


Six of the 
best 
by Camp Trails 
RIDGELINE This popular economy bag will delight the beginner or 
casual hiker who nevertheless wishes to carry a substantial load . Two 
large outside zip pockets - Nylon tie down cords on storm flap. Made 
in orange weatherproof urethane coated nylon. Medium and large sizes. 
2560 Cu.in. 
CRUISER FRAME The famous cruiser frame that doesn't let you down. 
Alluminium alloy tube, heliarc welded with four cross members gives 
you a frame of incredible strength and lightness - Nylon backband and 
padded shoulder straps make for more comfort and enjoyment. 

MOOSE A specialist bag designed for awkward or unstable loads . Criss 
cross lash cords pull tight to secure load firmly to the frame, as your 
load becomes smaller at the end of the trek. Two large pockets -
hooded zips. Drawstring and cord lock on deep storm flap. 
Extendable top - Green or orange urethane coated nylon . 
Medium and large sizes. 4860 Cu.in. 

SKYLINE CRUISER FRAME Identical to the cruiser frame but with 
the addition of a padded hip belt which places the load comfortably on 
the pelvis, and the floating mounting ensures that jogging of the load 
does not put undue strain on the bone structure. 

TIMBERLINE A large capacity straight 
through bag, made to the usual high Camp 
Trails standards. Five huge pockets with 

hooded zips. Map pocket with Velcro 
fastening - Nylon tie cords on deep storm 
flap. 4230 Cu.in. 

ASTRAL CRUISER Alluminium alloy tube 
- heliarc welding for strength . Vee bar truss 

to resist diagonal forces . No horizontal 
bar to bang your head . Angled . Pre

stressed bars to distribute stresses 
evenly. FLOATING padded 

hip belt. Adjustable shoulder 
straps. 

Write to Moac for a full 
colour catalogue
then ask your 
dealer for the 
best! 

Mountaineering .Activities Limited Wellington Place, Liverpool Road, Manchester M3 4N 



Hungng 
forthe 

Ultimate 
wind~ 

You bet your little cotton jacket 
you are! 

Well Ultimate Equipment can 
now offer you everything you've 
been hunting for in a windproof 
jacket. 

We've named it appropriately 
The Falcon. 

This new jacket is strong, 
rugged and, like its namesake 
completely at home in cold windy 
conditions. 

Dependable, high quality 
workmanship, together with the 
following sound design features 
make The Falcon unbeatable 
among cotton jackets. 

Made from terylene cotton fabric, 
constructed of a blended terylene cotton thread 

with full weight breathable nylon lining. 

Self repairing 
reversible medium weight 
nylon coil zipper with full 

front flap to keep out 
wind and rain . 

2 chest level 
vertically zippered 

map pockets . 

2 position snap fastened 
adjustable cuffs. 

Full-proofed 
hood, lined with cotton 

for comfort. 

P.V. coated nylon shoulder 
yoke for complete 

waterproofing 
in that area, giving 

triple layer 
across shoulders. 

2 cargo pockets 
incorporating 

2 hand warmer 
pockets. 

Ask to see The Falcon at . 
I · 1' 

your nearest U ti mate . ('i ~ 
dealer or write to:- / / ·-

Ultimate Equipment i-'.+ 
Limited. The Butts, .t_:~."'.' 

Northumberland " ·· : 

Nc65 OSP. ultima y 

EQJIPMENT 
Adventure with Ultimate confidence 
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The highest campers in the world require a special sort of equipment. 
The 1975 British South West .Face· Expedition selected Karrimor Box Tents, 
Orienteer Frames, Randonneur Pack Sacs, Gaiters, Overboots and Karrimats. 

All of this equipment is tried and tested regularly and is sewn by some 
of the best machinists in the business-and backed by one of the most 

experienced development teams in the world . 

Send for our 28 page colour catalogue. 

karrimor International ltd. 
Avenue Parade Accrington Lancashire England 



265MW 

. : Ii ht. Sleeps 2/3. 
A roornv tent yet ~urpns1~~1:h s~des so that either 

Inner and tly have zJ~o~~he entrance leaving 
side can be use 'de tor kit storage. 

the other s1 

This and the other range of VANGO micro
weight tents plus the NEW Robert Saunders 
lightweight"can be found in our new 12 page 

supplement. 

Mountain 
----Centre Ltd 
34 DEAN ST. NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE Tel. 23561/2/3/4 

He's one of 
the country's 
most experienced 
$Uppliers of Mountain 
Clothing and Equipment. 

20 years of buying and supply
ing Camping , Climbing and 
Outdoor Equipment have 
taught us a lot - firstly that 
only the best quality merchan-

Bryan G. Stokes 

dise is good enough and this 
has to be sold at competitive 
prices - write for our price list 
and Catalogue and see what 
I mean. 

9 Charles Street, Sheffield, Yorks . Tel. : 27525 

REI knows 
the ropes 
Because we use them . 

Mammut Dynamic Climbing Rope 
A dependable Swiss-made rope . 
Withstands high impact stresses . 
Easy handling and holds knots well. 
It's a rope with a four fall safety 
factor. Conforms to UIAA standards . 
11 mm x 150'. Red / Blue, Yellow / Blue . 

$109.50 
postpaid 

Mammut Dynaflex Climbing Rope 

Top of the line wi th even more 
reserve streng th . Durable . It conforms 
to UIAA standards with a six fall 
safety factor. 11 mm x 165'. 
Orange / Red . Yellow / Red . (See 
other climbing items in our full-co lor 
catalog included with purcha se.) 
Annual money-back dividend to 
Co-op members . 

Shop REI in Seattle and Berkeley . 
Use coupon below . 

□ Enclosed is my check or money 
order for -- Dynamic or -
Dyn aflex rope(s) . 
Color(s) _________ _ 

Offer expires March 15, 1977. 
Add sales tax for California and 
Washington deliveries only. 
0 I want to be a MEMBER, 

enclosed is $2.00 . 
□ Please send me FREE color 

catalog only. 

NAME __________ _ 

ADDRESS ________ _ 

CITY __________ _ 

STAT E _____ ~ IP ___ _ 

M-9-M 

Recreational Equiprnent Inc . 
" The Original Outdoo r Co-co-Est 1938" 

P O Box 22090. Seattle . WA 98122 
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WILDERNESS 
EXPERIENCE 

mountain 
packs 

Our specialty is packs . From large expedi
tion frame packs down to the Humming
bird Day Pack . 16 designs in all, each 
made to be used and used hard . 

We use only the finest materials combined 
with quality craftsmanship to produce 
packs that last. Before buying your next 
pack, compare ours to others . Look close
ly and you will see why we can guarantee 
our packs against defects in materials and 
workmanship for as long as you own 
them. 

Our catalog is free and available at your 
WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE dealer or by 
writing directly to us. 

WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE 
9421 Winnetka Ave. Chatsworth, CA. 91311 

alpinl 
Write for details to: 

I.S.M. p.o. box 25, Leyain, Switzerland. 

BeCK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
Handmade of neoprene nylon, the best iron buckles 
and copper belt rivets, hand set with our own special 
tool. Neoprene nylon does not ice up . Heat sealed 
edges provide further protection against ice build up. 
Will not stretch. No-time-limit guarantee. 
Makers of the famous Chouinard Crampon Straps. Write for free catalog. 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS - BOX 1038 
CRESCENT CITY, CALIFORNIA 95531 

PENNINE CENTRE AT 
CAMPING & CARAVAN 

DISTRIBUTORS 
' 1' or all your mountaineering requirements 

~ ~ '-1/")~ROSSALLSTREET 
MACCLESFIELD 

TEL.20167 
Open7days 

10amto6pm 
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. LEWA 
CRAtvlPONS 

to stand and rely on 
~ inanypace 



• The MOUNTAINEERS 
71-9 Pike St., Seattle, WA 98101 

YAKPAKTM 
for Alpine Climbing 
(also Backpacking) 

The marriage of a very deep
ly contoured sack and our pat
ented X-Suspension produce 
superb balance where footing 
is delicate and greater freedom 
of movement particularly up
ward arm reach. 

Specifications-Frame. none; 
properly packed, the load supports 
itself. Compartmentalization: None. 
( External pockets on some models. I 
Capacity: Approx . 4000 cu . in ., 
35 to 55 lbs. Access : Top, 40 in . 
circumf., drawcord sleeve with zip
pered, dome-shaped flap; bottom, 
semi-circular 38-inch zipper against 
back. 

Illustrated: Super Alpinist, fully 
lined, wt. 50 oz., 79.00. Five other 
models, from 30 oz. to 52 oz., 39.00 
to 79.00. 

Catalog free to North American 
residents . Others: Please send 
$1 U.S . for handling and postage 
(refundable on purchase). 

P.O. Box 70256, Dept. B 
Seattle, WA 98107 

The Yak Works 

R.D. R()CK BOOT 

A firm favourite for 
years. Made from top 
quality split leather in 
brown, with semi rigid 
sole and narrow fit. 
Like all Galibier rock 
bo6ts it hlls 'to the 
toe· lacing for accurate 
acljustment. 

Sizes 33 to 46 plus 
sizes Continental. 

P.A. TROLL 

New model. Same 
basic design as old 
model hut with new 
cling rubber sole and 
rand for maximum 
friction . Wide fit suits 
'British foot '. Upper of 
high quality canvas 
witll red suede rein
forcing. 

Sizes 2 to 12 plus l 
sizes British. 

Galibier 
distributed in the UK 
by troll 

Designed by Australian 
climber Rick White . 
Uppers of top quality 
blue split leather, rein
forcing bands in red . 
Very similar to R.D . 
rock boot, but with 
wide fit like P.A . for 
maximum comfort. 

Sizes 2 to 12 plus ½ 
sizes British. 

YOSEMITE 

Royal Robbins helped 
develop this very 
popular boot for big 
American wall climb
ing. Galibier Raid sole 
(cleated) and steel 
shank for rigidity 
makes it ideal for a 
'walk to the crag and 
climb' boot even for 
high standard routes . 
Upper of blue split 
leather. 'To the toe' 
lacing with 'gripper' 
lace hook about half 
way up. 

Sizes 2 to 12 plus ½ 
sizes British. 

spring mill, uppermill, nr oldham 
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Type 

1 
2 
3 
4 

A BUYER'S GUIDE TO ... 

LIGHT-WEIGHT WALKING BOOT: 
Soft leather uppers. leather lining and l ight-weight 
moulded soles. 

STANDARD WEIGHT WALKING BOOT: 
Similar to the first type but with leather through soles 
and Vibram rubber soles. 

WALKING / CLIMBING BOOT: 
This type uses a better quality upper and a stiffer sole. 

ALPINE CLIMBING BOOT: 
Med ium weight boot with f inest qual ity reversed leather 
and steel stiffened sole. 

Example 

Scarpa 107 

Scarpa 108 

Scarpa 763 
Diadora Chardonnet 

Galibier Super R.D. 

£15.50 Alp-Zermatt 

£18.90 Alp-Treviso 

£26.90 Alp-Bronzo 
£25.90 

£13.95 

£19.90 

£24.90 

£41.91 Alp-Super Guide £29.45 

5 HEAVY DUTY ALPINE BOOT: 
As above but with thicker sole better insulation and 
more leg support. 

Dolomite Major £46.90 Alp-Major £36.00 

6 DOUBLE ALPINE BOOT: 
Basically an alpine boot with the added warmth and 
comfort of a fitted leather inner boot. 

Galibier Makalu £66.65 Alp-Double £49.00 

ROCK BOOT: 7 Light-weight. smooth soled rockcl imbing boot. Galibier P.A. £16.28 E.B. ·s £11.95 

All these mode ls are available from: 

alpine sports 309 Brompton Road. S.W.3. 
10/12 Holborn. E.C.1. 
138 Western Road. Brighton 

0 1-58 1 2127 
01-405 7541 
0273-26874 

Special Offers: 
Salewa metal-shafted hammers 
Salewa hammer-in screw-out peg 
Salewa crampons (straps extra) 
Salewa Sticht Brake 9¾ double 
Sa lewa Sticht Brake 11 ¾ single 
Leather Ice Axe covers 
Hipolito 1 pint paraffin pressure stove 

£2.80 
£3.55 

£11.45 
£2.80 
£2.50 

90p 
£7.80 

GLASGOW OUTCROPS A new rock guide for the west including Meikle 
Ross, Kirkcudbright (for Redcoats south of the border} and hitherto unknown 
crag s such as Cra igmore. Price £1 .00 plus 1 Op p. and p. 

1-1 ighrang~porfs 
99 Great Western Road, Glasgow G.4 041.332.5533 

Novv in Liverpool 
if you find selecting the right gear 

a problem, consult: 

Don Morrison 
shops at: 

and SHEFFIELD 
343 London Road, S2 4NG 
Tel. 0742.56018 



CHARLOTTE MASON 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
AMBLESIDE CUMBRIA 

A ONE YEAR COURSE 
leading to the 

ADVANCED CERTIFICATE 
IN OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
of the University of Lancaster 
beginning September, 1977. 

This course is designed for qualified teachers with 
several years' experience and personal skills 

in one or more outdoor pursuits. It will investigate 

ADVENTURE AND CHALLENGE 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

IN A FRAMEWORK OF SAFETY 

This course will include a study in depth of the 
physical, psychological and social needs of young 
people, the potentialities of different environments 
for adventure, the demands of leadership in outdoor 
activities, and the place of these activities in the 

curriculum. 
An integral part of the course will be the development 
of personal skills within a wide range of outdoor 
pursuits, and opportunity will be given to gain 

national qualifications in these skills. 

Forms of application and full details of the course may be 
obtained from the: 

Registrar, Charlotte Mason College of Education, 
Ambleside, Cumbria, LA22 98B. 

B6R6HJIUS 
EET . NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
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ClimbwitJi 
CVHA 

Whatever clothing or equipment you need 
for your next climbing holiday, the chances 
are we have it. Top quality and economy 
lines. All at fair prices-and backed by 
as much free help and advice as you want. 
Call in or telephone for the full facts . 
or a copy of our climbing catalogue. 

cyHA eve.rxone~ climbing ceritre 
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London : 29 John Adam Street, WC2 01 -839 1722 
Birmingham: 35 Cannon Street, B2 021-643 5180 
Manchester: 36/ 38 Fountain Street, M2 061-834 7119 

~ YHA Services Ltd 
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Cover Photo: John Bragg climbi ng a difficul t ice runnel on the lower 
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during the fi rst ascent of Torre Egger. Photo : J im Donini 
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M ountain Magazine ltd., c/o 56 Sy lvester Road, London N.2. 

Telephone 01 -346 7522 



GREATER HIMAlAYA 

Jannu N.Face climbed 
by sixteen of Konishi exp. 
NEPAL 

Jannu (25,295ft.) 
In May, a sixteen-man Japanese 
group, led by Masatsuga Konishi, 
made the first ascent of the 
North Face (previously referred 
to in Mountain 48 as the North
East Face). The party followed 
the route taken by the 1975 New 
Zealand expedition, and en
countered many of the fixed 
ropes left from that attempt. This 
doubtless speeded their pro
gress. Five camps were placed 
on the face, and another on the 
summit ridge. A total of sixteen 
men (thirteen climbers and three 
Sherpas) reached the summit in 
six groups, between May 11 and 
May 14. The first group con
sisted of Nobuyuki Ogawa, Naoe 

Fifth route 
onMakalu 
Makalu (27,790ft.) 
Two expeditions were at work on 
this mountain during April and 
May. A Spanish group, led by 
Josep Montfort Fabreagas, was 
attempting the ;.econd ascent of 
the Japanese South-East Ridge 
route, while a Czechoslovak Ex
pedition, led by Ivan Galfy, was 
trying to complete a route 
started by another Czech team in 
1973, up the Southern Spur. 
The aim was to climb the spur to 
the South-East Peak and then 
take the Japanese Route to the 
summit. 
The Czechs encountered very 
punishing conditions with con
sistently low temperatures and 
strong winds. They managed to 
reach the South-East Summit on 
April 26, but were defeated in 
an attempt to complete the route 
on May 14, by oxygen malfunc
tion and deep snow conditions. 
At this point, the two expeditions 
decided to join forces, thus en
abling the Czechs to make use of 
the Spanish camps for descent 

Sakashita and Shami Suzuki. 
The remaining three climbers in 
the expedition were only pre
vented from reaching the summit 
when bad weather hit the moun
tain on May 15. 
This outstanding success on a 
very difficult and dangerous 
route was all the more notable 
for being achieved without acci
dent. The earlier New Zealand 
attempt was clearly a contribut
ing factor, and the New Zea
landers can take the credit for 
working out a route on this com
plex face, but the great ex
perience of the Japanese team 
(with veterans of Everest South
West Face, the Eiger and the 
Freney Pillar in winter) was also 
an important ingredient. 

down the easier South-East 
Ridge. A joint Camp 6 was set up 
on the level part of the ridge be
low Makalu's steep final pyra
mid. On May 24, Czechs Milan 
Krissak, Karel Schubert and 
Michel Orolin, accompanied by 
Spanish climber Jorge Camprubi 
Casas, set out from Camp 6 
without oxygen. Krissak and 
Camprubi reached the summit at 
4.30 p.m., and were joined by 
Schubert at 5.0 p.m. Orolin failed 
to reach the summit and returned 
to Camp 6. The three sum miters 
descended individually, and both 
Krissak and Camprubi regained 
Camp 6 during the night. Schu
bert decided to bivouac at the 
point where the French West 
Pillar Route joins the South-East 
Ridge. He failed to appear the 
following day and, although the 
three remaining climbers attemp
ted to climb back up to him on 
the 26th, they were too ex
hausted to reach him. Once 
again, a high mountain accident 
underlines the dangers inherent 
in splitting up at the crucial 
stages of a big climb. 

Below: The south side of 
Makalu with the Czech South 
Pillar Route marked (broken line) 

Everest (29,028ft.) 
A twenty-nine man, joint British 
Nepalese Army expedition, led 
by Lt. Col. Tony Streather, made 
a successful ascent of the South 
Col Route, in May. The summit 
was reached at 3.15 p.m., on 
May 16, by Sgt. John Stokes and 
Cpl. Michael Lane. They had 
been delayed by difficult snow 
conditions arising from a snow
storm the night before their 
climb. As a result they were un
able to regain their camp by 
nightfall and were forced to make 
a bivouac just below the South 
Summit, an ordeal which left 
both with serious frostbite in
juries. Earlier in the expedition, 
Capt. Terry Thompson was killed 
when he fell into a crevasse 
near Camp 2 (Advanced Base) . 

Lhotse (27,890ft.) 
A Japanese expedition, led by 
Kanji Makei and K. Kamei, 
failed in a bid to reach the sum 
mit via a route up the South 
Spur and then along the West 
Ridge (apparently the route 
attempted by the 1975 Italian 
Expedition) . Three camps were 
established, and a height of 
about 25,600ft. was reached 
before heavy snowfall and 
avalanches prevented further 
progress . 
Manaslu (27,760ft.) 
The third Korean attempt to climb 
Manaslu by its East Face (Ori
ginal Route) was abandoned in 
early May. A height of 25,700ft. 
was reached, but the attempt 
then petered out in the face of 
storms and avalanche danger. 

Schubert & Bauman in 
thirteen day A4 epic: 
abandoned, believed dead! 
Annapurna 4 (24,688ft.) 
A German expedition, led by Pit 
Schubert, succeeded in making 
the first ascent of the very dan
gerous South Face on May 18. 
This was a remarkable climb. The 
face is a vast basin of snow, 
flanked by peaks which include 
Annapurna 4, Annapurna 2 and 
Lamjung Himal. The entrance to 
the basin was believed to be a 
death trap, as all the surrounding 
mountains appeared to empty 
enormous avalanches into it. The 
Germans established their Camp 
2 just outside the entrance, at a 
height of just over 17,000ft. At 
this point there was disagree
ment : Schubert favoured a bold 
route up the left side of the basin, 
but the other climbers, with the 
exception of Heinrich Bauman, 
believed this to be too dan
gerous. Schubert and Bauman 
therefore set off to try their 
route in a single alpine-style 
push, judging that it would take 
four days. The climb turned out 
to be far more time-consuming, 
and the pair eventually took nine 
days to reach the summit and a 
further four to descend. "We 
literally starved during the final 
days," reported Schubert. Mean
while the other expedition mem 
bers had concluded that Schu-

Lamjung Himal (22,921ft.) 
An eighteen-man Japanese ex
pedition, led by Shizuo Kunisawa 
and including four Sherpas, 
made an ascent of the South
East Ridge in April. Sixteen 
members of the team reached 
the top, in three groups, between 
April 28 and April 30. 
Gurja Himal (23,599ft.) 
A French Expedition, led by 
Philippe Ertlen, succeeded in 
climbing this mountain on May 5, 

bert and Bauman had been 
killed; they therefore evacuated 
the mountain and returned 
home. 
Schubert and Bauman eventually 
returned, suffering from frost
bite, only to find Camp 2 shat
tered, and Base Camp no longer 
in existence. They were forced 
to trek to the nearest village, be 
fore they could get help. 
Jimmy Roberts comments: 
"The time of nine days for the 
climb is perhaps explained by 
slow going on the soft snow that 
one would expect on south
facing slopes, but there can be 
no doubt that the summit was 
reached . The important question 
concerns the lower route taken 
in the basin : was this the action 
of a blind man crossing a crow
ded city street, or is it indeed a 
safe and sound way up the face? 
If there is a safe route on to the 
lower apron of the face, through 
what is apparently an avalanche 
zone, then this is a development 
of major importance, as it will 
open up a number of excellent 
lines on the South Face of 
Annapurna 2." 
Schubert commented : " I am 
convinced that Annapurna 2 can 
be climbed from the south, 
using our approach route." 

taking the North -West Route 
followed by the 1972 French 
Expedition. The summit was 
reached by Maurice Schoenahl, 
Christine Ertlen (the leader's 
sister) and Francois Soubrane. 
During the descent down the 
original Japanese Route, Chris
tine Ertlen slipped while cleaning 
her crampons. The three clim
bers were roped together, but 
Ertlen's companions failed to 
hold her. All three subsequently 
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fell 600ft. Soubrane was killed 
and Ertlen sustained very serious 
injuries, from which she died 
the following day 
Dhaulagiri 1 (26,81 Oft.) 
An Italian expedition, led by 
Renzo de Bertolis, made th e third 
ascent of this mountain vi a the 
North -East Ridge ( Original 
Route). The summit was reached 
on May 4, by Silvio Simoni and 
Gian Zortea. 

NandaDevi 
traversed by 
lndoJapan 
group. 
GARHWAL 

Nanda Devi (25,645ft.) 
A joint Inda-Japanese expedi
tion, led by Katsuhiko Kano, 
succeeded in making the traverse 
from Nanda Devi East to the 
main summit (see photo in 
Mountain 41, page 37). This 
project had defeated two pre
vious attempts by very able 
mountaineers. The expedition, 
which consisted of fifteen crack 
Japanese climbers (including 
Yashuo Kato) and six Indian 
mountaineers, split into two 
groups: the traverse party esta
blished the route up the (lower) 
East Peak, while the other group 
set up support camps on the 
main summit. Everything was 
ready by June 12. On the follow
ing day, Yoshinori Hasegawa and 
Kazushige Takami set out from 

ALA5KA/YUKON 

East Peak to traverse the con
necting ridge. They arrived at the 
West Summit at 3.0 p.m. on June 
15, after two bivouacs on the 
ridge . This was an outstanding 
achievement that owed much to 
excellent co-operation between 
the two groups of climbers, and 
the fund of valuable experience 
held by the Japanese. 
Changabang (22,520ft.) 
In June, a six-man Japanese 
group, led by Naoki Toda, suc
ceeded in climbing the long 
South-West Ridge of this moun
tain. The ascent took the form of 
a prolonged siege: the sixty-six 
pitch climb took thirty-three 
days, and consumed 300 pitons 
and 20 bolts. Two camps were 
placed on the ridge, and nearly 
8,000ft. of rope was fixed . 
Two British expeditions are cur 
rently trying to make new routes 
on the mountain; it will be in 
teresting to see if they, too, adopt 
such ponderous tactics. 

SIKKIM 

Traverse of North-East 
Sikkim 
During May, two members of the 
Mountaineers' Club of Bombay, 
Harish Kapadia and Zerksis Boga, 
made an interesting high -alti 
tude traverse of a little-known 
area in North -East Sikkim. They 
explored the Zemu and Kanchen 
zonga Glaciers, and reconnoitred 
The Twins. They then crossed 
over to the north, via the Tang
chung La and Thieu La, taking 
the route followed by Freshfield 
in 1899, From Muguthang, they 
travelled east to the Lachung 
Valley, via the Lugnak La and 
Sebu La. All the passes were be
tween 16,000ft. and 17,500ft, 

Trango Tower, Paiju and 
Singhi Kangri climbed. 
KARA KO RAM 

Gasherbrum 2 (26,360ft.) 
A fifteen-man Japanese expedi
tion, led by Hisashi Aoki , aban
doned its attempt to climb this 
mountain, following the deaths 
of three members, Two climbers 
were killed in a crevasse acci
dent near Camp 2 and a third 
died of fatigue and altitude sick
ness during the rescue bid for 
the other two. 
Trango Tower (20,500ft.) 
In July, a six-man British team, 
consisting of Mo Anthoine, 
Malcolm Howells, Martin Boysen 
and Joe Brown, with Tony Riley 
and Jim Curran as film team, 
made the first ascent of this fine 
rock spire. Anthoine, Brown and 
Boysen had been members of 
last year's abortive expedition. 
Aided by some fixed ropes that 
were still in position, the climbers 
quickly regained the 1975 high
point, the so-called ' Fissure 
Boysen', where Boysen last year 
jammed his knee and was lucky 
to escape from a major epic. 
Boysen climbed his crack (HVS) 
and the team, with the excep 
tion of Curran, established 
themselves on bivouac ledges 
below the final chimney system 
(see photos in Mountain 45) . 
Thereafter, the chimneys (really 
a pair of icy diedres facing each 
other) were attacked, first by 
Brown and Howells, and then 
by Anthoine and Boysen. After 
about five pitches of hard tech-

nical climbing, the skyline 
shoulder was reached late in the 
afternoon by Anthoine and 
Boysen, with Riley filming . The 
three remaining mixed pitches 
to the summit were then rapidly 
completed. Howells and Brown 
repeated the route the follow
ing day. 
The climb, which involved 
twenty pitches of up to HVS 
and A2, was almost completely 
equipped with fixed ropes, but, 
together with the Japanese 
Changabang climb, it is probably 
one of the more sustained 
technical routes so far achieved 
at this altitude. 
Mustagh Tower (23,860ft.) 
An eleven-man Japanese expe 
dition, led by Ryuji lchihashi, 
failed in an attempt on the for
midable South -West Face, hav
ing reached a point about 
1,000ft. below the summit. 
Paiju (21,500 ft.) 
A Pakistani Expedition has 
made the first ascent of this peak, 
but details are lacking. 
Singhi Kangri (23,428ft.) 
A Japanese expedition, led by 
Prof. Harue Sato, made the first 
ascent of this mountain, which is 
situated to the north of the 
Siachen Glacier. The summit 
was reached on August 8, by 
Masabumi Katahira, Shohei 
Takahashi and Jun' ichi Imai . 
Four other members of the party 
also reached the summit on the 
following day. 

