


Six of the 
best 
by Camp Trails 
RIDGELINE This popular economy bag will delight the beginner or 
casual hiker who nevertheless wishes to carry a substantial load. Two 
large outside zip pockets - Nylon tie down cords on storm flap. Made 
in orange weatherproof urethane coated nylon. Medium and large sizes. 
2560 Cu.in. 
CRUISER FRAME The famous cruiser frame that doesn't let you down. 
Alluminium alloy tube, heliarc welded with four cross members gives 
you a frame of incredible strength and lightness - Nylon backband and 
padded shoulder straps make for more comfort and enjoyment. 

MOOSE A specialist bag designed for awkward or unstable loads. Criss 
cross lash cords pull tight to secure load firmly to the frame, as your 
load becomes smaller at the end of the trek. Two large pockets -
hooded zips. Drawstring and cord lock on deep storm flap. 
Extendable top - Green or orange urethane coated nylon . 
Medium and large sizes. 4860 Cu.in. 

SKYLINE CRUISER FRAME Identical to the cruiser frame but with 
the addition of a padded hip belt which places the load comfortably on 
the pelvis, and the floating mounting ensures that jogging of the load 
does not put undue strain on the bone structure. 

TIMBERLINE A large capacity straight 
through bag, made to the usual high Camp 
Trails standards. Five huge pockets with 

hooded zips. Map pocket with Velcro 
fastening - Nylon tie cords on deep storm 
flap. 4230 Cu.in. 

ASTRAL CRUISER Ati6tninium alloy tube 
- heliarc welding for strength. Vee bar truss 

to resist diagonal forces . No horizontal 
bar to bang your head . Angled . Pre

stressed bars to distribute stresses 
evenly . FLOATING padded 

hip belt. Adjustable shoulder 
straps. 

Write to Moac for a full 
colour catalogue
then ask your 
dealer for the 
best! 

Mountaineering Activities Limited Wellington Place, Liverpool Road, Manchester M3 4NO 
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WINTER 
MOUNTAIN· 

SEREX 

EERING? 
Enjoy it more with o SEREX 

from HINE/ SNOWBRIDGE 
The SEREX is on expedition 
grade pack designed 
for the serious outdoor 
enthusiast. The SEREX is 
just one of 17 pack models 
designed and built 
by people who use them. 
For a free catalog , a 
dealer list and mail order 
information write: 

HINE/ SNOWBRIDGE 
Box 4059GS 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 
U.S.A. 

OODuu@ 
SNOWBRIDGE 

Pack !ij~i:ialisls 

Australia's Mountain Equipment 
Stocks leading brands from 
throughout the wor ld. 

Berghaus, Camp Trails, Chouinard, 
Clog, Edelrid, Fairydown, Jumar, 
Fja llraven, Galibier, Karr imor, 
Salew a, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Simond and Ultimate. 

Streamlined mail order service 
throughout Australia and N.Z. 

MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT PTY. 
P.O. BOX 703, CROW S NEST, SY DNEY, 
AUSTRALIA 2065. Tel. 02/ 439 2454 

PENNINE CENTRE AT 
CAMPING & CARAVAN 

DISTRIBUTORS 
',' or all your mountaineering requirements 

,~ ~ :.v;>CROSSALL STREET 
MACCLESFIELD 

TEL.20167 
Open7days 

10amto6pm 



BORROWDALE ROAD, KESWICK 

Our latest special overtrousers with zipped legs which 
make them easy to get on over boots. Full gusseted leg. 

Self adjustable braces allowing ventilation and free 
movement at the waist. 100 % silver lined. Nylon. 

Price £8.45 postage 50p Small, Medium and Large. 
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Blacks Snowgoose 
••• for the chosen few • 

• Covered in Blacks 
uniquely durable, 
completely downproof 
'Ripstop' nylon 
proofed for .Down of thi s quality 

gives 75% more 'loft' 
even than Blacks 
renowned Icelandic 

extra protection. 

• Filled with l.4kg
that's three whole 
pounds - of new pure 

filling . 
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white goose down. 

Bl acks sub-zero sleeping bags have earned 
thei r unbeatab le repu tation under the toughest 
conditions, being used by internationa l exp lorers 
and c limbers on the most hazardous expeditions . 

The Snowgoose stands supreme for its 
perfect ionist attention to every detai l requi red to 
ensure comfort at the lowest temperatures. 
Tru ly a king of bags, it is covered in royal purp le. 

The Snowgoose is one of Blacks range of 
specia list bags; each rep resents outstanding 
quality and value. 

Other Sub Zero bags (left to right). 

Snowdrift same construct ion as the 
Snowgoose, but fi l led with all new duck down. 

Karakorum virtually two sleeping bags, one 
inside the other, nylon covered and f il led with High 
Qua lity goose/ duck down in two separa te layers. 

Polar, wall-qui lted all cotton fabric bag, and 
fil led with High Qua lity goose/duck down. 

Available at all good camping shops 
throughout the country. 

• Side baffl es prevent 
shifting of down to the 
base of bag . 

• Inner and outer are 
differentially cut to 
allow the down to full y 
loft 

• Overlap tube quilting 
gives best possible 
compartmentation, 
effectively prevents 
'cold spots.' 

• Drawcord on hood for 
that all -important 
extra insulation. 

I SEND~~;-;u~~~~R~:;G;i I Please send me my 28-page Camping Catalogu e. I 
1 Please enclose an B½p stamp to cover return postage. M/1 /77 

I Name l 
I Address I 
1------1 I County/ Postcode I 
I Please send to : Port Glasgo~ Renfrewshire, PA14 5XN I 

or Ruxley Corner, Sid cup, Kent DA14 5AQ. 

Ll~~~:rby ,~ Blacks~I 
of Greenock ---------



Manchester 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 
M anchester, M4 3FU 
Tel. 061-834 0161 
Liverpool 
73 Bold Street, 
Liverpool 1 
Tel. 051- 709 6912 

Snowdonia 

Ellis Brigh,..,., ..... ~ 
Capel Curig 
Tel. Capel Corig 232 

Cornwall 

For All Your Winter Needs 
M arket Jew Street. 
Penzance, Tel. 5828 

Bristol 
162 Whiteladies Road, 
Bristol, Tel. 311157 

Postal Dept 
Wellington Place, 
Liverpool Rd, 
M anchester 
Telephone 061-833 0746 

Equip for the winter at: 

I-Jighrano--
99 Great Western Road, Glasgow G.4 041.332.5533 

Photo: Courtesy of Granada T.V. 

265MW 

. . : Ii ht. S1-eeps 213· 
rny tent yet surpnsmglyh gdes so that either 

A roo . n bot s1 . 
Inner and fly have z!~o~ the entrance leaving 

side can be use "de for kit storage. 
the other s1 

This and the other range of VANGO micro
weight tents plus the NEW Robert Saunders 
lightweight can be found in our new 12 page 

supplement. 

Mountain 
• centre Ltd 

34 DEAN ST. NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE Tel. 23561/2/3/4 
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NIVISPDRT--
we know about ice 

Novv in Liverpool 
if you find selecting the right gear 

a problem, consult: 

Don Morrison 
shops at: 

LIVERPOOL and SHEFFIELD 
~)- 43a Harrington Street, 2. 
,.1- (off NortH John Street) 

Tel. 051 .236.0525 

343 London Road, S2 4NG 

Tel. 0742.56018 

Nevisport, 72 High Street, 
Fort William. Tel. 0397.3245 

evisport, 261 Sauchiehall Street, 
lasgow. Tel. 041.332.4814 

Climbing School 
Good Gear at reasonable 
prices and great advice 

The finest in U.S. and European equipment 
from Paul Ross, BillAughton and Frank Simon 

U.S.Distributors for J.B.Hard Hats.Clog, 
Karrimor, Troll, Berghaus Packs and 
Mt.Equipment. Catalogue 

Box 494, Main SI., NorthCorrway, 
New Hampshire, U.SA. tel. 603.356.5287 



B6R6HJIUS 
rnanutacturer~: 

Or consu\t t~!tributors in U.S-~~in Equipment, 
tional Moun 6 860 

\nterna sox 494 , pshire 03 · 
Main Streeht'conwav, New Ha~603 356 5287 

Nort T~ephone. 

34 Dean Street Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 1 PG 
Telephone: 0632 23561 
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Belstaff 
for the great 

outdoors 

THREE QUARTER StyleNo.08002 
LENGTH CAGOULE 
• Made in 5oz Polyurethane 

Coated Nylon 
• Zip and gusset closure at neck 
• Marsupial pocket with Velcro 

fastening flap 
• Drawcord at hem 
eAII seams rolled and doped 
, Colours Orange, Blue or Yellow 

Belstaff' s 50 years experience in 
making the best in weatherproof 
clothing has been combined with the 
practical experience of Chris Bonington, 
undoubtedly one of the world's greatest 
climbers, to produce a completely new 
range of functional garments for the 
"Great Outdoors". 

Send now for illustrated 
brochure to: 

Belstaff International Ltd. 
Caroline Street, Longton, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. ST31 DD 

ijlI 
RE 
6E 
in1 
FROM 

JIE 
II 
THE JOE BROWN SHOPS: · 
MENAI HALL, LLANBERIS, 
GWYNEDD. 
Tel. Llanberis 327 
THE CLIMBING SHOP 
CAPEL CURIG, GWYNEDD 
Tel. Capel 205 

WILDERNESS 
EXPERIENCE 

mountain 
packs 

Our specialty is packs . From large expedi
tion frame packs down to the Humming
bird Day Pack . 16 designs in all, each 
made to be used and used hard . 

We use only the finest materials combined 
with quality craftsmanship to produce 
packs that last. Before buying your next 
pack, compare ours to others . Look close
ly and you will see why we can guarantee 
our packs against defects in material s and 
workmanship for as long as you own 
them . 

Our catalog is free and ava i lable at your 
WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE dealer or by 
writing directly to us . 

WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE 
9421 Winnetka Ave. Chatsworth, CA. 91311 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Bidhan Chandra Peak 
(18,100ft.) 
This relatively easy peak in 
Western Sikkim was recently 
climbed by five Indian school
boys under the leadership of 
Michael Cross and Robin 
Brooke-Smith. Brooke-Smith 
reports that difficulties of access 
to this hitherto restricted area 
may now be easing, and he has 
an expedition planned to attempt 
Fork Peak (c. 21,000ft.) in May. 

NEPAL 

Makalu 2 (25,120ft.) 
A seven-man Japanese exped
dition, led by Yasukawa Shuji, 
climbed the North-West Ridge 
on October 13. The summit was 
reached from Camp4 (23,700ft.), 
by Satoshi Nara and Lakpa 
Norbu. 
Manaslu (26,760ft.) 
An Iranian/Japanese party, led 
jointly by Brig. Mohammed 
Khakbiz and Noboyoshi Tamura, 
made an ascent of the Ordinary 
(East Face) Route in October. 
Lt. Jaffar Assadi, Jun Kageyama 
and Pasang Sherpa reached the 
summit on October 12. 
Tukuche (22,688ft.) 
A fourteen-man Nepalese Police 
expedition climbed this peak on 
October 2. Of the nine climbers 
who reached the top, four were 
experienced Sherpas who had 
been specially drafted into the 
police force as sergeants. 
Annapurna 4 (24,688ft.) 
We can now add further details 
to our Mountain 50 report of the 
first ascent of the South Face by 
Pit Schubert and Heinz Bau
mann. The long period spent on 
the climb was due not to soft 
snow conditions, as our report 
implied, but to a series of 
mishaps that led to the loss of 
three days during the ascent. 
The pair set off on an alpine-style 
push from Camp 2, on May 10. 
Radio contact was lost at Camp 
3, so they left the radio there to 
save weight, hoping that their 
progress could be observed 
visually. In fact, the last sighting 
was made on May 11, when the 
pair were seen moving up to 
Camp 4; thereafter, they were 
hidden in the humps and folds of 
the face. On May 13, they esta
blished a sixth camp, at about 
22,400ft., intending to make a 
summit push from this point. 
Next day, during their first at
tempt, they were engulfed by a 
slab avalanche. Schubert was 
buried, but Baumann dug him 
out and the pair returned to Camp 
6. The following day they 
reached what had appeared from 
the camp to be the summit, only 
to discover that it was a lower 
summit, the true summit being 
500ft. higher and some distance 
along a linking ridge. They tried 
to reach it, but an afternoon 
storm compelled them to retreat. 
They remained stormbound in 

their tent throughout the whole 
of the next day. 
Finally, on the 17th, they set out 
on their successful summit push, 
but, with their food finished, pro
gress was slow and they were 
forced to bivouac below the final 
ridge at 23,900ft. They had no 
sleeping bags, and Baumann had 
lost his duvet in the avalanche; 
they spent the night in a snow
hole, which they lined with their 
bivouac sack. The following 
morning they were up early and 
pressed on in windy conditions 
and bitter cold to reach the sum
mit at 1.30 p.m. Almost at the 
same time the Liaison Officer 
was sending messengers off to 
report that the pair were missing. 
However, the Deputy Leader, 
Werner Goltzsche, was uncon
vinced that the pair were dead. 
Accordingly, he sent a party 
round to the north side of the 
mountain (see photo on page 36 
of Mountain 51), in case Schu
bert and Baumann, having 
reached the summit, had decided 
to descend by that face in order 
to avoid a retreat down the 
avalanche-raked South Face. 
In the event, the pair did retrace 
their steps, regaining Camp 3 
and the radio and some food on 
the 19th. The descent through 
the avalanche zone to Camp 2 
proved very dangerous, and 
they had a number of close 
escapes. Camp 2 itself had been 
damaged. Attempts to regain 
radio contact proved fruitless, 
and the pair also let off rockets 
which were not seen. The follow
ing day they descended as 
quickly as possible, passing a 
cache of food in the remains of 
Camp 1 in order to travel light to 
get to Base before the expedition 
left. But all to no avail: they 
reached Base at 5.0 p.m., just five 
hours after the last porters had 
left (taking all the food and other 
equipment). By this time, Schu
bert's feet were badly frost-bitten 
and both men were very fati
gued; but it took a further two 
days of painful and hungry valley 
descent before the pair finally 
caught up with the porters at the 
village of Siklis, on May 23 -
thirteen days after they had 
originally set out from Camp 2. 
Thus ended an amazing epic that 
would certainly have finished 
lesser men. It is almost incon
ceivable that the climbers should 
have had enough determination 
and confidence to press on with 
a two-day final push, without 
food and having narrowly esca
ped death in the avalanche. They 
had already been on the face for 
six consecutive days up to this 
point, and had no support in the 
event of a mishap. 
Schubert's and Baumann's feat 
will probably come to be re
garded as one of the most deter
mined pieces of Himalayan 
climbing since Buhl reached the 
summit of Nanga Parbat in 1953. 

Above: The new American Route on the North- West Face and North 
Ridge of Nanda Devi (reported in Mountain 52) . 
Photo: H. Adams Carter 

GARHWAL 

Trisul (23,360ft.) 
An eleven-man Yugoslav expe
dition, led by Tone Sazanov, 
made the first ascent of the 
9,000ft. West Face by a route 
from the Upper Ronti Glacier. 
The climb, which involved four 
camps and much fixed rope, 
followed the prominent ice ridge 
in the centre of the face. This 
gave climbing at an average 
angle of 55°, with some steeper 
sections. The summit was 
reached on May 15 by Andrej 
Gasseli and Stefan Marence, and 
on the following day by Vanja 
Matijevec. 
Maiktoli (22,320ft.) 
Himavanta reports that this peak 
was climbed by a Japanese 
team in the autumn. 
Devistan (21,910ft.) 
Devistan was visited in June by a 
six-strong American expedition, 
led by Dave Graber. The sum
mit of Devistan 2 (21,420ft) was 
reached by Graber and Chris 
Pizzo, who took a route up the 
East Face from the Inner Sanc
tuary and then descended via a 
south-westerly traverse to the 
col between Devistan 1 and 
Devistan 2. On the same day, 
Devistan 1 was climbed by 
Cheryl Arnold, Rocco Osborn 
and Mugsy Leitz, who also took 
a route from the east. On the fol
lowing day, Graber, Pizzo and 
Toby Wheeler made a further 
ascent of Devistan 1. 
Fluted Peak (20,200ft.) 
Himavanta reports that a nine
strong Indian team, led by Sisir 
Ghosh, made an ascent of this 
peak on August 11. The peak 
was first climbed in 1958, by a 
British team led by Peter Holmes. 

LAHUL 

Mulkila 6 (20,600ft.) 
An American expedition, led by 
Lute Jerstad, climbed this peak 
in June 1975. They took a route 
up a steep ice face to gain the 
East Ridge, which was followed 
to the summit. Seven climbers 
reached the top. This was re
corded as an official first 
ascent, though it is believed 
that the lndo-Tibetan Border 
Police may have made an 
earlier ascent from another side 
of the mountain. 

KASHMIR/LADAKH 

Kang Lacha (20,723ft.) 
An Anglo-American party, con
sisting of Mark Dravers, Mike 
Richie, Simon Fraser and Terry 
Rollerson, made an ascent of 
this mountain (also known as 
Stok Kangri) by a route up the 
East Face. The party also made 
ascents of a number of smaller 
peaks in the Ladakh area. 
Sind (Thajiwas) Valley 
This relatively untouched valley, 
about three hours· trek east of 
Shrinagar, is rather like a Hima
layan Chamonix, with modera
tely sized peaks, six lateral 
glaciers and numerous un
climbed walls. It was first ex
plored for its mountaineering 
potential by British climbers in 
the 'thirties and 'forties, but since 
then it has been little visited. This 
summer, a number of ascents 
were made by American climbers 
Michael Tobias, Ken Dyleski and 
Richard Brower. They made the 
first ascent of the North Face of 
Katzim Paha/in Bal (16,400ft.), 
by a nine-pitch, 5.9 route, and 
Tobias also made a solo first 
ascent of the South Face of 
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Valehead Peak (15,900ft.), an 
800ft. climb with sections of 5.9. 
John Jackson was also in the 
area at this time, revising a guide 
that he wrote in 1945. 
It is clear that this region has 
considerable potential for modest 
expeditions seeking enjoyable 
holiday climbing. 

KARAKORAM 

Gangchen (21,200ft.) 
Sospun Brakk (21,040ft.) 
Fourteen German climbers, 
under the overall leadership of 
Robert Wagner, mounted at
tempts on these two peaks in 
August, after approaching up the 
Sospun Glacier. They climbed as 
two groups of seven. The first 
group reached the Hikmul Pass, 
in an attempt to find a route up 
Gangchen, and the second group 
reached a height of 18,000ft. on 
the West Ridge of Sospun Brakk. 
Unfortunately the expedition 
was greatly delayed by red tape 
and porter problems, and the 
attempts were called off at these 
points. This is the first time an 
expedition has been into this 
valley since Shipton's 1939 
Survey Expedition. 
Latok 1 (23,440ft.) 
A twelve-man Japanese team, 
led by Yoshio Miyahira, called off 
its attempt on this peak after the 
death of Teruo Sakamoto, who 
fell while traversing an ice-wall. 
Correspondents: Brooke-Smith, 
Cheney, Schubert, Graber, 
Tobias, Savenc, Fraser and 
Wagner 

MALAYSIA 

Mt. Kinabalu (13,455ft.) 
This magnificent massif in Sa bah 
(Borneo), Eastern Malaysia, is 
characterized by an erosion-ex
posed dome, tipped by about a 
dozen major peaks, of which Mt. 
Kinabalu is the highest. The 
massif, which has considerable 
scope for hard technical rock
climbs, as well as more modest 
mountaineering objectives, was 
recently visited by a group of ten 
Chinese climbers, from Hong 
Kong, who climbed many of its 
summits and assessed its poten
tial. Yau Wai Chuen reports that 
the West Face of Alexandra Peak 
would offer a fine 5,000ft. climb 
on magnificent rock. The ap
proach might cause a problem, 
as the massif is guarded by thick 
jungle, but this could be over
come by taking a tourist route to 
the summit and then abseiling 
down to the start of the climb. 
The Chinese made climbs on 
many of the faces and pinnacles, 
including one 2,000ft. slab route 
on the South-West Face of 
Kinabalu. They also climbed in 
the restricted eastern end of the 
summit plateau. Mountaineering 
here is subject to a considerable 
degree of official interference, 
and one is often compelled to 
engage guides, even for the as
cent of the easy tourist route on 
Law's Peak (Kinabalu's highest 
summit). 
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U.S.S.R. 

Henry 
solos big 
Tien Shan 
iceroute 
American climbers Alex Bertulis, 
Henry Barber, George Lowe, 
Chris Jones, Craig Martinson 
and Mike Warburton were guests 
of the Mountaineering Federa
tion of the U.S.S.R. for six 
weeks last summer. This was the 
second stage of a goodwill ex
change between Soviet and 
American climbers that began in 
1975 with a Soviet visit to the 
United States. 
The Americans were joined by a 
squad of top Soviet climbers 
and, with all expenses paid by 
their hosts, were able to make 
ascents in three major ranges: 
the Pamirs, the Tien Shan and 
the Caucasus. They declined in
vitations to climb big 'expedi
tion-type' peaks, concentrating 
instead on alpine climbing and 
interesting rock ascents on 
medium height peaks of up to 
18,000ft. During their stay they 
made a total of thirty-seven 
climbs (including ten first 
ascents) of which the most 
notable were as follows. 
Pamirs 
In the Fanski Gori area, Lowe, 
Jones, Slava Onishenko and 
Misha Ovehenekov made the 
first direct ascent of the North 
Face of Pik Mirali. This climb in
volved some of the hardest 
technical ice-climbing yet seen 
in the Soviet Union. Also in this 
area, Bertulis and three Soviets 
made an ascent of the classic 
1 0,000ft. North Ridge of Pik 
Chapdara which, with 35 rock 
and 13 ice pitches, is considered 
the best alpine climb in the region. 
Tien Shan 
Four big climbs were made on 
the formidable North Face of 
Free Korea Peak. Warburton and 
Sergei Bershov climbed a classic 
route (with some aid) on the 
left side of the face, and 
Jones, Bertulis, Lev Pavlechenko 
and Dainius Mokauskas did the 
main classic on the face. 
Meanwhile, Henry Barber made 
a 4½-hour night solo ascent of 
the central ice-field, a route 
that involved 3,000ft. of ice
climbing (of up to 60°), topped 
by a 150ft. rock band. Barber 
later admitted that this was his 
first alpine route. The following 
night, George Lowe climbed 
another ice-field on the right of 
the face. This was slightly 
less steep than Barber's route, 
but Lowe was harassed by 
thunderstorms and snowfall. 
Lowe's and Barber's routes 
(both new) were unique in being 

the first officially recognized solo 
routes in the U.S.S.R., where solo 
climbing is forbidden. (Perhaps 
not surprisingly. Ed.) 
An interesting new rock route, 

the West Pillar (2,500ft., 5.9) of 
Corona West Peak, was climbed 
by Lowe, Martinson, Ovchene
kov and Vatslav Ruzhevski. 

Above: The North Face of Free Korea Peak in the Tien Shan. The 
two old routes are on the mixed face on the left, and the new ice 
routes soloed by Barber and Lowe take the central couloir and the 
right-hand slope. Photo: Alex Bertulis 

Caucasus 
On Dolar Peak in the Western 
Caucasus, the celebrated North 
Buttress was climbed by Lowe, 
Jones and Bertulis, each of 
whom was accompanied by a 
Soviet climber. This 2,500ft. 
free climb on excellent rock was 
compared, by Bertulis, with the 
North Buttress of Mt. Slesse in 
the Cascades. Meanwhile, War
burton and Valentin Grakovich 
established a hard new aid-route 
on the North Face of Dolar. Al
though only 1,500ft. long, it took 
six days to complete, and both 
climbers took long falls. War
burton sustained head and hip 
injuries in a monster 120ft. plum
met from the summit pyramid; 
he was subsequently carried 
down in a massive but smooth 
rescue operation. 
All in all, the exchange was 
very successful and much was 
learnt about differences in climb-

THEANDES 

Huandoy's 
South Face 
yields to 
Desmaison 
Venezuelan Andes 
In December, 1975, a party 
consisting of David Nott, Steve 
Platt, Carlos Reyes and Wilmer 
Peres made the first ascent of El 
Autana, a 4,500ft. rock tower 
rising out of the jungle four 
hundred miles south of Caracas. 
The 1,500ft. route, which 
followed the North Ridge, took 
three days, with two bivouacs. 
The approach was made from 

ing in the two countries. Russian 
equipment is cumbersome and 
outmoded; the Americans were 
therefore all the more impressed 
by the standards achieved on 
rock in Russia, despite this 
handicap. On ice, however, the 
Russians are some years behind, 
for the ice equipment recently 
developed in the West is so im
portant an adjunct to high
standard ice work that the Rus
sians have been unable to main
tain a comparable advance in 
standards. 
The brief and frenetic periods 
of wild socializing that were 
squeezed into the hectic sched
ule revealed that Americans and 
Russians are about par on 
boozing performance, but the 
Russians are far superior at sing
songs, an activity which they 
enjoy unreservedly. 
Correspondents: Bertulis and 
Martinson 

Puerto Ayacucho, via four rivers 
and then through about twelve 
miles of jungle. 
El Autana is remarkable for the 
cathedral-sized cave which 
pierces it from side to side, 
about 400ft. from the top, so 
that light shows through the 
mountain. The team traversed 
into the cave along the West 
Face, finishing the ridge the next 
day. 
Huandoy Sur (20,981ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) A ten-strong 
French expedition, led by Rene 
Desmaison, succeeded in 
making the first ascent of the 
South Face, a very steep and 
technical wall of rock and ice 
that has defeated several strong 
attempts. After a 37-day attack, 
the summit was reached on July 
22 by Desmaison and Maurice 
Favre, and Pascal Ottman and 



Jean Claude Salomon. They 
made a direct ascent, using 
"micro-pitons" and th irty-five 
bolts, and bivouacked in 
hammocks on the vertical upper 
section of the face. 
Alpamayo (19,510ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) A seven 
man Danish expedition, led by 
Dolfi Rotovnik, climbed the 
North Ridge in June. N. 0. 
Coops Olsen, Kurt Frahm, Ole 
Eistrup and Jens Andersen 
reached the summit on June 17. 
Two days later, a Swiss team is 
also reported to have climbed 
the route. The Danish party also 
attempted Abasraju, but called 
off their bid in the face of 
dangerous snow conditions. 
Nevado de Caraz West 
(19,767ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) Spanish 
climbers Ramon Bramana Rams, 
Joan Massons and Guillem 
Arias explored and climbed in 
the Lake Paron area in July. 
They made an ascent of Nevada 
de Caraz West, climbed a 
satellite peak on its North-East 
Ridge (Punta Quechua) and 
made an ascent of Pisco West. 
Nevado Paron 
(Cordillera Blanca) Local park 
officials (and climbers) Michael 

