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quality 
doesn't cost 

it pays 
Try to beat our quality! 

In fact try to beat our low prices! 
Galibier Super R.D. The patented stiffened sole is the backbone to this high 
performance much sought after high mountain boot. 
Size 7-12 (in half sizes) Price £30.00 Postage 32p. 

Dolomite Major. The sole is stiffened and insulated. The uppers are of Swiss 
double tanned, reversed, Galouser leather. The Major gives a good fit while 
sti l l maintaining the correct technical shape. 
Size 40-46 (in half sizes) Price £39.99 Postage 32p. 

Super Mammut 74 Dynaflex. The discerning climber wants the best of 
everything from a rope. New Dynaflex '74 comes closest to these demands. It 
is light (45m/1 1 mm approx 7t lb). It sustains FIVE U.1.A.A. test drops; has only 
a 1 ½% elongation (with 100 kg static load) and yet has maximum energy 
absorbtion capacity. (820mkp/ metre) . Good 'feel', flexible and soft (good 
knots - no kinks). 
45m x 11 mm Orange/Red £28.42 
36m x 11 mm Orange/Red £22.70 
90m x 9mm Orange/Gold £46.60 Postage paid. 

Send for catalogue (please enclose 10p for postage) 

Ellis Brigham 
Manchester 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 
Manchester, M4 3FU 
Telephone 061-834 0161 

Liverpool 
73 Bold Street, Liverpool 1 
Telephone 051-709 6912 

Cornwall 
Market Jew St Penzance Telephone 5828 

Snowdonia 
Capel Curig Telephone Capel Curig 232 

Bristol 
162 Whiteladies Road, Bristol 
Telephone Bristol 311157 

Postal Dept Wellington Place, Liverpool Rd, Manchester Tel 061-833 0746 

Of course we can't move mountains - but we sure can help 
people get up them - round them, or over them! 

We stock all the right gear
Call in some time or give u s a ring 

BRYAN G. STOl<ES 
9 Charles Street, Sheffield. 

Tel.0742.27525 
write now for our new catalogue 



TREVOR BRAHAM 
Born in India where he spent much of his boy
hood, Trevor Braham has explored and climbed 
for over thirty years throughout the Himalayas. 
In all he has made fifteen expeditions, some of 
which he has led, as well as innumerable 
shorter journeys. In this intriguing book he 
describes his experiences and his impressions 
of the Himalayan lands and peoples, from the 
period when all the major peaks were still 
unclimbed until recent times when the moun
tains have been opened up to great number of 
people. Few people know the Himalaya as well 
as Trevor Braham. This book, packed with 
information, will be of great help to any 
prospective traveller. 

£6.50 32 photographs and 14 maps 

GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN LTD., 
Park Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts., HP2 4TE. 

For climbing ice 

chouinard/salewa crampons 
Made by Salewa of Munich to Chouinard design 

we can supply 
everything but the mountain! 

"We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, 
Duvets, Waterproof Clothing. Plus over 40 Tents 
suitable for Mountain use. Names like : Karrimor, Se-ab, 
Clog, Stubai, Moac, Saunders, Blacks, Kastinger, 
Vango, Henri Lloyd, Helly Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, 
Snowdon, Peck, Hawkins, Andre Jamet, Bonaitti, 
Cassin, Simon, Viking Troll , Optimus, Point Five, 
Mountain, G & H, J.B. Salewa, M.S.R. & Camptrails. 

You will be dealing w ith experts- our technical 
adviser is Les Halliwell. Before buying your gear, 
write or phone for our EXTRAORDINARY COM
P ET IT IVE free price list. Large Mail Order Department. 
Barclay/ Access accepted. Most items immediate 
delivery. 7 day approval service. We have a special 
Contract Department for Club & Educational orders". 

Send to Dept. M002 

FIELD & TREK (equipment) Ltd 
25 KINGS ROAD· BRENTWOOD· ESSEX· 

Telephone: 0277 221259 
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BOMB SHELTER 
T.M. 

Another Jensen creation. Exceedingly 
stable two man tent. It doesn't flap in 
the wind . .. it hums. 

Send for free mail order brochure. 

Rivendell Mountain Works, 
Box 198, Victor, Idaho 83455 

Tel : (208) 7872746 

BIMASPORT 
Specialists in High Altitude Equipment 

Catalogue from sports stockists or on request from: 

HIMASPORT 4 Rue Michelet, 

Duvet Jackets 

Trousers 

Pieds elephant 
(all with down 
filled sections) 

Sleeping Bags 

Quilted 
Cagoules 

Climbing 
Jackets 

Waterproof 
Over-bag fo r 

Pieds elephant 

Waterproof 
Cagoules 

Waterproof 
Over-trousers 

Altitude Tents 

42120 LE COTEAU, (France). Tel. (77)71.45.68. 

Don't have a holiday 
next year. 

Have an adventure! 
The Thomas Cook Adventure Club 1975 

Thomas Cook Adventure Holidays really take you 
off the beaten track. To some of the world's more out-of
the-way places. 

You'll be in good hands, though, with leaders who 
are all authorities on their specific regions. 

In fact, many of them are well-known personalities. 
Spring Flower Trek to Nepal. 27 March-18 April 
By Air India from London to Delhi. Then on to Katmandu. 

From here by air to Pokhara where the trek begins. Then by foot 
to Henja, the Kali Gandaki Valley, the Ghorapani Pass, the 
Dhauligiri Range, Tatopani, Ghasa, Lete to Jhomosom, before 
making the return journey via the Deorali Pass. Fits in neatly with 
Easter school holidays. Led by David Sayers. £485* 

Bird Trek in Nepal. 5 April-27 April 
By Air India for Delhi. Then on to Katmandu. From here by 

Land-Rover to Betrawati, then continue along the Trisuli Gorge 
via Ramche, Dhunche, Sing Gompa and on to Syabrubensi, up to 
the high pastures of the Gatlang Valley before returning to 
Katmandu. Led by an experienced ornithologist. £450. 

* Prices sub1ect to aviation fuel surcharges. 

Notes for your diary 
Spring Flowers in Northern Greece-June· Pyrenees 

Adventure-September· Karakoram Trek -September· Walks, 
1n the Ka rako ram-September · Everest Trek-October· 
Annapurna Trek-October 

For further information and free broadsheets, apply to: 
Mr P. H. Delves, Thomas Cook Adventure Club, 

45 Berkeley Street, London W1A 1EB. Tel : 01·499 4000 ext. 633 . 



High quality equipment for an exact sport 

FortWilliamandGlasgow - Scotland 

Aletsch £25.00 Postage 30p. 

, , 

F.W.TYSON 
MOUNTAIN FOOTWEAR SPECIALISTS 
Market Place, Ambleside, Cumbria. LA22 9BU 

Since 1887 we have established a reputation as suppliers 
of high grade Mountain Footwear, and for the past six years 
we have concentrated our boot sales on the RAICHLE 
range. In 1971 we opened the first specialist RAICH LE 
SWISS MOUNTAIN BOOT CENTRE in Europe, and the 
range of boots we carry has the largest stock backing of any 
RAICHLE agent. Our staff have been trained by RAICHLE 
in SWITZERLAND, and our comprehensive catalogue will 
be sent free on request. 

ALETSCH. A boot for the experienced climber 
who requires the best. Uppers of grease 
impregnated reversed calf in one piece, fully 
leather lined. Padded ankles and tongue, with 
bellows inserted in the wrap over. Two full 
mid-soles and leather inner-sole, with ¾ heavy duty 
steel shank. Close trimmed VI BRAM "Yellow Spot" 
Sole. The price given below is guaranteed to 
readers of MOUNTAIN until December 31st, 
1974 only. 

service 
in Great Britain 
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ChouinardlSa/ewa Crampons Salewa Ice Screws 

Chouinard Pio/et 

Salewa Crampons 

Molitor Eis Boots 

Mountain Spectacles Winter climbing gear available from: 

THE GREAT PACIFIC IRON WORKS 
manufacturers of chouinard equipment P.O. Box 150, Vemura, Ca. 93001, US.A, 

Nut Protection Stacked Foxheads 

Stacking Nuts• Controlling Rope on a Windy Climb 
Nut Protection In Horizontal Cracks 

Our new Catalog and Gulde to Natural Cllmblng discusses these and 
many other pertinent climbing topics . It not only describes our gear and 
tells how to use it, but goes much, much further. There's an in depth analy
sis of current protection practices including the physical and mental pre
paredness, natural features, nuts, pins, and bolts. The issues of style that 
stem from the use of protection hardware are candidly dealt with. 

We've published this 70 page booklet to share with you our climbing ex
perience. Many useful techniques like Lap Coiling, Nut stacking, and Knot 
tying (including the Flemish Bend, Hedden Knot, and Tucked Bowline) are 
clearly explained and illustrated. Hammerless ascents, big wall climbing, 
and selecting and racking gear are but a few of the additional subjects 
covered . 

It all adds up to a process we call "Natural Climbing." For your copy of 
this informative booklet, send $1 .75 to: 

5050-M-Fox Street 
Denver, Colo. 
80216 
(303) 222-6164 

ub 

THE BIVOU~l . ~WIL WI 
Chipper,(§--....- -
Cates~ 

Pub 
MATLOCK BATH 

There are a number of optional extras when 
you visit the Bivouac - all designed to appeal 
'to climbers. 

THE BIVOUAC 
56 NORTH PARADE,MATLOCK BATH, DERBYSHIRE. 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30 am. to 6.00 pm. and Saturday and Sunday 9.00 am to 5.30 pm 

NOW AT 
99 GREAT WESTERN ROAD, GLASGOW. G49 AH 

Telephone 041 -332 5533 

High range 
Sports 

Salewa 
Clog 
Stubai 
Troll 
Karrimor 
Inter-Alp 
Cassin 
Kastinger 
Dachstein 

Buses and underground to 

St. George's Cross. 

CLIMBING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS 



los que son holgazanes 
son ragamente felices 

'Those who are idle are seldom happy· - Spanish saying 

..... in a Redline sleeping bag, the saying is 
untrue, or for that matter in any of the 

Mountain Equipment range of sleeping bags 
and duvets. 

Ask to see them at your stockist now. 

Mountain Equipment Ltd., George Street, Glossop, Derbyshire, England. Tel. 04574.3770 
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ultimate 
equipment 

tremes 

Ultimate shell clothing 
Ultimate climbers helmet 
Ultimate lightweight tents 

UK-Ultimate Equipment, WarkWor:th, Morpeth, Northumbe 
U SA-Rc>yal Robbins,Mountain Paraphernalia,906 Durant St, 

. . . 



81(3 WALL CLIMBING 
Development, Technique and Aids 

Doug Scott 

aditional down filled 
r resistant Fiberfill 
r details. 

An authoritative new book by the 
well-known climber, likely to be 
considered one of the most impor
tant books on the 'ethics ' and · 
purpose of climbing ever written . . 
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Information 

People 

In Memoriam 

Diamond Commentary 

Troll Wall in Winter 

The Changing Styles of Scottish Winter Climbing 

The East Face of the Grandes Jorasses 

The Cheddar Climbing Ban 

New Books and Letters 

Cover photograph 

Why the Seat Belt Issue Threatens Climbing 
The British Government's proposals to make the wearing of 
car seat belts compulsory, coming after previous 
legislation on crash helmets for motor cyclists, represents 
a serious development that all climbers should consider. 

Few people would contest that such measures save lives, 
but to be dazzled by this apparently compelling 'safety' 
aspect is to ignore, or fail to recognize, a far more 
fundamental restriction of freedom. 

Governments have both the right and the duty to legislate 
in order to protect citizens from the actions of others, 
but an important philosophical dilemma arises when they 
try to protect us from ourselves. Clearly, if the Government 
claims this right, as it already is doing in the case of motor 
cyclists and car drivers, then any activity which involves 
risk, and results in accidents and deaths, becomes a possible 
target for future legislation. Cyclists, swimmers, sailors and 
climbers could all be threatened. 
The Government found that it was impbssible to legislate 
effectively to stop suicide, and no doubt it would be 
equally difficult to prevent people from climbing, but 
some form of interference might nevertheless arise. We 
might expect such edicts as compulsory crash helmets and 
insurance and, with possible inside complicity, compulsory 
certification for all climbers. 
There appears to be a general social pattern emerging -
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The North Face of Mt. Huntington in Alaska, with the 
recently-climbed East Ridge on the left. 
Photo: Bradford Washburn 
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a crusading pursuit of safety for its own sake. Taken to 
its logical conclusion this trend could leave us with no 
sea bathing, very low speed limits, totally fenced-in roads 
with crossing allowed only at authorized points and, 
possibly, strictly regulated climbing . -

Clearly, this would be safety precaution gone mad, yet all 
of it could be justified by exactly the same argument that 
is being used in the seat-belt issue. 
By taking such measures, the Government changes from 
being a guardian to being a busy-body. It has crossed a 
Philosophical Divide. It should retreat. 
Reorganization of Mountain 
A major reorganization of Mountain is in progress and should 
be complete before the publication of our next issue. 
Mountain Magazine Ltd. is being taken over by Chris 
Brasher and John Cleare, who will become the new 
directors. Ken Wilson will remain Editor for a short period 
and will be replaced by John Porter early in 1975. Wilson 
will then become an Editorial Adviser. 
There will be no important changes in the magazine's 
policy. Mountain will continue to report and discuss high
standard climbing throughout the world, and great 
emphasis will still be placed on high literary and 
photographic standards. 
Advertisers, retailers and subscribers will be kept fully 
informed throughout this transitional period. 



Information 
Over-optimistic Everest S. W. Face project runs risk of press back-lash. 

G REAT ER HIMALAYA 

Everest: T he Finance D ilemm a 
Does the forthcoming Everest South -West 
Face Expedition stand any chance of 
success? This is a question that many 
British climbers are asking themselves, 
as Chris Bonington and his wealthy 
sponsors, Barclays Bank Limited, crank 
that whole tedious media bandwagon back 
into action after a two-year break. 
All previous attempts on the face have 
foundered below the Rock Band, in the face 
of logistical, climatic and physiological 
problems. The expeditions that took place in 
the post-monsoon period had a particularly 
hard time of it, so is there any reason to 
su ppose that this expedition (also a post
monsoon project) will fare better? 
The party is changing tactics in three basic 
ways : it is attempting a different route, at a 
slightly different time, with a bigger team . 
The aim is to push the route up the left-
hand side of the Rock Band, an approach 
clearly outlined by Doug Scott in his article in 
Mountain 26. Put simply, this involves 
tackling the Rock Band nearer to Camp 5, 
at a lower altitude and at a point where the 
difficulties appear to be less drawn out. 
This will leave what appears to be a long 
snow or ice slope and a steep snow-filled 
couloir, before the summit ridge can be 
gained. 
The time factor is critical: the party must be 
established at the foot of the face early in 
the season. This can only be achieved by 
tackling the lcefall and the Cwm at the end of 
the monsoon, which will greatly increase the 
avalanche risk. If the gamble works, however, 
the climbers will be poised to take advantage 
of any good weather that is going . 
Putting aside all ethical niceties, Bonington 
has increased the numbers of his team 
(in terms of both climbers and Sherpas) . The 
idea is to throw maximum effort at the face 
when the weather is good, and to leave no 
period of good weather unused . Again, 
this is a gamble, as more climbers could 
mean more logistical headaches and problems 
of morale and , of course, a greater chance 
of accidents. 
Then there is the question of the validity of 
the route itself. While regretting that the face 
is aesthetically so dull, one must concede 
thatt he physiological, technical and logistical 
problems do present something of a challenge. 
Also, the upper section of the face may be 
more complex and interesting than it appears. 
Indeed, there is a possibility that the top of 
the face is of a wholly different order of 
difficulty than is generally realised, and that 
a far more prolonged (and expensive) plan 
will be needed to climb it. 
There are, however, a number of ancillary 
considerations that should be g iven greater 
weight on this occasion . Many people in the 
climbing world , and a growing sector of the 
press, are becoming increasingly sceptical 
about the value of the project. Is such a 
route really worth the expenditure of 
£100,000 and should climbers remain so 
completely oblivious of this point, when 
the country and indeed the world are in such 
dire economic straits? To state that the 
money could not be diverted elsewhere is 
to avoid the issue. The fact is that involvement 
in such an extravagent project at this time of 

Above : One of the less flattering views of the South - West Face of Everest - the 'Ultimate 
Challenge' as some describe it. The solid line indicates the extent of explorations so far, and the 
dotted lines show likely routes of progress. The forthcoming British Expedition hopes to push the 
route up one of the left-hand alternatives, after having found a new site for Camp 5 somewhere 
in the area marked X . The face is grossly foreshortened which tends to minimise the size of 
the upper section . It may be that, Eiger-like, the top 2,000ft. holds serious obstacles on both ice 
and rock that appear less problematic when viewed from below. Tackling these , in the rarefied 
air and high winds experienced at 28,000ft., will constitute a formidable problem. 
Photo: Japanese Everest Expedition 1970. 

austerity lays the expedition , and indeed the 
whole climbing world, open to the charge of 
irresponsibility and frivolity in relation to the 
world about them. Have Scott, Estcourt, 
Haston, Macinnes, Bonington and the rest 
any right to ask for this fabulously expensive 
logistical pyramid to be erected in order that 
they should have another chance of tackling 
the last 2,000ft. of the route, at a time when 
their chances of success appear to hang 
completely on the vagaries of the fickle post
monsoon weather. What benefits in terms of 
personal satisfaction or mountaineering 
relevance can justify such expense for upward 
movement on a hill? Moreover, one has a 
right to ask how much this project relates to a 
pursuit of " the ultimate challenge", as 
Bonington puts it, and how much professional 
ambition has now got mixed up with it . 
The ironies of the situation refuse to 
remain in the background any longer. The 
members of the expedition freely admit 
that if the face is not feasible they may 
revert to the Ordinary Route. Understandably, 
few climbers would miss a chance of 
reaching the summit of Everest by any route ; 
indeed, hundreds of requests have been 
received from climbers wishing to join the 
team, but a success via the South Col would 
be unfortunate. It would allow the sponsors and 
the public to gorge themselves in a pathetic 
display of old-style nationalistic fervour, but 
as a mountaineering event it would be only a 
moderate achievement for such a strong team. 
The final irony is that, while Barclays Bank is 
busily bestowing its favours on one set of 
mountaineers, other expeditions have faced , 
and are facing, serious cash and equipment 
problems. One can hardly blame them from 
looking on a little enviously while the 
Everesters bask in largesse. Their own plans 

are being increasingly frustrated by the 
Bonington / Everest syndrome, which sucks up 
much of the equipment sponsorship and 
media attention available . Admittedly, 
Bonington's excellent organisation gives 
sponsors a fair return for their investment, 
without harming the image of climbers, 
whereas many other expedition leaders have 
been scandalously lax in fulfilling their 
obligations. It is also possible that this block 
busting type of expedition is undermining 
the emergence of a more broadly based 
expedition programme. 
Some improvements are being made, 
however. This time, an Expedition Management 
Committee has been set up to ensure that 
profits will be ploughed back into 
mountaineering, for the benefit of future 
expeditions. There is also talk of returning 
equipment and clothing to a pool that the 
B.M .C. proposes to establish . Thus a 
successful conclusion (a remote possibility) 
would please everybody, but a more likely 
outcome would be an embarrassing re-hash 
of the 1972 affair, with a few hundred feet 
gained and some ticklish explaining to be 
done to an increasingly sceptical press, when 
the expedition returns. The only resort in that 
event will be to fall back on the age-old 
British ploy of posing as a 'good loser' . 

Makalu Correction 
Our report in Mountain 37 incorrectly stated 
that the Austrians cast doubt on the 
Yugoslav claims to have reached their high 
point on the South Face . Subsequent 
enquiries have shown that the Yugoslav 
claims are beyond dispute, and the Austrians 
never doubted them. We can only apologise 
for any insult given. In the same news item 
we incorrectly named Helmut Hagner as 
Helmut Wagner. 
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Information 

Big ice routes on Mt. Kenya becoming popular. 
John Bouchard solos Heckmair/Kroner route on Grands Charmoz 

EAST AFRICA 

Mount Kenya 
The North Face of Mount Kenya is usually in 
condition during the June to October season, 
but, owing to persistent bad weather, most of 
the activity this year has taken place on the 
iced-up South Face, and in the last five 
months ascents of ice routes have dominated 
the scene. Interestingly, most of the 
significant climbing has been done by locally
based climbers in the course of short 
weekends. For the first time, climbers have 
realized that is is possible to leave Nairobi 
on a Friday evening, do a major route to the 
summit of Mount Kenya and return on the 
Monday. 
This season has seen the emergence of one 
of the finest routes on the mountain. 
Originally named Diamond Glacier Route by 
the first ascent team of Snyder/ Le Dain / 
Laulau (see Mountain 32), this narrow 
couloir which climbs the South Face to the 
right of the Diamond Cou/oir has now been 
named Ice Window Route, on account of the 
sensational 'window· which has to be cut 
through the icicle curtain at the lip of the 
Diamond Glacier, before entry to the Diamond 
can be made. The second ascent of the Ice 
Window Route (5) was made by lain Allan 
and Ian Howell ; later in the season a third 
ascent was made by John Temple and 
Alan Walker. 
The second ascent of the Diamond Cou!oir 
(6) was made by Ian Howell and Tony 
Charlton, who took only one day over it . 
The first winter ascent of the Direct Start 
to the South-West Ridge, now regarded as 
the fiercest ice climb on the mountain, was 
made towards the end of the season by Ia n 
Howell and Phil Snyder. The route, 
approximately 1,000ft. in length, has been 
graded 6, and it is reported to be more 
difficult than the Diamond Couloir. 
Howell and Snyder subsequently made the 
first winter ascent of the South Face Route; 
on the way they took in the first ascent of the 
ice-fall linking the Upper and Lower Darwin 
Glaciers. The ice -fall was graded 5 sup., 
while the rest of the climb was graded 3. 
Taking advantage of a few days of fin e 
weather on the North Face, a South Afri can 
party climbed the North-East Pillar of Ne/ion 
(5 sup., A2) in a startling eight hours. Past 
ascents of this route have all been made 
with one bivouac on the way. Later in the 
season, Barbara and Tony Charlton also 
climbed the route . 
It is worth mentioning that the hut which 
Ian Howell built on the summit of Ne/ion 
(17,022ft.), in 1970, is now playing the 
important role he originally intended it to 
play. Climbers generally make for the hut, 
and it has been used on every major ascent 
this season. 
Finally, it is perhaps not generally known 
that the Mount Kenya grading system is not 
always indicative of technical difficulties. 
The Diamond Cou!oir, for instance, which is • 
graded 6, would probably be no harder than 
5 in a purely technical sense. However, a 
grading of 6 has to be given, in view of the 
seriousness of the route combined with its 
altitude (the majority of the main lines on 
Mount Kenya begin at approximately 15,000ft. 
and finish at 17,000ft.). 
Correspondent: lain Allan 
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THE ALPS 

