




Enjoy the 
difference with 
Thomas Cook 

Adventure Holidays 
GREENLAND ADVENTURE, 20 July - 9 August. £580 
A chance to explore the fascinating fjords and glaciers of 
Southern Greenland accompanied by two highly experienced 
Polar explorers. 

SWEDISH LAPPLAND ADVENTURE, 19 July - 3 August. £199 
Follow the famous King's Way above the Artie Circle through 
an utterly unspoilt and almost uninhabited land . 

HINDU KUSH ADVENTURE, 10 August - 9 September. 
£535 on foot, £675 on horseback. 
Trek either on foot or on horseback in this little known area of 
the Himalayas with its narrow valleys, rapid streams and the 
high mountains of the Hundu Kush and Karakoram ranges. 

PYRENEES ADVENTURE, 3 - 20 September. £260 
A trek in the Pyrenees National Park and the Oropesa National 
Park with its contrasting scenery and abundance of wild life. 

EVEREST, 9 October - 8 November. £605 
A trek to the Everest Base Camp for a close-up of this most 
magnificent mountain . 

ANNAPURNA, 9 October - 8 November. £605 
A circuit of the majestic Annapurna massif. 

Full details from : Mr. P. H. Delves, Special Promotions Dept., 
Thomas Cook Ltd., 45 Berkeley Street, London, W1 A 1 EB. 
Telephone 01 499 4000 Ext 633 

Thomas Cook 
The trusted name in travel. Everywhere. 

Bes11en1 
lin1he world. 

NIPOTENT 
At 5¼ pounds 
the Omnipotent is an 
unbeatable marriage of 
strength and light weight. 
Outstanding performance 
in wind, snow and rain, yet 
equally suitable for summer 
use. 
Designed for two adults, 
the Omnipotent will 
accomodate three climbers 
in bivouac conditions. 

For more informat ion , w ri te: 

EARLY WINTERS, LTD. 
300-R Queen An ne Ave. N . 
Seattl e, Washington 98 109. 
U.S .A . 

Conventional triangular tent. 
Snow load results 
in a los6 of 
interior 
space. 

~WA 
CRAMPONS 

to stand and rely on 
in any pace 
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BOMB SHELTER 
T.M. 

Another Jensen creation. Exceedingly 
stable two man tent. It doesn't flap in 
the wind . .. it hums. 

Send for free mail order brochure. 

Rivendell Mountain Works, 
Box 198, Victor, Idaho 83455 

Tel: (208) 7872746 

~--· 
for tough 

46 Northbourne Ave ., 
Canberra. 2600 Phone : 47 8949 

NOW AT 

outdoor 
Australia 

"There is no finer gear -
rucksacs. sleeping bags 
& tents - in the world 

than Paddymade". 
And we shou ld 

know for the 
Australian bush 

is tough on 
equipment. 

We"ve been making, testing and 
improving for over 40 years. Paddy-

made has over 50 bags, tents and 
rucksacs in constant use in the dry
out heat of the desert to the freezing 
alpine temperatures and the abrasive 

granite and basalt outcrops of our 
bushland "field laboratory". Even 
the fabrics are specia ll y woven to 

Paddymade specifications. Paddy-
made is the best, most reliab le, 

most practical gear for Australian co/Jons. Proven /J tha;t~~{ 

t'culL,~ 
Australia's specialist store 

in rucksac sports. 

69 Liverpool St. Sydney, 
N.S.W. 2000 Phone: 26 2685, 

99 GREAT WESTERN ROAD, GLASGOW. G49 AH 
Telephone 041 -332 5533 

Salewa 
Clog 
Stubai 
Troll 
Karrimor 
Inter-Alp 
Cassin 
Kasting er 
Dachstein 

High range 
Sports 

CLIMBING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS 

Buses and underground to 

St. George's Cross. 



lotTt .. more than nuts 
MOUNTAINEERING, LTD. Manufacturers and distributors of unique 

mountaineering equipment 

Packs ... 
22 oz. vinyl coated nylon material 
with bivouac extension, single 
lid strap, hauling loop, ski 
straps, removable side 
pockets, padded shoulder 
straps and waist belt. 
7 sizes. 

durable, functional 
quality tools for rock 
and ice. 3 models 

Swami Belt. .. 

Foxheads . .. 
die cast aluminum 
trapezoid single 
cable nuts. 
6 sizes 

Arrowheads . .. 
die stamped zinc 
plated copper 
sleeve trapezoid 
nuts. 6 sizes 

Titons . .. 

a North American standard. 5 sizes 

vacuum cast stainless 
steel and extruded 
aluminum, tapered , beveled , 
coined , tumbled and anodized. 
10 sizes 

Copperheads . . 
plated copper 
sleeves swaged on 
looped galvanized 
aircraft cable. 
8 sizes 

Forrest-Rocca Rope . .. 
11 mm, 10mm, 9mm, 

7mm, 5mm 
and now. 

uper Dry. 

Plus: single anchor hammocks• bivouac sacs• Pin Bins• Forrest webbing• gaiters• 
gauntlet mitts• hammer holster• etiers • stuff sacs• gear slings• and soon ... an ice axe. 

See your FORREST dealer or write us: 1517 Platte St., Denver, Colorado 80202. 
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Totem 60 
Totem 60-the medium model in the Totem 

range, will appeal to lady backpackers and more 
adventurous youths with expedition ambitions. 

Technical Features 
• 60 litre capacity including two useful side 

pockets 
• 'Simplex' buckles where you need quick and 

easy access. 
e Constructed entirely from hardwearing 7 oz. 

P.U. coated nylon. 
• Adaptable for use either with pack frame or 

with ·u· tube and harness. 
e Available in choice of colours .. yellow 

or olive 
Price : £12.60 

'75 Gear Guide now available - 24 pages of information, 
advice and equipment in full colour. Demand made last 
years digest a collectors item - don 't be disappointed 

this year - send now to: 

karrimor 
Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes .. England 

we can supply 
everything but the mountain! 

We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, Duvets, 
Waterproof Clothing. Specialise in Backpacking gear. Plus over 
40 tents suitable for mountain use : names like Karrimor , Clog, 
Stubai, Moac, Saunders, Blacks, Kastinger, Vango, Henri Lloyd , 
Helly Hansen, Grenfell , Ultimate, Snowdon, Peck , Hawkins, 
Bonaiti-Cassin, Simond, Viking, Troll , Optimus, Point Five , 
Mountain , G & H, J.B. , Salewa, M.S.R. , Camptrails, Scarpa , 
Berghaus, Spider and Joanny. 
You will be dealing with experts - Les Holliwell is our technical 
adviser. Before buying your gear write or phone for our EXTRA
ORDINARY COMPETITIVE FREE PRICE LIST. We have 
a large Mail Order department - most items immediate despatch 
with 7 day approval service. Barclaycard and Access accepted. 
We have a special contact department for Club and 
Educational orders. 

FIELD & TREK (equipment) Ltd 
25 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex. Tel. (STD 0277 ) 221259 
Only 10 minutes from Brentwood Station; 30 minutes from 

London's Liverpool Street Station (Southend Line). 

Please send me vour free pnce /Js t. 

Name 

Address 

\ HIGHTOR 
~ !111111-

There are a number of optional extras when 
you visit the Bivouac . all designed to appeal 
to climbers. 

THE BIVOUAC 
56 NORTH PARADE,MATLOCK BATH, DERBYSHIRE. 
Open Monday to Fuday 9.30 am, to 6.00 pm. and Saturday and Sunday 9.00 am to 5.30 pm 

RICK'S MOUNTAIN SHOP 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

MO 5 

Retail Outlet for the Odin Equipment Company. 
Specializing in Mail Order Service throughout 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Sole distributor of Chouinard Equipment. 
Stockist of Chouinard, Edelrid, Forrest, Troll, 
Leeper, lnteralp, Jumar, Mammut, Galibier, Seab, 
Point Five and other leading brands. 
Owned and managed by experienced climbers. 
Shop: 531 Milton Road , Toowong, Brisbane 
Mail order: P.O. Box 12, Toowong 4066, Queensland , 
Australia. Tel. 70.2294 or 933.771 



THE flEbbSiMAN 
A NEW CLIMBING SHOP IN WINDERMERE 

Catering for both walkers and rock-climbers 

Just 40yds from the main A591 road, almost 
opposite the station - why not drop in on 
your way to the mountains? 

THE FELLSMAN, 6 High Street, Windermere, Cumbria 

BeCK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
Handmade of neoprene nylon, the best iron buckles 
and copper belt rivets, hand set with our own special 
tool. Neoprene nylon does not ice up. Heat sealed 
edges provide further protection against ice build up. 
Will not stretch. No-time-limit guarantee. 
Makers of the famous Chouinard Crampon Straps. Write for free catalog. 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS - BOX 1038 
CRESCENT CITY, CALIFORNIA 95531 

ON TOP WITH GEAR FOR 
CLIMBERS DOWN UNDER 

Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
69 Liverpool St., Sydney, Australia. 

COME CAMPING, CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURY. Tel. 021-556 0802 

½ mile from M1, M5 & M6. Ample free parking, list of routes and 
street map free (We also have an indoor Ski School - 64ft. slope). 

',I 

Join Do~ Haston 
, at the ln't~ational School 

of Mo\JJ'ttaineering in 
~~ysin~Switzerland 

Joe Brown 
New this year - increased dimensions giving 
larger internal capacity, larger Karrimat in back 

pouch and can now be used with frame if 
preferred. 

Technical Features 
1 . Elasticated flap: keeps out rain whatever the 

load . 
2. Combined ski/pocket attachment, may be used 

with either seperately or both together. 
3. 'Simplex' buckles fitted on all straps where 

instant adjustability combined with a firm 
lock are essential. 

4. Double lapped base designed so that water 
runs off, not in. 

Price : £17.95 (with Karrimat) 
£16.95 (without Karrimat) 

A note for orienteers, fell runners and any other dedicated 
masochists - The Marathon date this year is two weeks 

later than usual- October 25th/ 26th 1975 
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CHOCK 
UERSATlllTY 
just a gentle 
reminder from MOAC 

Just published -
two new Constable 
guides 

Fully illustrated 
pocket-sized 
practical and 
authoritative 
guides for 
climbers by 
proven experts 

Companions to 
the well known 
mountaineering 
guides: 
Rock climbing 
in Wales by 

£2.95 

There's more 
to chocks than 
perhaps 
you thought. 

The cam action 
of Chouinard 
Hexentrics can 
be used 
in horizontal 
cracks. 

If you are in a situation where you 
don't have the correct size nut or 
chock try stacking two smaller ones 
giving a sharp tug down to lock in 
position, your imagination will do the 
rest. Seen the MOAC catalogue 
with more useful 
climbing hints? 

Mountaineering Activities Limited 
Wellington Place, Liverpool Road, Manchester M3 4NQ 

Ron James and 
Scottish climbs 
by Hamish 
Macinnes Constable & Company Ltd., 10 Orange Street, London WC2H 7EG 
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THE ALPS 

Yves Ghirardini in eleven-
day Shroud solo epic 

SUMMER 1974 

Mont Blanc du Tacul: 
North-West Ridge 
At the end of September, Jean 
Afanassief and Patrick Bodin 
made a new route on the 
Aiguille de Saussure, climbing 
the ice couloir on its north side . 
Les Courtes: North Face 
The Swiss Route was soloed 
in three hours by Gordon Smith . 

WINTER 1974/75 

Col de Miage: North Face 
Pierre Curral and Chappeland 
made the first winter ascent, 
with one bivouac. 
Pointe Gugliermina: 
South Face 
In January, four days of good 
weather saw the first ascent of 
the Gervasutti/Ravelli Route by 
four climbers from the Ragni 
Club of Lecco: Aldo Anghileri , 
Guiseppe Lanfranconi, 
Maccarinelli and Valsecchi. 
Mont Blanc du Tacul: 
North-East Face 
In January, Rab Carrington and 
Alan Rouse made an ascent 
of the Gervasutti Pillar, with 
two bivouacs . 
Brian Hall and John Whittle 
made an early winter ascent 
of the Bocca!atte Pillar in 
excellent mixed conditions. 
The Gervasutti Cou!oir received 
a number of ascents, including 
the first winter solo ascent by 
Daniel Monaci . 
Jean-Claude Drayer and Jean 
Franc;ois Pomaret made the first 
winter ascent of the Mo/Jaret/ 
Seigneur Route on the Pi!ier 
de la Qui/le, during February 
25-26. The pair enjoyed excel
lent conditions and finished by 
a new variation which led 
directly to the summit. 
The first winter ascent of the 
buttress separating the 
Gervasutti and Jager couloirs 
was made by Yvan Charlet and 
Gilbert Parrau, on January 7. 
Dent du Requin: North Face 
Walter Cecchinel and Claude 
Jager made the first winter 
ascent of the Couttet/ Rebuff at 
Route, during December 22- 24. 
Pain du Sucre: North Face 
This was the last of the classic 
ice climbs in the Aiguilles still 
awaiting a winter ascent ; the 
climb was done on January 12, 
by Robert Flematty and Michel 
Berruex. 
Aiguille du Fou: South Face 
This very difficult technical rock 
climb yielded to Flematty and 
Berruex, during February 7- 10. 
Two bivouacs in hammocks 
were necessary before the third 
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and final bivouac was made on 
the only suitable ledge on the 
face, above the 'diagonal 
crack'. 
Aiguille des Pelerins: 
North Face 
Alan Rouse and Rab Carrington 
made the first winter ascent of 
the Rebuffat/ Terray Route, with 
one bivouac in etriers 200ft. 
from the top. The pair were 
compelled to climb on thin 
layers of ice covering rock 
which in summer is ice-free; 
they considered the technical 
standard to be higher than 
anything they had encountered 
in Scotland. 
Petit Dru: North Face 
Brian Hall and John Whittle 
made an ascent of the Allain/ 
Leininger Route over two days 
in February. 
Grand Dru: North East 
Couloir 
The Mike Coleman and Neil 
Harding climb of the Cecchinel/ 
Jager Route (reported in 
Mountain 42) may now be 
considered a 'disputed ascent' 
as the climbers have been 
unable to detail a plausible 
scenario of events. 
Aiguille Verte: North Face 
The Col de /'Aiguille Verte was 
climbed for the first time in 
winter by Alan Rouse and Rab 
Carrington. One bivouac was 
made. The climb was described 
as being similar in difficulty 
to the North Face of the 
Trio let. 
Les Droites: North Face 
The third and fourth winter 
ascents of the Cornuau/ 
Davai!le Route were achieved 
this year; the route was climbed 
by Robert Chere and Daniel 
Monaci during January 11-14, 
and by Toni Holdener and 
Ivor Gana hi over two days in 
February. 
Hall's and Whittle's ascent of 
the Lagarde Couloir was the 
second winter ascent, not the 
first as reported in Mountain 42. 
Grandes Jorasses: 
Pointe Margherita 
The Couzy/ Desmaison Route 
on the North Face was climbed 
for the first time in winter by 
Giorgio Bertone and Laurenzino 
Casson, during February 24-27. 
Grandes Jorasses: 
The Shroud 
A remarkable first winter solo 
ascent of The Shroud (dis
counting the disputed ascent 
by Pierre Desailloud) was 
accomplished in February by 
Yves Ghirardini . Starting on the 
23rd, he took a line close to the 

Yves Ghirardini - frostbitten 
after a five day bivouac. 

Desmaison I Bertone/ Claret 
Route for three days, before 
joining The Shroud above the 
steep initial couloirs. 
A fourth night was spent near 
the top of the ice, and a fifth 
on the Hironde!les Ridge. On 
the 28th, Ghirardini reached the 
summit of the Pointe Walker 
and began the descent of the 
Italian side in deteriorating 
weather. In Chamonix, it was 
assumed that he had safely 
reached Courmayeur, and not 
until five days later, when 
anxious relatives began making 
enquiries, was it realized that 
he was still on the mountain! 
On March 6, a helicopter found 
Ghirardini 'dug in' not far from 
the Grandes Jorasses refuge. 
He was alive, but his feet were 
badly frost-bitten. He had 
lost his way in a storm during 
the descent and, having 
dropped his rucksack on the 
fourth day of the climb, had 
spent a total of eight days 
without bivouac equipment! 
Zermatt Breithorn: 
North-East Face 
Ugo Manera and Claudio 
Santunione made the first 
winter ascent of the Mel!ano 
Route on Gendarme 4105, the 
most easterly satellite of the 
Breithorn massif. The climb 
took three days. 
Lauterbrunnen Breithorn: 
North Face 
In February, Dick Renshaw and 
Joe Tasker made an ascent of 
this face in three days. 
Beginning at the foot of the 
main face, they worked left to 
join the rib of the Chervet/ 
Richardet Route, which they 
followed to the top . 
Correspondents: Contamine. 
Tasker, Ghirardini, Rouse, 
Holdener and Matti 

AUSTRALIA 
Henry Barber went on the 
rampage during his first visit 
to Australia, freeing dozens of 
previously aided routes and 
establishing hard new climbs . 
On Frog Buttress alone he 
removed the aid from twelve 
routes (including Child in Time, 
grade 22) and made seven first 
ascents, several of which were 
graded 23. Victorian climbs fell 
to Barber at a similar hurricane 
pace of up to six a day. These 
included the direct finish to 
A Taste of Honey (23), a horrific 
technical roof - Dramp (22) -
which Barber compared to Our 
Father at Stoney Middleton, 
Kama Sutra (22), Pebbles (23) , 
and the often attempted 
Reaper (20). 
At Mt. Buffalo Gorge he made 
the second ascent of the 
ferocious off-width crack, 
Monarch (22), which had been 
climbed for the first time only 
two days before by Ronald 
Pauligk, and then made the 
first free ascent of Black Road, 
originally graded 23/ MO by 
Ian Lewis, but down -graded 
to 22 by Barber. 
During the summer, a number 
of other outstanding climbs were 
achieved by Australian climbers : 
New South Wales 
Development of the Wolgan 
Valley continues at a rapid pace. 
Two superb new wall climbs 
have been added by Mike Law : 
with Pete Taylor, he did The 
Winding Wall (22/ M0), and 

Below: Henry Barber making a 
free ascent of Flashpoint (22) in 
the Wo!gan Valley. 



with Nick Taylor he put up 
The Fall (20), a climb with 
three crux pitches. 
The single point of aid on War 
of the Roses was removed 
during the second ascent by 
Roland Pauligk and Pete 
Cannings, but the climb is still 
graded 20. 
Pauligk, with Tony Nemec, also 
made free ascents of Return to 
Anarchy and Ishtar, both grade 
20, while Steppenwolf (21) was 
freed by Nick Taylor and Mike 
Law. 
At Echo Point, the horrendous 
Echo Crack was climbed with 
a minimal amount of aid by 
Kim Carrigan with R. Muhlen. 
Now graded 22/ M5, its two 
long sustained pitches are of 
equal difficulty. 
A.C.T. 
On the intimidating Trojan Walls, 
an often attempted line was 
finally climbed by Ray Lassman, 
Norm Booth and Lincoln Hall, 
to produce Soolaimon (20/ M2). 
At Mushroom Rock, Ian Lewis 
added The Gingerman (21 ). 
Victoria 
Renewed interest in Mt. Buffalo 
Gorge was highlighted by the 
appearance of one of the first 
climbs in Australia to be graded 
23. Black Road, a long, thin 
diagonal crack, was led by Ian 
Lewis with no seconds ; it was 
later down-graded to 22 by 
Henry Barber. 
Other notable climbs included 
free ascents of The Establish
ment (20), by Greg Mortimer 
and Keith Bell, and Sultan (20), 
by Mike Law, Nick Taylor and 
Lewis. On the north wall, an 
almost completely free ascent 
of Fiihrer Eliminate (19/ M1) 
was made by Joe Friend and 
Kim Carrigan. 
Carrigan was also active at Mt. 
Rosca, where he and Andrew 
Thomson eliminated most of 
the aid from The Last Act, to 
produce some very sustained 
grade 21 climbing. In the same 
area, Chris Dewhirst made the 
first free ascent of the direct 
start to Debutante (21). 
Tasmania 
Carrigan and Lewis were active 
on the Organ Pipes, creating a 
number of good new climbs, 
including Resurrection Shuffle 
(19) and Gala Performance. 
The classic Ewbank grade 15, 
The Shield, was repeated by the 
same pair, who thought it to 
be a good grade 20. 
Around at Coles Bay, twenty 
new routes were climbed during 
a burst of activity. The hardest 
of these WP.re After the Gold
rush (19), by Lewis and 
Carrigan, and Harlequin (19) , 
by Dick Hain and Byron 
Kennedy. 
Corrections 
In Mountain 41 we erroneously 
reported Ghoul and Slider as 
Goof and Flider. Also Squeak 
Easy and several other routes 
involved some extra aid . 

Correspondents: Carrigan, 
Friend and Baxter 

EASTAFRIC~ 
Mt. Kenya {17,058ft.) 
Visiting American climbers Yvon 
Chouinard and Mike Covington 
made a spectacular direct finish 
to the Diamond Couloir in 
January. The pair climbed the 
final 200ft. ice-headwall, which 
the original Snyder/ Thumbi 
line avoided by means of a 
circuitous route up the Southern 
Slabs and a traverse back to the 
Diamond Glacier above the 
steep section. By climbing two 
sustained pitches of 80 ° ice, 
Chouinard and Covington 
reached the lowest tip of the 
glacier, thus completing a direct 
ascent of the couloir and the 
final ice-wall. 
Controversy has arisen, how
ever, on two issues relating to 
the climb. From the top of the 
ice, Chouinard and Covington 
traversed off to the right, leaving 
the final 600ft. to the Gate of 
the Mists unclimbed. 
On an early attempt on the 
Diamond Couloir, Phil Snyder 
and Ian Howell, having climbed 
the major difficulties of what is 
now the Snyder/ Thumbi Route, 
also left the final, easier Diamond 
Glacier unclimbed and were not 
credited with a first ascent. Local 

GREENLAND 

French find 
major rock 

; , i ~ ~~E,~, Frnach e,pedi 
t l ~ tion led by Maurice Barrard 
''.:'' · t attempted the formidable West 

• Face of Ketil, one of the im
pressive peaks of the Ketif
Pingasut region in southern 

\. Greenland. Gerard Velay's 
\ photograph on the left typifies 

Above: The Diamond Cou!oir: 
1. Snyder/ Thumbi Route; 2. 
Chouinard/ Covington Route; 3 . 
The Ice Window Route. 

.:J the glacier polished quality of 
the area's cliffs . The team had 
hoped to force a direct route 
up the center, but were 
obliged by the compact nature 
of the rock to follow a line of 
cracks and diedres on the left 
hand side. Five days of 
sustained climbing and dif
ficult rope manoeuvres brought 
them to a point within a few 
pitches of the top when a 
violent storm forced them to 
retreat the full length of the 
face, and continuing bad 
weather prevented further 
attempts. Fixed ropes were left 
in place to their high point 
however, and the same group 
hope to return to complete the 
route this summer. 
While work was in progress on 
the face, six members of the 
expedition made a difficult ice 
route on the North Face of an 
unnamed 6,500ft. peak six miles 
to the east of Ketil-Pingasut. 

opinion thus seems to favour 
the traditional view that the top 
must be reached, if an 'ascent' 
is to be claimed. The season in 
which a climb is done adds a 
second element to the debate. 
In summer, the top of the 
Snyder/ Thumbi Route is on 
rock and can be described as an 
escape from the ice which 
Chouinard and Covington 
climbed. But in winter, the 
season of the original ascent, 
the Southern Slabs are covered 
in snow and ice, and provide 
the line of least resistance at the 
point where the couloir and 
the final ice-headwall meet. The 
ascent of the slabs in winter 
can therefore be considered a 
classical solution, avoiding 
difficulties where possible. 
Regardless of how one chooses 
to allocate credit for the first 
ascent of the Diamond Couloir, 
it is clear that the route has 
played an important part in the 
advent of high-standard 
mountaineering on Mt. Kenya 
during the past few years. The 
outstanding feature of the 
Chouinard/ Covington finish is 
best illustrated by the immediate 
interest other climbers have 
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shown in the route. Phil Snyder 
and South African Dave 
Cheeseman (on ice for the first 
time) made the second ascent, 
after an approach via the Ice 
Window Route. Cheeseman 
later returned with Dave Morris 
and climbed the entire 
Diamond Couloir, plus the 
direct finish and the final 600ft. 
to the Gate of the Mists, to 
make the first complete direct 
ascent. A complete ascent of 
this direct route in the more 
difficult conditions of winter is 
now awaited to add the final 
chapter to the development of 
the route. 
Elsewhere on Mt. Kenya, the 
Ice Window Route, the South 
Face, the South-West Ridge 
and the West Face had 
numerous ascents, including 
solo ascents of the last two by 
Cheeseman. 

NORWAY 

Renewed 
development 
inremote 
areas 
WINTER 1974 

Romsdal 
A number of ascents by Eastern 
European climbers can now be 
reported in greater detail. 
On the South-East Face of the 
Trollrygen, which is really the 
flank of the celebrated East 
Pillar, Czechs Orolin, Bakos, 
Petrick and Soldan made a new 
route, between February 
25 and March 7. 
Sirl, Pechous, Pulpan and Talia 
made the first winter ascent of 
the nearby East Pillar of Sondre 
Trolltind, on March 10-11. 
Earlier, the same group had 
made the first winter ascent of 
the East Pillar of Breitind 
(February 25-27). 
Finally, Soldan and Zahoransky 
made the first ascent of the 
couloir on the South-East Face 
of Hornaksla, on March 12-13. 

