


Camptrails EXTREME is the rucksack for 
the modern climber, designed by mountaineers 
for mountaineers. It's the latest in anatomic soft 
sacks, as comfortable as it is good-looking. 
An entirely new internal frame design shapes 
and contours to your back and the padded 
hip belt and tapered shoulder straps give 
all the ease of movement and support you 
need for heavy loads on difficult terrain. 
The EXTREME Camptrails pack literally 
becomes a part of you and it's been tried 
and tested all over the world. 

Camptrails is the European name for 
mountaineering quality, and EXTREME is 
the pack for all those who demand the 
best in design and performance. Among 
its unique features, EXTREME has 
gear racks on each side useful for dif
ficult stances and bivouacs, double 
ice axe attachment points, ski and 
side pocket fittings and a big lid 
pocket with elasticised sides for 
total protection in all weather. 
In concept, in the materials used, 
in the multiple stitching of the 
seams, Camptrails leave nothing 
out and nothing to chance. 

On steep mountain pitches 
or on gentle cross-country treks, 
Camptrails packs give total 
reliability. They're made for 
experienced climbers and they're made to 
last . If you are going to take up the challenge 
of the great outdoors take it up with Camptrails 
and you'll know for certain you've got the finest 
gear going anywhere. Come and see all our soft 
and frame packs at the best climbing and 
specialist outdoor shops . 

CAMPTRAILS
GREAT OUTDO 
Camptrails International, Waterford Ind 
Waterford, Ireland. Tel: (051) 32469/327 
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climb the big ones with 

friends 
The revolution in 
climbing protection: 
vertical , horizontal, 
parallel sided or even 
flared cracks -
Friends work better 
and faster than 
any other 
device. 

from WILD COUNTRY 
protection like you neverdreamed of 

1 SEND NOW for your FRIENDS 
I TO WILD COUNTRY, TOWN HEAD WORKS, EYAM, 

SHEFFIELD S30 1 RD, ENGLAND. 

I Friend Size No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 INTRODUCTORY 
Crack Width Min . 0.75 1.1 1.6 OFFER: 

I (inches) Max. 1.2 1.75 2.6 Set of 3 
FRIENDS 

I Price (U.K. only) £6.50 £7.30 £7.80 £19.85 
Overseas Orders £7.90 £8.70 £9.30 £22.75 

I g~:~;~~sRirt~rfndcludes FREE.AIR MAIL delive·ry ... 

I U.K. orders please add 55p postage and packing . 
Please send me .......... FRIENDS as itemised above. 

11 enclose my cheque/postal order/1nternat1onal bank draft/post office money 
order/in £'s sterling only£ . I Name . . . 
Address . . . . 

I Maste; ch·.:;;iieiE~ioc·a;diii.cc~ss: Piea~e.de"t;ii';;.;;; acco~ni'di;~cii;i· 
I ~~iu~f £ ... ·.·.·.·. · ···.·.·.. ·.· ·······s1iinai~;~··.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.· .... ·.·.· ·.···. ···· ·.·.·.··· .. ·.· .··:.-· .. ·.·_ .-.-.- ·· . .-.-.-
~

not satisfied and FRIENDS are returned unmarked within 21 days your J 
oney will be refunded . ----------------
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Climbwit]i 
'¥HA 

Whatever clothing or equipment you need 
for your next climbing holiday, the chances 
are we have it. Top quality and economy 
lines. All at fair prices-and backed by 
as much free help and advice as you want. 
Call in or telephone for the full facts. 
or a copy of our climbing catalogue. 

<=yHA eve.,:tone~ climbing ceritre 
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London: 29 John Adam Street, WC2 01-839 1722 
Birmingham: 35 Cannon Street, B2 021-643 5180 
Manchester: 36/38 Fountain Street, M2 061-834 7119 

~ VHA Services Ltd 

Don Morrison 

SHEFFIELD 
343 London Road, S2 4NG 
Tel. 0742.56018 

LIVERPOOL 
43a Harrington Street, 2. 
( off North John Street) 
Tel. 051.236.0525 

NOW AVAILABLE 

CLIMB! 
ROCK-CLIMBING IN COLORADO 

Bob Godfrey and Dudley Chelton ( $14.95) 

MASTER OF ROCK 
THE BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN GILL 

Pat Ament ( $11 .50) 

Post free to anywhere in the world from 
ALPINE HOUSE P.O. Box 1763, Boulder 

Colorado 80306, U.S.A. 

(Foreign orders : Bank draft in U.S. Dollars 
drawn on a U.S. bank) 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL Of MOUNTAINEER/NC 
LEYSIN -
SWITZERLAND 

Peter Boardman 
Director 

ISM 
Send for 1977 course 
details to: 
CLUB VAGABOND, 
1854 LEYSIN, 
SWITZERLAND 
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''Lawrence of Arabia would have given 2 camels, 
1 Omar Sharif, and 2 Peter O'Tooles 
tor my VANGO FORCE TEN" 

UADliD 
FOR LITERATURE ON FORCE TEN & KINGFISHER RIDGE TENTS , BOOTS, RUCKSACKS & STOVES, CONTACT BRITAIN'S LEADING GEAR SPECIALIST 

VANGO (SC OTLAND) LTD ., 47 COLVEND ST., GLASGOW G40 4DH. TEL: 041 -556 7621 

.. 
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PAULDRAITHWAIT€ 
On-bing and OutdoaShop 
~iolisrsn 
N\ount9ine~ring,Corrping 
and Sl~ung t.qu1pmenr 

128-1'.30 Yorkshire St. 
Oldhan. Lanes. 
Tel:061-620~. 

MOUNTAIN BOOTS: 
Orystallo .. ........... ............ . . .. . ... . ... . .. .. ... .... . . ......... £36.90 
Caber Zapel Ii ....... .. ..... ... ................. .. .. ...... ...... .... £41 .90 
Dolomite Super Egger .. .. . . . .. . .... . .. . . . . .. ... . . .. . . .. ..... £46.90 
Super Lavare<lo ..... .... . . .......... . .. . ... . ...... . .. . .... . ... . £59.90 
Galibier Super Pro ...... . .... ....... . . . .. . .. .... . . .. .. . ... . . . .. £63.50 
Dolomite Major . . ... ... . ... . .. . . . ... .. ... . . ..... . ...... . . .. .... . . . £69.90 
Dolomite Walker . . .. . .. . .. . ..... ...... . . ... . . .. . .. .. .. . . ........... £89.90 

ROPE: 
Mammut Dynaflex 11 mm x 45 m . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £39.90 
Mammut Dynaflex 9 mm x 45 m ..... . . . ... .. . ..... ........... £32.20 
Edel rid Perteet 9 mm x 45 m ... ............... . ..... . .. . ... . . £25.50 

ICE AXES: 
Stubai : Ashenbrenner walking axe ... .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . £16.90 

Manaslu .......... .. ............ ... . . ......... . ... £22.00 
Hidden Peak ...... . . ....... . ... .. ....... . .... £23.90 
Ru pal Hammer ............... .. ....... . . . ...... £23.90 

Simond: Cecchinel Replica .............. . ........ . .... £28.00 
Cougar Walking Axe . ..... .... . .. . . . . . . .... £18.45 
Condor Hammer - short . . .... .............. £11.65 

~ ~.......--'!:: '.!:a 

eneydu~ 

fil 
STILL THE 
BEST FOR 
LIGHTWE 
WARMTH 

' I '•"""-. 

HARDW€AR 
WINTER 

Price List 77/78 
Condor Hammer - loflg . .. ............... £15.75 

Chouinard: Zero Axe .. ... . .. ..... .. ...... . ... . . . .. . .. . . .... £29.75 
Zero Hammer ... ... .... . ...... . .. . .. .. . .. . .... £29.75 
Standard Axe ...... .. ...... .. ........ ... . . . ... £26.75 
Ice Hammer . .. . . . ......... . .... .. .. . ....... .. . £19.85 

Terrodaotyl : Axe . . .. . ... . ... .... . . . ..... ... . . ... . . . ... . . . ....... £18.50 
Hammer .. .. . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . ...... . ...... . £18.50 

Curver: Axe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £24.90 

CRAMPONS: 
Salewa Adjustables . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ..... ... . ... ....... . .. £18. 70 
Simond Makalu with straps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . £25.25 
ChoLI"inard Rigid ..... . . . ... ... . ..... . . . ... .. .... . .... . . . ... . .... £22.90 
Stubai . ........ .. ... .. . ....... ... . . .. .. ... . ........ . .... . .... .. ..... . £14.50 
Straps (Good ones!) . . . . . . .... . . .. . . . .. . .... .. .. .. . ..... .. . . . £4.85 
Clog Dead men . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5.00 
Clog Dead boys .. . ... . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . ... ... . .. . . . . ..... £3.50 
Drive-in Pegs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . £4.25 

MAIL ORDER WELCOME: Please send an additi.onal £1.00 to 
cover pos-tage and pac~ing. 

John Cunningham is 
in the Alps this summer 
with courses for virgins 
and old hands on 
Mont Blanc, Eiger and 
Matterhorn 
enquir ies & 
Mountain Ventures 
Brecon Ho use Greenhill Road 
Liverpool L 18 7 HQ 

rooster head 
ice hammers 
a -neoprene mats 
pile mittens 
swami belts 
leg loops 

catalog and at 
leading shops 
rooster mountaineering co. 

box 157 
aspen, colorado 
81f,11 



Ellis 
Brigham 

AFRESH AIR 
EXPERIENCE 

in and amongst 
the smoke and 
grime 

true rock and mountain specialists 
City Centre Shops at: 
Manchester Bristol 
6/14 Cathedral Street, Manchester, M4 3FU 162 Whiteladies Road, Bristol, 
Tel. 061-834 0161 Tel. 31 1157 

Liverpool 
73 Bold Street, Liverpool 1 
Tel. 051- 709 6912 

Fresh Air Shops at : 
Snowdonia 
Capel Curig 
Tel. Capel Cu rig 232 

Postal Dept 
Wellington Place, Liverpool Rd, Manchester 
Telephone 061-833 0746 

Cornwall 
Market Jew Street, Penzance, 
Tel. 5828 
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MO I promise you happy toes 
Live in peace with your feet. Twenty miles or 
5000feet-keep your toes smiling, your 
pocket too, with these fine value, comfortable 
boots. Excellent materials, design and 
workmanship in every pair and styles and 
sizes to suit everyone. See them at all good 
gear shops or write for colour 
leaflet now. 

ILLUSTRATED TOP: 'STRATOS' 
L TOR: 'ISOLA'; 'VENOSTA'; 
'VISO' 

• UADliD (SCOTLADD) LTD. 
47 Colvend Street, Glasgow G40 4DH 
Tel:0415567621 
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GOOD 
GEAR for 
HARD ROCK 
from 

JIE 
IIIWII 
LLANBERIS 327 
CAPEL CURIG 205 
JOE BROWN, MENAI HALL, LLANBERIS, GWYNEDD 
JOE BROWN, THE CLIMBING SHOP, CAPEL CURIG, GWYNEDD 

B8CK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
Handmade of neoprene nylon, the best iron buckles 
and copper belt rivets, hand set with our own special 
tool. Neoprene nylon docs not ice up. Heat sea led 
edges provide further protection against ice build up. 
Will not stretch. No-time-limit guarantee. 
Makers of the famous Chouinard Crampon Straps. Write for free catalog. 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS-2619, COLUMBIA BLVD., 
RICHMOND, CA., 94804 U.S.A. 

Good Gear at reasonable 
prices and great advice 

-
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Alps 
Twenty centre holidays and a dozen hut to hut tours to choose from. 
Walk the mountains of Tuxertal and the Otztal on a two centre 
holiday at Lanersbach and Vent. Stay at a converted abbey whilst 
exploring the Alps near Chamonix. Visit Livigno - great mountains 
and duty-free tool Tours include such classics as the Tour Mont 
Blanc, Dolomites Highway No 1, the traverse of the Julian Alps, as 
well as less frequented regions such as the Alpes Maritimes and 
the circuit of the Dauphine . 

Rest of Europe 
Amble, ramble and sightsee at a host of centres in 
Greece and Turkey. Trek the Kings Way in Arctic 
Lapland, see the sights in Sicily, explore the mountains 
of Madeira or penetrate the Iron Curtain to enjoy the 
mountains of Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria and Hungary. 
Other destinations include the Picos de Europa in 
Spain, Elba and the Pyrenees . 

Follow the mules up to the Neltner Hut to climb the 
surrounding peaks including Toubkal (4165m) the 
highest of the Atlas. Explore the foothills to the North 

In spring trek in the Langtang and Dudh Kosi Valley. Both famous 
for the abundance of flowers. In Autumn its Annapurna, either along 
the Modi Kho la to Hinko Cave and the Sanctuary or through the 
Manang to the North . This route has just been opened up, it 
follows the Marsyandi Khola crossing the Throng la Pass (5468ml 
to descend to the sacred springs at Muktinath. The culture changes 
from Nepalese to Tibetan; the scenery Manaslu, Dhaulagiri and of 
course Annapurna . 

from the two centres of Meknes and Fes. Or take a , 
more relaxing camping tour starting from Agadir. 

, -~'1,4," 
~~ 

Ramblers Holidays summer programme features some three hundred holidays to 72 
destinations in 18 countries. This gives a choice to suit all abilities and aspirations. 
All holidays are in small groups with experienced leaders ; and include all meals and 
accommodation, transfers taxes and insurance - by air from London. Send the coupon, write 
or phone for our brochure - NOW 

--?:-0 
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namblers Holidays conform with the bonding requirements of the 
ft Association of British Travel Agents and the Civil Holid:rs Aviation Authority. ATOL 9908 . 

Ll•m•1t Ramblers Holidays Limited (Established 1946) PO Box 43 
Welwyn Garden City Herts Welwyn Garden 31133 
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at 

NIVISPORJ,, / 
we know about ice 

Nevisport, 72 High Street, 
Fort William. Tel. 03~7.,3245 
Nevisport, 261 Sauchiehall Street, 

lasgow. Tel. 041.332.4814 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

New Editor 
for Mountain 
In the Editorial to Mountain No. 1, the editor wrote that it 
was the duty of a magazine to make clear its policy to the 
readership. That was eight years ago, and now seems an approp
riate moment for another such clear statement to be made, in 
the light of the changes which have occured in climbing in the 
intervening years. It is also appropriate because the ownership 
and editorship of Mountain have changed. 

Ken Wilson is no longer the editor of Mountain. It is some
thing of a tribute to him that his work has been taken on by 
two people. The new editor is Tim Lewis, and there is now a 
business manager, Geoff Birtles. It is their intention to 
continue the magazine in the form and with the policies that 
it already has. To use the famous words, the message is 
"Business as usual". This applies to both the editorial and the 
commercial sides of the magazine. (For details of the new 
addre~i;, see the box at the foot of the page.) Mountain 
Magazine Ltd. has not been taken over by the company which 
publishes Crags - the British orientated climbing magazine of 
which Birtles is editor and co-owner. It is an entirely separate 
financial partnership between Lewis and Birtles: Lewis has 
total control of Mountain's editorial content. The two 
magazines will remain editorially and financially independent. 

Perhaps the major change that the magazine has seen in its 
eight years of publication has been the vast increase in the 
number of people climbing. Mountaineering has become more 
professional. Not just in the sense that applies to the Messners, 
Boningtoris and Scotts, but also in the sense that there are 
now more people than ever whose lives are wholly given over 
to mountains. In Europe, America and Australasia there is a 
new body of climbers who work only in order to be able to go 
climbing, professed climbers if not professional in the narrow 
sense of the word. The running of this magazine has become 
a professional task. In the world of climbing, which is still 
really amateur in that all climbers climb for the love of the 
game, this may seem out of place. To be truly professional is 
to be good at the job. In return for the pleasure of being able 
to live by being active in climbing, it is the responsibility of 
the people who run Mountain to see that the climbing world 
is provided with the best possible written and photographic 
record. 

It is the task of Mountain to reflect the interest and opinion of 
climbers of all standards and from all areas of the world. It is 
not the job of Mountain to create artificial interest in people, 
places or issues within climbing. Not much should appear in 
Mountain that has not already happened. Anything else that 
does appear should be there for no other reason than that 
climbers somewhere want it to appear. The editor of Mountain 
is utterly dependent on the excellence of his correspondents 
and the helpfulness of the climbing world as a whole; without 
them, the magazine is nothing. 

It has been the policy of Mountain to present a blend of 
information, news and comment to its readers: this will 
continue. The information and news will be given as fairly 
and honestly as is possible: without 'fear or favour' and in the 
most accurate possible detail. Comment should be unbiased and 
informative. Finally, Mountain should be, in the best possible 
sense of the word, entertaining. Enjoyment is one of the key
stones of climbing: that, too, Mountain would like to reflect. 

NOTE: CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

MOUNTAIN MAGAZINE, 
3, EDGEDALE ROAD, SHEFFIELD 7. 
Telephone: 0742 - 586587. 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Chinese to allow 
outsiders on Everest 
The New China News Agency, 
the official Chinese Comm
unist information source, has 
announced that the Chinese 
Government will permit a 
joint Chinese/Iranian expedi
tion to attempt Everest from 
the North side some time 
during 1978 or 1979. No 
precise dates were given, but 
it was stated that training 
climbs would be undertaken 
beforehand . 
The importance of this is 
that no foreign climbers have 

NEPAL 
Annapurna 1 (26,504ft.) 
A Dutch expedition led by 
Xander Varrijn-Stuart succes
fully climbed a line to the 
East of the Herzog Route. 
They followed a small ridge 
to minimise the avalanche 
danger. The summit was 
reached on October 13 by 
Mathuen van Rijswick and 
Sonam Sherpa from a camp 
at 22,500ft. This was the 
first post-monsoon expedition 
to succeed in climbing the 
mountain. It was also only 
the fourth time overall that 
the summit has been reached, 
and the first time that a Dutch 
party has climbed an 8,000m. 
peak. 
Annapurna 3 (24,857ft.) 
A 27-member Italian expedi
tion led by Francesco Santon 
succesfully climbed the West 
Ridge. Guiseppina Cheney and 
Henry Luigino reached the 
summit on October 23. On 
October 25 G. Brianzi and 
P. Radin also reached the 
summit. While descending 
from the summit, and below 
the top camp, the first summit 
pair met with an accident: 
late in the evening, climbing 
unroped, Henry Luigino fell 
into a crevasse and died. The 
second summit pair did not 
know of this, but on their 
descent they met with a 
similar accident at about the 
same place. Fortunately they 
were roped and nobody died, 
but Radin suffered a broken 
leg and other injuries. After 
these accidents the expedition 
was abandoned . 
Dhaulagiri 1 (26,810ft.) 
A Japanese expedition led by 
Dr. Yoshito Tsukazaki 
abandoned its attempt to 
establish a new route on the 
West Face on October 9, 
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been permitted to enter Tibet, 
or other areas of the Himala
yas under Chinese rule, since 
the Communist government 
took control. 
The B.M.C. have responded 
to this news with a formal 
invitation to the Chinese to 
send a party of climbers to 
Britain in 1978. Any 
acceptance of this offer 
would raise the possibility of 
renewed access to the north
ern side of the Himalaya. 

after a member was hit on the 
head by stonefall at about 
19,000ft. 
Manaslu (26, 760ft.) 
A French expedition under 
the leadership of Jean Frehel 
abandoned its attempt to 
climb the East Ridge late in 
October. The climbing 
strength of the expedition 
had been reduced to two by 
sickness, and those two 
became frostbitten. 
"Nampa South" (Rokapi) 
(22,443 ft.) 
This mountain was climbed 
Alpine style by Tom Herley 
and Ken Rawlinson. They 
took 12 bivouacs on the 
round trip to the summit, 
which was reached on 
October 10 via the South
West Ridge. The original team 
of seven lost one member due 
to appendicitis and another 
who accompanied the sick 
man home. The doctor, John 
Burslem, and yet another 
member volunteered to run 
the remote hospital in the 
area. Only the leader, Richard 
Godfrey, and the liaison 
officer were at Base Camp 
during the climb. They were 
on the point of leaving, fear
ing that the summit pair were 
lost, when they returned by a 
very different route to the 
line of ascent. The expedition 
had an exceptionally difficult 
task in reaching the mountain 
from the word go . The 
Indian authorities had been 
unhelpful over the plan to 
enter West Nepal via Pithora
garh. The mountain was 
named as "Nampa South" in 
the expedition's application 
because only two mountains 
in the range are on the 
Nepalese government's 
permitted list : one of these 
is Nampa. 
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Above: North Face of Kalauka, Photo: Miras/aw Po/man 

GARWHAL 

Kalanka (22, 740ft.) 
The second ascent of this 
mountain was made by Josef 
Rakoncaj and Ladislav Jon 
from the 14-man Czech 
party led by Frantisek Grunt. 
The climb took an impressive 
new route up the 6,000ft. 
North Face. Eight members 
of the team carried loads to 
the saddle between Changa
bang and Baghini Peak. Three 
more, Jiri Janis, Miroslav 
Uhlir and Jaroslav Hons, 
climbed in support to the 
position marked "Tent" on 
the photograph. The average 
slope of the face is 58deg. The 
climbing was on ice and mixed 
ground with an angle of up to 
75-80deg. in the so-called 
"rock band" (situated betw
een the "Tent" and the top 
bivouac marked on the photo). 
The North Face proper ends 
on the West Ridge of 
Kalanka some 500ft . above 
the Kalanka Col. Rakoncaj 
and Jon reached the summit 
on September 2G. 
Bethartoli Himal 
(20,840ft.) 
An expedition of instructors 
from the A. Parravicini 
National School for High 
Mountaineering, Milan, 
succeeded on this mountain. 

The leader was Renato Moro 
and the other climbers were 
Cesare Cesa Bianchi, Luigi 
Landreani, Maurizio Maggi 
and Marco Tedeschi. All five 
reached the summit on 
September 17. The mountain 
was unclimbed despite four 
previous attempts. A base 
camp and three higher camps 
were established along the 
North Ridge but no other 
details are available. 

KULU 
Karcha Parbat 
(Peak 20,570ft.) 
The Irish Himalayan Expedi 
tion, a scientific/climbing 
party, made the first ascent 
of this peak on September 19. 
Their original climbing 
objective, Hanuman Tibba, 
was ruled out by floods on the 
approach. Mick Curran, the 
leader, John Forsythe, John 
Kerr and Tara Chand made 
the ascent with a bivouac on 
the descent in poor conditions. 

KASHMIR 

Nanga Parbat (26,660ft.) 
The Polish Nanga Parbat 
Expedition led by Adam 
Zyzak was unsuccessful, but 
established five camps along 
the Kinshofer Route. Jerzy 
Kukuczka, Marian Piekutow
ski and Marek Pronobis left 



Base Camp on October 8 , 
reaching Camp 5 on the 13th. 
The following day they made 
a direct attack on the summit, 
but less than 500ft. short of 
it they were stopped by a 
badly iced rock ,climbing 
section. They returned to the 
top camp with the intention 
of trying a different line the 
next day; unfortunately the 
weather deteriorated and 
made further progress 
impossible. They retreated, 
and the whole expedition 
left Base safely on October 
18. 

HINDU KUSH 
Tirich Mir West 4 
(24,075ft.) 
An Italian expedition from 
the Valsesian area climbed a 
new route on the South-West 
Face in July 1977. The 
eight-man team consisted of 
G. Calcagno, A. Enzio, 
E. De Tomasi, C. Piazzo, 
D. Saettone, P. Soster, 
G. L. Sterna and T . Vidoni. 
The summit was reached on 
July 21 by Calcagno, Enzio 
and De Tomasi after a bivouac 
on the face at about 7 ,000m. 
Piazzo also made it to within 
150m. of the summit. Onthe 
following day Vidoni, 
apparently at his own request, 
went to the summit solo. The 
face is about 1,200m. high. 

U.S.S.R. 