EAST AFRICA 

Kilimanjaro (19,340ft.) 
lain Allen and Mark Savage 
added another route (grade 5, 
5,000ft.) to the Kersten Glacier, 
taking the extreme right side of 
the icefall. The climb, which took 
twenty-seven hours and in
volved two bivouacs, was 
characterized by steep ice work 
and difficult route-finding 
through serac barriers. 
Also on the Kersten Glacier, the 
Moss /Fatti Route reported in 
Mountain 50 has turned out to 
be no more than a direct start to 
the Howell/ Cleare / O'Connor 
Route, which was climbed a 
few weeks earlier. It seems that 
Moss and Fatti simply climbed 
a couloir to the right of the 
earlier route, which they then 
joined after a few hundred feet. 
Mt. Kenya (17,058ft.) 
Despite a season of generally 
poor weather, a few notable 
ascents were made. Doug Scott 
and Tut Braithwaite made the 
first ascent of the North-East 
Face Direct of Ne/ion (grade 6). 
They climbed new ground to 
the foot of the unclimbed 300ft. 
Grey Corner. Having climbed 
the corner, they joined the 
North-East Pillar Route for its 
crux section, before striking off 
left to more new ground which 
led to the summit. Scott re
ported that the climb was about 
Alpine ED inf. (British HVS, 
with a pitch of XS), with con
tinuously clean jamming cracks. 
The pair also made a rapid, six
hour ascent of Diamond Couloir, 
taking in the first winter ascent 
of the Chouinard/ Covington 
finish up the headwall. Scott and 
Braithwaite reported that the 

Rourke and Curry Slaymaker, 
who were in the Lake Paron area 
with the aforementioned 
Spanish group, disappeared 
during an attempt to climb this 
peak. Two days of search by the 
Spanish climbers failed to 
produce any trace of the missing 
pair. Rourke had acted as 
special Andean correspondent 
for both Mountain and the 
A.A.J. for the past two years. 
Uruashraju (17,815ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) Our report in 
Mountain 46 was incorrect: 
Debs, Johns and Burnell did not 
take part in the climb, and the 
account should have included 
the names of Joachim Packa, 
Dave Ciochetti and Dan 
Lang made. 
Guidebook to Cordilleras 
Blanca and Rosco 
John Ricker has now completed 
his long awaited guidebook to 
this area. It is being published 
by the Canadian Alpine Club, 
P.O. Box 1026, Banff, Alberta 
TOL OCO, Canada, to whom 
enquiries should be sent. 
Millpo Grande (18,045ft.) 
(Millpo Group) Vittorio Meroni 
and Ludovico Gaetani, members 
of a five-man Italian team led by 
Celso Salvetti, made an ascent 

Original (Snyder/Thumbi) Route 
seems just as logical a finish as 
the headwall in winter. This con 
firms the local opinion that the 
summer and winter ascents of 
the couloir cannot be compared . 
The route is snowed-up and 
completely different in winter, 
and at this time the Snyder/ 
Thumbi line is very logical. The 
points made in Mountain 43 can 
therefore be discounted. The 
original line is indeed part of the 
couloir and has no relationship 
to the Southern Slabs, which are 
well to the left. According to the 
British pair, the climb is about 
Scottish grade 4, with the head
wall grade 5. 
Hell's Gate Gorge 
Ian Howell and John Temple put 
up Happy Birthday Uncle Sam, 
a route that employs a lot of aid 
to force a way through a rather 
unattractive section of the cliff. 
Another new line was Icarus 
(HVS, A1 ), which was put up by 
Savage, Allen and Howell. 
Scott and Braithwaite made a 
free ascent of Olympian, and 
repeated Juggernaut (MXS) and 
The Big Corner (XS), on which 
they were accompanied by 
Howell and Allen, respectively. 
Scott and Allen then put up 
Vampire (MXS), w ith just two 
points of aid, before climbing 
another new free route entitled 
Sickle (HVS), on which they 
were joined by Braithwaite. 
Outlying crags 
At Soitpus, a 500ft. crag south
east of Nairobi, Allen and Savage 
put up Gladiator (HVS). This is 
said to be one of the best routes 
yet found on the remoter crags. 
Correspondents: Allen and Scott 

of the icy South Face on August 
4, 1975. The party also made 
other ascents in the area. 
Puscanturpa Norte 
(18,541 ft.) 
(Cordillera Huayhuash) An 
eight-man Italian expedition, led 
by Graziano Bianchi, completed 
a very difficult new route on the 
North-West Face on August 6, 
1975. Much of the difficulty 
was on steep rock and mixed 
ground. Two precarious camps 
were placed, and eventually the 
icy and corniced summit ridge 
was reached and followed to 
complete an important ascent. 
Huagaruncho (18,799ft.) 
(Central Peru) A seven-strong 
Japanese team, led by Hideaki 
Naoi, made the first ascent of 
the North-East Ridge of this 
difficult peak in July, 1975. Two 
camps were placed on the ridge. 
All members of the team 
reached the summit in two 
groups, on July 4 and 6 
respectively, after more than 
three weeks of work. The 
second group included two 
women, Tomomi Akiyama and 
Yoshiko Mitsumoto. 
Correspondents: Nott, 
Contamine, Rotovnik, Rams 
and Adams Carter 

CANADA 

Baffin Island 
In July, Craig McKibben and 
Clark Gerhardt made a new 
route up the East Face of Turn
weather Peak, taking the buttress 
and face above the ice couloir 
leading to the Turnweather/ 
Guardians Col. The climb 
(3000ft., 5.8, A2), which took 
ten hours to complete, was on 
excellent rock, similarto Tahquitz. 
The same pair did two more good 
routes: the first was a twelve
pitch climb (5.9, A2) on the 
crescent-shaped buttress of an 
unnamed peak to the west of 
Turnweather; the second was a 
thirty-five pitch, 5.8 climb up the 
East Face of the dramatic "bullet
shaped peak dominating the 
valley west of Mt. Thor". Here 
again the climbing was superb. 
Phil Bartlett and Steve Parr were 
also active in the area last sum
mer. Their best climb was the 
first ascent of the magnificent 
West Face of Mt. Friga (TD 
sup.), via the line of least re
sistance - a snow and ice route 
linking couloirs and ramps to the 
right of the big central buttresses 
(pitches of Scottish grade 4). 
Among other climbs made by 
the pair was the first ascent of 
the North West Arete of the 
Watchtower, a fine rock route 
with pitches of 5 sup and A2. 
Correction 
Our first-hand report of the 
ascent of the North-East Cou!oir 
of Mt. Andomeda (Mountain 51) 
was inaccurate. Bill Strugaty 
(not Aeges) says that the route 
was only 1500ft. long, 50 ° and 
Grade 3. 
Correspondents: Gerhardt 
Bartlett and Strugaty 

NEW ZEALAND 

WINTER/SPRING 1976 

The winter season was charac
terized by bad weather : generally 
heavy snowfalls interspersed 
with rapid thaws. As a result, few 
new winter climbs were made, 
despite the effort expended. 
Darrans 
The season's highlight was the 
first winter ascent of Mt. Tutoko, 
after many attempts over several 
years. The climb was completed 
by Bruce Clark (on his eighth 
attempt) , with Jim Strang and 
Paul Corwin; they took the Age 
Glacier Route, which proved 
surprisingly straightforward. Pre
vious attempts had involved 
struggles on most of the other 
existing routes on the mountain, 
so this proved something of an 
anticlimax. To rub salt in the 
wound, another party repeated 
the climb four days later in 
shorts and shirtsleeves. 
Also in the Darrans, Merv 
English and Judith Terpestra 
completed the first winter ascent 
of Mairs Mate in deteriorating 
weather on iced rock. Having 
reached the top, they were 
forced to bivouac in a storm, 
with only a jersey and duvet for 
bivouac gear. 
In November, Merv English com
pleted two fine solo gully climbs 
in the same area: the Warren/ 
Calder Gully on Crosscut, and a 
new line up a gully leading out of 
the Crosscut Cirque directly to 
the summit of Mt. Christina. 
Mt. Cook Area 
There was considerable activity 
in the Mt. Cook area, and ascents 
were made of the West Face of 
Haidinger, the South Face of 
Douglas and the Heemskirk Face 
of Tasman. New climbs included 
the first winter ascent of the 
South Face of Mt. Dixon, by 
Richard Pears and John Dale, 
and the first winter climb of the 
classic Syme Ridge/Silberhorn 
Traverse of Mt. Tasman, by John 
Cocks and John Burton. The 
latter climb featured a bivouac at 
10,000ft. with only one sleeping 
bag, and a broken crampon on 
the descent. 
Winter climbing literally hit the 
headlines when a young climber 
was killed in a fall from the East 
Ridge of Mt. Cook. Due to incle
ment weather the body was not 
recovered for three days, and 
there was a considerable outcry 
about this as a helicopter was 
available on the day of the acci
dent. However, it was the media 
that really took the lid off the 
affair, first with a televised close
up zoom shot of the body on the 
day of the accident, then with a 
public debate in the papers and 
on TV on the conduct of the 
rescue, which did neither side 
any good. It is to be hoped that 
neither this nor the weather is a 
harbinger of the summer season. 
Correspondent: George Edwards 
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ALASKA/YUKON 
Mt. Foraker (17,400ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) A seven
strong French team, led by Henri 
Agresti, made an ascent of the 
most easterly of the South 
Ridges on June 3. The ridge 
was climbed from a Base on the 
Kahiltna Glacier, Three camps 
were made, and much fixed rope 
was used to overcome major 
cornice obstacles. 
Two ascents made simulta
neously in 1975 should be men
tioned. A four-man group, led by 
Steve van Meter, climbed the 
South-East Ridge, while a five
man Japanese group climbed 
the North-East Ridge. Both 
parties reached the summit on 
July 14. 
Mt. Huntington (12,240ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) Over 
three days in July, 1975, a team 
consisting of Jeff Bevan, Randy 
McGregor, Bruce Wehman and 
Dean Smith made an alpine-style 
second ascent of the Havard 
Route on the West Face . They 
encountered many ice pitches, 
as well as rock pitches of 5.8 and 
A2. Falling ice and rock consti
tuted additional hazards. The 
descent, which was made by the 
same route, took a further 2½ 
days. 
Mt. Hunter (14,470ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) In June, 
1975, a five-man Japanese team, 
led by Kazutero Jo, made a 
thirteen-day ascent (three 
camps) of the East Ridge. 

UNITED STATES 
Yosemite 
Two major new routes were 
completed on El Capitan in 
1976. Helepolis (grade 6, 5.9, 
A3) was climbed in late spring 
by Jim Pettigrew, Dave Bircheff 
and Phil Bircheff; it begins left 
of West Buttress. which it even
tually joins. The new climb fini
shes at the Grand Traverse. Forty 
bolts and dowels were placed. 
Eagles Way, a seventeen-pitch 
route right of the Zodiac, was 
climbed in September by Mark 
Chapman and Jim Orey. The 
route is overhanging and in
volves expanding nailing on 
good, clean rock. Chapman 
warns that, although the thirty
two bolts are in place, keyhole 
hangers will be needed on sub
sequent ascents. 
In May, Jim Bridwell and Mike 
Graham climbed Gold Ribbon 
(grade 6, 5.10, A3). This fifteen
pitch route is on the steep wall 
left of Vain Hope in the Ribbon 
Falls area, and is sixty per cent 
free. Interesting repeats on El 
Capitan include Dale Bard's 
and Rick Pickett's six-day as
cent of Mescalito, and Jack 
Roberts'sand Rob Muir's seven
day ascent of Cosmos. 
Rockfall has swept the area 
around the El Cap Tree Direct 
Route on El Capitan, and 
another rockfall removed belay 
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A Swiss party, consisting of 
Heinrich Perk, Arturo Giavanolli, 
Leo Hartmann, John Rudolph 
Bezzola, made an alpine-style 
ascent of the West Ridge during 
May. 
Moose's Tooth (10,334ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) In July, 
1975, a party consisting of Lou 
Dawson, Tom Merrill, Bob Sulli
van and Mike Kennedy failed in 
an attempt on the unclimbed 
East Face. The climbers were just 
below the high-point of pre
vious attempts, when they were 
forced to retreat in the face of 
serious rock and ice-fall hazards. 
Mt. Blackburn (16,523ft.) 
(Wrangell Mts.) Seven members 
of a 24-strong Japanese party, 
led by Masahiro Hashimoto, 
completed an ascent of the 
North-West Ridge on April 29. 
Peaks 10,685ft. and 10,060ft., 
to the north of Mountaineers' 
Pass, were also climbed by this 
expedition. 
Mt. Hayes (13,700ft.) 
(Hayes Range) Fred Beckey, 
Brian Leo, Doug McCarty and 
George Ochenski made the first 
ascent of the South- West Face 
in early June. They approached 
from the upper Susitna Glacier. 
Two camps were established 
before the base of the 5,000ft. 
face was reached. The face itself 
was climbed in a single thirty
hour push, first up a prominent 
ice couloir, then across a rock 
rib on the left to gain and climb 

and protection bolts on Quick
silver and Freewheelin' on 
Middle Cathedral Rock. 
Several fine new free routes 
have been discovered. Ray 
Jardine and John Lakey put up 
a five-pitch route, Super Nova 
(5.11 ), on the wall several hun
dred yards left of the Rostrum. 
Shakey Flakes, on the great 
slab beneath the Royal Arches. 
has been pushed to the lowest 
arch by Matt Cox. 1 he route 
now has eight pitches and is 
rated 5.11 . The Outside Face 
of Phantom Pinnacle was climb
ed free by Mike Graham, Roger 
Breedlove, and Jim Bridwell, 
giving three 5.10 pitches. 
Graham showed his mettle by 
leading a difficult lunge off a 
ledge on to an overhanging 
wall on the first pitch. The pre
viously reported Beggar's Butt
ress on the North Buttress of 
Lower Cathedral Rock, climbed 
by Mark Chapman and Kevin 
Worrall, deserves special men
tion; the route has been attemp
ted many times in the past five 
years by several of the Valley's 
finest climbers. Two of the seven 
pitches are rated 5.11. John 
Bachar and Jim Bridwell put up 
Pinky Paralysis (5.11) and Dale 
Bard, Nie Taylor, George Meyers 
and Ron Kauk climbed Overdrive 
(5.10), a 10ft. ceiling problem. 

Above: The South-West Face of Mt. Hayes. The new route takes the 
obvious rock-flanked couloir (centre/right). Photo: Austin Post 

a glacial trough, which led to 
the top of the face. The summit 
was not reached. 
Shortly afterwards, a four-man 
Japanese team, led by Takashi 
Aizawa, climbed to the South 
Peak from the Susitna Glacier. 
Mt. Logan (19,850ft.) 
(St. Elias Mountains) In July, 
David Jones, Gerry Holdsworth 
and Kobi Wyss climbed a new 
route on the 10,000ft. North 
Face. The climb, which took 
fifteen days, followed a snow 

Two free variations of the Ros
trum North Face have been com
pleted. The first, Blind Faith 
(grade 4, 5.10), climbed by Ron 
Kauk and Dale Bard, shares the 
first four pitches of the North 
Face Route and, at the bivouac 
ledge, follows a crack system 
60ft. left of that route to the sum
mit. The second was put up by 
Kauk and John Yablonski, who 
free-climbed all except the last 
two pitches of the North Face 
Route to a finish on Blind Faith. 
The climb was rated 5.11. 
Valley climbers are beginning to 
agree that the free-climbing 
rating system is not being syste
matically applied in the top cate
gories (hard 5.10 and above). 
Although this problem only con
cerns a handful of climbers, most 
would agree that a logical sys
tem is required. Several Valley 
regulars have expressed dismay 
at the current practice of adding 
a, b, c, d to the already over
loaded 5.10 category, which 
occurs because climbers hesi
tate to rate their new routes 5.11 
or 5.12. It has been suggested 
that a truly open-ended system 
should be adopted, similar to the 
Australian system, with specific 
climbs being designated as the 
standard of difficulty in each 
category. Besides Kauk's Hot 
Line, current candidates for 5.12, 

and ice ridge to the left of the 
Independence Ridge. 
Janeau lcefield 
In July, Fred Beckey, Craig 
Zaspel, Doug McCarty and Jack 
Tackle made the first ascent of 
the South Couloir of Devil's 
Paw. This 3,500ft. ice route was 
climbed mainly during the 
hours of twilight, to ensure 
better snow conditions. 
Correspondents: Gerhardt, Perk, 
Bocarde and Beckey 

or even higher ratings, would 
certainly include the Crimson 
Cringe and Hangdog, by Ray 
Jardine and John Lakey; Tips, 
by John Bachar and Kauk; 
Tales of Power, by Kauk; Over
hang Overpass, by Jim Donini; 
and Coffin Nail, by Phil Gleason. 
No doubt there will be others. 
Shawangunks 1975, 1976 
The past two seasons in the 
'Gunks have been a period of 
consolidation . With few aid 
points left to be eliminated, and 
comparatively little reported in 
the way of new routes, the main 
emphasis has been on repeating 
the very difficult new free routes 
established over the previous 
seasons. 
One important element in this 
respect has been the appearance 
in the 'Gunks of climbers based 
in other areas, who have come 
specifically to climb here and in 
other north-eastern climbing 
grounds, instead of simply 'pass
ing through'. Perhaps the most 
successful of these visitors have 
been Yosemite habitues Ron 
Kauk and Verne Clevenger. 
This pair have repeated many 
of the 'Gunks' most difficult 
routes, such as Kama Sutra and 
Wasp Stop. The finest achieve
ment, however, was Kauk's 
second ascent of Supercrack. 
Home teams have also been very 



active. John Bragg's and Rich 
Perch's second free ascent of To 
Have or Have Not, Perch's and 
Paul Niland's repeat of True Grip 
and John Bragg's and Kevin 
Bein's climbs of The Throne 
stand out in particular. As on the 
first free ascents of these routes, 
many attempts were usually re
quired before repeats were 
made. Kauk and Clevenger 
worked on Supercrack for four 
consecutive days before they 
were successful. 
While all this activity was occur
ring in the highest grades, even 
greater traffic was being seen on 
climbs that are only slightly 
easier. Lines such as Foops and 
Persistent are well on the way to 
acquiring trade route status. An
other development has been the 
appearance of increasing num
bers of competent women climb
ers, operating at the top grades. 
Eve Uiga, who has done several 
new routes on her home cliff of 
Senaca Rocks, West Virginia, 
has repeated many of 'Gunk's 
desperates. The most success
ful of the female climbers, 
though, is Barbara Bein, who 
has partnered husband Kevin up 
such climbs as Co-existence, 
and has led Foops. 
Most of the reported new acti
vity has been at Mohonk. Dave 
Loeks has been active here, pro
ducing such climbs as Insula
tion (5.9), climbed with Claude 
Suhl, and Laurel and Hardy 
(5.10), climbed with Dick 
Williams. Other new climbs at 
Mohonk include Comedy of 
Terrors (5.10), by Ivan Rezucha 
and John Bragg, and The Long
est Day (5.9), a sixteen-pitch 
girdle traverse put up by Ken 
Nichols and Mike Heintz. Re
cent new routes at the Trapps 
include Deep Lichen, a poorly 
protected 5.9 by Williams, Bein, 
and Roy Kligfield, Casablanca 
(5.8) by Williams and Kligfield, 
and Scotch on the Rocks (5.10) 
by Rezucha and Perch. 
Dick Williams is working on a 
revision of his guidebook and, 
following suggestions by Henry 
Barber, has proposed a drastic 
change in the grading system. 
His proposal is to adopt an 
open-ended, Australian-style 
system in place of the commonly 
used decimal system. The ver
sion currently under considera
tion goes as high as 29 (Super
crack). Proponents point to the 
top-heavy condition of the deci
mal system, which seems stalled 
and overloaded at the 5.10-5.11 
level. Kauk commented that 
Supercrack was two grades 
harder than anything else he's 
ever climbed. Opponents of the 
new system feel that it is mean
ingless to make such fine dis
tinctions of difficulty between 
routes, especially since many 
have only had a couple of as
cents. However, with several 
new or revised guidebooks in 
preparation ( covering other 
nearby areas, as well as the 
'Gunks), it seems that some uni-

form solution to this problem 
should be agreed upon. It may 
be possible to compromise by 
engendering a greater willing
ness to expand the existing 
grades. 
A problem of greater importance 
has been a decision by a N.Y. 
Court challenging the tax exemp
tion of the Mohonk Trust, which 
owns the majority of the Shaw
angunk cliffs. If this decision, is 
upheld on appeal, the Trust may 
not be able to survive. This 
would open up the region to 
developers, and could spell the 
end to climbing in the area. 
New Hampshire 1975, 1976 
In 1975, the Mt. Washington 
Valley cliffs saw renewed acti
vity after a previous lull. Climbers 
such as Bryan Delaney, Mike 
Hartrich and Ed Webster were 
particularly active, but most 
notable was Doug Madara. 
Within months of starting to 
climb, Madara was leading some 
of the hardest routes on the cliff, 
though he logged considerable 
flight time in the process. With 
veteran Paul Ross, he climbed 
the only major new routes on 
Cathedral. Armageddon (5.9, 
A2) takes a most improbable 
section of the cliff, right of the 
Standard Route, the aid con
sisting of a couple of shaky cliff
hanger moves. The same team 
created King Crab (grade 5, 
5.9) an almost completely inde
pendent reverse girdle of the 
crag, while Ross and Jeff Phea
sant added Yellow Wall Varia
tion (A3) to the Prow. 
A controversial new route was 
established next to Ventilator by 
Joe Cote and Mike Hartrich. As 
on the earlier route, Cote placed 
protection bolts on rappel before 
climbing the route. After nu
merous attempts, Hartrich was 
recruited and was able to finish 
the lead. The route was left un
named, but is now known as 
Yo-Yo and was rated 5.11 by 
second ascensionists Rick 
Hatch and Ajax Greene. Several 
major aid eliminations have been 
achieved. Delaney and Webster 
free climbed the first pitch and 
much of the second pitch of 
Women in love. When further 
free progress on that line became 
unlikely, they contrived a tra
verse over to the upper section 
of the Book of Solemnity and 
finished on that route. The re
sulting combination gave sus
tained climbing of great difficulty 
(5.11) and quality. Webster and 
Delaney also free-climbed Abra
kadabra (5.10) ; the last section, 
a variation to avoid a blank slab 
that was bolted by the first
ascent party, was added later by 
Webster. The most difficult climb 
of the season, and probably the 
hardest yet done in the area, was 
James Dunn's free ascent of 
The Possessed (5.11 ). This one
pitch climb, which consists of a 
severely overhanging layback, 
was the subject of repeated 
attempts by numerous climbers 
before it was finally freed. Dunn's 

short visit also resulted in an
other extremely difficult first free 
ascent, when he climbed 
Screaming Yellow Zonkers 
(5.11) on Woodchuck Ledge. 
On Whitehorse, the only new 
route was the short Ethereal 
Crack (5.10), at the base of the 
South Buttress; it was put up by 
Webster and Joe Lentini. 
Cannon received a new guide 
(the third version in four years), 
which was immediately out
dated. Andy Tuthill and Chris 
Ellms put up The British Were 
Coming (5.8), a route snatched 
from the jaws of Ross and 
Madara, and Ambrosia (5.8, AO), 
on which the aid consisted of a 
shoulder stand. Steve Schneider, 
Jeff Burns and Andy Middleton 
freed Odyssey of an Artichoke 
(5.9), while Burns, partnered by 
Hans Larsen, freed the Direct
Direct and finished up the VMC 
(grade 4, 5.10), creating one of 
the most sustained routes in 
New England. A new aid route 
was established by Peter Cole, 
accompanied on various at
tempts by Rainsford Rouner. 
Mark Richey and Rick Wilcox. 
The route, entitled Across the 
Great Divide (grade 3, 5.7, A4), 
is the most serious nail-up on 
the cliff. 
Finally, an important 5.10 varia
tion to Union Jack was estab
lished by Webster and Delaney, 
who avoided the loose chimney 
of the original free variation by 
traversing right around the 
corner at the start of the fourth 
pitch. 
During the winter of 1975/76, 
considerable snowfall and very 
cold temperatures early in the 
season, followed by milder than 
normal conditions for the re
mainder, resulted in the best ice 
build-up in several years. Routes 
such as the Black Dike received 
regular ascents, while Repen
tence was climbed four times 
within a week. In the Mt. Wash
ington Valley, Peter Cole, Rains
ford and Tim Rouner climbed 
Remission early in the season, 
when the poor conditions called 
for the use of some aid on rock as 
well as extreme ice climbing. R. 
Rouner and Mark Richey climb
ed The Senator, a thin smear of 
ice on Humphrey's Ledge which 
only existed for a short time 
during the middle of the season. 
Equally ephemeral was the Myth 
of Sisyphus, climbed by the 
Rouner brothers on the South 
Buttress of Whitehorse. R. 
Rouner, Cole and Rick Wilcox 
added another hard route to 
Frankenstein Cliff, when they 
climbed the very thin icicle 
known as Drop Line. All the 
aforementioned routes were 
graded NEI grade 4, although 
this may well be an underesti
mate for climbs such as Re
mission. 
Cannon also saw a spate of new 
winter climbs. Two new routes 
were established on the exten
sive ice flows right of the Black 
Dike: Fafnir (NEI grade 5), by 

John Bouchard, Roger Martin 
and Steve Zajchowski, and Lila 
(N El grade 4), by R. Rouner and 
Nancy Kerrebrock. Bouchard 
and R. Rouner teamed up to 
climb Omega (NEI grade 5), a 
very difficult line on the left
hand section of the cliff. 
The Labyrinth Wall was the main 
project for the winter big-wall 
men. Cole and Rouner climbed 
it in two days during a mild spell. 
They were followed a day later 
by Bouchard and Andy Embick, 
who were unaware of the pre
vious ascent. While the latter 
team was on the wall, the nearby 
Moby Grape received its first 
winter ascent from Andy Tuthill 
and Chris Ellms, who were re
portedly wearing EBs ! The same 
team made the first winter as
cents of NSW and Muir, both of 
which were in the form of cold 
and snowy rock climbs rather 
than ice routes. Similar condi
tions obtained on the first winter 
ascent of Vertigo, which was 
accomplished by Chris Hassier 
and D. Forster. 
The 1976 summer season in New 
Hampshire was the most active 
ever. Two climbers, Ed Webster 
and James Dunn, dominated the 
activity in the Mt. Washington 
Valley. They each had markedly 
different approaches to their 
climbs. Dunn, benefiting from 
local advice, picked some ob
vious lines, often on remote 
cliffs. These included Sweet New 
England (5.10), put up with 
Webster, Billy Westbay and 
Doug Snively in Crawford 
Notch, and Short but Sweet 
(5.11) in the Kancamagus High
way area. On Cathedral, accom
panied by Webster and Ajax 
Greene, Dunn climbed Black 
Magic (5.11 ), an equally ob
vious, though repellant, pros
pect. 
Webster, on the other hand, pre
ferred to concentrate on one 
cliff at a time. On Cathedral, as 
well as several lesser climbs, he 
produced routes such as The 
Missing Link (grade 2, 5.9+ ), 
an eliminate on Thin Air, put up 
with Paul Ross, Dresden (grade 
1, 5.10), put up with Dunn and 
Greene, and Light in the Forest 
(grade 4, 5.10, A3), a direct 
finish to Pendulum, climbed 
with Paul Ross and utilizing 
minimal amounts of aid. With 
various partners, Webster also 
made several noteworthy aid 
eliminations, including Women 
in Love Direct (5.10) and Jack 
the Ripper (5.11 ), utilizing a 
variation start. Finally, at the end 
of the season, he made the first 
free ascent of Pendulum (grade 
4, 5.11 ), with Ajax Greene. This 
climb is very sustained through
out its six pitches, the crux being 
an 8ft. roof in an impressive posi
tion near the top of the crag. 
Webster compared the climb, in 
terms of difficulty and quality, 
with the Naked Edge in Colo
rado. The route has been re
peated twice, by teams led by 
Dunn and Doug Madara. 
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Also on Cathedral, Joe Cote and 
David Linden established a con
trived line up the centre of the 
cliff. Entitled The Forest of Fan
gorn (grade 4, 5.7, A3), it in
volved a lot of gardening. Bryan 
Delaney, after numerous at
tempts, succeeded in freeing the 
spectacular Bridge of Khazad
dum. This pitch, the final hard 
pitch of the Mines of Moria, con
sists of a 4 " crack under a roof, 
and was notoriously awkward 
and strenuous even with aid . 
Delaney reached the pitch by 
rappel from the top. Later in the 
season, Dunn was able to reach 
the crack from below, utilizing 
the lower pitches of Light in the 
Forest, and thereby adding an
other route of sustained diffi
culty. Several other trends were 
noticeable this summer: there 
was renewed interest in the aid 
routes, several routes were so 
loed, and barefoot climbing was 
practised by a band of masochis
tic devotees after they had heard 
of the adventures of 'Hot' Henry 
and his companions on Saxony 
sandstone. Dunn was the lead
ing practitioner, making shoe
less ascents of climbs such as 
Dresden (first ascent), Lichen 
Delight (5.11) and Black Magic 
(5.11 ). 
During the winter, Jeff Pheasant 
soloed the South Buttress Direct 
(grade 4, 5.8, A3) on Whitehorse. 
He returned in spring, again solo, 
to add Eradicate (grade 3, 5.7, 
A3), further to the right on the 
South Buttress. He also added a 
third route to the buttress, the 
very impressive Wonder Wall 
(grade 4, 5.8, A3), which he 
climbed with Paul Ross. Later in 
the summer, John Bragg, accom
panied by Al Rubin, was able to 
climb the upper section free at 
5.10. 
Webster worked over the left
hand section of the buttress, 
producing several free climbs. 
The most noteworthy of these 

