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Six of the 
best 
by Camp Trails 
RIDGELi NE This popular economy bag will delight the beginner or 
casual hiker who nevertheless wishes to carry a substantial load . Two 
large outside zip pockets - Nylon tie down cords on storm flap. Made 
in orange weatherproof urethane coated nylon . Medium and large sizes . 
2560 Cu.in. 
CRUISER FRAME The famous cruiser frame that doesn't let you down. 
Alluminium alloy tube, heliarc welded with four cross members gives 
you a frame of incredible strength and lightness - Nylon backband and 
padded shoulder straps make for more comfort and enjoyment. 

MOOSE A specialist bag designed for awkward or unstable loads. Criss 
cross lash cords pull tight to secure load firmly to the frame, as your 
load becomes smaller at the end of the trek. Two large pockets -
hooded zips. Drawstring and cord lock on deep storm flap. 
Extendable top - Green or orange urethane coated nylon. 
Medium and large sizes. 4860 Cu.in. 

SKYLINE CRUISER FRAME Identical to the cruiser frame but with 
the addition of a padded hip belt which places the load comfortably on 
the pelvis, and the floating mounting ensures that jogging of the load 
does not put undue strain on the bone structure. 

TIMBERLINE A large capacity straight 
through bag, made to the usual high Camp 
Trails standards. Five huge pockets with 

hooded zips. Map pocket with Velcro 
fastening - Nylon tie cords on deep storm 
flap . 4230 Cu.in . 

ASTRAL CRUISER Alluminium alloy tube 
- hel iarc welding for strength. Vee bar truss 

to resist diagonal forces. No horizontal 
bar to bang your head . Angled. Pre

stressed bars to distribute stresses 
evenly. FLOATING padded 

hip belt. Adjustable shoulder 
straps. 

Write to Moac for a full 
colour catalogue
then ask your 
dealer for the 
best! 

Mountaineering Activities Limited Wellington Place, Liverpool Road, Manchester M3 4N0 
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we can supply 
everything but the mountain! 
We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, Duvets, 
Waterproof Clothing . Specialise in Backpacking Gear. Plus 
over 40 Tents suitable for Mountain use : names like Clog, 
Stubai, Snowdon, Peck, M.S.R., Bonaiti Cassin, 
Gali bier, Chouinard, Viking, Mammut, Joanny, Ede/rid, 
Troll, Salewa, Optimus, J.B., MOAC, Henri-Lloyd, Helly 
Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, Point Five, Mountain, 
Soppy, G. & H., Dachstein, Karrimor, Berghaus, Camp 
Trails, Hawkins, Kastinger, Scarpa, Robusta, La 
Dolomite, Blacks, Vango, Saunders, Marechal, Rohan, 
Turblokken, Spring low, Ranch WE HAVE A 
House, Bergans, Salopettes. SPECIAL CONTRACT 
Before buying your gear, write or phoneforour DEPARTMENT 
EXTRAORDINARVCOMPETITIV_E FOR CLUB AND 
FREE PRICE LIST offering substan- EDUCATIONAL 
tial savings, Barclaycard/Access accepted. ORDERS 
We have a large Mail Order Department 
- most items immediate despatch with 7-day AND FOR 
approval service. PERSONAL & DIRECT 
Specialists in supplying equipment to EXPORT 
overseas expeditions. 

23/25 Kings Road, Brentwood. Essex, Tel. (STD 0277) 221259 
Only 1 0 minutes from Brentwood Station; 30 minutes from 

London's Liverpool Street Station (Southend Line). ---------Please send me your free pnce /1st. 

Name 

Address 

(M03) 

I 
I 

·- --------· 2 

CYCLOPS 
DE 

A day/ weekend sac based on the Cyclops Anatomic System. the Cyclops 
Guide is now available in sizes 0, 1, 2, 3, thereby increasing the number 
of people who can benefit from the improved load-carrying principles of 
the Cyclops. 

* The internal frame may be removed when the sac is required for 
climbing. * It is strongly recommended, however, that the frame is used wherever 
possible to achieve optimum performance. * Tapered, slim design for minimum obstruction. * Elasticated lid with differentially cut zipped inside pocket. * Sleeve extension gives improved weatherproof closure. * Metal D-rings on sac lid allow crampon/accessory attachment. * Double nylon base for better abrasion resistance. * Ice axe strap and loop. 

Materials 
7oz. Nylon - Red, Blue 
Sizes: 01, 1, 2, 3 
Capacity: 30 litres 

Weight: 2Ib. 2oz. (958gms.) 
Dimensions: Height : 24" (609mm.) 

Width : 18" (458mm.) at top 

B8R6HJIUS 
34 DEAN STREET 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE11PG 
Telephone 23561 



BORROWDALE ROAD, KESWICK 

Our latest special overtrousers with zipped legs which 
make them easy to get on over boots. Full gusseted leg. 

Self adjustable braces allowing ventilation and free 
movement at the waist. 100 % silver lined. Nylon. 

Price £8.45 postage 50p Small, Medium and Large. 
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dual purpose 
jacket 

An outstanding well styled mountain jacket _ 
hardwearing for climbing and smart for casual 
wear. 

• Manufactured in cotton with a double thickness 
over the s~oulders enclosing a proofed nylon 
panel for improved weather resistance. 

* Two waist pockets fastened by press studs. 

* Two chest pockets fastened with velcro for 
easy access. 

* Front zipped closure of the jacket is covered 
by a press stud fastened flap which extends 
to the chin for greater protection. 

* Nylon hood with drawcord folds into the up
right collar which is velcro closed. 

* Reinforced elbows. 

• Adjustable press stud closure at wrist. 

Material : Cotton. Colours: Royal, Red, Orange. 
Sizes: 38" - 46" 

Further details consult: 

B6R6HJIUS 
34 Dean St. Newcastle upon Tyne 

Telephone Newcastle 23561 

YAKPAK makes all 
TM 

the difference. 
A deeply contoured 

frameless sack that doesn't 
splint your back, with the 
most advanced suspension 
in the world , together pro
duce balance and freedom 
of movement unprece
dented by other packs. 

On technical rock or 
ice, or extended jumar 
pitches, a YAKPAK makes 
all the difference in the 
world. For the first time in 
your experience your pack 
rides comfortably and 
doesn't fight your every 
move. You'll never go back 
to the packs you used in 
the past. 

Six models to choose 
from. Zip bivouac exten
sions available. 

Our catalog is free in 
North America. _ Else
where, $1 US (refunded at 
purchase) . 

The Yak Works 
U.S.A. 

P.O. Box 70256-B, Seattle, WA 98107 

Accept the challenge of North America's 
highest peak, 20,320' Mount McKinley. 

Expedition climb with professional guides 
in small parties via the West Butress route. 

This year AME will offer three expeditions to Mount McKinley. 
The tentative dates for the 1977 climbing season are: 

May 2nd, 30th and June 27th. 

The total cost for the 19 to 25 day expedition is 
$950 which includes: 

all transportation between Anchorage and the 
Kahiltna Glacier, high quality food, and all group equipment. 

Write for brochure, equipment 11st and appllcatlon to: 

AVE '"AME for the experience of s lifetime " 

Alaska Mountaineering Expeditions 
Summer: 
T ALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 
April 10 to August 10 

Winter: 
Box 231, Copper Mountain, Colo. 80443 

August 11 to April 9 



Blacks Snowgoose 
••• for the chosen few. 

• 
. . .Comes complete with 

King Size-extra large water-proof 
• Co_vered in Blacks length in use ~30cm polyuretha~e coated 

uniquely durable, (7 ' 6" ) yet weighs only stuff bag 
completely downproof 1.9kg (4Ib 4oz). · 

.Down of this quality 
gives 75% more 'loft' 
even than Blacks 
renowned Icelandic 

• Filled with 1.4 kg
that's three whole 
pounds-of new pure 
white goose down. 

filling . 

'Ripstop' nylon 
-proofed for 
extra protectio:__n ..... _ _..._ 

Blacks sub-zero sleeping bags have earned their 
unbeatable reputation under the toughest conditions, 
being used again and again by internationally known 
explorers and climbers on some of their most 
hazardous expeditions. 

Even in this class, the Snowgoose (illustrated 
above) stands supreme for its perfectionist attention 
to every tiny detail required to ensure true comfort 
at the lowest temperatures. Truly a king of bags, it is 
covered distinctively in royal purple. £120.00 

The Snowgoose is only one of Blacks big range 
of specialist bags, each of which represents 
outstanding quality and value. 

Other Sub-Zero bags (left to right) . 
Snowdrift Karakorum Polar 

Snowdrift same construction as the Snowgoose, 
but filled with all new duck down. £86.00 

Karakorum virtually two sleeping bags, one 
inside the other, nylon covered and filled with High 
Quality goose/ duck down in two separate layers. £77.50 

• Overlap tube quilting 
gives best possible 
compartmentation, 
effectively prevents 
'cold spots: 

• Inner and outer are 
differentially cut to 
allow the down to fully 
loft 

Polar wall-quilted all cotton fabric bag, and 
filled with High Quality goose/duck down. £69.50 

HIGH ALTITUDE TENTS 
TO SPECIAL ORDER ONLY 
The Mcinnes Box Tent 
Designed by climber Hamish Mcinnes for high 
altitude use it 
features a frost 
lining and unique 
sectional alloy 
frame. 

The Nylon Tunnel Tent (Double Skin) 
Used on the'75 and '76 Everest expeditions, it will 

withstand extremes 
of climate and is 
rapidly erected in 
adverse conditions. 

Send for your copy of the 1977 Good Companions 
Catalogue enclosing an 8½p stamp to cover return postage. 
Leaflets on Tunnel and Box tents also available on request. 

Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire, PA14 5XN. 
or Ruxley Corner, Sidcup, Kent DA14 SAG. 

~~~~rby IL Blacks 
of Greenock 

s 
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CAGOU LES 
JACKETS 
OVERTROUSERS 

Brochures showing our range are 
free on request. Please send S.A.f 

G & H Products 
Blackburn R_aad, Birstall, 
Batley,W .VTlrks, Englan 

.. 

.. 

Waterproof Shell Clof:t! ing 
made from Bri - Nylbn, , 

coated with Polyurath'ene and Sili~ ne. 
' 

\, 

B0CK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
Handmade of neoprene nylon, the best iron buckles 
and copper belt rivets, hand set with our own special 
tool. Neoprene nylon does not ice up. Heat sealed 
edges provide further protection against ice build up. 
Will not stretch. No-time-limit guarantee. 
Makers of the famous Chouinard Crampon Straps. Write for free catalog. 

BEC K OUTDOOR PROJECTS - BOX 1038 
CRESC ENT CITY, CALI FORNIA 95531 

neoneon. 
And hang one up. ~- .,, 
~ 11~1,: 

This illustration plus three others are reproduced in 
a seven color, 16" x 24" poster. Ifs dynamite and, ifs yours 
for only one dollar. Send to: Mammut Climbing Ropes, Dept. 2, 
1234 Fifth Street, Berkeley, California 94710, USA. 
Technical information available. Dealer inquiries invited. 

~ A division of The North Face. 
"<'tl>,11<;\i'· 



karrimor 

{1 

Jaguar Classification: Family Felidae, formerly Panthera Onca, now Leo Onca. 
A resident of South America, usually found in jungles, swamps, 

wooded regions, and takes to water easily. 
Attains a length of 1. 7m to 2. 7m and a shoulder height of 0. 7 - 0.Bm; 

it weighs 100 - 160kgs. 

The Karrimor Jaguar feels at home in the mountains, the foothills, 
the deserts, the tundra ....... WHY? 

This rucsac is made on an entirely new concept which has taken 2½years to develop. 
It has all the carrying performance of a pack frame, 

yet all the handling capabilities of a soft pack. 
This Jaguar range has many other distinctive features. 

Distribution is limited to a small number of specialist shops 
and will be available on the 1st March. 

Write for a technical brochure and list of stockists to Mrs. C.R. Long. 

7 



"Something for everyone" 
at ALPINE SPORTS 

''ROCl{MAN'' __ _ 
Chouinard Hexcentrics 
The world's most popular nuts! 
Prices slashed on current stocks 

No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Loose - 50p60p70p80p90p90p £1 
On wire£1 £1 £1 £1.15£1.15-

Just arrived! 
Hexcentrics(loose} No.10 £1.15 No.11 £1.30 

Stoppers by Simond 
Simond are now producing stoppers to 
a similar as Chouinard.They are of 
equivalent quality but much more 
reasonably priced. 

No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Loose - 60p60p90p90p 
On wire 90p90p90p120,120,120,120-

Karabiners 
Bonaiti 2500 kg I ightweight al lay . 
Normal price £1 .75 each 
4 for only £5 
25 for only £29. 

E.B.'s 
Sti 11 only £14.95 

Asolo climbing boot 
Super Cervino £49.00 
Unbeatable value .Alpine climbing boot 
Fully stiffened vibram sole. Full grain 
galuser leather.Norwegian stitching.Soft 
ankle _cuff . 

Rope 
Adirect bulk purchase make these the 
lowest prices in Britain.U IAA approved. 
11 mm x 45metres( 150ft} £29.95 
9mm x 90metres(300ft) £49.95 

J.B. Helmets 
Shop soiled £8.99 

Tecnica Super Guides 
The ideal general mountaineering boot 
for only £29.95 
BULK BUYING 
Alpine sports contract department is now 
open to all Climbing clubs,Education 
Authorities, Outdoor education centres etc. 
Write or ring ( 10 405 7541} Mr. R. Turnbul I 
for details. 

''ICEMAN'' 
Ice Screws 
Chou i nard/I nteralp 'Warthog' drive-in ice screw 
Only £3.50 

Accessories 
Crampon Protectors 50p 
I nteralp Baltoro ice hammer £6.25 
Dachstei n mitts (wh ite)£3.25 

Mountain Equipment 
The preceeding price list shows the latest 
drastic increases in down gear.Fortunately 
we stil I have good stocks at the old prices 
so it makes really good sense to buy now. 

Chouinard Alpine Hammers 
Curved pick, metal shaft and new rubber 
grip. Only £8.95 



''ICEMAN" CONTINUED 

Sport Trek Down Gear 
It must be emphasized that these very low 
prices only apply to our current stocks of 
this superb down equipment. 

Expedition duvet 
Standard duvet 
Down sweater 
Down waistcoat 

£55 78-

£JS,Q8' 

£42.50 
£30.95 
£20.50 
£15.95 

Monte Rosa Ice Axe 
A general alpine axe with steel reinforced 
ash shaft. Only £10.95 

N.B. Ice axe prices are rocketing. Buy now 
at 1976 prices whilst stocks last.We have 
a large selection of high quality ice-axes 
and hammers from Simond/lnteralp/Snowdon 
mouldings and Mcinnes/Peck. 

WALl{ERS AND CAMPERS~ 
Bergans Sacs 
20% off 1976 prices 
Viking Standard 
Viking Super 

Berghaus Sacs 
(Seconds) 
Monroe 

Sleeping Bags 
SPORT TREK 
G reenlander 

DAI MOR 
Jungfrau 
Cairngorm(long zip) 
Monch 
Monch convertible 

£18.36 
£20.19 

£.1 'l.9-e £11 .95 

;032 Q0o £59.95 

µQ.58- £24.95 
£30.55 
£29.75 

£5Q.9a £42.50 

Walking boots 
Both these models result from a large bulk 
purchase at a very special price. Considering 
the quality of the boots we do not think 
there is better value for money in Britain. 

Treviso 
Zermatt 

Tents 

£23.90 
£14.00 

VANGO FORCE TEN 
We have a large stock of pre-price increase 
tents. Ring our Holborn shop(01 405 7541) 
for details. 

N.B. We have a very wide range of lightweight 
backpacking tents from Ultimate/Saunders/ 
Fjall raven/Walker. 

We will also carry a selected range of family 
frame tents in the summer. 

Mail orders to: -
10/12 Holborn E.C.1. 
Tel. 01 405 7541 
Also at:-
138 Western Road.Brighton. 
Tel. 0273 26874. 

MAIL ORDER 

,port, ADD 75p P&P 
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NIVISPOIJ,, 
we know about ice 

CLIMBING? 
Enjoy it more with a CIRQUE Pack from 
HINE/ SNOWBRIDGE. The CIRQUE 

comes in two models 
perfect for almost all 

climbing applications 
from simple rock assaults 

to alpine ascents. 
The CIRQUE Packs are just 

2 of 17 pack models 
designed and built by 

people who use them. For 
a free catalog of all 

the pack models, dealer 
list and mail order 

information write : 

HINE/ SNOWBRIDGE 
Box 4059GQ 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 
U.SA 

[}{] D [JO@ CIRQUE I 

SNOWBRIDGE 

P k The. 1. ac ec1a 1sls 

/ 

sleeping bog 

ea1·,iv 

Nevisport. 72 High Street, 
Fort William. Tel. 0397.3245 

evisport. 261 Sauchrehall Street, 
lasgow. Tel. 041 .332.4814 

Length: 
Width: 

Filling: 

2 metres 
75c m. tapering 
to foot 
Down& 
Feather ( 21b 4oz) 

Weight: 31b. 5oz. 
Cover: Nylon, red outer 

Wall : 
turquoice inner 
Quilted 
construction 

Complete with 
stuff sack 

THOMAS & TAYLOR 
24 Fitzwil liam Gate Sheffield 1 Tel: Sheffield (0742) 25631 



.' ,, 
'I '-("'~-/f/ 

Im . •.. ~#,/ \NARM 

CL I \NHEN IT'S 
G & SLEEPIN LLY COLO 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Clandestine ascent 
of Dhaulagiri alleged 
NEPAL 

Dhaulagiri 1 (26,810ft.) 
Nepalese correspondent Mike 
Cheney reports that a clandes 
tine ascent was made of this 
mountain, in the post-monsoon 
period of 1976, by a group led by 
Naomi Uemura. Cheney states 
that an American climber, Dave 
Pendergast, was amongst those 
who reached the summit. 
This action is unlikely to appeal 
to the Nepalese Government, 
but, coupled with other similar 
maverick acts that have occurred 
recently, it points to the fact that 
mountaineers are becoming in
creasingly frustrated with the 
seemingly arbitrary rules and 
regulations that govern climbing 
in Nepal. There is a growing 
suspicion that the Nepalese 
have been keeping a tight con-

THEANDES 

Huandoy Sur (20,210ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) Our news 
item in Mountain 53 was inac
curate in crediting the Desmaison 
party with the first ascent of the 
South Face. In fact, there were 
three expeditions working on 
the face at the same time last 
summer, and Desmaison's party 
actually made the third ascent. 
The first ascent was made by a 
nine-man Japanese group, led 
by lkuo Kakimoto. They took a 
direct line, finishing just right of 
centre, the ascent being com
pleted on June 27 by Kunihiko 
Kondo, Mashatoshi Yoshino and 
Yasuhide Hayashi. The second 
ascent was made on July 6 by an 
Italian party led by Franco 
Nembrini. The Italians followed 
the Japanese line to half-height, 
then traversed left and down to 
reach the foot of the rising ramp 
that was attempted by the British 
expedition of 1 969. The ramp 
was then followed more or less 
directly to the top. Finally, the 
Desmaison party completed their 
route on July 22. They took a 
direct start up the lower part of 
the face to gain the ramp taken 
by the Italians, and then finished 
up that. The resulting network of 
routes on the face thus makes an 
H-shaped pattern, with the 
Japanese route forming the 
right-hand vertical. All three 
ascents were extremely difficult 
siege climbs, involving pre
carious camps, snow holes, and 
much unstable and vertical aid
climbing. Our Mountain 53 news 
item was also in error in giving 
the height of Huandoy Norte, 
instead of the height of Huandoy 
Sur. 

trol on mountaineering , in order 
to ensure that only the big block
buster expeditions come to their 
country, at the expense of smaller 
projects. Many climbers now 
feel is time that the Nepalese 
reviewed the regulations with 
which they govern climbing and 
trekking in their country, so 
that a freer and more relaxed 
atmosphere may obtain, such as 
exists in countries such as Peru 
or Switzerland . 

GARHWAL 

Dunagiri (23,184ft.) 
The first ascent of the North 
Ridge was made in October by 
an eight-man Japanese party 
led by Akitaki Makinouchi. This 
is an extended and difficult 
mixed ridge, with a complex 
glacier approach. Five camps 
were placed, and six members 

Chacraraju Este (19,686ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) On July 9, 
the aforementioned Japanese 
(Kakimoto) expedition made an 
ascent of the East Ridge, after 
taking a very direct approach to 
the foot of the final step by a 
route up the South Face. Two 
camps were placed, one at the 
foot of the face and the other on 
the ridge. The summit was rea
ched first by Kondo and Yoshino, 
and then, over the next two 
days, by five other members of 
the party. 
Nevado Pucaranra 
(20, 168ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) A six-man 
Spanish party, led by Felipe 
Uriarte Camara, made the first 
ascent of the difficult North
East Ridge on July 4. The sum
mit was reached by four climbers 
and Pedro Yanac (a local por
ter), after a three-day alpine
style push from a Camp 2 at 
17,000ft. The climbers descen
ded by the South -East Face . 
Nevado Chinchey (20,413ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) Following 
the previous ascent, the Spanish 
party used their high camp as a 
base for an attempt on the West 
Face of Chinchey. This time, 
however, they were not so suc 
cessful, and indeed they were 
lucky to escape alive. They were 
hit by an avalanche only 400ft. 
below the summit, and were 
swept 3,000ft. back down the 
route. Amazingly, only one 
climber was seriously injured ; 
he was later evacuated from 
Base Camp by helicopter to a 
hospital in Huaraz. 
NevadoAlpamayo (19.510ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) In July, 

of the party gained the summit 
on October 21. 
Maiktoli (23,320ft. ) 
Devtoli (23,280ft.) 
Further to our brief report in 
Mountain 53, we now have 
more details of the recent Jap
anese climbs . Simultaneous as
cents w ere made of these peaks 
on October 12 by two groups 
from an eight-man party led by 
Kazumi Kondo. Each peak was 
climbed by four climbers . Having 
reached their respective sum
mits, each group then donned 
skis, traversed to the other peak, 
and then skied down the ascent 
routes to reunite at Advance 
Base Camp, 4,000ft. below. 

LAH UL 

Mulkila (21,380ft.) 
The third ascent of this moun
tain was made on September 16, 
by a four-man Japanese party 
led by Tsukasa Oshi . They took 
a route from the west, starting 
up the Taragiri Glacier and then 
following the South-West Face 
and South Ridge. All members 
of the party reached the summit. 

South African climbers Dave 
Cheesmond and Phil Dawson 
made a four-day ascent and 
descent of the mountain, by a 
route up the East Face and down 
the North Ridge. 
Artisonraju (19,766ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) Cheesmond 
and Dawson made a two-day 
ascent of the North Ridge in July. 
Nevado de Ulta (19,275ft.) 
(Cordillera Blanca) Cheesmond 
and Dawson made the first as
cent of the North- West Face 
over five days in late July. This 
was the climb that had previously 
defeated a New Zealand team 
(see Mountain 37). The New 
Zealanders had been beaten by 
unstable snow conditions at the 
top of the face, so Cheesmond 
and Dawson veered right to 
avoid the final snow gully and 
summit cornices. They broke out 
on to the West Ridge, which they 
then followed for three pitches 
to gain the summit. 
Nevado Verupaja (21,759ft.) 
(Cordillera Huayhuash) In late 
July, the Japanese (Kakimoto) 
party moved to the Cordillera 
Huayhuash, to attempt the for
midable West Face of Rondoy. 
After studying the face, how
ever, they decided it was too 
avalanche prone. Three mem
bers then left for home, while the 
other six began a three-week 
ascent of the North-East Ridge 
of Yerupaja . This route was first 
climbed in 1969 by Austrians 
Sepp Mayerl and Egon Wurm. 
They made an alpine-style as
cent, but paid for it with fairly 
severe frost-bite injuries. The 
Japanese adopted a slower ap
proach and climbed the route 

KASHMIR 

Nun (23,41 Oft.) 
In late October, a fourteen-man 
Czechoslovak party made the 
first ascent of the left part of the 
North- West Face. The face had 
previously been tried by both 
Japanese and Indian parties. 
The Czechs placed three camps, 
and seven members reached the 
summit over two days. 

HINDU KUSH 

Shakhaur (23,347ft.) 
A ten -man Spanish party, led by 
Alfonso Arias Pacheco, made 
an ascent via the North Ridge 
in July. Three members of the 
party reached the top on July 4. 
lstor-o-Nal (24,242ft.) 
An eight-man Dutch expedition, 
led by Rund von Maastricht, 
made the second ascent of the 
West Face of lstor-o-Nal North, 
which was first climbed by Kurt 
Lapuch in 1967. Four members 
of the party reached the summit 
on three separate days in early 
August. 
Correspondents. Cheney, Ikeda , 
Naar and Prochazka 

with four camps. The summit 
was reached on August 21 by 
Kondo and Hayashi. 
Nevado Ausangate 
(20,945ft.) 
(Cordillera Vilcanota) Jean 
Frehel, Guy Lucazeau and Yves 
Zabardi made a new route up the 
East Face to join the North-East 
Ridge, which they followed to 
the top. The ascent and descent 
took a total of six days. The trio 
retreated down their own route, 
making twenty-eight abseils 
from snow mushrooms. 
Nevado lllimani (21,201ft.) 
(Cordillera Real) In August, 
Cheesmond and Dawson made a 
five-day ascent of the long and 
rocky North-East Ridge, which 
turned out to be a prolonged and 
testing climb. Cheesmond re
ports : "We did about three miles 
of technical climbing, with 500ft. 
of ascent, 5,000ft. of traversing 
to reach the North Ridge, and a 
further 5,000ft. of descent to 
regain the screes. Phil had a few 
black toes to show for it, but they 
should soon be all right." This 
was the second ascent: we have 
just heard that an Italian party, 
led by Cosimo Zappelli made the 
first ascent earlier in the season. 
Tiquimani (18,209ft.) 
Cheesmond and Dawson also 
made the first ascent of the West 
Ridge of this mountain . As in the 
case of the previous climb, this 
was mainly a rock route, and on 
both Tiquimani and /llimani the 
rock was found to be "surpris
ingly" sound. The climb took 
three days to complete. 
Correspondents: Ikeda, Adams 
Carter, Camara, Frehel and 
Cheesmond 
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THE ALPS 

Renshaw & Wilkinson 
do big Monch route 
MONT BLANC GROUP 

Les Droites: North Face 
Alex McIntyre and Nick Colton 
made the second winter ascent 
of the Gabarrou/Boivin Route, 
between December 22 and 24. 
The hardest part of the route 
turned out to be the first 1,000ft., 
which involved long, poorly pro
tected leads up 70 °slabs, loosely 
sheathed in thin layers of ice and 
snow. McIntyre described it as 
" an intricate and fascinating 
mixed climb". 
Col des Droites: North Face 
Ron and Linda Rutland, with 
Ken Wilkinson and Tony 
Stephenson, made a twelve
hour ascent of this face on 
December 27. 

PENNINE ALPS (VALAIS) 

Matterhorn: North Face 
After making a three-day ascent 
of the Schmid Route in late Dec
ember, James Bolton and Dave 
Robinson were overtaken by 
tragedy during their descent of 
the Hdrnli Ridge. Above the 
Solvay Hut, Robinson drew 
ahead of Bolton, promising to 
wait for him at the hut. But when 
Bolton arrived, the hut was 
empty. After spending the night 
there, he made a difficult descent 
down the remainder of the ridge, 
only to find that Robinson was 
not at the Hiirnli Hut either. 
Robinson's body was subse
quently found at the foot of the 
East Face; it appears that he fell 
from the ridge close to the 
Solvay Hut. 
This accident echoes the one 
that befell Pete Brook and Bob 
Ainley in 1973. They, too, had 
climbed the North Face. They 
slipped and fell below the Solvay 
Refuge, during their descent of 
the Hdrnli Ridge. 

BERNESE OBERLAND 

Monch: N. W. Face 
A major new route was added to 
this face in December. Dick 
Renshaw and Dave Wilkinson 
managed to climb the obvious 
central line that had previously 
defeated a number of determined 
attempts. They made their climb 
between December 23 and 26. 
Approaching from the Nol/en 
Ridge, they gained the neve 
basin below the face and attack
ed the wall direct, taking a steep 
couloir that crosses the two 
prominent rock bands guarding 
the foot of the face. This section 
proved to be the crux, giving 
sustained Scottish grade 5 
climbing until the central snow 
ramp was reached. Thereafter, 
the route was easier, and the 
finish was up TD mixed ground 
leading directly to the summit. 

DOLOMITES 

Sassolungo: North Face 
Over six-and-a -half days in late 
December, Bob Milward and 
Steve Parr made what may well 
be the first winter ascent of the 
Solda /Bertoldi Route. This was 
a very cold, snow-sheathed rock 
climb, which, in the upper sec 
tion, became steeper with less 
snow but greater difficulty. The 
climb involved twenty-seven 
pitches and was climbed in 
temperatures as low as -30°F 
The pair did not finish the final 
pitches: instead, they forced an 
exit to the North Ridge at the 
Force/la Piehl. Bad weather 
threatened at this point, so they 
descended the ridge, missing out 
the final stretch to the summit. 
Correspondents: McIntyre, 
Rutland, Bolton, Wilkinson, 
Renshaw and Milward 

Below: The network of routes on the North Face of the Mdnch . 
1. Haston / Neithardt (1974), 2 Lauper/ Liniger ( 1921), 3 . Renshaw/ 
Wilkinson ( 1976) , 4 . Hutton-Rudolf/ Rubi/ lnaebnit ( 1934), 5. Haston / 
Eistrup ( 1976) , 6. The Nol/en ( 1863). Photo: John Cleare 
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NORWAY 

Romsdal 
As yet unreported are three 
major first winter ascents made 
in 1974 by a strong Czecho 
slovak party. Vaclav Sirl, Jifi 
Pechous, Frantisek Pulpan and 
Sylva Talia made a three-day 
ascent of the East Pillar of 
Bretind, and a two -day ascent 
of the East Pillar of Sondre Tro/1-
tind, while Joromir Soldan and 
Ludovit Zahoransky made a two 
day ascent of a new route up the 
South-West Col of Hornaksla . 
Members of the same group also 
made an attempt on the Rimmon 
Route on Trollveggen, but bad 
weather forced a retreat after 
three days. 
In Mountain 35 we reported an 
other climb made by the Czechs 
in that year, and we can now add 
further details. It takes a line 
about 1,500ft. to the left of the 
East Pillar Route on Trollryggen , 
and was climbed in eight days 
by Daniel Bakos, Vladimir Petrik, 
Michel Orolin and Jaromir 
Soldan (Grade 6, A4, 9 bolts). 
During the winter of 1975/ 76, 
Vaclav Sirl returned with a 
stronger team to make another 
attempt on the Rimmon Route. 
With him were Miroslav Smid, 
Jiri Janis, Petr Plachecky and 
Josef Rakonacaj. They spent 
nine days of concerted effort, 
pushing the route up the face, 
and succeeded late on the tenth 
day. Half the route was climbed 
free, the remainder being mixed 
free and aid, with the main diffi
culties being found in the Exit 
Chimney. 
Last summer, the most interest
ing event was the (probable) 
second ascent of the South Wall 
of Mongejura (Thompson/ 
Stanger/ Walsh Route). The 
climb was made in fifteen hours 
(with one bivouac) by Ulf Geir 
Hanson and Rickard Horntvedt. 
The original ascent took three 
days, and the route was said to 
offer excellent climbing . How
ever, Hanson and Horntvedt not 
only eliminated most of the aid, 
but said that the climb had only 
occasional good pitchs . 
Summer 1976 also saw the first 
two Swedish ascents of the 
Rimmon Route. The second 
Swedish party criticized the 
amount of gear abandoned dur
ing the earlier Czech winter as
cent. Vaclav Sirl later admitted 
leaving some gear on the face, 
particularly fixed ropes on tra 
verses, to safeguard possibl€ 
retreat, but he claimed that he 
and his companions otherwise 
did their best to leave the route 
clean. Similar criticisms have 
been made about debris left after 
the Polish ascent of the French 
Route in 1974. 
Major winter ascents on big 
walls do tend to result in dis
carded equipment, but climbers 
should realize that this practice 
can leave a legacy of resentment, 
particularly in Norway, where 

there is a strong tradition for lea 
ving the mountains undefiled. 

Jotumheim 
Last winter (1975/76) , Hansen 
and Horntvedt made the first 
winter ascent of Store Skagastl
stind's North-West Face, which 
gave ten hours of sustained 
snow and ice climbing in ex
cellent positions. 
Another first winter ascent was 
made on Store Riingstind, where 
Keith Robson and Dave Durkan 
made an eight-hour ascent of 
the South-East Face, after a two 
day ski approach. 
The Cukrowski/ Ritzhaupt/ Tratt
ner Route on Gjertvasstind's 
North Pillar also received a first 
winter ascent from Bjorn Myrer 
Lund and Marius Morstad, who 
made a ski approach. The storm 
lashed thirteen-hour ascent in 
volved one bivouac in a cave 
on the face, and another in a 
snow hole on the summit. Con 
ditions on the descent route 
were so bad that the pair re
treated back to the snow hole 
and spent another night there 
until conditions improved. This 
was probably only the second 
overall ascent of the route, and 
in winter conditions it deserves 
to become a classic. Perhaps the 
most important new climb last 
summer was Hansen's and 
Hans Peter Fernander's ascent 
of the West Wall of Store 
Skagastolstind. This is a very im 
pressive twelve -pitch crack 
climb up the centre of the wall , 
and it had previously defeated a 
number of strong attempts. The 
climbing is sustained grade 5, 
with two pitches of aid, and the 
route was described by the first 
ascensionists as one of the 
finest they had done in Norway. 
This year also marked the 100th 
anniversary of the first ascent of 
Store Skagastolstind by W. Cecil 
Slingsby. Slingsby is generally 
regarded as the father of Nor
wegian climbing, and the Norsk 
Tinderklub marked the event 
with a celebration climb of the 
mountain, followed by a banquet. 
The Halvorsen / Tiegland Route 
on the North Wall of Glittertind 
was climbed again by Halvorsen, 
this time accompanied by Jan 
Holst. This probable second as 
cent took six hours. 

South-West Norway: Ulvik 
Geoff Birtles and Al Evans were 
active here during the summer, 
and were greatly impressed by 
the vast expanses of roadside 
virgin rock. On their return to 
England, they published a rave 
article in Crags, offering cheap 
package tours to the area this 
summer. They noted fourteen 
underdeveloped crags, of which 
the finest were the Osa Face 
(2,000ft.), the South Face of 
Krassfj (1,000ft.), the North 
Face of Kvannskoran (2,000ft.) 
and the Osastolen Face of 
Vassfjoro (2,000ft.) . 



Tysfjord Area 
In June, a five-man British party, 
consisting of Chris Dale, John 
Whittle, Pete Gray, John 
Coppock and Eisout Costerus, 
sailed all the way from Bangor 
in a forty-foot schooner to climb 
on Stetind. Whittle and Dale 
subsequently made an ascent of 
the mountain via a new route up 
the North-West Spur, to gain a 
shoulder on the West Ridge, 
which they then followed to the 
summit. This gave them a superb, 
"Etive quality", thirty-three 
pitch route to the shoulder, and 
a further twenty pitches to the 
summit - a total of 6,000ft. of 
climbing . Furthermore, the 
climbing was all free, pitons only 
being used for belays, and Dale 
reports that at least twelve of the 

Right: The new route on the 
North-West Spur of Stetind. 

BRITISH ISLES 

Over the past few months, a 
surfeit of news items from other 
countries, particularly from the 
Himalaya, has meant that a lot of 
British news has been dropped 
from recent issues. Much of the 
information published below 
has been set up in print for 
some time and we can only 
apologise to readers and con
tributors for its tardiness. 
LAKE DISTRICT 

Eastern Crags 
Three new routes have been 
added to the Truss Buttress of 
Gouther Crag, in Swindale: 
Strider (150ft., XS) starts at the 
lowest point of the buttress; 
Overlook (11 Oft., VS) takes a 
thin crack up to the right; and 
Herina (1 00ft., HVS) starts at a 
pinnacle further to the right. 
The first two routes were 
climbed by Ken Jones and Rick 
Sagar, and the last by Barry 
Rogers and Mike Day 
WALES 

Little Orme 
A new route called Beyond the 
Grave (400ft., A3, VS) has been 
added to Diamond Buttress by 
Mike Brady, Paul Temple and 
Brian Courtney. The climb in
volves long sections of difficult 
aid work and was established 
over several days in December 
and early January. It takes a line 
200ft. left of Wall of the Evening 
Light, and is said to be as com 
mitting as Detritus. No bolts were 
used. 
Little Orme/ South Stack 
Climbers are asked to observe 
the restriction agreements in 
force on these crags from Febru
ary to late July, to enable unin
terrupted nesting and hatching 
to take place in the threatened 
auk colonies. 
Llanberis Pass 
A new line has been added to 
the West Wing of Dinas Mot, 
by Jeff Wincott and Rick Rob
son. The route, Sych (470ft., 
XS), takes a line between 
Tremolite and Hiawatha, and has 

a very hard (5c) second pitch. 
Cwm ldwal 
Tom Leppert and Mike Davis 
put up a route called Hanging 
Garden Groove (230ft., HVS) 
on the buttress to the left of 
Hanging Garden Gully on 
C/ogwyn y Geifr. 
Carneddau 
Five new routes were added to 
L/ech Ddu in 1976. Over five 
days in April, Bob Milward and 
Norman Ingham produced The 
Psychlist ( 400ft., XS), which 
takes the very steep buttress 
right of Iota . The wall between 
the upper section of this route 
and Gytrack was investigated 
by Les Holliwell and friends, and 
three new routes resulted. With 
Graham Everett, Holliwell climb
ed Anubis (270ft., HVS), which 
takes an obvious groove left of 
Gytrack. The same pair later put 
up Cerberus (220ft, XS) on the 
arete between Anubis and Gy
track. Holliwell's third route, 
Sirius (270ft., VS), which was 
climbed with Alan Cotton, takes 
the obvious groove further to the 
left, just right of the main section 
of The Psychlist. 
Ray Evans and Brian Wyvill 
climbed a route called Marathon 
(350/t., XS, 5C), between Scar
face and The Groove. This starts 
with a difficult rightward
curving groove and then con
tinues to a junction with The 
Groove below its main pitch. 
Thereafter, the climb moves off 
across the wall on the left, event
ually joining the third pitch of 
Scarface. 
On Craig yr Ysfa, Holliwell and 
Roger Lavill put up One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest (180ft ., 
VS), between Coffin Scoop and 
Cradle Chimney on the Amphi
theatre's Left Wall, and on Craig 
L!oer, Holliwell and Gareth 
Rowlands added Good Egg 
(120ft., HVS), which takes a 
groove 50ft. right of Hhier. 
Dolgellau Area 
Recent ascents of Darker Angel, 
on Craig Cau, have confirmed 

pitches would rate Welsh XS. 
The pair then joined up with two 
Swedish climbers to make an 
ascent of the South Pillar Direct 
(2,000ft., grade 6) . 
Lyngen Peninsula 
An eleven-man British party, led 
by Graham Desroy, returned to 
the Jiekkevarri massif, to con
tinue explorations started by 
some of them in 1974 (see re
ports in Mountain 43 and the 
1975 A .C.G. Bulletin) . A number 
of good climbs were completed, 
despite erratic weather. Graham 
Desroy and Charlie Richardson 
added a second route to the 
North Face of Star Eggen 
(2,000ft., 5 sup.), and Arnis 
Strapcans and John Fivesdale 
completed the Ross/ Curtis line 
on the South-East Face of 
Jiekkevarri (2,500ft., grade 5) 
in a rapid six hours. However, 
they were then overtaken by a 

that this is a really fine route, a 
worthwhile objective for all am
bitious climbers visiting Wales. 
It has a very overgrown ap
proach however: climbers 
should follow the Pencoed 
Pillar for about 200ft., before 
moving round to a vaguely 
gardened line that marks the 
start of the route. Thereafter the 
climb unfolds with steadily in
creasing grandeur to a magni
ficent finish (5b) up the walls 
overlooking Great Gully, in a 
situation reminiscent of the Bua
chaille's Slime Wall. 
Central Wales 
On Craig Cowarch, George Herus 
and John Sumner discovered a 
new first pitch for Strobe up the 
hanging arete to the right of 
Stygian Wall. The old first pitch 
of Strobe now forms a good start 
for a new route called Carrion 
(HVS), between Hell's Gate and 
Stygian Wall. This was climbed 
by Alan Simkin and John 
Sumner. 
Sumner and Derek Walker also 
added a new route to the right of 
Strobe. Entitled Nigger in the 
Woodpile (XS ; two points of 
aid), it follows an obvious ramp 
in the overhanging wall. 
Alectro had a second ascent 
from Herus and John Codling, 
who also repeated Spartan, 
which they thought harder than 
both Alectro and Keelhaul. A 
good Severe, Flash Back, was 
added to Craig y Corne! by 
Sumner and Ed Fairbrother; and 
Sumner and John Lockett made 
the second ascent of The Mule 
(HVS) on North Buttress, finding 
the crux pitch "impressive, 
strenuous and technical". 

PENNINE/ PEAK 

Gritstone 
Mick Fowler and John Steven
son have been hard at work 
freeing old aid routes on Mill
stone Edge and adding some 
new lines. At the left end of the 
crag they freed Cauldron Crack 
and Gimbals (on which they 

sudden storm, and had a thirty 
six-hour epic groping around on 
the summit plateau (without 
map or compass), searching for 
a descent. Rob Arthan and Kevin 
Mansell found and climbed the 
East Face of Breda/sfjellet by a 
2,000ft. grade 5 sup. route on 
good rock. A number of other 
routes were done before bad 
weather intervened and the 
party decided to leave for the 
Storeidet area. 
Storeidet Area 
Moving on to this area , near 
Narvik, the above mentioned 
group found superb "Yosemite 
like" rock domes close to the 
road. Strapcans and Fivesdale 
soon got to work, producing an 
impressive line up the North
East Edge of Litleidet (1,700ft., 
grade 5 sup.). 
Correspondents: Durkan, 
Hanson. Dale and Desroy 

were accompanied by Geraldine 
Abrey) and added a new climb, 
London Pride (XS), which starts 
up Sweater and then follows 
the right arete. Further along the 
crag they freed Commix and 
added Southern Comfort (XS) , 
which takes a depression just 
to the left. Another of their new 
routes is Piledriver (HVS), which 
takes the arete right of Billings
gate and which was again climb
ed in the company of Abrey. 
Fowler and Stevenson also 
made a new exit from Keyhole 
Cave by a crack line just left of 
Oxford Street, and Steve Ban
croft and Chris Addy also added 
a pitch to this part of the crag. 
Blind Bat was freed by Fowler 
and Stevenson, and Mick 
Morrison and Howard Crumpton. 
On Stanage Edge, Gabriel 
Regan freed Calvary and elimina
ted the three aid points from 
Buffoon, leaving a very impres
sive climb. 
Curbar Edge was visited by 
Fowler and Stevenson, who 
struck a blow for free climbing 
with their aidless ascent of 
Drummond's infamous Linden, 
just to the right of Right Elimi
nate. (The first ascent of Linden 
involved two skyhook moves on 
specially bored holes, a highly 
controversial act which did little 
to enhance Drummond's repu
tation in the Peak.) Fowler and 
Stevenson also eliminated the 
aid point from Scroach. 
In Staffordshire, Baldstones re 
ceived a new route from Jim 
Campbell and Nick Colton; en
titled Gold Rush (XS), it takes 
the line left of Goldstick Crack. 
The pair also added several short 
new routes to Hen Cloud. 
John Gosling was active on Hen 
Cloud as well. He put up a diffi
cult climb called Anaconda 
(XS), between The Long and the 
Tall and Central Climb; it is pos
sible that the route has been 
done before with aid . 
On Ramshaw Rocks, Gabriel 
Regan made what is believed to 
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be the first free ascent of Ram
shaw Crack, a vicious overhang
ing fissure that has compelled 
many fine climbers to resort to at 
least one point of aid. 
Limestone 
Apart from the usual crop of aid 
eliminations and new routes in 
Chee Dale and Water cum Jolly, 
and on Stoney Middleton (all 
reported in detail in Crags), the 
highlight of the latter part of the 
1976 season was the first 
ascent of Supersonic (XS, 6b) 
on High Tor. Put up by Ron 
Fawcett, with Al Evans and 
Geoff Birtles, the climb achieved 
instant fame when it was fea
tured in a superb Crags cover 
shot, provocatively captioned 
"Is this Britain's first 6c ?". 
Although there is a suspicion 
that 6c pitches may indeed exist 
on gritstone. opinion rapidly 
concluded that the day had not 
yet arrived for limestone. This 
was later confirmed when 
second ascensionists Mick 
Fowler and John Stevenson re
ported that the climb was little 
harder than the nearby Flakey 
Wall. Supersonic starts just right 
of Flakey Wall, joins it for its 
crux section, and then moves up 
to the left. Grade notwithstand
ing, it is said to be a very fine 
climb. 
The most difficult limestone 
