Postscript 
Activity reached a crescendo last spring, with feverish 
interest being shown in the obvious but still neglected plum 
routes. The new routes varied from all free grade 5's to 
40-50ft. severe problems. A generous list of relatively new 
names was associated with these first ascents. Stoner's 
H[ghway, an all free grade 5 on Middle Cathedral Rock, 
climbed late this spring by Ed Barry, Peter Barton, Kevin 
Norrall and John Long, may well qualify as the most 

conti nued on page 34 



The Cookie A rea is a 300ft. cliff with a road running to its foot. This 
happy coincidence perhaps explains part of the reason why the cliff 
has become a centre for the intensive efforts of the new breed of 
free-climbers. It is riddled with hard crack and chimney climbs, and 
pride of place is held by the celebrated Nabisco Wall, which these 
photos illustrate. The curious local habit of doing pitches and calling 
them climbs is found here, as the wall was overcome in four separate 
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stages: The Cookie (left side) which leads to The Waverly Wafer, 
followed by Wheat Thin and Butterfingers (all named after popular 
local goodies) . Any of these stages (the higher ones are reached by 
abseil) is considered to be a respectable climb in its own right, and it 
was only recently that they were climbed consecutively. The total 
route is now regarded as being one of the most demanding free climbs 
Yosemite has to offer. The photos on the left page show Henry Barber 



' ~ 
and Jim Erikson during their complete ascent, with Erikson leading the 
fragile layback crack of Wheat Thin , and Barber leading through up 
Butterfingers. On the right hand page (left) Jim Bridwell with Dale 
Bard is seen tackling the crux of Butterfingers from close in . Bridwel/'s 
hands are bound and chalked and treated with chemicals, in order 
to resist wear on the jamming, and give extra friction and grip on 
sweaty holds. These aids are themselves the subject of critical debate 

• 
among American climbers, particularly chalk which is said to deface 
climbs, thus spoiling the experience of subsequent parties. The final 
link in the chain of pitches comprising The Nabisco Wall was added 
by Henry Barber in 1973. Belayed by George Myers, he is seen ( right) 
starting the vicious finger-jamming crack called Butterballs that leads 
directly up from the Waverly Wafer to Butterfingers. 
Photos: Pete Ramins, Keith Nannery and Jib Knight. 
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Above and cover: Outer Limits is another of the Cookie Area's fine routes. The left photo shows Chris Vandiver starting the route, and the others 
depict Australian climber Rick White climbing up to, and traversing, the final difficulties. Photos: Jim Stuart and Henry Barber. 

sustained free climb in Yosemite and possibly in the whole 
country. Six of the eight pitches are 5.10, which puts the 
climb high on any zealot's list. 
Nearly half-a-dozen high quality grade 4's were added to 
the ever growing list of new climbs. These included Wild 
Thing (5.10, A1 , two pendulums) by Ian Wade and Ray 
Jardine, Hot Line (5.10, A1) by Mark Chapman and Jim 
Bridwell, Central Pillar of Frenzy (5.9 or 5.10) by Roger 
Breedlove, Dale Bard, Ed Barry and Jim Bridwell, 
Straight Error (5.10) by Jim Bridwell and Mark Chapman, 
and Mental Block (5.10) by Dale Bard and Jim Bridwell. 
The controversial 5.11 rating acquired substantial additions 
from several well-established names, and two of the most 
formidable leads in American climbing met their match this 
year: Butterballs, a ¾" -1" crack in a vertical wall, was 

5.10 A 

5.10 B 

Face Climbs 

Fallen Arches 
Maxines Wall 
Angels Approach 
North Buttress, 

Middle Cath. 
Lichen Nightmare 
Pulpit Rock (from notch) 
East Buttress, Lower Cath. 
Rixon's West Face (2) 

Pulpit, Orey/ Jones route 
Perhaps 
Limbo Ledge (1) 
Punch Bowl 
East Buttress, 

Middle Cath. 
Henley Quits (2) 
Peanut 
Central Pillar Direct, 

Middle Cath. (8) 

5.1 0 C A Mother's La_ment 
Slab Happy D1hardral 
Chain Reaction 
Paradise Lost. 

Middle Cath. 
Cheek 
D.N.B., Middle Cath. 
Elusion 

5.10 D Swan_Slab (1) 
Hot Line (6) 

5.11 
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Calf 
Void 

Chimneys 

Hot Line (5) 

Lost Arrow Chimney 

Liebacks 

Twilight Zone (3) 
La Escuela (3) 
Rixon's East (1) 

Wheat Thin 
Basket Case ( 4) 
Koko Ledge 

Waverly Wafer 
Powell / Reed, 

Middle Cath. 

Split Pinnacle 
High Pressure 

La Esquela (1 and 2) 
Hour Glass, Left Side 

(undercling) 

finally mastered by Henry Barber ; and the Owl Roof, a 13ft. 
hand-and-fist crack in a horizontal ceiling, was soloed, with 
jumars for belay, by Tom Higgins. This last achievement 
stands as a monument to the enlarging spectrum of free
climbing possibilities. 
The season's contributions were blighted by the absence of 
Rik Reider, one of the most talented climbers to come along 
in many years. Rik proved to have amazing confidence and 
calm on the long run-outs in 1972. Routes like Chain 
Reaction and A Mother's Lament stand in mute testimony to 
his ability. It's to be hoped that the backbone of Yosemite's 
climbers will be of this sort of metal. 
SUMMARY 
Yosemite Valley: California. A briefing on the recent popularity and 
expansion of extreme free -c limbing in the Valley. 

