


Six of the 
best 
by Camp Trails 
RIDGELINE This popular economy bag will delight the beginner or 
casual hiker who nevertheless wishes to carry a substantial load . Two 
large outside zip pockets - Nylon tie down cords on storm flap. Made 
in orange weatherproof urethane coated nylon. Medium and large sizes. 
2560 Cu.in. 
CRUISER FRAME The famous cruiser frame that doesn't let you down. 
Alluminium alloy tube, heliarc welded with four cross members gives 
you a frame of incredible strength and lightness - Nylon backband and 
padded shoulder straps make for more comfort and enjoyment. 

MOOSE A specialist bag designed for awkward or unstable loads. Criss 
cross lash cords pull tight to secure load firmly to the frame , as your 
load becomes smaller at the end of the trek. Two large pockets -
hooded zips. Drawstring and cord lock on deep storm flap. 
Extendable top - Green or orange urethane coated nylon. 
Medium and large sizes. 4860 Cu.in. 

SKYLINE CRUISER FRAME Identical to the cruiser frame but w ith 
the addition of a padded hip belt which places the load comfortably on 
the pelvis, and the floating mounting ensures that jogging of the load 
does not put undue strain on the bone structure. 

TIMBERLINE A large capacity straight 
through bag, made to the usual high Camp 
Trails standards. Five huge pockets with 

hooded zips . Map pocket with Velcro 
fastening - Nylon tie cords on deep storm 
flap. 4230 Cu.in. 

ASTRAL CRUISER Alluminium alloy tube 
- heliarc welding for strength . Vee bar truss 

to resist diilgonal forces. No horizontal 
bar to bang your head . Angled . Pre

stressed bars to distribute stresses 
evenly. FLOATING padded 

hip belt . Adjustable shoulder 
straps . 

Write to Moac for a full 
colour catalogue
then ask your 
dealer for the 
best! 

Mountaineering .Activities Limited Wellington Place, Liverpool Road, Manchester M3 4NO 



Blacks Snowgoose 
••• for the chosen few. 

• 
. . .Comes complete with 

Kmg Size-extra large water-proof 
• Covered in Blacks length in use 230cm polyuretha~e coated 

uniquely durable, (7' 6") yet weighs only stuff bag 
completely downproof 1.9kg (4Ib 4oz). · 

.Down of this quality 
gives 75% more 'loft' 
even than Blacks 
renowned Icelandic 

• Filled with 1.4 kg
that's three whole 
pounds-of new pure 
white goose down. 

filling . 

'Ripstop' nylon 
-proofed for 

extra protectio ... n. ----

Blacks sub-zero sleeping bags have earned their 
unbeatable reputation under the toughest conditions, 
being used again and again by internationally known 
explorers and climbers on some of their most 
hazardous expeditions. 

Even in this class, the Snowgoose (illustrated 
above) stands supreme for its perfectionist attention 
to every tiny detail required to ensure true comfort 
at the lowest temperatures. Truly a king of bags, it is 
covered distinctively in royal purple. £120.00 

The Snowgoose is only one of Blacks big range 
of specialist bags, each of which represents 
outstanding quality and value. 

Other Sub-Zero bags (left to right). 
Snowdrift Karakorum Polar 

Snowdrift same construction as the Snowgoose, 
but filled with all new duck down. £86.00 

Karakorum virtually two sleeping bags, one 
inside the other, nylon covered and filled with High 
Quality goose/ duck down in two separate layers. £77.50 

• Overlap tube quilting 
gives best possible 
compartmentation, 
effectively prevents 
'cold spots: 

• Inner and outer are 
differentially cut to 
allow the down to fully 
loft. 

Polar wall-quilted all cotton fabric bag, and 
filled with High Quality goose/duck down. £69.50 

HIGH ALTITUDE TENTS 
TO SPECIAL ORDER ONLY 
The Mcinnes Box Tent 
Designed by climber Hamish Mcinnes for high 
altitude use it 
features a frost 
lining and unique 
sectional alloy 
frame. 

The Nylon Tunnel Tent (Double Skin) 
Used on the '75 and '76 Everest expeditions, it will 

withstand extremes 
of climate and is 
rapidly erected in 
adverse conditions. 

Send for your copy of the 1977 Good Companions 
Catalogue enclosing an 8½p stamp to cover return postage. 
Leaflets on Tunnel and Box tents also available on request. 

Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire, PA14 5XN. 
or Ruxley Corner, Sidcup, Kent DA14 5AO. 

~~~~rby IL Blacks 
of Greenock 
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Haston Alpiniste 

In the last decade the Karrimor 
Alpiniste sac dominated the climbing scene. 
Why? A good name, a unique colour, which 
made it stand out like a badge of office, 
some new features and a very robust 
construction all coincided with the right 
decade. 

Since the Alpiniste was discontinued 
a 'ghost' demand continued for the 
product. Climbers, after using their 
Alpiniste for IO years expect to replace it 
with almost exactly the same thing - but 
is this valid in today's scene with the rapidly 
changing nature of the types of climbs 
being done? With the rapid rise in Winter 

climbing standards, and as the trend to 
lightweight style Alpine ascents of 
Himalayan peaks continues, there is a 
need for something more appropriate to 
today's scene. The Alpiniste was a 
'crag sac'. The Haston Alpiniste is a true 
Alpine sac. 



REI knows 
the ropes 
Because we use them. 

postpaid 
Mammut Dynaflex Climbing Rope 
You can count on the extra-strength in this rope. 
Made to conform to UIAA standards. It has an eight 
fall safety factor. 11 mm x 150'. Weight 7 lbs. 6 oz. 
Orange/Gold, Blue, Black. 

postpaid 
Mammut Dynaflex Duodess Climbing Rope 
Top of the line with even more reserve strength. 
Durable. It conforms to UIAA standards with an eight 
fall safety factor. This bi-patterned rope is 11 mm x 
1651• Weight 7 lbs. 12 oz. Purple/Green. 

postpaid 
Mammut Dynamic Duodess Climbing Rope 
A dependable Swiss-made rope. Withstands high 
impact stresses. Easy handling and holds knots well. 
It's a rope with a four fall safety factor. Conforms 
to U IAA standards. This bi-patterned rope is 
10.5 mm x 1501• Weight 6 lbs.12 oz. Red/Gold, 
Yellow/Orange, Black, Blue. (See other climbing 
items in our full-color catalog included with 
purchase.) Annual money-back dividend to 
Co-op members. 
Shop REI in Seattle, Portland, Ore., Berkeley and 
Los Angeles. Use coupon, or call toll free (800) 
426-4840, except Alaska or Hawaii. 
Washington residents call (800) 562-4894. 
□ Enclosed is my check or money order 
for ____ Dynaflex, ____ Dynaflex Duodess, 
or _________ Dynamic Duodess rope(s). 

Color(sl-------,-,:-:::---------
Offer expires Sept. 15, 1977. Add sales tax for 
California and Washington deliveries only. 
D I want to be a MEMBER, enclosed is $2.00. 
D Please send me a FREE color catalog only. 

For complete details, write REI, P.O. Box 22090, 
Seattle, WA 98122. 

NAME ________________ _ 

ADORES$ _______________ _ 

CITY _________________ _ 

STATE ________ z1p _______ _ 

Dept.M-5-R ~ 

RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT, INC. 
Seattle• Portland • Berkeley• Los Angeles 
" The Original Outdoor Co-op-Est. 1938" 

DON'T THROW THEM AWAY! 
Your back issues of Mountain are wanted. Will pay premium price. 

Also will swap my extras ii you have what I want. 
Bruce Beck P.O. Box 278, Clearwater, B.C. Canada VOE 1 NO 
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MAIL ORDERS TO 
10/12 HOLBORN. LON DON EC1. Tel. 0 1405 7541 
Also at 
138 WE STERN ROAD. BRI GHTON. Tel. 0273 26874 

Climbing Department Price Litt 

ACCESS AND BARCLAY CARDS WELCOME 

MAIL ORDER 

may 1977 
Please send all mail orders to the Holborn address and include a standard postage and packing charge of 75p. 
Payment by cheque, money order etc. should be made out to Alpine Sports Limited. Alternatively quote your 
Access or Barclaycard number and we will charge your account directly . 
If we are unable to despatch your order within one week we will acknowledge your order and advise you of the 
expected delivery date. 
BULK BUYING 
Alpine Sports Contract Cl imbing Department is now open to all Cl imbing Clubs, Education Authorities, Outdoor 
Educat ion Schools, etc. For further informat ion wr ite or ring 01 405 7541 Mr. Richard Turnbull Contracts Manager. 
RUCK SACS FJA LLRAVEN Hexagon on wire No 4 
BERGHA US Okst1ndan ti 60.00 Hexagon on wire No 5 
Trojan canvas 10.50 Okst1ndan Ill 75.00 Hexagon on wire No. 6 
Munroe 13.95 Everes t II 78.00 Wedges on wire No 1 
Boa 15.30 Everest Il l 92.00 Wedges on wire No 2 
Titan standard 18.90 G 66 87 .00 Wedges on wire No 3 
Titan super 20.95 WALKER Wedges on wire No 4 
Adda 21.80 Venus 29.95 Set of 3 micro wedges on wire 
Cyclops Guide 18.90 Himalaya 39 .95 MOAC 
Cyclops Standard 24.50 ULTI MATE Original chock 
Cyclops Dauphine 23.90 Solo 59.50 Original chock on wire 
Cyclops Super 26.50 Packer 76 64.40 Baby MOAC on wire 

/PRICES CORRECT K, OF 22 APRIL 1977) 

OPENING HOURS 
Holborn : Monday to Saturday 
1 0.00am to 6.00pm. 
Late night Thurs. until 7.00pm. 

Brighton: Monday to Saturday 
9 .00am. to 5.30pm. 

1.18 MI SC ELLANEOUS HARDWARE 
1.38 CLOG 
1.56 Figure of 8 descendeurs- orig inal 

.99 Figure of 8 descendeurs - lightwe1ght 
1.09 (logger Pruss1~er 
1.18 Clogger Exped1t1on Pruss1ker 

1.29 Jumar Pruss1ker 
2.97 Stirht belay plate with spring 

2 )(. 9mm 
.58 2 ')( 11mm 

1.00 Salewa fd1 hooks 
1.17 Salewa pruss1k plate 

Cyclops Echo 27.90 Packer 77 66.96 < Si:iA6fo:AiiiAsbeiii6lf > Tro1I ·snapp1n· peg carrier 
Cyclops roe canvas 26.90 Super Packer 75.33 Troll bol t kit complete 
Cyclops roe nylon 25.90 Sting 83.70 :::::::::::<::::::/::~P_EC:IA,L. CJ_Ff:l:RS}:::,:::•:-·•· . Clog plastic hammer holster 
Cyclops pockets each 2.60 The Tent 104.62 HELMETS 
Spider 32 .90 High Country 2 77.00 TROLL JOE BROWN Super Helmet 
Serac 32.90 High Country 3 83.70 Tee chocks No. 2 1.04 ULTIMATE Climbers helmet 
Centurion Pack sac 14.30 COMPASSES Tee chocks No. 3 1.20 ICE AXES 
Mach 2 frame 12.75 SILVA Wedges on wire 00 1.07 INTERALP monte rosa 
Mach 3 frame 8.60 Type 7 NL 3.17 Wedges on wireO 1.07 Mackinley 
Andean sac & frame complete 26.90 T ype 3 NL 3.94 Wedges on wire 1 1.07 Cerro To rre 
KARRIMOR T ype 3 5.05 Wedges on wire 2 1.07 Alpamayo 
Pinnacle canvas 7.35 Type 2 NL 5.57 Wedges on wi re 4 1.18 Chouinard / Frost Hickory 
Pinnacle nylon 8 .50 T ype 4/360/6400 6.98 Wedges on wi re 5 1.18 Choulnard / Frost Bamboo 
Tatra 11 .45 Type 4S 8 .15 Wedges on w1re 9 1.36 OTHER AXES 
Chamonix 11.45 Type 1 /360/6400 9.26 Wedges on wi re 11 1.36 SIMONO metallic 720 
Aiguille (new model) 18.55 Type 1S 10.30 CHOUINARD SNOWDON MOULDINGS curver 
Joe Brown extendable canvas 21 .75 T ype 15 T 13.14 Hexcentrics No. 1 

'.ii 
MACCINNES/PECK terro rdactyl 

Joe Brown extendable nylon 22.75 T ype 15 TD 15.58 Hexcentrics No. 2 $TUBA i Manalasco 
Pamir 19.95 Ty pe 15 TD ·CL 16.94 Hexcentrics No. 3 $TUBAi Rupal 
A lpine haul sac 22.90 SUUNTO Hexcentrics No. 4 ::::::%:: $TUBAi Hidden Peak 
Jaguar 1 19.90 Type RA 66 3.56 Hexcentrics No. 5 :,1::<):il:: ICE HAMMERS 
Jaguar 11 28.90 Type RA 69 3.86 Hexcentrics No. 6 ::r,m: INTERALP 
Joe Brown pockets per pair 4.30 Type RA 751 5.12 Hexcentrics No. 7 ,::i::n, Climaxe Chouinard/Frost 
Haston Vallot 21.95 Wayfarer map case .90 Hexcentrics No. 8 Wt Baltoro 
Haston Alpinist 33.75 MAPS Hexcentrics No. 9 CHOU INARD Alp;ne 
Bambino 1 4.55 We stock all the Ordnance Survey Maps of the Hexcentrics No. 10 ::)';;7:1):: OTHER HAMMERS 
Bambino 11 5.65 popu lar walking areas Hexcentrics No. 11 ::2:22:: SI MONO Condor 
Edelweiss 9 .10 GUIDEBOOKS Hexcentrics on wire No.1 :: j:jg': SIMON Condor Glace 
Tacpac 9.95 We endeavour to stock all the Guides that are Hexcentrics on wire No. 2 :}:ll);: SALEWA ice hammer 
Fellman 40 12.55 cu rren tly in print for both Bri ta in and the various Hexcentrics on wire No. 3 :,1;~: Terrordactyl hammer head 
Fellman 60 18.30 Alpine regions We also have many cl1mbmg and Hexcentrics on wire No. 4 :::1::00:: CRAMPONS 
Ski pouch 4.55 exped1t1on books Hexcentrics on wire No. 5 ,:~:i:i$: CLOG adjustable crampons 
Totem frame 8.95 MAGAZINES Stoppers No. 4 .60 SALEWA adjustable crampons 
Totem frame+ padded hip belt 11.25 MOUNTAIN , CLI M BER & RAM BLER. and CRAGS Stoppers No. 5 .60 CHOUINARD rigid crampons 
K2 frame 9.95 KARABINER S Stoppers No. 6 .75 SI MONO makal11 
K2 frame+ padded hip belt 12.45 CLOG Stoppers No. 7 .92 MISCELLANEOUS ICE GEAR 
Euro frame+ padded hip belt 13.20 2.1 00 Kg snap alloy 10mm 1.78 

Stoppers No. 8 1.20 Tubular Ice Screws 
Orienteer + padded hip belt 15.95 2.500 Kg snap alloy 11 mm 1.96 

Stoppers on wi re No. 1.36 CHOU INARD 
Totem 40 pack sac 9.95 Stoppers on wire No. 2 1.36 SALEWA 
Totem 60 pac sac 12.60 

3.500 Kg snapo!loy 13mm 2.4 1 Stoppers on wire No. 2½ 1.36 SIMOND 
Annapurna pac sac 13.25 

2.500 Kg screwgatc alloy 11 mm 2.31 Stoppers on wire No. 3 1.45 Drive In Ice Pegs 
Totem 65 pac sac 14.90 

3,500 Kg screwgate alloy 13mm 2.67 Stoppers on wire No. 3½ 1.45 SALEWA 
Totem senior pac sac - canvas 14.30 

3.500 Kg screwgate steel 1 3mm 2 .41 Stoppers on wire No . 4 1.45 INTERALP/CHOUINARD 
Totem senior pac sac - nyl on 15.60 

CHOUINARD Stoppers on wire No. 4½ 1.70 SNOWDON MOULDINGS 
Totem classique pac sac 18.35 

2,000 Kg snap alloy 2.25 Stoppers on wire No. 5 1.86 SIMOND 
Randonneur 20 .35 

BONAITI Stoppers on wire No. 5½ 1.56 CLOG deadman belay 
Papoose IV 11.95 

2,500 Kg snap alloy 1.75 Stoppers on wire No. 6 1.86 CLOG deadboy belay 
Papoose cape 2.35 SIMOND Tubechock 1 - 6 1.53 Ice axe head cover 
CAMPTRAILS 2.500 Kg snap alloy 2 .30 PITON S Ice axe point protector 
Entree1 5.50 2,500 Kg. screwqat e alloy 2.60 CLOG SJ1d1ng ring and wris t loop 
Entree2 7 .50 SEE BACK PAGE SPECIAL OFFERS King Pins No 1 short thin 1.60 4- piece neoprene crampon straps 
Extreme 29.90 

CHOCKS King Pins No 21ong thin 1.60 12- point crampon protectors 
Moose sac + frame 33.90 CLOG King Pins No 3 short medium 1.60 ROPE 
Timberline sac+ frame 34.90 Cog N o. 1 .70 King Prns No 4 long medium 1.60 VIKING HAWSER LAID ROPE 
Ponderosa sac + frame 44.90 Cog No. 2 .8 1 King Pins No 5 short thick 1.60 11mmx 45m 
Yukon sac+ frame 59 .90 Cog N o. 3 .83 King Pins No 6 long th ick 1.60 11mmx 36m 
TENTS Cog No. 4 .90 King Pins No 7 extra long 1.60 10mm x45m 
ROBERT SAUNDERS Cog No . 5 .97 Offse t eye blade pegs No l .92 10mmx 36m 
Fellp1ne all nylon 47 .50 Cog No. 6 1.05 Offset eye blade pegs No. 2 .92 7mmx90m 
Fellpme with cotton inner 44 .95 Cog No. 7 1.24 Offse t eye blade pegs No 3 .92 MAMMUT DYNAMIC KERNMANTLE 
Base camp 69.50 Cog No. 8 1.40 Angles No 1 1.18 11mmx45m 
Dolomne 59 .50 Cog No . 9 1.65 Angles No 2 1.18 9mmx 90m 
Backpacker S 49.95 Cog No. 10 1.53 Angles No. 3 1.18 MAMMUT DYNAFLEX KERNMANTLE 
Backpacker 2 EXT 58 .50 Cog on w i re N o. 1 1.54 Angles No 4 1.18 11mmx45m 
Backpacker GC2 64.50 Cog on wire No. 2 1.54 Bongs No. 1 1.28 9mmx 90m 

Cog on wire No. 3 1.60 Bongs No. 2 1.45 EDELRID CLASSIC KERNMANTLE 

VANGO FORCE TEN Cog on wire No. 4 1.68 Bongs No 3 1.62 11mmx45m 

Mk 2 C/N iai:t:OO: Cog on ~ire No. 5 1.77 Bongs No 4 1.78 9mmx90m 

Mk 2 LW SUXI: Hexagon No 1 .25 M,cro Peg$ flat .85 INTEAALP KEANMANTLE 

Mk 3 C/N 5it_j;i;i: Hexagon No 2 .3 1 Micro Pegs bent .85 11mmx45m 

Mk3LW i;ili;w Hexagon No 3 .38 Skyhooks straight .98 1 lmmx 50m 

Mk3STD $$~: Hexagon No 4 .46 Skyhooks curved .98 9mmx 90m 

Mk 4 C/N :19'.!;0: Hexagon No 5 .59 CHOUINARD 
9mmx 50m 

Mk4LW :'lsi:.w, Hexagon No 6 .75 Lost arrows 1.15 INTERALP EVEADAY KERNMA NTLE 
Mk4STD :nm Hexagon No 7 .99 Angles 1.35 11 mm x 45m 

Mk 5 C/N :Mc!lO Single hole wedges 2-6 .27 Leepers - all si zes 2.04 1 lmmx 50m 
Mk 5 ST D :9:4.00· Double hole wedges 2A .53 PITON HAMMERS 

9mm/ 90m 
Mk 2 ex1ensIon ,:r,c$i;i Double hole wedges 3A .59 STUBAI 

9mmY 50m 
Mk 3 ex tension :n>.,o Double hole wedges 4A .78 Berghammer 3.35 Price per metre for Kern mantle Rope 
Mk 4 extension :,tt:,Sli Hexagon on wire A 1.18 Heavy hammer 2.75 4mm 
Mk. 5 ex 1ensIon ,lj;s,5i;i Hexagon on wHe B 1.18 5mm 
253 M1crowe1ght :!;~ktO Hexagon on wHe No 1 1.18 CAMPING ACC ESSORIES 6mm 

262 M1crowe1gh t ,$$:00 Hexagon on wire No 2 1.1 8 We stock a full range of lightweight cam ping 7mm 

265 M1crowe1ght :'P.;c!)O Hexagon on wtre No 3 1.18 accessories 8mm 
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16.95 
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2.99 
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3.57 
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.28 

.57 
3.95 

.89 
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18.22 
14.58 
21.00 

47.90 
76.95 

55.90 
89.90 

49.90 
72.90 

29.95 
34.00 
49.95 
28.00 

39.00 
44.00 
59.00 
33.00 

.16 

.24 

.26 

.36 

.41 



9mm .65 Northern Lights 
11mm .90 Soppy for washing Down Bags 
TA PE ( Prices per metre) Vallot 
TROLL Expedition 32oz. filling 
i"' orange .16 ULTIMATE EQUIPMENT 
-i "' orange .22 P3 Dacron Sleeping Bags 
1 "' orange .31 20 Winks cotton 
1 ½" orange .44 20 Winks nylon 
2"' orange .61 30 Winks 
i" blue super tape .28 40 Winks 
1 "blue super tape .45 DOWN CLOTHING 
KARRI MOR MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT 
19mmyellow .15 Redline duvet 
13mm yellow tubular .22 Redline duvet extra large 
INTEAALP Snowline duvet 
25mm white tubular .30 Snowline duvet extra large 
TAPE ACC ESSOR IES AND HARNESS ES Annapurna duvet 
TROLL Stiched Slings Annapurna duvet extra large 
4 ft. x 1" orange 1.00 Dolomite duvet 
8 ft. x 1" orange 1.51 Dolomite duvet extra large 
4 ft. x 5/8" super blue 1.00 Dolomite sweater 
8 ft. x 5/8" super blue 1.46 Down boots 
4 ft. x 1" super blue 1.36 Down breeches 
8 ft. x 1" super blue 1.94 Redl ine pied d' elephant 
Climbers belt 3.14 Freney duvet POINT FIVE 
Chest harness 5.67 Brenva duvet PO INT F IVE 
Wh1llans sit harness 8.59 Bernina duvet PO INT F IVE 
Full body harness 16.20 Vermont jacket PO INT F IVE 
2- piece body harness Down waistcoat PO INT FIVE 
Chest section 2.72 Sooov for washing Down Jackets 
Sit harness section 3.34 SPORT-TREK 
Hangright etriers 1" 3.89 Expedition duvet 
Hangright etriers 1 :f' 4.54 Duvet 
Hangrightetners 2 ... 4.54 Sweater 
1 "etnerw1th metal top spreader rung- Waistcoat (cotton inner) 
3rung 3.24 DACRON CLOTHING 
4 rung 3.89 MOUNTAIN EQU IPMENT 
Hammer holster .70 T orridon vest 
Belay ring for climbers belt .97 Torridon duvet 
ldent1tape per roll .26 Dalesman jacket 
Banda lier gear carrying sling 1.10 POINT F IVE 
Easy riser 1" 3.24 Glenmore jacket 
Easy riser 2,. 3.24 Thermo jacket 
BOOTS T hermo sweater 
Alpine Sports Zermatt 14.00 Hood for Thermo sweater 
Alpine Sports Treviso 23.90 PILE FIBRE CLOTHING 
Alpine $ports Bronzo 28.95 JAV LI N 
Scarpa Sella 23.90 Jacket 
Scarpa Trento 28.90 Jacket with pockets 
Scarpa Monte Rosa 42.90 Super Javlin 
Sesto 33.90 HE L LY HANSEN 
Tofana 43.90 Polar Sweater 
Dolomite Shoe 22.50 Sweater with zip 
CLIMBING BOOTS Polar jacket 
Chardonnet 29.50 Polar jacket longback 
Tecnica Super Guides 29.95 Polar trousers 
Tecnica Major 36.00 Polar one piece su it 
Tecnica Double Boot 49.00 Polar mittens 
Dolomite Super Egger 46.90 Polar mittens wi th nylon covering 
Dolomite Major 69.90 Work mittens 
Asolo Super Cervino 49.00 Polar socks short 
Galibier Peuterey 66.43 Polar socks long 
Galibier Super Guide 58.05 INSU LATA 
Dolomite Super Laverado 58.05 Vest 
Gal ibier Super Pro 63.99 Sweater 
Galibier Makalu Double 91.53 Jacket 
SPECIALIST ROCK BOOTS Socks 
E.B. Friction Boot 14.95 STOCKINGS 
Shoeinard 25.00 Langlauf extra long 
Galibier P.A. Friction Boot 23.75 Raggstockings 
Galibier Yosemite 34.83 Devoid plain grey strech long 
SLEEPING BAGS Red or blue long with loopstich foot 
DAIMOR North wall loopstich 
Cairngorm full-zip 25,ij5::: SOCKS 
Jungfrau 11~;w,: Extra thick loopstich 
Mench :~$,00::: Raggsocks 
Mench full-zip ~:~,: Short Langlauf 
MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT ~~w GAITERS 
Torridon P3 (Synth.l 

ii6:ijf: 
BERGHAUS 

Ptarmigan• Canvas or nylon 
Light1ine $:1:;ie::: KARRIMOR 
Alpen :6B:oo::: Nylon 
Laverado • :ii6:li:ii::: Canvas 
Snowline • :ai:i;~:: Backpacking nylon 
Redline :Ir◄!;?,~:: STUART MADE LEY 
Everest )}f?-3:, Short gaiter 
• available with zip as extra Zipped anklet 
SPORT-TREK @~{ SHIRTS 
Greenlander Helly Hansen 
POINT FIVE Moac 
Snowcap 33.70 
Orion XL 57.00 UNDERWEAR 
Helios 65.00 Lifa Longjohn 
Convertible 55.60 Lita T-shirt 
Sierra 81.00 Hasse Longjohn 

91.00 BALACLAVA HATS 
1.92 BREECHES 

57.00 CRAG HOPPERS 
89.50 Green tweed 

Grey tweed 
Corduroy 

31.05 Molecord 
31.05 Stretch 
39.08 Grey tweed trousers 
47 .87 HARRIS MEYER 

Stretch 

;:i&;!;;i.:: 
MOAC 
Bonneville wool :M,:is:: Whipcord 

:~$:~:: ROHAN 
:'M,U:: Stretch 
:m~t: Halenca sallopetts :$~;~~: Hallenca wool sallopetts 
:4a,?8:: MITTS 
:;<it:>i:s:: DACHSTEIN 
:i!!i;)ii:: Heavyweight wool mitts 
25.50 MILLAR fingerless mitts 
32.28 KARRIMOR 
45.68 Oiled cotton overmitt 
56.00 STUART MADE LEY 
43.30 Nylon overmitt with long 

35.95 sleeve & leather palm 

51.00 Everest mitt 
21.60 WATERPROOF CLOTHING 

1.92 G&H PRODUCTS 
Cagjac 

:6{:oo: Overtrousers 

Azi:,if BERGHAUS 
::29':1'5: Thor jacket 

)ii'.¾: Thor overtrousers 
Tern cagoule 
Chitds casual jacket 

14.78 Childs overtrousers 

24.60 HENR I L LOYD 

38.56 Glencoe jack.et 
Fortress jacket 

39.90 
Glencoe overtrousers 

45.50 
TROLL Overtrousers 

25.90 
JIFFY Fold away cag 

4.95 NATURAL FIBRE WATERPROOFS 
Moac Oiled jacket 
Ven tile jacket 

13.68 Epee cotton jacket 
14.25 Scimitar 60/40 jacket 
28.60 STOVES 

Gaz S. 200 
15.32 Delux Super Bleuet 
16.90 -Cartridge 200 
17.50 Globetrotter 
18.50 -Cartridge 75 
15.05 Single Burner 
31.08 Standard Double Burner 

3.68 Oelux Double Burner 
3.75 Transat Double Burner 
4.60 901 Container & gas 
3.60 904 Container & gas 
5.44 901 Ref;II 

904 Refill 8.50 907 Ref;I I 10.50 
SVEA 123 11.50 
Optimus 77A 4.50 
Optimus 88 

3.50 Optimus99 

1.95 Optimus96L 

2.50 OptimusOOL 

2.95 Optimus 1111B 

2.50 Optimus BR 
Trangia 27 

1.95 Trangia 27K 

1.50 Trangia 25 
LYTHAM 2.95 
Titch 
Tiddler 

5.95 
Tandem 

MISCELLANEOUS ACCESSORIES 
6.90 KARR IMOR 
5.95 Stuff sacs small 
3.95 Stuff sacs Large 

Pack frame shoulder straps per pair 
4.35 Padded hip belts for pack frames 
2.95 Non-padded hip belts for pack frames 

10.35 
50mm waist strap for climbing sacs 
'U' tube to enable pack sacs to be 

7.36 carried without frame 
Cord grips 
Karrimats 34x95 cm {to fit J.B. sacs) 

5.30 Karri mats 45x 145 cm 
4.75 Karrimats 45X185 cm 
5.95 Karrimats 45x95 cm 

2.50 

12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
11.50 
12.50 
12.50 

14.50 

15.90 
12.90 

12.95 
22.18 
30.13 

4.95 
3.65 

2.95 

3.50 
5.99 

11.95 
6.74 

14.95 
6.80 
6.20 
5.50 
3.10 

21.50 
23.65 
13.95 
10.60 
6.95 

22.90 
34.95 
31.90 
29.90 

5.9B 
8.98 

.48 
9.25 

.44 
4.92 

13.25 
18.98 
18.98 
8.58 

12.75 
.90 

1.80 
2.00 

16.68 
13.44 
21.33 
19.87 
16.68 
19.92 
32.34 
19.38 
10.45 
13.10 
12.75 

4.95 
5.95 

10.95 

2.10 
2.90 
1.85 
3.45 
2.15 

.85 

.50 

.18 
1.40 
3.30 
4.75 
2.50 

Polythene survival bags 90x180 cm 
Polythene survival bags 120x240 cm 
Sac liner 
TROLL 
Stuff sac small 
Stuff sac medium 
Stuff sac large 
OTHERS 
Tent patch kit 
Achil Headlamp 
Pifco 3 cell headlamp 
Hydrolan boot waterproofer per tin 
Nixwax per tin 
Wetproot per tin 
Boot laces per pair 
Sportsmans blanket 
½L. Aluminium bottle 

~~a,!'l:~t~7\~~~le 
Whistle 
Glacier cream non-greasy 
Glacier cream tor lips 
Glacier cream greasy, high altitude 
First aid kit in plastic box 
St. John's Ambulance first aid kit 
Knives we have a fine selection of 
Swiss Army knives 
We stock ranges of dried foods by:
Springlow 
Batchelors 
Raven 

.59 
1.10 
.15 

1.34 
1.54 
1.88 

.88 
4.40 
3.38 

.60 

.35 

.18 

.40 
5.25 
2.65 
3.20 
7.80 

.20 

.16 

.14 

.19 
2.17 
1.95 

IPECIAL OFFIii I 
''ROCKMAN" I • ''ICEMAN" 

Chouinard Hexcentrics 
The world's most popular nuts 
Pnces slashed on current stocks 

No I 3 6 7 8 9 
Loose - 50p 60p 70p 80p 90p 90p £1 
On Wife £1 £! £1 £115 £130 -

Just arrived! 
Hexcentncs No.10 1.15 No ll 1 .30 (loose) 

'Stoppers' by Simond 
S1mond are now producmg stoppers to the same 
design as Chouinard. They are equivalent quality 
but much more reasonably pnced 

No. I 3 6 8 
Loose - 60p 60p 90p 90p 
On Wife 90p 90p 90p £120 £120 £! 20£120-

Karabiners 
Bonaiti 2500 Kg L1ghrwe1ght alloy 
Normal pnce: £1 ?Sp each 
4 for only £500 
25 for only £29 00 

E.B.'s 
£1495 

Rope 
A direct bulk pwchase make these the lowest 
P.;nces m Bntam, UlAA approved 
11mm x 45mm (150!1) £29 95 
9mm x 90mm (300ft) £49 95 

Asolo 
Supercervmo £49.00 
Unbeatable value A!pme chmbmg boot. Fully 
stiffened, vibram sole. Full gram galuser leather. 
Norwegian shtching, soft ankle cuff 

Stop Press!!! 
We now have a manufacturer makmg top quality 
down sleeping bags and duvets Come m and see 
our new range at y_g_ry comP.ellllve P.nces 

"Something for everyone" 
at ALPINE SPORTS 

Crampon Protectors SOp 
lnteralp Baltoro Hammer 7 .95 

Chouinard Alpine Hammers 
Curved pick, metal shaft and new rubber gnp Qn]y 
£8 95 + 75p P + P 

Interalp Monte Rosa Ice Axes 
A!pme Axe Ash shaft only £10 95 

Choumard/lnteralp 'Warthog' dnve-in ice screw 
£3 SO+ a large selecllon of high quahrt ice axes from 
S1mond/ Jnteralp /Peck 
INTERALP T\Jbular Ice Screws 
20cm 25cm 30cm £3.95 

See our pnces on Mountai n Equipment duvets and 
sleeping bags! Buy now before down pnce goes up 
agam (Estimated at SO-- · shortly!! 

Axes. Buy now at old prices while stocks last. 

WALKERS .AND CAMPERS 

60140 Ulumate Kestrel Jackets £19 95 
Trev1so Walking Boots 23.90 
Zermatt Walk mg Boots £14 00 

Bergans Sacs 
20 off 1976 prices 
Viking Standard £18 36 
V1kmg Super £2019 

VangoTents 
We have a large stock of pre-pnce increase tents 
Ring our Holborn shop(Ol-405 7541) for details 

See our wide range of lightweight backpacking 
tents from Ul11mate1Saunders/Walker/FJallraven 

We will also carry a range of family frame tents and 
general camping equipment from easter. 

5 



6 

dual purpose 
jacket 

An outstanding well styled mountain jacket -
hardwearing for climbing and smart for casual 
wear. 

• Manufactured in cotton with a double thickness 
over the shoulders enclosing a proofed nylon 
panel for improved weather resistance. 

• Two waist pockets fastened by press studs. 

• Two chest pockets fastened with velcro for 
easy access. 

• Front zipped closure of the jacket is covered 
by a press stud fastened flap which extends 
to the chin for greater protection. 

• Nylon hood with drawcord folds into the up
right collar which is velcro closed. 

• Reinforced elbows. 

• Adjustable press stud closure at wrist. 

Material : Cotton . Colours : Royal , Red, Orange . 
Sizes: 38" - 46" 

Further details consult: 

B8R6HJIUS 
34 Dean St. Newcastle upon Tyne 

Telephone Newcastle 23561 

I I 

THE GEAR A HELLUVA LOT OF 
CLIMBERS WEAR 

JB Shirt 
Famous shirts of warm Welsh 
Flannel .. .. very generously 
cut. Available in bold checks. 

Red/Black; Blue/Black; 
Red/Blue/Green 

Joe Brown 
Stretch Breeches 
Made in high quality elasticated 
material. Navy Only. Double 
seat: 

EB Rock Boot 
All sizes always in stock . 
Be sure to quote either French 
or American foot size. 

Prompt Mail Order Service 

Menai Hall, LLANBERIS, 
Gwynedd. Tel.Llanberis 327 
Also at CAPEL CURIG Tel.205 

QUALITY 
MOUNTAINEERING 
ON THE 
BEACH 



PACKING .. 
Made easy with a 

TAMARAK from HINE/ 
SNOWBRIDGE Designed 
for multipurpose usage, 

the TAMARAK is equally at 
home flying to Europe 
as it is backpacking 

through our North 
American Wilderness . 
TAMARAK is only one 

of 17 pack models 
designed and built by 
people who use lhem. 

For a free catalog 
detailing all the models, 

dealer list and mail 
order information write: 

HINE/ SNOWBRIDGE 
Box 4059 GT [}{] □ 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 D l"n) {c) 
U.S.A. UUu;B 

SNOWBRIDGE 

Pack~rcialisls 

Jumar 
Ascenders. 
REI, main U.S. agent for Jumar Ascenders, is 
now inviting dealer inquiries. 
These Swiss rope climbing devices grip ropes 
from¼" to½" in diameter. Strong and durable, 
they are quicker and more efficient to use than a 
prussik knot. They allow a climber to ascend and 
descend a fixed rope with equal ease. 

Right and left hand ascenders weight 7 oz. each. 
A pair weighs 14 oz. 

Replacement parts also available. 

For complete details, write REI, P.O. Box 22090, 
Seattle, WA 98122 ~ Attn: Dept. M-CJ 

El 
CD•Cp 

RECREATIONAL EQUIPfv1ENT, INC. 
Seattle , Portland , Berkeley • Los Angeles 

·· rhe Original Outdoor Co-op-Est. 1938'' 
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CAGJACS 
CAGOULES 
JACKETS 
OVERTROUSERS 

Brochures showing our range are 
free on request. Please send S.A.£. 

G & H Products 
Blackburn R ad, Birstall, 
Batley,W.Yorks, Englan . 

YAKPAK makes all 
TM 

the difference. 
A deeply contoured 

frameless sack that doesn't 
spli nt your back, wi th the 
most advanced suspension 
in the world, together pro
duce balance and freedom 
of movement unprece
dented by other packs. 

On technical rock or 
ice, or extended jumar 
pitches, a YAKPAK makes 
all the difference in the 
world . For the fi rst time in 
your experience your pack 
rides comfortably and 
doesn't fight your every 
move. You'll never go back 
to the packs you used in 
the past . 

Six models to choose 
from . Zip bivouac exten
sions available. 

Our catalog is free in 
North America . _ Else
where, $1 US (refunded at 
purchase) . 

The Yak Works 
U.S.A. 

P.O. Box 70256-B, Seattle, WA 98107 

.. " . Waterproof Shell Clottiing 
made from Bri-Nylon, , 

coated with Polywethane and Silic 
) , 

. .. and all other aspects of 
mountaineering contact the 
specialists. 
Credit facilities are also now 
available. 

Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET, 

-- NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Tel: 23561 
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for ::3I different ice-climbing style 

CERRO TOI.RE all metal ice axe 

ALPAMAYO 

FIBERGLASS G.F.K 

Warld'e 

Cheapeat 

metal ice axe 

Alpine 
hammer 

Chromoly steel 

TITANIUM 

Brento 

Super Riesistant 

titanium 

alloy 

Geologisl's 

'?0'' 11f r Ice screw 
pitons 

,a 
Lavaredo 

~ 
lnteralp standard lnteralp screw gate 

-ID~l!raLP CAl¥P 
WORLD'S GREATEST CLIMBING EGlUIPMENT 

CHOUINARD Axe 
Available from ASH 

Hickory 
@ Bamboo 

Bong-Bong 

~rw 
Soft steel ring "' 

Pitons I 

Pandolfo Anatomic 
front 

ASK YOUR DEALER for new Super 

CERRO TORRE UIAA (approved) DISTRIBUTION FOR UK: ULTIMATE ECilUIPMENT LTO. 
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PATAGONIA 

Cerro Stanhardt climbed 
by Whittle and Hall 
This year's Patagonian season, 
interrupted as ever by storms and 
high winds, has seen a growing 
trend towards rapid alpine-style 
climbs by small teams. Most of 
the climbs achieved were either 
small or well-known. However, 
major ascents were made on the 
West Faces of Poincenot and 
Cerro Torre, with Americans 
John Bragg and Jay Wilson 
achieving the notable coup of 
reaching the summit of Cerro 
Torre just one year after their 
Torre Egger ascent. In addition, 
Cerro Stanhardt, the last impor-

Fitzroy Group 
Over the past few months, Fitz
roy has been climbed three 
times. In December, Swiss 
climbers Ruedi Hornberger, Rene 
Major, Paul M uggli and Jean 
Troillet made an ascent and des
cent of the American Route in 
four days, and the route was 
climbed again in February by 
Dave Cheesmond and Adrian 
and Alan Burgess. The Super 
Couloir was climbed in late 
January by Jean Afanassief and 
Mike Weiss, in a single nineteen
hour push, with a further eleven 
hours for the descent. South 
African climbers Dave Chees
mond and Phil Dawson also 
climbed most of the couloir be
fore bad weather forced a retreat. 
An attempt was made on the 
7000ft. West Face by Alan 
Rouse and Rab Carrington. They 
climbed about 5000ft. in two 
days; the second half involving 
difficult free and aid climbing . 
However, fearing the problems 
of retreat in the event of bad 
weather, they called off their 
attempt at this point. 
Rouse and Carrington also 
climbed a new route on the 
West Face of Aig. Poincenot, via 
a line following the obvious left 
to right slanting ramp. The climb 
was completed in fifteen hours, 
and about the same time was 
taken in descent. 
A new route was established on 
Mojon Rojo, the last pinnacle at 
the end of the Poincenot/ St. 
Exupery chain, by an Australian / 
American group consisting of 
Bob Staszewski and Jim Brid 
well supported by Bob Killip 
and John Nitschke. The same 
party also made the first ascent 
of the 2000ft. South-East Pillar 
of El Macho - the eastern 
satellite of Cerro Torre . This 
climb was completed by Stas
zewski and Bridwell on February 
28 and was graded 6. 
The West Face of Cerro Torre 
received its second ascent from 
John Bragg, Jay Wilson and 
Dave Carman. They followed 

tant unclimbed peak in the area, 
received its first ascent. Nine 
climbers reached the summit of 
Fitzroy, using either the Super 
Couloir or the American Route 
for their ascents. The season had 
a particularly international fla
vour with climbers from Switzer
land, Italy, France, South Africa, 
Australia, the United States and 
United Kingdom all involved. 
The Fitzroy area is now being 
treated as an alpine resort rather 
than an expedition area, and the 
spasmodic weather pattern is 
likely to encourage this trend . 

the same route as the 197 4 
Italian expedition, climbing it in 
semi-alpine-style. They gained 
The Helmet in one day from 
the ice-cap, and established a 
camp. From here, another 
day"s energetic climbing brought 
them close to the summit, 
where they bivouacked. They 
completed the ascent the 
following day. In December, a 
large Italian expedition attempt
ed the unclimbed East Face of 
Torre Egger, but the attempt 
failed fairly low down. 
On March 8, after one abortive 
attempt, John Whittle and Brian 
Hall made the first ascent of the 
last remaining major unclimbed 
peak in the area - Cerro Stan
hardt. On their first attempt, they 
took a route following the ob
vious ramps that cross the East 
Face, and reached a shoulder 
overlooking the Egger/Stan
hardt Couloir. They were then 
forced to retreat by the onset of 
bad weather, but they later re
turned, regained their high
point and bivouacked, and the 
following day climbed the re
maining 1,000ft. headwall to 

Above: John Bragg, who with 
Jay Wilson , climbed Torre Egger 
and Cerro Torre in successive 
seasons. Photo: Leo Dickinson 

reach the summit. The climbing 
on this final section was mainly 
steep, ice-encrusted rock, simi
lar to that encountered by Bragg, 
Donini and Wilson during their 
ascent of Torre Egger last year. 
Alan Rouse and Rab Carrington 
made ascents of three smaller 
peaks at the head of the valley 
north ot Cerro Stanhardt. These 
were Cuatro Dedos, a rock 
spire just north of the Bifida; 
the Gran Genderme de Pallone, a 
small rock peak a little further to 
the north; and a peak just to the 
east of Cerro Rincon, which was 
climbed by a mixed route. 
Carrington and Rouse also 
climbed Marconi Norte, at the 
northern end of the Cordon Mar
coni, and made the second 
ascent of the South-East Ridge 
of the Aig. Guillamet just to the 
north of Fitzroy. This mountain 
was also climbed by its North
East Ridge (also a second ascent) 
by Brian Hall and John Whittle. 
Finally our notes on the first as
cent of Fitzroy"s East Pillar 
(Mountain 49) lacked the name 
of Ferrari's partner on the final 
push. This was Vittorio Meles. 

South Patagonian Ice-Cap 
On February 2, 1976, an Argen
tinian party, consisting of Guil
lermo Vieiro, Hector Cuinas and 
Jorge Scvarka, made the first as
cent of Cerro Moyano. This peak 
is in a mountain chain that runs 
down the eastern side of the ice
cap. It is situated south of Lago 
Viedma and was the last main 
unclimbed peak in the chain. 
Paine Group 
On December 7, Dave Chees
mond and Phil Dawson made 
the first ascent of The Mummer 
(c. 7,000ft.). They took a route 
up the South -West Face, basing 
it on the line attempted by Dave 
Nicol, George Homer, Keith 
Nannery and Jeff Morgan in 
1975. The difficulties were des
cribed as 5 sup., A3, and the 
climb involved twenty pitches. 
Cheesmond reports: " We were 
surprised to find a number of 
bolts on the approach slabs, and 
on the first three pitches and 
stances. We found it possible to 
bypass these fairly easily, as 
most were adjacent to good peg 
and nut cracks. In our opinion, 
they were totally unnecessary. 
We neither possessed nor needed 
a bolt kit, and we felt it unjusti
fied to carry one on such a fine 
line on a relatively small peak. 
The purpose of this comment is 
not to criticize the 1975 party, 
but merely to let climbers who 
may repeat the route know that 
we were not responsible." 
In February, a British expedition 
led by Keith Myhill failed in an 
attempt on the South-East Face 
of The Fortress. 
Correspondents: Cheesmond, 
Whittle, Rouse, Cuinas. 
Staszewski and Hamberger 

Below: The West Faces of Fitz
roy and Aig. Poincenot. The new 
Rouse/ Carrington route on 
Poincenot follows the obvious 
sunlit ramp and the headwall to 
the top . Photo: Ben Campbel/
Kelly 
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Queensland 
On Frog Buttress, perhaps the 
most interesting event has been 
the first free ascent of Lead 
Lined Lethario (23), by Nie 
Taylor, Bob Staszewski and 
Rick White. This is certainly one 
of the hardest climbs on the 
crag. Another new route of note 
was Wild One (22), led by 
Staszewski (unseconded) and 
soon repeated by Rick Mc
Gregor and Rick White. In 
addition, repeats were made of 
two of Henry Barber's test
pieces, Cock Corner (23) and In
somnia (23) - the first being 
climbed by Taylor, White, Stas
zewski and John Hattinck, and 
the second by Taylor and White. 
On Toad Buttress, a new route 
called Shady Past (22), led 
recently by Nie Taylor with 
Staszewski and Hattinck, was 
repeated by Rick McGregor. 
Both Taylor and McGregor had 
falls before they succeeded. 
Of broader appeal was 
Staszewski's and Hattinck's 
surprising addition to the 
Waterfall Wall of Mt. Maroon. 
Taking an unlikely looking line, 
40ft. left of the waterfall, they 
established Jug City (16), a 
superb 600ft. route that seems 
certain to become popular. 
New South Wales 
Exploration has been strong in 
the Northern Tablelands region, 
where Bob Killip led Gnome 
Tree (20) and Shady Lady (19), 
on Yellow Wall in Gara Gorge 
near Armidale. 
Further afield, Dick Curtis finally 
freed Lucifer (21) on the short 
basalt bluffs at Ebor. The route 
had previously been aided in 
sections by both Killip and Bob 
Staszewski. 
Mt. Kaputar, in the west, offers 
great potential and excellent 
Warrumbungles-type rock. With 
Americans Jim Grellis and Bob 
Rugo, Curtis has put up some 
fine routes here, of which the 
best is Tigger (20). This starts by 
skirting a roof problem, followed 
by a crux entailing 60ft: of 
sustained finger-jamming to 
gain the top. 
At Zig-Zag, an excellent new 
route, Catch the Wind (22), was 
put up recently by Chris Peisker 
and Coral Bowman. The route, 
which follows a colourful series 
of diagonal sweeping roofs on 
the northern section of Zig-Zag, 
was soon repeated by Rick 
McGregor and Matthew 
Dunstan, who confirmed its 
quality. 
Peisker's difficult route, Phallus 
(22), at Mt. Blackheath, has 
been repeated by Roark Muhlen 
and Tony Nemec. 
A.C.T. 
On Booroomba's North Buttress, 
Rick McGregor has put up 
Space Waltz (22), a very daring 
lead between Outer Limit and 
Jubilate. 
On Balance, Roark Muhlen and 
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Len Gillman have added a new 
route called Stele-Breze (20) to 
the left of the slabs. 
Victoria 
A surge of development at Mt. 
Buffalo has already rendered the 
new guidebook obsolete, with 
more aid eliminations, new 
routes and repeats of nearly all 
the hard routes. 
On the south side of the gorge, 
Chris Peisker, Nie Taylor and 
Coral Bowman have put up 
Commander Cody (21 ). 
Kevin Lindorff, with Mike Law 
and Ken Rosebury, added a thin 
slab climb, Goat Island (20), to 
the left of Isotope. With his 
