


Six of the 
best 
by Camp Trails 
RIDGELINE This popular economy bag will delight the beginner or 
casual hiker who nevertheless wishes to carry a substantial load. Two 
large outside zip pockets - Nylon tie down cords on storm flap. Made 
in orange weatherproof urethane coated nylon . Medium and large sizes. 
2560 Cu.in. 
CRUISER FRAME The famous cruiser frame that doesn't let you down. 
Alluminium alloy tube, heliarc welded with four cross members gives 
you a frame of incredible strength and lightness - Nylon backband and 
padded shoulder straps make for more comfort and enjoyment. 

MOOSE A specialist bag designed for awkward or unstable loads. Criss 
cross lash cords pull tight to secure load firmly to the frame, as your 
load becomes smaller at the end of the trek. Two large pockets -
hooded zips. Drawstring and cord lock on deep storm flap. 
Extendable top - Green or orange urethane coated nylon. 
Medium and large sizes. 4860 Cu.in. 

SKYLINE CRUISER FRAME Identical to the cruiser frame but with 
the addition of a padded hip belt which places the load comfortably on 
the pelvis, and the floating mounting ensures that jogging of the load 
does not put undue strain on the bone structure. 

TIMBERLINE A large capacity straight 
through bag, made to the usual high Camp 
Trails standards. Five huge pockets with 

hooded zips. Map pocket with Velcro 
fastening - Nylon tie cords on deep storm 
flap. 4230 Cu. in. 

ASTRAL CRUISER Alluminium alloy tube 
- heliarc welding for strength. Vee bar truss 

to resist diagonal forces. No horizontal 
bar to bang your head . Angled. Pre· 

stressed bars to distribute stresses 
evenly . FLOATING padded 

hip belt. Adjustable shoulder 
straps. 

Write to Moac for a full 
colour catalogue
then ask your 
dealer for the 
best! 

Mountaineering Activities Limited Wellington Place, Liverpool Road, Manchester M3 4N 
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.. One of our Thor pointsl 
The malleable wired rim on the hood our of THOR 
Jacket is just one great feature of this garment. The 
others include: 

* Doped main seams * Velcro fastened adjustable 
cuffs * Flat fell sewn seams so that water is shed off 
material * Two lightweight nylon side pockets with 
ring pull zips * Nylon flaps over zips for greater 
weather proofing. 

Have a look at this strong mountain jacket along 
with the rest of our waterproof range at your local 
retailer or consult: 

B6R6HJIUS 
34 DEAN STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 

ENGLAND. TELEPHONE : 0632 23561 

QUALITY 
MOUNTAINEERING 
ON THE 
BEACH 
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~cAGJACS 
CAGOULES 
JACKETS 
OVERTROUSERS 

Brochures showing our range are 
free on request . Please send S.A.E. 

G & H Products -
Blackburn R ad, Birstall, 
Batley,W.Yorks, Englan . 

.. 

Photograph by John Cleare. 

Waterproof Shell Clothing 
~ 

made from Bri-Nylon, 
coated with Polyurethane and Silic 

' 



Christmas on Jes Droites 
North face with Fiberfill 2 

,/ 

3 ~ piece clothing 
, 
' Nick Colton and Alex Mel ntyre chose the Pointfive system of Salopettes, 

Thermo Vest and Thermo Sweater for their Alpine winter season for a 
number of reasons. 

They wanted their clothing to be snow and spindrift proof; windproof; 
rugged enough to be used without windsuits; versatile to cover a wide 
range of temperature. 

The net result of using the Thermo system was a considerable saving in 
weight. "On the Droites for example, I was able to cut the weight down 
to almost summer proportions". 

·SALO PETTES 
THERMO VEST 
THERMO SWEATE 
IN WET RESISTANT FIBERFILL 2 

WARM 
WHEN IT'S 
REALLY COLO 

Manufactured by Banton & Co. Ltd., (M) Meadow Lane, Nottingham. 
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Climb with 
'¥HA 

Whatever clothing or equipment you need 
for your next climbing holiday, the chances 
are we have it. Top quality and economy 
lines. All at fair prices-and backed by 
as much free help and advice as you want. 
Call in or telephone for the full facts . 
or a copy of our climbing catalogue. 

c;yHA ever.tone~ climbing ce11,tre 
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London : 29 John Adam Street. WC2 01-839 1722 
Birmingham: 35 Cannon Street, B2 021-643 5180 
Manchester: 36/38 Fountain Street, M2 061-834 7119 

~ VHA Services Ltd 

E.B.agood 
one. 
One of a great range of bargains currently available at 
Dean Street including: EB 's - £15.91 ; RD 's - £19.50 ; 
Masters - £12.50; Yosemites - £24.50; Calcaire - £29.90 ; 
PA's - £19.50; Gali bier Fitzroy - £39.90 ; Galibier 
Superguide - £58.05 ; Scarpa Comici - £57.50. 
Ropes : 11 mm. x 45mm. Joanny £42.50 ; Bernina £42.50. 

• Fast and efficient Mail Order service available 
• Including 50p carriage for each order 

• Barclay card and Access purchases 
accepted by telephone 
• Bulk discount information available 

on request 
• 52 page illustrated Equipment 

Guide out now 25p + 20 p.p. 

TWO SUPERB NEW BOOTS 
byGalibier 

D.SUP 
A brand new rock boot with 
12 features that make it 
without doubt the best rock 
boot available . For comfort 
and fit: - Cling rubber 
sole for maximum grip; 
Ac h i 11 es tendon relief 

notch; heavy duty canvas breathes; sole shaped for 
ideal fit; genuine leather insole; ¾ sock liner absorbs 
perspiration; More lace holes for better adjustment. 
For longer life: - Thicker canvas; reinforced heel in 
leather; large ankle patches on both sides of boot; 
deeper rubber rand; top quality Galibier workmanship. 

SUPER PRO 
A magnificent mountain 
boot - the professional 
version of the famous 
Super Guide. Uppers from 
specially toughened leather 
for maximum wear. Toe 
protected from abrasion by 
PVC cap. Otherwise iden
tical to Super Guide. 

Catalogue on request t 11 
Distributed in the UK by ro 
Spring Mill, Uppermill, Nr. Oldham OL3 6AA 



BMC • insurance 
The new BMC Insurance Scheme provides 

for UK residents the security even the 
best gear cannot supply . It's worldwide, 
12 months cover at a premium which every 

climber or walker can afford-and cannot 
afford to be without . 

It covers : rescue, medical, repatriation, 
personal accident, baggage and equipment, 

loss of deposits, public liability. 
Also available, Hut Insurance and 

expedition cover. 

You don 't have to be a hard man , or 
go abroad, to need 

financial protection like this . 

J~ 
jlm~British 
Mountaineering 
Council Services Ltd 

Crawford House I 
Precinct Centre 

Booth Street East 
Manchester M13 9RZ I 

Please send me details of 
BMC Insurance Schemes. 

Name 

Address 

(or telephone 061-273 5839) I 
I 
I _________ .J 

Choose a y AKP AKrM for 
Alpine-style climbing. 

The Yak Works 
U.S.A. 

Everyone knows that 
for extended hauling 
on difficult terrain an 
anatomical pack is 
best . 

YAKPAK ,M deeply 
contoured frameless 
rucksacks with the 
world's most advanced 
suspension give you 
comfort and balance 
unmatched by any 
other pack of design . 

Reaching up, there is 
no binding nor slack 
over the other shoulder 
to fight your moves or 
cause pack shift. 

YAKPAK's ,M more ef
fective weight transfer 
makes larger loads of 
50-55 lbs . realistic. The 
uncompartmented sack 
with top and bottom 
access simplifies pack
ing . Hammer holsters 
and zip-on bivouac 
shelter are available. 

And the quality is 
super . 

P.O . Box 70256-8, Seattle, WA 98107 

/, 
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NOMAD 
ANOTHER FIRST FROM 
MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT-

NOMAD-the Gore-Tex® bivouac 
shell that lives with you.Tested in 
driving rain, NOMAD is water
proof; NOMAD breathes. The p.t.f.e. 
laminate keeps water out but allows 
moisture vapour to pass through 
from inside. You stay dry and 
warm without condensation. 
At last we have the home on 
your back. 

Mountain Equipment Ltd. 

6 

George Street, Glossop, 
Derbyshire SK 13 SAY, England. 

Telephone: Glossop 3770 

WINTER 
DUNTAIN· 
EERING? 

SEREX 

Enjoy it more with a SEREX 
from HINE/ SNOWBRIDGE. 
The SEREX is on expedition 
grade pock designed 
for the serious outdoor 
enthusiast. The SEREX is 
just one of 17 pock models 
designed and built 
by people who use them. 
For a free catalog, a 
dealer list and mail order 
information write: 

HINE/ SNOWBRIDGE 
Box 4059GS 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 
U.SA 

OODITD@ 
SNOWBRIDGE 

Pack 5p1licialisls 

Tieoneon. 
And hang one up. ~- .; ,. ;ffilllfflWjJ~l,: 
This illustration plus three others are reproduced in 
a seven color, 16" x 24" poster. It's dynamite and, it's yours 
for only one dollar. Send to: Mammut Climbing Ropes, Dept. 2, 
1234 Fifth Street, Berkeley, California 94710, USA. 
Technical information available. Dealer inquiries invited. 

• A division of The North Face. 
'11/J'ifjJ{;'' 

Australia's Mountain Equipment 
Stocks leading brands from 
throughout the world . 

Berghaus, Camp Trails, Chouinard, 
Clog, Edelrid, Fairydown, Jumar, 
Fjallraven, Galibier, Karrimor, 
Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Simond and Ultimate. 

Streamlined mail order service 
throughout Australia and N.Z. 

MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT PTV. 
P.O. BOX 703, CROWS NEST, SYDNEY, 
AUSTRALIA 2065. Tel. 02/ 439 2454 



SHAPING UP 

Nothing insulates as efficiently as down. 
Very few commodities cost as much. 
So we've redesigned our gear to make the efficiency 
greater. It's what you'd expect from Mountain 
Equipment. 

HEAD IN THE CLOUDS? 
Then come to Glenmore Lodge near 

Aviemore and try a Mountain Weather 

course or, to be on the safe side, learn 

Mountain First Aid. And, if those are not 

for you there's Mobile Rock Climbing in the 

Lakes or Rock Climbing at the Lodge. 

Free brochure from: 
The Scottish Sports Council 
Dept WFM 
1 St Colme Street 
Edinburgh EH3 6AA 
Telephone 031-225 8411 

The Tulip Shape 
Less convection 
More loft 
Lower weight 
Packs smaller 

No 1 in high altitude 
clothing. 

Mountain Equipment Ltd. 
George Street, Glossop, 

Derbyshire SK 13 SAY, England. 
Telephone: Glossop 3770 
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The anatomic 
CYCLOPS-there's 
nothing quite like itl 

If you really want ANATOMIC you've no choice -you need 
the comfort, stability and easy carrying ensured by: 
1. an internal frame that YOU can adjust to suit YO U R 

back (1) 
2. a padded canvas back shaped for close comfort 

B6R6HJIUS 
3. a quick- release hip belt cut to hug your hips and take 

the weight off your shoulders (2) 
4. easily adjusted shoulder straps with top-tensioners to 

draw your sac in tight (3) 
5. a range of sizes to suit adults and youngsters 
If your sac has ALL these features, you are on the right 
track - CYCLOPS ANATOMIC! 34 DEAN STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 

ENGLAND. TELEPHONE : 0632 23561 If it doesn't, ask for CYCLOPS - why settle for less? 
Write for Catalogue and details of your nearest stockist. 

UADliO 
FORCE 
TEN 

... lets Elimb mountains together 
Whatever your personal mountain, there 's a Va ngo Force Ten 
tent to help your conquest. Proven the world over in the toughest 
conditions by major expeditions ... yet at home with you on a 
weekend trek. Fourteen magnif icent tents including 
Microweights ... possess one. 
Write for colour catalogue and name 
of nearest stockist to 
VANGO (SCOTLAND) LTD,, 
47 Colvend St., Glasgow G40 4DH 
Tel : 0415567621 



Good Gear at reasonable 
prices and great advice 

'f 
alpinl$tt \ 

Join Dougal Haston·s International School 
of Mountaineering at Leysin, Switzerland. '\ 

I.S.M. P.O. Box251854Levsin Switzerland . 

THE SHERPA CO-OPERATIVE 
KATHMANDU NEPAL 

Specialists in personally 
planned trekking 

Wnte for more details ro : 

The Sherpa Co-operative, 
P.O. Box 1338, 

Kathmandu, Nepal . 

and mountaineering 
Of course we can arrange treks to 

Everest, Langtang, the Annapurans, 
Manang and the Kali Gandaki. But 
only we can take you to those re
mote and beautiful areas of Nepal 
that Tour operators and Travel 

Agents have never even heard of. 
Your travel in the Himalayan 

Mountains of Nepal is planned by 
Mike Cheney who has 20 years 
active experience of trekking and 

expedition organization 

Climbing School 

The flnelt In U.S.and Euicpeanequipment 
from ftaulRoss,BIIIAtqdonand Franl<Simon 

U.S.Olstrlbutors for J.B.Hold Hats.Clog, 
Tanadactyls. Troll, llerghaus ~ and 
Mt.Equipment Cotalogue 

b494, MalnSt. NorthCorTMJy, 
NewHar,l)Shlre.U.5.A tel.603.356.5287 
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The Curver Ice Axe 
Rapidly gaining in popularity with beginner and 'hard man' alike. We're so confident 
in our shafts that a free replacement axe will be given to anyone who manages to break 
one in normal use (including falling I) . The Curver has been used on just about every 
expedition from the UK in the last five years and after his incredible ascent of the West 
face of Changabang with Pete Boardman last year, Joe Tasker said "The new Curver is 
fantastic, the best either of us has ever used and really reassuring to have in the hand." 
e New increased pick droop for added security on steep ice. e New large teeth give 
added 'bite'. e Glassfibre shaft of great strength . e Shaped hand-grip and non-slip 
finish. e Beautiful balance and 'feel'. e Head hole for wrist loop (essential for 
steep ice). e New 'shorty' size, ideal for British gully climbs. 
lengths: 16", 19", 21 " and 24" (less pick droop) . 

The Super Hog Ice Peg 
A drive-in/ screw out peg from high tensile steel. Easy to place and easy to extract, 
will not ice up or blunt. If you manage to break one you get two free replacements. 

The Joe Brown Helmet 
Completely hand made and we think the safest helmet on the market. 
e Glassfibre laminated shell for a combination of strength & lightness. e Unique 
foam lining for superb shock absorbing qualities. e Rivetted nylon tape inner cradle 
gives added shock absorption. e Fully adjustable headband to suit all shapes and 
sizes. e Nylon/Terylene chinstrap with quick release buckle. e New self-grip edge 
trim. 
For climbers who prefer a lighter helmet we also produce the Joe Brown Lightweight, 
similar to the 'Super' but without the foam liner. Ideal for expedition and Alpine use. 
Colours: Red, Blue, Orange, Green, Yellow and Rainbow. Sizes : Small 6¼ to 6i, 
Medium 6i to 7¼ and large 7¼ to 71. 
Enquiries to 

S111e>wd.e>111 l..V.Ie>-....I.d.i:r.a.gs 
Llanberis, Gwynedd, North Wales. 
U.S. Distributor: International Mountain Equipment 
P.O. Box 494, North Conway, New Hampshire 03860, U.S.A. 

CHARLOTTE MASON 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
AMBLESIDE CUMBRIA 

A ONE YEAR COURSE 
leading to the 

ADVANCED CERTIFICATE 
IN OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
of the University of Lancaster 
beginning September, 1978. 

This course is designed for qualified teachers with 
several years' experience and personal skills 

in one or more outdoor pursuits. It will investigate 

ADVENTURE AND CHALLENGE 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

IN A FRAMEWORK OF SAFETY 

This course will include a study in depth of the 
physical, psychological and social needs of young 
people, the potentialities of different environments 
for adventure, the demands of leadership in outdoor 
activities, and the place of these activities in the 

curriculum. 

An integral part of the course will be the development 
of personal skills within a wide range of outdoor 
pursuits, and opportunity will be given to gain 

national qualifications in these skills. 

Forms of application and full details of the course may be 
obtained from the: 

Registrar, Charlotte Mason College of Education, 
Ambleside, Cumbria, LA22 98B. 

THE SCOTTISH SPORTS COUNCIL 

Post of 

Temporary Resident Instructor 
at 

Glenmore Lodge 
National Outdoor Training Centre 

Aviemore 

Applications are invited from men and women who 
are able to instruct to a high level particularly in 
winter mountaineering, snow and ice climbing and 
ski-ing. Possession of a teaching diploma or similar 
qualification will be an advantage. The approximate 
duration of the appointment will be late December, 
1977 until early May, 1978. 

Salary scale: £4883-£5288 p.a. 
plus supplements of £522 p.a. 

Full particulars and application form, 
are obtainable from: 

The Secretary 
The Scottish Sports Council (A.D.) 
1 St Colme Street 
Edinburgh EH3 6AA 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Guidebook 
Confusion 
The ill-conceived guidebook policies of the major clubs and the 
B.M.C.'s Peak Committee have now led to a situation where disruption 
threatens the British guidebook scene. 

For many years, the Climbers' Club, the Scottish Mountaineering Club, 
the Fell and Rock Climbing Club, the Y.M.C. and the Peak Committee 
of the B.M.C. have shouldered the responsibility for publishing the 
definitive guidebooks for their areas. The system has relied on volun
tary help from active and experienced climbers and, until recently, it 
has worked reasonably well. But now, tremendous increases in the 
numbers and mobility of climbers, dramatic rises in standards, rapidly 
developing grading concepts and steeply rising print costs have posed 
problems that the traditional clubs have largely failed to meet. 

The kernel of the present difficulties is that each area is served by too 
many guidebooks. Today's widely travelling climber cannot afford to 
own them all and, indeed, has no desire to buy a guide for an area 
that he may only visit once. The first signs of trouble came with the 
publication, and instant success, of Maclnnes's eccentric but useful 
pair of guides covering the whole of Scotland. These and other 
selected-climb guides were masterminded by the Constable publish
ing house and, ironically, all were written by distinguished members 
of the very clubs with whose guides they were competing. In Scotland, 
Maclnnes's guides saved all but the most active local climbers from 
buying no fewer than sixteen regional guides. By now, sales of regional 
guides have presumably slumped, which will no doubt force up prices 
for those who genuinely need them. 

Few can say that the Scottish Mountaineering Trust did not deserve 
this. It has conned itself into a hopelessly reactionary cul de sac on 
grading which is now a laughing-stock to ninety per cent of active 
rock climbers. Moreover, its policy of regional division, with a ridiculous 
five guides to cover the Cairngorms and sparse guides for places 
like Arrochar and Arran (which could easily be merged), with all 
guides selling at constantly indexed prices, can hardly be said to be 
in the best interests of climbers. Climbers have the right to ask who is 
responsible for such decisions, and who is profiting from them. In 
fact, the S.M.T. can count itself lucky that it is only up against the 
strange Macinnes creations, with gradings even less comprehensible 
than its own. If anyone did the job better, the S.M .T. might be pushed 
out of guidebook production altogether, leaving enthusiasts to grope 
amongst the densely packed and obscure pages of the S.M.C. Journal 
for the information they require. It sometimes seems that the S.M .C. 
exists to frustrate climbers rather than to serve them, particularly in 
view of its guidebook policies, and this is a pity as a lot of climbers 
work hard to write the manuscripts that form the basis of the 
guidebooks. 

In the Lake District, the position is only slightly better. Again, there is 
excessive regional division in terms of guides. There is no doubt, for 
example, that the Pillar, Gable and Buttermere guides could be 
merged, and it would also be possible to graft Dow Crag into the 
Scafell guide. By those means alone, three titles would be lost, and 
the resulting guides would give far better value. Reactionary grading 
policies are also in evidence, though less so than in Scotland. The real 
F.R .C.C. crime is a penchant for long and archaic route descriptions: 
Gimmer Crack, for example, is described in terms of nine pitches (three 
is normal), and three and a half pages of the Scafell guide are devoted 
to a description of Central Buttress. Recently, three F.R.C.C. members, 
Eilbeck, Cram and Roper, presumably sensing that the climber was 
not well served by an expensive set of titles, offered to write a selected
climb guide for the club, but they were turned down. They then went 
to Constable, and now the F.R.C.C. is whimpering about copyright 
infringement, although it is doing nothing to rationalize its policies. 
Moreover, the club seems to be making no attempt to incorporate the 
new blood and new ideas that are currently gracing the Lakeland 
scene, and a general mood of discontent with the club's policies is 
now rife in the area. 

In Wales, the picture is less bleak and there are distinct signs of 
improvement. The Climbers' Club has experienced periods of poor 
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editorial direction, which have blighted guidebooks that would other
wise have been up to date and sensibly graded. The club also split up 
its area into too many guidebook packages, some with only minimal 
interest. As a result, James's selected-climb guide, the first and in 
many ways the least damaging of the Constable set, virtually killed 
off sales of both the Cwm Silyn and Snowdon East guides, and didn't 
do much to help Carneddau either. However, instead of griping like 
the F.R.C.C. or maintaining the imperious inflexibility of the S.M.T., 
the C.C. has reacted in a more imaginative fashion. Plans have recently 
been unveiled (C.C.J., 1976) for absorbing three of the club's titles 
into mergers and stress is being placed on other forward-looking 
editorial policies. Moreover, the club has shown itself keen to recruit 
new activists (to form a basis of opinion and expertise for the future) 
and to incorporate modern grading concepts into its guides. 

In Yorkshire, the Y.M.C.'s continued conservatism is looking increas
ingly dated, but, with only two guides to protect, the club is probably 
safe from attack from Constable, though individual climbers may feel 
moved to bring out pirate guides. 

Pat Littlejohn and Cordee are combining to produce a very welcome 
selected-climb guide to the South-West. Here, however, sensible 
advance negotiations with the C.C. have averted any possibility of a 
rape of the club's conventional guidebook areas around Bosigran 
and Chair Ladder. Littlejohn, a member of the C.C., is offering a sample 
of the climbs on these cliffs, to serve the newcomer, but he is not 
taking so much that the definitive guides will be undermined. Here 
again, though, the C.C., mindful of its duty to provide good value for 
the climber, is examining the possibility of an eventual merger of the 
two guides. 

It is unfortunate that the pattern of the C.C./Littlejohn arrangement 
was not adopted in other areas. In the Peak, for example, Nunn's 
selected-climb guide is so comprehensive that it has virtually killed 
off Bleaklow and Kinder sales, two areas that the Peak Committee 
split up and so left vulnerable. Other guides, such as Southern Lime
stone and Chatsworth Grit, have also undergone dramatic reductions 
in sales. Moreover, the Peak Committee's adoption of a pointlessly 
different grading system for its guides, when Nunn's conventional 
system has become generally accepted, hardly inspires confidence. In 
the new (Bancroft) Recent Developments guide, the committee 
has reverted to the Nunn system, but the gradings are so ludicrously 
depressed that it will be necessary to spend a winter on climbing walls 
in order to get up ordinary Peak VS climbs in the future. 

At present, the Peak Committee is muttering darkly about possible 
legal steps against Nunn and Constable, and is vilifying Nunn for 
what it regards as a traitorous act. Indeed, talks have taken place 
between the B.M.C., the F.R.C.C. and the C.C. on the possibility of a 
combined action to combat the Constable challenge. Little effort is 
being made to reach any form of understanding, so the selected
climb guides exist as an adjunct rather than as a threat to the existing 
system. 

There is no reason to suppose that there will always be those who will 
seek to cream off the best climbs for their own profit. We can at least 
be thankful that the authors of the current selected-climb guides 
(Macinnes, Eilbeck, Cram, Roper, James and Nunn) are part of the 
establishment. At present, they seem content to bank their royalty 
cheques, apparently unconcerned about the damage they might be 
doing to definitive guides. However, if they are subjected to fair and 
understanding pressure from their peers, who still serve the system in 
a largely voluntary fashion, they might be expected to modify their 
guides as Littlejohn has done. 

On the other hand, positions do seem to be hardening and, unless a 
new mood of understanding and pragmatism emerges, things will 
only get worse. The clubs, and indeed all experienced climbers, have 
a duty to pass on information to the climbing world in a logical and 
sensible way. Fresh forward-looking ideas should be tempered by 
those of wisdom and experience, for predominance of either can only 
lead to bad decisions being made. The F.R.C.C. and the S.M .T. 
should move energetically to recruit modern activists and rationalize 
their own outdated policies. The Peak Committee, whose hostility 
towards Constable and Nunn and whose weak and confused ideas 
on grading indicate a far from satisfactory situation, is badly in need 
of new blood. The various climbing clubs and the B.M.C. should 
abandon their present stance towards the selected-climb pirates, and 
instead take up a position of reason and compromise, which, luckily, 
most of the current 'selected' authors are likely to reciprocate. 

Finally, all groups should acknowledge that they have a duty to 
protect the definitive record, while at the same time providing sensibly 
graded and logically arranged guides at a price that climbers can 
afford. 



GREATER HIMALAYA 

Doug Scott crawls down 
Ogre with broken legs 
KARA KO RAM 

Baintha Brakk/Ogre 
(23,900ft.) 
A six-man British party, con
sisting of Clive Rowland, Mo 
Anthoine, Doug Scott, Nick 
Estcourt, Pau! Braithwaite and 
Chris Bonington, made the first 
ascent of this difficult mountain 
on July 13. 
Scott and Braithwaite attempted 
a route up the South Pillar, but 
this was abandoned when 
Braithwaite was injured by a 
falling rock. The climbers then 
concentrated on a route up the 
south-west side of the moun
tain, based on probes previously 
made by the 1976 Japanese 
expedition. Three camps were 
established and linked with 
2,500ft. of fixed rope. From the 
highest camp, on the South-West 
Col, the first summit push was 
made by Estcourt and Boning
ton. They made a long traverse 
across and round the South 
Pillar, to gain the South-East 
Face, which they then climbed 
to a high col between the South
West Summit and the Main 
Summit. Finding themselves 
fully extended at this point, they 
climbed the easier and lower 
South-West Summit and then 
descended. 
A second bid was then mounted 
by Anthoine, Scott, Rowland 
and Bonington. This time they 
took a direct line up the South
West Ridge, traversed the South
West Summit and regained the 
high col, where they dug an ice
cave. The following day the 
final 800ft. rock summit tower 
was climbed by Scott and 
Bonington (with pitches of 
HVS) and the summit was 
reached at dusk. The descent 
turned into a prolonged epic. 
First Scott slipped while abseil
ing and broke both legs, then 
the party was overtaken by a 
five-day storm. While forcing 
their way back down the moun
tain in these trying conditions, 
Scott and Bonington had further 
close escapes. Eventually they 
all managed to quit the moun
tain and reach Base safely -
Scott having crawled most of 
the way. 
Latok 2 (23,320ft.) 
A five-man British expedition, 
led by Don Morrison, attempted 
the West Ridge route that de
feated N. Takada's 1975 expedi
tion. The climbers reached the 
West Col and made some pro
gress on the ridge, fixing ropes 
along a sharp rock and ice sec-

tion to a point about 1,500ft. 
below the summit. This point 
was reached by Pat Fearne
hough, Paul Nunn and Pat 
Green. Meanwhile, disaster had 
struck on the approach glacier, 
where Morrison and Tony Riley 
were moving up to support and 
supply the others. Morrison 
broke through a snow bridge 
and, unroped, plummeted into a 
deep and narrow crevasse. Riley 
descended as far as possible 
but was unable to see or hear 
Morrison. Finding themselves 
without supplies, the lead 
climbers came down to investi
gate and the expedition was then 
abandoned. 
Trango Towers (20,S00ft.) 
Last year's British expedition 
climbed the slender Nameless 
Tower, perhaps the most elegant 
of the several summits in the 
Trango group. This year, a six
man American party, consisting 
of Galen Rowell, Kim Schmitz, 
Dennis Hennek, John Roskelley, 
Jim Morrissey and Lou Biskal
gelia, made the first ascent of the 
main Trango Tower. They took 
a route up the South Face, the 
challenging ice-encrusted gable 
featured on the left side of the 
Mountain 49 centre-spread. 
With the exception of Biskalge
lia, all the climbers reached the 
top in June, after a four-day 
alpine-style push. Hennek, 
Schmitz, Rowell and Roskelley 
shared the lead on the 3,000ft., 
5.8, A 1 route. The line zig
zagged up the face along icy 
ramps linked by periodic rock 
pitches. 
The Americans believe their sum
mit to be rather higher than 
Nameless Tower, though any 
disparity in height between the 
two is largely academic, as both 
are fine peaks in their own right. 
Masherbrum (25,660ft.) 
The lwa to Yuki carries an ac
count of an interesting solo at
tempt on Masherbrum, made in 
1975 by American climber 
Michael Kelsey. It seems that 
Kelsey first tried to solo Tirich 
Mir, but was beaten back at 
20,000ft. by high winds and 
deep snow. He then tried to re
peat the original American 
route on Masherbrum. Carrying 
huge loads, he placed six camps 
on the route, the highest at 
24,300ft. Bad weather pinned 
him down at that point for five 
days, during which time he 
made one attempt, but only 
gained a further 150ft. After
wards he was too tired to con
tinue, and he called off the at-

tempt. The article is accompanied 
by convincing photographs of 
this hitherto unreported and 
surprising climb. 