Thin Cracks 

Stone Groove 
Swan Slab (2) 
New Dimensions (2 and 3) 
Vendetta 
Sacherer Cracker 
Siberian S.S. 
East Corner of Higher Spire 
Ramp of Deception 
Central Pillar Direct, Middle Cath.(2,6) 

Outer Limits (1) 
Gripper 
Anathema 
Easy Streaks 
Rixon's West (1 variation) 
Bare Necessi ties 
New Dimensions (1) 

Outer Limits (2) 
Lunatic Fringe 
Hardly Pinnacle 
High Quality 
Slack Center 
English Breakfast Crack 
Sacherer/ Fredericks, Middle Cath. 
Limbo Ledge (2) 
Hot Line (1 and 2) 
Mental Block 

Catchy 
Vanishing Point 
Serenity Crack 
Olga's Trick 
Five and Dime 
Ind. Pinnacle, Center route (3) 
Leaning Meanie 

New Directions 
Butterfingers 
Abstract Corner 
Butterballs 

Hand and Fist 

Henley Quits 
Midterm 
Ahab 
Hump 
Absolutely Free, 

right side. 
Secret Storm 

Peter Pan. right side (2) 
Book of Job 
Ind. Pinnacle, 

Independent route (2) 
Quickie Quizzes 
Rixon's West Face (5) 
This and That (2) 

Meat Grinder 
Bridalveil East, 

Midget Chimney 
Straight Error (2) 

1096 
Final Exam 

Short Cake 
Gold Rush 
Owl Roof 

Off-Width Cracks 

Penny Nickle Arete 
Reed Pinnacle, left side 
Girl Next Door 
Crack of Despair 
Crack of Doom 
The Cookie, left side 
Peter Pan, right side (1) 
Chingando 

Henley Quits, left side 
Vendetta (2) 
Leverage 
Hourglass, right side 
Edge of Night 
Slack, left side 
Pulpit Pooper 
Narrow Escape 
Tower of Geek 
Kat Pinnacle 
Ind. Pin ., Ind. route (3) 

This and That (1) 
Forbidden Pinnacle 
Hourglass, left side 
Chopper Flake 
Jam Session 

Mental Block (2 and 3) 
Twilight Zone 
Steppi n' Out 
Fall Out 

Cream 
Basket Case 

Figures in brackets indicare specific picrures. 



Equipment Notes 
by Graham Tiso 

Ice Climbing Equipment: 
A Static Situation 
Ice climbers can relax. They do 
not have to cast off their old 
gear to keep up in the equipment 
race, for there have been no 
dramatic new developments in 
ice climbing equipment in the 
last two years . However, it is 
worth looking again at some of 
the items covered in my last two 
reviews (Mountain 17 and 
Mountain 20) , to consider some 
problems and some general 
trends. 
Axes and Hammers 
It has rapidly become a 
universally accepted fact that 
ice can be climbed by placing 
an axe into it, rather than by 
using the axe to cut a hole . 
Most factories now produce some 
curved-pick axes, though no 
doubt Chouinard would claim 
that not all curves are acceptable! 
Inter-Alp's 'Alpamayo· has a 
steeply inclined pick, similar in 
appearance to Maclnnes·s 
'Terrordactyl' (imitation is the 
sincerest form of flattery). The 
same factory is also producing 
the 'Devoussoux· axe, with a 
pick whose cross-section is a 
triangular wedge. As yet there 
is no information on how this 
works in practice, but 
theoretically it will work well 
in hard water ice but not in 
softer ice. 
Possibly the best of the new 
axes is the French ' Desmaison ' 
from Alpenlite, but it is 
expensive - even the manu
facturer admits that! 
Some Chouinard axes have lost 
the tip of the pick when used in 
hard water ice, but minor 
modifications have been made 
which should eliminate this 
fault. Some of the Peck/ Macinnes 
range still manage to develop a 
disconcerting rattle, but there 
have been no other failure 
problems. 
With so many axes to choose 
from it is difficult to know which 
to get. A good basic idea of 
quality can be obtained from the 
price: the cheaper axes are 
usually made from a lower 
quality steel than those which 
cost more. Basically, the better 
the steel the harder it is likely 
to be, and therefore the less 
likely it is to go blunt quickly. 
Good hard steel also allows the 
pick to be made slimmer, giving 
good penetration. It seems 
reasonable to assume that the 
shape of the tip of an ice axe 
or hammer pick is fairly 
important. Chouinard and the 
Italians favour a squared-off tip 
whereas the Germans and 
Austrians prefer a chamfered tip. 
Which is best? It's hard to say ; 
perhaps it's only a technocrats' 

discussion anyway. 
New ice hammers from Inter-Alp 
and Stubai are due to appear 
later this year. Both have metal 
shafts and are significantly 
cheaper than the models 
available now. Both will probably 
have a shorter, less refined pick 
form than the present Chouinard 
and Salewa types, and they may 
not work quite as well in hard 
water ice. Nevertheless there 
will undoubtedly be a place for 
them in the market. 
Crampons 
Will anyone ever produce a new 
crampon without bugs? 
Chouinard and Salewa are 
confident that they have overcome 
the problems that have beset 
them, retailers and climbers over 
the past eighteen months. 
Dealers have been authorized 
to replace any broken parts. It 
seems likely that the trouble has 
been in the plating process. 
Microscopic cracks caused by 
bending have allowed a chemical 
reaction to take place in the 
metal, giving rise to hydrogen 
embrittlement. It is still possible 
for any plated Chouinard 
crampon to break unexpectedly. 
If careful examination reveals any 
cracks, the parts should be 
replaced. Future production will 
be paint-dipped. Then there 
should be no problem. 
Strapless cable bindings 
utilizing a cable round the welt 
of the boot are now available 
from Salewa, Stubai and Charlet. 
No reports of how they perform 
have yet been received, but two 
problems are evident. 
Already many mountain boots 
have injection moulded soles, and 
it is unlikely that these will be 
able to withstand the pressures 
put on them at the junction of 
the sole and the upper at the 
back of the heel. It seems that 
injection moulding is cheap and 
foolproof, and most boots will 
probably be made this way in 
the future. One solution may be 
to persuade boot manufacturers 
to put a small ledge on the sole 
at the heel, as on ski boots. 
But there is still another 
problem. In many mountain areas 
climbers find single boots not 
quite warm enough, and double 
boots are heavier, more clumsy 
and expensive. Pete Carmen 
from Jackson Hole developed his 
'Supergators' to deal with this 
situation. The unit completely 
covers the upper of the boot and 
is held down by a fine wire 
running round the welt. Millet, 
amongst others, are producing 
similar all-enveloping gaiters. 
Will the climber have to choose 
between 'Supergators' and the 
crampon binding? Which will he 
choose - probably the gaiters. 

