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One way to 
keep warm 
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ANOTHER 
GREAT 
DUVET 
FROM 

~(~; 
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You can't beat this one for the price! 
All the important features of a first class duvet 
are found in the lnnominata -

• Top Quality nylon cover and New Duck Down 
filling . 

• Double Garment construction. 

• Pockets, 2 outside, 1 inside. 

• Press studs and Velcro front fastening. 

• Attached, filled, fold-away hood. 

Warm and light the lnnominata is a worthy 
partner to the well known, more expensive 
Freney model. 

BROCHURES ARE AVAILABLE FROM RETAIL 
STOCKISTS, WHERE THIS AND OTHER DUVETS 
IN THE POINTFIVE RANGE CAN BE SEEN. 

Banton & Co. Ltd ., Meadow Lane, Nottingham 

We stock the most modern 
clothing and equipment 
available for todays techniques 
on ice and snow climbing 

Find your gear in our 62 page 
Equipment Guide - only 16p 

Our advice however is FREE 

Jumar 
Ascenders. 

Mountain 
Centre ltd 
34 Dean St., Newcastle 
upon Tyne . Tel. 23561 

REI, main U.S. agent for Ju mar Ascenders, is 
now inviting dealer inquiries. 

These Swiss rope climbing devices grip ropes 
from 3/s" to½" in diameter. Strong and durable, 
they are quicker and more efficient to use than a 
prussik knot. They allow a climber to ascend and 
descend a fixed rope with equal ease. 

Right and left hand ascenders weight 1 O oz. 
each. A pair weighs 1 ¼ lbs. 

Replacement parts also available. 

For complete details, write REI. 
Attn: Dept. M-CJ 

Recreational Equ,prnent Inc. 

" The Original Outdoor Co-op-Est. 1938" 
P.O. Box 22090, Seattle, WA 98122 



IF IT'S liUIDE BOONS YOUR AFTER, 
PIO DISPORTS 

HOLBORN·ACTON· CROYDON· Bl RMI NG HAM 
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karrimor the world's 
most experienced equipment 

Sole suppliers to the Everest 
Expedition of Pack frames, 
Sacs, Gaiters, Overboots and 
Box Tents. 

Photo: Dougal Haston, karrimor 
Alpine Technical Adviser, start
ing traverse of ice field on final 
assault on Everest. 

. ~rf \1 
karrimor International ltd." "1 

Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes., England. 
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■VIBPORT 

Nevisport, 72 High Street, 
Fort William. Tel. 0397.3245 
Nevisport, 261 Sauchiehall Street, 
Glasgow. Tel. 041.332.4814 

STAFF REQUIRED 
We require additional staff to help in the running of this famous mountaineering 
inn. Barman, Barmaid, Waitresses, Housekeeping and Cleaning, Cooking, 
Handyman. These jobs can be offered as Permanent positions or on a short term 
basis, live in with full board and lodging. 6 day week. Write or Phone Mr. Arthy 

Wastwater Hotel, Wasdale Head, 
Seascale, Cumbria Tel. Wasdale 229 

l.4tt\\'I~ Al.41'1N~ 

"
~,Ts'r~,,,s · . 

Pocks, Tents , Outer Wear , 
Hardware , Harnesses, Accessories. 

Dept (MM), 1752 North 55th St. 
Boulder, Colorado B0301 , U.S.A . 

RICK'S MOUNTAIN SHOP 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

Retail Outlet for the Odin Equipment Company. 
Specializing in Mail Order Service throughout 
Australia and New Zealand. 
Sole distributor of Chouinard Equipment. 
Stockist of Chouinard, Edelrid, Forrest, 
Leeper, lnteralp, Jumar, Mammut, Galibier, 
Point Five and other leading brands. 

Troll, 
Seab, 

Owned and managed by experienced climbers. 
Shop : 531 Milton Road , Toowong, Brisbane 
Mail order : P.O. Box 12, Toowong 4066 , Queensland, 
Australia. Tel. 70.2294 or 933,771 

He's one of 
the country's 
most experienced 
suppliers of Mountain 
Clothing and Equipment. 

20 years of buying and supply
ing Camping, Climbing and 
Outdoor Equipment have 
taught us a lot - firstly that 
only the best quality merchan-

Bryan G. Stokes 

dise is good enough and this 
has to be sold at competitive 
prices - write for our price list 
and Catalogue and see what 
I mean. 

9 Charles Street, Sheffield, Yorks. Tel. : 27525 
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Our new name and symbol 

is designed to reflect the world 

wide nature of our 

business and the constant 

strive for better materials 

and design compatible with 

both the expert and 

inexperienced user. 
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Overseas Distributors 
outside Europe 
(within Mountain's distribution area) 

Australia 
Paddymade Sales Pty, Ltd ., 148 Queen Street, 
Alexandria, New South Wales 2015, Australia , 

Canada 

Thos, Black & Sons (Canada) Limited, 225 Strathcona 
Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada , 

Japan 

Nichirey Sport Co. Limited, 9- 5 4 Chome Asakusabashi , 
Daito- Ku, Tokyo, Japan, 

New Zealand 

Oscar A. Coberger, 15 Cranmer Square, Christchurch 1, 
New Zealand . 

U.S.A. 
International Mountain Equipment, Box 494, 
North Conway, New Hampshire 03860, U.S.A. 

For comfort 
and reliability 
the U7/1 Solo 
stands alone. 

For the Solo back-packer, the U7/1 stands 
alone in many ways. 

This one-man tent is beautifully designed, 
lightweight, its easy to put up and will put you 
up in Ultimate comfort. 

The large bell-end gives plenty of storage 
and cooking space. 

You can sit up too! 
The flysheet fully covers the inner for 

complete protection and the whole tent comes 
packed in three small bags weighing a total of 
only 316 llozs. 

You won't stand alone in being impressed 
by this new Ultimate tent. 

For further information about our tents and 
indeed our whole range of equipment, ask your 
nearest Ultimate dealer or post off the coupon to: 

Ultimate Equipment Limited 
The Butts, Warkworth, Morpeth 
Northumberland NE65 OSP. 

r-------------7 Please send me; Ultimate Catalogue, further information 

I ultimate Nam, '"""'"'" Solo ""'"'c' I 

I EOJIPfV1ENT ----1 
Address I 

I 
I 

_______ _J 

Adventure with Ultimate confidence 
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to stand and rely on 
in anyplace 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

New Zealanders come 
close to success on 
difficult Jannu face. 

NEPAL 

Jannu (25,294ft.) 
An eleven-man New Zealand 
party, consisting of Pete Farrell 
(leader), Limbo Thompson, 
Noel Sissons, Brian Fearnley, 
Don Cowie, Ian Jowett, 
Graeme Dingle, Jim Strang, 
Geoff Wyatt, Bryan Pooley and 
Lynn Crawford with Roger 
Foley (journalist), came close 
to success in a bid to climb the 
difficult North-West Face, the 
magnificent 5,000ft. ice face 
above the Jannu Glacier. 
Sustained technical difficulties 
with high avalanche risk were 
encountered over much of the 
route. The face started with a 
very steep 1,500ft. section, 
with ice pitches of up to 90°. 
The party's third camp was 
established at 23,500ft. A 
tortuous 1,000ft. section fol
lowed, working through and 
round ice cliffs to Camp 4. 
Thereafter, though it was still 
steep, the climbing was more 
straightforward, but so much 
time had been spent on the 
lower section of the route that 
it was not until late October 
that the climbers reached the 
top of the face, at 24,000ft. By 
this time the autumn winds had 
become so bitter and hostile 
that it seemed foolhardy to try 
to continue along the ridge to 
reach the summit. 

INDIA 

Kalanka (22,740ft.) 
This unclimbed sister-peak of 
Changabang was climbed for 
the first time this summer by a 
four-man Japanese team, led 
by lkup Tanabe. 
Sickle Moon (21,570ft.) 
A Japanese Military expedition, 
led by Col. Fumio Yunoki, met 
with disaster during an attempt 
on this peak in August. Their 
high camp was hit by a deva
stating stone-fall and "rolling 
boulders". Two of the five 
occupants, Satoru Takachi and 
Sherpa Ang Chhutar, were 
killed. Chhutar had previously 
accompanied the four climbers 
(in two groups of two) on two 
summit bids, the second of 
which came within 150ft. of 
success. Ironically, Chhutar, a 
Havildar in the lndo-Tibetan 
Border Police, had been injured 
in an accident on the same 
mountain in 1973, when he was 
flown out by helicopter. 
Himavanta reports that in early 
October a twenty-six-man ( !) 
Indian team, led by Lt. Col. 
D. N. Tankha, succeeded in 

making the first ascent of the 
mountain. The summit was 
reached by Tsering Norbu and 
Nima Dorje. 
Nun (23,410ft.) 
Six members of a twenty-one
man Swedish expedition are 
reported to have climbed this 
peak in mid-September. 

KARAKORAM 

Malubiting Central 
(23,920ft.) 
A ten-man Japanese team, led 
by J . Kasahara, made the first 
ascent of this peak. The summit 
was reached on August 2, by 
Hideki Atsumi and three others; 
during the descent the follow
ing day, one of the support 
climbers, Hitoshi ltoh, slipped 
and fell to his death. 
Teram Kangri (24,490ft.) 
A twelve-man Japanese party, 
led by H. Katayama, climbed 
this peak on August 12, taking 
a route from the Teram Sher 
Glacier up the South Ridge of 
Peak 2. The summit was 
reached by Kazuo Kodaka and 
Yasunobu Kobayashi. 
K 12 (24,503ft. ) 
An eight-man Japanese expedi
tion, led by Y. Yamamoto, suc
ceeded in making the second 
ascent of K 12 on August 4. 
The summit was reached by 
Shigeru Kawana, Sueo Ohta 
and Masaru Takeyama. 
Chogolisa (25,148ft.) 
We now have further details to 
add to our report in Mountain 
46. Koblmuller's party took a 
route from the Kaberi Glacier 
and thence via the West Ridge 
(not the South Face, as pre
viously reported} to the South
West Summit, which was 
reached on August 2. 
The ill-fated Buhl/Diemberger 
attempt in 1957 was made from 
the north, with the aim of 
gaining the North-West 
Summit, and the following year 
a Japanese expedition suc
ceeded on this route. 
Chogolisa is trapezoid in shape, 
however, and the South-West 
Summit is separated by a 
1,000 yard ridge from the high
point reached by the Japanese. 
Nowadays, most experts believe 
the South- West Summit to be 
slightly higher than the North
West Summit, so Koblmuller·s 
team achieved a very marginal 
first ascent. 
Mitre Peak 
In Mountain 46, we stated in
correctly that this peak had 
already been climbed. There are 
two Mitre Peaks in the Kara-

Above: The North- West Face of 
Jannu. The New Zealand Expe
dition reached a point just below 
the skyline ridge on the left. 

koram, and the one by Con
cordia in the Baltoro Valley is 
in fact still virgin. 
Grand Cathedral 
(c. 21,000ft. ) 
A thirteen-man Italian expedi
tion, led by Giulio Fiocchi, made 
the first ascent of this fine rock 
peak in early July. A mixed 
route was taken up the South
West Spur to a ridge, and 
thence past several subsidiary 
summits to the top. The summit 
was reached by Giuseppe Lan
franconi, Gian Lanfranchi, 
Amabile Valsecchi and Ben
venuto Laritta . Meanwhile, five 
other members of the expedition 
climbed a fine rock route up the 
South Face, but this did not 
finish near the summit. 
Liara (22,922ft.) 
An eight-man Japanese group, 
led by T. Ishikawa, made the 
first ascent via a route up the 
East Face, on August 9. The 
summit was reached by 
Ryoichi Babaguchi and Kozo 
Sakaguchi. 
Purian Sar (22,712ft.) 
Seven members of an eight
man Japanese team, led by S. 
H otta, made the first ascent of 
this peak on August 7. Hotta 
was in fact the only member of 
the party not to reach the 
summit. 
Daintal / Naltar Valleys 
A British group, consisting of 
Rob Collister, Dave Wilkinson 
and Rob Ferguson, climbed 
and explored in this area for 
three weeks. They ascended 
the North Ridge of Pt. 5639 
(18,500ft.), which gave a TD 
route, and also made ascents of 
Snow Dome and Pt. 5961 (the 
latter by the South Ridge). 
None of these peaks had pre
viously been climbed. 
Other Expeditions 
In the Latok group, Japanese 
expeditions mounted bids on 
Latok 1 (23,437ft.) and Latok 2 

(23,316ft.). M. Hara's Latok 1 
expedition failed to reach the 
South Ridge because of ava
lanche and stonefall danger; 
instead, they made an ex
ploratory trip around the Latok 
peaks, crossing three glaciers. 
On Latok 2, N. Takada's team 
reached a col on the West 
Ridge, but lack of time and 
food forced a retreat at that 
point. 
Japanese expeditions also 
failed in attempts to climb K6 
(23,890ft.), Spantik (23,040ft.) 
and Saltoro Kangri (25,400ft.) . 
Correction 
In Mountain 45, we erroneously 
reported that Janusz Onyszkie
wicz was the leader of the 
Polish expedition that operated 
on Gasherbrum 2 and Gasher
brum 3. In fact, the expedition 
was under the overall leader
ship of Wanda Rutkiewicz. 

HINDU RAJ / HINDU KUSH 

Thui 1 (21,S00ft.) 
A British team, consisting of 
Dave Broadhead, Geoff Cohen, 
George Gibson, Dave Page and 
Des Rubens, climbed one of 
the lower summits (c. 21,000ft.) 
of this peak in late July. Four 
other summits in the south, 
ranging from 18,000-21,500ft., 
were also climbed, and spirited 
attempts were made on Thui 2 
and Thui 1.5. This last is the 
name proposed for the promi
nent 21,500ft. peak which lies 
between Thui 1 and Thui 2. 
Saraghrar (24,110ft.) 
A ten-man Spanish expedition, 
led by Jordi Colomer, failed in 
its attempt to climb the South
West Ridge. The climbers were 
frustrated by bad weather on 
this long and seemingly very 
difficult rock spur and, after 
fixing over 5,000ft. of rope, 
they were forced to abandon 
their bid while still well short of 
their objective. The route, as 
far as it went, was on good 
rock and involved some very 
steep and sustained climbing. 
Correspondents: Dingle, Guha, 
Tamekuni, Rowell, Koblmiiller, 
Ferguson, Cohen and Bramana 
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CANADA 

Logan Mountains 
Andrew Embick, Alan Long, 
Kathy Murray, George Schunk 
and Todd Thompson made a 
total of eight first ascents and 
four repeats of peaks in this 
area, during July and August. 
Further details will be published 
in the next American Alpine 
Journal. 
Tombstone Range 
Bugs McKeith and Diana 
Knaak made two worthwhile 
first ascents here. They climbed 
the "appallingly loose" North
East Face of Crematorium and 
the entertaining East Ridge of 
Badilia (3,000ft., 5.7, A2), a 
continuous knife-edge on 
excellent granite. 
Rocky Mountains 
Several ice climbs have still to 
be reported from the winter of 
1974/75. First ascents in
cluded Guinness Gully (800ft., 
grade 4) on the North- West 
Face of Mt. Denis, climbed by 
Jack Firth, John Lauchlan, Pat 
Morrow and Jim Tanner; Silk 
Tassel, by Morrow and Tanner; 
Pointless Gully (300ft., grade 4) 
near Bow Lake, climbed by 
Mc Keith and Ian Rowe ; Ice 
Nine (300ft., grade 5) on the 
South- West Face of Mt. Wilson, 
climbed by McKeith and Adrian 
and Alan Burgess; Linda Ice 
Nice (1 ,000ft., grade 4) on the 
South-East Face of Mt. Whyte , 
by Dick Howe and McKeith. 
Polar Circus (300ft., grade 6) , 
previously referred to as the 
Cirrus Mountain Gully, proved 
to be a major undertaking; it 
was completed in seven days 
by the strong combination of 
the Burgess twins, McKeith and 
Charlie Porter. The second 
ascent was made shortly after
wards by Laurie Skreslet, Mike 
Lailey and Eckhart Grassman, 
who took six days. Another 
important second ascent was 
Skreslet's and Moray Tofft's 
ascent of Bourgeau Left Hand. 
The unsettled conditions ot the 
ensuing summer season made 
rock-climbing on the eastern 
slopes popular, and several new 
areas were opened up. Several 
ice routes were also developed, 
notably Tumbling Glacier by 
Pete Zvengrowski and Greg 
Spohr, and a route above the 
Horseshoe Glacier by Tofft and 
Glen Boles. Mt. Temple's North 
Face saw two notable repeats: 
the Greenwood/ Locke Route 
by Lauchlan and Tanner, and 
the Gardner Route (finishing 
up the top of the East Ridge) 
by McKeith and Urs Kallen . 
Gerry Rogan and Jim Elzinga 
made the second ascent of the 
Jones / Lowe Route on the 
North-East Face of Deltaform, 
but they were overtaken by bad 
weather and delayed for 
several days; they were even
tually picked up by helicopter 
while descending. 