routes are now thought to be 
Castellan and Bastille (High Tor), 
Mortlock's Arete (Chee Dale) 
Claws (Kilnsey) and Cream 
Team Special (Ravenstor). It will 
be interesting to see how quickly 
these reputations are cut down 
to size, or enhanced. 

SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND 

Avon Gorge 
Malkrappity (190ft., HVS), an 

as yet unreported 1973 route, 
is an eliminate line by Steve 
Berry and Matt Peacock, filling 
the gap between Electric 
Orgasm and Mercavity. More 
recently, aid eliminations have 
been the main preoccupation of 
Gorge climbers. Main Wall 
Eliminate went nearly free (XS, 
6a) to Amis Strapcans and 
Nipper Harrison, who dispensed 
with everything except a bolt 
for resting. Harrison also 
squeezed a new route called 
Ocean of Taboo (XS, 5c) up 
the rock between White Ele
phant and Pink Wall Direct, 
and Strapcans and Chris King 
added a new 5c finish to The 
Equator. 
Cheddar Gorge 
Two recent new climbs went 
unreported in our Mountain 51 
notes. These were the work of 
the Strapcans/King team. The 
first was a route called The 
Visionary (320ft, XS, 5c, AO) on 
the Sunset Buttress. This takes a 
magnificent diagonal line from 
bottom left to top right, starting 
at Paradise Regained and finish
ing up Nirvana. The whole climb 
was on-sight, and free apart 
from the short section where it 
uses a bolt ladder on Gates of 
Eden. The second discovery was 
Malaise (180ft., XS), a counter
diagonal line to Avatar on Great 
Rock. Strapcans and King also 
made the second ascent of Tony 
Wilmot's last new route, Dragon, 
which they found to be very 
hard (HXS, 5c), very serious and 
very good. In March 1977, Jim 
Perrin made what is believed to 
be the first solo ascent of Corona
tion Street, having previously 
climbed the route three times. 
Devon 
Baggy Point's Heart of the Sun, 

Crisis may follow M.LIB. 
rejection of B.M.C. 
compromise package 
M.L.T.B./ B.M.C. 
Confrontation 
Months of backroom negotiation 
on the future of the Mountain 
Leadership Certificate finally 
came to nothing on March 24, 
when the M.L.T.B. rejected a 
compromise proposal offered by 
the B.M.C. The package deal in
corporated abolition of the 
certificate, devaluation of the 
title, and the inclusion of a page 
of assessment in the log-book 
for a trial period of two years. The 
main point at issue was the title : 
the B.M.C. insisted on a clear de
valuation, but the representa
tives of the Northern Ireland and 
Scottish Boards were equally 
adamant for no change. The 
compromise proposal was de
feated by eight votes to seven . 
This may lead to a crisis be
tween the M.L.T.B. and the 
Sports Council, on the one 
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hand, and the B.M.C. on the 
other, with the debate hinging 
on the wider issue of who has 
the final say in matters concern
ing climbing. Criticisms have 
been made of Sir Jack Long land, 
who, as M .L.T.B. Chairman and 
Honorary Member of the B.M.C., 
has played a pivotal role in the 
negotiations. He had no objec
tion to the title change, but did 
little to promote the idea to the 
other Boards. Relations are 
likely to be strained even further 
by a draft constitution proposed 
by the M.L.T.B. which suggests 
halving B.M.C. representation 
on the Board from four members 
to two. 
Plas y Brenin Affairs 
After only a year in the job, Bill 
March has quit as Plas y Brenin 
Director. He cites personal rea
sons and a distaste for the per
vasive political atmosphere of 

an old A3 route,has recently been 
climbed free by Amis Strapcans 
and Nipper Harrison. After con
siderable cleaning, the route 
was transformed into a superb 
wall and slab climb (280ft., 
XS, 5b). 
Lundy 
Unreported in our Mountain 50 
notes was Nipper Harrison's and 
Des Marshall's first free ascent 
(in April, 1976) of Stone Tape 
in Deep lawn . with no increase 
in standard . 
Cornwall 
In West Penwith, Royal Marine 
climbers made two new climbs 
at Land's End. Dave Nicholls 
and Chris Crystal added The 
Gannet (HVS) to the wall right 
of the abseil approach to the 
Death Rattle Gulch area. John 
Barry and Nicholls put up 
Land's End Short Climb (XS, 
5c), a gritstone-style crack 
pitch, "reminiscent of Elder 
Crack", just round the corner to 
the left of the abseil. On Carn 
Les Boe!, the same pair put up 
Camelot (150ft, XS), a "superb 
route" left of Excalibur. 
At Sennen, Don Roscoe and P. 
Temple climbed the steep scoop 
right of Double Overhang, to 
produce White Man's Burden 
(VS). and Bob Burns, Dave Cook 
and John Cheesmond put up 
Dublin Wall (VS), which takes 
a crack in the buttress left of 
Irish Lady Chimneys . Finally, 
the right-left crack of the Criss
Cross Face on Carn Barra was 
climbed by B. and J. Wilkinson, 
to give Iron Cross (VS). 
At Bosigran, the American TV 
team (mentioned in Mountain 51) 
filmed Barber and Livesey doing 
the Dream/ Liberator Connection, 
and Alan Harris doing a monster 
tyrolean from the top of the main 

the job as the main factors 
influencing his decision. During 
his period in office, March has 
instigated valuable reforms that 
have helped the centre to move 
closer to the mainstream climb
ing world. This is a top job in 
mountain training in Britain, 
and it is likely to attract a number 
of very experienced and well 
known applicants from the edu
cational climbing sector. 
Mount Everest Foundation 
Funds 
Following the financial success 
of the recent Everest South-West 
Face Expedition, the expedi
tion's sponsors, Barclays Bank, 
have made a grant of £12,500 to 
M.E.F. funds, to be distributed 
over five years in annual sums 
of £2,500. There are no condi
tions attached to the grant, al
though Barclays hope that the 
money will be directed towards 
"younger" expeditions, which 
seems in practice to mean parties 
of college age The M .E.F. is 
keen to attract more such spon
sorship, but recent attempts to 
do so have been unsuccessful. 
Another fund-raising venture 
recently undertaken by the 
M .E.F. (along with two other 

cliff to Porthmoina Island. Dur
ing this project, Australian 
climber Ray Lassman (who was 
helping) had a lucky escape from 
serious injury, or worse, when 
he fell into Great lawn from the 
wall left of Variety Show. He 
was soloing out up the wall 
used for the abseil descent. 
Just two miles from the main 
face of Bosigran, and clearly 
visible from there as a dark re
cess in the coastline, is the 
highest granite cliff in West 
Penwith. Provisionally named 
Green lawn, it remained un
climbed until last summer. when 
Pat Littlejohn and Dave Garner 
ascended Roraima (240ft., XS, 
5b/c), a serious climb with 
some remarkable features. The 
cliff carries several water 
courses which create a perma
nently damp climate and cause 
a light rain to fall continuously 
on the lower part of the climb. 
The crag has much to offer de
votees of dank places. 
On the north side of Green 
lawn, the small and compact 
Whirlpool Buttress has yielded 
more conventionally attractive 
climbs. One day in August, 1974, 
Littlejohn and Keith Darbyshire 
shared leads to tackle The 
Aggressor (130ft., XS, 5b), a 
striking flake crack on the south
west flank. Emerging from waist
deep water, the pair then ascend
ed Light in August (1 00ft., VS, 
5a), a groove in the opposite 
face. More recently, Littlejohn 
and Garner climbed an obvious 
chimney line to give Corkscrew 
(120ft., HVS. 5a). 
Correspondents: Temple, Win
cott, Leppart, Holliwell, Wyvill 
Sumner, Fowler, Strapcans, 
Perrin, Marshall, Barry, Roscoe 
and Littlejohn 

bodies) is the sponsorship of a 
limited edition of an Everest 
painting. The mountain is pre
sented in its northern aspect, as 
viewed from the Rongbuk 
Glacier. The picture is the work 
of Keith Shackleton and is based 
on photographs taken by John 
Noel in 1924. Only a thousand 
copies will be printed, each 
numbered and stamped with the 
seal of the Royal Geographical 
Society. Each picture will also be 
signed by the artist and four 
prominent Everest climbers. The 
prints will sell for £85, and it is 
hoped that the venture will re
sult in a substantial increase in 
M.E.F. funds. 

Eric Shipton 
dies 
As we went to press we received 
news of the death of the British 
mountaineer and explorer, Eric 
Shipton, who was 69. Ship-
ton achieved world-wide fame 
for his Himalayan explorations, 
and also played a major part in 
the exploration of the Patagonian 
ice-caps. A full obituary notice 
will be published in Mountain 55. 



OBITUARY 
Kenneth Mason T. S. Blakeney 

Claire-Elaine Engel 
Leif-Norman Patterson 

Lt. Col. Kenneth Mason 
Kenneth Mason died in June at 
the age of 88. Although his long 
career took many turns, it is as 
a Himalayan authority and 
chronicler that he will be best 
remembered. The Himalayas 
caught his imagination as a 
child, and his interest in them 
never waned. He studied survey
ing in the Army, and joined the 
Survey of India in 1907. In 1913, 
he was put in charge of the ex
pedition to link the Indian and 
Russian triangulations across the 
Chinese Taghdumbash Pamirs 
By this time, too, he had deve
loped his interest in climbing. 
When the 1921 Reconnaissance 
Expedition to Everest was being 
planned, Sir Francis Young
husband, very much impressed 
with Mason's Pamirs perfor
mance, wrote to the then Sur
veyor General of India, asking 
that Mason might join the team. 
At that time, the Survey was slow 
to accept such new-fangled 
methods of surveying as stereo
scopic plotting, and this may 
have influenced Colonel Ryder's 
reply. Giving permission for 
Morshead and Wheeler (also of 
the Survey of India) to join the 
expedition, he remarked sourly: 
"Mason is disappointed, I fancy, 
but I can't spare three men and 
I think my two are better all 
round." Mason was indeed dis
appointed : he was very fit, hav
ing been training by running 
uphill 1,000ft. in twenty minutes, 
and down again in ten (at alti
tudes of between 5,500ft. and 
6,500ft.). However, when his 
presence was again requested 
the following year, he himself 
refused as the notice was so 
short. 
The high point of Mason's sur
veying career came in 1926, 
when he mapped the Shaksgam 
Valley, first discovered by Young
husband in 1887. The following 
year, in Simla, he became a 
founder-member of the Hima
layan Club, which later amalga
mated with the Mountain Club 
of India. In 1929, Mason became 
the first Editor of the Himalayan 
Journal. He retained this posi-

tion throughout the first twelve 
volumes of the journal, firmly 
setting the high standard of 
accuracy for which it is known 
today. 
In 1932, Mason returned to 
England to take up the newly
created Chair of Geography at 
Oxford . Upon his retirement, in 
1953, he devoted himself to his 
book, Abode of Snow, which 
remains a classic on the Hima
layas and their exploration. 

T. S. Blakeney 
With the death last December of 
T. S. Blakeney, the mountain 
world has lost one of its most 
dedicated researchers and archi
vists. A glance at the index of the 
Alpine Journal, for 1953-68 
alone, reveals no less than fifty 
entries under his name, covering 
such widely differing subjects as 
'Mountaineering in the British 
Royal Family' and 'Hadow's 
Boots', but specializing particu
larly in biographical notes on 
early climbers (Whymper and 
Mummery were favourites) and 
in Himalayan records. Many col
lectors of hard facts find difficulty 
in transmitting this detail to 
others ; not so Tom Blakeney. 
His historical pieces, and more 
especially his longer essays such 
as those on the early Everest ex
peditions and on the Alpine 
Journal and its editors, show that 
he had an honest and imme
diately readable style. He had the 
ability to cast interesting side
lights on well known characters 
and to breathe life into lesser 
known names. Though unas
suming by nature, he was not 
afraid to attack a sacred cow or 
two when he felt the occasion 
deserved. Many authors were 
pulled up for inaccurate research, 
and one thinks particularly of 
that forthright paper, 'A Word 
for Whymper: A Reply to Sir 
Arnold Lunn', which he wrote 
with his colleague, D. F. 0. 
Dangar, and in which he accused 
Lunn of prejudice and of using 
his prestige to foster and propa
gate error as regards Whymper. 
No punches pulled there. Tom 
Blakeney's love of mountains 

and of literature was doubtless a 
legacy from his father, the 
scholar and poet, E. H. Blakeney, 
Editor of the Everyman Series of 
Peaks, Passes and Glaciers. 
For many years, Tom Blakeney 
was a tea planter in Ceylon, and 
during the Second World War 
he served with the Armed Forces 
in India and Burma. Immediately 
after the war, he visited the holy 
mountain of Kailas, circum
navigated it in the steps of count
less Tibetan pilgrims, and 
reported back on its climbing 
potential. Soon afterwards he 
became Assistant Librarian to 
the Alpine Club, and for many 
years served also as Assistant 
Secretary and as an editorial 
assistant on the Alpine Journal, 
aiding a series of celebrated 
editors. He was Keeper of the 
Archives of the Mount Everest 
Foundation, and until his death 
served on its Committee of 
Management. For twenty years, 
too, he was Honorary Secretary 
of the Friends of the National 
Libraries. His unique success as 
an archivist and historian lay in 
his phenomenal memory. Facts 
once researched were never for
gotten, and it was to tap this 
fund of knowledge that scholars 
of mountain subjects continually 
approached him. Many standard 
histories that have appeared 
over the past years have acknow
ledged Tom Blakeney's assis
tance, but it is to be regretted 
that he left no such work written 
by his own pen. 

Claire-Elaine Engel 
The death has also occurred of 
another alpine historian, Claire 
Elaine Engel. From the 1930s 
onwards, she wrote numerous 
books on alpine literature and 
history, in her native French. In 
1950, she launched into English 
with A History of Mountaineer
ing in the Alps. This and her later 
books, They Came to the Hills 
(1952) and Mont Blanc: An 
Anthology (1965), received a 
rough ride from reviewers in the 
Alpine Journal, and when Moun
taineering in the Alps, a revised 
and enlarged version of her 

earlier history, appeared in 1971 
it was studiously ignored by 
them. Although her English 
books contain some errors in 
detail, their identification of the 
various manuscripts and printed 
sources, on the continent and in 
Britain, in libraries and in private 
hands, is value in itself. 

Leif-Norman Patterson 
Alex Bertulis writes: 
Leif Patterson ( 42), one of North 
America's leading exponents of 
winter mountaineering, died in 
an avalanche while attempting 
Chancellor Peak in the Canadian 
Rockies, on December 12, 1976. 
Born of Norwegian parents, in 
Hammond, Indiana, Patterson 
spent various periods of his life 
living in Norway, the U.S.A. and 
Canada. His major ascents in
cluded Mt. Logan, East Ridge 
(Yukon Territories, 1961); Tul
paraju (Peru, 1962) ; Jirishinca 
Norte (Peru, 1964) ; Mt. Robson 
winter ascent (Canadian 
Rockies, 1965); Yerupaja, West 
Face ( Peru, 1966); H uaga
runcho Traverse (Peru, 1970); 
and Mt. McKinley, South Face 
alpine-style (Alaska, 1972) . 
Among his best rock climbs were 
the first ascent of the Norwegian 
Route on the Troll Wall 1966), 
and North -West Passage (1965) 
and Zodiac Wall (1967) on 
Squamish Chief. 
Patterson's long-standing ambi
tion to climb a peak in the Hima
laya resulted in two well known 
failures. The International Everest 
Expedition was initiated by 
Patterson, but, when he stood 
up for one of his team-mates and 
challenged the leadership, he 
had to resign . As a member of 
the unsuccessful 1975 American 
K2 Expedition, he chose not to 
challenge the leadership be
cause of "the simple desire to go 
this time" . 
Patterson's many friends will 
remember him as a hard man of 
the mountains who was also an 
unequalled companion and 
friend. His daughter and widow 
face a double bereavement, as 
his son, Tor (12), perished with 
him in the avalanche. A 
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Lakeland Climbing 
in the 'Seventies 

SINCE THE LATE 1960s, the Lake 
District has been the scene of a climbing 
controversy centred on the question of 
what constitutes fair play in first ascent 
practice. The result has been a lively inter
change of opinions. 

The conflict derives from the fact that 
many climbers have begun to adopt a 
highly 'professional' approach towards the 
making of first ascents, inspecting new lines 
in detail by abseil before attempting to 
climb them. The on-sight principle was 
discarded by these climbers, in the belief 
that a good job could not otherwise be 
made. Controversial methods and tech
niques - such as the use of pre-placed slings 
and protection - have been employed in 
order to overcome ferocious lines, all in an 
effort to minimize the amount of aid re
quired. The traditional school of thought, 
championed by the Fell and Rock Climb
ing Club, made its opinions clear in 1973, 
when routes ascended in the 'modern' 
manner were omitted from the new Lang
dale Guide. Allan Austin, the guide-writer, 
summed up the situation in a Jetter pub
lished in Mountain 29, saying : "I do not see 
crags as impressive backcloths where ruth
less men can construct their climbs." It is 
interesting to note that since that time the 
majority of important first ascents have 
continued to be the products of the "ruth
less", professional approach, with tradi
tional ideas on pioneering largely discarded. 
Techniques employed on early repeat 
ascents have also become more important, 
and issues such as chalk-use and 'what 
actually constitutes aid?' have become the 
subject of much discussion. 

During this effervescent period, I have 
been involved in various capacities in the 
development of Lakeland climbing, and in 
this article I hope to evaluate the early 
controversies, and to report honestly on the 
affairs and practices of the most recent 
contributers. 

For years, people had been saying that 
new lines were drying up, and to a large 
extent this was true. Having done most of 

Left: Ed Cleasby attempting the crux moves of 
Footless Crow on Goat Crag, a route that is 
generally considered the hardest in the Lake 
District and one of the most difficult in Britain. 
The climb was first done in 1974 and has only 
been repeated once. Photo: Jan Roper 

by Rob Matheson 
the established routes, climbers began to 
search for new rock, but very few natural 
and apparently climbable lines remained. 
Some pioneers turned to isolated and ob
scure crags, others to the vegetated peri
meters of popular crags; most significant, 
however, were the activities of those who 
attempted to fill the ferocious and blank
looking spaces between existing climbs on 
the well established buttresses. I say 'most 
significant', because these lines had pre
viously been thought to be impossible, or 
only possible as piton routes (a very un
fashionable trend in the 'sixties) and it was 
these lines which were to become the most 
popular climbs in later years. I, for one, 
thought it unreasonable to attempt this 
type of line on-sight. It is my belief, in 
contrast to the official Fell and Rock view, 
that new routes have now to be 'created'. 
Two of Britain's leading climbers, Pete 
Livesey and Pat Littlejohn, appear to share 
this opinion. Whether this seems ethically 
right or wrong, it is a fact that most 
climbers want to make a good job of things 
during a first ascent, and one way of ensur
ing this is to have a prior acquaintance with 
the holds. A suitable example is Paladin on 
White Ghyll, a route at first partially aided 
and later freed. All I wanted when I did 
this route was a good end-product, and it 
took me an inspection and two ascents to 
attain this. As in the case of all routes 
ascended in this manner, the critic will say: 
"Why didn't you leave it to someone else?" 
The only answer is that we are all human, 
and few of us are strong-willed enough, or 
care enough, to throw the limited numbers 
of lines on to the open market. So the end
product of Paladin was a hard, free route, 
which was reported honestly for anyone 
who wished to follow. It started out as a 
partially aided route and was converted 
into a free route. The Fell and Rock guide
writers thought it unethical for a first 
ascensionist to free climb his own route. 
They therefore reduced what had become 
a very fine and ferocious free line to its 
original aided status, pari passu their own 
ascent. Another example arose in 1971, 
when Pete Livesey climbed Fine Time on 
Raven Crag, Langdale, using a long sling 
for aid on the large initial overhang. Many 
climbers know how hard it is to move off 
an aid point and commit oneself to exacting 

free climbing - and this route involves such 
a procedure with very hard free moves. At 
the time, there was an outcry against 
Livesey's tactic in placing the aid sling by 
abseil, and even practising the moves. All 
I can say is that Livesey produced a highly 
futuristic problem, which was not repeated 
until 1975 and has been 'enjoyed' by very 
few climbers since that time. 

During the same period, controversy also 
raged over several other routes such as 
Cruel Sister on Pavey Ark, and Peccadillo 
and The Graduate on Deer Bield Crag. 
Again these routes were 'created', being the 
outcome of 'professional' tactics. As far as 
Cruel Sister is concerned, the criticisms 
levelled against my use of a skyhook and a 
pre-placed sling had a sound basis. The 
long sling, placed prior to the ascent on all 
three routes, was not popular: climbers soon 
got brassed off trying to reach them on 
windy days and, as is well known, the wind 
often blows hard in the Lake District. The 
skyhook was a crime on two counts : firstly, 
I did not attempt to do the move free before 
resorting to the hook; secondly, people 
should not have to carry such specialized 
tools in order to climb in the Lakes . Jeff 
Lamb eliminated all the aid shortly after
wards, which would suggest to some people 
that I had no right to foul up the line with 
such incompetence in the first place. This 
may well be true, but the most important 
thing of all was that my first ascent was 
reported honestly, no secrets being kept 
whereby fellow climbers could be harmed. 
Moreover, such a first ascent malady leaves 
some meat for others to 'have a go at'. The 
Day of the Jackal was thus born; it being 
realized that fame and satisfaction could 
just as easily be found by making free 
second ascents. 

Today, Cruel Sister is one of the best wall 
climbs in the Lake District, the original aid 
section being avoided by a short traverse 
from the left. Don't be deceived, however, 
for it is still a very sustained pitch, even 
when this section has been done. The 
Graduate and Peccadillo are also worthy of 
attention, as they too have lost their long 
slings and are quite climbable, even on 
windy days; but they both still employ 
aid points - a healthy challenge to any 
would-be jackals! 

It would be wrong to say that all first 

19 



• J 

r;·, :::;:c, 
~ l~~~~'/)10.~ 

, lf;.!jr-'1/,' . f 
/ }(':_:).. -d· 

Livesey - a professional approach. Photo: Cleare 

ascents in the early 'seventies involved pro
fessional methods. Ed Grindley was notably 
pure in this respect. In 1972 he produced 
the masterful Fallen Angel, one of the best 
remaining lines on Pavey Ark. Two aid 
pitons were used and, as these were placed 
during an on-sight ascent, when any neces
sary gardening was also done, it was clearly 
a very fine lead; a model to which all should 
aspire. (The second ascent was led soon 
afterwards by Martin Boysen, who dis
pensed with the aid to produce one of the 
best Lakeland pitches, the on/off feeling 
being a constant companion.) However, in 
cases like this, there is a tendency for 
climbers to reward their own purity by 
granting themselves certain secret rests 
(biscuits) for the purpose of gardening 
cracks and cleaning mossy or lichenous 
holds. I have seen the purest of climbers pull 
on slings to inspect higher holds. In my 
opinion it is better to sort the line out first, 
and then climb it in a completely honest 
and pure fashion. Of course the first ascent 
which should receive the highest accolade 
is the on-sight lead with no aid whatso
ever, but I cannot recall any of the hardest 
Lakeland routes falling into this bracket. 

During these earlier years the events on 
popular crags outside Langdale were domi
nated by Colin Read and John Adams. 
One of their 1968 routes, Athanor, on 
Goat Crag, illustrates a form of free-route 
evolution that many people would con
sider to be healthier than, and preferable to, 
a 'professional' ascent. Adams and Read 
used six aid points on their first ascent, 
indicating an on-sight approach. Over the 
next few years these were gradually whittled 
away by local teams, until Jeff Lamb, a 
prolific jackal of this period, finally climbed 
it free . The result is a very difficult route, 
not particularly brilliant in line, but rather 
exacting in execution. One must remember, 
however, that in 1968 climbers had little 
pressure on them; they could afford to 
climb badly and just have a good time. In 
the early 'seventies, growing disapproval of 

Left: Views of The Graduate on Deer Bield Crag, 
showing John Eastham leading the first pitch 
(top) , and Rob Matheson making the delicate 
moves to gain the crucial groove on the second 
pitch. Photos: Matheson collection 

Grindley- traditional methods. Photo : Jan Roper 

the use of indiscriminate aid resulted in the 
trend towards professional methods. In the 
same way, climbers were led to think more 
about their own ability and, with this 
catalyst, standards improved. 

Read's and Adams' greatest achievement 
was Lord of the Rings, the girdle traverse 
of the East Buttress of Scafell, put up in 
1969. It took two full days to complete, and 
was climbed in the purest possible way -
the outcome always being in doubt. Such 
was the reputation of the route that it was 
six years before another ascent was re
corded, this time by two up-and-coming 
young climbers, Ed Cleasby and Bill Birkett. 
Other repeats quickly followed, culminat
ing in Pete Livesey's impressive solo ascent 
(using a back-rope on the big pitch). 
Another Scafell route to be hit by the 
jackals was Bonington's and Estcourt's 
White Wizard on the North Face. Put up 
in 1971, this utilized six points of aid - the 
result of an on-sight ascent by a traditionally 
trained pair. Should they have been more 
professional in their approach? In the fol
lowing years the aid was gradually whittled 
away, leaving the way clear for the recent 
free ascent by Martin Berzins - a fine 
achievement. 

At this time I was active on Dow Crag, 
busy creating routes such as Holocaust, 
Tarkus and Catacomb. The crag was not 
particularly popular with high-grade clim
bers, and was receiving little attention. 
Holocaust became controversial , however, 
because it involved two aid points on one 
pitch, one being a hammered nut. Never
theless, the best climbers failed to eliminate 
these, which at least gave me the satisfac
tion of knowing that I had done a profes
sional job. My foolish pride drove me to 
return to the climb in 1975 and, after some 
effort, I managed to climb the pitch free, 
by a line just to the left of the aid moves. 
No doubt the modern youngsters will want 
to know why that wasn't done on the first 
ascent. This I cannot answer, but I will say 
that in its free state the climb involves one 
of the harder moves in the Lakes. Tarkus 
and Catacomb presented no real problems 
and they provide climbs in the milder grade 
on some of the best rock in Britain. 

In many ways the 1973 guidebook con-



troversies represented a turning point in 
Lakeland climbing. Everyone had begun to 
think more about their contributions, and 
about their own ethical standards, as well 
as those of others. Jackal ascents were be
coming of increasing importance, taking 
some of the limelight from the first ascent 
teams, and it would appear that the profes
sional ascent had been accepted by all but 
a few. A quotation from William Clegg's 
1938 Langdale Guide is apposite here: 
"Today rock climbing enjoys more popu
larity than ever before ... What new climbs 
will this great influx of climbers add to our 
sport - what new methods - what new 
developments? The next new guide to rock 
climbing ... shall tell." Well, in 1973, 
Austin and Valentine failed to tell what new 
methods and developments had come to the 
fore in recent years. All they wanted to do 
was to "preserve the true spirit of rock 
climbing", in their own image. Today, the 
Fell and Rock is no longer the leading light 
in Lake District climbing. As a club it has 
failed to recruit the young influential 
climbers, and indeed its present age struc
ture gives a certain cause for alarm. 

Fell and Rock climbing guides always 
contain wise quotations and, in 1973, when 
preparing the new Scafell guide, Mike 
Burbage wrote: "One thing is certain, how
ever, classic routes which use little or no 
aid are becoming more of a rarity each 
year. Will this trend be reversed by a new 
and more skilful breed of climbers in the 
future?" Taking stock of the last three 
years, the answer to this question has to be 
'yes'. Classic routes, using very little aid 
and going in very unlikely places, have been 
produced by what one can only call a new 
and utterly dedicated breed of climbers. 

The first and most influential of this breed 
was Pete Livesey. His aim was to climb 
new routes with as little aid as possible, 
using, as tools, pre-programming methods 
and an ever-improving ability. Along with 
many other pioneers, he could see no point 
in laying himself open to ridicule by using 
aid. Better to make a professional job of 
things first time round: there are too many 
jackals about today, ready to feast upon 
imperfect performances. The pioneer has 
to be careful, and Livesey has been very 
careful indeed! One afternoon in 1974 he 
thoroughly inspected Read's and Adams' 
partially aided Nagasaki Grooves on Great 
End Crag, before soloing the line with a 
back-rope. He employed no aid; a feat 
which has not been repeated to this day. 
Other leading climbers have either used 
one point of aid or skirted round the nasty 
blank crux. It is a very fine climb and one 
point of aid now seems to have become 
an accepted feature. Within hours of per
forming this feat, Livesey moved up the 

Right: Rodney Valentine leads the second crux 
section on Bitter Oasis on Goat Crag, a route 
with a rapidly developing reputation for quality. 
Photo: Ian Roper 



valley to Falcon Crag, digested the intri
cacies of a blank wall on abseil, and soloed 
back up, next to the hanging rope. Dry 
Grasp was the result, and it is an aptly 
named little nasty - hard, technical and 
bold. 

Grindley, however, remained firm in his 
conviction that first ascents should be on
sight efforts and, in 1973, before moving to 
Scotland, he had his final fling on Pavey 
Ark, when he established Brain Damage. I 
had previously inspected the line from an 
abseil and had placed a piton under the top 
overhang, where I was sure that I would 
need one for a runner. The wall was so 
steep that I doubted if it would be possible 
to hang around without any biscuits in 
order to place protection. Shortly after
wards I got so cheesed off with the haggling 
and criticism I was experiencing that J 
virtually gave up climbing and left the line 
for someone else. Grindley was quickly on 
the scene. He removed the offending piton 
from a rope, but then replaced it during his 
ascent and used it for a rest, before com
pleting the climb. The interesting fact about 
this route is that the horrific second pitch 
is not as difficult as the rather insignificant
looking first pitch, which involves a very 
long reach on tiny finger-holds. ln fact, Jeff 
Lamb failed here shortly before making a 
free ascent of Fallen Angel! 

Late 1973 was a period when everyone 
was very touchy and quick to criticize any 
indiscretion. The "insular Lakeland syn
drome", as Keith Myhill described it, was 
breached when he and Ken Jones (both 
Derbyshire-orientated climbers) added a 
fine new route called Empire to Raven 
Crag, Thirlmere, using two aid points. 
Myhill (perhaps mischievously) made big 
claims for the climb's great difficulty. Not 
unnaturally, the route received a lot of 
attention because of these invasion over
tones, and local climbers quickly got to 
work to put the route into its true perspec
tive. It was not long before Jeff Lamb 
eliminated all the aid, producing a very 
hard move on the final pitch, and the route's 
final demise came when Livesey, playing 
silly buggers, soloed it with an abseil rope 
hanging down next to him. 

1974 was a busy year, especially for 
Livesey. It has been claimed that this long 
Yorkshireman initiated the rise in climbing 
standards in the Lake District. This is not 
true. What is true, however, is that he 
attacked lines on rock with a mind to free
climbing them, lines that other climbers 
thought would need aid. The Great But
tress on Goat Crag had only been breached 
by the happy-go-lucky metal merchants of 
the 'sixties Borrowdale Brigade; it was thus 
real meat for Livesey. Stories were circu
lating about him: he was said to spend days 
suspended from a rope, studying the rock 
face and contemplating future actions. His 
deliberations produced two classics: Foot
less Crow and Bitter Oasis. Although 
Livesey claims that they are both of Hard 
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Extreme standard, only Bitter Oasis seems 
to be a reasonably feasible climb. This 
route is now very popular, and it is without 
doubt one of the great Lake District climbs, 
requiring strong fingers and a quick 
technical brain to succeed. 

The first crux is only twenty feet from the 
ground. There are two alternatives: either 
a layback over a small overhang, to gain a 
shallow groove, or, a few feet to the left, 
small finger-holds leading to the same 
position. The second crux is more frighten
ing, as a fall would leave one dangling free. 
Again, confidence in small finger-holds is 
the key, as one traverses between roofs to 
reach the sanctuary of some bolt runners 