Various views of the new 
Sa!ewa crampon 
bindings. 

Ice Pitons 
Salewa's unique drive-in piton, 
off the market for a long time 
due to manufacturing problems 
is now available again. But it 

new piton, the 'Wart Hog·, is 
vacuum die cast in stainless 
steel and is slightly cheaper. 
With no new developments on 
the horizon it looks as though 

is no longer unique. Chouinard , 
with Salewa's permission, has 
modified the design slightly to 
make withdrawal easier and to 
give, he claims, substantially 
increased holding power. The 

ice climbers can settle down to 
practise their chosen technique. 
As for me, I'm off to Russia in the 
summer to find out what is 
happening there. 

MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS AVAILABLE 

We keep very small stocks of back numbers but occasionally shops over order and 
return magazines for redistribution. At present we hold only the following numbers: 

Mt. 22 Himalayan round-up, Baffin Island, Interview with Cassin . 
Mt. 26 Grandes Jorasses Commentary, True Grit, Asgard Outing, 

Everest. 
Mt. 29 Biography of Willa Welzenbach, Point Five Gully, Boulder 

Trundling, Yosemite Rescue. 
Mt. 30 Scafell (exhaustive study), The Audleygate Scandal. 
Either send 35p (U.K.), 40p or $1.25 (overseas) for each copy, or add these back 
numbers to your new ten issue subscription and receive a further six issues. 
Cheques to Mountain Magazine Ltd ., c/o 30 Collingwood Avenue, London N.10. 

N.U.M.C. and N.C.C. present a lecture by 

GUY LEE on SOUTH AMERICAN CLIMBING 
7.30 p.m. THURSDAY 17th JANUARY. Tickets 35p. 

The Great Hall, Trent Building, Nottingham University 

BECK CRAMPON STRAPS will NOT stretch! ... 
NOT ice up! ... Fasten tightly and you will never 
have to adjust again ... used by most experts ... 
Manufacturer of the Famous CHOUINARD CRAMPON STRAPS 

Write for FREE Catalogue and Sample of Neoprene Nylon 

~ BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS~ 
BOX 3061 • SOUTH BERKELEY • CALIFORNIA mw.iJ 
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or How the Man-Eating Tarantula met the Human Fly 
by Ian McNaught Davis with illustrations by E. Lovejoy Wolfinger 3rd. 
Mountain has just received video-tapes made 
for L.W.B.S. (Lost World Broadcasting 
Services), featuring the final moments of the 
Human Flies Expedition to the Lost World 
Crag. The following is a transcript : 

JOE BEIGE climbs elegantly into view. 
Casually adopting his secret, world famous 
hand-jam to overcome difficulties, he uses his 
other hand to brush away the waves of 
snapping, mandible-waving, poisonous 
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insects that threaten to overwhelm him. The 
L. W.B.S. News Reporter, RAMON GODZILLA, 
comes into shot carrying a microphone. 

Joe Beige: It's a bloody dinosaur. 

Godzilla: Hello, old chap. Welcome to 
L.W.B.S. I'm Ramon Godzilla but my chums 
call me God. How did you like the climb? 

Beige: Are you from the BBC? 

Godzilla belches; a stream of fire from his left 

nostril instantly grills a /ow-flying pterodactyl. 

Godzilla: Really, old man. Started with 
Challoner, don't you know, and all those 
other clever chaps . They walked up the back 
way ; it's a lot easier than the way you came. 

Beige: We do it for the fun and a bit of 

excitement. 
Godzilla: Just like old King Kong . He used 
to love it. Graded your route HVS and A3, 



used a lot of aid. Got killed roof climbing 
with a woman in the States some years back. 
Nice chap, but a bit too randy. Tell us about 
your climb. 

Beige: It was hell. The first two hundred feet 
were overhanging , until we got to the niche. 
This turned out to be a nest of the dreaded 
Bu!/shitmaster snakes, twenty feet long with 
huge dripping fangs. They were terrifying ... 

Godzilla: I know, I know. Had one for 
breakfast this morning. Damned indigestible 
too. 

Beige: Then we did some more overhangs 
to the cabbage patch . . . odd that . . . 

Hamish McPiton making a close-up study 
of the dreaded, poisonous 'Merde de Lance' 
snake. 

Godzilla: Council allotments, old chap . Hope 
you didn 't do any damage. 

Beige: Then another two hundred feet of 
overhanging rock to the Tarantula Terrace. 
They were knee-deep and crawled 
everywhere . .. 

Godzilla: Scrumptious covered in 
chocolate ... 

Beige: Then it was overhanging all the way 
up Africa Flake, only one foothold in hundreds 
of feet, and it took us a whole week to get 
over one overhang . All the time we were 
being attacked by the evil vampire bats that 
suck your blood and carry rabies. 

Godzilla: So that's where the little devils 
are hiding. When the bat-shooting season 
opened on August 12th the bags were pretty 
poor. They' re very good grilled, wrapped up 
in their own wings and stuffed with camel 
dung ... 

Beige: Where do you get the camel dung? 

Godzilla: Africa Flake, old boy. 

Beige: Then we climbed the Wet Chimney. 
It was a solid waterfall and full of snapping, 
man-eating pirhana swimming up to spawn . 

Godzilla: Yum, yum - just like kippers. 

At that moment the immaculately dressed, 
robust figure of Sir Donald 'Sup-Up' 
Williams comes into view, jumaring up the 
rope hanging from Joe Beige's waist. 

Sir Donald: It's bloody Brasher in fancy 
dress. 

Beige: You ' re on telly. 

Godzilla: Welcome to Lost World Television, 

Sir Donald . How did you enjoy your climb? 

