


quality 
doesn't cost 

it pays 
Try to beat our quality! 

In fact try to beat our low prices! 
Galibier Super R.D. The patented stiffened sole is the backbone to this high 
performance much sought after high mountain boot. 
Size 7-12 (in half sizes) Price £30.00 Postage 32p. 

Dolomite Major. The sole is stiffened and insulated. The uppers are of Swiss 
double tanned, reversed, Galouser leather. The Major gives a good fit while 
still maintaining the correct technical shape. 
Size 40-46 (in half sizes) Price £39.99 Postage 32p. 

Super Mammut 74 Dynaflex. The discerning climber wants the best of 
everything from a rope. New Dynaflex '74 comes closest to these demands. It 
is light (45m/11 mm approx 7 ½lb) . It sustains FIVE U.I.A.A. test drops; has only 
a 1 ½% elongation (with 100 kg static load) and yet has maximum energy 
absorbtion capacity. (820mkp/metre). Good 'feel', flexible and soft (good 
knots - no kinks). 

45m x 11 mm Orange/Red 
36m x 11 mm Orange/Red 
90m x 9mm Orange/Gold 

£28.42 
£22.70 
£46.60 Postage paid. 

Send for catalogue (please enclose 10p for postage) 

Ellis Brigham 
Manchester 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 
Manchester, M4 3FU 
Telephone 061-834 0161 

Liverpool 
73 Bold Street, Liverpool 1 
Telephone 051-709 6912 

Cornwall 
Market Jew St Penzance Telephone 5828 

Snowdonia 
Capel Curig Telephone Capel Curig 232 

Bristol 
162 Wh1telad1es Road, Bristol 
Telephone Bristol 311157 

Postal Dept Wellington Place, Liverpool Rd, Manchester Tel 061-833 0746 
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We are doing our best to 
be the best, to give you the best in 

mountaineering and climbing 
equipment so why not get in touch 

and let us help you. 

BRYAN STOKES 
9 Charles Street, Sheffield. 

Tel.0742.27525 
write now for our new catalogue 



los que son holgazanes 
son ragamente felices 

'Those who are idle are seldom happy' Spanish saying 

. . ... in a Redline sleeping bag, the saying is 
untrue, or for that matter in any of the 

Mountain Equipment range of sleeping bags, 
including the new Scafell at £14.80 and 

the new Aran at £11.90. 
Ask to see them at your stockist now. 

Mountain Equipment Ltd., George Street, Glossup, Derbyshire, England. Tel. 04574.3770 
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TITONS 
Strong • Light • Versatile 

Four Placement Possibilities 
Cammed 
Vertie 

Ten sizes fit cracks 7/ 16" to 4" 

Jammed 

#1 thru 5 are Stainless Steel for unsurpassed strength in small 
cracks 

#6 thru 10 are lightweight wrought aluminum and are anodized 
for color coding . 

Stainless Steel Aluminum 
#1 ----$2.25 #6 ____ $1 .65 
#2 ____ $2.25 #7 $1.80 
#3 ____ $2.65 #8 $1.95 
#4 ____ $2.80 #9 $2.30 
#5 ____ $2.95 #10 $2.75 

For catalog and location of your mrri~•;te 
MOUNTAINEERING,LTD. 

5050- M - Fox St., Denver, Colo. 80216 (303) 222-6164 

OIJINARIJ 

Sherpa Millet Rucksacks 

Recommended by Walter Bonatti, 
Rene Desmaison, Reinhold Messner. 

Compagnie des Guides and E.N.S.A. in Chamonix. 
Supplied to 123 world-wide expeditions. 

Available from all good mountaineering shops. 

SACS MllllllllET 
Boite Postale 109, 74 ANNECY le, France 



All climbing boots are not 
created equal. 

We're not afraid to tell. Don't be afraid to ask. 
A lot of so-called climbing boots look the same at fi rst glance. You know, big th ick soles, fat rounded toes, a lot of 
hooks and the like. And most are the same. Except for Raichle. 

But Raichle climbing boots have a lot of other features. Features you may not see and some you do. Like the 
proven Norwegian Welt construction for durability and extra-long life. Like using the finest American lasts avail
ab le for a great fit. And like offering boots in true half-sizes (not just varying the amount of padding) and up to 
three different widths. 

The Raichle Wetterhorn: 
a superb, heavy-duty 
boot for all climbing 
conditions; one-piece 
Grade " A" Russia flesh
out leather upper; full
grain leather lining; two 
full midsoles; leather 
innersole; padded, 
hinged tongue; ¾ heavy
duty steel shank; scree 
guard and close-trimmed 
Vibram " Yellow Spot" 
Lacima sole. 

Eiger $59.95 

The straight facts on Raichle features. 
Look at the Raichle 
Eiger: the popularly 
priced, lightweight boot 
suitable for ice and snow 
climbing. With all these 
Raichle features: one
piece Grade "A" Russia 
flesh-out leather upper; 
full leather lining; 
gusseted tongue;¾ 
heavy-duty steel shank; 
thick midsole; leather 
innersole; scree guard 
and close-trimmed 
Vibram "Yellow Spot" 
Lacima sole. 

Then there's the Raichle 
Zinal: a very lightweight, 
extra-warm technical ice
snow and rock boot with 
a special , new injecfion 
molded sole. Look at 
these features: one-piece 
silicone impregnated 
Russia Grade "A" flesh
out leather upper; full
grain leather lining; 
leather lined, padded, 
hinged tongue with 
unique "storm flap"; full 
length, lightweight mid
sole; guaranteed injec
tion molded sole that's 
close-trimmed; leather 
innersole; ¾ heavy-duty 
steel shank; triple roll 
scree guard and Vibra 
"Yellow Spot" Laci ma 
sole. 

To le"arn more 
about boots, write for 

our free catalog and new 
booklet, "Taking the Mystery 

Out of Boots". Or ask your local 
dealer for a copy. 

Next, the Raichle 
Diableret: very simply, 
the most sought after 
technical Alpine climbing 
boot available today. 
With one-piece Russia 
Grade "A" full-grain, 
flesh-out leather upper; 
full-grain leather lining; 
fully gusseted leather 
lined tongue, three full 
midsoles (2 leather, 1 
rubber); leather inner
sole; :Y4 heavy-duty steel 
shank; double roll scree 
guard and close-trimmed 
Vibram "Yellow Spot" 
Lacima sole. 

Raichle Molitor USA / 200 Saw Mill River Road / Hawthorne, New York 10532 
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ROPE-----... 
byJ()ANNY 

RENE DESMAISON 
A top quality kernmantel rope Ion est . 
increasingly sought after i 's . g ablished on the continent and now 
h · h n ntain Excellent h di ' ,g break strains and some g t · 1 an ing properties, very 
Immediate delivery to your deal~eaf co ~urs. U.I.A.A. Seal of Approval. 

r ram arge stocks. Leaflet on request. 

from 

!~~!~,.'~~d~~:• o'~".1~ t,u,t 

5-7 DALMALLY STREET. GLASGOW G20 6SB 

(at 439 Maryhill Road) 041-946 9200 

High range 
Sports 

Salewa 
Clog 
Stubai 
Troll 
Karrimor 
Inter-Alp 
Cassin 
Kasting er 
Dachstein 

Buses to Queen's Cross 

CLIMBING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS 

From St. Enoch's Sq. 61, 18 

From George Sq. 60 
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~ ~ C' We stock: Karrimor, Troll, Vango, 

La Dolomite, Joe Brown, Stubai, 
and many other leading makes. 
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Visit our new climbers' 
store in Macclesfield on 

your way to the Peak 

at Camping and Caravan 
Distributors Ltd. Brookside Mill, 

Elizabeth Street, Macclesfield. 

THE PENNINE CENTRE 
open 10 am. - 6 p.m. for seven days a week. Special discounts for Clubs. 

KENYA'S OUTDOOR CENTRE 

Base for climbing Mt. Kenya 

Transport, Equipment and Porter Hire service. 

Mountain Club of Kenya hut bookings. 

For bookings and details write to :-

T he Manager P.O. Box 18, Naro Moru, Kenya 

COOKS ADVENTURE CLUB 1974 

Trekking and Climbing 
holidays in Europe 
and the Himalayas 

Holidays with a difference- holidays that present something of a 
challenge as well as a rewarding experience. Each trek is designed to 
take you to some of the world's more out-of-the-way places. A well
known authority will lead each party. 

2 Sept.-19 Sept: Pyrenees Adventure From London to Toulouse, 
then on to a delightful trekking/climbing holiday amid the French 
and Spanish Pyrenees. A chance to enjoy some of Europe's finest 
mountain scenery. No leader appointed as yet. More details later. £198. 

2 Sept.-2 Oct: Karakoram Trek By air from London to Karachi, 
before flying on to Skirdu via Rawalpindi and the worlds highest 
mountain passes. Your target ? Concordia at the eastern end of the 
Baltoro Glacier. 
Your leader ? Eric Shipton himself. Experienced walkers only. £445. 

24 Sept. - 23 Nov: Everest and Annapurna Treks By air from London 
to Delhi and so to Kathmandu. Then to Everest Base Camp via 
Namche Bazar and Thyangboche. Led by Ned Kelly. £495. 
Those preferring Annapurna, proceed from Kathmandu via the 
Marsyandi Valley and Thonje. 
Led by Bill Murray. £480. 

For further information and free broadsheets apply to: 
Mr. P. H. Delves, Cooks Adventure Club, 45 Berkeley Street, 

London, Wl A lEB. Tel. : 01-499 4000, Ext. 633. 

- ----unforseen perils often beset the unwary hiker 

DO NOT DESPAIR, 
HIKERS, help for 
this and other perils 
is available from: 

KELTY 
mountaineering-backpacking 

1801 VICTORY BOULEVARD 
GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 91201 

SEND FOR CATALOG DEPT. m 
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A good design must include an understand
ing of the materials to be used. Here's an 
example. Fiberfill II has some attractive speci
fications (Dupont, April 1972): 

loft- about 1.4 lbs. of FF II equals 1 lb. of 
goose down 

• compressibility-90% as much as goose 
down 

• water absorption - less than 1 % 
• non-allergenic 
But to get these theoretical specs out of 

the material it must be used with understanding. 
Dacron tends to cling to itself. Unlike down, it 
does not expand to fill all corners of a sleeping 
bag. It must be sewn repeatedly to the shell 
fabric to eliminate shifting and the resulting cold 

WHAT'SA 
GOOD 

DESIGN? 

spots. However, we feel this takes the theoreti
cal loft out of the materials. 

So we developed a brand new construction 
technique-double overlapping bats of Fiberfill 
II-which are able to loft with the full efficiency 
of the material. The 
result is the lightest, 
warm est, Fi berf i II 11 
sleeping bag you can 
buy. 

WE WANT YOU TO 
UNDERSTAND THE 
WAY WE MAKE FINE EQUIPMENT! For further 
information , send for a free catalog and the 
name of your nearest dealer. 

Bigfoot Regular 
weight-4 lbs. 2 oz. 

THEa N~~CTHEI THE NORTH FACE, 1234 5th Street, 
r.11 Dept. MF, Berkeley, California 94710 

For olimbng ice 

chouinard/salewa crampon8 
Made by Salewa of Munich to Chouinard design 



Allan 
Austin 

MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

Full range of Skiwear, Climbing 
and Mountaineering Equipment 

Permanent display of 
lightweight and 
mountain tents 

Open until 8pm Friday 

No parking restrictions 

Send for free mail-order list 

Jacob Street Mills, Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road, Bradford 5 

we can supply 
everything but the mountain! 

" We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, 
Duvets, Waterproof Clothing. Plus over 40 Tents 
suitable for Mountain use. Names like : Karrimor, Se-ab, 
Clog, Stubai, Moac, Saunders, Blacks, Kastinger, 
Vango, Henri Lloyd, Helly Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, 
Snowdon, Peck, Hawkins, Andre Jamet, Bonatti, 
Cassin, Simon, Viking Troll, Optimus, Point Five, 
Mountain, G & H, J .B. Salewa, M .S.R. & Camptrails. 

You will be dealing with experts- our technical 
adviser is Les Halliwell. Before buying your gear, 
write or phone for our EXTRAORDINARY COM
PETITIVE free price list. Large Mail Order Department. 
Barclay/ Access accepted. Most items immediate 
delivery. 7 day approval service. We have a special 
Contract Department for Club & Educational orders". 

Send to Dept. M002 

FIELD & TREK (equipment) Ltd 
25 KINGS ROAD· BRENTWOOD· ESSEX. 

Telephone: 0277 221259 

~ 
FRAME 

NICKEL - SI LVER 
LEATHER SIDE 
SH IELDS AND 
NOSE GUARDS 

LENSES 

50MM 
HEAT TREATED 

DK. GREY/GREEN 
3.0 DENS ITY 

GLENCOE MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOL 
April to October, basic and advanced rock-climbing 
courses. Classic routes on Buachaille Etive Mor, the 
Etive Slabs and Ben Nevis. 

Brochure from: 
Glencoe Mountaineering School, Glencoe, Argyll, Scotland 

t 
l 
l 
l • 
t 
.. 
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Doing it for the perks by Ian McNaught Davis Page 14 

Long Necks 
in the Hindu Kush by Pete Boardman Page 15 

Matterhorn Commentary by Alessandro Gogna Page 22 

The Lesser Inquisitor by John Bear Page 33 

Herman Buhl's 
Last Climbs by Kurt Diemberger Page 35 

New Books Page 38 

Letters Page 39 

Cover Photo: Yosemite's Leaning Tower. Photo: Jim Stuart 
Editor, Ken Wilson. Sub-Editors, Mike and Lucy Pearson. Book Reviews, 
Paul Nunn. Editorial Advisors, Audrey Salkeld and Bob Moulton. 
Equipment Advisors, Graham Tiso and George Steele. 

Chris Bonington, Robin Campbell, Leo Dickinson, Allen Fyffe, Pat 
Littlejohn, Colin Read, Ian Roper and Doug Scott (British Isles). Rick 
White and Chris Baxter (Australia) . Dave Jones, Chris Jones, Dick 
Culbert and Brian Greenwood (Canada). Kamal Guha (India). Mike 
Cheney (Nepal) . Peter Habeler (Austria). lain Allen (Kenya). Dave Durkan 
(Norway). Alessandro Gogna and Alan Heppenstall (Italy). Andre 
Contamine (France). Halina Cieplinska-Bojarska (Poland). Dougal Haston 
(Switzerland). Alex Bertulis, Jim Bridwell, Yvon Chouinard, Steve 
Hackett, Steve Komito, Mike Covington, George Lowe and Al Rubin 
(United States) . lchiro Yoshizawa (Japan). Derek Fordham (Greenland) . 

Mountain is published and owned by Mountain Magazine Ltd. 

Mountain is published ten times a year. 
January, February, March, April, May, June, July, September, 
October, November. No issues in August and December. 
Subscription Rates for any ten issues (one year): British Isles £3.30, 
Overseas £4.00 or $10.00 (International Money Orders preferred). 

We have moved, please note our new address and phone number. 
All correspondence, editorial subscriptions and advertising to: 
MOUNTAIN MAGAZINE Ltd ., c/ o 56 Sylvester Road, London N.2. 
phone : 01-346-7522 

M.S.R. all-metal ice axes. 

Now d,smbuted by: 

Field and Trek (equipment) Ltd. 
25 Kings Road, Brentwood, 
Essex. Telephone: 0227.221259 

Thunderbird and Eagle both models £9.90 each + 50p. postage pa id. Protective 
guards £1 .06 extra per set. Sizes available 55, 65 and 75 cm. 

Join Dougal Haston 
at the International School 

of Mountaineering 
at leysin in Switzerland. 

alpinlSM 
Write for details to: 

1.5.M. p.o. box 25, leysin, Switzerland. 



Information 

N ORTH AMERICA 

CANADA 

Winter Ice Climbs in the Rockies 
At the end of the 1973i74 season there w ere 
twenty new ice climbs, including five of 
grade 5 and three of grade 6. Several of 
these were reported in Mountain 33, but 
there have been further developments since. 
Near Lake Louise, Jack Firth, Eckhart 
Grassman, Tony Mould and Peter Zvengrowski 
climbed Louise Falls (5,400ft, grade 5) in 
two days. 
A new area of the North Face of Mt. Denis, 
above Field in British Columbia, gave two 
impressive routes: The Carlsberg Column 
(700ft., grade 5) was climbed in two days by 
Jack Firth and John Lauchlan, and The 
Pilsner Pillar (1,300ft., grade 5) took Firth, 
Lauchlan, Zvengrowski and Grassman only 
one day. The first pitch of the latter route 
ascends a free -standing 160ft. pillar of 
vertical ice. 
On the North Face of Mt. Stanley, Nemesis 
(6,600ft., grade 6) was climbed by Bugs 
McKeith and Dick Howe in six days, spread 
over several weekends. It is a climb of 
almost continuously vertical ice, and 
included sections that were thin and 
overhanging. There were also a number of ice 
roofs of up to 3ft. wide. 

UNITED STATES 

Rocky Mountains 
Winter started on a sad note with the deaths 
of two popular climbers from Boulder, Bob 
Hirtz and Dave Emerick, who were killed in a 
slab avalanche on the Powell-Thatchtop 
Glacier in Rocky Mountain National Park, in 
mid-October. 
During a spell of good weather in January, 
Dakers Gowan soloed the first winter ascent 
of the Blitzen Ridge on Ypsilon. This climb 
had been tried several times before, but all 
attempts had failed in the face of strong 
winds. The climb, which was mainly 3rd and 
4th class (hard scrambling) with a few 
sections of 5th class (technical climbing) , 
took Gowan 2½ days. 
In late February, Gowan, accompanied by 
Mike Monger, climbed the Black Dagger 
Route on The Diamond to Table Ledge ; 
here, poor weather forced the pair to traverse 
off. After three days on the face, and three 
bivouacs, they sustained minor frost-bite 
injuries to their hands and feet. 
The Czech team that made the winter ascents 
of Triple Direct and Salathe Wall in January 
also attempted Diamond I Route shortly 
afterwards, but turned back after three 
pitches, having inadvertently dropped the 
haul bag. 
The high point of the season was Jeff Lowe's 
and Mike Weiss's ascent of Bridalveil Fall, 
near Telluride, Colorado. This was an 
outstanding accomplishment, involving 430ft. 
of technical ice climbing, 300ft. being 
vertical. 
Correspondents: McKeith and Covington 

EAST AFRICA 

Ruwenzori Group 
The West Face of Mt. Baker received more 
attention than usual in February, when 
Australian and Polish teams made new routes 
on the 1,600ft. Semper Face of the low peak 
above the Kitondara Pass. Both routes are 

Below : Ja ck Firth on the crux pitch of The Carlsberg Column. Photo: John Lauchlan 
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Recent hard crack climbs in Britain and America. Above: Butterballs on the Nabisco Wall in Yosemite Valley. Photo: Gene Foley. 
Right: Wellington Crack in llkley Quarry. (In Mountain 35 we failed to mention that one resting point had been used on this climb.) 

graded 5 and take mixed rock and ice 
couloirs to the previously untrodden 
Y Glacier that hangs from the upper face . 
However, they both avoid the real problems 
of the higher and more formidable walls of 
the high peak, Edward. 
The Australian team (Peter Blackwood, 
Andrew Stewart and Joe Friend) also put up 
a new route on the Speke Glacier, and made 
the second direct ascent of the original 
Ghiglione ice route on the West Face of 
Margherita . Details of Ghiglione's ascent 
were never fully recorded, but the climb, at 
4 sup., was found to be easier than 
expected. 
Many fine mixed lines on the Zaire faces of 
the four high peaks of Mt. Stanley, 
especially on Albert and Alexandra, await 
ascents. 
Correspondent: Joe Friend 