Above: Bugs McKeith leading Ice Nine , a new Grade 5 ice climb in 
the Canadian Rockies. Photo: Adrian Burgess. Below: The North
West Face of Mt. Asgard in Baffin Island, showing the general line of 
the new Porter Route. Photo: Doug Scott 

The Emperor Face of Mt. 
Robson remains inviolate, and 
the only other climb of note 
was the new route on Mt. 
Kitchener (see Mountain 46). 
Baffin Island 
The North-West Face of Mt. 
Asgard was climbed solo by 
Charlie Porter, during the period 
September 1-10. This is the 
prominent face first tried in 
1972 by Doug Scott and 
Dennis Hennek. This year, 
Porter teamed up with Pete 
Padden, Shary McVoy, Craig 
Martinson and Rick Sylvester, 
who had already made an 
abortive attempt to climb the 
face by the obvious left-

slanting dihedral. Poor weather 
had forced them down after 
they had climbed only 250ft. 
(placing several bolts) . Porter, 
Sylvester and McVoy returned 
and, taking a different start 
rather to the right of the 
dihedral, they were able to gain 
the dihedral higher up, by 
means of a long pendulum 
(utilizing only one bolt). This 
attempt petered out two-thirds 
of the way up the 2,000ft. wall, 
in the face of a bad snow
storm. Finally, Porter returned 
alone to complete the route. 
Correspondents: McKeith, 
Adams-Carter and Martinson 

ALASKI\ 

Mt. McKinley (20,320ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) Henry 
Florschutz, Pete Metcalf, Lin
coln Stoller and Angus 
Thuermer made a new route up 
the Reality Ridge, the western 
leg of the South-East Spur of 
the South Buttress. They con
tinued via the Thayer Basin to 
the Thayer Ridge and on to 
Denali Pass, from which the 
summit was reached. Metcalf 
writes: "This must be one of 
the most beautiful alpine routes 
in North America, with con
tinuous views of Mt. Dan 
Beard, Moose's Tooth, 
Rooster's Comb and Mts. 
Huntington and Hunter and 
many others - truly incredible". 
Mt. Vancouver (15,700ft.) 
(St. Elias Mountains) A party 
consisting of Rob Milne, Hal 
Murray, Bob Walker, John 
Yates, Barton DeWolfe, Cliff 
Cantor, Bob Dangel and Paul 
Ledoux made the first ascent of 
the North-East Ridge. They 
encountered considerable 
avalanche danger and were 
able to climb only during the 
night. 
Mt. Fairweather (15,31 Sft.) 
(Fairweather Range) A group 
consisting of Darrell Brown, 
Keith Echelmeyer, Steve Ruhl, 
Mike Ruckhaus, Mike Barman, 
Chip Mehring and Steve 
Gaskell climbed both the 
South-South-West Ridge and 
the South Ridge, during July. 
Echelmeyer, Gaskell and Ruhl 
made the first ascent of the 
South-South- West Ridge, 
during the period July 14-17. 
The following day, the four 
remaining climbers started up 
the South Ridge (Original 
Route), reaching the summit on 
July 20. Gaskell also soloed the 
North-West Ridge of Mt. 
Sabine (10,400ft.), a peak six 
miles due south of Mt. Fair
weather. 
Correspondents: Metcalf and 
A dams- Carter 

THEANDES 
Hualcan (20,094ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) Curry Slay
maker and Dave Cicchetti made 
a new route up the South-West 
Ridge of this peak. 
Huayna Potosi (19,996ft.) 
Roman Laba, John Roskelley 
and Jim States made the first 
ascent of the 4,000ft. West 
Face. This steep, triangular face, 
which finishes at the South
West Summit, provided a route 
described by Laba as "the best 
on the mountain". The climbers 
were able to avoid most of the 
rock on the face by working up 
a series of steep ice runnels. 
The climb took two days, with 
one bivouac on the face and 
one on the summit. 
Correspondents: Adams-Carter 
and Laba 



PEOPLE 
The Bats: climbing group 
bridges ethnic divide 
In Cape Town at the moment 
there is a loosely organized 
group, calling itself the Bats 
Climbing Club, which in many 
ways parallels the British Rock 
and Ice of the 'fifties. The club 
consists of an amalgam of 
coloured and white climbers 
who have come into the sport 
independently of the established 
white and coloured clubs. One 
of their leading climbers is 
twenty-year-old Ed February. 
who has been described as 
"the best coloured climber in 
South Africa". And he is indeed 
a colourful character, rumbus
tious and enthusiastic; with 
Dave Cheesmond, another Bat, 
he has made early ascents of 
Oscillation and Roulette, two 
of South Africa's hardest 
climbs. Another member is Ed's 
younger brother, Rod (17), 
who is still at school. He, too, 
leads Extremes and, with Ed, 
has done most of the harder 
routes around the Cape and in 
the Drakensberg, and at 
Monteseel Crag near Durban. 
The group also includes Dave's 
older brother, John Cheesmond 
(cousin of the well-known 
English climber of the same 
name), Afrikaans climber Pete 
du Preez, Irishman Dave Mc
Mullan, and coloured climbers 

Below: Bats climbers: I. to r. 
(back) Steve Bridgeman, John 
Cheesmond, Ed January, Ed 
February, (front) Pete du Preez, 
Dave Cheesmond, A. N. Other. 
Right: Rod February (top), 
Dave McMullan (centre) and 
Maurice Wyngard. 

edited by 
Audrey Salkeld 

Maurice Wyngard and (coinci
dently) Ed January. 
The impetus behind the forma
tion of the Bats came primarily 
from Dave Cheesmond, and in 
Apartheid dominated South 
Africa such groupings are not 
exactly encouraged. The reac
tion of the conservative 
Mountain Club of South Africa 
is typified in this comment by 
a Mountain Club member : 
"What the hell is this Chees
mond guy trying to prove -
climbing with the blacks?" 
There have been a number of 
'incidents', when the Bats 
climbers have drawn hostile 
comments from Mountain Club 
members. When the Bats pub
lished two guidebooks in 
response to Mountain Club 
complacency, relations were 
strained even further. The 
climbing activity of the Bats 
has developed into a sort of 
challenge to the Mountain 
Club: the more they are criti
cized, the harder they climb. 
One outstanding lead by Ed 
February was on the first ascent 
of Orang-Outang, in the Cedar
berg Range. This is a sustained, 
ten-pitch climb on which 
February made a number of 
Extreme leads. 
It is ironic that some of the 
first really able coloured rock
climbers are developing their 
skills in a country that puts such 
stress on suppressing native 
ambition and ensuring separa
tion of the races. 

Killing pigs on Tuesdays 
Last summer, actor/climber 
Terry King had a successful 
Alpine season, making the first 
British ascents of the Shroud, 

the Dru Couloir and the Breche 
du Triolet, as well as ascents of 
the Droites North Face, the 
Eiger and the Walker Spur. 
At present, King (stage name -
Terry McCarthy) is taking 
advantage of current difficulties 
in his profession, by devoting 
more time to climbing. In fact, 
he sees many similarities be
tween acting and climbing: 
both demand of their adherents 
an intense dedication bordering 
on obsession, and both main
tain a star system. 

Actor McCarthy alias King 

King's theatrical career began 
on the day he walked into the 
Sheffield Playhouse and an
nounced that he wanted to be 
an actor. He was taken on as a 
stage-hand and eventually given 
some acting parts. But the 
unsociable hours he had to 
work left little time to develop 
his passion for climbing, and 
he opted for a spell at Drama 
School to give himself more 
freedom. Then followed a run 
as the Caterpillar in Alice in 
Wonderland, in Derby, and a 
year at the Playhouse in New
castle. He went on tour and did 
some TV work, which, besides 
the Coronation Street episodes, 

included an appearance as a 
mugger in Crown Court. But 
work for young actors is very 
scarce just now - especially 
for actors who find themselves 
in the Alps when auditions do 
crop up - so King ekes out a 
living by odd-jobbing between 
climbing sprees. His latest 
odd-job has been with a bacon 
factory, marketing bacon and 
killing pigs on Tuesdays, but 
he hopes to get back on to the 
stage soon. 

Baubles for the discerning 
hero 
Yannick Seigneur has the win
some good looks of a film star 
and his chest bares well. Mak
ing the most of these attributes, 
a double-page spread in the 
French climbing magazine, 
La Montagne, invites the 
reader to buy from a new range 
of Y.S. Pitons. Not for rock or 
ice these pitons, but mono
grammed miniatures on leather 
thongs to dangle against hairy 
and not-so-hairy chests. They 
are made with a choice of 
either gold or silver plate. 
Seigneur has all the ingredients 
of a folk hero : charm, cheek 
and an impressive record of first 
ascents. 

Even his surname is a copy
writer's gift (Seigneur, meaning 
Lord); you wear his trinkets 
and you are elevated to the 
Lordly Race, suggests the 
advert. These are not the first 
piton gimmicks. The late Bill 
('Dolt') Feurer used to advertise 
wild piton designs in the 
American magazine, Summit. 
His most fanciful invention was 
a presentation set of gold
plated Doltpegs, mounted in 
rosewood, as a present for the 
climber who had everything. A 
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never know what 
a good outdoor gear 
shop is, until you've 

been to Ellis 

OBITUARIES 
Bruce Carson 
Slim Sorrell 
Jerry Wright 

Bruce Carson 
Twenty-four-year-old Carson 
was killed in early September, 
when he fell through a cornice 
on the summit of Trisul, in the 
Garhwal Himalaya. One of the 
most accomplished all-round 
mountaineers in the United 
States, Carson was amongst 
the first to make hammerless 
ascents of the big Yosemite aid
routes. In this way, he did The 

Nose of El Capitan (with Yvon 
Chouinard) and made solo 
ascents of the South Face of 
Washington Column and the 
Chouinard/ Herbert Route on 
The Sentinel. His outstanding 
achievement in this field, how
ever, was a hammerless first 
solo ascent of the West Face of 
The Sentinel (see article in 
Mountain 33). 
A widely travelled mountaineer, 
Carson had climbed in New 
Guinea, the Pamirs and the 
Yukon. Last year, in the Andes, 
he made a number of fine 
ascents on Nevado Alpamayo 
and surrounding peaks, before 
leaving on his fateful Indian 
expedition. 

Slim Sorrell 
Forty-seven-year-old Sorrell 
died during a shooting incident 

in Cardiff, in November. One 
of the original members of the 
celebrated Rock and Ice Club, 
Sorrell accompanied Joe Brown 
on a number of his famous first 
ascents in Wales in the early 
'fifties, notably on Hangover, 
Diglyph and Octo. 

Jerry Wright 
J. E. B. Wright died recently at 
his home in Buckinghamshire 
at the age of eighty. In the 
'twenties, Wright became the 
first professional guide in 
England, and he will be particu
larly remembered as the founder 
of the now defunct Moun
taineering Association. In the 
post-war years, the M.A. pro
vided many young climbers 
with a means of access to the 
sport, and Wright was respon
sible for organizing the training 
of some 14,000 novice clim
bers. However, the rapid 
development of Outdoor Centres 
and school mountaineering in 
the early 'sixties sounded the 
death-knell of the M.A. In 
1968, after a life of twenty-two 
years, the organization was 
taken over by the Y.H.A. 
Wright had retired shortly be
fore this occurred. 
Through the M.A., with its 
magazine, Mountain Craft, and 
its various instruction manuals 
and books, Wright was able to 
exert a marginal influence over 
British climbing in the 'fifties. 
He was not always a popular 
figure: in the pre-war years, he 
was regarded as something of 
a maverick by members of the 
traditional clubs, but in the M.A. 
period he espoused some 
distinctly conservative climbing 
attitudes. He was, however, a 
committed socialist, humanist 
and agnostic, and these factors 
doubtless spurred him on in his 
single-minded crusade to 
provide an inexpensive means 
of training in a sport that had 
hitherto been very elitist. Many 
climbers, who either learnt or 
taught in his courses, will 
remember him with gratitude. 
Indeed, Mountain itself also 
owes him a debt of gratitude, 
for it was his magazine, 
Mountain Craft, that formed the 
springboard from which 
Mountain was launched in 1968. 

'f Telex 2217 
L ~V[RRAIR Telephones 28011 and 28420 

S Specialists in flying expeditions 
within Iceland and from Iceland to 

Greenland. 
Sverrair. Air charter and sightseeing 

Reykjavik Airport, Iceland. 

COME CAMPING, CLIMBING, SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURY. Tel. 021-556 0802 

1 mile from M1, M5 & M6. Ample free parking, list of routes and 
street map free (We also have an indoor Ski School - 64ft. slope). 



Ham and Eggs on the 
Moose's Tooth 

It seemed like a good idea at the time. 
Even though it meant scrapping months of 
planning for the South Face of Kichatna 
Spire, even though we didn't have a map of 
the Ruth Gorge, it truly seemed like a good 
idea. At the time. 

One must take into consideration that 
we'd been waiting several days for flying 
weather. Endless cans of Olympia-the one 
lasting diversion in rainy Talkeetna-began 
causing hands to tremble as if palsy-struck, 
and doubt started worming its way into our 
hubris. Inebriated sensibility made climbing 
cold Alaskan mountains seem less and less 
like a fun way to spend that particular July. 
Then clear skies rescued our dissipating 
drive. We loaded up the plane and made for 
Kichatna Spire, but by the time we got there 
the Spires were again too socked-in to land. 
"Tough break there, boys," Hudson offered 
as he swung the plane around. My ambition 
simply couldn't endure more days-Jesus, 
maybe weeks-in the Fairview and Evil 
Alice's. The time was ripe for a Good Idea, 
and within a few minutes Tom and Nate 
were on their way to buying it: we would 
go to the Ruth Gorge and try one of those 
big buttresses south of Mt. Dickey. 

"A map, Jon. How are we going to know 
asses from elbows there without a map?" 

"No sweat, Nate. I've seen a million slides 
of the Ruth Gorge." 

"Well, what the hell. Why not?" 
"What the hell, why not?" 
"Sweet Mama, I do hope we haven't 

finally gone over the edge." The Cessna 
turned again and we raced the storm-front 
to the Ruth Ampitheatre, eighty miles to 
the north-east. 

That night we struggled down the Ruth 
as far as we could with three carries each, 
and there made our base camp. It turned 
out to be beneath the east wall of Mt. Barille 
when the clouds lifted. It was pretty, looked 
small compared to the monster walls of 
Dickey that neighbour it, and was con
veniently located, so we decided climb it. 

The face turned out to be 2,500 nearly 
dead-vertical feet high. 500 !edgeless feet up 
the wall, I got to a seam that was crumblier 
than I had nerve to try without dipping into 
our meagre bolt kit. 800 very difficult feet 
lay between me, the first apparent bivi 
ledge, and the first snow for water. We had 
only ten bolts, three small water bottles, 
and one hammock. No way. I decided not 
to waste our bolts: " ... humility to retreat 
rather than continue in bad style". Right, 
humility. A nice euphemism, anyhow. 

by Jon Krakauer 
A couple of days later we did make the 

summit of something: Mt. Cosmic Debris 
-an ugly, thousand-foot pile of rotten 
snow and loose rubble across the Ruth from 
Dickey. The face we climbed avalanched en 
masse while we were on the summit. I'd be 
a happier soul today never having seen that 
mountain. 

A week was gone and it became hard to 
recall just what was so good about the mid
flight Good Idea. "I'll tell you, Jon-boy, 
some people are going to laugh pretty long 
when they hear what happened to our bold, 
skilfully executed bid on Kichatna Spire, 
and I don't believe that I'm going to think 
it's funny at all." 

"Yeah?" 
"Yeah." 
"I think you have a point there." 
But opportunity came wearily to our 

door one more time. From the otherwise 
worthless summit of Cosmic Debris, we had 
glimpsed this remarkable couloir on the 
South Face of the Moose's Tooth: rock at 
the bottom, then what appeared to be a 
hairline of steep, grey ice rising directly to 
the West Ridge, just west of the true sum
mit. We seemed to have blundered across a 

beautiful, unclimbed route on the fabled 
Moose's Tooth. It was time to pull the act 
together. 

On July 11, the last of seven clear and 
balmy days, we humped a bad load up an 
icefall on the south-west side of the Tooth, 
sweating for twelve hard hours over and 
through wild seracs and thin snow bridges. 
With the glacier's constant creaking and 
cracking came terrifying thoughts of Jake 
Breitenbach's end, but our beer and 
tobacco-filled histories kept us from moving 
any faster. We pitched the tent at 7,400ft. 
beneath our couloir, psyched for one balls
out attempt on the mountain. 