SIKKIM/NEPAL 

Kangchenjunga (28,Z0Sft.) 
Further information is now avail 
able on the recent Indian ascent. 
The Indians made the second 
ascent of the mountain by a new 
route up the difficult East Spur, 
which rises up from the Zemu 
Glacier in Sikkim. This was the 
route that defeated Paul Bauer's 
expeditions in 1929 and 1931. 
The Germans reached a height 
of just over 25,000ft. before 
technical difficulty and avalanche 
danger, together with the sharp 
ice aretes and towers and the 
deep powder-snow, defeated 
them. 
The Indians appear to have 
made two crucial variations in 
the plan of attack previously em
ployed. They used oxygen (the 
Germans rejected it for rigid 
ethical reasons) and they at
tempted the route in the pre
monsoon period, when powder
snow conditions were expected 
to be less acute. The mode of 
attack in fact adhered closely to 
advice given by Erwin Schneider 
(a member of the 1931 party) 
in a passage in To the Third Pole . 
The East Spur rises from the 
Zemu Glacier to a slight whale
back summit, and then dips and 
rises again to join the long 
North-East Ridge at a height of 
about 26,500ft. The Germans 
reached the summit of the spur, 
but were barred from reaching 
the North-East Ridge by ava
lanche threatened slopes. 
The Indians overcame all the 
lower difficulties of the route and 
appear to have gained the North
East Ridge on May 24. They then 
established a final camp at 
26,220ft. In the course of this 
they lost one of their party -
Havilder Sukvinder Singh - who 
slipped and broke his neck while 
descending fixed ropes below 
Camp 2. The summit assault up 
the final steep section of the 
North-East Ridge began on 
May 30, when Major Prem 
Chand and Naik N. D. Sherpa 
climbed from the highest camp 
and set up a high bivouac tent 
below the final "razor sharp" 
ridge. They reached the summit 
ridge the following day, just 
before 3.0 p.m., but stopped six 
feet short of the actual summit 
tip, in deference to religious 
tradition. 
It seems that Ladakh Scouts, 

rather than locals, were used as 
porters, and supplies were air
dropped up to a height of about 
16,000ft. - a technique that was 
apparently referred to on the 
BBC as being " not quite cricket". 
This account has been compiled 
from reports in Himavanta which 
are difficult to relate to the earlier 
German accounts. It would 
appear, though, that the Indians 
have achieved a major success 
on a long and difficult route, in 
arduous conditions . 
Everest (28,0ZSft.) 
A New Zealand expedition, led 
by Keith Woodford, failed in an 
attempt to climb the South Col 
Route, without using Sherpa 
support. Camps were placed up 
to 24,836ft. on the Lhotse Face, 
and Mike Brown and Mike 
Mahoney reached the col in late 
April. Thereafter, high winds 
and the overall fatigue of the 
climbers precluded further 
progress. 
Nuptse (25,850ft.) 
We now have more information 
on the recent Japanese ascent 
first reported in Mountain 56. 
The Kato party followed the 
ridge overlooking the Khumbu 
lcefall and the lower part of the 
Western Cwm, having reached 
it from a Base Camp on the 
lower Khumbu Glacier - below 
Everest Base Camp. They 
reached what is best called the 
North-West Summit (25,41 Oft.); 
the actual West Summit is the 
next peak along the ridge and is 
still unclimbed. 

KASHMIR 

Nun (23,410ft.) 
A twelve-man American expedi
tion, organized by Mountain 
Travel of Oakland and led by 
Galen Rowell, made the fifth 
ascent of this mountain on June 
18. They followed the recently 
established Czech Route on the 
North- West Ridge, but near the 
top they took a new line across 
the West Face. The summit was 
reached first by Rowell , May
nard Cohick and Peter Cumming, 
and then, two days later, by Kim 
Schmitz ( Deputy Leader) and 
Pat O'Donnell. 
The mountain was climbed 
again on June 26 by a party that 
included Sylvain Saudan, the 
extreme skier. Saudan reached 
the summit with three compan
ions, and then skied down the 
mountain in four hours to Base 
Camp at 15,748ft. He thereby 
set a new height record for ski 
descents, adding 50ft. to the 
previous record achieved on 
Trisul, which was descended by 
Lt. Col. Narender Kumar in 1976. 
Correction 
Our news item in Mountain 53 
stated that the Sind Valley is 
only three hours' walk from 
Shrinagar; in fact it takes three 
days to walk there ! 
Correspondents: Ikeda, Scott, 
Fearnehough, Rowell and Lynam 
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THEANDES 

Rouse and Carrington 
grab Andean big three 
CORDILLERA HUAYHUASH 

Nevado Yerupaja (21,759ft.) 
Rab Carrington and Alan Rouse 
made an alpine-style first ascent 
of the 5,000ft. South Face this 
summer. The result was an ED 
climb of forty-seven rope
lengths to reach the South Sum
mit. For the most part it was a 
straightforward ice climb, with 
an average angle of 55 °, but 
there was some hard mixed 
climbing and a difficult finish. 
They bivouacked once on the 
face and once on the summit, 
and then descended the West 
Face . The twenty pitches of 
down-climbing on 45° - 50° 
snow and ice took just 2½ hours. 
A thirteen-man Yugoslav ex
pedition, led by Janez Dovzan, 
made an ascent of the North
East Face in June. Two camps 
were established on the com
plex hanging glacier and rognon 
approach, before the foot of the 
face was gained. From here, 
Dovzan and Marjan Manfreda 

ALASKA/YUKON 

made a seventeen-hour ascent 
up what they described as a new 
route up the right couloir on the 
face. The relationship between 
this and the 1968 Jones/ Dix 
Route is not clear. 
Correction 
Our Yerupaja notes in Mountain 
54 were in error. It appears that 
the Kakimoto expedition reached 
the summit by the North Face 
and N.N.E. Ridge, whereas 
Mayerl and Wurm climbed the 
East Spur. 
Nevado Rondoy (19,301ft.) 
The much sought after West 
Face of this difficult mountain 
was climbed for the first time by 
Rouse and Carrington. A slight 
ridge bisects the face, splitting 
it into North-West and South
West Facets. The South- West 
Facet, nearer to Jirishanca, has 
been studied by several parties, 
all of whom have concluded that 
avalanche danger made it un
justifiable. Rouse and Carrington 
came to the same conclusion 
and they therefore attempted a 

Kennedy and Lowe in 
eleven day Foraker bid 
Mt. McKinley (20,320ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) A party 
of Soviet mountaineers made a 
number of interesting climbs 
here during the early summer. 
Eduard Mislovskij and Valentin 
Ivanov made a seven-day ascent 
of the Cassin Ridge, and Volodya 
Shateyev, Alexei Lebedidtin, 
Oleg Bozisionor and Sergei 
Efimov made a four-day ascent 
of the Western Rib. The party 
also climbed Mt. Crosson 
(12,800ft.), and Lebedidtin and 
Efimov made the first ascent of 
the nearby Peak 10,450ft. 
Other ascents on McKinley in
cluded one of the Cassin Ridge, 
in very windy conditions, by 
Hugh Burton, Steve Sutton and 
two others. 
A solo ascent was made of the 
Western Rib by Rupert Kam
mulandu, and a new route was 
established on a rib to the west 
of the Western Rib by J. Reilly 
Moss and Mike Helms. 
Mt. Hunter (14,570ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) Mike 
Kennedy and George Lowe made 
the first ascent of the North Face 
by the central ice spur, in early 
July. An earlier attempt on the 
route {when the party included 
Jeff Lowe) failed when a cornice 
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gave way and Lowe broke his 
ankle. After splinting the ankle, 
the trio took 1 ½ days to descend 
the 4,000ft. of face already 
climbed. 
Kennedy and Lowe then returned 
and completed the route in a 
4½-day round trip. The crux of 
the climb was a 500ft. corniced 
and mushroomed ridge {which 
was where the accident had 
occurred). The pair made their 
descent down the West Ridge. 
Mt. Foraker {17,400ft.) 
(Central Alaska Range) Kennedy 
and Lowe subsequently made 
the first ascent of the 9,000ft. 
Central Spur of the South Face 
of this mountain. The climb, 
which was achieved in alpine
style, took a total of eleven days 
(including the descent down 
the South-East Ridge). The 
route involved nearly ninety 
pitches of belayed climbing, of 
which about fifteen were on 
rock (pitches of 5.8) and the 
rest either on mixed ground or on 
snow and ice. The ascent, al
though relatively free from ob
jective dangers, was nevertheless 
made in the face of intermittent 
storms and white-outs. It is 
clearly one of the biggest climbs 
yet achieved in Alaska. Lowe 

line just to the left of the heavily 
fluted and corniced bisecting 
ridge - on the North-West 
Facet. This gave them a 3,500ft. 
climb of ED sup., involving both 
mixed climbing and steep ice 
work. They completed the 
route in two days and then 
spent another day and a half 
descending the tricky Original 
(British) Route on the East Face. 
Nevado Rasac (19,817ft.) 
Carrington and Rouse also made 
the first ascent of the South Face 
of this mountain in alpine-style. 
This was a very sustained 3,500ft. 
grade ED sup. route - an ice 
climb involving twelve pitches 
of Scottish grade 5. A steep tri
angular barrier of rock forced 
them off to the right, and they 
emerged on the East Ridge, 
500ft. below the summit. They 
then descended the ridge to the 
Yerupaja Glacier. 
Ancocancha (18,518ft.) 
Rouse and Carrington made the 
first ascent of the 2,000ft. 
N.N. W. Face - a small grade D 
ice climb that took them five 
hours to complete. 

CORDILLERA VILCABAMBA 

Nevado Salcantay (20,574ft.) 
A six-strong French expedition, 
led by Louis Audoubert, recently 

comments: 
"I frankly feel some qualms 
about reporting this route. It is 
perhaps the best climb I have 
done, but with two people (we 
had originally planned for 
three, of course) climbing al
pine-style, we were very ex
tended. We were very lucky 
to escape the chop on the 
descent when a huge cornice 
broke. I am not sure if this is 
the direction that future al
pinists should be encouraged 
to go, as the fatality rate will go 
up. Bigger, harder, and with 
fewer people, does not neces
sarily imply better, and I think 
that Mountain pushes this 
sensational aspect of climbing 
too far. After consideration, 
Mike and I felt that the under
taking did not justify the risk 
involved, and we do not feel 
that our approach is by any 
means the best way to tackle 
this type of climb." 

Two Japanese parties attempted 
the mountain in 1976, and both 
met with disaster. A fourteen
man team led by Akihide Sato 
attempted the North-East Ridge 
in April and May, but withdrew 
after three members of the sum
mit party had died in a storm 
high on the mountain. The 
second group, a six-man expedi
tion led by Goji Ashizawa, lost 
three of its members in an ava
lanche on August 6. They were 
attempting to climb the South
East Ridge. 

made the first ascent of the 
East Arete. 
Nevado Huascaran 
(22,208ft.) 
Brian Hall and Adrian and Alan 
Burgess made the second as
cent (alpine-style) of the formi
dable Paragot Route up the 
North Face. They had expected 
the climb to take four days, but 
in the event it proved harder and 
took eight days, the last four of 
which were spent without food. 
Nevado Chopicalqui 
(20,998ft.) 
Last summer a nine-man French 
expedition, led by Louis Brabet, 
made a determined attempt to 
climb the heavily corniced and 
mushroomed East Ridge. With 
great difficulty, the party reached 
a height of 19,000ft., but at this 
point fragile snow conditions 
prompted a retreat. 
Correspondents: Jaeger, Car
rington, Rouse, Sames and 
Audoubert 

UNITED STATES 

Black Canyon 
Several interesting ascents were 
made here in 1976. In May, Jim 
Dunn and Earl Wiggins estab
lished The Cruise (grade 5, 
5.1 o+) on the Chasm View 
Nose. This fourteen-pitch climb 
is based on the Kor/Dalke Route 
of 1964, but it avoids that climb's 
A4 roofs by a free variation. 
Dunn and Wiggins climbed the 
route in the very fast time of six 
hours. The second ascent was 
made in October by Ed Webster 
and Bryan Becker (see Mountain 
56), who took over a day 
for their ascent. Dunn and 
Wiggins also made a virtually 
free, one-day ascent of The Dia
gonal, rating it 5.10 and leaving 
only two tension traverses to be 
freed. Another good climb made 
at the same time was the second 
ascent of Dragon Route on The 
Painted Wall, by Steve Millar 
and Dean Tschappat. They re
ported that the route gave "sus
tained strenuous nailing, loose 
rock and airy situations". 
Eldorado Springs Canyon 
The U.S. magazine, Climbing, 
reports that a new route has been 
established near Jules Verne on 
Redgarden Wall. Entitled Fool's 
Burn (5.1 o+ ), it was established 
by Jeff Lowe, Dave Breashears 
and Kevin Worral. 
Pat Adams made an outstanding 
solo ascent of Kloeberdanz Roof 
(5.11 ), which is currently re
garded as one of the hardest 
pitches in the area. 
Rocky Mountains 
The winter, although cold, lacked 
any substantial build-up of 
snow. Over three days in late 
December, Ken Duncan and 
Mark Wilford made the first win
ter {third overall) ascent of 
Diagonal Direct on the Lower 
East Face of Long's Peak. In 



order to train for this climb, 
Duncan made the (probable) 
first free solo ascents of Fat City 
and Forty Four (5.10), George's 
Tree (5.9) and Femp (5.9) , on 
the Book on Lumpy Ridge. He 
also soloed Pear Buttress on the 
same cliff. 
Numerous attempts were made 
on a winter solo of The Diamond, 
but, shortly after Christmas, cold 
winds put a halt to further efforts. 
The weather improved in late 
January and Mike Covington 
made the second winter solo 
ascent of The Blitzen Ridge on 
Ypsi!on. He made the climb in 
twenty-eight hours, but was 
caught by a storm near the sum
mit and had a hard time finish 
ing. After this storm, Jeff and 
Mike Lowe started on Diamond 
One, and succeeded in making 
the first winter ascent in five 
days. At the same time, Coving
ton made an eight-hour second 
winter solo ascent of the couloir 
left of Flying Buttress, on the 
North Face of Mt. Meeker. 
In February and March, the wea
ther became almost summery, 
and several new routes were 
made. On McHenry's Peak, 
Scott Kimbell and Joe Laddock 
established a new thirteen -
pitch route on the East Face and, 
soon afterwards, Kimbell and 
Scott Thornburg added a new 
ten-pitch route right of Y Couloir 
on Ypsilon. In March,Joe Kaelah 
and party added a new route up 
the couloir that splits the East 
Face of McHenry's Peak. The 
sixteen-pitch climb involved 
two bivouacs. Shortly after
wards, the same pair made the 
first winter ascent of The Prow 
on Taylor's East Face. At the end 
of the twelve-pitch, two-bivouac 
climb, they had to tunnel through 
the summit cornice. 
On the Crescent Wall, Eric Wein
stein and Bruce Morris put up 
Pressure Drop (5 .11 + ),which 
they describe as "the most diffi
cult crack climb in Colorado". 
The climb has four very hard 
pitches. 
In June, Duncan Ferguson and 
Mike Covington established an 
eight-pitch rock route on Long's 
Peak. Entitled Teeter Totter 
Pillars (5.8), it parallels the 
Notch Cou!oir. 
There have been three accidents 
in the Park recently. Two non
climbers were killed on Mc
Gregor Rock, and local climber 
Mike Neri died after falling from 
Broadway on Long's Peak, ap
parently having slipped on some 
grass above North Chimney. 
Elsewhere in Colorado 
Mike Kennedy and Chris Landry 
made the first winter ascent of 
the North- West Buttress of 
Capitol Peak (5.9, A 1 ), and 
Kennedy, Dawson and Steve 
Shea later made the first com
plete winter ascent of the North 
Face of Pyramid Peak (5.9, A 1 ), 
taking one and a half days. 
Correspondent. Mike Covington 

THE ALPS 

Jorasses 
winter 
ascents 
MONT BLANC GROUP 

Grand Pilier d'Angle: N. E. 
Face 
Mick Fowler and Phill Thomas 
have put up a new route between 
the Cecchinel/ Nomine and 
Bonatti/ Gobbi routes. Starting 
to the left of the Cecchinel/ 
Nomine, it follows rock and ice 
ramps to the right of the new 
Czech Route, before joining the 
Bonatti/ Gobbi Route at the ice
field at half-height. It then forces 
a direct exit up the icy couloir 
above, taking a chimney that 
forms the right fork of this 
couloir. The climb took fifteen 
hours and the pair bivouacked 
just below the Peuterey Ridge. 
The climb is said to be harder 
than the Cecchinel/ Nomine 
route. 
Mt. Blanc du Tacul: 
East Face 
Last winter, Walter Cecchinel 
and Claude Jager made a new 
route up a 1,600ft. spur to the 
right of the Jager Couloir and, 
in June, American climbers Paul 
Wend and Jaewone Yu added 
another new route up the spur 
between the Jager Couloir and 
the Cecchinel Pillar. 
Grand Capucin: South Face 
Ken Jones and Keith Myhill 
made the first British ascent of 
the Asper/ Bron/ Grossi/ Morel 
Route in one day, in August 
1976. Jones reports that the 
climb, which originally involved 
A3 sections, is now almost com
pletely free. It is of high quality 
and worthy of the attention of 
all rock enthusiasts. The pair 
added a two -pitch direct finish 
(grade 6), where the original 
line veers off to the right be
neath overhangs. 
Aig. de Blatiere: West Face 
In July, Americans Rick Acco 
mazzo and Rob Muir established 
a hard new seven-pitch varia 
tion on the face left of the red 
scar left of the Brown/ Whillans 
Route, but the relationship be
tween this and the Harlin / 
Mazeaud Route is not clear. 
Grand Charmoz: West Face 
Our report on Dominique 
Marchal's ascent of the Coq
ueugniot Route (Mountain 55) 
was incorrect in describing it as 
a second ascent. It was at least 
the third time that this route has 
been climbed. 
Grandes Jorasses: 
North Face 
The Bonatti/ Vaucher Route on 
Pointe Croz received its first 
winter and second ascent be
tween December 24 and 29, from 

Pierre Beghin and Xavier Fargeas. 
Lucien Devies has written to 
clarify certain historical errors 
in the Grandes Jorasses articles 
in Mountains 26 and 53. It seems 
that Welzenbach's attempt on 
the face was in the direction of 
The Shroud, and that Brehm and 
Rittler probably started near the 
centre of the central ice -field 
and worked up right to join what 
is now the Bonatti/ Vaucher 
Route. 
Devies also points out that his 
forthcoming guidebook to the 
Grandes Jorasses massif lists 
only two variations on The 
Shroud, both of which were 
added in 1975. One was put up 
by Daniel Monaci and Robert 
Chere, who followed the right
hand of the two lower ice 
runnels and used the direct exit 
marked on our topo in Mountain 
53. The other was put up by two 
ropes led by Audoubert and 
Grosbeillot, and it takes the 
lower rim of The Shroud, where 
it meets the supporting rocks . 
Grandes Jorasses: 
East Face 
The first winter ascent was made 
in four days in mid - March, by 
Claude Marmier and Christian 
Rudolf. 
Les Droites: North Face 
The second winter ascent of the 
Couzy/Salson Route was made 
between December 25 and 28 
by Patrick Decorps and Luc 
Jargeon. 
This summer, a new variation 
finish was added to the 
Cornuau/ Davaille Route by Nick 
Colton and Colin Brooks. They 
followed the original route to 
the rock pillar at the top of the 
ice-field, and then took a steep 
diagonal line up the icy face on 
the right, to finish near the 
Couzy/Salson Route. They 
bivouacked just below the 
summit ridge. 

Extreme Skiing 
Ever steeper faces are being des
cended by the extreme skiers in 
their high season in spring. This 
year, the following faces and 
couloirs received descents: Co/ 
de /'Aig. Verte, North Face 
(Frant;:ois Villiot and Dominique 
Potard) - first descent; Gerva
sutti Cou!oir- regularly; Col de 
Peuterey, North-East Face ( Marc 
Boivin and Patrick Gabarrou) -
first descent ; Aig. Blanche, 
North Face (Anselme Baud and 
Patrick Vallencant) - first des
cent. In order to make the last
named descent, Baud and 
Vallencant skied down the top 
section of the Peuterey Ridge 
from the summit of Mt. Blanc du 
Courmeyer. Finally, the North 
Face of the Aig. du Midi was 
descended for the first time by 
Baud, Yves Detry and Daniel 
Chauchefoin, at the end of May. 
The skiers had to abseil through 
a steep section at half-height to 
gain the lower couloir. 

PENNINE ALPS 

Dent Blanche: North Face 
Ronald Naar and Bas Gresnigt 
made the first Dutch (and possi 
ble third overall) ascent of the 
Schneider/Singer Route. They 
found, as others have done, that 
the first section of th e route in 
volved very serious and techni
cal mixed climbing . 
Alphubel/ Dom/ Taschhorn 
Ronald Naar made a solo tra
verse of these summits in July. 

BERNESE OBERLAND 

Lotschental Breithorn: 
North Face 
This little-frequented face had 
its first British ascent in June, by 
Lindsay Griffin and Phil Bartlett. 
They followed the Feuz/ Von 
Al/men Route, which is about 
2,700ft. long. They found it to be 
of excellent quality, but quite 
hard, and certainly harder than 
the standard Chamonix ice faces 
like the Trio/et and the Argen
tiere . The climb took nine hours. 
Nesthorn: North Face 
Bartlett and Griffin also made a 
new route on this face. With 
plenty of snow about, they were 
able to climb the iced-up slabs 
well to the right of the original 
Welzenbach Route and its direct 
variations. This provided them 
with a sustained TD climb that 
has the advantage of not being 
threatened by the serac ava
lanches that period ically sweep 
the Welzenbach Route. The 
climb took twelve hours. 
Gletscherhorn: North-East 
Face 
Bartlett and Griffin also made an 
8½-hour ascent of the Welzen
bach Route on this face, using a 
safer but more direct and harder 
start. This involved a section of 
quite hard climbing (Scottish 
grade 4) to reach the rock-band, 
where the original route was 
joined . Thereafter the climbing 
was easier, but still sustained. 
The start, to the left of the original 
route, enabled a zone threatened 
by serac avalanche to be avoided. 
The Dutch climbers, Naar and 
Gresnigt, also made an ascent 
of this face in August, when it 
was still heavily snowed-up. 
They followed a direct line 
based on the Juan/ Etter/Reiss 
Route, but took the central cou 
loir direct, as the cold conditions 
rendered this relatively safe (in 
normal conditions it would be 
unjustifiable). The ascent took 
only 5½ hours and the pair then 
traversed to the Ebnefluh and 
descended the Hiebeler Route 
on the North Face. 
Eiger: North Face 
Naar and Gresnigt made the 
first Dutch ascent of the 1938 
Route, between August 15 and 
17. It was the first ascent of the 
season and the face was in a 
heavily snowed-up condition. 
Correspondents: Jones, Naar, 
Griffin and Bartlett 
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BRITISH ISLES 

Scots split 
VS grade 
SCOTLAND 

Scottish Grading 
This year has seen a crack appear
ing in the monolithic orthodoxy 
of S.M.C. grading policy. The 
hitherto inviolate VS grade has 
been split into two categories -
VS and HVS - and a list of all 
the main Scottish routes, to
gether with their new grades, has 
been published in the S.M.C. 
Journal. It would appear that 
HVS is now the ambiguous 
grade, while VS is roughly in 
line with the same standard 
elsewhere, although the in
clusion at VS of routes such as 
Sassenach, Swastika, Bludgers 
and Kneepad (to name but four) 
should sound a cautionary note 
to those who pitch their VS 
grade at the level of Gimmer 
Crack or Nose Direct. It may be 
that by adopting this half-way 
stage to conventional southern 
grading, the Scots will create 
more problems than they solve. 
In future, Mountain will there
fore add the letter 's'to all S.M.C.
style gradings, to indicate that 
caution may be necessary. It 
should be noted that some of 
the younger Scottish activists 
are already grading their routes 
in accordance with the most 
advanced southern methods. 
Northern Highlands 
This year's S.M.C. Journal con
tains an informative article on 
the 1,000ft. Creag Urbhard 
on Fionaven. Also reported from 
that area are four routes on the 
North Face of Cnoc a' Mhadaidh, 
that were established in 1975 
and 1976 by Sheffield climbers, 
and two seemingly worthwhile 
routes on the North Face of Glas 
Bheinn, near Loch Carron. One 
of these, Black House (590ft., 
VSs), put up by T. Briggs, Paul 
Nunn and Clive Rowland, is 
accorded the rare and telling 
S.M .C.J. accolade, "recom
mended". 
The journal also lists nine new 
routes on Beinn Eighe and two 
new routes on the Fuar Tho/I. 
A winter route of particular in
terest is Silver Tear (1,000ft., 
grade 5), a prominent icefall 
just right of Mad Hatter's Gully, 
in the Caire na Poite on Beinn 
Bhan, in Applecross. This was 
climbed in February by Norrie 
Muir and A . Paul. 
Skye 
The S.M.C.J. has descriptions of 
two major routes on the Caire 
na Creiche cliffs of Sgurr a 
Mhadaidh. Megaton (830ft., 
HVSs) takes a line in the centre, 
some 250ft. right of Thor. The 
climb was completed in 1974 by 
Martin Boysen, Paul Nunn and 
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Bob Toogood. Quark (700ft., 
HVSs) goes between Megaton 
and Thor and was put up in 1976 
by Chris Boulton and Paul Nunn. 
The S.M.C.J. also lists five 
other new routes of some size 
on various Skye cliffs. 
Ben Nevis 
Two new routes on the Minus 
One Buttress should be noted. 
In 1972, Ken Crocket and Ian 
Fulton climbed The Serendipity 
Line (VSs), which is a very direct 
route up the buttress, and, in 
February of this year, Norrie 
Muir and A. Paul made the first 
winter ascent of the buttress 
(grade 5) by a route linking 
North-East Grooves with the 
original Minus One Direct. 
We can now confirm that the 
free ascents of Titan's Wall on 
Carn Dearg (reported in Moun
tain 56) were the first such as
cents to have been made. A 
further ascent has been made by 
Ken Johnstone and Alan Griggs, 
though Johnstone had to take 
one aided rest on the crucial 
pitch. Davy Cuthbertson reports 
that the route is sustained and 
strenuous and compares favour
ably with southern routes like 
Resurrection and Gates of 
Delirium. Combining the opin
ions of Mick Fowler and Cuth
bertson, the grade seems to be 
E4, 5a, 5c, 5a. 
Glencoe Area 
Young climbers from Glasgow 
and Edinburgh have continued 
their detailed examination of the 
various Aonach Dubh crags. On 
the East Face, Willie Todd and 
Cuthbertson added The Fly 
(190ft, E2, 5b), up the walls be
tween Anonymous and The 
Spider, and Quietude (200ft., 
VS) just to the right of Solitude. 
Cuthbertson and Derek Jamie
son climbed Lady June (130ft., 
E2, 5b) on the wall well to the 
left of Grochan Grooves and, 
nearer to that route, they added 
Nothing Special (150ft., HVS, 
5a). 
There have been important dis
coveries on the North Face, 
where Johnstone added two new 
routes to the walls left of Yo-Yo. 
Massacre (390ft., XS, 5b) starts 
at the foot of Tober, climbs a 
loose overhang and follows 
grooves directly to the top, 
while Eldorado (XS, 5b), which 
he climbed with Alan Griggs, 
takes the thin crack just left of 
The Clearances. Both routes in
volved aided rests. The 5b 
grades given to all these routes 
left of Yo-Yo appear surprisingly 
low in view of the general steep
ness of the cliff. Johnstone (un
seconded) also made the long
awaited first free (and possible 
second) ascent of Bathgate's 
Flip Out, on the left wall of 
Ossian's Cave. Again, the climb 
was given a grade of 5b. 
Other repeated new routes on 
Aonach Dubh include Crocodile, 
by Adge Last and Jamieson, 

Freak Out (Quiet Desperations), 
by Johnstone and Last, Ban
nockburn, by Johnstone and 
Kenny McClusky, and Fly Man, 
by Johnstone and Griggs. 
On the Bauchai/le, Johnstone 
and Todd made a free ascent of 
Bogtrotter (5b), Engineer's 
Crack has gone free and Le 
Monde has had a further ascent 
(Cuthbertson and McClusky). 
The Sgulaird Slabs have pro
vided a brand new climbing area, 
developed in 1976 by G. N. 
Hunter and Neil Quinn. The 
slabs, which average 550ft. in 
height, are on the slopes of 
Beinn Sguliard, a mountain 
above Glen Creran on the 
Ballachulish/Oban road. Hunter 
and Quinn report a total of seven 
routes in the S.M.C.J., including 
a 640ft. Hard Severe called 
Safari (another Ardverikie Wall, 
perhaps?). 
Cairngorms 
The S.M.C.J. reports five new 
routes on Creag an Dubh Loch 
and six on Lochnagar. No route 
descriptions are given, as these 
are being held back for the 
forthcoming guide. There is, 
however, a list of the remaining 
aid on Creag an Dubh Loch, al
though this was recently render
ed redundant by the first free 
ascents of Giant (E2, 5b, 5c, 5a, 
5a) and Cougar (E3, 4c, 5b, 5b, 
5c) by Davy Cuthbertson and 
Murray Hamilton. Willie Todd 
and Adge Last have also made 
the second (first free) ascent of 
Fa!conhorst. 
The journal also reports that 
Mitre Ridge on Bheinn a'Bhuird 
should now be regarded as a 
winter grade 5. Two new sum
mer routes are reported on the 
Corrie na Ciche on this moun
tain: High Step (550ft., HVSs), 
put up by J. Moreland and D. 
Wright, takes a rightward 
trending line above Three Step, 
and Hell's Bells (620ft., VSs), 
put up by S. Falconer, G. and I. 
Reilly and G. Stephen, goes 
between Vatican Stairs and 
Quartzvein Route. 
Dagger (grade 4), on Creagan a 
Choire Etchachan, had its first 
winter ascent in January by A. 
Nisbitt and A. Robertson. The 
same pair also added a number 
of new winter climbs to Eagle's 
Rock. 
Arran 
Two new routes have been 
added to Cioch na h'Oighe 
which now "puts the cliff firmly 
on the map", Bill Skidmore and 
R. Richardson climbed Armadillo 
(350ft., HVSs) up the impressive 
corner-crack to the right of 
Klepht, and Skidmore and A. 
Walker added Gazebo (350ft., 
HVSs), a hard slab climb be
tween Galway Slabs and 
Ziggurat. 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Borrowdale 
Several new routes have been 

added to Black Crag. Jubilee 
Grooves (300ft., HVS), put up 
by Bill Freeland and Ray Mc
Haffie, takes a rib and grooves 
to the left of The Shroud and has 
rapidly become popular. High 
Plains Drifter (570ft., E2), a 
girdle traverse put up by Free
land, Jeff Lamb and Syd Clark, 
follows predominantly known 
ground from left to right, starting 
up Moonraker and finishing up 
Gleaned Grooves. A new route 
called Scrutineer has been 
worked up the steep rock above 
the bend in Troutdale Pinnacle, 
by Pete Livesey and a companion. 
Another ascent of interest was 
made by Pete Whillance and 
Dave Armstrong, who free
climbed Livesey·s Ostentatious, 
eliminating the one aid-point 
and renaming the climb Vertigo 
(its original name). Like High 
Tor's Flakey Wall, this is a good 
example of the way in which 
renaming is disruptive, and leads 
to arguments that are boring 
to all except those involved. 
Various renamed climbs now 
exist in the Lakes, Wales and the 
Peak, and in all but a handful of 
cases the new names are likely 
to be rejected when the defini
tive guidebooks are written. 
On Upper Falcon Crag, Route 1 
is now generally climbed free at 
E2, 5b. 
On Shepherd's Crag, Pete Bot
terill added a short pitch up the 
fine arete left of Shepherd's 
Chimney (Black Sheep: HVS). 
On Great End Crag, Ron Fawcett 
repeated (free) the difficult part 
of Livesey's Nagasaki Grooves, 
taking a fall in the process. The 
problem had previously defeated 
several leaders. 
Dave Nicol, with Colin Downer, 
Howard Cobb and Chris Bacon, 
added Banzai Pipeline (300ft., 
HVS) up the grooves to the left 
of Great End Pillar. 
On Raven Crag, in Combe Ghy/1, 
Pendulum is now climbed free 
at HVS. 
On Goat Crag, Downer, Nicol 
and Cobb climbed the crack line 
left of D.D.T., producing a route 
called Point Blank (200ft., HVS). 
The route crosses D.D.T. higher 
up the cliff, and finishes on its 
right. 
A further ascent has been made 
of Footless Crow by the Berzins 
brothers. Martin Berzins, who 
led the route in one run-out with 
a 50m. rope, thought it deserved 
a grade of 6a/b, E4, and com
mented that the difficulties were 
short and the protection 
reasonable. 
Buttermere 
On Eagle Crag, Birkness Elimi
nate and Fifth Avenue/Direct 
Finish were climbed free by Bob 
Hutchinson and John Earl. 
Thirlmere Area 
Several of the new routes on 
Raven Crag have been rapidly 
repeated. Pete Botterill and 
Martin Berzins climbed Decline 



and Fall, which they felt was 
rendered rather pointless by the 
addition of Peals of Laughter. 
Berzins, with his brother Bob, 
also repeated the latter route in 
one run-out. He points out that 
his was not a true second ascent, 
as he inspected the route on a 
rope before the first ascent was 
made. Nevertheless, he feels 
that the climb rates E4, 6a, 
rather than the 6b we reported 
in Mountain 56. The brothers 
also climbed Blitzkrieg, which 
they said was very worthwhile 
and worthy of an E4 rating. 
Scafell Area 
Our report on the new route, 
Rinrr11ur~ith nn C:no./,o// r,,,.,.,,.. 