Sir Donald: Oh aye. I've just jumared up 
from Base Camp to see how the lads are 
getting on . We're paid to do a job of work 
and I'm here to see they do it. 

Sir Donald 'Sup Up' Williams " /ts called 
a Beer Flower, gives out a pint every half 
hour. I thought it would be nice to take one 
home for the missus." 
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Godzilla: We would like to watch you lead 
the last pitch so we can study your elegant 
technique. 

Sir Donald: Aye, well, I'm having a bit of 
trouble with my special outsize harness, so 
I'll come back when it's fixed. 

He abseils out of shot to be replaced by a 
perspiring Hamish McPiton, hung about 
with cine-cameras, bagpipes, haggis and 
deer-stalker hat, and trying to look as if he 
should be somewhere else. 

McPiton: Och aye and what's this queer 
beastie that looks like Brasher in fancy dress? 

Beige: It's telly, so get those blank contracts 
out of your sporran ; it's another chance to 

establish our position in the Hall of The 
Greats . 

McPiton: I'm just going to get a shot of Sir 
Donald abseiling past that big nest. 

Beige: We've got enough stuff on abseiling 
and prussiking. Get set up next to God over 
there and we'll get a good shot of Moses 
Antheap leading the last pitch . 

McPiton: Och weel , perhaps we can spare 
a few feet on Sir Donald fighting yon birdie . 

The camera pans to show rotund Sir Donald, 
bottle in hand, flying low over the steaming 
jungle in the mouth of a pterodactyl. 

Beige: I don't give that thing much of a 
chance ; one bite and it'll go off like a rocket 

on high-octane fuel . .. 

With an incredibly athletic, double-handed 
flip, muscular Yosemite climber MOSES 
ANTHEAP springs into view. A cult figure for 
middle-aged, anti-establishment climbers, he 
has remained unknown by refusing all pleas 
to write or even to broadcast. Despite his shy, 
self-disciplined, frugal personality, he is 
obviously enraged to find himself appearing 
before television cameras. 

Antheap: What's Brasher doing here? 

Beige: It's L.W.B .S. and Hamish has got a 
contract under his kilt, so get climbing. 

Antheap: What's he doing with that snake? 

Beige: It's a kind of interview technique; it 
ate his sporran. 

Antheap, with forty-three slings round his 
neck, ninety-three pitons and eighty-two 
wire nuts on his waist, and his Hi/ti .45 
semi-automatic bolt gun in his hand, swings 
up the overhangs on the Green Tower, the 
quadruple rope slowly unfurling behind him. 

Godzilla: That's all today folks from me, 
Ramon Godzilla. Next time we hope to bring 
you SIR DONALD MEETS THE ICEMAN. 
direct from the snowy wilderness of Patagonia , 
THE RETURN OF JOE BEIGE, from the sheep 
pens of North Wales, and the ever mysterious 
BRIDE OF ANTHEAP. So, till next time, it's 
good-bye from Godzilla and the team from 
The Lost World of Sport. 

ultimate climbers helmet 
SHELL-Fibreglass shell. Tough and light providing 
maximum penetration resistance from sharp objects 
and load spreading under impact conditions . 
LIN/NG- Lightweight closed cell foam covering the 
whole inside surface of the shell. Under shock con
ditions the foam destructs, absorbing impact energy. 
CHIN STRAP- Designed so that it does not 
obstruct hearing and minimises forward and back
ward movement of the helmet. Fully adjustable. 
Rigidly riveted to the shell. 

CROWN HARNESS- Adjustable in crown height but 
with " idiot straps" which give protection even if the 
adjustable straps are loose. Rigidly riveted to shell. 
HEAD SIZE- Two shell sizes: the standard will f it 
up to 7½ and the large up to 7 ¾ (or 7 and n, if worn 
with balaclava). 
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WEIGHT- 1 lb. 8 oz., 680 grams. 

APPROX. RETAIL PRICE-£4.99 (excluding VAT) . 

ULTIMATE EQUIPMENT Warkworth 
Morpeth Northumberland Warkworth 413 



Letters · 
Gianni Rusconi answers criticism of his Piz Badile winter ascent. 
Keith Myhi/1 attacks Ed Drummond for recent Gritstone climb. 

The Winter Ascents on the 
Badile 

from Gianni Rusconi 

Dear Sir, 
I would like to compliment you 
on the Badile article (Mountain 
28). I must, however, take issue 
with you over some of the 
technical details presented in 
the section 'Are Winter First 
Ascents Valid? '. 
The vertical height of the 
Brothers' Route is 900m. The 
amount of climbing is therefore 
certainly more than that, 
despite the reasonably direct 
line. To give the length as 
2,500ft. must be an under
estimate . 
We did not use 250 pitons 
during our winter ascent, but 
only about 120, or perhaps even 
fewer. All the pitons used were 
left in place (as has been made 
clear in the published accounts) 
in order to expedite and 
facilitate future ascents of the 
route ; there have been about ten 
repetitions so far. 
During our own summer ascent 
of the route (the first repetition) 
I had behind my rope two other 
ropes, both consisting of a 
strong pair of climbers well 
known in CAI circles . Neither of 
these parties had any hesitation 
in using all the pegs they found 
in place (i .e. those left on the 
winter ascent) ; indeed one of 
the parties added three or four 
to those in place, and the other 
added more than ten . 
Regarding the winter ascent of 
the Cassin Route, and the 
addition of forty pegs to those 
already in place, perhaps you 
are not aware that other 
'sources' quote a much higher 
figure. In any case, the route 
certainly contained at least 
200/ 250 pitons at the time of the 
winter ascent, quite apart from 
those added by the winter 
ascensionists . 
You state that the Brothers' 
Route "has been criticized by 
some Italian climbers ... " 
Personally I have not heard any 
such criticisms, except perhaps 
from climbers who were them
selves interested in the route 
from the point of view of a first 
ascent, or who did not believe 
we would get up (particularly 
in view of the prevailing 
conditions, which were far less 
favourable than those obtaining 
in the winter of 1967 / 68) : one 
or two such climbers might have 
been a little disappointed at the 
completion of the route, and 
justifiably so . 
I was particularly sorry to 
read of these supposed 
criticisms, because I noticed 
similar comments a year or two 

ago in Alpinismus - on that 
occasion , too, under the name of 
Alessandro Gogna. 
May I assure you, sir, that the 
purpose of this letter is not to 
provoke controversy, which I 
detest, but simply to set the 
record straight, since I feel it 
should be the duty of everybody 
- particularly in a magazine such 
as yours - to set out the most 
accurate information possible. 
Simple logic and common sense 
will then dictate the 
conclusions which should be 
drawn . 
Yours etc. , 
Gianni Rusconi (Lecea) 