SUMMER 1974 

Lyngen Peninsula 
Two British expeditions visited 
this area in July and August. A 
twelve-member team from 
Queen Mary College, led by 
Doug Ross, was particularly 
active in the Jiek'kevarri region; 
five new routes of between 
1,500ft. and 2,500ft. were 
established, and repeats were 
made of several existing routes. 
Despite the advantages of the 
'midnight sun' and a vast 
potential for new routes, the 
climbers found themselves 
somewhat restricted by rather 
unstable weather and generally 
loose rock. Two climbs con
sidered to be of particular merit 

JO 

Cheeseman further enhanced a 
fine season's record with an 
ascent of the formidable East 
Face of Ne/ion (6, A3), with 
Tony Charlton, and the second 
ascent of the Grand Traverse of 
Mt. Kenya, with Phil Snyder. 
First climbed in 1964 by Rusty 
Baillie and Tom Phillips, the 
traverse includes the South 
Ridge of Point Pigott, the West 
Ridge to the main peak, and 
then a descent to the South
East Ridge, which connects 
Ne/ion with Point John. 
Also on Mt. Kenya, Northey 
Glacier (5) was soloed by Dave 
Morris, and Chouinard and Eve 
Deahl made an enjoyable 
climb on the North Face of 
Midget Peak; further new 
routes appeared on Point 
Slade, Point Pigott and Point 
Dutton. Overall, this has been 
the best and busiest season in 

were the East Face of Point 
1565 on Balgesvarri (1,650ft., 
grade 6 inf.), climbed by Charles 
Cook, Graham Desroy and John 
Ibbotson, and the South-East 
Face of Jiek'kevarri (2,500ft., 
grade 5 sup.), by Cook and 
Ibbotson. An attempt on 
another route on Jiek'kevarri 
was abandoned near the top, 
when a fall resulted in the two 
climbers concerned being 
suspended from a single, small 
belay nut. Neither of them was 
seriously hurt, and they were 
able to abseil off and descend 
to their camp. 
Skjomdal Area 
Last summer, a party from Surrey 
University spent two months in 
Northern Norway, climbing in 
the Skjomdal, Stetind and 
Lyngen areas. Richard Turnbull 
and Peter Orme repeated the 
Naess Route, on the Sydpillar 
of Stetind, without aid (HVS). 
The same pair also put up two 
fine new routes on previously 
unclimbed cliffs in the 
Skjomdal. On Haugsbakktind, 
they made a 1,500ft. VS, A 1 
route up the central diedre on 
the South-West Face, and on 
Durmalstind they did a 2,500ft. 
HVS line on the right side of 
the North-West Face. Both 
crags have scope for further 
development, with fine climbing 
on compact granite. 
Lofoten Islands 
Ian Duckworth and Geordie 
Skelton made three fine new 
climbs on the high quality 
granite cliffs of Austvagay Island. 
This largely unexplored area is 
characterized by solid, rough 
granite, which gives excellent 
slab and crack climbing. The 
routes were between 1,200ft. 
and 1,800ft in length and 
involved pitches of up to grade 6. 
Romsdal 
Dave Wright and Geordie 
Skelton made a new route on 
the South-West Buttress of the 
Stighorn. It was named Bands 

the history of the mountain . 
Mt. Kilimanjaro (19,340ft.) 
John Temple and Tony Charlton 
forced a new route (4,000ft., 
grade 5) up the formidable 
Breach Wall of Kibo. They 
climbed the right side of the 
wall, then traversed on to the 
Heim Glacier near the top, 
spending two days on the route. 
Other Areas 
In Hell's Gate Gorge, four new 
HVS routes have been added to 
the 500ft. main wall. Mark 
Savage and Joanne Burger 
climbed a hard Direct Start to 
Olympian and also established 
Time Slip, while lain Allen and 
Dave Cheeseman put up 
Juggernaut and Days of 
Future Passed. Emphasis has 
been on reducing aid on this fine 
wall. 
Correspondents: Allen and 
Chouinard 

of Gold (1,800ft., grade 5), 
after the yellow rock bands that 
were climbed during a serious 
and sustained 200ft. traverse. 
The same pair also made an early 
ascent of the Eastern Diedre on 
Nordre Trolltind: eliminating aid 
from both the A2 pitches (now 
grade 6), they managed to 
complete the climb in sixteen 
hours from leaving the bottom 
of the face. The main diedre 
gave good climbing, but was 
extremely serious due to the 
lack of belays. 
Wright, this time accompanied 
by Ian Duckworth, also climbed 
the South-East Cracks of 
Adjesfjell. Although the lower 
section of the route was "loose, 
vegetated and indistinct", the 
upper face was found to be of 
good quality. 

WINTER 1974/75 
Romsdal 
The classic West Ridge of Store 
Vengetind was climbed for the 
first time in winter by Jarl Ivar 
Saether and Ben Campbell
Kelly, in two days. Many of the 
difficult slab pitches were 
covered in thin ice, forcing the 
pair to take a more direct line 
on the ridge. 
Lakeselvtinder 
This impressive ridge complex 
in northern Norway was 
traversed by Nils Englestad and 
Bjarne Schmidt, who followed 
the original north-south direc
tion of the 1951 Falkner/ Moore 
Route. The climb was made in 
good conditions and settled 
weather, and only one bivouac 
was needed. 
The second winter ascent of 
the ridge in the opposite direc
tion was completed almost 
simultaneously, by Ove Skjerven 
and Sigurd Nesheim. 
Correspondents: Cieplinska 
Bojarska, Turnbull, Duckworth, 
Ross and Durkan 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Ben Nevis 
A notable achievement not 
reported in our winter notes in 
Mountain 42 was Gordon 
Smith's four-climbs-in-one-day 
solo spree on Ben Nevis; Smith 
did Hadrian's Wall, Green Gully, 
Comb Gully and the Central 
Gully Variation in Coire na 
Ciste, finishing at two o'clock 
in the afternoon. He also made 
the second winter ascent of 
Slav Route and the first winter 
ascent of Indicator Wall, both 
with Terry King. The difficulties 
of these two routes rank them 
with the hardest done on Ben 
Nevis to date. 
Cairngorms 
On Shelter Stone Crag, The 
Citadel was climbed for the first 
time in winter by Alan Rouse 
and Brian Hall. The final wall was 
snow-free, however, and was 
avoided by a traverse left on 
the terraces to join Sticil Face. 
Correction 
In Mountain 42 we erroneously 
named John Mothersele, in
stead of John Moreland, as Bob 
Smith's partner on the first 
ascent of Yeti on Creag an 
Dubh Loch. 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Borrowdale 
On the minor crags of 
Watendlath, two new routes 
have been made: Blondin (90ft , 
HVS), by Steve Clegg and Jeff 
Lamb, and Slack Alice (80ft., 
XS), by Lamb and Pete Botterill. 
Buttermere 
On Buckstone How. Pete 
Whillans and Huey Locheren 
made a new one-pitch route, 
Brutus (XS), through the 
bulges just left of Caesar. Jeff 
Lamb was attempting the 
second ascent of this route 
when a large hold broke away; 
he fell 30ft. on to a ledge, 
injuring his leg. 
Langdale 
Lamb and Botterill made the 
first free ascent of Cruel Sister 
on Pavey Ark; they predict that 
this fine and very difficult route 
is destined to become a classic. 
The route was also climbed free 
by Allan Austin and Rodney 
Valentine, after prolonged 
shared effort. Austin was less 
complimentary, claiming that 
these free ascents justified his 
and Valentine's decision to 
leave Matheson·s first ascent 
description (with aid) out of 
the Langdale guide. This con
troversial action stands in 
sharp contrast to the inclusion 
in the Scafell guide, of the 
(aided) description of The 
Cumbrian, another route that 
has seen an early reduction of 
the first ascent aid. 
Scafell 
The Lord of the Rings, the fine 
girdle of the East Buttress, 
which had gone six years with
out a second ascent, was 



climbed by Ed Cleasby and 
Bill Birkett on May 18. Within 
a week, two more ascents 
were made. All three parties 
reported that the crux was the 
poorly protected traverse from 
Holy Ghost into Hell's Groove, 
a pitch that had frustrated 
earlier attempts. In early June, 
Pete Livesey made a solo 
ascent of the route, using a 
back rope on the crucial 
traverse. 
Esk Buttress 
Ron Fawcett and John 
Hesletine made the third 
ascent of The Cumbrian. As on 
the second ascent, a nut was 
used to rest before the final 
groove. The pair also found a 
new route, Wild Bunch (XS), 
which takes a direct line to the 
left of Grand Slam. 

NORTH WALES 

Craig y Forwen 
Located near Abergele on the 
north coast, this fine lime
stone crag offers nearly forty 
routes, but is unfortunately 
without a guidebook. Two old 
A3 routes here have recently 
been free climbed by Pete 
Livesey and Jill Lawrence: 
Great Wall (125ft., XS), and 
Quickstep (130ft., XS), both 
highly technical one-pitch run
outs. Livesey reports that the 
quality of these climbs matches 
anything he has experienced 
on limestone. 
Clogwyn du'r Arddu 
On the Far East Buttress, Arn is 
Strapcans added a direct start 
(XS, 5c) to Naddyn Ddu, 
which involves serious wall 
climbing on loose flakes to 
gain the normal route at the 
end of the tension traverse. 
Strapcans with Chris King, 
forced a route through the 
overhangs left of Mostest 
Direct Start (Rumple Stiltskin. 
XS, 5b). 
Alec Sharp is writing a com
pletely modernized guide for 
the Climbers' Club, and is keen 
to receive all relevant informa
tion and comment regarding 
both old and new routes. His 
address is: 15 Richmond Road, 
New Barnett, Herts. 
Tremadoc 
John Whittle and Chris Dale 
have girdled the main, central 
section of Pant !fan, giving a 
sustained, but nowhere highly 
technical, climb (XS). From 
just below the overhang on 
Scratch Arete, they traversed 
left, climbed across to the top 
stance of Barbarian, then 
continued past Pincushion to 
finish up Erebus. 
Also on Pant !fan, Livesey and 
Lawrence climbed a fierce 
finger-crack on the wall left of 
Barbarian to give Fingerlicker 
(XS). 

YORKSHIRE/DERBYSHIRE 

Gritstone 
Two exceedingly difficult 
problems have been climbed in 
Yorkshire. At Caley Crag, Alan 
Manson made the first ascent 

of High Noon (XS). This spec
tacular arete near Noonday Rib 
has tantalized local climbers 
for many years. On his first 
attempt (on sight), Manson fell 
from near the top; he took 
several more falls on sub
sequent attempts, before 
completing the route . 
At llkley, Pete Livesey climbed 
the fierce, isolated rib at the 
back of the quarry, to make 
Guillotine (XS). The climb has 
no protection, and was soloed 
by Livesey after he had top
roped it a number of times . 
At Almscliff, Mike Hammill 
soloed the impending wall to 
the right of The Gypsy, to 
give Opus (HVS), and at Earl 
Crag he solved the problem of 
the overhanging niche to the 
left of Boundary Wall, produc
ing Sour Grapes (HVS) . 
Previously unreported was 
Alan Manson's solo ascent last 
year of the obvious right
leaning ramp in the centre of 
Earl Crag, which he named 
Early Riser (HVS). 
Another addition at Almscliff 
is Manson's and Hammill's 
Birdlime Direct (XS), which 
takes the overhang above 
Birdlime Traverse. 
At Millstone Edge, Ron Fawcett 
and Pete Livesey climbed 
Coventry Street free, grading it 
XS, and also made early (on 
sight) repeats of Green Death 
and Edge Lane. 
Limestone 
On Kilnsey Crag, Ron Fawcett 
and Pete Livesey have free
climbed much of the ground 
taken by two old aid routes to 
give a fine new route, The 
Birdmen (175ft., XS) . Using 
the route's single point of aid 
to leave the ground, they 
climbed the over-hanging crack 
a few feet rig ht of Original 
Route, gained the arete of 
Hinterstoiser, and finished up 
the second pitch of The Fly. 
Livesey, with Jill Lawrence, 
added two new routes on 
Gordale Scar: Badfinger (1 00ft., 
HVS) takes the buttress left of 
the first pitch of Botany Bay, 
then finishes up the groove to 
the right of its second pitch; 
Ouickfinish (HVS) goes up the 
clean arete to the right of 
Boy Wonder. On the same day, 
Ron Fawcett and Chris Gibb 
made the second ascent of 
Deliverance. 
Livesey and Lawrence also put 
up two new climbs on Giggles
wick Scar: Acid Test (1 00ft., 
XS) is an extremely technical 
climb up the overhanging 
pillar at the crag's left end, and 
Rampant (60ft., HVS) takes the 
steep wall and roof above 
Austin's Ramp. 
On High Tor, Arnis Strapcans 
made a new free climb which 
more or less follows the line of 
Bastion Wall. The route, named 
Robert Brown (160ft., XS, 5c) 
after the climber who died in 
last year's Spider's Web 
tragedy, was done in several 

Above: Alan Manson on the 6a section of High Noon, just below 
the point from which he fell repeatedly before climbing the route. 
Photo: Tim Galvin 

stages, two early attempts being 
thwarted by rain . Frustrated 
by these failures, Strapcans 
returned late one afternoon 
with Jeremy Frost, and abseiled 
on to the central ledge (his 
previous high-point). The pair 
finally completed the route in 
near darkness - Strapcans 
minus half a front tooth which 
he lost while frantically placing 
a protection peg in greasy rock 
20ft. from the top. 
Apologies to the Derbyshire 
locals who had climbed The 
Fly, The Spider, Zombie, and 
Constable Crack without aid 
years before the ascents re
ported in Mountain 42. The 
Yorkshire visitors may have 
been tempted to believe they 
had made the first free ascents 
by the number of pegs in place. 

SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND 

Cheddar 
Following the clarification of 
the Cheddar climbing ban in 
the article in Mountain 40, 
Cheddar has experienced a 
period of energetic exploration 
over the winter, and climbers 
have reported that there has 
been "less interference by the 
authorities than in previous 
years". 

In the Pinnacle Bay area, Arnis 
Strapcans and Chris King found 
Wall Street Shuffle (240ft., 
MXS, 5b) . This climbs the wall 
below the obvious bedding 
plane of Skid Row, free climbs 
most of the middle section of 
the old A2 route, Warlord, then 
finishes up a faint groove to 
the left. 
On Great Rock, the same pair 
made another impressive climb, 
Siberia (210ft., XS, 5c), which 
offers an exposed and serious 
line on the clean wall above 
the terrace of Burma Road. 
During the following weekend, 
Strapcans and King succeeded 
in establishing two further 
routes: Milky Whey (11 Oft., 
MXS) follows the smooth 
groove stepped by overhangs 
to the left of Temptation, and 
Rock Machine (200ft., MXS, 
5b) takes a central line up 
Acid Rock. 
Pat Littlejohn and Richard 
Broomhead have also been at 
work on Great Rock, vastly 
improving the original line of 
Avatar with an independent 
finish of 180ft. of fine 5a 
climbing. 
On High Rock, Littlejohn, with 
Dave Garner, forced a route up 
the usually damp wall left of 
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Shangri-La, to produce Bad 
Dog (150ft., XS). Also on High 
Rock, Littlejohn and Broomhead 
completed the often tried 
buttress to the right of Twilight 
of Imperialism; the climb, 
Shemshak (160ft., HVS) was 
put up with surprising ease. 
On the south side, a fierce 
overhanging crack on Prospect 
Tier yielded to the same team 
to give The Wink (70ft., XS). 
Somerset Coast 

' ' 

The limestone sea-cliffs at 
Brean Down, near Weston
super- Mare, have been ushered 
somewhat belatedly into the 
·seventies by Pat Littlejohn, 
with a pair of good and difficult 
climbs. Bones Chimney (1 00ft., 
XS) takes the repellent cleft to 
the right of Great Corner 
(which itself gives a fine HVS), 
while Pretty Boy Floyd climbs 
an obvious left-slanting line on 
the clean face fifty yards left of 
Cyclops Slab. ~ ~- · 4~ y 
Lundy 
Easter this year saw a change 
of emphasis, with more 
climbers than ever visiting the 
island, but with only seven new 
routes being climbed. 
Predictably, the major routes 
were climbed by Pat Littlejohn, 
who was partnered by Dave 
Garner. American Beauty 
(340ft., MXS), the first route in 
the newly named Grand Falls 
Zawn, just south of the 
Threequarter Wall, takes one of 
the largest slabs on the island; 
Messin' with the Kid (140ft .• 
MXS) is an impressive crack 
line right of the top pitch of 
Ulysses Factor on Focal 
Buttress, and is likened by its 
originators to Gogarth's Park 
Lane; and The Verdict (230ft., 
HVS) is a very steep line on 
Montague Wall, to the left of 
the previous routes. 

Above: New routes on Blackchurch Rock in Devon. 1. The Almighty (HVS); 2. Savage God (XS); 3. 
The Verger (HVS); 4. Loose Woman (XS); 5. Barrabas (HVS); 6. Sexton (XS); 7. The Archtempter (XS). 
Photo: Ken Wilson 

Also in this area is Aspara 
(280ft., S), on Weird Wall; 
climbed by Nick Allen and Bob 
Moulton, it follows the con
tinuation of the slab taken by 
the first pitch of Wodwo, and 
provides a potentially classic 
Severe in a 'big-cliff' situation. 
Further north, Jenny's Cove, 
the scene of so much recent 
development, produced only 
Jack in the Box (140ft., VS), 
a climb in Box Zawn put up by 
Mike Putnam and Ted Lister. 
Finally, in Arch Zawn, Les 
Halliwell and Elaine Brook 
climbed Blizzard (140ft., VS) 
and Way Out (200ft., HS), 
climbs whose names are not 
without significance. 
Otherwise the emphasis was 
on repeat ascents, with routes 
such as Ulysses Factor 
(generally agreed to be VS, 

despite reports to the contrary 
in Rocksport) and Albacore 
beginning to take on the trade 
route status of Albion and 
Diamond Solitaire. With a 
number of other routes receiv
ing early repeats, a wider 
concensus of opinion concern
ing quality and grading of 
routes is gradually building up; 
details will soon be available, 
along with new route descrip
tions, from Bob Moulton. 
Finally, it is a pity to have to 
report both on the steeply 
rising cost of visiting the 
island and on the ever-increas
ing numbers of climbers 
known to have been frustrated 
in their attempts to get a 
booking to stay on Lundy. In 
the latter respect, the best 
procedure is to make a booking 
up to twelve months ahead, 
to be as flexible as possible in 
asking for a booking, and to 
do the whole thing by tele
phone; the number of the 
Lundy office is Barnstaple 
(STD Code 0271) 73333. 
Devon and Cornwall 
Most developments here reflect 
the last activities of the late 
Keith Darbyshire. At Black
church, he added two excellent 
climbs whose moderate 
difficulty (in comparison with 
that of their neighbours) made 
them instantly popular. The 
Verger (270ft., HVS) takes an 
impressive line on the left edge 
of the huge central slab. Its 
main pitch gives exposed 
climbing on positive holds, 
with sparse protection. The 

THE ALPINE ClUB 
seeks an ASSISTANT SECRETARY to work a four day week from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The ideal applicant will be aged about thirty-five with moderate book
keeping, typing and shorthand or dictaphone skill. She will also act as recep
tionist, and should be prepared to turn her hand to many interesting and 
unusual tasks within the Club and mountaineering world. The ideal candi~ate 
could expect to earn £2.000 p.a. Applications with c.v. to M.F. Baker, 2 Crown 
Office, Row Temple, London E.C. 4. 
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conspicuous crack to the right 
of Loose Women was climbed 
to give Barrabas (225ft, VS), a 
remarkably sustained and loose 
route for which big hexentrics 
give essential protection. 
A dramatic new cliff at Dyer's 
Lookout, a few miles south of 
Hartland Point, gave Steve 
Jones and Pat Littlejohn an 
exciting day in October when 
they finished the lesser of the 
two aretes which dominate the 
crag. Jones took a sizable fall 
from the 100ft. main pitch 
before relinquishing the lead. 
Earth-Rim-Roarer (145ft., XS) 
is serious, sustained, and very 
rewarding for its length. 
In the Bude area, Darbyshire 
added many new routes to 
Menachurch Point, Wrangle 
Point and Compass Point, the 
most important being Ironside 
(150ft., VS) and The Entertainer 
(120ft., XS). The first ascent of 
the latter route was filmed by 
BBC television. 
Compass Point, in particular, 
should enjoy considerable 
popularity in the future; easy 
access, plenty of sun and a 
good selection of routes make 
it an ideal introduction to the 
North Coast cliffs. All route 
descriptions are due to be 
published in the forthcoming 
New Climbs Bulletin, and 
routes like Tydomin (VS), 
Caravanservai (HVS) and 
Crimptyphon (XS) seem certain 
to gain classic recognition. 
Pete Livesey and Jill Lawrence 
paid a visit to Pentire Head 
and, after climbing Eroica and 

eliminating its remaining aid 
move, made a new route up the 
obvious left-leaning crack line 
left of Eroica. The route, Cobra 
(130ft., XS), has an excellent 
flake and undercling section 
before breaking out left from 
the buttress at half height. 
Darbyshire was also active in 
North Cornwall. Amongst other 
things, he climbed a 300ft. 
VS on the rambling cliff to the 
right of Pentire's 'Great Wall', 
and a scaring but worthwhile 
climb (Snakebite: 150ft., HVS) 
on the shale cliffs at Backways 
Cove. His best contribution, 
however, was at Carn Gow/a, 
where he and Dave Garner 
traversed the Red Walls, 
producing a long and serious 
girdle (580ft., HVS) without 
great technical difficulty. 
On Dartmoor, the first signifi
cant route to appear since 
Hay Tor's Low Man develop
ment of 1971 was climbed by 
Darbyshire last year. 
Widecombe Wall (70ft., XS) 
gives fierce climbing up a 
tower-like buttress. 
Correspondents: Chadwick, 
Rouse, Read, Manson, Livesey, 
Strapcans, Littlejohn and 
Moulton 

FOREIGN SUBSCRIPTION 
RATES 

Sharply increasing costs have 
forced us to raise the subscrip
tion rates to overseas readers 
this month to: U.S. $8. 00; all 
other countries £3.00; for one 
year(six issues). 

INWARD BOUND 
Mountaineering and Yoga, 

combined sessions throughout the year. 
Information from: Gordon Smith 

3 Hyde Park Mansions, London N.W.1 



PEOPLE 
Cosmic Forces on the 
Climbing Scene 
A preoccupation with mystical 
or spiritual matters is nothing 
new amongst mountaineers ; 
one thinks immediately of 
Younghusband, Crowley and 
all those uplifted Victorian 
clergymen . But in today's world 
climate of experimental 
counter-cultures and religions. 
It is hardly surprising that the 
impact is felt also in the 
mountain world . 
The Arica Institute of Boulder, 
Colorado, which operates 
courses to prepare you for 
higher consciousness, inte
grates sessions on philosophy, 
massage, relaxation and 
meditation with outdoor activi
ties supervised by staff trained 
in Outward Bound techniques. 
'Inward Bound', in fact, is how 
Gordon Spence sees it, and 
he has been offering similar 
courses in Britain for the past 
year. These courses are designed 
to liberate the harmony that 

Spence - inward bound 

should exist between indivi
duals and the Cosmos, by 
developing the inter-relation
ships of mind, body and nature, 
through meditation, moun
taineering, and Hatha and 
other Yogas. 
Spence, a 26-year-old ancillary 
worker in the Probation Service, 
teaches Yoga several nights a 
week at a Kensington commune 
that specializes in all aspects of 
New Age Thinking from 
vegetarianism and fringe 
medicine to oriental philoso
phies. His Inward Bound 
courses are small and informal, 
which is partly intentional and 
partly because of a scarcity of 
trained leaders. A typical day 
starts with meditation and 
yoga; then, after a simple 
breakfast, members go into the 
hills where climbing activities 
are interspersed with sponta
neous meditations and 
murmurings. More meditation 
follows in the evening, until 
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finally, after dinner, the day 
closes with - you have it -
further meditation. Couldn 't so 
much contemplative relaxation 
blur the type of tension and 
concentration required for 
mountain climbing? Spence 
feels strongly that it does not. 
"I certainly wouldn 't equate 
relaxation with any diminished 
awareness," he says. "Quite 
the reverse in fact; it actually 
heightens perception ." 
Leading guru of an American 
sect of mountain mystics is 
Michael Tobias, founder of the 
Tree Community, a peaceful 
group of people dedicated to 
dwelling silently amidst rocks 
and waters. Tobias is 24, San 
Franciscan-born . He has 
taught at the Esalen Institute 
at Big Sur. At present he is 
working for a Ph.D. at the 
University of California, at 
Santa Cruz. His interests are 
centred on writing and 
mountaineering, and in the 
name of each he has already 
travelled widely. Apart from 
his extensive climbing in 
America, he has visited Britain, 
the Alps, Crete, Sinai, Kashmir 
and Bhutan - through which, 
with Tenzing, he led a 
Mountain Travel expedition 
early this year. 

Tobias - worst writer? 

Tobias's researches have taken 
him to the rare books rooms of 
St. Catherine's Monastery, 
Harvard University, the 
University of Amsterdam, the 
Rockefeller and British 
Museums, and the Mount of 
Temptations Hermitage - to 
name just some of his places 
of study. Aside from their 
extraordinary content and 
appearance, his two privately
printed, limited-edition books, 
Dhaulagirideon and Tsa, are 
especially remarkable for the 
agitation, fury and derision 
they have aroused in reviewers 
(Childs: ·· .. . Tobias rightfully 

takes his place as the worst 
prose writer the [climbing] 
world has ever known. No 
small achievement for such an 
intelligent, well-educated, 
determined young man .") 
The problem, as both Mike 
Pearson (who wrestled with 
Dhaulagirideon in Mountain 31) 
and Geoff Childs (who skilfully 
dismembered Tsa and its 
author in Mountain Gazette 31) 
made clear in their reviews, is 
that nobody knows what on 
earth Tobias is talking about. 
The fact that he seems to see 
himself as an important in
novator, a worthy successor to 
Joyce, Kazantzakis and Beckett, 
and presenting the same 
problems as these masters, 
doesn't seem to excuse his 
obscurity ; for he also manages 
to imply that his books carry an 
important message, and the 
reader is bound to wonder why 
he can't get this message out 
in decent English. Such is the 
confusion he has caused that 
even Pearson and Childs felt 
obliged to provide outlines of 
Tobias's philosophy which, on 
their own admission, didn't 
appear in, or couldn't be 
extracted from, the books in 
question. 
Can Tobias make his un
doubtedly exceptional know
ledge of mountain arcana 
available to those who would 
like to share it? To date, there 
is no evidence that he can, but 
the next few months promise 
an interesting development. In 
collaboration with the English 
climber, Harold Drasdo, he is 
co-editing a major collection 
of new writing, painting and 
photography centred on the 
mountain in art and culture. 
At first glance the alliance 
seems an unlikely one, but it 
could well prove fruitful. 
Drasdo's writing, at least, has 
been described by Ascent as 
possessed of "extreme clarity 
of thought and style". 

The Climbing Abbot 
From the high priest of the 
solipsists to a cleric of more 
orthodox cloth ; over the years, 
the abbe Audoubert has figured 
prominently in many of the 
major routes put up by French 
climbers in the Mont Blanc 
area. He was also one of the 
team to climb Huascaran's 
North-East Arete in 1972, and 
this year he is on an expedition 
to Gasherbrum II. 
Audoubert is now 40 ; he was 

Audoubert - many possibilities 

born at Cazeres sur Garonne 
within sight of the Pyrenees, 
but, though he longed to visit 
and climb them, it was only 
when he left home as a young 
man that the opportunity 
presented itself. He first 
studied catering in Toulouse 
and worked as a hotelier be
fore entering a religious 
seminary. He began climbing at 
23, and it was his passion for 
mountains that led him to 
exercise his ministry with 
young people. In the ten years 
that he worked as a chaplain 
to students, he introduced 
many of them to the mountains. 
"Many hundreds of young 
people have been in my 
pastoral care during my years 
as chaplain, and I in my turn 
have allowed myself to be 
transformed by them," he says. 
Audoubert is a thoughtful man 
and his philosophy of life is 
still evolving. "To me, to ask 
why I climb is only part of the 
bigger question, why live? 
Life discloses its obstacles and 
secrets in much the same way 
as a mountain, one after the 
other. Life is risky, the moun
tain also. One must relish this 
taste of risk and this share of 
mystery". He goes on: "It is 
true that mountains, at the 
same time as granting us our 
liberty, enslave us, but they 
can break all boundaries and 
allow us to live life to its 
limits, in simplicity and 
liberty." Now, the abbot 
supplements his income by 
climbing lectures and writing, 
but it is not easy. His priesthood 
has required that he live as a 
celibate, but many of his friends 
are now married and, from 
observing the experience of 
others, he sees that there can be 
many possibilities to life. ► 
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MOUNTAIN MEDICINE 
SYMPOSIUM 

"There's no such thing as 
mountain sickness' General 
Bruce used to say, "it can all be 
put down to too much tinned 
salmon the night before." 
These days the subject is 
treated much more seriously as 
indicated recently by the en 
thusiastic response to the 
Symposium on High Altitude 
Medicine, organized by the 
Alpine Club at Plas y Brenin 
earlier this year. No less than 
five Everest doctors (four past 
and one forthcoming) were 
there (Leutzold, Ward, Steele, 
Rosedale, Clarke); so too were 
Himalayan veterans Odell and 
Tilman, Dr. J. Wolf, President 
of the Czech Mountain Health 
Federation ( currently on 
Makalu), eminent mountaineer
doctors Charles Houston (K2) 
and Drummond Rennie 
(Dhaulagiri), and many more. 
All agreed that the symposium 
offered a most valuable forum 
for the medics to exchange 
notes, even if the plethora of 
physiological graphs illustrating 
some lectures were bewildering . 
One of the highlights was 
undoubtedly Dr. Drummond 
Rennie's exposition on 
Pulmonary and Cerebral 
Oedema. Dr. Rennie is a 
celebrated young nephrologist 
from Chicago who has worked 
in co-operation with Dr. Charles 
Houston at the Arctic lnstitute's 
high altitude research station 
on Mt. Logan, in the Yukon 
(where they will be joined 
shortly by Britain's Peter 
Steele). Several cases of 
pulmonary oedema have been 
observed amongst weekend 
skiers who fly up to ski lodges 
in the Rockies, situated at 
around 10,000ft. Dr. Rennie 
says : "I have plenty of strong 
opinions about pulmonary 
oedema and cerebral oedema, 
and they all boil down to 
going up thoughtfully and 
slowly and getting down 
quickly if trouble occurs. 