Martin Berzins - tactically 
controversial 

so as to put the errant Berzins in 

Park (160ft, E2, 5c), between 
Strand and Central Park. The 
crucial second pitch involves 
fierce crack climbing, with two 
pitons for aid (the first placed 
with aid from a sling, and then 
reached free). Winteringham, 
hardly inexperienced in these 
matters, believes the pitons are 
justified, and a second ascent by 
Andy Sharp failed to improve 
on the initial performance. The 
Winteringhams also climbed 
Heathen (180ft., HVS, 5a), a 
steep groove line in the right
hand zawn wall below Deygo, 
at South Stack. 
Lakeland experts Pete Whillance 

added to Dinas Cromlech. Moran 
and Milburn put up Curfew 
(HVS, 5a) on the "juggy" arete 
between Sabre Cut and Better 
Things, and Crook and Roberts 
climbed Monster (E1, 5b), which 
takes the crack to the right of 
Grand. 
Clogwyn du'r Arddu 
The arete between Woubits and 
Mostest, a long-standing prob
lem, has been climbed by Alec 
Sharp, Steve Clegg and Jeff 
Lamb. Entitled Hazy Days 
(150ft, E3, 5c), the climb starts 
at the first stance of Woubits, 
moves to the arete and then dia
gonally up the wall to the right, 



more restrictive measures to 
govern the movement of large 
numbers of people. Crude foot
path improvements are probably 
better than letting erosion con
tinue unchecked, but fences and 
notices are often more intrusive 
and ugly than the erosion they 
purport to stop. 
Cwm ldwal 
Bill Wayman and Tim Jepson 
have added another new route to 
the Suicide Wall. Entitled Penal 

Servitude (150ft., E4, 6a} , 
it takes the steep wall to the 
right of Capital Punishment. The 
climb involves sustained 5c 
wall-climbing up the highest 
part of the cliff. The 6a move is 
close to the ground. The route 
was inspected and cleaned from 
a rope prior to the ascent, and a 
crucial thread runner was pre
placed. Wayman says that the 
climb compares favourably in 
terms of both difficulty and 

Pembroke priority for 
Littlejohn's new routes 
SOUTH WALES 

Pembroke 
There has been a sustained 
attack on Mother Carey's 
Kitchen. In May, Richard Berry 
(unseconded) led a climb called 
The Bungle (80ft., HVS), which 
takes a rising line from the 
bottom left corner of the crag to 
the arete overlooking A Sea 
Change. 
A second route was added in 
June. Entitled Sporting Chance 
(150ft., XS, 5b), it takes an 
obvious line above the rock pool 
right of Oz, which it crosses at 
half-height before continuing up 
a groove to the left of the Oz 
finish. Bob Burns and Brian 
Wyvill were responsible for this 
climb, and the ascent was 
"action-packed", with Burns 
taking a 40ft. fall from the top 
pitch and Wyvill eventually suc
ceeding amidst a hail of loose 
blocks and creaking flakes. 
In July, Pat Littlejohn and Nipper 
Harrison added Warp Factor 
(140ft, E4, 6a) up the over
hanging groove just right of 
Star Gate and Deep Space. This 
proved to be a very serious 
undertaking. Littlejohn used a 
rest sling at a crucial (unprotec
ted) stage on the first pitch, and 
the second pitch also involved 
some incidents with loose holds. 
Two weeks later the pair added a 
second major route, Zeppelin 
(150ft., E3, 5c), which takes 
the very steep direct line be
tween Sporting Chance and 
Rock Idol that previously de
feated Burns. The ascent in
volved 5c overhanging wall 
climbing, followed by a spec
tacular 5b groove. 
Harrison and Richard Broom
head added a girdle to the cliff 
with Lickin' the Ladle (390ft., 
E1 , 5a). This starts up Rock Idol 
and traverses the cliff at mid
height to finish up Deep Space. 
Deep Space itself received a 
second ascent from Harrison and 
Broomhead. Finally, Harrison led 
Nimrod free and, with Chris 
King, climbed the cracks (E2, 5b) 
between Brazen Buttress and 
Herod. 
Previously unreported from last 
year was a climb by Phil I Thomas 
and John Harwood, who linked 
the start of Wraith with Strait 
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Gate, by a diagonal line that they 
called Welsh Connection (150ft., 
MXS). 
These climbs establish beyond 
doubt the importance of Mother 
Carey's Kitchen as a challenging 
cliff, even though its average 
height is little more than 150ft. 
On the Skomar Towers, Broom
head and Harrison added 
Dolomite Sprint (120ft., XS, 5c}, 
which takes the crack just left of 
the cave to the right of The Dirk. 
On Lydstep Point, Chris King, 
Dave Roberts and Pat Littlejohn 
climbed The Rip (130ft., HVS, 
5a), the fine crack line on the 

Pat Littlejohn - a ceaseless tide 
of superb new climbs 

face traversed by Poseidon. 
On the Mowing Word/Stackpole 
Head cliffs, further routes have 
been reported, some of which 
were climbed several years ago. 
However, as none of these has 
so far been recorded, we are 
taking this opportunity to note 
them, in order to complete the 
record and avoid repetition in 
the future. 
On Stackpole Head, in 1970, 
Jim Perrin (climbing with 
R. Pearce) added an indepen
dent top pitch (5a) to Hawk, and 
on Mowing Word, in 1972, he 
climbed Charenton Crack (90ft., 
5c), which takes the obvious 
overhanging corner line 40ft. 
left of Logos. Further along 
Mowing Word, Bob Burns and 
John Jones contributed Seal 

quality with Capital Punishment. 
Cwm Pennant 
Jim Perrin, with various com
panions, has established five 
worthwhile routes on Craig Cwm 
Trwsglduring the last three years. 
Perrin is particularly enthusiastic 
about The Exterminating Angel 
(180ft., E3, 5c), which he 
climbed in 1974 with Doc 
O'Brien. This takes a diamond
shaped slab on the left of the 
cliff. The Widening Gyre (250ft., 

Hunt (11 Oft., HVS), which 
takes the bottomless groove 
above the first part of the tra 
verse of Heart of Darkness, after 
starting up that route. 
Fifty feet left of Diedre Sud, on 
an impressive part of the cliff, 
Harrison and Broomhead 
climbed Widowmaker (150ft., 
XS, 5c). The relationship be
tween this climb and two routes 
led earlier by Neil Lockwood is 
so far unresolved. 
The North Coast received some 
attention. The Laird's Cliff, a new 
development at Penbywchdy 
Head, was unveiled by Pat 
Littlejohn, who had spent some 
time preparing it several years 
ago. This year, two major 
routes have materialized : 
Banquo (230ft., E2), a 5b corner 
line on the left of the cliff, 
climbed by Littlejohn with 
Charles Wand-Tetley and 
Roberts, and Macbeth (260ft., 
E3, 5c), which uses a hard 
groove to reach a large slab in 
the centre of the cliff and was 
climbed by Littlejohn and 
Wand-Tetley. 

PEAK/PENNINES 

Limestone 
Yorkshire's Blue Scar provided 
John Eastham, and Geoff and 
John Myres, with a new route 
called Blue Max (120ft., HVS), 
which takes a line to the right of 
The Piddle,. The same team 
added Oedipus (XS) to the left of 
Diver's Groove at Gordale, and 
Eastham has also soloed a new 
route at Ma/ham, called The 
Buzzard (HVS), which takes the 
wall between Jackdaw and 
Raven. 
Pete Livesey and Jill Lawrence 
made a very hard new route at 
Gordale Scar. Entitled Mossdale 
Trip (160ft, XS, 6a, E5), it in
volves "a one-way trip, with 
bold climbing, three cruxes and 
poor protection". Starting up 
Rebel, it moves across and up to 
an overhanging arete on the left, 
before continuing to the foot of 
the ramp on Jenny Wren. It then 
moves left again and some diffi
cult climbing leads up to a ledge 
and the cave belay of Rebel. 
The climb finishes with very 
hard moves over a roof to gain a 
groove ( Livesey took a spectacu
lar fall here). The climb was 
cleaned and fitted with protec
tion pitons from an abseil about 
a year before the ascent. 
On High Tor, Livesey and Steve 
Foster propose the name China 
Spring (11 Oft., XS, E3), for a free 

E1 , 5b), which takes ribs and 
grooves in the centre of the 
North- West Wing, was climbed 
in 1975 with Pat Doncaster. 
Perrin teamed up with Martin 
Boysen to add Mere Anarchy 
(150ft., HVS, 5a) and A Second 
Coming (400ft, E1, 5a), and 
with Ian Nightingale to climb 
The Blood-Dimmed Tide (200ft., 
5a, VS) up the steep red pillar on 
the right of the crag. 

climb which takes the general 
line of Read's Route (A2), with 
a different groove in the middle 
section. Again, the route was 
cleaned from an abseil prior to 
the ascent. 
A fall from above the crux on 
Darius, by Australian climber 
John Chester, has stripped the 
climb of its crucial bolt. Good 
alternative protection exists a 
little lower, but 5c climbing will 
now be obligatory to finish the 
route (many parties used the 
bolt for aid in the past, to give 
the climb a more even 5b 
standard). 
Gritstone 
At Crookrise, Livesey soloed a 
new route called Walkover (XS), 
which takes the arete at the left 
end of Walker's Farewell slab. 
Caley Crags provided Al Manson 
with a hard new route called 
Adrenalin Rush (XS). This takes 
the crack and steep slab right of 
Psycho, and Manson soloed it 
after previous top-rope practice. 
Andy Wilde added Botany Bay 
(HVS) to the left of Kangaroo 
Wall at Brimham, and Steve 
Bancroft made the second as
cent of the Almscliff test-piece, 
Goblin's Eyes, having top-roped 
it some time earlier. 
In Derbyshire, Chris Lawson and 
Mike Nugent put up a new route 
called The Graduate (HVS), up 
the wall above the start of Coun
tess Buttress at Stanage. 
The Usurper, at Curbar Edge, 
has been climbed free by Nicky 
Stokes and Al Manson. On 
Millstone Edge, Mick Fowler, 
Jon Stevenson and Geraldine 
Abrey put up Evening Premier, 
which takes the thin crack right 
of Wuthering Crack, and finishes 
up a wider crack to the right. 
On Cratcliffe Tor, a notable 
woman's ascent was recorded 
when Christine Crawshaw made 
an on-sight lead of Five Finger 
Exercise (5c). 
What is the hardest grit route in 
Derbyshire, and does a grit 6c, or 
even 6b grade exist? These are 
questions currently under dis
cussion. Opinions vary, but 
following recent repeats it now 
seems to be generally agreed 
that Curbar's Profit of Doom 
comes below Stanage's Gibbon/ 
Nectar in the difficulty stakes. 
Some say that Profit only rates 
6a, while others give it 6b/ c. 
The new Recent Developments 
guide (Editor, Steve Bancroft) 
sets a tough pace in grade 
suppression that stands in 
marked contrast to the Welsh 



Above: Martin Berzins leading Profit of Doom (6b) on Curbar 
Edge - a climb currently regarded as one of the hardest in Britain. 
Photo: John Woodhouse 

listings which appear elsewhere 
in this issue of Mountain. With 
routes like Great Slab and Tippler 
in the 5a range, and Edge Lane, 
Green Death and Great Arete all 
in the 5b sector, the guide offers 
plenty of fuel for controversy. 

SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND 

Lundy 
The centre of activity has now 
shifted to the cliffs between the 
Old Light Cliff and Landing Craft 
Bay. Last year, Amis Strapcans 

and Frank Cannings climbed 
Sexcrime (200ft., VS) and Bleed 
for Speed (200ft., XS, 5c) in the 
Two Legged Buttress area. 
Bleed for Speed has a very tech
nical 5c pitch, and there is room 
for another to be added outside 
the nesting season. 
The increasing numbers of 
raven's nests on the island 
(which have been appearing at 
an alarming rate in Deep Zawn) 
are beginning to pose quite a 
problem for climbers. Easter is 
the critical period and it remains 
to be seen what compromise can 
be reached with the conserva
tionists when it comes to the 
August/ September period. 
Further first ascents made last 
year included Charles Wand 
Tetley's Pinstripe (160ft, S) up 
the right-hand side of Two 
Legged Buttress, and David 
Langmead"s and Richard McElli
gott's Devil's Honeymoon 
(125ft., VS), which takes the 
challenging groove line between 
the starts of Devil's Spine and 
Seventh Seal. 
This Easter, Cannings and Strap
cans put up Muffin the Mule 
(270ft., S), between Weird Wall 
and the Devil's Limekiln. The 
approach involves a wade 
through a tunnel, a lasso and a 
tyrolean, and the route promises 
to be better than the adjoining 
Pony and Trap. 
Cannings and Strapcans also 
added two VSs in the First 
Buttress South/Alpine Buttress 
area - Fusion and Gulf Stream, 
both 150ft. Strapcans then led 
Scorched Earth (160ft., XS, 5c) 
on Alpine Buttress and Cannings 
led The Great Divide (340ft, 
XS, 5b), which takes the tower
ing crack line in the right wall 
of the entrance to the Devil's 
Limekiln, just left of Wild 
Country. The crack was ap
proached via the start to Wild 
Country and required two rest
ing nuts. Three other routes 
were added during this period 
by D. Tempest, M. Newton and 
Pat Cannings, in the Needle 
Rock area. 
In August, another route, Flash
ing into the Dark (220ft., HVS), 
was put up in the Limekiln by 
Tom Jones and Roger Hughes. 
This takes a very obvious, dank 
chimney line, and it called for 
considerable gardening effort. 
Cornwall 
On Gurnard's Head, Rick Abbas 
and Tony Mawer reduced the 
aid on Behemoth to one sling 
on the second groove. 
A major new route has been put 
up in Bosigran's Great Zawn, by 
Pete Livesey and Jill Lawrence. 
Entitled Fool's Lode (21 Oft., 
HXS, 6a, E5), it takes a zig-zag 
line up the face between Libera
tor and West Face Route. 
On Land's End, Pat Littlejohn 
and Ian Peters climbed Long
ship's Wal/without its aid sling, 
producing a sustained pitch of 
hard 5c. They also put up a new 
route called Antenna (XS, 5c), 
which starts up Longship's Wall 

and then traverses left to reach a 
line leading to the top. 
On the extreme right end of the 
Land's End cliffs, Abbas and 
Mawer climbed the left-hand 
one of a pair of cracks, to the 
rig ht of Capillary Crack, pro
ducing Aberdeen Angus (HVS, 
5b) . 
Also at Land's End, the aid was 
eliminated from Parasite by 
Littlejohn and Dave Roberts, 
and the route is now considered 
E2, 5b. The pair also added a 
direct start to Initiation and put 
up a new route called Voices 
(120ft., E2, 5b), taking the 
steep cracks in the zawn wall 
just left of Parasite. On the other 
side of this zawn, the obvious 
gap to the right of Zawn Face 
Route has been plugged with 
Time Lord (1 00ft., HVS, 5a), 
which was climbed by Paul Rigg, 
Keith Marsden and Nigel Met
calfe. Further to the left, Little
john and Roberts put up Witch 
Hunt (120ft., E2, 5c), which 
takes the slender buttress be
tween Backlash and Black 
Power. 
Elsewhere in Cornwall, Littlejohn 
and Peters added a fine new 
route, Lotus (155ft., HVS, 5a), to 
the small collection at Doyden 
Point. This starts up Decumanus 
and then takes a diagonal line 
rightwards to the top of the cliff. 
Finally, Littlejohn and Peters 
produced a very important new 
route at Carn Gow/a. The Andro
meda Strain (270ft., XS, 5b/c) 
takes the steep slabby walls 
right of Mercury, after a very 
serious abseil approach. Both 
Mercury and The Andromeda 
Strain are major routes in a 
magnificent situation on one of 
the most serious sea cliffs in 
Britain. 

NewM.T.B. 
Constitution 
approved 
The B.M.C. has imposed a new 
constitution on the Mountain 
Training Board. The decision was 
unanimously approved at a 
meeting of the B.M .C. Manage
ment Committee on September 
14. 
Sir Jack Longland was informed 
of this development on Septem
ber 15 and officially thanked for 
his thirteen years service as 
Chairman of the Board. How
ever, Sir Jack has not been in
vited to act as Chairman on the 
new Board. This post has been 
filled in an interim capacity by 
Dr. Will Butler, until the B.M.C. 
appoint a permanent Chairman. 
This radical action is expected to 
break the deadlock that now 
exists over mountain training 
policies, as it is likely that the 
terms of the B.M.C. compromise 
package will be endorsed by the 
new Board. 
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Craig Gogarth, Britain's most important sea cliff, was only climbed for the first time in 1964. NoW it _boasts nearly two hundred top-quality routes, many of which are among the most difficult in 
the country. The cliff also enjoys an international reputation for having the world's finest sea cliff climbing. In a two-part article, Alec Sharp, author of the forthcoming Gogarth guide, 

describes the events that led to the cliff's meteoric rise to tame, and the climbs that provide the basis of its unique appeal. 
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IN THE BEGINNING was the cliff, aloof, 
mysterious, sea-pounded, storm-lashed. 
Then came the plants, the sea-birds and 
finally the climbers. The first person to pay 
any attention to it from the climbing point 
of view was Trevor Peck, who noticed it 
from the Irish ferry . He visited the place, 
scrambling down to the sea to assess the 
possibilities. That was several decades ago, 
but it was a long while before any routes 
were done on the major sea cliffs of 
Gogarth, although a few explorations took 
place on the broken and more friendly 
rocks of Holyhead Mountain , which , in 
the 'fifties, became the climbing ground of 
the mountain rescue men from R .A.F . 
Valley. 

The real onslaught began in 1964, and 
there followed a race for routes such as 
had never before been seen in Britain. At 
that time, the main mountain cliffs of 
North Wales, particularly Clogwyn du'r 
Arddu, were reeling under the attacks of 
the Alpha Club. Leading the activity was 
Peter Crew, a young climber keen to 
dislodge Joe Brown from his then acknow
ledged position as king of climbing. New 
lines were fast disappearing as the voracious 
Alpha gobbled them up, but keen com
petition between the members of the club 
ensured great secrecy concerning the 
whereabouts of the remaining lines . Hori
zons were expanded as the Alpha made 
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trips to more distant areas, such as 
Tremadog and the Lleyn Peninsula. How
ever, despite its good routes, Tremadog 
was regarded as a second-rate cliff, and 
the Lleyn Peninsula never really captured 
the imagination of most climbers. 

Then, in April, 1964, Martin Boysen 
and Baz Ingle went out to Holyhead and 
down to the sea cliffs below the mountain. 
Here, they created a long and intricate 
climb up the right-hand side of the Main 
Cliff. They called it Gogarth, a name that 
has since come to apply to the whole of 
the Holyhead Cliffs. Now one of the 
classics of the cliff, consisting as it does of 
easy grooves up big pedestals alternating 
with steep walls, Gogarth remained for 
some time a very serious undertaking and 
scared away many who came to try it. 

On the same day as they climbed 
Gogarth, Boysen and Ingle also climbed 
the slender pinnacle of Shag Rock, on the 
Upper Tier of cliffs to the right of Gogarth. 
Full of enthusiasm, Ingle returned a week 
later with Crew. The pair scrambled along 
the sea-level traverse to the centre of the 
Main Cliff, where they climbed Pentathol, 
the only really obvious break in this 
section. The cliffs, big, blank and impos
sibly steep, with the sombre sea below, 
made a deep impression on Crew: 

" My main memories of that climb are of 
being absolutely bloody frightened by 

the sea. I've got a morbid fear of water 
anyway, but I can remember going 
along that traverse, thinking, 'God, 
we're going to die if we're not careful', 
and then struggling on that first pitch of 
Pentathol, watching the tide coming in 
and wondering if we were going to 
drown." 
Imagination ran riot, and the Main 

Cliff enjoyed a brief respite before the 
ensuing blitz. Attention turned to the 
Upper Tier, where the Alpha proceeded 
to climb Bezel, Gauntlet, Amphitheatre 
Wall and other routes . . After this, the 
prevailing attitude was that the cliff was 
worked out - unbelievable to the present
day climber used to a route up every 
groove and wall. Crew comments : 

"It was partly a factor of the sea-level 
traversing and climbing above water, 
which for us was a completely strange 
experience . . . We also used. to stare at 
that crag and think it was too steep - I 
looked at The Ramp for week after week, 
trying to work out whether it was a 
slab or an overhanging wall, and whether 
it was blank or covered with jugs. Until 
we went on it, I had no idea at all, and 
I literally had bad dreams about it. The 
main crag we just regarded as ridiculous : 
it's a psychological problem, just a 
massive blockage - steepness, water and 
loose rock ." 
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So the cliff was left, fully worked out 
with nine routes. Also, the reign of the 
Alpha was drawing to an end. All things 
must pass and the Alpha Club was no 
exception. Many of its members left for 
the Lakes, and its driving force, Crew, 
was in London, worrying about women, 
jobs and guidebooks. In those days, 
climbing was not the year-round game 
that it now is, and the weather that 
summer was good, so that Cloggy sang 
its siren song and Gogarth was deserted 
by the leading protagonists. Unknown to 
them, however, South Stack was also 
visited in 1964, by a team consisting of 
Stan Croe, Dave Crilly and Paul Braith
waite, who climbed the line now known as 
Green Slab, having failed in an attempt on 
Mousetrap. Green Slab was not written 
up at the time, and it later went down in 
Crew's initial guide as being climbed in 
Easter, 1966, by an unknown party - the 
truth only emerging some time later. 

1966 - The Potential Emerges 
Interest in the cliff waned in 1965, but, 
in the following year, work on the new 
Snowdon West guide led to the cliff being 
re-examined. Ingle was working on the 
Cwm Silyn and Castell Cidwm sections 
and, in February, Crew decided to go back 
to Gogarth to check over its nine climbs 
before writing what was expected to be a 

minor section of the guide. He was 
accompanied by Jancis Baldock, Ingle, 
Alan Harris and Ken Wilson. Harris, 
Wilson and Baldock were amazed at 
what they saw, and couldn't understand 
how the Alpha COlclld have left such a large 
cliff so underdeveloped. It was clear that 
tremendous scope still remained. 

Nevertheless, nothing much happened 
until March, when Claude Davis and Allie 
Cowburn, two Cromlech Club members, 
visited the cliff and climbed The Rift, the 
first obvious line after the initial descent. 
An innocent ascent of a minor chimney 
line, it nevertheless had major con
sequences, as Crew relates : 

"It struck us like a bombshell: 'Bloody 
hell, if people like Claude and Allie 
can do a route on Gogarth, there must 
be thousands of damn things there.' So 
we went out the following weekend with 
a very big party ... " 
Climbing with Jancis Baldock, Crew 

conquered his fears of the sea-level traverse 
and pushed along to the end of its easiest 
section. Here, the pair climbed a deep 
and difficult chimney line (Heroin). Easter 
intervened and, with the Welsh weather 
generally poor, Crew and Baldock pushed 
off to the Lakes. But, while they were 
away, the BBC staged a television spec
tacular on the cliffs of South Stack, 
featuring a star-studded cast which in-

Left: North Stack being battered by high seas 
Right: Geoff Birt/es makes the first tentative 
moves on to what was to be Rat Race, in May 
1966. Photo: Chris Jackson 

eluded Tom Patey, Joe Brown, Ian 
McNaught Davis and Royal Robbins. 
With no free routes existing on the then 
unexplored cliffs, the team constructed 
what is now called the Television Route up 
a blank section of the Red Wall. The route 
was done on aid prior to the programme, 
and the climbers then performed to order 
for the Easter viewing audience. Not 
surprisingly, few climbers remember the 
event, except for those involved, and its 
best memorial was an amusing article by 
Tom Patey which appeared in the 1966 
Climbers' Club Journal. However, the 
event did mark the appearance of Joe 
Brown on the Anglesey climbing scene, a 
scene he was inevitably soon to dominate: 

"I went and looked at Red Wall. It 
was murky weather and I thought, 
'Christ! they really have started doing 
something more impressive than in the 
mountains.' But I didn't attempt to 
climb it, and didn't pay much attention 
until that television programme." 

The Television Route was Brown's first 
climb on the cliffs. A month later, he 
produced his first proper climb - on a piece 
of rock whose existence had been suspected 
by no one. 
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The television programme put Anglesey 
in the limelight, and a period of intense 
exploration followed. On April 11, Celidh 
and Interpolator were climbed, and these 
were followed on April 24 by Bloody 
Chimney and The Ramp. Then, on May 
7, with about a dozen climbers all trying 
new lines on various sections of the cliff, 
Dirtigo and Fail Safe were completed. 
Other probes were made at Rat Race and 
in the Winking Crack area, and Crew and 
Baldock were hard at work gardening the 
line of Central Park. Crew comments: 

"It was an obvious problem, but it was 
very overgrown and needed much 
gardening. Jancis and I got stuck in and 
cleaned most of the first pitch, while the 
others were probing up to the left and 
right of us. Dave Alcock was trying 
Fail Safe with Dave Potts. They had got 
it rigged up to the final overhang, but 
had just run out of puff. So we packed 
up our digging on Central Park and 
wandered over. Dave passed the ropes 
to me and I tied on and bombed up it. 
It was a very steep route, but had good 
holds right up to the final hard section, 
just above the overhang. But they had it 
protected that far, so as a first ascent it 
was a real con. Anyway, by that time it 
had become clear that these upper tier 
routes were just short problems." 

