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FULL RANGE OF THERMO GARMENTS NOW AVAi LAB LE . THE THERMOJACKET (THE CLIMBERS CHOICE - 'DUVET') 
THE THERMO SWEATER - A LIGHTWEIGHT ( 1 lb 8oz) POPULAR WITH ROCK CLIMBERS, CAMPERS AND BACKPACKERS 
THE THERMOVEST - A SLEEVELESS LIGHTWEIGHT (13oz) IDEAL FOR WEARING UNDER ANORAK OR WATERPROOF 
THE GLENMORE JACKET - A SMART VERSATILE JACKET FOR MOUNTAIN, TOWN OR COUNTRY. 
ALSO THE THERMO BAG - WARM, LIGHT AND COMPACT. 
AND THE NEW 'ROARING FORTIES' BAG - THE FIBERFILL 2 EQUIVALENT 
OF THE RENOWNED 'EXPEDITION' BAG, DEVELOPED FOR USE IN SOUTH GEORGIA 
IN SOME OF THE WORLD'S WORST WET/COLD CONDITIONS. 
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Sarne peap~e 1haugh1 we were ja~~ng ! 
'Can't be true', sa id the scept ics when we introduced the Thermojacket over 18 months ago, but time has 
proved us r ight and we can hardly keep pace with demand. 

See the fu/1 range and illustrated brochures 
at your outdoor equipmen t shop 

The F iberfill f ill ing IS comparable to a good qual i ty down, but possesses important advantages of i ts own. 
Unlike down i t does not attract or absorb mo isture and i ts loft and insulat ion qual it ies are unimpa ired even 
when soaked in water. tfl 'What about bulk?' Once aga in i ts better than you th ink - sl ightly bulk ier than down but hardly enough to 
make a big difference. 
Then there is cost -· Wh i lst F iberf i ll 2 is by no means cheap it is l ikely to rema i n much more stable than 
down (which incidentally is bound to i ncrease !n price, dramat ically very soon.) 

CLOTHING & SLEEPING BAGS 
IN DACRON FIBERFILL 2 

So you see why many outdoor enthusiasts now prefer the ir Thermo garments to the trad i t ional down filled 
products. 

We stock the most modern 
clothing and equipment 
available for todays techniques 
on ice and snow climbing 

Find your gear in our 62 page 
Equipment Guide - only 15p 

Our advice however is FREE 

• 
Mountain 
Centre ltd 
34 Dean St., Newcastle 
upon Tyne . Tel. 23561 

------, 

Free 1976 
outdoor catalog 
endorsed 
by the experts. 

,-' 
f Get REl 's free outdoor catalog with over 1600 top-quality items for outdoor 

I people. You'll find gear and clothing for mountaineering, backpacking, 
cycling, camping and more' And it's all available at low REI Co-op prices. 
For a one-time $2.00 membership, you'll get all our upcoming catalogs and an I annual dividend on money you spend at Recreational Equ ipment. Last year, 
$1,900,000 was declared in dividends to our members. 

I Shop REI in Seattle and Berkeley. Use coupon below or call toll free for 
your catalog, (800) 426-0351. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

□ I want to be a MEMBER enclosed is $2.00. 

O Please send me FREE color catalog only. 

NAME ____ __________ ________ _ 

ADDRESS _ ____________________ _ 

CITY -------------~STATE.___ZIP ___ _ 

M-S·C 

Recreationa l Equiprnent Inc. 
" The Original Outdoor Co-op-Est. 1938" .. __ 

- ~0~ 2~0.~11~~2~ -
__ J 



IF ITS liUIDE BOONS YOUR AFTER, 
PIO DISPORTS 

HOLBORN·ACTON·CROYDON·BIRMINGHAM 
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Blacks Snowgoose 
••• for the chosen few • 

• Covered in Blacks 
uniquely durable, 

• Down of this quality 
gives 75% more 'loft' 
even than Blacks 
renowned Icelandic 

completely downproof 
'Ripstop' nylon 
-proofed for 
extra protect_~io~n;... _ _. • ., 

• Filled with 1.4 kg
that's three whole 
pounds-of new pure 

filling . 
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white goose down. 

Blacks sub-zero sleeping bags have earned their 
unbeatable reputation under the toughest conditions, 
being used again and again by internationally known 
explorers and climbers on some of their most 
hazardous expeditions. 

Even in this class, the Snowgoose (illustrated 
above) stands supreme for its perfectionist attention 
to every tiny detail required to ensure true comfort 
at the lowesttemperatures. Truly a king of bags, it is 
covered distinctively in royal purple. Price£85.50. 

The Snowgoose is only one of Blacks big range 
of specialist bags, each of which represents 
outstanding quality and value. 

Other Sub-Zero bags (left to right) . 
Snowdrift Karakorum Polar 

Snowdrift same construction as the Snowgoose, 
but filled with all new duck down. £57.50. 

• Overlap tube quilting 
gives best possible 
compartmentation, 
effectively prevents 
'cold spots: 

• Inner and outer are 
differentially cut to 
allow the down to fully 
loft 

Karakorum virtually two sleeping bags, one 
inside the other, nylon covered and filled with High 
Quality goose/ duck down in two separate layers. 
£56.50. 

Polar wall-quilted all cotton fabric bag, 
and filled with High Quality goose/ duck down. 
£48.00. 

Available at all good camping shops 
throughout the country. 

r=D~;-;~~;;--- •-~19"',,.,..---,--.1111 

I FULL COLOUR CATALOGUE. I Please send me my 28-page · · 

1 Camping Catalogue. M/S/Z/7 6 

I Name 

I Address 

1---- - -
1 County/Postcode 

I Please send to: Port Glasgo~ Renfrewshire, PA14 5XN I 
or Ruxley Corner; Sidcup, Kent DA14 SAQ. 

'c~~~:rby IL Blacks~I 
ofGreenock ---------
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A BUYER'S GUIDE TO ... 

LIGHT-WEIGHT WALKING BOOT: 
Soft leather uppers, leather lining and light-weight 
moulded soles. 

STANDARD WEIGHT WALKING BOOT: 
Similar to the first type but with leather through soles 
and Vibram rubber soles. 

WALKING / CLIMBING BOOT: 
This type uses a better quality upper and a stiffer sole, 

ALPINE CLIMBING BOOT: 
Medium weight boot with finest quality reversed leather 
and steel stiffened sole. 

HEAVY DUTY ALPINE BOOT: 
As above but with thicker sole better insulation and 
more leg support. 

DOUBLE ALPINE BOOT: 
Basically an alpine boot with the added warmth and 
comfort of a fitted leather inner boot. 

ROCK BOOT: 
Light-weight, smooth soled rockclimbing boot. 

Al l these models are available from: 

Example 

Scarpa 107 

Scarpa 108 

Scarpa 763 
Diadora Chardonnet 

Galibier Super R,D. 

Dolomite Major 

Galibier Makalu 

Galibier P.A. 

£15,50 Alp-Zermatt 

£18,90 Alp-Treviso 

£26,90 Alp-Bronzo 
£25,90 

£13,95 

£19,90 

£24,90 

£41 .91 Alp-Super Guide £29.45 

£46.90 Alp-Major £36.00 

£66.65 Alp-Double £49.00 

£16.28 E.B. ·s £11.95 

alpine sports 309 Brampton Road, S.W.3. 
10/12 Holborn, E.C.1. 
138 Western Road, Brighton 

01-581 2127 
01-405 7541 
0273-26874 

STAFF REQUIRED 
We require additional staff to help in the running of this famous mountaineering 
inn. Barman, Barmaid, Waitresses, Housekeeping and Cleaning, Cooking, 
Handyman, These jobs can be offered as Permanent positions or on a short term 
basis, live in with full board and lodging, 6 day week, Write or Phone Mr. Arthy 

Wastwater Hotel, Wasdale Head, 
Seascale, Cumbria Tel. Wasdale 229 

Pock s, Tents , Outer Wear, 
Hardware , Harnesses, Accessories. 

Dept . (MM), 1752 North 55th St. 
Boulder, Colorado 80301, U.S.A . 

RICK'S MOUNTAIN SHOP 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

Retail Outlet for the Odin Equipment Company. 
Specializing in Mail Order Service throughout 
Australia and New Zealand , 

Sole distributor of Chouinard Equipment. 

Stockist of Chouinard, Edelrid, Forrest, Troll , 
Leeper, lnteralp, Jumar, Mammut, Galibier, Seab, 
Point Five and other leading brands. 

Owned and managed by experienced climbers. 
Shop: 531 Milton Road, Toowong, Brisbane 
Mail order: P.O. Box 12, Toowong 4066, Queensland, 
Australia. Tel. 70.2294 or 933.771 

He's one of 
the country's 
most experienced 
suppliers of Mountain 
Clothing and Equipment. 

20 years of buying and supply
ing Camping, Climbing and 
Outdoor Equipment have 
taught us a lot - firstly that 
only the best quality merchan -

Bryan G. Stokes 

dise is good enough and this 
has to be sold at competitive 
prices - write for our price list 
and Catalogue and see what 
I mean. 

9 Charles Street, Sheffield, Yorks. Tel.: 27525 
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The newTENSON all-weather jacket used FISHER 
on the 1975 Everest Expedition. New light lining 
Blue, Navy or Yellow Price £38 postage 50p 
Send for one on approval. Borrowdale Road, Keswick 



Climb wit}i '¥HA 
Whatever clothing or equipment you need 
for your next climbing holiday, the chances 
are we have it. Top quality and economy 
lines. All at fair prices-and backed by 
as much free help and advice as you want. 
Call in or telephone for the full facts. 
or a copy of our climbing catalogue. 

C¥HA eveiyones climbing ceqJte 
London : 29 John Adam Street, WC2 Telephone 01 -839 1722 

Birmingham: 35 Cannon Street. B2 Telephone 021-643 5180 
Manchester : 36 /38 Fountain Street. M2 Telephone 061-834 7119 

~ VHA Services Ltd 

Special Offers: 
Salewa metal -shafted hammers . . . . . . . . . . £2.80 
Salewa hammer-in screw-out peg £3 .55 
Salewa crampons (straps extra) . . . . . . . . . . £11.45 
Salewa Sticht Brake 9¾ double . . . . . . . . . . £2.80 
Salewa Sticht Brake 11 ¾ single . . . . . . £2.50 
Leather Ice Axe covers . . . . . . 90p 
Hipolito 1 pint paraffin pressure stove . . . . . . . . £7.80 
GLASGOW OUTCROPS A new rock guide for the west including Meikle 
Ross, Kirkcudbright (for Redcoats south of the border) and hitherto unknown 
crags such as Craigmore. Price £1.00 plus 1 Opp. and p. 

f-1 ighrang~porfs 
99 Great Western Road, Glasgow G.4 041 .332.5533 

Novv in Liverpool 
if you find selecting the right gear 

a problem, consult: 

Don Morrison 
shops at: 

LIVERPOOL and SHEFFIELD 
343 London Road, S2 4NG 
Tel. 0742.56018 
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You bet your little cotton jacket 
you are! 

Well Ultimate Equipment can 
now offer you everything you've 
been hunting for in a windproof 
Jacket. 

We've named it appropriately 
The Falcon. 

This new jacket is strong, 
rugged and, like its namesake 
compl~tely at home in cold windy 
conditions. 

Dependable, high quality 
workmanship, together with the 
following sound design features 
make The Falcon unbeatable 
among cotton jackets. 

Made from terylene cotton fabric, 
constructed of a blended terylene cotton thread 

with full weight breathable nylon lining. 

Self repairing 
reversible medium weight 
nylon coil zipper with full 

front flap to keep out 
wind and rain. 

2 chest level 
vertically zippered 

map pockets. 

2 position snap fastened 
adjustable cuffs. 

Full-proofed 
hood, lined with cotton 

for comfort. 

P.V. coated nylon shoulder 
yoke for complete 

waterproofing 
in that area, giving 

triple layer 
across shoulders. 

2 cargo pockets 
incorporating 

2 hand warmer 
pockets. 

Ask to see The Falcon at M/M-Maq 
your nearest Ultimate \J 

dealer or write to:- , / 
Ultimate Equipment :/.:),.i 

L1m1ted. The Butts, . -., ... 

=~~~~~~b~~~~lt~ 
EOJIPMENT 

Adventure with Ultimate confidence 

alpinlSM 
Write for details to: 

I.S.M. p.o. box 25. Leysin, Switzerland. 

B9CK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
Handmade of neoprene nylon, the best iron buckles 
and copper belt rivets, hand set with our own special 
tool. Neoprene nylon does not ice up. Heat sealed 
edges provide further protection against ice build up. 
Will not stretch. No-time-limit guarantee. 
Makers of the famous Chouinard Crampon Straps. Write for free catalog. 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS - BOX 1038 
CRESCENT CITY, CALIFORNIA 95531 

G & ff "'oducts, Blackburn Road, 
Birstall, Batley, Yorkshlre 

Spring low 
Concentrated meal 
packs for Campers and 
Backpackers
remember 
concentrated food 
means less weight 
and bulk to carry. 
Meals include : 
Curries, Stews and 
Omelettes-send for 
our catalogue it 
describes no less 
than 50 packs. 

SPRINGLOW Sales Ltd 
Marsland Industrial 
Estate, Werneth, 
Oldham, lanes. 
Tel: 061-624 7904 
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to stand and rely on 
in anyplace 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Abolition of Mountain Leadership Certificate 
essential to secure new attitude 
to Mountain Training. 
The B.M .C. Management Committee is still undecided about the 
reforms that should follow the report of the Hunt Committee on 
mountain training. After a number of meetings to consider the Hunt 
proposals, policy options appear to be threefold : 
1) All links with the training side of the sport could be severed, 
leaving the M.L.T.B. and the training centres to go their own way. 
This would free the educational world from all concern with the 
traditional mores of the sport. (This option, however, has been 
provisionally rejected by the B.M.C.). 
2) The main proposals of the Hunt report could be implemented, by 
abolishing the Mountain Leadership Certificate (though retaining the 
course itself) and forging stronger links with the M.L.T.B . and the 
centres, thereby ensuring that unwelcome trends do not develop in 
the future. 
3) A renamed form of certification could be retained, and a loose 
advisory relationship established between a newly constituted 
Mountain Training Board and the existing M.L.T.B. 
The Sports Council and the educationalists have made it clear that 
though they would prefer to retain the status quo, if change is 
inevitable, the third option holds most appeal for them. In a letter 
written in a private capacity (see page 43), John Disley has issued 
a scarcely veiled warning that the M.L.T.B. might break away if the 
B.M.C. implements the Hunt proposals. As Disley is a Vice-Chairman 
of the Sports Council, it can only be assumed that this view is also 
being aired in official circles . 

Indeed, it may be that the issue is now developing into a test-case 
on the matter of B.M.C. / Sports Council relations. Does Sports 
Council finance really come 'without strings', as the B.M.C. is led to 
believe, or will the Council attempt to influence the B.M.C. on the 
educational issue? It is important that this question be resolved, if 
the B.M.C. is to maintain close links with the Sports Council in the 
future. 

Disley, along with others who oppose the Hunt reforms, also doubts 
whether climbers are really concerned about the nature of educationa l 
mountaineering. It has been suggested that the Hunt Report came in 
response to a series of trumped-up charges, and that there is in fact 
no basis of concern in the climbing world . That is not our assess
ment. Mountain has contact with a sizeable section of the climbing 
opinion and it is our impression that there is widespread concern about 
the trends in educational mountaineering. The certificates, the rules 
and regulations, the lack of spontaneity, the columns of bored-looking 
pupils humping sacks full of safety equipment have convinced many 
climbers that the educationalists have somehow lost touch with the 
real values of mountaineering. There is a feeling that what should be a 
spontaneous and enjoyable activity is being distorted into an over
organized, methodical ritual. Moreover, there is evidence that this 
rigid approach may actually give rise to the very accidents that it is 
ostensibly designed to preclude. 

Lord Hunt and his colleagues clearly came to the same conclusion, 
and they therefore drafted a report which, though complex, embodies 
all the reforms necessary to correct the situation. We believe that in 
the interests of safety, and in order to protect the character of the 
sport in the future, the B.M.C. should reject external pressures and 
move firmly to institute the main Hunt proposals. 

The kernel of the whole Hunt package is the abolition of the 
'certificate', the qualification that the educationalists claim is 
indispensable. An underlying misconception that is inherent in the 
whole process of certification is the belief that those who hold the 
qualification are somehow 'safe', while those who do not are 'unsafe'. 
This view seems to be particularly strong among the senior admini
strators in educational departments. In our opinion it is sheer folly to 
allow such a belief to grow up in a dangerous sport like mountaineering. 
If certification is abolished, the educationalists will be compelled to 
adopt a far more responsible attitude when planning their programm es 
and appointing leaders to run them. Hitherto, the certificate has 
allowed them to duck this responsibility ; in future, the answer to 
the question, "Is he qualified?", will be : " There are no qualifications 
in mountaineering, only hard-won experience" . 

So far, the B.M .C. has received ninety letters about the Hunt report, 
two-thirds of which (mostly those from educationalists) have been 
opposed to the reforms . It is essential that the views of the climbing 
world be aired. Those who feel they have something to say on the 
subject should write to their Club Secretaries, their B.M.C. Area 
Representatives and to the B.M .C. itself. Mass support is needed now 
to give the B.M .C. its mandate to institute reforms in this field. 



GREATER HIMALAYA 

Kwangde (20,320ft.) 
The first all-Nepali expedition 
abandoned its attempt on 
Karyolung and concentrated in
stead on this lower and easier 
peak. The ten-man party, which 
was led by Kumar Khadga 
Bikram Shar, included four 
climbers who had reached the 
summit of Everest. Two of 
these, Sonam Gyalzu and 
Shambu Tamang, accompanied 
by Lakpa Tshering and Sona 
Hishi, reached the summit of 
Kwangde on October 17. 
Kanjiroba (22,580ft.) 
In October, a seven-man 
Japanese team, led by Akira 
Takiguchi, made an attempt to 
reach the North Peak and the 
Main Peak via the North Face. 
The expedition was aban
doned, however, after a climber 
had been killed high on the 
face. 
Dhaulagiri 4 (25,064ft.) 
A fourteen-strong Japanese 
team, led by Kazuyuki Taka
hashi, succeeded in climbing 
this dangerous mountain by a 
route from the south. Following 
the line taken by previous 
Austrian and British expeditions, 
they finished up the West 
Ridge, to complete the second 
ascent of the mountain. During 
three successive days in 
October, eleven climbers reached 
the summit; the remaining three 
climbers, including the leader's 
wife, were only prevented from 
getting to the top when bad 
weather intervened. There 
were no fatalities - a remark
able achievement on a peak 
that has claimed so many lives. 
The leader's wife, Michiko 
Takahashi (nee Imai), originally 
gained prominence for her ' 
part in the first ascent of the 
Japanese Route on the Eiger
wand in 1969. 
Churen Himal (24,158ft.) 
A five-member Japanese group, 
led by Suemitsu Ohtsuka, made 
the second ascent of this peak 
by the original route up the 
West Ridge. The summit was 
reached on October 21, by 

THE ALPS 

Newroute 
on Eckpfeiler 
SUMMER/AUTUMN 1975 

Grand Pilier d'Angle 
Swiss climber J. Emery is re
ported to have made the second 
solo ascent of the Bonatti/Gobbi 
Route. 
Mt. Blanc: Brenva Face 
Emery also soloed the Pear 
(source: La Montagne). 

