




The newTENSON all-weather jacket to be used FISHER 
on the 1975 Everest Expedition. New light lining 
Blue, Navy or Yellow Price £38 postage 50p 
Send for one on approval. Borrowdale Road, Keswick 
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The abseil on 
Dream of 
White Horses 

Bes11en1 
tn1he world. 

NIPOTENT 
At 5¼ pounds 
the Omnipotent is an 
unbeatable marriage of 
strength and light weight. 
Outstanding performance 
in wind, snow and rain, yet 
equally suitable for summer 
use. 
Designed for two adults, 
the Omnipotent will 
accomodate three climbers 
in bivouac conditions. 

For more information, write: 

EARLY WINTERS, LTD. 
300-R Queen Anne Ave. N . 
Seattle, Washington 98109. 
U.S.A. 

Conventional triangular tent. 

snow load results 
in a loss of 
interior 
space. 

Omnipotent. 
Arch supports heavy snow 
load with no loss of space. 
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We stock: Karrimor, Troll, Vango, 
La Dolomite, Joe Brown, Stubai, 

and many other leading makes. 

Visit our new climbers' 
store in Macclesfield on 

your way to the Peak 

at Camping and Caravan 
Distributors Ltd. Brookside Mill, 

Elizabeth Street, Macclesfield. 

THE PENNINE CENTRE 
open 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. for seven days a week. Special discounts for Clubs. 

The finest In U.S. and European equipment 
from Paul Ross, BIIIAughton and Frank Simon 

Olmblng School 
U.S.Oistribu1orof lheJ.B.Hard Hat 

Bac494, MainSt, NorthO::tn#ay, 
New Har, ipstire, USA tel 603.356.5287 
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Climb wit}i <¥HA 
Whatever clothing or equipment you need 
for your next climbing holiday, the chances 

are we have it. Top quality and economy 
lines. All at fair prices-and backed by 
as much free help and advice as you want. 
Call in or telephone for the full facts 
or a copy of our climbing catalogue. 

c;yHA eve.,:tone~ climbing ceritte 
London : 29 John Adam Street. WC2 Telephone 01 -839 1722 

Birmingham : 35 Cannon Street. 82 Telephone 021 -643 5180 
Manchester 36/38 Fountain Street. M2 Telephone 061 -834 7119 

~ VHA Services Ltd 

The 107 goes to Zaire 
No, it's not the latest bus route . We're just informing you that our 
famous Sella 107 boot has successfully completed a lengthy spell of 
service in the recent Zaire River Expedition. The team sent this report: 

" Capt. Tom Mabe (left) of the U.S. army wore boots 
provided by Berghaus throughout the expedition. 
They were soaked in the Zaire River and scorched by 
the sun but were still as good as new at the end. In 
these climes, shoes can be worn through in 8 weeks 
but the boots have stood up remarkably well. Every
one who has had them is full of praise for these items.' 

The Scarpa Bronzo too, has been performing with dis
tinction of late. John N. Merrill, on his recent 420 mile 
East of England Heritage Walk, commented: 

" On this walk I used the same Bronzo boots as on the 
Irish Walk and apart from having them resoled, the 
boots have withstood the rough punishment of the 
walk. As an item of interest, the boots have, in the 
space of a year, walked over 3000 miles and should 
last the Summer expeditions I have planned." 

Don't take our word for 1t. Ask to see them at your 
local outdoor shop, along with our other quality 
range. 

BfJtGHJlllS 
34 Dean Street 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 1PG Tel. 23561 
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Totem 60 
Totem 60- the medium model in the Totem 

range, will appeal to lady backpackers and more 
adventurous youths with expedition ambitions. 

Technical Features 
• 60 litre capacity including two useful side 

pockets 
• 'Simplex' buckles where you need quick and 

easy access. 
e Constructed entirely from hardwearing 7 oz. 

P .U. coated nylon. 
• Adaptable for use either with pack frame or 

with 'U' tube and harness. 
• Available in choice of colours .. yellow 

or olive 

Price : £12.60 

'75 Gear Guide now available - 24 pages of information, 
advice and equipment in full colour. Demand made last 
years digest a collectors item - don 't be disappointed 

this year - send now to: 

NEW IN BRITAIN 
The CMl'S'Ring 

oescender 

This is called the '8' Ring because 
of its shape - that's obvious. 
There are 8 advantages over other 
descenders of this type, but that's 
just coincidence. 

The '8' Ring is an incredibly strong 
aircraft alloy aluminium hot forging 
and has been tested to a pu 11 of 
9,200lbs without shearing. 

2. It weighs only 4.2 ounces - less than 
the weight of two forged carabiners 
and half the weight of some other 
descenders. 

3. It is exceptionally compact being less 
than 5½ inches long. 

4 . It is the ONLY device of its type 
which can be used with either one or 
two carabiners for attachment. 

6. The '8' Ring surface is a new special 
anodizing which helps dissipate heat. 

7. The anodizing makes the '8' Ring 
exceptionally long wearing. 

8. Rope life is extended because the 
anodizing prevents aluminium oxide 
particles abrading the rope. 

Ask for details at your nearest 
Ultimate Dealer or write to 
Ultimate Equipment Limited, 
Dept . M2, The Butts, Warkworth, 
Morpeth, Northumberland 

NE650~, 

.... ~ 
eqw.pment 

Adventure with Ultimate confidence 

There are a number of optional extras wben 
you visit the Bivouac • all designed to appeal 
to climbers. 

THE BIVOUAC 
56 NORTH PARADE,MATLOCK BATH, DERBYSHIRE. 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30 am. to 6.00 pm and Saturday ,md Svnday 9 00 am to 5 JO pm 

RICK'S MOUNTAIN SHOP 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

Retail Outlet for the Odin Equipment Company. 
Srecializing in Mail Order Service throughout 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Sole distributor of Chouinard Equipment. 
Stockist of Chouinard, Edelrid, Forrest, 
Leeper, lnteralp, Jumar, Mammut, Galibier, 
Point Five and other leading brands. 

Troll, 
Seab, 

Owned and managed by experienced climbers. 
Shop: 531 Milton Road, Toowong, Brisbane 
Mail order: P.O. Box 12, Toowong 4066, Queensland, 
Australia. Tel. 70.2294 or 933.771 



THE FEbbSiMAN 
A NEW CLIMBING SHOP IN WINDERMERE 

Catering for both walkers and rock-climbers 

Just 40yds from the main A591 road, almost 
opposite the station - why not drop in on 
your way to the mountains? 

THE FELLSMAN. 6 High Street, Windermere, Cumbria 

BeCK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
Handmade of neoprene nylon , the best iron buckles 
and copper belt rivets, hand set with our own special 
tool. Neoprene nylon does not ice up . Heat sealed 
edges provide further protection against ice build up . 
Will not stretch. No-time-limit guarantee. 
Makers of the famous Chouinard Crampon Straps. Write for free catalog. 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS - BOX 1038 
CRESCENT CITY, CALIFORNIA 95531 

ON TOP WITH GEAR FOR 
CLIMBERS DOWN UNDER 

Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
69 Liverpool St., Sydney, Australia. 

COME CAMPING. CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURY. Tel. 021-556 0802 

½ mile from M1, MS & M6. Ample free parking, list of routes and 
street map free (We also have an indoor Ski School - 64ft. slope) . 

~ 

,. Join Dou"! Haston 
/ at the l~ational School 

of Mofuttaineering in 
~(!Y,Sin;"Switzerland witzerland 

Joe Brown 
New this year - increased dimensions giving 
larger internal capacity, larger Karrimat in back 

pouch and can now be used with frame if 
preferred. 

Technical Features 
1. Elasticated flap : keeps out rain whatever the load. 
2. Combined ski / pocket attachment, may be used 

with either seperately or both together. 
3. 'Simplex' buckles fitted on all straps where 

instant adjustability combined with a firm 
lock are essential. 

4. Double lapped base designed so that water 
runs off, not in . 

Price: £17.95 (with Karrimat) 
£16.95 (without Karrimat) 

A note for orienteers, fell runners and any other dedicated 
masochists .. The Marathon date this year is two weeks 

later than usual .. October 25th /26th 1975 
Send for the Kam'mor Everest Route Poster . . . price 50p 

including postage and packing. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

The Growing Polution of 
the Mountains 

Few can have failed to observe the growing deterioration of the 
environment in which we climb, an environment which for most of 
us adds considerable charm to the sport. The deterioration comes in 
a number of ways: there are the large-scale onslaughts made on the 
mountains by economic interests, notably to satisfy the requirements 
of industry, mining consortia, forestry and tourism, and there is the 
destruction in detail, usually perpetrated by individual mountain
users. 

The Big Projects 
Clearly, there are occasions when the interests of mountain-lovers 
clash with the broader needs of the community; ironically, this 
often arises as a result of our pursuing the economic success that 
allows us the freedom to visit and enjoy the mountains in the first 
place. The solution should be a matter of informed debate and 
eventual compromise, but the situation is rapidly growing out of hand 
as the bulldozers of bureaucracy sweep all before them. It is im
possible to ignore the ugliness which arises as ever-increasing 
tracts of our already sorely depleted 'wilderness' areas are engulfed 
by the greedy maws of commerce: the new roads and tracks being 
driven through mountain country; oil installations and mineral extrac
tion sites; the intrusive projects of the CEG B; the battalions of conifers 
drawn up in regimental order on our hillsides; and even the tourist 
paraphernalia - the car parks and information centres which spring 
up like mushrooms under the auspices of supposedly protective 
National Park Authorities. 

The bigger projects are sometimes met with hostile and bitter 
opposition, and occasionally overcome. More often, though, the 
cause is lost, and the prostesters melt away, leaving the pillagers to 
do their worst. Such a dispirited reaction, although understandable, 
is short-sighted: with persistence it might be possible to minimize at 
least the visual intrusion of some of the major schemes. New roads 
and tracks could be blended into the background, if suitable 
surfaces were used and trouble taken to landscape unsightly 
embankments and cuttings. Large-scale forestry operations may be 
in the national interest, but surely the edges of plantations could be 
made less rigid, and the monotonous conifers interspersed with 
deciduous trees or bushes, and phased back from roads to retain at 
least something of the stolen views. 

There may also be a tactical battle to be fought. If those who faced 
the CEGB over the Marchlyn project in North Wales had realized the 
futility of their struggle at an early stage, they might have been able 
to approach the problem differently, perhaps bartering with the 
Board for permission to dismantle the ugly hydro-electric pipelines 
that disfigure the south side of Snowdon. Then, at least, a magnificent 
landscape might have been restored in payment for a new outrage. 
Similar 'deals' may still be possible elsewhere. 

The Other Extreme: Mountain Litter 
Climbers have traditionally been fairly apathetic about large-scale 
invasions of the mountain environment. They have ignored all but 
the most outrageous intrusions, and have even been prepared to add 
their own minor contribution by taking traditional British untidiness 
to the crags and mountain-tops. For years, rubbish has been quietly 
secreted in 'natural waste-bins' - usually some dark crevasse under a 
boulder - by climbers too lazy to carry their debris down the 
mountain, but at least aware of the unpleasant visual impact of 
cans, orange peel and the like. 

All this was bearable, if regrettable, but a more aggressive trend is 
now developing. Litter is being prominently and unashamedly 
dumped, almost at random, throughout the mountain landscape. It 
is by no means unusual to come across clusters of empty milk 
bottles nestling in rocky hollows, or choking the ditches in 
mountain moorland; and that problem is nothing to the one posed by 
the 'disposable' beer/soft-drink can, without which no wild spot can 
truly be said to be complete. 

The problem, of course, is easily defined: it is a matter of laziness, 
selfishness, insouciance and, indeed, of downright insult to 
landscape and fellow-man alike. The solution, like the problem, is 
concerned with individual behaviour, which means that the effort 
required to do something about it is minute, as far as each person 
is concerned. The Peak Park's proposals that climbing clubs might 

adopt crags, and keep them tidy, could be a move in the right 
direction, if handled discreetly. 

The Rock Vandals 
Apart from the massive incursions and the niggling litter problem, 
there are abuses that are ours, and ours alone. Graffiti - route names 
and other messages carved at the foot of the cliff - constitute one 
of the worst of these. Already, Tryfan, ldwal Slabs and Tremadoc, to 
name just three Welsh crags that come to mind, together with many 
gritstone outcrops, have been badly damaged; soon, we can expect 
the great crags like Cloggy, Scafell and Carn Dearg to be defaced, 
unless the carvers are stopped - by being challenged in the act. The 
practice is thoughtless, and an abuse of the enjoyment of others. 
As such it should be outlawed. 

Another developing malpractice (despite the new purism) is the 
growing use of pitons on routes (often quite easy ones) that have 
been climbed for decades without them. Ordinary Severes and 
V. Diffs are currently being defaced. The perpetrators of these deeds 
should be discredited publicly and immediately, by the most 
effective means available - ridicule and scorn . Indeed, the possession 
of pitons on easy routes should be considered evidence of guilt. 

The Powder Puff Kids 
The most recent, and in some ways the most controversial, abuse of 
the climbing environment derives from the growing use of chalk. This 
is a practice that has come from America, where it has been widely, 
though not universally, adopted. The aim is to maximize the friction 
on handholds. Climbers carry on their waists a small bag, into 
which they periodically dip their hands as they climb. If chalk were 
used merely to assist in the odd difficult move on the occasional 
top-standard new route, few would have grounds for complaint. 
'Chalking-up', however, has become a fashionable habit. Climbers 
now do it as much to calm their nerves as to make moves easier: 
the actual dipping of the hands has become a kind of nervous tic, 
by which climbers steady themselves on big routes. 

All this would be fine if it remained solely a matter of personal 
preference, but chalk-users are leaving trails of white blotches over 
some of the finest climbs in Britain. And rain does not always have 
the cleansing effect it is reputed to have in this respect . Often, after 
rain, the chalk residue, particularly if combined with resin, becomes a 
slippery paste, which clogs the grain of the rock and, ironically, 
encourages subsequent climbers to use chalk as well. 

Chalk usage not only diminishes one of the principle pleasures of 
rock-climbing - the primitive delight in the feel of the rock - it also 
interferes in the mental sphere : chalked holds stand out from below, 
indicating many of the secrets of a route in advance, and thereby 
removing its technical mystery. Finally, it is aesthetically insulting to 
find the visual balance of a cliff destroyed by chalk-dusted routes. 

The Powder Puff Kids must be challenged: they must be barracked 
remorselessly when they attempt to use chalk on ordinary routes . It 
may be unrealistic to call for the complete renunciation of chalk, but 
one can ask its devotees, many of whom are among the finest 
climbers in the country, to reserve its use solely for the isolated 
case - the odd hold on the odd exceptionally difficult route. Like 
pitons, chalk should not be used on climbs that have been done 
without it. Perhaps one of the Americans, like Yvon Chouinard or 
'Hof Henry, could start the cult of the 'first chalk-free ascent', to 
replace this odious fashion with which they have lumbered us. 

So how is the climber to deal with this growing catalogue of 
mountain abuse? Some threats are not so simple, and call for 
sophisticated and well-organized responses. Others, such as the 
litter problem, are exceedingly simple, and call merely for personal 
determination and self control to put them right, and maybe a little 
good-humoured barracking to replace the polite complacency to 
which we are prone. But failure to act at all will merely leave us 
easy prey to the zealous National Park Bureaucrats, who seem only 
too eager to extend their powers of interference and regulation . 

Perhaps climbers in other countries should take note of the situation 
that has developed in Britain, for it would seem that this one-time 
stronghold of climbing purism and sensitive aesthetic awareness has 
veered alarmingly off course. 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Hidden Peak and Everest climbs 
top major Himalayan season 
The Himalayan season has built 
up into one of the most impor
tant for several years, with 
scores of very strong expedi
tions operating all across the 
range. There have been some 
disappointing failures on K2, 
the Lhotse/Nuptse Wall, and 
on some of the interesting 
smaller peaks of the Karakoram. 
But these have been more than 
outweighed by the welter of 
major successes that have been 
reported in the last few weeks. 
Two expeditions stand out, 
each completely different in 

NEPAL 

We would normally place 
Nepal notes here, but in order 
to carry the most up-to-date 
information on the Everest 
climb, we have moved them 
to the end of the Himalayan 
section. 

GHARWAL 

Nanda Devi (25,645ft.) 
An lndo-French expedition, led 
by Yves Pollet-Villard, failed in 
its attempt to traverse the con
necting ridge between Nanda 
Devi and Nanda Devi East. 
This has been a French objec
tive ever since 1951, when 
Gilbert Vignes and Roger Duplat 
disappeared while attempting 
the traverse. The expedition 
split into two groups, each of 
which established a series of 
camps up the two peaks. The 
Main Summit was reached on 
June 14 by Jean Coudray and 
Raymond Renaud, who were 
followed a day later by Balwant 
Sandhu and Prem Chana. At 
the same time, the East Summit 
was climbed by Pollet-Villard, 
Walter Cecchinel and Dorji 
Lahtoo. On June 18 and 19, 
two parties (Coudray and 
Renaud from the west, and 
Pollet-Villard, Cecchinel and 
Charles Dubois from the east) 
attempted to traverse towards 
each other along the connecting 
ridge, but premature monsoon 
conditions made the climbing 
too arduous and dangerous, 
and the project was abandoned. 
The climbers nevertheless felt 
that the traverse would be 
possible in good conditions, 
and next year the Indians in
tend to join up with a Japanese 
party for another try. 
Kedernath (22,770ft.) 
An ascent was made in May 
1974 by a large team from the 
lndo-Tibetan Border Police. 
Nilkantha (21,640ft.) 
Another Border Police team, 

concept, yet each representing 
outstanding mountaineering 
accomplishments. Reinhold 
Messner and Peter Habeler 
acheived the staggering feat of 
climbing the North-West Face 
of Hidden Peak (26,470ft.) in 
just three days of alpine-style 
climbing . A few weeks later, 
Chris Bonington's Everest 
South- West Face Expedition 
succeeded in climbing a face 
that had defeated six previous 
attempts. A new route, some 
good weather and first class 
planning all combined to allow 

?,, ., 

Above: All smiles on the 
eastern front after a successful 
year for Indian climbers. Here 
Indira Ghandi meets Bharati 
Banerjee and other members of 
the Mukarbeh team. 

led by S. P. Chamoli, climbed 
this peak in June 1974 by a 
route up the North Face. 
Shivling (21,466ft.) 
The Border Police were also 
active here. A team led by 
Hukam Singh, but curiously 
manned by several very ex
perienced Sherpas, made the 
first ascent of this celebrated 
and difficult peak on June 3, 
1974. Three camps were estab
lished and over 7,000ft. of rope 
was fixed on terrain that was 
reported to involve the highest 
standard of rock and ice climb
ing. The summit was eventually 
reached by Laxman Singh, 
Dorje, Pemba Tharkey, Pasang 
Tsering and Ang Tharkey. 
A second ascent was made on 
June 20 by another expedition. 
The summit party in this case 
consisted of Nima Chewang, 
Pasang Namgyal and 
Harshamani Nautiyal. 
Other Expeditions in the 
Gharwal 
Indian teams were very active 
in this area during 1974, and 
the following peaks received 
ascents : Devistan I (21, 190ft.) , 

Doug Scott and Dougal Haston 
to make their final push late 
in September. They even 
managed to survive a bivouac 
at 28,600ft. unscathed, during 
their descent. Later however, 
Mick Burke was killed during 
a second summit bid. 
The Austrian Yalungkang suc
cess was noted in Mountain 44. 
The other major events have all 
been in the Karakoram. Gasher
brum 3, the highest unclimbed 
peak in the world, was climbed 
by two women and two men, 
members of a strong Polish 

by N. K. Katira, Tej Singh and 
Karam Bahadar; Trisul 
(23,360ft.), by a six-man team ; 
Bahaguna Parbat (P.21,220ft.), 
also by a six-man team ; 
Hanuman (19,930ft.), by two 
women climbers and two 
Sherpas; Gangotri (21 ,890ft.), 
by a ten-man expedition that 
also climbed several other 
nearby peaks; Devtoli 
(P.22,270ft.), a peak between 

expedition . The same party also 
climbed Gasherbrum 2 by a 
new route. Another Polish team 
climbed Broad Peak by a new 
route, but unfortunately three 
members of the five-man sum
mit team were killed on the 
descent. The French also 
climbed a new route on 
Gasherbrum 2, but they also 
lost a man in the process. 
Many other climbs have been 
made, and the season is not 
yet over; there could be further 
successes to report in our next 
issue. 

Maiktoli and Mrigthuni, by 
Harish Kapadia and Mahesh 
Desai, two members of a five 
man expedition ; Chaturangi 
(20,270ft.), by three Indians 
and a Sherpa; Bandarpunch 
(20,720ft.), by eight climbers 
and three Sherpas, via a new 
route from the north-east ; and 
Kedarnath Dome (22,400ft.) , 
by one Indian climber and two 
Sherpas. 

PUNJAB 

Mulkila 6 (20,&00ft.) 
A ten-man I ndo-American 
expedition, led by Lute Jerstad, 
climbed this peak in May, via 
a route up the North-East Face. 
Mukarbeh (19,910ft.) 
An Indian Ladies· Expedition 
made the second ascent of this 
problematic peak, first climbed 
by the British in 1968 after a 
number of earlier failures . The 
summit was reached by Miss 
Bharati Banerjee, with Sherpas 
Nowang and Tashi. 

Messner and Habeler 
climb Hidden Peak in a 
three day alpine-style push 
KARAKORAM 

Gasherbrum 1/ Hidden Peak 
(26,470ft.) 
One of the most audacious 
Himalayan ascents of recent 
times was acheived on August 
10 by Reinhold Messner and 
Peter Habeler, when they clim 
bed this mountain by a new 
route up the North - West Face. 
They approached up the Lower 
Gasherbrum Glacier, and, after 
climbing the first two icefalls, 
they broke off to the east and 
camped at Gasherbrum La at 

19,500ft. below the face. 
The following day they climbed 
a very steep 4,000ft. mixed 
face ( comparable to the 
Matterhorn North Face) and 
made a second bivouac on a 
slight snow shoulder below the 
easier final slopes. On the 10th 
they completed their climb by 
ascending the final 3,000ft. 
snow and ice slope. They re
gained their bivouac site on the 
same day, and descended to 
the valley on the 11th. Thus the 
whole climb was done in alpine 
style with a very rapid ascent 



and descent. Messner had just 
completed an expedition to 
Lhotse and was therefore ac
climatized, but it was Habeler's 
first visit to the Himalayas, and 
the climb is therefore (for him 
in particular) a physiological 
feat of some note. 
The climb has been hailed as a 
major event in Italy, and both 
Riccardo Cassin and Walter 
Bonatti have praised it as a very 
avante-garde ascent. 
Gasherbrum 2 (26,360ft.) 
A fifteen-man French expedition, 
led by Jean-Pierre Fresafond 
and including such well-known 
climbers as Yannick Seigneur, 
Marc Batard, Louis Audoubert 
and Bernard Macho, climbed 
this mountain by a new route 
up the South Spur. This is a 
line rather to the right of that 
taken by the 1956 Austrian ex
pedition. The summit was 
reached by Batard and Seigneur 
on June 18. A second summit 
bid by Audoubert and Bernard 
Villaret, was less successful. 
They bivouacked at 25,900ft. 
on the evening of the 18th. The 
weather had already started to 
deteriorate, however, and 
Villaret was too tired to con
tinue. Audoubert left the 
bivouac at 3.30 a.m. for a solo 
attempt, but after a six hour 
struggle the worsening 
weather proved too much and 
he returned to the bivouac. 
Here, Villaret, far from recover
ing, had deteriorated. The 
following day Audoubert 
descended alone, in tempera
tures of minus 60° centigrade, 
and hampered by over three 
feet of new snow. Villaret 
perished on the mountain. 
Gasherbrum 2 and 3 
(26,090ft.) 
A large Polish expedition of ten 
men and ten women, led by 
Janusz Onyszkiewicz, climbed 
both of these mountains in 
August. They followed the first 
part of the 1956 Austrian route, 
and then continued to the col 
between the two peaks. At this 
point one group turned its at
tention to the West Ridge of 
Gasherbrum 2 which was clim
bed on August 1 by Onyszkie
wicz and Krzysztof Zdzito
wieck i, and also (reportedly) by 
four others. They all descended 
to the east, down the Austrian 
Route, to reach one of the 
lower camps. Meanwhile the 
women had been tackling the 
East Ridge of Gasherbrum 3, 
under the leadership of Wanda 
Rutkiewicz. The men reinforced 
the women's team and at 6 p.m. 
on August 11 they reached the 
summit of the highest un 
climbed mountain in the world . 
Four climbers took part in the 
final ascent. They were 
Onyszkiewicz and his English 
wife Alison (nee Chadwick) , 
Rutkiewicz and Zdzitowiecki. 
Broad Peak (26,400ft.) 
In July, 1974, an eight-man 
Japanese expedition, led by 
Tatsuro Arioka, attempted to 

climb the West Ridge of North 
Peak, but failed to find a route. 
The party then turned its 
attention to the north side of 
the mountain and attempted a 
ridge leading up from the Sella 
Pass. This proved to be too 
long, and the attempt was 
abandoned at 20,675ft. Even
tually, the expedition climbed 
a small peak, P. 6394 
(20,978ft.), to the north-west 
of the Sella Pass. 
This year a fifteen-man Polish 
expedition, led by Janusz 
Ferenski, made a new route up 
the West Face. The line taken 
was rather to the left of that 
followed by the 1959 Austrian 
Expedition. Five members of 
the party completed the route 
and reached the summit of 
North Peak at 9 p.m. During 
the descent however three of 
the climbers are reported to have 
fallen to their deaths. 
KZ (28,ZS0ft.) 
An American expedition, led by 
Jim Whittacker and including 
Jim Wickwire, Galen Rowell , 
Rob Schaller, Fred Dunham, 

Above: The South Face of 
Trango Tower, with the British 
route and camps marked. 
Photo: Joe Brown 

Lief Norman Patterson, Fred 
Stanley, Lou Whittacker and 
Dianne Roberts, failed in an 
attempt to climb a new route up 
the North- West Ridge. Above 
Camp 2, at about 23,000ft., a 
very sharp horizontal rock ridge 
with several difficult gendarmes 
presented a problematic ob
stacle, which the party consi
dered too difficult for load
carrying. Since any further 
progress on the route would 
have required a substantial 
build-up of supplies beyond 
this point, the attempt was 
abandoned. The high-point 
was reached by Lou Whittacker, 
Wickwire, Schaller, Rowell and 
Patterson. Ironically, the route 
had been reconnoitred during 
the previous season, but the 
reconnaissance party, ham
pered by cloudy conditions, 
had failed to gauge the diffi
culty of this section of the ridge. 