About 6-700m. of this is 
terraced, giving grade 3/4 
rock climbing interspersed 
with sections of mixed climb
ing . The whole face is remin i
scent of the lnnominata Face 
of Mont Blanc, but more 
difficult and serious. 
Noshaq (24,581ft.) 
A two-woman Czech team, 
Dina Sterbova and Marta 
Melzochova, attempted the 
mountain this summer. After 
an incident apparently 
involving some bandits, 
Melzochova had to stay in 
hospital in Kabul. Sterbova 
continued alone. By bus, air , 
hired car and foot she reached 
the Base Camp of a Polish 
expedition under Noshaq. 
Between August 6 and 14 she 
soloed both summits, estab
lishing three high-altitude 
camps - one with a tent 
borrowed from the Yugoslav 
expedition . Her climb followed 
the Austrian variant on the 
West Rib and then traversed 
to the Kotale Potocki and a 
couloir to the West Summit, 
taking the ridge to the Main 
Summit. 
Dina Sterbova is a 37-year-
old Doctor of Science work 
ing in the maths department 
of the Olomouc University in 
Moravia. Her trip was un
sponsored, all expenses being 
met from her own savings. The 

Czech solos Communism 
PAMIRS 

Possibly prompted by the 
soloing activities of the 
Americans in 1976, two 
notable solo ascents were 
made by Eastern European 
climbers. Josef Kulhavy 
soloed Peak Communism 
(24,590ft.) via the Burevjest
nik Pillar and the ice plateau; 
a three-man Czech team later 
repeated the ascent. Another 
Czech four-man team climbed 
Communism by the Borodkin 
Route from the Walter 
Glacier. Miroslav Smid soloed 
the Cestlina-South Ridge 
Route on Peak Korzhnevska 
(23,310ft.). The presence of 
other parties on the same 
mountain and/or the same 
climb at the same time as 
these ascents does not detract 
from the achievement of solo 
climbing at high altitude in 
an area where objective 
danger and poor snow are 
frequent hazards. 
In the Peak Lenin area, where 
most of the climbers were 
based, the most important 
ascent was again by a Czech 
team: the South-East Pillar 
of Peak Marshal Zhukov (or 
Peak Moscow-Peking) was 
climbed for the first time by 

a five-man group - Andrej 
Belica, Igor Koller, Vladimir 
Launer, Jaromir Stejskal, and 
Juraj Weincziller. They 
continued along the South 
Ridge to the summit of Lenin. 
After an ascent of Lenin via 
Peak Rozdyelna, Pavol Rajtar 
made the descent mostly by 
ski . On the same route an all
woman team got into difficult
ies and had to be rescued. One 
of their number, described as 
"badly prepared and undis
ciplined", fell victim to 
altitude sickness at 20,000ft. 
It later transpired that she had 
lied about her age to get on 
the trip: she had claimed to 
be 23 but was, in fact, only 19! 
Two other Czech groups 
made ascents of Peak 
Korzhenevska. A six-strong 
team climbed the mountain 
via the Budanov Route and 
the top ridge, and a three-man 
team climbed the Cestlina/ 
South Ridge Route soloed by 
Smid. In all, 25 Czech climb
ers made ascents of 7 ,000m. 
peaks during the course of 
the meet. 
Several important new climbs 
were made in the 25km. long 
Peter I Chain. A group from 
Georgia-Gruzin climbed the 
elegant and technically 

Czech Lady 
solos Noshaq . 
climb established, among traverse of the Grepon. The 
other things, a Czech altitude first ascent of Koh-e-Sakht 
record for women climbers, was made via the North 
and has - not surprisingly - Ridge earlier in the summer, 
been proclaimed as "the best after a three-week siege by a 
ladies' performance of the French party. Griffin later 
year" in Czechoslavakia. soloed the North-East Ridge 
In September/October a of Jachi in a three-day round 
British expedition (Lindsay trip. The previously unclimb-
Griffin, Stephen Venables, ed line gave mixed climbing 
David Lund, Julia Yeomans and two pitches of 5 on rock. 
and Roger Everett) made They comment that they had 
several Alpine-style ascents in the area to themselves. The 
the area . Everett and Venables temperature at night was down 
climbed the North Face of to -25C; nevertheless the 
Rakh-e-Kuchek, an ice slope weather was perfect for 30 
of D+ standard when in good days. The supposedly easy 
condition (which it was not) . access and cheap porters are 
The same pair also climbed a myth. Porters cost £9-£10 
the South-East Ridge of per day and jeep transport is 
Koh-e-Zard, a fine granite also very expensive; the Poles, 
climb. In company with who visit the area annually, 
Griffin, they then climbed the are planning to boycott it in 
3,500ft. South-East Ridge of an attempt to bring the 
Koh-e-Sakt (D+, 5sup. and prices back to a reasonable 
A 1), descending by the North- level. 
East Ridge and the original 
Polish line of ascent of KZ 56. 
The climb was on excellent 
Chamonix-style granite, 
similar in character to routes 
on the south side of Mont 
Blanc; the descent similar in 
type and quality to the 

• r ..... . .. 

Correspondents: Cheney, 
Moro, Curran, Cieplinska, 
Sames, Griffin, Brniak. 

Above: N. E. Face of the Peak of 30 Years of Soviet Reign 
Polish climb marked. Photo: Jiff Novak 

difficult North-West Wall of 
Peak Abalakov. A Ukrainian 
party forced a route up the 
North-East Wall of Peak 
Moskva, a face with a bad 
reputation for objective 
danger. Finally, a Polish 
group climbed the highly 
elegant Ice Pillar on the 
North-East Face of the Peak 
of 30 Years of Soviet Reign 

CAUCASUS 

The weather was not as good 
as in the Pamirs, and fresh 
powder snow hindered 
progress - but iater in the 
season some important climbs 
were done. The Czechs were 
again the most successful 
parties. Ulu-Tau-Can was 

climbed by the Tablet Route. 
On the 6,500ft. South Face 
of Aljana a Czech party 
repeated the Morgliati Route 
in three days, and then 
returned to make the first 
ascent of a route up the right
hand side of the face in 25 
hours. Other Czech first 
ascents were on the South
West Face of Schara (up the 
left-hand side, in 20 hours) 
and the Central Pillar of the 
East Face of Curungala (a 
technically difficult climb of 
some 4,000ft.). 

Correspondents: Sames and 
Novak. 
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NEW ZEALAND 

Major Traverses 
done for the First Time 
SUMMER 1977 

The hopes for the summer 
expressed in previous notes 
(see Mountain 53) were not 
borne out. The weather and 
conditions remained uniform
ly bad until late in the season, 
and another distasteful 
episode of alpine search and 
rescue was aired in the media 
to the detriment of all 
concerned. 
However, although spring 
snow conditions and their 
inherent disadvantages were 
maintained until well into 
January, some notable ascents 
were made. Possibly foremost 
was Paddy Freaney and 
Russell Brice's massive feat 
of climbing all the 3,000m. 
peaks in New Zealand in one 
season. In pre-metric days 
this had been attempted 
several times, but the 27 
10,000ft. peaks had never all 
been climbed in one season, 
though several climbers had 
made it over a longer period. 
With metrication, the list had 
grown to cover 31 peaks, 
including Mt. Aspiring which 
is outside the Mt. Cook 
region. With fortitude, 
patience and at times a little 
sustenance, the indomitable 
duo knocked off the 30 Mt. 
Cook area peaks in a three
month bonanza, and then 
clinched the achievement 
with an ascent of Aspiring in 
May. 
Another effort on a grand 
scale was Paul Scaife and 
Dave McNulty's attempt to 
follow the Main Divide, from 
Mt. Elie de Beaumont to Mt. 
Sefton. This would have 
involved traversing over or 
around 47 peaks, of which 
19 are over 3,000m. They 
almost made it. McNulty 
called it a day (or series of 
days) at Harper Saddle, 
having traversed 34 peaks, 18 
of them three-thousanders. 
Scaife carried on and travers
ed Mts. Sturdee, Jellicoe and 
Low to the summit of Mt. La 
Perouse (3,108m.) -this is the 
standard route - then 
descended the rarely ascended 
South Ridge to Baker Saddle, 
before continuing on over the 
relative bumps of Mts. 
Beatrice, Raureka, Edith and 
Lean to the Copland Pass, 
where he finally descended 
only five peaks short of the 
objective of Sefton. A 
tremendous achievement. 
The other main event in the 
Mt. Cook region was the 
visit paid by Dave Bamford, 
John Nankervis, Grant 
Stotter and Richard Hancock 
to the rarely frequented head 
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of the Whataroa Valley, 
where they made the first 
ascent of Mt. Huss from the 
west (third overall ascent) 
and the f irst west-side ascent 
of Mt. Mannering. They then 
crossed into the Callery 
Valley, where they repeated 
the Maximillian Ridge of Elie 
de Beaumont, previously 
ascended by Hillary, Lowe, 
Riddiford and Cotter in 1951. 
Bamford and Nankervis later 
climbed a new line on the 
West Face of Lenderfeld. 

Other new climbs in the Cook 
area took place on Magellan, 
where Merv English and Peter 
Hillary climbed out of the 
Balfour neve on to a pinnacle 
east of the peak, and on the 
West Face of Dixon, where 
the same party completed a 
new line. 
The only other area of new 
route activity was the Darrans, 
where several new lines were 
put up. Prominent among 
these were three new routes 
by Galen Rowell, who was 
paying a visit to coincide with 
the launching of a book. He 
described the climbs as being 
of a high standard for Yose
mite five years ago, but he 
was not impressed with the 
approach slog through the 
bush. The climbs, as graded 
by Rowell, were as follows: 
Mair's Mate (5.9, A3), a line 
on the left side, put up with 
John Barrett and Al Hay; a 
5.9, A3 line to the right of 
the original Denz/Herron/ 
Judge Route, put up with 
Andy Campbell, Daryl 
Thompson and Hugh Logan 
(this was followed by a 
night out and a west-east 
traverse of the mountain); 
and the Donne Corner on 
Mt. Underwood, a 1,500ft. 
outside corner (5.9), climbed 
with John Stanton, Miles 
Craighead and Graham Elder . 
Other activists included Bill 
Denz and Callum Hudson, 
who put up the fifth line on 
the North Face of Mt. Moir; 
and Denz and Murray Judge 
added a new line to the top 
section of the Marian Face 
of Mt. Barrier, as well as a 
new line on the top section 
of Barrier Knob. 
Zane Williams, Roland Logan 
and Al Hay completed a line 
on the South Face of 
Sentinel, and Merv English 
and Murray Jones returned 
to the West Cleddan Valley 
to complete a 1,000ft. line 
on Odyssey, having previously 
been scared off the route by 
falling ice blocks. 
At the same tima, Paul 
Corwin, Judith Tersptra, Jill 
Kelman and Bryan Fish 

completed the second ascent 
of the Little North Face of 
Sabre and, later in the · season , 
Geoff Gabites, Merv Engl ish 
and Pete Reichme in climbed 
a new route on Barrier Knob. 
These climbs, together with 
numerous repeats and varia
tions, made the Darrans the 
centre of activity for the 
season. Certainly the area is 
of major interest to the hard
rock men, and it may well 
have the potential to usurp 
the Mt. Cook area as the 
most actively climbed region 
in New Zealand. 
The season ended as it began, 
with a media-inflated tragedy . 
Fol lowing the death of a 
climber from a fall, the Park 
Board Chief Ranger expressed 

UNITED STATES 

Yosemite 
Dale Bard and Jim Bridwell 
have climbed a new route to 
the right of Tis-sa-ack on Half 
Dome. Other than the name, 
Darkest Africa, no other 
details are yet available. On 
El Capitan, second ascents of 
Son of Heart and Horse Chute 
have been made; by Dale Bard 
and Mike Graham, and Ron 
Kauk and Mike Graham 
respectively . 
John Yablonski made a solo 
ascent of the North-East 
Buttress on Higher Cathedral 
Rock - a bold undertaking by 
most people's reckoning. 
Another was the second 
ascent of Tales of Power by 
Mark Hudson. Currently rated 
as one of the harder single 
pitch routes in the Valley, and 
possibly the hardest, it had 
repulsed several parties. 
In the Reed's area Bruce 
Morris and David Altman put 
up Mainliner (5.10d - thin) 

his ideas on the necessity for 
legislation to "make people 
take thei r responsibilities 
seriousry" . His outburst was 
rebuffed by_the climbing 
clubs next day, but the 
damage had been done, and 
the usual newspaper editorial s 
were forthcoming. Ironically, 
several days later another 
Board member, the Chief 
Ranger of a neighbouring 
National Park, was killed in 
a fall in the Mt. Cook area . 
Earlier in the season, the 
climbing fatality rate had 
been inflated by the deaths 
of four climbers who were 
sheltering in the Three Johns 
Hut when it was blown off 
the Barron Saddle in a storm. 
Correspondent: Edwards 

and Polymorphous Perverse 
(5.1 0c - hand and fist). Both 
climbs are on the same cliff 
as, but slightly below, Gold
rush. Morris, with Scott Cole 
and Peter Thurston, also 
climbed Bummer (5.10d -
thin). The route corrects the 
original line of Lazy Bum on 
Sunnyside Bench and involves 
5.9 face moves to reach an 
incipient crack system that 
parallels the regular jamcrack 
route. Bummer and another 
Morris climb, Peruvian Flake, 
are already popular climbs. 
The second is located near 
Serenity Crack and consists of 
25ft. of finger-crack leading 
to a thin layback, which at 
5.1 0c is the crux. The route 
was done with Kevin Leary 
and Bill Taylor. 
Accompanied by Paul Cowan, 
Morris also free-climbed Slot 
Machine on Nevada Flake. 
Perhaps because of its 

Above: Ron Fawcett after a failure on Tales of Power. 
The wall overhangs 20ft. in all. Photo: Livesey 



relatively remote location, the 
climb remained" listed as 
5. 7 ,A2; it went free at a 
surprisingly mild 5.9 - with 
the crux an elegant 120ft. 
layaway against a steep slab. 

Tahquitz 
Spencer Lennard and Randy 
Vogel climbed a line follow
ing the roof and thin cracks 
left of El Wampo; called 
My Pink Half of the Drainpipe, 
it is difficult and continuous 
at 5.10d. Lennard, with Kevin 
Powell and Chris Robbins, 
also climbed a line between 
White Maiden and the I/legiti
mate: it involved good crack 
and face climbing, again at 
5.10d standard, and was 
named Zeno's Paradox. An 
interesting 5.9 face climb, 
Science Friction, was put up 
about 20ft. left of North-
East Face Route by Clark 
Jacobs, Troy Martin and John 
Edgar. Jim Wilson and Pete 
Wilkenie climbed Ziggy Star
dust - a good crack climb 

CANADA 

with some 5.1 Ob fist
traversi ng. 

Suicide 
Spencer Lennard was the 
most active climber in the 
area this season. His Tar'n'
Feathers, formerly known as 
the Woodpecker, has been 
regarded as a route to do for 
some time. Though not long 
it is extremely difficult, 
requiring both technique and 
endurance. Lennard made the 
first "proper style" lead of 
The Man Who Fell to Earth 
(5.11) and put up Johnny 
Quest (5.10) with Craig Fry. 
The route is near Flakes of 
Wrath and consists of a thin
crack first pitch fo:lowed by 
face climbing. 

High Sierra 
Fred Beckey, Bill Lahr, Alan 
Neifeld and Craig Martinson 
completed a new route called 
Wings over the Sierra, on 
Angel Wings in the Sequoia 
National Park. The climb 

Developments 
in Eastern Canada 
Quebec 
An article in this issue out
lines the history of climbing 
in Eastern Canada and the 
achievements to date. The 
following notes apply to 1977. 
In early January Claude 
Berube and Regis Richard 
established Quebec's first 
grade 6 ice climb in the 
Malbaie Valley, north of 
Quebec City. The climb took 
two days. On the first day 
the party climbed the initial 
two rock pitches (5.8). They 
then returned to climb up 
their fixed ropes and the 
remaining seven ice pitches, 
one of which had a 120ft. 
vertical section. 
During the winter Positive 
Thinking at Pok-a-Moonshine 
- just over the U.S. border -
received at least two if not 
three repeats. But in at least 
one case the first pitch was 
aided by placing tied-off 
screws in the crack. The 
Waterfall at Poko has also 
seen some activity by both 
Canadian and American 
teams. 
Pierre Sassier and Raymond 
Jotterand made the first 
ascent of the Devil's Tooth 
at Shawbridge (north of 
Montreal) on February 10. 
The 170ft. route was done in 
two pitches and is quite 
vertical, similar to the Water
fall in character. 
During the summer few 
people visited the Malbaie 
area or the Cap Trinite, 
probably because of approach 

problems. On the other hand, 
the Montreal area has gone 
through a little revival with 
the freeing of former aid 
routes and the establishment 
of what seems to be the 
first 5.10 in the province. The 
"star" behind these climbs is 
Normand Cadieux of Montreal. 
At Val David Cadieux did the 
third ascent of the Crown, 
Turner's 5.9 route, which had 
the reputation of being un
protectable and tough; he 
feels the climb is only 5.8 
now, protection being fine 
with the use of chocks (pins 
do not go in). The climb was 
done at least six times over 
the summer. Followed by 
Marc Blais, Cadieux put up 
Crown Diamond, a 5.10 
beside the Crown and this has 
been repeated three times -
always led by Normand! 
Cadieux and Pierre Edward 
Gagnon also did Levitation, 
a tough 5.10 which after 
several attempts still waits for 
a second ascent; Cadieux 
rappeled to examine the route, 
and rested on one pin to 
clean a hold. All the aid routes 
at the Condor cliff have been 
freed, the hardest being 
Double Fissure (5.10). At 
Wier, Normand and Marc Blais 
freed Black and White which 
would be the hardest climb in 
Quebec, a good 5.10. The 
climb is a three-pitch diedre 
with an overhang and over
hanging chimney. 

Correspondent: Jotterand 

took a total of five days (two 
days were spent on an attempt 
and three days were taken on 
the final ascent) with difficult 
and awkward aid climbing on 
the lower section - grade V 
5.9, A4. 

Colorado 
Ed Webster writes: 
"While reading Bob Godfrey 
and Dudley Chelton's book 
Climb, I discovered an error 
in my story, In the Company 
of Friends, in Mountain 56. 
The first ascent of The 
Diagonal on North Chasm 
View Wall in The Black 
Canyon, Colorado, was made 
over three days by Layton 
Kor, Tex Bossier, and Jim 
McCarthy - not Kor and 
Wayne Goss, as I had heard in 
rumour. Apparently Kor later 
remarked that an eight-hour 
A5 lead on the upper headwall 
of the route was amongst the 
hardest artificial pitches 
he'd ever climbed. In that 
light, Earl Wiggens and Jim 

THE ALPS 

DOLOMITES 

Cima Ovest: N. Face 
A new route up the left-hand 
side of the face was climbed 
by three Czechs - Z. Demjan, 
J. Provaznik and P. Zelina -
between August 21 and 24, 
1977. No details are available. 

Pala di S. Martino: Spiz 
di Lagunaz 
Renato Casarotto and Bruno 
di Dona climbed a new route 
up the South Diedre on 26-27 
March, 1977. The difficulties 
are mainly free climbing, with 
many grade 6 pitches, but 
there are also a few artificial 
pitches, one of which is A3. 
The climb is reported to be 
extremely difficult. 

Cima Su Alto: N. W. Face 
Four Polish climbers, 
Sbigniew Laskowski, Janus 
Sokrek, Alexander Warm and 
Andrej Crok made the first 
winter ascent of the Piussi/ 
Anghileri Route. This is the 
arete of the famous Livanos 
Diedre. The climb was made 
in the first week of March 
1977. 

CHURFIRSTENGRUPPE 

Zustoll: S. Face 
In September 1977 John 
Penning and Peter Cresswell 
made what appears to be the 
first British ascent of the 
South Face. They followed 
the description and diagram 
from Im Extremen Fels, as 
there is no English guidebook. 

PENNINE ALPS 
Matterhorn: N. Face 
Tobin Sorenson rounded off 
a fine 1977 Alpine season with 
a solo ascent of the Schmid 
Route in December. Though 

Dunn's near-free ascent of 
The Diagonal in one day 
seems all the more remarkable. 
"Chattering with Pat Ament 
last summer, I discovered 
that his story Kor in the 
Black Canyon (Mountain 50) 
concerned the first attempt 
made on the route eventually 
climbed with aid by Kor and 
Larry Dalke, climbed free by 
Dunn and Wiggens, now 
known as The Cruise. Climb
ing in the canyon certainly 
has evolved a long way, and 
the future appears to promise 
greater joys." 
Correction 
The report published in 
Mountain 58 incorrectly 
stated that John Bachar had 
belayed at the bolt during 
his first free lead of Wisdom 
Roof in El Dorado Springs 
Canyon. Bachar did not do 
this, but the second free 
ascent party did. 
Correspondents: Lewis, Gore, 
Sharp and Morris. 

the climb was made on 
December 19, and the winter 
season officially does not 
start until the 21st, the 
climb was made in full winter 
conditions. There was deep 
snow and powder at the 
start of the climb and the 
route was well covered after 
a snowfall. The climb took 
9 hours. 
Monte Leone: E. Spur 
Gulmini Remo and Rodolfo 
Ernesto made the first winter 
ascent of the Bonacossa-
Vital i Route on March 7-8, 
1977. After a bivouac at the 
foot of the climb the pair had 
two more, one on the face 
and one on the descent. 

Punta Gnifetti 
Walter Rommen and Gianni 
Tagliaferri made the first 
winter ascent of the North
East Spur. The climb, which 
took two days with one 
bivouac on the face, was 
made in January 1977. 
Lyskamm: N. Face 
Raymond Jotterand and 
Pierre Gassier climbed the 
Diemberger/Stefan Route, 
following the H iebeler varia
tion. They encountered much 
powder snow and were 
narrowly missed by a huge 
avalanche at half height. 

MONT BLANC GROUP 
Pierre Joseph 
Raymond Jotterand and Pierre 
Gassier made the second 
ascent of the E. D. Pillar on 
this point near the Leschaux 
refuge. They eliminated all 
but one of the aid placements 
on the climb, which goes up 
steep slabs and a vertical, 
featureless died re. The climb 
is worthwhile, especially for 
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people waiting at the Leschaux 
for the weather to clear. A 
full description is in the hut 
book: it is graded VI, A2, 
E.D., but is VI+ if done free. 
Les Droites: N. Face 
A new route up the left 
side of the face was climbed 
on July 23-24 by three 
Czechs, P. Bednarik, S. Talia 
and J. Tallova. No details are 
available. 

DAUPHINE 
Ailefroide: N. W. Face 
Martin Wragg and John 
Bickerdike made what was 
probably the only ascent of 
the Devies/Gervasutti Route 
in the summer of 1977. The 
ascent, which took "18 hours 
spread over two days in a fairly 
leisurely fashion", was made 
in very icy conditions. There 
was so much ice in the 150m. 
chimney in the upper section 
that the first pitch was 
almost impossible to enter. 
Apparently the "good bivouac 
ledges" mentioned in the 
English guide above and left 
of the Crescent Ledges do 
not exist. There are good 
bivouac places at the top of 
both the first and the second 
couloirs above the Crescent 
Ledges. 
Tlie English description of 
the descent is also ambiguous. 
Wragg and Bickerdike offer 
the following advice: 
"Traverse the ridge to the east 
until a large difficult gendarme 
is encountered. Below this 
is a steep and evil couloir 
with a minor rib formation on 
its true left bank. This rib 
can be followed for a long 
way until it gives access to 
the diagonal ledges mentioned 
in the guide." The ambiguity 
in the guide stems from the 
fact that the mountain is 
covered in couloirs, but the 
difficult gendarme is obvious. 

Dome des Ecrins: 
N.W.Face 
Bernard Francon and Jean 
Cambon climbed the pillar 
to the left of the Central 
Pillar on August 6-7. The 
2,600ft. ascent took 22 
hours' climbing time, and is 
graded E.D.inf. with several 
pitches of 6 and A 1. The 
main difficulties are on the 
two obvious towers, Tour 
Grise and Tour Rouge and 
the party bivouacked between 
them. They encountered 
snow and verglas during the 
summer's indifferent weather. 
The route is compared favour
ably to the Devies/Gervasutti 
on the North-West Face of 
the Ailefroide, and retreat 
would be very tricky after 
the first tower, the Tour 
Grise. 

Correspondents: Penning, 
Wragg, Fowler, Jotterand and 
Francon. 
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BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Creagh Dubh,Newtonmore 
Several new routes have been 
done here, Dave Cuthbertson 
being the main contributor. 
With Fergus Allison he climb
ed the wall right of Romp, 
and then followed a diagonal 
quartz break leftwards over a 
bulge to finish up a slab 
overlooking the final groove 
of Smirnoff, to give Break
away (200ft., HVS, 5a), and 
with Rob Anderson he put up 
Quickie (100ft., HVS, 5a), 
which climbs the slabby wall 
between Neglige and Down
town Lunch. On Bedtime 
Buttress, Upper Tier, Muph 
Dive received its first free 
ascent from Murray Hamilton 
and Fergus Allison, using one 
yo-yo, though this was 
dispensed with by Cuthbert
son and Rob Anderson who 
repeated the route on the 
following day. The same pair 
added Ruff Hicks (70ft., E3, 
5c), which follows a quartz
filled crack some 30ft. left 
of Muph Dive, and with 
Douglas Mullin, Cuthbertson 
climbed the wall right of 
Muph Dive to give Muphin 
the Mule (100ft., E1, 5b). 
Finally, Cuthbertson and 
Mullin made an interesting 
girdle of the Great Wall, 
producing Rising Damp 
(320ft., E1, 4c, 5a, 5a). The 
route starts up Run Free, 
traverses right to belay as for 
The Brute, crosses to the 
niche on Inbred, then descends 
the bulge on Strapadicktaemi 
and follows an obvious line 
across The Minge to join 
Migraine. It was repeated the 
following weekend by Derek 
Jamieson and Alan Taylor, 
who confirmed its quality. 

' Winter 
Our notes regarding the 
winter season 1976/77 in 
Mountain 55 did not include 
the following details; 
At the end of January Bob 
Milward and F.A. von Gement 
put up a new route on 
Gardyloo Buttress - Right 
Edge (500ft., 111, IV) starts 
as for Smith's Route then 
moves right to gain the right
hand crest, which is followed 
to the top in a fine position. 
Also of some merit, are 
Breda Arkless's ascents of 
five major ice climbs in one 
week - a feat made all the 
more remarkable since she 
was pregnant at the time. She 
led Zero Gully, Point Five 
Gully, Green Gully, Hadrian's 
Wall and Comb Gully 
Buttress. A notable coup for 
the ladies. 
Creag Meagaidh 
Our apologies to John Nash, 
who has been responsible for 
several first ascents in the 
area (see Mountain 50), for 

confusing his name with that 
of Roy Nash. Apparently Roy 
Nash does not exist as a 
climber, but was once a 
member of the British Bob
sleigh Team. 

LAKE DISTRICT 
Langdale 
On White Ghyll, Ed Cleasby 
soloed the hanging rib about 
60ft. right of Man of Straw 
to give Ethics of War (80ft., 
MXS). The upper section had 
been climbed before by 
traversing in from the left, 
but on his ascent Cleasby 
pulled through the roof at the 
foot of the rib and followed 
it direct. 
On Deer Bield, Cleasby and 
John Eastham climbed the 
sharp arete to the left of Deer 
Bield Buttress to give El 
Dorado ( 180ft., XS), and with 
Rob Matheson, Cleasby made 
a free ascent of Pendulum 
which they say "should have 
been done years ago" and just 
warrants E2. 
Eastern Crags 
On Raven Crag, Thirlmere 
Eastham, Cleasby and 
Matheson added Common 
Man (280ft., XS), which takes 
a direct line up the wall left 
of Empire. The climbing is 
said to be similar to that on 
Empire and repeat ascents 
have confirmed its quality. 
On Dove Crag, Pete Whillance 
and Dave Armstrong put up 
Aurora (310ft., E3), the main 
pitch taking the wall between 
Hiraeth and Mordor. 
Bob Hutchinson and John 
Earl have climbed four new 
routes on Thrang Crag in the 
Bannerdale valley. On the 
Lower Crag they climbed the 
overhanging wall right of The 
Lurcher to give Jude the 
Obscure (130ft., XS), and 
also added Locusts (130ft., 
HVS) which follows an 
obvious groove further to the 
left. On the Upper Crag, the 
two corners to the right of 
Mole gave The Wilderness 
(100ft., HVS) and John 
Baptist (100ft., HVS). 