Polybag and Lilo Pump 7 
Don Robertson of the Institute 
of Aviation Medicine takes up 
the issue of prompt evacua
tion: "This is not always 
possible because of bad 
weather, so why not take the 
air pressure of lower levels up 
to the patient instead. Air 
pressure at sea level is 14Ib. 
per sq. inch, at 9,000-1 0,000ft. 
it is down to about 1 0lb. but 
this is still acceptable to most 
people and is in fact the pres
sure maintained in aircraft ; but 
up at 20,000ft. the pressure is 
down to something like 5Ib., 
and that's when the trouble 
really starts. Suppose the 
patient were put in an airtight 
bag which could be pressurized 
- even a polybag blown up by 
a lilo pump - add a device for 
extracting carbon dioxide and 
the pressure could be main-
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tained at the equivalent of 
lower levels until the patient 
can be brought down." Such 
apparatus would weigh only 
about 3-5Ib. and could become 
standard gear on expeditions. 

No Magic in Space 
Blankets 
Don Robertson's own contri
bution to the Symposium was 
a paper on Protection against 
Cold Injury with special 
reference to clothing, during 
which he questioned the 
almost blind faith people put in 
so-called space blankets. These 
are sheets of aluminized 
plastic, supposedly capable of 
reflecting back body heat -
they cost around £1.50 each 
where a comparable sheet of 
untreated plastic would cost 
about 1 Op. Robertson contends 
that the untreated plastic will 
achieve all the space blanket 
can do, whilst at the same time 
being less brittle and more 
tear-resistant. The aluminised 
plastic was developed for the 
space programme - an 
astronaut's suit is constructed 
of fifty or more layers of the 
foil, separated by some other 
tissue, and offering protection 
equivalent to encasing the 
astronaut in fifty vacuum 
flasks. But the airless condi
ions of space are quite a 
different problem from the 
mountain environment. 

Norfolk Jacket Wanted 
Altitude clothing of today bears 
little resemblance to that of the 
'twenties and 'thirties ; this is 
where the experience of people 
like Odell and Tilman, who 
have withstood extended 
periods at altitude in nothing 
more sophisticated than 
Norfolk Jackets, is unique and 
invaluable. Don Robertson 
would like to carry out labora
tory tests on a Norfolk Jacket, 
but has sadly been unable to 
track one down; neither Odell 
nor Tilman still have theirs and 
other leads have failed. 

A lot of Hot Air 
Dr. Evan Lloyd, of the Royal 
Infirmary Edinburgh, who has 
made a detailed study of 
hypothermia, has developed a 
portable hot air machine for 
treating exposure victims and 

this was demonstrated at Plas 
y Brenin . It has been used on 
British rescues and will be 
taken on Everest, where it is 
expected to be especially useful 
since it provides damp, rather 
than dry oxygen. The equip
ment produces heat and 
moisture by the chemical 
interaction of carbon dioxide 
and soda lime. The patient 
breathes the air or oxygen 
through the soda lime and this 
transfers the heat to him with 
out incurring the usual heat and 
moisture loss of breathing. 
Provided the patient is well 
insulated (i.e. wrapped up 
warmly first), this internal 
heating quickly reduces the 
effects of low body tempera
ture and has the advantage of 
being available on site in the 
case of mountain rescue. Sqdn. 
Ldr. Lester Davies, Warden of 
Ullswater Outward Bound 
School, has reported successes 
when treating exposure cases 
by giving them hot baths 
immediately upon rescue. 

Steroid Injections 
Dr. Catherine Macinnes, 
formerly of Glencoe and now 
leader of the Knoydart 
Mountain Rescue Team, has 
for many years treated victims 
of multiple injuries and ex
posure with injections of a 
cortisone derivative at the 
scene of the accident. Allowing 
time for the treatment to 
become effective before moving 
the patient, she has been able 
to observe several remarkable 
recoveries. Acknowledging that 
the situation in Scotland is 
very different from, say, North 
Wales, where an accident 
victim can be in hospital before 
the worst effects of cold or 
injury shock can set in, she 
says: "In Scotland it's often 
hours after an accident before 
rescue teams know, and even 
longer before we get to them, 
so that those who have injuries 
incompatible with life are 
usually dead before we get 
there, whereas in Wales they 
often die in hospital. None of 
the casualties who were alive 
when I got there over the 
twelve years in Glencoe -
usually the black spot for 
Scotland - died, whereas else-

where others did and the only 
difference that I know of is 
that I gave steroids . . . " 
There is some evidence that 
badly exposed victims have low 
thyroid levels, but there are 
mixed feeling about injecting 
a thyroid hormone to overcome 
this since there is a possibility 
of side effects on the heart. 

Frostbite Considerations 
On the subject of frostbite, 
things have moved a long way 
from the gruesome amputations 
of the first Annapurna expedi
tion. Dr. Michael Ward, who 
contributed a paper to the 
BMJ in January 1974, says 
that the current opinion is that 
a complete regeneration of the 
affected tissues should be 
possible in most cases. "The 
majority of cases appear to 
have superficial frostbite only ; 
that is, although the whole 
finger or toe may look black, 
in fact the dead tissue is only 
a few millimetres thick. If left, 
new tissue forms underneath, 
and the black, dead tissue 
gradually comes off, like the 
finger of a glove. This process 
may take months. This is in 
contrast to gangrene from other 
causes - for example, arterio
sclerosis - where the dead 
tissue involves the whole digit ; 
in this case the whole finger or 
toe will come off, so usually it 
is amputated. Both frostbite 
(superficial gangrene) and 
arterio-sclerosis ( deep 
gangrene) look black from the 
outside. In deep frostbite, 
which seems relatively rare, 
probably no treatment is of 
much help. "One cannot 
normally estimate the depths of 
frostbitten tissue; although 
thermography, which is a new 
method of measuring the infra
red (heat) put out by blood 
vessels, has shown in one case 
of frostbite that blood vessels 
were carrying blood to the 
tissue underneath .. . " 
Many Continental doctors are 
in favour of intra-arterial 
injections for frostbite. Dr. Olz's 
prompt injections on Manaslu 
are widely claimed to have 
saved Messner and Fankhauser 
from serious frostbite damage, 
but British experts remain 
sceptical. Oudot used such ► 

Above: Distinguished mountaineers and medics at the North Wales Symposium: left to right - Mike 
Ward, Sir Jack Long/and, Bill Tilman, John Jackson, Noel Odell and Charles Houston. 
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G. 0. Dyhrenfurth 
Gunter Oskar Dyhrenfurth, the 
'Himalayan Professor' died at his 
home on the Brienzer See on 
April 14. Born in Breslau in 1886, 
he studied as a geologist and, 
between 1907 and 1914, worked 
on the geological survey of 
Switzerland under his father's 
friend, Albert Heim. During the 
First World War he saw service 
on the Tyrolean Front in the 
Ortler Group, where, with fore
sight and his scientific know
ledge, he was able to avert 
serious losses during the severe 
avalanche winter of 1916. In 
1933, in protest against the 
Hitler regime, he resigned his 
professional chair in Germany 
and took out Swiss citizenship. 
Dyhrenfurth became interested 
in guideless climbing at the age 
of 18. From the first he was 
passionately committed to the 
concept of alpinism as a 
remover of nationalistic 
barriers and his two Himalayan 
expeditions of 1930 (to 
Kangchenjunga) and 1934 (to 
the Baltoro) were with multi
national teams. These were 
followed with wide interest, 
but also, it must be said, with 
as much scepticism as attends 
international expeditions today 
The nineteen-thirties were still 
early days in Himalayan climb
ing and the 8,000m. peaks 
remained elusive; however, 
Dyhrenfurth's ascent of Jonsong 
Peak (24,518ft./7,473m.) in 
the course of the 1930 expedi
tion was a world height record 
at the time, and another worthy 
seven-thousander, Sia Kangri 
(24,350ft./7,422m.), was 
climbed in 1934. Dyhrenfurth's 
first wife, Hettie, accompanied 
him on these expeditions and 
was in the party to reach the 
summit of Sia Kangri, thereby 
becoming the women's 
altitude record holder. For their 
mountaineering successes the 
Dyhrenfurth's were awarded 
Gold Medals at the Berlin 
Olympics of 1936. 
These honours meant less to 

injections on Annapurna, but 
Herzog and Lachenal still lost 
fingers and toes. Their purpose 
presumably is to dilate blood 
vessels in the affected part, 
but the danger of more serious 
heat loss is incurred. "Whisky 
would produce the same effect 
more cheaply" was how one 
doctor dismissed this form of 
treatment. Dr. Ward again: "I 
have seen a number of cases of 

Dyhrenfurth than the world
wide acclaim he received as a 
Himalayan pioneer, chronicler 
and expert. Until the time of 
his death he kept meticulous 
records of all Himalayan 
climbing activity, and his annual 
Himalaya-Chronik became the 
standard reference work for 
such activity. He was a colla
borator on the Brockhaus 
Enzyklopadie and author of 
books on the Baltoro, Nanga 
Parbat and Kangchenjunga, but 
his best-known work is the 
classic To The Third Pole, a 
study of the world's 8,000 
metre peaks. 
Dyhrenfurth's son, Norman, 
leader of the American Everest 
Expedition of 1963 and the 
International Everest Expedition 
of 1971, continues in the family 
tradition. He and his father 
worked together on the series 
on the world's highest peaks 
currently appearing in Mountain. 

Don Sheldon 
On January 26, when Don 
Sheldon died of cancer, bush 
flying lost one of its finest 
exponents and climbing one of 
its greatest friends. For twenty
seven years, Don's 'Talkeetna 
Air Service' provided air 
transport to climbers all over 
Alaska's mountains. He 
brought glacier landings to a 
new standard, making air drops 
of supplies to marooned 
climbers at 18,000ft. in Mount 
McKinley and, in 1960, 
actually landing at 14,500ft. 
to effect a rescue - a formid
able undertaking. His know
ledge of the Central Alaska 
Range was unique. He flew 
Bradford Washburn on those 
marvellously productive photo 
and mapping expeditions -
which largely opened up the 
area to visiting climbers. He 
flew Riccardo Cassin's team 
for McKinley's South Face, 
Lionel Terray for Huntington's 
West Ridge, Naomi Uemura 
for McKinley's first solo 
ascent, and dozens of others. 

frostbite over the years and 
have used more or less every 
form of treatment including 
injections and hyperbaric 
oxygen and am not convinced 
that any of them is better than 
the more conservative method 
outlined in my paper. The only 
way to settle the treatment of 
any condition is to carry out a 
carefully controlled clinical 
trial on a large number of cases. 

Despite operations for cancer, 
Don continued to fly eight or 
nine hundred hours a year. In 
1961 he delivered a child while 
flying an expectant mother in 
from the bush; in 1965 he 
dropped ice-cream to the 
Harvard University team on the 
West Face of Huntington, but 
unfortunately missed. His 
comment: "Pity - marshmallow 
ripple too !" 
His stream of anecdotes and 
boyish enthusiasms concealed 
a tough, brave man of 
legendary skill, and his smiling 
friendly character won him 
friends amongst mountaineers 
all over the world. 
The skies of the Ruth Amphi
theatre and the sprawling 
Kalhitna Glacier will seem 
empty without Sheldon's bold 
little silver aeroplane. His 
biography, Wager with the 
Wind, by James Greiner, was 
published recently. 
Roger O'Donovan 

Hanspeter Kaspar 
Hanspeter Kaspar (29) suc
cumbed to pulmonary oedema 
on the Peuterey Ridge this 
winter, after having made the 
first winter ascent of the 
Cecchinel/Nomine Route. 
Kaspar was originally trained as 
a surveyor and cartographer, but 
then turned to full-time climb
ing and eventually became a 
guide, based at St. Moritz. 
Over the past few years he had 
become one of the finest rock-

This is done routinely in the 
UK, but frostbite cases are 
rare here." 
The medics will have another 
chance to confer in Yosemite 
in October, when another 
mountain medicine symposium 
will be held. Meanwhile, 
plenty is being written on the 
subject. The Proceedings of the 
Mountain Medicine Symposium 
in Wales will be published 

climbers in Switzerland. 
His best routes were made in 
the Bregaglia, the most notable 
being the first ascents of three 
major walls: the West Face 
Direct on the Sciara di Fuori 
(with Tiziano Nardella); the 
West Face Direct of the Sciara 
di Dentro (with Toni Holdener); 
and the North Pillar of Cengalo 
East Peak (with Flury Koch). 
Kaspar's home experience 
enabled him to spend a very 
successful first season in 
Yosemite, where he made 
ascents of both the Salathe and 
North America Walls, with 
Holdener (see centrespread in 
Mountain 25). 
Last year, with Holdener and 
the brothers Scherrer, Kaspar 
came close to climbing the 
stupendous East Pillar of 
Fitzroy; bad weather brought 
the climb to a halt near the top 
of the route. 
Despite his great proficiency on 
rock, Kaspar's tastes did not 
generally extend to mixed and 
ice climbing. It is therefore 
ironic that he should have died 
after making such a major 
mixed climb. His death, coming 
after that of Hansjiirg Wellen
zohn (who died in a car crash 
last year), further depletes the 
ranks of the talented group of 
climbers, based on Chur, who 
together have done so much to 
keep Swiss climbing abreast of 
contemporary trends in the 
sport. • 

shortly by the Alpine Club; 
Michael Ward's new book, 
Mountain Medicine, a clinical 
study of cold and high altitude, 
will be available in July; Peter 
Steele has a full-length primer 
for mountain rescuers coming 
out in 1975, Medical Care for 
Mountain Climbers; and 
Houston and Rennie are colla
borating on a book, Man at 
High Altitude. • 
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Photo: Bradford Washburn 

Familiarity and overcrowding often lead us to forget that the Mt. Blanc group offers the 
finest alpine climbing in the world. Charismatic mountains, steeped in history, hewn from 

firm yellow granite and set amongst impressive ice scenery, provide hundreds of 
magnificent climbs. Here, local guru, Andre Contamine, freshens up our 

knowledge of a range often taken for granted. 
16 

Mt. Blanc with the Brouillard Ridge on the left flanking the heavily crevassed Brouillard Glacier. The lnnominata Ridge is in the centre and the Peuterey Ridge fo rms the right-hand skyline. 

The prestige of Mont Blanc (15, 77lft.) 
stems as much from its aesthetic qualities as 
from its height and size. It has no equal in 
Europe when one considers the structural 
beauty of its six ridges and six faces, and 
the variety of routes they provide. Its 
companions, the Aiguille and the Dome 
du Gouter, Mont Maudit and Mont Blanc 
du Tacul , form an impressive retinue. For 
someone new to the range, the complete 
traverse of Mont Blanc from the west, the 
so-called 'three Mont Blancs' traverse from 
Trelatete to the Col du Midi, presents the 
most beautiful high-altitude snow route 
of average grade that one can find. 

The South Flank 
Three great ridges sweep down from the 

summit of Mont Blanc on the south side. 
The little frequented Brouillard Ridge, 
to the south-west, was not climbed in its 
entirety until 1973. The most classic ascent 
of the ridge leads from the Quintino-Sella 
Hut up to the Col Emile Rey, then follows 
the ridge over the Pointe Louis Amedee to 
the summit of Mont Blanc du Courmayeur. 

Slightly to the east, the less distinct 
Innominata Ridge rises along an exposed 
line between the Brouillard Face, on the 
left, and the Freney Face, on the right. 
The ridge, one of the most beautiful aretes 

on Mont Blanc, offers a climb of classical 
nature, steeper and more difficult than 
either of its two companions - the 
Brouillard and the Peuterey. 

But it is the Peuterey, the longest and 
most magnificent ridge climb in the Alps, 
that stands out when it comes to com
parisons. The classic ascent here involves 
starting from the Monzino Hut, sleeping 
the night in the Dames Anglaises bivouac 
(Craveri), and continuing to the summit of 
Mont Blanc the following day. But an 
ascent of the complete ridge, the Peuterey 
Ridge Integral, is a far greater challenge. 
This fine and arduous route, beginning on 
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either the South Ridge or the West Face 
(Ratti/Vitali) of the Aiguille Noire, re
quires at least two bivouacs. 

There are numerous other possibilities 
and combinations of routes along the 
Peuterey Ridge. One way of making a 
partial ascent is to climb the fine North 
Face of the Aiguille Blanche (TD) and 
then follow the Peuterey to Mont Blanc. 
Many rock-climbs of high quality also 
lead to the peaks on the crest of the 
Peuterey. Among them, the South Ridge 
(V sup.) and the West Face Direct on the 
Aiguille Noire (the latter route with its 
great terminal diedre and roofs), and the 
South Face of the Point Gugliermina with 
its two routes of grade VJ, the Mroz/Belden 
and the Gervasutti/Boccalatte, provide 
stimulating climbing on beautiful rock. 
The Couzy/Desmaison route, on the North 
Ridge of the Noire, has not to my know
ledge been repeated. The first shoulder 
involved very difficult artificial climbing 
and the use of over a hundred pitons. 
Rene Desmaison, Giorgio Bertone and 
Michel Claret, a team you will hear more 
about, used a similar number of pegs when 
forcing their difficult direct routes on the 
west faces of Pointes Bich, Brendal and 
Welzenbach, during the summer of 1973. 

The Freney Face of Mont Blanc, starting 
at more than 12,800ft, has a number of 
extremely difficult routes. Of its three great 
pillars, the Central Pillar is the one most 
frequently climbed. The first ascent was 
made in 1961 by an international team 
cons1stmg of Chris Bonington, Don 
Whillans, Ian Clough and Jan Duglosz, 
with Yves Pollet-Villard, Ignazio Puissi, 
Rene Desmaison and Pierre Julien close 
behind. This climb is a very serious under
taking, involving total commitment and 
great difficulty at high altitude. The most 
dangerous aspect is the possibility of bad 
weather which, coming from the west, is not 
seen until the last minute, affording little 
time for retreat. 

To the west, on the other side of the 
Innominata Ridge, is the Brouillard Face. 
This, despite several fine routes, still 
remains incompletely explored. 

Brenva Face and the Grand Pitier d'Angle 
East of the Peuterey Ridge lies the Brenva 

Face, with its spurs and ice channels, 
ominous seracs and hanging glaciers. 
From the Trident Hut, perhaps the best 
departure point for the face, the panorama 
is excellent: on the right stands the Brenva 
Spur, like the edge of a great tilted bowl, 
and to its left lie the steep inner circle of 
routes on the Brenva Face and the Grand 
Pitier d' Angle. 

The three famous Graham Brown r~:mtes 
on the Brenva Face are among the longest 
and finest in the Alps, though they are 
often exposed to serac fall; lying between 
the Brenva Spur and the Grand Pitier 
d'Angle, they are the Red Sentinel (1927), 
the Route Major (1928) and the Pear 
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(1933), all mixed climbs. Until Bonatti's and 
Gobbi's ascent of the Grand Pilierd'Angle, 
in 1957, the Pear was the most difficult 
route on the face, and the most exposed 
to serac fall, but many would agree that 
the Route Major is the more elegant line. 
Frank Smythe and Graham Brown made 
the first ascent, on August 7, 1928, after 
a night spent beneath the protective walls 
of the Red Sentinel. The choice of bivouac 
was fortunate, as Smythe records: 

"At intervals throughout the night, 
avalanches rumbled from Mont Blanc, 
or falls of ice reverberated from the 
Brenva glacier at our feet. So many did 
we hear that we became used to the 
noise, but of a sudden there was a crash 
louder than any we had heard, followed 
next moment by a fearful roar from 
directly above us. An ice avalanche was 
coming down on top of us! There was 
nothing we could do but sit tight and 
hope for the best. We need not have 
feared; the Red Sentinel stood in the 
way, and in another few instants we 
heard two torrents of ice blocks -
hundreds, perhaps thousands of tons in 
weight - rush down on either side of us 
a few yards away, to descend with a 
prolonged thunderous roar on to the 
Brenva glacier far below."1 

The Grand Pitier d'Angle, to the left of 

Below: Alfred Aufdenblatten during the 1933 
first ascent of the Pear route - the last of 
Graham Brown's famous trio of routes on the 
Brenva Face of Mt. Blanc. Photo: T. Graham 
Brown 

the Brenva, has two faces which in recent 
years have become synonymous with the 
advance of extreme climbing in the range. 
The North Face boasts four top-class 
mixed climbs, the Cecchinel/Nomine (1971), 
the Dufour/Frehel (1973), the Bonatti/ 
Zappelli (1963) and, the most recent addi
tion, the Inoue/M;atsumi. The last route, 
which was climbed at night to avoid the 
danger of falling ice, was done in 8½ hours 
on July 26/27, 1974. The second face, on 
the south-east side, features two further 
Bonatti routes (1957 and 1963) and the 1969 
Polish Route, one of the hardest rock
climbs in the Alps, involving many pitons 
for aid. Eugeniusz Chrobak, Tadeusz 
Laukajtys and Andrzej Mroz made five 
bivouacs on the climb. The party faced 
extreme objective dangers, as well as 
difficult climbing, and there was one 
moment in particular which Chrobak 
clearly felt could have been his last: 

"On my left, a huge wet couloir rumbled 
with the echo of stonefall. Above was a 
complicated but not very difficult con
figuration of rocks. On the right, red 
lines of rope ran down the rock. Sud
denly, I got that strange sensation, the 
conviction that something was about to 
happen - a tension of subconscious 
expectation. In the instant when 'it' 
comes, whatever 'it' may be, one experi
ences an inner tightening, a feeling of 
resignation, an acceptance of the in
evitable. And so it was then. Tons, 
hundreds of tons of rock thundered 
down to right and left. Boulders rumbled 
and crashed. I hung on, eyes closed ... 
a tug behind, a thump on the back, 
pain ... Stones still fell. One of the red 
threads of rope hung loosely behind me. 
Shouts: 'Are you alive? Answer!' Later
my memory is stripped of the sense of 
time - they came near: white-faced, in 
torn clothes, trembling." 2 

The "Impressive Retinue" 
The highly recommended Frontier Ridge, 

leading to the top of Mont Maudit, was first 
climbed in 1887 by Moutz von Kuffner, 
Alexander Burgener and Josef Furrer. 
A mixed climb at high altitude, it is valued 
both for its qualities as a climb and for the 
magnificent panorama afforded by its 
position. Close by is the East Face of Mont 
Maudit, with its fine direct routes put up 
by Bonatti, Gallieni and Oggioni in 1959, 
and Mroz and Jean PierreBougerol in 1971. 

The substantial number of high-value 
routes available in the area of Mont Blanc 
du Tacul make for a difficult choice. In 
1951, the first ascent of the East Face of 
the Grand Capucin, by Walter Bonatti and 
Luciano Ghigo, caused a sensation. The 
climbers attempted the route several times 
before they eventually won through by 
dint of employing 200 pitons during the 
three days of the climb. Today, hard 
routes exist on both the South and North 
Faces as well. 



The North-East Face of Mont Blanc du 
Tacul, with its numerous pillars, some as 
long as 3,000 ft., offers a selection of fine 
climbs difficult to match elsewhere in the 
range. It was during an attempt on the 
Central Pillar that Gervasutti fell to his 
death from an abseil. P. Fornelli and G. 
Mauro finally made the first ascent of this 
pillar, named after Gervasutti, over three 
days in 1951. The route, which is pre
dominantly free and on good rock, is now 
very fashionable and can be climbed in one 
day by rapid parties. 

Nearby are two fine ice routes - the 
Isolee Couloir on the Aiguille du Diable, 
and the Gervasutti Couloir on Mt. Blanc 
du Tacul. Gervasutti's first encounter with 
the latter route was not very encouraging: 

" ... The first essential was to convince 
ourselves of the feasibility of the climb. 
If you are checkmated on rock you can 
always make an elegant retreat by 
rappelling. On ice it is never pleasant to 
go down. We set off, therefore, on the 
usual reconnaissance. 
In the upper portion, this couloir ends in 
a formidable wall of ice, vertical and 
unclimbable, which drops from the ridge 
and bars all possibility of an exit over a 
distance of about 200 yards. Only on the 
left did the slope appear to circumvent 
the obstacle and run up to a snow ridge 
near the east summit. But distance and 
perspective prevented our making a real 
estimate and merely increased our 
uncertainty ... 

We returned to the hut, not very pleased 
with the results of our examination. We 
felt, to put it mildly, as though our 
minds were weighed down by the whole 
mass of ice overhanging the slope. We 
were both of the same opinion and took 
particular pleasure in enumerating the 
delights of this exceptional type of 
climb - avalanches, wet, cold, etc." 3 

A few days later, when making the climb, 
they had to face not only "avalanches, wet, 
cold", but also bad weather and, during 
their descent to Chamonix in a white-out, 
they just missed being carried away in a 
wind-slab avalanche. 

Whilst on the subject of difficult, pre
war routes, mention should be made of two 
others: the classic traverse of the five 
Aiguilles du Diable, opened up in 1928 by 
Armand Charlet, guiding Miriam O'Brien, 
Robert Underhill and Georges Cachet; 
and the Boccalatte Pillar (IV sup.), climbed 
in 1936 by Gabrielle Boccalatte with Nina 
Pietrasanta. 

The Aiguilles 
Just beyond the Col du Midi, the fabled 

Aiguilles of Chamonix rise like giant 
fingers from the Arve Valley. Here, the 
ridges and faces are laced with routes of 
all degrees, from moderate to extreme. On 
the whole, the North, East and South 
Faces are richest in variations. 

The first major climb undertaken in the 
Aiguilles was the North Ridge of the 
Grepon, which was climbed on August 5, 

Above: The Chamonix Aiguilles, with the sharp 
tooth of the Caiman on the left, the slender Aig. 
du Fou in the centre and the sunlit Grepon in the 
middle-distance. Aig. Verte is wreathed in mist 
behind. Photo: John Galloway 

1881, by A. F. Mummery and his guides 
Alexander Burgener and Benedict Venetz. 
Although the difficulties were considered 
extreme at the time, Mummery himself 
concluded only a few years later that the 
climb appeared "doomed to pass through 
three stages: an inaccessible peak, the most 
difficult ascent in the Alps, an easy day for 
a lady". Today the prophecy would appear 
to have come true - the route is the voie 
normale and receives heavy traffic as part 
of the Charmoz-Grepon traverse. 

