


Camptrails EXTREME is the rucksack for 
the modern climber, designed by mountaineers 
for mountaineers. It's the latest in anatomic soft 
sacks, as comfortable as it is good-looking. 
An entirely new internal frame design shapes 
and contours to your back and the padded 
hip belt and tapered shoulder straps give 
all the ease of movement and support you 
need for heavy loads on difficult terrain. 
The EXTREME Camptrails pack literally 
becomes a part of you and it's been tried 
and tested all over the world. 

Camptrails is the European name for 
mountaineering quality, and EXTREME is 
the pack for all those who demand the 
best in design and performance. Among 
its unique features, EXTREME has 
gear racks on each side useful for dif
ficult stances and bivouacs, double 
ice axe attachment points, ski and 
side pocket fittings and a big lid 
pocket with elasticised sides for 
total protection in all weather. 
In concept, in the materials used, 
in the multiple stitching of the 
seams, Camptrails leave nothing 
out and nothing to chance. 

On steep mountain pitches 
or on gentle cross-country treks, 
Camptrails packs give total 
reliability. They're made for 
experienced climbers and they're made to 
last. If you are going to take up the challenge 
of the great outdoors take it up with Camptrails 
and you'll know for certain you've got the finest 
gear going anywhere. Come and see all our soft 
and frame packs at the best climbing and 
specialist outdoor shops. 

CAMPTRAILS
GREAT OUTDO 
Camptrails International, Waterford Ind 
Waterford, Ireland. Tel: (051) 32469/327 



The Green Dragon sleeping bag. 
1.46 lbs of superb quality down. New soft shell fabrics. 

Full length zip and down-filled draft tube. 
£58·59 

The first of the new Dragon series 
from 

Mountain Equipment 
George Street Glossop, Derbyshire , England 

Tel 04574 3770 



LASH OUT ON A 
BLACK WHIR 

EDELWEISS EXTREM 
EVERDRY ROPE 
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( THE 'BLACK WHIP•) 

9mm x 45m 
5.7 lbs. weight 
16 Falls held 1100 kg. impact Force 
UIAA Approved 

Normally £31.00 

·OUR PRICE 
£28.95 

MAIL ORDERS TO ,port, 
10/12 HOLBORN, LONDON EC1.Tel . 01 404 5681 
Please include a standard 75p post and packing charge 

Shop also at: 
138 WESTERN ROAD, BRIGHTON. Tel. 0273 26874 
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PolarGuard ® filled sleeping bags and clothing. 

To attain a rare level of 
manufacturing excellence, to 
explore unknown dimensions 
of design and material, and 
to achieve the highest 
mountaineering experience 
are the foundations of the 

manufacturers were 
developed by- Black Ice 
staff members. 

This old guard has been 
joined by a restless new wave, 
content with nothing less than 
creative brilliance. From 

Black Ice philosophy. this union have come pro-
In pursuit of these ducts of unparalleled quality 

objectives, a gathering of and technical efficiency -
diverse individuals, a unique products filled with Celanese 
blend of experience and Fortrel® PolarGuard, the 
energy, has taken place. resilient continuous filament 
Among the group are polyester fiber. 
pioneers of the PolarGuard Only Black Ice labels are 
movement in the mountain- sewn into the world's finest 
eering community - indeed, sleeping bags, parkas and 
many of the design principles vests. To see them, write for 

~~1c:fp~~~e of the ~~f ~ ::~•:.~,:~~'~, 
terminology your nearest 
now used by most dealer. 

120 Woodland Avenue Reno, Nevada 89523 

®fortrel PolarGuard is a trademark of Fiber Industries, Inc., a subsidiary 
of Celanese Corporation. 
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he Italian Expedition to Annapurna 
sed one of your sacs, moctlRoc. As If ving a large ca ·t also 

ov t beexcellemforit and 
pe ct to the beck in 
h41bvy I s . Very 9trong, 
ttfe in itable rough tre 

onth on expedition wi 
age." 

Guide - Nati I Ski Mountaineering 
lnstructor-M mbt1rof Italian Expedition 
to Annapurn Ill. 

annapurnaanatoinic 
for full details of the Cyclops range consult: 



The experience of two hundred years of rope production goes 
into each and every ELITE rope. ELITE played an influential role 

in the development of the safest type of rope in the world : the 
kernmantle mountaineering rope. ELITE was the first to 

elite t!D 
superdry produce fluorescent mountaineering ropes which repre

sent an additional safety factor in fog or twilight. In 
working together with famous mountain climbers like 

Peter Habeler, by researching every facet of the 
mountaineering rope and applying the most re

cent technical advances in the field to produc 2000 thesafest 
tion, ELITE continually sets new standards. 

~~iheworld This is the case with 

Tests at Stuttgart's Technological University (an approved institute for UIAA 
testing) revealed that this mountaineering rope can withstand up to 16falls. 

Peter Habeler 
Austria's chief instructor 
for mountain and ski guides. 

He has conquered the world's * 
most difficult mountain faces in- ' ~ • 
eluding two eight thousand meter · ~ 

No other mountaineering rope in the world tested at a neutral testing 
ground approved by the UIAA came even close to attaining this number. 

This rope has an extremely long life, received flying colours on all 
tests and thus reached the goal of all of ELITE's constructions 

whose calibre is not determined by spectacular individual 
values, but by the sum of all the properties a top moun

taineering rope must have. 

mountains without using oxygen - •-

Each of ELITE's mountaineering ropes has undergone 
UIAA testing procedure and has been given this insti

tution's quality stamp of approval. 

Hidden Peak (8068 m) and Mount 
Everest (8848 m). C for ELITE rope catalogue 

Q Shipment requested free of charge. 

Wholesale 
Stockists 

~ _Na_m_e _______ _ 

~,. _st_re_et _______ _ 

ry City 

Use the enclosed coupon 
to request our catalogue 

today. We will send it to 
you free of charge by 

return post. 

John Skelton 
32 White Cross Road, York 
Telephone : 090428566 
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Barclaycard and 
Access accepted. 

We supply 
THE gear eg. 

*BOOTS - Galibier Super Guide Scarpa Comici. 
*MOUNTAIN JACKETS - Henri Lloyd Glencoe, 

Bergh a us Thor. 
*CRASH HATS - J.B. Super. 
*ROPES - Edelrid, Mammut, Joanny, Elite. 
*RUCKSACKS - Berghaus Cyclops Range 
+ thousands more items all backed by a first class service 
return of post mail order and the accepted LO reliability'. 

Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET, 

-- NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Tel: 23561 

Paul 
Braithwaite 
Climbing & 
Outdoor Sports 

128-130 Yorkshire Street, Oldham, Lanes. Tel: 061 620 3900 
also at 

99 Yorkshire Street, Rochdale, Lanes. Tel: Rochdale 525196 

SUMMER AND AUTUMN PRICE LIST 
MOUNTAIN BOOTS & ROPE 

Mountain Boots: Rope: 

Dolomite Walker 89.90 * Joanny 45m x 9mm 25.50 
Dolomite Major 69.90 * Joanny 50m x 9mm 28.00 
Dolomite Super * Joanny 90m x 9mm 51 .00 

Lavaredo 59.90 *Joanny 45m x11mm 32.00 
Dolomite Super Egger 46.90 *Joanny 50m x11mm 35 .50 
Galibier Super Pro 63.50 M.O.A.C. 
Caber Zapelli 41.90 45mx11mm 32.80 

45mx 9mm 26.40 
Walking Boots: I nteralp 45mx 11 mm 29.00 

Doi om ite Crystal lo 36.90 Mammut Dynaflex 

La Robusta Trento 28.90 45mx11mm 39.90 

Boylan Backpacker 24.90 Edelrid Classic 

(Good Selection in Stock) 
45mx 9mm 35 .90 

Viking Nylon 
(Hawser Laid) 

45mx11mm 26.90 

MAIL ORDER WELCOME - Please add £1.00 to cover post· 
age & packing. (* delivered free of charge). 



BORROWDALE ROAD, KESWICK 

Our latest special overtrousers with zipped legs wh'ich 
make them easy to get on over boots. Full gusseted leg. 

Self adjustable braces allowing ventilation and free 
movement at the waist. 100 % silver lined. Nylon. 

Price £10.00 postage 50p Small, Medium and Large. 
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WORLD BEATERS 
by 

Galibier 
'" MAKALU The double boot used by the 

successful Everest S.W. Face 
expedition 1975, and first 
choice of most high altitude 
expeditions. Outer of full 
reversed hide, fully lined. In• 
ner of felt with 'fur' lining. 
This boot Is very comfortable, 
warm, and surprisingly com
pact for a double boot hence 
Its popularity. 

SUPER GUIDE R.D. 

Excellent design and quality 
has made It probably the most 
popular mountain boot In the 
world. Uppers of full reversed 
leather with special double 
tanning process. Bellows 
tongue Is formed with the 
upper from one piece of 
leather for maximum water• 
proofness. 

SUPERPRO 

This superb boot is the 
professional version of the 
famous Super Guide. P.V.C. 
toecap protects against abra
sion and leather Is tanned 
tougher for maximum wear. 

NILGERI 

Replaces the very popular 
Fitzroy Noir, identical except 
for improved leather now used 
(same as Super Guide). 
Wrapover tongue. Extensive 
padding makes this a very 
comfortable boot. 

PEUTEREY 

Wider fitting and lower fit 
round ankles than the Super 
Guide with very comfortable 
padding makes the Peuterey 
an Ideal all round mountain 
boot. Uppers of same leather 
as Super Gulde. 

REINHOLD 
MESSNER 

The 
Big Walls 

This world famous free climber who has 
recently climbed Mt. Everest without oxygen, 

describes his personal experience of seven 
of the 'big walls' of the world. 

£7.95 

Kaye & Ward 



erestl 
Karrimor congratulate the 
Habeler/Messner team on 
their successful ascent of 
Everest without oxygen. 

Pinnacle Haston Alpiniste 

W1 were there again. 
Peter Habeler and his partner Reinhold Messner made history when they 

climbed Mount Everest without the aid of oxygen, the first men to do so. 

For this unique assault on the world's highest peak, the Habeler half of 
the team carried a Haston Alpiniste rucsac, a fitting comment on the varied 
skills of another conqueror of Everest - the late Dougal Haston. On the 
final push to the summit, Peter used a Karrimor Pinnacle sac as part of an 
ultra-lightweight set of specialist equipment. The support team of 
Leo Dickinson and Eric Jones also used Haston Alpinistes. 

In fact - we are always there! 

International Expedition: Everest S. W. Face 1971 Unsuccessful 
British Expedition: Everest S. W. Face (Chris Bonington) 1972 Unsuccessful 
Japanese Expedition: Everest S.W. Face 1973 Unsuccessful -

South Col Route Successful - 2 
(First time climbed in post-monsoon season) Summit Climbers 

British Expedition: Everest S.W. Face (Chris Bonington) 1975 Successful - 4 (5?) 
Summit Climbers 

British Army Expedition: South Col Route 1976 Successful - 2 
Summit Climbers 

For the full range of sacs, send for our catalogue and price list to: Mrs.M.Long, Karrimor International Ltd., Avenue Parade, Accrington, England. 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Everest Climbed Without Oxygen 
NEPAL 
Everest (29,028ft) 
On May 8 Reinhold Messner 
and Peter Habeler reached the 
summit of Everest without 
oxygen by the original 1953 
route. They left camp on the 
South Col at 5.1 5 am and 
reached the summit at 1 .1 5 
pm the same day. Habeler, 
worried by his anoxia 
symptoms, descended to the 
South Col by 2.30 pm -
assisted down the final stages 
of the couloir by an avalanche 
- and Messner returned two 
hours later. 
A major factor in the ir success 
was the relatively windless, 
overcast weather which 
prevented the worst effects of 
dehydration from the cold air 
and burning sun at extreme 
altitude. The two moved 
together solo, only roping up 
for the Hillary Step, which gave 
no problem. 
Nine members of the Austrian 
expedition (see People, 
Mountain 60) and their Sherpa 
sirdar also repeated the 1953 
Route using oxygen. This 
equals the record number of 
climbers from one expedition 
to reach the summit. Reinhard 
Karl, the well known German 
climber, who was with the trip 
as a journalist, became the 
first German to reach the 
summit. 
Messner, Habeler and Eric 
Jones had earlier been beaten 
back from the South Col by 
bad weather. Jones was so 
weakened by this that he could 
go no further than the Col on 
the final attempt. Habeler too 
suffered badly and was in 
favour of joining the oxygen 
teams, but recovered 
sufficiently to make the climb 
with Messner. The other 
Austrians made the ascent in 
the interval between the storm 
and the second, successful 
Messner/ Habeler attempt. A 
film of the climb was made by 
Leo Dickinson, with summit 
filming by Messner. 

Above: before, top row, and after, bottom row, photos of Reinhold Messner, Peter Habeler and Eric 
Jones (from left to right) taken on their Everest climb. The draining effects of climbing at altitude without 
oxygen are clearly visible. Photos: Leo Dickinson. 

Undoubtedly Messner and "gun belt" of oxygen cartridges 
Habeler gained moral and is as absurd as the one made 
physical support from the after the same pair's alpine-
presence of highly competent style Hidden Peak climb that 
Austrian and Sherpa oxygen - they employed "invisible 
users, but the technical sherpas" . The physiologist 
correctness of their claim to Griffith Pugh concludes from 
have made the climb without the data gathered on the 1953 
oxygen must be accepted. Everest climb: "Probably only 
Rumours of their "stealing" exceptional men can go above 
oxygen from the other 27,000ft without 
Austrians are universally supplementary oxygen ." His 
denied, and claims that they medically based opinion has 
were in possesion of not been called into question 
miniaturised breathing by this ascent by two 
cylinders are laughable. exceptional climbers. 
The current charge of using a Politically and personally 

motivated attempts to 
discredit him are the price 
Messner pays for the publicity 
which goes with his climbs. 
Natural disbelief, based upon 
the size of his latest claim, 
should be weighed against the 
outstanding ability, fitness and 
physique of Messner and 
Habeler. This achievement 
confirms the place of Messner 
and Habeler as undoubtedly 
the finest partnership of 
mountain climbers in the 
world . Messner intends to solo 
a new route on Nanga Parbat 
later in the season. 

Japanese Climb Dhaulagiri South Face 
Dhaulagiri 1 (26, 795ft) 
In a remarkable feat of 
climbing, the Tokyo expedition 
led by Takashi Amemiya 
placed six members of the 
team on the summit via the 
South Pillar. Toshiaki 
Kobayashi and Tatsuji Shigeno 
reached the top on May 1 0 
from Camp 5 at 24,600ft. The 
following day Seiji Shimizu, 
Yasuji Kato, Hiroshi Yoshino 
and Ang Kami Sherpa 
repeated the ascent . 
The southern flank of 
Dhaulagiri was one of the big 
Himalayan problems and had 
been attempted before - once 

by Reinhold Messner in 1977. 
Full details of this ascent will 
be published as soon as 
possible. The expedition was 
marred by the death of a 
member from altitude sickness 
at Camp 3. 
Kangchenjunga South 
(27,855ft) 
Two members of a Polish 
expedition, Wojcieck 
Jorzwana and Eugeniusz 
Chrobak, made the ascent of 
this subsidiary peak on May 
1 9. No details are yet available 
of the route taken to the top -
which was the second -highest 
unclimbed point in the world . 

Makalu (27,798ft) 
The West German-Austrian 
Nepalese expedition led by Dr 
Herman Warth successfully 
repeated the 1955 French 
Route, with seven of the eight 
members reaching the 
summit. All the members 
shared the load-carrying above 
Base Camp. At 46, Kurt 
Diemberger became probably 
the oldest man to climb an 
8,000-metre peak (his third) . 
The climb was also the earliest 
spring ascent of an 8,000-
metre peak ever made, as the 
summit was reached on May 1, 
and the seventh ascent overall 

of Makalu. 
Other expeditions 
Other succesful expeditions in 
Nepal pre-monsoon included 
the Spanish trip to Yalungkang 
which climbed the South-West 
Face; the Hiroshima expedition 
to Pumori South-West Ridge; 
the Koreans on the North-West 
Ridge of Annapurna 4; the 
Japanese Nagoya expedition 
on Dhaulagiri 2 (climbed from 
the south via the East Ridge); 
the Japanese Yukitowanokai 
team on Himalchuli's South 
Face and South-West Ridge, 
and the Shinshu University 
Nampa expedition who 

11 



climbed the East Ridge of 
Jethibarani. Fuller details of 
these and other expeditions 
will be published in a summary 
later in the year, after the post
monsoon season. 
Annapurna 1 (26,504ft) 
The photograph of the 
mountain published here 
shows the relationship of the 
various climbs on the northern 
side (Spanish, Annapurna 
East, 1974 = S; Dutch, 1977, 
= D; French, 1950, = F) . It 
appears that the line taken by 

AUSTRALIA 

the Spanish and the AMA 
expedition in 1 969 followed 
the broken ridge of seracs to 
the east of the Dutch line and 
separated from it by an 
avalanche-prone gully. The 
Spanish Ridge seems to 
change shape regularly, and is 
characterised by rotten ice and 
avalanche danger. 
In our report of the Dutch 
ascent in Mountain 59 we gave 
the height of the top camp as 
22,500ft. This was an error; 
the actual height is 24, 1 00ft. 

Major Summer 
of Development 
VICTORIA 
The past summer was a 
turn[ng point for Australian 
climbing. It marked the 
unquestionable emergence of 
the full-time "climbing bum". 
Half a dozen climbers, at least 
four of whom are unemployed, 
have well surpassed the 
highest standards of Henry 
Barber's 1975 visit and forged 
ahead to new levels of 
difficulty. 
Of these six - who are doing all 
the country's hardest new 
routes and aid eliminations -
four are from New South 
Wales: Chris Peisker, Mike 
Law, Kim Carrigan and Greg 
Child. Two are from Victoria: 
Kevin Lindorft and Glen 
Tempest. Paradoxically, all 
have done most of their hard 
climbing in Victoria, with the 
result that there are now more 
hard climbs in that state than 
the rest of Australia combined. 
Mt Arapiles has been the chief 
target of the "new wave" (as 
they have come to be known), 
and recently yielded 
Australia's first grade 25 
route; it already had more 24s 
than the rest of Australia 
combined. 
It is traditional to pound cool 
Mt Buffalo in the early summer 
heat. The 1977 /78 summer 
was no exception, and Law and 
Carrigan were particularly 
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active. Carrigan's Yosemite 
experience showed in his leads 
of their two short slab climbs 
near the campsite, both done 
with Simon Kenny. They are of 
a thinness previously unknown 
here: Glace (22) and Superfine 
(23). This pair then forced a 
flesh-eating off-width crack, 
Loose Fit (23) on another small 
outcrop. Law led a party up 
Ditto Sux (22) also near the 
campsite, but the climb is of 
undistinguished quality. 
In Mt Buffalo Gorge, Law and 
Tony Dignam put up Needling 
Doubt (22), which takes an off
width line across a large roof. 
Law's wet and evil variant start 
(23) to Agrippa has little to 
recommend it, but the nearby 
Interstellar Boredom (23), 
which was led by Child and 
seconded by Law and 
Carrigan, is something of a 
latter-day classic into roofing 
country. Another route here is 
Country Road, Australia's first 
24 (see cover of Mountain 50). 
which received its second and 
third ascents from Child and 
Law on the same day. Out at 
the front of the gorge, Law and 
Carrigan found Powh Towh 
(22) and solved the problem of 
the terrifying crack on the 
leaning back wall of the Queen 
Victoria Pinnacle - Death and 
Disfiguration, which went at 
the ridiculously modest grade 

K2Tragedy 
KARAKORAM 
K2 (28,250ft) 
The British expedition, led by 
Chris Bonington and 
attempting the West Ridge, 
was abandoned after the death 
in an avalanche of Nick 
Estcourt. Estcourt, Doug Scott 
and a porter were 
consolidating the route up to 
Camp 2, the first camp on the 
ridge proper, when the 
accident occurred on June 12. 
They were fixing a hand line 
across a steep snow bowl 
immediately below the camp 
when the slope avalanched. 
Estcourt, who was in the 
middle of the slope, was swept 
away. The rope was broken by 
the force of the avalanche, and 
so the others were able to 
arrest their slide. 
The loss of this very 
experienced lead climber, 
together with the illness of two 
other members, Paul 
Braithwaite and Tony Riley, 
was felt by the small, close
knit climbing team to leave 
them no option but to abandon 

' I 

"" 

Above: K2 West Ridge. Camp 2 
marked. 

the climb. After attempting 
unsuccesfully to locate 
Estcourt in the avalanche 
debris, they withdrew from the 
mountain. 

Correspondents: Cheney, 
Verrijn-Stuart, Jones. 

Above: Nick Taylor (leading) and Andrew Thompson on 'A Taste of 
Honey' (21) Arapiles. Photo: Chris Baxter. 



of 21 on both pitches. 
Some of the hard climbing in 
the area did not involve this 
duo. Tempest and Keith 
Egerton put up Bold Hussy 
(22). a testing layback on the 
South Side below The 
Establishment (22) - a climb 
from which Joe Friend has 
eliminated the tension traverse 
on the popular variant finish. 
This pitch of The Establishment 
is now extremely thin; a free 
ascent had been the object of 
much talk and little action by 
several hot climbers. 
On the oppressive North Wall 
of the Gorge, the big aid routes 
have come under scrutiny. 
Tempest was responsible for 
removing all aid from Emperor 
(21) to give the second 
independent free line on the 
wall. Much more remarkable, 
however, was his ascent over 
two days, with Lindorft and 
Andrew Thomson, of a 
combination of She and 
Ozymandias (22, M 1) with only 
three aid points, including a 
pendulum into the exposed 
upper section of Ozymandias; 
a formidable effort. 
Law, Carrigan and Child did 
the first grade 23 in the 
Grampians when they put up 
their wall and off-width 
struggle Leaner (23) at Mt Fox. 
(This cliff is a recent 
"discovery" by Mike Stone and 
Chris Baxter, who established 
a number of climbs there -
including Foxfire (21 ), a 
searing corner-crack). 
Leaner did not last long as the 
Grampians' hardest route. 
After numerous attempts 
Peisker freed Ostler (24) at 
Bundaleer - a thin crack to 
throw 'em off for years to 
come! Peisker followed this up 
with another great coup by 
removing the remaining aid - a 
ladder of fixed blade-pegs -
from Mt Rosea 's Tourist 
Buttress (23) by a variant to the 
left. Shortly afterwards 
Carrigan climbed the original 
line free - also 23. 
The imminent guide to Mt 
Arapiles is already out of date 
before its appearance. Recent 
activities have underlined its 
position as Australia's hardest 

THE ALPS 

crag ; Peisker and Child, 
climbing separately, are mainly 
responsible. The former 
started his amazing current 
run of success by freeing lrcn 
Cross (24), an arete problem 
which had been throwing off 
Tempest and Lindorft for 
months. He then freed Uncle 
Charlie 's Right Nostril (24), a 
ferociously steep crack sniffed 
at by many, including Barber. 
He put up a new route called 
Milk Blood (23) in the Pharos 
Gully - near a sparsely 
protected and as yet unnamed 
new climb (22) by Coral 
Bowman, who has emerged as 
easily the best female climber 
in the country and one of the 
best of either sex. Each 
seconded the other's lead on 
these two climbs. Finally 
Peisker did Australia's first 25 
by freeing Dreadnought after 
three days of attempts and 
falls . He had earlier, with Coral 
Bowman, freed the top pitch 
(23) . 
Tempest and Lindorft have not 
been inactive. On the Pharos 
pinnacle at Arapiles they put 
up their horrific-looking 
Atlantis (23). which frees part 
of the old aid route Aftermath 
and is loose and exposed. With 
Peter Watson they did a bold, 
unnamed climb (23) on the left 
wall of Tarantula; it has a 
sparsely protected start. 
Finally Lindorft led the much
tried shallow groove Life in the 
Fast Lane (24) with only two 
runners in 7 5ft - perhaps the 
boldest of the hard new routes. 
Never one to be left out, Mike 
Law removed the remaining 
aid from pitch one of Marbuck 
(24) to give a short but very 
thin problem. 
Greg Child has recently pulled 
off three "last problems" at 
Ara piles. Each is graded 24 
and had been the object of 
innumerable attempts, 
plummets and epics. First to 
fall was the Cassandra Roof, 
which, as the name in general 
use implies, is steep. Next he 
got up the little diagonal crack 
problem which had been 
referred to for some time as 
Kryptonite, despite its not 
having been led before Child's 

Above: Andrew Thompson trying the 1st ascent of 'Paladin ' (24) 
Arapiles. Photo: Chris Baxter. 

ascent. Finally, with Andrew 
Thomson, he put up Paladin, a 
superb thin crack of which 
Thomson had even gone so far 
as to make a model (of the crux 
section) to practise on at 
home! It had been the object of 
a rather feeble attempt to hoax 
climbers that it had been 
climbed earlier by Dean 
Caldwell (of Dawn Wal/fame) . 

TASMANIA 
A visit by mainlanders Mike 
Law, Kim Carrigan and Greg 
Child resulted in an 
unprecedented surge of hard 
climbing in this sleepy island 
state. Their "bag" in a few 
short weeks included 1 6 new 
routes and two first free 
ascents, as well as the first 
repeats of Barber's hardest 
Tasmanian climbs - Savage 
Journey (22) at the Lost World, 
led by Child and Carrigan, and 
Albatross (23) at Lowdina, 
which all three led! This latter 
climb was described by Barber 
as the hardest crack he did in 
Australia. 
On Hobart's Organ Pipes their 
best efforts were generally in 
bringing the first fierce face 

routes to a predominantly 
crack-climbing area. In this 
respect Blank Generation (23, 
Child/ Carrigan) stands out as a 
"death lead". Likewise Sorrow 
(23) by Law and David 
Bowman gives bold face 
climbing. Another outstanding 
addition was the arete climb 
Starship Trooper (22) by 
Carrigan and Law. Law and 
David Bowman did the first 
free ascent of Catapo Corner 
(22) . 
At the Lost World they were 
scarcely less active, their 
hardest efforts being Play Dirty 
(23), put up by Child and 
Carrigan, and the first free 
ascent of the fierce finger 
crack Rosy Pink Cadillac (23) 
by Law and Child . 
Finally, at Proctor 's Road 
Quarry in Hobart, they put up 
four new routes, including the 
fierce face problem Natural 
High (24, Law/ Child) , which is 
Tasmania 's first route of this 
standard. Seven other climbs 
put up by this trio during their 
visit were graded 20 or 21 . 