Central Park was still uncompleted, but, 
after further gardening sessions, Crew 
and Alcock won through: 

"It took three or four days to garden. 
The first pitch was just literally a green 
field and, once it had been gardened, it 
was just a narrow band of clean rock 
going up through the green field. We 
gardened it entirely from the bottom, 
partly because it wouldn't have been 
easy to rig up an abseil rope due to the 
big grass run-off. I think we used the 
odd sling to stand in for cleaning, but 
it was led free. I thought it was a hard 
route, but that's the problem with new 
routes - often the psychological and 
physical effort of pioneering is out of 
all proportion to the eventual route, 
and of course Central Park soon came 
to be regarded as a very reasonable 
climb." 
The day after Fail Safe was completed, 

Brown visited the cliffs and put up his 
first proper new route. Crew has this to 
say about it: 
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"We walked over in a big crowd from 
the car park by South Stack cafe. Most 
of the group wandered off down left 
to the Main Cliff, but Brown and a 
small party of devotees carried straight 
along the top of the cliff, just exploring, 
and of course they found Wen Slab. You 
won't believe it, but until that day no 
one had ever seen it - no one in the 
climbing world, that is. That's the 
funny thing about the old man, he's got 
a nose for rock - he can smell a new 
route from two miles away." 

. ,· 

I If ~, 
Above: Joe Brown and Martin Boysen during the 
first ascent of Wen . Photo : Dave Alcock 

Brown comments : 
"We went to North Stack for a walk, and 
I was with Martin Boysen, hanging back 
behind the others. We looked back and 
saw the top of Wen Slab. All you could 
see was about forty feet of slab sticking 
out of grass. We walked back and we 
were absolutely pop-eyed when we saw 
the thing. We only had a little bit of 
climbing gear with us, so we borrowed 
odd karabiners and slings that other 
people had got, and went and did it." 

The result was Wen (Welsh for 'white'), a 
beautiful line taking the obvious crack that 
splits the glistening white slab. The follow
ing week, Brown returned and added a 
companion route, Ddu, on the right edge 
of the slab. 

Elsewhere on the cliff, Central Park was 
being completed, and Martin Boysen, 
climbing alternately with Judd Jordan 
and Mike Yates, was adding Scavenger to 
the Main Cliff and Fifth A venue to the 
Upper Tier. Such was the pace of ex
ploration that these routes had ' second' 
first ascents shortly afterwards, Scavenger 
by Geoff Cram and Fifth Avenue by 
Brown. 

In the remaining weeks of May, six 
more routes were added - Cordon Bleu, 

Crow Bar, Puffin, Strike, Imitator and the 
Main Cliff Girdle. Crew teamed up with 
Geoff Birtles to explore the girdle lines 
across the Main Cliff. Their first effort was 
Cordon Bleu, which found an easy line 
(apart from a short, difficult wall) across a 
line of slabs in the top section of the cliff. 
But they were dissatisfied with this line, 
as they were forced off to the top of the 
cliff, so they returned at the end of May to 
try and improve it. Following Cordon 
Bleu to just below the crux wall, they then 
made a horrendous free abseil down the 
overhanging central section of the Main 
Cliff, to reach what was later to become 
the stance of Mammoth. From there, 
they traversed left to link up with the 
finish of Pentathol. Although bold, this 
line was not the real solution, and it never 
really gained the popularity that rightly 
came to Cordon Bleu. The problem of the 
girdle of the central section of Gogarth 
had to wait ten years before solutions 
emerged in the forms of Ordinary Route 
and Trunk Line. 

Two short routes on the Upper Tier, 
Puffin and Strike, are also of interest, as 
they were the first routes to be put up on 
the cliff by Rowland Edwards, who at 
that time was much preoccupied with his 
explorations on the West Buttress of 
Clogwyn du'r Arddu. However, Edwards 
never really became very interested in 
Gogarth, preferring instead his lonely 
pioneering on Cloggy and on the lime
stone cliffs of Great and Little Orme. 

So it was that in the weeks between 
Easter and the end of May, seventeen new 
routes were discovered on Gogarth, at an 
unprecedented pace. The speed of ex
ploration is perhaps best explained by 
virtue of the coincidental interest of three 
ambitious climbers - Crew, Brown and 
Boysen. Other, hardly less talented clim
bers, such as Baz Ingle, Geoff Cram, Geoff 
Birtles, Rowland Edwards and Dave 
Alcock, either backed them up or competed 
with them. A 'Gold Rush' mentality 
developed, with climbers eagerly exchang
ing experiences in Llanberis after a day's 
climbing, carefully omitting any clues that 
might indicate where their future plans 
lay. Thus the feeling grew that Gogarth 
was the place to be. Similar electricity 
has crackled in Derbyshire of late, and is 
now perhaps doing so in the Lakes, but 
in the mid-sixties it was in Wales, and in 
1966 it was at Gogarth. 

Another explanation for the meteoric 
growth in popularity of such a serious cliff 
is perhaps the general improvement that 
occurred in equipment at that time. Denny 
Moorhouse had just started his 'Clog' 
factory in North Wales, and was producing 
a wide range of nuts and , just as important, 
chrome moly pegs. When nuts first 
appeared in the early 'sixties, they were 
slow to catch on. At first, ordinary hexa
gonal nuts were reamed out and threaded 
on slings, but the accepted ethic still laid 



the emphasis on threaded chockstones, and 
climbers carried specially fashioned wire 
threaders to pull the slings round the 
chocks they had inserted. Later, specially 
designed alloy chocks were introduced, 
first by Troll and Moac, then by Clog, 
but these again were at first considered a 
trifle unethical. Cloggy's Great Wall, for 
example, the scene of much controversy 
was done with only one metal nut; pro
tection and aid, apart from pegs, consisted 
of threaded pebbles. Crew recalls: 

"When we did Great Wall, nuts had 
only been out for a few months. At 
first, we'd reacted against them, but 
then we started to use them. On that 
climb, though, we only used one brass 
nut. The thing that's of relevance here 
to Anglesey is that when we first started 
climbing there we didn't have nuts. I 
can remember doing Pentathol with a 
little bag full of limestone chocks - we 
used to go to limestone and get bits that 
could easily be chipped to size on the 
route. That was the height of technical 
achievement at the time. Now Anglesey 
is the ideal nut cliff, in the sense that it's 
bloody awful for chockstones, which 
don't work very effectively in those 
pockets, and I suppose Anglesey could 
have been the making of nuts. The more 
sophisticated development of nuts, mak
ing use of hexagons and tapered ends, 
was probably as much a response to 
Anglesey climbing as anything else, and 
no doubt helped to overcome the 
practical difficulties of climbing there." 

Chrome moly pegs also played a part in 
making stances and abseil anchors safe -
a very important consideration on such a 
serious cliff. 

The Big Lines Start to Fall 
June saw increasing confidence amongst 
Anglesey habitues. The smaller and easier 
lines had been done, and attention was 
beginning to be focused on the more 
challenging sections of the cliff. 

First to fall was Winking Crack. The 
anecdote about Brown seeing this winking 
at him every time he visited the cliff has 
now passed into climbing folklore. The 
result was a superb climb, with a very 
hard finish in the form of an off-width 
chimney/crack. This defeated several 
leaders, some of whom slid all the way 
back down it, as did Cram. 

The following weekend saw Crew and 
Alcock trying another line (Jaborandi) 
up the centre of the main cliff, still on the 
easier angled section by Pentathol. Crew 
remembers: 

"There were three other parties going 
for Jaborandi that day and we had a 
race across Anglesey and down to the 
sea-level girdle. When we arrived, there 

Right: Three views of the top section of Winking 
Crack. Two of the photos show Geoff Cram dur
ing his abortive early attempt, and the other 
depicts Jancis Baldock just below the final crack. 
Photos: Leo Dickinson and John Hartley 
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was an extra complication in the form 
of Doug Scott, who was already half-way 
up the groove of Syringe, pegging his 
heart out. One of the funniest things I've 
ever seen happened that day. I was 
belayed in the middle of Jaborandi, when 
Scott's head appeared round the corner, 
his hair plastered all over his face with 
sweat. "Can I come over there?" he 
said. "No," I said. "Piss off. Your route 
goes up round the corner." 
Scott was not well known in Wales at 

this time, his Nottingham group standing 
somewhat apart from the regular Welsh 
activists. Moreover, his activities on Derby
shire limestone had made him rather keen 
on pegging, and his routes were quick to 
come under scrutiny in the rather more 
rigidly ethical scene of North Wales. His first 
Gogarth climb, Crow Bar on the Upper 
Tier, had involved aid, but the reported 
nine pegs on Syringe actually included 
several that were used for belays, making 
the route seem worse than it was. It was 
certainly a bold move to attempt such a 
steep route at that time, and Scott later 
found major outlets for his talents on the 
very serious routes of Strone Ulladale and, 
on Anglesey, on the awesome Parliament 
House Cave roof. 

While on Jaborandi, Crew and Alcock 
had seen a large groove starting half-way 
up the cliff. A week later they returned to 
climb it, finding it extremely technical. 
The Big Groove, as it was called, turned 
out to be one of the most difficult climbs 
on the cliff. Three other routes were also 
done, further left, beyond Heroin. Malcolm 
Howells and Barry Whybrow added 
Hustler and Phaedra, two short but 
worthwhile climbs, and Brown and Harold 
Drasdo put up Hud. Film names were 
popular at that time, Hombre, Point 
Blank and Wonderwall being other ex
amples of the fashion. 

The following day it was Dinosaur that 
fell. The great overhanging ·central wall of 
Gogarth exerted such a challenge that it 
led to the teaming of the arch competitors, 
Brown and Crew. The day that Crew and 
Alcock did Big Groove, Brown had been 
probing a line up the central section. Crew 
believed it to be the line of Dinosaur, 
which he had planned, but Brown is under 
the impression that it was actually the 
first section of what was to be Mammoth. 
Crew had named his line Dinosaur in 
advance, in the belief that anyone who did 
it would need a long neck and no brains. 
He recalls: 

"The day we did Big Groove, the old 
man was trying Dinosaur, and he'd got 
up to the first overhang and left a sling 
in place. We'd never climbed together, 

Top left: Pete Crew and Dave Alcock during the 
first ascent of Big Groove. Lower left: Crew, 
belayed by Brown, doing battle with the second 
pitch of Dinosaur. This was the first time the pair 
had climbed with each other and they went on to 
make scores of first ascents. 

and in fact we'd never even really 
conversed, except at a distinctly cold 
distance. I went to him that night at 
Dave Alcock's prompting, because Dave 
and the old man were quite friendly. 
The approach was: 'You've been trying 
Dinosaur today and I'm going to do it 
tomorrow, so why don't we team up to 
save burning each other off?' At that 
time the old man was definitely short of 
a good partner, but that was the only 
route on which I ever really burned him 
off, or climbed better than him. Every 
time since, he's definitely been boss - I 
don't mind admitting it. On the first 
pitch, he had got the runner on the end 
of the overhang, and it took a lot of 
courage to launch up the short wall 
above. He tried it several times and I 
tried it several times, until eventually I 
managed it. The second pitch was 
extrernely loose and I frigged my way up 
it, using several points of aid. It's one 
of those routes that's now done more or 
less 'free, but at the time every bit of 
aid was justified. It took a lot of doing, 
that climb. We were out there early in 
the morning and didn't get back until 
nearly ten o'clock at night." 

Brown's account of the first pitch of 
Dinosaur differs considerably from Crew's: 

"I tried the first pitch and got round the 
overhang and up to the final wall which 
leads up to the stance. The only protec
tion I had was those two pegs driven 
upside-down under that flake, and I 
though, 'Bugger that!' So I went down 
and Pete went up and, at the point 
where I'd been standing, he found a hole 
in the rock into which he put this peg. 
It was an absolutely perfect peg, and it 
made a very safe lead then. When I 
got up to the stance and looked up, I 
thought, 'I don't like it at all' - it might 
have been something to do with second
ing. Pete said, 'Right, off you go,' but I 
said, 'No, I don't want to do that. ' 
Pete led it and I was still absolutely 
bloody gripped seconding. I felt more 
frightened of coming off that seconding 
than I would have done leading. I don't 
normally feel frightened of coming off 
leading, because I don't normally think 
I'm going to come off. But that time, 
even though I was seconding, I felt I 
was going to swing off with a big piece 
of rock in my hand." 
While Brown and Crew were tackling 

Dinosaur, Howells and Whybrow were 
battling away at Rat Race. Howells was 
fresh to the new route scene and, having 
made a good job of Hustler and Phaedra, 
he was keen to do well on the more major 
line of Rat Race, particularly when in 
close proximity to such a powerful team. 
The initial traverse across the steep wall to 
the right of Dinosaur had first been tried 
by Geoff Birtles and Chris Jackson, during 
one of the super-active exploring days of 
the previous months. Howells pushed the 



route further, but was stopped by a very 
hard section. Being unwilling to use a peg, 
he retreated. Shortly afterwards, Brown 
climbed the pitch twice, taking a slightly 
different line and using a peg for aid. On 
both occasions, his seconds, who were by 
all accounts very intimidated (a typical 
Brown scenario), failed to follow. On the 
next attempt, Howells and Whybrow, 
speeded by the slings left on the main 
pitch by Brown, regained the latter's 
high-point and pressed on up the over
hanging chimney. But then, as it was late, 
they finished up Cordon Bleu. Crew and 
Brown added the upper pitches on the 
following day, and Rat Race really named 
itself. There was some argument as to who 
had actually climbed the route (mainly 
inspired by outsiders to the action), but, 
when Crew credited it to Brown and him
self, with a footnote about Howells and 
Whybrow, Howells felt this to be perfectly 
fair. 

By autumn, Crew had written the draft 
for an interim guide. It contained "the 
amazing total of thirty-nine routes, most 
of which had been discovered in four 
months, a pace of exploration unparalleled 
in the history of the sport". So wrote Ken 
Wilson in 1966. Since then, other areas, 

notably Lundy, have seen even more rapid 
developments, but Gogarth was the first 
cliff to be developed intensively, instead of 
in the traditional fashion with a handful 
of new routes every other year. The 
development was also noteworthy when 
one considers that the climbers involved 
were making a journey of thirty-five miles 
from Llanberis, every time they went to 
Holyhead, whereas at a place such as 
Lundy there is nothing much to do but 
climb, once one is on the island for a period 
of days. 

As an aside at this point, it is worth 
noting that the original guide listed the 
following amount of aid for these routes: 
Strike 5, Winking Crack 6, Blind Pew 10, 
Jaborandi 4 and Syringe 9. 

Thus the first period of Gogarth's 
development came to an end in a blaze of 
publicity. The guidebook, articles and 
photographs ensured that the cliff was 
firmly established as a climbing area. It is 
also possible that this major period of 
climbing was responsible for triggering off 
a wider appreciation of sea-cliff climbing 
in other areas, most notably in Pembroke, 
Devon and North Cornwall, where major 
routes were discovered throughout the 
next decade and indeed are still appearing. 

Left: Malcolm Howells making the hard moves 
on Phaedra. Right: Mike Peters, dwarfed by the 
primevil contortions of Red Wall during an early 
ascent. These, and all other uncredited photos in 
this article : Ken Wilson 

The South Stack Explorations 
If the spring of J 966 saw attention focused 
on Gogarth's Main Cliff, the autumn 
witnessed an equally intense interest in 
the cliffs near•the South Stack Lighthouse. 
Set at the back of deep inlets or zawns, 
these weirdly contorted cliffs, consisting 
of layers of soft white rock, sandwiched 
between crusty wedges of hard meta
morphosed red rock and twisted and bent 
in wild convolutions, were beyond the 
experience of British climbers at that time. 
Apart from the probings of the television 
team and Braithwaite's Green Slab adven
ture, no serious attempts had been made 
to climb them, so bizarre and frightening 
did they look. Thus the first real push on 
to Red Wall was a genuine step forward in 
the concept of what was possible. Crew 
recalls sitting at the top of Red Wall with 
Brown, debating the wall's possibility from 
a climbing point of view, with regard to its 
steepness, the lack of holds and the 
looseness of the rock. In the event, he 
came back from the Alps specifically to 
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The Main Cliff and Easter Island Gully (above) 
1 Micron 23 Wrangler 46 Mammoth 

2 Diagonal 24 Gringo 47 Dinosaur 

3 Gazebo 25 Hustler 48 Positron 

3a Ahriham 26 Mestizo 49 Rat Race 

4 Ormuzd 27 Mulatto 50 Bubbly's Situation Blues 

5 Exit Chimney 28 Hud 51 Falls Road 

6 Annihilator 29 Phaedra 52 Gogarth 

7 Drag 30 Horse Above Water 53 Resolution 

8 Belia! 31 Heroin 54 Simulator 

9 Supercrack 32 Nightride 55 Emulator 

10 Exit Crack 33 Scavenger 56 Imitator 

11 Volcano 34 Scavenger Direct 57 Diogenes 

12 Wonderwall 35 Needle 58 Fail Safe 

13 Phagocyte 36 Hypodermic 59 The Ramp 

14 Tapeworm 37 Camel 60 Gauntlet 

15 Small Gut 38 Syringe 61 Doomsville 

16 Fluke 39 Jaborandi 62 Park Lane 

17 Rotten Gut 40 Pentathol 63 Strand 

18 Crossover 41 Peepshow 64 Central Park 

19 Big Gut 42 Puzzle Me Quick 65 Times Square 

20 Praetor 43 Big Groove 66 Fifth Avenue 

21 Hombre 44 Graduation Ceremony 67 Winking Crack 

22 Swastika 45 Citadel 

----- Cordon Bleu - , • - •• Ordinary Route - • - • - • Trunk Line (approx. line) 

Al so marked are the direct 
finish es of Nightride and 
Big Groove, and the Direct 
approach to the crux of 
Gogarth. 
Horizon, the girdle line from 
Syringe to Ormuzd, is not 
marked because of lack of 
detailed information . 

Lines not marked on the 
lower photo are Canned 
Laughter (right of Pantin) 
and the Girdle Traverses -
Suspender, The Under
ground and Rolla Costa. 

1 Salcus 
2 Bezel 
3 Eternal Optimist 
4 Fail Safe 
5 Afreet Street 
6 The Ramp 
7 Ziggurat 
8 The Gauntlet 
9 Yellow Scar 

(approx. l ine) 
10 Celidh 
11 The Cracks 
12 Amphitheatre Wall 
13 Gladiator 
14 Broadway 
15 Doomsville 
16 Park Lane 
17 Strand 
18 Central Park 
19 Times Square 
20 Fifth Avenue 
21 Shag Rock 
22 Black Spot 

23 Crow Bar 
24 Fifteen Men on a 

Dead Man's Chest 
25 Blind Pew 
26 The Nod 
27 Winking Crack 
28 Campion 
29 Puffin 
29a Puffin Direct 
30 Force 8 
31 Pantin 
32 UFO 
33 Bloody Chimney 
34 Strike 
35 The Rift 
36 Acid 
37 Dirtigo 
38 Trogg 's Way 

- • - , - , Transatlantic Crossing 
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do the route. Brown tells the story : 
" While we were doing the television pro
gramme, I noticed the line of Wendigo, 
which l thought might be a two-inch 
crack all the way up the cliff, and I 
thought, 'Well, Christ , that 's what I've 
been looking for all my life .' So, later, 
I went back to the wall with Pete, 
intending to do Wendigo. When we 
actually got on the wall , we saw how 
broken the rock was in comparison 
with what it looked like from the top, 
so we did Red Wall instead, which I 
thought was fantastic .. . Doing some
thing like Red Wall you snapped some 
of the holds off. You could see that 

. ' 

they weren't loose, they were just so 
thin and big that they snapped off like 
biscuits, and you very quickly got the 
hang of just smashing them off, so that 
what was left was thicker and stronger." 
Since then , Red Wall has been the scene 

of a number of epics. One of the most 
impressive was when Jim Perrin did a 
semi-classic abseil down the full length of 
the wall. He was only wearing a nylon 
shirt , and didn ' t realize that the wall was 
gently overhanging, so that there was no 
means of obtaining greater friction. With 
the rope running over his shoulder, he 
started sliding too fast. The pain was 
almost unbearable, but to lose con
sciousness would have been to die, and he 
managed to remain conscious and avoid 
going into free fall, but only at the cost 
of blood and burnt flesh covering the 
rope and rocks. This eventually resulted 
in a massive scar running down his arms 
and across his chest, shoulder and back. 

British climbers at that time were not 
expert in the safe abseiling that is necessary 
on very steep cliffs, being proficient merely 
in making the odd retreat in places like 
Cloggy and in descending from alpine 
routes. In the face of incidents like the 
one experienced by Perrin, the Gogarth 
pioneers were not slow to learn, and soon 
the semi-classic shoulder abseil became 
obsolete and karabiner brakes and figure
of-eight descenders became the norm. 

Another epic occurred . when Lawrie 
and Les Holliwell were prospecting on 
Red Wall. They weren' t after anything in 
particular, but were just climbing anywhere 
that looked interesting. Les Holliwell 
comments : 

" Lawrie ran out a whole length of rope 
from one of the lower stances, got to the 
top and belayed from a peg that was 
quite well back and a little below his 
waist level. I came rushing up, anxious 
to get back to the pub, and at one point 
I looked across to the right where there 
was a big pinnacle on a ledge, with a 
sling round it, about his only runner 
on the pitch . I quickly traversed across 
to it, got on to the spike and started to 
pull up on it without taking the sling 
off - I was going to let it pull off as I 
went past. Suddenly the cliff started 
wheeling away, and I started falling. I 
fell about five feet and thought, 'That's 
a bit far,' then I fell ten feet and thought, 
'That's a long way for a second,' and 
then I just kept on going. I thought, 
'Shit! that's curtains.' I was completely 
convinced that I was going to die, when 
suddenly I stopped - I must have gone 
seventy or eighty feet. I was panic 
stricken and rushed up about twenty
five feet of rock before I realized that the 
rope hadn't been taken in. By then I 
was a gibbering heap. After some time 
the rope started to go in, and I started 
climbing up again. At the place where 
the spike had been there was a huge 

area of dusty rock, about eight feet in 
diameter: not only had the spike gone, 
but the whole ledge had come away, 
What happened was that the sling had 
momentarily lodged on the rock,. so 
that an unbelievable force had come on 
Lawrie. He was standing up with the 
belay below his waist, and the force 
pulled him down on to his knees, spun 
him round and turned him upside-down. 
He was lying forty-five degrees downhill, 
facing the sky, holding the rope with 
his hands above his head, and that's 
how he stopped me. He got no burns 
on his hands, only polish marks!" 
Four days after completing Red Wall, 

Brown went back with Tony Moulam to 
real!ze his original intention of climbing 
Wendigo. Nine days later he returned 
again, this time with Dave Alcock, to try 
what was later to be Red Haze. But the 
attempt failed, and the pair escaped up 
the ramp on the left. Another attempt 
three days later resulted in the two of them 
climbing half-way up the cliff, before they 
were forced off the direct line and far over 
to the right, producing the contorted and 
poor route of Doppelgangen. Despite this 
disappointment South Stack was by now 
the ' in place' to do new routes, and this 
state of affairs lasted until the end of the 
year. 

To the right of the Red Wall area is a 
headland, and it was clear to Brown and 
Alcock that the cliffs in front of this would 
probably offer worthwile climbing. On 
the day of their failure on Red Haze, they 
made an inspection of the cliff that later 
became known as Castell Helen, after the 
ruin of Helen's Cottage which marjcs its 
top. A long abseil gave access to the foot 
of the cliff, and the pair soon discovered 
that the rock was good and the climbing 
far more secure and less frightening than 
on Red Wall. Their first route was Blanco, 
an entertaining wall climb on good rock. 
The following day they added Atlantis, a 
really fine groove line up the centre of the 
cliff. Two weeks later, in a frantic day of 
route-bagging, four more climbs were 
added, two by Crew and Alcock (Pel and 
Rap) and two by Geoff Cram and Mike 
Yates (Lighthouse Arete and the Girdle). 
In between, Brown, Crew and Birtles had 
made a probe up the steeper right 
flank of the cliff, producing Kalahari, a 
route distinguished by the fact that both 
Crew and Brown failed on the tricky final 
wall pitch, which Birtles, to his astonish
ment, then led - he must have thought that 
the millennium had arrived. 

With the initial exploration of Castell 
Helen and the more amenable side of Red 
Wall completed, attention swung to the 
wall at the back of the zawn neare?t to the 
Lighthouse, an impressive amphitheatre of 
suspect yellow rock, bent into crazy 
contortions and bristling with overhangs. 
The only obviously feasible line, the Green 
Slab, had been climbed, producing a rather 
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Left: The superb climbing and situation on 
Castell Helen, one of the most satisfying of 
Gogarth's cliffs. The climbers are on Rap and 
Blanco (lower figure). Photomontage: Leo 
Dickinson 

disappointing route, and the walls on 
either side of the slab appeared to offer no 
obvious lines. But Brown and Crew 
attacked the centre of the convoluted wall 
right of Green Slab, and worked out their 
masterly route, Mousetrap. The route is 
now considered technically fairly straight
forward (Sa) and only just worthy of its 
XS grade because of the serious situation, 
but at the time of the first ascent it proved 
a very frightening proposition. Brown 
remembers a rock on the second pitch as 
being "frighteningly bad" and Crew 
admits to being scared on both the first 
and second ascents*, considering the 
route to be "not hard, but really serious". 
Nick Estcourt, who wrote an article about 
the route, had this to say: 

"When Pete Crew and Joe Brown did 
a route up this cliff, I was as surprised 
and impressed as most people. The 
combination of horrifying first-ascent 
photos and gossip about looseness all 
helped to keep people away from it. 
Although the South Stack cliffs are 
covered in climbs now, Mousetrap 
represented a breakthrough at the time 
it was done. It was followed by a brief 
period when people positively revelled 
in looseness: instead of boasting about 
how good or hard a route might be, they 
dwelt on how loose and serious it was." 
Mousetrap was given its name because 

the rock looked like petrified cheese. Brown 
led the first pitch and Crew the dangerous 
second pitch. Crew forced his way up a 
steep groove on to a slab, but Brown, 
coming up second, moved out right 
half-way up the groove, missing out the 
hardest part of the pitch and finding the 
now conventional way of climbing it. 
Although the route was done at Brown's 
instigation, and though the rock was bad 
in places, Crew regards Mousetrap as the 
route he is most pleased and proud to have 
been involved with, out of all the routes at 
Gogarth. Nowadays, it is one of the most 
popular routes of its grade on the cliffs. 

Crew and Brown followed Mousetrap 
with Bedlam, a line up the steep walls on 
the right. Here, a first pitch involving a 
very poorly protected, virtually horizontal 
traverse on poor rock, and aided by great 
tufts of creaking grass, gave access to a 
ledge near the first stance of Mousetrap. 
The second pitch turned out to be far 
better, with an airy traverse across a steep 
red wall, to gain a shattered groove which 
led by sustained and frequently delicate 
bridging in a very exposed position to a 
stance in a gutter. Thereafter the climb 
eased off to a reasonable finish. 

Two days afterwards, Cram and Yates 
tried their hand on the Yellow Wall, 
*Crew did the second ascent the following year with Ed 
Ward-Drummond and Jan McNaught Davis. 



---- -- ---- -------, 

1 Hysteresis 8 Valdini 15 Redshift NOTES: The Maze (a girdle 1 Lighthouse Arete 8 Gobi 
2 The Primate 9 Locarno 16 Wendigo of Red Wall) , Poseidon 2 Blanco 9 The Savage 
3 Primevil 10 Auricle 17 Red Haze (between Blanco and Pel) 3 Pel 10 Perygl 
4 Green Slab 11 L.H. Red Wall 18 Red Wall and Atlantic Wall (right of 4 Rap 11 Moon 
5 Mousetrap 12 Pagan 19 A Brown Study Atlantis) are not marked 5 Atlantis 12 Cow 
6 Mantrap 13 Deygo 20 Doppelgangen because of lack of accurate 6 Obelisk 13 Dogs of War 
7 Bedlam 14 Television Route information. 7 Kalahari 14 Sind 

- , - , - Girdle of Mousetrap Zawn ---- Girdle of Left Hand Red Wall - - - ➔ Abseil Approaches - • • - • • Castell Helen Girdle - - - - - Creeping Lemma 

which stands at the other end of the South 
Stack cliffs, right of Castell Helen. It 
takes the form of an amphitheatre, with 
steep slanting slabs and overhangs in the 
centre, flanked by wings that are slightly 
less forbidding. The right wing provided 
the pair with the steep but short 
Pterodactyl. It avoided the real challenge, 
but this was soon taken up by Crew and 

Brown, when they made their route, Sind, 
near the centre of the cliff. The first 
attempt (with Birtles) ended in defeat on 
the first pitch, with a moonlight escape 
back up the cliff. The next time, after 
several attempts, Brown managed to 
complete the pitch. Crew recalls: 

"In a sense, it was the hardest first ascent 
I've done, and it was one of the only 

two I've ever seen the old man in trouble 
on. When we did it the whole of the 
wide crack on the left of the slab was 
full of yellow dust, and we both had 
bad guts for months afterwards because 
of all the dust we'd taken in." 

They named the climb The Sind, because 
the dust was just like sand. 

One or two other routes were added 
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Left: The crucial pitch of Sind, the first of the 
big Yellow Wall roll/es to be climbed. Right: 
Steep and enjoyable climbing on Pel. Photos : 
Brian Wyvill and Pete Holden 

before the end of the year : Primevil in the 
Mousetrap Zawn (Crew and Birtles), 
Stochastic Groove, an obvious but rather 
feeble line on the extreme right end of the 
South Stack cliffs (by a team led by Ian 
McNaught Davis) and Resolution, the 
fine arete to the right of Gogarth on the 
Main Cliff (Crew and Gerry Rogan) . 
Thus the second half of the year had seen a 
further nineteen routes added , all but one 
of them on the South Stack cliffs, making a 
total of forty-nine routes for the whole 
year. 

