




Grandes Jorasses - Winte{, 
or it could be Scotland. 
Wherever you are planning 
for your next big climb, 
you've got to get the 
equipment side sorted out. 

THE MOUNTAIN SHOP 
Snowhi/1 Oueensway, 
Birmingham. Tel. 021-236 6816 

f THE CLIMBERS' SHOP 
Compston Corner, 
Ambleside. el. 09663 2297 

CENTRES RT 
40 Woodh 
Leeds. Tel. 
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Wilderness 
Experience 

mountain packs 

\ 

The Fi nest. 

Wilderness Expe_rience 
9421 Winnetka A venue 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 U.S.A. 

Bes11en1 
~n1he world. 

NIPOTENT 
At 5¼ pounds 
the Omnipotent is an 
unbeatable marriage of 
strength and light weight. 
Outstanding performance 
in wind, snow and rain, yet 
equally suitable for summer 
use. 
Designed for two adults, 
the Omnipotent will 
accomodate three climbers 
in bivouac conditions. 

For more information, wr ite: 

EARLY WINTERS, LTD. 
300-R Queen Anne Ave. N. 
Seatt le, Washington 98 109. 
U.S.A. 

conwntional triangular tent. 

snow load results 
in a las of 
interior 
space. 

Omnipotent. 
Arch supports heavy snow 
load with no loss of space. 

~~=""--"·'.c...' _-_ -_, lfil',N La Dolomite, Joe Brown, Stubai, 
j t We stock: Karrimor, Troll, Vango, 

- and many other leading makes. 

Visit our new climbers' 
(/) store in Macclesfield on 
~ your way to the Peak 

at Camping and Caravan 
523 Distributors Ltd. Brookside Mill, 

Elizabeth Street, Macclesfield. 

THE PENNINE CENTRE 
, .m. _ 6 p.m. for seven days a week. Special discounts for Clubs. 
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HIGH ABOVE ARCTIC CANADA 
IN AN UNHEATED LANCASTER 
Earlier this year a historic Lancaster Mk.10 was flown from Edmonton to 
Glasgow, en route to the Strathallan Collection, which maintains military 
aircraft in flying condition. 
As a fuel economy measure, the cabin heating system (never renowned for 
its efficiency) was not used, the crew of six relying for warmth entirely 
on their Pointfive Freney Duvets, which were "worn continuously both 

i~g~~6~~i~~~~:~~;p:.when rePOintf iv• 
(Water resistant). 
Full catalogue available at retail BANTON & CO, LTD., MEADOW LANE, 
stockists. NOTTINGHAM NG2 3HP. 

Galibier Boots OCTOBER 1975 PRICES 
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N.B. An increase of 20% is due Jan. '76. 

TOP MODELS FROM THE WORLD'S BEST RANGE 

GUIDE (R.D.'s) 

.00 

YOSEMITE 

£24.50 

TERRAY FITZROY 

£29.95 

P.A. ROCK BOOT 

£9.95 E. B.'s 
The world's most popular 

rock boot needs no 
introduction - still only 

£9.95 



Suppliers of the great 
world-wide expeditions 

SACS 
Sacs Millet B.P. No. 109, 74003 Annecy. MILLET 

Announcing ... 

a limited-edition reprint 
of a rare classic of 
mountaineering 
literature 

Don Munday's classic story of 
the challenge of " Mystery 
Mountain " ... his pioneering 
explorations of Mt. Waddington 
and the B. C. Coast Range, 
beginning in 1926. Long out of 
print, now available in this 
exact reproduction of the 
original. 265 pages; 32 pages 
of photos from original 
negatives. $6.95 (Postpaid. 
Wash. res. add 5.3% tax) 

By DonMlrday 

A-s,,Wbf'1M~ 

Available at book and outdoor stores or by mail 

lhe MOUNTAINEERS 
719 Pike St., Seattle, WA 98101 

uuhatS 
different about 
ELLIS BRIGHAM? 

It's our great range 
of rock and ice climbing 
gear and mountaineering 
equipment etc. We're 
small enough to give a 

personal service 
BIG ENOUGH to buy at 

the right prices 
\} which means 

•~-~~...-~--/== we sell at 

;; : ' ' ,,, · · the r i gh t p r i ces .,,.;t,;;;';;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
=:=::"=·=·· Browse round .·=·==·······:··=:=:=:=:=:=:=·····:·=: 

':f: i~n;n~~/~ ~rom-~:::::::::::;''.:::~''.;;;'.:'.::::;;:; 
.·.·.·.·.·. f1 ve sh ops .·.···········=·=·=·=·=·=·=··········=·=·=·=·=·=·=·=·=··········=·=·=·· 

:;;;;;;;;;~ii: ;,:,;,,: )(, -❖ v 
O 

:,:,:::''':''':'".'.::::~:~;;;;I;;; 
=·==:========:::=:::::=.:=" never know what ··================: 

5 



6 

Picture: Eye of Faith on Gardoms Edge, near Sheffield 
Ph oto: Bob Keates 

If you have an eye for a bargain 
and faith in our gear - you too can 

go right up the wall with ease. 
Remember - Tanky's for all your climbing 

equipment, clothing and boots. 

Send 35p for our catalogue which 
includes a 25p Buying Voucher - the 25p 

will be deducted from any purchase 
you make on surrender of the Voucher. 

Bryan G. Stokes 
9 Charles Street, Sheffield, Yorks. Tel. 0742 27525 

;#hi 

,, Join Do 
,,,r at the I onal School 

of M~taineering in 
}E}~iri( Switzerland 

ON TOP WITH GEAR FOR 
CLIMBERS DOWN UNDER 

Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
69 Liverpool St., Sydney, Australia. 

COME CAMPING, CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURY. Tel. 021-556 0802 

½ mile from M1, M5 & M6. Ample free parking, list of routes and 
street map free (We also have an indoor Ski School - 64ft. slope). 

RICK'S MOUNTAIN SHOP 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

Retail ,Outlet for the Odin Equipment Company. 
Specializing in Mail Order Service throughout 
Australia and New Zealand. 
Sole distributor of Chouinard Equipment. 
Stockist of Chouinard, Edelrid, Forrest, Troll , 
Leeper, lnteralp, Jumar, Mammut, Galibier, Seab, 
Point Five and other leading brands. 
Owned and managed by experienced climbers. 
Shop: 531 Milton Road, Toowong, Brisbane 
Mail order: P.O. Box 12, Toowong 4066, Queensland, 
Australia. Tel. 70.2294 or 933.771 

The fineSt In U.S. and European equipment 
from Poul Ross, BIIIAughton and frank Simon 

U.S. Distributors of the J.B.Hard Hat, 
Clog,Karrlmor, Troll~ Mt.Equipment 

Box494, Main St., North Conway, 
New Hampshire, U.SA tel. 603.356.5287 
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sole suppliers of sle;, ifig . 
down gear to the 1 ~Ev 
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The abseil on 
Dream of 
White Horses 

bcfo,c 
tackling 
,ock •• 

Mountain 
Centre Ltd 

• 34 DEAN STREET Telephone 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 23561 

~--· 
for tough 
outdoor 

Australia 
" There is no f iner gear -

rucksacs, sleeping bags 
& tents - in the worl d 

t han Paddymade". 
And we shou ld 

know for the 
Australian bush 

is tough on 
equipment. 

We've been mak ing, test ing and 
improving for over 40 years. Paddy-

made has over 50 bags, tents and 
rucksacs in constant use in the dry

out heat of the desert to t he freez ing 
alpine temperatures and t he abrasive 

granite and basalt outcrops of ou r 
bush land "f ield laboratory". Even 
t he fabrics are spec iall y woven to 

Paddymade spec ifications. Paddy-
made is t he best , m0st re liab le, 

most practica l gear for Australian can ons. Proven ~ t hait~~~ 

t'~4fc,.Q~ 
Australia's specialist store 

in rucksac sports. 

46 Northbourne Ave., 69 Liverpool St. Sydney, 
Canberra. 2600 Phone : 47 8949 N.S.W. 2000 Phone : 26 2685, 
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karrimor the world's 
most experienced equipment 

Sole suppliers to the Everest 
Expedition of Pack frames, 
Sacs, Gaiters, Overboots and 
Box Tents. 

Photo: Dougal Haston, karrimor 
Alpine Technical Adviser, start
ing traverse of ice field on final 
assault on Everest. 

' rJrf-\1 
karrimor International ltd. "r,. 
(CR11) Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes., England. 
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GREATER HIMALAYA · 

Makalu's South Face climbed 
by Yugoslavs; seven up in four groups 
NEPAL 

Makalu (27,790ft.) 
A twenty-one-man Yugoslav 
expedition, led by Ales Kunaver, 
has succeeded in climbing the 
huge South Face of this 
mountain. Seven men reached 
the summit in four groups. Stane 
Belak and Marjan Manfreda 
reached the top on October 6. 
Two days later Janke Azman and 
Nejc Zaplotpik reached the top. 
On the 10th Viki Groselj and 
Ive Kotnik reached the top and 
finally on October 11 Janez 
Loncar made a successful solo 
ascent. Most of the climbers 
reached the summit without 
using oxygen. 
Thus another of the great 
Himalayan faces has been 
climbed. It had defeated three 
previous attempts. The 
Yugoslavs got very high in 1972. 
A year later a strong Austrian 
group, led by Wolfgang Nairz 
and including Reinhold Messner, 
was forced back by bad weather 
at a lower point than that reached 
by the Yugoslavs. In 1974 an 
International Expedition, led by 
by Fritz Stammberger, was 
unable to muster enough power 
and cohesion to take advantage 
of fairly good conditions on the 
face. Now the Yugoslavs have 
succeeded and in fine style. 
Their achievement must take 
its place alongside the Hidden 
Peak and Everest climbs as one 
of the highlights of an 
outstanding season. 
Everest (29,028ft.) 
A nineteen-man British expedi
tion, led by Chris Bonington, 
succeeded in making the first 
ascent of the South-West Face 
on September 24 (see prelimi
nary report in Mountain 45). The 
party consisted of Bonington, 
Hamish Mcinnes, Dougal 
Haston, Doug Scott, Nick 
Estcourt, Mick Burke, Martin 
Boysen, Paul Braithwaite, Allen 
Fyffe, Pete Boardman, Mike 
Thompson and Ronnie Richards, 
with Charles Clarke and Jim Duff 
(doctors), and Dave Clarke, 
Mike Rhodes, Adrian Gordon, 
Mike Cheney and Bob Stoodley. 
The six first-named climbers had 
had previous experience of the 
face. In addition, the party was 
accompanied by a four-man 
BBC television crew, and Burke 
doubled his role of lead climber 
with that of a high-altitude film 
camera-man attached to the BBC 
unit. The expedition also had the 
assistance of sixty Sherpa 
porters, led by Pertemba and 
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Ang Phu. 
Base Camp was established on 
August 21, and thereafter the 
route was set up very rapidly as 
the monsoon period came to an 
end. Camp 2, below the face, 
was occupied only a week later; 
Camp 3 was used solely as an 
equipment dump, and Camp 4 
was re-sited in a less exposed 
position, lower down and to the 
right of the Central Couloir, thus 
enabling it to be reached 
comfortably in a day from Camp 
2. Camp 5 was established on 
September 17, at 25,500ft. This 
was also re-positioned, again 
lower down, although still to the 
right of the Central Couloir. The 
party had hoped to find a site on 
the left of the couloir, but the 
reorganization of the lower 
camps, and the lack of a suitably 
sheltered site on the left, made 
the chosen position preferable. 
From this point, the route broke 
away from the old line that had 
been followed by nearly all the 
previous expeditions. Braithwaite 
and Estcourt had the task of 
climbing the left-hand gully of 
the Rock Band. It had been 
feared that this gully might hold 
insuperable, or at least time
consuming, obstacles. In the 
event, the pair found it quite 
straightforward and they 
managed to climb it in just one 
day from Camp 5. There were 
three difficult sections: a small 
rock pitch with a pendulum at 
the start, and two tricky mixed 
pitches near the top, leading on 
to a ramp that led out of the gully 
to gain the snow slopes above 
the Rock Band. Two days later, 
on September 22, Haston and 
Scott moved up and established 
Camp 6 at 27,200ft., above the 
Rock Band. 
After spending one day fixing 
ropes across the snow slope 
above the Rock Band. Haston 
and Scott made their summit bid 
on the 24th. They proceeded 
rapidly across the ropes and 
entered the couloir leading to 
the South Summit. Here, Haston 
had trouble with his oxygen set, 
with ice blocking the tube, and a 
valuable hour was spent clearing 
it. The couloir contained one 
60ft. rock step, covered with a 
thin layer of powder snow. Scott 
led the rock, which was inclined 
at 60°-70°, in his thin under
gloves, using three pitons. 
Thereafter, the main difficulty 
consisted of steep and deep, 
unconsolidated powder-snow, 
which proved very time
consuming to climb. The pair 

reached the South Summit at 
4.0 p.m., and stopped to rest 
and eat. They intended to 
descend from this point, as the 
summit ridge looked long and 
arduous, on account of the snow 
conditions. However, a couple of 
tentative pitches revealed that 
the problems were not as bad as 
they looked. In the knowledge 
that they could return to a 
sheltered bivouac in the lee of 
the South Summit (on the 
Kangshung side), the pair 
therefore pressed on to the top, 
reaching it at 6.0 p.m. 
On the summit, they found the 
metal surveying pole left by the 
Chinese party that climbed the 
North Ridge in May. At dusk, the 
pair returned to the South 
Summit, where they dug a 
snow-hole and spent a sleepless 
night, without oxygen, 
anxiously rubbing their hands 
and feet to prevent frostbite. 
The following morning they 
descended rapidly to Camp 6 
and, after a brief rest, carried on 

Above: The South-West Face 
of Everest, showing the 1975 
route. Old camps are marked 
with black circles and the solid 
line indicates the extent of the 
fixed ropes. B is the site of the 
high bivouac and t is the point 
where Burke was last seen. 
Photo: K. Yamada 

down the fixed ropes to Camp 2. 
A second summit bid was 
mounted on September 26, by 
Mick Burke and Martin Boysen, 
and Pete Boardman and 
Pertemba. Boardman and 
Pertemba had been climbing 
very well and, with a number of 
the other climbers resting or 
fatigued, they had moved into 
this lead position. 
The four set out at 4.30 a.m. An 
hour later, Boysen, who had 
been having problems with his 
oxygen, lost a crampon and was 
forced to return to Camp 6. 
Meanwhile, Boardman and 
Pertemba had drawn ahead, 
moving rapidly up the trail left 



by Scott and Haston, aided by 
fixed ropes left on the rock pitch 
in the couloir and on the Hillary 
Step on the summit ridge. They 
reached the summit at 1.30 p.m. 
Visibility was poor, with a weak 
sun shining through thin mist. 
Fifteen minutes after they had 
begun their descent, which was 
all on easy ground, they met 
Burke, who, unkown to them, 
had soloed up the route behind 
them. He filmed their approach 
and tried to persuade them to 
return to the summit to be filmed 
there. But Boardman was 
anxious to get Pertemba down 
the summit ridge (they had 
begun moving one at a time, 
belaying each other), so he 
proposed instead to wait for 
Burke at the South Summit, 
while the latter continued to the 
top. Shortly after this a blizzard 
developed. Boardman and 
Pertemba had difficulty in 
descending safely, as the trail 
was being blown over with 
spindrift, and their eyelashes 
were freezing up. Nevertheless, 
they reached the South Summit, 
and settled down to wait for 
Burke. They waited for over an 
hour, in steadily worsening 
conditions, until they were 
forced to conclude that Burke 
had met with an accident. It is 
probable that the blizzard caught 
him at a difficult point on his 
descent from the summit, and 
that he either slipped or walked 
over a cornice. 
Boardman and Pertemba came 
close to disaster themselves: 
they continued their descent in 
very trying conditions, having to 
contend with powder-snow 
slides, wind and a white-out. 
They were extremely lucky to 
find the end of the fixed ropes in 
the gathering gloom (justifying 
the time spent in placing them) 
and, with their aid, eventually 
managed to rejoin Boysen in 
Camp 6, two hours after dark. 
Thereafter, the trio spent two 
days in Camp 6, stormbound and 
unable to move. On September 
28, Bonington decided to call off 
further attempts on the summit, 
and the expedition made a 
careful retreat from the mountain. 
So, after six previous attempts, 
this prestigious route has at last 
been climbed. It seems ironic 
that a chance decision by earlier 
teams not to attempt the left
hand gully should have led to 
the expenditure of so much 
fruitless energy on the right-hand 
side of the Rock Band; one is 
tempted to speculate that the 
problem might have been solved 
years earlier if the left-hand 
route had been tried. On the 
other hand, it must be admitted 
that the current expedition was 
shrewdly planned on the basis 
of lessons previously learnt. 
Furthermore, the mountain was 
attacked early and with great 
urgency. The expedition was 
also greatly assisted by having a 
keen and efficient cadre of 
Sherpas, chosen and organized 

by Mike Cheney of Mountain 
Travel, a company that employs 
many Sherpas for trekking 
purposes. Improved equipment, 
together with the experience and 
resolve of the core of the 
climbing party, were also key 
factors leading to success. In the 
absence of any of these factors, 
valuable days might have been 
lost, and the summit bid 
hampered by storms and 
avalanches. The team therefore 
gave themselves every chance of 
success, and luck (in the form of 
good weather and a surprising 
lack of expected technical 
difficulties) added the final 
element. 
Mention should also be made of 
the expedition's sponsors. 
Barclays Bank has come under 
some criticism for involving 
itself with this project, but its 
financial underwriting of the 
expedition can now be seen to 
have been both worthwhile and 
creditable. Bonington and his 
colleagues were thereby relieved 
of all the niggling financial 
anxieties at an early stage, and 
were thus able to concentrate 
solely on technical planning. It 
may be that Barclays, who 
control all the expedition's 
income, will feel moved to put a 
large slice of this back into 
climbing, to aid future 
expeditions. Moreover, the 
public interest and the kudos 
generated for mountaineering by 
this success can be exploited by 
climbers in a variety of areas to 
ease the myriad pressures they 
are currently experiencing -
particularly with regard to 
problems of access and 
regulation. 
Many climbers will be relieved 
that the saga on the South- West 
Face has now come to an end. 
The climbs on Hidden Peak 
and Dunagiri point to fresher 
trends in Himalayan climbing, 
but there are still some tanta
lizing problems remaining for 
big expeditions. The great faces 
and ridges of K2, Lhotse, 
Masherbrum, Dhaulagiri and 
Kanchenjunga, will ensure the 
future of the heavyweight 
expedition for some time to 
come. 

Mera (21,120ft.) 
This interesting peak in the 
southern part of the Khumbu 
Himal was first climbed in 1953 
by James Roberts and party. It 
was recently (October, 1973) 
climbed for a second time by a 
French expedition, consisting 
of Marcel Jolly, G. Bang, L. 
Honnilh and L. Limarques, who 
made the ascent via an easy 
angled iceJoute up the North 
Face. The South Face is said to 
offer some beautiful rock walls. 
Dhaulagiri 5 (24,885ft.) 
A fifteen-man Japanese team, 
led by Eiichi Umeki, made the 
first ascent of the mountain via 
the South Ridge. The summit 
was reached on May 1, by 
Masaaki Morioka and Pemba 
Tsering. 
Churen Himal (24,158ft.) 
A Japanese group of ten, led 
by Shin'ichi Nakajima, made a 
new route up the West Ridge. 
Yoshinori Hasegawa and 
Teruyuki Kono reached the 
summit on May 13. 
Manaslu (26,158ft.) 
A twelve-man Spanish 
expedition, led by Jaime Garcia 
Orts, climbed the East Ridge in 
April. The summit was reached 
on April 26, by Jerimo 
Martimez, Gerardo Blazquez 
Garcia and Sherpa Sonam. A 
frozen corpse found on the 
plateau below the summit was 
believed to be that of Franz 
Jager, who disappeared during 
the 1972 Austrian expedition. 
Correspondent: Mike Cheney 

KARAKORAM 

Chogolisa (25,148ft.) 
An Austrian expedition, led by 
Eduard Koblmuller, made the 
first ascent of the difficult South 
Face of this peak. The summit 
was reached on August 2, by 
G. Ammer.er and A. Press!, and 
two days later by A. Furtner and 
H. Sturm. 
Gasherbrum 2 (26,360ft.) 
Further to our report in Mountain 
45, we now have more details of 
the combined Polish Ladies· and 
Men's expeditions on Gasher
brum 2. A total of eight climbers 
reached the summit in three 
groups. On August 1, Leszek 
Cicky, Janusz Onyszkiewicz and 

Tasker and Renshaw 
climb South Face of 
Dunagiri in six days. 
GHARWAL 

Dunagiri (23,184ft.) 
A two-man British team con
sisting of Joe Tasker and Dick 
Renshaw, made the first ascent 
of the 5,000ft. South Face 
on October 8. They approached 
the face by a difficult ridge 
leading up from the Ramani 
Glacier, and climbed the face 
itself by a route that was des-

cribed as "comparable to the 
North Face of Les Droites". 
The climb took six days, and a 
further five days were taken to 
descend via the route of ascent. 
During the descent Renshaw 
suffered from exposure and 
frostbite and the climbers found 
themselves fully extended in 
quitting the mountain safely. 

Krzysztof Zdzitowiecki reached 
the summit by a new route up 
the West Ridge; on August 8, 
Maree Janas, Andrzej Lapinski 
and Wladyslaw Lesnek Wozniak 
reached the summit by the 
Austrian Route, up the south
east side of the summit pyramid; 
and finally, on August 12, Halina 
Kruger Syrokomska and Anna 
Okopinska made a further 
ascent of the mountain. This is 
believed to be the first time that 
an all-woman rope has made a 
summit climb on an 8,000m. 
peak. A number of women have 
climbed higher, but they were 
accompanied by men. 

Gasherbrum 1 (26,470ft.) 
The photograph (above) shows 
the line of the new Messner/ 
Habeler Route on the North
West Face (fully reported in 
Mountain 45). 
Broad Peak (26,400ft.) 
We now have more details of the 
tragedy that overtook the five 
Polish climbers who made the 
first ascent of the North Peak in 
August. Kazimierz Glazek, Marek 
Kesicki, Andrzej Sikorski, Kulis 
and Nowaczyk arrived at the 
col between the two summits 
and proceeded up the South Rib 
of the North Summit, which they 
reached at dusk. Instead of 
retracing their steps down the 
fairly difficult ridge. they decided 
to descend via a snow terrace 
which they had spotted on the 
west side. and which led easily 
back to the col. They therefore 
abseiled from the summit to 
reach the end of this terrace. 
The first four climbers got down 

Above: Dunagiri's South Face. 
The new route follows the 
sunlit spur. Photo: Bonington 
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safely, but by this time it was 
dark. The last man, Nowaczyk, 
was never seen again ; it is 
believed that an anchor failed 
while he was abseiling, and that 
he fell, taking all the ropes with 
him. The other four regained the 
col safely, and made a bivouac. 
The following morning, they 
were unable to find their one 
remaining rope and were forced 
to descend the steep snow and 
ice slopes with only a few slings 
and waist lines for security. 
During this descent, Kesicki, 
Sikorski and Kulis slipped. Kulis 
managed to stop himself, but the 
others fell 600ft. to their deaths. 
Kulis and Glazek eventually 
reached safety, but Kulis sus
tained severe frostbite injuries. 
Other Expeditions 
An American expedition, led by 
Dennis Hennek and originally 
aimed at the Trango Tower, was 
given late permission to try the 
easier Mitre and Lobsang Peaks, 
both of which had already 
been climbed. The lack of a 
challenging objective, coupled 
with sundry transport and filming 
problems, led to a breakdown in 
the expedition's morale. Never
theless, Lobsang West was 
climbed by Dennis Hennek, Mike 
Covington and Don Lauria, and 
a spirited attempt was made on a 
spire on the North-West Ridge 
of Bia/a, by George Lowe, Lauria 
and Hennek. They managed ten 
pitches of hard mixed climbing 
before bad weather arrived. 
The Pakistani transport delays 
also spoilt the plans of a British 
expedition that had designs on 
Sherpi Kangri.(24,212ft.) . The 

AI.ASKA/'t'llKON 

Mt. Foraker (17,400ft.) 
(Alaska Range) A six-man 
group, consisting of Gerry and 
Barb Roach, Charlie Campbell, 
Dave Wright, Stuart Krebs and 
Brad Johnson, made the first 
ascent of the north side of Mt. 
Foraker by a route up the North 
Ridge. The ridge, which is three 
miles long, has an 11,000ft. 
height gain, and is inclined at an 
average angle of 40°. The party 
walked sixty miles from Wonder 
Lake to reach their route. They 
placed three camps, the highest 
at 11 ,800ft. The summit was 
reached on July 14, and the party 
descended by the same route. 
Moose's Tooth (10,334ft.) 
(Alaska Range) A very exacting 
new route has been established 
on the South Face by Jon 
Krakauer, Tom Davies and Nate 
Zinsser. The party followed a 
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party, which was led by Dave 
Alcock, managed to reach 
19,500ft., but at this point, with 
their time rapidly running out, 
they turned their attention to two 
smaller peaks, neither of which 
had been climbed: Chorta 
Kangri (21,300ft) was climbed 
by Alcock and John Vincent, and 
Pyramid Peak (21,200ft.) was 
climbed by John Cheesmond, 
Bob Smith and Dave Walsh . 

