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Besccem 
inihe world. 

NIPOTENT 
At 5¼ pounds 
the Omnipotent is an 
unbeatable marriage of 
strength and light weight. 
Outstanding performance 
in wind, snow and rain, yet 
equally suitable for summer 
use. 
Designed for two adults, 
the Omnipotent will 
accomodate three climbers 
in bivouac conditions. 

For more information, write: 

EARLY WINTERS, LTD. 
300-R Queen Anne Ave. N. 
Seattle, Washington 98109. 
U.S.A. 

Conventional triangular tent. 

Snow load results 
in a 1055 of 
interior 
space. 

Omnipotent. 
Arch supports heavy snow 
load with no loss of space. 

Announcing ... 

a limited-edition reprint 
of a rare classic of 
mountaineering 
literature 

Don Munday·s classic story of 
the challenge of " Mystery 
Mountain" .. his pioneering 
explorations of Mt. Waddington 
and the B. C Coast Range, 
beginning in 1926. Long out of 
print, now available in this 
exact reproduction of the 
original. 265 pages; 32 pages 
of photos from original 
negatives. $6.95 (Postpaid . 
Wash. res. add 5.3% tax) 

By Don Mooday 

A..,,,W~Jlw~ 

Available at book and outdoor stores or by mail 

lhe MOUNTAINEERS 
719 Pike St., Seattle, WA 98101 



Required reading for the 
seriousbackp~£~~rl~Hm~er. 

These books and brochures are full of hints, facts, 
developments and advice. 

Pindisports staff know and use the equipment they sell, 
so why not call into one of the shops to solve your equip
ment problem, or purchase your reading material. 

Backpacking & Climbing Brochure. Free. Pindisports 
Equipment Guide. 35p inc. post. Backpacking in Britain by 
Robin Adshead & Derrick Booth. £2.75 inc. post. 
Backpacking by Peter Lumley. 70p inc. post. Also available 
Mountain, Mountain Life and Climber & Rambler. Call in for 
your copy. 

PIDDISPDRTS 
14-18 Holborn, London EC1 01 - 242 3278 • 373-375 Uxbridge Road, Acton, London W3 01 -992 6641 
1098 Whitgift Centre, Croydon, Surrey 01-688 2667 • 27-29 Martineau Square, Birmingham 021 - 236 9383 
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Nevisport, 72 High Street, 
Fort William. Tel. 0397.3245 
Nevisport, 261 Sauchiehall Street, 
Glasgow. Tel. 041.332.4814 

He's one of 
the country's 
most experienced 
suppliers of Mountain 
Clothing and Equipment. 

20 years of buying and supply
ing Camping, Climbing and 
Outdoor Equipment have 
taught us a lot - firstly that 
only the best quality merchan-

Bryan G. Stokes 

dise is good enough and this 
has to be sold at competitive 
prices - write for our price list 
and Catalogue and see what 
I mean. 

9 Charles Street, Sheffield, Yorks. Tel.: 27525 

STAFF REQUIRED 
We require additional staff to help in the running of this famous mountaineering 
inn. Barman, Barmaid, Waitresses, Housekeeping and Cleaning, Cooking , 
Handyman. These jobs can be offered as Permanent positions or on a short term 
basis, live in with full board and lodging. 6 day week. Write or Phone Mr. Arthy 

Wastwater Hotel, Wasdale Head, 
Seascale, Cumbria Tel. Wasdale 229 

FREE - '76 CATALOG 
LOWE ALPINE SYSTEMS 

Packs, Tents, Outer Wear, Hardware, Harnesses, Accessories 

Dept. (MM), 1752 North 55th St. Boulder, Colorado 80301, USA 

RICK'S MOUNTAIN SHOP 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

Retail Outlet for the Odin Equipment Company. 
Specializing in Mail Order Service throughout 
Australia and New Zealand. 
Sole distributor of Chouinard Equipment. 
Stockist of Chouinard, Edelrid, Forrest, Troll, 
Leeper, lnteralp, Jumar, Mammut, Galibier, Seab, 
Point Five and other leading brands . 
Owned and managed by experienced climbers. 
Shop: 531 Milton Road, Toowong, Brisbane 
Mail order: P.O. Box 12, Toowong 4066, Queensland, 
Australia. Tel. 70.2294 or 933.771 



Suppliers of the great 
world-wide expeditions 

SACS 
Sacs Millet B.P. No.109, 74003 Annecy. MILLET 

troll 
and 

Galibier 
Everyone likes to say that their equipment 

has been on the Everest South-West 
Face Expedition, because that huge face must 

surely be the ultimate testing ground for 
any product. 

But when that equipment has been used 
every inch of the way to the summit; used every 

minute of the ascent and descent, and proved 
its reliability, then that must really mean 

something. Like the Galibier Mal<alu Double 
Boot, or the Troll/Whillans Harness and 

Safety Tape, unanimous choice of the 
expedition, and just part of the comprehensive 

range made or distributed by troll 

Troll have been appointed sole agents for Gali bier 
in the U.K. and their whole range will be available 

through selected retailers in February 1976. 

troll products 
Spring Mill, Uppermill, Oldham. Tel. Saddleworth 2120 

SALEWA 
CRANlPONS 

to stand and rely on 
in anyplace 
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Made from terylene cotton fabric, 
constructed of a blended terylene cotton thread 

with full weight breathable nylon lining. 

Self repairing 
reversible medium weight 
nylon coil zipper with full 

front flap to keep out 
wind and rain . 

P.V. coated nylon shoulder 
yoke for complete 

waterproofing 
in that area, giving 

triple layer 
across shoulders. 

2 cargo pockets 
incorporating 

2 hand warmer 
pockets. 

Waist draw cord . 

Ask to see The Falcon at 
your nearest Ultimate __ ,_,/ • 

dealer or w rite to:- , / / 
Ultimate Equipment ;:\ . . ~-,, ,,.. 

Northumberland . " ·· ✓- . : 

NE65 OSP. ultima .J~ 

Ea.JIPMENT 
Adventure with Ultimate confidence 
6 

We stock the most modern 
clothing and equipment 
available for todays techniques 
on ice and snow climbing 

Find your gear in our 62 page 
Equipment Guide - only 16p 

Our advice however is FREE 

Mountain 
Centre ltd 
34 Dean St. , Newcastle 
upon Tyne. Tel. 23561 

alpinl 
Write for details to: 

1.$.M. p,o. box 25# Leysin, Switzerland. 

~ARD MORU RIVER IOO~ 3€: 
KENYA'S OUTDOOR C::ENTRE 

Base for climbing Mt. Kenya 

Transport, Equipment and Porter Hire service. 
Mountain Club of Kenya hut bookings. 

For bookings and details write to: -

The Manager P.O. Box 18, Naro Moru, Kenya 



karrimor the world's 
most experienced equipment 

Sole suppliers to the Everest 
Expedition of Pack frames, 
Sacs, Gaiters, Overboots and 
Box Tents. 

Photo: Dougal Haston, karrimor 
Alpine Technical Adviser, start
ing traverse of ice field on final 
assault on Everest. 

karrimor International ltd.'1'1' 
Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes., England. 
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takea 
tip 
from 
Joe ... 

... wear 
atidteb.~- · 
breeches 'ti\it 
combine com 
and style with 
the ultimate in 
freedom of movement 

~lfa~.1:1: 
climbing breeches 

BY 

-H~ 
For details of your nearest stockist contact: 

Harris Meyer ltd. 
P.O. Box 14, Westgate Mills, Leeds LS1 1 HP. 
Tel: 0532- 450924 
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GREENLAND 

Greenland's big rock 
walls yield four major 
routes. 
Last summer saw the first 
major big-wall successes in 
Greenland. Climbers have pre
viously concentrated on explora
tion, first ascents of virgin 
peaks and the establishment of 
ridge routes on known peaks. 
Various probes have been made 

lngolsfjeld (7,365ft.) 
A British expedition, led by 
Steve Chadwick, succeeded in 
climbing the 5,000ft. South 
Face. This fine peak has been 
the scene of some of the 
hardest rock-climbing in 
Greenland. It was first climbed 
by the East Ridge in 1971. In 
the same year, an attempt was 
made on the South Face, but it 
petered out after being pushed 
over to the right. 1973 saw a 
further attempt on the face by 
an Anglo-Danish group, but 
they too were pushed off the 
main line. This year, Chadwick's 
party made three unsuccessful 
attempts to climb the mountain 
(including one by the East 
Ridge), before they finally 
succeeded in making a magni
ficent direct route up the 
highest part of the South Face. 
The climb, which was completed 
by Keith Myhill, Tony Mercer 
and Jim Davenport, took five 
days and involved sixty-three 
roped pitches, many of which 
were graded 5 or 6. 

IO 

on to the big walls in the last 
few seasons, but nearly all 
have failed. This season, how
ever, four major routes were 
established, together with a 
number of smaller rock routes. 
This may signal the start of an 
intensive phase of rock-climb
ing in an area previously noted 
mainly for its alpine challenges. 

Apostelens Tommelsfinger 
This impressive mountain in 
south-east Greenland has been 
climbed by a 5,000ft. route up 
the South Pillar (grade ED), by 
a French expedition. The party, 
led by Maurice Barrard, con
sisted of Dominique Marchal, 
Georges Narbaud, Yves Pay
rault, Michel Pelle and Gerard 
Vellay. The climb took eight 
days to complete. Virtually all 
the route was climbed free, the 
rock being for the most part 
good with the exception of five 
pitches which were shattered 
and loose. 
Ketil Pingasut Group 
Barrard's team also finished off 
the fine route on the West Face 
of Ketil (6,630ft.), which they 
started last season (see 
Mountain 43). The climb was 
accomplished by Barrard, 
Marchal, Narbaud, Payrault and 
Vellay; it took five days and was 
graded ED sup. The climbers 
were aided by protection pitons 
which had been left in place, 
but their old fixed ropes were 

useless. The climb was on 
superb rock throughout and the 
climbers used P.A.s for the steep 
section, which took up about 
3,500ft. of the 5,000ft. route. 
Also on Ketil, another French 
team, consisting of Marceau 
Agier, Bernard Amy, Jean 
Francois Lemoine and Jacques 
Walter, made a new route on 
the South Face (3,700ft., TD 
sup.), which they climbed in 
alpine style. Other members of 
the same expedition put up 
another major route on the 
South Face of Nalumassortok/ 
Point 2051m. (6,770ft.). This 
was climbed by Bernard 
Domenech, Francois Guillot, 
Pierre Chapoutot, Michel 
Perrotet and Bernard Gorgeon; 
the 3,300ft. route was graded 
TD and compared for its 
sustained quality to the West 
Face of the Petites Jorasses. 
Agier, Amy, Domenech, 
Guillot and Claude Laurendeau 
also climbed the 3,000ft. East 
Arete (grade D) of this moun
tain. Altogether, the group 
made a total of nine new 
routes in the area, all of which 
were climbed free. 
Other Climbs and 
Explorations 
As has been usual in the last 
few years, the main activity of 
the season was concentrated 
on the south-west coast and 
the area just north of Angma
gssalik on the east coast. In the 
latter area, crowds of climbers 
and explorers, arriving for short 
stays on the increasingly avail
able cheap flights, had to 
compete for the limited supply 
of essential onward boat 
transport. 

A major piece of cross-country 
mountaineering took place in 
the Staunings Alps, where 
Keith Miller and three com
panions made the first north
south traverse. The party took 
seventeen days to travel the 
170 miles from Kap Petersen 
to Syd Kap; in the course of 
the journey, they traversed 
fourteen glaciers and located 
two new passes which proved 
to be the keys to the successful 
completion of the trip. Snow
shoes were essential on most 
of the glaciers, and Miller was 
able to make use of food 
dumps left in various strategic 
locations during his five pre
vious scientific expeditions to 
the area. After making this fine 
alpine traverse, the party re
turned to Mestersvig by the 
Schuchert Dal. 
This year, Dr. Karl Herrligkoffer 
again received permission to 
take a six-man expedition to 
the Watkins Mountains, having 
postponed it last year when the 
expedition's reconnaissance 
aircraft crashed on landing in 
Nansens Fjord. No news is yet 
available of the party's achieve
ments in this fine range of 
mountains. 
In the Angmagssalik region, ice 
prevented Rick Hoare's Cam
bridge East Greenland Expedi
tion from reaching its more 
remote objectives on the west 

Left: The South Face of 
lngolsfjeld, showing the line of 
the new route on the left. 
Photo: Dolfi Rotovnik 
Right: The new French route 
on the South Face of Apostelens 
Tommelsfinger 



side of Sermilik Fjord. Instead, 
the party spent two weeks in 
the splendid but well-known 
peaks north of Kungmiut, where 
their enjoyment of the arctic 
environment was lessened by 
the discovery of considerable 
debris left by earlier German 
expeditions. 
During June and July, Tony 
Howard and a small Anglo
Danish team were active in the 
Trillingerne Towers group. They 
made two first ascents in a sub
group christened 'The Organ 
Pipes·, among which they 
noted a number of other "in
teresting possibilities". Later in 
July, an Italian expedition, led 
by Dr. Sergio Maccio, sledged 
and climbed in the area further 
inland from the Trillingerne 
massif. 

NEWZEALAND 

Angmagssa!ik itself was the 
departure point for a three
member Ice-Cap expedition 
from Sweden. The group in
cluded Monica Masuda, who 
is now the second woman to 
have crossed the inland ice, in 
this case to Sondre Stromfjord. 
In the,south-east, an Irish 
party, led by David Walsh, 
made twelve first ascents in the 
mountains (up to 5,000ft.) 
east of Ouinqedalen. Further 
north, an RAF expedition, 
under Flt. Lt. Cartwright, made 
a number of ascents in the 
Sondre Sermilikfjord area, in
cluding an unsuccessful 
attempt on Kuqssup Qaqa, 
first climbed by the Austrians 
in 1974. 
Every year, more first ascents 
are claimed in the Kap Farve! 

Whiplash Gully on 
Mt.Jagged climbed. 
WINTER 1975 

Mt. Cook Region 
The transition from summer to 
winter climbing was marked by 
the magnificent new Denz/ 
Herron/Judge Route on the 
South Face of Hicks (see 
Mountain 44), which was 
climbed during the period May 
29 to June 1. Purists may 
argue as to when the summer 
ends and the winter begins, 
but this climb seems to fit both 
criteria nicely, starting in May 
(summer) and ending in June 
(winter), although the condi
tions were undoubtedly those 
of winter. 
Following this impressive feat, 
in late June, Bill Denz and Phil 
Herron attacked the Balfour 

· Face of Tasman for a first 
winter ascent. Denz made the 
first ascent of this face in 1971 
(see Mountain 21), and it has 
since received only two ascents, 
both in summer. 
Denz's and Herron's route was 
basically the same as the 
summer one, but without the 
25m. traverse, thus giving it a 
more direct finish up the 
summit icefield. The climb, 
which consisted mainly of ice 
bulges and walls, was steep 
and sustained. The pair 
bivouacked after five pitches. 
On the crux pitch next day, 
Herron broke the pick of his 
ice-axe, thereby increasing the 
interest of the climb; on the 
descent, Denz broke his axe to 
balance things up. 
In October, Simon Ritchie and 
Carl Thompson attracted some 
unwelcome publicity with their 
climb of the Caroline Face of 
Mt. Cook. The climb was 
relatively straightforward 
except for the top 1,000ft., 

where the pair struck very hard 
ice which took eleven hours to 
negotiate. They reached the 
summit twenty-five hours after 
starting, slept in a crevasse, 
then descended to a hut where 
they were subsequently storm
bound for several days. Unfor
tunately, the hut radio was not 
working; the authorities were 
therefore prepared for a big 
search, and the newspapers 
had actually written the pair 
off, when they walked out 
during a break in the weather. 
Arrowsmith and Kaikoura 
Ranges 
The other notable climb of the 
season was Whiplash Gully on 

~. 
Above: Mt. Jagged's Whiplash 
Gully - the thin line of ice on 
the right. 

the East Face of Jagged, in the 
Arrowsmith range. This is the 
fourth line on this loose but 
impressive face, and the first 
ascent in winter. The gully 
rears up from the Upham
Jagged Couloir. It is probably 
only climbable in winter, when 
ice stabilizes the shattered 

area, which will shortly be 
climbed out, at least as far as 
virgin summits go. The same 
thing applies to the region 
immediately north of Angmags
salik, where many expeditions 
have been operating. Unless 
climbers start turning their 
attention to faces and ribs of 
previously climbed peaks, as 
has happened on lngolfsje/d, 
they will soon have to face 
much more arduous expedi
tions (as far as planning and 
realization are concerned) in 
order to reach the remaining 
unclimbed, but often highly 
inaccessible, peaks which 
fringe the remote arctic coasts 
of Greenland. 
Correspondents: Chadwick, 
Domenech and Fordham 

rock. The first attempt, in 
September 1973, ended prema
turely when Mike Franklyn 
sustained a fall, and the second 
attempt in June 1975 was 
abandoned due to lack of ice. 
However, in August 1975, Mike 
Franklyn, Tim Wethey, Lindsay 
Main and Daryl Thompson 
were successful. The climb 
consists of eleven ice walls, 
with the crux in a chimney 
half-way up. The summit was 
reached after dark, and the 
descent was made by night. 
This is undoubtedly the most 
sustained and technically diffi
cult climb to be done so far in 
the Arrowsmith range. 
Further north, James Jenkins 
and Gerry Mcsweeney com
pleted a first ascent of A/arm's 
South Face in the Kaikoura 
range. 
Accidents 
The winter season was charac
terized by its variable weather, 
heavy snowfalls being followed 
by equally heavy thaws. Be
sides retarding ice formation on 
the steep routes, this resulted 
in very unstable snow condi
tions and some very spectacu
lar avalanches. But the bad 
conditions were also the cause 
of a number of accidents. 
Four participants in an Air Force 
survival course were over
whelmed and killed by a slab 
avalanche, while they were 
digging snow caves. One of 
those killed was Paul Gazely 
who had survived twelve hours· 
burial under the massive 
avalanche which swept off the 
South Face of Mt. Cook in 
January 1973. 
Tragedy also struck on the 
Strauchon Glacier below Mt. 
La Perouse, where three 
climbers were killed by an 
avalanche which swept down 
from the ice-cliffs . One of those 
killed was Joos Flutsch, a 
Swiss who had climbed ex
tensively to a high standard in 
Europe and New Zealand. 
Correspondent: George Edwards 

NORWAY 

SUMMER 1975 

Romsdal 
Deryck Ball and Paul de Mengel 
made a probable second ascent 
of the Baillie/Amatt Route on 
the Sondre Trol!tind. This very 
difficult, grade 6 sup. route 
was first climbed in 1967. Ball 
and de Mengel took six days 
for the climb, having been 
slowed by poor snow and 
weather conditions at the foot of 
the face. A huge flake, called the 
'The Finger of Fate', had disap
peared, compelling the pair to 
climb a new variation (grade 5 
sup., A2). The whole climb was 
considered worthwhile, with 
the main 2,000ft. wall at the 
top being very sustained. It is 
interesting to note that the pair 
consider the aid-climbing to be 
more difficult than that on The 
Scoop on Strone Ullada!e, 
which they climbed recently. 
In the amphitheatre between 
the Troll Wall and Fiva Route, 
Stuart Cathcart and Nick 
Slaney spent a month trying to 
force a new route. They were 
forced to retreat on three 
occasions, once due to ex
haustion, and twice because of 
the poor conditions which 
obtained in late July. The 
climbing was found to be ex
cellent and demanding; it was 
mainly free to begin with, but 
at the 'Quartz Traverse' bolting 
and pegging into shallow 
cracks became necessary; 
above this came hard and slow 
free-climbing, with difficult 
route-finding, until the pair 
reached their high-point some 
900ft. below the top. 
On the East Face of Store 
Vengetind, Cathcart and Slaney 
climbed an excellent new route. 
This was nearly all free, with 
just one aid section on a 50ft. 
overhanging corner between 
the second and third bivouacs. 
The climb, which took three 
days, is graded 6; it takes a 
natural line up the face,-and is 
said to be worth repeating . 
Goksoyra's West Wall saw an 
ascent of the Hansen/Storen/ 
Walaas Route (grade 6 inf.) by 
a Norwegian party, in very 
poor weather conditions. This 
climb has become increasingly 
popular of late and, although it 
is graded slightly lower than 
the nearby Brown/Patey 
Route, it is now considered 
somewhat harder. 
Sunnmore Alps 
It is difficult to verify first 
ascents here, as local opinion 
does not favour the publication 
of route descriptions and the 
chronicling of first ascents. The 
concept stems from a preference 
for exploratory mountaineering, 
coupled with a genuine concern 
for the environment. We have 
reports of ascents on the South 
and West Faces of Hornindals
rokken, by Les Morris, with 
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Grace Morris and Simon Moore, 
and Ken Donnan respectively, 
but details are withheld to 
accommodate this local view. 
Jotenheimen 
The first ascent of the South 
Face of Vesle Galdhopiggen 
was made by Keith Robson, 
Lars Sulheim and Stein Asheim. 
The climb, which involved a 
ski and bivouac approach, was 
completed on May 18 and was 
a serious undertaking for so 
early in the season. Retreat 
would have been problematic, 
as the route makes a traverse 
above overhangs to reach the 
crux section, high on the wall 
(grade 6 inf.). 
On the South-East Face of 
Sore Dyrhaugstind, the 1936 
Holter/Naess Route (grade 5) 
received three ascents during 
the season, probably more than 
it has had for the last ten 

EASTAFRIC~ 

12 

years . This climb, originally an 
aid route, was considered 
twenty years ahead of its time 
when it was first climbed. It 
takes an impressive line up 
steep and seemingly blank 
walls. 
Finally, on Nodre Midtmardal
stind's East Pillar, the Faarlund/ 
Voll Route received two 
ascents ; both parties agreed 
that it is one of the area's 
better climbs. 
Other Areas 
The continual poor weather in 
the north prompted a number of 
parties to seek for climbing in 
rain shadow areas, especially in 
the southern part of the country. 
A group from the Yorkshire 
Schools Exploring Society 
found several interesting slab 
climbs on the south side of the· 
Svartisen Glacier. 
In the Hemsedal region, Robson 

and Sulheim made the first 
ascent of the South Face of 
Ska/nut (grade 5) in seven 
hours. 
In the Begna Valley, near 
Fagerness, approximately 
160km. N.N.W. of Oslo, there 
is an impressive crag on which 
Cathcart and Slaney climbed 
two new routes. The climbing 
was said to be comparable to 
that in Wales; the two routes, 
Tee-Chock and Diagonal Digit, 
were both graded HVS, XS, A2. 
Dave Durkan, our Norwegian 
correspondent, writes: "This 
is one of the first instances in 
which bolts have been used on 
a small crag {four to ten 
pitches), and the incident has 
resulted in some heavy criti
cism. National ethics call for 
the utmost consideration when 
placing bolts, the feeling being 
that as there is so much to 

Important 
newclimbs 

climb it is better to leave such 
routes to future generations. 
However, bearing in mind the 
compact nature of the rock, the 
generally high standard of this 
party, and the fact that the area 
is virtually unvisited, the bolting 
can hardly be said to have 
been too detrimental"'. 
Finally, in the Geiranger area, 
Cathcart and Slaney climbed a 
2,800ft. unnamed wall above 
the Norddal road, some twenty 
miles from Geiranger. Difficult 
and loose climbing led them to 
a very exposed knife-edged 
summit ridge. Two bivouacs 
were required and the descent 
involved a series of exciting 
abseils. 
Correspondents: Durkan, Ball, 
Leech. Morris and Cathcart 

siderably easier than this, and 
the difficulties were mainly 
concentrated in two pitches at 
about half-height. However, the 
misty, slimy conditions in 
which the route was tackled 
(typical for the Ruwenzori Kib d range) did add some extra on O an ~ifficulties. ~n iced-up condi-
tions, the climb could become 

HelfsGate 
EAST AFRICA 

Mt. Mulanje (9,847ft.) 
Over the last two years, four 
interesting routes have been 
established on the East Face of 
Chambe, a subsidiary peak of 
Mt. Mulanje, Malawi's highest 
mountain. In May, 1974, Alan 
Roberts and John Fraser 
climbed the South Monolith 
(1,500ft., grade 5). A year 
later, Roberts returned with 
Gordon Hathway to put up 
Gordon's Gully and Chambe 
Direct-(both 2,000ft. and 
grade 5). Finally, partnered by 
Frank Eastwood, Roberts 
established the Chambe 
Beacon Route (2,000ft., grade 
6), which he compared in its 
most difficult sections with a 
typical British Mild XS. 
Ruwenzori (16,763ft.) 
David Higgs and Alan Roberts 
established a new route on the 
North-East Face of Nyabubuya, 
on the Stanley Plateau. The 
1,000ft. climb, which follows 
the main gully line of the face, 
was given an overall grading of 
5. Most of the climb was con-

Top: The East Face of Chambe 
in Malawi. Routes: 1. South 
Monolith; 2. Gordon's Gully; 
3. Chambe Direct; 4. Chambe 
Beacon Route. Photo: Frank 
Eastwood. Bottom: The new 
Higgs/Roberts route on the 
North-East Face of Nyabubuya, 
in the Ruwenzori massif. 
Photo: Eric Roberts 

very problematic. 
Mount Kenya (17,058ft.) 
Bad weather prevailed during 
the June-October season this 
year, but two new routes wer-e 
climbed. A large Belgian party, 
consisting of Bertrand Borey, 
Leon Debacker, Jules Lambotte, 
Andre Gauci and Georges 
Janty, succeeded in climbing 
the steep buttress which rises 
to the crux section of the 
French Piton Route. Instead of 
continuing up this climb, they 
traversed left on to the 
Northern Slabs Route; shortly 
afterwards one of their mem
bers sustained an injury and 
they were forced to retreat in 
the face of worsening weather. 
It is possible that the Belgians 
were unaware of the existence 
of the Northern Slabs Route, 
as it does not appear in the 
guidebook to the mountain 
(see Mountain 29, where it is 
referred to as the North-East 
Face of Batian). The climbers 
graded their route Alpine TD 
sup. Local climbers view the 
climb as a considerable 
achievement, even though it 
was not completed. It is known 
that the Belgians are keen to 
return and push their route 
through to the summit of 
Batian: if their 'direct start' can 
be linked to an independent 
finish between the Northern 
Slabs and the French Piton 
Route, this could result in one 
of the finest lines on the 
mountain. 
On the South Face, Ian Howell 
and lain Allan forced a new 
route up the icefall separating 



the Upper and Lower Darwin 
Glaciers. The route, graded 5, 
consisted of four long ice 
pitches, two of which provided 
considerable difficulties. 
The West Face (grade 5) was 
climbed by Tony and Barbara 
Charlton, and the West Ridge 
was ascended by a South 
African party. 
The South Face Route and the 
Ice Window Route received 
considerable traffic. 
Kilimanjaro (19,340ft.) 
The Breach Wall of Kibo was 
climbed by a second new 
route (see also Mountain 43) 
which took three days. Dave 
Cheesmond and John Temple 
were responsible for this 
achievement on one of the 
most serious and remote faces 
in Africa. The pair were able to 
stay clear of the nearby Heim 
Glacier, and they finished up 
the Diamond Glacier, which 
hangs above the Breach Wall. 
Temple described the route as 
"long and serious"; it is 
probably grade 6. 
On the nearby Kersten Glacier 
Ian Howell, John Cleare and 
Bill O'Connor have established 
a new direct route that in
volves some very steep and 
difficult ice-climbing . Howell 
is reported to have described it 
as "the most serious and con
tinuously difficult ice climb in 
Africa". 
Hell's Gate Gorge 
Owing to the bad weather 
predominant on Mount Kenya, 
local climbers have spent con
siderable time in the gorge. The 
result has been a crop of nine 
long routes on the Main Wall. 
Taking the most active role in 
developments was Ian Howell, 
who, with lain Allan, put up 
Stage Fright, The Undertaker, 
Magician and Sorcerer (all 
HVS) . Howell continued his 
blitz with Robin Harper, putting 