brother, Peter, Lindorff then 
teamed up with Rosebury to 
make the first free ascent of 
Status Quo (21 ), before going 
on to make the first free ascent 
of Fallen Angel (20; formerly 
17, M4) with Matt Taylor. Glenn 
Tempest made the first free as
cent of The Establishment (22), 
and Peisker and Taylor made the 
first free ascent of Agrippa (23). 
The highlight of the season was 
Peisker and Taylor's new route, 
Hard Rain (22, one pendulum), 
which climbs the discontinuous 
flakes between Status Quo and 
The Establishment. The route 
was first led with aid on the 
first pitch. On the second ascent, 
Rick McGregor eliminated all 
but one point, and that was 
removed on the third ascent by 
Greg Child. The pendulum is on 
the second of the four pitches, 
which are graded 22, 21, 20 
and 18 respectively. The route is 
thought to be one of the best in 
Victoria. 
On the North Wall of the Gorge, 
Matt Taylor and Chris Baxter 
made the first ascent of Cardinal 
(18, M5), taking four falls. Lin
dorff, Taylor and Giles Bradbury 
removed the aid from Fuhrer 
Eliminate (21 ), after top-roped 
cleaning, and Tempest led the 
first free ascent of Fuhrer Direct 
(21 ). 
Ozymandias (M8) was climbed 
hammerless by Rick White 
(with ground bivouacs and 
various seconds). This brings 
the total of North Wall routes 
that have received hammerless 
ascents to six. 
There has been considerable 
activity in the Central 
Grampians, linked with the 
publication of the guidebook. 
On Eastern Wall, Greg Child, 
Chris Peisker and Coral Bowman 
climbed the outstanding line on 
the cliff, The Adolf Hitler 
Memorial Buttress (22). 
There have been important 
developments on Mt. Rosea. 
Child and Chris Baxter added 
Desperado (21 ), which takes in 
sections of the old aid route, 
Solitude. The crux pitch of The 
Last Act was climbed free by 
Peisker and Child, but aid still 
remains on the third pitch. 
However, the most active 

climber hereabouts was Tim 
Beaman. Climbing mainly with 
Roland Pauligk, he added a fine 
series of new routes, including 
Burning Delight (20), Cream 
(20) and Call of the Wild (21 ). 
Elsewhere in the Grampians, 
Beaman led the first free ascent 
of Cheyenne (21) on Redman's 
Bluff, and Peisker, accompanied 
by U.K. climber Graham Everett, 
made the first free ascent of 
Mongrel (21) on the Fourth 
Dial. 
Various climbs on Liomin 
Castle, reported in Mountain 
52, have been gathering 
reputations after repeat ascents. 
Of particular note are Flights of 
Fancy (20) and Cruel Sister 
(20) , which were climbed by 
Mike Stone and Chris Baxter. 
The summer heat quietened 
activity at Mt. Arapiles. The only 
ascent of note was Peisker's 
repeat of Birdman of Alcatraz, 
using a resting sling. The climb 
was graded 21 by Kevin 
Lindorff, who freed it, but 
Peisker reports it to be 
"sustained 23". Lindorff's 
second now claims that a sling 
was used for resting during the 
"first free ascent", but was not 
declared, but Lindorff says he 
didn't actually use it to rest. 
Tasmania 
Kevin Lindorff and Ken Rosebury 
removed a vast amount of aid 
from Bismarck (21 ), on The 
Organ Pipes, to make the first 
free ascent. 
The Main Wall at Coles Bay 
received constant attention 
during the early Christmas 
period. Stud City (19, M1) is a 
prominent three-pitch route 
through two big overlaps, 
involving a tension traverse 

CANADA 

New route for 
Lotus Tower 
Logan Mountains 
Bill Putnam and Dave Loeks 
established a new route on 
Lotus Flower Tower. It takes a 
direct line up good rock on the 
prominent buttress to the left of 
the pillar taken by the now 
classic McCarthy/Frost/Bill 
Route, and provides an excellent 
5.9, A3 climb, seventy per cent 
of which is free. 
The pair also attempted the 
South-East Face of Parrot's 
Beak Peak, and climbed three
quarters of the face before a 
40ft. fall and rotten rock 
induced a retreat. The climbers 
were very critical of the litter 
left by last year's Swiss visitors 
(see Mountain 50): "We 

near half-height, as well as a 
few linked aids in the top pitch. 
Tim Beaman led most of the 
route, with Roark Muhlen and 
Bryan Kennedy. Lindorff and 
Rosebury produced Full Sail 
(20), which is probably the 
hardest of the bay's routes. 
Another climb of interest was 
Cosmic City Flameout (19), by 
Kennedy and Phil Cullen. 
Finally, a new area is developing 
at the left end of the Hazards. 
In Northern Tasmania there are 
now forty routes on Ben Lomond. 
The big cliffs in the West and 
South-West continue to be 
ignored, but a direct finish (18) 
was added to the 1,600ft. North
West Face of Federation Peak. 
Corrections 
Our Australian news item in 
Mountain 52 contained several 
errors. On Arapiles, Straw Dogs, 
Starless and Bible Black and 
Hellspite were the work of Greg 
Child and Andrew Thomson, 
and White Heat was put up by 
Child. Our report gave the 
impression that Kevin Lindorff 
had put up all these routes. 
Flashpoint in the Wolgan Valley 
was climbed by Peisker and 
Child before McGregor made 
his ascent, and Nie Taylor made 
the first free ascent of Still 
Crazy after all these Years (Frog 
Buttress), not the first ascent as 
stated. 
Kama Sutra, originally graded 
22, is now regraded as at least 
23. 
Our correspondents, Chris 
Baxter and John Friend, were in 
no way responsible for these 
errors, and we apologise to all 
concerned. 
Correspondents: Staszewski, 
Friend and Baxter 

carried out a full haul bag of 
their discarded garbage," said 
Loe ks. In this regard it is 
becoming increasingly apparent 
that European climbers, particu 
larly Italians, are notoriously 
negligent in clearing up after 
their expeditions. 
Canadian Rockies 
In February 1976, hard ice 
climbs were made on the 
Louise Falls and The Weeping 
Wall, by Dave Wright and Greg 
Davis. Louise Falls, near the 
Chateau at Lake Louise, gave a 
400ft. route, with a 75ft. vertical 
curtain covering the mouth of 
a cave. On The Weeping Wall 
(lower section only) they fol
lowed the McKeith Route. This 
was originally made in three days 
with aid from etriers hung from 
terrordactyls, but Wright and 
Davis managed to climb the 
route free in six hours. 
Correspondents: Loeks and 
Davis 



ALASKA/YUKON 

Mt. Huntington (12,240ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) A party 
consisting of Cindy Jones, Bob 
Newman, Ed Newville, Todd 
Rentchler and Roger Robinson 
made the second ascent of the 
North-West Ridge on May 8, 
1976. This was the route taken 
by the French when they made 
the first ascent of the mountain 
in 1964, but the American party 
chose a different approach, 
starting further up the West Ruth 
Glacier and reaching the ridge, at 
its lowest point, by a steep 
1,900ft. ice face. This approach, 
though technically harder and 
rather longer, was considered 
much safer than that taken by 
the French. Thereafter, the 
climbers followed the ridge, 
rejoined the French Route and 
followed it to the summit. The 
climb, which took just under a 
month, is described in an article 
with fine photographs in the 
February issue of Summit. 
Kitchatna Spires 
(Alaska Range) Our news item 
in Mountain 51 failed to 
emphasize the importance of 
the East Buttress of Citadel. The 
climb was made last July by 
Andrew Embick, Mike Graber, 

THE ALPS 

Dave Black and Al Long, and 
involved thirty-three pitches, 
some as hard as 5.9, A3. The 
route took six days of virtually 
non-stop climbing. Embick 
comments: 'The East Buttress 
should be given greater 
prominence than our Middle 
Triple Peak ascent. Dave 
Roberts had predicted in 1968 
that it would be one of the finest 
climbs in North America - it 
was!" Embick has also asked us 
to correct the impression that 
there was rivalry between his 
party and the Porter/McClean 
team, for the big route on 
Middle Triple Peak: no such 
rivalry existed. 
Peak (10,930ft.) 
(Chugach Range) A five-strong 
party, consisting of Haven 
Holsapple, Margaret Spaulding, 
Mike Janusz, Brian Magee and 
Ron Storer, made the first ascent 
of the West Ridge of this 
unnamed peak (location: T16N, 
R12E, Sec.2) on July 6, 1967. 
The climb, which was slowed by 
severe storms and a proble
matic ice-fall, took twenty-eight 
days to complete. 
Correspondents: Embick and 
Holsapple 

Piz Badile's f orgotton face 
overdue for revival 
BREGAGLIA 

Piz Badile: N. W. Face 
As yet unreported is Bob Shaw's 
and Alan Kimber's ascent of the 
little known Castiglioni/Bramani 
Route. Previous accounts of 
this climb had mentioned a tor
tuous glacier approach and 
stonefall danger, but Shaw and 
Kimber experienced neither of 
these problems. They climbed 
the route in a day, finding that it 
offered sustained grade 5 climb
ing, with two pitches of 6, and 
hardly any route-finding 
difficulties. 
Shaw reports that a 1974 route, 
put up by Bruno de Angeli and 
party, and taking a direct line up 
the face to finish up an impres
sive diedre, also looks spectacu
lar and worthwhile. 
Last summer, a party consisting 
of Francesco Bottini, Guido and 
Jacopo Merizzi, Giuseppe 
Miotti and G.iovanni Pirana 
climbed the Pilastro de/la Goccia, 
lower on the face. This gave 
them a sustained, 2,000ft, grade 
6, A1 route (via Chiara), which 
joins the North Ridge some 
1,000ft. below the summit. 
These three routes, together with 
the obvious future possibilites, 
now make climbing on the 
North-West Face (working from 
the Sasc Fur ii Hut) every bit as 
worthwhile as that on the over-

crowded North-East Face. 
Piz Cengalo: S. E. Face 
A new route (1,600ft., grade 5 
sup.) has been added to this 
face, which overlooks the south
erly approaches to the Col di 
Gemelli. The climb was made by 
the brothers Ermanno and Franco 
Gugiatti. 
Other Bregaglia Routes 
In December, 1974, the Bonatti 
Route on the Punta St. Anna 
was climbed for the first time 
in winter by Arturo and Guido 
Giovanoli. The same pair also 
made the first winter ascent of 
the North-West (Flatiron) Ridge 
of Piz Gemelli, over the New Year 
period in 1976. In the summer 
of 1975, Czechoslovak climbers 
Igor Koller and Andrej Belica 
added a very difficult grade 6, 
A3 route to the West Face of 
Sciara di Fuori. The exact line of 
the route is not known. 
In the 1975/76 winter, first win
ter ascents were made of the 
Boga Route on Punta Allievi (the 
Gugiatti brothers), and the Bra
mani Route on Punta Rasica 
(Giuseppe Miotti and Carlo 
Pedroni). 
Summer climbing last year fea
tured a number of interesting 
first solo ascents, including the 
Gervasutti Ridge on Punta 
Allievi (Ermanno Gugiatti), the 
Parravicini Route on Cima di 

EAST AFRICA 

Mount Kenya (17,058ft.) 
Unusually fierce rains this year 
resulted in a generally poor 
season. lain Allan and Mark 
Savage made an early-season 
ascent of the West Face (grade 
5), finding the ice in poor 
condition and the summit rock 
wall (where most parties 
encounter difficulties) surpris
ingly straightforward. 
Ian Howell and Savage were 
able to work out a fresh line up 
an ice couloir on Point Pigott 
(16,265ft), which they felt was 
grade 5. 
But perhaps the hardest climb
ing done on Mount Kenya this 
last season took place on the 
unclimbed South-West Face of 
Point John (16,020ft.). This 
sheer 1,200ft. wall, which 
overlooks the Teleki Valley, 
has been considered quite a 
prize amongst climbers for 
several years. Howell and Allan 
spent a considerable time 
working out the initial over
hanging section, much of which 
was sustained A3. Unfortu
nately, the onslaught of the rains 
denied them a chance of a 
summit push at a stage where it 
was a definite possibility. 

Hell's Gate Gorge 
Ian Howell and lain Allan have 
been the dominant figures in this 
area recently. On the Main Wall 
they were responsible for Merlin 
(HVS, A2) and First Aid (HVS, 
A 1). Their biggest achievement, 
however, was another fine line 
up the steep central section of 
the wall. Poseidon gave over 
500ft. of good VS/HVS 
climbing, with one aid pitch of 
A 1. The climb involved intricate 
route-finding and a mind-blow
ing finish. 
Also on the Main Wall, Allan and 
Dave MacMullan put up The 
Magic Beanstalk (VS, A 1). 
Finally, worthy of note on the 
Entrance Wall is Medicine Man 
(HVS), by Allan and Howell. 
There has been a healthy rise in 
free climbing standards recently, 
with some notable aid elimina
tions. Most impressive was the 
freeing of the first pitch of 
Vertigo on the Main Wall, by 
Allan. The route is now XS. 
Equally important was the 
elimination of all the aid on the 
first pitch of Juggernaut (XS), 
by Robin Harper. 
Correspondent: lain Allan 

>. ...a.c~ 
Above: The North-West Face of Piz Badile. 1. The North Ridge 
(1923), 2. Boffini/Merizzi/Miotti/Pirana Route (1976), 3. de Angeli 
and party (1974), 4. Castigioni/Bramani (1937). Photo: Franz 
Thorbecke 

Zocca (Giuseppe Miotti), the 
Bramani Route on Punta Rasica 
(Lorenzo Nazani) and the South 
Ridge of Quota 2951 (Ivan 
Guerini). 
Another noteworthy event was 

the fifth ascent of the "wonder
ful" Taldo/Nusdeo Route (Grade 
6 sup.) on the East Face of Picco 
Luigi Amedeo, by Francesco 
Bottini and Jacopo Merizzi, both 
seventeen years old. 
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MT. BLANC GROUP 

Aig. du Blatiere: West Face 
Igor Koller and Jaryk Stejskal 
made the second ascent of the 
Galbraith/ McKeith Route on 
July 29/ 30, 1976. 
Bee d'Oiseau: East Face 
A new and completely free TD 
sup. route was established on 
this face on July 6. The climb is 
above the Envers des Aiguilles 
Hut on this northern satellite of 
the Grepon. It was established 
by Jerome Jean Charles and 
Bruno Chretien and was 
repeated in the following month 
by Bernard Pegourie and Jean 
Bernard Winckler. 
Aig. des Grandes Charmoz 
Dominique Marchal made two 
second ascents on the West 
Face last summer. On June 19 
he soloed the Coqueugniot/ 

BRITISH ISLES 

Dineur Route and on August 20, 
with Alain Hans, he repeated the 
Carpentier Route. 
The third solo ascent of the 
Welzenbach / Merkl Route on 
the North Face was made on 
July 17/ 18, 1976 by Coreen 
Jaenwonn Yu. 
Petit Dru: North Face 
Claude Beghin and Xavier 
Fargeas made the third ascent 
of the Lesueur Route last 
summer, taking a finish up the 
final steep section of the North
East Couloir. 
Les Droites: North Face 
Swiss climbers Josef Gwerder, 
Hans Nievergelt, Karl Schuler 
and Franz Zurcher made a three
day ascent of the Cornuau/ 
Davaille Route in early March. 
Aig. du Triolet/ Mt. Dolent 
The first traverse of the ridge 

Braithwaite and McHardy 
solo Orion Face and Pumpkin 
SCOTLAND 
Strone Ulladale 
A new route has been added to 
the North-West Face by Paul 
Lloyd and Terry King. Knuckle
head (550ft., A4) uses the start 
of The Scoop, then moves right 
and takes a direct line up the 
cliff between The Scoop and 
The Nose, before rejoining The 
Scoop just above the final over
hang. There are two short A4 
sections and two bolts were 
used. 
Glencoe Area 
This winter, Georgie Skelton and 
Ian Duckworth made the first 
ascent of a "beautiful 400ft. ice
fall" on Ben Udlaidh, above 
Glen Orchy. The climb, which 
was graded 4, involved a 120ft. 
final pitch on steep ice with no 
protection. 
Ben Nevis 
The past season was marked by 
two noteworthy events : Paul 
Braithwaite made a solo ascent 
of Orion Face Direct, and The 
Curtain received a record eleven 
ascents in one day. 
Two previously unrecorded 
ascents are also worthy of note. 
In 1974, John Barry and Dave 
Nicholls climbed a steep, 200ft. 
ice wall, one hundred yards left 
of Number 2 Gully, and in 1975 
Barry and Bill Newton made an 
unroped second ascent of 
Indicator Wall. 
Creag Meaghaidh Area 
A fine winter climb achieved 
here was Richard McHardy's 
solo ascent of The Pumpkin. We 
must also correct an error made 
in our Mountain 50 notes; 
Foxtrot, in Loch Roy Caire, was 
led by Dave Nottidge, not Roy 
Nash (indeed, there is apparently 
no climber of this name). 
Cairngorms 
In early February, Bill March and 
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Dave Alcock climbed Cascade, 
a short steep ice wall between 
Stag Rocks and Hell's Lum Crag. 
The climb involved a single 
pitch of steep, thin ice, which 
was difficult to protect (see cover 
photo on Mountain 54). The 
climb was repeated a month 
later by Paul Lloyd and Terry 
King . 
On the flanks of Sron na Lairige, 
in the Lairig Ghru, Bob Barton 
and Keith Geddes made the first 
ascent of a 600ft. grade 3 route, 
called Gormless. 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Borrowdale 
The new Matheson/ Cleasby 
route, Grand Alliance, on Black 
Crag, has had three repeat 
ascents, all of which have 
provided confirmation as to its 
quality. 
Thirlmere Area 
Three new routes have been put 
up on Castle Rock. Pete 
Gomersall and Barry Masson 
produced Matheson Avenue 
(HVS), which takes a line just 
left of the hard pitches of North 
Crag Eliminate. Gomersall also 
led Ted Cheasby (120ft., XS), a 
new eliminate line going directly 
up to, and past, the spike on the 
traverse on Angel's Highway, 
and then following a shallow 
groove to the right of Harlot's 
Face (there were old pegs on the 
route, and it may have been 
done earlier as an .aid climb). 
Both climbs were repeated soon 
afterwards by Ed Cleasby and 
John Eastham, who pronounced 
them to be of excellent quality ; 
Cleasby is now looking for a line 
to call 'Gomersall Road'. The 
third route, Gabriel (150ft., XS, 
5c), was a solo effort by Pete 
Livesey, following previous 
gardening from a rope. It takes a 
line just to the right of Angel's 

linking these two peaks at the 
head of the Argentiere basin was 
made on August 26/ 27 by Pierre 
Merlin and Pascal Desveaux. 
Aig. du Chardonnet: South 
Face 
A new route (Grade D inf.) was 
established on the South Spur 
on July 4, 1976, by Jean Marie 
Beaugey and Andre Courcelle. 
Grandes Jorasses: South 
Face 
Alessandro Nebiolo and Franco 
Piana made interesting ascents 
on the face last summer. On 
August 3/ 4, they made the first 
integral ascent of the South 
Spur of the Tours des Jorasses. 
On August 8, they made the 
second ascent of the Bonatti/ 
Peyronel Route on Pointe 
Young, and on August 13/ 14, 
accompanied by Ubaldo 

Highway and, although "it's 
best to wear blinkers, it gives 
good steep climbing on a nice 
buttress", says Livesey. 
Gomersall and Cleasby teamed 
up to make an early (possibly 
second) ascent of The Creation, 
on Raven Crag, confirming it as 
a route offering great technical 
interest. 
Langdale 
The old aid classic of Langdale, 
Trilogy on Raven Crag, has at 
last been climbed free, although 
the climbers, Jerry Peel and 
Dave Hollows, moved left at the 
top to avoid the final overhangs. 
The climb, which was very hard, 
was described by Peel as being 
even harder than the nearby 
test-piece, Fine Time. 
Shortly afterwards, another 
route was added to the cliff by 
Graham Summers and Ed 
Cleasby. Entitled Rand S 
Special (130ft., E4), it takes a 
line up the wall between Trilogy 
and Fine Time . A nut was used 
for aid and the climb was in
spected by abseil before the 
ascent. 
Southern Lakes 
Controversy continues to swirl 
about Chapel Head Scar, a 
worthwhile cliff which, together 
with other nearby areas, could 
become Lakeland 's answer to 
Tremadoc . The impression left 
by the initial gardening (des
cribed by some as being un 
necessarily ruthless) is proving 
a major obstacle to the establish
ment of an amicable access 
agreement. However, there is a 
growing feeling that the local 
B.M .C. negotiators are not 
pressing for access with suffi
cient vigour. "It's only a crag for 
the hard-men" is one com
placent comment that has been 
attributed to a B.M.C. Lakes 
Area spokesman. The magazine 
Crags became so exasperated 
with the continued delays that it 
recently published an article with 
a complete guidebook descrip
tion of the crag, together with 
critical editorial comment aimed 

Lemucchi, they made the second 
ascent of the South Face Pillar. 
PENNINE ALPS 
Monte Rosa: East Face 
In August, 1976, a new route 
was made up the face to the Co/ 
Gnifetti, by Gianni Rapetti, 
Gianni Tagliaferri and Roman 
Walter. The route has both 
difficult rock pitches and steep 
ice sections (65 °) . The exact 
relationship between this line 
and the existing routes on the 
face is not clear. It begins by 
taking a line rather to the right 
(north} of the Lagarde/ Devies 
Route, but at the top of the face 
{the most difficult section) the 
two existing climbs, done in 
1933 and 1959, appear to use 
up all the available lines. 
Correspondents: Schuler and 
Rossi 

at the B.M.C. for its poor nego
tiating performance. Al Evans, 
who compiled the article, com
mented : "Without the gardening 
the crag would have been 
worthless as a climbing ground, 
but the accusations of vandalism 
have been wildly exaggerated." 
The crag's twenty-nine routes 
were recently supplemented by 
three more on the hitherto un
climbed Great Buttress. These 
were the work of Ed Cleasby 
and friends. With Ian Postleth
waite, Cleasby added Hard Life 
(150ft., XS) on the left side of 
the buttress, and then, with Andy 
Parkin, he climbed Atomic Bong 
(170ft., HVS) and Fast Breeder 
(200ft., XS) , which, after taking 
Hard Life's start, follow in
dependent lines up the top/ 
centre of the buttress. 

NORTH WALES 

North Coast Limestone 
On Great Orme, Rowland 
Edwards and Fred Smith put 
up Watling Street (325ft., XS, 
5c), a girdle line on Craig y 
Gwynt. Starting up Demos, a 
pleasant VS groove line on the 
right of the crag, it then traverses 
across the crag below roofs, 
crossing New Dimensions to a 
hard finish beyond a large recess. 
There is also an easier version of 
the girdle, which Edwards did 
with Gerry Perry. Entitled 
Appian Way (385ft., XS), this 
follows Watling Street to the 
recess, then descends to gain 
another traverse line at a stance 
on Central Pillar, and finishes 
along this. 

SOUTH WALES 

Pembroke 
Since our extensive notes in 
Mountain 50, there have been 
further important developments 
here, notably at Mother Carey's 
Kitchen, which now rates as an 
important cliff with over a dozen 
good routes, some of them 
major. Pat Littlejohn and friends 
added three routes. Pride of 
place goes to Star Gate (150ft., 



XS, 5c), a witheringly over
hanging groove line climbed by 
Littlejohn and Nipper Harrison, 
just right of the equally impres
sive Deep Space. Littlejohn and 
Richard Broomhead also worked 
a route up the wall left of Herod 
(Brazen Buttress: 130ft., XS, 
5b), and Arnis Strapcans and 
Dave Roberts added Nimrod 
(160ft., MXS, 5b) up the wall 
left of Necropolis. 
Previously unreported is a route 
by Jim Perrin and Richard Pearce 
called Wraith (150ft., XS), 
which follows the left-slanting 
cracks on the right side of the 
wall right of Strait Gate. (Wraith 
was climbed again last year by 
Ben and Marion Wintringham, 
who were under the impression 
that they were making a first 
ascent.) Perrin and Richard 
Pearce should also be credited 
with the Direct Finish to Strait 
Gate. 
Further west, in Frontier Zawn, 
three more routes were added : 
Littlejohn and Charles Wand
Tetley added Bombshell (XS, 
5b), between Gunner and 
Navarone ; and Harrison and 
Broomhead added Unnamed 
(XS, 5c), up cracks right of 
Grand Junction, and Sound and 
Vision (HVS, 5a), a fine route up 
the back of the zawn. All three 
climbs are about 120ft. long. 
The south-west end of 
Stackpole Head provided Little
john with further discoveries. 
He climbed the cracked groove 
right of Puritan (120ft., HVS), 
but this may have been done 
before. Condor, (1 OOft., XS,) by 
Littlejohn and Harrison, takes 
the overhangs above Hawk, and 
the third, a fine climb called 
Heaven's Door (XS, 5c), takes 
the twin cracks in an arete one 
hundred yards right of the des
cent route. On this route Little
john was partnered by Wand-

Tetley. 
On Stackpole's West Face, Brian 
Shuttleworth and Bob Nunn 
added a variation to Neptune, 
moving right to avoid the aid 
section on the first pitch, and 
Ken Wilson and John Chees
mond climbed a new route called 
Trapdoor Fandango (130ft., 
VS), which takes the obvious 
groove line just right of 
Gargoyle Groove. 
On St. Gavan's Head, Infiltrator 
(MXS, 5a) was added by 
Littlejohn and Wand-Tetley. The 
climb takes a striking corner line 
beneath the Coastguard Look
out. The Recess Face received 
four new routes from Littlejohn 
and his friends. Setback Grooves 
(HVS, 5a) is the obvious central 
line which may have been 
climbed by others ; Faceless Face 
(XS, 5b) takes the wall on the 
left (Littlejohn and Wand
Tetley) ; Gruff Groove (XS, 5b) 
follows the corner on the right 
(Littlejohn and Harrison) ; and 
Mellow Yellow (MXS, 5a) takes 
the arete of Gruff Groove (Harri
son and Broomhead). 
Route descriptions of many of 
Pembroke's recent climbs have 
been published in the 1976 
Climbers Club Journal, and the 
remainder will be in the 1977 
issue. The journal is available 
from some stores and from 
Cordee. The Pembroke Guide is 
out of print, but enquiries should 
be sent to H.G. Walters (Pub
lishers) , Knowling Mead, Tenby, 
Pembroke. 

PEAK/ PENNINE 

Gritstone 
At Heptonstall Quarry, Ron Faw
cett and Jerry Peel put up 
Demerara (60ft., XS) , which 
takes the thin (pegged) crack 
left of Brown Sugar. Pete Live
sey repeated Slip 'n' Slide at 
Crookrise. On Caley Crags, 

Above: Two views of Mother Carey's Kitchen, near Lystep in 
Pembroke. The left-hand photo shows the wall with Joyous God, 
Strait Gate and Wraith (left), the cracked chimney area of The Meridian, 
The Cracks and Eight Gauge (centre), and the leaning buttress of 
Brazen Buttress and Herod (right) . The other picture shows the whole 
cliff, with the approximate starts of the routes numbered. The whole 
area below the cliff is free of water at low tide. Photos: Ken Wilson 

A Sea Change XS, 130ft., Perrin / Pearce, 1970 
2 Entropy HVS, 150ft., Perrin / Mortlock, 1970 
3 Oz HVS, 160ft., Littlejohn / Hardy, 1975 
4 Rock Idol MXS, 140ft, Littlejohn/ Harrison, 1976 
5 Joyous God XS, 200ft, Perrin / Pearce. 1972 
6 Strait Gate XS, 220ft, Perrin / Mortlock, 1970 
7 Wraith XS, 150ft, Perrin / Pearce, 1971 
8 Nimrod MXS, 160ft., Strapcans/ Roberts, 1 976 
9• Necropolis HVS, 170ft., Perrin/ Lowry, 1969 
9• Crithmum VS, 175ft, Mortlock/ Litton, 1969 

10t The Meridian vs. 140ft, Perrin / Mortlock, 1968 

11t The Cracks s. 110ft, Noble/ Mortlock, 1968 

12t Eight Gauge vs, 1101!., Mortlock/ Horne, 1969 

13 Brazen Buttress XS, 1301t., Littlejohn / Broomhead, 1976 

14 Herod HVS, 120ft., Littlejohn / Garner, 1975 

15 Deep Space XS, 1501!., Littlejohn / Garner, 1975 

16 Star Gate XS, 150ft., Littlejohn/ Harrison, 1976 

• Routes with a common start. t Too compressed to mark on the photo. 

Fawcett and Ian Edwards added 
a "strenuous problematic leap" 
to Forecourt Crawler, to give it 
more logical (sic) finish, and 
Fawcett soloed Psycho (XS) , a 
new problem on the left side of 
Roadside Buttress. Fawcett also 
led a new line directly up the 
front of 1/kley's Cow and Calf 
(Mad Dog : XS), and made a free 
ascent of Wellington Crack. 
On Stanage, the publication of 
the guidebook has led to a hand
ful of minor rationalizations, and 
two new routes have been put 
up. Dennis Carr climbed Warlock 
(VS), which takes the buttress 
between Mother's Day and 
Afterthought in the Wall End 
Area, and Andy Parkin, Ruth 
Morton and Giles Barker added 
Physician's Wall (60ft., HVS) 
to the right of Cripple's Crack, 
on Stanage End. 
On Froggatt Edge, Livesey's 
Downhill Racer has been soloed 

and led by various climbers and 
is rapidly becoming popular. 
On Curbar, Prophet of Doom 
has been undergoing the de
tailed inspection due to a route 
that is regarded by some as 
being one of the hardest 
Gritstone climbs . Ron Fawcett 
made the second ascent (with 
Geoff Birtles), and Mick Fowler 
(with Jon Stevenson) made the 
third . Fowler had earlier added 
a Direct Start to the climb. 
Fowler has also climbed a new 
route called Hurricane (60ft., XS) 
which links Scroach to the top of 
Linden by an obvious gangway. 
We were wrong in describing 
Scroach as having only just 
received a free ascent (see 
Mountain 54); both Ed Drum
mond and Gabriel Regan had 
already done the climb free. 
Correspondents: Lloyd, Fyffe, 
Cleasby, Littlejohn, Fawcett, 
Fowler and Livesey ,& 
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OBITUARY 
Eric Shipton 

Eric Shipton, one of Britain's 
greatest explorers and moun 
taineers, died on March 28, at 
the age of 69. 
Shipton will be remembered 
primarily for his development of 
the lightweight expedition, and 
for his explorations on Everest, 
and in the Karakoram, Garhwal, 
Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego. 
Shipton was born in 1907, in 
Ceylon, where his father was a 
tea planter. It was while he was 
attending English boarding 
schools that he developed an 
interest in mountaineering, 
chiefly through books, particu
lary those of Edward Whymper. 
His first mountaineering holiday 
took place in the Jotunheim 
range of Norway. He first visited 
the Alps in 1921, when he made 
a winter ascent of a Swiss peak, 
and he continued to climb in 
various Alpine ranges for several 
years, most notably in the 
Dauphine and Mt. Blanc areas. 
In October, 1928, he moved to 
Kenya to take up work on a 
coffee farm near Mount Kenya. 
Mount Kenya's higher peak, 
Batian, had been climbed thirty 
years previously but Nelion was 
still unclimbed. In 1929, 
Shipton and Percy Wyn-Harris 
climbed Nelion from the Lewis 
Glacier via the South-East Face. 
They then descended to the 
Gate of Mists and went on to 
climb Batian. Press reports on 
this and other of his East African 
climbs led to a meeting between 
Shipton and Bill Tilman, who 
was also farming in Kenya. The 
pair later climbed in various East 
African ranges, their most 
notable ascent being the tra 
verse of the twin peaks of 
Mount Kenya, which Shipton 
believed to be the hardest 
technical climb he had ever 
done. The main section of this 
route, the West Ridge of Batian 
(grade 5), is still considered to 
be one of the finest climbs on the 
mountain. 
In 1931, Shipton took part in 
Frank Smythe's well-organized 
Kamet expedition and was one 
of the climbers to reach the 
summit. At that time Kamet 
(25,447ft.) was the highest 
summit that had been climbed. 
As a result of his Kenyan climbs 
and his Kamet success, Shipton 
was chosen for the 1933 Everest 
expedition, led by Hugh 
Ruttledge. The attempt was 
dogged by poor weather, but the 
climbers got high on the moun
tain and Shipton took part in the 
second summit bid, partnering 
Frank Smythe. However, he be-
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came ill and was forced to return 
to Camp 6, leaving Smythe to 
continue alone. Smythe reached 
a high-point of 28, 100ft. at 
10 a.m., but, as conditions were 
not ideal, and he was unsup
ported, he thought it unwise to 
continue. Perhaps it was the 
sight from Everest of countless 
unclimbed mountains waiting to 
be explored that prompted 
Shipton to abandon farming and 
commit himself entirely to Hima 
layan exploration. 
In 1934, he and Tilman mounted 
an expedition to penetrate the 
Nanda Devi Sanctuary by the 
Rishi Gorge. There had been 
many previous attempts to find 
a route through to Nanda Devi 
but all had failed. Shipton and 
Tilman were accompanied by 
Noel Humphreys (an experien
ced surveyor), three Sherpas and 
ten porters. They took nine days 
to find a way along the Rishi 
Gorge and then made extensive 
explorations in the Sanctuary, 
as well as reconnoitring a 
feasible route up the southern 
side of Nanda Devi, which was 
later to be followed by the 
successful expedition of 1936. 
Shipton preferred these small, 
fast-moving expeditions to the 
bigger and more cumbersome 
Everest-type projects. Thus. 
when permission for a 1935 
attempt on Everest arrived too 
late for a full-scale attempt to be 
organized, Shipton willingly 
volunteered to lead an inexpen
sive six-man expedition, for 
high-altitude training and to 
investigate the monsoon snow 
conditions on the mountain. 
Privately, he also hoped to 
prove that a small party could 
make a strong attempt on the 
summit, for a tenth of the normal 
cost. Previous expeditions had 
encountered poor weather 
during the pre-monsoon period, 
so Shipton, believing that there 
was little point in arriving at the 
mountain before July, spent a 
fortnight exploring a range of 
mountains forty miles east of 
Everest. When they eventually 
arrived at the mountain however, 
conditions were found to be 
excellent. They established the 
route to the North Col in less 
than a week and were poised for 
a powerful attempt when the 
monsoon intervened and 
avalanche danger forced a 
retreat. Shipton was later 
criticized by G. 0. Dyhrenfurth, 
in his book To The Third Pole, 
for " wasting several weeks of 
the best weather" and missing a 
good opportunity to make a 

serious, and possibly successful 
attempt on the mountain . 
Shipton's team went on to 
explore the surrounding peaks, 
climbing twenty-six of them, all 
over 20,000ft. They included 
Khartaphu (23,640ft.) and 
Kellas' Rock Peak (23, 180ft.) , 
on both of which Shipton was 
one of the summit party. He 
discovered on these climbs that 
monsoon snow was unsuitable 
for climbing above 23,000ft. 
Despite the successes of the 
1935 expedition, the main 
attempt in the following year 
was once more mounted on 
conventional lines, again under 
the leadership of Ruttledge. The 
project was so large and costly 
that Shipton considered 
withdrawing, but such was the 
lure of Everest that he didn't. In 
the event, the attempt was a 
dismal failure, ending at the 
North Col with the onset of an 
early monsoon. 
In the same year, Tilman and 

surveyors (Michael Spender 
and John Aud en) and seven 
experienced Sherpas, to 
penetrate and survey the central 
part of the range. They crossed 
the watershed by the hitherto 
unexplored Sarpo Laggo Pass at 
the head of the Trango Glacier, 
and set up a Base Camp at the 
end of the Sarpo Laggo Glacier. 
From here they made rapid and 
extensive explorations of the 
Shaksgam valley (where they 
linked up with Mason's surveys) , 
the northern and western 
approaches to K2 and the 
glaciers leading up to the 
mountains around Snow Lake. 
They then split up into groups. 
Tilman located and explored 
Snow Lake while Shipton ex
plored glacier systems to the 
north-west of Snow Lake. The 
sheer scale of achievement of 
this expedition is still regarded 
with awe by present-day Kara 
koram climbers. 
In 1939, Shipton masterminded 

Shipton in the 'thirties - a compulsion to fill blanks on the map 

Noel Odell (both of whom had 
been dropped from the Everest 
expedition, the one because of 
altitude susceptibility and the 
other because of age) succeded 
in reaching the summit of 
Nanda Devi, via the route that 
had been spotted in 1934. 
It may have been as a result of 
this success that the final pre
war Everest expedition in 1938 
was led by Tilman and included 
Shipton, Smythe and Odell. This 
time, with public interest blun 
tened by the repeated failures 
and with finance difficult to 
raise, the trip had to be run on a 
very frugal scale. Apart from 
reaching the North Col from the 
main Rongbuk Glacier, the ex
pedition achieved little more 
than its predecessors, reaching a 
height of just over 27,000ft., 
where Shipton's and Smythe's 
summit bid ended in deep 
powder snow. 
In 1937, Shipton had begun a 
period of major exploration in 
the Karakoram. Following the 
examples set by Younghusband, 
Conway and Mason, he 
mounted a small expedition, 
consisting of Tilman, two 

another ambitious Karakoram 
expedition which was planned 
to last eighteen months. The 
party managed to complete a 
large amount of surveying, 
notably of the Hispar, Biafo and 