Mummery and his guides, armed with 
bottles of Bouvier and a flask of brandy, 
also made an ascent of the great square 
tower at the other end of the summit ridge 
of the Grepon, and on another occasion 
attempted the Mer de Glace Face, believing 
it to be the most likely route to the summit. 
This now popular side of the mountain 
was climbed in 1911, by Joseph Knubel 
and Geoffrey Winthrop Young. Although 
the majority of the 2,600ft. of climbing is 
no harder than grade IV, the crux is not 
reached until near the top, where the 
climber, if he is to complete the original 
line of ascent, must climb the Knubel 
Crack (V sup.) . 

The spectacular Aiguille du Republique 
the northern satellite of the Charmoz was 
not climbed until 1938, when Edouard 
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Frendo reached its top with the aid of a few 
pitons. But at that time it was the Allain/ 
Leininger route (1936) on the East Ridge 
of the Crocodile, with its continuous 
pitches of IV and V, which had the reputa
tion as the hardest rock climb in the 
Aiguilles. It was not until 1947 that Pierre 
Allain himself, with Auguste Fix, surpassed 
the old standards with a route on the West 
Face of the Blatiere (VI). The route was 
subsequently destroyed by a huge stone 
fall, but in 1954 its place was taken by 
another magnificent route. The latter, 
which was put up by Joe Brown and Don 
Whillans, soon acquired a reputation for 
having pitches as arduous and difficult as 
those found on the West Face of the Dru, 
but without the same overall seriousness. 

One of the most notable recent break
throughs in the Aiguilles was the ascent 
of the South Face of the Fou, in 1963, by 
Americans Tom Frost, John Harlin and 
Gary Hemming, and Scotsman Stewart 
Fulton. Several attempts and a great deal 
of Yosemite expertise were needed before 
this smooth, near-vertical, 300 metre high 
'slab' was climbed. Chrome-molybdenum 
pitons were used for the first time in the 
massif, and the aid-climbing on the route 
is still considered by many to be as hard as 
any in the range, harder even than the 
American Direct on the Dru. In 1971 this 
exceptionally unyielding wall was led by 
Simone Badier, in one of the finest achieve
ments made by a woman alpinist to date. 

Interspersed between the many rock 
climbs of the Aiguilles, one finds a few 
excellent ice climbs. Two in particular are 
worth mentioning: the North Face of the 
Grand Charmoz, a vast and beautiful wall, 
mixed in character if one follows the route 
climbed by Willo Welzenbach and Willy 
Merkl in 1931; and the less difficult but 
very elegant Charlet Route on the North 
Face of the Plan. The North Faces of the 
Dent du Requin, Pain du Sucre and 
Aiguille du Midi are also enchanting 
mixed routes, but they nowhere present 
excessive difficulties. 

One of the finest and most rewarding 
experiences in the range is to make a 
complete traverse of the Aiguilles, thereby 
crossing a lot of classic territory at an 
elevation averaging nearly 11,500ft. Even 
in summer one is likely to find fresh snow 
on the summits, and the situation can 
become quite serious if one is overtaken by 
bad weather on the middle section, where 
places to shelter from a storm are few and 
far between. Even in good weather, two 
bivouacs are usually required. This was 
the case on the first east to west traverse, 
which was made in 1939 by Madame 
d'Albertas and guide Arthur Ottoz. In 1945, 

Left: The South Face of Aig. du Fou. The 
American route follows the obvious ramp bisect
ing the lower section of the face, and then works 
an intricate line up the walls above. In the lower 
photo Gary Hemming is seen leading on the 
ramp. Photos: Tom Frost 



Pierre Allain and Guy Poulet made the 
first traverse in the other direction, that is, 
from the Aiguille Plan to the Grand 
Charmoz, with only one bivouac. 

Advances on the Dru 
On the other side of the Mer de Glace 

lies the splendid range of the Aiguille 
Verte, with the formidable granite arrow 
of the Dru standing at its head. The walls 
of the Dru have almost equal numbers of 
aid and free routes, most of which are 
very difficult, leading to a summit from 
which there is no easy descent. 

Until 1952, the Allain/Leininger Route 
on the North Face was the most difficult 
on the mountain, and was reputed to be 
amongst the finest in the Alps. But within 
a few years routes of an entirely new 
calibre appeared on the Dru, each with its 
own style, and on three new faces. At the 
end of June 1952, Michel Bastien and 
Andre Contamine climbed the South 
Pillar of the Grand Dru (VI). This fine 
climb rises 2,600ft. above the Charpoua 
Glacier, offering beautiful, relatively un
exposed free-climbing without objective 
dangers. But, in July of the same year, an 
intricate route up the centre of the West 
Face of the Petit Dru was finally completed 
after years of fruitless attempts, and this 
event overshadowed all else that year. 
The climb was put up in two stages by 

- :,) 
/ 't 

Lucien Berardini, Adrien Dagory, Guido 
Magnone and Marcel Laine. During their 
first attempt the difficulties on the lower 
portion of the face were greatly increased 
by a huge stone-fall which had swept the 
face the year before. Magnone gives a 
terrifying description of one of the pitches: 

"I reached the first chimney. Its wrecked 
walls had burst under the shock. Lucien 
followed me. The insecurity was nerve
racking. No thinking, no asking ques
tions. I kept repeating to myself: 'Above 
all, no hurry' . .. above all, not now. I 
climbed cautiously on to a block a 
good three feet in height, which was 
coming apart from the wall; I was hardly 
settled on it, when, panic-stricken, I felt 
it sway slowly under me. It subsided 
with a grating sound, and just failed to 
drag me with it and wipe Lucien out. 
'Get down!' 
He looked around feverishly for some 
protection. 
I dared not budge; I was frozen in an 
inconvenient position, but this immobility 
was untenable and just as dangerous as 
moving would be. Cost what it might, I 
preferred to get out of here. I tested a 
few holds which remained firm in my 
hands. With infinite precautions I tried 
to drive a wooden wedge into a large 
fissure. Suddenly I noticed with terror 
that its lips were widening with each 
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Above: The Charpoua faces of the Petit and 
Grand Dru and the Aig. Verte. The Bastien/ 
Contamine route follows the sunlit South 
Buttress that drops from the summit of the 
Grand Dru. Photo: Bradford Washburn 

blow of the hammer and that I was 
loosening a block of several tons. With 
all speed I doubled the assurance with a 
piton a few inches further up. On these 
two ludicrous supports I tried to calm the 
violent thudding of my heart. My glance 
slid down the length of this chaos and 
inevitably came to rest thirteen hundred 
feet below, on a fan of smooth snow. I 
longed to flee from this trap. But there 
could be no question of flight, only the 
immediate practical work, the precise 
movements to be carefully performed."4 

Three days later the party reached the top 
of the '90-metre diedre'; but they were now 
out of food and had to decide whether 
they should retreat all the way back down 
the wall, or make a pendulum across a 
smooth slab on to a ledge from which, if 
the route above proved unclimbable, there 
would be no retreat once they had pulled 
the ropes after them. They chose to des
cend, and found themselves facing enor
mous difficulties which were compounded 
by the weakened state they were in due to 
lack of food and water. But in the end 
success was theirs. After two weeks' rest 
in Chamonix, they returned to the attack 
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Above: Toni Holdener tackling one of the fine 
rock pitches on the highly recommendable Direct 
Start to the North East Spur of Les Droites. 
Photo: Ruedi Hornberger 

on July 17th and climbed to a point on the 
North Face from which they could look 
down the '90-metre diedre'; then, with the 
aid of a bolt ladder, they traversed across 
to their previous high-point. A further day 
of more conventional climbing brought 
them out high on the North Face, and in 
the evening they bivouacked just below 
the summit. (The ascent did not go un
criticized. But adverse comments on the 
unorthodox re-entry, and the feeling in 
some quarters that the climb was merely a 
"first-rate gymnastic exercise transferred to 
another place", were curtly dismissed by 
Magnone: "In all branches of human dctivity, 
those who attempt anything outside the 
established traditions, or off the beaten 
track of their activity or art, expose them
selves to more or less vehement reactions". 
Ed.) 
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Following the ascent of the West Face, at 
the end of the same month, a little known 
but extremely difficult route was made on 
the North Face of the Grand Dru by the 
Lesueur brothers. This line, which rises 
diagonally across the entire North Face to 
gain the summit of the Grand Dru, has 
still not had a second ascent to this day. 

The next great event on the Dru took 
place in 1955, when Walter Bonatti made 
his famous solo ascent of the striking and 
beautiful South-West Pillar. Full of dis
appointment in his failure to reach the top 
of K2 earlier in the year, Bonatti came to 
Montenvers to find truth in a new approach 
to the mountains. Having been thwarted by 
stone-fall in an attempt with Carlo Mauri to 
reach the pillar via the dangerous approach 
couloir, he returned alone and descended 
from the Flammes de Pierre to the base of 
the pillar. Six days later, on August 22, 
he emerged triumphant at the top, having 
completed an ascent unique in the history 
of alpinism. 

Apart from the traverse of the Drus (IV), 
there are no easy routes on the mountain 
and, since 1960, even harder routes have 
been put up, some as difficult as any to be 
found in the range. The Direct American 
Start to the West Face, climbed by Royal 
Robbins and Gary Hemming in 1961, is 
considered by many well known alpinists 
to be the finest rock route in the range. 
Also on the West Face, the American 
'directissma', an almost completely arti
ficial route climbed by Royal Robbins and 
John Harlin in 1965 after several attempts 
spanning two years, has had only one 
repeat ascent up to 1974. 

To the left of the West Face, the massive 
North Face offers a wide range of difficult 
rock, mixed and snow climbs. Of these, 
special mention must be made of the 
Guides' Route, done during the period 
8-15 February, 1967, by guides Michel 
Feuillerade and Yannik Seigneur, with 
aspirant guides Claude Jager and Jean-Paul 
Paris. The route follows the original North 
Face Route for a few hundred feet, then 
climbs straight up to the 'niche', which it 
passes on the left by means of a giant 
diedre, finally arriving at an indistinct 
ridge which leads to the summit. It took 
seven days, and 220 pitons and wedges, to 
overcome this collection of difficulties. 
The cracks were filled with ice, and verglas 
was smeared on the slabs. Some sections 
were fixed, especially the overhangs. The 
lead was alternated each day: one team 
forged the route, while the other jumared 
and hauled, and cleaned the route behind. 
The summit was reached on February 15, 
and news of the success was radioed 
through to Chamonix. This was the first 
major new route to be accomplished by a 
French party in winter, and it may be 
compared to the direct routes previously 
achieved on the Cima Grande (1963), the 
Matterhorn (1965) and the Eiger (1966). 
Another route, further to the left, was 
found by the Poles in 1973, but it is not 
very direct. 

It was also in 1973, shortly after Christ
mas, that the infamous Dru Couloir was 
first climbed by Walter Cecchinel and 
Claude Jager. I ventured out there to 'have 
a look' during the days of Terray and 
Lachenal, but the atmosphere I found was 
hardly pleasant. The couloir - a chimney, 
or rather a 'bottle-neck' of black ice - lies 
embedded between the great walls of 
the Dru and the Petit Dru. After the climb, 
Cecchinel said to me: "I wouldn't go back 
there for anything in the world. I was really 
frightened. I thought we would never get 
out of it. The difficulties on the ice were 
extreme and the artificial section lower 
down was no easier. Our sacks were 
enormous, over eighty pounds, the hauling 
exhausted us, and bivouacs gave us little 
rest ... " Although the route is safest in 
winter, it has since been repeated in 
summer, in two days, by a rope led by 
Louis Audoubert, with John Paul Laisnez 



and Thierry Leroy, and again in January 
1975 by a British party. 

The Verte Chain 
Let us now pause on the rognon below 

the great faces of the Dru and examine 
the Nant Blanc Face of the Aiguille Verte, 
and the Aiguille and Pie Sans Norn which 
lie between the Verte and the Dru. Apart 
from the superb classic ascent (IV) of the 
Aiguille Verte, via the Grand Montets 
Arete, all the routes starting from the Nant 
Blanc Glacier are well known for their 
difficulty and for their 'mountain-top' 
character, since the sun hardly touches 
them and none of the routes are completely 
on rock. The Direct Route on the Nant 
Blanc Face of the Verte obviously takes 
pride of place here. First climbed in 1935, 
it remains one of the most important 
climbs in the Aiguille Verte range. Nearby 
are the fine routes done by Joe Brown and 
Tom Patey on the Aiguille Sans Norn, and 
by Martin Boysen and Nick Estcourt on 
the Pie Sans Norn. Both these routes were 
first climbed in very bad conditions, as was 
another route done on the Pie in 1973 by 
J. Brissard and Robert Mizrahi. On 
August 3-4, 1974, Jean Marc Boivin and 
Patrick Vallencant added a new direct 
route to the Aiguille Sans Norn, most of 
which involved delicate ice-climbing at the 
limit of front-point technique. 

The Aiguille Verte is a particularly 
beautiful pyramid offering a considerable 
number of difficult climbs on its four faces 
and four ridges. Five of the finest classical 
routes, the Arete Sans Norn, the Y-shaped 
Couloir, the Arete du Moine, the Whymper 
Couloir and the Arete du Jardin, have been 
variously combined to make traverses of 
the mountain, creating unforgettable mem
ories for those who do them. 

The North Face of the Verte is well 
known for the elegance and beauty of the 
Couturier and Cordier Couloirs, which 
flank the great triangle of rock in the 
centre of the face. To the east of the Verte, 
the north faces of the other great peaks of 
the range - Droites, Courtes and Triolet -
look down on the Argentiere Glacier. The 
departure point for these faces is the new 
Argentiere Hut, erected in the middle of a 
plot of land known as the 'garden of the 
Argentiere'. From the porch of the hut 
there is a splendid view of all the north 
faces, and it is not unusual on a fine 
summer's day to be able to watch various 
parties in action. A one-and-a-half hour 
walk across the glacier from the hut brings 
one to the start of the very direct North 
Face Route of the Verte, which penetrates 
the centre of the great rock triangle. The 
route was first done in 1962 by Andre 
Contamine, Pierre Labrunie, Georges 
Payot and Jacques Martin, in eight-and-a
half hours of classic climbing on a fine 
mixed wall, but with little protection. 
Today, winter ascents and solo summer 
ascents have been made of all the routes on 

the North Face of the Verte. 
Among the extremely difficult climbs 

which may be undertaken in the Argentiere 
Basin, it is not easy to decide which deserve 
special attention. However, there is little 
doubt that the 3,300ft. North-East Face 
of Les Droites is one of the most difficult 
mixed routes in the Alps. It was first 
climbed over five long days in 1955, by 
French climbers Philippe Cornuau and 
Maurice Davaille. The climb was finished 
in very bad weather, and Lionel Terray and 
I went to the summit to see if the pair 
needed help. When we met them, Davaille 
explained: "We wanted to avoid the 
possible danger of falling stones, and that 
is why we have waited till September when 
the sun no longer reaches the face and 
there is new snow to hold things down". 

On the left of this great face is the North
East Spur which, if climbed in its entirety, 
offers a grand route, one of the finest to 
be done in the Alps, and comparable with 
the Croz Spur on the Grandes Jorasses. 
Nearby, the Lagarde Couloir offers an 
extremely fine ice climb. 

The North Face of Les Courtes boasts 
two routes which feature amongst the 
finest in the Argentiere Basin. The right
hand one of these, the Swiss Direct, is 
steeper and therefore more difficult than 
its companion, the Austrian Route. 

A Bold North Face Climb 
Further to the east, the North Face of 

the Aiguille de Triolet presents four high
grade routes on a face more than 2,500ft. 
high. The original route was climbed in 
1931 by Robert Greloz and Andre Roch, 
from Geneva. They made a bold attack 
on the face, and managed to find a way 
through the serac wall at half-height, but 
the difficulties were by no means over. 
The snow on the upper face petered out 
and a new problem was encountered, as 
Roch explains: 

"Ice! ... We were done for. Could we 
go down? Out of the question . . . Our 
only way lay upwards. And maybe four, 
five or six nours of step-cutting would 
be required. Muscularly we felt up to 
cutting for five or six hours, but would 
our nerves hold out? I pictured to myself 
the moment arriving when, overcome 
with infinite weariness, I should no 
longer have sufficient energy to react. 
It is then that the least slip, the least loss 
of balance, proves fatal. Belay, with the 
pick of the axe? What a hope! ... 
If there is one situation that I detest 
more than any other it is that of being 
second on the rope on an ice slope - and 
quite especially on the North Face of the 
Triolet. My eyes fixed on the slightest 
movement of my companion, I estimated 
anxiously how long it took him to cut 
one step. God! what an age it was! The 
most critical moment was when he 
passed from one step to the next in a 
series of slight jerks. Hop! A little push 

Above: Alan Rouse nearing the top of the initial 
ice slope on the North Face of Aig. de Troilet -
one of the finest ice faces in the range. Photo : 
Rab Carrington 

up off the lower foot - an instant of 
doubtful balance - would he capsize? 
Yes? No? . . . Then he got there. I 
could see almost all the points of his 
crampons and then once again they 
were in place. And this operation was 
repeated ten times, a hundred times. 
What purgatory! Every minute or so I 
asked: 'Will it go?' And each time the 
same answer came back to me: 'It goes 
all right, but it's ice'. " 5 

In 1967, a new route was made on the 
North Buttress of the face by guides 
Claude Jager and Dominique Marchal, 
and Swiss Bachli and Horisberger. Twenty 
hours were needed to reach the summit, 
and forty pitons were used for aid on 
generally mediocre rock . This winter an 
even more direct route was added by a 
German team. 

Also of interest in the basin is the 
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difficult ice route on the North Face of 
Mont Dolent. First climbed by Armand 
Charlet and his companions in 1933, this 
route remained unknown for some time. 

The Leschaux Cirque 
On the other side of the Argentiere 

Basin, the Aiguille d'Argentiere and the 
Aiguille du Chardonnet offer a large 
number of difficult and beautiful routes. 
Certain classics stand out: on the 
Argentiere, the 'Jardin' Arete and the 
1,600ft. North Face; and on the Char
donnet, the North Spur. To the south, the 
Aiguille de Talefre has an excellent North 
Face ascended by a strenuous route. The 
Aiguille Leschaux and Mont Gruetta 
have their fine routes as well, but, rather 
than spending too much time here, let us 
descend once again to the heart of the 
range and take a look at the peaks which 
surround the Leschaux Hut, whose book 
of honour contains the names of many of 
the most famous and important inter
national climbers. In these surroundings, 
future plans are constructed deep within 
one. The desire to conquer great walls 
thrills the spirit, for there in front of you is 
the massive North Face of the Grandes 
Jorasses, beckoning you to attempt its 
multitude of spurs and couloirs, and its 
walls of rock and ice. 

Nearby rises a lesser known mountain, 
the Petites Jorasses, flanked by the Aiguille 
de Leschaux and the points of the Frebouze. 
Looking across from the hut towards the 
Col des Hirondelles, when the peaks are 
ablaze with the startling reds of evening, 
one is struck by the monolithic West Face 
of the Petites Jorasses jutting from the 
Leschaux Glacier. On this inaccessible 
looking face is to be found one of the most 
beautiful climbs in the Mont Blanc range. 
The route was put up in 1955, by 
Pierre Labrunie, Marcel Bron and Andre 
Contamine; the ascent involved a bivouac 
in a storm high on the face. Since then the 
route has retained its reputation for both 
quality and difficulty. In 1969, Joel 
Coqueugniot, having previously climbed 
the route with friends, made a solo climb 
of the face in 8½ hours. Many attempts 
were made at a winter climb, but the face 
was not finally beaten until 1973, when 
Swiss Jean Jacques Grimm and Czech 
Thomas Gross made an ascent between 
March 6-18. The party were greatly 
hindered by bad weather: between March 
6-10, the wall was fixed up to the crucial 
central section with the help of Christian 
Emeriche and Bernard Nicol in; then, 
after a storm, Grimm and Gross returned 
on March 15 and won out to the top. They 
descended via their well equipped roµte of 
ascent. 

The Great Wall 
The majority of young foreign climbers 

arrive in the Mont Blanc range with an 
ascent of the North Face of the Grandes 
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Above: Immaculate climber and climbing on the 
sunbaked West Face of the Petites Jorasses - a 
fine rock climb in a remote setting. Photo: Joel 
Coqueugniot 

Jorasses as their goal. The wall is more 
than half-a-mile wide and soars to 
14,108ft. at the Pointe Walker. Three 
enormous spurs, separated by deep and 
particularly severe corridors of ice, rear up 
from the chaotic Leschaux Glacier at 
the foot of the wall. 

The wall itself rivals the Eiger in impor
tance, by virtue of its exceptional size and 
height (3,900ft). The first attempt on the 
face was made in 1907, but it was not until 
1935 that success was achieved: in that 
year, a team from Munich, Martin Meier 
and Rudolf Peters, forced a route up the 
Croz, or Central, Spur. In 1938, the Walker 
Spur fell to a party of Dolomite experts 
and specialists in modern techniques -
Riccardo Cassin, Luigi Esposito and Ugo 
Tizzoni. Gaston Rebuffat and Edouard 
Frendo made the first repeat of the route in 
1945. 

Until 1951, the year the East Face of the 
Grand Capucin was climbed, the Walker 
Spur presented the most difficult climb in 
the range. Even today it is considered a 
good prize, and for this reason is often 
overcrowded on the rare occasions when it 
comes into condition. During 1969, the 
route was climbed more than a hundred 
times by teams of various nationalities 

and, since Alessandro Gogna's solo ascent 
in 1968, individual ascents have become 
fashionable. But, for all that, the stones 
still rocket down when the ice thaws, and 
disasters such as that which befell Jorg 
Lehne and Karl Golikow are always in the 
air. 

The North Face is now furrowed with 
routes of various sorts. The conquest of 
the spur of the Pointe Whymper in 1964, 
by Bonatti and Michel Vaucher, was an 
exceptional feat considering the apocalyp
tical world they entered: rocks con
tinuously pelted down, an entire tower 
towards which they were heading collapsed 
overnight, the mountain shook with 
tremors, the rope was repeatedly cut, and 
finally they were struck by a storm. It 
took four days to complete the route in 
the face of this elemental holocaust. Com
pared to this, the Walker and Croz Spurs 
are free from danger. 

To those alpinists prepared to strive to 
raise the level of difficulty and reach the 
highest standard, the North Face of the 
Grandes Jorasses still has secrets to reveal. 
Indeed, this has been evidenced over the 
past few years, with the development of 
winter climbing and the creation of great 
new routes on the face. 

The Advent of Extreme Winter Climbing 
Amongst the new ideas fermented in 

the minds of the post-war generation of 
climbers was the possibility of making new 
discoveries and explorations in winter, yet 
no one foresaw the extent to which this 
would affect traditional mountaineering 
concepts. All the summits had been reached 
in winter, but it was considered unlikely 
that a route of high standing and inter
national acclaim could be done. The 
problems were immense, the equipment 
and material inadequate and, above all, 
the psyche was ill-adapted to meet such a 
challenge. But as the years went by these 
factors were steadily overcome, and in the 
end it was the French, previously far 
removed from the 'winter concept', who 
made the first major contributions to the 
renovation of the sport, and in so doing 
unleashed a feverish wave of excitement. 
In the end, it was the new age's passion 
for hard ice-climbing, in conjunction with 
the desire from another era to gamble all 
in pioneering new territory, that led to 
successes such as the Dru Couloir. 

It was also on the Dru that the first 
far-reaching winter undertaking was accom
plished. During the period March 10-14, 
1957, Jean Couzy and Rene Desmaison 
made an ascent of the West Face just at a 
time when people were thinking that this 
indeed would be the 'big problem'. So it 
was that the new era began. On the climb 
they had to survive five bitterly cold 
bivouacs in a world of fissures, walls, 
overhangs and roofs, and this sort of 
endurance had previously been unheard 
of. Two years later, the East Face of the 



Capucin was climbed by a fine Italian 
team, consisting of Gigi Allipi, Romano 
Merendi and L. Tenderini, and two 
years after that, the Bonatti Pillar on 
the Dru fell in March to Parisians Antione 
Vielle and Robert Guillaume (both of 
whom died later the same year during the 
Freney Pillar disaster). 

In the winter of 1963, the Walker Spur 
was climbed twice, the second party man
aging the climb in only a few days and with 
relative ease. But for the first-comers, 
Walter Bonatti and Cosimo Zapelli, who 
did the climb during January 25-30, it was 
a different story. The temperature dropped 
to - 30° at night, and gale-force winds 
blasted the face. Bonatti wrote that he 
perpetually found himself with "hands 
welded by frost, eyes almost shut, eyelashes 
laden with ice . . . " 

In March of the same year, a team of 
Poles from the Wysokogorski Club, Jerzy 
Michalski, Jan Stryczinski, Maciey 
Gryczinski and Jerzy Warterescevicz, 
made the first winter ascent of the North 
Spur of Les Droites, during a seven-day 
period in which conditions were dreadful. 
Proud of their success, Gryczinski and 
Michalski returned two years later, with 
Eugeniusz Chrobak, Jerzy Surdel, and 
Ryszard Szarirski, to climb the Direct 
North Face Route on the Aiguille Verte. 
The ascent took five days, this time 
in good conditions. These climbs greatly 
strengthened the reputation of Polish 

mountaineering in the international arena. 

Winter 1963/64 
From the climbing point of view, the 

winter of 1963/64 was one of the finest of 
the century. The Col des Montets between 
Chamonix and Switzerland stayed open all 
winter, and not until March was there any 
heavy snowfall. As a result, those guides 
who worked as ski instructors found 
themselves with plenty of spare time for 
climbing. In addition, the opening of a new 
telepherique to the Lognon of the Grand 
Montets provided easy access to the 
Aiguille Verte and the Argentiere Basin, 
which beforehand had involved a long and 
arduous approach. These factors combined 
to produce an extremely successful winter. 
Large numbers of winter ascents were 
made, and for the first time high-altitude 
equipment and two-way radios were used 
on many routes. 

On the Aiguille Verte, three out of the 
four routes attempted were completed, 
despite the fact that the wind and cold 
were almost unbearable. This was par
ticularly the case during the ascent of the 
Nant Blanc Face by Rene Desmaison and 
Georges Payot. Starting on the morning 
of February 4, the climbers managed to 
reach an uncomfortable bivouac situated 
in the first band of rocks at about 11,500ft. 
The next day, the icy rock was climbed 
with great difficulty and another bivouac 
was made, less than 1,000ft. higher, at the 

Above: The North Face of the Grandes Jorasses, 
with the Walker Spur in profile on the left and 
the tortured slopes of Pte. Marguerite in the 
foreground. Photo : Loic Jahan 

crest of the small median ridge on the 
face. The whole of the third day was 
needed to overcome the last 1,000ft. The 
serac wall was very problematical that year, 
and the higher the climbers got, the harder 
the north wind blew into the face, forcing 
the rope into the ice and sewing it frozen 
to the face. From La Flegere on the other 
side of the valley, I followed the slow 
progress of the pair through binoculars. 
In Chamonix that day the temperature 
was -14°. Yet another night was spent 
just below the summit, and the next day 
the climbers descended the Whymper 
Couloir. The extent to which they suffered 
from the wind and cold was revealed on 
their return to Chamonix, and Desmaison 
compared the difficulties of the face with 
those he had experienced on the Walker 
Spur the winter before. 