UNITED STATES 

Yosemite 
There are several outstanding 
free ascents to record from the 
latter part of 1975. 
Pete Livesey and Trevor Jones 
made a free ascent of The Mora
torium, rating it 5.11. Earth
filled cracks above the first 
pitch presented a problem, and 
Livesey was forced to clean 
them from an abseil before 
finishing this fine climb the 
following day. 
Livesey and Alec Sharp made a 
predominantly free ascent (5½ 
hours) of the Chouinard/ 
Herbert Route on the Sentinel. 
An earlier ascent by Ron Kauk 
and John Long had still left a 
significant section of aid, 
which Livesey and Sharp were 
able to cut down even further. 
The route is now graded 5.11, 
and the climbers feel that it 
should go completely free on 
the next attempt. 
Camp 4 Tree has been climbed 

up The Big Corner (XS, A 1); 
but perhaps his finest achieve
ments were Centaur (HVS) 
and Andromeda (XS, A2), 
climbed with Dave Cheesmond . 
Andromeda is a seven-pitch 
route ascending the overhang
ing central part of the Main 
Wall, to the right of Olympian. 
Howell ranks it as a very hard 
and serious climb; the final 
crux, led by Cheesmond, was 
described by Howell as "a 
horror pitch". 
The prow area to the right of 
Andromeda has also been 
climbed. This is the largest part 
of the Main Wall, and is over
hanging for most of its 500ft. 
length. The route up it, Zeus 
(500ft, HVS, A3), was done 
by Ian Howell, lain Allan and 
Mark Savage. The lower part 
of the climb yielded to hard 
free-climbing, then 90ft. of 
overhangs led to the final 
leaning headwall, which was 

free by Tobin Sorenson and 
John Long, and the climb is 
now considered to be 5.12. 
Perhaps the most audacious 
piece of rock-climbing in the 
late season was John Bachar's 
solo ascent of the last three 
pitches of New Dimensions 
(5.11) . This is the first 5.11 to 
be soloed in Yosemite; the last 
pitch is particularly precarious, 
involving wild finger-jamming 
and laybacking in a flared 
corner. 
In September, Jill Lawrence 
and Elaine Brook notched up 
some creditable ascents for the 
ladies, their best leads being 
the East Buttress of Middle 
Cathedral Rock (swung leads), 
Catchy (Brook with Cathy 
Cullinane), Beverley's Tower 
and the first pitch of Maxine's 
Wall {Lawrence), the first two 
pitches of Reeds Direct (swung 
leads) and Central Pillar of 
Frenzy (Lawrence with 

serious. Loose rock was en
countered on the last 200ft. 
This is the biggest aid-route in 
the country, and one of the 
most serious bits of climbing 
yet done in the gorge. 
The only other new route on 
the wall is The Amazing 
Journey, climbed by lain Allan, 
John Cheesmond and Alan 
Walker. This route, which stays 
surprisingly at VS, has already 
established itself as one of the 
classics of the wall. Finally 
Bill O'Connor and lain Allan 
made a free ascent of Olympian. 
After Mount Kenya, the Main 
Wall is the most important 
climbing area in East Africa. It 
has been the scene of most 
developments in local rock
climbing in recent years. As a 
result, other climbing areas in 
the country have been almost 
totally neglected. Nearly a mile 
long, and rising to 500ft., the 
wall now sports thirty-six major 

Cullinane). 
As the cold weather arrived, 
climbers turned their attention 
to frozen waterfalls. Sentinel 
Falls was repeated by two 
teams : Charlie Porter and Ron 
Kauk, and George Meyers and 
Mike Graham. Porter, unable to 
find a partner, then soloed 
Cloud Burst, a 500ft. waterfall 
near the head of Tenya Canyon 
on the left side of Clouds Rest. 
Tahquitz and Suicide 
Rob Muir and Rick Accamozzo 
completed a new girdle
traverse line on Tahquitz, en
titled New Directions (5.1 0d) . 
This takes a high line across 
the cliff, with the crux coming 
between Last Judgement and 
The Open Book. 
Another new discovery is a 
two-pitch route called Grey 
Slick (5.1 0c) on the North 
Face. This was the work of 
Jim Wilson and Pete Wilkenie. 
The Green Arch was finally 

Above: Two of the major 
routes at Hell's Gate Gorge: 
Andromeda (left) and Zeus 
(right). Photo: lain Allen 

routes, only four of which are 
graded under HVS. For the 
most part the routes tend to be 
steep and serious, with bad 
rock on the finishes. Few 
routes remain unrepeated, 
although the development has 
been the work of only a hand
ful of climbers. lain Allan, Ian 
Howell, Mark Savage and Dave 
Cheesmond have been the most 
active in this respect. The wall 
continues to yield new routes, 
and finds like Andromeda and 
Zeus could herald an exciting 
new phase in Kenyan climbing. 
Correspondents: Roberts, Higgs, 
Allan, Janty and Cheesmond 

mastered by Accamozzo, Tobin 
Sorenson and John Long, and 
was graded hard 5.11. 
Two previously unreported 
1974 climbs are Magical 
Mystery Tour ( 5.1 0a, A3) by 
Matt Cox and Sorenson, and a 
free ascent of the second pitch 
of The Bat (5.1 0d) by Sorenson 
and Gibb Lewis. Neither was 
repeated in 1975. 
Among hard Tahquitz free 
routes that have been repeated 
during the season are Le Toit 
(5.11 }, Vampire (5.1 0d), Lower 
Royals Arch (5.1 0d), Unchaste 
(5.1 0d), Harlot's Layway (5.11) 
and the free variation to Last 
Judgement (5.11 ). 
Across the road on Suicide 
Rock, new lines are becoming 
scarce, making most new 
routes rather contrived. 
Amongst those recorded re
cently is Battle of the Bulge 
(5.11 }, which takes a line 
straight up from the first bolt 
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on The Fiend ; Matt Cox and five 
others were responsible for this. 
Gibb Lewis and Rick Accamozzo 
linked together various pitches 
on the Sunshine Face to pro
duce Non Dairy Creamer 
(5.11 ), and Wilson and 
Wilkenie added a route called 
Zorro Zucchinnis from Alpha 
Centauri, a 5.1 0a climb up the 
face just left of Low Pressure. 
Second ascents of note in
cluded Wet Dreams and 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

As ever, this year's S.M .C. 
Journal contains some interest
ing new discoveries, and some 
not so new. Mention is made 
below of a number of these 
routes, as we feel that they 
deserve a wider audience. 
Northern Highlands 
In the Applecross area, the cliffs 
on the Coire na Poite face of 
Bainn Bhan yielded a 620ft. 
VS route called Ziggurat to 
Ginger Cain and Clive Rowland, 
in April 1974. Rowland also 
records a route that he dis
covered with J . E. Howard, in 
May 1972. This is a 'super
direct' approach (560ft., VS) 
to the Cioch Nose, taking an 
obvious line of grooves and 
cracks left of Cleavage. Row
land states that if one continues 
up Cioch Nose Direct, the 
combination makes "one of the 
finest and longest rock-climbs 
in Britain". 
On the cliffs of Beinn Eighe, 
Rob Archbold and Geoff Cohen 
added two new routes to the 
Far East Wall. Entitled Sun
dance (400ft., VS) and Birth of 
the Cool (350ft., VS), they 
were established during the 
summer of 1974. Sundance 
takes a Ii ne of steep corner 
cracks on the left of the crag, 
while Birth of the Cool starts 
up a chimney line to the right 
of Kamikaze. 
Fionavon·s Creag Dionard 
yielded Smick (700ft., VS), 
another fine route to add to the 
growing collection hereabouts. 
It was climbed in June 1973 
by Clive Rowland and J. Smith . 
It would appear to be on 
Number 5 Buttress, though 
there is some confusion about 
its relationship to an earlier 
climb called Gritstoners 
Revenge. 
In the previous year (May, 
1972), Rowland and Dave 
Marshall added Masha (900ft., 
VS) to the nearby Creag 
Urbhard. 
Harris 
In July 1974, Archbold and 
Cohen climbed a new route on 
Creag Dhubh Dhibidail. 
Joplin's Wall (770ft., VS) takes 
the central section of the crag 
right of Via Valtos; an obvious 
rightward slanting ramp is then 
followed to the top. 
Skye 
The S.M .C.J. records an un-
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Knockin ' on Heaven's Door: 
the latter has two excellent 
pitches up the South Face. 
Among a series of hard climbs 
to have had solo ascents are 
Frustration (5.9) , Low Pressure 
(5.10) and Arey Farcy (5.10). 
This last route is the only 5.10 
face route to have been third 
classed, and this was achieved 
by Matt Cox and Darryl! Hensel. 
Joshua Tree 
Several new routes have been 

dated new route on the 
Coireachan Ruadha Face of 
Sgurr Mhic Coinnich. Mongoose 
(675ft., VS), established by 
Les Brown and Rodney Wilson, 
takes a Ii ne up the rock to the 
left of Crack of Dawn. 

Cairngorms 
On Creag an Dubh-Loch, Jeff 
Lamb and Pete Whillance re
peated Dubh Loch Monster 
and made the second ascent of 
Culloden both without using 
any aid. They described the 
former as excellent and the 
latter as hard. 
In 1974, two new routes were 
added to Lochnagar: The 
Straightjacket (300ft., VS) is an 
obvious crack-line on the 
Scarface Wall below The Clam, 
and Nymph (300ft., VS) is a 
companion route to Psyche, 
starting just left of Parallel 
Gully 8. Both routes were the 
work of Dougie Dinwoodie, 
who was accompanied on the 
first by Norman Kier and on 
the second by R. A. Smith. 
There were further routes added 
in 1975. On the Tough / Brown 
Face Dinwoodie and Adair 
Maciver free-climbed the un
likely looking rock between 
Crypt and Post-Mortem, finish
ing in darkness up the final aid 
pitch of the latter climb. There 
are now six routes on this face. 
On the Black Spout Pinnacle, 
Rob Archbold and Greg Strange 
climbed Pinnacle Grooves 
(250ft., VS), a new route be
tween Pinnacle Face and 
Route 1. 
In the Garbh Coire of Beinn 
a"Bhuird, Gordon Steven and 
Adair Mciver have made a very 
direct ascent of Mitre Ridge 
(700ft., VS) only touching 
the original route for one pitch . 
On Creagan a'Choire Etchachan, 
Dinwoodie and Smith added a 
route (in 1974) called Umslo 
pogaas (350ft., VS), which 
takes the big slab corner skirted 
by The Serpent. 
This summer has seen a big 
increase in interest in the 
Shelter Stone Cliff ; The Needle 
proved very popular, and 
Steeple has consolidated its 
reputation as one of the best 
routes in Scotland. 
On Hells Lum Crag, Adrian 
Liddell and Bob Smith added 
a route called Vendetta (300ft., 
VS) between Good Intentions 
and Hells Lumps. Liddell, with 

established recently. On the 
slabs to the right of Dike 
Rock, Cling Peaches (5.9) and 
Wise Crack (5.7) were added 
by Cox, Randy Vogel and 
Steve Van Meter, Cox and 
Daryll Hensel added Buckets to 
Burbank, a 5.8 face climb at the 
Hall of Horrors. Vogel also 
produced Top 40 to Middle 
Toilet, a 5.9 just left of Tres 
passers in the Wonderland of 
Rocks. 

Martin Burrows-Smith, also 
climbed Cherry (450ft, VS) on 
the West Flank of Stac an 
Fharaidh, between Honey
moon and Deluge. 

NORTH WALES 

Great Orme 
Rowland Edwards and Tim 
Jepson established a route 
called New Dimension (200ft., 
XS) on Castell y Gwent. 
The climb follows a line of 
overhanging grooves just right 
of the centre of the cliff. A sling, 
a peg and a bolt were used for 
aid, and Edwards considers 
the climb to be one of the best 
and hardest on the Ormes, as it 
is both sustained and technical. 
Edwards's guidebook to the 
Great Orme and Little Orme 
cliffs is " at last" approaching 
publication and, with proper 
route descriptions, the numerous 
climbs here may soon get the 
regular traffic they need to keep 
them clean. 
Anglesey 
Alec Sharp and Chris Dale 
established an important new 
route on Craig Gogarth. 
Ordinary Route (400ft., HXS) , 
takes a direct line up the wall 
above the traverse of Rat Race 
to gain the second stance of 
that route. It then continues up 
the main pitch of Positron, 
which was climbed without aid 
(though Sharp had done this 
with aid on a previous occa
sion), to a stance on Dinosaur. 
From here the route moves 
across to Mammoth, which it 
follows for twenty feet before 
traversing horizontally left to 
gain Citadel. Finally, an inde
pendent finish was worked out 
up grooves in the arete be 
tween Citadel and Big Groove. 
The route was climbed com
pletely free and, in view of the 
fact that it includes the fine 
crux pitch of Positron, there 
seems little doubt that it w ill 
establish itself as one of the 
best and most difficult routes 
in Wales. 
Also on Craig Gogarth, Martin 
Barnicott and Swiss climbers 
C. and Y. Remy made a new 
aid route across the roof of 
Parliament House Cave. The 
climb, The Black Rod (220ft., 
HVS, A3), starts at an obvious 
pillar about 30ft. right of The 
Big Overhang. The ascent, 
which took twenty hours during 

Finally, Vogel and Howard King 
found Tooloose - Tootrek at the 
back of the camp, by Space 
Station One; it consists of 
5.1 0a face climbing to an 
awkward off-width crack. 
This winter promises a rash of 
new routes as climbers race to 
get their masterpieces included 
in the forthcoming new guide
book. 
Correspondents: Livesey, 
Vandiver and others 

one weekend in May, involved 
sixty pitons, of which four were 
left in place. Evidently the 
route had been tried before, as 
three old bolts were found on 
the first pitch. 

YOR KSH IR E/ D ERBYSH IRE 
STAFFORDSHIRE 

Limestone 
On Kilnsey Crag, Ron Fawcett 
and Al Evans succeeded in free 
climbing the first pitches of 
Original Route (120ft.) and 
Directissima (120ft.), both of 
which are now graded 
(surprisingly) HVS. A good 
finish to the former climb can be 
had by continuing up The 
Birdmen, the total route being 
called Original Sin (165ft., XS). 
At Ma/ham, Pete Gomersall and 
Graeme Summers climbed the 
wall between Carnage and 
Mulatto Wall, establishing The 
Seventh Grade (XS). Four 
points of aid were used (one of 
them only for resting). The 
climb was repeated shortly 
afterwards by Pete Livesey and 
Jill Lawrence, who, after one 
abortive attempt, managed to 
eliminate the resting sling . 
Two new routes have been 
added to the Crummackdale 
cliffs, by John Eastham and 
Geoff Myers ; Transformer 
(1 OOft., HVS) is a good route 
up the wall left of Norwester, 
and Sliding Wall (60ft., VS) 
takes a line just right of 
Epicure. 
On High Tor, Steve Bancroft 
and Adrian Hubbard have free 
climbed Fortress Wall Direct, 
an old aid-route, renaming it 
Lyme Cryme (175ft., XS) . The 
old in -situ pitons were used 
for protection and left in place, 
and the route was cleaned by 
abseil after a loose bulge had 
stopped an earlier attempt. 
At Stoney Middleton, Bancroft 
achieved a notable coup by 
making the first solo ascent of 
Wee Doris, without using the 
resting slings. Bancroft had 
previously climbed the route 
conventionally however. Also 
noteworthy on Stoney are the 
repeats of Belinda, Menopause, 
Kellogg, Bubble Wall and 
Hercules by Gabriel Regan and 
friends. 
Gritstone 
In addition to the routes men
tioned in Mountain 45 and 
Mountain 46, there were many 



more outstanding gritstone 
discoveries during the remark
able 1975 summer. A promi
nent figure in these explorations 
was John Allen, whose pioneer
ing efforts, along with those of 
others in his group, notably 
Steve Bancroft, mark one of the 
most sustained spells of grit
stone exploration for some 
time. Allen and Bancroft even 
snatched a line from under the 
noses of local activists, on 
Yorkshire's Caley Crags : Fore 
court Crawler (60ft., XS) takes 
a line up the groove just right 
of Compulsion Crack, before 
crossing that route and finishing 
on the left. 
At Shining Clough, Bancroft 
led a route called Chalkman 
(XS), which takes the wall left 
of Orestes and finishes up the 
final section of that route. Allen 
then made a completely free 
ascent of The Big Wall, besides 
eliminating the aid points from 
Bamford's A35 and Ontos 
(Yates's and McHardy's recent 
route on Virgin Wall). 
On Stanage Edge, Allen and 
Bancroft made a girdle of the 
Marble Wall area, starting on 
the left and crossing Terraza 
Crack, Gibbon and Orang 
Outang, before finishing up the 
roof crack left of Baboon. They 
called the climb Lamia (11 Oft., 
MXS), and each led a pitch. 
Allen then teamed up with Tom 
Proctor to climb the roof crack 
above Terraza Crack, estab
lishing Harvest (XS) . Allen's 
route by Holly Bush Gully Left 
(see Mountain 45), which he 
climbed with Bancroft, has now 
been named White Wand, in
stead of Wind, the title given 
to it by Drummond. John 
Allen's Old Friends was re
peated for the second and 
third times by Gabriel Regan 
and Ron Fawcett respectively. 
Also on Stanage, Black Hawk 
Bastion was climbed free (after 
the pegs had been removed by 
abseil) by a team consisting of 
Allen, Bancroft and Hank 
Pasquill. 
At Burbage South, Allen added 
Knock (HVS) to the arete right 
of Byne's Crack, and soloed 
Boggart without using the aid. 
Alternating leads with Bancroft, 
he also girdled the lip of the 
Cioch Overhang in two pitches, 
to make a route called Silent 
Spring (XS) . 
Bancroft took over the main 
role when the pair moved to 
Higgar Tor, where they added 
Mighty Atom (HVS) to the 
wall left of Riff/er; they also 
climbed Rasp Direct (XS), 
which entailed a hard new 
start and a new finish to a 
route that was already con
sidered to be of some difficulty. 
There are a few items to report 
from Millstone and Lawrence
field. Our notes in Mountain 45 
were inaccurate in crediting 
Drummond with a first free 
ascent of Embankment Route 4, 
and we failed to mention that 

Allen 's London Wall cl imb in 
volved the pre-placement of a 
protection peg at 20ft. before 
the ascent was made. 
A new route, The Whore (70ft, 
HVS), has been made up the 
wall between Gimcrack and 
Shaftesbury Avenue, by Clive 
Jones and Jim Reading . Over 
the road, Suspense was climbed 
free at HVS by Allen and Nick 
Stokes, and High Street is now 
reported to have been first 
climbed free by Jim Reading 
and party. 
On Froggatt Edge, Allen, Ban
croft and Mark Stokes made a 
new route called The Gully 
Joke (HVS) up the wall left of 
Terrace Crack ; and Bancroft 
and Allen climbed the left side 
of Great Slab, to produce 
Heartless Hare (MXS), as a 
companion to the earlier 
Hairless Heart just to the right. 
(On the last-named route, 
Allen was seconded by Ban
croft, and not by Chris Addy as 
we reported.) 
On Curbar Edge, Allen and 
Bancroft captured the obvious 
groove line between PMC 1 
and Elder Crack, reaching it by 
a start from the left. The route, 
an important one, is called 
Profit of Doom (60ft., XS) . On 
Gardom's Edge, Allen and Addy 
climbed the tower between 
Black Wall and Brown Crack. 
Their route, Sleeping Sickness 
(XS), takes a crack in the left 
wall of Brown Crack, and then 
traverses left, between the 
overhangs, to finish direct. 
On Cratcliffe Tor, Allen and 
Pete Meads eliminated the aid 
from Requiem (XS). 
On Hen Cloud, Allen and Ban
croft made a new two-pitch 
route called Anthrax (MXS), 
to the left of Pug. On The 
Roches, where Bancroft and 
Allen were joined by Tom 
Proctor, Allen led Safety Net 
(HVS), going through the 
overhang right of Hank's 
Horror, after a start up the rib 
below. Also of interest on The 
Roches is Gabriel Regan's new 
route, Hunky Dory (XS) , which 
climbs a crack and slabby rib 
on the wall left of Prow Corner. 
Finally, on Roche End Crag, 
Allen and Mark Stokes put up 
Pillar of Judgement (MXS). 

SOUTH-EAST ENGLAND 

Bowles and Harrison's 
Rocks 
This area was recently invaded 
by what can only be described 
as a 'raiding party', its members 
fresh from their training on the 
Edges and the climbing walls, 
keen to test themselves on 
southern sandstone. The twelve
man group included such cur
rent raves as Tom Proctor, John 
Allen, Gerry Peel, Al Manson 
and Hank Pasquill. Little stood 
in their way. A substantial 
number of 5b climbs were 
soloed on sight, and hard routes 
such as The Thing, South- West 
Corner and Hate were also 

done, the last by all members 
of the party. The high -points 
of the visit were John Allen's 
on-sight solos of Fandango 
(5c) on Bowles, and Wailing 
Wall (5c) on Harrison's. 

SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND 

Avon Gorge 
In the Amphitheatre, Martin 
Crocker and Steve Woolard 
added a new route called 
Emerald Equanimity (130ft., 
XS) to the rock right of Fossible. 
Crocker, with John Grice, also 
added the Crystal Smile (HVS), 
a steep pitch on the Suspension 
Bridge Buttress up the wall to 
the left of Strappados. 
On the main slab in Portishead 
Quarry, Crocker and Keith 
Williams established a good 
line, The Brink of Solarity 
(150ft., HVS), up a crack on 
the left side of the slab. 
Cheddar Gorge 
Spring 1975 saw the comple
tion by Littlejohn of a major 
line on the sombre wall above 
Horseshoe Bend. After taking 
a fall from the top pitch, he 
returned a few weeks later to 
climb it solo (with a back
rope). The route, Madrugada 
(260ft., XS), is the most sub
stantial of last season's crop. 
Also in spring, two good short 
climbs were made on the wall 
right of Sceptre. The top of the 
wall forms three distinct 
towers ; Eat a Peach (120ft., 
VS), led by Richard Broom
head, takes an obvious ramp in 
the central tower, while Hot 
Lanta (HVS), led by Littlejohn, 
ciimbs a steep layback crack 
just to its left. 
Littlejohn and Broomhead con
tinued their explorations in the 
autumn. First to fall was an 
obscure line left of Megalo
mania: The Squint (180ft., XS) , 
as it is called, is quite pleasant, 
apart from a vicious 1 Oft. 
groove. The Creaking Door 
(150ft., HVS) is undistinguished 
but useful, providing access to 
the bottomless gully between 
Great Rock and Priest Rock. 

The gully wall formed by 
Priest Rock is dominated by an 
elegant tower of white lime
stone ; this yielded The Cone 
(130ft., XS), which is worth
while but shirks the main 
challenge. 
In the reservoir area, Dave 
Garner had a busy afternoon, 
first seconding Littlejohn up 
Short Fuse (90ft., XS) , a 
sinuous groove on the blunt 
arete of the wall left of Conso 
lation's pinnacle, and then 
seconding Broomhead up 
Smooth (80ft., VS), the middle 
one of three obvious grooves 
to its right. Also of note was a 
virtually free ascent of Sentinel 
by Littlejohn. The 90ft. top 
pitch of this route is superb 
(5c), and requires only one 
peg, which is in-situ. 
Devon and Cornwall 
On a 'new' cliff just south of 
long Rock Slab, 'Nipper' 
Harrison climbed Lucera (260ft., 
HVS), which proved rather 
loose and disappointing despite 
a noble gardening effort. 
Also disappointing was a 
recent addition to Blackchurch 
by Pat Littlejohn, with Paul 
Buttrick and Dave Garner. 
Antichrist (300ft., HVS) centres 
on the arete left of The Verger, 
but needs more cleaning to 
attain the quality of neigh
bouring climbs. 
Further west, at Dyer's lookout, 
Earth-Rim-Roamer received its 
second ascent from Ed Hart, 
who confirmed it as hard, 
serious and worthwhile. 
West again, at Carn Gow/a, an 
impressive climb was added to 
the Vault wall by Roland 
Perryman and Richard Broom
head. The Tomb (260ft., MXS) 
starts by climbing the steep 
slab and rib to the left of The 
Vault, then crosses that route 
at half-height to finish up an 
obvious curving line. 
Correspondents: Addy, Barni
cott, Cole, Crocker, Edwards, 
Fyffe, Gomersall, Johnson, 
Littlejohn, Sharp and Whillance 

DUNLOPRUFE NYLON MATERIAL, thread, eyelets, zips, buckles, straps, 
velcro, cord , everything to make your own equipment, cagoules, rucsacs, tents, 
etc., For free information write : 
Tor Sales, 5 Lyndon Grove, Runcorn, WA7 5PP. 

A 
RAKISH 
DESIGN 

For optimum handling 
characteristics and the 
high strength-to-weight 
ratio necessitated by clean 
climbing standards . Mini
mum strength : 4000 lbs . 
The Chouinard Carabiner . 

THE GREAT PACIFIC 
IRON WORKS 

P.O. Box 150 
Ventura, CA 93001 
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PEOPLE 

Bonington-a timely gong 

Varied line-up for Buxton 
Followi,1g the success of the 
1974 National Mountaineering 
Conference, when Maestri and 
Diemberger played to packed 
houses, the B.M.C. has assem
bled another interesting cast for 
its 1976 Conference to be held 
in Buxton on Saturday March 
27. 
Chris Bonington, C.B.E., will 
discuss the planning and merits 
of large expeditions, and Bill 
Tilman - also C.B.E. - will put 
the case for small ones. Wyn
ford Vaughan Thomas, racon
teur, former war correspondent, 
full-time Welshman, will talk on 
the problems of mountain 
conservation, a subject close 
to his Celtic heart. Mountains 
have held him in thrall since 
student days, and many will 
remember his excellent series 
for Harlech TV on the develop
ment of climbing in Snowdonia. 
The hard-men will be repre
sented by that Huddersfield 
Hairy, Pete Livesey and, by way 
of contrast, the suave Austrian 
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climber, Peter Habeler. We are 
promised plenty of time for 
audience participation, so the 
whole event should be a lively 
and useful indicator of the 
currents and undercurrents be
setting the mountaineer in 
1976. 

Gongs for the boys 
Bonington's C.B.E., announced 
in the New Year's Honours 
List, is a well-deserved personal 
honour and a nod of recognition 
and approval towards moun
taineering as a whole. 
Indeed, mountaineers have 
done quite well for honours in 
the past. There were the batch 
of honours that were dished out 
to the 1 953 Everesters of course. 
Queen Victoria knighted Martin 
Conway after his Baltoro Ex
pedition of 1892, but he, poor 
man, had expected greater 
things : "I was given reason to 
expect that I should be made a 
K.C.S.I. (Knight Commander of 
the Star of India) for my Hima
layan journey. That honour has 
been granted to previous Central 
Asian explorers. Sven Hedin 
and others, but the number for 
the year was made up without 
me and I was offered an 
ordinary knighthood as a stop
gap. It served me well enough." 
(He later became a Baron, and 
incorporated a golden ice-axe 
and mountain animals into his 
coat-of-arms.) 
Sir Charles Evans was knighted 
for services to mountaineering, 
Sir Arnold Lunn for services to 
skiing and Anglo-Swiss rela
tions; Bill Tilman's C.B.E. was 
for mountaineering and yacht
ing, and Eric Shipton, too, was 
awarded a C.B .E. 
The O.B.E. has gone to Basil 
Goodfellow, George Lowe and 
Fred Piggott, the M.B.E. has 

been awarded to Joe Brown 
for mountaineering, to Ben 
Humble for mountaineering and 
mountain safety in Scotland, 
and to M. Burley and A. Back 
for their part in the Combined 
Services South Georgia Expe
dition of 1964-65. 
The M.B.E. has also been given 
to mountain rescuers Donald 
Duff and Sid Cross, and the 
B.E.M. to other rescuers, in
cluding Hamish Macinnes, 
Chris Briggs, Johnnie Lees 
(who received the George 
Medal as well for a difficult 
rescue), Sgt. Donnie Smith, 
C. G. Otway, John Hinde and 
M. Hughes custodian of the 
A.T.C. Hut in Bethesda. 
All this takes no account of 
those mountaineers who have 
earned honours in other fields 
of endeavour: Lords Hai Isham, 
Hunt and Marples, Sir Jack 
Langland, Sir Douglas Busk, 
Sir Percy Wyn-Harris and Sir 
Kenneth Berrill, to name but a 
few. 