THE ALPS 

Starting with this issue we are 
adopting a new method of re
cording Alpine routes . Lists of 
ascents will no longer be divided 
into summer and winter sections 
and, unless the date is specified, 
it can be assumed that the climbs 
have been made within a year 
of publication. 
We will continue to order areas 
from west to east, but news 
items will now be arranged in 
separate sections for easier ref
erence. These will normally in
clude Dauphine/ Graians, Mt. 
Blanc, Pennine Alps, Bernese 
Oberland, Central Switzerland, 
Bregaglia / Bernina, Dolomites 
and Eastern Alps . We have not 
hitherto recorded events in the 
pre-Alps of Switzerland, France 
or Italy, and this will continue to 
be the case, at least in the fore
seeable future. We may include 
Yugoslavian climbs in this 
section from time to time how
ever. 
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were Tranquillity (5.10) , climbed 
with Matt Stein, Atlantis (5.9) , 
climbed with Doug Madara, and 
Paradise Lost (5.10), climbed 
with Jane Wilson and Michael 
Kennedy. Several shorter climbs 
were accomplished in this area. 
Paul Ross and Roger Martin 
climbed Crack Collection (5.6) 
and Horizontal Chimney (5.7) ; 
Webster, Becker and Dunn put 
up Three Saints (5.9); and Alain 
Comeau added Sleeping Beauty 
(5.10) and Seventh Seal (5 .9), 
the latter being a companion 
route to Ethereal Crack. 
On Cannon, Ross and Pheasant 
established a new mixed climb 
in the 'big-wall section'. Its pre
determined name, One Drop of 
Water (grade 5, 5.8, A3) , proved 
more than prophetic, as the 
second day's climbing was 
accomplished in a deluge. Other 
new routes included Pilaf (5.9), 
an obvious line on the Henderson 
Buttress, climbed by Mark 
Whitton and Tad Pfeffir; Raven 
Crack (5.9) , on the right of Duet, 
climbed by Chris Ellms, Andy 
Tuthill and Jeff Burns ; Moon
shadow (5.9), a layback just 
right of Vertigo's Half-Moon 
Crack, climbed by Al Long, Al 
Rubin and Lindy Mcilwaine ; and 
Raisins in the Sun (5.8), on the 
slabs, climbed by Steve Schnei
der, Chris Rowins and Donna 
Coutu. Tuthill and Ellms also did 
a grade 4, 5.9 "reverse girdle", 
taking a low line across the cliff. 
One short route worth noting is 
Tuthill's Meatgrinder (grade 1, 
5.10), a climb that makes up for 
its lack of length with an excess 
of difficulty. Late in the season, 
Ell ms, Howard Peterson and Jeff 
Burns added Stairway to Heaven 
(5.10) to the slabs on Cannon. 
A couple of noteworthy aid 
eliminations were made. Chris 
Ellms and Doug White freed the 
Benedictus start to Labyrinth at 
5.1 o + , and Sam Striebert and 
Rubin made a free ascent of the 

DAUPHINE 

Pie Sans Norn: North Face 
During May 6-8, Jean Marc 
Boivin, Fram;:ois Di aferia and 
Gerard Vionet-Fuasset made the 
first ascent of the very difficult 
Central Couloir. They described 
the climb as a harder proposition 
than the North-East Couloir of 
the Dru and said that stonefall 
could render it very dangerous 
in the summer months. The route 
had previously been the subject 
of a practical joke in La Mon
tagne, when a bogus winter as
cent was recorded. 

MT. BLANC GROUP 

Mt. Blanc: Brenva Face 
Robert Chere made a rapid 
seven-hour traverse in mid
August. Starting from the Torino 
Hut, he reached Col Moore at 
10.30 a.m., the summit of Mt. 
Blanc (via the Sentinelle Rouge) 
at 3.30 p.m., and the Aig. du 
Midi at 4.45 p.m. 

Hanson-Echardt (5.10). 
The most important repeat ascent 
was the free version of the VMC. 
This was accomplished by two 
teams (John Bragg and Rains
ford Rouner, and Mark Hudon 
and Gene Vallee) on a single day 
in a very fast six hours. The route 
was repeated twice more, later 
in the season ; all the climbers 
involved commented favourably 
on the route's difficulty and 
quality. 
North- East Outcrops 
The past two seasons have seen 
climbers in all areas turning to 
newly discovered or previously 
neglected outcrops, having vir
tually exhausted the new route 
possibilities in the traditional 
areas. In southern New Hamp
shire, the military authorities have 
eased the access restrictions at 
Joe English Hill, so this rather 
old-fashioned crag is receiving a 
thorough modernization, the 
most interesting recent climb 
being the free ascent of the 
Outer Limits Roof (5.10) by 
Gene Vallee and Paul Boissa
nault. 
In central Massachusetts, the 
overhanging Rattlesnake Gutter 
has yielded several desperate 
free climbs to Bryan Delaney, 
Joe Lentini and Greg Burns. The 
nearby Rose Ledge has also be
come increasingly popular, offer
ing routes at all standards . Old 
favourite Crow Hill still manages 
to yield new routes to its devo
tees. In 1975, free ascents were 
made of Wild Turkey (5.10), by 
Webster, Delaney and Lentini, 
and Old Crow (5.11 ), by Web
ster. This past season, John 
Carville led a free ascent of a 
former A5, Bev's-Bewilderment. 
The climb, renamed After the 
Goldrush, went at a surprising 
5.9. On the south side, another 
short, hard route was added by 
Alain Comeau and John Rielly 
(Magic Fingers: 5.10). 
The most intensive activity, how-

Grand Pilier d'Angle 
We now have more information 
about the recent new routes re
ported in Mountain 49 and 52, 
and are also able to publish an 
up-to-date photodiagram. The 
new Czechoslovak Route (grade 
5 sup., A2) is understood to have 
a very fine section of climbing 
on the Red Pillar, which may 
eventually make it a more popu
lar finish to the Bonatti/ Gobbi 
Route, which lies below the 
pillar. Hexentrics played a major 
part in the Czech ascent, and 
only thirty pitons were placed . 
The rock on the pillar was said to 
be excellent. 
The Becker/Baumont Route on 
the North Face follows a more 
logical, if dangerous, line than 
was at first supposed. It goes 
directly up to the ice cliff, then 
moves right, crossing the 
Bonatti/Zapelli Route and 
following a rib to a junction with 
the Inoue / Matsumi Route. The 

ever, occurred in Connecticut. A 
group of very talented local 
climbers developed almost two 
hundred new climbs on a large 
selection of cliffs, some of them 
apparently previously untouch 
ed. East Peak now rivals Ragged 
Mountain as the most important 
outcrop in the region, having 
over seventy-five routes, many 
of them of great quality. Several 
old aid climbs have been freed, 
most notably Thor 's Hammer 
(5.9) by Mike Heintz, Tony 
Trocchi and Ken Nichols, and 
Doi Goldur (5.11) by Heintz and 
Trocchi . Among the new routes 
are Thunderbolt (5.10), by 
Nichols and Bruce Dicks, Rites 
of Spring (5.10), by Dicks and 
Greg Newth, and Point of No 
Return (5.10), by Nichols. Not 
all the new discoveries are hard : 
Jaws, a spectacular bottomless 
chimney, provides an enjoyable 
5.5, and other easy routes have 
been developed. The Grand out
crop, near Ragged, has also 
yielded a selection of shorter, 
but still worthwhile climbs in 
the easier grades, as well as a 
few desperates for the hard men. 
Notable climbs on other nearby 
outcrops include Pegasus (5.8), 
a classic corner at Cathole 
Mountain, by Casey Newman; 
Smokestack a 5.2 expedition 
into the depths of the Electric 
Rocks; twin roof climbs at 
Chauncey Peak- Stone Gallows 
(5.9) , by Smith and Newman, 
and Guillotine (5.9 + ), by 
Nichols and Dicks; and Crack 
and Treat (5.9), in the Lost 
Valley, by Nichols, Dicks and 
Kurt Schrieber. 
On Ragged, the most important 
events were Ken Nichols's free 
ascent of Cliffhanger (5.1 o + ) 
and Bruce Dick's lead of Vanish
ing Point (5.10), the latter climb 
following a previous incident in 
volving a bolt placed on rappel. 
Correspondents: Breedlove and 
Rubin 

climb took twenty-two hours, 
from hut to hut. 
Other summer ascents included 
repeats of the Cecchinel/ Nomine 
Route, by Mick Fowler and 
Howard Crumpton, and the Du
four/ Frehel Route, by Janez 
Azman and Cene Kramar, the 
Yugoslav candidates at E.N.S.A. 
The lnoue/ Matsumi Route also 
received an ascent (probably the 
second) from Yugoslavs Zvone 
Andrejcic and Janez Rebersak. 
The climb, which was made 
mainly at night during August 
7-8, took fifteen hours. 
Mt. Blanc du Tacul: South 
Face 
Rolando Albertini and Pino and 
Elisio Cheney made the first 
winter ascent of this face over 
two days in early March, via a 
combination of the 1904 ( Farrer) 
and the 1902 (Ferrari) routes. 
Grand Capucin: N.E. Ridge 
The first winter and second over
all ascent of this route was made 



Above: The complex network of routes on the Grand Pitier d'Angle 
with the new routes marked with broken lines. 1. The Polish Route 
(1969), 2. Bonatti/ Gobbi (1957), 3. The Czechoslovak Route 
(1976), 4 . Cecchinel/ Nomine (1971), 5. Bouchard (1975), 6. 
Dufour/Frehel (1973), 7. Becker/Baumont (1976), 8. Bonatti/Zapelli 
(1962), 9. lnoue/ Matsumi (1974). Photo: Vladimir Launer 

on December 27-31, 1975, by 
Giorgio Bertone, Lorenzino 
Gosson and Pietro Ferraris. A 
previous ascent (see Mountain 
44), by Galante and Pessa, was 
apparently not completed, the 
pair having been stopped at the 
second Bonatti bivouac. 
Mt. Blanc du Tacul: North
East Face 
Dominique Marchal made a 
3½-hour solo ascent of the Ger
vasutti Pillar in June. 
Also in June, ski descents were 
made of the Gervasutti Couloir 
(second) and the Jager Couloir 
(first), by Anselme Baud and 
Daniel Chauchefoin respec
tively. 
Aig. du Midi 
The Seigneur/Perrin Route on 
the North- West Face had its first 
winter ascent on February 27-29, 
1976, by J. Dumery and Yan nick 
Seigneur. The Frendo Spur had 
an ascent over two days in mid
January, 1976, by P. LeCotier 
and J. Pecho. 
Aig. du Plan: West Face 
Terry King and Gordon Smith 
made an early ascent of the new 
Gabarrou Route in July. The 
climb, which was completed in 
poor conditions, took ten hours. 
Aig. du Plan: North Face 
Jean Marc Boivin made a solo 
ascent of the Lagarde/Segogne 
Couloir over six hours on June 
11. As the seracs of the Blatiere 
hanging glacier looked too dan
gerous, Boivin approached the 
couloir by the old line attempted 
by Mummery in the last century. 

Aig. de la Republique: North 
Pillar 
Andy Parkin and Pete Brashaw 
made a new 2,000ft. route here 
on July 15-16. Starting across 
the glacier below the Charmoz 
North Face, they took a line just 
to the right of the obvious rock 
scar on the long ridge of the Re
publique. This gave sixteen hours 
of climbing on an excellent TD 
sup. route, characterized by en
joyable HVS jamming up cracks, 
corners and grooves, on superb 
rock. Grading the climb TD sup., 
Brashaw said it is harder than 
the Grand Capucin and contains 
the odd section of Mild Extreme. 
Pain de Sucre: East Face 
In June, Richard Baumont and 
Gilles Gaby made the first ascent 
of the steep and narrow 2,500ft. 
couloir between the East Spur 
and the Grand Gendarme d'En
vers du Plan. The route was re
peated shortly afterwards by 
Robert Flematty and Michel 
Parmentier. 
Col. du Requin: N.E. Face 
Baumont and Gaby also climbed 
the 1,700ft. couloir leading to 
the eastern notch of this col. The 
climb took eleven hours, and 
proved very hard. 
Petit Dru, West Face 
Our report, in Mountain 49, con
cerning thd Jager/Bruyere 
winter ascent of the American 
Direct (Robbins/Hemming) 
Route, was inaccurate. The clim
bers only reached the foot of the 
90m. diedre and were forced to 
retreat from there by the onset of 

bad weather. 
Two other French climbers, 
Tuccmardi and Schmutz, also 
climbed the route to this point in 
early March, just after the suc
cessful Czechoslovak ascent, 
but they too retreated. 
Grand Dru: South Face 
In mid-July, a new route 
(1,300ft., grade TD sup.) was 
made on the south-west flank 
of the South Pillar, by Denis 
Collangettes, J. Pierre Franchon 
and J. Muzard. The line joins the 
Bastien/Contamine Route at 
The Trident, about half-way up 
the South Pillar. 
Les Droites: North Face 
During January 18-20, 1976, 
Philippe Grezat and Claude 
Vigier made the first winter as
cent of the Direct (Deck/Jouty) 
Route on the North-East Spur. 
They had to contend with poor 
weather and bad snow condi
tions. A second American ascent 
of the Cornuau/Davaille Route 
was made in two days in late 
June, by Bryan Becker and Billy 
Westbay. 
Aig. de Leschaux: North
East Face 
Lecco Spiders Sergio Panzeri, 
Felice Anghileri and Perino 
Maccarinelli made the first winter 
ascent of the Cassin/Tizzoni 
Route, over three days in early 
March. 
Grandes Jorasses: North 
Face 
A climb briefly mentioned in our 
last issue, and previously un
reported except in the D.A. V. 
Yearbook, was an ascent by 
Helmut Kiene and Klaus Werner 
of the Croz Spur by a new direct 
variation. The climb was made 
in the summer of 1974 (not 1975, 
as stated in Mountain 52). The 
pair were apparently misled by 
an inaccurate diagram in Im Ex
tremen Fels , and thought they 
were following the Peters/ Meier 
Route. As a result, they climbed 
the whole of the central section 
of the Spur direct, instead of 
taking the old line where it veers 
away to the right. The King/ 
Smith second ascent of this 
route in 1976 apparently invol
ved a direct start as well, but in 
both these cases the finish was 
made up the final section of the 
old route. 
The couloir dividing Pointe 
Helene from Pointe Marguerite 
was climbed last summer by 
Yugoslavs Janez Gradisar and 
Igor Herzog. The pair encoun
tered very steep, technical ice 
and mixed climbing (grade 5, 
A2) and the 2,000ft. climb took 
thirty hours. There is some doubt 
about the relationship between 
this line and the 1975 Polish 
Route. but it appears that the 
Poles followed the buttress to 
the left of the Yugoslav Couloir. 
Aig. du Chardonnet: North 
Face 
Although not a true winter 
ascent, the Easter climb of the 
Aurielle/Feutren Route (North 
Couloir), by Lindsay Griffin and 
Stephen Venables, should be 

recorded. This is a very difficult 
technical ice climb, incorporating 
1,500ft. of steep water ice. 

PENNINE ALPS (VALAIS) 

L'Eveque: East Arete 
The first winter ascent of this 
route was made on January 12, 
1976, by Dominique Neuensch
wander. 
Mt. Collon 
Maurice Dandelot, Jacques 
Jenny and J. B. Fellay made the 
first ascent of the North- West 
Couloir on February 23, 1975. 
This is the prominent couloir on 
the right of the face, as seen 
from Arolla. The new Bouquetins 
bivouac hut has encouraged 
development of the hitherto un
fashionable South-East Face: 
two good rock climbs were dis
covered in 1975, and there is 
room for more. Jenny, Fellay and 
C. Pisteur climbed the South
East Spur (1,800ft., TD inf.) on 
July 13, and Marcelin Barthassat 
and Jean Louis Nicholas climbed 
the South-East Face (1,600ft., 
D sup.). Detailed topos of these 
routes can be found in the Dec
ember 1975 issue of Les Alpes. 
Bouquetins: West Face 
Local climber Robert Willi was 
killed in an abseil accident, after 
making a solo winter ascent of 
the West Face of the Central 
Summit. 
Dent Blanche 
The celebrated Viereselgrat 
(Ariite des Quatres Anes) re
ceived its first true winter ascent 
from Michel Siegenthaler and 
Robert Willi, on February 22 and 
23, 1976. Two previous ascents, 
made in April 1938, were re
garded as invalid as true winter 
ascents. 
Andres Georges made the first 
winter ascent of the difficult and 
remote North Ridge on March 19 
and 20. 
Zinalrothorn: S.W. Ridge 
Michel Scherbaum and Rene 
Arnold are believed to have made 
the first winter ascent of the 
RothorngratonJanuary 10, 1976. 
Matterhorn: North Face 
The Schmid Route was climbed 
on June 26 by Monika Adt and 
Kurt Ringhofer; this is the third 
time this face has been climbed 
by a woman. 
Allalinhorn: N.E. Face 
Hans Ji:irg Bumann and Guido 
Bumann made a new route direc
tly up the centre of this face on 
February 26, 1976. The whole 
face is barred by a menacing, 
hanging glacier wall at one
third height, and the passage of 
this section, with artificial climb
ing on screws, took four hours 
out of a total of eight spent on 
the climb. The route is approa
ched from the Britannia Hut. 
Fletschorn: North Face 
An even earlier first winter ascent 
of this face has now emerged, 
predating the one recorded in 
Mountain 49. Paul von Kane! 
and Hansji:irg Muller climbed 
the face in December 1971, and 
are believed to have followed 
the Vanis Route. 
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BERNESE OBERLAND 

Eiger: North Face 
Czechoslovak climbers have 
been particularly active on the 
Eigerwand this summer, putting 
up a new route and making the 
third ascent of the Harlin Route. 
The new route was added to the 
right side of the face by Jiri 
Schmid, Sylvia Kysilkova, J. 
Rybicka and P. Plachetsky. The 
climb follows the right side of 
the Rote Fluh, and continues up 
the steep pillar directly above. 
Fixed ropes were used on most 
of the route, which involved a 
lot of aid -climbing, including 
twenty-eight bolts. Schmid and 
Kysilkova first saw the line dur
ing their abortive winter attempt 
on the 1938 Route four years 
ago. 
The Harlin Route received its 
first summer {third overall) as
cent from Petr Bednarik, Pavel 
Cicvarek, Pavel Sevcik and 
Jindrick Sochor, between Aug 
ust 3 and 9. The stonefall en
countered was no more than 
average, although the route had 
been considered an almost sui
cidal summer proposition, most 
of it being directly below The 
Spider. The comparative lack of 
stonefall may have been due to 
the fact that the weather was 
generally overcast and cold dur
ing the ascent, with little sus
tained sunshine to loosen stones. 
Eiger: South Face 
Previously unreported from the 
1974 season was a new route 
on this face by Karl Moser and 
Walter Muller. The pair worked 
out a 2,300ft., grade 5 sup. 
route up the buttress to the left 
of the 1937 Eidenschink/ Moller 
Route. The climb, which was 
made on August 24, took ten 
hours to complete. 
Monch: North-West Face 
In September, Dougal Haston 
and Ole Eistrup climbed the 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Creag Dubh, Newtonmore 
Rusty Baillie and Martin Bur
rows Smith climbed the over
hanging crack line above 
Hungarian Hamstring by a very 
difficult route called Un Petit 
Mort. There have been other 
discoveries hereabouts, with 
tell-tale chalk marks indicating 
probes, but we have not yet 
received details. 
Glencoe 
Scansor, on Stab Caire nan 
Lochan, had a second ascent by 
Bob Burns and John Kingston, 
as well as ascents by two other 
teams, Burns compared the route 
in character and difficulty to 
Scorpio on Cloggy ; this makes 
it a rather harder proposition than 
Shrike, to which it was likened 
by its originators. 
Our report in Mountain 51 con 
tained a number of errors. The 
new route by Hee-Haw is called 
The Fly Man and is on the West, 
not the East Face of Aonach 
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2,000ft. ice couloir between the 
North -West Face and The 
Nol/en, producing a new TD 
route. 
Bruno Fuchs and Hans Peter 
Kohler have established what 
appears to be an excellent 
4,000ft. mixed cl imb on the West 
Face. This is the face between 
The Nol/en and Jungfraujoch, 
above the Guggi Glacier. The 
climb was made on June 6 and 7. 
The line, which lies rather to the 
right of the 1938 Route, gives 
65 ° ice pitches and sections of 
grade 5 on rock, together with a 
lot of tricky mixed ground. The 
climb finishes on the South-West 
Ridge. Photographs and a full 
route description can be found 
in Alpinismus (December 1976). 
Mittaghorn: North Face 
On July 7, Helmut Kiene made 
the long-awaited first ascent of 
the 2,000ft. North Face of the 
West Summit. 
Grosshorn: North Face 
The first winter ascent of the 
Feuz/ von Al/men Route was 
made over two days in early 
January, by Maurice Barrard, 
Georges Harbaud and Michael 
Pelle. 
The following day the face was 
climbed again by Andre Hermann 
and companion. They took a line 
a little to the left of the Feuz/ von 
Al/men Route. 
Lauterbrunnen Breithorn: 
North Face 
Helmut Kiene made a solo ascent 
of the Welzenbach Route on 
May 24. 
CENTRAL SWITZERLAND 
Tellistock: S.W. Face 
(Urner Alps) Helmut Kiene and 
Egon Pracht made a new route 
(grade 5 sup. and 6) on this fine 
1,600ft. rock face. The climb, 
which was made on May 19, 
takes the obvious buttress left of 
the central wall (see photo in Im 
Extremen Fels) . 

Dubh. The route, originally at
tempted on -sight by Ian Nicol
son, was eventually climbed by 
Todd and Colton after abseil 
inspection and cleaning . Grind
ley's ascent of The Clearances 
involved the use of a peg for 
garden ing on pitch 2. On 
Apocalypse, Todd's partner was 
Nick Donnelly, not, as stated, 
Willie McClure. 
WALES 
Anglesey 
On Craig Gogarth, Mick Fowler 
and John Stevenson made an 
interesting new girdle line 
across the main central area of 
the crag, starting right of Go 
garth, crossing Dinosaur and 
finishing up Citadel. The climb, 
Trunk Line (490ft., XS) , starts 
at Resolution, moves up to join 
and follow the second pitch of 
Gogarth, goes round to Rat 
Race, and then down and 
across to reach the main stance 
on Dinosaur. It then crosses to 
Mammoth, which it follows to 

DOLOMITES 

Lake Garda Area 
(Near the Brenta) Peter Scetinin 
and Georg Heider put up two 
1,600ft. rock routes (grade 5 sup. 
and 6) on the cliff overlooking 
the lake. 
II Dente (Zahnkoffel) 
(Sasso Lungo Group) In the first 
week of August, Reinhold 
Messner and Ditmar Oswald 
made the first ascent of the 
South -East Face (5 inf., with 
one pitch of 6). 
Marmolata di Rocca: South 
Face 
(Marmolata Group) The first 
winter ascent of the Gogna 
Route was made between Feb
ruary 18 and 21, 1975, by 
Benvenuto Caritti and Toni 
Rainers. 
Spiz d'Agner: North Face 
(Pala Group) The first winter 
ascent of the Castiglione/ 
Detassis Route was made be
tween January 20 and 24, 1976, 
by Giorgio Costa and Mauro 
Petronio. 
Cima della Busazza: West 
Face 
(Civetta Group) The first winter 
ascent of the Gilberti/ Casti
glione Route was made between 
December 29 and January 1, 
1976 by Sergio Martini, Framcp, 
Gadotti, Giovanni Costa and 
Marcello Rossi. 
Punta di Frida: S.E. Face 
(Tre Cime Group) Jugoslavian 
climbers Vinko Dezelak and 
Francek Knez established a new 
route (grade 5, A 1) between the 
Comici/Fabian/Pompei and 
Molin / Lancelotti Routes. 