SUMMER 1974 

The Alpine season was mixed : long stretches 
of indifferent weather were interspersed with 
brief periods of good weather. Most activity 
was compressed into late July and early 
August. Of the routes mentioned here and in 
our last set of notes in Mountain 38, several 
deserve special comment. 
The most outstanding climb of the season 
seems to have been the ten-hour ascent of the 
Eigerwand, by Peter Habeler and Reinhold 
Messner. This has already been acclaimed in 
many quarters as a remarkable feat of rapid 
and inspired climbing . The ascent was all 
the more remarkable for the minimal period 
of training available to the climbers. 
Messner had just returned from high on 
Makalu (a type of trip generally supposed to 
be debilitating), and Habeler had just had a 
prolonged lay-off from high-standard 
Alpinism, during which he had concentrated 
on ski-instruction and guiding in the 
Zillertal. 
Hardly less impressive was the incredibly 
bold new route put up on the North Face of 
the Grand Pitier d'Angle by Japanese climbers 
Susumu Inoue and Shine Matsumi, who 
followed this with a rapid repeat of the 
Cecchinel/ Nomine Route. These were their 
first European climbs - an auspicious 
introduction that points to a high standard 
of alpinism in Japan. · 
A number of new routes were made in the 
Mont Blanc region, including some on 
previously neglected high-angle ice couloirs, 
but new route activity elsewhere appears to 
have been minimal. 
Soloists were rampant - particularly on ice 
routes. Robert Chere, Jean Afanassief, John 
Bouchard, Jean Claude Drayer, and 
particularly Nicolas Jaeger, were active in 
this field , Jaeger soloing several major 
routes during the season. 
Dome de Maige: North Face 
In early September, a new mixed route was 
established on the North Face of Pointe 
3666m., by Daniel Gigon and his wife, with 
P. Gabarou. 
Mont Blanc: Brouillard Face 
The Pilastro Rosso was climbed in eight 
hours by Laloue and Marcel Bize, and Ezio 
Lettery. The trio took a further seven hours 
to reach the summit of Mont Blanc. 
Mont Blanc: Brenva Face 
In early July, Marc Batard soloed the 
Diagonal Route (Azema / Char!et), taking just 
3½ hours from the Trident Hut to the summit. 
Masalu Susuki and a friend accompanied 
Inoue and Matsumi to the foot of the 
Cecchinel/Nomine Route, only to find that 
they had forgotten to bring a rope. 
Undeterred, they transferred their attentions 
to the Brenva Face and soloed _the 
Sentinelle Rouge. 
Aig. Noire: South Ridge 
Nicolas Jaeger soloed the South Ridge 
Integral, leaving the hut at 5.0 a.m. and 
reaching the summit at 1.30 p.m. 
Pt. Gugliermina: South-West Face 
The Mroz/ Belden Route was repeated by L. 
and M. Bize, J. M . Gambon and Petriguet, 
over two days in late July. 
Aig. Blanche: South Face 
The Oblique Spur (TD, 5 sup., A 1 ), which 
rises from the Freney Glacier to the South-

East Summit, received its first ascent from 
Patrick Olivet and Dominique Roulin . 
Mont Blanc du Tacul: North-East Face 
Nicolas Jaeger soloed the Gervasutti Pillar 
in 4½ hours, on July 28. 
Hayano Masao had a lucky escape while 
attempting to solo the Gervasutti Cou!oir. 
He was 700ft. below the top of the couloir, 
when he was swept 2,000ft. back down the 
route by a snow slip. Incredibly, he survived. 
He was rescued and taken to Chamonix 
Hospital with spinal and facial injuries. 
Aig. du Plan: North Face 
Jean Claude Charlet soloed his father's 
1929 route up the north hanging glacier. 
Grands Charmoz: North Face 
John Bouchard soloed the face, taking the 
Original Route and finishing up the 
Heckmair/ Kroner direct finish. 
Dent du Requin: East Face 
Bol Mazars, George Bettembourg and Herve 
Thivierge made a new variation {TD) 
between the Renaudie and Pitier des 
Lyonnais routes. 
Les Peraides: Pointe Simond 
Bernard Domenech and Elie Hanoteau made 
the first ascent of Stylist Pillar (D sup.) , a 
1,800ft. rock route rising from the Peraides 
Glacier on the west side of the chain. 
Aig. du Tacul: North Face 
Jean Afanassief and Patrick Cordier opened 
a new route on the North-North-East Arete. 
This is a Grade D route on rock and ice, 
with nearly 3,000ft. of climbing . 
Aig. Verte: Nant Blanc Face 
Nicolas Jaeger made the second solo ascent 
of the Charlet/Platonov Route in five hours, 
on July 29. 
Les Droites: North Face 
Abbe Louis Audoubert and Thierry Leroy 
climbed the Cornuau/ Davaille Route on 
July 26- 27, in twenty-two hours. 
Breche du Triolet: North Face 
The ice couloir leading to the breche was 
climbed in nine hours, on August 13, by 
Yugoslav alpinists Igor Galli and lgnatev 
Swhac. 
Mont Dolent: East Face 
Raymond Joris, Jean Troillet and Bruno 
Volat made a new route on this face between 
the Maya and Grepillon aretes. 
Marmolata di Rocca: South Face 
(Marmolata group) On July 16- 17, Janez 
Gradisar, Igor Herog and Tine Mihelic made 
a new route on the face (2,000ft., grade 5+, 
A3) , starting 150ft. to the rig ht of the 
Micheluzzi Route. 
Seconda Pala di San Lucano: East Face 
(Pala group) Alessandro Gogna, Giovann i 
Favetti and Flavia Ghio made a new route 
here (4,600ft., TD sup.), over two days in 
April. 
Quatro Pala di San Luca no: South Face 
(Pala group) Gogna, Favetti and Ghio also 
made a new route here (4,300ft., ED ; one 
bivouac). 
Grossglockner: North Face 
John Bouchard soloed the We!zenbach 
Direct. 
Other Ascents 
Various climbs were made in the Eastern Alps 
by home climbers. In the Dolomites, John 
and Geoff Myers climbed the North Ridge of 
Monte Agner in 6½ hours. 
Dave McDonald and Ken Rawlinson made a 
probable first British ascent of the Dito di 
Dia / North Face in the Sorapiss group. This 



Czech winter ascents of East Pillars of Sondre Trolltind and Breitind 
Strone Ulladale Scope repeated. Dewerstone under access threat. 

is the celebrated Comici/ Mazzorana Route, one 
of the earliest grade 6 climbs in the Alps. 
The pair did the route in seven hours, find ing 
the greatest difficulties in the first section, 
which was very sustained grade 6. 
McDonald and Rawlinson also climbed the 
Aste/Susatti Route on the Punta Civetta; th e 
route-finding turned out to be very straight
forward, and the route remarkably free of 
pitons. 
In the Karwendal, Adrian Burgess and Paul 
Moores climbed the Rebitsch/ Lorenz Route 
on the Laliderspitze. They reported it to be 
long, hard and sustained, with a very loose 
descent. There is a comfortable bivouac box 
on the summit ridge, close to the finish of 
the route. 
Correspondents: Contamine, Gogna, 
Bouchard, Rawlinson, Myers and Savenc 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Strone Ulladale 
The original route on the North-West Face, 
The Scoop, has been repeated by a 
Plymouth team, consisting of Deryck Ball, 
Andy Mahony, Paul de Mengel and Gordon 
Briggs, who were assisted by a three-man 
support team . They completed the climb in 
three days. Unstable rock was the main 
technical problem. A number of extra bolts 
have appeared on the first pitch following 
several abortive second ascent bids . On the 
first ascent, Doug Scott only used one bolt 
on the whole route. 
Carnmore 
Two new girdle traverse lines were climbed 
during one day last Easter. Both start from 
the Fionn Buttress area and work across the 
Upper Wall. Odyssey (1,700ft., HVS) was 
climbed by Paddy Buckley, Ted Maden and 
Mike O'Hara. It starts on the Left Wing and 
crosses Fiann Buttress high on the cliff. 
It then descends Green Corner, follows 
Dragon's main pitch and moves across to 
break through the roof of Gob, finishing by 
the Haston /Smith original route . 
The other line, Un-named, (1 ,200ft., HVS) 
was climbed by Martin Harris and 
Angela Faller. They followed most of Fiann 
Buttress, moved into the top of Abomination 
Groove and then descended th crux of 
Dragon. After this, the two girdles combined 
for a section through the roof of Gob and 
along the Haston / Smith finish, but Harris and 
Faller extended their line by traversing 
across to Carnmore Corner and working a 
finishing pitch up the right wall of that route . 
Fastcastle Head 
Gordon Davidson and Martin Moran 
established a new route, Cyclops (31 Oft., 
HVS, A2) , up the high wall to the left (south) 
of the main slab and descent gully. It is 
described as a good and interesting climb. 

WALES 

Little Orme 
Rowland Edwards and Ian Pomfret made a 
new route in the Amphitheatre. The climb, 
Glass Wall, (400ft., XS), takes a sustained 
line up the rock to the left of Quietus. 
Tryfan 
Edwards, with two Plas y Brenin students, 
W. Parker and C. Dent, made a new route up 
the walls to the right of Munich Climb. 

Entitled Berchtesgaden (270ft., VS) , the 
route climbs the fine wall just round from 
the start of Munich Climb to a stance on the 
edge, common with the original route. 
Munich then trends to the left, but Edwards 
climbed the wall to the right, rejoining Munich 
at the finish . 
Tremadoc 
Edwards and Paul Trowers made a new route 
on the Strangeways Buttress. Chain Gang 
(160ft., VS) starts up Alcatraz and traverses 
across the buttress to finish up the arete 
between Holloway and Strangeways. 
Cader Idris 
Only three of Bentham"s and Shaw's recent 
new routes on Craig Cau take the gully wall 
of Pencoed Pillar - not fourteen, as we 
reported in Mountain 38. 

YORKSHIRE/ DERBYSHIRE 

Gritstone 
On the Cow and Calf rocks at llkley, Ron 
Fawcett and Chris Gibb climbed a strenuous 
route called Hand Jive, (50ft., HVS), which 
takes the obvious horizontal crack on the 
same face as Milky Way. Fawcett also 
soloed Black Chipper, at Brimham, without 
using its notorious manufactured hold. On 
Almscliff, Fawcett made the second ascent 
of Livesey·s All Quiet. 
On Millstone Edge, Ken Wilkinson and 
Richard Thomas climbed Time for Tea (90ft, 
XS), which links up a series of cracks on the 
right side of Embankment Wall. 
Limestone 
At Ma/ham, Ron Fawcett and Chris Gibb made 
the first continuous ascent of Pumpwater 
meets the Hulk, a route that was originally 
climbed over two days by Pete Livesey and 
John Sheard . Fawcett and Gibb also made the 
second ascent of Clink on Trow Gill. 
On High Tor, Livesey and Jill Lawrence 
repeated Dream of Brown Donkeys. They 
eliminated the aid and described it as a 
very worthwhile route which, in its 
completely free state, is a little harder than 
Darius. 

SOUTH -WEST ENGLAND 

Access Threats 
The owners of Cheddar Gorge have recently 
erected a series of notices banning climbing 
throughout the year. This ill-advised move 
is discussed in detail on page 35. 
Another access threat is developing at th e 
Dewerstone, that admirable cliff on the 
side of Dartmoor. Here, the National Trust is 
trying to impose a permit system, on the 
rather vague grounds that it would protect the 
base of the crag from erosion and ensure the 
conservation of the immediate area. Only 
'bona fide ' groups, such as the Marines, the 
Army and the Scouts, would be allowed 
access, and " climbers outside such groups 
would be restricted". 
Knowledgeable local climbers claim that 
there is minimal soil erosion below the climbs 
and virtually no litter problem. The hundreds 
of tourists who use the area cause far more 
damage, and no restriction is proposed for 
them. 
It would therefore appear that this is an 
unwarranted attempt at restriction of climbers 
by zealous bureaucrats . It appears they 
cannot stomach people they cannot control, 
and their attitude in terms of who they 

Above: Ron Fawcett and Chris Gibb 

regard as 'bona fide ' climbers is indictive of 
t he whole official mentality when access 
issues develop. 

Polypropylene Ropes 
The B.M .C. has recently issued a confusing 
statement on polypropylene ropes. The 
statement advises that these ropes "cannot be 
relied upon to hold a falling leader". It then 
goes on to say that the ropes are suitable for 
sack-hauling and for use as fixed ropes, but 
are not suitable for top -roping (on, say, 
southern sandstone or climbing walls). No 
rope thicknesses are specified . 
Here, then, is yet another topsy-turvy 
statement from a well-intentioned body that 
appears on occasions to be hopelessly 
divorced from reality. Climbers will hardly 
fail to notice that if polypropylene is 
suitable for fixed ropes (and presumably that 
means in the average expedition situation) , 
then it must surely be adequate for top 
roping at Harrison's. 
Official statements such as these are taken 
seriously by Outdoor Centres, Schools. Local 
Authorities and the like, so novices can no 
doubt expect compulsory wearing of wire 
hawsers when they next go to practise on 
the local 15ft. climbing wall. 
Correspondents: Ball, Buckley, Edwards, 
Fawcett, Wilkinson and Doncaster 

Correction 
In our Cornwall notes in Mountain 39 we 
incorrectly stated that Rowland Edwards 
and Ian Pomfret had made the second 
ascent of Liberator. In fact this had been 
achieved earlier by Pete Livesey and party. 
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RECENT BRITISH CLIMBS IN THE NEWS Top left : Pete long on the 
second ascent of Phobos (XS) on Dove Crag. Photo: Ed Grindley. 
Top centre : Ron Fawcett on the first ascent of his route Moonchild (XS) 
on a newly developing limestone crag near Windemere. Photo: Al Evans. 
Above: Alan Rouse powering up the crux of Wonderwa/1 (XS) on Craig 
Gogarth. Photo: Leo Dickinson. Below left : Rowland Edwards on the first 

~ ascent of Oceanside (XS) a fine girdle traverse on Great Orme. Below 
centre: Jeff lamb and Ado Liddell during their recent ascent of the much
praised Dream/liberator connection in the Great Zawn. Photo: Frank 
Cannings. Below : Ed Hart making an abortive attempt to repeat Proctor's 
free version of the overhang on Phantom at Bosigran. Photo: Frank Cannings. 



People 
Jim Whittaker to lead K2 expedition. Al Alvarez turns novelist. 
Dennis Gray heads strong B. M. C. team from Manchester Univ. H. Q. 
Intense speculation about new Sports Council and P. Y. B. jobs. 

Poet turns Novelist 
Critics are not famed for their charity to each 
other, so when Al Alvarez's new book, Hers, 
appears this month, it can expect harsher 
analysis than is meted out to most first novels, 
since Al is himself a leading literary critic. His 
story centres around a fey temptress, mother 
of two, and her relationships with her ageing 
academic husband and the young student, 
Sam, who cuckolds him. Sam just happens to 
be a mountaineer, and it is his climbing which 
finally brings him back to sanity after this 
strange, exhaustive affair. 
To attempt a portrayal of the innermost 
emotions of a complicated woman is a 
difficult enough job for any man, but Alvarez 
may well have greater insight than most. An 
earlier book, The Savage God, (still selling 
well in paperback), documents the causes 
and effects of suicide, and established him as 
a writer with a sensitive touch and a deep 
understanding of emotional problems. 
Will there be more novels? "Certainly," says 
Al, "Having spent twenty years of my life 
reviewing other people's work, I think it is 
high time I got around to writing some of my 
own. Besides, as my climbing becomes more 
incompetent, I have to have something to put 
in its place! I would rather be known as 
'Alvarez, novelist' than 'Alvarez, poet and 
critic'." 

Kenyan Rescuer 
When Corporal S. Thumbi climbed Mount 
Kenya's Diamond Couloir with Phil Snyder 
last year, it was not only a fine first ascent, 
but also the first time an African climber had 
taken part in a new climb of such severity 
(it was later given a 6 grading). Corporal 
Thumbi, a National Park Ranger, is the leading 
figure of a small but growing group of native
born Kenyan mountain-rescuers. Their history 
has been brief. In 1970, Innsbruck Doctor 
Gert Judmaier lay for eight days on Mount 
Kenya's North Face, with an open fracture to 
his left leg and other minor injuries, there 
being no locally-organized mountain rescue 
facilities. An attempted helicopter recovery 
had resulted in a crash and the death of the 
pilot, Jim Hastings, and it was finally an 
Austrian team of crack climbers, specially 
flown out from Innsbruck with all their gear, 
that brought Judmaier to safety. Afterwards, 
the Austrian Government thought it wise to 
train some local recruits in mountain rescue 
and in 1971 twelve Africans, including 
Thumbi, were selected. Their basic rock
climbing instruction came from Chief Warden 
of Mountain Parks, Bill Woodley, and later 
Phil Snyder was engaged to continue the 
training. 
Only four of the original twelve have 
remained in the team, but new recruits have 
maintained the numbers. Thumbi writes : 
"The training has taken us three years and 
during this period I have been able to climb 
most routes and have been brave enough to 
lead the other members. Of all the routes I 
have climbed, the Diamond Couloir was one of 
my biggest achievements because of its 
severity. Another was during the Tenth 
Anniversary of Independence, when I 
participated in the flag-raising on Batian 
Peak to celebrate the occasion". 

Equipment Magnate for K2 
Outdoorsman Jim Whittaker will lead next 
year's American Expedition to K2. His eight-

Above: Al A~varez - follows suicid~ book with romantic novel. Top right: Corporal Thumbi -
perhaps the first coloured man to make a major first ascent. Bottom right: New B.M.C. 
strongman Dennis Gray. 

man team will include his twin brother Lou 
and his newly-wed second wife Diane ' 
Roberts is going along as photographer 
When, in 1963, Jim became the first 
American to reach the summit of Everest, he 
was accorded the same folk-hero treatment 
other Everesters have enjoyed. As a 
businessman, he prospered; in the 'sixties, he 
was one of the Kennedy circle (and, after the 
assassination of President Kennedy, led 
Robert Kennedy to the summit of an 
unclimbed Yukon peak, named in honour of 
his brother) ; as a conservationist, he is a big 
and influential noise, evolving a 'New 
Wilderness Ethic'; he has also been involved 
in a scheme for taking disadvantaged 
children, mostly black, from the central 
district of Seattle, his home town, into the 
wilderness for a period of weeks. Everything 
he does makes popular news - a recent 
profiler suggested he had "all the makings of 
The Candidate", and there has certainly been 
talk of more political potential. 
Whittaker, an imposing 6'5" figure, is now 
forty-five; he has been described as a simple 
fellow at heart, liking basically fresh air, 
freedom, exercise and companionship. He has 
certainly managed to make a fortune 
marketing his beloved Great Outdoors to an 
increasingly leisure-conscious society. For 
nineteen years he has been full-time manager 
of Recreational Equipment, a consumers' 
co-operative, set up by some mountaineers 
back in 1939 when they had trouble 
purchasing climbing equipment in the States. 
The Co-op, as it is known, now has 
390,000 members who each pay two dollars 
a year to receive its lush catalogue which lists 
2,000 items, many of them designed and 
manufactured in the company's own Seattle 
factory. The Co-op also operates a mountain 
travel agency, and a climbing school and 
guide service on Mount Rainier (managed by 
brother Lou). 

The company's first big success came with 
the Everest expedition in 1963 - Jim was 
chosen as equipment manager to the 200-man 
team and used a lot of Co-op equipment. 
Subsequently he has been able to double sales 
every three years or so, grossing close to 15 
million dollars last year. 
Whittaker's K2 team will leave Seattle by the 
end of April, to be at Base Camp by June 1. 
With the exception of his wife, none of the 
team is under thirty - Jim Wickwire and 
Galen Rowell being the youngest at 
thirty-three. 

SPORTS COUNCIL/8.M.C. AFFAIRS 

New jobs for old 
Dennis Gray's first action as B.M.C. General 
Secretary has been to advertise two new 
posts for his Manchester H.O., those of 
National Officer and M.L.T.B. Administrator. 
With some climbers expressing concern over 
the phenominal growth of the new-look 
B.M.C., seeing it as some kind of bureacratic 
marrow fertilized by Government funds, this 
may have seemed an ideal time to streamline 
the senior staff corps to two. "Yes several 
people have suggested that the National 
Officer is now superfluous," said Gray, "but 
it isn't so. He is needed to make arrangements 
for foreign exchange visits, mastermind the 
biennial National Conference and make 
arrangements for visiting speakers like 
Reinhold Messner, for whom we have 
arranged sixteen engagements for his visit in 
February. We also need someone on the 
various committees to draw the threads 
together, and someone to visit the member 
clubs and the Outdoor Centres - we 
get a lot of feed-back from'this." 
Obviously, to have the right rapport with club 
members and visiting climbers, the National 
Officer will need to be an active climber. 
Three people being discussed for the post are 
Pete Boardman, Gordon (Speedy) Smith and 
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Dave (Smiler) Cuthbertson, but there are 
several others in contention . 
The M .L.T.B. post is also a crucial one, 
with a possible choice between a rank and 
file climber, and a man more clearly associated 
with Outdoor Education . Many climbers would 
wish to see the former favoured, in order to 
keep a close scrutiny on possibly harmful 
developments in certification . Three 
favourites for the job are Instructor Dave 
Humphries, C.C.P.R. man Bryan Royal and 
Clubman Freddie Smith . Other changes 
being brought about by this reorganization 
include the phasing out of the Honorary 
Secretary's post (presently occupied by Dave 
Partridge) , and the appointment of a third 
Vice- President to add local expertise to the 
B.M.C.'s management team. This position has 
been filled by Rucksack Club veteran 
Eric Byrom, who, as a retired bank manager, 
will be able to advise on financial and 
administrative matters. 
The site that has been provisionally chosen 
for the new H.Q. is an office suite in the 
new Precinct Centre at Manchester University. 
The choice is good, as it should invest the 
B.M .C. with a fresh new image, and is close 
to the centre of Manchester without being 
dogged by parking problems. 
The whole milieu in which Gray and his 
colleages must operate is very fluid at 
present, and a series of inter-relating factors 
could greatly influence climbing and 
Outdoor Education in the next few years. 
Changes are expected in the Sports Council ; 
Plas y Brenin will soon get a new Director 
and, possibly, a new Chairman of its 
Management Committee ; Lord Hunt's 
Training Committee's report is expected soon ; 
and two new Government Inspectors for 
Outdoor Centres (George Lowe and John 
Huskins) have recently been appointed. All 
these changes could affect both the thinking 
and control of Mountain Training and 
Certification, and thus have an influence on 
the whole future of the sport. 
Radical changes can soon be expected at the 
Sports Council , with the return to power of 
its originator, Minister Responsible for Sport, 
Dennis Howell . Howell established the Council 
in 1965 and exerted a strong influence over 
it. The subsequent Conservative Minister, 
Eldon Griffiths, arranged that the Council 
should have a Royal Charter, effectivcly 

severing it from close Government control. 
Since Howell's return, Sir Jack Long/and 
(Vice-Chairman) has quit and, after rumoured 
frictions with the Minister, the Chairman, 
Roger Bannister, has handed in his notice. 
Long/and was replaced by John Disley, who 
was a member of the Council when it 
started, and who is also a strong favourite to 
take over as head of the Plas y Brenin 
Management Committee if proposed 
administrative reforms take place next spring. 
The man who will replace Bannister is more 
difficult to spot. It may be that Disley is also 
in contention for this job, and other athletes, 
such as Chris Chataway, Chris Brasher and Mary 
Peters have also been mentioned, though 
none seems to be a strong contender. 
Bureaucrats such as Walter Winterbottom, and 
the other Vice-Chairman, Sir Robin Brook, 
are possibilities. A number of footballing 
figures have also been named, such as Sir 
Alf Ramsey, Bill Slater and Ted Croker. The 
critical factor which will probably determine 
the choice is what sort of person Howell 
wants in the post - a strong capable 
administrator, or a public front-man to open 
Sports Centres and kiss babies, leaving the 
real control elsewhere. 
These Sports Council upheavals could affect 
mountaineering, particularly with regard to 
policy on finance. Apart from the B.M.C.'s 
budget, the Council has handed out nearly 
£40,000 to member clubs for huts, and has 
promised a further £5,000 next year to provide 
an expedition grant. In return the Council 
appears to hope that the B.M.C. and the 
M .L.T.B . will operate smoothly together ; 
training and certificates being tangible proof 
to the Council that their money is producing 
results. Indeed Certificates have now become 
so important to the Educators that if the 
service was not admin istered by the B.M.C. 
it is possible that the Department of 
Education and Science would try to operate 
its own certification programme, hiving off an 
appropriate amount from the B.M.C.'s budget 
to pay for it. 
It is therefore essential that there is an 
informed person on the Sports Council , who 
can both understand and sympathise with 
the various misgivings that climbers have 
about the growing influence of education in 
the sport. The only likely contender at the 
moment is John Disley, who once climbed a 

lot, but is now an all-round sports educator. 
Removing the B.M .C.'s headquarters to 
Manchester, whilst putting it in a better 
position to serve mountaineers, might well 
diminish its influence in stressing these points 
in the London-based Sports Council. 
The Directorship of Plas y Brenin will attract 
candidates from high-ranking posts in the 
training world, although the proposal that the 
job will henceforth be on a five year contract 
(with a slim option of a five year renewal) 
may limit applications. There is a broadly
based feeling that Plas y Brenin needs to be 
something like the French Ecole Nationale, 
and should be at the forefront of developments 
in the climbing world . Its failure to fulfil this 
role adequately in the past may have been 
due to the lack of enough fresh impetus, and 
it is proposed that in future staff will all be 
appointed on fixed-term contracts. 
Although the post of Director has yet to be 
advertised, there is intense speculation in 
Outdoor Education circles about who will 
apply, and who will finally be chosen to fill 
the post. Apart from the obvious technical and 
administrative expertise, together with the 
more outward-looking approach that is 
required, the candidate will have to be able to 
fulfil a role something akin to that of a ship 's 
captain. Maintaining morale and spirit in 
such a large and potentially disparate Centre 
will be the prime requirement, a factor that 
one has come to take for granted during John 
Jackson's long, and largely successful, reign . 
A whole galaxy of well-known figures might be 
expected to apply : Brian Grey, Roger Orgill, 
Barbara Spark, Rusty Baillie, Colin Mortlock, 
Roger Mansfield, John Baxter, Mike McEvoy, 
Ian Mc Morrin, Lyn Noble, Ron James, John 
Brailsford, Bill March - the list is endless. 
The sensitive salons of climbing opinion seem 
to be favouring Noble, James, Baillie and March . 
The posting is very important to the climbing 
world, because an influential person at the 
head of Plas y Brenin could affect the whole 
future of mountain training in Britain. 
In just the same way that Langmuir's and 
Harper's Glenmore Lodge has created a 
generation of keen, outward-looking 
instructors, who have strong links with the 
rank-and-file, so too could Plas y Brenin 
emerge from a period of institutionalism 
and play a new and exciting role in the 
climbing world of the next decade. 