The next evening we started up the South 
Face under a grey sky. The first lead was a 
loose dead-end. Tom tried another line, and 
this one had a future. Three of the first four 
pitches were rock, thin free climbing that 
seemed hard in mountain boots and packs, 
with a bit of aid now and then. Three leads 
up steep, mashed-potato-like snow fol
lowed. Even though rock was never far 

Below: The summit buttresses of the Moose's 
Tooth with the couloir in the shadows in the centre. 
Photo: Dave Roberts 
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away, anchors were hard to come by in the 
rotten, frost-shattered granite, so we used 
axes and deadmen in the soft snow. On 
pitch 8 the couloir turned into a bizarre, 
two-foot wide, hollow ice hose. The ninth 
pitch needed a bolt before I could finish 
hooking over a very short, but overhanging 
wall, and that was the furthest up the 
mountain that crampons were not on our 
boots. 

"Hey, now. A bolt? On an alpine route 
like that? Doesn't this dude have any 
yarbles ?" I can hear it coming. It's just that 
a month earlier, on a virgin Yukon wall with 
Dave Roberts, I'd taken a forty-five foot 
nosedive trying to force the route through 
a blank section. We had to retreat from 
seven-eighths of the way up the wall be
cause we didn't have a bolt or two along. 
Pragmatism has since shaped my alpine 
mores-in wild mountains the game can 
hold my interest without contrived rules. 

On pitch 11, rain coming down, we hit 
the first ninety-degree ice step. Tom took 

Above: Tom Davies leading the eleventh pitch of 
the couloir. Photo: Krakauer 

care of it skilfully, front-pointing up the 
disintegrating ribbon of ice, and eventually 
aiding on wobbling Warthogs with inspired 
cursing. A thick film of water poured over 
the ice, down Tom's sleeves, and into his 
boots, soaking him. The rain came down 
harder, but lulled by all those earlier sunny 
days and reluctant to fold our hand in the 
face of what was turning out to be a rich 
pot, we wouldn't believe that we weren't 
just being bluffed by a passing squall. 
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By the time I started the twelfth lead the 
trickle in our couloir was a waterfall. That 
pitch ended with another twenty-five feet 
of rotten ninety-degree ice and, long before 
I finally aided over the rock at its lip with 
wooden hands, I, too, was very wet. At a 
stance out of the water, I yelled down to 
Nate to come on up. Then the shit hit the 
fan. The waterfall doubled in volume. 
Chunks of ice hummed past from high 
above. Nate tried to jumar in the torrent 
but immediately retreated, drenched from 
only a few seconds on the ice. Man, who 
was bluffing whom? 

A yell from below: "What are you do
ing?! Let's get the hell out of here before 
we get ourselves killed!" 

"OK! OK!" I screamed back over the 
roar. "Just clean the pitch and we'll leave!" 
Nate swung reluctantly back into the water 
and struggled upwards. A few feet from 
security, ice-water splashing over his helmet 
and pouring through his rain gear, he got 
stuck. In the confusion, Tom had begun 

,, /. 
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prusiking up the same rope, pinning Nate's 
ascenders under the lip for a few bad 
minutes. 

"WHAT ARE YOU DOING?!!! GET 
OFF THIS BLOODY ROPE! HURRY! 
PLEEEASE! ! !" 

"WHAT? Oh! Sorry there Nate." 
"JUST GET OFF!!! FAST!" At this, 

Tom went quickly down, and Nate shot up 
to my stance, soaked to the skin, mumbling 
nonsensical phrases. 

We began descending immediately. After 
ten rappels and some unpleasant down
climbing, exhausted, shivering, and on the 

verge of hypothermia, we crawled into the 
tent and wrung out our half-bags. 

Sixty hours later, we were still in that 
stinking, dripping tent, lying in soggy 
Polarguard, amid puddles and filthy dishes, 
wondering when it was going to stop com
ing down outside. We inventoried the re
mains of our food and iron and decided, 
not without ambivalence, that we had 
enough of both to give it another shot. All 
we needed was a two-day break in the 
storm-time to dry out our gear and make 
a fast, light push up the 2,500ft. to the sum
mit ridge. On the night of the fourteenth it 
suddenly cleared, but only long enough to 
fool us into putting our clothes out to dry 
so they could be buried by a foot of wet 
snow in the wee hours of the morning. 

The break in the storm brought sudden 
insomnia. I lay with racing thoughts and 
twitching legs in fear and anticipation of 
what was to be the morrow's climb. Then 
the snow came and, at first, I was greatly 
relieved. Now we couldn't go back up there 
-I grew euphoric over our good luck. We 
made a raid on the first-aid kit, and were 
soon laughing heartily, cheered by a good 
dose of Percodan and Dalmane. Lovely 
snow! Let it bury the tent! 

The storm continued, snow turning to 
sleet. I began to think about blowing a 
chance to put up a good Alaskan route, and 
how it would feel next fall having washed 
out to the tune of five-hundred dollars. The 
post-Percodan depression hit and my initial 
relief became renewed disappointment. 

We resolved to ration our food and wait 
as long as possible for fair weather. Fears of 
the couloir were intensified by having to sit 
impotent beneath it for so many wet, 
wretched hours. I just wanted to do the 
damn climb, without having to think 
another thing about it, and then get the 
hell out to friends, music, and beer. 

July 16 was clear. We dried gear in the 
sun, packed, and apprehensively started up 
at 8.0 p.m., with the sky clear above, but a 
faint black line beginning to appear over 
the southern horizon. Having had the 
questionable advantage of-several days with 
little to do but ponder each lead we'd done 
first time around, we flew up the first ten 
leads, but found pitches 11 and 12, the first 
vertical ice steps, greatly deteriorated. The 
ice was now even more hollow and rotten, 
and was covered by a crust of rime that 
oozed water when pierced by an axe or 
screw. It took more aid this time, but we 
didn't get as wet, and Nate started up new 
territory on the 65-70° ice of the thirteenth 
lead. We were climbing confidently and 
well. Even though clouds closed in and it 
began to snow, cutting visibility to a rope
length, we felt in good control. Fears from 
the unpleasant wait dissolved after the first 
few pitches and I was completely absorbed 
by the climb. 

Pitches 11 through 15 gave us the hardest 
climbing on the route. The ice hose here 
was at times no more than four feet across, 



Above: The full width of the South Face, with the 
couloir on the right and the buttress climbed by 
Charlie Porter's party in 1974 (see article in 
Mountain 43) on the left. Photo: Bradford 
Washburn 

frequently at an angle of over sixty-five 
degrees, and there were four short sections 
of very rotten ninety-degree ice. Our jumars 
no longer held on the frozen ropes so we 
broke out the Gibbs. Pitch 15, the last of 
the very steep ice, ended with a twelve-foot 
vertical stretch that was capped by an over
hanging mushroom of wet, crusty snow 
which I passed with difficulty, via a bad aid 
pin behind a crumbling flake at its edge. A 
few feet above the mushroom I ran out of 
rope and had to use another bolt for a belay 
in the blank rock, not having enough trust 
to hang the jumar rope from quickly melt
ing screws in bad ice. 

Nate led around a bend on pitch 16 to 
find solid, 55-60° grey ice rising smoothly 
into the cloud. It stayed that way for six 
leads. Swing axe, swing hammer. Kick in 
right front-points, step up on to left inside 
points. Swing, swing. Kick, step. Swing, 
swing. Kick, step. Now and then stick in 
something bombproof, occasionally alter
nate the aching upper foot. It was damn 
close to being fun. 

The twenty-first pitch put us abruptly on 

level snow in a white-out: the crest of the 
summit ridge! We sat down happily and 
brewed some tea, our first rest since leaving 
camp twenty hours earlier. The mountain 
seemed in the bag if we could find the top 
through the pea soup. 

"If the clouds would just lift a bit ... " 
"If we had some ham we could have ham 

and eggs, if we had some eggs." 
But not ten minutes had passed when the 

clouds parted and the way to the summit 
was revealed. For a while we just whooped 
and yelled at the Ruth Glacier, 5,000ft. 
below. Three hours later, after a cocky false 
start that had Tom and Nate up on an 
eighty-degree serac wall out on the North 
Face, and two short, steep bits over the 
'schrund at the juncture of the North Face 
and West Ridge, we sat on the corniced 
summit. We had made the second ascent of 
the Moose's Tooth. 

The descent was no fun . The storm was 
again on us when we got back to the top of 
the couloir. We unwisely decided not to 
bivouac, even though we'd been climbing 
for twenty-four straight hours, and con
tinued down into the cloud. It was hard 
enough just keeping our eyes open between 
rappels; little things like placing anchors, 
tying frozen webbing, and remembering 
which rope to pull down took great effort. 

By midnight, Tom and Nate, both bespec
tacled, were having trouble seeing. Wet 
snow came down heavily and we began 
hallucinating: spotlights flashed across our 
couloir, shouts and car horns sounded from 
above and below. Nate took a Dexedrine 
to stay awake, enhancing his hallucinations 
but not doing much for his judgement. On 
the eleventh or twelfth rappel, the stiff, 
frozen ropes refused to come down. I 
whimpered. They stayed hung up. More 
whimpering. Finally I had to go up and free 
them. 

By the fifteenth rappel we were all nod
ding off frequently. I came down the nine
teenth rappel to find Tom sound asleep, 
bent over a sling he was trying to untie for 
the next anchor. Finally, at 5.0 a.m. thirty
three hours after starting up the couloir, we 
fell into our beautiful sagging tent and 
passed out. We had actually climbed the 
Moose's Tooth, and put up a fine 2,800ft. 
route in the process. Lord love a duck - we 
could go home now. .A. 
SUMMARY 
Central Alaska Range. Moose's Tooth: South 
Face. Account of a new route put up by Jon 
Krakauer, Tom Davies, and Nate Zinsser, dur
ing July 16-18, 1975. The same party also made 
the first ascent of Mt. Cosmic Debris on July 
8-9. 
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eOld 
SOMElFlltG NEW 

Dave Shaw and Alec Sharp 
describe neYI climbs at Tremadoc 

and on Cader Idris 

Explorations in Cwm Cau 
by Dave Shaw 

SINCE THE 'FIFTIES, it has been an 
article of faith in English and Welsh climb
ing that new rock is very difficult to find. 
New developments since the war have been 
made possible either by increases of stan
dard on existing crags, or by exploration 
away from the traditional areas. The idea 
that there could be a large, accessible 
mountain crag the size of Craig yr Ysfa, 
standing in full view of a popular tourist 
path, with routes of over 400ft. on steep 
rock waiting to be done, would have been 
inconceivable to the typical Llanberis-based 
climber of the early 'seventies. 

Yet such a crag existed an hour-and-a
half drive's south, on Cader Idris. How it 
escaped attention for so long in these rock
hungry days is indeed a mystery, particu
larly as the north side of the mountain has 
always had a fair selection of routes. Yet, 
sitting at the head of Cwm Cau, the great 
hollow to the south of Cader, Craig Cau 
remained with its flanks troubled only 
occasionally by a scrambler in Great Gully 
or, in a good freeze, by the odd winter party. 

The crag's early history was quite normal. 
Great Gully was climbed in the 1890's. Un
fortunately, the major pitch fell down a 
fortnight later, removing most of the climb
ing interest. The Abraham brothers came 
and scrambled up the middle of the crag, 
following a diagonal break across the foot 
of Great Gully to a point near the central 
rib, and then continuing up an easy gully to 
the top; but this was not really a rock climb. 
The first real climb was the ascent of 
Pencoed Pillar in 1903 by the Dalton 
brothers. 

Pencoed Pillar is a miniature ridge just 
left of Great Gully; it terminates in a tiny 
summit, from which a sheet of rock plunges 
down into the gully. This sheet of rock, 
Great Gully Wall, is the most impressive 
piece of rock on the crag and perhaps in 
mid-Wales. The original route took a line 
up the more broken front face, giving a 
reasonable mountaineering way up. 

After this, nothing more seems to have 
been done. Here and there can be found the 
odd rusty peg or rotten abseil loop, bearing 
witness to a climb (perhaps successful?) 
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since forgotten. John Sumner, the mid
Wales guru, made an attempt on the but
tress right of Central Gully in the mid
fifties, but he was forced to retreat after a 
pitch or so. Why did it take him almost 
twenty years to come back? 

Sumner turned his attention to Cau again 
in 1973. He cleared out and re-climbed the 
old Pencoed Pillar route, and then did three 
new routes. Pamplemousse (430ft., RVS) 
is a more direct line up the front of Pencoed 
Pillar, finishing with an exhilarating, if 
artificial, traverse across the top of the 
Great Gully Wall. Crack of Cau (240ft., 
RVS) climbs a fine crack system near the 
right-hand end of the crag, and is still one 
of the best routes there. Touchstone (280ft., 
VS) climbs the buttress just right of Crack 
of Cau. On the first two of these routes, 
Sumner was partnered by Keith 'Ben' 
Bentham, who was suitably impressed by 
the possibilities. 

By 1974, Sumner was too busy with work 
on the new Cader Idris guide to spend time 
prospecting on Cau. Easter was blessed 
with a near drought, and Ben came back, 
this time with me, to launch a concerted 
attack. Several short routes were put up, as 
well as two routes on the buttress originally 
attempted by Sumner back in the 'fifties. 
One of these, Black Shiver (355ft., HVS), is 
a fine climb traversing diagonally left up the 
lower section, then going round a large roof 
to reach a bottomless groove, which is 
climbed past two more roofs to reach easy 
ground. Unfortunately, the ungardened 
state forced the use of some aid on pitch 3, 
but the climb has since been done free. The 
other route, The Baron (HVS), takes the 
line originally tried by Sumner; Ben climbed 
it with Robin Thorndyke. 

Bentham and I also climbed the central 
rib of the crag (Central Rib: 375ft., VS) and 
a rather scrappy route up the lower tier 
below it (Batter'd Caravanserai: 325ft., VS). 
The combination, although the climbing is 
poor in places, gives a mountaineering route 
of 700ft. up the centre of the crag. 

Whit week saw us back again. This time 
the objective was the major plum of the 
crag, the Great Gully Wall of Pencoed 
Pillar. Sumner had already abseiled down 
it, but had been unable to piece together a 
feasible route. Ben and I succeeded after 

many exploratory abseils. The result, 
Darker Angel (440ft., RVS), must be one 
of the finest routes in mid-Wales, fit to rank 
with the best in Britain. The situations on 
the upper half of this climb are superb: 
climbing up the otherwise sheer wall via a 
narrow ramp/slab, until this peters out 
leaving a peg move and a full stretch man
telshelf on to a tiny ledge, then a thin 
traverse below a roof to another tiny stance 
below a still greater roof. Access is difficult: 
one can either do a 270ft. abseil from the 
top of the pillar, or scramble to the foot up 
steep grass, from Great Gully or from the 
start of Pamplemousse. 

July and August, 1974, were rotten, as 
most British climbers will ruefully remem
ber. We were persistent, however, often 
sitting out the rain in a tent in the cwm, and 
were rewarded by two more routes on the 
Great Gully Wall. Both use the first few 
pitches of Darker Angel for starts. The 
Gods Themselves (XS) breaks left from the 
foot of the ramp, climbs a steep crack and 
groove system to the top overhangs, and 
goes over these using a peg for aid. It is not 
really much harder than Darker Angel, but 
it is definitely more intimidating. His 
Satanic Majesty (XS) girdles the wall, then 
finishes up the right-hand edge. 

1975 saw a continuous flow of new 
routes in the superb weather. To the time of 
writing, fifteen have been done, bringing 
the total on the crag to over thirty. The 
most important include Gotterdamerung 
(320ft., XS), up the right wall of Crack of 
Cau; The Gulch (330ft., HVS), which is the 
huge corner left of Black Shiver Buttress, 
normally a drainage line but bone dry in 
May; and Abracus (220ft., HVS), on the 
wall of Great Gully further up from Pen
coed Pillar. Tatham Wife (410ft, RVS), on 
Black Shiver Buttress, features perhaps the 
hardest move on the crag, a boulder problem 
situation featuring a move right on a 
ludicrous finger-jam. 

The nature of the crag, with the steep 
scrambling required to approach and exit 
from the routes, suggests that its popularity 
will be limited. The new route bonanza is 
already drawing to a close. Further routes 
will tend to be eliminates or variations - a 
change from last year when one could 
choose a new buttress to climb. Perhaps a 
few of the weekend hordes in the north will 
consider it worth the trouble to go down 
and sample the delights of the Great Gully 
Wall, given a few days of dry weather. They 
will probably not see any other climbers, 
and will not be disappointed. Perhaps they 
will wonder why the cliff was so long in 
being tackled. They will not be the only 
ones. ._ 

Right: Dave Shaw on the big pitch of Darker 
Angel (HVS) , one of the fine new routes on the 
Pencoed Pillar of Cader Idris. Photo: Dave Jones 



Recent Tremadoc Climbs 
by Alec Sharp 

NOR TH WALES boasts two of the finest 
free-climbing cliffs in the world - Gogarth 
and Cloggy. In fact, the whole region has 
so many types of rock, allowing for so many 
styles of climbing that, had it only the 
guaranteed good weather of a place like 
Yosemite, it would be virtually untouchable 
as a free-climbing area. It should therefore 
come as no surprise to find cliffs like those 
at Tremadoc, hiding away by the sea to the 
west of the mountain areas. The cliffs have 
an atmosphere normally associated with 
outcrops, similar to that of many of the 
Yosemite craglets, deriving from the high 
quality of the rock, the plenteous protec
tion, the escapability of the routes and their 
general lack of seriousness and lack of 
length. 