The Future of Gritstone 

from Keith Myhill 

Dear Sir, 
In Mountain 28 you reported 
an 'attempt' by Ed Drummond 
on the wall to the right of Right 
Eliminate on Curbar. 
This event must surely mark the 
lowest point in gritstone 
climbing for a very long time . 
A hammered nut may seem 
undesirable to some, and 
repeated top-rope rehearsals do 
not impress, but chipping ledges 
to use two skyhooks for aid and a 
chipped flake is just too much . 
When routes like these are 
recommended, there is every 
encouragement to Joe Bloggs to 
bolt up Great Slab or chip holds 
in Three Pebble Slab. If Ed 
Drummond continues to peg, 
bolt, bash and hook his way 
up gritstone, why shouldn't 
a more average climber chip a 
hold when a bit pressed or 
place a peg to make things 
easier? There is really no reply 
to this if leading climbers 
employ such techniques while 
putting up their routes. 
The point is that if a climber 
of lesser ability (and 
reputation) than Drummond 
produced a route like Linden, 
it would be dismissed as 
pathetic and over-aided . 
Drummond, however, has the 
undoubted ability to produce 
hard routes in good style (e.g . 
Archangel on Stanage), so the 
issue becomes a little more 
confused. 
At present, the position of 
Peak grit as a sanctuary of 
free climbing is very finely 
balanced and the outcome is in 
doubt. Pegs are appearing on 
Stanage VD's, and jammed nuts 
are becoming more common. It 
would appear that the example 
being set by a few leading 
climbers is beginning to 
influence more average 
climbers, to the detriment of 
the state of the rock. 
The Swan, Calvary and The 

Guillotte are all good, hard 
climbs, apart from the defiling 
peg on each, but now we have 
th e unhappy Linden - what is to 
be Drummond's next offering on 
the altar of his ego? 
There must be a few good lines 
left on grit that would be 
possible with a peg or two, but 

Ed Drummond has a remarkable 
ability to capture the news with 
erratic performances on the crags. 
Despite a long list of powerful 
and respected first ascents, he 
nevertheless seems drawn like a 
moth into the limelight of 
controversy. He frequently whips 
his critics into a frenzy by use or 
non -use of aid, route renaming, 
nut hammering, drilling and sky 
hook tactics. A unique yet 
equally controversial style of 
writing and a penchant for gadgetry 
leave him open to further criticism 
on which he actually seems to 
thrive. 

Recently he has been the centre 
of fierce controversies that have 
been recorded in the pages of 
Mountain . 

is that the way? The bigoted 
attitudes of some of the 
Lakeland guidebook writers may 
seem unpalatable to many, but 
at least some standards are 
being defended, which is better 
than none at all . 
Yours etc ., 
Keith Myhill (Sheffield) 

Sherpa Millet Rucksacks 

Recommended by Walter Bonatti , 
Rene Desmaison, Reinhold Messner. 

Compagnie des Guides and E.N .S.A . in Chamonix. 
Supplied to 123 world -wide expeditions. 

Available from all good mountaineering shops. 
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Boite Postale 109, 74 ANNECY le, France 
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mountaineering 
equig,nent 
suppliers 
The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA UNITED KINGDOM 
A.C. T : Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic (C) (S) . 
Tel. 47.8949. 

N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd. (C), 
222 Pacific Highway. 
Tel. 476.3242. 

N.S.W : Chatswood 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd. (C), 
399 Victoria Avenue. 
Tel. 412.3372. 

N.S.W : Crows Nest 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
P.O. Box 703, 
17 A Falcon Street, 2065 (C), 
Tel. 439.2454. 

N.S.W: Penshurst 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd. (C) . 
3 Bridge Street, 2222. 
Tel. 579.5965. 

N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 26.2685. 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's 
Odin Equipment Company, 
P.O. Box 12, Toowong, 4066. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty. Ltd. , 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. (C) (M) (S). 

CANADA 
Calgary: Alberta 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W., 41. 
Tel. 403.283.5551 . (C) (M) (S). 

Ottawa: Ontario 
Blacks Outdoors Store, 
225 Strathcona Avenue, 
K1S 1X7. Tel. 613.235.1461. 

Vancouver: B.C. 
ABC of Canada, 
1822 West 4th Avenue, 9. 
Tel. 604.731 .4018. 

EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut, 
19 South King Street, 
Dublin 2. (C) (M). 
Tel. 01.781358. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Oscar A. Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 1. 
Tel. 74.646 
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Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street, 
Tel. 0224.26952. 

Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S) . 
Tel. 0224.20157. 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. Ambleside 2297. 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S), 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 

Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 024.882.401 . 

Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S) , 
7 Snowhill , Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Pindisports (S), 
27 / 29 Martineau Square. 
Tel. 021 .236.9383. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports (S), 
117 Bradshawgate. 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674. 
Brentwood 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259. 
Brighton 
Sports and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd. , 
138 Western Road (S) (M) 
Tel. 0273.26874. 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Broughton-in- Furness, Lanes. 
Mountain Centre, 
Brade Street. Tel. 461 . 
(open until 8 p.m.) 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre, 
22 High Street (C) (M) . 
Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham (M) (S), 
Mountain Centre. -
Tel. Capel Curig 232. 
Cardiff 
U.D.A. Mountaineering, 
52 Cowbridge Road East, 
Canton. 
Tel. 0222.22710. 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01 .688.2667. 
Darlington 
J . Clementson ( Darlington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 . 
Derby 
Prestidge ( S), 
350 Normanton Road . 
Tel. 0332.42245. 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. 
Tel. 0302.67755 (C) (S). 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501-2. 
Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso (M), 
44 Rodney Street. 
Tel. 031.556.1723. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop (C) (S), 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 . 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245. 
Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041 .221.4531 / 2. 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports (S) , 
47 High Street. 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry·s Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684). 
Hull 
G. F. Stocks & Co. Ltd. 
Camp Centre, 
61 Spring Bank. 
Tel. 0482.20134. 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524. 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C), 
5 New Road . 
Tel. 0524.66610. 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.23045. 

Leicester 
Camping Continental, 
Watling Street, Hinkley. 
Tel. 04553. 32625. 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S), 
105 London Road. 
Tel. 0533.25235. 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S), 
73 Bold Street, 1. 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 
llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 
London 
Pindisports, 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.242.3278. 
London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01 .992.6642. 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd ., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1 . 
Tel. 01.723.5252. 
London 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01 .839.1722. 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
309 Brampton Road, S.W.1 . 
Tel. 01.584.7766. (S) (M). 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham (C) (M) (S), 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 834.0161 . 
Manchester, Urmston 
J . & A. Sports & Camping Co. (C), 
15 Station Road . 
Tel. 061.748.6408. 
Manchester, Eccles 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
112 Liverpool Road . 
Tel. 061.789.6044. 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) (S), 
227 / 229 Westgate Road . 
Tel. 0632.23903. 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 . 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports (S) , 
1 Canning Circus . 
Tel. 0602.47230. 
Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn . 
Tel. 0705.29410 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793. 



Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018. 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631 . 
Shipley 
p & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road, 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Base Camp (C), 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 
Teesside: Middlesbrough 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road, 
Tel. 0642.48916. 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros. (C) (M) (S), 
35 Market Place. 
Tel. 021.556.0802. 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S), 
Tel. 021.553.1670. 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/5 King Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012. 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

UNITED STATES 
Arizona: Flagstaff, 
Grand Canyon 
Village Sports Den, 
116 South Beaver, 86001. 
Tel. 602.774.2271. (C) (M) (S). 
California : Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 
94705. (S) (C). 
Tel. 415.548.1371 . 
California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel.415.845.8600 (S) (C) (M). 
California : Campbell 
Mountain Life, 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. (C) (M). 
Tel. 408.374.7777. 

California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A 16-2. 

California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7183 North Abbey Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). 

California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S). 

California: Goleta 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering, 
330 S. Kellogg, 93017. 
Tel. 805.964.5714. (C) (M) (S). 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011. 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 

California : La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd ., 90631 . 
(C) (M) (S) . Tel. 213.691.5919. 

California: Lancaster 
Dan's Skiing and Mountaineering, 
1069 West Ave. K, 93534. 
(C) (M) (S). 

California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.934.2423. 

California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6913. (C) (S). 

California: San Diego 
San Diego Ski Chalet and 
Mountain Shop, 
4004 Sports Arena Blvd., 
93401. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.224.3439. 

California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews 
Sporting Goods, 
44312th Street. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.232.2167. 

California: San Luis Obispo 
Mountain Sports, 
858 Higuera Street, 
93401. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 805.544.7141. 

California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering, 
3036 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083. (C) (M) (S). 

California: Santa Maria 
Mountain Transit Authority, 
223 So. Broadway, 93454. 
Tel. 805.922.8271. (C) (M) (S). 

A top quality kernmantel rope, long established on the continent and now 
increasingly sought after in Britain . Excellent handling properties, very 
high break strains and some great colours. U.I.A.A. Seal of Approval. 
Immediate delivery to your dealer from large stocks. Leaflet on request. 
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troll the name you can trust 
Spring Mill, Uppermill, Oldham Ol3 6AA 

California : Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 
91356 (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 213.881.5111. 

California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
Chouinard Equipment Company, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.3528. 

California: West Covina 
Alpine Country, 
1629 W. Garvey Avenue, 91790. 
Tel. 213.962.4311 . (S) (M) (C). 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 
80302. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303.442.8355. 

Colorado : Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. (S) (C) (M). 
Tel. 303.377.2783 

Colorado : Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 
80517. Tel. 303.586.2440. 

Colorado : Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
118 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M). 

Colorado: Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd., 
80227. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 303.986.5541. 

Colorado: Louisville 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
931 Main Street (Box 151, 
Dept. M) . (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 303.666.6650. 

Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall, 83704. 
Tel. 208.376.3731. (S) (C). 

Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
329 N. Main 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 

Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122. 83353. (S). 
Tel. 208.726.3808. 

Illinois: Chicago 
Turin Bicycle Co-op, 
North Park, Ltd., 
1932 North Clark Street. 60614. 
Tel. 312.944.3800 

Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832. (C) (M) (S). 

Massachusetts : Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc., 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue 
02215. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 617.254.4250. 

Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue, 55403. 
Tel. 612.336.3884 

Montana: Red lodge 
Mountaincraft, 
Main Street, 59068. 
Tel. 406.446.2393. 

N.H. North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 603.745.2767. 

New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc. 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
(C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 716.837.3300 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, N.Y. 12561. (S) 
Tel. 914.255.1311. 

New York: Ogdensburg 
Thomas Black and Sons 
(Ogdensburg) Inc., 
930 Ford Street, 13669. 
Tel. 315.393.5704. 
(Mail Order only) . 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S). 

Washington : Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 98105. 

Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 
99220. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 509.328.5020. 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gocham, 53703. 
Tel. 508.251.9059. (C) (M) (S). 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. (C) (M) (S). 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

CLIMB 

~,~,1m~i 
Leicestenhire. 
Telephone: Hinckley 32626/32841 . 
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The Pioneers 
Specialist Sleeping Bags 

The Tromso 

This bag is designed for the ultra light
weight climber or camper. The cover is of 
down-proof blue nylon, wall qu ilted and 
filled with Superb Quality Goose/Duck 
down . This provides outstanding insulation 
and warmth in addition to being very light 
and compact when in the stuff bag 
provided. Length 6 ft. 6 ins. Width at top 
2 ft. 9 ins. Width at foot 1 ft. 9 ins. Packed 
size: 16 ins. x 7 ins. diameter. Weight 
2 lb. 6 oz . Available only without a zip . 

The Polar 

The Polar Bag is a mummy-shaped bag 
known well to those who find their 
enjoyment at low temperatures and high 
altitudes. Wall quilting ensures that there 
is always a layer of down between the 
covers and allows for maximum expansion 
of the down when heated by the body. The 
hood is fitted with a drawcord and 
completely encloses the sleeper. Outer 
covering is of a Fawn down-proof fabric 
lined with blue nylon and filled with Goose/ 
Duck down filling. Complete with stuff bag. 
Length fully open 8 ft. 6 ins. Length in use 
6 ft . 9 ins. Packed size 19 ins. x 9 ins. dia. 
Weight 4 lb. 8 oz. 

The Alpine 

A new specialist sleeping bag, combin ing 
the best qualities of natural Duck Down 
with the latest development in man-made 
fibres. The Alpine is mainly filled with 
Blacks No. 1 Qual ity fine Duck Down with 
soft curled feathers , but the undersid e 
panels at the foot, hips and shoulder are 
filled with the new Dacron " Fibrefill 2" 
synthetic fibres. These are more resistant 
to compression than Down and provide a 
higher degree of insulation, even when wet, 
at these pressure points. Covered in Down
proof Green nylon , the barrel-shaped Alpin e 
is wall quilted throughout and fitted with 
a drawcord at the neck. Complete with 
waterproof valise. Length 6 ft . 6 ins. Width 
at top and foot 2 ft. 3 ins. Width at centre 
2 ft . 9 ins. Packed size 17 ins. x 10 ins. x 
8 ins. Weight 3 lb. 8 oz. 

Blacks branches are situated throughout the U.K.-Fill in the coupon below and find out where your nearest Branch is. 

also at 225, Strathcona Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada and 930, Ford Street, Ogdensburg, New York 13669, U.S.A. 

Please send my FREE Blacks of Greenock full colour 
catalogue. 

NAME . ... .... ....... ......... . . .. ..... .......... . . . . . 

ADDRESS ... .... ... ... ... ... .... . ............. ······· 

. ...... . .. . ............... . ............ . ..... . ...... 583 



BEAUTlf Ul OUTDOORS 
What could enhance it more than the 
exciting new BERGHAUS range of 
rucksacs and frames, including= 

772 
(right) 

372 Front-loading frame sac with flaps covering zips and 
velcroed to sac body . 2 zipped side pockets, axe loop 

and D 's on sac top for additional loading make this 
an exceptional sac. Dimensions: 580mm. X 

380mm. X220mm. Price £9.50 

Large conventional frame sac having two 
zipped pockets each able to hold a 1 pt. 
primus. Elasticated l id for weather protect
ion . Dimensions: 640mm X 420mm. X 
340mm. Price £7.95 
272X Winter climbing or 
short expedition sac in red or 
blue nylon , used with /without 
pack frame . It has a crampon 
patch on the sac side, a canvas 
back on the nylon back and 
a 550mm. b ivi allows max
imum length of 1160 
mm. Price £9.95 

I 

MACH2 Frame 
Designed for maximum 
comfort with varying 
load support prop
ortions. Alloy frame 
with aluminium 
welded tubes. 
Dimensions : 
length 790 mm. 
width 335mm. 
weight 2½1bs. 
Price £1 0 .90 
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Fairy down ... 
the professional's 
choice! 
light, very warm and proven by 
over 40 leading expeditions 
Fairy down sleeping bags presently 
exported to 14 countries each with 
widely varying and often rigorous 
climatic conditions, were commended 
by Hillary and Tensing in an unsolicited 

.--------------, 
The North Col bag is designed to roll 
up firmly and compactly into a built
in carry pouch . . . which is also 
convenient for holding extra clothing 
and serving as a pillow. 

. statement after the 1953 ascent of 
Everest as "the best that can be 
obtained anywhere in the world." 
Many of the world's leading expe
ditions, including the successful 1968-
69 British Trans-Arctic Expedition 

which used Fairy down bags con
tinually for 18 months in the Arctic, 
have endorsed this statement by their 
continual use. Fairy down technology · 
has been developed both scientifically 
and from practical experience of over 
40 leading expeditions to the coldest 
severest climates of the world. The 
filling is blended from the world's 
most carefully chosen down to give 
added loft and greater comfort. 

44 

THE NORTH COL sleeping bag brings 
lightweight warmth and comfort in 
normal conditions, PLUS the safety 
margin you need if bad weather closes 
in. Evenly and generously filled with 
100% pure down and feather down, 
the bag is firmly stitched in chevron 
type compartments for even retention 
of heat. Rip Stop Nylon outer and 
tough wearing cambric inner make the 
North Col the professional's choice. 

SIR EDMUND 
HILLARV1S 
COMMENTS : "They excel at 
sea level or at 28,000 feet on Everest, and I don't 17"'.,...,..~~ 
think there is much doubt they are the finest bags 
that can be obtained anywhere." 

Fairy down sleeping bags __ 
U.K. STOCKISTS 

ABERDEEN. F. Diack & Son. AMBLESIDE . Frank Davies. BIRMINGHAM. Frank Davies, Y.H.A. Services Ltd. 
CAPEL CURIG. Joe Brown. EDINBURGH. Graham Tiso. GLASGOW. J. & W. Greaves, Bob Finnie Sports, High Range. 
LEEDS. Centresport. LIVERPOOL. Ellis Brigham. LLANBERIS. Joe Brown. LONDON. Y.H.A. Services Ltd . 
MANCHESTER. Ellis Brigham, Y.H.A. Services Ltd. NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. L. D. Mountain Centre. NOTTINGHAM. 
Roger Turner Mountain Sport. SHEFFIELD. Don Morrison. 