Trango Tower (20,S00ft.) 
A British expedition, consisting 
of Mo Anthoine, Martin Boysen, 
Ian McNaught Davis, Joe 
Brown, Will Barker and Dave 
Potts, failed in an attempt to 
make the first ascent of this 
small but difficult peak. A route 
was found up a long and easy 
couloir above the Trango 
Glacier, to the foot of the rock 
tower itself. A camp was estab
lished at the top of the couloir. 
Thereafter, the climbing be
came very difficult, hard iced
up rock steps being inter
spersed with sections of mixed 
climbing . Camp 2 was a snow 
hole in the snow-field at one 
third height. The route con
tinued up steepening rock walls, 
leading to an obvious chimney 
system. Boysen, Anthoine and 
Barker forced this section of 
the route, until Boysen, climb 
ing a difficult free and artificial 
pitch, jammed his leg in a wide 
crack and was unable to extri
cate it. A potentially serious 
situation developed : Boysen 
was stuck in the middle of a 
steep area of rock, and his com
panion (Anthoine) was unable 
to help him. 
Eventually, after struggling for 
over two hours, Boysen 
managed to effect an escape 
by cutting his breeches with a 
piton . Having little food or time 
left, the climbers abandoned 
their attempt at this point, 
some 600ft. below the summit. 
K 12 (24,503ft.) 
A five-man Japanese expedition, 
led by Goro lwatsubo, made 
the first ascent of this mountain 
on August 30, 1974, via a route 
from the North- West Col. The 
summit was reached by Shinichi 
Tagachi and Tsutomu Ito. Dur
ing their descent, the pair were 
forced to make an extended 
bivouac due to a severe storm. 
Two days later, they continued 
down towards Camp 4. At 
6.30 p.m. they radioed lwatsubo 
at Camp 2, and told him that 
they had both slipped and were 
hanging on the rope suspended 
from an ice piton. Nothing 
further was heard, and a search 
party found no trace of the 
climbers at Camp 4. It seems 
likely that they fell to their 
deaths on the Siachen Glacier. 
This year another Japanese ex 
pedition made the second 
ascent of the peak, the summit 
being reached on August 4, by 
three climbers. 
Kampir Dior (23,435ft.) 
A six-man Japanese team, led 
by Keiji Enda, made the first 
ascent of this peak on June 14. 
Sia Kangri (24,350ft.) 
An Austrian group, consisting 
of Wolfgang Stefan, Heidi and 
Albin Schelbert and Peter 
Liechti, climbed the Central 
Summit (c. 24,000ft.) from the 
south-west, on August 11, 
1974. The Northern (higher) 
Summit was first climbed by 
G. 0. Dyhrenfurth"s party in 
1934. 
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Other Expeditions in the 
Karakoram 
A six-man British expedition 
(Leader, Don Morrison), aiming 
at a serious attempt on The 
Ogre, was so delayed by porter 
strikes and slow transport that 
it failed even to reach its objec
tive. In the time left available, 
however, the party managed to 
make the first ascents of two 
20,000ft. peaks above Ho Bluk. 
Another British expedition, led 
by Doug Scott, was similarly 
delayed and failed to close 
with its chosen objective of 
Sospun Brakk. Instead, the 
climbers attempted a 20,000ft. 
peak above the Biaho Glacier, 
but retreated in the face of 
rock difficulties several 
hundred feet below the 
summit. 
A French expedition, led by 
Jean Frehel, failed in a bid to 
climb Paiju. This peak seems 
to be particularly exposed to 
inclement weather, and the 
French encountered bad snow 
conditions, which other nearby 
expeditions did not experience. 
Eventually, one of the climbers 
sustained a broken leg as the 
result of an avalanche, and the 
party spent most of their 
remaining time evacuating the 
casualty from the mountain. 
Other expeditions to the Kara
koram this year included pro
jects on The Cathedral, Sia 
Kangri, Teram Kangri, Lobsang 
West, Spantik, K6, Latok 1 and 
Batura Mustagh 1, but we have 
not yet received information 
on these. 
Porter Problems 
Most expeditions to the Baltoro 
and Biaho regions were beset 
with transport delays at both 
Rawalpindi and Skardu, and 
then had to face further prob
lems with their porters. Having 
agreed wage rates averaging 
40 rupees per man/per day in 
Askole, expeditions found that 
they had to deal with many 
strikes and go-slows during the 
march-in. Some parties tried 
to buy their way out of the 
problem, while others haggled 
and were delayed even further. 
The cumulative effect of all 
these set-backs was that most 
expeditions found that they 
had under-budgeted in terms 
of both time and money, and 
therefore found difficulty in 
achieving their mountaineering 
projects. 
The prevailing feeling among 
the climbers was that money 
was being squeezed out of 
them at every possible oppor
tunity. The situation will 
probably improve when the 
Karakoram Highway opens to 
Skardu and Gilgit, but until then 
climbers can expect little but 
trouble and frustration, in sharp 
contrast to the ( comparatively) 
cheerful efficiency encountered 
in Nepal. 
Correspondents: Adams-Carter, 
Guha, McNaught-Davis, Brown 
and Messner 
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Everest South-West Face 
climbed. Haston and 
Scott first up, but Burke 
killed on repeat attempt 
NEPAL 

Everest (29,028ft.) 
Chris Bonington's South-West 
Face Expedition achieved an 
early and unexpected success in 
late September. Having arrived 
in Base Camp in late August, 
the climbers immediately set to 
their task of establishing the 
route rapidly, despite the 
Ii ngering danger of the wet and 
unstable snow of the late mon
soon . The tactic paid off, and 
by mid September they had 
closed with the Rock Band. 
Here they were lucky to find a 
route up the left-hand gully, 
and thus were able to deal 
speedily with the obstacle that 
had confounded previous ex
peditions. Camp Six was esta
blished, and the final section of 
the route was polished off with 
little fuss by Dougal Haston 
and Doug Scott in one long 
day of climbing, with a bivouac 
on the descent. They reached 
the South Summit late in the 
day, but decided to continue 
to the top and risk the bivouac, 
which they luckily survived 

ALASKA/YUKON 

relatively unscathed. The climb 
was completed on September 
24, just thirty-three days after 
the expedition had reached 
Base Camp. 

A second attempt was mounted 
two days later by Pete 
Boardman and Pertemba in 
one rope, and Martin Boysen 
and Mick Burke in another. 
Boardman and Pertemba, aided 
by the fixed ropes and the 
tracks left by Scott and 
Haston, made rapid progress 
and reached the summit at 
1.30 p.m. They were closely 
followed by Burke, who had 
continued alone after Boysen 
had been forced to retreat be
ca use of problems with his 
oxygen, and after loosing a 
crampon. Burke met the others 
on the summit ridge, as they 
were descending. The visibility 
was poor and the weather was 
deteriorating. Nevertheless, 
Burke continued up, and 
Boardman and Pertemba 
carried on down. They planned 
to meet again at the South 
Summit to continue the descent 

together. Burke never arrived. 
Boardman and Pertemba 
waited for him for over an 
hour in worsening weather, 
until they were forced to de
scend themselves having con
cluded that Burke must have 
fallen while descending the 
summit ridge. 
After this disaster the expedi
tion was abandoned, and the 
climbers retreated back to 
Base Camp. 
Thus the South-West Face has 
at last been climbed and the 
route was finally clinched, 
fittingly, by Haston and Scott, 
both of whom had played 
leading roles in two of the 
previous attempts. The weather 
was kind, and the other factor 
that particularly contributed to 
the success was the astute 
planning based on the accu
mulated experience from pre
vious failures. The resolve of 
the team (a very experienced 
one) to hit the mountain with 
all their energies, early in the 
season, also appears to have 
been an important ingredient. 
One can only regret that the 
venture cost the life of such a 
seasoned campaigner, lost 
while making an admirable solo 
attempt to reach the summit. A 
full account of the climb will 
be published in Mountain 46. 

Other Expeditions 
Japanese teams attempting 
Baudha, Dhaulagiri 2, Peak 29 
and Himalchuli in the pre
monsoon season all failed to 
achieve their objectives. 

New routes on South Triple Peak 
and Mt.Deborah. Winter ascents 
of Mts.Blackburn and Foraker 
Mt. McKinley (20,320ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) Two 
climbs of note were made on 
the South Face in the 1974 
season. In May, an eight-man 
Japanese team climbed the 
Cassin Ridge; during the 
descent, Yoshikazu Okada fell 
to his death when a fixed line 
broke. In June, six Polish 
climbers, led by Henryk Fur
manik, made an ascent of the 
West Rim of the South Face. 
Mt. Foraker (17,395ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) A Swiss/ 
American group came close to 
climbing the North-East Ridge 
in May 1974, but the attempt 
was foiled by a prolonged 
storm. 
A group consisting of Pete 
Reagan, Joe Davidson, Bob 
Fries, Jim Given, Mark Green
field, Pippo Liami, Eric Morgan 
and Frank Uher climbed the 
South-East Ridge in June, 

1974, after adding a new start 
up the spur to the left of the 
1963 start. 
In February of this year, Steve 
and Gary Tandy climbed the 
South-East Ridge in five days, 
thereby achieving the first 
winter ascent of the mountain. 
Earlier, they and three others 
had made a prolonged and 
abortive bid to climb the 
South Ridge. 
Mt. Hayes (13,700ft.) 
(Hayes Range) The North 
Ridge was climbed in May, 
1974, by Charles Wilson, Pat 
Pyne, Steve Hackett, James 
Brady, Dan Osborne and Ken 
Irving 
Mt. Deborah (12,540ft.) 
(Hayes Range) This specta
cular ice peak was first climbed 
in 1953 by Fred Beckey, 
Heinrich Harrer and Henry 
Meyholm. It has withstood 
numerous attempts since, and 

has only just received its 
second ascent. In May, Dave 
Pettigrew, Pat Stuart, Pat 
Condron, Mark Hofmann, 
Brian Oknik and Toby Wheeler 
climbed a new route up the 
South-West Ridge. Pettigrew 
and Stuart had attempted the 
mountain the previous year 
with another expedition. 
Kichatna Spires 
(Alaska Range) Seven new 
routes were made by two 
groups active in the Tatina 
Glacier area this season. 
On Tatina Spire, Mike Graber, 
Hooman Aprin and Dave Black 
put up a new route that in
volved 1,800ft. of steep wall 
climbing, with a further 1,000ft. 
of easier angled rock. The 
same trio then climbed a major 
new route up the West Face of 
South Triple Peak, which 
again involved difficult wall 
climbing in an alpine setting. 
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Halfway up they were caught 
by bad weather and had a hard 
time finishing their climb. 
The other party, consisting of 
Charlie Hostetler, Clancy 
Crawford, Peter Senhauser, 
Paul Dankewalter and Gary 
Bocarde, climbed a variety of 
routes at the head of the 
Tatina Glacier, including five 
new spires. All the routes in
volved difficult but conven
tional alpine rock and ice 
climbing . 
This area, which is reminiscent 
of the Cerro Torre/ Fitzroy 
region, still has considerable 
potential which these ascents 
have barely begun to exploit. 
Mt. Blackburn (16,523ft.) 
(Wrangell Mts.) A group con 
sisting of Tom Meacham, Gary 
Tandy, Steve Tandy, Art Ward, 
John Pinamont and Don 
Pa hike made the first winter 
ascent of this mountain, via a 
route up the South-East Ridge, 
on March 15, 1974. The party 
trekked in, and had one air
drop at the foot of their climb. 
This was a lengthy expedition, 
undertaken in conditions of 
extreme cold. The chill factor 
created by the wind was calcu
lated to give a summit tem
perature of -80°F. on the day 
of the climb. 

5.12 grade opened in 
Yosemite and Tuolumne 
Yosemite 
Two major new routes have 
recently been established on 
El Capitan. Jim Bridwell and 
Billy Westbay, accompanied by 
Fred East and Jay Fisk, filled 
the gap between Mescalito and 
North America Wall with a route 
called Pacific Ocean. Several 
previous attempts had been 
made here by Bridwell, Dale 
Bard and Werner Braun, and a 
line had been developed to 
half-height. This time the route 
was completed in nine days. 
Bridwell and Westbay did most 
of the leading, leaving East and 
Fisk to clean, and haul the sacs. 
The climb, which involves 
seven pitches of A5, is very 
sustained and said to be the 
most difficult of the big routes 
on El Capitan . 
On the South -West Face, 
Charlie Porter and Hugh 
Burton worked a line called 
Excalibur into the remaining 

Left: Two of Yosemite's most 
sustained free-climbs: Hot Line 
(left), the first 5.12 in the 
valley, and Fatal Mistake (right) . 
Photo: Ken Wilson 

Mt. Wilbur (10,821ft.) 
(Fairweather Range) Craig 
McKibben, David Jones, Greg 
Markov and Clark Gerhardt 
made the first ascent of this 
mountain on May 26, via a 
route up the 6,000ft. South 
Ridge. The climb, which in
volved steep snow and ice work, 
was achieved in alpine style, 
and the climbers descended by 
their route of ascent. McKibben, 
Jones and Gerhardt also 
attempted the East Ridge of 
Mt. Orville (10,495ft.) , reaching 
8,500ft. before bad weather 
forced a retreat. 
Peak 12,606ft. 
(Fairweather Range) Earlier in 
May Mike Heath, Dusan 
Jagersky and Bill Sumner made 
the first ascent of this peak. 
They took a route from the 
Fairweather Glacier to a 
plateau, and then followed the 
North Ridge to the summit. 
Mt. Logan (19,850ft.) 
(St Elias Mountains) During 
1974, two important ascents 
were made on this huge massif 
in the Yukon which is virtually 
of Himalayan scale. 
In June, a party consisting of 
Bruce Balderston, Al Matthews, 
Dave Sweet and Kurt Schut
tenberg made the first ascent of 
the North-East Ridge. The 

space between Cosmos and 
Sa!athe Wall. 
Another notable event on El 
Capitan was a one-day ascent 
of The Nose by Bridwell, 
Westbay and John Long. 
Various slings were left in place 
to speed the initial pitches to 
Sickle Ledge, and the climbers 
used whatever techniques (aid 
or free) proved best for getting 
them up the route fast; in the 
event they did it in just fifteen 
hours. 
A strong team, consisting of 
Bridwell, Long, Kevin Worral, 
Ron Kauk and Mike Graham, 
made a concerted attack on 
the lower walls of El Capitan, 
aiming to reach Mammoth 
Ledges without aid ; the route 
started up the first two pitches 
of The Nose and then traversed 
to Sa!athe Wall and followed 
that. The route is called The 
Free Blast and is graded 5.11. 
Graham is reported to have 
chopped a bolt ladder that he 
managed to avoid by free
climbing . 
The East Face of Washington 
Column has been climbed 
completely free by Kauk, Long 
and John Bachar. This is an 

climbers were flown in by 
helicopter to the foot of the 
ridge, at 7,500ft., and then spent 
a month climbing the route. 
They established seven camps 
and placed much fixed rope to 
overcome the difficult snow 
and ice problems they encoun
tered . Finally, they traversed 
the summit plateau, taking in 
the main and west peaks, and 
descended via the King Trench. 
During July, another group, 
consisting of Adam Kerner, Bob 
Newman, Roger Robinson, 
Geraldine Grady, Rick Albano, 
Bill Andrews, Chris Lovegren 
and Jeff Elphinston, made the 
second ascent of the Hubsew 
Ridge, having done a 100-mile 
walk-in. The climbers were 
under the impression that they 
were making a first ascent, and 
only discovered their error after 
completing the climb. As a 
secondary objective, the 
climbers had intended to leave 
no trace of their presence. 
Accordingly, all rubbish was 
dumped into crevasses, and all 
fixed ropes and other pieces of 
equipment were removed. 
Moreover, during the descent 
of the East Ridge, the party 
also disposed of the accumu
lated rubbish of other expedi
tions dating back to 1953. 

outstanding achievement on a 
grade 5 route that was originally 
graded 5.9, A3. The climb, 
which has been re-named 
Astra/man is very sustained, 
and involves four pitches of 
5.11, four of 5.10 and three of 
5.9. 
On the North Face of Sentinel 
Rock, Kauk and Long climbed 
the Chouinard/ Herbert Route 
free, except for one pitch which 
was wet and another which 
called for a small amount of aid . 
The climb now has one pitch 
of 5.11 and several of 5.10. 
The South Face of Mt. Watkins 
has been climbed clean (with 
out aid from pitons) by Tobin 
Sorenson, Rick Accamozo and 
G. Lewis. On Half Dome a new 
5.11 route called Close to the 
Edge has been established by 
Dale Bard, George Meyers and 
Dean Fidelman. 
There have been some interest
ing developments on Elephant 
Rock. Hot Line has been 
climbed completely free by 
Kauk and Bachar. This is one 
of the most elegant lines in the 
valley and the first to involve 
5.12 grading. The difficult sec 
tion, which is on the first 
pitch, consists of a 5.10 crack 
followed by a 5.11 traverse 
(originally tensioned) ; to
gether, these are said to add 
up to 5.12 in difficulty. In-situ 
pegs were used for protection. 
To the right of Hot Line, ► 

Weisshorn (11,620ft.) 
(St. Elias Mts.) The Polish 
expedition that climbed Mt. 
McKinley was also active in 
the Yukon, during August 1974. 
Having climbed Mt. Hubbard 
and Mt. Kennedy, the party 
turned its attention to an un
named peak (c. 11,500ft.) to the 
south-west of the Weisshorn. 
During their approach, the 
climbers bivouacked on the 
glacier below the peak, under 
the slight shelter of a lone ice 
block. The following morning a 
large avalanche started on the 
slopes above, and a thirty-foot 
wall of snow and ice bore 
down on the five climbers. 
Three of them found a tiny 
point of shelter in the lee of 
the block, but the other two, 
Henryck Furmanik and Krzysztof 
Tomaszewski, were buried 
under the tremendous mass of 
snow that swept round each 
side of the block. It proved 
impossible to dig them out. 
The three survivors lost all their 
equipment (one even lost his 
boots), but they managed to 
make a harrowing descent 
down a dangerously crevassed 
glacier to reach safety. 
Correspondents: Adams-Carter, 
Bocarde, Gerhardt and Lewis 
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Werner Braun and Dale Bard 
climbed Fatal Mistake free, 
having abseiled to the top of 
the first pitch; the climb pro
duced two pitches of 5.10 and 
one of 5.11. 
An interesting short problem is 
a new climb called The Fish 
on an unnamed cliff near 
Cascade Fall. This very thin 

Above: Fairview Dome with 
Piece de Resistence marked. 
Below: The South-East Face 
of El Capitan, showing the line 
of Pacific Ocean ( 4) to the left 
of North America Wall (5). 
Photo: Ben Campbell-Kelly 
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face crack absorbed effort 
from both Henry Barber and 
Ron Kauk, and involves not 
only technical difficulty of 5.11, 
but also poor protection. 
Barber took a 25ft. fall on to a 
poorly placed nut during one 
of his attempts. Kauk didn't 
fancy this prospect after in
specting the nut placement. 
Eventually, Barber tried again 
and succeeded. 
In Tuolomne Meadows, a pre
viously unreported 1974 route 
on Fairview Dome, climbed by 
Tom Higgins and Verne 
Clevenger, merits attention. The 
climb, Piece de Resistance 
(grade 5, 5.10), takes the centre 
section of the West Face and 
breaks through the arches at 
the top. 
Wailing Wall in Tuolomne is 
another route that boasts the 
new 5.12 grade, due to its 
difficult undercling on the first 
pitch. It was done in stages 
(often dramatic) by Bridwell, 
Bard and Accamozo. The 
second ascent was made by 
Kauk and Bard, with Kauk 
leading the crux on the first 
attempt. 
Correspondents: Falkenstein, 
Fide/man, Tobias, Sharp and 
Higgins 
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Nicholas Jaeger solos 
Eckpfeiler and Freney 
Pillar with one bivouac 
WINTER 1975 

Dome de Miage: N.E. Face 
In Mountain 43 we incorrectly 
reported a first winter ascent of 
the Col du Miage by Chappe
land and Curra!; in fact, the 
pair climbed the far harder 
North Face of the Col des 
Domes, to the right of the Co 
du Miage. 
Grand Capucin: East Face 
The fourth winter ascent of the 
Bonatti/Ghigo Route was made 
on February 9 and 10, by 
P. Berhault and P. Brizzi. 
Col du Pain du Sucre: 
North Face 
The first winter traverse of the 
col was made in February by 
Marc Batard and M. J. 
Leclanche. 
Les Droites: North Face 
The fifth winter ascent of the 
Cornuau/Davaille Route was 
made between February 27 and 
March 1, by Pierre Coda and 
Bernard Muller. 
Aig. du Pouce: South Face 
A. Berry, Jean Marc Boivin, 
C. Gardier and G. Petriguet 
made the first winter ascent of 
this face on January 3 and 4. 
Wetterhorn: N.W. Face 
Hans Berger and Roland 
Descloux made the first winter 
ascent of the Direct Route on 
the West Pillar, between 
February 9 and 11. 

SPRING/SUMMER 1975 

L'Olan: N.W. Face 
Olivier Challeat, a 25-year-old 
aspirant guide, died in a severe 
storm while attempting to make 
the first solo ascent of the 
Couzy/Desmaison Route. The 
climb, which was established 
in 1956, has only had about a 
dozen ascents. It is one of the 
most difficult routes in the 
Dauphine and has been com
pared to the West Face of the 
Dru. 
Grand Pilier d'Angle: 
North Face 
There was considerable activity 
on this face during the season. 
The Bonatti/Zapelli Route, 
which was first established in 
1962, was at last repeated. 
Paul Braithwaite, Alex McIntyre 
and Adrian and Alan Burgess 
made a twelve-hour ascent early 
in July. (In Mountain 44 we 
wrongly reported that the 
Burgess twins had climbed the 
Cecchinel/Nomine; in fact 
they climbed this route.) They 
were followed a day later by 
John Bouchard, who left the 
Trident Hut at midnight and 
moved rapidly up the face 

during the night. Unfortunately, 
he then lost the route; after 
taking a false line up a very 
steep ice couloir he retreated 
and regained an easier line. He 
eventually arrived at the 
Peuterey Ridge at 5.30 a.m. 
(waking the other four from 
their bivouac), having followed 
a complex line that is reported 
to have crossed the Dufour/ 
Frehel Route, moved up to the 
right and traversed under the 
threatening hanging glacier, 
before rejoining the Dufour/ 
Frehel Route on the final 
ice-field. 