Borrowdale 
On Black Crag, Pete Gomersall 
and Bonny Masson climbed a 
direct line between Grand 
Alliance and The Leastest to 
give Prana (200ft., E3). They 
say that the route is similar to, 
but slightly harder than, 
Grand Alliance. Livesey's 
route, Scrutineer was repeated 
by Cleasby and Graham 
Summers, taking a more direct 
line through the overhang, 
using "skilful application of 
rope drag". 
On Goat Crag, Pete Botterill 
and Martin Berzins added the 
Mirage Finish (E3) to Bit~er 
Oasis, which follows the line 
of the old direct finish to 
Great Buttress, using no aid, 

but the old bolts for protection. 
On Eagle Crag, Jeff Lamb and 
Bill Freeland added a direct 
start to Inquest (XS), and also 
eliminated the aid peg in the 
main groove. 

Gable Area 
On Tophet Wall, Whillance and 
Armstrong added a serious 
route up the wall to the 
right of Vikings, to give 
Supernatural (260ft., E4, 5c, 
6a, 5a). Also on the Napes, they 
climbed The Layman (185ft., 
E2) which takes the slender 
tac; between Crocodile Crack 
and Alligator Crawl, and 
round on Gable Crag the 
same pair added Sarcophagus 
(215ft., E2), which takes a 
direct line from the top of 
the first pitch of Tomb. It 
was repeated the same day by 
Botterill and John Adams. 
On Heron Crag, T.W. Birkett 
and R. Graham climbed the 
left side of the big scoop left 
of Flanker to give Mean Feet 
(240ft., XS). 

Scafell Area 
On Esk Buttress, Bob and 
Martin Berzins followed a 
groove line between Hydra 
and Black Sunday to give 
Humdrum (180ft., E2). At 
first they thought that it had 
been climbed before because 
the rock was very clean, but 
after asking around it seems 
that it is a bona fide new route. 

Dow Crag 
Andy Hyslop and Ricky 
Graham have climbed a 
girdle of the Leopard's Crawl 
wall, on 'B' Buttress. En
titled Born Free ( 170ft., E 1), 
it crosses the wall from right 
to left, starting from the 
niche on Murray's Super 
Direct, and is said to give some 
of the finest situations on the 
wall. 

SOUTH WALES 
Wintour's Leap 
The appear;mce of the new 
Wye Valley guidebook has 
already sparked off develop
ment in the form of two 
major free routes on the 
Great Overhanging Wall. The 
most impressive was the work 
of Littlejohn and Pete Board
man, and is called The Jackal 
(330ft., E4, 6a). It follows 
Technician to the overhangs, 
moves left to break through 
them as for Pulsating Rainbow, 
continues as for Technician 
as far as_ the Burning Giraffe, 
and then finishes up a groove 
system to the top. The rock 
between Kangaroo Wall and 
The Jackal provided Little
john and Chris King with 
Hyena Cage (280ft., E3, 5c), 
which takes in 60ft. of 
previously aided climbing on 
Pulsating Rainbow. King also 
made a free ascent of Kang
aroo Wall, giving two pitches 
of sustained 5c climbing. 

---



Above: S. H. Wall, Crafnant Valley, Photo: Ian Reynolds 

No. Name Grade Standard 1st Ascent 

Legolas HS 4b 1967 Booth/Reeves/ 
Williams 

2 The Hobbler E2 5b 1968 M. Reeves/ 
B. Reeves 

3 Skylark HVS/Al 5a 4c 1968 Grieve/Reeves 

4* Oriole E2 5c 5a 1967 Grieve/Reeves 

5* Phoenix E2 5c 5a 1966 Ball/Reeves 

6 Clonus E2 5c 4b 1964 Reeves/Hornby 
(Free: R. Edwards) 

7 Connies E2 5b 4b 1961 James/Lees 
Crack 

8 Snowdrop E3 5b 6a 1970 Boardman/Reeves/ 
Oliver/Wragg 

9 Astoroth E2 5c 4c 1961 Ingle/Nunn 

10 Beelzebub HVS 5a 4c 1960 Brayshaw/Nunn 

11 Gondor El 5b 4c 1967 Pownall/Grieve/ 
Reeves 

12 Prometheus HVS 5a 4b 1962 Jones/Williams/ 
Reeves (With 1 
point Reeves 1968) 

13 Prometheus El 5a 1968 M . Reeves/ 
Direct B. Reeves 

14 Mordor El 5b 5a 1968 Grieve/Pownall / 
Boardman (1st 
pitch free: Shaw 
1969) 

15 Stentor vs 4c 4b 1965 Finn/Clark 

16 The Web E2 4c 5b 1967 Reeves/Clark 

17 Jofad vs 4c 4b 1958 Brayshaw/Sk i It/ 
Froggatt 

18 Linkway s 4b 4a 1961 Will iams/Reeves 

19 Gobeithio HVS 4b 5a 1964 Reeves/Williams 

20 Daisy Chain HVS 4a 5a 5a 
4c 5a 4b 1962 James/Yates 

21* Storm E2 5c 5a 5a 1966 Grieve/Reeves 
(low girdle) 4c 5a 4b 

* The first pitch, common to all three climbs, led free by 
M. Boysen 1976. 

NORTH WALES 

Crafnant Valley 
Because of the changes in 
Climber's Club guidebook 
areas, it is I ikely that the 
Crafnant Valley will not be 
included in a guide for the 
next few years. There is much 
good climbing there and one 
crap in particular merits 
attention. This steep crag in 
the Crafnant Valley, known 
as S.H. Wall, was worked 
out intensively in the 60s, 
mainly by members of the 
Mynydd Climbing Club. The 
crag is 150ft. high and over
hangs over 25ft. in its central 
section. Although some aid 
points have been reduced 
since then, in particular on 
the first pitches, where the 
rock is at its most overhang
ing, over half the routes 
listed have had only one or 
two ascents. 
Phoenix, Clonus, Snowdrop 
and The Web are probably 
the best routes. Sky/ash is 
an obvious candidate for 
tidying up. Lego/as, Stentor 
and Jofad are probably the 
poorest routes. Linkway is a 
very pleasant Severe, and 
Bobeitho has a very exciting 
top pitch for HVS. The 
Hobbler has only had one 
ascent but is supposed to be 
poorly protected. 

Correspondents : 
Cuthbertson, Cleasby, Clegg, 
Littlejohn, Sharp, Boardman, 

Tremadog 
Rock Fall 
The most severe natural rock
fall to date occurred between 
Craig Pant /fan and Craig 
Bwlch-y-moch on December 
13. Three large blocks were 
detached by natural erosion 
and fell from 150ft. up the 
hillside on to the first house 
on the Tremadog side of 
Bwlch-y-moch Farm. The 
rear of the house was virtually 
demolished and the woman 
who lived there was fortuna
te to escape with her life. By 
chance she was pinned 
beneath her refrigerator as it 
fell. This undoubtedly saved 
her, but her injuries included 
a broken pelvis and internal 
damage. 
The rockfall had nothing to 
do with climbing. The area 
involved is between the 
descent route behind the 
farm and the first possible 
line of ascent to Pant !fan: 
100 yds away from any 
footpath . . 
The incident has brought up 
the whole matter of the 
safety of the Tremadog cliffs. 
Dwyfor District Council, the 
local authority concerned 
with housing, have employed 
a firm of consultant engineers 
to survey Craig-y-Dref, the 
rocks immediately behind 
the Town Hall in Tremadog. 
As a result they propose 
extensive "dental work" 
fixing the loose rocks with 
bolts, wire-net and cement to 
make the houses safe. No 
action affects Craig-y-Castell. 
The Nature Conservancy, the 
landowner for Pant /fan, are 
also considering what action 
to take in view of the fact 
that the engineers, James 
Williamson of Colwyn Bay, 
have stated that the crag is in·, 
'very dangerous' condition. 
The B.M.C. propose to 
commission an independent 
geological survey in order to 
have a second opinion. 
Many notices have been 
posted in the area asking 
climbers to refrain from 
going on to the cliffs involved. 
This is not an unreasonable 
request in view of the very 
apparent local fear of injury 
and/or loss of home. Please 
treat these notices with 
respect. 

Correction 
In the comments on the "Mr. 
X affair" in Mountain 58 it 
was stated that" ... all X's 
routes on Anglesey have 
since been climbed with 
po ints of aid." Alec Sharp 
would like to point out that 
this is not strictly true, as his 
and Steve Humphries' ascent 
of Eternal Optimist was 
done completely free. 
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NANGA PARBAT 
36 people have lost their lives during the 22 expeditions which have attempt
ed Nanga Parbat. Only 5 teams have been to the summit by 4 different 
routes. The first ascent, completed solo by Hermann Buhl (above), is still one 
of the great mountaineering feats. G.O. and NORMAN DYRHENFURTH 
recount the history of all the attempts on this mountain. 
THE PEAK WHICH IS, next to Mount 
Everest, perhaps the best-known of all 14 
Achttausender rises some 125km north 
of Srinagar, capital of Kashmir. Derived 
from the Sanskrit Nanga Parvata, the 
Kashmiri name means "Naked Mountain". 
Its other name - Diamir, "King of 
Mountains" - would be more beautiful 
as well as appropriate, but it is no longer 
being used. The Survey of India gave its 
height as 26,620ft., but according to 
more recent and highly accurate photo
grammetric measurements undertaken by 
Prof. R. Finsterwalder in 1934, the 
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mountain should be rated at 26,658ft. 
This western corner-stone of the great 

Himalayan arc towers close to 23 ,000ft. 
above the arid valley of the Indus to the 
south. The mountain's reputation has 
been positively frightening. Back in 1841 
a huge rockside dammed up the Indus to 
form a large lake. When the dam broke at 
last, a tremendous flood wave carried 
death and destruction in its path. An 
entire Sikh army fell victim to the raging 
torrent. In mountaineering circles as well, 
the mountain assumed an aura of dread 
and malevolence that lasted for more 

than half a century. The history of the 
great battle for its lofty summit is 
certainly extremely dramatic. 

1895: The first expedition was com
posed of A.F. Mummery, one of the 
extraordinary mountaineers of his time, 
G. Hastings and J. Norman Collie, who 
were later joined by C.G. Bruce. From 
the Rupal . valley they studied the 
southern and south-eastern approaches to 
the mountain, an immense bulwark more 
than 14,000ft. above its base. They 
proceeded to cross the Mazeno Pass 
(17 ,580ft.) six miles west of the Main 



Summit and moved their base camp to 
the Diamir valley. It was here that 
Mummery, accompanied by two Gurkhas 
- one of whom later dropped out -
made a bold attack in the fall-line from 
the giant peak's highest elevation. Sur
mounting all difficulties on a steep rock 
ridge, he reached a height of about 
20,000ft.; but in those early days of 
Himalayan exploration such things as 
supply-lines or careful logistical planning 
were unheard of. They were short of 
food, and Mummery's companion 
Ragobir suffered from altitude sickness . 
They had no choice but to retreat. 

In spite of this disappointment, it was 
decided to explore the northern side of 
the mountain. The bulk ofthe expedition 
went around its base, traversed three 
small passes and reached the Rakiot 
valley. With his two Gurkhas Mummery 
intended to get there by crossing one of 
the Diama Cols, a 20,350ft. dip in Nanga 
Parbat's north ridge. Those in the 
Rakhiot valley waited for them in vain. 
All subsequent searches for the missing 
men proved fruitless. The most probable 
explanation is that Mummery and his two 
companions fell victim to an avalanche. 
Later expeditions recognised just how 
dangerous the approaches to the Diama 
Glacier were. The tragic and unexplained 
death of this famous British climber and 
his brave Gurkha companions aroused 
almost as much public interest at the time 
as the mysterious disappearance of 
Mallory and Irvine on Everest almost 30 
years later. 

1932: The outstanding German 
mountaineer Willo Welzenbach was to 
lead the German-American Himalayan 
Expedition, but unforeseen professional 
reasons kept him at home. His place was 
taken by Willy Merkl. Among the 
members were Peter Aschenbrenner, Fritz 
Bechtold, Fritz Wiessner and the young 
American Rand Herron. After some delay 
permission to pass through Chilas on the 
north side of Nanga Parbat was finally 
granted, but only on condition that the 
expedition would not go near inhabited 
places beyond Astor. This unfortunate 
restriction compelled them to traverse 
three trackless ridges from the Indus 
gorge to the Rakhiot valley. It was not 
until June 24, fully 37 days since leaving 
Srinagar, that the expedition's permanent 
Base Camp could be established at about 
13,000ft. The theft of 10 duffle-bags 
with most of the clothing and equipment 
for the porters was a further serious 
setback. In addition, there were no 
Sherpas at all. 

Camp 1 (14,666ft.) was placed near 
the base of the north-east wall, Camp 2 
(17 ,553ft.) close to a rocky spur. Camp 3 
was an ice cave at about 19 ,350ft. At this 
point the heavily crevassed and dangerous 
portion of the Rakhiot Glacier had heen 
surmounted. Camp 4 (20,177ft.) stood 
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Above: The 17,000ft. South Buttress of Nanga Parbat. Photo: Schneider. 

on a broad plateau near the north-east 
ridge. After ascents of South Chongra 
Peak (21 , 15 5 ft.) and Rakhiot Peak 
(23,l 96ft.), Merkl decided to push 
ahead up the so-called Mu/de (trough, 
hollow) to the west of Rakhiot Peak, 
despite considerable avalanche danger and 
steep terrain. Heavy monsoon snowfall 
made this route extremely exhausting and 
precarious. On July 30 Camp 7 (22,800ft.) 
was pitched on the ridge west of Rakhiot 
Peak, but it was already too late. All 
further progress bogged down in bottom
less monsoon snow. By the end of August 
they had to admit defeat, but Merkl was 
firmly convinced that the mountain 
could be climbed by this route. 

1934: Merkl was now set on complet-

ing the task he had begun so well. 
Generous financial backing by the sports 
organisations of the German railroads 
enabled him to mount a large and power
ful expedition: nine climbers, one base 
camp administrator, three scientists and 
two transport officers. This time they 
were supported by 35 of the best 
Darjeeling Sherpas and 500 porters! 

The first four camps were established 
in short order, their location almost 
identical to 1932. Suddenly tragedy 
struck: pulmonary oedema took the life 
of Alfred Drexel on June 8. All climbers 
and Sherpas were called back to Base to 
attend the funeral. Another crisis arose: 
they were almost out of tsampa, the 
barley-meal for the Sherpas, and addi
tional supplies failed to arrive on sche-
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Above: The Rakhiot face, the flank on which the original route was made. Passing 
behind the black moraine in the centre of the picture the route goes diagonal(y up 
left, beneath the rocks, and out to beneath the left hand skyline peak. (Rakhiot Peak 
23,196ft.). The safe site for Camp IV is on the sunlit area to the left. The 'Moor's 
Head' is to the right below the cloud on the snow arete leading to the South East Peak 
(24, 705ft.). Between there and the North East Peak (24,925ft.) is the Silbersattel. The 
ridge then runs away from view to the North Peak (25,541ft.) _and the Main Summit 
(26,620ft. ). The summit is at the right edge of the photograph apparent(y lower due to 
perspectil'e. The photograph was . taken in 1934 from the 'Fairy Meadow' twelve 
miles from the summit. Photo: Bechtold. 

dule. Eleven beautifully clear and 
Windless days went by - with everybody 
sitting around Base Camp! Not until June 
22 could a fresh start be made, and 
Camp 4 (20,293ft), the Advance Base , 
was reoccupied on June 25. A total of 17 
irretrievable days had been lost , but the 
expedition's leadership was neither overly 
concerned nor in a hurry. It was not un ti! 
July 4 that the real summit push was 
started from Camp 5 (22,000ft.) under
neath the steep face of Rakhiot Peak. 

Too many climbers were scheduled to 
try for the summit on the same day. This 
placed far too heavy a burden on the 
expendition's logistics, but Merkl 
dreamed of a "pilgrimage" to the top of 
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the first Achttausender by five members 
of the assault team, himself included. The 
new Camp 7 (23,130ft) was pitched on 
the Schaumrollengrat (Foam Roll Ridge) 
on July 5, and on the next day Erwin 
Schneider and Peter Aschenbrenner, the 
only Tyroleans (i.e. Austrians) in the 
group, cut a long row of steps up the 
steep incline leading toward the Silber
sattel (Silver Saddle). They were in 
superb condition and reached the Saddle 
quite early in the morning. 

After a five-hour wait for the others, 
they pushed on across the huge neve 
plateau to a point just beneath the sub
sidiary summit (25 ,9 52ft.), where they 
found a suitable site for Camp 8 at about 

25 ,750ft. Once again they waited, but the 
others were unable to get past the Silber
sattel, where the Camp, was pitched at 
24,540ft. No one realizer :;t the time that 
a unique opportunity had been lost, for 
at the highest point reached by Schneider 
and Aschenbrenner while looking for a 
campsite, they were a mere 900ft. below 
and less than a mile short of Nanga 
Parbat's main summit. The Tyroleans 
could quite easily have climbed to the top 
in a few hours and got back safely to 
Camp 6 that same day, but they didn't 
consider it fair to sort of "run out on the 
others" and grab the summit honours for 
themselves . There had been no question 
in anybody's mind that July 7th would 
be the day of victory for the entire 
assault team. It was definitely not a case 
of expedition leader Merkl not having 
given them the "green light", as Erwin 
Schneider most emphatically pointed out 
in a recent conversation. 

At this exact point in time, during the 
night of July 6 to 7, a powerful monsoon 
storm struck the mountain's upper 
reaches. A terrible day followed, and an 
even more frightful second night. The 
only possible decision: withdrawal to 
Camp 4. At the suggestion of Welzenbach 
and Wieland - Merkl was so affected by 
altitude that he left decision-making to 
others - Schneider and Aschenbrenner 
assumed the task of breaking trail 
through waist-deep powder snow. The 
rest - three Sahibs and 11 Sherpas -
were to follow closely behind. Schneider 
went ahead, followed by Pasang, Nima 
Dorje and Pinzo Nurbu, with Aschen
brenner as anchor man . Some 300ft. 
below the Silbersattel, the storm reached 
such proportions that Nima Dorje was 
yanked from his steps, but Pasang and 
Aschenbrenner managed to hold him, 
after the wind had stripped him of his 
back-pack, which sailed across the ridge 
and down the Rupal Face. This left the 
five men with only a single sleeping-bag 
between them. They were faced with the 
necessity of having to reach Camp 5 or 
even Camp 4. Anything higher would 
have meant certain death from cold and 
exposure. In the blinding storm visibility 
had been reduced to less than 10 yards . 
Remembering huge overhanging cornices 
between Camp 7 and the Silbersattel, 
Schneider groped his way down mostly 
by instinct, being forced to retrace his 
steps numerous times when he found 
himself close to the edge. This proved 
very tiring, particularly for the Sherpas . 
When the fairly easy terrain below Camp 
7 was reached, Schneider and Aschen
brenner - in the interest of speed, and to 
save the Sherpas from having to. follow a 
zig-zag course - decided to unrope . They 
explained to their companions that they 
were to follow closely behind. Once, as 
the storm clouds parted briefly, they 
could catch a glimpse of the others 



coming off the Silbersattel. 
It was 7.0 p.m. when the two 

Austrians reachea Camp 4, after a truly 
superhuman effort. They were firmly 
convinced that their friends were directly 
behind them and would arrive at any 
moment. But only five Sherpas managed 
to pull through, utterly spent and suffer
ing serious frostbite. The three Germans 
- IBi Wieland, Willo Welzenbach and 
lastly Willy Merkl - perished, as did six 
courageous Sherpas. All rescue attempts 
from Camp 4 ended in failure. The snow 
never stopped falling. 

Thus ended this third assault on Nanga 
Parbat, but not without much acrimony 
and bitter arguments upon the survivors' 
return to Hitler's Germany. The two 
Tyroleans, who had spearheaded the 
summit push and broken trail during 
that nightmarish retreat from Camp 8, 
were accused of having abandoned their 
comrades in order to save their own lives! 
A so-called "Court of Honour", presided 
over by leading Munich mountaineers 
close to "Reichssportfuhrer" von 
Tschammer und Osten, declared 
Schneider and Aschenbrenner, two of 
the world's leading mountaineers, to be 
"without honour"! Anyone who has ever 
gone through an experience comparable 
to the Nanga Parbat disaster knows the 
utter absurdity and terrible unfairness of 
the court's decision. 

1937: Paul Bauer and his newly
formed Deutsche Himalaja-Stiftung 
(German Himalayan 'Foundation) took up 
the challenge. The new venture was 
placed under the leadership of his friend 
Karl Wien. The team was made up of 
seven climbers, mostly from Munich, and 
two scientists. Schneider and Aschen
brenner were not invited. 

Camp 4 was established on June 11, 
but this time further west than in 1934, 
in a hollow closer to Rakhiot Peak. On 
June 14 loads began to be carried up to 
Camp 5, which was to be occupied by 
part of the team the next day. On the 
night of the 14th, Advance Base was 
unusually heavily manned: all seven 
members of the climbing-team and nine 
Sherpas. A few minutes past midnight an 
avalanche came off the ice-fall below 
Rakhiot Peak and buried the entire 
Camp and its 16 occupants. 

Dr. U. Luft discovered the disaster 
when he came up from Base Camp four 
days later. A special task-force, led by 
Paul Bauer, flew to India and rushed to 
the scene of the tragedy. Part of Camp 4 
was excavated, some diaries and personal 
mementos were recovered. All watches 
had stopped at twenty minutes past 
midnight. Much has been written about 
this disaster, but at no time could a 
plausible explanation be found for the 
decision to place Camp 4 in that hollow 
beneath the ice-fall of Rakhiot Peak. 

1938: A new team under the personal 
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Above: Shoulder and Main Summit of Nanga Parbat seen from the Subsidiary 
Summit (25,953ft.). Looking down on the Bazhin Gap (25,630ft.) and the line of 
Hermann Buhl's ascent in 1953. His bivouac site was somewhere on the ridge to the 
Shoulder. Photo: Ivan Urbanovic, 19 71 Czechoslovakian Expedition. 

leadership of Paul Bauer took up the 
Challenge of Germany's "mountain of 
fate". A three-engine Junkers aircraft, 
stationed in Srinagar, was used to fly in 
equipment and provisions. Once more a 
strong expedition seemed to hold all the 
trump cards, but once again the mountain 
remained victorious. Persistent bad
weather periods and unfavourable snow 
conditions forced the men repeatedly to 
withdraw to Base. The location of Camp 
6 (1934) was reached at last on July 22. 
Near the rocky outcrop known as 
Mohrenkopf Moor's Head) the well
preserved bodies of Merkl and his faithful 
Sherpa Gyali ("Gaylay") were found and 
properly buried. Several attempts to 
reach the Silbersattel failed due to hope-

lessly bad conditions. Bauer had no 
choice but to order the mountain evacu
ated, but this time at least there had 
been no loss of life. At the conclusion 
some members made extensive flights 
around the mountain's inviolate summit 
and photographed it from all sides. 

1939: Some doubts had arisen as to 
whether the route initiated in 1932 was 
indeed the only feasible approach to the 
summit. The old Mummery Route on the 
Diamir side had become interesting again 
and was to be thoroughly investigated. A 
small expedition with Peter Aufschnaiter 
and Heinrich Harrer was given the assign
ment. Mummery's original route proved 
to be dangerously exposed to avalanches. 
Attention was focused on the rock ribs to 
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" ... this 40 hour solo effort ... was an incredible performance ... Men of 
Buhl's quality are rare indeed ... " 

the north-east. A height of about 
19,350ft. was reached on- the "central 
rib" beneath North Peak I (25 ,643ft.). 
Here too they were threatened by aval
anches and falling rocks. Not just the 
technical problems, but the objective 
dangers proved troublesome. At the 
outbreak of World War II the expedition 
members were interned by the British and 
placed in a prisoner-of-war camp at 
Ahmednagar. Their adventurous escape to 
Tibet is well d·ocumented - in fact 
Heinrich Harrer's best-selling book Seven 
Years in Tibet brought him fame, fortune 
and an honorary professorship bestowed 
upon him by Austria's President. 

1950: Three Englishmen intended to 
spend some time in the Northern 
Karakoram, but permission from the 
Pakistan Government did not come forth. 
Rather than return home then and there, 
they decided on a winter reconnaissance 
of Nanga Parbat, though they were in no 
way equipped for low temperatures at 
high altitude. Base Camp was occupied on 
November 11. Quite understandably, 
their four Sherpas were not very keen on 
proceeding in the face of winter. The 
warnings of Tensing - since 1953 known 
as Tenzing Norgay - went unheeded. 
Carrying everything themselves, the three 
sahibs pushed on. R.H. Marsh returned to 
Base on November 18th, suffering from 
frostbite, but J.W. Thornley and W.H. 
Grace continued their move up the 
Rakhiot Glacier. They were plainly visible 
until December 1, when they made camp 
at about 18,000ft. They were never seen 
again. After a heavy snow-storm the tent, 
too, had disappeared. Aircraft on obser
vation flights saw nothing to report. 

Diamir, "King of Mom1tains", had 
claimed the lives of 14 European and 17 
local climbers by now ... 

1953: This was the year of decision, 
on Everest as well as on Nanga Parbat. 
The thought of a German-Austrian 
expedition was in the air, but the man 
who after a great struggle finally made it 
happen was not really a mountaineer, 
but a physician with rather limited 
climbing experience: Dr. Karl-Maria 
Herrligkoffer, a step-brother of Willy 
Merkl's, was only 17 at the time of the 
latter's death. He now felt called upon to 
take on the challenge and to bring the 
work begun by his "idol" in 1932 to 
fruition. He probably did not have as 
much as an inkling, at the outset, of the 
many and varied obstacles which had to 
be overcome. 