Scott &Haston add new line on 
McKinley's South Face. 

peditions, were killed on the 
mountain this season. Three died 
of fatigue and exposure close to 
the summit on May 3; the other 
three were killed in an avalanche 
on August 6. 
Mt. Barille 

Mt. McKinley (20,320ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) The 
south side of the mountain re
ceived a lot of attention from 
foreign climbers during the sum
mer season. Doug Scott and 
Dougal Haston, fresh from their 
success on Everest, worked out. 
a new variation finish to the left 
of the American South Face 

Porter solos 
CassinRt. 
The Cassin Ridge was climbed 
by Japanese, British (the Burgess 
twins and Paul Braithwaite) 
and American groups. The first 
solo ascent was achieved by 
Charlie Porter, after an earlier re
treat . Reportedly aided by equip 
ment left by the Japanese, Porter 
completed his ascent in a single, 
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Direct Route. They climbed the 
route, which was predominantly 
snow and ice, in a six-and -a
half-day single push in May. Fol
lowing the climb, they were still 
fit enough to take part in an 
exhausting rescue of some be
leaguered climbers, during their 
descent of the West Buttress. 

36 -hour push from the top of 
the Japanese Couloir. 
Other climbs of interest included 
an ascent and descent of the 
South West Face, from the 
14,000ft. point on the West 
Ridge, by Reinhold Messner and 
Oswald Olz ; an ascent of the 
Western Rib by Don Whillans 
and friends ; and a West Buttress 
ascent by a group that included 
several sexagenarian climbers, 
one of them a woman . 
In an unusual McKinley epic, 
four hang -glider pilots took off 

from the summit, but only three 
made it down to the 7,000ft. 
level. The other crashed 500ft. 
down the South Face . Incredibly, 
he sustained only minor injuries, 
survived a night in the open at 
-28°F., and was winched out 
the next day. 
The Bi - Centenary celebrations 
made this a very busy year. 
Eighty-five parties, with a total of 
494 climbers, were expected on 
the mountain. By early June, 
there had already been fourteen 
air evacuations, involving 
twenty-one climbers, and the 
Park Rangers were reported to be 
calling for more regulations. 
Mt. Huntington (12,240ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) A six
man Japanese party, led by 
Masao Yoshida, climbed the 
West Ridge on May 30. 
Mt. Foraker (17,400ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) Six 
Japanese climbers, from two ex-

(Central Alaska Range) Paul 
Denkewalter, Jim Olsen, Bill 
Brant, Ed Omlstead and Gary 
Bocarde made an ascent in 
February, after failing on the 
Moose's Tooth by the German 
Ridge. 
Portage Glacier 
This area, forty miles south of 
Anchorage, has developed into a 
worthwhile centre for technical 
ice-climbing. In winter, five 
parallel waterfalls, called The 
Fingers, give lines of up to 300ft. 
of vertical ice. 
In November 1974, Jim Hale and 
Gary Bocarde climbed a 700ft. 
frozen waterfall (Dream of 
Brown Moose), which included 
several vertical pitches. A few 
weeks later, the same pair joined 
forces with Mike Clark and Dave 
Pahlke to do a free ascent of 
Ripple Falls . Ripple is a 250ft. 
waterfall , the first 60ft. of which 
is an ice curtain. All previous 
ascents had either bypassed or 
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Above: The new variation finish ( dotted line) on McKinley's South 
Face, with the Cassin Ridge (left) and the South Face Direct (right) 
marked. Photo: Bradford Washburn 

aided this first section . 
In February, Hale, Bocarde and 
Paul Billman did the first ascent 
of Folly Falls, a spectacular 300ft. 
waterfall in the Portage area. 
They had to use a canoe to get 
to the base of the falls. 
'Terrors· are the most popular ice 
tools here. A local climber, Terry 
Becker, has also developed some 
equipment: his 'Ice Screwer' 
has eased the chore of placing 
ice-screws on sustained climbs ; 
and it really works! ! 
Mt. Marcus Baker(13,250ft.) 
{Chugach Mountains) Last sea 
son this peak had its first winter 
ascent by an Alaskan team led 
by Brian Oknik. 
North Hess (11,940ft_) 
(Hayes Range) Dane Burns, 
Gwain Oka, Ray Brooks and 
Chris Puchner made the first 
ascent of the 5, 700ft. North 
West Face, in May. This is a steep 
ice-field, with an average angle 
of 60 ° and two steeper pitches. 
The same team also climbed the 
4,000ft. North Face of Peak 9730 
(Sally), and two routes on Peak 
9400 - the West Face (Brooks 
and Puchner) and the North 

CANADA 

Arctic Traverse 
Naomi Uemura has completed 
an epic 12,000km. dog -sl edge 
trek across th e northern coast of 
Canada, from J acobshaven in 
Greenland, to Kotzbue in Alaska . 
Uemura spent a total of 313 days 
on his journey, reaching Kotzbue 
on May 9, 1976. His route cros
sed large sections of Baffin Bay 
and the Arctic Ocean, which at 

Ridge (Burns and Oka). 
Kitchatna Spires 
(Alaska Range) Charlie Porter 
and Russ McClean made the 
coveted first ascent of the West 
Face of Middle Triple Peak in 
late June. With several rival 
parties waiting in case they re
treated, the pair completed the 
route in nine days of mainly rainy 
weather. The route consisted of 
twenty-seven pitches (4,000ft.), 
many of which involved difficult 
nailing . The pair abseiled down 
their ascent route. During the 
descent, Porter was hit by falling 
ice and sustained a broken finger. 
The second ascent of the moun
tain was made in early July, by 
Dave Black, Mike Graber, Andy 
Embick and Al Long, who pro
ceeded via a couloir leading to 
the North Col, and thence by 
the North Ridge to the summit. 
This gave them a three-day 
climb, incorporating the icy cou
loir, ten steep aid-pitches and a 
further ten mixed pitches (5.8, 
A3). The same team also made 
the first ascent of the East But
tress of Citadel (5.9, A3). 

GREENLAND 

that time were frozen. The sum
mer of 1975 was spent in 
Cambridge Bay, waiting for the 
sea to freeze again. On the 
second leg of his journey, 
Uemura lost three dogs and ex
perienced temperatures of 
-50 C. 
Correspondents: Bocarde, Scott, 
Rowell, Embick and Burns 

CANADA 
Squamish Chief 
Here, as in many other major 
rock-climbing areas, there has 
recently been an upsurge in free 
climbing activity, and a conco 
mitant rise in standards . During 
the past year, a large number of 
climbs in the 5.9 and 5.10 cate
gories have been discovered. A 
prominent figure in this new
route activity was Eric Weinstein, 
who was supported by a variety 
of partners. 
In 1975, Weinstein played an im
portant part in the first ascents 
of Rainy Day Dream Away 
(5.10) , Exasperator (5.10), Split 
Pillar (5.9), Perspective (5.10), 
Caboose (5.10) and Hand Jive 
(5.10). This year, he excelled 
himself by making free ascents 
of limbo and Sentry Box, both of 
which are rated 5.11, making 
them probably the hardest rock 
climbs in Canada. 
Other significant free ascents 
achieved in 1975 included Brun
ser Overhang (Dave Loeks), 
Split Pillar Left Side and Split 
Beaver (Nie Taylor) , Blood Lust 
(Gordie Smail!) and, perhaps 
most impressive of all, Hyper
tension (Dave Nicol). All these 
routes were graded 5.10. 
1975 also saw extensive activity 
on the big walls . Weinstein, 
Nicol and Bill Thompson estab
lished Drifter's Escape (5 .6, A3) , 
between University Wall and 
Northwest Passage. Weinstein, 
with Darryl Hatten. then clim
bed Up from the Skies (grade 
5, 5.8, A4). a sustained and 
difficult route just right of Grand 
Wall. Finally, Steve Sutton and 
Hugh Burton completed Break
fast Run (grade 5, 5.9, A4) to 
the left of Tantalus Wall. 
This year there have been repeats 
of many of the 1975 routes, and 
further new climbs have been 
made. Unfortunately lack of 
space prevents us from recording 
all but a few of the climbs and 
climbers involved . Weinstein 
put up his two 5.11 s ; Robin 
Barley, Kevin Mclane and 
Andreas Maurer put up Quag
mire Crack (5.10) ; several clim
bers were involved in working 
out a direct start to Blood Lust 
(5.10); and Crescent Crack had 
a probable first free ascent from 
Nicol and Paul Piro . 
Canadian Rockies 
On July 18 and 19, Mike East
burn and Dane Burns established 
a new route (5,000ft., grade 4, 
5.7) on the North Face of Mt. 
Temple. The climb takes a line up 
the centre of the face to the left 
of the North Ridge Route, and 
involves a steep ice gully and 
serac obstacles in its upper third . 
The Lowe Route also received 
an ascent from Ray Ware and 
Raymond Jotterand, who did the 
climb in one day (18 hours) . 
Aid was used on a six -foot sec
tion of the ice-cliff (see cover 
photo of Mountain 38). 
Ware and Jotterand also climbed 
the North Face of Mt. Robson, 

taking a new variant, left of the 
normal route, up steeper ground 
and under a giant " whipped 
cream roll" summit cornice. 
In August, Burns and Gwain Oka 
made the third ascent of the 
Lowe/ Jones Route on Mt. 
Deltaform. 
A previously unreported climb 
from 1975 was the first ascent of 
the North-East Couloir of Mt. 
Andromeda, by Tobin Sorenson 
and Bill Aeges. Graded 4, this 
gave 2,000ft. of mainly 60 ° ice
climbing , with a vertical 40ft. 
step in the middle. It is both 
sustained and serious. 
A very difficult new route has 
been established on the North 
Face of Mt. Fay by Laurie Skres 
let and Lanny Johnson. The 
climb involves nine ice pitches, 
the first of which is an over
hanging ice bulge involving a 
lead of 165ft., with ice as steep 
as 115°. Skreslet, who led this 
without aid, considered it to be 
one of the hardest alpine ice 
pitches in Canada. The climb was 
made in July. The second ascent 
was made on August 1, by Ray
mond Jotterand and Pierre 
Sassier, who were unaware of 
the earlier ascent. Jotterand used 
aid for ten feet on the initial ice 
bulge. Shortly afterwards, Yvon 
Chouinard and Dale Bard made 
the third ascent. Bard took a long 
fall while leading the initial 
pitch, but went on to complete it 
successfully. 
In Mountain 48, we erroneously 
reported that Skreslet and Tofft 
had repeated Borgeau Left
Hand ; in fact, they climbed the 
slightly easier Right-Hand Route. 
The second ascent of Borgeau 
Left-Hand was actually made in 
February, by John Roskelley and 
Jim States, who completed the 
route in a day, without resorting 
to aid . The initial pitch of this 
very difficult climb takes a 
slender, 80 °, three-inch thick 
strip of ice ; the 150ft. fourth 
pitch is vertical. The first ascent 
took three days, and involved aid 
from etriers on Terrordactyls. 
Baffin Island 
In July, Doug Scott and Dennis 
Hennek climbed the Right-Hand 
Pillar of the West Face of Mt. 
Overlord, near the Pangnirtung 
Fiord. The pair soloed the first 
1,500ft, which consisted of 
Severe slab -climbing. This was 
followed by twenty rope-lengths 
of harder climbing, up to HVS 
standard , with just 50ft. of aid 
work. 
This climb completes the basic 
exploration of the face. The Left
Hand Pillar was climbed by the 
Japanese in 1975, and the 
Central Pillar by a Brit ish 
(Northumberland) group in the 
same year. All three routes seem 
to be very worthwhile . 
Correspondents: Ourom, Burns, 
Roskelley, Johnson, Sorenson 
and Scott 
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HalfDome,NW.Face: 
aid reduced to 50feet. 
Yosemite 
An important unreported route 
from 1975 was the first free 
ascent of The Cobra, an old 5.9, 
A2 route on the Royal Arches. 
The ascent was made by Tobin 
and Tim Sorenson. The climb is 
now graded 5.11, with three 
pitches of 5.9, three of 5.10 and 
one of 5.11. The climbers believe 
that it will become one of the 
great test pieces. Tobin Sorenson 
also made a free solo of The 
Gripper (5.10) on Arch Rock. 
Summit reports a number of new 
free-climbs that were established 
early this year. Kevin Worral and 
Mark Chapman put up several, 
including Castaway (5.10), 
Rambling Rose (5.10), Wind
jammer (5.10), Windfall (5.11) 
and Beggars Buttress (5.11 ). 
Jim Bridwell, Mark Graham and 
John Bachar climbed Great 
Moments in Baseba/1(5.11 ), and 
Phil Gleason added Coffin Nail 
to the top end of the 5.11 grade. 
Ray Jardine·s Crimson Cringe 
(5.11 ), a 200ft. left-leaning jam
crack near The Fish, is another 
recent free route of particular 
note. Tom Higgins, with Pat and 
Paula Ament, climbed Old 5.10, 
a previously attempted pitch 
left of Lunatic Fringe, in the 
Reed Pinnacle area. 
Noteworthy in the repeat scene 
was the second free ascent of 
Hot Line (5.12), by British clim
bers Ed Hart and Pa u I Farish, 
with Frank Brown. Hart reports 
that the crack-climbing was 
easier than on Butterballs, which 
he also climbed during his visit. 
Finally, Verne Clevenger re
moved the chockstone from The 

THE ALPS 

1976: Preliminary Report 
Perhaps the most interesting 
events of the season took place 
on the North Face of the Grandes 
Jorasses. Four new climbs were 
discovered, two of them being 
the work of Alex MacIntyre and 
friends. The first takes a line left 
of the Shroud, up a couloir below 
the Shroud's terminating wall. 
The second completed the un
finished Bonington/ Haston 
winter line on the right flank of 
the Walker Spur. The third route 
(believed to be new) was done 
by Helmut Kiene, and later by 
Terry King and Gordon Smith. 
It is a very direct ascent of the 
Croz Spur, spurning the sub
stantial deviations of the Peters/ 
Maier Route. Finally, an Eastern 
European team is believed to 
have made a very direct ascent 
to the Pte. Marguerite, taking a 
line to the left of the Couzy Route. 
Elsewhere in the Mt. Blanc 
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Owl, but then failed in an at
tempt to re-climb the route. 
There was also activity on the 
bigger routes . Jim Erikson and 
Art Higbee managed to free all of 
the North- West Face of Half 
Dome, except for the final pitch. 
This was an outstanding perfor
mance, as the climb involves six 
pitches of 5.11 and six of 5.10. 
Just to the right of Half Dome, 
Warren Harding and party 
climbed Porcelain Wall, repor
tedly aided by a "substantial 
number of bolts". 
The women have been making 
their mark as well. Two all
female teams, Barb Eastman and 
Molly Higgins, and Julie Bruger 
and Carla Firey, made one-day 
ascents of the Steck/Sa/athe 
Route on the Sentinel. 
These women, and others, have 
also led (variously) a number of 
the hard free climbs including: 
Meatgrinder, Lunatic Fringe, 
Twilight Zone, English Breakfast 
Crack, Henley Quits, West Face 
of Rixon's, The Gripper, Stone 
Groove and sections of New 
Dimensions. 
High Sierra 
In January, Galen Rowell, and 
David Belden, climbed the East 
Arete of the south summit of Mt. 
Sill (14,162ft.). This is a 2,000ft, 
5.9 climb, and in places the arete 
narrows to less than six feet. 
Conditions were quite mild dur
ing the ascent, however, and the 
climbers had little snow or ice 
to contend with . 
True winter conditions prevailed 
in March, when Rowell, Dennis 
Hennek and Michael Graber 
made the first winter ascent of 

Range, other new routes of in 
terest included a new line on the 
Petites Jorasses, to the left of the 
Bron/Contamine Route (by a 
Yugoslav rope), and a curious, 
and no doubt rather dangerous, 
wandering line on the North Face 
of the Eckpfeiler, crossing the 
Bonatti/Zapelli Route at half
height. 
The Gross Route on the Dru was 
repeated, and solo ascents were 
made of the South Face of the 
Fou and the West Face of the 
Charmoz, by Patrick Cordier and 
Dominique Marchal, respec
tively. Another solo ascent of 
note was Helmut Keine·s epic 
ten-day traverse, from the Aig. 
Verte to the Torino Hut, taking in 
many of the summits of the 
Argentiere, Leschaux and 
Jorasses groups. Full details of 
these and other climbs will be 
published in Mountain 52. 
Correspondent: Alex MacIntyre 

the West Face of Mt. Conness 
(12,590ft.) in the northern part 
of the range. The trio took two 
days to reach the face, and two 
more to climb it. The bivouac on 
the wall was in hammocks, be
cause of the absence of decent 
ledges. The route was graded 5, 
5.10,A2. 
Tetons 
The well-known North-East 
climber, Chuck Loucks (44), was 
killed after falling 60ft. from 
Jensen's Ridge on Symmetry 
Peak. The accident happened in 
late August, when Loucks was 
leading William Thomas and 
Mike and Sally Westmacott up 
the climb. 
Rocky Mountains 
Despite a mild 1975/76 winter 
season, little was achieved. On 
December 21, Brad Johnson and 
Dick Jackson made the first 
winter ascent of Ha/let's Chim
ney, on Ha/let's Peak. This route 
has been attempted many times 
before in more serious condi
tions, but in the mild conditions 
prevailing the climbers were able 
to complete the climb (a sum
mer 5.6), with just one bivouac 
in a cave at half-height. 
Also on Ha/let's Peak, the 
Northcutt/Carter Route received 
its first winter ascent from 
DakersGowan and Mike Monger. 
Like Ha/let's Chimney, this 
route had been the subject of 
numerous previous attempts. In 
summer, it is graded 5.7. In 
winter, however, unlike the 
chimney, it remains basically a 
rock climb, and good conditions 
are essential. Gowan and Monger 
were lucky for half the climb, 
but they were then overtaken by 
high winds and driving snow. 
They were forced to resort to aid 
in order to complete the route 
and regain their bivouac equip
ment at the foot of the wall. 
Duncan Ferguson and John 

PATAGONIA 

Skyring Sound Area 
In late 1975, an American party, 
consisting of Jack Miller, Joe 
Brennen, Glenn and Diana Gal
loway, Bill Zauche, Dick Peter
son and Tony Smith, spent a 
month boating and climbing in 
this area, which lies to the north
west of Punta Arenas. Among 
the mountains climbed were 
Cerre Vo/can, Mt. /st. September, 
Mt. Rhyme and Reason (West 
Summit) and Dynevor Castle. 
Mt. Burney Area 
Miller, with Dan Asay, then ex
plored (by boat) the Fjord of the 
Mountains, just north of Mt. 
Burney. Although the weather 
was generally poor the pair 
managed to make ascents of 
Mt. Thunder and Lightning and 
The Three Furies. 
Paine Area 
In February, Miller, Asay and 
South African climber Richard 
Smithers made the second as-

Markel fared rather better when 
they made the first winter ascent 
of the South Ridge of Notchtop. 
The climb, a summer 5.7, A1, 
was accomplished in a day. 
Despite high winds, it went all 
free at 5.8. 
In late March, a new route was 
established on Taylors East Face, 
by Harry Kent, Kasey Swanson 
and Mike Covington. Entitled 
Quicksilver Gully, it takes a line 
parallel to a similar route climbed 
in the previous season by Cov
ington, Doug Snively and Doug 
Scott. The climbers made a ski 
approach and then climbed the 
ten-pitch route in a day, but were 
forced to make an unplanned 
bivouac on the descent, due to 
bad visibility. 
In a winter when ice was hard to 
find, Snively and Ferguson 
found a 200ft. strip above the 
glacier basin camp-ground, and 
established a route called Jaws 
Falls. 
Elsewhere in Colorado 
During a period of several days 
in December, 1975, Brian Teale 
and Dan Morrison (not Dave 
Morrison, as reported in Moun
tain 50) made the first winter 
ascent of the North Face of 
Blanca, putting up a new route 
in the process. 
In February, Michael Kennedy, 
Lou Dawson and Steve Shea 
completed a spectacular new ice 
climb between Telluride and 
Opher, involving three pitches of 
extremely steep climbing. Short
ly afterwards, Kennedy and 
Dawson were joined by Mike 
Pokress for the first winter ascent 
of the North Face of Pyramid 
Peak, near Aspen. This was also 
a new route. The climb, which 
was mainly mixed snow and 
rock, took two days. 
Correspondents: Higgins, Hart, 
Sorenson, Rowell, Greenman 
and Covington 

cent of Cuernos Principal, by a 
new route up the South Face of 
the final tower. The first ascent 
of this peak, claimed by Eduardo 
Garcia and party, had been 
doubted in some quarters, but 
a tin containing their names was 
found on the summit, effectively 
confirming their ascent via a 
route up the North Ridge. Mil
ler's group took an obvious line 
of cracks and dihedrals up the 
South Face, which gave mainly 
free-climbing with one A4 pitch 
Fitzroy Area 
Smithers then moved on to join 
up with a South African team 
that had been trying to climb the 
North West Face of Fitzroy. The 
attempt failed, however, so 
Smithers and Clive Ward made a 
three-day first ascent of Aguja 
Po/lone, a fine granite spire on 
the west side of Fitzroy. This gave 
them a superb HVS climb, with 
some aid, on excellent granite. 



BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Ben Nevis 
Our report on the winter solos of 
The Curtain, in Mountain 50, 
should have included the names 
of Graham Little, Alex MacIntyre 
and Willie Todd, who also soloed 
the route. Other solo ascents on 
the Ben last winter included 
Point Five Gully, by Todd, and 
Hadrian's Wall, by MacIntyre, 
Jeff Lowe and Paul Braithwaite. 
Glencoe 
On the North Face of Aonach 
Dubh, Ed Grindley, accompanied 
by Cynthia Grindley and John 
Main, climbed a major new route 
called The Clearances (320ft., 
XS) up the face to the left of 
Yo-Yo. The face had previously 
been the scene of an unfinished 
aid-climb, but Grindley used no 
aid. The first pitch (140ft.) fol
lows a very steep crack line, while 
the second (also 140ft.) con
tinues up the groove above. 
On the East Face, Nick Colton 
and Willie Todd added a route 
called The Fly (HVS, 5a) to the 
arete right of Hee Haw. 
On the Buachaille's Slime Wall, 
Todd and Willie McClure made 
the second ascent of Apoca
lypse, finding it easier than 
Shibboleth, but rather artificial 
due to its closeness to Apparition. 
Colton and Todd also found a 
new route on Creag a 'Bhancair. 
Entitled La Monde (160ft., XS), 
it takes a poorly protected 5b 
pitch starting up a groove 70ft. 
right of Carnivore. This leads to 
the Carnivore traverse, after 
which the climb continues up a 
left-slanting fault to finish. 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Langdale 
On Pavey Ark, Ed Cleasby and 
Rob Matheson added Mother 
Courage (200ft., XS, 5b) to the 
overhanging wall between 
Brain Damage and Red Groove. 
This involved a point of aid, in 
the form of a resting peg, just 
below the top of the steep sec
tion. The route has now been 
repeated several times, without 
using the peg. 
Martin and Bob Berzins have 
worked out a new girdle line 
(220ft., XS) on the East Wall, 
starting up Eclipse and follow
ing a pleasant line to the top 
of Cascade. 
Eclipse received a further ascent 
from Jerry Peel and Steve 
Foster, who also repeated Fine 
Time on Raven Crag, and 
Eastern Hammer on Gimmer. 
Eastern Hammer in fact re
ceived several repeats, as did 
its recently discovered com
panion route, Equus. 
On White Ghy/1, the Berzins 
brothers repeated Haste Not 
Direct. They believe this to be 
an early ascent, as they have 
not found any other claimants. 
Our report on Across Not, in 
Mountain 50, was faulty: the 
route was written up several 

Scafell's major 
unclimbed lines fall. 
years ago in the O.D.G. route 
book, as Reckless Necklace, 
but was left out of the guide. 
On Gimme, Crag, more routes 
are being worked into the space 
between The Crack and Kipling 
Groove. Mike Mortimer and 
Marjorie Allen found a new 
finish to K.G., byway of a groove 
starting just left of the pro
tection peg. Pete Livesey, John 
Sheard and Jill Lawrence work
ed out a subtle eliminate line, 
Breaking Point (260ft, XS), 
which takes the arete just to 
the right of The Crack. Utilizing 
the new direct start of Gimme, 
String, it then breaks through 
the overhang above the pin
nacle of the String, and con
tinues up the grooved arete to 
The Bower. Thereafter, it goes 
straight up the arete, crossing 
Gimme, String and finishing 
more directly. 
Scafell Area 
Two important new routes have 
been discovered on Scafe/I 
Crag. The first, Shadowfax 
(1 00ft., XS), was put up by 
Pete Botterill and Steve Clegg on 
the wall left of Botteril/'s Slab, 
and was quickly repeated by 
Martin Berzins and Gordon Hig
ginson. 
The second, Saxon (400ft., XS, 
5b), was put up by Cleasby 
and John Eastham on the walls 
to the right of Central Buttress. 
Cleasby describes this route as 
superb. It links an intricate 
series of holds up the wall right 
of the Great Flake, and con
tinues up a slanting crack and 
groove to reach a finish up a 
hanging arete. Cleasby was so 
pleased with the route that he 
returned with Rob Matheson to 
make another ascent. The climb 
was later repeated by Botterill 
and Clegg, and the Berzins 
brothers. The overhangs above 
Slab and Groove have been clim
bed by Tony Stephenson, Hilary 
Charlton and Chris Sice (Harvest: 
250ft., HVS). 
Another new route discovered 
hereabouts was Hilarity ( 400ft., 
HVS), which plugs the gap be
tween Moses Trod and Bosun's 
Buttress, on Pisgah. Climbed 
by Mike Morrison and Mick 
Fowler, it is said to have a fine 
middle section. 
Perhaps the most important 
event on the crag this season was 
the first ascent of the great lean
ing corner to the right of Great 
Eastern and Centaur. The climb, 
put up by Pete Livesey and Jill 
Lawrence, is entitled Lost Hori
zons (280ft., XS) . Starting by 
Great Eastern, it follows ramps 
and slabs to gain the corner, 
which went entirely free, with 

two peg runners at thirty and 
forty-five feet . There are two 
poor resting positions, based on 
ledges on the left wall, and the 
climb moves on to the right wall 
just before reaching the Great 
Eastern ramp . A final pitch was 
worked out up the overhanging 
wall above, to gain a left-leading 
ramp. Livesey cleaned all he 
could reach of the groove by 
abseil, prior to the ascent. He 
comments that the big pitch is 
superb and very hard. 