BRITISH MOUNTAINEERING COUNCIL 
The B.M .C. is to " set up shop" in Manchester at the end of this year. 
We are looking for a lady with first class secretarial ability to act as 
Assistant Secretary to the Council. If she is a climber well and good; 
Janet Hall who has done a sterling job in London cannot move north 
herself but promises to help the new appointment all she can to pick 
up the threads. A first class salary will be paid to the successful 

applicant. The M.L.T.B. will also need staff on its move north in January, 
one lady with shorthand/ typing is a must, a second who is more a 
factotum is also needed. Again good pay and conditions are assured, 
and once again it goes without saying that mountaineering 
connections will be useful. 

Applications to Dennis Gray at 28 Silverdale Grange, Silverdale Park, Guiseley, Yorkshire, either in writing, or 'phone 
Guiseley 5846. All posts are located in Manchester. 

A great new book for all rock-climbers to enjoy 

HARD ROCK 
Compiled by Ken Wilson/Published by Hart-Davis, MacGibbon/£6.95 

available in bookshops and equipment stockists from December 9th 

Sixty of Britain's finest rock-climbs, each described in 
essay form by a noted climber/writer, and illustrated by 
technical diagrams and over 160 superb photographs. 

Contributors include: Paddy Buckley. Greg Strange. Ian Rowe. Robin Campbell. Paul Nunn. Allen Fyffe. John 
Porteous. Jimmy Marshall . Martin Boysen. Hamish Macinnes. Chris Bonington. Phil Gribbon. Doug Scott. Geoff 
Oliver. Allan Austin. Co li n Taylor, Ian Roper. Mick Burke, Harold Drasdo. Neil Allinson. Ian McNaught Davis. 
Richard Isherwood, Royal Robbins, Nick Estcourt, Les Holliwell. Pete Crew. Brian Wyvill. Jim Perrin. Tony Smythe, 
Ed Drummond. Dave Cook, Dave Nicol. John Porter, Nat Allen. Geoff Birtles. Mike Thompson, A l Alvarez. Frank 
Cannings and Pat Littlejohn. 

Climbs described include: Centurion, The Bat, Shibboleth. The Needle, Ichabod. Extol, Central Buttress. Kipling 
Groove. Cenotaph Corner, White Slab, Vember, Vector. Coronation Street, Bow Wall and many others. 
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EXPEDITION VEHICLE 
Ex-army Austin K9 converted ambulance. 

Good condition, low mileage, M .O.T. 
Many spares including four tyres. £395 

Telephone: 0492.640735 (Smith) 

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON MOUNTAINEERING CLUB 

present an illustrated lecture by 

DON WHILLANS 
Mt. Roraima- Lost World 
at the University Union, Malet Street, 
London W.C.1, Thursday Feb. 6, 
8 p.m. Tickets 50p at the door or in 
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I 3Jn Jiemor1am I 
~ By Ian McNaught-Davis ~ ' 
B g 
r;;J THE first time I attended an evening at the Alpine Club, bridging move saved the day. Then there is the poignant g 
r;;J I expected to meet muscled gents, ruddy from an epic memory of the bearded gravedigger leaning on his shovel, g 
B ascent of the Winklestock - risk-takers shortly to end their silhouetted against the setting sun, at the side of the hole r._'1 
B days in some desperate feat of frozen, high-altitude heroism, he had dug right at the top of what he called "Boot Hill". ~ 
r,:,c One by one the members arrived, stooped from the burden You might imagine, once the box has been lowered into i.:::.« 
i."'J of carrying too many ruck-sacks up to too many huts, its hole and the last handful of soil has followed it, or after © 
B limping from old Boer War wounds, eyes watering from too the electric motor has buzzed weirdly, dragging the coffin to © 
B much exposure to high-altitude winds. They greeted each the gas ovens behind the tiny swing doors, that it's all over. g 
B other with respect, and paid a shilling to a grumpy and aged Not on your life! We have only got through the Mourning g 
r;;] retainer, for a glass of tepid bottled beer. It was about as Phase; we still have a whole new scene to go at: g 
r;;J exciting as a Darby and Joan Club without Joan. At last it "What a great man he was , .. " g 
B was time for the lecture. Making myself invisible at the " .. . and a great climber . , . " r .. '1 
B back of the room, I looked down over the nodding grey "What a character ... " i.:::.« 
~ heads as the President took the chair. On the left, on a "We must remember him. Let's have a collection and © 
B curious velvet bench set parallel to the wall, sat the most build a Climbing University in his honour, or put a brass © 
B venerated, ancient and respected members, all of whom plaque somewhere. We must do something." © 
B sported walking sticks. By this time everyone is deliriously happy about the fact © 
B The President stood and, after some muttered ritual, that it is someone else who is in the grave or being grilled in g 
r;;] stared his audience right between the eyes. the ovens, and not them, Drink has brought on a mood of g 
r;;J "I very much regret to have to tell you of the death of euphoria in the survivors, and already we are deep in the g 
r;;J our fellow member, Claude Fforde, at the age of ninety-four. Remembrance Phase. g S Would anyone care to say a few words?" It is very important whilst you are still alive to establish r~ 
B He sat down abruptly and continued his stare. Everyone your claim to something significant, or you will end up with ~ 

seemed acutely embarrassed, concentrating on the polished a one-minute silence at a B.M.C. sub-committee meeting, or i.:::.« 
B toes of their lace-up shoes as they shuffled nervously. perhaps a bench overlooking your greatest first ascent in © 
B Suddenly, as the silence became unbearable, an incredibly Doverstones Quarry. And if you leave that to your friends © 
B frail member staggered to his feet . you will end up with one of those incredibly uncomfortable g 
B "Well, I never actually met Claude, or 'Bunty' as I believe and largely unused benches carved by some rural craftsman g 
r;;] he was known to his chums, but I recall that he did some in a remote Lakeland dale; it will never wear out, and g 
r;;J excellent climbs in the Plopsteinberge Alps in that very younger generations will stare at it, curse its discomfort, and g 
B good season in '08, or was it '09 ... ?" maybe wonder who the hell you were. A suitably inscribed ,:-, S A reassuring chorus of" '08" was shouted from the white stone set in the Club hut's dry-stone fireplace is popular in ~ 
~ heads at the front. Four members on the ancients' bench, certain circles, but this comes fairly low in the pecking order ij 
L.'.J already fast asleep and snoring gently, stirred and muttered of Remembrance - ultimate being to have a whole hut named i.:::.« 
B "Hear! Hear!". after you. But that has its drawbacks, too. As time goes by, © 
B The speaker went on: "I did correspond with him for a only the names are remembered, and few of the feats or © 
B time, and I can say what a splendid fellow he was and what character traits. Who was Charles Inglis Clarke, or R. 0 . g 
r;;] a sad loss it is for the Club." Downes, or R. W. Lloyd for that matter? g 
r;;J He sank back into his chair and an audible sigh of relief In the mountains themselves we discover plaques, stones g 
r;;J ran through the room as the President removed his special and shrines, where now long-forgotten climbers fell, and we g S solemn expression and introduced the fun part of the evening. will no doubt soon see the titanium plate pinned to the actual r~ 
B Of course this is the real bonus you get for being a member hold last used before Joe Bloggs fell to his doom. i.:::.« 
~ of the Alpine Club: as you hang on to that icy hold, I ,oooft. You may well sneer at all these memorabilia from the © 
B above the glacier, you can reflect on who will speak your monumental mason's stock, and say that they are converting © 
B eulogy and how many brave friends will break down and the hills into giant graveyards ( or 'marble orchards', as I © 
B soak the tattered A.C. carpets with their tears. believe they are now called) and the huts into hushed Chapels g 
r;;] But the repercussions of a death in the climbing community of Remembrance for the brave dead, but you will still be g 
r;;] go much further than that. Firstly, your name will be re- unable to escape those mourners who wish to convert you into g 
r;;J moved from the list of Active or Retired Members of the an eccentric cult figure like Menlove Edwards, to be studied g 
B Alpine Climbing Group, or G.H.M., and be transferred to and written about by every budding admirer. Who can g 
B the Dead Members Section, presumably for ever. Then suspect their motives? 
~ there is that moment of high drama - the funeral. These I used to think that the ultimate embarrassment would be © 
B ceremonies can be graded in terms of turn-out, location, to have a friend whose last pathetic request was to have his © 
B tears shed and, if you are very important, by whether or not ashes scattered from the summit of Ben McDoodle, in the © 
B there is a memorial service. Each great climbing burial is middle of winter. It is sad that reality would not be a few © 
B remembered for its incidents, not in themselves of real swirls of white dust being blown into a blue sky over © 
r;;] interest, but which, in the context of high grief, acquire a shimmering snowfields, but a handful of charred bones g 
B humour of their own. There was, for example, the vicar who flopping into the slush on a rain-driven day, with everyone g 
B couldn't find the grave; after a careful search of the cemetery soaked to the skin and thinking more of hot fires than of the g 
B in pouring rain, and followed by a retinue of mourners and now-departed loved one. ,:-, 
~ bearers, he finally approached the hole from the~ wrong side Perhaps the final stroke for remembrance is the intended ~ 
·~ over a pile of rubble. The bearers slipped, and for an last request of a good friend (happily still climbing) whose ij 
L.'.J incredible moment it looked as if the coffin was going to be ambition is to die at the age of 87, shot by a jealous husband, i.:::.« 
B hurled to the ground and its grizzly contents thrown without and to have his ashes ceremonially flushed down the famous © 
B ceremony into the muddy hole. Only a swift and skilful echoing toilet at the Alpine Club. © 
B g 
B g 
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The Diamond is one of America's highest rock walls. With an abundance of technical climbing 
above 13,000ft., it offers an alpine challenge that in poor conditions can equal that of the Dru, 
the Badile or even the Grandes Jorasses. Here, Mike Covington surveys the Diamond's 
history and its climbing problems. 
Rising above the Eastern Plains of North Central Colorado 
is one of the United States' more spectacular alpine ranges, 
the Front Range of the Rockies. The Front Range is 
characterized by a long chain of high mountains with 
summits reaching up several thousand feet above timberline 
and as much as 9,000ft. above the plains. The range is 
the result of an uplifted peneplane with a usual elevation 
of 11,000ft. above sea level. At its northern end, the average 
elevation is abruptly interrupted by an extensive uplift of 
11,000-14,000ft. peaks with steep easterly rock faces, 
numerous permanent snow fields, and a few remaining 
glaciers. On January 26, 1915, this part of the Front Range 
was incorporated into what has since been called Rocky 
Mountain National Park. 
The traveller approaching from the east finds his attention 
focused on the elegant and dominating massif of Longs 
Peak (14,255ft.). Viewing the mountain from the east leads 
one to believe that the summit is pointed. Actually it is long 
and flat. The otherwise pointed appearance is accentuated 
by a diamond-shaped mass of granite wall which falls 
away steeply from just below the summit scree slopes. 
During the years following the first ascent of the East Face 
and prior to its being named the 'Diamond', this illusive part 
of the face was refered to as the 'East Wall'. 
The Diamond rises above Broadway Ledge at the 13, 1 00ft. 
level. The wall encompasses 18 acres of vertical to over
hanging granite and is approximately 800-1,000ft. in length. 
The left or south side of the wall is marked by a vertical 
yellow buttress, later to be called the Yellow Wall. Its left 
side features a long white dihedral - the Obelisk - while its 
right side is broken by a sloping feature called the Ramp. 
Above the Ramp and to the right the rock is reddish in 
colour and almost always vertical to over-hanging. It is also 
not of such good quality as the rock on the Yellow Wall. 
Three-quarters of the way up the wall is a horizontal feature, 
called Table Ledge. 
The first attempts to climb the Diamond were made in 
1954; however the Park Service was sceptical over the 
feasibility of the climb and did not wish to involve the 
Rangers in case of an accident. Consequently, all interested 
climbers were refused permission to try the climb. At the 
time the Park Service exercised rigid sign-out procedures 
and the Diamond was off limits. These actions immediately 
thrust the Diamond into the limelight. Newspapers picked up 
the story and before long the Diamond and those attempting 
to route their way through Park Service politics were 
famous. What most affected the question of the climb's 
feasibility was the wall itself. Its size, its steepness, the 
elevation, and the unpredictable weather all contributed to 
give substance to the Park Service claims - at least in the 
eyes of many of its visitors. After the first ascents of the 
North-West Face of Half Dome and the Nose of El Capitan, 

in 1957 and 1958, the only argument left to disbelievers 
was that the Diamond had worse weather and was at a 
higher elevation. 
Finally, in the summer of 1960, permission was granted for 
Diamond climbing. Those who had expressed interest in the 
climb were sent applications to fill out. The first application 
returned and approved came from two Californian climbers, 
David Rearick and Bob Kamps. 
On July 30, 1960, Kamps and Rearick began their attempt 
on the Diamond. Their first day was spent hiking to the 
Chasm Lake Shelter Cabin, near to the base of the East Face. 
The following day they were greeted by their back-up team 
and in a steady drizzle they began ferrying loads up the 
North Chimney to Broadway. Due to the continued rain 
they all returned to the shelter cabin for the night. 

August 1 dawned clear and cold. Kamps and Rearick 
returned to Broadway via fixed ropes in the North Chimney. 
Their route above Broadway followed the most prominent 
line up the middle of the wall. While their back-up team set 
about improving a bivouac site beneath a small overhang, 
Kamps and Rearick began climbing on the wall. The pitches 
below the top of the Ramp were up moderately difficult 
mixed free and aid. After three pitches they were forced to 
return to Broadway due to threatening weather. In the 
morning they prusiked to their high point and continued to 
the top of the Ramp. Above the Ramp the rock takes a 
change for the worse, becoming brittle and blocky, and 
overhanging all the way to Table Ledge. Once above the 
Ramp, the pair realized that to descend from there would 
mean down-climbing. 
The weather seemed to be holding well so they continued 
upwards. The climbing mostly involved direct aid and 
became increasingly more difficult and strenuous as they 
progressed. One pitch below Table Ledge they discovered a 
small ledge on which to spend the night. Before darkness 
arrived they managed to fix some of the next pitch above 
their airy perch. 
On August 3, the weather continued to hold. Kamps and 
Rearick were up early, anxious to finish the climb. They 
returned to their high point and continued on to Table Ledge, 
setting up a belay in a small cave. Above them the crack 
widened into a wet and icy chimney. Rather than deal with 
the icy obstacle, they made a short traverse to the left a 
little way above Table Ledge, and followed this for about 
200ft. before traversing back right into the original crack 
system. Another pitch of moderately difficult chimneying 
and the pair topped out, becoming the first to climb the 
Diamond. The route was named Diamond 1, sometimes 
called the Ace of Diamonds. Four bolts were placed to 
reinforce otherwise poor belays and it was rated V, 5.9, A3. 
Subsequent parties have felt the nailing to be a little harder. 
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Below: A view from The Diamond, looking down to Broadway and the Lower East Face of Long's Peak. 
Photo: Walter Fricke . Right: The Diamond, somewhat foreshortened, with the network of routes marked: 
1. Curving Vine; 2 . Diamond 7; 2a . D Minor 7; 3. Black Dagger; 3a. Forrest Finish; 4 . Yellow Wall Route; 
5. Grand Traverse; 6. Diamond 1; 7. Jack of Diamonds; 8 . Enos Mills Wall; Ba . Dunn / Westbay Variant; 
9. Done Route; 10. Its Welk; 11 . Christopher Robin; 12. Waterhole 3, Recent routes ( exact line unknown); 
8 . Obelisk Crack; C. Snively/ Hesse Route. Photo: Mike Covington 

In early August 1962, Layton Kor, after losing two partners 
from illness, descended from Broadway to Chasm Lake 
Shelter and recruited support team member Charles Roskoz . 
The pair then returned to Broadway via fixed ropes in the 
North Chimney and prusiked to the high point Kor had 
reached the previous day. Their route was up the middle of 
what Layton had named the Yellow Wall. The Yellow Wall 
is perpendicular from bottom to top. The crack systems 
don't run as straight as those on the right side of the wall , 
but the rock is usually excellent to climb on and its flakes 
and edges lend themselves well to free climbing as well as 
to the use of a variety of aid techniques. 

It was late in the morning before Kor and Roskoz were able 
to resume climbing above the fixed ropes. It was too late a 
start to try to reach the top that day and, not having a 
hammock, they were hoping to find a ledge for the night. 
As evening approached Layton led a delicate A4 traverse to 
the right, reaching a broken area with an exposed view of 
Ramp several hundred feet below. Fifty feet higher they 
found a suitable ledge on which to spend the night. In the 
morning Kor led up to Table Ledge, a crack at this point, and 
then on up the steep headwall above to the base of a large 
roof. This was turned on its right side in one pitch of 
difficult free climbing. Sixty feet more and Kor and Roskoz 
had completed the Yellow Wall route and the second ascent 
of the Diamond. No bolts were placed and the route was 
rated V, 5.8, A4. The Yellow Wall route was the first of a 
long series of outstanding climbs on the Diamond for Kor. 
In July 1963, Kor joined up with Californian Royal Robbins. 
First they did the second ascent of Diamond 1, in one day 
from Broadway. Climbing in equally fine style on the following 
18 

weekend, Kor and Robbins completed a new route just to 
the right of Diamond 1. The new route, Jack of Diamonds, 
was also done in one day. No bolts were placed and it was 
rated V, 5.9, A4. Although the Diamond has been climbed 
faster in more recent times, Kor and Robbins hold the real 
speed records. These were two very remarkable ascents born 
out of a keen sense of adventure and style which both 
climbers have displayed throughout their careers. 
Many new routes and other significant accomplishments 
have been added to the Diamond since the Jack was 
completed, but by then the wall and its idiosyncrasies were 
much talked about and generally known, thus decreasing 
the unknown factors which early ascent parties had to cope 
with. This is not meant to downgrade the wall for almost 
anyone who accomplishes the Diamond is humbled by it, 
and those that aren't have more than likely rated their egos, 
certainly not the climb. Although it is possible to climb the 
Diamond without getting caught in a storm, it is this factor 
coupled with the altitude and serious technical nature of the 
routes which has kept interest in the wall over the years. 
In the summer the sun leaves the Diamond around noon. 
By 1.30 or 2.00 p.m. the clouds begin to swirl about the 
face and within half-an-hour thunder and lightning begin 
a ritualistic bombardment of the exposed areas. Except for 
near the summit, the Diamond is relatively safe in this 
respect. Electricity has been known to make one's hair 
stand on end, and sparks sometimes leap from the hardware, 
but this is because of the vertical nature of the crack 
systems. 
Mid-June of 1973 saw a remarkable climb by Daniel 
McClure and Mark Hesse. Climbing on a new route on the 
right side of the wall, they managed to reach a good ledge 
after a violent thunder storm demolished a large roof near 
the summit directly above them, and sent it firing through 
the air to explode on Broadway beneath them. Thinking it 
to be an afternoon storm, they continued above their ledge 
the next day only to be overtaken by another storm in the 
early afternoon a short way below Table Ledge. Within a 
matter of minutes rain turned to snow and winds lashed the 
face encasing everything in ice. McClure tied off in the 
middle of his lead and fought his way back down the 
frozen rope to Hesse. They set up their hammocks under a 
plastic tube tent to escape the weather, wet and frozen. 
They were held prisoner there for two days unable to go up 
or down. Finally, in the late morning of their fourth day on 
the wall, the storm began to wear out. They chipped the ice 
from their equipment and struggled upwards, reaching the 
summit in the late afternoon. With swollen fingers and toes 
they hobbled down off the North Face, finally reaching the 
ranger station around midnight. 
In winter the Diamond and Rocky Mountain National Park 
in general take on absurdly difficult proportions. Winter 
temperatures may range from zero to -50°, not including 
the wind factor which is almost always present. The wind 
is the key deterrent to climbing in the Park in winter, yet at 
the same time it presents an interesting challenge in itself. 
Recent wind studies near to Longs Peak have recorded 
winds of up to 200 m.p.h. at which time a 1 ¼ inch diameter 
steel pipe, used as a measuring device, was bent. Frequent 
gusts of 150 m.p.h. have been recorded, and on one 
occasion the wind blew at 96 m.p.h. for an hour. 
The winter sun reaches the Diamond for about an hour in 
the early morning. December and January are the worst 
months for climbing in the area. Occasional good weather 
spells come in mid February and March, but these rarely last 
more than a few days. Winter presents a considerable 
logistics problem to climbing the Diamond. If it weren 't for 
the Diamond's accessibility, siege tactics during winter 



would be commonplace, but because of its accessibility and 
shortness the use of siege tactics eliminates the problem, 
thus side-stepping the original challenge. 
In early March of 1967, Layton Kor and Wayne Goss 
finally got the opportunity they had been waiting for; they 
returned to Broadway after climbing Lambs Slide to the south 
end of Broadway and traversing this for over a thousand 
feet back north to the base of their proposed new route 
directly above the North Chimney. After a night on 
Broadway they jumared up 60ft. of rope they had left fixed 
on a previous attempt and began climbing. Although a high 
pressure system had moved in and the skies were 
relatively clear, the cold was intense. Climbing into the 
night, Kor managed to reach the top of a near vertical 
accumulation of powder snow. The moves were desperate, 
but once they got to the top they had a place to sit for 
the night. 
At night the lights of the cities illuminate the Eastern Plains. 
Near the top the views to the south and north unveil 
themselves to enhance the already dominating presence of 
exposure. The heavens offer a comforting contrast when the 
stars are visible - seemingly close enough to use as hand 
holds. Their second and final day on the wall sapped them 
both of their strength and nerves. The climbing was 
awkward and hard, and the cold was very nearly unbearable. 
Darkness again overcame them, but Kor, in one of those 
remarkable efforts for which he had become so famous, 
reached up into the darkness and began jamming his frozen 
hands and feet into a crack which he couldn't nail , and 
struggled to the top. Goss soon joined and they moved up 
to a small shelf suitable for the night. In the morning they 
descended the mountain. The route and wall to the right of 
the Yellow Wall was later named after Enos Mills, founder 

of Rocky Mountain National Park. No bolts were placed 
and the climb was rated V, 5.7, A3. 
The winter climb was Ker's last really significant contribution 
to climbing. Retirement was near. Except for a brief visit to 
Broadway in 1969, he never returned to the wall again . 
On August 1, 1969, word reached Park Headquarters that a 
climber, Kordel Kor, Laytons cousin, had fallen in the 
vacinity of the Grand Traverse route, and was on Broadway 
in serious condition. Unexpectedly, Layton was yanked 
back into the climbing world. 
At Broadway, Kordel was assisted by Park Rangers and a 
research Doctor from the Hopkins Clinic in Baltimore, 
Maryland, Dr. Shepard. Miraculously, Kordel survived the 
night and in the morning he was strapped into a litter while 
Layton and Park Ranger Walter Fricke prepared to escort it 
down the 700ft. drop to the glacier. Part way down, the 
single cable on which the litter was being lowered became 
wedged in a notch near Broadway. Kordel, in his 
unconscious state, had managed to free an arm and was 
trying to escape the litter. Layton and Walter were left 
hanging in the air, unable to get good footing; it was all 
they could do to keep Kordel from jumping out. In 
desperation, Steve Hickman, Ranger in charge of the rescue, 
hit the rock with his hammer where the cable had become 
stuck, finally freeing it. None too soon, for Kordel had 
nearly worked his way free. 
The litter was met at the glacier by Dr. Sam Luse, a local 
physician who has saved the lives of several climbers. 
Kordel had stopped breathing. He was revived by mouth
to-mouth resuscitation several times before some oxygen 
arrived. He was then placed aboard a helicopter and flown 
to a Boulder hospital, where he regained consciousness 
two weeks later. 
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MAIL ORDER STOCK LIST 
also available at our London and Brighton shops 