SPAIN 

Naranjo de Bulnes: West Face 
Miguel Angel Gallegos, Carlos del Campo, 
Mariano Ruiz Cantavella and Anton io 
Gomez Bohorquez made the first direct 
ascent of the imposing West Face (see also 
Mountain 29) . The climb was intended as a 
winter ascent, but it took so long (fifty-eight 
days, presumably spent in some sort of siege) 
that it wasn 't finished until mid -April, well 
after the end of the official winter season. 
Correspondent: Ian Liston Foulis 

BRITISH ISLES 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Borrowdale 
On Goat Crag, Pete Livesey and another added 
a companion route to Footless Crow on Goat 
Buttress. Entitled Bitter Oasis (160ft., XS) , 
it takes the first groove of the old Great 
Buttress peg route, avoiding the overhangs by 
moving right on to a slab which leads to a 
stance on the edge of the buttress. The route 
then moves back left, between the overhangs, 
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to join Freeland's bolt route for the last 
40ft. All but one of the bolts were chopped ; 
the last remains for a runner. The climb is 
said to be just as hard as, but less serious 
than, Footless Crow. 
Buttermere 
Two new routes have been climbed here by 
Mike Mortimer and Bob Allen: Wray (120ft., 
HVS) takes a parallel line above the second 
pitch of Saraband, moving right after 90ft. to 
avoid greater difficulties ; Tax Collector 
(120ft., HVS) starts from the dead tree on 
Paper Tiger and takes the obvious groove 
line above. 
Thirlmere Area 
Myhill 's and Wood 's route Empire, on Raven 
Crag, has received three repeats by "insular 
Lakeland syndrome" teams since it was first 
reported. On one of these ascents, Jeff Lamb 
dispensed with the aid on the last pitch . All 
the parties thought the originators· claims 
of great difficulty were rather exaggerated . 
Eastern Crags 
On Scrubby Crag in Deepdale, John Earl and 
Robert Hutchinson climbed a groove and an 
impressive corner on the walls to the right 
of Ringway, producing Heorot (270ft., HVS) . 
On Dove Crag, Pete Long and Rod Valentine 
made the third ascent of Phobos ; they took a 
leftward variation on the first pitch, thereby 
avoiding the hanging groove, loose block 
(now trundled) and aid peg of the original 
line. The route is now completely free and 
said to be very worthwhile. 
Langdale 
Pearls before Swine, Long's and Harding's 
difficult line on Deer Bield Crag, received a 
second ascent recently by Mike Mortimer, 
Jeff Lamb and Bill Young. Lamb fell off 
twice before relinquishing the lead to 
Mortimer who eventually won through. The 
climb apparently offers one of the thinnest 
pitches in Langdale, and a poorly protected 
one at that. 
Scafell Area 
On the East Buttress of Scafe/I, Dyad had a 

second ascent by John Adams and 
I. Conway, who reduced the aid on the first 
pitch but increased it on the second. 
Other aid eliminations occurred on Esk 
Buttress: Ron Fawcett and another climbed 
Hydra free, and Lamb and Adams made th e 
second ascent of Grand Slam without using 
the aid point. 
This purist trend later suffered a reversal , 
however, when Paul Braithwaite and Rod 
Valentine forced the imposing groove line in 
the wall above Central Pillar, with three 
points of aid . This 70ft. pitch had been 
considered by several leading Lakeland 
climbers, all of whom declined to use aid . 
Braithwaite's and Valentine's ascent was 
therefore received critically by some 
climbers. The ascent was not without 
incident, however, for Valentine took a 70ft. 
fall after using two aid points ; the following 
day, Braithwaite forced a conclusion with a 
further point of aid . Even then, he said, his 
arms were bulging with fatigue after he had 
completed the pitch, which overhangs all the 
way and is not well protected. Nevertheless, 
criticism exists and is best summed up in 
the comments of Pete Livesey : 
... . . Braithwaite and Valentine pulled the 
lowest trick in years. It was Valentine and 
his F.R.C.C. cronies who had a lot to say 
about leaving routes with aid out of the 
guidebooks : 'Avoid the rush to get into 
print,' they said. 'If you can't do it without 
aid then leave it for someone better.' The 
various factions operating in the Lakes 
couldn 't help but agree with these strictures, 
so we all had a look at this Esk Buttress line, 
but left it for someone better. The new 
guide is about to go to print - and who 
rushed to get into it but Valentine and Tut. 
Even folks like McHaffie and Freeland, who 
didn't give a toss before the F.R .C.C. issued 
its code of ethics, have been toeing the 
party line on aid for the past year or so. 
You can imagine what they had to say about 
this effort." 



Great Gable 
On Gable Crag, Adams, Long and Valentine 
made the second ascent of The Serpent, and 
added a new route called Vindolanda 
(1 OOft., XS, 1 piton) between The Serpent 
and Slant. Colin Read and Bill Robinson made 
a direct start to Engineers Slabs (130ft., HVS ). 
Pillar Rock 
Adams and Conway made the second ascent 
of the direct finish of Scylla, reducing the aid 
from seven points to two. 

NORTH WALES 

Little Orme 
Paul Trower and Nigel Metcalfe made the 
second ascent of Gemstone, which they 
reported to be a big, serious climb of 
exce llent quality. 
Anglesey 
The long -awaited second ascent of 
Wonderwall took place recently. This fierce 
route, first led by Laurie Halliwell, takes the 
overhanging right wall of Easter Island Gully. 
It had repulsed strong attempts led by Les 
Halliwell and Dave Pearce, the latter taking 
a spectacular fall from the crux during one 
of his two investigations. Pearce and Nick 
Estcourt finally settled the score earlier 
this year. Since then, there have been two 
further ascents, both of which apparently 
confirmed the difficulty of the climb. 
The B.M .C.'s North Wales Area Committee 
and the Nature Conservancy are still very 
worried about the disturbance caused by 
climbers to rare birds on the South Stack 
cliffs. They have recently repeated their 
requests to climbers to avoid certain climbs 
during the nesting period. Most climbers 
have observed the existing voluntary ban, but 
some teams are still operating in the area 
during the critical period; it is claimed that 
the resulting disturbance has led to a 
reduction in the population of auks (the 
timid razorbills, guillemots and puffins) . 
The Lighthouse Path is one of the few places 
from which ornithologists and members of 
the public can observe the birds in safety, 
so that there is a clear conflict of interests 
here. When climbers are seen to disturb the 
birds, genuine passions are aroused ; these 
could result in the imposition of serious 
restrictions on access. It is therefore most 
important to observe the voluntary ban. The 
B.M C. has asked that all the Mousetrap 
Zawn and Red Wall routes be avoided 
between February and July, thus extending 
the area and the ban beyond those mentioned 
on the cliff-top notice-boards. 
The B.M .C. firmly believes that this extension 
is justified, though it effectively rules out 
climbing on one of the best areas in Wales 
for five months of the year. 
One hopes that the B.M.C.'s deliberations on 
such matters will continue to correspond 
accurately with genuine requirements for the 
survival of rare birds, and that the Council 
will not allow itself to become merely the 
mouthpiece of pressure groups who wish to 
impose restrictions on climbers for other 
reasons. 
Llanberis Pass 
Dave Pearce and Nick Estcourt climbed a new 
route (Lung Fish: 350ft., XS) on Craig y 
Rhaeadr. It takes a fierce line up the steep 
rock to the right of Chequered Wall. 
Clogw yn du' r A rddu 
A complicated rescue took place here in May. 
Flintshire climber Ian McCombe fell 75ft. 
from the final pitch of Langland's Climb, 
when holds collapsed. He ended up level 
with the crevasse stance, with two broken 
legs. Other climbers pulled him on to the 
stance and made him as comfortable as 
possible while the Mountain Rescue was 
summoned. A tight and efficient operation 
ensued, involving an R.A.F. helicopter and 
National Park Wardens John Ellis Roberts, 
Sam Roberts, Chris Wharmby and Leo Taylor. 
Ellis Roberts abseiled to the crevasse stance, 

11 



Information 

Alpine Club introduces 1Aspirant Membership 'I and eliminates 
century-old discrimination against women. 

where the casualty was swathed in inflatable 
splints and lashed on to a stretcher. A rope 
was then lowered from the helicopter and the 
stretcher, with Ellis Roberts attached, was 
swung clear of the crag and lifted to level 
ground on the ridge above. 
The rapid efficiency of this rescue was a 
notable technical improvement on past 
performances and underlines the growing 
professionalism in the North Wales Mountain 
Rescue Association. This body has recently 
undergone some changes, with old amateur 
figures like Chris Briggs being ousted from 
positions of influence by various Park 
Wardens and Instructors. 
Bearing in mind our editorial in Mountain 33, 
it is perhaps worth pondering on the price 
climbers might have to pay for this 
improved service. The zealous official bodies 
now proliferating in our mountain areas may 
soon, taking their lead from the United 
States, attempt to restrict climbing freedom 
in the name of 'safety'. In the past, when 
challenged about the risks to which rescuers 
were subjected, our great defence was that 
the rescuers were themselves ordinary 
climbers. The new brand of rescuer may be a 
climber, but his main loyalty is likely to 
be directed elsewhere - to his sponsors -
and thus in the same way as the climber/ 
educationalist he may become a fifth 
columnist in our midst. 

SOUTH -WEST ENGLAND 

Lundy 
Two further new routes have been added to 
the clean gran ite cliff between Egyptian 
Zawn and Deep Zawn, in the Jenny's Cove 
area : Live Gold (120ft., VS) and Limey 
(120ft., VS) exploit the best possibilities on 
the right of the cliff, on the slabs terminated 
by the diminutive Box Zawn. This small crag 
now boasts four clean and worthwhile climbs. 
Further possibilities remain in the centre 
and also on the steep outcrop of rock above, 
though finishes here would be rather artificia l. 
The pioneers of the recent routes were Pete 
Thexton and Nick Groves, who also put up 
Congar (1 00ft., HVS) , a pod-shaped crack 
up the arete to the right of Stingray, on the 
Torrey Canyon cliff. 
The pair also made the second ascent of 
Promised Land on the Devil's Chimney cliff, 
and confirmed its stupendous quality. Indeed, 
the excellence of many of the recent routes 
on the island has surprised many. Geologist 
Jack Soper commented : " Lundy is really the 
southern tip of the Hebrides .. . the granite 
is lovely, fresh, new stuff, only fifty-two 
million years old ." 
Devon and Cornwall 
There has been renewed activity at 
Blackchurch following recent publicity. Keith 
Darbyshire and Dave Garner put up a route 
called Notre Dame (130ft., HVS) on the right 
arete of the seaward face. They also finally 
rendered The Sexton (200ft., XS, 5b) fit to 
climb, after several intensive gardening 
sessions. It proved to be a fine, strenuous 
climb, though it was still slightly marred by 
friable rock. Pat Littlejohn and Hugh Clarke 
also added a route to the seaward face -
Sacre Corner (120ft., XS, 5c), a superb pitch 
which follows thin cracks. 
On the slabs of Brownspear Point, 
Darbyshire, Garner and Clarke added Berlin 
(215ft., XS, 4c) to a cluster of much older 
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climbs. Dubious rock and negligible protection 
made this technically reasonable (though 
sustained) climb a serious undertaking. 
Local climbers have been very active on 
Compass Point, near Bude, where seven short 
routes have been recorded on pleasant, easily 
accessible cliffs which are relatively solid . 
These follow strong lines and form a good 
concentration of climbs in the higher grades. 
On Dunderhole Point, half-a-mile south of 
Tintagel, a visiting party, comprising John 
Jones, John Kingston, Chris Phoenix and Ken 
Wilson, climbed a fine route up the seaward 
face of the cliff just south of the Youth 
Hostel. Entitled Bandstand (145ft., HVS, 5b) , 
it reaches, then escapes from, a prominent 
ledge half-way up the cliff. 
Doyden Point, near Pentire Head, produced 
another route when Darbyshire and Garner 
climbed an impressive direct line across the 
slab of Caprice and up the wall above (The 
Shrink, ( 140ft., XS, 5b). 
Two of the more obvious unclimbed lines on 
Carn Gow/a have yielded with surprisingly 
little resistance. A huge arching groove, one 
hundred yards south of the sewer pipe, 
provided Littlejohn and Steve Jones with 
Mercury (270ft, HVS, 5a), a magnificent 
climb which takes the first part of the groove 
and then climbs the left arete, on big holds, 
in a very exposed position . The drawback is 
the approach: an abseil of more than 200ft., 
most of which is free. Despite strong bids 
from outsiders, the big line up the Black Slab 
was captured by John Fowler and Pete 
Biven. The route, Tempest (380ft, S) , 
proved to be longer than expected and is 
a very worthwhile climb. The Black Slab's left 
retaining wall was also climbed, by 
Darbyshire and Garner, to give a fine pitch 
with very little protection (Demerara, 130ft., 
HVS, 5a). Further west, conspicuous gaps on 
the sheet of slab at Carn Kenidjack were filled 
with Saxon (160ft., HVS, 4c), a high quality 
route between Gneiss Gnome and the Shield, 
and Thane (130ft., HVS, 5a) , which takes the 
open groove bounding the face on the right. 
Both were the work of Littlejohn and Jones, 
who also rounded off development of an 
interesting granite crag at St. Loy, on the 
south coast, by adding Finesse (120ft., XS, 
5c) and most notably The Baldest (1 00ft., 
XS, 6a), a ferociously thin and poorly 
protected pitch up the diamond-shaped slab 
forming the centre-piece of the crag . 
Correspondents: Livesey, Hutchinson, Read, 
Roper, Trower, Moffatt, Thexton and 
Littlejohn 

Trento Film Festival 1974 
This year the main prize was taken by Lothar 
Brandler's film, The Wall, which showed a 
climber soloing a difficult route on the Roda 
di Vael, falling off (sic), and finally retreating. 
The Italian Alpine Club's award went to 
Tower of the Wind, Mimmo Lanzetta's film 
of the recent ascent of Cerro Torre by the 
West Face. The Nation's Trophy went to the 
United States for a number of entries, 
including Bob Carmichael's Break On 
Through, the gripping film about The Naked 
Edge that was shown at the Buxton 
Conference. Other awards were taken by 
Little North Face, a film by Hal Weston, 
showing Murray Jones and Graham Dingle 
doing a climb in New Zealand, and Sci ai 
Limiti dell Ossigeno, which showed Sylvain 

Saudan skiing down Mt. McKinley. 
Apart from these entries, which were good 
though not exceptional, there were many 
tedious offerings bolstering up the heavy 
programme of sixty-five films. Surprisingly, 
one of the most laughable films, that 
dealing with the huge Italian Everest 
expedition, was one of the most technically 
competent. Despite strong nationalistic 
overtones, victory parades through the 
streets of Rome, large dollops of pseudo 
science and shots of helicopters landing 
in the Western Cwm, the film somehow 
succeeded in holding one's attention for 
well over an hour, while other offerings 
induced slumber after only a few minutes. 
The parallel activities of the International 
Alpinists' Meeting, with much eating and 
drinking, served to leaven the otherwise 
hopelessly indigestible ration of tedious 
films and endless speeches by plump Italian 
notables. 

Radical Changes at the Alpine Club 
The Alpine Club has recently made two 
important rule changes . Of particular 
interest to alpinists is their new provision 
for a level of aspirant membership. This can 
be gained after only one alpine season. 
As the club has recently negotiated 
preferential rights to use the French, 
Italian, Austrian and German huts, this 
move to spread the benefits to a greater 
number of climbers should be widely 
appreciated. The other rule change concerns 
the provision for women membership. This is 
reported in greater detail on the opposite 
page. 

OBITUARIES 

George {'Scottie') Dwyer, the Welsh 
guide, died in April at the age of sixty-five. 
Dwyer, a popular figure among pupils of the 
erstwhile Mountaineering Association, 
became the first professional guide in Wales 
in 1945, and later became the second man to 
gain the B.M.C.'s Guide Certificate. At this 
time he was at the peak of his powers as a 
rock-climber, his most notable achievements 
being the second ascent of Bow-Shaped Slab 
on Cloggy and the first ascent (with Dickie 
Morsley) of Central Route on Llech Ddu. 
Dwyer's last posting was as an Instructor at 
the Plas Gwynant Outdoor Centre. 

Derek Bull (47) wa5 killed in May when he 
accidentally fell from the platform of a 
station in Buckinghamshire and was hit by an 
oncoming train . Bull was one of that 
dwindling group of Oxbridge activists who 
livened up the more traditional sections of 
British climbing in the early 'fifties. A 
competent alpinist, he took part in a number 
of early British ascents and was a member of 
John Hunt's expeditions to the Caucasus 
(1958) and the Pamirs (1962) . He was also 
an energetic member of both the Alpine Club 
and the Climbers' Club, and was a member 
of the Management Committee of Hafod 
Muerig Centre. 



People 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

Shipton supports new regime in Chile 
In a letter to The Times, Eric Shipton came 
out strongly in favour of the new government 
in Chile. Having just returned from one of 
his annual Patagonian visits, he reported 
widespread relief and optimism compared to 
the 'tension, fear and gloom' of last year's 
visit prior to the overthrow of the Allende 
administration last September. It is not clear 
whether Shipton disbelieves reported 
allegations of atrocities or condones them. His 
comment that immaculate behaviour is not 
always possible when dealing with chaos, 
is disturbing. Twice British Consul-General 
in Kashgar during troubled times and later 
in Yunnan, Shipton has a reputation for 
delicate diplomacy - and it may be that he is 
looking ahead to an eventual reconciliation 
with Chile. Of course if he is to continue his 
regular visits to Patagonia, it would in any 
case be unwise for him to offer any 
criticism of the new regime. 

Starting them young 
Carlo Mauri, the Lecco mountaineer
adventurer (International Everest and Ra 
Expeditions) took his fourteen-year-old son 
along on what he had planned to be a two-year 
overland trip on horseback in the tracks of 
Marco Polo . They got as far as the Pamirs 
where they were not allowed to cross into 
Russia or China. Mauri subsequently 
completed the last leg of the Round the 
World Yacht Race in the Italian boat 
"C.S. & R.B." 
Doctor on Everest, Peter Steele, made a 
6,000 mile journey in South America with his 
ten-year-old son Adam. They followed the 
spine of the Andes from Venezuela through 
Columbia and Ecuador into Southern Peru, 
then across the mountains to reach the jungle 
and return north on the River Amazon. 
Travelling by local transport, by mule and on 
foot in the mountains and by canoe and 
launch on the river - the cost for both was 
less than £300. On a lonely stretch of coast 
road near the Venezuela-Colombia border 
they were ambushed by armed bandits and 
only allowed to pass unhurt when they told 
the leaders of the gang they were taking a 
sick child urgently to hospital. Adam lay on 
the back seat pretending to be ill, his face 
realistically white with fear. They later 
learned that two headless bodies had been 
found on the same road a week before. 
Adam Steele is a well-travelled young man, 
having lived in Labrador and taken part in a 
family journey across the Bhutan Himalaya 
as a small child. 

Women to penetrate Alpine Club 
In an eloquent address to the Alpine Club 
last month, Lord Hunt proposed that lady 
members be permitted to join the Club, and 
the motion was carried by a 75% majority. It 
was recalled that in March 1875 in a letter to 
Monsieur Millot, Leslie Stephen (father of 
those emancipated ladies Virginia Woolf and 
Vanessa Bell) envisaged that the principle of 
equal rights for women which was fast 
making headway in England would very soon 
be accepted by the Alpine Club and that 
Mme. Millot should then be elected as a 
member. That it took nearly 1 00 years for this 
radical seed to germinate is surprising, 
particularly when of recent years the chief 
reasons given against the admission of ladies 
(an "outrageous, amazing, fantastic 
suggestion" one member put it) were that 
the Club had managed without them for 
116 years and that in any case its lavatory 
facilities were unsatisfactory for women -
although apparently acceptable to lady 
members of the house-staff and to women 
visitors on Ladies' Nights. "They solved the 
problem at Boodles by building a Ladies' 
Annexe," protested another diehard, " why 
can 't we do the same here?" 
It is doubtful whether the AC will be 
swamped by a deluge of eager ladies - in the 
American Alpine Club which has always 
admitted them, the female proportion of the 
membership is only 8% - but prompt 
applications were received from LAC 
members Sally Westmacott and Betty Seiffert. 
Indeed, there is much speculation as to how 
this new membership structure will affect the 
Ladies' Alpine Club, which owed its 
foundation largely to the fact that women 
were excluded from the AC. The feeling is 
that it sounds the death knell for the LAC, 
and talks of a 'marriage', or - more intriguingly 
- 'horizontal movement' between the two 
Clubs is mooted. 
The club has solved two embarrassing 
anomalies by this change however. When the 
AC merged with the ACG (whose ranks 
included women) a 'Nelson's Eye' attitude 
was adopted, but the situation became even 
more complex when a new member, after 
carefully reading the rule book, noticed that 
in a strictly legalistic sense the rules did 
not exclude women at all. Thus the club 
has merely erased a de-facto situation. It 
will now be interesting to observe the 
reverberations that follow in Britain's other male 
clubs (the Wayfarer's, Rucksack, Gritstone, 
Yorkshire Ramblers', Scottish Mountaineering 
and Climbers'). The CC in particular 

THE BRITISH MOUTAINEERING COUNCIL 
invites applications for the post of: 

has been vociferously rejecting motions to 
admit women for years, but with the AC's 
new policy the pressure on them (with much 
overlapping membership) may now become 
irresistible. 