Eleven Japanese 
climb Dhaulagiri 4 
Masahiro Nagaoka and 
Purtemba. 

GARHWAL 

Nanda Devi Area 
Various Japanese teams were 
active here during the 1975 
season. 
Kiyoshi Shimizu's seven-man 
team made the first ascents of 
three peaks around the Uttari 
Rishi Glacier - P. 6992 (Rishi 
Pahar), P. c.7000 and Bamchu. 
Devistan I (22.000ft.) was 
climbed via a route from the 
Dakkhni Glacier, by a team led 
by Shogo Watanabe. 
Finally, Nanda Ghunti East 
(c. 20,200ft.) was climbed by a 
team led by Kyoji Sugimoto. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

Brammah 2 (21,276ft.) 
A ten-man Japanese expedi
tion, led by Kasaku Keira, made 
the first acent of this peak on 
September 12, by a route from 
the Brammah Glacier. 

PUNJAB 

Nanga Parbat (26,660ft.) 
A combined Austrian/German/ 
Swiss group, led by Dr. Karl 
Herrligkoffer, failed in an 
attempt to make the first ascent 
of the South-East Spur. The 
bid was abandoned about 
2,000ft. below the summit. 

KARAKORAM 

Sia Kangri (24,350ft.) 
A Swiss expedition, led by 
Dolf Reist, made the second 
ascent of this peak. The moun
tain was first climbed in 1934 
by G. 0. Dyhrenfurth's expe
dition. 
Gasherbrum 1 (26,470ft.) 
The day after Messner and 
Habeler reached the summit of 
Hidden Peak by their new 
route up the North-West Face, 
the summit was again reached 

Mt. Maudit: S.E. Face 
A Czechoslovak team, consisting 
of Ludovit Chrenka, Vladimir 
Launer, Frantisek Piacek and 
Pave Tarabek, established a very 
direct route up the face, during 
the period July 25-27. The line 
crosses the Bonatti Route low 
down and then climbs the steep 
rock buttress in the centre of the 
face. 
Col du Dru: North Face 
A new route has been opened 
up in this sinister and dangerous 
hollow. Claude Tuccinardi and 
Emmanuel Schmutz worked out 

by three members of an Aus
trian expedition. Hanns Schell, 
Herbert Zefferer and Robert 
Schauer reached the top on 
August 11, after making the 
second ascent of the Original 
(American) Route. 
Skiang Kangri (24,750ft.) 
An Austrian expedition, led by 
Ferdinand Deutschmann, was 
abandoned at around 23,000ft., 
in the face of dual catastro
phies: Deutschmann disap
peared, and Valentine Caspaar 
was injured in an avalanche 
and had to be evacuated by 
helicopter. 
Sia Chish (c. 23,000ft.) 
An Italian expedition, led by 
Gianni Battimelli, abandoned 
its plan to attempt the West 
Face of Batura, and instead 
tried a route on the South
West Face of this nearby peak. 
However, the expedition failed 
at a height of about 21,500ft., 
when time and supplies ran 
out. The mountain is reported 
to be an attractive prospect in 
a remote and appealing area. 

HINDU KUSH 

Buni Zom (21,494ft.) 
A six-man Japanese expedi
tion, led by Masao Okabe, 
reached the summit on August 
9, by a new route up the rocky 
South Face. 

Forthcoming Expeditions 
Expeditions to the following 
peaks are at present under way 
in Nepal: Everest (British 
Army), Lhotse (Japanese), 
Makalu (Spanish and Czecho
slovak), Jannu (Japanese), 
Gurja Himal (French), Dhau
lagiri 1 (Italian), Annapurna 4 
(German), Glacier Dome 
(Austrian), Lamjung Himal 
(Japanese) and Manaslu (South 
Korean). 

their line to the col during late 
October (27-30), presumably 
to minimize the risk from stone
fall. The technical climbing at 
the head of the couloir totalled 
nearly 2,000ft., almost all of 
which was very sustained free 
and artificial climbing on rock, 
though the terrain was generally 
mixed. The crux involved two 
difficult chimney pitches, graded 
6 and A2. 
Aig. Verte, Pointe Croux: 
South Face 
Elie Hanoteau (an aspirant 
guide) and Bernard Muller 

Everest bookings until 1981 
are as follows: 1976 (post
monsoon), American; 1977, 
New Zealand and South 
Korea; 1978, Austrian and a 
combined German/ Austrian/ 
French expedition; 1979, 
Yugoslavia (post-monsoon 
booking still open); 1980, 
Russia and Nepal ; 1981, 
Japanese. The most interesting 
of these ventures appear to be 
those planned for 1978. Wolf
gang Nairz, Reinhold Messner 
and others are planning a light
weight expedition that will 
probably attempt the South 
Col Route. The post-monsoon 
expedition will no doubt also 
be eventful, particularly in view 
of the potential volatility of a 
combination of groups led by 
Dr. Herrligkoffer and Pierre 
Mazeaud. 
Nepal peak fees have been 
increased: at the top of the 
scale is Everest, which has now 
gone up to 15,000 Rupees 
(approx. £620); at the lower 
end, 21,600ft. peaks cost 
around £400. 
In the Garhwal, an American 
expedition under the leadership 
of AAJ Editor, H. Adams 
Carter, has its sights set on 
Nanda Devi. Adams Carter was 
involved in the first ascent of 
this peak in 1936, so it will be 
fitting if he can master-mind 
a new route on the mountain 
some forty years later. 
The Karakoram is a great 
attraction, with many expedi
tions in the offing. A very 
strong Polish team, led by 
Janusz Kurczab and including 
a high proportion of Poland's 
leading alpinists, has as its 
objective a new route (as yet 
undecided) on K2. The party 
will not be trying the South 
Ridge, however, as that is the 
objective of a Japanese expedi
tion planned for 1977. The 
Japanese group will be led by 
another old stager - that doyen 
of Japanese mountaineering, 
lchiro Yoshizawa. 
Correspondents: Cheney, Kurc
zab, Battimelli and Tamekuni 

established a new route (grade 
D) on the South Arete. It was 
climbed in a total of eleven 
hours, during October 30/31, 
and involved 2,000ft. of in
teresting rock-climbing, pro
tected mainly by nuts. 
Breche du Triolet: 
North Face 
Nick Colton accompanied King, 
McIntyre and Smith during the 
third ascent of this route (see 
Mountain 46). 
Ski Descents in the 
French Alps 
On July 6, Anselme Baud made 
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the first ski descent of the 
South Couloir of the Col 
Armand Char/et, on Aig. Verte. 
Patrick Vallencant concentrated 
on the Dauphine this year, ski
ing down the Grave/otte 
Couloir on La Meije, and down 
the North Couloirs of Pie Sans 
Nom, Coup de Sabre and 
Col du Diab!e. 
Speed Records in the 
French Alps 
Louis Bailly-Bazin recorded the 
best time ever for an ascent of 
Mont Blanc: he left Chamonix 
at midnight and returned in 
eight hours and ten minutes, 
knocking thirty-eight minutes 
off the previous best time, 
which had stood since 1968. 
On the Aig. Verte, Robert Chere 
climbed the Cordier Couloir in 
1 ½ hours from the Col du 
Grandes Montets. Two days 
later he was back to make a 
3½ hour ascent of the gendar
med North Ridge. Chere also 
climbed the Gervasutti Couloir 
on Mt. Blanc du Tacu/ in fifty
five minutes. 
Eiger: North Face 
Previously unreported was Terry 
King's and Gordon Smith's 
ascent of the 1938 Route. 
Piz Gemelli: N.E. Face 
(Bregaglia) Czechoslovaks 
Marian Marek, Peter Mizicko 
and Miroslav Ondras made a 
new route here between July 31 
and August 2 (grade 6 inf., A2). 
The climbing involved a mix
ture of sustained free and aid 
pitches, and two bolts were 
placed. The route takes a direct 
line above the face overlooking 
the Bonda Glacier, and finishes 
on the East Ridge, just below 
Gemelli's highest summit. 
Piz Badile: East Face 
(Bregaglia) A new route has 
been established between the 
Corti/Battaglia and the lsher
wood/Kosterlitz routes. It was 
climbed at the same time as the 
Piz Gemelli Route, by Igor Koller 
and Andrej Beliza. The route 
was graded 5 sup., A 1. 
Punta Trubinasca: 
South Face 
A new 1,500ft. route (grade 5 
sup.) was established here on 
August 9, by Egidio Redaelli, 
Luca Chessa and Bruno de 
Angeli. 
Monte Pel mo: North Face 
Leading Italian solo climber 
Mario Zandonella fell and was 
killed while soloing the Messner 
Route, on July 27. 
Torre Venezia: S. E. Face 
(Civetta Group) Tiziano Nardella 
and Gianluigi Quarti established 
a magnificent new route up 
the South-East Arete, to the 
left of the Redaelli Route. The 
climb was made during four 
days in July and, although 
details are lacking, it was 
clearly a very difficult under
taking. 
Cima Tosa: S.E. Spur 
(Brenta Group) Franco Gadotti 
and Guiseppe Hoffer made a 
new, 1,700ft., grade 5 sup. 
route here on September 7. 
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Earlier, on the East Face, a new 
grade 4 route was soloed by 
Cesare Maestri. 
Cima Falckner: West Face 
(Brenta Group) On July 31, 
Marcello Andreolli, Jacques 
Casiraghi, Ugo Lorenzi and 
Guiseppe Villa made a new 
grade 5 sup. route on this face. 

WINTER 1975/76 

Le Rateau: North Face 
(Dauphine) The first winter 
ascent of the face was made 
by P. Chevalier and J. Samet, 
between December 27 and 30. 
The pair took the Fourastier/ 
Madie, Route. 
Pie Sans Nom: North Face 
(Dauphine) Louis Audoubert, 
Marc Galy, Thierry Leroy and 
J. Jacques Ricouard made the 
first winter ascent of the classic 
Georges/ Russenberger Route, 
over four days in January, 
finding the climb to be of great 
difficulty. A month later, Pierre 
Behgin made the first solo 
ascent of the Direct Route 
(four bivouacs). 
Meije 
(Dauphine) Michel Baumgart
ner and Bernard Muller made 
the first winter ascent of the 
North Face of the Arete, during 
January 18-19. 
Grande Casse: North Face 
(Graian Alps) M. Michel Deville 
Due made the first winter solo 
ascent of the Couloir des 
Italians, on January 2. 
Dome de Maige: North Face 
Pierre Dural, Pascal Chapelland 
and Guy Bessat made the first 
winter ascent of the Denis 
Route, over two days in mid
January. 
Aig. de Tricot: North Face 
This minor facet of the Aig. de 
Bionassay received its first 
winter ascent on December 23, 
by Jacques Menegoz and Jean 
Francois Tripard. 
Mt. Blanc: Brouillard Ridge 
The first winter ascent was made 
during January 14-15, by 
Bernard Dufour, Gaby Dufour 
and Jean Clemencon. 
Mt. Blanc: Friney Face 
G. Decorps, G. Gaby and R. 
Mizrahi made the first winter 
ascent of the South Pillar in 
January. 
Japanese climbers were also 
active here during the winter. 
Hisayoshi Matsumura and 
Makoto Toshioka made an ascent 
of the Central Pillar, between 
January 13 and 23. Meanwhile 
another party, consisting of 
Hiroshi lsuda, Tamiko Hakuno 
and Katsumi Myake, made the 
first winter ascent of the nearby 
Bonatti/ Zapelli Route (just left of 
the Peuterey Ridge), starting on 
the 18th of January and finishing 
on the 23rd. 
Grand Pilier d'Angle 
There has been a spate of not
able climbs here during the 
season. Robert Chere and 
Daniel Monaci made the first 
winter ascent of the Bonatti/ 
Zapelli Route over three days in 
December, finishing, no doubt 

in festive mood, on Christmas 
Day. Conditions were hard, but 
the route was considered easier 
than the North Face of Les 
Droites, though the total 
itinerary is rather more serious. 
The new Bouchard Route 
received its first winter (and 
second overall) ascent in early 
March, from Bernard Muller and 
Rene Ghilici. Considerable ice 
difficulty was encountered, and 
two bivouacs were made. 
Six Czechoslovak climbers, P. 
Traber, L. Cherenka, P. Miziero, 
M. Suec, F. Piarek and V. Launer, 
established a major new route 
on the North-East Face in early 
March. The line starts between 
the Bonatti/Gobbi and Cec
chinel/Nomine routes, joining 
the former at half-height. It then 
works across to the left, on to 
the monolithic red cliff that is the 
main feature of this face. From 
here, it climbs directly up the 
face, parallel to the Bonatti/ 
Gobbi, which is rejoined just 
below the summit. The climbers 
were so exhausted after com
pleting the route that they had to 
be lifted off the Peuterey Ridge 
by helicopter. The climb took 
six days; the crux was the Red 
Cliff section, which involved 
some very technical climbing, 
mainly done on nuts. 
Mt. Blanc: Brenva Face 
On separate forays in February 
and March, Mitsuru Nagasaki 
made the first winter solo ascents 
of both the Route Major and the 
Pear. 
The Route Major was also 
climbed on March 1, by B. Fuzy, 
J. Just and I. Vozarik. 
Mt. Maudit: S.W. Face 
The first winter ascent of the 
Italian Route was made during 
December 22-24, by Denis 
Ducroz, J. Paul Balmat, Jacques 
Jenny and Maurice Dandelot. 
Aigs. du Diable 
Bernard Macho made the first 
winter ascent (solo) of the Pte. 
Chaubert Cou!oir to the Col du 
Diab/e. 
Mt. Blanc du Tacul: 
N.E. Face 
The first winter ascent of the 
Pitier du Diable was made on 
December 27 and 28, by Stefans 
Araginna, Gianni Comino and 
Alessandro Nebiolo. 
The first winter repeat of the 
Gabarrou/Albigoni Route was 
made by Richard Thomas and 
Alfred Wilkinson. 
Aig. du Plan: West Face 
Patrick Gabarrou and Jean 
Marie Piccard-Deyme estab
lished a magnificent new direct 
route on this face between 
December 9 and 13 (which 
strictly puts it outside the true 
winter period). The climb 
follows a steep couloir that 
falls directly from the summit, 
and the climbers had to contend 
with considerable difficulties 
on mixed rock and ice. 
Aig. du Plan: North Face 
Daniel Monaci made the first 
winter solo ascent of the face, 
starting on the left by the 

Blatiere hanging glacier, and 
joining the classic route above 
the initial rognon. 
Grand Charmoz: West Face 
Masaru Suzuki and Toru 
Nakano made the first winter 
ascent of the "beautiful" 
Cordier Route, over three days 
in late February. 
Petit Dru: West Face 
Two ascents were made of the 
Hemming/Robbins Route this 
winter. Bernard Bruyere and 
Claude Jager climbed the route 
to its junction with the North 
Face, where bad weather 
forced them to descend back 
down the face by abseil. Later, 
Czechoslovak climbers A. Belica 
and Igor Koller also climbed the 
route (February 28 - March 5). 
The first winter ascent of the 
very difficult Robbins/Harlin 
Route was made by a Polish 
team consisting of Piotr 
Malinowski, Marian Piekutow
ski, Zbignieu Wach and Jean 
Wolf. The climb was done be
tween February 25 and March 5, 
during a period of settled 
weather; an earlier attempt was 
stopped by poor weather on 
February 18. The climbers spent 
nine days on the face, using a 
tented camp which they estab
lished at three successive sites 
as the route progressed. (The 
tents were apparently of the 
hard-bottomed, single suspen
sion type, similar to those already 
used in America). The route 
was said to have lived up to its 
reputation as a taxing aid climb. 
Petit and Grand Dru: 
North Face 
The Polish Route on the Petit 
Dru was climbed for the first 
time in winter by Czechoslovak 
climbers Z. Druk and J. Stejskal. 
The pair spent eight nights on 
the face, finishing the climb on 
March 5, in time to meet their 
compatriots and the Polish 
team who were completing 
routes on the West Face. 
A new route was established 
on the North-East Face of the 
Grand Dru, by Walter Cecchinel 
and Daniel Stolzenberg, during 
January 8-11. The climbers 
started by taking the now 
classic North-East Couloir to 
the Fissure Nomine. They then 
continued directly upwards, via 
a series of difficult diedres, and 
eventually joined the East 
Arete about 500ft. below the 
summit. The last part of the 
climb and the traverse of the 
Grand Dru to the descent 
were undertaken in extremely 
bad weather conditions. The 
route itself, which involved 
over 100 piton placements, was 
graded ED and is said to be 
very exposed to stonefall. 
Grand Dru: South Face 
Christian Bougnaud, Francis 
Diafra and Michel Poencet 
made the first winter ascent of 
the Bastien/Contamine Route 
in early January. Despite good 
conditions, the route was found 
to be very difficult; two 
bivouacs were made. 