HINDU KUSH 

Tirich Mir (25,260ft.) 
Italian climbers Guido Machetto 
and Gianni Calcagno made the 
first ascent of the West Spur of 
Tirich Mir, in August. Prior to 
their ascent they had climbed the 
nearby Czechoslovak Route, in 
order to acclimatize. They then 
"'equipped" the first 1,500ft. of 
the spur, before making an 
"alpine-style" ascent, with one 
bivouac. The foot of the spur is 
3,500ft. below the summit, but 
the route was reported to have 
nearly 8,000ft. of climbing. 
Machetto, with Beppe Re, was 
also active on this mountain in 
1974. He and Re repeated the 
French Route on Tirich Mir West 
3 (24,279ft.) and continued to 
reach the virgin summit of Tirich 
Mir West 2 (24,607ft.) . On that 
occasion, the pair acclimatized 
by making an ascent of Dirgo! 
Zam (22,267ft.). Also on Tirich 
Mir, the Spanish Route was 
climbed by Ian Nicolson, 
Reinhard Siefert, Don Whillans 
and Mischa Saleki. 
Correspondents: Cheney, Lowe, 
Covington, Rusieki, Alcock, 
Onyszkiewicz and Machetto 

2,500ft. couloir, slightly to the 
left (west) of the summit. The 
route was climbed in one 
twenty-two-hour push. Of the 
twenty-two pitches in the 
couloir, five were on rock and 
eleven on ice. Thereafter, a 
further 600ft. of ice and snow 
climbing led to the summit. An 
impending storm forced the 
climbers to descend immediately. 
The descent took a further ten 
hours, and involved twenty-three 
rappels (photo below). 
Mt. Lituya (11,970ft.) 
(Fairweather Range) Jim Nelson 
and Diana and Dave Dailey 
climbed the North Ridge over 
three days in July. The ridge 
involved over 5,000ft. of snow 
and ice climbing. The trio 
descended the South Ridge. 
Correspondents: Gerhardt and 
Zinsser Photo : J on Krakauer 

CANADA 

Mt.Kitchener climbed 
by the Central Couloir 
on the North Face. 
Logan Mountains 
Swiss climbers Paul Muggli, 
Hans Brunner and Ruedi 
Hornberger made three interest
ing ascents here. They repeated 
the Frost/ McCarthy/ Bill Route 
on Lotus Flower Tower, and 
climbed the South Ridge of 
Proboscis. Finally, they made a 
new route up the 1,500ft. South 
Face of West Huey Spire (5.8, 
A2; one bivouac). 
Tombstone Range 
Several parties were active here 
during the summer. One 
Vancouver group, consisting of 
Bob Cuthbert, Eric White, Robin 
Mounsey, Fred Thiessen, Alan 
Denis and Neil Humphries, 
made a number of interesting 
ascents during the period June 
3-22. Two of their climbs were 
particularly notable: the first was 
a 1,500ft. mixed route on the 
North-West Face of the peak to 
the north of, and adjacent to, 
Monolith; the second, which was 
done by Mounsey and Denis, 
was an A4, 5.8 route up the 
North Face of the summit 
adjacent to, and to the east of, 
Tombstone. The group also 
made the first ascents of a 
number of other peaks in the 
area. These were mainly ridge 
climbs, with occasional technical 
pitches. 
Coast Ranges 
A four -man Vancouver party, 
consisting of Martin Kafer, Ester 
Kafer, Tom Kafer and Peter 
Macek, made a number of 
ascents in the Queen Bess region 
to the south-east of the 
Waddington Range. Six new 
summits were climbed, and a 
new route was made on the 
South Ridge of Queen Bess 
(10,870ft.). Access to the region 
is improving, and this is likely to 
lead to more activity. Of 
particular interest is the impres
sive East Face of Queen Bess. 
The Fraser Canyon area, near 
Vancouver, attracted attention 
this summer. Ed Zenger and Phil 
Kubic climbed a spectacular 
ridge on Mt. Urquhart; though 
this was easier than expected, it 
still gave a climb of 2,200ft. The 
pair also put up a similar route 
in the Anderson River Peaks. 
This fine granite area is only just 
beginning to be explored, and 
the most challenging lines still 
await investigation. 
Canadian Rockies 
Jeff Lowe and Mike Weis made 
the first ascent of the Central 
Cou!oir on the North Face of Mt. 
Kitchener. This is a very serious 

climb, and the pair found that 
the best way to minimize the 
risks on the lower section of the 
route was to climb through the 
night. They started at 6.0 p.m., 
and climbed continuously for 
twenty-six hours, reaching the 
summit at 8.0 p.m. the following 
day. Lowe described the climb 
as being "very beautiful, very 
hard, and physically and 
mentally very demanding". The 
route may well prove to be the 
most difficult alpine ice climb in 
North America. 
Baffin Island 
Several groups were operating in 
the Asgard region this summer. 
A Japanese expedition, led by 
Yoshio Sasaya, made a pro
longed and abortive attempt on 
the West Face of Mt. Thor. 
About sixteen pitches were 
climbed, with heavy reliance on 
bolts. The rock was said to be so 
friable that a bolt hole could be 
made with just a couple of 
blows, and this problem seems to 
have led to the failure of a rather 
shabby attempt. 
An eight-man British party had 
better luck and made a number of 
worthwhile ascents: Ken 
Rawlinson and Steve Blake 
made the first ascent of the 
Central Pillar of Overlord, a 
forty-two-pitch climb on good 
rock; Kevin Mclane and Dennis 
Lee climbed the South-West 
Ridge of the West Summit of 
Turnweather; Dave McDonald 
and Mclane climbed a 6,000ft. 
peak opposite Mt. Thor (pro
visionally named Mt. North
umbria) , via a 3,500ft. ice 
gully which presented consider
able difficulties; McDonald and 
George Sims made the first 
ascent of a peak to the north-east 
of Turnweather; and finally the 
party mounted an attempt on the 
North Face of Mount U/u, but 
failed when blank rock barred 
the way. 
Pete Livesey and Jill Lawrence 
also made a good first ascent in 
the area. They climbed the 
West Face of Tirokwa by a forty
eight-pitch route, which 
averaged between 5.6 and 5.8 in 
difficulty, with three pitches of 
5.9. The route lay on the left side 
of a prominent spur running up 
the centre of the face; the ascent 
and descent took a total of 
fifteen hours, and only two pegs 
were used on the whole climb. 
Correspondents: Hamberger, 
Culbert, Godfrey, Livesey and 
Lowe 



THEANDES 

Huascaran (22,208ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) Th e summits 
of Huascaran Norte and 
Huascaran Sur were together 
ascended by a total of forty
seven climbers during the 
season. Three climbers died, 
however: Peter Gotz succumbed 
to pulmonary oedema, and 
Reinhard Siegl and Heinrich 
Gentner disappeared in a storm. 
Huandoy Sur (20,210ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) An eighteen
man Italian expedition, led by 
Carlo Zonta, failed in an attempt 
to climb the South Face, 
because of serious danger from 
avalanches. The party also failed 
on the East Ridge of Chacraraju 
for the same reason. 
Alpamayo (19,510ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) An eight
man Italian expedition, led by 
Franco Busnelli and including 
such experienced climbers as 
Casimiro Ferrari and Pino Negri, 
made the first ascent of the 

UNITED STATES 

beautiful South-West Face of 
this famous mountain . The whole 
route was equipped with fixed 
ropes, and the entire party, with 
the exception of Busnelli, 
reached the summit. 
An eight-strong American group 
made a number of important 
climbs on the mountain during 
July. Their most notable achieve
ments were the second ascent 
of the East Ridge and the first 
complete traverse of the 
mountain . The traverse was made 
via the East Ridge and down the 
North Ridge, by Dan Manning 
and Bruce Carson. Carson then 
teamed up with Mike Yokel I to 
make an ascent of the complete 
North Ridge, starting from the 
low point between Jancarurish 
and Alpamayo . Carson, with 
Matt Wells, Steve Kenz and 
Dutch climber Frans Visser, also 
made the first ascent of the 
South-East Face of Jancarurish . 
The North Ridge of Alpamayo 

Diamond climbed free 
at 5.10 by Wayne Goss 
and Jim Logan. 
Rocky Mountains 
There have been significant 
developments on The Diamond 
this summer. In early July, 
Wayne Goss and Jim Logan 
made the first free ascent. 
Attempts to free-climb the face 
began in 1971, but aspirants 
quickly came to realize that the 
altitude and general alpine 
character of the wall called for 
extra qualities over and above 
exceptional free-climbing ability. 
Goss and Logan were both 
Diamond experts, and this was 
clearly a factor which aided their 
success. Their route followed the 
first four pitches of Diamond 7, 
and then traversed right into the 
Black Dagger chimney. This was 
found to be too wet, however, so 
the pair moved on to Forrest 
Finish, which they followed until 
it was possible to return to Black 
Dagger at the top of the chimney. 
The crux pitch (5.10) followed, 
and the route ended at Table 
Ledge. The whole route had 
four 5.10 pitches. 
A second ascent was made 
shortly afterwards by Jim Dunn 
and Kris Wood. They followed 
Yellow Wall and took the Forrest 
Finish. At the crux above the 
Black Dagger chimney, they 
were unable to see how the 
climb had been completed. 
Eventually, they were forced to 
aid a crack, clean it, and then 
descend to free-climb it. They 
later discovered that Goss had 

managed to free-climb the 
smooth wall just left of the crack, 
and that Logan had followed by 
laybacking on the grass roots in 
the crack itself. This line had 
five 5.1 0 pitches. 
Just after Goss's and Logan's 
ascent, the first all-woman 
ascent of The Diamond was 
made by Stephine Alwood, Molly 
Higgins and Laurie Manson, 
who climbed Diamond 7. 
In August, two new routes were 
discovered on the Diamond, 
between Obelisk and Curving 
Vine. The first was climbed by 
Bob Dodds, Ron Olevsky and 
Paul Kasputts. They took the 
first crack left of Curving Vine, 
eventually joining that route at 
Obelisk Ledge. Although the 
climb took over a week, it is still 
graded 5, 5.8, A2. A second 
ascent was made shortly after
wards by Bruce Adams and 
Tobin Sorenson. They climbed 
the route free, in one day, grad
ing the hardest pitch 5.10. The 
second route, which was climbed 
by George Hurley and Bob 
Bliss, took a line just to the left. 
Mainly 5.8, with two A2 pitches, 
it was climbed without the use 
of pegs (all clean), and was 
said to be easier than Diamond 
7. Like its companion, it also 
finished at Obelisk Ledge, where 
it joined Curving Vine. 
The Diamond so dominates 
Rocky Mountain National Park 
that tourists and climbers alike 

was climbed by a number of 
other parties, including a large 
group of Dutch mountaineers. 
Pucahirca Central (19,734ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) A Spanish 
expedition, led by Juan Hugas, 
failed in an attempt to repeat the 
1961 Italian Route up the South
East Ridge, when a bergschrund 
prevented progress just 150ft. 
below the summit. 
Chacraraju (20,0SSft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) A Yugoslav 
expedition, led by Blazina 
Drustvo, attempted the East 
Ridge in late June and early 
July. The bid was abandoned 
when Igor Golli was killed in a 
1,200ft. fall down the South 
Face, after being pulled from his 
belay at the rock band on the 
ridge. 
Uruashraju (17,815ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) A new route 
was made up the South Ridge by 
a local party comprising 
Martin Debs, Curry Slaymaker, 

tend to congregate on or near it, 
leaving other significant features 
to relative peace and quiet. One 
such feature is the classic North
West Face of Chiefshead. This 
beautiful, 1,000ft. granite face 
occupies the spectacular alpine 
scenery of Glacier Gorge, along 
with the North-East Faces of 
Chiefshead and Spearhead. The 
Chiefshead's main faces boast 
only two routes, both put up by 
Layton Kor in the early 'sixties, 
and until this summer neither had 
had a second ascent. In mid
July, Dan McClure and Billy 
Westbay made the second (first 
all-free) ascent of Chiefshead's 
North-West Face. The route 
involved two 5.10 pitches on 
enjoyable rock that was slightly 
suspect. 
On Twin Owls, Diana Russel 
made the first female ascent of 
Crack of Fear (5.10) leading 
the first and third pitches. No 
less impressive was Molly 
Higgin's ascent of Turnkorner, 
on Sundance, on which she 
swung leads. Another note
worthy event was the first free 
solo ascent of Gollums Arch, 
on Twin Owls, by John Bachar. 
Black Canyon 
Jim Dunn and Dan Morrison 
established a new route on the 
North Chasm View Wall. The 
Stoned Oven (grade 5, 5.10, A4; 
5 bolts), involved two 
bivouacs; it is situated between 
the large spine and the long 
right-leaning ramp down-river 
from the prominent nose. It is 
eighteen pitches long, and ends 
with a fierce, 5.10, overhanging 
off-width crack. 
Correspondent: Mike Covington 

Murray Johns, Douglas Burnell 
and Michael Rourke. This is only 
the second time that the 
mountain has been climbed. 
Ranrapalca (20,216ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) Johns, 
Slaymaker and Rourke also 
made the first ascent of the 
North Face of this peak, during 
August. They fixed ropes up the 
first third of the face, where the 
route worked through a compli
cated ice-fall system, and 
thereafter continued alpine-style 
with one bivouac. 
Cerro Catedral (17,503ft.) 
(Argentinian Andes) On 
February 15, Yugoslav climbers 
Marijan Cepelak and Vladimir 
Mesaric, members of an eight
man Croatian expedition, made 
the first ascent of the 300ft. 
South Face of this peak close to 
Aconcagua. The average angle 
of the face was 40°. 
Correspondents: Carson, Rourke 
and Savenc 

AUSTRALIA 

Queensland 
Henry Barber made clean 
ascents of four new routes at 
Frog Buttress (not seven, as 
reported in Mountain 43), 
his best efforts being on 
Insomnia, which he graded 23, 
and Yankee Go Home (22). 
He also made eleven first free 
ascents in the same area. 
Whilst on visits to Mt. Maroon 
and Wyberba, he eliminated all 
aid from three further top-class 
routes: the classic Beau 
Brummel (20) at Mt. Maroon, 
and Half Magic (21) and Late 
Afternoon Flake (19) on the fine 
Wyberba granite monoliths. 
New South Wales 
Developments continue apace 
in the Wolgan Valley, where 
two new routes have been added 
on the Exploding Galaxy: 
Palatic (20), a varied but 
dominating main line climbed 
by Carrigan and Muhlen, and 
Night Sweat (18), by Carrigan 
and Pete Morris. 
Also at Wolgan, Carrigan and 
Joe Friend put up Traversy (20), 
a high line on relatively 
untouched crags to the right of 
the Coke Ovens. 
The Coke Ovens themselves 
have been the scene of much 
forceful activity, resulting in the 
long-awaited freeing of Mop Up 
(20), a hard finger problem 
which went to Chris Peisker and 
Bryden Allen. In the Name of 
Morality (20) was also freed by 
Roland Pauligk and Tony 
Nemec. This route, which has 
seen other strong freeing 
attempts, ranks with Barber's 
most significant free-climbs in 
the area - The Weirding Wall 
(22) and Flashpoint (22). 
Two new routes have appeared 
on Bluff Mountain, in the 
Warrumbungles. To his already 
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fine ·collection· on this imposing 
cliff, Keith Bell and Greg 
Mortimer added a new route to 
the right of Icarus called 
Daedalus (19). Bell also put up 
two new routes on Tonduron, in 
the same area; with Mortimer 
he added Virago (20), and with 
Ian Thomas he climbed 
Antares (19). Both Daedalus 
and Antares had one point of 
aid. The other new Bluff 
Mountain route was put up by 
Kim Carrigan and Nat Nicholas; 
Aladinsane (19) is reported as 
'classic, but continually 
reluctant". 
Victoria 
Some of 'Hot' Henry's most 
spectacular freeing 'displays' at 
Mt. Arapiles have yet to be 
reported. They were on the 
single pitches of Squeek Easy 

THE ALPS 

WINTER 1974/75 

Cima su Alto: N.W. Face 
(Civetta Group) The first winter 
ascent of the Ratti/Vitale Route 
was made between January 
11-14, by Sergio Panzeri and 
Alberto Montanelli 

SUMMER 1975 

Ailefroide: N.W. Face 
Frederic Bourbourson, Jean 
Dupraz and Bernard Macho 
established a very difficult new 
route (E.D.) on this face during 
July 23-25. After following the 
Gervasutti/ Devies Route for 
600ft, they broke off to the 
left and took a line up an im
pressive belt of slabs. The rock 
was so continuously smooth 
that both bivouacs were 
"suspended", presumably in
volving hammocks. 
Les Bans: N.W. Face 
On July 13, Bernard Macho, 
Francoise Mantel and Gilles 
Sourice made the first ascent of 
the ice couloir to the left of the 
Santi Route. 
Pie Sans Nom: North Face 
During August 5-6, Jean Michel 
Cambon and Bernard Francou 
opened up a "splendid" new 
route directly up the North 
Face, to the right of the 
Georges/Russenberg Route. 
The climb (graded ED) is on 
excellent rock and completely 
sheltered from stonefall. 
Aig de Bionnassay: 
North Face 
Jean Afanassief and Bernard 
Domenech have made a new 
climb to the left of the 
Laurendau/Kempf Route. The 
climb, which is very serious, is 
over 3,000ft. long, with pas
sages of ice-climbing at angles 
exceeding 55 °. 
Grand Pilier d'Angle: 
North Face 
Polish climbers Marek Kowalczyk. 
and Piotre Jasinski climbed the 
Cecchinel/ Nomine Route. They 
avoided the crux wall at the 
top of the ice couloir by making 
a 50ft. pendulum to the left and 
following a shallow diedre to 
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(22), on Brick Wall, and on 
the imposing, 'sloth-like' roof of 
Kachoong (21 ). 
At least four fresh ascents have 
followed Carrigan·s and Mike 
Law's additions to the range of 
nasty Arapiles jamming routes. 
The Wizard of Ice (20) was led 
by Carrigan, but was soon out
matched by Law's unseconded 
lead of The Second Coming (20) 
on the back wall of The Pharos. 
Following in Barber's 'footsteps', 
and after a solid round of his 
own overseas climbing, young 
Melbourne climber Nie Taylor 
turned to Arapiles for a run of 
solo ascents, including Rack 
(18) and Hyaena (18); he also 
made the first free ascent of 
Harrier (19), eliminating five aid 
points. 
On Bluff Major, Chris Baxter led 

gain the icefield above. 
Yugoslavs Janez Azman and 
Cene Kramar made an ascent 
of the Bonatti/Zapelli Route 
on July 23. 
Another Yugoslav team, Zvone 
Andrejcic and Vanja Matijevec, 
made the second ascent of the 
Dufour/Frehel Route on 
August 2 (see report in Moun
tain 45). The climbers started 
the route at 11.0 p.m., and 
reached the Peuterey Ridge at 
noon. 
The various ascents of this face 
during the season have led to 
a growing opinion that the 
routes have been rather over
rated in the past. This may in 
itself be a reaction to their 
previous reputation, but it 
seems safe to say that in good 
conditions the climbs do not 
offer exceptional difficulties. 
Nevertheless, in the event of a 
storm, a retreat from any route 
on the face could be both 
problematic and risky. 
Aig. Blanche: North Face 
On July 27, Patrick Gabarrou 
and Masalu Suzuki climbed the 
slender couloir between the 
North-East Arete and the 
Chabod/Grivel Route. They 
turned the hanging glacier at 
half-height on the left. The 
climb was 3,500ft. long and 
took eleven hours to complete. 
Arete de Peuterey 
In July, Helmut Kiene made the 
second solo ascent of the 
Peuterey Ridge Integral in just 
two days. 
Mont Maudit: N.W. Face 
Erik Descamp, Herve Delhaie 
and Philippe and Alain Babine! 
established a new route ( D 
sup.) up the West Face of Pte. 
Mieulet, on the northern slopes 
of Mt. Maudit. 
Mont Maudit: S.E. Face 
Lindsay Griffin and Calvin 
Torrans have established a new 
route on the South-West 
Shoulder up the face to the left 
of the Bonatti Route. The climb 
(TD inf.) took twelve hours, and 
is said to offer mixed climbing 

Castles in the Air (19), and 
Mike Stone, Baxter and Keith 
Lockwood added a new tech
nical groove route, Coeur de Lion 
(19). Stone and Baxter also 
completed a girdle traverse of 
Brick Wall, which they called 
Running Scared (19). 
Mount Stapylton has yielded a 
further aid-route of value, The 
Seventh Banana (M6), by Dave 
Mudie and party. 
Tasmania 
Lost World, a crag above Hobart, 
yielded a number of hard new 
routes to Barber. One, Savage 
Journey (22), is a vicious, 
off-width crack, which had often 
been tried by Lewis. Another new 
route, Atlantis (21 ), was put up 
by Joe Friend (un-seconded). 
Barber made other first ascents 
throughout the island. During a 

comparable to that on the 
Frendo Spur. 
Chamonix Aiguilles 
The first solo traverse from the 
Aig. du Midi to the Grepon, 
and down to the Rognon 
Nantillons, was made in just 
eighteen hours on July 26 by 
Michel Berruex. 
Aig. du Peigne 
In early July, a new route (ED) 
was established on the North 
Face of Gendarme 3068m, by 
Daniel Monaci and Michel 
Arrizi. 
Aig. du Plan: North Face 
The Lagarde/ Segogne Couloir 
was climbed in mid-July by 
Jean Marc Boivin, Alain Hans, 
Michel Perrier and Thierry 
Leroy. This is a very serious 

Above: The West Face of the 
Petit Dru, with the new Gross 
Route (reported in Mountain 45) 
marked with the broken line. 
Photo: Walter Poucher 

visit to Devil's Gullet, in the 
north, he did the first climbed 
route (Gullible Travels: 20) on 
what he described as "a cliff 
with a lot of potential". On the 
Organ Pipes, he did Daedalus 
(20), and at Coles Bay he added 
Dog Style (18). Finally, he put 
in a powerfu I effort to free both 
Incipience (22), at Coles Bay, 
and Albatross, the short but 
exceptionally strenuous Lewis 
route at Lowdina, now graded 
23. 
South Australia 
Also of relatively stunning 
importance were Barber's clean 
ascents of Bauat Dan (21) and 
Bung (20), both at Moria/ta, 
and of Pagoda (now grade 20) 
at Moonarie. 
Correspondents: Friend, Carrigan 
and Baxter 

route, but one of "great 
beauty". It has three difficult 
sections and is said to be com
parable to the Swiss Route on 
Les Courtes. 
Aig. de Roe: S.E. Face 
Patrick Cordier and Jacques 
Remouillet established a very 
fine 2,000ft. rock climb up the 
South Pillar. The climb, which 
is on excellent rock, has twenty
two pitches, of which fifteen 
are graded TD sup. The 
climbers placed only five pitons, 
relying almost completely on 
nuts for aid and protection. 
Aig. des Grands Charmoz: 
North Face 
John Bouchard and Steve 
Zajchowski opened up a new 
route of great difficulty (ED) 
to the left of the We/zenbach/ 
Merkl Route. They approached 
by the rocks below the Aig. de 
la Republique and then followed 
a very steep ice couloir to the 
left of the Welzenbach Route. 
The couloir was said to be 
harder than the North-East 
Couloir of the Drus, and was 
compared with the Couloir 
Chaud on the Pelvoux. 
Petit Dru: North Face 
Steve Parr and Bob Milward 
made an early (possibly third) 
ascent of the 1967 Guides 
Route, a very difficult aid-climb 
following the left rim of the 
Niche. Starting on August 2, 
the pair took three days for the 
climb, and made a further 
bivouac on the descent. They 
halved the amount of aid 
originally used (the climb was 
first done in winter) and added 
a five-pitch variation below the 
Niche. They reported it to be an 
excellent route, deserving 
popularity. 
Les Droites: North Face 
An important new route has 
been established here to the 
left of the Corneau/Davaille 
Route. It was climbed by Jean 
Marc Boivin and Patrick 
Gabarrou, who reported that it is 
harder and better than the 
Davaille Route. 