Rusty Baillie gets plum job 
Losing Bill March to the Dhaulagiri 
Expedition and subsequently a teaching post 
in the States, the Scottish Sports Council's 
Glenmore Lodge was without a Deputy 
Principal. Short-listed for this plum position 
were three of the Centre's other instructors -
John Cunningham, Rob Smith and Steve 
Mitchell - and outsiders Dave Nicol, 
Rusty Baillie, Colin Bolton and Pete Dyer. 
Rusty Baillie was offered the job and 
subsequently accepted. Born in Rhodesia, 
he became widely recognized after making 
the second British ascent of the Eigerwand 
with Dougal Haston in 1963, and the first 
ascent of the Old Man of Hoy with Bonington 
and Patey in 1966. The first ascent of the 
Right Hand Pillar of Brouillard was another of 
his noteworthy climbs, along with an 
impressive route on Colorado's Painted Wall. 
He has instructed at Plas y Brenin, Aberdovey 
and Benmore, and in America with the 
Colorado Outward Bound School and with 
Roy Smith at Prescott. Baillie and Fred 
Harper, Glenmore's principal, are old team 
mates having worked together at the 
Benmore Centre along with Bill March. In fact 
Benmore seems to be the chief pipeline 
feeding the Aviemore Centre - Smith, Nicol 
and Mitchell also 'graduated' from there. 

GENERAL SECRETARY 
This will be a senior post with major policy-making 
responsibility. The General Secretary will be responsible 
for communications within the BMC and with Sports 
Council and other national bodies, for the organisation 
and staffing of the new Manchester office, and for providing 

Applications should be sent to: 

services for BMC officers and committees. Salary will be 
negotiable in the region of £4,000. Applicants should 
have fairly wide experience of mountaineering and 
mountaineering clubs, possess proven administrative 
ability and should preferably be in the age range 25-50. 

Alan Blackshaw, President BMC, 4 St. George Square, London, SW1. All applications should arrive before 24th August, 1974. 
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Doing it for the perks 
by Ian McNaught Davis 

Now that that bastion of male chauvinist 
piggery, the Alpine Club, has opened its 
doors to women (not, I might add, as the 
result of a determined feminist attack, but 
from the forces of liberalism in the 
distinguished hands of Lord Hunt) , we can 
take a searching look at other clubs from 
which good climbers are excluded simply 
becauce they happen to have been born the 
wrong sex. 
The Climbers' Club has struggled with the 
opposite sex for the past seven years ; again, 
I suppose, it has had as many women wishing 
to join as the Pinnacle Club, bastion of 
female chauvinist sowery, has had men 
kicking in the door of its Gwynant hut. In 
fact, a strong and well organized opposition 
persuaded a number of ancient members, 
noted for their inactivity in climbing but with 
highly active prejudices, to kick the motion 
out. But at least the prejudices were 
questioned. 
Further north, no such doubts arise and 
misogynist clubs proliferate . Those two once 
proud Lancashire clubs, the Rucksack and the 
Wayfarer's, now sunk into private, moribund 
obscurity, still maintain their rarely used, 
men-only huts to recount tales of past 
glories, rather like the pensioners in the 
Royal Chelsea Hospital, weary and broken 
from long forgotten battles. 
And what can be said about that nationalistic, 
inward-looking oddity, the Scottish 
Mountaineering Club - other than to hope 
that any female Highland tiger (if they exist) 
would have more self-respect than to wish to 
join if she could, which she can't? 
But this curious prejudice against the 
opposite sex is not an exclusively male 
prerogative . The Pinnacle Club and the 
Ladies' Alpine Club (which, as far as I can 
make out, have more or less identical 
memberships) don't have any qualms : they 
reject men absolutely. As it was explained to 
me, the tweedy, leather-belt and brogue 
brigade don't like the competition, and the 
lace and frills group feel that there are 
enough 'chaps' in the club anyway. 
So can it really be said that there is a 
genuine prejudice against women climbers, 
or does it all simply stem from the fact that, 
with few exceptions, they are so useless (at 
climbing, that is)? 
When I did a bit of research into this 
question, the only sensible explanation came 
from one fairly active woman climber: "Men 
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don't want to climb with women, but they 
like the perks". But is that really what it's all 
about? I am sure that many of my friends 
have enjoyed taking some nubile female 
athlete up a sun-baked Severe, steep enough 
to simulate a real climb and with enough 
holds to make it easy, and then, as the 
flushed, excited lass pulls out over the 
finishing holds, hustling her away to spend 
the long, hot afternoon tumbling in the 
heather. But there must be more to it 
than that. 
In France, Germany, Switzerland and tl,e 
U.S.A., there are women climbers who 
habitually lead climbs at the highest level 
of difficulty. During the recent Spring 
holiday, for example, Simone Badier returned 
to Wales, with Ron James's book of selected 
climbs clasped in her delicate, 38-year-old 
hand. In a few days she led routes thac 
included Vector, Central Wall on Castell 
Cidwm, Big Groove and Winking Crack and, 
after a futile visit to a wet Cloggy, filled in 
an afternoon by leading Diagonal, Cenotaph 
Corner and Cemetery Gates. So really, there 
is no reason, physical or mental, why women 
should not attain the upper echelons of our 
sport and lead climbs of the highest order of 
difficulty. 
Why, then, have British women climbers 
contributed so little for so long? 
I am going to stick my neck out and propose 
a couple of hypotheses. The first, as I have 
already implied, is that female climbers in 
this country lead at a significantly lower 
standard than do their contemporaries in 
most other important climbing countries. 
The second hypothesis accounts for the first, 
by blaming British female climbing mediocrity 
on the attitudes adopted by British male 
climbers towards any female who shows any 
climbing promise. 
Probably the most powerful disincentive for 
women is what I would call the 'gentle 
bullshit' (or the 'pat-on-the-head', as it is 
called in the U.S.A.). It goes like this: 
C.C. Member: "Hello, had a good day?" 
Nubile Female Climber: "Yes, I led Gashed 
Crag today." 
C.C. Member (thinking, 'Well it's only a 
Diff, but it was a cold day and she is a 
woman') : "That's an extraordinary 
achievement! Well done! Jolly Good!" 
The N.F.C. preens and rushes off to write an 
article about it for the Pinnacle Journal. 
Normally, if it was worth discussing the 

matter at all, the conversation between two 
men would have gone as follows : 
"What did you do today?" 
"Nothing, took a bird up Gashed Crag." 
" Christ! You missed the best day for months." 
So they get deceived into thinking that 
their minor achievements have some 
significance. I am sure that the motivation 
is basically kind, the idea being to stimulate 
more interest, so that, after years of struggle, 
she can confidently lead some crummy 
Lakeland V. Diff. on a sunny day. But is 
there any real excuse for this patronizing 
dishonesty? 
There is also the problem of pure male 
chauvinism. The man takes the girl climbing 
(for the perks), gradually she becomes his 
accepted partner, his leading standard falls 
(either because of too many perks or too 
little ambition) and she is cast, irrevocably, 
into the role of second. Eventually their 
standards, his on the way down, hers on the 
way up, meet. They both become dissatisfied, 
and they part, he to marry a short-sighted 
teacher from Heckmondwike, she to join the 
warm, mothering embrace of the Pinnacle 
Club where she becomes a star ("She leads 
Severes") . 
Of course, what that basically means is that 
they opt out of any competitive scene. The 
only way to measure how good you are is to 
measure yourself against your peers. Once 
women accept that they cannot climb at the 
same standard as men, they fall into the 
Pinnacle/L.A.C. maw of benevolent 'gentle 
bullshit'; they measure themselves on a 
totally feeble, outdated scale. 
Finally, there is the fact that there are 
anyway far fewer female than male climbers. 
Once again, the reason for this lies with 
the selfish male. The climbing may be great, 
but the attractions of furtive sex in 
stinking sleeping bags, huddled in leaking 
tents, quickly fade even when measured 
against that exquisite alternative, the 
'drink in the pub'. This involves three hours 
of standing shoulder-to-shoulder with 
sweating male climbers dressed in rags, 
watching that ultimately tedious and endless 
game of darts, while pint after pint of beer 
is swilled and the conversation, what there 
is of it, is restricted to discussing unknown 
climbs on unknown crags. It is surprising 
that there are any women there at all. But 
perhaps they, too, are there for the perks, 
whatever they may be. 
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Right : 01,ver Stansfield 
and Pete Boardman on 
the second bivouac on 
Koh-1-Khaa1k: "we were 
teetermg on the edge of 
control". 
Photo Mamn Wragg 

LONG NICKS IN THI 
HINDU KUSH 

by Pete Boardman 

The greatest advocates of ambitious alpine-style ascents of routes on high mountains in 
the past seem by now either to have lost their toes or their lives, or to have become wiser 
and more cautious. Making such ascents can be like playing Russian roulette with a huge 
revolver. You try and keep as many of its chambers as possible empty, by carefully 
choosing an able and speedy team, and by planning the climb and the nature and weight 
of the food and equipment you are going to carry. However, there are three big bullets 
that remain - the possibility of extreme difficulty above an impossible retreat that can 
strand you or dangerously slow you down, the susceptibility of a small team in the event 
of an accident, and the weather. 
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Above: The North Face of K oh -i-Khaaik with the route and bivouacs 
marked. Right: On the North Face of Koh-i-Khaaik - Stansfield 
climbing on the second day. Photos: Pete Boardman 

The Central Hindu Kush of Afghanistan lies in the rain
shadow of the Western Himalaya and usually has fairly 
settled weather, particularly in the second half of July and 
the month of August ; despite snow showers and mist at 
other times, we were lucky with the weather at least 
during our ascents of the north faces of Koh - i-Khaaik and 
Koh-i-Mondi . 
In the first two weeks of our stay we climbed seven peaks 
of over 18,000ft. from our Advance Camp on the Joumi 
Glacier. Five of these were virgin , but they were all 
seductively straightforward and rarely took more than a day 
to climb and descend. However, the objective of our 
expedition was the 5,500ft. North Face of Koh-i - Mondi. Its 
armour of ice, big avalanching couloir and rattling stonefall 
intimidated us into attempting a training climb of some 
technical difficulty. Chris Fitzhugh and Bill Church chose a 
fine rib line bordering Koh - i-Mondi, hoping at the same 
time to reconnoitre the descent route from the mountain . 
Oliver Stansfield, Martin Wragg and I decided to attempt 
the 2,800ft. North Face of Koh-i-Khaaik . We intended to 
climb the face in a day, traverse a ridge to a peak we had 
climbed previously, and from there descend to Advance 
Camp. When climbing in the European Alps we had used 
the dictum 'light sacs are the key to fast ascents' . So we 
decided against taking a stove and limited ourselves to 
1 ½ days' food, one water bottle, polythene bivi bags and 
lightweight sleeping bags, 300ft. of rope, seven rock pegs, 
three ice pegs, and some slings and karabiners. 

We misjudged the conditions of the face, its difficulty, and 
the effect of altitude on hard technical climbing. Part of the 
first day's climbing involved a steep 180ft. crack that was 
just too wide to jam; it was choked with ice and poorly 
protected. We found that we could only manage short 
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bursts of effort on strenuous pitches, and by the time it was 
getting dark we were dismayed at our low altitude as 
gauged by other peaks. We spent the night crouched on a 
small snow shelf feeling very committed . The next day we 
only managed seven pitches, and were sobered by the 
seriousness of our situation : we had neither the radio, oxygen 
and manpower support of a big expedition, nor the 
helicopter safety net that many climbers have grown to 
assume (often subconsciously) in Europe. One of the 
pitches was memorably demanding, involving the use of a 
small nut for aid to surmount an overhang 80ft. above 
loose belays. Delicate crampon work up an ever-steepening 
verglassed slab followed. Here we had to use three angles 
for aid, placing them between the ice and the rock. That 
night we had to tension traverse to a patch of 45° water ice, 
where we hacked a small bivouac stance for a three -hour 
rest in the dark . 

Beauty mocks when the spirit is low. On the morning of the 
third day we were not in the mood to enjoy the view of 
Koh - i-Bandaka hovering in the distant sunlight above a sea 
of cloud . The sea of cloud was a nuisance because it was 
blocking the early morning sun from drying our damp 
sleeping bags, and we realized that our next night out was 

going to be cold and uncomfortable. Above, eighty feet of 
vertical rock wall separated us from the first of three 
snow-fields (divided by short rock steps) that stretched for 
800ft. to the summit of the North Face. 
The technical difficulty of the climbing is difficult to assess 
because we were so tired and weakened. It is painless to 
forget how savage an experience can be . We were teetering 
on the edge of control, yet of necessity we accepted the 
situation we were involved in . I pegged up the wall above 
the bivouac by repeatedly descending, stripping the lower 
pegs, and using them again higher up. A large rockfall 
gashed Martin 's hand as he followed the pitch, but Oliver 
patched him up after a sly thirsty suck at an alcohol-soaked 
cleansing pad. 
The snow-slope was covered in powder snow on top of 
hard water ice. Oliver had eaten more recently than Martin 
and myself - he'd had a throat lozenge and a piece of 
chewing gum for breakfast - so we persuaded him it was 
about time that he took the lead. He floundered up three 
feet and then stopped . We'd been calling him 'sir' all the 
climb and now he argued that he, after all , had been 
promised a guided route. He was under the illusion that 
Martin and I, being Matterwand men, were used to this 

sort of climb. This provoked the question of our motives for 
climbing. Were we searching for an adequate yardstick for 
our physical and mental potentialities? Were we turning 
from the complications of a world we could not understand 
to plunge into a blind action that committed us? Or was it 
all a bit of a mistake? 
Martin took over and applied the slogging determination of 
a cross-country runner ("I just go as fast as I can for fifty 
steps then stop for a rest"). A few hours later and nearly 
800ft. higher, Martin was thirty feet below the top of the 
North Face without realizing it, as his line of vision was 
blocked by a small rock step. Sensing the drama of the 
situation he screamed : "When is this mountain going to 
give in?" and proceeded to kick it with his crampons and 
hit it with his ice axe. To his surprise, the hill relented 
almost immediately and he found himself on the summit, 
a prayer answered . 
It was 4.0 p.m . and our intended descent appeared a chaos 
of cornices and gendarmes. Another night at altitude 
without food or drink was unthinkable. We started to 
descend a couloir to the glacier system on the other side of 
the ridge, committing ourselves to a 50 mile trek back 
round to Base Camp. 
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Left and Above: 
The 5,500ft. North 
Face of Koh-i-Mondi 
(20,450ft.) showing 
the route; small 
white spots mark the 
bivouacs. 
Photo: Bob Watson 

We spent a cold night on the snow and renewed the 
descent early the following morning . The clouds began to 
clear as we reached a green meadow and stream amongst 
the moraines of the North-East Parshui Glacier. We drank 
the water and lay in the grass beneath the sun. Sweetness 
was born of the effort and danger of the climb and a 
feeling of friendship between the three of us. 
In the afternoon, in our dazed condition, we lost sight of 
one another in a swamp in the river valley. The wind 
swayed and rattled the dense undergrowth, and our cries were 
drowned by the roar of the river. It was a cackling nightmare 
until we met suddenly in a clearing . 
Soon we were on a path, passing the ageless sites of 
shepherds ' campfires and shelters. We spent the night by a 
deserted woodcutter's hut and stumbled down to ford the 
Parshui River. Oliver was knocked under twice by the force 
of the current but was held on a rope, and eventually 
Martin managed to force his way across. 
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Previously we had been suspicious, perhaps a little scared, 
of the Afghans. Upon reaching the village of Tilli we knew 
enough of the language to say: "Four days - no food". 
Some hot tea was produced, and every family gave us a 
loaf of bread. The villagers, young and old, gathered 
around us in a concerned and interested semi-circle, gazing 
from beneath their strange medieval Nuristani hats. Looking 
back at them we felt a sense of kinship and relief. 

We arrived back at Base Camp a total of eight days after 
we had left. We spent the following week eating , discussing 
our plans for the North Face of Koh-i-Mondi in the light 
of our experiences of the previous weeks. Chris Fitzhugh, 
Bill Church , Martin Wragg and I decided to take 4½ days 
worth of food (26 lb.), with a strong resolution as to its 
careful conservation ! The condition of the face had 
improved considerably in the previous weeks, yet we were 
apprehensive about crossing beneath the Great Couloir, 
which descends from the col between the summits of 
Koh-i-Mondi and Koh-i-Joumi ; we agreed that the 
1,000ft. Rock Barrier above the middle of the face would be 
the other crux of our proposed route. 

Early in the morning of August 13th, the four of us set off 
from Advance Camp for the foot of the face. For most of the 
first day we climbed in two ropes of two. Chris led across 
the bergschrund under a trickle of stones and we ascended 
the right-hand side of the icefield that lay beneath the 
Great Couloir. It took a fraught two hours in the early 
afternoon to cross the Couloir, but nothing descended on 
our heads and we gained the broken rock on the other side. 
We traversed left and then we all roped up together 
for a difficult pitch across a crumbling snow ledge. It was 
getting dark and Martin and Chris followed quickly. 
Despite his headtorch Bill took an hour to reach us ; when 
he arrived we noticed he still had his sunglasses on . 





~ 

Above: Boardman starting up the Rock Band from the site of the 
second bivouac. Below: Boardman and Wragg moving across the 
Ramp. Photos: Wragg and Fitzhugh 
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Polythene bags haven 't the best friction for bivouacking on 
snow, and I slid off whilst asleep and woke up in a 
hanging belay. The next morning we were determined to 
avoid a repeat of the exhausting rope-haulings of 
Koh - i-Khaaik, and the middle two climbers prusiked . 

An enjoyable layback led to steep climbing with good holds 
at about Hard Severe standard. Then we climbed an 
awkward rubble -choked crack to reach a huge slab . Here 
the sun went off the face, and we immediately had to stop 
to put on all our spare clothes because of the intense cold . 
Four hundred feet of delicate climbing brought us to the 
crest of the Central Buttress and thence to the Snow 
Mushrooms - a precarious prow of snow in the middle of 
the face at the foot of the Rock Barrier. We bivouacked 
beneath the Mushrooms, nervously glancing upwards at 
several enormous Damoclean icicles. 
In the morning I started up a loose slanting crack line in the 
centre of the Rock Barrier. After two pitches I found 
myself beneath a large crumbling overhang. I managed to 
turn this on its right side up a cracked groove. The 
overhanging section required a number of pegs and nuts, 
but I disrupted much of the loose rock, and Chris was hit a 
glancing blow as he waited on the stance below. A finger 
was broken and one of his knees was damaged. 