In the end, Herrligkoffer succeeded in 
financing and mounting this considerable 
undertaking in the teeth of all opposition 
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- a great feat of endurance which proved 
his exceptional toughness, something he 
has demonstrated time and again in his 
many battles up to this very day. But 
what the doctor from Munich could not 
do was to assume the leadership of the 
expedition on the mountain himself, as 
John Hunt was able to do so successfully 
on Everest in the same year. This had 
been clear from the beginning, and the 
"climbing leadership" was entrusted to 
none other than Peter Aschenbrenner 
who knew the mountain from 1932 and 
1934. His job as guardian of the 
Stripsenjoch Hut made it difficult for him 
to get away. Travelling out after the 
expedition, he joined it as late as possible 
and he had no desire to stay with it to the 
end. 

The difficulties of the undertaking 
were greatly increased by the fact that 
the invaluable Sherpas had not been given 
entry-permits. The headstrong Hunza 
men were a somewhat doubtful substi
tute. Owing to the acute lack of adequate 
high-altitude porters, the establishment of 
Camps 1 and 2 was a long-drawn-out 
affair. A new site was found for Camp 3 
at about 20,200ft., and the old site 5 
underneath the flanks of Rakhiot Peak 
became the new Camp 4 (2 l ,950ft.) 
During these operations Kuno Rainer, 
outstanding mountain-guide from 
Innsbruck who was always ready and 
eager for more work, had almost worn 
himself out; in the end he had to go down 
to Base Camp with inflammation of the 
veins. To cap everything on June 21 the 
weather, which had mostly been fair, 
broke and the following days brought 
heavy snowfall. An attempt to push 
ahead on June 28 petered out at the end 
of the steep traverse below Rakhiot Peak . 
There was every indication of complete 
failure and Aschenbrenner, anxious to 
return to his job at the Stripsenjoch Hut , 
sent out the signal for a general retreat . 
Everyone was to come down, because the 
monsoon had come and they were all in 
need of rest and recuperation at Base 
Camp . 

At this precise moment the weather 
changed again. On June 30 it cleared 
completely, and the four men who had 
stayed up at Camp 3 - Hans Ertl, Dr. 
Walter Frauenberger, Hermann Buhl and 
Otto Kempter - refused to obey their 
leader's oft-repeated instructions over the 
walkie-talkie. A number of conversations 
took place - apparently unequivocal in 
form and content - and finally those in 
authority gave way. Those up on the 
mountain received full justification, in 
the shape of an unbroken period of 

glorious weather lasting for the next 13 
days . 

Hans Eartl , a lead climber on G.O . 
Dyhrenfurth's International Himalayan 
Expedition of 1934, played a decisive 
part in the success that followed . It was 
he who threw his full support behind the 
summit push ; in spite of the woeful lack 
of porters he carried his professional 
35mm. motion picture camera and heavy 
tripod up to great heights and produced 
an outstandingly dramatic, artistic film -
a performance all the more astonishing 
because he was then 45 years old . 

Dr. Walter Frauenberger's contribution 
was equally great. By his patient and 
kindly methods he succeeded in getting 
four Hunzas to carry across the Rakhiot 
Peak traverse; this alone made it possible 
to establish the new Camp 5 (22,650ft.) 
on July 2, in the deepest notch behind 
the Mohrenkopf. and to stock it with all 
the essentials. 

The actual climb to the top, a solo 
performance by Hermann Buhl, was 
absolutely unique, as every mountainee r 
in the world knows. 

Allowing for the altitude loss in 
descending to the Bazhin Gap , the ascent 
from Camp 5 to the summit involved 
almosdt 4,400ft. of climbing. Buhl set 
out at about 2.30 a.m. on July 3 , 
followed more than half an hour later by 
Kempter: he reached the Silbersattel 
towards seven o'clock and began to cross 
the high snow-plateau. Kempter, unable 
to catch up with his eompanion, gave up 
at that point, with the result that Buhl 
was practically without provisions. In 
spite of great "glacier lassitude" he went 
on, first to a depression between the 
Diamir Gap (25 ,300ft.) and the subsidi
ary summit (25,953ft.), then down on 
the western side to the Bazhin Gap 
(25 ,630ft.), which he did not reach until 
about 2 p.m. Buhl rated the technical 
problems of the rocky ridge to the 
Shoulder (26,4 78ft.) as between IV and 
V. Here he took two Pervitin tablets. The 
final summit slope extended him to the 
fullest. He reached the Summit just 
before 7 p.m., dug his ice-axe into the 
snow and took some pictures of his 
Tyrolean pennants and the flag of Pakis
tan. He left the axe with the flag of the 
host country up there . .. 

Quickly he descended to the Shoulder. 
Here he could have found a good bivouac 
site, but he wanted to take advantage of 
the remaining daylight and continued 
down along the left-hand (Diamir) side 
of the ridge. His right crampon came off 
on a steep snow-slope; he managed to 
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save it, but lost the strap in the process. 
With only one crampon firmly secured, 
and rio ice-axe but ski poles instead, he 
experienced great difficulty in getting 
back on to rock again. Darkness had 
fallen by now: a bivouac at about 
26,250ft. became a necessity. Standing 
on a small, wobbly slab of rock, his right 
hand on a tiny hold, his left hanging on 
to the ski poles, "without any equipment 
for a ::i ivouac, no sleeping-bag, not even a 
rucksack". He had deposited his heavy 
pullover and other spare clothes on the 
plateau down below. To stimulate his 
circulation he took some Padutin tablets. 
By an extraordinary stroke of luck the 
night was almost windless and relatively 
warm. 

At first light, about 4 a.m., he moved 
on. There was no sensation in his feet, 
the boots were frozen stiff and the soles 
caked with ice. For the tiny hand-holds 
on the rocks he had to take his mittens 
off and lost one in the process. Hallucina
tions beset him, the type described by 
Frank Smythe on Everest, convincing him 
that he had a companion with whom he 
carried on conversations. Every step 
demanded extreme care. He descended a 
gully, traversed steep snow slopes and 
slabs, then went down another, ending in 
a 30ft. overhang which required all the 
concentration he had left. At last he 
reached the snow field below the Bazhin 
Gap and, in order to avoid the steep 
climb, embarked on a long traverse to the 
Diamir Gap. Slowed down because his 
right crampon - fastened with string -
came off frequently, he reached the rocks 
of the Diamir Gap towards noon. He was 
tortured by scorching heat, hunger and 
above all thirst, and his hallucinations, 
visual and aural, became much worse. The 
gusts of wind on the high snow-fields 
almost drove him to desperation, and the 
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Left: The Diamir Face. Above: Diamir face, aerial view from S. W. Left to 
right: Diamir Gap, Subsidiary Summit, Bazhin Gap (Hidden}, Shoulder, 
Main Summit. Diamir route left of centre, Messner's descent route to 
'Mummery Rib' plain(y visible. S. W. Ridge on the right. 
Photos: Deutsche Himalaja-Stiftung. 

short climb to the Silbersattel seemed 
endless (even with three Pervitin tablets 
as a stimulus). 

At about 5.30 p.m. at last he reached 
the Saddle. There, far below at Camp 5, 
he saw two figures - Ertl and Frauen
berger. 

"With feeble steps I went down the 
ridge in my old tracks," he writes. "Our 
meeting cannot be described". Later, Ertl 
told us: "When I saw him coming, I hid 
my emotion behind my responsibilities as 
film-maker and managed to shoot his last 
few steps towards us." And Walter 
Frauen berger ' wrote : "Our young friend's 
reappearance moved me almost as much 
as if it were the return of a prodigal son 
to his parents' arms." 

This 40-hour solo effort on the part of 
the Tyrolean "super climber" was an 
incredible performance of truly heroic 
dimensions: but let it be said at once that 
it is definitely not to be recommended as 
a standard method to be imitated by 
others in attempting an Achttausender. 
Men of Hermann Buhl's calibre are rare 
indeed. 

We do not propose of go into the 
serious dissensions between the members 
of the expedition. Infinitely more import
ant than any internal feuds is the fact 
that Nanga Parbat, whose malevolent 
shadow had lain across the path of 
Himalayan mountaineering for more than 
half a century, had been climbed at last. 

1961: Another expedition under Dr. 
Karl-Maria Herrligkoffer took a closer 
look at the Diamir side of Nanga Parbat. 
The route attempted lay in the centre 
between the "Mummery route" (right) 
and the "Aufschnaiter route" (left). An 
ice couloir of 50-55 degrees led to a 
difficult rock band (V), where 4,500ft. of 
stell cable had to be used . Camp 2 
(I 9,685ft.) was pitched on a narrow 

platform, and - after difficult ice-climb
ing - Camp 3 at 21,654ft. On June 20 
Toni Kinshofer, Jorg Lehne and Siegfried 
Low reached a bivouac site at 23 ,458ft., 
beneath the subsidiary summit (791 Om. 
25 ,953ft.), close to the bowl which leads 
up to the Bazhin Gap (25 ,630ft.) From 
here the climb was to be completed on 
Hermann Buhl's route of 1953. Heavy 
snowfall set in on June 21 and forced the 
lead climbers to withdraw. 

1962: Once again under the manage
ment of Dr. Herrligkoffer, an expedition 
succeeded on the Diamir side and 
completed the "direttissima" route 
attempted the previous year. Kinshofer, 
Low and Anderl Mannhardt reached the 
summit at 5 p .m. on June 22. Slowed 
down by storm and bitter cold, they were 
forced to bivouac on the way down, and 
on the following day, while the three 
summit men were descending unroped , 
Sigi Low took a bad fall which resulted in 
his death late that evening. The other two 
suffered severe frostbite and subsequent 
amputations. 

1963: Dr. Herrligkoffer's reconnaiss
ance team explored the Rupal side of the 
mountain. A relatively safe approach to 
its west-south-west ridge was reported, 
which might make it possible to carry out 
a transverse crossing of the peak , with a 
descent by way of the original route of 
1953. 

1964; Another Herrligkoffer expedi
tion attempted the Rupal Face by way of 
the SSE Pillar, a "direttissima" which 
would lead straight up to the South 
Shoulder of Nanga Parbat (26,385ft.) Un
favourable weather conditions, constant 
avalanche danger and intrigues on the 
part of the Pakistani liaison offer -
which resulted in the Government's 
withdrawal of the expedition's permit .,
spelled out ultimate failure. This had 



been a winter attempt between February 
28 and May 5. 

1968: Herrligkoffer's Toni Kinshofer 
Memorial Expedition to the Rupal Face 
carried the lead team to a height of about 
23,000ft. Evacuation of a sick porter, a 
climber's broken leg, frostbite, equipment 
shortages and disagreements between 
management and team contributed 
heavily towards the final outcome. 

1969: Ivan Galfy led a Czechoslovak 
team which made an unsuccessful 
attempt by way of the classic route. 
Porter strikes, illness and unfavourable 
weather stopped them a mere 300ft. 
below Rakhiot Peak. 

1970: The Sigi Low Memorial Expedi
tion, organized by the indomitable Dr. 
Herrligkoffer, pushed a route up the 
centre of the Rupal Face by way of the 
Wieland Glacier, Welzenbach Icefield, 
Merkl Couloir and South Shoulder to the 
summit. Reinhold and Gunther Messner 
reached the top on June 27, Felix Kuen 
and Peter Scholz on June 28. The 
Messners traversed the mountain and 
descended the Diamir side by way of the 
Mummery route. Near the bottom 
Gunther was killed by an avalanche. The 
aftermath of this remarkable expedition 
was most unpleasant and caused consider
able excitement throughout the mount
aineering world. Once again - as so many 
times after "expedition manager" Dr. 
Karl-Maria Herrligkoffer's ventures - it 
all ended in the German courts. Far too 
much has been written about the entire 
affair of the red rocket and its ramifica
tions. It is not for the chronicler to take 
sides. 

19 71: A strong team from Czechoslo
vakia under Ivan Galfy made the second 
ascent of the classic Rakhiot route 
pioneered by the unforgettable Hermann 
Buhl. Ivan Fiala and Michal Orolin 
reached the summit on July 11 at two in 
the afternoon on the same day three 
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Above: Dr. Karl-Maria Herrligkoffer the 
organiser of nine expeditions to Nanga 
Parbat and a major force in German 
Himalayan climbing since 1953. Photo: 
Doug Scott. 

others made first ascents of the Subsid
iary Summit (P.7910) and P.7530 above 
the Silbersattel. 

1975: Dr. Herrligkoffer's "Felix Kuen 
Memorial Expedition" had ambitious 
plans: the "Toni Kinshofer Route" up 
the sou th-west ridge; the sou th-east 
buttress of the Rupal Face; a third route 
further east in line with Rakhiot Peak. On 
the south-west route four camps were 
established, the highest at 24, 275ft. The 
weather was consistently bad. Lead 
climbers Hillmaier and Beyerlein reached 
a high point of 24,775ft. before descend
ing 150ft. on a traverse to the Diamir 
side. Weather prevented their going 
further. The central group reached a 
height of 18,375ft. on the south-east 
buttress which drops straight down from 
the Shoulder of Nanga Parbat. The third 
group established three camps, the last 
one at 21,000ft. just below Rakhiot Peak. 
A continuation of this route would link 
up with the "classic" approach in the 
vicinity of the Mohrenkopf 

19 76: Hideki Kato of the Japanese 
Alpine Club led a 13-man group from 
Fukuoka University to the Diamir Face. 
Following the German line of 1962, they 
pitched Camp 3 (2 l ,650ft.) on August 
28. Three men reached a height of 
23,300ft. the next day, but adverse 
weather conditions prevented further 
progress. 

A four-man Austrian team became the 
fifth successful expedition on Nanga 
Parbat. On August 11 Hanns Schell, 
Robert Schauer, Hilmar Sturm and 
Siegfried Gimpel reached the summit by 
the south-west ridge - the Toni Kinsho
fer Route. The stretch between Camp I 
(16,750ft.) and Camp 2 (20,000ft.) was 
the most difficult and dangerous part. 
Threatened by rockfall, it required much 
fixed rope. From there to Camp 4 
(24,S00ft.) was relatively straightforward, 
though they were slowed down by heavy 
snowstorms. They dug snow caves at 
25,250ft. From there they worked their 
way up a rather difficult mixed rock and 
snow slope which required much belay
ing. A second bivouac was made at 
26,350ft. On the morning of August 11 it 
took the four men only an hour to get to 
the top. This new route may very well 
replace the classic approach from the 
north as the quickest, safest and easiest 
way to the summit. 

According to statements made by Dr. 
Herrligkoffer, the four-man Austrian 
team was considered to be an advance 
group of his larger joint Austrian-German
Polish expedition. They attempted the 
same route but gave up when Austrian 
member Wast! Arnold fell to his death 
from near Camp 2 on September 26. 

1977: An American expedition 
attempting the Diamir Face gave up after 
two members, George Bogel and Robert 
Broughton, were killed in an avalanche. 

Above: Reinhold Messner. Reached the 
summit on the Rupal Flank expedition. 
Bad~y frost bitten whilst completing the 
descent and only traverse of the mountain. 

In the autumn a Polish expedition led 
by Adam Zyzak was unsuccessful in an 
attempt to repeat the Kinshofer Route. 
They established five camps during 
September. On October 14 Jerzy 
Kukuczka, Marian Piekutowski and 
Marek Pronobis left Camp 5 for a direct 
attack on the summit. Some 600ft. below 
the summit heavily iced rocks barred 
progress. They retreated to Camp 5 
hoping to try a different line the follow
ing day. Unfortunately the weather 
deteriorated and made further climbing 
impossible. They retreated and on 
October 18 all the members of the 
expedition left the base camp in the 
Rupal Valley. 

To summarise: there have been a total 
of 22 attempts made on Nanga Parbat. 
Five of them were successful, by way of 

. four different routes. Thirty-six men have 
lost their lives in the battle for the 
summit of Diamir, King of Mountains. A 
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A Climb on The Eckpfeiler 
by M ICK FOWLER 

RISING MAJESTICALLY from the 
upper plateau of the Bren".a Glacier to 
the crest of the Peuterey Ridge in one 
unbroken sweep, the Eckpfeiler buttress 
of Mont Blanc is certainly an impressive 
sight. Approached across the Vallee 
Blanche, it is hidden behind the frontier 
ridge, but is revealed in its entirety with 
a startling impact on arrival at the Col 
Trident. By Alpine standards the buttress 
is not massive, about 800m. high, but the 
knife edge of the Peuterey ridge towering 
above for another 500m. makes the 
routes into some of the longest and most 
committing in the Alps - all are generally 
two day climbs. 

My first sight of the Eckpfeiler came 
in August 1976 when Howard Crumpton 
and I stood on the Col Trident picking 
out the line of the Cecchinel/Nomine 
Route, which we had c:ome to attempt. 
To me the place had an oppressive 
atmosphere which soon bred an appre
hensive mind. The Cecchinel/Nomine 
Route fully lived up to our expectations: 
it was superb, for me certainly the most 
enjoyable route I had ever done. From 
then on I was hooked on the Eckpfeiler; 
I vowed that I would return to do ano
ther route on the buttress. However, it 
was not until I returned to England that 
the idea of attempting a new line struck 
me; several very discontinuous lines 
seemed feasible, but between the Czech 
Route and the Cecchinel/Nomine was 
what appeared to be a more logical line . 
The first part, a wide icy ramp, would be 
in common with the Czech line and 
appeared to offer no real problems. 
Mixed ground and some rock pitches 
through the right hand retaining wall 
would then lead to the foot of the long, 
icy ramp parallel to the crux section of 
the Cecchinel/Nomine. I knew that most 
of this ramp had been climbed before as a 
variation to the Cecchinel/Nomine, but 
nevertheless it looked as if it would give 
some sustained climbing. Above the ramp 
an easy ice slope seemed to give access to 
the right-hand of the two couloirs above. 
This, from all the information that I had 
managed to collect, looked decidedly 
hard; also there was the thought that we 
would be pretty shattered by the time we 
reached it. 

Throughout the rest of 1976 and early 
1977 I became increasingly interested in 

Right : The Grand Pitier d'Angle (Eck
pfeiler Buttress) and the Peuterey ridge. 
Photo: Alan Blackshaw. 

*\ ♦ 
·. ~,, t 

- ~ • .!>. 
. . 

I 

\ ' 



attempting this line. Phill Thomas, my 
climbing partner for 1977, was true to 
form, and having convinced himself that 
it looked hard, dangerous and unjustifi
able, and that I was mad, he needed no 
further persuading. 

So it was that exactly 11 months after 
the Cecchinel/Nomine I was once again 
standing on the Col Trident. This time we 
steered well clear of the Trident Hut 
(who says it has no guardian?) and 
continued to the Col Moore, where we 
found a surprisingly comfortable bivouac 
site on the lowest rocks of the Brenva 
Ridge. Just to convince us ( as if we didn't 
already know) that only the English 
bivouac near huts, another English party 
bound for the Brenva arrived and settled 
down on an uncomfortable-looking ledge 
just below us. 

The weather was absolutely perfect 
and we witnessed an immaculate sunset 
before settling down for a few hours 
sleep. However, things did not go quite as 
planned. At 10.15 p.m. a continuous 
stream of lights began leaving the Trident 
Hut and we became uncomfortably aware 
that we had bivouacked right in the 
middle of the Brenva Ridge route, and 
that in less than an hour there would be 
people crawling all over us. Instead of 
settling into a peaceful night in a remote 
position, we leant anxiously over the 
edge of the ledge and watched the endless 
procession approaching. Fortunately the 
first party skirted round our rock buttress 
and all the others followed. By midnight 
we had had enough of people shouting 
and stragglers stumbling around on either 
side of us, and we decided to make a 
move. Fighting our way down through 
the hordes, we reached the upper plateau 
of the Brenva Glacier, where at last an 
eerie silence descended over us. We 
picked a way through the avalanche 
debris as quickly as possible, struggled 
over a complex bergschrund, and then it 
was on to the face and to grips with the 
initial ice-slope. 

Soloing up the first ice, I thought how 
much earlier we were than the previous 
year - even now it was only 1.30 a.m. 
With luck, everything going well, I calcu
lated that we should be somewhere near 
the ridge by midday. With this encourag
ing thought in mind, we frontpointed up 
the ice to the point where we should have 
to climb the steep rock wall on the right, 
or at least to the point where we thought 
we might be able to climb the wall; it was 
pitch-black and the pools of light from 
our head-torches couldn't pick out any 
reasonable-looking lines - not for night
climbing, anyway. There seemed no 
alternative but to sit about until daylight 
revealed the situation more fully. We 
squatted down on a protruding flake at 
the base of the wall and prepared for a 
long, cold wait. 

It was now 2.15 a.m., it gets light at 
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about 5.30 a.m.: to put it mildly, the 
next three hours were rather cold. I was 
beginning to think that possibly a mid
night start wan't such a good idea, and 
Phill didn't seem over-pleased with the 
situation, either. The fact that our flake 
was directly in the line of anything 
falling down that part of the face didn't 
help matters, as we were continually 
bombarded by ice-crystals which always 
seemed to find their way down our necks, 
melting and creating uncomfortable soggy 
areas. It seemed a long, uncomfortable 
wait, but eventually the blackness 
changed to grey and we started to have a 
look around. Our first discovery was a 
series of good ledges about 100ft. 
below - which made us feel rather sick 
as we looked at our pathetic flake - but 
then Phill's roving eyes made a more 
interesting find. About 20ft. below us 
was a neatly coiled rope hanging from a 
peg, and as far as we could see there was a 
continuous line of fixed rope up the 
Czech Route. Being true British climbers, 
we added the rope to our already bulging 
sacks. We looked longingly at the line of 
fixed ropes; it took a great effort of 
willpower to turn our minds back to the 
obstacle that had stopped us over three 
hours before. There seemed to be several 
possibilities but none looked easy; I 
climbed a few hundred feet further up 
the ice to a point where it seemed 
possible to weave a contrived line right
wards to a series of ledges at the bottom 
of the ice ramp. 

"What does it look like?" came 
floating up from the gloom. I peered 
hopefully at the rock to my right: surely 
we could get across somewhere. 

"I think it's O.K.," I shouted with as 
much confidence as possible. 

We took off our crampons, roped up 
and were ready to start the real climbing 
at last. It was now broad daylight and 
Phill looked interestedly at the rock on 
our right. 

"Where exactly are you going to try? 
There doesn't seem to be much of a line". 

Now I could see things properly, I 
couldn't help but agree. There didn't 
seem to be much of a line. 

"Er, well; no, there doesn't, does 
there?" I sheepishly admitted, trying hard 
to forget that only 10 minutes before I 
had said that it was O.K. 

A groove starting about 200ft. down 
the slope and leading straight to the base 
of the ice ramp seemed to offer the best 
alternative. We put crampons back on and 
descended to the foot of the groove, 
which was slightly below where we had 
been dozing waiting for daylight. Things 
were definitely not going quite as well as 
earlier on; what had I been saying about 
nearing the ridge at midday? It was now 
6.0 am. and we had only just roped up! 
Somehow it was decided that I should 

lead the first five pitches (I don't know 
why we bother with this system, as we 
always revert to alternate leads in the 
end) so I stepped off the ice and grovelled 
up a steep wall to a ledge at the foot of 
the groove proper, from where I could see 
that a series of good peg cracks seemed to 
run up the back. However, we had wasted 
enough time already without doing 250ft. 
of pegging. Phill came up to the ledge and 
I loaded up with gear and started off, lay
backing and finger-jamming up the 
groove. It did not take me long to decide 
that with a big sack and double boots this 
was not a good idea. Soon, with arms 
tiring fast, I was thrashing wildly in the 
back trying to find a good nut placement 
to rest on. 

"Watch out," I grunted, struggling 
further up the groove. Phill suddenly 
began to look interested and got the 
camera ready; visions of embarrassing 
photos encouraged further exertions, and 
a few more frantic movements put me on 
a tiny ledge. Desperation and nut-pulling, 
with the camera clicking if I looked likely 

. to lose contact, led us to the ledges at the 
foot of tl1e ice ramp. The climbing above 
appeared similar to the early pitches on 
the Cecchinel/Nomine Route, but the 
rock wall on the right seemed very blank, 
offering little possibility of the good 
protection available on the Checchinel/ 
Nomine. The first pitch went easily 
enough on good ice, but then it was 
Phill's lead for some thinly iced slabs 
which were in danger of losing their 
covering with us attached. Our pace 
slowed to a crawl again and I was begin
ning to think that we would fail to reach 
the ridge that night, let alone at midday. 
However, the ramp-line became icier as 
we gained height, and we could make 
more rapid progress. A false line with a 
nasty overhang necessitated a short 
retreat and a desperate crampon-screech
ing traverse to gain an icy groove further 
right, but then easier climbing, marred 
only by my dropping a peg, gave out on 
to the central ice-slope. A quick diagonal 
ascent, after an initial struggle in powder 
snow, put us at the foot of the right-hand 
couloir. The ice on the ice field had been 
covered by a thin layer of firm snow, but 
it was clearly water ice in the couloir: its 
condition would greatly affect the diffi
culty. I watched anxiously as Phill 
stepped from the snow on to the hard ice. 

"What's it like?" I shouted, trying to 
sound more alert and less shattered that I 
felt. 

"Not very good," drifted doubtfully 
down the slope as a lump of ice loosened 
by his investigations scored a direct hit. I 
knew Phill well enough to be certain that 
his "not very good" really meant 
"terrible, melting, dangerous, unjustifi
able - come up here and let's get on with 
it". 

It didn't seem worth saying anything, 



as Phill was obviously preparing to bring 
me up without the slightest 1ntention of 
retreating. I had time for a last wistful 
glance at the Bonatti/Gobbi Route, 
offering an escape to the left, before a 
shout from above confirmed my suspici
ons that he thought it "looked really 
good" and that I should move up to join 
him. The initial few hundred feet in the 
couloir were not too steep , although the 
absence of runners and belays combined 
with the bad ice made me look longingly 
at some poor ledges on the rib to our 
right. Unfortunately I had to admit that 
4.30 p.m. didn't seem a very good time to 
bivouac - and anyway, as Phill pointed 
out, with the temperature below freezing 
again, now seemed as good a time as any 
to attempt the rest. I gave up thinking of 
excuses and began to look at the couloir 
with renewed interest ; above us the angle 
increased considerably. After 80ft. I 
belayed at the foot of the steepening. 

"What are you belaying there for?" 
asked Phill suspiciously. 