Correspondents: 
Baxter & Friend. 

Ghirardini Soloes Big 3 N. Faces in Winter 
WINTER 1 977 /8 
Ivan Ghirardini, the 25-year
old French solo climber, had 
one of the most remarkable 
winter seasons ever last year. 
Between December and mid
March he soloed the 
Matterhorn, Grandes Jorasses 
and Eiger all by their classic 
North Face routes. 
The Schmid Route on the 
Matterhorn took him nine 
hours on December 21. This 
was the third winter solo of the 
climb. The first winter solo of 
the Croz Spur on the Grandes 
Jorasses (reported in Mountain 
60) was climbed on January 6-

8, and was complicated by his 
breaking his ice axe high on 
the face. Finally, the second 
winter solo ascent of the 1938 
Route on the Eiger took him six 
days, March 7-12. The first 
was made immediately prior by 
the Japanese T Hasegawa. A 
storm on the 10th and a 100ft 
fall in the Exit Cracks were the 
major incidents on Ghirardini's 
climb. His technique of using 
the sack as a counterweight 
affords him some security on 
difficult pitches - but because 
it means climbing such pitches 
three times in order to retrieve 

gear, it is time-consuming. 
What is particularly impressive 
is the conditions in which the 
ascents were made : this last 
winter season was one of the 
worst in recent years . 
Ghirardini ignored the 
conditions in general, starting 
each climb immediately after 
one snowfall and, in his words, 
"getting back just before the 
next" . 

MONT BLANC GROUP 
Mt Blanc du Tacul 
The Super Couloir was climbed 
in one day on August 14, 1977 

by Gilles Peyroulet and Gilles 
Modica. They report that the 
finish was in poor condition. 
but the rest of the route was 
good. Todd Eastman and Jack 
Hunt made the first American 
ascent of the climb in 
September 1977. 
In Mountain 57 a report 
appeared of a new route on the 
East Face climbed by two 
Americans . The climbers. 
wrongly named, were actually 
Paul Vance and Jaewone Yu. a 
Korean climber who has since 
been killed. 
Vance sends the following 

13 



details of their route: "About a 
third of the way up the Jaeger 
Couloir a small couloir takes 
off to the climber's right. We 
soloed to the end of this in 
about an hour. Just this would 
make a fine ice climb, a bit 
steeper than the Jaeger (60 
degrees). To the left of this a 
fine long spur gives several 
good, hard free pitches and 
some grade 4 as well. It 
finishes up a fine knife-edge 
ridge. We spent 15 hours on it. 
All in all it was a great climb, . 
giving work on ice and rock 
and ridge with fair consistency 
- grade, TD." 
Aig du Midi: N Face 
Todd Eastman and Jack Hunt 
created an 11 -pitch variant 
start to the Frendo Spur in 
September 1 977, taking a 
series of ice gullies, rock 
corners and snow-covered 
slabs to the left of the regular 
route (TD). 

PENNINE ALPS 
Matterhorn: N Face 
Michael Boos soloed the 
Schmid Route on the North 
Face on March 12, 1978. The 
climb took 10 hours. On March 
8-10 Akiko and Mitsouri Shigi 
had climbed the same route: 
the first time a woman has 
climbed the face in winter. On 
March 7 Wanda Rutkiewicz 
and three other Polish women 
also began an ascent of the 
route. One of them reached the 
summit on the 10th, and all 
four were lifted from the 
mountain by helicopter later 
the same day. 

Grand Pilier d' Angle: a 
confusion of cli~bs 
following the recent article and 
news items, we have received 
the following letter from Mick 
Fowler, which sheds light on 
the relationship of last 
summer's new routes. 

Dear Sir, 
Concerning your report of a 
"new route" on the Eckpfeiler 
by three Belgians in Mountain 
61, I would like to clarify a few 
points about the relationship 
between their route and the 
one done by Ph ill Thomas and 
me. Our route was climbed the 
day after, and from the 
footprints on the face I can say 
with a fair degree of certainty 
the following: 
We did not repeat the Belgian 
route, the only section in 
common being the ice ramp at 
half height - which had been 
done before anyway, as I 
explained in my article in 
Mountain 59 (by a party of 
Poles as a variation to the 
Cecchinel/Nomine Route). 
The Belgian route can at the 
very most have 500ft of new 
climbing, since they joined the 
Bonatti/Gobbi Route at the 
termination of the ice ramp. I 
am uncertain how they 
reached the foot of the ramp, 
but it seems unlikely that they 
took the same line as us, 
because an untouched coil of 
rope was found directly in our 
line of climbing (where we left 
the Czech Route) . Assuming 
they took the "buttress right of 
the Czech Route" as reported, 
this would be the only new 

Above: the line of the Czech Direct. Photo: Sames. 
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This photodiagram supplements those published in Mountain 38 and 
53. The left hand dotted line is the Bonnati-Gobbi. The central dotted 
line is the Czech Route and the solid line is the Fowler/Thomas climb. 
The Belgian tracks appeared at the level of the horizontal white line. 
Photo: Vladimir Launer. 

climbing on their route. This is, 
as you can see, separate from 
our line - no new climbing 
coincided. 
The Belgian route had 
definitely all been done before 

except for the ground below 
the ramp, which I am not 
qualified to talk about as there 
were no tracks visible. 
Yours 
Michael Alan Fowler 

Czech Eiger Deaths 
BERNESE OBERLAND 

Eiger: North Face 
Two leading Czech 
mountaineers were killed 
during an attempt to climb a 
super-direttissima on the face 
in winter. It appears that Jiri 
Pechous, the team leader, and 
Jiri Sieg I fell from the top of a 
pillar in the vicinity of The Fly 
when a fixed rope broke. 
The attempt followed one 
made in 1976, when Pechous 
and party were forced by bad 
weather to retreat from the 
Second lcefield (where they 
found a tobacco tin containing 
a note written by the ill-fated 
Sedlmayer and Mehringer in 
1935). This year they were 
using fixed ropes because the 
party were unable to use the 
railway gallery to transport 
part of their estimated 1,0001b 
of equipment on to the face. 
The first climbing was done on 
March 5, but the appalling 
weather meant that the team 
were not in a position to make 
the summit attempt until late 
April. In the interim the doctor, 
Petr Jirko, fell ill with 
pneumonia and another team 
member, Dieter Smejkal, was 
evacuated from the face by 
helicopter because of frostbite. 
Pechous and Slegl left camp -
a hanging tent in the Central 

Pillar area - for the final 
attempt on April 28. The two 
other climbers, Viktor Jarolim 
and Heinz Skopec, remained to 
retrieve the fixed ropes. After 
doing this, they too climbed to 
a pillar above The Fly, where 
they found two rucksacks and 
1 Oft of broken· rope. After 
searching the immediate area 
for traces of Pechous and 
Slegl, the two survivors· 
abseiled down. They were 
caught in a two-day storm; the 
bodies of the dead 
mountaineers were not found 
at the foot of the wall until May 
3. 
Some criticism has been 
levelled at the Czechs for the 
"Himalayan" style of their 
attempt. Dieter Smejkal rightly 
points out that all previous 
winter attempts at new routes 
on the wall have either used 
fixed ropes or come in through 
the railway gallery at some 
stage. 
The difficulties so far on this 
line consist of grade 5 and A3 
on the rock, and 75-degree ice 
between the Second and Third 
lcefields. The other members 
of the team, led by Jarolim, 
intend to return next winter to 
complete the route as a 
memorial to their friends. 
Correspondents: Boos, 
Sames, Vance, Eastman. 
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BRITISH ISLES 

Major New Routes on Cloggy. 
Wales gets the Lakeland Treatment. 
LAKE DISTRICT 
The very active Lakes climber 
John Taylor, who had soloed 
many Extremes - several of 
them first ascents - died after 
a fall recently. (See Obituary. ) 
Langdale 
On Neckband Crag, Martin and 
Bob Berzins added Cut Throat 
(E1 ), which follows the arete 
right of Gillette. 
Pete Whillance and Dave 
Armstrong have climbed the 
wall between Pendulum and 
The Graduate on Deer Bield 
Crag - a steep, technical route 
called Stiletto ( 120ft, E3, 6a). 
Eastern Fells 
On Castle Rock Ed Cleasby, 
Rob Matheson and Brian 
Wright added Daemanialitis 
(250ft, E3, 5b5c5c), which 
takes a line up the steep wall 
between Last Laugh and 
Overhanging B_astion, giving 
good and surprisingly 
independent climbing. 
On Dove Crag Pete Botterill, 
Jeff Lamb and John Taylor 
added Ommadawn (290ft, E4), 
which climbs the overhanging 
wall left of Dovedale Grooves 
and finishes up grooves right 
of the Direct Finish to that 
route. 
Jeff Lamb and Tony 
Stephenson put up The Worm, 
on Eagle Crag, Grisedale 
( 1 20ft, E2, 5c), which takes a 
direct line between Sabrenada 
and Early Birds, climbing an 
overhanging groove in its 
upper part. 
At Thrang Crag Bob 
Hutchinson and John Earl put 
up Equity (135ft, HVS), 
climbing the wall beneath the 
chimney of Microcosm and 
finishing up a groove to the 
left, and on Gowbarrow Crag 
they followed the steep, yellow 
rib above the first pitch of 
Birkett's View: Birkett's Direct 
(150ft, HVS). 
Borrowdale 
On Lower Falcon Crag, Botterill 
and Lamb linked the direct 
start to Dedication to the 
variation finish of Plagiarism to 
give Kidnapped (140ft, E1 ). 
Andy Hyslop, Ray McHaffie 
and Rick Graham put up 
Wuthering Heights ( 1 30ft, E2, 
5c), which starts up Dangler, 
traverses left and finishes up a 
steep wall. Bill Birkett, Graham 
and Hyslop climbed a direct 
li~e into The Niche, moving 
slightly right to finish, to give 
Star Wars ( 1 70ft, E3, 5c5b, 
or:,e peg for aid). Graham, 
~1rkett and McHaffie squeezed 
in a route between Masquerade 
and The Niche - Close 
Encounters ( 170ft, E3, 6a5c). 
The steep wall between Hedera 
Grooves and Stretch was 
climbed by Ken Forsyth and 

Birkett to give Cyclotron 
(120ft, XS, 6a5c) . John Taylor 
and Colin Downer straightened 
out the final pitch of 
Masquerade (E2, 5b) , and also 
added a VS variation finish to 
Deruptus. 
D Helli er put up Meet on the 
Ledge (180ft, HVS) on 
Shepherd's Crag, starting at 
Vesper and making a rising 
traverse right to finish up 
Conclusion. On Black Crag Ed 
Cleasby, Barry Rodgers and 
lain Williamson added Romeo 
Error (E2, 5c), a line to the left : 
of The Shroud; it was later 
soloed by Fawcett. 
Pete Livesey has established a 
hard route on Great End Crag, 
which follows Nagasaki 
Grooves to below the crux 
groove, then moves left to 
finish (Hiroshima, E4, 6a). 
Further to the left Whillance 
and Armstrong have added 
Troubleshooter (275ft, E4, 
5c6a), which starts up the first 
pitches of Banzai Pipeline. 
On Goat Crag, Downer, A 
Hunter, C Bacon and D Nichol 
climbed the buttress right of 
Blaspheming Butterfly, using 
one point of aid, to give Fear of 
Flying (190ft, XS). Ron 
Kenyon, A Henison and R 
Bennett put up Solid Air (E1) 
which is essentially a series of 
variations on Alone in Space. 
In Langstrath, Eagle Crag, Bob 
Hutchinson and John Earl 
added Fall of Eagles ( 165ft, E3) 
which takes the big groove to 
the right of Where Eagles 
Dare. 
On the rarely visited Hind Crag, 
near Seathwaite, Chris Sice 
and Tony Stephenson made a 
free ascent of Turbulence (E1 ), 
and also added Serenity 
( 1 80ft, HVS), which takes a 
line up the gully wall. Jeff 
Lamb and Ray Parker repeated 
both these routes, and in 
particular were full of praise 
for Serenity. 
Gable Area 
Lamb, Botterill and Taylor 
climbed the impressive crack 
in the headwall of Tophet Wall 
on the Napes, Sacrificial Crack 
(E3), and on the left end of this 
wall Lamb and Botterill put up 
Golden Ca/f(E4, 5c6a). This 
follows two thin cracks and is 
said to be very steep, though 
well protected. Botterill and 
Lamb also added Triffid ( 1 20ft, 
E2) to Kern Knotts, taking a line 
parallel to, and to the right of, 
Chrysa/id. 
Buttermere Area 
On High Crag Lamb, Botterill 
and Taylor added a_6a lower 
pitch to Lost Colonies, climbing 
the wall right of Philistine. The 
same team climbed a direct 
start to Philistine, following 
the obvious arete (5b). and 

also freed the orig inally 
pegged overhang of Samson at 
HVS, 5a. 
Scafell Area 
The East Buttress has three 
new routes by Lamb and 
Botterill. Talisman (E2) takes 
the wall between Gremlins 
Groove and Trinity. Caradhras 
(E4) climbs directly into a 
groove right of Overhanging 
Grooves Direct and then 
follows the corner which 
Centaur crosses, and Equinox 
(E3) climbs the short corner 
left of lost Horizons, then 
follows a system of flakes and 
cracks just left of that route. 
Whillance and Armstrong 
made a free ascent of 
Armageddon at E1, and also 
made the second ascent of 
lost Horizons, but were unable 
to dispense with the aid peg. 

PEAK/PENNINE 
Limestone 
In Dovedale, Phil Burke and 
Keith Myhill have added a 
direct finish to Central Wall, 
climbing the steep crack 
behind the stance (5c, one peg 
for aid) and on Ravensdale they 
put up Cut Loose or Fly (XS, 
5c) , which follows the crack 
right of Tria, moves right into a 
shallow niche and finishes 
steeply up the wall above. 
Gritstone 
At llkley, Ron Fawcett has 
made a free ascent of Milky 
Way. This previously pegged 
route has long been regarded 
the ultimate "last great 
problem" and was once c ited 
by Livesey as being one of the 
routes of the future and 
somewhere up in the 6b to 7a 
bracket. Fawcett himself is 
loth to grade it, though he 
does feel that it is the hardest 
thing he has ever done and 
compares it technically to the 
top few 5.12s in the United 
States. 
At Curbar, Pete Livesey has 
made the second ascent of 
linden which he reports to be 
very hard - he was said to 
appear visibly shaken at the 
top. 
At Hen Cloud, Moran and 
Evans added a fine route 
climbing the discontinuous 
crackline to the right of the 
first pitch of Anaconda to give 
Borstal Breakout. (XS, 5c) . 
They also climbed a thin 
layback crack between En 
Rappel and Bitter End, resulting 
in The Raid (XS, 6a). Moran 
with Simon Horrox, Geoff 
Milburn and Dave Jones added 
Electric Chair (MXS, 5b), which 
climbs the wall directly above 
Anthrax. Jones, Gary Gibson 
and Roger Bennion climbed 
the cracks and wall right of 
Bulwark (Slowhand, HVS, 5b) 

and Allan Simpson and John 
Holt added Monkey In Your 
Soul (XS, 5c) taking a lower 
and identical line to the Ape. 
At The Roches, on the Lower 
Tier, Jones, Simpson, Nick 
Langland and Tony Bristlin put 
up Kicking Bird (XS, 5c) which 
starts between Pincer and 
Guano Gully cl imbing a bulge 
and a small roof to traverse left 
into Mincer which it follows for 
a few feet before stepping 
right and finishing up the 
steep slabs above Smear Test. 
Jones, Simpson and Fred 
Crook added Hawkwing (HVS, 
5b) which is essentially a 
lefthand finish to Kestrel 
Cracks following the two 
diagonal cracks in the wall. 
We would like to apologise for 
referring to Gill Kent as Gill 
Trent, and by so doing 
introducing another woman 
into the life of Ph il Burke 
(Mountain 61 notes). 
NORTH WALES 
Anglesey 
There has been a spate of 
activity here recently, resulting 
in an impressive crop of new 
routes. On Gogarth 's Upper 
Tier Andy Hyslop, Dave 
Knighton and Marcus Tierney 
have added Blue Oyster Cult 
(200ft, E3, 5b5a5c5c), which 
climbs a series of eliminate 
pitches on Winking Crack, 
finishing up the obvious right 
hand crack of that route in 
superb positions. 
Jim Moran and Al Evans 
climbed the wall between 
Strike and Bloody Chimney to 
give Barbarossa (180ft, XS, 6a) 
and also added two routes to 
the Central Park wall. Manor 
Park ( 170ft, XS, 6a) takes a 
diagonal line between Hyde 
Park and Times Square, 
crossing Fifth Avenue to finish 
up an obvious crack. The 
slabby arete left of The Cracks 
was climbed by Pete Whillance 
and Dave Armstrong to give 
Staying Alive ( 1 70ft, E3, 
5c5a), finishing up an obvious 
crack line right of Ceilidh. 
On the Ma in Cliff, Pat 
Littlejohn has added a steep 
and impressive route up the 
wall between Mammoth and 
Citadel. Entitled Hunger (300ft, 
E4, 6a5c5b), it give~fine, 
independent climbing, apart 
from a slight traverse on 
Ordinary Route, and was 
climbed "on sight, free and 
chalkless" . 
The wall between Scavenger 
and The Needle yielded to 
Moran and Evans, to give 
Assassin (300ft, XS, 5c), while 
in the Easter Island Gully area 
they cl imbed an overhanging 
crack line between Drag and 
Belia/: Pequed ( 1 00ft, XS, 5c) . 
Moran and Geoff Milburn 
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climbed the wall to the right of 
Gazebo to give Tumbling Dice 
( 1 00ft, E3, 5c), and the arete 
left of Tapeworm gave them 
Merchant Man ( 1 50ft, HVS). 
In the North Stack area Joe 
Brown, Jimmy Jewel and 
Smiler Cuthbertson have 
added Flytrap (E1, 4a5a5b4a), 
which climbs into and out of 
the cave left of Mordor, giving 
similar situations to Spider's 
Web. 
On Castell Helen, Hyslop and 
Knighton put up True Moments 
(250ft, E1 ), which takes the 
previously climbed arete right 
of Rap, then traverses right to 
gain the stance on Freebird. 
From here it follows Freebird 
over the overhang, then climbs 
direct up walls and corners to 
the top. Moran and Evans, 
accompanied by Nadim 
Siddiqui and Milburn, added 
North West Passage (230ft, E2, 
5a5b), starting up the wall 
between Pel and Rap to gain 
the Castell Helen Girdle -
which is followed rightwards 
to climb a pillar between 
Atlantic Wall and Atlantis. 
Hyslop and Knighton also 
climbed a direct line through 
the Freebird overhang and the 
wall above - Caress of Steel 
( 130ft, E2, 5c). starting from 
the Freebird stance. 
On Yellow Wall, Mick Fowler 
and Mike Morrison put up 
Paddington ( 140ft, XS). which 
takes a line up the wall left of 
Pterodactyl, joining that route 
for some 25ft in its middle 
section. 
Llanberis Pass 
0n Clogwyn y Grochan, Dave 
Roberts and Paul Williams put 
up First Amendment (XS, 
5c5b). which climbs the crack 
just right of Slape Direct and 
finishes up the wall above. The 
much-tried groove right of 
Brant Direct fell to Ron Fawcett 
and Chris Gibb, giving Pump 
(70ft, XS, 6a). 

Clogwyn du'r Arddu 
On the Pinnacle, Moran and 
Evans added The Rumour 
(160ft, XS, 5b). which follows 
East Gully Groove to the 
overhang, then takes a line 
directly up the wall above. On 
the East Buttress, Ed Cleasby, 
Phil Burke and Keith Myhill 
climbed direct up the wall right 
of Llithrig, belaying on that 
route, to give Pistolero (300ft, 
XS, 5c6a). 
However, the major route so 
far this year is Pete Whillance's 
A Midsummer Night's Dream, 
which takes a steep and 
sustained line up the Great 
Wall and at long last renders 
Ed Drummond's single pitch of 
the same name obsolete. 
Drummond's pitch, taking a 
diagonal line up the wall right 
of Great Wal/to join the Crew 
route at the stance, was 
perhaps the highlight of his 
controversial activities and 
involved several pegs, a bolt 
and skyhooks. Whillance 
climbed it completely free. 
From the stance on Great Wall 
he went 20ft up the 
Drummond line before 
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Above: Pat Littlejohn on the 1st ascent of Sick Rose, Doyden Point. Photo: Littlejohn. Right: Phil Burke 
following the top pitch of Pistolero on the 1st ascent. Photo: Burke. 

breaking out left to climb the 
steep arete right of Daurigol. 
Moelwyniau 
On Craig y Wrysgan, Mel 
Griffiths and Martin Crook 
added Condor ( 1 90ft, E2, 5c) 
which climbs the thin crack 
left of Dorcon to finish easily 
up the rib above. On the Upper 
Tier, Griffiths and Alan Moller 
eliminated both pegs from 
Dislocation and added a direct 
finish at 5c. 
On Clogwyn y Bustach Griffiths 
and P Denham put up Going 
Straight (E1, 5b). which takes a 
leftward line from Creeper into 
the groove and niche of Flake 
Wall, then moves diagonally 
right to finish up the bulging 
wall above. 
Cwm Silyn and Cwellyn 
On Castell Cidwm, Tramgo has 
received a completely free 
ascent from Moran. 

CENTRAL WALES 
On Craig Cowarch, John 
Sumner, I Tapley and G 
Summers added a V Diff called 
A Touch of Class, which takes a 
line to the right of Wi/1-o-the
Wisp. 
Near Tywyn on Bird Rock, John 
Codling and Dave Wiggin 
climbed a route into the 
central niche at the top of 
Diamond Wall, Diamond Elim
inate (E3, 5b5c) and also made 
a free ascent of Daisy Belle at 
E1, 5b5b. 

SOUTH WALES 
Pembrokeshire 
This seems certain to be a big 
year for Pembrokeshire, with 
so much being done that only 
the main events are reported. 
At Mother Carey's Kitchen one 
of the remaining big lines fell 
to Pat Littlejohn and Chris King 
when they climbed the 
impending wall right of Warp 
Factor, producing Mother Night 
( 1 50ft, E3, 5c). Nipper 
Harrison and Dick Broomhead 
climbed a line to the left of 
Brazen Buttress (Tempest, 
130ft, E1, 5b) and 

straightened out Sporting 
Chance with Odds-On Favourite 
(E2, 6a). a fierce but well 
protected thin crack. 
The West Face of Stackpole 
gave three excellent climbs to 
Littlejohn and King . The Whaler 
(21 Oft, E2, 5b) weaves 
through overhangs about 60 
yards from the descent spur; 
Swordfish (130ft, E2, 5b) 
climbs the impressive 
bottomless groove 30 yards 
right of Heaven's Door; Silver 
Shadow (130ft, E2, 5b) takes 
the open corner just to its 
right. 
More than a dozen routes were 
added to the St Gavan 's area, 
where the military still do not 
officially allow climbing. The 
cliffs were developed initially 
by Pete Whillance and friends. 
Littlejohn and King have added 
Test Case ( 140ft, E2, 5c). up a 
curving groove some way left 
of Cupid's Bow. A series of 
grooves on the headland west 
of St Govan's chapel gave 
Blow-Up (11 Oft, E2, 5b) to 
Littlejohn and John Harwood, 
and the same team breached 
the walls of Stennis Fjord with 
what is reported to be a future 
classic called Mysteries ( 1 60ft, 
E2, 5b). climbing a scooped 
groove line slanting up the 
steepest face of the zawn. On 
the opposite wall of the Fjord, 
Andy Sharp and Harwood 
added Command Performance 
( 190ft, E2, 5b), taking a 
rightward slanting break 
beneath overhangs. 
King and Dave Roberts 
climbed the obvious groove 
and corner lines around the 
entrance to Huntsman's Leap, 
and Bosherton Head has also 
given a number of worthwhile 
routes. A crag just west of 
Saddle Head is of particular 
interest, because of its height 
(nearly 200ft) and its firm 
juggy rock. The left arete of the 
long groove bounding the crag 
on the right gave Littlejohn and 
Harwood a superb climb 
named Blue Sky ( 180ft, VS, 
4b). while a smooth face on 
the left-hand side was climbed 

by Sharp and Harwood to give 
Illusion (HVS, 5a) . 
In the spectacular chasm near 
Stack Rocks known as The 
Cauldron, Harrison and 
Broomhead climbed the arete 
right of Toil and Trouble (The 
Demon, 140ft, E1, 5b). 
Harrison also led a pitch just to 
its left which is said to give 
some of the best face climbing 
in Pembroke - Friend of the 
Devil ( 140ft, E2/ 3, 5c) . 
On Mowing Word, Harrison 
and Pete O'Sullivan put up 
Stand By To Boogie (E3, 5c), 
which takes a hanging groove 
to the right of Chimes of 
Freedom. On Recess Face at 
Lydstep, the same team 
climbed the obvious break left 
of Faceless Face to give Fly Like 
An Eagle (E2, 5b) . 
In an effort to keep track of 
racing developments, 
Littlejohn is preparing an 
interim guide. New routes 
should be sent to him at 
Outdoor Action, 1 2 Wyeverne 
Rd, Cardiff, where a new
climbs file is available for the 
perusal of visiting climbers. 
A recent survey of seabirds has 
resulted in a seasonal 
restriction being applied to the 
East Face of Stackpole (which 
as yet has no routes) and The 
Cauldron. This affects very few 
climbs, and should be strictly 
observed to avert the threat of 
further restrictions. 
Cl imbers should avoid 
climbing anywhere near 
nesting birds, and in any case 
should not climb on Stack 
Rocks, The Cauldron or 
Stackpole East Face in the 
period April-July. Failure to 
stick to the terms of agreed 
access limits will strengthen 
the demands of ornithologists 
to have climbing in South 
Pembrokeshire banned 
completely. Climbers have 
already driven off the guillemot 
and razorbill population from 
Lydstep, so local opinion is 
strong. 



SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND 
Avon 
Nipper Harrison continues to 
produce some surprisingly 
major routes in the Gorge. On 
Unknown Buttress, he climbed 
the wall right of Titan 's Trail to 
give Ladder of Desire (E3, 6a). 
and a prominent crack in the 
wall above the buttress gave a 

superb pitch (Mirage, E2, 5c) . 
On Main Wall, he added a very 
serious and sustained route up 
the steep wall between Lich 
Gates and Peril. Changeling 
(E4, 6a) climbs directly up 
from the start of Lich Gates, 
then crosses Peril before 
moving left to finish . 
Chris King and Steve Monks 
made the second ascent of 
Main Wall Eliminate, 
dispensing with the rest sling . 

Cheddar 

I 

, • I 
,• . . •L.! t 
·J ~. ·,1l . 

. ' . .. ' , 

·'~. \~'j ,t ;. }:, ~ 
. t •. ,-,·~~ 

' I J I . . 
. I • r ', *f ' !••.Ji, ' .-.,,.,. / 

,; «. i)!, ,~' 
\': It 

.~:.. , .. 

. ,, • '1' 

1:, .. 1 
• ~tif:I 

. ''Jt~t 
:1,1 1• ' 

. , (' t 1 __ i · 
. ;,:;:, 

; • J *, 
.... • ._.w I 

Harrison has been active here 
repeating the harder Littlejohn 
routes such as Madrugada, 
Ginsberg and Caesar, all of 
which seem to be establishing 
themselves in the 6a grade. 
Only Bad Dog is so far 
unrepeated . Harrison also 
reduced the aid on Mordorto 
one rest point, rendering it an 
impressive pitch (6a) . Dick 
Broomhead added Forced 

Entry(100ft , E1. 5b/ c) a 
layback pitch providing 
another way into the High 
Rock Amphitheatre. 
Wintour's Leap 
On Fly Wall, Arn is Strapcans, 
Gordon Jenkin and Steve 
Marriott climbed the hanging 
crack left of Flyover to give 
Bulging Flies ( 1 00ft. E2, 5c) . 
Strapcans and Marriott added 
Stone-Spider Reaction ( 1 85ft, 
E2, 5b) , a bold and poorly 
protected route up the right 
face of the Lord of the Flies 
prow and also climbed the wall 
between Flypast and Firefly to 
give Whirlitzer ( 180ft, E1, 5b) . 
Neil Beggs and Steve Berry 
followed the shallow groove 
left of Split (Swatter, 1 00ft, 
HVS. 5a/ b) and Jenkin and 
Frank Cannings added Dazed 
and Confused ( 100ft, HVS. 5b) 
up the tower face left of 
Freedom . 

Devon 
Fowler and Morrison have 
made a free ascent of Barbican 
on The Old Redoubt at Berry 
Head. 

Cornwall 
On Tintagel Head, Fowler and 
Morrison have added a steep 
and serious route up the wall 
to the left of II Duce to give 
Vagabond (290ft. XS) . 
At Pentire Head, Darkinbad 
was repeated free and 
chalkless by Pat Littlejohn and 
Chris King, who afterwards 
added a demanding route on 
nearby Doyden Point - Sick 
Rose ( 145ft. E3, 6a) which 
takes the obvious open groove 
to the right of Decumanus. 
They also repeated Last 
Leviathan finding it loose. 
awkward and lacking the 
quality of neighbouring routes. 
At Carn Gow/a, lain Peters and 
Paul Buttrick have added an 
exposed Severe on the cliff 
south of Mercury- The Cave 
Wall Traverse - and an 
unnamed HVS on the 
previously unclimbed slabs 
200 yards north of America 
Buttress. Fowler and Morrison 
have climbed the grassy 
buttress between Ratcliffe 
Highway and America 
(Beresford, 300ft, HVS), which 
they describe as " useful if one 
is silly enough to pull the 
tyrolean ropes across before 
noticing that the tide is in!" 
Littlejohn continues to carry 
the banner of the "Clean Hand 
Gang" and reports chalkless 
ascents of Dream, Liberator 
and West Face, although hot 
weather foiled an attempt to 
repeat Fool's Lode in a similar 
style. 
At Carn Les Boel, on the south 
coast. Littlejohn and King 
climbed the impressive wall to 
the right of Scabbard to give a 
superb route (Burning Gold, 
140ft. E3, 5c/ 6a) and on 
Robin 's Rocks the steep wall 
left of Tuco the Terrible gave 
Black Sapper ( 11 Oft. E3, 5c_) -
"a steep and uncompromising 
pitch". 

Correspondents: Jones, 
Fowler, Hutchinson. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE CLIMBING 
A historical essay by AL RUBIN 

THERE ARE MANY who question the 
value of climbing histories. Such histories 
always emphasise the competitive, egoistic 
aspects of the sport, and tend to repeat 
themselves from area to area. These 
criticisms are undoubtedly justified, but 
the study of history is a valid exercise in 
itself, no less in climbing than in other 
areas of human activity. While the 
climbing history of each area is relatively 
similar, each area is also unique, with its 
own characters and events. 

For some, climbing is merely a type 
of physical activity, but for many the 
human aspect-the companionship and 
the competition, the legends and the 
laughs-is equally important. It is to 
preserve this aspect that the following 
is written. 

General mo.untain exploration got an 
early start in New England: Mt Washington 
was climbed by Darby Field as early as 
1642, and the Appalachian Mountain 
Club was organized in 1878, the first 
such club in the country. Despite this 
early interest in New England's mountains, 
as well as activity in mountain areas 
further afield, technical climbing in the 
region has a short, though eventful, 
history. 

In the decades before World War I, a 
group of AMC climbers was very active in 
the initial exploration of the Canadian 
mountains. These climbers discovered 
several small bouldering areas around 
Boston and scrambled on the rocks of 
Mt Desert Island in Maine ,on Joe English 
Hill and in Huntington's Ravine in New 
Hampshire. However, techniques and 
equipment were very rudimentary, and 
no attempts were made on any of the 
region's major cliffs. Though the First 
World War didn't cause as great a disrupt
ion in the United States as it did in 
Europe, it took several years after the 
end of the war for technical climbing to 
get a real start in New England. 

It had been traditional for many years 
that the sons and daughters of well-to-do 
families from Eastern cities had an 
opportunity to take a grand tour of 
Europe. Thus many of them were 
introduced to climbing, usually through 
guided ascents of easy mountains in 
Chamonix or Zermatt. Several would 
take up the sport seriously and return to 
the Alps season after season. 

This tradition continued in the early 
1920s. New Englanders such as Robert 
Underhill, Kenneth Henderson, Lincoln 
and Miriam O'Brien- members of either 
the AMC or the newly formed Harvard 
Mountaineering Club - were fortunate 
enough to climb with guides of the calibre 
of Armand Charlet and the Daimai 
brothers, as well as with the members of 
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the French Groupe de Haute Montagne . 
Through them, those New Englanders 
were caught up in the new adventurous 
spirit that was growing in European 
alpinism, as well as in learning the -new 
techniques which made advances in 
standards possible. 

Miriam O'Brien was on the first ascent 
of a difficult route on the Torre Grande 
on the Dolomites, as well as making the 
third ascent of the North-East Face of 
the Finsteraarhorn, one of the most 
serious and difficult routes of the period. 
In 1928, guided by Armand Charlet and 
Alfred Couttet, she and Robert Underhill, 
soon to be her husband, made the first 
complete traverse of the Aiguilles du 
Diable, then the most difficult rock route 
in Chamonix. 

Back home, they and their friends 
were interested in continuing their 
climbing in the off-season . In 1925, 
Robert Unde_rhill and a small group of 
friends were shown several of the pre-war 
practice areas by Frank Mason, one of the 
earlier activists. In 1926 this group made 
the first official excursion to the White 
Mountains, when they climbed in 
Huntington's Ravine over Memorial Day. 
By 1927, they had a regular schedule of 
climbing trips to such places as Crow Hill 
in Massachusetts, Pawtuckaway and Joe 
English Hill in southern New Hampshire, 
and Huntington's Ravine . 

Through these outings and their 
Alpine climbs, the group acquired enough 
experience and ability to attempt the 
major cliffs of New England. Beginning in 
1928, a period of five years of intensive 
activity saw one or more routes established 
on each if the main craigs, and exploration 
of climbing possibilities on many lesser 
ones. 

The first climb to be attempted was on 
Cannon, the largest of the cliffs. In May 
1928 a six-person party, led by Underhill, 
attempted a route over towards the right
hand side of the cliff. They made good 
progress until stopped by slabs above the 
"second terrace". 

Several of the party later descended 
from above to check on the difficulties of 
the upper section. On September 18 
Underhill and Robert O'Brien returned 
and completed the route . On the upper 
slabs they were halted by a blank section 
between two cracks. After trying to cross 
the slab by conventional climbing, O'Brien 
resorted to a secret weapon: "A stake 
brought along for some such purpose was 
fixed higher up in the crack of departure, 
and the rope looped over this to afford a 
handhold movable out over the wall ..... 
this passage cannot be taken in simple 
climbing." The stake lasted until 1935. 
This route has become known as "Old 

Cannon". 
In the same season the first ascent was 

made of the Pinnacle rock climb in 
Huntington's Ravine. Here again the route 
was first attempted in spring and then 
completed in the fall ; once again Underhill 
led the party. The climb was considered 
quite difficult, but the first ascensionists 
recognised that the difficulties could be 
avoided by traverses to easier ground. 

Both these routes offered mountain
eering problems similar to those found in 
the Alps. Winter also provided Alpine 
practice, and Huntington's became a 
popular ice climbing area. Central Gully 
was climbed as early as 192 7, Odell's in 
1928, and the very difficult Pinnacle 
Gully in 1930. This last climb remained 
the most difficult ice route in the region 
for over 30 years . 

The next route attempted in 1928 was 
very different from the problems en
countered in the Alps. The smooth slabs 
of Whitehorse Ledge defeated the efforts 
of the first party, who were climbing in 
sneakers. The climbers then went to the 
top of the cliff and rappelled down to the 
difficult section, where they placed a 
fixed rope which they used to finish the 
climb. They realized that this was not a 
"legitimate" ascent and noted that "a few 
fixed pitons, judiciously placed where 
they could be lassoed from below, would 
make possible this 30 or 40 feet". The 
lower section of Mt Willard in Crawford 
Notch offered similar, though easier, slab 
climbing, and it was also climbed in that 
year. 

The following year saw a summer 
ascent of Central Gully, the first ascent 
of the Eaglet Pinnacle in Franconia Notch, 
and a complete ascent of Mt Willard. The 
upper section of the latter route was 
characterised by steep, rotten rock. Later 
in the year an inexperienced solo climber 
was killed attempting to climb the cliff, 
the first such fataility in New England. 
Later the route on Willard was 
''improved": "One or two others wielded 
mighty hammers, driving in pitons where 
these were needed, while behind came 
that self-sacrificing soul with the paint-pot 
and brush to leave a mark that others 
might follow where we had been." 
Fortunately, this approach to climbing 
did not catch on . 

The major climb of 1929 was on 
Cannon. The previous year's party claimed 
that their route "appears from examin
ation to date to be the only possible 
route up the cliff, and none of its difficult
ies can be outflanked by alternative easy 
passages". But Bradley Gilman and Hassler 
Whitney were attracted by the prominent 
ridge towards the southern end of the 
cliff. They were very fit after a season in 



the Alps and proceeded to climb the 
route without any protection. 

Their account in Appalachia was very 
matter-of-fact , but another observer 
noted : "Later comers upon this route 
must assuredly always admire the fine 
courage and skill with which its two 
original conquerors forced their way up a 
long series of passages of great technical 
difficulty, high exposure, and dubious 
outlet." In fact, this route was at the time 
one of the most difficult in the country. 
Two years later a pipe was placed for 
protection on the crux pitch, though it 
has often since been used for aid. 

Another route was established on 
Cannon in 1930, but the Black Dike 
had no redeeming features and quickly 
faded into an obscurity that was to last 
until the late 1960s when the route 
became one of the region's classic hard 
winter ice climbs. In 1931, routes were 
established on Humphrey's Ledge and 
in Huntington's Ravine. But the big 
project of that year was Cathedral, the 
steepest and most impressive of the 
White Mountain cliffs. The cliff was 
thoroughly reconnoitred and several 
possible lines were explored from above 
and below before the first ascent team 
settled on the prominent chimney line 
of Standard Route. "The initial pitch of 
the route was outflanked by a combination 
of rope manoeuvres" -they threw a 
weighted string over a convenient tree 
and pulled up a rope which was then 
climbed hand over hand. The cave wall 
was climbed free until a sling could be 
wrapped around a chockstone and used 
for tension to exit from the cave. 
Underhill summed up the climb in 
Appalachia : "While not so hard as the 
new Cannon Route (Whitney-Gilman) , 
this climb is at least as difficult as the 
Pinnacle and forms a most valuable 
addition to the White Mountain repertory. 
It is notable for the varied character of 
the situations which it offers." 

Underhill had become the leading 
figure in United States mountaineering 
and used his position as editor of 
Appalachia to write numerous articles 
on climbing techniques and equipment. 

In 1932 Leland Pollock "worked out 
a legitimate central portion for the now 
standard route up Whitehorse Ledge" 
- free-<:limbing the boiler-plate and brown 
spot sections using pitons only for 
_protection. 

During this period New England 
climbers also made annual excursions 
to such places as Mt Katadhin and Mt 
Desert Island in Maine , as well as under
taking a thorough reconnaissance of 
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climbing possibilities in the White 
Mountains. Many of the cliffs visited 
during this period have yet to be re
discovered by contemporary climbers. 
The amount and wide scope of this 
activity is particularly noteworthy when 
one considers the relatively primitive 
equipment available and the difficulty 
of transportation in the early 1930s. 
Often the trip to and from the city 
occupied half the possible climbing 
time ; therefore much of the activity 
occured on the three-day weekends 
or during summer vacations. 

A note in Appalachia summed up the 
general attitude : "There is, indeed, no 
hope that our New England hills will ever 
become a rock climber's paradise like the 
Lake District in England or some lesser 
mountain groups of Germany or Austria, 
but undoubtedly they have that to offer 
which should occasion chronicles of 
interesting new rock routes for some 
years to come ." 

This very intensive period of explor
ation reached its climax in 1933 with the 
visit of Fritz Wiessner. Wiessner had 
begun climbing during World War I on the 
sandstone rocks near Dresden, Germany , 

where he was born. During this period 
the Dresden rocks offered the most 
advanced free climbing in the world, and 
Wiessner soon became one of the local 
experts. After the war he moved to 
Munich, where he became involved in 
the great development of technical 
climbing in the Eastern Alps, establish
ing important new routes in the Wilder 
Kaiser and the Dolomites. In 1929 
Wiessner emigrated to the United States 
and settled in New York. Over the next 
decade he established himself as the 
leading climber in the country, putting 
up many hard routes in numerous areas. 

Wiessner's 1933 visit to the White 
Mountains was characteristic of his ability 
and energy . In a short period of time he 
made a "routine" lead of the crack start 
to Cathedral, climbed the prominent 
chimney on Humphrey's Ledge, and 
added new routes to Whitehorse (perhaps 
Mistaken Identity or Dike), White's Ledge 
in Bartlett, and Cannon. This letter route 
became noted for its "crescendo finish" 
left of the "Old Man", but "like all the 
routes upon the cliff, it suffers greatly 
from the badness of the rock. Enormous 
amounts of loose material were cleared 
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out by the party, but all too much 
remains" . 

By 1934 there was a slowdown in 
exploratory activity in the White 
Mountains. The Depression had really 
settled in, crippling the White Mountain 
tourist industry for many years and 
making weekend visits less frequent. 
In addition, Underhill had retired from 
hard climbing, though not from mountain 
exploration, and no one had come 
forward to supply the leadership and 
drive which he had provided. 

A fine group of climbers had developed 
at Dartmouth College. Led by Jack 
Durrance, they established many routes 
in the Tetons and elsewhere in the West, 
but climbed little new in New England. 
They tended to concentrate on small 
cliffs near Hanover and in Connecticut 
River Valley. However, in 1937 a party 
led by Bert Jensen climbed a route up 
the centre of Owl's Head Cliff in Oliverian 
Notch. This slabby 600-foot cliff is on 
private property, and climbing was 
discouraged by the landowner. Over the 
years this cliff has become a DMC 
preserve, offering several excellent routes 
completely unknown to most other 
climbers in the area. 

The main cliffs were not totally ignored 
during this period. Climbers would make 
anuual ascents of the now standard routes 
and would occasionally make longer trips 
to Mt Desert and Katadhin and to cliffs 
in New York. In 1937 a guide, in the 
form of duplicated sheets of Appalachia 
route descriptions and a few additional 
notes, was distributed amongst the AMC 
climbers. It contained details of 13 routes 
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and notes on several others. 
Kenneth Henderson was the leading 

figure after Underhill's retirement
training beginners, leading large parties 
up the established routes, and exploring 
climbing possibilities in such locations as 
Bond Cliff. In 1940 he led a party of very 

experienced climbers up the fifth new 
route on Cannon. Henderson's route 
takes a buttress on the previously un
explored section of the cliff left of the 
W-G. This area is characterised by rotten 
rock, and none of the routes in this area 
has ever become popular. 

Following this climb, there was a 
period of 15 years in which new-route 
development in the White Mountains 
came to a virtual standstill. Only one 
new route was established on any of the 
three main cliffs, and little was done 
elsewhere. 

World War II saw the establishment of 
the Tenth Mountain Division and 
important developments in equipment 
and technique. In many areas of the 
country, the end of the war saw a great 
increase in the popularity of the sport 
and a parallel advance in standards. But 
the active climbers in New England at 
this time were largely oriented towards 
mountain exploration in distant ranges. 
New Englanders were involved in 
important climbs in British Columbia, 
Alaska and Peru. At home they were 
particularly interested in winter climbing 
- Damnation Gully, the last major gully 
in Huntington's Ravine was climbed by 
an AMC party in 1943, and Dave Bernays 
and Andrew Griscom made the first 
winter ascent of Whitehorse in 1954. 

On rock they were content to repeat 
the established routes, or to explore in 
remote areas such as Katadhin and 
Tumbledown Mountain in Maine or the 
Lake Willoughby Region in Vermont , 
where the routes they established rarely 
equalled the prewar standards in difficulty 
or in quality. 

The one exception to this trend was a 
difficult new route established on Cannon 
in 1945 by Washington, DC, climbers 
Herb and Jan Conn. Herb had been active 
in training mountain troops at Seneca 
Rocks, West Virginia, and both were 
experts at Carderock, Washington's main 
practice area. They had seen Cannon 
during childhood vacations and returned 
there shortly after VJ Day, knowing 
nothing of the established routes on the 
cliff. 

They chose a route near a prominent 
dike in the center of the crag- "We 
wanted no grounds for that deflating self
accusation which we might feel later that 
we had avoided the face." Jan led the 
crux slab, Herb later commenting: "Not 
until later, when I tried the climb myself, 
did I completely realize the impossibility 
of that scant 10 foot pitch to the crack. 
It was a smooth face, well above the angle 
of repose, entirely lacking in any breaks 
or roughnesses." 

The Conns climbed in tennis sneakers 
and used pitons only for protection . The 
route has received the modern rating of 
III, 5-8, and was undoubtedly the most 
difficult and sustained climb in the region 
for over a decade. Soon afterwards the 
Conns moved to the Black Hills in South 
Dakota, where they established residency 
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in a "modified cave". They did some D'Arcy and Willie Crowther established They also were very active in the 
phenomenal climbing in the Needles a companion route to Quartet which Adirondacks and the Gunks in New York. 
before becoming involved in the explor- shares its lack of popularity. New Hampshire was harder to reach , but 
ation of Jewel Cave. They have adopted While none of D'Arcy's routes were Turner was so impressed by the 
a lifestyle dreamed of, but rarely attained, any more difficult than the harder possibilities on Cathedral that he returned 
by many climbers. pre-war routes, they were important in several times. 

A decade after the Conns' climb Ray that they got others thinking in terms of On the first visit he teamed up with 
D' Arey, then a student at MIT, began new routes. Soon after these climbs New Yorker Art Gran and attempted 
to search actively for new routes on the D'Arcy moved West , where he was the prominent crack-line of Repentance 
main New Hampshire cliffs. In 1955 involved in some major new routes in well right of the original route. Turner 
D'Arcy climbed the blank-looking face Yosemite . placed a pin behind a "doubtful flake". 
left of the original route on Cathedral While New England climbing had below the crux crack. Turner stood on 
Ledge. He had noted that the face was remained in the doldrums, standards had the pin, but this aid was of no value on 
not as steep as it looked from a distance, been advancing elsewhere . In 1958 these the strenuous crux and also offered 
and that there were numerous horizontal new standards reached New England; in dubious protection. Turner described 
crack lines, offering route possibilities . fact, in that year a route was established this section as being in the "free six" 
D'Arcy recalls that he climbed three on Cathedral that may have contained the category . He found the rest of the climb 
distinct routes up this section of the cliff most difficult pitch in the country. straightforward, using only a couple of 
during this period. He remembers the Repentance bordered on 5.10, before points of protection- another character-
route now known as Thin Air as being the routes of this standard were established in istic of Turner's routes. 
easiest of them. California or Colorado. The climber The following year Turner and 

In 1977 Paul Ross and Doug Madara responsible for this phenomenal route Richard Willmott climbed Recompense, 
climbed what they thought was a new was John Turner, who had recently (5 .9), which they described as "both 
route left of Thin Air, in the process settled in Montreal after emigrating from difficult and spectacular, the difficulties 
discovering old fixed pitons . This route, Britain. Turner was a zoologist who had being slightly less than those on 
which they named Reincarnation, was climbed in Wales while at Oxford Repentance". They avoided the now 
probably one of D' Arcy's orginal University. During this period British normal finish with a traverse right to a 
variations. climbing was dominated by the working- parallel groove-line ("The crack above has 

The following year D' Arey turned his class climbers, symbolised by the Rock possibilities but is rather dirty"). They 
attention to Cannon , where he established and Ice Club. It was a common belief that also climbed a direct start to Thin Air 
Quartet, a loose and rarely climbed route the university climbers could not climb at ("easy fifth class, though the complete 
right of the Black Dike. Harry King, one a comparable level of difficulty. Yet absence of protection is a little disconcert-
of the members of his party , also climbed Turner had made a very early ascent of ing") . 
an important variation to the start of Cenotaph Corner, eliminating the two In 1960 Turner finished his explor-
Conncourse ; King's Variation (now the pins of aid us·ed on the previous ascent- ations on Cathedral with ascents of 
start of Psych Dike) , was described as a fact still little appreciated in Britain. Refuse and Remission, a route he 
requiring "every trick in the book". King In Canada, Turner and a group of' described as "moderate" - an assessment 
was also on the first ascent of the Dike skilled associates developed numerous questioned by many recent climbers. In 
Route in Whitehorse in 1955 , a route difficult routes on the cliffs near Montreal the early 1960s Turner ·returned to 
originally explored in the 1930s; In 1958 (treated in Quebec article , Mountain 59) . England and largely disappeared from the 
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climbing scene. He left behind a legacy 
of superb climbs done in impeccable 
style. A decade was to pass before 
Repentance was repeated, and before 
climbers were able to equal and surpass 
the standards of difficulty which he 
established in New Hampshire. 

A fatal accident occurred on Cannon 
in 19 59, when two inexperienced young 
climbers died of exposure on the cliff just 
as rescuers reached them. 

While Turner was climbing on 
Cathedral, other climbers explored else
where. Earle Whipple put up the Echo on 
Whitehorse, and Lakeview on Cannon , 
in 1960. Two years later a pitch of the 
latter route fell off in a rockfall (a 
common occurrence on Cannon). Whipple 
returned with Leigh Andrews and 
climbed the "new slab", a difficult 
friction pitch done in mountain boots. 

During the post-war period, climbing 
clubs had been established in many 
colleges and universities. In the early 
1960s many of these groups joined in a 
confederation known as the Intercollegiate 
Outing Club Assocaition (IOCA) to 
establish a joint leadership pool. The 
group was responsible for most of the 
new-route activity during these years. In 
1963 Yale climbers established several 
routes up the numerous crack lines on the 
left hand side of Cathedral, including the 
direct finish to Recompense avoided by 
Turner. Sam Streibert was involved in 
several of these routes, and he has 
remained an innovative force in New 
England climbing ever since. Nineteen 
sixty - four was a vintage year on Cannon , 
with the University climbers establishing 
five new routes - Sam's Swan Song and 
Duet being of particular note . 

Willie Crowther of Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology developed two 
important routes on Whitehorse. One of 
them Sliding Board , was originally 
climbed without bolts- Crowther had 
pre-placed fixed pins in the corner of 
the Standard Route and attached very 
long slings which reached around the 
corner on to the Sliding Board slab. This 
period also saw continued exploration of 
remote cliffs. Whipple and the New 
Hampshire climbers Bob Krusnya and 
Hugo Stadtmuller were particularly 
active , visiting such places as Mt 
Huntington on the newly-opened 
Kancagamus Highway and Devil's Slide 
in the North Country . Many old fixed 
pins on little-known crags being 
re-explored by the current generation 
date from this period. 

By the mid -60s many Eastern climbers , 
like those in. other regions of the country , 
were entranced by the spell of Yosemite 
and the big walls . Climbers sought out 
routes that would require large amounts 
of aid to prepare them for their pilgrim
ages to the Valley. Dartmouth climbers 
established a major aid route on Owl's 
Head, but the big challenge was the 
central area of Cannon between Sam's 
Song and Conn course. This section was 
described by the Conns in 1945 as "a 
vast wall where only a fly could stick". 