NORTH WALES 

Anglesey 
On Craig Gogarth, Alec Sharp 
and Ray Toomer constructed 
Graduation Ceremony (240ft., 
XS, 5c), between Big Groove and 
The Citadel. The climb utilizes 
the Rouse/ Geddes start to Big 
Groove and then climbs cracks 
left of Citadel, to join that route 
at its second stance. 
The Citadel itself has now been 
climbed with just one aid-peg, 
and is regarded as one of the 
finest routes in Wales. However, 
it could be improved still further 
if the embedded etrier rungs 
(used for aid on early ascents) 
were removed. 
Pete Livesey and Ron Fawcett 
have discovered two new climbs 
in Wen lawn. High Pressure 
(180ft., XS), a " big, bold pitch", 
starts up Quartz Icicle and then 
takes a direct line up the slab left 
of Wen. Broken Mirror (150ft, 
XS) takes a direct line up the wall 
on the opposite side of the zawn, 
crossing Uhuru at half-height. 
An American TV team was 
operating on Anglesey and in 
Cornwall during early July, 
variously aided by Henry Barber, 
Pete Livesey, Alan Harris, Pete 
Minks and John Cleare, and 
others. Among the Gogarth 
climbs covered were solo as
cents of Dream of White Horses 
and Strand, by Barber. The latter 
route was climbed on-sight, 
after a thorough briefing from the 
others - a notable achievement. 
A notable first free ascent was 
made on Strike which was clim
bed by Pete Gomersall and Steve 
Foster. 
On Red Wall, at South Stack, Pat 
Littlejohn and Hugh Clarke 
made a new route, Redshift 
(280ft., XS), up the groove line 
to the left of Wendigo. This 
climb was made in the sensitive 
area during the sensitive period. 
On Yellow Wall, Dave Pearce 
and Paul Trower put up The Cow 
(220ft., XS, 5c), which takes a 
direct line up the cliff from the 
start of The Moon. The climb 
was completed over two visits, 
without recourse to chalk. The 

first pitch takes a steep crack, 
which leads to the end of the 
second pitch of The Moon. A 
point of aid was used (for resting 
only) before the crack was 
entered. The climb then goes 
directly up the overhanging nose 
above, with a peg for aid to 
enter the final groove. Also on 
Yellow Wall, the new route, Dogs 
of War, was repeated by Pete 
Boardman and another, who 
eliminated the aid-peg. 
Clogwyn du'r Arddu 
The new guide has led to re
newed interest in Cloggy, with 
attempts being made to erase 
some of the remaining points of 
aid. Over fifty points of aid were 
listed in the guide, and seven of 
these have now been eliminated. 
The second and third ascents of 
Medi were made by Alec Sharp 
and Steve Humphries, and Pete 
Livesey and John Sheard, re
spectively. In neither case was 
the aid-point used. 
Both Sharp and Livesey then 
went on to lead Mordor with
out its three aid points. They 
differed, however, in their opi
nions of the route: Livesey 
graded it at 6a, and described 
it as superb, while Sharp 
graded it at 5c, and said that it 
was not very good. With Richard 
Carey, Sharp also got to work 
on Trapeze, which had three aid 
points. Sharp climbed the route 
with one point of aid, which he 
needed to clean cracks, and then 
returned to repeat the climb free . 
Other early repeats include 
leech Direct (Sharp and Dennis 
Kemp, James Moran and Al 
Evans), Woubits Left Hand 
(Moran/ Evans) and Great Wall 
(lain Edwards and party, Sharp 
and Paul Temple, Chris Ham
per and Martin Berzins, and 
Moran and party). All these clim
bers are believed to have used 
chalk on their otherwise free as
cents. Finally, Sharp soloed 
Troach and Hand Traverse - a 
spectacular feat. 
On the West Buttress, Sharp and 
Humphries added a small new 
route called Grovel (1 00ft., XS), 
which takes the obvious roof 
crack above the second pitch of 
Bloody Slab, just left of Syncope. 
Cyrn Las 
The Lake District team of Ed 
Cleasby, John Eastham and Rob 
Matheson pulled off a major 
surprise by quarrying a fine new 
route from this apparently well
developed crag. Lubyanka 
(340ft., XS, 5c) follows a line 
between Subsidiary Grooves and 
The Skull, taking the first two 
pitches of the former route to 
start. Thereafter, the climb works 
up a series of grooves and 
corners left of The Skull, to an 
incredible finishing pitch up the 
headwall above the last pitch of 
that climb, with a wild swing 
along the lip of an overhang . 
Dinas Cromlech 
Ron Fawcett, accompanied by 
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Chris Gibb, made the overdue 
second ascent of Right Wall. The 
route had previously repulsed 
strong attempts by Sharp, the 
last of which brought him to 
within 1 Oft. of the girdle ledge, 
where the climbing apparently 
gets very hard. Sharp " was so 
disgusted" that he went and 
soloed Grand. (The first solo 
ascent of Grand was apparently 
made several years ago by the 
American climber, Jim Erikson, 
who took the route on-sight - a 
remarkable performance.) 
Pete Livesey has added two new 

Livesey6b 
grade for big 
Kilnseyrt. 
YOR KSH IRE/ DERBYSHIRE 

Limestone 
On Kilnsey Crag, Pete Livesey 
and Jill Lawrence completed a 
half-finished route left of The 
Diedre. Entitled Claws (175ft , 
XS) , it takes a rising traverse from 
the foot of The Diedre, to reach 
and climb a big, curving groove 
high on the wall above. Never 
a man to mince his words, Live 
sey described it as "the hardest 
(it has two 6b pitches) , the most 
sustained and one of the best 
limestone routes, on superb 
rock" . Also at Kilnsey, Pete 
Gomersall and Jill Lawrence 
freed the Direct Start of Dodger 
(HVS). 
The limestone surge continues in 
Derbyshire : aid has been elimi
nated and new routes discovered 
on the many crags in Chee Dale 
and Water-cum-Jolly (all are re 
ported in detail in Crags). In Chee 
Dale, Geoff Birtles and Al Evans 
added two interesting new HVS 
pitches to Plum Buttress. En-

B.MC.adopt 
Hunt Report 
In a decision that could have far
reaching implications in the edu
cational world , the B.M .C. has 
decided by a vote of 1 6 to 2 to 
adopt the Hunt Report on Moun 
tain Training . The decision was 
taken at a meeting on September 
-15. The two members who voted 
against the resolution were the 
Lake District representatives, 
Bill Ruthven and Pete Roscoe. 
The most important section of 
the Hunt Report involves the 
working and affairs of the 
M.L.T.B., and in parti cular calls 
for the abolition of the Moun
tain Lead ership Certificate, and 
its replacement by a renamed 
training course. Th e B.M.C. will 
now meet with th e M .L.T.B. to 
ask that the reforms be carried 
out. However, Sir Jack Long land 
(Chairman) and other members 
of the M.L.T.B. are believed to 
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routes to the crag . Memory Lane 
(150ft., XS) links the start of 
Spiral Stairs with the arete of 
Epitaph, which is then followed 
to the top. The climb was made 
with Jill Lawrence and Gill Price. 
The second climb (Foil: 1 00ft., 
XS) takes a hard crack line up 
the right wall of Sabre Cut. 
Cwm ldwal 
Martin Berzins, Chris Hamper 
and Bob Berzins made the 
second ascent of Capital Punish 
ment, on the Suicide Wall. Ber
zins was able to eliminate both 
the aid and protection pegs on 

titled Peggy Sue and Plumbline 
Direct, they fill the area of rock 
above and right of Sirplum. 
Accompanied by Ernie Marshall, 
Birtles and Evans also made a 
new route on Chee Tor: Rave On 
(120ft., XS) takes a line of flakes 
right of Nostradamus. 
In Miller's Dale, Birtles and 
Evans joined Ron Fawcett for a 
free ascent of The Girdle, on 
Raven Tor. Fawcett also managed 
to lead Hubris (an old A3) with 
just one point of aid. On High 
Tor, Fawcett and Birtles re
peated Castellan in its new free 
state, taking a number of falls in 
the process. Fawcett and Chris 
Gibb were active in Dovedale, 
freeing Wong Edge, on /lam 
Rock, and adding a new route 
directly up the crag just to the 
right, taking in sections of Plebs' 
Route and The Girdle. 

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND 

Cheddar 
South-West climbers have been 
hard at work in the gorge, clean
ing up old routes and pioneer
ing new ones. Pat Littlejohn 
completed a major route called 
Magrugada (260ft., XS, 5c) 
above Horseshoe Bend. Amis 
Strapcans and Chris King 
straightened out their route, 
Siberia, to make a 450ft., 5c climb 
- one of the biggest undertak-

oppose the Hunt Report, so the 
issue may be put to the vote. Of 
the fourteen voting members of 
the M .L.T.B., the B.M.C. can 
count on certain support from no 
more than five, though two more 
are thought to be sympathetic to 
the Report. If the M.L.T.B. was 
to reject the B.M.C.'s sugges
tions, a major crisis could de
velop on the question of "who 
runs climbing" . The B.M.C. will 
doubtless look to both the 
Sports Council and the C.C.P.R. 
for support, so that the con 
sidered views of the climbing 
world may prevail. In this con
text, a recent speech by the 
Minister of Sport (see 'People' 
column), assuring the B.M .C. of 
its role as the final arbiter in 
climbing matters, should be a 
significant indication of the line 
the Sports Council will take. 
M.L.T.B.'s Warning 
Shortly before the crucial B.M.C. 
meeting, the M.L.T.B. published 
a special leaflet outlining the 
limitations of the Mountain Lea
dership Certificate. The leaflet, 

the crux pitch, and the grade 
remained at 6a . The same trio, 
with Hamper leading, then re
peated Suspended Sentence, 
also without using the aid-peg, 
although this was left in place as 
a runner. The climb was thought 
to merit a grade of only 5c, 
rather than the guidebook's 6a. 
Pete Thexton and Tony Latham 
put up a new route between 
Suicide Wall Route 2 and Sus 
pended Sentence. Entitled Last 
Rites (160ft., XS, 5c), it takes a 
direct line up the cliff, following 
a faint brown streak, and crosses 

irtgs in the gorge. Littlejohn and 
Richard Broomhead put up 
Hallowed Ground (330ft., HVS, 
5a) on Priest Rock, and also 
freed Big Tower (360ft., XS, 5b) . 
Both climbs involved consider
able gardening in advance. 
Broomhead also worked on the 
amphitheatre left of High Rock 
and, after a lot of gardening, re
vealed several worthwhile lines, 
ranging in grade from Hard 
Severe to Extreme. Littlejohn and 
Broomhead cut down the aid 
and improved the start of Satori, 
which is now 330ft., XS, 5c, 
and has just one aid peg. 
Other old aid-routes that have 
come under attack are Ahisma, 
Paradise Regained, Crown of 
Creation and Sentinel, all of 
which have had their original aid 
greatly reduced or completely 
eliminated. 
Paradise Lost is another climb 
that has been under attack by the 
free -climbers. After an attempt 
by Ron Fawcett and Geoff Birtles 
that was thwarted by rain, Pete 
Livesey and Jill Lawrence clim
bed the route (which was fully 
pegged-up), with just one point 
of aid in the final groove. The re
sult was a very sustained, but 
unserious (because of the pegs) 
climb, with pitches of 5c and 6a. 
Livesey then teamed up with 
'Nipper' Harrison to repeat Little-

Training of Mountain Leaders, 
incorporates some of the advice 
laid out in the Hunt Report, and 
represents a marginal change of 
emphasis and attitude on the 
part of the M.L.T.B ., which has 
hitherto given the impression 
that little is wrong with the certi 
fication programme. 
Various statements in the leaflet 
typify the new emphasis : "The 
Certificate must be seen for what 
it is - evidence of minimum 
technical competence for leading 
parties in the hills . . . It shou ld 
not be seen as a first introduction 
to mountaineering ... It would 
be contrary to the purpose of 
the scheme for employers to in
sist on the M.L.C. for leading 
among minor hills . . . It is not 
intended that employers should 
exclude from leadership highly 
competent walkers and moun-

Route 2 at the flakes. Thexton 
stated emphatically that chalk 
was neither used nor needed. 
On the Gribin Facet, Richard 
Peart and John Holt made a new 
route called Trouble with Lichen 
(1 00ft., HVS) , taking the steep 
tower between Monolith Crack 
and Angular Chimney. The climb 
starts up the front of the Mono
lith and then takes the obvious 
zig-zag crack line up the wall 
on the left, using a peg for aid. 
The route was later repeated by 
Thexton and Latham, who dis
pensed with the aid-point. 

john's Caesar, which Livesey 
described as " superb . . . probably 
Littlejohn's best effort so far" 
Cornwall 
At Tintagel, Ed Cleasby, Rob 
Matheson and John Eastham 
repeated II Duce (probably the 
third ascent) . Ministry of Works 
Officials attempted (unsuccess
fully) to harass them at the com 
pletion of the climb (it finishes 
in the castle grounds). This is 
clearly a disturbing development 
on an important cliff. Climbers 
making further repeats should 
expect trouble, but should not be 
intimidated: any incidents of 
this nature should be referred to 
the B.M.C. 
On Chair Ladder, Rowland 
Edwards and Fred Smith added 
four new routes to the West Wall 
of Zawn Rinny, which lies to the 
left of the Seal Slab area. The 
climbs are The Groove (185ft .• 
XS), which is the main feature of 
the zawn,Aquiline (175ft., HVS) , 
which takes the arete on the 
right, Rinny Wall (165ft., HVS) , 
and Illusion (135ft., VS, 5a), 
which links pinnacles and a 
steep crack on the left of The 
Groove. 
Correspondents: Grindley, Ber
zins, Matheson, Cleasby, Read, 
Clegg, Sharp, Livesey, Edwards 
and Littlejohn 

taineers ... who do not hold the 
M .L.C." 
Unfortunately, the edge is taken 
off this advice by the overall tone 
of the leaflet, which still implies 
that the M.L.C. somehow en 
sures safety in the hills. For ex
ample: "This document is written 
for the guidance of all people 
concerned with safe (my italics) 
leadership of young people in 
the mountains . . . The basic aim 
is to ensure safe enjoyment of 
the hills by young people." 
By thereby engendering further 
confidence among parents and 
educationalists, the leaflet is un
likely to lead to any greater 
awareness of the particular haz 
ards of movement in the moun
tains that have been made all too 
apparent by recent accidents. 
Ken Wilson .A. 

DUNLOPRUFE NYLON MATERIAL, thread, eyelets. zips, buckles, straps, 
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etc., For fr ee informa tion write : 

Tor Sales, 5 Lyndon Grove, Runcorn, WA7 SPP. 



PEOPLE 
Behind Every Successful 
Man ... 
"Sure Reinhold climbs all these 
mountains, writes all these books 
and gives all these lectures, but 
you must remember he has 
Uschi." Thus comments Kurt 
Diemberger, who is no mean 
climber, writer and lecturer him
self. And there is truth in what he 
says, for much of the credit for 

Uschi Messner - left nobility to 
marry Reinhold 

edited by 
Audrey Salkeld 

Rupal Face Expedition, and sub
sequently witnessed the pro
tracted drama of the Messner 
traverse and tragedy, and the 
ensuing inquest, recriminations 
and wrangles. He became one of 
Messner's chief defenders, visit
ing him in hospital and finally 
inviting him back to his-castle to 
convalesce from his frostbite 
injuries 
During this time, Messner and 
Herrligkoffer were slugging it out 
in the pages of the Bavarian 
Press. An issue of Alpinismus 
that carried the Messner account 
of the affair immediately had a 
court injunction slapped on it by 
Herrligkoffer. It was an exciting 
and eventful time for all in
volved and, for a while, the affair 
received the fu 11 gaze of the 
public eye. It was during this 
period Uschi and Reinhold fell 
in love. 
A year later, after the usual in
tervening traumas of separation 
and divorce, Reinhold and 
Uschi married and set up home, 
Hansel and Gretel style, in a 
chalet in the Dolomites. 
Uschi, fluent in four languages, 

Messner's professional success became wife, secretary, mana-
must go to his attractive German ger and P.R.O. for her husband 
wife, Uschi. At one time a at the zenith of his powers, 
Munich publishers assistant, in leaving him free to concen-
1964 Uschi met and subse- trate his energies on climbing, 
quently married the smart Baron with results that are only too 
von Kienlin, a classic German well known. 
aristocrat with a Renaissance Entering wholeheartedly into 
castle in Wurttemberg, horses her new role, Uschi has put to 
and dogs and a playboy life-style good use the many contacts 
that took in summers at Baden she has made in the climbing 
Baden, gambling at Evians and world . She is now forging a 
racing at Longchamps. reputation for herself as a 
As Baroness von Kienlin, Uschi mountain journalist, writing 
gave her husband three children frequently for Bergsteiger and 
and apparently settled down to other German-language climb-
enjoy an evergreen life of upper- ing magazines and newspapers. 
class opulence. Then, in 1970, At present she is preparing a 
von Kienlin decided to go mountaineering year book. 
climbing. He bought himself into However, this idyll was not 
Dr Karl Maria Herrligkoffer's achieved without cost. Uschi 

Herrligkoffer (right), with Sir Edmund Hillary at recent Munich 
reception; won 50,000 D. Marks from Messner. Photo: Alpinismus 

Matterhorn men - but four were missing. Photo: Leo Dickinson 

reflects bitterly that she has participants, Dickinson disarm-
been denied access to her ingly explained that his was a 
three children, since the break- low-budget production . 
up of her first marriage. The Howell backs B.M.C. 
protracted legal battle with 
Herrligkoffer, which accom
panied the emotional up
heavals, finally ended in an ex
pensive defeat for Messner, 
leaving him with a crippling 
50,000 D.M. bill in royalties 
and legal expenses. Herrlig
koffer now holds a twenty-five 
per cent stake in any lecture 
or book in which Messner so 
much as mentions the Ru pal 
Face climb. 

Low-Budget Matterhorn 
Climber/ film-maker Leo Dickin
son's latest product, a fifty-two
minute documentary on the 
Matterhorn, was recently net
worked on British TV. This is 
his fifth mountaineering film, 
earlier works having dealt with 
the Eigerwand and Cerro Torre, 
amongst other things. 
It is evident from the Matter
horn film that Dickinson is now 
a very skilled cameraman in 
tough conditions. Scenes of 
Eric Jones fighting his way 
through spindrift on the North 
Face, and steady portrayals of 
shivering climbers in freezing, 
storm-bound bivouacs drew 
flattering comments from clim
bers and laymen alike. Less 
comprehensible, though, were 
the opening scenes of the film: 
these consisted of a curious re
enactment of the first-ascent 
tragedy, with Eddie Birch, Brian 
('Pancho') Molyneaux and John 
Morton, as Hadow, Croz and 
Whymper, respectively. When 
asked how one could possibly 
do justice to the famous moun
tain incident by representing 
only three of the original seven 

"The National Bodies of the 
various sports should be mas
ters in their own houses, the 
final arbiters for their sports", 
commented Dennis Howell, in 
a recent speech to the B.M .C. 
Such a clear endorsement of 
the B.M.C.'s position, by the 
Minister Responsible for Sport, 
will go a long way towards 
easing the fears of those who 

Howell - support given 

suspect the Sports Council of 
interfering in climbing affairs. 
As Howell had previously been 
lobbied by a climbers' depu
tation, led by Doug Scott, in 
support of the Hunt Report on 
Mountain Training, his com
ments at the B.M.C.'s A.G.M. 
were seen as particularly signi
ficant. 
Howell sampled the joys of 
climbing during his B.M.C. visit, 
and Everester Pete Boardman 
provided the 'G-sharp' during 
a rather tortuous twenty minu
tes on one of the steps of 
Middlefell Buttress. Later, 
Howell's witty after-dinner 
speech, expressing clear sup
port for B. M.C. autonomy, left 
a favourable impression. • 
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OBITUARY 
Toni Holdener 

J. H. B. Bell Lloyd MacKay 
Fritz Stammberger 

Toni Holdener 
The accomplished Swiss moun
taineer, Toni Holdener, died at 
Easter after a fall from the Rocher 
des Goudes, at Les Calanques. 
The fall was apparently caused 
by a loose handhold. 
Twenty-nine-year-old Holdener 
was one of Switzerland's most 
advanced rock specialists. A car 
salesman from Chur, in Eastern 
Switzerland, he was a member of 
a talented group of local climbers 
who were responsible for a 
number of first ascents, and many 
early repeats, in the Bregalia and 
other local ranges, and in the 
Dolomites. Holdener with Hans 
Peter Kaspar made the first as
cent of the difficu It West Face of 
the Sciora di Dentro, a route 
which he subsequently climbed 
both solo and in winter (also 
firsts). Holdener's second as
cent of the Nardella Route, and 
his third ascent of the Via del 
Fratello, on the Badile, were 
made in rapid light-weight style 
and were particularly notable 
when matched against the 
lengthy tactics adopted on the 
first ascents. From 1972 to 1975, 
mainly during weekend trips, 
Holdener climbed an average of 
over 25 major routes a year. 
These were mainly big rock 
climbs. Previously, he had done 
the long, mixed routes on the 
North Faces of the Matterhorn 
and the Grandes Jorasses, but by 
the 'seventies it was clear that 
his predilection was for rock. In 
this, he may well have been in
fluenced by his visit to Yosemite, 
in 1972, with his friends Ruedi 
Hornberger, Toni Lampert and 
Hans Peter Kaspar. The group did 
a number of hard climbs, culmi
nating in Holdener's and Kaspar 's 
ascents of the Sa lathe and North 
America Walls, both of them 
early European ascents. This ex-
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perience clearly stood the pair 
in good stead when, two years 
later, with the Scherrer brothers 
and Wenger, they forced a bold 
route three-quarters of the way 
up the stupendous East Pillar of 
Fitzroy, and were only prevented 
from completing the route by 
bad weather and pressing home 
commitments. The climb was 
eventually completed earlier this 
year by an Italian team who re
lied heavily on the Swiss equip
ment left in place. 
Although by now primarily in
terested in major rock ascents the 
Chur climbers demonstrated their 
alpine ability in December 1974, 
when they made a rapid first 
winter ascent of the Cecchinel / 
Nomine Route on the Eckpfeiler. 
However, the climb ended in 
tragedy : when the four men 
reached the Peuterey Ridge, 
Kaspar suddenly became vio
lently ill. Ruedi Hornberger 
stayed with Kaspar, while Hol
dener and Ivor Ganahl pressed 
on to get help, but all to no avail: 
Kaspar died the following day 
from Pulmonary Oedema. 
Indeed, the Chur climbers seem 
to have been ravaged by misfor
tune: with the deaths of Hans
jorg Wellenzohn, Kaspar, Andres 
Scherrer, and now Holdener, 
Swiss climbing has lost some of 
its most avant-garde exponents 
- men who looked beyond the 
rather parochial Swiss scene to 
the exciting developments being 
made further afield. Such was the 
breadth of their activity that, at 
the time of their deaths, Kaspar 
and Holdener were among the 
world's most experienced rock
climbers. 

J. H. B. Bell 
The death occurred recently of 
the prominent Scottish moun
taineer, James Bell, at the age 
of eighty. This year's S.M.C.J. 
contains lengthy obituary notes, 
which we summarize here. 

Bill Murray described Bell as "' the 
best and most influential all
round mountaineer that Scotland 
produced between 1930 and 
1950". Bell 's reputation derived 
from the intensive new-route ex
plorations he made across Scot
land at a time when Scottish 
mountaineering was at a low 
ebb. Moreover, his keenness to 
open up overgrown and pre
viously neglected cliffs did much 
to broaden the scope of Scottish 
climbing. 
Bell was responsible for about 
seventy new routes, and his in
spiration and example led to the 
discovery of many more by his 
contemporaries. His climbs were 
done mainly on rock, in summer 
conditions. They included routes 
in all grades, although they did 
not reach the level of difficulty of 
the top climbs in England and 
Wales during this period. Per
haps his greatest achievement 
came in 1940, when he deve
loped a complex of fine routes on 
the Orion Face of Ben Nevis, in
cluding the celebrated Long 
Climb. His other rock climbs of 
note include Diamond Buttress 
on the Bidean, Left Edge Route 
on Observatory Buttress, Laby
rinth on Creag an Dubh Loch, 
and Parallel Buttress and Eagle 
Ridge on Lochnagar. Indeed, his 
Lochnagar explorations, in 1939 
and 1941, re-awakened interest 
in this and other neglected 
Cairngorm cliffs. 
Although Bell climbed exten
sively in winter, his new-route 
activity was less comprehensive. 
His main achievements were 
made in 1937, with the re-dis
covery of Green Gully on Ben 
Nevis and the first winter ascent 
of Centre Post on Creag Meag
haidh. He was also a competent 
alpinist and enjoyed a number 
of successful seasons in the 
'twenties, with Frank Smythe. 
Their best climb during this 
period was perhaps the second 
ascent of the Ryan/ Lochmatter 
Route on the Plan. 
Bell read chemistry at Edinburgh 
University, and was subsequent
ly awarded a Doctorate for his 
research work in the paper in
dustry. He joined the Scottish 
Mountaineering Club.in 1922, 
and exerted a strong influence on 
the character of the club, and on 
Scottish climbing in general, 
through his editorship of the 
S.M.C.J. from 1936 to 1959. He 
also wrote an interesting and in
formative book on his climbing, 
entitled A Progress in Moun
taineering (Oliver and Boyd, 
Edinburgh, 1950). 