EASTERN ALPS 

Ortler: S.W. Face 
(Ortler Group) A new route was 
made on the South- West Spur, 
on August 15 and 16, by Rein
hold Messner, Ditmar Oswald 
and Hermann Magerer. Magerer, 

the stance. From here, a left
slanting crack leads up to a 
junction with Citadel, which is 
followed to the top of the cliff. 
No aid was used, except for the 
one point on the crux of Citadel. 
SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND 
Cornwall 
There was a fatal accident at 
Bosigran in September. 
Somerset climber David Lang 
was attempting Boldfinger 
(HVS) , when he fell from the 
crux while retreating . He stripped 
the in-situ protection peg and 
landed on a ledge thirty feet be
low, falling backwards and, des
pite a helmet, sustaining fatal 
head injuries. Two points emerge 
from this tragedy: firstly, Bold
finger is a much more difficult 
and committing climb than the 
guidebook implies, and secondly, 
caution is advisable when relying 
on fixed protection pegs, parti
cularly if they are exposed to the 
corrosive effects of sea water, 
as this one was. 

a Munich TV producer, filmed 
the ascent for German Tele
vision . 
Konigspitze: North Face 
(Ortler Group) A new line has 
been added to this face, taking 
the steep mixed ground to the 
left of the classic Ertl/ Brehm 
Route. The route was climbed on 
June 18 by Willi Klimek and 
Thomas Gruhl. 
Lalidererwand: North Face 
(Karwendal Group) Joseph 
Rittler and Gunther Schweis
sheim established a new route 
(2,500ft., grade 6 inf., A 1) be
tween the Erdenkaufer/Sigl 
Route and the West Verschnei
dung (diedre) of the Dreizin
kenspitze. The route is named 
after the late Klaus Werner who 
worked out the first ten pitches. 
Fleischbank: East Face 
(Kaisergebirge) The first winter 
ascent of the new Schubert/ 
Pohlke Route was made on 
December 30, 1975, by Gunther 
Hiirler and Bernd Kuhlmann. 
Gross Glockner: South 
Ridge 
Sepp Schell and Hans Gratz 
made the first winter ascent of 
this 1,800ft., grade 6 sup. route, 
in 8½ hours on Dec. 30, 1975. 
Other Austrian Winter 
Ascents 
On December 23, 1975, the 
Gosau Kante (Dachstein) re 
ceived its first winter ascent 
from Hugo Stelzig and Klaus Hai. 
In February, George Frey and 
Hans Krafft made the first winter 
ascent of the North Face of 
Schonwandeck (Berchtes
gaden). And finally, on February 
28, 1976, the North Face of the 
Speckkarspitze (Karwendal) was 
climbed via the Bindel Route 
(first winter ascent), by Werner 
Haim and Franz Oppurg. 
Correspondents: Parkin, Sames, 
Savenc, Haston , Becker, King, 
Griffin and Contamine 

In Zawn Duel, near Bosigran, 
Amis Strapcans and Chris King 
made the second ascent of The 
Adversary, one of Pat Littlejohn's 
last major unrepeated routes in 
this area. The same pair also 
made the second ascent of the 
Littlejohn masterpiece, America, 
at Carn Gow/a, dispensing with 
the aid peg, with no change in 
grade. Finally, they found a new 
route on this formidable cliff: 
Broadside (200ft., MXS, 5a) 
takes a line based on a huge, 
shallow niche in the left/ centre 
of the Red Walls. 
Contrary to the report in Moun
tain 51, the third ascent of II 
Duce, at Tintagel, was almost 
certainly made by Mick Fowler 
and party, who climbed the 
route late in the spring ; the 
Cleasby team probably made 
the fourth ascent. 
Correspondents: Fyffe, Fowler 
and Strapcans 
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Loulou comes from hardy coun
try-stock, and her natural energy 
and tenacity have enabled her to 
maintain pressure at the crucial 
stages of a climb, though she has 
never been aggressively ambi
tious. Without being fiercely 
feminist, and although ap
parently preferring to climb with 
men, she has nevertheless taken 
part in many notable all-female 
ascents. Before the war, with 
Lulu Durand, she climbed the 
Requin, traversed the Grand 
Charmoz and climbed the South
West Face of the Dent du Geant, 
and, in 1969, during a meet in 
Zermatt, she and Yvette Vaucher 
slipped away to make the first 
female ascent of the Cassin 
Route on the Piz Badile. 

Inventor of Tents, Crosser 
of Passes 
Charles Meade (1881-1975) 
first visited the Alps in 1900, 
when he had the good fortune to 
come across that celebrated 
family of guides, the Blancs, 
from Bonneval. 'The old father, 
Blanc Greffier, was a remarkable 
man in his sixties,' he recalled 

After the ascent of the Croz Spur - Rudi Peters, Martin Meier, Lou/au Bou/az and Raymond Lambert afterwards, 'hard, tough, a great 

Lady of the Grandes North Face of the Jorasses was ment, she failed to acclimatize character, known to all French-
Jorasses one of the most sought-after satisfactorily on the mountain men and a great many English-
Loulou Boulaz is a tiny ex-ski- prizes in the Alps, with many and eventually had to withdraw men as well. His sons, August, 
champion, now living in Geneva. famous climbers competing to and retreat to Namche Bazaar. Pierre and Justin, were climbers 
Her remarkable climbing career make the first ascent. Loulou In 1962, at nearly fifty years of as well, but it was Pierre, who 
has spanned forty years. She be- Boulaz and Lambert first attemp- age, Loulou was back on the was of my own age, with whom 
gan climbing in the nineteen- ted the route in 1934, but by the Eiger, this time with Yvette and I continued to climb all my life, 
thirties and, in 1937, was party to following year climbers like Michel Vaucher and Michel off and on.' 
one of the earliest attempts on Steinauer, Schmid, Peters, Meier, Darbelley. They had reached the The relationship between Meade 
the Eigerwand. Climbing mainly Frendo, Roch, Greloz, Gerva- Ramp (third bivouac), before and Pierre Blanc could hardly be 
with guides Pierre Bonnant or sutti and Chabod were all in the bad weather forced a retreat. considered a standard client-
Raymond Lambert, she made the field hoping to grab the prize. Meade and Pierre Blanc (back row) _ real climbing partners 
first ascent ofthe North Face of With Peters and Meier already 
the Zinal Rothorn, as well as on the route, Loulou, Lambert, 
second ascents of the North Face Gervasutti and Cha bod went out 
of the Petit Dru and the Croz on to the wall. At a crucial stage 
Spur on the Grandes Jorasses. of the climb, with bad weather 
On the latter route, Loulou took advancing, the climbers com-
part in one of the great chapters bined into one rope and together 
of Alpine history. In 1935, the fought their way to the top, in a 
Boulaz _ energy and tenacity bitter, storm-lashed struggle to 

make the second ascent. All this 
is described in a gripping chap
ter in Gervasutti's Climbs. 
Loulou also made early ascents 
of The Pear, the North Face of 
the Aiguille Verte, the Furggen 
Ridge and the Walker Spur. 
Three bivouacs were needed on 
the Walker Spur, and Loulou 
ended up by being badly frost
bitten. She lost several toes, a 
misfortune which in no way 
diminished her rock-climbing 
skills, but did make walking 
difficult. In 1959, Loulou was a 
member of Claude Kogan's ill
fated Cho Oyu expedition, but 
the march-in left her so exhaus
ted that, to her bitter disappoint-

19 



guide relationship: they were 
friends and climbing partners in 
the modern sense and went to
gether three times to the Garhwal 
to explore the approaches to 
Ka met. In 1910, with another 
guide, Brocherel, they pro
spected the west side of the 
mountain and, in bad weather, 
reached the 19,300ft. Khaiam 
Pass. In 1912, with Justin Blanc, 
Lochmatter and Perrin, they ex
plored the Bhagat Kharak Glacier 
and subsequently crossed a 
number of high passes. Meade 
said afterwards: "The making of 
passes is certainly the most en
joyable part of Himalayan moun
taineering, being quite unlike the 
desperate death-struggle in
volved in assaults on major 
peaks. To climb a big Himalayan 
mountain, you must expect more 
pain than pleasure." Neverthe
less, in 1914, Meade and Blanc 
went back to Kamet, intent on 
exploring the East Ka met Glacier, 
which Longstaff had dismissed 

as being too dangerous to climb. 
They succeeded in negotiating 
the glacier and reached the 
broad col at 23,500ft., now 
known as Meade's Col. They 
camped just below the col, at 
23,420ft. - at that time the 
highest that man had ever 
camped. Although they were un
able to climb higher that year, 
they had discovered the most 
practicable route up Kamet, and 
it was from a camp on Meade's 
Col that the summit was even
tually reached in 1 920. 
Meade was a member of the first 
Mount Everest Committee and, 
with Farrar, handled the supplies 
and equipment for the early 
assaults on the mountain. He 
also gave his name to a highly 
successful design of light-weight 
tent, which has been in use for 
over fifty years. 

Backward Glance 
Kenneth Mason, who died 
recently (see Obituaries), was 

General Bruce - adored by the sherpas, a big, big man ... his laugh 
was a tonic throughout the Himalayas. 

one of the founding fathers of 
the Himalayan Club. A visit to 
him in retirement a few years 
ago found him cheerful and full 
of anecdotal memories of a 
lifetime's association with 
climbers, many of whom have 
since passed into legend. 
Godwin-Austen he knew as an 
old man of 90, and Younghus
band: "Now he was a mystic -
he thought you could pray 
your way up a mountain." And 
then there was Mallory: "Dear 
Mallory, he was a charmer all 
right! He didn't want to go on 
that last expedition, you know; 
he had a sort of premonition. It's 
always said that Irvine must 
have fallen, but no-one knows 
whose ice axe was found up 
there." 
The finest bit of mountaineering 
ever done, to Mason's mind, 
was Norton's and Somervell's 
attempt on Everest in 1924. 
They reached over 28,000ft., 
"in army boots, puttees and 
Norfolk jackets. None of your 
modern aids!" Of Bruce, he 
had this to say: "Now he was 
a big, big man. His laugh was 
a tonic throughout the Hima
layas, and he was an enormous 
eater. He was adored by his 
Ghurkas and Sherpas. He 
didn't believe in mountain 
sickness. He always said it 
could all be put down to too 
much tinned salmon the night 
before." As for Longstaff: "He 
was small, not up to my shoul
der, but very tough and a pro
ficient surveyor. On Trisul, he 
climbed 6,000ft. in 3 hours, but 
of course he had been up to 
20,000ft. not long before, so 
his red corpuscles were already 
built up. Acclimatization was 
already recognised as important 
in the early part of the century, 
in fact it was talked about after 
the Conway expedition of 1892. 
In the Pamirs in 1913, Hingston, 
our doctor, took continual 
blood samples to count red 
corpuscles." 
Referring to the first ascent of 
Kamet, in 1931, Mason recalled 
that Smythe's cameraman 
didn't reach the summit, so that 
that part of the film had to be 
staged in the studio afterwards: 
"Smythe was struggling up a 

step-ladder that had been 
covered in an old sheet. The 
poor chap had to do it so many 
times, it was more exhausting 
than the real summit! After 
that, it was laid down that 
studio work was not permis
sible in climbing films." 
After the German Nanga Parbat 
tragedy, in 1937, Mason was 
asked by Bauer to arrange a 
military plane to fly a relief team 
into Gilgit. He did so and re
mained on friendly terms with 
the German Nanga Parbat 
veterans all his life. Aufschnaiter 
was actually staying with 
Mason in Oxford, when the 

Kenneth Mason - distinguished 
Himalayan explorer 

news about Munich came over 
the wireless. He became very 
agitated and said he should get 
back: his country needed him. 
Mason's response was: "Well, 
if it's war, I'll have you stopped 
at the station, so you might as 
well stay." In fact, when war 
did break out, Aufschnaiter, 
who had been on a Nanga 
Parbat expedition, was interned 
in Dehra Dun. It was from 
there that he and Harrer made 
the epic escape to Tibet, re
called in Harrer's book Seven 
Years in Tibet. 
Mason didn't have much sym
pathy for modern climbing 
techniques and big-wall climb
ing: "A lot is being done today, 
but you are killing a lot of 
chaps. We didn't consider an 
expedition successful unless we 
all got home afterwards, al
though we didn't mind the odd 
bit of finger or toe left on the 
mountain: that was OK." A 
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IF BY CHANCE you had been looking for 
Anderl Heckmair on the afternoon of 
July 1, 1931, you could not have done 
better than to be somewhere on the great 
sweep of glacier that flows down from the 
North Wall of the Grandes Jorasses. At 
that time the face was unclimbed, but 
Heckmair and his companion, Gustav 
Kroner, were intent on changing all that. 
They made their bid in the Central Couloir, 
but turned back after 300ft., so you should 
have caught them. 

Their friends, Hans Brehm and Leo 
Rittler, were less fortunate. They adopted 
much the same approach to the problems 
presented by the wall, except that they 
started on the right-hand side of the initial 
ice-slope, under the Pointe Whymper. They 
were wiped out. Their bodies were found 
shortly afterwards by Heckmair and 
Kroner, who had returned for another 
attempt - which they promptly abandoned, 
along with their general designs on the 
couloir. 

The same year also saw Franz and Toni 
Schmid on the scene, fresh from their 
Matterhorn climb. The phenomenal Willa 
Welzenbach, and his equally talented part
ner, Ludwig Steinauer, put in an appearance 
as well. To men of this calibre, the initial 

by Alex Macl~tyre 
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ice-slope must have seemed a tempting way 
on to the face, whilst the easily visible 
ribbons of ice above must have tickled the 
imagination with hopes of success. All 
were very experienced ice climbers. Welzen
bach's remarkable achievements in the 
Oberland and elsewhere are well documen
ted, and the Heckmair/Kroner finish to his 
route on the Charmoz North Face has 
impressed at least three modern ice 
climbers I know. 

However, none of these attempts met 
with much success. The spurs on either side 
of the Central Couloir were eventually 
climbed, but the couloir itself came to be 
regarded as a death-trap. In view of the 
time-consuming nature of ice climbing at 
that time, a successful outcome would have 
been a tenuous affair in all but the most 
favourable conditions. 

A dramatic indication of what one might 
experience on this part of the face came 
during the first ascent of the Pointe 
Whymper by Walter Bonatti and Michael 
Vaucher, in July, 1964. Initially, the pair 
followed the line taken by Brehm and 
Rittler, but then they moved up on to the 
rocks of the Pointe Whymper, where they 
made their first bivouac. During the night 
they were bombarded by stonefall, which 

cut their ropes. Nevertheless they continued 
the following day and eventually found an 
old piton which probably marked the line 
of the 1931 attempt. That evening they 
bivouacked again, under the shelter of an 
enormous bulge. It was just as well, because 
during the night there was an enormous 
rock avalanche. 

"I woke with a jump: the rock was 
shuddering as though in an earthquake. 
I had a terrifying sensation of falling ... 
no, it was the mountain collapsing 
around us. As I stared up through the 
blackness I saw the slope beginning to 
give off fire as though a volcanic 
eruption were taking place. The air was 
full of a deafening, terrifying, continu
ous roar. In a moment the fire was 
pouring towards us, was upon us, in
credibly passing over us. By its light I 
saw dark blocks the size of railway 
carriages thudding into the face. Each 
blow struck another fountain of sparks, 
while all around everything was pulveri
zed and disintegrated. I heard myself 
yelling as I flattened myself against the 
rock, trying to retract my head into my 
shoulders, to disappear completely; 
then I stopped thinking at all and 
simply waited. A blast of air squeezed 
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Above: Gordon Smith resting at an in-situ peg, 
which he was lucky to find just after being hit by 
the first fusillade of stones. The rocks of the 
Walker Spur can be seen clearly in the back
ground. 
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me against the wall, taking my breath 
away. 
The rumbling became less intense, the 
showers of boulders and sparks con
tinued on their way towards the glacier. 
I was completely buried in stone and 
ice rubble, a freezing shower which was 
almost pleasant as being a sign that I 
was still alive. But what had become of 
Vaucher? Before the thought was com
plete I was calling out his name just as 
his voice rose up from below calling 
mine. The mountainside was now still 
again as though nothing had happened, 
but I was seized with uncontrollable fits 
of trembling that only gradually faded 
out into sleep. 
As daylight came, the mountainside re-

vealed itself transformed, almost planed. 
Projections and ledges had been shoved 
off by the thousands of tons of falling 
rock that we could now see spread out 
below us on the glacier, which was 
blackened and ironed flat for hundreds 
of metres. The first three huge crevasses 
and seracs had entirely disappeared". 

Such incidents did little to attract 
climbers to this part of the world. 

It was equipment development and the 
growth of winter alpinism that put the 
Central Couloir back on the map. 1972 was 
a bumper year. First on the scene were 
British climbers Chris Bonington and 
Dougal Haston, supported by Mick Burke 
and Bev Clark. They chose a line of ice
fields and narrow gullies running up the 
north-west flank of the Walker Spur. 

" ... By dawn our sleeping bags were 
damp, and there was no sign of a let up 
in the weather. After twelve days of 
effort on the face we were near the end 
of our drive. We had only 800ft. to go -

probably two days' work in good con
ditions - but we were in no condition to 
sit out a storm. It was impossible to dig 
out a good ledge in hard ice, and the 
whole face seemed a raging torrent of 
spindrift". 

Meanwhile a Japanese team, led by 
Yashuou Kato, had arrived with the inten
tion of making a new route directly up the 
Pointe Whymper. This proved too difficult, 
however, so the group turned their atten
tion to the main Central Couloir and, after 
thirty-seven days of effort, succeeded in 
forcing an exit at the col between Pointe 
Walker and Pointe Whymper. The follow
ing year, a French party consisting of 
Yannick Seigneur, Louis Audoubert, Marc 
Galy and Michel Feuillerade made the first 
ascent of the direct route up the Pointe 
Whymper. Having prepared the route in 
advance, they made their final push in mid
January, taking sixteen days to complete 
the climb. They made use of a helicopter 
in stocking up with supplies, and in getting 
off the summit. 

Thus the only line that remained was the 
one that had been attempted by Bonington 
and Haston. It had been described as a line 
too cold for ethics. But it was a good line, 
one to be followed rather than constructed, 
taking the easier way rather than avoiding 
it; a classical sort of line, but in the modern 
idiom. And, above all, it was a line without 
end, a plum line. 

Which is why, one night when 1976 was 
slipping into July, Gordon Smith and I were 
sniffing around in the moat beneath the 
schrund-system that fronts this line. Haston 
had found a way on screws on the over
hangs above, but it was now French 
summer time and we were more interested 
in beginning this affair with some momen
tum, rather than in indulging in a vertical 
take-off. That meant a low-level girdle: 
a cluttered, magical mystery tour, up hill 
and down dale, inspecting the winter 
debris ("Is this a foot I see before me?" ... 
You can tell he studied classics!). Fishing 
for Jason the Argonaut down a mean 
little water-hole, stepping daintily over the 
bottomless blue monsters, but boldly over 
the tottering white towers, all the while 
craning our necks, searching for the all
elusive easy way, for a button, a rune (so 
to speak) that would lower the magic 
bridge from the slopes above. But the 
slopes lowered an avalanche instead, so we 
scampered back to our happy home, 
creperie extraordinaire, Frenchman fan
tastic. 

Next evening, wined and dined once 
again on those amazing rum omelets, we 
meandered off, budding Captain Cooks on 
a rolling white sea, away to stake our 
claim for England's Glory, for Queen, 
country and the S.N.P. Astonishingly, we 
had a plan. We would begin just before 
nightfall, and we would pincer, fooling 
this nasty bergschrund with an outflanking 
manoeuvre over near the Croz; and, 



through this subtlety, this monstrous right 
hook, we would arrive miraculously, a la 
Brehm and Rittler, and move up and 
under, yet essentially across, sneaking past 
the mouth of the Japanese Couloir to the 
base of the insidious little gullet which is 
the key to this issue. 

So we ambled up the ice-slope to the 
right of the broken rock buttress that runs 
up into the Whymper, just beside a stone
chute that hails from behind the first tower 
on the Croz. 

All's quiet ... when to go? 
"Now's as good a time as any, lads" 
But now was not as good a time as any. 

They did not seem to be in any great hurry 
at first, lingering on ledges to pick up 
friends, laughing and chattering, making 
merry little leaps, having a sort of jovial 
frolic, and all in slow motion. We slammed 
the gear in, hung on tight and waited. Then 
came general commotion: a din, whines and 
whirrs, a thud, a cry, and there he was 
hanging slumped over his terror, L.B.W.'d 

on the knee-cap by a fair sized brick ("I 
think I've broken my leg!"). Then con
valescing, clipped to a convenient peg in a 
handy rock island, while I hid elsewhere 
and mourned the impending loss of that 
ice-screw I had so foolishly lent him. 

Nothing else came down and, when the 
appendage was sufficiently numb, we three
legged it along and carried on, in a curious 
canter up and across, but essentially under 
and close. Bonatti has been up there. You 
can tell: 

"The spell this route cast over me 
stemmed from the fact that it had all 
the qualities that lend fascination to a 
route. The difficulties and dangers were 
very great, yet of a traditional kind, 
proper to the character and atmosphere 
of the north face in general . . . This 
time it yielded to my insistence, allow
ing me to make my way up its treacher
ous armour of steep, brittle ice, though 
truly I was like the prey in the jaws of 
a monster". 

Left: Smith moving out into the line of/ire below 
the Central Cou/oir. The gully that was the objec
tive is seen as a thin ribbon of ice just to the left 
of the couloir, high above. Right: Near the high
point of the first attempt-" ... a curious canter, 
up and across". 

We felt a little like that, too. Mind you, 
the stones were not as big as railway 
carriages. About the size of an average 
dustbin, I'd say, but it was a veritable 
avalanche of rubbish that bounced and 
leaped, ricocheted and crashed, and all so 
close, oh so close. How close? Nine inches 
in 3,000ft. close. Thoughts of Brehm and 
Rittler. We snuggled in below those walls 
but Gordon took a little one on the other 
leg. (By little I mean only that it didn't 
actually take his leg off - more damaging 
to a Scot than losing his head!) We limped 
to a halt. 

In the meantime, the weather had deter
iorated alarmingly. Despite the twilight, 
the temperature was going through the roof. 
An enormous block, a veritable Pullman 
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Above: The North Face of the Grandes Jorasses 
with the new routes marked with broken lines. 
I. The MacIntyre/Todd/Rhodes Route. 2. The 
MacIntyre/Colton Route. 2a. The abortive line 
of the first attempt by MacIntyre and Smith. 
This was also the probable line that Brehm and 
Ritt/er tried before their accident in 1931. Photo 
(specially ghosted): Leo Dickinson. 

special, screamed out of the Japanese Gully 
and raked the flanks of the Walker. The 
effect of the rum omelets was beginning 
to wear off. It began to hail. 

So we aborted the mission and reversed 
the basic rhythm, diving down and sub
merging, scuttling from one imaginary 
hiding hole to another, until at last we 
reached the shattered pillar. But here we 
had to push the boat out and run the 
gauntlet, rappelling, tumbling down in the 
dark, the slopes on either side awash with 
white slurry. Finally we hung in harnesses 
suspended above the moat, with me craftily 
arranged so as to hang under Gordon, just 
in case. Then, with an ear-splitting bang, 
night turned to day, and the whole spur 
was raked, strafed and peppered from end 
to end - flashing, sparking, reeking of the 
devil, granite on granite at terminal 
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velocity. 
Unbelievingly, we slid into the moat and 

away, heat-seeking bloodhounds, craving 
blankets and brews, heading back to our 
genial Frenchman who honestly believes 
that 'they' let us out of the loony bin each 
summer just to come and see him. And, 
when the storm had passed, and the day 
stayed that way, there was more rum 
crepe; then it was back to Chamonix, 
haunted by every passing Aschenbrenner 
or lobster-clawed Grivel. 

Three weeks of bad weather passed, and 
ideas changed. Terry King turned up, and 
Gordon came back from Leysin. They 
directed their considerable charms to
wards the Croz Direct. I wanted to do the 
Dru Couloir and teamed up with Nick 
Colton, an 'aristocrat' from Longsight and 
one of the scruffiest people on God's earth. 
Once, having just had a vision in which he 
had cleaned the Fissure Nomine, he threw 
away all our hardware except for an ice
screw and a couple of bugaboos (ever lost 
eighteen krabs and twelve pegs at one go?). 
That night, two 'enlightened' persons 
perched themselves on top of the Petit Dru, 
to freeze in the teeth of a north-easterly 

and study a starlit and by then plastered 
Jorasses North Wall. Visions of Arma
geddon faded, and around midnight we 
cracked. We decided to go back for another 
try. 

Which indeed we did, though we nearly 
didn't because I left my head-torch behind 
and so dedicate this affair to the congenial 
Froggy who lent me his, and to the half
roll of sellotape with which I repaired it. 
10.30 p.m. on August 6, 1976, found two 
little lads at the foot of the Walker Spur. 
This time we had decided to beat the 
'schrund with a short left cross. Water was 
still running, but the face was quiet and 
the night clear. To start the spur, we took 
the left-hand rock alternative (the initial 
ice-slope did not exist) and followed this 
as far as the main ice-slope that cuts into 
the buttress on the right. Then it was 
softly, softly rightwards, to slip between 
the upper 'schrund and the rocks above, 
out on to the ice-field for a tense tip-toe 
affair, like ants going the wrong way up a 
bowling alley, with not a sound uttered 
lest we bring the house down. We hung left 
to avoid being anywhere below the mouth 
of the Japanese Gully - vulnerable, so 

vulnerable. A roar: hearts in boots, we 
froze in fear, but it was only a plane pass
ing low from the south. 

2.30 a.m: we hung back on our ice 
screws, sorting the gear, roping up, peering 
and wondering, because it looked steep up 
there. At least, it looked steep as far as we 
could see, which was as far as you can 
throw a head-torch. There was no moon 
and it was dark in the couloir. 

There followed five pitches in a grand 
Scottish illusion: steep, bulging, demand
ing, all engrossing, totally rewarding. Up 
through a spindrift flow, in the teeth of a 
biting wind. Belays for sitting, but not for 
falling. Few runners - no time - fantastic 
stuff. We emerged with the daylight on to 
the ice-field separating the two rock-bands. 
Around us, ropes darted in and out of the 
ice like frozen umbilical cords. I counted 
footage, but thought in cash. We rescued a 
couple of shiny krabs and took a hefty 
swing at a little blue sack, but its coffin was 
hard and rubbery and it would have taken 
an hour to release, so we left it with parting 
tears. It was no place to linger: a sensa
tional, exposed, vulnerable, 50° platform 
in a vertical sea, a mean place to quit in 

trouble. 
Above, fixed ropes ran up a broad 

shallow gully of compact looking rock, but 
we were hungry for ice and, a little to the 
left, there seemed to be a connection with 
the runnel above. It looked a little like The 
Curtain on Ben Nevis, but the first 50ft. 
or so turned out to be unconsolidated 
powder, so we took to the steep and decep
tive pile of rubble on the right. It was loose, 
a fact to which Nick swore blind as he 
sailed past for a sixty-footer on to a hapless 
second. 

"Just hold tight and I'll monkey up the 
rope". 

He did, and reached the top of the pitch 
for a belay. There followed a full and inter
esting run-out, on the border between ice 
and rock, and finally we were through the 
second barrier, with 1,000ft. of sensational 
climbing behind us. Then it was away up 
the cold, blue runnel that broadens out into 
the second ice-field. We front-pointed. 
Audoubert understands: 

"Now begins that very special ice 
dance, a rhythmic ballet in four move
ments, a mixture of barbaric and primi
tive gestures and classical movement. 

Above: Photos taken during the 1972 Haston/ 
Boning/on al/empt, showing the nature of the 
initial section of the gully. MacIntyre and Colton 
climbed this in the dark, and the title picture 
(page 21) shows Colton emerging onto the central 
icefield, above the gully, at daybreak. Photos: 
Chris Bonington. 

The character before his mirror of ice 
makes precise steps with his front 
points, like a lead dancer rehearsing. 
In this special ballet pirouettes are for
bidden. The emphasis on the curve of 
his calves and the strength of his ankles 
equals the fierce, attacking look on his 
face. The best dancer, like the best 
toreador, strikes only once". 