Tiny Heini's fitness formula 
Standing a mere 156cm. (5ft. 
1 in.), and known affectionately 
to his friends as 'Tiny Heini' or 
the 'Dolomite Dwarf', Heini 
Holzer nevertheless enjoys 
great stature as an Extreme 
Skier. 
This thirty-year-old chimney 
sweep from Schenna, in South 
Tyrol, had climbed many of the 
hardest routes in the Alps, 
when, in the winter of 1969/70, 
inspired by the steep ski 
descents being made by 
Saudan, Lapuch and Oberegger, 
he decided to train for similar 
exploits. By June 1970, he was 
ready for the Marmolada North 
Face, and since then he has 
added more and more remark
able routes to his tally -

sustained descents at angles of 
40, 50 and even 65 degrees. 
Describing him as "without 
doubt the most proficient steep 
face skier of all time", a recent 
issue of Alpinismus listed six
teen new descents made during 
the period from April to August 
last year. They included the 
Direct South Face Couloir on 
the Ortler (600m., 40-50°), the 
Gran Paradiso North-West Face 
(600m., 40-52 °) and the Gr. 
Aletschhorn North Face 
(1,100m., 40-50°). 
In winter, Holzer goes on ski 
tours at every opportunity, each 
half-day and at weekends, so 
that by April he has made 
something between thirty and 
seventy high-level tours. Then, 
during the Extreme Ski 'season', 
he plans from ten to twenty 

Holzer-sweeps like a goblin, 
skis like a flea 

steep descents, and he always 
climbs his routes before skiing 
down them. As if this weren't • 
enough to maintain his fitness, 
he has a rigorous exercise pro
gramme which includes test
runs and timed ascents of local 
peaks. He finds this overall 
fitness also assists him in his 
job, which requires him to 
clamber over roofs to get at his 
chimneys. .A. 



OBITUARY 

Armand Charlet 
France's most distinguished 
guide, Armand Charlet, died 
recently at the age of seventy
five. The son of a carpenter, 
Charlet started life tending 
cattle and cutting and carrying 
wood and hay in the peasant 
community of his native 
Chamonix valley. He climbed 
his first peak, the Tour Noir, at 
the age of ten and, by the time 
he was awarded his guide's 
certificate, in 1924, he had 
already accomplished many 
hard climbs. 
In the course of his career, he 
made over 3,000 climbs (of 
which he classed 1,800 as 
difficult), with 1,200 different 
employers or friends, of whom 
about a third were women. His 
climbs included 100 ascents of 
the Verte by fourteen different 
routes, of which seven were 
new; 72 of the Grepon, 56 of 
the Chardonnet by seven 
routes; 39 of Mont Blanc; and 
22 of the Drus. 
In the opinion of Lucien 
Devies, a severe critic, Charlet 

Armand Char/et 

was for thirty years the leading 
French mountaineer, with few 
equals elsewhere in the Alps. 
He never used artificial aids and 
most of his climbs were done 
in nailed boots. Purely in terms 
of rock climbing, therefore, his 
achievements were probably 
not equal to those of the best 
contemporary climbers in the 
Eastern Alps. Where he excelled 
was in brilliant and daring use 
of primitive (i.e. pre-1914) 
equipment on rock and, more 
important, on great mixed ice 
and rock climbs, all accom 
plished at the highest speed 
after meticulous preparation and 
with a rare sense for weather 
and other conditions. 
A full list of his best or new 
climbs would occupy pages, 
but a few may be noted here : 
the first ascent of the Corne 
Sud de Tanneverge; Col du 
Tour des Courtes, from the 
north ; Mont Dolent, North
West Face ; Col est des 
Pelerins, from the north ; with 
Robert Underhill and Miriam 
O'Brien, the first complete 
traverse of the Aiguilles du 
Diable, including the lsolee, of 
which the first ascent in nailed 
boots was a stupendous 
achievement; several ascents 
of the Peuteret Ridge, all with
out bivouac from the Gamba 
Hut, including one in ten 
hours; an elegant direct route 
on the West Face of the 
Grepon, with Gisele de 
Lonchamp ; the Nant Blanc 
Face of the Aiguille Sans Norn, 
with Camille Devouassaux, 
never repeated and described 
by Devies as one of the out
standing exploits of all time ; 
the far sounder direct route of 
the Verte on the Nant Blanc 
Face, with Dimitri Platonoff ; a 

fine line on the North Face of 
the Plan, with Dilleman. Some 
of his fastest ascents included 
the Old Brenva in 4½ hours 
from the Fourche Hut, with 
Gourdain; the Grepon traverse, 
Montenvers to Montenvers, in 
7 ½ hours, with Hart ; the traverse 
of the Drus (Charlet's first 
ascent of the peak) in 9 hours 
from the Charpoua, with Hart 
and Busk ; and with Noyce, the 
Mer de Glace Face of the 
Grepon from Montenvers in 
4½ hours, descent to Monten
vers in 2 hours. Finally, he 
made the first winter ascents 
of the Drus, Grepon by the 
C.P., Requin and Bionnassay. 
Although he climbed elsewhere 
in the Alps, it is for his guiding 
in Mont Blanc group that 
Charlet will be particularly re
membered . But guiding was 
not his only activity. Apart from 
tending devotedly his scattered 
parcels of land and forest, he 
was Mayor of Argentiere for 
twenty years, and for a long 
period he was President of the 
Compagnie des Guides of 
Chamonix, a previously archaic 
institution which he activated 
by shock treatment. During the 
war, he rendered valuable 
service by passing people 
across frontiers, in defiance of 
the Gestapo. But his most out
standing contribution to public 
life was made during the 
twelve years from 1945 during 
which he was technical director 
of the Ecole Nationale de Ski 
et d'Alpinisme, at Chamonix, 
to which candidates from all 
over France came to obtain the 

guide's certificate. Charlet 
accompanied evmy group, 
making notes on the perfor
mance of the trainees. He was 
certainly tough, and it is re
corded that he said once : "In 
this profession you must learn 
how to suffer" . 
As he was the f irst to admit, 
Charle!, a teetotaller and non 
smoker, was austere. Devies 
wrote of him : " Withdrawn, 
modest, sometimes abrasive, 
he was exacting towards 
others, but more so towards 
himself. Of absolute integrity 
and loyalty". He was utterly 
indifferent to popular clamour 
or pressure. Yet to those who 
came to know him he was 
warmth itself. His striving for 
perfection, his own great 
climbs, and his insistence on 
training the young to move 
capably and safely in moun 
tains, brought many visitors to 
his house, from Switzerland, 
Austria, Italy, Germany and 
Great Britain. 
Charle! was an Officer of the 
Legion d"Honneur, and held 
two gold medals awarded by 
the French Government for 
rescue work under perilous 
circumstances . He was also an 
honorary member of the Alpine 
Club. The Col Armand Charle!, 
of which he made the first 
ascent from the north with 
Dill emann, is an enduring 
memorial on the map of the 
Mont Blanc group, which for 
so many years he made his 
own. 
Douglas Busk 

PRIVATE GUIDING - EUROPEAN ALPS 1976 
ALL GRADES - ANY AREA 

Eric Jones, 21 Fifth Avenue, Flint, North Wales 

THE BRITISH MOUNTAINEERING COUNCIL 
with help from Messrs Karrimor, Centresport/Frank Davis and Ultimate Equipment present: 

N ational Mountaineering Conference 1976 
Pavilion Gardens, Buxton. Saturday March 27. Starts 10.30 a.m. Tickets £2.00 

Chaired by Ian McNaught Davis and featuring: 

• Chris Bonington • Bill Tilman • Pete Livesey • 
• Wynford Vaughan Thomas • Peter Habeler • 

and the Trento Film Festival winner La Mort d'un Guide 
Photographic Exhibition, Audio Visual Slide Shows, Climbing Tower and Trade Exhibition . 

Tickets (send cash with order) from: Asst. Sec. B.M .C. Crawford House, Booth Street East, Manchester 13. 
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Climbers accepting a place for the first time 
on a big Himalayan expedition must do so 
with a certain amount of reluctance. It has 
been said that such ventures are wasteful of 
money that could be better spent on several, 
smaller, light-weight expeditions, that large 
parties disrupt local economies and are harm
ful to the environment, and that the treat
ment given to such expeditions in the media 
distorts the image of climbing. At a personal 
level, a given list of suffering can be forecast: 
snow-slogging with heavy loads, avalanche 
and stone-fall danger, and, in the case of 
Everest, low technical ·c1imbing interest, 
a route that is aesthetically dull, bowing to 
autocratic leadership and sharing the moun
tain with climbers whose sole motivation 
may be a matter of professional ambition. 

Five previous expeditions to the South
West Face of Everest had failed; the 
weather conditions we would face were 
unpredictable, for we planned to climb dur
ing the monsoon month of August; our 

countered the potential avalanche danger 
by siting Camp 4 much lower than pre
viously, under a protecting rock buttress, 
and by placing Camp 5 well to the right of 
the Central Couloir. Old Everest hands 
remembered only too well losing sixteen 
tents in 1972, due to avalanche, rock-fall 
and the sheer breaking power of the winter 
winds. The 1975 camps were as impregnable 
as we could make them. Hamish Macinnes, 
faced with the problem of designing our 
accommodation, had married the original 
Whillans Box with the French box tent, 
using l½" tubing for the frames and bullet
proof fabric on the box roofs. We were 
ready for a long siege if necessary, but 
hoped fervently that the Rock Band would 
go quickly, so that the freezing, tearing 
north-west winds would not catch us on 
the upper snowfields. All the climbing team 
had contributed to the build-up: Fyffe, 
Richards, Burke and Scott to Camp 3; 
Estcourt and Braithwaite to Camp 4; and 

accompanying photo-diagram). Nick led 
through to the entrance of the gully. Tut 
then climbed a small chockstone pitch 
(almost covered with snow), and then con
tinued on a tongue of hard, avalanche
pressed snow - the best climbing snow on 
the mountain - and went up some 600ft. 
of narrow gully to the amphitheatre at the 
top. Here, Nick took over and led up 
mixed rock and snow, tending slightly 
right to gain a ramp. He let out a whoop of 
delight, for the ramp exited out of the gully 
on to the upper snowfield. He went up the 
ramp, his crampons ineffectually scraping 
on two inches of powder covering loose, 
brittle rock angled at 65°. Using a rotten 
rib of rock and snow for hand-holds, he 
worked his way up, all the time being pushed 
off balance by the overhanging wall above 
his head. Tut followed Nick up the ramp, 
and they continued for another short pitch, 
until they were almost sure that the way 
was clear to reach the site for Camp 6. They 

SOUTH-WEST FACE CLIMBED 
Doug Scott describes the crucial days of the successful expedition, and examines the 
questions raised, and the lessons learnt, from the recent Everest South-West Face attempts. 
route was uncertain, as we intended break
ing with tradition and tackling the 1,000ft. 
Rock Band on its left, even though the vast 
snowfields and couloirs above had only 
been inspected from afar; finally, our 
personal chances of survival were statisti
cally as low as perhaps 1 in 10. 

Yet, after a furious burst of climbing 
activity, these nagging doubts and fears fell 
away as one team after another pushed a 
safe route through the Khumbu Ice Fall 
and then on along the magnificent Western 
Cwm. By the time we were installed in 
Camp 2, we were several days ahead of our 
leader's most optimistic forecast, and he is 
a very optimistic person. Chris Bonington's 
planning and enthusiasm, coupled with 
sterling work by Dave Clarke (gear), Mike 
Thompson (food), Adrian Gordon ( Camp 1 
organization) and Mike Cheney's Sherpas 
gave us the means to push on rapidly up 
the face itself to Camp 5. Down at Advance 
Base (Camp 2) the mood was buoyant, 
with Sahibs and Sherpas strutting around 
as cocky as German Panzer soldiers, 
crashing through Everest's defences. 

How long could the good weather last? 
While it did nothing more than snow in the 
late afternoons, we had no real problems 
other than ineffectual avalanches down 
Nuptse and the Central Couloir. We 
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Haston, Boardman, Boysen and Macinnes 
to Camp 5. 

We felt content now that we, the clim
bers, as well as the leader and organizers, 
had got to grips with the problem. We 
came together in a spirit of harmony 
enhanced as much by the remarkable 
scenery as by the new roles we had to play. 

Bonington and Richards set up Camp 5, 
while the Sherpas and climbers humped 
loads from 2 all the way to 4 (by-passing 3), 
and then on again next day to 5. Bonington, 
Richards and I set off across the Central 
Couloir towards the left-hand gully. We 
fixed ropes to within 150ft. of the gully, 
but could still not see into it. We still had 
no idea as to whether that deep gash in the 
Rock Band held an unbroken tongue of 
snow, never mind how we could exit from 
it on to the upper snows. The following day, 
Tut Braithwaite and Nick Estcourt went up 
to our high point and led out steeply into 
the dark chasm. This section involved some 
very difficult and insecure climbing. To 
reach the gully, Tut led a long pitch across 
some steep friable ribs, sheathed in a layer 
of unstable powder snow. At two points he 
managed to place a piton and tension off 
to the left to gain a better line. It later be
came clear that this was one of the hardest 
sections of the route (not marked on the 

then descended to Chris and Mick Burke, 
who were climbing in support, and all 
four descended to Camp 5, content in the 
knowledge that our chosen line could go. 
It had been a great effort: both Tut and 
Nick had run out of oxygen whilst still in 
the gully, but they had gone on to solve 
the difficult pitches and force an exit. 

It was then September 20. That evening, 
at Camp 5 (25,800ft), Chris spent hours 
pouring over his graphs and logistical 
notes. These had occupied his attention 
every night of the expedition, but the com
plexity of the calculations had increased 
as we drew further away from Base. Now 
there were climbers and Sherpas scattered 
over six miles of Mount Everest, and much 
work was required to keep their activities 
co-ordinated. 

That night Chris drew up his plan for the 
rest of the trip. Only he could decide who 
was going to go where, and when. Dougal 
and I were the lucky lads who were given 
first go at the summit. Nick and Tut were 
eminently well-qualified for the job as well, 
but had had the Rock Band as compensa-

Right: The lines taken by all seven expeditions 
to the South-West Face: - - - - indicates 
the three Japanese probes; - - - - - - indicates the 
probes of the International, European and British 
attempts. Photo: Keichi Yamada 
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Both pages: A sequence of photographs moving up to Camps 4 and 5, and beyond. The detailed views of the camps show 
how effective the Macinnes Boxes were for exploiting precarious sites on steep ground. The positioning, stability and 
comfort of these two camps did much to ensure the expedition's success. Photos: Ronnie Richards, Doug Scott and 
Chris Bonington 



tion. Martin Boysen, Pete Boardman, Mick 
Burke and Pertemba, our Sirdar, would 
have second go for the summit. After that, 
Nick and Tut would have rested and be 
ready for the third summit push with 
Ronnie Richards and Ang Phurba. Chris, 
Mike Thompson, Allen Fyffe and Lakpa 
Dorje could have made a fourth team if all 
else failed. The only person missing ,from 
the scheme was Hamish Macinnes, who had 
not recovered sufficiently from swallowing 
a mass of powder snow: he had been caught 
head-on by a minor avalanche just above 
Camp 4, whilst pushing out the route. 

On September 22, Dougal and I left 
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Camp 5 and swarmed up the ropes. Dougal 
led up to the Rock Band, then I took over 
and jumared up into the gully. The new 
perspective was interesting: the rest of 
Everest had consisted of wide open snow 
slopes, but now we found ourselves in a 
dark cleft some 300ft. deep. We followed 
Nick's rope up the ramp to its end. Dougal 
sorted out the tangled ropes and tried to 
do something about his crampons which 
would not stay on over his spongy 
overboots. Ang Phurba, who was carrying 
our tent, caught us up; this great natural 
climber belayed me from Nick's high-point 
as I led 300ft., up more difficult ground in 

Above: A long-focus shot of the crucial section 
of the Rock Band. The gully is on the extreme 
left, and the snow ramp can be seen leading out 
to an obvious shoulder of snow that provided 
the site for Camp 6. Photomontage: Doug Scott. 
Right: Four photos depicting the approach and 
entrance into the left-hand gully. Photos: Doug 
Scott and Paul Braithwaite 

search for a site for Camp 6. I found a 
possible site on a steep snow arete: it 
needed a bit of digging out, but had the 
merit of being at the start of the long 
traverse across the upper snowfields. Ang 
Phurba came up the fixed rope, followed by 
Dougal, crampons clipped to his waist. 27 ► 
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Above: A view down the gully from the impressive amphitheatre at the 
top. Haston can just be seen moving up the fixed ropes. Top centre: Looking 
up the steep, mixed section that led out of the gully to gain the ramp. A 
climber can be seen descending the ramp, after a supply trip to Camp 6. 
Bottom centre and right: Views along the ramp. The first photo shows 
Braithwaite moving up to join Estcourt at the top of the most difficult 
section. Further mixed pitches led up to tl1e sunlit snow arete in the back
ground. Camp 6 was sited on this, just round the corner to the left. In the , 
other picture, Ang Phurba is seerz moving up the higher part of the ramp, 
with the top of the gully in the background. Photos: Doug Scott and 
Chris Bonington 

24 





t> 
\ 

Both pages: The ground between 
Camp 6 and the South Summit. 
This had three short sections of 
difficulty, but the main problems 
for Scott and Haston were the 
arduous snow conditions encoun
tered in the South Summit Couloir. 
Top left: Haston on the slopes 
immediately above Camp 6. The 
steep little rock corner that re
quired aid lies in the dead ground 
just in front of the bivouac box. 
Centre left: Looking up from 
roughly the same point as the pre
vious picture. The line worked 
through the rock band above, at 
the obvious break. It then con
tinued across the upper snowfield 
to gain the foot of the South 
Summit Couloir, the obvious snow 
depression leading up to the sky
line. The rock step that Scott led 
can just be picked out at the foot 
of the couloir. 
Bottom left and right: Haston 
moving up and across the final 
section of the snowfield before the 
couloir was reached. 
Page 7: The photo used for the 
Karrimor advert shows Haston in 
the South Summit Couloir, having 
just followed the difficult rock step 
at it's base. Photos: Doug Scott 



We kicked a notch into the arete, and 
waited for the spade to arrive. Pertemba, 
Mike Thompson, Chris and Mick came up 
with vital loads to the camp site. Theirs was 
an impressive carry. Chris had now been at 
or above Camp 5 for nine days, pushing 
out the route, making ferries and working 
out the movement of men and materials. 
Mike Thompson arrived with consummate 
ease, yet he was at 27,400ft, some 5,000ft. 
higher than he had ever been before; this 
was something of a personal triumph in 
view of his nasty experience on Annapurna, 
when altitude effects almost proved fatal. 
Mick Burke, disappointed at not being in 
the first assault party, came up with a dead 
weight of cine equipment, determined to 
film all he could of our push; he had now 
been up at Camp 5 and beyond for five days. 

Eventually, they all went down, leaving 
Dougal and me sitting in the snow at 
Camp 6, yelling our thanks down the 
slopes. Mike Thompson knew his chances 
of making the summit were slim: "If you 
get up, that's reward enough," he said, as 
he left. And that's how it had been from 
the start: amongst all the team there had 
been this unselfish determination to succeed. 
We could not let them down. 

We swung into action, stowing gear, 
sorting out ropes, digging the platform and 
erecting the tent. We slipped into the rou
tine mechanically and almost wordlessly, 

for we had done this chore many times 
before. To prevent the tent from blowing 
away, I hung empty oxygen bottles from 
it down each side of the narrow arete; half
empty bottles went into the tent, for use to 
aid sleeping. Meanwhile, Dougal had 
sorted out the evening meal of sausage, 
mash and beans: he provided a tasty fuel -
I piped in the means to burn it. All went 
well until, fiddling with a new oxygen bottle, 
I made a bad connection half-way through 
a brewing session and the tent filled with 
oxygen. The 'gaz' flare grew enormously, 
until Dougal chucked the stove out of the 
door into the snow and saved us from 
incineration. 

At first light next morning, Dougal led 
out from my tent belay across a wide snow 
couloir and up the rocks on the other side, 
with the aid of five pegs. I led through over 
easier ground and belayed to a dead-man 
300ft. further across the upper snow. 
Eventually, we led out 1,500ft. of rope - all 
that we had at Camp 6. We had worked 
well, over rotten rock and soft, powdery 
snow. Two opposite temperaments, poles 
apart down in the town, now drawn to
gether in surprising harmony of thought 
and action. Well, I ' enjoyed his company 
anyway! 

There was time to look around as we 
dawdled back along the ropes to camp. The 
incomparable valley below was growing 

cold in the lengthening shadow of Nuptse. 
We could see figures moving about be
tween the tents at Camp 2, almost 6,000ft. 
below. They would be finishing off the 
evening meal, stowing gear for the night, 
using the crevasse toilet and making for the 
warmth of their tents and sleeping bags. 
But up above the Rock Band we still had 
the sun shining through distant clouds over 
Gaurishankar to the west. Further south, 
and slightly menacing, were huge anvil
shaped clouds flickering lightning. They 
towered high above the billowy valley 
cloud, far above our level. How dull the 
mountain would be without such impres
sive displays of cloud and light. There was 
no place I'd rather have been at that time -
except back in the tent with a hot brew to 
hand, watching the last of the sun. Later, 
eating corned beef and mashed potato, we 
watched the golden glow move up the 
mountain past our tent until the South 
Summit was tinged with orange. We drank 
one brew after another, feeling wonderfully 
content, then zipped up the tent against the 
cold and the rising wind. 

Breathing oxygen, we nodded off until 
the early hours. We were woken by the 
wind rocking the box and pelting it with 
ice particles. At about 1.00 a.m., our 
oxygen ran out and we switched to another 
half cylinder left by Lakpa Dorje, the only 
Sherpa to make a carry the day before. ► 
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The wind increased, and we Jay there won
dering what the dawn would bring; at that 
time our chances of reaching the summit 
seemed to lie in the laps of the gods. 

After a fitful sleep, we stirred into action, 
excited by- the prospects ahead. We fried 
up the last of the corned beef and packed 
our sacs. I decided to travel light, and left 
my feathered suit behind, relying on my 
jumpers and ventile/nylon wind-suit. How
ever, I packed a stove and billy for hot 
water, and Dougal put in his duvet boots 
and bivi sheet. We had two dead-men each, 
four pegs and one hammer. Lastly, we con
nected up our oxygen bottles and set the 
flow at the second of the five positions. We 
needed to conserve the oxygen as we were 
not sure if two bottles each would get us 
up and down again from the top of Everest. 

We set off, battling with the wind, nurs
ing aching muscles and dulled minds. I 
always Jack confidence early in the morning 
and am prone to nervousness until my body 
and mind warm to the tasks ahead. I 
stumbled along the ropes in the half-light 
and was soon absorbed in tackling the new 
ground. We swung leads up to the Sout~ 
Summit Couloir. After 1,200ft, Dougal 
began to falter. His oxygen set had packed 
up and all our doubts about our chances 
returned. He said that we were in trouble -
as if I didn't know it - now that thirteen of 
the expedition's total of eighteen sets had 
broken down. I worked up a · hatred for 
Dougal's mask that fortunately stopped 
short of hurling it over the Rock Band. I 
drew out my penknife for drastic surgery, 
but found the bottle opener most use in 
prising off a jubilee clip around the pipe at 
the mask. With the release of pressure, a 
mass of ice broke off inside the rubber pipe, 
and Dougal could breathe again. We were 
back in with a chance. The wind had 
dropped and Dougal belayed while I went 
up a steep step at the foot of tl:ie couloir. 
This was another unknown problem, but it 
turned out to be only 30ft. of 65° rock, 
covered slightly with powder snow, and 
thereafter 60° rock and increasingly thicker 
snow leading finally to a belay point. 

I put in three pegs for protection, taking 
ages to scrape away the snow and unearth 
a crack in the amorphous yellow rock. I 
fixed one of the ropes off to a fourth peg, 
and Dougal jumared up. I had emptied one 
cylinder of oxygen half way up this step, 
and therefore changed to my second bottle 
on the belay. We left the rope there for 
our return, and carried on up into the 
couloir. The snow was manky and getting 
worse, and on one 200ft. 60° section it was 
chest deep; we had to sweep away the top 
layer of snow and form each step before 
carefully moving up on to it. We reached 
the South Summit at 3.30 p.m., five hours 
after Dougal's oxygen failure. 

After all those months on the south side 
of Everest, in the course of three expedi
tions, at last we could look down the north 
side. There was Makalu, Kanchenjunga 
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and the endless Tibetan plateau. The South
West Face had been climbed. That wasn't 
enough and so my true nature revealed 
itself. Chris had at one stage told me that 
he wanted me in the Rock Band team, and 
not in the first summit party. Down below 
I had been convincing myself that it was the 
climbing that mattered, and not the summit; 
but now, faced with the reality of going 
down or going along the known ground of 
the summit ridge, I wanted to carry on. 

Dougal wanted to push on, too, but not 
immediately. He suggested bivouacking 
and going out at about 3.00 a.m., when the 
soft snow might be more consolidated. We 
mulled over this while Dougal boiled a pan 
of hot water inside his bivi sheet. Mean
while I scraped a hole out of the snow to 
find shelter from the wind which was 
whipping over the South Summit Col at 
about 40 m.p.h. 

We drank the hot water neat, as we had 
nothing to put in it and no food. I gradually 
brought my dulled mind to bear on the 
problem. One thing stood out sharp to me, 
and that was how awful I feel at 3.00 a.m. 
I mumbled something to Dougal about try
ing the ridge now, just to see how bad the 
snow was. I led out a rope-length, and it 
was reasonable. I waved him on and he 
started towards me, leaving behind the 
stove and other bits and pieces at the 
brewing place. He led on through and up 
and over a 'whipped cream roll' of a 
cornice hanging over Tibet. We moved 
along the frontier ridge, until my lead 
ended below the Hillary Chimney. But 
there was no chimney, only a 40ft. bank of 
snow which Dougal led while I photo
graphed him. Unfortunately, I had only 
one frame left in my camera, and I'd left 
the spare film at the South Summit with 
the gear. In the hope that a cassette had 
been brought, I rummaged around in my 
sac, praying that Dougal's steps would not 
collapse under his weight. I found one roll 
of twenty exposures of high-speed Ekta
chrome, which I fitted into the camera with 
difficulty. Meanwhile, Dougal worked his 
way up the Hillary Step, knocking off 
slabs of snow which fell down the Nepal 
side, broke into bits and were promptly 
caught by the wind and blown over into 
Tibet. The Step took him about half-an
hour. In' the meantime the sun was rapidly 
going down, and it looked as though night 
would be on us before we reached the 
summit. But that did not seem any reason 
to stop and return, for we knew from 
previous experience that we could always 
escape the wind by digging a snow cave, 
even on the top itself, providing the snow 
was deep enough. 