Lloyd MacKay 
Thirty-six-year-old MacKay, a 
Lawyer from Banff, Alberta, was 
one of Canada's most experien
ced alpinists, and was the first 
Canadian climber to ascend any 
of the major European routes 
(for example, Capucin East Face 
and Noire South Ridge in 
1965) . 
MacKay played an important 
part in raising local climbing 
standards in the mid-sixties; 
Forbidden Corner and The Bowl, 
on Yamnuska, were his best dis
coveries of that period. He made 
a number of big routes in the 
Banff area, of which the North
East Buttress of Mt. Howse is 
perhaps the most important. 
This superb 4,000ft. line, with 
its finish of fourteen pitches of 
sustained 5.7, is destined to 
become one of the classics. 
In 1973, MacKay and Chick 
Scott represented Canada at the 
Rassemblement at the Ecole 
Nationale in Chamonix. Their 
best route was the Swiss Route 
on Les Courtes, which was 
featured (with MacKay leading) 
on the cover of Mountain 46. 
MacKay died of cancer on 
April 3. He leaves a wife and 
three children. 

Fritz Stammberger 
Stammberger, a German nation
al living in Aspen, Colorado, 
disappeared in the vicinity of 
Tirich Mir in October 1975, and 
is presumed to have died whilst 
making a solo attempt to climb 
the mountain. Stammberger was 
a determined and accomplished 
mountaineer, cast in the 
Hermann Buhl mould. In 1968 
accompanied by a Sherpa, he 
reached the summit of Cho Oyu 
without using oxygen, and this 
experience led him to champion 
the idea of oxygenless ascents. 
In 1974, he organized and led 
an International Expedition to 
the South Face of Makalu. The 
party was poorly matched, but, 
despite this handicap, Stamm
berger and Matija Malezic 
reached 25,600ft. without oxy
gen, before being forced to 
retreat. 'Death Zone', the film of 
this climb, has been receiving 
favourable comments. 
Stammberger was a printer by 
profession and, in 1973, he be
came the joint publisher of the 
magazine, Climbing . Under his 
influence, the magazine broad
ened its scope from matters of 
domestic rock-climbing to those 
of a more mountaineering 
nature. A 



The Torre Egger Climb 
Jim Donini describes the first ascent 

of one of the most difficult Patagonian peaks 

FOR THE PAST FEW YEARS, one of the 
most coveted climbs in Patagonia has been 
the first ascent of Torre Egger. Dwarfed 
though it is by Cerro Torre, Torre Egger is 
in some ways more unapproachable. From 
the West, Cerro Torre can be started rela
tively easily : ramps requiring only moderate 
ice-climbing lead from the Ice-Cap to the 
Col of Hope, which separates Cerro Torre 
from Cerro Adela. No such ramps exist on 
Torre Egger : every possible route consists 
of more than 4,000ft . of very difficult rock 
and ice-climbing. 

Torre Egger is one of the most impressive 
mountains imaginable. Rising in vertical 
sweeps of granite to its ice-crowned sum
mit, it epitomizes, along with Cerro Torre, 
the ultimate challenge in alpine climbing. 
Torre Egger had no climbing history what
soever until the unsuccessful British at
tempt in 1974. The British line looks very 
unappealing. It consists largely of huge 
corners and gullies, which become conduits 
for melt-water during fine days. One of the 
ironies of Patagonian climbing is that it is 
on the warm, sunny days that you are most 
likely to get totally, miserably wet. 

In 1974, when we were trying Cerro 
Stanhardt - a smaller satellite peak to the 
north of Torre Egger - John Bragg sug
gested trying Egger, via the Col of Con
quest. The climbing to the col (via the route 
used by Maestri and Egger in 1959) seemed 
reasonable enough and, although we 
couldn't pick out an obvious line above the 
col, we reasoned that on a mountain the 
size of Torre Egger there must be a way up 
the final, forbidding-looking 1,300ft. wall. 

July, 1975, found John and me in 
Wyoming, working for the Exum Guide 
Service and enjoying the warm, sunny days 
of the Tetons in summer. The Tetons, with 
their easy beauty, are far removed from the 
stark majesty of the Torre massif. The 
contrast between the two ranges makes it 
that much easier to appreciate the one when 
you are in the other. The Tetons also have 
a mesmerizing effect, and it wasn't until 
mid-August that we realized that time was 
getting short. We invited Jay Wilson, a 
local climber with great stamina and drive, 
to be the third member of the team. 

Not unexpectedly, funding proved to be 
a problem. But, with a little scrambling that 
led to last-minute sponsorship by the 
A.A.C., the doors were opened to dona
tions which, combined with our own funds, 
were enough to cover our idea of a small, 
self-sufficient expedition. The expedition 

filled out completely when my girl-friend, 
Juanita Hunter, and Jane Wilson, Jay's 
sister, decided to come with us and trade 
the Wyoming winter for a Patagonian 
summer. 

We shipped my YW bus and 5001b. of 
equipment to Buenos Aires, flew down 
ourselves in various instalments, hassled 
with customs, sweltered in the tropical heat 
and, eventually, found ourselves gazing in 
wonder at the ice-covered towers of the 
southern Andes, rising up out of the Pata
gonian desert. John and I had seen it before, 
but we were still awed: we always will be. 

The next day, the quiet at the road-head 
(the end of the line for wheeled vehicles) 
was shattered when a large van, filled to 
bursting with nine New Zealanders, and 
driven by a determined Chileno, careered 
to a halt at the Park Guard's door. The 
1975/76 New Zealand Torre Egger Expe
dition had arrived. 

When word of our objective spread, 
hasty conferences were convened. Finally, 
in a meeting with the New Zealand leader, 
Peter Gough, it was determined that both 
expeditions would attempt the mountain, 
but they would do so by different routes. 
The Kiwis had been in touch with Leo 
Dickinson and, consequently, were plan
ning to try the unfinished British route. 

Our expeditions became quite closely 
attached. Our Base Camps were only ten 
minutes apart, as were our snow-caves at 
Egger's base. Holidays were spent together, 
usually in the small clearing in front of our 
camp. And I will never forget the sight of 
61 3 11 Tim Wethey coming down to our 
camp to show us his latest creations from 
their home-made oven. 

* * * * 
December 8: six miles of interminable 

scree and flat, dry glacier bring us into the 
Torre Cirque, where we set up our Whillans 
Box as a temporary camp. We plan to ferry 
loads from Base Camp to box for a few 
days, and then move up to the base of Egger 
and establish a snow-cave. Heavy loads 
every day; knees ache already, but there is 
no one to take up the slack. Juanita and 
Jane were an enormous help in setting up 
Base Camp, but the heavily crevassed 
glaciers here are beyond their experience. 

We awaken one morning to find the 
cirque's lichenless granite being warmed by 
a brilliant sun. The idea hits us like an Ali 
right hander : let's start climbing. We 
haven't established a snow-cave at the base 
of the mountain yet, but its only a two-

hour hike, and that granite looks so inviting. 
Straws are drawn : two will climb and the 
short straw will send its holder back to 
Base for another load. The weather is still 
brilliant as I arrive, heavily loaded, back at 
the box. An hour later, John and Jay are 
back, overflowing with tales of beautiful 
climbing and 500ft. of rope fixed. The 
climbing was free, mostly moderate 5th 
class with an occasional 5.8 or 5.9 move. 
The next morning we walk back to Base in 
heavy rain; Juanita welcomes us with a pot 
roast. 

The next six weeks are remembered as a 
collage of images, separate and distinct, yet 
blended together in a framework of storm 
and frustration : images of the lovely dance 
of spindrift down ice-plastered rock; our 
first candle-lit night in the snow-cave; carry
ing loads into a face-numbing wind; 
bouldering in a beautiful beech forest; and 
endless games of canasta in our log hut. A 
joint Kiwi-Yankee Christmas is celebrated 
in a forest meadow, and it is truly a white 
Christmas as the deepening storm whitens 
the beech trees. The women leave in the 
microbus to explore the Patagonian coast, 
and still the storm continues. Clearer 
periods of a few hours' duration, but with 
a look of permanence, entice us out of the 
forest and up to the snow-cave, always just 
in time to see the evening swallowed up by 
a fresh onslaught of clouds surging in from 
the Ice-Cap. 

Days are spent in the snow-cave, in the 
hope that when (if) it clears we'll be in 
position. Our 'Polar Guard' bags are a 
wonder here: we leave them spread out in 
the cave and return to find them dry and 
inviting, while the Kiwis are forever carry
ing their sodden down-bags to Base Camp 
to dry out. 'Old Smugglers' is a wonder, 
too: Argentine whisky at $1.00 a litre, to 
take away the chill of the cave, and issue in 
the next game of canasta. 

January 5: down at Base Camp it is clear 
and promising. We hurry up to the moun
tain and jumar quickly to our high-point. I 
begin a new lead, the first in three weeks, 
but half-way through the weather begins to 
change. The pitch finished, we rappel as the 
first snow begins to fall. 

The next day it is snowing heavily. Late 
in the afternoon we are surprised by a visit 
from Phil Herron. Phil is the youngest of 
the Kiwis : nineteen, and bursting with 
energy and enthusiasm. One of their best 
technical climbers, he radiates life and con
fidence and has yet to impose any limits on 
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himself. His potential is without limit, 
simply because he has never tried to 
quantify it. The talk centres on the weather; 
we tell Phil that our supply of 'Old Smug
glers' is dangerously low, and that we plan 
to go back to Base Camp if the weather 
doesn't improve. The next day brings no 
improvement, and we move back to Base 
through high winds and almost complete 
white-out conditions. Phil and his partner, 
Tim, decide to give it one more day. 

January 9: Phil's dead. He fell 150ft. into 
a crevasse, while descending from the cave 
in white-out conditions. A rescue operation 
is put into action. Ten of us huddle on the 
glacier in blizzard conditions; Mike has 
descended into the crevasse. Then the word 
comes through : he's dead. Last night, Tim 
tried desperately to free Phil, who had be
come tightly wedged in the narrowing 
crevasse. Then, seeing that his efforts were 
useless, he jumared out and rushed down 
for help. Looking at Tim's pale, drawn face 
and cut and swollen hands, you knew the 
extent of those efforts. 

Phil's death spelled the end of the New 
Zealanders' expedition. Seven weeks of 
lousy weather, during which little progress 
had been made, combined with Phil's tragic 
accident, led to their unanimous decision 
to abandon the climb. 

Twelve days later it finally begins to clear. 
We hike quickly up the glacier, only to find 
our snow-cave completely banked in. The 
bottomless 'schrund, which was acting as a 
chute for snow filtering off the mountain, 
has closed, and days of snow have sealed 
the cave. We try a few probes, but, as we 
have no idea of how deep to dig, they prove 
useless. Finally, we are forced to follow our 
fixed ropes, which lead diagonally from the 
base of the climb into the cave. By a com
bination of trenching and tunnelling, we 
follow the ropes. A day later, and thirty 
vertical feet below where we started, we 
find the entrance. Everything is removed 
and shipped to the Kiwi's old cave, two 
hundred yards away. 

January 24: this day, nearly eight weeks 
after our arrival in Patagonia, dawns per
fectly clear, and we begin our third day of 
climbing. 500ft. up, the climbing assumes a 
'big-wall' character, with vertical, straight
forward aid-pitches replete with hanging 
belays. We are reminded of where we are 
when a traverse on tied-off pins brings us 
to a full pitch of perfect 70° water-ice. 
Another ice-pitch leads back to an Al 
pitch, bristling with the remnants of the 
Maestri-Egger expedition. 

We have been following the line taken by 
Maestri and Egger in 1959 : so far we have 
found an occasional pin or wooden wedge, 
odd shards of tattered rope and, on one 
occasion, a bolt. Our immediate objective 

Left: John Bragg, on fixed ropes, moving across 
a difficult traverse pitch below the first snowfield. 
Photo: Jim Donini (c. f the Maestri photo on 
Page 42, Mountain 42.) 



Above: Moving up the first snowfield. The mas
sive East Face of Cerro Torre towers above, and 
Torre Egger is on the right. Right: The section 
between the snowfield and the ramp, which gave 
difficult technical climbing up the cracks to the 
right of the ice runnel. Photos: John Bragg. 

has been a prominent snow-field, 1,000ft. 
up the face. Now, 150ft. below the snow
field, we find a pitch completely fixed. A 
pin and karabiner every four feet, with a 
rope clove-hitched through each and every 
placement: puzzling! The pitch ends on a 
narrow ledge, 100ft. higher. The ledge yields 
more treasure: an old pack, containing 
wooden wedges, and several coils of sun
bleached rope are found buried in the snow. 
The Maestri controversy again? Suffice it 
to say that these relics from 1959 are the 
last evidence of any previous passage that 
we find on the mountain, and the Col of 
Conquest is still 2,000ft. above us. 

The next morning is stormy, and we move 
back to Base Camp to settle into the now 
familiar pattern of playing canasta, check
ing the barometer and over-eating. 

February brings clearing weather and we 
start out for the snow-cave, hoping even
tually to reach the Col of Conquest. The 
summit itself still seems incredibly remote: 
something to hope for in the distant future, 
perhaps, but too vague a thought to 
entertain in our present fantasies. 

That night in the cave we discuss tactics. 
The climb is becoming a logistical problem: 
every pitch we fix increases our approach 
by that much for the next day. We're still 
bivouacking in the snow-cave, simply be
cause we haven't found a suitable site for 
a camp of any sort on the face. The climb 
has been characterized by its continuous
ness, and by the total lack of suitable 
bivouac ledges. Our hopes for a bivouac 
are now pinned on the col, where there 
appears to be enough snow for a small cave. 



Our plan now is to have two of us in 
front, pushing the route, while the third 
ferries loads up the fixed ropes. 

February 2: a beautiful day. We jumar, 
heavily loaded, to our high-point just above 
the snow-field. A 600ft. ice-gully, for which 
we had high hopes, is disburdening itself of 
a stormy summer's accumulation of ice: 
between the roars of wet avalanches, we 
begin to look for an alternative route. I 
traverse the gully quickly and watch the 
next avalanche, while safely dangling 15ft. 
up a short overhanging wall. Off come the 
crampons and, an eternity later, a series of 
short pendulums.. and some tricky nailing 
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bring me to a vertical crack system. 
The next day, John and Jay are treated 

to interesting mixed aid and free-climbing 
up perfect granite. For the next 800ft. the 
climbing is continuous, though nowhere 
extreme: about half free, half aid and 
thoroughly enjoyable. 

For two days we push the route closer 
to the col. On the third morning it's Jay's 
turn to haul loads. He leaves the cave an 
hour after us and, 15ft. from its entrance, 
finds himself chest deep in the snow. Only 
his quick reflexes get him safely out of the 
awesome crevasse hidden at our doorstep. 
Later, 500ft. up the fixed ropes, he watches 

helplessly as a car-sized block of ice 
detaches itself from the sun-warmed rock 
directly above. John and I finish climbing 
and rappel down, to find a pale and slightly 
battered Jay in an understandably subdued 
mood. 

Miraculously, for the fifth successive day 
the sun rises in a clear and windless sky. 
We start late, utterly spent from the past 
five days of exhausting work. But today we 
hope to bivouac on the col. The previous 
day, John and I pushed the route to within 
400ft. of the col. The ensuing moderate ice
traverse takes longer than expected; the 
sun is nearing the Pacific when we reach the 

Far left: The middle section of the route, on the East Face of 
Cerro Torre, between the snowfield and the Col of Conquest. 
Near left: The final section of the route up Torre Egger, seen from 
the South-East Side of Cerro Torre. Photos: Leo Dickinson. 
Above: The Whiffans Box pitched on a tiny hacked-out ice ledge 
below the col. Photo: John Bragg. Below: Bragg leads the fifth 
pitch above the col. Right: Wilson cleans the difficult aid pitch 
just above the col. Photos: Jim Donini 
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col and, for the first time, look out to the 
west across the whole expanse of the 
continental Ice-Cap. 

The entire day has been windless, but 
here on the col, where we are fully exposed 
to the lee-Cap, there is a 30- 40 m.p.h. gale 
blowing. We see immediately that what 
looked like a lot of snow from below is 
merely a two-inch frosting on steely grey, 
ancient ice. All hopes of a cave vanish. 
Exhausted, and with darkness rapidly ap
proaching, we hastily construct an ineffec
tive windbreak and crawl into our bags to 
begin a cold and fretful night. 

Dozing, and buried deep in my bag, I 

hear John shouting across the inches that 
separate us, telling me that the stars are 
disappearing. An hour later, unwarmed by 
an indescribably beautiful sunrise, made 
difficult to appreciate by the 60 m.p.h. 
winds pouring through the col, we pain
stakingly gather together our gear and make 
ready to descend. Thank God for the fixed 
ropes! It's snowing heavily when we reach 
the glacier and our only thoughts are for 
the warm, green forest and the hot coffee 
we'll make when we reach Base Camp. 

February 16: seems to be clearing. The 
long walk to the snow-cave: how many 
more times? We pick up our Whillans Box 

.. 
from our cache on the Torre Glacier. With 
no possibility of a snow cave on the col, 
or anywhere else on the route, it's time to 
test twentieth century technology (nylon 
and aluminium) against the primordial 
forces of a Patagonian storm. So it's heavy 
loads again, up the steep and awakening 
glacier to our snow-cave at the base of the 
climb. A hot meal and a little valium, and 
off to sleep. 

February 17: the now familiar ju mar up 
our fixed ropes, with more rope and hard
ware (courtesy of the Kiwis) and the Whil
lans Box in tow. The climbing to the col 
has been marked by an almost complete 
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lack of ledges, but we think we can hack 
out a platform for the box on a small snow 
patch, 400ft. below the col. John stops at 
the proposed bivouac-site, while Jay and I 
continue to the col to check out the equip
ment left there from our hurried retreat a 
week ago. A long time is spent cleaning ice 
from the pitons and ropes scattered about 
the col. We arrive back at the bivi-site to • find a discouraged John Bragg hacking 
away at extremely hard water-ice. Six hours 
later we have the box set up on a 5' x 8' plat
form. Ah! - safely tucked away at last, with 
only the incessant cascade of ice crystals on 
our roof to keep sleep away; but our supply 
of valium is holding out. 

February 18: Jay and l jumar up to the 
col and start pushing the route, while John 
carries loads. l lead an easy traverse from 
the col, but take a 20ft. fall because I am 
in such a rush that l have failed to put my 
crampons on . I reach the safety of the rock 
and set up a hanging belay. We are moving 
right from the col, because the ice-wall 
directly above just won't go: it overhangs 
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a full 300ft. ! Jay leads an intricate travers
ing pitch, replete with pendulum and some 
delicate free moves. He is now below what 
turns out to be the crux of the climb: an 
overhanging 60ft. wall, which gives access 
to a slightly less than vertical wall above. 
What follows is the most difficult aid-pitch 
I have ever done: 60ft. of overhanging A4 
above a sloping ledge (what a place for a 
zipper!) leads to a good horizontal peg
crack, but then nothing. I've got to try a 
pendulum to a pedestal below and to my 
right. Jay lowers me, but then I realize that 
a pendulum, while dangling free and easy in 
space, with no rock to guide me, will be 
very difficult indeed. Lowering no more, [ 
edge right, fingers curling round a flake. I 
tie-off a pin, clip in, and I am a body's 
length closer. l have to try a pendulum: 
there is no other way. Jay lowers . .. I hover 
... can't do it. He lowers some more and 
one exhausted climber is back with his be
layer. A word of encouragement from Jay, 
and I'm jumaring back up with a new addi
tion: an 8mm. umbilical cord, connecting 
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climber and belayer. Jay pulls and I swing, 
and I can just touch the pedestal, but I can't 
hang on. We try shorter swings, and another 
tied-off pin, and I am 6ft. closer. Jay sug
gests a lasso. After twenty throws, it works: 
the rope is round the flake, and l get to the 
pedestal. As this long, long day finishes, we 
are still just level with the col. Back to the 
box for dinner, with a silent John: I do be
lieve he thinks we are slow. 

February 19: it's Jay's turn to haul, so 
John and I are off first to do battle. An 
overhanging jumar to the top of the 
pedestal, and John begins the first of ten 
beautiful pitches of perfect granite and ice. 
Free-climbing, aid on ice, aid on rock, 
ice-climbing; weaving our way under mush
rooms, around icicles, up secret passages. 
One pitch opens the next. A surprisingly 
easy linkage, particularly as the face seems 
so nebulous from below: no obvious Yose
mite crack-lines here. The weather has 
turned warm and the mountain comes alive: 
it's scary! We quit early, only three pitches 
higher; slow again, John? 
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February 20: this day is perfect; cold, 
clear and windless. Jay and John are off 
early to start the first of six pitches that take 
us nearly to the top. I follow, but 1 am 
lucky 'cos there isn't much left to haul, so 
I sneak in a pitch near the end of the day. 
It's getting dark, high cirrus is moving in, 
and we don't realize we are so close. We 
descend quickly to the box : warmth, food 
and valium. 

February 21 : storm; a day of reading and 
canasta in the box. 

February 22: seems to be clearing. We 
move up icy ropes, over verglassed rock: 
it's beautiful, but progress is slow. John has 
to go first with our one pair of Gibbs 
ascenders; Jay and I follow with the jumars, 
up the dry rope that John trails and then 
anchors for us. John finishes the pitch he 
started two days ago : a beautiful corner 
with a perfect ice-filled crack. I lead the 
next pitch up 70-80° ice, round a corner, 
and then up lower-angled ice to a snow 
stance just below a 20ft. wall of snow-ice. 
I find a crackless patch of granite a few 

inches under the snow. A broken bit, two 
bolts and forty-five minutes later, I'm ready 
for Jay. One snow-stake for protection, and 
Jay is over the short wall. The mist clears 
for a second, and he sees the summit: he 
shouts, the rope moves out quickly and 
we're up. The summit is small and, on this 
day, very cold and windy. Visibility is poor, 
and another storm seems to be moving in : 
we snap off the summit pictures, leave a 
karabiner we had found near Egger's 
remains the previous year, and begin the 
descent. Cold as it is, we clean the route 
down to the col : we do not like the idea of 
leaving fixed ropes behind. 

February 23 : Jay and I jumar back up to 
the col and resume cleaning, while John 
stays behind to dismantle the box. We 
clean down to just below the small snow
field, 1,000ft. up the face. A combination of 
fatigue, cold and worsening weather causes 
us to leave this last section fixed . Five days 
later, after continuous load carrying, we are 
heading back across the desert in my VW 
bus. .£. 

Above: Scenes on the final section of the route. 
Left: Donini jumars the ninth pitch above the 
col, and leads the tenth. Photos: John Bragg. 
Top centre: Wilson f ollowing on a lower pitch. 
Bottom centre and right: Bragg completes the 
unfinished pitch (300ft. below the summit) on the 
final day of the climb. Photos: Jim Donini 

Centrespread (overleaf): Spectacular ice en• 
crustations on the summit tower of Torre Egger. 
Photo: Leo Dickinson 

SUMMARY 
Patagonia: Fitzroy Group; Torre Egger 
(c. 9,000ft.). The first ascent of the mountain 
by a route up the East Face of Cerro Torre to 
the Col of Conquest, and thence by the South
East Face to the summit. The climb was made 
between Dec. 1975 and Feb. 1976, taking advan
tage of periodic breaks in the bad weather. The 
final section involved a five-day push from a 
Whillans Box placed half-way up the route. 
Fixed ropes were employed on virtua lly the 
whole route, and the climb involved sustained 
technical climbing on both rock and ice, with 
pitches of 5.9,A4, and ice-pitches of up to 80°. 
The climbers reported that their observations 
had left them unconvinced about the veracity 
of the 1959 Cerro Torre claims. 
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IT'S A 5.10 
MANTEL INTO HEAVEN, 

BROTHER 
WE HAD COME TO challenge nature and 
ourselves. The morning sun was warm 
upon my shoulders and I experienced an 
intense happiness as I stepped from the 
automobile, Redwings crunching the park
ing area gravel, exposing my existence for 
all to hear. I could not help but think, 
"What a fine day!" as I wrestled my sack 
from the back seat. The Monk showed that 
amazing telepathy that develops between 
friends who have shared an existence in the 
mountains, when he voiced my exact 
thoughts. 

"What a fine day!" he said. 
The sack gave and was free. I opened it 

and was greeted by the heady aroma of 
E.B.s. Oh heavenly smell, halitosis of 
Aphrodite herself. Fondling slings, perlon 
and cool chocks, we sorted gear, lost in 
pre-climb fears, doubts, expectations. Birds 
sang, and wispy clouds on the horizon only 
hinted at what this day would bring. 

The approach was horrendous, wending 
our way through the milling herds of 
climbers, numbered tickets in hand. All 
waiting to be next to challenge nature and 
themselves. 

"Number seventeen," the public address 
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horns squawked, in an electrified, authority
vested, nasal, Ranger voice. 

The Monk said that this was a bunch of 
shit. I had to agree. We decided to go 
round the corner and put up a new line. 

The Monk shouldered the rack and led 
off on some mediocre 5.9 slabs. I belayed 
from a stout juniper in a style the Monk 
likened to a reclining tourist. When he had 

by Larry Kuzniar 

reached the end of his rope, he asked if I 
could move up ten feet or so, so that he 
could reach the two spacious nubbins above 
for his belay. I did, and quick as a wink he 
was up and belaying. 

"I'm coming," I squeaked and began 
moving. Muscles flexed and relaxed as the 
familiar rock greeted me. Up I moved, over
joyed at not having to clean anything, only 
paste lichen back on the rock where our 
careless shoes had scraped it clean. Joining 
the Ascetic Monk on the nubbins, I com
mented on the intricate patterns the clouds 
were forming above our humble heads. We 
were struck with awe and suddenly became 
aware of our part in the great cosmic circle. 

We realized then that we were two men on 
our way to destiny. After only one pitch! 
What a great revealing day lay ahead of us. 

I took the rack and made my way up. It 
was more slab-climbing. All in all not too 
exciting, but done in good style. I made the 
belay below an overhanging, smooth, crack
less wall. It looked difficult. While the Monk 
was coming up, I stared at the exfoliation 
flakes near the toe of my left boot. I was 
aware of the likeness my life had with the 
tenuous existence of this insignificant flake 
of rock. My boot came to represent fate. I 
was lost in deep, profound thought when 
my partner joined me. 

From below, a voice wafted up: "Hey, 
there's a new route going up over here!" 
Then the growing thunder of P.A. and E.B.
clad feet coming around the corner. The 
Park Rangers were in the lead. A Mobile 
Command Unit was trundled in and imme
diately they began organizing lines and 
handing out numbered tickets. Another 
crew of Rangers poured from two trucks 
and busied themselves erecting the enor
mous nets. A party began coming up our 
route while two other parties pushed 
variations. 