We had a short discussion: retreat or continue? Even if 
Chris could climb, would we then be so slow as to become 
more susceptible to the dangers of stove-fuel and food 
shortage, fatigue, and bad weather? Yet retreat was 
uninviting, as we were over 3,000ft. up the face. I managed 
to reach a small ledge and Chris assured us he would be 
able to climb, so we continued. 
A succession of walls, cracks and diedres opened out above, 
and pitch after pitch of grades 4 and 5, on now splendid 
compact rocks, followed. As on Koh-i-Khaaik, route-finding 
was rarely a matter of debate as we had little choice, and 
there was a distinct shortage of ledges that would 
accommodate anyone in a sitting position. On either side 
the Rock Barrier stretched away in vast areas of over
hanging rock. A small excursion into an ice funnel led to a 
magnificent 150ft. cr.ack and then suddenly a snow arete. 
The Rock Barrier had 'gone', but daylight was fading. The 
next rope-length was difficult in the gathering gloom, and 
the soft snow proved treacherous, but then fortunately the 
angle eased and we dug out some snow ledges. 

The third bivouac was a miserable affair, and Chris's injuries 
were a cause of concern . The whole outcome of the climb 
was still in doubt, for we knew that 300ft. of rock barred 
the top of the icefield above us from the summit ridge. 
However, we realized that energy conservation and general 
bivouac organization would be as vital for success on the 
climb as the surmounting of the technical difficulties of the 
route. Haunted by the possibility of numbed fingers 
dropping a boot or sleeping bag, we carefully unpacked our 
gear and checked that everything, including ourselves, was 
well tied on . We were using only our personal climbing 
equipment, and were managing without duvets or double 
boots. As Martin and I had the thinnest sleeping bags we 
crouched together for warmth on a tiny ledge, whilst Bill 
and Chris chose the stretch of isolation on two ledges 
about twenty feet below us. 

In the morning, the sun caught the face for a short time and 
we were able to shake off the considerable condensation 
from our sleeping bags and dry out our equipment. I took 
the down boot off my left foot but found I could not get 
my climbing boot on. I had started the climb with a small 
blood blister on my heel, but now it had deteriorated into a 
large abscess. The adrenalin and tension of climbing the 
Rock Barrier the day before had probably suppressed the 
swelling in both Chris's injuries and my own. We cut the 
boot and I pulled it on, but I was unable to put my weight 
fully on the foot. 
Easy rocks gave access to the Upper lcefield. Above us the 
thin slanting line of a snow ramp appeared to connect the 
icefield with a steep gully which broke through the rock 
rim to the summit ridge. Martin took the lead and ploughed 
up the icefield for 600ft. - at one point running out 300ft. of 
rope in his search for a rock belay. I followed using my 
left knee and a tight rope. Verglassed rocks brought us out 



on to the Ramp, and it was found to be a narrow strip of 
snow-ice in an impressive situation. Blank walls towered 
on all sides, limiting our horizons to the sky above and the 
glacier 5,000ft. below. While Bill safeguarded Chris, 
Martin moved blindly along the Ramp. When we finally 
reached the gully, it turned out to consist of deep powder 
snow resting on ice, the last few feet being at an angle of 
60°. But then we were on the summit ridge and in the sun, 
and only a few hundred feet lay between us and the 
summit. Martin and I sat munching chocolate and while we 
waited for the other two we looked around at the 
mountains of Afghanistan, Russia and Pakistan, our 
appreciation sharpened after four days on the face. 
We had a comfortable bivouac at 20,000ft. on the summit 
ridge, all together on a ledge for the first time. In the 
morning there was an icy wind and the paraffin in the stove 
finally spluttered out whilst melting the snow for the 
morning brew. We climbed slowly and painfully to the 
summit. 
Our descent from the summit of Koh-i-Mondi consisted of a 
succession of the sort of incidents that one usually 
associates either with incompetence or an epic situation. 
We began to descend the West Ridge to the South Couloir 
(the line taken by Koh-i-Mondi's first ascensionists from the 
Chauir Glacier). I resorted to a clumsy backside technique, 
while Chris's hand and knee began to give him a lot of 
trouble. He slipped whilst descending the ridge, but 
fortunately Bill managed to hold him with a quick ice-axe 
belay. Then Chris dropped his sac down the couloir. He 
managed to salvage most of his equipment, but his 
cine-camera was lost, along with its summit reel. 
By early afternoon we were all on ~he Chauir Glacier. 
Doctor Bill operated on my heel with a razor blade and 
then went off down the glacier with Martin. "We'll return 
and meet you with some medicine," he said. Chris and I 
sipped some cold, lumpy oxtail S<?UP an? bivouacked. The 
next morning I wrapped my foot in a gaiter and a polythene 

bag and tried to stand up. I found that I could not walk, 
and felt hot and feverish. So Chris packed up and hobbled 
off down to warn the others. 
That afternoon I set off crawling down the glacier, towing 
my rucksack behind me. The ice split and I fell into a pool 
of water and all my gear was soaked, and then I rolled 
down a thirty foot ice slope, tearing my clothes. The clouds 
came down and I spent a cold night out. The following 
morning I began wandering through the moraines. In the 
early afternoon I rounded a group of boulders and met 
Oliver and Bill. Oliver, an anaesthetist by profession, was 
a confident injector. On seeing me he rubbed his needles 
together and prepared the potion. I was rescued. 
In the evenings, the villagers of the Munjan Valley kneel 
towards Mecca, but all our thoughts were now westwards. 
Because of our injuries, Chris and I had a horse ride eighty 
miles back to the roadhead. There were high clouds in the 
sky, the summer was over and the nomads were on the 
move. Soon we joined their strings of camels on the dusty 
trails. 

SUMMARY 
Nottingham University Hindu Kush Expedition 1972. Peter Boardman (leader), 
Chris Fitzhugh, Martin Wragg, Bill Church, Bob Watson, Oliver and M_argaret 
Stansfield. Five new peaks and five new routes, including Koh-i - Khaa,k (19,226ft) 
via North Face (ED) , 3- 5 August (Boardman, Wragg and Stansfield) , and 
Koh-i-Mondi (20,453ft) via North Face (ED) , 13- 17 August (Boardman, Wragg, 
Fitzhugh and Church). 

Ski School Director/Head of Ski Dept. Wanted. 
Age under 36. Permanent job with good prospects. '64 indoor slope 
and very specialist shop. Ski-ing enthusiasm and knowledge 
essential, climbing / walking experience if possible. Appointment Oct. 
Please write giving experience, qualifications, age, present job and 
salary, and thoughts on the future of ski-ing, to:-

TEBBUTT'S, Ski-ing, Climbing, Lightweight Camping, Walking, 
Equipment Specialists, 35 Market Place, Wednesbury, Staffs. 
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The first aesthetic, architectural and geological study of 
the Matterhorn was made by John Ruskin, who described it 
in rather jewelled terms as "the most noble cliff of 
Europe". But so varied is the geological structure of the 
mountain, and so incredible is its composition - discrete 
segments of rock bound together by veins of the hardest 
quartz - that it does indeed suggest the idea of perfection, 
and therefore of nobility. Architecture and aesthetics combine 
to produce in the Matterhorn the supreme example of an 
isolated, dominating mountain . Ruskin was right; so, too, 
were those who aspired to climb the peak, feeling its 
domination. 
But those who lived by the mountain had a different point 
of view. To them, the Matterhorn offered neither pastures 
nor crops nor crystals: only cold stone and death . Even the 
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chamois had abandoned the rocks, like the marmots. To 
climb the peak seemed to them a waste of time, an 
exercise for layabouts. Strangers, ' Les Anglais ' sometimes, 
passing through Breu ii on their way up the Theodul Pass, 
showed more interest, asking their guides, Pession, Herin, 
Meynet and others, how it was that no one had tried to 
climb this mountain, the most beautiful in the whole Alps. 
There were some in the area to whom the idea was not 
unacceptable. Canon Georges Carrel , for instance, an 
educated man whose opinions the locals respected, urged 
them to find a way up the mountain: this would benefit 
everbody, as the example set by Chamonix with its Mont 
Blanc surely proved. Most were unconvinced by his 
"ravings"; only his namesakes, Jean Jacques and Jean 
Antoine Carrel, those wild hunters, bold smugglers, 

indefatigable walkers - hard men, in fact - did not scorn 
the idea. Abbe Garret, too, was attracted by the idea, as 
much because he liked not to conform as for any purely 
alpinistic motives. 
So, one morning in the summer of 1857, Garret and the two 
Carrels found themselves on the summit of the Tete du 
Lion, the Matterhorn's southern satellite. They went no 
further. The attempt, if we can call it that, had modest 
results ; it was an amusement, that was all. But 
since in my opinion mountaineering progress is made not 
only through victories and defeats, but above all through the 
evolution of ideas and of courage, I regard the 1857 
excursion as a seed of incalculable importance. Garret 
wrote: "From then on, the ascent of the Matterhorn 
obsessed us. Carrel had the mountain on his brain; I 

The summit of the Ma tterhorn 
with the Zmutt Nose on the left 
and the Italian Ridge ,n the 
centre. The Furggen Ridge is on 
the nght. Photo : Bradford Washburn 
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e long history of climbing on one of 
. Translated by Angela Heppenstall 

thought of it by day and dreamt of it at night. It haunted 
me. " This is mountaineering at its most pure: the intense 
desire to succeed, to overcome physical and psychological 
barriers, It is in this light that these three pioneers, the first 
to feel the drive to climb the mountain, should be considered. 
Many attempts followed, but it is not within the scope of 
this article to chronicle all the events of the ensuing 
eight-year siege. So much had to happen before the 
evolution of an idea finally came to fruition with a victory 
which went to the man who had contributed most : 
Edward Whymper. 
Other climbers played their part. The Liverpool brothers, 
Charles, Alfred and Samuel Parker, were the first to attempt 
a guideless ascent, via the Hornli Ridge (1860); Professor 
John Tyndall, with F. Vaughan Hawkins and the Zermatt 
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Above: Climbers on the Hornli Ridge above the Solvay Hut. The North Face is on the right. Photo: Bradford Washburn 

guide Joseph Bennen, made two attempts (August 1860 
and July 1862), reaching the summit of Pie Tyndall, the 
south -west subsidiary summit. There was also the foolhardy 
attempt made by E. S. Kennedy, in January 1862. But the 
key personalities who undoubtedly made the greatest 
impact on the struggle of those years were Edward Whymper 
and Jean Antoine Carrel. Too much has already been said 
and written about their competition and co-operation; it is 
not very worthwhile to hunt for psychological motives in the 
actions of these two great mountaineers, the first to create 
rivalry on a big mountain. 
As is well known the victory went to Whymper, who was 
more advanced in his way of thought, and better prepared. 
But it was partly just coincidence, for a few days later the 
Italians, led by Carrel, reached the summit by the South
West Route. One important detail: when Whymper and his 
companions stood on the summit on 14 July 1865, they 
saw the Italian guides and called out to them (although not 
in a particularly gentlemanly fashion!). Because of this, the 
Italians turned back. They returned a few days later to prove 
that it was possible to make an ascent from their side, thus 
demonstrating that they, too, were perfectly equal to the 
situation, that they, too, had won the psychological battle 
against the mountain. Commenting on the event at the time, 
Felice Giordano pointed out that the Italians would have 
shown great nobility if they had continued to the top, 
merely to get there a few hours after the others; but only 
someone who has been involved in such a great adventure 
and has experienced the tensions and doubts, the fear of 
the unknown, can appreciate how in these circumstances 
such a blow to morale can, in an instant, paralyse the 
accumulated energies of years. 
The history of the conquest of the Matterhorn is in this 
respect a little out of the ordinary, for on the majority of 
mountains, and especially on the faces, there was a 
succession of teams who prepared the way for the stronger 
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ropes, and these in turn benefited from the experiences of 
their predecessors. On the Matterhorn, Whymper and Carrel 
were equals as far as experience was concerned; but on the 
Matterhorn, ·tactical games, strategies and alliances came 
into play too. Carrel cunningly tried to mislead Whymper, 
saying that he could not go with him as he had promised to 
take a distinguished family for a tour in the Aosta Valley. 
This 'distinguished family' consisted of Felice Giordano and 
his guides - a very well trained and distinguished team ! 
No sooner had Whymper heard of this ploy, and recovered 
from his obvious but momentary bewilderment, than he 
moved round to Zermatt, reasoning that the Italians would 
not then know when he left on his attempt. 
Today, a hundred years later, we can see that Whymper 
certainly deserved the victory, for his attitude was 
ultimately more 'sporting' than Carrel's. But in this respect 
we must bear in mind the very different social backgrounds 
of the two men. For Carrel, born and bred in a high Alpine 
valley, the concept of 'sport' did not exist; what mattered 
was the livelihood of himself and his family and the practical 
(not spiritual) necessity of making a name for himself, 
something he could not have done through a victory shared 
with Whymper. So the conquest of the Matterhorn ended 
with both contenders 'scarred' for life: Whymper by the 
disastrous accident during his descent, and Carrel by his 
failure to achieve his most cherished ambition . 
According to mountaineering tradition, a victory is always 
important and a failure forgettable, unless it happens to 
enhance the stature of the victor. But to my mind strict 
adherence to this concept of 'success' does not give a true 
perspective of the history of mountaineering, which after all 
consists of a continuous development of interrelated ideas 
and actions, rather than just a catalogue of single events 
some of which emerge as victories. For this reason, then, my 
brief account of the Matterhorn will also emphasize some of 
the more significant and daring attempts. 



Other climbs after the Hornli and Italian Ridge 
ascents. 
The Matterhorn (14,689ft.) is an enormous pyramid with 
four faces, at the top of the Furggen, Matterhorn and Tiefen 
glaciers. The limits of these four great faces are set by the 
North-East Ridge (Hornli), the North-West Ridge (Zmutt) , 
the South-West Ridge (Leone or Italian) and the South
East Ridge (Furggen). About 1,000ft. below the summit, a 
ledge broken only on the north side forms the base for the 
summit pyramid . At this level there are shoulders on the 
Italian and Furggen ridges: Pie Tyndall and the Furggen 
?houlder, respectively. The faces are all uniformly triangular 
in shape, except for the South Face which is cut by three 
spu_rs: from west_to east, these are the De Amicis Ridge 
which ends on Pie Tyndall, the Deffeyes Ridge which ends 
on the cleft between Pie Tyndall and the summit cone, and 
the Picco Muzio Arete. Picco Muzio is a detached summit 
linked to the Furggen Shoulder by a narrow but easy ridge. 
Another anomaly is the North-West Face, wedged between 
the plinth of the Zmutt Ridge and the North Face. 

Once the spell was broken, Matterhorn mania exploded, 
just as Garret had foreseen. Three years after the first 
ascent, the Irish physicist John Tyndall closed his encounter 
with the mountain with the first traverse of the Italian and 
Hornli ridges. He was accompanied by Joseph and J. Pierre 
Macquignaz. In 1871, despite strong competition from the 
ubiquitous Miss Brevoort, Lucy Walker became the first 
woman to climb the mountain; she ascended the Hornli 
Ridge, with her brother Francis, Frederick Garner and the 
guide Melchior Anderegg. 
Next on the scene was Albert Frederick Mummery. That 
mountaineering purist, Hermann Buhl, after his ascent of 
Nanga Parbat, wrote: "Mummery - he should be my first 
yardstick ... I can stand in front of him, look him in the eye 
and fairly say that I didn't succeed on Nanga Parbat 
through using modern techniques, but through what he 
would have wanted - 'fair means' ". Mummery, who at 
fifteen began his climbing career where others finished, with 
an ascent of the Matterhorn; Alexander Burgener, the guide 
for whom 'too difficult' did not exist; Ferdinand lmseng, 
from Vallese, a pushy guide of English climbers, among 
them William Penhall: these four were the stars of 1879. 
The problem: to open up a new route which, following the 
concepts that Mummery later put forward so clearly, 
should be logically and aesthetically valid. 
On September I, Penhall set off, guided by lmseng with 
Ludwig Zurbrucken. They got as far as the second tooth on 
the Zmutt Ridge, where they turned back thinking that the 
next stretch was insuperable. They planned instead to cross 
a couloir (later named after Penhall) and complete the 
ascent by the West Face. But bad weather drove them back. 
They returned two days later, to find Mummery, Burgener, 
Petrus and Gentinetta attempting to climb the ridge ahead of 
them. Mummery reached the summit first, followed shortly 
afterwards by lmseng's party who had converged on the 
Mummery route by their more direct line up the West Face. 
So it was that both the Zmutt Ridge and the West Face fell 
on the same day and, for perhaps the first time, ascents had 
been made with purely mountaineering motives, 
uncomplicated by issues of patriotism or utilitarianism. It 
seems even better that the routes have not since been 
draped with fixed ropes; to me, these ascents were the most 
impressive of the century. 
A year later, Mummery and Burgener brought off a really 
sensational coup: the ascent of the obscure and highly 
dangerous couloir on the north side of the Col du Leone, 
followed by a descent to Breuil. This little-known enterprise 
to me represents the beginnings of modern alpinism, the 
search for pure technical difficulty, rather than a slavish 
desire for a summit. 
The first winter ascent of the Matterhorn took place on 17 /18 
March 1882, when Vittorio Sella, with Jean Anthoine 
Carrel, J. Baptiste Carrel and Louis Carrel, ascended by 
the Italian Ridge and descended by the Hornli. It was not 
an original idea: T. S. Kennedy, with his guides P. Hans 
Perren and Peter Taugwalder Snr, had already attempted it in 
January 1862. This early attempt was important because it 
was only the fourth major winter project in the Alps, 
following the winter ascents of the Col de Strahlegg (Hugi, 

1832), the Dachstein (Simony, 1847) and the Klein 
Glockner ( Francisci, 1853) . The attempt on the Matterhorn, 
though, was an altogether bigger undertaking then these 
others, a truly grand and idealistic project. 
The _Hornli ~idge had its first winter ascent in 1894, by 
C. Simon with Burgener and the brothers Pollinger. Four 
years later it was soloed by Wilhelm Paulke; in 1906 Hans 
Pfann soloed the Zmutt Ridge for the first time. 
The most difficult and most direct of the ridges was 
naturally the last to fall. Yet, for a long time, the Furggen 
Ridge was, as Rene Dittert said, "the secret ambition of the 
bravest of the great climbers of the epoch". 

First on the scene again was Mummery, taking the 
initiative in realizing the possibility of a great ascent. This 
was in 1880; he was accompanied by Burgener and Venetz. 
They failed on this project, but went on to conquer the 
Grepon two years later. They were followed on the Furggen 
by the poet Guido Rey, with Anthoine and Ame 
Macquignaz. The party reached the shoulder from which 
Mummery had retreated. They hoped to climb the final 
section with the aid of a 300ft. rope which Daniel 
Macquignaz had previously fixed in the region of the 
summit, but their plan was thwarted: the overhang was 
such that the rope hung uselessly in the void. Three days 
later, they went to the summit via the Italian Ridge, 
lowered a rope ladder, went down it over the overhang and 
then reclimbed it. This had nothing to do with 
mountaineering: even without a written code, rules are rules. 

Then, in 1905, came an attempt by Geoffrey Winthrop 
Young, Valentine Ryan and Franz and Joseph Lochmatter. 
This team had already done some of the hardest routes in 
the Western Alps, which made their subsequent failure a 
surprising setback. 

Finally, in 1911, Mario Piacenza, Jean Joseph Carrel and 
Giuseppe Gaspard forced a way through by turning the 
overhang with an obvious deviation to the left. They used 
techniques which, though astronomically far removed from 
modern artificial techniques, were new developments at the 
time: triple human pyramids, rope lassoes, and pegs (a foot 
long and weighing ½kg.). But what really brought the 
project to fruition was Piacenza's patient study of the 
possibilities through repeated careful explorations. The 
diff!cul~ies of the route reach 4 sup., and it has a logic 
which in these days of pegs and nuts and direct ascents is 
often overlooked. The turning of the overhangs by a route 
through the complicated labyrinth of rocks on the South 
Face must be regarded as a greater achievement than the 
subsequent direct route. Winthrop Young wrote: "Having 
seen what we have seen, it is now even more amazing that 
a team should be engaged on this route than that its 
members should have the good fortune to arrive on the 
summit itself". 
In July 1929, Fritz Hermann made a solo ascent of lmseng's 
route on the West Face, an achievement overshadowed by 
Pfann's 1906 success on the Zmutt Ridge. 