Aig. Sans Nom: North Face 
James Bolton and Dave Robin
son made the first winter ascent 
of the new Boivin/ Va/lencant 
Route, the very difficult direct 
line up the North Face. They 
climbed the route in late 
December, with five bivouacs . 
Aig. Verte: Nant Blanc Face 
Ascents of this face were made 
in late December and early 
January, by Richard Beaumont 
and Pierre Combet, and Toru 
Nakano and Masao Hayano, 
respectively. In mid-January, 
Jean Dupraz and Bernard 
Macho made a direct and 
harder ascent of the face by 
the route to the Pointe Croux 
(two bivouacs). 
Grande Rocheuse: 
North Face 
Jean Afanassief and Rene 
Guilini made what is thought 
to be the second ascent of the 
esoteric Fynn/ Goudet Couloir, 
first climbed in 1895. Afanas
sief and Guilini climbed the 
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route over two days at the end 
of December, adding a final 
rocky spur to make a direct line 
to the summit. 
Les Droites: North Face 
Jean Marie Maire, J. Claude 
Normand, Michel Purmentier and 
Michel Roland made the first 
winter (and second overall) 
ascent of the new Boivin/ 
Gabarrou Route (see Mountain 
46) . The climbers encountered 
extreme difficulties and very 
cold conditions. 
Later in the season, Bernard 
Macho, the noted French soloist, 
fell to his death while attempting 
to solo the nearby Cornuau/ 
Davai!le Route. 
The North-East Spur also had 
and ascent during the season 
from Raymond Acier, Remi 
Lambert, Patrick Ponges and 
Patrick Puysegur. 
Finally, further left, the Oblique 
Couloir to the Col des Droites 
was ascended for the first time 
in winter by Michel Piola and 

Bernard Weitlisbacher. The 
pair made rapid work of the 
climb on December 28; despite 
the short daylight period, they 
were able to traverse Les 
Courtes and descend its North
East Face to regain the 
Argentiere Hut on the same day. 
Les Courtes: North Face 
In late February, Jacques 
Forque soloed the Central Spur. 
Breche du Triolet: 
North Face 
Thierry Leroy and Dominique 
Marquis made the first winter 
ascent of the North Couloir in 
late December (one bivouac) . 
Pointe du Domino: 
North Face 
Mick Geddes and Brian Hall 
made the first winter ascent of 
the Charlet/Rebuffat Route on 
the North-North- West Arete, 
between December 22 and 24. 
Le Minaret: South Face 
The South-East Spur of this 
satellite peak of the Aig. 
d'Argentiere received its first 

winter ascent in eight hours on 
December 28. The climbers were 
Alexandre Muller and Bernard 
Weitlisbach. 
Stockhorn/ Bietschorn: 
S.E. Ridge 
During December 25-28, 
Ulrich Kampfer, Paul Marti and 
Franz Emmenegger traversed 
the Stockham and climbed the 
Beitschorn by its hard South
East Ridge. They then descen
ded by the West Ridge, to 
complete a very remote and 
serious expedition . 
Fletschorn: North Face 
Previously unreported was the 
first winter ascent of this face by 
Achille and Luigi Montani, and 
Alberto Palecari . The climb was 
made on January 4, 1975; six 
hours were spent on the route, 
after a bivouac below the face. 
Correspondents: Contamine, 
Rouse and Chuck 

Bragg,Donini and Wilson 
Paine Group 
A four-man team, consisting of 
Dave Nicol, George Homer, 
Keith Nannery and Jeff 
Morgan, made an unsuccessful 
attempt to climb the spectacular 
virgin spire of the Mummer (c. 
7,000ft.), during November and 
December. The aim was to make 
a continuous alpine-style 
ascent, without establishing 
fixed ropes. They followed a 

climb Torre Egger 
Fitzroy Group 
Torre Egger was attempted by 
both American and New Zea
land expeditions this season. 
The New Zealand party, which 
consisted of Peate Gough 
(leader), Bill Denz, Phil Herron, 
John Stanton, Mike Franklin, 
Murray Judge, Daryll Thomp
son, Hugh Logan and Tim 
Whethey, attempted the route 
on the North-East Face that 
was tried by the Anglo-Ameri 
can expedition in 1974 (see 
photo in Mountain 38) . They 
fixed ropes to the hanging 
glacier at about one-third 
height, but were prevented from 
making any further progress by 
the prolonged bad weather in 
January. Nevertheless, several 
attempts were made to advance 
during this period, and it was 
one such attempt that occa
sioned the fatal accident that 
brought about the final aban
donment of the expedition . 
Herron and Whethey, descend
ing unroped down the glacier 
at the foot of the peak, both 
fell into a crevasse. Whethey 
was able to extricate himself 
immediately, but Herron fell 
180ft. and became hopelessly 
stuck where the crevasse nar
rowed . Whethey descended on 
a rope and tried for four hours 
to free his companion. They 
could just about reach each 
other, and Whethey tried to pull 
Herron clear with a hero loop 
round his wrist. He also tried 
other methods, but all to no 
avail. He was eventually forced 
to leave Herron, in order to 

summon help. When a larger 
rescue party arrived the follow
ing day, Herron (probably dead) 
had slipped out of reach; he 
was tightly wedged and beyond 
further help. Following the 
tragedy, the New Zealanders 
decided to abandon their 
attempt. 
The American expedition, con
sisting of Jim Donini, John 
Bragg and Jay Wilson, was 
meanwhile attempting to repeat 
the Maestri/Egger Route to the 
Col of Conquest, hoping then 
to gain the summit of Torre 
Egger via a route up the steep 
South-East Face. After being 
held up by the weeks of storm, 
they began to make progress 
in mid-February. Greatly assi
sted by extra equipment 
donated by the New Zea
landers, they succeeded in 
pushing their line of fixed ropes 
up to the col. They established 
a camp in a Whillans Box on 
an ice-shelf just below the col, 
and spent the next five days 
working on the walls above. 
Eventually they managed to 
push a thirteen-pitch route up 
rock (5 .9 and A4) and steep 
ice (70°) encrustations, to 
make the first ascent of Torre 
Egger on February 22. During 
their descent, they managed to 
clean the whole route of fixed 
ropes, etc., except for the 
bottom 900ft. Bad weather 
intervened here, and the clim
bers were forced to make a 
rapid escape. 
In February, a ten-strong 

Italian expedition, led by Casi
miro Ferrari (who climbed 
Cerro Torre in 1974) , success
fully completed the East Pillar 
Route on Fitzroy (the route was 
almost entirely climbed by the 
Swiss in 1974) . The party had 
originally intended to work a 
new line up the face, but they 
were soon forced to follow the 
Swiss ropes. After a miserable 
bivouac some 300ft. below the 
summit, Ferrari and a com
panion completed the route in 
stormy weather. 

line up the South-West Face, 
on the steep cliffs above the 
Mummer/2nd Cuernos Couloir. 
Three attempts were made, the 
last reaching a height of 1,800ft. 
above the start of the climb . 
As far as it went, the route in
volved predominantly straight
forward aid-climbing, with one 
pitch of A4. 
Correspondents: Donini, Bragg, 
Denz and Nicol 

Below: Cerro Torre, Torre Egger and Cerro Stanhardt, with the new 
American Route marked (broken line) Photo: Pete Crew 
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PEOPLE 
Polish Women Climbers -
an emerging force 
The emergence of Polish ladies 
among the ranks of world -class 
mountaineers is fairly recent. 
The efforts of two women, 
Halina Kruger-Syrokomska (38 ) 
and Wanda Rutkiewicz (32) 
have been largely responsible 
for putting them there. 
When these two initially 
teamed up and went to the Alps 
together, it was the first time 
that two Polish women had 
climbed major routes without 
men. Having made many fine 
first female ascents in the Tatras 
and Alps, they then went to 
Norway and, in 1969, claimed 
the first female ascent of Trol
lryggen East Pillar. 
In 1973, Halina, a journalist, had 
trouble in her job and was dis 
missed. Moreover, her passport 
was confiscated, so that she 
missed Polish expeditions to 
Noshaq and the Pamirs. She also 
missed an Alpine season with 
Wanda, who teamed up with 
two other women to make the 
second ascent (and first female 
ascent) of the Messner/ 
Maschke/ Hiebeler Route on the 
North Face of the Eiger. 
Last summer, Wanda led the 
successful Polish Karakoram 
expedition, which, besides mak 
ing the first ascent of Gasher 
brum 3, also put eight people 
on the summit of Gasherbrum 2. 
Wanda herself, with Alison 
Chadwick - Onyszkiewicz, was 
in the Gasherbrum 3 summit 
party, while Halina, with Anna 
Okopinska , cl imbed Gasher
brum 2 - the first all -female 
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ascent of an 8,000m. peak. 
The Gasherbrum 3 attempt was 
originally planned as a ' Ladies
Only ' expedition, to mark Inter 
national Women's Year ; it was 
hoped that the group would be 
joined by a party of American 
girls under Arlene Blum, but 
this part of the plan fell 
through . Begum Nusrat Bhutto, 
wife of the Pakistan Premier, 
took a personal interest in the 
venture and acted as the expe 
dition's Honorary Patron. A 
separate Polish men's expedi 
tion hoped to climb Gasher
brum 2, but when permission 
was not forthcoming they 
joined the ladies as a support 
group, with the women's leader, 
Wanda Rutkiewicz, remaining 
in overall charge. French moun
taineers were already on 
Gasherbrum 2, but, when they 
withdrew, the liaison officer 
gave clearance for the Poles to 
attempt this peak also . 
When Wanda reached the sum
mit of Gasherbrum 3, it was 
the fourth time that she had 
climbed a mountain over 
7,000m . (she had previously 
reached the summits of Pik 
Lenin, Pik Korzenievska and 
Noshaq). Wanda, a divorcee 
currently working towards her 
doctorate at Warsaw's Institute 
of Mathematical Machines, has 
been devoted to climbing since 
1962. The Polish Ministry of 
Sport has awarded her three 
separate medals for outstanding 
sporting achievements. Halina, 
married with a four-year-old 
daughter, is an art historian 
and journalist and works as an 

Halina Kruger and Anna Okopinska - the 8,000 metre rope 
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editor in a Warsaw Publishing 
House ; she has been climbing 
for sixteen years. Anna Okopin 
ska, her partner on Gasherbrum 
2, is twenty -seven, unmarried, 
a nuclear physicist with the 
Institute of Atomic Research 
near Warsaw ; she has been 
climbing for nine years, and in 
1972 became the first Polish 
woman to climb Pik Com
munism . During a Polish winter 
expedition to Lhotse, in 1974, 
she reached a height of over 
7,000m . 
Another member of the Kara
koram expedition was Alison 
Chadwick, from Cornwall, now 
married to Janusz Onyskiewicz, 
the deputy leader of the expedi
tion . Alison, a thirty-three 
year-old artist, began climbing 
in Britain in 1963. As a lecturer 
at Exeter Art College, and 
partnering Pete Biven, she 
made many fine ascents in the 
West Country. She met her 
husband (and his first wife, 
later killed in a caving accident) 
whilst working in Poland ; in 
1972 she was invited to join a 
Warsaw expedition to the 
Hindu Kush, where she climbed 
Noshaq and Asp e Safed. She 
and Janusz now live in Warsaw. 
Altogether there were ten 
women on the Gasherbrum 
expedition, although one of 
them, Sylvia Kysilkova, the only 
Czechoslovak in the party, had 
to drop out during the early 
stages, due to illness. This was 
a great disappointment for her, 
as she is one of the most ex
perienced female climbers in 
Eastern Europe, having climbed 
routes such as the Matterhorn 
North Face and the Solleder 
Route on the Civetta. She has 
also taken part in an attempt 
to climb the Eigerwand in 
winter, reaching the Second 
lcefield before bad weather 
intervened. 
Youngest member of the party 
was Krystyna Palmowska (26), 
a strong rock climber with 
many hard routes in the Tatras 
to her credit. Also on the ex
pedition was Krystyna 's regular 
climbing partner for the past 
five years, Anna Czerwinska 
(27), a pharmacist. Krystyna 
was put in charge of looking 
after the expedition's liaison 
officer, Captain Saeed Ahmed, 
and they got on surprisingly well , 
making a fine climbing team . 
Together, they reached 25,000ft. 
on Gasherbrum 2, but at this 
point Ahmed became ill and was 
forced to withdraw 

Wanda Rutkiewicz -·, 
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British Mountaineering 
Conference 1976 
Measured against the first 
National Conference at Buxton 
two years ago, when climbers 
inspired by the Messianic fer
vour of Cook and Campbell 
called loudly for action, this 
year's affair was purely a specta
tor event. Though the ingre- · 
dients were much the same, 
and the response good (all 700 
tickets were sold ahead of 
time, and many more climbers 
were turned away at the door), 
the audience remained for the 
most part disappointingly mute, 
and no questions were raised 
from the floor. 
Pete Livesey was opening 
speaker, and he certainly set 
things off in fine style. Arriving 
in a flurry of chalk, he sketched 
today's Hard Rock scene, 
showing, with the aid of slides, 
a selection of contemporary 
hard men en route from British 
crags to Limitsville (Yosemite) . 
It had been hoped that Chris 
Bonington would then talk 
about the pros and cons of the 
Big Expedition, which would 
have contrasted well with 
Tilman on small ones. But 
Bonington, obviously sensitive 
about having been typecast as 
a Big Man, stuck to a theme of 
expeditioning generally, and 
suggested that for the future 
perhaps the 'Capsule Ascent' 
would be the solution to many 
Himalayan problems. Capsule? 
This, he says, is an expedition 
that starts off as a Big One, but, 
after the initial carries and the 
setting up of lower camps, 
turns into a Small One, with 
the climbing party moving to
gether rather than being strung 
out between camps. 
It was 78-year-young Bill 
Tilman who turned out to be 
the Star of the Show, and his 
delightfully anecdotal account 
of a lifetime's devotion to 
mountains and adventure 
evoked a warm response that 
was not pure nostalgia. Tilman 
obviously enjoys the apocryphal 
legends that have grown up 
around his and Shipton's light
weight achievements, and he 

Tilman - golden oldie 

reasserted that if the logistics of 
a Himalayan trip could not be 
worked out on the back of an 
old envelope, things were get
ting out of hand and the whole 
thing was threatening to turn 
into an Expedition. "Get back to 
real climbing," he urged, ··no 
need for frills such as sponsors, 
expedition notepaper, com
puterized menus and all that 
oxygen nonsense!" 
Many of Ti Ima n's tenets were 
echoed by Austrian moun
taineer Peter Habeler (33), in 
his evening lecture. Briefly 
mentioning earlier two-man 
ascents he had made with 
Reinhold Messner (Yerupaja, 
Eiger, Matterhorn), he told how 
they applied their ultra-light
weight, alpine techniques to the 
8,000m. Hidden Peak. In his 
careful, un-cliched English, 
Habeler rejected the title that 
had been suggested for his talk 
- 'The Edge of the Possible'; 
Hidden Peak is not even the 
near edge of possibility, he 
said, for there are plenty of 
possibilities left for the moun
taineer, and many more peaks 
that lend themselves to such a 
streamlined attack. 
Whilst one might wonder why 
the audience had so little to 
say in the lecture room itself, it 
was obvious that the real value 
of a gathering such as this was 
the opportunity it gave climbers 
to talk amongst themselves . It 
was around the bar and in the 
exhibition areas that the real 
conferring was done, and it 
was there that the B.M.C., and 
others with a mind to, could 
read the feedback. .6. 

BISHOP'S ULTIMATE OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT 
(Superb workmanship) 

ULTIMATE: Expedition tent, external frame, 2-3 person, wt; 10 lb,, 
$277.50. 

Options Available. 
PACK LITE II: Versatile, A-frame tent, 2-3 person, 6 way set up, wt; 8 lb 

$157.00 
NET TENT: Insect proof, I-poles, w/rain fly, 2 person, wt; 4 lb., $69.00. 

For brochure, send 251 continental, $1.00 overseas to: 
Appalachian Outfitters Box 4-M Oakton, Virginia 22124 

Photos: Terrv Tullis 

Conferring at the Bar - Bonington buttonholed (above); Nat Allen 
shares joke with Fred Harper (below left) 

Sports Council's Brook -
setting the record straight 

Hidden Peak's Habeler - nowhere 
near the edge of the possible ! 

PLAS Y BRENIN NATIONAL MOUNTAINEERING CENTRE 

ALPINE COURSE-CHAMONIX 
21 August - 11 September 

Cost: £122 inclusive of food, instruction and transport from 
Plas y Brenin to Chamonix and return. 

For details and application form wflte to:- Director, Bill March, 
Plas y Brenin, Capel Curig, Nr . Betws-y-Coed, Gwynedd, N. Wales. 
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The Karakoram Range has everything for the 
ambitious climber: high mountains, virgin summits, appealing 

granite spires, elegant snow and ice problems, reasonable weather and 
limitless potential. Only the current atrocious transportation problems 

mar this glowing picture. Now that the middle stage of exploration has been reached 
on the accessible peaks of Nepal, the latter part of the decade will probably see 

greater attention being paid to the Karakoram. K2, in particular, with its magnificent unclimbed 
ridges and faces, seems likely to prove a powerful lure to climbers over the next few years. 

In this special feature, we have drawn together much interesting though loosely related material that 
has resulted from the renewed activity that has occurred since the Karakoram again became 

accessible in 1974. Galen Rowell reports on the problems that can accompany a big expedition, 
Malcolm Howells casts a searching eye over the tempting possibilities in the Biafo area, 

and the Dyhrenfurths recount the tale of the famous ascent of Gasherbrum 4 - perhaps the 
hardest climb so far completed in the range. These articles are supplemented by 

a series of picture-stories, maps and panoramas, and it is hoped that the whole feature 
will add up to a useful preface to what looks like being an exciting new 

chapter in mountaineering history. 

BALTORO ODYSSEY 
I awoke as the sun rose on the finest 
mountain scene on earth. I was at the centre 
of a mountain shrine, surrounded by wild 
peaks on a scale beyond the power of my 
dreams. Comparing other alpine scenes 
with Concordia is as futile as trying to 
compare a single painting to the entire 
Louvre collection. The greatest cluster of 
high peaks in the world encircles Concordia, 
where the 36-mile-long Baltoro Glacier 
merges with the Godwin Austen Glacier, 
which descends from the flanks of K2 
(28,250ft). 

In the giant Concordia sanctuary, 
several glaciers seem to pause before join
ing into a single stream for a plunge down 
a granite canyon that makes Yosemite seem 
like a city park. 

Above the apparent stillness of Con
cordia, there is a feeling of motion. Photo
graphs hide this as surely as a statue hides 
the gleam in a hero's eyes : no series of 
photographs can ever capture the interplay 
of movement at Concordia. Glaciers grind 
slowly while ice blocks tumble down gullies. 
Cirrus clouds migrate across the sky while 
a random cloud builds in a hidden valley, 
suddenly putting miles of distance between 
a summit and a ridge that previously 
appeared connected. The whole scene is 
orchestrated by the ever changing light, 
for the eye sees light, not mountains, and 
light makes mountains come alive. , 

The infinite beauty of Concordia is 
unfortunately marred by the political 
realities of getting there. A thousand miles 
from Everest, Concordia lies in the heart 
of the Karakoram Range in Pakistan
controlled Kashmir. Most people who have 
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by Galen Rowell 
recently been in India, Nepal , and Paki
stan agree that Pakistan red tape is the 
stickiest. Like the decreasing speed of 
traffic in a growing city, modern technology 
in Pakistan has somehow slowed both the 
pace of travel and the rate at which paper 
moves through the bureaucracy, if it moves 
at all. Officials seem about as competent 
in their jobs as a six-year-old in the control 
tower of an international airport. However, 
there is a positive side to this bumbling 
incompetence. 

More people visited the Himalayas 
during the past decade than in the whole 
of the preceding century. Much of the 
wonder and mystery disappeared. Before 
1965, Everest expeditions walked through 
wild country and villages that few foreign 
eyes had seen. In only a decade, the trek 
to Everest Base Camp had become a trade 
route for tourism. The lives of villagers 
began to revolve around the multitudes 
of foreign visitors who changed the native 
economy, social life, and even the face of 
the land. At first glance the scene does not 
appear much different than before, but 
it is as dissimilar as the sightings of a wolf 
and a domestic dog. 

The Baltoro and Biafo regions of the 
Karakoram missed this onslaught. Expedi
tions were not allowed in the area for more 
than a decade because of the close prox
imity to China. Through no intent or fore
thought - indeed, possibly because of the 
lack of it - the Pakistan government held 
this region back in time, saving it from the 
clashes with modern culture that were 
rapidly altering other high mountain areas 
of the world. 

In 1974 Pakistan opened the Karakoram 
floodgates, but major expeditions didn't 
pour into the Baltoro and Biafo regions. 
It was a year of moderate accomplishment 
because the opening came too late for the 
fielding of major expeditions. One Japanese 
party succeeded on K12 (24,503ft), in a 
different region of the Karakoram, but the 
two summit climbers never returned: they 
made their last radio transmission hanging 
from an ice piton, after one of them had 
fallen. Rescuers were unable to find any 
trace of them. Most expeditions to major 
peaks are planned at least a year in ad
vance. In more simple times a man like 
Eric Shipton could organize a Himalayan 
journey "on the back of an envelope in 
half an hour". Today, even a small party 
has to apply a year in advance. 