The Monk smiled a faint smile, inserted 
a Number Two Stopper between two 
rugosites off to the left, and began friction
ing the overhanging wall. I paid out the 
rope as he worked, quickly and coolly. 
Twenty, thirty, forty feet: almost to the lip 
of the wall. I looked down. The first party 
had reached the top of the first pitch, and 
another party was starting up. The nets 
were almost completed and a concrete truck 
was pouring a foundation for a permanent 
headquarters to co-ordinate use-enforce
ment operations for this quadrant. 

Glancing up again, I found that the Monk 
had gone over the lip. He called to me to 
hurry. I removed the stopper and began 
frictioning. What a superb lead! At least 
5.13 (WU) (S+)@ H BBGIV. After much 
frustrating friction I came to the lip, per
spiring profusely and gulping great gasps of 
air. My sweaty, slippery fingers groped the 
edge searching for a way over. I was becom
ing moderately desperate when . . . yes, 
there it was. 

"The key hold!" The words flashed on 
the horizon of my cerebrum, like lightning 
in the clouds on a hot summer evening. 

I swung out, fingertips slipping on the 
small cut-away hold, earnestly wishing my 
ethics encompassed gymnast's chalk. Then 
the pull-up, forearms tightening, teeth 
clenched, eyes intense. I mantled on an 
eight by three-and-three-quarter inch ledge. 
The Monk was standing off to the right, 
belaying from a daisy growing out of a thin 
crack that led straight up to an ominous 
roof that spelled certain doom. The obvious 
route: would it go? The Monk read the 
question in my face. He pursed his lips, 
snorted some snot, kicked at the rock 
absently and handed me the rack. 

Below us we heard a soft "Jesus Christ!" 
from the second ascent party. Then silence. 
We watched the two men, roped together, 
tumbling through space for what seemed an 
eternity, then bouncing harmlessly on the 
nets. The courageous but obviously incom
petent lads lined up for another try. 

The Monk fished from his pocket a roll 
of Lifesavers, the only indulgence he allows 
himself, and offered me one. We sat con
tentedly munching Lifesavers and discussed 
what a fall like that would have meant 
several years ago: death, to be sure. But 
now, with the assurance of a soft landing, 
climbers are attempting things way beyond 
their abilities. The Monk and I vowed that 
should we peel we would do our best to 
miss the nets. 

After our short rest I started jamming up 
the finger-crack. About seventy feet of hard 
but enjoyable 5.10 climbing brought me to 
the roof. Clinging to a large knob with my 
right hand, I adjusted my briefs with my 
left and inspected the roof. A hairline crack 
was its only fault. I pondered for long 
moments, until I was struck by the realiza
tion that most assuredly aid was the only 
way. The Monk queried as to what the 
difficulty was. 

"Aid," I whispered, but the crowd at the 
bottom still heard somehow, and their 
murmuring turned to angry cries: "They're 
going to use aid!" As one, they began 
shaking indignant fists and hurling white 
cubes and little bags streaming white clouds. 

"Let me have a look," said the Monk. I 
began looking for some way of making a 
belay. It was one of those classic times that 
you have all experienced, when not one of 
those chocks that you have about your body 
will work. I decided that it was time to 
test the Monk's latest development in 
climbing paraphernalia:* the inflatable 
chock (trade name 'Pneumanut', shortly to 
be available at all fine mountaineering retail 
outlets for the paltry sum of five dollars; 
compressed-air cartridges extra). I simply 
inserted it in the troublesome crack and 
inflated. Bombproof! 

"Come ahead." I called. 
The Monk scampered up to look at the 

awesome roof as the leader of the formerly 
third, now second, ascent party came over 
the edge of the overhanging wall, breathing 

•See the complete catalogue for other items of the Ascetic 
Monk's equipment, including the fabulous Razor Blade 
Piton, the now legendary Double-Gated Karabiner, the 
inventive Roach Line (for those hanging bivouacs) and its 
accompanying Wind Tube (you can even talk through it). 
The catalogue has full details on equipment and its uses, 
in an easy to read text which uses primarily one syllable 
words. The Monk has also shared his Twelve Doctrines 
of Climbing Ethics in this full colour extravaganza. 
Included, too, are articles and attitudes by some of the top 
names, giving helpful hints on how to. 
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heavily and looking wild in the eyes. 
I turned my eyes back to the Monk. He 

was quietly contemplating the difficulty, 
assessing its every feature, fixing the image 
on the bulletin board of his mind. Clearing 
an obstruction from the right nostril of his 
bulbous nose, he mumbled something about 
showing me a new technique, stepped from 
the rugosites on which he had been resting 
and levitated beneath the roof, pushing him
self along with his fingertips. In a very short 
while he was calling for me to follow. 

"Must be that clean living," I thought. 
Then I, the lowly sloth, dull of wit and 
slow in action, saw the evil in my life: the 
self-indulgent foolishness of wine, song and 
the sensual pleasures of the flesh in the arms 
of beautiful women. All of this unfolded 
itself, and I embraced the knowledge. A 
wonderful enlightenment filled to the very 
brim the tumbler of my consciousness. I 
could truly see, hear, feel. Life, precious 
life was mine. 

I studied the roof, fixing every feature of 
it in my mind. Then the meditation: I be
came a part of the rock, a part of the air. 
I knew all, I was all. I knew nothing, I was 
nothing. Then, in a state of total non
reality, reality came rushing up to embrace 
me in her fat pink thighs; I began an 
orgasm of cosmic intensity and stepped 
into space. ► 
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I joined my partner on the grassy ledge 
above. He was sitting, a blade of grass 
between lips, in calm reverie, having 
achieved an ultimate experience in his 
young life. All I could muster was a short, 
breathless "Wow", as I plopped my body 
beside his and lay staring at the clouds 
above. Suddenly, they took on new mean
ing and, unbelievably, THE ANSWER was 
in them. l looked at my partner, who was 
smiling benevolently, and I thought I saw 
a faint aura about his head. We moved on. 

It was an easy scramble to the summit. 
The Monk was coiling the rope and I was 
carrying on a conversation with a small 
ponderosa pine growing from a crack. The 
pine related the story of his existence, which 
had been rather difficult in the small amount 
of soil. We discussed the life of any being 
that chooses the fringes of civilization for 
its existence. The storm-torn skeletons of 
countless others surrounded us. We were 
akin, this fragile being and I: forced to be 
tough by a tough existence. We bore the 
scars of that existence. Not for us the soft 
life of the valley, with its straight symmetri
cal forest. No, we loved the storms, the 
howling wind, the not knowing whether we 
should live tomorrow. 

A puffing, middle-aged Ranger, carrying 
a bulging brief-case, appeared from behind 
a boulder. My back was towards him, but 
the tree alerted me to his presence. I 
whirled about, just as he made his cheerful 
greeting: "Hello, boys. Fine route that, 
fine route. Now, I'd like you boys to fill out 
these route-description forms, in triplicate. 
And then I'll need some information for 
our use-management files. Now then, your 
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individual numbers and party number." 
I looked on dumbly. The Monk muttered: 

"Number?" 
"Yes. You know, the number on the 

five-by-seven card that is to be affixed at 
no less than three, no more than seven, 
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points to your back or rucksack. It's the 
same number that appears in our files, 
telling us where you are climbing, rating 
your ability, and giving the number of sit
ups done in an impartial test by a local 
agency with no connection whatsoever 
with the Park Service or government at any 
level," (he paused for a breath) "the colour 
of your foul weather gear, names of rela
tives, girlfriends, pets, and furniture. You 
mean you don't have one?" he finished 
increduously. 

I shook my head in a vigorous negative, 
trying to be co-operative. The Monk had 
withdrawn. 

"Well then," the ranger said, ceremo
niously extracting an ominous-looking 
booklet from the aforementioned bulging 
briefcase, "That's a twenty-five dollar fine 
apiece." His voice rose an octave-and-a-half 
higher on the "apiece". We were ticketed. 

Moving numbly down the trail, we were 
accosted by the local guidebook author, 
interrogating us about the route. He hurried 
off with the information securely under his 
arm, hoping to make the deadline for this 
week's supplement. 

Back in the meadows we elbowed our 
way through the crowd to the Whataburger 
concession. Sitting about a lavish concrete 
picnic table and belching over the Deluxe 
Whataburger, large fries, and large ice-cold 
cokes, we surveyed with satisfaction where 
we had been. Six parties were on the route, 
following the white line to the summit. We 
mused how long the guidebook business 
would be profitable, pushed off for the 
parking lot, paid the attendant his two 
dollars, and motored home. .._ 
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WHEN I THINK OF the Lake District, or 
Snowdonia, l recall memories of high sum
mer. I see visions of populous crags, warm 
beneath a blistering sun; long, lazy days 
on which the heavy, whispering foliage of 
trees and the shimmering coolness of the 
lakes seduce one away from activity. The 
Peak, whether brown of grit or white of 
limestone, creates a similar impression, in 
which the shady cafes of Hathersage or 
Stoney Middleton continually call one in 
from the dusty heat. 

But to me, Northumberland is autumn, 
forever autumn. It is not that the summer 
is always absent. Indeed, there are warm 
days when the crags shed their green patina, 
and the calls of partridge and curlew vie 
with those of the climber in piercing the 
sunny silence of the moors. But here in the 
north-east, winter lingers, and a chill hangs 
in the air until the sun is well advanced to
ward its rendezvous with the Crab. As if 
impatient to be gone elsewhere, the season 
rushes past, and summer is as fleeting as 
youth. The bracken, it seems, has hardly 
time to mature to its full height before it 
browns and withers, while the ling, which 
holds its blossoms longer than most, is 
soon blanched, and crackles underfoot. 

Yet this is consonant with the hills them
selves, and with the crags which cling to 
them: drab, grey tors emerging incon
gruously from dark, brown peat; sandstone 
escarpments, the truncated boundaries of 
boggy plateaux. As timeless and secretive 
as Easter Island statues, they gaze silently 
and morosely over the broad vale of the 
Coquet, where the river, with no trace of 
coquetry, spans the plain in wide meanders. 

And the crags are vanishing, for year by 
year the conifer forests advance inexorably 
to their feet and over their once bare 
summits. Introductory Buttress, a gentle 
toner of indolent muscles, is already sur
rounded, and peers forlornly through the 
growing saplings which will soon swallow 
it back into a semblance of the primeval 
verdure from which it was born. Selby's 
Cove, always a hidden jewel, will soon 
become even more precious, for the ever-

green myrmidons have now marched almost 
to the limits of its steep declivities. Ravens
heugh retains an open vista, but its glower
ing pinnacles throw their impending 
challenges to fewer and fewer hard-men, for 
the forest track from Rothbury grows 
shorter, and the wood more impenetrable 
with each infrequent visit, and loneliness 
prevails more and more. Simonside, play
ground of tyro and expert alike, watches, 
no longer aloof, as the forest boundary 
approaches within a stone-throw of its 
summit, and drainage channels are combed 
up its slopes for the next advance. 

Are all to disappear? To remain only as 
memories in the minds of a generation 
growing old? Are they to vanish until the 
hills become once more denuded, to be re
discovered by a generation as yet unborn, 
long after technical innovations have re
legated them to positions of importance 
lower than those of practice boulders? And 
if so, does it matter? Does it really matter? 

October: a cool day beneath a lead-grey 
sky. A solitary human figure stands below 
a crag. Which crag? It is unimportant. He 
is looking at a climb, his eyes picking out 
its tiny rugosities, while his mind computes 
the information received and processes it 
for possible use. The identity of the climb 
does not matter, nor does its grade of 
difficulty. Only the man is important, and 
the succession of moments through which 
he exists. It is his use of these moments that 
make him who he is. That is all that matters. 
Should he refuse to grasp the moments, 
then he is less than himself. 

He steps onto a boulder, and hesitates. 
He reaches a hand to the chest-high over
hang which begins the climb, and sweeps 
some sandy particks from a sloping wrinkle 
on its lip. The other hand reaches for a thin, 
muddy, vertical crack. A further pause. 
Then a sudden movement: a leap, a swing. 
In a second, his former podium has be
come an ankle-cracking trap, for he is 
already five feet above it, his boots friction
gripping the sloping holds of the wall, and 
moving higher. Two more balancing steps 
on dusty, rounded knobs and he can go no 

farther. He strides to the left and jams a 
toe in the crack. He trusts his weight to this 
as he fulcrums his body. He feels its in
security, and the boulders on the ground 
mock him. He places three fingers in the 
crack above his head, then withdraws them, 
muddy, to wipe them on his breeches. He 
tickles the crack again, and scratches a foot 
up the wall to the right. He balances higher 
and reaches. Only the tips of three fingers 
and one foot, a square inch in total area, 
support his entire weight. The area doubles 
and the pressure halves as he finds a wrinkle 
for the other hand. A quick, nervous move
ment follows, and his hand stretches into a 
horizontal crack. The other hand joins it 
and he pauses for a few breaths of air. He 
pulls hard, toes clinging to smooth verti
cality, mantelshelfs, and in a few seconds, is 
standing on the top. 

Twenty feet and a hundred-and-twenty 
seconds ..... 

I gaze over the vale toward Cheviot, but 
no Cheviot can be seen. The fog of Tyne- · 
side's chimneys, attenuated through dis
tance, yet insidiously stretching its dirty 
fingers far across the countryside, has 
mingled with the season's mists to produce 
obscurity. 

A few moments of time have gone: 
ripples in an endless flux. Of all people, only 
I have felt their passing; there were no 
other witnesses. A grouse flaps and cackles 
noisily, somewhere on the slopes below me, 
while the trees and rocks remain in mute 
incomprehension. 

There are no traditions here. Nor is there 
any frenetic scramble to become part of an 
overburdened folk-lore: to seek the brittle 
and transient glory of the market place and 
the guide book. Those who wish for such 
rewards have graduated to other rocks to 
find them. To one for whom such pursuits 
have long ago lost their validity, these 
tranquil hills offer something different: 
quieter, more personal but more enduring. 

Perhaps - and I can be no more definite 
than that - just perhaps, those ripples will 
spread to infinity. ,A. 
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Mountain Interview 

A SECOND TALK 
WITH MESSNER 
WHEN WE ORIGINALLY interviewed 
Reinhold Messner, in 1971 (see Mountain 
15), he already had a reputation as an out
standing mountaineer, but it was difficult to 
predict what the future would hold. Several 
impressive Alpine solo ascents, culminating 
in brilliant performances on Civetta and 
Les Droites, had been followed by his 
epic traverse of Nanga Parbat, with its 
attendant tragedy and controversy. At the 
time of the interview, Messner was slowly 
recovering from the serious frostbite in
juries he sustained during the descent of the 
Diamir Face, and his future in big-scale 
mountaineering was in doubt. This doubt 
was dispelled, however, with another vir
tuoso solo performance, on Manaslu, in 
1972. This time, the expedition consisted of 
a tightly-knit group of friends, led by 
Wolfgang Nairz, and the climb up the South 
Face proceeded in good order until the final 
day of ascent. Messner and Franz Jager set 
out across the featureless wastes of the 
Manaslu summit plateau, but, after several 
hours, Jager grew tired and decided to re
treat, leaving Messner to continue alone. 
Shortly afterwards, the weather deteriora
ted, and Messner was forced to return from 
the summit in near white-out conditions. It 
is his belief that Jager actually reached the 
camp quite quickly, but then, worried for 
Messner's safety, set out again to guide him 
in. Messner reached the camp unaided, 
however, and there found Schlick and 
Fankhauser, who had come up for a second 
bid. With Messner exhausted, the pair set 
out to look for Jager: they subsequently lost 
the tent and, in a terrible night of storm, 
both Schlick and Jager died. 

It was a high price to pay for success, and 
it seemed that Messner was dogged by 
tragedy. But no recriminations followed 

Mountain: You have taken part in several 
very successful expeditions in the past few 
years; which one stands out as being the most 
difficult? 

Messner: If you take everything into 
account, it was surely Nanga Parbat, by the 
Rupal Face. It was the highest face, and 
the main difficulties were at the top and 
during the descent, especially the descent of 
the Diamir Face, and that was something 
the other expeditions did not have. 

What made the descent so hard? 
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this time, and Nairz, Messner and the 
remainder of the group at once set about 
mounting another expedition to attempt the 
South Face of Makalu. But this failed, as 
did another major expedition that Messner 

joined - Cassin's Lhotse South Face pro
ject, which was defeated by avalanche 
danger and bad weather. 

Apart from those block-busters, Messner 
also took part in a number of smaller ven
tures, some of them semi-instructional. In 
this way he climbed in the Hindu Kush, 
New Guinea, East Africa, Alaska and the 
Andes (making rapid ascents of Mt. Mc
Kinley and the South Face of Aconcagua 
in the process). He even managed to squeeze 
in a brief Alpine season with Peter Habeler, 
during which the pair climbed the Matter
horn North Face, in a storm, in nine hours, 
and the Eigerwand in an astonishing ten 

The route was very difficult to find. It in
volved weaving a complex line down among 
the icefalls, and it was very difficult to locate 
the top of the Mummery Rib. Descending 
a face that one hasn't previously climbed is 
very difficult: you just cannot see which is 
the best way. 

Last time we talked together, we discussed 
the various controversies that followed that 
expedition. Now, with the advantage of hind
sight, do you see these any differently? 

No, I feel substantially the same as in 1970. 

hours*, returning fresh and stylishly to 
Kleine Scheidegg in time for afternoon tea 
with Clint Eastwood. 

All this frantic activity did not prevent 
Messner from getting married, undertaking 
gruelling lecture programmes and writing 
nine books. However, his marathon court 
battle with Dr. Herrligkoffer, over the 
Nanga Parbat contract breach, ended in 
success for Herrligkoffer, and Messner was 
forced to repay over £10,000 royalties and 
legal costs. The experience has left him 
suspicious of any form of contract, and 
more determined than ever to carve his own 
fortunes. 

Finally, last year, Messner pulled off his 
most audacious climb yet, when he and 
Habeler put up a new route on Hidden Peak 
in record time*. This ascent has undoub
tedly given a new direction to Himalayan 
climbing. It also established Messner as a 
clear successor to Buhl and Bonatti, in be
ing the most exciting climbing force of his 
generation. 

In seven years, Messner has been in
volved in attempts on major new routes on 
five of the world's highest peaks, and has 
succeeded in reaching the summit of three 
of them, in each case without using oxygen. 
With projects planned that include light
weight expeditions to the South Faces of 
Dhaulagiri and Everest, the future looks no 
less interesting. It was to discuss these plans, 
and to ask Messner his view of the rapidly 
developing Himalayan climbing scene, that 
we arranged this second interview. 

*These ascents were achieved with a small amount of 
(unforeseen) assistance which should be noted for the 
record: on the Eigerwand, a fixed-rope section, placed by 
the 'Eiger Sanction' film party, speeded the ascent for a 
short distance below the Hinterstoisser; on Hidden Peak, 
Messner and Habeler were able to benefit from the 
established route and lower camps of the Polish Gasher
brum Expedition, in overcoming the initial problems of 
the South Gasherbrum Glacier. 

I am governed by a contract, and I can say 
nothing about the expedition because of 
that contract. But for me, privately, the 
issues are clear, and the mistakes made are 
clear. 

If you could make one single complaint about 
that expedition, what would it be? 

I just cannot understand why the leader did 
not arrange for a group to go round to the 
Diamir side, to see if we had managed to 
descend. 

How do you think that climb - the descent, 



that is - will feature in the history of 
Himalayan climbing? 

It won't really be important historically, be
cause it wasn't a planned thing. It wasn't 
like climbing the South-West Face of 
Everest and bivouacking on the descent, or 
traversing Everest as they did in 1963, and 
descending. It wasn't a planned climb; it 
was forced on us by events: we had to do it, 
because it was an emergency. So it doesn't 
really have a place in the development of 
Himalayan climbing; it was merely an 
arbitrary incident. 

But it happened. Buhl climbed Nanga Parbat 
in a pretty exceptional way. Wasn't your 
climb rather like that? 

Not really. Buhl planned to go to the top 
and descend the same route. My idea was 
also to go to the top and then descend our 
route, the Rupal Face. But when my brother 
arrived, we got into a new situation: we 
were forced to go down the Diamir Face, 
and this was not planned. Minute after 
minute, I had to make decisions during that 
descent; not every hour, but from minute to 
minute. 

Were you frightened? 

It was perhaps the only time I have been in 
a situation in which for two or three days I 
was always at my limit - physically and 
mentally. We were close to going crazy, be
cause we were worried not only about not 
finding the correct route, but also about the 
ever-present possibility of dying, because of 
cold or avalanche. I had, of course, ex
perienced short periods of this sort of 
tension on other expeditions, and on climbs 
in the Alps. There are moments when you 
think that now you are going to fall, fall 
down for ever; during solo climbs, for in
stance, when you are in a very difficult 
situation and maybe haven't got the right 
piton, or when you have to do a very 
difficult move without protection. On 
Manaslu, I was perhaps at my limit for one 
or two hours, but not for days. On Nanga 
Par bat, it was for days: sleeping without a 
tent, just surviving. 

Since then you have written nine books. From 
your writing it is clear that you are interested 
in the historical side of climbing, and in 
assessing future trends. During the last ten 
years, we have seen some very exciting ex
pedition climbing. How do you view that 
particular period? 

To me, it is fairly clear: expedition climbing 
seems to be developing in the same way as 
alpinism. There appear to have been three 
periods of development in the Alps: we have 
had the alpinism of conquest and the alpi
nism of difficulty, and today we have the 
alpinism of style, or sporting alpinism. In 
the Himalayas, it is the same thing, al
though the cycle has been greatly compres
sed. A hundred years after the exploration 
of the Alps, we had the big expeditions of 
conquest in the Himalayas: Annapurna in 
1950, Everest and Nanga Parbat in 1953, 

Kangchenjunga in 1955, Makalu, Dhaula
giri, and so on. After that came the period 
of difficulty. Bonington's expedition to the 
South Face of Annapurna perhaps marked 
the beginning of this period : now, after five 
years, it has reached its climax and is really 
a declining force. 

What would you regard as the highpoints of 
that period? 

Annapurna South Face and the Rupal Face 
of Nanga Parbat in the same year, and the 
West Pillar of Makalu in the next year. 
Manaslu South Face was in the same 
period, but it was not so important, as it 
was neither as difficult nor as steep as the 
others. After that, there were the big face 
climbs on Everest and Makalu in 1975, and 
maybe they were the most important. 

All big expeditions. 

Yes, all big expeditions, all adopting more 
or less the same style and tactics. Perhaps 
some had a little more gear and some had a 
little less, but there were always ten to 
fifteen climbers and a lot of Sherpas. After 
that, it was logical that the next period 
should be marked by a more sporting style 
of expedition, and that is what we were 
trying on Hidden Peak. 

What developments do you predict in the 
next ten years? The big expeditions are 
clearly going to continue, aren't they? 

Surely. There will be more big expeditions 
to big faces in the old style, but these will 
really only be interesting to the people in
volved. It is impossible to make any ad
vance now with the type of big expedition 
that was mounted to the South-West Face 
of Everest. That was the most difficult face 
on the highest mountain, and it was valid 
to make every effort to climb it. But now 
we must move on to new styles. We must 
climb with less equipment, fewer people and 
less money: that is the only logical way to 
progress. 

What sort of problems do you have in mind? 

There are six or seven great problems left 
on the highest mountains: the Eigerwands 
and the Walker Spurs of the Himalayas. 
After that, we will see the advent of routes 
like the Eiger Direct and the Cima Grande 
Direct: routes without logic, but part and 
parcel of the search for difficulty. The 
logical problems that remain include all the 
ridges on K2, the South Faces of Dhaulagiri 
and Cho Oyu, the North Spur of Kang
chenjunga, the two remaining lines on the 
South Face of Annapurna, and the East 
Spurs of Manaslu. 

In climbing, we frequently refer to the ethical 
or stylish way of doing something. How do 
you see this criterion being applied to the 
problems you have mentioned? 

Two groups of climbers will develop. Some 
will join big expeditions, in the hope of 
making a new route on a big mountain. 

Others will try, with perhaps less chance of 
success, to climb difficult routes on 8,000m. 

peaks, in groups of two, three or four, and 
a maximum of five. 

And you consider that problems like the 
South Faces of Dhaulagiri and Cho Oyu 
should be climbed by such groups? 

Yes. Look, in the 'fifties, mountains like 
Annapurna, Everest and Nanga Parbat 
were climbed by big expeditions, involving 
a lot of money and a lot of people. But in 
1954, Tichy climbed Cho Oyu, admittedly 
by an easy route. As far as I was concerned, 
that was a big step forward, because every
one could see that it was possible to climb 
an 8,000m. peak with a small expedition. 
But the next year there was a French ex
pedition to Makalu and a British one to 
Kangchenjunga, and they were put together 
like they were on Annapurna and Everest, 
because people had learned that with these 
techniques they would succeed. But those 
expeditions didn't constitute any real deve
lopment. So, when I consider this period 
historically, it is clear that Annapurna was 
a new thing. So was Everest, because al
though it was still climbed in the same way, 
it is much higher. Nanga Parbat was a new 
thing, too, because Buhl went up alone. 
After that, Cho Oyu was a development, 
but Makalu and Kangchenjunga were not. 
The next real development was perhaps 
Broad Peak. 

The problem, of course, is that the sheer cost 
of big expeditions encourages leaders to make 
every effort to ensure success. If that means 
taking two or three more people and a bit 
more gear, then they are likely to do so, 
rather than fret about ethics and style. 

That's true, but I feel that the chances of 
success are largely the same, whether an 
expedition is big or small. It doesn't matter 
if there are two climbers or ten climbers: 
they must still be very good, or the climb 
will not be possible. But, providing there is 
good weather and no sickness, the party 
should be able to succeed, and it is much 
easier to finance a small expedition of, say, 
four people. 

But what about K2, for example? Last year 
there was a big American expedition on it, 
and this year the Poles are there. Then it's 
going to be the Japanese, and probably the 
British. Surely it is naive to expect these 
expeditions to be small? 

They can take a hundred climbers, if they 
wish; but, as far as I am concerned, success 
achieved in that way would be of minor 
importance. I'm not saying it would be 
nothing, but it wouldn't really be big 
alpinism. 

What, then, do you see as the ideal K2 ex
pedition in the late 'seventies? 