The winter of 1963 also saw an ascent 
made of the Ridge of the Grand Montets, 
by Claude Jaccoux and Fernand Audibert. 
The climb took three days; the subsequent 
descent of the Whymper Couloir was 
agony for Jaccoux who had sustained 
frostbite in his right foot. During the 
period January 26-27, the Couturier 
Couloir was climbed by Italians Mario 
Bertotto and Andre Bonmi. 

The North Face of the Dru was also an 
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objective that winter. The Swiss team of 
Michel Vaucher and Michel Darbellay 
tried the wall early in January, but they ran 
out of time and were forced to turn back by 
the abundance of snow and ice plastered 
on the rock. Only six days later, on January 
7, a team from the Compagnie des Guides, 
Gerard Devoussoux, Yvon Masino and 
Georges Payot, began the successful 
assault on the face. On the first day they 
overcame the opening problem, the 'Rateau 
de Chevre', and bivouacked just above it. 
Progress was slow the following day, as 
snow and ice blanketed every ledge and 
hold, becoming deeper as the climbers 
reached the level of the 'niche'. The team 
bivouacked for the night at the very foot 
of the crux pitch, the 'fissure Martinetti'. 
The next day they reached the top, but on 
numerous pitches the pitons sang and 
jumars were employed to follow. The last 
bivouac was set up on the summit, in a 
wind strong enough "to blow the horns off 
a bull". 

The traverse of the Aiguilles, from the 
Aiguille du Midi to the Blatiere, not yet a 
classic in summer, was completed between 
January 24--27 by Georges Payot and 
Christian Mollier. Two attempts earlier 
in the month had been forced back by bad 
weather; one of them, led by Mollier, 
having reached the Dent du Crocodile. 
On the successful attempt, the firm con
dition of the Midi-Plan Arete allowed 
Mollier and Payot to reach the Breche du 
Ca'iman on the first evening, although the 
descent of the Crocodile proved treacherous. 
Next morning the pair climbed the ice
covered Ca'iman and abseiled down the 
other side, at one point using 390ft. of 
rope. The second bivouac was made under 
the Pointe Chevalier, which was crossed 
the next day, together with the Pointe 
Lepiney. The pair then attacked the South 
Ridge of the Fou, which was completed in 
extreme cold and high winds, but still left 
them enough time to traverse across the 
front of the Ciseaux and reach a bivouac 
spot between the summit spires of the 
Blatiere. The next day they descended the 
Spencer Couloir and returned to Chamonix, 
after seventy-six hours spent high in the 
Aiguilles. 

Of all the routes climbed that winter, the 
British Route on the West Face of the 
Blatiere was the most frequently attempted. 
Teams from several different countries 
were in the running, but success remained 
for Fernand Audibert and Marc Martinetti 
(who, with Lionel Terray, fell to his death 
on the Gerbier in 1967). On January 18, 
Audibert and Martinetti carried their 
equipment to the foot of the face, returning 
to the Plan de I' Aiguille Shelter for the 
night. Next morning they returned to the 
attack and with great difficulty climbed 
the Fissure Brown to a bivouac ledge. On 
the second day they climbed the overhangs 
and artificial ledges above, to a bivouac 
on the Vires Fontaines. But, as their food 
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and equipment were now nearly exhausted, 
they were obliged the next day to join the 
North-West Ridge; they arrived at the 
summit at five o'clock, having made this 
winter climb in truly exceptional conditions. 

On the Aiguille du Midi, a Franco-Swiss 
team, consisting of Erika Stagni, Robert 
Wohlslag and Jacques Martin, had a fine 
success on the North Face when they over
came bad weather to climb the Frendo 
Spur. This is one of the most interesting 
climbs on the Chamonix side of the 
Aiguilles; it includes both rock and ice 
climbing, which increase in severity the 
higher one gets. On Janaury 21, in worsen
ing weather, the team bivouacked not far 
below the famous ice arete. Not until late 
next day were they able to set out to com
plete the climb. It was then that Jacques 
Martin discovered that his feet were badly 
frostbitten, and it was only with great 
difficulty that the route was finished. 

The Late 'Sixties 
Further advances were made in the 

winter of 1967, which was particularly 
marked by a fine Italian ascent of the 
Ratti/Vitale Route on the West Face of the 
Aiguille Noire. The climb was made during 
the period from January 31 to February 2, 
by Louis Prametton and Ange Bozetti (who 
fell to his death on the descent). Indeed, 
the Italians already had the initiative in 
winter climbing on and near Mont Blanc, 
by virtue of their ascents of the Graham 
Brown triad on the Brenva Face; the Major 
was climbed in 1953 by Toni Gobbi and 
Arthur Ottoz, the Sentinelle Rouge in 1961 
by Bonatti and Panei, and the Pear in 
1965 by Attilio and Alessio Oilier (guides 
from Courmayeur) and Franco Salluard. 
The last climb, which was done in tempera
tures as low as - 38°, was truly exceptional 
and inspired, confirming the vitality of 
Italian climbing in the Mont Blanc range. 

During the period February 27-March 2, 
1967, shortly after the success on the 
Ratti/Vitale Route, an ascent was made of 
the Gervasutti Pillar on Mont Blanc du 
Tacul by two climbers from Turin, Carrado 
Rabbi and Gianni Ribaldone. 

The French also made a major contri
bution in 1967: during the first six days in 
February, Rene Desmaison and Robert 
Flematty climbed the Central Pillar of 
Freney, the most difficult of the high
altitude routes on Mont Blanc. Desmaison 
reported the route to be less dangerous 
than the Walker, but physically much more 
taxing. 

With the fall of the Freney it became 
evident that all of the great routes would 
eventually give way in winter, when con
fronted with determination, modern equip
ment and technique. 

The following year, Desmaison turned 
his attention to the Grandes Jorasses and, 
with Flematty, made the first ascent of 
the Shroud. As in the case of the Eiger 
Direct, January was chosen as the month 

when the danger of stonefall would be at a 
minimum. The Shroud, which is situated on 
the left flank of the Walker Spur, is a 
broad ice slope turned slightly to the east; 
the upper part ends on the Hirondelles 
Ridge, and the lower part is defined by 
two pillars of ice which fall steeply towards 
the rimaye. Numerous previous attempts 
had been made on the climb, including 
one by the sadly missed John Harlin and 
Scotsman Dougal Haston, and another led 
by Robert Paragot. Both these teams had 
planned to force a route up the rock above 
the Shroud to come out directly on the 
summit, but poor conditions had ruined 
their chances. 

Desmaison and Flematty arrived at the 
bottom of the face accompanied by a 
curious entourage, consisting of a Radio 
Luxembourg broadcaster and a Paris Match 
photographer, who followed the entire 
climb from the 'Shroud Centre' located 
near the base of the Hirondelles Ridge. 
The pair began their climb on January 17, 
on the rocks to the right of the ice, and 

Above: Perhaps the most successful of all the 
exponents of extreme winter climbing in the 
range has been Rene Desmaison. His first winter 
ascents of the climbs like the West Face of the 
Dru and the Central Freney Pillar, together with 
winter first ascents of The Shroud and the left 
flank of the Walker Spur underpin a reputation 
only slightly tarnished by some manifestations of 
commercialism. Photo: Mick Burke 

followed a diagonal line up to the left in 
very bad conditions. They reached the base 
of the Shroud proper on January 20, and 
began an exhausting climb of the extremely 
steep, rock-hard ice. Steps had to be cut 
and artificial techniques used. The bivouacs 
were themselves a test, being set up on tiny 
platforms cut in the ice. Finally, on January 
25, in violent winds and lashing spindrift, 
the pair managed to force an exit on 
to the Hirondelles Ridge. The descent 
was undertaken immediately, using the 
now 'equipped' route of ascent; the journey 
down the wall took only three hours, 
compared with nine days in the other 
direction. 

A second ascent of the Shroud took 



place in March of the same year, under the 
most peculiar circumstances. Aspirant 
guide Pierre Desailloud was seen at the 
top of the ice after seven days of climbing 
with the aid of the fixed ropes of the earlier 
ascent. (This supposed solo climb has been 
questioned by some authorities. Desailloud 
committed suicide several months later, and 
it is possible that his mind was unbalanced 
when he claimed the ascent. Ed.) 

Winter Climbing 1970-72 
The winter of 1970/71 rivalled that of 

1963/64 for fine weather and little snow. 
The Col des Montets again remained open 
for the whole season, and holiday-makers 
were hard put to find any skiing. A series 
of winter firsts began with an ascent of the 
North-East Ridge of the Grepillon. At the 
same time, the Japanese were making the 
third winter ascent of the Walker Spur with 
eleven bivouacs. Japanese climbers, like 
those of several other countries, find that 
the Alpine winter season provides a useful 
'Himalayan Course'; records of perform
ance in this environment are valuable in 
selecting expedition teams. A fair number 
of climbers accordingly busy themselves in 
collecting the points necessary to boost 
their eligibility, and this can best be done 
on winter ascents of 4,000m. peaks of the 
6th degree. 

The weather remained exceptionally 
fine over Christmas and New Year of 
1970/71, and it was during this period 
(December 22-January 4) that the most 
horrendous of the Argentiere ice faces 
was climbed. The North Face of Les 
Droites fell to a Swiss team, consisting 
of Hans Berger, Hans MUiier and Jurg 
MUiier. This winter first ranks among the 
foremost of winter feats. No fewer than 
thirteen bivouacs were made on the wall, 
and a descent was made back down the 
route. 

Another fine ascent in the Verte chain 
was that of the Arete Sans Norn on the 
Aiguille Verte, which was climbed by 
Jacques Sangnier and Michel Flouret 
during January 12-14. 

In February, the Grandes Jorasses again 
became the centre for dramatic winter 
climbs. The Croz Spur was climbed for the 
first time in winter by Claude Marmier and 
Georges Nomine, both members of the 
Ecole Militaire de Haute Montagne. The 
pair began their climb on February 10 in 
variable conditions, which made success 
uncertain. 

Marmier later described the climb: 
"There was very little snow on the face, 
except low down where the going was 
fairly fast. Up above, the rock was fairly 
clear of ice, except on the wall before the 
neve and on the slabs between the two 
ice-fields. We had to use quite a bit of 
aid there and our forty American pegs 
were most useful. The ice itself was hard 
and black, impossible to use crampons 
on effectively since they dulled so quickly. 

Ice screws were useless; only the old
fashioned flat pegs would go into the 
ice and, since we had only two of these, 
the ice took us a long time. In places 
the rock was frightening - huge blocks 
that needed care in handling. But the 
route was a magnificent experience, and 
we managed it in only four days, 
although we were prepared to take as 
many as ten." 
A few days later, the Walker Spur became 

the scene of a drama which was to give rise 
to many passionate discussions. On 
February 10, Rene Desmaison and Serge 
Gousseault set out from Chamonix to 
attempt a winter ascent of the Croz Spur, 
taking with them supplies for ten days. 
Arriving at the foot of the wall, they dis
covered that a rival team was already some 
distance up the route. Faced with this 
unforeseen situation they decided instead 
to attempt a new route on the Walker 
Spur, following a line to the left of the 
Cassin Route on the east flank of the spur. 
Six days' climbing took them to a point 
two-thirds of the way up the wall. Here, 
Gousseault began to suffer from frostbite 
in his hands; shortly afterwards, when a 
storm set in, he discovered that he could 
no longer climb. But he had to go on: 
descent was impossible, and the only 
escape lay upwards. On February 20, the 
two men found themselves on a small 
ledge, unable to reach the summit only 
300ft. away. They had exhausted their 
equipment and had food for only three 
days. The storm grew more ferocious and 
the next day Gousseault succumbed. 
Desmaison's wife, situated at La Flegere, 
had had no radio contact with the pair 
since February 16, when the message had 
indicated that all was going well. On 
February 17 and 20, a rescue helicopter 
flew over the face. Desmaison signalled 
that they were trapped, by moving both 
his hands in horizontal sweeps, but 
Gerard Devouassoux in the helicopter 
took this to mean that all was well. As 
clouds closed down around the wall on 

Above: Desmaison leaving a stance during the 
first ascent of The Shroud. Photo: Robert 
Flematty 

February 21, Madame Desmaison decided 
to call out the rescue service. But it was 
four days before a helicopter could put 
rescuers down on the Breche; a winch, 
operated from the Pointe Walker, was then 
used to reach Desmaison. (Two years later, 
not wanting to rest on his failure, 
Desmaison returned to make a successful 
ascent of the whole route.) 

At the beginning of March in the same 
year, a Polish team accomplished a great 
winter first on Mont Blanc, by climbing the 
Bonatti/Gobbi Route on the Pilier d'Angle. 
The team, which consisted of Andrzej 
Dworak, Januz Kurczab, Andrzej Mroz 
and Tadeusz Piotrowski, set out from 
Chamonix on March 1 ; by March 5 all the 
equipment had been transported to the 
bottom of the route, and the attack on the 
face began. Five days later, the team 
reached the summit of the Pilier d' Angle 
(13,622ft) in appalling conditions. Temp
eratures hovered around - 30°, and the 
wind seemed to come from all sides, with 
gusts of 60-70 m.p.h. The last hours of the 
ascent up to Mont Blanc de Courmayeur 
proved to be the most arduous. The ridge 
was swept clear of snow, and the hard 
winter coating of ice extended from the 
top of the route to the summit of Mont 
Blanc. It was three days before the party 
reached the summit and began the descent. 
Dworak and Piotrowski, unable to com
plete the descent due to frostbite, were 
forced to remain in the Vallot Hut while 
Kurczab and Mroz made their way to the 
valley to alert the rescue helicopter. 

The winter of 1971/72 began well. The 
Pilier du Diable was successfully climbed 
by an Italian team, and the Lagarde/ 
Segogne Route (1926) on the North Face of 
the Plan had its first repeat. This renowned 
and extremely steep (60°-70°) ice couloir 
was climbed by guides Cecchinel and Jager, 
during December 27-29. Instead of des-
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cending to the Requin Hut, the pair spent 
a further day battling through 70 m.p.h. 
winds to reach the telepherique on the Midi. 

In January, on the Grandes Jorasses, a 
British team consisting of Dougal Haston, 
Chris Bonington, Mick Burke and Bev 
Clark attempted a new route to the right 
on the Walker Spur, up a thin couloir of 
ice. Seventeen days later, with success 
almost in sight, the attempt was abandoned 
in the face of extreme cold. 

Simultaneously, a new invasion of the 
face was taking place. The Japanese, 
before their Direct Route on the Eiger, 
were conspicuous by their absence from 
the ranks of those making notable first 
ascents in the Alps. But it was a superb 
team that came together below the beauti
ful North Face of the Jorasses to attempt 
a new direct route on the Pointe Whymper. 
The 'expedition', which was led by Hisahi 
Sekkino and Manaslu Suzuki, included 
Yashuo Kanda, Yashuou Kato, Hideo 
Miyazaki, Toro Nakano and Kusuhide 
Saito. The party set up camp on the rimaye 
close to the British team's base. Using the 
great sweep of ice already partly fixed by 
their neighbours, they gained access to the 
great couloir on the right. Above them was 
a steep chimney/couloir, leading to an 
open face and then the overhanging 
summit blocks some 3,400ft. above. During 
this first part of the assault, the party 
carefully equipped the couloir, using a 
luxury bivouac in an ice cave at the bottom 
of the route as a base. Bad weather towards 
the end of the month forced them to 
retreat, but they returned in February 
with new vigour. After fifteen days of 
climbing on exceptionally difficult ground, 
struggling against the avalanches of powder
snow which constantly tumbled down the 
great funnel-like couloir, they reached a 
height of 12,500ft. At this juncture they 
realized that they would have to abandon 
their plan to emerge directly on to the 
summit of the Pointe Whymper; instead, 
they decided to try for the col on the ridge 
between the Pointes Whymper and Walker. 
For the time being, however, the climb 
was shelved, and it was not until March 
19 that the successful assault was started 
by the five remaining members of the 
team. On March 25, a bivouac was estab
lished at the previous high-point. From 
then on, the weather remained poor, and 
each successive pitch had to be fixed. 
On March 29, the decisive push was 
launched: a route was forced to the col, 
and the Pointe Walker was reached on the 
same day. 

The descent, which was made down the 
same route, passed without incident, 
despite involving the negotiation of 3,000ft. 

Right: The Peuterey Ridge of Mt. Blanc is widely 
regarded as the epitome of all alpine routes. Kurt 
Diemberger's ("Bergsteiger") prizewinning pho
tograph captures all the length, height and 
remoteness of the climb as bad weather closes in. 
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of fixed rope and yet another bivouac - the 
thirtieth! 

Towards a Classical Approach 
The winter season of 1972/73 saw 

Cecchinel in Chamonix yet again. Accom
panied by M. Marchal, he climbed the 
Lagarde Couloir on Les Droites, finding it 
in excellent condition. Shortly afterwards, 
Jean Belleville led a team on the successful 
first winter ascent of the North-East Face 
of the Aiguille de l' Arnone, and two months 
later climbed the Direct Route on the North 
Face of Mont Dolent. (In the following 
year he put up a new route on the same 
face.) 

On hearing of the excellent conditions 
Cecchinel had experienced, Sekkino and 
Suzuki, both now residents of Chamonix, 
set off for Les Droites with their fellow 
countryman Yosio Aoki, to attempt the 
difficult 3,300ft. Couzy Spur. The ascent 
was a resounding success, the route being 
climbed in classical style without any pre
liminary fixing of pitches. Despite a bliz
zard and difficult bivouacs, the party 
reached the summit on January 15. The 
descent almost proved fatal for Aoki, who 
fell in a crevasse and sustained serious 
injuries. 

One of the great achievements of the 
1972/73 winter was the ascent of the 
complete Peuterey Ridge. Guides Yannick 
Seigneur and Michel Feuillerade, with 
their companions, the priest Louis 
Audoubert and Marc Galy, began their 
attempt to climb the longest route in the 
Alps on December 22. The same idea had 
also occurred to the two brothers from 
the Val d'Osta, Arturo and Oreste 
Squinobal, who set out in pursuit of the 
French party. After the third bivouac at 
the col of the Dames Anglaises, the three 
ropes joined forces, and the summit of 
Mont Blanc was reached on December 26. 
Audoubert, who made a cine film of the 
climb, said afterwards: "The route was 
really strange, no harder than when I did 
it in summer with Galy, in average 
conditions." 

January 1973 saw Rene Desmaison back 
on the Grandes Jorasses, with the aim of 
making another attempt at the new route 
on the Walker Spur, and completing the 
final 300ft. With him were his stepson, 
Michel Claret, and Courmayeur guide 
Giorgio Bertone. The team set out on 
January 9 in fine weather (which had held 
in the range for the past month), and by 
January 13 they were within 1,000ft. of the 
summit. But on that unlucky day Desmaison 
dropped the two-way radio with which he 
had been maintaining contact with his 
wife at La Flegere; at the same time bad 
weather closed down on the Jorasses, 'and 
snow began to fall. For the next few days 
it was impossible for a helicopter to 
approach the face; in Chamonix and 
Courmayeur, worry grew with every pass
ing hour, in particular for the inexperienced 
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Michel Claret. But at last the hoped-for 
improvement arrived, and all was seen to 
be well. On January 17, the team emerged 
on the summit, with the final 300ft. of the 
climb vanquished. A further bivouac was 
made on the Italian side during the 
descent; on the following day a military 
helicopter from Aosta brought the three 
climbers to Entreves, where their families 
and a crowd of journalists awaited them. 
Desmaison had this to say: "I first con
ceived of the route in 1968; I attempted it 
in 1971, and it was a tragic failure. But I 
wanted to go back and finish the last 
300ft. Now I've done it." For her part, 
Madame Desmaison added: "Of the 
Jorasses, I wish to hear no more." 

The idea of yet another route on the 
Pointe Whymper of the Jorasses had for 
some time been the subject of discussion 
in Alpine circles, but the danger of loose 
rock and the extreme nature of such an 
undertaking on this unviolated wall had 
discouraged most enthusiasts. However, in 
December 1973, Yannik Seigneur applied 
himself to the task, calling for assistance 
from his former companions on the suc
cessful Peuterey climb, Michel Feuillerade, 
Louis Audoubert and Marc Galy. The base 
of the wall involved some difficult ice
climbing, and several days were required 
to fix it. After a number of bivouacs and a 
good deal of new snow, the party's hopes 
of completing the rest of the climb by 
conventional methods were dashed. It was 
obvious that the wall would have to be 
fixed at least up to 'the ramp' at half-height. 

Activities were resumed in January, but 
filming and bad weather slowed the party 
down. On January 16, they set out for the 
final push. Moving as two teams, they took 
turns at leading the various difficulties, 
which included two nightmarish roofs, one 
of 100ft. and another of 50ft. Altogether, 
the route required 350 pitons for aid. The 
summit was reached on January 27; the 
climbers were later lifted off by a Swiss 
helicopter which returned them to Sion. 
"My God," Father Audoubert is reported 
to have said, "that Yannick - what a 
Master, what a Lord". 

It is fitting to end this account of winter 
climbing in the range with a climb on Mont 
Blanc, a new route that was put up at the 
same time as the Pointe Whymper climb 
was being made. At the end of 1973, Jean 
Coudray, Charles Daubas and Raymond 
Renaud, all E.N.S.A. guides, set out to try 
the North Pillar of Freney by the Gervasutti 
Route, but bad weather and a thick layer 
of new snow forced them to retreat from 
high on the climb. In January they returned 
again, leaving the Trident Hut on the 22nd, 
and reaching the Peuterey Col after twelve 
hours of heavy going. There they made an 
igloo, and on the following day equipped 
the first few pitches of the climb. On 
January 24, they set off in earnest; almost 
immediately they were caught in bad 
weather and forced to bivouac just below 

14,000ft. Eight inches of new snow slowed 
progress next day, and only 500ft. were 
gained. On January 26, the party bivouacked 
at 14,900ft. Next day it began to snow 
again. Powder-snow piled up around 
them, and huge avalanches spilled down 
their intended route. The only solution 
was to attempt a new route up the centre 
of the buttress, where it was too steep for 
snow to accumulate. As the light faded on 
January 28, the party reached the Brouillard 
Ridge. They crossed the summit at 10 p.m., 
and descended to the Vallot Hut. Here they 
were held up by bad weather for yet another 
day, but on January 30, under their own 
steam, they descended the Gofiter Ridge 
and regained the Chamonix Valley. 

Solo Alpinism 
Let us go back in time to 1955: the 

conquest of the sixth class is finished, and 
new doors are opening with the advent of 
VI sup. All the great classical routes have 
been repeated, with the exception of one 
or two highly dangerous and desperate 
climbs. The younger generation are clam
bering up the routes of the past, over and 
over again, often failing to find in them 
the adventure anticipated. It is time for a 
new form of alpinism to emerge. 

The year 1955 was marked in Chamonix 
by Bonatti's extraordinary exploit on the 
South-West Pillar of the Dru. Not only did 
he climb a new route and discover a 
personal truth, but he also introduced the 
concept of climbing the most difficult 
walls solo. 

The end of 1959 saw the same protagonist 
in different terrain: while Mauri was 
soloing the Pear, Bonatti was climbing 
the Route Major - two solo firsts in the 
guise of practice for far away expeditions. 
In July of the same year, Gino Buscaini 
soloed Bonatti's famous route on the 
Grand Capucin. 

But it was the Dru, that marvellous 
spire of granite, that haunted the soloing 
imagination. Rene Desmaison, practising 
on the rocks of Fontainebleau during the 
autumn and winter, found himself con
stantly thinking of the West Face. In 1965, 
he set out alone from Chamonix and, 
passing other parties along the way, 
accomplished the ascent in only two days. 
Another outstanding French achievement 
was made in the same year, when Pierre 
Bartelemy soloed the North Face of the 
Charmoz by the Direct Route. 

The Dru provided inspiration for other 
solo ascents: in 1969, Eric Jones made 
the first repeat solo of the Bonatti Pillar, 
and in 1970 aspirant guide Joel Coqueugnot 
made the first solo ascent of the North 
Face, covering the 2,600ft. of climbing in 
four hours! In 1971, Jean Claude Droyer 
climbed the extremely long and difficult 
American Direct Start to the West Face, in 
fourteen hours, with one bivouac. Three 
years later, aspirant guide Nicolas Jaeger, 
the fastest of all solo climbers, made an 



ascent of the South Pillar of the Dru in 
only three-and-a-half hours. Jaeger later 
described the free-climbing as the most 
difficult he had yet experienced while 
soloing, which is quite something from 
someone who had previously achieved the 
first complete solo of the North-East 
Spur of Les Droites, a crossing of the 
Grandes Jorasses Ridge to the Col du 
Geant, the second solo ascent of the Nant 
Blanc Face, and the second solo of the 
Gervasutti Route on the Gugliermina (the 
first was done in 1971 by Bob Shaw, who 
was accompanied by another party). 

The Dru may have been the major 
inspiration for solo climbers, but it was 
the solo ascent of the Walker Spur that 
opened the floodgates. Early in its history, 
the Walker Spur was only for avant-garde 
teams, but from 1952 onwards, as the 
amount of equipment in place multiplied, 
the route became more obvious and less 
difficult. By 1968, it had been done several 
times in winter, but never solo. There were 
numerous aspirants, but it was left to 
Alessandro Gogna to cross the Col du 
Geant and, in the likeness of Cassin and 
Bonatti, make the route wholly Italian. 
This was achieved early in the 1968 season, 
in the fast time of twelve-and-a-half hours. 
Shortly afterwards, Jean Claude Mosca 
made the second solo ascent, and the 
expedition soon became fashionable. 

Following Gogna's success, the yielding 
of the great routes to solo climbers went 
ahead at double time. Joel Coqueugnot 
climbed the West Face of the Petites 
Jorasses the following year (wearing 
merely canvas rock-shoes), and in 1971 
made the first solo ascent of the Nant 
Blanc Face. In the same year, Jean 
Afanassief soloed the Croz Spur, having 
previously soloed the Cordier Couloir on 
the Verte and the Sentinelle Rouge on the 
Brenva Face; shortly afterwards he also 
soloed the Pear. 

Solo ascents of the great ice routes in 
the Argentiere Basin had begun as early 
as 1966, when Pierre Desailloud made a 
winter solo of the Triolet, taking in the 
Direct Finish of 1947. Not long afterwards, 
Gary Hemming soloed the Original Route. 
There are few climbers to be found on 

these isolated walls, so the soloist must 
rely entirely on his own resources. In 1969, 
that great advocate of this style of climbing, 
Reinhold Messner, performed the remark
able feat of climbing the North Face of Les 
Droites in only eight-and-a-half hours. 
This was a truly formidable accomplish
ment, considering that the three previous 
ascents had taken from two to five days. 
After the descent, Messner was overcome 
by feelings which all solo climbers will 
understand: 

"As I reached the edge of the glacier, 
I felt a lump in my throat. I wanted to 
pull myself together and tried to laugh. 
Just over there was the hut. I lay down 
in the grass beside a spring by the path ... 
Suddenly something broke inside me; I 
had a feeling of being freed from I knew 
not what. I did not think any more, but 
I realized my tears had restored my 
normal clear balance of mind."" 
Many of the most avid young French 

soloists live in cities far away from 
Chamonix, and have only their local 
climbing 'gardens' on which to keep fit. 
A few, like Robert Chere, Daniel Monaci 
and R. Dupraz are lucky enough to live and 
work in Chamonix, while Bernard Macho 
lives not far away in Lyon and frequently 
visits the range to work as an aspirant 
guide. It was on one of these visits, in 1962, 
that he took advantage of good conditions 
to make a solo ascent of the Austrian 
Route on Les Courtes. The climb was done 
in three-and-a-half hours. The following 
May, Macho made the first ascent solo of 
the Quille Couloir on Mont Blanc du 
Tacul, choosing a time early in the season 
when stonefall (which had deterred earlier 
attempts) was minimal. In 1973, he re
turned to -the Argentiere Basin to solo the 
Direct Route on the North Face of the 
Verte. 