"Good belay," I lied, fumbling to find 
any belay at all. This seemed to satisfy 
Phill and - luckily not checking the 
belays - he led off on to the steeper 
stuff. Unfortunately the consistency 
didn't change , the ice still being as bad as 
ever; after 100ft. of Phill knocking down 
painfully large blocks, it seemed that 
possibly leading was preferable to this 
continuous bombardment. Leading, 
though, had other problems: what cracks 
there were seemed to be blind or ice-filled 

and the ice was very thin in places, 
constantly corning off in big plates and 
leaving the blank rock exposed. This 
especially seemed to happen on the steep 
bulges where it mattered most . 

"Can't you chop these bits up 
smaller?" screamed Phill as another minor 
avalanche engulfed him. Frankly the 
answer was no, but having suffered the 
same situation only a few minutes earlier 
I could sympathise, and I found myself 
mumbling "I'll try" as a fresh shower of 
equally large pieces went down. 

Above us the couloir forked , the left
hand branch containing most of the ice 
and the right-hand branch directly above 
us consisting of a very wide chimney/ 
groove with ice at the back; either way 
it only seemyd a couple of pitches to the 
easy ground leading to the ridge. Fearing 
for the stability of the very steep ice in 
the left-hand branch, we chose the steep 
chimney/groove: an awkward pitch 
traversing rock ribs led to the main 
section of the branch and, amazingly 
enough, a good peg belay. 

Engrossed in the technicalities, I was 
beginning to enjoy myself again . A short, 
steep rock wall provided an obstacle but 
a nut and peg for aid led to ice again . A 
few pulls round overhanging blocks, and 
easier ground seemed within touching 
distance. Touching it, however, was a 
different matter - above was a huge 
icicle-draped bulge, and the only possibi
lity seemed to be on the left. A nasty 
ice-filled crack !eading up into the bulge 

gave Phill some amusement watching my 
elegant grovelling, but then it was my 
turn to laugh as I showered him with 
icicles from the overhangs. From here it 
seemed that I would have to make hard 
traverse left through the icicles them
selves. Shouts of "Watch out!" brought 
out the camera, but Phill was disappoint
ed this time. A crampon-skidding lunge 
and a barge through the icy curtain saw 
me established on a protruding rock and a 
glance upwards confirmed that, at last, 
easy ground lay ahead. 

With the difficult climbing behind us 
we were both feeling tired as we moved 
off towards the ridge, eyes peeled for 
bivouac sites. Having unsuccessfully 
searched the area the previous year, I was 
hardly surprised when we finally settled 
for a couple of shaky, sloping ledges just 
below the crest. A leisurely meal watch
ing the evening sun glowing over the 
Swiss peaks, and then it was time to 
relax; only the long trudge up the 
Peuterey ridge remained. Tiredness slowly 
turned to sleep; it seemed a long time 
since we had left the Col Moore; a lot had 
happened since then. As we dozed off the 
first lights were already leaving the 
Trident Hut. It was IO.IS p.m., the end 
of a perfect day. A. 

Below: photo taken during the ascent. 
Gimbing on the Eckpfeiler has been 
revolutionised by modern ice climbing 
equipment. The remoteness and serious 
nature of the buttress remain to give the 
routes their unique character. Photos: 
Fowler. 





I distrust summaries, any kind of gliding through time, any too great a claim that 
one is in control of what one recounts; I think someone who claims to understand 
but who is obviously calm, someone who claims to write with emotion recollected 
in tranquility, is a fool and a liar. To understand is to tremble. To recollect is to 
re-enter and be riven ... I admire the authority of being on ones knees in front of 
the event - Harold Brodkey, Manipulations. 

BOULDER, 
APRIL 1. 

It's getting me down in a bad way. 
Grunting stupidly under heavy loads of 
flooring. Pounding nails endlessly. Saw
dust sticking to the sweat on my back. 
Lifting, sawing, and pounding, nine hours 
a day, six days a week. The heart just 
isn't in it. More of a wood-butcher than a 
carpenter, actually. You've got to eat, but 
sweet Jesus, a man gets tired when the 
heart's not in it. Makes you reluctant to 
crawl out of bed in the morning. 

I have talked vaguely with Dave 
Roberts about going to the north face of 
the Devil's Thumb in July. The green 
lumber and bad nails between now and 
July are too oppressive to consider. I 
make some phone calls : It has been an 
extremely mild winter in the Northern 
Coast Range. Most of the Seattle halibut 
boats will be leaving for Alaska in a few 
weeks. 

A wild scheme begins to crystallize. I 
figure from photos that the north wall of 
the Thumb could turn out to be largely 
an ice climb this time of year. I'd third
classed some steep ice that winter and 
had felt good on it. It occurs to me that 
most of the ·problems in a big solo climb 
are perhaps only in the head. Just a 
psych-out. I think I have a good head. 

No, I've never done a big trip alone. 
No, actually, I couldn't remember ever 
being completely by myself anywhere for 
more than 24 hours. But seriously, what 
could be so hard about spending a few 
weeks alone? And hey - the North Face 
of the Devil's Thumb. Solo. Now 
wouldn't that be something to have under 
the belt? And the mindless toil could be 
over now. Toot sweet. 

PETERSBURG, 
MAY3. 

I sit under the eave of the library to 
get out of the Alaskan rain. Five days ago 
I hitched a ride out of the Seattle area on 
the Ocean Queen, a Glacier Bay-bound 
fishing boat that was short on crew. 
Tomorrow I will catch a ride across 
Frederick Sound and begin skiing the 30 
circuitous miles up the Baird Glacier to 
the north-east side of the Devil's Thumb. 

I am rescued from a sleepless bivouac 
in the King Salmon Bar by a woman I 
meet on the street, Kai Sandburn, who 
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ALONE ON 
THE DEVIL'S THUMB 
by JON KRAKAUER 

graciously gives me a meal and a place to 
sleep, and tells me that you can see the 
Thumb from her house when it's clear. 
Now, however, the sky to the east is 
black with low, soggy clouds. 

That I am under way, that my fantasy 
is actually unfolding, amazes me. The 
feeling of amazement helps ward off the 
first tiny shoots of doubt that are grow
ing somewhere in the back ofmy mind. 

STIKINE ICECAP, 
MAY6. 

The sun is down and a blizzard is 
tearing at the tent. I'm shivering hard in 
my half-bag. Today I climbed through 
the ice fall that connects the Baird 
Glacier beneath Mt. Burkett with the 
upper Stikine Icecap. I am wasted and a 
little in shock. 

The storm came in quickly, closing 
down on me just as I was entering the ice 
fall. I was able to get a general heading 
before it socked in, but I still got lost for 
hours in the small labyrinth of seracs. I 
retraced steps from one dead end after 
another - some in deep blue cul-de-sacs, 
others high on icy towers that I would 
have to back down in my skis and teeter
ing pack. I should have been in crampons 
but I didn't want to take my skis off for 
fear of plunging through snow bridges 
more easily. Just before leaving the States 
I bought two 3 metre heavy aluminium 
curtain rods, which when strapped 
horizontally to my pack I'd hoped would 
prevent me from disappearing into any 
hidden crevasses, but I accidentally broke 
one of the poles yesterday by throwing 
my pack off too hastily. I have little faith 
that the remaining pole will work should 
the need arise. The need almost arose 
today. Twice I went half-way into 
covered crevasses. The second time, after 

carefully pulling my leg out of a hole in 
the roof of a deep one, I got the dry 
heaves badly. Started shaking like the 
DTs. Wished hard that I'd borrowed the 
bread to helicopter right to the mountain. 

Glacier travel now strikes me as 
perhaps the one stupid and unreasonably 
dangerous aspect of solo alpinism. 

BASE CAMP, 
MAY 10. 

I got my small air drop today, two 
days after I'd expected it. It took the 
pilot a hell of a long time to find me 
within this huge ice-scape. My waving and 
desparate yelling were pathetically useless 
in attracting his attention as he circled 
among the clouds and peaks at $150 an 
hour. 

He flew away immediately after 
kicking out the last of my six boxes, 
leaving me feeling abandoned and vulner
able. For the first time, the enormity of 
my commitment became apparent. I 
involuntarily sobbed a few times until I 
halted it by screaming obscenities until I 
was hoarse. What am I actually into here? 
I fear it's much more than I'd imagined 
back in the heat and boredom of Boulder. 
I sort my airdrop food and books, and 
pack for tomorrow's climb, and I feel 
better. 

I leave at dawn for the north face in 
clear, warm weather. The north side of 
the Thumb is bisected by a prominent 
buttress. To the right (west) of this rib 
the face is 1,700m. high, rising out of the 
deep, dirty pit of the Witches' Cauldron. 
However, about 900m. up it looks 
possible to gain the rib from a hanging 
glacier that comes off the Icecap on the 
rib's left (east) side. Sneaking on to the 
wall half way up like this will allow me to 
avoid that ugly and ambiguous part of the 
lower mountain which forms a side of the 



horrible pit. But there is more to gaining 
the rib than I've figured on: a serac field, 
twice into crevasses to my armpits, a lot 
of swimming up SO-degree powder snow 
slopes, and three devious bergschrunds. 
The uppermost of them can only be 
passed by climbing from a fragile sunken 
snow bridge directly up its overhanging 
upper wall of cruddy neve. 

I am exhausted before I've even 
touched the true wall of the mountain. 
When I finally start up the serious part of 
the face, the climbing is wild. I trail a 
100-metre 9mm. rope for getting down, 
but I climb without self-belays or placing 
any protection. The first 100m. of the 
wall is steep water ice plastered in a right
facing dihedral. The swath of ice in the 
corner is 1-2 metres wide and often no 
more than 5cm. thick over the rock, but 
it isn't brittle and the axes hold in it 
securely. This ice hose is over 7 5 degrees 
in steepness for its entire length and has 
sections of true 90-degree verticality. 
Man, they will think you're giving them 
jive when you tell about this. Got to get 
a picture, that will show the bastards. I 
clip a runner from my waist into the wrist 
loops of my axes and shoot a frame of 
my boot and the rope hanging free 
between my legs. Just stay cool, Jon. 
Stay loose, keep the head, and you're 
fine. Steep ice is steep ice and you climb 
it with the same old motions whether it's 
in New Hampshire or IBtima Thule. 

The ice hose tops out on to less steep, 
crusted powder snow. This I can also 
handle, but 200m. above the schrund the 
mountain takes the form of 15 cm. of 
powdery rime-ice plastered onto 60-
degree slabs by the wind, and I panic. I 
bend my axe slamming it into granite 
beneath the rime, I freeze up tight with 
fear. I move left in an attempt to find 
more secure ground, stiffen up further 
when I find none, and realise I should go 
down. The crumbly rime affords no 
anchors, so I down-climb to the ice hose, 
make two rappels, jump from above the 
upper schrund onto a steep snow slope, 
and go back through the seracs to my 
tent. 

BASE CAMP, 
MAY 13. 

To fend off tent lethargy I smoke a 
number and go out for a ski. A stunning 
landscape, it is. Lonely, lonely, lonely. 
I'm in intermittent fog with a light snow
fall, driven by a stiff wind. Not really 
unpleasant. But I'm having trouble 
getting it up to pack my gear and head 
over to the wall to try another line. Got 
to do something for the next couple of 
weeks, though. If I had a radio I doubt 
I'd have the strength of character not to 
call up a 'copter to pull me out of here 
right now. 

What is my story? How did I fall into 

this perverse life that rebounds from 
boredom and drudgery to extreme 
emotional and physical trauma? Why is 
there no middle ground? You're 23, 
dude, for God's sake get right! Get the 
act together, find a little peace, man! Do 
somebody some good! At least do your
self some good if that's all you can 
manage. 

NORTH-EAST FACE, 
MAY 14. 

I get less than 40m. up a verglas-sheathed 
couloir that curves up the middle of the 
north-east wall, before the continuous 
spindrift and a weak head drive me back 
to my bivouac in the schrund. Can't see 
shit. Hunks of ice raining down, rope 
frozen up, I'm completely buried every 
20 minutes by spindrift. 

Bivvy sack wet and full of snow, 

Above: During solo attempt on N. Face 
of the Devil's Thumb. Photo taken whilst 
clipped into an ice-axe on steep ice. 
Photo: J. Krakauer. 

butane in my drinking water. I've had 
enough, more than enough. Again I 
retreat down the mountain and sprint 
through the rat-trap seracs, but my tracks 
on the Icecap have blown over, I can't 
tell glacier from cloud nor up from down, 
and my tent is not to be found. For what 
must be hours (I have no watch) I wander 
in circles in a crevasse field searching for a 
trace of tracks, a familiar serac. But 
Hansel, the birds have eaten up your trail 
of crumbs. I sit down and cry shameless
ly. At dusk the clouds lift. I get back to 
the tent, roll a smoke, and brew some 
coffee. 

Lord, lord, got to get out of this game. 
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Stakes too high, odds too low , payoffs 
too small and infrequent. 

SOUTH-EAST FACE, 
MAY 15. 

I left base camp late this afternoon in 
California weather. I'm bivouacked high 
on the face on a wildly beautiful and airy 
perch . The wall of the '73 South Face 
route is profiled on the left. It's steep and 
impressive. Makes my route above look 
tit-easy . I scrutinize tomorrow's line 
through the telephoto and get jazzed. 

I have trashed, no, this mountain has 
trashed, my vainglorious dreams of solo
ing the north wall. Maybe it will be 
enough to get up the Thumb by whatever 
route I can. I would love to be a hero , a 
real hardman , but my head says that if I 
made it up alone on the flip side, the 
Nordwand , in these winter conditions, it 
would be a failed suicide rather than a 
heroic deed. I know it's always a hazy 
line between the two, but I think there is 
a line nonetheless . The distinction 
between an act done out of courage and 
one done out of some self-destructive 
urge is only a small degree of control , a 
matter of attitude that is hidden deep in 
the psyche , often not apparent to any
one , especially the would-be hero. But 
right now it 's clear to me which side of 
the line I'd be on, going for it alone on 
the north . I actually like living, 1 do, even 
if it isn ' t all it's cracked up to be . 

I will set out before dawn tomorrow, 
hoping to make it up to the summit and 
back down to my tent before the mid
morning sun softens the snowfields and 
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loosens the tenuously clinging ice patches 
that will make up most of my route. 
Speed is safety so I have not brought 
along my rope or any hardware save two 
axes and my crampons. It defeats the 
biggest joy of solo climbing, fast free 
movement, to fuck with weird self-belays 
and kinky gadgets anyway. Just have to 
get an aggressive, impeccably careful state 
of mind together and be damn sure I 
make no moves that I can't reverse . Have 
to move fast tomorrow, have to fly to 
beat that sun. 

SOUTH-EAST FACE, 
MAY 16. 

I bolt awake from dreams of mafiosi and 
vampires to find a clear sky, a red sunrise, 
and the lights of Petersburg glowing 
sweetly in the west. I eat a candy bar, 
pull on my boots , strap on the crampons, 
and take off. 

The climbing is mostly up and across 
small patches of solid neve linked to
gether by runnels of verglas or short rock 
bands. The rock is covered with beautiful 
incut jugs and layback flakes and it's a 
gas , a secure good time, to climb on it. It 
never gets harder than F6 or F7 and I do 
it all wearing crampons. I get a better 
rush free-soloing the easy rock on this 
mountain than I do leading 5 .10 in 
Boulder. 

The verglas on the edges of the neve is 
not fun , however. Though never very 
steep , it is fragile and hollow. I feel very 
insecure moving off the granite on to ice. 
Front points scraping at tiny holds with 

the axes a centimetre into hollow black 
ice is a mind-fuck. I re-bend an axe care
lessly swinging into rock under verglas. 

But I'm up in a flash, on to the less 
steep summit shoulder. The last seven 
metres up the summit gendarmes are 
steep and rimed up with a metre thick 
powdery crust. Makes the heart pound a 
little, hey? I walk a frosty high wire of 
gendarmes, traversing three cf them to 
make sure I touch the true summit. I 
shoot some film, straighten my axe pick , 
and head down apprehensively. 

Down-climbing my route is difficult 
and takes much longer than going up did. 
I'm in the sun now; water trickles under 
the ice and the ice mushrooms on the 
summit ridge shell me as I descend. I lose 
my route just before the lowest, biggest 
rock bands. Twice I get hung up on hard 
moves and have to move back up to the 
ice. Where did I come up this? Shit, one 
rappel , a half an easy rappel would get 
me over this. Why did I think I didn' t 
need a rope? You stupid cocky fool. 
After anxious traversing I find a reason
able ramp system, over which I lower 
myself on the last of my adrenalin 
reserve . 

Back at the bivvy buttress I smoke a 
fat one and try to figure out how I feel. It 
happened so fast that it's anticlimactic 
and not as fulfilling as I had anticipated . 
By the sun, it 's not even close to noon. I 
could descend to base camp but this 
buttress is pretty and the weather looks 
good, so I smoke some more and spend 
the rest of the day pacing the knife-edge 
of the buttress top, taking in the movie 
on the big screen, and engaging in ridicu-



lously narcissistic self-debate concerning 
the actual difficulty of my accomplish
ment. I can't get my failure on the north 
out of my head. What would the upper 
north-east wall really have been like? 
I bet not so bad. It looks like easy neve 
up to a notch low on the east ridge that 
would offer a view down the other side. 
I strap on the crampons and start up to 
the right from the buttress. I get 20m. 
away. Good Lord, what are you doing? 
You're loaded, Turk, one hit over the 
line. I snap out of it, go down, and go to 
sleep. 

LOWER BAIRD GLACIER, 
MAY21. 

I'm only a few miles from the sea, skiing 
over bumpy blue ice under a painful load. 
I've done over 20 miles today and I'm 
wasted. But there are people down on the 
beach. I smell campfire smoke. A little 
further and I hear faintly the repetitive 
bass line of old bad rock and roll. It fades 
in and out, but it's an unmistakable old 
Clapton tune, Crossroads. What luck! 
There must be a beach party going on 
down there! Will it ever blow them away 
when I come rolling in off the hill! I'll bet 
they have an extra beer. 

I catch a ski tip in a small crevasse and 
crash on to the ice . I pull myself up and 
rush clumsily onward. I come up on to 
the glacier's snout where it overlooks the 
grey gravel beach. There isn't a soul to be 
seen. The music, I realize, was a river 
rumbling harmonically, deep beneath the 
glacial ice. But what about that campfire 
I smelled? It begins to rain lightly. 

FREDERICK SOUND, 
MAY23. 

I'm pounding across the squall-driven 
chop of the sea, sitting in the stern of Jim 
Freeman's skiff, headed towards Peters
burg . He came up Thomas Bay for the 
day with his family to look at the glacier, 
and I flagged him down. I'd been on the 
beach two days. When I first told him 
that I'd been alone for 20 days, that I'd 
climbed the Devil's Thumb, he just kept 
fiddling with something on the boat and 
said, "You givin' me double-talk now, 
fella?" I think he still doesn't believe me, 
but he's humouring me anyhow, and 
pretends to. "Now you send me a picture 
of the top there, would ya, friend?" I 
will Jim, by God I will. 

Speaking abruptly I gave them a 
parable. I said, it's the planet Neptune 
I'm talking about, just plain ordinary 
Neptune, not Paradise, because I don't 
happen to know about Paradise. So 
you see this means you, nothing more, 
just you. Now there happens to be a 

big spot of rock I said, up there, and I 
must warn you that people are pretty 
stupid up in Neptune, chiefly because 
they each lived tied up in their own 
string. And some of them, whom I had 
wanted to mention in particular, some 
of them had got themselves absolutely 
determined about that mountain. You 
wouldn't believe it, I said, life or 
death, use or no use, these people had 
got the habit, and they now spent 
their spare time and all their energies 
in chasing the clouds of their own 
glory up and down all the steepest 
faces in the district. And one and all 
they came back uplifted. And well 
they might, I said, for it was amusing 
that even in Neptune most of them 
made shift to chase themselves pretty 
safely up the easier faces. But anyhow 
there was uplift, and indeed it was 
observable, both in the resolute set of 
their faces and in the gratification that 
shone in their eyes. And as I had 
pointed out, this was in Neptune not 
Paradise, where, it may be, there 
perhaps is nothing else to be done. 

John Menlove Edwards 
Letter from a Man A 

Opposite Page : The Northern side of the 
Devil's Thumb. The solo attempt was 
made on the face to the left of the rib 
which descends from the L.H. Summit. 
The Cauldron is hidden by the fore
ground ridge. Top: On the summit. 
Photos: Krakauer. Above: Krakauer's 
solo line is the lower route. The Beckey 
(Craig/Schmidtke route gains the ridge at 
half height. The ridge itself is the Culbert/ 
Starr/Douglas line.) 

SUMMARY 

Devil's Thumb (9,077ft.), Coast Range , 
Canada. An account of a solitary spring 
ascent by the Soutl1-East Face, following 
a solo attempt on the north flank . 
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" ... and beyond the Malbaie lie more valleys with high crags, all still untouched." ( View looking down the Saguenay river. 
Photo: Jean Sylvain). · 

A Commentary by Raymond Jotterand 

WHEN ONE TALKS about Quebec, one 
immediately thinks about the Olympics, 
the vast expanses of forests, the tourist 
resorts in the the Laurentians, the boat 
rides down the Saguenay river past the 
impressive cliffs of the Cap Trinite, where 
the tourists gawk in awe, but it rarely 
occurs to anyone that Quebec too, like 
its western neighbours, has the setting 
(though at a slightly different scale) 
necessary for climbing. Quebec has never 
been "famous" for its climbing, nor has it 
yet seen any Barbers, Bonattis or 
Liveseys, but it has had a particular 
evolution which has resulted from rather 
harsh geographical and climatic condi
tions which are not present in many other 
climbing areas. 

The temperature, for instance, is either 
too cold or too warm, never just right; 
and if by chance it was right, the swarms 
of black flies and mosquitoes would 
ensure that nobody climbed. And if the 
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wind blew the flies away, you would still 
be faced with the uninviting prospect of 
having to bushwack for hours, having to 
cross large rivers, arriving at the cliff only 
to find out that the crack system you 
were planning to climb was hopelessly 
filled with lichen and mud, and that you 
lacked the time and patience to clean 
your way up. 

Somehow, despite all these problems, 
climbing did get started in Quebec, under 
the influence of Continental French and 
English climbers. In the early '40s 
Englishman John Brett, together with his 
family and friends, discovered some 
cliffs at Val David, 50 miles north of 
Montreal, where he climbed Arabesque, 
now the most popular grade III route in 
Quebec and a training ground for the 
educational establishments. 

Fritz Wiessner also left his mark in 
Quebec climbing history. In 1949, he 
introduced the Vth grade by climbing 

the Imperial, a clean and well-protected 
diedre which is now often repeated by 
climbers attempting to graduate to this 
level of difficulty . Wiessner's activities 
continued into the early '50s, until a new 
group of climbers arrived, dominating the 
forefront of the sport for more than a 
decade. This group, led by the English 
chemist and draft dodger John Turner, 
together with Claude Lavallee, Ben 
Poisson, Brian Rothery and Dick 
Wilmott, were probably the most 
influential climbers in developing the 
standards of Quebec climbing to modern 
levels. 

Claude Lavallee made the first move 
by climbing the north face of the 
Pinnacle (VI or 5.9) in Val David in 1956. 
This route, which boasts 80ft. of fierce 
climbing on an absolutely crackless wall, 
has never yet been led, and is still con
sidered a difficult venture. (Placing bolts 
from a top rope and later leading the 
pitch would be considered highly un
ethical in Quebec). 

Turner played his cards next, leading 
the group on a number of daring first 
ascents using rather primitive equip-



ment and almost eliminating the use of 
pitons , which were otherwise used in 
abundance. It is through John Turner 
that Quebec climbers first heard of clean 
climbing, but it took a long time before it 
was actually accepted. The harder a climb 
was, the fewer precautions Turner would 
seem to take. He would always try to find 
alternatives to pitons, such as passing 
runners around shaky flakes or threading 
rope slings inside cracks; some placements 
were not as successful as others, as indi
cated by his reputation for taking long 
leader falls. 

At Val David, Turner put up Bastard 
(VI or 5.9), but in general he was more 
active at Pok-o-Moonshine, a 400ft. crag 
located in the United States, close to the 
Canadian border, where he put up most 
of the routes, and all of the difficult ones . 
FM(V+ or 5.7), Positive Thinking (see 
Mountain 44) the Cooler (VI or 5 .9) and 
Bloody Mary (VI or 5 .9) were first 
climbed in the years 1957-62 mainly with 
Claude Lavallee and Dick Wilmott. 
Turner's style of climbing was considered 
by many to be foolish and dangerous , and 
his enthusiasm for unprotectable cracks 
was not appreciated - especially by 
Shawangunks specialist Jim McCarthy, 
who waited till 1971 to make the second 
ascent of Bloody Mary. This lie back has 
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an unusual history involving blueberries, 
vomiting, thunder-showers and bloody 
scalps; hence the name. 

Turner's routes were at the time 
among the hardest in the East, indicating 
that "les Quebecois" had advanced 
quickly from the time of John Brett , and 
were now active with the rest of North 
America in pushing the standards of 
climbing to a higher level. 

At the same time Turner was busy 
with the hard lines , other members of the 
group were occupied in establishing the 
grand classics . In 1958 Claude Lavallee 
and Ben Poisson climbed the Amphi
theatre (V or 5 .6) and the Roof (V, A3) 
at Val David , two beautiful lines in an 
impressive bowl surrounded by large 
overhangs. In 1959 , Brian Rothery visited 
the newly discovered cliff at Weir , highest 
in the Montreal region , and put up 
Adagio (V+ or 5.7), an intricate line 
which works its way up the cliff in four 
pitches, making two exposed traverses 
and climbing some difficult cracks. This 
fine route has not become easier with 
time, as the key moves are in the tra
verses , which cannot be further protected. 
The climb has thus remained a serious 
proposition for its class . Dick Wilmott 
was not as interested in the classic lines; 
he continued climbing in the Turner 
idiom, establishing the Crown (VI or 5 .9), 
which, if rumours are correct , has only 
been repeated once , by the French 
climber Joel Coqueugniot. 