In retrospect, some of the earlier Main 
Cliff routes can be seen to be harder than 
routes like Red Wall, Mousetrap and 
The Sind, but at the time there was a 
definite progression in what seemed pos
sible. Once the climbers were on the cliff, 
the routes were perhaps no harder than 
those being done elsewhere, but it was the 
initial acceptance of the fact that the 
various walls were even climbable that took 
time. As Crew says : 

"I'm sure that people nowadays don't 
see so much difference between Red Wall 
and the other routes on the main crag, 
but at the time there were distinct steps 
in the psychological progression. For 
instance, the first ascent of Sind was a 
real breakthrough in a way. I don't 
think one would have done Sind 
straight off, without having previously 
done Red Wall. Left Hand Red Wall 
was a breakthrough because that was 
going on to what really did look like 
blank rock. Deygo was also a distinct 
step forward, a move into another area 
of possibility." 
By that time, Brown was really involved 

in the development of the cliffs - in the 
end he had taken part in more first ascents 
at Gogarth than anyone else. Previously 
he had been growing bored with climbing, 
as there was yery little interesting new 
rock to climb, and the discovery of the 
Gogarth cliffs was a tremendous boost 
to his enthusiasm - " it was almost like 
starting again". Gogarth has the advantage 
over most mountain cliffs in that it is 
impossible to view all the various parts 
more or less at once; it is necessary to 
visit the cliffs many times to find out 
where things are and to appreciate the 
general layout of the place. Furthermore, 
the fact that there was no proper guidebook 
meant that one really had to explore to 
find other hidden zawns and walls, which 
all added to Brown's enjoyment of the 
place. 

Left: Looking down the Ex it Cracks into the 
Easter Island Gully Zawn. Wonden vall (XS) and 
Phagocyte (HVS) take cracks in the opposite 
wall and Ex it Cracks ( VS) itself is. also worth
while. Volcano (XS) takes the back wall of the 
zawn, on the left . 



The North Stack Explorations 
Without even a pause to take stock of the 
intensive explorations of Gogarth and 
South Stack, activities continued into the 
New Year of 1967, with growing attention 
being paid to the various cliffs nearer to 
North Stack. First, on New Year's Day, 
Crew and Brown tidied up Gobi, a leftover 
on Yellow Wall (desert names having 
become popular on this arid cliff). The 
following week, they put up a route called 
Thor on the front of the flying buttress 
opposite Wen Slab. Then came the 
exploration of the cliffs of Easter Island 
Gully, a narrow grassy furrow leading 
steeply down to the cliffs between Gogarth 
and Wen Slab. These cliffs were in
accessible from Gogarth, as the sea-level 
girdle had proved impossible past Hustler, 
with a blank overhanging section barring 
the way to all that lay beyond. Brown, 
fascinated by what lay out of sight, did 
some exploring and soon found the gully. 
On January 8, he and Dave Alcock 
descended the gully and reached a tiny 
ledge overlooking a narrow, steeply walled 
zawn that obviously held interesting 
possibilities. They abseiled into the zawn 
and, with the tide low and the sea calm, 
found that they could work their way 
back towards Gogarth. They did two 
routes, Big Gut and Small Gut, before 
moving back in the other direction, 
towards Wen Slab, where they put up 
Diagonal. Thus, on his first visit , Brown 
obtained a general idea of the possibilities, 
and in the following weeks he and Crew 
developed virtually the whole area. On 
January 15, they added Tapeworm and 
Volcano, and the following weekend they 
climbed Crossover, Ahriham and Exit 
Groove. The sensational chimney of 
Ormuzd offered greater resistance and, after 
one abortive attempt, they strengthened 
the team by taking along their success 
talisman, Birtles. After some inspired 
lassoing and a degree of jiggery-p,okery 
by Brown, the route was done. The 
following day, Crew and Al Alvarez added 
Belia!. After that, with good lines being 
snapped up elsewhere, they felt it safe to 
leave the area for a few weeks. They 
returned on April 30 to add the superb 
Phagocyte and the less good Rotten Gut. 
Finally, on May 14, basic exploration of 
the Easter Island Gully area was completed, 
when Brown and Ian McNaught Davis 
climbed Hombre and Praetor, and Crew 
and Alvarez produced Fluke. So com
prehensive were their activities that the 
ensuing ten years have seen only seven 
routes added to the area (Drag, Gazebo, 

The Wen Slab Area (right) 
1 Britomartis 7 Zeus 
2 The Trap 8 Dream of White Horses 
3 Thor 9 Ddu 
4 T. Rex 10 Concrete Chimney 
4a Direct Fi nish 11 Quartz Icicle 
5 Games Cl imber's Play 11 a Diamond Fini sh 
5a Direct Start 12 Broken Mirror 
6 Wen 13 If (approx. line) 

---➔ Abseil Approaches 



Above: Joe Brown on Spider's Web , at the hard 
moves on the second pitch. The climb continues 
into the shadows, and eventually the climber can 
reach the lip of the overhang by lowering himself 
down a rope. Archway takes the cleft on the lefi. 
This is the position that Brown and Fuller were 
in when The big waves built up and f orced them 
to escape up Archway. Photo: John Cleare 

Exit Chimney, Annihilator, Supercrack, 
Wonder wall and Swastika). 

On February 4, half-way through the 
Easter Island Gully explorations, Alcock 
teamed up with Gerry Rogan to probe 
lines of the flying buttress opposite Wen 
Slab, where Brown and Crew had found 
Thor. First they abseiled to the good 
ledge at the foot of the buttress, then they 
simpiy climbed straight back up the fine 
chimney line they had just descended, 
producing Trap. But better was to follow. 

34 

~•i'O~ > '!• ''•. .... :,.· ... •.\ • .t_. l 
' ~ 

·.r .!... .._ +)_ 

> ·t ,: 
f s' ( 

.. . ·~· .... , ~ 

,,... '"f ~ I Y,, 1 

"~ ··"-'''\~\. 
~f~(i '{'~(~" •'~ 

t·"'ilJ~-~ .. 
-~i"),\C 

,,.,,, - :- . 
\,w,""' " ; l . . ·, ' . 

~- ·_.~ -· . :·-' ~. 
' ~ 

. ·- ,,/", 

:1~, 
... ~....,__. ~ 
.,,;.· .:;.., . 

. ~; 

A week later they descended again and this 
time climbed the superb Britomartis, on 
the seaward face . The following day they 
added the loose and serious Uhuru, on the 
zawn wall facing Wen Slab. By now, 
however, Alcock's satisfied hints in the 
pub had alerted Brown and Crew to the 
fact that good routes were being found 
elsewhere and , on the same day that 
Uhuru was climbed, the pair put up 
Concrete Chimney, to give Wen Slab 
its third route. To describe this climb now 
as a chimney would be to misname it. 
On the left side of the slab, a rubble-filled 
seam splits the face from top to bottom, 
only occasionally gaining sufficient depth 
to be called a chimney. The route really 
skirts this, only using it for a stance and 
a short section at the start of the second 

pitch. But on the first ascent the line was 
far from clear, as Crew describes : 

" Concrete Chimney was definitely a big 
psychological problem, because we had 
no idea how steep the wall was - it's 
supposed to be a slab, but, when it gets 
round to T. Rex, it becomes much 
steeper. We didn' t do it the way its 
described in the book, and we had all 
kinds of epics on it. For instance, when 
I led the first pitch, I did a tension 
traverse down into the chimney for 
some reason - I actually belayed to 
pegs hammered into the crap in the 
chimney. We had no idea how long it 
was, and we didn't even know if we'd 
be able to get to stances or anything, but 
once we'd got on to that section of the 
cliff, it was obvious that there were 
routes there." 
With so much activity afoot in the Wen 

Slab area, others became interested, and 
the following weekend saw three teams, 
Crew and Ingle, Alcock and Rogan, and 
Howells and Whybrow, rushing to the 
cliff to explore the next obvious area to the 
left of the flying buttress of Britomartis 
and Thor. Crew and Ingle were on the 
scene first, and the others were crestfallen 
when they arrived to find Crew already 
hard at work on the chimney line of 
Genuflex. This was soon completed, and 
Whybrow and Howells added the minor 
line of Ipso Facto, by way of consolation. 
Alcock and Rogan got nothing, having 
seen their line, which they had spotted 
while doing Britomartis, burgled from 
under their noses. Two days later, Brown, 
Crew and Ingle added the exciting but 
otherwise worthless Route 66 on the cliffs 
further left. Thereafter, North Stack 
explorations ran out of steam, with only 
the Easter Island Gully tidbits to tidy up. 

It was not until September that Brown 
returned with Brian Fuller ('Fred the 
Ted'), to add the fine route, Archway, up 
the very steep walls to the right of Genu
flex . Brown had really been hoping to 
climb the roof of the cave that leads 
through to Wen Zawn - the line that was 
later to become Spider's Web - but events 
worked out differently and, as Brown 
recalls, the pair were lucky to escape with 
their lives : 

"This was the first proper attempt on 
Spider's Web. It was a nice day, very 
calm and with no wind . We had tra
versed across from Genuflex and Fred 
had taken a stance in Archway. I had 
climbed the first pitch of Spider's Web 
and I was messing about on the second 
pitch when I realized that we couldn't 
communicate - the noise was too great. 
I started to traverse back and, when 
I reached the arete, the first of a whole 
lot of big waves was just coming in -
God knows what caused them, there 
was no wind. Anyway, this one com
pletely buried Fred the Ted. I almost 
fell off laughing, saying, 'Never mind, 
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Above: Rogan Alcock, Ingle (belaying), Howells 
and Whybrow pensive, while Crew (round the 
corner) grabs Genuflex 

Fred, I'll probably get wet next,' not 
for one minute thinking that I would. 
The traverse back to the ledges by 
Genuflex was being buried by the waves, 
so we went up Archway for fifty feet. 
The plan was to abseil down to above 
the waves and then rush across the 
traverse when there was a lull. I started 
to do this, but, when I was quite a long 
way above the traverse, about thirty 
feet, I saw a big wave coming in . By 
the time I had realized just how big it 
was, it was too late to do anything. It 
came sailing into the zawn, right over 
the top of me - I was completely soaked. 
I went back up the chimney to Fred, 
who'd been hit by the spray from the 
wave. I said, 'We'll have to go straight 
up and try and climb out. I'll just put 
pegs in wherever I can.' I started off and 
couldn't put anything in. I laybacked 
round three little overlaps, then got a 
good runner and went round the corner 
to start bringing Fred up. He took 
absolutely ages, and was three times 
under water - yet he must have been 
fifty or sixty feet above sea level. I 
couldn ' t understand how he managed to 
take so long on a layback, but what 
he'd done was fiddle little nuts in and 
come all the way up on those, and I 
couldn't get a bloody runner in!" 

The incident clearly demonstrates the 
fickle nature of the dangers of sea-cliff 
climbing. With climbers less able than 
Brown and Fuller, it could easily have 
ended in disaster. 

Brown was not to complete Spider's 
Web until the following August, but it 
turned out to be a really spectacular climb. 
It was done with Crew. The pair gained a 
superb stance right up in the arch of the 

roof. From there, Brown bridged up into 
the dark, vault-like recesses of the arch, 
with the lip he hoped to turn getting further 
and further below him. When he was quite 
high, he fixed a peg and suspended a rope. 
He next lowered himself on prusiks until 
he was level with the lip. Crew then swung 
him until he could reach across and get 
himself wedged under the lip, which is a 
ten foot overhang at this point. Then, still 
suspended from the top-rope, Brown did 
a sort of upside-down bridging move 
under the overhang, to get a peg in. Using 

this, he was able to swing into etriers and 
complete the overhang in a more con
ventional artificial manner. Huge holds 
gave access to a stance in a groove in the 
wall above, and a straightforward pitch 
up the wall on the right completed the 
route. Spider's Web was one of Brown's 
favourite climbs : 

"I like climbs like Ormuzd and Spider's 
Web - they're unique. A lot of thought 
goes into them. You look at them and 
say, 'If such and such is there, I might 
be able to do something else . .. and if 
something else is there . . . ' And when 
you go and do it, and it all works out, 
it's great.'' 
The ascent of Spider's Web in August, 

1968, marked the end of the first period of 
exploration on the North Stack cliffs. A 
few other routes had been done in the 
interim. At the end of 1967, Doug Scott 
and Brian Palmer had worked out their 
gigantic aid route across the Parliament 
House Cave roof below North Stack, and 
later they had added Whip to the walls on 
the left. Brown and Trevor Peck had 
discovered a small route called Point 
Blank, on the cliff to the right of the 
Parliament House Cave zawn and, further 
to the right , in the next one before the 
Genuflex/Spider's Web area, Brown and 
Alcock had added Mordor and Prom. 

The next phase of North Stack explora
tion had to await the imagination of a new 
generation of climbers, for, although good 
routes had been discovered, even better 
ones were to follow. _. 
To be continued in Mountain 58. 
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Proposed E Grades for Climbers' Club Guides 
The Climbers' Club plans to publish E grades (a five-level sub-division of Extremely Severe) in its 
forthcoming guides and it has released this table for comment. The grades are based on a core of well 
established climbs, for which a concensus of opinion is available (e.g. El Cenotaph Corner; E2 
Vector; EJ Void; E4 Citadel; E5 Positron, Right Wall). All routes for which the concensus 
is not yet sufficiently broad (including routes recently freed) have been marked with an asterisk, 
and their grades should be treated with caution. Numerical pitch grades are given and, where a pitch 
is sustained or unduly strenuous, it is given a grade that corresponds to its accumulated difficulty, 
rather than one which solely indicates the technicality of its hardest move. Aid points and variations 
are given in brackets. Comments and corrections (based on the overall philosophy) are welcome, 
and can be sent to the C.C. via Mountain. 

Tremadog, Gwynant and the Moelwyns 
CRAIG Y CASTELL 

Sisyphus E1 5b, 5b Tensor E1 5c 
The Wasp E1 5b, 5b Tarantula E1 5a 

*Pellagra E3 5c, 5c Castell High Girdle E2 4b, 5c, 5c 

CRAIG PANT IFAN 

The Struggler E1 5c Integral E1 5b, 5b (5b) 
Erebus E3 6a *The Toit E2 5c 

•Tall Dwarfs E2 5c Fandango E1 5c, 5a 
Pincushion E2 5c •Serpico E1 5b 
Silly Areta E3 5c •Vulcan E3 6a 
Fingerlicker E4 5c, 5c Falcon Ei 5b 

•Mangoletsi E2 5b, 5c •scarecrow E2 5c, 5b 
•Spare Rib E2 5c •Steelfingers E2 5c 

CRAIG BWLCH Y MOCH 

Valor E1 5a, 4c, 5c •cream E4 4c, 5c, 6a 

Grasp_e_r _______ E_2 ___ 5_a_,_5_c ___ _ Vector E2 4c, 5b, 5b 
•Zukator E4 5b, 6b •croaker E2 5c 
•Marathon Man E4 6a Void E3 5b, 5b, 5c 
The Neb E1 5b, 5b, (6a) •snake/Mongoose E2/ 4 5c/6b 
Extraction E2 5b, 5c •venom E2 6a, 5b, 5c 
Burlesque E2 5b First Slip E1 5a, 5b, 4c 
Diadic E1 5b Gurr-Eagle E2 5c 
Nimbus E2 5c, 4c Vulture E3 6a 

CRAIG Y LLYN (GWYNANT) CLOGWYN Y WENALLT (GWYNANT) 

The Deceiver E2 5c, 5b Ferdinand E1 5b 
Thirty Nina Steps E1 5a 

CARREG HYLL-DREM (MOELWYNS) 

•Troubador E2 5c •samurai Groove E2(2) 5b 
•King Kong E2 5c Hardd E1 5c, 4c, 5a 
Primus E2 5c •Poker E3 5c, 5c 

•The Burner E2 5b •Tarzan E2 5c 

CRAIG YR WRYSGAN (MOELWYNS) CRAIG RHIW GOCH (LLEDR VALLEY) 

*The Green Wall E3 5c *End Game E2 5c 

Cwm Silyn and Castell Cidwm, Carneddau, Cwm ldwal and Tryfan 
CASTELL CIDWM 

The Erg 
Central Wall 

*Glwm 
•Tramgo 
Cidwm Girdle 

CWM SILYN 

*Brutus 
Eureka 

•Codswallop 
•Jabberwocky 
*Bourdillon's Climb 

CRAIG CWM DULYN 

•Dulyn Groove 

LLECH DDU 

•scarface 
•Marathon 
The Groove 

•Great Arete 
*Blitzkrieg 
*The Psychlist 
•Cerberus 
•Gytrack 
• Herostratus 
•Endor 
•venom 
Great Corner 

•zenith 
•Fourth Dimension 
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E4(4) 
E4 
E2 
E3(1) 
E2(3) 

E1 
E1 
E2(1) 
E2 
E2(6) 

6a, 5c 
6a, 5b 
5b, 5a, 5b, 5a 
6a 
5a, 5b, 5a, 5b, 
5b, 5b, 5b, 4c 

5a, 4a, 5b, 4c 
-, 5b, 5b 
5a, 5b, 
5b 
5b 

E2(4) 5c 

E2 
E3 
E1 
E4 
E1 
E2(2) 
E2 
E1 
E3(3) 
E1 (1) 
E3(1) 
E2 
E1 
E2(4) 

5a,5c,4b,5a,4a 
5c, 5b, 5a, 5a 
5b, 5a, 5a, 4c 
5a,5a,6a,4c,4a 
3b, 5a, 4c, 4a 
5a, 4c, 5c,4b 
5a, 5b 
5a, 3b 
5a, 5b 
5a, 4b, 5a 
5a, 5c 
5a, 5b 
5b, 4a 
5a, 5a, -, 5b, 
4c, 5a, 5b, 5a 

CRAIG YR YSFA 

•Aura 
Amphitheatre Girdle 

•carpetbaggers 
* Pinnaclissima 
•Ancients Wall 
•Great Gully Wall 

CWM IDWAL 

*The Crack 
•synapse 
Suicide Groove 

•suspended Sentence 
•Last Rites 
Suicide Wall, Route 2 

•Capital Punishment 
•Death _Row 
Suicide Wall, Route 1 

*The Garrotte 

GALLT YR OGOF 

*Maria 
•Black Maria 
•Samson 

CRAFNANT 

E2 
E1 

E1 
E1 
E1 
E2 

E2 
E2 
E1 
E3 
E2 
E2 
E4 
E3 
E2 
E3 

E1 
E2 
E1 

5b 
5a, 5b, 4c, 5a, 
4c, 5a 
4b, 4b, 4b, 4a, 5b 
5a, 5b 
5a, 5a, 5b 
5a, 5b, 5a 

5c 
5a, 5c 
4b, 5b (5c) 
5c 
5c 
5b 
6a, 5c 
5c 
5c 
5b, 5b, 5a, 6a 

5b 
5b 
5b 

*Phoenix E2 5c, 5a 
*Clonus E2 5c, 4b 
•Connie's Crack E2(2) 5b, 4b 
*Snowdrop E3(2) 5b, 6a 
• Astoroth E2 5c, 4c 
--------------
*The Web E2 4c, 5b 
Six more Extremes here, 

Craig Gogarth and South Stack 
GOGARTH UPPER TIER AND MAIN CLIFF 

Strike E3 6a, 4c 
UFO E1 5a, 5b 
Winking Crack E2 5a, 5c 

*Fifteen Men etc. E3(2) 5c, 5c 
Crow Bar E1 (1) 4b, 5a, 5b 
Fifth Avenue E1 5b, 5a 
Strand E2 5b 
Park Lana E2 5b,5b 
Doomsvilla E1 5a, 5a, 5b 
Transatlantic Crossing E2 5a, 5c, 5b 

•Yellow Scar E1 5a, 5b, 5a 
Ziggurat E2(1) 5b, 5a, 5b 

• Afreet Street E3(3) 5b, 4c 
Fail Safa E1 5b, 4c 

•Eternal Optimist E2 5b,4c 
Resolution E1 5a, 5a, 5b 
Falls Road E3 4b, 5c, 5a, 5c 

•Bubbly's Sit. Blues E4 5c, 5c 
Positron E5 5c, 5c, 6a 
Ordinary Route E5 6a, 6a, 5b,5c,5c 
Rat Race E2 5a,5c,5a,4c,5a 

WEN ZAWN/NORTH STACK 

•zeus E1 5a, 5b, 4b 
*High Pressure E3 5c, 5c 
Quartz Icicle E2 5b, 5b (5b) 

•Games Climbers Play E3/A1 (5c) ,5b/A, 5b,5a 
T. Rex E3 5c, 4c, 5b, 5b 

*lgdrazil E2 5b, 5b 
•Broken Mirror E3 5c, 5c 
•star of the Sea E2 5c, 5a 
Bluebottle E2 5a, 5b 

SOUTH STACK CLIFFS 

Hysteresis E2(1) 5b, 5c 
Primate E2 5b,4b,4b, 4c 
Mousetrap E1 4c,4c, 5a 

•Mantrap E3 -,-, 5b, 5a 
Bedlam E2 5a, 5b, 4c 

•New Girdle of M. Zawn E1 4c, 4c, 4a, 5b,4c 
•L.H. Red Wall E3 5b, 5c 
*Girdle of L.H. Red Wall E3 5a, ab, 5c, ab/5a 
•Pagan E4 5b, 5c, 5b 
*Deygo E3 5b, 5b, 5c 
•T.V. Route E2(5) 
•Redshift E2 5a, 5b, 5a 
Wandigo E2 4c, 5a, 5a, 4b 

•Rad Haza E2(1) 4c, 5b 

Dinosaur 

Mammoth 
Citadel 

•Graduation Ceremony 
Big Groove 

•Puzzle me Quick 
Jaborandi 
Syringe 

•The Camel 
Hypodermic 

•The Needle 
Nightride 

•Horse Above Water 
•Wrangler 
•Trunk Line 
Hombre 
Wonderwall 
Volcano 
Supercrack 

•Annihilator 
Ormuzd 

Spider's Web 
Archway 

•Blow Out 
•Annie's Arch 
•Wall of Horrors 
•Tsunami 
•The Mad Hatter 
•Dementia 
•Progaria 

Rad Wall 
•A Brown Study 
•Doppelgangen 
•The Maze 
Kalahari 

*The Savage 
*Perygl 
•Castell Halen Girdle 
The Moon 

*The Cow 
•Dogs of War 
Sind 
Pterodactyl 
Creeping Lemma 

Cornwall: Bosigran and Chair Laddor Areas 
BOSIGRAN/GREAT ZAWN AREA 

*Geronimo E1 5b *Thick Wall Special 

*Boldfingar E2 5b Great Zawn Chimney 
•Lurch E1 5c Zarathustra 

E3(1) 
E4(2) 
E4(1) 
E4 
E3 
E4 
E1 
E3 
E2 
E2 
E3 
E1 
E1 
E2 
E3 
E1 
E3 
E2 
E2 
E2(1) 
E3 

E2(3) 
E2 
E1 
E1 
E2(4) 
E1 (5) 
E2 
E2 
E1 

E1 

E2(1) 
E2 
E2 
E2 
E3 
E1 
E3 
E4(1) 
E3 
E2 
E2 
E2 

E3 
E1 
E1 

•Kafoozalem E2 5c Green Cormorant Face E1 
•Raven Wall E2 5c Dej6 Vu E3 
•Grandel E2 5c Dream E3 
•Patience E2 5c Liberator E4 
Paradise E1 5c •Fool's Lode E5 
Beowulf E2 4c, 5c, 5b, 5b •West Face E4(1) 
Phantom E2 4c, 5b, 5c Desolation Row E2 

*Ghost E2 4c, 5b, 4b •Candy Man E1 
Suicide Wall E1 4c, 5a, 5b, 4b Oman E1 

•Vulcan E2(4) 5a, 5b, 4c Judas E1 
Bow Wall E2 4c, 5b, 5b, 4c Xanadu E2 

GURNARD'$ HEAD AREA OTHER NORTH COAST AREAS 

• Behemoth E1 (1) 4a, 5b, 5a,4a •The Aggressor E2 
*Adversary E3 5c, 5a *Roraima E3 
•Tuco the Terrible· E1 5a, 5b *Several Species E1 

LANDS END 

*Lindy E1 5b •Death Rattle Gulch E1 
*Black Power E2 5b, 5b *Antenna E2 
•Voices E2 5b •Longships Wall E2 
•Parasite E2 5b •Yankee Doodle E1 
•Land's End Short Climb E2 5c -..:!_uffalo Gorge -=::::=..:..=:.=.:=::.:..:==-..:=---=-=----- -
CH A IR LADDER AREA 

•Camelot •The Baldest E3 
Rad Tower E3 4b, 5c •Finesse E2 

•The Spira E2 5b 

5c, 5b, 5b 
6a, 5c 
5c, 6a 
5c, 6a 
5a, 5c, 5a (5b) 
5b, 5c 
5b, 4c, 5b 
5c, 5c 
5c, 5b 
5a, 5b,4a 
5a, 5c 
4c, 5b,4b 
4c, 5b, 4b 
5c 
5a, 5a, 5c, 5b, 5c 
5b (5b) , 5b 
5c 
5a, 5c 
5c 
5c 
5a, 4a, 5c 

5b, 5a, 4c 
4a, 5b,4c 
5c 
4c, 5a, 5a, 4c 

5a, 4c, 5a, 5a 

5b, 5c 
5a,5a 

4c, 5a,4c 

4c, 5a, 5b, 5b 

4b, 5b, 5b 
5a, 5b 
4c, 5c, 5b 
4c, 4b, 5b, -, 5a 
4c,5c, 5b 
5c, 5c 
5a, 5b, 5b 
5a, 5b 
5b, 5a 
4c, 5b, 5c 

5c, 5a 
5a, 4b 
5b, 4b 
5a, 5b(5c), 4b 
5c 
5c,5c 
6a, 5c 
6a, 6a 
5c, 6a 
5b, 4b 
5b 
4b,5b 
5a, 4c, 5b, 4b 
5a, 5b, 5b, 5a 

5a, 5b, 5a 
5b, 5c 
5a 

5a 
5c 
5c 
5b 

5c 
5c, 5c 

Llanberis Pass 
CRAIG DDU 

Canol 
Black Wall 
Scrog 
Yellow Wall 

E1 
E1 
E1 
E2 

CLOGWYN Y GROCHAN 

•spectrum 
Slape Direct 

• Corruption 
Surplomb 
Hangover 

DINAS CROM LECH 

The Thing 
Foil 
Epitaph 
Memory Lane 
Left Wall 

• Resurrection 

DINAS MOT 

•Toad 
*Molehill 

Baorn 
*Mordor 
*Super Direct 
Zeta 

*The Link 
Black Shadow 

*Coon's Yard 
Black Foot 

CYRN LAS 

Trauma Grooves 
Subsidiary Grooves 

•Lubyanka 
*The Skull 
Great Buttress 

CRAIG Y RHAEADR 

The Wall 
*'Touse Wall 
*Lung Fish 

E2 
E2 
E2 
E2 
E1 

E1 
E3 
E2 
E3 
E3 
E4 

E1 
E3 
E1 
E2 
E1 
E3 
E2 
E1 

E3 
E2 

E1 
E1 
E3 
E4 
E2 

E1 
E2 
E3(2) 

Clogwyn du'r Arddu 
THE EAST BUTTRESSES 

*The Key 
•Sinastra 
Woubits Left Hand 
Woubits 

•Hazy D11ys 
Mostast 

•Naddyn Ddu 
*Far East Girdle 
• Rumplestiltskin 
•Mostast Direct Start 
*Chicana 
•stomach Traversa 
*Land of Hope and Glory 
•Gormod 
East Gully Wall 
Shrike 

•croak 
Hand Traversa 
Pinnacle Arita 
Taurus 
Pinnacle Flake 

•Spira 

E1 (1) 
E1 (1) 
E3 
E2 
E3 
E2 
E2(2) 
E1 (2) 
E1 
E2 
E1 (2) 
E1 
E2 
E2(4) 
E1 
E1 
E1 
E2 
E1 
E2 
E1 
E2 

THE WEST BUTTRESSES 

*Gemini E3 
Boldest E2 
Black Cleft E1 
Ghecko Groove E2 
White Slab E1 (1) 

West Buttress Eliminate E3 
*Sheaf Direct E2 
•Arrow E2(1) 
•Quiver E3 
Bow Right Hand E2 

•Syth E2(1) 
•Mynedd E3(1) 

4b, 5b, 4b 
4b, - , 5c, -
5b, 5a, 5a 
5b, 5a, 5a 

5b+, 5b 
5c 
5c, 5b 
5c, 5b 
5a, 5b 

5b, 4c 
5c 
5b 
5c 
5c 
5c 

- , 5c, 5a 
5c, 5c, 5a 
5b, 5a 
5b, 5a 
4b, 5b, 5b 
5a, 5b, 5b, -, 5c 
5c 
-, 5a, 5b, -, 5b 
5a, 5c, 5b, 5c 
-, 5a, 5c, 5c, -

-, 4c, 5b, -
-, 4b, 5a, 4c, 5b 
5c, 5b, 5b, 5c 
5c, 6a, 5c 
4c, 4c, 5b,5c,5a 

5a,4c,4c 
5a, 5b, 4c 
5c, -, 5b, 5b, -

3b, 5a 
5b, 5a, 5a 
5b, 5b, 6a 
5b,5b 
5c 
4a, 5a, 5b, 3a 
4a,4b(5c),5c,4a 
3b, 5a, -, 5a, 5a 
5b 
5c 
5a 
4c, 5a,4c 
4b, 5b, 4c 
4b,5b, 5b 
5c (5c), 4c, 4c 
5c, 5a 
4c, 5b, 5a, 4b 
5c,4a 
5b 
5b 
5b, 4b 
5b, 5b 

5b, 5c 
5b (5b) 
3b, 5b, 5b, 5a 
5a, 5b (5c) 
5a,4b,5a,-(5c), 
5a, 3b, 4c 
5b, 5c, 5b, 5b 
5c, -, 5b, 5b 
5b,-
5b 
5c 
5c, 5a, -, 5b, -
-, 5b, 5b, 5a 

CARREG WASTAD 

Overlapping Wall 
*Jayway 

Erosion Direct 
*Zangorilla 

*Roll On/ Stroll On 
Hangover Direct 

*Quasar 

*Stone Child 
*Jawbone 

Cenotaph Corner 
Right Wall 

*Crucifix Direct 
Jericho Wall 
Grond 
Cromlech Girdle 

Tremolita 
*Sych 
*Sexus 
The Grinder 
Ten Degrees North 
Nexus 

*Nexus Direct Finish 
The Windmill 
Plexus Buttress Girdle 

*The Pruna 
The Grooves 

*Black Mamba (T. Past) 

CLOGWYN Y DDYSGL 

*Rosy Crucifixion 

Pinnacle Girdle 

Serth 
Leech 
Capricorn 
Wall Variations 

•Trapeze 
•sweeper 
Daurigol 
Great Wall 

•Arite Finish 
*Blancmange Sandwich 
Jelly Roll 
November 
Vember 

*Madi 
Curving Arita 
Troach 
Scorpio 
Silhouette 
Shadow 

•Mordor 

•Spartacus 
Slanting Slab 

•Gael 
*Fibrin 
*Thrombin 
•Syncope/Grovel 
Bloody Slab 
Haemogoblin 

*Diwedd Groove 
*New Girdle 

•Apollo (Spacabound) 
•Head for Heights 

E1 
E1 
E2 
E2 

E3/ 4 
E2 
E3 
E3 
E2 

E1 
E5 
E3 
E1 
E2 
E2 

E1 
E2(1) 
E4 
E2(5) 
E2 
E1 
E4 
E3 
E3 

E2 
E1 

E2 

E2 

E3 

E2 
E3 
E2 
E1 
E3 
E2 
E3 
E4 
E3 
E3 
E2 
E3 
E1 
E4 
E3 
E2 
E2 
E3 
E3 
E3 

E3(A3) 
E2(3) 
E2(3) 
E2(4) 
E2 
E2(2) 
E2 
E2 
E2 
E3(6) 

E3 
E2 

4c, 5b, 4c 
5a, 5b, 4b 
5b 
5b, 5b, 5b 

5c/ 6a 
5c 
5c 
5c 
4b, 5b 

5b 
6a 
5c 
-, 5a, 5a 
5b 
-, 5a, 5b, 5a, etc. 