John Bouchard: soloed the 
Eckpfeiler during the night. 
Photo: John Powell 

The Bonatti/Zapelli Route was 
climbed again on July 27, by 
Toni Holdener and Fredi Graf. 
Holdener reports that it is 
inferior in quality to the nearby 
Cecchinel/Nomine Route, which 
he had climbed a few months 
earlier. 
Finally, on August 4, the 
Bonatti/Zapelli Route was 
soloed by Bernard Macho, who 
had just returned from the 
French Gasherbrum 2 expedi
tion. 
Other interesting events on the 
face included the second ascent 
of the Dufour/Frehel Route by 
two Jugoslav climbers, and an 
eight-hour ascent of the 
Cecchinel/Nomine Route by 
Alan Rouse and Rab Carring
ton. This route was also 
climbed by Jean Marc Boivin 
and Patrick Valancant in eleven 
hours. 
Finally, the Bonatti/Gobbi 
Route received its first solo 
ascent from Nicholas Jaeger, 
in six hours. Jaeger then 
moved down and across to 



make the second solo ascent 
of the Central Pillar of Freney, 
in a further six hours, with a 
bivouac below the Chandelle -
a remarkable achievement! 
Aig. Noire, Pointe Bich: 
S.E. Face 
Alan Rouse and Rab Carrington 
made an early repeat (possibly 
the second ascent) of the 
Sandri/ Stenico I Chiara I Perenni 
Route, a difficult rock climb 
established in 1937. The ascent 
took one day, with a bivouac 
on the summit. 
Pointe Adolphe Rey: 
South Face 
In late April, Georges Bettem
bourg and Michel Thivierge 
established a new route on the 
face between the Gervasutti/ 
Panei Route and the Salluard/ 
Busi Route. 
Pyramide du Tacul: 
N.E. Face 
It was also in late April that 
Michel Arrizi and Daniel 
Monaci made a new route on 
this face, following a promi
nent pillar for about 800ft. 
Mont Blanc du Tacul: 
East Face 
The magnificent, steep ice 
runnel, known as the 'Super 
Couloir', between the Pillar of 
Three Points and the Gerva
sutti Pillar, was climbed during 
May 18-20, by Jean Marc 
Boivin and Patrick Gabarrou. 
The ascent involved thirty-two 
hours of climbing and two 
bivouacs. Earlier in the year, 
Mo Anthoine and Will Barker 
attempted the couloir, using 
siege tactics, but they encoun
tered very hard ice. Presum
ably May was the better month 
for the climb, as it provides 
softer ice conditions while still 
giving comparative safety from 
stonefall. 
Pointe de Lepiney: East Face 
Jacques Collaer, Patrick 
Cordier and Jacques Ramonillet 
made the first ascent of the East 
Pillar on July 27. The climb was 
2,000ft. long and was graded 
T.D. sup. 
Grandes Jorasses: 
North Face 
This year, the Shroud received 
its first ascents by British 
parties. Alex McIntyre, Gordon 
Smith and Terry King made a 
one-day ascent by the original 
line. Later, Paul Braithwaite 
and Paul Moores also made a 
one-day ascent, but they took 
a rather more direct start up an 
interesting (and steep) ice 
couloir directly below the main 
ice-field . These ascents took 
place mid-July. On August 3 
another rapid ascent was made 
by Robert Chere and Daniel 
Monaci, who spent just seven 
hours on the face. 
Polish climbers Jerzy Kukuczka , 
Wojciech Kurtyka and Marek 
Lukaszewski established a new 
route (grade T.D.) up the face 
between the Croz Spur and 

Above: The Super Couloir on 
Mt. Blanc du Tacul. Photo: 
Doug Scott 

the Helene Spur on August 3 
and 4. Finally, Adrian and Alan 
Burgess and Paul Moores 
made an early repeat (possibly 
the third ascent) of the Couzy I 
Desmaison Route on the 
Pointe Marguerite, finding it 
very hard and very loose (see 
diagram, p. 19, Mountain 26). 
Mt. Gruetta 
Two new climbs have been 
added to the South and West 
Faces of this mountain. On 
July 3 Till Bartels and Richard 
Goedeke made the first ascent 
of the South Arete in just over 
three hours. On July 14 
Bartels, Goedeke and Andreas 
Nehring climbed the West 
Pillar in six hours. This latter 
route is said to be particularly 
good : an elegant route on 
excellent rock. 
Petit Dru: West Face 
A new route has been opened 
up on the face between the 
Robbins/ Harlin Route and the 
Bonatti Route. The climb was 
established by the Czech 
(naturalized Swiss) climber, 
Thomas Gross, over eighteen 
days in late April and early 
May. Gross climbed the lower 

part of the route in February, 
leaving some of it prepared for 
his later attempt. He returned 
on April 21 , with a load of over 
200Ib. packed in four sacs, and 
methodically set to work 
pegging up the obvious diedre 
above the terraces on the West 
Face Route. Some very difficult 
artificial climbing then took 
him to a junction with the 
Bonatti Route high on the face. 
Gross reached the summit of 
the Petit Dru on May 3, and 

Thomas Gross: added new route 
to the Dru. 

then reversed the whole route 
by abseil , arriving back at the 
foot of the face four days later. 
It is not known how much 
gear he left on the face. 
This major big-wall climb is a 
worthy addition to Gross·s 
already impressive record, 
which includes his recent route 
on the Cima Ovest, and his 
winter ascents of the West Face 
of the Petites Jorasses and the 
Zmutt Nose on the Matterhorn. 
Aig. du Dru: North Face 
Alan Rouse and Rab Carrington 
made the second ascent of the 
Lesueur Route, a complex 
rising line that crosses the 
North Face. This little known 
route, first climbed by the 
brothers Henri and Pierre 
Lesueur in 1952, enjoyed a 
bout of notoriety after 
Cecchinel's and Jager's ascent 
of the North-East Couloir, 
which is crossed by the 
Lesueur Route just below the 
steepest part. Rouse and 
Carrington found the climb to 
be very hard and very good ; 
a forgotten masterpiece that 
was very advanced for its time. 
Grand Dru: N.E. Couloir 
There were four more ascents 
of the Cecchinel/ Jager Route, 
during the latter part of July 
and the beginning of August. 
On July 22 and 23 John 
Bouchard and Steve Zajcho
wski and Terry King and Gordon 
Smith made the third and 
fourth ascents respectively, 
both parties climbing the route 
in a day (sixteen hours) and 
bivouacking at the top. Then 
Xavier Fargeas made the fifth, 
and first solo ascent, in seven
teen hours. Finally, on August 3, 
Jacques Perrier and Hugues 
Jaillot made the sixth ascent in 
nineteen hours. 
Col de la Grande Rocheuse: 
North Face 
In mid-June, Georges Bettem
bourg and Michel Thivierge 
climbed directly to the col from 
the Couturier Couloir, up a 
steep, mixed face with ice
climbing at up to 75°. The 
climb, which took fifteen hours, 
forms an interesting and diffi
cult variation finish to the 
Couturier Couloir, taking the 
climber directly to the top of 
the Whymper Couloir on the 
Talefre side. 
Aig de la Grande Rocheuse: 
North Face 
The first direct ascent of this 
face was made on February 20 
and 21, by P. Bourges and R. 
Mizrahi. The climb was re 
peated over three days in April 
by Patrick Gabarrou and Marcel 
Marin, and a further ascent was 
made three days later by Pierre 
Coda and Bernard Muller. The 
route takes a steep ice couloir 
leading out of the Couturier 
Couloir (left of the previous 
route) to a finish up the sum
mit rocks. Coda and Muller, 
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however, made a different start 
to the other climbers, begin
ning left of the Couturier 
Couloir and keeping close 
under the North East Spur. 
Les Droites: North Face 
Three rapid ascents were made 
in mid-July, all on the same 
day, by John Bouchard and 
Roger Martin, Terry King and 
Gordon Smith, and Alex 
McIntyre and Tim Rhodes. All 
six climbers soloed to the top 
of the main ice-field; there
after, the first two parties com
pleted their ascents in nine 
hours ; the third rope finished 
four hours later. 
Nicholas Jaeger made the 
second solo ascent in eight 
hours on July 27. 
Les Droites: N.E. Face 
The Pillar Bergland (Messner/ 
Lackner Route) was climbed 
on August 9 by Sepp Sint and 
Toni Waldner. 
Martin Wragg and John 
Bickerdyke made the first 
British ascent of the Direct 
Start (Terray/Lachenal Route) 
to the North-East Spur. They 
confirmed its reputation for 
quality, and found that it 
involved sustained rock climb
ing with many grade 4 and 5 
pitches and two pitches of 
grade 6. 
Les Courtes: North Face 
Alex McIntyre soloed the Swiss 
Route in three hours. 
Other Ascents 
The following ascents will be of 
interest to British and American 
climbers. McIntyre, King and 
Smith climbed the North Face 
of the Aig. de Grands Charmoz, 
taking the Heckmair/Kroner 
finish. John Barker and Ian 
Blakeley made an ascent of the 
Peters/ Meier Route on the 
North Face of Pointe Croz, on 
the Grandes Jorasses. 
In August, Al Morgan, Dave 
Robbins and John Burslem 
made the first British ascent of 
the Welzenbach Route on the 
North-West Face of the 
Zermatt Breithorn, in nine 
hours. They found the climb 
less serious than they had 
expected from the reports in 
Im Steilen Eis and Mountain 27. 
The same trio then made a 
storm-lashed ascent (with two 
bivouacs) of the Lauper Route 
on the Eiger North Face, taking 
an exit on to the Mittileggi 
Route just below the final ice
field. Earlier. Morgan and 
Burslem made what was pro
bably the first British ascent of 
the North-West Face of the 
Dreieckhorn, a little frequented 
peak in the depths of the 
Oberland, above Concordia . 
The climb was compared to the 
North Face of the Tour Ronde, 
although it is longer and in a 
more remote setting . 
Correspondents: Contamine, 
Rouse, Holdener, McIntyre, 
Moores, Braithwaite, Wragg and 
Morgan 
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SCOTLAND 

Arran 
Bob Hutchinson and John Earl 
put up three new VS routes on 
the South-East Face of Cir 
Mhor. The best of these, The 
Enyie, follows an impressive 
crack-line in the centre of the 
face. 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Eastern Crags 
On Scrubby Crag, Hutchinson, 
Earl and Steve Porteous found 
an exposed route on the face of 
the prominent pillar between 
Grendel and Hrothgar (The 
Pillar: 270ft., HVS). 
Borrowdale 
Some preliminary gardening on 
Greatend Crag resulted in three 
good quality climbs during the 
spring. The Corner (230ft., 
HVS), probably the best of the 
three, takes the obvious white 
corner which splits the centre 
of the crag. Ian Conway, Colin 
Downer and D. Hellier were 
the climbers responsible. Later, 
with Dave Nicol, they added 
another sustained climb, Great
end Grooves (200ft., VS), a 
poorly protected route which 
starts 50ft. right of The 
Corner. Finally, with Nicol and 
8. Wilson, the same group also 
found Earthstrip (21 Oft., HVS), 
which climbs the wall between 
their other two discoveries. 
On Lower Falcon Crag, P. 
Gomersall and N. Bulmer 
climbed the jutting rock above 
the start of Illusion, to make 
Usurper (135ft., MXS). 
On Gowder Crag, a new route, 
The Neb (HVS), was climbed 
by Bill Birkett and M. Myers. 
The route takes the steep crack 
to the right of Gowder Face and 
finishes up the prominent nose 
to the right of the last pitch of 
Fool's Paradise. 
Ron Fawcett and Chris Gibb 
made the second ascent of 
Livesey's difficult Bitter Oasis 
on Goat Crag, reporting it to be 
a very good route. Gerry Peel 
and Dave Hollows have also 
climbed the route, and they too 
found it very worthwhile. 
Buttermere 
A 660ft. girdle of the lower 
tier of Eagle Crag was made by 
Hutchinson and Earl. The climb
ing is varied and mainly VS, 
although a few harder sections 
were encountered. 
The fine arete to the rig ht of 
Samson, on High Crag, was 
climbed by Ed Cleasby and Bill 
Birkett. The route (The Phili
stine: 160ft., XS) turns the 
initial overhang on the right and 
then goes on to give one of the 
finest pitches in the area. 
Scafell Area 
The left wing of Esk Buttress 
was girdled by Hutchinson and 
Earl (Gargoyle Girdle: 430ft., 
HVS). A combination of this 
and the girdle of the main cliff 
gives a route of over 800ft. 

Hardnott Crag has also been 
girdled. Ed Cleasby and Mike 
Lynch, who accomplished this 
feat, found the climbing sur
prisingly good at HVS. 
Langdale Area 
On Bowfell Crag, the large wall 
bounding North Gully on the 
left has been climbed by 
Cleasby and Birkett, via a 
series of cracks and grooves. 
The route, Right Wall Eliminate 
(200ft., HVS), is reported to be 
of better quality than both 
Rubicon Groove and Bowfell 
Buttress Eliminate . On Bow
fell's Flat Crags, Cleasby and 
Birkett also climbed the enor
mous open groove to the 
right of Flat Iron Wall, pro
ducing 1984 (180ft., HVS). Aid 
was used to overcome the 
initial 30ft. overhanging section, 
but thereafter the climbing was 
found to be straightforward. 
Dow Crag 
A new route has been put up 
between Balrog and lsengard, 
on A Buttress. Abraxas (300ft., 
XS), which was established in 
stages, was the work of Rob 
Matheson, who was helped by 
various partners, including 
most notably John Martindale. 
The second pitch - the fierce 
overhanging crack to the right 
of the crux of Balrog - proved 
the crux (5c) and required one 
piton for aid. 
Pete Livesey and Jill Lawrence 
added another new route on B 
Buttress. This actually consists 
of two routes, done on 
separate days, but the two 
connect nicely to give Rough 
and Tumble (300ft., XS). 
Rough climbs the wall above 
Murray's Direct, then crosses 
Leopard's Crawl to gain the 
glacis above. Tumble then con
tinues, weaving up the steep 
wall above Easy Terrace and 
finally making an exit left at the 
top of Giant's Crawl. Shortly 
after it was put up, the route 
was repeated by Ron Fawcett 
and Chris Gibb. 

NORTH WALES 

Craig yr Vsfa 
Alan Rouse and Rab Carrington 
established a new route in the 
Amphitheatre. Entitled Aura 
(180ft., XS) , it takes the steep 
wall between Plumbagin and 
Griseofulvin, and is reported to 
be similar to, but harder than, 
Scorpio on Cloggy. 
On Llech Du Pete Livesey and 
Steve Foster climbed Great Arete 
without aid. Livesey then soloed 
The Groove and climbed Great 
Corner with Foster with no aid. 
Tremadoc 
Chris Dale and Alec Sharp 
made a new route (The Snake: 
1 00ft., HVS) which, by means 
of some very technical moves, 
gains the peapod on the left 
wall of Shadrach Gully, above 
the second pitch of Nimbus, 
and then finishes via a very ex-

posed traverse across the top 
of the wall above Tiros. 
Cilan Head 
A number of VS routes of up to 
150ft. in length have been 
found by Dave Shaw and 
friends on Hern Borth, an easily 
accessible crag about a mile 
south of the main Ci/an Head 
cliffs. 

CENTRAL AND SOUTH 
WALES 

Cader Idris 
On Craig Cau, Keith Bentham 
and Dave Shaw made the most 
of the superb weather this year, 
establishing a total of fifteen 
new routes. The most im
portant of these are Gotter
damerung (320ft., XS), up the 
right wall of the Crack of Cau, 
The Gulch (330ft., HVS), 
which is the huge corner left of 
Black Shiver Buttress (normally 
wet, but done in the dry May 
weather), and Abraxus (200ft., 
HVS) on the wall of Great 
Gully above the Pencoed Pillar. 
Two other routes were put up 
on the Great Gully Wall, and 
three on Black Shiver Buttress. 
Of the latter, Mere Sill ( 41 Oft., 
HVS) and Tatham Wife (410ft., 
HVS) both cross the diagonal 
line of Black Shiver. These routes 
add to a period of concentrated 
exploration which threatens to 
put the Cader Idris guidebook 
out of date before it appears. 
On Mynydd Moel, John Sumner 
and Ian Warner found a fine 
new route (Twist Grip: HVS), 
between The Bee and Route 
Central. 
Craig Cowarch 
Bentham and Shaw did two 
HVS routes here: Sybarite 
(120ft., five points of aid), 
which snakes through the 
overlaps left of Spartan, and 
King Edward's Army (two 
points of aid), an excellent 
climb on the often tried Tower 
of Dinas Llewelyn. 
On the Far South Buttress, 
Sumner, Warner and Bob Short 
found a new route ( The 
Graveyard: HVS) which takes 
the crack line left of Scourge. 
Directly above this route, on 
the steep upper tier, the same 
team added Steeple (VS). 
On Ty-y-Fedw, at Cowarch, 
Phil Blatch and Barry Know 
climbed the clean slabs right of 
the obvious green wall , to 
make The String (VS ; one 
point of aid) . 
Wintour's Leap 
Arnis Strapcans and Chris King 
'rediscovered' a neglected 200ft. 
face to the south of the main 
cliffs. The top of the cliff is in 
private grounds, but skilful 
diplomacy enabled the climbers 
to work unheeded . Three 
interesting routes were est 
ablished. The impressive butt
ress on the left of the amphi
theatre-shaped crag gave 
Space Oddity (200ft., XS, 5c), 



Millstone Edge hit by 
burst of sustained 
free-climbing 
YORKSHIRE/DERBYSHIRE 
Gritstone 
At 1/kley, John Allen made an 
on-sight repeat of Livesey's 
Wellington Crack, and Ian 
Edwards repeated Livesey's 
other recent hard route, The 
Arete. 
At Brimham, Al Manson added 
Grit Expectations (HVS), which 
takes the two obvious 'eyes· 
and the arete to the right of 
Hatter's Groove. 
Access problems are developing 
around Guisecliff; in order to 
maintain good relations, clim
bers are asked to seek permis
sion to climb (a formality) at 
the farm below the crag. 
Ed Drummond led two very 
hard routes on Stanage Edge, 
after prior top-roping, the 
second was unable to follow. 
The Chameleon (6a) climbs 
the roof and wall directly to 

the left of Black Hawk Bastion, 
while The Asp (6a) follows a 
thin, overhanging crack on the 
left side of the undercut but
tress left of Robin Hood's 
Chockstone Chimney (this 
buttress had previously been 
climbed by Drummond, via a 
route called Wuthering, which 
traverses left across the lip of 
the overhang to finish up the 
centre of the wall above). 
Drummond also climbed a 
third route, Wind (6a), which 
takes the smooth arete just 
right of Holly Bush Gully left, 
near Goliath's Groove, but was 
unaware that John Allen had 
made the first ascent a few 
days earlier. 
Millstone Edge has been the 
centre of much recent activity, 
the main participants being 
Tom Proctor and Geoff Birtles, 
some new routes have been 

discovered, and free ascents 
have been made of a number of 
old aid-routes. After prior in
spection from a rope, Proctor 
and Birtles free-climbed lotto, 
Twicker, Erb, Jermyn Street 
and Saville Street, Proctor 
leading the first four, Birtles the 
last. The pair also made a new 
route (Great Arete) to the right 
of Green Death. Birtles started 
up Green Death, using its peg 
to tension right to reach holds 
leading to a ledge. From here, 
Proctor continued up the very 
thin (6a) and virtually unpro
tected arete above. The route 
was inspected from a rope 
prior to the ascent. The same 
pair also made another new 
route, Soho Sally (XS), to the 
right of Saville Street, this time 
with Birtles leading. 
Oxford Street was freed by Ron 
Fawcett and Pete Livesey, and 
London Wall was freed by John 
Allen and Steve Bancroft, after 
inspection from a rope. Ed 
Drummond was also active 
here: he soloed Edge lane on 
sight, and also soloed a new 
problem up the square-cut 
arete on the left end of Em
bankment Wall. Finally, with 
John Young, he free-climbed 
both Embankment Route 4 and 
the crack just to the left. These 

had previously been linked by 
Time for Tea, but it is the first 
time they have both gone 
entirely free. 
Over on lawrencefield, High 
Street was free-climbed first by 
an unknown party and later by 
Proctor and Birtles. Drummond 
and Young freed Boulevard, 
and Birtles, Proctor, Ernie 
Marshall and Giles Barker 
climbed a new route between 
the two, entitled Harlequin 
(HVS) . 
On Froggatt Edge, John Allen 
and Chris Addy added a new 
route (Hairless Heart: XS) up 
the shallow grooves to the left 
of Great Slab, starting from the 
good foothold that begins the 
crux traverse of that route. 
Chalk has been much in evi
dence in the course of these 
activities, and opinions vary on 
its desirability. Various styles of 
usage are developing ; Drum
mond, for example, cakes it on, 
while others, like Proctor, use it 
sparingly for the odd hold. 

Left: Tom Proctor on the first 
ascent of Millstone·s Great 
Arete. Photo: John Woodhouse 
Right: Ed Hart on the second 
ascent of Horrorshow on 
Dodman Point in Cornwall. 
Photomontage: Phil Robson 
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When mountaineers mention the Piz 
Badile, one thinks, according to ability, 
either of the much praised North Ridge or 
the often climbed Cassin Route on the 
North-East Face. But the young generation 
of climbers, constantly on the look-out for 
new routes have not overlooked the obvious 
opportunities on the Piz Badile. The 
extremely steep slabs, cracks and corners of 
the East Face above the Cengalo Couloir, 
for example, have been climbed recently by 
three impressive new routes. The first of 
these, the Englanderweg, was climbed in 
1968 by Dick Isherwood and Mike 
Kosterlitz during an attempt to find and 
repeat the enigmatic Corti Route. Corti's 
line veered off to the left at an early stage, but 
the English team carried straight on up, and 
in doing so captured a fine route. Their line 
was repeated later by Ruedi Hornberger and 
Hansjorg Wellenzohn, but it still awaits a 
third ascent. The Via del Fratello was 
climbed by the Rusconi Brothers in the 
winter of 1970. This takes a line to the left 
of the Cassin Route, and has had less than 
ten ascents so far. Then, in September 1973, 
Tizziano Nardella and his companions 
filled the obvious gap that existed between 
the first two routes. The so-called East 
Pillar, as their route came to be known, 
follows a faint system of cracks and, like 
the other routes, finishes at the end of its 
steep rock-climbing amongst the gullies 
and couloirs below the summit. Since these 
are usually full of snow and ice they call for 
mixed climbing which involves extra 
equipment. 

After a phone call to Chamonix which 
spoiled our plans with forecasts of snow 
and bad weather, Ruedi Hornberger and I 
settled for a trip to the Bregaglia. Even 
there the weather was not too good, but a 
report forecasting warm and good condi
tions for the southern parts of the Alps 
bolstered our confidence. Late one evening 
we arrived at the Sasc Fura Hut. Amazii:igly, 
few people were there. The sky was rather 
overcast. Windless oppressive heat did not 
completely convince us of good weather, 
but we stuck to our plan - the second 
ascent of the East Pillar. The alarm went 
at three. Hombi checked on the weather. It 
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didn't look bad, so he said! And indeed, 
the cloud cover had been broken up by the 
northerly winds and there were some stars 
visible. At three we disappeared into the 
night. A waning half moon threw an 
eerie light on the impressive scenery, the 
granite giants Cengalo and Badile. There 
was some activity at the Sciora Hut as well. 
We noticed its light during our descent to 
the Badile glacier below. Soon Hombi 

Toni Holdener describes one of 
the major new rock climbs on 

Piz Badile. 

found out that he couldn't really compete 
with the moonlight and thus he managed to 
save the near enough flat battery of his 
headlamp for possible use during the com
ing night. To avoid carrying unnecessary 
equipment we were using our often proved 
'anorak-method'. According to the type 
and character of the chosen climb we 
dispense with a rucksack, especially when 
doing a rock climb. It is less of a nuisance 
and there is less chance of taking too much 
equipment. We were, however, well equip
ped with our anoraks and we carried a 
bivouac sack, first aid kit, long johns and 
vests, as well as emergency food. In order 
to improve our speed even further we 
decided this time to climb in PA's. One 
crampon each seemed enough and we 
both opted to wear one on the right foot on 
the steep snow up to the.foot of the face. As 
the night at long last gave way to a new day, 
we were just crossing the Cengalo couloir. 
Hombi had done the Englanderweg, and I 
knew the Via del Fratello; we both knew 
that today's adventure should lead us to 
the summit somewhere between these two. 
That was all we knew. The ever increasing 
north wind not only gave us no hope for 
better weather, but brought a noticeable 
chill. Under its influence not a single icicle 
melted that day. Even a shy sun between 
fast moving clouds did not make any 
difference. A biting cold reigned all day, 
and we used our warm, woolly gloves on 
each belay. 

The start was not particularly hopeful. A 
line of pegs led us off on a traversing line to 

the left, but as we drew closer to the 
Englanderweg we decided to retreat. At 
last, at seven o'clock we were at the correct 
start, about 60ft. left of the Via del 
Fratello. Straight away the climbing was 
extremely difficult. Our bodies were stiff 
and our fingers cold. There were very few 
pegs to show the way up. I had to resort to 
a lot of fancy trickery to get up the first 
pitch without additional pegs. The breaking 
of a small hold had Hombi almost lose his 
balance - his physical balance that is, not 
the mental one, of course! On the third 
pitch a few bolts marked the way up over a 
steep and crackless granite slab. Again the 
big guesswork. After crossing some easier 
ground, we decided to traverse leftwards 
towards a crack descending from the upper 
part of the face. Hombi led this traverse. 
Some nice pitches of grade 4 and 5, 
practically without pegs, led us to the 
crack, which turned out to be remarkably 
steep, and was equipped with very few 
pegs; we followed it for several rope
lengths to a narrow ledge. Around noon, 
we had reached the "rucksack ledge", so
called because here we found a big ruck
sack full of equipment (bivouac tent, pegs, 
ropes and water containers) left by the 
first ascensionists. The wall became a lot 
steeper now. We were standing directly 
below a part which was broken off like a 
gigantic muscle. The top part of the steep 
face above was hidden by small overhangs. 
Dolomitic exposure took us forty metres up 
the first pitch. Yet it is not the steepness 
that characterizes this stretch, but the fact 
that it can be climbed virtually free. From 
below the face looks very blank at this 
point so this free-climbing was entirely 
unexpected. We were so exhuberant about 
this that we momentarily forgot the piercing 
cold. The face now really posed some 
problems: small overhangs, short cracks, 
and missing pegs taken out by the first 
ascensionists (naturally we took ours away 
as well), all demanded plenty of effort. 

Right: The North-East (right) and East Faces of 
Piz Badile. The East Pillar is in the centre, in
dicated by the lighter rock. A photo-diagram of 
the routes can be found overleaf Photo
montage: Ruedi Homberger 







Left: Ruedi Hamberger on the lower section of 
the Nardella Route, with the Cengalo Cou/oir in 
the background. Photo: Holdener 
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Above: Toni Holdener just below the point shown 
in the photo opposite. Below: The steep section 
halfway up the route. 
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Above: Routes on the East Face of Piz 
Badile. 1. Corti/Battaglia (1953); 2. Kosterlitz/ 
Isherwood (1969) ; 3. Nardel/a/Scarabel/i/ 
Martinelli/Chiappa; 4. Via def Fratello (Rusconi 
1970) . Photo : Ruedi Hamberger 

We gained height slowly, via traverses, 
slabs and small overhangs. The time flew 
past; as we gained height the wind and cold 
increased. We felt very chilly when we 
reached the upper end of the steep face 
around five o'clock in the afternoon, and 
we were still a long way below the top. 
About ten pitches, mostly on snow
covered and iced-up mixed ground, lay in 
front of us. We gained another 250ft. on a 
small pillar face of snow between some 
icy couloirs, but then we were forced to 
abseil into the intimidating, cold and dark 
ice gully. The climbing now involved 
snowy cracks and ice-covered slabs, and 
Hombi's ice-hammer proved a great help 
here. This ground once again demanded 
our fullest attention and greatest con
centration. Nevertheless we steadily gained 
height and, with frozen fingers and in poor 
light and high winds, we reached the 
summit of the Piz Badile at eight o'clock. 