Above: Ed Webster on the 1st ascent of Paradise 
Lost (J 1,5.10) South Buttress, Whitehorse Ledge. 
Photo: Mike Kennedy. Left: Sliding Board (5. 7), 
Whitehorse Ledge. Photo: P. Ross. 



Above: Jeff Pheasant leading the 2nd pitch of Wonder Wall (5.10,Al) on the 1st ascent. Photo: P. Ross. 

After many attempts by numerous 
climbers, a route up this section was 
climbed in 1965 by New Yorkers Art 
Gran and Dick Williams, with visting 
Yosemite climber Yvon Chouinard. The 
climb was named after the Vulgarian 
Mountain Club, with which the climbers 
were associated. In true Vulgarian fashion 
the route was climbed after a late-night 
party, allowing a bivouac to be included 
"for extra adventure" . 

Two years later the Yale climbers 
added a second big-wall route up a 
prominent dike right of the VMC. 
Questionable rock has made this route 
much less popular than the other routes 
in the area. 

In the same year the first big-wall 
route was established on Cathedral by 
Steve Arsenault and Paul Doyle. The 
Pendulum was an excellent and varied 
climb, calling for several highly technical 
manoeuvres not previously used on New 
England rock. The following year 
Arsenault established a series of other 
aid routes on Cathedral. He later put the 
experience gained on these routes to 
good effect when he became one of 
the first Easterners to do big-wall routes 
in Yosemite and elsewhere. 

Despite all this activity, New Hampshire 
remained a secondary area for most 
Eastern climbers. The Shawangunks was 
the main climbing centre; Cannon, 
Cathedral, and Whitehorse were only 

visited once or twice a season. 
In 1968 Joe Cote, a climber from 

the University of New Hampshire, began 
to visit Cathedral. Unlike other climbers, 
Cote returned to Cathedral every week
end: he became the first Cathedral regular, 
setting up a camp below the cliff. Cote 
had considered becoming a professional 
golfer, but took up climbing instead and 
rapidly became very competent. In the 
late fall of 1968, with a variety of 
partners, Cote began putting up new 
routes. In the spirit of the times, Cote's 
early routes usually involved considerable 
aid, but many have become popular 
classics, taking impressive lines up some 
of the steepest sections of the cliff. 

The events of 1969 and 1970 
represented a turning point in New 
Hampshire climbing, especially in the Mt 
Washington Valley. Early in 1969 Cote 
published a guide to Cathedral and 
Whitehorse, the first one to be 
commercially available. Of equal 
importance was the opening of an Eastern 
Mountain Sports store in North Conway. 
The store was managed and largely 
staffed by climbers, and operated a 
climbing school. Now, not only were 
there weekend regulars , but also a size
able group of climbers was living full 
time in the area. 

Predictably, this influx of climbers 
resulted in a spate of new routes, 
particularly on the left hand section of 

Cathedral. Most of these routes took 
obvious crack-lines and required various 
amounts of aid. But by 1970 "big walls" 
had become commonplace , and climbers 
across the country were becoming 
increasingly interested in pushing free
climbing standards. 

For over ten years Cathedral climbers 
had failed to repeat Turner's Repentance. 
Cote's guidebook stated that the climb 
"has now gained the reputation of being 
unclimbable". In the climbing world of 
1970, such a challenge could not exist 
for long without being refuted. In that 
year Mike Stultz and -Sam Streibert made 
the second ascent . 

Stultz had done most of his climbing 
in Colorado, where he had done such 
difficult routes as the Crack of Fear. 
He had been in medical school in Boston 
for several years, but had not had the 
chance to do much climbing. However, 
in a few weekends of activity that 
summer, he injected new energy into 
free-climbing at Cathedral. 

Like Turner, Stultz stepped on a piton 
below the crux, an aid move eliminated 
by Kevin Bein later that summer. After 
Repentance, Stultz turned his attention 
to two of the most obvious unclimbed 
lines on the cliff. With Streibert, he 
climbed the obvious dike which diagonals 
right from the start of the Standard 
Route; this exposed and poorly protected 
line had defeated Turner and Gran, and 
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had been the scene of a spectactular fall 
by Bruce Kumpf. Stultz's final new route 
was a grim off-size crack left of Refuse. 
For protection he placed several large 
bongs, one of which he stepped on when 
it got in his way. This minor imperfection 
does not detract from a magnificent lead 
of a very difficult problem, now called 
the Black Crack. 

The next line to be explored by free
climbing was Cote's fine aid route, 
Diedre. In 1970 each of the individual 
pitches of the route was done free; the 
following year Cote and Ben Read made 
the first continuous ascent of one of the 
finest routes on the cliff. Cote put up 
several other excellent free routes in 1971, 
including the first ascent of the Book of 
Solemnity and the first free ascent of 
Retaliation. The most important climb 
of the year, however, was the free ascent 
of Intimidation by Dennis Merritt and 
Streibert. The route offered very sustained 
climbing, with limited protection on 
some sections. It was climbed only after 
numerous attempts. 

While all this activity was occurring on 
Cathedral, Cannon was not being ignored. 
Being somewhat further from the 
amenities of civilization than Cathedral, 
and suffering from worse weather, 
Cannon had never attracted as large a 
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number of devotees. In 1970, several free 
routes were established on the right hand 
section of the cliff; of these, Consolation 
Prize on the Lakeview slabs has become 
the most popular. In addition, Streibert 
and Arsenault established a direct start 
to the VMC, which has become the most
climbed aid route on the cliff. During the 
following year, the cliifs reputation of 
offering the best big-wall climbing in the 
East was further enhanced by three 
routes established by expatriate English
man Paul Ross and companions. 

Ross had been climbing actively in 
Britain and the Alps since the early 
1950s. He had concentrated on the 
Lake District, where he established 
numerous new routes and gained a 
somewhat controversial reputation by 
challenging some of the established 
traditions of British climbing. In 1968 
he moved to the States, where he worked 
at the Hurricane Island Outward Bound 
School in Maine. Ross was attracted by 
the gaps - the seemingly blank areas 
between the established routes. 
Accompanied by fellow-instructors John 
Bragg and Mike Peloquin, he climbed 
the Ghost, Labyrinth Wall and Vertigo 
- all difficult mixed aid and free routes. 
The former two routes required consider
able drilling and were not universally 

Left: Doug Madara on Diedre (5.9) Cathedral 
Ledge in winter. Photo: P. Ross. Opposite: Cannon 
Cliff. Above: Greg Burns running the pendulum on 
Vertigo (111, 5.9). Below left: ClimbersonlVertigo. 
Below right: The 'Big Wall' section of Cannon. 
'One Drop of Water' to the right and climbers at the 
start of the arches of 'UMC Direct'. Photos: Ed 
Webster. 

accepted by local climbers. However, 
their continuing popularity has justified 
Ross's efforts. 

In 1972 Ross moved to North Conway 
to run the climbing school at EMS. His 
aggressive and humorous approach to 
climbing have been dominant influence 
in the Mt Washington Valley ever since. 
Importing a common practice from 
British climbing centres, Ross began a 
new-route book at the store. The "Ego
Book" soon became filled, as climbers 
continued to find new routes and free 
old aid routes. Much of this activity 
resulted from a friendly rivalry between 
Ross and Cote, which culminated with 
each simultaneously leading parrallel 
new routes up the cliff, traversing across 
at belays to share beers. While most of 
their activity was on Cathedral, both 
explored elsewhere. Ross climbed the 
first complete route on the steep and 
imposing South Buttress of Whitehorse, 
while Cote explored the small crags 
alongside the Kancagamus Highway. 

During the summer of 1972, Cote 
published an updated guide to the Mount 
Washington Valley. On Cathedral alone, 
the book listed more than twice as 
many routes as his earlier volume. Yet 
a year later so many changes had occured 
-both new routes and aid eliminations
that a supplement was issued to 
document the new climbs. The editor 
of this publication was the young 
Massachusetts climber who had been 
mostly responsible for these develop
ments: Henry Barber had begun climbing 
with the Boston AMC in the mid - 60s 
while in his early teens. His first new 
route on Cathedral was in 1970, when he 
nailed the roof of Goofer's Delight. 
By 1971 , Barber was climbing almost 
daily and had begun to perfect his except
ional free-climbing albility. In that year 
he freed the short crack of Recluse and 
also the Black Crack. Early 1972 saw his 
free ascent of the Last Temptation. This 
latter route was the only one in Cote's 
1972 guide to receive a 5 .10 rating, 
though several other routes have since 
been upgraded to this level. 

In the fall of 1972, Barber began a 
methodical campaign to reduce the aid 
on Cathedral. His companion on many of 
these climbs was the Tufts economics 
professor Bob Anderson, who had already 
made a major climb on Cathedral when 
he freed Ant Line in 1971. In one week
end the pair eliminated the aid from five 
of the cracks on the left hand end of 
Cathedral. In the same section Barber 
freed Lichen Delight, Cathedral's first 
5.11. Another nearby route established 
by the pair was Grim Reaper - a very 
serious lead where only the presence of 
a fixed rappel rope saved Barber from a 
bad fall on the last move. Most of these 





routes were protected exclusively by 
nuts, a trend which has continued to 
this day. 

Anderson also climbed several fine 
free routes on the south buttress of 
Whitehorse with a variety of partners. 
While Barber and Anderson were 
accomplishing their free blitz, Ross and 
Cote continued to establish new climbs 
on both cliffs. In Britain it is popular to 
climb horizontal routes - girdle traverses 
-across the local crags. Ross imported 
this practice to New Hampshire, girdling 
Whitehorse and Cathedral in 1972 and 
Cannon the following year. 

A guidebook to Cannon was published 
in 1972 by Howard Peterson. Peterson 
was the most active of the small group of 
regulars on the cliff, establishing numerous 
new routes during 1972-34. In 1969 a 
rockfall had eliminated the crux pitch 
on the Conncourse; several parties 
climbed past the section with aid, and in 
1971 Cote and Read were able to do it 
free, but the route had lost most of its 
attraction. A superior route up the same 
section of rock was opened by Cote and 
Roger Martin in 1972. Moby Grape is a 
combination of variations on Conncourse, 
which offers sustained and highly enjoy
able climbing. During the same year 
Barber and Anderson made a typically 
difficult contribution, Whaleback Crack. 

The years 1973 and 1974 saw a 
continuation of the trends of the previous 
few years. Two well-travelled and very 
accomplished climbers, John Bragg and 
Steve Wunsch, joined Barber and 
Anderson in pushing the free-dimbing 
standards even higher. The very thin 
crack of Airation · became the second 
route in New Hampshire to receive a 
5 .I 1 rating, while such routes as Chockline 
and Asylum acquired reputations as 
serious leads. Over on Whitehorse Mike 
Hartrich established the Ninth Wave, a 
5 .9 friction pitch on the slabs, while 
Barber lead a large party on a free ascent 
of Beelzebub on the south buttress. 

Carinon was not ignored - Ross and 
Barber put up the traverse named Magical 
Mystery Tour in six hours of climbing, 
while Ross also established a more 
conventional route by climbing Union 
Jack with some English friends. The free 
climbers were also active in eliminating 
aid, and such routes as Vertigo were 
converted to mostly free or all - free 
classics. In 1974 this activity culminated 
in the free ascent of the original VMC 
route by Streibert and Anderson. This 
superb and extremely difficult climb was 
freed on the first attempt, though both 
climbers had previously climbed the route 
with aid. 

The period from 1968 on has also seen 
great advances in ice and winter climbing 
throughout the region, but that is another 
story. 

Since 1974, climbing activity has 
increased in all areas. Large numbers of 
talented climbers have been active on the 
major cliffs, repeating the established 
routes, eliminating aid, and putting up 
new routes. In addition, there has been 
increasing interest in the smaller and 
more remote crags. Even such faraway 
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and long-neglected areas as Mt Desert 
Island and Katadhin have been the scene 
of renewed climbing activity. With so 
much activity over such a wide area, it is 
difficult to maintain perspective over 
recent events. However, a few individuals 
and climbs stand out. 

On Cannon Chris Ellms and Andy 
Tuthill have taken over from Peterson as 
the most active "regulars". They have 
repeated most of the established routes 
in very rapid times and have created 
several new ones of their own. Jeff Burns 
has also been very active on the cliff, 
showing his free-climbing virtuosity with 
such routes as Stairway to Heaven and 
a free ascent of the Direct-Direct. 

Paul Ross, now established in his 
own climbing store, International Moutain 
Equipment, has continued as active as 
ever on all the cliffs. On Cannon he added 
One Drop of Water with Jeff Pheasant. 
This very direct route up the big-wall 
section was completed in a heavy down
pour. Ross and Pheasant also established 
several difficult mixed routes on the 
south buttress of Whitehorse, including 
the spectacular Wonderwall. On Cathedral 
Ross, often accompanied by Doug Madara, 
has put up several routes on very unlikely 
areas of rock. 

Recently, however, the main energy in 
the Mt Washington Valley has been 
supplied by Ed Webster and James Dunn. 

Webster is from the Boston suburbs 
and began climbing in the local areas, 
concentrating on the very steep outcrop 
of Crow Hill. Early in his career he began 
an ambitious search for new routes. In 
1975 Webster and Bryan Delaney freed 
most of Woman in Love - completing the 
route by traversing tQ the top of the 
Rock of Solemnity. The same pair also 
free-climbed Abrakadabra, one of Ross's 
semi-aid routes, and established the 
Hanson-Eckhardt Memorial route on 
Cannon. 

Webster went off to school in 
Colorado, but returned to New 
Hampshire for his summer vacations. His 
background of climbing on Crow Hill was 
evident in his approach to climbing on 
larger cliffs. He scoured Cathedral and the 
south buttress of Whitehorse looking for 
route possibilities, no matter how obsure. 
However, many of these routes offer 
climbing of considerable quality and great 
difficulty - such climbs as Atlantis and 
Tranquility on Whitehorse are among 
the best on the cliff. Webster was also 
active in aid eliminations, culminating 
his 1976 season with a free ascent of 
Pendulum, accompanied by Ajax Greene. 
The climb offered very sustained free 
climbing for its six pitches, the giant 
pendulum being bypassed by a high 
traverse. Webster still had sufficient 
energy left over from his climbing to 
write numerous articles on New Hampshire 
climbing, usually illustrated with his 
excellent photographs. 

Dunn was born in Manchester, New 
Hampshire, but began climbing in 
Colorado, where his family had moved 
while he was in high school. He was very 
active in Colorado and the South-West. 
In 1972, he became the first person to 

solo a new route on El Capitan. In 1974 
he returned to New Hampshire as a 
climbing instructor. The following year 
he made a brief visit which resulted in 
two short but very difficult climbs -
Screaming Yellow Zonkers on Woodchuck 
Ledge and The Possessed on Cathedral. 
This latter route was the most difficult 
pitch on the Ledge, and only was climbed 
after numerous attempts. 

In 1976 Dunn was in New Hampshire 
for most of the season. He became 
especially interested in climbing difficult 
cracks on the small crags scattered 
throughout the White Mountains, but 
also added several routes to Cathedral. 
His best route of the season was the Bridge 
of Khazad-dum, which combined parts 
of several other routes into a sustained 
free-climb up one of Cathedral's steepest 
sections. The spectacular crux pitch had 
first been free-climbed earlier in that year 
by Bryan Delaney, who approached it by 
rappelling from the top. 

In 1977 Dunn became obsessed with 
the free ascent of Ross's classic aid route, 
The Prow. John Bragg had first attempted 
to free the route several years earlier and 
had got up several pitches. Dunn 
encountered a particularly difficult move 
on the second pitch, one that he was 
unable to repeat on later attempts - but 
in his persistent fashion he kept returning 
to the route for attempt after attempt. 
He worked out a way to bypass the move 
on the second pitch, and freed several of 
the upper pitches; the section reaching 
the dihedral high on the route stopped 
him several times. Finally, late on the 
afternoon of a very hot day, Dunn and 
Jay Wilson raced up the route in two 
hours, producing what is probably the 
most difficult sustained free route in the 
East. 

It is normal for each generation of 
climbers to think they have attained the 
ultimate and that there is nothing left to 
be done. Surely that is not yet the case 
on the main White Mountain cliffs, while 
detailed exploration of the lesser crags 
has barely begun. But one is still left to 
wonder that "firsts" will remain for the 
ambitious climbers of 2078 on cliffs 
such as Cathedral Ledge. 

Even if all the possibilities for new 
routes do eventually become exhausted , 
that does not mean the sport will die. 
While this history has been concerned 
with the exploratory aspects of the sport 
- the discovery of new cliffs, new climbs 
or new limits of technical difficulty - the 
vast majority of climbers have over the 
years been content to repeat the 
established routes. They have been 
concerned with exploring their own 
personal frontiers, or simply interested 
in enjoying exhilarating activity in 
beautiful surroundings. For these climbers 
the thrills and joys of the sport will 
always be there. 

SUMMARY 

New Hampshire 

An assessment of 50 years of rock climbing 
developments in one of the most important 
climbing areas of the eastern United States. 





Everyone knows his name 

PIERRE ALLAIN 
By Yves Ballu 

PIERRE ALLAIN was born on January 
7, 1904, at Mirebeau in central France. 
He first went mountaineering about 1923 
in the Allevard massif, but his activities 
were limited to walking the footpaths 
and cattle tracks. Some time in 1928 
Maurice Paillon suggested to him and his 
companion, Robert Latour, that they go 
to Fointainebleau where they could try 
"real climbing". Pierre Allain did not 
even know that there was such a thing as 
the French Alpine Club - Latour did 
not tell him that until some time later! 

The two grass-climbers - their limited 
alpine experience consisting of a couple 
of trips to the Meije - discovered the 
pleasures of rockclimbing at 
Fointainebleau in 1930. Weekends spent 
at 'Bleau soon changed their attitudes 
and ability. The small group of regular 
climbers were dedicated to rock climbing. 
Far from decrying the rocks beacause of 
their small size, they looked on the sand
stone cliffs as a gymnasium where they 
could train themselves in rock climbing 
and perfect the techniques of hard free 
climbing. 

The difficulties were already so great 
that alpinists of the old school considered 
them as acrobatic tricks fit only for the 
circus. Among the regular climbers there 
were many who were later to become 
famous, but there were also others who 
have remained anonymous. Even at this 
time there were "Bleausards" who saw 
climbing at Fointainebleau not just in 
terms of preparation or training for the 
Alps ; for them the pleasure of climbing 
on the small holds of Fointainebleau 
sandstone was a game of its own, with
out need of further justification or alibis. 
This attitude was widespread and even if, 
in imitation of Pierre Allain, many 
alpinists of all standards did use the crags 
as a training ground for higher things, 
there were many others who came there 
just to climb, to take exercise, or simply 
for the sport. 

For all that, the part played by 
Fointainebleau in the history of French 
alpine climbing, and particularly in making 
it a popular sport, should not be under
estimated . Allain and Latour were unusual 
in that they went there first; more often 
the Parisian climbers discovered climbing 
at Fointainebleau after they had heard of 
Alpine climbing and mountains. 

This expansion of climbing at 
Fointainebleau is full of interesting detail, 
especially as regards the social character 
of the sport. Pierre Allain clearly saw 
this and wrote about it in Alpinism and 
Competition. As for the climbing, the 
sandstone cliffs of Fointainebleau offer a 
great range of types of climbing at all 
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standards without real danger - the 
biggest cliffs are barely 40ft high. 

The standard attained by Allain and 
his contemporaries was very high. Most 
of the Grade Six problems were done in 
this era and still inspire respect today. A 
good example is the Angle Allain on the 
Rem part; others are the Marie-Rose on 
the Cuvier (put up by R Ferlet and 
repeated by Allain) and Allain's · own 
Arete de Genou. 

"There were many c,:limbs done at this 
standard by many different climbers, and 
a lot of them weren't recorded," Pierre 
Allain recalls. "But there were such things 
as the Deudon crack on the Rempart, or 
the Borniol - you did that with one hand 
only, either the right or the left. With the 
left was harder. After the War Guy Poulet 
had a party piece. He would do the 
Nationale (to the right of the Prestat on 
the Cuvier) with one hand and then do a 
handstand on the top." 

All these climbs show high standards 
of which the "old-timers" were capable. 
As well as Allain and Latour, other names 
from this era are Pierre Chevalier, Marcel 
Ichac, Jean Deudon, Dr Pierre Madeuf, 
Frederic Neuenschwander - who was 
known as "The Viscount" and photo
graphed the climbers - the brothers 
Jacques and Didier Boudin, Alain le Ray, 
Guy Labour, Henri "Kiki" Brenot, 
Jerome Levy, the Gaby sisters, Elisabeth 
and Raymond Lartigue, Gil Deleau, Pierre 
Moch, Lucien Coupelle, Charles Authenac, 
Jean May , Daniel Souverain, Hugues 
Paillon, the Jonquieres brothers, Yves 
Feutran, Borniol, the Leininger brothers 
and others. 

In 1931 Pierre Allain had his first 
serious alpine season, climbing with 
Robert Latour. He climbed with Latour 
until he left for the colonies in 1934. 

From time to time other Bleausards 
would team up with them. It was an 
arrangement of this casual nature which 
led to Megevan going with them to climb 
the Dent Parrachee. It became a 
memorable climb and was to have far
reaching consequences. The rope of three 
took longer than expected to climb the 
route, and were forced to bivouac near 
the summit in a crevasse. During the long 
hours of enforced meditation "PA" 
became convinced that good bivvy gear 
was an essential. The strength of the 
conviction was shown four years later, 
when he slept on a mattress during the 
first ascent of the North Face of the Drus. 
The equipment that he used on that 
climb was of advanced design: the design 
and the manufacture were both his own. 
The night on the Dent Parrachee was the 
last uncomfortable night that PA spent 
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Opposite above: Pierre Allain climbing in the Calanques. Opposite below: Pierre Allain in 1978. 
Above left: Pierre Allain climbing the 'Grand Arete' of the Remparl al 1he Cuvier, Fo111ainebleau. 
All photos wi1h this article cour1esy of Pierre Allain. 

in a bivouac. 
The following year he climbed many 

of the classic routes in the Mont Blanc 
area - the Requin, the Charmoz, the 
Grepon, Mont Blanc and so on. Slowly 
he and his companions became aware of 
the possibilities open to them if they 
could use their free-climbing skill to 
break through the accepted limits. This 
was an exciting feeling; it made them feel 
good and it contained a strong element of 
competitiveness. That was nothing new. 
Climbers had long experienced the 
pleasure to be had in doing something that 
you thought you couldn't do. This feeling 
was often linked with the idea that you 
had done something that others could not 
do - acceptable as a reference point for 
standards. But it was new to find someone 
expressing such sentiments publicly, as 
Pierre Allain did; it had been generally 
accepted that competition in mountain
eering was neither suitable nor wise as a 
motive. It was for these reasons that 
Alpinism and Competition was a threat 
to mountaineering tradition: not just the 
provocative title, but the underlying 
insolent threat to the accepted aesthetic 
ideals first put forward by Ruskin. 

The rebellion had really started when 
Mummery announced: "I would go 
climbing even if there was no view." 
Pierre Allain's open competitiveness 
constituted a new stage in the argument 
between the "Contemplators" and the 
"Acrobats" - or, more simply, the 
walkers and the climbers. In the long 
run P A's ideas have contributed, ironically, 
to a reconcilation of the opposing views. 
The pure ethic of free climbing that he 

advocated - artifical aid reduced to the 
minimum - has been taken up by modern 
rock climbers. The free ascent is a way of 
harmonising the sport with the beautiful 
surroundings in which it is practised . It 
has become a subtle game where the 
climbers climb without cheating, and the 
people who see the beauty of the 
mountains can also appreciate the beauty 
of movement in high-standard free climb
ing. In advocating. this pure standard of. 
free climbing, PA was a founding father. 
Only once in his climbs did Allain use aid, 
on the Doigt de l'Etala on July 18, 1938, 
with Jean Leininger. 

But that wasn't his only contribution. 
He was and is an incorrigible inventor and 
never short of ideas. Who has never 
thought of using sucker pads to climb 
otherwise smooth slabs? Pierre Allain did 
more than just think about it , he actually 
tried out different types of suckers on 
Fointainebleau and on granite! Strange 
behaviour for the champion of free 
climbing? Not really. If you ask the man 
who pushed the limits of free climbing 
harder than most of his contemporaries 
why he did it, he 'll tell you with a mis
chievous grin : "I might have been lucky ." 
He had to try if for himself, though . 

The rock-climbing technique that he 
developed at Fointainebleau was scarcely 
ever found wanting. Confident in his 
ability, he turned his attention in 1933 to 
the "last problems" of the Mont Blanc 
area. To set the tone , he repeated the 
climb on the central point of the Aiguille 
des Deux Aigles first done four years 
earlier by R Greloz and J Grobet - but 
without the lassoing tricks used by them 
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Right: 'Acroba1ic ecce111rici1ies worthy ofa circus'; 
Pierre Allain at Cuvier, Sep1 1932 (lop} and at 1he 
Dame Jean, Aug. /933 (below). 

to get to the summit. The pitch, climbed 
on July 25, 1933, is still Grade Six. 

A few days later, again with Latour -
but without Jean-Claude Boudin, who 
had been killed on the Aiguille du Plan 
- he made another difficult and much
sought first ascent: the South West Ridge 
of the Aiguille du Fou. It had been 
explored by descent several times before. 
Bobi Arsandaux, R Gache, Robert and 
Jacques Jonquiere had been on it, as had 
J W Alexander, Alfred Couttet and A 
Cerico, and F Batier and A Ravanel had 
tried it as far back as 1930. In 1931 the 
route had been paid the honour of a 12 
page article in La Montagne (March/ 
April 1931 by Bobi Arsandaux). The 
success of Pierre Allain and his friends 
caus·ed quite a sensation in Alpine climb
ing circles. 