5a, 5b, 5a, 5a, 4b 
-, 5c, 5b, 5b 
4c,4a, 6a 
5a, 5c, A, 5b 
-, 5b, 5b,_4b 
-, 5b, 4b, 5b 
6a 
5b, 4b, 5c, 5a 
4c, 5a, 5a, 5b, 5c 

5a, 4c, 5b 
5a, 5b, 5a, (5b) 
(5c) 
5b, 4c, 5c, 5a 

5b, 5a 

5b, 5b, 5b, 5c, 
5b, -, 5a, -, 5a 
5b, 5b, -
5a, 5c, 5c (5c) 
4a, 5a, 5a, 5c 
5b, 5a, 4c, 4a 
5c, -, 5c, -
-,5b,-
5b, 5c,4c 
5c, 6a 
5c 
5c 
5a, 5b, 5b 
5a, 5c, 5a 
5a, 5b, 4a 
5c 
4c, 5b 
4c, 5b, 5a 
5b 
5c_. 6a 
4c, 5c, 4c 
6a 

A, 5b, -
5a,4a, 5a 
5a, 5a, 5a 
5a, 5a, -
5a,-
5b (5c), 5b 
5b (5a), 5b, -
5b, 5b, -
5c 
5c, 5b etc. 
(20 pitches) 
5c 
-, 5c 

37 





A CRAWL DOWN 
THEOGRE 

IF I THINK BACK to the British Ogre 
Himalayan Expedition 1977, one man 
stands out in my mind - the Balti porter, 
Taki, who, after carrying a 601b box 
throughout a twelve mile approach march, 
some of it over moraine waste, produced 
from the folds of his shirts, smocks and 
assorted rags thirty-one eggs, none of which 
were even cracked. How he did it I'll never 
know. Ostensibly he did it for thirty-one 
rupees and our favour, but how do you 
walk over a shifting chaos of moraine rock 
without breaking such a cargo? - well, I 
suppose, much more carefully than I could. 
Eight weeks later, eight more Balti came up 
the Biafo Glacier to Base Camp and, with 
as much care as Taki had for his eggs, 
carried me down some of the roughest 
terrain imaginable, with hardly a jolt to my 
broken legs. 

Back in June, fit and full of optimism, 
six of us entered Baltistan, ready to climb 
the Ogre. The Ogre is the highest point in 
the Biafo Glacier region of the Karakoram. 
It was noted by Europeans in 1861, when 
Godwin Austen first surveyed the area, and 
again in 1892 when Conway came down 
the Biafo from the Hispar Glacier and 
named it. Then, during the 1930s, Eric 
Shipton and his friends carefully surveyed 
the whole region. The height of the Ogre 
stands at 23,900ft., and a local name was 
found for it - Baintha Brakk - but climbers 
seem to prefer the shorter and more intelli
gible 'Ogre'. 

During the last six years, two British and 
two Japanese expeditions have attempted 
the mountain. All four attempts failed in 
the face of avalanching snow, steep rock 
and ferocious storms. The highest point 
reached was 21,500ft., which was achieved 
last year when the Japanese explored the 
South-West Flank. Above their high-point 
there reared 1,000ft. of steep granite rock 
and, beyond that, steep ice faces, long 
corniced ridges and a final 800ft. summit 
rock pinnacle. The technical problems 
would be quite something in the Alps, but 
here, at nearly 24,000ft., the climbing would 
become a race against physical and mental 
deterioration in the rarefied air. 

Doug Scott 
During the spring of 1975, Clive Rowland 

and I reconnoitred the south side of the 
Ogre. Our high-point then had been 
16,000ft. on the Uzan Blakk Glacier, where 
we stood bogged down in wet, sloppy 
snow, lost in amazement at the sight of the 
great lumps of rock, 8,000ft. high and 
liberally covered with snowy ramps and 
steep ice faces, that characterize the Ogre 
from the south. It is not a beautiful moun
tain from down there, being squat and 
having three small cones, like misplaced 
nipples, defining the summit, with the 
centre cone the highest. Yet there is one 
elegant feature, and that is the South Pillar, 
a prow of rock 3,000ft. high. While I was 
excited about the prospect of climbing that, 
Clive was clearly attracted by the South
West Flank, where there was a possible 
route up ridges and snow-fields that looked 
the most likely way to the summit area. As 
a result of this divergence of interest, we put 
together an expedition with these two 
routes in mind. 

The expedition finally resolved itself into 
a party of six: Paul ('Tut') Braithwaite and 
I were to try the South Pillar, while Chris 
Bonington, Nick Estcourt, Mo Anthoine 
and Clive attempted the South-West Flank. 
We were, mercifully, without a leader, for 
the inclusion of such a personage would 
have been laughable, seeing that all mem
bers of the team had had so much expedi
tion experience that they could easily arrive 
at decisions communally, with no bother 
at all. For some, this was their first leader
less expedition, and they no doubt found it 
stimulating to work things out for them
selves, while former leaders perhaps found 
it restful to be without the burden of total 
responsibility. 

Despite an apparent lack of organization, 
we had worked hard preparing for our 
respective routes, but these well-made plans 
foundered in our case when a big rock 
smashed into Tut's leg at the start of our 
South Pillar route. After two weeks of 
waiting for a large blood clot to move, 
Tut could still not use his leg for rock 
climbing. Laboriously we recovered all our 
food, equipment and a special hanging tent 

from the base of the pillar (19,000ft.). So 
ended a two-year obsession - an obsession 
which had caused me to catch my breath a 
few times at the thought of taking off to 
climb with just two climbing ropes and 
none back down to the ground. But for me, 
at least, there were still alternatives, while 
Tut had no choice but to sit the trip out in 
Base Camp. For someone as active as he is, 
that wait must have been one of the most 
frustrating periods of his life. 

"Mountain one, climbers none", as Mo 
put it. 

Round Two had already begun, with 
Chris, Nick, Clive and Mo busy climbing 
and fixing ropes up the ice rib leading to 
the West Col. In less than a week they 
climbed from above Advance Base, at 
17,000ft., to 20,000ft. on the col. At the end 
of this period, Chris and Nick took off for 
the top, with about five days' food. Finding 
themselves suddenly alone, the other two 
descended - Clive because he wanted to 
reconnoitre a different way via the West 
Ridge, and Mo because he felt they needed 
more supplies and more time to acclimatize. 
Nick and Chris pushed out from the col 
along a ramp and round on to the South 
Face; up to a point above the South Pillar, 
they had followed a line pioneered by the 
1976 Japanese expedition. Four days later, 
they returned, having failed in a very bold 
attempt to reach the summit. Faced with 
depleted food stocks and lack of climbing 
equipment, and suffering from the effects 
of altitude, they had not felt up to climbing 
the 800ft. summit cone. They did, however, 
traverse up on steep snow to the West 
Summit, before reversing their route 
of ascent. They set off back down to Base 
Camp, but on their way came across Mo, 
Clive, Tut and me at the West Col. 
We were in the process of making an at
tempt on the West Ridge which started with 
a 1,000ft. rock pillar. This rekindled Chris's 
ambition for the top, and he persuaded 
us to return to Base to give him a rest 
and also to collect more food. 

A few days later, on July 6, Mo, Clive 
and I returned to the col and went up to a 
smaller shoulder, about 1,000ft. higher and 
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Top left: The routes and camps on the Ogre. The 
solid line marks the Bonington/Estcourt attempt, 
and the broken line indicates the second, success
ful attempt. Sno,vholes are marked O and the 
point on the South Pillar where Braithwaite was 
injured is marked X. (The upper slopes of the 
mountain are greatly forsehortened from this 
viewpoint). Above and lower left: The spectacular 
views to the South West and West (left)from the 
camp on the West Ridge. Left: The steep snow 
slopes below the West Summit. Anthoine and 
Rowland are in the distance and Boning/on is 
closer to the camera. Right: On the West Ridge 
just below West Summit. The Sim Gang Glacier 
is on the right and the mountains of the Kunyang 
Kish, Kanjut Sar group can be seen in the dist
ance on the right of the picture. 

just under the 1,000ft. Pillar, where we 
made a camp. Tut and Nick (unknown to 
us at the time) had decided not to rejoin 
the attempt, as Tut's leg seemed to be get
ting worse and Nick had still not recovered 
from his attempt with Chris. Chris there
fore started out alone, knowing we would 
be waiting below the Pillar. 

So far the climb had not been memorable. 
In fact it had been a distinctly long grind. 
As I've said, I had come here with high 
hopes for the complete adventure - two 
men, no fixed ropes, etc., etc. - and so far 
I'd done nothing much but hold on to 
jumars clamped to other people's fixed 
ropes, with only a dull plodding routine 
required to make upward progress. Snow 
flurries and cold did nothing to stimulate 
my interest in the climb. In fact, as we put 



Above: A view along the connecting ridge be
tween the West and Main summits. The Nobande 
Sobande glacier system is on the left in the middle 
distance. 

the tents up at the top shoulder camp, I 
would have given anything to be at home. 
Then, only half an hour later, inside my 
tent supping hot tea, I looked out of the 
entrance as the sun set and decided that 
there was nowhere else I'd rather be but 
up there at 22,000ft., watching that sun 
dipping down, silver lining strands of 
cloud strung out over Snow Lake and the 
Hispar Glacier beyond. Range after range 
of bristling mountain peaks stood out 
silhouetted against each other, the nearer 
ranges sharply and darkly defined, while 
those in the distance faded into the sun's 
diffused haze of yellow light. Above them 
all, some hundred and fifty miles away, 
Nanga Parbat caught the last of the sun, 
whilst everywhere else was plunged into 
gloom. We zipped up the tent against a 
strong wind and snuggled content into our 
feathers. 

I thought of the morrow, when we three 
would at last get on to rock. I looked for
ward expectantly to covering what ground 
we could up the Pillar, going along hope
fully lapping up that granite rock, on the 
way to who knows where exactly. 

During the next two days we got to work 
on the 1,000ft. Pillar. This provided some 
interesting climbing on both faces and in 
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cracks, all carried out at a height of about 
22,500ft. We then descended to the tent to 
wait for Chris, having equipped the Pillar 
with 450ft. of fixed rope. The four of us 
eventually took off on July 11, reclimbing 
the 1,000ft. Pillar and continuing to about 
23,000ft., where we dug a snow-cave just 
below the final rocks of the West Summit. 
During the next day, Mo and Clive took 
over the lead and went across some very 
steep ice (65°) made all the more difficult 
by a thin coating of powder snow. They 
then continued up to the West Summit 
Ridge, via a steep couloir. After a stop for 
a brew, we slowly climbed the ridge and 
traversed over the summit. We brought the 
day to a close by digging a big snow-cave 
just below the long ridge connecting the 
West Summit with the Main Summit. The 
snow was thick here, but it was lying at 
about 50° - 55° on ice, giving grounds for 
concern. Even when we had dug right into 
it, the thought crossed our minds that the 
whole South-East Face could easily ava
lanche and take our snow-cave with it. We 
did dig a bit deeper, and a position at the 
back of the cave was more often sought 
after than one at the front, but our main 
hope lay in the face not avalanching, which 
it didn't until we were off the mountain. 

That night, within sight of the summit 
rocks, we cooked up a big meal of freeze
dried Strogonoff, rounded off with apple 
flakes and endless cups of tea. The cave was 
sealed off against spindrift and, despite the 

23,000ft. altitude, we slept well. Chris and I 
set off next morning to break trail to the 
foot of the rocks. Mo and Clive were to 
follow later, as Mo wanted to take some 
cine film for a BBC documentary he was 
making of the expedition's ups and downs. 
Chris was feeling the effects of his previous 
attempt. He was moving well enough, but 
suggested that I led the rocks ahead, as I 
should be faster, being fitter. I greedily ac
cepted and soon 'lost' myself climbing two 
150ft. pitches up a pinnacle and down its 
far side to a snow patch on the north side 
of the summit rocks. From the snow we 
followed a diagonal break right up to a 
seemingly blank wall. This turned out to 
be the crux of the climb, for a crack I 
eventually found and followed for eighty 
feet suddenly ended. From a wire chock 
wedged into the crack, I got Chris to lower 
me some forty feet so that I could make a 
pendulum swing across the granite wall. I 
swung first to one side then to the other, 
gradually increasing the arc by a sort of 
gallop against the rock, until I could reach 
over to another crack which looked 
climbable. I was just placing a chock when 
my feet slipped off and away I clattered 
across the rock. Chris continued to hold his 
end of the rope firm and, after another 
session of galloping about, I regained the 
crack, banged a piton into it, clipped my 
etrier to that and stood up from the peg, 
gasping for air after these exertions. 
Chris let out the tension in the rope and, 



by leap-frogging the aid up the crack, I was 
able to reach a point higher than before. 
Here, the wall relented and I was able to 
free climb to a point 15ft. above the pen
dulum swing, to where a crack went through 
an overhang to the top of the wall. I 
climbed this using direct aid from chocks 
and the odd piton and, just as the 150ft. 
length of rope joining us together had all ' 
been run out, I arrived at the top of the 
wall. Chris then jumared up the rope to 
join me, and from there we traversed down 
70ft. and climbed an overhanging corner 
into the summit gully. 

This final 100ft. took up the last hour of 
the day, for when Chris arrived on the top 
of the Ogre the sun had gone down over 
the Hunza. As he had my camera, I had 
been able to sit on the top and take in the 
new perspective of Snow Lake and the 
hundreds of snowy peaks stretching off in 
all directions, without, for once, having to 
fiddle with camera stops and speeds. 

Not having any bivouac equipment, 
Chris and I were very anxious to get down 
to the snow-cave. However, it had been a 
good climb, at least above the fixed rope. 
There had been so much variation - a verit
able magical mystery tour of a route, taking 
in steep rock and ice, a climb over the 
West Summit and then a traverse across 
and up to the Main Summit. 

We worked our way down a ridge of soft 
snow to a block of rock. We put a nylon 
sling round it, threaded our two climbing 
ropes behind that, and threw both down in 
the direction of the 150ft. wall. To regain 
the peg crack, I had to push myself well 
over to the left as I abseiled, but eventually 
I got to the crack, just as I was reaching the 
end of the double rope. I leaned across to 
fix myself on to a peg, pressing myself over 
with my feet. I stepped my right foot up 
against the wall, but, in the gathering 
darkness, unwittingly placed it on a veneer 
of water ice. Suddenly my foot shot off and 
I found myself swinging away into the 
gloom, clutching the end of the rope. I 
couldn't imagine why the swing was going 
on and on. I had not realized how far left 
of the abseil sling I was. And all the time 
I was swinging, a little exclamation of awe, 
surprise and fear was coming out from 
inside me, audible to Mo some 2,000ft. 
away at the snow-cave. And then the swing 
and the cry ended as I slammed into the 
opposite side of the gully, 100ft. away. 
Splat! Glasses gone and every bone shaken. 
A quick examination revealed head and 
trunk O.K., femurs and knees O.K., but -
Oh! Oh! - my ankles cracked whenever I 
moved them. The right one felt very pecu
liar: Pott's fracture, I diagnosed, without 
much real idea - left one, too, but perhaps 
it's just the tendons. So that was how it 
was going to be: a whole new game with 
new restrictions on winning - it was 
curious to observe my own reactions. I had 
no fear then, there was too much to do: 
I banged a peg in, put a couple of wire nuts 

in, tied off direct from my harness and 
hung off them while Chris came down the 
abseil rope. 

"What ho!" he said, cheerily. 
"I've broken my right leg and smashed 

the left ankle," I said. 
"We'll just work at getting you down," 

he replied, airily. "Don't worry, you're a 
long way from death." 

Too true! - the thought that I might have 
major problems of that kind had not then 
entered my head. I felt extremely rational, 
remarkably clear about what to do. 

We continued our descent as far as we 
could that night. Chris abseiled down to 
a large patch of snow on a rock slab. By 
the time I reached him, he'd hacked a step 
out in the snow and, for the first time, I 
put my body weight on my legs and ankles. 
They both collapsed, the right leg cracking 
horribly. So I got on my knees, with my 
lower legs stuck out behind, and kneed 
across the ledge with no trouble at all. 

"So that's how it's done," I thought. And 
that's how it was done over the next seven 
days, with a little help from my friends -
Chris, Clive and Mo. 

Chris and I hacked away at the snow 
patch, producing a passable ledge on which 
we could lounge back in a half-lying, half
sitting position. Most of the time we sat 
facing each other with our bare feet stuck 
into each other's crutch. Every half hour 
or so we would reach down and rub a bit 
of life into each other's feet, a lesson learnt 

Above: Bonington following the difficult aid 
crack on the summit tower. This, and all other 
uncredited photos: Doug Scott 

whilst bivouacking on Everest two years 
before. Mainly I cursed the night away, 
moaning and groaning at the cold, afraid 
that internal bleeding might cut off the 
blood going to my toes. That thought kept 
me grabbing at Chris's toes which I would 
rub furiously, hoping that he would take 
the hint and rub mine, which he did with 
gentle pressure. The night passed in these 
little flurries of action. At 5.30 next morn
ing we abseiled four more rope-lengths 
down to the snow basin of the South-East 
Face. Chris kicked steps up towards the 
snow-cave to wake Mo and Clive. I fol
lowed as best I could, but it was slow going, 
as Chris had left only toe-holds in places. 
Mo came down and took our gear and 
kicked out bigger steps, and I was able to 
go at more or less normal speed for those 
altitudes. 

We spent that night in the snow-cave 
and ate the last freeze-dried meal, leaving 
ourselves with only soup and tea. It was 
with some concern, therefore, that we 
found a howling blizzard raging outside the 
snow-cave the next morning. We had to 
get down to Advance Base to get food, and 
even lower to escape the debilitating effect 
of the lack of oxygen. But first we had to 
climb up 300ft. to gain the West Summit. 
Mo and Clive went out to try it, but after 
an hour or so returned to the warmth of 
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Above: The summit of The Ogre. Ascent route 
---, Descent route - - - - -, Pendulums 
- - - - -, Bivouac site 0. Far left: Bonington, 
spent after his ordeal. Left. Scott begins the 
four mile crawl down the lower glacier. Photos: 
Clive Rowland 

the cave. There had been so much snow in 
the air it had become impossible to see, and 
the wind made it difficult to stand up, let 
alone climb steep snow. 

The next day, July 15, there was less 
wind and we all set off out into the heavy 
snowfall. Clive took the lead, slowly kick
ing his way up desperately deep powder 
snow, angled in places at 60°. Mo went 
next up Clive's rope, then me, then Chris. 
It took all day for us to move across the 
West Summit, abseil down the other side 
and traverse over steep ice to the snow-cave 
we had used on the night of the 11th. The 
weather was terrible - cold and violent. 
We had to dig out snow that had drifted 
into the cave, but as it was dark when we 
arrived no one felt like waiting around in 
the storm whilst the digging took place. So 
we ended up with cramped quarters and 
an inadequate entrance. Mo and Clive 
already had damp sleeping bags, and these 
became quite wet during the night with 
snow drifting in on to them. It was the 
worst night of all: no food, wet, still above 
23,000ft., and me slowing them all down 
with the 1,000ft. Pillar still to come. There 
was only one way for me to tackle a big, 
complex problem like that, and that was 



one day at a time, keeping the broad idea 
hovering around in my mind that I'd got 
to get to Base Camp, but each day thinking 
no further than that day's objective, con
fident that if each day's climbing was com
petently executed then the whole problem 
would eventually be solved. 

Next morning, Mo stuck his head out of 
the cave and announced that the storm was 
now, if anything, worse. He went off, fol
lowed by Clive, then me, then Chris - all 
of us bent on reaching the tents, for there 
we had left a pound of sugar, which was 
something we had not had for two days. 
That seemed to be a number one priority. 
But also there was no real resting place 
between the snow-cave and the tents - so 
we had to make it. It was a nightmare 
descent. Whenever there was a ridge of 
level ground, I found crawling painful, 
seeming always to be catching my legs 
on protruding rocks. Only on steep, 
snowed-up rocks did I feel comfortable, 
for then Mo would have fixed up the abseil 
ropes and I could slide down with my body 
making contact with the snow and rock, 
whilst my feet stuck out, out of the way of 
obstacles. In this fashion I started to 
descend the 1,000ft. Pillar. 

Unfortunately, on the way down, Chris 
abseiled off the end of one of the double 
ropes. Luckily, Clive had tied the other off 
to a rock, so Chris fell only about 20ft. or 
so, but he still broke two ribs and painfully 
damaged his right hand. Cold and getting 
colder, he had no alternative but to con
tinue the descent. Mercifully, he did not at 
once start to experience the pain in his 
thorax that was to dog him later. It was a 
sorry little band that made the tents. Mo 
was the first and he had to re-erect them, 
as they were both flattened under three feet 
of snow. 

The rest of us were happy to crawl 
straight in out of the tearing wind and into 
our sleeping bags. For me, it was a long 
and painful process removing gaiters, 
boots, inner boots and socks. But it had to 
be done so that I could rub my frozen toes 
back to life, for circulation was somewhat 
restricted by having my legs permanently 
bent at the knee. More serious, though, 
were my frozen finger ends. Crawling about 
so much I had no opportunity to keep my 
gloves dry, and not much time to stop and 
warm my hands when they started to lose 
sensation. I hoped that things would im
prove now that we were losing height, and 
we all kept thinking that the storm could 
not go on for many more days. 

Mo came into the same tent as Clive and 
me, to warm up, as his sleeping bag was 
now reduced to a useless clump of wet, 
soggy feathers. We played cards, hoping 
the storm would finally blow itself out 
during the morning, so that we could move 
the tents down to the West Col later in the 
day. Chris was now in a bad way - cough
ing his throat hoarse, his voice down to a 
whisper, and every cough increasing the 

pain under his ribs. He burst into our tent 
during the morning, announcing that he 
really must go down as he thought that he 
had pulmonary oedema. We discussed this 
with him, but he did not seem to have any 
of the gurgling noises one hears about. It 
was probable that he had mild pneumonia 
which wouldn't have been helped by spend
ing the day out in the swirling spindrift. 
Neither did the three of us fancy the sub
zero temperature and harsh wind, for Mo 
announced that he had not felt his toes for 
nearly a week and Clive's didgits were also 
numb. Despite it being our fourth day 
without food, we decided to give it one 
more day. At least now we had enough 
sugar for the next dozen brews of tea. We 
had been taking tea without milk or sugar 
for breakfast, and half a curried meat stock 
cube for dinner, and we were lacking in 
energy but now noticed a slight change for 
the better with the sugar. 

It was still blowing hard the next morn
ing as we roped down to the South-West 
Col. By now I had become quite expert at 
knee-climbing. I found that being on my 
hands and knees was actually an advantage 
in particularly deep snow, and I did a bit of 
trail-breaking. Mo unearthed some old 
Japanese ropes, and we slid down the first 
500ft. to the West Col. We went across to 
our former camp-site and dug around until 
we uncovered a waste bag, in the bottom 
of which was some boiled rice mixed with 
cigarette ash, which we ate. We rummaged 
around some more and found 1oz. of milk 
powder and, in another bag, three packets 
of fruit sweets and two packets of cough 
sweets. We shared them out when Clive and 
Chris arrived. 

We moved off to the top of the fixed 
ropes that would take us to Advance Base 
the following day. I carried Clive's sack as 
he had to go and recover a tent that had 
fallen off his sack higher up. There was now 
about a mile to go across soft snow, but at 
last the clouds were rolling back to reveal 
the mountains all around covered in fresh, 
sparkling snow down to the glaciers. My 
arms kept sinking deep into the snow with 
the weight of Clive's sack pressing down 
over my neck. Despite following Mo's 
footsteps, I took many rests, flopping down 
flat out in the snow. Expeditions are usually 
good times to sort out a few things in the 
head - times to drop down a level or two -
but it occurred to me then that since my 
accident I had brought such an iron will 
to bear on every moment of the day that 
I had not given such matters a thought. 
But there had been some compensations, 
for whenever I shut my eyes I went off into 
a hallucinatory world of lilac and purple 
colouring, incredible shapes and forms, 
caricature people and stylised views of 
distant times and places. It did not make a 
lot of sense, but it was one way to while 
away a few minutes and recover enough to 
take a further twenty or so crawling paces 
through the snow. 

Mo and I dug out tent platforms, put 
up one of the tents and then the other when 
Clive arrived with it. Chris came in very 
slowly, coughing up a rich yellow fluid 
from his lungs. 

Chris and Mo set off at first light for 
Advance Base. Clive and I followed four 
hours later, for by then the sun would be 
up to warm our frost-bitten hands and feet. 
Also, Chris and Mo would have had time 
to cut out big steps at various key places. 

Abseiling down fixed ropes was no real 
problem for me, so I was able to descend 
2,500ft. in four hours. Crawling over soft 
snow down to 17,000ft. was also relatively 
easy, but after that the snow became thin, 
and I had to crawl over hard, sharp glacier 
ice. 

We arrived at last to find that Advance 
Base was no more - either blown away or 
taken away by Nick and Tut - so there 
was nothing for it but to follow Mo and 
Clive down to Base Camp. The next 
section was the most painful of the whole 
retreat. The distance was about four and a 
half miles from the end of the fixed ropes. 
About one mile was on soft snow, two and 
a half on ice and one on moraine. At 10.30 
that night (July 20), I crawled over the last 
of the moraine rocks. My legs were very 
swollen from knocking them countless 
times. I stopped to examine them and was 
horrified to find that I had worn right 
through four layers of clothing and that my 
knees were numb, bloody and swollen. 

One last bank and I was on the triangle 
of moraine that surrounded the thick green 
grass of Base Camp - a little oasis amongst 
the chaos of shifting rock and ice. I 
crawled to the old kitchen site to find that 
Mo had gone off in hot pursuit of Nick, 
who had that same morning given us up 
for dead. "If you get as far as reading this, 
then it presumably means that at least one 
of you is alive," he wrote in his note, adding 
that he was going down to fetch Tut from 
Askole and form a search party. 

They obviously did think us dead from 
the meagre supplies that were left. How
ever, it was good to eat Purdy Cake with a 
cup of milky tea and then to fall asleep on 
that little meadow. 

Next morning the sun shone on to our 
wet sleeping bags - you could feel the 
warmth come right through into the murky 
interior. Pulling open the draw-cord from 
inside, poking my head out to see the grass, 
the flowers and the stream running across; 
then getting out, brewing a mug of tea, 
eating a powdered egg omelette and feeling 
the sun burning my skin: beautiful me
mories these. 