When we saw the nice, warm and dry 
woollen blankets in the shelter on the top 
we gladly abandoned the idea of a night
time descent of the North Ridge. Even our 
very limited night meal could not keep us 
much longer from the all-conquering sleep. 
The thought of a bivouac in those cold 
and unpleasant ice couloirs sent goose
pimply shudders down our spines in spite 
of four blankets. Happy and carefree we 
fell asleep. 

SUMMARY 
Piz Badile: East Pillar. The second ascent of 
the Nardella Route by Toni Holdener and 
Ruedi Hornberger in the summer of 1974. 
Further information can be found in Mountain 
28 and Mountain 32. 
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At first glance, Nuptse (Tibetan for 
'West Peak') appears to be little more than 
the long west ridge of Lhotse (27,923ft.), 
Everest's closest neighbour to the south. Its 
highest points (from east to west) are P. 
7703 (25,273ft), P. 7815 (25,640ft.), P. 7879 
(main summit, 25,850ft.), P. 7795 (25,574ft.) 
and P. 7745 (25,410ft.). The lowest drop 
in the ridge between Nuptse and Lhotse is 
still, at 7569m., only 310m. below the 
summit of Nuptse, while the horizontal 
distance between the two peaks is some
thing over 4½ kilometres. It is of geological 
interest to note that the two peaks belong 
to distinctly different tectonic nappes, 
which is a further reason for considering 
Nuptse as an independent mountain. 

An obvious route of ascent suggests 
itself from the Western Cwm; that is, from 
the western slopes of Lhotse. Instead of 
continuing along the 'regular' South Col 
route to Everest, one would turn south at 
about 24,000ft. and traverse steeply towards 
the ridge. This would - in all probability -
lead only as far as P. 7703. To continue 
along nearly two miles of knife-edged, 
heavily corniced ridge to the main summit 
and back would appear to be more than 
anyone would care to contemplate at such 
altitude. 

A strong British team, under the leader
ship of Joe Walmsley, approached the 
mountain in 1961. Photographic evidence 
had shown a possible route to the summit 
by the South Ridge, though this would 
involve a two-mile traverse at 25,000ft. 
Walmsley and Chris Bonington, after five 
days of reconnoitring the South Face, 
discovered a better route on the Central 
Ridge, which led more directly to the 
summit. Base Camp was then set up at 
17,000ft., by the Nuptse Glacier, but since 
the Central Ridge rose from the opposite 
side of the glacier, an equipment dump had 
to be made near its base before supplies 
could be moved on to the mountain. 

On the morning of April 12, Wal~sley 
and Les Brown left Base to reconnoitre the 
route on the ridge. Beyond the glacier a 
series of easy snow slopes gave way to the 
abrupt flanks of the ridge itself. A good site 
for Camp 1 was found at 18,000ft. From 
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there a steep chimney offered a logical 
route, but the rock was excessively loose. 
Another somewhat safer couloir nearby 
was chosen instead, but here, too, the 
climbers encountered broken rock on a 
slippery surface of black ice. Most of the 
hand-holds and footholds were very un
stable and required great care. Half-way up 
the flank of the ridge, a shallow chimney of 
steep ice and rock slabs, though rather 
loose and precarious, made for rapid 
progress. After the pair had convinced 
themselves that the route to Camp 2 was 

This difficult satellite peak of 
Everest is the subject of this 
chapter of G.O. and Norman 
Dyhrenfurth's series on the 

world's highest mountains. 

practically established, they started to 
descend. The next day, the location of the 
camp was set at 19,000ft., while Camp 1 
was supplied and occupied. 

On April 14, Chris Bonington and Dennis 
Davis took over the lead. Progress on the 
ridge was soon barred by a steep rock wall. 
A V-shaped chimney with smooth side 
walls provided a natural break. Bonington 
used body and leg friction to jam his way 
up to an overhang: a good foothold in a 
crack on the right wall, a piton for safety, a 
pull on it - and he swung round the over
hang. Beyond this severe rock pitch, they 
made good progress on hard ice, cutting 
steps, knocking in ice pitons and placing 
fixed ropes on the 50° slope. When the angle 
approached the vertical, they moved across 
into a chute next to a rock pillar. Above it 
an ice wall called for hand-holds to be cut, 
as well as footholds. At last, a 'tiny plat
form on top of the rock pillar presented 
minimum space for Camp 3 (19,800ft.). 

Much has been written about the saga of 
Kangchenjunga's East Spur, where Paul 
Bauer's men struggled valiantly but to no 
avail in 1929 and 1931. It is the considered 
opinion of the authors that the route on the 
Central Ridge of Nuptse is every bit as 
difficult, at least between Camp 1 and 
Camp 4. Since this remarkable British 

accomplishment has not received the public 
recogrnt1on that latter-day, 'media
supported' expeditions to better-known 
mountains have either enjoyed or endured, 
the leader's report, which appeared in the 
American Alpine Journal of 1962, follows 
in some detail: 

" ... when the tents of Camp 3 had been 
erected, there was little room left outside 
for movement, just a clearance of about 
one foot on the sides and two feet at the 
ends. 
Chris and Dennis continued to extend the 
route from Camp 3 along the most 
difficult part of the ridge so far. Just 
above camp they climbed steeply on the 
east side of the ridge and then ascended 
to its crest to avoid vertical rock and 
unstable snow. They then had to descend 
and clamber to the side of a rock 
gendarme, which was best negotiated by 
climbing over a boss of ice virtually 
stuck on to its side. This manoeuvre 
required great care, and they heaved a 
sigh of relief upon reaching the firmer ice 
of the ridge again. They moved around 
an ice pillar, into another niche on the 
ridge, then through a tunnel in the ice and 
back on to the east side of the ridge. A 
mantelshelf and a rising traverse led 
them into yet another niche. The twists 
and turns of the ridge were most con
fusing, so much so that Chris and 
Dennis thought there was little point in 
going on. The ridge was certainly a long 
one, and they were filled with dismay at 
the thought of these complicated moves 
all the way. But they did climb on, now 
mostly on the west side, and found the 
way more open and straightforward. 
The route continued with a series of 
'knight' moves along the ridge where 
nearly every position needed the pro-

Top right: The South West side of Nuptse; from 
near Lobuche. The Central Ridge is in profile on 
the right, the West Ridge falls towards the 
camera, and the North-West Ridge is on the left. 
Photo: Norman Dyhrenfurth. Bottom left: The 
lower part of the Central Ridge, showing the 
loose rock capped by the precarious ice towers. 
Bottom right: Dennis Davis on the Central 
Ridge. The ice-field and summit couloir can be 
seen above. Photos: Chris Bonington 





Above: Les Brown on the upper part of the 
Central Ridge. Here the Ridge is less steep, but 
it still continues tortuously over the rocky bluff 
and the snow shoulder on the left, before finally 
merging into the easier middle snowfield. Photo: 
Chris Boning/on 

tection of fixed ropes. Two places were 
especially difficult where the climbers 
were pushed outwards as the ice leaned 
against them from the crest of the ridge. 
Hand-holds as well as footholds had to 
be cut as big as possible before climbing 
over the top. As Dennis and Chris 
climbed higher, they reached an amphi
theatre. This was truly beautiful in form, 
having the shape of the cutting edge of a 
scimitar gouged into the ice and plunging 
like a chute into the depths below. A 
traverse on the steep, curved wall along a 
fracture below the crest gave relatively 
easy footwork and soon led on to a large 
rock gendarme barring the way along the 
ridge. From the amphitheatre it appeared 
to be a difficult problem, but closer 
inspection revealed a broken corner and a 
cracked ledge which led fairly easily to 
the top. The route now eased from the 
steepness below but, alas, there was no 
room for a camp-site. At their farthest 
point for the day a small hollow •was 
found which would perhaps be big 
enough for one very small tent. This 
would have to do as a temporary site and 
dumping spot for loads until the way 
ahead was better defined. Dennis and 
Chris returned to Base for a rest." 
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Considerable difficulties were encoun

tered before a suitable camp-site could be 
found at 20,700ft., near the end of the 
ridge. On the 28th of April, Camp 4 could 
at last be established, after nine days of 
hard work preparing the route from the 
camp below. Two tents at 21,600ft. soon 
became Camp 5 and, on the 11th of May, 
Dennis and Sherpa Tashi ~et up Camp 6 at 
22,500ft. For those of us who have enjoyed 
Tashi's friendship on other expeditions, 
Joe Walmsley's description will be of 
particular interest: 

" ... On the following day they climbed 
the snowfield leading up to the rock 
band. The ice flutings on their right 
forced them into a groove of hard snow, 
where it was necessary to cut steps. 
Tashi would not let Dennis keep the 
lead, but insisted on alternating. They 
had to wade across a deep, wide crevasse 
covered by soft snow which they hoped 
would not collapse beneath them before 
they reached the snow shelf leading to 
the rock band. Here they used a snow 
rake clearly seen from below. Soft snow 
on broken rock was the chief difficulty, 
and not severe rock climbing as they 
had envisaged. Every step had to be 
pressed firmly into the snow and con
solidated for security. Their feet now 
felt like blocks of ice. Eventually the 
rake turned around a corner and left the 
obvious line of ascent up a diedre of rock 
covered with soft powder snow. Dennis 
led, jamming his crampon points into 

the walls, knowing by the feel of the 
biting points as to whether his footholds 
were firm or not. Since there was no 
room to rest or bring Tashi up to a 
stance, he carried on to the top of the 
groove. With numb fingers and toes, 
there, where the difficulties seemed worse, 
he tore off his gloves, plunged his hands 
into the snow for security, and hauled 
himself over the edge. From the top of 
the chimney, Tashi and Dennis advanced 
a short distance, but because the upper 
snowfield was too far away for the time 
available, they turned back towards 
Camp 6. The rock band had proved much 
easier than had been expected. All that 
remained now was a long traverse to the 
summit couloir and on to the top. 
The next day Camp 7 (23,500ft) was 
located at the beginning of the upper 
snowfield and beneath a line of rock 
buttresses which stand out proudly from 
the steep ice slopes. Dennis and Tashi 
then returned to Camp 6 as Jim (Dr. 
James Swallow) and Pemba moved up to 
join them. Les (Les Brown) and Chris 
ascended from Camp 4, while Nawa and 
I carried supporting loads to the Camp 6 
dump, before glissading and climbing 
back to Camp 4. 
Camp 7 was occupied on the 13th of 
May. The next day Chris and Les pushed 
the route across the snowfield and climbed 
diagonally towards the rock buttress 
above. By 4.30 p.m. they had almost rea
ched the entrance to the summit couloir, 



after a lengthy bout of step-cutting in the 
steep ice. Tashi and Dennis had a meal and 
hot drink ready for them when they 
returned to Camp 7. 
" ... On Monday the 15th of May, with 
Les and Chris carrying supporting loads, 
Dennis and Tashi left Camp 7 at 9.30 and 
progressed rapidly in the already made 
steps across the snowfield. By midday 
they had reached the farthest point of the 
previous day's traverse. At three o'clock 
they had found a suitable place for a 
camp-site, a rock shelf below a rock 
island in the snow (23,800ft.). Dennis and 
Tashi cleared the platform for their tent, 
cutting ice blocks and stacking them up 
to broaden the space. Even so, it was 
never big enough, and the tent hung 
loosely on slack guy lines. 
The following morning, Dennis and Ta
shi left camp at seven and began the long, 
hard task of cutting the steps up the 
summit couloir. They took alternate 
leads; Tashi always zig-zagged in his 
tracks whilst Dennis climbed straight up. 
After six hours of continuous step
cuHing, they reached the summit ridge 
and what a relief it was! Most of the way 
had been in the shade and very cold, and 
only in the last quarter of the ascent had 
the sun reached them and warmed their 
spirits. After a brief rest they set off 
towards the summit along the ridge. They 
traversed on the north side ofNuptse and 
climbed on soft snow over rocks at a 
relatively easy angle. Two minor ridges 

crossed their way and beyond lay the 
summit, which seemed miles off. Tashi 
advised their return. It was now 3.30, and 
to continue might mean a bivouac. But 
they went on always a little farther until 
the highest point seemed within easy 
reach, only a few rope lengths away; this 
proved to be a false top, but just beyond 
was the true summit. It was 4.15 when 
they finally reached it. There was nothing 
higher. They could see Mount Everest, 
black and dry of snow. Lhotse, wreathed 
in clouds, was connected to Nuptse by a 
ridge with small, sharp subsidiary peaks. 
They remained on top for about fifteen 
minutes, then wearily started the descent. 
Even the already cut steps in the couloir 
gave them no sense of relief. At seven 
they reached camp, where they found 
Chris, Les, Jim and Pemba ready for a 
second attempt the following day . . . " 
On the 17th of May, Chris Bonington, 

Les Brown, Jim Swallow and Ang Pemba 
left their assault camp at 6.45 a.m., topped 
the ridge at ten, and reached the highest 
point by 11.30 a.m ! By 2 o'clock that after
noon they were all back safely at Camp 8. 

Walmsley's remark, "For a Himalayan 
peak, the mountain was technically quite 
difficult on the connecting ridge between 
Camp 2 and 4", would appear to be 
extremely modest and in the best tradition 
of British understatement. In our opinion 
the first and only ascent of Nuptse repre
sents one of the outstanding accomplish
ments in Himalayan mountaineering. It 

Left: The North-West Ridge of Nuptse from 
the slopes of Pumori, with the lower Khumbu 
Glacier in the foreground. Right: The avalanche
raked northern slopes of Nuptse, 5,000/i. of 
steep ice plunging into the Western Cwm. 
Photos: Norman Dyhrenfurtlz 

may also be worthy of note that the afore
mentioned subsidiary peaks on the Nuptse 
ridge, east and west of the main summit, 
are still untrodden! 
Postscript on the 1975 attempt 

In the pre-monsoon period of 1975, a 
second expedition attempted Nuptse. This 
was a combined British/Nepalese Army 
team, consisting of sixteen British and three 
Ghurka members of the Army Mountain
eering Association and three members of 
the Royal Nepalese Army. The expedition 
was led by Major Jon Fleming; the deputy 
leader was Lt. Col. John Peacock. 

It had originally been hoped to attempt 
Cho Oyu, but, when permission for this 
peak was not forthcoming, the leaders 
chose the harder but lower Nuptse as a 
suitable objective on which to train their 
team for an attempt on Everest in 1976. 

The party decided to attempt a repeat of 
the route taken by Walmsley's party. Good 
progress was made on the difficult lower 
section and, in three weeks, Camp 4 was 
established at 21,000ft., at the top of the 
ice ridge. Using this camp as an Advance 
Base, and having consolidated the position 
with stores, the climbers turned their 
attention to the second sectiort of the route. 
A steep ice-slope and a tricky traverse led 
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to Camp 5 (22,350ft.), which was sited in a 
crevasse below the Rock Band. Finally, on 
May 6, just over a month after the climb 
had begun, Camp 6 was established above 
the Rock Band, at 23,350ft. Major 
Fleming's report, which is given here in full, 
describes the subsequent events. 

"Everything was going according to plan 
marvellously. On May 7, (Maj. Gerry) 
Owens, (Capt. Richard) Summerton, 
(Sgt. Geordie) Armstrong and (Lt. David) 
Brister moved across the long traverse of 
snow (over half-a-mile), to establish and 
occupy Camp 7 at 23,500ft. - only about 
100ft. below the Camp 8 used in 1961. 
Because of the length of the traverse, 
Armstrong and Brister had to spend the 
night in the new camp; next day, while 
Owens and Summerton were resting, 
(Capt. Crispin) Agnew and (Subadar) 
Krishna (Royal Nepalese Army) moved 
up to replace Armstrong and Brister, 
who returned to Camp 6. May 9 dawned 
fine, and the weather forecast was good, 
Owens and Summerton left Camp 7 for 
the summit at 7.15, leaving Agnew and 
Krishna in support. The way led up a 
snowy couloir for about 2,000ft., on to a 
col some 350ft. below the top. In 1961 
this had been ice, and had taken around 
twelve hours to overcome. The route 
could be seen from Base Camp and by 
those who were carrying loads on the 
mountain between Camps 3 and 4. The 
summit pair moved one at a time. At 
about 9.30 a.m. they were seen approxi
mately two-thirds of the way up the 
couloir, making good progress. At 10 
a.m., (Maj. Neil) Winship, (Capt. Mike) 
Kelford and Pasang (Sherpa), who were 
carrying loads from Camp 3 to Camp 4, 
heard a stone-fall coming down the 
mountain to their left. They also saw an 
orange polythene survival bag, a rucksac 
and "orange objects" fall as well. At the 
same time, observers at Base Camp 
noticed that the couloir was now empty. 
The next radio schedule was due at 
4.30 p.m, and at that time Fleming, who 
was at Camp 5 and who had been 
carrying loads to Camp 6 that day, was 
told what had occurred. Agnew, at 
Camp 7, then reported that Krishna had 
been hit on the head by a stone-fall, but 
was fortunately not seriously hurt. The 
fact that two objects had been seen to 
fall from high up on the South Face was 
not in itself unduly alarming, for the 
summit pair would have continued to 
climb, despite losing one sac out of two. 
Even so, arrangements were made for a 
helicopter search to be made as soon as 
the weather allowed. Throughout May 
10, we waited in vain for any sigqs of 
Owens and Summerton. Agnew and 
Krishna went some way up the couloir, 

Right: Nuptse from above Gorak Shep, with the 
North-West Ridge on the left, and the West 
Ridge on the right. Photo: Alfred Gregory 
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Above: The Solllh Face of Nuptse, with the 
Central Ridge route and the British Army's 1975 
camps marked. The arrows indicate the scenes of 
the two accidents. Photo: Jon Fleming 
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but could see no traces. It had snowed 
heavily that night, and conditions were 
dangerous. On May 11, the helicopter 
arrived; guided by radio by Winship and 
(Maj. John) Muston, Peacock and (Capt. 
Nigel) Gifford went to a crevasse at the 
head of the Nuptse Glacier, at the foot 
of the face, where they found the bodies. 
Our worst fears had been realized. One 
can only surmise about what happened, 
but the most likely theory is that the pair 
were hit by a stone-fall, only some four 
hours from the top. 
Although very deeply shocked, we 
decided to continue the assault. Two 
fresh summit pairs were positioned at 
Camp 7: Brister and (Rflmn.) Pasang 
Tamang, and (Cpl. Bronco) Lane and 
(Cpl. Brummie) Stokes. As a back-up 
team, (Professor Noel) Dilly and Fleming 
moved up to Camp 6, but on the way 
they were avalanched on the steep snow 
slope and only narrowly avoided disaster 
themselves. Summit day was to have been 
on May 12, but neither the weather nor 
the conditions were anything like good 
enough. On May 13, it snowed hard all 
day, and Fleming ordered a temporary 
withdrawal from the mountain to ~ase 
Camp. All the high camps were to be left 
in position for a further summit bid once 
the weather cleared. On the evening of 
May 13, a huge avalanche engulfed Camp 
5, completely flattening one tunnel tent, 
but luckily without injury to the 

occupants who happened to be out of it 
at the time. The withdrawal began on 
May 14. Lane and Stokes left Camp 7 at 
about 10.15 a.m., and descended along 
the traverse to Camp 6 in atrocious 
conditions. Brister and Pasang left some 
1 ½ hours later; following in the newly
made tracks, they made excellent pro
gress and rapidly gained on their fore
runners. The cloud came in early, and by 
12 noon it was snowing hard. So much 
snow had fallen at Camp 7, that it had 
become all but engulfed and only one 
rope could be found. Accordingly, this 
had been cut in half, so that each party 
had some 75ft. to work with. At about 
16.15 there was a momentary break in 
the clouds, and Stokes and Lane saw 
Brister and Pasang clearly. The latter 
pair had caught up a lot; a brief con
versation took place between the two 
pairs, and it was clear that all was O.K. 
At Camp 6, only one tent was standing, 
so Lane and Stokes proceeded to Camp 
5, getting there after dark. The next day, 
May 15, observers at Base Camp noticed 
that there was no movement from, or at, 
Camp 6. Peacock also noticed a new 
"black dot" on the face, just below the 
Rock Band. Later that day, (Capt. 
Charles) Walshaw and (Capt. Tim) King 
went to the bottom of the Rock Band 
and shouted up to Camp 6. There was no 
reply. It was too late in the day to 
investigate further. Again arrangements 
were made for a helicopter search of the 
face, and particularly for investigation of 
the new "black dot". On May 16, in 
appalling snow conditions, Walshaw and 

King climbed up to Camp 6. They found 
no trace of the missing climbers: it was 
only too clear that they had never reached 
the camp. This was reported to Fleming, 
who was now at Base Camp. It had 
taken Walshaw and King nearly nine 
hours to get to Camp 6 that day; there 
was little point in their waiting at that 
inhospitable site, so they returned to 
Camp 5 while daylight lasted. The second 
helicopter search was conducted by 
Peacock on May 17, with a brilliant 
piece of flying by the French pilot of the 
Alouette III helicopter of the Royal 
Nepalese Army. The "black dot" was 
identified as Brister's body, and a rope 
led up into a crevasse where Pasang's 
body lay. Again, one can only guess at 
the cause of the accident; it could have 
been an avalanche coming down from 
the summit buttress, or it could have 
been a slip. One just does not accurately 
know. 
The weather never let up; a further 
summit attempt was out of the question. 
We gathered in as much kit as we could 
from the high camps, and withdrew from 
the mountain in good order. We built a 
vast cairn of rocks to our lost compan
ions, and erected an aluminium cross on 
its top." A 

Sources 
A.J. No. 303, pp. 209-234; H.J. XXIII 
1961, pp. 3-15; A.A.J. No. 36, vol. XIII, 
pp. 99-106; Chomolongma-Mount 
Everest 1 :25,000; Khumbu Himal 1 :50,000 
(Erwin Schneider); account of 1975 Expedi
tion sent to Mountain by Major Jon 
Fleming. 



MOUNTAIN INTERVIEW 

SIR 
EDMUNDHI 

The public acclaim that has gathered 
around Ed Hillary since his 1953 Everest 
climb with Tensing has projected him into 
an orbit beyond normal mountaineering 
circles. The fact that he, and not a Hermann 
Buhl, a Walter Bonatti or a Riccardo 
Cassin, should have been the first mount
aineer to achieve real international fame is 
something that still rankles among some 
climbers, and this has tended to neutralize 
his credibility in the mainstream mount
aineering world. Along with other climbers 
like Hunt, Tensing, Bonington and Whit
tacker, who, by luck or judgement, have 
been thrust into the public gaze regardless 
of their true stature in the mountaineering 
world, he is one of the men that the me
dia constantly refer too. 

However, just because public lionization 
elevates these men to preposterous heights, 
it is all too easy to protect one's own ego by 
believing that they are correspondingly 
wholly without ability. As it happens, all 
have considerable qualities as mountain
eers, and Hillary is no exception. For over 
a decade he was deeply involved with 
advanced Himalayan climbing. Schooled 
in the lightweight expedition ethos of 
Shipton and Tilman, he personified the 
bold individual approach to climbing. It is 
perhaps ironic that his name should now be 
associated with the machine-like planning 
of the successful Everest Expedition. His 
later expeditions to Antarctica, the 
Barun Valley and Makalu displayed much 
of the free spirit that climbers of today 
admire and seek to emulate - usually un
successfully. He became one of the most 
experienced Himalayan climbers of his 
day, with climbs on Everest, Pumori, Cho
Oyu, Kantega, Thamserku, Makalu and a 
host of smaller peaks to his credit - a 
tally that any keen climber would envy. 

And yet, despite this record, he has re
mained outside the mountaineering pale, 
largely because of other better-known 
projects with which he has been associated. 
There was, for example, his involvement 
with the much-publicized Trans-Antarctic 
Expedition of 1956. Despite a close alliance 
at one time, exploration of the colder areas 
of the world has become increasingly 
divorced from mountaineering, as the latter 
sport has grown more concerned with the 
solving of hard technical problems. Thus, 
with Bonatti soloing the South-West Pillar 
of the Dru, and Buhl permabulating on 
Broad Peak, Hillary's extended tractor 
trip across the icy wastes seemed strictly for 

Hunt - he handled me really well 

Cho Oyu - was one of the prime cock-ups of all 
time 

Tensing should have received the same as me 
. . . . . he would have handled a knighthood with 
great dignity 
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the Boy's Own market. Later, his involve
ment with a host of worthy schemes to 
build schoolhouses, bridges and airstrips 
in the Solu Khumbu seemed to remove him 
even further from the world he had 
ostensibly come to represent. 

When, therefore, Mountain was offered 
the opportunity to interview Hillary during 
a recent trip to London, the prospect was 
greeted without much enthusiasm, for it 
was supposed that there would be little in 
common between Hillary's interests and 
those. of Mountain readers. However, on 
the assumption that the most famous 
mountaineer in the world must have some
thing interesting and new to say to climbers, 
the offer was accepted, and some back
ground research was undertaken. A crash 
course at the Alpine Club library revealed 
several points. In the first place, Hillary's 
books, High Advellfure, East of Everest, 
High in the Thin Cold Air, No Latitude for 
Error and Nothing Venture, Nothing Win, 
are all remarkably readable and have a 
refreshing frankness about them, despite 
the sensitive subjects often dealt with. 
Another point that emerged was the degree 
of excitement and enjoyment Hillary has 
derived from his adventures in the mount
ains. Our enthusiasm for the interview 
grew as we read on. 