Attempts on the North Face 
Next to receive attention was the North Face. In 1923, with 
the ascents of the North Face of the Furchetta, the 
North-West Face of the Civetta and the North Face of the 
Pelmo still unmade, two Viennese, Alfred Horechowsky 
and Franz Piekielko, made a bold attempt on the North Face 
of the Matterhorn, a face that for those days was truly 
terrifying. They reached a point 1,600ft, from the summit, 
where they were driven off to the Solvay Hut by vicious 
stonefall. They had virtually overcome the main difficulties 
and had climbed more than half the face. It was a great 
and even futuristic attempt, for the myth of the 'three great 
North Faces' had yet to grow up. 

In August 1928, there was a highly illogical attempt by 
Kaspar Mooser and Victor Imboden, who took a line 
starting directly below the summit, some distance to the 
right of the more logical Viennese line. Having climbed only 
700ft, the pair bivouacked below what was later to become 
Bonatti's 'Traverse of the Angels' and then retreated in the 
face of bad weather and the greater difficulties above. 

Success was finally achieved on 31 July 1931, by Toni and 
Franz Schmid, who made a brilliant and historic ascent. But 
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Below: Franz and Toni Schmid. Above: Looking up the North Face from the steep, initial icefield. Photo: John Cleare 
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the lure of the North Face lingered on : even today, climbers 
from all over the world make the pilgrimage to climb it. 

Where did this myth, this lure of the North Face spring up? 
Not as a result of competitiveness, I feel, because 
effectively there was no competition. But aesthetically the 
face is the most beautiful on the Matterhorn, itself the 
most beautiful of mountains - hence the lure of the 'summit' 
in 1865. It has been asked whether a climber who has 
ascended the North Face could still feel the urge to 
continue to the summit of the Matterhorn. Certainly he 
could, but he would be far from feeling the same over
whelming urge that drove the ordinary client to hire 
himself a guide and set out on what was, for him, a 
terribly exhausting and frightening climb to the top. For in 
the late 'twenties the lure of the summit was replaced by 
the lure of the face. This same evolutionary trend, which had 
already taken place in the smaller mountains (the Dolomites 
in particular) , finally reached the Matterhorn, too: the face, ' 
not the peak, became the magnet. The Matterhorn's 
apparent tardiness in following the trend can be ascribed 
simply to the greater attractiveness of its superbly beautiful 
summit. 

Meanw~ile, on the South Face, two Italians had thought of 
attempting a route at almost the same time. The South Face 
is dangerous but, as it is furrowed by many deep gullies, 
the stonefall can be avoided more easily than on, say, the 
North Face, by keeping to the spurs. Amilcare Cretier's solo 
attempt on 9 August 1931 was, by his own admission no 
more than a reconnaissance, and he turned back at 4000m. 

Above right: The difficult mixed terrain higher up the North Fa ce. Photo: Walter Bonatti 

But on 15 October 1931 , Enzo Benedetti , Luigi Carrel 
(nicknamed 'The Carrellino ') and Maurizio Bich climbed the 
face brilliantly, by a direct and logical route. Excluding 
winter ascents, this route has had only two repetitions, which 
shows again how the superior challenge of the North Face 
eclipses that of its lesser companions. But this magnificent 
route deserves a revaluation, despite the fact that it can 
only be tackled in cold weather if stonefall is to be avoided. 
On the first ascent the climbers used only five pegs, even 
though the difficulties on the rock face below the summit 
pyramid are sustained grade 4 - and were tackled in 
nailed boots! 

The uniformity of the East Face makes it extremely 
dangerous. It was the last face to be attempted. The first 
3,000ft. , gentle snow slopes with innumerable stonefall 
furrows, must be climbed by night. Above is the summit 
pyramid, 1,000ft. of friable, vertical rock. 'The Carrellino ', 
who was well on the way to becoming the greatest guide 
ever to work on the Matterhorn, led the successful ascent 
on 18/19 September 1932. With him were his Milanese 
clients, Enzo Benedetti and Giuseppe Mazzetti, and three 
other guides, Maurizio Bich, Luciano Carrel and Antonio 
Gaspard. The final rock face presented continuous 
difficulties of grade 4 and 5, making this a harder route than 
any of the existing ones. 

Some Other First Ascents 
In 1905, Ettore Canzio, Giuseppe and Giovan ' Battista 
Gugliermina and Giuseppe Lampugnani set off to attempt a 
guideless ascent of the mountain. They chose the ridge 

which runs down from Pie Tyndall southwards to the 
moraine, but abandoned their attempt on the first shoulder. 
Then , on 11 August 1906, Ugo de Amicis and Arrigo Frusta 
attacked the same route, which was subsequently named 
the Cresta De Amic is ; the pair climbed to the second shoulder, 
just below the summit cone of Pie Tyndall , where they cut 
off leftwards along the Cravat, thus reaching the Italian 
Ridge. They continued the attempt a few days later, climbing 
to the Italian Ridge via the Cravat and then going on to the 
summits of Pie Tyndall and the Matterhorn . The direct 
ascent of the Cresta De Amicis was not completed until 1933. 
It was to be the final climb for Amilcare Cretier, Basilio 
Ollietti and Antonio Gaspard. The climbers reached the 
summit of Pie Tyndall , but fell to their deaths during th e 
descent of the lta lian Ridge. 

As the first guideless ascent, this undertaking merits a 
certain importance. The route is certainly safer than the 
normal ascent on the Italian side, because it follows a spu r 
for the lower section and so avoids the couloir of the normal 
route. Indeed, I would recommend it to any competent 
party who wanted to climb the mountain by a safer route ; 
it is repeated fairly frequently. The only effective difficulties 
are those in the final section , which can be avoided by a 
deviation along the Cravat. 

Shortly after the turn of the century, therefore, the mountain 
had had a first ascent, a first winter ascent and a first solo 
ascent; the next logical step, a first solo winter ascent, was 
brilliantly provided by Giusto Gervasutti in the three days 
over Christmas 1936. It was a fine concluding chapter to 
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Bottom left: The South Face: 1. The Italian Ridge ( 1865); 2. Cresta De Amicis ( 1906-1933); 2a. Cavazzani/ Carrel Direct Start ( 1936); 3. 
Deffeyes/ Carrel route (1942) ; 4. The South Face - Benedetti/ Carrel route (1931) ; 4a. Ottin / Daguin variant (1962) ; Picco Muzio - Muzio / Carrel 
route (1953) ; 6 . Lanfranconi/Zucchi route (1965) ; 6a. (not marked) Picco Muzio - South East Pillar (1970) ; 7. Furggen Ridge - Piacenza route 
(1911); 7a. Benedetti/ Carrel variant (1930) ; 7b. Bignami/ Bonatti variant (1953) ; 7c. Perino / Carrel Direct Finish ( 1942) ; 8. The East Face (1932) , 
Above: The East and North Faces: 9. The Horn Ii Ridge (1865); 10. The North Face - Schmid route ( 1931 ); 11 . The Czech route (1972) line 
unknown; 12. The Bonatti route (1965) ; 13. The Zmutt Nose (1969) ; Top left: The West Face: 14. The Zmutt Ridge (1879) ; 15. Penha/1/ lmseng 
route (1879) ; 16. The West Face Direct - Ottin/ Daguin route ( 1962); 17. Carrel/ Taddei route (1947) ; 18. Cretier/ Pession route ( 1931); 20. Colle 
def Leone - Mummery/ Burgener route ( 1880); ....... Traverse of Summit Tower (1941) . Photos: Bradford Washburn 
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Notable ascents on the Matterhorn 
Name Date Personnel 

The Htirnli Ridge 1865 Edward \Nhymper, Charles Hudson, Douglas Hadow, 
Lord Francis Douglas, Michel Croz, P. and P. 
Taugwalder 

1868 Hiirnli / ltalian Traverse : John Tyndall and party 
1871 1st female ascent : Lucy Walker and party 
1882 1st winter ascent : Charles Simon, Alexander 

Burgener, Aloys and J . Polinger. 
1898 1st solo ascent : Wilhelm Pau lcke 

The Italian Ridge 1865 Jean Antoine Carrel, Jean Baptiste Bich, Ame Garret 
(Cresta Leone) and Jean Augustin Meynet 

1882 1st winter ascent: Vittorio Sella, Jean Antoin e Carrel 
and party 

1936 1st solo ascent (in winter) : Giusto Gervasutti 

The Zmutt Ridge 1879 Albert Frederick Mummery, Alexander Burgener, 
Joharrn Petrus and Augustin Gent inetta 

1906 1st solo ascent : Hans Pfann 
1948 1st winter ascent : Henri Masson and Edmund Petri g 

The West Face 1879 Wil liam Penhall, Ferdinand lmseng and Ludwig 
Zurbrucken (via Penhall Couloir) 

1929 1st solo ascent : Fritz Hermann 
1931 Variant to Colle del Leone : Amilcare Cretier 

and Leonardo Pession 
1947 Indirect right -hand route : Carlo Taddei and 

Luigi Carrel 
1949 1st winter ascent : Jean Fuchs and Raymond Monney 
1962 1st direct ascent : Renato Daguin and Gianni Ottin 

Colle del Leone 1880 Albert Frederick Mummery and A lexander Burgener 

Furggen Ridge 1911 Mario Piacenza, Jean Joseph Carrel , Giuseppe 
Gaspard 

1941 1st direct ascent: Alfredo Perino, Luigi Carrel 
and Giacomo Chiara 

1944 1st female ascent (Piacenza) : Loulou Boulaz and 
party; (Perino) Anna Pell issier and party (1947) 

1953 1st winter ascent with super-direct finish : 
Roberto Bignami and Walter Bonatti 

The North Face 1931 Franz and Ton i Schmid 
1959 1st solo ascent: Dieter Marchart 
1962 1st winter ascent: Hilti von All men and Paul Etter 
1963 1st female ascent: Yvette Vaucher and party 
1965 1st winter solo ascent by new route : Wa lter Bonatti 
1972 Direct variant: V. Prokes, B. Kadleik, L. Horka and 

Z. Drl ik 

The South Face 1931 Enzo Benedetti, Luigi Carrel and Maurizio Bich 
1971 1st winter ascent: Arturo and Oreste Squinoba l, 

Ettore Bich and lnnocenzo Menabraez 

The East Face 1932 Enzo Benedetti, Giuseppe Mazzotti, Mauriz;o Bich, 
Luigi and Luc iano Carrel and Antonio Gaspard 

1959 1st winter ascent : Stanislaw Biel and Jan Nostowsky 

Cresta De Amicis 1933 Amilcare Cretier, Antonio Gaspard, Basilio Ollietti 
1964 1st winter ascent: Luciano Ratio and Gianni Ottin 

Summit Traverse 1941 Alberto Deffeyes, L. Macquignaz and Luigi Carrel 

Cresta Deffeyes 1942 Alberto Deffeyes and Luigi Carrel 

Picco Muzio: S. Face 1953 ltalo Muzio, Lu igi Carrel and Luig i Macquignaz 

Picco Muzio: East Face 1965 Giuseppe Lanfranconi and Annibale Zucchi 

The Zmutt Nose 

Picco Muzio : 
South East Pillar 

1969 Leo Cerruti and Alessandro Gogna 
1974 1st winter ascent : Edgar Oberson and Thomas Gross 

1970 Guido Machetto, Leo Cerruti, Gianni Calcagno and 
Carmelo Di Pietro 

seventy-one years of climbing on the Italian Ridge. After 
that, what next? Why, a winter nocturnal ascent; this fell to 
Achille Compagnoni and Modesto Patrolini on 15/ 16 
December 1949. All that remains to be done now is a solo 
winter nocturnal ascent to match that of Cesare Maestri on 
the North Ridge of the Crozzon di Brenta . 
Among other oddities and first ascents of lesser importance 
ca me the circuit of the summit pyramid (Deffeyes, Carrel 
and Macquignaz in September 1941 ), the first female ascent 
of the Cresta De Amicis (Eliora Garrotti , L. Carrel and G. Bich 
in August 1942) and a route of little logical value which 
takes a long rib on the South Face parallel to the Cresta 
De Amicis and finishes on the Enjambee (Deffeyes and Carrel , 
1942). The last route is marred by bad rock and has never 
been repeated. 
On 29 October 1942, Luigi Carrel achieved another major 
breakthrough. Climbing with Giacomo Chiara and his client, 
A. Perrino, he put up the Direct Route on the Furggen Ridge, 
using forty-three pegs to get up the overhangs. A variation, 
yes, but once again it had needed a Carrel to advance the 
level of technical skill on the Matterhorn . It is said that 
during this climb, while stones of all shapes and sizes 
whizzed past his trembling companions, he called out : " Why 
worry? Why should the stones hit us when they have so 
much space to pass by?" 
Soon after this the Furggen received its first female ascents : 
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the Piacenza Route was climbed by Loulou Boulaz, with 
Pierre Bonant, in August 1944, and the Direct Route by 
Anna Pelissier, with C. and A. Pelissier, in 1947. 
The lmseng / Penhall Route on the West Face was far from 
direct by modern standards, so the hunt for a direct route 
here became one of the outstanding problems. It was first 
tackled by Cretier and Leonardo Pession on 24/ 25 July 
1931 : they followed the Penhall Couloir and then made an 
epic rightwards traverse in the teeth of a storm, eventually 
reaching the Italian Ridge at a height of 12,300ft. In 1947, 
Luigi Carrel and Carlo Taddei made the second attempt. They 
followed the Penhall couloir and the Cretier Route at first, 
and then continued direct, using a few pegs. After ninety 
hours on this highly dangerous face, amid almost continual 
stonefall, they emerged on the Enjambee, but still there was 
no direct route on the face! It is very strongly advised that 
their route should not be repeated. It may be regarded as 
being of only historic significance. 
The West Face, however, was the first to be climbed in 
winter conditions. On 16/ 18 April 1949, Raymond Manney 
and Jean Fuchs followed the lmseng Route all the way. If 
you think that April is outside the winter period, I suggest 
you think just how repulsive the Tiefenmatten Slabs would 
be at that time of year! The winter ascent of the Zmutt 
Ridge had been done for the first time a year earlier by 
Henri Masson and Edmund Petrig . 
Of course the ridge which remained inviolate in winter for 
longest was the Furggen, though again it was not for lack of 
attempts! On 22 Feb 1932, three exceptional climbers, 
Giusto Gervasutti , Guido Derege and Gabriele Boccalatte, 
ascended to the Mummery Ledge, where they traversed off. 
They spent the night at the Solvay Hut and continued up the 
Hornli Ridge the next day. Boccalatte returned in 1938, this 
time approaching by the Hornli Ridge and the Solvay Hut. 
He was turned back by strong winds. In 1948, Manney and 
Fuchs took up the enterprise. From the Hornli Ridge, at the 
level of the Mummery Ledge, they traversed on to the 
Furggen shoulder, and from there took the line of Carrel's 
Direct Route to the summit. It was a logical sequence, as 
there must have been much more snow on the Piacenza 
Route. Even so, the ridge still awaited a true winter ascent -
a deficiency that was remedied by the young Walter 
Bonatti . On 20/ 21 March 1953, Bonatti and Robert Bignami 
made a complete winter ascent of the Furggen Ridge and 
included, almost by accident, a new super-direct variation -
a true Bonatti touch . With Bonatti's contribution , the cycle of 
development on this ridge was complete: Piacenza's 
explorations and deviations, Carrel 's direct confrontation of 
the problems, Bonatti 's super-direct route. Bonatti had made 
a real step forward - in winter, too. Yet in a way it was 
illogical, and the illogicality was to be repeated in Bonatti's 
subsequent splendid performance on the North Face. 
The East Face was the second to fall in winter. It was 
climbed by Poles Stanislav Biel and Jan Nostowsky, in 
April 1959. Although a noteworthy achievement, it really 
added little that was new to the development of climbing on 
the Matterhorn, for Bonatti 's winter ascent of the Furggen 
six years earlier had overcome much greater difficulties. 
Indeed, the East Face is the least climbed of all the faces ; 
the great snow slope is capped by a final triangle of rock, 
making the line both discontinuous and illogical, as well as 
highly dangerous. 
On 22 July 1959, Dieter Marchart soloed the North Face, 
creating a tremendous impression on the climbing world . 
The first of the three last great problems of the Alps had 
fallen to a solo ascent! Another taboo fell and the race to 
solo the Eiger was born . Once again the Matterhorn had 
provided the stage for a grandiose event, comparable only 
with Buhl 's solo ascent of the Cassin Route on the Piz 
Badile, Maestri 's solo ascent of the Solda Route on the ,... 
Marmolata, and a handful of others . 
After the Whymper/Carrel rivalry there had been no further 
competition on the Matterhorn, or at least none to match 
that taking place on the Eiger or the Grandes Jorasses -
until the winter of 1961 /62, when the first winter ascent of 
the North Face became a prize to be sought. The increasing 
interest shown in mountaineering by the press and television 
was bound to create a real contest, with winners and losers. 
On top of this, the extreme iciness of the North Face does 



Above: Walter Bonatti bivouacking on the North Face during the first attempt on the new route he was later to solo Photo: Gigi Panei 

not favour co -operation between ropes. Although none of 
this detracted from the grandeur of the enterprise, it did raise 
some questions about the true values of mountaineering. 
The account which follows summarizes the train of events. 
In March 1961 , Bonatti and Giuseppe Catellino climbed the 
first 1,300ft. of ice. Catellino was overcome by fatigue and 
they went down . A few days later, Romano Merendi , 
Vasco Taldo and two others failed, apparently for 
psychological reasons, to pass Bonatti 's highest point. 
Aga in Bonatti had brought in a new dimension to extreme 
mountaineering, although in this case he was matched by 
Hiebeler's party who were tackling the Eiger North Face at 
the same time . 
By the end of the year, the battle to climb the North Face of 
the Matterhorn in winter was well and truly unleashed - and 
some battle it turned out to be ! 
In December 1961 , the Swiss climbers Hilti van Allmen 
and Paul Etter reached a height of 11 ,200ft. In early 
January, Pierre Mazeaud, Erich Krempke, Toni Hiebeler and 
Toni Kinshofer reached a height of 12,800ft., and descended 
by the Hornli Ridge in a storm . 
When , on January 20, three other climbers set off to attack 
the face, press and tourists in Zermatt became anxious for 
their safety. The three climbers were Adolf and Franz Huber 
and Hubert Sedlmayer, and they were far from being well 
equipped. They carried no padded clothing and no radio. 
Even so they made a bold bid, reaching a point less than 
1,000ft. from the top before a storm forced them to retreat 
to the Solvay Hut. Only on January 25 did they find their 
way down, painfully, with the beginnings of frostbite . 
Towards the end of January, Etter and van Allmen draped 
the initial part of the climb with fixed ropes. Then, on 
February 2, the Hornli Hut was the scene of one of the most 
extraordinary dialogues between climbers as they discussed 
the order of attack by the different parties on grounds of 
precedence. 
First were to be the two Swiss, who had already made one 
serious attempt and started to prepare the ground; next, the 
two Austrians, Erick Krempke and Leo Schlommer; finally the 
Germans, Peter Siegert, Rainer Kauschke and Werner Bittner. 
Evidently there was a resolution to avoid collaboration, 
except for what van Allmen called "defensive alliances". 
Hiebeler had decided to clear off altogether. Was he right? 
On February 3, they all set off. Etter and van Allmen reached 
the summit the next day, and the others got there on the 8th. 
Subsequently the winter ascent of the North Face has 

become as much a classic as the summer one, and has been 
repeated by climbers from all over the world . 