But it is precisely these factors, coupled 
with the position away from the rainy areas, 
the adjacent road and cafe, and the high 
technical variety of the climbs, that make 
Tremadoc so popular. The rock is generally 
dotted with climbers, even on hot summer 
days when Cloggy is in perfect condition. 
Because of this, the cliffs were developed to 
a high level fairly early in their climbing 
history, and recent developments have 
largely centred round the free-climbing of 
routes which formerly employed aid, with 
a few very hard routes added for good 
measure. There is no one person who can 
have his name linked to the cliffs in a big 
way, except perhaps for Joe Brown, with 
his collection of fine routes culminating in 
Vector, one of the best climbs around. But 
many of Brown's routes involved aid, and 
I can think of only two which have not now 
been done free. 

Each of the four main cliffs has had its 
share of recent developments, and the more 
important of these are outlined below. 

Craig y Castell, although small, has some 
extremely fine routes, only one of which, 
Pellagra, has not so far been climbed com
pletely free. The top pitch has been done 
without aid many times, but the first pitch 
still needs one peg for aid to move across a 
steep, blank wall. Someday, perhaps, some
one will continue straight up the corner and 
dispense with that peg. Tensor, another Joe 
Brown creation,was climbed without either 
of its two aid pegs by Henry Barber in 1973, 
and has now had several repeat ascents. 
The roof is hard, though not desperate, but 
it would be interesting to know how many 
repeat ascents there would have been if 
people had followed Barber's example and 
refused to clip into the pegs, relying instead 
on a number one stopper as the sole pro
tection under the roof! 

The soloists have also been at work on 
Craig y Castell: Cliff Phillips made a solo 
ascent of Pellagra, with aid, several years 
ago, and more recently Pete Livesey soloed 
Sisyphus. 
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Craig Pant Ifan has a bit more to show. 
Edwards's route, Erebus, lost all its aid to 
Hank Pasquill, a master technician when on 
form, but nowadays unfortunately rarely on 
form. Others have tried, but have . been 
forced to use one or other of the two pegs 
round the corner. Pasquill also contributed 
a fine new route to the cliff, Silly Arete, 
which takes the arete between Pincushion 
and Barbarian. For the leader, the hardest 
moves are leaving the belay tree, but the 
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most spectacular part is of course the over
hang. One has to pull over on minute 
crystals directly above Pincushion's chim
ney, and then move back right to the arete 
which is followed to the top. Some people 
move back left to Pincushion above the roof 
and place protection before climbing the 
arete, but that to me spoils one of the most 
beautiful pitches on the cliff. Barber later 
crossed the roof slightly left, while climbing 
Pincushion free. 

Left: Alec Sharp on the first ascent of Vulture. 
The route follows the slight groove above the 
climber, which is climbed by steep layback 
moves. Photo: Steve Humphries. Right: Rowland 
Edwards on the first ascent of The Void on 
Vector Buttress. Photos: Kershaw/Edwards 

In the left wall of Barbarian, immediately 
right of Silly Arete, there is a very steep 
finger crack taken by a route called Finger
licker, a Pete Livesey creation. It is the 
Welsh equivalent of Yosemite's Butterballs, 
a bit shorter but a lot steeper, and just when 
one is getting tired in the fingers, the foot
holds on the wall run out! The second pitch 
free-climbs the old aid route, Victimization, 
as far as the arete, then finishes up Silly 
Arete. Fingerlicker raises an important 
question as to what constitutes a free climb. 
Livesey claims it as a free route, and yet on 
the first pitch he had to be lowered off 
twice, because of tired fingers; as a result, 
when he finally climbed it, he top-roped 
most of it without having to put in runners, 
and so was in good condition to push the 
final part. I have discussed this with him, 
and told him that I do not consider the 
climb to have been done free; in return, he 
pointed out that if he had simply said that 
he used two points of resting, people would 
rest where they were, without having to 
climb back up again. I think this matter is 
important: with less and less rock available, 
and with new climbs becoming more and 
more strenuous, ideas about aid which were 
valid in the past have less relevance. Henry 
Barber has taken a step in what I consider 
to be the right direction, as he now pulls his 
ropes down if he has to be lowered off. This 
means that he does not top-rope the section 
he has just climbed, although his runners 
are still in, which means a consequent sav
ing of strength. For the tactics Livesey em
ployed I think a new word is needed: one 
could perhaps say that the route was done 
with two 'yo-yos'. As I see it, there is only 
one way to do such a route free: that is, 
while being lowered, to remove all runners 
below the top one and then pull the ropes 
down, before starting up it again. Obviously 
it will then be easier, as one will know 
where the runner placements are, but the 
only alternative would be to leave the climb 
to someone else - which would be stretching 
ethics a little too far! 

Back to the cliff: the main section of Pant 
Ifan has been girdled by Chris Dale and 
John Whittle. The route starts up the crack 
just right of Scratch Arete, and continues 
under the roofs of Scratch Arete and Bar
barian, to finish (with one point of aid) up 
the groove on the right-hand side of the 
Erebus Buttress. The climb is not unduly 
hard, but is nicely sustained. 

Further to the right lies the black wall to 
the left of Falcon. Several years ago, Jim 
Perrin and Mike Yates put up a route here 
which Perrin claims is very good. The 
highlight is a 30ft, almost horizontal ten
sion traverse, so you can judge for your
selves! Brewster freed Vulcan ages ago. 



Next in line is Craig Bwlch y Moch. This 
features Zukator, which goes completely 
free now and must be one of the hardest 
climbs on the cliffs: the steep and smooth 
top groove calls for some very thin and 
technical bridging on ridiculously small 
holds, but the pitch is totally unserious, as 
three good protection pegs mean that one 
can virtually top-rope the hard section. The 
first person to get anywhere on it was Henry 
Barber, who failed after a very creditable 

performance considering he had already 
done a large number of routes that day. The 
problem was later solved by Pete Livesey. 

Immediately to the right of Zukator is a 
very small groove in the arete. This was 
originally climbed by Rick Newcombe, 
with several pegs for aid. The wall to the 
right of Zukator, together with the main 
groove on the right of the top pitch, offers 
one of the last major problems of Trema
doc. People have talked about it, but no 

one has yet tried to lead it. When it is done, 
I hope it will be totally without the use of 
pegs, except perhaps for one to surmount 
the short overhanging wall in the middle. 

The direct finish to The Neb offers a very 
strenuous roof crack. This was originally 
climbed with two wooden wedges for aid. 
Missing out the first wedge proved com
paratively easy, but it took Henry Barber to 
free the crack completely: this involves 
leaning out horizontally to get a deep jam 
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around the lip of the overhang, and then 
jamming up the short overhanging wall, 
which is extremely strenuous. Taken with 
the direct finish, The Neb now offers a very 
good climb consisting of three short cracks, 
each one harder than the last. 

Cliff Phillips climbed the thin crack be
tween Fang and Striptease, and then from 
the stance of Fang he moved out right to 
the arete and climbed the bulge with a peg 
for aid, before joining the upper slab of 
Fang. The route is called Extraction and is 
something of a filler-in, although it is quite 
strenuous. Phillips has compared the quality 
of the climbing with that on Vector, which 
emphasizes the fact that most of the modern 
hard climbs really are very good. And that 
is because they make full use of one of the 
best features of Tremadoc - the fact that 
the nature of the rock provides for very 
interesting and highly technical moves. 
Many of these climbs offer extremely 
interesting climbing for long sections, and 
so have some superb pitches among them. 

To the right lies the Vector Buttress. 
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Vector and Nimbus have both gone free for 
many years, but Croaker and Tiros are still 
holding out. Tiros free would be one of the 
most impressive routes on the cliff. Starting 
immediately right of Vector is The Void, a 
new climb put up by Rowland Edwards. It 
climbs a difficult groove to belay on the 
spike below Vector's Ochre Slab, which it 
then follows to the point where Vector 
traverses left under the roof to the cave 
stance. At the roof, The Void moves right 
and climbs a crack to reach the cave stance 
of Tiros, next to Shadrach Gully. From 
here, the climb continues up an overhang
ing groove, and finishes up a very steep 
finger crack in the wall above, with one peg 
for aid. This last pitch is the old aid route, 
Via Nimbus, which never made its way into 
the guidebook. Edwards climbed this pitch 
before the other two, as it is the most im
portant pitch on the route, but his seconds 
were so tired after the crack that they would 
not let him climb the first pitches after
wards! He came back later and climbed all 
three pitches. The Void, although artificial 

in line, contains some of the best climbing 
on the cliff and would undoubtedly become 
very popular were it not for the difficulty. 

Just round the corner, to the left of the 
top pitch of The Void, there is a peapod on 
the wall. The Snake, a line I put up with 
Chris Dale, climbs into the pod and then 
traverses left across the very exposed upper 
wall. Most of the climbing is reasonable, 
but the entry to the pod is extremely tech
nical. Fortunately, you have a big ledge to 
stand on while puzzling it out! After the 
pod, the climbing consist of a leftwards 
traverse of a line of flakes. 

Every year seems to produce a new finish 
to one or other of the routes on the 
Shadrach Wall, with the result that there is 
probably a finish every five feet now. To the 
right of this area, Alan Rouse and Brian 
Hall linked three existing pitches together 
to form a good HVS called Pretzel Logic. 
Further right still, Ed Drummond recently 
climbed the arete on the right of the short 
corner of First Slip. Incidentally, the direct 
finish of First Slip, which was credited to 



Pasquill and Ray Evans, was actually the 
work of Drummond; Pasquill and Evans 
failed below the overhang. The next deve
lopment to the right was the work of nature. 
The whole of the front of Ivy Buttress fell 
down recently, taking Glade Way with it, 
leaving some unstable rock which has 
provided Martin Barnicott and M. Nest 
with a new route called The Mutant. 

One of the steepest walls at Tremadoc is 
the one directly above Oberon and Y Broga. 
A ramp cuts across it at about half-height, 
providing the route Gurreagle, which no 
longer needs its aid pegs although many 
people still use two. Starting in the same 
place, but going up the wall above the 
ramp, is a thin crack - now the line of 
Vulture, another route I put up with Chris 
Dale. After failing to lead the crack on 
sight, I abseiled down to clean it, with the 
result that the route went entirely free. A 
spectacular layback up the overhanging 
wall is followed by very hard moves to 
gain the Niche, from which point the route 
continues up to the ledge on Gurreagle. The 
layback is not very hard, but it feels bold, 
as your feet continually seem to be about 
to slide off the outward-sloping ramp. At 
the top of the ramp, no rest is possible while 
you try to work out the difficult moves into 
the Niche. Livesey, who made the third 
ascent, laybacked up and down twice be
fore making the moves on his third attempt, 
while Rab Carrington put in an impressive 
performance on the second ascent when he 
kept laybacking up into the Niche! 

Finally, there is the overhanging Carreg 
Hyll-Drem. Right in the centre of the cliff 
is McCallum's infamous mystery route, 
Samurai Groove, which later had a genuine 
ascent by Brian Wyvill and Dave Mossman, 
using one point of aid. Incidentally, Ray 
Evans points out that on his route, The 
Prow, he used five pegs and not three as 
mentioned in the guide; so if anyone has 
found it very hard, that is the reason. 
Evans and his friend Pasquill have between 
them provided all the recent routes at the 
cliff, apart from a high girdle called 
Nightmare of Black Donkeys, the crux of 
which is the crux of Primus. The girdle was 
the work of John Whittle, Rick Newcombe 
and Dave Robinson. 

On the extreme left of the cliff, Pasquill 
added a route called Troubadour. This 
follows a ramp rightwards to a flake in the 
forty-five degree roof. The flake is then 
climbed until a strenuous pull can be made 
over the roof. Further right and lower 
down, Evans and Pasquill between them 
climbed the obvious 12ft. flake crack in the 
roof and continued up a difficult chimney 
to produce King Kong. If anyone manages 
to link the roofs on King Kong and 
Troubadour, he will have created a truly 
lovely climb. 

On the right-hand end of the cliff, 
Pasquill climbed an extremely steep wall 
which his seconds had to prusik up! The 
climb, Tarzan, is situated to the right of the 

fence below Poker, just past the very steep 
wall which provides several good boulder 
problems. All these climbs were graded 
HVS, in keeping with the tradition that no 
new routes at Hyll-Drem get graded 
Extreme, even if they deserve it. 

What does one need to climb the modern 
hard routes? Is a lot of technical ability 
required, or is it enough to have great 
strength and a long neck? 

To my mind, the feature that distinguishes 
modern hard climbs from earlier ones is 
the sustained nature of the former, the fact 
that it is often impossible to get any rest for 
the fingers for a long way. Instead of having 
hard moves just after a resting spot, one is 
faced with them after twenty feet of 
strenuous climbing. It therefore seems to 
me to be essential to have a lot of stamina 
in the fingers (although this may just be a 
reflection of the way I climb), and this is 
very different from simply having a lot of 
strength. Most of the hard climbs at 
Tremadoc do not require immense strength, 
but they do call for the ability to reach and 
make difficult moves after fingery climbing. 
The two best examples of this are Finger
licker and Vulture. 

Anything which reduces the continual 
strain on the fingers will help; high tech
nical ability, for example, will enable one to 
sort out the moves faster, so that less time 
is spent in strenuous positions. Neck helps 
in the same way: if you have a long neck 
you can go further without protection or 
hesitation, with an obvious saving of 
strength and energy. But the prime re
quisite is a great deal of finger stamina. 

These remarks mainly apply to the very 
hardest climbs at Tremadoc. Other modern 
climbs, like Silly Arete, are very technical, 
and are generally easier propositions than 
climbs like Fingerlicker. The one exception 
is Zukator, which is one of the hardest 
climbs at Tremadoc and is extremely 
technical. 

Finger stamina can really only be 
acquired by means of training. Livesey uses 
climbing walls two or three evenings a week, 
besides climbing hard all the year round, 
while Rowland Edwards does a lot of 
bouldering near Plas y Brenin, as well as 
doing forearm exercises. Rouse and Car
rington do boulder problems on the first 
fifteen feet of sandstone walls in Chester. I 
have found that the best answer for me is to 
traverse walls; I am lucky in that Chris 
Dale lives on a farm, and so we often go 
out and traverse the walls of the buildings 
there. It really improves stamina very 
quickly. 

So look out for walls to traverse - the 
steeper the better - and maybe we'll see you 
on Vulture in a few weeks. A 
SUMMARY 
North Wales. Two articles describing recent new 
routes on Cader Idris and at Tremadoc. 







The Crucial Sections on the Eigerwand 

1. The Hinterstoisser Traverse. This is a pitch 
of about l 30ft., usually with fixed ropes in place. 
At the end, a steep 30ft. corner leads to the 
Swallow's Nest bivouac site. It is often assumed 
that the Hinterstoisser marks the start of the 
real difficulties, and it is reached in a few hours 
in summer. In winter, however, the climbing 
below offers considerable problems, and it took 
us two-and-a-half days to reach this point. 
2. The Ice Hose. This photo shows Renshaw 
emerging from the top of the Ice Hose. In 
summer this is often wet, broken rock, but in 
winter it is a steep runnel of ice. 
3. The ground between the Ice Hose and the 
foot of the Second Icefield. This was very hard, 
being neither ice nor rock but a tricky mixture 
of both. The distance from the First to the 
Second Icefield is about five rope-lengths. 
4. The Ramp. Looking up at the Ramp from 
near the Death Bivouac. This involves about 
1,000ft. of climbing up shattered ledges and 
chimneys. Its condition in winter is difficult to 
predict. 
5. The Second Icefield. The ice here, swept bare 
by heavy falls of snow, was very hard. Because 
of this we made for the top edge, where a 
narrow covering of snow remained, enabling 
the crampons to bite a little easier. 
6. The Third lcefield. This was steeper than the 
Second Icefield, with harder and blacker ice. 
Of course, the ice isn't so steep as to be tech
nically difficult, but the weight of our sacs made 
the climbing very precarious. 
7. Entering the Ramp. The dark sweep of the 
Third Icefield can be seen below. 
8 and 9. The Ramp. In planning our winter 
ascent, the Ramp was an important factor in 
determining how much gear we should take. 
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We knew that in summer only the top part 
offered difficulties of more than grade 4, but 
we anticipated that a coating of ice and snow 
would transform it into a major obstacle. We 
took enough ice pegs to allow for wastage and 
breakage, as well as for the possibility of a 
retreat down those icefields. 
10 and opposite page. The Chimney Pitch. As it 
happened, the Ramp was more straightforward 
than expected. The Chimney Pitch, which in 
summer is often pouring water, or sheathed in 
ice (see photo on opposite page), turned out to 
be completely dry. This was one of the few 
pitches that the leader climbed without a sac. 
11. The Rib Pitch. This section, which comes 
just after the Chimney, is one of the hardest on 
the Ramp. Here again, the leader climbed with
out a sac, otherwise the climbing would have 
been considerably more difficult. In general, 
however, it was marginally less arduous to 
climb with the sac, than to go to the effort of 
hauling it. 
12. The Traverse of the Gods. This photo shows 
the last section of the traverse, just before it 
joins the foot of the Spider. The rock here is 
very shattered, and was icy in parts; it was very 
exposed, and worrying to climb in crampons. 
13. The Spider. This gave us the worst ice on 
the face - black, glassy and steep - and our 
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short hammers were of little use. The longer 
shafted axe bit better, but the ice was often so 
hard that it simply shattered. 
14. The Quartz Crack. One of the difficult 
pitches of the Exit Cracks. In summer, we had 
found it verglassed and hard, but this time, once 
cleared of snow, it was quite reasonable. 
15. The Exit Cracks. This is the couloir pitch 
which follows the rope-moves at the top of the 
Quartz Crack. Here, the sun reached us for the 
first time in nearly six days. Because this upper 
part of the face does get a little sun, the snow 
tends to clear away. We were glad of this, as the 
rock is very loose and belays are virtually non
existent, so it was helpful to be able to see the 
holds. 