In 1962 John Turner went back to 
Britain, and with his departure the 
Quebec climbing scene suffered a major 
blow. Lacking the zest and initiative of 
Turner , the group became less productive . 
Instead of focusing their attention on 
new lines , which were no longer as 
abundant in the Montreal area, the 
climbers repeated many of the routes and 
concentrated their efforts on the forma
tion of the F .Q.M., the Quebec Mountain 

Federation, an organisation which has 
united the various amateur climbing clubs 
and university outing clubs. 

The F.Q.M. was founded in part by 
Claude Lavallee with the objective of 
taking the sport to the masses and pro
viding a safety organisation . The popular 
term in the area is the "democratisation" 
of climbing. The intent and the results 
were undoubtedly positive, at least in 
the early years of its existence, when 
there were very few experienced climbers 
around and there was a need for an 
organisation to encourage the use of 
proper techniques and equipment , to 
make newcomers aware of ethical prob
lems, and to provide a form of contact 
with climbers from other provinces and 
from the States. Without the F.Q.M. , 
Quebec climbers would have remained 
even more isolated from other climbers, 
which would have only hampered their 
development to modem standards . 

Unfortunately - and this also seems to 
be the case elsewhere in climbing 
circles - the consequences of the F.Q.M. 
did not always remain in line with its 
original intents, perhaps due to the 
growing complexity and size of the 
organisation, which now includes a 
climbing school and a "licence" commis
sion. A programme was later introduced 
for the formation of 3 categories of 
instructors; these people would ideally 
have been responsible for the safe propa
gation of the sport. Apart from the 
obvious problems associated with the 
popularisation of climbing (which has 
been sufficiently dealt with in past issues 

Above left : Under the overhangs of 
'Adagio '. A new route takes the crack 
above the climber. Photo: J-P Danvoye. 
Above : (ypical Val David rock - 'Claire 
Lavoie' (V. 5.6). Right: Second ascent of 
'La Revanche' at Cran des £rabies (V+, 
5. 7 ). Photo: P. Sassier. 



of Mountain), a certain number of 
Quebec climbers have attended the 
instructor courses with the goal of learn
ing how to climb, others for the prestige 
of having an "official" badge, and some 
to prove themselves as climbers, without 
any consideration of the responsibilities 
this "title" implies. The instructor 
courses have been the ideal setting for the 
breeding of rather regrettable ethics 
involving the creation of an artificial elite, 
and even of competitiveness. If one goes 
to the extreme and compares this situ
ation with Russian competition meets, 
the difference is only one of degree and 
the prospects not much better. 

As the number of climbers increased 
in the Montreal area, and as the possibi
lities for first ascents decreased, climbers 
began to look beyond the one- and two
pitch climbs of "home", and focused 
their attention on longer climbs involving 
more commitment. Jean Sylvain and 
Andre Robert, two French Canadians 
from Quebec City, were responsible for 
the discovery of the major cliffs of the 
province and the development of Quebec 
big wall climbing by artificial and free 
means. Although a German party estab
lished the . first route in 1966 on the 
1,000ft. Cap Trinite, one of several cliffs 
rising from the Saguenay fiord, their 
route followed the left-hand edge of the 
cliff, avoiding the steeper ground of the 
middle section. It was up to Jean Sylvain, 
Andre Robert and Pierre Vezina in 1967 
to follow a direct line up the wall in a 

Above left: the lichen and mould covered 
rock of 'La Revanche' typical of the Cran 
des £rabies. Photo: R. Jotterand. Left: 
Pierre Vezina climbing on the first ascent 
of the 'Diedre Robert Vezina', Cap Trinite. 
Photo: A. Robert. Opposite page: Cap 
Trinite. Routes marked: 0. As yet in
complete and un-named; a complete(y 
free line still being worked on. 1. 'L 'Araig
ne' (The Spider) 800ft. V+, A3. First 
climbed in 1974 by M. Blais, L. Nadeau 
and A. Robert. 2. 'Diedre Robert Vezina.' 
800ft. V-, A3. First climbed in 1970 by 
A. Robert and P. Vezina. The climb was 
repeated in the winter of 1975. After one 
attempt had failed, the climb took one 
week. This is the on(y winter ascent of 
Cap Trinite. 2a. 'Vire du Cure Dallaire. ' 
(Reverend Dallaire 's L~dge) V-, A3, 850ft. 
First ascent in 1973 by M. Blais, P. Goug
oux and B. Lefebvre. 3. 'Diedre du Pere 
Lavoie'. ( Father Lavoie 's Corner) 1 V+, 
A3. 950ft. First ascent in 1973 by L. Nad
eau and A. Robert. 4. 'Les Grands Galais '. 
(The Big Pebbles). V+, A3. 950ft. First 
climbed by C Berube and L. Nadeau in 
19 73. This is one of the more spectacular 
routes on the Cap Trinite, 5. 'Directissime. ' 
V. A3. 950ft. The first route on the cliff 
climbed by Canadian climbers. The climb, 
in 1967, ·by Jean Sylvain, Pierre Vezina 
and Andre Roberi took twelve days. 
6. The line taken by Claude Berube· in 
1975 during the firs"t solo ascent of the 
cliff After an independent start it joins 
the German Route for a while before 
taking a variant finish. V+, A2, 900ft. 
7. The German's Route. V- , Al. 850ft. 
The line of the first ascent of the Cap 
Trinite done in 1966 by a par~y of 
Gennan climbers including D. Cuwkroski. 



Yosemite idiom. The climb lasted 12 
days, partly because of its technical 
difficulty,· but also because all the mud
filled cracks had to be cleaned before 
pitons could hammered in. 

Chocks had not yet been introduced 
in Quebec, and climbers were stiil using 
soft pitons, ladder etriers, mountaineering 
boots, home-crafted body harnesses, 
motor cycle helmets, and wooden boards 
as belay seats - and using the traditional 
European double-rope technique for aid. 
It was at this time that the rather interest
ing term "to be in transit" was intro
duced, describing the climber who would 
momentarily unclip from his belay during 
a climb. Bolts were used on blank 
sections, though never in abuse as was the 
case on Squamish Chief during the first 
ascent of the Grand Wall. 

The Cap Trinite has seven routes on it 
at present, and has seen a four-day solo 
ascent of the German Route by Claude 
Berube in 1975 with a variant finish, and 
a winter ascent of the 1970 Robert
Vezina route. But the logistics of the 
approach were complicated, the climbers 
having to organise a boat ride across the 
choppy waters as well as having to contend 
with 10ft. high tides periodically sweep
ing the base of the cliff. It was certainly 
a worthwhile cliff, as witnessed by the 

still numerous possibilities for new aid 
climbs, but the crag offered fewer alter
natives in free climbing and climbers did 
not see the need to attempt freeing aid 
routes since there were so many other 
virgin cliffs which were equally interest
ing and which offered exciting free 
routes. 

Consequently, the emphasis was 
shifted to developing the Malbaie area, a 
narrow valley hidden among a series of 
impressive 2,000ft. high sidewalls (climbs 
average l ,000ft.) extending 20 miles into 
the wilderness, 100 miles north of 
Quebect City. Climbers in the province 
refer to the valley as the Yosemite of 
Quebec. Jean Sylvain and Andre Robert, 
followed by a small band of locals (the 
Quebec City group has never amounted 
to more than 10 serious climbers) put up 
many first ascents on the Cran des Erables 
(the Maple Mountain), L 'Ecluse (the 
Dam), and L 'Equerre (the Set Square), 
rarely repeating their own routes . A 
certain number of these have yet to be 
repeated. 

New climbers came to the forefront, 
learning from the older climbers, but 
never really coming into contact with 
other Canadian climbers or even US 
climbers. So while Yosemite climbers 
were busy on 5.10 and 5.11 climbs, 

Leopold Nadeau and Claude Berube, at 
the time one of Quebec's strongest pairs, 
were caught struggling up pitches at the 
limit of their abilities and only grading 
them 5.7 - unaware of any reference 
point to grade from, and too humble to 
boast of the sixth grade. In fact, these 
climbs have recently been upgraded to 
5.8 and even 5.9. 

If John Turner's return to England put 
Quebec behind the mainstream of 
climbers in North America, the Quebec 
City group has reversed the trend in the 
past few years. Up to the early '70s 
Quebec City climbers were still in the 
"Golden Age", discovering the crags of 
their province and developing their 
personal approach to climbing, without 
following modern trends or trying to 
push their standards higher. The situation 
has since changed considerably. For one 
thing, the climbers have become more 
aware of their southern neighbours, as 
well as their western fellow-Canadians, 
and have borrowed on some of their 
techniques and equipment, rather than 
relying solely on the Europeans. Rock 
climbing has been extended into a 
summer and• winter activity, with hard 
new routes being climbed, mainly in the 
Malbaie area - while in the Montreal 
area, climbers are attempting to free 



previously aided routes and climb the 
classics in winter conditions. 

Ice climbing has also picked up 
(mainly among the more serious climb
ers), with climbers accepting the Scottish 
Terrordactyls and front point technique, 
but remaining undecided whether to use 
Simond's 12-point crampons or Chou
inard's rigids. 

Montreal has been the scene of some 
activity in ice climbing (the more interest
ing climbs are Les Diablerets and the 
Devil's Tooth at Shawbridge, two vertical 
curtains of ice rising side by side 170ft. 
above Paradise Lake, and very similar in 
character to the Waterfall at Pok-a-Moon
shine), but most of the action has 
occured in Quebec City. The Montmor
ency Falls just outside of the city have 
been the ideal training ground; there, 
climbers experimented with several un
conventional techniques such as tying 
runners around icicles, climbing on ice 
with six inches of water flowing on top 
and rappelling back down through a 
torrential waterfall, sharing home-made 
ice hammers in the middle of a climb, and 
even attempting to climb without cramp
ons. Most of these techniques proved to 
be unsuccessful, but the efforts were not 
entirely wasted, as Claude Berube and 
Leopold Nadeau climbed the Crystal 
Pillar (grade 4) in 1975. This fine route 
was the springboard for the bigger ice 
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climbs of the Malbaie valley. In 1976, 
Claude Berube and Regis Richard climbed 
Quebec's first grade 5, The Trio/et, a 
1,000ft. ice· flow which forms the 
en trance to the heart of the Malbaie 
valley . They then focused their attention 
on a yet harder climb, the ice flow on 
L 'Equerre, even deeper into the Malbaie 
valley. Two attempts over Christmas 76 
failed when the two ran out of time after 
having wasted two days skiing through 
waist-deep snow. The third attempt was 
successful: the two climbed an initial 
rock wall (5 .8) on ropes they had fixed 
on the previous attempt, and completed 
the route in two days, bivouacking 
midway up at - 30 deg. C. with only 
half-bags and no stove to melt ice with. 

The future of climbing in Quebec 
promises not to be dull. The prospects 
for new rock and ice routes in the 
Malbaie valley are exciting; beyond the 
Malbaie lie more valleys with high crags, 
all still untouched and waiting. The 
Jacques Cartier valley, closer to Quebec 
City, has some equally interesting crags 
which have been recently discovered. 
They were to be drowned by a govern
ment plan to flood the entire valley, 
until citizens and climbers successfully 
protested and the project was at least 
postponed. 

Jean Sylvain has been working on a 
guidebook to the major cliffs of the 

Above: L 'Equerre in the Malbaie valley. 
Claude Berube and Regis Richard climbed 
the left-hand icefall - Quebec's first grade 
6. Photo: Janis Kraulis. 

province, with the aim of explaining, not 
now to climb a certain pitch, but rather 
where to find the cliffs and their climbs. 
It should incite more climbers to visit 
these remote crags, thus furthering the 
development of big wall climbing in 
northern Quebec. The mosquito popula
tion will none the less regulate the 
number of climbers flocking to the cliffs. 
The guide book should be available in 
spring 1978. 

Quebec may not yet have any 5 .11 or 
5.12 climbs, but the cliffs are there, and 
it is only a question of time. Climbing 
involves a certain progression in difficulty 
which ought to be respected, and once 
Quebec climbers will have firmly estab
lished 5.9 and 5.10 climbs within their 
system, they will then be ready to attack 
the even harder climbs. -" 

SUMMARY 
Quebec Province, Canada. A survey of 
postwar rock- and ice-climbing develop
ment, with particular reference to the 
cliffs of Val David, Pok-a-Moonshine 
(Adirondacks), Malbaie and the Saguenay 
river. 
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PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

Ken and the art of 
magazine maintenance 
"Hullo, Ken. Tim here." 
(Moves phone away from ear.) 
"Great. I was wondering if 
you'd ring. Are you on a call 
box?" 
"No." 
"Right. Listen to me. Stay 
right where you are, don't 
move a muscle ... " (Noise of 
people in the background.) 
"Ken? Ken? Are you there?" 
Click. "Right. I'm a bit 
drunk. Are you coming in 
the morning?" 
"Yes." 
"Great. See you then." Click. 
For the uninitiated, all this 
may seem a little confusing. 
What was happening was that 
the ever-professional and 
meticulous editor of 
Mountain, Ken Wilson, was 
leaving the guests to take a 
professional phone call in 
the back room of his house, 
where the office of Mountain 
was. No private calls in the 
office, either. What was 
impressive was that even 
when he was admittedly 
under the influence, the act 
never faltered. What a pro. 
More was to come the next 
day when I turned up to be 
shown the ropes. I knocked 
on, and Ken opened, the front 
door. 
"Right. Let's get one thing 
straight. There's no smoking 
in the house." 
Now I'm a heavy smoker, 
and this was bad news. I am 
also notoriously stroppy, 
but I didn't argue. You don't 
argue with Ken unless you 
are ready for a long winter 
and a hard campaign, and 
you had best have ear plugs 
because the noise is deafening. 
What an ogre, you should 
be thinking. Now I'll correct 
you. 
The reason for the ban was 
quite simple. His wife 
Gloria doesn't like the smell 
of smoke in the house. Ken is 
the most considerate of men: 
the brash ones usually are, 
they're just hiding their 
feelings behind the hard 
words. So for Gloria's sake 
there was no smoking in the 
house that day. Every time I 
wanted a cigarette I went 
out in the back garden and 
we talked through the 
window. I don't know who 
looked nuttier, him for 
making me go or me for 
going. I didn't care. I had 
come to learn how to run 
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a mountaineering magazine. 
Ken was certainly the best 
person to teach me, so I 
learnt on his terms. 
I had known Ken since 
before he became an editor 
nearly 10 years ago. Since 
he was a photography 
student, in fact, and then an 
architectural photographer. 
When he gave that up to 
become the editor of 
Mountain Craft most of us, 
his mates, wondered why. 
Many of us feared that the 
prestigious photographic 
career that should have 
been his was going to be 
exchanged for nothing. 
The magazine was run by 
J.E.B. Wright. It was respect
able, established, conservative 
and dull. What possible scope 
was there for a bright young 
lad? 
The first coup was when 
Mountain Craft devoted the 
whole of one issue to 
Patagonia. Both the mountains 
and the concept were 
unheard of in those days. The 
issue was a success: it was 
Ken's first show-stopper. The 
change in attitude that it 
revealed was confirmed in 
January 1969, when the. 
magazine changed its name 
and appeared for the first 
time as Mountain. Not 
Mountain, January 1969, 
but Mountain 1. Brisk, 
businesslike and very much 
in the 1960s bright-new-thing 
mould. 
The short name had an easy 
ring. Words have always 
fascinated Ken. Not so much 
written, but spoken. He loves 
to roll words such as "lorry", 
"enigma" and "spooky", 
round his mouth and hear 
them roll between his teeth 
and his lips. He answers the 
phone with the alliterative 
"Mountain Magazine"; in 
conversation he loves to spit 
out "Mountain" with the 
report of a rockfall. But for 
sonorous perfection ask him 
to recount the opening 
sequence of Once upon a 
Time in the West - verbal 
poetry to match the movie's 
visual! 
The content of the magazine 
quickly came to justify the 
innovations implied in the 
name change. Obvious 
changes such as a striking 
full-colour cover on issue 3; 
issue 4 given over almost 
entirely to Yosemite, where 
only a handful of British 

Above: Ken Wilson, Photo: John Cleare 

climbers had been at that 
time. Also more subtle ones, 
such as the reprint of the 
American article Games 
Climbers Play by Lito Tejada
Flores in issue 2; not many 
British climbers had been 
exposed to American psycho
analysing then, either. 
The real innovation was in the 
_two-part Analysis of British 
Climbing since the War. It 
brought to climbing literature 
the first of many superbly 
researched factual articles 
which were to become the 
real hallmark of Mountain, 
every bit as much as its excit
ing pictures and layouts. 
Within months Ken had 
brought professional ism, in 
the sense of skill, to what had 
been the province of the 
educated amateur. Here was a 
new angle: dressing up facts 
with layout and actually 
peddling hard-core facts. That 
was Ken's creation. From it 
the Info pages of the magazine 
followed logically. As the 
issues passed, the news con
tent of Mountain earned more 
and more respect. The phrase, 
"I read about it in Mountain," 
slipped into the climbing 
vocabulary as a synonym for 
"It's true." 
The newspaper side of the 
magazine has never been far 
from Ken's mind, either. 
Right at the outset there was 
the Anglesey hoax climbs 
affair. An article appeared in 
the Sunday Times conveying 
the information to the mass 
market; Ken was mentioned 

as the editor of Mountain. His 
authority was accepted by a 
real paper. Was he going to 
take on the style of Fleet 
Street, wield the power of the 
Press in the mountains? 
All this means it is no coincid
ence that the.area where Ken 
deserves most credit and the 
area where he has been most 
commonly criticised are one 
and the same: his treatment 
of facts. Right or wrong, Ken 
believes in truth as an absol
ute. In every argument there 
must be goodies and baddies 
(terms Ken himself uses reg
ularly). If he thinks you are 
a baddy he will blast your 
ears with criticism: if he 
thinks you are a goody, you 
have just acquired the best 
set of tonsils in climbing to 
shout your praises. (His voice 
really is loud. It is the only 
one I know that was ever 
clearly d isti ngu ishable above 
the voices of the Holliwell 
brothers and the other anti 
trappist monks of the early 
'70s in the bar of the Padarn 
Lake Hotel.) It isn't just the 
voice that is formidable, 
though: to argue with him is 
to beat your head against a 
crag. Ken is undoubtedly the 
master of the unpopular art 
of never admitting to be 
wrong and then throwing 
your own arguments back at 
you two minutes later. 
He does listen, he does change 
his mind; but he does it priv
ately, not pub I icly. So he 
appears to be obstinate and 
arrogant when what he is 



really doing is weighing things 
up and trying to be impartial. 
If you don't believe this, 
observe the evidence of the 
Info pages in Mountain; they 
have been the epitome of the 
old journalistic adage about 
the facts being sacred. Any
one who thinks that the same 
man who edited them can be 
arrogant enough to prefer his 
own ideas to someone else's is 
more stupid than he believes 
Ken is. He is forceful though, 
and blunt: almost the stereo
type of the self-made man. 
He sits on most of the comm
ittees that have to do with 
British climbing. His position 
there is justified not by 
education, not by that ten
uous reason "climbing skill", 
but by ability and knowledge. 
The encyclopaedic knowledge 
that he put into the news 
columns is rightly available to 
the Mount Everest Grants 
Committee, for instance. 
Ability, the unkind might 
retort, has never been a criter
ion for such appointments. 
Enthusiasm and energy are 
more to the point. Ken 
possesses both to an unnerving 
degree. 
In the early Mountain days 
his work schedule was deter
mined by the hours of the 
pop-pirate stations. Radio 
London started up at six in 
the morning and finished, 
with John Peel, at two. Ken 
would leave the radio on full 
blast all day and night. When 
the music stopped, so did Ken; 
when it started, so did Ken. 
Car journeys with Ken are 
equally energetic. "I like 
driving, it gets the adrenalin 
going," was his answer to my 
statement that I liked train 
journeys because I could relax. 
Passengers in his car are sub
jected to an initial barrage of 
argument and news. Having 
thus exhausted them, Ken 
will continue the attack with 
his version of every Chuck 
Berry number he can remem
ber: he claims to know them 
all. At the end of the journey 
the host gets the verbal 
barrage heightened by the 
adrenalin rush from the drive. 
It is too trite to say that 
Ken's strength in mountain 
photography is the architec
tural shot of a crag. But it is 
a feature of his photos that 
they gain much of their 
power from the detailed 
record of the rock texture 

and geometry. They are im
pressive, technically accurate, 
works of record; attention 
to detail is the key, both in 
composition and execution. 
At his best, someone like Leo 
Dickinson can convey more 
atmosphere, but you can 
always trace the line on a 
"Ken". Journalistically his 
forte may be the factual, but 
the pages of Mountain have 
always been graphically bold 
and imaginative. The most 
readable and simple typeface, 
strong titles and headlines 
and, above all, boldly present
ed photographs. "A magazine 
like this marches on photo
graphs. Whatever else you do 
you must have the photos. If 
you haven't got good ones, 
then wait until you have" -
that was lesson two or there
abouts. It was he who turned 
the clinical formula of Im 
Extremen Fels into Hard 
Rock - indisputably the 
best book about British 
climbing to appear this cen
tury, and therefore probably 
the best ever. Show a copy of 
Mountain to a non-climber 
and he never fails to be 
struck by the strength and 
slickness of the presentation. 
Mountains make impressive 
subjects for photography, 
impact is easily obtained, but 
think how easy it is to follow 
articles in Mountain. They 
never succumb to the annoy
ing "continued on page 87" 
that bedevils many other mag
azines. The visual strength of 
the layout is matched by an 
underlying framework which 
makes each issue a coherent 
whole. But another Ken lesson 
was: "Look back at the end 
of each year. Look at the six 
issues and see if you think 
that someone who took out a 
subscription for that year got 
good value, balanced cover
age." What other formula 
could there possibly be to 
keep the readers satisfied? 
Perhaps yet another Ken 
lesson gives the only real alter
native: "I've tried to make 
this the best climbing magaz
ine in the world. I've got to be 
able to look at each issue 
when it comes out and be able 
to say that it's the best poss
ible product." 
There is one facet of Ken not 
touched on yet. He is a very 
political animal. More than 
most climbers, he feels the 
struggles to control the hills 

are important. He has taken a 
firm line on the relationship 
between education and climb
ing. He has taken firm lines 
on ethical matters in order to 
preserve the strength of the 
climbing ethic. His politics 
are clearly based on the 
premise "climbing for climb
ers". The manner in which he 
has become involved, though, 
is not unconnected with the 
personalities of two of his 
friends of long standing -
Dave Cook and P.ete Crew. 
Cook, an openly committed 
Communist and full-time 
political worker, perhaps gave 
him the interest in the mech
anics of running a country, or 
a climbing world, that he has -
as well as the intellectual 
stimulus of constant debate. 
Crew gave him a clear exam
ple of how there is no substi
tute for action and involve
ment if you want to get 
things done. To that he added 
his ability to learn. If anyone 
tells you that Ken never 
learns, just remind them how 
quickly he turned from simple 
photographer into highly 
competent magazine editor. 
To do that you must be able 
to learn, to listen to other 
people and turn their ideas 
into something of your own. 
Recently at the Alpine Club 
he fell victim, apparently, to 
Mike Baker's courtroom-sharp 
barrister's wit. A rule change 
had been proposed: in order 
to comply with drinking laws, 
part of the constitution had 
to be altered . The word "cul
tural" had to be substituted 
for the word "political" in 
the definition of the aims of 
the club. 
Ken: "Do I take it, then, that 
if I get political I can't have a 

drink?" . ( Laughter.) 
Baker: "I tried to make the 
change understandable to the 
common man." 
Ken: "But I am a common 
man." 
Baker: "Precisely." (Loud 
laughter.) 
Everyone admired Mike 
Baker's dry wit : what about 
Ken's feed lines? All the more 
admirable for being cast in 
precisely the right mould for 
the Edwardian atmosphere of 
the Alpine Club in Mayfair. 
The exchange also gives the 
lie to his alleged lack of 
humour. For Ken, running 
Mountain was a serious affair 
- the role of editor left no 
room for humour. Anyone 
who can bandy words as Ken 
did that night and still be 
accused of humourlessness has 
a great act going. To make a 
fool of yourself, you need a 
very good sense of humour. 
Now all this is over. He will 
have to change his act. His 
intentions are to write and 
publish mountaineering books. 
Classic Rock and World Rock 
are well on the way to appear
ing in print. The history of 
Everest which he and Doug 
Scott are co-authoring is also 
imminent. Ken provided the 
best summary of what he 
intends to do, though, when 
he spoke to his bank manager 
to tell him that the sale of 
the magazine had gone 
through. The question was 
obviously: "What now?" 
Ken's reply was: "Don't 
worry, there'I I be plenty 
happening in the next few 
months." Might just be his 
motto, that. 

Tim Lewis 
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Master of Rock 

by Pat Ament 

Alpine House Boulder. 
$11.95 

There has been a bias against 
bouldering in the mountain
eering world, as there has been 
against philosophy. Ament's 
small volume marshal ls cause 
for rebuff. The first apotheo
sis of an art form many, in 
their private repasts, have 
come to identify as spiritual, 
this intriguing, if splendidly 
specialised document -
replete with 245 black and 
white pictures of Gill in 
action - offers access to what 
Ament hails as the "poetry 
of mountaineering". 
The book consists of loose 
reminiscence, interviews and 
short glimpses by others. 
Most of the written material 
suffers from a uniformity of 
obeisance. There is disciple
ship run rampant, and this 
must be somewhat embarrass
ing to Gill, whose ability to 
manage a one-fingertip pull-
up is saluted with a vigour 
right out of Soviet postage 
stamps. Chouinard's Zen and 
the Art of Rock Climbing 
brings bouldering into the 
domain of mind sports. 
"Right now, climbing is still 
in a stage of pure physical 
movement, and the next step 
is going to be mind control. I 
think Gill has already gone 
into that .... " This was all in
timated five years ago when 
Bernard Amy published his 
delightful short story The 
Greatest Climber in the 
World (Mountain 24). 
Perhaps one of the reasons 
bouldering transcends the 
heated cliques of mainstream 
climbing is the fact its raison 
d'etre is privacy. It is med ita
tion made flesh, the micro
cosm of mountaineering, and 
to that end it avoids the 
abuses of competition and 
danger. Doubtless, with 
enough promotional exuber
ance, the "art of bouldering" 
will catch on in American and 
European schools. With over 
500 climbing walls in England, 
and many springing up in the 
U.S .. the one-pitch vanguard 
is safely on its way. Armchair 
climbers can take heart. 
Ament writes that "the 
difference between a boulder 
problem and an El Capitan 
route may be the difference 
between a poem by Yeats 
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and a novel by Hemingway". 
The photographs are sporadic 
in quality. Most of them are 
snapshots, taken over the 
past three decades by anony
mous friends of Gill. A major
ity of them detail Gill's ex
quisite penchant for over
hang-nothingness. It is as it 
existentialism moved out-of
doors. 
In an article for the London 
Observer many years ago, 
Clive James, in discussing the 
"art-sports" with reference 
to figure skating, wrote: "It's 
possible that an art which 
depends so largely on the 
conquest of difficulties will 
rapidly become decadent 
when the limitations of the 
human body allow no further 
difficulties to be conjectured, 
except by freaks." Gill Has 
proven something quite to 
the contrary. 
Michael Tobias. 