Just as I was preparing to follow, I 
noticed a tiny smudge of red on a distant 
bump on the ridge. I yelled the information 
to Dougal, but we would both have to 
wait to see what it was. I took over the 
lead, walking well to the left of the cornice, 
stumbling every third step or so as I broke 

through the crust into deep powder. 
Dougal walked behind, but a bit to my 
side. I was aware of a confident presence 
that seemed an extension of myself. When
ever I walked too far to the right, it urged 
me back left, and when I tripped through 
the crust it suggested slowing the pace. It 
was as if part of my reasoning was outside 
my head. It seems odd, now, but was a 
quite natural happening at the time. 

Dougal took over the trail, breaking up 
towards the mysterious red object. As he 
approached, he slowed down to Jet me 
come alongside, and after a few more paces 
we arrived at the top together. The red 
object was a tripod, festooned with red 
ribbons and crowned with a rosary - like 
a May Pole. It turned out to be a Chinese 
construction put there in the spring by nine 
climbers who came from the north. Here 
at last was proof to the doubters that the 
Chinese had climbed Everest. 

We took off our masks and I could see 
Dougal's face lit up in the setting sun and 
filled with happiness. This usually reticent 
man became expansive, and we thumped 
each other's backs and congratulated each 
other. The wind had dropped to nothing as 
we stood up there in wonder at the scene 
before us. It was everything and more than 
we had dared to hope for. Beyond the 
Rongbuk Glacier silver threads meandered 
out north and west across the brown land 
of Tibet. Peak after peak in all directions. 
We tried to name them, and also spent time 
looking down the north side, picking out 
features from the history books. The sun 
filtered down behind layers of cloud, occa
sionally breaking through in an explosion 
of light. We watched this happen several 
times - one sunset after another - until we 
had only about half-an-hour left before it 
got dark. We gathered up the rope, and 
prepared to move back down our tracks. 
We left nothing on top, because we had 
nothing to leave - except the tripod and 
flag already there. 

We moved down rapidly, hoping to 
follow our tracks down to Camp 6. We 
abseiled down the Hillary Step from a dead
man and left a 40ft. piece of rope hanging 
there, as it jammed when we tried to pull it 
down. As we blundered on, lightning 
flickered through the sky, all the way from 
Kanchenjunga to Arna Dablam. It was 
pitch dark when we reached the South 
Summit. Dougal searched for the tracks 
going down the Nepal side, but they were 
blown over with snow, so we set about 
bivouacking at the South Summit Col, at 
28,700ft. Dougal heated some more water, 
while I enlarged my previous hole into a 
cave. We soon had a home, and the 
primitive fear of a night in the open was 
assuaged. We would survive, but it was the 
quality of the survival that mattered. With 
so many other mountains and crags to 
climb, we were determined not to lose any 
fingers and toes on Everest, so we set to 
work massaging. I now regretted leaving 



my down clothing, as I had only' the gear I 
climbed in to keep me warm. The oxygen 
ran out at 8.30 p.m., and the stove was 
finished at midnight. To keep warm, I 
hacked away at the cave with my axe, until 
it was so large that it could have housed 
five people. It was essential to stay awake 
and concentrate on survival. I carefully 
took off my socks and stuffed them under 
my armpits, while I rubbed my toes and 
tried to ensure that snow did not get on 
my rucksack - which was my seat. Mostly 
I shivered and cursed, telling Dougal how 
desperately cold it was, as if he didn't 
know. Once, when I was massaging my 
feet, I left a sock out in the open and found 
it frozen stiff as a board when I came to put 
it on again. Dougal must have thought me 
a right softy when I accepted a place for 
my feet inside his down clothing, one foot 
at his crutch, the other under his armpit. 
But still the cold seeped into our backs, 
into our kidneys, and seemingly into our 
very bones. We began to wander in our 
thoughts: Dougal had short conversations 
with Dave Clarke, our Equipment Manager, 
perhaps hoping euphemistically, that he 
would arrive with our sleeping bags. I 
kept on chattering away to my presence 
and to my feet. It was a long nine hours. 

At 5.30 a.m., we crawled out of our hole 
and went over the ridge into Nepal, for we 
had spent an illicit night out in China. The 
wind grew stronger, and clouds were 
gathering all around, as we plunged down 
rapidly, hoping to gain more oxygen and 
warmth. We reached the tent and safety at 
9.00 a.m., got into our sleeping bags, put 
a brew on, and lay back breathing oxygen; 
then we radioed Chris with the news. We 
knew that we weren't going to lose any 
digits as the warmth seeped back into our 
bodies and out to our extremities. 

I came down with ambition fulfilled, and 
an empty space for noble thoughts and 
feelings; but I knew that space would soon 
be swamped back in the city - it had 
happened before. We had taken a big breath 
of fresh air, and now it was back to the 
valley and people, to breathe it out ready 
for the next breath, perhaps in Alaska, the 
Andes, or even back here again in the 
Himalayas. 

But here on Everest there were more 
climbers and Sherpas still full of ambition 
and energy, ready to repeat the route and 
see what we had seen from Everest's 
summit. Chris Bonington's organization 
had gone like clockwork, and hardly a day 
had been wasted anywhere on the moun
tain; as a result, we had reached the 
summit on September 24, just thirty-three 
days after arriving at Base Camp. The 
Sherpas continued their magnificent carries 
after that date, and all the camps were 
well-stocked with food, oxygen and equip
ment. The leader was under great pressure 
from other climbing teams, who naturally 
wanted to make the most of this healthy 
situation. And so the next party came up to 

Camp 6 on the very day Dougal and I 
descended; and below, in Camp 5, Nick 
Estcourt and Tut Braithwaite were champ
ing on the bit, awaiting their turn. 

On September 26, Pete Boardman and 
Pertemba set off across the upper snow
field, with Martin Boysen and Mick Burke 
coming up behind. Martin lost his cram
pons at the first difficult step and, with 
faulty oxygen equipment adding to his 
problems, he decided to return to Camp 6. 
Mick carried on along the ropes and up the 
tracks left by Pete and Pertemba. The first 
pair knew nothing of what was happening 
behind, for the ground was undulating and 
it was not always possible to see the whole 
route from above. In fact, they thought the 
second pair had returned to the tents. Pete 
led most of the way, following our tracks 
up on to the summit ridge. Unfortunately, 
a mist gathered, blocking out all the fine 
views we had experienced. By the time the 
pair reached the summit, the weather was 
worsening, and storm clouds were beginning 
to move in on the mountain. Visibility was 
down to forty feet. They stayed only a few 
minutes before retreating down the ridge. 
Fifteen minutes later, Mick Burke loomed 
up out of the mist, cine camera in hand and 
eager for the summit. He asked Pete and 
Pertemba to return with him to get some 
summit film, but they were reluctant to do 
so. Mick therefore carried on alone over 
the broad easy section to the top, while 
Pete and Pertemba went down to the South 
Summit to await his return. By the time 
they had arrived at the South Summit, 
visibility had diminished to a few feet; ice 
and snow were stinging their faces, and it 
was difficult to see out of · their goggles. 
They waited for an hour, maybe more, and 
then, with Pertemba showing signs of frost
bite, and with darkness approaching, they 
made the decision to go down. They then 
had to battle for their own survival, in the 
face of a fierce wind. It was well after dark 
when they finally stumbled in to rejoin 
Boysen at Camp 6. They spent the next day 
recovering from their ordeal, pinned down 
in the tents by the full fury of the storm. 
Martin looked after them during this 
anxious time. All hope of Mick returning 
slowly faded. On the following day, Sep
tember 28, the weather was much improved, 
and Chris ordered everyone to come down 
off the face. 

Mick probably fell through a cornice, 
perhaps just below the Hillary Step. At this 
point, the ridge becomes a thin, knife-edged 
arete, bent over the 10,000ft. Kangshung 
Face by the southerly winds. Mick may 
well have plunged through the cornice 
here, in complete white-out conditions, and 
fallen down the face below. But any of us 
might have taken Mick's decision to go to 
the summit alone; what climber, fit enough, 
could resist the lure of Everest's summit 
when standing so close? Nevertheless, the 
whole team was unanimous in supporting 
Pete's and Pertemba's decision to return: 

the storm might otherwise have wiped out 
not only Mick, but Pete and Pertemba as 
well if they had stayed. 

All of us had known of the likelihood of 
avalanches and storms, intense cold or 
high winds; it only needed a slight shift in 
the great wind systems of Central Asia and 
we could all have been fighting it out to a 
bitter conclusion. 

We sadly left the mountain, but never 
really grasped the fact that little Mick 
Burke, that warm-hearted raconteur extra
ordinary, had actually gone and got him
self killed. It was a heavy price to pay for 
climbing a mountain. 

CONCLUSION 
In my experience, these massive expeditions 

are not necessarily the tedious grind they are 
often made out to be. This expedition, for in
stance, was both happy and interesting, and the 
outcome remained uncertain until the end -
surely the main ingredient for a good adventure. 
Only time will tell whether or not our ascent 
has any major historical significance. It certainly 
does not mark an end to this facet of moun
taineering. Why should it, when there are still 
two major face routes on Everest waiting to be 
climbed - the North-West Face direct from the 
Rongbuk Glacier, and the East Face from the 
Kangshung Glacier? Then there is the huge 
South Wall of Dhaulagiri and the South Face 
buttresses of K2. In fact on most of the major 
Himalayan peaks, from the Karakoram to 
Kanchenjunga, there are great face routes to 
be climbed. 

On all but the world's three highest peaks, 
where the logistics will remain complex, and 
where oxygen will no doubt continue to aid 
hard climbing, the scene is set for near-alpine 
ascents of the major problems. One might see 
four to six climbers leaving the foot of the face, 
two in the lead, the others carrying up supplies, 
moving up continuously as a self-contained 
unit, with minimal fixed rope. They will be 
climbers completely attuned to life at altitude 
on steep, wind-swept faces. They will have the 
patience to sit out storms, and the courage and 
tenacity to continue on low rations, confident 
in their ability not only to climb, but to survive. 

Already scores of Himalayan peaks have been 
climbed in alpine style, the highest being the 
26,470ft. Hidden Peak. Some of the smaller 
peaks climbed in alpine style are of great 
technical difficulty, much more so than the 
relatively straightforward terrain encountered 
on Hidden Peak. Once climbers begin to com
bine the tactics and lessons learnt from these 
mountains, with some of the equipment and 
survival techniques that have resulted from the 
recent Everest, Makalu and Annapurna ascents, 
the future will offer unlimited scope for fanta
stic adventures. ,A. 

SUMMARY 
Everest: South-West Face, The first ascent of 
the face by a British expedition, led by Chris 
Bonington, with Hamish Maclnnes (Deputy 
Leader), Doug Scott, Dougal Haston, Allen 
Fyffe, Nick Estcourt, Martin Boysen, Mick 
Burke, Paul Braithwaite, Mike Thompson, 
Ronnie Richards, Pete Boardman, Charles 
Clarke, Jim Duff, Adrian Gordon, Mike 
Rhodes, Mike Cheney, Bob Stoodley, Dave 
Clarke, and a TV team consisting of Ned Kelly, 
Ian Stuart, Arthur Chesterman and Chris 
Railing. The Sherpa team was led by Pertemba 
and Ang Phu. The summit reached on 
September 24, 1975, by Haston and Scott, who 
bivouacked on their descent. The route was 
repeated two days later by Boardman and 
Pertemba, and probably by Mick Burke, who 
disappeared in a storm during the descent. 
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Both pages: The final section of the route from 
the South.Summit was known ground. Top right: 
Haston brewing-up at the South Summit before 
he and Scott continued to the top. The Hillary 
Step can just be seen beyond the initial snow 
shoulder. Above: Haston leaving the bivouac 
site. The climbers' tracks from the South Summit 
Couloir can be seen on the right. Centre right: 
Haston on the Hillary Step. The sharp snow 
arete below him, may be the point where Burke 
slipped. Left: Haston on the final slopes above 
the Hillary Step. Arna Dab/am, Kantega and 
Thamserku catch the evening sun in the back
ground. Lower right: Boardman on the summit. 
This photo illustrates the misty, yet sunny con
ditions just before the storm developed. Photos: 
Scott and l'ertemba. Below: Mick Burke. 
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The Life and Times of 
GEOFFREY WINTHROP YOUNG 
Geoffrey Winthrop Young was born in 

1876 and died in 1958. There is 
nothing particularly significant about the 
dates, except that they remind us how 
short the history of mountaineering still is 
in terms of a single human lifetime. Perhaps 
it is even a little strange to think that Young, 
who was largely responsible for the founda
tion of the B.M.C. and who knew Joe 
Brown and other climbers of that genera
tion, was proposed for membership of the 
Alpine Club by Sir Alfred Wills, whose 
ascent of the Wetterhorn in 1854 was 
regarded as historic and was long held to 
be the origin of the sport of mountaineering 
itself. 

Young's father, the third holder of an 
early nineteenth century baronetcy, was 
himself one of the Alpine pioneers with the 
first ascent of the Jungfrau from Wengern 
Alp to his credit; but in 1866 he had climbed 
Mont Blanc guideless with two of his 
brothers, one of whom was killed in an 
unlucky accident on the descent. In con
sequence, Sir George Young never climbed 
in the Alps again, but he remained an active 
lover of hill-walking; and it was probably 
due to him that British hills were later to 
play such a prominent part in Geoffrey 
Young's boyhood. 

In the days when there were only two 
political parties, Liberals and Conservatives, 
the Youngs were a strongly Liberal family . 
Unlike his father or his own two brothers, 
all of whom either tried for or actually won 
Liberal seats in Parliament, Geoffrey Young 
never contemplated a career in politics, for 
which he would have been entirely un
suited; but his sympathies were always 
liberal in the broader sense. He was inten
sely interested in ideas, books and people. 
Something of an aesthete, to judge by the 
early photograph of him in On High Hills, 
he attracted a highly talented group of 
intellectual friends, many of whom were 
his companions in Wales and some in the 
Alps. His actual career lay in the field of 
education. After going to Marlborough and 
Trinity College, Cambridge, he taught for a 
few years at Eton. In 1905 he joined the 
government service as an Inspector of 
Secondary Schools, which was his position 
during his great climbing years until just 
before the 1914 War. In the War, he served 
with distinction (winning both Belgian and 
Italian awards for gallantry) with ambu
lance units at Ypres and in Northern Italy, 
until he was seriously wounded in 1917, 
when he lost a leg. After the War, he became 
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an European Consultant to the Rockefeller 
Foundation; this was the period in which, 
although he was often abroad, he had a 
house at Cambridge and greatly influenced 
Cambridge climbers of the late 1920's. 
From 1932 to 1941 he was Reader in Com
parative Education at London University. 
He was one of the first people in this 
country to urge the value of open air 
adventure as an ingredient in education, 
and to support practical moves such as 
the establishment of the centre at White 
Hall or of the Outward Bound Trust. 

As a mountaineer, he has been described 
by Sir Arnold Lunn as standing in the same 
relationship to the decade before the First 

Superb Alpinist, Writer, Critic, 
Intellectual, Historian, Pundit, 
Educationalist, Politician, War 
Hero, Fixer, Socialite: all are 
titles to which Young could lay 
claim. Perhaps no man has been 
more influential in shaping the 
course of British climbing than 
he. Here David Cox briefly 
examines Young's long and active 
career. 

World War as did Whymper to the Golden 
Age or Mummery to the Silver Age of 
mountaineering. Such comparisons can 
only be true in a very general way and can
not be pressed too far. So far as Whymper's 
personality and approach are concerned, 
Geoffrey Young himself was much more 
historically correct in comparing Whymper 
with V. J.E. Ryan, whom he described as 
"the comet of the Alps" and his own 
"solitary rival" for five brilliant seasons be
tween 1903 and 1914. Yet, broadly, Lunn 
was right. Young's record of great ascents 
outshone even Ryan's: and, whereas Ryan 
is remembered for nothing else but his 
imperious personality and the climbs which 
he made (always with the Lochmatters) over 
a few short years, Young's influence on 
British mountaineering was exercised, and 
perhaps still is, in many other ways besides 
his extraordinary share in the advancement 
of Alpine standards sixty years ago. 

His first ascents in the Alps included (and 
there were many others): the Younggrat on 
the Breithorn; the East face of the Rimp
fischhorn; the East and the West faces of 
the Zina! Rothorn; no less than four new 
routes on the Weisshorn (as well as three 
first descents ofroutes previously ascended); 

the South face of the Taschhorn; the South
west face of the Dom; the South-east ridge 
of the Nesthorn (guideless); the West ridge 
of the Gspaltenhorn; and l'Isolee on the 
Peuteret ridge of Mont Blanc. In a period 
of exactly a fortnight in 1911 he made the 
following expeditions: August 6, attempt 
on the unclimbed East (Hirondelles) Ridge 
of the Grandes Jorasses direct from Cour
mayeur (21 ½ hours); August 9, first ascent 
of the Brouillard Ridge of Mont Blanc from 
the Col Emile Rey; August 11, first descent 
of the Hirondelles Ridge of the Grandes 
Jorasses (still, of course, not ascended); 
August 14, first ascent of the West Ridge of 
the Grandes Jorasses; August 19, first 
ascent of the Mer de Glace Face of the 
Grepon. It is worth remembering that in 
those days there was no Mont Blanc tunnel, 
no telepherique and no motor car. Among 
his failures - and this was before 1914 -
were the North Face of the Grandes 
Jorasses, the Furggen Ridge of the Matter
horn, the North Face of the Matterhorn 
and the North Face of the Dent Blanche. 

This list is highly incomplete, but it is 
enough to show what sort of mountaineer 
Young was. His expeditions were far ahead 
of their time and, so far as British climbers 
were concerned, they set standards in the 
Alps which were not exceeded for nearly 
forty years; between the Wars it was the 
height of most people's ambition to repeat 
one or two of his major routes. He was not 
of course alone in the kind of climbing he 
was doing; he attracted a group of friends, 
just as Mummery had - H. 0. Jones, C. D. 
Robertson, R . Todhunter, George Mallory 
and others, whose attitude was similar to 
his own, but among these he was undoub
tedly the leader. Only Ryan was entirely 
independent of Young's circle, except on 
the rare occasions when their paths crossed ; 
then they joined up. Admittedly many of 
Young's expeditions were made with 
guides; but many others were not, especially 
in his early years. This was rare in those 
days. Nothing is clearer from the most 
casual reading of On High Hills or Moun
tain Craft than that Young's mountaineer
ing ability was equal to that of all but the 
best guides of the day. Of all the climbs 
described in On High Hills, I can only think 
of the Knubel Chimney and the Knubel 
Crack on the Grepon and the fearsome roof 
(led by Franz Lochmatter) on the Tasch
horn which it would certainly have been 
beyond Young's powers to lead, and these 
pitches would have defeated all but a tiny 
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handful of guides at that time. The success 
of his famous partnership with Josef 
Knubel, which began in 1905, owed as 
much to Young as it did to Knubel, al
though their contributions were different, 
and Knubel's often quoted remark, "Herr 
Young was just as good in the mountains 
as I ever was", if it is partly a reflection of 
Knubel's modesty, may be accepted as not 
very far from the truth. Fast movement 
delighted Young, and he had immense 
stamina; he never, so far as I know, had 
an involuntary bivouac. 

The overwhelming impressions which On 
High Hills give are of the sheer pleasure 
which Geoffrey Young derived from 
mountains, and of the amount of climbing 
he was able to crowd in to a few weeks each 
summer. If he set formidable new standards 
in the Alps, this was a by-product of the 
sort of mountaineering he enjoyed; it did 
not seem to concern him at all. To take only 
one example of many: he and H. 0. Jones, 
having gone to the Dauphine to climb the 
Meije by its unclimbed South Face, decided 
when they got there to make the ordinary 
traverse because the ridge seemed the 
natural way in which the mountain was 
designed to be climbed. The fine climb was 
what mattered, not the first ascent; and in 
this instance, they made the entire traverse 
without bothering to put on the rope. 

The loss of his left leg on the Italian front 
in 1917 (ironically enough, it was in the 
Alps that he was wounded) meant a long, 
painful convalescence, and no return to the 
Alps for several years after the War. 
Gradually he started to walk and climb 
rocks again in North Wales and the Lakes; 
he experimented continuously with special 
designs and attachments for his artificial 
leg; and in 1927 he resumed climbing in the 
Alps - with an ascent of Monte Rosa. 
During the next few years he climbed the 
Wellenkuppe, the Weisshorn to within 
500ft. of the top, the Matterhorn, the.Petits 
Charmoz, the Requin, the Grepon and the 
Zina! Rothorn. So far as courage and 
physical endurance are concerned, this 
series of unbelievably laborious ascents, 
several of which took well over 24 hours of 
almost continuous going, was more re
markable than anything which Young 
achieved before 1914; no one with four 
sound limbs can imagine the effort which 
must have been involved, especially on 
snow and in the descent. Even more extra
ordinary is the fact that the first of these 
climbs was made when Young was over 50 
and the last in 1935, when he was nearly 59. 
Some idea of what they demanded is given 
by Mountains with a Difference, which 
Young wrote in 1951. He was driven to 
conclude, but only after eight years in 
which he had refused to admit it, that if 
physical movement had become a pure 
penance he must be vainly attempting to 
recapture something which was less im
portant than the mountains themselves. 

So much, in brief summary, for his actual 
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achievements in the Alps. The post-War 
climbs make a truly heroic personal post
script, but it was his career up to 1914 
which won him a reputation, on the con
tinent as well as at home, such as few other 
British mountaineers have enjoyed, and 
made him the leading figure of a moun
taineering era. But mountaineering eras do 
not last for ever, and already by 1930 or 
earlier continental climbers were setting 
new standards again. What is it, then, that 
makes Geoffrey Young something more 
than the pre-eminent figure of a short 
period which was abruptly interrupted by 
the 1914 War? For, as Wilfrid Noyce 
wrote, "what is most remarkable is that 
Geoffrey Young became a more, not less, 
impressive figure in mountaineering after he 
lost his leg". 

One factor was that Young was in the 
very front rank of mountain writers. Before 
the War, not much that he wrote had been 
published except for some of his poems, 
which were rightly hailed as the first true 
mountain poetry (as opposed to poetry 
written by an outsider about mountains). 
But his two best known books, Mountain 
Craft and On High Hills, appeared in the 
1920's. Utterly different sorts of book, one 
a mountaineering manual and the other a 
mountaineering autobiography, they were 
both written in Young's highly distinctive 
style, and their influence on the inter-War 
generations cannot easily be exaggerated. 
Mountain Craft, of which (in the original 
edition) Young was technically only the 
editor, although he wrote all the important 
chapters himself, was the first to appear - it 
had actually been ready for publication in 
1914. If one compares it with its predeces
sor, the Badminton Mountaineering volume 
of 1892, which enshrined the accepted 
doctrine at the time when Young was start
ing to climb, the difference is extraordinary; 
this is as much due to the originality of 
Young's thinking as to the novel range of 
his experience. He would have been the first 
to recognize that parts of Mountain Craft 
were bound to become dated, as of course 
they did; but it remains a remarkable book 
- not least, as Lunn pointed out, became it 
must be almost the only textbook in any 
sport which will continue to be worth read
ing as literature. On High Hills did not 
come out until 1927, partly no doubt be
cause of the almost fastidious care Young 
must have taken in writing it. It is perhaps 
a more 'literary' book than any other 
English mountaineering autobiography, 
and he evidently sought to achieve an al
most poetic vividness by selection of the 
evocative phrase or striking word. There is 
some analogy, although with huge differen
ces, between Geoffrey Young's manner of 
writing about the Alps and that of Menlove 
Edwards in describing Welsh rocks: each 
wrote with something much larger than 
technical description in mind, neither was 
concerned to emphasize the difficulty of the 
climbs they were describing, each used 
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words in a way which was unmistakably 
his own. Young's book follows no exact 
chronological sequence and hardly ever 
mentions a date; it is not a history of his 
climbs, but a distilled recollection of his 
intense enjoyment of mountains, written, 
as were his later poems, with a sharpened 
sense of vividness because of the tragedy of 
his being crippled and the knowledge that, · 

Above: Winthrop Young (seated) with his 
famous guide, Joseph Knubel: a photo taken 
during the period of their main alpine explora
tions. 

even if he ever returned to the Alps, he 
could not enjoy them in the same way as 
before. It quickly became a classic, and in 
the 1930's it made t~e same sort of impact 
on beginners, or even people who }}ad never 
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heard of climbing, as Whymper's Scrambles 
must have done when it appeared. 

Quotations from Young's descriptive 
writing could be taken almost at random; 
here are two, given simply as examples: 

[On the West Ridge of the Gspaltenhorn] 
"We looked down into the grisly, bottom
less cavity of the first gash. Opposite to 
us loomed the second tower, brindled, 
red-browed and menacing. One could 
snap a pebble on to it, but a wedge of 
eternity seemed to have been sandwiched 
between." 
[Emergency descent of the flank of the 
Teufelsgrat during a heavy electric storm] 
"When I read now in other records of 
exceptional feats of step-cutting, I make 
a mental reservation in favour of 
Knubel's hurricane-hitting on that de
scent. His axe vibrated to and fro rather 
than swung, with the continuous rattle of 
a woodpecker calling. The ice-notches 
and snow-steps unrolled beneath our feet 
like a stair-carpet. Down, down we came, 
out of the gloomy inferno over the spit
fire crest. The crudded wrack of cloud 
grew yellower on the wall about us, 
winnowing out round our ankles; until 
at last we looked down its hem upon the 
deep-lying glacier." 
In comparing Geoffrey Young to Whym

per and Mummery, Lunn went on to make 
the point that, like them, Young owes his 
fame as much to his books as to his climbs. 
The range of his literary gifts was indeed 
remarkable and was unapproached by that 
of any contemporary mountaineer. I have 
not mentioned, or only alluded to, much 
else of what he wrote - his later poems, his 
two later books, Mountains with a Difference 
and The Grace of Forgetting, his numerous 
important articles which contain brilliant 
portraits of early climbers, or even his 
earliest work, The Roof Climber's Guide to 
Trinity (College, Cambridge.) It was once 
more Arnold Lunn, himself a gifted and 
prolific mountain writer and a close, but 
not uncritical, friend of Young's, who paid 
him the tribute, "Few men exercised greater 
influence on mountaineering through the 
medium of the written word"; or again, 
"No other mountaineer has written with 
outstanding distinction of mountain sce
nery, mountain adventure and mountain 
history, and has also been acclaimed for his 
interpretation of mountaineering in poetry". 

In quite a different context, Lunn once 
suggested that many mountaineers of dis
tinction would be far better known today 
if they had been able to write better, and 
that in that event some famous figures like 
Mummery (and presumably Young) would 
not have stood out from their contempora
ries as conspicuously as they do. "The pen," 
he wrote, "is mightier than the ice-axe." 
There may be some truth in this slightly 
cynical view. As it happens, Young's 
'solitary rival' of that epoch, V. J. E. Ryan, 
was so far from being a master of the pen 
that he never recorded his climbs, let alone 

wrote a book about them; nor, incidentally, 
did Ryan even carry an ice-axe, expecting 
his guides to do that sort of work for him. 
But it would have been extraordinary if 
one generation could have produced two 
mountaineers as great as Geoffrey Young 
who could write as well as he did. 

All the same, there have been other moun
taineers who have also written memorable 
books. What singled Young out, apart from 
his writings and his climbs, and gave him 
an almost unique position in the last forty 
years of his life, is harder to pin down. As 
Wilfrid Noyce said, "he became important 
as an inspiration, an organizer, an influence 
- it is impossible to find the right word". In 
the inter-War years, which are the earliest 
time from which most of us can remember 
him, he was a striking figure with the 
appearance, and perhaps some of the man
nerisms in speech or dress, of the highly 
cultivated late Victorian intellectual - which 
indeed he was. I am not sure what sort of a 
picture that conjures up today; certainly an 
utterly misleading one if it suggests that he 
was out of touch with younger climbers or 
modern developments. No one appreciated 
better than he did the value of traditions 
when they were worth preserving, but no 
one realized more clearly, or constructively, 
that traditions must not be allowed to be
come an obstacle to change when change 
had become necessary. He was nearly al
ways ahead of his contemporaries in appre
ciating, or foreseeing, the consequences for 
mountaineering of external things which 
were bound to affect it, ranging from the 
social changes resulting from two World 
Wars to the obvious practical effects of the 
arrival of the motor car. Such things had to 
be accepted and planned for. It is very rarely 
that someone of Young's intellectual stature 
devotes so much thought to the future of 
the sport. 