The direttissima on the North Face had never been 
recognized as a last great problem, perhaps because it was 
even more futuristic than climbers' fantasies . In fact, it was 
Bonatti , the greatest of all climbers, who thought of it. He 
wanted to climb the face in winter; also he wanted to 
celebrate the Matterhorn centenary year. He had arranged a 
trip to North America for the summer: he felt he had to do 
his climb that winter. It was also meant to be his farewell to 
climbing : it had to be something really big . 
The only drawback was the lack of logic inherent in 
attempting a new route for the first time in winter. But that 
was what made it so impressive - for which is more noble, 
a man eating an apple in one mouthful, or a mouse eating it 
in three? It is difficult to explain what I feel about this 
ascent ; to climb the Grandes Jorasses or the North Face of 
the Pilier d'Angle in winter would have been a thousand 
times better. But Bonatti had already soloed the Dru, had 
already proved that he was the everlasting exception . 
Perhaps he was right ; perhaps he was the mouse who eats 
the apple in only one mouthful. 
His chosen companions were Alberto Tassotti and Gigi 
Panei. On February 10 they started up the line previously 
attempted by Imboden and Mooser. After four days, 
appallingly bad weather turned them back. Bonatti stayed on 
alone in Zermatt and a fantastic idea took shape in his 
mind - to climb the route solo ! But even if, as he tells us 
in his book, his decision was influenced by the antics of 
the press (who were already proclaiming a sensational 
failure) and by the fear that someone else might succeed on 
'his' route, by far the most important feature of the project 
was that it demonstrated the combination of imagination 
and technical skill that put Bonatti far out of the ordinary. 

On February 19 the trial of strength began: the tremendous 
will-power of a single man pitted against a terrible 
mountain, in the worst possible conditions. Bonatti 
describes how he set off secretly with a few friends, as 
though going on a skiing excursion ; it was hard, too, to 
make himself say good-bye, when the time came for them to 
turn back; but he notes that as soon as he started climbing, 
he forgot everything, friends, tiredness and hunger, in his 
increasing commitment to the climb. On February 23 he 
emerged victorious on the summit, having actually climbed 
the face twice in ascent and once in descent because of his 
protection technique. 
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Above: Leo Cerruti in action during the first ascent of the Zmutt Nose. 
Photo: Alessandro Gogna 

A hundred years after Whymper, Yvette Vaucher became the 
first woman to climb the North Face, making the ascent with 
her husband and Othmal Kronig, on July 25, 1963. Another 
attempt, just prior to the Vauchers', is also worthy of note: 
Nadja Fadiga, in the company of Ante Mahkota, reached the 
height of the shoulder before retreating to the Hornli Ridge. 
Not all the first ascents on the Matterhorn were dramatic or 
spectacular; as with any popular mountain, there are a 
number of routes which seem to be no more than gap-fillers 
or pieces of spadework. Some of these have already been 
described; later efforts include the ascent of Picco Muzio, 
on September 3/4, 1953, by ltalo Muzio, L. Carrel and L. 
Macquignaz; the completion of the West Face Route on 
August 13, 1962, by Giovanni Ottin and Renato Daguin, 
who followed Carrel's route in the lower section and then 
took the final triangular face direct; the winter ascent of the 
d'Amicis Ridge, on February 9, 1964, also by Ottin with 
Luciano Ratto; and finally the South-East Face of Picco 
Muzio, a route which was poorly recorded by the first 
ascensionists, Annibale Zucchi and Giuseppe Lanfranconi, 
and for which few details are available, although it seems 
likely that the initial gully would be quite dangerous. 
There was at least one outstanding problem of importance, 
the North-North-West Face, or Zmutt Nose. This had 
remained forgotten really for two reasons: firstly, its absolute 
verticality, interrupted only by overhangs, which put it 
outside the scope of the times until at least 1958 (the year 
of the Brandler/Hasse ascent on the Cima Grande); and 
secondly, the fact that the face is not seen clearly from any 
centre of habitation. Yet the time was ripe for some great 
culminating event which would sum up the advances made 
in such spectacular modern ascents as those of the huge 
overhanging Dolomite faces, the steep ice faces (such as 
the North Face of the Droites) and the last great granite faces 
of the Mt Blanc range. What better than the Zmutt Nose? 
The 3,800ft. North-North-West Face of the Matterhorn is 
made up of three sections: 1,300ft. of mixed climbing at an 
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angle of 70°, then 2,200ft. of vertical and overhanging 
rock, and finally 300ft. of easy climbing along the ridge. 
In August 1968, Gianni Calcagno and I climbed up to the 
base of the vertical face, but after three days of persistent 
storm we exited on to the Zmutt Ridge. In October that 
year there was a not very serious but much publicized 
attempt by Mirko Minuzzo (the first Italian to climb 
Everest), Enrico Mauro, Livio Patrile and R. Albertini . In 
twelve days they covered only 1,000ft. 
In July, the next year, I returned, this time with Leo Cerruti . 
We reached the top on our fourth day of climbing, after 
a marvellous though difficult climb. Technically it was 
comparable to the Brandler/Hasse, with the added 
difficulties of its greater altitude and isolation, and the 
initial mixed section. Without doubt it was my hardest 'first 
ascent', requiring all the latest techniques - knotted slings 
jammed in the cracks, a number of rurps, and the largest 
bongs - but no bolts or fixed ropes . 
The last few years have seen further activity. On July 14, 
1970, Guido Machetto, Leo Cerruti, Gianni Calcagno and 
Carmelo Di Pietro climbed the South-East Pillar of Picco 
Muzio, a route which is technically interesting because it 
offers a safe climb on sound rock with a high standard of 
difficulty. The four climbers bivouacked on the summit 
and then abseiled back down the route in the face of 
stormy weather. 
The South Face was climbed in winter in 1971 ; once again 
there was a race which, although it did not have the interest 
or journalistic background of the one on the North Face, still 
had its spectacular attractions. All that was needed was for 
the protagonists to come to blows, armed with their ice -axes. 
On December 19, 1971 , Gianni and Antonio Rusconi and 
Giuliano Tessari started to rig the first part of the face with 
fixed ropes. On 20 December they were followed by another 
pair of brothers, Arturo and Oreste Squinobal, accompanied 
by Giuseppe Cheney and Rolando Albertini ; all four were 
guides. There was no co-operation between the two teams 
and, as the weather was bad the next day, there was a 
general retreat to the valley. 
On December 22, the Squinobals, again with Cheney and 
Albertini, tried once more. They were hotly pursued by three 
more guides, Bich, Herin and Menabraez, who bivouacked 
at the end of the day only 300ft. below the first team. On 
the following day, having reached the ledge below the 
summit pyramid, Cheney and Albertini retired from the 
competition and went off on to the Enjambee. The others 
continued-. 200ft. below the summit, the Bich/Herin/ 
Menabraez team realized that they were losing ground; 
Herin nobly untied and descended solo to the ledge, while 
his companions climbed on. Three minutes after the first 
Squinobal reached the top, Bich arrived, followed by the 
second Squinobal and finally by Menabraez. Nothing like 
this had ever been seen before, and in fact it was stranger 
still since none of these climbers had initiated the 
proceedings: the first attempt at a winter ascent of the 
South Face had been made in March 1970 by Calcagno 
and Cerruti, who were driven back by bad weather. 
The most recent new climb on the Matterhorn was done in 
August 1972 by a Czech team, V. Prokes, B. Kadlcik, 
L. Horka and Z. Drlik. They opened a new line on the North 
Face, but it is a route whose difficulties are no greater than 
those of the Bonatti Route; it is also pretty illogical, as it 
joins the Schmid Route in the upper part. 
The final chapter of this long saga of Matterhorn climbing 
started in February 1973. A team consisting of Rene Mayor, 
Raymond Joris, Robert Allenbach, Edgar Oberson and Jean 
and Daniel Troillet made two attempts to climb the Zmutt 
Nose in winter. Oberson and Thomas Gross completed this 
outstanding project a few months ago, with a superb climb. 
And what of the future? Who will climb the direttissima on 
the Zmutt Nose? There lies the future of the Matterhorn. 
Then bolts and fixed ropes will come to be used and then, 
surely, the history of the Matterhorn will be truly finished. 
SUMMARY 
Pennine Alps, The Matterhorn. A critical survey of the significance of the dense 
network of routes on the mountain. Useful Bibliography : Scrambles Amongst The Alps 
by Edward Whymper ; Cervino 1865-1965 by Mario Fantin (Tamari - Bologna, 1965) 
- an exhaustive factual record of ascents on the mountain; Men and The Matterhorn 
by Gaston Rebuffat (Kaye and Ward, London c 1968 and 1974) ; The Matterhorn 
by Guido Rey (Blackwell, Oxford, 1946). 



The Lesser Inquisitor 
by John Bear 

Private vices have always been acceptable, public ones 
almost never. Screaming in public is very much a vice these 
days. The more so when, as is usual, one must scream the 
intuitively obvious. Granted, it's easy to put a screamer 
down. Cries of " Boring! Boring!! " will do. It's a bigger 
vice to be boring than to scream, even. 
But you reach an age when people begin to wonder what 
you ' ll be like when you 're really old and not just pretending. 
You realize that only the good die young, not because the 
young are good but rather because death is the only 
salvation from hypocrisy. If it gets 'em young enough. Well , 
it hasn't got me yet, but hypocrisy is getting me fast. 
And I feel the need to scream. In public. Rest assured, if it 
didn't seem intuitively obvious, I wouldn't be screaming . 
But there really are occasions when one must look the 
world in the eye and shout "Bullshit! " As war to 
diplomacy, it's laughter carried on by other means. 

* * * * * 
Dave Cook recently made a remark to the effect that 
climbing comes equipped with a "Golden Age" which is 
fairly consistently taken to end a year or two after the 
raconteur started climbing . I don't know whether I started 
climbing in the Golden Age, but I do know that I had 
nothing to do with it. It's worth pointing out that this 
article doesn't either. 
What it's about is climbing as education. To use the name the 
stuff is sold under. It's damned under the heading of 
character building, rather as predestination survives 
primarily for the use of others in making Calvinists squ!rm. 
It's glorified as adventure education, though to my notion 
of the intuitively obvious this last is misled, or even 
misleading. In common with genuinely academic pursuits, 
educational mountaineering generates occasional meetings 
and annual reams of screed. Some of this verbiage seems 
calculated to keep folks aware that good men are waiting 
in the wings when the nation calls for a supremo for 
mountaineering education. All of it lends an air of 
respectability and seriousness. At the very least a degree of 
permanence is assumed and expansion taken as likely. 
Solemn words there are and these be they, that even this 
shall pass away (Bugs Bergland, and Christ knows who he 
got it from) . The advocates, of course, take the whole 
business as good. They set about generating qualification 
schemes, which, as is only natural for the brainchildren of 
bureaucrats, will tend to expand and engulf, until they 
demand the certification of those already qualified. (That's 
the paranoia dispensed with.) Objection is humorous or at 
best rueful. Everyone seems to accept educational 
mountaineering as a valid entity. 
So, here's the scream: CLIMBING SHOULD HAVE 
ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO DO WITH EDUCATION. 
Absolutely nothing. Education is not what climbing is 
about. The sooner the two are dissociated the better off 
climbing will be. That's what this rant is all about. The 
jerking prose and speckled quotes are only thrown in to 
make it read like a climbing article should . That's the big 
message, the grand assumption challenged, the " Bullshit" 
shouted. 
But then anyone would agree with that, even if they didn 't 
agree with me. Personal notions of the intuitively obvious 
motivate and retard climbers, critics, comics, and cynics. 
And most notably cranks of all description. 
So I'd best elaborate. 
For a start, how much good teaching have you had? How 
close did " music education" come to putting you off good 
music for ever? Did it succeed? How about the Scouts? 
It was about seven years after I'd done my hitch in the 
Scouts that I realized camping could be fun . In teaching, 

as in all human endeavour, ability is distinguished by rarity. 
How many good teachers have you had? Indeed, how many 
apt pupils do you know? Though we all be players, we all 
teach and learn as well. It's just never that clear-cut. 
Now the educationalists delight in arguing from climbing to 
life. I feel no qualms about arguing from life to climbing. Or 
any other activity. It makes substantially better sense. The 
product of educational mountaineering is people who have 
been taught about climbing as the educationalist sees it. 
Some may not be put off climbing for life. Some may not 
decide climbing is a load of pompous crap. (The heavy
handed idiom consistently adopted by educationalists 
dealing with anything "dangerous" never fails to amaze 
and repulse me. Presenting to the average person as 
revealed truth that which only a cretin could fail to 
perceive.) Most will be thoroughly unimpressed. Perhaps 
not as kids ; kids are an impressionable lot. But upon sober 
reflection . When they're older. Like twenty. It can 't be all 
bad, I would admit. But it can be mostly bad . It doesn't 
even follow that those who may come to appreciate 
climbing through courses wouldn't have done so without 
them. 
So, for a start, I think that its institutionalized teaching can 
only do climbing more harm than good . 
But that's only for a start. There are clearly more fundamental 
considerations. These have to do with what recreation is all 
about. Recreation is escape, or at least partial escape, from 
institutionalized living. If it makes you happier, read 
"everyday" for "institutionalized". That these are essentially 
synonyms is the reason for recreation. As lives vary, so too 
does recreation. Some exceptionally well -conditioned 
academics find recreation in applying their minds to 
researches outside their fields of specialization. For those 
in whom society has instilled competitiveness, recreation 
is found in cerebral games such as chess and bridge, in 
competitive sport, and so on. Plenty of nine -to-five people 
find recreation sitting on their backsides watching the box. 
What recreation is, is flaking off, is skiving, and knowing you 
are. Most sane people need it. It should not be work, and 
it should not be boring . Chess is too much like work for 
many people ; serious scholarship is a formidable endeavour 
for all but a few. Another few find standard television 
excruciating. Recreation is exceptionally personal. It is fun . 
Now, I don't think you can teach people to have fun . I think 
attitudes toward the balance in life of enterprise and leisure 
are pretty well internalized. Some people always have fun, 
some never do. Most have a very moralistic notion, perhaps 
not overt but there none the less, of how much fun they are 
entitled to, how much they should allow themselves. 
Educationalists would probably agree - they often complain 
- that in the development of basic attitudes the general 
environment outside the classroom - or the short hill-man 
course - well outweighs any teaching. Precept will not do. 
It is at best pomposity, and more likely to be taken for 
hypocrisy. Even kids can be cynics. Like love, like kindness, 
like courage, example has it. Words fail. Maybe in the 
one-to -one situation when someone teaches a friend to 
climb, but not very likely for a mob of paying (much less 
paid for) adventure customers. You can teach the forms, 
the rules, the moves. But not the attitudes. 
When only the forms of recreation are practised, when the 
basic attitudes are lacking, no recreation results. The sanity 
of the pursuit, and the pursuers, is lost. You all know the 
picture. The man working at his golf. Or going berserk after 
he misses the squash ball. The homicidal arguments between 
husband and wife after each hand of bridge. Indeed, the 
dragging up a route of the unwilling woman/wife/child/ 
erstwhile friend . Admittedly a common madness, but 
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madness nevertheless. One of the worst aberrations society 
has to offer. 
So, the following fundamental objections arise: 
(1) Recreation should not be taught. It should not be 
institutionalized at all. Formal education is part of the 
process of institutionalizing both kiddies and adults. To the 
extent that recreational activities are used in this process 
they are prostituted. Very bluntly, educational 
mountaineering is necessarily a hypocritical business. 
(2) In fact, there is a real sense in which the fundamental 
values of recreation cannot be taught. 
It's about time for the cries of " Boring! " to arise . I 
wouldn't deny it. Some people are easily bored when they 
want to be. But there's a better, because slightly subtler, 
put-down. It is "Selfish!" 
" You had the opportunity to learn to climb, yet would deny 
it to others." 
Well , that's not what I said, but let's start at the beginning. 
Belabouring selfishness is, again, hypocrisy. "Society as we 
know it will collapse if .. . " Fill in the blank. It's so 
popular a game one must suspect that both recreational 
and competitive players exist. 
Society as we know it will collapse if even a tenth of its 
members deny themselves the exercise of generalized and 
complete selfishness. (What the hell do you think industrial 
economies are all about?) 
We could mention crowding . Many climbers do. Even 
(moderately perceptive) educationalists would admit that 
vast mobs of pupils plodding about Britain's miniscule and 
well-trampled patches of hill country must detract from 
anything but the caricature of "adventure education". 
It is not just the standard climber who should object to 
crowds. But again, this is superficial. 
If this argument is selfish, then a basic question might wel l 
be: "Does everyone have a right to learn to climb?" My 
answer would be "Maybe". And I would suggest as a more 
informative question: "Does anyone need the right to learn 
to climb?" To which I would answer : "Definitely not". 
Most people have more important things to worry about. 
One hears little fuss about the inequality of opportunity to 
learn polo or skydiving, or about the inequality of 
opportunity to learn to sail with (or even against) 
Mr. Heath. Indeed, one hears not nearly enough about 
inequality of opportunity in general. 
But, as large numbers of autobiographical cult figures and 
heroes of all ages have amply demonstrated, equality of 
opportunity - being provided with climbing lessons on a 
platter - has little to do with it. Indeed, when they're not 
busy selling their subject, educationalists in any position to 
offer advantages to their charges are usually busy berating 
the indolent louts for failing to take them. The wasting of 
opportunity and the overcoming of adversity are life's two 
major occupations. And again, these skills are not readily 
derived from the precepts of educationalists. 
This passage can be closed with mention of a notion that 
drifts about in climbing circles. It is in fact a transmogrification 
of the character builder's argument. It runs on the lines : 
"But climbers are real people, and some are real characters". 
Even more, most climbers feel climbing does them "good". 
Something appreciated at such a gut level should surely 
be shared. Well, in that climbing is recreation it must do 
the recreational climber "good". What you tend to lose track 
of if you feel this way is that lots of other people feel that 
way about their recreation. There are real people all over the 
place. They're just people you happen to like. Similarly, 
characters are just the extroverts you find amusing. The 
rest of the people, but particularly the extroverts, are of 
primarily nuisance value, I would admit. My last radical 
statement : I seriously suspect that if most dedicated 
climbers had become dedicated along some other track, to 
some other form of recreation, that they'd not have been 
much better or worse for it. Does everyone need the right 
to learn to climb? Definitely not. 

* * * * * 
The apostate retires. Sorry, Mac. Sorry, Ivan. But you see, 
the devil is sitting there across the room. I've been talking 
rationality at him for too long to deny it, and as he pointed 
out himself, to start talking is to lose. 
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by Kurt Diemberger 

"How much do we know about a genius? I wouldn't say 
that Hermann Buhl was the world's best climber, but he was 
the only mountaineering genius I have ever known." so 
wrote Kurt Maix in his book, Berge - Ewiges Abenteuer. 
Actually, Kurt Maix should have been writing this 
appreciation. Destiny prevented him. Maix's attitudes were 
remarkably similar to Buhl's. Asked for evidence that Buhl 
had been to the summit of Nanga Parbat, he just answered : 
" He came back alive, didn't he?" 

It was a long way to success on Nanga Parbat though . 
Hermann Buhl was born in Innsbruck, on September 29th, 
1924. Rather weak, he joined school a year later than 
normal. But even as a twelve-year-old he felt the 
attraction of the Nordkette. He climbed " like a chamois" . 
It was the usual story of clothes lines and socks; he could 
not afford climbing boots. He went to the Kaiser with the 
Innsbruck section of the Austrian Alpine Association, and 
by 1924 had matured to grade 6 routes, managing the 
hardest climbs in the Kaiser, the Karwendel and Wetterstein 
as well as the Kalkkogel. 
In 1943, Buhl found himself wearing the grey uniform of a 
medical orderly in a mountaineering unit at St. Johann, in 
the Tyrol. The Wilder Kaiser lured him. He did the hardest 
face of the Kaiser, the West Face of the Maukspitze, 
without official leave, solitary confinement being the price. 
Later, Buhl was sent to the front and took part in the Monte 
Cassino epi c. As a prisoner-of -war he lost his mountains fo r 
three years. 
After the war came the want and need, and lack of means, 
to go to the Western Alps. But north faces and direct routes 
are interesting anywhere. By 1947, Buhl had climbed 134 
summits and 35 Extremely Difficult faces, and made 11 first 
ascents. Every-day life was less heroic though : he was 
sacked from his job as store-keeper because his second 
term in plaster as a result of his outdoor passion was 
regarded as a "self - inflicted" unfitness for work. From 1947 
onwards he fitted ski boots and edges in a sports shop. At 
the age of 23 he passed the guides' examination . As early as 
1946 he had unofficially wandered into the Dolomites. 
Later he criss-crossed them, calling Furchetta, Catinaccio, 
Marmolata, Civetta, Pala and Brenta his " milestones". 
Winter climbing also attracted him ; he made a traverse of 
the 25 summits of the deeply snow-covered Geirsch range 
in the Karwendel , in 33 hours. 