(remnants of the original bolt route) . I 
think these should be removed, as the 
natural protection is adequate, but the job 
would have to be done by abseil. 

Footless Crow is a bird of altogether 
different plumage. The first section follows 
Athanor through its crucial moves, before 
striking off rightwards at an easier standard 
into the centre of the face. The final section 
is as appalling as it looks, for it takes the 
stepped bulges direct. After several hard 
moves, utilizing a series of undercuts, a 
position of extreme discomfort is attained 
half-way through the bulges. Along with 
other climbers, like Ed Cleasby and Martin 
Berzins, I didn't have a clue what to do 
after that. A certain amount of prior know
ledge seems to be an essential requirement 
for the ascent of such difficult ground. 
Equipped with this knowledge, Ron Faw
cett and Chris Gibb managed to repeat the 
route, but they are the only ones to have 
succeeded so far. 

Livesey has also been active in Langdale. 
With Al Manson he produced the impres
sive Eastern Hammer on Gimmer Crag, 
free-climbing the line taken by the old Ross 
aid route, If. On this ascent, Livesey 
utilized all the old pitons for protection; 
he then added to the controversies that 
regularly surround him (then and now) by 
abseiling down the route and removing 
most of the pitons. As it happens, Eastern 
Hammer is laden with natural protection; 
it can therefore be fully enjoyed for its 
technical attractions and its position. Al
though only a one-pitch climb, it is ex
tremely tiring on the fingers and demands 
a confident approach. But the positions, 
out on the front of Gimmer's finest bastion, 
are superb, and the climb easily qualifies as 
one of the finest pitches in Langdale. 
Several repeat ascents have involved yo
yos, where the leader is lowered back to the 
stance from his top runner to rest. 1f this 
is done to excess, it obviously detracts from 
the achievement of the ascent. Most leading 
climbers have from time to time accepted 
the yo-yo as being a reasonable technique 
to employ while making a free ascent. It 
may not be a completely satisfactory an
swer, but the present state of the game 
permits it. Indeed, there are still many 
variations on the exact meaning of the 

word 'free ' , especially in relation to the 
hardest routes . 

Jeff Lamb, that friendly jackal from 
Carlisle, also got a piece of the action in 
1974, when he and Pete Botterill established 
Zeus on Scafell's East Buttress. This im
portant climb follows the groove line to 
the left of Phoenix. It soon gained a 
reputation for difficulty and poor protec
tion . Last summer, Ed Cleasby and I 
repeated the route for the first time, taking 
in a new finish directly up the arete between 
Phoenix and Ichabod. The first section of 
the climb had perfectly adequate protection 
and was of very high quality, involving 
delicate bridging up the main groove. With 
the addition of the arete, the climb certainly 
rates as one of the best on the crag. 

Yorkshire-based climbers always seem to 
have had a strong affinity with Lakeland 
climbing, and Livesey's influence can be 
seen as part of a long tradition which in
cludes such famous Yorkshire names as 
Austin and Dolphin. The current set of 
Y orkshire/Lakelanders includes, along with 
Livesey and Ron Fawcett, such climbers as 
John Sheard, Chris Gibb, Pete Gomersall 
and John Eastham, all of whom are trained 
in the skills and methods of their local 
limestone and gritstone areas. 

How is it that these visiting climbers have 
been able to do the hardest new lines and 
cut aid from the most difficult recent 
routes? The answer is a combination of 
dedication, training and chalk. In the late 
'sixties, gymnasium wall climbing, centred 
on Leeds University, became a popular and 
competitive pastime among the Yorkshire 
climbers. The better performers, such as 
Alan Manson and John Syrett (brilliant 
climbers who have virtually ignored the 
Lakes), pushed out the limits of what one 
could do with one's arms and fingers . 
Others followed their example, and stan
dards soared. It was also at this point that 
chalk reared its messy but effective head. 

The dust from the gymnasium floor was 
as natural as dry soil and lichen from the 
crags. But the dust was rapidly replaced by 
chalk, and soon white marks were to be 
seen on the local gritstone crags. In 1975, 
these marks also began to appear in the 
Lake District. Lichen and dry soil were out 
- the Yorkshire climbers had introduced 
the white menace! When fingers and minds 
are pushed to the limit, one result is sweat, 
and chalk neutralizes this factor. Unfor
tunately, there has been no market research 
into climbers' needs in this respect, and the 
only chalk readily available is light magne
sium carbonate. Chemists must have been 
alarmed at the increase of stomach com
plaints in rural areas. But chalk in this form 
is totally unmanageable: it is thrown and 
blown all over the place, and the 'white 
explosion' has literally covered the crags. 
Climbers who use chalk should make an 
effort to buy solid gymnastics chalk, as this 
is quite sufficient to remove unwanted 
grease from the fingers . The pollution 



Above: Ed Cleasby leads Saxon on Scafe/I Crag, 
a magnificent new route that plugs the gap be
Tween Central Bu/Tress and Moss Chy/I Grooves. 
Photo: Rob Matheson 

problem would thereby be greatly allevia
ted. I have used chalk for about a year, and 
I must admit that I have found it a very 
useful deterrent against sweaty fingers. Of 
course, some climbers refuse to use the stuff, 
claiming that it interferes with the enjoy
ment of others. This important aspect has 
caused most users to think twice and, in the 
Lake District, many climbers are beginning 
to use chalk more sensibly - in small 
quantities and only on the hardest moves. 
Chalk, I am afraid, is here to stay but with 
careful management it can find an accept
able niche in British climbing. The reporting 
of chalkless ascents is a rather artificial step 
in my opinion, as some climbers suffer more 
from sweaty fingers than others. However, 
use of chalk will always be up to the indi-

vidual, even if he is forced to secrecy. 
There is little doubt that in 1974 the new 

route scene was dominated by Pete Livesey. 
But since then, having adopted many 
Yorkshire practices, local climbers have 
largely taken over the lead again. Jackal 
ascents, on the other hand, have remained 
in the open market and this has helped 
maintain a highly competitive atmosphere. 
The local climbers who have been making 
the pace can be divided into two groups: 
one is based in Keswick and the other in 
Ambleside. Surprisingly, these two groups 
have always remained separate over the 
years, and a friendly rivalry has grown up. 

The Keswick-based group has Pete 
Botterill, Steve Clegg, Pete Whillance and 
Jeff Lamb as its main figures, while the 
Ambleside group consists of a real mixed 
bag of emigre Yorkshiremen and climbers 
from the Furness area. Partnerships are not 
as settled as in the Keswick area, and teams 

chop and change according to circum
stances. One partnership became familiarly 
known as 'loud mouth and foul mouth', 
due to the amount of noise generated both 
on the crags and in the pubs. The main 
dynamism has come from Ed Cleasby, with 
back-up roles being taken by Mike Lynch, 
Bill Birkett, John Eastham and myself. To 
list all the routes done by these groups 
would be a long and tiresome task, and the 
facts can easily be gleaned from Mountain's 
information pages. However, I will discuss 
some of the more important recent routes 
and the issues they have raised. 

Livesey had shown that completely free 
routes of the highest standards were possible 
with pre-programming methods, but even 
so, some local climbers found that they still 
needed aid to overcome a few new lines. On 
Dow Crag, I used an aid sling on Abraxas, 
an impressive overhanging crack line just 
to the right of Balrog. But the climb was 
soon jackalled into the realms of respecta
bility by Martin Berzins. Berzins, an intense 
young Yorkshire climber, spent most of 
1976 eliminating aid from modern routes, 
partnered mainly by his brother Bob. 
Nobody else has yet managed to free climb 
Abraxas, but, with or without the aid point, 
it is a very strenuous and sensational under
taking. Botterill, Whillance and Clegg have 
sinned twice. The first time was on their 
route Verdict, on Eagle Crag, where they 
used a nut for direct aid in the final smooth 
scoop, despite previous top-roped ascents. 
Again, Berzins managed to climb the scoop 
without the aid. Verdict is an enjoyable 
route, full of variety, and containing the 
most strenuous and delicate of climbing. 

The other route on which they sinned 
was Eclipse, the open corner just left of 
Astra, on Pavey Ark. This obvious line had 
long been ignored because of its brevity and 
apparent impossibility. Changes in tastes 
made it a must, and Whillance, Botterill and 
Clegg, climbing further south than usual, 
grabbed it but employed an aid nut. A 
few days later, unaware of the earlier 
ascent, Berzins and Ed Cleasby climbed the 
line without the aid, creating a very hard 
pitch. The crux is similar to that on Verdict, 
so it would appear that Berzins is particu
larly capable on blank scoop problems. 

The most recent line to be climbed with 
aid was Mother Courage, which takes an 
appalling looking overhanging wall to the 
left of Grindley's Brain Damage, on Pavey 
Ark. Both Cleasby and r inspected the line 
from an abseil, to see if it was possible and 
if it could be protected. Ed then made a 
very bold lead, placing a piton near the top 
- the quickest runner he could arrange at 
the time. He used the piton to rest, before 
completing the final fingery moves. The 
pitch, although not particularly technical, 
is extremely strenuous, with large holds a 
long way apart. It is a very exhilarating 
climb, to say the least. The inevitable free 
ascent followed within weeks, this time 
achieved by the talented Bolton climber, 
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Rough (below) on Dow Crag. This route crosses four others in I 50ft. and typifies the growing interest 
in technical moves that can compensate for any shortcomings in a routes line. All the routes in this 
area are exposed and on excellent rock however, a quality clearly demonstrated in the photo (above) 
of the easier Tarkus. Photos: Matheson collection 

A Selection of 100 Lakeland Extremes 
Route Aid Crag First Ascent Details Grading Details Comments 

Nazgul • Scafell Crag 1966 Brown, l/Jackson 5c +, 4c, 5a+ E3 Very strenuous pitch 1 

Saxon Scafell Crag 1976 Cleasby/Eastham 5a, 5b+. 5b E2 Delightful wall climb 

White Wizard • Scafell Crag 1971 Bonington/Estcourt 6a, 5a, 5b+. 5c E4 Hard finger jams, sustained 

Shadowfax Scafell Crag 1976 Botterill/Clegg 6a E4 Yo-yoed on first ascent 

Gilt Edge Eliminate Scafell Crag 1969 Read/lake 5a, 5b, 5a+. 5a+E1 Excellent route 

Dyad • Scafell East 1968 Jackson/Read 5c E2 Short, ha, d sections 

Leverage Scafell East 1958 Smith, A/leaver 5a + E1 
Gold Rush • Scafell East 1969 Cram/Young 5a, 4c, 5b. 5a+ E1 Very nice after pitch 1 
Lost Horizons Scafell East 1976 Livesey/Lawrence 6b E4 Unrepeated 
Ichabod • Scafell East 1960 Oliver/Arkless/Willis 5c E2 Good hardish classic 
Phoenix (Direct) Scafell East 1957 Moseley 5b, 5b E2 Strenuous but well protected 

Zeus (with Ar~te) Scafell East 1974 Lamb/ Botterill 5c, 5a E2 Short hard section 
Incubus •• Scafell East 1972 Read /Adams 5c+ E3 One point of aid, strenuous 
Holy Ghost Scafell East 1965 Bonington/Thompson 5b+ E2 Bold rather than difficult 
Lord of the Rings Scafell East 1969 Adams/Read 5b+ E2 Sustained at reasonable grade 
Central Pillar Esk Buttress 1962 Crew/Owen 5a. 5b, 5b+ E2 Good old classic 
Cumbrian Esk Buttress 1974 Braithwaite/Valentine 6a (one rest) E3 Bold and strenuous 
Hydra • Esk Buttress 1967 Isherwood/Taylor 5c E2 Quite thin 
Iago • Heron Crag 1965 Singleton/Jackson 5a, 6a, 5a E3 Bold and strenuous 

~B7a_lr_o~gc..._ _______ • __ D_o_w_ C~r_a.:cg _____ 1~9~6_5_~B~ro_w_ n'-, _L/'-J~a~c_k~so_n _______ 5_a.:_•~5_c---'+~ --~E~2~~N~o_ a~id~·~S~te~e~p_an~d_ st_r_en_u_o_u_s_ 
Abraxas • Dow Crag 1975 Matheson/Martindale 5c, 6a. 4b, 5a+ E4 No aid. Exhilarating 
Sidewalk • Dow Crag 1960 Brown, l/Stevens 5b+. 5a, 5a, 4c E2 Bold first pitch 
Nimrod • Dow Crag 1962 Miller/Kirby 5a, 5b, 5b+ E1 No aid. Very good route 
Holocaust • Oow Crag 1971 Matheson/Poole/Flemi ng 6a, 5b E3 Desperate moves on pitch 1 
Tumb7le _________ D_o_w~ C-ra~g'------197 7=5~~l~i-ve_s_e_y~/l- a'-w- r_e_n--'c-e---=-----6~a---'-------~E74- T=h~i--'n'-. -su_s_t_ai~n-e~d_a_n_d~b~o~l~d--

Catacomb • Dow Crag 1972 Matheson/ Matheson 5b, 4c. 5b+ E1 low in the grade 
Pink Panther Dow Crag 1973 Matheson/Matheson 5c E2 Good wall climb 
Rough Dow Crag 1975 Livesey/Lawrence 5c+ E2 Contrived but interesting 

Murray's Super Direct Dow Crag 1974 Matheson/Martindale 5b, 5a+ E1 Nice climb 

Silence • Dow Crag 1969 Read / lake 5b+. 4c E2 
Eastern Hammer Gimmer Crag 1974 Livesey/Manson 6a E3 Sustained and fingery 

Equus Gimme, Crag 1976 Cleasby 5b+ E2 Beautiful rock climb 
The Poacher Gimmer Crag 1963 Austin/Metcalf 5b, 5b+ E1 Low in the grade 
Brackenclock • Pavey Ark 1970 Austin/Soper/Faller 5a+. 5c, 5b E1 Well protected. No aid 
Ragman's/Sally • Pavey Ark 1971 Austin/Valentine Livesey/Rogers 5b, 5b+ E2 Overrated. Poor final pitch 
Cruel Sister • Pavey Ark 1972 Matheson/Colvin 5a+. 6a, 4c E3 Superb sustained wall climb 

Brain Damage • Pavey Ark 1973 Grindley/long 5c+ . 5c E3 Hard on pitch 1 
Mother Courage • Pavey Ark 1976 Cleasby/Matheson 5c E3 Very strenuous and bold 
Risus Pavey Ark 1972 Grindley /Soper /Harding 5a+. 5b+ E2 Good climb 
Eclipse • Pavey Ark 1976 Whillance/Botterill/Clegg 6a, 4c E3 Very thin indeed 
Astra • Pavey Ark 1960 Austin/Metcalf 5b, 5a E1 Without aid point 
Fallen Angel • Pavey Ark 1972 Grindley/Roper 6a, 5a+ E4 A modern classic 
Cascade Direct • Pavey Ark 1971 Long/Barley 5c E2 Pleasant enough 
Paladin • White Ghyll 1970 Matheson 5c E3 Strenuous and bold 
Eliminot • White Ghyll 1957 Brown, J/Smith 5b+. 5b+ E2 No aid on pitch 1 
Fine Time Raven Crag 1971 Livesey/Hammond 5c+ E3 Modern in concept 
Razor Crack Neckband Crag 1966 Austin/Wood 5a+ E1 
Gillette Direct Neckband Crag 1968 (lounds)/Wood/Austin 5c E2 Very nice pitch 

Aragorn Neckband Crag 1971 Evans/Parker 5c E2 Short but sharp 
Sword of Damocles Bowfell 1952 Dolphin/Hopkin/Greenwood 5a + E1 
North Crag Eliminate Castle Rock 1952 Drasdo/Gray 4b. 5a, 5b+ E1 
Rigor Mortis • Castle Rock 1975 Ross/Aughton 5a. 5b+. 5a E2 No aid on pitch 2 
The Ghost (via loop) Castle Rock 1964 Cram/Barnes/Young 5a. 5b+ E2 Steep and satisfying 

The Last Laugh • Castle Rock 1965 Bonington/Ross and others 5c, 5c+. 5b E3 Now free 

Eliminator • Castle Rock 1969 Freeland/Rudd 5b,5c E2 loose and poorly protected 
Triermain Eliminate Castle Rock 1953 Whillans/Cowan/Brown 5b E1 Just a short problem 

The Medlar Raven {Thirlmere) 1964 Bonington/Boysen 6c, 5b E2 One aid point on pitch 2 

Empire • Raven (Thirlmere) 1973 Myhill/Jones 
Gates of Delirium Raven (Thirlmere) 1976 Botterill/Clegg 
Totalitarian • Raven {Thirlmere) 1964 Bonington/Thompson 
The Creation Raven {Thirlmere) 1976 Botterill / Clegg 
Extol • Dove C_ra~g~ ____ 1_9_60 Whillans/Mortlock 

Dove ag 196~ Crew/l n_!ll_e _ 

• Dove Crag 1972 Read/Adams 
Dove Crag 1976 Botterill/Clegg 

Problem Child Dove Crag 1976 Cleasby/Berzins 

Dovedale Groove Dove Crag 1953 Brown, J/Whillans/Cowan 

Savage Messiah • Shepherd's Crag 1975 Birkett/McHaffie 

Route 1 Falcon Crag 1957 Ross/Lockey 

Dry Grasp Falcon Crag 197 4 Livesey 

Dangler • Falcon Crag 1969 Read/Rudd 

The Niche • Falcon Crag 1962 McHaffie/liddell 

Usurper Falcon Crag 1975 Gomersall/Bulmer 

Plagiarism • Falcon Crag 1962 Nunn/Woolcock 

Ostentatious/ Vertigo Black Crag 1958 ( Livesey) Ross/Aughton 

Grand Alliance Black Crag 1976 Matheson/Cleasby 

Nagasaki Grooves • Great End Crag 1972 Adams/Read Livesey (free 1974) 

The Verdict • Eagle Crag 1975 Clegg/Botterill 

Where Eagles Dare Eagle Crag 1975 Whillance/Clegg 

Cleft Direct Eagle Crag 1975 Botterill / Clegg 

Daedalus • Eagle Crag 1965 Nunn/Griffiths/Ross 

Post Mortem Eagle Crag 1956 Ross/Lockey 

Rat Race Goat Crag 1966 Henderson/Cook/McHaffie 

Voyage Goat Crag 1976 Clegg/Botterill 

Tumbleweed Conn. Goat Crag 1975 Botterill/Rawcliffe 

The Big Curver Goat Crag 1965 Ross/Wilson/lee 

Athanor Goat Crag 1968 Adams/Read 

Bitter Oasis Goat Crag 1974 Livesey/Sheard 

Footless Crow Goat Crag 1974 Livesey/Witham 

Pearls Before Swine Deer Bield Crag 1973 long/Harding 

Peccadillo •• Deer Bield Crag 1968 Read/Adams 

The Graduate • • Deer Bield Crag 1971 Matheson/Poole/Fleming 

Deer Bield Buttress Deer Bield Crag 1951 Dolphin/Brown, A 

Vikings Great Gable 1969 McHardy/Braithwaite 

The Tomb • Gable Crag 1966 Cram/Young 

Deimos • Eagle ( Buttermere) 1973 Read/ Adams 

Lost Colonies High Crag 1976 Livesey/Sheard 

Catalyst • Buckstone How 1972 Adams/Read 

Brutus Buckstone How 1975 Whillance/loughran 

The Wray Green Crag 1974 Mortimer/Allen 

A Selection of Routes from Other Areas 
Dream/ Liberator 
Bow Wall 

Eroica 
II Duce 
Shibboleth 
Carnivore 
Great Wall 
Jelly Roll 
Boldest 
Lubianka 
The Skull 
Resurrection 
Left Wall 
Right Wall 
Void 
Zukator 
Vector 
Big Groove 
Positron 

T. Rex 
Claws 
Mortlock's Arita 

Supersonic 
Bastille 

• Bosigran 

• Bosigran 

• Pentire Head 

•• Tintagel 

• Buachaille Etive 

• Buachaille Etive 

1970 
1957 
1971 
1972 
1958 
1958 

littlejohn/Cannings/Duckworth 
Brown, J 
Littlejohn/Morton 
Littlejohn/ Darbyshire 
Smith, A/Fraser 
Cunningham/Noon 

• Clogwyn du'r Arddu 1963 Crew 

Clogwyn du'r Arddu 1971 Evans/Rogers 

Clogwyn du'r Arddu 1963 Crew/Ingle 

Cyrn Las 1976 Cleasby/ Matheson/Eastham 

• Cyrn Las 1966 Boysen/ Williams/Jordan 

• Dinas Cromlech 1975 Edwards/Metcalfe 

• Dinas Cromlech 1956 Moseley/Smi th /S utherland 

Dinas Cromlech 197 4 Livesey 

• Tremadoc Rocks 1975 Edwards/Metcalfe and others 

• Tremadoc Rocks 1964 Crew/Harris 

• Tremadoc Rocks 1960 Brown / Davies 

• Gogarth 1966 Crew/ Alcock 

• Gogarth 1971 Rouse/Minks 

Gogarth 1970 Holliwell / Drummond/ Pearce 

Kilnsey Crag 1976 Livesey/ Lawrence 

• Chee Tor 1976 Proctor/ Birtles 

High Tor 1976 Fawcett/Birtles/ Evans 

•• High Tor 1976 Livesey/ Lawrence 

5a+. 5c, 5a, 6a E3 Hard moves but well protected 
6a, 6a 
5a,5b, 5b 
6a , 6a 
5a+. 5b+ 
5b, 5b+ 

5b+. 4a, 5b 
5c+ 
5c, 5c, 5b+ 
5b, (5a+) 
5c 
4c. 6a 
6a 

5c 

5b+. 5b+. 5a 
5b 
5c 
5b + 
5a, 4c, 6a 

6a+ 
5b+. 5b. 6a 
5b, 5c 
5c. 5c 

5b+. 5a+ 
5c 
5c, 5a 
5b, 5c, 6a 

5b+. 5a+ 
5a+. 4c, 5b+ 
5c+. 5b, 5c 
5c, 5c 

5c+. 6b 
5c 
5c 

5b. 5b+ 

E5 A modern horror 
E1 Free. A good climb 
E4 Short but hard 
E2 Free. Sustained 

E2 Good pitches but broken 

E2 Loose on pitch 1 
E3 Technical but short 
E3 Poorly protected and loose 
E1 Strenuous 

E2 Free. ·Short but bold 
E3 
E3 Very thin 
E2 Piton protection 
E2 Free. Excellent 
E1 Airy 
E2 Free. Good pitch 
E1 One piton for aid 
E4 Very thin 
E3 
E3 Final pitch poorly protected 
E2 Excellent pitch 
E3 Free. Strenuous 

E2 Free. Excellent 
E2 Free. Very hard work 
E2 Free. Intimidating 

E3 
E2 Good open climbing 
E2 Free. Long pitches 
E3 Free. Sustained 
E3 A great climb 
E5 Futuristic 
E3 Poor protection. Thin 
E3 Two aid points 
E2 One point of aid on pitch 2 

4c, 5a, 5b, 5b+ E1 Low in the grade 
5b+. 5c, 5b E3 Strenuous 
5a, 5c, 5a 
5c, 5a, 5a 

5c 
5b, 5c+ 
5c 
5b 

5a. 5c, 5c 
4c, 5b, 5b 

5a+. 5b 
5a, 5c, 5b+ 

E2 Original way 
E2 Free. Good final pitch 
E2 Very close to Psycho 
E2 Free. Good final pitch 
E2 Awkward 
E1 Pleasant route 

E4 
E1 
E2 
E3 

Free. Brilliant 

Sensational but safe 

Free 

One aid point on pitch 2 
5c, 5a, 5b+, 5a E3 Low in the grade. Often wet 
5b+. 4c. 5c, 5a E3 No aid. Superb 
5c+. 6a E4 Magnificent 

5a+. 5b+ E2 Good positions 

5b+ E2 Pleasant climb 
5c, 5b, 5b, 5c E3 Good pitches 
5b+. 5c, 5c E3 No aid 

6a E4 Very sustained 

5c E2 Sustained 15ft. section 
6b E5 Terminal 

5b+. 6a E3 Strenuous 

5b+. 6a E4 Technical and strenuous 

4c, 5b+. 5b E2 Old classic 
5a, 5c, 5a+ E2 High in the grade 
5c, 6a, 5c+. 5b E4 Very serious 

5c, 5b+. 5c E3 Serious top pitch 
6b,6b E5 
6a, 6a E5 
6b E5 
6b E5 One in-situ aid bolt 

* Or,gma/ly mvolvmg aid but now climbed free ** Aid moves st/// remam. A number of routes, previously regarded as Mild Extreme (e.g. 
Ded,car,on, G,mmer Stnng. Gandalf's Groove. Harlot Face Slant. Flanker), are now generally considered HVS. 



Jerry Peel, who has quite a number of early 
repeats to his credit. 

Mother Courage gives food for thought. 
If Cleasby had placed the piton runner be
fore his ascent, he might have been able to 
climb the route completely free. Another 
alternative would have been to adopt a 
tactic that many Yorkshire climbers seem 
to favour - the practice of using tension 
from a runner above the waist. Needless to 
say, a well-drilled second can help the leader 
quite effectively in this fashion, without it 
coming to the notice of any interested 
spectators. Everyone knows that this is aid, 
and of course everyone is free to use the 
method, but guilty parties should never 
claim free ascents, especially if they are 
doing first ascents or jackal ascents. The 
crux of the matter is honesty: report the 
truth, even if it doesn't match your ethical 
and theoretical desires. Cleasby's other 
alternatives on Mother Courage could have 
included continuous yo-yoing until a free 
ascent was achieved (wasn't Fingerlicker 
climbed in this way?), or he could have 
fallen off until he had rested enough to 
complete the last few moves. One way or 
another, there is a large and assorted box 
of biscuits to choose from. 

Climbers such as Martin Berzins argue 
that if a line requires aid it should be left 
alone. In the Lakes, over the past few 
years, I can think of only three important 
cases in which climbers have adhered to 
this fine, yet somewhat romantic principle, 
the climbs concerned being Shadowfax and 
Saxon on Scafell, and Tumble on Dow Crag. 

Shadowfax is a steep, fingery wall to the 
left of Botterill's Slab. Having been in
spected and left by various teams over the 
years, it was eventually climbed free last 
year by Botterill and Clegg. On Dow Crag, 
Pete Livesey and his faithful companion, 
Jill Lawrence, discovered and climbed 
Tumble in June, 1975. I thought all the free 
lines on Dow had been climbed, but Livesey 
had other ideas: he free climbed this very 
unlikely-looking groove line to the right of 
Holocaust (a line that Cleasby had climbed 
with several points of aid in 1973) before 
anyone really started to train. Tumble is 
very hard, very bold and very poorly pro
tected by all accounts. Reputed to be a 
brilliant pitch, it is an example of typical 
'Liveseyan' audacity. 

The third route was Ed Cleasby's and 
John Eastham's Saxon, on Scafell Crag. 
This follows an intricate and delicate path 
up the very steep wall to the right of the 
Great Flake pitch on Central Buttress, until 
a slanting crack can be entered and followed 
to a good stance. Thereafter, the line is 
more contrived, but it still gives excellent 
climbing. Cleasby and Eastham derived 
great satisfaction from climbing one of the 
last big lines in the Lakes without prior 
knowledge and without any aid. They were 
certainly helped by the fact that the route 
required hardly any gardening and the 
difficulties never rose to the harder Extreme 
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category, but it was nevertheless a fine 
achievement. 

Another recent free route is Livesey's. 
latest creation, Lost Horizons, the obvious 
leaning corner line to the right of Centaur. 
It had been half-heartedly tried by leading 
climbers for years, mainly in spirit rather 
than body. Although Livesey managed to 
free climb the groove, he hammered in two 
pitons for protection. The route is no doubt 
very hard indeed, but many will regard it as 
a retrograde step, partly because of the 
pitons (and because they were put in by 
someone who has spent so much time 
criticizing and removing other people's 
iron), and partly because the route was 
inspected in advance. It will be interesting 
to see if the jackals make a meal of this one 
in 1977. 

At this stage it might be worth referring 
to the large amount of gardening that has 
been going on recently in the creation of 
new routes - a fairly unusual procedure 
these days, with everyone craving for very 
hard lines on steep and generally clean rock. 
Dave Nicol, Chris Downer and friends (all 
Borrowdale based) have been well to the 
fore in this respect and, after major excava
tions, they have unearthed a number of 
very good routes. An outstanding discovery 
was Great End Corner, which was climbed 
in 1975 and is now regarded as one of the 
great classics of Borrowdale. It may be that 
the future will centre on freshly gardened 
crags or on the less popular crags that 
climbers like John Earl and Bob Hutchin
son have been developing in recent years. 

No doubt, some will describe the new 
routes as mere space-fillers. Such remarks 
are usually made by people who haven't 
done the routes, but it is true that climbs 
are being squeezed into smaller and smaller 
expanses of unclimbed rock between the 
classic lines, and this does lay them open to 
criticism of this sort. However, climbers are 
also showing a change of attitude, to accom
modate and rationalize these climbs: much 
more attention is being focused on the 
actual moves, rather than on the indepen
dence or fineness of line. An early route of 
this type was Livesey's Longhair, on White 
Ghyll. Put up in 1971, it was ten years 
ahead of its time. It is a twenty-five foot 
test-piece rammed in between Laugh Not 
and Man o' Straw, and so far it has been 
virtually ignored. Several other recent 
routes fall into the same category, though 
none are as blatant as Longhair. 

Dove Crag had two routes of this type 
added in 1976: Explosion (Botterill and 
Clegg) takes a groove line and plugs an 
empty space before the crag peters out into 
the hillside; Problem Child (Cleasby and 
Berzins) is a steep and poorly protected 
pitch that fills a gap between Extol and 
Hangover. Although not as fine as their 
neighbours, these routes are harder: this will 
be their attraction. Livesey also got in on 
the act with his route, Rough, on Dow 
Crag. Crowded on to a heavily developed 

area, it crosses four other routes in its 150ft. 
length. Nevertheless, though difficult and 
rather contrived, it is a most enjoyable pitch. 
Two similar routes on Gimmer Crag will 
probably achieve considerable popularity. 
Equus, by Ed Cleasby, follows the shallow 
depression between Eastern Hammer and 
Kipling Groove; a hard move is needed to 
break through the overhang above the Kip
ling undercling, but thereafter the blank
looking groove provides enough small holds 
and adequate protection to make it one of 
the more enjoyable undertakings on the 
crag. The other route, Livesey's Breaking 
Point, is crammed between Gimmer Crack 
and Gimmer String, but, as it takes an 
arete, it seems independent and should 
become very popular. 

Other examples of 'space-fillers' can be 
found on Shepherds Crag, where Stone 
Tape and Savage Messiah seem to keep the 
modern youths happy, even on hot days 
when one would have thought more satis
faction could be had on Scafe]]. There is 
no doubt that the gritstone attitude is 
flowing in: it is the delight of the individual 
moves that counts. 

However, if one is thinking of pure, 
naked difficulty, two 1976 routes, Gates of 
Delirium and Grand Alliance, probably 
deserve to join Dry Grasp and maybe even 
Footless Crow as the hardest Lakeland 
climbs. For once, Yorkshire had nothing 
to do with either of them. Ed Cleasby and I 
pinched Grand Alliance from the locals. It 
takes the obvious line between Vertigo and 
The Lastest, on Black Crag in Borrowdale. 
The wall was very mossy, so we spent some 
time cleaning it from an abseil rope; a few 
days later, armed with chalk and determina
tion, I led the pitch. It starts with a very 
delicate traverse between roofs and then 
goes directly up a bulging and desperate 
wall to the top. Ed described the pitch as a 
monster, and the Berzins brothers, who 
made the second ascent, showed great sur
prise that local climbers could climb at such 
a standard. 

The Berzins got even more of a shock 
when they repeated Botterill's and Clegg's 
Gates of Delirium, which takes the very 
steep rock just right of The Medlar, on 
Raven Crag, Thirlmere. By all accounts, 
they didn't make too good a job of the 
second ascent: Martin Berzins used aid 
while seconding the strenuous first pitch, in 
order to save himself for a free ascent of the 
crucial groove pitch. One can only assume 
that Botterill and Clegg made a very pro
fessional job of the first ascent, making use 
of all the pre-programming methods avail
able, before doing the actual ascent - which 
was as great an achievement as Footless 
Crow. 

The dramatic rise in standard that has 
taken place in small cliff climbing over the 
past few years has given new impetus to the 
endless debate on grading. What should be 
the grade of these new routes? The 
F.R.C.C., of course, calls them all Extre-



mely Severe, which is no better than the 
Very Severe grade in Scotland, as it covers 
a vast range. The 1976 Dow Crag guide, 
for instance, grades both Catacomb and 
Tumble at Extremely Severe, which is 
ridiculous, as the latter route is far harder. 
Under the F.R.C.C. system, the writer of 
the guide, John Martindale, was not allowed 
to introduce new grades. Alec Sharp's new 
Cloggy guide, on the other hand, had a 
superior system, whereby the Extreme grade 
is subdivided and individual pitch gradings 
are given. I wish the Fell and Rock would 
wake up to such ideas. Their intransigence 
has led to increasing discussion on the 
grading system in Lakeland climbing circles, 
and some radical solutions have been 
advocated. 

The super-fit devotees, being the influen
tial climbers, have recently tended to 
downgrade the old routes, fitting the new 
routes into their place. Hence, under the 
Crew/Wilson system, the old 5c's have be
come Sb's, and the old 6a's have become 
5c's. But the system originated at a time 
when 'climbing athletes' didn't exist, so 
'climbing athletes' have no right to down
grade. The crux on Ichabod has always 
been 5c as far as most climbers are con
cerned, and it should not be downgraded 
to allow grading space for harder routes. 
The system is open-ended, so the 6a and 6b 
grades should be used. The original inten
tion of the system was to give a technical 
grade, but time and use have expanded its 
meaning: a pitch with a whole series of 5c 
moves must be a 6a, and so the argument 
continues. Lakeland climbers, however, 
have now developed a new system for Ex
treme climbs, and this, together with the 
'old' system, can be examined on the 
accompanying list, which was compiled 
after taking into account the opinions of 
several leading climbers. The new 'E' grade 
is simply an 'impression' grade for the 
harder climbs - based on the idea that 
everyone has an impression of a climb after 
completing it. It is a five-fold system, 
ranging from El (Nimrod) to E5 (Footless 
Crow). Using the Crew/Wilson system as it 
should be used, the crucial pitches of these 
climbs would be graded 5b and 6b. 

What has surprised many people is the 
quality of the recent hard routes. Within 
the last few years, new routes have been 
discovered on almost every popular crag in 
the Lake District; many of them are as 
good as the classic climbs that previously 
formed the main attractions of Lakeland 
climbing. One outstanding route is Livesey's 
Bitter Oasis, which, though hard, is still 
within reach of many able climbers today. 
If one can tackle the established Extremes 
with comparative ease, then one should be 
able to struggle up some of the E3's - while 
failing with dignity on many! 

SUMMARY 
A discussion of the ethical and grading dilem
mas that are taxing the current Lakeland 
activists. 

Pointsof 
difference 
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'FREE' WAS THE LAST thing I felt as 
my speed threatened to become uncontrol
lable. The branding iron across my neck 
grew searing hot, whilst my surroundings 
were blurring past; my insides rose un
easily, as on the occasion of my first round
about ride on a big, painted horse : round 
and round , up and down till I was ready to 
die. But that's the trouble with catching the 
climbing bug from television : rock-clim
bers always look so cool when they perform 
on the box; they make the climbs look so 
easy that you think anyone can do it. 

It all began for me a few weeks after my 
eighteenth birthday. It was late spring and 

we reached an old fence which we climbed 
over into the trees . Neither of us made any 
comment when we passed a noticeboard 
which said, DANGER KEEP OUT, in 
large red letters. Forcing our way through 
the undergrowth, we stumbled across a path 
leading to a clearing littered with old cans 
and rusting debris of every description . 

"This is it," I said, a few moments after 
we'd broken through the trees. The quarry 
was an irregular amphitheatre about eighty 
yards across, and hadn't been used for 
years. We both felt a little apprehensive as 
we gazed into the depths of the green pool 
beneath us. The walls of the quarry were 

Dave incredulously. " Look!" 
"That's the guide, you twit - it tells him 

where the route goes." 
How could anyone be so dumb, 1 

thought, as to think he'd pulled out a bus 
timetable or a copy of James Bond. I felt 
pleased at the opportunity to display my 
knowledge of the climbing world. 

As we watched, the leading climber was 
reaching out cautiously with one toe. There 
was a moment's hesitation, then delicately, 
on invisible holds, he glided smoothly and 
rhythmically upwards for several feet; then 
stopped. 

"Done it, Ray," we heard him shout to 

TOUGH AT THE BOTTOM 
I'd been at home one lethargic Sunday 
afternoon, sprawled in front of the televi
sion. Some climbing came on; it was from 
Wales, or somewhere like that, and it really 