Above: The Boivin/Gabarrou 
Route (broken line) on the 
North Face of Les Droites. 
Photo: Wolf Jurgen Winkler 

The Corneau/Davaille Route 
was itself climbed by two 
Eastern European ropes: Jugo
slavs Zvone Andrejcic and Cene 
Kramar, and Polish climbers 
Marek Kowalczyk and Piotre 
Jasinski. 
Les Courtes: N.E. Face 
On July 17-18, Patrick and 
Philippe Gabarrou added a new 
ice route to the face between 
the Cordier Route and the 
Central Spur. 
Aig. du Triolet: North Face 
A new route was added to the 
North Face of the Petit Trio/et, 
by Pierre Conval, Yves Gilles 
and Alain Nicollet, on July 
26-27. The climbers followed 
the long ice couloir to the right 
of the Lenoir/Dufourmantelle/ 
Jaccoux Route, and finished up 
a steep rock pitch. 

BRITISH ISLES 
SCOTLAND 

Old Man of Hoy 
The Baillie/ Paley/ Bonington 
Route on the East Face has 
been soloed by Ken Jones (of 
Ambleside). 
Carnmore 
Colin Wornham and Paddy 
Buckley made a massive, C
shaped girdle traverse of the 
crag, entitled Ulysses (2,000ft., 
HVS). The route, which takes 
in most of Carnmore's chief 
attractions, traverses left across 
the lower wall, climbs a section 

Revised Gradings for Carnmore Crag 

Carnmore Corner XS 5b .. 
St. George XS 5b ••• 
Balaton XS 5b ... 
Abomination HVS 5a ... 
Dragon HVS 5a ••• 
Penny Lane HVS 5a • 
Boo Boo HVS 4c .. 
Gob HVS 4c ... 
Fionn Buttress VS 4c ... 

Breche du Triolet: North 
Face 
Alex McIntyre, Terry King and 
Gordon Smith made the first 
British ascent of this ice 
couloir in three hours. 
Mt. Dolent: North Face 
Lindsay Griffin and South 
African climber John Chees
mond made a rapid ascent of 
the Dubost/Gevril Route this 
summer. 
Aig. d' Argenti ere: 
South Face 
In early July, Georges Bettem
bourg and Herve Thivierge 
established a fine 1,400ft. rock 
climb (TD) on the South 
Pillar of the Pointe Sud. 
Aig_ d' Argentiere: 
North Face 
Lindsay Griffin made the first 
solo ascent of the Holzer/ 
Mayer!/ Messner Route in 3½ 
hours in September. He descri
bed the climb as enjoyable, safe 
and potentially popular. The 
hardest section involved some 

of Fiann Buttress, and then 
traverses rig ht across the upper 
wall. It took two days to com
plete. 
The graded list for the crag in 
the S.M .T. guide is now con
sidered to be inaccurate and 
misleading, and Buckley has 
compiled the following list as a 
replacement. 

Skye 
A major new route called 
Dihedral (1 000ft., XS) has been 
established on the North- West 
Face of Sgurr a· Mhadaidh by 

Fionn Castle vs 4c .. 
Black Mischief vs 4c .. 
Connie Onnie vs 4c . 
Original Route vs 4b . 
Red Scar Entry vs 4b 
Green Corner vs 4b • 
Tinkerbell vs 4b 
Happy Wanderer VS 4b 
Diagonal HS 4b 

steep ice runnels in smooth rock 
at one third height. The climb is 
said to be comparable to, 
though a little harder than, the 
North Face of the Trio/et. 
Accidents in the 
French Alps 
British climbers Dave Bland 
and Rick Scott were killed by 
an avalanche while approaching 
the Gervasutti Pillar. A French 
team was also engulfed by the 
same avalanche: one climber 
was killed and another badly 
injured. Austrian climber Hans 
Kremslehner was killed by 
stonefall on the Boccalatte 
Route on the East Face of the 
Aig. de la Brenva, and the ex
perienced German climber, 
Klaus Werner, was killed at the 
foot of the North Face of the 
Aig. du Plan, when a block 
came away as he was soloing 
easy ground. 
The well-known French climber 
Michel Claret was found dead 
on the lnnominata Route on 
Mt. Blanc after having failed to 
return from a solo ascent. 
Eiger: North Face 
Yugoslavs Edi Drofelnik and 
Rajko Robnik made an ascent 
of the Polish Route on the 
North-East Pillar over three 
days at the end of July. British 
climbers Bob Dearman and Phil 
Burke made an ascent of the 
1938 Route in three days. 
Burke is a newcomer to al
pinism having recently gradua
ted into high-standard climbing 
from caving. 
Fleischbank: East Face 
(Kaisergebirge Group) Pit 
Schubert and Udo Pohlke 
established an important new 
route on this face on July 
23-24. The climb takes a direct 
line up the fine pillar to the left 
of the Duffer Route. No pitch 
is graded higher than 6 inf., 
but there are a number of easy 
artificial pitches, which sug
gests the possibility of a much 
harder free ascent. A topo has 
been published in the October 

Falko Rech and A. Taylor. This 
takes a line up the buttress to 
the left of Deep Gash Gully 
and the crux is a 120ft., 5b 
rightwards-leaning groove, half
way up the crag. Five pitons 
(left in-situ) were used for 
protection. 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Borrowdale 
On Falcon Crags, Dave Nicol 
and Martin Hardiman added a 
route called Panzerfaust (170ft., 
VS}, up the black grooves left of 
Hallucination. Ron Fawcett and 
Christ Gibb free-climbed Route 
/, and repeated Dry Grasp. Nicol 
and Ian Conway, with Bob 
Wilson, put up Extrapo!ator 
(130ft., HVS; I peg for aid), 
between The Riddler and Lamp
lighter; the peg was eliminated 
by Pete Botterill and Jeff Lamb 
on the second ascent. The 

issue of Alpinismus. 
A new direct route has been 
made on the North-East Face 
of the North Ridge Tower, by 
Wasti Thaler and Richard 
Stumhofer. The climb is over 
800ft. long and has pitches of 
5 and 6 inf. 
Other Ascents 
Robin Crockett and Richard 
Grey made the first British 
ascent of the Coqueugniot 
Route on the West Face 
of the Grands Charmoz. The 
Direct Route on the North-East 
Spur of Les Droites was climbed 
by Keith Chadwick and Geoff 
Tabner, one day after Wragg's 
and Bickerdyke's ascent, re
ported in our last issue. 
Lindsay Griffin with Calvin 
Torrans and others had an 
interesting season. Apart from 
the routes mentioned in the 
main text, they climbed the 
North Face of Blanche de 
Perroc (unroped), the North 
Face of Mt. Blanc du Cheilon 
(unroped, except for the last 
200ft) and the North Face of 
Mt. Brule. All are ice routes in 
the western end of the Pennine 
Alps. In the Mt. Blanc group 
they made an ascent of the 
South Face of the Aig. du Fou. 
Finally, Griffin teamed up with 
Stephen Venables to make a 
four hour ascent of the North 
Face of the Grand Casse in the 
Graian Alps. They climbed most 
of the route unroped and found 
it to be a rather easier, and less 
serious, climb than the North 
Face of the Triolet, with which 
it is often compared. 
On the North-West Face of 
Mt. Maudit, Steve Parr and 
Bob Milward made an ascent 
of the Mazeaud/ Tsinant Route 
on the Pte. Durier, but reported 
that the climb was "not very 
worthwhile" . 
Correspondents: Contamine, 
Savenc, Gray, Milward, Griffin, 
Boivin and Gabarrou 

Lower Falcon Girdle has been 
extended by Nicol and Martin 
Hardiman, with an extra 150ft. 
of varied climbing. 
Shepherds Crag has been 
squeezed for three new routes. 
Bill Birkett and Ray McHaffie 
put up Crunchy Frog (140ft., 
HVS), to the right of Adam, and 
Savage Messiah (145ft., XS; 
one point of aid), just to the 
right of Ardus. Both routes 
were repeated soon afterwards; 
Savage Messiah had its aid 
point eliminated and was 
described as a sensational pitch, 
··comparable to The Bludgeon". 
Finally, left of Finale, Ed 
Cleasby and Mike Lynch added 
Jaws (140ft., HVS) . 
The Cattell Side Crag in 
Watendlath has produced a 
route called Juicy Lucy (HVS) 
up the arete on the left of the 
crag. The climb was put up by 
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Pete Whillance and Mike 
Hetherington. 
On Black Crag, McHaffie and 
Birkett added Gleaned Grooves 
(255ft., VS), which finishes up 
a mossy groove at the left end 
of the overhang of Wack. 
Eagle Crag has been investi
gated with some success. Steve 
Clegg and Pete Whillance pro
duced Where Eagles Dare 
(175ft., XS), which climbs a 
series of cracks and grooves 
starting from the same point as 
Squawk. The Cleft was climbed 
direct and free by Botterill and 
Roger Clegg, after a previous 
ascent of the first pitch by Lamb 
and Whillance. Botterill and 
Steve Clegg added Autopsy 
(11 Oft., HVS) up the arete be
tween The Seams and Pastern 
Gate, and then put up The 
Verdict (140ft., XS), which 
takes the grooves left of Daeda 
lus. The top pitch of The Verdict 
needed a sling for aid ; it was top
roped before it was led, and is 
said to be very hard. 
Gillercombe Buttress was 
graced with the attention of 
Lamb, Clegg, Whillance with 
Hetherington, who constructed a 
route called Patient Tigers 
(195ft., XS), to the left of Eyrie. 
On Great End Crag, the free 
version of Nagasaki Grooves, 
which was soloed by Pete 
Livesey, is proving problematic 
to would-be repeaters. Several 
strong parties have tried, and 
failed. 
Goat Crag saw the first free 
ascent of Rat Race, by Botterill 
and Steve Clegg, and a further 
ascent of Bitter Oasis by Martin 
and Mike Berzinns. 
There were two errors in our 
report on recent climbs on 
Greatend Crag in Mountain 45: 
The Corner was climbed by 
Nicol and Conway after con
siderable gardening, and Great
end Grooves is HVS but well 
protected. 
Buttermere 
Botterill and Lamb made a com 
pletely free ascent of Catalyst, 
on Buckstone How. On Eagle 
Crag, a number of determined 
attempts were made to eliminate 
or avoid the aid on Deimos. The 
best version seems to have been 
that achieved by Whillance and 
Lamb, who turned the main aid 
section by climbing the over
hangs just to the right. They 
also dispensed with other aid 
points to make a completely 
free ascent. 
Scafell Area 
Botterill and Steve Clegg re
duced the aid on White Wizard 
to one point (for resting) on the 
second pitch and one on the 
final pitch. They also made a 
completely free ascent of Nazgul 
- a notable feat. 
Previously unreported was a 
new route put up by Botterill 
and Lamb in 1974. Zeus (160ft., 
XS) takes the prominent groove 
to the left of Phoenix, on the 
East Buttress. 
Overhanging Grooves has been 
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straightened out by John Adams 
and Chas Macquarie. They 
avoided the traverse on the 
first pitch by climbing directly 
up an overhanging flake and 
wall (one peg for aid), and 
thereafter rejoined the original 
line. 
Langdale 
There have been several early 
repeats here. On Gimme, Crag, 
Eastern Hammer was repeated 
by Mike and Martin Berzinns 
(using one rest sling at the crux) , 
and Whits End Direct by Mike 
Mortimer and Ian Roper. Both 
are believed to have been 
second ascents. 
On Pavey Ark, Botterill and 
Adams made the second ascent 
of Sally Free and Easy, with
out the aid point. Other teams 
also made ascents, and the 
route has acquired a reputation 
for looseness and seriousness. 
Cascade Direct has been 
climbed free by Whillance and 
John Moore, who say that it is 
one of the best pitches on the 
crag. The same pair also elimi
nated the aid point from 
Ardvark (HVS). 
On Upper Spout Crag, above 
the quarries at the entrance to 
Langdale, Ed Cleasby and Mike 
Lynch repeated Dinsdale, find
ing it very worthwhile. Cleasby 
also led Anouschka (150ft., 
XS, 5c), a renamed route which 
replaces an old aid climb called 
Spiny Norman. 
Dow Crag 
Matheson's Abraxus was re
peated by Cleasby and Lynch, 
who were very appreciative. 
Matheson himself has managed 
to free-climb Holocaust, after 
prolonged effort. The pitch is 
now rated 6a. 

NORTH AND CENTRAL WALES 

Great Orme 
Rowland Edwards, accom
panied respectively by C. Graham 
and Nigel Metcalfe, has climbed 
two new routes on the cliff 
below the lighthouse. The Vice 
(175ft., HVS) takes an over
hanging chimney, fifty feet left 
of the main arete of the crag, 
and Hang Five (190ft. HVS), 
takes a line just to the left of 
the arete. 
Clogwyn du'r Arddu 
Two new lines have been 
climbed here by Rowland 
Edwards. The Sweeper (250ft., 
XS, 5b), climbed with Nigel 
Metcalfe, goes up the wall be
tween Trapeze and Chimney 
Route; Medi (150ft., XS, 5c), 
climbed with Tim Jepson, takes 
the wall between the upper sec
tions of Vember and Curving 
Crack. From the stance on 
Vember, it takes a system of 
vaguely interlinking cracks, 
with one peg used for aid. 
Llanberis North 
On Craig Ddu, Keith Bentham 
and Dave Shaw put up Sheep 
in Situ (315ft., HVS), near 
Scrag. Starting to the right of 
Scrag, it crosses that route at 
the half-way ledge, and then 

climbs the wall on the left be
fore rejoining Scrag near the 
top of the cliff. 
On Carreg Wastad, a new route, 
Para/ax (200ft., XS) has 
been worked into the rock be
tween Cornix and Main Scoop, 
by Phil Thomas and Dave Lloyd. 
On Dinas Cromlech, Pete Livesey 
with Jill Lawrence has repeated 
Resurrection, the new route up 
the left wall of Cenotaph Cor
ner. Livesey was able to dis
pense with both aid and resting 
points, using the in-situ piton 
solely as a runner. 
Cwm ldwal 
The Devil's Kitchen Cliffs have 
been the scene of some new 
route exploration by Hugh 
Banner. With Pete Brook, 
Banner made a new route 
(190ft., HVS) up the unclimbed 
buttress right of Hanging Gar
den Gully, and with Trevor 
Jones he put up Devil's Appen
dage (180ft., HVS), which takes 
the buttress left of Pluto. 
Tremadoc 
Cliff Phillips and Martin Crook 
climbed a new line, Extraction 
(150ft., XS, 5c), which takes 
the rock between Fang and 
Striptease and is said to be "of 
Vector quality". 
On the Vector Buttress, Rowland 
Edwards, with Nigel Metcalfe, 
Phil Kershaw and Ian Pomfret, 
put up a very hard new route to 
the right of Vector: The Void 
(250ft., XS, 5c) takes a groove 
leading directly to the spike 
below the Ochre Slab on Vec
tor, then continues up the Ochre 
Slab and directly up the rock 
above to the stance on Nimbus; 
the wall above was climbed by 
the very steep groove and crack 
just to the right of Tiros . 
Snowdon East 
Carreg Alltrem has been girdled 
at two-thirds height, by Allan 
Day and Terry Smith, to pro
duce Smokestack Lightning 
(260ft., XS). However, most of 
this climb has been done in 
sections previously. 
Cader Idris 
John Summer and Malcolm 
Cameron made the second 
ascent of Bentham's and Shaw's 
Darker Angel, on the Pencoed 
Pillar. Sumner and Cameron 
eliminated one of the two aid 
points, but still found the route 
to be hard for the HVS grade 
given to it. 
Craig Cowarch 
Sumner and Cameron did the 
second ascent of The Sting, 
finding that the move off the 
aid peg was the crux. 
Sandy Webster and Flo van 
den Broecke added a new route 
to North Buttress : The Mule 
(HVS) takes the obvious groove 
line between Acheron and 
Doom, and is reputed to have 
a very good middle pitch. 
Finally, two new routes have 
been added to Tap-y-Gigfran . 
Lucy in the Sky (HVS) and 
Alecto (XS, A2) go between 
Buzzard's Balcony and Purge, 
and were climbed by Sumner, 

with Robin Thorndyke and Bob 
Short respectively. 

YORKSHIRE/DERBYSHIRE 

Gritstone 
At 1/k/ey, Ian Edwards with Tim 
Riley has made a new route 
called Hipgnosis (XS, 6a), up 
the wall between Short Circuit 
and Josephine. Edwards at
tempted the route on sight, but 
took four falls from a nose near 
the top before he succeeded. 
Climbing with Bill Turner, 
Edwards also made a new route 
called Stickyfingers (HVS) up 
the thin crack to the right of 
Transparent Wall. 
At Guisecliff, Edwards and Riley 
eliminated the peg from After
math, and finished directly up 
the rib. 
Almscliff has been the arena for 
further bouts of mind-boggling 
gymnastics. Ron Fawcett has 
soloed Western Front. Just to 
the left, Mike Hammill climbed 
a new route called EMS Tele
gram (XS). This starts up 
Western Front and moves left 
to sentry box. There follows 
a three foot leap to a hidden 
hold and a swing left on fingery 
underclings. The route was re
peated soon afterwards by Ron 
Fawcett and Pete Livesey. 
Livesey and Fawcett also made 
a new route, called 'Arries' Oak 
(HVS), up the much tried direct 
line up to Birdlime Traverse, 
with a finish up the direct 
finish of that route. 
On Millstone Edge Pete Livesey 
and Jill Lawrence have repeated 
the actual arete pitch of Great 
Arete, having reached the belay 
ledge by abseil. Our Millstone 
reports in Mountain 45 require 
further clarification. Ed Drum
mond had led Edge Lane 
on a rope before soloing it, and 
John Allen should really be 
credited for the first free ascent 
of Saville Street, as Birtles used 
one point of aid. 

SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND 

Swanage and Portland 
With a new guide in prepara
tion, there has been an increase 
in activity at Swanage this 
summer. Richard Crewe and 
others, have put up several new 
routes on Boulder Ruckle and 
Guillemot Ledges, besides 
making a number of early re
peats to check routes for the 
guide. 
Tudor Rose (XS), a new route 
of great quality on Guillemot 
Ledges, takes a rather devious 
line to the left of Oceanid. It 
was put up by Crewe, Howard 
Lancashire and Pete Holden. 
Pat Littlejohn's Oceanid (XS), 
on the wall to the left of 
Valkyrie , has established a 
fierce reputation, after repeats 
by Crewe and Speedy Smith, 
and Falko Rech and Lancashire. 
Boulder Ruck/e's Golden Fleece 
(HVS), left of Behemoth, is a 
new route tipped for popularity, 
as is another new line called 
Tomorrow's Grief (VS) , climbed 
by Crewe and Richard Ramsey. 



OBITUARY 

Mick Burke 
Mick Burke was one of Britain's 
most experienced and successful 
mountaineers. He was born in 
Wigan, in 1943, and became 
interested in climbing in his 
mid-teens. Most of his early 
climbing was centred on Lang
dale in the Lake District. 
But local rock-climbing never 
really aroused his passions, and 
it was in the Alps that he found 
his first real mountaineering 
goals. He was particularly taken 
by the Dru; he climbed the North 
Face in 1964, the Bonatti Pillar 
in 1965, anq the Robbins/ 
Hemming Route (as far as the 
90m. diedre), again in 1965. This 
last climb, which he did with 
Mike Kosterlitz, was a second 
ascent of a route that was highly 
regarded in Chamonix at that 
time. In 1966, he accompanied 

This starts at the 1, 100ft. W. of 
Marmolata mark. Ashes and 
Diamonds is being upgraded to 
HVS, following the loss of 
crucial holds on the crux bulge. 
A very popular hard route on 
Subliminal is the newly-dis
covered Mars (HVS), which 
takes a steeply overhanging 
groove at the back of the Black 
Zawn, under the lighthouse. 
Over 150 new routes, mostly 
in the higher grades, will be 
included in the forthcoming 
guide, but exploration is far 
from finished, particularly to the 
west of Dancing Ledges. 
Access problems at Swanage 
have been the subject of dis
cussion between the various 
naturalist groups and members 
of the newly formed Swanage 
Climbers' Club. As a result it 
has been agreed that voluntary 
restrictions shall be observed for 
certain key nesting areas be
tween March 1 and August 31. 
Most of the main climbing 
areas are unaffected by these 

Mick Burke 

Gary Hemming, Rene Desmaison 
and others in a bold rescue bid 
in bad weather on the Dru. 
They succeeded in reaching 
and saving two stricken climbers 
marooned on the West Face, 
making a descent down the 
Robbins/ Hemming Route, as 
Burke had done the year before. 
Burke's early winter ascents, 
with Dougal Haston, of the 
Gervasutti Couloir and the North 
Face of the Matterhorn, in 1967, 
provided a major contribution to 
the development of interest in 
Alpine winter climbing by British 
climbers. Other Alpine ascents of 
note included a new route on the 
North Face of the Midi (left of 
the Frendo Spur), with Bev 
Clarke, and the North-East Spur 
of Les Droites, with Don 
Whillans. 
Throughout his career, Mick 
Burke seemed to have a knack 
for being involved in the latest 
trends. In 1968, he took part in a 
creditable attempt to climb the 
South-East Ridge of Cerro Torre 
(with Martin Boysen, Haston 
and Pete Crew), and later in the 
same year he made the first 
British ascent of the Nose of El 
Capitan, with Rob Wood, Hard 
climbs had previously been 
achieved in Yosemite by British 
climbers, but it was this ascent 
more than any other that really 
alerted British climbers to the 
growing importance of Yosemite. 
Burke also visited Baffin Island 
in 1971, where he filmed some 

restrictions, but climbers are 
asked to check at the Climbing 
Hut by the Castle, or on the 
Country Park Notice Board, 
before setting out. 
The prevailing situation with 
regard to access is satisfactory, 
but it is suspected that Dorset 
County Council is keen to ex
pand its regulatory powers in 
the area, and that it will be 
looking for a pretext on which 
to act. Under the terms of the 
voluntary agreement that has 
been made, Tilly Whim and the 
cliffs to the east (including 
Rendezvous Manque) are given 
up as part of a year-round wild
life sanctuary. In this delicate 
situation it is essential that 
climbers act responsibly yet 
firmly, observing the terms of 
the agreement but remaining 
mindful of the B.M.C.'s policy 
of accepting no permit systems 
and no form of compulsory ban. 
New routes done recently on 
Portland's West Cliff, include 
Bolder Crack (140ft., HVS), to 

of the early big-wall explorations 
of Doug Scott's expedition. 
During his Alpine seasons, Burke 
was based for the most part on 
the International School of 
Mountaineering, in Leysin. Here, 
he struck up a firm friendship 
with Dougal Haston and Bev 
Clarke and became involved in a 
number of filming projects and 
climbing extravaganzas linked 
with the school. 
This developed into a growing 
interest in filming, and in 1968 
he married and moved to London 
to take a place in a TV film 
School, which led to a career as 
a camera-man, first free-lance 
and later with the BBC. 
Another interest during these 
formative years was lecturing, 
and his caustic Lancastrian wit 
soon gained him a reputation in 
this field. He was a member of the 
A.C.G., which he served as both 
Secretary and President. When 
the A.C.G. merged with the 
Alpine Club, he took a place on 
the A.C. Committee, and he also 
served on the Screening Com
mittee of the M.E.F. and on the 
International Committee of the 
B.M.C. He made firm friends in 
France, notably with Pierre 
Mazeaud and Andre Contamine. 
He was thus able to bring to 
these official posts a strong 
international perspective, 
coupled with a keen awareness 
of the modern aspects of the 
sport. He was also a valued 
editorial adviser of Mountain. 

the left of Ferocity, and Am
monite's Tooth (150ft., HVS) , a 
fine wall and crack problem right 
of The Worm. Both of these 
climbs were the work of Bob 
Shepton and Andrew Dutton. 
Cornwall 
On Pentire Head, Pete Livesey 
and Jill Lawrence climbed the 
obvious left-slanting groove 
line on the right of the main 
crag. This had previously re
pulsed a number of strong at
tempts, including one by Henry 
Barber, who was defeated by 
some loose flakes. The route 
was subsequently cleaned, al
though Livesey was unaware 
of this when he popped up and 
found it ripe for the picking. 
The route, Last Leviathan 
(250ft, XS), was climbed in 
two pitches, with a finish up 
the last few feet of Eroica. · 
The pair also repeated Darkin
bad the Brightday!er, using only 
one of its several pitons for aid 
- that in the final groove. 
On Carn Gow/a, Ed Hart and 

Burke was really the man for the 
big occasion, as was shown by 
his Alpine ascents. He was never 
obsessively interested in the 
details of climbing, but seemed 
to draw his main strength when 
he found himself (as he 
frequently did) in at some crucial 
stage of a big climb or climbing 
event. This was well demon
strated on the Annapurna South 
Face in 1970, when he and Frost 
completed the crucial section of 
the route up the Rock Band, thus 
opening the way to the top. 
Later they made the second 
summit attempt, but were 
thwarted by bad weather. 
In 1972, Burke took part in the 
Everest South-West Face 
Expedition, in which his wife, 
Beth, was also involved as a 
medical orderly. Burke, by this 
time firmly established in his 
career as a film camera-man, had 
virtually retired from alpinism 
and would probably not have 
been chosen for the expedition 
had it not been for his filming 
talents. Nevertheless, he proved 
yet again that he had all the 
qualities for the big mountains, 
despite his lay-off, and his film
ing won him a Royal Television 
Award. Finally, it was again on 
Everest that he reached both 
the height and the end of his 
climbing career: he disappeared 
near the summit after making a 
bold solo ascent to film the 
final section of the 1975 South
West Face climb. 