Punmah glacier systems, before 
war intervened and curtailed the 
project at the half-way stage. 
This was Shipton's ninth 
Himalayan expedition in less 
than a decade. 
Curiously, Shipton's entry into 
active service in the war resulted 
in a diplomatic career. In 1940 
he became British Consul Gen
eral in Kashgar, near the Tien 
Shan in Sinkiang. In 1942 he 
married and was posted first to 
Persia and then to Hungary. In 
1946 he was reappointed to his 
old position in Kashgar and in 
1949 he became Consul General 
at Kunming . But in 1951 his dip 
lomatic contacts with China 
were cut short by the end of the 
Nationalist regime, and in the 
ensuing turmoil he was lucky to 
escape to Hong Kong. 
Later in the same year, with 
Nepal now open to moun
taineers, Shipton led an expedi
tion to investigate the Khumbu 



approaches to Everest. Earlier 
reports by Tilman on the feasi
bility of this route had not been 
encouraging. From the lower 
slopes of Pumori, Shipton and 
Edmund Hillary were able to 
look into the Western Cwm, and 
saw that a route to the South 
Col was possible. Later they 
climbed the Khumbu lcefall to 
just below the Cwm itself. The 
expedition then adopted one of 
Shipton's typical programmes of 
fast-moving explorations, mak
ing a series of interesting forays 
in the Barun and Menlung 
Glacier areas and in the Rowa
ling Range. 
In 1952, the Swiss received per
mission for Everest, so Shipton 
was asked to lead a training ex
pedition to attempt Cho Oyu, as 
preparation for Everest in the 
following year. This project was 
not a success, as a determined 
bid on the peak was hampered 
by Shipton's unwillingness to 
cross the watershed into Tibet 
(quite high on the mountain) 
because he feared involvement 
with the Chinese. The expedi
tion therefore turned to altitude 
training on lesser peaks, climbing 
eleven mountains of between 
21,000ft. and 23,000ft. The ex
perience proved invaluable to 
the climbers who went on 
Everest in the following year. 
Shipton, however, was not to 
be numbered amongst them. 
With the Swiss by now deeply 
involved in the race for Everest, 
it was generally felt that the 
1953 expedition would be the 
last chance that the British 
would have to capture the first 
ascent. Many leading A.C. and 
R.G.S. men felt that the time had 
come for a determined and well 
organized approach. Initially, 
Shipton was appointed leader, 
but after a few months it became 
clear that his temperament was 
not suited to the painstaking 
organization that was required 
(particularly with regard to the 
oxygen). With some reluctance, 
therefore, the A.C./R.G.S. Joint 
Committee took the contro
versial decision to appoint John 
Hunt as leader in his place. 
Shipton was very popular among 
the younger climbers and the 
decision could easily have led 
to acrimony had it not been for 
his own loyalty and Hunt's adroit 
handling of the situation. 
This proved to be a turning 
point in his career. Soon after
wards he took up an appoint
ment as Warden of the Eskdale 
Outward Bound School, but 
complications in his private life, 
subsequently leading to a 
divorce, made his position in 
this sensitive role untenable and 
he was dismissed at the end of 
1954. He settled down to a 
labouring job, with spells of 
writing, and led a students' ex
pedition to the Karakoram in 
1957. 
In the following year, Shipton 
made his first expedition to 
Patagonia, and it proved to be 

the beginning of what he later 
described as a second career in 
exploration. Further trips 
followed, one in 1959 to search 
for and climb the Vulcan Viedma, 
and another in 1960 to traverse 
the whole 150-mile length of the 
South Patagonian Ice-Cap, 
making the first ascents of Cerro 
Don Bosco and Cerro Murallon. 
On the latter project, Shipton 
was accompanied by Jack Ewer 
and two Chilean mountaineers. 
In 1962, the group explored the 
uncharted fjords of Tierra del 
Fuego and made the first ascents 
of Mt. Darwin and Cerro Yagen. 
In 1963 another trip to Tierra de! 
Fuego resulted in further as
cents, together with exploration 
of the glaciers around Mt. 
Burney on the mainland. Finally, 
in 1963/64 Shipton, again with 
his Chilean friends, traversed the 
North Patagonian Ice-Cap, 
making the first ascent of Cerro 
Arco and a repeat ascent of 
Cerro Arnales. 
It was also at that time that 
Shipton was asked to act as 
Chile's geographical adviser in 
a border dispute with Argentina. 
and this was amicably settled in 
1966. However, Shipton's 
Chilean connections subse
quently led him publically to de
fend the Pinochet regime, a 
course of action that led to some 
controversy. 
In 1965 and 1966, Shipton 
visited the Galapagos Islands 
and, over the next ten years he 
was involved in numerous 
cruising and trekking trips as a 
guide and lecturer. Last year he 
completed a successful lecture 
tour of the United States. He 
was the author of eight books: 
Nanda Devi, Blank on the Map, 
Upon that Mountain, Moun
tains of Tartary, The Mount 
Everest Reconnaissance 1951, 
Land of Tempest, Tierra de/ 
Fuego and finally That Untravel
led World, an autobiography, 
published in 1969, summarizing 
all his fascinating climbs and 
explorations. 
Shipton was elected to the 
Alpine Club in 1929 and served 
as its President from 1965 to 
1968. He was awarded the 
C.B.E. in 1955 for services to 
mountaineering, and the R.G.S. 
Patron's Medal in 1938. 
Shipton's stature as a moun
taineer and explorer has perhaps 
not yet been fully appreciated, 
but it is certain that as Nepal, 
the Karakoram and Garhwal 
become better known, so his 
achievements will gain a grow
ing recognition. It seems fair to 
say at this stage, however, that 
the small and compact type of 
expedition that he and Tilman 
espoused will become a major 
inspiration to the modern 
climber, particularly in view of 
the current dictates of taste and 
finance. 
His contribution to mountaineer
ing history, spanning three 
decades, was considerable. A 
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Pete Boardman discusses the rapid development of this charismatic peak in 
Garhwal's Nanda Devi Sanctuary. 

CHANGABANG IS A MIRACULOUS 
PEAK, in that it is quite unlike any of those 
surrounding it. Longstaff described it as the 
most superbly beautiful mountain he had 
ever seen. Perhaps it would melt away if set 
amongst the towers of the Karakoram, but 
in the Garhwal its suspended stone stands 
alone and distinct - a fascinating challenge. 
At 22,520ft., it is one of India's most diffi
cult mountains and, in the last three years, 
it has attracted much attention. First 
attempted and climbed in 1974, it has since 
received a further three ascents. What 
follows is an account of these climbs, in 
particular of my ascent of the West Face 
with Joe Tasker last autumn, together with 
a few tolerant conclusions drawn from the 
style of these expeditions, as related to the 
broader sphere of Himalayan climbing. 
The First Ascent 
Before the area was rendered politically 
sensitive by the Chinese invasion of Tibet 
in 1950, the Garhwal had been explored 
mainly by the British and, as Doug Scott 
has pointed out, "the whole area has a 
tradition of British Himalayan exploration 
at its best - small parties of men, modest in 
means and manner, taking on big commit
ments and succeeding after many trials" 
(A.J., 1975, p. 158). 

Out of sight of any road, path or grazing 
alp, Changabang accumulated a consid
erable reputation born of its rare sightings 
by these early pioneers, as they attempted 
to penetrate the Nanda Devi Sanctuary. In 
1907, Tom Longstaff, accompanied by A. L. 
Mumm, Charles Bruce and the Brocherel 
brothers, went up the Bagini Glacier, over 
the pass between Changabang and Duna
giri and down the Rhamani Glacier. Then, 
in 1934, nearly thirty years later, Eric 
Shipton, exploring a ridge on the northern 
side of Nanda Devi, peered through a hole 
in the clouds and saw, "framed in it ... a 
dome of rock and ice which could belong 
only to one mountain - Changabang. There 
was no mistaking it." (Nanda Devi: Hodder 
and Stoughton, 1936). Two years later 
Shipton went nearer the south side of the 
mountain and sat for an hour on the glacier 
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beneath it, fascinated by its white cliffs. 
In 1937, Frank Smythe looked at Changa

bang whilst attempting Dunagiri, and des
cribed it as "a peak that falls from crest to 
glacier in a wall that might have been sliced 
in a single cut of a knife" (The Valley of 
Flowers: Hodder and Stoughton, 1938). He 
was looking at the west side, which Andre 
Roch photographed during the successful 
Swiss ascent of Dunagiri in 1938. The 
Second World War curtailed exploration, 
but, in 1950, W. H. Murray led a Scottish 
expedition to the Garhwal, and his roman
tic description of the mountain did much 
to excite the imagination of the mountain
eers of the next generation: "By day like a 
vast eye-tooth fang, both in shape and 
colour - for its rock was a milk-white 
granite - Changabang in the moonlight 
shone tenderly as though veiled in bridal 
lace; at ten miles distance seemingly as 
fragile as an icicle; a product of earth and 
sky rare and fantastic, and of liveliness 
unparalleled, so that unaware one's pulse 
leapt and the heart gave thanks - that this 
mountain should be as it is." 

After the 1950s, the Garhwal was closed 
to westerners. In 1968, Geoff Birtles and 
Don Whillans made a determined effort to 
gain permission to attempt Changabang, 
but failed. Eventually, as a result of good
will engendered with the Indians by Chris 
Bonington, a joint expedition was mounted 
in the spring of 1974 to attempt the moun
tain for the first time. The expedition ap
proached the mountain by pioneering the 
route to the Rhamani Glacier, away from 
the traditional track to Nanda Devi. The 
team consisted of eight climbers, equipped 
with all the big wall paraphernalia, and the 
aim was to attempt the West Face or the 
South-West Ridge. However, on arriving, 
the party discovered that they were on the 
wrong side of the mountain. As Martin 
Boysen remarked : "We had come in hope 
of climbing the western face, a rock route 
which looked inviting on our faded photo
graphs. We were now confronted with a 
precipice, the like of which I had not seen 
outside Patagonia: an enormous sweep of 

vertical and overhanging rock, plated here 
and there by ludicrously steep ice. The 
route we had originally contemplated was 
obviously so difficult it was laughable" 
(Mountain Life No. 15). 

Daily precipitation led the party to 
reject a long siege. As is usual in the 
Himalayas when an obviously difficult un
climbed peak is to be tackled for the first 
time, they chose the easiest line. They de
cided to climb over Shipton's Col, from the 
Rhamani to the Changabang Glacier, then 
climb to Kalanka Col, between Changa
bang and its more gentle neighbour, 
Kalanka (22,741ft), and from there make 
an ascent of the South-East Ridge. Boysen 
and Scott climbed an ice slope on to the 
ridge separating the two glaciers, descended 
the ridge to Shipton's Col, and then lowered 
300ft. of rope down to their high-point 
below the col. The rope enabled six of them 
to travel light over the col, with enough food 
for three or four days. This proved to be 
just sufficient. After camping on the 
Changabang Glacier, they camped on the 
East Face of Changabang, on the shelf 
leading to the Kalanka Col. Then, on 
June 4, the only day of their expedition on 
which there was no bad weather, they left 
the tents at 2.00 a.m., climbed to the col, 
and then continued along the corniced 
North-East Ridge. At 5.00 p.m., Chris 
Bonington, Dougal Haston, Doug Scott, 
Martin Boysen, Balwant Sandhu and 
Tashi Sherpa reached the summit. It took 
them five hours to descend the knife-edged 
ridge and return to their camp, after having 
been rewarded with a view which Scott 
clearly found totally entrancing: "I had 
never seen anything quite like that parti
cular backcloth. I was too tired to consider 
that none of the peaks out there had im
portant names, that I might write about 
them, that there was the forbidden, myster
ious land of Tibet, for I was seeing the scene 
as a child lost amongst it. For once, I was 

Right: Changabang from the Rhamani Glacier, 
with the West Face on the left, the South-West 
Ridge in the centre, and the South Face on the 
right. Photo : Joe Tasker 



not a separate performer - geographer, 
mountaineer, admirer or whatever, using 
the mountains - but felt myself to be actu
ally part of them. The feeling did not last 
long, for soon the dark closed in and we 
were left to stumble and curse, groping for 
our previous footsteps" (Changabang: 
Heineman 1975, p. 106). It had been a re
warding six-week round trip from Britain. 
Their ascent involved an avalanche-prone 
approach to Kalanka Col, and a bold, 
twenty-hour summit day, with all the risks 
of frost-bite and fatigue that such long 
exposure entails. 
Kataoka 
In the autumn of the same year, Kalanka 
was attempted for the first time by a British 
team led by Jon Prosser. Their Garhwali 
porters refused to go to the Changabang 
Glacier (three days further walk round via 
the Nanda Devi Sanctuary), and instead 
dumped them in the same place as the 
Bonington expedition. There was therefore 
a painful re-enactment, with a smaller 
team, of the trip over Shipton's Col. 
Hampered by bad weather, an extended 
supply line and a tight time schedule, 
Prosser's expedition failed after running out 
some fixed rope up the mountain. 

In the autumn of 1975, a Japanese team 
foiled Tasker's and Renshaw's designs on 
Changabang by gaining permission for the 
peak. However, instead of attempting 
Changabang, they made the first ascent of 
Kalanka. This climb, made by a four-man 
team led by lkuo Tanabe, was not widely 
publicized in the west. In the spring of 1976, 
a lone Englishman attempted Kalanka and 
then, in the autumn, an eight-man Italian 
team from Turin arrived at the Rhamani 
Base Camp. Foiled by Shipton's Col, how
ever, the Italians subsequently made an 
ineffectual attempt to repeat the Japanese 
route on the South West ridge of Changa
bang, first climbed earlier in the year. 
The South-West Ridge 
In the spring of 1976, while a team of Lake
land climbers, led by Colin Read, was 
formulating plans for an attempt on the 
South Face of Changabang and Joe Tasker 
and I were persevering in our efforts to gain 
permission for an attempt on the West 
Face, news came through that a six-man 
Japanese expedition had climbed the South
West Ridge. The news came almost as a 
relief to our two groups, for the South
West Ridge had been earmarked as a 
secondary objective by both of us, in case 
our primary objectives proved impossible. 
But now we were able to concentrate on 
our separate routes, although we co
operated closely in helping each other with 
our planning. 

Joe and I learnt much from studying the 
details of the Japanese ascent, which had 
been documented by the leader, Naoki 
Toda, with the meticulous thoroughness 
one has learnt to expect from the Japanese. 
When we looked at the rate of progress 
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Above: The West Face of Changabang. The 
Boardman/Tasker Route takes the line of light 
and shade on the left, and the Japanese Route 
works an intricate line up the rock walls and 
snow terraces on the right to gain the South-West 
Ridge. Photo: Joe Tasker. Top right: The upper 
section of the South-West Ridge. Photo : Naoki 
Toda. Lower right: The first ascent party at work 
on the North-East Ridge, with Kalanka's un
climbed West Face in the background on the left. 
Photo: Doug Scott 

achieved by this respected group of climb
ers, we realized that we would probably be 
unlikely to do our entire route in pure 
alpine-style. It was evident that we would 
have to do much leading without sacks on 
and that we would have considerable diffi
culty in finding bivouac sites on the West 
Face. 

The Japanese climbers, Akira Kobayishi, 
Masahide Aida, Harumi Ohno, Yukio 
Asano, Teruyoshi Karina and Naoki Toda, 
along with their eighty porters, were the 
first group to approach this area of the 
Garhwal direct from Reni, via the Rishi 
Gorge. They went this way because the 
usual track from Lata, via Dharansi Pass, 
was covered in deep snow and was anyway 
already crowded by the marches of the 
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Indo-Japanese Nanda Devi expedition and 
the Indian Trisul expedition. (This direct 
route is the rumoured route of a new road 
soon to be bulldozed towards the Nanda 
Devi Sanctuary.) Having reached the South
West Ridge, the climbers split into three 
pairs, took 7,500ft. of rope and, over the 
subsequent thirty-three days, during which 
they climbed nearly every day, fixed rope 
up sixty-six pitches, using three hundred 
pitons. They also used expansion bolts, but 
reports on the numbers used vary from 20 
to 120 (100 for securing the ends of the 
fixed ropes and 20 to make the route). 
Asano and Karino climbed mainly in 
support, whilst the other two pairs alter
nately extended the route up the ridge and 
portered loads. The obvious snow-dome at 
21,400ft., at the change in angle of the 
ridge, was reached on June 5, after twenty
three days of climbing, the main obstacle 
having been the upper rock section, where 
a steep groove was climbed and Yosemite 
sack-hauling techniques were used. 

On this section it was necessary to work 
from tiny bivouac sites and, at one point, 
two belay seats were used for bivouacking. 
It was also on this steep rock that most of 

the bolts were used, although it is difficult 
to believe that the area lacked sufficient 
crack-lines. Some idea of the length of the 
route can be gained from the fact that it 
took seven days and twenty pitches to climb 
the long upper part of the ridge. All of the 
climbers worked methodically on the route 
and, on June 14, all six of them reached the 
summit. During their descent (by the same 
route), they removed nearly all the fixed 
rope and burnt all their rubbish at Advance 
Camp, leaving little trace of their visit. 
Apart from the use of expansion bolts, it 
was a very competent and well-planned 
ascent, and was deservedly widely acclaimed 
in Japan. Although of a lower standard 
than Trango Tower or the West Face of 
Changabang, in technical terms it must still 
rank as one of the most difficult routes yet 
achieved in the Himalayas. 
The South Face 
The British climbers Colin Read, Alan 
Roberts, Syd Clark, Jim Duff, Ted Rogers, 
John Adams and Robin Blyth formulated 
even bolder plans than the Japanese for 
their autumn 1976 attempt on the South 
Face of Changabang. In attempting the 
South Face they were choosing an objec-

tive possibly more formidable than the 
West Face. They knew that their route 
would be in the sun for much of the time, 
but, on the other hand, there would be 
virtually no mixed ground to enable them 
to speed up progress. Also, there was ab
solutely no precedent from which they 
could learn, for nothing as technically 
formidable as this wall had been attempted 
in the Himalayas. Over sixteen days on the 
face in September, they fixed 2,750ft. of 
10mm. low stretch rope up to the base of 
the headwall of the South Face, at an 
altitude of 19,600ft. This involved 3,500ft. 
of climbing at standards varying from grade 
6 rock climbing and Scottish grade 3 ice 
climbing. Finally, to make matters worse, 
the route to this point was not only totally 
lacking in good sites for a camp, but the 
headwall above their high-point was threa
tened by a number of rock and ice falls. 
By now, the party had only eight climbing 
days left before they were due to leave the 
area. Since they had only reached the foot 
of the main obstacle of their route, they 
decided to abandon their primary objec
tive, and instead attempt a new ice route up 
the South-East Face of Changabang. 
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Top left: Changabang (left) and Kalanka, with 
Shipton's Col in the middle distance. 1. The West 
Face ( Boardman/Tasker, 1976); 2. The South
West Ridge (Toda/Aida/Kobayishi/Ohno/Asano/ 
Karina, 1976). Photo: Doug Scott. Lower left: 
3. South Face (attempted line, 1976); 4. South
East Face (Read/Roberts/Clark/Duff/Rogers, 
1976 - they descended by route 6); 5. The East 
Face and North-East Ridge (Boning/on /Scott/ 
Boysen / Haston / Sandhu / Tashi, 1974). Photo: 
Michael Burgess. Centre left: Early morning 
sunshine picks out two of the remaining un
climbed lines on Changabang - the South-West 
Ridge Direct and the South Face. Photo: Scott 

Five members of the party, Colin Read, 
' Alan Roberts, Syd Clark, Jim Duff and Ted 

Rogers, made the climb in a bold, four-day 
alpine-style round trip. On September 30, 
they started up a very steep ice-field that 
reached an angle in excess of 60°. This was 
followed by a 400ft. ice gully through the 
Rock Barrier, with ice climbing of up to 
Scottish grade 5. At 20,000ft., at the 
fiercest point in an afternoon storm they 
discovered a natural ice cave, inside which 
they pitched their tents. On October 1, they 
climbed out of the cave, through a chimney 
in the roof, and surmounted some difficult 
ice, using aid to overcome some bulges. 
They emerged on to the upper face, where 
steep, unconsolidated ribs of snow led up to 
the summit ridge. There, at about 22,000ft., 
they chopped out a ledge from the cornice 
and pitched tents. Next day they reached the 
summit by the ridge, which they subse
quently descended to the Kalanka Col. 
There, as another storm blew in, they dug 
a snow hole and sat the night out. Below, 
the original 1974 route was in a dangerous 
condition, being covered in deep unconsoli
dated snow. So, instead of following that 
line of descent, they traversed across the 
south flank of Kalanka, above the ice cliffs, 
until they could wend a way down and 
across to the extreme bottom right-hand 
end of the face. From there, an abseil down 
a rock buttress led to an easy but dangerous 
descent to the glacier, through extensive 
avalanche debris. 

It was an exciting adventure and the 
route was a noteworthy effort, particularly 
in view of the fact that only Duff had had 
previous Himalayan experience. Joe Tasker 
and I were on the other side of the moun
tain at the same time and, when we returned 
to Britain, we were impressed to discover 
that the South Face team had done most 
of their route during the very unsettled and 
stormy weather that had enveloped the 
mountain whilst we were moving painfully 
up the West Face, on our second foray, 
using hammocks. While the South Face 
team were working their way back from the 
Changabang Glacier, snowfall made the 
normal 1935 walk-out too difficult for 
porters with loads, so the team made the 
first passage of this part of the true right 
bank of the Rishi Gorge, which was sun
drenched and snow-free, but involved many 
tricky sections. They reported that this 
would probably be a difficult route in 



Above: The lower section of the uncompleted 
South Face Route. Photo: Colin Read 

ascent, but that it will often be open when 
the normal route is impassable. 
The West Face 
Unknown to the South Face team when 
they left the area, Joe Tasker and I were 
still battling it out on the West Face of 
Changabang. Before we had left Britain, 
Joe and I had been on the receiving end of 
some rather critical comments from emi
nent mountaineers who didn't entirely 
approve of our plans. Having at last gained 
permission for our climb, we had our 
responsibilities spelt out to us : if anything 
were to go wrong, we were told, the future 
of two-man expeditions in India could be 
jeopardized. Only Don Whillans was en
couraging : "Well," he said, "there's three 
things that could happen : you could fail, 
you could get up it, or you could not come 
back. You'll just have to make sure you 
come back, won't you?" 

Joe and I had realized that success would 
depend on having adaptable tactics, and on 
choosing and developing our gear carefully. 
Amongst other items, we decided to take 
1,000ft. of 8mm. terylene non-stretch rope 
and a few of our old climbing ropes, both 
curved and terrordactyl ice gear, one-piece 
suits and full body harnesses. The Japanese 
had had great difficulty in finding bivouac 
sites on their route, and we knew that the 
problem would be greater for us, as the 
difficult sections would be steeper and 
longer. Joe had been employed for the 
previous few months in a frozen-food dis
tribution centre in Salford, working con
stantly in a temperature of -20°C., without 
his gloves on. It was here that we tested and 
modified our specially designed and insula
ted single-point suspension hammocks. We 
spent two nights hanging from girders above 
the ice-cream - the coldest place. We used 
aluminium 'spacer bars' to prevent the 
crushing effect, and sleeping bags filled 
with artificial fibre, which we considered 
would retain its insulating power better than 
down in a hammock, and would be less 
likely to become dangerously sodden with 
condensation over a long period of time. 

The obvious financial appeal of the big 
expedition has seduced some of the Hima
layan Governments into making it difficult 
for smaller and less wealthy teams to obtain 
permission to climb in the area. Much has 
been written about the glamour and appeal 
of small expeditions, often by people who 
haven't suffered them! But it is true that 
they can be low in budget and profile, that 
they can make use of local scheduled trans
port and that they are more likely to make 
sympathetic contact with local culture. They 
leave little litter or mark of their passing, 
and they do not submit to distorting com
mercial pressures. Furthermore, in com
parison with larger expeditions, they have 
a greater degree of flexibility and adventur
ous uncertainty and they generate a greater 
feeling of indispensability and self-contain
ment. It was Joe's idea to attempt the West 
Face of Changabang, an idea formulated 
as he staggered past in the autumn of 1975, 
after eleven days on Dunagari with Dick 
Renshaw, the last four without food. He 
asked me to come along, because Dick was 
still recovering from frost-bite incurred on 
Dunagiri. I agreed to go because I needed 
a climb that would be more profoundly 
satisfying than Everest, for my feeling of 
personal success on that mountain had been 
sickened by Mick Burke's death and, to a 
minor extent, by the occasional feeling of 
superfluity that is inevitable in a big team, 
and by the adulation of our success on our 
return. I needed a climb that I could call my 
own, and I was certain that the total in
volvement entailed in a two-man ascent of 
Changabang's West Face would give me 
that satisfaction. Here there would be no 
spectators and none of that inflated sense 
of occasion that is evoked by the presence 
of the media. 

Two-man expeditions involve an enor
mous amount of hard work. Out of the 
forty-six days that we were in the area, there 
were only six during which we were inactive, 
either because of fatigue or bad weather. 
Joe and I used fifteen porters to reach the 
Rhamani Base Camp, at which point the 
Liaison Officer decided to return with the 
porters, since he felt he could not contribute 
anything further to the expedition. There-

after, Joe and I were alone for forty days, 
during which time we did not see or speak 
to any other human beings, except for two 
Americans from a Dunagari expedition, 
who visited us for half-an-hour during our 
rest at Base Camp after our second foray 
on to the mountain. As a result of this isola
tion, we eventually ran out of conversation 
and suppressed most of our emotions, be
coming a very intense and determined unit, 
with our minds attuned to accept a steady 
pressure of risk. Decisions seemed to evolve 
naturally and we managed to keep the en
tire climb under control. This was in 
marked contrast to the traumas we had 
both endured previously in the Himalayas -
Joe on Dunagari and myself on Koh-i
Khaik in the Central Hindu Kush, in 1972. 
On that occasion, I had emerged with two 
companions on the summit, dehydrated 
and exhausted, above a very difficult and 
dangerous three-day route, to face a long 
descent and a sixty mile walk back to our 
Base Camp, without food . Joe and I found 
that our talk recycled around three leit
motifs, depending on mood: "Rub your 
nose against it" (Tom Longstaff); "Was it 
for this, the clay grew tall?" (Wilfred 
Owen); and "Some day, I'm gonna get 
there" (Carole King) . 

Joe is a master of bivouacking, and this 
ability relates as much to the difficulty of 
routes he has done in the past as it does to 
the speed with which he habitually climbs. 
On Changabang, he taught me many tech
niques of self preservation, such as, "always 
find a good pillow". Our ascent turned out 
to be very prolonged, and our ability to 
keep going hinged on the care with which 
we looked after ourselves, in terms of 
warmth, shelter, food, drink and morale. 
Also, as we progressed, we become fitter 
and better acclimatized. We had a selection 
of photographs of the face with us, and we 
referred to these virtually every evening, 
to assess our position and progress, and to 
enable us to discuss the next section. 

When the Liaison Officer and porters left, 
we spent six days ferrying loads from our 
Base Camp at 15,000ft., on to the glacier, 
where we established an Advance Camp at 
17,000ft. We then soloed up some 'difficile' 
mixed ground to establish a camp on the 
ridge that runs into the face, about 1,000ft. 
up, and spent four days stocking that. From 
here, we could look across at the icy North 
Face of Kalanka and the cold granite of 
Changabang's North Face. It would be an 
attractive proposition for the shorts-and
chalk-brigade, at a lower altitude. 

We had brought 1,700ft. of rope with us 
and we spent the next six days running that 
out up some very difficult but superbly 
sound granite. During this time, we were 
leading four pitches each before changing 
over, but our progress was so slow that this 
sometimes meant one of us leading for 
nearly two days in succession. We were 
trying to reach the ice-field half-way up the 
face. To do so, we had to climb four very 
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Left: Views of the W. Face of Changabang, below 
the icefield at half-height. Top left: In a hanging 
belay low on the route. Top right: Boardman 
approaching the overhangs. Bottom right: Tasker 
climbing a ramp pitch after the tension moves. 
Bottom left: The icefield, with Rishi Kot and the 
Rhamani Glacier in the background. 

strenuous pitches through the overhangs 
that guard the foot of that slope. This 
climbing involved two hanging belays and 
a tension traverse. The second pitch, which 
was overhanging, was particularly demand
ing, and we named it the 'Toni Kurz pitch', 
on account of the exhausting and fiddling 
difficulty involved injumaring and abseiling 
around it. The fixed rope was tied off at six 
places in the leaning, stepped roofs. During 
this period, we also had to endure regular 
afternoon storms. Changabang, however, 
simply shook off the resultant precipitation 
with a few snow slides, and we found our
selves descending to Camp I with the 
westerly sun declining, the rock glowing, 
and the valley below us in darkness. 

We were soon back up again, after re
plenishing our supplies, this time pulling 
the ropes up after us and bivouacking in 
hammocks. However, this attempt coin
cided with very bad weather, which made 
it impossible to cook. The restless wind 
that blew constantly around the edge of the 
mountain was particularly fierce, and spin
drift was flying around wildly. After three 
nights, having run out of food and drink, 
we were numb and on the verge of frost
bite and exposure. We had to descend to 
recover, despite the fact that the weather 
seemed to be clearing. 

From then on, apart from an electric 
storm as we passed through Camp 1, the 
weather remained settled, although there 
was always a strong wind. Joe knew from 
the previous_ year that the main winter 
storms could start as early as mid
October. On descending to Base Camp, 

Above: The tent pitched on the hacked out ledge at the top of the icefield. 

we had been overcome with a desire to get 
back up on to the mountain and get it over 
with. We knew that we had sufficient time, 
food and energy for only one more try, but 
we were confident, because we were now 
totally preoccupied with reaching the 
summit of this mountain. How were we 
getting on, in comparison with the Japanese 
the previous spring? We were working 
harder, we were exposed more often to 
more risk, and our route was more sus
tained. Not surprisingly, our attempt was 
turning out to be nearly as prolonged as 
theirs. I was glad I was with Joe, because 
we were both learning together, and ap
proaching our problem with open minds. 
We were not of the older, awesome genera
tion, and I could not have done this climb 
with anyone else. I felt I was doing some-

thing I wanted to do, something that felt 
right for me at that time. Also, I was begin
ning to understand what Heinrich Harrer 
meant when he said: "In the Himalayas, I 
learnt the meaning of loneliness". 

After two days' rest at Base Camp, Joe 
and I went back up on to the glacier, up to 
Camp I and re-ascended the fixed ropes. 
We pulled most of them up after us, leaving 
pegs in place at the points between pitches, 
and attaching large blue marker flags to 
them, so that we could locate them in the 
event of a retreat in bad weather. We hack
ed out a narrow ledge at the top of the ice
field, where we pitched an improvised 
shelter, consisting of the inner tent of our 
Advance Camp tent. Inside this, despite the 
cramped conditions, we could at least cook 
and discuss the route. The isolation of the 

Below: Tasker abseiling down the icefield - "an enforced repetitive ritual, our minds weary and floating". 



Above: The keyhole pitch which marked the end 
of the main technical rock difficulties. 

hammocks in the wind had been demoraliz
ing in comparison. 

I really enjoyed the next seven days. We 
were high on Changabang, committed to 
climbing the steep, 1,000ft. upper tower 
that we hoped would lead to easier, mixed 
ground. The climbing was difficult but 
superb, and the positions were exhilarating. 
Over the next four days, we climbed about 
two or three pitches a day, until we had run 
out our 1,000ft. of terylene line. The most 
frightening part of each day was the long 
period of jumaring in the cold early morn
ing, before the sun arrived : our thin rope 
shuddered across the rough granite, while 
our minds consciously refused to contem
plate the consequences of abrasion and 
equipment failure. Lower down the climb, 

Below: Tasker belays on the mixed ground above 
the last fixed ropes. 
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a piton had popped on me while I was 
jumaring, and I had fallen fifteen feet. On 
another pitch, Joe nearly severed through 
a rope on an arete, while he was fighting 
across a tension traverse. We felt this sort 
of incident to be a constant danger. There 
were also the long abseils in the evening, 
our minds weary and floating, but enforcing 
the repetitive ritual of clipping and un
clipping the systems, with great care. 
Having previously dropped my descendeur, 
I had to struggle, with frost-nipped fingers, 
past knots and pitons and across traverses 
with a karabiner brake. At one point, at a 
change-over between ropes, Joe became 
detached from his jumar in the dark, and 
found himself holding on to the rope with 
one hand. Later on , in the same place, a 
piton came out on me and I turned upside 