In 1948, the French Mountaineering School invited Buhl to 
Chamonix. The door to the Western Alps was opened. The 
North Faces of Charmoz and Triolet, the Walker Spur, the 
complete traverse of the Aiguilles of Chamonix, the 
Peuterey Ridge (starting with the Aiguille Blanche North 
Face) and, in 1952, the Eiger North Face, in deteriorating 
weather with stone -fall and avalanches, fell to Buhl 's 
exploratory urge. 

In the Bregaglia, he climbed the North-East Face of the 
Badile, solo, descending via the North Ridge. Straight after, 
he cycled back towards Innsbruck, fell asleep, and ended up 
beside his bicycle in the River Inn near Landeck. From the 
time he made his solo ascent of the Fleischbank South-East 
one afternoon, he really enjoyed soloing . But it was not 
good to be always alone. In 1951 , Hermann Buhl married a 
Ramsau girl, Eugenie, " das Generl". They climbed together ; 
a new stage in his life began . A daughter, the first of three, 

had just been born when the family was faced with 
compulsory eviction from their house in Innsbruck. Buhl 
joined the Sporthaus Schuster, in Munich, as a shop 
assistant and Alpine expert, shortly before the eviction, 
and his wife and children moved for the time being to live 
with her parents in Ramsau . In the midst of all this, Buhl was 
invited to join an expedition to the Himalayas. 
Nanga Parbat (26,660ft) had so far rejected all attempts to 
climb it. In 1932 and 1934, Germans had been to the 
mountain with Willy Merkl. Merkl himself, two friends and 
six Sherpas, had died in a blizzard . In 1937, an avalanche 
killed sixteen members of an expedition led by Karl Wein . 
Paul Bauer's 1938 expedition also failed. Then Dr. Karl 
Herrligkoffer, a step -brother of Willy Merkl, picked up the 
fight against Nanga Parbat, somewhat as a legacy. Buhl was 
asked to join the undertaking. To prove his expedition 
capabilities to himself, he started another climb : the East 
Face of the Watzman, in winter ; alone and at night. 
February 1953: a solitary figure moved over avalanche 
debris to the Eiskapelle, then, in moonlight, into the 
Schoellhornkar. Via the Salzburger Weg, he climbed to the 
summit gorge, past the bivouac shelter hidden under the 
snow. It had been pitch dark for a long time, for the moon 
was hidden behind the Watzmann Ridge. Only in the last 
few feet did he emerge into moonlight again . It was four 
o'clock in the morning. That was Buhl's own certificate for 
success on Nanga Parbat. 
Flying in at the beginning of May, he got his first glimpse of 
that gigantic mountain through dispersing cloud. For days 
and nights the Hunza carried loads to Base Camp. Between 
May 2nd and June 20th, four altitude camps were 

35 



Above: The Austrian Karakoram Expedition 1957. Left to Right: 
Markus Sehmuck, Kurt Diemberger, Fritz Wintersteller and 
Hermann Buhl. 

established in the face of continual snow falls. Then the 
question arose as to whether the snow-laden monsoon 
clouds had sealed the expedition's fate . Obviously there was 
not much hope at Base Camp: again and again the order to 
retreat was sent out . Then, during the night of June 29th/ 
30th, the weather cleared. The summit team in Camp 3, 
Hermann Buhl, Hans Ertl, Walter Frauenberger and Otto 
Kempter, felt as fit as ever. On July 1st they went to Camp 4, 
and on July 2nd Buhl and Kempter were in Camp 5, which 
had just been established near the so-called 'Moor's Head' . 
The occupants of Camp 4 saw Buhl near the Silver Saddle 
at seven o'clock the next day; Kempter had fallen far behind 
At last, both climbers disappeared from sight. Late that 
evening, one figure descended from the Silver Saddle. It 
was Kempter. Where was Buhl? Kempter had given up ... 
Day-break, July 4th. Friends scanned the Silver Saddle 
again and again . Towards evening a small dark dot moved 
downhill. Hermann Buhl. Alive. Had he been to the 
summit ... ? 
And that was Hermann Buhl's pilgrimage to the top of 
Nanga: at nine o'clock he was near the Fore-Summit; he 
then descended to the Bazhin Gap, which he reached at 
two o'clock in the afternoon. A corniced rock ridge, spiked 
with gendarmes, led to a shoulder. Over blocks and snow to 
the summit ... that evening, at seven o'clock, Hermann 
Buhl pushed his ice-axe into the summit cornice. He 
couldn't stay long; the sun was setting. After taking a few 
pictures he turned back, avoiding the dangerous final ridge 
by the snow of the Diamir Flank. His right crampon kept 
loosening, making the descent especially tiresome. Nightfall: 
a bivouac. His rucksack and sweater were near the Fore
Summit Buhl spent the night on a block in the steep flank, 
standing, 26,000ft. above sea level. Without a sweater, 
without bivouac gear, without food . At four o'clock he 
continued the descent, having lost all fe{}ling in his right foot. 
Frostbite? Fantasies and visions floated around him; he 
kept hearing voices. At five-thirty in the afternoon, Camp 5 
came into sight, but it was another two hours before he 
rejoined his friends . .. 
The third eight-thousand metre peak had been conquered, 
giving Hermann Buhl some of the happiest moments of his 
life. Only the just-accomplished ascent of Mount Everest 
met with similar acclaim. Hermann Buhl was the star high in 
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the mountaineering sky, despite post-expedition 
discrepancies and arguments. 
The years that followed were anything but a rest period in 
Buhl's climbing career. A route book of the "Karwendler", 
for 1954- 1956, names more than 90 of his climbs 
including, amongst others, the Capucin East Face, the 
Aiguille Noire West Face, Dru West, Aiguille Moine East 
Face (1st solo) , the Auckenthaler Route on the Laliderer 
North Face (also 1st solo) , and many other difficult climbs, 
most of them done faster than guidebook times. 
Then Hermann Buhl was once again lured into the realms of 
the eight-thousanders. From the time of the Nanga Parbat 
expedition, he had toyed with the idea of an expedition to 
the Karakoram, led by himself with just a small team and 
little back-up. Originally, the brothers Luis and Hugo Vigl 
were to be the members. Buhl's destination in the 
Karakoram was Broad Peak (26,400ft.), the first eight
thousander to be tackled in Alpine style, without Sherpas 
and without oxygen.The time plans, management and food 
supplies had all been worked out, when Luis Vigl had to 
withdraw for professional reasons. Buhl invited the 
Salzburg climber, Markus Schmuck, who brought Fritz 
Wintersteller into the team instead of Hugo Vigl. On Kurt 
Maix's suggestion, I joined the group as the last member. 
Markus Schmuck managed to get the financial support of 
the Austrian Alpine Association, so the undertaking was 
run as an official O.A.V. expedition. Schmuck therefore 
had to be the over-all leader, while Buhl was nominated 
" leader on the mountain". 
The Karakoram Expedition 1957 of the Austrian Alpine 
Association stuck to the Western Spur of Broad Peak, as 
had been suggested by G. 0. Dyhrenfurth . Herrligkoffer had 
avoided the spur on his 1954 attempt, since it was too 
difficult for Sherpas. (Herrligkoffer's original objective on 
that occasion had been Hidden Peak. Only on the spot did 
he decide to try the much nearer Broad Peak.) 
We acted as our own Sherpas on the West Spur, and put up 
three altitude camps; but we had to give up our first 
summit attempt on May 29th, near the Fore-Summit, at 
over 26,000ft. Wintersteller and I saw the very long arete 
across to the main summit, but we just could not do it so 
late in the day. After a rest in Base Camp, we moved back 
into Camp 3 on July 8th. The next day, Schmuck and 
Wintersteller left first. Buhl and I caught up with them, but 
then took a direct line up the slope, while the others 
followed the spur taken on the first attempt. Our route 
stayed in shadow longer, and the terrible cold was 
disastrous for Buhl's toes which had been badly frost-
bitten on Nanga Parbat. In the sun at last, we took off our 

Above: Buh/'s frostbite injuries. Right: Buhl on Chogolisa just before 
the storm. The cornice broke as he was returning across the col in the 
background. Photos: Kurt Diemberger 

boots and massaged our feet. The others did the same when 
they met up with us. Then they took the lead. In the gap 
between the main and central summits, Buhl said that he 
didn't think he could make the final stretch. I suggested 
resting for an hour. Then we continued slowly, taking two 
hours to reach the shoulder below the Fore-Summit. 
Hermann allowed me to follow the pair in front, and I 
reached them just as they were leaving the summit. Later, 
as I was descending the long summit arete, I noticed a 
yellow dot on the ridge moving towards me. It was Hermann. 
He came closer slowly, but without stopping. Together we 
climbed to the summit and experienced a fantastic and 



unique view all around in the last light of the 
day, with all the peaks aglow and the 
shadow of Broad Peak falling far into Tibet. 
We descended by moonlight to the tents of 
Camp 3, 3,500ft. below. 
Days later, while Buhl and I were clearing 
the top camps, Schmuck and Wintersteller 
climbed a 23,000ft. peak which we had 
chosen as a further objective on the approach 
march. We decided that we, too, would bag 
another one. Buhl had fully recovered by 
this time and had even written home to say 
that he would try other summits in the 
area of the Baltoro Glacier. 
Late in the evening of June 20th, I left for 
Chogolisa . Hermann followed my markers 
early next morning. He had calculated on 
three days for the attempt. We intended to 
carry the tent along as a "moving altitude 
camp". The South-East Ridge would take us 
to the shimmering roof-top which had been 
unsuccessfully attempted as early as 1909 
by the Italians. Hermann was at a peak of 
fitness, a fact which he even noted down in 
his diary. On June 24th we reached the 
Kaberisattel (21 ,000ft.) ; the next day took 
us to 22,000ft. On June 26th, we were 
unable to leave the tent because of bad 
weather. During this unwanted holiday, Buhl 
raved about big routes he wanted to do after 
we returned home, about doing all the big 
Mt. Blanc ridges and the Brenva Face in one 
go, about new expeditions. June 27th 
brought beautiful weather and we reached a 
saddle after climbing over a small, subsidiary 
summit on the ridge: 23,000ft. and a rest . 
Only 2,000ft. of vertical height remained to 
be climbed . As we moved on, clouds 
suddenly drove across the ridge and we 
found ourselves in the midst of a white-out. 
Storm, a desperate storm, started up. At 
24,000ft. Buhl turned round, shouting that 
we would have to turn back before wind and 
snow obliterated our tracks, possibly luring 
us too close to the cornices. 
We went down. I was in front . The ice-axe 
holes beside our tracks were hardly visible. 
Suddenly the snow surface vibrated . I 
jumped to the right and moved a bit further 
down. Then I stopped. Where was Hermann? 
Minutes later I realized that he had 
disappeared, that he had left the track and 
moved on to the cornice . .. somewhere at 
the foot of the North Face he lay buried 
beneath masses of snow. 
I hurried down to Base Camp as fast as I 
could, an endless stretch, and returned, 
snow-blind, with the others. On June 30th, 
Schmuck and Wintersteller searched the face 
and the huge coire below, with binoculars, 
while avalanches crashed down again and 
again. Hermann Buhl 's grave of ice at the 
foot of Chogolisa was out of reach. We 
returned to base on July 1st. 
A kind fate granted Hermann Buhl, Sherpa 
Gyaltsen Norbu and myself the ascent of 
two eight -thousand metre summits. Broad 
Peak was the climax of Hermann Buhl's 
short life-span. His way up there remains 
unforgotten and his expedition style, 
exemplified on one of the highest mountains 
on earth, became the model for a number of 
undertakings in recent years . 
SUMMARY 
A brief evaluation of the climbing career of the great 
Austrian climber, Hermann Buhl. The writer, Kurt 
Diemberger, was with Buhl when he met his death 
on Chogolisa . Useful Reference : Summits and Secrets 
by Kurt Diemberger (Allan and Unwin). 
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NewBooks 

The Vertical World of Yosemite 

edited by Galen A. Rowell 

Wilderness Press: $16.95 

Consider the impact of climbing literature 
on the popularity of an area or, generally, 
th e sport. Now, consider a new book on an 
established climbing mecca : The Vertical 
World of Yosemite, edited by Galen Rowell. 
Depending on one's stance in this apical era 
of proclaiming climbing philosophies, one 
might conclude that the book either : 
(1) unduly opens a special lifestyle to the 
rapacious general public (the rock-star 
elitist school) and, as such, is a menace ; 
or (2) offers a necessary explanation of th e 
Yosemite scene to the misinformed public 
(the benevolent educationalist school) and, 
hence, is welcome ; or (3) provides very little 
attraction to anyone beyond the existing 
climbing public (the dense isolationist 
school), rendering this a moot discussion . 
Let me interject that the book is being 
successfully marketed on a grand scale. So, 
impact statements aside, consider its merits. 
Pictures : The Vertical World of Yosemite 
combines seventeen essays, written by various 
authors, with colour and black-and-white 
high (yes, intended) quality photographs. 
The photos underscore rather than 
supplement the essays, offering scenic 
perspectives of routes and rocks mentioned 
and closely detailed views of such routes 
being climbed. 
Climbing personalities : many climbers, 
especially Chouinard, Harding, Pratt and 
Robbins, have either written or been 
described in various articles which combine 
to create a sense of their personalities 
beyond the mythical hero. 
Occasional glimpses of creativity : most of 
the essays are journalistic sagas of the 
first ascents of Yosemite"s big walls, such 
as Half Dome, Sentinel and El Capitan ; but 
a few successful departures in mode (e.g. 
Robbins's 'Tis-sa-ack') and subject (e.g. 
Harding's 'Reflections of a Broken-down 
Climber') enliven the conventional tone. 
Historical perspective : while editor Rowell 
aptly protests that it is "not a history of 
Yosemite climbing", his book does effectively 
reflect the sense of traditions and the 
evolution of popular concerns in Yosemite 
circ les. For example, witness the difference 
between Steck's 1951 comment, "I threw my 
food away upon reaching the summit" 
('Ordeal by Piton'), and current clean climbing 
mores. 
Unfortunately - and this aspect earns the 
book a hefty demerit - nut protection is only 
summarily mentioned in Rowell's introduction. 
In fact, Rowell's introductory warnings of 
the changes in current Valley climbing 
practices recede in view of the bulky 
articles. (Therefore, lasses take heed: when 
Robinson mentions, of the 1960's Camp 
Foul, the "tourist chicks ... satisfying yet 
another perennial need of the Valley 
climbers", you are not to feel left out nor to 
infer a woman climber's homosexuality.) 
Juxtaposed to the value of The Vertical World 
of Yosemite, consider now its price : 16.95. 
i Mucha dinero ! That sum perhaps offers a 
clue as to the book's intended audience -
and support for, as you wish, impact school 
1, 2or3. 
Anne-Marie Rizzi 
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NEW GUIDES 

The Staffordshire Gritstone Area 
compiled by Dave Salt 
British Mountaineering Council: £1.70 
This well produced, interesting and accurate 
guidebook provides the ninth and final piece 
of the jigsaw coverage of the Southern 
Pennines by the 'Rock Climbs in the Peak' 
series. 
The first part describes two of the finest 
gritstone outcrops, the Roches and Hen 
Cloud . One judges guidebooks to cliffs as 
famous as these by the extent to which 
memories, prejudices and dreams are 
confirmed or deflated. About correctness and 
clarity there are no complaints ; but the glory 
of these climbs should have been more loudly 
sung. It is almost as painful as many of their 
jams to read so few superlatives about the 
Roches Lower Tier. 
The second part of the guide is of great 
value, as it reveals and charts a large 
number of cliffs in the Churnet Valley, and 
to the north of Leek, about whose existence 
even gritstone enthusiasts were only vaguely 
aware. For one of the best, the splendid 
Harston Rock, the previous descriptions have 
been out of print for a decade. In contrast 
to the accessibility of the Roches and Hen 
Cloud, many of these outcrops are located in 
obscure, densely vegetated and often wildly 
beautiful valleys. 'Ways in' are described in 
detail and with clarity. Indeed, for the 
primeval Ludchurch, three pages of 
'approach' and 'character' introduce only one 
of route description. Perhaps the nature of 
this ratio places the quality of some of these 
crags in their proper perspective. 
Those for whom guidebooks provide bedside 
and bogside reading will find this guide a 
delightful addition to their libraries. but the 
phenomenal detail distorts the assessment 
of some of the crags. Ramshaw Rocks, for 
example, provides a marvellous evening 
leap-about, and in addition a dozen mean 
and excellent cracks - but no more. An over
meticulous description of boulder problems 
almost gives the impression that a major new 
outcrop has been discovered. 
These are only criticisms of the balance of 
the guide. The facts are all there, and as 
some of the climbs are the best on gritstone, 
the facts are pretty good too. 
Dave Cook 

Mourne 
Edited by John Forsythe 
Wicklow 
Edited by Pat Redmond 
Federation of Mountaineering 
Clubs of I re land: 60p each 
Two new guidebooks made their 
appearance on the Irish scene in the late 
summer of 1973. The Mourne Guide, edited 
by John Forsythe, is presented as an interim 
guide to an area similar to the English Lakes. 
The climbs are, on the whole, well 
described, although the twenty-one line 
drawings are likely to be of little use to a 
climber not thoroughly familiar with the area . 
As an interim guide it appears to fulfil all of 
the requisites, and it seems to have been 
a well received edition . 
The second F.M .C.I. guide is that to the 
popular Wicklow climbing areas, 

Glendalough and Luggala . Edited by Pat 
Redmond, who has been long on the Irish 
climbing scen e, the edition is presented 
as the climbing guide to the Wicklow 
mountains, but, because of much recent 
activity and some laxness on the part of the 
editor, it seems only to be in the nature of 
an interim guide. 
The crags all have detailed photodiagrams, 
but the route markings and climbing 
descriptions are sometimes sketchy. This is 
particularly evident in the descriptions of 
more serious routes, but, as the editor points 
out, that is intentional. Personally, I would 
argue the point, feeling that all of the 
existing routes on a crag deserve the same 
recognition. Perhaps next year will see 
another, more complete edition. 
Both guides are small paperbacks, though 
the Mourne guide has a slightly more robust 
cover than the other. A new and welcome 
feature is the sheathing of each guide in a 
simple plastic jacket which gives extra 
protection against both abrasion and 
moisture. Metric pitch - lengths are used 
throughout. 
Bob Richardson 
Recently, the Irish Mountaineering Federation 
has added a third guide to its series. This 
covers Dalkey Quarry, the popular local crag 
that serves climbers in the Dublin area. 
Although the guide displays the same clarity 
as the Wicklow and Mourne publications, 
there are a number of deviations from the 
norm. Feet have been used instead of metres 
and a top grade of VS has been adopted. 
This is justified by the author ( Stephen 
Young) on the grounds that the crag is only 
used by knowledgeable local climbers, but 
woe betide any visitor who takes the grades 
of the harder climbs too literally. 
( These booklets are available from The 
Mountain Hut, Dublin ) 

Central Wales 
by John Sumner 
West Col: £1.90 
Poor old Central Wales : its attractions seem 
to have been spurned by nearly everybody 
except a group of raving devotees from Staffs. 
But perhaps they have deliberately preserved 
its low profile. Now Sumner's admirable guide 
(published last year, but only just brought 
to out attention) reveals all. One hundred 
and eighty-seven routes are described, a 
selection of thirty-seven (in all grades) 
being singled out for special recommendation 
to unversed visitors. The diagrams are good 
and West Col have at last started providing 
functional covers. 
The main crags dealt with in this volume are 
Craig Cowarch and Gist Ddu. Sumner is 
working on a companion volume covering 
the various cliffs of Cader Idris, Bird Rock 
and the Rhinogs. When that is published, 
Central Wales will provide tempting bait for 
those wishing to escape the cacaphony 
further north. 