Phil Robson made early repeats 
of The Vault, Ruby and Chicken 
Flesh, reporting all to be of 
high quality and on good rock. 
In Bosigran's Great Zawn, 
Livesey and Jill Lawrence made 
an ascent of West Face Route, 
an old A2 climb, using just one 
peg for aid (resting) and three 
others for protection. Livesey 
had previously abseiled down 
the route and cleaned a number 
of old wedges from the crack. 
On Chair Ladder, Rick Abbas 
and Jim Cotton climbed a thin 
crack line on Wolf Buttress 
(Calibran, 95ft., 5c). 
Hart and Robson made the 
second ascent of Littlejohn's 
Horrorshow, on Dodman Point 
(see photo in Mountain 45), 
finding it hard and frightening. 
Correspondents: Buckley, Hall, 
Read, Cleasby, Whillance, 
Matheson, Edwards, Phillips, 
Brook, Bentham, Sumner, 
Thomas, Hart, Tilt, Livesey and 
Cotton 
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Left: Chinese summiters pitching the final assault camp at 8,600 metres above sea level. Right: Displaying the revolutionary spirit of"fearing neither hardship nor death" and defying a strong wind, the Chinese mountaineers advancing on the summit of Qomolangma Feng. (This photo appears to have been taken on 
the slopes above the Second Step - Editor) 

Nine Who Climbe_____, Qomolangma Feng 
"On May 27, a Chinese expedition 

ascended the Qomolangma Feng (Mount 
Jolmo Lungma) from its forbidding North 
Face. The summiters were Phanthog, a 
woman of Tibetan nationality and Deputy 
Leader of the expedition, and eight male 
members: Sodnam Norbu, Lotse, Hou 
Sheng-fu, Samdrub, Darphuntso, Tsering, 
Tobgyal, Kunga Pasang and Ngapo Khyen. 
This followed the pioneering feat of the 
world by three other Chinese mountaineers 
who reached the summit by the same North 
Face in 1960. Tempered in the great Pro
letarian Cultural Revolution and the Move
ment to Criticize Lin Piao and Confucius, 
the nine summiters wrote a new and 
brilliant page in the annals of world 
mountaineering. 

This second ascent from the North Face 
testifies to the all-conquering heroism of the 
Chinese people who, under the leadership of 
the Communist Party of China and guided 
by Chairman Mao's proletarian revolu
tionary line, fear neither hardship nor 
death. 

Wearing its famous plume, the pyramid-
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shaped Qomolangma peak towers above all 
snow-capped peaks in the Himalayas. Here, 
the natural conditions are extremely com
plicated: the weather is capricious and the 
terrain dangerous. 

Carrying red banners, members of the 
Chinese Mountaineering Expedition pit
ched their base camp at the Rongbuk 
Monastery, 5,000ft. above sea level, last 
March, and began the campaign of assault
ing the world's highest peak once again. 

The first real test for the climbers is the 
North Col that lies in the way to the sum
mit. The party committee of the expedition 
organized a dozen trainers and young 
climbers for reconnaissance and route pre
paration, who were to select and blaze a 
trail through the North Col before the first 
acclimatization climb of the expedition 
started. 

The North Col rises 1,600m. above the 
base camp, but the actual journey distance 
between them is more than 20km. 

The scouts arrived at the foot of the North 
Col at noon on May 20 [March, presum
ably. Ed.], and pitched camp in a world of 

snow and ice 6,600m. above sea level. 
Defying a fresh gale-force wind that blew 
40 m.p.h., they immediately set about 
checking the surroundings. They found 
that great changes had taken place in the 
terrain since 1960. Ice and snow had 
created quite a different picture of the 
North Col. 

A steep, glassy ice-snow slope now 
blocked the way. Huge ice blocks from 
recent avalanches piled up at 6,800m., and 
an ice wall criss-crossed with cracks stood 
at 6,900m. right up to the top of the North 
Col. It meant the North Col had become 
more difficult to climb than fifteen years 
ago. 

March 21 dawned on the North Col. 
Putting on climbing boots and taking ice
axes and other equipment, the scouts 
started to cut a trail. The temperature was 
more than 20° below zero centigrade. They 
inched up the glassy slope, leaving a neatly
carved stairway behind them. After a dis
cussion, however, they concluded that the 
trail was too steep and exhausting. They 
abandoned the trail and selected a less 

steep stretch of the slope, 100m. to the 
south. 

In the oxygen-starved atmosphere, a few 
strokes of the ice-axe would make them 
gasp breathlessly for a moment. However, 
after an hour's determined fight, a Z-shaped 
trail reached 6,800m. to the middle of the 
North Col. 

They were taking a rest on a slope when 
Pasang Tsering, a climber of Tibetan 
nationality, fell into a crevasse. He showed 
no sign of panic and lodged himself firmly 
down the crevasse with his back and feet 
pressing hard against the walls and his 
hands held on to the safety rope. The other 
climbers held the team rope firmly and 
hauled with all their might until he was 
pulled up. They were happy to find him 
safe and sound beside the bottomless 
crevasse. 

Leaving marks and a metal ladder across 
the crevasse, the scouts continued their 
ascent. When they reached 6,900m., the 
sun had already dropped to the western 
horizon and the temperature dropped 
sharply to over 30° below zero centigrade. 

Snow flakes swept by strong wind lashed at 
their faces. To preserve their energy for the 
battle on the ice wall further up, they 
pitched tents on a clearing on the slope and 
spent the night in an ice 'bed'. 

When the first rays of the morning sun 
woke them up the following day, they 
gathered at the foot of the ice wall and 
started cutting a way up. A narrow stair
way of 100 rungs was cut in forty minutes 
on the 50m. wall, and another l 00m. they 
would reach the top of the North Col. A 
three-metre-wide ice crevasse lay in their 
way. They found an 'ice bridge' across the 
crevasse and fastened two metal ladders 
together with nylon ropes, and reinforced 
them with shafts of ice-axes, and put it 
across the 'bridge'. They reached the top 
of the North Col at noon and concluded 
their task of reconnaissance and route 
preparation. 

After three acclimatization climbs be
tween mid-March and mid-April, the 
cadres, trainers and climbers of the Chinese 
expedition had acquired a fair degree of 
adaptability to high altitude, explored and 

prepared a route below 8,100m. above sea 
level. Together with People's Liberation 
Army men and Tibetan people in support 
of the expedition, they carried up nearly all 
the equipment, oxygen, provisions and 
fuel necessary for the climbing and scienti
fic surveys, established high-altitude camps 
and finished other preparations for the 
assault on the summit. 

In late April, the expedition party com
mittee decided that a fourth acclimatiza
tion climb and an assault on the summit be 
made between the end of April and early 
May, in expectation of a possible brief good 
weather spell. 

Two picked assault parties set out from 
the base camp on April 24 and April 26. 
The first assault party arrived at the North 
Col camp on April 27. 

The route from the North Col to the 
camp at 7,600m. includes a stretch of ice 
and snow l .50-2km. long, with an average 
gradient of 40°. A section of this ridge, be
tween the altitudes of 7,300m. and 7,450m. 
above sea level, is in the heart of a corridor 
between the Qomolangma Feng and the , 
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North Peak, and is swept all the year round 
by biting strong gales. Since the sharp 
inclination of the slopes on both sides of 
the ridge adds to the danger of slipping, the 
climbers had to push up in a zig-zag. 

The first assault party started for the 
camp at 7,600m. on April 28. When they 
reached 7,450m. at the mouth of a wind 
funnel, they suddenly encountered wind
storms packing at least the force of a whole 
gale. The raging wind forced the climbers 
to bend double, and it became practically 
impossible to move on. They were exposed 
to the danger of frostbite and falling off the 
steep slopes. 

At the same time, the second party, 
which had reached the camp at 6,500m., 
was likewise held up by gale. 

The members of the first party were 
pressing against the wind in a dauntless 
advance, when they received a wireless 
message from the party committee of the 
expedition: "Good weather expected in 
early May; halt at once and withdraw to 
the camp at 6,000m., and stand by with the 
second party for further order". 

The two assault parties were windbound 
in the camps between 6,000m. and 7,000m. 
for three days. On May 2, the weather 
cleared and they left for the summit by 
order of the party committee. 

On May 4 and 5, seven women and 
thirty-three men climbers reached the camp 
at 8,200m., and three women and seven
teen men climbers reached the final assault 
camp at 8,600m., ready for the final assault 
on the summit on May 6 as scheduled. But 
May 6 found the area above 8,000m. hit by 
a whole gale. The party committee re
scheduled the date as May 7, after learning 
that the assault parties had been unable to 
leave the camp by 11.0 a.m. on May 7, the 
high winds remained unabated. The eager 
assaulters tried several times to leave the 
camp, but each time they were held back by 
the gusty wind. It was already their thir
teenth day at this elevation. The climbers 
were nearing the end of their physical 
resources, and their oxygen, instant food 
and fuel supply was running low. The ex
pedition party committee decided that the 
assault party withdraw to the base camp. 

The rainy season was drawing near in 
the Qomolangma Feng area and the time 
was pressing. To race against time, the 
expedition party committee decided on 
another assault in late May, and moving 
the 8,200m. camp to 8,300m., and the final 
assault camp from 8,600m. to 8,680m. 

Came the crucial assault time. The base 
camp was filled with a fervent going-to-the
battle atmosphere. The party committee 
was deluged with written pledges, applica
tions for joining in the battle, and applica
tions for joining the Chinese Communist 
Party. Meteorologists, cooks, physicians, 
transport and communications workers, 
radio operators and the support party of 
the Chinese People's Liberation Army and 
Tibetan compatriots - all were in the 
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highest of spirits and vied with each other 
to do more for the summit climbing. 

At this time, a special plane sent by the 
party central committee flew in with fresh 
vegetables and fruits from Peking. Fruits 
in hand, the mountaineers turned their 
hearts to Peking and cheered: "Long live 
the great Leader Chairman Mao!" and 
"Long live the Chinese Communist Party!" 

On May 17 and 18, two assault parties 
of three women and fifteen men set out 
under the leadership of the 29-year-old 
Tibetan climber, Sodnam Norbu, party 
branch secretary of the assault party and a 
soldier of the Chinese People's Liberation 
Army units stationed in the Tibet auto
nomous region, and Phanthog, Deputy 
Leader of the expedition. Other coaches, 
climbers and comrades at the base camp all 
offered their help, and support parties were 
formed to go together with the assault 
parties. Surmounting many hardships, the 
assault parties reached the camps at 8,300m. 
and 8,680m. on May 25. At this point, two 
women and seven men were unable to 
continue their climb on account of ex
treme fatigue. The party committee decided 
the remaining nine mountaineers make the 
final assault in two ropes by turns. 

Sodnam Norbu, Darphuntso, Kunga 
Pasang and Tsering Tobgyal formed the 
first rope, which was assigned to make the 
assault after probing and preparing the 
route to the 'Second Step' on May 26. 
Phanthog, Lotse, Hou Sheng-fu, Samdrub 
and Ngapo Khyen formed the second rope, 
which was assigned to attempt the top on 
May 27, after reaching the assault camp 
from the 8,300m. camp. 

But their plans were frustrated by a whole 
gale force wind on May 26. On the after
noon of that day, the party committee 
called an emergency meeting and decided 
that before dark the first rope must finish 
the 'Second Step' reconnaissance and route 
preparation tasks. The second rope must 
make a forced climb to reach the 8,680m. 
assault camp from 8,300m., and on May 27 
the two ropes set out for the peak simulta
neously. According to the party committee's 
decision, the two ropes of one woman and 
eight men set about their tasks at 3.30 p.m. 
Both ropes fulfilled their tasks and joined 
forces at the 8,680m. assault camp at nine 
that evening. 

At eleven in the evening, Sodnam Norub 
called an enlarged meeting of the Com
munist Party branch at the assault camp, 
and discussed the planned assault of the 
Qomolangma Feng the following day. 

At eight o'clock on the morning of 
May 27, the nine climbers eager to scale 
the world's highest peak set out for the 
summit, bringing with them ice-axes, a 
five-star red flag, a red metal surveying pole, 
film cameras, cameras and oxygen bottles. 
Without having a break and inhaling 
oxygen, they clambered for one-and-a-half 
hours at 8,000m. above sea level in the 
Qomolangma Feng area, although the air 

contained only one-third of the normal 
amount of oxygen as at sea level. At about 
9.30, after a ten-minute rest on top of the 
'Second Step', or the second major obstacle 
on the way up, they inhaled oxygen for 
two or three minutes at a flow of two to 
five litres per minute. The summiters con
tinued their clamber. A strong gale and 
wind-swept snow-drops hit the climbers. 
Hard and slippery ice slopes made their 
advance so difficult that each step required 
stupendous effort. The conditions were 
most difficult. Yet the climbers were in 
high spirits and fully confident. 

Thirty-seven-year-old Deputy Leader of 
the expedition Phanthog was a member of 
the Communist Party of China. In face of 
these difficulties, what she thought of was 
the expectations of Chairman Mao and the 
party central committee and the people 
throughout the country, and she must win 
honour for the socialist motherland and the 
Chinese women. In the course of the 
assault, she did not have one oxygen in
haling more than the men climbers, though 
she herself carried a bottle of oxygen. She 
did not lag behind the others. 

At 12.30, they were about 50-60m. from 
the world's highest peak. An almost per
pendicular ice slope blocked their advance. 
The climbers had to make a 30-40m. detour 
to the north, negotiated a rocky cliff and 
made a transversal westward. 

About one o'clock in the afternoon, the 
party was still some way below the summit 
when the climbers beheld a wave-shaped 
ice slope. 

The nine male and female Chinese 
climbers continued their difficult assault 
for another hour and more, and finally 
crowded on to the top of the world - the 
summit of the Qomolangma Feng, about 
one metre wide and a dozen metres long -
at 14.30 hours Peking time. 

Looking down eastward, with a sea of 
mountain-tops under their feet, the clim
bers seemed to visualize their comrades-in
arms at the base camp and the people of 
the whole country hailing the success. 
Filled with victorious joy and pride, the 
climbers forgot about their fatigue and 
co-operated in planting the three-metre 
high red metal surveying pole and then 
unfurled the bright five-star red flag. Then 
they posed for photographs and film
shooting. Some looked for rock specimens, 
others collected ice and snow samples, and 
still others measured the thickness of the 
snow, according to plan. In order to do the 
telemetry system electrocardiography well, 
Phanthog Jay down quietly for six or seven 
minutes on the one-metre-wide ice and 

Top right: Phanthog (front) and her comrades 
on their way for the final assault to the summit 
of Qomolangma Feng. Centre right: The heroic 
Chinese mountaineers triumphantly ascending the 
summit of Qomolangma Feng after negotiating 
steep cliffs and slopes and surmounting a host of 
difficulties. Bottom right: Shooting film on the 
summit of Qomolangma Feng 



Phanthog (37) Tibetan; Comm
unist; mother of three; Government 
official; Deputy leader. Climbs: 
Mustagh Ata (24,758ft.) and 
Konga Tiubie Tagh (24,924ft.) 

Sodnam Norbu (29) Tibetan; 
Communist; Electrician in Chinese 
Army; party branch secretary of 
summit assault group; 10 years 
climbing experience 

J 

Lotse (37) Tibetan; Communist; 
soldier; took part in 1960 Qomo
langma Expedition and the 1964 
Shisha Pangma expedition; Coach 
and deputy party branch secretary 

Hon Sheng-fu (36) Chinese (Han); 
Communist; Member of 1960 
Qomolangma Exp. and 1964 
Shisha Pangma Exp; Coach, and 
one of the sub-group leaders of 
summit assault party 
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Above: After successfully reaching the summit of Qomolangma Feng on May 27, the nine members of the Expedition erected a three-metre high red 
metal surveying pole on the summit. This invaluable photo was taken by mountaineer Darphuntso. Second from the left is Phanthog (female), deputy 
leader of the expedition 

Samdrup (23) Tibetan; Com- Darphuntso (30) Tibetan; Kunga Pasang (29) Tibetan; Tsering Tobgyal (29) 
munist; soldier; only one Communist; Motor spray- Communist; Army motor Tibetan; Communist; elec-
years climbing experience painter; Climber since 1965 platoon leader trician; ten year's climbing 

snow on the top of the world. They stayed 
for about seventy minutes at a stretch, and 
no one had one oxygen inhaling. 

At this time the base camp was resound
ing with cheers of "Long live the great 
Leader Chairman Mao!" and "Long live 
the great Communist Party of China!", 
and the beating of drums and gongs and 
the cracking of fireworks. Happy and 
excited, people hailed the great victory of 
Chairman Mao's proletarian revolutionary 
line, the fruitful achievements of the great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution and the 
Movement to Criticize Lin Piao and 
Confucius and the tremendous success of 
conquering the summit of Qomolangma 
Feng." 

SUMMARY 
Everest/Jolmo Lungma/Qomolangma Feng. 
The Chinese account of the probable second 
ascent of the North Ridge on May 27, 1975, 
by Tibetans Phanthog, Sodnam Norbu, 
Lotse, Samdrub, Darphuntso, Kunga 
Pasang, Tsering Tobgyal and Ngapo Khyen, 
and Chinese Hou Sheng-fu. 
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The Chinese Tripod. Two photographs of the 
Chinese summit tripod. Colour versions of the 
official Chinese summit photos show that the ten
foot tripod was painted red. When the British 
climbers found the tripod in September, how
ever, the structure was banked up with snow for 
two thirds of its height (right) and no sign of the 
paint remained after four months of summit 
weather 

Hgapo Khyen (21) Tibetan; 
Communist Youth League 
member; soldier 
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Carn Dearg (3,961ft), which lies three
quarters of a mile north-west of the summit 
of Ben Nevis, boasts one of the largest and 
most impressive pieces of granite in Scot
land. Luckily, it is not greatly frequented, 
probably because of a combination of its 
distance from the road and its meteorolo
gical situation: the summit of the Ben is 
exposed to an average of 261 gales a year, 
with wind velocities exceeding 50 m.p.h., 
and the average temperatures during the 
summer months barely exceed those recor
ded at the base of the mountain during 
winter; to cap it all, the summit is only clear 
for about a hundred days a year. 

As is the case with every great rock
climbing cliff, the tales surrounding the ex
ploration of the Great Buttress of Carn 
Dearg form an integral part of the apprecia
tion of the climbing. 

The Carn Dearg Buttress, as the Great 
Buttress has come to be called, was first 
climbed in 1931 when A. T. Hargreaves, 
Graham MacPhee and H. V. Hughes, an 
experienced Lakeland team, picked out the 
cliff's main line of weakness: a series of 
cracks and grooves, starting from the less 
steep left side of the buttress and running 
upwards to a deep chimney system which 
leads to the top of the crag. The climb, 
logically named Route 1, is the easiest on 
the cliff, barely exceeding Very Difficult. 
But it must have been an awesome ex
perience for the first-ascent party, particu
larly when one considers the appearance of 
Carn Dearg Buttress from the nearby C.I.C. 
Hut, where one gets an impression of hold
less slabs and overhangs giving little chance 
of retreat. Indeed, the aura of the cliff was 
such that it was ten years before anything 
further was added, and even then it was 
only a minor variation start to the existing 
route. Put up in 1941, it was the work of 
R. L. Plackett and W.W. Campbell. 

At about that time there arrived in Fort 
William a truly amazing character - the 
enigmatic Brian Kellett, a climber of great 
ability. Kellett, a conscientious objector 
assigned by the authorities to forestry work 
in the Ben Nevis area was shortly to make 

Left: Carn Dearg Buttress from above the C.I.C. 
Hut (topo on page 35). Photo: Hamish Macinnes 

his mark as one of the Ben's greatest 
pioneers, and possibly one of its most 
romantic characters. During the summers 
of 1943 and 1944, he was the originator of 
forty-one new routes and variations. Many 
of these were climbed solo, not through 
choice but because of the lack of climbing 
companions during the war years. Of his 
solo ascents, two in particular stand out: 
the 900ft. Right-Hand Route (VS) on 
Minus Two Buttress, and the 1944 Route 
on South Trident Buttress. 

The Great Buttress of CarnDearg, 
the impressive northern bastion of 
Ben Nevis, is indisputably one of 
the finest cliffs in Britain. Its 
impeccable and architecturally 
satisfying rock boasts a number of 
long and magnificent routes, 
amongst which are some of the 
best climbs in the country. 

Carn Dearg's potential has 
only been realized within the last 
twenty years, and indeed develop
ment is still going on - albeit 
at infrequent intervals. Rab 
Carrington has been closely in
volved with the later phases of 
this development, and in this 
article he unfolds the cliff's brief 
history. 

In the summer of 1943, Kellett, accom
panied by W. A . Russell, turned his atten
tion to the main section of Carn Dearg 
Buttress, the huge overhanging bastion to 
the right of Route 1. Unable to break 
through the overhangs which defend the 
lower reaches of the buttress, he was forced 
to use the same entry as Route 1. Once in
stalled on the cliff, however, he sought a 
way of reaching the imposing slabs perched 
above the black lower overhangs. He 
worked his way out along a traverse line of 
severe slabs, which would have offered little 
possibility of retreat had he been stopped 
by an unclimbable section. But luckily he 
reached the top, providing the crag with its 
second route, which was aptly if prosaically 
named Route 2. 

A year later, the mutilated bodies of 
Kellett and Margaret Forsyth (37) were 
found at the foot of Cousin's Buttress, on 
Ben Nevis. The event remains a mystery: it 
is not known what route they fell from, or 
why they fell. Kellett was just thirty when 
he met his death: he lived and died in the 
strangest of circumstances, but he made a 
great contribution to Scottish climbing and 
left a fine legacy of first ascents. 

A little known fact about Kellett is that 
shortly before he was killed he made an 
attempt to climb the route that is today 
known as Sassenach. Starting at the foot of 
the great corner in the centre of Carn Dearg 
Buttress, he climbed the steep crack in its 
left wall - today, the first pitch of Centurion. 
From there he made a rightward traverse 
across some very smooth slabs - now the 
second pitch of Bat - trying to get into the 
great chimney line which dominates the 
entire face. The attempt failed, however, as 
did others that were later made via the same 
approach; Sassenach was eventually clim
bed by a different start. 

So, as early as the mid-forties, interest 
was being shown in the line of Sassenach, 
although it was some time before anything 
was achieved. After the war, Scottish 
climbers were sorely hampered by lack of 
funds, and exploration was centred on 
easily accessible crags like the Cobbler and 
the Buachaille. It was during that period 
that the great problems of those crags were 
done: Club Crack and the Nook on the 
Cobbler, and Bluebell Grooves and Gal
lows on the Buachaille. 

But, within ten years, as money and 
transport became more readily available, 
teams were again active on Nevis . At first, 
all eyes seemed to be on the improbable 
looking central area of Carn Dearg But
tress. An Edinburgh group, led by Jimmy 
Marshall, tried to force Kellett's entry for 
Sassenach, but they too were thwarted in 
their attempts to reach the chimney line. 
They then turned their attention to the 
great corner crack rearing above Kellett's 
first pitch - the line now taken by Cen
turion. Marshall practically succeeded in 
climbing the crux overhang of this route, 
but pressure from his seconds forced him to 
descend. What a lost opportunity! 
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In the same year, another attempt was 
made to reach the Sassenach chimney, this 
time by an Aberdeen team, consisting of 
Tom Patey, Bill Brooker and Mike Taylor. 
After an abortive attempt via the Kellett 
start, they tried a different and rather novel 
approach. Coming in from the right, via 
Waterfall Gully, they traversed the steep, 
bordering wall of Carn Dearg Buttress, to 
reach the foot of the Sassenach Chimney. 
It was by then late in the day, however, and 
the party was forced to retreat when the 
flakes in the chimney started moving. There 
then ensued a really dramatic retreat. 
Unable to reverse the traverse line, the 
climbers were forced to make a harrowing 
abseil over the unknown overhangs into the 
darkness below. 