down; fortunately, my foot was threaded 
through an etrier loop, which held me. 

The climbing during this period was often 
mixed: a typical section would require, say, 
three or four points of aid, followed perhaps 
by some free climbing, and then maybe 
some ice screws or a terrordactyl on the ice 
that frequently packed the grooves. On two 
occasions, we resorted to tension traverses 
to swing away from a fading crack-line into 
something more suitable. Progress was slow 
but certain. The endeavours and intricacies 
of each pitch became firmly stamped in our 
minds, but, in retrospect, the commitment 
and intensity of the experience stand out as 
having the greatest importance. 

On the fifth day we had a rest, and drank 
in the view down the Rhamani Glacier, past 
the gleaming wall of the still unclimbed 
Rishi Kot, down and across the Rishi 
Gorge to Trisul and Bethartoli Himal. We 
could look across at Dunagiri and down 
the Bagini Glacier towards Tibet. But I 
still hadn't seen Nanda Devi - that would 
have to wait till the summit ridge. Face 
climbs restrict your horizon to 180°, and I 
longed to breathe the freedom of a greater 

panorama. 
The next day, we set off early up the fixed 

ropes. It was my turn to lead in the freezing 
wind, and I slowly edged my way up an 
overhanging groove on the uppermost crest 
of the wall. I looked past Joe, hanging from 
his belay, and on down the 5,000ft. sheer 
drop to the glacier below. Above us, there 
was high cirrus and a halo around the sun -
heralds of a storm. We hoped it would not 
be a big one. Across the 'V' at the top of 
the groove was perched an enormous block. 
I wriggled apprehensively through the hole 
it left and popped out through the 'keyhole' 
on to the snow. The major difficulties were 
over and I was enjoying myself, revelling 
in our control. 

That afternoon, we moved free from the 
fixed ropes up steep mixed ground, finding 
it exhilarating to be moving fluidly as a 
team. The sun followed us upwards and 
we bivouacked on a wind-buffeted crest of 
snow at 22,000ft. It was an intensely cold 
night. 

Next day, October 15, we were cold and 
stiff, but the summit slopes posed no prob
lem and the need to see Nanda Devi drew 
me to the ridge. Yes, it was there, peering 
through the clouds. Joe is not easy to draw 
into small talk, but he did seem pleased. 
Then the storm moved in and, as we left the 
summit, it began to snow, and we turned 
back down the way we had come. It took 
us three days to make a careful descent. 
Camp 2 was reached late that night and 
Camp 1 the following night, four hours 
after darkness. 

Meanwhile, unknown to us, on nearby 
Dunagiri, four members of an American 
expedition had fallen over 2,000ft. to their 
deaths, whilst trying to repeat the original 
Swiss Route up the mountain. As Joe and 
I approached Base Camp in the darkness 
we heard voices and smelt woodsmoke and 
excitedly approached some lights, hurrying 
from our self-imposed wilderness back into 
the world of people. We stumbled into a 
tent full of Italians. There was one Ameri
can woman, Ruth Erb, seated amongst 
them and, as she spoke, it slowly sank in 
why she was there. She had been stranded 
on the mountain after the accident and, 
after two days, had managed to attract the 
attention of a porter on the glacier. The 
porter had summoned help from the 
Italians, and three of them had gone up to 
escort her down. She had arrived one hour 
before us. Here was a tragedy that slapped 
back at us in the face of our success. 

The next day, Joe and I plodded wearily 
back up to 20,000ft. on Dunagiri to where 
the bodies lay, four tiny dots below the 
distant bergschrund. On reaching them we 
saw that they all had severe head injuries 
and had obviously died instantly. There 
was no indication as to how the accident 
had occurred, but they had fallen in two 
roped pairs. We gathered their scattered 
belongings together and slid the bodies 
down the slope, to bury them in a crevasse. 
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All around us the peaks of the Garhwal 
glittered in the late afternoon sunshine. Joe 
and I agreed to say a simple, silent prayer, 
and then trudged down into the gathering 
shadows. 

As we returned, the intensity and single
mindedness of purpose that we had genera
ted in our adventure began ebbing away, 
and I wanted to be home. I was a number 
of weeks late for work at the B.M.C. and 
now I started to worry about my job. Ten 
days later, we arrived in London and I 
phoned the General Secretary at his home 
in Yorkshire. "Peter Pan Boardman, am I 
glad to hear your voice. Come back, all is 
forgiven". 

It is the vogue nowadays to praise small, 
compact expeditions. Nevertheless, the self
appointed, armchair guardians of the ethics 
of Himalayan climbing should show more 
tolerance in their judgements. Actions, in 
climbing, speak far louder than words, but 
people do get killed with appalling ease in 
the Himalayas when ambition drives them 
to follow lines on photographs. It isn't 
always necessary to achieve a stylish ascent 
that can be related historically to the ad
vancement of standards in the sport. The 
Himalayas, 1,500 miles long, and with 
countless objectives, offer one of the last 
spiritually expansive areas of modern 
mountaineering. Here, you can really feel 
that you are going where your nature leads 

you, instead of being pressurized in your 
ambition by ethical squabbles. In the Hima
layas, the star to follow should be the attain
ment of a sense of personal satisfaction and 
enjoyment, and the sole guideline should 
be the preservation of the identity of the 
area and its inhabitants, by avoiding in
sensitive invasion and preventing desecra
tion of the area's sanctity with litter, 
bulldozers and bolts. A 
SUMMARY 
A survey of all five climbs on Changabang and 
Kalanka, in particular of the two-man ascent of 
the West Face of Changabang by Pete Board
man and Joe Tasker, during September1October, 
1976, together with comments on the signifi
cance of these climbs in relation to the devel
oping standards of climbing in the Himalayas. 
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A second article taken from the forthcoming book 
"Climb", by Bob Godfrey and Dudley Chelton 
describes some of the recent advanced developments. 

Colorado 
Free-Climbing: 
The 'Seventies 
28 

THE MAIN CHARACTERISTIC of rock 
climbing in Colorado in the early 1970s was 
a renaissance of free climbing. The direct 
aid techniques of the previous decade had 
made new routes on smaller cliffs a foregone 
conclusion. The outcome was no longer 
really in question : given sufficient time, a 
persistent climber could engineer his way 
anywhere. Just as mankind in general was 
realizing that the world was fast becoming 
a global village, so climbers were witnessing 
the phenomenon of the shrinking cliff: 
one of the effects of the technology of direct 
aid was simply to cut cliffs down to size. 

There was also the environmental effect. 
When chrome-molly hardware came into 
general use, elegant climbs were pounded 

and pulped into scarred travesties of their 
former selves. Tom Frost, writing in the 
1972 American Alpine Journal, pointed out 
that, thanks to the repeated usage of hard 
steel pitons, "on some popular routes it 
looks as though a jack-hammer has been 
used". 

It was hardly surprising, therefore, that 
the concept of environmental degradation 
of rock climbs began to find a ready re
sponse among climbers during the 'seven
ties. There were obvious parallels between 
the concept of rock as a finite resource, and 
the diminishing nature of many other 
valuable resources upon which the quality 
of life depends. Environmental thinking in 
rock climbing paralleled the growing public 

Above and left: The major routes on Redgarden Wall in Eldorado Springs Canyon, a cliff that has 
reflected many of the advances in Colorado climbing over the last fifteen years. The top of tlze Bastille 
can be seen in the lower right-hand corner of the photograph. 

Route First Ascent First Free Ascent Current Grade 
1 Grandmother's Challenge 1963 Kor / Ament / Moore 1968 Erickson / Behrens 5.10 
2 Green Spur 1960 Dornan/ Jackson 1964 Dalke 5.9 
3 Yellow Spur 1959 Kor / Dornan 1967 Dalke * 5.9 
4 Vertigo 1961 Dornan / Lev 1966 Ament/ Briggs 5.11-
4a Vertigo Direct Finish 1973 Barber / Stannard .. 5.10 
5 Super Slab 1961 Kor / Horn 1967 Ament / Smith / Ruwitch 5.10 
6 Grand Giraffe 1960 Kor / Hurley .. 5.9 
7 Ruper 1961 Kor / Culp .. 5.8 
8 Le Toit 1961 Kor / Culp 1971 Ferguson / Putnam / Erickson 5.10 
9 Wisdom 1968 Kor / Ament 1975 Higbee (roof only) 5.11 

10 Temporary Like Achilles 1967 Ament/ Dalke 1974 Bragg / Wunsch (pitch 1 only) 5.10 
11 Psycho 1962 Kor/ Ingalls 1975 Wunsch 5.11 
12 Guenese 1962 Kor / Foreman 1972 Wunsch / Erickson / Stewart 5.10+ 
13 Kloeberdanz 1963 Kor / Dalke 1974 Wunsch / Erickson 5.11 
14 Jules Verne 1967 Ament/ Dalke 1975 Wunsch / Erickson 5.11 
15 T2 1959 Kor/ Roach 1962 Rearick / Culp 5.9 
16 Naked Edge 1962 Kor/ Culp 1971 Erickson / Ferguson 5.11 
17 Diving Boardt 1962 Kor / Dalke 1972 Briggs/ Erickson 5.10 
18 Redguard Route 1956 Bird / Huston et. al. .. 5.7 
19 Genesis 1962 Turner/ Culp 1974 Wunsch / Bragg / Dugan 5.11 
20 C'est la Vie 1962 Ament/ Wheeler 1973 Williams/ Ohlson 5.11 
21 Tagger 1962 Dalke/ Ament 1968 Erickson / Walsh 5.10 

*Robbins and Amen t climbed the general line free in 1964 but avoided the final bolt ladder. **Routes done free 
on the first ascent. t Un-numbered and partially hidden on photodiagram - marked with broken line. 

awareness of ecology and conservation 
issues, and the greening of the rock face 
progressed step by step with the greening 
of America. Also of major importance, free 
climbing in good style re-emphasized the 
aesthetic side of rock climbing which had 
been overshadowed during the piton era of 
the 1960s. 

In contrast to aesthetic and environ
mental considerations, free climbing de
velopments also emphasized the competi
tive side of rock climbing. As style became 
more prescribed, it became easier for com
petitive comparisons to be made between 
different ascents. 

During the early 'seventies, Colorado 
climbers made increasing use of chalk, to 

give sweaty fingers better friction. While 
only a small number of climbers were using 
chalk, there was no real problem, but, as 
more and more climbers acquired the habit, 
hard routes became spotted with white, and 
climbing-by-numbers became the style. At 
each crux, the key-holds were spattered 
with much-fondled patches of whiteness. 
The " powder-puff kids", as Mountain term
ed them, multiplied like rabbits during a 
long winter, and popular cliffs began to 
look like guidebook photographs, with 
white dotted lines tracing the routes! The 
argument that chalk washes off in the rain 
is fallacious, since the material is used most 
frequently on the hardest, overhanging 
routes, where rain rarely penetrates. Habit-
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forming and addictive, the 'white bags of 
courage' became a feature of the decade. 

The same period also saw gross changes 
occurring in the climbing population. In 
the early 1960s, the number of Colorado 
climbers active on high standard, techni
cally difficult rock climbs could be counted 
on the fingers of two hands. In the early 
years of the 'seventies, this number swelled 
into many hundreds. 

Jim Erickson 
The most influential figure in Colorado rock 
climbing during the late 'sixties and early 
'seventies was Jim Erickson. Erickson began 
climbing at Devil's Lake, in Wisconsin, in 
1963, at the age of fourteen. Three years 
later, he led his first 5.10, and was obviously 
a talented rock climber. In 1967, he moved 
to Colorado to become an undergraduate 
at the University of Colorado. His major 
interest was classical music. 

Erickson's first experiences of Colorado 
climbing were not promising. He had to 
retreat from a number of established 
classics, including the first pitch of Red
guard Route (5.7). Eventually he "strug
gled" up the Anthill Direct (5.8), but 
remembers finding it very hard. 

In 1968, he made a trip to the Shawan
gunks and learned that it was possible to 
free climb apparently impossible-looking 
overhangs, in which the 'Gunks abound. 
On his return to Colorado, he thought he 
would try to free climb one of the old aid 
routes. He says: "It turned out that there 
were scores of aid routes that were within 
the free climbing abilities of many other 
climbers in 1968". 

The last two years of the decade were 
formative years for Erickson. He explored 
the guidebook for direct aid routes that 
might succumb to free climbing techniques. 
Rearick, Robbins, Ament and Dalke had 
started this trend during the early 1960s, 
but, between 1968 and 1970, Erickson was 
the only climber in the Boulder area to 
continue to develop it further. He readily 
acknowledges that many of the climbs he 
did were obscure. Climbers had assumed 
that routes done with direct aid by Kor, 
Ament or Dalke must be impossible to free 
climb. In some cases, Erickson was to find 
that this was not true. 
The Naked Edge 
Shortly after Jim Erickson started climbing 
in Colorado, he met Pat Ament. Ament's 
imagination was strong, and he felt that 
the Naked Edge in Eldorado Canyon would 
one day go free. In 1968 this seemed un
thinkable and no one had made a serious 
attempt. As Erickson steadily knocked off 
harder and harder free climbs, a vision of 
free climbing the Naked Edge kept return
ing to him. In 1969, with Barry Harper and 
Ed Wright, he made a free climbing attempt 
on the first pitch, a steep fingercrack. 

Left: The first pitch of Temporary Like Achilles, 
that was first climbed free by John Bragg and 
Steve Wunsch in 1974. 
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Reaching a point two-thirds of the way up 
the pitch, Erickson took a short fall and 
retreated. In the spring of the following 
year, he made a second free climbing 
attempt, this time with his brother, Dave, 
and Kevin Donald, but again the bid failed. 
Success came on his third attempt, in 1971, 
when he and Duncan Ferguson made the 
first free ascent, and in so doing opened up 
the free climbing era of the 'seventies. If the 
Edge could go free - who could say what 
might be feasible? 
"Tainting" 
Prior to the Naked Edge, Erickson had 
been progressively refining his approach to 
free climbing, and falls he took on the 
fourth pitch of that climb had a strong 
effect upon him. Shortly after the success
ful ascent, he decided that falling and lower
ing interfered sufficiently to spoil his sense 
of adventure on new free ascents. He sum
marized his approach in these terms: "I 
would try and do nothing that a climber 
who was soloing could not do". Others 
have espoused this concept, but it leads to 
major limitations if pushed to its furthest 
extreme, which was exactly what Erickson 
chose to do in years following the Naked 
Edge. He became noted for a particular 
trait during this period. If he took a fall 
while attempting a first free ascent, or used 
protection for lowering off, he would not 
return to try and lead that particular pitch. 
He was also one of the very few climbers 
during the early 'seventies who resisted the 
temptation to . use chalk on hard climbs, 
even on first free ascents. During the years 
to follow, he humourously referred to 
transgressions of his climbing principles as 
"tainting". 

Erickson's free climbing criteria may 
seem over-rigorous to climbers steeped in 
earlier mountaineering traditions. It would 
not have been surprising had he stuck to 
these criteria for a while during the early 
'seventies, and then disappeared forever 
from the climbing scene, as many young 
climbers do. But this was not to be the 
case. Erickson has climbed regularly for the 
past ten years, accomplishing more than a 
hundred first free ascents and, with each 
passing year, adhering more and more 

stringently to his free climbing principles. 
Recently, unsure of the value of his con

tribution, Erickson ruefully commented: 
"I sometimes wonder if I've set an example 
which other climbers respect, or if I'm just 
some kind of weird climbing anachronism". 
His concern is needless. His influence has 
contributed in a major way to a quiet 
revolution in Colorado, to the extent that 
a majority of climbers now use free climb
ing techniques. 

Roger Briggs 
In 1964, a young schoolboy named Roger 
Briggs, who had been climbing for a year or 
so, was picnicking with his family at Castle 
Rock in Boulder Canyon. He watched 
open-mouthed as Royal Robbins and Pat 
Ament struggled to free climb Athlete's 
Feat. Two years later, he watched Ament 
leading Supremacy Crack, and then, in 
the same year, accompanied him on two 
difficult climbs, Vertigo and the North
West Corner of the Bastille. He climbed 
regularly after that and, following the style 
of the time, became an accomplished direct 
aid climber. 

However, from these beginnings, Briggs 
subsequently developed into one of the 
leading free climbers of the 1970s. In 1971, 
two months before Erickson and Ferguson 
free climbed the Naked Edge, Briggs free 
climbed a route very close to it - the Diving 
Board. Unwilling to risk having others 
downgrade his free ascent, he rated the two 
difficult pitches 5.9+. 

Duncan Ferguson and Jim Erickson de
cided that the temptation of 5.9 climbing on 
an overhanging wall was too great, even if 
the rock was rather loose and rotten. By the 
time Ferguson started out on the final lead, 
it was late in the afternoon, and a crowd 
had gathered below on the road to watch 
him working on the last section. He could 
not make the final moves and, after con
siderable effort, climbed back down to the 
belay and gave the sharp end of the rope to 
Erickson. The sight of this alone, without 
the battle stories that were to come the 
following day, was enough to ward other 
climbers off the Diving Board for months 
to come. Ferguson was noted for his crack-

Roger Briggs 

climbing ability, and his retreat was a good 
indication of the difficulty of the final lead. 
Erickson's efforts to lead the pitch also 
ended in failure, adding to the aura of 
difficulty. Both Erickson and Ferguson re
fused to use aid to surmount the final five
foot section. Instead they decided to rappel 
to the ground. 

The legends of the Diving Board began 
to grow. The first continuous free ascent 
was not made until a year later, when it was 
done by Briggs and Erickson. Since then, 
Briggs has continued to put up free routes, 
and has established himself as one of 
Colorado's leading free climbers. 

Duncan Ferguson 
Many free climbs of the early 'seventies 
were characterized by moves of extreme 
technical difficulty, although these were 
generally made close to protection and in 
relative safety. In 1971, shortly after the 
second free ascent of X-M in Eldorado 
Canyon, Ferguson and Erickson attempted 
to free climb Wide Country, a direct aid 
route on a blank section of rock between 
the Bastille Crack and X-M. Erickson led 
the first pitch, which gave technically diffi
cult climbing with poor protection. Fer
guson returned in 1972, with Don Peterson, 
to complete the climb. Peterson, who was 
suffering from flu and diarrhoea that day, 
led the second 5.9 pitch - the easiest -
leaving Ferguson to lead the first, third and 
fourth. Peterson attempted to lead the final 
pitch but retreated when, about 30ft. up, 
he pulled off a block which landed on the 
rope and cut it part-way through. Ferguson 
decided to try to lead the pitch anyway. He 
was going great guns, and a "minor inci
dent" like a damaged rope wasn't going to 
stop him. Peterson and he switched ends of 
the rope, and Ferguson led the final pitch, 
fortunately with no falls. 

Ferguson showed little emotion after the 
first free ascent of Wide Country; he simply 
mentioned that, technically, the most 
difficult moves were on the first pitch. 

Wide Country represented a new level of 
a continuing trend in modern rock climb
ing: extreme technical difficulty in poorly 
protected situations. The crux moves were 
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reasonably well-protected, but the climb 
had extended, unprotected run-outs of 5.9 
climbing in situations where a fall would 
have serious consequences. Layton Kor 
had done unprotected difficult moves above 
the lip of the Psycho roof in 1962, and 
Larry Dalke had done unprotected hard 
free climbing on X-M in 1967. Wide Coun
try continued the trend, but was somewhat 
more difficult and more serious than any
thing done before. 

In some ways, Duncan Ferguson in the 
1970s was reminiscent of Larry Dalke in 
the 1960s. Extremely retiring, he climbed 
brilliantly, but assiduously avoided the pub
lic spotlight. Rumours trickled in that he had 
soloed Werksupp (5 .9) on the Bastille, in a 
rainstorm, wearing socks over bare feet. 
He soloed the Windridge, in Eldorado 
Springs Canyon, at night, in a blizzard, 
working by the light of a head-torch. He 
frequently took off by himself to solo other 
routes. Erickson says: "Duncan had more 
natural ability than any climber I have ever 
seen". 

Steve Wunsch 
In 1970, Steve Wunsch appeared on the 
Colorado scene, and steadily worked his 
way through the established 5.9 routes. He 
was tall and lanky, and had a smooth, flow
ing style on difficult rock. In 1971, he made 
the first free ascent of the East Ridge of the 
Maiden, a climb with a long history of 
struggle between bolters and anti-bolters 
during the 1950s. He climbed regularly 
with Erickson, and made the first free as
cent of the first pitch of the Naked Edge, 
prior to the final completely free ascent. 

Between 1970 and 1971, Wunsch pioneer
ed a number of new free routes. In 1972, a 
day of combined effort between Wunsch, 
Erickson, and Scott Stewart culminated in 
Wunsch leading the Guenese roof in Eldo
rado Canyon. Erickson says : "The Guenese 
roof was the most ridiculous looking thing 
imaginable. When we looked up at it that 
day in 1972, I don' t think any of us seriously 
considered that we would even be able to 
free climb the wall up to the roof, never 
mind the roof itself". Guenese crosses a 
large roof which extends along the base of 
Redgarden Wall. This roof was crossed in 
other places by a number of hard aid routes 
of the 'sixties. After Guenese in 1972, 
Wunsch pioneered free ascents of two more 
of these roof routes - Kloeberdanz and 
Psycho. 

In 1973, Wunsch spent an extended 
period of time climbing in the Shawan
gunks, and was strongly influenced by 
John Stannard. Prior to his trip east he had 
been very conservative about falling. He 
would also climb down difficult moves 
rather than lowering off from protection, 

Right: Art Higbee making the first free ascent of 
the roof pitch on Wisdom (5 .11) . Higbee was 
unable to continue over the second overhang and 
the rest of the climb still awaits a free ascent . 
The roof is crossed furth er down by the difficult 
climbs like Pysc/zo, and Kloeberdanz. 
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feeling that in so doing he would become a 
better climber. After his climbing experien
ces in the 'Gunks, Wunsch said: "It was 
obvious that Stannard had become a pretty 
good climber by pushing himself to his limit 
and falling off. I decided to do the same". 
Kloeberdanz 
In 1973, Steve Wunsch began working on 
the Kloeberdanz roof, the next obvious 
break in the overhang at the base of Red
garden Wall. Sporadic attempts had been 
made to free climb the roof since 1971, but 
without success. Excellent protection exis
ted, and the consequences of a fall was a 
spectacular, but safe, plunge through mid 
air beneath the overhang. Wunsch made 
many attempts on the Kloeberdanz roof 
and took an approximate total of fifteen 
falls before finally working out a compli
cated series of moves out to the lip. The 
final solution involved an intricate sequence 
of two successive dynamic moves and heel 
hooks, followed by a strenuous pull on to 
the wall above the roof. Kloeberdanz was 
the first major climb in Colorado where 
dynamic moves were intentionally employ
ed and refined, though undoubtedly there 
had been earlier climbs where desperate, 
unanticipated lunges had been made. 
Wunsch's ascent, after fifteen falls, using 
dynamic moves to reach the lip, seemed an 
ultimate in terms of technical difficulty. 
Many top climbers subsequently attempted 
the roof by various methods, but were 
unable to surmount it. 

Sometime after Wunsch's successful as
cent, Roger Briggs attempted the Kloeber
danz roof. His tape-recorded account tells 
of the remarkable second ascent: 

"My brother and I were attempting the 
Kloeberdanz roof. I'd been trying it 
without much success when a young kid 
came wandering by. We were struggling, 
and I was finding it damned hard. He 
was kind of cocky and said: 'That doesn't 
look too hard. It looks like a jug out 
there on the lip'. I replied: 'It's not a jug. 
Why don't you try it if you think it's that 
easy?' He climbed up and gave it one try, 
the way that Wunsch had done it, but 
couldn't do it. After a short rest, he 
climbed out and found a small hand-hold 
in the middle of the roof. He just hung on 
by one hand, found another hold, reached 
out to the lip of the roof, and pulled over. 
I couldn't believe it. He climbed it stati
cally. I'd been trying the climb for years. 
John Stannard, Erickson, Henry Barber, 
all sorts of people had tried it. Wunsch 
had finally worked out his exotic dyna
mic combination, and everyone thought 
it was the only way to do it. Not only did 
this kid do it, but he did it statically 
without even thinking. Just classic". 
The 'Kloeberdanz Kid', as he came to be 

known, was a high school youngster of 
seventeen, named Dave Breashears. He had 
had little experience on high standard, ex
tended rock climbs at the time, but he was 
a superb boulderer. His technical ability 
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and strength, developed on boulders, had 
enabled him to lead the Kloeberdanz roof 
on sight, with only one fall, leaving the local 
experts shaking their heads in wonderment. 

Dave Breashears 
High up on Mickey Maus Wall, close to 
Eldorado Canyon, is a steep, blank-looking 
wall on which George Hurley had estab
lished his difficult and poorly protected 
Offset in 1970. In 1974, Duncan Ferguson 
led a more difficult and also poorly pro
tected route straight up the steep wall to 
the left of Offset, producing what later be
came known as Duncan Donuts. To the 
left of Duncan Donuts the wall was even 
blanker. Steve Wunsch once commented: 
"It was the kind of buttress that I'd walk 
by and just thank God that no one would 
ever try to climb it". Even in 1974, with the 
tremendous increase in technical standards 
that had taken place, it was hard to imagine 
anyone attempting to lead it. After his as
cent of the Kloeberdanz roof, Breashears 
climbed with Erikson and his style ma
tured. He learned Erickson's careful me
thod of climbing up and down difficult, 
poorly protected pitches, systematically 
working out each move, and being sure 
that he could reverse each one. His bould
ering experience had made him a master of 
climbing on tiny face holds. In 1975, he led 
two new routes, Krystal Klyr and Perilous 
Journey, up the blank wall to the left of 
Duncan Donuts. Of Perilous Journey, the 
1975 guidebook says: "protection imagi
nary". Both routes included sustained 5.9 
climbing, with 5.10 crux moves, and both 
have become recognized as the most serious 
leads in the area. They are important indi
cations of the shape of things to come. 

In 1976, discussing the unprotected diffi
culties of Perilous Journey and Krystal 
Klyr, Wunsch commented: "They seem 
like real jumps into the future to me". 
Erickson, never slow to respond, replied: 
"They sure do; you'd jump right into eter
nity if you fell off either of 'em". 
Jules Verne 
In 1967, Pat Ament and Larry Dalke 
climbed a complicated route on Redgarden 
Wall, between T.2 and the Naked Edge. 
The climb, which they called Jules Verne, 
included 5.9 free climbing and stretches of 
difficult direct aid. Jules Verne was the 
longest route on Redgarden Wall, and was 
the only climb in the guidebook to receive 
a Grade 5 overall rating. 

During the spring of 1972, after the suc
cessful free ascent of the Naked Edge, 
climbers began to consider free climbing 
Jules Verne. Bill Putnam led the first pitch 
in 1972. The crux involved an unprotected 
traverse under the lip of an overhang, with 
the certainty of a ground-fall making it a 
serious lead. 

A few days later, Putnam and Erickson 
climbed the first three pitches of Jules 
Verne to the Meadow, a large ledge half
way up Redgarden Wall. A number of ex-

ploratory attempts were made on the 
fourth pitch and, in 1974, Briggs wrote: 

" ... the fourth pitch ... has turned all 
climbers back. It will demand 25ft. of 
continuous, intricate 5.10 face climbing, 
with a 50ft. to 60ft. fall possible. The 
climbers who have attempted this pitch 
do not doubt that it will be free climbed 
some day. Such an undertaking lies in a 
realm which, seemingly, no man has yet 
entered, and epitomizes well the future 
of rock climbing. 
Had a piton been placed in the fourth 

pitch, for protection, it is likely that the 
pitch would have gone in 1973 or 1974, but 
the nut ethic was by then firmly established. 

Steve Wunsch had made an unsuccessful 
attempt on the fourth pitch in 1973. In 
1974, he returned to attempt Jules Verne 
with Briggs. They reached a point slightly 
higher than the previous high-point, but 
were again unsuccessful. 

In 1975, Wunsch returned to Colorado. 
With John Bragg belaying, he spent most 
of an afternoon working on the fourth pitch 
of Jules Verne, and eventually he was able 
to find placements for two No. 1 stoppers. 

The following day, Bragg did not feel like 
a repeated extended belaying session, and 
declined to return with Wunsch. Jim Erick
son was not willing to attempt to lead the 
pitch, as he had "tainted" on an earlier 
attempt, but he agreed to accompany 
Wunsch and belay for him. Wunsch care
fully climbed up to his high-point, clipped 
into the protection which he had left in 
place the day before, reclimbed the 5.10 
section, made the final difficult move, and 
completed the pitch. They climbed the re
maining four pitches to the top of the wall, 
Erickson leading a difficult 5.10 finger
crack, and all the pitches of Jules Verne had 
been climbed free. Roger Briggs had prev
iously written: "The climb waits for some
one with stainless steel testicles". After the 
successful ascent, Erickson commented: "l 
remember when we got to the top I was 
gonna ask Steve to pull down his pants to 
see if he really did have stainless steel 
testicles". 
Psycho 
Also in 1975, Wunsch returned to the 
Psycho Roof - a route he had attempted in 
1974. Eventually, after a two-day session 
involving approximately twenty short falls 
on to protection bolts left over from the 
original direct aid ascent, Wunsch led the 
roof, employing a sequence of some ten 
very short successive dynamic moves and 
heel hooks, across a series of friable flakes, 
which enabled him to reach a good hold on 
the lip, pull over, and establish himself on 
the wall above. 

Despite his calculated employment of 
leader falls on Kloeberdanz and the Psycho 
roof, Steve Wunsch was a conservative 
climber by 1976 standards and was very 
careful about taking repeated falls. The 
move had to be close to protection, and in 
a situation where he would not hit anything 
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when he came off. On Jules Verne, he took 
no falls and demonstrated a remarkable 
ability to climb down unprotected 5.10 
moves. Some contemporary rock climbers 
are willing to take falls of 20ft. on to pro
tection, and have the ability to remain in 
control. In 1976, 29-year-old Wunsch, 
sounding a little bit like the old man of the 
mountains, and demonstrating how rapidly 
modern rock climbing evolves, ruminated: 
"I think it's fantastic that some of the 
young climbers can take 20 to 30ft. falls 
and stay in control". 

Wunsch's leads of the Kloeberdanz roof, 
the fourth pitch of Jules Verne, and the 
Psycho roof, demonstrated his range of 
approaches and his determination to free 
climb last great problems. Kloeberdanz 
subsequently received other ascents, its 
well-protected security and ease of access 
inviting regular attempts. The fourth pitch 
of Jules Verne, on nuts, is likely to remain 
a serious and rarely attempted lead. On a 
later attempt to repeat Psycho, a key flake 
broke off, and it is questionable if it is now 
possible to free climb the roof; but rock 

climbing history has repeatedly indicated 
that premature predictions only invite con
tradiction. 

Erickson, Briggs, Wunsch and Ferguson 
were the four leading climbers involved in 
Colorado free climbing developments in 
the 1970s, but there were of course many 
others. 1973 was the year when others 
really started to get into the act, and by the 
summer of that year most of the existing 
hard routes had received numerous free 
ascents. Much of the energy focused on the 
Boulder region, and developments in Eldo
rado Canyon have played a part in the 
overall development of Colorado rock com
parable in importance to the developments 
which have taken place on Cloggy in 
Britain over the years. In other parts of 
Colorado, the free climbing game has also 
developed. Standards have been pushed in 
the Garden of the Gods and the Pikes Peak 
district near Colorado Springs, by Jimmy 
Dunn, Earl Wiggins, and company. Near 
Aspen, Lou Dawson, Michael Kennedy 
and Harvey Carter (still active after twenty
five years) pioneered many new climbs. In 

Estes Park, Billy Westbay, Doug Snively, 
and other habitues of Steve Komito's shop, 
made a number of impressive free routes 
on the Estes granite. In Boulder, Pat 
Ament (mistakenly identified as a has
been) surprised the climbing community by 
getting back into top shape in 1976 and 
knocking off most of the hard routes in the 
area. Free soloing came into vogue around 
1974, and many of the hardest routes have 
had occasional unroped ascents. During 
the 'seventies, many of the hardest routes 
have had female leads, but the cloak of 
male dominance is hard to shake off, and 
women climbers have yet to become in
volved in first ascents of hard routes. Since 
1974, the numbers have grown rapidly. In 
the 'sixties, to be able to lead 5.9 was enough 
to make a climber a legend in his own life
time. Today, 5.10 is "trivial", there are 
many 5.11 s, and who would be silly enough 
to try and guess what the future holds? ,A 

SUMMARY 
Colorado: The second article on the develop
ment of free climbing deals mainly with the big 
routes in Eldorado Springs Canyon. 
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A group of Victorian mountaineers and guides including Miss Stratton (centre) who, in 1876, made the first winter ascent of Mt Blanc. Others depicted include 
Miss Emmeline Lewis Lloyd (left) and the Cure of Argentiere (right). 

THE OLD QUEEN'S SUMMIT-BAGGERS 
The Origins of a Sport 

WITH INTERNATIONALISM now as 
much a key-word in mountaineering as it 
is in other fields - and long may it remain so 
- climbers tend to cast questioning eyes at 
the old canard that Britons were as respon
sible for getting things going as Columbus 
was for discovering America. James David 
Forbes, the first Scot (and God protect 
those who call him the first Englishman) to 
penetrate what in the 1840s was still 
darkest Dauphine; Alfred Wills, taking time 
off from his honeymoon to climb the 
Wetterhorn - or what purists must call the 
Hasle Jungfrau, second highest of the 