BE! Internationally renowned products of Arthur Ellis & Co. Ltd, New Zealand. 



MAMMUT 
CLIMBING 

ROPE 

Conforms to UIAA Standards 

$4200 Red/Blue 
11mm x 150' 

Post Paid 

DYNAFLEX 
Lower impact strength 
Red/Blue 

Free Catalog ECREATIONAJr. 
EQUIPMftHi, I : Dept. M P.O. 22088 

Seattle, Wn., 98122 U.S.A . . • 

RESTORE YOUR SOLE 
One Week Service on Vibram a 

RR Boot Repair .... 
--♦:: == ~ 
~-~ 

mountain traders 
1702 GroveSt., Berkeley, California94709 (415) 845-8600 

POINrr 
FIVE 

Survival 
Safety 
Factor 

The Duvet 
Waistcoat 

Light and 
Warm 

This garment is specially designed for those who do not require a 
bulky duvet, yet would like the safety and comfort of additional 
warmth of down when necessary. The down filled waistcoat can 
be worn under an anorak, where it is both light er and warmer 
than a sweater. It gives warmth without bu lk and leaves the 
arms free for activities. Useful as additional warmth for winter 
camping . 

Recommended for anyone who goes into mountain country. Its 
lightness and compactness makes it a piece of safety equipment 
one should never leave out of the rucksack, winter or summer. 

FROM CLIMBING SHOPS EVERYWHERE 
or write for catalogue to :-

BANTO N & CO. LTD., Dept, M , 
Meadow Lane, Nottingham 
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CAGJAC v~~1 
made by G&H Blackbu:C:d Birstall Balley Yorkshire 

Products 

We've 
got 
what 
it 

takes ... 

YHA 29 John Adam Street. London WC2N 6J E 
Services 35 Cannon Street. Birmingham B2 5EE 

36/38 Fountain Street. Manchester M2 2BE 

Free catalogue Equipment for Climbers and Cavers from London address. 

we can supply 
everything but the mountain! 
"We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, Duvets, 
Waterproof Clothing. Plus over 40 Tents suitable for 
Mountain use. 

Names like: Karrimor, Se-ab, Clog, 
Moac, Saunders, Blacks, Kastinger, Vango, Peck, 
Helly Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, Snowdon, 
Hawkins, Andre Jamet, Bonniti, Cassin, Simon, 
Troll, Optimus, Point Five, Mountain, Henri Lloyd, 
Viking Stubai, G & H, J. B. Salewa. 

You will be dealing with experts-our technical adviser is 
Les Halliwell. 
Write or phone for our Free Price List. Large Mail Order 
Department (free delivery on orders over £9). Barclay/ 
Access accepted. Most items immediate delivery. 7 day 
approval service. We have a special Contract Department 
for Club & Educational orders." 

IELD & TREK (equipment) Ltd 
. • • ■ : · ••• • I • _____ ,..,.._ .... 

Please send me a copy of your FREE Price List. 
I NAME ...... .... .... ... ............. ........... ... .. ........................ ....... ... ...... .... ......... ....... ... ... I 
I ADDRESS ........... ... ............... ... .... ........ ........ .................. _. ... .... .......... ................ I 
i,.;;····;:····:.:·· ···~ ····~· ··~ ·····:;···· ·~····~ ···:,:·····~ ····:;·····:.···· ·!109~ 



Keswick 
umber land 
eswick 72178 
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:-:-:-:-:-:-:- :- :-

tJINIIRIJ 
Equipment for Alpinists 

hang 
on! 

.... before you go any further with your rock 
climbing, camping, walking, canoeing, skiing, 

' etc. 
Have you ever stopped to consider what you'll need? 
*GEA R-Oual ity gear, attractive yet efficient. 
*EXPERT ADVICE and HE LP-most important to the 
outdoor enthusiast . 

*AFTER-SALES SERVI CE-must be dependable . 
At the L.D . Mountain Centre we can give you all this 
-and more! 
Write/phone or call now for our new illustrated 
catalogue-we'll try not to keep you hanging around! 

Mountain (Dept. M.) 

Centre 34 Dean Street 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 1PG Tel. 23561 

Gr> Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c /o 30 Collingwood Avenu e, London N.10. 
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Dougal Haston, Karrimor Alpine Technical Adviser, th m f 
Annapurna South Face, Everest South West Face and Eiger Direct. 

arrimor equipment, climbing sacs, gaiters, overboots, packfr'ames 
d tents, are distributed in 20 countries and have been used on 
e follow· g eJ peditions:-

1970 - Annapurna South Face 1970 - British Soviet Caucasus 
1971 - International Evllrest Expedition 1971 - New Zealand 
Patagonian Expedition 19111/71 - British Patagonian Expedition 
1972 - British S.W. Face ~verest 1973 - Italian Everest 
Expedition 1973 - Japanese S.W Face Everest 1973 - Italian 
N.W. Face Annapurna 1973 - British Dhaulagiri IV Expedition 
1974 - Austrian Makalu Expedition 1974 - Anglo-Danish 
(S. Face lngolfjeld, Greenland) 1974 - British Torre Egger 
(Patagonia). 

Our '74 catalogue 
features in non "gl 
commentaries by Do 
would like a copy, write 

•KARRIMOR' M1 . Avenue Parade, Accrington B85 6PR, Lancashire, England 



Grassing ton 

Skipton, ~~"-"" 
Yorkshire. Settl• - ~~~OL 
BD231LH ~ /C:-
Tel.Skipton4305 ~8 iC.,,,.,. 

G,sbu.n __ 1 nfl / 
I 

Keighley 

Open:9.00a.m.- 5.30p.m. (7.00p.m. Fridays). 
Closed All Day Tuesdays. 
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