From 1971, the major interest was again 
concentrated on Mont Blanc. The summer 
of 1971 was good in the range, and rich in 
individual achievements. Eric Jones soloed 
a new route on the Central Brouillard 
Pillar, under very difficult conditions, and 
Bob Shaw did the Gervasutti Route on the 
Pointe Gugliermina. September was marked 
by George Nomine's solo ascent of the 

Freney Pillar. Nomine was amazingly 
lucky on this climb, when an 80ft. fall on 
the Chandelle left him without injury; 
undaunted he continued to the top. 

To close this long tour of the range, 
I will leave you once again at the top of 
Mont Blanc, at the end of the first solo 
ascent of the entire Peuterey Ridge. 
1972 was marked not only by the first 
winter ascent of this great route, but also 
by the first solo ascent. There were two 
attempts before the successful one: a 
snow storm forced Joel Coqueugniot to 
retreat from the Pointe Gugliermina, and 
tragedy overtook Dominique Mollaret 
who died of a heart attack while abseiling 
down the North Ridge of the Aiguille 
Noire. Several days later, on August 10, 
Rene Desmaison started up the South 
Ridge of the Noire, and bivouacked on 
the summit. The following day he des
cended the North Ridge, spending the 
night at the Craveri Bivouac. On August 12 
he began the long climb up the Aiguille 
Blanche and on over the Pilier d'Angle to 
the exhausting final ridge, which brought 
him to the summit of Mont Blanc at 
6.30 p.m., just as bad weather was setting 
in. A 
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Deux grandes bieres 

It is springtime and Snell's Field, which 
lies hidden in fir trees between Chamonix 
and Argentiere, is looking at its best: 
the new grass is pushing through the mud, 
and the winter snows, burned off the 
glaciers by the warming sun, are swelling 
the River Arve. It all looks fresh, green and 
virgin. Suddenly, a rusty mini-van bumps 

· into the field, stops in a patch of sunlight 
and disgorges its occupants. The latter, 
bearded and dressed in jeans, place their 
cassette radio on the roof of the van and, 
as the tinny rhythms of familiar pop music 
fill the glade, throw off their worn shirts 
and expose their white chests to the sun 
for the first time in eleven months. Soon, 
climbing equipment, ropes, boxes of super
market food ("none of this foreign rub
bish"), worn-out, porous tents, greasy, 
well-used sleeping bags, a new pair of boots 
and a carefully preserved camera are 
randomly distributed over an area of 
several hundred square feet. One of the 
party is busily hammering at the collapsed 
suspension of the van, another is lighting 
a smoky Primus stove, and the third, a 
'First Season' man, is keenly reading from 
a thin stock of guide books. 

Who are these people? They are the 
harbingers of a veritable army of British 
climbers who will shortly be battling their 
way from Dover in worn-out, overloaded 
vans, fighting for road-space with French 
salesmen gunning their under-powered 
Renaults at unbelievable speeds down the 

Below: Chamonix's Bar National. Photo : John 
Powell 
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Autoroute du Sud. Within the next few 
weeks the scene will be repeated many 
times a day. The season has opened and 
the greatest climbing region in the world is 
exerting its magnetic pull on every self
respecting climber from Ramsbottom to 
Rio, from the Shawangunks to Mount 
Fuji - and all the English-speaking ones 
will be heading for Snell's Field. Here they 
will base themselves by courtesy of the 
Snell family, from whom British climbers 
have received so much help and friendship 
over the past twenty-five years. 

But back to our three first-comers: the 
sun has moved off the field now, and the 
trio are heading for Chamonix, the 'Black
pool of the Alps'. They park the van, not 
noticing the foreign-looking parking meter, 
and spend a few minutes discussing whether 
or not they can face the Nazi prison camp 
conditions and un-French attendants of 
the tepid public 'douche'. Deciding that 
they can't, they acquire some bread, butter 
and saucisson from the friendly super
market, following the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer's instructions to conserve 
foreign currency by not paying. In the 
cool evening the streets are full of candy
floss eating tourists flushed from adven
tures on the Montenvers railway or from 
a trans-glacier trip in a cage suspended 
from the wires of the Aiguille du Midi 
telepherique. The British climbers push 
their way through to the Post Office, where 
the plain French postmistress shouts "rein" 
at them as they ask for their paste restante 
mail. Disappointed, they emerge and loiter 

1111 Ill 
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for a while, looking at the bright tables of 
the Pontiniere cafe across the square. A 
number of cynical-looking French climbers 
are holding court, sprawling in their favour
ite seats in the sun, greeting each new 
arrival with effusive hugs. As they watch, 
this dazzling, immaculate group is joined 
by a swaying bevy of skinny, bronzed 
girls who sidle up to be kissed and groped 
in their turn. 

The British finally turn away to a 
shadowy corner where a faded sign 
announces the 'Bar National'. At last they 
have arrived at the English-speaking social 
centre of Chamonix; here they will sit, 
largely in silence, counting their tiny cash 
resources and occasionally purchasing 
glasses of surprisingly strong ale from 
Maurice Simond, the short-sighted pro
prietor who, for many years, without 
speaking any English, has acted as bar
keeper, money-lender, confident and friend 
to countless young British climbers. He 
manages to host, with a detached, tolerant 
style, a group as rowdy and unkempt as 
can only otherwise be seen en masse in 
the Padarn Lake on a busy Saturday night. 
He will be the only Frenchman most of 
the English climbers will speak to during 
their four-week stay. 

"Eh up, youth. Deux grandes bieres, 
silver plate, mercy blow-through." 

They give him the benefit of all they have 
learned of French language and culture 
during the past four Alpine seasons. 

Maurice smiles and absent-mindedly 
operates a complex chromium machine 
that seems to dribble frothy beer or coffee 
at random. A group of Germans look in 
and come to stand by the bar, muttering 
gutterally. Maurice continues to play with 
his machine, smiling secretly to himself 
as the thirty-strong chorus maintains its 
ceaseless shout of "Deux grandes bieres, 
youth". The Germans retreat, baffled. 

The atmosphere is that much beloved by 
today's British climbers: tolerant, cheap 
and confused, friendly, and possibly even 
protective. 

Here, tales can be told of adventures on 
the mountain, or, more likely, of the 
famous Chamonix 'incidents'. Which cele
brated climber threw the 'No Parking' sign 
on to the live rail of the Chamonix railway? 
How many times has de Saussure's pointing 
finger been equipped with flowers, cham
pagne bottles or contraceptives? Which 
great Himalayan men have spent nights in 
Chamonix jail, or even been deported? 



Were you at the great Alpenstock battle, 
when the Brits and the chuckers-out were 
locked in combat until all the glasses and 
plate-glass windows were smashed? And 
do you remember when, after the baddies 
had beaten up a lone Canadian in revenge, 
the fifth cavalry arrived in the nick of time 
in mini-vans from Snell's Field and ex
tracted a terrible retribution? Or were they 
too late? Do you recall the Cafe de Paris 
brawl, when French and British climbers 
worked out their bad-weather and sexual 
frustrations by breaking bottles over one 
another's heads? Don Whillians reputedly 
came to the rescue this time, and the Great 
British Press was supposedly responsible 
for the subsequent, subtly misleading 
headline : "English Tourists Attacked on 
Mont Blanc". 

Yet it could only happen in Chamonix. 
All the little corners where it was once 
possible to escape authority have been 
eliminated from the more organized, 
bourgeois ski resorts of Switzerland and 
Austria. Tolerance for schoolboy pranks 
and ebullient behaviour, if it ever existed, 
has gone. Except in Chamonix - although, 

as in the days of the Old West, there comes 
a time when it is best to be out of town by 
dawn, perhaps on a climb. 

It is easy to say that all this is un
important, that Chamonix is only necessary 
as a place to buy food and as somewhere 
to shelter when bad weather interrupts 
great and glorious climbs on the high, 
white snows. But every climbing area needs 
a social centre, where climbers can meet 
and discuss the latest adventures, and relax 
and plan new ones; where they can realize, 
if only by contrast, something of the 
limitless beauty of the far-away hills, 
which, due to some curious low-altitude 
lethargy, often remain far away. 

But we may not see Chamonix or Mont 
Blanc like this for very much longer. 
Already on any fine day every high
reputation route has more than its fair 
share of ropes, all getting in one another's 
way. The voies normales are beset with 
long queues of novices, each aspirant 
copying the actions of the man two feet in 
front. As French Minister of Sport, Pierre 
Mazeaud, has said, it is not inconceivable 
that one day on the road from St. Gervais 

RogerT umer Mountain Man 

Above: The National's host, Maurice Simond, 
with customer. Photos: Alan Rouse 

to Chamonix there will be a sign: 'Mont 
Blanc - Complet'. In other words, it's 
full - every hotel, camp-site, route, foot
hold and piton. 

But until that happens English climbers 
will still make their annual pilgrimage and, 
at the end of the season, Snell's Field will 
be bare of grass and covered in derelict 
structures of wood and polythene sheeting; 
the surrounding woods will be ankle deep 
in bongo, and the police will be there 
recovering the chairs, tables, glasses and 
road signs so kindly lent by the accom
modating Chamoniards. 

The season is finished, the last van has 
limped its smoking way to the Channel, 
and I am never going back. At least, if I 
do, I'll do more climbing and spend less 
time in Chamonix. Even if the weather's 
bad. I think. A 
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Explaining and labelling everything we 
observe or experience is a basic human 
trait. From the practical and scientific 
observation of natural processes to more 
abstract studies of the appeal of art and 
music, there are those amongst us who find 
it necessary to qualify minutely in order to 
glean understanding. 

Climbing has not remained immune from 
this _apparently inexorable process. We 
attach a series of labels to every climb and 
become worried when the qualities of some 
particular ascent are not encompassed by 
our chosen system. Witness Maestri's ascent 
of the South-East Ridge of Cerro Torre. 
What course do we choose when evaluating 
the difficulties of that climb? To proclaim it 
Al because of the extensive bolting sections, 
thus grouping it with some of Derbyshire's 
easier peg routes, would be patent nonsense. 
Clearly, Maestri encountered great diffi
culties, despite the ethically arguable tactics 
he employed to make the ascent. If we 
intend to assign labels, they must be as 
accurate as possible within an understand
able frame of reference; but do we choose a 
system based on the particular, or on the 
general? Inevitably we embark on a quest 
for the perfect grading system, or rather, 
something approximating to it. Tradition
ally, the perfect system permits the abstrac
tion and labelling of some intrinsic quality 
of a climb. This quality supposedly has the 
property of being absolute, in that it exists 
independently of the people who have made 
previous ascents; it would also presumably 
lend itself to rediscovery or verification on 
a subsequent ascent. 

A moment's thought quickly reveals the 
logical inconsistencies of such a system. The 
quality of difficulty possessed by a climb is 
of a more subjective nature than is usually 
admitted. While the human factor is not 
entirely ignored by our systems of grading, 
its inclusion is invariably begrudged and 
usually regarded as a weakness. The 
increasingly fashionable technical grading 
of 3-5c, 6a, originally designed for sand
stone outcrops, is gaining general accep
tance in Britain. Its adoption in the Cloggy 
guide proved a success, while the general 
overcrowding of the XS grade has provided 
further momentum for its use. The system 
purports to evaluate the difficulty of moves 
without regard to their natural environ
ment, the aim being to isolate such variables 
as danger and position from the physical 
demands made on one's body during the 

ascent. In essence, it grades the climb for 
the second man on the rope. Obviously, if 
it is the over-all grade we seek, such a 
system is not satisfactory. The danger 
involved in some particular series of moves 
may reduce to wobbling jelly a climber who 
would otherwise be perfectly capable of 
making them. This can even be the case 
with extremely well protected but very 
exposed moves. Few climbers can ' boulder 
in the sky' at the same technical level of 
competence they can achieve on the ground. 
Yet one cannot deny that the system has 
provided a useful service. Its utility and 
popularity stem principally from its effec
tive subdivision of the XS grade and, to a 
lesser extent, the HVS grade, rather than its 
classification of the nature of the difficulties 
involved (i .e. physical and mental). The 
application of the system to climbs of grade 
VS and below has been, and will probably 
remain, limited. Ed Drummond attempted 
to isolate and classify the difficulties still 
further in his never-to-be-forgotten (or 
rather, forgiven) pamphlet of new climbs in 
the Avon Gorge. The type of holds, loose
ness, number of crux areas, and degree of 
protection all came under close scrutiny. 
The result was more like a bingo score-card 
than a guidebook. 

Overt competition has long been consid
ered ungentlemanly in climbing, although 
more subtle forms of rivalry have always 
existed. Climbing, or more specifically 
mountaineering, might be considered as 
one of the few exceptions to the dictum, 
"tradition approves all forms of competi
tion". The more precise qualification of 
difficulty in recent years, through grading 
and through the influence of the climbing 
press, has enabled an increasing element of 
competition to creep in. The magazines and 
the media have also effectively developed 
another variable with which to label climbs 
- that of status. In fact, the media have 
simply brought this element out into the 
open, but in so doing they have inadvert
ently increased its significance Some 
pioneers now consider only the status which 
will be attached to a first ascent, rather than 
its merit as a new route. While these factors, 
status and merit, are by no means mutually 
exclusive, they are often not as comple
mentary as the climber may think. 

Fortunately, or perhaps unfortunately, 
we must have some ethical standards, at 
least on a tacitly assumed level, to produce 
an effective and workable grading system. 
Such standards are easily established on 
small crags, like the sandstone outcrops of 
Harrison's or Helsby, where any extra aid 
employed over and above that mentioned 
in the guidebook is strictly taboo, and 
totally invalidates the ascent in other 
climbers' eyes. To my knowledge, pitons 
have never been employed for either pro
tection or aid on a first ascent at Helsby. 
The grading there is thus less ambiguous 
than in, say, Wales, where small variations 
in ethics are tolerated even if not encour
aged. The Left Wall of Cenotaph Corner 
was originally climbed in an essentially 
artificial manner, but has now been climbed 
entirely free. Yet many still make ascents 
with varying amounts of aid. For whom 
should thi~ climb be graded? 

The problems of grading and competi
tion are inextricably linked with those of 
ethics . The standard of difficulty of a route 
may depend almost entirely on the rules 
applied during an ascent. Rightly or 
wrongly, a large degree of moral indigna
tion may be induced by a slight variance in 
the rules on a particular ascent. Most things 
which reduce the standard of a climb are 
regarded as unethical, with the apparent 
exceptions of improved protection and 
better footwear. Physical training, for 
example, is considered vaguely immoral, 
whereas a hangover is held in high esteem, 
presumably because physical training de
creases the difficulty of a climb, while a 
hangover increases it. But nevertheless, 
despite their curious and complex nature, 
ethics play a major role in preserving the 
meaning and identity of our pursuit. 

'Ethical standards' have had their most 
marked effect in the sphere of climb evalua
tion, as is evidenced by the fact that climbs 
are assessed in terms of the number of aid 
points (i.e. nuts, pegs or slings), including 
resting points, used to make the ascent 
easier. Other factors, like the number of 
falls or the time taken, are given less 
significance. But beyond this point, con
fusion reigns. To consider the environ
mental aspects of a climb immediately 
perplexes the question of grade. The greatly 
varying difficulties of Scottish winter 
climbing dictate the use of a highly person
alized code of ethics on each ascent. In 
good weather and good conditions, I have 
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striven to avoid the use of aid under any 
circumstances. At other times, even on 
relatively easy routes, I have fought to 
place and use any peg I could. I appreciate 
and admire the motives of those to whom 
any form of aid is anathema, but it would 
be hypocritical of me to say that I hope to 
join their ranks. On Alpine routes, the 
methods employed to overcome the spect
rum of difficulties and problems, conditions 
and weather, are less vulnerable to any kind 
of moral indignation, yet most would agree 
that an unwritten code of ethics is well 
established in the Alps. This point has been 
highlighted by the new Vallot guide, which 
attempts to grade the difficulties of a climb 
according to the methods used on the 
ascent. The South Ridge of the Aiguille 
Noire, for example, was allocated a range 
of grades between D sup, and TD sup., 
depending on the number of pegs utilized. 
Although laudable in its aims, this system 
obviously has flaws. In bad weather and 
under duress, even a Bonatti would use 
every peg available; but does that mean 
that he would only make a D sup. ascent, 
as a literal interpretation of the system 
would imply? Clearly, the condition of the 

Above: Dale Bard on Butterballs - a fierce 
climb that is protected with small nuts. Photo: 
Keith Nannery 

rock and ice greatly affects the standard. 
Rene Desmaison has described the difficul
ties he encountered on the Grandes 
Jorasses North Wall, as the weather con
tinued to deteriorate and his companion, 
Serge Gousseault, grew steadily weaker: 
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"I had never encountered such a tight 
situation in twenty years of high standard 
Alpine climbing. No, there was nothing. 
Only the day before. What I had done 
yesterday, I had to do again today ... 
Vertical piles of boulders, smooth and 
encrusted with ice ... A metre further: a 
metre is a lot. Yet there are so many metres 
before the cornice above. The cornice which 
ends where? - life, death or perhaps 
neither." Two days later, Gousseault died. 
Desmaison was obviously climbing at the 
highest level, but what system could hope 
to qualify and evaluate the attendant 
circumstances? 

I now turn to a different sort of variable 
in grading schemes. Recent improvements 
in climbing equipment have been instru
mental in producing what appears to be a 
dramatic rise in climbing standards. Most 
rock-climbs throughout the country can 
now be laced with protection, and the 
aspiring climber can fall off with impunity. 
But the few totally unprotected climbs, like 
Great Slab or Cave Wall at Froggatt, 
scarcely receive more ascents now than they 
did ten years ago. A similar phenomenon 
can be found in Scottish winter climbing. 

The recent improvements in equipment, 
especially the advent of curved-pick ice
climbing tools and Terrordactyls, has 
brought routes like Point 5 Gully and Zero 
Gully within the reach of hundreds of 
people. But the new equipment has had less 
impact on the harder buttress climbs, and 
these retain an untarnished reputation for 
difficulty. How many of those who happily 
front-point their way up Zero Gully, a 

grade 5, could make much impression on a 
route such as the Tower Face of the Comb, 
an as yet unrepeated grade 4? 

Techniques of grading have not kept pace 
with these developments. Any grading 
system should be in some way linked to the 
numbers of people who are capable of 
climbing a particular route. Thus a grade 4 
ice-climb should be accessible to a larger 
number of climbers than a grade 5. 

Similar anomalies exist in Wales and, 
though these are mainly due to out-of-date 
guidebooks, they do illustrate the need for 
a flexible approach. A climb that is cur
rently harder than its neighbours will not 
necessarily be harder in ten years time. The 
Thing on Dinas y Gromlech, for example, 
was once harder to lead than Hangover, but 
it is now easier as it can be very well 
protected. 

Improvements in equipment can, and 
very often do, change the grade of a climb 
in this way. To some extent, this has been 
acknowledged and climbs have been down
graded accordingly. Overall, however, the 
XS grade is far less significant than it once 
was. In the Alps, the same effect is notice
able. Climbs once regarded as very serious 
are now receiving many ascents each year. 
Good conditions on the Walker Spur will 
usually precipitate a scene and atmosphere 
more akin to Tremadoc than to the situa
tion with which Cassin was faced on the 
first ascent. The Vallot guides have corres
pondingly downgraded certain routes. 
Hopefully this lead will be followed in other 
areas, so that the ED grade will retain its 
original significance as one of the pinnacles 
of achievement. Human daring and skill in 
climbing may be rising to loftier heights, 
but they can hardly be doing so at the rate 
that a disinterested observer might suppose. 

In the same way that metrication was 
foistered upon a largely unwilling public, I 
can foresee the advent of a unified and inter
national grading system. The relatively new 
phenomenon of organized non-conformity is 
perhaps equally as insidious. I would, how
ever, like to enter a plea for a modicum of 
anarchy in our grading systems. How dull 
it would be if we succeeded in ironing out 
all the anomalies which provide enter
tainment in bars throughout the world, and 
will continue to provide entertainment in 
the health-food bars of the future. Further
more, we must pause to consider how much 
closer a unified system would bring us to the 
era of competitive climbing. 

Many of the questions I have raised will 
probably never be satisfactorily answered, 
but, as Bertrand Russell once pointed out, 
consideration of a problem, indeed the very 
realization that it exists, is as important as 
the solution. .A. 
SUMMARY 
A discussion of anomalies in grading climbs, 
made more acute by the improvements in 
equipment and knowledge over the past decade. 



Above: The unclimbed North West Face of Peak 29. Photo: Wolfgang Nairz 

Peak 29 (25,705ft) is the identification 
sign of the Survey of India for a mountain 
in the Gurkha Himal, located between 
Manaslu and Himalchuli. The name 
"Manaslu II" - as it has been called at 
times - seems inappropriate for an in
dependent and separate peak. "Dakura" is 
also a misnomer, for that refers to the 
third highest point (6,000 m.) on the East 
Ridge, near the village of Lho, in the valley 
of the Buri Gandaki. No local name for 
the mountain is known, since it remains 
hidden from view even from most of the 
Marshandi valley to the west and the Buri 
Gandaki to the east. For a while there was 
some question as to its true height, when 
the new quarter-inch map (1 :63,360) came 
out with 24,652ft. (7,514m.). Since this 
refers to the very prominent South Shoulder, 
rather than to the highest point of the 
mountain (for which no new measure
ments were made in 1970/71), we must rely 
on the original figure of25,705 ft.(7,835m.). 

The Japanese reconnaissance party to 
Manaslu in 1952 brought back a photo
graph of the upper Pungen Glacier, sur
rounded by Manaslu and Peak 29. The first 

attempt to explore the western approaches 
from the Marshandi valley was made by 
Professor G. Shinoda's expedition in 1961, 
but there appeared to exist no reasonable 
route from that side. In 1963 H. Kimura's 
reconnaissance party explored the upper 
part of the Pungen Glacier and climbed a 

G. 0. and Norman Dyhrenf urth 
continue their series on the 
world's highest peaks with this 
study of one of the most difficult 
peaks in Nepal. 

couloir that led to the East Ridge. From a 
high camp, a wide ledge led past three 
small peaks on the East Ridge to the col 
between Manaslu and Peak 29; but in that 
year the Government of Nepal was un
willing to grant permission for a summit 
attempt. 

Dr. Senya Sumiyoshi of the Osaka 
University Mountaineering Club led the 
third Japanese attempt in 1969, again 
from the east. Base Camp was established 
at 13,450ft, on September 9, and a line of 

camps was placed on the south side of the 
East Ridge. By October 24, Camp 6 was 
occupied at 22,475ft; and on November 1, 
Jiro Kuroda and Yoshihiko Kohda reached 
a height of 24,200ft, halfway up a very 
steep ice face. But there was no place to 
bivouac on that final wall, and the pair 
would have had to spend the night in 
hammocks. Winter was close at hand, and 
the expedition had to withdraw. 

1970 brought the decision: joint leaders 
of the Osaka University Mountaineering 
Club Expedition were Professor S. Mizuno 
and Dr. Senya Sumiyoshi. Base Camp was 
set up on the Pungen Glacier on September 
12. In spite of rain and avalanches, Camp 
I (16,400ft.) was established on the 20th, 
and Camp JI (19,000ft.) on the 23rd. 
Camp III was placed on the col at 20,350ft, 
on October 9, beyond one of the three 
small peaks on the East Ridge, and Camp 
IV at 22,650ft. near the base of the ice wall. 
The assault on this impressive 45°-50° face 
began on the 12th. Every part of the route 
had to be secured with fixed ropes. It was 
very hard work, and there were frequent 
slips on the steep ice. On October 18 a 
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Left: The two top photos show distance and close
up views of the East Face of Peak 29. The 
Japanese (1970) route is marked. Watanabe and 
Tsering fell from the serac belt above Camp 5 
(see also photos on pages 16 and 17, Mountain 
22). Photos: Senya Sumiyoshi 

suitable camp-site was found in a berg
schrund at 24,600ft, and Camp V was 
established there by five Japanese and two 
Sherpas. Hiroshi Watanabe and Sherpa 
Lhakpa Tsering remained to spend the 
night. Dr. Sumiyoshi describes the follow
ing day: 

"On the 19th, blessed with clear and at 
last still weather, the two left Camp V 
at 6.0 a.m. Almost all the climb could be 
observed from Camp III through a high
powered telescope. Watanabe led. It 
had been expected that the most difficult 
stretch would lie just to the right of the 
exposed 'Frog Rock'. It took four hours 
to pass the difficult section, and when at 
eleven o'clock they rested on an icy 
ridge above the rock, observers felt 
easy, expecting success. Above, their 
progress was much faster and they 
gained the snowy dome at 1.15, where 
they embraced each other as if they had 
already conquered the summit. Their 
figures were lost behind the dome until 
three o'clock when they were seen 
descending. The route was already in 
shadow and it was colder. At 4.40 Sirdar 
Illa Tsering, at Camp IV, gave a cry, 
seeing them fall. When the two were 
picked up on the icy slope only fifteen 
minutes from Camp IV, there was no 
way to save their lives. They were still 
roped together in spite of a fall of some 
2,300ft. Watanabe's ice axe was found 
at one side, with the lower half broken 
off but still holding the strings which 
had held the banners of Japan and 
Nepal on the summit. It was decided to 
give up further attempts, taking into 
consideration the villagers' strong feel
ings about not leaving the two bodies 
on a sacred mountain. On the 23rd the 
remains were cremated near Base Camp, 
after a funeral service in the presence of 
the highest lama of Sama village." 
In addition to Watanabe's ice axe, 

rucksacks, shattered cameras and film 
cans, the survivors discovered a rock the 
size of a large fist - perhaps the cause of 
the accident. The true facts will never be 
known. What a tragic end to an otherwise 
highly successful venture! For there can be 
no doubt in anyone's mind that the out
standing Japanese mountaineer and his 
Sherpa companion did indeed stand on top 
of Peak 29! 
Sources of information: 
AAJ 1971, pp. 439/440; Mountain 22, 
July 1972, pp. 16/17; correspondence with 
Ichiro Yoshizawa; report by Senya 
Sumiyoshi. 