That summer, in Chamonix, Marshall 
bumped into Whillans and Brown and told 
them about the amazing chimney line on 
Carn Dearg Buttress. The English team 
rose to the bait: in the April of the follow
ing year they were on the Ben and, with 
conditions too mild for ice-climbing, they 
turned their attention to the buttress. Re
jecting the traverse entries, they tackled the 
problem direct. Following a slanting crack
line, Brown led up to the underside of a 
large roof over which Patey had been 
swinging madly in the previous year. Pro
gress was brought to a halt at the roof, until 
Brown decided to resort to aid. But, by the 
time he was hanging in slings from the lip, 
he was too tired to continue, and the pair 
were forced to retreat. The next day, they 
returned to the fray and quickly reached the 
roof. Here, Whillans took over the lead, 
and soon found himself at the last sling. 
The ensuing struggle is best described in 
his own words : 

" ... the only holds were small, slanting 
grooves leaning awkwardly to the left. I 
got my right leg jammed in the crack, 
foot tapping against the chockstone, and 
levered myself so that I could see the rock 
above. Stretching my right hand, I grip
ped the top of a V-shaped block. I was 
just preparing to put my full weight on it, 
when I felt it move. Like lightning, I 
jammed my leg even further into the 
crack. Carefully I tested the block again. 
It was either that or nothing. I decided it 
probably wouldn't pull out any further 
and, before I could have any second 
thoughts, I put my weight on it. A couple 
of moves to the left on the sloping holds 
and the pitch was finished." 
And so a great pitch and a great route 

were climbed, although it was unfortunate 
that aid had to be used after so many 
attempts to find a free entry. Nevertheless, 
it is a magnificent route: it tackles the but-

Right: Bob Burns bridged after completing the 
crux moves of The Bat. This is the point at which 
Smith and Haston had their epic adventures 
described in "The Bat and the Wicked". Photo, 
and other uncredited photos in this article: 
Ken Wilson 
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Left: Two views of Sassenach. The top photo 
shows the overhang on the second pitch, with the 
leader, in slings, contemplating the difficult free 
moves that follow. The lower photo depicts one 
of the main chimney pitches. 

tress at one of its strongest points, and 
climbs straight up to the summit. 

On the second ascent, Mike O'Hara and 
a Cambridge party cleaned out the dan
gerously loose Sassenach Chimney, which 
had previously deterred Patey and com
pany; in doing so, they came near to killing 
themselves with the large flakes they dis
lodged. 

The main face of Carn Dearg Buttress is 
split by three mighty corners; two of these, 
the one on the left and the one on the right, 
were the subject of attention relatively early 
in the cliff's history. The right-hand corner 
forms Sassenach Chimney. The left-hand 
one, a huge, right-facing, open-book forma
tion, cuts its way directly through the lower 
overhangs and finally loses itself in the slabs 
high on the face. As noted before, this 
corner received attention in 1944 when 
Kellett climbed its first pitch to begin his 
traverse into Sassenach. Then, in 1953, 
Marshall almost finished the second pitch, 
but his seconds got cold feet and refused to 
let him continue. Three years later, Whil
lans returned to wreak further havoc on 
the Scottish crags. Partnered this time by 
Bob Downes, he climbed his way up 
directly through the great overhangs and 
slabs which guard this central section of 
the buttress. The result, Centurion, was a 
great achievement; not only did it take the 
most obvious line up the cliff, but it was 
done without recourse to aid. A week later, 
Whillans completed his trilogy on Carn 
Dearg, by putting up The Shield on the 
extreme right of the very steep western 
wall of the buttress. 

It was also on this bulging wall that the 
next bout of new route activity was seen. 
In 1959, at a time when much fine free
climbing was being done in Glencoe, and 
routes like Shibboleth and Yo-Yo were be
ing put up, Hamish Mcinnes and Ian 
Clough were sniffing out new routes at the 
foot of Carn Dearg, when they spotted the 
very steep crack line which soars up the 
magnificent right-bounding wall of the crag. 
Having forced their way up with two pitches 
of more or less artificial climbing, they 
found themselves in the upper reaches of 
Sassenach. Titan's Wall, as they called it, 
may not appeal to everyone's idea of fair 
play, but it must give a very fine feeling of 
exposure in a spectacularly airy situation. 
The first pitch has since been climbed com
pletely free, and the second looks eminently 
feasible, but the route remains largely un
frequented. t 

During the late 'fifties, the Kinloss 
Mountain Rescue Team was very active in 
the Fort William area, particularly on Poll
dubh Crags. Throughout the spring and 
late summer of 1959, members of the team 

tried out their skills on the virgin rock of 
Carn Dearg Buttress. Two of the group, 
Terry Sullivan and Nev Collingham, diver
ted themselves with a route close to Kellett's 
Route 2. The result, The Shadow, is basic
ally a variation on Route 2, but makes 
more sense as the obvious winter line 
crossing the face. 

But this climb was completely over
shadowed by the great event of that summer 
- the ascent of the last remaining groove 
line on the face. This lurking, hanging 
corner lies between the great open-book 
formation of Centurion and the black slit 
of Sassenach Chimney, and its ascent by 
Robin Smith and Dougal Haston at last 
allowed Scottish climbers to raise their 
heads when Carn Dearg was mentioned: 
no longer would it be a Scottish cliff with 
only English routes. 

One of the biggest problems faced by 
anyone attempting a new line on Carn 
Dearg Buttress is how to effect an entry 
from the ground through the initial band 
of overhangs which guard the foot of the 
cliff. The entry used by Haston and Smith 
was the one pioneered by Kellett fifteen 
years before. Climbing the crack in the left 
wall of Centurion to the platform, they then 
stepped into the corner and crossed the 
smooth slab in a traverse line leading to
wards Sassenach. Here, a short abseil 
brought Smith to the foot of a hanging 
groove, which led to a stance overlooking 
Sassenach. Above this lurks the Hoodie 
Groove, an ugly little thing which at first 
glance appears completely innocuous. This 
was Haston's pitch and, as soon as he 
stepped into it, he discovered how deceptive 
first impressions can be. The groove seemed 
to lean and twist, doing everything possible 
to eject Haston. Finally, after much scrab
bling and the use of a sling on a tiny 
nubbin of rock, Haston deposited himself 
at the foot of the crux corner - a filthy, 
damp, overhanging corner crack, which ran 
up and disappeared over an overhang. 
Smith had a go, and reached the overhang 
with ease, but there he got stuck. Several 
short sorties resulted only in a wedge* at 
the lip of the overhang, and a request to be 
lowered off. 

The day was getting old, but Haston was 
young and he set off to do what his mentor 
couldn't. He got round the overhang with 
aid from the wedge*, and from there he 
spotted a grassy ledge 25ft. above. He set 
off with great determination, for there was 
a tremendous mood of competition brood-

tThe route is believed to have been climbed completely free 
by the Heyes twins, but we have been unable to verify this. 

•Smith's and Haston's accounts of the climb differ at this 
point: each says that the other put in the wedge. Ed. 

Right: Various views of Centurion. The main 
(second) pitch is shown in the two left-hand 
photos; in the lower one the leader is surmounting 
the crux. The three right-hand pictures are a 
sequence on the easier third and fourth pitches. 
Photos: Klaus Schwartz, Chris Boning/on, Jan 
Sykes and Dave Lance/ey 





Above: A sequence of pictures of The Bat. The 
climb leaves Centurion by a tricky slab and over
lap pitch (left), and continues along an easy ramp 
(top centre). After a further difficult pitch, the 
Hoodie Groove arrives (bottom centre), with 
Sassenach close on the right. The next pitch is 
the big corner (two photos on right-hand page 
and centrespread). After this the difficulties ease, 
and several pitches of entertaining but straight
forward climbing (extreme right) lead to the top. 

ing between the two climbers. This is barely 
veiled in Smith's description of what hap
pened next: 

"Now Dougal is a bit thick and very 
bold, he never stopped to think. He puts 
bits of left arm and leg in the crack and 
the rest of him over the right wall and 
beat the rock ferociously and moved up 
in staccato shuffles out of the sling and up 
the corner. I shifted uneasily upon my 
slab ... making eyes at my two little 
piton belays. As Dougal neared his ledge 
he was slowing down but flailing all the 
more, left fingers clawing at grass in the 
crack and right leg scything moss on the 
wall. I pulled down the sleeves of my 
jersey and took a great grip of the ropes. 
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Then there came a sort of squawk as 
Dougal found that his ledge was not. He 
got a hand on it, but it all sloped. 
Rattling sounds came from his throat or 
nails or something. In his last throes, 
trying to bridge, he threw his right foot 
at a straw away out on the right wall. 
Then his fingers went to butter. It began 
under control as a bit of news: 'I'm off,' 
but it must have been caught in the wind, 
for it grew like a wailing siren to a blood
curdling scream, as a black and bat-like 
shape came hurtling over the roof with 
legs splayed like webbed wings and hands 
hooked like a vampire. I flattened my 
ears and curled up rigid into a bristling 
ball, then I was lifted off my slab and 
rose five feet in the air until we met head 
to foot and buffered to a stop hanging 
from the runners at the roof. I could have 
sworn that his teeth were fangs and his 
eyes were big red orbs. We lowered our
selves to the slab and there we sat in a 
swound while the shadows grew." 

Eventually they retreated, first into Sas
senach and then abseiling down over the 
overhangs into the blackness of the night. 

A week later, having returned from dole
collecting in the city, the pair once again 
found themselves beneath the oppressive 
corner crack. Smith, who was in the lead 
once more, was standing on the wooden 
wedge surveying the rock above, when -
crack! - the wedge came out and he was 
left hanging from the rope like some mal
formed tarantula. Eventually, persistence 
paid off and, with the use of two pegs, he 
got above Dougal's luckless ledge and on to 
safer ground. But, as always seems to have 
been the case with Smith, night fell before 
the top was reached, so the pair groped 
their way up the last pitches of Sassenach 
in the flitting moonlight. The route was 
finished the next weekend and entitled the 
Bat, in deference to the various swoopings 
out of the corner and the amount of night 
climbing involved. 

So, in a meagre five years, the three 
major lines on Carn Dearg Buttress suc
cumbed, after thirty-odd years of flirtation. 
But the conquest had not been made with
out strong reistance, for two of the three 
lines had involved the use of artificial aids. 
The next developments, however, were of 



an altogether different character, 
first of these was an elegant route put up by 
Jimmy Marshall. Jimmy was not one to go 
struggling and heaving in overhanging 
cracks and corners; using the techniques he 
had practised with such success on the 
Etive Slabs, he strung together a series of 
beautiful slab pitches, to produce The Bull
roar. The climb links the left-hand side of 
the crag with the right, crossing Centurion, 
then The Bat, and finally reaching Sassenach 
before following a series of grooves leading 
to the top. 

The next day, Ian Clough arrived at the 
crag, accompanied by Keith Sutcliffe. In 
three days the pair put up three new routes. 
Two of these, Orgy and High Girdle, were 
traverses of the face, taken at a level close 
to Route 2. More important, however, was 
the third route, Mourning Slab, aptly 
named in accordance with its weeping 
nature. This short, 300ft. route follows the 
extreme left edge of the wall by means of a 
dank and greasy corner. The climb gained 
its notoriety through its winter ascent in 
1965 by Knight and Bathgate. Every winter, 
the weeping nature of the rock leads to the 

formation of a magnificent plaque of ice -
The Curtain - which drapes the whole face 
at this point. When it was first climbed, the 
second pitch of The Curtain was a tour de 
force of solid step-cutting and screwing, as 
the climbers worked their way backwards 
and forwards through the dripping ice 
bulges. Nowadays, with ice hammers and 
other 'modern' ice-climbing paraphernalia, 
The Curtain has become merely a nice 
afternoon's exercise in front-pointing on 
steep ice. 

In June 1962, the indefatigable Marshall 
returned to his favourite haunt, and this 
time left Shield Direct as his visiting card. 
This relatively unknown climb ascends the 
very steep corner to the right of Titan's 
Wall. Several pegs were required for aid to 
overcome the roof which bars the way to 
the upper corner. The latter then leads up 
to join Whillans's route, The Shield. 

It was also during that summer that the 
Creagh Dhu at last managed to make their 
mark on the Ben. Why they hadn't done so 
before is a bit of an enigma, but it may have 
been because their attention was diverted 
to routes on Slime Wall on the Buachaille 
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and the recent developments on Aonach 
Dubh and the Etive Slabs. The Friday be
ginning the Glasgow Fair fortnight saw a 
strong C.D.M.C. contingent at the C.I.C. 
Hut. There were three of them - 'Big' John 
McLean, Willie Smith and Willie Gordon -
and they had eyes for one thing only, the 
groove line lying just to the left of Cen
turion . A few weeks previously, McLean 
and Smith has been on the Ben and made 
short work of Bull roar, adding a new direct 
start which was reputedly very difficult, so 
they were keyed up and fit for the new 
route. 

McLean started off up the smooth hold
less groove just to the left of Centurion. He 
bridged his way up delicately until he was 
hunched under the small overhang that 
closes off the groove. Some very delicate 
manoeuvring enabled him to get into a lay
back position, and he pulled round the 
overhang and into the groove above. Fur
ther thin unprotected bridging up the still 
steep groove brought him to a ledge. 
Twenty-five feet above, the groove was 
completely blocked by a huge overhang 
stretching right across into Centurion. 
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With some ingenious route-finding - prob
ably on the part of Willie Smith - the party 
managed to reach the top of the groove and 
then stepped awkwardly up and on to the 
slab bounding the groove on its left. Pro
tection was non-existent, and the descend
ing traverse of the slab proved harrowingly 
thin. At the end of the traverse, an over
hanging chimney led up to a small stance 
at the foot of the great sweep of slabs 
crossed by Bullroar. The Glaswegians 
pushed their route directly up the centre of 
the slabs, encountering extreme difficulty in 
surmounting the overlaps between each tier 
of slabs. Three pitches on the slabs brought 
them out on to the Route 2 traverse line, 
where they cut back leftwards to challenge 
the final section of the buttress at its 
steepest point. A devious route through 
scoops and slabs brought them to the foot 
of a formidably steep, black corner. The 
crux of the climb, this was finally overcome 
with a fine piece of climbing by Willie 
Smith, who nevertheless needed the assis
tance of an aid peg. The route, Torro, was 
worthy of the Creagh Dhu: it is probably 
the hardest on the buttress, and it didn't 

Below: Two views of the early slab pitches on 
The Bullroar. The inset photo is taken looking 
down from the same viewpoint as the upper photo. 
In this bigger photo, the leading team is just 
crossing Tarro, and the next pitch leads into 
Centurion. Photos: Martin Burrows-Smith (inset) 
and Al Morgan (photomontage). 



Above: Looking steeply up the cliff 
from the start of Centurion. Tarro 
and Cowslip take the slabs and 
grooves on the left, and King Kong 
weaves a line up the sunlit buttress 
on the right. 

Routes on Carn Dearg 

1. Route 1 
2. Route 2 
3. The Shadow 
4. The Bui/roar 
5. Cowslip 
6. Tarro 
7. Centurion 
8. King Kong 
9. The Bat 
JO. Sassenach 
11. Titan's Wall 
12. Shield Direct 
13. High Girdle 
14. Mourning Slab 
15. P.M. 
16. The Orgy 

VD 
s 

vs 
VS (HVS) 
VS (XS) 
VS (XS) 
VS (HVS) 
VS (XS) 
VS (XS) 
VS (HVS) 
VS (XS) 
VS (HVS) 
s 

vs 
vs 
vs 

The lines of some of the routes 
are approximate only. 
Grades in brackets are the 
normally accepted English/ Welsh 
grades of the routes, where 
known. 
Girdle traverses are marked with 
broken lines, and important 
variations are indicated by the 
letter a. 
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receive a second ascent for six years. 
At about this time, the middle of the 

'sixties, the Edinburgh Squirrels were active, 
and none more so than 'Wee' Brian 
Robertson, whose dream it was to climb a 
new route on Carn Dearg. At the beginning 
of September, 1964, a strange group came 
together in the C.I.C. Hut: it consisted of 
Brian Robertson, Fred Harper and, oddly 
enough, an interloper, a Glaswegian from 
the Etive C.C., called Jimmy 'The Weed' 
Graham. Under the direction of Robertson 
they set off for the foot of Centurion. The 
route envisaged was an intricate line pick
ing its way through the overlaps on the 
slabs to the right of Centurion, and then 
following grooves and corners through to 
the top of the buttress. 

The trio climbed the first pitch of Cen
turion, then embarked on some extremely 
strange and devious route-finding. Travers
ing out of the corner on the slab under the 
one traversed by The Bat, Robertson roped 
down on to an even lower slab, which he 
continued to traverse to the foot of an open 
corner. Climbing this with the aid of a peg, 
the trio reached the traverse line of The Bat, 
which was then reversed to a large block 
belay. (Nowadays people tend to avoid 
these contortions by following the second 
pitch of The Bat, thereby dispensing with the 
rigmarole of abseiling and aid-climbing.) 
From this point, Robertson led out an 
intricate pitch which wove its way through 
the interlocking overlaps immediately above 
the stance. A short traverse right then 
brought him to the foot of a smooth groove 
leading on to the slabs above. Two pitches 
later, the climbers found themselves at the 
foot of a very steep crack line capped by an 
overhang. They approached this formation 
with trepidation, but the situation resolved 
itself when an easy traverse line was re
vealed just before the crack ended, allowing 
an exit on to easier ground. Above Route 2, 
Robertson took an intricate course through 
overhanging cracks, roofs and corners; the 
exact line here is still uncertain, but the 
guts of the route lay below, as King Kong. 

On the attempted second ascent of this 
route, John Cunningham and Con Higgins 
went astray on the second overlap on the 
pitch after The Bat traverse, and ended up 
pioneering a new way up the slabs to the 
steep crack. This variation required several 
points of aid and, as in the case of King 
Kong itself, the actual line of ascent is 
fairly vague. The 'true' second ascent of 
King Kong reduced the aid from the 
original dozen pegs to one protection peg, 
but the climb was done via the Bat entry 
and it is possible that the wrong line was 
taken above Route 2. 

The last route to be put up in the 'sixties 
was the work of Ian Clough, this ' time 
partnered by an east coast climber from 
Fife - George Farquhar. The route, P.M., 
lies slightly to the right of Clough's earlier 
climb, Mourning Slab. 

At the end of the decade there was a lull. 
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The burning lights of Scottish climbing in 
the early 'sixties were beginning to gutter 
and fade, and new routes were scarce. But 
the period of quiescence allowed for the 
evolution of fresh groups of climbers. The 
Edinburgh Squirrels acquired a much 
needed pick-me-up in the form of Kenny 
Spence and Johnny Porteous, while in 
Glasgow a group of kids, nicknamed 'the 
Dumbarton Lads', were strengthening their 
fingers and improving their techniques on 
the unrelenting Dumbarton Rock. Of this 
group, the most dedicated were 'Big' Ian 
Nicolson, John Jackson, 'Wee' Ian Fulton 
and Rab Carrington. 

By the end of the 'sixties, this team was 
to be seen in the 'Coe, operating from the 
dark and dingy dosses of Altnafeidh or the 
Squirrel's Drey, but climbing the hallowed 
lines on Slime Wall, the North Face of 
Aonach Dubh and the Trapeze Face of the 
East Buttress on Aonach Dubh. They paid 
occasional visits to the Ben, though, where 
they made early ascents of all the newer 
routes on Carn Dearg, almost always re
ducing the aid. By the 'seventies, therefore, 
Bullroar, King Kong and The Bat had all 
been climbed free; the aid on Torro had 
been reduced to one peg, and the chock
stone which had given Whillans such 
palpitations on the second pitch of Sassen
ach was finally and unexpectedly pulled out 
by Johnny Porteous. 

There remained one obvious feature on 
Carn Dearg Buttress which still hadn't been 
climbed - the Weep. The Weep isn't a rock 
feature, it is a vast streak of black gunge 
which emanates from a huge clump of moss 
on the traverse line of Route 2, then oozes 
its way down over slabs and overlaps, be
fore finally drying up sixty feet from the 
foot of the crag. The line had been noted 
for years, and had even been prematurely 
named 'Cowslip'. But conditions had never 
really been dry enough for a proper attempt. 
In 1967, Con Higgins and Rab Carrington 
tried it, but were forced back from the 
second pitch, when a steep slab that had to 
be crossed was found to be completely 
soaked and impassable. Three years later, 
Carrington returned, this time with Big Ian 
Nicolson, both now representatives of the 
Creagh Dhu. It was April, the weather was 
mild, and the Weep was completely dry -
possibly still frozen from the winter. The 
climb started just to the left ofTorro, taking 
a smooth groove which ran up leftwards to 
a tiny stance beneath a bank of overhangs. 
Above lay the pitch that had stopped 
Higgins in 1967, but this time the rock was 
bone dry. Carrington led up into a steep 
groove and awkwardly gained the slab on 
the left. A delicate, toe-tapping traverse to 
the left took him to an overlap which barred 
the way on to the upper slab. Laybacking 
rightwards, he reached the lowest point of 
the overlap. Above, there were only two 
tiny grips for purchase: 

"Heaving up on these, I just managed to 
get my left hip on the upper slab. Then, 

Top right: Three views of Shield Direct, showing 
the first pitch, with Titan's Wall on the left, and 
the aid moves on the second pitch. Bottom right: 
The difficult first p[tch of Torro. Martin Boysen 
is seen approaching the first overhanging wall 
(left), and the other two photos depict the 5b 
climbing that follows. Photos: Al Morgan and 
John Mothersele 

with a bit of a soft-shoe-shuffle, I had my 
right PA where my hand had been. All 
that was left was for me to transfer my 
weight on to my right foot and balance 
my way into a standing position." 

But the situation above was scarcely better. 
The slab he now found himself on was 
barely four feet wide, and another overlap 
was crowding him from above. There 
appeared to be two possibilities ahead, but, 
with protection almost nil, neither of them 
appealed to him: 

"With an ingenuity born through fear, I 
managed to wangle in a couple of tatty 
5mm. runners. In front of me lay the 
black, overhanging corner I was hoping 
to climb. Padding up the slab a bit, I got 
a mucky finger-hold in the depths of the 
corner. This allowed me to get my feet 
right up to the roof. The position was 
precarious: the fingers of my left hand, 
jammed in the corner, were holding my 
arching body to the rock, while my right 
hand was groping for a hold on the lip. 
One last push and my fingers curled 
round an edge; luckily it was good, be
cause my feet came off almost at once, 
leaving me flailing in space, hanging on 
by my fingers. A quick heave and I 
landed on the ledge like some floundering 
porpoise." 
The route now joined the well-trodden 

slabs of the middle of the cliff. From the 
traverse line of Route 2, a delicate rib 
brought them up underneath the huge roof 
which dominates that whole area. This 
great, holdless overhang put paid to their 
hopes of forcing a direct line up that part 
of the crag; a traverse right took them to 
rotten rock overlooking the final pitches of 
Torro. Eventually, they had to content 
themselves with veering off leftwards to 
meet up with P.M., which they followed to 
the slabs above the overhang and finally to 
the top. 

And that brings us to the present day, 
for nothing extra has been added to the 
buttress in the past five years. What little 
activity there has been on the Ben has 
centred on Coire na Ciste, where some 
very fine routes have been done on Central 
Trident Buttress, No. 3 Gully Buttress and 
No. 5 Gully Buttress. And in all honesty, I 
must say that I am glad: I would hate to 
see the Great Buttress go the way that 
Cloggy has gone, with every square foot 
climbed on. I even find myself wondering 
whether I should have this article published! 

SUMMARY 
Scotland. Ben Nevis: Carn Dearg Buttress. A 
historical survey of one of the great cliffs of 
Britain. 





Above: The South Face of Disteghil Sar. The Austrians skirted above the big ice-cliff on the extreme left, and followed crevassed slopes to the site of their highest camp, on the 
skyline at the foot of the upper snowfield. They then continued to the summit, by climbing the face just picked out by the sun. Photo: Alfred Gregory 

Disteghil Sar (25,868ft) represents the 
culmination point of the Hispar Mustagh 
(Karakoram). In 1957, this impressive 
mountain became the objective of a 
British-Italian expedition under Alfred 
Gregory. After a flight to Gilgit, the 
Khiang Glacier was reached by way of 
Chait - Nagar - Hispar. The route which 
seemed to offer the best chance of success 
led up the steep southern precipices to the 
South-West Col, though parts of it were 
threatened by avalanches. Camp 1 was 
indeed destroyed by one of them, while 
two others came very close to reaching 
Base Camp. The advance team did never
theless attain a height of about 21,300ft, 
before the attempt had to be abandoned 
due to atrocious weather conditions and 
the continuing avalanche danger. 

1959 brought a Swiss expedition on the 
scene under the leadership of Raymond 
Lambert, the well-known mountain-guide 
and Himalayan veteran from Geneva. With 
his good friend Tensing Bhotia - now 
Tenzing Norgay - he had reached the 
highest point on Everest during the Swiss 
pre-monsoon attempt of 1952. This time 
Lambert's objective was the terribly long 
South-East Ridge of Disteghil Sar, which 
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required a vast number of high camps. 
Again the men ran into frightful weather, 
and the expedition failed to push on beyond 
23,000ft. 