But PA had no intention of stopping 
there. It was at this time that he first 
thought about climbing the North Face 
of the Drus. Nothing outrageous, just a 
climb regarded as one of the Last Great 
Problems of the Alps which had already 
repulsed several strong parties . PA had to 
find a "sucker" brave enough to go with 
him. The attitude of the guides didn't 
help . Some of them let it be known that 
they thought the descent would be no 
problem - "You'll come down in a 
sack". Jean-Marie Pruvoist let himself be 
talked into it, but was immediately talked 
out of it by his friends and didn't turn up 
for the climb. Allain also asked Jean 
Vernet, but he too refused. The response 
was general: nobody liked the idea of 
two or three days on the North Face of 
the Drus. 
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Disappointed but not discouraged , 
Allain spent the winter making suitable 
bivouac gear: a duvet jacket, a big cagoule 
and a pied d'elephant in waterproof cloth 
("The cagoule was designed to cover both 
the wearer and his sack, and to protect 
them from rain and snow. The shape of 
the cagoule remains the same today, no 
matter what commercial name has been 
tagged on to it." PA). Not only did he 
think up the designs, he also made the 
gear himself. Then, realising that climbers 
were badly equipped and that there was 
no suitable gear available commercially, 
he began to make it " for my mates". 
Making things was not a new experience 
for him, and it became an important 
theme in his life. When he left school 
at the age of 15, he had worked as a 
turner in an engineering works. After 
his military service he worked as an 
electrician. He also had training in sew
ing, having helped his father to make 
table linen for hotels and restaurants. 
Together, these assorted skills were the 
ideal combination not to modernise 
climbing gear - because climbing gear 
was almost non-existent, - but to invent 
the accessories so farnilar to modem 
alpinists. 

The following summer, 1934, Pierre 
Allain trained at F ointainebleau again 
and set off for the Alps with a headful 
of schemes. This time he could count on 
his seconds : he had with him the 
Leininger brothers, Jean and Raymond. 
But the shocking weather of the summer 
of 1934 did not allow him to make a 
serious attempt on the North Face of the 
Drus. Eventually he and Jean Leininger 
set off south in search of the sun. On 
September 5, with Jean Charignon and 
Jean Vernet, . they climbed a fine, hard 
new route up the South-West Ridge of 
the Pie Sans Norn in the Oisans. On the 
12th, with Vernet, Allain climbed the 
first part of the South Face Direct on 
the Meije, finishing up the ordinary route . 
The climb remains one of the most highly 
recommended routes in the area. 

On his return to Paris, Pierre Allain 
committed himself irrevocably to climb
ing by opening a shop - in the Rue des 
Ciseaux until November 1937 and then 
the Rue Saint-Sulpice until 1963 - where 
he started to manufacture and sell his 
bivouac gear. 

He made sure that his business left 
him plenty of time to climb at 
Fointainebleau, so he began 1935 with a 
fitness matched to his ambitions. The 
North Face of the Drus, still unclimbed 
and ever visible from the valley, attracted 
him more than ever. The attraction 
turned to unrest one day when he learned 
that the guide Raymond Lambert was on 
the face with three other climbers. He 
and Raymond Leininger set off 
immediately for "his" North Face -
gaining some satisfaction from helping 
the Lambert party to retreat. 

The full story of the Dru climb is told 
by Allain in Alpinism and Competition . 
One look at the photograph of the two of 
them on the descent (August 1, 1935) 
tells the story, though: tired, happy and 
proud. It has been said that this ascent 
was a great victory for French climbing, 
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putting it up to the level of the Germans 
and the Italians; this is chauvinism. The 
success of Allain and Leininger was really 
the success of a new style of climbers, 
the Bleausard free rock-climbers, and a 
new concept .of Alpine climbing, Pierre 
Allain's concept. 

Fointainebleau climbing had certainly 
come of age with the climbing of the 
North Face of the Drus by two Parisian 
climbers. As for Pierre Allain , who had 
always regarded the problem as relatively 
simple, he was now convinced that his 
ideas on how to climb in the Alps were 
realistic . If you ignore the element of 
luck necessary for the success of any 
exploit such as this, the climbing of the 
North Face of the Drus was the triumph 
of a certain sort of ingenuity : ingenuity 
in the choice of the route, and also 
ingenuity in the style of free climbing. 
Looked at in this way the climb was not 
just a victory for French climbing, but a 
landmark in the progress of alpine climb
ing as a whole. 

Happy, but not yet satisfied, Allain 
and Leininger - who had already made 
the first ascent of the East Face of the 
Dent du Caiman on July 17 /18 as a 
training climb - returned to the Oisans to 
complete the South Face Direct on the 
Meije. This time they did it with the 
direct finish to the summit (August 21 , 
1935). 

Pierre Allain's brilliant climbing career 
continued in 1936 with a place on the 
French Himalayan Expedition. In 1937 
he made the first ascent of the East Ridge 
of the Crocodile (July 29/30 with the 
Leininger brothers) and the North East 

Ridge of the Grands Charmoz (July 30 , 
with Yves Feutren) and in 1938 the 
ascent of the Doigt de l'Etala without the 
rope tricks (July 18, withJean Leininger). 

At the beginning of the Second World 
War he was called up to serve with the 
army. Initially in Lorraine, he was posted 
to Paris in December 1939 to join an 
engineering workshop . After the fall of 
Paris he went to the Alps, where he stayed 
until the summer of 1944 and participated 
in the liberation of Chamonix (August 
1944). During the war he met such 
promising young alpine climbers as Lionel 
Terray, Louis Lachenal and Gaston 
Rebuffat, who became his friends . He did 
little climbing during the war years ; the 
only route worthy of note was the North 
West Ridge of the Aiguille d' Argentiere 
(July 10, 1941, with Paul Boniface and 
Jean-Marie Pruvost) . 

In the Autumn of 1944 Pierre Allain 
returned to Paris and to Fointainebleau, 
where he met old friends and made new 
ones who were to be his companions on 
climbs - people such as Rene Ferlet, Guy 
Poulet and, a little later, Jacques 
Poincenot. With Poulet he made the first 
traverse of the Aiguilles from the Plan to 
the Charmoz. (August 4/5, 1945) The 
following year, on the same dates, he 
made the third ascent of the Walker Spur 
with Poulet, Ferlet and Poincenot. To 
complete the list of his climbs there was 
the first ascent of the West Face of the 
Aiguille de Blaitiere (September 10, 194 7) 
with A Fix (the original route has been 
largely removed by a rock fall, but the 
Fissure Fix remains to attest to the high 
standard of free climbing) and the North 



West Ridge of the Grands Charmoz 
(August 28 , 1950, with Marcel Ichac). 

The list of his climbs would seem to 
indicate that he had a bias towards rock
climbing, for which he was better prepared 
and which he found less tedious than the 
step-cutting ice-climbing of his time . It 
should be remembered, though, that he 
was looking for difficult climbs, and most 
of the obvious difficult climbs at this 
time were the big rockfaces , so he had 
little reason to climb on ice . All the same, 
he did climb the North Face of the 
Courtes in three hours in 1938 , with 
Henri Brunot and Jean Leininger. 

He had no time at all for artificial 
climbing. This dislike was behind the 
famous comment he made on the West 
Face of the Drus : "On a face like this 
alpinism looses its rights : only scaling 
ladders or similar trickery will enable 
it to be climbed. That wouldn't be climb
ing in the Alps , just labouring in them ." 
(Alpinism and Competition.) 

Pierre Allain has recently explained 
that comment : "My remarks about the 
West Face of the Drus were based upon 
the view we got of it (from the North 
Face), where we saw only the parts where 
free climbing is out of the question . They 
are still unclimbable free; bolts are the 
only way. That was incompatible with 
the ethic of our time. It could be said 
that the apparent error of judgement was 
caused by our limited view of the face ." 

Reinforcing this explanation is the fact 
that he made a casual attempt on the 
West Face with Yves Feutren which never 
got beyond the Rognon. About that he 
said : "It was another classic mistake , 

definitely a mistake . We turned back 
without having a real look , because of 
some insignificant difficulty . It was 
probably best that we did turn back, 
because we were not ready for a major 
artificial climb." (Pierre Allain , May 30 , 
1977). 

Dr Courturier , a friend of Allain 's, 
put forward an explanation for his 
astonishing agility - that he had an extra 
muscle unknown to medical science! The 
truth of the matter is that Pierre Allain 
was both an ace rock-climber and an 
excellent mountaineer, and that these 
factors explain his outstanding climbing 
record. 

In 19 5 0 Henri de Segogne suggested to 
Pierre Allain that he became President of 
the Groupe de Haute Montagne. He 
refused , primarily because his shop took 
up too much time but also because of his 
dislike of what he called "official 
business" . 

Where is he now? 
He is still involved with climbing gear. 

In 1939 he made the first aluminium 
alloy karabiner. In 194 7 he marketed the 
first commercially available karabiners of 
this type (still made under sub-contract 
by Messrs Foy at Marolles-en-Hurepoix). 
In 1948 the famous PAs first appeared, 
with the inventor's initials the only mark 
on them. The smooth and supple soles 
were designed to suit the climbing at 
F oin tainebleau . 

In 1963 he left his Paris business and 
set up at Uriage near Grenoble. Since 
then he has personally supervised the 
production and marketing of his 
karabiners . PA himself also manufactures 

Left: PA with Jean and Raymond Leininger by the 
'Baton Wick ' on the Grand Charmoz, Aug 1937. 
Centre: PA leading the 'Passage du Z'. Grand Dms, 
Aug 1933. Right: PA and Raymond Leiningerat the 
Charpoua on the descent from the l st ascent of the 
Dms North Face, Aug /935. 

and markets caving ladders and other 
accessories. 

Today PA is 74 and still making 
30,000 karabiners a year on his own. The 
way he does it is characteristic of the 
exceptional talents of the man: he has 
designed and built a series of machine 
tools, marvels of ingenuity , to perform all 
the processes of manufacture and 
assembly. In order that this "factory" -
really the ground floor of his house in the 
country - functions uninterruptedly, he 
maintains a remorseless schedule of work. 

A tuft of hair that obstinately refuses 
to lie flat; the walk of a young man ; 
hands which tell the story of their life ; 
mischievous eyes looking unblinkingly 
at the world. That's PA today. He has 
changed; he no longer looks like a climb
ing animal in a black beret as he did in 
the old photos, and as his friends 
remember. But that's the outside; inside, 
there's still the real PA. 

SUMMARY 
Pierre Allain: an account of the life and climbs 
of the celebrated French climber and 
equipment designer. The article is an extract 
from the preface to a new edition of his book 
Alpinism and Competition , to be published 
shortly in French. The translation appears by 
kind permission of its author and the editor 
of La Montagne. 
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THECNOC 
AND 

THE MAIDEN 
By Paul Nunn 

WITH THE RESOLVE of a medieval 
pilgrim, you may reach the Cnoc. 
Sutherland remains too far, whatever one's 
relativities, when it takes near as long to 
get there as to Yosemite and costs nearly 
as much even if you don't crash on the 
single-tracks. Even the sober Scottish 
Mountaineering Club Journal laconically 
refers to whatever unnatural activites 
might occur in this region as if they were 
the merest eccentricities of the Far Far 
North, unrelated to the serious business 
of keeping the Sassenach hordes from the 
sacred portals of the CIC Hut. 

For very old climbers Fionaven and 
Arkle are best remembered from the 
names of famous race horses, long since 
rendered to the public as glue. The 
thousand-plus miles from central England 
are an initial irritant, squeezing past the 
Bank Holiday lemmings as they head for 
the sea. Surely the conquest of Sc on 
bone-dry Cloggy, or in the recesses of 
the East Buttress of Scafell, is preferable 
to exhaust fumes in the Tyne Tunnel and 
so many miles to go. 

A few hours later the A9 weariness 
combines with the attractions, real and 
imaginary, of Yo-Yo, The Gaint, or The 
Pin in dry weather, or at least a few beers 
with Big Ian in the 'Coe. Further on the 
oasis of Inverness nestling by the sea is 
little compensation, as it is superficially 
too like returning to England. The burning 
oil and rattles of a battered Ford motor 
combine with the peculiar burnings of 
the long distance driver's stomach to 
force a halt. 

It is the bright arrow of Loch Shin, 
projecting the single track road into the 
midnight sun, which marks the real 
beginning. The rural idiocies of arable and 
green grass fall behind, the trees falter, 
gnarl and stoop, and by Rhiconich gneiss 
moonscape conquers the narrow margins 
between quartz heights and the sea. It is 
another country, a land of unseasonal sun 
and sudden gusts, of drifting North 
Atlantic fogs, seeping grey and lulling 
stupefying sunsets, narrow fiords and 
twisting roads. 

Almost all the inhabitants live at sea 
level, while the interior is vast; it was 
always endless wastes, but became more 
so in the Sutherland clearances of 150 
years ago, as John Locke political 
economy and rationality combined to 
flush people from the inland glens to the 
sea's edge. From the black down-tilting 
syenite of Ben Loyal to Cape Wrath and 
Randa, a thin layer of habitations facing 
the ocean is nearly all that remains. Only 
the odd keeper, birdwatcher, fisherman 
or deerstalker trespasses inland. 

The Cnoc a' Mhadaidh is a mongrel 
cliff of quartz and gneiss, not far from 
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a point in the great bog of Strath Dionard 
where the quartz grabs the dominant role 
in the major cliff formations of Urbhard 
and Creag Dionard. It sprawls round a 
glaciated outliner of the Fionaven massif, 
dominating the lower strath - four miles 
from the road, across bog churned by the 
tracks of the Sno-Cats which carry well
heeled paying fishermen to the Loch 
seven miles in . They do not take their 
litter home. 

Thus with Creag Shomhairle, a popular 
cliff at the head of Loch Eriboll, the. 
Cnoc a' Mhadaidh is the last of the great 
gnieiss cliffs in the North-West, on the 
final far-flung spurs of Britain before the 
sea. The Scourian gneiss shores up the old 
red sandstones which still face the sea's 
onslaught, providing a rock landscape of 
low altitude and unrivalled splendour 
from Torridon and Carnmore, with Loch 
Maree as the apparent geological break. 
A John Gill could spend a lifetime by 
Maree side and in ten generations might 
reach the final rearings of red gneiss at 
Sheigra - "If I had a thousand homes 
and lived in each a while, I'd build them 
all along the coast from Sandwood down 
to Kyle." 

Four miles to the cliff seemed a relief 
in 1970 after the customary seven or 
eight to the 111ain Dionard crags. The 
springy fishermen's path allowed the 
steady placing of one foot before another 
to the three mile marker, a few yards 
short of the tiny hut inhabited in the 
summer months by the formidable and 
enigmatic ornithologist. There he stands 
guard over the rare greenshank, one of 
the treasures of Dionard, and has carried 
out that same loving chore for every 
summer in a decade and more. 

To reach the cliff is flat, across a bog 
which trembled for yards around on our 
wet first encounter. Below the crag a 
combination of deep heather and huge 
fallen boulders provides a final defence 
to its base. 

Superficially the cliff is not particularly 
attractive. A monster roof blocks out 
almost all sensible lines, except to the far 
east of the cliff and in a rather vegetated 
area of gullies to the west. With extreme 
optimism Dave Goodwin (Spud) and I 
plumped for a try up the middle, as a 
first groping exploration, climbing first 
up streaming slabs of fine rock for two 
or three pitches towards the left extremity 
of the great roof. Climbing such good 
rock in such wet conditions has its 
rewards, but eventually I stalled below a 
smooth overlap still more than 100ft 
below the roofs. A piton remains from 
the highpoint, where we left our rope in 
position in the hope of a resurgence of 
weather or bravery. 

On the next day Tom Patey appeared, 
and a large party of both sexes took to a 
lobster boat to attempt the first ascent of 
the Maiden stack in the fierce sea north 
of Whiten Head. Ferried by the veteran 
boatman of Durness, we crossed the 
three-mile channel at the mouth of the 
deep waters of Loch Eriboll. The stack 
was breaking the waves of the open sea 
and the boat heaved close in to the plinth 
at its base. The engine sputtered as the 
bows rose and fell in the swell, while the 
day had about it a relentless grey and raw 
cold unusual in June, ever threatening 
strong wind and a squall. 

Already as Tom uncoiled the rope and 
Clive Rowland, Spud and "Fred" Fuller 
established themselves on the plinth, 
small boats were running for shelter on 
the horizon. As Tom rushed the leader's 
position in his usual way, I perused the 
great quartz crumbling masses of Whiten 
Head - too far to walk, and perhaps not 
worth the effort. 

Tom swarmed up the greasy quartz, 
following a steep groove which was littered 
with sharp medium-sized holds of dubious 
stability, and traversed a horizontal shelf 

Above: Paul Nunn leading the sensational roof pitch of Wrath on the 1st ascent. All photos: P. Nunn. 

to belay. There followed a steep boldish 
wall with little protection which I led 
without thought, ever conscious of the 
strengthening wind on the small holds. 
From a fine little balcony the others 
came up below, while Tom smartly 
evaded the very steep final wall to reach 
a crumbling arete and the summit. 

In a very little time we all stood on 
top, and the boat with Steph Rowland, 
Di Cundy and the redoutable ferrymaster 
hid under the lee of the stack. Tom elected 
me to fix the abseil - "You're an expert 
on this engineering." The ropes spread 
near-horizontally in the wind as we cast 
the abseil line, and it was only after a 
little untangling and adjustment that its 
extremities were freed from numerous 
sharp flakes, which ensnared them despite 
the weight of surphls iron tied to the rope 
end. 

As engineer., I entrusted myself first to 
the abseil, which was free throughout 
most of the 150 ft or so to the plinth. 
One by one the others followed - with 
a sense of urgency as the waves grew 
ominously on the seaward side of the 
stack and rushed through the channel 

between the twin spires. The anxious 
boat party were already starting the 
manoeuvring within jumping distance of 
the plinth breaking the bows of the small 
craft. 

Last of all Tom set off and lowered 
himself into space. Only 20ft down he 
stopped in mid-air, tugging at the old wire 
figure-of-eight. After a moment of tussle 
in an attempt to free his woollen jumper 
from the device, he fell clear from the 
rope, near a hundred feet to the pavement 
of the plinth. Though massively injured, 
he lay on his back still and unbreathing, 
with little sign of the cruel damage of the 
hard rock. We ran from our retreats on 
the plinth, where we had stood to avoid 
the possibility of falling rock. Within very 
few minutes of trying to find a sign of 
life, we were forced to conclude that he 
was dead. 

There were hard decisions to make as 
the waves grew from the west in an ever 
strengthening wind and a steelier greyness 
howled in from the west. The body was 
lashed high on the plinth; the boat 
steered perilously close as we jumped one 
by one into the heaving bows. An over-

loaded boat turned its nose into the 
north-westerly as we headed out in an arc 
towards the tiny bay west of Loch Eriboll. 

Whether truly serious or not, that 
journey frightened a crew of landlubbers 
into wet shivering numbness. With 
impassive features, ou~ great old pilot 
urged Spud on in his efforts to pump out 
the water, which slopped into the boat as 
we mounted each high wave. The water 
threatened to silence the motor, and on 
occasion made impossible the steering 
needed to prevent us meeting the cold 
walls of water almost broadside-on. After 
hours of calculating one's swimming 
ability in cold spring sea against the long 
distance to land, we stuttered into the 
tiny hidden bay, weary from the lashing 
wet and stress. 

There were still duties to perform, the 
police and Tom's family to inform. But 
most of all there remained a climbers' 
problem, our problem: Fred, Clive and _I 
resolved that we must wait to return 1f 
possible and rescue the body. In a few 
hours, as the grey evil day ground on, a 
team of strong policemen arrived with the 
inspector from Dingwall, and we took 
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Above: the stacks of the Maiden, Whiten Head. Above right: Tom Patey on the ~ 
Maiden. Right: (left to right) Brian Fuller, Dave Goodwin, Clive Rowland and Tqm '"'ii·i 
Patey at the foot of the stack. 

ship for the Maiden in a powerful little 
fishing vessel. 

The sea was rougher than ever, and the 
ship ploughed through the waves which 
had so dwarfed the lobster boat. In less 
than an hour the Maiden Stacks were at 
hand. Once again, with many helping 
hands and adroit tuning of the engine, 
we jumped on to the plinth, fearful of a 
fall between the bucking boat and the 
wall of barnacled rock. We wrapped Tom 
in a sea rescue corset, and it required all 
our strength and that of five or six 
brawny police to get him on the boat. 
Once we were aboard again, it crashed 
back across Eriboll at a high rate of 
knots, drowning those unfortunates who 
could not cram into the tiny wheelhouse. 
It was a bad business, and the fishermen 
wanted it over. When asketl over his dram 
why he had so doused his passengers, the 
skipper could only utter into the night: 
"I dinna like policemen and revenue men." 

From a climbing point of view it was 
the end of an era. Tom had exercised an 
unchallenged hegemony over the North
West, and his going left a void in his fief 
which could never be so adroitly filled. 

In the grey aftermath, our retrieval 
of gear from the Cnoc 's streaming wall 
took only a few hours. There seemed 
every reason to leave the whole vale of 
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tears to the legendary beast of Wrath, the 
dragging and dreadful Clo Sang. 

* * * 
It was not to be! Within a year the 

Sheffield tribes were again huddling in 
their encampment by the sea at Sheigra. 
The early sweet success of 1969 still 
overcame the superstition and the risks 
of a grim deja vu. In that year a great 
spurt of good climbs of about VS or 
harder had been found in the main 
Dionard crags, and the wealth of possibil
ities remaining forced a return there. 
Meanwhile, Bob Toogood and I aimed at 
the Cnoc. 

It was dry, and the slabs to the roof 
were climbed direct up an obvious and 
straightforward line; rough red rock and 
fine small holds. Then came the problem, 
for above loomed a 60ft roof crack which 
we judged climbable only with the aid of 
bongs. For me, I wanted a cunning, 
classical, relatively free route, and the left 
corner of the roof offered more of a 
possibility than was apparent from 
below, for a great flake squeezed into 
the roof and formed a high-angle crack 
for about 40 or 50 feet. With some 

. jiggery pokery it was climbed, while 
the slabs below were showered with 
loose flakes and the tenuous vegetation 

which so often fills vital cracks on igneous 
cliffs. 

At last, after what was probably a very 
long time, I grasped a big handhold, 
pulled up and found myself perched atop 
a 1 Oft jet-black block on the edge of 
an equally black wet-streaked slab, which 
disappeared in to space below. After 
belaying to it, I realised that the block 
was totally detached except for a base 
on a high slab angle. Fortunately Bob 
Toogood is very cool and a very light , 
and when he arrived we fixed a piton 
in the bedrock under the roof before 
the next stage. 

Above, the roofs continued to prevent 
us aiming direct for the top and the 
Garbet Hotel, and Bob traversed the 
black slab before groping and bridging 
into a vast nest whose owner, perhaps 
fortunately, declined to put on an 
appearance. Above this belay one short 
swing up an overhanging led to another 
overhung slab. Still escape direct looked 
remote, while retreat looked increasingly 
complex . 

Bob launched out on a long slippery 
slab traverse, got well committed and 
thus climbed excellently. Eventually he 
peered round a little steep rib and the 
grim set of his face cracked into a grin 
- it was a rerun of The Dialectic on 



Dionard in 1969, and after hours on the 
crags and some qualms we were in the 
clear. It somehow was reminiscent of 
gripping times on German and Austrian 
walls in the 1960s, so "Quergang" seemed 
appropriate. That year no one else came 
that way, nor probably in the next. 

Two years later Martin Boysen and I 
climbed together a few times - which we 
had not done, except in winter ramblings, 
for a decade or more. Fresh from the 
idyll of Dionard, we struck at the Cnoc 
for a last climb on the way out. 

Holding up the left centre of the crag 
is a huge pillar beginning out of the slabs 
and doing something, one hopes, to 
support the massive roof superstructure. 
Again the June weather was good, the 
midges had been quiescent, and after a 
leisurely amble down the valley and a 
long engagement in conversation with 
the birdman we idled at the crag base 
in the sun, taking a gaze down the raw 
glaciated expanses of the lower valley. 
Once Bob Downes, O'Hara, Fraser and 
other less well-known names had their 
Carnmore. Now, in 1973, we had ours. 

The pillar looked formidable - but 
leading through, it all went so smoothly 
as to be hardly worth a knee tremble. 
Magnificent climbing, alternating slabs 
and steepness with bogglingly good 

Above: Bob Too good on the 1st ascent of'Queergang', Cnoc a'Mhadaidh. Above left 
Cnoca'Mhadaidh; 1,500ft high. The climbs are between the deep gash gully on thele:i 
and the right edge of the lower slab. The starts are marked and the grades. Left: Bo 
Toogood leading the lower slabs of Fisheye on the 1st ascent. 

and convenient holds. In only an hour 
or so, after a particularly fine pitch 
perched on the edge of the pillar, we 
emerged at the end of the slabby 

gropings of Quergang. Pilastre was its 
complete antithesis: direct in line without 
the slightest deviousness; Very Severe 
or a little more; totally uncomplicated 
and brilliant rock needing only the 
minimum of cleaning; free from its 
inception. 

Again two years elapsed before Bob 
Dearman and Phil Burke took the 60ft 
Great Roof direct with the aid of bongs, 
then followed a couple of fine pitches 
to the top at Very Severe. This is a 
formidable and serious undertaking, and 
might require a few Friendsifit eventually 
goes free . Bob then attacked the right 
centre of the roof in 1976, and with some 
aid climbed a great red groove-overhang 
leading to another fine exit. Some would 
say that with Denny Moorhouse - king 
of Clog - as his second, Dearman could 
hardly fail! Meanwhile, pleasant but less 
spectacular routes were done on the left
hand slabs of the crag, in 1975 by Tim 
Lewis and Bob Toogood and in the 
following year by Brian Griffiths, Bob 
and myself. 