Hillary was in fine form when we 
collected him from the smart Travellers' 
Club in Mayfair, and drove him through 
the rush-hour traffic to the Mountain office 
in North London. The problem during this 
drive was not what to talk about, but how 
to steer away from the interesting topics 
that kept bubbling up, until the tape
recorder was switched on. Accordingly, we 
small-talked about Mohammed Ali, the 
traffic, air travel and the like, until interest 
broke through irrepressibly on the current 
concern with certification and regulation in 
the hills. Luckily, the tape-recorder was by 
then at hand, so the interview starts at this 
seemingly unlikely point. Helped along 
with suitable liquid refreshment, it con
tinued over two long sessions, the bulk of 
which is reproduced here. 

Any lingering prejudices were soon 
dispelled, and we rapidly came to admire 
the man and everything he stood for. The 
climbing world could do far worse than to 
have an ambassador as adventurous and 
charismatic as Hillary, who is clearly much 
more than just the man who made the first 
ascent of Everest . 

Faced recently with sudden personal 
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tragedy in the loss of his wife and daughter, 
who died in an air crash near Kathmandu, 
fifty-six year-old Hillary and his remain
ing son (21) and daughter (19) have the 
task of reconstructing their lives. For 
Hillary, it would appear that the future will 
be very much bound up with projects such 
as the Everest National Park and other 
schemes to bring aid to the Solu Khumbu 
region. There can be little doubt that these 
projects will have a marked effect on 
mountaineering in the area, and it may be 
that Hillary, by championing the cause, 
will help to prevent damaging tensions from 
building up between climbers and the local 
people. One thing is clear: the region is 
going to be projected will-nilly into the 
twentieth century at an ever-increasing 
pace. Mountaineering has brought all the 
virtues and vices of materialism to the 
Sherpas. Men like Hillary can play a major 
part in ensuring that the Sherpas are able 
to cope with increasing affluence and 
change. As such, his role is a vital one if 
mountaineering is to escape indictment as 
the new conquistador of a defenceless 
culture. 

Mountain: Are there any programmes in 
New Zealand similar to the Mountain 
Leadership Scheme? 

Hillary: Most clubs do mountain leader
ship programmes, but the whole thing is 
nowhere near as sophisticated as it is in 
Britain. 

What about outside interference? Is there any 
attempt going on to control mountaineering? 

There's some pressure for this, but at a 
lower level than here. As soon as there's an 
accident, with helicopters and climbers out, 
and there's risk involved, you get someone 
writing to the papers saying that perhaps 
(it's still at the 'perhaps' stage with us), 
perhaps there should be more control over 
mountaineering. In other words, before 
someone goes off to climb Mt. Cook, he 
should have a little badge in his button
hole saying he's qualified to do so. As you 
know, the American National Parks had 
similar restrictions introduced years ago, 
and climbers have been fighting them ever 
since. 
The general mountaineering community, of 
course, opposes regulations with one 
vigorous, energetic voice. I've often made a 
stand against such controls myself. I 
believe that all laws are bad laws if they 
cannot be enforced: I'd be happy to co
operate with every mountaineer in New 
Zealand and break every law the 'lugs' put 
in, if those laws are ridiculous and hamper 
the freedom of mountaineers. 
On the other hand, when you start talking 
about taking school kids on the mountain, 
the problem becomes more difficult, 
because you're dealing with a completely 
different group. 

But where should our priorities lie - in 
introducing young people to the mountains, 
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or in protecting the integrity of the sport? 

Do we have to have just one or the other? 
You see, I'm a firm believer in introducing 
young people to the outdoors. On the other 
hand, I'm also concerned with what 
happens when you introduce vast numbers 
of people to the outdoors. You can quite 
easily wreck a wilderness area. So you are 
continually balancing these things, one 
against the other. I'm convinced that it's 
good for the young to experience the out
doors; the majority get a great deal of 
pleasure and benefit from it. On the other 
hand, if you've got too many people 
tramping around, you destroy it. You've 
got to compromise. 

Aren't you really saying that your own intro
duction to the hills was exciting and spon
taneous, and that it would be great if others 
could have a similar experience ? 

Well, mine was almost entirely a solo 
introduction. One of my teachers used to 
organize a school skiing party every year, 
for about forty of us. Crumby old skis were 
supplied, and we went up skiing. But the 
amount of control exerted over the kids 
was minimal. I can never remember a 
moment when we were guided, directed or 
instructed. 

That isn't what happens now. Instead of one 
man just doing his thing the way he sees it, 
we now have a philosophy, and indeed a code, 
for outdoor education. It has become highly 
regimented, and in most cases all the 
spontaneity seems to have been squeezed out. 
You can see this, for example, in North 
Wales: great trains of teenagers trudging 
down the road on sunny days, humping big 
sacks and sweating in orange anoraks. 

That doesn't always have a detrimental 
effect on climbing. Go to Japan, for 
example, and go up into the mountains 
there. The Japanese are now doing some of 
the world's great climbs, yet in their 
mountains you might see a line of five 
hundred kids, all wearing orange anoraks, 
all with the same sort of pack, and all 
keeping pace. It's like an army of ants 
moving up the path. And they've been 
doing that sort of thing for quite a few 
years. Everywhere is lousy with kids 
wearing the same equipment, all over
equipped in my view. Most of them use 
gear more suitable for Alpine winter 
climbing, but it's the uniform, you see. 
They're more likely to die of heat ex
haustion than exposure. But it doesn't seem 
to affect the more advanced end of the 
sport. Initially, the Japanese were pretty 
amateurish at Himalayan climbing. They 
did all sorts of strange things, and lots of 
them got killed; but that's not true now -
a lot of them are damned good. 

Of course, it isn't only high-standard 
mountaineering we're interested in, but the 
whole mountain ethos. 

I was a do-it-yourself mountaineer. A lot 
of my early climbing was just scrambling 

around, because I could never find anyone 
energetic enough to scramble with me. 

How did you start climbing? 

I was about eighteen, and I went on a trip 
to the Mt. Cook area with a much older 
friend. It was right at the start of the war. 
I saw the mountain for the first time, and I 
was pretty impressed. I remember that I 
really did feel an urge, but I don't suppose 
you could call it a revelation. Incidentally, 
that's one of the things that's always 
irritated me about Frank Smythe. I loved 
his books. They were great in their day, 
real old flowery things. And he always got 
to the top of his mountain. There was never 
a description of failure, so he couldn't have 
been too bad. But the thing that annoyed 
me was an account in one of his books of 
when he was a babe-in-arms being taken by 
his parents for a holiday in Europe. They 
were approaching Switzerland and, when 
his baby eyes caught sight of the great 
white shapes on the horizon, he duly rose 
up in his mother's arms, saying "Goo-Gaa
Gaa" - which meant he was going to 
become a great mountaineer. I think that's 
the biggest line of bull there ever was. I 
don't think it happens. I grew into my 
interest. As a child I tended to be a loner, 
anyway. 

Were you an only child? 

No, no. But you see I went to school in the 
city, and had to travel four hours a day on 
the train. I suppose I became more indepen
dent, but it was a lonely sort of existence. 
It meant I couldn't take part in school 
sports because I was travelling back on the 
train ' at night, so I was never any great 
shakes athletically. But I worked bloody 
hard when I was young, helping my father 
with the beekeeping. We always worked in 
a rush, my brother and I, so I got very fit. 
I think all my young life, up to the Everest 
time, I never knew a day when I wasn't 
really extremely fit, almost like a Sherpa. 
When I went to the Himalaya with ordinary 
climbers who spent a large proportion of 
their time at office desks, there was no 
doubt that on average I was very much 
fitter than most of them. 

Would you say that the turning point in your 
climbing career came when you met Harry 
Ayres? 

I did quite a lot with Harry Ayres. Meeting 
him was the big turn as far as technical 
climbing was concerned. He was so much 
better than anyone I'd seen. I was very 
lucky to have a close friendship with him, 
although in actual fact I used to have to 
pay some guiding fees. But our relationship 
was much closer than just guide/customer. 
Whenever Harry wanted to do a particular 
climb, he would persuade me to pay the 
hotel corporation for which he worked, and 
off we'd go. 

So in effect it cost you money to get into high
standard mountaineering? 



Every penny I earned I put into mountain
eering. 

Did you always climb in a strictly guided 
situation? 

No, no. I did a lot of non-guided climbing 
as well. I normally went off for a couple of 
weeks with various friends, and we'd climb 
some modest, reasonable peaks. But I used 
to save enough money to have a week or 
ten days with Harry. 

Were you doing any new routes at the time? 

All the new routes I did were with Harry, 
but they weren't the hot-shot things of 
today. 1 was basically just a very energetic, 
strong climber. I could carry loads with 
the best of them, and at the end of the day 
I was one of the blokes who could break 
trail for the last three or four hours. 

On your early Himalayan ventures you seem 
to have spent most of your time searching out 
the unknown - the unclimbed col, the un
climbed peak. 

Yes, that's right. It was all to do with Eric 
Shipton really, and what I'd experienced 
in New Zealand. Shipton was the great hero 
of New Zealand mountaineering in that 
era, and we'd all read him. Furthermore, 
the work being done was exploratory, 
rather than highly technical. Most of the 
New Zealand mountain valleys were very 
isolated and unexplored, and we became 
bloody good at back-packing into them. 
We planned our trips well and became very 
competent. 

So these were really exploratory trips in the 
Shipton mode. 

Well, I'd read all of Shipton, and there's no 
doubt that he was my hero and had a strong 
influence on my approach to climbing. One 
of the greatest thrills I had was when we 
joined up with the Everest reconnaissance. 
Shipton and I immediately got on well 
together. We all did. Actually I regard it as 
very fortunate that Eric had had a soft spot 
for New Zealanders ever since he'd climbed 
with Dan Bryant on an earlier reconnais
sance. Although Dan didn't acclimatize 
well, he was a damn fine ice-climber, which 
is why two of us got invited on the recon
naissance. Eric was worried because, 
although he had three very good rock
climbers with him, he wasn't at all sure if 
any of them had ever cut a step in anger. He 
decided on the spur of the moment to let 
two New Zealanders in. 

You were actually in the Himalayas at the 
time, weren't you? 

That's right. We'd organized an expedition 
of our own. There are a lot of young 
climbers these days who say: "Gee, you 
were lucky to get on some of those things". 
But it wasn't luck at all. We organized the 
whole damn thing, and we raised the 
money, financing ninety-five percent of it 
ourselves. Some of the chaps got mortgages, 
and we generally did everything we could 
to get the money together. 

Where did you go? 

We went to the Gharwal area. We did 
some good climbing and quite a few 
ascents. 

It must have been quite expensive organizing 
a Himalayan expedition from New Zealand 
in those days. 

No, it wasn't too bad. We did it all on 
Alpine equipment. I had a pair of boots 
that should have been in a museum. r 
managed to get one-and-a-half pairs of 
socks into them, but 1 had a lot of cold 
feet. The gear we had was ludicrous really -
shoe-string stuff. 

And what did you achieve? 

Well, weclimbed MukutParbat, which was 
23,000ft., and we climbed a couple of other 
peaks at 22,000ft. and half-a-dozen at 
20,000ft. 

Quite a record! And presumably Shipton 
heard about this? 

He heard about it from two sources. One 
was the then president of the New Zealand 
Alpine Club, who later became my father
in-law. I also wrote to the Alpine Club in 
London, suggesting that they might want 
to invite one or two members of our party 
along, seeing as how we were in the area and 
had our own gear. At the time, I didn't 
consider myself as a possible candidate 
because I knew I really should have been 
getting back to help my brother with the 
honey crop. Then, when we got a telegram 
from Shipton inviting two of us, arguments 
started about which two should go. I was 
the one nobody argued about, because I 
was definitely the fittest. But there was great 
argument between Earle Riddiford and 
George Lowe. Earle was probably the least 
expert climber, but he was theoretically 
leader of the party and had produced a bit 
more money than the rest of us. 

And you tipped the scales? 

I felt it would be a dirty trick on Earle if we 
didn't let him go. 

Was George Lowe a particular friend of 
yours? 

Sure he was, so I was going against my 
natural instinct. George and I expected to 
climb together. If we had done in 1953, I 
honestly think that we would have been on 
top of Everest together. I know it's dan
gerous to say these things, but we were a 
good combination. George was a very 
competent ice-climber, but he needed some
one to spur him on at times. He could quite 
happily sit in camp for a few days, looking 
at the view and taking pictures. I couldn't 
stand sitting in camp, so I was good at 
spurring him on. And once George got go
ing on the type of climb we did in those 
days - the long, not highly technical, hard
work slogging efforts, with a lot of step
cutting and a lot of carrying - he was damn 
good at it. He did some terrific climbs in 
New Zealand, but he had to be egged on. I 
was always enthusiastic, and in this way we 

made quite a good balance. I had some very 
long days with George, in the Himalaya. 
He frequently abused me for being a peak
bagger, but he was one himself actually. 

At the time of the reconnaissance, Nepal had 
just opened up, hadn't it? 

[n 1950, the year before the reconnaissance, 
Nepal eased up on its restrictions for the 
first time, and that was when Tilman and 
Charles Houston got permission to go into 
the area. It's surprising that such experi
enced men should have made the mistake 
they did make on that trip. They only 
climbed the Khumbu Glacier to a point 
from which the icefall looks absolutely im
possible; in fact, you can hardly see it, it 
just looks like a great mountain wall. And 
from there they turned back, saying there 
was no route. But they hadn't gone right to 
the end of the glacier, so they couldn't look 
round the corner on to the icefall. When 
we went in, Eric and the others were al
ready convinced that there wouldn't be a 
route there. 

But hadn't they already looked down on the 
route from the Tibetan side - from the Lho 
La? 

Sure, but it looks terrible from there. 
Mallory was the first to have a look from 
there, and he announced that the route from 
the south was impossible. We also had an 
aerial photograph, which we called "the 
horror picture" because it made the route 
to the South Col look awful. So, when we 
went in, we went in with the attitude of 
"let's go in, have a good look and, after 
we've found out that the thing's impossible, 
as it obviously is, then we'll go off and 
climb some mountains". There were plenty 
to do in those days, and it all sounded a 
great idea and lots of fun. So we duly went 
up. Some of us had a look at the icefall, 
and it obviously wasn't as bad as Tilman 
had indicated. Eric and I went up a ridge 
on to Pumori, and that was a great day for 
me. We had the first proper look down into 
the Western Cwm, and we immediately 
realized that there was a route up the Cwm 
and up the Lhotse Face on to the South Col. 
It completely changed our attitude. 

But there was still the problem of your being 
able to get up the lcefa/1. 

Well, I never had any doubts about that, 
even though we did have a bad time there. 
After we'd had a look into the Western 
Cwm, we came down for a shufti at the 
Icefall. We struck it in conditions that must 
have been unique - at least, I've never 
heard anyone describe it the same. There 
was an enormous area of very broken ice, 
completely unstable; everything we touched 
seemed to move. 

How far did you get in 1951? 

We went virtually to the rim. Afterwards, 
as it was still early in the season, we 
decided to cross over the Hongar and go 
up on to the Barun Plateau. That was one 
of the best times we ever had with Eric 
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Shipton. I annoyed some of the team with 
my method of travelling, though. The 
"Hillary Desperation Dash", they called it. 
I've always believed that the amount of 
effort you put in is directly related to the 
time and not the distance: the faster you 
get there, the less tired you are at the end. 
I'd go flat out and arrive at our destination 
in good form, having taken half the time of 
the others, who paced themselves carefully. 

Was it during the Barun trip that you first 
saw the various climbs you tackled in sub
sequent years? 

That's right. It's a gorgeous area, and it 
was a true thrill since no one else had ever 
been in there before. We began to run out 
of food, so we decided to take a short cut 
out, over what we called the Arna Dablam 
Col in those days. It's called the Mingbo 
La now, which is the name Schneider gave 
it on the map; along with all his other 
names, it's Tibetan. lf you ask a Sherpa for 
one of the places on Schneider's maps, he 
won't know what you're talking about. 
Anyway, it was damn steep down the other 
side of the Mingbo La, and it gave us a bit 
of work and excitement before we reached 
the valley. It was a terrific trip. Even today 
it's a good outing; it's marvellous country 
and the going is quite demanding. You've 
got to be careful what you're doing. 

What sort of permit would you need to do 
that trip now? 

Only a trekking permit. Why people don't 
do it more, I don't know. 

Well, most people seem to prefer to follow 
a beaten track, while the mountaineers go 
out for the mountains. 

Yes, but even they have a tendency to 
follow beaten tracks. Look at Nuptse. It's 
only been climbed once. Walmsley's group 
did a really fine job when they got up it. 
There's a tremendous, unclimbed ridge on 
Nuptse, one of the best to be found, the 
West Ridge. I've looked at it very closely. 
In sections it looks highly technical, but I'll 
be damned if I can see anything really 
dangerous on it. 

Where would you start from? 

I'd put my base camp a mile or two below 
the old Everest base camp. You certainly 
couldn't miss the ridge from there. Re
cently, in Kathmandu, I met the army 
group who were out to do Nuptse. I was 
under the impression that they meant to do 
the West Ridge. I was a bit surprised when 
they said they were going to try the existing 
route - and I was flabbergasted by the 
number of blokes cleaned up on it. They 
told me that they were going to treat the 
route with the greatest respect and take it 
pretty easy. Admittedly, they did point out 
to me that the West Ridge would take a 
long time, because three of the summits of 
Nuptse would have to be crossed. But, to 
me, that ridge is one of the most interesting 
challenges around. 

On a more general point, do you think there 
have been any significant changes over the 
years in the planning of Himalayan expe
ditions? 

In my day, we never had much enthusiasm 
for things that were overhung and swept, 
unless they could be overcome pretty fast. 
I suppose the biggest change in Hima
layan mountaineering has been the in
crease in the accepted percentage of risk, 
and that's mainly been due to improve
ments in equipment and technical ability. 
We would have regarded a ten percent 
chance as being faintly foolhardy. But I 
believe that people nowadays will take a 
ten percent chance, if you can judge as 
close as that, because they can move so 
fast over really dangerous stretches. The 
actual time spent in a danger zone can be 
kept to a minimum, and the climber's 
ability to get out of trouble is much more 
effective. When we had to cross an ava
lanche chute, we had to hack steps, be
cause it was generally either too hard or 
to steep for the crampon techniques 
available. Then, if you were standing on a 
step in the middle of the thing, and there 
was a rumble way up top, all you could do 
was scramble madly back across your 
steps. We were too slow to go forward. 
Nowadays, an adept performer on ice can 
virtually run across steep ice when he's 
scared. 

Your ascent of the Nup La would seem to 
have involved a good deal of technical 
difficulty, even by today's standards. 

I never did anything really hard. I suppose 
it was desperate in the sense that we could 
have been killed at any time. The main 
danger on that climb was due to the onset 
of the monsoon: the snow bridges became 
so soft that they just let you through - even 
ones four and five feet thick. We were con
stantly falling through, and it became very 
trying. The route was later used by Wood
row Wilson Sayre to reach the north side 
of Everest, and he gives a blood-curdling 
account of the ascent. Under good condi
tions, and with modern equipment, it 
would be just good fun - a nice, challenging 
afternoon's work. But for us, both on the 
ascent, when conditions were so soft, and 
on the descent a few days later, when we 
went down in the most tremendous snow
storm with avalanches rumbling around, it 
was very demanding. 

What about the recent French expedition on 
the West Ridge of Everest. Was it just error 
on their part that led to disaster, or does it 
say something about the modern approach? 

I think it actually says something about the 
way in which Sherpas are treated on some 
expeditions. If an expedition places a group 
of people in excessive danger, then things 
are being pushed too far. Some recent 
expeditions have lost a number of Sherpas, 
and the French lost five in that big ava
lanche. 

There was a time when most Sherpa boys 
went on expeditions. Now, they're going 
to the school at Kumjung, and some of the 
earlier graduates have done very well - be
coming doctors or foresters. Not as many 
are climbing mountains, and not nearly as 
many are interested in climbing mountains. 
They're too smart. Climbing means you get 
a lot of pay for a short time, but you've 
also got a fair chance of being killed off. It's 
being realized that there's more security to 
be found elsewhere, and that's a damn 
good thing in my opinion. But there won't 
be a shortage of porterage. In the future, 
the Tamangs will be doing the work the 
Sherpas do now. They're from the same 
region as the Sherpas, so they have the 
same liberal approach towards what they 
eat, and so on, and they're incredibly poor. 

But is the special relationship that used to 
exist between climbers and Sherpas a thing 
of the past? 

Yes, a lot of that's changing now. You still 
get the odd case where close friendships 
develop, but not often. I suppose in some 
ways you can blame the Sherpas, but 
mainly I think it's the fault of the expedi
tions. They really do take advantage of the 
Sherpas, of whom there are very few. 
They're a small group. 

It's often been said that, on the whole, the 
Sherpas are very capable of looking after 
themselves. 

Business-wise, yes. But you must remember 
that it is the Sherpas who are almost 
always put in the bad situations on expedi
tions, and they don't have the mountain 
experience and technical ability of the other 
members. A couple of years ago, our 
doctors up in Kundi did a survey of the 
Sherpa families in the Khumbu area. They 
discovered that the climbing Sherpas, the 
people who went on expeditions and went 
above base camp, came from only about 
three hundred families. That means that if 
five Sherpas are killed, as they were on the 
French expedition for example, five out of 
three hundred families suffer a personal 
disaster. In our society, we'd regard that as 
a pretty high percentage - but over there it 
just goes on, year after year. 
That's really what I've got against the 
modern approach, and sometimes it looks 
as though it's mainly a matter of ignorance. 
There are now enormous numbers of good 
climbers around the world, and most of 
them are extremely competent in the 
modern techniques on snow and ice. They 
do fantastic things in the Alps and Yose
mite, but, almost without exception, they 
make the great mistake of believing that 
their extraordinary skill and ability can 
automatically be transported to the Hima
layas, or similar ranges, and put to work in 
the same way. Somehow, they overlook the 
big problems like distance, weather and, 
particularly, avalanches. A lot of very 
competent climbers arrive in the Himalaya 
knowing sweet Fanny Adams about ava-
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lanches. Base camps have been destroyed, 
because they have been put in places we 
would never have considered using. We 
always looked up and around to see what 
was likely to fall on us. I don't think people 
look around now. Maybe we were just 
chicken-hearted or something. 

You said before that you believe expeditions 
take advantage of their Sherpas. In what 
way do you think this happens? 

I think they may often do it unconsciously. 
The thing is, we had a sense of respon
sibility towards our Sherpas. We knew that, 
although they were stronger than we were 
in carrying loads, they didn't have anything 
like the same technical experience. Nor did 
they have anything like our knowledge of 
snow and ice climbing. And we felt it was 
our responsibility to get them around 
safely. Well, you know what the procedure 
is now, I'm sure. The hot-shots put through 
the route, wang it through, put in their 
camp, and then gently rest while the 
Sherpas trudge up and down with all the 
gear, spending ninety per cent of their time 
in the danger areas where things are likely 
to fall on you. Not surprisingly, they 
regularly get killed. This is the potential 
danger on the South-West Face of Everest. 

So what's the answer? The gist of the prob
lem is that the technical difficulties don't 
start until around 26,000/i. As soon as the 
ropes are fixed in the lower sections, it's just 
a matter of slogging. 
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I know, and nobody wants to slog. 

Nobody wants to slog because they have to 
con/'ront hard climbing at 27,000/i. They 
have no choice but to conserve their strength 
- otherwise they wouldn't have a chance. 

Well, I think that's tough luck. It means 
that all the dangerous work in unstable 
zones is left to the Sherpas. It's wrong. 

Are you saying, therefore, that any major 
technical climb that involves an inordinate 
amount of Sherpa movement is unjustified? 

I wouldn't go as far as that, but I would 
certainly expect a responsible expedition to 
take a much greater share in the dangerous 
part of the climbing, which is not usually 
the hard climbing. For every one man-day 
spent on the mountain by the climbers, the 
Sherpas spend about four. Perhaps expe
ditions should take along a few tough 
cookies, just to help the Sherpas carry 
things into position. 

Maybe the thing will be self-correcting. As 
the Sherpas are increasingly lured away by 
trekking, or deterred by the danger, so 
expeditions will be forced to carry more 
themselves. Perhaps the Monzino approach 
is the answer - having helicopters to land 
stuff in the Western Cwm. 

I've had this same discussion with Chris 
Bonington, in Darjeeling - at the bar, of 
course. To me, it's not mountaineering to 
organize things as Monzino did. 

But he managed to cut out a lot of Sherpa 

movement in the Ice Fall and up the 
Western Cwm. 

Well, he may have cut out some movement, 
but at the same time he had so much stuff 
to shift that there was more Sherpa move
ment in the Ice Fall than at any other time 
in the mountain's history. It was almost 
vital to have the helicopters. I discussed 
this with Monzino at his base camp, sitting 
in his personal tent, in comfortable Italian 
chairs, before his large table, which stood 
on carpets spread out on the ice and 
moraine beneath. As we drank some plea
sant drink, he told me that he had twenty
six three-man assault teams, each composed 
of two Sherpas and an Italian - or it might 
have been two Italians and a Sherpa - but 
in any case there were twenty-six teams 
available for the attack. I told him that I 
appreciated his hospitality (he'd sent a 
helicopter to bring me up, by the way), but 
I thought that what he was doing was more 
like a military operation than a moun
taineering expedition. And that offended 
him more than. somewhat. Bonington's 
comment about Monzino was that "every
body ought to be able to do their own 
thing". If someone wants to spend a couple 
of million dollars and bring in helicopters, 
then let him. But, in my view, it's almost 
immoral. 

I think a lot of climbers felt the same way -
that Monzino was using a sledge-hammer to 
crack a nut, and so on; but it may be that by 
using those helicopters he's shown the way. 