It was a long haul. Away to our right we 
could pick out more ropes, relics of the 
mammoth Japanese siege. Somewhere 
round here Lachenal and Terray passed by, 
but I think it must have been in pretty bad 
visibility. We heard voices but saw no one. 
The ice was hard and, after three years' 
wear, my poor Chouinards (God bless 
him!) let my toes know there was no more 
curve left. What had appeared to be three 
pitches up the ice extended to five, and we 
regained the rocks with creaking calves. 
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Alex MacIntyre (accompanied by Tim Rhodes and Willie Todd) 
was also involved in another new route on the Grandes Jorasses in 
1976. This was a line to the left of The Shroud, and this series of 
photographs shows the nature of the climbing (TD), and particularly 
how the retaining wall of The Shroud protects the route from stone
fall and avalanche danger. These, and all other uncredited photos: 
Alex MacIntyre . 
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The final head-wall is about 800ft. In it, 
a well-defined gully system curls up and 
left in behind the Red Tower, to join the 
Walker Spur about two pitches below the 
summit. For about 400ft. it is backed by a 
thin ice weep. But this wouldn't take the 
gear, so we kept to the right wall. It was 
mean stuff: deceptive, awkward, and inevi
tably loose. And this was no time for mis
takes, for we were tired now. It seemed a 
long way from that 9.0 a.m. rise the day 
before. In the northerly wind, the rock was 
bitterly cold. Above, sunlit walls beckoned, 
but progress was slow and any thoughts 
we had dared to entertain of reaching the 
heat receded to the summit. Incredibly, we 
had seen no stones all day, but Nick made 
up for that by burrowing away through the 
rocks above. In places the second is nastily 
exposed. I took a slate on the leg, with 
much wailing and gnashing of teeth. Nick 
solved the problems of getting back into 
the gully bed by falling off ... 

"What's happening?" 
"Nowt - just fallen off" 
... and finally we arrived at the summit 

of a dream, a couple of pitches down and 
desperate for a brew. 

We charged on up but then there were 
these two little ledges just asking to be sat 
upon, so much more comfortable than the 
cold wet snow on the other side and so 
much more convenient. So we sat down, 
just five minutes short, to dine on cheese 
and ham butties, with coffee by the gallon. 
Rare moments: we were asleep before the 
night came. 

Next morning we woke late. The weather 
had closed in and it was doubly bitter. The 
stove worked, but the theory didn't. 
Twenty minutes could only provide water 
on the rocks. We dozed over this cold 
brew until shouts from below drew us out 
of our lethargy. Two Japs appeared, fresh 
as daisies, despite their fourth bivi. They 
were the first party up the Walker for 
weeks. We chewed hurriedly at laces and 
gloves and raced them to the summit. They 
had come thousands of miles to climb this 
hill. It was like Christmas on top of the 
Walker. 

Oh yes, I nearly forgot: 
"And they all lived happily ever after". 

SUMMARY 
Grandes Jorasses, North Face. An account of 
the first ascent of a new gully line between the 
Walker Spur and the Central Couloir, by Alex 
MacIntyre and Nick Colton. Aug. 6-7 1976. A 
previous attempt on July 1, by MacIntyre and 
Gordon Smith, was abandoned because of 
serious stonefall danger. The article also in
cludes a portfolio of photos of the earlier route 
by MacIntyre, Willie Todd and Tim Rhodes on 
the same face . 

• SPECIAL CENTRESPREAD (overleaf) 
The South-West Face of Nevada Alpamayo 
(19,600ft) in Peru's Cordillera Blanca. Photo: 
Don Morton 
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Mountain Interview 

SERGEI BERSHOV 

Our special correspondent, Chris Jones, re
cently visited Russia as part of an invited 
American group, and climbed in the Caucasus 
and the Tien Shan. During his stay, Jones 
was able to interview (on our behalf) the 
leading Russian climber, Sergei Bershov, and 
conduct a brief fact-finding discussion about 
the various forms of competitive climbing 
practised in the Soviet Union and now being 
urged on the rest of the climbing world. 
Jones reports: 
CLIMBERS LIKE TO get worked up 
about things; to argue the merits of this or 
that technique, climber or area. Over the 
years we have poured out thousands of 
words on such innovations as crampons, 
guideless climbing, pitons, oxygen, ethics, 
chalk and whatever else has taken our 
fancy. Today, many in the west are getting 
hot and bothered by the Soviet Union's 
advocacy of climbing competitions. The 
Soviets are proselytizing this type of 
climbing, and want it recognised by the 
Union Internationale des Associations d'Al
pinisme (U.I.A.A.). It was apparently all 

Mountain: When and how did you begin 
climbing? 

Bershov: When I was eighteen I worked at 
a manufacturing plant, and there was a 
small circle of climbers in the plant. They 
used to train on some building ruins in the 
town. After that we went to a nearby quarry, 
and pretty soon I was involved in the 
championships; first of Karkov, where I 
live, and then of the whole region. Later in 
my first year I went to the Crimea for my 
first real routes, and in the autumn I went 
to a climbing camp to learn mountaineer
ing. Of course, I already knew the basics, 
but like everyone else I started in the 
beginners' class. This was all in my first 
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right as long as they kept the idea to them
selves, but now they are pressing it on the 
west, and the temperature is rising. After 
observing the Soviet championships in the 
Crimea, Austrian Alpine Club representa
tive Luis Lechner reportedly said: "Our 
people don't want this sort of sport." The 
British Mountaineering Council has said it 
will withdraw from the U.I.A.A. if that 
body recognizes the sport, and the American 
Alpine Club Board recently passed the fol
lowing motion: "While we respect the 
rights of climbers to pursue competitions 
within their own nations, we do not believe 
that the VJ.A.A. should develop or support 
international speed-climbing or any other 
form of mountaineering competition." 
American participants in the 1973 compe
tition, however, concluded that the whole 
thing was "very successful", and their fears 
that the competition would be petty and 
cut-throat "were entirely dispelled''. 

This past summer I was a member of a 
party of six Americans who climbed with 
some of the Soviet Union's finest climbers. 

year, 1965, and I continued to go to the 
camps for the next four years, progressing 
through the grades. One year we had 
terrible weather, and I only managed one 
route: if this happens you fail to complete 
the required number of ascents, and the 
following year you have to go through the 
same class once more, so in effect you lose 
a year. 

Would you just run through the system of 
progression you have in the U.S.S.R. ? 

We have five categories of climbers: levels 
3, 2, 1, candidates for Master of Sport, and 
finally Master of Sport. 

Yes, but how might a climber get to be, say, 

We were with the Soviet team for six weeks, 
and got to know and appreciate them as 
few westerners before us. We always clim
bed as an international rope, getting to 
know their strengths and weaknesses. I was 
anxious to talk to them about their attitudes 
and ambitions, and to none more than 
Sergei Bershov. At twenty-nine, Bershov is 
one of their most respected climbers, being 
both a superb rock technician and an out
standing alpinist. One afternoon, at Camp 
Uzonkol in the Caucasus, we managed a 
spirited session, with the aid of our inter
preter, Vitali. When I remarked I wanted to 
interview him for Mountain, Bershov be
came agitated and insisted that the maga
zine would never print his views on speed
climbing. The British, he said, had refused 
to send participants to the championships 
in the Crimea, and they were the ringleaders 
of those nations trying to block ratification 
of speed-climbing as an international sport. 
Well, I replied, they are supposed to have 
an open mind and a free press. Sure, he 
interjected, let's see if they are open-minded. 

a candidate for Master of Sport? 

Typically, you would have to attend five 
twenty-day training programmes before 
you reached the first degree, or even the 
second degree. After the first degree it takes 
much experience to reach Master of Sport. 
In fact, today, you have to win a champion
ship medal to become a Master of Sport. 
Previously you had to make a certain 
number of grade Vb and VI climbs, but 
now these are done so frequently that you 
have to win a championship medal. 

O.K., so you were progressing through this 
system, and at the same time doing well in 
the rock-climbing championships? 



Yes, speed-climbing and alpinism go to
gether: the more you do, the better. I train 
in winter and early spring. First in the gym
nasium, on the horizontal bars, then on 
artificial climbing walls. I run a lot, and 
climb trees and buildings. There are no real 
rocks near Karkov, but we aren't too far 
from the Crimea and, as the competition 
nears, we get over there at weekends. We 
get there maybe four or five times before 
the month we spend in residence prior to 
the competition. By the time we get to the 
Crimea for the championship, I am climb
ing about 1,000m. of difficult rock a day. 

What type of climbing do you prefer? 

Well, obviously, I like speed-climbing, but 
I am also very keen on mountain climbing. 
I really prefer rock to snow and ice; for 
example, the Bezingi area in the Caucasus, 
Dombay in the Central Caucasus, and the 
South-West Pamirs. 

Would you go over the various styles of 
competition? 

The most commonly known style is where 
two people are on parallel routes, climbing 
side by side. On top ropes, they each climb 
their route, rappel down, then climb the 
second route. All the time they are watched 
for points of style, whether they stray off 
the route and so forth. In fact these points 
count more than speed; you must make a 
faultless climb to have a chance, however 
fast you do the route. The second style is 
individual climbing, again on a top rope. 
Here the route is typically 100m. high, 
rather longer than in the parallel style. But 
in neither case are competitors permitted to 
practise on the climb beforehand; it is all 
done 'unseen'. The last style is climbing in 
pairs, which most resembles normal rock
climbing. Here the pair are allowed thirty 
minutes to look at an unknown cliff and 
select a route up it. They have to mark their 
intended route on a photograph. For the 
climb itself they belay each other, placing 
protection, using aid if needed. If they 
deviate from their planned route they lose 
points. They have thirty minutes to get as 
high as they are able. In fact, they are be
layed from above, but nonetheless their rope 
handling is critical to their performance. 
This is a real test of skill in route-finding. 

When did these competitions start? 

About twenty years ago they were held on 
an irregular basis; in the last decade they 
have been held every year. 

What other nations have sent representatives? 

Well, in the western bloc, Austria, Japan, 
Spain, France, Italy and the United States. 

They are the ones that come to mind, but 
there may be others. 

Are championships held outside the 
U.S.S.R.? 

Yes, in Czechoslovakia and Poland, where 
Hungary, East Germany, Bulgaria and the 
U.S.S.R. send representatives. 

You know that the U.S.S.R. is pushing for 
international recognition of climbing cham
pionships. What lies behind this? 

We consider this a separate sport from 
mountain climbing; we are not trying to 
change traditional climbing. No one is 
suggesting that we have such competitions 
in the Alps. But we do think it produces 
good, fast, safe climbers. Also, it is good 
for the sport of climbing as it makes it more 
popular and understood. Sometimes three 
or four thousand people attend the com
petitions. 

I understand that you want competitions in
cluded in the Olympics? 

We certainly tried to get them included in 
the University Games. And there are 
rumours about the Olympics. 

How often have you won the championships? 

Twice, in 1971 and 1974. 

You say that climbing competitions benefit 
climbing in general. Why? 

First, there is the year-round training 
needed to keep in condition. I train five or 
six days a week as the competition nears ... 

Yes, I've been amazed to see you out every 
morning during this trip. It is as much as the 
Americans can do to keep going, but I see you 
doing your squats, working out on the 
parallel bars, or going for a run before 
breakfast ... 

Also, one has to become absolutely profi
cient at rope handling. There can be no 
mistakes; everything in rock-climbing must 
become second nature. 

What about the gold medal system in 
general; the awards made to alpinists for 
example. Are they a good idea? 

The rock-climbing competitions are rather 
like track and field events, but in the 
mountains it is different. As you know, there 
are four categories: high-altitude climbs, 
traverses, mixed climbs, and technical 
ascents. Here, medals are awarded on a 
complicated system where the various 
climbs entered in the competition are com
pared with each other. Anyhow, one good 
point is that if you decide to enter the 
championship, then you can get backing 
from your trade union or whoever supports 

you. Our climbers, just like yours, are often 
short of funds, and by entering the com
petitions you can get support to go to 
remote areas! In 1973 I was on the team 
that won the gold medal that year in the 
technical category, with a route in the 
Pamirs; a ten-day climb as it turned out. 

That brings up an interesting point. It seems 
to me that every gold-medal route we have 
heard about has taken a long time. What is 
going on here? 

You have to understand that there are 
various rules that govern the style of a 
championship climb. For example, high
altitude teams entered in the championship 
must have ten members, traverse teams 
eight, and mixed and technical climb teams 
four. So already that means more time 
taken on the climb. Then you have to have 
a margin of safety in food, fuel and medical 
equipment; all this adds up to a rather 
cumbersome load. As far as I am concerned, 
the best climbing is done with two persons. 

Yes, but we saw a gold-medal route on 
Corona, in the Tien Shan, that had taken 
about ten days. Lowe, Roozhebski and team 
did a nearby route on similar terrain in two 
days. In fact, on their first day, they came 
across a note from another party who had 
backed off after four days! 

I'm not sure about the route you mention, 
but there is a move away from long, pon
derous ascents. As in climbing elsewhere, 
some techniques come into favour and then 
go out. A few years ago it was aid-climbing, 
which is slow; now we are more interested 
in free-climbing. 

At this point the dinner bell rang and we 
reluctantly stopped - just when we were 
getting down to some meaty issues. We 
intended to get together again, but the 
confused events at the end of the trip 
prevented us from doing so. Nevertheless, 
having listened to Bershov, I cannot help 
wondering why formalized competitive 
climbing is such a bogey to western nations. 
Today, our top climbers compete in estab
lishing difficult routes; in doing routes in 
record times; in doing them solo, free, 
or whatever has not yet been done; in 
making winter ascents; in creating legends; 
and in writing, in Country Joe MacDonald's 
phrase, "volumes of literature based on 
herself". Why is covert competition accept
able, and overt competition unacceptable? 
Is it because we are afraid that the public 
spotlight will remove the mystery from our 
esoteric sport? Did skiers protest when the 
first downhill race was held? _.. 

Swiss Mountaineering School 
ALPINE SPORTSCHULE GOTTHARD, CH-6490 ANDERMATT 

Tel. 01041 /44/6 77 33 
Ski-Touring - Instruction Courses - Spring Climbing - Kajak Courses 

Instruction on rock and ice for beginners and experienced climbers 
Touring weeks - Private Tours - Hiking weeks - Survival Course 
Expeditions. Please ask for our Spring and Summer Programmes. 
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ANYONE WHO HAS CLIMBED one or 
more of the new, difficult routes created by 
the latest generation of climbers must have 
come away more than respectful of these 
recent achievements. Whether the new 
routes be in California, Colorado, New 
York or elsewhere, they are often more 
bold, sustained or technically difficult than 
the hardest routes of even a few years ago. 
Free-climbing in Yosemite, Tuolumne and 
Tahquitz, about which I am most familiar, 
has entered a period of tremendous ad
vance, with more achievements to come. 

Yet, many members of the latest climbing 
generation admit that some of this pro
gress has come by means of modifications 
of previously acceptable free-climbing sty
les, and it seems at least some new free 
styles are here to stay. To cite an example: 
rightly or wrongly, I chopped the bolts 
from a free-route in Tuolumne a few years 
ago, because they were all placed on 
rappel. My intention was to provide 
Tuolumne climbers, including myself, with 
the opportunity to climb the route in tra
ditional style. These bolts were recently re
placed, again on rappel. Perhaps the motive 
was spite, but, just as likely, it derived from 
a belief that creating routes on rappel is 
sometimes acceptable. Whatever the case, 
the lesson is clear: no free-climbing style 
will forever be held up as acceptable, and 
some styles once thought to be improper 
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will not always be considered so. I have 
concluded that the debate about climbing 
style is therefore essentially useless if its 
objective is to persuade the majority of 
climbers to conform with certain free styles. 

If it is useless to protest certain free
climbing styles, let us hope it is not useless 
to ask that descriptions of new routes, in 
guidebooks or articles, include information 
on climbing style. It is no longer sufficient 
to say that a route was done 'free', because 
the term simply does not convey the same 
meaning as it once did to those interested 
in subsequent ascents. Free ascents some
times now involve such strategies as pre
protection, previewing, doctoring and sieg
ing. Because of this, subsequent ascent 
parties are likely to encounter unexpected 
trouble or even danger (i.e. be sandbagged) 
without information about the style of an 
ascent. Also, there is no way to gauge the 
merit of an ascent without information on 
style, and, like it or not, we all receive and 
give admiration and respect in climbing, 
according to our perceptions of how a route 
was done. As it is no longer enough to know 
that a mountain was climbed until we know 
if the ascent was alpine or siege, so it is not 
enough to know if a route was do.ne free 
until we know about its style of ascent. 

How might route-descriptions include in
formation about style? Perhaps one way to 
begin is to categorize and name the varie-

ties of free-climbing styles, so that some 
common language might develop to convey 
style information. As I understand the 
varieties of new free-climbing styles (some 
are old styles, of course), they fall into the 
four aforementioned categories: pre-pro
tection, previewing, doctoring and sieging. 
Pre-protection 

Pre-protection involves controlling the 
difficulty of free-climbing by at least two 
distinct means. One is the placement of 
protection on rappel, before first climbing 
the route. The protection may be fixed, as 
in the case of a bolt, or removed by the last 
team member on a climb. Obviously this 
particular strategy, if unrevealed, puts unin
formed, subsequent ascent parties at a 
disadvantage. 

The second main pre-protection strategy 
involves aiding a section of a climb, then 
immediately freeing the section with all the 
protection in place - so-called 'aid-free' 
climbing. On blank rock, for example, a 
team may put in a few bolts by standing on 
each bolt to place the next. Once the bolts 
are in, the party free-climbs past them. 
There is a fine distinction between this type 
of climbing and the freeing of a bolt ladder 
first placed with only the intention of aid
climbing. But there is a difference: the one 
strategy consciously uses aid-climbing to 
make free-climbing possible, the other does 
not. Where the protection is by bolts, pre-



Left: Dale Bard attempting Yosemite's contro
versial Owl Roof - recently stripped of its 
protection chockstone. Photo : Jeff Stubbs. Right: 
Chris Falkenstein on the first ascent of Do or Fly 
on Tuolumne's Puppy Dome. Below: Alan 
Bartlett leads the Windowpane pitch of Ten
Karel (5.9) at Tahquitz. Photo: Rob Muir 

protection does not make subsequent as
cents dangerous, but it does remove the 
opportunity for others to try a first ascent 
with fewer or no bolts. However, where aid
free climbing is done with nuts, which are 
removed by the last team member, then 
subsequent ascent parties are truly sand
bagged if they have no information about 
the style of the ascent. 
Previewing 

Previewing ascents also takes at least two 
forms. In one version, the party rappels the 
route to be done, and examines or even 
tries out hard sections. Sometimes this is 
done in conjunction with the cleaning out 
of cracks or removal of lichen. In another 
version, the new route is first top-roped, so 
that all the moves are rehearsed. In either 
case, the challenges of the first ascent or 
first free ascent are entirely different to 
those of subsequent ascents done without 
previewing. Again, in fairness, route-des
criptions should include mention of pre
viewing, so that climbers are alerted to 
probable difficulties. 
Doctoring 

Doctoring may involve fixing chock
stones, chopping holds or making other 
physical alterations to the rock. Doctoring 
first ascents causes little danger to subse
quent ascent parties but much alarm to 
climbers who had attempted the route 
before it was done with doctoring. For these 
climbers, as well as others who might 
wonder why the climb was not done earlier 
by seemingly capable climbers, it is im
portant that the route-description should 
include reference to any doctoring. Here, it 
is in fairness to earlier aspirants that clim
bers should reveal the style of their ascent. 
Sieging 

Sieging used to refer mainly to the fixing 
of ropes on long aid-climbs to allow easy 
access to high-points. But now there are a 
variety of free-climbing styles which might 
be called sieging because they involve 
various ways of husbanding resources by 
skipping over the climbing of certain route 
sections. 

Y o-yoing is one such siege tactic, in 
which the leader climbs until he or she is 
exhausted, then falls off, rests, hand-walks 
the rope to the high-point and proceeds to 
climb again. In one version, the leader re
mains the same. In another, the belayer and 
leader swap positions. This strategy, when 
used as a way of saving strength during the 
placement of several protection bolts on a 
hard, crackless lead, probably need not be 
revealed in route-descriptions. But when 
done repeatedly where nut protection is be
ing placed, particularly when the lead is 
switched, it is only fair that subsequent 
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Some recent Shawangunks climbs: Henry Barber 
is seen making the first ascents of True Grip 
(bottom left) and the serious Crash and Burn 
(far left), and John Stannard grapples with the 
very difficult Persistent, a climb that until re
cently was regarded as one of the hardest routes 
at the Gunks. Photos: John Dill, Paul Potters 
and Rick Hatch 

ascent parties be alerted to the tactic. In
formation to the effect that "the Xth pitch 
was yo-yoed on the first ascent" should 
suffice in the route-description. 

Another siege tactic sometimes employed 
on longer free-routes is for one or more 
team members to jumar large portions of 
the climb, so as to save strength for their 
leads. A commonly accepted version is for 
each climber in a two-man team to climb 
only half of a new, hard, first free-ascent. 
In extreme cases, the 'gang-bang' brigade 
jumar pitches which they might not be able 
to climb even at full strength under best 
conditions. Here, the specialist pops off on 
to the rock and free-climbs a pitch which 
others of the team jumar. In such cases, any 
one member of a team may climb only a 
small fraction of the route. Again, the 
technique must be revealed, so that other 
climbers can understand what has taken 
place. 

The final siege tactic with which I am 
familiar involves breaking up a particularly 
difficult pitch into one or more pitches by 
means of hanging belays. This is apparently 
not a widely used tactic, but, even if 
occasionally used to make a section go free, 
it can befuddle uninformed climbers. 

All these climbing strategies, coupled 
with the great abilities of the new genera
tion of climbers, will continue to create 
incredible new free-climbs in years to come. 
Some will bemoan these strategies, call them 
unethical, and not accept them. For the 
moment, I think it is better to argue for and 
against whatever styles we each believe in, 
but hold no false hopes for the conversion 
of anyone to our preferences. The only 
styles against which we really should rage 
are those which prevent other climbers from 
climbing in his or her preferred style. Of 
all the styles discussed here, perhaps only 
doctoring and aid-free bolting prevent 
others from having the opportunity to climb 
on undisturbed rock. The other tactics have 
only private consequences as far as the rock 
is concerned, though the climbing difficulty 
encountered by subsequent parties will be 
affected by these styles if the climb is 
merely given a rating and described as a 
'free ascent'. For this reason, it is important 
that route-descriptions reveal information 
about pre-protection, reviewing, doctoring 
and sieging. .A. 
SUMMARY 
A discussion about the ethics and attitudes of 
the current American rock-climbing scene, 
illustrated by photos of a number of recent hard 
routes. 

Chris Jones. 

DRUGS of? 
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A FEW YEARS AGO, the Alpine Club of 
Canada ran a poster advertising campaign 
with the slogan: "Get High on Mountains". 
The rather heavy message, of course, im
plied that mountain 'highs' were better than 
the drug culture's highs. "Yes," people were 
probably supposed to reflect, "climbing is 
a clean, healthy activity - no junkies there." 

In many sports the use of drugs is creat
ing the super-athletes of tomorrow, or, 
depending on your viewpoint, the use of 
drugs is deplorable. One of the earliest 
incidents to attract international attention 
was the use of the male hormone, testo
sterone, by women athletes. When it was 
announced that women competitors would 
be screened prior to the 1966 European 
Games, five world-beating athletes refused 
to take the tests. Since then, such tests have 
become a matter of routine. 

Another allied class of drugs are the 
anabolic steroids, which are claimed to 
increase muscle bulk and body weight. 
After the recent Montreal Olympics, evi
dence of steroids was found in the blood
stream of several medal-winning weight
lifters. In all probability these were the 
unlucky ones; in order to appear 'clean', 
athletes lay off these drugs some time be
fore the competitions. Those who were 
found out demonstrated the truth in 
Science's assertion: "Victory in the Olym
pics is a question of which country has the 
best doctors and chemists." 

Yet other drugs are widely used to give a 
competitive edge. Among them are the 
amphetamines ('speed'), which literally 
speed up the circulatory and respiratory 
systems, producing a euphoric, 'I can lick 
the world' feeling. At the world weightlift
ing championships in 1970, nine out of the 
first twelve were disqualified when urina
lysis showed they had taken amphetamines. 
In European soccer, post-game urinalysis 
tests are routinely made, and a team would 
be disqualified if evidence of drugs was 
found. 

What does all this have to do with climb
ing, with its image of healthful outdoor ex
ercise? On two of the more remarkable 
American climbs of the past year the parti
cipants took amphetamines. However, this 
is not quite as new as it might appear. The 
classic case is that of Hermann Buhl, who 

took a methamphetamine, Pervitin, on his 
incredible 43-hour solo journey up and 
down Nanga Parbat in 1953. And the rest 
of us? We take our share of that accepted 
drug, alchohol; there are those of the Y ose
mite fraternity who go to the cafeteria to 
get 'wired' on coffee before the day's 
climbs; and marijuana and other hallu
cinogens have not passed us by. But what 
about 'uppers' such as the amphetamines? 
Suppose you took them with the hope of 
extending your performance, rather than, as 
Buhl did, when in extremis. You might well 
have an edge over the rest of the field, but, 
if you were still on the climb when the 
effects wore off you would probably need 
another dose, for, as Buhl observed, am
phetamines have "reactionary after-effects" 
of depression and exhaustion. 

For those who want to make the big 
time, climbing is competitive. As some have 
turned to rigorous training and gymnastic 
chalk, a few have turned to drugs. From a 
medical standpoint, the use of ampheta
mines on an extended climb might be 
disastrous; the climber could be over-ex
tended when the difficulties were just begin
ning. On a short climb a carefully controlled 
dose might pay dividends. And what of 
other views? Is there an ethical or philo
sophical consideration? For the individual, 
we might say it is purely a matter of 
personal concern. European soccer officials 
are probably unconcerned if a player takes 
amphetamines before a casual Sunday after
noon pick-up game. But for the climbing 
community at large, just as for the Olympic 
or soccer community, there are other con
siderations. First, the two ascents referred 
to were not casual 'Sunday afternoon pick
up' climbs; they have received considerable 
attention, and, perhaps significantly, the 
use of drugs is not widely known. Second, 
if a few participants boost their perfor
mance, won't other aspiring climbers be 
virtually compelled to follow suit, whether 
it is medically advisable or not? Finally, if 
we come to accept drug-taking in sport as 
a matter of routine, what is the outcome? 
Are we ready for blood-packing, cloning, 
and the whole gamut of genetic engineering 
and chemical therapy? .A. 
* This article is a shortened version of an editorial from 
the September, 1976 issue of American Alpine News. 

35 



DRU 
DIRECT • • 1nw1nter 
Reporter= Marek Brniak 

IN 1976, A STRONG POLISH TEAM, 
consisting of Piotr Malinowski, Marian 
Piekutowski, Zbigniew Wach and Jan 
Wolf, made the first winter ascent of the 
3,500ft. American Direct (Robbins/Harlin) 
Route on the West Face of the Petit Dru. 
The climb which, was made during the 
period from February 25 to March 5, 
ranks as an outstanding achievement, parti
cularly as the route had only had two 
previous ascents. Established in 1965 by 
the two famous American mountaineers, 
Royal Robbins and John Harlin, it was 
repeated in 1972 by German climbers 
Geisenberger and Reisenacher. Many 
others had tried the route, but had given 
up in the face of the immense technical 
difficulties and the objective dangers in
herent in the loose rock. However, the 
route still lay within the sphere of interest 
of many outstanding Alpinists, and the 
large number of unsuccessful attempts had 
created an atmosphere of mystery and 
legend, until the climb had come to be re
garded as the hardest technical line in the 
Mont Blanc area. 