For four days Clive looked after Chris 
and me, and still there was no sign of the 
porters that Mo should have sent. On the 
fifth day, however, when we were down to 
soup and 'Tom and Jerry' nougat bars, 
Nick arrived with twelve porters to carry 
me down, together with the remnants of 
our gear. Mo, in the meantime, had gone 
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An open 
and shut case. 

off with Tut and our Liaison Officer, 
Captain Aleem, to Skardu, in order to 
dispatch a helicopter for arrival outside 
Askole on July 28. 

When Mo arrived in Askole, Tut had 
already been there a week and had made 
good friends with the headman and many 
of the villagers. As each day passed it had 
seemed to Tut and to the Baltis that our 
chances of being alive were growing in
creasingly slim, especially when Nick 
arrived alone. Thus, when Mo walked in, 
they were all overjoyed to discover that 
we were safe, if not exactly one hundred 
per cent. The headman sent off to other 
villagers to ensure that we had twelve 
strong and able porters. And that was 
exactly what we got. 

In three days they carried me down to 
the Biafo Glacier and then along to its 
snout and then to a flat field near Askole, 
where a helicopter could land. It was a 
remarkable journey on a home-made 
stretcher constructed of juniper wood 
poles, a climbing rope and sleeping mats. 
Never once did they look like dropping me, 
and I seldom felt a jolt. It was good to lie 
out, listening and waiting as they made 
decisions as to route-finding, choice of 
camping place, who should fetch wood and 
water, who should take the heavier part of 
the stretcher, and so on. They inevitably 
made the decision after a gentle murmur 
had gone round the motley band - no one 
ever shouted or became excited. Their 
voices blended into a sing-song melody 
which seemed completely in tune with the 
rhythm of their village lives. They knew 
just what to do. And I for one have nothing 
but admiration for these hardy people, who 
are all very individualistic and full of 
character, yet are easily capable of working 
to a common aim in complete accord. That 
is how good expeditions can work. 

It was sad to be suddenly plucked away 
from them by the noisy helicopter. Unlike 
Taki with his eggs and the eight stretcher
bearers with me, the helicopter was not so 
gentle: coming into Skardu the engine cut 
out, and we suddenly plummeted twenty 
feet to the ground some hundred yards 
short of the helipad. As a result Chris had 
to wait for a week in Askole while the 
helicopter was repaired, but eventually he 
too was flow out to Skardu. 

Three days later, after fine hospitality at 
the British Embassy and a first-class flight 
home, courtesy of Pakistani International 
Airlines, I was being plastered and pinned 
in Nottingham General Hospital. A 
SUMMARY 
Karakoram: Baintha Brakk (Ogre), 23,900ft. 
An account of the first ascent by a British 
expedition comprising Mo Anthoine, Chris 
Bonington, Paul Braithwaite, Nick Estcourt, 
Clive Rowland and Doug Scott. The summit 
was reached on July 13, 1977 by Scott and 
Bonington by a route up the West Ridge. 

Editor's Note. This article replaces the next 
article in the Dyhrenfurth series (Annapurna), 
which will now be printed in Mountain 58. 



Important Karakoram Accounts 

In the Throne Room of the 
Mountain Gods 

by Galen Rowell 

George Allan & Unwin: 
£10.00 (U.K.) 
Sierra Club Press: $18.50 

In this grandiose book, Galen 
Rowell has attempted to com
bine a contentious report of the 
abortive 1976 American K2 ex
pedition with a general survey of 
the Baltoro region of the Kara
koram, examining its mountains, 
its peoples and the history of its 
climbing. Questions are asked 
pertinent to the changing styles 
of climbing in the Himalayas, and 
a penetrating insight is given 
into the political wrangling 
which underlay one expedition, 
illustrating just how far removed 
from mountaineering an expedi
tion can become. 
Chapters relating the history of 
attempts and successes on K2, 
and other mountains in the area, 
are spread out amongst chap
ters describing the generation 
of the American expedition to 
K2, its progress towards the 
mountain, the internal dissen
sion within the team and the 
eventual failure of the expedi
tion . Sprinkled throughout the 
book are chapters painting in the 
local background or depicting 
the wildlife of the area. 
A lot of research has gone into 
the book and the author makes 
use of many photographs. But 
the selection of photographs is 
strange. Understandably, in view 
of the minimal advancement of 
the route, there are few good 
climbing shots, but the portfolio 
of large, breathtaking colour 
photos of the mountains of the 
Baltoro, which we have every 
reason to expect from such a 
talented photographer in such 
an expensive book, does not 
appear. There are a few interest
ing colour reproductions, 
though not always of the best 
quality. The black and white 
photographs, however, are very 
disappointing . Trango Towers, 
Chogolisa, the Ogre and many 
other mountains are reproduced 
alongside pertinent parts of the 
text in a ridiculous postage
stamp size, so that they are al
most impossible to comprehend. 
There is a definite need for a topo 
of K2 and, given that the book is 
also a general history of moun
taineering in the region, topos 
of all the other peaks that the 
author writes about. 
Where the photographs do suc
ceed is in introducing the local 

people. It is refreshing to see so 
much attention being paid (in 
the ·writing as well) to the life
style of the local populace and 
to the consequences of the 
region and culture being overrun 
by foreign expeditions. 
The book undertakes a compre
hensive recapitulation of moun
taineering achievements and 
endeavour in the Karakoram, 
which usefully brings together 
many historical accounts. These 
include fascinating and amusing 
descriptions of the earliest at
tempts by Eckenstein and Crow
ley; the awesome courage and 
tragedies of the 1939 and 1953 
expeditions to K2 and the suc
cess of the Italians in 1954. 

Rowell - having it both ways 

In the light of changing trends 
in Himalayan expedition activity, 
Rowell does acknowledge that 
there is a contrast between the 
small, highly mobile expedition, 
such as that of Messner and 
Habeler to Hidden Peak, and the 
massive and expensive assaults 
made on mountains by teams 
deploying hundreds of porters. 
In this he is contributing to the 
growing debate on styles of 
climbing, but he avoids coming 
to any conclusion. Indeed, he 
puts forward a puzzling hypo
thesis: " There is no one right 
way to climb a mountain. The 
best methods are those closely 
matched to the styles and abili
ties of individual teams." 
One thing the book does demon
strate convincingly is that, con
trary to popular misconception, 
not only is "big ' not beautiful, in 
terms of expeditions, but it is also 
not necessarily successful. 
Much of the book shows how 
the ignoring of factors outside 
the styles and ability of the in
dividual team not only does not 
guarantee success, but can lead 
to the marring and destroying 
of a region for which expedi
tioners claim to have so much 
love and respect. 

Perhaps the book is a blue-print 
of how not to organize an ex
pedition. The self-analyses, the 
constant airing of interpersonal 
conflicts and dislikes makes 
painful reading . There are wor
ries about contractual obliga
tions, about law suits from the 
expedition·s donors, because 
the expedition didn't achieve 
enough ; there is an interesting 
introduction to the dominant 
influence of the American Alpine 
Club; it all seems very far re
moved from the straightforward 
desire to climb a mountain; very 
different from the concept of a 
group of friends going off on an 
adventure together. 
Rowell does present the mem
bers of the 1975 expedition as a 
group of friends, but he also in
dulges in unwelcome, myth
building eulogies on each mem
ber. After his glowing descrip
tions, one wonders how this 
team could possibly fail, and the 
adulation is little preparation for 
the strife and discord which 
split the team apart when the 
mountain was reached . Rowell 
can 't have it both ways. This was 
a _big expedition. Over 500 por
ters were hired, and the total 
cost was in excess of $200,000. 
The analysis of why the expedi
tion failed concentrates on the 
psychological level. There are no 
concrete conclusions drawn 
from the experience. It is as if, 
throughout the book, Rowell 
doesn't want to say anything 
that might affect his chances of 
taking part in another big ex
pedition. Predictably, the book 
ends on just such a note, as he 
is invited on a return trip to K2 
for 1978. This, too, may be why 
we see so few of his excellent 
photographs in this book ; we 
will probably get them in the 
book on the 1978 ascent. And 
they intend to make sure this 
time - there are going to be 
twenty climbers! 
However, although there is much 
to criticize in this book, it must 
be admitted that Rowell has 
made a creditable attempt to 
break away from the usual dull 
expedition book formula. For, 
whatever else one might say 
about it, the book is never dull, 
and that in itself is a considerable 
achievement. 
Joe Tasker 

The Challenge: Two Men 
Alone at 8,000 Metres 
by Reinhold Messner 
Kaye & Ward: £4.75 (U.K.) 
Oxford University Press: 
$12.50 (U.S.) 
Editorial Note: Before we had 
time to send out Messner's book 
for review, the following un
solicited appraisal was sent to us 
by a reader. We print it without 
comment. 
At first sight, Messner's latest 
book appears to combine a 
standard account of his recent 
attempt on the South Face of 
Lhotse with Riccardo Cassin's 

expedition, together with the 
story of the epic ascent of the 
North-West Face of Hidden 
Peak, which he made with Peter 
Habeler in 1975. In fact, it's an 
excellent adventure story, which 
even granny would enjoy. It has 
excitement, danger, sex, and a 
hero who tears himself away 
from his wife and home in order 
to try something new on a big 
mountain; who is cool enough 
to stand on the summit of his 
third eight-thousander in a chic 
continental climbing outfit, with 
a pose debonair enough to 
deserve a full-page spread in 
Paris-Match; and who is man 
enough to share a tent with 
Simone Badier in a remote 
Baltoro village, and spend the 
night lying awake looking at the 
stars. After all, what comes be
yond 'The Seventh Grade' but 
'The Challenge'? This book is 
so enjoyable that you can simply 
succumb to the Man, the Myth 
and the Mountains, and follow 
him all the way: 

"We sat at the apex of endless 
space. Far below in the valleys 
lay a milky mist. The horizon 
around spread like the empti
ness within. With supreme un
concern, I awoke from my 
state of bliss, from a kind of 
nirvana." 

And so he leaves the summit of 
Hidden Peak. Pure magic! 
Messner·s style is intense and 
personal; he comes through as 
a man who is supremely articu
late in retrospect, but whose 
face-to-face dialogue is some
times clumsy. Driving across the 
Brenner Pass during the hectic 
preparation for the Hidden Peak 
expedition, he is unable to find 
the words to explain his motiva
tion to his wife, Uschi, when she 
sighs: 

"I know, I know. Mountains 
are your life, your be-all and 
end-all. " 

Says Messner: 
"No, that's not true. Moun
tains are not my whole life, 
but they are a fascination. The 
chance to go to an eight
thousander is something I 
can't resist ... " 

But Uschi doesn't fall for that, 
and the book ends leaving Mess
ner's marriage in clouds of 
doubt. Yet, left to himself on the 
approach march to Hidden Peak, 
Messner is able to express him
self fully, and admits that egoism 
is his driving force: 

" I am now less and less in
clined to place an expedition, 
or myself, simply in the service 
of the common good. On the 
contrary, I have come to the 
conclusion that a well
balanced life, a life at peace 
with oneself, is the ultimate 
ideal. Today I go on expedi
tions simply for myself, be
cause I want to, and although 
few people can understand 
this, I feel these expeditions to 
be necessary, that is, neces
sary for me to survive as a hu
man being, to realize myself 
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and maintain an inner 
harmony." 

Messner must be very lonely. 
Perhaps that is why he has put 
so much of himself into this 
book. And indeed it is often pen
sive, often poetic and very re
vealing. He gives a lot of space 
to describing climbers he meets 
in the course of his adventures. 
The book starts with Aldo 
Anghileri, a member of the Lhotse 
expedition, debating whether or 
not to quit and go home, and, 
throughout the narrative, human 
drama is as important as climb
ing drama - hence Uschi's place 
in the story. 
Messner's human portraits are 
warm, yet always held in check 
by his own impeccable standards 
of performa nee and self
assurance. Consider this account 
of a chance meeting, as Messner 
and a handful of porters are 
running along a scree cliff above 
a raging torrent in the Baltoro, 
with stones incessantly whistling 
past their heads: 

"Just then I saw four men 
coming down towards us. I 
was astonished to recognize 
the celebrated Joe Brown, 
leader of the British Trango 
Tower expedition ... Joe 
Brown was obviously dead 
beat. He slumped down beside 
us on the scree. Small of build, 
and no longer young, he look
ed all played out with his 
greying hair and face slightly 
swollen. His eyes were heavy 
and glazed, the strain and effort 
of the march down from 
Trango were easily read in his 
features. I had always admired 
this man, the first to climb 
Mustagh Tower and Kanchen
junga, and I knew how tough 
he was, so it was easy to 
imagine what lay in store for 
us. Brown was amazed to 
learn what we were preparing 
to do, and just said fatalisti
cally: 'Well, have a look at it 
anyway.' His hard years now 
lay behind him.'' 

Similarly, Messner writes of 
Riccardo Cassin: 

"This revered classical alpinist 
- possessed at the same time 
of both unbelievable integrity 
and inflexible stubbornness -
was now a beaten man ... He 
could see that patriotism and 
honour alone were not enough 
for an objective like the Lhotse 
Face, which was very different 
from climbing a high moun
tain by an easy route. For this, 
discipline and a scientific 
approach were needed, coup
led with polished technique 
and a tenacity of will, given to 
very few men." 

Messner, however, can bounce 
up to the Baltoro Glacier and 
exclaim: 

"'What a marvellous thing it is 
to be young! This euphoric 
observation came to me as I 
clambered up and down the 
moraine ... " 

He obviously sees the future of 
Himalayan climbing as lying in 
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Figures in Messners life: Seigneur (left) - very dashing; Cassin (top) 
- a beaten man; Uschi - clouds of doubt. 

the hands of the young, stylish 
hardman. Here are his impres
sions of Yan nick Seigneur, a man 
seen by many young French 
climbers as a successor to 
Desmaison and France's answer 
to Messner; the pair met in the 
fashionable setting of the lobby 
of Flashman's Hotel in 
Rawalpindi: 

"With his long blonde hair, his 
new beard and his blonde eye
brows, he looked very dash
ing. His tanned skin set off his 
striking features to advantage. 
He is reckoned as one of the 
best climbers in the world, and 
his ascent of Gasherbrum 2 
was his second eight
thousander.'' 

Whether or not all the young 
climbers who fit into Messner's 
vision of the 'New Wave· or 
'Killer Elite' are as elegant as 
Messner, Habeler and Seigneur 
remains to be seen, but there is 
no doubt that this book is his
torically important in telling the 
story of a climb which has 
ushered in a new era of Hima
layan mountaineering by pulling 
off with slick enterprise what 
Buhl died trying to do on 
Chogolisa in 1957. With its 
studied contrast of the multi
man big-wall expedition to 
Lhotse with the Hidden Peak 
venture, and its coverage of what 
was happening all over the 
Himalayas in 1975 (it's not just 
an ego trip), The Challenge 
stands out as one of the most 
complete and satisfying books 
to have been written about H ima
layan expedition climbing in the 
·seventies, and as the most im
portant book on high-altitude 
mountaineering since Boning
ton·s Annapurna South Face. 
In addition, Noel Bowman and 
Audrey Salkeld have made a 
superb job of the translation, and 

the photographs are excellent 
and imaginatively laid out - with 
some wide-angle shots of the 
Karakoram which will take your 
breath away. It's well worth the 
five quid. 
Julian Atterton 

Men On Ice 

by Andrew Greig 
(Illustrated by James 
Hutcheson) 

Canongate Publishing Ltd: 
£1.50 

Men on Ice is a saga of three 
climbers, a collection of poems 
on various themes, as seen 
through the eyes of Axe Man 
(rough, aggressive, Glaswegian), 
Grimpeur (nervous, introverted) 
and the Poet (gentle and calm, 
story-teller). These three 
strangely amorphous characters 
are not quite full personalities; 
possibly they represent different 
facets of Dougal Haston, to 
whom the book is dedicated. On 
a Himalayan expedition, the 
climbers find themselves in an 
inescapable position and are 
preparing to die, when a myster
ious Zen climber appears and 
solves the problem Zen style: 
" ... cutting up Hemp Rope & 

stuffing it in pipe with 
hairy thumbs .. .'' 

" ... here have a smoke ... " 
The poems are permeated with 
the notion of actual heights and 
drug highs - both an escape 
from reality to attain a higher 
reality? 
Of the various themes affecting a 
climber's life, the most out
standing is Greig's treatment of 
man's sexual nature. 'The oldest 
game' is a brilliant extended 
metaphor of the sexual act as a 
football game, told in Axe Man's 
broad Glaswegian: 
" ... so she signed me up 

put it There she said 
soi did 

And in time made her first eleven 
an' made ma climb ta fame 
putting it in from a·ways 
in the heat of the moment nin 
faster .. :· 
It is reminiscent of E. E. Cum
ming's 'She being brand new·. 
Other themes include music, 
school, falling and poetry. Con
cerning the last, Greig produces 
a most memorable conceit: 
"So Poet, your thoughts are 
quicksilver fish? 
And the page the net to pull 
them in?"" 
The poems are loosely struc
tured with occasional random 
rhyme schemes, and Greig has 
made clever use of typography 
to convey specific moods and 
meanings: 
" ... long notes hang 

quiver 

t0Pp1e 

hang 
in the raging ecstatic .. :· 

The text is liberally sprinkled 
with word-play and double/ 
triple meanings, which perhaps 
give the book a slightly "in' 
quality, forcing the uninformed 
reader to work hard for full en
joyment. A glossary is included, 
but this is amusing rather than 
informative. Perhaps Greig, like 
T. S. Eliot, was asked to lengthen 
the book by his publisher? 
The book is beautifully illus
trated by James Hutcheson·s 
woodcut-flavoured drawings. A 
thoroughly recommendable 
book which should have a wide 
appeal and something extra for 
the mountaineer. 
Brian Wyvill 

Encyclopaedia of 
Mountaineering 

by Walt Unsworth 

Penguin Books: £1.50 

Walt Unsworth's prodigious 
work is now available in paper
back. Not a world-shattering 
everit, perhaps, but it does put 
the book within the pocket
money range of the hordes of 
climbers now on the dole. In
deed, it would do the youngsters 
good to brush up on their climb
ing heritage, and perhaps learn 
by heart the dates of birth of 
some of our heroes and anti
heroes. Did you know that 
Livesey, Michael Peter, was 
born in 1 943 ? Unfortunately the 
layout does not provide a space 
for filling in the date of his death
the day he chips another hold on 
a plum route in Derbyshire! 
Rouse, Alan Paul, gets a 'mensh', 
but Fawcett, Ronald Farrah, 
doesn't - maybe Walt is pre
paring a yearbook for him. Allen, 
Nat (b. 1928), is there, and so 
he should be, but Allen, John, 
isn't. Never heard of him, Walt? 
In other respects, the work is 
archaic. For example: "Hard 
Very Severe is now almost a 



grade unto itself" ! One expects 
to read next: · .. . nylon rope is 
growing in popularity .. .', etc. 
But it's all there : what ropes are, 
and boots and chalk ; what a 
crack is, and that a roof is some
thing climbed by artificial means 
(keep him off Quietus!). I parti 
cularly liked the multi-lingual 
technical terms, like " Jamming 
(Fr : coincement, It : incastro) " : 
'Hey, Luigi, watcha you don 't 
get yourself incastroated in datta 
crack!' 
Evidently, in the old days a "hard 
man" indicated someone who 
was a " good goer" in the Alps. 
I think we all dream of meeting a 
good goer in the Alps, or any
where else for that matter! 
Seriously, though, such a work 
puts itself in line for much more 
serious criticism, not least be
cause it poses as an exhaustive 
work of reference. Now that it is 
out in paperback, I dare say it 
will reach a wider audience and 
be taken as gospel by the ig
norant mass media and the 
educationalists. A lot of time and 
effort must have gone into the 
preparation of this tome, and 
one can only wish that Mr. 
Unsworth would put similar 
amount of diligent research into 
updating Climber and Rambler. 
So go out and buy yourself an 
Encyclopaedia of Mountaineer
mg today - it'll look good next to 
your dog-eared copy of Black
shaw on the bookshelf, below 
your framed Mountain Leader
ship Certificate. 
Bernard Newman 

Central Grampians 

by Chris Baxter 

Victorian Climbing Club 

This new and very welcome 
guide describes routes on the 
recently developed Mt. Rosea, 
Bundaleer, Tower Hill, Eastern 
Wall and Castle Rock, deep in 
the Victorian heartland. 
It is a concise and workmanlike 
production that has been well 
received by Australian climbers. 
Metre lengths and the normal 
open-ended Australian grading 
system are used, but Baxter has 
also added the M1 grade to any 
near free route that still retains 
the odd aided move. 
Australian guides tend to make 
use of very large and bold title 
type, which dominates the small 
and discreet textual type, pro
ducing a very bitty, currant-bun' 
effect, and Baxter's guide is no 
exception in this respect. Some 
good points include the use of 
location notes for the cliffs (not 
typical practice in Australia), a 
star system to indicate the 
worthwhile routes, and a very 
useful size and quite tough 
binding. 
It is good to see that, despite the 
short history of Australian rock 
climbing, events are being 
chronicled in such a methodical 
and interesting way. This guide 
displays great enthusiasm and 
the climbs look good. A 

OBITUARY 
Claudio Barbier 
Claudio Barbier died on May 27 ; 
his body was found near Yvoir 
in the Meuse Valley, at the foot 
of a face he had been garden ing 
prior to a new ascent. He was 
thirty -nine and had been a lead
ing international climber for 
more than twenty years. 
Barbier was born in Brussels, 
and early teenage visits to the 
Alps with his parents soon 
stimulated a fascination for 
mountaineering . Soon he was 
frequenting the Belgian climb
ing areas, repeating routes and 
putting up new ones, and he 
quickly became one of his coun
try's finest climbers. His first big 
route was the Comici on the 
Cima Grande, in 1956, but it was 
in August 1961 that he achieved 
his most celebrated feat, famed 
throughout the mountaineering 
world, when he soloed all the 
North Faces of the Lavaredo 
Group in a day. He started on the 
Cassin / Ratti Route on the Cima 
Ovest (three hours) and then did 
the Comici Route on the Cima 
Grande in a similar time. Not 
content with this, he added the 
Diilfer Route on the Punta di 

Frida, the Preuss Route on the 
Piccolissima and the Helversen/ 
lnnerkofler Route on the Piccola, 
completing the whole itinerary 
in fifteen hours, of which six and 
a half hours were taken up in 
descents. In the same year he 
made the first solo ascents of the 
Andrich / Fae and Carlesso/ 
Menti Routes, and made the 
second ascents of the Philipp/ 
Flamm and Gabriel / Livanos 
Routes - four of the major 
climbs of the Civetta Group. 
Although he climbed through
out Europe, it was the limestone 
cliffs of the Dolomites and in 
Belgium that remained his main 
preoccupation. Other major solo 
ascents followed , including the 
Comici / Benedetti Route on 
Monte Civetta and the Ratti/ 
Panzeri Route on Torre Venezia. 
He also made an early solo as
cent of the North Face of Piz 
Badile. 
Thus Barbier can be regarded as 
one of the greatest soloists of 
Alpine history, equal in stature 
to the other great practitioners 
of the art - Maestri, Buhl, 
Comici, Messner and Cozzolino. 
It was Barbier's love for the 

Dolomites and the Italian climb 
ers who had made him feel so 
much at home, that occasioned 
him to change his christian name 
from Claude (the silent ·e· con 
fused his Italian friends) to 
Claudio. He was a fluent linguist. 
Besides his native Flemish and 
French, he spoke Italian, English, 
German and Dutch, and had a 
knowledge of Latin and Greek. 
He was solitary and shied away 
from publicity. He saw himself as 
having much in common with 
the turbulent pop-singer, Johnny 
Haliday, identifying with Hali 
day's tenderness, foolishness 
and despair. Friends have said 
that Barbier would sometimes 
cry out as he soloed a route : "I 
am quite alone . . . abandoned . . :· 
He left no diaries or notes, and a 
complete documentation of his 
innumerable routes would be 
difficult, if not impossible. 
The accident that claimed his 
life was inexplicable. His body 
was found by his friend, Anne 
Lauwnert. His gear was in order, 
his electron ladder remained in 
place on the face, and it had 
been a fine day. It seems possible 
that he tied off to a root while 
gardening, and that this gave 
way. The limestone cliffs have 
long been popular with Belgian 
climbers (it was here that King 
Albert was killed in 1934) ; 
Barbier had been developing 
those around Freyr for many 
years, and in 1965 he wrote an 
article on the subject in 
Alpinismus. 
Compiled from notes received 
from Anne Lauwnert 

Heini Holzer 
Shortly after starting a ski des
cent of the Piz Roseg North
East Face on July 4, Heini Holzer 
(32) fell and was killed. 
Holzer came from Schenna, near 
Merana, and was one of that 
prolific group of South Tyrolean 
climbers that included the 
Messner brothers, the Rusconis 
and the Steinki:itters. Before 
1970, most of his climbing had 
centred around the Dolomites 
and the Kaisergebirge, where he 
had repeated many of the hardest 
routes and made a number of 
notable solo ascents, including 
the Eisenstecken Route on the 
Roda di Vael and the Schmuck 
Kamin on the Fleischbank. He 
was also involved in new routes, 
which included the Friends' 
Route on the Civetta, with Rein
hold Messner, Renato Reali and 
Sepp Mayer!, the Gunther Mess
ner Memorial Route on Pte. 
Civetta, with Leo Breitenberger, 
a route on Coronelle North
West Face (Cattinaccio), again 
with Messner, and another on 
the North -West Face of Cima 
della Terranova (Civetta), with 
Alessandro Gogna, Doregatti and 
Leviti. But in that year he turned 
his attention to the fast develop
ing sport of extreme skiing, in 
spired by the daring descents of 
Sylvain Saudan, Kurt Lapuch 
and others. Holzer was an 
idealist and was becoming very 

disillusioned with the way 
climbing was developing. He 
deplored the use of bolts and 
likened their use to that of 
machine guns for hunting. He 
felt that climbers were too often 
motivated by publicity and 
climbed for the benefit of the 
outside world, instead of cutting 
themselves off from it as prev
iously. Alpinism is like an apple, 
he said, it grows from a flower 
and ripens ; the fruits are picked 
when they are ready. But today, 

alpinism represents the apples 
that have not been picked, but 
have fallen from the tree and 
rotted. Alpinism is now rotten, he 
said. Overpegging has set it 
back more than fifty years, and 
many of today's climbers are no 
more than stone -masons. Hol 
zer's ski descents were definitely 
not 'stunts·, but a way of seeking 
a purer expression of alpinism. 
They included the direct North 
Face of the Marmolata, Brenta 
North Face, Cristallo North Face, 
Presanella North Face, Brenva 
Face, Ortler Direct South Face, 
Gran Paradiso North-West Face 
and Aletschhorn North Face. 
Holzer was small and slight (at a 
mere 5' 1 " , surely the smallest 
'big' man in climbing, he was 
known affectionately to his 
friends as 'Tiny Heini' or the 
'Dolomite Dwarf) ; he trained 
intensively, believing prepara
tion to be the best safety device 
and has been described as the 
most proficient steep face skier 
of all time, an ironic appellation 
in view of the accident which 
killed him. 

S~amus Billane 
Calvin Torrans writes: Leading 
Irish mountaineer, Seamus 
Billane, died following an ab 
seiling accident at Fair Head, 
Co. Antrim, one of the crags he 
helped to develop. He was 30 
years of age. 
Se had many alpine seasons dur
ing which he climbed a number 
of the classic hard routes in the 
Chamonix area and made a first 
ascent on Mont Blanc de Tacul 
in the winter of 1973. 
He was chosen for all the Irish 
expeditions during the last ten 
years. In 1968 he made the first 
ascents of two Andean peaks 
and, in 1972, took part in a 
Greenland expedition during 
which he established new routes 
on the North Ridge of Cathedral 
(ED) and the Hermelnbjerg 
(TD). He was also active on small 
Himalayan expeditions in 1973 
and 1976. He was due to return 
there in June. A 
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LETTERS 
B.M.C. Training Policy 
Dominated by a Small 'Dog
matic Group', says Sir Jack 
Longlandt 

from the Chairman of the Moun
tain Training Board* 

(Before publishing our news 
item in Mountain 56 (p. 15), we 
invited the Chairman of the 
M.T.B. to comment, but he pre
ferred to send the following letter 
in reply to the criticisms levelled 
against him. Ed.) 

Dear Editor, 
I am reminded of the Rev. Row
land Hill's remark that he "did 
not see any reason why the 
Devil should have all the good 
tunes", and this is why, as, at 
least for the moment, Chairman 
of the Mountain Training Board*, 
I am replying to your editorial 
comment. Climber and Rambler 
is effectively the house organ of 
the B.M.C. and Mountain is 
edited by a member of the 
Management Committee of the 
B.M.C., and they have between 
them almost a monopoly of 
B.M.C. officially-inspired com
ment and criticism. 
The Mountain 56 'Leader· (or 
may that dirty word not be used 
any longer?) passes rapidly over 
the fact that, taking voting mem
bers and observers together, 
three-quarters of the members 
of the Mountain Training Board 
repudiated the motion of no 
confidence in me as their Chair
man. It was clear at that meeting 
on July 14 that the three non
voting observers, representing 
the Department of Education 
and Science, the North-East 

tSir Jack Longland was sometime 
President of the B.M.C. and is now 
an Honorary Member. 

*The title of the Board is presently 
under consideration, the B.M.C. 
favouring Mountain Training Board, 
and others on the Board favouring 
Mountain Leader Training Board. -.... 
F;; tough condi~iiit 
need a Caribou Sweater 
in natural Swaledale wool, 
suede elbow/shoulder pads, 
crew neck, washable 
and very hardiNearing. 
Price £13.50 
U.K. p.p. 70p. 
Matching hand made 

• waledaJe gloves and 
,..ats each _!2.50 extra~ 

. $WALE BALE WO.OCi,ENS.-
Rl!taiMlrclers UL.Secretary,,- !" 