The flood hit in 1975. Nineteen expedi
tions were given permission to travel the 
narrow Braldu valley that leads to both the 
Baltoro and Biafo glaciers. Years of 
mountaineering advances in other parts 
of the world were destined to hit the Baltoro 
in a single season. Austrians, Polish, Ameri
cans, French, Italians, British, Swiss and 
Japanese all headed for the Karakoram. 
The roster was a veritable Who's Who of 
world mountaineering, including people 
who had walked the summits of peaks such 
as Everest, Cerro Torre, Kanchenjunga, 
Nanda Devi, Mustagh Tower, Fitzroy, 
Manaslu, Makalu and Nanga Parbat. 
Their goals were somewhat different from 
those of Karakoram expeditions a decade 
before. The Polish were attempting Gasher
brum 3, the highest unclimbed peak in 
the world, with an expedition composed of 



Unclimbed Karakoram Peaks 
25,610ft Masherbrum West 
25,540ft Batura Mustagh 1 
25,500ft Gasherbrum 2 East 
25,361ft Batura Mustagh 2 
25,280ft K 35 
24,935ft Broad Peak North 
24,750ft Skiang (Skyang) Kangri 
24,690ft Mamostrong Kangri 
24,650ft Saser Kangri 2 (K 24) 
24,590ft Saser Kangri 3 (K 23) 
24,580ft Pumarikish (Kanjut 2) 
24,330ft Saser Kangri 4 (Cloud Peak) 
24,300ft Teram Kangri 2 
24,230ft Remo 1 
24,218ft Teram Kangri 3 
24,212ft Sherpa Kangri West 
24,019ft Gasherbrum 5 
24,009ft Boiohagur Duanasir 
23,960ft Sherpi Kangri 
23,900ft The Ogre 
23,834ft The Crown 
23,770ft Asparasas 1 
23,750ft Asparasas 2 
23,720ft Remo2 
23,720ft Asparasas 3 
23,622ft Lupghan Sar 
23,520ft Remo 3 
23,478ft Savoia 1 
23,440ft Latok 1 
23,327ft Savoia 2 
23,320ft Latok 2 
23,304ft Savoia 3 
23,294ft Mazero Peak 
23,266ft Changtok 1 
23,113ft Changtok 2 
23,040ft Spantik 
23,000ft Hachinder Kish 
22,976ft Gasherbrum 6 
22,834ft Pt. 6960 (Latok) 
22,790ft Latok 3 
22,790ft Singhi Kangri 2 
22,747ft K7 
22,740ft Broad Peak 3 

Peaks climbed in 1974 and 1975 
(all first ascents) 

26,247ft Broad Peak Central Polish 
26,090ft Gasherbrum 3 Polish 
25,148ft Chogolisa South West Austrian 
24,503ft K12 Japanese 
24,490ft Teram Kangri Japanese 
23,435ft Kampire Dior Japanese 
23,390ft Malubiting Central Japanese 
22,922ft Liara Japanese 
22,712ft Purian Sar Japanese 

the following new routes were achieved: 

26,470ft Gasherbrum I Austro/ 
(North-West Face) Italian 

26,360ft Gasherbrum 2 
(South Spur) 
(North East Face) 

French 
Polish 

Left: Two views of Paiju Peak (21,500ft.), which 
defeated American and French expeditions in 
1974 and 1975. This year the mountain is being 
attempted by Pakistani and British expeditions. 
Photos: Galen Rowell and Dave Nicol 
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ten female and seven male climbers. Rein
hold Messner and Peter Habeler were 
attempting the unclimbed North Face of 
Hidden Peak, with a two-man alpine-style 
expedition. The British and the Italians 
were trying the previously unattempted 
rock towers near the lower Baltoro glacier. 
I was part of an American expedition to 
K2, led by Jim Whittaker, that attempted a 
difficult ridge with a typical Everest-style 
expedition transported by 600 porters. All 
these expeditions were running their effi
cient modern machines through the ancient, 
hand-made gears of the native culture. 

Problems with porters 
Upon arrival in Pakistan our expedition 

had to wait twelve days for a daily sched
uled flight to Skardu. We discovered the 
bitter truth behind the joke that 'PIA' 
(Pakistan International Airlines) stands 
for 'Perhaps I Arrive' or 'Please Inform 
Allah'. Due to strikes, only 57 of our 600 
porters actually made it to Base Camp. 
In the final stages, the porters shuttled 
loads once a day for nearly a week in order 
to move our expedition a distance we could 
walk in a couple of hours. The 110-mile 
approach from Skardu took us more than 
a month. 

The daily porter strikes revolved around 
demands for money and free equipment. 
Although the government set up new 
regulations in 1975, more than doubling 
the rate of payment to 40 rupees per day 
for a porter carrying his own food, we 
were extorted into paying 85 rupees per 
day in order to keep just 57 porters for the 
final stage. People not familiar with Asian 
economies tend to blame other expeditions 
for having taken advantage of the poor 
Balti porters in the past. The facts are to 
the contrary. Balti porters, especially those 
from the village of Askole, have long been 
known for their strikes and poor perform
ance. Years ago, Himalayan authority 
Kenneth Mason wrote: "The men of 
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Askole have a world reputation for un
reliability" . The Baltis have little need for 
what they demand. They have discovered 
the famous parlour game, Monopoly, and 
they usually win. We had constant demands 
for shoes for all our porters, as if we could 
open a magic box in the middle of the 
glacier, wave a wand, and suddenly pro
duce 600 pairs. The government and our 
Liaison Officer had indicated that we need 
only supply shoes to our 14 high-altitude 
porters. In 1909, the Duke of the Abruzzi's 
Karakoram expedition supplied shoes to 
some of their porters, but found that the 
porters walked over the sharp ice and jag
ged rocks with the shoes draped around 
their necks, too precious to waste on 
glaciers and mountains. 

The native villages have operated on a 
basically cashless economy up to this time. 
Expeditions are now eroding away the age
old system of barter, replacing it with un
needed amenities and folding money. The 
government rate of 40 rupees per porter 
per day may not seem outrageous until one 
realizes that it is much more than the same 
government pays a college educated career 
person in the cities. Our porters cost us 
more than $50,000. Helicopters could move 
equipment more cheaply than porters at 
the current rate, but all use of private air
craft is forbidden in Pakistan; 

In earlier years a clever expedition leader 
could deal with porter problems. He held 
the trump card: his was usually the only 
expedition of the year and he controlled 
all the money and equipment. Only those 
who helped an expedition could benefit. 
In 1975, with no less than nineteen expedi
tions in the same area, the trump card was 
lost. Porters wanted to carry only at low 
elevations on easy terrain. Once they 
reached the snow line, they wanted to quit 
and return to the lowlands in order to sign 
on with another expedition. After our 
porters struck in the middle of the Baltoro 
Glacier, far beyond the highest village, 

we telegrammed the Ministry of Tourism. 
Their reply? - "Next time call the police". 

Actually we had started out with a few 
paid policemen who were nearly useless in 
the mountains. We lost them in Askole 
after the head policeman got up in the night 
to take a pee, fell over a four-foot wall, 
broke some ribs and injured a kidney. 

At one point we only stopped a strike 
by resorting to Lou Whittaker's brain
storm. We told the porters that if our 
expedition failed to reach Base Camp 
because of them, we would burn all our 
loads on the spot plus all the money we 
intended to pay them. We set fire to a ten 
rupee note on the negotiating table; then 
walked off. They carried that day, but two 
days later they were striking again. 

We arrived in Base Camp a month late, 
because of porter trouble and the worse 
than normal weather. K2 lived up to all its 
legends. From every side it presented a 
huge isolated pyramid, bulwarked with 
steep rock and ice. Within a week, Lou 
Whittaker and Jim Wickwire had pushed 
the route up to Camp II on Savoia Saddle, 
a col on the West Ridge. Above the col, 
the ridge was not as we expected. Vittorio 
Sella's photo of the ridge shows an almost 
end-on view of the lower part. Nearly a 
horizontal mile of rock gendarmes are 
telescoped into relative insignificance. We 
also discovered that Savoia Saddle is con
siderably lower than the 21,870ft. marked 
on all the maps. 

Karakoram Height Estimations 
This figure came from the Duke of the 

Abruzzi's surveys in 1909. When we looked 
at the saddle from below, we thought it 
appeared at least 1,000ft. lower than the 
map indicated. In good weather, both our 
high quality altimeters registered within 
50ft. of 20,400ft. on the saddle. Base Camp 
registered 17,500ft, instead of 18,200ft. as 
on the map. At camp-sites along the 
Baltoro Glacier, the altimeters had read 



K2 - the great prospect 
Interest in K2 is such that it promises to be one 
of the most topical mountains of the late 'seven
ties. This year a Polish Expedition is attempting 
it, and several other groups have applied for 
subsequent years. 
Top right: An aerial view from the West . The 
West Ridge is in the centre, with the South-East 
Ridge (Italian Route) on the right, and the North
West Ridge on the left. The close-up view of the 
summit slopes is from roughly the same angle. 
The 1975 American Expedition attempted the 
North-West Ridge (far left) from the Savoia 
Saddle, but a complex gendarmed shoulder, low 
on the ridge (silhouetted against the sunlit face), 
appeared an insuperable obstacle for laden 
porters. Near left: Climbers on the gendarmed 
ridge, close to the 1975 high point. Photos: 
Dianne Roberts and Galen Rowell. 
The height of K2. A report (attributed to 
Bolinder and Dyhrenfurth, and published in the 
British magazine Mountain Life) that the height 
of K2 had been re-estimated at 28,741ft. is 
totally inaccurate. The mountain remains at 
28,250ft. (source: Bolinder) . 



.. 
within a hundred feet of map elevations. 
Barry Bishop, an expert in Himalayan 
geography, later told me that a 1,500ft. 
error has been found on several other 
elevations derived from the Great Trigo
nometric Survey of India in the nine
teenth century. This may not seem of much 
consequence until one realizes that the 
elevations of many eight-thousanders are 
still considered to be exactly what was 
indicated by the ancient surveys. In the 
Karakoram, the elevations of Gasherbrums 
1, 2, 3, 4, Chogolisa, and Masherbrum 
are still precisely as indicated on the Duke's 
map of 1909, which is based on much 
earlier work. Some of these have been con
firmed by later surveys but others have not. 
Broad Peak was originally 27,132ft. on the 
Duke's map, but has been resurveyed to 
26,4000ft. 
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The K2 Attempt 
Fifteen hundred feet above Savoia Saddle 

we were stopped dead in our tracks by a 
seemingly endless ridge of corniced rock 
towers separated by deep gaps. We spent 
three weeks above the saddle attempting to 
find a route around or over the lower ridge. 
Even if two of us had been able to force a 
route across the long knife-edge of tech
nical difficulties, it would have remained a 
hopeless bottleneck for loads being carried 
to the upper camps. If this route is ever 
climbed, it will be by a daring alpine-style 
team, not dependent on shuttling loads and 
willing to risk the near impossiblity of 
retreat in stormy weather. Our high point 
was reached by Leif Patterson, Lou Whit
taker, and Jim Wickwire. They described 
the crest of the ridge as being so narrow 
that they could straddle it like a sawhorse. 

The Broad Peak Tragedy 
A Polish expedition led by Janusz Ferenski 
made the first ascent of Broad Peak Central 
(26,247ft.), but the attempt cost three lives. 
Five climbers reached the top late in the day, 
but they were overtaken by a violent storm and 
darkness while they were descending the rocky 
summit ridge. The final section before the col 
involved an abseil, and in the near white-out 
conditions the last man fell to his death, taking 
the abseil ropes with him. The others regained 
the col where they spent a miserable open 
bivouac with temperatures down to minus 35°c. 
During the descent from the col on the following 
day, two of the remaining climbers slipped and 
fell to their deaths. Finally, after another 
harrowing bivouac, the two survivors, Kazimierz 
Glazek and Janusz Kulis, regained carnp 3. 
Both were badly frostbitten. The photos above 
and left illustrate the two summits of Broad Peak, 
with Central on the left and Main on the right. 
The solid line is the Polish Route and the dotted 
line indicates the route followed by the Austrians 
in 1957. Right: Broad Peak (foreground) and 
K2 seen from the summit of Gasherbrum 3 at 
sunset. Photos: Glazek and Chadwick 

We estimated the height as 22,000ft., al
though the point would appear to be over 
23,000ft. according to available maps. 

After losing more than a month on the 
approach march, due to non-performance 
of Pakistani aircraft, government, and 
porters, we did not have the time or re
sources to attempt another of the possible 
routes on the west side of the mountain. 

Serious personality schisms had devel
oped. Although they did not have any effect 
on the height we reached, they could 
conceivably have been a limiting factor 
higher on the mountain. These clashes were 
based on relative degrees of commitment 
to the climb, involvement in decisions, and 
widely differing life-styles. Each of us was 
amazed at how inflexible the other guy was. 

Five of our party stayed at Base Camp 
on the Savoia Glacier, awaiting the arrival 



of our porters, while the other five, includ
ing myself, descended to Concordia with a 
critically ill high-porter, waiting for a heli
copter evacuation that would never happen. 

Other Expeditions 
On the way to Concordia we met one of 

the other expeditions in the field, a Polish 
group attempting Broad Peak. Despite 
arriving at Base Camp with only 6 out of 
150 porters, they had established three 
camps and hoped to be trying for the sum
mit within a few weeks. We were saddened 
to hear later that three of the five climbers 
involved in the successful summit assault 
were killed on the descent. 

We kept up with the progress of other 
parties by radio. As we began our return 
march, we knew of only one success. On 
June 18, Marc Batard and Yannick 

Seigneur made the summit of Gasherbrum 
2 (26,360ft.) by a new route on the South 
Spur. The climb was remarkable because 
we had heard earlier that the expedition 
was doomed because porters had failed to 
carry much of the equipment into base 
camp. But plans were streamlined and the 
summit attempt was launched from Camp 
2, at only 21,900ft. Unfortunately, during 
a second summit bid, Bernard Villaret 
perished alone after a bivouac at over 
25,000ft. 

More extreme porter problems had 
caused two expeditions travelling up the 
Biafo Glacier to give up before even reach
ing their respective mountains. The York
shire Ogre Expedition, aiming for a virgin 
23,900ft. prize, was deserted by its porters 
the morning after boots and goggles were 
issued. The expedition did succeed in 
making alpine-style ascents of three peaks 
in the 19,000- 20,000ft. range. Doug Scott's 
expedition to nearby Sosbun Brakk also 
never reached its objective. 

At Concordia I felt the strong presence 
of those who had been there before me. The 
sight of each major peak made Himalayan 
history come alive. The perfect trapezoid 
of Gasherbrum 4 brought forth an image 
of Walter Bonatti and Carlo Mauri, stand
ing on the summit in 1958 in a gathering 
storm. Broad Peak looked like an oversized 
ocean liner in dry dock, draped with giant 
white canvases of snow and cloud. It 
reminded me how much I preferred alpine 
style climbing to expedition extravanganzas. 
I envied Buhl, Diemberger, Schmuk, and 
Wintersteller, who climbed the mountain 
in 1957; foregoing the usual bevy of high
altitude porters, they stocked camps them
selves, and all of them reached the summit. 

In the opposite direction, Chogolisa was 

a sobering sight. The beautiful 25,110ft. 
ice-wedge is Herman Buhl's tombstone. 
Fired with energy after the Broad Peak 
success, Buhl and Diemberger attempted 
Chogolisa, where Buhl walked unroped 
through a cornice into the clouds. In 1958, a 
Japanese expedition claimed success on 
Chogolisa, using oxygen on a peak that the 
Duke of Abruzzi came within 500ft. of 
climbing in 1909. It was later discovered 
that the Japanese had reached the wrong 
summit. Chogolisa remained unclimbed 
until late in the 1975 season, when Eduard 
Koblmtiller's party reached the true 
summit. 

Just out of sight were Masherbrum and 
Gasherbrum I , the latter sometimes called 
Hidden Peak. Both were first climbed by 
American expeditions, led by Nick Clinch, 
in 1960 and 1958 respectively. I couldn't 
help but contrast these successes - the two 
highest peaks first ascended by Americans 
- with our dismal failure on K2. 

Epics on K2 
The West Ridge of K2 is not visible from 

Concordia, but there is a fine view of the 
Abruzzi Ridge, scene of several tragedies 
and only one triumph. I tried to imagine 
Laccedelli and Compagnoni in 1954, 
climbing the final distance to the summit 
with empty oxygen bottles still on their 
backs, powered only by euphoric desire. 
Most of all I thought about the Americans 
who attempted the route in 1938, 1939, 
1953, and 1960, because I knew many of 
them personally. I could see the shoulder 
at 25,500ft. from which Charles Houston's 
1953 expedition retreated with all eight of 
its members . I could see where Pete 
Schoening held five men in a fall, and where 
Art Gilkey, stricken with thrombophlebitis 
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and lashed to a stretcher, was swept away 
in an avalanche. Looking higher, I wonder
ed just where on the final pyramid Fritz 
Weissner and Pasang Dawa Lama had 
turned back in 1939, only 750ft. from the 
summit. I could imagine their anguish as 
they went down to the next high-camp for 
supplies, only to find them gone. I under
stood how they must have felt, descending 
the mountain without sleeping bags, ex
pecting them in each camp, but finding each 
successive one stripped until they arrived 
in Base Camp, utterly spent. Not only were 
their summit plans ruined, but Dudley 
Wolfe was still high on the mountain, 
waiting for them to come up with supplies 
for another attempt. Neither Wolfe or the 
three Sherpas who attempted to rescue him 
were ever seen again. Back in the U.S., the 
whole affair was blamed on Fritz, who still 
calls it "the greatest disappointment that 
can ever happen to an American moun
taineer". Fritz had every reason to think 
that the food and supplies that were carried 
to camps as he ascended would still be there 
when he needed them. The confusion 
developed when a climber in Base Camp 
asked the Sherpas to take sleeping bags 
from the lower four camps in order to speed 
up the eventual retreat. Unsupervised, the 
Sherpas also evacuated the upper camps 
after one of them had convinced the others 
that the summit climbers must have been 
lost in an avalanche. Fritz was the only 
English-speaking climber to return from 
high on the peak, and he became an outcast 
on his own expedition. It was a matter of 
his word against that of all the others, who, 
because of sickness, fear, or inexperience, 
never went high on the mountain. He was 
vilified in books and journals for being a 
poor leader whose desire for the summit 
cost four lives. His perception of events 
was very different from that of those in the 
lower camps. While Fritz never again went 
on a major expedition, Pasang Dawa Lama 
became one of the great Sherpas of all time, 
making both the first and second ascents 
of Cho Oyu. In the 'sixties, an American 
climber met Pasang in the Himalayas and 
questioned him about K2. Pasang con
firmed Fritz's version on all the important 
points. 

Standing at Concordia, having just 
returned from an unsuccessful attempt on 
K2, I had a much deeper understanding of 
what happened to Fritz than I could have 
gained from any amount of reading or 
talking. Our expedition had the potential 
for a Weissner episode. Each of the climb
ing team felt that certain others would 
surely have personality problems if they 
were climbing solo. With only one excep
tion, each of us was on somebody 'else's 
list. Had an accident happened on our 
route, and only one member of a clique had 
returned, it was not hard to imagine that 
he would be blamed for it in the eyes of the 
others. It is a human trait to credit our
selves with success but always to blame 
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someone else or the situation for a failure. 
Altruism on expeditions, like science 

fiction, is found more often in books than 
in real life. The public wants heroes, and 
heroes cannot be involved in petty squab
bles. In most mountaineering literature, 
legions of heroes pass no obscenities, 
no body wastes, and no harsh judgements 
on their equally heroic friends. Characters 
in novels of their own writings, many 
climbers return home to become instant 
social and political successes. Most of the 
fabled expeditions of the past were rife 
with the same personal problems that beset 
modern expeditions, but the evidence is 
buried in obscure journals, diaries, and 
letters. 