The first Polish attempt, which took 
place at the end of February, 1975, was also 
a failure . After a three-day push, with half 
the route already covered, the weather 
rapidly deteriorated, forcing the team to 
retreat on to a rocky terrace, where they 
decided to wait out the blizzard. Twelve 
impatient days of insecurity ensued, before 
the climbers could get moving again, but 
they had not tackled more than 600ft. be
fore clouds built up once more, putting a 
dense, grey cap over the face. By then, it 
was nearly March 21 - the date marking 
the beginning of spring in the Alps. The 
winter had proved to be too short and un
favourable for the climb. 

The following year saw the Poles back 
on the face. Once more, the start was not 
encouraging. On the third day, with ropes 
already fixed on the initial 1,500ft. of the 
route, the good weather ended. On the 
basis of the previous year's experience, the 
climbers did not stay on the face, but left 
all their gear on the route and returned to 
Chamonix to listen anxiously to the 
weather forecasts. 

On February 25, after three days of 
waiting, the small hours saw them back, 
climbing at the exit of the couloir. With 
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the aid of the fixed ropes, they soon reached 
the niche where they had stored their 
equipment. Here, the party split into two 
groups. Two climbers began the hard task 
of sorting and transporting the gear, while 
the others carried on to the high point of 
the roped section. On that day they still 
had to force another 300ft. to gain a large 
ledge for a bivi site. The leading couple 
reached it just as the snow was changing 
colour in the rays of the dying sun. It was 
nearly 2.0 a.m. by the time they had 
finished hauling and had erected their tiny 
tents on the chopped-out platforms. 

On the sheer precipice of the West Wall 
of the Petit Dru, you can only make a com
fortable bivouac on the ledges. Above, the 
face rears and overhangs, to culminate in 
belts of roofs. This is where the real tech
nical difficulties begin. Having established 
their 'Base Camp', the Poles decided to 
make the most of it. Each morning, two 
of them would struggle with the next 
pitches, fixing ropes on them, while the 

other two rested in the tents. Late at night, 
the lead pair would return to the camp, to 
shelter from wind and frost and to avoid 
hanging on the face. Next day it was the 
turn of the others to reach the previous 
day's high-point and continue with the 
ascent. The climbing was extremely difficult, 
and the loose and rotten rock made it very 
risky. Listen to Zbigniew Wach:" ... have 
been climbing these bloody ropes for ages. 
In a minute or two I will face yesterday's 
problem. I can now see the point Jan 
reached last night: a wide, very loose 
crack, with overhangs above. The silvery 
rectangles of bongs and chocks mark the 
way up to the bottom of a great, cauliflower
shaped boulder, somehow jammed in the 
crack. The rotten block twitches and 
wobbles when I touch it with my hammer. 
Above, other blocks are raised upon it, to 
make a hellish barricade. The chosen 
crack proves to be plugged; I hardly 
manage to drive the very tip of my rurp 
into it. How can I entrust this with my 



The action photos on both pages depict the diffi
cult central section of the Robbins/Harlin Route. 
This culminates in the Great Roof (lower left) 
which is solved by passing through a hidden slot, 
just above and to the right of the climber. The 
broken lines on the p/wtodiagram indicate the 
route and bivouac sites used by the Poles (left) 
and the line taken by the new Gross Route (right). 
Photo: Walter Poucher 

body? There is a strong likelihood of a fall 
and I do not wish to think about it - below 
me there are only poor pitons and loose, 
unstable boulders ... " 

That evening, with the light fading fast, 
the lead pair found themselves on a safe 
stance, only to discover that the crag they 
had spent the whole day on was off the 
solid monolith of the Dru. A nightmarish 
surprise: a 300ft. pinnacle, hanging in the 
air. 

It took the team six days to fix the ever
increasing web of ropes. They fell into a 
fluent rhythm of morning departures and 
late returns. Conditions were good: sunny, 
windless weather prevailed over the Mont 
Blanc massif. On the seventh day of the 
climb, with ropes fixed as far as the Great 
Roof, which dominates the whole face, it 
was decided to move the camp higher. 
Once the lower part of the route had been 
cleared of ropes and hardwear, there was 
no chance of retreat: the only way to 
safety lay via the summit. 

It was now Malinowski's and Wolf's 
turn to deal with the killing job of hauling. 
Their hands rapidly became chapped, and 
the wide, bleeding furrows began to fester. 
Pulsating, shooting pains wrenched at their 
hands. They spent a long, sleepless night, 
hanging on the face. In the morning, when 
they joined their friends, Wach alleviated 
their torture by pricking the swelling 
blisters with a needle. 

Now the overhanging section ended. 
Above there stretched a system of slabs and 
corners, at an angle of about 85 °, but the 
rock was still very loose and rotten, and 
the difficulties extreme. The ninth day on 
the face produced the first signs of success: 
after three pitches up some wide, tricky 
cracks and overhangs, they found them
selves resting on a large ledge where the 
Direct Route joins the neighbouring 
Bonatti Pillar. 

Next morning, the climbers woke early 
and set off at dawn. Two artificial pitches 
pressed the remaining pus out of their 
hands. A long, rightwards traverse and 
another four pitches on the South Face 
brought them on to the summit of the 
Petit Dru. It was noon on March 5. Above 
their heads there was only the azure 
canopy of the sky. 

SUMMARY 
Mont Blanc Range: Petit Dru, West Face. 
An account of the first winter ascent of the 
Robbins/Harlin Route, made between February 
25 and March 5, 1976, by Polish climbers Piotr 
Malinowski, Marian Piekutowski, Zbigniew 
Wach and Jan Wolf. 





GASHERBRUMS 
2and3 

Gasherbrum 2 
DURING G. 0. DYHRENFURTH's 1934 
International Himalayan Expedition, some 
attention was given to the possibility of 
climbing Gasherbrum 2 (26,360ft.). The 
following report, based on an extensive 
reconnaissance, proved interesting to later 
expeditions. 

"This 'four-sided pyramid' is seated on 
an extensive, high snowfield. It is possible 
to reach this plateau-like terrace. True, the 
approach over the unusually riven tongue 
of the South Gasherbrum Glacier is not ex
actly comfortable, but can be accomplished 
in a single day from the lateral moraine of 
the Abruzzi Glacier to the upper basin of 
hard snow. Moreover, there is a splendid 
camp-site, on earthy limestone-rubble, in a 
sheltered hollow half-way along the left 
bank of the South Gasherbrum Glacier; 
that is, on the Hidden Peak side. 

"Two ribs cut through the belt of preci
pices above the uncrevassed upper basin of 
the glacier to the great snow terrace on 
Gasherbrum 2. One is the continuation of 
the summit pyramid's south-western edge; 
the other flattens out near the foot of its 
eastern edge. If you choose the former, 
more westerly rib, it will be necessary to 
complete the climb over the south-west edge 
of the summit, which is certainly steeper 
than foreshortening allows it to look. I my
self would recommend the spur to the east, 
which is mostly of rock and quite safe from 
avalanches. I think it is a very promising 
route: moderate in difficulty, direct, free 
from objective dangers and preferable for 
good Sherpas, in that it lacks lengthy 'road
making' delays. The decision whether to 
traverse left and make for the South-West 
Ridge or to climb straight on up the short, 
steep East Ridge need not be taken till the 
broad glacier terrace is reached. 

"Gasherbrum 2 is not easy, but it is 
relatively free from danger, and can prob
ably be climbed. If I had had good high
carrying porters on the 'I.H.E.' in 1934, I 
would have made a determined attempt on 
it. I suggest the camps could be spaced out 
on the following lines: Base Camp at about 
17,400ft. on the South Gasherbrum Glac
ier's big moraine (I.H.E.'s Camp 5a in 
1934); Camp 1 in the limestone debris 
hollow near the glacier's east bank; Camp 2 

Left: Gasherbrum 3 (left) and 2 from the South 
Gasherbrum Glacier. Photo: Ewa Abgarowicz 

in the upper basin at the foot of the South 
Spur; Camp 3 on the shoulder about half
way up the spur; Camp 4 where the big 
terrace begins; Camp 5 at the foot of the 
actual summit pyramid. Alas, it can no 
longer fall to me to put this itinerary to the 
test, but I certainly wish whoever inherits 
it the very best of luck!" 

In 1956, Fritz Moravec organized and 
led an expedition to Gasherbrum 2 under 
the auspices of the Osterreichische 
Himalaya-Gesellschaft in Vienna. Six 
climbers and two scientists made up the 
team. Nine days had to be spent in Rawal
pindi before the weather cleared for a flight 

Norman Dyhrenfurth continues 
with his series on the world's 
highest mountains by describing 
the events that have taken place 
on the two linked Gasherbrum 
peaks in the heart of the 
Karakoram. The chapter on 
Gasherbrum 2 was withdrawn 
from Mountain 52, in order to 
make a logical combination with 
the account of Gasherbrum 3. 

to Skardu with all the expedition's gear on 
April 27. In Urdokas, the last camping spot 
with firewood and drinking-water, they 
were faced with the usual porter strike with
out which no Baltoro-expedition seems to 
be able to get along. Thanks to the decisive 
intervention of their liaison officer, the 
most important loads could be relayed past 
Concordia to the South Gasherbrum Glac
ier's moraine, where Base Camp (17,389ft) 
was established by the end of May. After 
some acclimatization, the Austrians recon
noitred a route to the base of their mountain 
and placed Camp 1 at about 19,685ft. on 
its South-West Spur, having decided on 
that line of attack instead of the South
East Spur recommended by Dyhrenfurth. 
By the middle of June loads were being 
carried there on a regular schedule, when a 
ten-day period of bad weather with heavy 
snowfall pinned the men down at Base. It 
was not until June 30 that they could return 
to Camp 1, where a huge avalanche had 
buried nearly everything. The camp-site 
had been considered absolutely safe: a 
level glacier, with terraced slopes above. 
But the great Himalayan avalanches have 
been known to race across vast expanses 

of flat ground. The next two days were 
spent digging trenches and tunnels in an 
attempt to recover such essential items as 
tents, ropes, hardware and provisions, but 
in the face of five to ten metres of avalanche 
debris, all efforts were in vain. What now? 
Unwilling to throw in the towel, the team 
decided to risk an all-out 'commando-raid' 
on the mountain. 

Ratay and Roiss (the latter perished in a 
crevasse accident on Dhaulagiri 1 in 1959) 
proceeded to prepare the ice ridge as far as 
Camp 2 (21,982ft.); Larch and Reinagl 
broke trail to a shoulder on the South-West 
Spur, the site for Camp 3 (23,458ft). Four 
Balti porters, carefully belayed by their 
Sahibs, made an excellent job of carrying 
high, but the steep ice slopes above, with 
their precarious covering of powder snow, 
although not an insurmountable problem 
for good Sherpas, were beyond the Baltis' 
capabilities. The Austrians had to give up 
their plan for setting up Camp 4. 

On the afternoon of July 6, Reinagl safe
guarded the Balti porters' descent, while 
Moravec, Sepp Larch and Hans Willenpart 
laboured mightily to take up very heavy 
rucksacks. The unsettled snow on steep ice 
made all belaying attempts illusory. They 
continued unroped so as not to endanger 
each other's lives. At 8.30 p.m. they reached 
about 24,607ft., near the base of the summit 
pyramid. Each man crawled into his light
weight Dralon sleeping-bag, under the pro
tection of a large rock. A bivouac-sack 
provided additional shelter. The night was 
very cold, and some frost-bite was unavoid
able. 

Daylight at long last. Hot milk and some 
wheatgerm-bread were the sole subsistence 
for the entire day. A steadily rising traverse 
underneath the South-East Wall of Gasher
brum 2 proved extremely exhausting; 
shortly before 9.0 a.m. they managed to 
reach a notch in the East Ridge, at about 
25,263ft. This is the main crest between 
Baltoro and Shaksgam, the divide between 
Indus and Tarim; that is, between the 
Indian Ocean and drainless Inner Asia: a 
scant 1,100ft. below the summit. Trail
breaking over steep snow slopes already 
softened by the morning sun took every
thing out of the men. A rock band, last of 
the mountain's defenses, was surmounted. 
At 11.30 on July 7, 1956 the three Austrians 
stepped out on to the highest point of 
Gasherbrum 2, a tiny plateau of snow 
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crowned by two man-size rock pinnacles. 
After taking time to recover from their 
almost total exhaustion, they gathered 
sufficient strength to carry out the usual 
and apparently unavoidable 'summit 
ritual': ice-axe with the pennants of Austria 
and Pakistan, laborious construction of a 
cairn, with date and vital statistics in an 
empty film can, etc., etc. It was so warm 
that they took off their anoraks and spent 
a full hour on the summit. The weather was 
perfect, the view magnificent. The descent 
was without problems. 

Nearly twenty years were to pass before 
Gasherbrum 2 was again attempted. In 
June, 1975, a fifteen-man French expedi
tion, led by Jean-Pierre Fresafond and in
cluding such well-known climbers as 
Yannick Seigneur, Marc Batard, Louis 
Audoubert and Bernard Macho, began 
work on a new route on the mountain's 
South-East Spur (the line in fact proposed 
by G. 0. Dyhrenfurth in 1939). This route 
is to the right of that taken by the 1956 
expedition. By June 16, the party had 
established Camp 2 at 22,600ft. and fixed 
ropes to a height of 24,300ft. The top of the 
spur was almost reached and the summit 
of the mountain was only a thousand feet 
above. The next day five climbers set off 
from Camp 2, planning to erect a Camp 3 
at the top of the spur. Seigneur and Batard 
reached the spot first at 8.0 a.m. The others, 
heavily laden, were some two hours behind. 
Without waiting, Seigneur and Batard con
tinued on to the plateau and reached a 
height of 25,100ft. on the col separating the 
summit from the subsidiary eastern summit. 
From here it seemed clear that they would 
have no difficulty in completing the climb 
the following day, so they established a 
bivouac tent just below the col, under the 
shelter of a rock. The others, forewarned 
by radio, retreated to Camp 2, where they 
joined Audoubert, F. Bourbousson and 
Bernard Villaret, who wanted to make the 
second summit attempt. On June 18 these 
three left Camp 2 to climb the spur. At 
9.0 a.m., news came over the radio that 
Seigneur and Batard had reached the 
summit. Towards 10.0 a.m., Seigneur and 
Batard, retreating, met Audoubert and 
Villaret going strongly just beneath the 
bivouac site. Their advice to the second 
party was to rest at the bivouac and start 
again at 3 o'clock the next morning. 
Audoubert was convinced they could still 
make the summit the same day. However, 
having reached the bivouac, he and Villaret 
decided to stop at least for a good meal, 
and in fact hesitated so long that the day 
was lost. During the night the wind got up, 
but it still hadn't started snowing by 
3.0 a.m., so the pair began for the summit. 
All the time the wind was getting stronger 
and it wasn't long before Villaret, who was 
feeling the cold badly, decided to head back 
for Camp 2. Audoubert continued alone. 
Visibility was reduced down to twenty yards 
but he kept plodding on, hoping that the 
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wind would drop as the sun rose. For three 
hours he climbed the arete with the squall 
raging around him, but was finally forced 
to turn back, having probably reached 
26,200ft. He expected to bypass the bivouac 
tent and go straight on down to Camp 2, 
but was amazed to find Villaret still there. 
It was perhaps 8 o'clock in the morning. 
Audoubert failed to persuade Villaret to 
come out of the tent, so the pair settled 
down to wait for the weather to clear. 
Villaret was still loath to make any move 
the next morning and eventually Audoubert 
started down alone, having entreated 
Villaret to follow. The temperature was 
minus 60°, the wind fearful and, with three 
feet of new snow, the descent was a night
mare. It took Audoubert five hours before 
he stumbled into Camp 2, completely ex
hausted. Villaret never did come down. 
From Base Camp they had seen him come 
out of the tent once, take a few steps, then 
go back inside. There he perished. 

Meanwhile a large Polish expedition, led 
by Wanda Rutkiewicz, had arrived and, by 
June 19, had established a Base Camp on 
the moraine separating the South Gasher
brum and Abruzzi Glaciers, and a Camp 1 
at 19,700ft, slightly above the French 
Camp 1, on the plateau above the second 
icefall. It was less sheltered than the French 
camp, but afforded a good view of the 
whole mountain. The Polish expedition 
was in fact an amalgamation of two teams; 
originally an all-female expedition had 
planned to climb Gasherbrum 3, while a 
separate men's expedition attempted 
Gasherbrum 2. At first, only permission 
for Gasherbrum 3 was received, so the two 
expeditions merged, with the women's 
leader in overall charge. Later, as the 
French climbers withdrew, permission was 
at last given for the Poles to attempt 
Gasherbrum 2 also. 

On July 4, the Polish Camp 2 was estab
lished at 21,300ft, and Camp 3, a Whillans 
box and two two-man tents, was set up at 
24,150ft., on July 10. (The tents later suffered 
from the effects of wind and snowdrift: 
one was put out of commission entirely 
and the other reduced to a one-man shelter. 
However, it was from this Camp 3 that all 
summit attempts on both Gasherbrum 2 
and Gasherbrum 3 were made). 

The route from Camp 1 to Camp 2 
crossed the plateau, then followed the 
south-west (Austrian) rib, which curves up
wards for 1,300ft, increasing in angle 
to about 60° in the last 50 metres. Ropes 
were fixed over almost the entire length of 
this section and on the two 70° serac steps 
which had to be negotiated before Camp 2. 
The average time between Camps 1 and 2 
was five hours, and that from Camp 2 to 
Camp 3 usually ten hours, again follow
ing fixed ropes for most the way. 

On August 1, two teams left Camp 3: a 
group of three men to attempt Gasherbrum 
2, and two women to go to Gasherbrum 3. 
They climbed together to the col between 

the two peaks, traversing around under the 
virgin west face of the summit pyramid. 
The men, Leszek Cichy, Janusz Onyszkie
wicz and Krzysztof Zdzitowiecki, deciding 
that the West Face presented a lot of ex
posed and probably loose rock and looked 
both difficult and dangerous, continued 
round to the North-West Face. This, con
sisting mainly of snow with some ice and a 
small amount of rock, was more inviting, 
and the plod up to the summit in bitter 
winds took them five hours. Two of the 
three were frost-bitten, but not seriously. 
They descended via Moravec's East Ridge 
Route to Camp 3. (The girl's team mean
while had retreated from Gasherbrum 3 
and also returned to camp.) 

Subsequently, Gasherbrum2 was climbed 
twice more by the original Moravec Route: 
on August 9 by another men's team (Marek 
Janas, Andrzej Lapinski and Leszek 
Wozniak) and on August 12 by Halina 
Kruger-Syrokomska and Anna Okopinska. 
These two therefore became the first 
European women to have climbed an 
8,000m. peak. (Another team - Krystyna 
Palmowska and the liaison officer, Capt. 
Saeed Ahmed Malik - were forced to re
treat from 24,900ft., also on August 12.) 

In 1976 a Japanese attempt on Gasher
brum 2, led by Hisasi Aoki, was abandoned 
following the deaths of three of its climbers. 
Taketoshi Miyamoto and Yoshinori Hira
matsu were killed when they fell into a 
crevasse on May 27; Osamu Matsumura 
died of exhaustion and altitude sickness 
five days later during a vain rescue bid. 

Gasherbrum 3 
Between 1964 and 1975, Gasherbrum 3 
was the world's highest unclimbed moun
tain. At 26,090ft., it is fifteenth in the rank
ings of the world's highest, but information 
available about it has hitherto been sur
prisingly meagre. In his book, Baltoro, my 
father wrote: "The summit of Gasherbrum 
3 (26,090ft) may possibly be reached by 
way of its West Ridge; that is, from the 
saddle between Gasherbrum 3 and Gasher
brum 4. Among the four main peaks of the 
Gasherbrum group, the former - a some
what sombre rocky upthrust - would 
appear to be the least challenging. It rises 
from the same base as Gasherbrum 2 and 
cannot be considered as an entirely inde
pendent mountain ... " 

Some geological observations from To 
the Third Pole may be of interest: " ... The 
Gasherbrum group itself, like Hidden Peak, 
is composed of a thick limestone series. 
These limestones contain the remains of 
molluscs and corals, which cannot be iden
tified with any certainty; they also contain 
occasionally, and never abundantly, the 
fusulinid Neoschwagerina craticulifera, a 
foraminifer about as large as a grain of 
wheat. This is a fossil characteristic of the 
marine Permian . . . " The following ref
erence can be found on page 199 of the 
same book: " ... A traverse westwards, 



equally free from serious difficulties, might 
bring one down to the col between Gasher
brum 2 and 3 (25,250ft) and, possibly, 
from it to the top of Gasherbrum 3. The 
height to be gained cannot be much more 
than 800ft., and the rock, though steep, 
appears to have a favourable tilt. Of the 
group's main summits this somewhat 
sombre lump of rock is the least inviting 
objective, for it stands on the same plinth 
as the slightly higher Gasherbrum 2, and is 
therefore not an entirely separate moun
tain. But, for this very reason, it could 
probably be combined with an attempt on 
Gasherbrum 2, though, of course, not on 
the same day. It would be necessary to 
make a diversion from Camp 4 and estab
lish a high Camp Sa in the saddle between 
the two summits ... " 

G. 0. Dyhrenfurth's final paragraph in 
his Gasherbrum 2 account in Alpinismus 
(March 1971) may have whetted some 
appetites: " ... Yet to be climbed: P. 7772, 
the broad eastern satellite of Gasherbrum 
2, and last but by no means least its western 
neighbour, Gasherbrum 3, one of the 
highest independent, untrodden summits". 

In 1975, Wanda Rutkiewicz led a strong 
Polish expedition to the Karakoram, with 
an ascent of Gasherbrum 3 as its main ob
jective. The route from Base Camp, on the 
moraine between the South Gasherbrum 
and Abruzzi Glaciers, to Camp 1 on the 
plateau above the second icefall, is common 
to both Gasherbrum 2 and 3. Having estab-

lished Camps 2 and 3 (see account above), 
the Poles traversed westwards from Camp 
3, very much as my father had suggested, 
to the col between Gasherbrum 2 and 3. 
On August 1, three men heading for 
Gasherbrum 2, and two women, Halina 
Kruger-Syrokomska and Wanda Rutkie
wicz, bound for Gasherbrum 3, set off from 
Camp 3 to the col. From here, the women 
launched an attack on the East Ridge of 
the mountain, reaching an altitude of 
25,100ft. before retreating in the face of 
rock-climbing problems of between grades 
5 and 6. On August 11, a second attempt 
was made on the mountain. Four climbers, 
Alison Chadwick-Onyskiewicz, Wanda 
Rutkiewicz, Janusz Onyskiewicz and 
Kzysztof Zdzitowiecki, set off again for the 
col. At that point they were undecided 
whether to attempt the couloir in the centre 
of the face, or try to fix ropes up the 300ft. 
step on the East Ridge, leaving the actual 
ascent to an all-female team due to follow 
the next day, who would jumar up the 
ropes and climb the snow slopes, which it 
was hoped led unbroken to the summit. 
In the event, they decided to try the couloir. 
It was 8.0 a.m. when they started, but the 
snow in the lower part of the couloir was 
still crisp and hard. A rock wall bisected 
the couloir, about a third of the way up. 
The party bypassed this by traversing out 
of the couloir, and re-entering it higher up: 
making an unpleasant diversion on loose 
rock, thinly covered by soft snow. Back in 

the couloir, the climb became steeper and 
the snow even softer. Alison Chadwick
Onyskiewicz described it as being "like 
swimming up a mountain of sugar". A 
traverse on hands and knees under an 
overhang brought them into the right-hand 
branch of the couloir. Here the angle eased 
a little, then steepened again, and there 
were stretches of loose rock under a thin 
covering of granular snow before the sum
mit ridge was reached. A pinnacle and 
minor summit had to be circumnavigated 
before the summit was finally reached, after 
ten hours' climbing. Thanks to the fixed 
rope left around the pinnacle traverse, and 
the lower traverses out of and into the 
couloir, the descent to the col, where a tent 
had been left, was accomplished in only 
about three hours. 