BOOTS 
Scarpa: Sella £13.90 ; Trento £15.80; Monte Rosa £22.95 
Dolomite: Egger £21 .99 ; Lavaredo £29.99 ; Walker (double) 

£51.55 
Galibier: R.D. Super Guide £29.95 ; P.A. Varappe £9.95 

RUCKSACKS 
Karrimore Frames: Shorty £4.45 ; Totem £8.10; K2 £9.20 ; 

Orienteer Mk. 111 £11 .90 
Karri more Pack Sacs: Everest Orienteer £8.75; Annapurna 

£10.95 ; Totem Senior £11 .90 ; Randonneur £14.75 
Karrimore Climbing Sacs: Pinnacle £5.80 ; Aiguille £10.80 ; 

Joe Brown Extendable £14.85 
Berghaus Climbing Sacs: Dorsal (small) £10.95 ; Dorsal 

(large) £13 .95 ; Cyclops £16.95 

SLEEPING BAGS 
Mountain Equipment: Scafell (4Ib 4oz) £15.50; New 

Dolomite (3Ib 12oz) £24.05 ; Lightline (1 lb 12oz) £27.30 ; 
Snowline (2Ib 13oz) £34.25; Redline (3Ib 7oz) £43.68 ; 
Everest (3Ib 14oz) £53.20 

Point Five: Orion (1 lb 15oz) £26.60; Mountain (3Ib 10oz) 
£33.65 ; Sierra (3Ib 9oz) £39.70 ; Northern Lights (4Ib 3oz) 
£44.90 

DOWN JACKETS 
Mountain Equipment: Down liner Jacket (2Ib 2oz) £23.06 ; 

Annapurna (1 lb 11 oz) £30.93; Snowline (2Ib 2oz) £34.17 ; 
Redline (2Ib 10oz) £40.74; Dolomite (2Ib 8oz) £22.97 ; 
Cerro Torre/ Dacron (2Ib 8oz) £23 .05 

Point Five: Brenva (2Ib 5oz) £24.60; Thermo/ Dacron (3Ib 3oz) 
£24.90 

TENTS 
Vango Force Ten: Mk. II FW (6Ib) £44.90; Mk. II LW (Sib) 

£41.75 ; Mk. Ill FW (Sib 6oz) £52.25; Mk. Ill LW (10Ib) 
£48.00 ; Mk. Ill SW (13Ib) £45.85; Mk. IV LW (12Ib 4oz) 
£55.20; Mk. IV SW (13Ib 8oz) £51 .85; Mk. V SW (17Ib 8oz) 
£62.40 

also from Ultimate Equipment; Robert Saunders and 
Fjallraven 

WIND PROOFS 
Peter Storm; Henri Lloyd; G and H Products; Ultimate 
Equipment 

ROPES 
I nteralp: 11 mm x 45 metres £22.95; 9mm x 90 metres £37 .95 
also from Mammut, Joanny and Edelrid 

HARDWARE 
Clog ; Troll ; Chouinard ; Cassin ; Stubai 

London Shop opening hours 9.00-
18.00 Monday to Saturday and until 
20.00 on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from October to March 

Brighton Shop opening hours 9.00-
17.30 Monday to Saturday 

alr2ine 
512Q[!§ shops in London and Brighton 

309/311 Brampton Road, London S.W.3 Tel. 01.584.7766 

138 Western Road, Brighton. Tel. 0273.26874 

Important Ascents on The Diamond First Ascent 
Route Date Personnel Time/ Grade 

Diamond 1 1960 Dave Rearick and Bob Kamps 2 days 
1963 2nd ascent: Layton Kor and Royal Robbin s 5.9, A4 

Yellow Wall 1962 Layton Kor and Charlie Roskoz 1 ½ days 
Route 1967 2nd ascent : Dick Erb and Bob Summers 5.8, A4 

1971 Barbara Euser and Ian Wade (female ascent ) 

Jack of Diamonds 1963 Layton Kor and Royal Robbins 1 day 
1972 2nd ascent : Jim Dunn and Ray Jardine 5.9, A3 

Grand Traverse 1964 Bob Boucher and Pat Ament 2 days 
1971 2nd ascent : Bill Forrest and Ray Jardine 5.8, A3 

Diamond 7 1966 Larry Dalke, Wayne Gross and George Hurley 1 ½ days 
1967 2nd ascent : Roger Briggs and Jim Logan 5.6, A2 
1970 Egon and Johanna Marte and Mike Covington 

(first female ascent of The Diamond.) 
1971 Royal Robbins, Steve Roper and Mike Covington 

(6½ hour ascent from Broadway - fastest ascent) 
1973 1st winter ascent : Gary Neptune and Paul Parker 

Curving Vine 1966 Pete Robinson and Mike Covington 1 ½ days 
1969 2nd ascent : Walter Fricke and Charlie Logan 5.6, A3 

D Minor 7 1967 Rick Patrilo and Bob Bradley 5.7, A3 

Black Dagger 1967 Wayne Gross and Roger Dalke 1 ½ days 
1967 2nd ascent: Bill Forrest and Gary Garbert 5.7, A3 
1974 1st winter ascent: Dakers Gowan and Mike Monger 

Enos Mills Wall 1967 Layton Kor and Wayne Goss (first winter ascent 2 days 
of The Diamond) 5.7, A3 

1972 2nd ascent : Jim Dunn and Billy Westbay 

Forrest Finish 1970 Bill Forrest (first solo ascent of The Diamond) 3 days 
5.8, A3 

Walter Hole 3 1971 Kris Walker (solo) 2 days 
5.5,A2 

Done Route 1971 Jim Dunn and Billy Westbay 1 t days 
5.7,A3 

Christopher Robin 1972 Kris Walker 2 days 
5.6,A3 

Its Welx 1973 Dan McClure and Mark Hesse 4½ days 
5.8, A4 

Un-named 1974 Doug Snively and Mark Hesse 5.8, A4 

Obelisk Crack 1974 George Hurley and Phil Fowler 1 day 
5.8, A4 

In July 1970, Bill Forrest became the first man to solo the 
Diamond. He followed the Yellow Wall route for two days 
before striking out on a new variation one pitch below 
Table Ledge, finally reaching the top on the third day. 
Soloing the Diamond is no easy undertaking. It's 
exhausting, nerve-racking work, but Forrest stuck with it, 
becoming the first to master the wall alone. In 1971 and 
1972, Kris Walker soloed two previously unclimbed lines 
up the right side of the wall. 

The first woman up the Diamond was Johanna Marte. She 
was accompanied by her husband, Dr. Egon Marte, and 
myself. 

Besides a few new lines still to be done, other immediate 
challenges may include an all-girl ascent of the wall, a 
winter solo, and perhaps even an all-free, all-clean ascent. 
New challenges may also be found in trying to repeat routes 
with chocks only. Many of the Yellow Wall routes may go 
all-clean. There is also the inevitable girdle traverse of 
Table Ledge, although the line is a bit ridiculous, as would 
be the climb. 

The Diamond has over the years become a symbol of 
alpine big-wall climbing in the United States. It requires a 
high proficiency in technical rock climbing skill, and may on 
occasion require considerable mountaineering background. 
As with the big walls of Yosemite, the Diamond frequently 
attracts climbers who are more interested in having climbed 
the Diamond than in preparing for it. Fortunately such 
attitudes have not yet got anyone killed, but they are 
responsible for the presence of numerous useless bolts on 
routes which previously had none. No Diamond routes have 
required bolts to connect crack systems. The years ahead 
promise some exciting firsts . Once these have been 
accomplished there will always exist the opportunity for 
good climbing and companionship, coupled with great 
adventure and the ever-present scenery. Park Service 
restrictions concerning Diamond climbing have been reduced 
to a simple sign-out procedure. 

SUMMARY 
Colorado: Long's Peak, East Face A brief history of important ascents of The 
Diamond - one of America·s highest and most alpine rock walls. 



Troll Wall in Winter 
by Tadeusz Piotrowski, translated by Halina Cieplinska Bojarska 

I was first acquainted with the winter characteristics of 
Norwegian mountains, in particular the Romsdalen, in 1972. 
I took to these wonderful mountains in an attempt to break 
away from the enchanted circle of the Alps and the 
Dolomites, and was greatly pleased to discover that their 
winter exploration was still in its initial stage and had not 
got beyond easy peak climbs : the greatest problems, equal 
to the Alpine routes and sometimes even surpassing them, 
had not been attempted . 
In my climbing enterprises I have always looked for original 
and new solutions. The greatest climbs in the Alps are now 
only copies of the old patterns. Everything had been done 
there, and I wanted to try something new and atypical. So, 
in the winter of '72, four of us went to Norway - Andrzej 
Dworak, my partner from the Grand Pilier d'Angle of Mont 
Blanc, Wojciech Jedlinski, Ryszard Kowalewski and myself. 
Our trip was very successful : we made the first winter 
ascents of the Fiva Route on Store Trolltind and of the 
Trollryggen Pillar. 

On that first visit, the gloomy Trollveggen wall cast a 
spell on me, and I gazed in awe at its bristling overhangs. 
Later, having read some guide books, my initial enthusiasm 
cooled off a little: all the routes required several days of 
climbing. Nevertheless, I left Norway with a picture of the 
wall deeply embedded in my memory ; I could not shake off 
the idea of returning one day to attempt the greatest of 
those climbs. But first I had to realize other plans - Hindu 
Kush and the ascent of Noshaq, in February 1973 - a new 
outlook on the High Mountains. 
March 1974 found me in Andalsnes once again, in the 
company of four friends - Marek Kesicki, Kazimierz Glazek, 
Wojciech Kurtyka and Ryszard Kowalewski . Our aim was the 
first winter ascent of the North Face of Trollryggen by 
French direttissima. Previously we had successfully 
attempted the greatest free climb of the region and now we 
were going to make the greatest artificial climb there. 
Our plans gave rise to fierce polemics in the Norwegian 
press. Basically, the Norwegians were unhappy about the 
type of extreme climbing proposed, especially as they were 
not prepared for that sort of stuff. Lack of any rescue party 
made it impossible for them to come to the assistance of 
climbers in trouble on the enormous faces of the Trolltind 
massif. The newspaper Dagbladet shouted its opinions in 
great headlines : "Away with the Romantic Death during 
Climbing", "Snowstorm may be Catastrophic for the 
Alpinist-Suicides" . There was also talk of the " Climbing 
Circus", which meant in fact " Mr. Heen's Climbing Circus" . 
Nearly all the articles expressed disapproval of the 
development of extreme winter climbing and voiced deep 
concern for what would happen when it became a fact. 
But, to be fair, it must be admitted that this atmosphere only 
prevailed at the beg inning of our stay ; later on , the critical 
voices calmed down, finally turning into a choir of praise 
after the climb had been made. Even the hostile Dagb/adet 
changed its point of view, admitting that the climb was not 
so mad as it had at first seemed to be. 
The beginning, however, did not promise us the final 
success. We were welcomed by miserable weather: 
persistent rain and snow. White frost and green outcroppings 
of ice covered the face . The whiteness of the overhangs, 
frozen over with snow, discouraged us, and we no longer 
hoped for success. 
A week passed and the sun appeared ; a strong wind blew 
along the Romsdal Valley. It was terribly cold, but during 

Right: The North Face of the Trollryggen, variously called the Troll Wall 
or Trollveggen . Circles indicate bivouac sites used by the Polish 
climbers and the dashed line indicates the original French line . 
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Left: Kurtyka on the big overhang on the third section. Right: The beginning of the traverse of the fourth section, on the final day. 

those windy days we began to attack the face. Our tactics 
were ordained by the weather conditions. We decided to fix 
ropes on the initial section of the face, because it seemed 
foolish to hang in etriers some scores of metres up from 
the foot of the face, when three weeks of climbing waited 
for us. From the beginning there were great technical 
difficulties: the rock was covered with snow and the cracks 
were filled with ice. We wasted a lot of time cleaning the 
rock and looking for the cracks. On the first section we 
followed the French descriptions and we found the bolts 
they had mentioned. We fixed ropes on the whole section, 
taking five days. Our base was in Fisherhytte, two kilometres 
from Fiva Farm. 
On March 7, all members of the party started climbing the 
face. We had about 700Ibs. of equipment, including 3000ft. 
of rope. The food and butane accounted for most of the 
weight. We had to allow for long periods of waiting on the 
face, if the weather deteriorated, and we calculated that our 
supplies would provide for eighteen days of climbing . But 
those ten full rucksacks were to prove a curse : each haul 
was a torture, hard toil leading to terrible fatigue and delaying 
the pace of the climbing . 
On a steep snow slope above the first overhang we managed 
to chop out a narrow platform ; here we pitched two tiny 
tents in which we could spend a night quite comfortably. 
Above our heads was the next overhanging section . From 
the route descriptions and previous examination of the face, 
we gathered that above the overhangs •there would be 
ledges on which we could establish the next bivouac. So we 
decided to continue with our previous tactics. Every morning 
two climbers started to climb the next section and fix 
ropes on it, while the remainder rested. The following day 
the next party would climb the fixed ropes to the high -point 
and then continue with the ascent. But the rhythm we 
established of daily coming and going was broken by an 
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accident: an explosion occurred during the routine 
changing of the gas container in our gas stove . Glasek, who 
was doing it, got some serious burns, and a tent and a 
sleeping bag were completely destroyed. There was only one 
way out of the situation - to transport the injured climber to 
the foot of the face. It was a difficult and dangerous task, 
and it took us a whole day. 
So our party was reduced to four. On March 12, we wound 
up our former base and moved it and all the equipment to 
the ledges above the second section. As we had anticipated, 
it was possible to pitch tents there. We climbed this 
section by way of the variant made during the second 
attempt on the route . 
The most difficult part of the route was still before us -
a section closed with overhangs. Once we had climbed it 
there would be no possibility of retreat : either the face 
would be ours, or we would belong to it. We stuck to our 
former tactics, although the strain involved in climbing the 
fixed ropes and abseiling became greater each day. The face 
was becoming more and more overhung, so that all up and 
down movements took place without any contact with the 
rock. We had to put our trust entirely in the rope, which, 
2500ft. above the foot of the face, seemed like a mere 
cobweb. After each abseil we had to pull ourselves several 
metres to the face itself. 
Then came what we had most feared - deterioration in the 
weather. Sudden snowfalls became more and more serious . 
Along the whole width of the face there were slides of 
powder snow. Preoccupied with the climbing itself, and 
protected from avalanches by the huge overhangs above, I 
did not at first notice what was going on around us. Only at 
night, during abseiling , did I fully realize how serious the 
situation was. Devoid of natural protection, I found myself 
in the midst of swirling whiteness. The light of my torch 
failed to penetrate the thick snow curtain, and I could see 



' l. 
Left: The bivouac under the overhangs of the third section. Right: On the rocks of the fourth section - the Polish Direct Finish. 

nothing. We managed the abseil solely through intuition. 

It snowed till morning . During the night our tents caved in, 
and we were completely drenched. The whole of the next 
day was devoted to drying out. At noon, the sun appeared 
from behind the clouds and the weather became fine. We 
looked longingly at the nearby slopes of Store Trolltind, 
bathed in sunshine. We stood in desperate need of the hot 
rays, but they never reached us. 

It was impossible to establish a third bivouac above the 
overhangs of the third section. We found only a smooth 
slab, with one crack for weak pitons. At nightfall we 
withdrew under the overhangs. We spent that long night on 
two tiny ledges, with ropes tying us to the rock. 

Another day of our fight against the face began, and we 
made a serious decision: we would aim straight for the 
summit, taking the middle section of the face. We found the 
last piton of our predecessors, marking the point at which 
they had traversed to the right and to the couloir on the 
neighbouring English route. But we wanted to climb on by 
our own variant, to make the route a real direttissima. 
It was a murderous day for us, and the difficult climbing 
lasted late into the night. Transport of the equipment and 
establishing a bivouac took some hours, too, and it was 
6.0 a.m. before we got to sleep. 

March 19 - our thirteenth day on the face: we began it like 
gamblers playing poker. Six times va banque - we threw 
down nearly all our equipment, most of the ropes and 
extra clothes. We retained only the indispensible minimum 
of climbing equipment, together with the crampons and 
axes needed for the descent. We still had about 700ft. to go 
for the summit. We had to concentrate to avoid being 
caught by the unlucky thirteenth bivouac. 
Without heavy rucksacks we were able to climb much more 
quickly. Near the summit, the slope of the face grew more 

gradual and we were able to leave our etriers and climb 
free. We moved up quickly, racing the twilight. At 9.0 p.m. 
we reached the summit. There we had a short rest, before 
beginning the long trek back to lsterdal. 
In the articles that were published after our return, nobody 
mentioned the mad 'alpinist-suicides'; instead, everyone 
wrote about our great achievement and the beautiful 
adventure we had had on the Trollveggen wall. 
The Romsdalen region is a very attractive area for winter 
climbing. A whole gamut of problems awaits those who 
care to attempt this most difficult form of alpinism. 
Everything is there, from easy snow routes to extreme climbs 
on the North Face of Trollryggen. However, winter puts 
great demands on climbers, and this region abounds in 
frequent snowfall which, in conjunction, with high 
atmospheric humidity, results in the rock being covered in a 
thick layer of ice. On the Trollryggen Pillar we had only 
250ft. of rock climbing on a 9000ft. route; the rest was 
regular ice-climbing of the highest Alpine standard. It is 
these very difficult natural conditions that make winter 
climbing in this area so valuable. I would like to encourage 
everyone to visit these wonderful mountains in winter -
every climber will find something to match his ability. The 
Norwegian mountains wait for you. 

SUMMARY 
Norway, Romsdal. Trollryggen: North Face The first winter 
ascent of the North Face (Trollveggen) by the French Direct Route. 
March 7 - March 19, 1974. Tadeusz Pietrowski, Marek Kesicki , Wojciech 
Kurtyka and Ryszard Kowalewski. This ascent ranks as one of the most 
important big-wall climbs of recent years. 
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Left to Right: The Vent/Northern Carries (top); Cresta/Ben Nevis (Bottom); Observatory Ridge/Ben Nevis; The Chancer/Hell's Lum Crag; Scuth Post Direct/Craig Meagha1dh (top); Window Gully/Creag an Leth-chom (bottom); Point Five Gully/Ben Nevis. Photos: Scott, Ferguson. March. Geddes. Ferguson. Cleare and Campbell 
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The Changing Styles of , cottish Winter Climbing 
Allen F~ffe comments on the recent J,velopments 1n Scottish Winter Climbing 

Variously described as "one of the most esoteric backwaters 
of mountaineering" or "a world of primitive delight", 
Scottish winter climbing, after years as a minority sport 
has recently begun to exert its strange appeal on more and 
more climbers. From being a pastime for those who 
couldn 't ski or find warm rock to climb, it has become an 
almost international attraction . The reasons for this are 
vague and varied. The search for something different, 
something a bit more demanding ; the advent of better 
communications, both physical and literary ; the development 
of improved techniques - all these factors have changed 
the Scottish winter scene considerably . But it was the 
developments in technique that did most to bring about this 
new wave of enthusiasm for what was normally a cold, 
muscle -aching grip. The new methodology, which now 
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goes under the general term of 'front-pointing ', has 
developed over the past five winters to become the 
accepted way of climbing ice. 

Previously, ice was attacked with an ice-axe (usually 
blunt), and a ladder of steps of various shapes and sizes 
was hewn up the offending obstruction . To quote Jimmy 
Marshall , one of the finest exponents of this 'traditional ' 
approach : "It is an art form, and self -expression is rare 
indeed in mountaineering . It only becomes a mountaineering 
skill when you have the ability to cut a few gross or to do 
without when there isn't enough ice." This system sufficed 
for about eighty years, permitting winter ascents to be made 
of almost all the major gullies, chimneys and ice-falls, 
together with many of the major buttresses. But it had its 

drawbacks : it was time-consuming and it demanded a fair 
degree of tenacity. A grade 5 climb, for example, would 
take between five and eight hours, a long time to spend in 
a gully in the face of avalanches, falling ice chips, spindrift 
and retreat ing circulation. Crampons, when they finally took 
over from nailed boots, made a difference : steps no longer 
had to be cut everywhere, and most snow slopes could be 
quickly dealt with. In fact front-pointing of a sort was 
practised : easy-angled ice was often climbed using the two 
forward-pointing and the first two vertical points, which 
gives a fairly stable platform. But this technique was 
generally confined to short pitches, easy angles, or sections 
of ice near the top of a pitch when it was used as a last 
resort before falling off due to lack of strength ! Coupled 
with the then limited ways of belaying on snow or ice, 

plus the generally poor protection, it failed to make winter 
climbs any more attractive to those of a normal frame 
of mind . 

The technique of climbing steep ice without the use of 
steps was developed by several people at about the same 
time . Various ideas were tried and the best features of each 
combined to produce the most satisfactory method. The 
two names most closely linked with these advances are 
those of Yvon Chouinard and John Cunningham. 
Cunningham, while working in Antarctica, spent some time 
practising on ice 'boulders', trying to climb solely on 
crampons. He succeeded in demonstrating that ice at 
angles of up to about 70° could be climbed on crampons 
alone, with the hands being used solely as aids to balance 
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or to take advantage of natural holds. He was helped in this 
by the then recently developed Salewa crampons with the 
inclined front points. Providing they are correctly tapped 
into the ice, these crampons will simply penetrate further 
when weight is applied, giving good support. However, at 
angles above about 60°, most people require some form of 
hand-hold, and for this Cunningham used ice-daggers. His 
technique on steep ice was to hammer in one dagger as 
high up as he could reach . Then, using the two front points 
on each crampon, he would move up to, and past, the 
dagger. With crampon points in the ice and a straight arm 
pushing down vertically on the dagger, the whole process 
was then repeated with a second dagger, the first removed, 
and so on up the ice. Before this method was superseded, 
Cunningham and Bill March did Zero Gully in six hours - a 
fast time at that date - and climbed The Chancer, a short 
but very steep, bulging ice-fall, as yet unrepeated. The 
advantage of this technique was that it speeded things up 
by eliminating the need for step-cutting, and at the same 
time made the most efficient use of crampons. But there was 
a disadvantage: a hammered-in dagger has a tendency to 
cause dinner-plating in the same way as a drive-in peg. 