Conway, Eckenstein and Crowley 
To a student of Karakoram history, 

Conway's first mountaineering expedition 
in 1892 is like one of the exploits of the 
Knights of the Round Table, and in fact, 
professor of art Martin Conway was 
knighted after his return. He wrote a well 
known book, Climbing in the Himalayas, 
which perpetuated the myth of a highly 
successful mountaineering adventure. In 
1902, Lord Conway of Allington became 
President of the Alpine Club. 

With Conway in 1892 was Oscar 
Eckenstein, who, according to his obituary, 
"was not a member of the Alpine Club, 
which, indeed he thoroughly disliked". 
Eckenstein invented the modern crampon 
and was roundly criticized for daring to go 
in the mountains with a tiny 85cm. ice axe. 
"But you see, I can cut steps with one 
hand," he used to say to no avail. Ecken
stein was also an avid boulderer, who spent 
hours working out tiny problems on rock 
to the disdain of his snow-slogging com
panions. 

ln his own obscure, unheroic book, 
Eckenstein reported that part way through 
the expedition Conway forbade him to do 
some climbing on his own when he had 
several free days. "We had a sort of 
general meeting, at which it was arranged 
that I should leave the expedition", 
Eckenstein wrote. The expedition failed 
to make a single ascent of importance 
during the ten weeks Eckenstein was 
with it. Later, Conway claimed the first 
ascent of the 22,600ft. 'Pioneer Peak'. In 
England the climb was acclaimed with 
much ballyhoo as a world altitude record. 
Actually, 'Pioneer Peak' is a subsidiary 
bump on the 23,390ft. Golden Throne, 
which they failed to climb. Their height 
record was only about 600ft. above that 
reached by the Atacama Indians in the 
Andes before 1550 A.D 

While the title of Conway's book 
emphasized 'climbing', Eckenstein's view 
is suggested in his sub-title, An Account of 
a Journey. In 1902 Eckenstein led the first 
expedition to K2. Other members included 
H. Pfannl, V. Wessely, J. Guillarmod, 
G. Knowles, and Eckenstein's close friend, 
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Aleister Crowley. 
Eckenstein was a practical scientist; 

Crowley a wild mystic. Their friendship 
was based on two things : love of moun
taineering and hatred of establishment 
humbugs. They climbed together in the 
Alps, in England, and on the Mexican 
volcanoes. Crowley was destined to become 
the self-proclaimed "Great Beast 666". 
London headlines later called him "The 
Wickedest Man in Britain", reporting 
that he was a satanist and drug cultist who 
performed Black Masses and human 
sacrifices. Eckenstein told Crowley that 
he was wasting his time on magic and that 
his troubles in life were due to his inability 
to control his thoughts. "Give up your 
Magick (sic)," he said, "with all its romantic 
fascinations and deceitful delights. Promise 
to do this for a time and I will teach you 
how to master your mind." Crowley tried, 
and credited Eckenstein with teaching him 
the principles of concentration that even
tually gave him the occult power to move 
objects with his mind. 

The expedition did not go smoothly. 

BA L TI ST AN 

Eckenstein, a man with a reputation for 
complete honesty, was detained by the 
police in Rawalpindi while the rest began 
the trek. More than half a century later 
an article in the Alpine Journal reported 
that Guy Knowles, who had been present 
at the episode, leaned towards Crowley's 
interpretation: "that Conway, by this time 
President of the Alpine Club, interposed 
to put obstacles in Eckenstein's way", and 
that the authorities "did not relent until 
faced with a threat to expose the whole 
story to the Daily Telegraph". That 
Knowles should support Crowley in this 
belief is especially meaningful. At 20,000ft. 
on K2, Crowley threatened Knowles "with 
a huge revolver", and had to be forcibly 
disarmed. 

After Eckenstein rejoined the expedition 
an attempt was made on the North-East 
Ridge, now in China, and the party 
reached 21,400ft. before giving up because 
of sickness and poor weather. Crowley's 
name has been left out of many polite 
mountaineering history books, although 
he was also a member of the first expedition 

THE l<ARAl<ORAM RANGE 
and the Nanga Parbat massif 

A simplified map based on Marcel Kurz's 1952 1: 750 000 map. Experts are divided over 
the spelling of Karakoram or Karakorum. The 'u' is favoured by European authorities 
such as Dyhrenfurth, Bolinder, Kurz and Devies, whereas the 'a' is used by Mason, 
Maraini, Noyce and McMorrin, Mordecai and Adams-Carter. Either version seems 
acceptable and Mountain standardises on the 'a' version. 

In this map we have marked the main glacier systems, rivers, ridges and peaks (all the 
8000 metre peaks and the main 7000 metre peaks, together with other topical summits). 
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to attempt Kanchenjunga in 1905. G. 0. 
Dyhrenfurth labeled him "an Irish journa
list who had little knowledge of mo14fl
taineering". 

Problems with Illness 
Returning to our expedition, the five of 

us who descended to Concordia with the 
sick porter found days filled with peace and 
healing. In the relaxed atmosphere at 
15,000ft., both our personal relationships 
and health showed great improvement. We 
slept under the stars for the first time in 
months. Our great disappointment on the 
mountain was slowly being tempered by the 
realization of how lucky we were to be 
returning a live and complete. Even Akbar, 
the sick porter who had nearly died in 
Base Camp, seemed to be doing much 
better. The weather was perfect for days at 
a time. At one point on the mountain we had 
had 17 days of storm. We never had more 
than two full days of consecutive good 
weather until the retreat march. Even in 
the fine weather, the helicopter never came. 

At first Akbar seemed worried, but soon 

60 KILOMETRES BO 

40 50 NORTH 

MILES I 

he resigned himself to the idea of walking 
out. He had been the best of our high
altitude porters, but now he was a gaunt 
shadow of his former self. He had lost 
forty pounds from his already spare frame 
and his walk was as shaky as a new-born 
colt's. 

Akbar's sickness began at 20,500ft., on 
the Savoia Saddle. He moaned for two 
nights, but due to a storm he couldn't go 
down. When the weather cleared, he was 
helped to Base Camp, where he began to 
vomit roundworms in huge quantities, 
eventually passing enough to fill a couple 
of quart jars. Suddenly he lapsed into a 
coma and our doctor, Rob Schaller, deter
mined that obstruction and perforation of 
his intestine had led to the development of 
peritonitis. He was severely dehydrated, his 
blood pressure was not recordable, and he 
was deep into gram-negative shock. His 
condition seemed hopeless at 17.500ft. in a 
mountain tent. Rob administered massive 
doses of antibiotics and steroids, and used 
16 of our 24 bottles of intravenous fluids. 
For several days, Akbar had spontaneous 
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K2 28,250ft. 
T 

Broad Peak 26,400ft. 
T 

Gasherbrum 4 
T 26.000ft. 

Gasherbrum 3 Gasherbrum 2 
T 26.090ft. T 26.360ft. 

Top: Panoramas to the North (left) and South 
(right) from near the summit of C/10golisa, taken 
during the 1975 Austrian Expedition. Photos: 
Christoph Pollet 

Bottom: A view to the South-West from Kun yang 
Kish, taken during the 1971 Polish Expedition . 
Photo : B . Jankowski. The peak-captioning is 
that of the photographers. 

episodes of septicaemia, during which his 
body temperature might rise from 99 to 
l 05 degrees in 15 minutes. During the 
nights the intravenous feeding line some
times froze and only Rob's constant atten
tion kept the patient alive. 

We radioed for immediate helicopter eva
cuation. It took two full days for our emer
gency request to filter through the Deputy 
Commissioner in Skardu to the Ministry 

28 

of Tourism in Rawalpindi to the Ministry 
of Defense and finally to the helicopter 
pilot. The pilot said he could not land at 
any of our chosen sites between 15,000 and 
17,500ft. because he could not fly the 
Alouette Ill above 11,000ft. Our Liaison 
Officer, Major Manzoor Hussain , found 
this hard to believe, as he had personally 
witnessed the same helicopter land the 
Prime Minister at 15,500ft. for the opening 
of a highway pass. In Nepal similar heli
copters have landed at over 18,000ft. 

We radioed back that carrying Akb.:1.r 
fifty miles through the mountains to Paiju 
at 11,000ft. was not feasible and that we 
would carry him only as far as 15,000ft. at 
Concordia. For days we had no reply 
whatsoever. On the seventh day after our 
initial telegram we received word that 

11,000ft. was it. Later we found out that 
the Pakistanis refuse to fly the tiny heli
copter in the mountains without a pilot, 
a co-pilot, and a flight engineer. 

Jt was another in a long series of lessons 
that proved to us that we Americans, half
way round the world from home, were less 
foreign to the people of Baltistan than the 
Pakistani government itself. Few of the 
Battis had ever seen a representative of their 
own government, other than an occasional 
expedition Liaison Officer. We found 
dealing through the Pakistan Ministry of 
Tourism to be about as effective as trying 
to ride a dead horse. They were unable to 
comprehend, much less attempt to solve, 
problems in a remote area they had never 
visited. We did find one Tourism official 
who claimed to have visited the mountain 

regions, but he had flown over them with 
the Pakistan Air Force. 

The Walk-Out 
Eighty porters arrived at Base Camp to 

carry out the remains of 400 loads. Our 
180 oxygen bottles were previously cached 
in a safe place, unseen by Pakistani eyes. 
Hopefully, we can sell them to some future 
expedition. When the porters descended to 
Concordia our expedition was united again. 
Akbar was able to walk, but the spell of 
good weather had ended. We travelled for 
two days through rain to rDokass at just 
over 13,000ft. on a moraine of the Baltoro, 
opposite the Trango Towers and the Grand 
Cathedral. The porters were far more 
reliable when marching toward their homes, 
rather than away from them. We covered 

in 3 days what had taken 22 days on the 
approach. 

When the snow cover is melted in 
summer, the Baltoro becomes one of the 
world's ugliest glaciers. It looks as if God's 
own construction company quit in the 
middle of the job, leaving brown heaps of 
crushed rock everywhere. There is no 
whiteness to its surface and almost no 
level ground. Every footstep is loose, as 
one constantly climbs and descends mini
hills of debris. 

En route to rDokass we met a small 
Austrian group going for Skyang Kangri. 
They told us that Reinhold Messner and 
Peter Habeler were behind them, heading 
for Hidden Peak with only a dozen porters. 
At rDokass we met a group of Mountain 
Travel trekkers, guided by Al Steck. I was 

K6 23,890ft. 
T 

surprised to meet half-a-dozen people I 
knew from the States, including a man who 
had made the first attempt on the Lost 
Arrow with John Salathe and a grand
mother I had once guided up a Grade 4 
climb in Yosemite. 

Our cardboard porter-boxes were so wet 
that we stayed in rDokass an extra day to 
let them dry so they wouldn' t fall apart. 
I began eyeing a long crack in a big boulder. 
One of the porters saw me and said : 
"Bonatti climb!" Several of our porters 
had been with the Italians in 1945 for K2 
and 1958 for Gasherbrum IV, so their story 
could easily be true. Bonatti had somehow 
captured the imagination of the Baltis. 
Many porters told us; "Me porter Italian 
Kay Chu . .. Bonatti, Lachedelli, Compag
noni." Bonatti's name was always mention-
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ed first, even though he didn't reach the 
summit. Perhaps this was due to Bonatti's 
epic 26,000ft. bivouac on K2, during which 
a similarly dressed high-porter got severe 
frostbite. 

To the delight of the watching Baltis, I 
climbed the crack unroped. It wasn't very 
difficult, 5.7 at the hardest. Then the same 
Baltis led me uphill to a steeper, shorter 
crack. "Bonatti climb," they said with 
enthusiasm. Fifteen feet up, hanging from 
an overhanging armlock above a bed of 
pointed boulders, I gave up. The Baltis led 
me still higher on the hill to a giant rock 
with a holdless, overhanging side capped 
with a roof fifty feet above the ground. 
"Bonatti climb," they repeated with the 
same expression. Somewhere along the 
line, I had been had. 

For a rock climber, rDokass is one of 
the most spectacular camp-sites in the 
world. Tents are pitched on dirt platforms 
constructed by the Duke of the Abruzzi. 
Huge boulders with fine climbing surround 
the camp. The main attractions are across 
the glacier, however. The Grand Cathedral 
rises in a single 7 ,OOOft. swell of red granite 
to a 20,000ft. summit. A side glacier 
separates it from the Trango Towers, which 
are the most magnificent assemblage of 
granite pinnacles I have ever seen. Bulky 
towers and slender spires pierce the sky, 
forming a grand labyrinth of sheer granite, 
fringed with snow and ice. 

We learned that Joe Brown's Trango 
Tower expedition had just failed on the 
highest summit, sometimes called 'The 
Nameless Tower' . There, Martin Boysen 
had a climber's worst nightmare come true. 
He caught his knee in a crack high on the 
tower. After several hours, he managed to 
free himself by cutting his breeches, but 
his knee was badly battered. The Trango 
expedition quit only 600ft. from the summit. 
partly because of Boysen's knee, but mainly 
because their time was up, They had 
suffered weeks of delay in getting to the 
mountain. Some members wanted to stay 
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and finish the climo, but others had job 
commitments at home. 

At rDokass I learned the fate of my 
friend Dennis Hennek's expedition. Before 
I joined the K2 group I had been a menber 
of his American Trango Tower Expedition, 
which never got permission for the Trangos. 
They finally received permission for Mitre 
Peak, a rotten nineteen-thousander near 
Concordia that looks good only from a 
distance. Later the permit was changed 
again to the Lobsang group of peaks near 
the Trangos. The party suffered more than 
the usual delays due to government red 
tape, flight failures, and porters. A separ
ate film team which accompanied them also 
caused weeks of delay and led to consid
erable friction among the climbers. While 
the rest of the group was trying to agree on 
an objective, Hennek, Don Lauria and 
Mike Covington made a two-day alpine 
ascent of the 20,400ft. Lobsang Peak above 
the Mustagh Glacier. Soon afterwards, the 
party gave up and went home. 

From rDokass we began a rapid double
stage to the foot of Paiju, one of the most 
spectacular unclimbed peaks in the world . 
The Baltoro side of Paiju is a 7,000ft. 
granite cliff, broken by ledges and gullies, 
but constantly swept by avalanches. From 
this side, Paiju presents a stark and simple 
profile, but other views show the moun
tain to be exceedingly complex. In 1974 
Nick Clinch led the first attempt on Paiju, 
but the project was abandoned after the 
Pakistani Liaison Officer was killed in a fall 
not far above Base Camp. Also in 1974, a 
French expedition led by Jean Frehel at
tempted the beautiful Uli Biaho Tower, a 
granite shaft between Paiju and the Trango 
group. A vicious storm forced the climbers 
to descend from a bivouac only 130ft. from 
the summit. In 1975, Frehel was back to 
try Paiju itself. Again, tragedy struck just 
above Base Camp. A climber was caught 
in an avalanche and suffered a badly 
shattered leg. In a separate incident, 
Frehel's wife broke her ankle. A heli
copter was summoned by radio and actually 
arrived at the 11 ,000ft . level. The injured 
man was carried on to the helicopter. When 
the woman hopped toward the helicopter 
on her good leg, the pilot refused to take 
her. He said he only had orders to pick up 
one person, and besides she didn't look 
injured enough to require evacuation. She 
had been waiting eleven days when we 
arrived. 

Paiju Camp 
At Paiju Camp early in the afternoon, 

I was unaware of the drama unfolding 
behind me. A coolie had collapsed on the 
trail not far below rDokass. When Rob 
Schaller reached him, his condition was 
similar to that of Akbar at his worst: deep 
coma, no detectable blood pressure, 
shallow respiration, rigid abdomen, profuse 
sweating. The main difference was that Rob 
did not have his medical gear. It was far 

ahead of him on the backs of several 
porters. Rob suspected a perforated ulcer. 
One strong porter, appropriately named 
'Mustagh', carried the stricken man on his 
back for ten of the next thirteen miles 
across the scree-laden glacier, arriving in 
camp after dark. Rob saw his patient lose 
vital signs, then miraculously come back 
to life. With intravenous fluids in camp, 
Rob was able to keep the man alive until 
morning. 

We set up the radio and called for a 
helicopter, thinking that none would come 
as before. We had only hours of intravenous 
fluids left. In less than an hour a helicopter 
arrived. Our bitter telegrams about the 
Akbar incident had reached the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan and he had ordered 
the helicopter to remain on stand-by at 
Skardu until we called again, even though 
the pilot steadfastly refused to land above 
11,000ft. The pilot assumed the patient was 
Akbar and he congratulated us on having 
kept him alive while carrying him all the 
way from K2. We said nothing, but asked 
the pilot if he would please pick up another 
desperate case at the French camp. Here, 
Act Two was a masterful scene played by 
four men who carried a sobbing woman, 
screaming and in pain, to the door of the 
helicopter. In Skardu the porter was 
successfully operated on for a perforated 
ulcer and the French woman was treated 
for her broken ankle. The rest of us were 
still five days' march from the roadhead. 

At Paiju we were surrounded by a vast 
turd-field. By government plan, each 
expedition camps at the same sites. After 
nineteen expeditions have camped in a 
place, coming and going, the few level 
areas turn brown with excrement. On our 
approach, a three-day porter strike meant 
1,800 turds. Unless there is some control, 
the Baltoro will turn into the cesspool of 
the world's high mountains. 

We camped as far from the stench 
as possible and an Italian expedition 
arrived shortly after us. I spent a warm, 
incredible evening, drinking Italian wine, 
eating fresh chicken, and joining in the 
merriment of their successful expedition. 
The Italians had climbed the Grand 
Cathedral by two routes. One ascended 
the East Ridge, while the other went 
directly up the Baltoro Face, taking six 
days on the final push. I asked one of the 
Italians to write the names of the summit 
climbers in my diary. He listed Chiappa, 
Luchini, Maccarinelli, Panzeri and Steefani. 
Dianielle Chiappa had reached the summit 
of Cerro Torre in 1974: 

Before the party I met the Italian Liaison 
Officer, Capitan Liaquat Ali Shah. He told 
me how the Italians had taught him rock
climbing and how he had made the summit 
via the face route. The news of a Pakistani 
climbing such a difficult route was radioed 
to the government and the news media. 
The Capitan was a hero. 

I wondered why his name had not been 



included in the list given me, and the answer 
came during the party. An Italian climber 
said: "There is something I should tell you. 
Our Capitan did not make the summit. 
He tried to climb but he gave up at a very 
low camp. He said that unless we took 
pictures of him on a point of rock and said 
that he reached the top, he would con
fiscate all our film and make it very 
difficult to get out of Pakistan with our 
equipment. Please don't tell any Pakistanis 
until we are safely out of the country." 

Messner and Habeler 
Paiju camp is just beyond the snout of 

the Baltoro, We were glad to be off the ice 
and we again double-staged to a camp near 
a rope bridge on the Panmah River. By 
evening, five expeditions were on the scene: 
ourselves, the American trekkers, the 
Italians, a small Japanese group, and the 
smallest of all-Reinhold Messner and 
Peter Habeler. I vaguely recalled Messner's 
statement in The Seventh Grade about 
climbing a big peak alpine-style, but not 
until I got home did I realize the full impact 
of his prediction: "Accompanied by a man 
like Peter Habeler, I would risk trying an 
8,000m. peak, having equal chance and less 
risk than when attached to a great expedi
tion with all its customary ballyhoo." 