Wetterhorner; Whymper and Tyndall leap
frogging each other up the Italian Ridge of 
the Matterhorn: all are fine figures but they 
belong to the second rather than the first 
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chapter of the story of mountaineering. So 
the national mood of denigration can be 
supported by the admission that it wasn't 
the British, after all, who 'invented' 
mountaineering. Placidus a Spescha in the 
Todi, and de Saussure on Mont Blanc, may 
have been special cases, but the line runs 
from contemporary triumphs back to them 
and their immediate successors, not to the 
gentlemen who showed what one Victorian 
mountaineer called "the true British 
instinct". 

But a good deal of truth has been thrown 
out with the tommy-rot. If it is not true that 
the British invented mountaineering, a good 
case can be made out, as Arnold Lunn 
claimed decades ago, for their invention of 
mountaineering as a sport. While the 

Meyers and the Hugis, Louis Agassiz and 
the continental equivalent of Uncle Tom 
Cobley and all, were taking their pickings 
in the Pennines and Oberland, the British 
were coming up to the starting tape and 
preparing to make their mark, for reasons 
basically different from those of most con
tinental pioneers and with a boisterous 
enthusiasm that occasionally turns the 
stomach but must have been good fun at 
the time. 

And it was quite a mark they made. 
Claud Schuster, claimed in his Romanes 
lecture on "Mountaineering", that during 
the Golden Age, traditionally opened by 
Wills' ascent of the Wetterhorn and 
Whymper's and Hudson's of the Matter
horn, 88 of 179 Alpine peaks climbed for 



the first time fell to the English and the re
maining 91 to all other nationalities. The 
British, moreover, accounted for most of 
the mountaineering plums around Zermatt 
and Saas. A more selective list, produced by 
Francis Gribble early in this century, 
credited British climbers with 40 out of the 
63 major peaks climbed for the first time. 
Other deep-diggers have compiled com
parable lists. Now it is true that any 
statistician worth the letters after his name 
can turn up the required results without 
falsifying a digit or a decimal dot. Even so, 
the evidence is too substantial to be argued 
away, ignored, or brushed under the carpet. 
During the 1850s and 1860s the British 
made a bee-line for the Alps, expropriated 
the best of the guides for the best of the 
season, carried off a disproportionate per
centage of the trophies, quickly dominated 
the Alpine scene, almost as quickly dropped 
any show of scientific observation as an 
excuse for climbing, and established the 
sport that, after the Matterhorn accident, 
was to bring down the famous condemna
tion of The Times: "But is it life? Is it 
duty? Is it common sense? Is it allowable?" 
That so many serious-minded, middle-class 
Victorians essentially answered with "Yes" 
(and with "No" to The Times' last ques
tion: "Is it not wrong?") suggests that they 
concealed within their marrow even more 
than the usual pigheaded devotion reserved 
by the British for their sports. 

Why did they do it? What was it that 
drove them inexorably on, summer after 
summer, founding their own club, building 
up their rules and traditions, all pulling 
together as though they had sucked in the 
Eton Boating Song with their mother's 
milk? Confident, Christian, at times slightly 
unbearable, they created the sport before 
any lull in scientific investigation, combined 
with what Whymper forecast as the lack of 
"any great new mountains to climb", had 
the chance of relegating mountain-climbing 
to a transitory phase of physiological and 
glaciological research. 

There is, of course, a simple answer. It 
is easy to explain the British upsurge as 
merely the natural expression of healthy 
men who discovered a new way of taking 
hard exercise amid fine scenery. However, 
simple explanations are unfashionable. 
Something more is nowadays required. In 
this case it can be found partly in the social 
ingredients of the age, and partly in the 
slightly constipated prose that distinguishes 
many accounts of the pioneers' expeditions. 

One idea should be scotched at the start. 
The spice of danger, an essential com
ponent of what might be called the 'torea
dor' approach to mountaineering, had little 
place in the Victorian ethos. To court 
danger was bad form; an accident brought 
a black mark and was regarded as a sign of 
inefficiency. Casualties were rare, usually 
unforgivable, and Frederic Harrison could 
correctly write of Alpine climbing in 1864: 
"Its supposed dangers are mere visions of 

the benighted lowlander. Its real risks are 
indeed small to the skilful and prudent 
man. The foolhardy blunderer will find 
dangers in street-crossing. The accidents in 
the Alps are nothing to those of the 
hunting-field and even of the moor. Far 
more men die of gunshot wounds in a 
month than fall into crevasses in a season. 
No doubt the Alpine accidents when they 
do happen, are of a very frightful kind. But 
a man may as well be killed beneath a 
precipice one thousand feet high as at the 
bottom of a fenced ditch." The statistician 
will consider the difference between num
bers then at risk in the Alps and on hunting
field or moor. Nevertheless, point taken. 
Danger, as an appetizer, was out. 

Very different was the attraction of con
quest for its own sake, conquest in an age 
in which man was apparently becoming 
increasingly triumphant over nature; and, 
more important, not only man in general 
but Englishmen in particular. In today's 
run-down state of the nation it is difficult 
to appreciate British buoyancy in the mid-
1850s or the euphoria created by the Great 
Exhibition of 1851. Within the next few 
years the country was to be floundering in 
the Crimean War (which pushed income
tax up to the staggering rate of nearly 6%), 
the Indian Mutiny was tearing the sub
continent apart and, on the face of it, 
Britain should have been pretty poorly. 
Not a bit of it. On a sea of commercial in
novation - and an ocean of the poor - she 
sailed on triumphantly. In such a climate 
surely there was nothing that her country
men might not accomplish, no continental 
Alp that would dare resist their attentions? 
Hereford George, the first editor of The 
Alpine Journal, had few doubts about the 
situation. "The climbing spirit," he ex
plained, "like the love of all kindred 
pursuits, is essentially a form of that 
restless energy, that love of action for its 
own sake, of exploring the earth and sub
duing it, which has made England the great 
colonizer of the world, and has led indivi
dual Englishmen to penetrate the wildest 
recesses of every continent." Francis Fox 
Tuckett, discussing mountaineering, asked, 
"whether we owe it to our Anglo-Saxon 
blood, as some may hold", and took the 
answer for granted. T. S. Kennedy, arriving 
at the Grands Mulets and finding that a 
foreigner was ahead, remarked: "The true 
British instinct came upon us that he must 
be caught before reaching the top". And 
William Mathews, writing in that pemmican 
of Alpine literature, Peaks, Passes and 
Glaciers, commented that "there is nothing 
in the world so provoking to an English
man who has climbed up a hill to get a 
view, as to find an elevation of greater 
elevation just out of his reach". Not too 
much should be made of single examples, 
but it is clear that the thought of lesser 
breeds having comparable feelings was not 
so much unthought as unthinkable. 

All this helps to explain the belief, held 

by so many of the Victorian pioneers, that 
Nature would be disregarding its proper 
laws if it held off too long the attacks of a 
properly-led British party. And so Whymper 
was to feel Carrel's "bamboozling" of him 
with the Italian party in 1865 as a national 
affront as much as a personal betrayal. E. H. 
Whitwell, accidentally discovering in 1871 
that the American Miss Brevoort was pre
paring to make the first woman's ascent of 
the Matterhorn, then hurrying to warn the 
English Miss Walker so that she could 
scoop the pool, was doing no more than 
his patriotic duty. The climate within which 
it was taken for granted that the British 
would succeed did create a few handicap 
points for the rest of the field. Morale 
counts as much on a mountain as on a 
battlefield. 

Even so, just why did they create the 
new game of mountaineering? Although 
there were not quite as many reasons as 
there were mountaineers, there were a good 
number. Some men genuinely came as 
scientists, but stayed as sportsmen. Tyndall 
was perhaps the best example. Tuckett, 
draped with his instruments like a modern 
hardman with ironmongery, was another. 
Bonney, reporting that he had made 110 
ascents in the Alps and crossed more than 
170 passes, says that his aim was, "at first 
... to study (the Alps') physical structure, 
and especially the erosive effects of ice". 
But he steadily developed a more purely 
sporting interest. 

For a while, nearly everyone made a 
show with at least some scientific observa
tions. As Schuster has pointed out, 
"Victorian climbers found it difficult to 
justify indulgence in pleasure unless it was 
combined with the pursuit of scientific 
truth. It would have shocked them to dis
cover that they climbed because they liked 
it." But there were exceptions. Leslie 
Stephen not only climbed because he liked 
it, but said so - and touched off Tyndall's 
ratty resignation from the Alpine Club by 
his mock-account of a climb: "The tem
perature was approximately (I had no ther
mometer) 212 degrees Fahrenheit below 
freezing point. As for ozone, if any existed 
in the atmosphere, it was a greater fool 
than I take it for." 

But what exactly was it that Stephen -
and the others for that matter - really did 
like? Most of the British pioneers, reared 
in the expectation of being strong silent 
men, were cautious at revealing what inner
most thoughts they recognized. Even Leslie 
Stephen himself, whose Alpine writings 
stand out from the heavy seas of Alpine 
literature like Rockall looming above the 
North Atlantic breakers, has to be read 
within the context of his own religious rise 
and fall. 

One motive was of course the escape from 
everyday life. "Men whose whole lives are 
passed in brain-work, for a short season 
find themselves realizing the condition of 
the millions who labour for their daily 
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Above: Leslie Stephen - one of the more colour
ful figures of the Golden Age. His sarcastic quip 
"as for the ozone, if any existed in that atmos
phere it was a greater fool than I take it for" so 
enraged Professor Tyndall that he resigned from 
the Alpine Club. 

bread, and whose lives depend on their 
manual activity," Frederic Harrison noted. 
"Men whose existence is so utterly artificial 
that social forms acquire to them the force 
of laws of nature are suddenly placed in 
positions where these social forms are as 
preposterous as they would be in a battle 
or a shipwreck." Put bluntly, they had to 
talk with the guides even though at home 
they rarely talked with the servants. 
Another point, noted by Lunn with his 
usual quick eye for essentials, is that the 
vast majority of early Alpine Club members 
were city-dwellers. "The country Squire, in 
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close touch with nature," he has written, 
"did not feel the same need for an antidote 
to the spiritual maladies of an industrial 
civilization." 

The longing to escape from the dark 
Satanic mills, or even from the sober routine 
of the Inns of Court, thus helped to get the 
sport of mountaineering, as it were, off the 
ground; then, as now, many men took to the 
Alps for no more than the simplest of 
holiday reasons. "My chief motive for 
Alpine travel was health," confessed Oscar 
Browning, "and as to its beneficial results 
in that respect there can be no doubt. I 
could not have got through my work at 
Eton without it." And even Tyndall, one 
of the quicksilver brains of the time, 
suggested much the same thing when he 
wrote that speculating in the Alps got the 
brain working faster than it did at lower 

altitudes. "The aspects of Nature are more 
varied and impressive in Alpine regions 
than elsewhere," he explained. 

At this point he was getting fairly close 
to the knuckle. The variety of Nature at 
high altitudes helped many men in the 
contemplation of those deep religious prob
lems which provided so many Victorian 
minds with the intellectual roughage they 
required. Hereford George saw in moun
taineering a means by which men could 
see more clearly "that above and beyond 
all law rises the supreme will of the 
Almighty lawgiver". Wills on the Wetter
horn found himself "as in the more imme
diate presence of Hill! who had reared this 
tremendous pinnacle", a feeling not solely 
due to the fact that he had to watch his feet 
carefully. When the young John Birkbeck 
slid 1,800ft. on the Col de Miage and 
luckily survived, his friend Charles Hudson 
put down the escape to a "long chain of 
providential arrangements due ... surely to 
Him who guides and protects us day by 
day" - a protection which He failed to 
provide on the Matterhorn four years later. 

It has been pointed out, more than once, 
that the religion of the British pioneers 
caused them - through the associations of 
both Old and New Testaments - to link 
mountains with divinity. Thus the sport of 
mountaineering could, to mix metaphors, 
be played quite naturally with a straight 
religious bat. Yet the cosy relationship, 
which at times was rubbed home a little 
hard, had its mirror-image. If the 1850s 
opened with the Great Exhibition they 
ended with Darwin's Origin of Species, a 
block-buster of a book which demanded 
that all but the most unthinking should 
take a fresh look at their religious Standing 
Orders. Thus the Alps had it both ways. 
Those who hung on to their faith found 
that the noble thoughts which mountains 
evoked, and the suggestion of the hereafter 
which the imagination sometimes added, 
reinforced their beliefs. Those who let go -
notably Stephen - found in the Alps a 
spiritual substitute for what they had lost. 
Believer tended to meet unbeliever over the 
table d'hote and if only the tape-machine 
had come a century earlier some splendid 
battles could have been recorded for 
posterity. 

Some evidence for these motivations 
can be found in the writings of the pioneers 
themselves. But there may be another one, 
its existence more speculative and in the 
nature of things not easily amenable to 
proof. It concerns - horresco referens, as 
Archer Thomson wrote in Climbing in the 
Ogwen District when he mentioned a 
maiden's breast being torn off - the ever
discussible subject of sex. The nub of the 
matter was, as one might say, laid down 
once again a decade ago by Piet Hein in the 
lines: "The human spirit sublimates/the 
impulses it thwarts ;/a healthy sex life 
mitigates/the lust for other sports." 

Now the Regency, an uproarious period 



bristling with bosoms and good-will, ended 
when the Regent was transformed into 
George IV in 1820. But modified good 
times went on through William IV's reign 
and it was only with the accession of Vic
toria in 1837 that there took place a change 
of climate - for better or for worse accord
ing to taste. Of course, not too much should 
be written into this. By 1850, Victoria her
self had not yet hardened into the inflexi
bility of not being amused; neither had 
those who aped her with the anthropoid 
enthusiasm of contemporary pop fans. Yet 
it is a fair assumption that the middle-class 
manufacturers who waxed rich on develop
ing the inventive genius of the Great 
Exhibition, and the surrounding entourage 
of professional men, led lives rather more 
sexually restrained than those of their pre
decessors. Whether this played a part in 
driving them up the Alps is no doubt un
provable. Even so, Freud once commented 
that "every collector is a substitute for Don 
Juan Tenerio - so too the mountain
climber, the sportsman and so on. These 
things are erotic equivalents . . . " But 
Freud, whose interpretation of the uncon
scious still lay like a time-bomb half-a
century ahead, was only born in the year 
that Wills' account of his climbs was pub
lished. The Victorians climbed innocently 
unaware of this particular motive. Even so, 
had they known, they would probably have 
approved. A good run round the block has 
for long been considered a remedy for all 
sorts of troubles. 

However, the patriotic urge to be first 
on the top, the desire to see human life from 
the other end of the telescope, and the 
sublimation of you-know-what, even when 
totted up together, still seems to require 
something more before the 'why' of the 
sport's genesis is fully explained. It is pro
vided, unfashionably, in the words ofF. W. 
Bourdillon - words of which the pioneers 
would fully have approved had they been 
able to stumble them out, and not too em
barrassed to acknowledge them. Bourdillon, 
living mid-way between them and us, 
wrote of "the ideal joy that only mountains 
can give - the unreasoned, uncovetous, un
wordly love of them we know not why, we 
care not why, only because they are what 
they are, because they move us in some way 
nothing else does". 

It may be unsatisfactory that something 
akin to mysticism, and only loosely linked 
to religious faith, should be brought into the 
argument; indeed, with the exception of 
Stephen, few figures look less mystic, or 
write less mystically, than the well
cushioned mountaineers of the Golden 
Age. Yet, like it or not, it's the final bit of 
the jig-saw. A 
SUMMARY 
A discussion of the attitudes and motivations 
that guided Victorian mountaineers during their 
active period of Alpine exploration during the 
last century. 
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BROAD PEAK (26,400ft.) is the enormous 
triple-headed 'Breithorn' of the Baltoro. 
Martin Conway introduced the name in 
1892 and it has since been accepted not 
only by the Survey of India, but generally 
throughout the world. It would be prefer
able, though, to refer to the mountain by 
its Balti name, Falchan Ri. 

After some controversy about its height 
and repeated photogrammetric measure
ments, 26,400ft. seems to be an acceptable 
figure for the main summit. The Central 
Peak rises to about 26,247ft., the height 
attributed to it by Ardito Desio (26,121ft.) 
being almost certainly too low. The North 
Peak is both shapely and challenging, but 
much lower - 24,732ft, according to 
Desio. In 1939, G. 0 . Dyhrenfurth pro
posed the Western Spur as a feasible 
route: " .. . this Spur is certainly climbable 
and offers a direct route, free from ava
lanche danger, through the lower belt of 
precipices to the great snow-terrace of the 
Western Face . . . " (Ba/toro, p. 71). Dr. 
Karl M. Herrligkoffer, organizer of an 
attempt by a team of Germans and 
Austrians in 1954, did not share this 
opinion. His thrust originated from Con
cordia, taking a north-easterly direction 
across the western Falchan Glacier. That 
this route should - according to Herr
ligkoffer - offer the best or perhaps only 
chance for success has been strongly 
contested by Dyhrenfurth, who drew his 
conclusions during the 1934 Karakoram 
expedition. The approach to the upper 
snow-terrace is endangered by avalanches 
and falling ice; it is practically impassable 
in early summer and, although possible 
in the fall, it is precarious at best. On this 
occasion the main reason for failure was 
the excessively late season, with the 
inevitable heavy storms and polar tempera
tures. The attempt was abandoned on 
November 6, at 23,000ft. There were 
several narrow escapes : Ernst Senn fell 
300ft. with only superficial damage, and 
Sepp Maag and Rudolf Marek emerged 
safely after a fall into a crevasse. The most 
important results seem to have been the 
surveys made by W. Kick, the engineer; 
but these were carried out, quite in-
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dependently of the main expedition, in the 
Chogo-Lungma Range, fully 80 miles away 
to the west. 

Falchan Ri (Broad Peak) was the main 
objective of the 1957 Karakoram Expedi
tion, set up under the auspices of the 
Austrian Alpine Club (Osterreichischer 
Alpenverein, not to be confused with the 
dsterreichischer Alpenk/ub). The small , but 
exceptionally strong team, consisting of 
Marcus Schmuck (leader), Fritz Winter
steller, Kurt Diemberger and Hermann 
Buhl, wanted to make the attempt without 
high-altitude porters and without oxygen 
apparatus, by way of the Western Spur, 
the route recommended so highly by 

G. 0. and Norman Dyhrenfurth 
discuss the dramatic history of 
one of the major peaks of the 

Karakoram 

Dyhrenfurth. What could not be foreseen 
in 1939 was the emergence of the new 
State of Pakistan (1947) and its firm ruling 
against the entry of Sherpas. That a small 
expedition should be able to succeed on a 
difficult eight-thousander, with the climbers 
themselves doing all the heavy load
carrying, was something considered utterly 
impossible in the early days. It was an 
extraordinary performance indeed, the 
way the four Austrians - relaying loads of 
601b. and more day after day - established 
three high camps and provided them with 
everything needed on the mountain : 
Camp 1 ('Tooth Camp') at 19,029ft, 
Camp 2 ('Cornice Camp') at 20,998ft. on 
the edge of the Snow Plateau, and Camp 3 
above the steep 'Ice Chapel' at 22,802ft. 
By May 28, the highest camp was ade
quately stocked for a summit bid. A 
hard-earned day of rest might have been 
preferable, but, in their eagerness to take 
advantage of the perfect weather con
ditions, the climbers left for the top at 
5 o'clock on the following morning. It was 
bitterly cold. The last 800ft. to the col 
between Central and Main Summit -
considered "somewhat problematical" by 
Dyhrenfurth - turned out to be just that 

and possibly more so. Verglas on steep 
rock - grade 4 at least - required the 
utmost care, but Wintersteller, by virtue 
of his superb condition, managed to 
overcome all difficulties and secured the 
route with 270ft. of fixed ropes. The col 
(at about 25,591ft) was gained at last at 
5.0 p.m., when the weather broke. Winter
steller and Diemberger doggedly fought 
their way up to a promontory (at about 
26,346ft) on the North Ridge. Dense fog, 
driving snow and impending darkness - it 
was 6.30 by then - left them no choice 
but to turn back. By 9.30 p.m. - after a 
very hazardous retreat - everyone was 
back at Camp 3. The next day they 
returned to Base for a period of re
cuperation, and to await favourable 
weather conditions. 

On June 8, Camp 3 was reoccupied, 
this time by early afternoon, which left 
the party with sufficient daylight hours to 
make final preparations for the summit 
assault. June 9 - Whit Sunday - was to be 
the day of decision . They were off by 
3.30 a .m. A major problem was the bitter 
cold, particularly for Buhl, who was not 
in his customary top condition and was 
suffering greatly from cold feet, a direct 
result of the serious frost-bite injuries he 
sustained on Nanga Parbat. Aided by the 
previously fixed rope, Schmuck and Winter
steller managed to reach the col, where 
they stopped for a long rest. The climb 
beyond to their previous high-point was 
sheer torture, and the slightly higher 
Main Summit to the south-east turned 
out to be quite some distance away. At 
last, that final stretch of connecting ridge, 
with its many ups and downs, lay behind 
them and, shortly after 5 p.m., the pair 
set foot on the Main Summit, slightly 
below a huge, overhanging cornice. 

The others had reached the col by 1.30. 
Buhl - known throughout the moun
taineering world for his phenomenal 
speed - was so completely done in that 
he required an hour's rest. Diemberger 
remained with him. They started up again 
at last, but at a snail's pace. At Buhl's 
insistence, Diemberger, the younger and 
stronger of the two, forged on to continue 



Above: Broad Peak (North, Central and Main), 
seen from the base camp of the 1976 Polish K2 
Expedition. Photo: Janusz Onyszkiewicz 

the climb alone. While Buhl stayed back, 
Kurt Diemberger dashed up the summit 
ridge in less than half-an-hour, reaching 
the top just as Schmuck and Wintersteller 
were about to descend. Unbelayed, and 
without a thought for his personal safety, 
Diemberger stepped up to the huge summit 
cornice which overhung the Shaksgam 
side and proceeded to cover a 360° 
panoramic view in still photographs, 
obtaining a series of excellent colour pictures 
which have lasting geographical signifi
cance. 

Diemberger in fact climbed the highest 
point of Broad Peak twice. On his way 
down he met Hermann Buhl who, despite 
the late hour, and been dragging himself 
inch by inch up the final ridge. It took 
every bit of his famous, near-legendary 

Right: Broad Peak (Central and Main), with the 
Austrian Route marked with a dotted line and the 
Polish Route with a solid line. Crosses mark the 
points where accidents took place. Photo : Kasi
mierz Glasek 
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Above: The final slopes of Broad Peak Main seen 
from above the col on the Central summit. 
Photo: Kazimierz Glazek 

strength and willpower. Without a word, 
Diemberger turned around and went back 
up with his good friend. At 7.0 p.m., they 
stood side by side on the very top of that 
great mountain, at that time the fourth 
eight-thousander scaled by climbers from 
Austria. Nanga Parbat had been climbed 
in 1953, Cho Oyu in 1954, Gasherbrum II 
in 1956, and now Falchan Ri (Broad Peak): 
an impressive record indeed: Dark shadows 
moved up from the valleys, only the 
highest mountain tops reflected the fiery 
red rays of the setting sun. The shadow 
pyramid of the peak beneath their feet 
extended to the far reaches of the horizon. 
It was an instant of fantastic and moving 
beauty, defying description, the crowning 
glory of Hermann Buhl's unique and 
proud life that was to end only eighteen 
days later. On the June 27, 1957, after an 
unsuccessful summit bid on Chogolisa 
with Diemberger, Buhl went down with a 
big cornice during their retreat in heavy 
mist and driving snow ... 

In July, 1975, a group of Polish climbers 
made the first ascent of Falchan Ri's 
Central Peak, but it was a success that 
was marred by tragedy. The lower part of 
the Polish route followed the Western Spur 
taken by the 1957 Austrian party, but, once 
the great snow terrace was reached, the 
Poles turned left to take a more direct 
line towards the col (25,591ft) between 
the two peaks. At 3.0 a.m. on July 28, 
six climbers, Kazimierz Glazek, Bohdan 
Nowaczyk, Janusz Kulis, Marek Kesicki, 
Andrzej Sikorski and Roman Bebak, set 
out from their final camp (Camp 3 at 
24,200ft.) for the final summit push. All 
the signs pointed to a period of settled 
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weather. Despite generally low tem
peratures, however, the snow was found 
to be very soft, and the progress towards 
the col was slow and arduous. At a point 
some 1,000ft. below the col, the climbers 
decided to dump some of their equipment 
(ropes, spare clothing, bivouac gear, and 
so on), in order to speed up their progress. 
They reached the final steepening below 
the col in the early afternoon and, at this 
point, Roman Bebak decided to return 
alone to Camp 3, leaving the other five 
climbers to continue. The final steepening 
was climbed by an ice gully and the col 
was eventually reached at 4.0 p.m. Up to 
this point the weather had been good, 
though slight wisps of cloud indicated the 
possibility of deterioration. Nevertheless, 
convinced that the weather would hold, 
and despite the lateness of the hour, the 
climbers pressed on along the final ridge 
of Broad Peak Central. 

The ridge has two major difficulties: a 

huge overhanging rock block just above 
the col, and another rock step just below 
the summit. Both were turned on the left 
(west) side with Grade 4 sup. climbing. 
In between, the ridge gave mixed climbing 
with some pronounced cornices on the 
north-east side. The final rock step was 
climbed by Glazek and Kulis, who then 
moved together up the final few feet to the 
summit, which they reached at 7.30 p.m. 
The weather had turned bad shortly 
before this, with strong winds, deteriorating 
visibility and snow flurries. The other three 
climbers apparently stayed in the shelter 
of the final rock step while Kulis and 
Glazek climbed the last section. Thereafter, 
the fight for survival began. The climbers 
fought their way back down the summit 
ridge in near blizzard conditions and 
violent winds. At 9.0 p.m. they reached 
the rock step just above the col. Here, they 
rigged up an abseil, in order to descend 
on the north-east side, which was more 

sheltered from the wind. By this time it 
was dark and, as they reached the foot of 
the abseil, the climbers moved off one 
by one towards the col. It was only when 
the last man, Nowaczyk, failed to appear 
that his fellow climbers realized something 
had gone wrong. Returning to check, they 
found that their companion had dis
appeared, along with the abseil ropes. It 
seems that he fell, either because the 
anchors failed, or because he was blown 
off by the violent winds as he was starting 
the abseil. With their only ropes gone, 
the climbers were powerless to leave the 
col until daybreak. 

At 6.0 a.m., after a bitter night on the 
col, protected only by their clothing 
(they were unable to dig ice caves), the 
climbers started looking for Nowaczyk 
and the vital ropes. But the continuing 
snow-storm hampered their efforts, and 
they could find no trace of the missing 
climber. Desperate measures were called 
for, as the descent gully was full of loose 
snow and in dangerous condition. Tying 
together all their slings and unravelling 
their harnesses, they eventually managed 
to construct a makeshift rope. In the 
afternoon, they began the descent. The 
first man down was Glazek. After three 
hours he got down 300ft. and reached a 
point suitable for a bivouac. But behind 
him, the other three climbers, Kesicki, 
Sikorski and Kulis, were finding the 
going hard, and Sikorski slipped, knocking 
off the other two. Only Kulis survived the 
fall, coming to halt some 150ft. below 
Glazek. The two survivors were then 
forced to endure a second "nightmarish" 
bivouac, this time in a snowhole. The 
following morning, they continued down, 
by now badly frost-bitten. 300ft. below 
they found the body of Sikorski, lying 

Above: A photomontage of K2 and Broad Peak 
seen from near Concordia. Photo: Ian McNau
g!,t Davis. Right: The north-east slopes of Broad 
Peak ( Central and North) seen from K2. Photo: 
Janusz Onyszkiewicz 

head down and partially covered by 
snow. Although he had head wounds 
they were not sure that he was dead, and 
tried for some time to revive him by 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation and heart 
massage. They found no trace of Kesicki 
beyond a few tufts of hair and some 
blood-stains, and it seems that he had 
gone on falling and eventually slipped 
over the ice cliffs below. Kulis and Glazek 
finally managed to regain Camp 3 and 
their friends. Both were badly frostbitten 
and Kulis subsequently lost nearly all his 
toes. 

The most recent attempt on Broad Peak 
was made in 1976 by a small French 
expedition, led by Yannik Seigneur. This 
climb has not been well reported, but 
it seems that the party originally intended 
to make an attempt on the South-West 
Spur (the route first tried by Herrligkoffer ' 
in 1954) and then traverse the Main and 
Central summits. In the event, however, 
they limited themselves to repeating the 
Austrian Route to the summit of Broad 
Peak Main, but, when they reached the 
summit ridge they were turned back, 
seemingly by strong winds or other 
difficult conditions. 
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Ascent 1975/76 

Edited by Allen Steck, Lito
Tejada Flores, Jim Stuart and 
Steve Roper 

Sierra Club Books: $8.95 

Over the last decade, Ascent has 
remained one of mountain pub
lishing's most delicious and 
hopeful dishes. The biggest and 
most sumptuous yet contains 
over a hundred pages of articles, 
poems, photographs and other 
illustrations. Its very bulk de
mands an effort of digestion. 
Ascent has always tried to re
flect a wide variety of attitudes 
and approaches to rock climb
ing and mountaineering, and 
this pluralism is maintained. As 
the years have passed, though, 
there has been a tendency for 
the magazine to branch out from 
its West Coast concerns, so that 
it now encompasses a represen
tative sample of much of Ameri
can mountaineering. These days, 
Yosemite plays a much lesser 
part than was once customary. 
As the content has been allowed 
to branch out, so there has been 
a drift towards 'seriousness', 
though much that is light
hearted remains. 
It is fitting that in an edition 
which tends to proceed from big 
mountain seriousness, through 
rock climbing to the imaginative, 
with illustrations partly suiting 
and partly punctuating that 
model, the beginning is Chris 
Jones, on days of storm and epic 
on North Twin, North Face. Text 
and photographs have an Eiger
like grimness. The drawings that 
follow, of 'Dream Ascents', seem 
close to nightmare; and it is with 
relief that one reaches an article 
about a fine sounding new route 
on Tuolomne Meadows. One 
can hardly take seriously Tom 
Higgins' "in gladness I finally 
may say goodbye". 
After this first cycle, Fred Beckey 
surveys the South Alaska 
Ranges, in a technical article 
with fine pictures and a hint of 
great possibilities. Against his 
"composite granitic batholith 
nearly one thousand miles long" 
is set 'Poontanga', which is a 
whimsical treatment of the ima
gined letters of a Himalayan ex
plorer, H umbolkin, who ventured 
there with "two Serbians, an 
Afghan, a Croatian dwarf, an 
unemployed fortune-teller 
named Friggo, a Viennese and 
three faithful Sherpas". Hum
bolkin climbs his peak, but dies 
in "that moment of exultation 
that few of us are ever privileged 
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to experience". Though it sends 
up the Himalayan romanticism 
that can be such a bore, it is a 
little precious too. Rock climb
ing is allowed to explode in 
'Songs of the Vertical Desert', 
and Outward-Bound-sounding 
Harvey Manning talks of leader
ship: "Stick at climbing long 
enough and one is likely to be 
dragged into the Great Leader
ship Debate ... the first draft of 
the leadership chapter was 
written by Frank, who saw man 
as deeply flawed." 
Galen Rowell's account of a first 
ascent on Mount Dickey is 
another epic, but it differs from 
most gruelling accounts by 
stabbing in an unusual direction. 
Rowell looks closely at his com
panions and, maybe, himself; 
climbers are seen to "overdose 
on confidence" - what an ad
mission ! Beyond this epic lies 
death, in Jeffrey Long's 'Resur
rection', in which Kurz, the 
central character, is dead from 
the outset, buried deep in a 
glacier in the company of other 
unfortunates. He is a mighty ice 
climber, always seeking the grey 
slit of exit:" ... lifting, he danced 
absolutely fearless on glass ... 
for what had he to fear?" 
Yosemite gets a bad press: "It 
is simply a one-by-five-mile 
vertical gymnasium with car 
campers in the bleachers." But 
so does the Baltoro: 
"canine teeth of unkind peaks ... 

a glacier season gone, 
only wild roses to bring 
back from the Baltoro." 

The pictures attending this 
poetic piece make Paiju, Mus
tagh Tower and Gasherbrum 
as formidable and untouchable 
as high fashion models. 
There may be a faltering in 
'Smiley's Initiation', which is 