*** 
From his mountain retreat in 
Colorado, Pat Ament has 
been writing for the last few 
years about the innermost 
world of climbing. His many 
articles and unusual first book, 
Swaramandal, are personal 
portraits, inner world lc1nd
scapes. In his latest work, 
Master of Rock, Ament con
tinues to sound the depths, 
this time probing into the 
life of John Gill, the legendary 
American climber of boulders 
and short cliffs. 
John Gill provides an excell
ent portrait for Ament to 
draw, for there are rich human 
lessons in Gill's climbing and 
in the way other climbers 
view Gill. Beginning with per
ceptions of Gill, Ament tells 
how, during the '60's, most 
U.S. climbers had heard rum
ors of a tall, strong man who 
climbed impossible overhang
ing boulders in Colorado, 
Wyoming and elsewhere. 
Royal Robbins, Dave Rearick, 
Bob Kamps and other promin
ent climbers of the '60's occ
asionally encountered Gill and 
relayed his feats to others. It 
became known that John free 
soloed the Thimble in the 
Needles of South Dakota by a 
dangerous face and no one 
could (or has) come close to 
repeating the climb with a 
top rope. Kamps reported on 
similar routes on Blacktail 
Butte in the Tetons. Adding 
to the legend were single, 
small white arrows appearing 
under horrible overhanging 

boulders in the Needles and 
elsewhere, arrows climbers 
said were the start of Gill 
climbs. Finally, there were 
rumours of Gill's gymnastic 
teats, including a one-arm 
front level and one finger, 
one arm pull-ups on any finger! 
Ament paints the legend in 
several ways. He gives personal 
reflections upon first hearing 
about the Thimble and 
reflects how he and Robbins 
barely did a first 5th class 
ascent of a route which later 
proved to be one of Gill's 
moderate free solo problems. 
The legend is further woven 
as Ament relates his personal 
experiences bouldering with 
Gill where Ament, as with the 
rest of us, "could grasp the 
holds but not the problem." 
Finally, current written and 
verbal communication about 
Gill from a number of climbers 
stirs up the mystery surround
ing the quiet and powerful 
man. Chouinard speculates 
Gill might be connecting Zen 
and climbing. Rearick gives a 
nostalgic glance backward to 
carefree days in the Tetons 
with Gill. Other climbers 
marvel at Gill boulder prob
lems and tell how energized 
was their climbing as a result . 
Adding to the montage, 
Ament sets off the text with 
black and white photos 
showing the artist at work . 
Several photos (Veedauwoo, 
Ripper, for example) hammer 
home the image of this man 
"secure in the bliss and power 
of isolation" as Ament says. 
Having painted the legend, 
Ament goes on to try to show 
"what Gill teaches the climb
ing world is only partly about 
climbing," and in so doing 
takes off where many bio
graphies end - where legend 
meets reality. From specula
tion, perspective and remin
iscences, the book turns to an 
extended interview with Gill, 
and the result if a rare, fresh, 
straightforward seminar on 
self, excellence, passion and 
practice from the mathemat
ician-boulderer. The interview 
is so completely devoid of 
self-serving purposes as to 
stand in sharp contrast to any 
in recent climbing literature. 
We learn about imagination 
and myth making in finding 
rumours of Buh l's feats pro
pelled Gill onto the one finger 
pull-up, finally accomplished 
- though not on all fingers as 
rumour has it. Then there is 
the lesson on obsession, but 

demonstrated in Gill's practice 
of moves he thought would be 
encountered on the Thimble 
by climbing on a nuts and 
bolts simulation of the 
Thimble recreated in a gym
nasium! As for the purpose of 
so many hours on rock and 
its importance, Gill talks of 
the silent, focused and hyp
notic growth of his craft. He 
draws an analogy with the joy 
of discovery in his profession, 
mathematics, where breaking 
a certain frontier brings 
elation, however simple the 
accomplishment sometimes 
seems in reflection. 
The most important lesson 
within the lesson comes last. 
It is whatever allows Gill to 
realize his satisfactions but 
tell us convincingly that he 
does not wish for what he 
never attained; that he can 
respectively fail in the same 
way he admirably succeeded ; 
and that he hopes he may 
laugh at himself and others 
even at the moment of hottest 
competition. This idea, con
tradictory to what Gill calls 
the climber's cardinal sin, 
vanity, is perhaps the most 
important Ament elicits in the 
interview. It is particularly 
important for climbers to 
consider, who employ what 
Gill calls "desperate means," 
including lies, to make a name 
for themselves. 
Master of Rock is Ament's 
second book on the inner 
world of climbing. As with 
the first, the approach is 
most unusual in climbing lit
erature. As Gill says about 
the direction of Ament's 
writing, "You have that spark 
of true individualism and in
itiative that enables you to set 
the rules of the game .. . " Not 
everyone will like the rules 
and results, but for those who 
believe, as I do, that the inner 
rather than the outer world of 
climbing is the more impor
tant, Master of Rock will be 
close at hand. 

Tom Higgins 

Recent Developments 

edited by Steve Bancroft 

BMC/Cordee £1 
I can't remember whether its 
cover was grey or yellow. I 
lost mine out on the grit 15 
years ago . Beloved Vol. 4, 
with its pictures of Biven on 
Quietus, of B.P.Super, of 
climbers in nailed boots on 
Undertaker's Buttress and 



The Helix, and its guides to 
new or neglected crags. Above 
all it contained descriptions 
of route upon route which 
were the searing dreams of 
our youth - The Dangler, 
Quietus, Right Eliminate, 
Elder Crack, Great Slab, 
Trident, Matinee, Sloth, The 
Mincer, The Rasp. Volume 4 
of Rock Climbs in the Peak, 
Further Developments on 
Gritstone, published I think 
in 1957 and writing the 
record to a golden era of grit
stone climbing. 
Twenty years -later a slim 
black pamphlet appears bear
ing the title Recent Develop
ments. It has a single cover
shot illustration which cap
tures its mood to perfection, 
and inside is the record of an 
era as fruitful and innovative 
as the one described by its 
predecessor of 20 years ago: 
Nectar, London Wall, Green 
Death, Edge Lane, Billy 
Whizz, Hairless Heart, Moon
walk, Profit of Doom, Five 
Finger Exercise, Creme de la 
Creme; "Gritstone," it says, 
"rules again." 
The purpose of "this historic 
opus" (self-styled, with tong
ue wavering around cheek) is 
"to bring the guidebook 
information up to date after 
a period of intense develop
ment and also, by a prelimin
ary airing of the develop
ments, to attract comment 
and criticism." It certainly 
will be taken as having a 
polemical purpose by many 
who prefer to lose sight of 
the climbs themselves. The 
series editor himself gives out 
a bold-type warning to climb
ers that "they may find that 
many pitches in th is guide 
are undergraded". Many who 
are unused to gritstone climb
ing will be a little unnerved 
to find in the sample list that 
Puppet Crack, Three Pebble 
Slab and The Sloth are all 
graded a lowly 4c+, Great 
Slab 5a+, and Saul's Arete 
5b. Other shocks are in store 
in the main text: Edge Lane 
at 5b, B itterfingers and 
Supersonic ("Is this Britain's 
first 6c ?") at 5c+. 
But one should understand 
that such gradings as these 
do not arise from a parochial 
insecurity, a fear of hard
sounding numbers or words, 
or a desire to do the opposi
tion down. They arise merely 
out of a real belief among 
gritstoners, a familiarity un
laced by contempt, that their 
climbs are no more than this. 
Gritstone is an art unto itself, 
and how much does the out
sider know? "How can I cut 
my toe-nails?" asked the man 
with no feet. As Bancroft 
states in his technical notes, 
"Traditionally, routes in the 
Peak District have been more 
stiffly graded than those in 
areas such as North Wales or 

The Lakes." Crew and Barn
field's guide to Stanage End 
and High Neb came in for 
heavy criticism for its suppos
ed undergrading, as did the 
original Froggatt guide, but 
as Crew says, "Wed idn't del
iberately undergrade any
thing; they just seemed to us 
the grade that we gave them." 
I can remember when Valky
rie, Three Pebble Slab, 
Chequers Crack, Daydreamer, 
Freddy's Finale, The Mincer, 
Teck Crack and The Sloth 
were all graded straight Very 
Severe, and were accepted as 
such unquestioningly by the 
gritstone fraternity of the 
time. Probably the attitude 
arises out of a Northern dis
trust of lushness, a preference 
for understatement over 
hyperbole. And gritstone is as 
exclusively Northern, and 
clubby, as Tetley's, whippets, 
or home truths - "If I say it's 
Extremely Severe, it's Ex
tremely bloody Severe." 
What matters really, then, is 
not whether these gradings 
compare with those in other 
areas, nor whether they con
stitute a refusal to extend an 
open-ended system, but 
whether they are interconsis
tent - and this, by and large, 
they are. One could quibble 
with them here and there, but 
then one is being invited to do 
so. Likewise one could argue 
against the re-naming of climbs 
initially aided and subsequent
ly done free. I believe this to 
be a valid step when the 
route was previously done in 
poor style relative to its pos
ition and time; and the use of 
aid on gritstone must always 
be considered bad style. 
Buffoon and Gibbon as such 
should never have been 
brought into existence, there
fore why not use the names 
bestowed on those lines by 
the real first ascension ists? 
The central point of the guide, 
though, is not names or 
grades, but to make available 
to everyone, even Southerners, 
the products of the incredible 
renaissance in gritston2 ci 1mb
ing that has occurred ,_, ver the 
last two or three years. If you 
believe, as I do, that in grit
stone I ies the health of our 
climbing, then it puts over a 
happy picture indeed. John 
Allen, Steve Bancroft, Gabe 
Regan, the Stokes brothers, 
and all their allies are a gener
ation as gifted and significant 
as any that have gone before 
them. Their routes are superb. 
Ten years ago, with a conven
tional eye to the climbable, it 
seemed to me that gritstone 
would have to wait an awfully 
long time before a sufficient 
rise in standards would open 
it up again. Yet now classics 
have sprung from the spaces 
between: is there a better slab 
route anywhere than Hairless 
Heart? Or a more awesomely 

Above: First ascent of White Wall, Millstone Edge, Steve 
Bancroft is leading the climb free. The sling was placed 
by abseil and is for protection. Photo: Bernard Newman 

steep and pure finger-crack 
than that of London Wall? 
How did we miss seeing Moon
walk or Profit of Doom? 
What blind eyes did we cast 
over Cratcliff? There are routes 
in this guide to rank with the 
greatest on grit. A generation 
has given us its new realisa
tions of the climbable. 
The guide, as one is bound to 
say of a guide which one 
views with warmth, is well 
done. After a most thorough 
session of nit-picking I came 
up with only three mistakes, 
all relating to first ascents and 
all utterly trivial. (Tippler 
Direct on Stanage, Slip Arete 
and Monk's Park on Chats
worth were climbed by Alpha 
members in the early '60s.) 
The ethical lead given is a 
strong one: only two points 
of aid in the whole guide, and 
both of those on previously 
aided routes on limestone. 
(The guide does cover recent 
limestone developments as 
well - 25 pages of limestone 
to 60 of grit.) The old prob
lem of hold-chipping appears 
in a new and insidious form, 
on Downhill Racer and 
Linden. This latter is a route 
which was scrubbed, chipped, 
and rehearsed for its original 
artificial ascent, then chipped 
again for its free ascent. So 
what sort of route does that 

leave us with? And if top prac
titioners resort to these tac
tics, how can we decry those 
who have chipped holds on 
Pedlar's Slab or, in earlier 
times, Rusty Wall? Bancroft 
makes suitably swingeing 
remarks against the practice. 
But there we are: the bad with 
the good, and the good out
weighs it all. Truly a "historic 
opus", worth buying for its 
routes, its atavism, its covert 
jibes at gritstone doyens and 
duennas ("Banana Fingers" 
Drummond, G.Birkles, et.al.). 
Or purely for the breath of 
fresh air it brings into the 
whole stagnant compound of 
over-serious, over-indulged, 
over-described, over-rated 
other attractions of the climb
ing world at large. First and 
foremost once again: gritstone; 
the thing itself and thank 
God for it! 
Jim Perrin 

The Mountain Men 

by Alan Hankinson 

Heinemann £5.95 

The sub-title, An Early History 
of Rock Climbing in North 
Wales, explains what the book 
is about. By "early", Hankin
son basically means from the 
beginning to 1914 - although 
quite rightly he adds a chapter 
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in which he describes such 
climbing as was done during 
the war and immediately after 
it, and traces briefly what 
happened to some of the 
climbers who had been so 
active in Wales when the war 
broke out. As regards the 
beginning of his story, he 
allows himself a chapter or 
two of pre-history, his "moun
tain men" including people so 
diverse as King Arthur, Owen 
Glendower, Dr. Johnson, 
Thomas Pennant, the Rev. 
William Bingley and Charles 
Kingsley - none of whom, 
not even Bingley (first 
ascensionist of Clogwyn du'r 
Arddu in 1798), enjoyed rock 
climbing for its own sake; but 
this makes a good short 
prelude to the time when the 
real business began. 
Until about 1880, the actual 
mountaineers who visited 
Wales came in the winter 
months, looking not for 
rocks, but for practice on ice 
and snow, and they recorded 
no details of their routes. The 
arrival of the serious rock 
climber (the first great ach
ievement was the ascent of 
the West Peak of Lliwedd in 
1883) changed all this. Brief 
notes, and presently longer 
ones, began to be recorded in 
locked hotel books; route 
descriptions and articles mul
tiplied in early C.C.Journals; 
the Abrahams wrote their 

bulky volume Rock Climbing 
in North Wales; Archer 
Thomson was persuaded to 
produce the first two We'lsh 
gµides; Geoffrey Young con
tributed his brilliant chapter 
on Pen-y-Pass to Carr and 
Lister's Mountains of Snow
donia (1925) - a book which, 
in its four historical chapters, 
was the first to survey the 
history of Welsh climbing, 
from its remote origins down 
to 1924. And a good deal 
more has appeared since then, 
notably in several of Young's 
later writings. 
So there was plenty of mater
ial for Hankinson to work 
from, and one important jus
tification for adding to the 
literature on the subject is 
that a lot of the existing 
printed works, once so famil
iar, are no longer easily avail
able except in libraries. In a 
book whose text is less than 
200 pages, Hankinson is not 
afraid to quote extensively, 
both from unprinted notes 
and from earlier articles or 
books. This seems quite right; 
nor can one complain at his 
selection of photographs 
which, if they are to be repre· 
sentative, are almost bound 
to include some which have 
appeared before. How far, 
though, has Hankinson succ
eeded in adding to our factual 
knowledge of the early climb· 
ing scene in North Wales, or 

LOCATION ........ N.W.HIGHLANDS 
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in adjusting the .perspectives 
in which it has traditionally 
been viewed? He has consult
ed almost all likely sources, 
including the personal recoll
ections of several individuals; 
and he is able to bring out 
some new or unfamiliar 
points, such as the offence 
given in C.C. circles by a 
passage about Oscar Ecken
stei n in the Abrahams' book. 
But his difficulty is that the 
total amount of surviving 
evidence is I im ited; he has 
selected from it, and woven it 
together, admirably, without 
however being able to find 
much new information of real 
importance. 
His interpretation of the 
period, which is also conser· 
vative, is summed up in the 
first sentence of the book: 
"Rock climbing in North 
Wales was the creation of a 
small group fo men who 
shared three qua I ities: a zest 
for the sport, a high level of 
culture and education, and a 
uniquely romantic attitude." 
He argues that in the main 
these two latter characteristics 
were not shared by the lead· 
ing figures in Lake District 
climbing, for whom "climb
ing was never more than a 
holiday pastime". He sees the 
basic reason for the special 
attitude of the early Welsh 
climbers as deriving from the 
influence of two men, very 

different in character, but 
both romantics in their feel
ing for the hills - Archer 
Thomson and Geoffrey 
Young. That this is, broadly, 
the way in which the period 
has been seen before does not 
mean that it may not be the 
right way to see it still; it 
very likely is. Geoffrey Young 
in particular exercised a great 
influence, both at the time 
and in his subsequent writing; 
and Hankinson, having stud· 
ied the subject afresh, has 
concluded that the accepted 
views hold good. This is an 
absolutely legitimate conclu
sion, although one cannot help 
wondering whether, outside 
the Pen-y-Pass circle, there 
may not have been many 
more actiVB climbers than we 
ever hear about. The hardest 
pre-1914 route in Wales, the 
Direct on Glyder Fach, seems 
to have attracted no attention 
at the time it was done. 
This is a good book, and a 
very welcome one. It is not 
too long, very well written 
and thoroughly enjoyable to 
read. Among other things, it 
contains an excellent chapter 
on early equipment and 
technique; and the index, an 
important feature of any 
history, deserves a special 
mention. 
David Cox .6. 
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LETTERS 
Guides and grading in 
Scotland 

Bill Brooker 

Dear Sir, 
The remarks on Guidebooks 
and Gradings confusion in 
Mountain No. 57 offer a 
welcome ventilation of these 
subjects. However, they 
require some further comment. 
There is no easy solution to 
the problem presented by 
rock climbing guidebooks, 
particularly in Scotland 
where crags have an exten-
sive geographical d istri-
bution, often remote and 
may be infrequently visited. 
The climber operating in his 
home area requires a 
definitive guide which 
contains as complete a 
description of the climbing 
available as possible. The 
visiting itinerant however, 
may be content with a 
selective guide which 
includes only some of the 
climbs from each of a large 
number of crags. The latter 
is financially viable, the 
former unlikely to be so, 
unless the area is very 
popular. 
In an ideal world the 
climber should be able to 
choose from both types of 
guide and to some extent 
this is the case with both the 
regional S.M .T. and the 
Mac Innes selective guides 
being available. The latter 
were produced with the 
blessing of the S.M.T. which 
has always regarded its 
primary responsibility as 
being to provide the Scottish 
climber with regional 
coverage rather than cater 
for the visitor. The policy 
you criticise was to that end. 
It was conceived before 
inflation made guidebooks 
so expensive to produce and 
to buy (they still cost no 
more than a good karabiner). 
In addition, climbers in 
Scotland are fewer and 
thinner on the ground than 
South of the Border and 
good guidebook writers are 
not easily found. 
The policy in question no 
longer exists and the new 
Creag an Dubh Loch/ 
Lochnagar Guide currently 
being printed combines two 
of the former regional 
divisions. The original scheme 
of sixteen guides never got 
beyond twelve and the future 
Will probably see around 
half a dozen area guides 

each with some degree of 
selection. It is to be hoped 
that this will strike a balance 
between the ideal and the 
economic. 
There is no doubt in my own 
opinion that a highly 
selective guidebook, however 
attractive its wide coverage 
and bargain price, falls 
short in several ways. It 
tends to concentrate attention 
on certain routes to the 
neglect of others and may 
well omit the historical and 
environmental information 
which is part of the character 
of a climbing ground and is 
so important in a multi
dimensional sport I ike ours 
with its own traditions. We 
should also remember that 
the piratical or perhaps we 
should say parasitical guides 
are based on the system of 
recording, naming and 
classifying routes established 
by the definitive guides 
which preceded them. 

The disappearance of 
definitive guides may of 
course produce other 
dividends. Cliffs where route 
congestion exists today may 
well reappear with only a 
sparse network of natural 
lines etched upon their 
guidebook diagrams and may 
even have some of the sense 
of exploration they used to 
offer restored to them. The 
new route aspirant will be 
forced willy nilly to diligent
ly research the "obscure and 
densly packed" pages of the 
S.M. C. Journal if he is to be 
certain of the chastity of the 
rock he climbs. 
At the outcrop level I hope 
that definitive guides, 
cheaply produced from 
local sources will continue 
to be possible. Just such a 
guide covering the Grampian 
coastline is due shortly. 
On the matter of gradings 
the S.M .C. is neither 
"reactionary" nor "in a cul 
de sac." You merely assume 
that what is right for 
England and Wales must 
necessarily be also right for 
Scotland. An assumption not 
uncommon in other quarters. 
The S.M.C. sees its first 
responsibility as towards a 
grading policy to meet Scott
ish requirements. When the 
system of grading winter 
routes in a different way 
from rock climbs was devised 
it was speedily adopted by 
the S.M.C. as being approp
riate to the Scottish climbing 
scene of the time. Our 

approach to rock grades is 
certainly much more 
conservative than yours but 
pure rock climbing is and 
always has been less special
ised and highly developed 
than in England and Wales. 
Presumably because there 
are fewer climbs and climbers 
at the hardest level and 
outcrop climbing which is 
such a productive nursery of 
development is much less 
important. 
The S.M.C. has no preten
tions to "imperious inflex
ibility" on these matters. We 
are quite ready to make 
changes to suit the needs of 
Scottish climbers. Opinion 
about the grading system was 
canvassed and resulted in the 
expected deafening apathy. 
Only two letters (from 
writers who frequently 
share a rope) advocated 
adoption of the English 
system. Others, including 
some of the Creagh Dhu, not 
normally renowned for 
their establishment attitudes, 
advocated no change from the 
traditional Scottish VS. As a 
first step a HVS grade was 
introduced to include every
thing above VS. I fail to see 
anything ambi9.uous in that. 
The possibility of extending 
the system to include an XS 
grade whe'n justified was also 
indicated. Two things have in 
fact precipitated this 
extension. One was the big 
increase over the last year in 
first ascents and re-ascents 
of XS routes, the other, more 
important reason was the new 
Lochnagar/Dubh Loch Guide. 
For obvious economic 
reasons such a guide will be 
expected to be val id for a 
number of years and as such 
it was desirable to introduce 
an XS grade . Somewhat 
reluctantly therefore the 
new grading has now been 
adopted and in the interests 
of harmony will be extended 
to other S.M.C. and S.M.T. 
publications. 
I use the word 'reluctantly' 
because there is a lot of 
resistance among Scottish 
climbers and not only the 
older ones, to an approach 
which describes and classifies 
a cliff to the nth degree. 
Such an approach is seen as 
removing the last shreds of 
uncertainty and exploration 
which are the essence of 
mountain adventure. For this 
reason I will be surprised if 
the further numerical refine
ments of the XS grade come 

to be adopted up here - at 
least not for some time. I 
don't climb at that standard 
and cannot comment from 
experience but it is obvious 
that a system of fine sub
division is much more diff
icult to apply on big, remote 
cliffs than on smaller accessib
le ones which see a far greater 
intensity of climbing . 
Far be it from me to question 
the judgement of the 
Climbers' Club but I do 
wonder about the purpose of 
such a system. Who needs 
such precise gradings, and 
why? In Scotland we often 
find climbs can survive for 
years with wildly inaccurate 
gradings with the result that 
people sometimes feel extra 
smug or have unexpected 
epics. In any case, 
individual physical differences, 
variations in humidity, 
temperature and wind 
strength, can create grading 
variations which would 
seem to invalidate such 
precision. 

Are these fine gradings to 
fuel pub arguments, for ego
polishing or to add to safety? 
If the last, one would have 
thought that anyone climbing 
at this standard should have 
developed the necessary 
judgment to match - or 
is this system aimed at 
partially replacing the judg
ment so that the whole thing 
is really a kind of esoteric 
gymnastics - a way of 
making the hardest climbs 
accessible to other than the 
hardest men? Is the E system 
proposed for other than the 
XS grade? If not, why not? 
Why should those whose 
world is limited to the VS -
or the V D iff, be denied its 
delights? Such extension 
would provide a field day for 
the rock climbing Wain
wrights of this world. 
I am beginning to think there 
is more than one kind of 
bureaucracy in the mountain
eering world. To pursue this 
argument to its conclusion 
we should of course not only 
scrap the whole grading 
system but the guide books 
too. This would have saved 
me the trouble of writing 
this letter . It will be wasted 
anyway, say my friends, who 
tell me you won't publish 
a reply unless it is edited out 
of all recognition. 
I might just add that I enjoyed 
the excellent article on Craig 
Gogarth in Mountain 57. I 
looked in vain, however, for 

Continued on page 51 ► 
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Accept the challenge of North America's · 
highest peak, 20,320' Mount McKinley. 

Expedition climb with professional guides 
in small parties via the West Butress route. 

This year BCA, formerly Alaska Mountineering 
Expeditions, will offer three expeditios to 

Mount McKinley. 

The tentative dates for the 1978 climbing season are: 
May 1st, June 5th, and July 10th 

The total cost for the 19 to 25 day 
expedition is $990 which includes 

all transportation between 
Anchorage and the Kahiltna Glacier, 

high quality food, 
and all group equipment. 

Write for brochure, equipment list and application 

DOWN 
JACKETS 
&VESTS 

A special purchase enables us to offer a 
choice of 55% and 70% down jackets 
and vests at very competitive prices I 

Both models available in a choice 
of two-tone colour combinations 
while vests have the added 
advantage of being fully revers-
ible with a contrasting colour 
scheme. 

Write or 'phone for details. 