I am sure it would be possible to climb K2 
by the original route with two climbers. For 
a classic new route, four to six people should 
be enough. It ought to be possible to climb 
K2 like this, because, although it has a diffi
cult approach, it doesn't have a big icefall 
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at the start like Everest. Perhaps we will get 
permission for the mountain in the early 
'eighties; if so, we will take a maximum of 
four climbers. There might be a TV team 
to finance the project, but the actual climb
ing team should be no more than four. And 
there will be no high-altitude porters, either. 
Otherwise K2 is not a problem : if an ex
pedition is so big that the leader can con
fidently predict success from the outset -
assuming no bad weather or illness - then 
this is not really a challenge for me. It is 
only when there is some doubt about the 
outcome that such a climb becomes in
teresting. 

A four-man expedition on K2 will clearly 
have to be composed of very experienced and 
able climbers who go well at altitude. Where 
would you find such a party ? 

Put together Haston, Seigneur, Habeler 
and Scott, and they will do it. 

International parties don't have a very good 
record for harmony. 

In small groups it is possible . I may try to 
set up an international expedition on 
Dhaulagiri , if only to raise the finance . 
Small groups don't really need a leader. The 
leader is, or should be, only important for 
obtaining permission, and for dealing with 
formalities in Kathmandu or Rawalpindi . 
After that, you don't need a leader. When
ever I have done a climb with a small group, 
we have never had leadership problems. 

But, when four people are climbing a moun
tain, they aren't always climbing together; 
once they become separated, unless there is 
a clear understanding between the climbers, 
funny things can happen. You saw that on 
Manaslu, for instance. 

Yes, but the really important thing is that 
everyone is going well and climbing about 
the same. It's not good when one is much 
stronger than the others. Everyone must be 
able to climb alone up to 7,000m. There is 
no place for alpine 'kids' on this type of 
project. So it is important to have a really 
able group. 

Do you think that a long Himalayan 
apprenticeship is necessary as a basis for this 
type of expedition? 

After you have made two or three visits to 
high altitude, you will know a little about 
yourself - not everything, but enough. The 
same sort of thing is true in the Alps : when 
a man has done the Eigerwand, the Matter
horn , the Grandes Jorasses and maybe the 
Dru, he knows he can do most things in the 
Alps. But only one of these climbs is not 
enough: it could have been a fluke, or just 
a matter of luck. Only when you have suc
ceeded three or four times do you know 
that luck isn't really a factor. And that 
applies in the Himalayas. There are all sorts 
of things that are different at high altitude : 
the light is different, for instance, and that 
plays havoc with scale; things seem so 
close when really they are far away. 

It must also help to have a fair idea of your 
own capabilities. Scott's and Haston's 
bivouac on Everest, and your descent of the 
Diamir, must both have been very testing 
experiences. Things like that must give you 
tremendous confidence. 

Yes. Although that can also be a little 
dangerous, because you may think : "Well, 
I bivouacked at 28,000ft. on Everest with
out oxygen, so l can do everything." For 
me, it was a good thing we failed on Makalu 
and Lhotse, after succeeding on Nanga 
Parbat and Manaslu; otherwise we would 
not have succeeded on Hidden Peak. 

Why is that ? 

Because I had a big respect for Hidden Peak. 
Also, Makalu and Lhotse made me realize 
that it is very difficult to succeed on an 
8,000m. peak. Perhaps I had built up too 
much confidence after Nanga Parbat and 
Manaslu. So, on Hidden Peak, I was more 
careful and left nothing to chance. 

The evidence suggests that there is no 
guarantee of a consistently good perfor
mance at high altitude. Hillary for instance, 
failed on Maka!u, eight years after his 
success on Everest. How confident are 
you that you will be able to spot something 
like that coming, so that you don't get ill in 
the middle of a big climb? 

I think I can feel it. I seem to have deve
loped a sense about my body, so that I 
know when it is performing well on a big 
expedition. For instance, I have a trouble
some zone around 6,000m., where I always 
feel bad. So I avoid putting camps at that 
height now, because it's not good for me. 

You were slower than Habe!er on Hidden 
Peak - your second expedition that year. 

Yes, I was carrying the cine-camera and 
spare cassettes and our rucksack on the 
last day. It was the strain of filming that 
really slowed me up. 

Were you at all worried about Habeler; 
about how he would perform at altitude? 

Not really. I had seen him on Yerupaja, and 
l was pretty confident that he would go 
well . He has a slow pulse, he is thin and 
small , and he has a low blood pressure; all 
that is very important. 

You obviously feel that we are on the thres
hold of an exciting new phase in Himalayan 
climbing. What do you think will be the 
ultimate climb of the new era? A solo 
attempt on Everest? 

I'm sure it would be possible, but I think it 
would be a little bit crazy. The icefall and 
that long glacier would have to be negotia
ted, and it would be very difficult to solo 
there with any degree of safety. 

So what is the ultimate ? In Alpine climbing 
it is a winter solo of a new route on a very 
difficult face . What is the Himalayan 
equivalent ? 

Perhaps to solo a new route on an 8,000m. 
peak that has few of the glacier and icefall 
problems that really do call for the presence 

of a companion. Ideally, there would be no 
porters and no support. Someone else could 
be in the base camp, but on the face the 
climber must be alone. 

Presumably you are thinking of peaks like 
K2, or perhaps Cho Oyu South Face: peaks 
with a reasonable descent. 

Yes, the descent is an important factor. But 
I don't think you should seek out such a 
route specifically in order to do it in winter, 
as Bonatti speculated in one of his books. 
That wouldn't be logical, in my opinion. 
It's logical to do the climb solo, but not to 
stack up the difficulties artificially by doing 
it in poor or colder weather. 

Who would you think was capable of such a 
performance ? 

There are a few people who could do it, but 
I doubt if anyone would succeed on the 
first attempt. The problems, of course, are 
not merely technical; there are also psycho
logical difficulties attached to being alone 
for perhaps fifteen days, carrying all your 
equipment and food . 

Looking back, do you think now that you 
could have soloed Hidden Peak? 

No. You need to have somebody near you: 
it gives you tremendous extra confidence. 
Anyway, Hidden Peak is not a good moun
tain for soloing. The normal route is O.K., 
but our route has a dangerous crevassed 
glacier, and it would be crazy to solo that. 
You might make it once, but not twice. 
Really, there are only a few routes in the 
Himalayas that are suitable for this sort of 
climbing. But the big problem facing any
one envisaging the type of climb we have 
been discussing is the matter of obtaining 
permission. In Nepal and Pakistan, they 
are selling the permits, and they are in
terested in getting big expeditions. I have 
been trying to get permission for a two-man 
expedition to an 8,000m. peak, in both 
Pakistan and Nepal, since 1972, and it took 
three years to get permission for Hidden 
Peak. Our next project, Dhaulagiri South 
Face, is also going to be small, and the 
Nepalese don' t like it . "Why do you want 
to come with only four or five men?" they 
ask. "Why not bring ten men - it's better 
for us." Luckily I persuaded them to agree 
to five for this trip . 

So what is the answer in the long term? 

Knowing the authorities in these countries, 
I think it will be very difficult to get a one
man expedition lined up. Of course you can 
climb in a clandestine way, but you will be 
in trouble if they find out. We will just have 
to wait for the authorities to get used to the 
idea that climbers are interested in a new 
type of al pin ism. In my view our generation 
has the chance to take part in the most 
fascinating period of Himalayan climbing; 
the situation there is similar to the great 
periods of The Alps and Yosemite, but now 
we are looking for logical problems on the 
highest walls in the world. £ 
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IN 1960, ANNAPURNA 2 (26,041ft.), 
easternmost summit of the Annapurna 
group, was the goal of a British-Indian
Nepalese Army expedition under the leader
ship of Lt. Col. James Roberts. They 
attacked the peak from the north, following 
a route from the Marsyandi Khola. After 
four camps had been set up along the route 
to Annapurna 4 (24,688ft.), the peak scaled 
in 1955 by a four-man German team led by 
the late Heinz Steinmetz, a prolonged spell 
of bad weather called for a withdrawal to 
Base Camp. By the middle of May, Camp 5 
(23,852ft.) was established on the shoulder 
of Annapurna 4, where the long West Ridge 
branches off towards Annapurna 2. At this 
point, a slight loss in altitude was unavoid
able, and a site for Camp 6 was found near 
the base of the final summit pyramid, at 
about 23,622ft. A supply of oxygen bottles 
was dumped here on May 16, but once 
again the weather posed a threat, so the 
climbers withdrew along the ridge, back to 
Camp 5. Somewhat unexpectedly, the skies 
cleared early on the 17th. Despite the con
siderable horizontal distance to be covered, 
it was decided to make a dash straight for 
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the top, instead of staying a night at 
Camp 6. 

Dick Grant, Chris Bonington and Sherpa 
Ang Nyima made up the lead team. They 
were followed by Sherpas Urkien and 
Mingma Tsering, who carried enough sup
plies and equipment to equip Camp 6 for 
the descent. At the supply dump, the sum
miters replaced their partially emptied 

The world's highest mountains, by 
G.O. and Norman Dyhrenfurth 

oxygen cylinders with fresh ones and pushed 
on. Since Grant's apparatus was giving 
trouble, Bonington took over the lead. 
Climbing the summit pyramid proved fairly 
difficult, with steep snow slopes and un
stable rock sections. But the men were 
more than equal to the task, and the sum
mit was reached at 4.0 p.m. One of the 
highest untrodden peaks had been won. By 
nightfall, the happy trio had reached the 
welcome shelter of Camp 6, after a rather 
harrowing descent of the summit pyramid. 

Next morning, the third ascent of Anna-

purna 4 was made by Urkien and Mingma, 
who had returned to Camp 5 while the 
others were on their summit climb. The 
pair made the ascent entirely on their own 
volition, just for the fun of it! As 'proof' of 
their visit, they attached a dirty handker
chief to a pole which they stuck in the 
summit snow, where later visitors were able 
to find it. 

The second ascent of Annapurna 2 was 
made by the Third Jugoslav Himalayan 
Expedition 1969, under Ales Kunaver. On 
October 21 , Annapurna 4 was climbed for 
the fifth time by Kunaver, L. Golob and 
Dr. J. Andlovic, the team's physician. On 
the 22nd, Kazimir Drasler and Matija 
Malezic stepped on to the highest point of 
Annapurna 2, at 6.35 in the evening. Their 
descent by moonlight was a major achieve
ment, hardly lacking in drama. The final 
assault camp, at 24,016ft., was not reached 
until the early hours of the morning. On 
April 25, 1970, a Japanese expedition from 
Kansai University made another ascent of 
Annapurna 4, without venturing further to
wards her bigger neighbour. 

In 1971, a strong team from Shinshu 



Left: The North Face of Annapurna 2 from one 
of the lower camps of the 1960 expedition. 
Annapurna 4 is just off the pictu~e to the right 
and the main peak was approached along 
the linking skyline ridge. Photo: Bonington 
collection. 

University attempted Annapurna 2 by the 
northern flank. Dr. M. Nishigori, the leader, 
and nine team members approached the 
peak by way of Pisang, in the Marsyandi 
valley, and the Salatang Khola. Camp 2 
was placed on the Great lee Shelf, at 
17,389ft., on April 3. Ten days of terrible 
weather and avalanche danger necessitated 
changes in the proposed route, and the 
climbers moved more to the right to reach 
the main ridge which connects the two 
Annapurnas. Camp 5 (23,951ft.) was not 
occupied until May 3. Next morning, 
twenty-two-year-old Masatochi Sato, the 
youngest man on the team, and Sirdar 
Girme Dorje started off for the top. They 
had to turn back at about 25,600ft., when 
Sato collapsed of exhaustion. He fell twice 
during the descent, but his companion, an 
outstanding Sherpa, veteran of Hillary's 
1960/61 expedition and the A.M.E.E. 1963, 
held him both times. By 9.0 p.m., Sato was 
unable to continue. Girme Dorje chopped 
a level spot, drove in an ice axe, and tied the 
sick man securely to it, before hurrying 
down the mountain to get help. He reached 
Camp 5 at 9.30, and a rescue team was 
assembled and despatched in record time. 
Above them, the party could see a tiny light 
in the darkness where Sato was lying tied 
to his ice axe. However, when they reached 
the spot at 10.0, there wasn' t a trace of Sato 
to be seen, and all efforts to find him were 
in vain. He may have recovered temporarily 
from his exhaustion, felt the bitter cold and 
decided to descend on his own. Any fall on 
that route was bound to be fatal. Following 
this tragedy, the expedition evacuated the 
mountain and headed for home. 

Another team from Japan attempted 
Gangapurna (24,457ft.) in the autumn of 
1971 (Giinter Hauser's West German ex
pedition had climbed the peak in 1965). 
Leader Sumi Shimizu, Takeshi Akabane 
and Sirdar Girme Dorje reached the sum
mit on October 15, on the eve of a severe 
snowstorm. Three Japanese climbers and 

five Sherpas, among them the brave Girme 
Dorje, were subsequently buried under 
avalanches. 

The Sangaku-Doshikai Expedition of 
1973 was led by Yukio Shimamura. The 
original intent was to probe the mountain's 
southern defences, but closer inspection 
proved these to be formidable indeed! It 
was therefore decided to follow the route 
opened up by the Shinshu University group 
in 1971 (that is, from the north on to the 
West Ridge). On the final day, one of the 
three summit candidates returned to Camp 
5 to fetch a camera and the flags, which had 
inadvertently been left behind. The second 
man proceeded to prepare a bivouac, which 
seemed as though it would be inevitable, 
while the third man, Katsuyuki Kondo, 
headed for the top. Seeing the three men so 
widely separated on the ridge, the expe
dition leader grabbed his walkie-talkie and 
ordered them back to Camp 5. The first two 
complied, but Katsuyuki Kondo, who 
apparently failed to receive the message, 
carried on with his solitary ascent. At 8.30, 
in bright moonlight, he stepped on to the 
summit. It was a truly remarkable perfor
mance. On the way down, he turned in at 

Editorial Note 
We have now completed ten articles in this 
series on the twenty-five highest peaks in 
the world . Annapurna 2 is the sixteenth 
highest peak, and we hope to cover the 
remaining peaks in the next fifteen issues 
of Mountain, finishing with a major article 
on Everest. During the period while we have 
been publishing the series, Giinther Oscar 
Dyhrenfurth has died, and the work of 
translating and updating each article has 
been shouldered by his son, Norman, who 
has worked in close collaboration with 
Mountain. It is hoped that these articles will 
serve not only to chronicle the past, but also 
to provide useful pointers for the future by 
illustrating some of the great unclimbed 
faces of these mountains. 

The world's twenty-five highest peaks are 
listed below, together with the issues of 
Mountain in which the relevant articles have 
appeared. (Note . Satellite peaks on Kangchen
junga, Lhotse and Broad Peak are all discussed 
in the chapter on the main summit .) 

the previously prepared bivouac-site, where 
he spent a fairly comfortable night. Next 
morning he returned to Camp 5. 

In the spring of 1974, Annapurna 2 was 
the goal of a West German team, led by 
Peter Bednar. Having occupied Camp 5 on 
April 26, they made an unauthorized 
'warm-up' ascent of Annapurna 4. Unfor
tunately, their over-zealous liaison officer 
found it necessary to report this by wireless 
to his Government. The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs ordered the expedition's immediate 
return to Kathmandu, imposed a fine of 
Rs . 6,000, and banned all members and 
organizers from climbing in Nepal for the 
next three years. This is the second time 
that such strong action has been taken by 
the Government on a violation of its laid
down rules on mountaineering. The other 
cause celebre was Yannick Seigneur's un
authorized ascent of Taboche, near Mount 
Everest . .A. 
Bibliography 
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1 Everest 29,028ft 
2 K2 28,741 (28,250)ft 
3 Kangchenjunga 28,208ft 
4 Lhotse/Lhotse Shar 27,890ft 
5 Makalu 27,790ft 
6 Dhaulagiri I 26,810ft 
7 Manaslu 26,760ft 
8 Cho Oyu 26,750ft 
9 Nanga Parbat 26,660ft 

10 Annapurna I 26,504ft 
11 Gasherbrum J 26,470ft 
12 Broad Peak 26,400ft 
13 Shisha Pangma 26,291ft 
14 Gasherbrum 2 26,360ft 
15 Gasherbrum 3 26,090ft 
16 Annapurna 2 26,041 ft Mt. 51 
17 Gasherbrum 4 26,000ft Mt. 49 
18 Gyachung Kang 25,910ft Mt. 48 
19 Himal Chuli 25,895ft Mt. 47 
20 Disteghil Sar 25,868ft Mt. 46 
21 Nuptse 25,850ft Mt. 45 
22 Kunyang Kish 25,760ft Mt. 44 
23 Peak 29 25,760ft Mt. 43 
24 Masherbrum 25,660ft Mt. 42 
25 Nanda Devi 25,645ft Mt. 41 
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THE 
KARAKORAM 

OPENS UP 
(addendum to main article in Mountain 49) 

Not unexpectedly, our major coverage of the 
Karakoram has brought in a number of cor
rections, additions and clarifications. We are 
publishing these below, together with a revised 
list of the area's highest unclimbed peaks. 

Mango Gusor/Bakhor Das. The mountain pic
tured in the top right-hand corner of page 17 
has been identified as Bakhor Das (c. l 9,060ft.), 
the northern satellite of Mango Gusor. In 
Maraini's book, Karakoram, the mountain is 
incorrectly named as Mango Gusor. It is un
climbed. 

Sia Kangri. In the Information item on page 11, 
we erroneously reported Reist's ascent as the 
second. In fact, it was probably the fourth. 

K2. The Pakistani height estimation of 28,741 ft. 
has been confirmed (see also letter on page 43), 
but the experts are still sceptical. Bolinder com
ments: "The height of 28,250ft. was checked 
from nine different points by both British and 
Italian surveys, and thus cannot be discounted 
too easily. There is some reason to believe that 
mountains in the area have been measured on 
the low side (Skilbrum was found to be 500ft. 
higher than the map figure, for instance), but, 
as K2's height has been so carefully checked, 
the new figure should be treated with some 
caution." 
The caption to our cover photo incorrectly 
labels the left skyline as the North-West Ridge. 
It is in fact the West Ridge, and the route at
tempted by the Americans is out of sight. 

Trango Towers. We failed to put a caption to 
our centrespread, Galen Rowell's magnificent 
long-focus photo of the Trango Towers, seen 
from the Baltoro Glacier near rDokrass. The 
slender tower on the right has just been climbed 
by a British team, who took a route up the 
shadowy section on the left side. 

Grand Cathedral. The photo-caption on page 31 
is incorrect: the second Italian route cannot be 
seen, as it is further to the right. 

Peak captioning for Panoramas 
in Mountain 49 

LEFT-HAND SECTION OF WIDE 
PANORAMA ON PAGES 28 AND 29 
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Panoramic views. Several errors and omissions 
were made in labelling the panoramas on pages 
16, 28 and 29. In particular, we failed to iden
tify Chogolisa. Mustagh Tower and Nanga 
Parbat (which was mis-captioned as Kapaltang 
Kun). Four revised diagrams are published here 
to match up with the original panoramas. 

Height listings. The list on page 19, which was 
taken from Mordecai's tables, contains a 
number of minor errors and many omissions. 
A revised list is published here. 

Unclimbed Karakoram Peaks 
25,610ft Masherbrum West 
25,540ft Batura Mustagh 1 
25,500ft Gasherbrum 2 East 
25,361ft Batura Mustagh 2 
25,282ft K 35 
24,935ft Broad Peak North 
24,750ft Skiang (Skyang) Kangri 
24,690ft Mamostong Kangri 
24,650ft Saser Kangri 2 (K 24) 

c. 24,600ft Yukshin Garden Peak 
c. 24,600ft Batura Mustagh 3 

24,590ft Saser Kangri 3 (K 23) 
24,580ft Pumarikish (Kanjut 2) 
24,330ft Saser Kangri 4 (Cloud Peak) 
24,239ft Ultar 
24,230ft Rimo 1 
24,218ft Teram Kangri 3 
24,212ft Sherpi Kangri West 
24,088ft Mt. Ghent N.W. 
24,018ft Gasherbrum 5 
24,009ft Boiohagur Duanasir 
23,960ft Sherpi Kangri 

c. 23,950ft Yutmaru Sar 
23,900ft Baintha Brakk (The Ogre) 
23,898ft Pasu Peak 
23,834ft The Crown 

MAIN TITLE PICTURE FROM PAGE 16 
K2 

23,829ft 
23,770ft 
23,750ft 
23,720ft 
23,720ft 
23,622ft 
23,501ft 
23,500ft 
23,520ft 
23,478ft 
23,440ft 
23,320ft 
23,266ft 
23,163ft 
23,113ft 
23,000ft 
22,976ft 
22,834ft 
22,790ft 
22,790ft 
22,747ft 
22,740ft 

Savoia 1 
Asparasas 1 
Asparasas 2 
Rimo 2 
Asparasas 3 
Lupghar Sar 
Serac Peak 
Masherbrum 2 
Rimo 3 
Savoia 2 
Latok 1 
Latok 2 
Changtok 1 
Savoia 3 
Changtok 2 
Hachindar Kish 
Gasherbrum 6 
Pt. 6960 (Latok) 
Latok 3 
Singhi Kangri 2 
K7 
Broad Peak 3 

First ascents in 1974, 1975 and 1976. 
26,247ft Broad Peak Central Polish 
26,090ft Gasherbrum 3 Polish 
25,110ft Chogolisa South West Austrian 
24,997ft Shispare Polish 
24,503ft K12 Japanese 
24,490ft Teram Kangri 1 Japanese 
23,950ft Urdok 1 Austrian 
23,820ft Malubiting Central Japanese 
23,435ft Kampire Dior Japanese 
23,428ft Singhi Kangri 1 Japanese 
24,300ft Teram Kangri 2 Japanese 
23,261ft Ghenta Peak Polish 
22,920ft Laila Japanese 



Waterproof Down Gear 

:EV.EREST 
TH.E HARD WAY 

that Breathes 
Featuring the revolutionary new fabric laminate 

GORE-TEX 
Marmot Down Shirt ... Gore-Tex Marmot Down Sweater ... all the 
backing on ripstop nylon, filled features of the Shirt with 8.5 oz. 
with 6 oz. white Polish goose down. of down. 
Wear it in the rain . It stays dry. 

Marmot Gopher Bag ... Gore-Tex 
keeps water off. 1.75 lbs. goose 
down with 8" loft. Ideal for 
white water canoeing or out-

• ings in wet regions. Total 
weight, 3.25 lbs. 

Marmot Pocket Gopher ... AII 
the features of the Gopher. 
For the lightweight fanatic, 
only 2. 75 lbs. and 7" loft. 
Imagine sleeping in the rain 
with no tent! 

CHRIS BONINGTON 
CflRIS B0NING1ON EVEREST 

THE HARDWAY 
The First Ascent of 
The South West Face 
A frank, day-by-day account by Chris 
Bonington and his team of one of 
British mountaineering's greatest 
achievements. 
80 pages of full colour photographs 

£6.95 

Hodder & Stoughton 
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Everest - The Hard Way 

by Chris Bonington 

Hodder & Stoughton: £6.95 
This is a beautifully produced 
book, illustrated with almost a 
hundred superb colour photo
graphs. Everest being public 
property, the book had not 
only to withstand scrutiny from 
climbers and provide an accurate 
account of the event, but also 
to appeal to the public. It suc
ceeds in all these, its ever
increasing pace being sustained 
by the inclusion of numerous 
excerpts by the people on the 
job, so that scientific detach
ment and human interest are 
both maintained. 
The British Expedition was built 
on solid foundations : finan
cially secure, with a good team, 
first-hand knowledge of the 
South-West Face, and improved 
equipment. Purists might ac
cuse the expedition of profes
sionalism, though I personally 
think this approach was right -
even if it necessitated the sup
port of a bank. "Can Britain 
afford it?" came the cry, but at 
half the price of a footballer 
the answer had to be "yes". 
Plans were computer-aided : 
one is inclined to say "cob
blers" to that overblown show 
of efficiency. In contrast to 
normal expedition policy, the 
men were apparently chosen 
for particular tasks: get the best 
man available for the job, and 
if we're weak on climbing 
strength we'll top 'em up - nice 
if you have the brass. Boning
ton apparently exercised com
plete control over team selec
tion, and this and the subsequent 
pairing of climbers throughout 
the expedition seem to have 
thrown him (and thus the reader) 
into a mental turmoil from which 
there was no respite. 
The refreshingly naive extracts 
by 'new boy' Boardman enliven 
the approach chapters, which 
are not too long, References to 
Sherpas I have known held my 
interest, but the death of the 
young Sherpa boy, while the 
'Blue Peter· flag was hoisted, 
made me want to spit. 
At the Western Cwm, the Sunday 
Times correspondent left - ap
parently a tearless parting, for he 
blotted his copybook by refusing 
to show his reports to the ex
pedition members, a standard 
expedition situation and one in 
which Bonington himself has oft 
figured. At Camp 2, ahead of 
schedule and with every right to 
feel optimistic, the expedition 
began the assault on the face. 
From this point onwards, the 
book becomes steadily more 
compelling reading. Bonington's 
attitude - he felt "like an Admiral 
in his Flagship" and refers to 
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playing soldier games, etc. - has 
characteristically always made 
it difficult for him to understand 
the 'civilian· mentality. Later, as, 
the struggle intensifies, the 
climber inside is revealed. 
The route was pushed up to 
Camp 3, and then 4, and between 
avalanches the mental strain 
built up: there's a good account 
by Braithwaite about this sec
tion. There are one or two ex
cerpts from the doctor's diary, 
too, a bit too sweet for my taste, 
with a touch of grovel. By Camp 
5, the numbers of people plod
ding up and down diminished, 
and the reader begins to get a 
clearer picture of what was hap
pening. One incident left me 
baffled: the leaving of the semi
conscious Jim Duff to sort him
self out after collapsing on a 
carry, though Estcourt and 
Braithwaite came to the rescue 
without much time to spare. 
Estcourt's and Braithwaite's 
account of the nerve-sapping 
epic struggle up the crucial gully 
through the Rock Band gives 
concentrated interest, while 
Haston's and Scott's subsequent 
summit bid proved fraught with 
unexpected difficulties. Tension 
is maintained to the very end. In 
the aftermath of success, the 
fight for mental and physical 
survival began in earnest. 
Euphoric with success, the ex
pedition launched its second 
summit bid. Meanwhile, Mac
Innes departed the expedition, 
apparently not fully recovered 
from a nasty avalanche experi
ence. The second summit party 
ran into difficulties, and the final 
outcome brought not only suc
cess, but also frustration, despair 
and death, as the climbers finally 
realized their impotence in the 
face of Himalayan hostility. 
The book's size belies the length 
of the text, which is just right. 
Once on the face, the story takes 
one along with the momentum 
of the push for the top. The price 
is not excessive by today's 
crazy monetary standards and, 
even if you only look at the pic
tures, it's one for your bookcase. 
Such expeditions always leave 
many points of unending discus
sion. Why the deputy leader 
suddenly departed, how a deaf 
and dumb Sherpa boy drowned 
unnoticed, Mick Burke's disap
pearance, and the surprise com
position of the second summit 
party, are some of the puzzles 
that the book leaves unrevealed. 
I can almost hear a Scot saying, 
"questions for the punters". 
Maybe, but there seems to be a 
page missing from my book, for, 
despite the almost laboriously 
thorough and detailed reference 
section, I can't find a detailed 
account of the Barclay's loot. 
Don Whillans 