In the same year, 1970, Yvon Chouinard and Doug 
Tompkins visited Scotland to climb winter routes. They 
were equipped with Chouinard's crampons, first produced 
in 1968 and designed for use on ice without steps, and his 
curved hammers, which, due to their design, would grip in 
ice. The method of crampon placement adopted by 
Chouinard and Tompkins differed from that of Cunningham 
in that more emphasis was put on the flat placing of the 
crampon points, instead of relying solely on the front 
points. The Americans did some good routes, showing what 
the new tools could do. They hammered home the message 
by climbing Raven's Gully (grade 5) and adding the first 
winter ascent of the Direct Finish . 
In the course of this winter tour, the hammers were shown 
to various interested parties and quickly adopted by some. 
The wily Macinnes rapidly modified the idea and produced 
a hammer with an inclined pick, calling it a 'Pterodactyl' 
because of the head's fancied resemblance to that of the 
prehistoric creature. By the end of the 1970 winter season, 
the new tools and the concept of step-free ascents were 
ready for the next year. Coupled with the newly developed 
dead-man for snow belays, and the Salewa tube screws for 
more secure ice protection, this meant that all was set for 
a real advance. 

The 1971 season started with the usual routes being done 
by a mixture of front-pointing and step-cutting. On the 
whole, however, despite rumblings from the converted 

Below: Pinnacle Face on Lochnager. Photo: Greg Strange 
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Cunningham and March, most people seemed sceptical of 
the new techniques. They were much discussed, but little 
practised . Then came a climb which changed a lot of 
opinions - the second ascent of Gardyloo Buttress, the 
much vaunted Smith / Marshall route, first done in 1960. The 
ascent, in a fast 4½ hours, came not from one of the 
traditional 'ice-men', but from the then generally unknown 
Mick Geddes. It was a convincing demonstration of the 
effectiveness of the new technique and equipment, when 
competently used. At about the same time, Macinnes, 
Spence and Fyffe moved on to the faces and climbed 
Astronomy (grade 5), using the prototype 'Terrordactyls' 
(the name had by then been adapted for commercial 
purposes). Then, in April, these new tools sounded the 
death-knell of step-cutting: Cunningham and March did 
Point-Five Gully in 2½ hours, and Kenny Spence took two 
comparative beginners up Gardyloo Buttress. It was the 
start of the end for those mythical grade 5's that could only 
be done by muscle-bound, masochistic Scots. 
In the years following these events, progress has been made 
in a fairly standard fashion. In 1972, the last of the hard 
traditional grade 5 routes was repeated: Orion Face Direct 
was climbed in 5½ hours by Geddes and Alan Rouse during 
one of their determined weekend trips from Cambridge, 
which they often hitch-hiked. New routes also appeared : 
Steve Docherty and Norrie Muir, despite their various 
wrangles with the S.M.C. in general and the custodian of 
the C.I.C. hut in particular, over their 'illegal' use of the hut, 
managed to climb Left-Hand Route ; and Rab Carrington 
and Rouse picked off the companion Right-Hand Route, 
taking a belay in slings at one point. Both were grade 5 
climbs, almost 1,000ft. long, following VS summer lines up 
the Minus Two Buttress. Hard climbing, poor protection and 
considerable length mark these notable climbs. The Minus 
and Orion Face areas by this time held the greatest 
concentration of hard winter climbs in Scotland. 
On Creag Meaghaidh, '59 Face Route had a repeat ascent 
and was then soloed in two hours by Rouse. The same day, 
but starting late in the afternoon, the torchless Geddes set 
off to solo the North Post. Arriving at the summit plateau in 
gathering gloom, he was unable to find the descent gully 
and was forced to descend to the road on the far side of the 
mountain. A forced march, a bivouac in a car, and a weary 
walk back up the glen brought him back to his starting point 
by next morning - a remarkable solo effort. 
With the new techniques, even grade 5 could be soloed. In 
1973, more routes appeared, and classic climbs such as 
Point-Five Gully and Zero Gully became trade routes. Ian 
Nicholson and Dave Knowles set off up Zero one morning, 
but neglected to rope up. An hour later, Nicolson emerged 
at the top, shortly to be followed by Knowles. The pair then 
descended to Point Five, where Knowles picked up another 
climber to do that route in fast conventional style. 
Nicholson, on the other hand, climbed the route in fifty 
minutes and then descended to the Fort for a lunch-time 
drinking session! This was probably one of the best 
mornings of winter climbing ever seen on the Ben, or 
anywhere else in Scotland for that matter. 
In 1974, several more good, hard, new routes appeared, and 
the last major gully on the Ben, Minus One Gully, fell to 
Colin Stead and Ken Crockett. 
In brief, then, the progression involved first the repetition 
of routes of high repute by a handful of climbers who 
then went on to look for hard new routes of their own; 
and second, the popularization of these once-awesome 
routes. Although much of what has been quoted is limited to 
Nevis, this only reflects the overall pattern. Nevis sees a 
great deal of activity, by virtue of its reputation, size and, 
in recent years, conditions. But the same progression took 
place in other areas, such as Creag Meaghaidh, the 
Cairngorms and the North-West. On Lochnager, the Mecca 
for east coast ice climbers, there was a good deal of activity. 
Almost all the grade 5 climbs, such as Parallel Gully B, 
Parallel Buttress, Eagle Ridge and Polyphemus Gully, had 
several ascents. Tough-Brown Ridge had a second ascent, 
and the Black Spout Pinnacle was climbed via Pinnacle 
Face, perhaps one of the hardest winter routes in the 
Cairngorms. Whenever good conditions arrived, reputations 
and climbing times fell fast. 



Black Spout Buuress/lochnager; Shallow Gullv/Lochnagar; Sellars Buuress/Sgurr nan C/ach Gae/a; The Pumpkin/Creag Meagha,dh. Photos: Strange (3) and Schwartz 
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Emerald Gully/Bienn Dearg; Tom Pacey on new route; Creag an Dubh Loch. Photos: Riley. Cleare and Strange 
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Now, few grade 5's more than four years old remain 
unrepeated, new grade 4 's and 5's are appearing each yea r, 
and more people are climbing these higher standard routes. 
As things stand, Scottish winter climbing is far more 
popular than it has ever been, with an increase in the 
number of ascents made, and a proportionately greater 
number of harder routes being done. People with a fair 
degree of rock -climbing competence can take easily to 
front-pointing and use it well on steep ice. The comparison 
between front-pointing and slab-climbing is often made - in 
both cases, good technique and confidence in the tools can 
take one a long way. 
The days of long apprenticeships, hacking the way up the 
grades to the harder routes, are over. A bit of practice, a 
few easier routes and then it's queue-up at the foot of the 
nearest grade 5 gully. This, however, is the drawback. Good 
ice is fairly easy to climb - a series of repeated moves 
interspersed with rests and runners; but bad, rotten or thin 
ice is much more difficult to deal with, particularly when 
experience and technique are lacking. Although more grade 5 
ice climbs than ever are being done, proportionately more 
falls are being taken . And these, surprisingly, occur not at 
the hard sections, but at places where the snow or ice has 
let the climber down by refusing to hold the hammers. The 
parallel between rock -climbing and ice-climbing is growing 
much closer, particularly in view of the similarity in style 
needed to overcome bad rock or bad ice. Being able to 
climb ice means that and no more ; winter climbs can 
involve much more than ice. 
Following the thought that ice is ice, it becomes obvious 
that straight ice-climbing leads into a cul-de-sac if taken 
to extremes. Opportunities to develop pure ice routes are 
limited in Scotland. Most of the larger lumps of ice were 
climbed years ago by step-cutting ; all that remain are 
smaller, less obvious, and perhaps less predictable, ice-falls. 
They may be no less hard or serious, but they don't 
constitute last great ice problems. They could always be 
climbed by step-cutting, given enough time and effort. 
All that front-pointing has done is to reduce the time 
required for steep ice pitches to an acceptable level. The 
future lies in winter climbs, as distinct from ice routes, 
and indeed this is the way that things have developed over 
the past few winters. After most of the major gullies had 
been climbed, the main buttresses were climbed in the 
traditional manner, producing such superb routes as Eagle 
Ridge, Sticil Face and Orion Face Direct. Now, however, to 
obtain something new, a different type of line is being 
put up. Not, as before, natural continuous lines of snow or 
ice, or the natural route up a buttress, but thinner, more 
tenuous ways - thin, discontinuous grooves, corners, 
cracks and slabs. So long as it ices-up, it's fair game for a 
winter ascent. The big VS faces are now attracting the 
attention of those with an interest in first ascents. All are 
climbs which, besides requiring snow and ice -climbing 
experience and skill , demand a high technical rock-climbing 
standard and competence in the use of modern gear. In 
short, they are hard summer routes done in winter conditions. 
As more and more people discover the limitations of pure 
ice routes, this more open type of climbing will probably 
become more popular. Compared with most gullies, the new 
climbs are generally technically more interesting, and more 
demanding, varied and exposed (and, being more liable to 
variation in conditions, they give a suitable 'out' without 
the 'psyche' attached) . Scottish winter climbing faces a 
future much the same as that of British rock-climbing : 
climbs will get harder, shorter, more crowded and more 
obscure. The resources are limited in some respects, but the 
saving feature is that a route, especially a hard one, is never 
the same twice : easy routes can be desperate, hard routes 
pleasant, and there is any amount of variation in between. 
This naturally brings up the question of how best to define 
true winter conditions. On easier routes and in gullies, it 
is usually fairly obvious if a climb is in condition or not. 
Face routes, however, are more complex - being white 
doesn't necessarily mean it's in good condition. The best 
definition that I have heard for a route in true winter 
condition is that it is easier climbed with crampons than 
without. Here, of course, the onus is on the climber to be 
truthful with himself and others, particularly with regard to a 
first ascent. 

Grading is another problem with winter routes . The old 
1 to 5 system is now barely adequate. For a start, routes 
are given their grade for 'average' conditions, which may 
or may not be found . All routes vary according to snow or 
ice build-up, particularly in grades 1 to 3 ; grades 4 and 5, 
although they also vary, will be hard under almost all 
conditions; and, like Scottish VS, grade 5 can cover a wide 
range of difficulty. However, a Scottish grade 6 has not 
yet appeared, at least not on paper, although a Canadian 
one has. Calgary-based climbers, such as Bugs McKeith, 
have climbed some extremely long, hard, steep ice routes, 
tak ing several days in some cases. But it is a matter of 
debate as to whether a pure ice route can give the 
necessary rise in technical standard to grade 6. The issue is 
further complicated by problems of access and retreat, 
which are a feature of the Canadian routes, but are not 
found in Scotland. Any increase in Scottish grades must be 
in technical terms, as no other factor capable of influencing 
the grade exists. 
To be effective, a true grade must represent a concensus 
of opinion over several seasons. The problem is that many 
of the recent routes have not been repeated, and few people 
have climbed a large number of grade 5 routes in all the 
main areas. There are several possibilities regarding the 
form of a new grading system : a completely new 1 to 10 
grade ; use of a half-grade ( e.g. 4/5 for a route harder than 4, 
but not grade 5) ; the addition of a number or letter to 
denote the main difficulty, be it length, seriousness, angle, 
technical difficulty or whatever (e.g. Zero Gully would be 
grade 5S [serious], while Parallel Gully B would be grade 
5T [technical]) ; or simply the use of a written note and the 
word 'winter' added after the summer grade. What is now 
needed is discussion by interested parties to attempt to 
devise a more meaningful set of gradings. 

Another question that has caused some debate is that of 
gear. Which pick is best, curved or inclined? And what type 
of crampons should be used? In fact, these are basically 
matters of personal choice and what a climber gets used to 
- as all do the job. Chouinard crampons are best for pure 
ice, while Salewa crampons are better for mixed climbing ; 
Chouinard and Salewa hammers are superb on good ice, 
but an adze and a shaft with a spike (as on Terrordactyls) 
are better on poor ice and snow. Most people learn to climb 
with the tools they first get, and come to prefer them. As 
long as ice -climbing gear is kept sharp and properly used, 
questions of arc and radius of swing and so on are of merely 
academic importance. Equipment will no doubt become more 
sophisticated, varied and expensive, but it all really depends 
on what the climber wants it for and how he uses it. 
So what advances have been made in the past few seasons? 
More people are doing harder routes of the gully/ice-fall 
type, and in faster times than previously. Many of the 
classic grade 5 gullies and buttresses are regularly climbed 
and no route stands above the rest in terms of fearsome 
reputation . Most of the better new routes are in the 
higher grades, and the trend towards more open face routes 
is evident. Things will soon reach the stage where any 
summer route that holds snow and ice will be worth doing 
(Needle, Steeple, Centurion, Sassenach, Dagger, Mousetrap, 
Trapeze, and perhaps even Shibboleth, may be routes of the 
future). The number of people pioneering new winter routes 
is still fairly small , but growing. In general , progress is 
being accompanied by a higher number of chancers and 
peelers. 
Whether or not these advances would have come about 
without the radical changes in approach and technique is 
now of minimal importance. Front-pointing is here to stay, 
not only in Scotland but in all areas where ice is climbed. 
The one indisputable fact is that, used properly, it does make 
ice easier, quicker and safer to climb ; paradoxically, it 
has speeded up the move on to faces, where the hammers 
are perhaps less useful and climbing ability is the main 
factor. 

SUMMARY 
Scotland An appraisal of the last four years of Scottish winter 
c limbing since th e introduction of new techniques and equipment. 
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The East Face of the 
GrandesJorasses 
by Joe Tasker 

I couldn 't make the break ; dreams I had had the previous 
year under the shadows of icy north faces just hadn't 
materialized : dreams of canoeing down the Danube or 
riding camels across sunny sands. Instead, it was the usual 
marathon drive across France, the expectant arrival in 
Chamonix and the unplanned but inevitable encounter with 
Dick Renshaw, alone and looking for a partner. It doesn 't do 
to fight one's fate and for the fourth consecutive season we 
arranged to climb together. 

The previous year Dick had been muttering about some 
impressive face he had once seen from the top of the 
Petites Jorasses; but double boots, lines of overhangs and 
pitches of 6 in the guidebook, forestalled any serious attempt 
to climb it. In the intervening year, however, that 
mysterious face on the Grandes Jorasses had come to 
dominate my thoughts, and Dick confessed that he, too, 
had been drawn back to Chamonix mainly by the idea of 
that route. 
He had already done some climbs, one of them on Les 
Droites. Unable to shake off the 'north face addiction ', he 
had tasted once more the chilly, storm-troubled bivouacs, 
hazardous retreats and eventual withdrawal before success. 

In preparation for the East Face of the Grandes Jorasses, we 
decided to try the American Direct Start to the West Face 
of the Petit Dru, partly as a test route and partly because it 
represented the longest and most challenging line up the 
Dru. We had a two-line description, passed down through 
several hands, which ran : "Climb the initial slabby walls to 
the 150ft. 'Winking Crack' pitch, climb this and the fissure 
line above to the junction with the orig inal West Face 
Route". It was a magnificent climb of 4,000ft, but in 
retrospect that is all I can remember of it, too; fissures 
and corners through great, sun-soaked granite walls; 
black birds wheeling round in the sky, looking for crumbs 
of food, and lazy, joking bivouacs. Afterwards we tumbled 
down the short-cuts through the woods below 
Montenvers, back to the camp-site, and began to think 
about that East Face on the Grandes Jorasses. 

Gervasutti had had a long -standing obsession with this 
face ; over a period of several years he returned again and 
again, with various partners, to try to find a way up through 
the walls of compact granite and over the bands of 
overhangs. On his fifth or sixth attempt, in 1942, 
accompanied by Giuseppe Gagliardone, he finally 
succeeded, after numerous narrow escapes and adventures. 
It was another ten years before the climb was done again, 
this time by Pierre Julien and Michel Bastien, who, lost on 
the complex face, found a variant line, forcing a very hard 
exit up the overhanging walls at the top, with two 
pitches of A3. 
The face, hidden at the top of a remote glacier cwm, 
remained unclimbed after that, but somehow an aura of 
difficulty and sacredness grew up around it. When one 
envisages doing such a climb, one is reduced to a state in 
which, against all reason, confidence in one's abil ity and 
the likelihood of success dwindle away. 

Predictably, it didn't come easy, this climb. The first time 
we tried it, we spent two nights in the hut waiting to see 
which way the weather would turn . When it snowed, w e 
went back down, trying to forget the ~ruelling walk up to 
the hut that we would be doing again as soon as the weather 
improved. We hung around Chamonix, not really feeling at 
home there, and knew a moment of panic when Dick lost 
his passport, jeopardizing his crossing of the frontier to the 
point from which we would be starting the cl imb. 

But his passport was handed in, and we crowded into a 
bus, find ing seats on the floor amidst voluble holiday-
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making Italians, for the journey through the Mont Blanc 
tunnel. Then on to another bus for the trip up Val Ferret, a 
beautiful valley, but one which loses its charm as you 
walk the steep, dusty road under a pitiless sun ; hence, 
this time, the bus. 

We reached La Vachey at 4 .0 p.m., just as the mountains 
were casting their shadows across the narrow moraine 
slopes up which the path zig-zags. Assisted by this evening 
cool , we reached the Gervasutti hut in a little over two 
hours. 
We had lots of food and consumed a monumental amount 
for supper, watching that compact, inscrutable face 
disappear into twilight, then night, and listening to some 
excited Italians who were demanding to know whether we 
had had sufficient experience to justify our tackling such a 
route. In an effort to escape their questions, we found 
some bed-space and, attempting to shutout the noise of 
their incessant, inconsiderate chatter, tried to snatch a few 
hours' sleep before the buzz of the alarm woke us for the 
early start. 
I always find myself behind Dick in these early-morning 
scrambles down from huts and the torch - light plods across 
glaciers. This time, almost without stopping, he led the 
way through the crevasses, over the bergschrunds and up 
the steepening slopes to the Col des Hirondelles. It was 
still dark when we arrived there, peering at the impenetrable 
mass ahead, and aware of the precipitous drops on either 
side merely as vague areas of murky void. We had to 
descend leftwards to reach the couloir, which seemed to 
form the stem of a snowy Y. The description simply 
instructed us to climb this couloir, without mentioning any 
particular line ; we took this to mean 'climb anywhere', and 
therefore assumed that it was easy. 

The sun was just lifting over the horizon as we started up 
the couloir. We had hoped to be up this section swiftly, as 
it was very exposed to stonefall , which began almost as 
soon as the sun rose, but the climbing turned out to be 
much harder than anticipated. The sparse description 
mentioned nothing of the pitches of 4 and 5 we had to 
climb, nor did it refer to the numerous detours we had to 
make over mixed ground (photo right/top). 
The sunrise didn 't bring with it the promise of good weather, 
and its majestic array of purpled and glowing clouds looked 
unhealthy. We discussed what to do, and considered 
retreating if the weather deteriorated. But here, on the 
lower part of the face, we were in no position to stand 
around and wait, as the volleys of stones crashing about us 
were becoming more frequent. We kept moving upwards, 
looking for an overhang to shelter under while we gave the 
weather a chance to sort itself out. 

That lower section took much longer than expected, and by 
the time we had come up against the steep, central 
section and the possibility of shelter, the clouds had 
dispersed. The steepness of the wall above meant that w e 
were somewhat more protected from the salvoes of falling 
rocks, though the ricochets came alarmingly close. Both of 
us had already been hit, but not injured. 

A stretch of soft, wet snow, thinly and uselessly covering 
loose rocks, formed the centre of the Y's branches, and I 
led up this to the foot of a ramp slanting leftwards. The 
description said to traverse leftwards along the branch of 
the Y, but the accompanying diagram seemed to indicate 
that the ramp should be taken. I chose the ramp - over
eager to get to grips with the problematical central section. 
It seemed very easy for 5, and I wondered, with the 
beginnings of disappointment, if the climb, for all its aura of 
mystery and difficulty, was overrated . After 200ft, I pulled 



Top: In the stem of the Y Couloir, low on the face. This section 
gave unexpectedly difficult climbing (Grade 4- 5) , and was seriously 
exposed to stonefall from the walls above. The route aims towards the 
distinctive black streak above and to the left of the climber. 
Lower right: Renshaw crossing the wall to gain the difficult groo ve 
which proved to be a false line. Photos: Tasker 

up on to a ledge and saw, away over to the left, the ledge 
and fissure line we should have reached . What an idiot! 
When Dick arrived, we abseiled down to the left to reach 
the diagonal, leftwards line we should have climbed. 
We had lost a sling and a lot of precious time. 
I started up the diagonal line, which was much more like 
grade 5. Where it steepened into a bulging overhang there 
was a rusty old piton in place. I used it as a runner and 
put in another peg up to the left, to stand on. From there 
I could probably have pulled up to the ledge of shattered 
rock if I had tried, but I took another peg and tapped it 
into the crack higher up. Then there slipped into my brain 
the sudden, sub-conscious awareness of catastrophe and of 
having taken an irreversible step. The peg I was standing on 
slid downwards out of the crack and I was a spectator, 
looking on , able to do nothing, watching events unfold, 
interested and not afraid, awaiting the outcome. In the 
moments before the sensation of pain had crossed the 
shock barrier, I found myself thinking that a broken leg or 
any injury necessitating a retreat from here would be 
extremely serious. Then came the sickening thumping 
against the rock, disorganized and wild ; my back was 
pounded, but the sac cushioned the blows and I came on 
the rope, winded and dazed, as Dick, awestruck, was 
shouting to ask if I was all right. 
I was bruised, but nothing was broken. Having climbed back 
up to the rusty piton that had held my fall, I hammered 
home the one I had begun to place, which had opened the 
crack slightly and dislodged the first. I pulled on to the 
ledge of shattered rock and then it was Dick's turn to lead 
for five rope lengths. 
We climbed a fissure on the right, over the overhang formed 
by a huge, square flake, trying to relate the various 
descriptions we had procured to the pitches we were 
doing. The fissure was the start of the system of corners 
and cracks through areas of compact and very steep rock 
that was to typify the East Face. 
We came to another ledge. The fissure we were in lost 
itself above in overhangs and blank rock. We had to take 
a diedre at the left end of this ledge. Dick examined it, 
returned to have a look at the fissure we had just left, 
then turned his attention to the slab above. He had been 
unable to reach the diedre and, since we had decided that 
the descriptions were vague, to say the least, he somehow 
convinced himself that the slab above corresponded with a 
leftwards-slanting corner we were supposed to meet. 
I had a pair of P.A.s in my sac, and I tried the slab. But 
that slab was a wall and, having just managed to get back 
down from it, I inspected the diedre on the left. Even in 
tension from the rope, it was too far to reach. Down below 
was the great diedre system that had probably been the 
scene of Gervasutti's fruitless and dramatic attempts. 
About ten or fifteen feet above me on the arete there looked 
to be some holds which led into the diedre . I climbed the 
arete on friction , and found the holds to be a line of 
dusty quartz; it was much too precarious to swing into the 
diedre. Holding on with one hand, I extracted a piton, 
lodged it in a crack and gently tapped it with my hammer. 
The crack was dead. With one part of my brain I wondered 
if there were any good crystals in this quartz, and with the 
other part of my brain found another crack for the peg. This 
time it stayed, and I tapped it home. It went in half-way 
before the tight ringing sound marked the limit. I tested it 
with my weight - it held . I came back down and, while I 
put on my sac again and my boots, Dick, a little suspicious 
of the peg I'd placed, swung into the diedre, placed more 
pegs and continued up the rest of the pitch . 
Somehow, when climbing, we seemed to lose the middle 
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~',,:r\~ ~ 
Top left: The East Face of the Grandes Jorasses showing the route, the two false lines and the bivouac sites. The Hirondelles Ridge is on the right. 
Photo: Alessandro Gogna . Bottom left: The left-slanting corner on the left of the central mass. This gave hard bridging and jamming (Grade 5 sup) 
on superb rock. Photo: Tasker 

part of the day. I could remember clearly the sun rising and 
the early morning pitches, then all of a sudden it was 
evening and there had been no middle to the day. It was 
getting time to look for bivi ledges, and up where Dick was 
there wasn't the faintest suggestion of a place. To go 
further would be to run the risk of being benighted and 
having to suffer a standing bivouac. I climbed the pitch to 
Dick, taking out the pegs and slings. We then abseiled 
130ft. to a ledge below in the diedre line, where the snow 
looked smooth, unpitted by falling rocks. It was an excellent 
spot, in a fairly well-protected corner, and was wide 
enough for us both to lie down. 
We were by no means confident of completing the climb, 
despite the fact that we were now half-way up the face. 
We had yet to tackle the improbable central section, and 
clouds were beginning to fill the sky. We spent a reasonable 
night, startled from time to time by the odd chunk of ice 

32 

bouncing off the wall about 30ft. away. My own comfort 
was not greatly enhanced by the enormous bruise I had 
sustained on the right cheek of my backside, as a result of 
the fall I had taken. 
A 130ft. prusik, without prusik clamps, isn't the most 
enjoyable way of warming up in the morning. I think it used 
up what little energy we had regained in sleep. Dick still 
had some rope-lengths left to lead and, while he sweated in 
the corner and crack above, I relaxed in the sun's warmth. 
The corner slanted slightly leftwards and was a departure 
from Gervasutti's line. He had done some fierce artificial 
climbing over to the right. Ours seemed a more likely line, 
but perhaps he was a bit wary of this diedre system after 
his experience lower down, where he had found himself 
climbing hand-over-hand up a rope which was hanging free 
down an overhanging wall, to reach the point where the 
rope was jammed. 

t "' .... 
-- _J ... 