woke me up. The action had me on the 
edge of my seat with excitement. Next day, 
I made for a second-hand bookshop in 
town where I picked up a couple of ancient 
mountaineering books from the 'Sports and 
Adventure' section. One had numerous 
tinted illustrations of muffled heroes fight
ing their way through snow and storm in 
the Alps; most of them were accompanied 
by such stirring captions as, "He staggered 
for a second and I thought him lost". The 
other, a slimmer volume, was more instruc
tional, containing drawings of men in funny 
hats and ponderous-looking boots, whilst 
hands and arms were jammed by all manner 
of means into a variety of cracks and fis
sures. 

My father eyed my bulging, pear-shaped 
rucksack as I wheeled my bicycle from the 
shed at the side of the house. 

"Out for a ride," I announced helpfully, 
when he enquired where I was going. Dave 
was already waiting for me when I reached 
the edge of the field about thirty minutes 
later. I threw my bike down on top of his 
and asked him where he had got his new 
boots from. Dave's bony face split into a 
wide grin. 

"They're Army and Navy," he answered, 
lifting one foot to let me see the deeply 
cleated sole. They were heavy and tough
looking. 

"They're real climbing boots," I said 
enviously, suddenly conscious of my own 
inadequate suedes. 

"Just the thing, eh?" Dave had been at 
university for a year and seemed to spend 
his grant on anything but books. 

We set out across the open field in single 
file. There'd been several days of rain and 
Dave's new soles were picking up thick 
cakes of soil with every stride, until he 
appeared to be lumbering along in ·Franken
stein boots. I hoped the farmer wasn't 
around to see us stealing his field. Presently, 
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by Charles Clark 
riven in several places by jagged splits and 
cracks, choked with loose rubble; a narrow, 
unstable ledge clung precariously to the 
cliff beneath us, before ending abruptly in 
a blank wall; some huge, perched boulders 
on the ledge looked as if the merest glance 
would send them thundering into the water 
below. 

"What about an abseil from over there?" 
I said, pointing out a portion of the cliff 
which looked higher than our house. 

"Wow!" said Dave, "that's really big." 
"C'mon then, we can probably find a 

tree at the top to pass the rope round." 
As we picked our way along the edge, 

we passed another large rock a couple of 
feet from the drop. An iron pipe was lying 
nearby and we were unable to resist the 
temptation to use it as a lever under the 
boulder. Barrooom ! - the rock fell like a 
bomb, pulverizing a ledge forty feet down, 
and bounding into the pool with a great 
roar. We watched, transfixed, as the waters 
rushed together in a fountain of spray and 
sound was flung from one wall to another. 

"Hey!" called an angry voice, before the 
echoes had time to subside. "What the hell 
are you idiots playing at?" 

The sudden intrusion of another voice 
surprised me, because I'd thought no one 
else knew about the quarry, and we were 
getting to think of it as our own property. 

"Over there," hissed Dave, "two of 
them." 

On the far side, partly camouflaged by 
the shadow of a projecting buttress, were 
two figures. One of them, wearing a grey 
anorak, was surveying us both from a tiny 
stance about thirty feet up the cliff. The 
other, in a pullover, was positioned below 
and holding a rope which rose in a steep 
curve to the leader. We felt foolish and 
returned their stares in silence. Eventually, 
the leader decided he'd withered us by his 
stare and turned back to the cliff, reaching 
for his back pocket as he did so. 

"He's stopped to read a book," said 

his partner, "the rest's a piece of duff." 
"Looked easy enough," I said with as

sumed nonchalance, trying to puzzle out 
how he'd managed to hold on. 

"They're probably training for the Alps," 
Dave said. 

"Yer. Let's get round there and watch 
them finish." I was wondering if they were 
anyone famous. 

"We can look for a tree to rappel from 
as well." 

"It's called abseiling or roping down," I 
said, feeling irritated. God, he was slow. 
Dave still had a lot to learn about climbing, 
I could see that. 

We reached the other side just as a pair 
of dusty, disembodied hands rose over the 
edge and began groping around. I watched 
as the fingers tested and rejected several 
possibilities before they found the uneven 
edge of a recess, swiftly explored its dimen
sions, then folded into it. And gripped. I 
heard an exhalation of breath, the finger 
ends whitened, then a pair of hard eyes 
were peering over the top like a nosy neigh
bour. Another pull, and our friend in the 
grey anorak was on the ledge in front of us. 
He acknowledged our presence with a short 
nod, but didn't say anything. His chest was 
bright with an assortment of coloured slings 
which jangled with metal snap-links. The 
bulkiness of his upper body tapered swiftly 
to pointed canvas boots which looked in
congruously light in comparison. They were 
patched round the ankles with pieces of 
faded, curling leather. I thought he looked 
a bit like a dancer. Trailing over the edge 
behind him was a heavy, red rope flecked 
with gold. It looked expensive, and I 
promised to buy myself one as soon as my 
cousin coughed up the money for a Hornby 
train I'd sold him ages ago. He was starting 
to pull at the rope. 

"What was that like?" I said, venturing 
to interrupt. 

"Quite interesting, pal," he said neutrally, 
without looking round. I nodded as though 
I knew what he meant. 

"Does that mean the climb was easy or 



hard?" Dave said in a sceptical voice. 
I had turned to watch the climber as he 

trampled a path through the grass towards 
a nearby tree, crushing luminous patches of 
yellow and blue flowers into the earth. I 
grabbed our coiled rope and swung it 
across one shoulder. 

"It's just interesting, that's all," I said, 
beginning to move off. "C'mon, let's get 
started." 

Soon, we had chosen a tree close to the 
edge as our anchor-point, and I eased our 
musty rope round the trunk whilst Dave 
pulled on one end. 

"That's the middle," I said, when a few 
turns of cotton slid through my hands. 

"Chuck the rope over and see if it reaches 
the bottom." 

I gathered the rope together in loose coils 
and hurled it out as far as I could. A 
whooshing sound was followed by a soft 
slap from below. Dave was leaning out on a 
branch. 

"It doesn't reach," he said. 
"We can drop the rest," I answered, with 

an air of finality. I picked up the rope and 
passed a doubled loop over one shoulder. 
My hands were sweating already. "Shall I 
go first?" I said, trying to sound as if I 
didn't care either way. Doing it second 
would be nothing, since most of the un
certainty would be gone. Anyway, I'd read 
the book twice, so it was bound to be all 
right. I tried to avoid catching Dave's eye 
as I backed towards the edge. I didn't want 
him to see that I was scared. I got to the 
edge holding the rope with both hands, ·and 
the drop was suddenly frightening and steep. 
Maybe we should have tried an easier one 
first. The edge was overhung with ivy at 
this point and finding a satisfactory foot
hold wasn't easy. I didn't want to be a 
coward, either ... but it looked really easy 

in the book. 
I broke through the ivy and found a 

small purchase for one foot. I leaned back 
on the rope for the first time; it suddenly 
twanged alarmingly as it pulled free from a 
trailing branch, and I grabbed for a fresh 
grip to preserve my balance. 

"It says here beginners should use a 
safety rope.'' 

"What is he talking about?" I said to 
myself. He'd got the book out of my ruck
sack and was flicking through it. He'd 
better not chicken out now ... if he'd 
wanted to try a shorter one, he should have 
said. I made two or three clumsy strides 
downwards, then the rope stuck. I looked 
up and saw Dave's moon-like eyes peering 
at me. 

"How's it going?" he said, a split second 
before a shower of soil caught me full in the 
face and I broke into a fit of coughing, my 
throat being full of earth. 

"Stop sending stuff down, will you?" I 
shouted hoarsely, squinting with one eye 
over the protection of a sleeve. He said he 
was sorry, then kicked another shower on 
top of me as he moved to get out of line. I 
pushed myself away from the cliff and held 
my feet out flat when I swung back, un
wrapping the rope from my upper arm and 
starting to slide. This was the real thing. 
I'd known it would be easy. Then my suedes 
started to skid about on some slimy green 
streaks, causing me to swing round and 
bang a knee against the cliff. The rope be
gan to work its way over my collar and my 
right thigh was getting hot. More soil 
trickled down my face and I wanted to 
scratch it. I was glad there were no specta
tors around. I hoped Dave was keeping an 
eye on the rope up there ... I didn't like 
the way it was jumping about on the edge 
. .. whose idea was this anyway? 

I got moving again - kept my legs out 
straight that time. Then I found my feet 
kicking space beneath an overhang. The 
rope started to twist. I began to turn with 
increasing speed. I stuck one foot out, but 
I was too far from the rock. I was still de
scending; still spinning. I tried to put the 
brakes on, but my upper hand was begin
ning to open with fatigue. How far was it? 
A clammy feeling rose in my throat. There 
was a sudden loosening of the band round 
my leg. The rope didn't reach! I grabbed 
for the ends as they flayed past my face, but 
my hands wouldn't function ... I was hurt
ling through space. 

Silence. 
My brain wouldn't work for a few 

seconds. I felt I was lying on my back. I 
risked opening my eyes ... there was some
thing idling to and fro above me . . . I 
couldn't figure it out and my eyes hooked 
on to the movement as if hypnotized. 
Gradually, I grew aware. The object drifted 
into focus: the two ends of the rope were 
swinging lazily above me almost within 
arm's reach. I'd only dropped about five 
feet! In the background I sensed the up
ward sweep of steep rock; above, were 
trees and a sky with clouds sailing across it. 

Then, for the first time, I felt something 
sticky on the back of my right hand and 
looked down. It was a proper mess - yellow 
paint all the way down my arm. But at that 
moment I didn't care. I was down and I'd 
done my first abseil - I really was some
body now. A few pebbles pattered around 
me and the rope was jerked upwards. From 
above, a dark shape began to work its way 
unsteadily towards me, legs splayed out like 
a great spider. I stepped over an old settee 
to get out of the way. 

A few years later, I went back and tried it 
again - and it really was easy. A 

Swiss Mountaineering School 
ALPINE SPORTSCHULE GOTTHARD, CH -6490 ANDERMATT 

Tel. 01041 / 44/6 77 33 
Ski-Touring - Instruction Courses - Spring Climbing - Kajak Courses 

Instruction on roc k and ice for beginners and experienced cl imbers 
Touring w eeks - Private Tours - Hiking weeks - Su rvival Course 
Expeditions. Please ask fo r our Spring and Summer Prog rammes. 

'.337 .. 2 . 
~.~:lf.'il 

29 



Strenuous hand-jamming on the second pitch of Country Club Crack (5.11) on Boulder Canyon's Castle Rock. 

Article and Photos by Dudley Chelton and Bob Godfrey 
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During the early 1960s, many Colorado rock 
climbers viewed short climbs merely as pre
paration for longer routes in the high 
mountains. Speed was at a premium and few 
climbers were prepared to spend time work
ing on difficult free moves when a hard 
section could be quickly nailed. Also, with 
much virgin rock available and plenty of 
potential for new routes, there was little 
incentive to work on free climbing existing 
direct-aid routes. But, as the decade pro
gressed, attitudes began to change. Following 

David Rearick 
In 1960, David Rearick made the first 

ascent of The Diamond with Bob Kamps. 
As far as many people were concerned, this 
ascent firmly established him as a big-wall 
man, specializing in direct aid. However, 
Rearick was responsible in the early 'sixties 
for refining free climbing on small cliffs in 
the Boulder region and for developing the 
concept of free climbing as a worthwhile 
end in itself. He had climbed extensively, 
in California with Royal Robbins and 
Chuck Pratt, and his free climbing ideas 
were based on these experiences. He en
joyed imposing restrictions which pre
cluded the use of direct aid, and found 
satisfaction in working out free moves on 
unlikely looking sections of rock. 

In 1962, Rearick and Bob Culp went up 
to do a normal, mixed, free-and-aid ascent 
of T2, in Eldorado Canyon, a multi-pitch 
climb of some 600ft. One of its well known 
features was a finger-crack on the third 
pitch. Normally aided, this sprouted a 
number of fixed pitons, but Rearick 
managed to climb the pitch without using 
aid. Once over the hard part, he began to 
think about pushing the whole route free . 
Returning a few days later, he placed a bolt 
on the lip of the first overhang and , with 
its protection, began an attempt at free 
climbing the roof. He says: 

"Culp and I worked on it, and Lee Harrel 
was there. We were trying it any old way, 
mostly from the top of a talus spike, and 
we weren't making it. Harrel was fooling 
around downhill from the talus spike, 
and he said : 'Let's try it here.' I happened 

in the footsteps of the legendary Layton Kor 
there came a series of climbers who, by their 
efforts and example, led tastes towards true 
free climbing. Those involved - Dave Rearick, 
Royal Robbins, Pat Ament and Larry Dalke, 
together with the master boulderer, John 
Gill - are discussed in detail in the following 
article, which is taken from Godfrey's and 
Chelton's new book Climb! This chronicles 
rock climbing in Colorado from 1870 to the 
present day and is due to be published in 
June, 1977. 

to have the rope on, so I said: 'O.K., I'll 
try it.' I took an overhead belay through 
the bolt and got up over the hardest part 
on small flakes which have disappeared 
altogether now. Just as I went over the 
edge, I grabbed a big chicken head, 
which pulled off. I didn' t fall, managed to 
hold on, and got up. Then Culp also did 
it with an overhead rope. 
"One or two days later w~ came back to 
do it all free before anybody else. Culp 
was having an off-day, so I led three of 
the hard sections - the bottom, the 
finger-crack and the top." 
Shortly after his free ascent of T2, 

Rearick, accompanied by Pat Ament, em
barked on an ascent of the Yellow Spur on 
the west of Redgarden Wall . Layton Kor 
and Dave Dornan had climbed the route 
first in 1959, using direct aid on the first and 
sixth leads . Rearick was able to find free 
climbing alternatives to the first aid pitch 
and, in so doing, gave Pat Ament one of his 
first experiences of free climbing. Ament 
recalls that Rearick was his most influen
tial mentor in those early days: "Rearick 
was so different from Kor, very slow and 
meticulous . . . l realized he was getting 
much more out of his climbing." Ament 
himself was to develop free climbing to new 
levels in following years, and he acknow
ledges Rearick's influence in this respect. 

Royal Robbins 
Rearick had picked up his notions on free 

climbing in Yosemite, in the company of 
Robbins and Pratt. "Robbins really in
vented the free climbing game," says 
Rearick. Sardonic, witty, a specialist in 

Pioneers of 
Colorado 

Free-Climbing 
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John Gill Royal Robbins Pat Ament 

groan-inducing puns and sweat-inducing 
free climbs, Robbins displayed a superb 
gamesmanship in his approach to rock 
climbing. Competitive by nature, he de
lighted in measuring his abilities against the 
best standards of the day, either by free 
climbing classic routes which had pre
viously depended on direct aid, or by seek
ing out new routes. Rationally appreciative 
of both the benefits and the drawbacks of 
competition, he had little taste for its 
harsher overtones; but he thrived on com
petitive situations, which motivated him to 
give of his best, implicitly throwing down 
the gauntlet to say, with a grin, "Try and 
better that, if you can!". 

Robbins visited Colorado in the summer 
of 1963 and, with Layton Kor, put up a new 
route on The Diamond in the incredibly fast 
time of one day from Broadway to the 
summit of Longs. They called the climb 
The Jack of Diamonds. A couple of days 
earlier, they had also climbed the Rearick/ 
Kamps Route on The Diamond, again in a 
single day. 

But it was 1964 that was Robbins' big 
year for free climbing in Colorado. ln the 
summer of that year, he teamed up with 
Pat Ament to make a series of brilliant 
climbs, which were considerably more 
advanced than existing free routes. The pair 
decided to attempt a free climb of Country 
Club Crack on Castle Rock in Boulder 
Canyon, a route first climbed by Ted 
Rouillard and Cleve McCarty in 1956, 
mainly on direct aid. The climb followed a 
left-angling crack system, slightly over
hanging, and leading up to a pronounced 
overhang just below the top. Rearick had 
made an unsuccessful attempt to free climb 
the route and had reached a point part way 
up the cracks, but had had to resort to 
direct aid below the roof. Ament felt that 
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the route could go all free and decided to 
"sic Royal on it". 

Robbins climbed the first few moves on 
direct aid, clipped the rope into a kara
biner, and descended. With overhead pro
tection he was able to free climb the 
difficult starting moves of the route. He was 
then also able to free climb the cracks and 
a few moves over the roof. The final section 
resisted his efforts and he used two pitons 
for aid to overcome the last eight feet of 
difficult climbing. But, even so, his ascent 
was a remarkable demonstration of tenacity 
and free climbing expertise. 

Shortly afterwards, Robbins completed a 
number of other free routes on Castle 
Rock. These included a free ascent of 
Athlete's Feat, the most sustained and 
difficult free climb to be made in the Boulder 
area in 1964, involving three pitches of 
5.10 and two of 5.9. Robbins also led free 
ascents of two other difficult climbs on 
Castle Rock, the By Gully and The Final 
Exam. While he was leading the latter 
climb, his wife, Liz, was sitting at the base 
of the cliff, carving a piece of wood. Rob
bins looked down and grinned. "Now Liz," 
he said, "don't bewhittle my efforts." 

In 1963, Kor and Paul Mayrose had 
climbed the classic Crack of Fear on the 
Twin Owls, also close to Estes Park. The 
ascent had involved direct aid, and Kor had 
placed three expansion bolts on the second 
pitch from precarious perches on six-inch 
bongs. In 1964, Robbins, with Rearick and 
Dan Davis, attempted to make the second 
ascent, hoping also to free climb the route. 
Rearick set off leading the first pitch with 
his left side in the crack. Robbins, who had 
not climbed the crack before, called up to 
him: "You won't stand a Chinaman's 
chance if you don't get yourself properly 
orientated." It turned out that the crack was 
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indeed easier if climbed with the right side 
in. Robbins was able to free climb most of 
the difficult second pitch, but had to em
ploy two aid pitons at a difficult bulge, 
where the crack jogged to the left. It later 
turned out that this section had actually 
been free climbed by Kor on the first 
ascent. Robbins had attempted to use 
standard crack climbing technique, with 
the side of his body wedged in the over
hanging crack. Kor had moved outside the 
crack and had used its edge as an under
cling, with his feet in opposition against the 
wall, which made it somewhat easier. 

Even though Robbins missed out on the 
first completely free ascent of the Crack of 
Fear, the climbs he did on Castle Rock 
comprised the most impressive spate of 
short, difficult free climbs that the area had 
witnessed. 

In 1964, the most significant difference 
between Robbins' approach to free climb
ing and that of Colorado climbers was his 
willingness to push his standard to the 
limit, which included being willing to take 
repeated leader falls, close to protection. 
Generally, Colorado climbers at this time 
were very conservative about falling. Rob
bins demonstrated that short leader falls 
could be taken safely, and that by these 
means free ascents at a new level of 
technical difficulty could be accomplished. 

Pat Ament 
In 1966, Pat Ament was in his best climb

ing shape ever. After gaining experience 
with Rearick and Robbins, he had applied 
himself to free climbing and was primed to 
attempt new free leads of his own. In 1964, 
Robbins had been the motivating force and 
had done most of the leading. Ament had 
accompanied him, apprentice-like, belaying 
patiently, watching carefully. They had a 





Above: The overhanging ini1ial moves of T2 (5.9+ ), one of The fine routes on Redgarden Wall in Eldorado 
Canyon. Below: The steeply overhanging Supremacy Crack which was one of the first pitches in North America 
to be given the 5.11 grading. 

lot in common. "Royal likes chess and puns 
and blowing ego trips with his own," 
Ament wrote in his autobiography. "He is 
the first climber I have met who is as 
competitive as myself." Robbins joined 
Bob Dylan in Ament's gallery of archetypal 
folk heroes. 

Ament had climbed regularly with Kor 
and Dalke close to Boulder, and had put up 
a number of hard aid routes of his own, 
including Evangaline, Temporary Like 
Achilles, Apple Strudel, Fire and Ice, and 
Centaur. As his aspirations towards free 
climbing grew, Ament began to work out 
on the local boulders, and he soon became 
one of Boulder's leading experts. By 1966, 
he was emerging from his role of appren
tice to Kor and Robbins and was looking 
for a way to carve his own particular notch 
on the Colorado climbing scene. 

On a summer day in 1966, Ament again 
found himself in the company of Robbins. 
They were joined by Don Whillans, who 
was visiting Colorado, and the trio set out 
for a day of climbing in Eldorado Canyon. 
Having climbed the classic Ruper on Red
garden Wall, they wandered over to a small 
detached rock at the west end of the 
canyon. The back of this rock, which over
hangs steeply, is split by Supremacy Crack. 
Ament had made a number of previous 
attempts on the crack, and had succeeded 
in climbing it with a top-rope, but had 
never managed to lead it. 

Robbins tried first at the bottom of the 
crack. He succeeded in gaining a few feet, 
and fixed protection before lowering off. He 
had with him a number of curious pieces of 
equipment that he had recently acquired 
from England. These were tapered metal 
wedges, threaded on nylon sling rope. 
Robbins explained to a somewhat disbe
lieving Ament that the wedges, or 'nuts' as 
they were called, could be jammed securely 
into cracks in the rock as an alternative to 
hammering pitons. He had placed one at 
his high-point on Supremacy and lowered 
off on it - a convincing demonstration of its 
holding power. Even so, Ament was not 
quite convinced, and he decided to use 
pitons, with which he was familiar, when it 
came to his turn to attempt to lead the 
crack. 

During the next two hours, Ament made 
three or four attempts at the crack, with 
rests in between. Severely overhanging and 
sharp-edged, the crack provided secure 
jams, but was viciously hand-scarring. 
Hanging strenuously, Ament was at last 
able to place a protection piton above 
Robbins' nut. Clipping into it, he lowered 
off - a 'swinging' route, states the guide
book. With a grin, Robbins lowered him 
down. After a long rest, Ament tried again. 
Eventually, after a good deal of 'swinging', 
lowering and resting, the rope ran through 
a protection piton a few feet below the top 
of the crack. Meanwhile Whillans had lost 
interest in the proceedings, and had 
wandered off to sunbathe. Ament felt that 



the high protection piton would stop him 
from hitting the ground, even if he fell from 
the top of the crack. It gave him overhead 
protection from the lower section and, with 
its reassuring presence, he was able to climb 
the crack and the last few feet to the top in 
one continuous ascent. 

Supremacy Crack, though only a short 
40ft. pitch, was a notable achievement. 
After discussion with Robbins, Ament 
graded the pitch 5.11. Technically one of 
the hardest pitches in America in 1966, it 
was also one of the first to receive this 
grading. 

During the remainder of the decade, 
Ament devoted a great deal of energy to 
free climbing and he accomplished a lengthy 
list of ascents in the Boulder region. These 
included difficult routes like Country Club 
Crack, Super Slab, Tongo, Vertigo and 
Super Squeeze, all of which had previously 
been climbed on direct aid. Of these, his 
ascent of Country Club Crack in 1967 was 
particularly notable, and far more signifi
cant than Supremacy Crack. Ament was 
able to free climb the whole route, including 
the last few feet that had defeated Royal 
Robbins in 1964. Both pitches were graded 
5.10. In his guidebook, Ament described the 
climb as "one of the most difficult free 
climbs in the world", and it was indeed a 
remarkable achievement for 1967. 

During this period, Ament's particular 
free climbing aspirations were beyond the 
comprehension of other climbers: he had 
visions of free climbing major direct-aid 
routes like the Naked Edge, Outer Space 
and the Diving Board, several years before 
such aims were to become realities. 

Ament never clearly defined the style in 
which he did some of his free ascents. 
Tending to be pointedly vague when ques
tioned, he became known as a controversial 
and contradictory character. He regularly 
bemoaned the fact that the protection was 
at his waist (and not at his nose), often 
proudly stated, "I did every hard move 
with a pin in front of my face", and then 
led the overhanging crux section of the 
second pitch of the Crack of Doom, in 
Yosemite, completely unprotected. 

Though many of Ament's free ascents 
were done in good style, some were done 
'free' in ways of which his critics disap
proved. He had a considerable repertoire of 
unorthodox methods. For example, when 
he climbed the North-West Corner of the 
Bastille with Roger Briggs, in 1966, he used 
pitons and etriers to aid up and fix protec
tion, before making the crux 5.10 moves. 
On the crux of Vertigo, a steep dihedral 
high on Redgarden Wall, he climbed the 
first and most difficult moves free, but 
continued up the remainder of the pitch 
using pitons for aid. On a climb called 
Gorilla's Delight, in Boulder Canyon, he 
was unable to find good protection for the 
crux 5.9 friction slab and, after scrambling 
to the top of the cliff via an easier route, 
brought his partner, George Hurley, up the 

slab with an overhead rope. In each case, 
Ament recorded a first free ascent. Critics 
were later to say that he had cheated on 
these pitches. His reply - "As J was setting 
new standards, can it really be said that my 
methods were cheating?" - was not too 
convincing. 

It later became a question of considerable 
speculation as to whether Ament honestly 
felt that these climbs were valid free ascents, 
or whether he was merely engaged in build
ing his own myth. Ament was nineteen at 
the time, and eager to go places. Towards 
the end of the 'sixties, his egotism became 
notorious among local climbers. "Climbers 
disdain me, take shots at me," he wrote in 
his autobiography, "But not as cheap as 
mine at them." His unwillingness to admit 
details of some of his ascents was to cause 
him grief in following years, and in a sense 
he was a victim both of his ego and of the 
competitive pressure of the free climbing 
era. Direct aid climbing had peaked and 
hard free climbing was the way to make a 
mark. Robbins had shown him a model of 
the successful, on-top-of-the-world, com
petitive climber; but whereas Robbins han
dled competition with sardonic competence 
and humorous one-upmanship, Ament, 
with a nineteen-year-old's hunger for 
recognition, gilded the lily a little too much; 
enough to give his critics ammunition. His 
climbs were hard, "but ... ".Andover the 
years the "but" grew larger, fanned by the 
wind of Ament's own defensiveness. As 
Robbins has said, "The lure of the first is 
strong". 

Despite stylistic inconsistencies, Ament's 
climbs in the later years of the 1960s 
accord him an important place in the 
history of Colorado free climbing. It is 
illuminating to note that many first free 
ascents of the 'modern era' of the 'seventies 
have also been done in similarly less-than
perfect style. Ament's sin, if sin is the right 
word, was only that he did not level about 
the way he had done some of his climbs. 
The fact that the word 'sin' is in any way 
applicable is as much a commentary on the 
competitive pressures of the free climbing 
era as it is on Ament as an individual. 

In 1976, an older, wiser and less hot
headed Ament grinned ruefully and spoke 
of "being the victim of my own ego over 
the years". He is a complex mixture of 
James Thurber and Machiavelli, and his 
ups and downs on the rock face have been 
accompanied by erratic emotional plunges, 
from heights of poetic wonderment to bouts 
of black despair. Over the years he has 
succeeded in generating more diametrically 
opposed reactions than any other climber 
in Colorado. His climbing style may 
occasionally have been questionable, but 
there has never been any question about 
Ament's controversial nature, in which he 
has delighted. "Those old farts are just 
jealous," he says of his critics with a grin. 
His response to his detractors has some
times taken the form of one of his notorious 

"black letters" : angry epistles castigating 
them for real or imagined offenses. In con
trast, he has won the lasting respect and 
friendship of such well known climbers as 
Tom Higgins, Dave Rearick, Steve Wunsch 
and John Gill, who have been able to see 
beyond the more obvious defences of his 
ego. 

During his climbing career, Ament pro
duced a steady stream of writings, co
authored th<:: rock climbers' guidebook, 
wrote a short autobiography, and published 
various short articles on climbing subjects. 
Just as his presence has livened up the 
Colorado climbing scene in the past, one 
suspects that his pen will continue to do so 
in the future. 

Bouldering: Ament and John Gill 
After his free climbing experiences with 

Robbins, Ament began increasingly to work 
out on boulders. Bouldering had previously 
been considered as a form of training for 
longer routes, but Ament saw its potential 
as an activity in its own right and began to 
dedicate himself to the development of 
harder and harder problems. "T want to 
commune with the rock, instead of doing 
battle with it," he wrote. The peak of 
Ament's bouldering came in the years 1967-
1969. Flagstaff Mountain, near Boulder, 
had long been a centre of such activity 
amongst local climbers. Ament's pioneer
ing of such climbs as First Overhang, Right 

Below: John Gill in action. 
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Right: The crux moves on the main pitch of 
Eldorado Canyon's Green Spur (5.9 + ) which 
was first climbed free by Larry Dalke in 1967. 

Side of the Red Wall, The Consideration, 
and difficult routes on Capstan Rock and 
elsewhere, represented a new level in this 
esoteric art and, in the company of such 
experts as Bob Williams, he was able to 
demonstrate that bouldering did indeed 
have potential as an independent activity. 

In 1968, Ament heard of a climber named 
John Gill, who lived in Fort Collins, north 
of Boulder, and who was reputed to be a 
specialist on boulders. Ament headed up to 
Fort Collins to seek out Gill and learn more 
of his approach. During the ensuing years, 
Ament bouldered frequently with Gill and 
describes him as a person of "rare mythical 
qualities, stature, and bewildering ability". 
During his attempts to repeat some of Gill's 
problems, Ament frequently "squeezed the 
initial holds and sighed". He writes : "I 
could grasp the holds but not the problem." 

John Gill has become a legend among 
rock climbers. Since the mid-fifties he has 
become America's leading specialist in 
making short climbs of extreme technical 
difficulty on boulders, particularly face 
climbs involving minute hand-holds. Dur
ing his early days in the military, Gill was 
involved in gymnastics and trained on a 
regular basis. As his interest in bouldering 
developed, he worked out specific training 
exercises to improve his ability. By means 
of intensive training, he developed his 
strength to the point where he could do a 
one-finger pull-up. This is a remarkable feat 
when one considers that few top class rock 
climbers are capable of doing even a one
arm pull-up. 

Gill's approach to bouldering was built 
around concepts of difficulty, style and 
technique. He was the master of the small 
hand-hold, and invented a Bl- B3 grading 
system for difficult boulder climbs. In his 
article, 'The.Art of Bouldering', Gill writes: 
"A climb of bouldering difficulty should 
involve moves whose fifth-class ratings are 
at least F.10." In other words, Bl takes up 
where 5.10 leaves off. A B3 problem auto
matically became B2 if successfully done 
once by anybody. Gill rejected the com
monly held notion that bouldering is simply 
a form of practice for longer climbs. In his 
opinion, "the boulderer is concerned with 
form almost as much as with success, and 
will not feel that he has truly mastered a 
problem until he can do it gracefully". 

As Gill refined his approach to boulder
ing, he developed new techniques. "You 
should use gymnastics, acrobatics and aero
batics," he said, "and a good boulder route 
should almost require the use of these 
techniques." Gill developed the swinging 
lie-back in the 'sixties, but he makes a dis
tinction between dynamic moves and wild 
lunges, saying: "A dynamic move has to be 
done with control." 

Competition has always been a thorny 

36 

question, and many climbers feel that it 
detracts from the value of rock climbing. 