It might be more ethical to transport stuff 
by helicopter and cut down 011 the use of 
Sherpas. 

You're combining two separate questions 
now. 

But you pointed to a dilemma which has got 
to be solved. What 's your solution? 

I've already given you one. But let's look 
at the second question now; forget the 
Sherpas and examine the argument. As far 
as I am concerned, you have to start a 
mountain from the bottom. Recently, the 
Americans were considering a new route 
on Dhaulagiri. l discussed the route with 
the expedition leader, and he said that he 
was very concerned about the dangers of 
the icefall which leads up to the plateau, 
where the route itself begins. What he 
wanted to do was to fly everything and 
everybody on to the plateau, thereby 
avoiding the dangerous approach. So I 
asked him a question: "Would you feel 
that you'd climbed the mountain, if you'd 
been flown in at half-height so as to avoid 
the most dangerous and difficult part of the 
mountain - difficult only in the sense that 
you would be most likely to be killed 
there?" His answer was more or less what 
you've suggested - that he'd be doing a 
public service by cutting down the risk to 
Sherpas. But I like to feel that the real 
contest is between you and the mountain. 
I'm quite prepared to use a road to the 
base, if one exists, or an airfield if there's 
one near by; but once you get on the moun
tain, if you avoid all the dangerous bits with 
helicopters and whatnot, you're breaking 
off the contest before it begins. 

But isn't that an archaic viewpoint? You 
could be Le Saussure criticizing Bonatti for 
using the telepheriques in the Mont Blanc 
range. Saussure tackled Mont Blanc in the 
way you climbed Everest, and that was the 
project of the day. But on Everest, now, the 
project is the South-West Face, so the Ice 
Fall can probably be regarded as a trouble
some detail. 

You may be right. I have to admit, if you 
can avoid the lee Fall on the South-West 
Face, that's okay. You still have to face 
something pretty tough. But, to me, people 
who trudge up our route - the tourist route 
- just aren't doing the climb if they avoid 
the lee Fall. Why not land on the South Col 
and carry on from there? 

What happened afier you returned from the 
reconnaissance in 1951? What was the next 
step in planning the Everest attempt? 

Well, when we got back, we were quite 
confident that we'd be returning to climb 
Everest the following year. But the Swiss 
beat us to it - so we went to Cho Oyu, 
which was one of the prime cock-ups of all 
time. 

Would you like to expand on that? 

I'd rather not. I suppose the first problem 
was that we were a mixed group of people. 
It wasn't what I would call a strong party 

overall, although there were some strong 
members. But, in any case, the whole 
expedition was undermined by worry about 
the Chinese. In order to get to Cho Oyu, 
you have to cross the Nangpa La and go 
around to the Kyetrak Glacier, which is 
essentially in Tibet. There was concern that 
the Chinese would rush up and grab us. 
Well, personally, I was quite sure that I 
could outrun any Chinese, and I wasn't too 
worried about it. But several members, in
cluding Eric Shipton, were very concerned. 
Now I have great admiration for Eric, but 
one of his problems was that he worried 
too much about the members of his parties. 
And it seems to me that to be a really good 
leader of a big expedition you can't be too 
concerned about the individual welfare of 
everyone in the party. Eric was too soft
hearted; he was worried that some of us 
might be whisked off by the Chinese, and 
that had a demoralizing influence. 
The other big problem was that our base 
camp was way down on the Nepalese side 
of the border, and it took almost two days 
to reach our next camp, at 21,000ft. on the 
ridge. I don't think there's ever been 
another expedition with its base camp and 
camp I so widely separated. It felt mighty 
lonely up there, with all those Chinese 
waiting down below to ambush you. Our 
mental attitude was wrong. 
Anyway, we pushed up the ridge, George 
Lowe and me on one rope, and Alf Gregory 
and Tom Bourdillon on the other. Interest
ingly enough, the two British members 
climbed up the rock, while we climbed the 
ice - at about twice the speed. We reached 
the ice gully, with the seracs hanging above 
it, and I started cutting steps up it. This was 
the way the mountain was finally climbed. 
The women's party were killed at this spot; 
they camped right in the middle of the 
damn thing. It was a short, dangerous 
piece, and Tom and Alf, who were already 
pretty dejected, began shouting at us: 
"Come down, you silly bastards!" - and 
everybody looked over their shoulders to 
see what the Chinese were doing. There 
just seemed to be no hope of climbing the 
mountain, with the way things were. Of 
course, we should have done it, because 
once you get up that gully it's dead easy. 

Talking about Cho Oyu makes me think 
about Pasang Dawa Lama. Who's the better 
Sherpa climber in your view - Tenzing or 
Pasang? 

Well, actually, Ang Tharkay was the best 
Sirda that I knew. He had vitality and was 
good at relating his responsibilities to his 
party. He looked after the rights of his 
Sherpas, and was able to control large 
numbers of porters. 

But that's an administrative ability. 

He was a very good climber as well. When 
the French were on Annapurna, waiting in 
their high camp for the moment to go for 
the top, who should come through with 
extra gear - through the dangers and 

difficulties that half the book is written 
about - but old Ang Tharkay. He was no 
hack. I remember racing him down screes, 
which is something I was rather good at. 
Now Sherpas can move pretty well on that 
sort of ground, but they aren't usually 
competitive. Old Ang Tharkay was. But 
trying to sort out who is best among the 
Sherpas is like trying to ask the old question 
about who is the best climber in the 
world. Those blokes are all good. Pasang 
had what Tenzing had - an enormous 
ambition to get to the top, and an aware
ness of the advantages of doing so. 

But the ambition must have been a moun
taineering ambition, rather than a worldly, 
material ambition, because you rapidly put 
any material aims at the back of your mind 
when you're nearing physical exhaustion. 

Sure, you have to distinguish of course 
between a Sirdar and a climber. Tenzing 
was primarily a climber and, according to 
the standards of the day, he was a very 
good climber. I enjoyed climbing with him 
best of all the Sherpas. 

He was said to be very steady, and quick on 
the rope in response to danger. 

Well, there was an incident that everyone 
knows about, when I shot down a crevasse 
and Tenzing held me. It happened at the 
end of a very long day, while we were run
ning through the Ice Fall in the semi-dark 
that I went into the crevasse. It was a wide 
one, with a lump of ice protruding from 
the bottom lip. I came charging down and 
rather stupidly leapt on to this bit of ice on 
the far side with my considerable weight. 
Not surprisingly, it broke off, with me on 
top of it. You know how, in these situations, 
everything goes very slowly, and you have 
time to analyse all the details - well, I saw 
that the whole block was starting to turn as 
we fell, and I knew that it was going to 
crush me against the wall, so I flexed my 
knees and leapt upwards, at the same time 
throwing myself out, crampons towards one 
wall, shoulders towards the other. We con
tinued falling, but now the chunk of ice 
was two or three feet below me, turning 
gently. Ten minutes later, or so it seemed, 
we were approaching the bottom of the 
crevasse, and I realized that unless some
thing happened fairly soon, it was going to 
be particularly unfortunate for us all. Well, 
Tenzing had whopped in a belay, very 
expertly, and the rope suddenly came 
tight; and there I was, hanging, watching 
this thing get smashed to bits beneath me. 
After that, I was able to bridge my way 
out, and we ran down. I never forgot how 
well Tenzing handled the rope. This was 
early in the expedition, before we got to the 
South Col, and it greatly built up my con
fidence. He knew what he was doing. He 
also had a tremendous ambition to get to 
the top of Everest. 

How was it that Shipton lost the leadership 
of the /953 Expedition? 
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I'd say the underlying reason was that, 
although Eric excels in the small, almost 
unorganized trip, he is not good at, nor 
does he enjoy, organizing a big expedition. 

But he wanted the leadership, didn't he? 

He was offered the leadership; he didn't 
ask for it. Initially he turned it down, but 
they persuaded him to take it. But I'm not 
saying he didn't consider it a great honour 
and wasn't happy at the prospect. 

So what happened next? 

Nothing much happened, and this is the 
point. The preliminary organization of the 
expedition did not move at a pace fast 
enough for the Everest Committee, and 
that was what forced the conclusion that 
perhaps Eric was not the right person to 
lead it. 

It has been suggested that the decision was 
influenced by a certain ambition on Hunt's 
part. 

I have no way of knowing whether that's 
true or not. I've never heard it said before, 
and of course I was in New Zealand at the 
time of the change-over. Anyway, I think 
John Hunt was with his division in Ger
many at the time, so he would have had 
difficulty in exerting any influence on the 
committee. I believe it happened because 
certain members of the committee were 
dissatisfied with the progress being made. 
I have never been critical of the fact that 
Eric was replaced, but only of the way in 
which it was done. 

So, basically, John Hunt came out of the 
blue. 

It was afait accompli when I heard about it. 
Bourdillon, Evans, Lowe and I objected to 
the way it had been done, and we very 
nearly pulled out of the expedition. I'd 
never heard of John Hunt before, and I 
was worried by the fact that he was an 
army officer. But I changed my mind after 
I received two letters. One was from Eric, 
saying that he was disappointed and all the 
rest, but that we should stick with the new 
management. The second was from John 
Hunt, and it was a damn good one. Those 
two letters, particularly Eric's, made me 
realize I wanted to climb Everest, just like 
everyone else. But I reserved my attitude 
toward Hunt. I didn't meet him until 
Kathmandu. John is masterly at dealing 
with people like me - bloody-minded 
colonial types. We met in the British 
embassy, and John thrust out his hand and 
said: "Hello, Ed. I've always wanted to 
meet you." That's pretty hard to resist. And 
then he drew me aside and told me how he 
planned to lead the expedition from the 
front, and that he was looking forward to 
getting sound advice from me on var,ious 
problems. He handled me really well. 

What did you think of his choice of team? 

There's no doubt that he weakened the 
. team by losing Harry Ayres. Harry had 
been chosen by Shipton, on our recom-
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mendation. He was a much better climber 
than any member of our expedition. 

Do you feel he appointed people who were 
nowhere near as strong as Ayres? 

Well, I didn't know enough about British 
climbers to jibe at them. When we got on 
the mountain, everyone did a reasonably 
competent job. This is the thing I always 
try to stress: we were a bloody good team, 
but we weren't a bunch of hot-shot prima 
donnas. There were some outstanding men 
in the team: Charles Evans, for sure, and 
Tom Bourdillon, who was a bloody good 
rock climber. 

Did the members of the team ever discuss 
the possibility of merits or awards? 

Never, to my knowledge. I had a feeling 
that we might get some sort of 'gong', or 
something, but that was about as far as I 
went. I doubt if this would be the attitude 
of modern day expeditions. 

Was there an attempt to coincide the timing 
of the ascent with the coronation? 

None, as far as I was concerned. The 
mountain and the weather dictated our 
timing. James Morris was the only one who 
realized that, with a terrific effort, it might 
be possible to get the news out. 

Were you at all daunted by the pomp and 
ceremony that confronted you when you 
arrived in London? 

As antipodeans, I think George Lowe and 
I were less daunted than our English com
panions. We were sufficiently respectful, I 
believe, but by no means overwhelmed. We 
lived on smoked salmon and champagne 
for about two weeks, and I developed a 
taste for them, contrary to my abstemious 
upbringing. George and I had to get our
selves out of one or two potentially embar
rassing situations on our own initiative. 
The rig I was supposed to wear as a Knight 
of the British Empire looked a bit bare 
when I first got it - most people have some 
sort of medal or decoration to display - so 
I went round to Moss Brothers to see what 
I could find. All they had to do was push 
the right buttons and out popped the 
medals I was entitled to for serving in the 
New Zealand Air Force. The first time I 
put on the KGB regalia was for the Lord 
Mayor's banquet that was held in our 
honour. George and I returned from some 
do in the afternoon to find the formal 
clothes, regalia and all the ornaments 
spread out on the bed. I had no idea where 
all these things went, so George suggested 
that I just stand in front of the mirror while 
he pinned them on where he thought they 
looked best. As we left the hotel, we were 
surrounded by newsmen wanting our 
picture. They expected us to drive off in a 
big Rolls or something, but in fact we'd 
planned to catch a cab. At that moment, lo 
and behold, a Rolls pulled into the hotel 
drive, and a rather distinguished-looking 
old gentleman got out and went in, 

obviously on his way to meet somebody. 
Well, George and I looked at each other, 
and I said to the newsmen: "Will this do?" 
"Sure," they said, so we jumped in, much 
to the surprise of the chauffeur. The news
men took their pictures, and then we 
dashed off and caught a cab. 

What impact has the knighthood had on 
your life? 

My social background made me basically 
dislike the idea of titles for New Zealanders, 
I suppose because in a sense they create an 
upper class. Also, I was quite convinced 
that I would make a lousy job of being a 
titled person, and anyway I certainly did 
not have the money to live up to such a 
position. I still don't believe that titles are 
necessary, but I realize that the effect they 
have is largely what you permit them to 
have. My Victorian-type upbringing would 
not allow me to cause offence by turning 
down something that had been formally 
accepted on my behalf. You see, the 
knighthood had been accepted for me by 
the New Zealand ambassador, without my 
knowledge, and I must admit that I was 
horrified when I first heard of it. 

Has it made you aware of any particular 
weight of responsibilities? 

I don't think it has made any difference to 
my sense of responsibility - that had prob
ably been established before I climbed 
Everest. However, a knighthood makes it 
easier to attract attention if one wishes to 
do so, and of course one must be a little 
more careful about casual utterances. It 
makes it easier to get things done, as well. 
I was largely responsible for getting the 
New Zealand government involved in the 
Everest National Park. They have agreed 
to contribute U.S. $400,000 towards the 
initial establishment. This may be done in 
time to protect the area, I don't know. 
Most of the major problems can be over
come if the Nepalese government approa
ches the project with determination and 
understanding, but I believe that the 
interests and the welfare of the Sherpas 
must always be kept in mind. 

Do you think Tenzing would have received a 
knighthood if the climb had been made 
today? 

I don't know. The George Medal was a 
great honour, but in my view Tenzing 
should have received the same as me. He 
would have handled a knighthood with 
great dignity. To be Continued A 

In Mountain 46 Sir Edmund Hillary will 
discuss his expeditions to the Barun 
Valley, Makalu and Antarctica. 



The Trento Film Festival 

This year's Trento Film Festival marked the 
twenty-third occasion on which moun
taineers and film-makers have gathered to
gether for a week of film-viewing in the 
ancient and beautiful Dolomite city. The 
festival covers all films about mountains and 
exploration. This is a wide brief, and only a 
small proportion of the entries actually deal 
with mountaineering subjects. Other entries 
cover such diverse topics as ecology, folk-lore, 
and hunting, and there are also various wildlife 
and fictional material. Every day, about ten 
films are shown, in three sessions, but the 
organizers wisely keep the best features for 
the evenings. It helps to speak Italian, as all 
dialogue is spoken over the muted sound
tracks, by the festival commentators. 

Who goes to the festival? Apart from 
mountaineers and mountaineering journa
lists, there is a cadre of distributors and 
buyers from the main cinema and television 
companies, all on the lookout for likely 
purchases. Wooing them are the film
makers themselves. There are also critics 
and journalists from many European news
papers, although Germany and Italy seem 
to be the best represented. The general 
public - the good people of Trento - also 
join in and pack the cinema for most of the 
sittings. Working through this throng with 
admirable efficiency are a team of function
aries, who are based at the Grand Hotel, 
and who administer the festival for the 
City of Trento, which provides the finances. 

The films compete for a number of 
prizes. The main award is the Grand Prize 
of the City of Trento (value unspecified); 
the next prize, that of the Italian Alpine 
Club, is worth £750. There are eight other 
prizes, so there is a fairly good chance of 
winning something if one has a reasonable 
film. 

You may wonder how Europe's climbers 
(particularly those who live far away from 
Trento) can afford to spend a week watch
ing films in May. A British climber, who 
flew and stayed at one of the hotels used by 
the other climbers, would find himself out 
of pocket to the tune of about £200. The 
secret is to get invited. Every year, the festi
val plays host to a number of celebrated 
mountaineers, and various mountaineering 
journalists and writers. They are put up in 
the best hotels, with full board; all they 
have to do is get to Trento. The festival 
used to be held in the autumn, which suited 
climbers better, as most of them had com
pleted their expeditions or alpine seasons by 
then. It was recently moved to early May, 
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however, a time no doubt better suited to 
the trade, but not so convenient for 
climbers. 

Most of the climbers seem to know that 
the action doesn't really start until the end 
of the week (the best mountaineering films 
are reserved until then), and they usually 
begin showing up on the Thursday or Fri
day. On the Saturday morning, there is a 
big reception for alpinists in the head
quarters of the CAI (Trento section) - an 
impressive building in the main street of 
the city. Here, with much ceremony, all the 
invited climbers are called forward and 
presented with a medal by a panel of digni
taries. Cameras flash, the audience ap
plauds - it's all very formal and out-of
character, and many of the climbers, 
particularly the younger ones, wince with 
embarrassment. In fact, however, the 
occasion is pretty harmless, and it does 
serve to introduce everyone to the throng. 
A great many medals are dished out, and 
nobody attaches much importance to them. 
The Italians seem to thrive on such cere
monies. Each of the festival dignitaries, not 
to be outdone by his colleagues, steps for
ward to deliver his speech, generally liber
ally laced with platitudes and flummery. 

Nor was this a typical. Throughout the 
week, there are several meetings and recep
tions, filling in the spaces between the films; 
various permutations of the same group of 
festival dignitaries speechify endlessly to 
audiences, half of whom cannot understand 
a word of what is going on, but, as Trento 
is paying, nobody is ill-mannered enough 
to complain. 

In fact, these receptions do add a useful 
element of formality to the proceedings. 
They provide a framework around which 
people can group, and by virtue of which 
they can get to know one another. The 
alpinists' reception is particularly valuable 
in this respect; once the ceremonial side is 
over, everyone gets down to boozing with 
great gusto. From the climbing point of 
view, it is a dazzling throng, a roll-call of 
which reads like pages of Alpine history. 
Well-known names abound - Loulou 
Boulaz, Andre Roch, Gaston Rebuffat, 
Andre Contamine, Pierre Mazeaud, Sylvia 
Metzelin and her husband Gianni Busciani, 
Yvette and Michel Vaucher, Claudio Corti, 
Wolfgang Nairz, Walter Cecchinel, Jean 
Frehel, Claude Jager, Peter Habeler, 
Simone Badier, Jean Juge, Gianni Rusconi, 
Yannick Seigneur and Louis Audoubert -
to name just a few who have been present 

over the past two years. 
Another event set up for climbers is the 

climbers' meet. Originally this was held on 
the Paganella, an impressive cliff high 
above the city; with the move to spring, 
however, this ceased to be a convenient 
venue (it is often snowbound, and the 
telepherique isn't working), and this year 
we were conducted to a collection of 
scruffy limestone boulders. No sooner had 
we set foot to rock, however, than we were 
summoned to a sumptuous, multi-course 
luncheon in a nearby restaurant. Eating 
and drinking play a large part in the 
festival. 

The films themselves, the main object of 
all this fuss, have been disappointing during 
my two visits. I have seen no more than 
half-a-dozen films on mountaineering that 
had any real merit, and only a few that were 
worthwhile on other subjects. One has 
to study the programme very carefully to 
avoid being trapped by the bad material. 
Last year's winner was an interesting little 
production by Lother Brandler, called Die 
Wand (The Wall). It featured a solo climber 
on the Maestri Route on the Roda di Yael. 
Another film that was mentioned in last 
year's list of prize-winners was Bob 
Carmichael's Break on Through, with those 
bronzed, chalk-covered Boulder 5.10 men, 
powering their way up the Naked Edge in 
Eldorado Springs Canyon. Another recent 
prize-winner, which I haven't seen, but 
which is very highly rated by those who 
have, is Helen Dassonville's Abigmes. This 
is a re-enactment of a gripping fall taken by 
Robert Sorgato, on the Couzy Route on 
the Cima Ovest. The film depicts his move
by-move attempt to prusik up a fraying 
rope, with very little equipment, and it is 
said to be very exciting. 

This year there was a flutter of drama at 
the end of the festival. It centred round the 
leathery frame of Gaston Rebuffat, who 
had entered his film Les Horizons gagnes 
into the competition. As usual, the film 
depicted an immaculate guide (Gaston 
Rebuffat) and client swinging effortlessly up 
the sun-baked granite of the Chamonix 
Aiguilles, and promenading along twink
ling Alpine aretes, all to the strains of 
Beethoven. The pair reach their summits 
with slow, graceful movements, and stand 
monumentally (Rebuffat always two steps 
higher than his client) surveying some 
majestic Alpine landscape. It's all familiar 
stuff to those who have read his books or 
attended his lectures: not a cloud in sight, 
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not a bead of sweat visible, breeches im
maculately creased, it's all pleasure, never 
pain. Somehow this isn't the Alpine world 
I know, and many other climbers ap
parently found it equally phoney. 

As in the case of all Rebuffat's films, the 
soundtrack was entirely musical. This 
allows Rebuffat to use his films as lecture 
vehicles, over which he can read some 
evocative commentary. It's all highly com
mercial, but it isn't typical fare for the 
Trento judges. On this occasion, they 
viewed the film before Rebuffat arrived, 
watching it without having the com
mentary read (though they had a script), 
and presumably judging and placing it 
accordingly. Rebuffat was enraged about 
this, feeling that his film could not be 
judged in its true creative light without his 
commentary and the audience reaction. His 
indignation was redoubled after he had 
seen two other films about the Mont Blanc 
group, both of which he criticized as 
'dishonest'. Finally, in protest, he withdrew 
his film from the competition. 

The two films that irked Rebuffat were 
Lothar Brandler's treatment of the West 
Face of the Dru - a hopelessly inadequate 
offering, with much of the filming done on 
the Aig. du Midi - and a fictional French 
television film, called Mort d'un Guide 
(Death of a Guide), which also dealt with 
the Dru (though this was never stated) and 
was also shot mainly on the Midi. 

The latter film, which turned out to be 
highly controversial on a number of 
counts, eventually won the main prize of 
the festival. The plot concerns an ageing 
(late thirties) and ambitious guide who 
wants to make it big while he is still fit and 
able. He plans a dramatic climb (which 
appears to be a winter ascent of the 
American Direct/Robbins-Harlin Route on 
the Dru, though this is never spelt out), 
and asks a newspaper man to splash the 
story. But the reporter isn't interested, un
less the climb turns out to have a remarkable 
sensational content. 

To provide this, the guide and his young 
companion not only attempt the route in 
poor weather, but deliberately loiter along 
the way, spending several nights in ham
mocks under the cover of clouds, until the 
drama develops and the press and TV 
gather in Chamonix. All this is dealt with 
in flashback, and the film opens at the point 
at which the climb has gone wrong. The 
younger climber has been killed by light
ning. A dangerous rescue is organized, and 
eventually the older man is reached and 
taken down by helicopter. Questions are 
asked back in Chamonix, but the guide 
provides a reasonable explanation for what 
has happened, carefully editing out , the 
commercial undertones. The furore at last 
dies down. 

The summer season arrives and the guide 
is booked by a mysterious young climber. 
After a few routes, the client reveals that 
he is the brother of the dead man and that 
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Gaston Rebuffat: removed his film from the 
festival in a huff. 

he has come to Chamonix to investigate the 
events which led to his brother's death. 

The guide explains all, but the young man 
is not satisfied, so the pair return (by 
abseil) to the scene of the accident, to re
enact the events. It then emerges that the 
guide, overcome by his own driving 
ambition, actually completed the original 
climb alone, leaving his companion, on the 
verge of delirium, tied to a ledge a few 
pitches below the summit. This was despite 
the existence of an easy way off, by which 
he could have shepherded the stricken man 
to safety; but he preferred to finish his 
climb first, before returning to his com
panion to try and save him. 

The young man then demands that they 
repeat the final section of the climb, so that 
he can finish what his brother failed to do. 
In doing this, the guide takes a major 
fall, rips out all his pitons, and ends sus
pended below the second and under an 
overhang. The second has been dragged 
from his stance, and the belays are on the 
point of pulling out. After a few desperate 
attempts to prusik to safety, the guide, in a 
final cleansing act of heroism, cuts himself 
off the rope and falls to his death, while the 
second jumps to safety. 

Despite the language problem, I found 
the film continuously absorbing. The acting 
was good, the plot unfolds in a fascinating 
way, and the location shooting is the best I 
have seen in a mountain film. There are 
some striking scenes - a grizzly shot of 
rescuers kicking the body of the dead 
climber off the face to be recovered by 
others below is particularly unpleasant. We 
all know it happens, but seeing it on film 
seems to exaggerate the callousness. The 
climbing is dramatic and convincing. The 
fall is long and unexpected, and the final 
shot of the guide methodically sawing him
self off the rope was for me a spine-chilling 
moment. Many climbers in the audience 
found this laughable however and dis
missed this as "pure Hitchcock", and it 

certainly stretched (no pun intended) the 
imagination. Having embarked on this 
unlikely finale, the director - Jacques 
Ertaud - pushes it to the limit. As the guide 
falls to his death, his downward plummet 
turns into an elegant sky-dive. For some, 
this was ridiculous, but others (myself in
cluded) felt that it elevated the film to a 
higher creative level. As the body lies prone 
on the snows below the Dru, the news
paperman dictates the obituary to the 
typesetter, leaving one to dwell on the place 
of heroism in mountaineering (remember 
Oates), as well as on the other less worthy 
qualities of mountaineers that the film 
develops. 

The guide is transparently based on 
Rene Desmaison, and the film is a scarcely 
veiled critique of the whole gamut of ploys 
used by a commercially orientated climber. 
The plot itself is clearly based on the pro
longed drama which attended Desmaison's 
and Gousseault's attempt to climb the left 
side of the Walker Spur in the winter of 
1971 when Gousseault died close to the top. 