In the remainder of this article, it is worth 
looking at some examples of Young's 

forward-looking attitude, which was evident 
almost from the outset of his career. 

At the time when he was elected to the 
A.C., the club's prestige was enormous and 
its authority was accepted in mountaineer
ing circles everywhere, including the con
tinent or countries as remote as New 
Zealand. But already a phenomenon had 
occurred within the A.C. which, because it 
was happening for the first time, was 
probably not so easy to recognize as it was 
when it cropped up again thirty years later 
in the days of Colonel Strutt. The A.C. had 
developed an 'establishment', which was all 
the more powerful because its members 
were the pioneers of the epic days in the 
'sixties and 'seventies - men who had had 
formidable records of achievement and 
enterprise in their own day. Several factors 
made the beliefs of this group less unreason
able than they might seem nowadays, and 
Young himself evidently liked and admired 
the individuals who composed it. The things 

which were basic to the establishment posi
tion of the late 1890's can, none of them, 
have been self-evidently wrong at that time. 
The club was called the Alpine Club, and it 
existed to climb in the Alps; if it did not 
divorce itself from the exploration of other 
ranges, that was an interesting sideline for 
some of its members and not what it was 
the club's purpose to do. Since the climbing 
of the last great virgin peak, the Dent du 
Geant, in 1882, Alpine exploration was 
reckoned to be complete, or very nearly so. 
The greater ridges or faces were already 
established as classic climbs, and anything 
new could only be an inferior route or stunt 
variation. And if the A.C. was Alpine, it 
was also a club, with everything that that 
implied - a body of like-minded men who 
enjoyed mighty physical effort, but who 
equally liked to relax in each other's com
pany afterwards at a comfortable hotel in 
one of the well known centres like Grindel
wald or Zermatt. They had no mind to be
come an organized national body like the 
great continental clubs. Scrambling in 
British hills was not disapproved of; but it 
was hardly noticed that home climbing had 
begun to develop in its own right. Above 
all, perhaps, it was felt that the wide ex
perience of the pioneers who now consti
tuted the club's senior membership had 
established once and for all what the canons 
of sound mountaineering practice in the 
Alps should be. In this respect, the A.C. 
felt a genuine sense of responsibility; who 
else was there but itself to see that younger 
climbers were made aware of what was 
right and wrong? 

To these attitudes, Mummery's climbs 
had been an implicit challenge, and his 
writings had questioned them openly. 
Mummery's brilliance had attracted men 
like Slingsby, Hastings and Collie, but he 
himself had died on Nanga Parbat in 1895, 
and his former companions were now 
mainly active in other ranges. When Young 
came on the scene, anyone who was doing 
the sort of climbs he started to do after a 
few seasons had to be tactful about them 
when talking to his seniors in the club. 
Mummery had only been elected at the 
second attempt, probably because he defied 
its mountaineering, not its social, conven
tions; and, as Young was later to record, 
V. J. E. Ryan, who was neither tactful nor 
conciliatory, was never admitted to the 
club at all despite his outstanding record. 

Young, on the other hand, was duly 
elected to the A.C., in 1900, under the 
august sponsorship of Sir Alfred Wills, and 
there is no reason to suppose that he was 
not a very acceptable candidate. He had 
hardly yet emerged as anything more than 
a promising young alpinist, and he did not 
set about immediately challenging the things 
which he found old-fashioned in the club. 
He in fact greatly valued his membership of 
it, and continued to do so all his life. Fairly 
soon, however, he began to work for 
practical reforms of a kind with which other 
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clubs have later become familiar - increas
ing the proportion of elected to official 
members of the committee, tightening of 
the mountaineering qualifications for mem
bership, modernizing the standards and 
outlook of the A.J. (a much needed step) by 
pressing for the appointment of Percy 
Farrar as assistant, and later, joint editor. 
These were important changes in their day, 
especially the last, although they may not 
seem very radical now. At the same time, 
his own climbs year after year were showing 
how antiquated some of the approved 
canons had become. He did not directly 
challenge these, but simply climbed in the 
way he enjoyed - which opened up new 
vistas to anyone who wanted to see them, 
as just a few of his contemporaries did. 

But Young was not concerned only with 
the Alpine Club, or even the Alps. The turn 
of the century was a period when, after fifty 
years or so of barely perceptible progress, 
the British hills and British rock-climbing 
were suddenly coming into a new perspec
tive. The A.C., with its rather blinkered 
concern to remain strictly Alpine and 
strictly a club, averted its eyes from these 
developments almost completely; by 1900, 
the time was already past when it might 
have turned itself into something akin to 
the C.A.F. or the S.A.C., as Young thought 
it should have done. He himself was al
ready one of the founder members of the 
newly established Climbers' Club when he 
joined the A.C. One or two locally based 
clubs such as the Yorkshire Ramblers were 
already in existence, and it must have been 
fairly clear that, with the British hills fast 
becoming mountaineering areas in their 
own right, regional clubs would soon start 
to multiply. With petrol transport still in 
its infancy, it was natural to expect that 
these clubs would each be centred on its 
own hill district. The Climbers' Club was 
founded with the idea that there was a need 
at a very early stage for some kind of 
national organization embracing the re
gional clubs as independent 'sections'. 
Since the A.C. had rejected that role, it was 
necessary to form an English Climbing Club 
to take it on instead. In fact, the C.C. soon 
forgot its original purpose, which neither 
the majority of its members nor the few 
existing clubs were prepared to accept; but 
Young and a small minority continued for 
some years to protest that the club had 
been founded in order to become the hub 
of a loose federation of English clubs, not 
just another club itself. It is typical of 
Young's far-sightedness that he was strong
ly aware of the need for such an organiza
tion when British clubs were still in their 
infancy, and most of them not yet born. 

His own love for the mountains was 
acquired as a boy in the hills of Ireland, 
Wales and the Lake District. He had done 
much walking, and later rock-climbing, 
before his first season in the Alps. This 
approach, which was later to become the 
normal one, was unusual in those days, 
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when the home mountains were still mostly 
thought of as off-season practice grounds 
for skills already acquired in the Alps. The 
fact that Young was as passionate a lover 
of the British hills as he was of the Alps 
meant that all his life he was concerned 
with mountaineering developments at home 
- the view which he took of the original 
function of the C.C. is only one instance of 
this. 

A large part of his influence in the pre-
1914 period was a result of the famous 
parties (a later generation would have called 
them unofficial meets) which he organized 
every year at Christmas or Easter, or both, 
at Pen-y-Pass. In the days when there were 
no Club huts and no motor cars, these 
gatherings, which were larger than the 
average Club meet today, represented al
most all the climbing which was being done 
in Wales, with the exception of the activity 
of a few people like Archer Thomson who 
lived in the area. To these meetings Geoffrey 
Young invited an apparently inexhaustible 
number of friends, many of them brilliant 
intellectuals; some of them hill-walkers or 
beginners, others people of immense pro
mise, like Mallory or Herford, others again 
of already established reputation, such as 
Cecil Slingsby, whose daughter Eleanor (a 
distinguished mountaineer herself) was 
later to become the hostess to the P-y-P 
occasions as Geoffrey Young's wife, or 
Percy Farrar, who quickly became a con
vert to Welsh rock-climbing after thirty 
years spent exclusively in the Alps. The 
Universities, which in those days meant 
Oxford and Cambridge (and, for Young, 
Cambridge rather more than Oxford), were 
largely represented. These Pen-y-Pass par
ties continued for many years after the War 
- the first ascent of Longland's was made 
by a combined P-y-P and Rucksack Club 
rope, with Geoffrey Young watching from 
below. They were sociable as well as climb
ing occasions, but in the pre-1914 period 
they played a major part in training begin
ners and increasing the number of good 
leaders, and in breaking down the prejudice 
against British rock-climbing for its own 
sake. 

Geoffrey Young did not lose interest in 
the Climbers' Club because it had failed to 
become the national organization he had 
wanted it to be. From 1907, in one capacity 
or another, he was an active member of its 
committee continuously for twenty years. 
He was the first to see that, if it was to be a 
successful club rather than the centre of a 
federation, it must acquire some sort of 
local roots; and it was largely as a by
product of his Pen-y-Pass parties, all 
promising male members of which were 
pressed into membership of the C.C., that 
North Wales became the area with which 
the club was particularly associated. How 
close the links were between the C.C. and 
Pen-y-Pass is evident from the C.C. Jour
nals of 1912-14, in which there is hardly a 
contribution by anybody who was not one 

of Young's Pen-y-Pass circle. A little earlier 
than this, the C.C. committee had decided 
to publish the first detailed rock-climbing 
guides - a decision which might now be 
described as epoch-making. Geoffrey 
Young's role in this was again characteristic. 
He sympathized strongly with the view that 
guidebooks would destroy the pleasure of 
exploration; "the clearer the description," 
he wrote, "the more complete must be the 
disappearance of the fun of finding and of 
the mountaineering value of working out 
one's own route". But he became convinced 
that, with the increasing popularity of the 
sport and in the interests of safety, this loss 
must be accepted - "it was too late to turn 
back the clock". His influence was decisive, 
especially in winning Archer Thomson 
around to the same view (and even persuad
ing him to take a major share in writing the 
first two guides). As editor of the series, he 
had a large hand in laying down the 
principles which should be followed. If the 
guides to Lliwedd and the Ogwen district 
now seem more than a little old-fashioned, 
this - so far as the style of description is 
concerned - is because Young as well as 
the authors, in yielding to a development 
which they saw was necessary, were anxious 
to destroy as little as possible of the old 
romantic atmosphere in doing so. There is 
a fascinating historical note about all this 
by Young at the beginning of Menlove 
Edwards's 1939 Lliwedd guide which super
seded Archer Thomson's. 

The loss of his leg, of course, ruled Young 
out from the early Everest expeditions, of 
which otherwise he would have been the 
most obvious member. He had become 
President of the C.C. in 1913 and, because 
of the War, which practically suspended the 
club, he continued as President until 1920. 
He was much involved with the efforts to 
revive it after the War, and although the 
acquisition of Helyg a little later was mainly 
the work of Herbert Carr he had a hand in 
planning that new departure. But he was 
mainly thinking of broader issues, especially 
the need for a council of mountaineering 
clubs to organize "what looked like becom
ing a clamour of isolated clubs and a chaos 
of hill-climbing grounds and conditions". 
He also saw the proliferation of club 
journals as both tiresome and wasteful, and 
wanted the clubs to combine in the issue of 
a single worth-while journal. However, the 
campaign which he launched outside the 
C.C. on these points failed to gain enough 
support. 

After he came off the C.C. Committee 
and until the outbreak of the 1939 War, 
Young's direct influence on mountaineering 
developments was much less in evidence. 
These were the years in which official 
opinion, as represented by Colonel Strutt, 
was utterly condemning new continental 
ideas and techniques, and it is interesting to 
speculate what comments Young would 
have made had he been in Strutt's position 
as editor of the A .J. Few senior figures were 



Above: A Pen-y-Pass group in 1907. The three 
men on the right are Winthrop Young (back), 
Percy Farrer (middle) and J. M. Archer Thom
son (front). Oscar Eckenstein sits in front of 
them (smoking pipe), and George Mallory is the 
young man (smiling) in the centre of the group. 
Photo: A. W. Andrews 

as much 'in touch' as Young was: a great 
many of the leading young British climbers 
owed a lot to his friendship and advice, and 
at the same time, through knowing them, 
he knew what the new generation was doing 
and thinking. Given positive encourage
ment by Young, it is possible that this 
generation would not have left the 'last 
great problems' of the 'thirties entirely to 
continental climbers; but there was too 
much in the attacks on the Eigerwand or 
the Jorasses with which Young did not 
sympathize. For one thing, he hated nation
alism, which undoubtedly was an element 
in the competition for the great North faces; 
for another, mountaineering accidents of 
any kind always appalled him, let alone the 
toll of deaths which mounted annually on 
the Eigerwand. But, more fundamentally, 
and in this respect Arnold Lunn thought 
he was "hovering on the frontier of 
pseudo-mysticism", he believed that there 
was an ideal or even spiritual relationship 
between climber and mountain which 
could be destroyed by a wrong attitude of 
mind, and certainly would be, if mechanical 
aids on any extensive scale were introduced. 
His own one-legged ascents, which were 
made in this period, had led him to the con
clusion that, when mountains had so much 
more to offer, the overcoming of physical 
challenge was something which could loom 
disproportionately large; and he profoundly 
believed that the true objects of moun
taineering were being lost sight of when it 

became necessary to treat the ascent of a 
route as an assault or a siege. 

This, then, was one issue on which 
Young, instead of being a prophet of 
change, was a strong upholder of existing 
tradition. If he had been editor of the A.J. 
instead of Strutt, we know where his 
sympathies would have lain; but we may 
at least be fairly sure that the case would 
have been maintained by rational argument, 
not by bigoted ex cathedra pronounce
ments, and that the journal would not have 
merited Langland's horribly true comment 
that it "too often appeared in the role of a 
shocked and censorious maiden aunt". 

Young's Presidency of the A.C. (1941-3) 
fell in the middle years of the Second War 
when what had been happening in the Alps 
during the 'thirties became for the time 
being unimportant. With hardly any climb
ing going on even at home and with the end 
of the War not yet in sight, most Presidents 
might have found that there was very little 
to do. Young stimulated whatever Club 
activities were possible, including occa
sional meets in the Lakes and Wales (which 
he had always felt the A.C. should have 
held); but he took a much wider view of 
his duties than merely to keep the club 
alive. Briefly, he was at last in a position 
where he could do something about what 
he had believed in for nearly fifty years - in 
fact, ever since he had tried to organize a 
protest against the building of the Snowdon 
railway and discovered that no unified body 
existed which could speak with authority 
for British mountaineers as a whole. 

The various reasons for which he had 
believed such an organization necessary in 
the past had become more powerful with 
the passage of time, and for Geoffrey 
Young they were reinforced by several 

other converging lines of thought. In the 
first place, as President of the A.C., it was 
his business to consider with the committee 
what should be the future of the club; and 
he was driven to the conclusion that, while 
it had a great historic past, and a social 
tradition as a club which he did not want to 
destroy, it had made a fundamental mistake 
in always divorcing itself from British 
climbing as such, and was in danger of be
coming a museum piece. This could only 
be averted if it used its still considerable 
prestige to give a lead to other clubs. 
Secondly, his view of the pre-War con
tinental trends in the Alps, which has been 
alluded to, was not a negative one; he 
believed that there was a distinctive British 
tradition in mountaineering which needed 
to be defended and was not vested solely in 
the A.C. And, finally, he foresaw that the 
social changes which would follow the end 
of the War would lead to a vast increase in 
the number of people wanting to climb, 
especially in the British hills: apart from 
this being inevitable, it was a development 
which, as an educational thinker who had 
long shared the progressive ideas of Kurt 
Hahn, he welcomed and wanted to help. 

After eighteen months of memoranda 
and committee work in the A.C. and much 
sounding of opinion outside it, the stage had 
been reached by the end of Young's term 
as President when representatives of the 
leading clubs were shortly going to meet 
under the chairmanship of his successor; 
and by the end of 1944 the British Moun
taineering Council had actually come into 
existence. If it was to be a long time before 
it developed into the effective body that 
Young hoped it would become, this was 
partly because of the death in the Alps of 
its immensely energetic first secretary, John 
Barford, in 1947. Many people besides 
Young, and of these Barford stands out 
particularly, had had a part in the B.M.C. 's 
foundation; but if any one man is to be 
considered its originator it must be Geoffrey 
Young, who had always urged the need for 
it and whose far-sightedness ensured that 
the problem was tackled before the post
War climbing explosion actually arrived. 

At the age of 81, a few months before his 
death, Young gave a farewell paper to the 
A.C. It was a vigorous and moving restate
ment of the mountaineering values he had 
stood for all his life, and a plea to the new 
generation (which he had seen crowding the 
Llanberis pass the previous Easter) never to 
lose sight of the essentials; what mattered 
was "that feeling for mountains without 
which no man is a mountaineer". This was 
not a bad last message, coming from a man 
who, more than most, had some title to 
speak. 
SUMMARY 
A study of the climbing, the writing and the 
political activities of one of Britain's most 
distinguished and influencial climbers. 
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Snowdon toll ? 
Park spokesman criticizes 
climbers. 

Having barely recovered from the agita
tion caused by the proposed 'Snowdonia 
forms', mountain-lovers reacted strongly 
when it was announced recently that 
Snowdonia National Park had approved a 
proposal to charge visitors for walking or 
climbing on Snowdon. Irate letters flew to 
the press, gloomy leaders were written 
forecasting turnstiles and peaked caps, the 
B.M.C. protested to the Countryside Com
mission and the National Park Authorities, 
and the Ramblers' Association vehemently 
declared that it was "implacably opposed 
to charging for access to rights of way". 

This spontaneous reaction was regarded 
by the National Park Authorities as both 
hysterical and misguided. The recom
mendation to impose charges was made 
after they had studied the findings of the 
recent Snowdonia Summit Report, and the 
proposed charges at present centre around 
car-parking facilities. The car-parks serving 
Snowdon's paths are variously owned, but 
the National Park is hoping to gain control 
over all of them. Already, it owns the one 
at Rhyd Ddu, is in process of taking over 
the one at Pen-y-Pass, and is negotiating 
for the Snowdon Ranger one; it also owns 
many of the lay-bys around Snowdon. 
Apparently, the proposals do not yet in
clude charges for walkers arriving without 
cars. There has been talk of a leaflet to be 
on sale to walkers at car-parks, but whether 
purchase of this would be compulsory or 
included in the car-park charge is not clear; 
if it is obligatory, it could be interpreted as 
constituting a permit. Finally, overnight 
parking will not be allowed. 

The National Parks of England and 
Wales come under the wing of the Country
side Commission, by whom they are par
tially financed . Within loose policy guide
lines laid down by the Commission, each 
National Park is managed by an autono
mous board, usually under the auspices of 
the local county council or councils. 
Snowdonia National Park Committee, for 
example, is structurally a part of Gwynedd 
County Council, and two-thirds of its 
members are the elected representatives of 
the people of Gwynedd. With the coming 
of a Welsh Assembly, it is anticipated that 
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there will be a separate Welsh Countryside 
Commission. Even so, as G. Rhys Edwards, 
S.N.P.'s Information Officer, points out, the 
Commission's role will still be an advisory 
one only: "It would be an illusion to 
suppose that the Countryside Commission 
runs the Snowdonia National Park. The 
Park Committee is answerable only to the 
County Council." 

Last June, the Sandford Committee 
Report was published. Amongst other 
things, it recommended that there should 

Audrey Salkeld and Ken Wilson 
investigate three areas of growing 
political concern that could in
fluence British climbing in the 
late seventies. 

be wider planning control and more finance 
for the National Parks, with a view to 
enhancing their amenity value. So far, 
however, no legislation has followed. 

Designation of an area as a National 
Park comes as a mixed blessing to its 
inhabitants. Many see it as a charter for 
outsiders to come in and disrupt their way 
of life. This feeling is particularly strong 
among the Welsh hill communities which, 
already depopulated, are struggling hard to 
preserve their national identity and lan
guage. Hill-farming is very much a part of 
this threatened culture. On the other hand, 
members of the general public feel, not 
unnaturally, that a National Park is there 
to be enjoyed, although it is not generally 
appreciated that so much of the Parkland 
is still privately owned, and that access 
routes invariably cross this private land. 

The S.N.P. Officer is Hywel Roberts, but 
for the most part he maintains a low 
profile and it is Rhys Edwards, the Infor
mation Officer, who gives and takes the 
stick of publicity. His sympathies are 
unwaveringly for the local inhabitants and 
their right to live and work without intru
sion. Since as an employee of the National 
Park he can hardly discourage visitors, he 
seeks to educate them in the way they may 
enjoy the National Park - and in his view 
this really boils down to just looking at it. 
Not that he would concede that Snow
donia is an area of natural beauty. It 
depends, he says, on what you mean by 
'natural'. The area has been grazed for 

centuries - it is man made. Only the outline 
of the Horseshoe is natural, the rest owes 
its form to the people who work on it. "We 
take it as an insult that it should be thought 
of as a wilderness area." Neither the 
Countryside Commission nor Sandford 
really appreciate this, he says, and they go 
on talking about preserving 'unspoilt 
beauty'. This is nonsense - rural life is the 
vitality of the area. 

Climbers generally, and the B.M.C. in 
particular, are not among Rhys Edwards's 
favourites: "It is time they (the climbers) 
were shocked into a re-assessment of their 
philosophy and the rights they claim. They 
must come down from their cloud and face 
up to rural realities. To claim, as a B.M.C. 
Official did the other day, that the moun
taineer has a right to the untrammelled 
freedom of the hills is probably the reason 
why nobody loves a climber." In previous 
press dialogues, he has accused the B.M.C. 
of issuing "idealistic advice" and he said 
that "the organization of the sport is at a 
very primitive level where agreement on 
access and conservation of its resources is 
concerned. It is on a par with a gang of 
small boys playing football on the local 
farmer's meadow without permission, but 
tolerated until they make a nuisance of 
themselves and are summarily packed off 
and told to play elsewhere." 

Access is obviously the hub of all the 
difficulties. It was a strong factor in the 
matter of the controversial forms, and it 
grieves the S.N.P. that it was not a point 
considered by the Snowdon Summit con
sultants. Sandford has recommended that 
to ease access difficulties more land in the 
National Parks should be purchased for the 
public. The Vaynol Estate - fifteen square 
miles in the heart of the area - did come 
into public ownership in 1967. But it is now 
in the process of being sold back to tenant 
farmers . This would seem to run counter to 
current thinking. However, a clause re
quiring the return of the land was written 
into the original purchase, so in reality it 
was not a real purchase at all, but just a 
holding measure against development. 

But what about the money to be levied 
from walkers? Rhys Edwards : "The 
Countryside Commission will be asked for 
the estimated £95,000 required for the foot
path reinstatement proposed in the Summit 
Report. After that, we must find something 



like £13,500 a year to keep the paths in 
good repair. This is what walkers will be 
asked to pay for." 

Nationalism has been blamed for the 
attitudes encountered by climbers in 
Snowdonia. This is obviously too simple an 
assessment of the case, but it would be 
naive to dismiss nationalism altogether. 
With the expected advent of an independent 
Welsh Countryside Commission and Welsh 
Sports Council, the B.M.C. will have its 
voice diluted in Welsh affairs. Anticipating 
this, the B.M.C. is planning to amalgamate 
its North and South Wales Committees 
into one Welsh Committee. At the same 
time, however, an independent Welsh 
Mountaineering Council, viewed by the 
B.M.C. as a pirate body, is being sought by 
Hugh Roberts, the young Schools and 
Youth Liaison Officer for the Snowdonia 
National Park. "Devolution is fashionable 
right now," he says, "and we would like to 
see a Welsh Mountaineering Council that 
is truly representative. Nothing extreme, 
but with a voice for all mountaineers in
cluding those Scout Groups and Educa
tionalists who are not catered for by the 
B.M.C." He adds: "Most climbers in our 
hills are not Welsh-born and we welcome 
them, but at the same time it is my wish to 
foster support for mountaineering within 
the principality too. It would be nice to see 
Welsh climbers on the highest summits of 
the world". For his proposed Welsh 
Mountaineering Council, Hugh Roberts 
has canvassed support from local council
lors and Welsh dignitaries, as well as the 
Welsh Sports Council and established 
mountaineering figures such as Chris Briggs 
and Showell Styles. He has also sought 
advice from the Mountaineering Councils 
of Scotland and Ireland, but, wary perhaps 
after the reception he received when he 
produced his controversial dossier of forms 
for youth parties in Snowdonia, he has 
refrained from approaching either B.M.C. 
headquarters or its relevant Area Com
mittees with his plans and grievances. It is 
emphasized by all S.N.P. personnel that 
Hugh Roberts is acting on his own in this. 

Below: S.N.P.'s Hugh Roberts (left) and G. 
Rhys Edwards (right) - seeking greater controls? 
Photo: Snowdonia National Park 

It is unconnected with any S.N.P. policy or 
activity, although at the same time Rhys 
Edwards warns: "It is my honest convic
tion that it would be wise of the B.M.C. to 
tread very warily in North Wales". 

There is no doubt that the National 
Parks are beginning to shout back at the 
public. Climbers interpret this as vibrations 
preceding increased bureaucracy. Words 
like 'control' and 'management' call to 
mind much that is deplorable in the 
American National Parks (restrictions on 
duration of camping and such arbitrary 
rules as 'No climbing when there is snow 
on the rock'). For this reason, the B.M.C. 
is standing four-square against all forms of 
mandatory permit systems, vetting, and so 
on, and advocates a principle of voluntary 
co-operation only. Rejecting the proposed 
Snowdon charges, the B.M.C. has said that 
it will co-operate in any national 'Save 
Snowdon Fund'. (It will be recalled that 
climbers have been generous in the past: 
Great Gable was purchased for the 
National Trust by climbers as a memorial 
to mountaineers who died in the First 
World War.) 

What has particularly alarmed the 
B.M.C. is Snowdonia's 'go-it-alone' ten
dencies. To take action on the Snowdonia 
Summit Report, which was produced as a 
consultative document, without waiting for 
reactions to come in; to propose unila
terally to set up a Welsh Mountaineering 
Council - these are the actions that rankle. 

Hunt Report meets strong 
opposition from militant 
educationalists. 

The recently released Hunt Report on 
Mountain Training, which has caused con
siderable discussion in mountaineering and 
educational circles, and has also led to 
some surprising reactions from other 
sectors of the establishment. 

The Hunt Committee was set up by the 
B.M.C. to make an urgent and thorough 
review of mountain training. This was in 
response to a growing concern about some 
of the more extreme manifestations of 
certification and the formalized approach 
to mountain training. Lord Hunt's Com
mittee had twelve members representing a 
broad spectrum of interested bodies and 
areas of opinion (see box). The committee 
studied the problem in depth and found 
that there was indeed cause for concern 
about some of the recent trends in moun
tain training. Various reforms were advo
cated, designed to protect the fundamental 
values of the sport itself, whilst still pro
viding guidance to educators wishing to 
introduce their pupils to mountaineering. 

Probably the Hunt Committee's most 
important proposal is that the certifica
tion element in the Mountain Leadership 
training programme should be abandoned, 
leaving just the course of instruction 
(possibly renamed the Hillcraft Leader's 
Course) as a basic package of information 

and advice for the use of inexperienced 
teachers who wish to buttress their know
ledge. It is felt that the M.L.C., originally 
conceived as a very basic and minimal 
standard, has led to the development of a 
dangerous over-confidence among the 
holders, headmasters and educational au
thorities: there is evidence of a belief that 
competence is held only by those who hold 
the qualification. Many experienced clim
bers have been irked by the chore of having 
to take such a basic test, and it is also 
believed that the M.L.C. is held by many 
other people who cannot be considered 
experienced in any normal sense. It is hoped 
that the proposed reforms will not only lead 
to a more enlightened attitude towards the 
responsibility of mountain leadership by 
those in authority, but will also protect the 
traditional forms of mountain training 
which are increasingly being threatened by 
the atmosphere of regulation and forma
lization that the M.L.C. has generated. 

The Hunt Committee endorsed the view 
that the character of the sport is being 
distorted by well-meant but naive develop
ments in education: 

"We are concerned by the extent to 
which training in the mountain skills has 
led to methodology in teaching, to 
structured and formalized programmes 
... and to strict codes of procedure ... 
We feel justified in warning against de
veloping these trends too far, in the 
interests of essential spontaneity, freedom 
and initiative which are included in [the 
sport's] basic tenets; mountaineering 
should not be reduced to a stereotype 
through equipment, techniques and rules 
to be applied indiscriminately. They in
hibit progression and inculcate false 
lessons." 