) 

A small Austrian party under Wolfgang 
Stefan took up the challenge in 1960. 
Others in the team were Diether Marchart, 
Gotz Mayr, Herbert Raditschnig (Kurt 

The world's highest mountains, by 
G.O. and Norman Dyhrenfurth 

Diemberger's brother-in-law) and Gi.inther 
Starker. To do away with a long line of 
high camps - and in view of the very 
limited usefulness of local porters on such 
difficult terrain - this compact and highly 
mobile team chose the shorter but steeper 
southern flank of the mountain. The route 
kept to the left of the British line of 1957, 
to stay clear of some of the more obvious 
avalanche paths. 

By May 21, Base Camp (14,800ft) was 
adequately stocked and occupied, but 
heavy storms buried everything under 
several feet of snow. It would seem that the 
expedition had reached its mountain rather 
early that year. Frequent snowfall and 
generally wintry conditions presented 
serious problems. When the weather cleared 
at last, Camp 1 (18,800ft) was placed on a 
narrow shelf in the glaciated face, directly 
above a steep ice-couloir, safe from 
avalanches thanks to the protective shield 
of a huge gendarme. The next day, after 
another storm, Herbert Raditschnig and 
Diether Marchart - at 20, the youngest 
member of the team - tackled the steep ice
barrier above the camp, cutting a long line 
of steps and securing the route with fixed 
ropes. Camp 2 was then placed on a fairly 
safe snow-spur at 21,300ft., after much hard 
work and the use of rope-ladders. Heavy 
load-carrying, insufficient acclimatization, 
dehydration, almost nightly snowstorms 
and extreme cold took their toll and caused 
severe fatigue among the climbers. 

June 7 was a day of much-needed rest 
at Camp 2. Expedition leader Wolfgang 
Stefan reports in Berge der Welt: 

" . .. Our plans call for an early start to 



push the route towards the ridge. It is 
still dark when we fasten our crampons 
and rope up. Gotz and Herbert have 
already left, but before we get going, they 
are back. 'It's too damn cold!' mutters 
Herbert, before they crawl back in the 
tent. While Giinther finds the deep 
powder very heavy going, our toes grow 
numb. Diether is the first to head for 
home. Soon my hands and feet have Jost 
all feeling. 'We must go back,' I tell 
Giinther, who seems rather put out. For 
more than an hour I massage my toes 
and fingers. When we are ready to make 
a second start, the sun is high above the 
horizon. Negotiating that steep slope 
above Camp is back-breaking work. 
Every foot gained is a huge effort. Our 
rucksacks, complete with everything 
necessary for setting up Camp 3, seem 
to weigh a ton . . . . The altimeter 
shows 22,500ft. A small moat cuts 
through the final expanse of whiteness 
which separates us from the crest. We 
burrow our way through bottomless, 
dry powder to a point just below the 
crevasse. With a belay from Herbert, 
Geitz moves gingerly across a precarious 
snow bridge, then struggles with infinite 
slowness up the steep slope beyond. 
The climb requires every ounce of our 
remaining strength, we don't even notice 
the magnificent panorama around us 
nor the overwhelming view below. 'No 
more rope!' Welcome relief for all. 
Totally exhausted, we collapse in our 
steps. Leaning against the high-angle 

slope, we get a brief rest and gasp for air. 
Then there is the ridge - 23 ,000ft ! The 

view north is unobstructed, with its 
countless mountain ranges in Sinkiang
China. No words are spoken. We are 
far above all earthly life, as if no longer 
part of this world. 6.0 p.m. ! The cold is 
intense, we must put up the tents .. .. 
After a restless night we doze until late 
in the morning. Today is the 9th of 
June. We are anything but resolute as 
we look out of our tents. It isn't as clear 
as in the days just past, the weather seems 
to worsen. At 9.30 Giinther and Diether 
decide to make a bid for the summit, 
but another hour passes before they have 
laced up their boots and finished dress
ing. Every move at this altitude requires 
much time and a tremendous struggle 
with one's own inertia. With out best 
wishes our friends leave at last. 
Threatening clouds move in from the 
south. By 3 o'clock Giinther and Diether 
have reached the base of the rocky 
summit pyramid. Shrouds of fog drift 
around the peak and hide them from 
our view. Hours of anxious waiting. 
Evening approaches, it is dark, and still 
they haven't returned .... 
. . . . We try to hide our unrest and 
growing concern from each other. 
9.30 P.M. ! Suddenly we hear voices 
outside, tear open the tents : In the 
uncertain light our two friends appear 
unreal, almost supernatural. 
'We were on top by 6.0' was the caustic 
explanation for their late return. A 

fleeting smile of fulfilment and joy 
lights up two deeply lined, tired faces . 
The summit! .... " 
The weather collapsed. The next day 

they barely reached Camp 2, where the 
men had to spend two storm-swept nights. 
The entire retreat from the mountain 
turned into a grim struggle for survival, 
in weather and snow conditions that were 
the worst one can possibly imagine. The 
summit team had suffered serious frost
bite, each step was sheer agony, their 
wooden fingers were unable to hold on to 
an ice-axe. Faced with starvation at Camp 
1, where another two miserable nights were 
spent, the men fought their way down to 
Base with complete disregard for the 
constant danger from threatening ava
lanches. The six days it took from Base to 
Gilgit were no bed of roses for Starker 
and Marchart and, despite conservative 
treatment of their frostbitten extremities, 
both men required hospitalization and 
amputation of several fingers and toes. 

Thus ended a hard-fought, highly suc
cessful battle, to which Diether Marchart 
had made a major contribution. One of 
the outstanding Austrian climbers of his 
generation, he fell to his death on August 
27, 1962, while making a solo attempt on 
the Eiger North Face. There were no 
immediate eye-witnesses to the accident. 
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THE 
H,1 I N<Y 
INTERVI 
The second part of our interview with Sir 
Edmund Hillary - continued from Mountain 45 

Can we turn now to the Trans-Antarctic 
Expedition? How did you become involved 
with Vivian Fuchs and his plans? 

George Lowe took me to see Bunny Fuchs, 
at his request, when I was on my way back 
from the Himalaya. We met in London, and 
Bunny at once started explaining his plans 
for crossing Antarctica. He'd obviously ex
plained them to a thousand people before, 
but he was imbued with a great enthusiasm 
for the trip, and it sounded quite a good 
project to me. But I couldn't help wonder
ing why he was taking all that trouble to 
interest me. I could see no particular 
reason for it. It wasn't until I realized that 
it was vital to his project to involve the 
New Zealand government, to have them 
put in the £50,000 cost for the establish
ment of Scott base, that I saw why he 
wanted to interest me. Yet, even at this 
early stage, Bunny asked if I would con
sider leading the party from Scott Base, if 
the whole thing came off. I very much 
doubt if I even gave an answer to this, 
because it seemed so unlikely that I would 
go. 

Was that because the Antarctic seemed an 
incongruous project to you, as a moun
taineer? 

No, not incongruous by any means. New 
Zealanders feel close to Antarctica. It's 
part of our back-yard, you might say. And 
all the great explorers of Antarctica have 
gone through New Zealand, which is why 
there are statues of Scott all over the place. 
The reason I didn't consider it at the time 
was that I had projects of my own planned. 
There was also the fact that Bunny's 
personality was so completely different to 
mine. He was a dour scientist, and he 
continually stressed the scientific impor
tance of the crossing. To me, it's got to be 
a bit of a lark. As an adventurer, it's the 
challenge that interests me. Bunny refused 
to concede that the adventurous side was in 
any way important. He felt it was entirely 
a scientific operation, and was important 
only for that reason. 

But he must have been pretty adventurous, 
despite what he said. 

Of course he was. Bunny just felt a need to 
use different terms to justify it. He con-
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stantly stressed the scientific motivation of 
the thing, and that's why he's an FRS now. 
Really, he was as big an adventurer as any 
of us. He wasn't doing it for its scientific 
value. As a matter of fact, the scientific 
worth of the trip is seriously contested now, 
at least by the Americans. 

What scientific research was done? 

They were interested in testing the depth 
of the ice, by letting off explosions and 
recording the seismic shock waves. In a 
sense, they were mapping the land be
neath the ice, and they went about it very 
methodically. 

You seemed to take your position as leader 
of the New Zealand group very seriously, 
at least as far as training and preparation 
were concerned. 

I learnt a lot on the trip we took to Antarc
tica the year before the main show got 
under way. We made all sorts of mistakes -
like unloading gear on pack ice, only to 
have the ice break up with the gear on it. 
When we arrived, it became perfectly clear 
that half the people on the expedition had 
never driven a car before. One bloke backed 
his Weasel over the top of a laden sledge, 
because he'd put her in the wrong gear. I 
had no intention of allowing anything like 
that to happen on my expedition. I got the 
whole of my team out on the Tasman 
Glacier, back in New Zealand, and had 
them all drive the Ferguson tractors. Every
one had a run with the dogs, and everyone 
camped out, to become familiar with the 
basic routines. 

When did you get the idea of using Ferguson 
tractors? 

It was while we were on our way back from 
the initial trip to Antarctica. We couldn't 
afford to buy Snocats, and wouldn't have 
been allowed to, so the idea came up of 
converting farm tractors into snow vehicles, 
by putting tracks on them. 

Was it also at that point that you thought it 
might be possible to go for the pole? 

That's right. I thought we could probably 
do everything we were supposed to do, and 
perhaps have a shot at the pole. 

Where did you acquire your tractors? 

I managed to get three donated by the New 
Zealand agent for Ferguson, and two from 
the British. We got the tracks from Ike 

Neskin, in Norway, and modified them 
greatly ourselves. 

What did you do about weather-proofing 
them? 

We built some crummy cabins, which at 
least kept the wind off. 

How arduous was the driving? 

It was damned arduous, and cold as hell. I 
tried to get enough drivers to be able to 
switch around, but on the pole push we 
had three tractors and four people. It 
worked out something like six hours on, 
and two off. I knew we would have to have 
a place to get warm when we stopped, so 
we built a little hut out of very simple 
materials, put it on skis, and dragged it 
behind as our caboose. We swiped a hot 
air blower from the Americans for our 
heater; when we stopped, we'd jack the 
thing up and get the interior really warm. 

So it wasn't much more than a small 
workman's hut? 

It was just a little shack, but we had a radio 
in it and we ran the whole expedition from 
there on the way south. We'd call Scott 
Base a couple of times a day. 

The plan you worked out with Fuchs called 
for a scientific programme, mapping, and 
the establishment of depots. 

Yes, but in a different order. The first 
priority was to set up the depots with fuel 
and supplies for Fuchs's team as they came 
across. The original plan was to go up the 
Ferrar Glacier, which would have been a 
very direct route on to the polar plateau, 
but this proved impossible. The glacier was 
a chaotic place; we were supposed to set 
up a base on that side of McMurdo Sound, 
but that also proved out of the question, 
because there was nowhere to land an 
aircraft. We changed the site of the camp 
to the other side of McMurdo Sound, on 
Ross Island, but we still didn't have a route 
up on to the polar plateau. It just happened 
that one of our members, Bennie Gunn, 
had made a flight with the Americans the 
year before and had seen another glacier -
the Skelton Glacier - going up from the 
Ross Ice Shelf, and he commented that it 
didn't look too bad. So John Clayton and 
I took a flight up that way, and it provided 
us with a solution, because the more I 
looked, the more I was convinced that we 
could get up there. 



Presumably you were checking the crevasse 
systems and the incline. 

That's right. It was plastered with crevasses, 
but it was a broad glacier and it seemed to 
me that we would be able to wind a way 
through. So we sent two dog teams up, and 
they got through. They weren't sure that 
the tractors would get through, but they 
certainly did, so before winter arrived we 
flew in quite a large depot to the top of the 
glacier. In other words, we decided that' 
that was going to be the route. 

Which meant, of course, that it was also the 
one that Fuchs would have to come down. 

That's right. I chose the route and set up 
his depots. Fuchs could have got to the top 
of the Ferrar Glacier okay, but then he 
would have had to abandon his vehicles 
and fly down, so he wouldn't have com
pleted the crossing. 

So, once you found this route, you could see 
your task being completed. 

I was convinced that once we'd got the 
tractors up the damn thing, everything 
would be fine. But I think I was the only 
person on my expedition, and in the 
American expedition over on Hut Point, 
who was confident in the view. Even the 
blokes who were going with me had grave 
doubts about it. 

Were there lots of nasty holes about? 

It did look very dangerous, but I was 
planning to use a big rope to join the 
tractors together - in other words, to use 
mountaineering techniques. Our rope had 
an eight-ton breaking strength. With the 
three tractors roped together, if one fell in, 
the other two would hold the third. 

You hoped! 

Well it did, on many occasions. We used 
an off-line system at times, as well as line
ahead. Not only did the rope protect us 
from crevasse falls, but it also kept the 
tractors moving in soft snow, since usually 
at least one tractor was on fairly firm snow. 
Although we were scared to death a lot of 
the time, the system did mean that we 
wouldn't fall too far when the tractor went 
through. 

Was this before or after your experience 
with that big crevasse incident on the 
Baruntse trip? 

This was well after Baruntse. Baruntse was 

1954. I'd fallen into a lot of crevasses by 
this time, on the Khumbu and Nup La. In 
fact, I'd spent a lot of time down a lot of 
crevasses, so I was fairly aware of them. 

Did you have nightmares about them, and 
things like that? 

Sure, sometimes. It was really bad being 
in the tractors. When you're on foot or on 
skis, your chances are pretty good. When 
your eye is in, you can usually spot hidden 
crevasses from the lie of the glacier. But 
this doesn't apply when you are driving 
along in a vehicle that is rocking about, and 
all the crevasses are completely covered. 
You don't get subsidence in Antarctica, 
either; the crevasses just fill up flush with 
wind-blown snow. For months, all the way 
to the pole, crevasses were never out of my 
mind. I hated them. 

How many did you actually fall into during 
the trip? 

Well, we broke through hundreds, thou
sands. Usually, we just punched a hole in 
the roof, whereupon we either managed to 
lurch out, or we had to be pulled out. 
Quite a few would have taken the whole 
vehicle, but I suppose we only had about a 
dozen really dicey incidents. 

That's enough. 

One's enough! 

Did this continuous tension affect anyone in 
particular? 

I suppose we all felt it about the same. I 
developed a technique for lessening it after 
a while. We always seemed to come across 
the really bad crevassed areas after we'd 
been driving for about sixteen hours, and 
were really cold, tired and miserable. I 
decided to make it a rule that if you'd had 
a big day and came into a crevassed area, 
it was time to stop and sleep. It was un
believable how much easier it was when you 
woke up. You'd have a talk with base, 
and your morale was infinitely better. 

Is it possible to compare the fear you ex
perienced in Antarctica with the pressures 
of mountaineering? Which would you say 
was the most nerve-stretching? 

Well, because of the duration of the 
Antarctica trip, which added up to three or 
four months of continual worry about 
crevasses, I'd have to say it was the most 
nerve-racking period I've ever experienced. 

I was the only one of the group who actually 
stayed with the tractors all the way to the 
pole. Jim Bates didn't do the first section, 
and Mulgrew fell through the roof of the 
caboose and had to be flown out until he 
mended a bit. 

You came back from the pole with Fuchs, 
so you were no longer in control. Did this 
give rise to any problems? 

It was a piece of cake on the way down. We 
had tracks to follow half the way, even 
though a month had passed. 

But even though you knew the route, the 
risks must still have been there. 

Sure, but being in Snocats made a big 
difference. The risks were greatly reduced. 
Those vehicles could easily cross crevasses 
which would have been quite nasty on the 
tractors. 

Did you have to use the rope technique with 
the Snocats? 

No. 

Were any of the crevasses big enough to take 
the whole vehicle? 

Plenty of them were. There was a particu
larly bad section on that side, and there was 
one area beyond Depot 700 where the 
sunken lids were easily 100ft. across. We 
never knew how deep the snow covering 
was. We just had to cross them, and hope 
for the best. Although none of them gave 
way in total, it could have happened any 
time. 

What was your main fear? 

Well, I had a considerable fear of killing 
myself in a crevasse. By the time I reached 
the pole, I'd had enough. We did rotate the 
lead job, because it was unquestionably the 
leader who went down the most crevasses. 
After a couple of hours of being up front, 
you were really on edge, and that was when 
you'd drop back and be glad to do so. In 
some ways, though, we were more worried 
about fire than about going to the bottom 
of a crevasse. We were pulling a lot of fuel 
along behind us, and we'd agreed that the 
first thing to do if a crevasse collapsed was 
to switch off the ignition. 

Presumably, then, Fuchs's team didn't have 
anything like the problems you had? 

I wouldn't say that. There were many more 
of them in their team, of course, but their 
first section out was extremely difficult, and 
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they had some close shaves. But once they 
were within 400-500 miles of the pole, I 
would say their risks were very much less. 
On the way down, I didn't go all the way 
with them. I returned to Scott Base and got 
on with running the expedition there, and 
then I flew out to Depot 700 and came back 
with Bunny. I managed to make a few 
useful contributions. They were navigating 
almost entirely by a sun compass, but that 
only works if you cast a shadow. Having 
been a navigator in the Air Force, I knew 
the advantages of the astro compass; this 
has a sighting device, which means that 
you can use it even if you can only see a 
faint glimmer of the sun through the haze. 

So you sold them that idea on the way back? 

Not only that one, but also a method the 
Americans used with great success - the 
flag system. You simply steer along a line 
of flags set out over half a mile or so. The 
first tractor puts them in, and the last takes 
them out. We did about 200 miles through 
the fog like this, and then suddenly we 
came bang on to the Ferguson tracks again. 

You've taken part in a humber of expeditions; 
was the Baruntse/Pethangtse trip the first 
one you led? 

Yes, I guess it was, although there was no 
real leader on that expedition. 

Early in the expedition there was an acci
dent, when McFarlane fell down a crevasse, 
and you got yourself into a great deal of 
difficulty trying to rescue him. Did that 
affect you from the leadership standpoint, or 
was it just one of those things? 

I didn't particularly regard the accident 
itself as a criticism of myself; the team was 
made up of extremely competent climbers, 
and they should have been able to look 
after themselves. But, in retrospect, the 
rescue operation was a mistake. I should 
never have gone down the crevasse the way 
I did. It was almost dark when I arrived on 
the scene, and although I couldn't see Jim, 
the crevasse he was in didn't look that deep. 
I thought I'd shoot down to him as quick 
as possible; so, instead of putting prusik 
loops on the rope and protecting myself, I 
just went down with the rope around my 
waist. That was the mistake. I didn't even 
have a foot loop. So they lowered me down 
and, because the crevasse was deeper than 
we'd expected, the Sherpas panicked. I was 
suspended far down the crevasse for quite 
a while, just on my waist rope. After a 
time, it became extremely hard to breathe, 
and I realized that I was losing strength and 
generally becoming defunct. I used my 
remaining breath to shout to the Sherpas 
to pull me out. Jim, who wasn't very far 
below me, called to them as well. Fi!lally, 
they decided to pull me out, but then the 
whole thing became even more traumatic, 
because I came up underneath an over
hang of ice at the top, and the Sherpas were 
pulling so hard that I couldn't move. To 
this day I don't know how I got out of the 
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goddam thing, but somehow I made a 
superhuman effort and flopped out. But I 
broke a couple of ribs doing it. 

Another of your traumatic experiences with 
crevasses - they seem to have featured 
prominently in your life. 

If you go on long enough, they do feature 
a bit. When we went into the Barun with 
Eric Shipton, we camped at the top of the 
glacier and got caught in the monsoon in 
June. There was an eighteen-inch covering 
of snow over parts of the glacier, which was 
stiff with crevasses, but the only way to get 
out was to walk down it. I went ahead on 
a long rope, and I fell down every goddam 
crevasse there was, and the other fellows 
just hauled me out each time. 

Surely you weren't the lightest member of 
the team? 

No, no. But I was the most energetic. 

So you have a fairly swashbuckling attitude 
towards crevasses, moderated by a healthy 
respect. 

I'm prepared to do battle with them. It's in 
the business of technique. But you must 
have confidence in the blokes you're with 
and know what you're doing. 

What effect did the McFarlane incident have 
on the expedition ? 

It made quite a big dent really, although 
afterwards we actually carried on to 
Makalu, which had been our original ob
jective, but we didn't get permission. The 
Californian expedition was given permis
sion. When we heard they were attempting 
the South-East Ridge, we knew they 
hadn't a hope in hell of getting up it, so we 
went round and asked them if they would 
mind us having a look at the north side. 
Being decent blokes, they said they didn't 
mind at all. We duly got to work, and would 
undoubtedly have reached the Makalu Col 
if I hadn't collapsed. 

But you still had a very strong group, didn't 
you? 

We did, actually. Even with some of us out, 
it was still a good group, and they knocked 
off Baruntse, Pethangtse, and a hell of a lot 
of other peaks, without too much trouble. 

When you came to try Makalu again, in 
1961, you didn't have as strong a team as 
before, yet you planned to try the climb with
out oxygen. Wasn't that rather an unlikely 
project? 

I wouldn't say that the team wasn't as 
strong. It was an international party, but 
the two Americans, Barry Bishop and 
Leigh Ortenburger, were both very well 
regarded and very competent climbers. And 
we were all committed to the idea of 
climbing the peak without oxygen. But 
Makalu has always been a bogey for me: 
my Sherpas say it's an unlucky mountain 
for me. My two major set-backs in moun
taineering have occurred there, and on both 
occasions I damn near died. 

The McFarlane incident wasn't exactly on 
Makalu, was it? 

No, but I had a mild stroke when we got on 
Makalu that year. I was bloody sick, and 
they had to get me down quick. I was in a 
camp at 22,000ft. at the time, and I simply 
couldn't get my boots on one morning. We 
were going up, actually, but the others 
soon realized I was in bad condition and 
unable to continue. Norman Hardie and 
George Lowe were there, and they decided 
I'd better get down. I said I'd be okay and 
could walk down. I started off, and fell flat 
on my face, and that was as far as I got. I 
then had a period of violent nightmares and 
hallucinations - being stuck in the middle of 
a face, with avalanches coming in all direc
tions, and all the other things a mountaineer 
thinks about in his bad moments - and 
they seemed to go on for ever. 

The subsequent expedition, in 1961, came 
close to a wipe-out, didn't it? Ward, 
Mulgrew, indeed all of you, could have been 
killed. 

On the other hand, it was a major success 
as far as our physiological experiments 
were concerned. 

Maybe, but it was ironic that in Ward's 
case it seems to have been his physiological 
programme that contributed to his illness. 

Mike's difficulties really weren't so serious. 
They occurred on the Makalu Col, which 
is fairly low down. Getting Pete Mulgrew 
down proved to be the really massive 
operation. 

He nearly got to the top, didn't he? 

Yes, and it was a miracle that he survived 
the trip down, with pulmonary oedema and 
his feet frozen solid. He lost both his legs 
in the end. 

When did things start to go wrong? 

We had spent the winter doing scientific 
work at the Silver Hut near Arna Dablam 
Col, Looking back, I would say that things 
were going really well until some of the 
party climbed Arna Dablam. That was in 
March, when we'd already begun to move 
stuff over for Makalu. I don't think any 
expedition has ever used an approach like 
ours to Makalu, which involved crossing 
three passes of over 19,000ft. That was the 
most direct route from the Silver Hut. But, 
as I say, everything was going well until 
after the ascent of Arna Dablam. At that 
point I was suddenly called out to Kath
mandu. I had been instructed by the Nepal
ese government to stop the expedition. They 
were very displeased. We were chosen as a 
sort of test case, because it was the first 
time that the government had actually 
called someone before them for climbing a 
mountain without permission. I spent 
nearly two weeks crawling around on my 
hands and knees, trying to straighten it out 
in various government offices. 

It's been suggested that the Ama Dablam 
business was what triggered off the closing 



of Nepal to mountaineers during the 'sixties. 
Is that true? 

No, no, that's not true. It had nothing to 
do with it. There were various other things 
that triggered that crisis. Anyway, after a 
great deal of discussion with the officials, it 
was agreed that they would just fine us and 
then let us carry on with the Makalu expe
dition. We paid the standard peak fee and 
a modest fine, and rushed back to the 
mountain. Time was getting short by then, 
and I discovered that I had de-acclimatized 
a bit. 

It was then April, wasn't it? 