It all makes for a very exciting film, but 
whether such an attack on Desmaison is 
fair is hotly disputed. Ertaud had close 
links with some of Desmaison's critics in 
Chamonix, including the late Gerard 
Devoussoux (who is fictionally portrayed 
in the film as organizer of the rescue) and 
Maurice Herzog, whose sister is married 
to Ertaud. I asked a number of leading 
French climbers who were present at the 
festival whether they thought the implied 
criticism was fair. Rebuffat said no, but was 
anyway far more incensed with the fact that 
the filming had been done mainly on the 
Midi, when it was supposed to be the Drµ. 
As the film is fictional, this seemed per
fectly reasonable, particularly as the shoot
ing is so well disguised that one would 

French Sports Minister Pierre Mazeaud (left) 
with Andre Contamine: maintaining a discreet 
silence. 



never know, except for the fact that some 
of the stormy action shots could only have 
been shot from the telepherique. 

I next asked Pierre Mazeaud. He dis
missed the question with a Gallic flourish: 
"Rene Desmaison is my friend - no com
ment", but with typical impishness he 
seemed amused by the stir the film was 
creating. Andre Contamine was even more 
discreet. He is Mountain's French corres
pondent and, as his motto tends to be 
'Hear no evil, see no evil, speak no evil', I 
was not unduly surprised by his reaction. 
Giorgio Bertone, on the other hand, who 
accompanied Desmaison and Claret on the 
eventual ascent of the Jorasses route, was 
very defensive. He claimed that the ground 
on the lower part of the route was so 
difficult that Desmaison and Gousseault 
could not have made faster progress, and 
he considered the film to have been unfair 
to Desmaison. 

Later enquiries revealed that the film has 
aroused strong passions in France. The 
influential Parisian group of climbers 
regard it as a scurrilous attack on Des
maison, organised by his Chamonix critics, 
who have "used Ertaud's great talent as a 
film maker" to distort the truth. The 
film's implication that Gousseault was 
young and inexperienced, and that Des
maison could have rescued him, had it not 
been for his own ambition, is totally re
jected as a spiteful smear. Nevertheless 
official comment has been absent. La 
Montagne has hardly mentioned the film 
and, as Trento reaction showed, the leading 
figures in French climbing are maintaining 
a discreet silence. Desmaison himself is 
believed to have considered legal action and 
decided against it. He did protest about the 
original plan to call the guide " Vermaison" 
and this idea was dropped . The association 
remains however, and it is so obvious that 
many members of the French public are 
said to have recognized the link between the 
fictional character and Desmaison, when 
the film was shown on French Television. 

Putting aside these critical undercurrents, 
and judging the film solely as a creative 
comment on mountaineering, I felt that it 

was the most successful attempt I have seen 
to fuse gripping climbing action with a 
fictional plot. Its only real competitor is 
Etoiles du Midi. It was hardly surprising 
that the film took the main prize of the 
festival, despite Rebuffat's scarcely re
pressed disgust and the other controversial 
factors. 

The final scenes of the festival were 
themselves quite melodramatic. Rebuffat 
had sensibly allowed his film to stay in the 
programme, although he demanded the 
right to explain his reasons for withdrawing 
it from the competition. After holding a 
press showing on the Saturday morning, he 
made an emotional speech to a packed 
cinema during the afternoon. There was a 
faint air of pathos as he stood, spotlit, on 
the stage, explaining to a hushed audience 
how he had been misled and how the film 
had been judged in his absence without his 
spoken dialogue. The film was then shown, 
with the Italian commentator reading the 
dialogue. Predictably, it was received with 
wild applause; Rebuff at and his wife stood, 
damp-eyed, in the centre of the cinema, 
acknowledging the acclaim, while the jury 
threw down compliments and regrets from 
their box high above. It was all very 
emotional stuff. 

The debate finally came to hinge around 
which of the films most truly represented 
the climbing experience: which was more 
real - Rebuffat's sun-baked, granite
strewn odyssey, or the stormy, dangerous 
and controversial world portrayed by 
Ertaud? For me, it was the latter film, but 
many climbers found its melodramatic 
content too strong to accept, and tended to 
favour the world of Rebuffat. 

The festival ended in the evening with one 
final and massive reception, in the form of 
a buffet-banquet, with unlimited food and 
booze and mercifully few speeches. This 
most successful event has been run for 
twenty-three years, perhaps providing the 
only real international get-together for 
climbers. For this, the organizers deserve 
a massive vote of thanks and encourage
ment to press on - speeches and all. .&. 

Scenes from Death of a Guide: the guide with 
the brother (left), on the final section of the 
climb (above) and being rescued (below) . 
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OBITUARIES 
Count Aldo Bonacossa 

Gerry Owens Richard Summerton 
Diana Hunter 

Count Aldo Bonacossa 
The influential and active 
Milanese climber, Count Aldo 
Bonacossa, died recently at the 
age of eighty-nine. His climbing 
and ski-mountaineering career, 
one of the most prolific in 
Alpine history, began before 
World War I, while he was a 
student at the Munich Politech
nique. There he met and 
climbed with two famous 
climbers of the period, Ugo di 
Vallepiana and Hans Pfann. 
During fifty years of climbing, 
Bonacossa established more 
than 740 new routes, and 
many more major variations, in 
various parts of the Alps from 
the Cottian range to the Ortler
Cevedale group. In most 
regions, he literally 'settled 
down', systematically exploring 
year after year every peak and 
every ridge. He was a pioneer 
in such areas as, to name but a 
few, the Valpelline (Pennine 
Alps), the Moise-Chambeyron 
group (Cottian range), the 
Lepontine Alps, the Swiss 
groups of Rheinwaldhorn, 
Albula, Bernina and, most 
significantly, the Masino
Bregaglia-Mte. Disgrazia region, 
for which he edited the 
official CAI guidebook in 1936, 
after a number of years of 
careful exploration with such 
climbers as Gervasutti, Casti
glione, Bramani, and Negri. 
This guidebook is extremely 
rare and has never been re
placed. He was also the author 
of the Ortler-Cevedale guide
book published in 1915. 
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Bonacossa became a connois
seur of fine rock climbs, many 
of which today are classic and 
retain a high reputation, for 
example the South Ridge of 
Punta Allievi (1936). Following 
the example of Marcel Kurz, he 
became a great enthusiast of 
ski-mountaineering, and pro
vided a good deal of revitalized 
impetus for the sport. During 
the 1920s, he spent his winters 
guiding hundreds of neophites 
up the most celebrated ski
summits in the Alps. Among 
his intimate friends were King 
Albert I, H.R.H. Amedeo, Duke 
of Aosta, and many a time he 
climbed with Hans Steger and 
his wife. His first ascents on 
ski of major Alpine peaks 
number over 300. Count 
Bonacossa can rightly be com
pared, because of his keen and 
intelligent activity, to Marcel 
Kurz and to Ettore Castiglione. 
His astonishing record of new 
routes compares more than 
favourably with that of W. A. B. 
Coolidge. Count Bonacossa 
joined the Alpine Club in 1912 
and was made an honorary 
member in 1963. He was pre
sented to Her Majesty the 
Queen in 1957, a rare distinc
tion for a foreign mountaineer, 
shared only by Alfred Zurcher 
and Hans Lauper. 
Claudio Cima 

Gerry Owens 
Thirty-seven-year-old Owens, 
who died on Nuptse (see page 
28), was a major in the 
Worcester and Sherwood 
Foresters. At the time of his 
death he was Chief Instructor 
at the Joint Services Mountain 
Training Centre, in Inverness. 

He had climbed in the Atlas 
Mountains and had had several 
Alpine seasons. However, his 
main ambitions were in the 
Himalayas. He was one of a 
number of climbers who spear
headed the recent revival of 
interest in Himalayan climbing 
in the Army Mountaineering 
Association. He reached the 
summit of Tirich Mir in 1969, 
and in 1970 climbed to the 
summit of Annapurna I, with 
Henry Day, by the original 
French Route. In 1973, he was 
Deputy Leader of an A.M.A. ex
pedition to the Kulu area, during 
which lndrasan was climbed by 
a new route up the East Ridge. 
Owen's fanatical determination 
and fitness contributed greatly 
to his success as a Himalayan 
climber. 

Richard Summerton 
Twenty-nine-year-old 
Summerton, who also died on 
Nuptse, was a captain in the 

Diana Hunter 
Twenty-four-year-old Diana 
Hunter was killed recently in 
the Rocky Mountain Park. 
She had just completed a route 
on Cathedral Wall with Jim 
Michaels, and was soloing up 
easy ground when a chock
stone gave way, and she fell. 
Widely regarded as one of the 
finest female rock-climbers in 
the States, she was particularly 
skilled in steep face-climbing. 
She was most active in the 
main Colorado rock areas, 
where she did many hard climbs 
in the company of the Erikson 
brothers, Steve Wunsch and 
others. She had led most of the 
5.1 O's in Eldorado Springs 
Canyon, and had climbed most 
of the 5.11 's. 

Diana is dead. 
The news came yesterday, that 
Diana Hunter had died. 
How could you go before 
I saw you again? I 
didn"t know you well enough 
yet. 

Royal Engineers. He, too, 
reached the summit of Tirich 
Mir in 1969; he also made the 
first ascent of Little Tirich on 
the same expedition . He took 
part in the 1970 A.M .A. 
Annapurna Expedition and the 
1972 Trans American Darien 
Gap Expedition. 

Two other climbers were killed 
on the Nuptse trip. They were 
Lt. David Brister and Rflmn. 
Pasang Tamang, both twenty
four. They were developing 
members of the A.M.A. and 
had both climbed Menthosa and 
Gurkha Parbat during the 1973 
Kulu expedition. Brister read 
history at Oxford and was then 
commissioned into the Intelli
gence Corps. Tamang was a 
member of the 7th Duke of 
Edinburgh's Own Gurkha 
Rifles. He was an able long
distance runner and a one-
time winner of the Army Welsh 
3000's race. 

In Yosemite, her predilection 
was for free-climbing, rather 
than repeating the big walls, 
and her most notable achieve
ment here was an eventful 
ascent of Direct North Buttress 
on Middle Cathedral Rock, on 
which she shared the leads with 
Art Higbee. She had also climbed 
in the Tetons and the Canadian 
Rockies. 
Diana Hunter was a popular 
figure among the other female 
climbers who are currently 
making their mark in American 
climbing. It is felt that just a mere 
list of climbing achievements 
would be an unsuitable tribute, 
and we are therefore publishing 
a poem that was sent to us by 
Sibylle Hechtel: 

You're too beautiful to die! Who could destroy 
such beauty? 
Tall Diana, walking in with the wind 
hair carrying the sun - we were going 
to meet in the Tetons 
Summer '73 
But neither of us made it. 
I was so excited ! This 
Spring, they told me you'd be in Joshua Tree. 
Two hours drive from my house ! 
Why why can't I have another chance to see you? 
I never even got to climb with you yet, 
Diana 

Sibylle 



LETTERS 
Comments on Resin and 
Chalk Use 

from Al Evans 

Dear Sir, 
It might be of interest to the 
growing debate on chalk and 
resin to describe my experiences 
with these materials. 
Some years ago, when I lived 
in Blackpool, we started climb
ing on sea walls . Unfortunately 
the sea there is so polluted 
that the walls are very slippery 
with oil, and practically un
climbable. We experimented 
with resin and it worked so well 
that I started to use it habitually 
in my normal climbing, too. A 
few other people thought it was 
a good idea, and a small group 
of people started to use it. 
Then came all the publicity from 
America, with the result that lots 
of people started to use it, and 
it became a controversial issue. 
Now, it is more or less univer
sally frowned upon. I no longer 
use it myself, purely because of 
the hassle with people who 
don 't think I should. 
Chalk seems to have gone the 
same way. It's ironic that it is 
at the time of its greatest 
popularity that the criticism 
starts. What are the criticisms? 
I suppose the most common 
one is that it disfigures the rock 
(a charge that is not valid for 
resin, incidentally). This may be 
so, but the first good shower of 
rain clears it off. One solution 
to this problem would be to 
use chalk coloured to match 
the rock one was climbing on. 
(Moves are already being made 
in the U.S. to produce such 
chalks. Ed.) 
I personally will continue to 
use chalk until climbing opinion 
comes out strongly against it ; 
there are no laws in climbing, 
other than the ethics and morals 
that evolve by democratic 
force of opinion. Chalk and 
resin in no way permanently 
damage the rock, and they are 
therefore more valid than other 
artificial aids - on the same 
level as P.A.s, perhaps. 
I heard that the Americans be
lieve that resin actually 
damages the rock and stays on 
it for many years. I did some 
tests on Stoney Middleton 
recently to see if this theory 
was valid. I put resin on one or 
two essential holds on a couple 
of easy routes, and the follow
ing weekend I challenged 
people to tell me which holds 
had been treated. Nobody 

Chalk and Resin 
defended. 
M.E. F. Distri
bute £190,000. 
Messner 
praised for 
Eiger article. 

could. All trace of the resin and 
its effects had disappeared, 
and that was over a test period 
of just one week, and with far 
greater quantities of resin than 
one would normally use. 
Yours sincerely, 
Al Evans ( Manchester) 

What next- a Problem Page? 

from Susan Lawtry 

Dear Editor, 
I am rather appalled to see that 
Mountain has fallen to publish
ing short stories - are we 
going to have a problem page 
in the next issue? 
Yours faithfully, 
Susan Lawtry (Leeds) 

Chockstone Placement 

from John Shanklin 

Dear Sir, 
There is one advert in your 
magazine that constantly amuses 
me - the one for Moac chocks 
(seep. 6, Mountain 43). 
This depicts two views of 
hexentrics placed together to 
wedge in a crack. I would like 
to see someone from Moac 
climb about 50ft., arrange one 
of these novel belays of two 
hexentrics wedged in opposi
tion, and then abseil to the 
ground. 
Yours in anticipation, 
John Shanklin (Stockport) 

An Open Letter to 
Reinhold Messner 

from Greg Lilley 

Dear Mr. Messner, 
These days I flinch from 
Mountain and have therefore 
only just read Mountain 42. 
Imagine my surprise on finding 
therein an article on climbing! 
Marooned between trumpet
blowing inaccuracy and pseudo
cummings incomprehensibility, 
your account was an oasis of 
lucid factuality ; a credit to 
yourself and the translator (Sam 
Whimster. Ed.) 
However, I do feel that you 
avoided one or two points 
which are essential to current 
climbing literature. Firstly, not 
only can we establish that you 

are climbing, but also which such short routes as New 
mountain you are on. At no Dimensions, Reeds 3D, Nut-
point does the rock wince at cracker or Henly Quits really 
the contact of your fingers, as need topos? Are British climber s 
it does in Yorkshire. There is a so incompetent that they 
singular lack of shimmering ice might get lost on Doom or 
curtains extending beyond the Despair? Are Roper's descrip -
brink of reality, no endless seas tions so poor that Royal Arches 
of slush, no holdless mirror-like requires a topo? 
slabs, not a single analogy to Had this guide confined itself 
sex, no flashy pictures and not to new routes not covered by 
even a four-letter word. the existing guide, it might 
Sincerely, have been worthwhile. How-
Greg Lilley ( Manchester) ever, this volume, with its badly 

drawn topos, provides infor-
Two New Topographical mation on only twenty or so 
Guidebooks not covered by Roper; at 

from Mark Vallance £1.60, it is an insult to British 

Dear Sir, 
climbers, let alone our American 
friends who I sincerely trust 

Of the various new guidebooks will forgive its appearance. 
that have recently appeared, Yours faithfully, 
two stand out - one for its Mark Vallance (Sheffield) 
excellence, the other for its 
mediocrity. Both Rock Climbing M.E.F. Finance 
in the Peak District and Rock 

from Sir Douglas Busk Climbs in Yosemite offer a 
selection of climbs that are Dear Sir, 
covered to a large extent by I was glad to see that you had 
other guide books. The authors a note about the Mount 
of the first, Paul Nunn and Everest Foundation in Mountain 
Tony Riley, are to be congra- 44. One additional point that 
tulated on producing a guide could have been made was 
to the whole of the Peak that it started with £90,000 
District that is stimulating, use- and, despite having made 
ful, and very good value. This grants of £190,000, it still has 
guide really makes one want to £90,000 in the kitty. I honestly 
go out and climb. don't think you could find 
On the other hand, I hope that another fund with such a 
American readers will merely record of good administration 
be tolerantly amused by the and cautious doling out of 
impertinence of a British guide scarce pennies. 
to Yosemite. We in Britain have Yours sincerely, 
a great need for up-to-date Douglas Busk (Stockbridge) 
information when planning .. 
visits to 'the Valley', but do 

MOUNTAIN 
BACK NUMBERS AVAILABLE 

We still have small supplies of the following back 
numbers left at 45p or $1.25 (inclusive of postage). 

Nos. 32, 33, 34, 36, 37, 38, 39 & 44. 

An index for issues 25-40 is being prepared and 
will be announced shortly. 

send cheques & orders to:-
Mountain Magazine Ltd. , 56 Sylvester Road, London N2. 

& THE BIG MOUNTAIN COUNTRY U.K. 
(Scotland of course) is where you'll find us. From our comfort-
able base in a large country house we run courses for SMLTB, 
rockclimbing, general mountaineering and rescue - all year. 

LOCH Ell CENTRE 
by Fort William, Inverness-shire Tel. Corpach 320 
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we can supply ,-•-------~-
everything but the mountain! 

We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, Duvets, 
Waterproof Clothing. Specialise in Backpacking Gear. Plus 
over 40 Tents suitable for Mountain use: names like Clog, Stubai, 
Snowdon, Peck, M .S. R., Bonaiti Cassin, Simond, Chouinard, 
Viking, Mammut, Joanny, Ede/rid, Troll, Salewa, Optimus, 
J.B., MOAC, Henri-Lloyd, Helly Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, 
Point Five, Mountain, Soppy, G. & H., Dachstein, Karrimor, 
Berghaus, Camp Trails, Hawkins, Kastinger, Scarpa, 
Robusta, La Dolomite, Blacks, Vango, Saunders, Marechal, 
Turblokken, Spring/ow, Ranch House. 

WE HAVE A 
SPECIAL CONTRACT 

DEPARTMENT 
FOR CLUB AND 
EDUCATIONAL 

ORDERS 

You will be dealing with experts - Les 
Helliwell is our technical adviser. Before 
buying your gear, write or phone for our 
EXTRAORDINARY COMPETITIVE 
FREE PRICE LIST Offering Substan
tial Savings. Barclay/ Access accepted. We 
have a large Mail Order Department - most 
items immediate despatch with 7 -day 
approval service. 
Specialists in supplying equipment to 
overseas eKpeditions 

AND FOR 
PERSONAL & DIRECT 

EXPORT 

23/25 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex. Tel. (STD 0277) 221259 

Only 10 minutes from Brentwood Station ; 30 minutes from 
London's Liverpool Street Station (Southend Line) . ---------

Please send me your free pnce hst. 
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Address 
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Nothing Venture, Nothing 
Win 

by Sir Edmund Hillary 

Hodder & Stoughton: £4.50 

The dust-wrapper on Sir 
Edmund's latest book pro
claims it to be the long
awaited, full life-story-to-date 
of one of this century's great 
adventurers. In view of the six 
books he has already written 
about his various expeditions, 
and the three more by his wife 
relating their family travels in 
Nepal and elsewhere, one 
would be forgiven for thinking 
that there couldn 't be much 
more of the story to await. In 
fact, we are given a chapter on 
the young Edmund, which is 
missing from his earlier auto
biography, High Adventure, 
and some others on his war
time experiences as an RNZAF 
navigator in the Pacific, and 
then those expedition stories 
and family journeys are indeed 
retold. But this time, condensed 
into the setting of a whole life, 
and given the added spice of 
reasoned afterthought, they 
take on a new freshness. One 
finds Hillary ever chafing 
against authority, ever out
spoken, and it is easy to see 
why this homespun hero 
occupies such a position of 
affection in the public eye. 
However many climbers 
follow after, it will be Hillary's 
name that is as inextricably 
bound to Everest as Bannister's 
is to the four-minute mile. And 
yet so much of such success 
lies in having the good fortune 
to be in the right place at the 
right time. In 1953, on Everest 
the route was right and the 
mood was right, the expedition 
was strong, conditions were 
good and Hillary and Tenzing 
were in prime form . Through 
this happy juxtaposition of 
circumstances, Hillary became 
the Conqueror, and not just 
another Everester on just an 
other expedition. But, having 
been given this stroke of 
fortune, he rose to meet the 
occasion. Initially shy, he 
waxed under the spotlight and 
gained in confidence, so that 
now he commands a position 
of authority from which he can, 
and does, pronounce on all 
manner of social or political 
issues, as well as on outdoor 
matters. 
The enthusiasm that marked his 
early exploits has happily 
stayed with him, as has the 

Hillary 11racked 
by sense of 
guilt" about 
the Sherpas. 
Canadian guide 
stirs sensitive 
issues. 

irritation he feels in the face of 
bumbledom, hypocrisy or faint
heartedness ; but the aggression 
with which he formerly chal
lenged obstacles has given way 
to a more philosophical and 
constructive approach. One is 
bound to liken his position now 
to that of Lord Hunt. It has 
been said that there exists 
between these two an intense 
mood of competition, that they 
eye each other from a distance 
like a pair of fighting cocks. 
Hillary's book gives little 
evidence of this, although he 
makes no secret of the fact that 
at the time he deplored the 
back-door diplomacy which 
wrested the leadership of the 
1953 Expedition from Shipton 
and gave it to Hunt - "some
one I had never heard of". He 
adds : "With Shipton as our 
leader, our expedition would 
not have been as well prepared 
before departure, but it might 
still have been successful on 
Everest". 
Hillary met Hunt for the first 
time in Kathmandu, and soon 
gave him credit for charm and 
determination ; but he cannot 
resist a few digs at Hunt's 
condition : 

"I can remember on the third 
day's march, pounding up the 
long steep hill from Dologhat 
and catching up with John 
and the way he shot ahead, 
absolutely determined not to 
be passed - the sort of 
challenge I could not then 
resist. I surged past with a 
burst of speed, cheerfully 
revelling in the contest, and 
was astonished to see John's 
face, white and drawn, as he 
threw every bit of strength 
into the effort. There was an 
impression of desperation 
because he wasn't quite 
fast enough." 

And in the next few pages there 
are no less than four more re
ferences to " John looking 
absolutely drained ... ", "John 
being absolutely exhausted ... ". 
After Everest, Hillary married 
Louise Rose, which he des
cribes as the most sensible 
action he has ever taken. 
Certainly, Louise and their 

three children provided the 
perfect background against 
which Sir Edmund could com
bine his adventuring with a 
stable home life. Sometimes he 
would go off alone, sometimes 
the family went along too. A 
few months before this book 
was published, Louise and their 
youngest child Belinda were 
killed in an air accident in 
Nepal, and it is a measure of 
Sir Edmund's popularity that 
the tragedy stirred sympathy not 
only in his native New Zealand 
and amongst the Sherpas with 
whom he has worked for so 
long, but in households all 
around the world. 
Sir Edmund has described his 
life as a constant battle against 
boredom and, despite his many 
achievements, ponders on what 
more he could have done with 
the opportunities that came his 
way. Certainly, his work in 
helping the Sherpas to build 
bridges, schools, hospitals and 
airstrips has done much to ease 
them into the twentieth century. 
But it has not been done with
out much heart-searching on 
his part, for in many ways he 
feels that the Sherpas could live 
happier and more adequate 
lives untouched by contact with 
the outside world : 

"At times I am racked by a 
sense of guilt. My only con
solation is that the traditional 
Sherpa way of life was 
doomed in any case ; few 
societies can overcome the 
temptations that the civilized 
world has to offer. We have 
helped the Sherpas retain 
their individuality - enabled 
them to compete in their new 
society. And if contact with 
the west has made them lose 
their traditional hospitality, 
their religious motivation, and 
their community spirit - who 
cares? Foreign money, they 
tell me, is a powerful panacea 
for such ailments." 