Thus the cliff is beginning in its 
development to belie its initial appearance 

of near-total impregnability, though a 
good proportion of the climbs done 
require a degree of sophistication in 
climbing ability, combined with readiness 
to effect self-rescue should you fall into 
space. No routes have been repeated -
while remarkably, with the cliff 
approaching its tenth anniversary as a 
climbing ground, it allowed us this June 
to slip through the right centre of the 
Great Roof with minimal aid, on a route 
not unlike Armageddon on the East 
Buttress of Scafell (Wrath, 700ft, HVS; 
C Boulton, T Lewis and P Nunn; one aid 
piton left in place). 

That our ascent was orchestrally 
accompanied by thunder and torrential 
rain after weeks of drought should come 
as no surprise, and one can only thank 
one's lucky stars for "green caterpillars" 
and modern front-pointing techniques, 
by which we made our escape. Too recent 
for full digestion, it still had all that epic 
quality which renders the journey to this 
land of extremes worthwhile. A 

SUMMARY 

Foinaven, Northern Highlands. A personal 
memoir of 10 years' exploration on the remote 
crags of Cnoc a' Mhadaidh and Creag Dionard 
- and of the death of the great Scottish climber 
Tom Patey on a Sutherland sea-stack. 
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by G. 0. andNormanDyhrenfurth 

THE SURVEY OF INDIA symbol for 
Manaslu was Peak XXX, but the 1933 
account by S G Burrard and H H Hayden, 
A Sketch of the Geography and Geology 
of the Himalaya Mountains and Tibet 
lists it as "Kutang I" from the district of 
Kutang in which it rises. The correct 
name of this splendid mountain would, 
however, appear to be Manaslu, the 
name being_ obviously of Indian origin 
- manasa in Sanskrit meaning "soul". 
Kutang, on the other hand, is Tibetan, 
tang or thang meaning "a flat place". 

Marcel Kurz suggested the name 
"Gurkha Himal" for the whole group 
between the upper course of the Buri 
Gandaki and the Marsyandi, seeing that 
the town of Gurkha stands on a hill 
overlooking the confluence of the two 
rivers. Himalchuli (25,895 ft), which 
stands well in front to the south-east, 
is far more impressive when viewed from 
the Kathmandu Valley. But Manaslu, the 
true monarch of the region (according to 
the latest measurements 8,156m = 26,760 
ft) , had never ever been photographed 
until 1950, when H W Tilman brought 
back valuable pictures of the eastern and 
northern approaches. 

In 1952 the Japanese Alpine Club, 
with the backing of the leading Japanese 
daily Mainichi, sent out an expedition 
under K Imanishi to reconnoitre in detail 
the little-known Gurkha Himal. They 
started by looking at the western side 
from the Annapurna group, then from 
Thonje they examined the forbidding
looking South-West Wall, next from 
Bimtakothi the equally uninviting North
West Face; after that they crossed Larkya 
Bhanjyang, a pass of 17,100 ft, to the 
upper course of the Buri Gandaki and 
explored the north east side (Larkya 
Glacier) and the eastern approaches 
(Manaslu Glacier). In conclusion of their 
"clockwise" circuit, they determined 
that the East Ridge and South Face were 
out of the question. Firmly convinced 
that the logical route led from the village 
of Sama across the Naike Col (18,370 ft) 
to the North Col (23,300 ft) and from 
there to the summit plateau, they were 
hopeful of climbing the peak the follow
ing year. 

The 1953 expedition was quite large. 
Led by Yukio Mita, it consisted of 15 
Japanese members, a geographer, a 
botanist, two Nepalese liaison officers 
and 15 Sherpas under Gyaltsen II 
("Mikchen") as Sirdar, with Ang Tsering 
III ("Pansy") as cook. The expedition 
moved off from Kathmandu in two 
parties on March 26 and 27, with about 
280 porters, and reached the village of 
Sama by way of the Buri Gandaki Valley. 
Their Base Camp of the previous autumn, 
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at a mere 12,650 ft, was established on 
April 12, an hour beyond Sama and close 
to the Manaslu Glacier. After a short 
period of acclimatisation, four camps were 
pitched, the highest at 18,375 ft on the 
Naike Col between the Larkya and 
Manaslu Glaciers. This then became 
Advance Base and was built up accordingly 
even to the extent of running a telephone 
line up to it. This, and the safeguarding of 
the route, took up much time and effort. 

On May 3 they tackled the Great 
Icefall, establishing Camps 5, 6 and 7, 
up to 21,650 ft below the North Col. 
It took until the middle of May before 
Camp 8 (23,300 ft) was pitched there. 
The first attempt to reach the summit 
plateau was stymied at about 24,300 ft 
owing to bad weather and great masses 
of new snow. Withdrawing to the Naike 
Col, they spent six days recuperating 
and replenishing their supplies. The 
second assault began on the 26th, and on 
the 30th they had pitched the tents of 
Camp 9 (24,600 ft) at the rim of the 
plateau. 

June 1 was a perfect day, with no 
wind. At 7.00 am K Kato, J. Yamada and 
J Ishizaka set off, and after five hours 
of climbing they attained an altitude of 
25,425 ft. "At that point they could see 
the summit clearly, although it still lay 
some distance· away; it seemed to be 
accessible without any excessive effort or 
technical difficulty." All the same, they 
turned back "with heavy hearts" - for 
what reason was never fully explained. 
In The Mountain World 1954, p 70, 
Professor M Takagi himself writes: "It 
was our total lack of experience which let 
us down just below the top." 

The very fact that there were far too 
many, too closely-sited camps from 
Base to Camp 9 there was, on average , 
one every 1,300 ft! - speaks for an excess 
of organisation and caution. Although it 
was felt by some that the total absence of 
oxygen equipment contributed heavily to 
the ultimate failure, the experience of the 
French on Annapurna and others of the 
Himalayan "Golden Decade" (1950-1960) 
proves beyond a shadow of a doubt that 
the so-called "small" 8,000 metre peaks 
(from Dhaulagiri down to Gasherbrum II) 
can indeed be scaled without supplement
ary oxygen. 

In recent years the summits of Makalu 
and Lhotse have been reached by some 
members of the assault teams without 
carrying such apparatus, and the success
ful ascent of Mount Everest by represent
atives of the People's Republic of China 
is said to have been accomplished without 
the benefit of conventional types of 
oxygen sets. Reinhold Messner and 
Peter Habeler's success without oxygen 

on Everest in the spring of 1978 was a 
very fine accomplishment indeed, but 
hardly a "first"! 

Another Japanese attempt was made 
in 19 54. Y Hotta was the new leader of 
a team of 14 which moved out in early 
March. With 22 Sherpas and 450 porters, 
who carried 14 tons of food and 
equipment, they reached the upper Buri 
Gandaki Valley, where they ran into 
serious difficulties in the shape ofuprisings 
and demonstrations by the local devout 
Buddhists. They accused the Japanese of 
having affronted the Gods of the Sacred 
Mountain. As revenge the irate Deites had 
chosen to discharge a huge avalanche 
which had destroyed the old monastery 
of Sama, thereby killing three Lamas. 
Heavy drought and epidemic had brought 
great sufferings upon the people of the 
entire valley. 

Despite offical authorization from the 
Government in Kathmandu and lengthy, 
patient negotiations with the village 
elders, the expedition was unable to 
proceed. Armed with stones, kukris 
(Gurkha knives) and whatever else came 
in handy, the villagers threatened the 
expedition with open battle. There was 
nothing to be done but to abandon all 
hopes for Manaslu and take a close look 
at neighbouring Ganesh Himal. Here too 
the Japanese were unsuccessful; 1954 
turned out to be a disappointing year 
for them. 

The next attempt had to be politically 
and psychologocally well prepared. To 
this end, two members of the Japanese 
Himalayan Committee travelled to 
Kathmandu in the spring of 1955. After 
lengthy negotiations they were successful 
in obtaining permission from the Nepal 
Government, for further expeditions to 
Manaslu after the monsoon of the same 
year and in the fall of 1956. Apparently 
there were important talks by Government 
representatives with the villagers of Sama, 
for when three men of the Japanese 
advanced guard arrived there in the fall 
of 1955, they were permitted to proceed 
and to reconnoitre the route from the 
Manaslu Glacier to the plateau. The local 
people went so far as to declare them
selves willing and ready to receive the 
main team in friendship in the spring of 
1956. The road to Manaslu was clear at 
last. 

Leadership of the next onslaught was 
entrusted to the highly experienced Yuko 
Maki, well-known for his first ascent of 
the Eiger's Mittellegi Ridge in 1921 with 
the Grindelwald mountain guides Fritz 
Steuri, Fritz Amatter and Samuel 
Brawand. Although 62 by now ,he enjoyed 
considerable authority as Grand Old Man 



Left: Manaslufrom the Northwest. Photo: H. W. Tilman. Right: Gyaltsen Norbu on the summit, 1st ascent. Photo: T. lmanishi. 

of Japanese mountaineering and former 
president of its Alpine Club. He was given 
a strong team: 12 of the best Japanese 
climbers, 20 Sherpas under Sirdar Gyaltsen 
Norbu and Pasang Phutar I in charge of 
the local porters. 

Following the route of their pre
decessors, they reached Sama on March 
26. Some difficulties arose in spite of 
the previous promises, but thanks to the 
intervention of the Kathmandu 
Government's representatives, everything 
was settled amicably. The route from 
here was to be the same as in 1953, but 
Yuko Maki intended to lengthen the 
daily distances to be covered, reduce the 
number of camps and streamline the 
logistical planning. A proper period to 
acclimatise and to get used to the new 
oxygen apparatus was an important 
part of the programme. 

Camp 1 (16,570 ft) was placed on the 
lower Manaslu Glacier near its snout , and 
Camp 2 on the Naike Col at 18,370 ft ; 
Camp 3 stood at 20,340 ft, and Camp 4 
at 21,900 ft beyond the Great Icefall, 
close to the location of Camp 7 in 1953 . 
From there - avoiding the North Col 
altogether - they headed due south 
and established Camp 5 (23,620 ft) below 
the rocky 1,000 ft barrier, where a "snow 
apron" provides direct access to the 
plateau above. The red assault tent of 
Camp 6 (25,600 ft) was occupied by 
T Imanishi and Sirdar Gyaltsen Norbu 
on May 8. The available sleeping oxygen 
- only half a litre per minute for each 
man - once again proved its worth as 
soporific and alarm-clock. They woke up 
the moment the pressure gauge reached 
zero. 

The weather on May 9 was perfectly 
calm and clear. They left camp at 8 .00 am, 
each man with three oxygen cylinders on 
a packframe and a rucksack on top. This 
came to more than 40 pounds apiece, but 
thanks to an oxygen-flow of two litres 
per minute they were able to manage . 
The moderately-angled slope of the 
plateau led to the base of the summit 
pyramid. A rock rib took them to the 
corniced ridge , where some step-cutting 
was required. 

Just when they thought to have 
reached their goal, a deep notch - which 

could only be gained through a snow-gully was to be gained. 
on the Marsyandi side - stood between A 12 man expedition, led by Akira 
them and the highest point. With a belay Takahashi, returned early in 1971. 
from Gyaltsen, Imanishi moved down Advancing along the Darnen Khola, 
into the couloir, drove in a piton and a tributary of the Dudh Khola, a new 
proceeded to scramble up the rocky tooth Base Camp (11,500 ft) was established 
of the main summit. It was 12 .30 pm when on March 15 . Camp 1 was pitched on a 
he stood on its lofty pinnacle . Gyaltsen plateau at 14,750 ft , on top of a badly 
took a picture before joining his team- crevassed ice fall. Earlier hopes of scaling 
mate. The hard-fought battle for Manaslu the WNW Ridge proved false, after three 
had been won at last. reconnaissance parties had been unable to 

K Kato and M Higeta repeated the find a reasonably safe line . On March 24 a 
climb on May 11, thereby putting the long but good route was found which 
final touches on a splendidly successful runs directly beneath the North Peak. A 
venture on one of the mightiest mountains traversing terrace ran through the centre 
of the world. A just reward for the of the North-West Face , leading to the 
tenacious, systematic endeavours of the middle step of the WNW Ridge , Camp 2 
Japanese Alpine Club! (Advance Base, 18 ,000 ft) was placed on 

The Nederlandse Himalya-Expedition a broad, basin-like snowfield. Thanks to 
1964 under Jan Boon selected the many step-like crevasses directly above, 
Himlung Himal (23 ,380 ft) as its object- the site was perfectly safe . 
ive, close to the Tibetan border of Central That year's weather was some of the 
Nepal. When excessive avalanche danger worst in Nepal's recorded history -
kept the team of five - which included experienced by a number of expeditions , 
the Austrian mountain-guide and including the international attempt on 
photographer Hubert Schriebl - from the South-West Face of Everest. The 
advancing beyond 17,550 ft , it was Japanese experienced almost constant 
decided to abandon the attempt and cross snowfalls of as much as three feet in a 
Larkya La towards Sama. The small day. Over 8 ,000 ft of frxed ropes protect
expedition focused its attention on the ed them on the huge north-western wall , 
North Peak of Manaslu (23 ,130 ft). which averages 45 degrees, but when 

Moving up along the Manaslu Glacier, frequent block avalanches twisted snow 
Camp 1 was at 17,000 ft, Camp 2 at pickets and cut up to 1,000 feet of rope 
18,370 ft, and Camp 3 in the ice fall at to ribbons , the men were hard put to 
19,700 ft. Considerable difficulties were keep the route open . On April 8 at last 
encountered there, and at one point four they placed Camp 3 (21,325 ft) on the 
hours were spent on a 100-foot vertical middle step of the WNW Ridge. 
ice barrier at about 20,700 ft. Camp 4 Kasa-iwa ( "umbrella rock" in Japanese) 
was located just beyond the pitch. From proved to be the most difficult section of 
the North Col the narrow ridge led to the the entire climb : A vertical , in parts over
summit, reached by five men - including hanging 800-foot step in the ridge at 
the Sherpas Nima Tenzing and Ila Tsering about 23,000 ft, estimated at V+, VI and 
- on October 25, 1964. A2 in some pitches, required several weeks 

The Main Peak of Manaslu remained in of extremely hard work. It took until 
splendid isolation for a number of years . May 6 to pitch Camp 4 (23,300 ft) on a 
In the autumn of 1970 the Japanese lofty, windswept cornice above Kasa-iwa . 
Alpine Club sent a two-man reconnaissance Getting loads up Kasa-iwa was done 
party to the west side of the peak. H W co-operatively by climbers and Sherpas 
Tilman and the JAC party of 1952 had from Camps 3 and 4 . While the lower 
considered any attempt on that front to carries were made from 3 to a dump at 
be utterly unthinkable. The 1970 team the base of Kasa-iwa , four Sherpas at 4 
was to find a way to a future Base Camp descended to the top of the rock barrier. 
and Advance Base; in addition, the An aerial tramway was rigged, making it 
latest information about the village of possible to haul up some 2,000 pounds! 
Sama and the attitude of its inhabitants Meanwhile probing teams from Camp 
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4 were searching for a route on the 
ridge, but its crest consisted of an 
impossible series of overhanging rock 
steps. Having lost precious days in sur
mounting Kasa-iwa, the men realized that 
the ridge route would require many more 
days of rope-fixing. They rappelled 
some 350 feet down on to a hanging 
glacier on the south-west side. Following 
a line in part below the bergschrund on 
the steep glacier ice, at other times on 
the wall or ribs of the ridge above, they 
used a fair number of screws and stirrups. 
Six days of hard work got them to the 
top of the hanging glacier, where Camp 
5 (24,150 ft) was erected on May 16. 
From there to the summit remained 
a mile and a half horizontally and 2,600 
ft vertically. It would have been advisable 
to pitch a final assault camp, but they 
had just about run out of everything, 
including time. 

At 5 .00 am on May 17 Kazuharu 
Kohara and Motoyoshi Tanaka set out 
from Camp 5 across the vast sloping 
summit plateau. At times they sank in 
up to their knees. With their oxygen all 
but gone, the two men stood on Manaslu's 
highest point at 12 .15 pm. Just below 
they found an ice piton, driven in by 
Toshio Imanishi when he and Gyalzen 
Norbu had climbed the mountain 15 
years before. The new summit team took 
it back to Tokyo and presented it to Yuko 
Maki, leader of the 1956 expedition. 

The next year, 1972, saw another 
South Korean team on the original route, 
again under the leadership of Ho Sup Kim. 
During the night of April 10-11, a huge 
avalanche swept the fully occupied Camp 
3 (21,300 ft). Four Koreans - including 
the leader - one Japanese and 10 Sherpas 
were killed. At the camp only Ye Sup 
Kim, another brother of the leader, and 
two Sherpas survived: they were carried 
down some 2,500 ft but remained on the 
surface. While they were trying to recover 
from the shock, another avalanche carried 
them a further 1,000 ft down, but they 
were able to dig themselves out. Only 
seven team members had not spent the 
night at the unfortunate campsite. A 
height of 22,800 ft had been reached 
earlier, and now a total of 15 men had 
perished. It was the greatest mountain
eering tragedy in Nepal to this day, 
paralleling the Nanga Parbat disaster of 
1937 when an avalanche wiped out 16 
lives at Camp 4. 

Almost simultaneously another drama 
was in the making on the southern and 
western flanks of Manaslu. The nine men 
members of the Tyrolean Himalayan 
Expedition were Wolfgang Nairz as 
leader, Reinhold Messner (from the 
Southern Tyrol, i.e. Italy), Horst 
Fankhauser, Hans Hofer, Hansjorg 
Hochfilzer, Franz Jager, Josl Knoll, Andi 
Schlick and Dr Oswald Oelz as physician. 
Base Camp (14,100 ft) was set up on the 
Thulagi Glacier on March 29. During the 
next ten days Pfeiler-Lager (Buttress 
Camp) at 15,400 ft and Camp 1 (17,400 
ft) were established. 

The next problem was a 2,000 ft rock 
buttress which offers the only access to 
the mountain's upper reaches. With much 
fixed rope and wire ladders they were 
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able to prepare the route for their 
Sherpas. With supplies moving up 
smoothly at last, the lead-climbers 
reconnoitred the "Ice Labyrinth" above 
which led to Camp 2, in the so-called 
Schmetterlingstal (Valley of Butterflies) 
at 19,200 ft. Persistently bad weather 
slowed down progress. 

By April 20 Camp 3 (21,650 ft) stood 
on the south-west shoulder. The ice ramp 
between there and Camp 4 (24,275 ft) on 
the edge of the summit plateau was 
extremely difficult. 

Messner and Jager left their tent on 
the morning of April 25. They moved up 
the fairly easy summit plateau in what 
seemed to be perfect weather, while the 
support party of Fankhauser and Schlick 
occupied Camp 4. From there to the 
summit was about a mile and a half, with 
a rise of 2,500 ft. By 10.00 am Jager 
began to tire. Not wishing to slow down 
Messner, and anxious to avoid a possible 
bivouac, he suggested that he should 
return to Camp 4. Messner agreed and 
continued the climb at a faster pace, 
still without using oxygen. Two steep 
snow pitches, then the final rock ridge to 
the highest point by 2.00 pm - a remark
able performance. 

Faced with rapidly deteriorating 
weather, he wasted no time there and 
headed down. Soon the mountain was 
enveloped in a howling blizzard. Staggering 
under the storm's onslaught, with zero 
vision, Messner fought a desperate battle 
for survival, trying to maintain his sense 
of direction on that huge summit plateau. 
After many hours of near-hopeless effort, 
he managed to reach the shelter of Camp 
4 just as darkness fell. Jager had not 
returned! 

This highly experienced, professional 
mountain guide from St Johann in the 
Tyrol had begun his descent early in the 
day, with good weather on a technically 
easy route. His disappearance will remain 
an unsolved mystery. Could he have 
fallen into a hidden crevasse? Fankhauser 
and Schlick set off into the raging storm 
to look for their friend, but they could 
find no trace of him. After hours of 
search, they were forced to dig a snow 
cave to save their own lives. During the 
night Schlick headed out once more, 
never to be seen again. Despite sound and 
sight signals, he was unable to find his 
way back to shelter. Only Fankhauser 
and Messner survived that horrible night, 
though not without suffering frostbite. 

On April 26, after many more hours 
of desperate search, Messner and 
Fankhauser were forced to abandon all 
hope. They finally beat a retreat down 
the ice slope, now covered by four feet 
of fresh snow. At Camp 3 they were 
joined by Josl Knoll. Together they 
continued down to Camp 2, where Dr Oelz 
began treatment with arterial infusions. 

Bad weather continued, and the 
obvious avalanche danger precluded any 
further search. The expedition was 
terminated. A summit success, but at a 
heavy price! 

The Spring of 1973 was reserved for 
the Schwabische (Swabian) Himalaya
Expedition under the leadership of Dr 
Gerhard Schmatz, with the "normal" 

route as its objective. The German 
members were Dr Volkert Gazert 
(physician), Siegfried Hupfauer, Gunter 
Kampfe, Hannelore Schmatz (the leader's 
wife) and Manfred Sturm. From Zermatt, 
Switzerland, came the mountain guide 
Rene Arnold, and from Austria mountain 
and ski guide Sebastian Worgotter. Sirdar 
was the famous Urkien. The trek to Sama 
required 12 days; this time the monks 
were well-disposed towards the foreigners, 
possibly because some required medical 
aid, which was gladly provided. When 
a further contribution was made in cash, 
the holy men were moved to extend their 
whole-hearted blessings to the entire 
venture. 

Base Camp (12,800 ft) was occupied 
on March 20, Camp 1 (16,000 ft) three 
days later. Using skis for the climb, three 
men moved up to Camp 2 (18,375 ft) 
on the Naike Col, the Advance Base. Ever 
mindful of the mountain's bad reputation, 
the team spent the next few days 
observing the Great Ice Fall above, where 
five South Koreans, one Japanese and 10 
Sherpas had perished in 1971 and 1972. 
After some discussions a decision was 
made in favour of a route further south, 
though they ran into considerable 
difficulties with huge crevasses. A supply 
dump was needed before Camp 3 (20,800 
ft) could be established. 

Sudden weather changes and a case of 
pulmonary oedema (Arnold) slowed them 
down. The North Col, site of Camp 4 
(22,640 ft), was occupied on April 4. 
Pinned down by frequent snowstorms, 
the men had to wait until April 22 before 
a summit assault could be started from 
Camp 5 (24,770 ft). Gerhard Schmatz, 
Hupfauer and Urkien did not leave until 
9.00 am, rather late for the task ahead. 
Soon it was discovered that of the three 
oxygen sets only one, Urkien's, functioned 
properly - the valves of the others froze 
up time and again. Painfully short of 
breath, the two Germans rid themselves 
of their faulty sets and their rucksacks 
and continued the climb. After some 
time they looked back: " ..... we saw our 
rucksacks as tiny dots, and a few hundred 
metres to the east a much larger red 
object. We assumed it to be either one or 
perhaps both members of the Austrian 
Manaslu Expedition of 1972, who lost 
their way across the storm-swept plateau 
and froze to death. Neither on the way 
down nor the following day do we do 
anything to verify our assumption. 
We have all we can handle just to take 
care of ourselves and to survive." 

Towards 2.00 pm the base of the 
rocky summit pyramid was reached. 
The weather was so bad by then that 
Urkien was ready to turn back, but in 
the end he relented and stuck it out. 
"Another hour went by before we 
reached the top. We are standing on the 
highest summit ever attained by German 
mountaineers so far. Quickly we take a 
few photographs, pick up some rock 
samples and depart from this inhospitable 
spot." 

A few feet down their ice-axes began to 
hum: a high-altitude electric storm, with 
flashes of ligthning and crashing thunder. 
They beat a hasty retreat head ovex heel. 



Having escaped the thunderstorm, they 
faced a grim battle against huge snow
drifts. Three hours later the utterly worn
out summit team crawled into the tiny 
shelter of Camp 5. It had been a close 
call, a desperate struggle for survival. 

The post-monsoon period of 1973 saw 
a 12 man Spanish expedition under Jaime 
Garcia Orts on the "classic" route. It was 
fortunate indeed that Camp 2 was 
unoccupied between October 10 and 13 
when voilent snowstorms battered the 
tents and avalanches swept over the 
campsite repeatedly. Thoroughly 
discouraged, the Spaniards decided to 
throw in the towel. 

The 1974 Japanese Women's Manaslu 
Expedition had Kyoko Sato as 
"commander", Tsune Kuroishi as leader 
and Naoko Nakaseko as deputy leader. 
Nine other women completed the team, 
supported by a fair number of Sherpas 
under Ila Tsering, who had distinguished 
himself by carrying heavy loads very high 
on both South Col and West Ridge routes 
during the American Mount Everest 
Expedition of 1963. The project had 
evolved three years earlier, its avowed 
aims to make the first ascent of an 
8,000 metre peak by women and to place 
all members of the climbing team on the 
summit. 

When permission had been received 
to attempt Manaslu's East Ridge in 1973, 
it was decided to send out a.reconnaissance 
party in April of that year. Based on 
somewhat inconclusive results of that 
recce, the 1974 group started from 
Trisuli on February 14 and reached Sama 
on the 24th. A new Base Camp was 
established at 14,500 ft on March 3, 
Camp 1 (17,000 ft) on March 10 and 
Camp 2 (19,700 ft) on the East Ridge on 
March 26. Bad weather and difficult 
terrain slowed down further progress to 
such an extent that the next 400 ft took 
five days to prepare. 

March 31 being the cut-off date 
previously agreed upon, it was decided to 
abandon the East Ridge route in favour 
of the conventional line of the first ascent. 
A new (old) Base Camp was erected on 
April 5. From here on everything progress
ed according to plan. Camp 5 (25,100 ft) 
was pitched on May 3 by Masko Uchida, 
Mieko Mori, Naoko Nakaseko and the 

Sherpa Jangbu, supported by five 
additional Sherpas. The summit was 
reached on May 4 at 5 .30 pm, and the 
shelter of Camp 5 by 10 .00 pm that night. 
An outstanding performance, the more 
so when one realizes that two of the 
three ladies - in addition to Jangbu -
did not use their oxygen sets for about 
four hours, from where they deposited 
their rucksacks to the summit and back. 