Yes, and the transportation of all our 
equipment had been held up while I was in 
Kathmandu, so we still had to get every
thing into the Mingbo Valley. I worked 
damn hard to hurry things along. When 
we finally got everything established 
on the Barun Glacier, we felt that 
we were almost up-to-date again. 
Then a message came through 
to say that something 
important had come up in 
Mingbo; Pete and I had to 
rush back across those passes, 
attend to the problem, and then 
dash back again. It was this that 
began to run us down. We 

started putting camps in, and Wally 
Romanes and I, with a couple of Sherpas, 
managed to get camp 3 in on schedule. At 
that point, everything seemed to be going 
okay again. However, when I got back to 
the camp below, I found I had a very 
severe headache, which simply wouldn't go 
away. 

What altitude was this at? 

I'd come down to about 21,000ft. 

And you'd wintered at above 18,000ft? 

The Silver Hut was at 19,000ft., but I 
hadn't wintered there. I'd been going up 
and down a lot. Anyway, I stayed in camp 

3 for a couple of days. Although the expe
dition was going well, I was still feeling out 
of business when Mike Gill and Mike 
Ward reached the Makalu Col. I decided 
then to go down to a lower camp, because 
the headache was still with me. The two 
Mikes came with me. It was at this lower 
camp that things really started to go wrong. 
One of the Sherpas came to my tent to say 
that the food was ready, and I found that I 
couldn't answer him. I knew what I 
wanted to say, but when I tried, all I 
could do was speak gibberish. I was per
fectly aware of what I wanted to say, and 
I could hear what I was actually saying. My 
brain still working okay, and I remembered 
that Eric Shipton had had a similar ex
perience on Everest. There was a history of 
that sort of thing. Fortunately, Mike Ward, 
our doctor, had come down with me, and 
he realized I was in a bad way. I was also 
lucky that there was some oxygen in camp 
2, which had been used to help get down a 
Sherpa with pulmonary oedema a day or 
two before. I still had an uncomfortable 
night, even with the oxygen. But in the 
morning the pain had gone, and I could 
speak again. We all decided that I'd better 
get lower. They were planning to carry me, 
but I said that I'd get down okay if I had a 
couple of Sherpas to help me. In actual 
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fact, I walked down under my own steam. 
And from then on, I steadily improved. But 
I was finished for the expedition, and I 
realized that it would be unwise for me to 
go high again. 

So this marked the end of your high-altitude 
climbing. 

It did really, all my personal stuff. I haven't 
been above 18,000ft. since. 

Do you regret that? Has the spirit been 
willing? 

No, I think I accepted it. I've had a lot of 
fun since, running expeditions with good 
young climbers on them, doing good peaks. 

After you'd gone down, the expedition on 
Makalu descended into virtual chaos, didn't 
it? 

Yes, it did get a bit chaotic. They were only 
about 400ft. from the summit when 
Mulgrew was suddenly struck. He was 
suddenly hit by pulmonary oedema. He 
got a sharp pain in his chest, and just 
dropped in his tracks. 

Yet he was very fit and very well acclima
tized . • 

Yes, very fit. He even managed to drag 
himself most of the way down before they 
had to carry him. 
In the final analysis, then, the idea that one 
can accumulate acclimatization by spending 
a long period at high altitude would seem to 
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have been disproved by the incidents on 
Makalu. 

In my view, that is certainly one of the 
things our experiment indicated. People 
like Mick Gill and Mike Ward, who spent 
the winter in the Silver Hut, didn't do as 
well on Makalu as those who came in with 
only normal acclimatization. I think they 
probably deteriorated over the course of 
the winter much more than we expected. 
They just didn't seem to have the extra drive 
at high altitude that I thought they would 
have. 

Was this entirely due to the altitude of the 
Silver Hut? For example, would a more 
wholesome food have helped - T-bone steaks 
all winter, and the like? 

I doubt it. They had quite good food in 
any case. We brought up quite a few fresh 
things from below. They exercised regu
larly by skiing on the rather interesting 
slope below the hut. They seemed to reach 
a certain level, and then they declined after 
that. In recent years, a lot of experiments 
have been carried out and a great deal of 
information has been gathered, but it's a 
pretty brave physiologist who will suggest 
that he really knows precisely what the 
mechanics of acclimatization are. It's still 
impossible to forecast how people are 
going to perform, and to what elevations 
they can go. 

Is there any major difference in the physio
logy of the Sherpas, such as would explain 
their exceptionally high performance levels? 

We did quite a few comparative tests, and 
one of the things we found was that Sherpas 
can get their pulse rates up to 180-190, 
which is the maximum effort level of an 
athlete. But our sea-level blokes, when 
tested at the modest height of about 
17,000ft., could never get above 150. Of 
course, the Sherpas have had many 
generations to adapt to the demands of 
high-altitude work. They can get their 
hearts beating faster, which means their 
blood circulates more freely, and they can 
do this to an extent that even our fittest 
people can't achieve. It's strange, but when 
you do low-level tests, at around 10,000-
12,000ft., or even at base camp, the physio
logists can prove that the climbers are far 
fitter and much more effective than the 
average Sherpa. But when you want to do a 
job of work and carry loads all day, the 
climbers just haven't got it. 

Do Sherpas suffer the same incidence of 
frostbite? 

They get it all right. Plenty of them have 
lost fingers and toes, but they're probably 
less likely to get it than we are. Their feet 
are horny and hardened, and their circula
tion is probably better than ours, but plenty 
of them still get frostbite. 

Could that be because they don't look after 
themselves very well? 

I think a lot of them have been frostbitten 

because expeditions haven't normally given 
them good equipment, at least not in the 
past. For many years, they were given pairs 
of old farm boots and the like, which the 
expedition members themselves wouldn't 
have considered wearing. Nowadays, the 
Sherpas have taken a stand against this 
sort of treatment. 

Very trade-unionized. 

Yes, disgusting of them, isn't it? They were 
getting a bit tired of being regarded as 
supermen who could withstand any degree 
of cold and discomfort. 

Isn't that a bit facile? The plain fact is that 
they tuck all their goodies away in their 
rucksacks for later sale, and climb in the 
equipment they've used for years. 

That's true, they do have certain economic 
decisions to make. But the fact remains that 
if you're high up, you need the gear. 

Let's go back to Everest at this point. What 
is your opinion of the claims made recently 
by the Chinese? Junko Tabei was somewhat 
critical of them. 

Her comment was that there was no sign 
of camps on the north side. My recollection 
of the top is what a good view of the North 

_ Col you get! They would have needed a 
substantial camp at the North Col, and 
others higher up, in order to get nine people 
to the top. It will be interesting to see what 
the Japanese photographs show. 

It's a pity that the Chinese don't substantiate 
their claims. They probably have some very 
good climbers.* 

I'm sure they have. I only wish they'd make 
it easier for us to believe it. Their 1960 
report had them climbing in the middle of 
the night, and overcoming the Second Step 
in bare feet. I know that the Chinese, with 
Chairman Mao on their side, may be a 
little bit tougher than the rest of us, but I 
find the bare feet episode a little hard to 
take. 

How do you feel about the Mallory and 
Irvine climb? Not so much on the question 
of whether they reached the summit or not 
because that seems very unlikely, but on th; 
matter of whether or not Odell actually saw 
them on the Second Step. 

I'm sure you've experienced what I've ex
perienced a thousand tilJ?-eS - seeing people 
moving on rock and snow slopes high above 
you, and then realizing that it's just a visual 
trick. It's always difficult to be sure. To me, 
Mallory is the man of Everest though. He's 
been the inspiration for the whole Everest 
ethos. It really doesn't matter a damn where 
he got to, although of course it would be 
nice to think he got to the top. To me, he's 
always been the inspiration behind the 
climbing of Everest. _. 
• The interview took place in the summer of 1975 before 
the full details of the Chinese climb were available. 



PEOPLE 
Habeler and Aeberli 
One has become accustomed 
over the years to the phenome
nal climbing feats of Reinhold 
Messner, but less is heard of 
his regular climbing companion, 
Peter H abeler, the blond ski
instructor from Mayrhofen. 

Habeler - raves about his talent 

Messner himself is loud in 
H abeler' s praise : "Peter 
Habeler is the best partner I 
have known in all the twenty
five years I have been climbing. 
He is expert on all terrain, but 
especially elegant on rock. Nor 
do I know another climber who 
keeps himself in such top con
dition. His fitness allows him 
the speed at high altitude 
which is so necessary for 
8,000m. climbing". 
Their partnership spans many 
years. Messner recalls that he 
first tuned in to Habeler's 
potential ten years ago, after an 
ascent of the Walker Spur, 
which was in a completely 
iced-up condition. In 1969, 
they were together on Yerupaja, 
adopting an alpine;style 
approach on higher peaks at a 
time when Himalayan tactics 
were being applied on some 
alpine face climbs. Last year 
they climbed the Eigerwand in 
only ten-and-a-half hours. 
Peter Habeler is a mountain 
guide; he leads a climbing 
school in the Zillertal and is a 
training chief for the Austrian 
Guides· Association. Apart from 
difficult rock routes in the 
Dolomites and Karwendel, he 
made early ascents of the 
Central Pillar of Freney and the 

edited by 
Audrey Salkeld 

Bonatti/Gobbi Route on the 
Pilier d'Angle, and was the first 
Continental to climb Salathe 
Wall in Yosemite (that was 
with Doug Scott, in 1970). 
Whilst resident in Jackson Hole 
for some seasons, he made 
several first ascents in the 
Rockies. He is a glass painter 
by profession, quiet spoken 
and cultured. Speaking of his 
enthusiasm and natural flair for 
mountains, Messner says: 
"Everyone who knows him 
raves about his talenf'-a 
feeling no doubt shared by the 
visiting lady skiers in Mayrhofen, 
where his good looks and 
charm have captivated many. 

Another Austrian in the news is 
Siegfried Aeberli, a headmaster 
from Innsbruck. "I had expected 
Kangch to be much harder 
somehow," he said, after all 
nine climbing members of his 
Yalungkang expedition reached 
the West Summit of Kangchen
junga by a new South Face 
route last May. "Of course, we 
were very lucky with the 
weather." But credit, too, must 
go to Aeberli's organization. 
He is, after all, Expedition 
Adviser to the O.A.V., and in 
1970 led the small Austrian 
expedition to climb one of the 
last of the eight-thousanders -
Lhotse Shar. 

Aeberli - old expedition hand 
Surprisingly, Sigi Aeberli is fifty 
years old. He was born near 
Bregenz, in the Vorarlberg, and 
has been climbing in the Alps 
from his earliest youth. In 
thirty years he has climbed 
more than a thousand peaks, 
many by difficult routes. This 
grand total includes all but 
three of the alpine four-thou
sanders, and all the African five
thousanders. Mont Blanc he 
has climbed by seven different 
routes. He has been on expedi
tions to the Andes and various 
parts of the Himalayas. 

Saleki - fell out with Whillans 

Saleki vs. Tirich Mir 
Mischa Saleki is a 28-year-old 
Iranian climber who has been 
living in Frankfurt for the past 
ten years. He will be remem
bered as the wild-haired young 
man who wouldn"t take 'No' 
for an answer from Herrlig
koffer: having been dropped at 
the last minute from the 1972 
'European' Everest Expedition, 
he nevertheless turned up on 
the mountain, but in a bitter 
frame of mind. He got some 
sympathy from the British con
tingent who had a few 
grievances of their own, and 
when he finally decided to quit 
the expedition, he cheekily 
hitched a lift out on a heli
copter that had just brought 
Herrligkoffer back into Base 
Camp. A certain resourcefulness 
is obviously one of his stocks 
in trade; the year before, having 
read of Dyhrenfurth"s Interna
tional Expedition, he decided 
to get himself to Everest - and 
did, with 200 Deutschmarks 
and an old banger which he 
drove from Frankfurt to 
Kathmandu. 
Since Everest, he has visited 
the Hindu Kush a couple of 
times, and this year he came 
up with the idea of a 'Grand 
Traverse· of the Tirich Mir 
peaks, from IV to I, ending 
with a descent by the unclimbed 
South-West Ridge. His pro
posed team consisted of Don 
Whillans (with whom he had 
struck up a friendship on 
Everest) and several Frankfurt 
climbers. But the German 
members came and went, and 
eventually Dave Bathgate, Ian 
Nicholson and Con Higgins 
joined to swell the numbers. 
Organization went a bit awry 
and, when the group finally 
came together in Peshawar, 
two of the remaining Germans, 
including the doctor, had cried 
off and driven home in one of 
the expedition's two vehicles, 

along with half the gear. The 
traverse plan proved abortive 
with so small a team, but 
Saleki, Whillans, Nicholson and 
the remaining Frankfurter, 
Reinhard Seifert, climbed Tirich 
Mir by the Spanish Route. They 
descended in worsening 
weather, only to find that freak 
storms had washed away the 
jeep road, leaving them with no 
alternative but to make an 
eighty-mile walk-out. Sadly, 
the international bonhomie 
rapidly evaporated, and the 
volatile Persian went back to 
his civil engineering studies in 
Frankfurt, leaving behind an 
apparently unsettled dispute 
over equipment. 

Arctic Trek 
The Japanese climber-adven
turer, Naomi Uemura, has just 
completed the first stage of a 
solo trip from Greenland to the 
Bering Straits, where he hopes 
to arrive in April 1977. In pre
paration for this long and 
lonely journey, Uemura made 
several excursions by dog sled 
in North Greenland, and 
wintered with an Eskimo family. 
The crossing of Greenland, to 

Uemura - on Arctic trek 

Thule, took four months, and 
involved navigation by the stars 
because of the unreliability of 
compasses at this northerly 
latitude. At one stage, when 
his twelve dogs ran away, 
Uemura had to manhandle his 
own sledges. Happily he re
covered the errant hounds in 
Upernavik. 
Uemura (33) is perhaps best 
known to Western climbers for 
the high carries he made with 
Ito, in support of Whillans and 
Haston on the 1971 Interna
tional Everest South-West Face 
Expedition. He has been three 
times to the South-West Face 
(reaching 27,000ft. in 1971 ), 
and in fact climbed Everest by 
the South Col Route in 1970. 
With Dolf Reist he shares the 
strange record of having stood 
on the highest summit of each 
of the five continents. 
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Mountain Medicine 

by Michael Ward 
Crosby Lockwood Staples: 
£10.00 

Mountain Medicine and 
Physiology 

Edited by Charles Clarke, 
Michael Ward and 
Edward Williams 
Alpine Club: £3.00* 

The problems of health at high 
altitude have become a little 
more complicated since 1922, 
when Bruce sent Smythe off to 
Everest with the pithy advice: 
"Good luck, look after yourself, 
and don't forget to worm your 
porters". 
The need for worming and, 
above all, luck is not contro
versial, but around the central 
question of 'looking after your
self' a large and uneven mound 
of research information has built 
up. Much of the physiology of 
altitude is well worked out, but 
clinical observations are some
times contradictory and confus
ing: it has not proved easy to 
deduce from observations in a 
Farnborough decompression 
chamber how determined 
climbers will perform on 
Himalayan faces. In mountain 
experiments, the observed 
groups are small and the 
variable factors numerous, and 
the observer may be feeling 
even more numbly wretched 
than his guinea pigs. Again, 
some of the data are anecdotal, 
after-the-event accounts of 
stressed hypoxic episodes. 
However, out of this mass of 
work have come revolutionary 
changes in our understanding of 
the ills of mountaineering, and 
in our approach to treatment: 
there are better ways of 
tackling a frostbitten limb than 
rubbing it with snow and taking 
a knife to the remains. A man 
with exposure requires a more 
sophisticated approach than 
brisk exhortation, and we have 
at last unravelled enough of the 
mysteries of altitude sickness 
and the accompanying oedema 
of lungs and brain to save many 
lives. "A doctor on an 
expedition who does not know 
what to do about high altitude 
illness is worse than no doctor 
at all". 
In the first of these two books, 
Michael Ward presents a broad 
and detailed survey of the new 
views and the observations 
which led up to them. As doctor 
to the 1953 Everest Expedition 
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Important books 
on mountain 
medicine. 
Guidebooks to 
Cannon Mt. and 
Greenland. 

and later as a member of the 
winter-long Himalayan 
Scientific Expedition on Arna 
Dablam, he holds an 
authoritative position. The scope 
of his book is wide, perhaps too 
wide, covering the history of 
mountain medicine and the 
effect of altitude on native 
populations, right down to a 
review of mental performance 
under stress and some marginal 
surveys of the psychology of 
mountaineers: would you like to 
regard yourself as a climber of 
the "schizoid-psychasthenic" or 
"asthenio-neurotic" type? 
In between lies a detailed and 
well explained outline of the 
physiological background, 
dealing particularly with the 
effect of cold and altitude on 
energy balance, temperature 
control and respiration. All the 
technical terms are explained, 
but the format is that of a 
medical textbook, with the 
drawbacks of a rather arid 
presentation unrelieved by 
humour, and a text broken up 
by numerous brackets for 
source references and metre 
conversions, which give a few 
pages the appearance and 
readability of a computer print
out. 
In the second half of the book, 
where he turns to the clinical 
effects and diseases of altitude, 
there is an excellent account of 
cold injury, hypothermia 
(exposure) and frostbite, with a 
thorough discussion of 
insulation methods. But in 
places the sheer volume of 
references, often uncritically 
noted and sometimes 
conflicting, makes it hard to get 
at the practical message. This is 
particularly the case in the 
chapters on altitude sickness. 
Numerous deaths occur every 
year from pulmonary and 
cerebral oedema, generally 
accepted as extreme forms of 
altitude sickness in young, fit 
climbers tackling the higher 
ranges of the world. It is still 
often mis-diagnosed and its 
treatment delayed, and it needs 
a clear and practical 
explanation. Here, there are 
three rather diffuse chapters, 
separated by a diversion on the 
doubtful Mange's disease, with 

an all too brief account of 
treatment, recommending the 
use of rotating tourniquet 
(whose effectiveness in this 
situation many doctors doubt), 
and insufficiently stressing the 
need for quick evacuation to 
the valleys of those with 
pulmonary oedema. Worse still, 
there is only a passing reference, 
without a description, of 
cerebral oedema. 
In spite of these weaknesses, 
this well produced volume is an 
essential source-book for the 
doctor or scientist, with a 
wealth of detail to stimulate 
ideas and research. It will not 
suit the needs, or the pocket, of 
the ordinary mountaineer or the 
leader planning his next 
expedition, though the latter 
would be wise to make sure his 
expedition doctor has read it. 
Rather different is Mountain 
Medicine and Physiology, 
which is based on a lively 
symposium held in North Wales 
this spring. The pattern of 
contributions is very varied, 
with splendidly anecdotal 
papers from those elder 
statesmen, H.W. Tilman and 
Professor Odell, and some fairly 
abstruse physiology complete 
with sleep-inducing graphs. 
But the whole subject is well 
covered, with a general 
emphasis on the practical 
aspects of mountain medicine, 
not just at high altitude but also, 
in conditions found in British 
hills. 
The discussion following 
Squadron Leader Davies's 
pa per on the treatment of 
hypothermia shows that this is 
still an area of controversy, and 
Dr. Leutholt's field-study of 
Alpine climbers reveals many 
factors of real value to a leader 
planning a long expedition. 
New possibilities like the use of 
steroids and thyroid hormones 
in the treatment of exposure are 
described, and a new rescue 
device for pre-heating inspired 
air is introduced. Peter Steele's 
light-hearted review of the 
nitty-gritty of expedition 
medicine is very useful, but the 
book would be worth buying if 
only for Drummond Rennie's 
outstanding account of high 
altitude oedema, a clear and 
balanced contribution which 
demonstrates how useful 
humour can be in getting across 
a complicated but important 
subject. 
I recommend this book to every 
mountaineer interested in 

surviving; and in case the whole 
subject fills you with gloom, I 
would quote from a discussion 
which followed one of the 
papers: "the longevity of Alpine 
Club members has been studied 
and it is found they live longer 
than average". 
Barney Rosedale 

* £3.20 incl. postage in the U. K., from 
the Alpine Club, 74 South Audley St., 
London W.1. 

Cannon: A Climber's Guide 

by Howard Peterson 

Eusey Press: $5.50 

Whether more detailed route 
descriptions to Cannon would 
be preferable to the brief, 
alpine-style descriptions which 
th is guidebook offers, is a 
matter for debate. Cannon is the 
'little big cliff' of the U.S.A. In 
some respects merely a crag, it 
also has a number of routes 
serious enough to be used as 
training for climbs in the West 
and Europe. Bad rock abounds, 
and route-finding often requires 
common sense and good 
judgement - traits which even 
the most minutely detailed 
guide cannot replace. Yet some 
climbers will object that this 
guide is too slim. Lacking a 
photo-topo and/or line 
diagrams, climbers unfamiliar 
with the cliff will have difficulty 
finding the start to some routes, 
to say nothing of the intricacies 
above. It seems that this 
sparseness of information is 
intended to keep climbers with 
no experience of bigger cliffs on 
the short, compact crags 
elsewhere in the north-east. 
Many will no doubt be 
aggravated by the cultishness of 
such a guide. On the other 
hand, an increase of traffic on a 
cliff as dangerous as Cannon 
(five deaths in twelve years) 
would probably lead to more 
accidents, and State Authorities 
are continually rumbling about 
closing the cliff. 
However, despite the dilemma, 
this pocket-sized guide is on 
the whole a great improvement 
on its two predecessors. Old 
material has been up-dated and 
new routes are included. An 
interesting short history of the 
cliff and a number of photos 
taken during the pioneering 
days in the 1930's will no 
doubt attract all Cannon 
devotees. 
John Porter 



Greenland 

by Mike Banks 

David and Charles (U.K.): 
£5.50 
Rowman and Littlefield 
(U.S.A.) 
Having read Mike Bank's 
statement that the crossing of 
the Greenland Ice Cap is the 
arctic counterpart of the Golden 
Journey to Samarkand, one's 
mind boggles at the concept of 
caravans of people slowly 
mounting to the summit of the 
Ice Cap like a latter day Chilkoot 
Passi 
Perhaps this is not in fact 
stretching the imagination more 
than a little, since the author, 
who is himself involved in 
promoting adventurous tourism, 
dwells in some detail on the 
tourist industry which, having 
established a precarious 
foothold in Greenland, promises 
within a few years to become 
one of its major industries, and 
obviously it is with the clients 
of such an industry in mind 
that this book has been jointly 
published in the U.K. and U.S.A. 
For the mountaineer/explorer, 
Mike Banks has drawn together 
a potted history of the efforts 
of previous expeditioners. This 
account is disappointing in so 
far as it deals only with the 
epics of the classic era of polar 
exploration and omits, due to 
lack of space, any reference to 

the modern small-scale expedi
tions with which most readers 
will identify. This classic era on 
the east coast, with "its struggles 
against the unrelenting pack 
ice", is described as being 
"relegated to history" by the 
advent of air access to the coast; 
but those readers with recent 
expedition experience of the 
east coast away from the main 
settlements will know to their 
cost that such air access has by 
no means eliminated the prob
lems of pack ice which every 
year still bedevils and prevents 
access to a number of otherwise 
enticing areas. 
The author succeeds very well 
in imparting his own enthusiasm 
for the polar environment, and 
prospective Greenland expedi
tioners, having overcome the 
price barrier, will have to go a 
long way to find a better and 
more concise introduction to 
this fascinating land. 
Derek Fordham 

Hard Option 

by Gwen Moffat 

Gollancz: £3.50 

In 1973, Gwen Moffat was 
awarded a £1,500 Welsh Arts 
Council Bursary to produce her 
first 'straight' novel after a string 
of meaty whodunits. Hard 
Option is the result. In it, she has 
not strayed from the mountain 
background which characterizes 
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all her work. Her hero, Owen 
Parry, is an ageing mountain 
rescue leader who basks in the 
publicity of each successful 
rescue. He finds it increasingly 
hard to keep up with his younger 
team members, but is unwilling 
to relinquish to them any of the 
responsibility or glory. It is an 
unbelievably cool young lady
climber who effects his eventual 
emasculation. She and Ms 
Moffat between them dis
member poor Parry with minute 
precision. He has to face up to 
his inadequacies as a climber, a 
lover, a man even, and then -
when his mental disintegration 
is complete, when he's lost his 
wife, his boyfriend, his girlfriend 

Buses and underground to 

St. George's Cross. 

and the last vestige of his pride, 
he still has to suffer an equally 
devastating physical debilitation 
before being allowed any hope 
of salvation. 
This is a compelling story. 
Patchy, certainly, but with 
moments of near cosmic 
illumination. And yet, with Hard 
Option out of the way, one 
feels that something better still 
could come from Gwen 
Moffat's pen. But - heresy to 
say it - perhaps this will only 
happen when she can forsake 
the mountaineering setting as 
the microcosm of all Life, for 
the realit/ of Life itself. 
Audrey Salkeld A 
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LETTERS 
Up-dating the Up-Date 

from Daryl Teske 

Dear Sir, 
What a scandal I El Cap has 
again been degraded and 
defiled by incompetent, bolt
packing bozos I ('El Capitan 
Up-Date', Mountain 44). 
Before getting "a little pissed
off at the degradation", and 
getting the ethical band-wagon 
rolling, perhaps people should 
get their info straight. Mescalito 
is an incredible and hard route, 
but I don't want to hear any 
more of this shit about pitches 
being bolted on the second 
ascent. Our "well-stocked bolt 
kit" did not exist. We placed no 
bolts on any pitch, and the only 
thing that came close to bolting 
was one aluminium rivet; but 
hell, the first-ascent party had 
already drilled the hole for it. It 
was a fine route, Hugh, certainly 
one of the best on the rock. It 
still is that way. 
Yours sincerely, 
Daryl Teske (Loma Linda, Calif.) 