Centre: Renshaw following the Concave Wall, one of the crucial pitches of the climb ( Grade 6 inf), where route-finding is difficult. 
Right: Renshaw on the false line on the slabs above the Gervasutti piton. The correct route goes more directly up the slabs in the background, 
and up a crack behind the obvious undercut block. Photos: Tasker 

It was a long steady pitch that we were on (photo lower 
left), going right up into the centre of that reluctant wall, by 
a groove slanting)lightly leftwards. On the right, towering 
above the groove, was a colossal obelisk, dominating that 
part of the face and seeming to squash us into the groove 
with its weight. We reached another small ledge. From there, 
it was not obvious where to go. To the left, another diedre, 
unattainable, dropped dizzily away. To the right, a sub
sidiary groove line seemed to offer possibilities, apparently 
leading towards a prominent crack above, perhaps the 
layback crack mentioned in the description. Dick swung 
across the intervening wall (photo page 31 /lower) into the 
right-hand groove, and worked up it to the crack. I 
prepared my camera, squinting through the viewfinder as 
Dick fought with the layback crack. I was waiting for an 
action shot, but he didn't seem to produce any dynamic 
poses, and it came to me that he was in trouble. I forgot the 

camera and held tight to the rope as he struggled to descend 
and rest. With double boots and a sac, Dick didn't feel 
capable of leading the crack: he suggested the magic P.A. 
method again. 

In P.A.s and without a sac, the too-wide crack, bald on 
either side, splitting the bulge and leading into the 
unknown, was just as undesirable. It is soon obvious to me 
when I can't do something, and this I knew I couldn't do. 

The climb engulfed us with its inscrutability. The towering 
obelisk crushed our spirits with its imposing mass. Maybe 
we had met our match? But where could the route go? 
There didn't seem to be many possibilities at all - most of 
the rock around was blank or overhanging. 

I came down from the crack and stepped leftwards on to an 
unlikely, concave wall (photo above/centre), just casting 
around with little hope. Holds began to appear, and in 
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spite of myself I couldn't help saying it was a nice pitch. I 
reached the arete on the left side of the concave wall and, 
climbing up this a little way, I could see a sloping stance 
just above. At last we were on route. 
A short pitch on painful jams brought us from there to-the 
top of the monolithic central tower. We were beginning to 
feel relieved, and felt even more reassured when we crossed 
the delicate slabs arching rightwards and saw the 
'Gervasutti piton' mentioned in the guidebook. We were by 
no means finished with the climb, but one of the major 
imponderables had been surmounted . 

Above: Tasker on the final hard slab pitches (Grade 5 sup ) , near the 
top of the hard section of the route . Photo: Dick Renshaw 

There remained a quarter of the face. The description went 
on : "Three more pitches lead more easily rightwards, up 
less steep rock then back left to the lowest part of the 
headwall". It was delightful climbing (photo page 33/ right) , 
bringing us under the enormous, triangular headwall; but 
that, in turn, promptly reduced us to our previous state of 
perplexity and disillusion, as we took in its steep and 
featureless nature. I tried a jagged, icy groove in the left 
part of the headwall, but it ended part way up the wall , 
which was 200ft. high at this point. I came down and we 
abseiled back down and across to the Gervasutti piton. 
Directly above there was a prominent pinnacle, stuck 
against the headwall. A long pitch up a wide crack between 
the pinnacle and the wall led to a stance on the pinnacle's 
apex, beside a large flake and below an overhanging wall. 
There looked to be a crack running diagonally up the wall 
on the left side of a block. 
But again it had happened ! The middle part of the day had 
disappeared and we were perched on a ledge only big 
enough to stand on. One way or another it was going to be 
our bivi spot, but, thinking as always of the weather's 
doubtfulness, I wanted to climb as far as possible up the 
next pitch, leaving the ropes hanging down to save time 
next morning. I did this and had the satisfaction of 
finding , after 40ft, several pegs in place. 

I came back down and we prepared the bivouac ledge, 
dislodging some blocks and trundling them over the edge 
to make more space. Watching the sparks as the rocks 
ricocheted down on to the glacier far below, we felt as 
though we'd done something sacrilegious. Dick had the 
best place - he could stretch out - but drips of water from 
the wall above plagued him all night. 
I fastened my sac to a piton we'd placed, and put my legs 
inside. The ledge sloped away where I was lying, and I was 
only prevented from sliding off by virtue of the fact that I 
was hanging in the sac. The rope I had left in place above 
hung about six feet out from the wall. • 
We didn't sleep much : Dick was pestered by the insistent, 
soaking patter of water, and my bruised backside didn't 
allow me to lie still for long. About 1.0 a.m. we melted 
some ice and thrilled to the gastronomic delights of a mug 
of hot 'Rise and Shine'. I was experiencing a strange 
sensation of contentment: in spite of the discomfort of a 
damp, sloping bivouac, there was no other place I would 
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rather have been . Nagging doubts remained about that 
overhanging wall above, and about our own ability in view 
of the time we were taking on this route ; but as we watched 
the drifting clouds periodically covering the sky, we found 
ourselves hoping that the most justifiable escape would be 
upwards; we were in love with this climb and really 
wanted to make it. 
In the first glimmer of light, after a minute breakfast, I 
climbed once again up the sharp-edged flake to the pegs I 
had placed in the crack, which overhung in two directions. 
Where I'd found the first peg in place, the crack altered 
its angle and slanted more sharply leftwards to the arete, 
with two or three niches. I tested the peg in place, put 
some weight on it and stepped up. Treacherously it slipped 
downwards ; I stepped back to the one before and placed 
my last precious blade peg in a horizontal crack. To the left, 
another piton in place protruded about three inches from 
the crack. I wondered what it was worth - an inch of steel, 
thirty-two years old, and rusty . I tapped it w ith my 
hammer, tied it off and gently placed my weight on it, in 
an etrier. It held! I prepared to test the next in-place 
peg, an arm's length to the left. Then came the stomach 
dropping, insinuating feeling of disaster, as the peg I was 
standing on grated downwards. An inch of steel, thirty -two 
years old, was obviously not worth much. The next peg, if 
there were gods in heaven, had to be good ; no time to test 
it . I slipped off a sling and clipped a karabiner into the peg . 
Willing myself to float, I placed my foot in the sling and 
eased my weight into it. It, too, grated downwards. I 
recognized the old panicky feeling , and they were all there -
all the other moments when pegs had moved, krabs had 
refused to open, holds had broken off, or slings had become 
entangled at crucial moments. I had the impression of 
yawning void and Dick poised, in a separate existence, on a 
ledge in the wall , which curved inwards and down in a 
great vertical sweep of rock. A pod before my eyes - not a 
crack, but worth a try. In an ecstasy of fumbling , I pulled 
out a one - inch angle and tapped it in . It held, and went in ; 
just enough! Safety! 
There was another peg in place, but I was no longer so 
trusting. I searched until I found a place where the crack 
was wide enough to take an angle, which was all I had 
left. Then I was able to pull up and look round the arete at 
an expanse of slabs - the end of the towering walls. 
Gagliardone, when he had come up that pitch, told 
Gervasutti that he'd left the pegs in place to save time, 
thinking perhaps that the difficulties were over. But the 
slabs weren't easy (photo left) , and only after another two 
rope-lengths did this phenomenal climb relent, bringing us 
to the very loose section at the top of the face. It was from 
there that the stones had been slipping, released from the 
snow and ice by the sun to makes their suicidal leap over 
the edge - it was like visiting the mouth of hell. 
We were deceived by the distance to the top. After a 
couple of pitches up unsound but not difficult rock, we 
scrambled, still roped, along hundreds of feet of the 
Tronchey Arete to the top of the Pointe Walker. 
Dick's face was screwed tight with discomfort ; not the 
usual cheerful smile, nor any sign of satisfaction with the 
climb. He had dropped his sun -glasses on the second day 
and was in pain from the dazzling reflections. We descended 
the hideous rock rib which runs down from the Pointe 
Whymper to the glacier basin and the Grandes Jorasses 
hut, where we spent the night. 
Next day, refreshed, we carried on down, light-headed and 
still intoxicated with the climb, trailing through the foliage 
and forests of Val Ferret to the road and the tunnel entrance, 
where we waited, incongruous scarecrows, for a lift 
through to Chamonix. 
SUMMARY 
Mt. Blanc Group. Grandes Jorasses : East Face A n early ascent, 
probably the third, of the Gervasutti/Gagliardone Route, by J oe Tasker 
and Dick Renshaw over three days in August 1974. 



The Cheddar Climbing Ban 
by Audrey Salkeld 

Longleat Enterprises and Cheddar Council are attempting to prohibit all climbing at Cheddar Gorge, one of the major 
climbing areas of the south-west. Numbers of climbers are already ignoring the ban and the situation is highly charged . 
The B.M.C. must mediate quickly and come up with an acceptable solution if trouble is to be averted. 

CLIMBING 
STRICTLY 

PROHIBITED 

October is trad it ionally the start of the 
climbing season at Cheddar, but this year 
shiny new CLIMBING STRICTLY PROHIBITED 
notices have appeared at several points on 
the cliffs of the south side of the Gorge. They 
are signed 'Cheddar Caves' and at first also 
included two on the north side, but these 
were fairly swiftly removed . There are, 
however no notices on High Rock, that 
magnificent crescent of vertical rock rising 
from one of the Gorge car parks and 
containing many of the modern new routes, 
including the celebrated Coronation Street. 
By October when tourists are few, this car 
park is empty of its blue-coated attendants 
and empty of cars also ; two Midland climbers 
testing the ban were not disturbed on 
Coronation Street, although mates climbing 
the day before were told to go away and 
climb in the Peak District. 

Why suddenly is CLIMBING STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED? Wasn 't a formalized agreement 
drawn up between th e British Mounta ineering 
Council and the owners of the cliffs 
permitting climbing from October to April , 
excluding Easter? Surely the B.M .C. has not 
consented to end this agreement? 
Well of course the notices weren't sudden 
at all but the product of years of local 
discontent. And the agreement? A 
gentlemen 's one only and whilst the B.M .C. 
may still be playing the role of gentlemen, the 
managers of the cliffs clearly do not feel 
bound by any agreement at all. The problem 
is one of rockfalls . The Gorge is a natural 
funnel ; its majestic 400ft. cliffs hunch over 
the road which fills nearly the whole width 
of the valley floor, so that all loose rocks 
tumble on to it. There are bad rockfalls every 
year and climbers have been criticized as 
being a major cause, but there is no evidence 
to support this . There are documented 
instances of rockfalls before climbers came to 
Cheddar and those of recent years cannot be 
linked directly with climbing activity. Indeed 
many of the worst occur in areas where there 
is no climbing at all ; the back of Sunset 
Buttress, for instance, which abuts straight 
on to the road, is notoriously loose - so too 
is the area around the cave entrances. 

The caves and all the crags on the steeper 
south side of the Gorge, the right hand side 
going up, belong to Lord Weymouth, being 
part of the estate of the Marquis of Bath, 
his father. They are operated as a tourist 
attraction by Longleat Enterprises Ltd . Cafes, 
car parks and gift shops crouch under the 
towering cliffs and pull in the pennies . The 
cliffs on the left- hand side belong to the 
National Trust. 

Climbing Development and 
Local Attitudes 
When, in 1925, Maurice Guinness came with 
a fr iend to "settle once and for all " whether 
any climbing could be found at Cheddar, he 
was favourably impressed, and from then on 
routes began to be described in the Climbers ' 
Club Journal, mostly on the upper tier of th e 
south side of the Gorge, and it was here that 
the delightful Kn ight's Climb was found in 
1931 . The first serious climb was Hugh 
Banner's Sceptre on High Rock, which was 
described in his Limestone Climbs in 
SW England (1954) , the first guidebook to 
include Cheddar. As climbing activity 
increased so did local hostility, and in 1961 
after two fatalities from rockfalls 
(unattributable to climbers) the B.M .C. 
advised member clubs that a temporary 
climbing ban had been imposed by local 
police . 

However the position had reversed 
completely by 1965 when the Marquis of 
Bath gave his permission for a climb on High 
Rock to be televised. Chris Bonington and 
Mike Thompson starred in an ascent of 
Coronation Street, made while a nation bated 
its breath, and a fresh wave of interest in 
climbing at Cheddar was born. It is 
interesting to note that climbers were already 
avoiding the tourist season, the first ascents 
were all made during winter months. 

In January 1967, after more serious rockfalls, 
the local vicar Rev. R. Denman warned that 
one day there would be a serious disaster if 
rock fell when the Gorge was thronged with 
tourists. The Clerk to the Parish Council 
suggested the proper course would be to 
close the Gorge completely to all traffic and 
pedestrians. He was not taken seriously but 
other councillors began asking if a by-law 
could be introduced to prohibit all rock
climbing in the Gorge because of the 'nature 
of the rock'. Councillor Norman Heal said : 
" Warning notices went up a long time ago 
but climbing has continued . After each of 
these regular climbing episodes, usually on a 
Sunday morning, there is a shower of small 
rock at the foot of the cliffs. Climbers must be 
doing a lot of harm in loosening these rocks" . 

That year work began to make the entrance 
to Gough's Cave 'safe' by bolting rocks to 
the cliff face, and the National Trust had 
3,000 tons of debris from rockfalls earl ier this 
century removed from their side of the Gorge. 
A Civil Engineer, Mr. Robin Bradbury, 
stressed the desirability of all car parking 
being stopped at the immediate foot of 
the cliffs. 

During 1968, the B.M.C.'s Southern and 
South-West Area Committee was constituted 
and one of the first points raised by its new 
secretary, Peter Leyshon, was - had the 
B.M .C. ever agreed to a total ban on climbing 
in Cheddar? Records were searched and it 
was reported that there wasn't any trace of 
such an agreement ever having been made. 
In May 1969, NO CLIMBING notices were 
removed by 'vandals' and the National Trust 
and Lord Weymouth both told the Cheddar 
Parish Council that it was not really 
worthwhile erecting new boards. 

At the end of 1969 the B.M.C. advised its 
member clubs of the delicate situation, 
re-outlining the dangers and the need to 

Above: The magnificent High Rock at 
Cheddar, which boasts such fine routes as 
Shangri-La, The Crow and Coronation Street. 
In the summer months, when there are no 
climbers, the car park at the foot of the cliff 
is often full, and both cars and tourists are 
clearly in danger from falling rock. It is 
doubtful whether this site could ever be safe 
for a car park, with or without climbers. 

exert care, and recommended that climbing 
in the summer season be avoided. They had 
been in contact with the Cheddar Parish 
Council who said that they had no intention 
of imposing any restrictions on climbing at 
that time. During the same month an article 
appeared in Mountain 6 which did a lot to 
bring Cheddar to the notice of climbers 
everywhere . Talk of 'unclimbed rock' 
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Above: Climber inspects fixing of new notice. 

unleashed another spate of activity. Further 
articles appeared and at last the vast 
potential of Cheddar climbing began to 
emerge. 
In May 1970, a Bristol boy was injured after 
falling from rocks and the then-Manager of 
Cheddar Caves, Mr. Gerald Robertson, told 
local pressmen : "Last year there were about 
twenty accidents as a result of people 
climbing. I would like to see the County 
Council put up two signs, one at each end 
of the Gorge, saying CLIMBING STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED. I would not stamp on the 
spirit of adventure, I would have no objection 
to organized climbers under a leader who 
would take full responsibility" . These "twenty 
accidents" presumably related to day
trippers, for whom local rescue services are 
frequently called out. 
In September, a small boy died after being 
struck by a falling rock whilst sitting in the 
Gorge. This incident happened near the 
entrance to Gough's Caves which, despite its 
expensive surgery, remains one of the 
Gorge's danger spots. The local press again : 
" There is no evidence that rock was 
dislodged by climbers but each year people 
are injured because, despite warnings from 
car park attendants in the Gorge, people 
go climbing ". Mrs. Vera Gough (Parish 
Councillor) said then : "There have been 
suggestions that wardens should patrol the 
Gorge to stop people climbing, but it would 
take a large force of men to effectively 
cover four miles of cliffs". 

By November the Parish Council were already 
regretting their earlier decision and wrote to 
the BMC again saying they were anxious to 
discourage climbing in the Gorge. An out-. 
come of this appears to be that the B.M .C. 
passed the message on to a local army camp. 
The Army, whilst pointing out that the C.P.C. 
was not invested with any authority to ban 
climbing, nevertheless passed an order 
restricting army cadets from climbing in the 
Gorge. This decision was reported in the 
Weston Mercury under the emotive heading 
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" Gorge Climbers Blamed for Rock Falls". 
Councillor Norman Heal again : "I don't want 
to stop people enjoying themselves - but I 
don't think the Gorge is a good place to go 
climbing". 

By this time Bob Dearman and Dave Riley 
had produced their new guidebook and the 
winter brought another crop of first ascents. 
In 1972, Mr. Gerald Robertson, concerned 
about the growing number of climbers 
visiting the area, asked the B.M.C. if the 
existing voluntary ban on climbing during 
the summer months could be formalized . 
And the B.M.C. in its Circular 645 of 28th 
February voiced his concern and requested 
parties to contact the Manager of Cheddar 
Caves for permission before starting to climb. 
No further directives appear to have been 
issued by the B.M.C. after this, but both 
Dearman's guidebook and magazines 
reporting new climbs continued to stress the 
need to limit climbing to the winter months. 
It was also advised that whenever possible 
someone should be stationed by the road to 
warn spectators not to get too close. 
Which brings us to 1973. The issue of the 
Radio Times for 17- 23 March carried an 
article extolling the joys of Cheddar climbing 
and this angered the Parish Council. They 
wrote a letter to the Editor of the Radio 
Times deploring the article and others to 
Cheddar Caves and the National Trust, 
asking for NO CLIMBING notices to be 
put up in the Gorge. The National Trust 
replied that most scrambling was done by 
the more adventurous parents and children 
and they had no wish to discourage adventure. 
Moreover prohibiting notices usually 
encouraged the prohibition to be flouted. 
Mr. Robertson for Cheddar Caves, in his reply 
to the Council , said he had no knowledge of 
rocks loosened by climbers causing any 
fatalities. He had had eight sturdy metal 
notices cemented into the ground on earlier 
occasions and these had all vanished within 
a few days. To try and stop climbing was 
to adopt a Canute-like stance and doomed to 

failure . He was in th e process of negotiating a 
permit system with the B.M.C. and meanwhile 
all climbers should seek his prior permission . 
Nevertheless, one can see his patience with 
climbers was wearing very thin by this time, 
for he went on to say that although climbers 
were present every winter weekend, only 
half-a-dozen or so had approached him for 
permission beforehand . To the Radio Times, 
he said climbers, when approached, were 
"abusive". He deplored the current trend of 
people trespassing over other people 's 
property against their wishes. 
Less than ten days after writing these letters, 
Mr. Robertson was killed in the Swiss air 
disaster that tragically claimed so many 
victims from Cheddar and neighbouring 
villages. Mr. Robertson·s assistant, Mr. Say, 
took over as manager of Cheddar Caves. His 
attitude towards climbers was less flexible 
than that of his predecessor, and there is 
evidence that people who did apply for 
'permits' as suggested, were refused . Climbers 
visiting the Gorge were told by car park 
attendants and police that climbing was 
banned all the year round. 
Six months ago the Parish Council again 
requested NO CLIMBING signs . Mr. Say on 
20th May wrote back : "the vast majority of 
rockfalls are caused by climbers and I am 
authorizing notices." 
Climbing Strictly Prohibited 
It was a local climber, Richard Broomhead, 
who alerted the Mountain Office when 
notices first went up during September. 
Having cut his climbing teeth on Cheddar 
limestone (he it was who straightened out 
the finish to Gates of Eden) , he knows as 
much or more about its climbs than most, and 
he hopes to produce a new climbing guide 
to the Gorge early next year : "To me a total 
ban on climbing is not the answer. Cheddar 
contains a vast acreage of unclimbed rock 
and the climbs that do exist (there are now 
over 120) are perhaps some of the finest 
limestone climbs around . It would be a vast 
loss to the climbing community to see such 
climbs become overgrown and lost forever. " 
Meanwhile other climbers aroused the B.M .C. 
Thinking the new ban constituted a unilateral 
decision to end an existing agreement, their 
first reaction was to send an exasperated 
letter off to Mr. Say, which was quoted in 
the Weston Mercury: " ANGERED BY BAN 
ON CLIMBING - British Mountaineering 
Council administrator Mr. K. Gilpin said he 
was upset by the 'authoritarian manner· in 
which the ban had been imposed .. . " 
Other B.M.C. officials thought a lower profile 
should be maintained. "It is primarily a local 
issue and my feeling is that it should be 
solved by the Area Committee" said Dave 
Partridge. As Secretary of the Area 
Committee, it seems he was aware of a 
change in attitude to climbers when Mr. Say 
took over as Manager and twice requested a 
meeting with him to discuss the matter. 
However, nothing came of this and the 
committee, preoccupied with more than its 
fair share of troubles (Avon, Swanage, 
Wintours Leap and the Torbay area have all 
had problems), let the matter rest. To right 
the omission, their representative, Richard 
Wells, visited Mr. Say on 7th October to 
hear his objections. "This is a management 
decision", he was told, "and we can see no 
room for negotiation". 
If it cannot be resolved at local level, what 
then? I put the question to the new General 
Secretary Dennis Gray : " Then we must take 
it up at higher levels - through the S.W. 
Sports Council, National Sports Council, the 
Country Landowners Association. It should 
be resolved eventually, but is bound to take 
time and meanwhile it is likely that this 
winter season may be lost entirely." 
I spoke next to Mr. Say in his eyrie above 
the entrance to Gough's Cave. Was this new 



'management decision ' taken under pressure 
from the Parish Council? "No, not under 
pressure at all ; they had requested a ban of 
course, but the decision was taken 
independently of that. It was made in fact 
two years ago and w e have now decided to 
implement it." 
How would it be implemented? " Climbers 
discovered on the rocks would be liable to 
prosecution for trespass". I asked Mr. Say if 
he could recall any specific rockfall that could 
definitely be put down to climbing activity. 
"Specifically, no, but it is pretty obvious to 
me that climbers are bound to loosen 
something whether they are aware of it or 
not, and sooner or later it will come down". I 
put it to him that rockfalls were a constant 
hazard irrespective of climbing activity and 
that despite a reported £10,000 being spent 
making the cliff face 'safe ' around cave 
entrances - areas unfrequented by climbers 
- there were still falls there. (This is the spot 
where a child was killed in 1970 and a Long 
Ashton woman was injured earlier this year) . 
Some of the car parks were also especially 
vulnerable, including that under Coronation 
Street, and Mr. Say agreed there were 
several instances of damage to cars parked 
there. Who was liable in such an instance? 
(There are notices with the usual small print -
the Management cannot be held responsible 
for damage, loss or injury.) I was told that 
there had been some claims settled by 
insurance but in the main rockfalls were 
put down to an Act of God. " But I would 
prefer to say an Act of Climbers," said Mr. Say. 
I put it to him that a Civil Engineer had 
stressed that car parks should not be sited 
under the cliffs at all and he agreed they were 
in a dangerous position . Did the car parks 
make much money or were they merely for the 
convenience of visitors? Would Longleat 
Enterprises mind if they were sited somewhere 
else, for instance? "There is nowhere else. 
The loss of car park revenue would not 
affect us very much, but each year two 
million people come into the Gorge, they 
want to park their cars somewhere". 