Other photos: A series of views of the unclimbed 
West Face of Peak 29. Those on the lower left 
show the relationship between Peak 29 and 
Manaslu (left). The bottom picture depicts the 
South Face of Manaslu at the head of the 
Thulagi Glacier, with the West Face of Peak 29 
on the right. A recent Japanese expedition is 
said to have attempted this face, but was unable 
to gain much height because of avalanche danger. 
An alternative approach would be via the lower 
section of the Austrian Manaslu/South Face 
route. This avoids the obvious icefa/1 on the 
Thulagi Glacier by climbing the prominent 
rognon in the centre of the photo, which gave the 
Austrians some very steep and difficult rock
climbing however (see photo on page 12, 
Mountain 28). From the upper Thulagi Glacier 
the North West Face of Peak 29 (previous page) 
could then be tackled. Another alternative would 
be to avoid the rognon by a direct route up the 
North West Spur (photo right and visible in the 
other photos). Photos: Toshia lmanashi, Senya 
Sumiyoshi and Wolfgang Nairz 
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The summit ridge of the Moose's Tooth, with the top of the North Face in early morning light . Photo: Gary Bocarde 

ntlerona 
mountain top 

by Gary Bocarde 
It was after an unplanned reconnaissance 

flight around the Great Gorge (Mt. Mc
Kinley area) and, later, three appetizing 
weeks of snow and rock climbing, skiing, 
and exploring the Great Gorge, that my 
obsession with climbing the magnificent 
South-West Face of the Moose's Tooth 
began. A few persuasive letters and photo
graphs helped bring the Tooth climb closer 
to reality. By January, John Svenson (an 
old-time Yosemite climber, currently living 
in Juneau) and Mike Clark (a former Great 
Gorge explorer, also residing in Juneau) 
were committed to the climb. And, by 
March, Charlie Porter (who almost lixes on 
the walls of El Capitan) was excited and 
scheming. 

The Moose's Tooth is situated in a maje
stic setting in the Alaska Range, with moun
tains such as Hunter, Huntington and 
McKinley as neighbours. In June 1964, the 
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first ascent of the Moose's Tooth was 
accomplished by four Germans: Welsch, 
Bierl, Hasenkopf and Reichegger. Their 
route went up the beautiful North-West 
Ridge. During the next decade numerous 
attempts were made on the various faces 
and gullies of this spectacular mountain, 
the East Face being the most popular in 
recent years. But the South-West Face re
mained untried, and it looked superb. 

* * * * 
A case of Raineer beer and some home

made cookies got us from Anchorage to 
Talkeetnajust in time for a brief look at the 
Moose's Tooth, and for the start of the 
'Talkeetna Wait'. After five days of heavy 
rain, pool and beer, the clouds cleared just 
enough to allow us to be flown in. During 
the Wait we decided to do something irre
gular on this climb: we would haul, drag, 
lug or carry a moose antler up the moun-

tain. If the 1910 Sourdough Expedition 
could drag a sixteen-foot spruce flag-pole 
to the North Summit of Mt. McKinley, 
then why couldn't we take an antler up the 
Tooth? 

At last, in partly cloudy skies, super-pilot 
Cliff Hudson flew us into the Ruth Glacier, 
and, after a day of load-hauling into the 
Great Gorge, we set up base camp in a 
magnificent spot, with Denali off in the 
distance, and Mt. Dan Beard, Mt. Dickey, 
the Moose's Tooth and other spectacular 
peaks near by. Our goal was now very 
visible, but still a few miles (and a multitude 
of crevasses and an ice-fall) away. A few 
frustrating days of route-finding amongst 
the crevasses, and a thousand-foot climb up 
a narrow snow and ice avalanche gully 
(which dropped large chunks of rock and 
ice on us at unscheduled intervals), brought 
us to the base of the South-West Face. 



Our view of the face was foreshortened. 
It looked small - much less than its actual 
2,700ft. John and Charlie predicted that it 
would take only nine or ten pitches. But 
then climbers are always misjudging 
mountains. 

Two nights of arduous load-hauling, and 
camp was moved to the base of the face. 
Here, the scenery was even more awe
inspiring than at base camp, with Hunting
ton, Rooster's Comb and others now com
ing into view, set against a background of 
frequent and often mysterious cloud dis
plays. 

Now, at last, we could begin climbing. 
We had planned on fixing a pitch or two 
before heading upwards, but an assortment 
of poor weather conditions caused us to 
fix four. 

The climbing on the first two pitches was 
stimulating for both climber and belayer; 
the leader had to contend with absorbing 
free-climbing, made more challenging by 
some loose and wet holds, plus poor pro
tection, while the belayer had to watch out 
for ice falling from almost everywhere. The 
end of the second pitch presented us with a 
problem: a choice! One possibility was a 
beautiful crack system heading straight up 
for hundreds of feet through an exposed, 
smooth area. The only drawback was that 
the first twenty feet would require some 
bolts. The alternative was a large corner to 
the left, which would not need bolting, and 
we opted for that. The top of this three 
hundred foot corner was filled with ice, 
which had to be chopped away to allow for 
placement of protection and/or feet. It was 
a wet affair! After finishing the Ice Corner 
and traversing over to the other crack 
system, we named the ledge at the top of 
the second pitch 'Should Have Gone Right 
Ledge'. 

On June 17, we hauled all our gear and 
bodies up the fixed lines: we would be on 
the wall till the top. We were glad to be on 
our way upwards; we had run out of base 
food and now we could eat some bivi food. 
The Ice Corner, with its wet climbing and 
frustrating hauling (each of the four haul 
bags got stuck several times), was finally 
below us, and we felt content in having done 
eight pitches without a bolt. The more effort 
expended, the greater the rewards. It is 
sometimes sheer commitment, rather just 
skill, that gets climbers up mountains. 

We arrived at the first bivi spot some time 
after midnight. In the north it is possible 
to climb for twenty-four hours, or until the 
body says stop. Charlie, the only non
Alaskan in the group, found this pheno
menon quite strange. Everyone managed to 
get some sort of comfort that first night, 
whether in a hammock or wedged between 

Top left: Porter on the magnificent slabs half
way up the route. Top right and bottom: Distance 
and close-up photos of the 2,700ft. South West 
Face of the Moose's Tooth with the route and 
bivouacs marked. Photos: Bocarde 
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rocks. It felt good to be on a mountain 
again. 

Heavy rain and some ice-fall greeted us in 
the morning. By late afternoon the rain 
had stopped, and Mike and John climbed 
to the top of Tea Party Pinnacle. This was 
to be one of the most scenic and spectacular 
bivi spots on the climb, and it was comfort
able (for everything except sleeping). 
Several cups of-tea and a light snowstorm 
sent us to the warmth of our sleeping bags 
earlier than normal. 

Cloudless skies and a picturesque panor
ama of mountains in the pink morning light 
were the rewards for opening one's eyes 
before 4.0 a.m. the following morning. We 
were looking forward to the climbing. Wet 
gear was stuffed into haul bags and hard
ware sorted; then upwards. The Slabs, five 
or six hundred feet of some of the most 
outstanding free-climbing on the route, in
volved crack systems that made their way 
through an enormous, clean, smooth area. 
Charlie and I were fortunate: it was our day 
to lead. An added attraction to this section 
was that ice-fall was no longer a problem. 
We still felt like targets out on those smooth 
slabs, but the falling matter always missed 
us. We were nevertheless hit by the tremen
dously loud noise, which seemed to make 
us climb faster. 

Another long day (climbing past mid
night), and we were at the base of the Prow 
for our third night - one of those hammock 
bivies where you wake up feeling like you 
spent the night in a perpetually closing vice. 
Having climbed fourteen pitches, we were 
growing curious as to our exact location on 
the face. But we weren't ready for the climb 
to end yet. We thought we might be getting 
close to the top of the rock face; in fact we 
were only two-thirds of the way up. 

Poor sleeping accommodation encour
aged us to make an early start (an early 
start for us was any time before noon). 
Several pitches later, Mike yelled down that 
he could see a large snow patch, a pitch or 
so away, that looked like it could be the 
beginning of the upper snow-field. So close, 
so soon? But John, leading the seventeenth 
pitch, cleared up our suspicions and pro
vided us with new anxieties. The snow patch 
was barely even that, the summit snow-field 
was nowhere in sight, and the rock ahead 
was the worst imaginable. Finishing the 
pitch, John returned to the comfort of our 
protected bivouac (Moose Antler bivouac -
the thing was still with us), and to some 
questions about the route ahead. 

For the next day and a half we were 
treated to the worst climbing on the moun
tain: rotten and crackless rock, more like 
dirt and sand than granite. Pitons were fre-

Left: Charlie Porter leading pitch 6: in the wet 
corner. Top right: The difficult 11th pitch : 
Porter making 5.9 moves that gave the hardest 
climbing on the route. Bottom right: The Moose 
Antler bivouac with Clark and Svenson in 
hammocks above. Photos: Bocarde 

quently pounded into blank seams, and 
nuts placed behind unreliable, expanding 
flakes. The climbing was as challenging as 
it was hazardous: the peel potential of the 
leader was extremely high. We were there 
on the mountain's terms, not ours. 

On the fourth bivouac we were low on 
water; by the fifth we were out. We had 
failed to melt enough snow. Imagine being 
thirsty on an Alaskan climb, with snow 
almost everywhere! But in the late afternoon 
on the sixth day, we climbed to a snow 
patch where we melted snow and drank our 
fill. After twenty pitches of climbing, we 
were still enjoying ourselves and our en
vironment. 

Except for the rainstorm on the second 
day, and the nightly snow or rain, the 
weather had been excellent for climbing. 
The sixth day was no exception: clear, cool, 
sunny skies. But in the distance a small 
thunderstorm was building. It looked very 
spectacular from our vantage point, but 
since it was apparently so small we weren't 
too worried. Weather changes rapidly in the 
Alaska Range. By the time Charlie had 
cleaned the twenty-first pitch, and led half 
the next, I was a cold and wind-blown be
layer. The pitch, which involved some snow
climbing in E.B.s, was rapidly finished in 
high winds and heavy snow. It was the last 
of the high-angle rock-climbing, but we 
weren't done yet! 

The weather was the worst that we had 
had: both climbing and jumaring were 
hazardous. By 2.0 a.m., we were all settled 
down in an assortment of 'comfortable' bivi 
spots. We had snow and wind most of the 
night, but our wet 'polarguard' bags kept us 
warm. Synthetic sleeping bags, especially 
polarguard, are a must on wet climbs. 

By late morning the weather had cleared, 
and we were looking forward to finishing 
this climb: we were nearly out of food and 
fuel, and we were tired of dragging that 
moose antler around the mountain. After 
numerous pitches of mixed rock and snow 
climbing, which would have been enjoyable 
without our heavy packs, we found our
selves on top. On the last few hundred feet 
to the summit ridge, a wet storm hit us. 
Rather than descend in white-out condi
tions, we decided to wait. As the storm 
abated we were treated to one of the most 
spectacular cloud displays imaginable. The 
scenery was so fantastic that we decided to 
stay and spend the night near the top. We 
were tired and thirsty, but at last we had 
finished carrying our antler (Hudson would 
be happy). 

We made our descent via the Germans' 
route, which involved some steep, specta
cular and exposed snow and ice down
climbing. Everyone was burdened with 
heavy, awkward packs. But Charlie had 
other problems. At the end of the rock face 
(the beginning of the snow climbing) his ice 
axe fell off a pack and headed down to base 
camp. But Mike's lost sunglasses were a 
more amusing problem. Mike woke up to 

bright sun and no eye protection. In an 
hour his eyes were beginning to hurt. But 
while preparing himself for a dump - out 
they dropped. 

Looking down a few thousand feet we 
could see a turquoise-coloured water hole: 
the goal for the day. We were out of fuel and 
getting tired of eating snow. We wanted 
water. Eighteen hours and one broken 
crampon later we weren't thirsty. After a 
brief rest, some post-holing, a few rappels, 
several hundred feet of gully sliding and 
some rapid skiing brought us to base camp 
on the Ruth Glacier. We immediately filled 
our stomachs to overflowing, and then 
crashed! 

The remaining days were spent load
hauling back to the pick-up spot, making a 
frightening return trip up the avalanche 
gully, eating, and trying unsuccessfully to 
stamp out a runway in wet snow. Hudson 
heroically flew us out of the soft glacier and 
into the land of fresh food and green things. 
As we flew by the Moose's Tooth and the 
Great Gorge, we all knew we would return. 
SUMMARY 
Central Alaska Range. Moose's Tooth: South
West Face. An account of the first ascent of 
this 2,500ft. rock wall over 8 days in the 
summer of 1974. The climb was achieved, in 
a single push, by Charlie Porter, Gary Bocarde, 
John Svenson and Mike Clark (Grade 6, 5.8, 
A4). 

the 1975 
chouiTiard equipmCTit 

catalog is a\?ailable 

fJ 
one dollar 

THE GREAT PACIFIC 
110'-l \\OlKS 

43 



Mountains 

by John Cleare 

MacMillan: £4.95 

A 'mountain is a mountain is a 
mountain .. .' any layman might 
suspect, at least until he/ she 
purviews this colourful, 
subdued, mostly autobiographic 
gem of a portrait. Cleare deserves 
all the painful praise one might 
still be able to muster subsequent 
to the exhaustive reading of his 
book. And it is exhaustive, if only 
because of the condensed, 
though wholly compelling, 
circumspection of its pursuit. 
Those of you who regard 
yourselves with envy, concerning 
your own vast reservoirs of 
geographical knowledge and 
background trivia, inimitable 
ascent detail, mountain lore and 
the like, you're in for an 
awakening. Cleare has it together 
like few of us can ever hope to 
have. A visit to his "studio" in 
London reveals something out of 
Tucci's memorabilia - a veritable 
Tibetan base camp, seething in 
400 yak-loads of photos, 
manuscripts, files, relics, urgent 
correspondence, cartons of 
kodachrome being refrigerated, 
and quantities of esoteric, nearly 
computerized scribblings to 
himself. And his book, with its 
impressive array of historical 
data, topographic detail and 
personal insight, admixed with 
classically effected, unflinchingly 
gripping horror stories and 
humour stories (both and always 
simultaneously), reflects it. 
The book scans over Europe, 
America, Britain, Africa and 
Everest (all areas where Cleare 
himself has climbed), together 
with the "Antipodean Alps" -
New Guinea, New Zealand and 
Australia (the content here being 
provided by Chris Baxter). The 
initial chapter, much to my own 
delight, confects a mythopoetic 
"kaleidoscope" of mountains, 
invoking legends, literature and 
religions. And then we are 
immersed in a concise, neatly 
arranged history of climbing in 
the Alps, which prefaces a series 
of exploits in the company of 
various grand masters. The 
"Incident on the Lenzspitze" is 
well worth quoting from briefly: 
"Kris grabbed my arm. 
'Christ I' ... Below us the ridge 
was a narrow snow arete. A small 
figure was sliding down the ice 
slopes of its northern flank. As 
we watched, the body shot out 
over an ice cliff and went 
spinning on down the steepening 
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John Cleare' s 
Mountain book 
for everyone. 
New Constable 
guides pose 
threat to the 
traditional club 
guides. 

slope. Again the figure shot over 
a serac ... He hit the ice and 
broke in half. Tony groaned. Two 
black blobs swept on down the 
slope and out - far out - into the 
snow basin of the glacier ... 
'Poor bugger, what do we do 
now?' Suddenly Kris grabbed 
my arm again . .. Abruptly Tony 
and Fritz fell silent. One of the 
black dots - half the mangled 
body- was moving? In 
dumbfounded silence we 
watched . The dot moved 
erratically and painfully slowly 
towards the other dot lying in 
the snow some distance 
away ... " 
Cleare has an uncanny literary 
penchant for evoking much that 
is paradoxical and realistic about 
mountaineering. The book is 
entirely British, written for both 
blokes and gentlemen, 
undermined by a uniquely 
serendipitous verve, a naivety 
placated unceasingly by 
open-faced humour. Oddly 
striking little descriptions appear 
here and there : "great veins of 
raw asbestos, grey fibrous stuff 
like somebody's long-lost rotting 
sweater caught in a rock 
sandwich", or " hold less acres" 
and " anaemic trees" (references 
to Yosemite's Apron and belay 
points). 
Cleare provides us with a serene 
way of approaching mountains, 
with modesty and ruthless cheer. 
At least that seems to be his own 
warped, inspiring sense of 
engagement. Of the first ascent 
of Am Buachaille, he writes: " If 
you have ever abseiled carrying 
an eighteen-foot aluminium 
ladder you will know what fun 
it is! . .. Tom (Patey) muttered 
blood-curdling tales of 
man-eating seals and the 
dangerous currents and 
carnivorous seaweed of this 
coast . .... In another episode, 
following an African debauch 
the .evening before, Cleare is 
leading up to the steep mouth 
of the Diamond Couloir on Mt. 
Kenya, when he suddenly 
realizes that his belayer is sound 
asleep. Then that he too is 
asleep I They descend, vexed : 
"snatches of sleep alternating 

with dream-like abseils from 
pitons and ice bollards, while the 
snow avalanches hiss by . . . " 
Legends and tidbits of 
information are interspersed 
between long run-outs, numb 
hands and horror pitches, 
the details and character of 
routes in the Dolomites, on 
Everest, Ben Nevis, Hell's Gate, 
Mt. Cook, Kibo, the Matterhorn 
(there is a description here of the 
fumbling, insane 1965 BBC/ 
Radio Geneva film made to 
commemorate the 1 00th 
anniversary of the "tragic first 
ascent"), in Antarctica and 
elsewhere. Herrligkoffer is called 
an "impresario", and we are told 
that Queen Victoria once 
presented Kilimanjaro to her 
nephew for his birthday; we 
also read of Mt. Meru, with the 
"huge caverns of salt where 
elephants come to lick", and of 
the "most arduous and 
dangerous trek in mankind's 
history". 
In Foigny's La Terre Australe 
Connue (1676), the hero, 
Sadeur, is only able to enter 
Paradise after having displayed 
tremendous courage in battling 
giant birds; he arrives naked, 
bludgeoned and androgynous. 
When Cleare describes the swift, 
faint humming of murderous 
African bees swarming past his 
rotten perch high above the 
ground, such Odyssean 
initiations resonate hilariously as 
the giddy-self-destructive 
well-spring of mountaineering 
psychology. 
The book was written no doubt 
for everyone. It is a refreshing 
guidebook, an unintimidating 
history book, and a pleasant 
picture book (not sumptuous 
though); it is also a sentient 
model for a new genre of 
mountain books in tune with the 
kind of provincial, but at the 
same time cosmopolitan, 
pastoralism implicit in William 
Carlos Williams's poetry, or in 
the photographs of Vittorio de 
Sella. Cleare creates an 
intimately fragrant, jovial and 
accurately edified 'sense of 
place' that is rarely discovered in 
these noisy days of sombre, 
self-betraying exploitation . It is 
happily welcomed. 
Michael Tobias 

Rock Climbing in the 
Lake District 

by Geoff Cram, Chris Eilbeck 
and Ian Roper 

Constable: £2.50 

Rock Climbing in the 
Peak District 

by Paul Nunn 

Constable: £2.95 

Constable's latest selected 
route guides to popular areas, 
coming after those for Wales 
(James) and Scotland 
(Macinnes), will undoubtedly 
be sure-fire successes. Their 
competitive prices (achieved, 
presumably, by virtue of large 
print runs), coupled with a 
skilful blend of routes, topos 
and action photographs, will 
make them almost irresistible 
purchases for the rock-climber. 
On preliminary study, they 
appear to be competently 
edited and written, though 
Nunn's guide is a little sparse 
in written information on how 
to find the routes, relying rather 
too heavily on the topos. 
Both guides avoid the grading 
eccentricities of their prede
cessors, by adopting more 
traditional systems. The 
Lakeland volume is the more 
conventional, with solely 
verbal gradings, while the Peak 
guide has both verbal and 
numerical (Cloggy) grades. 
Here, however, certain anomalies 
have arisen: crack climbs such 
as Phoenix (Shining Clough), 
Goliath's Groove and 
Mississippi Buttress (Stanage), 
and Saul's Crack (Roches), are 
all graded 4c and VS; and 
even the top pitch of Matinee 
(Roches) only rates 4c. On 
Limestone, too, Cummerbund 
(Manifold Valley), with two 4c 
pitches, is matched with the 
rather harder Anaconda 
(Dovedale) and Fe Fi Fo Furn 
(Stoney). The numerical grades 
therefore incorporate plenty of 
programmed surprises, to keep 
everyone on their toes. 
Both guides make use of the 
star quality system, to indicate 
the best routes in their areas. 
There are few quibbles with 
the Lakeland guide on this 
count, but the Peak volume 
seems rather oversold when 
three stars are given to routes 
such as Pearly Gates, Venery, 
How the Hell, Cummerbund 
and Garotter (Limestone), and 
Owl Arete, Chequers Crack, 
3 Pebble Slab, Cave lnnominate 
and Quien Sabe (Gritstone), 



which are good but certainly 
not exceptional. 
Photographs galore are a 
feature of both volumes, but 
problems of usage have tended 
to out distance the authors in 
both cases, although in 
different ways. The Lakes guide 
has failed to overcome the 
problems created by north
facing and overgrown crags in 
conjunction with poor printing, 
and the result is a rather drab 
and uninspiring volume. Never
theless, there are enough topos 
of mysterious routes on 
unfamiliar crags to stir the 
interest. 
Crags in the Peak area are 
easier to photograph, having 
sunnier aspects and cleaner 
and more architectural shapes. 
But there has been a tendency 
to use elongated panoramic 
views of gritstone edges for 
the rather questionable purpose 
of establishing the relationships 
of the buttresses, and the 
result is faintly tedious. Luckily, 
enough close-up shots and 
action photos have been in
cluded to save the day. These, 
however, are detailed criticisms; 
in general, the guides fulfil 
their function well. 
So much for the guides, as 
guides; but there is a larger 
issue to be discussed, an issue 
of considerable importance to 
the world of guidebook publica
tion. Will these four volumes 
from Constable undermine the 
sales of conventional club 
guides and, if they do, is that a 
bad thing? 
I may seem rather hypocritical 
in raising this question, having 
supplied a large proportion of 
the photographs for the Welsh 
guide, and having just compiled 
a bumper book of collected 
climbs myself. (In my defence, 
however, I would point out 
that Hard Rock's formula 
tends to encourage guidebook 
sales.) 
In Mountain, we have always 
avoided printing route descrip
tions, in the belief that this was 
the preserve of the major clubs. 
Club guidebooks offer the 
only definitive and complete 
records of climbing in the 
main mountain areas of 
Britain. They are subject to the 
strictures of broadly repre
sentative (though admittedly 
often fallible) peer groups in 
each area. If the sales of such 
guidebooks are adversely 
affected in the long term, this 
may mean that regular publica-

Above: Paul Nunn by Sheridan 
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tion of complete climbing 
records will no longer be a 
financial possibility. 
In fact, the effect of the 
Constable guides will probably 
vary. Some club guidebooks -
the ones to the popular areas 
- may actually be helped, but 
most will probably have their 
sales eroded. 
All this, of course, is specula
tion, and only careful 
monitoring of sales graphs will 
reveal the true situation . In the 
meantime, there are some 
valuable lessons in economy 
to be learned by the clubs. The 
F.R.C.C.'s Scafell guide takes 
three pages to describe Central 
Buttress, whereas the Constable 
publication covers it in half a 
page. Nunn manages to 
squeeze 1,100 routes into one 
£2.95 volume. 
Admittedly, both Constable 
guides kill all literary interest 
in their pursuit of brevity, but 
there is surely a middle path 
that the clubs could follow to 
give better value for money. 
Greater use of photodiagrams, 
for instance, might well be a 
way to cut costs. 
As it happens, Cram, Roper and 
Nunn have all given outstanding 
voluntary service in the club 
guidebook field, and can thus 
hardly be accused of selfish 
opportunism . Paul Nunn, for 
example, with a gargantuan 
appetite for guidebook work, 
filled the breach left by the 
late Eric Byne and master
minded a number of recent 
Peak guides. It would be 
ironic if such seasoned cham
pions of the conventional 
guidebook field were now to 
become the agents of the 
system's decline. Perhaps their 
defection is the clearest 
possible indication of the need 
for reform; it would therefore 
be a pity if the lessons provided 
by these guides were to pass 
unheeded. 
Ken Wilson 

Tsa 
by Michael Charles Tobias 

International Mountain
eering Arts Institute: 
limited edition 

The first problem is to describe 
this extraordinary little book, 
and the author and publisher 
don't make that easy. In format, 
it's an oddly-shaped paperback 
- 7½ inches wide by 6½ inches 
high. The pages aren't num
bered, but, after a brief intro
duction by Eric Hoffman, there 
follows a text of about seventy 
sides. No address of printer or 
publisher is shown, no ISBN 
registration is given, and no 
price is stated. Probably you 
couldn't get a copy if you 
wanted one. But you'd be 
missing something, because in 
general appearance Tsa is 
arrestingly beautiful: imma
culate printing and layout, 
expensive paper, and attrac
tively off-beat covers and title 
page. 
The text which is described 
most easily in literary terms, is 
in the form of an unbroken 
interior monologue. It's not 
just a single chapter; it's a 
single seventy-page sentence 
of which the main verb, if any
way a main verb exists, has so 
far eluded me. There are hints 
of paragraphing at a few points, 
mostly in the first dozen pages, 
although there is nothing 
obvious in the verbal content 
to support these divisions. The 
stream of consciousness itself 
shows no pronounced changes 
in wavelength, perhaps to an 
unnatural degree; but its 
steady rhythms are developed a 
little at the very end to round off 
the poetic reverie . 
The fragments of material of 
and around which this medi
tation is assembled are mainly 
gathered from pre-industrial 
culture, both Eastern and 
Western, with emphasis on 
ancient literatures, arts and 
religions. It's curiously difficult 
to pick out a short sequence of 
lines to typify the whole, but 
the type of material can only be 
conveyed by quotation, so 
here are a few lines wrenched 
out more or less at random: 

" ... intellect, faint for 
solidity this voracity wild with 
a sky hunger, Tsao Tun, a 
school of ascent without 
edges, without touch, diver
sions, dirges, cores to its 
wall, how weightlessness 
distracts an ominous 

semantic tactics of desire, 
wearying brush strokes, 
hazing vowels, clotting toe 
work by sad collapsing or 
ruined suspension ... " 

So you can see what we're 
dealing with . The text is simply 
a tiny spotlight of conscious
ness that never stops moving: 
at one moment it picks out the 
names of a succession of 
Chinese sages; then it traces 
across some curious details of 
terrain; then a long, abstract 
bridge of verbal associations; 
next it notes a series of moun
tain images in Renaissance art; 
then it scans a list of mediaeval 
texts; and so on . 
Why should this astonishing 
book be noticed in Mountain? 
Well, Tobias is a young but 
widely travelled climber; and 
as a climber-writer he is be
coming known for his messianic 
sense of self-assurance. He 
puts as high a value on the 
mountain experience as any 
contemporary thinker. Ideas of 
archetypal summits and preci
pices, the Delectable Mountain 
and the Infinite Wall, form the 
ghostly back-cloth of Tsa. 
But what does it all mean? 
What's it all about? Between 
the huge claims made for 
Tobias's artistic achievement in 
Hoffman's ecstatic preface and 
the hard fact that the book 
can't communicate anything to 
anybody in any normal sense of 
the word it's easy to lose sight 
of three important considera
tions, and I enumerate these 
now. 
First, I assert that Tsa could not 
be copied. Most obscure 
writing and abstract art can be 
imitated easily enough to fool 
the avant garde. But a lot of 
reading would be needed to 
fit another page indistinguish
ably into this book. Tobias is an 
odd kind of polymath, and Tsa 
is something unique. 
Second, the book may form a 
strange kind of source text. I 
recognize the significance of a 
number of single words 
embedded in the work 
{"Shugendo" and "yamabushi". 
for instance: an ancient form of 
Japanese mountain worship and 
its practitioners, "they who 
sleep in the mountains"), and I 
can't help wondering whether 
all the thousands of names and 
words so far new to me might 
not stand for similarly exciting 
fields of knowledge. 
Third, the book is perhaps a 
sort of impatient announcement 
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or warning to those interested 
in Tobias's world: look, he 
seems to-say, I have all this 
material at my disposal and I 
enter my claim; I've only time 
to put it out like this for now -
but watch out, because I might 
start working it differently 
pretty soon. And if, indeed, he 
is able to make it accessible to 
a wider audience, we shall all 
have to attend. 
Anyway, it is announced here 
and now that Tsa has been 
received if not understood. 
Nobody will scrutinize what 
Tobias does next more closely 
than the present reviewer. 
Harold Drasdo 