Messner wrote these words before he and 
Habeler had climbed the Eiger in ten hours. 
Messner had been on four eight-thous
anders. It was Habeler's first trip to the 
Himalayas. They were biting off a big one. 
The North Face of Hidden Peak is quite 

steep for the upper 6,000ft. Himalayan 
experts had dismissed it as too difficult for 
contemporary standards. 

I expected Messner to be loud and 
conceited, the way he writes. Instead, I 
found him quite modest and very comfort
able to be around. There was no denying 
that he was intense. Just under the surface 
he was like a dog on a leash, bursting for 
action. But unlike most super-climbers I've 
met, it hadn't gone to his head. If he had 
strutted and swaggered, I might have 
predicted early doom for him, perhaps on 
Hidden Peak. Most of the old sages who 
have never met him say: "Messner? He 
does great things, but he won't be around 
very long." My feeling was precisely the 
opposite. Many top climbers seem to 
believe in their own immortality as they 
bluster their way toward an early end. 
Messner has the quiet confidence of a 
successful scientist who fully understands 
his own limits. Habeler is more outwardly 
intense, a slender, blond hard-man with a 
bold look in his eye. Like Messner, he 
excudes no braggadocio. He projects a 
sense of calm control - the kind of man you 
would like to see under a pilot's cap when 
you board a commercial jet. As Al Steck 
and I talked to him, I realized the irony of 
the fact that the three of us had each made 
ascents of the Salathe Wall on El Capitan, 
yet here we were meeting half-way around 
the globe. The Salathe was once thought to 
be the ultimate rock climb, but now it is 
sometimes climbed by people without 
much experience. This will never be true of 

Above: The Grand Cathedral (19,245ft.) was 
climbed by a strong Italian expedition. Two fine 
rock routes were established: one followed the 
obvious ridge on the left to gain the summit; the 
other took the main face on the right by a hard 
technical route that was climbed in alpine-style. 
Photo: Galen Rowell 

what Messner and Habeler were attempting. 
A weekend climber can get in shape for 
big rock walls or expedition climbing, but 
they were introducing parameters of train
ing beyond the reach of all but a handful 
of climbers in the world. Only constant 
climbing and daily workouts, a true 
Olympic ritual, can get one in shape to 
climb new routes on eight-thousanders, in 
alpine-style without oxygen. 

The Skardu Rest-House 
We wished the duo luck, then headed 

down the trail. Five days later we arrived 
at the Skardu rest-house, only to find it full. 
We shared a room with Joe Brown's Trango 
group, who had already been waiting for a 
plane for five days. Frustration was rife: 
climbers were anxious to depart, tired of 
the attitudes they had encountered in 
Pakistan, the endless delays and the con
stant demands for yet more money. 

Five expeditions were stuck in Skardu 
for another four days. When the C-130 
cargo plane lifted off the runway a giant 
cheer rang through the plane, with 
exclamations of joy in five languages. It 
was quite a contrast to earlier times when 
expeditioners wrote about their sadness at 
leaving such a beautiful country. 
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Below left: Messner on steep mixed ground on tlte lower part of Hidden Peak's North-West Face. 
and (right) travelling light on the upper section of the route. · 

New routes in the Gasherbrum Group 
T!tere was great activity in t!te Gasherbrum 
Group during tlte 1975 season. A French Ex
pedition !tad as its objective a new route up the 
South Spur afGasherbrum 2. This is a line ta t!te 
rig/,/ of the original Moravec Route which it 
eventually joins near the summit. The route was 
finally completed by Yannick Seignuer and 
Marc Batard, However a second summit bid did 
not fare so well. Bad weather overtook Louis 
Audoubert and Bernard Villaret as t!tey waited 
in their bivouac tent. After making a solo effort, 
Audoubert decided that it would be prudent to 
descend. Vil/aret decided to stay in the tent, 
hoping that the weather would improve. Audoubert 
retreated alone, the weather remained bad and 
Vil/aret was lost. No rescue was attempted. 
After t!tis tragedy the Frenc!t packed-up and 
went home, leaving the mountain to a Palish 
Expedition led by Wanda Rutkiewicz. Originally 
the Poles had !toped to make the first ascent of 
Gasherbrum 3, but they were now able to extend 
their programme to include Gasherbrum 2, thus 
finding a useful outlet Jar the energies of the 
sizeable male contingent in a predominantly 
female team. The Pales proceeded to complete 
the most success/iii expedition of the season. 
Two women and two men made t!te first ascent 
of CJ by a couloir line up the South Face (photo 
above). Three of the men made a new route up 
the North-East Face of G2, and three others 
repeated t!te Moravec route. Finally, two of the 
women also repeated the Moravec Roi/le -
t!te first time t!tat an 8,000 metre peak has been 
climbed by an all-female rope. Two of the men, 
KrzysztoJZdzito1viecki and Janusz Onyszkiewicz, 
reached t!te summit of bath peaks. The fact that 
all this was accomplished without any accidents 
makes the expedition particularly notable. 
While the Poles were at work on G2 and CJ, 
they were joined in their Camp J by Reinhold 
Messner and Peter Habeler, who had ambi
tious plans Jar a rapid, light-weight strike at the 
unclimbed North-West Face of Gasherbrum J 
(Hidden Peak). This they accomplis!ted in fine 
style. They reached a snow shoulder above t!te 
steep lower face in a day, bivouacked, and then 
conlinued to t!te top on t!te following day. They 
regained their bivouac site the same night, and 
descended the lower face on the third day. All 
of this was achieved without the using rope. 
Messner even filmed the climb. Just one day 
after Messner's and Habeler's climb, the summit 
was reached again by three members of a 
German expedition who !tad climbed the Original 
Route (see report 011 page J J). 
Top right: Gasherbrums 4, 3 and 2, J,-0111 the 
South Gasherbrum Glacier. Near right: The 
Polish Route to Gasherbrum 3 (with camps) and 
the Moravec Route to Gasherbrum 2. The new 
French Route is on the right. Far right: G2from 
CJ. The new Polish Nor tit-West Face Route is on 
the left. Top left: The Messner/Habeler Route 
on Gasherbrum ], wit/, the French South Spur 
Route on G2 in the foreground. Photos: Alison 
Chadwick-Onyszkiewicz (5), Peter Habeler (2). 



Rutkiewicz - she led 
successful expedition 

Onyszkiewicz - climbed 
two 26,000ft. peaks 

Habeler - rapid debut at 
high altitude 

Messner - filmed the 
Hidden Peak climb 

Seigneur - new route on 
Gasherbrum 2 

Audoubert - descended 
alone in a storm 
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Late Successes 
After I returned home I was astounded to 

learn of Messner's and Habeler's success 
on Hidden Peak. The first attempt by the 
French in 1936 had involved one of the 
largest expeditions in Himalayan history, 
with 800 porters. Now, the same peak was 
the scene of the smallest expedition ever 
to climb an eight-thousander. The pair 
bivouacked three times above their last 
camp at 20,500ft, climbing unroped most 
of the way on a route Messner describes as 

Below: Another late success of the 1975 season 
was on Chogolisa. Eduard Koblmuller's Austrian 
party approached from the south, by the Kaberi 
Glacier. They then climbed on to the West ridge, 
which was followed to gain the virgin South
West Summit. Camp 3 can be seen in the fore
ground. The route took the shadowy snow slopes 
on the left to reach Camp 4 on the ridge which 
was then followed directly to the summit (with 
one bivouac en route). Photo: Christoph Pollet 

being as difficult as the North Face of the 
Matterhorn. While our expedition was 
renting a warehouse to store twelve tons 
of gear, Messner and Habeler were care
fully sorting only 220lbs. of equipment : 
"We could not afford to have one match 
too few nor one too many". 

A few weeks later news came of the 
Polish success on Gasherbrum 3, the 
world's highest unclimbed mountain. Spon
sored by Begam Bhutto, the Pakistan 
Prime Minister's wife, to celebrate Inter
national Women's Year, the 'Polish Ladies' 
Expedition' was not all ladies and not all 
Polish. One member was Alison Chadwick, 
formerly of Cornwall, now married to a 
Polish maths professor who climbed Ga
sherbrum 3 with her this year and also 
climbed Noshaq (24,58lft.) with her in 1972. 

The expedition was enormously success
ful. Four separate ascents were made of 
three different routes on two summits, 

Below: Chogolisa's distinctive trapezoid shape is just as pronounced from the south as from the north. 
The South-West Summit is on the left and the North-East Summit (first climbed by the Japanese in 
1958) is on the right. There is only a marginal difference in height, the South-West Summit being 
slightly higher at 25,148ft. Kaberi Peak (22,300ft.) is on the right. Photo: Christoph Pollet 
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putting ten climbers on top of peaks 
exceeding 26,000ft. Gasherbrum 3 was 
climbed by two women and two men. A 
purely female team repeated the Moravec 
route on Gasherbrum 2, the highest peak 
ever climbed by an all-women's party. A 
men's team also climbed this route. 
Another men's team traversed Gasherbrum 
2, starting with a new route on the North
West Face and descending by the Moravec 
route on the East Ridge. 

Looking back, it is evident that the most 
successful Karakoram expeditions of 1975 
were either very flexible, or very patient. 
The failures were basically those expedi
tions with a firm schedule and only one 
goal; in other words, the classic Himalayan 
expeditions of the past. Messner's and 
Habeler's success on Hidden Peak points 
the way of the future. Elevation, steepness 
and distance have all been conquered. 
What remains is style. 

For those not able to plan a Messner
style ascent, and that includes 99% of the 
upper crust of world mountaineering, the 
Polish set an example of how an old-style 
expedition can adapt itself to a country in 
which anything that can go wrong will go 
wrong. Their efforts were spread over half 
a year. They could afford to wait out strikes, 
weather and red tape. 

The Golden Age of the Karakoram is 
just beginning. As in the Alps in the nine
teeth century, the major peaks have been 
climbed only by the easiest routes. More 
than half the minor peaks are unclimbed. 
Even Paiju, one of the world's most beauti
ful mountains, is still untrodden. The giant 
granite faces of The Ogre and the Baltoro 
side of Masherbrum are wildly challeng
ing super-alpine climbs. The big ones - K2, 
Broad Peak, and the Gasherbrums - have 
many possible routes ·that will challenge 
generations to come. Last, but certainly 
not least, the myriad granite towers and 
peaks are almost totally untouched. Most 
of today's top Himalayan climbers haw a 
solid background in difficult rock-climbing. 
The Karakoram is destined to become the 
top alpine rock-climbing area in the world. 

Many of the climbers who were most 
eager to leave Pakistan this past season are 
already planning to return. They have 
begun to forget the social problems and to 
remember the allure of the peaks. The 
ascent up the Braldu gorge is a trek from 
the unknown into the familiar. Beyond the 
villages and strange human alterings of the 
landscape, a climber finds the workings of 
nature common to all the world's alpine 
areas: glaciers, rivers, rounded stream 
rocks, moraines, wildlife, clouds, granite, 
blue sky, rain drops, and friends who share 
their passions. It is for this that climbers 
will continue to return to the Karakoram. 

SUMMARY 
Greater Himalaya, Karakoram Range. A report 
on the 1975 American K2 Expedition, and a 
discussion of the experiences of other expedi
tions to peaks in the Baltoro area. 
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GASHERBRUM 4 
GASHERBRUM 4 (26,000ft.) has given the 
entire group of magnificent peaks its name. 
In 1958, this impressive trapezoid-shaped 
mountain, with its pale limestone walls, 
was the goal of a strong expedition organ
ized by the Club Alpino Italiano. and led 
by the well-known Riccardo Cassin of 
Lecco. The other members were Walter 
Bonatti, Bepi De Francesch, Toni Gobbi, 
Carlo Mauri, Giuseppe Oberto, the phy
sician Dr. Donato Zeni, and Fosco 
Maraini, writer-photographer-cinemato
grapher and Far-East scholar. Base Camp 
was placed where the Abruzzi and Southern 
Gasherbrum glaciers meet. By the end of 
June the first three high camps were estab
lished, Camp 3 (20,834ft) being near the 
base of the icefall which spills forth bet
ween Gasherbrums 3 and 4. That tumbling 
mass of twisted ice, with a vertical rise of 
more than 1,600ft., required a week of 
dangerous and difficult work. Camp 4 
(22,638ft.) was placed in a shallow trough 
above the 'Seraccata degli ltaliani', and 
on the 8th of July the North-East Col 
(23,294ft.) was reached for the first time. 
This broad saddle between Gasherbrum 3 
(26,090ft.) and Gasherbrum 4 turned out 

Below: The unclimbed West Face oJGasherbrum 
4, seen from Concordia. The Italians climbed the 
mountain from the north-east. Photo: H. Adams 
Carter 
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to be a real pass, that is, a feasible crossing 
between northern and southern Gasher
brum glacier, which represents the divide 
(watershed) between Shaksgam and Indus. 
The northern slopes of the Col are rather 
steep, but in all likelihood easier to over
come than the 'Seraccata degli Italiani' to 
the south. Camp 5 (23,622ft.) was placed 
above the Col on the North-East Ridge 
of Gasherbrum 4, the projected line of 
ascent, and on July 14 Bonatti and Mauri 
surmounted several rock pinnacles before 
reaching a height of 25,263ft. The decisive 
phase appeared to be imminent when the 
weather broke; conditions got so bad that 

The world's highest mountains, by 
G.O. and Norman Dyhrenfurth 

the entire team had to abandon the mount
tain and withdraw all the way to Base 
Camp. By July 24 things had at last begun 
to move again. Within a week Camp 4 was 
reoccupied and amply stocked. Two strong 
teams, Bonatti and Mauri, and Gobbi and 
De Francesch, pushed on to Camp 5 on 
August 2. Theirs was the task of finding 
a suitable site for Camp 6 at about 24,869ft. 
they also had to carry up sufficent equip
ment and supplies for subsequent summit 
attempts. Their rucksacks weighed some 
35lbs. each; the climbing at such altitude 

was rather demanding (3 to 4), and without 
oxygen sets the men had a very tough time 
of it. A single tent was set up at last under 
the final great 'gendarme', at the base of a 
large chimney. While Bonatti and Mauri 
were busy installing themselves in their 
final assault camp, Gobbi and De Fran
cesch started their descent to Camp 5 in 
moonlight. August 4 held another bitter 
disappointment in store for the summit 
team: Bonatti and Mauri managed to get 
beyond their previous high-point of July14, 
but had to admit defeat some 400ft. below 
the summit. It was very late in the day and 
neither climber was in good condition, 
undoubtedly due to the strenuous work of 
the previous two days. That evening they 
established radio contact with Camp 5, 
which in the meantime had been reached 
by Dr. Zeni, the expedition's medical 
officer. Upon his advice they postponed a 
second summit push and made August 5 a 
day of well-earned rest instead. Gobbi, 
De Francesch and Dr. Zeni paid them a 
visit and carried up fresh provisions -
mostly fruit, juices and plenty of fuel for 
the preparation of liquid food and drinks. 
To top it off they brought some eagerly
awaited letters from home. This medical 
treatment worked wonders indeed, and 
once again everyone was full of optimism 
and confidence. 

August 6, 1958 brought the decision: 
by 8.0 a.m., Bonatti and Mauri reached the 
notch beyond the 'Black Tower', to which 
they had gained access on their previous 
attempt. From here on, everything was 
unknown ground: the 'Black Edge', a thin 
slab of dark granite; beyond it the 'Black 
and White Col', the point of contact 
between the quartz-diorite and the pure
white metamorphic Aghil-limestone. A 
chimney led them to a secondary summit, 
the start of the final ridge, the lofty 
conclusion to that 10,000ft. wall of bright 
marble which lights up the Baltoro Glacier 
along its entire length. The ultimate crown 
of the trapezoid-like summit which towers 
over the amphitheatre of Concordia is 
studded with several pinnacles of near
equal height. That their traverse proved 
difficult (pitches of 5 inf.) is borne out by 
the number of pitons which had to be 
driven, the last one in the final summit rock. 
Bibliography 
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THE BIAFO GLACIER area has, broadly 
speaking, the smallest peaks of the five 
great glaciers of the Karakoram, and for 
this reason has mostly been neglected by 
mountaineers. Right up to World War II 
the area remained imperfectly explored and 
was surrounded by various bizarre con
troversies. The main challenges during 
this period were scientific and cartograph
ical. It is interesting that the situation is in 
the process of being reversed. The con
troversies are essentially resolved and the 
area is fully mapped9 while the mountains, 
although small compared to the giants 
of the Baltoro, are increasingly coming 
into focus as prime targets for the modern 
generation of ' big wailers'. At the time of 
writing not a single major peak in the 
area has been climbed. 

The first European to set eyes on the 
huge rock faces and spiky tops around 
Snow Lake was Sir Martin Conway. In 
1892 he went up the Biafo Glacier, named 
and triangulated the "Ogre" (now Baintha 
Brakk, 23,900ft.), crossed Snow Lake and 
the Hispar Pass and continued down the 
Hispar Glacier to Hunza. He was followed 
by the Bullock-Workmans, Fanny and 
Hunter, who made a number of journeys 
in the Karakoram starting in 1899. Fanny 
Bullock-Workman seems to have worn the 
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trousers and was just as formidable in the 
often acrimonious disputes that followed 
the expeditions as she was in the wilds of 
the Himalaya. The Workmans made a 
survey which they connected to Conway's 
by sitings on a peak which they had in
correctly identified as The Ogre. This 
started the first argument. Others followed 
when they reported that Snow Lake was 
like a polar ice cap and covered an area 
of 300 square miles and, still more out
rageously, that the Sokha Glacier had no 
outlet. This was in spite of the fact that 
they had crossed the Kushuchun Lungma 
river which is now known to drain it. 

In 1937, the fascination of these geo
graphical problems, plus some large blanks 
on the map further north, attracted the 
attention of an expedition which included 
Eric Shipton and Bill Tilman2• These 
redoubtable mountain explorers believed 
in light mobile expeditions and they were 
prepared to make real sacrifices to achieve 
this style of travel. Shipton writes: 

"For meals, no-one needs more than a 
tin mug, a tin plate, a spoon and a pen
knife . . . Tilman was strongly opposed 
to our taking plates, insisting that one 
could eat everything out of a mug . . . 
Soap is a refinement that one soon for
gets ... a teapot is an entirely unneces-

sary gadget of civilisation .. . " 
and so on. They stayed in the mountains for 
five months, during which time Tilman 
wore only one shirt! They surveyed around 
1,500 square miles and climbed numerous 
small peaks. Tilman preferred the climbing 
to the surveying: 

" From the top there was a remarkable 
view, but Auden was ungrateful because 
there was no concrete bed or its equiva
lent for the wretched theodolite. He 
explained at some length and with great 
warmth that readings taken as the 
theodolite sank slowly into the snow 
might be accepted by nit-wits like myself, 
but certainly by nobody else . . . Stunned 
though I was by this verbal storm it was 
impossible not to enjoy the view which I, 
at any rate, had come for, and which was 
all the better for not being looked at 
upside down through the telescope of a 
theodolite2." 