It has been suggested that car parks would be 
safer on the National Trust side of the Gorge, 
perhaps in the disused quarry opposite 
High Rock. But this is not feasible as the 
quarry was the scene of two of the biggest 
rockfalls in the Gorge this century ; it was 
from here that thousands of tons of rock had 
to be blasted away recently and the walls still 
teeter perilously. Nor would the Trust 
consider providing car parks anywhere else. 
Mr. Stafford , Assistant Agent for the Wessex 
Region, told me : "It is against Trust policy 
to provide car parks and encourage more 
people into places of natural beauty - all too 
soon you spoil what you are entrusted to 
preserve . There is not a car park that goes on 
to National Trust land without a great deal 
of heart-searching". 

Mr. Say went on to tell me how climbing had 
increased in the last few years: " I get many, 
many requests from people who want to go 
climbing, some even from school climbing 
clubs. Obviously these sort of people are not 
responsible. We would have no objection to 
responsible climbers but how are we to 
select who is responsible or not. I certainly 
couldn 't do it. If I allowed a climber from 
Southampton to climb today I would have 
Joe Bloggs of Birmingham asking me why 
he couldn't have his turn the next day. I am 
not against climbing as such but there are 
other places climbers can go. Cheddar is a 
tourist area - you wouldn 't climb in 
Trafalgar Square! " 

Since the question of climbing in the tourist 
season is not at issue, I asked "Suppose you 
saw a climber in the winter, climbing at no 
risk to anyone would you not turn a blind 
eye?" " Certainly not. I would tell him to 
come down and if necessary, wait for him to 

do so . I am having talks with the B.M .C. but 
can 't personally see any solution " . 
Perhaps there were possible alternatives, I 
suggested, wire netting at foot of cliffs, or 
closure of th e car parks. It has been suggested 
that if car parks w ere roped off, climbing 
would present no problems and could also 
be a tourist attraction to add to the 
stalactites and cheeses. 
" I think not," Mr. Say repli ed . 

Where from here? 
What seems to have emerged from all this is 
that Cheddar Gorge as a tourist spot is fast 
approaching saturation - some would say 
that point has been passed already, it is 
nothing for traffic jams to block the road in 
both directions. The Gorge is still geologically 
active . The slow process of falling and 
widening is continuing and as the situation 
stands, there is no way of protecting visitors 
from rockfall hazards completely, although 
closure of the particularly dangerous car parks 
would help. 

As a climbing area, Cheddar is unique. It 
offers routes - particularly on High Rock - of 
such length and quality as to tempt 
experienced climbers from far afield . The 
climbers who come have shown themselves 
to be responsible in their attitude. We are not 
talking about vast hordes - perhaps no more 
than a dozen climbers at any one time, 
climbers who, having accepted the special 
hazards of Cheddar, have also accepted 
voluntary limitations on their sport. They 
are not asking for extra concessions, but only 
that the status quo be maintained. There 
have been no serious accidents to climbers 
involving local rescue services and no 
recorded instances of a climber endangering 
a member of the public - in fact it can be 
argued that by removing loose rock in a 
controlled situation, climbers actually help to 
safeguard the public . 

The local antipathy against climbers is 
largely emotional and has been fed by 
misrepresentations in word and print, and by 
a confusion between real climbers and the 
day trippers who swarm over rocks and ledges 
on a publ ic holiday. All are 'climbers' to the 
layman . The local paper, reporting the death 
of the little boy outside Gough's Cave and 
linking the story with the desirability of banning 
climbing, was bound to cement local grudges 
and produce council comment. Sadly, people 
will go on being maimed by falling rock in 
the Gorge whether climbers are there or not. 
The 'climbers cause rockfalls' argument is on a 
par with the 'climbers are a health hazard' 
encountered at Harrison's. It is an attempt to 
rationalize the probably normal but deplorable 
human reaction of expelling 'aliens' from 
one's midst. 

Against this, it must be said that the rocks 
of Cheddar (in common with much of the 
climbing rock in this country) are on privately 
owned land . To climb on them is not a 
God -given right, but it is a reasonable 
request . In these days when vast sums are 
having to be spent to provide facilities to 
occupy people in their leisure hours, here is 
a superb natural sporting arena that costs 
nothing. As Chris Bonington, a consistent 
pioneer of Cheddar, has said : 

" If one accepts, as current thinking seems 
to do, that adventure is a good thing for 
young people and that rock -climbing has 
a certain usefulness and purpose, then you 
cannot start imposing limitations on the 
best places to practise it. If at Cheddar 
climbers observe the summer ban and 
climb only when risk to the public is 
negligible, then there must be some level 
of co-operation and compromise from both 
sides . The climbers must respect the 
closed season - as they do in Scotland 
with the grouse moors - and local people 
must also be asked to accept this kind of 
compromise . Cheddar is one of the finest 

Above: Lord Weymouth - owner of the 
Cheddar cliffs. He has some sympathy for 
the climbers' case, but as a painter and 
writer he is content to leave decisions on the 
Gorge to his managers. 

limestone climbing areas in the country -
I personally would be very sorry if it were 
totally closed. " 

In a delicate situation like Cheddar it is of 
paramount importance that public relations 
are not allowed to deteriorate to the extent 
that they have here. There is much that the 
B.M.C. could learn from this. It is not enough 
for area committees to lie doggo until 
something happens - a positive stance must 
be adopted . Landowners must be visited 
regularly, asked how things are going, and be 
sympathized with . Aggravations mustn't be 
allowed to build up to resentment, but at the 
same time all forms of 'permits ' should be 
resisted . When climbers are made the 
scapegoats in over -dramatized press reports, 
the balance must be set right . Probably a 
most useful exercise would be for the B.M .C. 
to compile a Register of Accessibility of all 
popular climbing areas, keeping it up to date 
and circulating it to all climbing clubs. 

Meanwhile at Cheddar, the CLIMBING 
STRICTLY PROHIBITED notices, if they last 
that long, may deter summer trippers and so 
serve an arguably useful purpose, but so far 
as serious climbing is concerned this will be 
a difficult ban to enforce . There has been no 
new bye- law and unless there is evidence of 
climbers behaving irresponsibly, it is unlikely 
that police will intervene for what is merely 
a case of civil trespass : But climbers must be 
prepared to be warned off by Cheddar Caves 
personnel, who could prosecute or take out a 
court injunction against any individual whose 
name they manage to obtain. However the 
'management decision ' was in fact taken 
without the owner's prior knowledge, and 
the Army, some weeks ago, being refused 
permission to climb by the Cheddar office, 
did approach Lord Weymouth direct and got 
the go -ahead from him. So the position is by 
no means clear. But one thing is certain, 
climbers must put their case eloquently, 
logically and urgently if Cheddar as a 
climbing area is not to be lost forever. 

Footnote 
Further enquiries, made since the completion 
of this article, indicate that the notices 
could have been erected to obviate liability 
on the part of the owners in the event of any 
accident to climbers or tourists. 
This is a fear held by many landowners, and 
a possible course for the B.M .C. could be to 
investigate the legal phrasing of notice boards 
to safeguard the interests of the landowners, 
whilst still allowing climbing to continue . 
Another useful measure might be to draft a 
Declaration of Danger, where climbers as a 
group absolve others from responsibility for 
any accident in which the climbers may be 
involved . 
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NewBooks 
Bonatti's second set of memoirs reveal the tensions that accompany fame. 
Important book on development of big wall climbing by Doug Scott. 

Above: Walter Bonatti - leading alpinist of 
his generation. 

The Great Days 

by Walter Bonatti 
translated by Geoffrey Sutton 

Gollancz: £3.80 

Bonatti reveals an abrasive, even embittered 
side to his character in this admirable 
second instalment of memoirs. In On the 
Heights (Rupert Hart-Davis, 1964), he left us 
with a description of the terrible retreat from 
the Freney Pillar. As if to underline the 
impact of that catastrophe, Bonatti retells 
the story to open this book. There is a sense 
of self-doubt in this more detailed account : 
he seems to be re -examining the sequence of 
events, to see whether he could have acted 
any differently. As the nightmare on the 
mountain ends, a new one begins. The 
Italian press and television devour the event, 
and Bonatti is criticized. The final indignity 
comes when the Pillar is snatched from him 
by others. Both Mazeaud and Bonatti have 
now revealed their intense bitterness about 
this, but, though one can sympathize with 
their feelings, one can hardly condone them. 
As translator Geoffrey Sutton pointed out in 
a footnote in Mazeaud's book, various British 
climbers, including Whillans, had known 
about the Freney Pillar long before the 
t ragedy took place. It is therefore disturbing 
to find Bonatti clinging to the belief that the 
tragedy gave the survivors some sort of 
divine right to return and make the second 
ascent, and that those who did make the 
ascent were drawn to the project by virtue of 
the Pillar's subsequent notoriety. 
The book goes on to recount the tales of a 
number of important climbs. The description 
of the ascent of the North Face of the 
Eckpfeiler is spine-chilling in its seeming 
obsession with the impending danger of the 
climb, and the account of the winter ascent 
of the Walker Spur is no less compelling in 
the way it describes the gruelling cold. 
Other climbs follow : a solo attempt on the 
Eigerwand, the first ascent of the North 
Face of Pointe Whymper and a new route on 
the Matterhorn ; but with each ascent one 
senses Bonatti 's growing disillusionment 
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with the Alpine world he dominates. The 
hatred he teels for his critics simmers as the 
book progresses. As the climbs get bigger 
and the fame grows, the cacaphony of 
criticism bites deeper. Each new ascent, 
each tantalizingly near-impossible project 
seems to buoy him up against the flood of 
comment from the outside world, but 
eventually a scurrilous newspaper article, 
criticizing his activities on the K2 expedition, 
provokes him to taking action in the courts. 
Rarely does the "state of grace" or 
" spiritual liberation" he gets from a big climb 
last long enough to mellow his bitterness, 
and th!j book is studded with vituperative 
strikes at Mr. A, or Famous Mountaineer X, 
by whom he has been wronged. When, one 
wonders, will the first mountaineering 
superstar succumb to an overdose? Bonatti 's 
discomfort with fame hardly inspires 
confidence. 
Nevertheless, this is an important book, with 
chapters of memorable mountain incident. 
Scores of horrifying situations are described : 
blocks the size of railway carriages skim a 
bivouac on the Jorasses ; an enormous 
avalanche almost engulfs him on the 
Eckpfeiler ; a serac crumbles and explodes 
just behind him on the Freney Glacier - it's 
all very coronary - invoking stuff. 
Companions are either loved or dismissed. 
Mazeaud, Mauri and Vaucher are singled out 
for special praise, while the unfortunate 
Zapelli (companion on the Walker Spur and 
the Eckpfeiler) is sacked when he invokes 
the maestro's displeasure by remaining a 
Courmeyeur Guide after he (Bonatti) had 
resigned. Other climbers are criticized 
obliquely, Desmaison and Gogna being two 
who are vaguely discernible. Of the 'new 
men', only Reinhold Messner is deemed 
sufficiently worthy to be anointed by the 
ageing prophet. The book is dedicated to 
him, in the manner of some Greek God 
passing the Torch of Endeavour down to 
another. Messner, Bonatti tells us, is the 
" last youthful hope of the great tradition of 
mountaineering". 
Ken Wilson 

Big Wall Climbing 

by Doug Scott 

Kaye and Ward: £4.75 {U.K.) 
Oxford University Press: $12.50 {U.S.) 

What a relief to see a mountaineering history 
book by an active climber! Doug Scott's 
big -wall climbing has taken him to the Alps, 
Baffin Island, the Hindu Kush, Everest and 
Yosemite. This considerable cosmopolitan 
energy has been channelled into an 
enormous project : the world history of big -wall 
climbing . 
Dick Dorworth, a writer who climbed Fitzroy 
and held the world 's speed record on skis, 
once said he wouldn't read a book unless it 
was written by a high level participant. He 
just wasn't interested in what somebody else 
had to say with second-hand thoughts and 
information. The problem with writing 
climbing history is that most of it must be 
second-hand, even for a prolific climber like 
Scott. James Ramsey Ullman, a fine writer, 
produced a simply horrible history of world 
climbing, The Age of Mountaineering, a book 
with glaring omissions and pompous 
platitudes written from no firm base of 

experience. Scott's book is nearly the 
opposite . He is not a highly skilled writer. 
Precise information is often obliquely hidden 
in his phrasing - a technical editor's night
mare. A strength emerges. It is like compari ng 
a letter from home with a form letter from a 
real estate developer. Which one is better 
written? Which one rings true? 
Scott's introduction is an overview of 
mountain adventure . But it is much more. 
Often I found myself stopping and smiling 
at a subtle theme. A phrase would ring so 
true that I'd stop and think awhile before 
jumping into the mainstream again . 
The preface tells us why the book is not as 
t ightly focused as we might wish. Scott wa s 
asked to up-date a book on aid -climbing and 
he decided that the revision should have a 
strong historical basis. He focused on t he 
development of big wall climbing and writes : 
" I cannot claim the book is free from 
personal bias, nor is it as objective as it 
might have been, for personal experience and 
interest have dictated the length and therefore 
the importance of some of its sections". 
While the coverage of wall climbing is not as 
complete as it might have been, I found the 
self - indulgent sections, for which Scott 
apologizes, to be among the most interesting 
in the book. At first I was alarmed at the 
length of the Baffin Island section - Scott's 
own stamping ground. Then I discovered a 
wealth of environmental guidelines presented 
in personal terms. Climbers won't listen to 
lists of rules, but they may heed a noted 
climber blending ecological concern with 
history. After describing encroachments on 
Baffin by a new National Park, Scott brings 
his remarks into context with skill : 
"'What has all this to do with big-wall 
climbing? If the rock is to be used as an 
exercise bar, then concern for the environment 
is probably unnecessary . . . " 
Historically, big -wall climbing has been an 
explosion : a sudden, forcible expansion of a 

Below: Doug Scott in an unfamiliar role as a 
climbing historian. 



Hard Rock harnesses impressive creative effort by many leading climbers. 
Livesey hammers Y. M. C. for poor limestone guide up date. 

substance. Few realize how quickly this has 
happened. To write a paragraph on each 
important climb would be to devote a few 
pages up to 1960 and several volumes up to 
the present. Scott reverses this. He spends 
much of his book on early, Alpine, pre-big 
wall climbs. He helps us understand 
intuitively what processes led to bigger 
climbs. 
American readers will be disappointed that 
many events have not been included. It is 
hard to understand Scott's exact definition of 
a 'big wall climb', but both the North Face 
of the Matterhorn and the Southwest Face 
of Everest are mentioned. The Cassin Ridge 
on the South Face of McKinley is not, nor 
are areas like Zion, Hetch-Hetchy and the 
North Cascades, where many American big 
wall climbs occurred . The chapter on " Winter 
Big Wall Climbing" has no American entries, 
ignoring such winter climbs as the North Face 
of the Grand Teton and the North-West 
Face of Half Dome. 
Historically, I'm most familiar with Yosemite, 
having published a book of my own on the 
area. Scott's treatment of Yosemite is one of 
the most objective ever to appear in print. He 
errs on the spelling of a few names, but he 
treats big climbs as complex human events, 
avoiding sarcastic taunts as one can only 
wish the Yosemite climbers themselves could 
have done. The only deriding remarks are 
quotes from climbers and the National 
Park Service. 
The most surprising sentence in the entire 
book reads : "In 1969 Cerro Torre was 
climbed by the Italian, Maestri, and the 
Austrian, Toni Egger" . There is a method to 
Scott's madness. Later he records that many 
climbers doubt the ascent, but he does not 
try to judge the validity of the achievements 
of others. A common belief of many who 
have climbed extensively in varying areas is 
that the structure of climbing depends on 
trust. It is far more important to preserve th is 
fragile trust than to unearth the isolated 
fakers. Scott's attitude is one that will go far 
in preserving the dignity and personal liberty 
of the modern climber. 
Although incomplete in some areas, Scott's 
book is a must for all who are interested in 
mountaineering history. It fills an open chasm 
in mountain literature. 
Galen Rowell 

Hard Rock 

compiled by Ken Wilson 

Hart-Davis, McGibbon: £6.95 

British mountaineering literature has never 
had such a book; Continental climbers have 
had them for years. Im Extremen Fels and 
Rebuffat's 100 Best Routes on Mont Blanc 
are current examples of Hard Rock's 
Continental counterparts. Judging from th e 
appreciation of British routes shown by 
visiting European and American climbers, our 
high-quality routes merit the same treatment 
as that given to the best European climbs. Ken 
Wilson's Hard Rock at last fulfills this 
omission in British climbing literature. Wilson 
was aware of the high standards of repro
duction and layout set by foreign equivalents, 
and his professionalism has equalled 
Continental standards in this kind of literature. 
The book selects sixty quality climbs of VS 
and above (mostly above) and studies them 

in detail. Some forty well-known British 
climbers, and two Americans, have 
contributed essays to accompany the line 
diagrams and action photos of each route. 
Each essay has a built - in route description, 
together with valuable insights into the 
attitudes and motives of Wilson's band of 
worthies . 
The photographic reproduction in general is 
excellent, though many of the best photos are 
becoming a little familiar. However, Wilson 
does aplogise for this in the introduction 
and, given the difficulties of obtaining good 
climbing photos in our Northern rain -belt 
crags, we must forgive him for these slight 
inadequacies. In fact the photos in the book 
make the finest rock climbing collection I 
have ever seen, perfect Yosemite included . 
Everyone, of course, will have complaints 
about the choice of routes for the collection. 
We will all have our favourite route that has 
been excluded and it would be too partisan 
of me to complain on that score. However, I 
do feel there are one or two inclusions that 
certainly don't deserve a place in this book. 
Chee Tor Girdle is not great, hard, or worth
while, and I can see no other possible reason 
for this inclusion. Big Groove is hardly 
representative of Gogarth's best, and 
Diagonal on Dinas Mot may epitomise the 
style of the period but hardly represents the 
best of the balance climbing on the cliff -
surely Plexus or The Mole would have been 
more appropriate. The individual route essays 
tend to be rather repetitive, most having the 
trendy introduction and philosophic conclusion 
considered requisite in to-day's magazine 
articles. If contributors had been made more 
aware of the overall plan, this repetition 
might have been avoided . But the essays do 
divulge intriguing and sometimes secret 
information of many of our big routes; where 
else can we read of the intricacies of The 
Needle or the damp grips of Shibboleth? 
The little list of factual information on each 
route is rather naive and, I think, largely 
unnecessary. The book doesn't need the exact 
format of its Continental brothers to emulate 
and surpass them : It can do that without 
telling us to allow twenty minutes for the 
approach to Cenotaph Corner. Dave Nicol, 
perhaps, takes the tongue-in-cheek prize here 
for his camp site information on Kilnsey Main 
overhang : "Camp at Mal ham or bivouac 
under the crag" . One serious error comes in 
the photo coverage of The Grooves, where 
Ian Roper's picture of a climber grappling 
with the rib on the right of the first pitch has 
somehow got confused with the start of the 
second pitch . (Guilty; the fault is completely 
mine-Editor). 
As a reviewer I should perhaps draw attention 
to the comparison between this book and its 
colourful American equivalent, Rowell's 
Vertical World of the Yosemite. Wilson's book 
wins in every way though falls short, as does 
Rowell's, on the ethical considerations of 
routes described. Too many of our 
authoritative volumes pay too little attention 
to the upkeep of ethics, the unwritten 
authority in our game. 
In its own right, Hard Rock stands out as a 
superb and desirable collection of British 
climbs. The book is not cheap but excellent 
value for such a collection of specialist 
literature. 
Pete Livesey 

NEW GUIDES 

Yorkshire Limestone 

edited by Frank Wilkinson 

Yorkshire Mountaineering Club: £1.90 

This is the second edition of the original 
1968 Yorkshire Limestone Guide. As a guide 
book it is excellent ; £1.90 for 850 routes 
will take some beating, particularly when one 
considers that many of the routes are in the 
150- 250ft. category. It is about as Yorkshire 
as a guide book could be: two pages of fr ills, 
and the rest meat. 
Which is fine if that's what you think a guide 
is all about ; but if you consider that it 
should also have a function as a definitive 
record of the area or as an upholder of ethics, 
then this one falls well short of the mark. 
Something of a revolution occurred in 
Yorkshire limestone climbing in the ·seventies. 
Derbyshire limestone routes showed the way ; 
Yorkshire climbs emulated and surpassed 
the new grades. But the guide writers have 
unfortunately failed to believe, comprehend 
or record the developments in Yorkshire . 
The axiom set by the Yorkshire Mountaineering 
Club - that guide writers should climb all the 
routes in their area - falls down of course 
when the writers are unable to climb these 
routes. The system fails, and the guide 
becomes partly a record of mistrusted 
second-hand information and partly a record 
of the guide writers· climbing standards. 
Most routes on Yorkshire limestone that 
contained the odd peg for aid in the origina l 
guide have since been climbed free. The 
guide writers have failed to recognize this as 
a desirable improvement, even in the face of 
reliable information, and the routes in 
question have been recorded in their origina l 
form - that is, as the writers climbed them 
using the original guide. East Wall Route, 
Crossbones, Sundance Wall , Midnight 
Cowboy and Rose Corner are merely the 
routes at Malham Cove that should have been 
recorded as free routes ; the story is the 
same on the other major crags. 
Worse still is the curious confusion of aid 
routes and free routes ; the writers seem to 
have been keen to pad the guide by giving 
routes a dual role - aid climbs in the main 
body of the guide and the free versions in the 
addenda. This would be understandable if the 
free versions were recent, but many were 
climbed and recorded over two years ago. 
On the other hand, as if to atone for these 
quirks, one or two routes {Clink in Trow 
Gill, for instance) are elevated from the 
addenda to a full place in the guide. Which 
is strange, as Clink is one of the few 
routes as yet unrepeated. All this can only 
lead to confusion and pegging, perhaps 
debasing and destroying excellent free 
routes. If Deliverance (XS ; Gordale) and Ash 
Tree Groove (HVS; Trow Gill) are pegged 
again, they may well become impossible as 
free routes . And that would be unfortunate, 
as Deliverance is one of the finest routes on 
limestone. 
Complete omissions of major routes occur too 
frequently to be excusable ; Arnold 
Freerooter, Lime Hill, Louper, Lapper and 
Ginger Girl are but a few. 
One also detects an ill-concealed partisan 
attitude favouring Y.M.C. members in the 
allocation of first-ascent credits. I believe 
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it is customary in Yorkshire to put the record 
straight twenty years after the event, when 
no one can argue. I'm going to do it now. 
Tower Face at Hawkswick was climbed 
initially as Juicy Lucy, by Ron Fawcett ; 
Kylin Direct, at Malham, is really Fawcett's 
Limpet, the true direct pitch being omitted ; 
and John Barker had climbed The (in its 
present form), at Mal ham, years before the 
claimant mentioned in the guide. 
The grading is generally excellent, most of 
the old inaccuracies being eliminated. 
Perhaps the adjoining routes of Court Jester 
(XS) and Lyncher (HVS) at Gordale should 
have their grades exchanged, and Central 
Wall at Kilnsey has obviously remained 
unrepeated by the guide writers, as Austin 's 
original VS/ A1 grading is still quoted . 
The treatment of Kilnsey Crag in general is 
unfortunate. Bearing some of the finest free 
routes in Yorkshire, it appears to be the 
sacrificial crag offered to the peggers . 
Brainstorm is chosen as the crag 's concession 
to the free climber, despite the fact that it 
is one of the poorest free routes on the crag . 
Warlord is debased with eleven points of aid, 
whereas it usually takes two. 
Having said all this, it must be admitted that 
the guide does do a more than adequate job 
in providing descriptions of the vast wealth of 
routes on Yorkshire limestone, and it is 
certainly worth buying for that reason . 
Pete Livesey 

Kolsas 

Kolsas Climbing Club: £2.75 (approx.) 
This guide is mainly devoted to Oslo 's 
Klettergarden, an impressive complex of crags 
on the outskirts of the city. The route 
descriptions are in Norwegian, but the 
overseas visitor will find it easy to match the 
numerical gradings of each short section to 
the diagrams and photographs. The guide is 
in the form of a loose-leaf folder, thus 
separating individual route descriptions and 
allowing new routes to be added virtually on 
completion. Two other crags, Andersnatten 
and Flassasen, are described briefly . 