Gill felt that competition played an im
portant part in bouldering, and wrote: "In 
bouldering .. . sportsman-like competition 
plays a valid and appropriate role, especial
ly in forcing the participant to overcome 
psychological blocks hindering the advance
ment of his technique." 

The brief notation included here gives 
only an indication of Gill's activities. In
terested readers are referred to Pat Ament's 
forthcoming biography of Gill for a more 
complete picture of his incredible ability. 

Larry Dalke 
During the mid-sixties, Larry Dalke be

gan to show his phenomenal rock climbing 
prowess. He made a number of free ascents 
of existing aid pitches, including the Green 
Spur, the second pitch of Kloeberdanz, the 
final pitch of the Naked Edge and the last 
pitch of the Yellow Spur. 

Dalke graded these pitches 5.9. It was 
not until the 1970s that they received second 

free ascents, and the term "a Dalke 5.9" 
(usually meaning 5.10 by later standards) 
came into being. 

During this same period, Dalke became 
interested in solo climbing difficult aid 
routes and made a solo ascent ofX-M on the 
Bastille, using a roped self-protection system. 

In 1967 he made another remarkable solo 
ascent. The North Face of the Matron, the 
Nord Wand, was reputed to be one of the 
most serious aid routes in the Boulder area. 
Kor, at the peak of his expertise, had found 
it very hard, and had taken a long time and 
a number of attempts to lead it. The guide
book gave the route an A4 rating. In 1967, 
using his roped self-protection system, 
Dalke soloed the route in four-and-a-half 
hours! 

Dalke's last major solo ascent was prob
ably the most extraordinary solo climb to 
take place in Colorado during the 1960s. 
He soloed Psycho in Eldorado Springs 
Canyon. A difficult direct aid pitch led up 
and over a roof to a hanging belay. From 
here, in 1962, Kor had led an unprotected 

free climbing pitch along the lip of a mas
sive roof. The pitch had become notorious 
and was solid 5.9. Dalke led the first pitch 
up to and over the roof in conventional 
manner, protecting himself by sliding 
jumars along the anchored rope. It was 
obvious to Dalke that finding places to 
stand and slide the jumars would be im
possible on the 5.9 face climbing above the 
roof. He looked it over, trying to figure out 
what to do. People watching said that he 
pulled up half a rope length of slack, tied 
off, and just went for it. He free climbed 
along the lip of the roof, making the 5.9 
section look like 5.4, with a huge loop of 
slack rope hanging down from his waist. 
Dalke's only remark after the climb was: 
"It was sort of hairy." 

In contrast to his tremendous technical 
ability on rock, Dalke possessed peculiar 
blind spots. Once, climbing with Tex 
Bossier on a route which Bossier had 
climbed before, he called down : "Am I at 
the hard part yet? Where does the hard 
part start?" Tex shouted up: "You're at 

the hard part, Dalke, you're right at the 
crux." Dalke shouted down : "Where does 
it get easy again?" His inability to judge 
the difficulty of moves was one of Dalke's 
noted characteristics. 

Another side of Dalke's character was 
his reverence for the mountains. In a very 
simple way, he perceived beauty all around 
him, commented on it frequently, and 
would make difficult moves to climb round 
a flower without damaging it. 

Off the climb, Dalke was at times an
other person. His big old B.S.A . motor bike 
was his other passion in life. He disliked 
authority and loved to drive the highways 
at 100 m.p.h., keeping one eye open for the 
police. 

Dalke's most impressive free climb took 
place in 1967 when he decided to attempt 
to free climb X-M, on the Bastille, in 
Eldorado Canyon. He had previously clim
bed the route twice: once with Kor and 
once solo. The first pitch was a massive 
detached flake. In 1975, Dalke recalled : 
" Originally I just thought of doing the first 

crack free. I remember feeling amazed when 
I got to the top of the flake that I had been 
able to do it free." At the top of the flake 
he was faced with a steep slab leading off 
to the left. On the first ascent in 1962, 
Ament had led it using rurps. A bolt, which 
had been placed part way across the 
traversing section of the slab, gave Dalke 
"something to go for". The moves were 
extreme; it was impossible to obtain pro
tection. He placed a knife-blade in a thin 
crack, but felt that the protection it gave 
was purely psychological. This section was 
extremely serious: a fall would have re
sulted in him smashing back into the de
tached flake at the top of the first pitch. 
When interviewed in 1975, Dalke recalled 
this pitch and the rest of the climb as 
follows: 

" ... I think I got something psycholo
gical in the corner (at the start of the 
second pitch) - a knife-blade or a rurp. 
I was out there, hanging on to the hold 
before the bolt, trying to get something 
in . Then it was easy up to the belay, and 
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Above: Larry Dalke making the first J,-ee ascent of X-M (5 .10) in 1967. Below: The crux moves on 
the poorly protected second pitch of X-M. 
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easy for a ways after that. I got some 
little things in. I was still free climbing. I 
went up, and came back, and thought it 
over. I knew there was a ledge up there, 
but you have to commit yourself. It 
wasn't really a lunge. It 's just that once 
you're up there you just can't get down, 
because the sequence of moves up to that 
point is complicated. When I got there I 
remember hanging on and just trying to 
get a piton in at the same time. I can't 
remember the sequence after that, be
cause that was the worst part. I remem
bered the next pitch well from the time 
when I had soloed it. I tried to climb the 
whole thing pure, and didn't hang on to 
any pitons. When l came to a resting 
place, then I would rest. " 
Four years were to pass before X-M 

received its second free ascent, from Dun
can Ferguson and Jim Erickson. Their re
port of the technical difficulties and serious 
nature of the climbing served to affirm 
Dalke's skill and boldness in 1967. In 1975, 
the climb was still graded 5.10, with the 
suffix, "protection difficult." 

More than any other single climb of this 
period, Larry Dalke's ascent of X-M in 
1967 has become acknowledged by modern 
rock climbers as an advanced climb for its 
time, and one which possessed characteris
tics which were to become hallmarks of the 
most difficult rock climbs of the 1970s : 
boldness, technical difficulty, seriousness, 
and undertaken in pure free climbing style. 

Dalke continued to climb for a while 
after making this ascent, but later, follow
ing conversations with Kor, he forsook rock 
climbing and joined the Jehovah's Wit
nesses. 

Postscript to the 'Sixties 
Difficult direct aid climbing peaked in 

Colorado during the 1960s. As more and 
more routes were done, it became obvious 
that direct aid made possible virtually any 
line on any cliff. The outcome of new 
climbs was no longer in question. 

Rearick's free climbing efforts in 1962 
represented the beginning of a line of 
development in which a set of somewhat 
artificial parameters was developed and 
refined, to put the outcome of climbing on 
smaller cliffs more in question . A pitch 
which involved pitons for holds or resting 
was not considered to have had a free 
ascent, and Rearick was the first climber in 
the Boulder region who really applied him
self to free climbing pitches that had pre
viously been climbed on direct aid . As free 
climbing developed , more and more limita
tions were introduced to maintain an 
element of uncertainty. Style became pro
gressively more prescribed, and with that 
there came a diminution in the happy-go
lucky approach that had characterized 
climbing in the 'sixties. 
SUMMARY 
Colorado A discussion of the main figures and 
events in the development of true free climbing 
in Colorado in the early 'sixties. 
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THE YOUNG SHAVERS 
Recollections of an Alpine Club Member 

I N the centenary volume of the Alpine 
Journal (1957), Jack Longland recalled 
with clarity the position of the Alpine 

Club between the wars. He over generously 
wrote that I was at the heart, during some 
of those years, of recurrent attempts to 
reform the A.C. and to bring it into sympa
thy with what young mountaineers were 
trying to achieve. It is true that we felt that 
any institution that remains static is mori
bund and we strove to infuse new ideas. In 
one plea, published in the 1932 A.J. (Vol. 
44, p. 42), I concluded: "The A.C. is the 
oldest of all alpine clubs, it should be its 
proudest boast that it is the youngest in 
spirit". Longland and many others appro
ved these sentiments at the time and he 
remembered them in his narrative twenty
five years later - though he is incorrect in 
saying that I spoke the words to the grey
beards of the A.C. By the time that meeting 
took place I was 3,000 miles away. This 
then is a footnote to the internal history of 
the A.C. while my own and other memories 
still endure. I am indebted to many partici
pants, particularly Bentley Beauman, Scott 
Russell and Jack Longland, but they bear 
no responsibility for the views expressed. 

The Groupe de Haute Montagne (G.H.M.) 
and the Club A/pin Franr;ais (C.A.F.) had 
their own crises earlier (recorded in A.J. 
75, p. 109). The A.C. solved similar prob
lems more recently with the establishment 
of an entente and a degree of common 
membership with the Alpine Climbing 
Group. This was patiently negotiated by 
Anthony Rawlinson (see A.J. 72, p. 197 for 
his recollections) and Emlyn Jones on the 
A.C. side, with the full support of the 
President (Eric Shipton) and committee. 
On the A.C.G. side, John Brailsford and 
two successive Presidents, Ian McNaught 
Davis and Chris Bonington, were equally 
deserving of credit. Many others helped, as 
had been the case in the G.H.M./C.A.F. 
difficulties. 

So much for preface. I was only elected 
to the A.C. in 1927 and therefore played no 
part in the earlier years of Jack Longland's 
narrative of the 1919-1939 period. Nor, in
deed, was there any need. The impetus of 
the survivors of the pre-1914 generation 
carried on up to the mid-twenties, notably 
in the attempts on Everest with equipment 
we would now consider laughable, but with 
a fortitude and vitality that still evoke 
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admiration. After the mid-twenties it seems 
to me (with hindsight) that Britain faded. 
The French (G.H.M.) and Swiss (many 
academic clubs) took over brilliant pioneer
ing of new routes in the Alps, while in the 
Eastern Alps astonishing technical pro
gress was made, far in advance of anything 
that was going on in the west. Lucien Devies 
wrote at that time that the capital of the 
mountaineering world had been trans
ferred from London to Mi.inich. In these 
circles youth with its hideous novelties -
crampons, karabiners, pitons and skis -
was in the ascendancy. Which brings me to 
E. L. Strutt and to Jack Langland's 
handling of what many endured.* It is true 
that his criticisms of Strutt's editorship of 
the A.J. earned for him a rebuke from 
Othmar Gurtner of the Swiss Foundation 
for Alpine Research, but we lived in closer 
contact with Strutt and knew him better, 
not only in terms of the printed word, but 
also aurally and orally - those long, hissing 
in-drawings of breath after he had removed 
a cigarette in a Dunhill holder from his lips, 
before laying down the Law as He saw It. 

It must be stressed at once that there was 
no malice or pettiness in Strutt. He held 
strong views, he was able to stand up to his 
contemporaries and he would fight any 
younger innovationist. Internationally, he 
could not tolerate Russians ("filthy bolshe
viks ") and, for some years after the first 
war, could barely bring himself to be polite 
to Germans ("the Boche"). The Boche, 
however, once won a minor victory. In 1929 
I was reading a lot of foreign newspapers 
and sometimes came across items of 
mountaineering interest which I passed to 
Strutt. One cutting from the Frankfurter 
Zeitung recorded the ascent of a 7,000m. 
peak in the Alai Range. "This is typical of 
the Boche," Strutt wrote to me, "He does 
not realize that the range is the Altai and 
contains no peak over 4,200m." I replied, 
suggesting that he consult the Times atlas 
which marked the Alai Range. To do him 
justice Strutt moved swiftly and at once 
published (A.J. 41, p. 261) a full account of 
the expedition which had been led by 
Rickmer Rickmers. Strutt was prepared to 
tolerate Rickmers as only semi-Boche, be
*All that follows was written before I had been able to 
read the concluding section of Blakeney's . Th e Alpine 
Journal and its Editors (A. J. 181, p.153). With his usual 
scrupulous accuracy and tact, he covers the careers of 
Strutt and Graham Brown, providing many valuable 
references, with which I need not therefore clog my own 
differently based narrative. 

cause he had been born British on Heligo
land, before Britain ceded that island in the 
'eighties to Germany in exchange for rights 
in Zanzibar. In two wars, 1914-18 and 
1939-45, Rickmers, having become a Boche, 
had to be removed from the list of members, 
but he was always welcomed back and died 
at 92 as an Honorary Member of the A.C. 
and the Ski Club of Great Britain (he was 
a pioneer skier, of the 'one stick' Zdarsky 
school), and a royal medallist of the Royal 
Geographical Society. Strutt's final verdict 
on him was that he was "too exuberant (the 
adjective may stand) in person and literary 
style, but he certainly produced results". 
The pages of the A.J. and Geographical 
Journal illustrate his achievements, not so 
much as an expert climber, but as an excel
lent leader and inspirer of mountain ex
ploration in its widest sense. 

Ultimately Strutt could usually appreciate 
another's view, unless it was that of a 
personal bete noire such as Geoffrey Young 
or Arnold Lunn. With the latter, the 
trouble was Strutt's 'anti-ski' mentality. 
Either, he said, you used skis downhill 
only; or worse, raced, which reduced 
mountains to the "soaped poles in a bear 
garden" which Ruskin had accused mem
bers of the Alpine Club of climbing up and 
sliding down "with shrieks of delight"; or 
you tried to use them as aids to moun
taineering, for which they were useless. The 
owner of the Chantarella Hotel above St. 
Moritz, a retired colonel of Swiss Alpine 
troops and a fine mountaineer, related to 
me in 1938: "I once took Strutt, pre-1914, 
up the Corvatsch. The snow was deep and 
soggy, we had no skins, the climb was 
exhausting and the descent worse. He 
formed a lasting aversion to skis. It is all 
my fault." 

On one point the whole Alpine Club, old 
and young, was united behind Strutt - in 
his campaign against nationalism in moun
taineering, which the Nazi tide encouraged 
from 1933 onwards. Expeditions were only 
successful if inspired by Hitler; we have 
seen the same since under Stalin and Mao. 
Swastika flags were ceremonially hoisted 
on 'new' peaks: this was the beginning of 
the rot. In 1938 I wrote what I thought was 
a witty article for the Alpine Journal decry
ing this habit. Among other offensive re
marks I suggested that all future British 
expeditions should be supplied by Tootal 



Edward Lisle Strutt, A. C. President from 1935 to 1938 - "he reminded me of an artichoke because 
you had to peel off myriad prickly leaves and remove the inedible choke before you got down to the 
succulent arti" . 

with innumerable handkerchiefs, printed as 
Union Jacks. These could be used normally 
throughout and a particularly snotty one 
could be left on the top of Everest or any 
other summit attained. 'Practical Prestige' 
should be the humdrum British motto. 
Tyndale had by then taken over the Alpine 
Journal and he implored me not to press for 
publication in his pages, lest international 
relations be damaged. Tyndale was the 
nicest of men, as well as one of the most 
courageous. 'Munich' had not yet hap
pened. Like others in my Service [Busk was 
in the Diplomatic Service from 1929-1964. 
He served as Ambassador to Ethiopia, 1951-
56; Finland, ]957-6J;and Venezuela 1961-
64. Ed.], I deplored 'appeasement' which 
had not then acquired a capital letter or a 
pejorative sense, but I gave way to Tyndale, 
who knew German and Germany better 
than I. Tyndale held to his views in those 
hard days, but he would have been shaken 
by the modern British habit of carrying 
groceries and lingerie in plastic carriers 

stamped with the Union Jack. 
To me Strutt was kindness itself and, as 

a very new member, I was extremely 
cautious in dealing with him. Admittedly 
we had our brushes, particularly over his 
unpardonable habit of inserting in the text 
of articles phrases of his own (an editorial 
footnote is, of course, justifiable). It was 
during those early years, from 1927 to 1931, 
that it began to dawn on me that it was 
lack of contact between generations in the 
A.C. - socially, financially and in the 
mountains - that was the source of much 
trouble. I had had the luck to climb, guided 
or guideless, with older A.C. members; 
many other new young recruits to the A.C. 
were trying to make their own way. Perhaps 
the first big step was the Cambridge Uni
versity Mountaineering Club's second as
cent of the Brouillard Arete, by van 
Noorden and Wyn Harris in 1925. Cam
bridge followed up under the drive and skill 
of Wager, Longland, Lloyd, Warren, Bick
nell and others, who evolved a technique 

for turning alpine novices into competent 
guideless climbers (see for instance Long
land's paper in A.J. 44, p. 200). 

YET the gulf between age groups re
mained, despite or sometimes be
cause of the wide and beneficent 

influence of Geoffrey Young, who basked 
under the sun of admiration which his 
achievements and fortitude in adversity had 
deservedly won him. In Mountain 47 David 
Cox wrote an excellent and moving memoir 
of Geoffrey's mountaineering career and in
fluence through many years and across the 
generations. For myself many years later 
there is still no better approach to moun
tains and the mentality required by them 
than his book, Mountain Craft. Techniques 
and equipment have improved, but the 
human mind and body are just the same. 
In his obituary notice ofG.W.Y. in the A.J., 
Claude Elliot remarked on Young's "al
most alarming capacity for knowing what 
his companion was feeling". This could be 
conveyed tenderly or with brutal abrupt
ness. His cousin, Hubert Young, who won 
distinction with Lawrence in Arabia and 
as a colonial governor, once told me that, 
as a complete beginner, he had had an ex
hausting day with Geoffrey in the Oberland 
on a minor peak, then still virgin. They 
started from a chalet at midnight, lost the 
way and much time in the dark, tried 
several approaches and, many fruitless 
hours later, decided to retreat. The day was 
closing and the valley still far below, though 
they had at last struck the beginnings of a 
path. Hubert rebelled, announcing that he 
was exhausted and would spend the night 
there. Geoffrey merely told him that he was 
going down and departed. There followed 
for Hubert an hour's rest and increasing 
loneliness. In reality far from exhausted, he 
decided sulkily to continue. As the last light 
faded, he found Geoffrey smoking a pipe 
by the path. G.W.Y. rose and continued 
downwards in the gloom, merely remarking, 
"Ah, there you are", to which Hubert 
wisely made no reply. They finally groped 
their way back to the chalet. It is incon
ceivable that Geoffrey would ever have 
abandoned a companion in real distress. In 
this case he sensed that a shock was all that 
was needed to induce a tough companion 
to follow, and years later Hubert expressed 
his admiration of the way his cousin had 
handled him. 

This was what Strutt once described to 
me as "the sort of metaphysical nonsense 
prescribed by Young". If Strutt had been a 
better psychologist, he would have been 
more successful and better loved. As it was, 
even though I differed violently from many 
of his views, I still respected him for his 
immense integrity. A fine example of this 
is recorded in A.J. 39 (p. 113), where Strutt 
describes an accident, fortunately not fatal, 
which befell a party of which he was the 
leader. He states that he and he alone was 
responsible for the fall of two members of 
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the unroped party and concludes his de
tailed account with the words : " The humi
liation to myself is everlasting, my admira
tion of my companions eternal" . It can be 
doubted whether many, if any, editors of 
mountaineering journals, then or now, 
would in their own pages, so honestly 
accept responsibility, admit error and con
gratulate others. There was more to 
Strutt than many of those who were 
plagued by him realized. 

I recently found a note scribbled in those 
days in which I wrote that E.L.S. reminded 
me of an artichoke, because you had to 
peel off the myriad prickly leaves and re
move the inedible choke before you could 
get down to the succulent arti. Perhaps that 
is also true today of other older moun
taineers who may be regarded as decadent 
by the young. When they all meet, as meet 
they inevitably will in the Hereafter, they 
will get on remarkably well together, being 
by then ageless, and much less abrasive. 

Those who have adventured into areas of 
stress, should not be surprised by the clash 
of strong personalities, yet they can be. 
Strutt's editorship of the A.J. was at times 
a thorn stimulating reaction, but it could 
not be compared with the tumultuous 
editorial career of Coolidge or the later 
spitefulness of Graham Brown - not only in 
his editorship of the A.J., but as expressed 
in private remarks about individuals. Like 
his predecessors of an earlier generation, 
G.B. was always led by competent guides or 
amateurs. When reading his book on the 
Brenva Face one would not guess that he 
had been other than the inspirer and leader 
on Smythe's two great routes (to which 
G.B. admittedly added a third behind an 
outstanding guide). Times are meticulously 
calculated and compared, but nowhere is 
it stated that on the long ice ridges of the 
second Red Sentinel Route, Frank Smythe 
cut steps, belayed and brought up his com
panion after each rope's length. Frank died 
tragically on what proved to be his last 
venture to the Himalayas. Before he left he 
showed me a final curt letter from G.B., 
which concluded : "I hope you perish". 

Other gentler spirits, who had never 
climbed with G.B., found him as intoler
able in London. When Claude Elliot was 
President of the A.C. he wished to know 
before a dinner of the Alpine Dining Club, 
preceding an A.C. meeting, whether G.B. 
was going to attend. Leslie Shadbolt, the 
Secretary of the A.D.C., would telegraph 
Claude, twenty-four hours in advance, 
either "N.B.G." which meant "no bloody 
good" and Claude dined elsewhere, or 
"N.G.B." which meant "no Graham 
Brown", so Claude could attend. 

It was incidentally Claude who turned up 
at the A.D.C. for one 'N.G.B.' dinner, after 
the usual strenuous A.C. Committee meet
ing, not with the harassed air he often 
wore under this burden of responsibility, 
but positively relaxed. I congratulated him 
and he replied over his sherry that the 
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Committee meeting had been as argumen
tative as usual , but that earlier he had had 
a most agreeable afternoon at the Royal 
Thames Yacht Club. Positively beaming he 
whispered in his slightly quacking voice : 
"Do you know, I have discovered that 
yachtsmen have even more rows than 
mountaineers". 

After Claude's solid achievements at 
Cambridge and as headmaster and later 

T. Graham Brown - spiteful and unpopular, he 
claimed undue credit for the Brenva routes at the 
expense of Smythe. 

provost of Eton, it is at first sight surprising 
that he should have been worried by the 
A.C. presidency, but he held that post 
during the difficult 1950-52 period, when 
preparations were being made for Everest. 
He displayed infinite wisdom and patience 
and, after a particularly crucial meeting, 
remarked: "That was about the most diffi
cult decision of my life". When the embargo 
on the publication of the Elliot and Good
fellow papers is lifted, and carefully pre
served memoirs by others are released for 
publication, the mountaineering world will 
be able to form a complete impression of 
those years. Climbers tend to think of 
Everest as a mountaineering problem. They 
do not yet know the tumults in London 
during the periods 1933- 39 and 1950-53. 

In view of the mockery indulged in by 
some younger climbers today about A.C. 
meetings at which deceased members are 
mentioned , it is worth recording that 
Claude deplored what he called "this 
necrophily" . "If anyone utters a word 
about me at an A.C. meeting after my 
death," he said to me, "I shall return and 
haunt him to the end of his days." Recently, 
one young member wrote to me, saying, in 
no sense of criticism, that he really enjoys 
the "social minuets" that go on in the A.C. 
and even better at the Mount Everest 
Foundation meetings. He would have found 
himself more in sympathy with Claude than 

he might suppose; and if the M.E.F. had 
advanced from minuet, through waltz and 
foxtrot, to rock'nroll, perhaps it would 
not have been able to hand out during 
twenty years £200,000 in grants to young 
climbers, while still retaining its original 
capital. 

In the late 'twenties these discoveries of 
the vitality and potential combativeness of 
the human mind had only begun to dawn 
on us. What we knew was that what is now 
called the 'Establishment' often disagreed 
with us. Not until five years later did I find 
myself in London again and things were 
looking up. The A.C. had a new Hon. 
Secretary (Edwin Herbert) to replace 
Sydney Spencer, who had held the post 
from 1923-34, doubtless devotedly, but 
with a hand becoming increasingly dead 
(save for the production of his excellent 
mountain water-colours). The tough and 
forward-looking Claud Schuster was widely 
tipped as the next President, and the uncon
tentious, gallant Tyndale as Editor of the 
A .J, both succeeding Strutt in his unique 
dual capacity (such are the pressures of 
today, that not even a bearded archangel, 
equipped with all modern aids, could hope 
to lord it simultaneously over two such 
peaks as Pres. A.C. and Ed. A.J.). There 
seemed a hope of change, above all in the 
archaic methods of election to the A.C., 
under which such vulgarian candidates as 
Mummery and Lunn had been blackballed 
and, through juggling of white and black 
balls, undesirables had crept in. I can speak 
for this. Coolidge in his time and Spencer 
later used to boast of fiddling the black and 
white balls one way or the other. One year 
in the late 'twenties a foreign candidate 
was proposed to whom some of us in 
Britain objected strongly. On top of that I 
received two cables from A.C. members in 
the man's own country requesting that he 
be denied entry. As these two could not 
vote by cable, I asked two of my contem
poraries to blackball, even though they did 
not know the man. Unfortunately, one of 
them, Kenneth Irvine, told Charlie Bruce 
what was afoot. "This must be stopped," 
he said and, going into the lecture hall at 
Savile Row [A.C. Headquarters until 1936. 
Ed.], brought back a dozen older members 
who had already seated themselves and 
instructed them to vote again. That candi
date passed and is still a member of the A.C. 

By 1936 a group of younger members 
had begun to form. Their commu
nity of thought was not devoted en

tirely to climbing together or climbing better 
than the Old Stagers. Unlike the G.H.M. or 
the A.C.G., the group was not exclusively 
composed of hard men and the objective 
was different : to reform the A.C. from with
in as far as was reasonable and possible, and 
to unite the Old Stagers (including some of 
the greatest names in mountaineering, in 
the Alps or far beyond) with the "impatient 
young know-alls with filthy habits". The 



object of the Group, which now began to 
assume a capital letter, was contact - what 
would now be called 'bridging the genera
tion gap'. 

We owed much to Frank Smythe and to 
Bentley Beauman, who of an older genera
tion (he had gained his pilot's licence be
fore the first war) was able to suggest 
fruitful contacts with the Old Stagers. 
Bentley, an enterprising mountaineer at all 
seasons, on foot and ski in many parts of 
the world, was admirably placed to use his 
tact and unobtrusive persistence in being 
what the French call a trait d'union (pro
nounced 'trade union', but far from that) 
- a hyphen or link in this case between 
generations. He found a useful forum at 
Bradley's parties at Capel Curig, while 
others of us talked about it and about in 
London and under the aegis of Geoffrey 
Winthrop Young at Pen y Pass. The Group 
owed much to the enthusiasm of Scott 
Russell. He recalls that he had been inspired 
to action by a conversation with Geoffrey 
Young and Geoffrey Bartrum, who deve
loped the view that the A.C. depended for 
its survival on tradition being reasonably 
harmonized with the changing attitudes of 
successive generations. Periodic 'revolu
tions' by the young had been, and would 
continue to be, necessary for this balance 
to be maintained. Geoffrey Young had 
inspired an A.C. revolution early in the 
century (as he tried to do throughout his 
long life, not always with success, in the 
wider fields of mountaineering, particularly 
in Britain). Scott therefore wished to ascer
tain if, now I was back in England, I 
would play a part in obtaining the backing 
of my generation and those younger, on 
the basis that we were opposed not to the 
personal attitudes of older individuals as 
such, many of whom we liked and admired, 
but to their conservatism in the Club and 
on the mountains. These views coincided 
perfectly with those I had long mulled over 
- with the addition that I felt that the initia
tive must come from the young, since older 
members seemed unlikely to move. The 
alternative was back-biting and the forma
tion of splinter groups within or in addition 
to the A.C. With the example of the C.A.F./ 
G.H.M. imbroglio in mind, this seemed an 
unspeakable alternative. We decided on 
cautious but persistent action. 

It was Frank Smythe who phoned me 
one morning: "All my best ideas come to 
me in my bath and I've just had one. Let 
us call ourselves 'the Young Shavers' ." At 
that date several older members of the A.C. 
sported beards, while the young did not. 
Now conditions are reversed, so that if the 
Group still existed as such, we should have 
to call ourselves 'the Old Shavers' and the 
double entendre would be lost. Beards 
loomed large in our youth. Some may recall 
the Ancient Order of Froth Blowers, to 
which I was introduced in the early 
'twenties by Kenneth Irvine, then treasurer 
of the Oxford University Mountaineering 

Club. This admirable, though short-lived 
institution raised considerable sums for 
medical charities. As its name suggests, its 
members drank beer and, as a sport, 'col
lected' beards. The highest prize was 'a red 
beaver on a green bicycle', which entitled the 
spotter to free pints from all present. Frank 
Smythe regretted loudly that there were no 
red beards in the A.C., and anyhow none 
of any age came on bicyles of any colour. 

The Young Shavers (Y.S.) wished to dine 
together before A.C. meetings and, after 
some considerable prowling, I found that 
the Red Lion, very close to South Audley 
Street, had an upstairs room where an 
adequate and cheap meal could be provided 
for up to fifteen hungry men. The menu 
was almost always soup, steak, a baked 
potato and cheese, washed down with pints 
of beer. The more affluent (over £200 a 
year annual salary) could afford a sherry 
first. Sometimes, when I knew Ferdie 
Crawford was coming, I arranged for curry. 
Though it was quite hot enough for most of 
us, he used to lace his portion so generously 
with tabasco sauce that it would have 
excoriated the hide of a rhino. Thus forti
fied, he would hold forth at length on the 
glories of climbing and the malevolence of 
his seniors in the A.C., many of whom were 
in fact younger than he. 

The Y.S. were happy in having no rules, 
no qualifications, no committee and no 
subscription, but I suppose I could have 
been called the secretary, until I was posted 
abroad in the autumn of 1938, when Scott 
Russell took over the light burden. The 
Y.S. ceased to exist as such on the outbreak 
of war, but happily many survive and some 
are still active on rock and ice. We had only 
one foreign member, the unforgettable Jean 
Morin, then temporarily resident in Lon
don. He was killed in the war, but his widow 
(nee Nea Barnard) is now in the ranks of 
the A.C. 

The main purpose of the dinners, as 
planned at the outset by Frank Smythe and 
myself, with much drive supplied by Scott 
Russell, was not merely to enjoy our own 
congenial company, but to make contact 
with older members, paying particular at
tention to those whom we regarded as likely 
to block the progress we hoped for in the 
A.C. and whose views on mountaineering 
methods seemed to us retrograde. Our 
'targets' were accustomed to dine with the 
Alpine Dining Club in more luxurious sur
roundings, but many could be enticed to 
accept our invitation. Some shook us with 
requests for aperitifs not included in our 
menu, such as a gin and french. George 
Finch demanded, and got, a gin and sherry, 
and supported the Y.S. vigorously. At al
most every dinner we had one such 'old' 
guest and the chill thawed, so that by the 
time we all moved to the A.C. for the meet
ing, understanding and even cordiality had 
been established. We had our failures, or 
comparative failures . Strutt, for instance, 
could hardly be expected to relish the 

plebeian atmosphere of a pub and was 
rigidly set in his views. Mateyness was be
yond him, but he came and I know he was 
flattered by the invitation to share a new 
outlook and surroundings, however essen