The next day they went down to 
Camp 4, in the teeth of a heavy gale. 
They passed Teiko Suzuki, Tomako 
Ito and two Sherpas who were to make 
a second summit bid. The weather got 
worse: by 1.00 pm it began to snow. 
Only Suzuki was determined to push 
on to Camp 5, while the others turned 
back. Just short of the plateau she dis
appeared from sight. The Sherpas who 
looked for traces of her on May 6 found 
her ice-axe and rope, but the strong wind 
made the search all but impossible. An 
anorak was found near Camp 4. It would 
seem that Suzuki may have changed from 
anorak to down jacket and lost her 
balance. Since the weather showed no 
signs of improving, it was decided to 
evacuate the mountain. At Sama the 
Head Lama conducted a brief ceremony 
for Teiko Suzuki, and a cairn was erected 
in her memory on a hill commanding a 
beautiful view of Manaslu. 

Nineteen seventy-five brought success 
to a team from Spain on the regular route, 
once again led by Jaime Garcia Orts. 
Jeronimo Lopez, Gererdo Blazquez Garcia 
and Sherpa Sonam reached the summit 
on April 27. They had passed the frozen 
corpse of either Jager or Schlick on the 
plateau. The two Spaniards suffered 
serious frostbite and had to be airlifted 
to Kathmandu. 

The third South Korean attempt took 
place in the Spring of 1976. Leader of 
the expedition was Jung Sup Kim, eldest 
brother of the Kim family - which had 
already lost two brothers in 1971 and 
1972, while the youngest, Ye Sup Kim 
had been seriously injured by an avalanche 
and rescued after 30 hours. 

Kamal K Guha's account inAAJ 1977, 
(p 240) speaks of the South Koreans 
having attempted the East Ridge, but this 
author is inclined to believe that the 
"classic" route from the north-east was 

chosen. While Camp 5 (25,600 ft) was 
occupied on May 5, it was hit by an 
avalanche. Three Sherpas were buried but 
escaped without injuries. Two Koreans 
sustained injuries from falling ice blocks, 
but for once there was no fatalities. Two 
men were airlifted to Kathmandu. The 
expedition was terminated after a summit 
bid failed on May 12 at only 25,700 ft. 
For the South Koreans, Manaslu has 
indeed been a terrible antagonist. 

Post-monsoon 1976 was reserved for a 
joint Iranian-Japanese expedition, with 
Brigadier General Mohammed Khakbiz 
and Noboyoshi Tamura as co-leaders. Once 
again they followed the "classic" route. 
Lieutenant Mohammed J affar Assadi 
(Iran), Jun Kagayama (Japan) and Sherpa 
Pasang reached the summit on October 
12, the first time the mountain had been 
climbed in the Fall. 

A German expedition under Gerhard 
Lenser, leader of the small team which 
made the first ascent of Pumori in 1962, 
attempt Manaslu in the spring of 1977. 
Three camps were pitched before 
unusually heavy snowfall and avalanche 
danger made further progress impossible . 
The well-known photographer and 
mountain-guide Jurgen Winkler was a 
member of that team. 

To conclude: Out of a total of 19 
expeditions or reconnaissance parties 
since 1952, seven have been successful 
on three different routes , five of these 
parties from the north-east. Nineteen lives 
have been lost in the continuing struggle 
for Manaslu, highest of the Gurkha Himal. 
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Griffith Pugh. Science Museum photo. 

Thin air 
It was physiologist Griff Pugh's 
observations on Cho Oyu in 
1952 that convinced him a 
mountaineer's oxygen 
apparatus ought to provide up 
to four litres a minute while 
climbing at altitude, twice the 
flow rate that had previously 
been allowed. What, then, are 
Pugh's reactions to the new 
"gasless" ascent of Everest? 
"It's very interesting," he said. 
"I would have liked to be able 
to make proper tests on these 
men, then I would know the 
answers. But from what I have 
been told, I can draw certain 
inferences. I have taken 
measurements from some 20 
Himalayan mountaineers and 
their maximum average 
oxygen intake was 50 
ml/kg/min. With training, this 
could be pushed up by 1 O per 
cent to, say, 55, but Messner 
and Habeler must have had a 
maximum consumption of 75 
or 80 millilitres per kilogram 
per minute." 

are enormous - what one 
would expect, in fact, from 
world-class runners. It was 
always an ambition of mine in 
my younger days to take 
athletes and train them as 
mountainee·rs; most 
mountaineers, you see, are not 
athletes in the true sense, but 
just ordinary amateurs. John 
Hunt may well say it is the men 
that count, but without the 
machinery, they cannot do 
anything. 
"These two men quite 
obviously had a very good 
natural endowment, a good 
tolerance to oxygen lack - in 
fact, living in the Alps all the 
time, they probably have a 
certain degree of cellular 
adaptation to altitude already. 
But they must also have 
trained very hard and their 
muscles developed a high 
working capacity." 
Griff Pugh thinks an interesting 
parallel can be drawn with 
man-powered flight, another 
project which has concerned 

"Enthusiasts tried and tried 
without success; the thing was 
eventually done by trained 
cyclists. The degree of power 
required was quite out of reach 
of the amateur." 
Dr Pugh will comment ruefully 
that mountaineers do not pay 
enough attention to 
physiologists. "Talk about 
Everest the hard way," he says, 
" - that's the way they seem to 
like it. Often they don't believe 
they have done a good day's 
work if they're not flat on their 
backs at the end of it. A 
physiologist likes to make 
things easy for himself." 
Even so, few scientists can 
have been listened to more 
earnestly than Pugh in 1953. 
Clothing, boots, oxygen, food 
- Pugh had an effective say in 
all aspects of planning. No 
expedition before had been 
more thoughtfully equipped, 
and to him must go a large 
measure of the credit for its 
success. 

Successful film team 
Leo Dickinson's film Dudh 
Kasi, Relentless River of Everest 
won the Golden Gentian prize 
at the Trento Film Festival this 
year, and then the Grand Prix 
at the Paris Film Festival. 
It is one of several he has made 
for HTV-Wales with an 
exploration and adventure 
theme. Others are Matterhorn: 
the North Face (another award
winner); Land of Mist and Fire 
(Patagonian Ice Cap) ; Sailing 
above the Alps (hang-gliding); 
and The Cerro Torre Enigma. 
Most have featured the Welsh 
climber Eric Jones, who also 
assists as extra cameraman, 
and all have been narrated by 
Ian McNaught-Davies. It is 
obviously a successful 
combination, and Leo has no 
shortage of ideas for the 
future. His film of the Austrian 
Everest Expedition can be 
expected towards the end of 
the year. 

\ 
Ivan Ghirardini. Photo: Wilson. 

French reflexive verbs 
Ivan Ghirardini, whose solo 
ascents of the big three Alpine 
North Faces in one winter 
season are reported elsewhere 
in this issue, describes himself 
with obvious interest as 
follows: 
"Straight away it should be 
said that he is not one of the 
traditional mountaineering 
heroes, an indestructible 
superman, for they are myths 
and should be forgotten. Only 
children have need of heroes 
whom they can idolise 
slavishly, imitate and 
eventually surpass; for an 
adult, if someone else can do 
it, so can he. Born in 1953 in a 
small Italian village, he and his 
family were soon forced to 
emigrate to find a living. 
"Despite his fairly modest 
background, he was a pretty 
successful scholar until the 
age of 20, when he suddenly 
gave it all up. He wanted to 
become a guide. No one 
understood why, because he 
had hardly climbed at all and 
had no experience of big 
mountains. He learnt rock
climbing and ice-climbing 
alone. In 197 4 he took the 
aspirant guide's exams, and 
the following winter had the 

He went on: "The differences him over the years - Leo Dickinson filming in the Western Cwm. Photo: Eric Jones 
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cheek to do The Shroud on the 
Grandes Jorasses solo. In 
January 1977 he tried the 
North Face of the Matterhorn. 
To many climbers Ivan is a 
kamikaze, a loony or heaven 
knows what else. In fact, 
thanks to his climbs in general 
and to manywinter solo 
ascents in the Ubaye region, 
he has acquired a solid 
grounding in this form of 
Alpine climbing. But has he 
sufficient experience to try and 
solo the most celebrated 
Alpine North faces in the same 
winter?" 

A page of history 
In a little village 20 minutes 
from Thyangboche lives the 
veteran Sherpa Dawa Tensing. 
His age is a bit of a mystery, 
but he can remember being on 
an Everest expedition when 
two young English sahibs were 
lost near the summit . This can 
only have been Mallory and 
Irvine in 1924! 
He has been accqmpanying 
climbing expeditions 
throughout his long life. He 
was with the Swiss on Everest 
in 1 952, when he was called 

f h · "the King of Sherpas", and 
Reinhard Karl a ter t e summit. with the British in 1953. Hunt 
Photo: Dickinson. 

speculated then that "he must 
German First be about 40, wizened and 
Reinhard Karl, rock ace from pigtailed" ; he was probably 
Heidelberg, became the first more. After Everest he trekked 
German to climb Everest when with Chales Evans, then joined 
he reached the summit via the Evans again in 1955 as sirdar 
South Col Route with the to the Kangchenjunga 
Austrian expedition this expedition. 
spring. In so doing he has pre- He visited England with the 
empted Dr Herrligkoffer's Kangchenjunga team and was 
expedition, which was hoping made an honorary member of 
for a German first in the post - the Alpine Club. London he 
monsoon season. Last year described as "the village 
Karl - with Helmut Kiene - where nobody talks to you", 
opened up the Pumprisse, the but he would dearly have loved 
crack system on the to have taken "a good English 
Fleischbank (Kaisergebirge) cow" back to Khumjung. Now, 
which was the first alpine rock with his wrinkled smile, he 
climb to be given a VII grading welcomes passing expeditions 
(see Kiene's article, Mountain and proudly shows his 
61). scrapbook. 
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Record collecting 
When Robert Schauer reached 
the summit of Everest as one 
of the Austrian expedition's 
first assault team, it was his 
third eight -thousander 
(Hidden Peak 1975, Nanga 
Parbat 1976). Reinhold 
Messner was the only other 
man to have bagged three of 
the world's highest summits. 
True, a few days later Messner 
also got to the top of Everest, 
and brought the world record 
up to four. But Schauer 
commented laconically
"There are 14 eight
thousanders. I have climbed 
three; Reinhold has climbed 
four. I am 24; Reinhold is 34." 
A preoccipation with the 
8,000m peaks is evident in all 
Messner's books. Munro
bagging taken to extremes, 
you may think - it is something 
that seems to be taken more 
seriously among Continental 
climbers, and receives 
considerable coverage in 
German- language climbing 
journals. Marcel Kurz was 
probably the first to dub 
Everest "the Third Pole"; G 0 
Dyhrenfurth extended the 
metaphor to include all peaks 
above 8,000m, and with the 
problem thus identified, the 
race was on. 
To Hermann Buhl and Kurt 
Diemberger will remain for 
ever the record of two virgin 
eight-thousanders (Buhl -
Nanga Parbat, Broad Peak; 
Diemberger - Broad Peak, 
Dhaulagiri) . An ever-increasing 
number of climbers make the 2 
x 8,000er class, including 
several Sherpas (Seigneur, 
Haston. Oral in, Schell, Sonam 
Gyatso, Gyalzen Norbu, Lhakpa 
Tensing . . . ) and there is one 
Sherpa, Nawang Gombu, who 
has climbed Mount Everest 
twice. · 
It is only the summit that 
counts - not to have passed 
the 8000m line on a mountain 
- and the main summit only, it 
seems. Three Czechs in 1976 
felt they qualified for the 
double with ascents of Makalu 
and Makalu South-East 
Summit (8,01 Om), but this 
was not generally "allowed". 
Does the same summit 
climbed twice count, in fact? If 
Messner succeeds in his 
Nanga Parbat solo bid later 
this year, will he be able to 
claim five eight -thousanders, 
or only four because he has 
climbed it before? 
Nor is it just the 8,000ers that 
are collectable. Dolf Reist and 
Naomi Uemura were - until 
Messner climbed Everest - the 
only two with the distinction of 
having topped the chief 
summits of the five continents 
(Everest, Aconcagua, 
McKinley, Mont Blanc, 
Kilimanjaro) . But now Messner 
has joined them, and rewritten 
the "rules". He can add 
Carstenz Pyramid, New 
Guinea, the highest mountain 
in Australasia (and claim, 
incidentally, a new route on all 
but Everest) . ... 

... prestigious. yes. The American 
Alpine Journal is respected as 
the chronicle of mountaineerin g, 
worldwide. But that doesn't rule 
out lively wri ting, controversi al 
opinions, striking photos. clean 
graph ics ... l ike you'l l find in 
these 1978 AAJ features: 

• T HE OG RE , 
by C hristian Bonington 

• G REAT TR A N GO TOWE R , 
by Dennis H ennek 

• LA N G FO RD'S GRAND TETO N 
DI ARY, by William Bueler 

• C H A NGI N G FACE O F TH E 
HIM ALAYA, by C harl es Bai ley 

• DEB O RA H 'S NORT H FAC E, 
by Dakers Gowans 

• HUNTER A N D FO RAK E R. 
by M ichael Ke nnedy 

• CORDILL E RA BLA N CA 1977. 
by John Bouchard 

• NO RTHEAST R IDG E O F 
ILLIM A NI . by Jack M il le r 

Get 'em all at once, in the 
1978 American Alpine Journal, 
ready in June. i Only S9 75 , at mountain 

shops eve rywhe re , or 
by mail from 

AMERICAN 
ALPINE CLUB 
113E 9othSt 
New York NY 10028 
USA 

r -------, 
OK, I llke your style M I 

I Se nd me __ cop,es 1978 AAJ at 

I U S S9 75 (p lus 75¢ sh Ipp1ng ) I 
I enc lose$ ________ I 

I Nam e .. I 
I Address I 
I I L · ________ ,;.;_..;._.I 
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OBITUARY 

Jiri Pechous 
Dr Jiri Pechous, whose death 
on the Eiger is reported 
elsewhere in this issue, was 
one of Czechoslovakia's 
leading mountaineers. In the 
Alps his record included 
asc·ents of the 1 938 Route on 
the Eiger and the North Face of 
the Droites. In Norway he was 
on the first winter ascents of 
the East Pillar of the Breitind 

Storm and Sorrow 
by Robert Craig 

The Mountaineers, 
Seattle: $6.95 

"The 1974 American 
Pamirs/USSR expedition is 
past and not particularly 
distinguished in 
mountaineering history. But 
what happened in the course 
of that summer does deserve 
recording, for there was much 
courage in the face of an 
unusual sequence of events 
somehow beyond the control 
of the participants, and a kind 
of beauty that emerged from 
the ruin of all their hopes." 
Thus begins the preface to 
Storm and Sorrow, an account 
of a visit by 1 9 American 
climbers to the highest 
mountains in the Soviet Union 
in the summer of 1974. The 
Americans were part of an 
international gathering of 160 
climbers from the US. Japan, 
Austria, France, Germany, 
Britain and the Soviet Union. 
To quote Craig again: 
"This is the story not of an 
expedition, not of a single 
climb, but of a complex of 
events that included many 
climbs, much suffering and 
death, and struggles for life 
against odds that were greater 
than any of the participants 
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Photo: Dieter Smejkal. 
and the East Pillar of Sondre 
Trolltind. 
Perhaps his best climbs were 
in the Caucasus, where he was 
on the first ascent of Elbruz via 
the West Face of Kjukjurtl, and 
climbed the North Face of 
Ullarg (4,000ft in a day) and 
the very hard North Face of 
Laboda. The photograph of 
him was taken the day he died. 

could know. This is the story of 
midsummer tragedy in th'e 
Pamirs." 
After I read the introduction, I 
thought : if the quality of the 
writing throughout the book is 
anything like this, it will be a 
stunner. And so it is. It's a 
remarkable combination of 
adventure story and sensitive 
exploration of humans under 
stress - one of the best 
written, most continuously 
fascinating books on 
mountaineering I've read. 
Craig is a gifted writer who has 
created a superb piece of 
mountaineering literature and 
the best book about a 
mountaineering expedition 
(though, as Craig says, it is 
about more than an expedition) 
yet written by an American 
writer. 
What sets this book apart from 
much mountaineering 
literature is the quality of the 
writing. I was surprised, for 
after all, Craig is not a 
professional author. But it is 
clear from this book that he 
could be one. To his writing 
Craig brings three virtues. One 
is an ability to describe people 
in believable, human terms. 
The book is alive with emotion. 
Craig has captured the 
personalities of the characters 
in this drama, and also the 
conflicts between these 

John Taylor 
John Taylor died, aged 32, 
when he fell while attempting 
a free solo ascent of Pendulum 
on Raven Crag, Borrowdale at 
Whit. The route had at the time 
had only one reported free 
ascent. 
Taylor was a prolific soloist -
perhaps more so than any 
other British climber - having 
completed several hundred 
routes of HVS and Extreme. 
most of them on mountain 
crags. Included in his list were 
West Buttress Eliminate, Lord 
of the Rings, Shibboleth and 
Zero Gully. In the Alps, he had 
fast solo ascents of the North 
Face of the Dru and the North 
Ridge of the Cengalo to his 
credit, but his interest was 
largely centered on the British 
hills, for which he had a deep 
passion both as a mountaineer 
and as an amateur geologist 
and naturalist. 
A graduate of Exeter 
University, he received a 

personalities. Now, there is, in 
modern mountaineering 
literature, an effort to bring out 
emotions and personalities. 
But much of such writing, even 
if occasionally brilliant, is 
shrill, strident. and bitchy. 
Craig's descriptions of humans 
under stress is infused with 
humanity. He has a deep and 
broad vision at which most of 
us scribblers can only wonder. 
The second virtue of Craig's 
writing is his grasp of a 
complicated situation, and his 
ability to keep it sorted out and 
write about it clearly. This is 
understandable, and fits with 
his job as President of the 
Keystone Center for 
Continuing Education. He 
deals well with complexities. 
The third virtue is his gift for 
writing cadenced, elegant 
English. The prose has a 
certain haunting, poetic beauty 
that reminded me of Thomas 
Wolfe. There are rare lapses, 
as when the writing is overly 
tentative and "seemed" is used 
when "was" would have been 
more convincing. And there is 
a heavy dependence upon the 
adjective "incredible". 
But there were some incredible 
things about that tragic 
summer in the Pamirs. 
Incredible in the degenerative 
sense of the word, hard to 
believe rather than 
unbelievable. "Astonishing" 
would be more appropriate. 
What is astonishing is the rare, 
and perhaps unique sequence 
of earthquake, avalanche, and 
storm which precipitated one 
tragedy after another, 
culminating in the deaths of 
eight Russian women who 
died one by one as they 

Certificate in Education from 
Bangor and worked as an 
outdoor pursuits instructor for 
five years before becoming the 
National Trust Warden for 
Buttermere last year. An active 
member of the Carlisle club, he 
will be remembered for his 
quiet and immense devotion to 
climbing. A 

attempted to descend Peak 
Lenin (23.406ft) in a storm of 
a ferocity unprecedented in the 
memory of local inhabitants. 
The women, attempting a 
traverse of Lenin, camped on 
the summit and were there 
caught by the great storm. In 
reply to urgings that they 
descend immediately, they had 
replied "We are strong, we are 
Soviet women". So many times 
has hubris preceded tragedy in 
the mountains. One begins 
reading of their demise with 
detachment : they asked for it, 
they wouldn't listen to advice. 
they were out to prove they 
could succeed in what was 
formerly a man's preserve. The 
consequences were terrible, 
but these things happen. By 
the time the chapter is finished 
one has a different view. Craig 
has powerfully revealed the 
essential humanity of these 
women, their great courage, 
their loyalty to one another 
which led to the deaths of all, 
their strength, and ultimately 
and most touchingly, if one 
may be allowed such a 
sentiment in these days of 
liberation, their feminine 
softness. They cry at the end. 
They ask forgiveness for 
having failed. 
Alas, although the death of the 
Russian women was the 
greatest single episode in a 
series of tragedies, there were 
others as gripping - in 
particular Craig's own brush 
with death in an avalanche 
which killed his tent partner 
Gary Ullin. Craig describes in 
harrowing detail how he was 
dug out just before 
suffocating, only to be 
immediately buried again. and 
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again rescued just in time. 
In all , 15 members of the 
International Climbing Camp 
died in the Pamirs that 
summer, some from 
avalanches caused by 
earthquakes, some from 
avalanches caused by buildup 
of snow during continuous 
storms, and others from 
hypothermia and freezing in 
storm. Much ill - luck for the 
Soviet hosts and for the 160 
participants. Ironically, except 
for luck the death toll could 
have been much higher. In 
many cases death was averted 
by a whisker because an 
avalanche was not a trifle 
larger, because a group of 
climbers were not a trifle 
higher, because a break in 
storm a lowed a helicopter 
drop, or because a stronger 
climber happened upon a 
weaker one in a blizzard. 
Things should have gone much 
better, but they could have 
been much worse. 
I am sorry to say the 
production falls short of the 
text. I was shocked when the 
book was printed in paperback 
form (having already read the 
manuscript). It's too good a 
book for such treatment. The 
cover is done in sensational 
red, yellow, white and black, 
colour combinations usually 
associated with second-rate 
thrillers, and there are 
typographical errors. All these 
things are uncharacteristic of 
the publishers, the Seattle 
Mountaineers. The book 
deserves a reprint in hard 
cover. 
Nevertheless, the 
Mountaineers have done us 
the service of making this fine 

work available. Read it . You 
won't be disappointed. 
Royal Robbins 

Paul Nunn, who was a member 
of the British contingent at the 
Pamirs meet, adds: 
Any account of the 
International Camp is likely to 
be controversial and 
hazardous to produce. The 
vast number of participants, 
the variety of nationalities and 
attitudes, the difficulties of 
culture, language and 
intentions, together with the 
somewhat confused sequence 
of events themselves, all 
contribute to difficulties of 
interpretation. Had conditions 
been good it would have been 
a complex affair - as it was, 
they were hellish! 
Bob Craig was a Western 
patriarch, complementary to 
the Soviet senior mountaineers 
who are compelled by their 
approach to climbing to 
assume such awesome 
responsibilities for their 
younger climbers. Craig's 
tolerance, sympathy and 
breadth of vision were soon 
apparent and welcome at the 
time, I believe, to Soviet 
officials and the English 
speaking visitors. His book 
likewise treads circumspectly 
through the minefield of group 
tensions, international 
rivalries, and eventually tragic 
events which became a 
nightmare for many of the 
participants. 
It is done without exaggeration 
or crude sensationalism, for 
the title does no more than 
reflect the realities of "that 
terrible summer". In general 

Photos from the Pamirs July 24 1974. Left: on theKrylenko Pass at 
1 7, 500ft. The avalanche struck from near the top figure. Above: the 
storm beyond the Krylenko Pass. Left to right, Speedy Smith, Doug 
Scott and Paul Braithwaite. Photos: Nunn. 
those who deserve praise get 
it, while there was little 
dishonour or scapegoating 
that was justified at the time or 
with hindsight. A couple of 
minor factual errors hardly 
deserve mention in a book 
which so accurately reflects 
the drawn-out savagery and 
wracking emotions of the mass 
tragedy on Pik Lenin. I cannot 
elevate them beyond 
footnotes, after a reading 
which only revealed how much 
past pains can be sublimated -
for we were there, drowning 
horror in near-hopeless and 
almost fruitless action. 
Page 61 : Scott and team were 
beyond the Krylenko, camped 
on the Upper Saukdhara below 
the East Face of Lenin, when 
the Americans were 
avalanched on the Krylenko. 
We returned over it to find the 
American camp devastated on 
July 24, finding Molly Higgin's 
diary and fearing the worst 
both for the Americans and 
ourselves as we retreated at 
full speed. 
Page 138: Clive Rowland 
reached the summit of Lenin 
after the Soviet women and 
Steck in ascent on August 2 
after our ascent of the English 
Ridge. (That was really a joint 
effort of English and Scots, 
including Dr North, who went 
to the summit alone after 
Scott, Braithwaite, Rowland 
and Lee.) PN 

Jotunheimen 
North Sea Press/Grondahl: 
£19.50 
This is the story of Norway's 
Alps, her finest mountain area, 
where six authors have traced 
her roots to reveal her 
essential self. With a deep 
insight touched with passion, 
they allow us to witness the 
birth -pains of fire and rock, the 
deathly hush of ice - then life, 
and the entrance of man 
himself. The essays are 
extensive, with an 
understanding of both nature 
and man. The mountain 
peoples evolve from early 
hunters through to today's 
farmers living side-by-side 
with hydro-electric schemes. 
Man placed upon the valleys, 
the lakes and peaks that 
particular stamp of his 
presence: he gave them 

names, and more important, a 
living history. The stalking of 
reindeer, the excitement of the 
bear hunt, and smelting of 
bog - iron are a part of our 
involvement. Our experience 
grows, the dangers of crossing 
unknown glaciers are no worse 
than bedding a girl of the 
"supernatural Huldra folk" . 
Indeed, the men of old were 
rare men : Torkjel the hunter 
had lost his footing when 
crossing the glacier, and as he 
slid towards the crevasse 
managed to drive his knife into 
the ice. His only chance was to 
remain motionless until his 
buckskin breeches froze and 
stuck; then he pried loose his 
knife, drove it in further up, 
loosened his breeches and 
pulled himself up a little. Then 
he waited until his breeches 
froze again, and so on until 
reaching safety. A tale fit to 
grace the Padarn! 
Unfortunately the serious 
Alpinist has been left in limbo, 
especially regarding modern 
developments, and subjected 
to an ethic the authors 
themselves have failed to . 
grasp. Yet the mountain - lover 
is so well catered for that this 
blemish seems unimportant. 
Good writing that loses little in 
the translation is backed by 
excellent photographic work, 
making it a pleasure for active 
enthusiast and fireside 
mountaineer alike. 
DaveDurkan 