Gasherbrum 3 was no longer the highest 
unclimbed summit in the world, and the 
two women in the team to conquer it - one 
Polish and one British - acquired the dis
tinction of holding the record for the 
highest first ascent made by women. .._ 
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OBITUARY 
Dougal Haston 
Scottish alpinist Dougal Haston 
was killed on January 17 in an 
avalanche accident above 
Leysin, in Switzerland. He was 
skiing alone, and appears to have 
been descending a couloir, when 
he triggered a small avalanche 
which overtook and engulfed 
him. His body was found under 
six feet of snow the following 
afternoon. 
Haston was generally acknow
ledged as Britain's leading alpi
nist, a reputation gained initially 
by his fine performance on the 
Eiger Direct in 1966, and sub
sequently sustained by a series of 
outstanding alpine and Hima
layan climbs. 
The son of a bakery worker, 
Haston was born in 1940 in the 
village of Currie, near Edinburgh. 
Studies at West Calder High 
School led to a place at Edin
burgh University. He read Philo
sophy, but failed to obtain his 
degree after a revision mix-up, 
and never bothered to resit the 
examinations. 
Haston began climbing in his 
'teens, with his lifelong friend, 
Elly Moriarty. The pair became 
interested in the sport after join
ing a local youth club run by Alec 
Buchanan Smith (the Under
Secretary of State for Scotland). 
It was during this period, in the 
mid-fifties, that they developed 
the famous Currie Railway Walls 
as a training area. 
Haston and Moriarty became 
members of a small group of ac
tive young Edinburgh climbers, 
including Robin Smith and his 
University friends, Jim Sten
house, Andy Wightman, Graham 
Tiso and the Marshall brothers. 
The leadership and inspiration 
was provided by Jimmy 
Marshall, who was older and 
more experienced than the 
others. However, although Mar
shall and Smith, were the most 
powerful figures in the group, 
with many excellent first ascents 
to their credit, the ambitious 
Haston was soon competing 
with them. The fierce rivalry that 
ensued was described by both 
Haston and Smith in their ac
counts of the first ascent of The 
Bat on Ben Nevis, in 1959. The 
pair did little else together at 
this time: Turnspit, Stook and 
the North Face Girdle on 
Aonach Dubh, and Gob on 
Carnmore Crag were their only 
joint first ascents, though they 
later climbed together in the Alps. 
In Scotland, Haston generally 
preferred to climb mainly with 
Moriarty, Stenhouse and Wight-

Dougal Haston 

man, so as to put some distance 
between himself and Smith, 
whose reputation was already 
firmly entrenched. 
During this period, Haston was 
involved in a string of worth
while first ascents on Scottish 
rock, including Frustration, The 
Big Ride, Aryan and Attila on the 
Etive Slabs, Lechers Route on 
the Buachaille, Kneepad on 
Gearr Aonach, Inbred on Creag 
Dubh, the South-East Ridge 
of the Old Man of Hoy, and Kuf 
and Hee-Haw on Aonach Dubh 
(the last climb was shared with 
Moriarty, after they had been 
shown the line by Marshall). 
Haston was less successful on 
snow and ice. His only major 
firsts were achieved when he and 
Stenhouse accompanied Mar
shall on the ascents of Minus 
Two Gully and 59 Face Route in 
February, 1959. 
It was in the Alps that Haston 
really found his metier. His 
career there began in 1959 with 
a Dolomite holiday during which 
he and Moriarty made an ascent 
of the Gabriel / Livanos Route on 
the Cima su Alto (Civetta). More 
big Dolomite climbs followed : 
the Swiss/ Italian Route on the 
Cima Ovest, with Smith in 1961, 
and the Aste Diedre on the 
Crozzon di Brenta, with Ian 
Clough in 1962. 
But it was the Eiger that formed 
the kernel of Haston·s alpine 
ambitions at this time. He first 
attempted the face with Moriarty 
in 1960 - a somewhat audacious 
action in view of their combined 
inexperience with regard to al
pine mixed climbing. In 1962, a 
far more determined attempt was 
made with Andy Wightman, 
but the climb ended at the 
Flatiron, when bad weather 
threatened. A nasty retreat fol
lowed, during which Wightman 
fell and broke his ankle. Luckily, 
the pair were near enough to the 
Eiger window to make an escape. 
Haston had originally planned to 
make the climb with Smith, but 
had teamed up with Wightman 
at the last moment, following 
Smith's death in the Pamirs. In 
1963 ha· was back again, this 
time with Rusty Baillie. He had 
been beaten to the coveted first 
British ascent by Bonington and 
Clough, but with Baillie he 
managed to make the second 
British ascent, despite very icy 
conditions. 
It was this climb that brought 
Haston recognition, and with 
Smith's death,_ he took on the 
mantle of the leading young 
Scottish alpinist, though the 

effect of Smith's powerful per
sonal impact stayed with him 
for many years, influencing him 
in his climbing and his writing -
a medium in which they both 
excelled. In 1964 and 1965, 
Haston and Moriarty were trying 
to establish a climbing school in 
Glencoe, but the venture was 
cut short by Haston's involve
ment in a serious road accident 
which resulted in the death of a 
pedestrian. Haston was subse
quently convicted for Causing 
Death by Careless Driving and 
spent two months in jail. The 
incident had a profound effect on 
his life : he never drove again, 
and appears to have regarded the 
event with lasting guilt, leaving 
it unmentioned even in his auto
biography. 
Shortly afterwards he became 
involved in the Eiger Direct at
tempt, which was organized by 
the ambitious American climber, 
John Harlin, with whom Haston 
had attempted The Shroud (then 
unclimbed) in 1965. The story 
of that climb, of Harlin's death 
and Haston·s final push with the 
German climbers, is well known. 
Haston emerged as a national 
figure, experiencing for the first 
time the full force of publicity 
which was to become so familiar 
to him in later years. Harlin's 
death left a newly-formed climb
ing school to be run in Leysin, 
and Haston and his friend Bev 
Clarke took over the project, 
which from then on formed the 
basis of Haston·s life. There fol
lowed a series of major alpine 
climbs : winter ascents of the 
Gervasutti Couloir and the 
Matterhorn North Face with 
Mick Burke, and the Argentiere 
and Triolet North Faces with 
Chris Bonington; the first British 
ascent of the North Face of Mt. 
Blanc du Cheilon with Clarke, 
and new routes on the Argentiere 
(with Chick Scott) and the 

Mench (with Guy Niethardt and 
Ole Eistrup). But these were 
mere sideshows in comparison 
with the expedition activities in 
which Haston was involved over 
the next decade. 
In 1968, it was a bold attempt on 
Cerro Torre. Then, in 1970, came 
Chris Bonington's epoch-mak
ing Annapurna South Face Ex
pedition, where some of the best 
British alpinists combined to 
tackle the first of the big Hima
layan face climbs. The expedition 
was a success, with Haston and 
Whillans making the summit 
push. Subsequently, the pair 
were invited to join the Interna
tional Everest Expedition, and, 
despite bad weather, illness and 
strife, managed to reach 27,500ft. 
on the South-West Face. 
In 1972, another South-West 
Face attempt led by Bonington 
failed at 27,200ft., again with 
Haston in the lead. In 1975, 
however, Bonington success
fully led a very strong and care
fully planned second expedition, 
with Haston and Scott forming 
the summit team. In Scott, 
Haston seemed to find a partner 
as strong and determined as him
self. The pair had already climbed 
together on the straightforward 
first ascent of Changabang in 
1974 and, five months after the 
Everest climb, they again demon
strated their prowess with a 
rapid ascent of the South Face of 
Mt. McKinley. Scott discovered 
in Haston a more sympathetic 
and sensitive personality than he 
had expected, for Haston·s public 
image had hitherto been icy and 
aloof. 
By now, Haston had fashioned a 
comfortable life, with a success
ful climbing school, two books 
published, a recently completed 
novel, and lucrative lecture 
tours, sponsorships and adver
tising contracts under way. With 
money no longer a problem, the 
stage seemed set for a string of 
exciting climbs, with projects al
ready planned on The Ogre and 
K2. But these hopes were dashed 
by a fickle snow slide one 
January afternoon, and the 
climbing world lost one of its 
most gifted performers. 

Kenneth Mason 
Lack of space has compelled us 
to delay our Obituary notice for 
this distinguished Himalayan 
explorer until Mountain 54. A 

THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
OF MOUNTAINEERING 

is expected to continue under new 
direction following the death of 

Dougal Haston. Enqu,ries to: 
Chalet Vagabond , Leysin, Switzerland. 
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Climbing in North America 

by Chris Jones 

University of California 
Press: $14.95 (U.S.) 
£10.00 (U.K.); 

It is curious that this history of 
North American mountaineering 
was written not by an American 
but by a transplanted English
man. Perhaps that is just as well, 
for Chris Jones seems to be suffi
ciently assimilated into American 
society (at least the climbing 
element of it) to dig the scene 
thoroughly, while still cherishing 
a touch of the outsider who has 
nottotally lost his sense of won
derment and perspective. 
My reading of this book was a 
good trip: it is informative and 
entertaining, and I was left with 
a lingering feeling of having 
tasted the fruits of an impressive 
scholarly effort. Chris Jones has 
done his homework well; he has 
read much of what has been 
written in journals and books and 
has interviewed many of those 
still living who shaped American 
mountaineering. The book is re
markably comprehensive in the 
terrain and people it covers, and 
is magnificently illustrated with 
entertaining, dramatic and his
torically interesting photographs, 
well reproduced. 
The tale begins with the ascent 
of Pike's and Long's Peaks by 
explorers early in the 19th cen 
tury (on top of these mountains 
they found the blinds bui lt by 
Indians for trapping eagles), and 
it ends with the new look in 
Yosemite climbing: rock ecology 
and the use of nuts, the chalk 
controversy, 5.12 and beyond; 
and the prospects of ultimate 
commitment when lessons 
learned on sunbaked granite are 
transferred to frosty walls high in 
the thin air. Between these ex
tremes lies a fascinating story of 
how man's curiosity and his need 
to probe the limits of the impos
sible resulted first in the ascent 
of inaccessible mountains, then 
in further ascents following in
creasingly difficult paths. 
Authorship of such a critical 
documentary carries with it the 
mantle of authority, particularly 
as the writer aspires to an integ
rative, interpretative function. 
The higher one reaches, the 
greater the responsibility one 
assumes. This is hazardous coun
try, through which Chris Jones 
wanders with considerable suc
cess. He compares the difficulty 
and innovation of North Ameri
can ascents with those occurring 
concurrently in Europe, pointing 

44 

out that until recently this Un
common Market has been pre
dominantly an exporter of 
wisdom and talent. The author 
seeks also to provide longitudinal 
scope to the reader's view of 
American mountaineering, by 
offering his own interpretation of 
where things have gone, where 
they are going and why. Only 
here do I feel a sense of unease, 
when he occasionally departs 
from telling it like it is to placing 
value judgements on the events. 
There is a tendency to define a 
level of difficulty and commit
ment above which a climb be
comes a significant mountaineer
ing achievement, and below 
which it is merely premonitory of 
things yet to come. The division 
is an arbitrary one, which strikes 
me as a trifle unjust and unneces
sary. Also, it is subtle enough to 
give me trouble in discerning the 
clear separation perceived by the 
author. For example, when Pro 
fessor Alexander climbed the 
East Face of Long's Peak for the 
first time, in 1922, was his com
mitment to the unknown any less 
than that of the Stettner brothers 
five years later when they 
climbed a longer and more diffi
cult route a few hundred feet to 
the right? The author believes 
so; I am not so sure. 
Reading between the lines of this 
volume, one comes away with 
the impression that the note
worthiness of ascents is only in 
part a function of their difficulty 
and innovation. The other part is 
PR (that's public relations in U.S. 
jargon) : a mix of who did it, 

where, and how much press it 
received . To separate out all of 
these factors is well-nigh impos
sible, but the author's tendency 
to rank disparate events (for ex
ample : " although the Diagonal 
is not equivalent to the 1957 
North -West Face of Half 
Dome ... ") seems an unneces
sary departure from objectivity. 
Part of the pleasure of reading 
this history comes from the sense 
of humanity contained in many 
anecdotes of climber's personali
ties, and their interactions and 
occasional clashes with other 
personalities. These tales convey 
the sense of fun, competitiveness 
and territoriality of climbing, and 
the search by generations of 
climbers for new challenges. The 
evolution of a climbing counter
culture and its anti -establish
ment, conservation-oriented 
ethic is well portrayed. Only oc 
casionally is the effort to inter
sperse mounta ineering events 
with these vignettes strained by a 
choice of anecdotes too trivial 
and too isolated from the climb
ing scene. 
These few weaknesses are per
haps the consequence of aiming 
so high in attempting to contain 
within 360 pages the history of 
North American mountaineering, 
the peccadilloes, piques and 
pranks of the personalities in
volved, plus one man's perspec
tive of where it all fits into the 
evolution of mountaineering and 
man's thirst for self -realization. 
Chris Jones is no slouch as a 
mountaineer, writer and inter
preter, and he has managed this 

challenge with great style. 
Tom Hornbein 

Editorial Note: European readers 
would do well to note this fine 
book. In a stroke, Chris Jones has 
added a whole new section to 
the comprehensive histories 
already in existence, covering the 
great periods of European climb
ing. Events in America have 
been no less enthralling; the 
characters described by Chris 
Jones are colourful, the moun
tains impressive, and the nature 
and styles of the climbing richly 
diverse. Moreover, the book is 
superbly illustrated with informa
tive and beautiful shots by 
Washburn, Cooper and others, 
as well as a host of absorbing 
historical' snapshots' that Jones 
has culled from the albums of 
those involved. This is a book 
that all climbers should seek to 
read. It is available in Britain 
from the University of California 
Press (local agents) and Cordee 
( distributors to the climbing 
shops and specialized mail order). 

Mountaineering: A Manual 
for Teachers and 
Instructors 

by D. T. Roscoe 

Faber: £5.95 

Into the turbulent debate about 
mountain training comes this 
compact and informative treatise 
on teaching techniques. Rock
climbing, winter climbing, hill
craft, mountain rescue and first
aid are all dealt with in detail. 
Don Roscoe, early member of 

Below: Don Wilde, Fred Beckey and Pete Schoening out for a day's climbing in the early 'fifties; one of 
the many interesting historical photographs in Climbing in North America. Photo: Beckey Collection 



the Rock and Ice, sometime Plas 
y Brenin instructor, and now lec
turer in Outdoor Activities at 
University College, Bangor, has 
brought a wealth of experience 
to back up this book, and it 
shows. 
I must admit that, as a severe 
critic of recent trends in moun
tain training, I approached this 
book with considerable scep
ticism, if not bias. I expected a 
prosaic discourse on methods 
and techniques, stolid dogma, 
do's and don't's, advanced 
courses for this, certification 
training for that, in fact the whole 
rigid and structured world that 
the instructors and their masters 
have produced. The book has all 
of this, but, although it is super
ficially irritating, it somehow 
fails to jar in detail. Roscoe has 
brought a subtle personal touch 
to his advice, and one begins to 
respect his professionalism and 
his concern for the minutiae of 
instruction. 
Yet, though I have every con
fidence in Roscoe's personal 
ability to avoid the more sterile 
aspects of mountain training, I 
fear that his book will fail to make 
any significant contribution to
wards arresting the general 
trend. For example, I was filled 
with foreboding by an initial 
premise in the discussion on be
laying : 

"With the advent of the M.I. C. 
it was realized that there was 
a need for a nationally accep
ted system ... so that some 
standardization of teaching 
systems throughout the coun
try can be achieved". 

It doesn't matter how often the 
instructors and the M.L.T.B. 
people put their hands on their 
hearts and assure us that they all 
respect variation, the inescapable 
conclusion is still that 'standardi
zation' is their real aim. The result 
can only be thousands of stan
dard climbers pouring off the 
mountain centre production lines 
all over the country. Surely this is 
not the result we all want? 
Unfortunately Roscoe's book 
will probably do much to main
tain the status quo. Indeed, its 
air of concise authority is likely 
to make it a standard work that 
will be slavishly followed. One 
might have more hope if Roscoe 
had urged instructors to freshen 
up their interest from time to 
time, by climbing for pleasure 
and mixing with the wider climb
ing world as a normal part of their 
Professionalism. However, al
though there is some suggestion 
of this in the hillcraft section, 

such advice is conspicuously 
absent in the rest of the book. 
I found few points to fault from 
a technical standpoint in the 
book. The author's main aim in 
teaching rock-climbing - to see 
that students get a good back
ground in belaying, ropework 
and protection - is creditable, 
though I would have liked to 
have seen a little more stress 
placed on the sheer fun of climb
ing. Indeed the absence of this is 
one of the most serious weak
nesses of the book. Admittedly, 
Roscoe insists that training must 
be regarded as unfinished unless 
novices are given some expe
rience of leading. But then he 
continues and reveals the world 
of fantasy into which many of the 
instructors have strayed ; he 
states, virtually without qualifi
cation, that only M.1.A.C.s (all 60 
of them) have the skill and ex
perience to teach novices how 
to lead on rock. "The M.I.C. is 
not sufficient in this case" he 
claims. All this, of course, is pre
posterous, and it clearly reveals 
the nonsense that can be genera
ted when one tries to lay down 
codes of practice in a sport like 
mountaineering. There are a 
number of other examples like 
this, where glints of dogma (e.g. 
helmets should be worn at all 
times) bring the book perilously 
close to absurdity. 
Other points are understressed. 
The placement of runners could 
have been dealt with more 
thoroughly, given that a prime 
cause of injury is often the in
ability to place a line of runners 
that won't unzip. Rope-handling 
both before and during the 
climb, to avoid snagging and 
knitting, is also overlooked. At 
best this causes frustrating de
lays, at worst it can leave a leader 
dangerously stranded while the 
second tries to free the jammed 
slack rope that he has impru
dently dangled down the cliff. 
Also understressed is the need 
for careful technique while des
cending loose gullies after a 
climb. The mention of aid
climbing, particularly in instruc
tion, but also in relation to the 
M.I.A.C. Course (where appli
cants are supposed to have done 
A3 climbs), is unwelcome, 
especially as the B.M.C. has 
recently decided that aid-climb
ing has no role in instruction and 
should be left for climbers to 
discover for themselves. 
More knowledgeable readers 
will no doubt be able to find 
further flaws, but on the whole, 
within its terms of reference, the 

book is well written and com
petent. It is grotesquely over
priced, and the photographs and 
diagrams are pretty uninspiring, 
but this doesn't really matter as 
the text is so readable. 
It is the underlying rationale, and 
its likely effect in exaggerating 
unwelcome trends, that gives the 
main cause for concern. Pro
viding instructors understand 
this, the book can only work for 
the good, but if they continue to 
ignore the criticisms that have 
been levelled against them, this 
book will serve merely to en
trench them further in their 
reaction. 
Ken Wilson 

Glasgow Outcrops 

Edited by the Publisher 

Highrange Sports: £1.00 

Competition in the rock guide 
industry is a new phenomenon 
in Scotland, compared with the 
established cut-throat situation 
down south. Macinnes changed 
all that with Scottish Climbs 
1 and 2, and even now friend
ships are made and broken 
over his controversial guides. 
The trend continues (albeit in 
the less important outcrop 
scene) with the Highrange 
Sports publication of Glasgow 
Outcrops following close on 
the heels of Western Outcrops 
(Nevisport: £1.10). 
It may be invidious to compare 
the two, especially for this 
reviewer with friends in both 
camps, but it is obviously una
voidable. Both books have 
merit, and it is a pity that the 
various factions have not com
bined to give us one really 
first-class guide. 
The crags chosen for treatment 
are by no means common to 
both, and this is where the 
reader has a choice. Both in
clude Dumnarton Rock, the 
Whangie, Loudon Hill and Ben 
An. Peculiar to Western Out
crops are the pleasant Quad
rocks at Largs, and to Glasgow 
Outcrops, Craigmore Crag (near 
Glasgow), Meikle Ross (no
where near Glasgow) and 
some scruffy little affairs. The 
omission of Craig more from 
Western Outcrops seems a 
serious error, if we are to be
lieve that this crag is "the 
finest in the Glasgow area if 
not in the whole Midland Valley 
of Scotland" - time and a few 
opinions, please! Glasgow 
Outcrops gives but a passing 
mention to the Dumbarton 

Rock Boulders, ignoring the 
fact that by far the most 
climbing is done on them, not 
on the main face, 
And so into the jungle of grad
ings ... here, the books laugh 
at each other: one uses the 
traditional system, plus a 
graded list; the other uses all 
this combined with a numerical 
system. Only one thing is not 
in dispute - that the two 
schools are irreconcilable. This 
pundit supports the traditional 
system, accompanied by a good 
list, if only because simple 
jungles are less tiresome and 
climbers definitely find it easier 
to agree on a climb's approxi
mate place in a list. They will 
never agree on actual difficulty, 
if the system is too finely 
divided. Besides, advance de
tailed knowledge of difficulty 
could remove the essential 
'unknown' from rock, in the 
same way as the marks left by 
chalk users. True, some un
suspecting climbers will come 
to a sticky end on routes be
yond them, but this has, does, 
and will happen regardless of 
the system used. Grading can 
never be an exact science, so 
perhaps we should relax a bit 
and take it less seriously. 
Pawky Glasgow humour is a 
refreshing feature of both 
books, even down to the 
standard jokes about the S.M .C 
The prize for (unconscious) 
humour goes to Glasgow Out
crops for its strange 'Wind Chill 
Chart', which bears the solemn 
message: "Important I Always 
keep this chart handy, don't be 
caught out". The mind boggles 
at the image of some cautious 
brass monkey, guidebook in 
hand, thermometer and anemo
meter stowed in embarrassing 
places, in a tizzy of indecision 
on a cold day, half-way up 
some Glasgow crag! 
Concerning price: Highrange's 
publication costs marginally 
less, but has more in it. Pre
sumably, Highrange is selling at 
cost price, while Nevisport is 
adding a retailer's margin so 
that other retailers can sell the 
book as well. It's all a matter of 
swings and roundabouts ... 
So, where does this leave the 
hapless consumer of guide
books? It's simple - you buy 
both or neither. 
Bill Skidmore .A 
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Why splint 
your back? 

-

YAKPAKs are all cloth, wholly soft. Your YAKPAK 
is one with you, hugging you like your old teddy 
bear and flexing when you climb with the sure 
firmness of a new rope. A YAKPAK doesn't bounce 
or sway, it lets you make the moves. After a while 
your YAKPAK becomes one of the things you trust 
other than yourself . 

Technical specifications: Capacity 4000 cu . ins. 
and 50 lbs.; top access 40 ins. circumf., lower 
access 38 ins. semi-circular (against back), both 
zippered; stitching, triple no. 16 Dacron or Nylon, 
8-10/ in . 

Choices: Six models, wts . 32 to 50 oz ., priced $39 
to $79. Featuring shielded crampon carrier, 
integral flush-mounted hammer holster and 
streamlined pockets, depending on model. 

Our catalog is free in North America; elsewhere, 
$1 US (refundable with purchase) . We are 
interested in supplying major expeditions. 

YAKPAK 
TM 

Soft and huggy. 
The Yak Works 

P.O. Box 70256-B 
Seattle, WA. 98107 USA 

Climbwitlt,~ 
GYHA 

Whatever clothing or equipment you need 
for your next climbing holiday, the chances 
are we have it. Top quality and economy 
lines. All at fair prices-and backed by 
as much free help and advice as you want. 
Call in or telephone for the full facts . 
or a copy of our climbing catalogue. 

c;yHA eve.(tone~ climbing ceritre 
London : 29 John Adam Street, WC2 01-839 1722 
Birmingham: 35 Cannon Street, 82 021-643 5180 
Manchester: 36/38 Fountain Street, M2 061-834 7119 

~ YHA Services Ltd 
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LETTERS 
Educational Climbing: 
Longland's Fallacy 

from Peter Wood 

Dear Sir, 
Sir Jack Long land's defence of 
"educational climbing" is a 
specious one. He simply calls 
every well-tried, traditionally 
familiar introduction to climb
ing a form of " educational 
climbing" , thus emptying the 
term of any specific meaning. 
Citing the examples of school
masters taking lads out on the 
hills and the activity of univer
sity clubs, Sir Jack telescopes 
them all together and says "all 
of these training methods were 
more or less organized ven
tures in " educational climbing". 
But were they? And surely the 
degree of organization is pre
cisely the point at issue in the 
minds of Sir Jack's critics? 
First, many of those who start 
climbing at school would hard
ly maintain they had undergone 
"training methods" or anything 
so pretentious. It is equally 
doubtful whether university 
clubs, even when Sir Jack was 
an actively climbing member, 
ever "developed" anything so 
formal as "programmes for 
turning novices into leaders". 
Finally, he equates the public 
school and Oxbridge reading 
and climbing parties led by 
Young and others at Pen-y-Pass 
with today's outdoor activity 
"programmes" . Such a feat of 
abstraction is unreal. 

Sir Jack Langland - now 
under expert criticism 

For someone who believes, in 
a freedom-loving way, that the 
hills are for everyone from 
shepherds to schoolboys, Sir 
Jack shows an odd preoccupa
tion in his vocabulary with 
methods, programmes, organi
zation, training, certification 
and, presumably, with the in
evitable loss of freedom that 

submission to these entails. 
The explanation lies, perhaps, 
in his avowed admiration for 
the~reat Kurt Hahn. Dr Hahn 
developed the Outward Bound 
idea - as he himself explained 
some years ago - because of 
what he felt was the inade
quacy of young lives in peace
time conditions. 
He felt that those youngsters 
unfortunate enough to be de
nied the educational experience 
of living through stirring times 
of war and crisis could get a 
comparable experience fighting 
the mountains and the waves, 
rescuing people and performing 
bold deeds. Dr Hahn called this 
sort of outdoor activity "the 
moral equivalent of war" . 
Sir Jack should perhaps explain 
to the untutored amongst us 
whether he thinks that to reject 
such ideas as these is arrogant? 
He is not only strange com
pany, but for an enlightened 
member of the educational es
tablishment he uses a strange 
logic. 
Perhaps we simpler climbers 
ought not to trust what he is 
telling us after all? 
Yours faithfully, 
Peter Wood (Penrith) 

Safety in danger: the 
Educational Paradox 

from Robin Hodgkin (Lecturer 
in Educational Studies at 
Oxford University) 

Dear Sir, 
All that Sir Jack Long land says 
(see letter in Mountain 52) 
about how we learned to climb 
is true, but he does not touch 
the central, contemporary issue. 
This is to do with individuals in 
an open society and the choice 
which we all face between 
more rules and more responsi
bility. Here is a typical case: 
children who go to the Welsh 
hills from the I.L.E.A. centres are 
not allowed to leave the tarmac 
unless they are accompanied by 
a teacher with a ... you know 
what. I happened to meet the 
senior official concerned with 
this ruling in County Hall recent
ly and he said: "But of course, 
we must have something to fall 
back on in case anything should 
go wrong". 
Under Geoffrey Young's eye 
we were influenced not to take 
foolish risks and in more posi 
tive ways too. But there was 
nothing resembling the absurd 
ity of rules about who went 
where. There were a few cus-

toms and minor rituals but it 
was skill, judgement and ach 
ievement that that we were 
after - all part of our initiation 
into a tradition, at the centre 
of which were a few people 
whom we admired and who 
seemed to have been particu
larly successful in holding the 
balance between daring and 
good judgement (Jack was 
eminently one of these). We 
willingly, almost passionately, 
accepted (and criticized) the 
mountain way of life. In the 
I.LE.A. case, however, and in 
many others like it, there is a 
crucial contradiction - the ad
mission of a public demand for 
'safe adventure' - a false notion 
which soon contaminates 
mountain activities in educa
tion. The falsehood, note well, 
is not spoken by a person but 
is implicit in the system. But 
the young get the message. 
The wider issue, so often ig
nored, is the creeping influence 
of bureaucracy and one of its 
manifestations - 'the diploma 
disease' - as it gradually en
croaches on our lives and lays 
its fat hands on our schools. 
Mercifully there are many indi
viduals who resist, but never
theless our institutions are be
coming less personal, less free 
and, at the same time, more 
standardized and 'safe'. Of 
course some aspects of our 
lives must be safe - bound by 
rules and procedures. Railway 
lines and chemists' shops 
would not be much good if 
they weren't, nor, though in 
lesser degree, would road 
transport; so we certainly need 
reliable bureaucrats and quan
tifiers. But all true cultural acti
vity, all enlargement of vision 
involves skill, responsible judge
ment and risk - risk of error, of 
foolishness and even of death. 
Such innovation and discovery 
take place in the spaces which 
'they' leave open. 
I enjoyed Rod Bullock's cri de 
coeur (Mountain 51) , but he 
was mistaken to say that tea
chers must "remove all possible 
danger" . There is a place for 
limited risk-taking even in pri 
mary schools ; while for adoles
cents some challenge and 
stress and risk are essential if 
education is to generate value 
and vitality. We need more 
Outward Bound Schools and 
White Halls and better public 
understanding of their task. 
Whenever adventure is sought, 
whether in an original dramatic 
production at school, on a 
weekend expedition, or on 
Mount McKinley, the judging 
of risks must be, and must be 
seen to be in the hands of res
ponsible individuals whose ac
tions speak louder than any 
words, rules or certification 
schemes. Such individuals 
thrive in, and are judged by, the 
small groups with whom they 
work and that is how standards 
are raised ; not by tightening up 

some test or selection proce
dures. It is all part of a big na 
tional and post-industrial prob
lem: do we want adventure 
constrained by responsibility; 
or safe thrills? 
Yours etc., 
Robin Hodgkin (Oxford) 

Rowell Overstates Kara
koram Access Problems 

from Malcolm Howells 

Dear Sir, 
While not wishing to criticize 
the style and presentation of the 
article, 'Baltoro Odyssey' 
(Mountain 49), I would like to 
take up Galen Rowell's highly 
emotive criticizms of the Paki 
stani Authorities and the Balti 
porters, which were laced with 
totally unnecessary snide re
marks. Of course there are 
difficulties with the approach 
flight to Skardu, but I for one 
was heartily grateful that the 
P.I.A. did wait until the weather 
was right for the dangerous 
crossing near Nanga Parbat. 
Rowell's flippant comments 
about the P.I.A. were uncalled 
for,,and one is surprised to find 
them in a serious magazine. 
They do give some clue as to 
why the Pakistani Authorities 
did not fall over themselves to 
help him or his companions. 
The clear message of this article 
is that Pakistani incompetence 
was to blame for the Americans' 
poor showing on K2, in fact 
there is every reason to think 
that the Americans themselves 
made a mess of things. Accord
ing to Rowell, their route was 
essentially impossible, despite 
a reconnaissance expedition 
made in the previous year (un
mentioned by Rowell, but see 
news item in Mountain 45). It 
is also stated that ·"serious per
sonality schisms developed". 
After the critical remarks made 
about the Balti porters early in 
the article, it was rather bad 
taste to suggest (p. 28, para . 4) 
later that the Americans were 
somehow the Balti 's best friends. 
I feel that it is unwise to allow 
your pages to be used for this 
kind of emotive discussion. We 
should remember that climbers 
are the guests of Pakistan and, 
if we must criticize our hosts, 
the least we can do is to be as 
polite and accurate as possible. 
Having just returned from an 
expedition to the Baltoro re
gion, I can report that the 
situation has greatly improved. 
Even the Skardu flights are better, 
as more aircraft are flying on 
the good days. Furthermore, 
we experienced no problems 
with our porters and had a 
first -class liaison officer. 
Yours sincerely, 
Malcolm Howells (Manchester) 

Sir Martin Conway 

from Louis Baume 

Dear Sir, 
I would like to take issue with 
Galen Rowell on a few of the 
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errors contained in his other
wise entertaining article, 
'Baltoro Odyssey' (Mountain 
49). I refer in particular to his 
derisive sketch of Martin 
Conway. 
I am surprised that Rowell, as 
a student of Karakoram history, 
should be apparently so super
ficial and so lacking in historical 
perspective in his reading of 
Conway. Conway, the "profes
sor of art" who led his "first 
mountaineering expedition in 
1892", was already a person of 
some eminence when he set 
out for the Karakoram. He was 
indeed Professor of Art at 
University College in Liverpool, 
and by then had at least seven 
books to his credit, apart from 
some four early guidebooks to 
the Alps. He had been elected 
to the Alpine Club in 1877 (at 
the age of twenty-one). By the 
time he left for the Karakoram, 
he had twelve Alpine seasons 
behind him and had travelled 
extensively in Europe, the 
Middle East and Asia Minor. 