tially repugnant they remained to him. He 
may have writhed on his seat on Olympus 
when news reached the Gods that the sacred 
A.D.C. had been forced by financial 
stringency to quit the Travellers' Club and 
dine at the Red Lion. 

Other oldsters were so obviously indura
ted against anything novel in the A.C. or 
on mountains that we did not waste time 
on them. Tom Longstaff, whom we all 
revered, was far from easy to handle. His 
vast experience entitled him to strongly 
held views on many subjects, but he came 
far to meeting ours. An eminent ex-Y.S. 
has described Tomstaff as "invincibly idio
syncratic and conceited", in contrast with 
some other Old Stagers who were merely 
vain. To the Y.S., preoccupied with internal 
A.C. affairs, Tomstaff remained a problem, 
possibly because he disliked Geoffrey 
Young and all about him: but it was more 
important that, as regards mountaineering 
(for example, over the Everest expeditions 
1933-8 and other Himalayan ventures), he 
was the staunchest ally of a 'young' ap
proach. His coevals, Strut! and Kenneth 
Mason among others, never forgave him 
for this. 

ART from the perennially young, 
like Ned Porter, Leslie Shadbolt 
and Claude Elliot, who had the 

knack of treating those much younger than 
themselves as contemporaries, there were 
successes. One obdurate 'case' that de
lighted us was the redoubtable R. W. 
Lloyd, who bore no resemblance to any 
Y.S. (In a recent article in Mountain, 
McNaught Davis asked: "Who was R. W. 
Lloyd for that matter?" Obviously he has 
never stayed at Ynys Ettws. He can now 
read on.) He was a millionaire and an 
exceedingly shrewd businessman, deeply 
suspicious of any approach unless he saw 
the possibility of financial profit. Yet he 
had done some fine guided climbs (e.g. the 
first ascent of the North Face of the Col 
du Bionnassay and the first descent of the 
Old Brenva Route, a formidable task in 
1912 without crampons). His gallantry 
late in life, when he had to have a leg 
amputated because of phlebitis, was an 
example to all. He attended A.C. meetings 
in his wheel-chair, from which he would 
observe and talk with friends young and 
old . Nor must it be forgotten that while he 
gave nothing financially to the A.C. he 
served devotedly (and parsimoniously) as 
Hon. Treasurer and, above all, in the same 
capacity for the joint A.C. /R.G.S. Mount 
Everest Committee ("Umbrellas, never 
heard such nonsense. If they want them they 
can take their own. I won't pay.") . Clim
bers' Club members will also recall that he 
gave them a hut. 
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Leo Amery - served as Alpine Club President at 
the end of the war at a time of great personal 
tragedy. 

It was Bentley Beauman who engineered 
Lloyd's introduction to the Y.S. Wylie 
Lloyd had certainly the finest collection of 
eighteenth and nineteenth century alpine 
prints in the world. As a director of 
Christies he was well informed and he 
bought ruthlessly from every available 
source. Though he haggled ferociously, 
price was ultimately immaterial and of all 
but the rarest prints he had up to ten copies. 
It could be said that his wealth enabled him 
to corner this market for nearly fifty years. 
He left his collection to the British Museum 
and it is sad that he would neither give nor 
bequeath a single print to the Alpine Club. 
Greatly daring, I once asked him if he 
could not add from his surplus to the 
meagre A.C. collection. "The A.C. has 
never done me honour", he snarled. This 
was a reference to the fact that he was never 
offered the Presidency. This was indeed 
mooted, but the Committee unanimously 
decided against and it was left to the out
going President, Tom Longstaff, to break 
the news alone to Wylie Lloyd in the ante
room, while we sat with bated breath in the 
inner room. Tomstaff was physically and 
morally a most courageous man , but even 
he was shaken when he returned . "I have 
never had such a talk , but the deed is done, 
let us now proceed with the agenda." Scott 
Russell and I rejoiced secretly to see the 
dictatorial Tomstaff shaken, because we 
had just had a brush with him. I had been 
elected to the committee and, when another 
place suddenly fell vacant, Scott was chosen 
to fill it. We stoutly maintained Y.S. views 
and, after one meeting, Tomstaff took us 
aside. " One of you must resign," he said, 
"You nag." We firmly refused and I fear 
that Tomstatf continued to regard us as a 
pair of ill-bred terriers forever yapping at 
his heels. 
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Claud Schuster - a man with strong likes and 
dislikes .... he almost delighted in making 
enemies. 

Wylie Lloyd also had splendid collec
tions of English silver, samurai swords, 
lacquer and porcelain, in his castle in Wales . 
I never visited it, but Bentley Beauman re
calls that he and his host dined off gold 
plate, waited on by two footmen supervised 
by the butler. In London, R.W.L. delighted 
in a collection of beetles - every beetle in 
the world except two, he once told me, as 
he displayed the pinned corpses in drawer 
upon drawer. What he would have thought 
of the latter day 'Beatles' is easy to ima
gine : he would have skewered them with 
Japanese daggers to the wall of his castle. 
One of the missing coleoptera dwelled in 
Ethiopia and, years later when 1 was posted 
to that country, I at once received a letter 
from Lloyd, accompanied by a detailed and 
illustrated description of the minute insect, 
with instructions to find a specimen for him 
at once. This missive was delivered by hand 
by a representative of Drage & Co., the 
purveyors of cheap furniture ('Delivered in 
a Plain Van'), another concern of which 
R.W.L. was Chairman. "You must get to 
know the Emperor and tell him we will 
furnish his palace", ran the instructions. I 
did not even look for the beetle; I forbore 
from telling R.W.L. that the Lion of Judah 
went to Aspreys for his household equip
ment, but I did help Drages to win a con
tract to supply cheap furniture to a hotel 
the Emperor wanted to build near Addis 
Ababa. I regret that I did not ask R.W.L. 
for a commission on the deal; his reply 
would have been memorable . 

In addition to all these hoards R.W.L. 
had, in the three sets he occupied in 
Albany, probably the finest private collec
tion of Turner watercolours of the time 
(also bequeathed to the British Museum, 
under conditions so stringent that the 
Trustees hesitated to accept the bequest) . 

All photos : Courtesy of The Alpine Club. 

Tom Longstaff - " invincibly idiosyncratic and 
conceited" but a staunch ally of the young 
approach. 

My wife was anxious to see the Turners and 
I the alpine prints, and it was here that 
Bentley Beauman came in. He arranged an 
invitation from Lloyd. After we had in
spected his treasures a diverting incident 
occurred. Wylie Lloyd remarked that at a 
recent A.C. meeting "some young scalla
wag" had been put up for the A.C. Com
mittee against the official candidates and 
had been, of course, defeated. "That was 
me, I said." "If I had known that, I would 
have voted for you," grunted R.W.L. It 
was then I asked him to dine with the Y.S. 
and he accepted . He enjoyed himself and 
praised the simple fare . Quite typically he 
asked how much it cost. I cannot say that 
we converted him to modern ideas, but 
thereafter he was always amenable to 
argument and did not use his influence with 
diehard older members to rally them against 
the progressives. 

Apart from progressives among the older 
generation, it was with Claud Schuster that 
I first sought wary contact. He was a man 
of strong likes and dislikes, indeed it some
times seemed that he almost delighted in 
making enemies. Among those with whom 
he feuded was Leo Amery, another nation
ally eminent member of the A.C., whom 
he accused of "ruining the Eagle Ski Club". 
(I do not know the rights or wrongs of this , 
but, while Schuster was president of the 
Alpine Ski Club, Amery was president of 
the Ski Club of Great Britain. Maybe 
Claud felt that the Eagle Ski Club had been 
diverted to piste skiing.) However, Claud 
accorded respect to Amery because of his 
immense courage: "I have seen that tire
some little man" (Amery was of very short 
stature) "take slopes straight where more 
expert and far younger skiers would put in a 
turn or two ." To the Y .S., Amery was far 
from tiresome. He sympathized with our 



views and entertained us with interesting 
anecdotes in his rather grating voice, when 
he came to dine at the Red Lion. Among 
other things he was a brilliant linguist. 
Once, during the war, when I was briefly in 
London, he greeted me in Turkish, "Hosh 
geldiniz" ("you are welcome"), when he 
heard that I hailed from Ankara, and con
tinued the conversation fluently in that 
abstruse tongue. His later fortitude when, 
as the staunchest of patriots, he had to 
endure the most ghastly of bereavements, 
was unforgettable.* 

Claud spoke in short clipped sentences, 
giving tough, staccato verdicts on every
thing and everybody. He was a man of vast 
experience. For thirty years he played a 
'backroom-boy' role as secretary to succes
sive Lords Chancellor. His mind was pre
cise, and Britain owes him a great debt for 
the concise regulations he drafted in 1938 
to mobilize all our financial resources. 
These were printed and distributed secretly 
to all concerned before Munich, and entered 
into force on the day we declared war in 
1939. 

I soon found that Claud shared the view 
of the Y.S. that, inter alia, the election 
rules of the A.C. should be changed. 

He wished to make a test case of Arnold 
Lunn. This was magnanimous, because to 
Claud, Lunn was slightly suspect, despite 
his advocacy of ski-mountaineering as well 
as racing. "Brash and shifty" he called him. 
The former adjective could perhaps apply; 
the latter was entirely due to the fact that 
Arnold had switched from methodism to 
catholicism. Claud did not approve of 
converts. What he would have said about 
sex conversions ("Snip, snip and bob's 
your aunt", as the surgeons say) can well 
be imagined. However he was mollified 
about Lunn when I told him that the last 
poem, Levavi oculos (initialled 'B.K.'), in 
Lunn's The Englishmen in the Alps, was in 
fact by Arnold himself, written after the 
accident in Wales that most men would 
have allowed to cripple them for life. "A 
gallant poem and I suppose I must admit 
by a gallant man," Claud said approvingly. 
He asked whether I thought that the Y.S . 
would support Lunn's candidature. I had 
no hesitation in offering complete support 
on the night. This was still during Strutt's 
presidency and under the old ballot-box 
rules. The Y.S. flexed their muscles. All 
duly went well and Arnold was immensely 
gratified. He did not know of the existence 
of the Y.S. and years later expressed his 
regret that this had prevented him from 
mentioning their activities in his centenary 
history of the A.C. 

Arnold added much elegance and elo
quence to the Club's debates and written 
papers, while remaining highly contentious. 

• Amery's son, John, collaborated with the Nazis during 
the war as a broadcaster like William Joyce (Lord Haw 
Haw). After the war he pleaded guilty at his trial to a 
charge of High Treason and was executed. Amery was A.C . 
President during this period. His second son, Julian, later 
became a cabinet minister. Ed. 

I once crossed swords with him shortly 
after the war. We had not met personally 
for seven years and he began his rather 
offensive letter, " Dear Donald". I replied 
with a strong counter-attack, opening, 
"Dear Ambrose". To his reply he added, 
"I do not understand why you address me 
as Ambrose, which is not my name." 
Naturally my reply ended with the post
script, "I do not understand why you 
address me as Donald, which is not my 
name". His amende was immediate. Next 
day he called with a copy of his latest book, 
which I value because of the inscription 
"For Donald from Ambrose". He had 
founded the Alpine Ski Club in 1908 and 
at the last dinner he was able to attend I 
told this story, to his delight. In 1961 
Arnold was elected an Honorary Member 
of the A.C., which gave him as much plea
sure as had his earlier knighthood 'for 
services to Anglo-Swiss relations' - no 
mention of mountaineering or skiing - but 
there is no indiscretion today in revealing 
that the initiative with the powers-that-be 
for Arnold's 'K' came from A.C. circles, 
with carefully organized support from else
where. 

The election of Arnold augured well and, 
when Claud succeeded to the Presidency at 
the end of 1937, all was ready for the major 
assault on the election rules of the A.C. 
On March 29, 1938, the long prepared 
resolution was proposed by Claud and 
seconded by Raymond Greene, selected by 
Claud because he was a Y.S. with a fine 
mountaineering record . There were only 
four dissentients, who did not include 
Wylie Lloyd. The formal proposal to 
change the rules came before a crowded 
meeting on May 3 and was carried by a 
large majority, every Y.S. and sympathizer 
having been urged to attend. Included in 
the change of rules was a separate one 
which the Y .S. had pressed on Claud, that 
at last two members of the A.C. committee 
should be under 32 years of age. Alas, this 
latter rule did not long survive. It disap
peared at an A.G.M. of the Club held on 

December 8, 1948, under the presidency of 
Tom Longstaff, who had never really seen 
eye to eye with either Schuster or the Y.S. 
I was only very briefly in England during 
that year, but Mike Baker [the present A .C. 
Secretary. Ed.] has very kindly looked up 
the relevant committee records, which 
disclose a curious state of affairs. Commit
tee meetings discussed the proposed change 
of rules in March, October and November, 
but in none of the minutes is there any 
specific reference to the change of the 
'Under 32' Rule. I cannot but feel that 
Tomstaff, in a manner familiar to all who 
knew him, pushed the change through 
without permitting discussion. Had Scott 
Russell or I been on the committee at that 
time, there would certainly have been violent 
opposition in committee and at the A.G.M . 

In all we tried to do Claud Schuster 
was the master builder and the Y .S. would 
not for a moment claim that they were 
entirely responsible for the happy out
come. We mustered some thirty of forty 
'young' votes, but we had helped to 
swing many on-the-fence older votes. 
Our real pride was the improvement in re
lations between younger and older mem
bers in the A.C. The generation gap could 
never disappear, but it was much reduced 
by our pub dinners and other contacts. 

A major difficulty for the A.C. now is 
that many of the active younger climbers 
live in the north of England. Ways will have 
to be found to bridge this geographical gap. 
As an inducement, I would point out that 
such intra-club polkas, to continue the 
terpsichorean fantasy, can be highly enjoy
able. Much patience and hard work are 
involved, but the participants will find that 
they are meeting people nicer than they 
supposed, and less obdurate than they 
feared, who are equally eager to mend 
matters, beards or no beards. 

SUMMARY 
Some personal recollections of the personalities 
and affairs of the Alpine Club in the 'thirties 
and late 'forties. 

=---=----=-~ 1q37 =..::. ~- ---.._________ ==--=--=- 1977 .;'/-:'...-=-

~/~~ '?1£~ ~ ~/ ~~-j I "'T- ME~ r7: 0 '-, " / /1/, ....-..,•<-- /-.... ,.. / " ,...._ • .....,..... --"/ .... /'--

/--/'-/~' .SOUP / S'. )J / 1' SOUP ~ ~~'-/-.... 
/ /"- ~ STEAK '°'- 1 ><._ '-, STE.AK / '/ '- /,. 
/ '<._ ~ ' Ct\EE.SF. / , 1 1 tH£.£St °"' '- ",' :-<_ '- I. '-/ / '-I "f7 / /-,__ '-,< < / "• / "' / J.:_;:)-00 ' ', / 

:;,< '- /, .... / , ' '.../'- / , / ) 
' 1" -er-=~-..="' ) '-, ,'---, ' 

// } I l / 
/ , / , ' '°"' ,,/ '/. . / l , __ ,,.,_,., / 

✓ ';( ' / , ' "' : ', 

/ 1-../'/ · _CJ~---~ 
~ - ~~- ~ 

-r--,--r--, 
.,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,.u, .,, .. ... '1••·· •• .,~' 

?.-~---;~~~ce= ::-
· ·--= ~ ··:.,-

_,._· . . 

·_;__---~~~;;::J~ 
C"-~ ~ ,: -.: .• _?e - --= --

45 



/)' ~ 
/► / 

\ \ ·: 'IJ. , • ..... ~.-.;. .,_. '\, t· ' ~ ~~\'L ,l '_"' ., ,, .. , • \,~/!-~·,. I' ' ' - , 

~"7:J~.;.Ufft~~·, _ • ·, , d ' tJ ) ., · ., .. . " '4 ., .- .· .: • • :..., .• ,,. t_.,;,. 
" ,~~/ ·t ,-



THE SUR VEY SYMBOL of Shisha 
Pangma is Peak 23, but the mountain is 
best known by its Indian name, Gosainthan, 
a Sanskrit word, pronounced with the 
accent on the final syllable, and meaning 
something like 'Place (or abode) of a Saint'. 
There is a famous pilgrim-centre of the 
same name in the upper Trisuli-Gandaki 
valley, about twenty-five miles to the north 
of Kathmandu. Just why the huge mountain 
in the Tibetan province of Tsang, some ten 
miles north of the Nepalese border, should 
bear the name Gosainthan on the Survey of 
India's ¼-inch map is not altogether clear. 
The Tibetan name is certainly the one that 
ought to be used. As to its meaning: 'Pang' 
means a grassy plain or meadow, and 'ma' 
is the feminine ending; 'Shisha' (or 'Chisa') 
is, according to Toni Hagen, a common 
appellation in this region for a comb or 
range. So Shisha Pangma signifies 'a range 
above a grassy plain'. The mountain's 
height was formerly given as 26,291ft, but 
recent figures provided by the Survey of 
India place its altitude at 26,398ft., putting 
it in thirteenth place ahead ofGasherbrumll. 

Until quite recently, Shisha Pangma was 
the most obscure of all the 'Eight Thou
sanders' . The 1921 Everest Expedition came 
within twenty miles of it, before running 
into political difficulties. In the winter of 
1945-46, Heinrich Harrer and Peter 
Aufschnaiter passed along the north side 
of the range on their escape from India to 
Lhasa and made a sketch of the chain. In 
1950, Toni Hagen obtained the first distant 
photograph from an aircraft to the south
west and, in October 1951, Aufschnaiter 
approached to within six miles of the 
mountain's eastern side and took pictures 

Top left: The stupendous southerly aspect of 
Shisha Pangma, seen from an aircraft flying 
above Nepal. Photo: Keiichi Yamada. Bottom 
left: Shisha Pangma from the north. The Chinese 
route followed the shadowy left-hand slopes,from 
the obvious sunlit col in the centre of the picture. 

from a height above the Kong Tso Lake. 
Considerable progress was made in the 
autumn of 1952, when Hagen made his way 
from Kathmandu, through Gosainkund, 
into the Upper Langtang Valley and pushed 
on over the Tunga Phu Glacier to a point 
near 'Hagen's Col', at about 20,002ft. The 
weather cleared, revealing the elusive 
Shisha Pangma close at hand. It was pos
sible at last to photograph and sketch this 
previously unknown region. 

From a mountaineering point of view, 
the Eastern Face and the terrific South-West 
Wall appeared to be out of the question. 
Aufschnaiter thought the most promising 

G. 0. and Norman Dyhrenfurth 
discuss the world's thirteenth 
highest peak. The mountain is 
situated in Tibet and was climbed 
first in 1964 by the Chinese. 

route would be from the north-west, taking 
the broad West Shoulder. The route would 
then presumably continue up the main 
ridge, which does look rather difficult. From 
Hagen's vantage point in 1952, the moun
tain certainly did not present itself as an 
easy 'Eight Thousander'. An additional 
difficulty is its situation in Tibetan (or 
rather Communist Chinese) territory. In 
order to approach the peak from Nepal 
through 'No-Man's-Land', it would clearly 
be necessary to try to reach the West 
Shoulder from the south-west - a very 
questionable undertaking. 

1963 brought a Chinese reconnaissance 
of the mountain's northern approaches, to 
a height of 23,491ft. Early in 1964 an 
'expeditionary force' of 195 (!) persons was 
organized, under the leadership of Hsu 
Ching. To this imposing figure a strong 
group of scientists was added. Base Camp, 
at 16,404ft, had the appearance of a small 

city: eighteen large tents, each with twenty 
occupants, and ten smaller ones, all equip
ped with electric light; kitchen and can
teens, hospital, radio and weather stations, 
a lecture hall, and so on. 

Six higher camps were advanced during 
the month of April, the last one at 25,263ft. 
At 6.0 a.m. Peking time ( 4.0 a.m. local time) 
on May 2, 1964, ten men left their assault 
camp and headed for the top. The summit 
was reportedly reached at 8.20 a.m., only 
slightly more than four hours after they 
had started, an indication of the apparent 
absence of technical difficulties. The weather 
was beautiful. More important than the 
victory celebrations - a bust of Mao 
Tse-tung, flags of the Peoples' Republic of 
China, and all the rest - are the photo
graphs, particularly the panoramic views 
towards E.S.E. They show Mount Mol
hamongjim (Phola Gangchen, 21,852ft) in 
the left middleground, and in the distance 
Lapche Kang, the Everest-group and the 
Rolwaling Himal - with Menlungtse (more 
correctly named Jobo Garu) and Gauri
shankar (Jomo Tseringma). There can be 
no question of the Chinese not having 
reached the summit ridge of Shisha Pangma, 
for the photographs clearly bear this out. 
But whether they attained the main summit, 
or only its eastern (lower) promontory - as 
suggested by Eduard Sternbach on the basis 
of his research - is something we dare not 
decide. In the light of the recent amazing 
Chinese success on Mount Everest, I am 
inclined to disagree with Sternbach. In any 
event, Shisha Pangma stands as the first 
Chinese 'Eight-thousander'. ~ 
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LETTERS 
General Bruce 

from Jim Lomas 

Dear Sir, 
You are incorrect in saying that 
the photo on page 20 of Moun
tain 53 is of General Bruce. This 
picture, which was taken by the 
late J. H. Doughty, shows H. M. 
Kelly in the doorway of Middle 
Row, Wasdale Head, when that 
farm belonged to the Naylors. 
Kelly is wearing the wrestling 
belt won by the young Naylor for 
Cumberland-style wrestling, 
sometime between 1920 and 
1928, and Kelly is using it to hold 
a pillow inside his sweater. The 
photo was taken at a time when 
he was working on the Pillar 
Guide for the F.R.C.C. and was 
published in the 1928 Rucksack 
Club Journal, captioned "The 
Stylist". 
You obviously never knew 
General Bruce, otherwise you 
could not have made such a 
mistake, and this all goes to show 
the unwisdom of guesswork in 
print as it can lead to suspicion 
regarding the authenticity of 
other records. 
Yours sincerely, 
Jim Lomas (Manchester) 

The Editor writes: My face is 
red. Not knowing of any other 
climber of such girth who was 
around at that time, and seeing 
a certain similarity between the 
appearance of that climber and 
the better known pictures of 
Bruce, I did indeed make the 
guess that Mr Lomas has ex
posed. Nought out of ten for 
scholarship. An authentic picture 
of Bruce is published below. 

Should Apartheid be 
Discussed in Mountain 7 

from John Cheesmond 

Dear Sir, 
Tim Dunsby criticizes Mountain 
for publishing articles with anti
apartheid sentiments (see articles 
in Mountain 48, and letter in 
Mountain 51). In so doing, he 
both misunderstands the func
tion of the articles and avoids the 
issues raised by them. Articles of 
that nature serve to ·set the 
scene·, to enable others to gain 
some insight into an issue or 
particular set of issues. In this 
case I think that they did that 
very well, especially so as they 
were grounded on hard fact. 
The aim was to get climbers both 
inside and outside South Africa 
to think about issues such as 
racialism, which they may not 
previously have considered. If 
racialism is endemic in the struc
ture of a mountain club and is 
obvious in the behaviour of its 
members, then the issues raised 
clearly extend beyond climbing 
into the political arena. If this is 
so then Mountain, which is the 
forum for international climbing, 
has a clear duty to deal with the 
issue. 
Dunsby obviously fails to see the 
problems: we are not discussing 
a refined academic issue, we are 
concerned with a disgusting 
system of values. The very words 
he uses have been emasculated 
of meaning . What does he mean 
by "principles and fair-minded". 
By these words of the political 
craftsmen, does he mean that 
some members of the Mountain 
Club of South Africa hold racial 
attitudes which discriminate 
against black people as a matter 
of principle? Would he regard 
someone with such perverted 
ideas as fair-minded, and would 
he agree that failure seriously to 
oppose these ideas implicitly 
leads to condoning them? 
Instead of considering the issue, 
he resorts to the old tactics of 
smear and innuendo by attacking 
the climbing records of Dave 
Cheesmond, Ed February and 
other Bats climbers. But he fails 
to mention that there are many 
climbs in South Africa that can 
only be done by Mountain Club 
members, as only they have the 
privilege of access; and as the 
Mountain Club has only white 
members, it is clear that these 
climbs are not accessible to 
everyone. 
Dunsby's contention that the 
summing up in the articles was 

naive is a little sickening. It seems 
a fairly simple proposition to me 
that if you can't invite a friend 
into your home (or climbing hut) 
because of the colour of his 
skin, then something has gone 
radically wrong in your society. 
My position and that of my 
friends in the Bats group re
mains unchanged: we want our 
climbers, irrespective of colour, 
to be able to participate fully in 
South African mountaineering 
activities at home and abroad. 
Yours sincerely, 
John Cheesmond (Cape Town 
and London) 
Editorial comment: Mountain's 
policy regarding discussion of 
broader political issues is evolv
ing, but will remain fairly 
moderate. We are aware that 
many readers do not wish to read 
about politics in a mountaineer
ing magazine, but it is impossible 
to ignore such matters when 
they impinge directly on the 
sport, and in such cases we be
lieve that the issues should be 
discussed. 

Russians may compete to 
achieve freedom 
from John Porter 
Dear Sir, 
The comments by Chris Jones, 
which were appended to the 
Bershov interview (Mountain 
53) greatly surprised me. Al
though I would not suggest that 
the Russians should change their 
structured climbing programme 
for fear of infringing on the good 
will of detente, I think it stinks. 
That it seems to work success
fully in their society reflects 
certain precepts in that society 
which are not necessarily in
herent in our own. In Russia, a 
sportsman is compelled to be
come a national figure, covered 
in medals for both merit and 
effort, in order to break from the 
ranks and advance. Fame in the 
West is not always solicited in 
this way, even by those who 
achieve it. Not many years ago, 
climbers tended to avoid any sort 
of publicity. To take up Jones on 
his last point, perhaps skiers did 
not object when the first down
hill race was held, but they did 
not foresee the changes in their 
sport that would follow it. 
Not many years ago, skiing 
meant loading the rucksack, 
shouldering the skis and trudging 
up to an isolated summit for the 
day's run. Commercialization in 
skiing is largely centred on the 
ski-racing heroes and the gla
mour of the sport. Although I 
would not deny them their 
pleasure, I find it ironic that 
people who refuse to walk to the 
corner shop can equip them
selves with enough expensive 
gear to defy the rigours of the 
most difficult slopes. Of course 
there are broken legs, which no 
doubt remove some of the 
mystery of the sport for those in
volved, and there are those who 
never leave the lodge to tackle 
that mystery. 

Without further digression, I 
would like to make the following 
observations. Firstly, the intro
duction of climbing competition 
in the West would introduce an 
incalculable change, both in the 
types and the numbers of per
sons involved in our sport (if we 
choose to call it 'sport'), and in 
the selling of that sport. Sec
ondly, climbing competitions 
would introduce a structure to 
climbing, that would finally 
destroy the already diminishing 
degree of that intangible thing 
called freedom. The atmosphere 
at some crags, particularly in 
America, is oppressive enough 
without the addition of Masters 
of Sport and Judges of Climbing. 
Unlike the Russians, it is not in 
our nature to accept such awards 
and qualifications modestly, or 
to understand that they are 
merely a means to an end. 
Yours sincerely, 
John Porter (Millam, Cumbria) 

Editorial comment: While the 
Bershov interview was being 
prepared for publication, points 
similar to those made in the fore
going letter were put to Chris 
Jones, and his reply, which 
follows, may be of interest. 

Is Competition Really a 
Threat? 
from Chris Jones 
Dear Editor, 
I assure you that Sergei Bershov 
is a normal bloke who ticks 
exactly on our wavelength. I am 
therefore amazed that you find 
the idea of organized competition 
so threatening - the question of 
drug usage seems far worse to 
me. (See Jones' article in 
Mountain 53. Ed.) 
I recently watched a world class 
marathon in New York. It was an 
absolute inspiration to see those 
blokes coming in in 2 hours 10 
minutes, after they had run 26 
miles. Has competition ruined 
running, or sailing, or kayaking? 
If mountaineering is an amateur 
sport, why should you see it as 
being threatened with com
mercialism? With competitive 
climbing, at least the tough 
climbers would have a means of 
seeing who was best; and this 
would be absolute, not a ques
tion of bullshitting, lies, cheat
ing gamesmanship and so forth . 
When a marathon runner wins, 
he is the best on that day. Simple. 
You list various objections. "Big 
sponsorship"? O.K. for the boys 
on Everest, I suppose, but what 
about the house-painter from 
Wigan? And where is the big 
sponsorship in running, cross 
country or kayaking, all of which 
are amateur sports? "Hero 
worship"? Well, we have that 
now; at least this way we'd be 
worshipping genuine heroes. 
"Restriction of crags"? Yes, on 
the day of the competition, but if 
mountaineering became more of 
a 'sport', landowners might be 
more inclined to grant access (a 
big problem in the States), so 
the point is arguable either way. 
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" Distortion of values"? I think it 
would clarify some values; for 
example, those of competition 
itself. 
The Russians are not suggesting 
that competition be introduced 
into alpinism, major rock climb
ing or big expeditions, but merely 
into small crag climbing . They 
do award gold medals in these 
other categories, but I do not like 
that. Presumably the basis is 
similar to the Italian system, 
where a w inner is selected by a 
panel of judges who assess a 
possibly faked report (that is, the 
judges are not present when the 
climb is made) . 
Let's be honest: climbers are 
competitive. I am sure there 
would be no objections from the 
Liveseys and Barbers - or at least 
their successors! 
Yours etc., 
Chris Jones (Oakland) 

Weeding Out the Wrong 
Types 
from Pat Parker 
Dear Sir, 
The question of educational 
mountaineering was once again 
debated in the columns of 
Mountain 53, but I wonder 
whether we are approaching 
one aspect of the problem from 
the wrong angle. It is useless to 
discuss the worth of outdoor 
pursuits in education - they are 
here to stay - but the point that 
seems to raise most hackles is the 
diploma glut. As one who has 
worked in outdoor pursuits, and 
who now has children coming 
up to involvement age, I must 
say that I know some teacher/ 
instructors from whom I would 
not wish my children to have 
their introduction to any outdoor 
pursuit. These people are few, 
but outdoor pursuits, by their 
very nature, seem to attract some 
people who are unstable, selfish, 
over-ambitious and lacking in 
good judgement. 
It is because of such people that 
the education authorities have 
hedged themselves round with 
certificates and rules. If we could 
devise a better system for 'weed
ing out the wrong type' - always 
difficult in education - perhaps 
those remaining could be left to 
get on with the job with more 
freedom, variety and enthusiasm. 
Yours sincerely, 
Pat Parker (Windermere) 

Mjollnir Hammers 
from Forrest Mountaineering 
Dear Sir, 
It has come to the attention of 
Forrest Mountaineering that 
some climbers working with the 
first Mjollnir Ill multi-pick ham
mers are using the screw eye in 
the butt of the handle to support 
their body weight. As pointed 
out on the product card which 
accompanied these hammers, 

th is is an unsafe practice - the 
screw eye was never intended to 
support body weight, and it may 
pull out of the handle if put to 
such use. 
The correct method of hanging 
from these hammers is to thread 
a length of ¾" web through the 
hole in the pick and tie the web 
into a loop. Body weight may 
then be supported from this loop. 
The current Mjollnir 111 hammers 
do not have a screw eye in the 
butt of the handle ; instead, they 
have a web loop running through 
the handle. This attachment 
loop tests at 1,400 pounds, 
enough to support body weight. 
Forrest Mountaineering will ex 
change Mjollnir hammers that 
have screw eyes for new ham
mers, at no charge, for customers 
who prefer hanging from the 
handle rather than the pick. 
After repeated use, some of these 
first Mjollnirs may develop a 
technical problem which will 
prevent the screws holding the 
pick in place from remaining 
tight. Those who have these 
early hammers with tapered head 
screws may return the entire 
Mjollnir (hammer and picks) to 
the Forrest factory for modifica 
tion or replacement. 
Yours sincerely, 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 
Denver, Colorado 80202 

Troll Polyester Tapes 
from Troll Products 
Dear Sir, 
We are shortly to introduce a 
range of tapes and harnesses 
made from polyester. These are 
produced for the caver, as they 
have particular properties that 
are valuable in that sport. We do 
not recommend that harnesses 
and slings made from polyester 
should be used in situations 
where high hock loads may be 
expected, as in climbing. The 
caver is rarely, if ever, in this 
situation. 
To identify this range of tapes 