The Unknown Mountain 

by Don Munday 

The Mountainers: $6.95 

This is a book about frontier ex
ploration, before the days of 
photogrammetic survey. It is a 
book about looking around 
ridges, over cols and down from 
summits; about seeing hills peep 
over hills, and alps on alps 
arising. "The stupendous glacier 
stretched away below us north
ward for perhaps 30 miles to a 
broad snow pass leading we 
knew not where ... Unknown 
valleys opened to north and west. 
Inland the bold architecture of 
granite peaks softened to the 
reddish mountains of the tran
sition zone where the Coast 
Range sank away into the purple 
distances of the interior plateau. 
Our gaze swept over perhaps 
30,000 square miles ... We had 
outrun the mapmakers ... an-
swers to many topographic 
questions lay displayed, but, as 
ever, new queries arose." 
The first edition of this book was 
published in England in 1948, 
and this is an exact reproduction, 
including thirty-two pages of 
photographs from the original 
negatives. In it, Don Munday re
counts the ten years of annual 
expeditions, which he under
took with his wife, Phyllis, and 
friends into the Coast Range of 
British Columbia, starting in the 
mid-twenties. 
Their explorations were among 
the first of those undertaken and 
recorded as mountaineering in 
the Coast Range: the first after 
the previous movements of 
trappers, prospectors and other 
wilderness pioneers, whose 
geographic discoveries have 
mostly been lost through going 
unrecorded. The Mundays· 
mountaineering was undertaken 
in a spirit of wandering. Munday 
insisted that passes and glaciers 
were respectable mountaineering 
objectives, as well as peaks. 
Nowadays, the rigours of ap
proaching these mountains are 
frequently bypassed by a heli
copterflight. But in the 'twenties 
and 'thirties the Mundays had 
to struggle out from Vancouver 
in their own boat, encountering 
a strange blend of frontier sus
picion, territorial possessiveness, 
simplicity and hospitality at the 
isolated settlements around the 
inlets. At these huts and settle
ments they had to sift the mixture 
of guesswork and fact in the in
formation that they gleaned 
from the inhabitants. Then, in the 
days before dehydrated or 
freeze-dried foods or reliable 
boat engines, they made long 
boat trips up rivers choked with 
log jams, hacked their way 
through the wet dense bush and 
diced across swollen rivers. 
They were harrassed by sand
fleas, wasps, wolves and bears. 
"My own load," said Munday, 
"normally amounted to not less 
than half my body-weight. The 
man who cannot pack that load 

all day through rough country 
hardly qualifies being fully fitted 
to tackle the Coast Range. Phyl 
carries a few pounds less than 
myself." In those days the term 
'back packing' implied much 
more than today's cult of maso
chistic weekenders, perspiring 
under great loads of superfluous 
appendages that retailers and 
magazines have persuaded the 
victim consumer to consider as 
essential. 
As well as much adventurous 
back-packing, however, there is 
a strain of self-indulgent back
patting in this book. Munday 
compliments himself continually 
on his own endurance, back
woodsmanship and route-find
ing ability and also snipes at the 
performance of other visitors to 
the range. Although the achieve
ments described quickly win the 
reader's respect, one also 
wonders if, after thirty years, 
Munday's accounts of his ex
peditions retain sufficient literary 
quality to merit a reprint? 
The book is lacking in human 
warmth and background and, to 
the end, Munday and his com
panions remain only two-dimen
sional. It often reads like a 
loosely enlarged diary, and most 
of the important events, achieve
ments and feelings sink amidst 
the trivia and anecdotes. 
Enthusiasts of North American 
mountaineering will find this 
book an interesting historical 
record of bold exploration, but 
other readers may search in vain 
for hints of the joyous unease 
with which that exploration 
must have been undertaken. 
Peter Boardman 

Clogwyn du'r Arddu 

by Alec Sharp 

Climbers' Club: £2.00 

I feel quite a sense of respon
sibility in reviewing this volume, 
for, of all British guidebooks, 
this is the most important and 
the one that has to be right. I 
can imagine and sympathize 
with the burden born by Alec 
Sharp in writing it, and I know 
that the effort that went into its 
production was appreciated by 
many climbers months before 
its publication. 
The effort was worthwhile: the 
result is an excellent guide to 
our most important cliff. If ever 
a guide could be described as 
slim, sexy and erotic, then this 
is it: you can almost feel the 
power of the cliffs and the in
tensity of the climbs, just by 
holding it. This is a complete 
re-write and reassessment, not 
a re-hash, as so many lesser 
guides tend to be. It is contro
versial in its content, and pro
gressive in its standpoint on 
aid, style and gradings. If ever a 
guide is to set a trend, then I 
sincerely hope it will be this 
one. The publishers' hand-out 
does it a disservice by labelling 
the 'free-state' descriptions of 
Shrike and Great Wall as con-



troversial, when in fact the 
controversial climbs are those 
such as White Slab and Llithrig, 
which are described with pre
viously eliminated aid. 
The guide is marked by extreme 
brevity of route description. 
This is excellent in concept, in 
so far as it leaves the climbing 
to the climber, but there could 
perhaps have been a little more 
humour or comment. There is 
only an historical section, and 
we are spared the bulky notes 
on geology, flora and fauna, 
bird-watching and flower
arranging that editors seem de
termined to insert. Personally, 
I've never been able to take 
much notice of flowers and birds 
when I've been gripped out of 
my head, as I mostly am on 
Cloggy - but that's what we go 
there for, isn·t it? 
Now for the little perk that all 
guide reviewers get: the nit
picking section. I use the term 
'nit-picking" in the most frivo
lous sense: whatever little faults 
there are to find in this guide, 
they are virtually meaningless 
when contrasted with the 
superb concept of the book as 
an indicator of the contem
porary 'state of the art' in Wales. 
Grades and stars give most 
cause for complaint, although 
this is perhaps mainly a matter 
of personal preference. How
ever, Great Wall is certainly 
over-graded at 6a on its first 
pitch; in no way does the diffi
culty compare with that of some 
5c pitches on Cloggy, Silhouette 
or Medi, for example. Curving 
Arete deserves a star, but it is 
certainly over-graded at Hard XS, 
being nothing like as difficult or 
serious as, say, Gemini or even 
The Boldest. It is interesting to 
look back and regrade some of 
the 'fifties routes, using Curving 
Arete as a measure of serious
ness, and bearing in mind the 
protection available at the time. 
I counted no less than nineteen 
routes that would have war
ranted the Hard XS grade! 
Two routes, Scorpio and Sil
houette, take the same piece of 
rock; Silhouette takes the best 
line, while Scorpio has more 
varied climbing, but I fail to see 
why Scorpio should have two 
stars and Silhouette one. The 
Drummond witch-hunt con
tinues: Midsummer Night's 
Dream is not even named as a 
route, although it gets a con
temptuous mention for the re
cord. Really, the route was done, 
and in no worse style than 
November or Great Wall. The 
East Gully Wall routes are a little 
confusing : East Gully Wall varia 
tions are mixed up on the dia
gram, and advice on the ap
proach to all the routes on this 
section of the crag is omitted. 
I've run out of nits now, and it 
only remains for me to make 
two pleas. First, to all of you: 
go out and buy this guide, be
cause it's worth having, whether 
you intend to go there or not. 

And, finally, a plea to the other 
Climbers' Club guide writers: 
adopt Sharp's philosophy and 
don't produce either fiascos like 
the last Three Cliffs and Snow
don South guides, or ethically 
backward guides like Carneddau 
and Cwm ldwal. 
Pete Livesey 

Squamish Chief Guide 

by Gordon Smail/ 

Published privately: $4.00 
Despite the innumerable minor 
errors in this guide, it is in general 
a useful, if occasionally mis
leading, revision and update of 
the 1967 edition. The descrip
tions are usually accurate, al
though in many cases they betray 
the author's unfamiliarity with 
the routes. Indeed, a number of 
descriptions (such as that of 
North North Arete) appear to 
have been cannibalized from the 
1967 guide. However, if one can 
follow the often incomprehen
sible 'English' of the guide, one 
should also be able to follow the 
routes, especially with the aid of 
the excellent photographs by 
Jack Bryan. There is (fortunately) 
no fault to be found with the 
gradings in the guide, although 
the times given are often opti
mistic. 
Of the many minor mistakes in 
the guide, the exclusion of a map 
of the area, and the lack of a 
plastic cover are the most annoy
ing, while the meaningless car
toons do not add anything 
useful. Many routes have trivial 
errors in the dates and personae 
of first ascents, and, for some 
unknown reason, Smaill includes 
a number of attempted, but in
complete, routes. 
The guide is nevertheless worth 
buying, despite the fact that it 
is already virtually obsolete. 
Written by a Canadian, it pro
vides a useful (if mediocre) 
summary of the routes at what 
is probably Canada's most im
portant rock-climbing centre. 
Anders Ourom 
Copies of this guide can be obtained 
from Box 35236. Station E, Vancouver. 
V6M 4G4, Canada. 

McKinley - Climber's Guide 

edited by Dennis Cowals 

Alaska Alpine Company: 
$5.00 (U.S. & Canada) 
$10.00 (Europe and Japan) 

This guide takes the unusual 
form of a tough, 34" x 22" 
(1 :25,000), coloured, contoured 
map of the main section of the 
Mt. McKinley massif. On the 
back of the map are printed the 
route descriptions of four of the 
most important climbs on the 
mountain - the Muldrow 
Glacier, the Cassin Ridge, the 
West Buttress and the Western 
Rib - and the lines taken by the 
routes are marked in colour on 
the map. Careful attention to 
layout and typography has al
lowed room for a lot of extra 
information, covering such use
ful matters as camps, timings, 

transport, equipment and, omi
nously and odiously, the hassle 
of Park Service registration. 
Finally, all the information is 
repeated in Japanese (the 
mountain being very popular 
with Japanese climbers). 
This is a novel approach to 
guidebook publishing. It borrows 
something of the style of the 
French Mythra series, and is al
together a very attractive and 
informative package, though 
rather an expensive one for 
foreign customers. Whether it 
can in any way be a substitute 
for a definitive guidebook is 
doubtful, but most will welcome 
it as a useful stop-gap. No doubt 
the Canutes of the climbing 
world will be stirred into the 
usual platitudes about popu
larization, but, as always, they 
will be perfectly at liberty to 
approach the mountain in their 
own way, and McKinley can 
probably be relied upon to pro
vide them with adequate exercise 
and challenge. 
This guide can be obtained from 
Alaska Alpine Company. P.O. Box 1044, 
Anchorage. Alaska 99510. U.S.A. 

Stanage Area 

by Brian Griffiths and Alan 
Wright 

British Mountaineering 
Council: £2.40 

Griffiths and Wright have done a 
reasonably competent job in up
dating this publication, which 
is among the most important of 
British guides. Stanage Edge is 
indisputably one of the finest 
climbing grounds in Britain. No 
other crag can boast routes in 
such numbers, and of such high 
quality, spread so evenly across 
all the grades. The other fine 
edges covered in the volume, 
Bamford, Rivelin, Agden and 
Wharncliffe, pale by comparison. 
In this guide, the authors have 
adopted the star system to sort 
out the more exceptional routes, 
but they have wisely limited its 
use. Fourteen of Stanage's five 
hundred routes get three stars 
(the Nunn guide gave the appel
lation to six more), while the 
other crags only muster one be
tween them, although Wharn
cliffe seems to have been rather 
harshly dealt with in this respect. 
The balance of the grading seems 
generally correct, but there are 
one or two details that should 
be discussed. Hidden nasties 
that have been upgraded include 
Jeepers Creepers, Nightmare 
Slab, Daydreamer, the Exodus 
group and Tower and Terraza 
Cracks, and few would dispute 
these. But, occasionally, over
zealous upgrading has made 
nonsense of neighbouring 

routes. For example, Valediction, 
on Stanage End, is an easier pro
position than both The Wobbler 
and Surgeon's Saunter, yet all 
now get HVS. I must confess 
that I belong to that feeble band 
of climbers who find the grade 
of VS for Goliath's Groove in
comprehensible, particularly 
when Via Media, Central Trinity 
and Mississippi Buttress (all far 
easier routes) get the same grade . 
This is local cowboyism at its 
most blatant, and the nonsense 
just has to stop. Goliath's 
Groove is either HVS- or vs+, 
if one accepts this guide's idio
syncratic grading nomenclature. 
And that is another thing: the 
writers just could not resist ad
ding a further element of con
fusion to the grading jungle, by 
appending pluses and minuses 
to the VD, S, VS and HVS grades. 
The Peak Committee should have 
known better: they should have 
followed Nunn's example and 
taken one more step towards a 
national system. Instead, con
fusion wins the day. One shud
ders to think of the grading 
complexities that will ensue as 
this ridiculous policy is extended 
across the Peak. 
Two final quibbles are: the ab
sence of route lines on one of the 
Agden diagrams; and, more 
seriously, the inclusion of a hard 
route that (apparently) has not 
even been led. The climb, Ulys
ses Bow XS, takes the right arete 
of Goliath's Groove, and should 
clearly be treated with respect 
until its status becomes more 
established. 
The typesetting and general 
clarity of the guide are first class, 
although the photographs are 
rather disappointing. However, 
at £2.40, such a packed and 
authoritative manual should sell 
by the thousand. 
Ken Wilson 

Mountaineering in Ireland 
by C. W. Wall and Joss Lynam 
Federation of Mountaineer
ing Clubs of Ireland: £1.00 
This is a useful little booklet 
containing comprehensive in
formation on all the main moun
tain groups in Ireland. Rock
climbing is given the briefest 
mention, and readers are referred 
to the relevant guides. This guide 
is mainly for the hill-walker 
and, for a visitor, it forms an 
ideal primer on what Ireland 
has to offer. There is also ad
ditional information on hostels 
and huts, together with a list of 
the 153 mountains of over 
2,000ft. 
Enquires about this and other Irish 
Gu ides shou ld be sent to the F.M .C. L. 
c/o 7 Sorbonne, Ardilea Estate, ' 
Dublin 14. Eire. .A 

FOR YOUR EXPEDITION TO NEPAL 
Mike Cheney, formerly with Mountain Travel, announces 

a new comprehensive EXPEDITION SERVICES organization 
with Sherpa Co-operative Trekking (P) Ltd. 

Write: P.O. Box 1338, Kathmandu, Nepal. 
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LETTERS 
Olympic Mountaineering 

from the General Secretary of the 
B.M.C. 

Dear Editor, 
At a recent U.1.A.A. meeting, the 
Russians attempted to obtain 
recognition for their 'Speed 
Rock-Climbing', and expressed 
a wish to hold a World Cham
pionship. 
Only the U.I.A.A. (as the official 
World Mountaineering body) 
could allow this; but they are in 
a difficult position, as the 
Italians (C.A.I.) already organize 
and run a ski mountaineering 
championship, which they, too, 
would like to call the World 
Championship. 
Italy and some other Alpine 
countries may therefore be pre
pared to go along with the 
Soviets, in order to achieve their 
own objectives. As the B.M.C. 
representative, I adopted a hos
tile attitude towards any 'timed', 
'sponsored' or ·organized' com
petitions. The Americans, the 
Swiss and the Yugoslavs ex
pressed similar feelings, but 
other countries wished to get 
further information before mak
ing up their minds. 
The Soviets have since invited 
all members of the U.I.A.A. Ex
excutive to the Crimea this 
October, to watch their so
called rock-climbing cham
pionships. I feel that the B.M.C. 
should have nothing to do with 
this, and should not even send 
an observer ! 
World Championship sports 
must involve active participa
tion by at least four countries. 
It is believed that the Soviets 
already have the support of the 
Poles, the Czechs and the East 
Germans. Sports which acquire 
World Championship status 
usually go on to become Olym
pic events. An Olympic sport 
needs to be practised on three 
continents, by about sixteen 
countries. Once the Soviets get 
their World Championship, an 
Olympic event could easily fol
low. I think that the B.M .C. 
would consider resigning from 
the U.I.A.A. if these proposals 
were adopted, and I understand 
that both the Swiss and the 
Americans feel the same. 
The U.I.A.A. is a useful organi
zation, with a worthwhile role 
to fulfil. We must not let the 
Soviets ruin it, and we must 
remember that it was the 
B.M.C. that was responsible for 
the election of the Soviets at 
the height of the cold war. 
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Should Russian 
proposals for 
competitive 
climbing 
be opposed? 
Pakistani 
survey 
measures K2 
511 ft. higher. 

We now need to mount a cam
paign to stop these proposals, 
as the future of climbing is at 
stake. As Mountain is read in 
virtually all the countries con
cerned, I hope you will feel able 
to express, through your pages, 
the British disdain for such 
practices. 
Yours faithfully, 
Dennis Gray (Guiseley) 
Editorial comment: Mountain 
fully supports the position taken 
by the B.M.C. and its General 
Secretary in this matter. We be
lieve that any organized compe
tition in mountaineering poses a 
serious threat to the unique 
character of the sport. The 
Russian proposals, and any 
other proposals for formal com
petitions, should be opposed 
in our view. 

The New Cloggy Guidebook 
from Jon Bailey 
Dear Sir, 
Although this guide is work
manlike, clinical and bang up
to-date, it fails in a number of 
areas in my view. 
The main problem arises from 
Cloggy's unique grading 
system. Where else can you 
find 5b Hard Very Severes, and 
5c Mild Extremes? I feel that 
grades should have some degree 
of universality, and should not 
depend on geographical loca
tion. All the main climbing areas 
of England and Wales should 
have comparable grading 
systems, if possible. Being a 
realist, I know that this is not 
always possible, and over the 
years I have come to realize that 
Scottish V. diff. means Hard 
Severe. But we should at least 
try to achieve similarity between 
crags in the same area. 
In Wales, one has to be very wary 
about grades these days. For 
instance, is Holly Buttress on the 
Cromlech really the same grade 
as Carpet Slab; and is Cenotaph 
Corner (XS, 5a) harder than 
Guinivere (HVS, 5b)? Is Nar
row Slab similar to Tri Ion? Both 
have the same grade. It is really 
essential to take a broad view 
of an area, instead of grading 
a crag by itself. 

Another point to consider is 
whether climbing standards are 
improving. The answer can only 
be yes. Yet Great Wall, graded 
free (except for the chalk) at 
6a, is still the limit; but if it 
really represents a break
through in technical standards, 
why not use 6b for it, and in 
later years why not bring in 6c? 
If each new breakthrough 
pushes down the standards of 
other routes, then the whole 
concept of numerical grading 
becomes illogical. 
Yours sincerely, 
Jon Bailey (Glossup) 

Bob Moulton, C.C. Guidebook 
Editor, comments: 
This letter highlights a number of 
significant issues related to 
gradings in guidebooks. It is 
indeed Climbers' Club policy to 
aim at consistency of grading 
throughout its guidebooks, .and 
to this end we ask all our 
authors to canvass as wide a 
concensus of opinion as pos
sible, however well they know 
the climbs in question. Grading 
will always be a subjective 
matter, and we are also realistic 
enough to realize that we will 
never get universal agreement. 
For this reason, the author must 
have the final say in setting 
the grades in his book. I, for 
one, am glad that our authors 
have enough confidence to 
back their own judgement on 
occasion (but not all the time), 
with 'controversial' gradings 
such as that given to Slanting 
Slab. Combinations of rela
tively high numerical gradings 
with low adjectival gradings, 
and vice versa (as in HVS, 5b, 
and XS, 5a) are an intrinsic 
part of the pitch-grading 
system. This distinction be
tween different types of diffi
culty has been implicit in the 
system, ever since it was intro
duced into the British climbing 
scene by Peter Crew and 
Rodney Wilson . Subsequently 
(due no doubt to improved 
protection techniques), there 
has been a tendency towards 
equating numerical and adjec
tival grades, so that 5a is auto
matically HVS, 5b MXS, 5c 
XS and 6a HXS. However, this 
makes the two grades mere 
duplicates of each other and 
renders the system useless. The 
Cloggy Guide, with grades 
such as HVS, 4c (Left Edge), 
is making a bold statement of 
how the system should be used. 
There is no intention of gra-

dually down-grading climbs 
over the years: the system has 
already been extended once to 
incorporate the 6a grade. How
ever, it is inevitable that repeat 
ascents will lead to some 
adjustment of ideas as to the 
correct gradings, particularly 
in the case of harder pitches 
whose grades were originally 
based on a mere handful of 
ascents. 

The Educational Invasion: 
Advice from the B.J.F. 

from Robin Andrews 

Dear Sir, 
In your crusade against the un
speakable educationalists (Edi
torial : Mountain 49), you may 
find the experience of the 
British Jaywalking Federation 
instructive. 
For some years, there has been a 
growing feeling among the 
grass roots of the sport - the 
ordinary club-darters, wan
derers and lurchers - that their 
essentially hazardous way of 
life is being subtly eroded. 
Large parties of cretinous minors 
have appeared on the streets, 
under educational control 
(sometimes covert, sometimes 
blatant) in the form of so-called 
'teachers'. These groups, often 
dressed with boring uniformity, 
have irritated our members be
yond endurance by timorously 
hugging the pavement and re
peating their inane chant of 
"Look Right, Look Left, Look 
Right Again". Some of them are 
apparently even encouraged to 
hold hands as they walk along, 
a revolting sight which caused 
one of our veteran dodgers, 
Kevin Splodge, to mistime his 
run in front of a No. 47 bus on 
the Edgware Road. 
These pitiable children, poten
tial members of the B.J.F. Affi
liated Clubs, will never know 
the wild anarchic freedom of a 
spontaneous dash in front of a 
laden 'artic' on a steep hill: the 
hiss of the air brakes, the surge 
of adrenalin, the clarion note of 
the horn and, afterwards, the 
delightful detumescent languor, 
as statements are taken and the 
broken glass swept away. 
Ironically enough, their ultra
cautious attitude has been the 
cause of several accidents 
which might otherwise have 
been avoided: several young
sters have walked into lamp
posts, one was in collision with 
a tricycle, and another was hit 
by a pot of paint when he 



walked under a ladder. 
We have finally been obliged to 
take a stand : we have re
nounced the whole educational 
apparatus, with its ludicrous 
certificates, codes of conduct 
and safety regulations - a 
course which I sincerely hope 
the B.M.C. will follow in its 
similar predicament. 
Yours faithfully, 
Robin Andrews (Penrith) 

The Height of K2 

from the Editor of the American 
Alpine Journal 

Dear Sir, 
The re-estimated height of K2 
(28,741 ft.), discounted by 
Anders Bolinder in Mountain 49 
(p. 21 ), is in fact correct. When 
the new height was reported to 
me by Mr. Rajput of the Survey 
of Pakistan, I was very suspi
cious ; I subsequently checked 
and found that the height was 
confirmed by the Survey. I have 
publ ished this in the 1976 
issue of the A.A.J., but in the 
process I made the egregious 
error of referring to the Survey 
of India, rather thar;i Pakistan. 
Rather than wait a year, per
haps I could take this oppor
tunity of correcting the error. 
My face is red with shame. 
Yours sincerely, 
H. Adams Carter (Milton, Mass.) 

Editorial Comment: We, too, 
regret our error and it now 
seems that K2, in a stroke, has 
gained 511ft . .. in height. 

Stacking up the 
Disadvantages 

from Roger Baxter-Jones 

Dear Sir, 
John Bouchard's article, 'Alpine 
Climbing Standards' (Mountain 
48), reaches new peaks of con
fusion and plain nastiness. 
Bouchard accuses the new ice
climbing equipment of being an 
accomplice of the bolt in the 
'murder of the impossible', but 
the case is not proved. 
The indispensable fifth finger un
doubtedly makes ice-climbing 
easier, but, unlike the bolt, it 
makes climbing both faster and 
more enjoyable, whilst leaving 
the way relatively unscarred. 
Despite the security afforded by 
greater speed, there is certainly 
no increase in safety, as these 
tools offer a constant temptation 
towards over-commitment. Ice
climbing will always remain 
dangerous. More important is the 
fact that the tools have helped 

to extend the confines of daring 
and endeavour, as Bouchard 
should realize from his own 
climbs. 
His astounding statement that 
"the overall standards of ice
climbing have dropped" is con
tradicted by magnificent new 
climbs like the Dru Couloir and 
the Super Couloir on Mt. Blanc 
du Tacul, which would not have 
been climbed with the old gear. 
There will be more. 
His comment that the climbing of 
frozen waterfalls, "although 
spectacular and possibly in
teresting ... does not come 
under the general heading of 
mountaineering" is strongly 
reminiscent of, and equally as 
short-sighted as, those Victorian 
pronouncements on outcrop 
climbing: "Mere gymnastics, old 
boy" ... "Not fit for a gentle
man", etc. What exactly is real 
mountaineering? Surely there is 
no hierarchy only a maze of 
obscurities. 
I feel that the root of Bouchard's 
disillusion lies in the fact that 
today there are no more stars, 
or rather there are too many. 
The number of repetitions of 
hard climbs can no longer be 
used as an index of difficulty, 
for there are simply more people 
climbing at the highest standards. 
While recognizing that every 
climber pre-selects his odds of 
success in many subtle ways, I 
find Bouchard's proposals for 
lengthening them absurd. He 
recommends "the assumption of 
initial disadvantages, as well as 
a refusal to accept initial advan
tages". This apparently means 
climbing in bad conditions, with 
little gear. I always had the 
quaint idea that climbing was 
something to do with pleasure! 
Although Bouchard searches for 
the impossible, he resents others 
having difficulty in his vicinity. I 
thought that was the object: 
impossibility and difficulty are, 
after all, subjective criteria. There 
are plenty of other ways of 
lengthening the odds: if I find 
him steaming up some Alpine 
route behind me, clad only in 
sunglasses, I will be pleased to 
trundle a few "disadvantages" 
on him. I only hope there will be 
no "helpless whimpering". 
Yours sincerely, 
Roger Baxter-Jones (Sheffield} 

The Need for Standards 

from Tim Carpenter 

Dear Editor, 
John Bouchard's article on 

LAKELAND ROCK 
WITH GLENMORE LODGE 

5 day rock climbing courses run from a comfortable hut in Lang
dale. November 14th-19th, November 21st-26th, November 28th 
-December 3rd. Two students to each instruction. Cost £32 + 
V.A.T. Details from The Scottish Sports Council, 1 -3 St. Col me 
Street, Edinburgh EH3 6AA. 

climbing standards brought to 
mind an unfortunate event that 
took place this summer in Tal
keetna, Alaska. Larceny of 
twenty-odd cases of beer from 
the local inn by a group of well
known British climbers leads me 
to believe that the time has 
come for an article on 'Standards 
for Climbers'. The ascent of Mt. 
McKinley by one of its more 
difficult routes is an admirable 
feat; but the respect is lost, as is 
the town's respect for climbers, 
when such an absurd and un
called-for event happens. Future 
as well as present expeditions 
are going to be affected by this 
ridiculous incident, and it is go
ing to be some time before any 
respect is regained. It is to be 
hoped that climbers will con
sider the consequences of such 
actions in the future, for they 
are harsh and they affect us all 
unfairly. 
Hopefully, Americans climbing 
in other countries will be cap
able of a bit more control and 
consideration, so as not to 
disappoint fellow-climbers and 
public alike. 
Yours sincerely, 
Tim Carpenter ( Portland, 
Oregon) 

The C.E.G.B.'s Carnedd 
Access Road 

One of our readers, Mr. R. F. 
Burns, recently wrote to the 
Secretary of State for Wales to 
complain about the new C.E.G.B. 
road from the A.5 up to Ffynnon 
L/ugwy, in the Carneddau. He 
received the following reply, 
which casts a disturbing light on 
the complacency of both the 
Gwynedd Council and the 
Countryside Commission, in the 
face of such a damaging eye
sore. 