SUMMARY 
Eiger: North Face. A detailed description of the 
pitches and conditions encountered during a 
winter ascent in 1975 by Joe Tasker and Dick 
Renshaw. The climbers had previously done the 
route in summer and were thus able to make 
some interesting comparisons between the 
conditions found on the two occasions. 
All colour photographs by Joe Tasker. The 
black-and-white photograph, which shows 
Vincent Renard on the Ramp Chimney, was 
taken by Yves Morin. 
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Above: The South- West Face of Gyachung Kang from the Ngozumpa Glacier. The first ascent route gained the North-West Ridge by easier slopes further to the left. Photo: Ryohei Uchida 

GYACHUNG KANG (25,990ft.), four
teen miles north-west of Mount Everest, 
straddles the border between Nepal and 
Tibet. Of the mountain peaks between the 
massive bulk of Cho Oyu and the Everest
Lhotse-Nuptse 'triumvirate', it is without 
doubt the most significant. It rises high 
above the impressive Ngozumpa Glacier 
which feeds the famous Dudh Kosi, the 
"milky river". Since 1951, when members of 
Eric Shipton's Everest reconnaissance made 
a 'secret' crossing of Nup La, a 19,670ft. 
pass to the south, Gyachung Kang has 
received very little serious attention. The 
International Himalayan Expedition ~955, 
under Norman Dyhrenfurth, had applied 
for, and eventually received, permission 
from the Government of Nepal to attempt 
the climbing of Lhotse (27,923ft.), fourth
highest mountain in the world and at the 
time the second-highest unscaled peak (after 
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Kangchenjunga). On the strength of its 
'rating' among the mountain 'hierarchy', 
Dyhrenfurth had been able to scrape to
gether sufficient funds for the venture. 
However, shortly before the expedition left 
Europe, a note from the Nepalese Embassy 
in New Delhi to the Swiss Legation was 
forwarded to Dyhrenfurth: " .. . We have 
the honour to inform the Legation that the 

G .0. and Norman Dyhrenfurth 
discuss the exploration of this 
important peak in the Khumbu 
Himal. 

Government of Nepal is pleased to permit 
Prof. Dyhrenfurth to climb Gyachung Kang 
Peak in the vicinity of Cho Oyu. As all the 
other three peaks have already been re
served for other expeditions going to Nepal 

this year, this particular peak has been 
earmarked for the Professor's expedition 
... ". This sudden turn of events presented 
serious problems. During the Swiss Everest 
Expedition in the Fall of 1952, Dyhrenfurth 
and other team members had scanned the 
southern flanks of Gyachung Kang from 
the glaciated slopes of Lhotse. They had 
seen forbidding-looking blackish walls of 
seemingly vertical rock, and in those days 
such obstacles were considered unclimb
able at that altitude. It was thought that the 
Tibetan side might be easier, but no 
Westerner was allowed behind the 'Bamboo 
Curtain'. 

After many months in Khumbu, during 
which Erwin Schneider carried out terres
trial photogrammetry for his 1 :25,000 map. 
"Mahalangur Himal: Chomolongma
Mount Everest", Dyhrenfurth and his men 
discovered that the Swiss Foundation for 



Alpine Research had reserved Everest and 
Lhotse for both 1955 and 1956. The expe
dition's young liaison officer, Gaja Nanda 
Vaidya, was sent to Kathmandu to sort 
matters out with the Foreign Ministry. 
Eventually, when it was established beyond 
doubt that the Swiss would not mount an 
expedition to the Everest region before the 
spring of 1956, the I.H.E. 1955 was once 
again granted permission for Lhotse. This 
left Gyachung Kang untried and largely 
unexplored. 

In 1959, a Reconnaissance Expedition 
from Fukuoka University took a close look 
at feasible approaches to the mountain, and 
the Japanese Yeti Expedition of 1960 
roamed the upper Ngozumpa Glacier basin. 

The American philosophy professor, 
Woodrow Wilson Sayre, a grandson of 
President Woodrow Wilson, planned an 
unauthorized "commando raid" on Everest 
in 1962. In his book, Four Against Everest, 
he writes: 

"But this route lay entirely in Tibet. 
Nepalese permission would be entirely 
useless for that. On the other hand, it 
would be entirely useless to ask Tibet for 
the permission. The legal government of 
Tibet was now in exile. Permission from 
them would not be effective. The actual 
rulers of Tibet were the Chinese Com
munists. But they were notoriously 
sensitive about letting any foreigners 
across their borders. We wouldn't stand 
a chance, especially in the limited time 
we had before departure. So we decided 
to go without permission ... About 15 
air miles from Everest, also on the 
border between Nepal and Tibet, was an 
unclimbed peak named Gyachung Kang. 
High on its south shoulder was a notch 
at about 19,400ft. This notch looked as if 
it could serve as our pass into Tibet ... 
We certainly weren't going to get to 
Everest any other way. We would ask, 
then, for permission from Nepal to go to 
Gyachung Kang. If all went well, we 
would climb up to our notch and go on 
into Tibet. However, if we found we 
couldn't make it up the ice cliffs, or if the 
authorities somehow prevented us from 
continuing on across the border, then we 
could still give Gyachung Kang a try. It 
is the highest, or next to the highest un
climbed peak in the world and would be 
a most worthy opponent. If Gyachung 
Kang also proved too difficult for us, as, 
judging by its appearance, it well might 
be, then we could still enjoy ourselves and 
have a fine vacation climbing some of the 
many unclimbed peaks that surround the 
Base Camp ... " 
Neither Everest nor Gyachung Kang was 

seriously challenged that year, but the 
political aftermath of Sayre's secret foray 
into Tibet proved troublesome in the ex
treme. For several years the entire Nepal 
Himalaya was declared off-limits to all 
mountaineering expeditions! This did not, 
however, affect permits already given to 

Above: The forbidding South-West and West 
Faces of Gyachung Kang seen from the West 
Ridge of Everest. Photo: Willi Unsoeld (AMEE) 

major projects planned for 1963 and 1964. 
The All Japan Himalayan Expedition 

1964, organized by the Federation of All 
Japan Mountaineering Unions (which in
cludes more than 3,000 mountaineering 
clubs!), set up Base Camp near the 
Ngozumpa Glacier at 17,323ft., in the 
vicinity of Gyuba Tshomoche (Khumbu 
Himal, 1 :50,000). The party had left 
Kathmandu as early as February 17, 
reaching Namche Bazar on March 4, and 
Base on March 11. Leader and medical 
officer of the expedition was Kazuyoshi 
Kohara, with Ichiro Yoshizawa as deputy 
leader. The team comprised seven climbers, 
a newspaper reporter, a cinematographer, 
liaison officer, Pasang Phutar III as sirdar, 
12 high-altitude Sherpas, 8 local porters for 
lower echelon carries, 3 kitchen boys, 8 ( !) 
mail runners and 315 porters for the initial 
walk-in from Kathmandu. Camp 4 (Ad
vance Base) was pitched on March 27 at 
about 21,650ft., near the base of the great 

couloir which suggests the most obvious 
line of ascent through the huge western 
flank of the mountain. Camp 5 (23,130ft.) 
was placed in the couloir on April 1, and a 
temporary Camp 6 (24,770ft.) just below 
the ridge which forms the border between 
Nepal and Tibet. On April 9, T. Takeda and 
A. Otaki left that camp at 8.45 a.m. Upon 
gaining the ridge at 11.30 a.m., they 
stopped for a brief rest and unroped. It was 
then that Otaki lost his balance and fell to 
his death, hurtling down the steep Tibetan 
side of the mountain to the Gyachung 
Glacier 7,000ft. below. For political as well 
as technical reasons no search for the body 
could be made. 

Despite this tragic turn of events the 
assault was continued and carried to a 
successful conclusion. On April 10, Y. Kato, 
K. Sakaizawa and Pasang Phutar III left 
their final Camp 6 (25,164ft.) at 7.00 a.m., 
moved up a steep, knife-edged rock ridge, 
surmounted a short but near-vertical wall 
and reached the summit by 11.00 a.m. The 
weather was fine, though rather windy. 
After an hour's picture-taking they began 
the descent and were back at Camp 6 at 
3 o'clock in the afternoon. A second ascent 
of Gyachung Kang was made on April 11, 
by K. Machida and K. Yasuhida. There 
can be little doubt that the mountain which 
presents such a forbidding sight when 
viewed from the flanks of Everest proved 
to be much easier than anticipated. A 
Bibliography 
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IN THE EVALUATION of contemporary 
Alpine climbing, it would be hopelessly 
naive to discount the effects of technological 
innovations in ice-climbing tools. The use of 
the new equipment immediately brings to 
mind another 'innovation' whose accep
tance was somehow more contested. Over 
fifteen years ago, Walter Bonatti could 
write : " ... But with the use of expansion 
bolts ... conditions are greatly changed . . . 
The sense of the unforeseen disappears 
entirely and so too the challenge of the 
climb itself and the meaning of the word 
'impossible' ... When, however, it is a 
question of ice-climbs or climbs of mixed 
ice and rock, the usefulness of such artifi
cial methods ceases to exist, since this type 
of difficulty goes far beyond the use of any 
artificial means at present existing ... " 1 

In 1976, one might reasonably compare the 
new ice gear to bolts in terms of the security 
provided. However, since the values of an 
activity depend on the general will of the 
activity's practitioners, and within moun
taineering the consensus has given an 
unequivocal endorsement to these innova
tions, the new tools have to be regarded as 
a vehicle involved with the progression of 
mountaineering. It has been decided that 
the new gear falls within the category of 
" ... such technical advances in climbing 
methods . .. [which] ... help to extend the 
confines of daring and endeavour .. . " 2 

But the unavoidable fact still remains 
that the overall standards of ice-climbing 
have dropped (the climbing of frozen 
waterfalls can only be regarded as the 
bastard offspring of technique and tech
nology - with the emphasis on technology -
and, although spectacular and possibly 
interesting, it does not come under the 
general heading of mountaineering). Not 
only are the Swiss Route on the Courtes 
and the North Face of the Triolet no longer 
demanding climbs, but if the number of 
repetitions serves as an index of relative 
difficulty, the North Face of the Grand 
Pilier d'Angle, the Shroud, the Cornuau
Davaille, and the Dru Couloir can hardly 
be thought of as at the border of human 
experience. Ten years ago, the technology 
so limited the technique that the pathetic 
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situation which obtained on the Cornuau
Davaille last July 8 could never have 
occurred : a mediocre party helplessly 
whimpered its way up the route, desperately 
calling to the two other parties on the route 
for top-ropes and directions. Sadly, the 
technology has triumphed over the tech
nique. Just as the light, rapid, easy and sure 
protection of nuts lessened the real difficul
ties of rock-climbing in the Alps, the new 
ice-climbing gear has given more impetus 
to the vanishing frontiers of the impossible, 
already accelerating faster and faster out of 
the climber's grasp. 

ALPINE 
CLIMBING 

STANDARDS 
by John Bouchard 

Obviously, these remarks refer to climb
ing in the Alps and the other lesser ranges. 
There is no question that the word impos
sible still has real meaning in the remote 
great ranges. Success still involves more 
than just superb preparation, and depends 
heavily on chance. In those areas the 
prophets of super-clean, super-free climbing 
are forced to carry bolt kits in their packs 
lest they be faced with the problem not 
found on a local crag. Clearly the new 
equipment has helped finally to wrench the 
greater ranges out of the Golden Age of 
exploration and mammoth expeditions into 
a Neo-Iron Age reminiscent of the period 
between the wars in the Alps. The accessi
bility of these areas is still not comparable 
to that of the Alps during the 'twenties and 
' thirties, but the fact still remains that the 
accessible areas no longer present that 

tantalizing possibility of an encounter with 
the impossible. 

If the present condition is considered a 
problem, a solution (granted a rather 
artificial solution) lies in the individual 
climber's assumption of initial disadvan
tages as well as his refusal to accept initial 
advantages before a climb. Naturally, a 
major difficulty of mountaineering, that of 
route finding, has to be acknowledged. If 
the Bonatti Pillar is contemptuously refer
red to as the "Autoroute du Sud", because 
of its lines of pegs, how is one to look at 
the ascent of a great mixed route which is 
climbed merely by dint of following a line 
of cleared holds and freshly exposed 
protection flakes and piton cracks? It 
should be quite evident that this particular 
advantage can be avoided. The assumption 
of disadvantages is a simple matter as well. 
The new equipment cannot be discarded 
because a regression in technique would 
result. The disadvantages, then, would have 
to lie in a deliberate decision before the 
climb to increase the subjective and objec
tive dangers, thus simulating some of the 
difficulties encountered on the new routes 
in the greater ranges. The number of pitons, 
nuts, and karabiners would be decreased, 
bivouac gear minimized or ignored, and 
food cut down. The old criteria which 
determined when a route was in condition 
would be dropped and routes would be 
undertaken in what would have been pre
viously deemed unjustifiably dangerous 
conditions. 

These proposals are not new. They have 
been put into practice for a few years now 
by the increasing numbers of climbers who 
have realized the insidious effects of the 
'Piolet Traction' method. This trend of 
harsh self evaluation before rearranging the 
odds to the mountain's advantage repre
sents a real progression in Alpine climbing. 
References 
I) On the Heights, Bonatti, Walter; p. 88; 
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2) Ibid; p. 89. • 

SUMMARY 
A discussion about the implications of new 
equipment on traditional Alpine grading. 
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LAST YEAR we returned to the South 
Face of Makalu to settle an account still 
outstanding from 1972. In that year we had 
come close to climbing the face, and had 
solved most of the technical problems. We 
had also learnt some useful lessons, which 
influenced our planning on this trip. We 
were resolved to improve the flow of loads 
being carried up the face, for in 1972 our 
Sherpa support had failed to back up our 
lead climbers at the crucial time. We also 
made plans to avoid periods of 'dead time', 
when climbers were circulating on the face, 
thereby ensuring that the route was being 
advanced at all available times. 

We were assisted in both these matters 
by having a larger team of climbers and a 
smaller group of Sherpas. We intended to 

We therefore had no problem in finding 
candidates for the summit bid, but there 
were serious risks and dangers inherent in 
the final stages of the climb, so that not all 
were considered suitable. 

Base Camp was established on September 
5, and the route was advanced quite 
rapidly. Camp 1 was established on the 7th, 
and Camp 2 on the 9th. The latter was sited 
at the base of the face itself. At first, we 
equipped it with two tents, but then, be
cause of serious avalanche danger, we 
relocated it in snow holes. Eventually, the 
capacity of these was such that they could 
hold fourteen climbers, together with the 
large stockpile of stores needed for the face. 
The main defect of this camp was that it 
was out of radio contact with Base; even 

only one tent in a usable state. Camp 3 
suffered a similar fate, and the occupants 
were forced to retreat, first to the bivouac 
and then to Camp 2. Here, the snowhole 
entrances were found to be blocked, but 
they were soon cleared and the camp 
reactivated. All the climbers were pulled 
back to Base to recover on the 27th and 
28th , and the next day new teams of fit 
climbers replaced them on the face. 