The 300 square mile Snow Lake argu
ment was resolved by Tilman (down to 30 
square miles), as was the glacier with no 
outlet (he found the outlet). But he was an 
unwilling supporter of the scientist's view 
in these matters and at least managed to 
maintain one mystery : 

" .. . we saw in the snow the tracks of an 
abominable snowman. They were 8 

inches in diameter, 18 inches apart, and 
were in a straight line one behind the 
other. The sherpas judged them to 
to belong to the smaller type of snowman 
or Yeti of which there are apparently 
two varieties: the smaller which feeds 
on men, and his larger brother which 
confines himself to a diet of Yaks. I have 
no explanation to offer ... a one-legged 
carnivorous bird weighing perhaps a ton 
might make similar tracks but it seems 
unnecessary to search for a new species 
when we have a perfectly satisfactory 
one at hand in the form of the abomin
able snow man . . . " 2 

Shipton returned with another small 
scale expedition in 1939, 1,4 this time with 
the intention of spending 15 months mostly 
in the uninhabited ranges north of the 
main watershed. The expedition was cut 
short by the outbreak of war, but in the 
three months before this the members 
managed to survey 1,750 square miles of 
territory and solve all the outstanding 
topographical problems associated with the 
contradictory work of their predecessors. 

If, as seems likely, the idea of small 
expeditions becomes popular in the coming 
years it will be worth examining the 
methods of these two Shipton expeditions. 
They covered great distances at high speed 

and visited many summits and cols for 
survey stations. They managed with the 
minimum of equipment and took full 
advantage of natural benefits, like wood 
for fuel and fresh meat that they could 
shoot. It is true they had certain advan
tages, such as the employment of sherpas 
and the conveniences afforded by the 
British Empire. Moreover, they did no 
technical rock-climbing and consequently 
had no need for heavy climbing gear. But 
what is certain is that they enjoyed them
selves and I wonder whether the huge 
amount of gear needed for modern hard 
peaks doesn't spoil some of the pleasure 
and freedom of travel in the hills. Perhaps 
these pre-war groups had it just about 
right. 

The post-war history of the area is 
remarkably short. A group of four from 
the London School of Economics climbed 
some small peaks around Snow Lake in 
1956,5 but apart from this the area was left 
untouched until the 'seventies when politi
cal restrictions were relaxed. First in the 
field, in 1971, was a Sheffield-based 
expedition, led by Don Morrison.6 Their 
target was The Ogre, but they experienced 
such severe transport difficulties that they 
were unable to progress beyond the head of 
the Biafo glacier. Bad weather, bad snow 

Above: The Ogre or Baintha Brakk (23,900/t.), 
the highest peak in the Biafo area, viewed from 
above the Biafo Glacier. Point 6960 (22,834/t.) 
is on the right. Photomontage: Doug Scott 

and porter difficulties forced a return to 
civilization. Subsequent experience has 
shown that these problems, far from being 
unusual, are depressingly common. The 
only helpful information that can be 
gleaned from the various expedition reports 
is that both the Biafo and Choktoi Glaciers 
are substantially dry in August and Sept
ember1•5 and so it would presumably be 
better to travel at this time of the year 
when these glaciers are described as 
extremely easy. 

However, even the limited penetration 
of the area by Morrison was sufficent to 
reveal its incredible potential for big
wall climbing. The Sheffield team brought 
back photographs of the fantastic West 
Biafo wall peaks. These great monoliths 
form a wall starting at the head of the 
glacier. They stand like a row of El 
Capitans, only mostly somewhat bigger. 
The biggest, which has something of a 
Patagonian look, is Sosbun Brakk (21,040 
ft.); an ice-encrusted rock spire of truly 
chilling aspect. Doug Scott set off to 
attempt it with a small group in 1975, but, 
after experiencing his share of transport 
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(Top left:) Sosbun Brakk (21,040ft.). Photo: 
Don Morrison. (Bottom left:) The West Face of 
Latok 2 (23,320ft.). The Japanese party attemp
ted the left-hand ridge. Photo: Ryunosuki 
Takahashi 

problems, settled for an attempt on a 
smaller peak in the group. The climb was 
aborted within striking distance of the top, 
due to the lack of a satisfactory bivouac 
site amongst other problems. 

In 1971, a three-man Japanese team from 
Rikkyo University made a photographic 
reconnaissance of the Southern (Biafo) 
side of the Latok group and also of the 
Sim Gang side of The Ogre. These pictures, 
and Morrison's, combined with Shipton's 
pictures8 of the Northern (Choktoi) side 
of the Latok group, show something 
worth getting excited about. They show 
a line of five peaks only four miles from 
end to end, and all five of such uncom
promising steepness on all sides that it is 
difficult to believe that there is anything 
but the most gruesomely difficult route up 
any of them. They rise sheer from a 
comparatively flat glacier base for about 
7,000ft. In places, fearsome rows of seracs 
cling precariously to the faces. The peaks 
are The Ogre (23,900ft.) Pt. 6960 (22,834ft), 
Latok 1 (23,440ft), Latok 2 (23,320ft) 
and Latok 3 (22,790ft). These walls of 
such awesome steepness remained un
touched until 1975. Two Japanese ex
peditions then took up the challenge7, 

approaching the Latok peaks from the 
Biafo side. A six-man group attempted the 
couloir between Latoks 1 and 3, hoping 
to gain the South-East Ridge of the former. 
The couloir proved highly dangerous and 
they retreated. A second party of fifteen 
climbers, led by Naoki Takada, made 
considerably better progress on Latok 2. 
They placed an Advance Base Camp low 
down on the West Ridge, and continued 
upwards, placing three further camps. 
They were finally defeated by the steepness 
and difficulty of the rock. 

Don Morrison led a second attempt on 
The Ogre in 1975 and was again frustrated 
by transport problems. However, the 
Y orkshiremen enjoyed good sport on some 
of the smaller rock peaks near the Biafo 
Glacier. The availability of quite a pro
fusion of attractive minor peaks, nearly 
all unclimbed, seems to be a feature of the 
area. 

The future of the area as a centre of 
hard big-wall climbing seems assured, 
provided permission from the authorities 
continues to be available. The rock seems 
to be quite good, but the altitude is suffi
cient to present major problems to a 
climber engaged in strenuous rock-climbing 
and no doubt this will encourage the use of 
plenty of aid. 

There is talk of another major British 
expedition to The Ogre involving some big 
names. The safest route appears to be the 
South Ridge (average angle about 60°). 



Perhaps this will be the target, although 
Morrison's 1971 party found the app
roaches somewhat unhealthy. Scott carried 
out his own reconnaisance of the peak in 
1975 and no doubt will have his plans. 

(Above:) The Latok Peaks (left), Point 6960 
(centre right) and The Ogre, from the Choktoi 
Glacier. The North Ridge of Latok 1 is clearly 
outlined in the centre of the picture. Photo: Eric 
Shipton. (Below:) Latoks I and ]from the Baintha 
Lukpar Glacier. The Japanese Couloir is in the 
centre. Photo: Makoto Hara 

The biggest plum is The Ogre, but Pt. 
6960 and the three Latok peaks are scar
cely less attractive. There are possibilities 
of a mixed route on the North (Snow 
Lake) side of The Ogre, and the Japanese 
line on Latok 2 appears feasible, although 
their couloir on Latok 1 looks repulsive. 
The North Ridge of Latok 1 is one of the 
most striking lines anywhere. Looking like 
a giant Walker Spur, it is fairly continuous 
rock, at an average angle of 55°, and 
7,500ft. in height. It is impossible to 

imagine that it would yield to anything 
but the most powerful and sustained 
attempt; any party that manages to climb 
it alpine-style will have made a major 
breakthrough. 

For smaller expeditions there are the 
West Biafo Wall peaks, five or six of which 
seem to offer Yosemite-style rock problems, 
with added difficulties due to ice, the 
approach and the weather. The other sides 
may have easier routes, and some of these 
can be reached by crossing the Sokha La 
which goes through the West Biafo Wall 
to the Sokha Glacier (both the Shipton 
expeditions made this crossing, in each 
case with some difficulty). This would not 
help for Sosbun Brakk and the more 
southerly members of the group, because 
here one needs access to the Sosbun 
Glacier, which cannot be reached easily 
from the Biafo. It can be approached 
independently from the south, via Chok
piong, and gives access to a huge array of 
smaller rock spires plus the South-West 
Faces of Sosbun Brakk and the southern 
members of the West Biafo Wall. Of these, 
I have only seen pictures of Sosbun Brakk, 
and the South-West Face is even more 
appalling than the Biafo Face. · It is very 
steep and has a vast and dangerous looking 
snow mushroom on the top. The use of 
the Sosbun Glacier approach also brings 
two other impressive but feasible-looking 
peaks within reach, namely Ganchen 
(21,200ft) and Hikmul. _. 
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LETTERS 
Ideas on Chalk 

from John Stannard 

Dear Editor, 
The discussion of ridicule, pegs, 
chalk and litter in Mountain 45 
reminds me of an extended 
discussion with you, back in 
1971, when you urged us to use 
ridicule to solve our problem of 
rock damage. As it happens, 
Americans are quite different 
from the British : the use of 
ridicule here would lead only to 
ill-feeling and would cause 
ridicule itself to be the topic of 
hot debate, instead of rock 
damage. Apparently, ridicule 
has worked before in Britain, 
and I certainly hope you will 
meet with success regarding 
the problems of chalk and litter. 
I say this even though I per
sonally would prefer to climb 
in areas where ridicule is not 
the force being used to move 
people. 
Litter is not a serious problem 
here in the Shawangunks, but 
chalk is certainly a current 
topic. Any number of psycho
logical stratagems for control
ling people and their use of 
chalk come to mind, but there 
is no stronger approach than 
that of simply pointing out the 
visual effects being produced 
by its use. You can argue that 
it is a psychological crutch re
placing the need for courage, 
but this approach will get you 
nowhere with people who make 
no special claims about their 
courage. Some have suggested 
that its use be limited to 5.1 Os, 
but I can 't think of anyone who 
needs chalk more than a 5.4 
climber who has strayed on to 
5.7. Instead of talking about 
courage, ideal climbing, or any 
of the other poorly defined 
concepts, I would suggest we 
make known all of the various 
actions each climber can 
choose to take, when he 
decides that he wants to see 
the chalk problem solved or 
reduced . Simple abstinence may 
be the best way, but it is not 
the only way of attacking the 
problem. 
Carry chalk only when you feel 
you are going to need it? 
Carry only a small amount? I 
have been told much smaller 
amounts of real gymnastic 
chalk work just as well. How 
about putting the chalk in a 
'rat' made out of slightly porous 
cloth, and then carrying the 
rat in a chalk bag? Put a little 
charcoal in the chalk, so that 
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its shade matches that of the 
rock. There must be any number 
of effective actions from which 
each of us can choose those 
he likes best. 
In this country we are beginning 
to have increased problems of 
access, at least partly because 
our municipalities and private 
owners are becoming more 
strained financially, and are less 
able to bear the risk of suit by 
an injured and misguided 
climber. Does anyone know of 
an area where the climbers 
have attempted to relieve the 
land manager or owner of this 
risk? Perhaps by carrying the 
cost of an insurance policy in 
the owner's name? Is there 
experience anywhere concerning 
attempts to relieve the land 
manager of the risks posed by 
climbing? 
Sincerely, 
John Stannard (Silver Spring, 
Maryland) 

Tobias the Obscure 

from Chris Jones 

Dear Editor, 
It is difficult to make anything 
of Michael Tobias's Anthro
pology of Ascent (Mountain 
44), because the subject matter 
is so ill-defined. If, as Tobias 
implies, this random collection 
of odds and ends is an outline 
of a forthcoming book, the 
book will be as unintelligible as 
his earlier works. This is a pity 
because Tobias may have 
something to tell us, although 
on the evidence to hand few 
of us will ever know what it is. 
Tobias's plan seems to have 
been to gather together as 
many references to mountains 
as possible, in order to demon
strate that mountains have been 
a central element in human 
society, and to conclude from 
this that climbing is in some 
way ' important'. It would be 
equally possible to gather a 
like number of references to 
animals, or trees, or stars or 
whatever. Like the mountains, 
those universal objects have 
accompan ied man's lonely 
voyage through time and have 
figured in his search for mean-

ing . I believe many of us 
would agree that mountains 
have appealed to holy men 
through the ages, because they 
are a place apart from everyday 
life. They were an ideal retreat 
for indoctrination, where the 
inmates were relatively free 
from persecution. Further, the 
concept of a life after death, 
with its duality of heaven and 
hell, has invariably placed 
heaven beyond the earth. But 
Tobias wants to go beyond 
these straightforward explana
tions and show that mountain 
climbing has been a part of 
various cultures. 
At least, that is what I infer 
from his opening paragraph, 
where he states that a miscel
laneous group of persons 
comes "from a vast collection 
of interconnected cultures, 
sharing milieus and moments of 
risk . Inevitably all aspire toward 
a similar summital terrain or 
image". Summital terrain seems 
to have held little interest to 
the ancients ; why else so few 
early mountain ascents? We 
never learn how these cultures 
are interconnected, but it seems 
to be through the mountain 
milieu. This is a negligible con
nection . Are the Aborigines 
connected to the desert Arabs 
because they are both nomadic? 
And what are the moments of 
risk of which he speaks? 
The sweeping generalizations 
of the opening paragraph set 
the tone for the rest of the 
rambling journey through 
Tobias's collection of quotations. 
The mind is staggered by such 
inanities as : " The motif of 
verticality is implicit in all 
architecture". But why stop 
there? Why not suggest that 
the motif of verticality is im
plicit in man because he stands 
upright? 
Having disposed of the mountain 
as symbol, Tobias goes on to 
speak of the mountain as ob
jective. We read that Climacus 
divided his time between 
prayer, writing and climbing. 
The inference here is that this 
was climbing as understood by 
Mountain readers. However, I 
doubt that it was more than a 
strenuous hike or scramble. (Is 
this where Tobias would have 
his holy men share their 
moments of risk?) Real moun
tain climbing involves skill and 
risk. Are there any records of 
such skills, or of any accidents? 
Mountain climbing has had 
several apologists who want to 

explain its significance in the 
greater scheme of things. It is 
mostly pretty dull, pretentious 
stuff. There is more about our 
sport, and life, in a column by 
McNaught-Davis than in all of 
Anthropology of Ascent. 
Finally, why the arcane lan
guage? Is Tobias deliberately 
trying to be obscure; does he 
think it is more learned? The 
vast majority of people with 
worthwhile ideas have been 
able to communicate to their 
fellows in plain language. 
Yours sincerely, 
Chris Jones (Berkeley) 

The Future of Eldorado 
Springs Canyon 

from Steve Wunsch and 
Jim Erikson 

Dear Editor and Readers, 
Eldorado Canyon, one of 
America's finest rock-climbing 
areas, is under consideration 
for being converted into a 
state park. Both the state of 
Colorado and the present 
owners are in favour of this, 
but raising funds for private 
projects these days is difficult. 
So far, $100,000 has been 
appropriated for title search, 
planning and options on the 
land. Presumably, the state 
would not have taken these 
steps if it did not seriously in
tend the eventual purchase of 
the canyon. However, in the 
light of the current frailty of 
state budgets, it is imperative 
that public support for the 
project be continuously demon
strated, since much more will 
be needed to complete the 
acquisition. To this end, we 
have instituted the following : 
(1) A petition will soon appear 
in your local climbing store. 
Eldorado climbers, past, present 
and hopefully future would 
greatly appreciate your name in 
support of the canyon's 
preservation . 
(2) Under the auspices of the 
Colorado Mountain Club, a 
fund has been created for the 
purpose of receiving private 
donations to help the state 
with its purchase. This has 
been named the Diana Hunter 
Memorial Fund, in honour of a 
long -time friend and resident of 
Eldorado whose enjoyment of 
the red walls will long be 
remembered by those who 
climbed with her there. Dona
tions to this fund are tax 
deductable. Make cheques 
payable to : 'CMC Foundation 



for Eldorado', and send them 
and all other correspondence 
to : The Diana Hunter Memorial 
Fund, Box 395, Eldorado 
Springs, Colorado 80025. 
Although it may take several 
years for the state to complete 
its intended acquisition, it is 
important for all interested 
parties to demonstrate support 
now, since the Parks Commis
sion will be asking that addi
tional appropriations for 
options be included in the 
1976 budget. 
Yours etc., 
Steve Wunsch 
Jim Erikson (Boulder) 

The B.M.C. and Education 

from John Disley 

Dear Sir, 
In the article, ' Under Pressure', 
in Mountain 47, the paragraphs 
that expanded the argument of 
the climbers in the case against 
the M.L.T.B. attributed several 
lines of reasoning to myself -
and then derided them. 
As a member of the Climbers· 
Club, and not just as an educa
tionalist, may I please make a 
couple of points that are often 
overlooked in the debate? 
Firstly, I don't doubt that 
"scores of B.M.C. member 
clubs" are concerned with more 
than just rock and ropes, but, 
along with many other climbers, 
I am not convinced that this 
group is totally identified with 
the B.M.C.'s philosophy over 
the M.L.T.B. With only about 
thirty present (including the 
officers) at the last B.M.C. 
A.G.M., I cannot believe that 
the corporate thoughts of the 
mountaineering clubs have yet 
been canvassed . 
Of course, the B.M.C. has every 
right to be concerned about 
the M.L.C., for obviously the 
end product of an M.L.C. 
indoctrination is a potential 
mountaineering club member. 
It is important that these young 
tyros get the right attitudes to 
our sport at school. I hope that 
the B.M .C. is always in a posi
tion to feed into the M.L.T.B. its 
views on these attitudes. 
Secondly, may I answer the 
writers' points about the rights 
of governing bodies vis-a-vis 
the schools section? If you 

look around the British sporting 
scene, you will find that prac
tically every sport has a break
away schools section which 
acts independently of the adult 
sector. The English Schools 
Football Association, for in
stance, has little contact with 
the Football Association. And 
why? - because the school
teachers do not approve of the 
way adult soccer is going. This 
is a fact of life that the B.M.C. 
has to face : teachers are 
powerful organizers, and if they 
don't approve of the service or 
philosophy offered by the 
governing body, then they will 
construct their own alternative 
structure. This has happened 
in soccer, athletics, boxing, 
swimming, and dozens of other 
sports. Very few governing 
bodies have managed to avoid 
this dichotomy, and more is the 
pity. 
I personally deprecate any 
fragmentation in sport and think 
that the setting up of a schools 
organization is probably a sad 
reflection on the governing 
body's ability to understand 
the special responsibilities and 
aspirations of the educational 
world. 
I believe that Alan Blackshaw, 
the B.M.C. President, under
stands this important point and 
will be able to prevent the 
B.M.C. from pressurizing the 
M.L.T.B. into break away action. 
He will certainly have my help 
and assistance, whatever 'hat' I 
might be wearing - educational, 
mountaineering or Sports 
Council. 
Yours sincerely, 
John Disley (Hampton) 

Editor's Note: John Disley 
writes as a member of the 
Climbers' Club, though he is 
also Vice-Chairman of the 
Sports Council and a member of 
the M.L.T.B. However, the 
Climbers' Club is understood to 
support the Hunt proposals, 
which form the basis of the 
'pressure' on the M.L. T.B. that 
Disley refers to . 
In 'Under Pressure', Audrey 
Salkeld reported on the Snow
donia National Park proposals; 
the other two items were 
compiled by Ken Wilson. .& 

"DUVET KITS" £10 (U.K.) 
Or S.A.E. for details to: 
R. Clayton, 18 Fitzroy Rd, Bradford, W. Yorks BD3 9PD. 
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The Himalayas from the Air 

by Keiichi Yamada 

Tokyo Shinbum: 6,300 Yen 

This is a large format (11 ½"x8½") 
photographic book. It contains 
thirty-six double-page black
and-white photos, depicting 
tantalizing details of the main 
mountain ranges of the Nepal 
Himalaya. Each photo has the 
mountains labelled in English, 
though the captions and other 
textual items are all in Japanese. 
The frontispiece is a magni
ficent, detailed colour photo of 
the top section of Everest's 
South-West Face. 
Yamada has picked out telling 
views of a whole host of unfa
miliar faces and buttresses and, 
just as Bradford Washburn's 
photos have stoked the fires of 
Alaskan climbing for the past 
twenty years, so, too, should 
this book open up countless 
new areas to the ambitious 
Himalayan climber. There is 
nothing fancy about these 
photos: they are just straight
forward aerial record shots; 
but, from the standpoint of 
planning routes, this is all the 
more useful. Despite the 
Japanese text, the portfolio 
stands on its own as an essen-

tial addition to the libraries of 
serious students and expedition 
planners. 
Enquiries should be sent to: 
Tokyo Shinbum, Konan, 
Minato-ku, Tokyo. 
Ken Wilson 

Carneddau 

by Les Holliwell 

Climbers' Club: £2.70 

This excellent guidebook pro
vides the first comprehensive 
statement of what Llech Ddu, 
Craig Yr Ysfa and the Black 
Ladders have to offer. Llech 
Ddu, in particular, stands re
vealed as being second only to 
Cloggy in terms of the number, 
quality and difficulty of its 
climbs. There are twenty-four 
routes on the cliff of VS and 
above, and Les Holliwell and 
his brother, Lawrie, were indivi 
dually or collectively involved 
in the first ascents of ten of 
them. 
Bearing this recent development 
in mind, the guide is strikingly 
slim in comparison with its 
predecessor. This has been 
achieved in three ways. Various 
minor outlying crags have been 
jettisoned; evicted and adrift, 
they presumably await some 

benevolent guidebook author 
to take them in. The layout is 
much streamlined and ex 
tremely clear; in fact, the dia 
gram of Llech Ddu is so 
perfect that it almost makes the 
text redundant. Finally, Les has 
wielded his censor's pen with 
commendable gusto, erasing 
some really appalling climbs. 
His justification for this 
deserves to become a classic : 

"The area has vast potential 
for almost any party with a 
will to pioneer lines. But 
surely it is foolish to burden 
posterity with more sins than 
need be : short rock pitches 
on remote tops or suicidal 
'Diffs' covered with green 
slime are esoteric 'germs' 
best left for the ardent 
masochist to relish with 
rediscovery. Guidebooks 
tend to get cluttered with the 
debris of the undiscerning 
and the follies of the vain". 