Chalk ... 

from Robert Hutchinson 

Dear Sir, 
The recent chalked ascent of 
the ragged crack on Great Wall 
has obviously improved the 
style in which the route can be 
done, but still I find it hard to 
view the use of chalk as a good 
thing. 
The report in Mountain 44 
stated that "chalk may well be 
necessary for a few crucial 
moves, but there would be no 
excuse for powdering a white 
stripe up the middle of the 
finest wall in Wales". I do not 
see how this can be avoided. If 
chalk is used at all, there is no 
reason why any individual 
should not use it to increase his 
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No extra bolts 
used on recent 
Mescalito 
repeat. 
Chalk plastered 
on established 
gritstone 
classics on 
Stanage and 
Froggatt. 

standard either from Very 
Difficult to Severe, or from 
Extreme to Hard Extreme. 
Chalk cannot simply be the 
property of the elite, so it 
follows that if you accept it, 
many routes on many crags are 
ultimately going to be powdered 
in it. It is only necessary to visit 
Yorkshire's 'gritstone island' to 
see the chalk ladders that have 
appeared on every route from 
Diff. upwards and, as we have 
been told, what happens in 
Yorkshire today happens to the 
rest of us in the future. 
Personally, I am glad that in the 
areas where I climb chalk is still 
not widely used. The crags look 
better for it, and you still have 
to think a little about the 
location of the next hold, 
instead of moving mechanically 
from one tell-tale dab to another. 
Yours faithfully, 
Robert Hutchinson (Newcastle). 

... Chalk ... 

from Steve Webster 

Dear Sir, 
I was disgusted to see how you 
belittled John Allen's free 
ascent of Great Wall (Mountain 
44), just because he used chalk. 
Surely a few white marks are 
better than lumps of rusting 
steel stuck everywhere? 
Isn't it about time people 
climbing in Wales (or, at least, 
writing about it) got their ethics 

in the right place? Certain 
Welsh routes have peg marks all 
over the place - Diagonal for 
instance. These don't wash 
away after a few hours' rain like 
chalk I 
Yours faithfully, 
Steve Webster (Leeds) 

... Chalk 

from Keith Ratcliffe 
Dear Sir, 
Mountain 44 discusses the 
Great Wall ascent 'aided' by 
chalk. What are your reactions 
to this report of chalk on 
gritstone classics like Three 
Pebble Slab, Valkyrie, Brown's 
Eliminate, Flying Buttress, 
Dangler, and the Rusty Wall 
area, which looks like a 
blackboard? These are just my 
observations - others will report 
many more instances. These 
climbs are not future desperates, 
they are established chalkless 
ascents. Can't they be left as 
such, and not plastered with 
powder? 
Yours sincerely, 
Keith Ratcliffe ( Macclesfield} 

The Anthropology of Ascent 

from Philip Garner 
Dear Sir, 
The art historian in me feels 
that I must take issue with some 
of the views held by Michael 
Tobias in 'The Anthropology of 
Ascent'. Not only is the general 
level of reference to art-works 
subjective in the extreme, but 
there are a number of specific 
points which should never be 
allowed to remain unchallenged. 
Firstly, Breughel's 'Tower of 
Babel' does not signify "spiritual 
movement on to a higher plane 
... ", but is rather an indication 
of the Late Renaissance move
ment towards Mannerism, the 
positive distortion of shape to 

Novv in Liverpool 
if you find selecting the right gear 

a problem, consult: 

Don Morrison 
LIVERPOOL 

43a Harrington Street, 2. 
(off North John Street) 
Tel. 061.236.0525 

shops at: 
and SHEFFIELD 

343 London Road, S2 4NG 
Tel. 0742.56018 

conjure up a feeling of instab
ility. To suggest that there are 
even remote links with some 
sort of 'spirituality of ascent' 
(my phrase) is grossly misrepre
senting the picture. Tobias refers 
to Leonardo's interest in por
traying fantastic rock scenery; 
he calls him "a scientist enflamed 
with describing and portraying 
fantastic rocks". But this is a 
very simplistic and subjective 
analysis of a true Renaissance 
'uomo universale'. He was no 
more interested in portraying 
these things than he was in the 
human form, scientific experi
mentation, architecture, 
humanist philosophy and so on. 
Tobias missed completely the 
more relevant point that 
observing and painting such 
mountain forms was but another 
exercise in gaining a wider 
perception of the conscious: 
Leonardo's universality pre
vented him from ever seeing a 
discipline as an end in itself, but 
as part of the process towards 
a higher perception. 
But this is all from the art 
historian's point of view. I 
think the point which troubles 
me more is how in heaven's 
(sic) name such boorish 
material should ever find refuge 
in your pages. I spend 40p per 
issue in order to enjoy some 
bathtub reading about the hills, 
climbing, good photography, 
etc., as is usually the case. 
Tobias's attempt (even hanging 
in a belay seat) is not relevant, 
and doesn't even have good 
scholarship to recommend it. He 
ought to crawl back up his 
mountain, and you, sir, should 
follow him for ever counten
ancing the publication of such 
tripe. 
Yours etc., 
Philip Garner (Carnforth) _. 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops ma rked (C) (M) (S ) hire out Camping. Mountaineering and Sk1-1ng 
Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic, Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C) 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S). 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick's Mountain Shop, 
531 Milton Road, 
Toowong. 
Tel. 07.702294 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354 (C) (M) (S). 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W., 41 
Tel. 403.283.5551 (C) (M) (S). 
Alberta: Calgary 
Fresh Air Experience, 
720 17th Avenue S.W. 
Tel. 403.261.7900 (C) (M) (S) . 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 225. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Alpine Crafts Equipment, 
1286 Kingsway. 
Tel. 604.879.7431 (M). 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast: Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) . 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S) , 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643.5180 

Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27/ 29 Martineau Square. (S). 
Tel. 021.236.9383 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157 
Broughton-in- Furness, 
Cumbria 
Mountain Centre, Brade Street. 
Tel. 461 (open until 8pm.) 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre (C). 
22 High Street, Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Carlisle 
English Mountain Equipment, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard 
Saltergate. Tel. 0246.68203 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01 .688.2667 
Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0302.67755 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 / 2 
Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso, 
13 Wellington Place, (M). 
Leith, 6. Tel. 031.554.0804 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 (C) (S). 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 
Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041.221.4531/2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road, 
Tel. 041.332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M) . 
Tel. 041.332.4814 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street, (S) . 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M) . 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061.368.1558 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop, (C) . 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.23045 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road. (S). 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051.709.6912 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Pindisports, 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1 . 
Tel. 01 .242.3278 
London, Acton 
Pin disports, 
373/5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01 .992.6642 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01.723.5252 
London 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd., 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01 .839.1722 (S). 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
309 Brampton Road, S.W.1. 
Tel. 01.584.7766 (S) (M). 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd .), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S). 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. (C). 
Tel. 061.748.6408 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.48916 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles), 
177 Westgate Road. (S). 
Tel. 0632.23903 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 

► 
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Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane ltd., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road, (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 
Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. Tel. 0705.29410 

Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793 
Rochdale 
Jeff Connor Outdoor Centre, 
120/122 Drake Street. 
Tel. 0706.342062 (C) (M). 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 021.556.0802 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 021.553.1670 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
6 High Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/5 King Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567 

EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut Ltd., 
28 Stephen Street Lower, 2. 
Tel. 0001.781.358 .(C) (M) 
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NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandanavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 177 

Oslo 
Sport Co. A/ S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6, 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 (C) (M) (S) 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 (C) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel. 415.845.8600 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Berkeley 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
2160 University Avenue, 94704. 
Tel. 415.848.7866 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, (C) (M). 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. Tel. 408.374.7777 
California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A 16-2 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745 (C) (S). 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Glendora 
Pack and Piton, 
1000 E. Alosta Avenue, 91740. 
Tel. 213.335.0414 (C) (M) (S). 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011. 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S). 

California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Lancaster 
Dan's Skiing & Mountaineering, 
844 W. Lancaster Blvd. 93534. 
Tel. 805.942 0804 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. Tel. 714.934.2423 
(C) (M) (S). 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917 (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds, 
443 12th Street, 92101. 
Tel. 714.232.2167 (C) (M) (S) . 

California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel, 805.541 .1533 (C) (M) (S). 
California : Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083 (C) (M) (S). 

California: San Francisco 
The Smilie Co. (C) (M) (S). 
575 Howard Street, 
94105. Tel. 415.421.2459 
California: Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 91356. 
Tel. 213.881.5111 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.3528 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
1750 30th Street, 80301. 
Tel. 303.442.3551 (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.4791 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. Tel. 303.377.2783 
(C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1 517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.3373 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Colorado Mountain Sports, 
237 W. Elkhorn Ave., 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.2829 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M). 
Colorado: Greeley 
Colorado Mountain Sports, 
Greeley Mall, 
U.S. 34 Bypass, 80631. 
Tel. 303.356.7873 (C) (M) {S). 
Colorado: Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd., 
80227. Tel. 303.986.5541 
(C) (M) (S). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S). 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall, 83704 
Tel. 208.376.3731 (S) (C). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133 (C) (M) (S). 

Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122, 83353. 
Tel. 208.726.3808 (S) . 

Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832 (C) (M) (S). 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S). 

Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue, 55403. 
Tel. 612.336.3884 

N.H., North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 

N.H.: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street, 03262. 
Tel. 603.745.2767 (M) (S). 

New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868 (C) (M) (S). 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, N.Y. 12561. 
Tel.914.255.1311 (S). 

New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838 (C) (M) (S). 

Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701. 
Tel. 717.326.6537 (C) (M) (S). 

Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J. D. Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters 
Afton Ave. (in the Buttonwood 
Barn), 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 

Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101 (C) (M) (S). 

Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623 (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 98105. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S). 

Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220 
Tel. 509.328.5020 (C) (M) (S). 



Winter 
mountaineering? 
Climbing? 

Ski 
touring? 

You need the SEREX. 
The expedition grade pack 
from HINE/SNOWBRIDGE. 

The Serex is an expedition grade pack for the serious outdoor en
thusiast who needs a pack to handle his large loads and special 
equipment. Ideally suited for summer/winter mountaineering, the 
Serex is also perfect for almost inaccessible climbs and high 
country extended ski tours. Serex combines an adjustable yoke 
suspension system, compressor side straps and our unique internal 
'X' frame to make the pack as versatile in fitting different people as 
it is adjustable in fitting different load volumes. A perfect mating 
of design and function, the Serex is equally suited to transporting 
loads into a base camp as it is for carrying a minimum of equipment 
to a day climb. The Serex is only one of a complete line of top qual
ity packs designed and manufactured by people who use them. If 
you haven't seen the Serex, stop by your HINE/SNOWBRIDGE 
dealer today. For free catalog and dealer list, plus mail order infor
mation, write: 

HINE/SNOWBRIDGE 
Box 1459G 

Boulder, Colorado 80302 
U.S.A. OO□ITO~ 

SNOWBRIDGE 

DUVET KITS £9 plus 60p p.&p. (UK) 
SAE for details to: 
R. Clayton, 18 Fitzroy Rd, Bradford, W. Yorks 8D3 9PD. 

FILM SHOW AND LECTURES IN THE LEEDS AREA IN 1976 
January 17 Film Festival at Bingley College 

(eight recent mountaineering films) 

January 28 Eiger North Face in Winter: 
lecture by Joe Tasker. 

February 4 Scottish Winter Climbing: 
lecture by Bill March. 

Details from Centresport, 40 Woodhouse lane, Leeds 2. 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 508.251.9059 (C) (M) (S). 

Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347 (S). 
Wyoming: Casper 
Cross Country Mountaineering, 
128 W. Second, 82601. 
Tel. 307.237.2071 (C) (S). 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C). 
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CRAt\llPONS 
to stand and rely on 

in any pace 
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Required reading for the 
serious backp~~Ji~rl.~!im~er. 

These books and brochures are full of hints, facts, 
developments and advice. 

Pindisports staff know and use the equipment they sell, 
so why not call into one of the shops to solve your equip
ment problem, or purchase your reading material. 

' 

Backpacking & Climbing Brochure. Free. Pindisports 
Equipment Guide. 35p inc. post. Backpacking in Britain by 
Robin Adshead & Derrick Booth . £2 .75 inc. post. 
Backpacking by Peter Lumley. 70p inc. post. Also available 
Mountain, Mountain Life and Climber & Rambler. Call in for 
your copy. 

PIO DISPORTS 
14-18 Holborn, London EC1 01-242 3278 • 373-375 Uxbridge Road, Acton, London W3 01-992 6641 
1098 Whitgift Centre, Croydon, Surrey 01-688 2667 • 27-29 Martineau Square, Birmingham 021 - 236 9383 



The argument 
for Anatomic 

• rucsacs cames 
a lot of weight .. 

Extensive f ield testing of the " anatomic" principle has 
shown that for big load carrying the Cyclops system is 
superior to orthodox rucsacs giving greater ease of carrying 
with less effort. If a given load is supported from the 
shoulders only, as on conventional rucsacs, an immediate 
impression of weight is conveyed to the wearer. Similarly, 
if a frame and sac combination is used, the frame pushes 
the centre of gravity of the load away from the back causing 
more effort to be used. However, using the unique Cyclops 
system, the impression of weight carried and effort used 

are considerably reduced. 

turn to page 55 

B6R6HJIUS 34 Dean Street 
Newcastle upon 
Tyne NE1 1PG 

There are a number of optional extras wben 
you visit the Bivouac - all designed to appeal 
to climbers. 

THE BIVOUAC 
56 NORTH PARADE,MATLOCK BATH, DERBYSHIRE. 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30 am. to 6.00 pm and Sawrday ,:md Sunday 9 00 am to 5 30 pm 

MOUNTAINS OF EUROPE 
We represent some of the finest guide associations and 
mountaineering schools of the Alps to assist you on a project 
or to give you professional guidance on classic routes. All 
degrees. Also courses, alpine ski touring and easy hiking. 
Reasonable prices. 

ADVENTURES 
Or, if you prefer, join us on an expedition, trek or wilderness 
adventure to encounter nature and different worlds. We go to 
every part of the globe. 

Write indicating specific interest to: 

EARTH EXPLORERS (Inc.) 
1560A N. Sandburg Terrace, Chicago, II. 60610 

/@/knows 
theropes 

Because we use them . 
Mammut Climbing Ropes were used 
by Jim Whittaker , REI Gen . Mgr., 
and the K-2 Climbing Team. 

$79.50 
postpaid 

Mammut Dynamic Climbing Rope 

A dependable Swiss-made rope. 
Withstands high impact stresses. 
Easy handling and holds knots well. 
It's a rope with a four fall safety 
factor. Conforms to UIAA standards. 
11 mm x 150'. Red/Blue, Yellow/Blue. 

postpaid 

Mammut Dynaflex Climbing Rope 

Top of the line with even more 
reserve strength . Durable. It conforms 
to UIAA standards with a six fall 
safety factor. 11 mm x 165'. 
Orange/Red , Yellow / Red . (See 
other climbing items in our full-color 
catalog included with purchase.) 
Annual money-back dividend to 
Co-op members . 

Shop REI in Seattle and Berkeley. 
Use coupon below or call toll free 
(800) 426-0351 . 

~---------
Recreational Equ ipment Inc. 

" The Original Outdoor Co-op- Est. 1938" 
P.O. Box 22090, Seattle, WA 98122 
□ Enclosed is my check or money 
order for __ Dynamic or __ 
Dynaflex rope(s) . 
Color: ____ _ 
Offer expires March 15, 1976 
Add 5.3% sales tax in Wa.; 6.5% in Cal. 
□ I want to be a member, enclosed 

is $2.00. M-11-M 
□ Please send me free color 

catalog only. 
NAME __________ _ 
ADDRESS _________ _ 
CITY ___________ _ 
STATE _____ _ 
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Changabang 
Chris Bonington,11. Boysen, A. Hankinson, 
D. Baston, B. Sandhu, D. Scott 
Changabang, the hitherto unclimbed 'Matterhorn' 
of the Himalayas, has always had a fascination for 
mountaineers because of its awe-inspiring beauty 
and its sheer inaccessibility. This intensely 
personal account of the first successful attempt by 
a British/Indian expedition led by Chris Bonington, 
is written collectively. It reveals fascinating 
insights into the physical and psychological 
problems of high altitude climbing. 
51 photographs 4 pages of colour 246 x 189 
128 pages £5.75 

Camera on the Crags 
Alan Hankinson 
A Portfolio of Early Rock Climbing Photographs by the 
Abraham Brothers of Keswick. 

These superbly detailed photographs, repro
duced from the original glass negatives capture 
the unique and fascinating experience of the 
formative years of rock climbing in the 1880s. 
Carrying a heavy plate-glass camera over untried 
and dangerous climbs, the brothers photographed 
- mountain landscapes, crags, rock routes, 
climbers in action. The photographs together with 
Alan Hankinson' s full text tells the story of the two 
men, their climbing and their photography, a 
book which any enthusiast will be proud to own. 
110 photographs 276 x 220 140 pages £8.00 

Heinemann 
48 Charles Street, London WIX BAH 

COMPETENT REPAIR SERVICE 
IS AVAILABLE FOR MOUNTAIN FOOTWEAR 

repair appointments are recommended 

a catalog g1vrng details on 
this service and on a selection 
of useful footwear and access
ories can be obtained by 
writing, phoning or visiting 
this shop: 

iox 2106 !Comito 
1-Soot.e 

iE.atra 1Jurk. <!Iolorubo 80517 
p~one: (303) 586-5391 l'-1""•------.., ..... .......Jr..--.,.~. ,- ~,,~~f( 

we've got our winter gear. 

HAVE YOU GOT 
YOURS? 

THE FELLSMAN 
6 High Street, Windermere. (opp. railway station) 

Telephone: 4876 Open Mon.-Sat 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 

BISHOP'S ULTIMATE OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT 
(Superb workmanship) 

ULTIMATE: Expedition tent, external frame, 2-3 person, wt; 10 lb., 

$ 277•50• Options Available. 
PACK LITE II: Versatile, A-frame tent, 2-3 person, 6 way set up, wt; 8 lb 

$157.00 
NET TENT: Insect proof, I-Poles, w/raln fly, 2 person, wt; 4 lb., $69.00. 

For brochure,-send 251 continental, $1.00 overseas to: 
Appalachian Outfitters Box 4-M Oakton, Virginia 22124 

THE BIG MOUNTAIN COUNTRY U.K. 
(Scotland of course) is where you'll find us. From our comfort
able base in a large country house we run courses for SMLTB, 
rockclimbing, general mountaineering and rescue - all year. 

LOCH Ell CENTRE 
by Fort William, Inverness-shire Tel. Corpach 320 



.. so does the 
Cyclops .. 

First in the anatomic 

range. A wedge shaped 
backpacking, climbing 
sac giving a superior 
carry. Manufactured in 

nylon with two 
compartments and hip 

fin pockets. 

turn to inside 
back-cover ... 

B6R6HJIUS 34 Dean Street 
Newcastle upon 
Tyne NE1 1PG 

Spring low 
Concentrated meal 
packs for Campers and 
Backpackers
remember 
concentrated food 
means less weight 
and bulk to carry . 
Meals include : 
Curries, Stews and 
Omelettes-send for 
our catalogue it 
describes no less 
than 50 packs. 

SPRINGLOW Sales ltd 
Marsland Industrial 
Estate, Werneth, 
Oldham, Lanes. 
Tel: 061-624 7904 

B8CK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
Handmade of neoprene nylon, the best iron buckles 
and copper belt rivets, hand set with our own special 
tool. Neoprene nylon does not ice up. Heat sealed 
edges provide further protection against ice build up. 
Will not stretch. No-time-limit guarantee . 
Makers of the famous Chouinard Crampon Straps. Write for free catalog. 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS - BOX 1038 
CRESCENT CITY, CALIFORNIA 95531 

we can supply -•------..:::.__a-, 
everything but the mountain! 

We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, Duvets, 
Waterproof Clothing. Specialise in Backpacking Gear. Plus 
over 40 Tents suitable for Mountain use: names like Clog, Stubai, 
Snowdon, Peck, M .S. R., Bonaiti Cassin, Simond, Chouinard, 
Viking, Mammut, Joanny, Ede/rid, Troll, Salewa, Optimus, 
J.B., MOAC, Henri-Lloyd, Helly Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, 
Point Five, Mountain, Soppy, G. & H., Dachstein, Karrimor, 
Berghaus, Camp Trails, Hawkins, Kastinger, Scarpa, 
Robusta, La Dolomite, Blacks, Vango, Saunders, Marecha/, 
Turblokken, Spring/ow, Ranch House. 

WE HAVE A 
SPECIAL CONTRACT 

DEPARTMENT 
FOR CLUB AND 
EDUCATIONAL 

ORDERS 

You will be dealing with experts - Les 
Halliwell is our technical adviser. Before 
buying your gear, write or phone for our 
EXTRAORDINARY COMPETITIVE 
FREE PRICE LIST Offering Substan
tial Savings. Barclay/ Access accepted. We 
have a large Mail Order Department - most 
items immediate despatch with 7-day 
approval service. 
Specialists in supplying equipment to 
overseas expeditions 

AND FOR 
PERSONAL & DIRECT 

EXPORT 

23/25 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex. Tel. (STD 0277) 221259 

Only 10 minutes from Brentwood Station ; 30 minutes from 

- llldon1111ver-Stre-tation (Soulllld Li- -
I Please send me vour free pnce hst. 

Name 

Address 
I 

I (M.11) I ·- --------· 55 
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The newTENSON all-weather jacket to be used FISHER 
on the 1975 Everest Expedition. New light lining 
Blue, Navy or Yellow Price £38 postage 50p 
Send for one on approval. Borrowdale Road, Keswick 



CYCLOPS 

Roe and Echo 
CYCLOPS ROC 
After extensive testing we have developed the Cyclops Roe - a 
combination of the traditional large capacity single compart
ment sac and the anatomic principle of the Cyclops - giving a 
practical climbing sac which carries heavy loads with ease. A 
major departure, however, is the different sizes now available 
in order to fit a wide range of body types. Fitted with an integral 
aluminium frame, the canvas back is lined with close cell foam 
for greater comfort and top tensioners hold the sac close to 
your back. Hip fins transfer the weight of the load through the 
pelvis. A suede base gives an improved abrasion resistance, 
the top being closed by a draw cord with an extension for 
larger loads and bivvying. A nylon flap, elasticated for a tighter 
fit and closed with two straps and simplex buckles, covers the 
sac top with a zipped pocket for camera, waterproofs, maps, etc. 
Accessory patches on the sides of the sac allow pockets or skis 
to be attached. Capacity 80 litres 

CYCLOPS ECHO 
As with Cyclops and Cyclops Roe, this sac features an integral 
frame, padded back and ··wrap around"" fins to give the com
fortable carrying position which has become so popular. The 
base compartment, in suede, should be filled with soft items, 
such as clothes, sleeping bag, etc. in order to achieve a close 
fit to the back, aided by tensioning straps from the top of the 
sac to the padded shoulder harness. The convenience of a 
zipped pocket on the lid together with 2 side pockets greatly 
increases the capacity of the sac and make it ideal as an 
expedition or backpacking sac. The sac lid is elasticated to 
give a weatherproof fit and an extension to the top of the sac 
allows larger loads to be carried when required. Available in 
three sizes. Capacity 77 litres 

B6R6HJIUS 
34 Dean Street Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1 PG England 

Gil Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c/o 56 Sylvester Road, London N.2. 



Weather Gear this light really be waterproof? 

Paer ~ttw,,., 
makes great looking climbers! 
FROM CLI MBING AND 
SPORTS SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 

PETER STORM A LSO MANUFACTU RES: 
Bukflex 'No Sweat' Foul Weather Gear 
PVC on Nylon Foul W eather Gear 
Oiled Wool Sweaters 

Lightweight foul weather gear is superb to wear, but 
only if it is 100% waterproof and tough . That depends 
on "high count" nylon, carefully proofed with 

minimum of six layers of a ' specially form 
polyurethane coating to fabric and seam 

Peter Storm uses his own uniquely 
polyurethane which assures you 
w aterproof featherweight clothiAI,, u 
anywhere. It's a Peter Storm excl 

That 's why Peter St dir, 
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