Audrey Salkeld 

Encyclopaedia of 
Mountaineering 

by Walt Unsworth 

Batsford: £4.95 

There are some people who 
like to believe that they can 
know everything, or at least 
own a book containing every
thing that matters on a part
icular subject. I must confess 
that I am not such a person, 
which may be a disqualification 
in attempting to review an 

encyclopaedia. 
This encyclopaedia sets out to 
be fairly comprehensive, 
dividing its material into four 
categories: places, people, 
techniques and equipment, and 
miscellanea. Of necessity, the 
notes on any particular section 
are brief, and the problems of 
selection must have been acute. 
The Anglo-centricity of the 
enterprise is confessed in the 
introduction, but that is pro
bably reasonable when aiming 
at an English-speaking reader
ship. The brief notes on various 
mountain ranges could be use
ful to would-be expeditioners 
having their first thoughts, and 
to armchair mountaineers, fact
seekers and cake-eaters. With 
the small diagrams, they provide 
the briefest introduction, but no 
more. The selection is probably 
reasonable, though some 
Alpine areas get a lot of space, 
while others are neglected (for 
example, several Austrian rock
climbing areas are treated in 
detail, while the Dauphine has 
no separate entry). There are 
other, similarly debatable 
sections. 
The four hundred biographies 
must have posed comparable 
problems - who to include, and 
for what reasons. Those chosen 
are all rather ancient, and there 
is little about more recent 
mountaineering in which 
climbers from these islands have 
excelled. The orthodoxies pur
veyed are those of the mid
sixties, with none of the great 
Alpine soloes, and with few of 
those who have so determined
ly repeated the hardest Alpine 
climbs, or achieved notable 
things in South America, or, 
indeed, in Britain. True, a 
venture of this sort must mat
ure, but there is nearly a decade 
missing at the biographical 
level. It seems a pity that some 
people don't feel inclined to 
write autobiographies! 
As far as practice and equip
ment are concerned, there is 
little room to go far. New 
implements get a mention, and 
techniques are both described 
and illustrated, but the book 
does not aim to develop any 
real impetus. Little is incorrect, 
but it is all a bit static; climbing 
walls are included. 
Finally, there are the miscella
nea; a whole mass of concerns 
is allocated to this section, 
including ethics and philo
sophies, which seems about 
right. Again, there is precious ► 
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little on any particular topic, 
which is a blessing, except that 
most of the influential publ ica 
tions of the late 'sixties are 
excluded, while the Mountain 
eering Association gets a 
mention - which seems cock
eyed. 
Indeed, that is really the 
fundamental problem. Fact 
collection is the most hazar
dous of occupations . Most of 
the information is likely to be 
commonplace, ill-chosen, un 
interesting, remote or merely 
wrong; and when the facts 
pretend to speak for themselves, 
they mislead and betray. 
Honest enterprises cannot 
always inspire. Some snippets 
remain here which may do that 
for me, and there will be people 
who are much more enlivened 
by 'the facts' that I am. Maybe 
I am too complacent, too 
bombarded. 
Paul Nunn 

Rocky Mountains of 
Canada - North 

by William L. Putnam, Robert 
Kruszyna and Chris Jones 

AAC and ACC: $8.50 

Based on earlier editions by J. 
Monroe Thorington, this guide 
is up-to-date, accurate, and 
the only one available for this 
area. Anyone planning to climb 
in the Northern Rockies will 
probably buy it, otherwise it 
will be ignored. So really what 
purpose does a review have? 
Ideally, it can introduce you to 
these mountains (which boast 
the most technical ice-climbs in 
North America, as well as 
some of her most serious 
alpine routes) or, more to a 
guide reviewer's point, it can 
give you the flavour of the con
troversy which simmers now in 
North America about guide
books in general, and a bit 
about this one in particular. 
The fact that much North 
American mountaineering is 
remote, and takes place in 
what can truly be classified as 

wilderness, has led many 
climbers to question the format, 
and even the desirability of 
guidebooks. Since guidebooks 
are management tools which 
can be used to increase or 
decrease cl imbing pressure in 
a given area, the preservation or 
alteration of our adventurous 
heritage is felt to be at stake. 
While there are no conclusions 
that are uniformly endorsed, it 
is generally felt that (I) many 
styles and personal uses of 
guidebooks are appropriate in 
different areas, but more to the 
point (2) those who live near 
to a particular area must have 
a greater right to decide its fate. 
This is particularly felt in the 
north-western United States, 
where guides to the Cascades 
and Sawtooth Mountains have 
been written in a heavily de
tailed format by 'non-locals', 
to the immense irritation of 
some 'locals'. 
Likewise, the Canadian Rockies 
guide was written by two 
Americans and an Anglo
American, published in the U.S., 
and even led to the postpone
ment of the Alpine Club of 
Canada's publication of a 'local' 
guide to Canadian mountains. 
(Dick Culbert's excellent Alpine 
Guide to South-Western British 
Columbia was eventually 
privately published.) 
In a very real sense, many 
decisions about Canadian 
mountains, their descriptions 
and climbing future, are in 
American hands. While this is 
not a serious problem in the 
present case (from an American 
reviewer's point of view!), it 
has ominous implications for 
the future. 
Bill Sumner 

The Western Outcrops 

by Ken Crocket 

Nevisport: £1.10 

This is a useful little guide 
covering a number of outcrops 
in the Glasgow area, such as 
Dumbarton Rock, Ben An, the 

DUVET KITS £9 plus 60p p.&p. (UK) 
SAE for details to: 
R. Clayton, 18 Fitzroy Rd, Bradford, W. Yorks BD3 9PD. 
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GLENMORE LODGE ROCK CLIMBING 
COURSES IN THE LAKE DISTRICT 

AT LANGDALE 
Introductory Course, Advanced Course, Self-rescue 

Course. 
Instructor/ Student ratio of 1 : 2 enables a ta ilor-made course 

for each student. 

The all-in cost is £28 + VAT. 
' 

Course 1. 
Course 2. 

16th - 21st November 
23rd - 28th November 

Application and booking form from: 
The Scottish Sports Council. 
4 Oueensferry St . Edinburgh 2. Tel : 031-225 5544 

Whangie and Loudoun Hill . 
It draws together a lot of pre 
viously dispersed information, 
and for this it will be welcomed 
not only by local climbers, but 
also by dispirited southerners 
returning from the rainswept 
highlands and seeking exercise 
before they leave Scotland. It 
is particularly good to see a 
local shop collaborating in the 
cost of publication - a role 
that other climbing stores might 
consider where fringe guide
books need support. 254 climbs 
are listed, of which about a 
third are in the eminently 
elastic Scottish VS grade, 
which covers everything from 
therapeutic to desperate (graded 
lists are added to remove a 
little of the mystery however). 
Excellent diagrams, concise 
information, metric lengths, 
and single, quality-indicating 
asterisks, are other features of 
a workmanlike publication . 

Rock Climbs in Lancashire 
and the North West 

edited by Les Ainsworth 

Cicerone Press: £2.00 

Very much in the same vein as 
The Western Outcrops is this 
eagerly awaited guide for 
Lancashire. The guide, like the 
crags it describes, may not 
have the polish of those dealing 
with the evocative crags of 
Yorkshire and Derbyshire, but 
it is certain to be very useful 
to the thousands of climbers 
who live in the area. In the past 
few years, the Lancashire 
quarries have become a major 
forc ing ground for climbing 
standards, and this shows in the 
number and difficulty of the 
climbs described. By means of 
a variety of space-saving ruses, 
Ainsworth has managed to pack 
thirty-one crags (plus a further 
thirty-one minor crags), with a 
total of nearly 1,200 routes, 
into one, very slim, volume, an 
amazing feat that will no 
doubt be much appreciated by 
thrifty northerners. His most 
effective ploy lies in skilful 
reliance on diagrams, which all 
but replace route descriptions. 
This technique has already 
been used in Nunn's Peak 
Guide, and it must surely 
point the way to the future as 
print prices spiral. Diagram 
artists and photographers can 
shortly expect to be in great 
demand. Apart from the guide's 
obvious value to locals, it will 
also be an essential item for 
those from the South and 
West planning Lakes week
ends; in the event of ra in, a 
rapid spin down the motorway 
will save the day by bringing 
a host of interesting crags into 
range. This has not been over
looked by the editor, and a 
welcome feature of the guide 
is the grouping of all the 
location notes into one chapter, 
complete with information on 
motorway exits and the like. 
Ken Wilson 

La Chaine du Mont Blanc, 
Vol. 3 

by Lucien Devies and 
Pierre Henry 

Arthaud: 96 FF. 

This volume is stuffed with 
definitive information on the 
eastern end of the Mont Blanc 
group - that is, on everything 
east of the Mer de Glace, 
except for the Leschaux and 
Grandes Jorasses groups. They, 
and the bulk of the Chamonix 
Aiguilles, will be in Volume 2, 
which is due out soon. 
Although the revamped English 
guides are also due, a set of 
the Guides Vallot is essential to 
any real aficionado of the 
Mt. Blanc range. They are 
expensive, but the money will 
be well spent. This one is bang 
up-to-date to within three 
months of publication . It in
cludes all the ice routes on the 
north side of the Argentiere 
Basin - now very much in 
vogue - and the whole complex 
of fine rock routes on the other 
side of the cirque - sadly neg
lected by English -speaking 
climbers, and deserving of far 
greater popularity. 
There are no tremendous 
grading surprises. Benchmark 
routes are the Triolet North 
Face at TD inf., the Bonatti 
Pillar and the West Face of the 
Dru at TD sup., and the North 
Face Direct on Les Droites at 
ED. 
These are major works of 
scholarship. Not only are they 
replete with essential technical 
information, but they also in
clude extensive historical ac
counts . The latter are remark
ably comprehensive for the 
harder routes, often recording 
as many as ten conventional 
ascents, and many others in 
winter or solo. Devies and 
Henry deserve the congratula 
tions of the whole climbing 
world for their magnificent ser
vice in chronicling the great 
routes of the French Alps over 
the years, and this volume is 
another landmark in their moun
ting catalogue of achievement. 
Ken Wilson .A. 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping. Mountaineering and Ski-ing 
Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T : Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic, Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S) . 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C) 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S) . 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick's Mountain Shop, 
531 Milton Road, 
Toowong. 
Tel. 07.702294 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354 (C) (M) (S). 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W., 41 
Tel. 403.283.5551 (C) (M) (S) . 
Alberta: Calgary 
Fresh Air Experience, 
720 17th Avenue S.W. 
Tel. 403.261 .7900 (C) (M) (S). 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 225. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Alpine Crafts Equipment, 
1286 Kingsway. 
Tel. 604.879.7431 (M). 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast: Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816 (S). 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180 
Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27 / 29 Martineau Square. (S). 
Tel. 021.236.9383 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S) . 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157 
Broughton-in- Furness, 
Cumbria 
Mountain Centre, Brade Street. 
Tel. 461 (open until 8pm.) 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre (C). 
22 High Street, Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Carlisle 
English Mountain Equipment, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard 
Saltergate. Tel. 0246.68203 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitg ift Centre. 
Tel. 01.688.2667 
Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darl ington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C) . 
Tel. 0325.2390 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0302.67755 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 / 2 
Edinburgh 
Graham Tiso, 
13 Wellington Place, (M). 
Leith, 6. Tel. 031 .554.0804 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 (C) (S). 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 
Glasgow 
Greaves (S), 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041 .221.4531 / 2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road, 
Tel. 041.332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M) . 
Tel. 041 .332.4814 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street, (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M) . 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061.368.1558 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop, (C) . 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.23045 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Pindisports, 
14/18 Holborn, E.C.1 . 
Tel. 01.242.3278 
London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01.992.6642 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01.723.5252 
London 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01.839.1722 (S). 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
309 Brompton Road, S.W.1. 
Tel. 01 .584.7766 (S) (M). 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S). 
Manchester, Urmston 
J . & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. (C) . 
Tel. 061.748.6408 
Manchester 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.48916 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles), 
177 Westgate Road. (S). 
Tel. 0632.23903 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0632.23561 
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Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road, (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 
Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. Tel. 0705.29410 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793 

Rochdale 
Jeff Connor Outdoor Centre, 
120/122 Drake Street. 
Tel. 0706.342062 (C) (M). 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 021.556.0802 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 021 .553.1670 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
6 High Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/5 King Street (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567 

EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut Ltd., 
28 Stephen Street Lower, 2. 
Tel. 0001.781.358 .(C) (M) 
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NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandanavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 177 

Oslo 
Sport Co. A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6, 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenord Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 (C) (M) (S) 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel.415.548.1371 (C) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel. 415.845.8600 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
2160 University Avenue, 94704. 
Tel.415.848.7866 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, (C) (M). 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. Tel. 408.374.7777 
California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A 16-2 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745 (C) (S). 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Glendora 
Pack and Piton, 
1000 E. Alosta Avenue, 91740. 
Tel. 213.335.0414 (C) (M) (S). 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011. 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S). 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Lancaster 
Dan's Skiing & Mountaineering, 
844 W. Lancaster Blvd. 93534. 
Tel. 805.942 0804 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. Tel. 714.934.2423 
(C) (M) (S). 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917 (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds, 
443 12th Street, 92101. 
Tel. 714.232.2167 (C) (M) (S) . 

California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel,805.541.1533 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083 (C) (M) (S). 

California: San Francisco 
The Smilie Co. (C) (M) (S). 
575 Howard Street, 
94105. Tel. 415.421.2459 
California: Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 91356. 
Tel.213.881.5111 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408 (C) (M) (Sl. 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.3528 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
1750 30th Street, 80301. 
Tel. 303.442.3551 (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.4791 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. Tel. 303.377.2783 
(C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd ., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.3373 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Colorado Mountain Sports, 
237 W. Elkhorn Ave., 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.2829 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) . 
Colorado: Greeley 
Colorado Mountain Sports, 
Greeley Mall, 
U.S. 34 Bypass, 80631. 
Tel. 303.356.7873 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd., 
80227. Tel. 303.986.5541 
(C) (M) (S). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) . 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall, 83704 
Tel. 208.376.3731 (S) (C) . 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
41 0 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133 (C) (M) (S). 

Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122, 83353. 
Tel. 208.726.3808 (S). 

Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832 (C) (M) (S). 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S). 

Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue; 55403. 
Tel. 612.336.3884 

Minnesota: Wayzata 
Le Ski Hut, 
339 Barry Avenue, 55391 . 
Tel. 612.473.1288 

N.H., North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 

N.H.: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street, 03262. 
Tel. 603.745.2767 (M) (S). 

New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868 (C) (M) (S). 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, N.Y. 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S). 

New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838 (C) (M) (S). 

Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701. 
Tel. 717.326.6537 (C) (M) (S). 

Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J. D. Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters 
Afton Ave. (in the Buttonwood 
Barn), 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 

Tennessee : Nashville 
Pack Rat, 
4004 Hillsboro Road, 37215. 
Tel. 615.297.0569 

Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
241 0 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel.801.466.2101 (C) (M) (S) . 

Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623 (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) . 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 98105. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) . 

Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220 
Tel. 509.328.5020 (C) (M) (S). 



Suppliers of the great 
world-wide expeditions 

SACS 
Sacs Millet B.P. No.109, 74003 Annecy. MILLET 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 508.251.9059 (C) (M) (S). 

Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347 (S). 
Wyoming: Casper 
Cross Country Mountaineering, 
128 W. Second, 82601. 
Tel. 307.237.2071 (C) (S). 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001 . 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C). 

vuhats 
different about 
ELLIS BRIGHAM? 

It's our great range 
of rock and ice climbing 
gear and mountaineering 
equipment etc. We're 
small enough to give a 

personal service 
BIG ENOUGH to buy at 

the right prices 
}} which means 

=·=······· .. ::==== we sel I at ··········· .•.•:-:-:-:-.-. .·· ··=·=·=·=·=· 

{???\::::==========········ . the right prices .. /=:=ilit? 

==========:=============== never know what ··=================: 

::::=:=========:=:=:=:" a good outdoor gear ·============== 
{:}:};:;:;:; . . , ":::::::=::::: 
:=:=:?============= shop 1s, until you ve ://:::::: 

47 



Galibier Boots OCTOBER 1975 PRICES 
N.B. An increase of 20% is due J an. '76. 

TOP MODELS FROM THE WORLD'S BEST RANGE 

GUIDE (R.O.'s) 

.00 

YOSEMITE 

£24.50 

You can sleep vvarm 

P.A. ROCK BOOT 

£9.95 E. B.'s 
The world's most popular 

rock boot needs no 
introduction - still only 

£9.95 

in a lightvveight bag-■-or choose sheer luxury 
THE POINTFIVE LIGHTWEIGHTS ARE DESIGNED SPECIALLY 
FOR PEOPLE WHO WATCH WEIGHT DOWN TO THE LAST 
OUNCE, YET WITHOUT SACRIFICING EFFICIENCY OR QUALITY. 

THE OR ION combines a weight of less than 2 lbs (only 31 ozs.) 
with a degree of warmth to be expected from a bag twice the weight. 
Achieved by using a very high quality filling with a design which 
results in a completely even spread of down - the secret of good 
insulation. 

THE HE L 10S is a development of the Orion but designed for all 
year use. Longer, with a larger hood and higher filling density. At 
3 lb weight it is still exceptionally light and compact. 

Our original LIGHTWEIGHT is still light enough and warm 
enough for most practical purposes and at a very reasonable price. 
Weight 2 lbs 5 ozs. 

SEE THE POINTFIVE CATALOGUE FOR 
FULL DETAILS. ALL WEIGHTS APPROXIMATE. 

THE DOWN FILLED BAGS LISTED BELOW HAVE PROVED 
THEMSELVES IN EXTREME CONDITIONS ON THE WORLD'S 
GREATEST MOUNTAINS, FROM BEN NEVIS TO EVEREST. 

THE MOUNTAIN (illustrated) . A popular choice. 32 ozs. of New 
Duck Down filling, with a boxed foot and generous hood. Chevron 
stitching to hold the down well in position. Weight 3 lbs 10 ozs. 

THE SI ER RA - uses the American approach to temperature control 
- a full length zip. A big barrel shaped bag with boxed foot and draw 
up hood. Two bags can be zipped together. 3 lbs 9 ozs. 

THE EXPEDITION. Our top sleeping bag for winter or expedition 
use. Warm and light. Double construction, mummy shape. Weight 
4 lbs 2 ozs or 4 lbs 6 ozs depending on quantity of filling required. 

THE NORTHERN LIGHTS - a boon for those who need a bag 
for a wide variety of conditions, consisting of an inner and outer 
bag which can be used together for extreme conditions or as two 
separate summer bags. 4 lbs 3 ozs. 

Available from all outdoor equipment suppliers or poa 1·n1 ,--~-
write for catalogue to: 

BANTON & CO. LTD., (Dept. M), MEADOW LANE, ~OTTING HAM 

48 



Get our 
free 1976 
outdoor 
catalog 
endorsed 
bythe 
experts. L 

The 1975 American K-2 Expedition headed by Jim Whittake r 
was outfitted with gear right out of our new free catalog . It 's filled 
with over 1,800 items, quality tested under the toughest 
conditions. And available at co-op prices. 

A one-t ime $2.00 membership will bring you all our upcoming 
catalogs and an annual dividend on money you spend at 
Recreational Equipment. 

Shop REI in Seattle and Berkeley. Use coupon below or call 
toll free (800) 426-0351 . 

~-------------
~~~ 
Recreational Equiprnent Inc . 

"The Original Outdoor Co-op-Est. 1938" 
P.O. Box 22090, Seattle, WA 98122 

O Please send me your free color catalog only. 
D I want to be a member, enclosed is $2.00. 

M-9-C 

NAME ___________________ _ 

ADDRESS __________________ _ 

CITY ____________________ _ 

STATE ___________ ZIP ______ _ 

NOW AT 
99 GREAT WESTERN ROAD, GLASGOW. G49 AH 

Telephone 041 -332 5533 

High range 
Sports 

Salewa 
Clog 
Stubai 
Troll 
Karrimor 
Inter-Alp 
Cassin 
Kasting er 
Dachstein 

Buses and underground to 

St. George's Cross. 

CLIMBING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS 

MOUNTAINS OF EUROPE 
We represent some of the finest guide associations and 
mountaineering schools of the Alps to assist you on a project 
or to give you professional guidance on classic routes. All 
degrees. Also courses, alpine ski touring and easy hiking. 
Reasonable prices. 

ADVENTURES 
Or, if you prefer, join us on an expedition, trek or wilderness 
adventure to encounter nature and different worlds. We go to 
every part of the globe. 

Write indicating specific in terest to: 

EARTH EXPLORERS (Inc.) 
1560A N. Sandburg Terrace, Chicago, II. 60610 

Wilderness 
Experience 

mountain packs 

\ 

The Fi nest. 

Wilderness Experience 
9421 Winnetka Avenue 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 U.S.A. 

49 



50 

BOMB SHELTER 
T .M. 

Another Jensen creation. Exceedingly 
stable two man tent. It doesn't flap in 
the wind . .. it hums. 

Send for free mail order brochure, 

Rivendell Mountain Works, 
Box 198, Victor, Idaho 83455 

Tel: (208) 7872746 

AHEAD FOR 
HEIGHTS 

IN ULTl/vWE CONFIDENCE 
What does a climber require in a 
climbing helmet? We think light
weight , unrestricted vision and 
hearing, adjustability and comfort. 
Add to that the engineering 
qualities required, namely -
impact resistance, shock absorbancy, 

strength, toughness, and consistant 
quality, the ultimate in climbers 
helmets. 
Here is the Ultimate Equipment 
version. It meets all those require
ments and for those particular 
about colour now offers a choice 
of red, blue & yellow, not spray 
painted but impregnated into the 
fibreglass. 

The helmet has now been uprated 
considerably, see it at your dealer 
or write to Ultimate Equipment 
Limited, Dept. M2, The Butts, 
Warkworth, Morpeth, Northumber
land NE65 OSP. 

~~ 
eqwpment 

Adventure with lntimate confidence 

Spring low 
Concentrated meal 
packs for Campers and 
Backpackers
remember 
concentrated food 
means less weight 
and bulk to carry. 
Meals include : 
Curries, Stews and 
Omelettes-send for 
our catalogue it 
describes no less 
than 50 packs. 

SPRINGLOW Sales ltd 
Marsland Industrial 
Estate, Werneth. 
Oldham, Lanes. 
Tel: 061-624 7904 



bcfo,c 
tackling 
,ock •• 

Mountain 
Centre Ltd 

• 34 DEAN STREET Telephone 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 23561 

46 Northbourne Ave., 

~--· 
for tough 

. outdoor 
Australia 

" There is no fi ner gear -
rucksacs, sleep ing bags 

,& tents - in t he worl d 
than Paddymade". 

And we shou ld 
know for the 

Austra lian bush 
is tough on 

equipment. 

We've been making, test ing and 
improving for over 40 years. Paddy-

made has over 50 bags, tents and 
rucksacs in constant use in t he dry
out heat of t he desert to the freez ing 
alp ine temperatures and t he abrasive 

granite and basa lt outcrops of our 
bushland "field laboratory". Even 
the fabrics are spec ially woven to 

Paddymade specif icat ions. Paddy-
made is the best, most re l iab le, 

most practica l gear for Australian can ons. Proven ;; t ha;t~;~ 

t'eulL,~OLt.. 
Australia's specialist store 

in rucksac sports. 

Canberra. 2600 Phone: 47 8949 
69 Liverpool St. Sydney, 
N.S,W. 2000 Phone: 26 2685, 

Picture: Eye of Faith on Gardoms Edge, near Sheffield 
· Photo: Bob Keates 

If you have an eye for a bargain 
and faith in our gear - you too can 

go right up the wall with ease. 
Remember - Tanky's for all your climbing 

equipment, clothing and boots. 

Send 35p for our catalogue which 
includes a 25p Buying Voucher - the 25p 

will be deducted from any purchase 
you make on surrender of the Voucher. 

Bryan G. Stokes 
9 Charles Street, Sheffield, Yorks. Tel. 0742 27525 
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Required reading for the 
serious backpc!~!!~rl~!im!?.er. 

These books and brochures are full of hints, facts, 
developments and advice. 

Pindisports staff know and use the equipment they sell, 
so why not call into one of the shops to solve your equip
ment problem, or purchase your reading material. 

Backpacking & Climbing Brochure. Free. Pindisports 
Equipment Guide. 35p inc. post. Backpacking in Britain by 
Robin Adshead & Derrick Booth. £2.75 inc. post. 
Backpacking by Peter Lumley. 70p inc. post. Also available 
Mountain, Mountain Life and Climber & Rambler. Call in for 
your copy. 

PIDDISPDRTS 
14-18 Holborn, London EC1 01-242 3278 • 373-375 Uxbridge Road, Acton, London W3 01-992 6641 
1098 Whitgift Centre, Croydon, Surrey 01 - 688 2667 • 27-29 Martineau Square, Birmingham 021 - 236 9383 



CYClr<;IPS 
Aw1nn1n on POlftTSI 

Other knockout sacs include: 

internal 
inverted A 

frame preshaped 
to conform the sac 

shape to the wearer's 
back and to transfer 

a desired amount 
of weight to the 

pelvis 

padded 
harness with 

top tensioning straps 
enabling the top of 

the sac (therefore the 
weight) to be drawn 

over the 
shoulders. 

TITAN. Exceptionally durable large capacity sac in 15 oz, 
Cotton Duck. Main features include : 

1 . Elasticated nylon lid with outside zipped pocket. 
2 . Nylon covered hem with drawcord. 
3 . Padded canvas back with internal pocket. 
4 . Padded foam shoulder straps. 
5. Hip fins to aid weight distribution. 
6. Crampon patch with cord . 
7. 4 leather patches for accessory carriage . 
8. Grey leather protected bottom. 
9. Hauling loop and ice axe loop. 

10. Grivel buckle ice axe strap. 

VERTEX. In 7oz. nylon, similar to Titan, additional 
features being: 

1. Vertical internal divider zipped for detachment. 
2. Sac shape 'held ' by divider, distributing weight 

to shou Ider straps close to the body. 
3. Bottom zipped compartment with kick-through shelf 

and velcro fastening at back for bivvying etc. 
4. Canvas back with horizontal zipped pocket. 

B8R6HJIUS 
34 Dean Street o Newcastle upon Tyne 

Gi) Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c/ o 56 Sylvester Road, London N.2. 



Lightweight clothing is 
superb to wear, but only 
if it is 100% waterproof 
and tough. That depends 
on a "high count" nylon, 
carefully proofed with a 
minimum of six layfrs of a 
specially for mu lated 
polyurethane. 

That's a Peter Storm exclusive! 
There are however many poly
urethanes. So you see why 
Peter Storm's time tested 
formula and its application 
is so special and why he 
gives you a written 
guarantee. Can anyone 
else? Add to this his 
cut and styling and 
you've got the 
very best. 

~TEA STORM ALSO MANUFACTURES: 
~kflex 'No Sweat' Foul Weather Gear 
PVC on Nylon Foul Weather Gear 
Oilt!IP !'f Sweaters 

FROM CLIMBING AND SPORTS 
SHW'J:~VERYWHERE.WE 
IL~TRATE OUR STYLE 
106 CAGOULE 

ER STORM 
ERPROOFS LT 

H PAVEM 
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