By October 3, Camps 3 and 4 had been 
rebuilt and we had begun to push out the 
fixed ropes again. The following day, Camp 
5 was established. We equipped it with 
enough rope and equipment to enable the 
assault team to reach the top of the South 
Face and then make a push for the summit 
the following day. The camp, which was at 

SOUTH FACE CLIMBED 
Ales Kunaver describes the ascent of one of the hardest Himalayan faces. 

use the Sherpas mainly below Camp 2, 
where the ground suited their experience 
and abilities. We split the climbers into five 
working groups; by virtue of careful plan
ning we hoped to keep the lead teams fully 
supplied and active at all times. In theory, 
our plan could place climbers on the sum
mit on the twenty-first working day after 
reaching Base Camp. However, we did not 
take this too seriously, as we knew that bad 
weather could easily play havoc with all our 
estimates. As it turned out, though, only 
the poor weather on September 25, 26 and 
27 (The same storm that hit the Everest 
team. Ed.) prevented us from keeping to 
our most optimistic time-table. 

Our team (ages ranging from 25 to 40) 
included five members who had been parti
cipants in the 1972 attempt. Nearly every
one performed well, and even our 'ill 
battalion' reached Camp 4 with their loads. 

Ales Kunaver - adroit leadership 
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changing the position of the Base Camp 
radio failed to rectify this. 

By September 12, ropes had been ad
vanced up the face half-way to Camp 3, and 
large amounts of supplies had been moved 
up to Camp 2. The following day was lost 
because of bad weather. On the 14th, we 
continued and established a temporary 
bivouac at 21,652ft., half-way between 
Camps 2 and 3. At first it consisted of one 
tent, but later we dug a snowhole with room 
for eight beds. Camp 3 was established on 
the 16th and, on the 23rd, Camp 4 was 
reached, after fixing ropes up some steep, 
mixed ground. The camp was fully equipped 
the next day and the ropes advanced to the 
difficult traverse. 

On September 25, the storm struck, 
marooning all the teams in their camps. 
There were climbers in all camps except 2. 
Snow avalanches tore Camp 4 apart, leaving 

Stane Belak - first to the top 

26,400ft, was slightly higher than the site 
chosen in 1972. Six climbers carried loads 
up to Camp 4, and five carried in support 
up to Camp 5. 

On October 5, the summit team, Stane 
Belak and Marjan Manfreda, completed 
the route-finding up the remainder of the 
face. This involved some quite hard rock
climbing and steep ice, with one pitch of 
grade 5 inf. The following day the pair went 
for the summit, although Manfreda was 
forced to climb without oxygen as the in
tense cold had prevented his apparatus from 

Right: The South Face of Maka/u (27,790/t.) 
with the West Buttress (climbed by the French in 
1971) on the left skyline. Camps, and important 
sections of the new Yugoslav Route, are marked. 
The solid line indicates the extent of the fixed 
ropes, and the small numbers inside the arrows 
indicate the positions where the photos on pages 
34 and 35 were taken. Photo: Radovan Riedl 

Marjan Manfreda - summit without oxygen 
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Photo 5. This photograph, and those on the opposite page, depict some of the difficult sections on the So;th Face route. Their exact positions are indi
cated by the numbers in hollow arrows on the photodiagram on page 33. 

working. 
At 11.15 a.m., they reached the top of 

the face. Here, the route joined the West 
Ridge, climbed by the French in 1971, and 
the pair followed this to the summit. Belak, 
climbing with oxygen, reached the top at 
4.0 p.m., and Manfreda joined him forty 
minutes later. The climbers maintained 
radio contact with Base at all times. They 
regained Camp 5 safely at 9.0 p.m. 

Despite this success, we did not withdraw 
from the mountain, as we had three more 
assault teams ready in lower camps. On 
October 8, four more climbers set out for the 
top, all with oxygen. (In a previous report on 
this climb, in Mountain 46, it was incorrectly 
stated that most of the summit climbers did 
not use oxygen; in fact only two climbers 
seem to have reached the summit without 
oxygen. Ed.) Two of the climbers ran 
into difficulties: Cedilnik was hit on the 
knee by falling ice, and Robas had trouble 

breathing. Both therefore returned to 
Camp 5. Their companions, Janko Azman 
and Nejc Zaplotnik, continued to the 
summit. 

The third assault team, which consisted 
of Boris Erjavec, Ive Kotnik and Viki 
Groselj, also met with bad luck: Erjavec 
was hit on the head by a falling rock and 
had to retire. The other two pushed on. 
Despite strong winds, they reached the 
summit on the 10th and returned safely to 
Camp 5. 

The fourth summit bid, by Janez Dovzam 
and Zoran Beslin, took place the following 
day. The pair had a Sherpa team in sup
port, but the oxygen that was being carried 
failed to arrive in time. (The climbers appear 
to have made their summit bid without 
oxygen, though the report is not clear on 
this point. Ed.) Dovzan reached the sum
mit and returned safely, but Beslin did not 
fare so well and failed just thirty feet 

below the top. He was also unable to get 
down to Camp 5 that night, and was forced 
to bivouac on the descent, close below the 
summit. He returned safely to Camp 5 next 
day, but unfortunately had sustained frost
bite injuries to both feet. After one more 
night in Camp 5, both climbers descended 
and were escorted back to Base. 

The mountain was then quitted in good 
order, and we all returned safely to Base . .A. 
SUMMARY 
Nepal Himalaya. Makalu: South Face. An 
account of the first ascent of the face by a 
twenty-one man Yugoslav expedition led by 
Ales Kunaver. The summit was reached by 
Stane Belak and Marjan Manfreda on October 
6, by Nejc Zaplotnik and Janco Azman on 
October 8, by Ive Kotnik and Viki Groselj on 
October 10, and by Janez Dovzam on October 
11. Zoran Beslin only just failed to reach the 
summit. Manfreda (and apparently) Dovzam 
and Beslin did not use oxygen, but only 
Dovzam escaped without frostbite injuries. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS AND FILM released by 
the Chinese Embassy in London and the 
All China Sports Federation in Peking have 
provided further information on the details 
of the recent Chinese ascent of Everest. The 
initial press release and photographs (pub
lished in Mountain 46) contained a number 
of ambiguities which gave rise to doubts 
about the veracity of some of the claims 
made. It was clear that the summit had been 
reached (identification of background land
marks in two photographs from Mountain 
46, for example [see diagrams below], 
confirmed the presence of climbers near 
and on the summit), but there was a 
curious absence of panoramic summit 
photographs, of the type taken by Haston 
and Scott, showing extensive views in all 

with the top of the South-East Ridge in the 
foreground, but the main summit group 
photograph (a still version of which formed 
the centrepiece of several Chinese press 
reports) was slowly converted into a 
downward-panning view, revealing the top 
of the Kangshung Face and surrounding 
mountain detail. 

It would appear, therefore, that the 
mystery of the paint-free tripod can be 
attributed to the cleansing action of several 
months of wind erosion and exposure to 
ultra-violet light. Claims that a virtually 
oxygen-free summit climb was made were 
also supported by evidence in both film and 
photographs. 

Some of the photographs (see opposite 
page) added further details to our know-

Right: Views of the difficult section of the North 
Ridge, and a detail of the difficult section of the 
Second Step, where the ladder was used. The 
smafl picture shows a c!imber erecting the sur
veying tripod on the summit . 

an intervening bluff, and not on the true 
Second Step. 

The Chinese film also clarified another 
little mystery. Junko Tabei , who was able 
to observe the North Col from the summit 
of Everest on May 16, at a time when the 
Chinese camp should have been visible, 
reported that there was no evidence of any 
such encampment. However, the film indi
cated that the Chinese tents were nearly all 
made of white material , and were quite 
difficult to pick out at close quarters; they 
could therefore have been completely 

NORTH RIDGE CLIMBED 
John Paine and Ken Wilson analyse the photographs and film of the recent Ch inese ascent. 

directions from the top of the mountain. 
This was all the more puzzling when one 
considered that nine people, most of whom 
had cameras, had apparently spent seventy 
minutes on the summit in reasonably clear 
conditions. When the summit climbers on 
the subsequent British expedition found a 
tripod which bore no trace of the red paint 
shown in the Chinese summit shots (all of 
which were taken looking upwards), the 
suspicion arose that these summit shots 
might have been posed on some convenient 
hil lock, with a second (red) tripod, after the 
climbers had descended from their true 
summit climb (leaving an unpainted tripod 
as evidence of their achievement), and that 
possibly the numbers of the summit party 
had been boosted in these photographs for 
'publicity' purposes. 

However, these doubts were finally laid 
to rest by the Chinese Everest film. Not only 
did this contain a full view down to Lhotse, 
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Width of glacier-basin visible 
between the two ridges, compares 
exactly with photos taken in 1953. 

ledge of the difficult section of the North 
Ridge, where Mallory and Irvine disap
peared in 1924. The top picture is a view 
along the ridge, past steep rock bluffs, to
wards the prominent, rounded rocky but
tress of the First Step. The Second Step is 
hidden behind this, and the summit is be
yond . The middle photograph shows the 
highest Chinese camp, seemingly placed on 
the ridge between the two steps, in easy 
striking distance of the Second Step, which 
is in the background. The lower right photo
graph shows the crucial section of the 
Second Step, where the Chinese used their 
ladder. Another view of the Second Step, 
shown in the film, revealed its great steep
ness, and seemed to indicate that the 
Chinese had turned it on the left by a route 
that was quite difficult. Terrain such as this 
would probably have been too hard for 
Mallory and Irvine to climb quickly, which 
suggests that Odell actually sighted them on 

camouflaged from a summit view at mid
day. 

It is perhaps unfortunate that foreign 
observers should have felt compelled to 
treat this fine Chinese climb with such 
scepticism, but this was inevitable after the 
extravagant claims that were made in 1960, 
and the discredited photograph which the 
Chinese published on that occasion. The 
evident veracity of the current climb, how
ever, tends to invest those earlier claims 
with a greater aura of credibility: perhaps, 
in 1960, Wang Fu-Chu and his companions 
really did struggle to the summit of Everest 
in the middle of the night. If that ascent 
could be verified, it would certainly take its 
placeasoneofthe greatest climbs of all time. 

SUMMARY 
Everest: North Ridge. An examination of the 
photographic material supporting the recent 
Chinese ascent. See also pictures and articles in 
Mountain 46. 

Identifiable section 
of LhotselNuptse 
ridge that could only 
have been seen from 
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From time to time over the years one hears 
of a fatal crevasse accident. One such 
accident occurred in 1972, on Axel Heiberg 
Island in the Canadian Arctic, when two 
men fell into a crevasse. One, with fractured 
limbs was rescued; the other, who fell 200ft., 
was killed. Mountain climbing journals 
and manuals, and snow and ice climbing 
courses of instruction, deal adequately with 
prevention of such accidents, and with the 
rope techniques to be used when an accident 
has occurred. Most of these techniques are 
satisfactory for minor crevasse falls, but 
even so are very difficult for the victim 
who may be winded and badly shaken, if 
not actually injured seriously, and extreme
ly strenuous for a small party on the top. 

It is however, the major crevasse accident 
that needs more comment. This is the type 
where the victim has sustained a large fall 
of over 30ft. where he may be seriously 
injured, and usually occurs when the party 
is unroped. Personal experience of one 
such accident, and detailed knowledge of 
several others, has resulted in some inter
esting conclusions regarding major crevasse 
accident rescue. 

by A.RC.Butson M.D 
1 A man may fall 150ft. vertically into a 

crevasse and still be alive and even 
relatively uninjured. 1 It is essential for 
someone to go right down to the victim 
to see if he is alive. A voice below 70ft. in 
a crevasse cannot be heard from above. 
In the past, several men have been aban
donned as dead without anyone having 
personally verified the fact.2 

2 A relatively uninjured man may sur-
vive for several days at the bottom of a 
deep crevasse. Recently a member of the 
British Antarctic Survey fell into a deep 
crevasse. The party on top was unable to 
pull him out without more help and 
equipment, so they lowered food and 
clothing to him and returned three days 
later to effect a successful rescue. The 
author descended 106ft. vertically into a 

crevasse during winter in the Antarctic in 
1947 and although the surface tempera
ture was -20°F, at the bottom of the 
crevasse the temperature was only a few 
degrees below freezing with no wind at 
all. 3 It would take many days for a rnan 
to die of exposure and freezing under 
these conditions. 

3 The victim of a crevasse accident is 
frequently tightly wedged by the gradually 
narrowing ice walls of the crevasse. In 
1946, one such victim in the Antarctic 
actually had his legs hanging free where 
the crevasse widened, but was held by his 
wedged torso.4 In addition, movements 
of the glacier of only one inch may com
pound the tight grip in which the victim 
is held. The author clearly remembers 
feeling the ice movements on either side 
of his chest at the bottom of a crevasse 
during a crevasse rescue. The wedging of 
the victim makes it extremely difficult for 
the rescuer to get down to the victim and 
it may take many hours to free the victim. 
An ice axe is usually useless as there is no 
room in which to swing it, but a piton 
hammer or either end of a sawn-off ice 
axe is valuable for chipping away the ice. 

4 It is important to arrange slings on the 
victim so that his weight is taken by both 
thighs and also by a chest or shoulder 
harness. These must be arranged so that 
he is not tipped upside down when being 
hauled up, especially if he is injured or 

unconscious. Caremustbetaken 
to ensure that a chest loop does 
not press on the armpits and 
paralyse the nerves to the arms 
as occurred in one instance.4 

The arrangement of the slings 
is especially important when a 
tightly wedged victim is being 

forcibly extracted by pulling from above. 
If there is danger of the victim falling 
further he should be secured by a rope 
from above immediately. 

5 The difficult major crevasse rescue may 
seem impossible at first but prolonged 
and well organised rescue attempts are 
usually very rewarding. Help must be 
obtained so that there are four to eight 
men on the surface of the glacier. 300ft. 
to 600ft. of climbing rope is necessary. A 
pulley block, attached to a ladder, sledge 
or tree trunk straddling the crevasse, is 
quite invaluable. Karabiners acting as a 
pulley are second best. A strong flash
light from above and a flashlight for the 
rescuer in the crevasse are essentials, as it 
is dark at the bottom of a crevasse. A 
whistle and a pre-arranged set of whistle 
signals should be used by the rescuer in 
the crevasse when beyond earshot. 

I am grateful to Mr. E. W. K. Walton for advice and 
help in preparing this paper. 
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A 
World 
Apart 

Some reflections on the South 
African climbing scene by 
Dave Cheesmond 
"What old people say you cannot do, you 
try and find that you can" 

Henry David Thoreau (Walden) 

I'd led the aid-pitch, so it was Shorty's 
turn to show his mettle. 

"Grunt," he said. 
Grunt? "No place for a runner, I sup

pose?" 
Grandmother's ears must have turned in 

their grave as the answer flew past to dive 
and be lost on the wind. 

More hand-traversing and more grunties, 
until a scrabble-gained ledge restored the 
silence. And then my turn for the 'Orang
outang' pitch, with legs free and arms 
grappling for the huge jugs, and Shorty 
saying: "Jeez, how'm I going to do that?" 
but he did. 

Thus, finally, the top - pies of each other 
with smiles handed out, and a laughing 
Black Power salute against the evening sky. 

As we ran down the back, my eyes picked 
out his body bouncing down in front, while 
my mind strayed through a side-alley to 
recollect how I'd come to find such a 
friend ... 

* * * * * 

There was that cold, grey day on Table 
Mountain, when Cape Town seemed such 
a long way away, and death even further. 
Trotting down we'd encountered Ed 
January and his partner with the Afro 
hairstyle - unbelievably, Ed February. 

Beers at the flat and next weekend it was 
the Cedar berg with those huge jugs, and on 
the drive up the inevitable incident: 

Cafe proprietor: "He can't come in 
here." 

Me: "And why the fuck not?" 
Cafe proprietor: "Coloureds' entrance 

round the back." 
Those painful vibes for the rest of the 

journey: "Ed, I'm sorry. Shorty, it's not 
my fault. Shit! Why did that have to 
happen?" 

But the mountains rationalized the scene 
and, walking up in the dark with eyes wink
ing down from the sky, we talked a while 
and said: "Well, he was a wop anyway," 
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and "Thank God there aren't many like 
him," but we all knew that wasn't true. 

During the climbs that weekend, we al
most forgot where we were and who we 
must be, with the impersonal rock becoming 
our friend and us complementing each 
other in a strange way - Ed short and me 
tall, me white and him black. 

After that, many things fell into place, 
the jig-saw being completed with so many 
fine routes on so many fine days. Further 
north we went, to the new cliffs, miles long 
with no routes; we left them with our im
print of some climbs here and there. 

Back to the Cedarberg for Oscillation, 
hardest in the area, and Ed on the aid, 
saying: "Never done this before," and 
"What the hell do I do now?" and "Tight 
rope, bugger!". Arms groping for the silver 
holds, he learnt soon enough - necessity 
and invention, as they say. 

So, one day, we went to the Kloof, with 
the longest routes in the Cape and the 
country. Although I'd vowed never to use 
the Establishment's huts, it was raining, and 
we figured there was no sense in having 
principles and being wet all the same. 