Cwm ldwal 

by Ken Wilson and 
Zdzislaw Leppert 

Climbers' Club: £2.70 

Any guidebook worthy of the 
name must have certain attri
butes: it must show and describe 
cliffs accurately, so that a first 
visit to the area is not a com
plete mystery tour or an 
orienteering test; it shou Id 
conduct the leader up the cliff 
via his selected route, without 
his having to discover the 
whereabouts of every other 
climb first; it should give clear 
information as to the type and 
quality of the climbing, the 
standards of the routes, the 
technical problems likely to be 
encountered, and any special 
equipment that may be required; 
and finally it should provide 
such information in an 
interesting fashion, so that a 
full mental rehearsal is possible 
at home, by the fire or on the 
lavatory. 
In these respects, this edition 
of the Cwm ldwal guide sur
passes other recent efforts. The 
diagrams, by Brian Evans, are 
excellent, the two establishing 
sketches being especially 
valuable. Route descriptions 
are good and accurate, though 
sometimes a little brief. Some 
of the advice regarding 
accident areas is rather serious, 
but very necessary; local 
rescue teams may find 
redundancies threatening now 
that more realistic standards 
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have been given to certain 
climbs . 
A diligent reader, who has 
climbed most of the routes, 
may have a few minor niggles, 
but he will have to search 
hard. I tend to agree with the 
comment made by Trevor 
Jones (General Editor), who 
says that stars for quality 
shouldn't depend on accessi
bility: if routes are worth doing, 
they should be worth walking to. 
To turn to matters of detail: 
I was surprised that no mention 
was made of the good thread 
belay at the top of Hope's 
Twin Cracks pitch; I was 
disappointed that even with 
modern protection the authors 
still advocated short pitches 
and poor stances on the Slabs 
(which can only lead to 
increased queuing); and I was 
amazed that the Pinnacle Crag 
of Cwm Cwyion should be 
approached from the Scout 
Hut and not via the ldwal 
Nature Trail. 
The guide dismisses variations 
on the Slabs themselves, then 
mentions Slabs Eliminate 
( credited at least ten years 
after its first ascent, and marked 
but not captioned on the 
diagram) and improperly 
describes the Tennis Shoe 
Direct Start. A single comment 
to the effect that the Slabs are 
climbable almost anywhere at 
Etive HVS standard would 
surely have sufficed. 
The only real weakness that I 
would stress (and even this is 
not as serious as in some 
guides) is the general obscurity 
investing the descriptions of 
ways off. Why can't guidebook 
writers realize that all a climber 
wants after doing a climb is to 
find the quickest. easiest and 
safest way down. If clear 
instructions were given (pre
ferably in a different typescript) 
at a standard point in each 
crag description, time, peace of 
mind and even lives could be 
saved. At least in this guide the 
diagrams show the ways off. 
Finally, it is sad to see that 
three pages are needed to 
educate climbers about piton 
damage, graffiti, and the need 
to protect rare flora. It is no 

good just reading such sections 
and then merely shaking sage 
heads; we must reverse the 
trend before it totally destroys 
"the wild beauty we love". 
Ron James 

Rock Climbs in Yosemite 

Edited by Dave Nicol 

Private publication: £1 .60 

In this loose-leaf manual of 
topos, nearly a hundred 
Yosemite climbs, from short 
free problems to famous big 
walls, are summarized in 
technical form. Individual pitch 
grades, together with notes on 
protection, bivouacs, the nature 
of the rock, and other sign
posts, will make life easier for 
the British visitor. 
American climbers, on the 
other hand, may find the topos 
an intrusion. Steve Roper 
rejected their use in his guide to 
Yosemite, because he felt that 
they reduced the element of 
adventure. But Dave Nicol 
insists that "most climbers 
demand efficiency first" and 
are therefore prepared to 
accept the loss of mystery. 

Above: Dave Nicol - could 
incur American displeasure with 
collection of Yosemite topos. 

New attitudes and styles may 
have reversed the arguments 
against topos. The reasons 
given by Roper for rejecting 
topos are the very ones now 
cited by climbers in favour of 
their use: they make climbing 
"easier on the brain", simplify 
route-finding, draw climbers to 
harder routes, and increase the 

Spring low 
Concentrated meal 
packs for Campers and 
Backpackers
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SPRINGLOW Sales Ltd 
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Estate, Werneth, 
Oldham, Lanes. 
Tel: 061-624 7904 

speed of ascents . The loss of 
adventure has been made 
good by other challenges in 
Yosemite. A visiting climber 
will hope to cram as many 
climbs as possible into his 
limited stay, and will wish to 
do them as competently as the 
local ethics demand. 
Another recent argument in 
favour of topos is that they 
help to prepare parties for the 
excessive difficulties of big 
walls, thereby preventing 
incidents such as occurred on 
the recent second ascent of 
Mescalito Wall, when bolts 
were placed because the 
climbers were not prepared for 
the sky-hook moves. 
This current collection, how
ever, does not have such far
reaching aims. It is designed 
for use in conjunction with 
Roper's guide, to help the new 
arrival gain insight into the 
unfamiliar. Pete Livesey pro
vides some useful hints on 
Yosemite-living, covering the 
buying of food and booze, 
avoidance of bears, and 
·scarfing'. He also underlines 
the home-grown nature of this 
publication with a warning 
about grades in Yosemite: they 
"are impossible to compare 
with those in real life; 
Yosemite's fairy tale routes 
have problems that don't occur 
in other areas". 
With the increasing interchange 
of visitors that is now going 
on, perhaps American climbers 
will one day produce a guide 
to climbing in Britain. 
Differences of approach often 
open the eyes of entrenched 
opinion, although there is 
always the danger of treading 
on sacred toes. 
John Porter 

This publication is available 
from: Dave Nicol, Hawse End 
Centre, Portinscale, Keswick, 
Cumbria. 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) ( M ) (S) hire out Camping. Mou nta ineering and Sk1-1ng 
Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C. T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic, Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S) . 
N.S,W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd ., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C) 
N.S.W: Penshurst 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
3 Bridge Street, 2222. 
Tel. 579.5965 (C). 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S). 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick's Mountain Shop, 
531 Milton Road, 
Toowong. 
Tel. 07.702294 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., Ltd ., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354 (C) (M) (S). 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N .W., 41 
Tel. 403.283.5551 (C) (M) (S) . 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd ., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 2Z5. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Alpine Crafts Equipment, 
1286 Kingsway. 
Tel. 604.879.7431 (M). 
Ontario: Ottawa 
Blacks Outdoors Store, 
225 Strathcona Avenue, 
K1 S 1 X7 . Tel. 613.235.1461 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) . 
Tel. Aviemore 629 
Belfast: Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
Frank Davies (S) . 
7 Snowhill, Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180 
Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27/ 29 Martineau Square. (S). 
Tel. 021.236.9383 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S) . 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road (S) (M) . 
Tel. 0273.26874 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157 
Broughton-in- Furness, 
Cumbria 
Mountain Centre, Brade Street. 
Tel. 461 (open until 8pm.) 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre (C) . 
22 High Street, Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road , 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Carlisle 
English Mountain Equipment, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard 
Saltergate 
Tel. 0246.68203 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre . 
Tel. 01.688.2667 
Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington ) Ltd ., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390 

Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road . (S) . 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0302.67755 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 / 2 
Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso, 
13 Wellington Place, (M). 
Leith, 6. Tel. 031.554.0804 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 (C) (S). 
Fort William 
Nevi sport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 
Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road, 
Tel. 041 .332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M ). 
Tel. 041.332.4814 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street, (S) . 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549 

Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M) . 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road . 
Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop, (C). 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0532.23045 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road . (S) . 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Pindisports, 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1 
Tel. 01.242.3278 
London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01.992.6642 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd. , 
54 Seymour Street, W.1 . 
Tel. 01.723.5252 
London 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd ., 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01 .839.1722 (S). 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
309 Brompton Road, S.W.1. 
Tel. 01 .584.7766 (S) (M). 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd .) , 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 (C) (M) (S). 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. ( C) . 
Tel. 061 .748.6408 
Manchester, Eccles 
J . & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
112 Liverpool Road . 
Tel. 061.789.6044 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd ., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. (S) . 
Tel. 061 .834.7119 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports. 
98 Newport Road . 
Tel. 0642.48916 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles), 
177 Westgate Road. (S). 
Tel. 0632.23903 

► 
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Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0632.23561 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd ., 
12 Grey Street. 
Tel. 0632.24941 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road, (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 
Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0092.47110 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705.29410 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793 
Rochdale 
Jeff Connor Outdoor Centre, 
120/1 22 Drake Street. 
Tel 0706.342062 (C) (M). 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road . 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 021.556.0802 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 021 .553.1670 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
6 High Street. Tel. 09662.4876 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0902.27012 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567 
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EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut Ltd., 
28 Stephen Street Lower, 2. 
Tel. 0001.781 .358 .(C) (M) 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenord Road, 99503. 
Tel.907.272.1811 (C} (M} (S). 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 (C) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel.415.845.8600 (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Berkeley 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
2160 University Avenue, 94704. 
Tel.415.848.7866. {C) (M) (S) 
California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, (C) (M). 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. Tel. 408.374.7777 
California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A 16-2 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745 (C) (S) . 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201 . 
Tel. 213.247.3110 (C) (M) (S) . 
California : Glendora 
Pack and Piton, 
1000 E. Alosta Avenue, 91740. 
Tel. 213.335.0414 (C) (M) (S) . 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011. 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S). 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164 (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Lancaster 
Dan's Skiing & Mountaineering, 
844 W. Lancaster Blvd. 93534. 
Tel. 805.942.0804 
(C) (M) (S) . 
California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 714.934.2423 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917 (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds, 
443 12th Street, 92101. 
Tel. 714.232.2167 (C) (M) {S) . 

California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel, 805.541.1533 (C) (M) (S) 
California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083 (C) (M) (S) . 

California : San Francisco 
The Smilie Co. (C} (M} (S). 
575 Howard Street, 
94105. Tel. 415.421 .2459 
California : Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 91356. 
Tel. 213.881.5111 (C) (M) {S). 
California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd ., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408 (C) (M) (Sl. 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.3528 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
1750 30th Street, 80301 . 
Tel. 303.442.3551 (M) (S) . 
Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.4791 (C) (M) (S) . 
Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303.377.2783 
Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd ., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.3373 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Colorado Mountain Sports, 
237 W. Elkhorn Ave., 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.2829 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M). 
Colorado: Greeley 
Colorado Mountain Sports, 
Greeley Mall, 
U.S. 34 Bypass, 80631 . 
Tel. 303.356.7873 (C) (M) (S) . 
Colorado: Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd ., 
80227. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303.986.5541 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini - Mall, 83704 
Tel. 208.376.3731 (S) (C). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
41 0 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133 (C) (M) (S) . 

Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122, 83353. 
Tel. 208.726.3808 (S) . 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832 (C) (M) (S) . 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports / 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) . 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue; 55403. 
Tel. 612.336.3884 
Minnesota: Wayzata 
Le Ski Hut, 
339 Barry Avenue, 55391 . 
Tel. 612.473.1288 
N.H., North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 
N.H.: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street, 03262. 
Tel. 603.745.2767 (M) (S) . 
New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc., 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
Tel. 716.837.3355 (C) (M) (S). 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868 (C) (M) (S) . 
New York : New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, N.Y. 12561 . 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S). 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838 (C) (M) (S). 
Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701 . 
Tel. 717.326.6537 (C) (M) (S) . 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J. D. Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters 
Afton Ave. (in the Buttonwood 
Barn}, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 
Tennessee: Nashville 
Pack Rat, 
4004 Hillsboro Road, 37215. 
Tel. 615.297.0569 
Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577 
Utah : Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101 (C) (M) (S) 
Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) . 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 98105. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) . 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220 
Tel. 509.328.5020 (C) (M) (S) . 
Wisconsin : Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 508.251 .9059 (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 



The 11th essential 
for safe outdooring ... 
MOUNTAINEERING FIRST AID: A guide to accident 
response and first aid care; dealing with and preventing 
remote-area accidents; providing immediate, temporary 
care for common injuries, emergencies; rescue prepara
tions. 96 pp, paperbound. $1 .95 (plus 18<1: shipping ). 

MEDICINE FOR MOUNTAINEERING. Handbook for 
treating illnesses, accidents in remote areas where a 
doctor is many days away. Compiled by climber
physicians experienced in expeditionary medical 
problems. 350 pp, hardbound. $7 .50 (plus 26<1: shipping). 

Wash . residents add 5. 3% tax 

THE MOUNTAINEERS 
719 Pike St ., Seattle WA 98101 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
MIDDLETON ST. GEORGE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

OFFERS 
e A course combining field work in archeology, biology and 

geography with the acquisition of specific skills in physical 
education to equip teachers for Middle and Senior Schools 
and Outdoor Pursuits Centres. 

e This is a three year course leading to a Certificate in 
Education. ( Possibly two years in special cases.) 

e It will be possible to proceed to a B.Ed. course, with a P.E. 
first option, after satisfactory progress in the first two years 
of the course. 

e The College has close links with Lake District Outdoor 
Activity Centres, Teesdale and the North Sea Coast. 

For further information about the course and entry qualifications please write to:
The Admissions Assistant, 
Middleton St. George College of Education, 
Near Darlington, Co. Durham. Tel:- Dinsdale 2661 

Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347 (S). 
Wyoming: Casper 
Cross Country Mountaineering, 
128 W. Second, 82601. 
Tel. 307.237.2071 (C) (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C). 

Wilderness 
Experience 

mountain packs 

\ 

The Finest. 

Wilderness Experience 
9421 Winnetka Avenue 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 U.S.A. 
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Charges to pay 

Tariff l 

V.A.T. l 

~ POST~ OFFICE 

TELEGRAM 

No. _____ _ 

OFFICE STAMP 

Total l Prefix. Time handed in. Office of origin and Service Instructions. Words. 

RECEIVED 
TS 15/ 106 LN 

From ______ _ 

By __ D'IZEAUX 27 25 1035 

W082 01058 GRENOBLE TELEPHONE 
At ______ m 

To _____ _ 

By _____ _ 

ALPINE SPORTS LTD 309 BROMPTON ROAD LONDON SW 3 01 584 7766 

.. 
M ,. 
~ 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

YOUR ORDER FOR RD SUPER GUIDE BOOTS ANDPA VARAPPE ROCK BOOTS DISPATCHED 

WILL ARRIVE JANUARY 1975 ALL SIZES INCLUDED 

RICHARD PONTVERT GALIBIER 

For free repetition of doubtful words telephone "TELEGRAMS ENQUIRY" or call, with this form 
at office of delivery. Other enquiries should be accompanied by this form, and. if possible, the envelope. 

B or C 

Force Ten Mk 3 F.W. in the plain below the 
Sycle Moon Range, Kashmir, India. UADliD 
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FORCE reru ·-· 
the everywhere tent 

The Vango Force Ten is one of the most 
successful ranges of ridge tents ever sold . 
It's easy to see why. Expedition tested in 
the most extreme conditions - from polar 
ice cap to blistering desert, from Everest 
to Annapurna - Force Tens have proved 
winners. Expedition bound or simply holi
day bound , the ·go everywhere ' Force Ten 
won 't let you down. 
They come in three different weights and 
a variety of sizes - one is just right for 
you . Write for a colour catalogue now. 

VANGO(SCOTLAND)LTD 
47 COLVEND ST .. GLASGOW.TEL : 041 -556 7621 



bcfo,c 
lackllng 
,ock •• ,.. 

Mountain 
Centre Ltd 

• 34 DEAN STREET Telephone 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 23561 

Suppliers of the great 
world-wide expeditions 

SACS 
Sacs Millet B.P. No. 109, 74003 Annecy. MILLET 

Great Value! 
The "Garbuio" Boot, a one-piece upper, 
Vibram soled boot made by Dolomite of Italy. 
Welted and Injection moulded sole. Repair
able. Price: £16.00 ... They're great, send for 
a pair . . . or call in at our shop and put your 
foot in it! ... . they're ideal for Backpacking 
and Walking. Send 35p for our catalogue 
which includes a 25p Buying Voucher (25p 
will be deducted from any purchase you make 

on surrender of the Voucher). 

BRYAN STOKES 
9 Charles Street, Sheffield 

Tel. 0742.27525 
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vuhatS 
different about 
ELLIS BRIGHAM? 

It's our great range 
of rock and ice climbing 
gear and mountaineering 
equipment etc. We're 
small enough to give a 

personal service 
BIG ENOUGH to buy at 

=)!::::. the right prices 
\if which means 

f/ii:/!:t:r:•:••:••••· •/ V:e sell ~t .• di!!i;/il 
::===============::=:==·=··· the right prices .·============={==== 

a good outdoor gear 
shop is, until you've 

•.·.·.·.·.·.·.·=·=·=·=············=·· Br1 gh ams. .·.·=·=·=·=·=··············=·=•: 
:-:•=·=•:•=············=·=·=•:•=······· · 8''-'••••l!!m · ··=·=············=·=·=·=·=·=·=····· 

: :;:;:;;;;;:;:;;;;:;:;!;:;:;:;:;:;:;;;;;;:;)·.;:;:;:::::;;;;;;:;);!•.;:; . 

52 

Get our 
free1975 
outdoor 
catalog 
endorsed 
bythe 
experts.~~ 
The 1975 American K-2 Expedition headed by Jim Whittaker 
will be outfitted with gear right out of our new free catalog . 
It's filled with over 1,600 items, quality tested under the 
toughest conditions . And available at co-op prices . 

A one-time $2.00 membership will bring you all our upcoming 
catalogs and an annual dividend on money you spend at 
Recreational Equipment. 

Shop REI in Seattle and Berkeley. 

" The Original Outdoor Co-op-Est. 1938" 
P.O. Box 22090, Seattle, WA 98122 M-5-C 

D Please send me your free color catalog only. 
D I want to be a member, enclosed is $2 .00. 
NAME _____________ _ 

ADDRESS ____________ _ 

CITY _ ___ _ ________ _ 

STATE ____ _ __ ZJP _____ _ 

PRODUCTS 

CAGJACS, CAGOULES, OVERTROUSERS 
Free Brochure on request. 

G & H Products, Blackburn Road, 
Birstall, Batley, Yorkshire 

.,:_;...- ,---- HALL ,,.A-,5~37,~-- ~__,l t OWN We stock: Karrimor, Troll, Vango, 
La Dolomite, Joe Brown, Stubai, 

and many other leading makes. 

• Visit our new climbers' 

~ 
'; store in Macclesfield on 
~ your way to the Peak 

..----, at Camping and Caravan 
523 Distributors Ltd. Brookside Mill, 

:J Elizabeth Street, Macclesfield. 

THE PENNINE CENTRE 
open 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. for seven days a week. Special discounts for Clubs. 



SPRINGTIME 111 

WHEN A YOUNG MANS' FANCY 
TURNS TO THOUGHTS OF ROCK ANO ROPE 

We can supply the rope ( and all your other gear) 

You find the rock I 

THE CUMBERS SHOP THE MOUNTAIN SHOP CENTRES PORT 
Compston Comer Snowhill Oueensway Woodhouse Lane 

AMBLESIDE BIRMINGHAM LEEDS 
096 63 2297 021 236 6816 0532 31024 

Three Super Lightweights 
for heavy weather 

These Ultimate Garments are the 
very best in medium weight water
proof clothing - hard wearing and 
easy to pack, yet light enough for 
the weight conscious back packer. 

The Super Jacket and Super 
Cagoule are superbly cut from 4 oz 
neoprene coated nylon; Doi man style 
with no shoulder seams, they're 
finished with large ring pul I pocket 
zips and velcro adjustable cuffs. 

~ P'""'i" ~ ~., 

' 

Super overtrousers complete the 
weather seal with 18" zips to al lows 
easy access over boots. 

Ask for details at your nearest 
Ultimate Dealer or write to 
Ultimate Equipment Limited 
Dept. M3. The Butts, 
Warkworth Morpeth ~ 
Northumberland I I 
NE65 OSP , • .._ 

eqwpment 
Adventure with Ultimate confidence 

.,:: 
·:-.}.• 
-:. 
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'The 107 goes to Zaire 

Services include: 

BMC 
Associate 
Membership 

• Access to many club huts 
• Eligibility for BMC Alpine, Public Liability 

and Personal Accident Insurance 
• Up to date technical and official information 
• Subscription to Mountain Life 
All this for £3.50 

No, it's not the latest bus route . We're just informing you that our 
famous Sella 107 boot has successfully completed a lengthy spell of 
service in the recent Zaire River Expedition . The team sent this report: 

"Capt. Tom Mabe (left) of the U.S. army wore boots 
provided by Berghaus throughout the expedition . 
They were soaked in the Zaire River and scorched by 
the sun but were still as good as new at the end. In 
these climes, shoes can be worn through in 8 weeks 
but the boots have stood up remarkably well. Every -
one who has had them is full of praise for these items.' 

The Scarpa Bronzo too, has been performing with dis
tinction of late. John N. Merrill, on his recent 420 mile 
East of England Heritage Walk, commented: 

"On this walk I used the same Bronzo boots as on the 
Irish Walk and apart from having them resoled, the 
boots have withstood the rough punishment of the 
walk. As an item of interest, the boots have, in the 
space of a year, walked over 3000 miles and should 
last the Summer expeditions I have planned." 

Don 't take our word for it . Ask to see them at your 
local outdoor shop, along with our other quality 
range. 

BeR6H11llS 
34 Dean Street 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE1 1PG Tel. 23561 

CLIFF GUMBS 
Most days. Why not join him! 

Year round courses for beginners 
to advanced climbers. Courses 
include instruction, equipment 

and accommodation. 

Contact: CLIFF PHILLIPS, 
7, Fron Gach, Llanberis, 
Gwynedd, North Wales. 

To: British Mountaineering Council, Crawford 
House, Booth Street East, Manchester 13 AlPINE CRAFTS 

EQUIPMENT lid. 
Please enrol me as an Associate Member. 

Name : .. 

Address: ......... .. 

Signed .......... .. ............................................................................................................................... Date: 

Western Canada's speciality store 
for climbers and cross-country 
skiers . Complete selection of 
climbing gear at reasonable 
prices. 

Mail Order Catalogue Available 
write: 
1286 Kingsway, Vancouver, 
VSV 3EI, B.C., Canada 



you can sleep vvarm 

Climb wit}i '¥HA 
Whatever clothing or equipment you need 
for your next climbing holiday. the chances 

are we have it. Top quality and economy 
lines. All at fair prices-and backed by 
as much free help and advice as you want 
Call in or telephone for the full facts . 
or a copy of our climbing catalogue . 

cyHA eve(tones climbing ceritre 
London : 29 John Adam Street. WC2 Telephone 01 -839 1722 

Birmingham : 35 Cannon Street, B2 Telephone 021 -643 5180 
Manchester : 36/38 Fountain Street. M2 Telephone 061 -834 7119 

~ YHA Services Ltd 

ina lightvveight bag-or choose sheer luxury 
TH E POINTFIVE LIGHTWEIGHTS ARE DESIGNED 
SPECIALLY FOR PEOPLE WHO WATCH WEIGHT DOWN 
TO THE LAST OUNCE, YET WITHOUT SACRIFICING 
EFFICIENCY OR QUALITY. 

THE ORION combines a weight of less than 2 lb 
(only 31 ozs) with a degree of warmth to be expected 
from a bag twice the weight. Achieved by using a very high 
quality filling with a design which results in a completely 
even spread of down - the secret of good insulation . 

TH E HELIOS is a development of the Orion but designed 
for all year use. Longer, with a larger hood and higher 
filling density. At 3 lb weight it is still exceptionally light 
and compact. 

Our original LIGHTWEIGHT is still light enough and 
warm enough for most practical purposes and at a very 
reasonable price. Weight 2 lb 5 ozs. 

SEE THE POINTFIVE CATALOGUE FOR FULL DETAILS. 
ALL WEIGHTS APPROXIMATE 

polntfl 
Available from all outdoor equipment suppliers or write for 
catalogue to: 
BANTON & CO. LTD., (Dept M), Meadow Lane, Nottingham. 

THE DOWN FILLED BAGS LISTED BELOW HAVE PROVED 
THEMSELVES IN EXTREME CONDITIONS ON THE WORLD'S 
GREATEST MOUNTAINS, FROM BEN NEVIS TO EVEREST. 

THE MOUNTAI N (illustrated) A poplular choice. 32 ozs of New 
Duck Down filling, with a boxed foot and generous hood. Chevron 
stitching to hold the down well in position. Weight 3 lb 10 ozs. 

T H E S IERRA uses the American approach to temperature control -
a full length zip. A big barrel shaped bag with boxed foot and draw 
up hood. Two bags can be zipped together. 3 lb 9 ozs. 

THE EXPEDITION Our top sleeping bag for winter or expedition 
use. Warm and light. Double construction, mummy shape. Weight 
4 lb 2 ozs or 4 lb 6 ozs depending on quantity of filling required. 

THE NORTHERN LIGHTS a boon for those who need a bag for 
a wide variety of conditions, consisting of an inner and outer bag 
which can be used together for extreme conditions or as two separate 
summer bags. 4 lb 3ozs . 
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Other knockout sacs include: 

internal 
inverted A 

frame preshaped 
to conform the sac 

shape to the wearer's 
back and to transfer 

a desired amount 
of weight to the 

pelvis 

padded 
harness with 

top tensioning straps 
enabling the top of 

the sac (therefore the 
weight) to be drawn 

over the 
shoulders. 

TITAN. Exceptionally durable large capacity sac in 15 oz. 
Cotton Duck . Main features include: 

1. Elasticated nylon lid with outside zipped pocket. 
2. Nylon covered hem with drawcord. 
3 . Padded canvas back with internal pocket. 
4. Padded foam shoulder straps. 
5. Hip fins to aid weight distribution . 
6 . Crampon patch with cord. 
7. 4 leather patches for accessory carriage . 
8. Grey leather protected bottom. 
9. Hauling loop and ice axe loop. 

10. Grivel buckle ice axe strap. 

VERTEX. In 7oz. nylon, similar to Titan, additional 
features being : 

1. Vertical internal divider zipped for detachment . 
2 . Sac shape 'held' by divider, distributing weight 

to shoulder straps close to the body . 
3. Bottom zipped compartment with kick-through shelf 

and velcro fastening at back for bivvying etc. 
4. Canvas back with horizontal zipped pocket. 

B8R6HJIUS 
34 Dean Street o Newcastle upon Tyne 
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