The report concludes that, if the character 
of the sport is to be protected, the B.M.C., 
as the representative body of the climbing 
world, should adopt a guiding role over the 
broad policies of the M.L. T.B. (but not the 
detailed organization). 

Climbers who have studied the report 
have in the main welcomed its findings. 
News of the Hunt proposals has not so far 
percolated through to the rank and file, 
partly because the report itself seems to 
have suffered from erratic distribution. 
Tedious though climbing politics are, clim
bers should spare a few minutes to study 
the report and consider its findings, if only 
to give the B.M.C. the confidence it needs 
for the action required to implement it. 
There are some in the climbing world who 
prefer to turn their backs on educational 
programmes, offering no guidance or assis
tance; others feel that if this schism is 
allowed to develop, the influence of the 
educationalists could eventually grow so 
great that traditional climbing will be 
swamped with certificates, regulations and 
new generations of safety-conscious, rule
obeying recruit'S. 

Although many educationalists support 
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the moderate proposals of the Hunt Report, 
seeing them as reforms necessary to keep 
the climbing world unified, there is also a 
large militant faction that wishes to pre
serve the status quo. Basically, their policy 
can be summed up in such terms as "Hands 
off", "Leave education to the educationa
lists", "The B.M.C. has no business inter
fering in education". These views found 
strong expression at the recent M.L.T.B. 
Conference at Bewerley Park, in Yorkshire. 

Despite a thorough examination of the 
issues by the Hunt Committee, and the fact 
that the committee's membership repre
sented a broad spectrum of experience, the 
predominant view at Bewerley Park was 
that the Hunt Committee was a biased 
elitist group, and that the educational con
troversy had been artificially contrived. 
Many educationalists seem to believe that 
the climbing world is not concerned about 
their activities, and that the current dispute 
has been engineered by a few interfering 
hot-heads. The teachers, centre wardens, 
instructors, educationalists and bureaucrats 
who attended the Bewerley Park Conference 
therefore expressed themselves as being 
against the main Hunt reforms. 

Mr. G. Rhys Edwards also attended the 
conference and circulated a critical paper 
on the Hunt Report. His comments, which 
apparently represent the views of the Snow
donia National Park Authorities, are 
reproduced below so that both moun
taineers and educationalists can gauge the 
extent of the S.N.P.'s interest in the affairs 
of the mountaineering world: 

" . . ... The Report's premises, research 
and conclusions are somewhat disturbing 
and should be considered very carefully 
by those organizations involved in the 
use of the mountains for educational 
purposes. 
The premises, which have already been 
accepted by the Management Committee 
of the B.M.C., are that mountaineering 
should be pursued as a matter of spon
taneous personal choice and that a basic 
element is the presence of serious risk and 
the freedom to court these risks. So it is 
difficult to see how education authorities 
and other organizations responsible for 
the training, conduct and safety of 
children in mountainous areas can be 
free to introduce the young in their care 
to a sport which is so defined. I would 
suggest that the aims and objects of 
youth party leaders in mountainous 
areas are different and should in no way 
be influenced by a philosophy of the 
sport which may possibly be the legiti
mate aspiration of members of climbing 
clubs but certainly not of youth and 
school parties. The teaching profession 
should be free to make use of th~ skills 
and techniques of expert climbers but 
should be careful to set up its own 
standards and training procedures rather 
than allow the B.M.C. to take them over 
as they are so clearly prepared to do. 
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THE B.M.C. SUB-COMMITTEE FOR 
MOUNTAIN TRAINING 
LORD HUNT Sometime Sold ier. Secretary of Du ke 
of Edinburgh's Award Scheme. Head of Army 
M ountain Training (during War Years). Original 
member of the M.L.T.B .. Chairman of Parole Board. 
Noted Expedition Leader. Clubs: AC. CC. FRCC. 
Karabiner. 
TOM PRICE Dean of Students at Bing ley Col lege of 
Education. Sometime Teacher. Naval Officer. 
Warden of Eskdale Ou tward Bound School, Advise r 
in Socia l Ed ucation to West Ri ding Educ. Au th. 
Original and present member of M.L.T.B .. member of 
Plas-y-Brenin Management Committee. Clubs: 
FR CC and Wayfare rs. 
MIKE BANKS Writer and Expeditioner. Sometime 
M ari ne Officer, Head of Cliff Assau lt Wing of Roya l 
M ari ne Commando, MA Instru ctor. M ilitary Attache/ 
Wash ington. Clubs: AC. CC. A MA 
CHARLES BURNUP Education Adviser to Kent 
Educ. Au th. Sportsman and P. E. Expert. Club: Ken t 
Teachers M.A. 
WILF BUTT Educationalist. Deputy Director of 
Education for Liverpoo l. Club: CC. 
BRIG. JACK MARCHANT Soldie r. Head of Army 
M oun ta in Trai ning. Member of M.L.T.B. Club: 
Rucksack. 
LYN NOBLE Teacher. Warden of Wh iteha ll Centre. 
Sometime Chief Instructor at Ghyll Head Centre. 
Member of M .L.T.B. Club: Rucksack. 
BOB PETTIGREW Teacher. Adviser in Outdoor 
Pursu its to Hants Educ. Auth. Sometime M.A. 
Instru ctor. Member of M.L.T.B. Clubs: Oread. A.C. 
CHRIS RADCLIFFE Businessman. Instructed at 
T.I. Centre. Leadi ng Alpinist (climbed Eigerwand) . 
Clubs: Ore ad. ACG. 
GORDON (SPEEDY) SMITH Engineer. Lead ing 
Rock Cli mber. Clubs: Oread, Rock and Ice. 
DOUG SCOTT Lectu re r. Wri te r and Exped itioner. 
Sometime Teacher and long-serving M .A. Instru ctor. 
Climbed Everest in 1975. Clubs: ACG. CC. NCC. 
DENNIS GRAY General Secretary of B. M.C. 
Sometime Printer. Social Psycholog ist. Warden of 
Brantwood Centre. Member of Plas -y-Bre nin 
Ma nagement Committee. Member of M .L.T.B. 
Clubs: ACG. Karabiner. Rock and Ice. 

All members of th is committee are experienced cl im
bers and all have experience in Mou ntai n Training. 

The Report is suspect because the Com
mittee did not consider it necessary or 
appropriate to carry out any examination 
of training based on surveys or other 
research; saw no training undertaken in 
any Centre and, in fact, consulted only 
four groups of people. One is left with 
the impression that the document merely 
reflects the wishful ambitions of a 
mountain brotherhood wanting to con
trol the mountain scene but showing little 
concern for the traditional users of the 
mountains whose views, as usual, have 
been completely disregarded. 
The B.M.C. is a body representing the 
climbing clubs. The Report recommends 
it should now seek a wider role by getting 
its authority accepted by the training and 
educational authorities; that the B.M.C. 
and not the National Park authorities 
should regulate and control the use made 
by youth and school parties in National 
Park areas; that the syllabus and methods 
of training adopted by training establish
ments should be approved by the B.M.C. 
(an approval conditioned by their 
philosophy of 'adventure first' and their 
creed that there can be no prior claim to 
the mountains in general or the crags in 
particular by any one interested party); 
and that the B.M.C. should have an im
portant if not the dominating role in its 
relationship with Plas y Brenin National 
Mountaineering Centre, the Association 
of Wardens of Mountain Centres and the 
Mountain Leadership Training Board. 
Because British mountaineers have re-

cently achieved a great triumph in being 
the first to reach the summit of Everest 
by the South-West Face there may be a 
danger that the Hunt Report and its 
proposals may be given a greater prestige 
and authority than it deserves on its 
merits by administrators and teachers 
and leaders involved in an educational 
use of the mountains. The B.M.C. itself 
would be well advised to beware of its 
so-called 'hard men' who are advocating 
their own interpretation of mountaineer
ing as a sport and the rights they demand 
for it. British mountaineering has its 
failures as well as its triumphs, failures 
implicit in the risk philosophy. In his 
thoughtful account of the conquest of 
Everest (The Times, 25th October 1975) 
and the tragic loss of Burke, Chris 
Bonington was forced to conclude that 
Burke had taken a series of calculated 
risks but that climbing was a risk game 
where playing the risks was an integral 
part of the sport whether on Everest or 
in Snowdonia. The risk was the very 
challenge and romance that moun
taineering presented. It is precisely here 
that education and mountaineering 
should part company and go their 
separate ways. If education in the hills is 
a practical study of a new environment, 
it should mean more than learning rock
climbing and other allied physical skills. 
The development of an ability to read an 
upland farm should be as important as 
the ability to read a map. But these are 
matters for educationists to consider 
rather than the B.M.C. which should 
stick to its role of representing moun
taineering clubs. Its business surely lies 
with those who pursue the sport 'as a 
matter of personal choice and who act 
spontaneously rather than under impul
sion' (Hunt Report, July 1975)." 
Mr. Rhys Edwards's remarks give a 

fascinating insight into the preoccupations 
of the Snowdonia National Park Authori
ties. In many ways his arguments are astute 
and well-reasoned, but he seems a little 
confused in his assessment of why most 
young people visit the mountains in the 
first place. 

Although some parties may concern 
themselves with the very worthy study of 
the agriculture and ecology of the area, it is 
manifestly obvious that most groups of 
young people visit the mountains to climb 
them, and to indulge in all the thrills and 
excitement they have to offer. It is this 
mountain activity, however modest, that 
the B.M.C. is rightfully concerned with. 
The problems arise when, after providing 
an initial introduction to the sport, the 
educational groups proceed to more 
ambitious programmes of training. Almost 
at once they are confronted with the un
avoidable realities of movement in the 
mountains - the presence of an element of 
risk. And it is at this point that certification 
and regulation make their appearance. The 



irony is that the certificates and regulations, 
far from making the sport safer, may now 
be actually leading to the development of a 
dangerous degree of over-confidence 
amongst those concerned. Furthermore 
they even tend to militate against th; 
natural development of experience and 
initiative, which have always been the key 
factors in considerations of safety. 

How the Mountain Leadership Scheme 
began ... B.M.C. involved from the start. 

All this is not to say that the M.L.C. has 
not played a useful role in the past. In the 
early 'sixties, a number of accidents 
occurred, mainly involving large school 
groups and generally resulting from simple 
ignorance of the mountain situation. The 
teachers involved, although well inten
tioned, were often hopelessly ill-informed 
about the risks associated with mountain 
leadership. It was therefore agreed that 
there should be a course available to pro
vide some basic knowledge to those who 
needed it. But what was originally intended 
as a way of combatting ignorance has 
slowly turned into a crude method of testing 
competence. The M.L.C. was devised in 
1963 by a joint B.M.C./C.C.P.R. Com
mittee, chaired by Sir Jack Longland who, 
besides being Chairman of the C.C.P.R.'s 
Outdoor Pursuits Committee, was also 
President of the B.M.C. There is little doubt 
that Sir Jack's two key posts enabled him 
to help the M.L.C. proposal through with 
minimum controversy, and not unnaturally 
he feels that his brainchild is now under 
attack. It is perhaps for this reason the 
suggestion is now being made that the 
M.L.T.B. and the M.L.C. are not within 
the valid compass of the B.M.C.'s interests. 

Sir Jack quoted support for this view 
from John Disley, current Vice Chair
man of the Sports Council and a member 
of the M.L.T.B. Disley's assessment of the 
situation was read to an M.L.T.B. meeting 
at Bewerley Park, and the key passages are 
worth quoting: 

"I am not aware that the Sports Council 
regards the tie-up of the M.L.T.B. and 
the B.M.C. as anything more than a 
suitable arrangement for the times ... I 
am not aware that the Sports Council 
intended to proscribe the capability of 
the Board to run itself as an entity ... as 
Sir Jack points out in the minutes, there 
are other interested groups concerned to 
express their philosophies on the three 
boards, as well as the B.M.C." 
"It could be that if the name 'moun
taineering' was removed from the title of 
the Leadership Certificate, then another 
group might equally be entitled to regard 
the scheme as primarily theirs." 
"I personally believe that the B.M.C. -
in an expanded form (e.g. not just 
concerned with rock and ropes) - might 
be the rational home of the scheme, and 
look forward to the future being pur
poseful in this concept." 
It is interesting to see that Disley, like 

other educationalists, seeks to imply that 
the B.M.C. is an organization representing 
only the hard men, and not the scramblers 
and hill-walkers. Yet Disley must know 
that scores of B.M.C. member clubs are 
concerned with the full range of mountain 
activities, and not solely with "rock and 
ropes". His final point is therefore mis
leading. It would be interesting to know 
how the governing bodies of, say, Cricket 
or Athletics might feel if they were told 
that they had equally invalid claims on the 
educational side of their sports. Perhaps the 
Sports Council would be prepared to hand 
the training side of those sports over to 
"other interested groups"; we might then 
end up with indoor, five-a-side Test 
Matches, using soft balls, or world-record
breaking egg-and-spoon races. 

It is just as well that Disley prefaced his 
comments with a qualifying provision of 
possible ignorance. Had his remarks been 
seen as a definite statement of Sports 
Council policy, the climbing world might 
reasonably protest that the Council was 
interfering with the internal workings of 
the sport. In fact, Fred Briscoe, another 
Sports Council official, has repeatedly 
assured the B.M.C. that grant aid comes 
with "no strings", and that it is not Sports 
Council policy to direct the sports it helps. 

Thus the B.M.C. is subject to intensifying 
pressures, as it considers whether or not to 
adopt the Hunt proposals. The decision 
must soon be made, and climbers are asked 
to make their views known to the B.M.C., 
either individually or through their clubs. 

Heavyweight protagonists in the training debate 
- Sir Jack Long/and (above) and Lord Hunt 
(below). 

The Scottish Sports 
Council's interference with 
mountaineering in Scotland. 

It is not only in England and Wales that 
there have been political problems, in 
Scotland, too, there are disturbing indica
tions that the sport is under attack. This 
year's issue of the S.M.C. Journal contains 
the full text of a working paper sent to the 
Scottish Mountain Leadership Training 
Board by the Scottish Sports Council, 
urging the 'development' of mountaineer
ing. The reaction of the Mountaineering 
Council of Scotland and the S.M.C. Journal 
(Editor Robin Campbell) has been charac
teristically and commendably waspish. The 
S.M.C. Journal has this to say: 

"[The paper] appears to be a serious 
statement of intent by the S.S.C. to do 
something about mountaineering be
cause it is not a 'growth activity ... in 
conformity with the normal pattern'. The 
paper regrets that the Mountaineering 
Council of Scotland does not see it as 
appropriate that it should concern itself 
with governing the comprehensive growth 
of mountaineering as a countryside 
activity in Scotland. It turns therefore to 
the S.M.L.T.B. as a more readily 
seducible organization and invites them 
to extend their current remit. 
... Subjecting mountaineering to 'com
prehensive growth', 'positive promotion' 
and central 'development of new clubs' 
will only deepen the gulf between the 
factory-produced article and the man or 
boy who, having received the call, finds 
such problems as getting a pair of boots 
and arriving in the hills ... too easy to 
make a fuss about ... 
[In publishing the S.S.C. paper] we have 
italicized the more ugsome parts ... so 
that those of our readers who are too 
busy mountaineering to read the whole 
thing may grasp the fundamental psycho
pathology of the unattractive predators 
that have battened on to us. The com
ments in parentheses are our own. Those 
between single quotes are interpolated, 
guessed-at, S.S.C. thoughts." 

The paper itself begins by outlining the 
past role of the S.M.L.T.B., noting that it 
has not so far engaged in "promotional 
development", but has merely provided a 
service to "the promoting authorities". It 
also points out that the S.S.C. exists to 
promote sport through the appropriate 
national body. The paper then goes on to 
examine in detail the lack of "promotion" 
of mountaineering in Scotland: 

□ "Countryside recreation is the growth 
activity of present times but it would 
appear that mountaineering is not in 
conformity with the general pattern, 
comprehensive growth within an activity 
normally being the prerogative of the 
appropriate body. ('Ergo, it must be 
made to conform'.) There is in fact no 
one body in mountaineering with prime 
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concern for the development of participa
tion - introduction to the hills and 
afterwards. Beginners' courses were 
pioneered a quarter of a century ago at 
Glenmore Lodge and many more oppor
tunities now exist at other centres, in 
youth organizations, through the up
surge of interest in outdoor education 
and elsewhere. 

D The Mountaineering Council of Scotland 
does not see it as appropriate to assume 
a governing or developmental role in this 
direction. ('Therefore, it must be side
stepped'.) Rather, it would appear that 
its function is to influence situations and 
to safeguard the interests of its members. 
Throughout sport it is generally the case 
that clubs do not represent a development 
situation. ('A general defect of sport 
which must be remedied'.) To organize 
and promote through the casual situation 
presents difficulties. (Good. So we must 
strive to keep our organizations casual.) 
In addition, especially in the South, there 
seems to be little identification between the 
mountaineering organizations and the 
devotees produced by the various institu
tions. (How remarkable!) 

□ On the development front it seems that 
further positive promotion and consolida
tion are required. (Why does it so seem? 
And to whom? And for what good and 
sufficient reasons? Here we see the 
bureaucratic talent for omitting only 
what is crucial to an argument at work.) 
Further promotion is continually taking 
place and the questions arise in the cases 
of these initiated, e.g. through outdoor 
education, as to who should provide 
huts, what clubs can they join or even 
which of the existing clubs would wish 
an inflow of new young members. In the 
circumstances it would appear that a 
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policy for the development of new clubs is 
required, if for no other function than 
organizing the creation of huts and trans
portation. ('Let us not forget the function 
of creating new administrative posts'.) 

D Stress has been laid on the initiative re
quired to be a mountaineer. At some 
stage the novice must do something for 
himself (fill in a form, perhaps) but it is 
difficult to see how he may be encouraged 
when there may be no transport, no accom
modation and no local cliff to climb. (If 
the novice can't solve this one himself, 
then perhaps he could become a devoted 
collector of car numbers, or something 
less energetic.) Mountaineering differs 
from many other sports in that it is not 
beholden to organized competition for its 
existence ('Pity') and it has been argued 
that normal coaching structures there
fore do not apply. In addition it would 
appear that most hill-goers are outwith 
clubs but this is not unique as there are 
casual/non-affiliated participants in many 
sports. Mountaineering, however, by its 
nature has danger elements not inherent in 
many other sports. It would therefore 
seem that some form of bridge is required 
between the closely supervised intro
ductory situation, e.g. under a holder of 
M.L.C. and, the apparent hiatus which 
lies beyond. (We would certainly recom
mend the author of this discussion paper 
to cross a bridge from a situation into a 
hiatus.)" 
The paper then suggests a merger be

tween the various mountaineering bodies 
(M.C.S., S.M.L.T.B. and M.R.C.S.) in 
Scotland, to "provide an agency fully 
representative of mountaineering". This 
point is then underlined by a veiled 
financial threat: "there must however be 
reassurances and justification for the ex
penditure of public funds". "It may be," 
concludes the paper, "that special circum
stances and elements of the general 
mountaineering situation should be more 
clearly defined and put forward for recog
nition by S.S.C." 

The paper is the work of Mr. C. J. Wilde, 
an official of the Sports Development 
Division. He was perhaps being over
zealous in interpreting his duty, but the 
possibility remains that the S.S.C. and the 
Sports Council would like mountaineering 
to fall in more readily with their stated 
philosophy of 'sport for all'. They appa
rently fail to understand that mountaineer
ing has its own way of acquiring recruits, 
and that the personal initiative displayed by 
the aspirant mountaineer who finds his own 
road to the sport is considered a most 
desirable characteristic. 

Fortunately, the Mountaineering Council 
of Scotland got hold of a copy of this 
paper, anC: the Secretary, Sandy Cousins, 
responded with commendable vigour. 
Cousins noted that the S.S.C. was attempt
ing to by-pass the mountaineers in persuad
ing the S.M.L.T.B. to act for mountaineer-

ing in Scotland. "The S.M.L.T.B. should 
adhere to its present remit," he said, and 
"should not attempt to popularize the sport 
on a grand scale and not undertake de
velopment work which may conflict with 
the M.C.S. or M.R.C.S. view ... On the 
question of the future of mountaineering in 
Scotland ... the S.S.C. should be guided by 
the Mountaineering Council of Scotland". 

Cousins then goes on to outline the 
traditional forms of training in Scotland, 
defending the record of the clubs. He sees 
no need to "develop" the sport as the S.S.C. 
does, and his conclusions regarding the 
fundamental nature and value of the sport 
are broadly parallel with those outlined in 
the Hunt Report. 

Since the publication of the S.M.C. 
Journal, and as a result of the controversial 
exchanges generated by the S.S.C. paper, it 
appears that the S.M.L.T.B. has decided to 
shelve Wilde's scheme. Nevertheless, it is 
clear that vigilance is needed in Scotland, 
just as it is south of the border. The 
incident also indicates how necessary it is 
for mountaineers to be represented by 
strong and fearless national bodies, so that 
firm responses can be made to challenges 
such as this. 

Cousins anticipates no crisis over certi
fication in Scotland of the type dealt with 
by the Hunt Report. He believes that 
Scottish climbers have been more successful 
than their southern counterparts in in
fluencing their various education authori
ties, and have thus avoided the rigid 
methodology experienced elsewhere. It 
may be that, with lesser numbers, there are 
fewer problems involved in dovetailing 
educational climbing into the mainstream 
of the sport in Scotland. 

But, despite Cousin's confidence, there 
are areas of concern. Since the Cairngorm 
accident, some local authorities have 
adopted a policy of super-caution. Lothian 
Regional Council, for example, has a very 
rigid approach. M.L.C. and M.I.C. are 
compulsory qualifications for hill-walking 
and rock-climbing instruction, and the 
authority also insists on a cumbersome 
vetting procedure for any planned moun
taineering weekend. 

Certainly, the Lothian developments do 
not lend support to the view that certifica
tion has been kept within reasonable 
bounds north of the border; the Scots may 
soon be seeking their own Hunt Report to 
redress the balance between the distortions 
introduced by educationalists and the true 
character of the sport they ostensibly wish 
to pursue. .& 
SUMMARY 
An examination of three areas of political con
cern in British climbing, where the character 
and freedom of the sport appears to be 
threatened. 
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Himalchuli (25,895ft.), the massive south
east pillar of the Gurkha Himal, presents 
an imposing sight to those who live in the 
Kathmandu valley. The first mountaineer 
from the West to approach the peak was 
Bill Tilman, who, in September of 1950, 
walked in by way of Barahpokhari Lekh to 
the south-west and reached a height of 
about 16,000ft. During May of 1953, Bert 
Maddock and Harry Hilton set out to 
attempt Himalchuli from the east. After 
Hilton became ill, Maddock proceeded 
with three porters along the Buri Gandaki 
and explored a possible route via Chuling 
Khola. Upon reaching a high point of about 
19,000ft., Bert Maddock and his men re
traced their steps down the Buri Gandaki 
to Khorlak before moving on to the sacred 
lake at Gosainkund. Exceptionally heavy 
monsoon storms near the village of Harang 
caused Maddock's death by drowning. 

The Japanese Manaslu Expedition of 
1954, after having been turned back by the 
villagers of Sama for religious reasons, made 
a half-hearted attempt to explore the 
eastern approaches of Himalchuli. In 1955, 
the Mountain Club of Kenya mounted a 
pre-monsoon effort under the leadership of 
Arthur Firmin, launching the attempt from 
Meme Pokhari to the south-west. Firmin 
fractured his left femur in a freak fall, after 
the expedition had attained the 20,000ft. 
level. During the difficult retreat from the 
heights, the leader died on May 28 from a 
combination of his injury, extreme fatigue 
and heat exhaustion. 

In the spring of 1958, a Japanese expedi
tion under I. Kanesaka and S. Ishizaka 
took up the challenge, this time from the 
east again. Initial objections on religious 
grounds from the villagers of Lidanda and 
Namm having been overcome, Base Camp 
was established at 13,616ft. in the Shurung 
valley, Camp 1 on a saddle at 16,733ft, and 
Camp 2 on the East Ridge at 18,865ft. The 
reconnaissance was completed as far as the 
base of a steep gendarme at 20,505ft., 
where the ridge itself proved to be fairly 
wide and gentle. The main problem here 
would appear to be the movement of 
equipment and supplies over the top of that 
gendarme, followed by a very steep preci
pice which must be negotiated befqre the 
north-east shoulder of the main summit can 
be reached. 

As a follow-up to Kanesaka's reconnais
sance, another Japanese expedition led by 
J. Muraki tried the peak in 1959. During 
the initial stages of the venture, Sherpa 
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Nima Tenzing died of heart failure. Camp 5 
(22,317ft) was occupied on May 11, near 
the base of the final summit pyramid. Then 
the weather turned bad, with heavy snow
storms every afternoon. On May 21, S. 
Ishizaka and Y. Matsuda left Camp 6 
(23,302ft) to make their bid for the top, 
but they found the distance to be covered 
in a day greater than they could handle. The 
route led across 60° slopes of exceptionally 
hard ice which required much step-cutting. 
At a height of about 24,300ft. they had to 
admit defeat. The next day, with worsening 
weather and supplies running low, evacua
tion of all high camps was started. 

That same year a Keio University Expe
dition, after failing to discern a feasible 
route on Dhaulagiri II (25,429ft), made a 
study of the western approaches to 
Himalchuli. What the men saw gave rise to 
considerable optimism. An application to 
climb the peak was made for the following 
year. 

The world's highest mountains, by 
G.O. and Norman Dyhrenfurth 

In 1960, a ten-man team led by Jiro 
Yamada took more or less the same route 
as chosen by Arthur Firmin in 1955, that is 
by way of Marsyandi and Musi Khola. 
Base Camp was pitched at 13,780ft. on 
April 19, on a big spur which descends from 
'Sickle Ridge'. Camp 1 (17,000ft.) was 
occupied on April 25, and Camp 2 
(l 8,900ft.) on May 1, on the first step of 
the ridge. Shortly before daybreak on 
May 3, an avalanche swept past the camp, 
but a few blocks of ice crashed into the 
tents, killing the local porter Kaji. Sherpa 
Pasang Sonam suffered serious injuries and 
had to be evacuated to Pokhara. After 
Kaji's funeral - he was buried in a deep 
crevasse above Camp 2 - the battle was 
taken up with even greater determination. 
Camp 3 was pitched on the second step at 
20,700ft. on May 7, and Camp 4 at 21,650ft. 
on May 19. The icefall between those two 
camps proved to be the most difficult part 
of the entire climb, requiring long stretches 
of rope-ladders and hand-lines. At last, on 
May 22, Camp 5 (23,000ft.) was occupied, 
and the next day the final assault camp was 
placed at 23,950ft. in the broad saddle be
tween the West Peak (24,738ft) and the 
Main Summit. That night, at Camp 6, 
Hisashi Tanabe and Masahiro Harada 
breathed oxygen at one litre per minute. 

At 5.0 a.m. on May 24, they left their tent 
in ideal weather conditions. With the 
oxygen-flow increased to two litres, they 
headed for the summit. Six hours of steady 
climbing took them to the base of a rock 
barrier which could be surmounted by way 
of a narrow chimney, but not without 
encountering some difficulties due to the 
bulkiness of their oxygen cylinders. Next 
they came up against a steep ice wall which 
almost put an end to their struggle. After 
laborious, time-consuming step-cutting and 
a traverse to the south they finally stepped 
on to the main peak of Himalchuli at 1.10 
p.m. The summit turned out to be a long 
horizontal snow ridge sloping to the west, 
with a ten-foot cornice overhanging that 
side. Nepalese, Japanese and Keio Univer
sity flags were attached to a bamboo pole 
and photographed not only by the summit 
team, but - hardly surprising on a Japanese 
expedition - by a fellow-climber who used 
a 500mm. telelens ( !) from the shoulder of 
the West Peak. Despite strong winds and 
worsening weather, H. Miyashita and K. 
Nakazawa made a second ascent on May 
25, once again taking advantage of their 
smoothly-functioning oxygen equipment. 
Darkness had set in by the time they re
turned to Camp 6. By May 28 the entire 
team was back at Base, where the splendid 
success of their venture could be appro
priately toasted with plenty of Japanese 
whisky. 