Neither has he shirked taking a 
hard line with the rock that has 
been left in the guide. His 
statement that he managed to 
climb almost all the routes 
(boast or apology?) makes the 
mind boggle almost as much 
as his feet no doubt did in 
performing the task. It is im-

portant that others are saved 
similar purgatory, and it is good 
to see bold statements like : 
"Creigiau Gleision is perhaps 
the worst cliff in the area" . No 
one can say he has not been 
warned! 
Similarly, the guide makes a 
much needed distinction be
tween the excellence of the 
climbing on Amphitheatre 
Right Wall and the " generally 
poor quality" of the rest of 
Craig Yr Ysfa . One could per
haps quarrel with the fact that 
only one route, The Groove on 
Llech Ddu, gets the ultimate 
accolade of three stars, and 
there seems to be a bit of an 
inconsistency in describing Ed 
Drummond's Great Arete with 
pegs for aid, when Pete Livesey 
and Steve Foster have climbed 
it completely free . 
These are only nits to pick, 
though . 
Guidebooks should combine 
the exactness of an A-Z Street 
Atlas with the allure of a glossy 
holiday brochure, and this one 
does. Many climbers will start 
drawing up their sports plans 
for the summer when they 
read it. 
Dave Cook ~ 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) h ire out Camping, Mountaineering and Ski-ing 
Equ ipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C. T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic, Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd ., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C) 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S). 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick's Mountain Shop, 
531 Milton Road, 
Toowong. 
Tel. 07.702294 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354 (C) (M) (S). 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W., 41 
Tel. 403.283.5551 (C) (M) (S). 
Alberta: Calgary 
Fresh Air Experience, 
720 17th Avenue S.W. 
Tel. 403.261 .7900 (C) (M) (S) . 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd ., 
557 Richards Street, V68 2Z5. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Alpine Crafts Equipment, 
1286 Kingsway. 
Tel. 604.879.7431 (M). 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast: Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816 (S) . 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180 
Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27 /29 Martineau Square. (S). 
Tel. 021.236.9383 
Birmingham 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road. (C). 
Tel. 021.454.8771 
Blackburn 
J. and J. Kirkham, 
9-11 Higher Church Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157 
Bristol 
Blacks of Greenock, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0272.23166 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre (C) . 
22 High Street, Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate. 
Tel. 0246.68203 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01 .688.2667 
Darlington 
J . Clementson (Darlington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0302.67755 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0382.24501 / 2 
Dundee 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
93-117 Princes Street. (C). 
Tel. 0382.43766 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 (C) (S) . 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road . 
Tel. 041.332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M). 
Tel. 041.332.4814 
Glasgow 
Blacks of Greenock, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4007 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Halifax 
The Outdoor Centre, 
3 Princes Arcade. 
Tel. 0422.65549 

Harrison' s Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out -of- Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061.368.1558 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C) . 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 

Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.33045 
Leeds 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
21 / 22 Grand Arcade. (C). 
Tel. 0532.458634 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43a Harrington Street, 2. 
Tel. 051 .236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Pindisports, 
14/ 18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01 .242.3278 
London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/ 5 Uxbridge Road, W.3 . 
Tel. 01.992.6642 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01.723.5252 
London 
Y.H .A. Servi ces Ltd., 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01 .839.1722 (S) . 

London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
309 Brompton Road, S.W.3. 
Tel. 01.581 .2127 (S) (M) . 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.7541 / 2 
London 
Blacks of Greenock, 
22 Grays Inn Road, W.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.4426 
Macclesfield 
The Penn ine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
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Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S). 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. {C). 
Tel. 061.748.6408 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119 

Manchester 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road . 
Tel. 0642.48916 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles), 
177 Westgate Road. (S). 
Tel. 0632.23903 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 

Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Queen Street. 
Tel. 0768.4505 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. Tel. 0705.29410 

Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793 

Rochdale 
Jeff Connor Outdoor Centre, 
120/122 Drake Street. 
Tel. 0706.342062 (C) (M). 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631 
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Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 021.556.0802 

West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 021.553.1670 

Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
6 High Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876 

Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/5 King Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567 

EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut Ltd., 
28 Stephen Street Lower, 2. 
Tel. 0001.781.358 .(C) (M) 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 177 

Oslo 
Sport Co. A / S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Reaid Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 (C) (S). 

California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel. 415.845.8600 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
2160 University Avenue, 94704. 
Tel. 415.848.7866 {C) (M) (S). 

California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, (C) (M). 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. Tel. 408.374.7777 

California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A 16-2 

California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745 (C) (S). 

California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110 (C) (M) (S) . 

California: Glendora 
Pack and Piton, 
1000 E. Alosta Avenue, 91740. 
Tel. 213.335.0414 (C) (M) (S) . 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 . 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S). 

California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164 (C) (M) (S) . 

California: Lancaster 
Dan's Skiing & Mountaineering, 
844 W. Lancaster Blvd . 93534. 
Tel. 805.942 0804 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. Tel. 714.934.2423 
(C) (M) (S) . 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917 (C) (S). 

California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds, 
443 12th Street, 92101. 
Tel. 714.232.2167 (C) (M) (S). 

California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401 . 
Tel.805.541.1533 (C) (M) (S). 

California: San Francisco 
The Smilie Co. (C) (M) (S). 
575 Howard Street, 
94105. Tel. 415.421.2459 

California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Tarzana 
The Mountain Store, 
5425 Reseda Boulevard, 91356. 
Tel. 213.881.5111 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408 (C) (M) (S\ 

California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) . 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
1750 30th Street, 80301. 
Tel. 303.442.3551 (M) (S). 

Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.4791 (C) (M) (S) . 

Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. Tel. 303.377.2783 
(C) (M) (S). 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.3373 

Colorado : Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M). 
Colorado: Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd., 
80227. Tel. 303.986.5541 
(C) (M) (S). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S). 

Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall, 83704 
Tel. 208.376.3731 (S) (C). 

Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W . 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133 (C) (M) (S). 

Idaho: Sun Valley 
Snug Mountaineering, 
Box 122, 83353. 
Tel. 208.726.3808 (S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832 (C) (M) (S). 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) . 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue, 55403. 
Tel. 612.336.3884 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 

N.H.: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street, 03262. 
Tel. 603.745.2767 (M) (S). 

New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc., 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
Tel. 716.837.3300 (C) (M) (S) . 

New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868 (C) (M) (S) . 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561 . 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S). 

New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838 (C) (M) (S) . 



thor 
point 

Outstanding all -w eather 
garment, the THOR SUIT 
is in 4oz. neoprene. 
Two -way front 
opening velcro. 
flap, two zipped 
side pockets'. ' 
velcro cuff 

.,. 
,..Just one of the great seislction 

of thoughtfully designed ,waterprQofs fro.m: .. 
B6R6HJIUS 34 Dean Street 

Newcastle upon 
Tyne NE1 1PG 

DUNLOPRUFE NYLON MATERIAL, thread, eyelets, zips, buckles, straps, 
velcro, cord, everything to make your own equipment, cagoules, rucsacs, tents, 
etc., For free information write: 
Tor Sales, 5 Lyndon Grove, Runcorn, WA7 5PP. 

Oregon: Corvallis 
Recreational Sports Warehouse, 
500 S.W. 2nd Street, 97330. 
Tel. 503.752.5612 (C) (M) (5). 

Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701 . 
Tel. 717.326.6537 (C) (M) (S). 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J. D. Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters 
Afton Ave. (in the Buttonwood 
Barn), 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 

Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101 (C) (M) (S) . 

Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623 (M) (S). 

Washington : Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 98105. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) . 

Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
501 E. Pine Street, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.0501 (C) (S) . 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220 
Tel. 509.328.5020 (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S). 

Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347 (S). 

Wyoming: Casper 
Cross Country Mountaineering, 
128 W. Second, 82601. 
Tel. 307 237.2071 (C) (S) . 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
( P.O. Box 1533) , 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S). 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C). 
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MAKE A GREAT 
RUCKSACK ••• 
1 Attaching straps for tent, sleeping bag 

etc. · 

2 Quick opening buckles custom 
designed for their job. 

3 Height adjustment on frame. 
4 Tapered shoulder straps, 2 place 

adjustment. 
5 100% Nylon straps through entire 

length of shoulder straps - 1600 lbs 
breaking strain. 

6 Large capacity (70 litres) - low weight 
(2 kilos). 

7 Padded hip belt . 
8 Epoxy coated, special alloy frame

high strength, low weight. Argon 
welded joints . 

9 Back rods keep load oil back 
and strengthen frame. 

10 2 compartment main space, Nylon 
fabric, double PU coated and 
silicone proofed. 

11 Corrosion free Nylon zips. 

12 Large side pockets with vertical zips 
for easy access. 

13 Shaped top flap for watertight closure, 
patented drawcord clasp and large pocket. 

14 Sleeves for ice axe, tent poles etc, straps 
top and bottom . 

15 Leather pad for crampons etc. 

16 Top extension inside for emergency 
bivouac. 

These are features of the 'Finnmark', they are not available in all 
Bergans models - but you won't get any of them in some other 
brands. Get details of other Bergans sacks now. 

48 



When~ 
life is in the balance 
we'll help you keep 

yourliead. 
One of the most important pieces of a 

climbers equipment has got to be a helmet. 
The Ultimate Helmet has been tested 

relentlessly for impact resistance, shock 
absorbancy and toughness, to give you the 
best possible protection you can find. 

You'll find our helmet astonishingly light,well 
ventilated and comfortable. 

We make it self coloured fibreglass, 
attractive and hard-wearing. The harness is 
adjustable to fit all but the most unique head. 

We consider all heads are unique and worth 
protecting in the best possible way - with an 
Ultimate Helmet. 

For more information about our helmet and 
indeed our whole range of equipment, ask 
nearest dealer or post off the coupon to: 

Ultimate Equipment Ltd . 
The Butts, Warkworth, Morpeth 
Northumberland, England NE65 OSP 

r-------------7 Please send me; Ultimate Catalogue, further information 

I ultimateoom '"~:::··" m,rn emmec '"'" TICk I 

I EOJIR\!lENT ----1 

we can supply ,-•-------~-, 
everything but the mountain! 

We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, Duvets, 
Waterproof Clothing. Specialise in Backpacking Gear. Plus 
over 40 Tents suitable for Mountain use: names like Clog, Stubai, 
Snowdon, Peck, M .S . R., Bonaiti Cassin, Simond, Chouinard, 
Viking, Mammut, Joanny, Ede/rid, Troll, Salewa, Optimus, 
J.B., MOAC, Henri-Lloyd, Helly Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, 
Point Five, Mountain, Soppy, G. & H., Dachstein, Karrimor, 
Berghaus, Camp Trails, Hawkins, Kastinger, Scarpa, 
Robusta, La Dolomite, Blacks, Vango, Saunders, Marecha/, 
Turblokken, Spring/ow, Ranch House. 

WE HAVE A 
SPECIAL CONTRACT 

DEPARTMENT 
FOR CLUB AND 
EDUCATIONAL 

ORDERS 

You will be dealing with experts - Les 
Halliwell is our technical adviser. Before 
buying your gear, write or phone for our 
EXTRAORDINARY COMPETITIVE 
FREE PRICE LIST Offering Substan
tial Savings. Barclay/ Access accepted. We 
have a large Mail Order Department - most 
items immediate despatch with 7-day 
approval service. 
Specialists in supplying equipment to 
overseas expeditions 

AND FOR 
PERSONAL & DIRECT 

EXPORT 

23/25 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex. Tel. (STD 0277) 221259 

Only 10 minutes from Brentwood Station ; 30 minutes from 
London 's Liverpool Street Station (Southend Line). ---------1

1 
I Please send me vour free pnce /1st. 

Name 

Address 

I 
I 

.!!~'f_ ____ _J I 
Address 

(M05 ) I 
AdventurewithUltimateconftdence ■• • • - -----· 49 
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The highest campers in the world require a special sort of equipment. 
The 1975 British South West Face Expedition selected Karrimor Box Tents, 
Orienteer Frames, Randonneur Pack Sacs, Gaiters, Overboots and Karrimats. 

All of this equipment is tried and tested regularly and is sewn by some 
of the best machinists in the business-and backed by one of the most 

experienced development teams in the world . 

Send for our 28 page colour catalogue. 

karrimor International ltd. 
Avenue Parade Accrington Lancashire England 



Climbing School 

1he finest In U.S. and European equipment 
from Paul Ross, Bill Aughton and Frank Simon 

U.S.Distributorsof theJ.B.Hard Hat, 
ctog,Karrimor, Troll & Mt.Equipment 

Box494, Main st., NorthCooNay, 
New Hampshire. U.SA tel. 603.356.5287 

DON WHILLANS 
RECOMMENDS 

. lOPP 
. OGS 

r" A ACTION 
'.JS WEAR 

Cagoules, Jackets, 
Trousers, All-in-one 
Suits, Overboots, 
Gaiters and Mitts. 

Produced from the revolutionary BROLLIBOND (Reg .) process 
which is lightweight, windproof, waterproof, small in bulk, non
freezing, and has increased insulation properties . These factors 
make it ideal for a wide variety of outdoor activities. 

STOCK TOPP TOGS NOW! FOR GREATER PROFITABILITY 

Manufactured by Tangroad Ltd., Kirby Works, Withnell 
Fold, Industrial Estate, Chorley, Lanes. PR6 SBA. 

Tel. Brinscall 830101 

A top-selling 
lightweight 
boot because 
of its exceptional 
lightness, supple 
leather and soft 
padding. One piece 
upper is bonded to a 
substantial sole. Also has 
a fully sewn-in padded tongue. 

07 
a great 
little 

number! 

Ask for it at your local retailer or consult the manufacturers: 

BCD1GH 11) ·s 34 Dean Street ti~ .JIU Newcastle upon 
Tyne NE1 1PG 

Swiss Mountaineering School 
ALPINE SPORTSCHULE GOTTHARD, CH-6490 ANDERMATT 

Tel. 01041 /44/6 77 33 
Ski-Touring - Instruction Courses - Spring Climbing - Kajak Courses 

Instruction on rock and ice for beginners and experienced climbers 
Touring weeks - Private Tours - Hiking weeks - Survival Course 
Expeditions. Please ask for our Spring and Summer Programmes. 

LOCH Ell CENTRE 
Fort William 
SCOTLAND 

COME CAMPING, CLIMBING. SKI-ING WITH QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT PLUS EXPERIENCED ADVICE FROM 

• For your climbing, sailing or canoeing course or holiday 

• Residential or non-residential 

• Please send S.A.E. for our brochure 

TEBBUTT'S 
35 MARKET PLACE, WEDNESBURV. Tel. 021-556 0802 

1 mile from M1. M5 & MS. Ample free parking, list of routes and 
street map free (We also have an indoor Ski School - 64ft. slope). 

Join the Austrian 
Alpine Club 

~.,, ~~ 
f yf\ 
~ ,"?;--

f ~~,,,<;;; 
~ ~~~ ::\~ 

, f~ovcl 
' ~❖ ,. -~6<J ~~ 

~"'0cr,; 
,. X)~ ❖ 

◊◊~~~ 
~ ·§>~ ~~ ~'?(, 

Membership benefits: Alpine: Tours and Courses; 50% reduction on ~ f o/\'b-'...,~❖ ~ 
accommodation charges in club huts; reciprocal membership rights in f. ·...,'b-❖ ~o- ~~ 
Switzerland, France, Italy, Germany .. ; insurance; relief fund; maps; etc ... ~ -:,,'◊ ~o ◊0 
At home: meet and lecture programme; discounts on gear; etc... • f .. ~ o-~~~~ 
Send the coupon, write or phone for full details and application form. ~ /4.,. 0 «;,,.,,.._ ~ ~ M 
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B8R6HJIUS 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1 PG England • Telephone: 0632 23561 ____ _ 
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(ii) Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c/ o 56 Sylvester Road, London N.2. 



Weather Gear this light really be waterproof? 

Paer -~tor• 
makes great looking climbers! 
FROM CLIMBING AND 
SPORTS SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 

PETER STORM ALSO MANUFACTURES: 
Bukflex 'No Sweat ' Foul W eather Gear 
PVC on Nylon Foul W eather Gear · 
Oi led W ool Sweaters 

Lightweight foul weather gear is superb to wear, but 
only if it is 100% waterproof and tough. That depends 

on "high count" nylon, carefully proofed with 
minimum of six layers of a specially form 
polyurethane coating to fabric and seam 

Peter Storm uses his own uniquely 
polyurethane which assures you 
waterproof featherweight clot · 
anywhere. It's a Peter S 
That's why Peter S 
written gu 
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