"Z,.will~)l'y, ]Dnftlana. "" 
lftrnltafiJIJerl.and, 'NEZO t'RJ:>' 
·,. ,:--, ~ ~'fl' -,,,,~ ... .,, .. , .... ~ ~ 
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Panel, and the Sports Council 
for Wales, would, if they had 
votes, have voted against the 
B.M.C. motion. In fact, the 
B.M.C. representatives alone 
voted in favour. 
In other words the issue is not 
the over-dramatised and over
personalised one of 'The B.M.C. 
versus Jack Longland'. The 
battle is between the present 
management of the B.M.C. and 
almost the whole of those who 
are actively engaged in the busi
ness of mountain training. The 
Association of Wardens, as I am 
confident they will confirm, is 
almost unanimously opposed to 
current B.M.C. attitudes and 
policies. The representative of 
the Department of Education and 
Science, speaking for all those 
H.M.l.'s who are concerned 
with outdoor pursuits, affirmed 
their confidence in the Board, 
its methods and the results it 
had achieved. 
In spite of previous remarks by 
B.M.C staff, the representative 
of the Mountain Rescue Com
mittee voted with the majority of 
the Board. So did the represen
tative of the National Council of 
Voluntary Youth Organisations, 
who reminded the B.M.C. that, 
whatever they represented, he 
represented 5½ million young
sters, many of whom his consti
tuent organizations take into the 
mountains, and he told us that 
he was much alarmed, on their 
behalf, by current B.M.C. pro
nouncements. And John 
Jackson, for the Sports Council 
for Wales, who has more pro
longed, responsible and practi
cal experience of mountain 
training than any of the members 
of the Management Committee 
of the B.M.C., was clearly with 
the Board's majority as well. 
The charge against me - not in
cluding such minor peccadilloes 

as rape, arson and murder, which 
are near the bottom end of the 
charge-sheet - is that as Chair
man I have consistently mis
directed the Mountain Training 
Board. My answer is short: that 
is a lie, and a deliberately manu
factured lie at that. The members 
of the Board have had all the 
relevant papers, and are entirely 
competent to decide whether I 
have misdirected them or not. 
I have tried consistently and 
faithfully to ascertain and to 
promote the views of the majority 
of the Mountain Training Board. 
These views were backed in turn 
by a series of conferences and 
meetings, which included many 
of those whom the present 
Management of the B.M.C. 
equally consistently forgets -
the people who actually run 
mountain training, Wardens and 
Principals of centres, profession
al or voluntary instructors, out
door experts among voluntary 
youth organisations and colleges 
and universities, dedicated tea
chers who give up their unpaid 
spare time to the business of in
troducing the young to the 
wonders of the mountains, and 
the boys and girls themselves for 
whom our training schemes over 
the last dozen years or so have 
opened up visions of adventure 
and beauty which will transform 
many of their lives, and which 
have enabled them to do so in 
much greater safety than would 
have been possible, but for the 
Mountain Training Scheme. It is 
worth noting that two of the five 
climbers who reached the top of 
Everest during Chris Bonington's 
South-West Face expedition re
ceived their first introduction to 
the mountains through the then 
available training schemes, even 
if these predated the operations 
of the M.T.B. As indeed did the 
current Editor of Mountain. 
The world of mountain training 
is the main constituency which 
the Board tries faithfully to repre
sent, and this has to be weighed 
against the dogmatic opinions 
of the small group (democrati
cally elected or not) who current
ly dominate the thinking, the 
policy and the utterances of the 
B.M.C. I do not think that the 
beliefs of those who are actually 
and actively concerned in the 
work of the M.T.B., and who 
have so far not had all the good 
tunes, are likely to be weakened 
in their difficult task of continu
ing and developing the impor
tant business of mountain train
ing, by the angry shouts of the 
most vocal bully-boys of the 
B.M.C. 
I believe whole-heartedly in the 
role of the B.M.C. in fostering 
the interests of the climbing 
clubs, and of many individual 
climbers, and I had some small 
part to play in advancing the 
B.M.C. towards its present re
sponsibilities, which in general I 
think it shoulders well and res
ponsibly. But it is not sufficiently 
realised that the Mountain 

Training Board has an almost 
equally important and comple
mentary part to play, and for 
that it needs elbow room and 
independence: it is equally 
clear, to the large majority of the 
members of the Board, that it 
would not be able to ensure 
those if, in the words of the 
General Secretary of the B.M.C., 
it were 'subservient' to the pre
sent Management Committee of 
the B.M.C. 
It is the arrogance and the claim 
for total control of what goes on 
in the mountains, by the B.M.C., 
which worries the Mountain 
Training Board. The Manage
ment Committee of the B.M.C. 
has, for instance (as became per
fectly clear at the Board's meet
ing of July 14), disregarded the 
recent advice sent to the Presi
dent of the B.M.C. by its Patron, 
Lord Hunt, that they should ac
cept the compromise which has 
been offered to them by the 
M.T.B. and that they should be
gin to learn to behave in an 
adult and statesmanlike fashion. 
The Board, battered about the 
ears as it has been these last 
three years, is nevertheless in 
good heart. It has an important 
job to do: it has done it reason
ably well in the past, and will try 
to do even better in the future. 
It may be forced by the intransi
gence of the Management of 
the B.M.C. to go it alone: I hope 
not. But certainly over the last 
two or three years the fact that 
the Board has had to associate 
with the B.M.C. has done 
mountain training nothing but 
harm. 
Finally I could wish that the pre
sent Management of the B.M.C. 
did not preach and exhibit such 
an over-simplified morality. Their 
view is demonstrably that when 
the M.T.B. agrees with them it is 
good, and when it disagrees it is 
wicked. This seems to me a 
somewhat naive view, whether 
of morals or of democracy. 
Yours sincerely, 
Sir Jack Longland (Bakewell) 

Polluting Climbers 

from Sfur Nesheim 

Dear Sir, 
The few days we spent last 
summer in the Lyngen Alps 
(south of Jiekkevarri) were large
ly taken up with clearing our 
camp-site of litter. In one day we 
burned and buried three 50kg. 
bags of litter, most of it English ! 
The camp-site in question, the 
last before the Stone Desert and 
the glacier, can only accommo
date ten tents, so there are few 
words adequate to describe these 
litter-louts. 
Do those people who visit fore
ign climbing areas ever think 
either of nature or of local climb
ers who visit such areas year 
after year? But there are other 
methods - perhaps a small 
stonefall would help. 
Yours sincerely, 
Sfur Nesheim (Tromso, Norway) 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping. Mountaineering and Ski-ing 
Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S). 
N.S.W : Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C) . 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
21 Bishop Street, 
Kelvin Grove. 
Tel. 356.8393 or 356.8194 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. (C) (M) (S). 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
216 Hereford Street. 
Tel. 67.148 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Road, N.W., 41 . 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 225. 
Tel. 604.687.7885 
Ontario: Toronto 
Margesson's Sports Ltd., 
17 Adelaide Street, E. 
Tel.416.366.2741 . (C) (M) (S). 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
Tsat Tsz Mui Post Office Box 73. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 0224.26952 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street. (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S) . 
Tel. Aviemore 629 
Aviemore 
Nevisport, 
43 Grampian Road. (M). 
Tel. 047.981.208 
Belfast: Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. (S) . 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd. (S). 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180 
Birmingham 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, (C). 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road. Tel. 021.454.8771 
Blackburn 
Mountain Craft Limited, 
1 8 Darwen Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, Manchester Rd . 5 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road. (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874 

Bristol 
Ell is Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road . 
Tel. 0272.311157 
Bristol 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
41 a Colston Street. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0272.23166 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C). 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate. 
Tel. 0246.68203 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry), 
60 Crescent Avenue, 
Stoke. 
Tel. 0203.441241 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd ., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre. (C) (M). 
Tel. 0302.21297 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 
Dundee 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
93-117 Princes Street. ( C). 
Tel. 0382.43766 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
46 Dairy Road. 
Tel. 031.337.2332 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 /182 Sidwell Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0392.76421 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041 .221 .4531 / 2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevi sport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M). 
Tel. 041 .332.4814 
Glasgow 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221 .4007 
Grantown -on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021 .550.9748 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 
Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
28 John William Street. (C) (M). 
Tel. 0484.23165 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061.368.1558 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
H. W. Poole, 
34/ 36 Eastgate. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.33045 

Leeds 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
21 / 22 Grand Arcade. (C) . 
Tel. 0532.458634 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road. (S). 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051.709.6912 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43a Harrington Street, 2. 
Tel. 051.236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 

London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1 . 
Tel. 01.723.5252 

London 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
29 John Adam Street, W.C.2. (S). 
Tel. 01.839.1722 
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London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01 .405.7541 /2 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.4426 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 . (C) (M) (S). 
Manchester, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. (C). 
Tel. 061.748.6408 
Manchester: Piccadilly 
The Hut, 
1-3 Gateway House, 
Station Approach . 
Tel. 061 .236.0931 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Services Ltd., 
36/ 38 Fountain Street, 2. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119 
Manchester 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
L. D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 
Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
1 5 Westlegate. 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061 .620.3900 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Middlegate. 
Tel. 0768.4505 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 
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Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. Tel. 0705.29410 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd . 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 
Rochdale 
Jeff Connor Outdoor Centre, 
120/1 22 Drake Street. 
Tel. 0706.342062. (C) ( M ). 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 021 .556.0802 
Wells, Somerset 
Rocks port, 
Bus Station, Wells. 
Tel. 0749.73054 
West Bromwich 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
466 High Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 021.553.1670 
Windermere : Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
2 Victoria Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876 
Wolverhampton 
Wulfrun Camp and Sports, 
4/ 5 King Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0902.27012 
York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567 

EIRE 
Dublin 
The Mountain Hut Ltd ., 
28 Stephen Street Lower, 2. 
Tel. 0001 .781 .358. (C) (M) 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 177 

Oslo 
Sport Co. A/ S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

SWEDEN 
Falun 
Heimers Mounta ineering 
Equipment, 
Verkstadsvagen 15. 
Tel. 023.34060 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 
Dolfisport, 
Snemandsvej la, 
2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 02.94.87.94 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 . (C) (M) (S). 
Alaska: Talkeetna 
Alaska Mountain Company, 
Talkeetna, 99676. 
Tel. 907.733.2306. (C) (M) . 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371. (C) (S) . 
California: Berkeley 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
2160 University Avenue, 94704. 
Tel. 415.848.7866. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 
California: El Cajon 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
656 Front Street, 92020. 
Tel. 714.444.A16-2 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S) . 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S). 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011. 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917. (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 
443 12th Street, 92101 . 
Tel. 714.232.2167. (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel.805.541.1533. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Sante Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083. (C) (M) (S). 

California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd ., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.8616 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado : Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
1750 30th Street, 80301. 
Tel. 303.442.3551. (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.4791 . (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mounta ineering Ltd ., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.3373. (M) . 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106), 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S) . 
Georgia : Atlanta 
Appalachian Mountaineering, 
1544 Piedmont Avenue, 30324. 
Tel. 404.874.4323 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall, 83704. 
Tel. 208.376.3731. (S) (C) . 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832. (C) (M) (S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports/ 
Bargain Basement, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C) (M) (S). 
Minnesota : Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Avenue South, 55454. 
Tel. 612.339.3433. (C) (M) (S). 
Montana: Hamilton 
Expeditions International/ 
Bitterroot Backcountry Store, 
215 Main St. (Box 1040), 59840. 
Tel. 406.363.3440. (C) (S). 
N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 
N.H. : North Woodstock 
Skimeister Ski Shop, 
Main Street, 03262. 
Tel. 603.745.271,,7. (M) (S). 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868. (C) (M) (S) . 

► 



MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS We have quantities of 
numbers 33, 43, 44, 45, 46, 48, 50, 53, 54 and 55 available at 
65p (sterling) or $1.60 each. MOUNTAIN INDEXES Nos. 
25-40 and 41-52. Available at 50p or $1.00 each, £1 or $2.00 
for the pair. Send cheque, cash or money order to: 
Mountain Magazine Ltd., 56 Sylvester Rd., London N2 

TREKKING AND CLIMBING IN 
NEPAL AND SIKKIM 

In association with Sherpa Cooperative - Kathmandu, we 
offer a unique and unparalleled service for visiting the remote 
areas of the Himalayas. General Tours, 35 Piccadilly, London 
W1V 9PB. Telephone : 01 -734 7282 

SECONDHAND AND ANTIQUARIAN MOUNTAINEERING 
BOOKS FOR SALE. CATALOGUES FROM A. J. ASTILL, 
29 FOX LANE, WINCHESTER S022 4DY. 

PENMAENMAWR - SEA AND MOUNTAIN 
Bed, Breakfast, Evening Meal. Lounge, TV Central Heating. Also two-berth 
Caravan to let. - electric, flush toilet. Open all year. 
phone for details: Don and Audrey Whillans, Bod Hyfryd, Craiglwyd 
Road, Penmaenmawr, North Wales. Tel. Penmaenmawr 3648 

DON'T THROW THEM AWAY! 
Your back issues of Mountain are wanted. Will pay premium price. 

Also will swap my extras if you have what I want. 
Bruce Beck P.O. Box 278, Clearwater, B.C. Canada VOE 1 NO 

ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY/YOUNG EXPLORERS TRUST SEMINAR 
at the R.G .S., 1 Kensington Gore, London SW7 ZAR 

PLANNING A SMALL EXPEDITION 
A one-day seminar chaired by Lord Hunt. Speakers include a wide range of 
experts on every aspect of expedition planning. There will be talks and panel 
discussions. The emphasis is on organizing a small. scientific expedition. 

Thurs. November 17, 10.15 a.m. Tickets £5 (without buffet lunch £3) 
For details and registration form apply, with large s.a.e .. to the Secretary, 
R.G .S .. 1 Kensington Gore. London SW7 2AR. Closing date for receipt of 
completed registration forms October 31. 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel.914.255.1311. (S). 

New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C) (M) (5). 
Oregon: Corvallis 
Recreational Sports Warehouse, 
311 S.W. Madison, 97330. 
Tel. 503.752.5612. (C) (M) (S). 

Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
880W. Lancaster Avenue, 19010. 
Tel. 215.527.3616 

Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701. 
Tel. 717.326.6537. (C) (M) (S). 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 

Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101. (C) (M) (S). 

Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
501 E. Pine Street, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.0501. (C) (S). 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Wenatchee 
Asplund 's Ski Touring, 
1544 N. Wenatchee Ave., 98801. 
Tel. 509.662.6539. (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 

Wisconsin: Madison 
H. H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S). 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square. 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C) (M) (S). 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S) (C). 

You'll go far 

___,.,,.. 

-with Field & Trek 
"71,e moun-lo1n 6 bt1d:packer speaqltsk 
We stock Climbing Gear, Boots, Sleeping Bags, Duvets, 
Waterproof Clothing. Specialise in Backpacking Gear. Plus 
over 40 Tents suitable for Mountain use. 

The famous brands we stock include: 
Mascot, Moac, Mountain , M.S.R. , 
North Cape, North Wall , Oldham, 
Optimus, Peck, P. & 0 ., Point 
Five, Ranch House, Raven , 

Ace, Atkinsons , Beaufort, 
Belstaff, Berghaus, Blacks, 
Boylan , Bukta, Bulldog, Camp 
Trails, Chouinard, Clog, 
Dachstein , Daimor, Edelrid , 
Edelweiss, Galibier, G. & H., 
Grenfell , Hawkins, Helly Hansen, 
Henri Lloyd, Hiatt, Howarth , 
lnteralp , Janus, Javlin, Joanny, 
Jumar, Karrimor, Mammut, 

J. B. Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa 
Seal Fur, Sigg, Silva, Snowdon, 
Solar, Sprayway, Springlow, 
Sticht, Stubai, Sunto, Tenson, 
Tilley, Trangia, Troll , Ultimate, 
Vango, Viking , Wild Water, Wilkie. 

SPECIAL CONTRACT DEPARTMENT FOR CLUB AND EDUCATIONAL OROERS 
HIGHLY EXPERIENCED IN EQUIPPING OVERSEAS EXPEDITIONS 

And your money will 
go even further, too! 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
Retail Our 

GALIBI ER Price 
Super R.D.'s Mountain Boots. £54.90 
JAVLIN 
Super S Double thickness fibre pile £27.50 
jackets. Two chest and two skirt 
pockets. S. M. & L. (only 3 of each 
remaining) 
DACHSTEIN 
Super Mitts. S. M. & L. ;25 prs.) £6.40 
please send outline of hand when 
ordering 
EDELRID 
Classic Kernmantel - 45 x 11 £50.00 

45 X 9 £35.90 

Price Postage 
£44.90 50p 

£22.00 50p 

£5.20 post free 

£40.00 post free 
£2B. 75 post free 

Come along and see our extensive range, or take advantage of our 
speedy-delivery mail order service(most items immediate despatch 
with 7-day approval service) . Send for our EXTRAORDINARY 
COMPETITIVE FREE PRICE LISToffering substantial 
savings. Barclaycard/Access accepted . 
Make use of our Free Advice Service by telephoning or visiting our 
shop at 23/25 Kings Road , Brentwood, Essex . 
Tel : (0277) 221259/219418 Telex: 995566 Only 5 minutes from 
Brentwood Station , 30 minutes from London (Liverpool St. Station) . 
Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Saturday, Thursday 1 p.m. 

f lELD & TREK (Equ~dent 
l.:l 

To : field & Trek (equipment) Ltd ., 23/25, Kings Road, Brentwood, E11ex. CM14 4ER Mg I 
Please send me a copy of your FREE MAIL ORDER PRICE LIST 0 I Please send me your new Backpacking Gear Guide, for which I enclose 25p. 0 I 
.,_.,_, ............... ·-· ...... ,., ..... ,. • ., ••• ~ 0 1-·· 1 

I NAME ~• I I ADDRESS ~~ I 
L---------------J 
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Ellis 
Brigham 

AFRESH AIR 
EXPERIENCE 

in and amongst 
the smoke and 
grime 

true rock and mountain specialists 
City Centre Shops at: 
Manchester 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, Manchester, M4 3FU 
Tel. 061-834 0161 

Liverpool 
73 Bold Street, Liverpool 1 
Tel. 051-709 6912 

Fresh Air Shops at: 
Snowdonia 
Capel Curig 
Tel. Capel Cu rig 232 
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Bri stol 
162 Whiteladies Road, Bristol, 
Tel.311157 

Po stal Dept 
Wellington Place, Liverpool Rd, Manchester 
Telephone 061-833 0746 

Cornwall 
Market Jew Street, Penzance, 
Tel. 5828 

Marmot with Gore Tex 
was used exclusively on 
the expedition up the 

South Face of Mt. Makalu 

Marmot with Gore Tex 
was used exclusively on 
the first ascent of the 

North Face of Mt. Deborah 

CATALOG 
OF MARMOT'S 

QUALITY 
DOWN 

GARMENTS 
Marmot's down garments and gear 
earned a world-wide reputation for 
design excellence. It's our attention 
to detail. Only Marmot hot-cu ts all 
edges to prevent ravelling. Only 
Marmot offers down garments of 
Gore-Tex, the waterproof fabric 
laminate that breathes. Send for 
our free catalog of durable, long
lasting equipment. Or call toll free : 

800-525-4224 

Find out why people are saying our 
down gear is the best in the world . 

B0CK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
Handmade of neoprene nylon, the best iron buckles 
and copper belt rivets, hand set with our own special 
tool. Neoprene nylon does not ice up. Heat sea led 
edges provide further protection against ice build up . 
Will not stretch. No-time-limit guarantee. 
Makers of the famous Chouinard Crampon Straps. Write for free catalog. 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS - BOX 1038 
CRESCENT CITY, CALIFORNIA 95531 

A New Book from 
Reinhold Messner 

THE CHALLENGE 
The author's beliefin the 'Direct Approach' 
to climbing - one or two men tackling a 
peak direct without all the organisation of a 
team effort, has captured the imagination 
of climbers all over the world. Here he 
describes his attempts on the Lhotse which 
ended in failure and tragedy and the Hidden 
Peak which was a great success. £4.15 
KAYE & WARD, 21 New Street, London ECZ 



BORROWDALE ROAD, KESWICK 

Our latest special overtrousers with zipped legs which 
make them easy to get on over boots. Full gusseted leg. 

Self adjustable braces allowing ventilation and free 
movement at the waist. 100 % silver lined. Nylon. 

Price £8.45 postage 50p Small, Medium and Large. 
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WORLD MOUNTAINEERING MAGAZINES 

THE IWA TO YUKI 
This is the essential reference magazine for 
climbers interested in the Himalayas. Every 
issue is packed with usefu I lists, panoramas, 
topos. maps and illustrated articles dealing with 
the range. The magazine also has regular 
features on Alaskan, American. Andean and 
Alpine climbing and covers in detail all 
important Japanese expeditions. Although 
printed in Japanese a comprehensive English 
summary and English photo and map captioning 
is sufficient to give the magazine great value. 

A bi-monthly for the committed mountaineer 
The lwa To Yuki, Varna To Keikoku Sha Co. Ltd., 
1-1-33 Shiba Daimon, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105, Japan 
Yearly sub for six issues: $21.00 or 6000 Yen 

!lpinisIDus 
This popular German magazine manages to 
combine a broad coverage with superb visual 
presentation. It has regular features on the full 
spectrum of mountain activities: Rock climbing, 
alpinism, expedition climbing, backpacki ng, 
canoeing, skiing, ski touring and a variety of 
alpine social and cultural topics. The magazine 
focusses mainly on the activities of German, 
Austrian and Italian climbers. There are also 
comprehensive news. personality, equipment. 
book reviews and photographic sections. 

A monthly for the mountain enthusiast with broad interests. 
Alpinismus, Hearing Verlag, Ortlerstrasse 8, 
8 Munchen 70, West Germany. Single copies 5 D.Marks 

.r--· ~~ 
""':· • -# .. , . " 

t rivista de/la The best quarterly mon agna f~P:~=li~af:~~~ge 

Nr. 27 contents: ■ A trip to Ladakh: 
culture, arts and trekking ■ Rock clim
bing and trekking near Finale, on the 
italian riviera ■ 5 days trekking in the 
Grigne ■ Ski - tour between Engadina 
and Grigioni, Switzerland ■ New e
quipments and alpinism evolution ■ 
How to prepare your skis ■ Pian della 
Mussa ski-de-fond ring ■ Equipment 
techniques (our tests) ■ Facts and 
news ■ We've read ■ 

For climbers, backpackers and ski-tourists. Ask: C.D.A. Rivista 
della Montagna, C. Moncalieri 23/ d - 10131 Torino • Italy. 
£ 1.50 a copy - Subscription: 1 year (four issues) £ 5. 

Mla ontagne 
&.Alpirisme 

The definitive French mountaineering magazine. 
Published by the Club Alpin Francais, it is the 
main source of information for climbing in the 
French Alps and rock-climbing in the Pre-Alps. 
It has an excellent worldwide news section. 
superb book reviews and thoughtful feature 
articles which often deal with philosophical 
aspects of the sport. It also deals compre
hensively with the many interesting French 
hill-walking itineraries. Recently revamped and 
now published with colour covers. The first 
issue of the new format has a fascinating article 
on extreme skiing. 

A quarterly magazine for the mountaineer and backpacker 
skier and caver. La Montagne et Alpinisme, 9 Rue la Boetie, 
75008 Paris, France 

. ... , l -,:·· . . . ' . . -~
..,~. l 
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99 Great Western Road, . ----
Novv in Liverpool 

if you find selecting the right gear 
a problem, consult: 

Don Morrison 
LIVERPOOL 

43a Harrington Street, 2. 
( off North John Street) 
Tel. 051 .236.0525 

shops at: 
and SHEFFIELD 

343 London Road, S2 4NG 
Tel. 0742.56018 



Haston Vallot 
A simplified version of the Haston Alpiniste 

or a modified Vallot. It has a full bivi sheet and 
hip belt tunnel. The dominant features are: 
1. "Aergo" chevron back for comfort and 
ventilation. 
2. Extension for bivouacing and load carrying. 
3. Hip belt for load carrying which can be 
wrapped out of the way whilst climbing by 
fitting through the hip belt tunnel. 
4. Double ice axe fittings. 
5. Ergonomic shaping, sizes 50,55 and 60. 

For further details write to: 

Mrs M.Long.Karrimor International Limited 
Avenue Parade,Accrington.Lancashire 
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RISlnG ROPE PRICES 
BROUGHT Down TO EARTH! 

45mxllmm 
now AT THE AfflAZlnGlY lOW PRICE OP 

£19.95 
@ UIAA APPROVED 

lnteralp is a top quality UIAA approved rope marketed in 
Great Britain by Alpine Sports. NORMAL PRICE OUR PRICE 
45m {150ft) x 11mm ~ £29 95 
45m { 150ft) x 11 mm everdry £46:85 £39.00 
90m {300ft) x 9mm ~ £49.95 
90m {300ft) x 9mm everdry .oa-:ff5 £59.00 

MAIL ORDERS TO LONDON SHOP ADD 75p P+P 
ACCESS AND BARCLAYCARD WELCOME 

Ouantity Discounts are available, for details contact Richard Turnbull 
Contracts Department 01 405 7542 

@)□□~@ 10/12 Holborn 138 Western Road O 17 London EC1 Brighton 
Tel. 01 405 7541 Sussex 

JpottJ Tel. 0273 26874 

TECHNICAL DATAS UIAA TESTING REPORT 
Type of Rope Single rope Half Rope 

Diameters in mm. . 11 9 
Weight per mis in gr. . 72 52 
Falls held 3 5 
Impact force in Kp 820 960 
Initial elongation (under 80 kg) 3,9'1& 4,8'1& 
Static breaking strength in Kg. 2340 1760 
Elongation at breaking point l'l&I 60 60 
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with simond 
axes hammers 
and crampons 

available from 
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CLIMBERS' SHOP 
AMBLESIDE 
CUMBRIA LA22 9DS 
TEL: 09663 2297 

MOUNTAIN SHOP 
SNOWHILL, QUEENSWAY 

BIRMINGHAM B4 6ER 
TEL: 021 236 6816 

CENTRESPORT 
MERRION CENTRE 

LEEDS LS2 8LX 
TEL : 0532 31 024 

I I 

THE GEAR A HELLUVA LOT OF 

There's 
nothing 
quite 
like ... 

CLIMBERS WEAR 

JB Shirt 
Famous shirts of warm Welsh 

Flannel ... very generously 
cut. Avai lable in bold checks. 

Red/Black; Blue/Black; 
Red/Blue/Green 

Joe Brown 
Stretch Breeches 
Made in high quality elasticated 
mater ial. Navy On ly. Double 
seat: 

EB Rock Boot 
All sizes always in stock. 
Be sure to quote either French 
or American foot size. 

Pro m p t Ma,/ Order Service 

Menai Hall, LLANBERIS. 
Gwynedd. Tel.Llanberis 327 
Also at CAPEL CURIG Tel.205 

the CYCLOPS SPIDER 
A superb, truly anatomic 
climbing sac, only from : 

Materials : 7 oz. Nylon 
Red/ Roya l: Royal/Red; Green/ Red 
Sizes : 2 & 3 
Capacity : 79 litres (wi th pockets) 
Weight : 4 lb. 2 ozs. ( 1.9 kg.) 
Dimensions : Heigh t : 28'" 1720 mm) 

Width : 19" (520 mm) 

B6RGHJIUS 
34 DEAN STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 

ENGLAND. TELEPHONE : 0632 23561 



· waterproof, breathable, 
versatile 
GORE-TEX laminate is a remarkable material 
with amazing characteristics. 

It's microporous structure permits 
perspiration vapor to escape from within, but 
does not allow liquid water to penetrate from 
the outside. As a result, garments, sleeping 
bags and covers, tents and gaiters made with 
GORE-TEX laminates offer greater versatility in 
protecting you against varied weather 
conditions while keeping you dry and 
comfortable. For instance, one shell garment 
can eliminate the cost and weight of extra 

pieces of equipment. Tested in the laboratory 
and in the field, GORE-TEX laminates 
have proven comfortable and ~ 
breathable under the most 
rugged conditions. so if you 
are looking for performance 
and lightweight comfort in 
outdoor gear, look for this tag. 

Qore•Tex 
lamiNte 

For more information write: 
W. L. Gore & Associates (U.K.) Ltd. 
Pitreavie Industrial Estate, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 5PU. 
Tel. Dunfermline 0383-25901 Telex No. 72679 

Q Printed by Sawtells of Sherborne Limited Dorset and published by Mountain Magazines Ltd. c/o 56 Sylvester Road, London N.2. 



Can Foul ea her G t 

Paer 
makes great looking climbers! 

FROM CLIMBING AND 
SPORTS SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 

PETER STORM ALSO MANUFACTURES: 
'No Sweat' Foul Weather Gear 
PVC on Nylon Foul W eather Gea r 
Oiled Wool Sweaters 

r II wa rproof? 

Lightweight foul weather gear is superb to wear, but 
only if it is 100% waterproof and tough. That depends 
on "high count" nylon, carefully proofed with 

min imum of six layers of a specially form 
polyurethane coating to fabric and seams 

Peter Storm uses his own uniquely 
polyurethane which assures you du 
waterproof featherweight clothing, un 
anywhere. It's a Peter Storm exclu 
That's why Peter St<ln, can 
written guarantee lh,t ev 

performs as YJ/11111' expect · 
anyone el~~ 
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