about one of those climbers who 
rarely emerges but is great, and 
zany beyond English is 'Loque 
el alinista tendra'. There follows 
a plug for the new book, Climb!, 
in the form of great pictures of 
'Death and Transfiguration', then 
there is an ascent of a desert wall 
where the hint of nostalgia 
creeps back : "The Golden Age 
of the Red Rocks has surely 
passed. Joe Herbst, author of 
nearly all the area's hundred odd 
routes, was taking up tennis." 
Beyond that still is the arctic 
wilderness again, and two arti
cles on the Eiger - one about 
another climb, the other about 
that film: "Finally there's Clint 
(Eastwood), .44 magnum traded 
for an ice axe ... Perhaps the 
gods look out for those without 

consciences, but who try." 
As revealing as any part of Ascent 
is its finale. Nineteen rather syn
chronized reviews of what are 
considered to be the more im
portant books out of the recent 
spate. The European autobio
graphy is criticized for its un
willingness to reveal much about 
its author's feelings. Most of 
the reviews have strength, critical 
awareness and developed cri
teria to apply to their subjects. It 
is a good finale, structured and 
controlled, of some value to 
mountaineering literature, which 
seems so often to run the risk of 
complete banality - but then few 
sports have a literature at all. 
Long may Ascent and the power
ful and sensitive American 
climbing scene continue in their 
efforts to sustain one. 
Paul Nunn 

Men, Myths and Mountains 

by Ronald W. Clark 

Weidenfeld & Nicolson: 
£9.95 
T. V. Crowell (U.S.): $16.95 

Any new book from Ronald Clark 
merits serious consideration. 
Clark, author of The Victorian 
Mountaineers and The Alps, as 
well as of major biographies of 
Albert Einstein and Bertrand 
Russell, has this time chosen a 
truly ambitious theme - nothing 
less than a complete history of 
world mountaineering. As if this 
were not a daunting enough 
task in itself, he has also 
attempted to define and 
comment upon the underlying 
trends and movements that 
were and still are taking place. 
Inevitably, Clark is strongest on 
the subjects that he knows best, 
particularly Alpine history, but 
he has obviously done a lot to 
keep up with events in other 

areas, by means of extensive 
reading and research. However, 
the book has been criticized in 
America (see John C. Mills in 
Off Belay), both for inaccuracies 
in its account of American climb
ing and for its British/ Alpine 
bias. Australian climbing, for ex
ample, doesn't even get a 
mention, and two of the top 
mountaineers of recent years, 
Haston and Messner, get res
pectively seven and two 
references, a small but particu
larly revealing indication of pro
British bias. 
When he comes to the present 
day, the author lays considerable 
emphasis on the peripheral 
issues of the contemporary 
climbing scene - such as ethics, 
climbing walls, television, the 
environment, education and 
commercialization-and he relies 
heavily on quotations from other 
sources on these subjects. These 
are indeed important issues, but 
they should not be allowed to ob
scure the tremendous scope and 
variety of the climbing activity 
currently going on throughout 
the world. It seems out of pro
portion to devote as much 
space to the tele-spectaculars 
of the last few years (almost 
entirely British) as to mountain
eering in Japan (for which the 
author deserves credit for having 
done some research - but more 
coverage would have been 
welcome). 
Nevertheless, it is interesting to 
see how an alert but uninvolved 
observer views the contempor
ary climbing scene, and although 
there is an undue emphasis on 
items that are either bizarre or 
just over-publicized, there are 
moments of insight. Clark's 
analysis of the post-war 
influences in (U.K.) climbing 
(see box), for example, while 

Second World War 

I 
clearer recognition of certain values in mountain training 

I 
post war development of mountain training into the educational system 

I 
massive explosion of numbers with superficial interest in the sport 

growth of private 
enterprise training 

schools 

I 

expansion of mountaineering 
public into a size of 

interest to commercial firms 

I 
possibility of first class amateur mountaineers earning a professional living by 
combining teaching/ guiding, writing, photography, organizing of stunts, and leading 
expeditions financed by the media to increase readership or viewer rating, or by 

industry for general publicity. 

I 
growing danger of bureaucratic control of mountaineering 



open to argument, is certainly a 
novel approach that will rekindle 
debate. 
The book also provides an 
interesting history of the high
lights of Alpine and Himalayan 
climbing, but it can hardly be 
said to succeed in its wider aims. 
Indeed, it is probably impossible 
for one man to possess enough 
knowledge about mountaineer
ing around the world, and to 
keep sufficiently abreast with 
the fast-moving and varied 
debates on contemporary 
issues, for such a work ever to 
be conclusive. 
Bob Moulton 

Recent Foreign Books on the 
Himalayas 

Following the excellent A4 
paperback on the successful 
Japanese ascent of Everest in 
1970, a similar volume has been 
published on the 1975 Japanese 
Women's expedition. Everest -
Onna no Eiko ('Everest - the 
Glory of Women'), published by 
Yomiuri Shimbum at 900 Yen, 
includes many fine photos (with 
English captions), sketches and 
an A2 poster of Everest in even
ing glow. Of special note are 
the photos taken from the 
summit, for they make an inter
esting comparison with those 
taken by the Chinese about a 
week later. 

Yalung Kang, produced by the 
Kyoto University Expedition 
1973, is an account of the first 
ascent of the mountain. The book 
is in Japanese, but a booklet in 
English is included. The photo 
section, which includes some 
colour pictures, is of documen
tary interest, and all captions are 
in English. 

The second ascent of Yalung 
Kang was made in 1975 by an 
Austro-German expedition, and 
a description of the venture has 
been published in paperback 
form. Erfolg am Kantsch 8438m., 
by Gunter Sturm (BLV, Munich: 
18DM), is a very good account 
of a well-organized expedition . 
The book contains much valuable 
information, interesting appen
dices, and sketches of routes and 
equipment. 

Reka jmenem Cervanky ('River 
of Dawn'), by Jaromir Wolf, is a 
high quality and well illustrated 
Czechoslovak book on the 
Makalu expedition of 1973. 

One of the best mountain books 
ever published in Eastern Europe 
is the Slovak Nanga Parbat 
87 25m., by A. Puskas and 

I. Urbanovic. This has many 
splendid photos, in colour and 
black-and-white, together with 
map sketches and an English 
summary. The second edition 
(1976) also includes a booklet 
with all the captions in English. 
The Slovaks achieved the fifth 
ascent of this great mountain 
and the second ascent of the 
Rakhiot Route - the scene of the 
German tragedies in the 'thirties 
and finally of the epic ascent by 
Hermann Buhl. 

The Polish book on the first 
ascent of Kunyang Kish in 1971, 
Chhish Ostatni Atak na Kunyang 
Chhish ('Last Attack on Kunyang 
Chhish'), was published two 
years later in Warsaw. Of interest 
to foreign readers are some 
photos and the very interesting 
sketches, which are of geo
graphical value. 

The joint Polish-German expedi
tion to the Batura Muztagh in 
197 4 accomplished the first as
cent of Shispare (7619m.), and 
an account has been published 
in booklet form. Shispare - Gora 
Wysniona ('Shispare - The 
Dream Mountain'), by Janusz 
Kurczab (Sport i Turystyka, 
Warsaw, 1976), contains several 
photos of the eastern part of this 
massif. 

The Franco-Indian joint venture 
on the Nanda Devi peaks in 1975 
had as its objectives the fourth 
and fifth ascents of the main 
summit (7816m.) , the third as
cent of the east summit (7434m.) 
and the traverse of both peaks. 
However, they ran out of time 
and were forced to give up. A 
book about the expedition, 
Nanda Devi - L'Ascension 
Impossible ('Nanda Devi - The 
Impossible Ascent'), by Paul 
Vincent (Robert Laffont, Paris, 
1976: 38 F.), is well-written and 
includes two fine route sketches, 
but the photographs are 
disappointing. 

Just published in Italy and 
Germany is Arena der Einsamkeit 
('Arena Loneliness'), by Rein
hold Messner. Sub-headed 
'Expeditions yesterday - today -
tomorrow·, it includes innumer
able hints on planning and 
equipment, together with some 
interesting tables . As well as 
being a most beautiful and very 
personal photo-book, this is also 
a forum for Messner's own 
theses, which are developed 
with the utmost stringency. It is 
published by Athesia Verlag, 
Lauben 41, 1-39100 Bozen, Italy, 
(German retail price: 39 DM.). 

Finally, mention should be made 
of three Japanese books, which 
are more or less standard works. 

Himalayas, by Y. Shirakawa, 
which includes material on the 
Hindu Kush and part of the 
Karakoram, is probably the most 
brilliant portfolio of photographs 
yet published on the world 's 
greatest mountain range. Small 
explanatory sketches after each 
section give the facts on the 
superb colour photographs. The 
pictures, particularly those taken 
from the air, contain a fund of 
information for Himalayan 
planners. This magnificent, 
though very expensive book, 
was published in 1975 by 
Shogakukan Co. Ltd., Tokyo, 
and retails at 7,200 Yen. 

Mountains of the World is a 
comprehensive compilation of 
the world's great mountains, 
with the exception of those of 
the Antarctic continent. There 
are several interesting photos of 
little known peaks, of which 320 
are in colour and 80 in black
and-white. All are numbered for 
the convenience of western 
readers. The book was published 
in 1976 by Yamakei Co. Ltd., 
Tokyo, and is priced at 4,800 
Yen. 

T. lozawa's Trekking in the 
Himalayas is more of a Himalayan 
study than a trekking guide. The 
abundance of photos, maps, 
sketches, excellent drawings of 
famous peaks and extensive 
panoramas, lists of peaks and 
cultural objects is astonishing. 
This book is also published by 
Yamakei, and the printing, which 
is mostly in colour, is of a high 
standard. At least half the con
tent can be understood by 
English-speaking readers. 
Anders Bolinder 

Where to obtain Himalayan books in 
foreign languages : 
Liberia Alpina, Via Savioli 39/2°, 
1-40137 Bologna, Italy. (Correspon
dence in English, moderate prices ; ask 
for catalogue which includes maps.) 
Gaston's Alpine Books, Brooklands, 
Unicorn Street, Bloxham, Oxon. United 
Kingdom. 
Frobel-Kan Co .. ltd .. 3-1 Kanda 
Ogawamachi , Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo, 
Japan (Books published by Yamakei 
can be ordered here.) 
Librarie Rousseau, 36 Rue J. J. 
Rousseau , CH-1200, Geneve, 
Switzerland. 
Books from Eastern Europe : many 
climbers in these countries are interested 
in exchanging books with contacts or 
friends in the West. Otherwise offer 
payment in cash (dollars), sent in a 
registered letter. 

Joshua Tree National 
Monument 

by John Wolfe and Bob 
Dominick 

Desert Rats: $12.50 

A feeling of pleasant surprise 
would perhaps best sum up my 
reaction to the new climbers' 
guide to this interesting area. 
The sources of my surprise were 
twofold. After climbing count
less routes not included in the 
original guide, one becomes 
accustomed to not seeing climbs 
in print. It is therefore a novel 
and enlightening experience to 
find mention made of routes 
that one has climbed, and to 
read of exciting and unexplored 
new areas. The other source of 
surprise was the quality of the 
guide. It is large and thick, and 
the cover is made of that tough 
plastic material with loose-leaf 
rivets. There are several appro
priate photos, some of which 
are even in colour. The only 
criticism is that the authors have 
changed the names of some of 
the formations. 
Joshua is an area that does not 
lend itself to easy route-finding. 
Reference is often made to 
small, obscure formations, and 
finding one among hundreds, or 
possibly thousands, can prove 
quite a chore. The guide does 
an excellent job in attempting 
to eliminate this problem, with 
pictures, several hand-drawn 
road and formation maps, and 
even a copy of a USGS topo
graphical map in a manilla 
envelope on the inside back 
cover. This book is truly a fine 
effort. 
In reviewing it, however, I was 
conscious of a twinge of sad
ness. Joshua is a winter climb
ing area, and activities are thus 
often centred around R & R. 
This sometimes brings one to 
strange, out of the way canyons, 
for the occasional route, and a 
strong feeling of exploration and 
adventure is derived from this, 
even if the feeling is on a small 
scale. The knowledge that 
countless climbers have been 
to your secret spot before you 
can easily detract from the 
thrill. But, regardless of this 
perennial guidebook debate, 
Joshua now has one that is 
very well done. 
Gib Lewis .A. 
This Guide can be obtained from Desert 
Rats, 225 Tanforan Lane, Diamond Bar 
California 91765, U.S.A. 
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LETTERS 
Mountain Education and 
Danger 

from Paul Luckock 

Dear Sir, 
Surely the pertinent point in the 
Mountain Leadership Certificate 
debate is the question of how 
much danger, adventure or stress 
needs to be incorporated in 
mountaineering activities to 
make them educational. Until a 
level of intensity involving these 
elements is defined, the actual 
relevance of leadership appears 
to be redundant. 
I believe the Gratification and 
Safety Dilemma (as Bonington 
assesses it) can be considered 
on three levels - those of the 
mountaineer, the mountaineer
cum-educator and the educator. 
The mountaineer goes into the 
mountains to court risk and gets 
tremendous satisfaction from 
using his own expertise to get 
out of difficulties, whether on a 
rock face, in a snow gully, or in 
a white-out. 
The mountaineer-cum-educator 
experiences exactly the same 
satisfaction as the committed 
mountaineer, but, in an educa
tional setting, he uses the ex
perience he has gained as a 
mountaineer to give similar ex
periences to the children he is 
leading. He is totally confident 
in what he is doing, and the 
children feel totally secure with 
him. He needs, however, not 
only the expertise of a mountain
eer, but the expertise of an edu
cator as well - otherwise he can 
be attacked for "knowing his 
sport better than he knows his 
children". Both the Mountain
eering Instructor's Certificate 
and the Mountaineering Instruc
tor's Advanced Certificate note 
in the syllabus the necessity for 
this element. 
The educator (that is, the trainee 
teacher or school-teacher), on 
the other hand, is interested in 
the sport, but often only in so 
far as it can be used as an edu
cational medium. He gains his 
M.L.C., but probably has not 
gained a high level of expertise 
or experience. Therefore, his 
safety threshold is low and, un
less conditions are good, he is 
near to his threshold every time 
he takes a party into the hills. If 
he accepts this fact and takes his 
party on easy itineraries (such 
as valley walks) when condi
tions are adverse, then all to the 
good. Unfortunately, though, 
many gain the M.L.C. and then 
over-estimate their own ability. 
The M.L.C. (Summer) is intend
ed to cover minimum compe
tence in the technical skills 
required to take a party walking 
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and camping on U.K. mountains 
under normal summer condi
tions, nothing more. 
As a mountaineer, one accepts 
that a mountain can never be 
safe and that mountaineering is 
not safe either. Indeed, the 
whole object of the sport is to 
court risk. 
This point should be spelt out to 
educators and parents and, if 
they are not prepared to accept 
the possibility of their children 
being involved in accidents, even 
if taken into the mountains by 
the most experienced and quali
fied leaders, then they should 
not look to the mountains as an 
educational medium. 
Yours etc., 
Paul Luckock (Milton Keynes) 

Painful Slide Recommended 

from John Hollingworth 

Dear Sir, 
A quote for your amusement (or 
despair) from the rock climbing 
section of a compendium of 
sports published in 1969* : 
"If in spite of your care you find 
yourself slipping, clutch hold of 
the belayed rope if you can. 
Your hands may slide down the 
rope for some way before you 
can steady yourself, and the fric
tion may generate a lot of heat 
which will burn your hands. 
This is what you brought those 
large burn dressings for. If you 
do slide down a rope, do not let 
go. However painful it may be, 
remember that the alternative is 
much worse and hang on at all 
costs. The others are near and 
will get to you. If you really can't 
hang on after you have stopped 
sliding, go down slowly hand 
over hand until you can go no 
further and your weight is taken 
by the bowline around your 
waist. You should be able to 
hang on for hours like this wait
ing for expert help. You can free 
your hands to deal with your 
burns. If you have to wait until 
after dark, use your voice and 
your whistle to guide your 
rescuers." 
The mind boggles! Obviously 
the author has never attempted 
to slide down a single rope - or 
hung free from a rope around 
his waist. 
What a pity that people who 
publish books such as this do 
not take the trouble to seek out 
accurate and up-to-date 
information. 
Yours faithfully, 
John Hollingworth (Leeds) 
*Complete Book of Sport by Euan and 
Kate Sutherland (Ward Lock and Co.) 

An Open Letter to Prospec
tive Mt. McKinley Climbers 

from Jim Hale, Terry Becker and 
Gary Bocarde 

Dear McKinley Aspirant, 
There was a new record set on 
Denali last year. There was a 
mass overabundance of ignor
ance! Nowhere else on earth 
was there such a paradox : Doug 
Scott, Dougal Haston, Charlie 
Porter and Reinhold Messner vs. 
the magnificently underpre 
pared. The resultant season was 
a constant amazement to all. The 
almost daily rescues, instances 
of severe frostbite and altitude 
sickness, plus the many deaths 
brought a question to many 
minds .. . Why? 
Stories of heroes and hard men 
inspired attempts by many 
climbers who were unwilling to 
accept the arctic high-altitude 
nature of the mountain. Con
trary to popular belief, McKinley 
is not a cakewalk! It is very high 
and very cold. Messner stated 
that the altitude affected him as 
at 24,000ft. in the Himalaya, 
while the 1968 A.A.J. sets the 
equivalent altitude at 23,000ft. 
Then there's Doug Scott, who 
said he'd never been so bloody 
cold in all his life! These factors 
alone would not account for 
Denali's high toll were it not for 
an out of all proportion desire to 
succeed, coupled with a lack of 
proper preparation on the part of 
the climbers. Nowhere else on 
earth is a remote high altitude 
experience so accessible. A 
'replay with Big Mac' is within 
easy reach of most mountaineers; 
therefore, to sacrifice fingers, 
toes or possibly a life to climb 
Denali is inconceivable. 
Respect for the mountain is the 
key to safe travel. A rigorous 
training schedule, a knowledge 
of acclimatization techniques, 
mountain medicine and self 
rescue will prepare the climber 
for the many pitfalls that lie in his 
way. Everyone wants to be like 
Reinhold Messner, an interna
tionally famous high altitude 
star. What holds people back is 
lack of intelligence, not ability. 
Messner's sixteen-hour sprint 
from 14,000ft. on the South
West Face was preceded by 
two weeks' acclimatization. 

Climbing in 
North America 
Chris Jones £10 50 
400 pages, 200 photos, 225 x 225mm 
People climb mountains,and 
this history is ultimately a story 
of people, as well as their deeds. 
Chris has included the folklore, 
the mythology and the actual 
social history of American 
climbing. 

The mountaineer must realize 
that a successful climb of Rainier 
or a Mexican volcano does not 
award him a 'Master of High 
Altitude' badge. Undoubtedly 
helpful, it can bring a climber to 
a point where he may recognize 
altitude problems as they happen, 
possrbly helping him to avoid a 
bad situation. 
Most climbers recognize that 
there is some inherent danger in 
any mountaineering endeavour. 
Sickness and accident can crip
ple the most well prepared 
parties, so to be prepared for self
rescue is of great importance. 
Helicopter evacuation above 
10,000ft. is risky, at best. The 
possibility of a major disaster 
occurring during a rescue is a 
growing concern. 
It would do climbers well to 
follow the pioneer ethic of self 
reliance; and to heed the words 
of Bradford Washburn, stated at 
a recent Mountaineering Club of 
Alaska meeting: "Most of the 
problems on Denali are caused 
by people going too damn fast". 
It is a fact, that with training, 
knowledge and common sense, 
Denali need not be an end of a 
lifetime experience. 
Yours sincerely, 
Jim Hale, Terry Becker, Gary 
Bocarde (Anchorage, Alaska) 

Listing the Big Overhangs 

from Claude Remy 

Dear Sir, 
I am attempting to compile a 
dossier on all the major overhang 
(surplombante) routes in the 
world - climbs like Parliament 
House Cave on Anglesey, or the 
Bauer/ Rudolf Route on the 
Cima Ovest. I would be most 
grateful if climbers would write 
and tell me of any routes of this 
type that they know of that ex
ceed 60ft. (about 20 metres) . 
Yours etc., 
Claude Remy, Halte de Bossiere, 
1095 Lutry, Switzerland 

Belated Acknowledgement 

We failed to credit Bridget Busk 
for her amusing illustration that 
accompanied her husband's 
article in Mountain 54. 

Kurt Diemberger £4 85 10$ inc p+p. 
344 pages, 78 photos, 8 maps, 
240xl65mm 

"This book is not like any other 
climbers autobiography I can 
remember. All the usual gripping 
stuff is there, but there's a lot 
more beside'.' Nick Estcourt, 
Mountain Magazine 

Available from shops or Cordee, 249 Knighton Church Road, Leicester. 
Send for our unique bookllst and be included on our direct mailing list 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M ) (S) h ire out Camping. M ountaineering and Ski-ing 
Equ ipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C). 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty., Ltd ., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
21 Bishop Street, 
Kelvin Grove. 
Tel. 356.8393 or 356.8194 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. (C) (M) (S). 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
216 Hereford Street. 
Tel. 67.148 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W., 41 . 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 225. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Alpine Crafts Equipment, 
1286 Kingsway. 
Tel. 604.879.7431 . (M) . 

Ontario: Toronto 
Margesson's Sports Ltd ., 
17 Adelaide Street, E. 
Tel. 416.366.2741 . (C) (M) (S). 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
Tsat Tsz Mui Post Office Box 73. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. 
Tel. 0224.26952 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street. (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston· Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 
Belfast: Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. (S). 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S) . 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180 
Birmingham 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, (C). 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road. Tel. 021.454.8771 
Blackburn 
Mountain Craft Limited, 
18 Darwen Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, Manchester Rd . 5 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
138 Western Road. (S) (M) . 
Tel. 0273.26874 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157 

Bristol 
Blacks of Greenock, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C) . 
Tel. 0272.23166 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C) . 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 06904.232 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate. 
Tel. 0246.68203 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) , 
60 Crescent Avenue, 
Stoke. 
Tel. 0203.441 241 
Darlington 
J. Clementson (Darlington) Ltd ., 
29 High North Gate. (C) . 
Tel. 0325.2390 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Don Valley Sports, 
95 Spring Gardens. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0302.67755 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd ., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre. ( C) ( M) . 
Tel. 0302.21297 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 / 2 
Dundee 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
93-117 Princes Street. ( C). 
Tel. 0382.43766 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
46 Dairy Road. 
Tel. 031 .337.2332 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0392.76421 

Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 
Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041 .221.4531 / 2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M). 
Tel. 041.332.4814 
Glasgow 
Black of Greenock, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221 .4007 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S) . 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021 .550.9748 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 
Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
28 John William Street. (C) (M) . 
Tel. 0484.23165 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061 .368.1558 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.33045 
Leeds 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
21 / 22 Grand Arcade. (C) . 
Tel. 0532.458634 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051.709.6912 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43a Harrington Street, 2. 
Tel. 051.236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1 . 
Tel. 01.723.5252 
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London 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd ., 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. (S). 
Tel. 01.839.1722 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.7541 / 2 
London 
Blacks of Greenock, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.4426 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 . (C) (M) (S) . 
Manchester, Urmston 
J . & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. (C) . 
Tel. 061 .748.6408 
Manchester: Piccadilly 
The Hut, 
1-3 Gateway House, 
Station Approach. 
Tel. 061.236.0931 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd ., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. (S) . 
Tel. 061.834.7119 
Manchester 
Blacks Outdoor Centre, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd ., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 
Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
15 Westlegate. 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Queen Street. 
Tel. 0768.4505 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 
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Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. Tel. 0705.29410 
Preston 
P.S.D. Sports Dept., 
141 Friargate. 
Tel. 0772.53793 
Rochdale 
Jeff Connor Outdoor Centre, 
120/ 122 Drake Street. 
Tel. 0706.342062. (C) (M). 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) . 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C) . 
Tel. 061.480.2945 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wesnesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 021.556.0802 
Wells, Somerset 
Rocksport, 
Bus Station, Wells. 
Tel. 0749.73054 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 021.553.1670 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
6 High Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0902.27012 
York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567 

EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut Ltd., 
28 Stephen Street Lower, 2. 
Tel. 0001 .781.358. (C) (M) 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 177 

Oslo 
Sport Co. A/ S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

SWEDEN 
Falun 
Heimers Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
Verkstadsvagen 15. 
Tel. 023.34060 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 
Dolfisport, 
Snemandsvej la, 
2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 02.94.87.94 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 . (C) (M) (S). 
Alaska: Talkeetna 
Alaska Mountain Company, 
Talkeetna, 99676. 
Tel. 907.733.2306. (C) (M). 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371. (C) (S) . 
California: Berkeley 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
2160 University Avenue, 94704. 
Tel. 415.848.7866. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 
California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A16-2 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201 . 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S). 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 . 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631 . 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S) . 
California : Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917. (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 
443 12th Street, 921 01. 
Tel. 714.232.2167. (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel. 805.541 .1533. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083. (C) (M) (S). 

California : Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.8616 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
1750 30th Street, 80301. 
Tel. 303.442.3551. (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302 
Tel. 303.442.4791. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Mountain Chalet, 
938 South Monaco Parkway, 
80224. Tel. 303.377.2783. 
(C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd ., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.3373. (M) . 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M). 
Colorado: Pueblo 
Mountain Chalet, 
140 W. 29th St., 81008. 
Tel. 303.545.9890. (C) (M) (S) . 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 
Georgia: Atlanta 
Appalachian Mountaineering, 
1544 Piedmont Avenue, 30324. 
Tel. 404.874.4323 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall, 83704. 
Tel. 208.376.3731. (S) (C). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832. (C) (M) (S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C) (M) (S). 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Avenue South, 55454. 
Tel. 612.339.3433. (C) (M) (S). 
Montana: Hamilton 
Expeditions International/ 
Bitterroot Backcountry Store, 
215 Main St. (Box 1040), 59840. 
Tel. 406.363.3440. (C) (S). 
N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 
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alpin1St1 
Join Dougal Haston·s Internationa l School 

of Mountaineering at leysin, Switzerland 

I.SM P 0. Box25 1854 leysin Switzerland 

ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY SILVER JUBILEE LECTURE 
at the R.G.S. Lecture Hall, Kensington Gore, London S.W.7 

MOUNTAINEERING 
Chaired by LORD HUNT. Speakers : MIKE BANKS, MARTIN BOYSEN, 

SIMON CLARK, GEORGE LOWE, PETE BOARDMAN and TONY STREATHER 

Monday June 20, 7.30 p.m. Tickets £1, £2 and £3 
from lbbs and Tillitt, 24 Wigmore Street, W.1 Tel. 935.8418 

Other Lecture evenings in the same series deal with: Ocean and Sailing 
(June 22) , Polar Exploration (June 23) , Tropical Forest (June 27), and 

Desert (June 29) . 

N.H.: North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street, 03262. 
Tel. 603.745.2767. (M) (S). 
New York : Buffalo 
Nord Alp Inc., 
3260 Main Street, 14215. 
Tel. 716.837.3300. (C) (M) (S) . 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868. (C) (M) (S). 
New York : New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S). 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C) (M) (S). 
Oregon: Corvallis 
Recreational Sports Warehouse, 
311 S.W. Madison, 97330. 
Tel. 503.752.5612. (C) (M) (S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
880W. Lancaster Avenue, 19010. 
Tel. 215.527.3616 
Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701 . 
Tel. 717.326.6537. (C) (M) (S). 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 
Texas : Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101 . (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
501 E. Pine Street, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.0501. (C) (S). 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Wenatchee 
Asplund"s Ski Touring, 
1544 N. Wenatchee Ave., 98801. 
Tel. 509.662.6539. (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S) . 
Wyoming: Casper 
Cross Country Mountaineering, 
128 W. Second, 82601 . 
Tel. 307.237.2071. (C) (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C) (M) (S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S) (C). 

Should 
A 
Grizzled 
Mountaineer 
Take 
Her 
Fur 
To 
The 
Mountains? 
She (or he) should take ours. It weighs 21 oz. 
and it's cut for active use. The fabric used 
on our PATAGONIA PILE SWEATER is 
woven from polyester fibers into a synthetic 
pelt with the outside smooth and the inside 
furry. The fur retains its loft (and incredible 
warmth) while wet and absorbs almost no 
moisture: it dries instantly and can't trap 
condensation or perspiration. You can wear 
it in combination with only a light shirt and 
wind or rain anorak for most of your winter 
or expedition climbing. Available now in 
sizes S,M,L,XL at your CHOCJINARD/ 
PATAGONIA dealer or from our mail order 
service. Our catalog is one dollar. 

THE GREAT PACIFIC IRON WORKS 
manufacturers of chouinard equipment 

and patagonia software 
P. 0. Box 150, Ventura, California 93001 

NEW 
A SUPERBLY ILLUSTRATED LARGE FORMAT BOOK 

20% off list price 
offer expires May 30th 

CLIM B ! Rock climbing in Colorado 
by Bob Godfrey and Dudley Chelton 

Published for THE AMERICAN ALPINE CLUB 

"The best rock climbing photos I have ever seen. " 
- Tom Frost 

8½"x11" Hardcover 288 pages 21 O photos 
Publication date June 1977 

cut here 

( Mail to ALPINE HOUSE P.O . Box 1763, Boulder, Colo. 80306 ' 

: Pleasesend_copiesof CLIMB! at $11 .95 ($14.95 after May 30th)+ 75¢ postage 
I Colo. Res. add 52¢ tax. I Name ___________ _ 
I Amount enclosed ___ _ I Address _________ _ 

: City ______ State ____ Zip __ 

I Orders must be accompanied by check or money order payable to ALPINE HOUSE 

FOREIGN ORDERS (All countries outside the U.S.A.) 

FOREIGN PRICES (Includes postage. Order before May 30th $14.50 
Allow four-six weeks) After May 30th $17.50 

Foreign orders must be accompanied by a BANK DRAFT in U.S. dollars drawn on a 
U.S. bank (available at any bank in the world) made payable to ALPINE HOUSE. 

0 Master Charge □ BankAmericard □ check here 

# Our group is interested in spon-
soring a SLIDE/FILM show from 

M/ Careano. CLIMB! Please send details. 

Signature Exptr. date Name of group. 

'-----------------------------------------------------
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Australia's Mountain Equipment 
Stocks leading brands from 
throughout the world. 

Berghaus, Camp Trails, Chouinard, 
Clog, Edelrid, Fairydown, Jumar, 
Fjallraven, Galibier, Karrimor, 
Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Simond and Ultimate. 

Streamlined mail order service 
throughout Australia and N.Z. 

MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT PTV. 
P.O. BOX 703, CROWS NEST, SYDNEY, 
AUSTRALIA 2065. Tel. 02/ 439 2454 

WE DON'T HAVE THE CHEAPEST ROPES 

BUT WE DO HAVE THE BEST ROPES 

EDELWEISS 
AT THE BEST PRICES 

Compact llmmx36m £27.00 
Compact llmmx45m £36.00 
Extrem llmmx45m £41.75 
Extrem 9mmx90m £68.00 
~~~ llmmx45m £45.50 
Send for our new "Equipment Guide for 
Backpackers and Climbers" and price 
list to Mary Jones at our Acton branch. 