CLIFF PHILLIPS 
CLIMBING COURSES 

Write/phone: 'Corlanau ', Deiniolen, 
Caern's, North Wales LL55 3LU . 

Llanberis 781 . 



Letters 
Mountain accused of 11continuing, brazen-faced and calculated 
ravishment of the mountains,, 

Are good communications really 
necessary? 

from Mike Coleman 

Dear Editor, 
I have a vision of a climbing world with a 
system of mutual communication among 
climbers, which relies for its effectiveness 
not upon a vastness of the printed word nor 
upon the sociable arrangement of indolent 
minds to listen to the egocentric banter of 
climbing 's articulate politicians, but upon th e 
free exchange (both economically and 
otherwise) of relevant information by the 
medieval device of the grapevine. The 
widespread dissemination of information 
concerning 'what other people are doing' and 
the publication of sententious monologues 
with little or no literary merit is a superfluous 
exercise which generates nothing more than 
a continuing need to collate more and more 
information, for there is nothing more 
inadequate than a job incomplete. Having 
said that, however, it would be equally 
undesirable that climbing should exist in an 
informational void . Competition exists, and 
will continue to do so, and undoubtedly it 
will intensify however one may view this. 
It is competition which has forced the 
standard of all climbing to hugely spectacular 
levels and competition thrives on an 
informational diet. Nevertheless, one does 
not wish to read about competitive feats 
achieved at a level which is anything less 
than the ultimate; that is the vanity of 
yearlings. And if one is part of the competitive 
spearhead and is making an individual input 
to the development of standards, one will 
be aware of the competition, for competition 
is specific, it is not mutually exchangeable . 

And so one has a dilemma. Remove the means 
of information dissemination and competition 
may diminish in intensity and standards will 
fall. But, with it will disappear the 
circumscription of organized climbing in 
which competition requires that continued 
climbing be undertaken only with previous 
results in mind. Climbing is an individual 
exercise which, hopefully, adherents pursue 
with an individual objective. Competition is 
ludicrous in the eyes of 'the philosophy' 
which ought to sustain the activity (it is not 
a sport) . Organized competition - though all 
competition is organized - is a revolting 
instigator of pioneer ascents for it would 
seem that to climb and not to make a 
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competitive score is not to climb at all. 
What do competition and standards matter 
if one may only climb? What do guidebooks, 
and autobiographies and immodest 
publication of 'my latest route' and letters to 
climbing magazines matter, if one may only 
climb - without the straightjacket of 
competition and the weight of detail now 
recorded for standard-raising consumption ? 
Of course, a climbing literature would be 
nice, for though climbing may not be a 
social exercise (neither is it an educational 
one) , climbers are sociable and may 
appreciate an intelligent exposition upon 
the climbing ideal or that ideal in function . 
Yours sincerely, 
Mike Coleman (Newcastle-upon -Tyne) 

That Sorenson Photo 

from Eric Limbach 

Dear Mountain Magazine, 
It was with sorry eyes that I beheld page 10 
of Mountain 32, with the picture of Tobin 
Sorenson grimacing on Insomnia, Suicide 
Rocks, Calif. We U.S. readers had been 
subjected to seven pages (twelve photos) of 
Sorenson's moves, in the winter issue of 
Climbing. 
One might suspect that a bit of glory -seeking 
was behind this proliferation of photos of 
one person on one crack. 
At the end of the essay in question, ' Poster 
Prints' of Sorenson on Insomnia were offered 
for sale. 
Glory- Seeking and Damnable Capitalism! 
As for Sorenson's imbecilic body twist on 
Superfly - Yecch! 
These types of manoeuvres, I hope, are taken 
by climbers for what they are: egotistical 
self-glorification. 
Though I be a climber of moderate ability, I 
can still discriminate between purism and 
crass materialism. 
Incidentally, it should be noted that 
Sorenson did not free Insomnia first ; it had 
been done free at least twice before. 
Mountain is by far the finest climbing 
magazine available in the States. Your photo 
reproduction is excellent, as is your coverage 
of international climbing developments. 
Perhaps, though, your editors could be a 
little more discerning with the scissors. 
Respectfully, 
Eric Limbach (Laramie) 

Spring low 

One man's meat ... 

from Mark Henry 

Dear Sir, 
Today I bought a copy of Mountain, 
something I haven't done now for over a year. 
Your magazine is still as pandering and as 
uselessly glossy as ever. The nauseating 
name-dropping pages still exist, and their 
sycophancy is still irritating . The slick, 
capitalistic adverts scream louder than ever, 
obsessed with my image, my image. I've got 
to improve my image. And those ghastly, 
in-depth, academic surveys of dead 
continental pioneers still qualify for an 
excessive amount of attention. 
The continuing, brazen-faced and calculated 
ravishment of the mountains. 
Except for one short article. It was tucked 
away at the back, a virtual afterthought ; but 
it was intelligent, stimulating and pertinent -
a real gem amongst the dross. It was, of 
course, Dave Cook's 'The Mountaineer and 
Society' . It's the small things like this that 
can restore faith in humanity. 
Yours, 
Mark Henry (Belfast) 

We have always done our utmost to meet the 
requirements of our readers. We will 
endeavour to publish another such article 
in April 1975, when hopefully Mr. Henry will 
be buying his next copy of Mountain . 
(Editor) . 

Do you : 

Look Like A Woman 
Think Like A Man 
Act Like A Lady and 
Work Like A Horse? 
(As you are reading this magazine we 
will assume that you are a committed 
mountaineer) . 

Then come and work with Kip 
Gilpin and his team in the MLTB 
Office. Good SH/Typing essential. 
Salary - negotiable. 

Write to, or call in at: 
Mountain Leadership Training Board 
70 Brompton Road, London S.W.3. 

Concentrated meal 
packs for Campers and 
Backpackers
remember 
concentrated food 
means less weight 
and bulk to carry . 
Meals include : 

CAGJACS, CAGOULES, OVERTROUSERS 

Curries, Stews and 
Omelettes-send for 
our catalogue it 
describes no less 
than 50 packs. 

Free Brochure on request. 

G & H Products, Blackburn Road, 
Birstall, Batley, Yorkshire 

SPRINGLOW Sales ltd 
Marsland Industrial 
Estate, Werneth, 
Oldham, Lanes. 
Tel: 061-624 7904 
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mo11ntaineering 
equ111111ent 
suppliers 
The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment, 

AUSTRALIA UNITED KINGDOM 

A.C.T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. (C) (S) . Tel. 47.8949. 

N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway. (C). 
Tel. 476.3242. 

N.S.W: Chatswood 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
399 Victoria Avenue. (C) . 
Tel. 41 2.3372. 

N.S.W: Crows Nest 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
P.O. Box 703, 
17 A Falcon Street, 2065. ( C). 
Tel. 439.2454. 

N.S.W: Penshurst 
Southern Cross Mounta ineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
3 Bridge Street, 2222. (C). 
Tel. 579.5965. 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 26.2685. 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick's White's 
Odin Equipment Company, 
P.O. Box 12, Toowong, 4066. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty. Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. (C) (M) (S). 

CANADA 

Alberta : Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W., 41 . 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 

B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 225. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 

B.C. : Vancouver 
Alpine Crafts Equipment, 
1286 Kingsway. 
Tel. 604.879.7431 . 

Ontario : Ottawa 
Blacks Outdoors Store, 
225 Strathcona Avenue, 
K1 S 1 X7. Tel. 613.235.1461 . 

EIRE 

Dublin 
The Mountain Hut, 
19 South King Street, 
Dublin 2. (C) (M). 
Tel. 01.781358. 

NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Oscar A. Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 1. 
Tel. 74.646. 
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Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952. 

Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297. 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 024.882.401 . 
Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S), 
7 Snowhill, Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. 
Birmingham 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd. (S) , 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27 / 29 Martineau Square. (S). 
Tel. 021.236.9383. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674. 
Brentwood 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259. 
Brighton 
Sports and Leisure, 
48 North Street. 
Tel. 0273.29539. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874. 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Broughton-in- Furness, Lanes. 
Mountain Centre, 
Brade Street. Tel. 461. 
(open until 8 p.m.) 
Buxton' 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre, 
22 High Street (C) . 
Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. Capel Curig 205. 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. Capel Curig 232. 

Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01.688.2667. 

Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390. 

Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 

Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245. 

Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0302.67755. 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 -2. 

Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso, 
44 Rodney Street. (M). 
Tel. 031.556.1723. 

Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0392.76421. 

Fort William 
Nevi sport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245. 

Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041 .221.4531 / 2. 

Glasgow 
Nevi sport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M). 
Tel. 041 .332.4814. 

G rantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246. 

Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 

Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684). 

Hull 
G. F. Stocks & Co. Ltd . 
Camp Centre, 
61 Spring Bank. 
Tel. 0482.20134. 

Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524. 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop, 
5 New Road. (C). 
Tel. 0524.66610. 

Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.23045. 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road. (S). 
Tel. 0533.25235. 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 

London 
Pindisports, 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01 .242.3278. 

London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01 .992.6642. 

London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01 .723.5252. 

London 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd ., 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. (S). 
Tel. 01.839.1722. 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
309 Brampton Road, S.W.1 . 
Tel. 01.584.7766. (S) (M). 

Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd .), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167. 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161. (C} (M) (S). 

Manchester, Urmston 
J . & A. Sports & Camping Co. 
15 Station Road. (C). 
Tel. 061.748.6408. 

Manchester, Eccles 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
112 Liverpool Road. 
Tel. 061.789.6044. 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd ., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 

Middlesbrough : Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.48916. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles}, 
227 / 229 Westgate Road. (S). 
Tel. 0632.23903. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0632.23561. 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
1 Canning Circus. (S) . 
Tel. 0602.47230. 

Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 



Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 

Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn . 
Tel. 0705.29410. 

Preston 
P.S.D . Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793. 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018. 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate (M) . 
Tel. 0742.25631. 

Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road, 
Tel. 0274.592422. 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 

Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 021.556.0802. 

West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 021.553.1670. 

Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/5 King Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012. 

York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

UNITED STATES 

Arizona : Flagstaff, 
Grand Canyon 
Village Sports Den, 
116 South Beaver, 86001 . 
Tel. 602.774.2271. (C} (M) (S). 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 
94705. (C) (S). 
Tel. 415.548.1371 . 

California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel. 415.845.8600. (C) (M) (S). 

California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. (C) (M). 
Tel. 408.374.7777. 

California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A16-2. 

California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7183 North Abbey Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). 

California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201 . 
Tel. 213.247.3110. {C) (M) (S). 

California: Goleta 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering, 
330 S. Kellogg, 93017. 
Tel. 805.964.5714. (C) (M) (S) . 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011. 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 

California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.691.5919. (C) (M) (S). 

California : Lancaster 
Dan's Skiing and Mountaineering, 
1069 West Ave. K, 93534. 
(C) (M) (S) . 

California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.934.2423. 

California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6913. (C) (S). 

California: San Diego 
San Diego Ski Chalet and 
Mountain Shop, 
4004 Sports Arena Blvd., 93401. 
Tel. 714.224.3439. (C) (M) (S) . 

California : San Diego 
Stanley Andrews 
Sporting Goods, 
443 12th Street. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.232.2167. 

California: San Luis Obispo 
Mountain Sports, 
858 Higuera Street, 
93401. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 805.544.7141. 

California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering, 
3036 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083. (C) (M) (S). 

California: Santa Maria 
Mountain Transit Authority, 
223 So. Broadway, 93454. 
Tel. 805.922.8271. (C) (M) (S). 

California: Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 91356. 
Tel. 213.881.5111. (C) (M) (S) . 

California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
Chouinard Equipment Company, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.3528. 

California: West Covina 
Alpine Country, 
1629 W. Garvey Avenue, 91790. 
Tel. 213.962.4311 . (C) (M) (S}. 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M} (S}. 
Colorado : Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. (S) (C) (M). 
Tel. 303.377.2783. 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.2440. 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
118 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M). 
Colorado : Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd., 
80227. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 303.986.5541 . 
Colorado: Louisville 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
931 Main Street (Box 151 , 
Dept. M) . (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303.666.6650. 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini - Mall, 83704. 
Tel. 208.376.3731. (S) (C) . 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
329 N. Main 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M ) (S). 
Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122. 83353. 
Tel. 208.726.3808. (S). 
Illinois : Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832. (C) (M) (S). 

Massachusetts: Amherst 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
Route 9, Amherst-Hadley Line. 
Tel. 413.253.9504. (C} (M) (S}. 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C) (M) (S}. 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Mail Order Department, Box 27, 
1047 Commonwealth Ave.,02215. 
Tel. 617.787.2626. (C) (M} (S) . 

Massachusetts: Cambridge 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Climbers Corner, 
55 River Street. 
Tel. 617.876.6270. (C) (M) (S). 
Massachusetts: Wellesley 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
189 Linden Street. 
Tel. 617.237.2645. (C) (M} (S). 

Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue, 55403. 
Tel. 612.336. 3884 
Minnesota: St. Paul 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Lob Pine, 1627 W. Country 
Road B, Roseville. 
Tel. 612.631.2900. (C) (M} (S) 

Montana : Red Lodge 
Mountaincraft, 
Main Street, 59068. 
Tel. 406.446.2393. 

N.H.: North Conway 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
Main Street. 
Tel. 603.356.5433. (C) {M) (S}. 
N.H.: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 603.745.2767. 
New York: Ardsley 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
725 Saw Mill River Road. 
Tel. 914.693.6160. (C) (M ) (S}. 
New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc. 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
Tel. 716.837.3300. (C) (M) (S). 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, N.Y. 12561 . 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S). 
New York: Ogdensburg 
Thomas Black and Sons 
(Ogdensburg) Inc., 
930 Ford Street, 1 3669. 
Tel. 315.393.5704. 
(Mail Order only) . 
New York : Tonawanda 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
1270 Niagara Falls Blvd. 
Tel. 716.838.4200. (C) (M} (S). 

Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co. 
241 0 San Antonio Street, 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577. 
Vermont: So. Burlington 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
City Center, Dorset Street. 
Tel. 802.864.0473. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 98105. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S). 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020. (C) (M) (S) . 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gocham, 53703. 
Tel. 508.251.9059. (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231 .2447. 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S) . 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C) (M) (S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S) (C) . 

Roger Turner Mountain Sports 
b~!~~~er~-.... ~De~~ingham 

Equipment and Clothing Specialists for 
Mountaineering, Rock Climbing, 
Lightweight Camping, Rambling, and Ski-ing 

Leicester 25235 Nottingham 47230 
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YouP Pope coul4 
last ,iou a Iif0-
ti1R0 .... 
••• if you1re not careful! 
REAL climbing safety means quality climbing rope
and quality climbing rope means EDELWEISS. 

Because LD Mountain Centre would like to see you 
outlive your rope we invite you to contact us and find 
out how Edelweiss tensile and energy rope compares 
with other well known brands: and then there's 
Edelweiss- Everdry, special for cavers and all weather 
'tigers'- it never gets wet! 
Write/phone/call today for details of this and our other 
fantastic range of equipment- and oh, by the way
don't leave it too late! 

Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET• NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE • NEl lPG • Tel. 23561 

HIMASPORT FREEEBS Specialists in High Altitude Equipment 

Technical Adviser : Rene Desmaison 

.. 

Duvet Jackets 

Trousers 

Pieds elephant 
(all with down 
filled sections) 

Sleeping Bags 
Quilted 

Cagoules 

Climbing 
Jackets 

Waterproof 
Over-bag for 

Pieds elephant 

Waterproof 
Cagoules 

Waterproof 
Over-trousers 

1\1 Altitude Tents 
' :-.. ~.r ..... 

Catalogue from sports stockists or on request from: 

HIMASPORT 4 Rue Michelet, 
42120 LE COTEAU, (France). Tel. (77)71.45.68. 

•¥"' 

IJ\ 

' 

.... 

.. 

• 
. , 
~~ 

Considerable interest was 
aroused by our advertisement 
last month, which offered a pair 
of free EB's to the first person to 
correctly identify the climb 
illustrated. 

The route was Llithrig and the 
first correct identification was 
sent by Mr. D. Nicol of Clapham 
Old Town, London S.W.4. 

We still hold big stocks of EB's 
and can offer a quick postal 
service, at £8.85 post free . 

Also available and becoming 
increasingly popular are Spider 
Boots, similar to EB's but with 
leather uppers. £9.35 post free. 

joe ~!..!!!!' 
Telephone: Llanberis 327 
The Climbing Shop, CAPEL CURIG, 
Caerns. Telephone : Capel Curig 205 
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PIO DISPORTS 

BACKPACKING & CLIMBING 1974 
Availableat 14-18 Holborn , London ECl Tel: 01-242 3278 

373-5 Uxbridge Rd, Acton W3 Tel: 01 -992 6641 
1098 Whitgift Centre, Croydon, Surrey Tel: 01-688 2667 
27-29 Martineau Sq., Birmingham Tel: 021-236 9383 



BeRgsacs Lake 
Lbe sLRain .... 
.... off your shoulders, enabling 
you to carry substantial loads in 
comfort. 

2 - DORSAL - With integral frame, EXCELLENT carrying comfort 
providing a very close fitting, stable load for walking, climbing and 
scrambling. The Dorsal 'fins' act as a hip harness transferring 
desired weight through the pelvis thus 'relieving' the chest and 
shoulders. 

1 

RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE £10.95 (medium) £13.95 (large). 

3 - MUNROE - Integral frame sac designed for the week-end climber 
or walker. Important features include a closed cell foam, padded back 

reducing 'sweating' and elasticated lid. 
RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE 
£8.95. 

I - 272XS GEANT - Sac designed for the 
mountaineer or backpacker carrying heavy 
loads. Used with/without frame. Many 
excellent features. 
RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE £15.95. 

B6R6HJIUS 

2 

3 

4 

4 - 272X CHARMOZ - In red or blue 
nylon. A sac for winter climbing and 
short expeditions. Can be used on or 
off a pack frame. Features are, a 
canvas back on top of existing nylon 
back, crampon patch on the sac side 
and a generous 550mm bivi. 
RECOMMENDED RETAIL 
PRICE £10.95. 

34 DEAN STREET• NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE • NEl lPG • Tel. 23561 
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on your back - but way out in front 

Aiguille 
Available only in nylon with cotton back. Four strap fastening 
to elasticated "contour load" flap. Camera pocket in the flap 
has zip opening outside for easy access. Double base in 
contrasting blue colour. 

Specification: Model 1 /004 
Height: 20" 51 cm 

Width: 11" 
Weight : 1 lb 14 oz 

28 cm 
850 gm 

Fabric : 

Colour: 
Capacity: 

7 oz Enka 
nylon/cotton 
Red/Blue 
60 litres 

K.G.T. 90 
A fitting successor to the long-established Himalaya. It has the 
prodigious capacity of 90 litres. Can be carried on a pack frame if 
required for expedition purposes. The flap has a single fastening 
at the front and a 3 point fastening at the rear to allow it to 
extend. There is a zip lining in the pocket. 

Specification: Model 1 /011 
Height: 30" 76 cm 

Width: 16" 
Weight: 2 lb 12 oz 

41 cm 
1245 gm 

Fabric: 

Colour: 
Capacity: 

7 oz Enka nylon 
with canvas back 
Red & Olive 
90 litres 

k ■ 

I 
Send for the 1974 Karrimor Equipment Digest. This contains reports by Dougal Haston, 
Ed Drummond, and Ken Ledward as well as illustrating the complete range of products. 

M5. Avenue Parade, Accrington B85 6PR, Lancashire, England 

Gi) Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c/o 56 Sylvester Road, London N.2. 
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