Conway was knighted in 1895. 
Although the ostensible reason 
was recognition of his remark
able work as a traveller, the 
truer reason was political : he 
was standing as Liberal candi
date for Bath at the forthcoming 
General Election and it suited 
Rosebery, the Prime Minister, 
to recommend his knighthood 
to the Queen. Sir Martin Con
way was justifiably elected to 
the Presidency of the Alpine 
Club in 1902 (after twenty-five 
years of eminent membership); 
he was not made a Baron -
thus becoming Lord Conway -
until 1931 when, at the age of 
75 and after a lifetime of great 
public service, he retired from 
Parliament. Conway's expedi
tion of 1892 was one of the 
earliest made to the little known 
Baltoro region, and it achieved 
what was probably the most 
extensive exploration to date. 
It is easy to deride his failure 
to climb the Golden Throne -
not the only failure in Hima
layan climbing - and his nam
ing the highest point reached 
as 'Pioneer Peak', but looked at 
objectively and within the con
text of the period, this one 
ascent was no small accom
plishment. What relevance the 
Atacama Indians have to Con
way's ascent - or for that 
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matter the Ayamara or the 
Quechua - I really fail to 
understand. 
Finally, if Galen Rowell wishes 
to make a comparison between 
the books written by Ecken
stein (a man who succeeded in 
quarrelling with almost every
one) and by Conway, he should 
at least compare like with like. 
Eckenstein's book was called 
The Karakoram and Kashmir and 
Conway's, Climbing and Explor
ation in the Karakoram-Hima
!ayas. Which it was. Honi soit qui 
ma! y pense. 
Yours faithfully 
Louis Baume (Bloxham) 

Cicerone's Lancashire 
Guide 
from Prof. Peter Check/and 
Dear Sir, 
I would like to criticize the new 
Lancashire guide as a nasty, 
rip-off job by Cicerone Press. 
The criticism is not aimed at 
Les Ainsworth, who has a 
sensible attitude towards guide
book editing, and who was in 
part responsible for the excel
lent Rocksport guide which the 
new guide replaces. 
Why 'nasty'? First, because the 
guide is poorly printed on low 
quality paper. Second, because 
the layout is an overcrowded 
and ugly mess. Third, because 
the binding is such that after 
only a few visits to the crags 
the book disintegrates. 
Why 'rip-off'? Because a price of 
£2 is outrageous, given the 
nasty elements listed above. How 
can I establish this point? By 
pointing to another, similar 
guide which is real value for 
money: Colin Mortlock's guide 
to Pembrokeshire (which will 
not sell as well as the Lancashire 
guide) is well printed and well 
set out, on good quality paper. 
Though the binding is the 
same, it seems to have been 
done better, as the book stays 
in one piece. It has 160 pages 
as opposed to Lancashire's 136. 
The cover displays a good 
colour photo, which is far more 
worthwhile than the four 
gloomy pictures that Cicerone 
give us. And finally, unlike 
Lancashire, it does not boost 
its revenue by including adverts. 
Pembrokeshire was published 
in 1974 at a mere 60p ! Infla
tion is a good excuse, but it 
cannot explain the difference 
between 60p and £2 in one 
year. The publishers of Mort
lock's guide are H. G. Walters 
Ltd., of Tenby. They deserve a 
medal. Cicerone deserves a 
boycott. 
Yours faithfully, 
Peter Checkland (Lancaster) 
Walt Unsworth of Cicerone 
Press comments: 
Professor Checkland's intem
perate remarks are founded on an 
abysmal ignorance of the sub
ject and I suggest he sticks to 
his cloistered, academic world. 
The factors influencing the 
final cost of a guidebook are 

many and complicated, but 
suffice it to say that all Cicerone 
Press books offer value for 
money, which is why many top 
climbing names such as 
Clough, Macinnes, Cunningham, 
March, Howard, and Rouse 
write for us and why the climbing 
public buy our books in large 
numbers. 

The Chapel Head Scar Issue 

from Walt Unsworth (Cicerone 
Press) 

Dear Sir, 
Your comments in Mountain 50 
about the omission of Chapel 
Head Scar from the recent 
Lancashire guidebook leaves 
readers with the impression that 
it was done simply because 
climbing was not allowed on 
the crag. This is not the case: 
in fact, the guide details several 
outcrops where climbing is not 
officially allowed. 
Chapel Head Scar was a dif
ferent case entirely - possibly 
unique. The sad fact is that 
some of the pioneers of this 
fine crag were over-enthusia
stic in their 'gardening' and 
resorted to wholesale butchery 
of the environment in their 
quest for routes. This angered 
not only the owner, but a fair 
number of the local population 
as well. The fact that there is a 
nature conservancy on top of 
the cliff was incidental, though 
it didn't help matters. Indepen
dent observers from the B.M.C. 
went to inspect the damage in 
the hope that the reports were 
exaggerated, but came away 
appalled. 
At the height of the row, the 
new guidebook was due to ap
pear. If Chapel Head Scar had 
been included, many more 
climbers would have gone there 
(despite printed warnings) and 
exacerbated the most serious 
access problem there has been 
since the old days on the 
Roches. Under these circum
stances, to adopt a policy of 
'publish and be damned' would 
have been the height of edi
torial irresponsibility. 
Because no publicity was given 
to the crag, tempers cooled, 
and I understand that the 
owner and the Lakeland area 
committee of the B.M.C. have 
reached rapport over access. 
No doubt, others can give you 
more precise information on 
this, but I believe it is the 
naturalists who are still object
ing. The problem will be looked 
at again when the guidebook 
is due for reprinting. 
Yours sincerely, 
Walt Unsworth (Manchester) 

Canine Alpine Research 

from Laura and Guy Waterman 

Dear Sir, 
We are compiling research on 
mountain ascents and unusual 
climbing achievements by dogs. 
If readers of Mountain have 
information on dogs who have 
climbed major peaks anywhere in 
the world, or performed other 
unusual climbing achievements, 
we would be very grateful to 
receive it. 
Yours etc. 
Laura and Guy Waterman, 
East Corinth, Vermont 05040, 
U.S.A. 

Safe Abseiling from Chocks 

from Robert Crichton 

Dear Sir, 
Bill Birch's letter on this subject 
in Mountain 51 was a little too 
cautious. I have been forced to 
do this several times and there is 
no real problem as long as a con
stant pressure is maintained on 
the anchor, and the abseiler 
doesn't bounce about during his 
descent. 
Two hints might be worth noting: 
(a) Place a slightly larger chock 
facing up, and a smaller one 
facing down. 
(b) Lace the two chocks into one 
loop as shown in the diagram. 

In this way the force of the sling 
has the effect of pulling the two 
chocks tighter together and 
forming a secure wedge. 
Yours sincerely, 
Robert Crichton (Edmonton, 
Alta) 

Alaska Incident 

Editorial Clarification 

The letter in Mountain 51, refer
ring to an incident in Talkeetna, 
Alaska, may have given the im
pression (if combined with the 
news item on Page 12) that 
Doug Scott and Dougal Haston 
were involved. This was not the 
case; Scott and Haston left 
Alaska several weeks before the 
incident. A 

I'/ Telex 2217 
L SV[RRAIR . . Te_lephones 28011 and 28420 

Veterans in flying exped1t1ons 
Swithin Iceland and from Iceland to Greenland. 

We undertake to arrange for your helicopter 
transportation upon your arrival in Kulusuk and Mestersvig. 

Sverrair. Air charter and sightseeing 
Reykjavik Airport, Iceland. 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, M ountaineering and Ski-ing 
Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic, Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C) 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S). 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience. 
21 Bishop Street, 
Kelvin Grove. 
Tel. 356.8393 or 356.8194 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., Ltd ., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354 (C) (M) (S). 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
216 Hereford Street. 
Tel. 67-148 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W.,41 
Tel. 403.283.5551 (C) (M) (S). 
Alberta: Calgary 
Fresh Air Experience, 
720 17th Avenue S.W. 
Tel. 403.261.7900 (C) (M) (S). 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 225. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Alpine Crafts Equipment, 
1286 Kingsway. 
Tel. 604.879.7431 (M). 

Ontario: Toronto 
Margesson's Sports Ltd., 
17 Adelaide Street, E. 
Tel.416.366.2741 (C) (M) (S). 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
Tsat Tsz Mui Post Office Box 73, 

, UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 
Belfast: Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S). 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S). 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180 
Birmingham 
Pindisports, 
27 /29 Martineau Square. (S). 
Tel. 021.236.9383 

Birmingham 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, (C). 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road. Tel. 021.454.8771 
Blackburn 
Mountain Craft Limited, 
18 Darwen Street 
Tel. 0254.57688 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, Manchester Rd 5 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 

Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157 
Bristol 
Pindisports, 
5 Welsh Back, 
Tel. 0272.211577 
Bristol 
Blacks of Greenock, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0272.23166 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre (C). 
22 High Street, Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate. 
Tel. 0246.68203 
Croydon 
Pindisports, 
1098 Whitgift Centre. 
Tel. 01.688.2667 
Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd ., 
29 High North Gate (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road . (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0302.67755 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd ., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre. 
Tel. 0302.21297 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 / 2 
Dundee 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
93-117 Princes Street. (C). 
Tel. 0382.43766 

Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 (C) (S). 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M). 
Tel. 041.332.4814 
Glasgow 
Blacks of Greenock, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4007 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061.368.1558 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.33045 
Leeds 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
21 / 22 Grand Arcade. (C). 
Tel. 0532.458634 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road. (S). 
Tel. 0533.25235 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051.709.6912 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43a Harrington Street, 2. 
Tel. 051 .236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Pindisports, 
14/ 18 H olborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.242.3278 
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London, Acton 
Pindisports, 
373/5 Uxbridge Road, W.3. 
Tel. 01.992.6642 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01.723.5252 
London 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Tel. 01.839.1722 (S). 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
309 Brompton Road, S.W.3. 
Tel. 01.581.2127 (S) (M). 

London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.7541 / 2 
London 
Blacks of Greenock, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.4426 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S). 

Manchester. Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. ( C). 
Tel. 061.748.6408 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119 
Manchester 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles), 
177 Westgate Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0632.23903 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 

Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
15 Westlegate. 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 
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Oxford 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Queen Street. 
Tel. 0768.4505 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn . Tel. 0705.29410 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793 
Rochdale 
Jeff Connor Outdoor Centre, 
120/ 122 Drake Street. 
Tel. 0706.342062 (C) (M). 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 

Stoke-on- Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 021.556.0802 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 021.553.1670 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
6 High Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012 

York 
The Scout and Guide Shop, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567 

EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut Ltd., 
28 Stephen Street Lower, 2. 
Tel. 0001.781 .358 .(C) (M) 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 177 
Oslo 
Sport Co. A/ S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

SWEDEN 
Falun 
Heimers Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
Verkstadsvagen 15. 
Tel. 023.34060 
Stockholm 
Wulf-Heimers Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
Karlbergsvagen 40. 
Tel. 08.34.57.55 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 
Dolfisport, 
Snemandsvej la, 
2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 01.94.87.94 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 (C) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel. 415.845.8600 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
2160 University Avenue, 94704. 
Tel. 415.848.7866 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703 
Tel. 415.849.0735 
California: Campbell 
Mountain Life, (C) (M) (S). 
2513 Winchester Boulevard, 
95008. Tel. 408.374.7777 
California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A16-2 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745 (C) (S). 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110 (C) (M) (S) . 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011. 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) . 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917 (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds, 
443 12th Street, 92101. 
Tel. 714.232.2167 (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel.805.541.1533 (C) (M) (S). 

California: San Francisco 
The Smilie Co. (C) (M) (S). 
575 Howard Street, 
94105. Tel. 415.421.2459 
California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd ., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408 (C) (M) (Sl. 

California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
1750 30th Street, 80301. 
Tel. 303.442.3551 (M) (S) . 
Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.4791 (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. Tel. 303.377.2783 
(C) (M) (S). 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.3373 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M). 
Colorado: Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd., 
80227. Tel. 303.986.5541 
(C) (M) (S). 

Connecticut : West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S). 

Georgia: Atlanta 
Appalachian Mountaineering, 
1544 Piedmont Avenue, 30324. 
Tel. 404.874.4323 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall, 83704 
Tel. 208.376.3731 (S) (C) . 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133 (C) (M) (S). 

► 



SKI MOUNTAINEER ING 
Two courses to be run i n th e Alps in 1977 under th e supervision of an 
experienced ski mou ntaineer and qualifi ed mountaineering instru ctor : 

1. 7th- 13th Apri l. Introductory course in the Otztal. 
2. 15th-21st April. Advanced course in th e Bern ese Oberl and fo r peop le who 
w ant to become use ful members of a guideless party. 

Deta iled informat ion sheets from: 
Peter Cliff, 14 M elvi ll e Terrace, Edinburgh EH9 1 LY. 

FOR SALE - NEW FROM THE MAKERS 

MACINNES MASSEY ICE AXES 
SIZES 22 ", 24 " & 26 " 

£16 each Carriage paid U,K, 
Wrightstock Limited, Worsley, M28 4LB, Tel, 061-793 8429 

DUNLOPRUFE NYLON MATERIAL, zips (6" to 96"), th read, eye lets, 
buck les, w ebbing, velcro, press studs. Patterns for rucsac, bivi - tent. For 
pri ces : stamp please, Tor Sales, 5 Lyndon Grove, Runcorn, WA7 SPP. 

Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832 (C) (M) (S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S). 

Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Avenue South, 55454 
Tel. 612.339.3433 (C) (M) (S). 

Montana: Hamilton 
Expeditions International, 
P,O, Box 1040. 
Tel. 406.363.3440 
N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 
N.H.: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street, 03262. 
Tel. 603.745.2767 (M) (S) . 
New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc., 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
Tel. 716.837.3300 (C) (M) (S) . 

New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868 (C) (M) (S). 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S). 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838 (C) (M) (S) . 

Oregon : Corvallis 
Recreational Sports Warehouse, 
311 S.W. Madison, 97330. 
Tel. 503.752.5612 (C) (M) (S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
880 W. Lancaster Avenue, 19010 
Tel. 215.527.3616 

Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701. 
Tel. 717.326.6537 (C) (M) (S) . 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 

Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101 (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623 (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
501 E. Pine Street, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.0501 (C) (S) . 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020 (C) (M) (S) . 
Washington: Wenatchee 
Asplund's Ski Touring, 
1544 N. Wenatchee Ave., 98801. 
Tel. 509.662.6539 (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347 (S). 
Wyoming : Casper 
Cross Country Mountaineering, 
128 W. Second, 82601 . 
Tel. 307 237.2071 (C) (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S). 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C). 
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A mountain jacket (left) giving strength combined with long life. 
* Amply cut hood has a wired front as well as a draw-cord. 

* Heavyweight flat-toothed nylon zip gives two way 
opening protected by a velcro closed flap. 

* Two side pockets, made from lightweight nylon, are 
separate from the inside of the jacket to cut down on 
stitching through the material. 

* These pockets are zipped, with ring pulls, for easier 
operation when wearing gloves - nylon flaps over the 
zips for greater weather proofing. 

* Additional ventilation can be gained through the adjustable 
cuffs which are fastened with velcro. 

* Seams are flat fell sewn so that water is shed off the 
garment, with the shoulders and sleeve tops being 
seam-free. 

* All main seams are doped. 

BeCK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
Handmade of neoprene nylon, the best iron buckles 
and copper belt rivets, hand set with our own speci al 
tool . Neoprene nylon does not ice up . Heat sealed 
edges provide further protection against ice build up . 
Will not stretch. No-time-limit guarantee. 
Makers of the famous Chouinard Crampon Straps. Write for free catalog. 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS - BOX 1038 
CRESCENT CITY, CALIFORNIA 95531 

Tieoneon. 
And hang one up. 

This ill ustra tion plus three others are reproduced in 
a seven color, 16" x 24" poster. It's dynamite and, it's yours 
for only one dol lar. Send to: Mammut Climbi ng Ropes, Dept. 2, 
1234 Fifth Street, Berkeley, Ca li fornia 94710, USA. 
Technica l information available. Dealer inquiries invited. 

A division of The North Face. 

Light 8l Free 
from Forrest 

Mountaineering 
discover 

the 
versatile 

We also offer a new lightweight Leg Loop/Swami 
Belt combination and a complete nut selection. And 
don't miss the magic of our new multi-purpose clean 

climbing tool - the BAM NUT. 

tmrr~~, 
1517 Platte St., Denver, Colorado 80202 

(303) 433-3373 
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NEW 
SPICIAIL 
~ "Something for everyone" , 

''ROCKMAN'' 

Chouinard Hexcentrics 
The world's most popular nuts. 
Prices slashed on current stocks. 

No. l 
Loose -
On wire £1 
Post Free 

Just arrived! 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
50p 60p 70p 80p 90p 90p £1 

£1 £1 £1.15 £1.30 -

Hexcentrics No.10 £1.79, No.11 £2.22 (loose) 

'Stoppers' by Simond 
Simond are now producing stoppers to the same 
design as Chouinard. They are equivalent quality 
but much more reasonably priced. 

No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Loose - 60p 60p 90p 90p 
On wire 90p 90p 90p £1.20 £1.20 £1.20£1.20-
Post Free 

Karabiners 
Bonaiti 2500 Kg Lightweight alloy. 
Normal price: £1.75p each 
4 for only £5.00 + 75p P + P 
25 for only £29.00 + 75p P + P 

Rope 
A direct bulk purchase make these the lowest 
2rices in Britain, UIAA approved. 
11mm x 45mm (150ft) £29.95 + £1 P + P 
9mm x 90mm (300ft) £49.95 + £1 P + P 

J.B. Helmets 
(Shop soiled) £8.99 + 75p P + P 

Tecnica Super Guides 
£29.95 + £1.00 P + P 

E.B.'s 
£14.95 + 75p P + P 

Galibier BB's 
£~£13.95 (limited stocks) + £1.00 P + P 

Asolo 
Supercervino £49.00 + £1.00 P + P 
Unbeatable value Alpine climbing boot. Fully 
stiffened, vibram sole. Full grain galuser leather. 
Norwegian stitching, soft ankle cuff. 

Stop Press!!! 
We now have a manufacturer making top quality 
down sleeping bags and duvets. Come in and see 
our new range at veIT._ comP.etitive P.rices. 



YEAR 
DFPIIII 
at ALPINE SPORTS 

''ICEMAN'' 

Crampon Protectors 50p 
Interalp Baltoro Hammer £6.25 + 75p P + P 

Chouinard Alpine Hammers 
Curved pick, metal shaft and new rubber grip only 
£8.95+ 75pP+P 

lnteralp Monte Rosa Ice Axes 
Alpine Axe. Ash shaft only £10.95 + £1.00 P + P 

Dachstein Mitts (white) £3.25 

Chouinard/Interalp 'Warthog' drive-in ice screw 
£3.50 + a large selection of high quality ice axes from 
Simond/Interalp/Pascall. 

See our prices on Mountain Equipment duvets and 
sleeping bags! Buy now before down price goes up 
again. (Estimated at 50% by: next s2ring!) 

Axes. New prices soon. Buy now at '76 prices while 
stocks last. 

WALKERS AND CAMPERS 

60/ 40 Ultimate Kestrel Jackets £19.95 + 75p P + P. 
Treviso Walking Boots £20.00 (while stocks last). 
Zermatt Walking Boots £14.00 

Bergans Sacs 
20% offl976 prices 
Viking Standard £18.36 
Viking Super £20.19 

Berghaus Sacs 
Monroe~ £11 .95 + 75p P + P (seconds) 

VangoTents 
We have a large stock of pre-price increase tents. 
Ring our Holbom shop (01-405 7541) for details. 

Daimor Sleeping Bags 
Jungfrau£~ £24.95 
Caimgorm long zip £~£30.55 
Monch £~ £29.75 
Monch Convertible £~£42.50 

See our wide range of lightweight backpacking 
tents from Ultimate/Saunders/Walker/Fjallraven. 

We will also carry a range of family frame tents in 
the summer. 

Mail orders to 
10/12 Holbom, London ECl. 
Tel: 01-405 7541. 
Also at 
138 Western Road, Brighton. 
Tel: 0273 2687 4. 
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we can supply 
everything but the mountain! 
We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, Duvets, 
Waterproof Clothing . Specialise in Backpacking Gear. Plus 
over 40 Tents suitable for Mountain use : names like Clog, 
Stubai, Snowdon, Peck, M,S,R,, Bonaiti Cassin, 
Gali bier, Chouinard, Viking, Mammut, Joanny, Ede/rid, 
Troll, Salewa, Optimus, J.B., MOAC, Henri-Lloyd, Helly 
Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, Point Five, Mountain, 
Soppy, G, & H,, Dachstein, Karrimor, Berghaus, Camp 
Trails, Hawkins, Kastinger, Scarpa, Robusta, La 
Dolomite, Blacks. Vango, Saunders. Marecha/, Rohan, 
Turblokken, Springlow, Ranch WE HAVE A 
House, Bergans, Salopettes. SPECIAL CONTRACT 
Before buying yourgear,writeorphoneforour DEPARTMENT 
EXTRAORDINARY COMPETITIV_E FOR CLUB AND 
FREE PRICE LIST offering substan- EDUCATIONAL 
tial savings. Barclaycard/ Access accepted, ORDERS 
We have a large Mail Order Department 
- most items immediate despatch with 7-day AND FOR 
approval service, PERSONAL & DIRECT 

EXPORT 

23/ 25 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex. Tel, (STD 0277) 221259 
Only 10 minutes from Brentwood Station ; 30 minutes from 

London 's Liverpool Street Station (Southend Line) . ---------Please send me your free pnce /!s t. 

Name 

Address 

I 
I 

·- ------ (M01) --· 
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A day/ weekend sac based on the Cyclops Anatomic System, the Cyclops 
Guide is now available in sizes 0, 1, 2, 3, thereby increasing the number 
of people who can benefit from the improved load-carrying principles of 
the Cyclops , 

* The internal frame may be removed when the sac is required for 
climbing. * It is strongly recommended , however, that the frame is used wherever 
possible to achieve optimum performance. * Tapered, slim design for minimum obstruction. * Elasticated lid with differentially cut zipped inside pocket. * Sleeve extension gives improved weatherproof closure. * Metal D-rings on sac lid allow crampon / accessory attachment , * Double nylon base for better abrasion resistance. * Ice axe strap and loop, 

Materials 
7oz. Nylon - Red, Blue 
Sizes : 01, 1, 2, 3 
Capacity : 30 litres 

Weight : 2Ib, 2oz, (958gms,) 
Dimensions: Height: 24" (609mm,) 

Width : 18" (458mm.) at top 

B8R6HJIUS 
34 DEAN STREET 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE1 1PG 
Telephone 23561 

Gr) Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd, c/o 56 Sylvester Road, London N.2, 



WORLD'S 
LEADING 

ROPES 

ACCESSORY CORDS TECHNICAL DATA 
0 4 mm Kg. 300 - 0 8 mm Kg. 1100 
0 5,5 mm. Kg. 550- 0 10 mm Speleo Kg. 1750 
0 7 mm. Kg. 730 - 0 11 mm Speleo Kg. 2450 

ROPES & TAPES 

TECHNICAL DATAS UIAA TESTING REPORT 
Type of Rope Single rope Hall Rope 

Diameters in mm. . . . . . . . . 11 9 
Weight per mts in gr. . . . . . 72 52 
Falls held . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 5 
Impact force in Kp . . . . . . . 820 960 
Initial elongation (under 80 kg) 3,9% 4,8% 
Static breaking strength in Kg. 2340 1760 
Elongation at breaking point(%) 60 60 

REQUIREMENTS for UIAA label APPROVAL 
1) Falling safety : 
The climbing ropes must resist at least 3 consecu
tive falls without breaking. 
INTERALP ropes 11 mm. hold 3 falls ! 9 mm. holds 5 
2) IMPACT FORCE : (maximum force a falling climber 
is exposed to when being held by the rope) 
must not be over than 1200 Kp 
INTERALP ropes are far below this limit with peak 
load of 820/960 kgf. 



Ca Foul Weather Gear this light really be waterproof? 

Paer~tor~ 
makes great looking climbers! 

FROM CLIMBING AND 
SPORTS SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 

PETER STORM ALSO MANUFACTURES: 
Bukflex 'No Sweat' Foul Weather Gear 
PVC on Nylon Foul Weather Gear 
Oiled Wool Sweaters 

Lightweight foul weather gear is superb to wear, but 
only if it is 100% waterproof and tough. That depends 

on "high count" nylon , carefully proofed with 
minimum of six layers of a specially form 

polyurethane coating to fabric and seam 
Peter Storm uses his own uniquely 
polyurethane which assures you 
waterproof featherweight cloth" 

anywhere. It's a Peter St 
That's why Peter S 
written guar.ee 

performs as 
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