Also in stock is clothing from 

• JAVLIN • HELLY HANSEN 
• NORTH CAPE 

• TULLY MOUNTAIN CRAFT 
and • TENSON 

Our 52 page Equipment Guide is avail
able now (a whole evening's reading for 
25p + 20p p,p, I) \tw ll,J!:>L.l~~:,,.-~ 

P.S. Please ask about our special discounts for large orders of 
equipment and clothing. 

Winter: Summer: 
Box 231 A, Copper Mountain , CO 80443 
August 11 to April 9 

Talkeetna, Alaska 99676 
April 10toAugust 10 
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s Ltd., 

ad North, 

NEW IN MATT BLACK FINISH 

Also available without scorpion tail as a curved axe 
(shaft lengths 38 cm., 46 cm., 53 cm., & 61 cm.) 

MACINNES 
·scorpion· 

Scorpion tail, 

protects knuckles, 

stabilises axe when 

placement is made 

and improves 

holding power 

U.S. Distributors:- International Mountain Equipment, 

North Conway, New Hampshire; Swallows Nest, Seattle . ---.,.-------,---------------man u fact u re rs of Peck climbing equipment 



any indication of the height 
of the cl iff or the length 
of the climbs. Even an article 
in the obscure pages of the 
S.M.C.J. would have included 
some mention of the scale of 
the climbing being discussed. 
So nobody seems to be 
perfect, not even Mountain, 
Thank God. 
Yours sincerely, 
Bill Brooker 
Editor, S.M.C.J. 

Lotus Flower Tower a 
rubbish tip 

from Steven Levin 

Dear Sir, 
Most every group in the 
Cirque of the Unclimbables 
this summer left their mark 
in one way or another, but 
I would like to mention the 
group responsible for ~o_me 
very inexcusable atroc1t1es. 
The climbers responsible for 
the majority of the vandal
ism to this very beautiful 
area were from a 10-12 
person Belgian expedition. 
These people did the 
following: 
- Shot and killed over a dozen 
marmots and even a moun· 
tain goat, one of the most 
beautiful of the wi Id creatures 
that roam North America 
and,outside the northern 
parts of Canada, one of the 
rarest. 
- Built lean-tos and shelters 

that were totally unn ecessary. 
These were constructed 
from live trees which they 
cut down 3-4 feet from 
the base, leaving unsightly 
"poles" sprouting from 
the ground. 
- Made no attempt to cover 
their latrines, so toilet paper 
and faeces were behind every 
boulder within 100 yards of 
their camp. A group of this 
size must make sure that 
latrines are dug away from 
water sources and scenic 
settings, that they are used 
by all members of the group 
and that they are covered up 
when near full and topsoil 
and grass clumps put back in 
place. Our small party of 
three left absolutely no sign 
of our presence o r passing 
anywhere in the Cirque or 
the general area, and it 
would take very little effort 
for a group of any size to do 
the same. Let's be considerate 
about our fellow -climbers 
who might come to climb in 
these beautiful mountains 
(and all mountains are beau
tifu I!) after we have left for 
other adventures. 

- Left the customery 30-40 
pounds of unburnable garbage 
at strategic places - usually a 
nice spot that one of us 
spotted from a d ista nee and 
thought would be a good 
place to write a letter . 

WORLD MOUNTAINEERING MAGAZINES 

THE IWA TO YUKI 
This is the essential refe rence magazine for 
climbers interested in the Himalayas. Every 
issue is packed with usefu I lists, panoramas. 
topos. maps and illustrated articles dealing with 
the range. The magazine also has regular 
featu res on Alaskan, American, Andean and 
Alpine climbing and covers in detail al l 
important Japanese expeditions. Although 
printed in Japanese a comprehensive English 
summary and English photo and map caption ing 
is sufficient to give the magazine great value. 

A bi-monthly for the co~mitted mountaineer 
The lwa To Yuki , Varna To Keikoku Sha Co. Ltd., 
1-1 -33 Shiba Daimon, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105, Japan 
Yearly sub for six issues: $21.00 or 6000 Yen 

!lpinisIDns . " M n111:;c 
This popular German magazine manages to 
combine a broad coverage with superb visual 
presentation. It has regular features on the full 
spectrum of mountain activities: Rock climbing. 
alpinism, expedition climbing, backpacki ng, 
canoeing, skiing, ski touring and a variety of 
alpine socia l and cultural topics. The magazine 
focusses mainly on the activities of German, 
Austrian and Italian climbers. There are also 
comprehensive news, personality, equipment. 
book reviews and photographic sections. 

A monthly for the mountain enthusiast with broad interests. 
Alpinismus, Hearing Verlag , Ortlerstrasse 8, 
8 Munchen 70, West Germany. Single copies 5 D .Marks 

- To top it off, bu ilt a small 
dock for the float plane 
down at Britnel Lake out of 
freshly cut logs, complete 
with their name carved on it 
(Expedition Beige) and their 
trademark near by (a crumpl
ed piece of toilet paper). 
I sound so nasty towards 
these people only because 
they have disgusted me and 
my two climbing partners to 
the point whe re we felt 
others should know about 
them, and perhaps an 
example could be made of 
them . The days of going to 
a remote (or any) mountain 
range and leaving trash and 
destruction behind are over. 
Daniel Boone is dead, and 
with him gone, so should be 
the feeling in men - and 
especially in climbers - that 
we must conquer nature, for 
in doing so we are only 
destroying ourselves. The 
Cirque of the Unclimbables 
is no longer a virgin wilder
ness. Man has set foot there, 
but I can honestly say that 
before these careless Belgians 
came, the beauty of the area 
would not have appeared so 
trampled and the virginity of 
the mountainsides so raped . 
Sincerely, 
Steven Levin (Pennsylvania) 
The Chalk Debate 
from Ron Fawcett 
Dear Sir, 

I read with interest Mountain 
57, and I noticed you 
mentioned that Littlejohn has 
done Great Wall, at Craig y 
Forwen, without chalk . Big 
deal , but on the second 
ascent I did not use it 
either , nor did Pete Gomersall 
who followed the route in 
boots, which I feel is a 
greater achievement. 
I also hear that a member of 
the "clean hand gang" was 
raving about having done 
Central Wall at Kilnsey. 
Well, we definitely did not 
use the stuff on the second 
ascent. Hank Pasquill also 
made an early ascent without 
chalk, and so the story 
goes on - Littlejohn and his 
"clean hand gang" are not 
the only ones who have don e 
the odd route with clean 
hands. 
Changing the subject, we 
have just returned from the 
Verdon international meet. 
The hospitality shown to us 
by the French was second to 
none, the climb ing was ace, 
and their free standard was 
very high, particularly that 
of Jean-Claude Drayer, who 
visited Britain last month 
and did such routes as Bitter 
Oasis, Risus, Western Front 
and Void - very impressive 
for somebody out of the 
British scene. Yours, 
Ron Fawcett (llkley) .._ 

t rivista de/la The best quarterly mon agna f~P:~:li:ar:~~~:ge 

Nr. 28 contents: ■ Changabang west wal l : 
the Boardm an/ Tasker route related by 
Joe Tasker ■ Rock cl imbing in Cignana 
(Va ltournanche , Aosta Vall y) ■ Trekki ng 
in Tyro l : Karwende l , Rotan and M angfa ll 
■ Three ice routes on Monviso (Cozie 
A lps) ■ Routes to the pl ateau: pure roc k 
c limbing in Ca lanques and Ve rd on ■ Chil 
dren and mountain : a father's experien-
ce ■ Alpine t rees: beech, bi rch and ma- . _ 
pie ■ In fo rm ation ■ News and notes • • 
■ Notes on equipment ■ Books ■ Pro-~ 'I".: 
posed itine rar ies: Pizzo Moro. south f a- ;~ • • 
ce (Lepon tine Alps), Corna Bianco (Re-
t iche Alps) 

For climbers , backpackers and ski-tourists. Ask: C.D,A. Rivista 
della Montagna, C. Moncalieri 23/ d • 10131 Torino · Italy. 
£ 1.80 a copy . Subscription : 1 year (lour issues) £ 6. 

~tagne 
&.Alpnsme 

The definitive French mounta ineering magazine. 
Published by the Club A lp in Francais, it is the 
main source of information for climbing in the 
French Alps and rock-climbing in the Pre-Alps. 
It has an exce llent worldwide news section, 
superb book reviews and thoughtful feature 
articles wh ich often dea l with phi losophica l 
aspects of the sport. It also deals compre
hensively with the many interesting French 
hi l l-walking itineraries. Recently revamped and 
now published with co lou r covers. The first 
issue of the new format has a fascinating article I 
on extreme skiing. /' 

A quarterly magazine for the mountaineer and backpacker 
skier and caver. La Montagne et Alpinisme, 9 Rue la Boetie, 
75008 Paris, France 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M ) (S ) h ire out Camping, M ountaineering and 
Ski -ing Equ ipmen t. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C. T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C). 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty.,Ltd., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
224 Barry Parade 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. 07 .52.8804 or 52.8894. 
Tasmania: Hobart 
Outdoor Equipment, 
212 Liverpool Street, 7000. 
Tel. 002.346213 (C) (M) (S) . 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67 .8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty. , Ltd ., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67 .3354. (C) (M) (S) . 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. 67.4845 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
216 Hereford Street. 
Tel. 67.148 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop 
1414 Kensington Rd ., N.W.,41. 
Tel. 403.283.5551 . (C) (M) (S) . 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 2Z5. 
Tel. 604.687.7885. 

HONGKONG 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street. (S) . 
Tel. 0224.20157 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 
Aviemore 
Nevi sport, 
43 Grampian Road . (M) , 
Tel. 0479.81208 
Belfast: Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Oueensway,4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. (S) . · 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop. (S) . 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180 
Birmingham 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, (C) . 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road . Tel.021.454.8771 
Blackburn 
Mountain Craft Lim ited, 
18 Darwen Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S) . 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, Manchester Rd .5 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0277 .221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road. (S) (M) . 
Tel. 0273.26874 
Bristol 

Hong Kong Ellis Brigham, 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tsat Tsz Mui Post Office Box 73 Tel. 0272.311157 
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Bristol 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0272 .23166 
Burnley 
Sportak , 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282 .36816 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C). 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate. 
Tel. 0246.68203 
Canon Bridge 
Clive Rowland, 
Springfield, 
Balblair. 
Tel. 034.987.603 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry). 
60 Crescent Avenue, 
Stoke. 
Tel. 0203.441241 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane . 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre. (C) (M) . 
Tel. 0302.21297 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0382.24501/2 
Dundee 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
93-117 Princes Street. (C). 
Tel. 0382.43766 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
46 Dairy Road. 
Tel. 031.337 .2332 
Elgin 
Bill Marshall, 
11 Commerce Street. 
Tel. 0343.44073 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181/182 Sidwell Street . (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0392.76421 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 

Glasgo'N 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4531/2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road . 
Tel. 041.332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street . (M). 
Tel. 041.332.4814 
Glasgow 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041.221.4007 
G rantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M) . 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 
Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
28 John William Street. (( (M) . 
Tel. 0484.23165 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061.368.1558 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road . 
Tel. 0596.73524 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson , 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
H.W. Poole, 
34/36 Eastgate. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0532.33045 
Leeds 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
21 /22 Grand Arcade. (C) . 
Tel. 0532.458634 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road . (S) . 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M)(S). 
Tel. 051.709.6912 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43a Harrington Street,2. 
Tel. 051.236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1 
Tel. 01 .723.5252 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.7541/2 
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London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.4426 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
53-54 Rathbone Place, W.1. 
Tel. 01.636.6645. (C). 
London 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
14 Southampton Street 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01.836.8541 /7 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd .), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 . (C)(M) (S). 
Mancehster, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061 .928.6613 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. (C). 
Tel. 061.748.6408 
Manchester: Piccadilly 
The Hut, 
1-3 Gateway House, 
Station Approach. 
Tel. 061.236.0931 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
164 Deansgate, 3. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119 
Manchester 
Blacks Camping & Leisure 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D . Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
The Four Seasons, 
115-117 Northumberland St. 
Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
15 Westlegate. 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Middlegate. 
_Toi. 0768.4505 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn . Tel. 0705.29410 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd. 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742 . 27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 021.556.0802 
Wells, Somerset 
Rocksport, 
Bus Station, Wells. 
Tel. 0749.73054 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
2 Victoria Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876 
York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate 
Tel. 0904.53567 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 117 
Oslo 
Sport Co. A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt.6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

SWEDEN 
Falun 
Heimers Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
Verkstadsvagen 15. 
Tel. 023.34060 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 
Dolfisport, 
Snemandsvej la, 2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 02.94.87 .94 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel.907.272.1811. (C)(M)(S) . 
Alaska: Talkeetna 
Alaska Mountain Company, 
Talkeetna, 99676. 
Tel. 907.733.2306.(CHM). 
Arizona: Tempe 
Roadrunner Climbing and 
Touring Society, 
1825 N. Scottsdale Rd. 85281 
Tel. 602.949.5082 . (C) 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371. (C) (S). 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415 .849 .0735 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd ., 91201 . 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S). 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard,91011 . 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S) . 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917. (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 
443 12th Street, 92101 . 
Tel. 714.232.2167 . (C) (M)(S). 
California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvarado Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel. 805.541.1533. (C)(M)(S). 
California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083. (C)(M)(S). 
California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 

Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
17 50 30th Street, 80301. 
Tel. 303.442.3551. (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.4791. (C)(M)(S). 
Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.477.1722. (M). 
Colerado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106). 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 
Georgia: Atlanta 
Appalachian Mountaineering, 
1544 Piedmont Avenue, 30324. 
Tel. 404.874.4323 
Idaho: Boise 
Sawtooth Mountaineering, 
5200 Fairview, Mini-Mall, 83704. 
Tel. 208.376.3731. (S) (C). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832. (C) (M)(S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Easter Mountain Sports, 
1041, Commonwealth Avenue, 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C) (M) (S). 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Avenue South, 55454. 
Tel. 612.339.3433. (C) (M) (S). 

Montana: Hamilton 
215 Main St. (Box 1040). 59840. 
Tel. 406.363.3440. (C) (S). 
N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 
N.H.: Peterborough 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
One Vose Farm Road. 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868. (C) (M) (S). 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44MainStreet, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S). 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd . East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C) (M) (S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
880 W. Lancaster Avenue, 19010. 
Tel. 215.527.3616 
Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701. 
Tel. 717.326.6537. (C) (M) (S). 
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Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 
Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So . Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S) . 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave. , N. , 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S) . 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
501 E. Pine Street, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.0501 .(C) (S) . 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509. 328. 5020. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Wenatchee 
Asplund's Ski Touring 
1544 N.Wenatchee Ave., 98801 . 
Tel. 509.662.6539. (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C)(M)(S). 

Wisconsin: Madison 
H.H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H.H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001 . 
Tel. 307.733.3595 . (C)(M)(S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S) (C). 
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.. One of our Thor pointsl 
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The ma ll eab le wi red ri m on the hood our o f TH OR 
J acket is just one g reat feature o f this ga rment. The 
o t hers incl ude: 

* Doped main seams * Velcro fastened adjustable 
cuffs * Flat fell sewn seams so that water is shed off 
material * Two lightweight nylon side pockets w ith 
ring pull zips * Ny lon f laps over zips fo r g rea ter 
weather proofing. 

Have a look at th is strong mountai n jacket along 
with the rest of ou r waterproof range at your loca l 
retailer o r consu lt: 

B6R6HJIUS 
34 DEAN STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 

ENGLAND. TELEPHONE : 0632 23561 

* New Blue Supertape with improved elongation and abrasion 
resistance but same high strength . • Standard tapes still as reliable as 
ever in purple, green, orange or white. * New Blueline Supertube 1" 
very supple tubular tape with high break strength (5,500 lbs). 
• Troll tapes are specially designed for climbing/caving and should not 

~ 
be confused with standard commercial webbing which may not be 
suitable. 
Booklet on tapes and slings 16p each . Catalogue free . 

r;:, TROLL PRODUCTS, SPRING MILL, UPPERMILL, OLDHAM OL3 6AA 

l 1. ,. , 1 Ir. W J • , ., 

THE CHALLENGE 
The young ' Messiah' of climbing describes his attempt 
on the 'Lhotse' which ended in failure and the ascent 

of the ' Hidden Peak' which was a success. 
£4.75 

BIG WALL CLIMBING: 
DEVELOPMENT, 

TECHNIQUE AND AIDS 
'Big Wall Climbing ' can be regarded as two books in one 

- a hi story of hard rock climbing followed by an 
exposi tion on techniques of aid climbing and a survey of 

mountain ran ges where there are big wal Is.' 
Climber and Rambler . 

£6.25. 

Kaye & Ward Ltd., 21 New Street, London, EC2M 4NT. 
Telephone: 01 -283 7495 



A'GJAcs 
CAGOULES 
JACKETS 
OVERTROUSERS 

Brochures showing our range are 
free on request . Please send S.A.E. 

G & H Products 
Blackburn R ad, Birstall, 
Batley,W ks, EnglcJn . 

2 
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B61t6HJIUS 
34 DEAN STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 

ENGLAND. TELEPHONE : 0632 23561 

.. Waterproof Shell Clo~ing 
made from Bri - Nyron, 

I I • 

coated with Polyurethane and Silic 

f 
.,:, 
i :~. 

ii~~ 
':i ~. ~ 

' 

The anatomic 
CYCLOPS-there's 
nothing quite like itl 

If you really want ANATOMIC you 've no choice-you need 
the comfort, stability and easy carrying ensured by: 
1. an internal frame that YOU can adjust to suit YOUR 

back (1) 
2. a padded canvas back shaped for close comfort 
3. a quick-release hip belt cut to hug your hips and take 

the weight off your shoulders (2) 
4. easily adjusted shoulder straps with top - tensioners to 

draw your sac in tight (3) 
5. a range of sizes to suit adults and youngsters 
If your sac has ALL these features, you are on the right 
track - CYCLOPS ANATOMIC! 
If it doesn't, ask for CYCLOPS - why settle for less? 
Write for Catalogue and details of your nearest stockist. 

3 

55 



56 

Haston Vallot 
A simplified version of the Haston Alpiniste 

or a modified Vallot. It has a full bivi sheet and 
hip belt tunnel. The dominant features are: 
1. "Aergo" chevron back for comfort and 
ventilation. 
2. Extension for bivouacing and load carrying. 
3. Hip belt for load carrying which can be 
wrapped out of the way whilst climbing by 
fitting through the hip belt tunnel. 
4. Double ice axe fittings. 
5. Ergonomic shaping, sizes 50,55 and 60. 

For further details write to: 

Mrs M.Long.Karrimor International Limited 
Avenue Parade, Accrington. Lancashire 

Printed in England by Loxley Brothers Limited, Sheffield and London 



'IIMC 
• insurance 

For BMC, MC of S, FMCI and MTB candidates 

The new BMC Insurance Scheme provides 
for UK residents the security even the 

best gear cannot supply . It's worldwide, 
12 months cover at a premium which every 

climber or walker can afford- and cannot 
afford to be without. 

It covers : rescue, medical, repatriation, 
personal accident, baggage and equipment, 

loss of deposits, public liabiltly. 
Also available, Hut Insurance and 

expedition cover . 

You don 't have to be a hard man , or 
go abroad, to need 

.J~ 
~iJ~British 

financial protection like this . 

Crawford House I 
Precinct Centre 

Booth Street East 
Manchester M13 9RZ I 

Please send me detai ls of 
BMC Insurance Schemes 

Mountaineering 
Council Services Ltd 

Name 

Address 

(or telephone 061-273 5839) I 
I 
I __________ .J 

TopTcnl, 
Tents for Mountain, Moorland and Meadow. 

Our tents have proved rugged in all weatt,er 
conditions and offer the Mountaineer, 
Backpacker and Hillwalker the best possible 
protection and comfort. There is a choice 
of nine models - please write for catalogue to:-

ROBERT 
SAUNDERS 
(Chigwell) Limited. 

Five Oaks Lane, CHIGWELL, 
ESSEX, England. 
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Blacks Snowgoose 
••• for the chosen few. 

• Covered in Blacks 
uniquely durable, 
completely downproof 
'Ripstop' nylon 

. . .Comes complete with 
• KmgS1ze-extra large water-proof, 

length muse 230cm polyurethane coated 
(7 ' 6") yet weighs only stuff bag 
1.9kg (41b 4oz). · 

.Down of this quality 
gives 7 5% more 'loft' 
even than Blacks 
renowned Icelandic 

-proofed for 1"'-....il~flllqllif~ 
extra protecti__:_on,;... --liillll!!'!::lfllll'lii'J',..cc 

• Filled with l .4kg
that's three whole 
pounds-of new pure 

filling . 
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white goose down. 

Blacks sub-zero sleeping bags have earned their 
unbeatable reputation under the toughest conditions, 
being used again and again by internationally known 
explorers and climbers on some of their most 
hazardous expeditions. 

Even in this class, the Snowgoose (illustrated 
above) stands supreme for its perfectionist attention 
to every tiny detail required to ensure true comfort 
at the lowest temperatures. Truly a king of bags, it is 
covered distinctively in royal purple. £146.65. 

The Snowgoose is only one of Blacks big range 
of specialist bags, each of which represents 
outstanding quality and value. 

Other Sub-Zero bags (left to right). 
Snowdrift Karakorum Polar 

Snowdrift same construction as the Snowgoose, 
but filled with all new duck down. £103.25. 

Karakorum virtually two sleeping bags, one 
inside the other, nylon covered and filled with High 
Quality goose/duck down in two separate layers. £99.75. 

'-I{ 
, · • Side baffles prevent 

shifting of down to the 
base of bag. ,,.,. 

• Overlap tube quilting 
gives best possible 
compartmentation, 
effectively prevents 
'cold spots: 

• Inner and outer are 
differentially cut to 
allow the down to fully 
loft 

Polar wall-quilted all cotton fabric bag, and 
filled with High Quality goose/duck down. £93.75. 

HIGH ALTITUDE TENTS 
TO SPECIAL ORDER ONLY 
The Mcinnes Box Tent 
Designed by climber Hamish Mcinnes for high 
altitude use it 
features a frost 
lining and unique 
sectional alloy 
frame. 

The Nylon Tunnel Tent (Double Skin) 

L-----=-----''--------......1 

Used on most major 
expeditions, it will 
withstand extremes 
of climate and is 
rapidly erected in 
adverse conditions. 

Send for your copy of the 1978 Good Companions 
Catalogue enclosing an 8 112p stamp to cover return postage. 
Leaflets on Tunnel and Box tents also available on request. 

Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire, PA14 5XN. 
London Sales Office: 

Ruxley Corner, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 5AG. 

~~~~by #6 Blacks 
of Greenock 



You'll go far 
-with Field & Trek 

.,,,e mounm,n 6 bacl:packer speaoltsls 
We stock poss ibly the widest range of high qualit y equipment 
for climbers in Britain at extremely competitive prices . 

Famous brands we stock include: 
Ace , Atkinsons , Beaufort , 
Belstaff , Berghaus, Blacks, 
Boylan , Bukta, Bulldog , 
Camp Trails , Caravan, 
Chouinard , Clog , Dachstein , 
Daimo,, Edelrid , Edelweiss , 
Galibier, G. & H., Grenfell , 
Hawkins, Helly Hansen , 
Henri Lloyd , Hiatt , Howarth , 
lnterlap, lsba, Janus, Javlin , 
Joanny, Jumar, Karrimor, 
Mammut , Mascot , Millet , 

Moac, Mountain , M.S.R. , 
North Cape, North Wall , 
Oldham , Optimus, Peck , 
P. & 0., Point Five, Ranch 
House, Raven , Rohan , 
B. Salewa, Saunders , Scarpa. 
Seal Fur, Sigg , Silva, Simond , 
Snowdon. Solar, Sprayway, 
Springlow, Sticht , Stubai , 
Sunto, Tenson , Tilley, Trangia, 
Troll , Ultimate, Vango, Viking , 
Wild Water, Wilkie , Yakpak . 

SPECIAL OFFER :.._ best buy in the U.K. ---------, 
EDELWEISS Compac t Kern mantel Rope, 11 mm x 45mm 
Retail price £37 .80 Our price £28.35 + 75p postage. 

Send for our free mail order catalogue offering substantial 
reductions . Or visit our shop, open Mon-Sat 9 to 5, 
Thurs . till 1 p.m. Access and Barclaycard accepted . 

EXPORT & CONTRACT------------. 
We have a special contract department for club, ~xpedition 
and educational orders, and for a personal and direct export. 

Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd. , 23/25, Kings Road, Brentwood , 

f a'·t~·~·•I~i"i;J#'B 
1 To: Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 23/25, Kings Road, Brentwood , 
I Essex. CM14 4ER. Tel : (0277) 221259/219418. Telex: 995566 
I Please send me a copy of your FREE MAIL ORDER PRICE LIST □ 
I Please send me your new Backpacking Gear Guide, I enclose 250 D 
I Please send me your Edu cation Gear Guide. I enclose 50p D 
I Please send me details of export terms D 

!NAME Ml ~I I ADDRESS 

I L:-_-_-_- _- _-_- _-_-_- _-_- _- _-_- _-_- _- _-_- _- _-_- _- _-_-_-_-____ :__J 

We 
Build 

Experience 
Into Our Packs 

Greg Thomsen and I, Bob Rudolf, head our research and 
design group here at Wilderness Experience. Working as a 
team, we are continually searching for new ways to not only 
refine our packs, but to produce them more efficiently. 

Six months ago I returned 
from a somewhat strenuous 
crosscountry backpacking trip 
with a few thoughts about frame 
pack suspension. These ideas 
led to the development of our 
new fullcircling waist belt. 

If you have any questions or suggestions about our new 
waist belt or would like a free catalog of all our packs write 
me, Bob Rudolf; I'll be more than happy to send it to you. 
We' re mountaineers, we enjoy making packs and we are 
very proud of what we make. 

Wl~£SS 
£XP£~£NC£ 

20120 PLUMMER, CHATSWORTH CA 91311 
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BORROWDALE ROAD, KESWICK 

Our latest special overtrousers with zipped legs which 
make them easy to get on over boots. Full gusseted leg. 

Self adjustable braces allowing ventilation and free 
movement at the waist. 100 % silver lined. Nylon. 

Price £10.00 postage 50p Small, Medium and Large. 
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