We filled in our names in their book of 
rules, never thinking what the outcome 
would be: 

"Don't think we don't know these 
people are Coloureds," she said, this nasty 
old lady with spots on her specs. Coloured, 
I thought; 'coloured' means your ancestors 
were African, or Asian, or Malay, or a 
mixture of some of these and possibly 
Europeans as well; and 'white' means your 
ancestors were either Dutch, or English, or 
German, or a mixture of some of these and 
even some of the former, if it doesn't show. 

So I picked up my pride from the floor, 
and thought what a strange place this is 
where you can be ostracized for inviting a 
friend into your house, and felt ashamed of 
being from the other side of the fence. 

From then on we laughed at the oldies, 
and the not so oldies, and turned to thinking 
and climbing and drinking instead. 

Near to home we ran up T.M. for Touch
and-Go, and were pleased for once to have 
an audience as we swung through the crux. 
Even having to sit outside the cafe on top 
couldn't dull the joy of being alive above 
the smog and grime and mere mortals far 
below. 

Since then, there have been so many good 
climbing days, when the vibes were just 
right and we could get up anything; there 
have also been those days when progress 
was such a struggle but life was fun all the 
same. In between it all, there have been 
some good friends to share the experiences 
and feel the same way. 

I've moved on, one day hopefully to 
return, but the rest of the group is still there, 
climbing hard, determined to prove that the 
way we chose to be is right. 

* * * * * 
It is strange that some of the most 

competent climbers in a country can be 

Ed February relaxing (above) and in action 
(below) leading Touch and Go on Table Mountain. 
Photos: Dave Cheesmond 

deprived of the right to join the national 
mountaineering body, and hence from 
exercising its rights and making use of its 
facilities. 

What we had in Cape Town, what is 
continuing now, is some sanity in an other
wise insane society. That Ed and Ed, and all 
their friends who are now my friends, 
could see me not as another racialist, but 
as a friend in strange circumstances, is 
something I value now more than ever. 

Friendships such as these are perhaps 
only forged in societies where something 
radical has gone wrong. .& 



Peaks and Pioneers 
The Story of Mountaineering 

by Francis Keenleyside 

Paul Elek: £15 

In recent years, several histori
cally-orientated mountaineering 
books have been published, 
and a few older standard works 
have been re - issued, so that 
any new publication must make 
its way in a varied but busy 
market. 
Peaks and Pioneers looks at 
mountaineering in the long run, 
and attempts a global perspec
tive. In magisterial and estab
lishment prose, the author 
presents a careful account of 
the development of man"s in
terest in mountains, his early 
explorations and his first falter
ing attempts at ascent. The 
emergence of mountaineering 
as a sport in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries is then 
dealt with in some detail, first 
with regard to Europe and then 
on a broader basis, with a con
cluding account of the post-war 
ascents of the higher Hima
layan peaks, and some final 
thoughts for the future. 
It is mountaineering with which 
the author is concerned, and 
there is therefore little reference 
to the eccentricities of the 
British at home, or to the 
peculiar hills which exercise so 
many people. Neither 'Ben' 
nor 'Cwm' (except for that well
known camping place near 
Everest) darkens the index, and 
at one point the altitude is so 
great that Glencoe and Ben 
Nevis actually appear to merge. 
But all these are commenda
tions, given the task which the 
author has set himself. 
The history has been researched 
widely and with some reference 
to sources in major continental 
languages. The author, who is 
evidently a scrupulous collector 
of facts, is unl ikely to be 
faulted except perhaps in a few 
trivial matters, and a review of 
this kind is not the place to 
pursue such nit-picking . 
In general, this is a work which 
can be depended upon, and it 
is very commendable as such. 
But the author does have some 
lacunae (and who does not?). 
His sympathies are those of the 
historical splitter, the ardent 
pursuer of verity, the researcher 
seeking factual truth above all 
else. This shows in his method. 
The pioneers are generally re
quired to speak for themselves, 
in long and revealing quota-

tions. The distortions of short 
excerpts are usually avoided. 
There is strength in this 
approach: Mummery, Longstaff, 
Sh ipton, Smythe, McNaught
Davis, Haston and a host of 
others can say a great deal 
more than the individual who 
might try to draw out all their 
thoughts and achievements in 
his own words. Their different 
styles and approaches enrich 
the work, and have rarely been 
collected together in quite this 
way. Yet 'facts' and quotations 
never quite tell their own 
story, and it is in matters of 
value judgement and inter
pretation that one might level 
criticism at the work. 
The author is well aware of the 
breadth of European develop
ments before and since the 
Great War. Yet he falls into the 
trap of a too easy technological 
determinism in his explanation 
of the rise in standards of 
climbing between the wars, 
and after 1945. It now appears 
most doubtful that "the adop
tion and elaboration of methods 
of artificial climbing" formed 
the key to the spurt of high
standard continental climbing 
between the wars. At least as 
important was the very high 
standard of free-climbing 
achieved in the Eastern Alps 
prior to 1914, a standard which 
acted as the norm for the post-
1918 elite of climbers in 
Bavaria and Austria. The key to 
the solution of many of the 
major alpine problems of the 
interwar years was this very 
high standard of climbing in 
conjunction with the use of 
pitons for protection, not the 
use of pitons for aid, as seems 
to be implied both by the 
jaundiced Alpine Club com
ments of the time and still to a 
degree by this author. This is 
not to deny the role of tech
nology, but to stress that it was 
the handmaiden of technique. 
Even the far greater advances 
in equipment after 1945 must 
be similarly regarded as only 
part of an explanation for sub
sequent developments. One 
suspects that the author knows 
a 11 this, but he hardly says it. 
This leads to some broader 
points. An emphasis upon 
'facts' does not necessarily lead 
to ease of generalization and, 
as in the above case, there is a 
tendency for the generalization 
to be less supportable than 
much of the story. This seems 
to be more evident as the sub- ► 

LETTERS 
Everest Finance - Politics 
and Climbing 

from Terance Staley 

Dear Sir, 
Although M/s Shorrocks is 
entitled to her opinions about 
the finance of climbing expe
ditions (see Letters, Mountain 
44), I feel she should keep 
politics out. I was very disap
pointed to see politics being 
brought into a sporting maga
zine - it would probably not 
have been so bad if M/ s Shor
rocks had got her facts 
straight! 
To begin with, it is entirely 
Barclays Bank's own business 
what it does with its money 
and how it invests it, which 
brings me to the main point of 
this letter. 
The black workers are paid 
much more than £20.00 a 
month plus money which is 
sent back to their homelands 
in a banking account in their 
name. Over and above this 
facility they have free accom
modation on the mines, free 
meals, free film shows, free 
medical aid and ample sports 
facilities. May I add, further
more, that the four black mine
workers were not shot through 
their striking, but because of a 
tribal dispute which arose from 
the strike, and the South 
African Police were called in to 
prevent further bloodshed. If 
you have lived in South Africa 
and worked with the natives, 
only then can you begin to 
understand the situation and 
how the native's mind works. 
So please, M/s Shorrocks, 
leave politics out of sport. As I 
said, you are entitled to your 
opinions - but I'm quite sure 
politics didn't enter into it when 
Barclays Bank agreed to 
finance Mr. Bonington's ex
pedition. 
Terance Staley (Benoni, South 
Africa) 

Indiscriminate Woolliness 

from Roman Laba 

Dear Sir, 
In Mountain 44, Michael 
Tobias writes that his "essay 
was put together in no less a 
frenzied chaotic manner than 
if it had been attempted hang
ing in a belay seat". 
It's true that the essay is 
"frenzied" and "chaotic", but 
those who have hung in belay 
seats know that the actions 
performed in them require care 
and patience. So do writing 

and thinking. 
The article is so woolly and 
pretentious that it does possess 
an unintended humour. Never
theless, it is harmful because it 
mystifies the illuminating and 
transforming experiences of 
mystics, poets, philosophers 
and climbers and indiscrimina
tely flings them together. 
Yours sincerely, 
Roman Laba (Madison, Wisc.) 

Favouring Chalk 

from Martin Berzins 

Dear Sir, 
I would like to comment on 
some of the points made about 
chalk in your otherwise ex
cellent pollution editorial 
(Mountain 45). 
I have always thought of chalk 
as maintaining the friction of 
holds, not increasing it; in 
either case, how can the 
"delight in the feel of the rock" 
be diminished, when small 
holds can be felt more intensely 
because they lack a layer of 
sweat? 
No-one can deny that chalk 
looks untidy, but so do crags 
covered in people; does that 
mean we should all stop climb
ing, for the sake of "visual 
balance"? Visual balance is 
more permanently altered by 
gardening (e.g. scrubbing on 
gritstone). Fashion allows this 
to be tolerated because it 
makes routes more enjoyable; 
yet chalk, which has the same 
effect, but to a lesser degree, 
and is not so permanent, is 
condemned. 
Many routes are now being 
freed using chalk ; surely tem
porary patches of white are 
better than bits of rusty metal? 
It appears, however, that some 
'paper purists' do not think so. 
For instance, last summer on a 
very hot day an attempt was 
made to free-climb Zukator, 
and the climbers used chalk. 
Inevitably, this brought com
ments from people doing Valor 
nearby, yet they were making 
full and blatant use of all the 
long obsolete aid points on 
their route. This dual standard 
appears elsewhere; it is fair 
enough to criticize chalk, but 
surely gardening and hold
chipping should have been 
attacked on similar grounds, 
while top-roping and abseil 
inspection deserved mention 
as 'moral pollution'. 
All of this is not to say that 
chalk can be condoned on ► 
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BOOKS (Continued) 

ject matter becomes more 
modern. An example is the 
chapter on post-Second War 
Himalayan developments. 
Here, spokesmen for the clim
bers of the higher summits 
present their stirring and some
times tragic tales in some 
detail, although at the end the 
emphasis switches to the 
smaller expedition. But to be 
fair to the 1950-1970 period, 
and to show faith in such a 
future, greater emphasis upon 
the successes of smaller ex
peditions in that period is 
probably necessary. In the text, 
however, the smaller expedition 
receives short shrift, with only 
slight emphasis upon Anglo
Saxon small-scale exploration, 
and virtually none on the 
Germans, Austrians and Japa
nese. These are questions of 
balance, and in the latter parts 
of the book others could be 
raised, despite the wide and 
colourful coverage provided by 
the author. 
This is a large and opulent 
book, requiring affluent buyers 
The photography, with many 
large-scale photographs and 
some that are inaccessible to 
most readers, will satisfy many 
climbers, even if the quality is 
frankly variable. Personally, I 
am as keen on credits with 
pictures as I am on references 
to important points in the text, 
and some of these pictures are 
a little under-explained, but 
overall the collection is welcome. 
It would be a mistake to equate 
an overriding emphasis upon 
verity of facts with stodgy 
writing. The author pulls few 
punches: "Bourrit was much 
involved in the events around 
Chamonix in these years, but 
through the energy of his pen 
rather than his limbs ... he was 
insanely jealous, a liar, a snob 
and a bore". 
Such forthrightness enlivens the 
whole narrative, so that the 
value judgements within the 
text are usually blatantly 
obvious. As an individualist 
(and historical splitter), the 
author evidently dislikes hordes 
of any nationality, and nationa
lities, too. He dislikes govern
ment, educational usage of 
mountains carried to excess, 
and commercialism. Much of 
this is defensible, shared by 
many of his contemporaries. 
But one begins to wonder who 
these contemporaries are. In an 
age of 'lumping', attempts to 
analyze climbers are dismissed 
by Kevin Fitzgerald (with the 
author's approval) as "the 
absurdities which men produce 
when it is their profession to 
think up absurdities". 
In a work which could be said 
to describe the detailed deve
lopment of an activity inherently 
absurd, and to translate it into 

terms of progress, such cer
tainties appear a little misplaced. 
But not for Dr. Keenleyside, 
who, like a recent Daily Tele
graph reviewer of the Everest 
film, believes that "in any case 
the question of who does what 
on an expedition is a matter 
for the leader not the led". 
This is a big buy for most 
climbers. Even so, especially 
with dark nights and some 
drear weather, I am glad to 
know a little about the hetero
doxy of Mummery"s economic 
theories as well as about his 
travels, pleased to have an 
opportunity to read Longstaffs 
account of the first ascent of 
Shkhara, and prepared to be 
infuriated by the ability of a 
certain kind of Englishman to 
ignore or write off in a sentence 
things which seem to me vital. 
But then I have not read 
Kipling, nor really absorbed the 
subtleties of the Great Game. 
Paul Nunn • 

LETTERS (Continued) 

easier climbs, simply because 
on hard routes the holds are 
smaller and much more of the 
body weight is taken on the 
hands. Here, sweaty holds 
make climbing very unpleasant 
indeed. Finally, how can chalk 
be compared with aid, when 
chalk, unlike aid, does not 
reduce the technical ability or 
degree of commitment re
quired to do a route? 
Yours etc., 
Martin Berzins (Leeds) 

Mountaineering Fiction 

from Louis Baume 

Dear Sir, 
Susan Lawtry is appalled be
cause Mountain has recently 
"fallen" to publishing short 
stories ( see Letters, Mountain 
45). What is wrong with short 
stories (in principle, if not 
always in particular)? And are 
we really to believe that today 
climbers are so Philistine and 
the sport of mountaineering is 
so divorced from literary ex
pression that fiction is thus to 
be despised? Are Rum Doodle, 
The Ascent of F6 or Running 
Water so trite that they shou Id 
be hidden away? 
Frank Smythe, Hugh Merrick, 
Menlove Edwards, Showell 
Styles, Gwen Moffat, Wilfrid 
Noyce - to mention but a few 
- have all written works of 
fiction; many others have 
written poetry. No one is 
obliged to enjoy them, but the 
world of mountaineering 
would, I think, be the poorer 
without them, for mountaineer
ing is more than just nuts and 
bolts. 
Yours faithfully, 
Louis Baume (Bloxham) • 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M ) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and Sk i-ing 
Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T: Canberra 
Paddy Pall in Pty., Ltd ., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic, Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S). 

N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C) 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S). 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick's Mountain Shop, 
531 Milton Road, 
Toowong. 
Tel. 07.702294 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., Ltd ., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354 (C) (M) (S). 

CANADA 
Alberta : Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W., 41 
Tel. 403.283.5551 (C) (M) (S). 
Alberta: Calgary 
Fresh Air Experience, 
720 17th Avenue S.W. 
Tel. 403.261 .7900 (C) (M) (S). 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 2Z5. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Alpine Crafts Equipment, 
1286 Kingsway. 
Tel. 604.879.7431 (M). 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast : Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S). 
Birmingham 
Y.H .A. Services Ltd. (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180 
Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27 / 29 Martineau Square. (S) . 
Tel. 021.236.9383 
Birmingham 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road. (C). 
Tel. 021.454.8771 
Blackburn 
J. and J . Kirkham, 
9-11 Higher Church Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S) . 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road (S) (M) . 
Tel. 0273.26874 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre (C). 
22 High Street, Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road , 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate. 
Tel. 0246.68203 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01.688.2667 

Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd ., 
29 High North Gate (C) . 
Tel. 0325.2390 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0302.67755 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 
Dundee 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
93-117 Princes Street. (C) . 
Tel. 0382.43766 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 (C) (S). 

Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 
Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041.221.4531 /2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041 .332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M) . 
Tel. 041.332.4814 
Glasgow 
Blacks of Greenock, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041 .221 .4007 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S) . 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 

Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of- Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061.368.1558 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C) . 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.33045 
Leeds 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
21 /22 Grand Arcade. (C). 
Tel. 0532.458634 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road. (S). 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43a Harrington Street, 2. 
Tel. 051 .236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Pindisports, 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.242.3278 
London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01 .992.6642 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd ., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01.723.5252 

London 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01.839.1722 (S). 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
309 Brompton Road, S.W.3. 
Tel. 01 .581 .2127 (S) (M). 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1 . 
Tel. 01 .405.7541 / 2 
London 
Blacks of Greenock, 
22 Grays Inn Road, W.C.1. 
Tel. 01 .405.4426 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S). 
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Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. (C). 
Tel. 061.748.6408 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
36/38 Fountain Street, 2. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119 
Manchester 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.48916 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles), 
177 Westgate Road. (S). 
Tel. 0632.23903 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 
Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Queen Street. 
Tel. 0768.4505 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. Tel. 0705.29410 · 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793 
Rochdale 
Jeff Connor Outdoor Centre, 
120/122 Drake Street. 
Tel. 0706.342062 (C) (M). 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
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Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 
Stoke-on- Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. {C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 021.556.0802 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 021.553.1670 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
6 High Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/5 King Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567 

EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut Ltd., 
28 Stephen Street Lower, 2. 
Tel. 0001.781.358 .(C) (M) 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 177 

Oslo 
Sport Co. A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.44 7381 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 (C) (M} (S) 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 {C) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel. 415.845.8600 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
2160 University Avenue, 94704. 
Tel. 415.848.7866 (C} (M) (S). 
California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, (C) (M). 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. Tel. 408.374.7777 
California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 .Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A 16-2 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745 (C) (S). 