The 'Netherlands Himalayan Expedition 
1970' intended to climb Peak III (about 
19,700ft) - also known as 'Dakura' - on 
the East Ridge of Peak 29. It is unfortunate 
indeed that the inhabitants of the upper 
Buri Gandaki valley, and particularly the 
villagers of Sama and Lho, continue to 
object strongly to foreign visitors. The 
reason seems to be entirely religious, but 
even minor peaks approved for moun
taineering expeditions by the Government 
of Nepal are practically off-limits. Merely 
setting foot on a glacier has frequently been 
considered a sacrilege, to be punished 
severely by some of the more fanatic Lamas 
- unless, of course, commensurate 'dona
tions' have been made to the monasteries 
well ahead of time. The Dutch, however, 
were unable to prevail and had to detour to 
the south. From Lidanda they marched 
back to Ngyak and explored the Chuling 
Khola, a valley which runs parallel to the 
Buri Gandaki some miles to the south. This 
valley ends at Himalchuli, and in April - to 
quote Dr. J. A. Noordijk - "it is one of the 



Above: The unclimbed North-West Face of Himalchuli's North Peak. Photo: Ryohei Uchida 

most beautiful Himalayan valleys, a veri
table garden of rhododendrons in bloom. 
It has moreover another advantage, it is 
uninhabited and where there are no people, 
there are also no gods!" Between the 
Lidanda and upper Chuling glaciers rises 
P. 6550, a peak which may actually be 
higher than 6,550m. or 21,490ft. The 
Nepalese Government lists it as 'Himalchuli 
North-East', but this name seems somewhat 
misleading, inasmuch as the mountain is 
much lower than Himalchuli itself and five 
kilometres distant. 'Lidanda Peak', the 
name suggested in Professor G. 0. Dyhren
furth's Himalayan Chronicle 1970, would 
appear to be more appropriate. The 
approach to the mountain proved not diffi
cult. Led by Dr. J. F. Saltet, the climbing 
group of the Dutch expedition (a trekking 
party with different objectives was led by 
Dr. J. A. Noordijk) set up Base Camp at 
11,500ft. near a small and beautiful lake, 
not far from the site chosen by a Japanese 
team which attempted Baudha Peak. The 
Dutch pitched four camps, the highest at 
about 20,500ft. The top of the mountain 
was reached on May 5 by Herman Tol
lenaar, Sirdar Nima Dorje, Ang Lhakpa I 
and Ang Phurba. The weather remained 
good for several days, enabling all members 
and Sherpas to scale the peak on May 6, 
7 and 8. 

Baudha Peak (21,890ft) was the goal of 
the previously mentioned Japanese group 
from the Keio University Alpine Club. The 
seven members were led by Yasuhiko Iso. 
From their Base Camp by the lake they 

pushed a line of three camps up the South
East Ridge, the highest at 20,200ft. On 
April 23, Y. lso, T. Inoue and Y. ltaya 
were moving up a steep serac when one of 
them slipped, pulling the others with him. 
After a fall of some 500ft. the rope was 
caught behind an outcrop of ice. The men 
were badly shaken, but their injuries were 
not serious. After a night's bivouac near 
the scene of the accident they began the 
descent. Yasuo ltaya - unroped at the time 
- took a fall and disappeared amidst the 
crevasses of the glacier far below. The two 
survivors were treated at Base Camp by Dr. 
Noordijk. Expedition leader lso had suf
fered face lacerations and infected frostbite, 
while lnoue's chest injuries made breathing 
extremely difficult and painful. On April 30, 
Itaya's body was found in a crevasse. Des
pite this tragedy and other setbacks, the 
Japanese resumed the attack on the 
mountain. On May 2, Y. Kobayashi and 
K. Shibata set foot on the summit of 
Baudha Peak. A year later another team 
from Japan made a second ascent by 
another route. 

In 1974, Himalchuli was attempted via 
its North-East Face by an Italian expedi
tion, led by Dr. Annibalo Bonicelli. The 
highest point reached was 24,474ft., but the 
attempt was abandoned after an accident. 
On May 8, Mario Dottu, clipping on to a 
fixed rope placed the day before, fell 100ft. 
through the air, and a further 1,000ft. down 
a steep snow slope, all the way from Camp 6 
to Camp 5. The accident occurred at 
around 23,600ft. and time was lost in helping 

Dottu down to Base Camp. After this, 
further progress was given up. 

In the post-monsoon season of 1974, an 
expedition of the Aoyama Gakuni Univer
sity A.C., led by Gakeshi Suzuki, was 
beaten back from the East Ridge 0f 
Himalchuli by snowfall and high winds. 
The party reached 23, 130ft. before retreating. 

Himalchuli was again the goal of a 
Japanese party in the spring of 1975. 
Leader of an eight-man team from the 
Senshu University Alpine Club was Hide
zumi Komi, and the route chosen was by 
way of the South-West face. The expedition 
failed in its objective after reaching an 
altitude of 22,150ft. on May 3. To quote 
Mike Cheney's report from Kathmandu: 
"Expedition admitted that they were just 
not a strong enough party to accomplish 
the task they set themselves. It is not certain 
which of the three peaks of Himalchuli was 
attempted." To this day the West Peak 
(24,738ft.) and North Peak (24,183ft) 
remain unclimbed. 
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Changabang 

by Bonington, Boysen, 
Hankinson, Haston, Sandhu 
and Scott 

Heinemann: £5.75 

Another expedition book hit the 
bookshops in time for Christmas. 
Can it be interesting if it tells of 
success without death on high 
mountains, if it lacks a sheaf of 
large colour-plates of startling 
quality, and if, at the very least, 
there is not a useful list of useful 
gear for other expeditioners to 
cannibalize? The odds are 
heavily stacked against a book 
without any of these character
istics, even though it boasts some 
attractive pictures, and even 
though Changabang is a terrific 
mountain and the cast is familiar 
and adventurous. Should one 
have to write a book about every 
trip? Perhaps climbers ought to 
be glad that the English speaking 
market will absorb so much. 
The text reflects a tape-recorded 
style, and is disarming in its 
honesty. The introduction is very 
long for such a comparatively 
short book, and provides over
much biographical detail. There 
is considerable human interest in 
the description of the Indian 
members of the expedition, who 
clearly did a great job in getting 
the whole show to the start of 
the march-in, and in coaxing 
porters to Base Camp. But, 
despite the problems of getting 
up the Rishi Gorge, you can't 
help feeling that these climbers 
really had everything laid on. 
However, the expedition was 
quite small, it was successful, 
and it ascended its peak in fine 
style. It's worth reading about 
how that was done, even if the 
book seems too expensive and 
has to come from the library. 
The Nanda Devi Sanctuary is a 
fascinating mountain area, and 
it is a pity that the opportunity 
was not taken to tell us more 
about it. Really, any amount 
about how everyone and 
everyone's wives (sons, 
daughters, parents, etc.) felt 
cannot compensate for that. 
The mountains are over there, 
and they are what armchair 
mountaineers want to read 
about. There are probably more 
of them than there are climbers 
who have to think what the social 
costs might be. So the book, 
quite a large, slim volume, 
somehow falls between several 
stools: it has too little to say 
about the mountains and the 
region, and too little to show. 
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1Much to praise 1 

in new Cornwall 
guide. 
Abraham photos 
gathered into 
new collection. 
Six authors for 
one expedition 
book. 

But fortunately the climbers 
climbed the mountain, and the 
mountain is beautiful enough to 
compensate for many things. 
Paul Nunn. 

Chair Ladder and the 
South Coast 

by Robert Moulton and 
Terry Thompson 

Climbers' Club: £2.70 

This the first of a series of C.C. 
guidebooks to be published in 
a new format, having a slightly 
longer page than guides of the 
old series and a more modern 
'house-style' of printing. On 
the whole these changes are 
for the better. 
There is much to praise and 
little to criticize about the 
content. The text is both 
concise and thorough and, 
while the writers have sought 
the advice of several local 
pundits, all information has 
been meticulously checked. 
The popular cliffs of Chair 
Ladder and Sennen are well
served and described in a more 
rational manner than hitherto. 
But, for me, the real achieve
ment of the guidebook lies in 
its documentation of the 
wealth of smaller crags along 
the South Coast. Scattered 
along six miles of breath-taking 
coast Ii ne, these cliffs have long 
been neglected through lack of 
information. Although few of 
their routes possess the sheer 
quality of those at Chair Ladder, 
people who seek the raw sea
cliff climbing experience, 
away from the sight and sound 
of other parties, will find them 
an ideal venue. Since many 
routes await second ascents 
and none could be described 
as well-trodden, climbing here 
has a strong exploratory ele
ment, making it richer and more 
sa'tisfying. 
The historical section, by 
Frank Cannings, is written with 
admirable clarity and packed 
with information, as one would 
expect from someone with 
such an intimate knowledge of 
the area. However, his pointers 

to the future are somewhat 
doleful: "The area has nothing 
left to offer in the way of major 
climbing developments". This 
pessimism is hardly justified 
when on considers the tiny 
proportion of Extreme, let 
alone Hard Extreme, climbs in 
South Cornwall; and, while it 
is unlikely that new crags of 
any size will be discovered, 
certain walls and zawns 
around Land's End and Carn 
Les Boel present challenges 
which cannot be described as 
minor. 
The authors have been rather 
complacent in their choice of 
cover photos. Both of these 
will be familiar to readers of 
Mountain. Admittedly, the front 
picture (Cannings on Mitre) 
is eminently suitable, but one 
feels that the back cover shou Id 
have featured a fresh picture of 
one of the newer climbs. The 
appearance of the guide is 
timely, as South Cornwall can 
hardly be bettered as an area 
for winter rock-climbing. 
Pat Littlejohn 

Camera on the Crags 

by Alan Hankinson 

Heinemann: £8.00 

To anyone who started his 
climbing in Britain around fifty 
years ago, as I did, this well 
produced book, a portfolio of 
the climbing photos of the 
Abraham brothers, is pure 
nostalgia. Witli a few except
ions, such as the Waterpipe Gully, 
I have been on every climb 
shown - generally in clinker
nailed boots. But I should warn 
our brilliant young XS moderns 
that they will need strong nerves 
to look at these fine photo
graphs. They are absolutely 
terrifying: no pitons, no nuts, no 
slings, not a decent belay in 
sight, seconds holding the rope 
in one hand to 'safeguard' 
the leader. 
Alan Hankinson's text has been 
well researched and assistance 
from the Abraham family has 
enabled him to tell us many 
hitherto unknown details of the 
brothers. He rightly emphasizes 
the social attitudes of the 
'nineties and the early part of the 
present century, against which 
the brothers had to struggle, and 
did so with resounding success. 
Yet the supposed social bias 
was probably less strong than 
is suggested. The brothers 
were themselves essentially of 
the comfortable middle class. 

Space is given to the adverse 
attitudes of Oscar Eckenstein 
and J.M. Archer Thomson. 
Eckenstein was half German, 
anti-British and anti-Alpine 
Club (which he never joined), 
and Thomson was a neurotic 
who eventually committed 
suicide. The Eckenstein row in 
the Climbers' Club was put into 
perspective by a contemporary, 
R.L.G. Irving, in the A.J. 1957, 
and his comments are worth 
quoting: 

"Eckenstein [was] the 
principal subject of a notice I 
received of a meeting of the 
Climbers' Club (H.V. Reade 
helped to secure its 
cancellation) to decide 
whether Mr. O.E.'s leg had or 
had not trembled on one of 
the holds of the steep pitch 
of Twll Du. As a result of 
that notice a tremor of the 
leg caused by a too 
prolonged and strained 
retention of a toe-hold was 
commonly referred to in my 
parties as 'an eckenstein'.'' 

Much more to the point, for 
the Abrahams, was the fine 
series of reviews they got in 
the Alpine Journal for all their 
early books. At the turn of the 
century, the A.C. was still the 
sublime, unchallenged 
Establishment. In the terms of 
its constitution, the Club's aim 
was, and still is, "to promote 
better knowledge of the 
mountains through literature, 
science and art", and this was 
just what the Abraham brothers 
were doing in their chosen field 
of British rock climbing. A few 
candles had been lit before the 
publication of Rock Climbing 
in the English lake District, 
notably by the Pilkington group 
and Collie in Skye, and Haskett 
Smith in the Lakes and 
elsewhere. But the great torch 
was lit by Owen Glynne Jones, 
and worthily carried for the 
next ten years by the Abrahams. 
The dramatic authenticity of 
their photographs made a 
breakthrough comparable to the 
change from steam radio to 
television, and it was as a result 
of their efforts that British rock 
climbing ceased to be a mere 
pastime at Easter, or a form of 
training for the Alps, and 
became instead a worthy and 
independent sport. 
By 1910, the work of the 
Abrahams in writing and 
pioneering was done. Others 
carried the torch. The beginning 
of the superb series of Fell and 



Rock guides after the Great 
War was foreshadowed by 
Sansom's and Herford's guide 
to Scafell Pinnacle in 1912; this 
was illustrated by W. Brunskill, 
with genuine action shots made 
p.ossible by the advent of light 
and efficient cameras. 
It is a common minor tragedy 
in many affairs of life that the 
veteran stays on the stage too 
long, or is tempted to adopt a 
role for which he is unfitted. So 
it was with George Abraham. 
In his books about the Alps and 
Dolomites he was moving into 
the big league, for which he 
was unsuited as writer, climber 
or even photographer. The 
Alpine Journal, which had 
given unstinting praise to his 
British work (" ... where he is 
the master and has few equals 
... "), rightly criticized his 
Swiss Mountain Climbs as 
unreliable, and Farrar, with 
impeccable courtesy, pointed 
out that an incident claimed by 
George to have occurred with 
Melchoir Anderegg at the close 
of the century on the Col de 
la Brenva was irreconcilable 
with the fact that Anderegg 
had not been on Mont Blanc 
since 1893. 
In 1920, George produced 
First Steps to Climbing, and 
was unfortunate in his reviewer 
- the formidable Col. Strutt. 
Strutt was a very experienced 
alpinist, and a most gallant acquaintance with modern 
officer. But his weapon, as developments is too 
reviewer and as Editor of the obviously derivative and his 
A.J., was not so much the comments on modern 
Farrar rapier as a blunt meat technique vitiated by lack of 
axe. He carved poor George recent experience ..• a 

Above: One of the Abrahams' 
strange Alpine photos, captioned 
'Climbing on the Grepon' but 
almost certainly 'staged' 
elsewhere 

into small pieces in the most writer must bring more to his perfect health, we would 
merciless review I have ever task than a limited tolerance attempt the Pillar Rock by 
read. and a trailing of ancient the Slab and Notch Route." 
Finally, George blundered on glories if he is to appeal to He was by no means alone, and 
into writing Modern the younger generation." those of us who began our 
Mountaineering. He was Compare that with the Doughty climbing without access to the 
reviewed in The Guardian by of 1920 - the novice: established clubs can never 
J.H. Doughty (one of the "We faithfully read our never forget our debt to 'Father 
kindest of men), who had sat at Jones, our Benson, our Abraham'. 
the feet of George when he was Abraham ..• measured our As photographers, the 
a novice. I hope I may be rope, inspected our boots, Abrahams had certain essential 
allowed two quotes. First, from re-read the introduction to qualities. They had a large 
the review of 1933: British Mountain Climbs and camera, which enabled them to 

"To the mountaineer it will finally decided that, on the make contact prints for 
probably make but a slight morrow, should the weather commercial sale, and they 

viewpoint and lighting, and for 
technical care. But in a sense 
they also operated under a 
self-imposed handicap. Most 
cameras, even for the devoted 
photographers of the 'nineties, 
were no larger than half-plate, 
and the Abrahams did not use 
either filters or telephoto lenses, 
both of which were used by the 
foremost alpine photographers 
of the day. 
Camera on the Crags is well 
printed and, to those 
unacquainted with other 
examples of the Abrahams' 
work, the prints must look very 
good. But they are by no means 
as good as they should be. I 
allow for the fact that many 
negatives have deteriorated, and 
a comparison of Plate 83 with a 
Platinotype of 1907 makes this 
painfully clear. Yet there are too 
many minor flaws which could 
and should have been 
eliminated by retouching. 
But my most serious criticism 
is reserved for the inferior tonal 
quality in prints where the 
negatives have obviously not 
deteriorated. The fault is in the 
prints, not in the reproduction, 
which is adequate, given the 
limitations of the off-set litho 
process. A comparison of Plate 
44 with the same picture in 
British Mountain Climbs will 
demonstrate how much rock 
quality has been lost. 
Finally, we come to Plate 99 -
taken with the Abrahams' 
camera in 1974. It is appallingly 
bad. Perhaps that merely 
emphasizes how good the 
Abrahams were. There is one 
slight compensation. Dimly 
seen, some fifty feet away, is a 
rear view of Chris Bonington. 
Certain "lewd fellows of the 
baser sort" might elect to think 
this rear view of our bearded 
wonder is preferable to a full 
frontal at five feet. 
Douglas Milner A 
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SW i SS Mountaineering School 

ALPINE SPORTSCHULE GOTTHARD, CH-6490 ANDERMATT 
Tel. 01041 /44/6 77 33 

Ski-Touring - Instruction Courses - Spring Climbing - Kajak Courses 
Instruction on rock and ice for beginners and experienced climbers 

Touring weeks - Private Tours - Hiking weeks - Survival Course 
Expeditions. Please ask for our Spring and Summer Programmes. 
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Grandes Jorasses - Winte , 
or it could be Scotland. 
Wherever you are planning 
for your next big climb, 
you've got to get the 
equipment side sorted out. 

THE MOUNTAIN SHOP 
Snowhi/1 Oueensway, 
Birmingham. Tel. 021-236 6816 

f THE CLIMBERS' SHOP 
Compston Corner, 
Ambleside. I. 09663 2297 

CENTRES 
40 Woodh 
Leeds. Tel. 
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LETTERS 
Climbing Walls 

from the Director of P.E. at 
Warwick University 

Dear Sir, 
I must take the strongest issue 
with you over your article 'New 
Concern about Climbing Walls' 
(Mountain 44). To suggest that 
climbing walls which, as you 
point out, are almost all situated 
in sports centres, schools and 
universities, should be used 
without regulation, seems 
irresponsible. The sports centres 
of this country are used, almost 
without exception now, not 
only by the initial builders and 
controllers of the buildings, but 
by wide sections of the public, 
and anyone who has been 
present at a sports centre when 
an accident has happened on a 
climbing wall will know of the 
appalling disquiet that such an 
event may have. 
These accidents can happen 
even when the safety 
regulations require top-ropes 
and helmets, and are likely to 
occur in full view of other users 
disinterested in climbing, or 
worse, those who are watching 
the exercise on the wall, with a 
view perhaps of starting 
themselves. It is my view that 
climbing walls are the worst 
possible way of introducing 
climbing to a beginner, since 
they indicate none of the spirit 
and purpose of the challenge 
and excitement of climbing 
rock. For the expert, I believe 
they should be used as a 
training and conditioning ( of 
strength and flexibility) facility, 
and not a promoter of the 
courage, skill and initiative 
required in leading and soloing. 
You suggest that climbing walls 
are one of the costliest items in 
the mountaineering budget. 
This is not so, since mountain
eering organizations are not 
responsible for the financing and 
building of such facilities. If that 
were so, and I stress, if that 
were so, and the B.M .C. pro
vided its own climbing walls for 
use by members, then I think 
credence could be given to your 
proposals. Furthermore, to write 
off the important question of 
insurance by suggesting that 
"the B.M.C. third party cover 
may have a part to play in 
Protecting innocent bystanders 
who get clobbered by falling 
equipment" is to verge on 
criminal negligence. 
Although most climbing walls 
offer opportunity for protection 

P.E. man 
defends 
Climbing Wall 
regulations. 
When is a 5.10 
a 5.11- Higgins. 
The Himalayan 
trash problem. 
Troll Harness 
criticised. 

to a leader, the spate of 
accidents likely to follow the 
pursuance of your suggested 
policy would cause a 
considerable outcry. The sport 
must clearly be hazardous, but 
a proposal that local authorities, 
education institutions and other 
responsible bodies should 
consider the possibility of 
allowing men and women to fall 
unprotected thirty feet to a 
wooden, composition or 
concrete floor would, I believe, 
be strenuously and properly 
resisted. 
Yours faithfully, 
Michael Ralph (Coventry) 

Grading Systems 

from Tom Higgins 

Dear Sir, 
I was interested to see Alan 
Rouse's reference, in his article 
'Grading Systems· (Mountain 
43), to a system originally 
designed for sandstone that 
purports to evaluate move or 
section difficulty without regard 
to natural environment. 
I have always tried to rate 
climbs in this way. For the face
climbing of Tuolomne or 
Tahquitz, section-rating seems 
perfectly appropriate, providing 
it is accompanied by a brief 
narrative telling of other relevant 
factors such as exposure, lack 
of protection and the sustained 
nature of the climbing . 
Many of the younger hot-shots 
here disagree with this rating 
approach of mine, saying how 
can three or four 5.1 0 moves 
together still be considered 
5.10, or how can unprotected 
5.9 be the same as protected 
5.9? The answer is that of 
course the experience of leading 
unprotected 5.9 moves is 
different from that of leading 
well protected 5.9 moves. The 
rating number cannot alone be 
responsible for conveying the 
total difficulty of the experience, 
however, and if we try to 
incorporate all the other factors 
that constitute difficulty into the 

rating number, the result will be 
ambiguity: is a route 5.11 
because it is sustained, poorly 
protected, or what? So, why 
not let the number do just one 
job, rate the actual technical 
difficulty, and let the narrative 
do the rest of the job? 
Yours faithfully, 
Tom Higgins (Oakland) 

The Anthropology of Ascent 

from Jan Witkowski 

Dear Sir, 
I suppose I should have been 
forewarned by the alliterative 
but meaningless title of Michael 
Tobias's article, 'The Anthro
pology of Ascent' (Mountain 
44). I began to read, and 
became ever more confused and 
bewildered. I recognized the 
words as English, and that the 
sentences were constructed 
according to the rules of 
grammar, but it all had no 
meaning I What do aphorisms 
like " rock has always been the 
primarly medium for expressing 
the inexpressible" tell us? What 
sort of introspection is it that 
heaves mirrors before fated 
members of cultures? And do 
sentences like "it [mountain
eering] is a fringe experience, 
sometimes beyond the fringe, 
and the symbols it gravitates 
towards, if any at all, are equally 
on the periphery of language, 
and thus offer expression some 
feasible development, some 
imponderable, remotely expres
sive augmentation of the 
consciousness" have any 
meaning? 
I suppose the answer must be 
'yes', even if only in Michael 
Tobias's mind, and I must 
confess that I think I know 
what the article is about. But 
why use a jargon that conveys 
no sense, and why, Mr. Editor, 
did you publish it when the 
author himself admits it to have 
been "yoked together" in a 
"frenzied, chaotic manner"? 
Perhaps you were taken in by 
the fallacious argument: 
profound reasoning is difficult 
to understand; this article is 
difficult to understand, therefore 
this article is profound. It is not 
the profound reasoning of this 
article that makes it difficult to 
understand, but the incompre
hensible language. Obscureness 
does not help to communicate 
ideas, and Michael Tobias has 
failed completely in his purpose. 
Yours faithfully, 
Jan Witkowski {London) 

Litter in the Himalayas 

from Kevin Tremain 
Dear Sir, 
Having recently spent three 
months trekking and climbing 
in the Himalayas, I was 
disgusted by the litter left by 
climbing expeditions in this 
beautiful mountain region. 
Although casual trekkers create 
some litter, the main offenders 
seem to be the expeditions and 
their Sherpas and porters. Their 
food, with all its container 
disposal problems, creates litter 
in unpopulated regions, with 
little regard for the beauty of 
these areas for future climbers. 
Particular offenders that I 
noticed were the Japanese, 
German and Polish expeditions 
that have used the Lantang 
Valley, and the Italians who 
have used the Khumbu region. 
Thyangboche, one of the most 
beautiful places in the world, 
abounds with discarded gas 
canisters, cans, bottles, batteries, 
foil and paper wrappers dumped 
a few yards from the main track. 
What is the answer? Climbers 
must make themselves and 
their fellow club members 
aware of the problem. Trekking 
organizations must make their 
clients and their porters aware 
of the problem. If they can 
afford to take their litter in, they 
should also take it out, or burn 
or bury it. 
But that is not enough. It won't 
make the existing rubbish go 
away, it will only prevent the 
problem from getting worse. 
What is needed is for expeditions 
to dispose of rubbish left by their 
irresponsible predecessors. 
Please heed this warning before 
the Himalayas are not only 
famed as the biggest mountains 
in the world, but also as one of 
the biggest piles of rubbish. 
Yours faithfully, 
Kevin Tremain (lnvercargill, 
N.Z.) 

Kingsley's Credentials 

from Lt. General Craig 
(U.S. Marine Corps) 
Dear Sir, 
Referring to your review of 
Norman Kingsley's book, Ice
craft, in Mountain 44, there are 
certain comments that should 
be rectified. Marines and former 
Marines are quite capable of 
"possessing real depth of under
standing" of mountaineering, 
and their experience need not 
be "suspect". 
The Corps maintains a facility 
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near Bridgeport, California, in 
the High Sierra, where we train 
one battalion at a time. The 
instructors work with troops in 
an environment of 9,500-
14,000ft. Daily, summits are 
climbed that lie at elevations 
from 11,000 to 14,000 plus. 
It was a group of Marine in
structors from Bridgeport that 
initiated the winter ski
mountaineering 'annual' from 
Donner Summit to Mt. Whitney, 
and thus founded the Corps 
100-Peaks Club. It took them 
nearly a month, but they 
bagged the hundred 'majors' 
along the way. This certainly, to 
me at least, counts for the high 
altitude snow and ice experience 
that Mr. March disputes. 
The reason Mr. March hasn't 
heard of Marine mountain 
exploits is because the Corps 
does not publicize them, and 
no mountain journals carry 
such. Thousands of remarkable 
ascents or routes forged by our 
Marines and Army Special 
Forces climbers remain obscure. 
As for Kingsley's experience: I 
remember back in 1949, when 
he, then a Corporal in company 
of Herbert Werner, trudged 
past my quarters every weekend 
to scale routes on a granite 
dome we called 'Nellie's Tit'. 
Werner left the Corps, and is 
now a renowned A.A.C. mem
ber; Kingsley has continued 
climbing quietly here and in 
other parts of the world. 
I believe your reviewers might 
be screened more closely to 
prevent character assassination 
from marring your pages. 
Yours faithfully, 
Edward A. Craig (El Cajon, 
Calif.) 

Housewife or Climber? 

from Kate Readio 

Dear Sir, 
I was disturbed to see that 
your headline to the 'People' 
item on Junko Tabei (Mountain 
44) read "Housewife climbs 
Everest". According to your 
report, Tabei has been climbing 
for sixteen years, and has been 
a reporter and a musician. So 
where did you dig up the desig
nation 'housewife'? 
How long does a woman have 
to climb before she can be 
called a climber? 
Would any male climbers be 
referred to as 'house-husbands' 
when you are reporting their 
climbs? Would you entitle an 
article about Chris Bonington: 
"Margarine Salesman climbs 
Everest"? 
Sincerely, 
Kate Readio(Bellingham,Wash.) 