Jotunheimen (Hurrunge Massive) 

Norwegian Alpine Club: £5 (approx. ) 
This long-awaited guide to one of Norway's 
principal alpine areas covers in detail the 
main walks, ice climbs and rock routes . The 
guide is loose-leafed, with generous 
illustrations ; U.I.A.A. symbols and numerical 
gradings have been adopted, and a 
supplementary introduction is provided in 
both English and German. 
There is some difficulty in matching 
descriptions with diagrams, but that can be 
resolved by familiarization and good map
work. More unfortunate is the fact that 
comments on route quality are in Norwegian 
only; furthermore, a system has been adopted 
of only grading pitches and leaving overall 
grades undecided. 
Nevertheless, the presentation is of a high 
standard, and the hard new mixed routes on 
Gjertvasstind will generate much interest, as 
will the well-documented big-wall climbs, 
which are comparable to Romsdal. Overall , 
this is a welcome publication which sets this 
massif in its rightful place as Norway's most 
comprehensive mountaineering area . 
Dave Durkan 
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Letters 
Was Solleder's part in Dolomite history 
exaggerated? 

-"" I 

Above: A 5 .9 face climb on Waban Arches, 
Wellesley, Massachusetts. Photo: Henry Barber. 

Man-made Walls in Boston 

from Eric Almquist 

Dear Editor, 
I enjoyed John Mackenzie's article, 'Man 
Made', in Mountain 38. It may be of interest 
to your readers to know that man-made walls 
are quite important to climbers in the Boston 
area and have probably been contributive to 
the awesome ability of Henry Barber. 
There are two highway supports near 
Kenmore Square, in Boston proper, with 
finger -tearing 'vapour' holds. Both walls are 
a few degrees off the vertical, and the ground 
below is littered with broken bottles and 
urine, for extra 'crater' value . 
Climbs at Waban arches (a viaduct) are 
longer, vertical , and capped by an ominous 
overhang . Waban climbs are roped, and th e 
scene is usually something of a hopeless 
farce. Barber pioneered a high percentage of 
the routes and must be held responsible for 
numerous damaged fore -arms. 
Regards, 
Eric Almquist (London) 

Whillans Box on Paine 

from Paul Fatti 

Dear Editor, 
I notice that in your report on our Paine 
expedition in the Information Section of 
Mountain 37 you have included details on 
the failure of our Whillans Box. 
However, I have recently received a copy of 
the instructions for pitching the box from 
Karrimor Ltd . (they had not included one 
with the box) , and it turns out that the 
failure was partly due to the fact that we had 
pitched it incorrectly. Instead of using the 
straps supplied with it for bracing the frame, 
we used them for guys, with the result that 
the walls and roof were not rigid enough 
to withstand the weight of snow piled up 
against the box by the wind . 
Many regards, 
Paul Fatti (Johannesburg ) 

Solleder: a correction in perspective 

from Fritz Wiessner 

Dear Sir, 
I read with interest Doug Scott's article, 
'Great Pioneers of the Eastern Alps', in 
Mountain 34. Unfortunately, some errors w ere 
made, and I would like to correct them. 
At the time of the first ascent of the North 
Face of the Furchetta, Emil Solleder was a 
little known aspirant guide. In his articles and 
lectures he may have given the impression 
that I followed him on the climb . This was not 
the case. I took Solleder along, made all the 
plans and led the major parts of the route. 
Solleder made similar claims with regard to 
the Civetta North-West Face, although it was 
the great Bavarian climber, Gustav Lettenbauer, 
who led most of the route. Most of the 
leading climbers of the 1920's who are still 
with us will confirm these points, although 
none of this detracts from the fact that 
Solleder became a very able climber and a 
famous guide. 
Finally, I would like to point out that I did 
not climb the Gesause until five years ago, 
and I have not made any new routes there. 
Yours sincerely, 
Fritz Wiessner (Vermont) 

Editorial comment: Clearly, the above remarks 
point to the possibility of a major historical 
inaccuracy. We can only regret that 
climbers took no steps to correct the record at 
the time. 

Reinhold Messner writes: 
Solleder's report 'The Last Great Wall 
Problems of the Dolomites' which was 
published in the Journal of Austrian and 
German Alpine Clubs, 1927 (page 234) , sets 
out quite clearly who led on these climbs. 
There you can read that, while both 
Wiessner and Lettenbauer certainly led 
sections of the climbs, it was Solleder who 
was the driving force . The fact is that, while 
Solleder was still alive, nobody contested 
his reports . 

Ethical considerations 

from W. P. Stephens 

Dear Editor, 
And so the interminable arguments go on 
about the morals of climbing. More articles 
using long, complicated words about a 
subject which to the vast majority of climbers 
is superfluous . 
The latest offering by Harold Drasdo 
(Mountain 39) is notable, not only for 
providing a small oasis of talent in the desert, 
but also for using the magic word 'ethics' no 
less than fifty -six times. 
This, I believe, is a new record ! 
Yours sincerely, 
W. P. Stephens (Nottingham) 



MODERN SNOW B 
ICE TECHNIOOES 
Bill March $3.00 

ROMSDAl, NORWAY 
Tony Howard $5.00 

Post free.cash with order. 
Dealers write for generous discount terms 

cicerone press 
16 Briarfield Rd. Worsley, Manchester, En 

Join Dougal Haston 
at the International School 

of Mountaineering 
at Leysin in Switzerland. 

alpinlSM 
Write for details to : 

I.S.M . p.o. box 25, Leysin, Switzerland. 

EXPERIENCED CLIMBER / DOCTOR AVAILABLE 
PRE - MONSOON 1975 NEPAL 

Contact : Jim Duff, British Nepal M edica l Trust, 
C/ o British Embassy, Kathmandu, Nepal. 

THE BIG MOUNTAIN COUNTRY U.K. 
(Scotl and of cou rse) is w here you"ll f ind us. From our comfortable 
base in a large country house we run cou rses for SMLTB, rock
climbing, genera l mounta ineering and resc ue - all year. 

LOCH Ell CENTRE 
by Fort William, Inverness-shire Tel. Corpach 320 

DICKINSON 
Makes duplicate slides and offers to improve your own by lightening or darkening w here 
necessary. A ll individually hand done and quality not speed being all important. 20p 
each min 1 O same/ different slides. A lso co lour sl ide sets (24 in each) o f th e E,gerw and 
Patagonia - Cerro Torre - Crossing t he Ice Cap - Torre Egger £5 ea . 10 Woodlands Way 
Barton Preston PR3 5D U. 

Bangachang? 

Yes, we did supply Bonington, Haston, Scott 
and Boysen for their successful Changabang 
Himalayan climb. But talking about Banging 
and Changing or Changing and Banging, there 
does seem to be an awful lot of it going on 
doesn't there? Whats it all about? There seems 
to be more and more rucsac manufacturers 
coming on the scene all eager to tell you what 
their products can do, but Karrimor are still 
No. 1 and aim to stay there. 
' No. 1 where? ' 
'In the U.K. and Europe'. 

' Rhubarb, don't give me crappy advertising 
blurb! ' 
'We've probably been forgetting to tell you 
about what we've done in the last two years'. 
'Okay, a few crummy expeditions and the like'. 
' If you ' ll just fill your face full of beer for a 

second, I' ll . ... 

. . . Continued on page 44 

ka rri m Or Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes 

41 



mountaineering 
equia111ent 
suppliers 
The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C. T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic, Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S) . 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C). 
N.S.W: Chatswood 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
399 Victoria Avenue, 2067. 
Tel. 412.3372. (C). 
N.S.W: Crows Nest 
Mountain Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
P.O. Box 703, 
17 A Falcon Street, 2065. 
Tel. 439.2454. (C). 
N.S.W: Penshurst 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
3 Bridge Street, 2222. 
Tel. 579.5965. (C). 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Blue Mountains 
Rick"s Mountain Shop, 
20 Station Road, 
Mt. Victoria. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick's Mountain Shop, 
531 Milton Road, 
Toowong. 
Tel. 07.702294. 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428. 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty. Ltd ., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. (C) (M) (S). 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W., 41. 
Tel. 403.283.5551, (C) (M) (S). 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 225. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Alpine Crafts Equipment, 
1286 Kingsway 
Tel. 604.879.7431. 
Ontario: Ottawa 
Blacks Outdoors Store, 
225 Strathcona Avenue, 
K1S 1X7. Tel. 613.235.1461 . 

EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut Ltd., 
28 Stephen Street Lower, 2. 
(C) (M). Tel. 0001.781358 
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UNITED KINGDOM 

Aberdeen 
F. Diack and Son, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297. 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel, 0248.600401. 
Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S), 
7 Snowhill, Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A, Services Ltd. (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27 /29 Martineau Square. (S). 
Tel. 021.236.9383. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate, (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674. 
Brentwood 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
138 Western Road (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874. 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Broughton-in- Furness, Lanes. 
Mountain Centre, 
Brade Street. Tel. 461 . 
(open until 8 p.m.) 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre, 
22 High Street (C). 
Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904. 205. 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232. 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2 
Tel. 0222.31370. 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01.688.2667. 
Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd ., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 . 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel 0332.42245. 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0302.67755. 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 / 2. 
Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso, 
13 Wellington Place, 
Leith, 6. (M). 
Tel. 031.554.0804. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181/182 Sidwell Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0392.76421. 
Fort William 
Nevi sport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. FortWilliam 3245. 
Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2. 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road, 
Tel. 041.332.5533. 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. ( M). 
Tel. 041.332.4814. 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street, (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549. 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge, (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684). 
Hull 
G. F. Stocks & Co. Ltd., 
Camp Centre, 
61 Spring Bank. 
Tel. 0482.20134. 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524. 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop, 
5 New Road. (C). 
Tel. 0524.66610. 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/36 Eastgate (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.23045. 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road. (S). 
Tel. 0533.25235. 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (Mf{S). 
Tel. 051.709.6912. -

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 
London 
Pindisports, 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1 . 
Tel. 01.242.3278. 
London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01.992.6642. 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1 . 
Tel. 01.723.5252. 
London 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd ., 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. (S). 
Tel. 01 .839.1722. 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
309 Brompton Road, S.W.1 . 
Tel. 01.584.7766. (S) (M ). 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167. 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161. (C) (M) (S). 

Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. (C). 
Tel. 061.748.6408. 

Manchester, Eccles 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
112 Liverpool Road. 
Tel. 061.789.6044. 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd ., 
36/38 Fountain Street, 2. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 . 

Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.48916. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) , 
177 Westgate Road. (S). 
Tel. 0632.23903. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 . 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd., 
1 2 Grey Street. 
Tel. 0632.24941. 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road, (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230. 



Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705.29410. 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793. 
Rochdale 
Jeff Connor Outdoor Centre, 
120/ 122 Drake Street. 
TeL 0706.342062. (C) (M). 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018. 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 . 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422. 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061 .480.2945. 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 021 .556.0802. 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S) . 
Tel. 021 .553.1670. 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012. 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

UNITED STATES 

California : Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 
94705. (C) (S). 
Tel. 415.548.1371. 
California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel. 415.845.8600. (C) (M) (S). 
California : Campbell 
Mountain Life, 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. (C) (M). 
Tel. 408.374.7777. 

California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A16-2. 
California : Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7183 North Abbey Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). 
California : Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S). 
California : Glendora 
Pack and Piton, 
1000 E. Alosta Avenue, 91740. 
Tel. 213.335.0414. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Goleta 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering, 
330 S. Kellogg, 93017. 
Tel. 805. 964.5714. (C) (M) (S). 
California : La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 . 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Lancaster 
Dan's Skiing and Mountaineering, 
1069 West Ave. K, 93534. 
(C) (M) (S). 
California : Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P 0 . Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.934.2423. 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6913. (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
San Diego Ski Chalet and 
Mountain Shop, 
4004 Sports Arena Blvd., 93401. 
Tel. 714.224.3439. (C) (M) (S) . 
California : San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, 
Sporting Goods, 
443 12th Street, 921 01 . 
Tel. 714.232.2167. (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Mountain Sports, 
858 Hig uera Street, 
93401. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 805.544.7141. 
California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering, 
3036 State Street, 931 05. 
Tel. 805.682.1083. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Santa Maria 
Mountain Transit Authority, 
223 So Broadway, 93454 
Tel 805.922.8271. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 91356. 
Tel. 213.881 .5111. (C) (M) (S). 
California : Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
Chouinard Equipment Company, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.3528. 

RogerTumer Ski Man 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mounta ineering, 
1750 30th Street, 80301. 
Tel. 303.442.3551. (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. (S) (C) (M) . 
Tel. 303.377.2783. 
Colorado : Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433 3373. 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) , 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391. 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Colorado Mountain Sports, 
237 W. Elkhorn Ave., 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.2829. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
118 W Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M). 
Colorado: Greeley 
Colorado Mountain Sports, 
Greeley Mall, 
U.S. 34 Bypass, 80631 . 
Tel. 303.586.2829 (C) (M) (S). 

Colorado: Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd., 
80227. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303.986.5541 . 
Colorado: Louisville 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
931 Main Street (Box 151, 
Dept. M) , 80027. 
Tel. 303.666.6650. (C) (M) (S). 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini - Mall, 83704. 
Tel. 208.376.3731 . (S) (C). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 

Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122, 83353. 
Tel. 208.726.3808. (S). 
Illinois : Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832. (C) (M) (S). 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C) (M) (S) . 

Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue, 55403. 
Tel. 612.336.3884. 
Minnesota: Wayzata 
Le Ski Hut, 
339 Barry Avenue, 55391 . 
Tel. 612.473.1288. 

Montana: Red Lodge 
Mountaincraft, 
Main Street, 59068. 
Tel. 406.446.2393. 
N.H.: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street, 03262. 
Tel. 603.745.2767. (M) (S), 

Nevada: Las Vegas 
Highland Outfitters, 
600 South Highland Drive, 
89106. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 702.382.5093. 

New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc. 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
Tel. 716.837.3300. (C) (M) (S). 

New York : New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, N.Y. 12561 . 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S). 

Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J . D. Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
Afton Ave. (in the Buttonwood 
Barn), 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536. 

Tennessee: Nashville 
Pack Rat, 
4004 Hillsboro Road, 37215. 
Tel. 615.297.0569. 

Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street, 
78705. Tel. 512.478 .1 577. 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801 .466.2101. (C) (M) (S) . 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 981 05. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S). 

Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020. (C) (M) (S). 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gocham, 53703. 
Tel. 508.251.9059. (C) (M) (S). 

Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231 .2447. 

Wisconsin : Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S). 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001 . 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C) (M) (S) . 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 . (S) (C) 

Equipment and Clothing Specialists for 
Mountaineering, Rock Climbing, 
Lightweight Camping, Rambling, and Ski-ing 
Roger Turner Mountain Sports 
120 Derby Road, Nottingham. 47230 
105 London Road, Leicester. 25235 
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karrimor Avenue Parade Accrington Lanes 

. .. tell you something about it. The Japanese 
and the Italian teams who both climbed Everest 
by the South Ridge route, had Karrimor gear. 
So did the C.A. Italiano group who were to 
attempt the North West Face of Annapurna, but 
were unfortunately badly avalanched. The 
Germans, the International and the British all had 
Karrimor gear on the South West Face of 
Everest. Elsewhere in the Himalayas we equipped 
the British Dhaulagiri IV expedition and 
also two Austrian expeditions. The recent 
International Pamirs expedition had the 
following delegations fully Karrimor equipped: 
English, Scottish, French (one out of the two). 
Karrimor was also well distributed amongst the 
Italian and Japanese delegations.' 
... 'Okay, your round, another pint o' heavy, 
but it sounds a hell of a lot of gear, to give 
away, to me'. 
'We never actually give any gear away to 
expeditions. All of 'em approach us and have to 
pay something for it. Sometimes equipment is on 
loan for testing purposes, but this isn't usual. 
Any manufacturer can send 6 xyz's to the 
expedition without it being asked for. You 
should see the mountain of goodies some 
expeditions heap up - some of it never leaves 
the country'. 
'Okay, sounds good, but I haven't seen any
thing really new for guys like me, who prefer a 
frameless sac. Don't you need to 
... Continued on inside back cover 



Whatever your 
specialitY, we have it 
down "lo afine, art ... 
. . . Whether you are a beginner or an 'old master' in climbing, walking, 
camping or canoeing, we can supply you with a connoisseur's choice of 
equipment and clothing as well as any expert advice you may require. 
Following is_just a small sample of the top names we have available: 
BOOTS by Scarpa, Trezeta, Kastinger, Trappeur etc. 
RUCSACS by Berghaus, Karrimor, Brown Best, Millet, Bergans etc. 
WATERPROOFS by Ber~haus. Henri Lloyd, Reily Hanson etc. 
JACKETS by Blacks, Grenfell; Noble etc. 
SLEEPING BAGS by Blacks, Point Five. Mountain Equipment etc. 
TENTS by Vango. Robert Saunders, Bukta, Blacks, Seab etc. 
CUM Bl NG HARDWARE by Stubai, Peck; Troll, MOAC, Irvin, 
Salewa, Grivel, Chouinard, Cassin, Clog, Simind, Edelweiss, Edelrid, 
Viking, Tnteralp, Ultimate, Joe Brown, Compton etc. 
CAMPING GEAR by Jet Gaz, Lumogaz, Pifco, Hippolito, Cookwell, 
Jura, Primus, Optimus, Springlow etc. 
We 8.lso specialise in a Mail Order Service, Hire Scheme, Bulk Order 
quotations for Education Authorities, Outdoor Centres, H.M. Services 
etc. as well as running instructional courses in various activities. 
H'ritc, phone or belier still, call, for a catalogue and see just what we hm1e to offer you. 

Mountain 
centre Ltd. 

34 DEAN STREET• NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE• NEl lPG • Tel. 23561 Don't forget the convenient 21,r. Car Pk. 'next door' 

PRODUCTS 

CAGJACS, CAGOULES, OVERTROUSERS 
Free Brochure on request. 

G & H Products, Blackburn Road, 
Birstall, Batley, Yorkshire 

Sherpa Millet Rucksacks 

Recommended by Walter Bonatti, 
Rene Desmaison, Reinhold Messner. 

Compagnie des Guides and E.N.S.A. in Chamonix. 
Supplied to 123 world-wide expeditions. 

Available from all good mountaineering shops. 

sAcs ~111111~; 11111L11l111111c11r 
Boite Postale 109, 74 ANNECV le, France 
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GET'EM DOWN! 

FOR CHRISTMAS 

From Us 
THE CLIMBERS SHOP 
Compston Corner 
AMBLESIDE 
tel. 096.63.2297 

THE MOUNTAIN SHOP 
7 Snowhill Oueensway 
BIRMINGHAM B46 ER 
tel. 021.236.6816 

CENTRESP□-RT 
40 Woodhouse Lane 
LEEDS LS2 8LX 
tel. 0532.31024 

Allan 
Austin 

MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

Full range of Skiwear, Climbing 
and Mountaineering Equipment 

Permanent display of 
lightweight and 
mountain tents 

Open until 8pm Friday 

No parking restrictions 

Send for free mail-order list 

Jacob Street Mills, Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road, Bradford 5 

COME CAMPING. CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURV. Tel. 021-556 0802 

½ mile from M1 , M5 & M6. Ample tree parking, list of routes and 
street map free (We also have an indoor Ski School - 64ft. slope) . 

M.S.R. all-metal ice axes. 

Now distributed by: 

Field and Trek (equipment) Ltd. 
25 Kings Road, Brentwood, 
Essex. Telephone: 0227.221259 

Thunderbird and Eagle both models £9.90 each + 50p. postage paid. Protective 
guards £1 .06 extra per set. Sizes available 55, 65 and 75 cm. 

BECK CRAMPON STRAPS w ill NOT stretch! ... 
NOT ice up! ... Fasten tightly and you wi II never 
have to adjust again ... used by most experts ... 
Manufacturer of the Famous CHOUINARD CRAMPON STRAPS 

Write for FREE Catalogue and Sample of Neoprene Nylon 

==== BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS -
BOX 3061 • SOUTH BERKELEY • CALIFORNIA mm!J 



VISIT YOUR NEAREST OUTDOOR SHOP .FOR THE ANSWER! 

B6R6HJIUS 
34 DEAN STREET 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE11PG 
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!@WJ ! 
$~ W!ilW~ $ 
* * * S . h . * * o now is t e time to come * * to YHA Services for your * * ice climbing or ski-ing * * equipment and clothing. * 
: We have a ski boot hire i * service for personal callers. * 
* * * * 
m • . m * UYHA Services * 
* * * 29 John Adam Street, London WC2N 6JE * * 35 Cannon Street, Birmingham B2 5EE * * 36/ 38 Fountain Street, Manchester M2 2BE * 
* * *********************** 

... get your finger out here? 

I 1/ustrated 
the new 
Val/6t 
climbing sac 

' Not really, we have gone back to basic 
principles and produced something the British 
and European climber wants . We have stripped 
off the irrelevant details . Don't forget that w e 
are the only U.K. company who employs a man 
permanantly full time in the field testing 
equipment. He's an ex O.B. instructor and he 
takes out groups on the hills whenever he visits 
a 'centre ' in order to assess equipment. 
Okay, there's plenty of other firms with 
technical advisors, but we're the only company 
with one permanantly full time in the field' . 
'Okay, okay, you're still avoiding the question, 
what's new?' 
' Ever wondered why a pack frame is curved ? 
If you've read our catalogue in the last three 
years, you'll know why. Has it ever occurred to 
you why frameless sacs don't have this feature? 
Five of our models now have it with a hip belt 
which is detatchable'. 
' Hip belt? Who the hell wants a hip belt on a 
climbing sac?' 
' If you don 't want it you needn 't buy it, but try 
it out, you'll see what I mean . Padded back 
sacs are something new too - chuck all your 
hardware straight into it and it still carries a treat' . 
If you 'd like a '75 catalogue describing all the 
technical features of our products then send us 
a card . We apologise for the shortage of 
Karrimor '74 Equipment Guides, but it has turned 
out to be a collectors item. " The Guide" was 
translated into French and was very successful , 
but we have a small quantity left. If you are 
teaching French and would like to have 30 
copies for your class, then send us 50p to 
cover the postage. 

karrimor 
Avenue Parade, 
Accrington, Lancashire 
England 



f Keswick 
Cumberland 
eswick 72178 

~ Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazine Ltd. 56 Sylvester Road, London N2. 
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