Dear Sir, 
Thank you for your recent letter 
to the Secretary of State about 
the road constructed by the 
C.E.G.B. from the A5 in the 
Ogwen Valley to Ffynnon 
Llugwy. 
I would, however, explain that 
the road in question is authorized 
by the North Wales Hydro 
Electric Power Act 1973, and 
that no specific planning per
mission is necessary. The Board 
are required by the Act to have 
regard to the preservation of 
the environment in constructing 
the works and also to consult 
the local planning authority 
and the Countryside Commis-

sion who would take this 
aspect into account before in
dicating their approval. We 
understand that the Board have 
carried out the necessary con
sultations and that no objec
tions were raised. 
In these circumstances the 
Secre_tary of State has no power 
to intervene. 
Yours faithfully, 
Mrs. K. Griffiths 

South African Articles 
Display Unfair Bias 

from Tim Dunsby 

Dear Sir, 
I feel I must comment on the 
articles relating to South Africa 
in Mountain 48. Was I alone in 
finding it strange that, after 
ignoring climbing in South 
Africa for so long, you should 
publish two articles which made 
the editorial viewpoint towards 
apartheid quite clear, but which 
said very little about climbing? 
The article about the 'Bats' was 
a nice little tale, but it couldn't, 
by any stretch of the imagina
tion, be said to be an accurate 
summary of climbing in South 
Africa today. Brown, Whillans 
and Co. were the leading 
climbers of thejr day in the U.K., 
and were responsible for push
ing the technical standard of 
climbing up to new levels. But 
the same cannot be said of Ed 
February and Dave Cheesmond, 
although one would not dispute 
the fact that they are fine clim
bers. 
I could relate many instances of 
incompetence and foolhardiness 
involving 'Bats' climbers: 
Cheesmond has caused Moun
tain Club of South Africa rescue 
teams to be called out no less 
than three times, and there have 
been various other mishaps. 
Were the Rock and Ice so acci
dent prone? 
I am an English climber, teach
ing in a black school in Swazi
land. I am not, and never have 
been, a member of the M.C.S.A., 
but I have talked to many South 
African climbers, including some 
of the best, and have found them 
just as fair-minded as climbers 
from other countries. M.C.S.A. 
members climb with non-whites, 
including Ed February, and have 
done so on numerous occa
sions in the past, dating back 
at least to 1965. 
As for Cheesmond' s 'reflections': 
if he was concerned about his 
friend's feelings, why did he go 
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to the mountain hut and cafe, if 
the outcome was so inevitable? 
If he feels that he can 't be wet 
and have ethics at the same time, 
he mustn't expect everyone's 
principles to be of little value and 
consequence. In all his clashes 
with the M.C.S.A., he delibera 
tely flouted rules applicable to 
any white member with a white 
guest, and then made political 
hay by saying that it was all due 
to anti-coloured feeling. This 
is nonsense when one considers 
the many instances of highly 
successful, organized, combined 
meets, involving coloured and 
white climbers. The summaries 
at the end of the articles were, to 
put it kindly, naive : when you 
allow such distortions of the truth 
to be published, you detract from 
Mountain's more normal air of 
authority and integrity. There 
are some beautiful and interest
ing climbs in South Africa, 
which can be attempted by 
climbers from any ethnic group. 
I would have thought that sub
scribers to your magazine would 
have preferred you to give space 
to reporting these. 
Yours faithfully, 
Tim Dunsby (Swaziland) 

Educational Climbing: 
a Contradiction in Terms 

from Rod Bu/cock 

Dear Sir, 
To a doctor, everyone is a 
patient; to a teacher, everyone 
is a student - or so it seems. So 
the education-in-climbing de
bate rears its ugly head yet 
again. In the words of G. K. 
Chesterton : "It's not that they 
can't see the answer, they 
don't see the problem". Climb
ing/ Mountaineering is not a 
teaching situation. It used to be 
a pastime for those with a 
fancy for something a bit un
usual with a spice of danger. 
But it is a teacher's responsi
bility to remove all possible 
danger to his students from his 
course, and that is surely im
possible in climbing. 
Climbing is dangerous, and 
therein lies its attraction. To be 
in sole control in a potentially 
disastrous situation is very 
satisfying to a person who likes 
that sort of thing, but not 
everyone does. Why don't the 
educationalists see this and 
leave the hills for the poor 
buggers who really need them? 
In reply to those who bleat, 
"but how do you start climb
ing?" - well, that's the initiative 
test to keep the bozos out : if 
you really want to do it, you'll 
find a way. You use your own 
head - remember, the bit that 
keeps your ears apart? What? 
The teacher never told you 
what it was for? 
As for the P.E. teacher's letter 
on climbing walls (Mountain 
47), all I can say is that anyone 
who climbs to the top of a 
climbing wall, and then falls off, 
deserves every fracture he gets. 

But I forgot : you can't teach 
common sense, can you? 
Yours in horror, 
Rod Bulcock ( Burley in 
Wharfedale) 

An Abseil from Stacked 
Chocks 

from Bill Birch (of MOAC) 

Dear Sir, 
The MOAC chock advert (see 
Mountain 43) obviously had its 
desired effect, because John 
Shanklin says that it constantly 
amused him (Letters, Mountain 
45). 
I must admit I found Mr. Shank
lin's request a little strange, 
because one usually doesn 't 
abseil off two stacked chock
stones, and I strongly recom
mend against abseiling by this 
method!! 
However, the accompanying 
photograph will show that it is 
possible to abseil from two 
chocks wedged together to form 
a firm anchor. The idea of 
stacking chocks for protection 
(not abseiling) is not new ; the 
situation usually arises when 
you feel the necessity for 
protection but haven't the 
correct size of nut available. 
To quote an old Yorkshire 
saying: "Owt is better than 
nowt" . 
Yours etc., 
Bill Birch (Manchester) 

An Answer to the Chalk 
Problem 

from A. Brown-Derby 

Dear Sir, 
Have you seen that television 
advert in which a scantily-clad 
young lady runs through the 
jungle, after having a big tick 
sprayed on her back from an anti
sweat aerosol? At the end of 
her run, there ain 't no sweat on 
that part of her anatomy, while 
the rest of her is a soggy mess. 
The fact is that this also works to 
some degree on the fingers. The 
only drawback is that it might 
give the gayer climbers the 
wrong idea, 'cos the scent is 
rather overpowering. 
Yours etc., 
A. Brown-Derby ( Bristol) 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping. M ountaineering and Ski-ing 
Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic, Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C) 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S). 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience. 
21 Bishop Street, 
Kelvin Grove. 
Tel. 356.8393 or 356.8194 
Victoria : Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354 (C) (M) (S). 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W., 41 
Tel. 403.283.5551 (C) (M) (S). 

Alberta: Calgary 
Fresh Air Experience, 
720 17th Avenue S.W. 
Tel. 403.261.7900 (C) (M) (S) . 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 225. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Alpine Crafts Equipment, 
1286 Kingsway. 
Tel. 604.879.7431 (M). 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
TsatTsz Mui Post Office Box 73, 
Tel. K 840599 (Laurence Lam), 
H 735152 (Albert Leung) 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952 

Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 
Belfast: Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S). 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180 
Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27 /29 Martineau Square. (S). 
Tel. 021.236.9383 
Birmingham 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road. (C). 
Tel. 021.454.8771 
Blackburn 
Mountain Craft Limited, 
9-11 Higher Church Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Road 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 

Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
138 Western Road (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157 

Bristol 
Blacks of Greenock, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C) . 
Tel. 0272.23166 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre (C). 
22 High Street, Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 06904.232 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate. 
Tel. 0246.68203 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01.688.2667 
Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0302.67755 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd ., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre. 
Tel. 0302.21297 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 / 2 
Dundee 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
93-117 Princes Street. (C). 
Tel. 0382.43766 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 /182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 (C) (S). 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 
Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041 .332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M). 
Tel. 041.332.4814 
Glasgow 
Blacks of Greenock, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel. 041 .221 .4007 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061.368.1558 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/36 Eastgate. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.33045 
Leeds 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
21/22 Grand Arcade. (C). 
Tel. 0532.458634 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road. (S). 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43a Harrington Street, 2. 
Tel. 051.236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Pindisports, 
14/18 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.242.3278 
London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01.992.6642 

London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01.723.5252 

London 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01.839.1722 (S). 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
309 Brompton Road, S.W.3. 
Tel. 01.581.2127 (S) (M). 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.7541 /2 
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London 
Blacks of Greenock, 
22 Grays Inn Road, W.C.1. 
Tel. 01 .405.4426 
London 
The Ski Shop, 
158 Notting Hill Gate, W.11 
Tel. 01 .229.8228/ 9 (C) (M) (S). 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd .), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S). 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. (C). 
Tel. 061.748.6408 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
36/38 Fountain Street, 2. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119 

Manchester 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles), 
177 Westgate Road. (S). 
Tel. 0632.23903 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061 .620.3900 
Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 

Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Queen Street. 
Tel. 0768.4505 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. Tel. 0705.29410 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793 
Rochdale 
Jeff Connor Outdoor Centre, 
120/122 Drake Street. 
Tel. 0706.342062 (C) (M) . 

46 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 021.556.0802 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 021 .553.1670 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
6 High Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012 
York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567 

EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut Ltd ., 
28 Stephen Street Lower, 2. 
Tel. 0001.781 .358 .(C) (M) 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 177 
Oslo 
Sport Co. A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.44 7381 

SWEDEN 
Falun 
Heimers Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
Verkstadsvagen 1 5. 
Tel. 023.34060 
Stockholm 
Wulf-Heimers Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
Karlbergsvagen 40. 
Tel. 08.34.57.55 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 (C) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel.415.845.8600 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
2160 University Avenue, 94704. 
Tel. 415.848.7866 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, (C) (M) (S). 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. Tel. 408.374.7777 
California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A16-2 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745 (C) (S). 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Glendora 
Pack and Piton, 
1000 E. Alosta Avenue, 91740. 
Tel. 213.335.0414 (C) (M) (S) . 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011. 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) . 

California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Mammoth Lakes 
Kittredge Sport Shop, 
P.O. Box 598 - State Hwy. 203 
93546. Tel. 714.934.2423 
(C) (M) (S). 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917 (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds, 
443 12th Street, 92101. 
Tel. 714.232.2167 (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel.805.541.1533 (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Francisco 
The Smilie Co. (C) (M) (S). 
575 Howard Street, 
94105. Tel. 415.421.2459 
California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083 (C) (M) (S) . 
Cal"fornia: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408 (C) (M) (S\ 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616 

Colorado: Boulde.r 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302._, 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
1750 30th Street, 80301 . 
Tel. 303.442.3551 (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.4791 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. Tel. 303.377.2783 
(C) (M) (S). 
Colorado : Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.3373 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M). 

Colorado: Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd., 
80227. Tel. 303.986.5541 
(C) (M) (S). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S). 

Georgia: Atlanta 
Appalachian Mountaineering, 
1544 Piedmont Avenue, 30324. 
Tel. 404.874.4323 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall,83704 
Tel. 208.376.3731 (S) (C). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
41 OW. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133 (C) (M) (S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832 (C) (M) (S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S). 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
1408 Hennepin Avenue, 55403. 
Tel. 612.336.3884 (C) (M) (S). 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 
N.H.: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street, 03262. 
Tel. 603.745.2767 (M) (S). 

New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc., 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
Tel. 716.837.3300 (C) (M) (S). 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868 (C) (M) (S). 

► 



MOUNT EVEREST 
FOUNDATION 

The final date for th__e receipt of completed Grant Application 
Forms by the Secretary is 31st December. In the past, it has 
sometimes been possible for later applications to be con
sidered, but the number of expeditions applying has increased 
to such an extent that the Foundation will this year have to 
exclude applications received after the end of the year. 
Anyone wishing to receive a M .E.F. or B.M.C. Grant should 
therefore write for an application form as soon as plans are 
reasonably advanced, stating the area to be visited and the 
objects of the expedition. Apply to the Secretary, 

David Edmundson, 
Middle Place, 
Heathwaite Manor, Windermere LA23 2NQ. 

BISHOP'S ULTIMATE OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT 
(Superb workmanship) 

ULTIMATE: Expedition tent, external frame, 2-3 person, wt; 10 lb,. 
$277,50, 

Options Available. 
PACK LITE II: Versatile, A-frame tent, 2-3 person, 6 way set up, wt; 8 lb 

$157,00 
NET TENT: Insect proof, I-poles, w/rain fly, 2 person, wt; 4 lb., $69.00. 

For brochure, send 25¢ continental, $1.00 overseas to: 
Appalachian Outfitters Box 4-M Oakton, Virginia 22124 

PETER HABELER LECTURES ON 

HIDDEN PEAK 
climbed by Messner and Habeler, alpine-style, in 1975 

Montgomery of Alamein School 
Romsey Road, Winchester. Mon. 1st Nov. 7.30 p.m. 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S). 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838 (C) (M) (S). 
Oregon: Corvallis 
Recreational Sports Warehouse, 
500 S.W. 2nd Street, 97330. 
Tel. 503.752.5612 (C) (M) (S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
880 W. Lancaster Avenue, 19010 
Tel. 215.527.3616 
Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701. 
Tel. 717.326.6537 (C) (M) (S). 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 
Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155So. Highland Drive,84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101 (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623 (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
909 E. Boat Street, 98105. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
501 E. Pine Street, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.0501 (C) (S). 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020 (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Wenatchee 
Asplund's Ski Touring, 
1544 N. Wenatchee Ave., 98801. 
Tel. 509.662.6539 (C) (M) (S) . 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347 (S). 
Wyoming: Casper 
Cross Country Mountaineering, 
128 W. Second, 82601. 
Tel. 307.237.2071 (C) (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C). 

Australia's Mountain Equipment 
Stocks leading brands from 
throughout the world. 

Berghaus, Camp Trails, Chouinard, 
Clog, Edelrid, Fairydown, Jumar, 
Fjallraven, Galibier, Karrimor, 
Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Simond and Ultimate. 

Streamlined mail order service 
throughout Australia and N.Z. 

MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT PTV. 
P.O. BOX 703, CROWS NEST, SYDNEY, 
AUSTRALIA 2065. Tel. 02/439 2454 

Climbing School 

The finest in U.S. and European equipment 
from PoulRoss,BillAughtonand Frank Simon 

U.S.Dlstrlbutors for J.B.Hard Hats,Oog, 
Karrimor, Troll, Berghous Packs and 
Mt.Equipment. catalogue 

Box 494, Main St., North Conway, 
New Hampshire, U.SA tel. 603.356.5287 

The North Col 
. .. is a year round mummy bag designed for excellent warmth-to
weight efficiency. It's lightweight, at 3 lbs. 4 ozs., yet has 7¼'' flat loft 
from the prime goose down insulation. Packs to 8" x 21". Segmented 
draft tube , contour cut baffle system, 3 way hood closure, 1.9 oz. 
ripstop nylon treated for flame retardancy and water repellen.cy ... it's 
another exceptional CAMP 7 bag with a lifetime guarantee. 

Catalog free on request Dept. MO, 802 S. Sherman, Longmont, Colorado 80501 
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The newTENSON all-weather jacket used FISHER 
on the 1975 Everest Expedition. New light lining 
Blue, Navy or Yellow Price £38 postage 50p 
Send for one on approval. Borrowdale Road, Keswick 



backpacking g,cat 
tfl THERfflO•SWEATER 

Another favourite amongst those who weigh every ounce. The 
Thermosweater is an extra layer of warmth when required, but 
easily and compactly stowed away. Fiberfill 2 filling, total 
weight 1 lb. 9oz. A down filled version 'The Bernina' weighs only 
22oz. Even simpler, lighter, sleeveless garments are available in 
both Down and Fiberfill 2. 

Almost standard equipment for the 
serious backpacker, the Orion is a bag 
with a degree of warmth to be expected 
from a bag twice its weight. Complete 
with draw up hood. Ideal for average 
conditions . Standard Orion weighs 1 lb. 15oz. 
(879gr) whilst a longer version is available weighing 
2Ib. 3oz. (992gr). 

Warm 
Lightweight 
Compact 

RELIABLE QUALITY GEAR MADE BY BANTON & CO. LTD., MEADOW LANE, NOTTINGHAM. 
AVAILABLE FROM YOUR OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT SHOP. 

Ask to see it at your local stockist, 
and indeed the whole range of 
walking/climbing boots distributed by: 

BER6HJIUS 
34 Dean Street Newcastle upon Tyne 

Telephone: 0632 23561 
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waste time! 
to the shop 

ich always has · 
, - ·1ocks·of the 

rOCk.6 o~t 
cllmbers ·pr.efe~ ~ · 

PromptMa;J rd~SMv;ce • ] ' 11111■ ~ 
MENAI HAL.t~-LLANBEAl5' Gwt~D.,O. Telephone, ~~~BERIS 327 · 
THEC(l'MBING SHOP,CAPE'- CtJRIG·GWYNEDD Telepr.wne: Capel Curig 205 

- - ,I . 

~@0~llJ1(f@ 
. Il@~Lk~ 

A completely revised version of the previous Leisure Jacket, though 
still retaining its qualities of low weight and compactness. Ample 
drawcord hood gives effective protection from the elements and the 
improved zip is backed by a nylon flap. The hip length jacket has 
two pockets large enough to carry an O.S. map, sewn as an integral 
part of the jacket with zipped entrance protected by covering flap. 
Sizes: XS,S,M,L 
Colours: Green, Royal Blue 

ask for it by name at your local stockist of waterproofs by: 

B6R6HJIUS 
34 Dean Street Newcastle upon Tyne Telephone: 0632 23561 



Ang Tharkey . l(usang Norbu 
Sonam Gyalchhen 

Lhakpa Tensing. Pemba Tsering 
Ang l(usang 

Six well known sherpas who have 
combined to form Nepal Trekking Ltd. 

We specialise in arranging exclusive treks in Nepal. 
We can organise all necessary equipment for renting 
and deal with charter flights to various places. Your 
trek will be accompanied by a famous sherpa guide 
who has been to the summit of Everest. We have 
guides who speak English, German, French and 
Japanese. We also supply professional cooks and 
reliable porters. The duration of each trek can be 
arranged to suit the trekkers. We provide a trekking 
service unprecedented for its standard of personalized 
care so why not try us for all your trekking 
arrangements. 

Nepal Trekking (pvt.) Ltd. 

Head Office: Thamel, Kathmandu 

G.P.O. Box 368, Kathmandu, 

Nepal 

DON WHILLANS 
RECOMMENDS 

< 1::: 
f, • ACTION WEAR 

Cagoules, Jackets, 
Trousers, All-in-one 
Suits, Overboots, 
Gaiters and Mitts. 

Produced from the revolutionary BRO LLI BOND (Reg.) process 
which is lightweight. windproof, waterproof, small in bulk, non
freezing, and has increased insulation properties. Thes e factors 
make it ideal for a wide variety of outdoor activities. 

STOCK TOPP TOGS NOW! FOR MORE PROFITABLE SALES 

Manufactured by Tangroad Ltd., Kirby Works, Withnell 
Fold, Industrial Estate, Chorley, Lanes. PR6 BBA. 

Tel. Brinscall 830101 

Spring low 
Concentrated meal 
packs for Campers and 
Backpackers
remember 
concentrated food 
means less weight 
and bulk to carry. 
Meals include : 
Curries, Stews and 
Omelettes-send for 
our catalogue it 
describes no less 
than 50 packs. 

SPRINGLOW Sales ltd 
Marsland Industrial 
Estate, Werneth, 
Oldham, Lanes. 
Tel: 061-624 7904 

we can supply 
everything but the mountain! 
We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, Duvets, 
Waterproof Clothing. Specialise in Backpacking Gear. Plus 
over 40 Tents suitable for Mountain use: names like Clog, 
Stubai, Snowdon, Peck, M.S.R., Bonaiti Cassin, 
Gali bier, Chouinard, Viking, Mammut, Joanny, Ede/rid, 
Troll, Salewa, Optimus, J.B., MOAC, Henri-Lloyd, Helly 
Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, Point Five, Mountain, 
Soppy, G . & H .. Dachstein, Karrimor, Berghaus, Camp 
Trails, Hawkins, Kastinger, Scarpa, Robusta, La 
Dolomite, Blacks, Vango, Saunders, Marechal, Rohan, 
Turblokken, Springlow, Ranch WE HAVE A 
House, Bergans, Salopettes. SPECIAL CONTRACT 
Before buying yourgear,writeorphoneforour DEPARTMENT 
EXTRAORDINARY COMPETITIV_E FOR CLUB AND 
FREE PRICE LIST offering substan- EDUC T 
tial savings. Barclaycard/Access accepted. A IONAL 
We have a large Mail Order Department ORDERS 
-most items immediate despatch with 7-day AND FOR 
approval service. PERSONAL & DIRECT 
Specii!lists in supplying equipment to EXPORT 
overseas expedttfons. 

23/ 25 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex. Tel. (STD 0277) 221259 
Only 10 minutes from Brentwood Station ; 30 minutes from 

London 's Liverpool Street Station (Southend Line) . ---------Please send me your f ree pnce /1s t. 

I Name 

Address 
I 

I (M09) I ·- --------· 51 



When~ 
life is in the bal , ance 
well help you keep 

yourliead. 
One of the most important pieces of a 

climbers equipment has got to be a helmet. 
The Ultimate Helmet has been tested 

relentlessly for impact resistance, shock 
absorbancy and toughness, to give you the 
best possible protection you can find. 

You'll find our helmet astonishingly light,well 
ventilated and comfortable. 

We make it self coloured fibreglass, 
attractive and hard-wearing. The harness is 
adjustable to fit all but the most unique head. 

We consider all heads are unique and worth 
protecting in the best possible way - with an 
Ultimate Helmet. 

For more information about our helmet and 
indeed our whole range of equipment, ask 
nearest dealer or post off the coupon to: 

Ultimate Equipment Ltd. 
The Butts, Warkworth, Morpeth 
Northumberland, England NE65 OSP 

r-------------7 Please send me; Ultimate Catalogue, further information I ultimat«t' ·::::·· O,m,,o ,,,mm mm TIC, I 
EQJIPfV1ENT ____ I 

A~~~ I 
I 
I ..::f.H_ _____ _I 

Adventure with Ultimate confidence 
52 

We built a secret 
ingredient into our 

boots ... forgeHulness. 

GLEN NEVIS 

Rambler, fellwalker or climber the one thing you can do 
without is foot discomfort. Vango and Kastinger boots 
are designed to let you forget you are wearing boots at all. 
Superb quality construction using the finest materials to 
give you years of wear regardless of terrain and ground 

conditions. Look at these models from the range. 
Watzman Kastingers midweight mountain boot in 

reversed leather with Vibram Sekurite sole and 
extra comfort bellows tongue. 
Glen Nevis A good basic walking boot from 

Vango in waxy split leather, leather lined, 
with a Vibram block sole screwed and 
stitched. All at a remarkably low price 
for such quality. 
Glen Shee one of Vango's lightweight 
walking boots with a soft deep comfort 
cuff. Brown split leather, with of course, 
a Vibram sole. 
See the full range at your dealer now, or 
write for a colour leaflet. 

GLEN SHEE 

¥ ~~~:~~~i~~~~.~.~~~,~~'~" 
Telephone 041-556 7621 



Cyclops brings 
6ack comfort! 

As the essence of backpacking is carrying comfort, a rucsac needs more 
than a pleasing exterior and useful features. The Cyclops achieves this 
with a specially upholstered, contoured back, an internal frame which 
can be shaped to fit the back, 'hip fins' sharing weight between shoulders 
and hips, and tensioning straps which can be tightened to draw the top 
of the sac towards the shoulders keeping the weight closer to the wearer. 
It results in better posture, better comfort and better performance. 
Why settle for less? 

available at your local retailer or consult the manufacturers: 

B6R6HJIUS 
34 Dean Street Newcastle upon Tyne • Telephone: 0632 23561 

(ii) Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c/ o 56 Sylvester Road, London N.2. 



Can Foul Weather Gear this light really be waterproof? 

Peter ~tor• 
makes great looking climbers! 

FROM CLIMBING AND 
SPORTS SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 

PETER STORM ALSO MANUFACTURES: 
Bukflex 'No Sweat' Foul Weather Gear 
PVC on Nylon Foul Weather Gear 
Oiled Wool Sweaters 

Lightweight foul weather gear is superb to wear, but 
only if it is 100% waterproof and tough. That depends 

on "high count" nylon, carefully proofed with 
minimum of six layers of a specially form 
polyurethane coating to fabric and seam 

Peter Storm uses his own uniquely 
polyurethane which assures you 
waterproof featherweight cloth· 
anywhere. It's a Peter St 

That's why Peter S 
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