and harnesses, we have marked 
the tapes with a black line at one 
quarter width from one edge 
(many tapes have 1.0. lines 
down the centre of the web, but 
none appear to have such a line 
in an off -centre position). 
Yours faithfully, 
Tony Howard 
Troll Products (Oldham) 

Fees payable for Mountain 
Articles and photographs 
A number of contributors to re 
cent issues of Mountain have 
fees due to them, but we have 
lost contact. If the following 
climbers would let us know their 
current addresses, we will send 
their fee cheques by return : Jeff 
Stubbs, Rob Muir, Chris Falken
stein, Paul Potters, Rick Hatch 
and Larry Kuznair. .A. 

DUNLOPRUFE NYLON MATERIAL, zips (6"" to 96""). thread. eyelets. 
buckles. webbing. velcro. press studs. Patterns for rucsac, biv i- tent . For 
prices : stamp please, Tor Sales, 5 Lyndon Grove, Runcorn, WA7 5PP. 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping. Mountaineering and Sk1-1ng 
Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C. T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd ., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C) . 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S) . 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty., Ltd ., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
21 Bishop Street, 
Kelvin Grove. 
Tel. 356.8393 or 356.8194 
Vi ct oria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. (C) (M) (S). 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports ltd., 
216 Hereford Street. 
Tel. 67.148 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road , N.W., 41 . 
Tel. 403.283.5551 . (C) (M) (S) . 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 2Z5. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Alpine Crafts Equipment, 
1286 Kingsway. 
Tel. 604.879.7431. (M) . 
Ontario: Toronto 
Margesson's Sports ltd. , 
17 Adelaide Street, E. 
Tel. 416.366.2741 . (C) (M) (S) . 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
Tsat Tsz Mui Post Office Box 73. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952 
Aberdeen 
Campbell 's Sports, 
520 Union Street. (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 
Belfast: Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. (S). 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd . (S) . 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180 
Birmingham 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, (C). 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road. Tel. 021.454.8771 
Blackburn 
Mountain Craft Limited, 
18 Darwen Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S) . 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, Manchester Rd. 5 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports ltd ., 
138 Western Road. (S) (M) . 
Tel. 0273.26874 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road . 
Tel. 0272.311157 

Bristol 
Blacks of Greenock, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C) . 
Tel. 0272.23166 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C). 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 06904.232 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road , 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
1 41 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate. 
Tel. 0246.68203 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry), 
60 Crescent Avenue, 
Stoke. 
Tel. 0203.441 241 
Darlington 
J. Clementson ( Darlington) Ltd ., 
29 High North Gate. (C). 
Tel. 0325.2390 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road . (S) . 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0302.67755 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre. (C) (M) . 
Tel. 0302.21297 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0382.24501 / 2 
Dundee 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
93- 117 Princes Street. (C). 
Tel. 0382.43766 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
46 Dairy Road . 
Tel. 031 .337.2332 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0~92.76421 

Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 
Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041.221.4531 / 2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M) . 
Tel. 041 .332.4814 
Glasgow 
Black of Greenock, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221 .4007 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 
Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
28 John William Street. (C) (M). 
Tel. 0484.23165 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road . 
Tel. 061.368.1558 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0532.33045 
Leeds 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
21 / 22 Grand Arcade. (C). 
Tel. 0532.458634 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road . (S) . 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051.709.6912 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43a Harrington Street, 2. 
Tel. 051 .236.0525 
llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01.723.5252 
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London 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
29John Adam Street, W.C.2. (S). 
Tel. 01.839.1722 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.7541/2 
London 
Blacks of Greenock, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1 . 
Tel. 01.405.4426 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/1 4 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 . (C) (M) (S). 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co. , 
15 Station Road. (C). 
Tel. 061.748.6408 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. (S) . 
Tel. 061.834.7119 
Manchester 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road . 
Tel. 0642.248916 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Dentons (Denton Cycles) , 
177 Westgate Road. (S). 
Tel. 0632.23903 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 
Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
1 5 Westlegate. 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Queen Street. 
Tel. 0768.4505 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 
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Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. Tel. 0705.29410 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793 
Rochdale 
Jeff Connor Outdoor Centre, 
120/122 Drake Street. 
Tel. 0706.342062. (C) (M) . 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wesnesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 021.556.0802 
Wells, Somerset 
Rocksport, 
Bus Station, Wells. 
Tel. 0749.73054 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 021.553.1670 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
6 High Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4 / 5 King Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012 
York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567 

EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut Ltd ., 
28 Stephen Street Lower, 2. 
Tel. 0001.781.358. (C) (M) 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 177 

Oslo 
Sport Co. A/ S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.44 7381 

SWEDEN 
Falun 
Heimers Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
Verkstadsvagen 15. 
Tel. 023.34060 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 
Dolfisport, 
Snemandsvej la, 
2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 01.94.87.94 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska : Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 . (C) (M) (S). 
Alaska : Tai keetna 
Alaska Mountain Company, 
Talkeetna, 99676. 
Tel. 907.733.2306. (C) (M). 
California : Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave ., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371. (C) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Mountain Traders, 
1702 Grove Street, 94709. 
Tel. 415.845.8600. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
2160 University Avenue, 94704. 
Tel. 415.848.7866. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 
California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A 16-2 
California : Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd ., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S) . 
California : La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 . 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd ., 90631 . 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917. (C) (S). 
California : San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 
443 12th Street, 92101. 
Tel. 714.232.2167. (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel. 805.541 .1533. (C) (M) (S). 

California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 931 05. 
Tel. 805.682.1083. (C) (M) (S). 
California : Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408. (C) (M) (S). 
California : Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616 
Colorado : Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
1750 30th Street, 80301 . 
Tel. 303.442.3551. (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.4791. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80222. Tel. 303.377.2783. 
(C) (M) (S). 
Colorado : Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd ., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.3373. (M) . 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado : Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M). 
Colorado : Lakewood 
Ptarmigan Mountain Shop, 
1949 South Wadsworth Blvd ., 
80227. Tel. 303.986.5541 . 
(C) (M) (S). 
Connecticut : West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave. , 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S) . 
Georgia: Atlanta 
Appalachian Mountaineering, 
1544 Piedmont Avenue, 30324. 
Tel. 404.874.4323 
Idaho : Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall, 83704. 
Tel. 208.376.3731 . (S) (C). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
41 0 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832. (C) (M) (S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports / 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C) (M) (S). 
Minnesota : Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Avenue South, 55454. 
Tel. 612.339.3433. (C) (M) (S) . 
Montana: Hamilton 
Expeditions International, 
P.O. Box 1040. 
Tel. 406.363.3440 
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KENYA'S OUTDOOR CENTRE 

Base for climbing Mt. Kenya 

Transport, Equipment and ?orter Hire service. 

Mountain Club of Kenya hut bookings. 
For bookings and details wrire ro :-

The Manager P.O. Box 18, Naro Moru, Kenya 

A CLIMBER'S GUIDE TO A UNIQUE CLIMBING AREA 

JOSHUA TREE 
NATIONAL MONUMENT 

227 Pages, 137 Photos, 8 Maps, 325 Routes. 
Retail Price $12.50 from Climbing Stores. Details from: 

225 Tanforan Lane, Diamond Bar, California 91765. 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross) , 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 
N.H.: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street, 03262. 
Tel. 603.745.2767. (M) (S) . 
New York: Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc., 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
Tel. 716.837.3300. (C) (M) (S) . 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868. (C) (M) (S). 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561 . 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S) . 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C) (M) (S) . 
Oregon: Corvallis 
Recreational Sports Warehouse, 
311 S.W. Madison, 97330. 
Tel. 503.752.5612. (C) (M) (S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
880W. Lancaster Avenue, 19010. 
Tel. 215.527.3616 
Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701. 
Tel. 717.326.6537. (C) (M) (S) . 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 
Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101 . (C) (M) (S) . 

Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S) . 
Washington : Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S). 
Wa shington: Seattle 
North Face, 
501 E. Pine Street, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.0501. (C) (S) . 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Wenatchee 
Asplund's Ski Touring, 
1544 N. Wenatchee Ave., 98801. 
Tel. 509.662.6539. (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231 .2447 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S). 
Wyoming: Casper 
Cross Country Mountaineering, 
128 W. Second, 82601. 
Tel. 307.237.2071. (C) (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C) (M) (S) . 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 . (S) (C). 

Climb with 
'¥HA 

Whatever clothing or equipment you need 
for your next climbing holiday, the chances 
are we have it. Top quality and economy 
lines. All at fair prices-and backed by 
as much free help and advice as you want. 
Call in or telephone for the full facts . 
or a copy of our climbing catalogue. 

c;yJIA eve.rxone~ climbing cet/Jte 
London : 29 John Adam Street. WC2 01-8391722 
Birmingham: 35 Cannon Street, 82 021-643 5180 
Manchester: 36/38 Fountain Street, M2 061-834 7119 

~ YHA Services Ltd 
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Ask to see it at your local stockist, 
and indeed the whole range of 
walking/climbing boots distributed by: 

B6R6HJIUS 
34 Dean Street Newcastle upon Tyne 

Telephone: 0632 23561 



Mail orders to OPENING HOURS 

10/12 Holborn, London ECl. 
Tel: 01-405 7541. 

Holborn: Monday to saturday 
1 0.00am to 6.00pm. 
Late night Thurs. until 7.00. 

Also at: 
138 Western Road, Brighton. 
Tel: 0273 2687 4. 

Brighton: Monday to Saturday 
9.00am to 5.30pm. 

CLIMBING DEPARTMENT PRICE LIST - MARCH 1977 

ACCESS AND BARCLAYCARD WELCOME 

MAIL ORDER 
Please send all mail orders to the Holborn address and include a standard postage and packing charge of 75p. 
Payment by cheque, money order etc. should be made out to Alpine Sports Ltd. Alternatively quote your 
Access or Barclaycard number and we will charge your account directly. 
If we are unable to despatch your order within one week we will acknowledge your order and advise you of 
the expected delivery date. 

IMPORTANT 

This list shows current 
recommended retail prices . 
Where prices are shaded 
we are able to offer 

RUCKSACS 
BERGHAUS 
Trojan canvas 
Munroe 
Boa 
Titan standard 
Adda 
Cyclops Guide 
Cyclops Standard 
Cyclops Dauphine 
Cyclops Super 
Cyclops echo 
Cyclops roe canvas 
Cyclops roe nylon 
Cyclops pockets- each 
Spider 
Serac 
Centurion pack sac 
Mach 2 frame 
Mach 3 frame 
Andean sac & frame complete 
KARRIMOR 
Pinnacle canvas 
Pinnacle nylon 
Tatra 
Chamonix 
Aiguille (new model) 
Joe Brown extendable canvas 
Pamir 
Alpine haul sac 
Jaguar I 
Jaguar 11 
Joe Brown pockets per pair 
Haston Vallot 
Haston Alpinist 
Bambaino I 
Bambaino II 
Edelweiss 
Tacpac 
Fellman 40 
Fellman 60 
Ski pouch 
Totem frame c/w padded hip belt 
K 2 frame c/w padded hip belt 
Euro frame+ padded hip belt 
Orienteer + padded hip belt 
T otem 40 pack sac 
Totem 60 pack sac 
Annapurna pack sac 
T otem 65 pack sac 
T otem senior pack sac - canvas 
Totem senior pack sac - nylon 
T otem classique pack sac 
Papoose Iv 
Papoose cape 
CAMPTRAILS 
Entree I 
Entree 2 
Extreme 
Moose sac + frame 
Timberline sac+ frame 
Ponderosa sac + frame 
Yukon sac+ frame 

TENTS 
ROBERT SAUNDERS 

10.50 Fellpine - all nylon 
13.95 Fellpine with cotton inner 
15.30 Base camp 
18.90 Dolomite 
21.80 Backpacker S 
18.90 Backpacker 2 
24.50 VANGO FORCE TEN 
23.90 Mk 2 c/n 
26.50 Mk 2 LW 
27.90 tvik 3 C/N 
26.90 Mk 3 LW 
25.90 Mk 3 STD 

2.60 Mk 4 C/N 
32.90 Mk 4 LW 
32.90 Mk 4 STD 
14.30 Mk 5 C/N 
12.75 Mk 5 STD 
8 .60 Mk 2 extension 
26.90 Mk 3 extension 

Mk 4 extension 
7.35 Mk 5 extension 
8.50 253 Microweight 

11.45 262 Microweight 
11.45 265 Microweight 
18.55 FJALLRAVEN 
21.75 Okstindan I 
19.95 Okstindan II 
22.90 Everest II 
19.90 Everest Ill 
28.90 G.66 

4.30 WALKER 
21.95 Venus 
33.75 Himalaya 
4.55 ULTIMATE 
5.65 Solo 
9.10 Packer 76 
9.95 Packer 77 

12.55 Super Packer 
18.30 Sting 
4.55 The Tent 

11.25 High Country 2 
12.45 High Country 3 
13.20 COMPASSES 
15.95 SILVA 
9.95 Type 7NL 

12.60 Type 3NL 
13.25 Type 3 
14.90 Type 2NL 
14.30 Type 4/360/6400 
15.60 Type 4S 
18.35 Type 1S 
11.95 Type I5T 

2.35 Type 15TD 
Type 15TD-CL 

5.50 Wayfarer map case 
7.50 Type 1/360/640 

29.90 MAPS 
33.90 We stock al l the Ordnance Survey Maps 
34.90 of the popular walking areas. 
44.90 
59.90 

4750 
44.95 
69-50 
59.50 
4995 
58·50 

iitt!!f 

--0 imM:f _ 
Iltlt 
li~t~I ™l.~\l 
~JWl 
17:li~i 
litl: 
/Q.\®,:\ 

lltlll 
60.00 
75.00 
78 .00 
92.00 
87.00 

29.95 
39.95 

53.58 
58.59 
62.77 
66.96 
81.18 
90.39 
70.cl0 
76.16 

3.17 
3.94 
5.05 
5.57 
6.98 
8.15 

10.30 
13.14 
15.48 
16.94 

.90 
9.26 
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KARABINERS 
CLOG Stoppers on wire No. 3½ 
2 ,100 Kg . snap alloy 10mm 1.78 Stoppers on wire No. 4 
2,500 Kg. snap alloy 11 mm 1.96 Stoppers on wire No. 4½ 
3,500 Kg. snap alloy 13mm 2.41 Stoppers on wire No. 5 
2,500 Kg. screwgate alloy 11 mm 2.31 Stoppers on wire No. 5½ 
3 ,500 Kg. screwgate alloy 13mm 2.67 Stoppers on wire No. 6 
3,500 Kg. screwgate steel 13mm 2.41 Tubechock 1-6 
CHOUINARD PITONS 
2,000 Kg. snap alloy 2.25 CLOG 
SIMOND King Pins No. 1 short thin 
2 ,500 Kg. snap alloy 2.30 King Pins No. 2 long thin 
2,500 Kg. screwgate alloy 2.60 King Pins No. 3 short medium 
BONAITI King Pins No. 4 long medium 
2,500 Kg. snap alloy 1.75 King Pins No. 5 short thick 
SEE BACK PAGE SPECIAL OFFERS King Pins No. 6 long thick 
CHOCKS King Pins No. 7 extra long 
CLOG Offset eye blade pegs No. 1 
Cog No. 1 .68 Offset eye blade pegs No. 2 
Cog No. 2 .68 Offset eye blade pegs No. 3 
Cog No. 3 .74 Angles No. 1 
Cog No. 4 .82 Angles No. 2 
Cog No. 5 .90 Angles No. 3 
Cog No. 6 .97 Angles No. 4 
Cog No. 7 1.05 Bongs No. 1 
Cog No. 8 1.16 Bongs No. 2 
Cog No. 9 1.31 Bongs No.3 
Cog No. 10 1.53 Bongs No. 4 
Cog on wire No. 1 1.54 Micro Pegs flat 
Cog on wire No. 2 1.54 Micro Pegs bent 
Cog on wire No. 3 1.60 Skyhooks straight 
Cog on wire No. 4 1.68 Skyhooks curved 
Cog on wire No. 5 1.77 CHOUINARD 
Hexagon No. 1 .25 Lost arrows 
Hexagon No. 2 .31 Angles 
Hexagon No. 3 .38 Leepers · all sizes 
Hexagon No. 4 .46 PITON HAMMERS 
Hexagon No. 5 .59 STUBAI 
Hexagon No. 6 .75 Berghammer 
Hexagon No. 7 .99 Heavy Hammer 
Single hole wedges 2-6 .27 MISCELLANEOUS HARDWARE 
Double hole wedges 2A .53 CLOG 
Double hole wedges 3A .59 Figure of 8 descendeurs • original 
Double hole wedges 4A .78 Figure of 8 descendeurs • lightweight 
Hexagon on wire A 1.18 Clogger Prussiker 
Hexagon on wire B 1.18 Clogger Expedition Prussiker 
Hexagon on wire No. I 1.18 Jumar Prussiker 
Hexagon on wire No.2 1.18 Sticht belay plate with spring 
Hexagon on wire No.3 1.18 2 x9 mm 
Hexagon on wire No.4 1.18 2 x 11 mm 
Hexagon on wire No.5 1.38 Salewa fifi hooks 
Hexagon on wire No.6 1.56 Salewa prussi k plate 
Wedges on wire No. 1 .99 Troll 'snappin' peg carrier 
Wedges on wire No. 2 1.09 Troll bolt kit complete 
Wedges on wire No. 3 1.18 Clog plastic hammer holster 
Wedges on wire No. 4 1.29 HELMETS 
Set of 3 micro wedges on wire 2.97 JOE BROWN Super Helmet 
MOAC ULTIMATE Climbers helmet 
Original chock .58 ICE AXES 
Original chock on wire 1.00 INTERALP monte rosa 
Baby MOAC on wire 1.17 Mackinley 
TROLL Cerro Torre 
Tee chocks No . 2 1.04 Alpamayo 
Tee chocks No. 3 1.20 Chouinard/Frost Hickory 
Wedges on wire 00 .91 Chouinard/Frost Bamboo 
Wedges on wire 0 .91 OTHER AXES 
Wedges on wire 1 .91 SIMOND metallic 720 
Wedges on wire 2 .91 SNOWDON MOULDINGS curver 
CHOUINARD MACINNES/PECK terrordactyl 
Hexcentrics No. 1 STUBAI Manalasco 
Hexcentrics No. 2 STUBAI Rupal 
Hexcentrics No. 3 STUBAI Hidden Peak 
Hexcentrics No. 4 ICE HAMMERS 
Hexcentrics No. 5 INTERALP 
Hexcentrics No. 6 Climaxe Chouinard/Frost 
Hexcentrics No. 7 Baltoro 
Hexcentrics No. 8 CHOUINARD Alpine 
Hexcentrics No. 9 OTHER HAMMERS 
Hexcentrics No. 10 SIMOND Condor 
Hexcentrics No. 11 SIMOND Condor Glace 
Hexcentrics on wire No. 1. SALEWA ice hammer 
Hexcentrics on wire No. 2 Terrordactyl hammer head 
Hexcentrics on wire No. 3 CRAMPONS 
Stoppers No. 4 .64 CLOG adjustable crampons 
Stoppers No. 5 .64 SALEWA adjustable crampons 
Stoppers No. 6 .84 CHOUINARD rigid crampons 
Stoppers No. 7 1.03 SIMOND makalu 
Stoppers No. 8 1.31 
Stoppers on wire No. 1 1.49 
Stoppers on wire No. 2 1.49 
Stoppers on wire No. 2½ 1.59 
Stoppers on wire No. 3 1.59 
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1.59 
1.59 
1.88 
2 .06 
2 .06 
2.06 
1.53 

1.46 
1.46 
1.46 
1.46 
1.46 
1.46 
1.46 

.84 

.84 

.84 
1.07 
1.07 
1.07 
1.07 
1.17 
1.33 
1.48 
1.62 

.78 

.78 

.90 

.90 

1.15 
1.35 
2.04 

2.95 
2.75 

4.45 
3.56 

12.47 
16.94 
25.00 

3.95 
3.60 

.50 

.83 
1.62 
5.61 

.97 

9 .95 
9 .50 

illi ,:21t$.4,, 
®:~: 
Jill: 
29.68 
24.30 
18.40 
25.90 
26 .90 
26.90 

11.90 
6 .25 
8.95 

13.95 
18.95 
13.10 
19.40 

15.40 
15.75 
19.75 
23.95 

MISCELLANEOUS ICE GEAR 
SALEWA tubular ice screw 4.55 
SAL EWA drive in ice pegs 5.50 
SNOWDON MOULDINGS drive 
in ice pegs 
CLOG deadman belay 
CLOG deadboy belay 
Ice Axe head cover 
Ice axe point protector 
Sliding ring and wrist loop 
4-piece neoprene crampon straps 
12 point crampon protectors 
SIMON D tubular ice screw 
CHOU I NARD tubular ice screw 
SIMOND drive in 
INTERALP/CHOUINARD drive in 
ROPE 
VIKING HAWSER LAID ROPE 
11 mm x 45 m 
11 mm x 36 m 
10 mm x 45 m 
10 mm x 36 m 
7 mm x 90 m 
MAMMUT DYNAMIC KERNMANTLE 

2.99 
4.12 
3.57 

.45 

.28 

.57 
3 .26 

::::::;\$.! 
3 .95 
8 .50 
2.95 
3 .50 

22 .60 
18.15 
18.22 
14.58 
21 .00 

11 mm x 45 m 42 .90 
9 mm x 90 m 76.95 
MAMMUT DYNAFLEX KERNMANTLE. 
11 mm x 45 m 55 .90 
9mmx90m 89 .90 
EDE LR ID CLASSIC KERNMANTLE 
11 mm x 45 m 
9 mm x 90 m 
INTERALP KERNMANTLE 

52.90 
75 .80 

11 mm x 45 m 29.95 
11 mm x 50 m 34.00 
9 mm x 90 m 49.95 
9 mm x 50 m 28.00 
INTERALP EVERDRY KERNMANTLE 
11 mm x 45 m 39.00 
11 mm x 50 m 44.00 
9 mm x 90 m 59.00 
9 mm x 50 m 33.00 
Price per metre for Kernmantle rope 
4mm 
5mm 
6mm 
7 mm 
8mm 
9mm 
11 mm 
TAPE (Price per metre) 
TROLL 
3/8" orange 
5/8" orange 
1" orange 
1 ½" orange 
2" orange 
5/8" blue super tape 
1" blue super tape 
KARRIMOR 
19 mm yellow 
13 mm yellow tubular 
INTERALP 

.16 

.24 

.26 

.36 

.41 

.65 

.90 

.16 

.22 

.31 

.44 

.61 

.28 

.45 

.15 

.22 

25 mm white tubular .30 
TAPE ACCESSORIES AND HARNESSES 
TROLL 
Stitched slings 
4 ft. x 1" orange 
8 ft . x 1" orange 
4 ft . x 1" super blue 
8 ft . x 1" super blue 
Climbers belt 
Chest harne~s 
Whillans sit harness 
Full body harness 
2-piece body harness 
Chest section 
Sit harness section 
Hangright etriers 1 ½" 
Hangright etriers 1" 
Hangright etriers 2" 
1" etrier with metal top spreader rung• 
3 rung 
4 rung 
Hammer holster 
Belay ring for climbers belt 
ldentitape per roll 
Bandolier gear carrying sling 
Easy riser 1 " 
Easy riser 2" 

1.00 
1.51 
1.36 
1.94 
3 .14 
2.72 
8 .59 

14.58 

2 .72 
3.34 
4.54 
3 .89 
4 .54 

3 .24 
3 .89 

.70 

.97 

.26 
1.10 
3.24 
3.24 



BOOTS 
Alpine Sports Zermatt 
Alpine Sports Treviso 
Alpine Sports Bronzo 
Scarpa Sella 
Scarpa Trento 
Scarpa Monte Rosa 
Sesto 
Tofana 
Dolomite Shoe 
CLIMBING BOOTS 
Chardon net 
Tecnica super guides 
Tecnica Major 
Tecnica Double Boot 
Dolomite Super Egger 
Asolo super Cervino 
Gal ibier Peuterey 
Galibier Super Guide 
Dolomite Super Laverado 
Gali bier Super Pro 
Dolomite Major 
Galibier Makalu Double 
SPECIALIST ROCK BOOTS 
E.B. Friction boot 
Galibier P.A. Friction boot 
Shouinard 
Galibier Yosemite 
SLEEPING BAGS 
DAIMOR 
Cairngorm full zip 
Jungfrau 
Monch 
Monch full zip 
MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT 
Torridon P3 (Synth) 
Ptarmigan * 
Lightline 
Alpen 
Laverado * 
Snowline* 
Redline 
Everest 
*available with zip at extra 
POINT FIVE 
Snowcap 
Orion (X .L.) 
Helios 
Convertible 
Sierra 
Northern lights 
Soppy for washing down bags 
Vallot 
Expediti on 32 oz. filling 
SPORT - TREK Greenlander 
ULTIMATE EQUIPMENT 
P3 Dacron Sleeping Bags 
20 Winks cotton 
20 Winks nylon 
30 Winks 
40 Winks 
DOWN CLOTHING 
MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT 
Redline duvet 
Redline duvet extra large 
Snowline duvet 
Snowline duvet extra large 
Annapurna duvet 
Annapurna duvet extra large 
Dolomite duv~t 
Dolomite duvet extra large 
Dolomite sweater 
Down boots 
Down breeches 
Redline pied d 'elephant 
POINTFIVE 
Freney duvet 
Brenva duvet 
Bernina duvet 
Vermont jacket 
Down waistcoat 
Soppy for washing down jackets 
SPORT-TREK 
Expedition duvet 
Duvet 
Sweater 
Waistcoat (cotton inner) 

14.00 
23.90 
28.95 
23.90 
25.90 
42 .90 
33.90 
43 .90 
22.50 

29.50 
29.95 
36.00 
49 .00 
46.90 
49.00 

1:1: 
58.05 
63.99 

ifii} 
14.95 
iffi1.ll 
25.00 
~=;Si= 

27.95 
49.20 
54.40 
50.70 
68.30 
75.00 

1..92 
47.75 
73.00 
$It®.: 

26.25 
27 .95 
35.18 
43.25 

:ii:w 
iet:fi~! 

ill 
jj:ij: 
:~~i:i:ti.' 
25:50 
32.28 
45 .68 

49.75 
32.95 
27 .95 
39.95 
16.95 

1.92 

DACRON CLOTHING 
MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT 
Torridon Vest 
T orridon Duvet 
Dalesman jacket 
POINT FIVE 
Glenmore jacket 
Thermo jacket 
Thermo sweater 
Hood for Thermo sweater 
PILE FIBRE CLOTHING 
JAVLIN 
Jacket 
Jacket with pockets 
Super Javlin 
HELL Y HANSEN 
Polar sweater 
Sweater with zip 
Polar jacket 

(approx) 

Polar jacket longback (approx) 
Polar trousers 
Polar mittens 
Polar mittens with nylon covering 
INSULATA 
Vest 
Sweater 
Jacket 
STOCKINGS 
Langlauf extra long 
Raggstockings 
Devoid plain grey stretch long 
Red or blue long with loopstitch foot 
North wall loopstitch 
SOCKS 
Extra thick loopstitch 
Raggsocks 
Short langlauf 
Balaclava Hats 
BREECHES 
CRAGHOPPERS 
Green tweed 
Grey tweed 
Corduroy 
Molecord 
Stretch 
Grey tweed trousers 
HARRIS MEYER 
Stretch 
MOAC 
Bonneville wool 
Whipcord 
SHIRTS 
Helly Hansen 
MOAC 
GAITERS 
BERGHAUS 
Canvas or nylon 
KARRI MOR 
Nylon 
Canvass 
Backpacking nylon 
STUART MADE LEY 
Short gaiter 
Zipped anklet 
MITTS 
DACHSTEIN 
Heavyweight wool mitts 
MILLAR 
Fingerless mitt 
Nylon overmitt with long sleeve 
and leather palm 
KARRIMOR 
Oiled cotton overmitt 
Everest mitt 
WATERPROOF CLOTHING 
G & H PRODUCTS 
Cagjac - teenager 
Cagjac - small, medium, large 
Cagjac - extra large 
Overtrousers-- teenager 
Overtrousers - small, medium, large 
Overtrousers - extra large 
BERG HAUS 
Thor jacket 
Thor Overtrousers 
Tern cagoule 
Childs casual jacket 
Childs overtrousers 
HENRI LLOYD 
Glencoe jacket 
CP Overtrousers 
Jiffy foldaway cag 

14.78 
24.60 
38.56 

27.90 
37.80 
19.90 
4.90 

11.40 
12.95 
26.00 

15.32 
16.90 
17.50 
18.50 
15.05 
3.68 
3.75 

8.50 
10.50 
11 .50 

3.50 
1.95 
2.50 
2.95 
2.50 

1.95 
1.50 
2.95 
2.25 

12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
11.50 
12.50 
12.50 

14.50 

15.90 
12.90 

9.95 
7.36 

5.95 

6.90 
5.95 
3 .95 

4.35 
2.95 

3.25 

2.95 

3.50 

2 .95 
5.99 

11-95 
11-95 
11.95 
6.74 
6.74 
6.74 

14.95 
6 .80 
6.20 
5.50 
3 .10 

19.95 
13.50 

5.95 

NATURAL FIBRE WATERPROOFS 
MOAC Oiled jacket 
Ventile jacket 
Epee cotton jacket 
Scimitar 60/40 jacket 
UNDERWEAR 
Lifa Longjohn 
Lifa T-Shirt 
Haase Longjohn 
STOVES 
Gaz S.200 
Delux Super Bleuet 
- Cartridge 200 
Globetrotter 
- Cartridge 75 
Single Burner 
Standard Double burner 
Delux double burner 
Transat double burner 
901 Container & gas 
904 Container & gas 
901 Refill 
904 Refill 
907 Refill 
SVEA 123 
Optimus 77A 
Optimus 88 
Optimus 99 
Optimus 96L 
Optimus OOL 
Optimus 1111 B 
Optimus 123 
Optimus SR 
Trangia 27 
Trangia 27K 
Trangia 25 
LYTHAM 
Titch 
Tiddler 
Tandem 
CAMPING ACCESSORIES 
We stock a full range of lightweight 
camping accessories. 
MISCELLANEOUS ACCESSORIES 
KARRIMOR 
Stuff sacs small 
Stuff sacs large 
Pack frame shoulder straps per pr. 
Padded hip belt for pack frames 
Non-padded hip belt for pack frames 
50mm waist strap for climbing sacs 
'U' tube to enable pack sacs to be 
carried without frame 
Cord grips 
Karri mats 34 x 95 cm (to fit JB sacs) 
Karri mats 45 x 145 cm 
Karri mats 45 x 185 cm 
Karri mats 45 x 95 cm 
KARRIMOR 
Polythene survival bags 90 x 180 cm 
Polythene survival bags 120 x 240 cm 
Sac Liner 
Soppy for cleaning bags & clothing 
Achil Headlamp 
Pifco 3 cell headlamp 
Hydrolan boot waterproofer per tin 
Boot laces per pair 
Wet-pruf per tin 
Flares (Pack of three) 
Whistle 
Glacier cream non-greasy 
Glacier cream for lips 
Glacier cream greasy, high altitude 
First aid kits in plastic box 
St. John's ambulance first aid kit 
Knives - we have a selection of Swiss 
Army Knives in stock . We stock the 
range of Springlow dried foods. 
Sportsman's blanket 
GUIDEBOOKS 

16.90 
34.95 
31.90 
29.90 

5.30 
4.75 
5.95 

5.25 
8.25 

.42 
8.75 

.36 
4.49 

11.98 
18.49 
18.49 

7.75 
11.75 

.80 
1.70 
1.95 

16-68 
13-44 
21·33 
19·87 
16-68 
19·92 
32-34 
16-68 
19-38 
10.45 
13.10 
12.75 

5.95 
6.95 

10.95 

2.10 
2.90 
1.85 
3.45 
2.15 

.85 

.50 

.18 
1.40 
3.30 
4.75 
2.50 

.59 
1.10 

.15 
1.92 
4.40 
2.95 

.60 

.40 

.18 
7.80 

.20 

.16 

.14 

.19 
2.17 
1.95 

5.25 

We endeavour to stock all the Guides that 
are currently in print for both Britain and 
the various Alpine regions. We also have 
many climbing and expedition books . 
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FACT In the Himalayasorouton the Bens 
-warm air preserves life; cold air kills . 
Sleeping bags and clothing by Mountain 
Equipment hold a layer of warm,still air 
close to you . 

FACT Weight-for-weight, down filling is 
the most efficient insulator available. 
Treated with care,Mountain Equipment 
quality will last a lifetime. 

FACT Man-made fillings have a slight 
advantage in extreme wet/cold 
conditions. They dry quickly and hold 
their'loft'when wet. From Mountain 
Equipment you can have the best of 
both worlds. 

FACT The most effective fillings are 
'baffled' to keep warm air where you 
need it most.Around you. Check the 
Mountain Equipment range. 

FACT Your top to toe central heating. For 
comfort and warmth your sleeping bag 
should have a footpiece and a hood. 
Every Mountain Equipment bag has 
these features. 1 -~ 

FACT Mountain Equipment (' Z, 
manufacture the best in quality 
gear. Ask the specialists. 

Sleeping Bags and Down Gear 
to rely on-by 

Mountain Equipment Ltd. 
George Street, Glossop, 

Derbyshire SK13 SAY, England. 
Telephone: Glossop3770 

The Redline Duvet 



LIGHTWEIGHT 
WAXPROOFED JACKET 
Style No: 08005 

♦ Attached weatherproof hood with 
drawcord 

♦ Inset sleeves with elasticated, 
adjustable, stud -fastening windcuffs 

♦Two-way zip fastened front, with 
stud-fastening overflap 

♦Drawcords at waist and hem 
♦Two hip pockets, with foul weather 

openings and stud-fastened overflaps 
♦All seams double stitched 
♦Colours Orange or Olive 
Belstaff's 50 years experience in making 
the best in weatherproof clothing has 
been combined with the practical 
experience of Chris Bonington, 
undoubtedly one of the world 's 
greatest climbers, to produce a 
completely new range of functional 
garments for the "Great Outdoors". 

Send now for illustrated brochure to: 
Belstaff International ltd 
Caroline Street, Longton, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. ST3 1 DD 

... and all other aspects of 
mountaineering contact the 
specialists. 
Credit facilities are also now 
available. 

Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET, 

-- NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Tel: 23561 

WILDERNESS 
EXPERIENCE 

mountain 
packs 

Our specialty is packs . From large expedi
tion frame packs down to the Humming
bird Day Pack . 16 designs in all, each 
made to be used and used hard . 

We use only the finest materials combined 
with quality craftsmanship to produce 
packs that last. Before buying your next 
pack, compare ours to others. Look close
ly and you will see why we can guarantee 
our packs against defects in materials and 
workmanship for as long as you own 
them. 

Our catalog is free and available at your 
WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE dealer or by 
writing directly to us. 

WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE 
9421 Winnetka Ave. Chatsworth, CA. 91311 
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Novv in Liverpool 
if you find selecting the right gear 

a problem, consult: 

Don Morrison 
shops at: 

LIVERPOOL and SHEFFIELD ~r- 43a Harrington Street, 2. 
.. -1.___ (off North John Street) 

Tel. 051.236.0525 

Climbing School 

The finest in U.S. and European equipment 
from Paul Ross, BillAughton and Frank Simon 

U.S.Distributors for J.B.Hard Hats.Clog, 
Karrimor, Troll, Berghaus Pocks and 
Mt.Equipment. catalogue 

Box 494, Main SI., North Conway, 
New Hampshire, U.SA. tel. 603.356.5287 
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343 London Road, S2 4NG 
Tel. 0742.56018 

Australia's Mountain Equipment 
Stocks leading brands from 
throughout the world . 

Berghaus, Camp Trails, Chouinard, 
Clog, Edelrid, Fairydown, Jumar, 
Fjallraven, Galibier, Karrimor, 
Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Simond and Ultimate. 

Streamlined mail order service 
throughout Australia and N.Z. 

MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT PTY. 
P.O. BOX 703, CROWS NEST, SYDNEY, 
AUSTRALIA 2065. Tel. 02/439 2454 



B6R6HRUS 
34 DEAN STREEt NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 

ENGLAND. TELEPHONE : 0632 23561 

CYCLOPS ROC CYCLOPS DAUPHINEE 

CYCLOPS 
... THE 

anatomic 
sacs, 

see that at your local retailer / 
or consult the manufacturers. l 

. --

Gr) Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c/o 56 Sylvester Road. London N.2. 



u! Weather Gear this light really be waterproof? 

Paer ~wr,,., 
makes great looking climbers! 

e> 
FROM CLIMBING AND 
SPORTS SHOPS EVERYWHER E. 

PETER STORM ALSO MANUFACTURES: 
'No Sweat ' Foul W eather Gear 
PVC on Nylon Foul W eather Gear 
Oiled W ool Sweaters 

Lightweight foul weather gear is superb to wear, but 
only if it is 100% waterproof and tough. That depends 

on "high count" nylon, carefully proofed with 
minimum of six layers of a specially form 

polyurethane coating to fabric and seam 
Peter Storm uses his own uniquely 
polyurethane which assures you 
waterproof featherweight clot · 
anywhere. It's a Peter S m 
That's why Peter S 

ee 
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