Editorial comment: Point taken, 
Kate. But the title was actually 
appended to the article by 
Audrey Salkeld, who is herself 
a housewife amongst other 
things. You never know - it 
might even have been a bi( of 
genuine female chauvinist 
piggery. 
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The Troll / Whillans Harness 

from Edwin Drummond 

Dear Sir, 
I would like to discuss a serious 
design point in the Troll/ 
Whillans Harness. 
The problem is inherent in the 
usual method used to attach 
the climbing rope to the harness : 
namely, after the climbing rope 
has been attached to the waist 
belt, it then has to be passed 
through a karabiner on the 
crutch strap. 
In any free fall {when the 
climber is not, during the fall, 
in contact with the rock) , at 
the moment when the climbing 
rope takes the strain of the fall 
itself, the climber will instantly 
be inverted into an upside
down, head-first position. If 
this happens, the climber may 
be killed. The temple, though 
holy, is frail 
On the two occasions that I've 
taken a fall whilst wearing a 
Whillans Harness, I was on 
overhanging rock. I was in
stantly thrown upside-down 
when the strain was taken, but, 
as I did not make rock contact 
at the same time, my head 
remained intact. The situation 
becomes critical, however, 
when the overhanging rock 
drops away into rock that is 
less than vertical, especially if 
there are runners in the over
hanging section. A good ex
ample would be on Sloth, 
where a climber taking a fall 
from above the lip of the over
hang, with a runner about one
third of the way across the 
roof, might well invert and hit 
the rock below with his head 
instead of his feet. 
Recently, I and several others 
saw a leader-fall taken on Main 
Wall Eliminate, in Avon Gorge. 
The crack from the hard hat 
(as his head hit rock) was like 
a gunshot. Instantly thrown 
over, had he not been wearing 
a helmet he would now have a 
halo. 
The only way to prevent this 
type of inversion from occur
ring (though not gentle on the 
genitals) is simply not to use a 
karabiner on the crutch strap. 
Yours sincerely, 
Edwin Drummond {Sheffield) 

Tony Howard of Troll Products 
comments: I am amazed that 
Ed Drummond has taken so 
long to realize what must have 
been obvious to everyone. Of 
course it is possible to land 
upside-down in a free-fall 
situation, particularly when 
wearing a sack. Nevertheless, it 
is only a possibility and not the 
certainty that Drummond 
describes. We have carried out 
hundreds of experimental falls 
to prove this. 
Furthermore, this possibility 
applies to all waist and sit
harnesses, yet these harnesses 
because of their versatility are by 
far the most popular type among 
rock-climbers and alpinists, 

particularly in the English 
speaking world. Only the 
Europeans, who are traditionally 
worried about hanging head
first after a fall, prefer to use 
chest harnesses. The only way 
to combine the advantages of a 
chest tie with the advantages 
of a sit-harness is to use a full 
harness. 
When we worked on the design 
with Don Whillans, over five 
years ago, we were fully aware 
of this possible hazard, but we 
felt that the other advantages 
far outweighed the risk. Its 
popularity alone proves that 
for advanced technical climb
ing, abseiling, prusiking, hang
ing belays, fixed rope work, 
and sitting in comfort after a 
fall, there is not a harness to 
beat it. We have received 
hundreds of reports of falls and 
lives saved, but have yet to 
hear of one accident where a 
climber has been seriously in
jured in the manner that 
Drummond describes. 
Finally, in the recent accident 
on Cyrn Las, a climber was 
suspended in space for nine 
hours in his Whillans Harness 
which, according to the rescue 
team's report, "almost certainly 
saved his life". 
If the harness is used correctly, 
as advised in our leaflet, and 
not misused in the fashion pre
sumptuously suggested by 
Drummond, there is minimal 
risk to one's tender parts. I 
assume that his concern is 
genuine, but if he feels that the 
disadvantages he describes 
outweigh the advantages, he 
should use another type of 
harness rather than advocate 
misuse of the Whillans Harness 
in a way that could be phy
sically harmful. 
The only way to eliminate 
totally the possibility of a head
first fall is to use a high tie-in 
point, as stipulated in the 
forthcoming U.I.A.A. specifica
tion for harness. For this, I can 
fully recommend our full body 
harness which we have been 
testing for two years. This gives 
a guaranteed feet-first landing. 
The only other answer is to 
wear lead boots. 

Mt. McKinley to be 
renamed? 

from the Conservation Chairman 
of the Mountaineering Club of 
Alaska 

Dear Sir, 
The Board of Geographical 
Names, in Washington, is seek
ing public comment regarding 
the proposal to rename Mt. 
McKinley with its traditional 
Indian name of Denali, meaning 
(roughly) "The Great One". 
There is substantial local sup
port for a change of name to 
the historic title, and to remove 
a name that has only transi
tional importance and a neg
ligible role in Alaskan history. 
This proposal is supported by 

the Mountaineering Club of 
Alaska, and will be of interest 
to mountaineers everywhere, 
particularly those who have 
climbed the mountain . 
All correspondence in favour 
of the proposed name change 
should be addressed to: 
Secretary for Domestic Names, 
U.S. Board on Geographical 
Names, National Centre 
(Mail Stop 523), 
Reston, Virginia 22092. 
Yours sincerely, 
Thomas Meacham (Anchorage) 

Cairn-Building in Snowdonia 

from Tim Morley and 
Dai Williams 

Dear Sir, 
You may have noticed the 
recent spate of cairn-building 
in Snowdonia. Between the 
two Glyders, for example, four
foot high cairns have sprouted 
at intervals of about twenty 
yards, possibly as a reflection 
of our increased awareness of 
the mountain environment. 
However, in thick cloud, visi
bility may be reduced to a 
quarter of this, and Welsh snow 
is often deeper than four feet. 
Has enough been done? 
As mountaineers can obviously 
nolongerbeexpeciedtoread 
a map and use a compass in 
adverse conditions, anybody 
could lose the trail and become 
the victims of the popular press. 
Without doubt, the view of the 
media is correct, in that the 
mountaineering public must be 
protected from itself. Although 
they would be far from beauti
ful , there is no doubt that 
cairns should be at least seven 
feet high and no more than 
five yards apart, to afford an 
acceptable degree of safety. 
They should also be hollowed 
out as bivouac shelters for 
those unable to tell the time, 
and should be equipped with 
flags and emergency rations. 
On the other hand, it might be 
simpler to fix ropes along the 
major footpaths, so that the 
aspirant alpinist has only to 
clip in at the car-park, close 
his eyes and start walking. 
Or is that what they do 
already? 
Yours faithfully, 
Tim Morley and Dai Williams 
(Hoylake) 

Editorial comment: What a 
super idea. We can only hope 
that the National Park Authori
ties will take note of these 
proposals, and perhaps imple
ment them once they have 
established their wardened 
car-parks and introduced their 
systems of compulsory docu
mentation. Perhaps they could 
persuade the Ramblers· 
Association to assist in way
marking all the footpaths with 
phosphorescent paint. 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping. Mountaineering and Ski-ing 
Equ ipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic, Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S). 

N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C) 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S). 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick's Mountain Shop, 
531 Milton Road, 
Toowong. 
Tel. 07.702294 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354 (C) (M) (S). 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W., 41 
Tel. 403.283.5551 (C) (M) (S) . 
Alberta: Calgary 
Fresh Air Experience, 
720 17th Avenue S.W. 
Tel. 403.261.7900 (C) (M) (S). 
B.C. : Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 2Z5. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 
B.C. : Vancouver 
Alpine Crafts Equipment, 
1286 Kingsway. 
Tel. 604.879.7431 (M). 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952 

Aberdeen 
Campbell"s Sports, 
520 Union Street (S) . 
Tel. 0224.20157 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast: Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S). 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180 
Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27 / 29 Martineau Square. (S). 
Tel. 021 .236.9383 
Blackburn 
J. and J. Kirkham, 
9-11 Higher Church Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mounta in Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157 

Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre (C) . 
22 High Street, Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Y.H .A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Carlisle 
English Mountain Equ ipment, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate. 
Tel. 0246.68203 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01.688.2667 
Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darl ington) Ltd ., 
29 High North Gate (C) . 
Tel. 0325.2390 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0302.67755 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 / 2 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 (C) (S) . 

Fort William 
Nevi sport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 
Glasgow 
Greaves (S) , 
23 Gordon Street. 
Tel. 041 .221.4531 /2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041 .332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M). 
Tel. 041 .332.4814 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S) . 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M) . 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061.368.1558 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0532.23045 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mounta in Sports, 
105 London Road. (S). 
Tel. 0533.25235 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 

Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43a Harrington Street, 2. 
Tel. 051.236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Pindisports, 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01 .242.3278 
London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01 .992.6642 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01 .723.5252 
London 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd., 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01.839.1722 (S). 

London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
309 Brompton Road, S.W.1 . 
Tel. 01.584.7766 (S) (M). 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S). 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. (C) . 
Tel. 061.748.6408 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd ., 
36/38 Fountain Street, 2. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.48916 

Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles), 
177 Westgate Road. (S). 
Tel. 0632.23903 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0632.23561 
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Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
Montane Ltd ., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 
Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 

Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Queen Street. 
Tel. 0768.4505 
Penzance 
Ellis-Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. Tel. 0705.29410 

Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793 
Rochdale 
Jeff Connor Outdoor Centre, 
120/ 122 Drake Street. 
Tel. 0706.342062 (C) (M) . 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 021 .556.0802 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 021.553.1670 

Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
6 High Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0902.27012 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567 
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EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut Ltd., 
28 Stephen Street Lower, 2. 
Tel. 0001 .781 .358 .(C) (M) 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 177 

Oslo 
Sport Co. A/ S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.44 7381 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenord Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 (C) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel. 415.845.8600 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Berkeley 
Granite Sta irway Mountaineering 
2160 University Avenue, 94704. 
Tel. 415.848.7866 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, (C) (M). 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. Tel. 408.374.7777 
California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A 16-2 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745 (C) (S) . 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110 (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Glendora 
Pack and Piton, 
1000 E. Alosta Avenue, 91740. 
Tel.213.335.0414 (C) (M) (S) . 

California : La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 . 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) . 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164 (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Lancaster 
Dan 's Skiing & Mountaineering, 
844 W. Lancaster Blvd. 93534. 
Tel. 805.942 0804 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. Tel. 714.934.2423 
(C) (M) (S). 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917 (C) (S). 

California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds, 
443 12th Street, 92101. 
Tel. 714.232.2167 (C) (M) (S) . 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel, 805.541 .1533 (C) (M) (S). 

California : San Francisco 
The Smilie Co. (C) (M) (S) . 
575 Howard Street, 
94105. Tel. 415.421.2459 

California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 91356. 
Tel.213.881 .5111 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
1750 30th Street, 80301. 
Tel. 303.442.3551 (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1 752 No. 55th Street, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.4791 (C) (M) (S). 

Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. Tel. 303.377.2783 
(C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.3373 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado : Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M). 
Colorado: Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd., 
80227. Tel. 303.986.5541 
(C) (M) (S). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) . 

Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini -Mall, 83704 
Tel. 208.376.3731 (S) (C) . 

Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
41 ow. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133 (C) (M) (S) . 

Idaho : Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122, 83353. 
Tel. 208.726.3808 (S). 

Illinois : Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832 (C) (M) (S) . 

Massachusetts : Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S). 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue, 55403. 
Tel. 612.336.3884 
N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 
N.H.: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street, 03262. 
Tel. 603.745.2767 (M) (S) . 

New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc., 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
Tel. 716.837.3300 (C) (M) (S) . 

New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
21 p N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868 (C) (M) (S) 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S). 

New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838 (C) (M) (S). 
Oregon: Corvallis 
Recreational Sports Warehouse, 
500 S.W. 2nd Street, 97330. 
Tel. 503.752.5612 (C) (M) (S) . 

Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701 . 
Tel. 717.326.6537 (C) (M) (S) . 

Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J. D. Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters 
Afton Ave. (in the Buttonwood 
Barn), 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 
Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155So. Highland Drive,84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101 (C) (M) (S). 
Washington : Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623 (M) (S). 

Washington : Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallow·s Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 98105. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) . 

Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220 
Tel. 509.328.5020 (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S). 



Winter 
mountaineering? 
Climbing? 

Ski 
touring? 

You need the SEREX. 
The expedition grade pack 
from HINE/SNOWBRIDGE. 

The Serex is an expedition grade pack for the serious outdoor en
thusiast who needs a pack to handle his large loads and special 
equipment. Ideally suited for summer/winter mountaineering, the 
Serex is also perfect for almost inaccessible climbs and high 
country extended ski tours. Serex combines an adjustable yoke 
suspension system, compressor side straps and our unique internal 
'X' frame to make the pa<;:k as versatile in fitting different people as 
it is adjustable in fitting different load volumes. A perfect mating 
of design and function, the Serex is equally suited to transporting 
loads into a base camp as it is for carrying a minimum of equipment 
to a day climb. The Serex is only one of a complete line of top qual
ity packs designed and manufactured by people who use them. If 
you haven't seen the Serex, stop by your HINE/SNOWBRIDGE 
dealer today. For free catalog and dealer list, plus mail order infor
mation, write: 

HINE/SNOWBRIDGE 
Box 1459G 

Boulder, Colorado 80302 
U.S.A. OO □ rnJ® 

SNOWBRIDGE 

"DUVET KITS" £10 (U.K.) 
Or S.A.E. for details to: 
R. Clayton, 18 Fitzroy Rd, Bradford, W. Yorks BD3 9PD. 

KARRIMOR KATALOG 
Our catalogue has a reputation for being distinctive, informative and enjoyable 
reading on all matters technical and practical. If you would like a catalogue 
please send us an Sp. stamp and if you'd like a colour poster as well, include a 
total of 25p. Karrimor International Ltd., 

(M.M.) Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lancashire, England. 

LOCH Ell CENTRE 
by Fort William Inverness-shire, Scotland Tel. Corpach 320 

• Mountain Leadership • Rock-climbing 
• Snow and Ice Climbing • General Mountaineering 
• For details of these and sailing, canoeing and outdoor 

education courses write of ring for a brochure 

Recognised as a Mountain School by SMLTB 

Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347 (S). 
Wyoming: Casper 
Cross Country Mountaineering, 
128 W. Second, 82601. 
Tel. 307.237.2071 (C) (S). 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C). 
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Our new name and symbol 
is designed to reflect the world 

wide nature of our 

business and the constant 
strive for better materials 

and design compatible with 

both the expert and 
inexperienced user. 
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Overseas Distributors 
outside Europe 
( within Mountain's distribution area) 

Australia 
Paddymade Sales Pty. Ltd. , 148 Queen Street, 
Alexandria, New South Wales 2015, Australia. 

Canada 
Thos. Black & Sons (Canada) Limited, 225 Strathcona 
Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 

Japan 
Nichirey Sport Co. Limited , 9- 5 4 Chome Asakusabashi , 
Daito- Ku , Tokyo, Japan. 

New Zealand 
Oscar A. Coberger, 15 Cranmer Square, Christchurch 1, 
New Zealand. 

U.S.A. 
International Mountain Equipment, Box 494, 
North Conway, New Hampshire 03860, U.S.A. 

DACHSTEIN HIMALAYAN MITTS 

Among the most weatherproof mitts available. Hand 
knitted in Austria from 100% oiled , grey wool and 
preshrunk to 3/4 " thick. Highly water repellent and 
almost totally windproof. They provide the maximum 
amount of warmth . Colors: Grey, Red, Blue. 

Climb High, Inc. 
227 MAIN STREET 

BURLINGTON, VERMONT 05401 

MOUNTAINS OF EUROPE 
We represent some of the finest guide associations and 
mountaineering schools of the Alps to assist you on a project 
or to give you professional guidance on classic routes. All 
degrees. Also courses, alpine ski touring and easy hiking. 
Reasonable prices. 

ADVENTURES 
Or, if you prefer, join us on an expedition, trek or wilderness 
adventure to encounter nature and different worlds. We go to 
every part of the globe. 

Write indicating specific interest to : 

EARTH EXPLORERS (Inc.) 
1560A N. Sandburg Terrace, Chicago, II. 60610 



Galibier Boots OCTOBER 1975 PRICES 
N.B. An increase of 20% is due Jan. '76. 

TOP MODELS FROM THE WORLD'S BEST RANGE 

GUIDE (R.D.'s} 

.00 

YOSEMITE 

£24.50 

This deadman 
reached the summit. 
It's a Clog deadman, 

naturally. 

CLOG: Best in the 
world-tested best. 

E. B.'s 
The world's most popular 

rock boot needs no 
introduction - still only 

£9.95 
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AHEAD FOR 
HEIGHTS 

IN ULTIMATE CQ\IFIDENCE 
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What does a climber require in a 
climbing helmet? We think light· 
weight, unrestricted vision and 
hearing, adjustability and comfort. 
Add to that the engineering 
qualities required, namely -
impact resistance, shock absorbancy, 

strength, toughness, and consistant 
quality, the ultimate in climbers 
helmets. 
Here is the Ultimate Equipment 
version. It meets all those require
ments and for those particu tar 
about colour now offers a choice 
of red, blue & yellow, not spray 
painted but impregnated into the 
fibreglass. 

The helmet has now been uprated 
considerably, see it at your dealer 
or write to Ultimate Equipment 
Limited, Dept. M2, The Butts, 
Warkworth, Morpeth, Northumber· 
land NE65 OSP. 

~~ 
eqwpment 

Adventure with Ultimate confidence 

NEW IN alTAIN 
The CMl'S'Ring 

Descender 

This is called the '8' Ring because 
of its shape - that's obvious. 
There are 8 advantages over other 
descenders of this type, but that's 
just coincidence. 

The '8' Ring is an incredibly strong 
aircraft alloy aluminium hot forging 
and has been tested to a pu 11 of 
9,2001bs without shearing. 

2. It weighs only 4.2 ounces - less than 
the weight of two forged carabiners 
and half the weight of some other 
descenders. 

3. It is exceptionally compact being less 
than 5½ inches long. 

4. It is the ONLY device of its type 
which can be used with either one or 
two carabiners for attachment. 

6. The '8' Ring surface is a new special 
anodizing which helps dissipate heat. 

7. The anodizing makes the '8' Ring 
exceptionally long wearing. 

8. Rope life is extended because the 
anodizing prevents aluminium oxide 
particles abrading the rope. 

Ask for details at your nearest 
Ultimate Dealer or write to 
Ultimate Equipment Limited, 
Dept. M2, The Butts, Warkworth, 
Morpeth, Northumberland 

NE650~, 

~~ 
equipment 

Adventure with Ultimate confidence 



The argument 
for Anatomic 

• rucsacs cames 
a lot of weight .. 

Extensive field testing of the "anatomic" principle has 

shown that for big load carrying the Cyclops system is 

superior to orthodox rucsacs giving greater ease of carrying 

with less effort. If a given load is supported from the 

shoulders only, as on conventional rucsacs, an immediate 

impression of weight is conveyed to the wearer. Similarly, 

if a frame and sac combination is used, the frame pushes 

the centre of gravity of the load away from the back causing 

more effort to be used. However, using the unique Cyclops 
system, the impression of weight carried and effort used 
are considerably reduced. 

turn to page 59 

B8R6HJIUS 

The finest In U.S. and European equipment 
from PaulRoss,BIIIAughtonand FrankSimon 

U.S.Distrlbutors of the J.B.Hord Hat, 
Clog, Karrlmor, Troll ~ Mt.Equipment 

Box494. Main st. NorthCorrNay, 
New Hampshire. U.5.A tel 603.356.5287 

34 Dean Street 
Newcastle upon 
Tyne NE1 1PG 

ON TOP WITH GEAR FOR 
CLIMBERS DOWN UNDER 

Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
69 Liverpool St., Sydney, Australia. 

COME CAMPING, CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURY. Tel. 021-556 0802 

1 mile from M1. M5 & M6. Ample free parking, list of routes and 
street map free (We also have an indoor Ski School - 64ft. slope). 

vuhatS 
different about 
ELLIS BRIGHAM? 

It's our great range 
of rock and ice climbing 
gear and mountaineering 
equipment etc. We're 
small enough to give a 

personal service 
BIG ENOUGH to buy at 

the right prices 
}} which means 

·~-----~---,---====:: we sell at 

in any of our 
five shops 

never know what 
a good outdoor gear 
shop is, until you've 

been to Ellis 
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Special Offers: 
Salewa metal-shafted hammers . . . . . . . . . . £2.80 
Salewa hammer-in screw-out peg £3.55 
Salewa crampons (straps extra) . . . . . . . . . . £11.45 
Salewa Sticht Brake 9¾ double . . . . . . £2.80 
Salewa Sticht Brake 11 ¾ single . . . . . . . . . . £2.50 
Leather Ice Axe covers . . . . . . 90p 
Hipolito 1 pint paraffin pressure stove £7.80 
GLASGOW OUTCROPS A new rock guide for the west including Meikle 
Ross, Kirkcudbright (for Redcoats south of the border) and hitherto unknown 
crags such as Craigmore. Price £1.00 plus 1 Op p. and p. 

1--J ighrang~porfs 
99 Great Western Road, Glasgow G.4 041.332.5533 

Climb wit}i '¥HA 
Whatever clothing or equipment you need 
for your next climbing holiday, the chances 

are we have it. Top quality and economy 
lines. All at fair prices-and backed by 
as much free help and advice as you want. 
Call in or telephone for the full facts. 
or a copy of our climbing catalogue. 

cyHA everyones climbing ceritre 
London : 29 John Adam Street. WC2 Telephone 01 -839 1722 

Birmingham: 35 Cannon Street. B2 Telephone 021-643 5180 
Manchester : 36/38 Fountain Street. M2 Telephone 061-834 7119 

~ VHA Services Ltd 

BeCK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
Handmade of neoprene nylon, the best iron buckles 
and copper belt rivets, hand set with our own special 
tool. Neoprene nylon does not ice up. Heat sealed 
edges provide further protection against ice build up. 
Will not stretch. No-time-limit guarantee. 
Makers of the famous Chouinard Crampon Straps. Write for free catalog. 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS - BOX 1038 
CRESCENT CITY, CALIFORNIA 95531 

Novv in Liverpool 
if you find selecting the right gear 

a problem, consult: 

Don Morrison 
shops at: 

LIVERPOOL and SHEFFIELD 
43a Harrington Street, 2. 
(off North John Street) 
Tel. 051.236.0525 

343 London Road, S2 4NG 
Tel. 0742.56018 



.. so does the 
Cyclops .. 

First in the anatomic 
range. A wedge shaped 
backpacking, climbing 
sac giving a superior 
carry. Manufactured in 
nylon with two 
compartments and hip 
fin pockets. 

but .. turn to inside 
back-cover ... 

BeRGHJIUS 34 Dean Street 
Newcastle upon 
Tyne NE1 1PG 

CHARLOTTE MASON 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

AMBLESIDE · CUMBRIA 
A one year course leading 

to the Advanced Certificate 
in Outdoor Education of the 

University of Lancaster
beginning September, 1976 

This course is designed for qualified 
teachers with personal skills in 

one or more outdoor pursuits. It 
will investigate 

ADVENTURE AND CHALLENGE 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN A 
FRAMEWORK OF SAFETY 

It will include a study of the needs of young 
people, different environments as sources of 
adventure, and the demands of leadership in 

outdoor activities. The development of 
personal skills is an integral part of the course. 

Forms of application and full details of the course may be 
obtained from the : 

Tutor for In-service Training, 
Charlotte Mason College of Education, 

Ambleside, Cumbria LA22 98B 

One way to 
keep warm 

~~8MIN4~ 
~ )f 

;)l 
ANOTHER 
GREAT 
DUVET 
FROM 

.; 

~(~~ 

fi 

You can't beat this one for the price ! 
All the important features of a first class duvet 
are found in the lnnominata -

• Top Quality nylon cover and New Duck Down 
filling. 

• Double Garment construction. 

• Pockets, 2 outside, 1 inside. 

• Press studs and Velcro front fastening. 

e Attached, filled, fold-away hood. 

Warm and light the lnnominata is a worthy 
partner to the well known, more expensive 
Freney model. 

BROCHURES ARE AVAILABLE FROM RETAIL 
STOCKISTS, WHERE THIS AND OTHER DUVETS 
IN THE POINTFIVE RANGE CAN BE SEEN. 

Banton & Co. Ltd., Meadow Lane, Nottingham 
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Doug Scott on the summit of Everest. Photo: Courtesy of the B.E.E. 

G&H 
on the summit 

Makers of Windproofs and Cagoules 
G & H Products, Blackburn Roa<i, Birstall, Batley, Yorkshire. 
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we can supply ,..a __ ---=:.. __ 

everything but the mountain! 
We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, Duvets, 
Waterproof Clothing . Specialise in Backpacking Gear. Plus 
over 40 Tents suitable for Mountain use : names like Clog, Stubai, 
Snowdon, Peck, M .S. R., Bonaiti Cassin, Simond, Chouinard, 
Viking, Mammut, Joanny, Ede/rid, Troll, Salewa, Optimus, 
J.B., MOAC, Henri-Lloyd, Helly Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, 
Point Five, Mountain, Soppy, G. & H., Dachstein, Karrimor, 
Berghaus, Camp Trails, Hawkins, Kastinger, Scarpa, 
Robusta, La Dolomite, Blacks, Vango, Saunders, Marecha/, 
Turblokken, Spring/ow, Ranch House. 

WE HAVE A 
SPECIAL CONTRACT 

DEPARTMENT 
FOR CLUB AND 
EDUCATIONAL 

ORDERS 

You will be dealing with experts - Les 
Holliwell is our technical adviser. Before 
buying your gear, write or phone for our 
EXTRAORDINARY COMPETITIVE 
FREE PRICE LIST Offering Substan
tial Savings. Barclay/ Access accepted. We 
have a large Mail Order Department - most 
items immediate despatch with 7 -day 
approval service. 
Specialists in supplying equipment to 
overseas expeditions 

AND FOR 
PERSONAL & DIRECT 

EXPORT 

23/25 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex. Tel. (STD 0277) 221259 

Only 10 minutes from Brentwood Station ; 30 minutes from 
London's Liverpool Street Station (Southend Line). ---------Please send me vour free pnce ltst. 

Name 

Address 
I 

·- ------ (M01) I --· 



CYCLOPS 

Roe and Echo 
CYCLOPS ROC 
After extensive testing we have developed the Cyclops Roe - a 
combination of the traditional large capacity single compart
ment sac and the anatomic principle of the Cyclops - giving a 
practical climbing sac which carries heavy loads with ease. A 
major departure, however, is the different sizes now available 
in order to fit a wide range of body types. Fitted with an integral 
aluminium frame, the canvas back is lined with close cell foam 
for greater comfort and top tensioners hold the sac close to 
your back. Hip fins transfer the weight of the load through the 
pelvis. A suede base gives an improved abrasion resistance, 
the top being closed by a draw cord with an extension for 
larger loads and bivvying. A nylon flap, elasticated for a tighter 
fit and closed with two straps and simplex buckles, covers the 
sac top with a zipped pocket for camera, waterproofs, maps, etc. 
Accessory patches on the sides of the sac allow pockets or skis 
to be attached. Capacity 80 litres 

CYCLOPS ECHO 
As with Cyclops and Cyclops Roe, this sac features an integral 
frame, padded back and ··wrap around" fins to give the com
fortable carrying position which has become so popular. The 
base compartment, in suede, should be filled with soft items, 
such as clothes, sleeping bag, etc. in order to achieve a close 
fit to the back, aided by tensioning straps from the top of the 
sac to the padded shoulder harness. The convenience of a 
zipped pocket on the lid together with 2 side pockets greatly 
increases the capacity of the sac and make it ideal as an 
expedition or backpacking sac. The sac lid is elasticated to 
give a weatherproof fit and an extension to the top of the sac 
allows larger loads to be carried when required. Available in 
three sizes. Capacity 77 litres 

B8R6HJIUS 
34 Dean Street Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1 PG England 

- Gi) Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c/o 56 Sylvester Road, London N.2. 
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Ghe 

FirsG choice 

Sleepin~ Bags and Down Gear by: 
Mounta1n·.Equipm~nt Ltd., George Street, Glossup, Derbyshire, England. 
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