THE SHERPA CO-OPERATIVE 
KATHMANDU NEPAL 

Specialists in personally 
planned trekking 

Write for more details to; 

The Sherpa Co-operative, 
P.O. Box 1338, 

Kathmandu, Nepal . 

and mountaineering 
Of course we can arrange treks to 

Everest, Langtang, the Annapurans, 
Manang and the Kali Gandaki. But 
only we can take you to those re
mote and beautiful areas of Nepal 
that Tour operators and Travel 

Agents have never even heard of. 
Your travel in the Himalayan 

Mountains of Nepal is planned by 
Mike Cheney who has 20 years 
active experience of trekking and 

expedition organization 

Novv in Liverpool 
if you find selecting the right gear 

a problem, consult: 

Don Morrison 
shops at: 

LIVERPOOL and SHEFFIELD 
343 London Road, S2 4NG 
Tel. 0742.56018 



BORROWDALE ROAD, KESWICK 

Our latest special overtrousers with zipped legs which 
make them easy to get on over boots. Full gusseted leg. 

Self adjustable braces allowing ventilation and free 
movement at the waist. 100 % silver lined. Nylon. 

Price £8.45 postage 50p Small, Medium and Large. 
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Light 8l. free 
from Forrest 

Mountaineering 
discover 

the 
versatile 

We also offer a new lightweight Leg Loop/Swami 
Belt combination and a complete nut selection. And 
don't miss the magic of our new multi-purpose clean 

climbing tool - the BAM NUT. 

tmn:~ING,LW 
1517 Platte St., Denver, Colorado 80202 

(303) 433-3373 

BMC • insurance 
The new BMC Insurance Scheme provides 

for UK residents the security even the 
best gear cannot supply. It's worldwide, 
12 months cover at a premium which every 

climber or walker can afford-and cannot 
afford to be without. 

It covers : rescue, medical, repatriation, 
personal accident, baggage and equipment, 

loss of deposits, public liability. 
Also available, Hut Insurance and 

expedition cover. 
You don't have to be a hard man, or 

go abroad, to need 
financial protection like this . 

J~ 
jli'J~British 

Crawford House I 
Precinct Centre 

Booth Street East 
Manchester M13 9RZ I 

Please send me details of 
BMC Insurance Schemes. 

Mountaineering 
Council Services Ltd 

Name 

Address 

(or telephone 061-273 5839) I 
I 
I _________ .J 



■ 

1n 
Even the miserly Ebenezer 
recognised the value for 
money in quality-and he 
wasn't even a social climber. 
Should you be boiled with 
your own sleeping bag? 

f 
L 
~· 

~ 

e 

I 

Sleeping Bags and Down Gear 
to rely on-by 

· Mountain Equipment Ltd. 
George Street, Glossop, 

Derbyshire SK13 SAY, England. 
Telephone: Glossop 3770 
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Climbwitlt,~ 
'¥HA 

Whatever clothing or equipment you need 
for your next climbing holiday, the chances 
are we have it. Top quality and economy 
lines. All at fair prices-and backed by 
as much free help and advice as you want. 
Call in or telephone for the full facts. 
or a copy of our climbing catalogue. 

c;yHA evetJ:one~ climbing ceritre 
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London: 29 John Adam Street WC2 01-839 1722 
Birmingham: 35 Cannon Street, 82 021-643 5180 
Manchester: 36/38 Fountain Street, M2 061-834 7119 

~ VHA Services Ltd 

There's 
nothing 
quite 
like ... 
the CYCLOPS SPIDER 
A superb, truly anatomic 
climbing sac, only from: 

Materials : 7 oz. Nylon 
Red/ Royal: Royal/ Red ; Green/ Red 
Sizes : 2 & 3 
Capacity : 79 litres (with pockets) 
Weight : 4 lb. 2 ozs. (1.9 kg.) 
Dimensions : Height : 28" (720 mm) 

Width: 19" (520 mm) 

B61t6HJIUS 
34 DEAN STREEt NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 

ENGLAND. TELEPHONE : 0632 23561 

Climbing School 

The finest in U.S. and European equipment 
from Poul Ross, BillAughton and Frank Simon 

U.S.Distributors for J.B.Hard Hats.Clog, 
Terrordactyts, Troll, Berghaus Packs and 
Mt.Equipment. catalogue 

Box 494, Main st., NorthCorrway, 
New Hampshire, U.SA tel. 603.356.5287 

Good Gear at reasonable 
prices and great advice 



UADliO 
FORCE 
TEN 

... lets Elimb mountains together 
Whatever your personal mountain, there's a Vango Force Ten 
tent to help your conquest. Proven the world over in the toughest 
conditions by major expeditions ... yet at home with you on a 
weekend trek. Fourteen magnificent tents including 
Microweights ... possess one. 
Write for colour catalogue and name 
of nearest stockist to 
VANGO (SCOTLAND) LTD., 
47 Colvend St., Glasgow G40 4DH 
Tel: 0415567621 
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we can supply 
everything but the mountain! 
We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, Duvets, 
Waterproof Clothing. Specialise in Backpacking Gear. Plus 
over 40 Tents suitable for Mountain use : names like Clog, 
Stubai, Snowdon, Peck, M.S.R., Bonaiti Cassin, 
Gali bier, Chouinard, Viking, Mammut, Joanny, Ede/rid, 
Troll, Salewa, Optimus, J .B., MOAC, Henri-Lloyd, Helly 
Hansen, Grenfell, Ultimate, Point Five, Mountain, 
Soppy, G. & H., Dachstein, Karrimor, Berghaus, Camp 
Trails, Hawkins, Kastinger, Scarpa, Robusta, La 
Dolomite, Blacks, Vango, Saunders, Marecha/, Rohan, 
Turblokken, Springlow, Ranch WE HAVE A 
House, Bergans, Salopettes. SPECIAL CONTRACT 
Before buying yourgear,writeor phoneforour DEPARTMENT 
EXTRAORDINARY COMPETITIVE FOR CLUB AND 
FREE PRICE LIST offering substa~-
tial savings. Barclaycard/ Access accepted. EDUCATIONAL 
We have a large Mail Order Department ORDERS 
-most items immediate despatch with 7-day AND FOR 
approval service. PERSONAL & DIRECT 
Specialists in supplying equipment to EXPORT 
overseas expeditions. 

23/25 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex. Tel. (STD 0277) 221259 

Only 10 minutes from Brentwood Station; 30 minutes from 
London's Liverpool Street Station (Southend Line). ---------Please send me your free pnce l,sr. 

I Name 

Address 

Climb 
• 

Send now for this year's programme which 
features: Mountaineering Tours: Beginners' 
and Advanced Rock, Snow and Ice Climbing 
Courses: High Level Walking Tours: Econ
omy travel arrangements for members to the 
Austrian Alps. 
Send the coupon, write or phone for a copy 
of the brochure and full details of Austrian 
Alpine Club membership. 

r-----------------. I • To: Austrian Alpine Club, Wings House, I 
I I . Bridge Road East, Welwyn Garden City, I 

Herts AL7 1JS. Tel: Welwyn Garden 24835 

I _________ I 
------------(M-0-5)11 ------------ I ·- --------·~---------------~--

I 
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WORLD'S 
LEADING 

ROPES 

ACCESSORY CORDS TECHNICAL DATA 
0 4 mm Kg. 300- 0 8 mm Kg. 1100 
0 5,5 mm. Kg. 550 - 0 10 mm Speleo Kg. 1750 
0 7 mm. Kg. 730- 0 11 mm SpeleoKg.2450 

ROPES & TAPES 

TECHNICAL DATAS UIAA TESTING REPORT 
Type of Rope Single rope Half Rope 

Diameters in mm. . . . . . . . . 11 9 
Weight per mts in gr. . . . . . 72 52 
Falls held . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 5 
Impact force in Kp . . . . . . . 820 960 
Initial elongation (under 80 kg) 3,996 4,8% 
Static breaking strength in Kg. 2340 1760 
Elongation at breaking point(%) 60 60 

REQUIREMENTS for UIAA label APPROVAL 
I) Falling safety : 
The climbing ropes must resist at least 3 consecu
tive falls without breaking. 
INTERALP ropes 11 mm. hold 3 falls ! 9 mm. holds 5 
2) IMPACT FORCE : (maximum force a falling climber 
is exposed to when being held by the rope) 
must not be over than 1200 Kp 
I NTERALP ropes are far below this limit with peak 
load of 820/960 kgf. 

-■ .. a:. IE!! Ir ii:■ IL.-® 



Can Fou Weather Gear this light really be waterproof? 

Pet:er ~tor,,,, 
makes great looking climbers! 

€$ 
FROM CLIMBING AND 
SPORTS SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 

PETER STORM ALSO MANUFACTURES: 
'No Sweat' Foul Weather Gear 
PVC on Nylon Foul Weather Gear 
Oiled Wool Sweaters 

Lightweight foul weather gear is superb to wear, but 
only if it is 100% waterproof and tough. That depends 

on "high count" nylon, carefully proofed with 
minimum of six layers of a· specially form 

polyurethane coating to fabric and seam 
Peter Storm uses his own uniquely 
polyurethane which assures you 
waterproof featherweight clothif'C,, u 

anywhere. It's a Peter St rm exclu 
That's why Peter St cfn 

w ritten guaraatee 
performs as 
anyone e 
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