California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Glendora 
Pack and Piton, 
1000 E. Alosta Avenue, 91740. 
Tel. 213.335.0414 (C) (M) (S). 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011. 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S). 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Lancaster 
Dan's Skiing & Mountaineering, 
844 W. Lancaster Blvd. 93534. 
Tel. 805.942 0804 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. Tel. 714.934.2423 
(C) (M) (S). 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917 (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds, 
443 12th Street, 921 01 . 
Tel. 714.232.2167 (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel, 805.541.1533 (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Francisco 
The Smilie Co. (C} (M) (S). 
575 Howard Street, 
94105. Tel. 415.421.2459 
California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 91356. 
Tel. 213.881.5111 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408 (C) (M) {Sl. 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S). 

Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
1750 30th Street, 80301. 
Tel. 303.442.3551 (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.4791 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. Tel. 303.377.2783 
(C) (M) (S). 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.3373 

Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M). 
Colorado: Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd., 
80227. Tel. 303.986.5541 
(C) (M) (S). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S). 

Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Malt,83704 
Tel. 208.376.3731 (S) (C). 

. Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133 (C) (M) (S). 
Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122, 83353. 
Tel. 208.726.3808 (S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832 (C) (M) (S). 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S). 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue, 55403. 
Tel. 612.336.3884 
N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 
N.H.: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street, 03262. 
Tel. 603.745.2767 (M) (S). 
New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc., 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
Tel. 716.837.3300 (C) (M) (S). 

New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868 (C) (M) (S). 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S). 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838 (C) (M) (S). 
Oregon: Corvallis 
Recreational Sports Warehouse, 
500 S.W. 2nd Street, 97330. 
Tel. 503.752.5612 (C) (M) (S). 

Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701. 
Tel. 717.326.6537 (C) (M) (S). 



alpiniSM 
Write for details to: 

I.S.M. p.o. box 25, Leysin, Switzerland. 

"DUVET KITS" £10 (U.K.) 
Or S.A.E. for details to: 
R. Clayton, 18 Fitzroy Rd, Bradford, W. Yorks B03 9PD. 

KARRIMOR KATALOG 
Our catalogue has a reputation for being distinctive, informative and enjoyable 
reading on all matters technical and practical. If you would like a catalogue 
please send us an Sp. stamp and if you'd like a colour poster as well, include a 
total of 25p. Karrimor International Ltd., 

( M.M.) Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lancashire, England. 

Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J. D. Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters 
Afton Ave. (in the Buttonwood 
Barn), 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 
Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.4 78.1577 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101 (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623 (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 98105. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S). 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220 
Tel. 509.328.5020 (C) (M) (S). 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347 (S). 

Wyoming: Casper 
Cross Country Mountaineering, 
128 W. Second, 82601. 
Tel. 307.237.2071 (C) (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C). 
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SOIS £2 · 
CHARDONNET£25· 

L LLAN BERIS ( TEL 327) GWY 

DON WHILLANS 
RECOMMENDS 

OPP 
06S 

ACTION 
WEAR 

Cagoules, Jackets, Trousers, 
All-in-one-suits, Overboots, 

Gaiters and Mitts 

Produced from the revolutionary B-ROLLIBOND (Reg.) process 
which is lightweight. windproof, waterproof , small in bulk, 
non-freezing, and has increased insulation properties . These 
factors make it ideal for a wide variety of outdoor activities. 

STOCK TOPP TOGS NOW! 

FOR GREATER PROFITABILITY 

Springlow 
Concentrated meal 
packs for Campers and 
Backpackers
remember 
concentrated food 
means less weight 
and bulk to carry . 
Meals include : 
Curries, Stews and 
Omelettes-send for 
our catalogue it 
describes no less 
than 50 packs. 

SPRINGLOW Sales ltd 
Marsland Industrial 
Estate, Werneth, 
Oldham, Lanes. 
Tel : 061-624 7904 

Tt'l8 finest In U.S. and European equipment 
from PaulRoss,BIIIAughtonond Fronk Simon 

Manufactured by Tangroad Ltd ., Kirby Works, Withnell 
Fold, Industrial Estate, Chorley, Lanes. PR6 8BA. 

U.S. Distributors of the J.B.Hard Hot, 
Clog, Korrlmor, Troll ~ Mt.Equipment 

Box494,MoinSt.NorthConway, 
NewHompshlre.U.sA tel.603.356.5287 Tel. Brinscall 830101 
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Blacks Snowgoose 
••• for the chosen few • 

• Covered in Blacks 
uniquely durable, 

• Down of this quality 
gives 75% more 'loft' 
even than Blacks 
renowned Icelandic 
filling . 

• Filled with 1.4 kg
that's three whole 
pounds-of new pure 
white goose down. 

completely downproof 
'Ripstop' nylon 
proofed for 
extra protection. 

Blacks sub-zero sleeping bags have earned 
their unbeatable reputation under the toughest 
conditions, being used by international explorers 
and climbers on the most hazardous expeditions. 

The Snowgoose stands supreme for its 
perfectionist attention to every detail required to 
ensure comfort at the lowest temperatures. 
Truly a king of bags, it is covered in royal purple. 
Price £65.50. 

The Snowgoose is one of Blacks range of 
specialist bags; each represents outstanding 
quality and value. 

Other Sub Zero bags (left to right). 
Snowdrift same construction as the 

Snowgoose, butfilled with all new duck down. 
£49.50. 

Karakorum virtually two sleeping bags, one 
inside the other, nylon covered and filled with High 
Quality goose/ duck down in two separate layers. 
£47.85. 

Polar, wall-quilted all cotton fabric bag, and 
filled with High Quality goose/ duck down. 
£39.85. 

Available at all good camping shops 
throughout the country. 

• Side baffles prevent 
shifting of down to the 
base of bag. 

• Inner and outer are 
differentially cut to 
allow the down to fully 
loft 

• Overlap tube quilting 
gives best possible 
compartmentation, 
effectively prevents 
'cold spots: 

F:::'D~-;;;-;;~;;--- .. -,,_,,;ng19>11 

I FULL COLOUR CATALOGUE. 

I Please send me my 28-page .!"5J<;fl. -~-·•111, 
Camping Catalogue. I M/1 /76 

I Name I 
I Address I 
1------1 
I County/ Postcode I 
I Please send to: Port Glasgo~ Renfrewshire, PA14 5XN I 

or Ruxley Corner, Sidcup, Kent DA14 5AQ. 

Ll~~~:rby IL Blacks~I 
of Greenock --------- 47 



we can supply ,_ .. L-. __ -..:::__a_, 

everything but the mountain! 
We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, Duvets, 
Waterproof Clothing. Specialise in Backpacking Gear. Plus 
over 40 Tents suitable for Mountain use: names like Clog, Stubai, 
Snowdon, Peck, M.S.R., BonaitiCassin, Simond, Chouinard, 
Viking, Mammut, Joanny, Ede/rid, Troll, Salewa, Optimus, 
J.B., MOAC, Henri-Lloyd, Helly Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, 
Point Five, Mountain, Soppy, G. & H., Dachstein, Karrimor, 
Berghaus, Camp Trails, Hawkins, Kastinger, Scarpa, 
Robusta, La Dolomite, Blacks, Vango, Saunders, Marechal, 
Turblokken, Spring/ow. Ranch House. 

WE HAVE A 
SPECIAL CONTRACT 

DEPARTMENT 
FOR CLUB AND 
EDUCATIONAL 

ORDERS 

You will be dealing with experts - Les 
Halliwell is our technical adviser. Before 
buying your gear, write or phone for our 
EXTRAORDINARY COMPETITIVE 
FREE PRICE LIST Offering Substan
tial Savings. Barclay/ Access accepted. We 
have a large Mail Order Department - most 
items immediate despatch with 7-day 
approval service. 
Specialists in supplying equipment to 
overseas expeditions 

AND FOR 
PERSONAL & DIRECT 

EXPORT 

23/25 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex. Tel. (STD 0277) 221259 

Only 10 minutes from Brentwood Station; 30 minutes from 
London's Liverpool Street Station (Southend Line). ---------I Please send me vour free pr,ce hst. 

Name 

Address 

I 
I (M03) I ·- --------· 48 

When~ 
life is in the balance 
we'll help:you keep 

yourliead. 
One of the most important pieces of a 

climbers equipment has got to be a helmet. 
The Ultimate Helmet has been tested 

relentlessly for impact resistance, shock 
absorbancy and toughness, to give you the 
best possible protection you can find. 

You'll find our helmet astonishingly light,well 
ventilated and comfortable. 

We make it self coloured fibreglass, 
attractive and hard-wearing. The harness is 
adjustable to fit all but the most unique head. 

We consider all heads are unique and worth 
protecting in the best possible way - with an 
Ultimate Helmet. 

For more information about our helmet and 
indeed our whole range of equipment, ask 
nearest dealer or post off the coupon to: 

Ultimate Equipment Ltd. 
The Butts, Warkworth, Morpeth 
Northumberland, England NE65 OSP 

r -------------, Please send me; Ultimate Catalogue, further information lultimat«t""::::·· C,m•~ "••m~ ...,,, TKK I 

I EOJIR\11ENT ----1 
Address I 

I 
I 

-=~----_J 
Adventure with Ultimate confidence 



we've got our winter gear. 

HAVE YOU GOT 
YOURS? 

THE FELLSMAN 
6 High Street, Windermere. (opp. railway station) 

Telephone : 4876 Open Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 

UADliO 
FORCE 
TEN 

Force Tens have a big reputation with people with 
big reputations. Leaders of major climbing and 
exploration expeditions have taken Force Tens all 
over the world including the recent successful 
British Everest Expedition. From this severe 
testing come the ideas for improved design and 
materials which are built into every model. From a 
one night summer camp to a month on the face of 
Everest choose Force Ten-it won 't let you down! 
Write now for colour catalogue and name of 
nearest stockist. 

TiJ L\ 
UADliD (SCOTLADD) LTD. 
47 COL VEND ST .. GLASGOW. TEL : 041 -556 7621 

The argument 
for Anatomic 

• rucsacs cames 
a lot of weight .. 

Extensive field testing of the " anatomic" principle has 
shown that for big load carrying the Cyclops system is 
superior to orthodox rucsacs giving greater ease of carrying 
with less effort. If a given load is supported from the 
shoulders only, as on conventional rucsacs, an immediate 
impression of weight is conveyed to the wearer. Similarly, 
if a frame and sac combination is used, the frame pushes 
the centre of gravity of the load away from the back causing 
more effort to be used. However, using the unique Cyclops 
system, the impression of weight carried and effort used 
are considerably reduced. 

turn to page 51 

B6R6HJIUS 34 Dean Street 
Newcastle upon 
Tyne NE1 1PG 
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Galibier Boots 
TOP MODELS FROM THE WORLD'S BEST RANGE 

Special Offers: 

GUIDE (R.D.'s) 

00 

YOSEMITE 

£24.50 

Salewa metal-shafted hammers 
Salewa hammer-in screw-out peg 
Salewa crampons (straps extra) 
Salewa Sticht Brake 9¾ double 
Salewa Sticht Brake 11 ¾ single 
Leather Ice Axe covers 
Hipolito 1 pint paraffin pressure stove . . 

£2.80 
£3.55 

£11.45 
£2.80 
£2.50 

90p 
£7.80 

GLASGOW OUTCROPS A new rock guide for the west including Meikle 
Ross, Kirkcudbright (for Redcoats south of the border) and hitherto unknown 
crags such as Craig more. Price £1 .00 plus 1 Op p. and p. 

1-J ighra nge.J:!porfs 
99 Great Western Road, Glasgow G .4 041 .332.5533 

P.A. ROCK BOOT 

£9.95 E. B.'s 
The world's most popular 

rock boot needs no 
introduction - still only 

£9.95 

B0CK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
Handmade of neoprene nylon, the best iron buckles 
and copper belt rivets, hand set with our own special 
tool. Neoprene nylon does not ice up . Heat sealed 
edges provide further protection against ice build up. 
Will not stretch. No-time-limit guarantee . 
Makers of the famous Chouinard Crampon Straps. Write for free catalog. 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS - BOX 1038 
CRESCENT CITY, CALIFORNIA 95531 

Novv in Liverpool 
if you find selecting the right gear 

a problem, consult: 

Don Morrison 
shops at: 

LIVERPOOL and SHEFFIELD 
43a Harrington Street, 2, 
(off North John Street) 
Tel. 051.236.0525 

343 London Road, S2 4NG 
Tel. 0742.56018 



G & H llrdducts, Blackburn Road.., 
8irstatl, Batley, Yorkshire 

FOR SALE 

35 Brand New Massey/Macinnes 
Ice Axes at £14.00 each (22" to 32"). 

Carriage paid in U.K. 

Wrightstock Ltd., P.O. Box 25, Bridge Street, 
Swinton, Manchester. 

DUNLOPRUFE NYLON MATERIAL, thread, eyelets, zips, buckles, straps, 
velcro, cord, everything to make your own equipment, cagoules, rucsacs, tents, 
etc., For free information write : 
Tor Sales, 5 Lyndon Grove, Runcorn, WA7 5PP. 

PRIVATE GUIDING - EUROPEAN ALPS 1976 
ALL GRADES - ANY AREA 

Eric Jones, 21 Fifth Avenue, Flint, North Wales 

.. so does the 
Cyclops .. 

First in the anatomic 
range. A wedge shaped 
backpacking, climbing 
sac giving a superior 
carry. Manufactured in 
nylon with two 
compartments and hip 
fin pockets. 

but .. turn to inside 

B6R6HJIUS 
back-cover ... 

34 Dean Street 
Newcastle upon 
Tyne NE1 1PG 

imb 

Send now for this year's programme which 
features: Mountaineering Tours: Beginners' 
and Advanced Rock, Snow and Ice Climbing 
Courses: High Level Walking Tours: Econ
omy travel arrangements for members to the 
Austrian Alps. 
Send the coupon, write or phone for a copy 
of the brochure and full details of Austrian 
Alpine Club membership. 

r-----------------. I • To: Austrian Alpine Club, Wings House, I 
I . . Bridge Road East, Welwyn Garden City, I 

Herts AL7 1JS. Tel: Welwyn Garden 24835 
I I I --------- I 
I --------- I 
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The newTENSON all-weather jacket used FISHER 
on the 1975 Everest Expedition. New light lining 
Blue, Navy or Yellow Price £38 postage SOp 
Send for one on approval. Borrowdale Road, Keswick 



CYCLOPS 

Roe and Echo 
CYCLOPS ROC 
After extensive testing we have developed the Cyclops Roe - a 
combination of the traditional large capacity single compart
ment sac and the anatomic principle of the Cyclops - giving a 
practical climbing sac which carries heavy loads with ease. A 
major departure, however, is the different sizes now available 
in order to fit a wide range of body types. Fitted with an integral 
aluminium frame, the canvas back is lined with close cell foam 
for greater comfort and top tensioners hold the sac close to 
your back. Hip fins transfer the weight of the load through the 
pelvis. A suede base gives an improved abrasion resistance, 
the top being closed by a draw cord with an extension for 
larger loads and bivvying . A nylon flap, elasticated for a tighter 
fit and closed with two straps and simplex buckles, covers the 
sac top with a zipped pocket for camera, waterproofs, maps, etc. 
Accessory patches on the sides of the sac allow pockets or skis 
to be attached. Capacity 80 litres 

CYCLOPS ECHO 
As with Cyclops and Cyclops Roe, this sac features an integral 
frame, padded back and "wrap around" fins to give the com 
fortable carrying position which has become so popular. The 
base compartment, in suede, should be filled with soft items, 
such as clothes, sleeping bag, etc. in order to achieve a close 
fit to the back, aided by tensioning straps from the top of the 
sac to the padded shoulder harness. The convenience of a 
zipped pocket on the lid together with 2 side pockets greatly 
increases the capacity of the sac and make it ideal as an 
expedition or backpacking sac. The sac lid is elasticated to 
give a weatherproof fit and an extension to the top of the sac 
allows larger loads to be carried when required. Available in 
three sizes. Capacity 77 litres 

B6R6HJIUS 
34 Dean Street Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1 PG England 

Q Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c/o 56 Sylvester Road, London N.2. 



Can Foul Weather Gear this light really be waterproof? 

Paer ~tor,,,, 
makes great looking climbers! 
FROM CLIMB ING AND 
SPORTS SHOPS EVERYWHER E. 

PETER STORM ALSO MANUFA CTURES: 
Bukflex 'No Sweat' Foul Weather Gear 
PVC on Nylon Foul Weather Gear 
Oiled Wool Sweaters 

Lightweight foul weather gear is superb to wear, but 
only if it is 100% waterproof and tough. That depends 
on " high count" nylon, carefully proofed with 

minimum of six layers of a' specially form 
polyurethane coating to fabric and seam 

Peter Storm uses his own uniquely 
polyurethane which assures you 
waterproof featherweight clot · 
anywhere . It's a Peter S 
That's why Peter S 
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