Guidebooks 
The following guidebooks have 
been received and will be 
reviewed in full in the next 
edition : 
Llanberis Pass (Climbers' 
Club) . 
Borrow<lale (Fell and Rock) . 
Recent Developments in the 
Lake District (Fell and Rock) . 
lake District North 
(Clegg/Read/Wilson) . 
Rock Climbing in the Peak 
District (Nunn, second edition) . 
Sea Cliff Climbing in the 
Aberdeen Area (Etchachan 
Club) . 
Yuraq Yanka: Peruvian Andes 
(Ricker). 
Cascade Alpine Guide 
(Beckey). 
le Massif Des Ecrins, Vol 3 
(GHM/Arthaud). 
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LETTERS 
Quebec training and 
ethics defended 

from Claude Berube 

Dear Editor, 
I was a little surprised to read 
Mr Raymond Jotterand's 
article in Mountain 59. I was 
annoyed by the general tone of 
his article and noted various 
mistakes and misconceptions. 
Mr Jotterand starts logically by 
describing the historical 
origins and the geographical 
and climatic conditions of 
climbing in Quebec. He then 
goes on with the arrival of Mr 
John Turner. It is true that 
Turner was a leader, together 
with Claude Lavellee, who had 
already been leading hard 
routes for a number of years in 
the Montreal region. But to say 
that Turner's ascents at Pok-o
Moonshine indicated that "les 
quebecois", the Quebecers, 
were active in pushing the 
standards of climbing to a 
higher level is nonsense, since 
Turner was not quebecois and 
Pok-a-Moonshine is not even 
in Quebec. Mr Jotterand then 
qualifies Turner's departure in 
1 962 as a major blow to 
Quebec climbing. This is true 
to a certain extent, but Mr 
Jotterand would have to admit 
that his departure was just as 
much of a blow to climbing in 
New England. 
He continues his survey of 
climbing in Quebec with false 
allusions to the FQM, the 
Quebec Mountain Federation. 
This is very regrettable, and I 
suggest that Mr Jotterand 
check his source of 
information. The FQM offers 
services to the climbing 
population, both active and 
potential, with initiation 
courses and sessions, rescue 
operation courses, cross
country ski sessions and 
courses, general information 
meetings, jamborees, etc. The 
FQM also publishes a monthly 
bulletin where climbers can 
express their opinions and 
problems. This organisation 
also licenses instructors 
interested in the propagation 
of the activity. Their licence 
has to be renewed every three 
years to make sure that they 
remain up to date in all aspects 
of climbing. 
Mr Jotterand states: "The 
consequences of the FQM did 
not always remain in line with 
its original intents, perhaps 
due to the growing complexity 
and size of the organisation, 
which now includes a climbing 
school and a 'licence 
commission'." And further: 
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"The instructor courses have 
been the ideal setting for the 
breeding of rather regrettable 
ethics involving the creation of 
an artificial elite, and even of 
competitiveness. If one goes to 
the extreme and compares this 
situation with Russian 
competition meets, the 
difference is only one of 
degree and the prospects not 
much better." Mr Jotterand is 
entitled to his opinions, but 
there aren't many climbers in 
Quebec who would share this 
one! 
First, any person wishing to 
learn climbing doesn't have to 
go through the well organised 
FQM courses. Lots of climbers 
actually never did (I, for one). 
They learned with friends or 
through one of the many clubs. 
It's pretty far from the Russian 
system, where everybody has 
to go through compulsory 
courses to become a climber. 
Secondly, regarding the 
"artificial elite" and the 
"competitiveness", Russian 
style, I must say that most 
active climbers and most of 
the strongest climbers aren't 
instructors with the FQM. In 
fact, there are not a lot of 
active climbers in Quebec and 
we have never felt the need to 
"push" 5.1 Os or 5.11 s; you· 
won't find such a situation 
where there is lots of 
competitiveness. 
To compare this with what is 
done in the USSR is pure 
imagination. Of course, some 
people attend the FQM 
courses for prestige or to get a 
nice badge. You'll find those 
people in every country and in 
all organized activities and, in 
this case, they represent only a 
small fraction of the climbing 
community. 
There are two mistakes 
concerning the picture of Cap 
Trinite: first the route marked 
"O" is said to be "as yet 
incomplete and unnamed; a 
completely free line still being 
worked on". This route was 
climbed by Jean Sylvain, who 
found the upper part quite 
uninteresting because of the 
abundance of vegetation, and 
the route has since been 
abandoned. This line does not 
exist in the Quebec guicfobook, 
and appears in the photograph 
with a fictitious number. 
Secondly, Jotterand refers to 
my four-day solo ascent in 
1975. In fact, it was the 
"Solitary Worm", route No 6, 
that I climbed, borrowing the 
German route, No 7, for only a 
short distance. This route No 6 
is a line in its own right, not a 

variant of the German route. 
Finally, the general tone ot Mr 
Jotterand implies that since 
there are few 5.1 Os and 5.11 s, 
"the future promises not to be 
dull", as if the past has been 
dull. The beauty of climbing 
does not depend on the 
difficulty of the routes. Quebec 
is a vast country with only a 
small population. Quebec 
hasn't seen competition or 
emulation, as is the case in 
most climbing areas. In part, 
this is because it offers an 
unlimited potential for those 
who are interested in exploring 
new routes. But there is a more 
important reason: there are 
still people who go climbing to 
have fun, to enjoy the 
wilderness in all its forms, and 
not only to boost their ego on 
"5-something". 
Yours truly, 
Claude Berube (Quebec) 
Do we need a new 
hut on the Ben? 
from Alan Kimber 
Dear Sir, 
Would you support additional 
accomodation supplied by 
another hut at around 2,000ft 
on the slopes of Ben Nevis? 
Would you like to think that 
you could arrive in Fort William 
and be fairly certain of a 
welcoming hut high on the hill 
from which to climb? 
At present the CIC Hut is very 
overbooked during the peak 
winter climbing months of 
February and March, and 
bookings are sometimes made 
up to two years in advance! 
Standing-order type block 
bookings from climbing clubs 
tend to thwart the 
spontaneous phone call asking 
for a place in the hut after a 
few days of good frost. 
Surprisingly I have even heard 
of SMC members finding it 
impossible to secure a bunk. 
At recent meetings of the 
Association of British 
Mountain Guides the idea of 
another hut on Ben Nevis has 
been discussed and favoured. 
The Guides' committee is 
made up of climbers from 
Scotland, Wales and England, 
and although the members of 
the committee and in favour of 
the idea, other guides do have 
some reservations. 
However, overcrowding of the 
CIC Hut in recent winters has 
led us to start the ball rolling 
again on this subject. Among 
climbers who support our 
views are SMC members and 
conservationists - people, you 
might say, who would never 
support such a project. 

Recent developments in winter 
climbing techniques now make 
it a very popular pastime, and 
more climbers are looking for 
hut accomodation than ever 
before. This increase in 
interest is sure to continue 
whether you like it or not, and a 
rethink on the hut situation 
high on the Ben is long 
overdue. In future a bunk in the 
CIC Hut will be even harder to 
obtain, and the incidents 
caused by bad feeling over 
lack of space or shelter will 
surely increase. 
Living in Fort William and 
climbing regularly on the Ben 
in the winter makes it obvious 
to me that more hut 
accomodation is needed. 
Other climbers might not 
agree, but this problem can 
only be solved by climbers in 
great numbers making their 
views known. Please write to the 
BMC or SMC with your support 
or objection to this idea. 
With respect, if you are one of 
the fortunate few who are 
assured of a place in the CIC 
Hut through club booking, 
don't think this does not 
concern you. It does -
especially if you are among 
those who turn away climbers 
unfortunate enough not to 
have a place in the hut, whose 
only intention, most probably, 
was to eat their "butties" away 
from the howling blizzard 
outside! 
A more detailed proposal has 
been submitted to the BMC 
and SMC, and this will be 
circulated to clubs throughout 
Britain who come under the 
framework of either council. 
However, if you are not a club 
climber or a BMC or SMC 
member and wish to air your 
views, please contact the 
appropriate council. 
Yours, 
Alan Kimber (Fort William) 

Involuntary rescue: good
bye was all they wrote 

from Dr R Walker 
Dear Sir, 
May I make a few observations 
in reply to Land E Fulton's 
letter in Mountain 60? A 
rescue team do not usually 
initiate a search, they act on 
information given. Someone 
would have reported the 
Fultons' car to them, and once 
this has happened, they are 
involved. They cannot just 
ignore the warning; they have 
to check it out. The coroner 
would have some awkward 
questions to ask if a death 
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occurred and the Mountain 
Rescue Team had responded 
to a call with a collective yawn. 
There is no way of telling from 
a locked car if the occupants 
are hardened mountaineers or 
lost novices. It is usually safer 
to assume the latter. 
We had a very instructive 
rescue in this area not so long 
ago. A perceptive local noticed 
that some bicycles had been 
left behind a hedge for a long 
time. A search by the Cave 
Rescue Organisation revealed 
a very cold and frightened 
group of schoolchildren in a 
nearby cave. They did not 
complain about an over-caring 
society! Their bicycle lamps 
had gone out a long time ago. 
It is to prevent potential 
tragedies like this that the 
rescue teams have to assume 
the worst until proved 
otherwise. From their account, 
it does seem that in the 
Fultons' case the rescue team 
may have been a trifle hasty. 
But surely better that way than 
pulling out five stiff 
schoolboys. 
There is probably no perfect 
solution to the problem of 
leaving a note of intended 
route and time of return. 
Perhaps leaving a note stating 
that they weren't leaving a 
note might have been the best 
solution! 
Yours, 
R Walker (Doctor attached to 
the Cave Rescue Organisation) 
(Carnforth) 

M.E.F. Grants 
David Edmundson 
Dear Sir, 
In the summer of 1977 the 
Carlisle Mountaineering Club 
organized its first Himalayan 
Expedition, to the Kishtwar 
area of Kashmir. The 
expedition had extensive local 
support, and a modest grant 
from the MEF. 
On their return the members of 
the expedition found that there 
was actually a financial 
surplus, a most unusual state 
of affairs. Nothing would have 
been simpler than for them to 
have divided this among 
themselves, just as the 
members of many expeditions 
have had to find among 
themselves the money to pay 
off a deficit. However, the 
Carlisle Club decided to give 
this surplus to deserving 
charities. Some of these, 
naturally, were local, such as 
the Mountain Rescue 
Organization here in the Lake 
District. But among others the 
club has given£ 100 to the 
MEF Jubilee Appeal. 
I am taking the liberty of 
asking you to bring this to the 
notice of your readers, partly 
so as to give public 
acknowledgement of a very 
generous gift; and partly in 
order to suggest that other 
clubs, many of which have 
either benefitted from MEF 
grants or are likely to do so in 
future, should consider 

supporting our Appeal - if they 
have not already done so. 
Yours, 
David Edmundson, Hon. 
Secretary, Mount Everest 
Foundation. 

Frankenstein in crampons 

from John Rowley 
Dear Sir, 
As a voluntary youth leader, I 
wish to say that whilst 
agreeing with John Fell's 
comments on "Frankenstein in 
wellies" (Mountain 61 ), I must 
strongly disagree with his 
suggestion that it should be 
mandatory for youth parties in 
winter to be equipped with 
crampons and ice axes. It is 
surely better that the relevant 
education authorities ensure 
that their leaders recognise the 
capabilities and limitations of 
their charges and their 
equipment, and choose 
activities accordingly. 
As an example, I was in 
Snowdonia on February 11-1 2 
with a party of Scouts, and it 
took a conscious effort to 
choose a walking route to suit 
the capabilities and equipment 
of the boys rather than one 
that the leaders would find 
satisfying. 
On a single weekend one can 
obviously only really teach 
basic ice-axe techniques as 
one approaches the first safe 
snow slope. If the youngsters 
are equipped with crampons (I 
dread to think how long it 
would take to ensure they were 
all fitted correctly), one could 
imagine the leader of the 
"wellie brigade" going even 
nearer the edge because "they 
can't slip in crampons"! That 
would not lead to a reduction 
in accidents. 
Yours, 
J A Rowley (Waltham Abbey) _. 

t! 
friends 
in high places 

FRIENDS are also in leading climbing shops. 

Enquiries to WILD COUNTRY 
Town Head Works, Eyam, Sheffield. 
Tel: (0433) 30699. 
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Dolomite boots 
sell by 

Word of a good thing gets around in many 
ways and Dolomite boots are certainly a 
good thing 

MODEL 351 MOAC DOLOMITE 
This is the new 1977 MOAC Dolomite rock boot. Several years 
of development have gone into tnis boot to produce the 
necessary performance that is demanded of this type of boot. 
It has asymmetrically styled uppers offering a close fit on the 
ankle, and ensuring a long life for the upper. The insole is 
blake sewn through to the rand and the soft smooth rubber 
sole is bonded on, ensuring long life . The boot is stiffened 
in the width to provide support in "edging" but is still very 
flexible in the length, particularly at the toe, as is required for 
this type of boot, and this ensures that small scooped holes 
can be used . The boot is available in Continental si zes 35 - 48 
inclusive. 

Give your feet a treat -
Tell them about Dolomite 

Mountaineering Activities Ltd. 
Wellington Mills 
Duke St. 
Manchester M3 4NF 
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The Famous E.B. ROCK, 
-hand made skinfit 
canvas upper with friction 
sole and rand, 
-simply superb. 
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For the 
best way 

up a mountain
start at the foot ... 

Brigham mountain shops at: 

M.O.A.C . ROCK - with a little extra, thicker 
rubber rand, and a blue suede covering 
to the green canvas top on wear side , 
- greater comfort - longer. 

MANCHESTER 6-14 Cathedral Street. Manchester M4 3FU phone 061-834 0161. 
Postal Department 
Wellington Place, Liverpool Rd,, Manchester M3 BBL. phone 061-833 0746. 
LIVERPOOL 73 Bold Street. Liverpool. phone 051-709 6912. 
SHEFFIELD Bryan G. Stokes. 9 Charles St. Sheffield . phone 0742 27525. 
SNOWDONIA Capel Curig. Snowdonia, North Wales. phone Capel Curig 232. 
BRISTOL 160-162 Whiteladies Rd .. Blackboy Hill. Bristol. phone 0272 311157. 
CORNWALL Market Jew St. , Penzance , Cornwall.phone Penzance 5828. 
CHESTER 7 Northgate Street. Chester phone 0244 318311 



• New Blue Supertape with improved elongation and abrasion 
resistance but same high strength. • Standard tapes still as reliable as 

• ever in purple, green, orange or white. • New Blueline Supertube 1" 
very supple tubular tape with high break strength (5,500 lbs) . 
• Troll tapes are specially designed for climbing/caving and should not 
be confused with standard commercial webbing which may not be 
suitable. 
Booklet on tapes and slings 16p each. Catalogue free. 

TROLL PRODUCTS, SPRING MILL, UPPERMILL, OLDHAM OL3 6AA 

1, ■L - -71 

GORE·TEX: . 
.. it's on 
every-
ones lips 
andour 
MISTRAL 
JACKET 
Goretex, the most talked 
about material for years is 
at its best in the Berghaus 
Mistral range of garments. 
Superbly designed and cut 
for maximum perfomance, 
the M istra I offers conden
sation free comfort whether 
in mountaineering or back
packing conditions. 
Don't just listen to what 
everyone is saying about 
the M istra I - try it for 
yourself. 
It works every time -
no sweat! 
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'E19er ' Three-quarter Length Cagoule 

Take a tough, wea therproof 5 oz 
polyurethane- coated ny lon. 

Add the ki nd of hood only 
Chris Bo nington could have 
helped design. Wi th 
windcutts that fasten with 
velcro. And a map pocket 
that fastens w ith velcro 
and zip. Not only sew the 
seams, but dope them too. 

Offer colours in o range, 
royal and red. And sizes 
from ext ra-small to 
extra- large. 
The result' One of the 
biggest value cagou les 
you'll ever f ind. 

, M atching ove r-t rousers 
also ava ilable. 

Belstaff International Ltd., 
Caroline Street, Longton, 

Stoke-on-Trent , 
Staffs ST31DD. 

You'll go far 
1.Vith Field & Trek 

7'1e mounm,n 6 bt1d:pocker speaulisk 
We stock possibly the widest range of high quality equipment 
for climbers in Britain at extremely competitive prices . 

Famous brands we stock include: 
Ace, Atkinsons, Beaufort , Moac, Mountain , M.S.R., 
Belstaff , Berghaus, Blacks, North Cape, North Wall , 
Boylan, Bukta, Bulldog , Oldham, Optimus, Peck, 
Camp Trails , Caravan, P. & 0 ., Point Five, Ranch 
Chouinard , Clog , Dachstein , House, Raven , Rohan , 
Daimor, Edelrid , Edelweiss, B. Salewa, Saunders , Scarpa, 
Galibier, G. & H. , Grenfell , Seal Fur, Sigg , Silva, Simond , 
Hawkins, Helly Hansen , Snowdon, Solar, Sprayway, 
Henri Lloyd , Hiatt , Howarth, Spring low, Sticht, Stubai , 
lnterlap, lsba, Janus, Javlin , Sunto, Tenson, Tilley, Trangia, 
Joanny, Ju mar, Karrimor, Troll , Ultimate, Vango, Viking , 
Mammut, Mascot , Millet , Wild Water, Wilkie , Yakpak. 

SPECIAL OFFER - best buy in the U.K.-------, 
EDELWEISS Compact Kern mantel Rope, 11 mm x 45mm 
Retail pr ice £37.80 Our pri ce £28.35 + 75p postage. 

Send for our free mail order catalogue o ffering substantial 
reductions. Or visit our shop, open Mon-Sat 9 to 5, 
Thurs. till 1 p.m. Ac cess and Barclaycard accepted. 

EXPORT & CONTRACT-----------~ 
We have a special contract department for club, expedition 
and educational orders, and for a personal and direct export. 

Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 23/25, Kings Road , Brentwood, 

ra,·ri,·•i~J"iii~·,• 
I To: Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 23/25, Kings Road, Brentwood, · 
I Essex . CM14 4ER. Tel : (0277) 221259/219418. Telex: 995566 

Please send me a copy o f your FREE MAIL ORDER PRICE LIST □ I Please send me your new Backpac king Gear Guide, I enc lose 25p □ 
I Please send me your Educat ion Gear Guide. I enc lose 50p □ 

I Please send me details of export terms □ 

!::::... l~ll 
I M7 I L _________________________________ J 



MSRSTOVES 
A LOT OF HEAT 

IN A COLD 
CRUEL WORLD 

• MODEL G - White Gas 
#22101 $39.95 

• MODEL G/K - Gas/Kerosene 
#22102 $44.95 

Now Field-Maintainable! 

Sigg Bottle Ordered Separately 
Send For MSR Stove Brochure 

For FREE Catalog Write Dept. M 
Telephone Orders : (206) 762-6750 

MOUNTAIN SAFETY RESEARCH, INC. 
6'31 South 96th Street 
Seattle, WA 98108 (206) 762-4244 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (Cl (Ml (SI hire out.Camping, Mountaineering and 
Sk i-i ng Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47,8949. (C) (S) . 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty. , Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C). 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty ., Ltd., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454 . 
dueensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
224 Barry Parade 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. 07 .52 .8804 or 52.8894. 
Tasmania: Hobart 
Outdoor Equipment, 
212 Liverpool Street, 7000. 
Tel. 002.346213 (C) (M) (S). 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., Ltd ., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67 .3354 . (C) (M) (S) . 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty ., Ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. 67.4845 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd ., 
216 Hereford Street. 
Tel. 67 .148 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop . 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W.,41 . 
Tel.403.283.5551 . (C) (M) (S). 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd 
557 Richards Street, V6B 2Z5. 
Tel. 604.687.7885. 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
Tsat Tsz Mui Post Office Box 73 
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, UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 
Aviemore 
Nevisport, 
43 Grampian Road . (M) . 
Tel. 0479.81208 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace . 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Oueensway,4. 
Tel. 021 .236 .6816. (S) . 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop. (S). 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643 .5180 
Birmingham 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, (C) . 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road. Tel.021.454.8771 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate . (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, Manchester Rd .5 
Tel. 0274 .28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0277 .221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road. (S) (M) . 
Tel. 0273.26874 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272 .311157 
Bristol 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0272 .23166 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282 .36816 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C). 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223 .53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904 .232 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, 
Cathays. Tel. 0222. 28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear 
148 Ninian Park Road, 
Tel. 0222.390531 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chester 
Ellis Brigham 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244 318311 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate, 
Tel. 0246.38660 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry), 
60 Crescent Avenue, 
Stoke. 
Tel. 0203.441241 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane . 
Tel. 0332.48311 

· Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road . (S) . 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre. (C) (M). 
Tel. 0302 .21297 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co . Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street . (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0382 .24501/2 
Dundee 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
93-117 Princes Street. (C). 
Tel. 0382.43766 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
46 Dairy Road . 
Tel. 031.337 .2332 
Elgin 
Bill Marshall, 
11 Commerce Street. 
Tel. 0343.44073 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181/182 Sidwell Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0392 .76421 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S). 
Tel. 041 .221.4531 / 2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041 .332 .5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M) . 
Tel. 041.332.4814 
Glasgow 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4007 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 
Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
28 John William Street. (Cl (M) . 
Tel. 0484.23165 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061.368 .1558 
Inverness 
Clive Rowland, 
60 Academy Street, 
Tel. 0463.38746 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road . 
Tel. 0596.73524 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524 .66610 
Leeds 
Centre sport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
H.W. Poole, 
34/36 Eastgate. (Cl (Sl. 
Tel. 0532 .33045 
Leeds 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
21/22 Grand Arcade, (Cl. 
Tel. 0532.458634 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (Ml (Sl. 
Tel. 051.709.6912 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43a Harrington Street,2. 
Tel. 051.236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Robert Lawrie ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1 
Tel. 01.723.5252 



London 
Alpine Sparts Ltd., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405. 7541 /2 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.4426 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
53-54 Rathbone Place, W.1. 
Tel. 01 .636.6645. (C) . 
London 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
14 Sout~ampton Street 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01.836.8541 /7 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834 .0161. (C) (M) (S). 
Mancehster, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor·Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co ., 
15 Station Road. (C). 
Tel. 061.748 .6408 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) . 
Tel. 061.834.7119 
Manchester 
Blacks Camping & Leisure 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629 .3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0632.23561 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
The Four Seasons, 
115-117 Northumberland St. 
Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
15 Westlegate. 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Middlegate. 
.Toi. 0768.4505 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tri.corn. Tel. 0705.29410 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd . 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772 .21903 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742 . 27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 07 42.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 021.556.0802 
Wells, Somerset 
Rockspart, 
Bus Station, Wells. 
Tel. 0749.73054 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
2 Victoria Street . 
Tel. 09662.4876 
York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate 
Tel. 0904.53567 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 117 
Oslo 
Sport Co. A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt.6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 
Dolfisport, 
Snemandsvej la, 2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 02.94.87 .94 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907 .272.1811. (C)(M)(S). 
Alaska: Talkeetna 
Alaska Mountain Company, 
Talkeetna, 99676. 
Tel. 907.733.2306.(CHM). 
Arizona: Tempe 
Roadrunner Climbing and 
Touring Society, 
1825 N. Scottsdale Rd. 85281 
Tel. 602.949.5082 . (C) 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 . (C) (S). 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd ., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S). 
California: La Canada 
Spart Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard,91011 . 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917. (C) (S) . 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds ., 
443 12th Street, 92101 . 
Tel. 714.232.2167. (C)(M)(S). 
California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvarado Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283 .2374. 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401 . 
Tel. 805.541.1533. (C) (M)(S). 
California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
Tel. 805.682.1083. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacitic Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering 
2020 30th Street, 80301 
Tel. 303 442 8355 (C) (M) (S) 
Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.4791. (C) (M)(S) . 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd ., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.477 .1722. (M). 
Colorado: Durango 
Pineneedle Mountaineering 
835 Main Ave., Suite 211, 81301 
Tel. 303 247 8728 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Estes Park · 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106). 80517. 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832. (C) (M)(S) . 
Massachusetts: Boston --.. 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
1041, Commonwealth Avenue, 
Tel. 617 .254.4250. (C) (M) (S) . 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Avenue South, 55454. 
Tel. 612 .339.3433. (C)(M)(S). 

Montana: Hamilton 
Expeditions International 
215 Main St. (Box 1040), 59840. 
Tel. 406.363.3440.· (C) (S). 
N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Rossi, 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868. (C) (M) (S) . 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561 . 
Tel.914.255.1311. (S). 
New York : Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C) (M)(S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
880 W. Lancaster Avenue, 19010. 
Tel. 215.527.3616 
Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701. 
Tel. 717.326.6537. (C) (M)(S). 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 
Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co ., 
2410 San Antonio Street . 
78705. Tel. 512.478 .1577 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466 .2101. (C)(M) (S). 

► 
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Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S) . 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S) . 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
501 E. Pine Street, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.0501.(C) (S). 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Sergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509. 328. 5020. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Wenatchee 
Asplund's Ski Touring 
1544 N.Wenatchee Ave., 98801. 
Tel. 509.662.6539. (C) (M) (S). 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C)(M)(S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H.H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 
Wisconsin: • Madison 
H.H. Petr.ie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347 . (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001 . 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C)(M)(S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S) (C) . 

HALLMARKED SILVER & GOLD. Lost Arrow Type 
Piton . Hex Nut on Wire sling. Both approx. 1½" long. 
Silver £7.25 each, post paid . Complete with 22" Chain 
Box , £13 .00. Both on One Chain. 9ct. Gold, £15.00 each, 
chains 9.00 extra. Also : Club Badges etc. to your own 
design. 
HIGH.LAND LINE, ACHNASHEEN, ROSS-SHIRE. 

DON 'T THROW THEM AWAY! 
Your back issues of Mountain are wanted. Will pay premium price . 

Also will swap or sell some extras, as available. 
Bruce Beck, 4025 State St., No. 54, Santa Barbara, Calif: 93110, USA 

ROCKY MOUNIAIN 
CLIMBING SCHOOL 

7 Day Desert Climbing Course 
Oct. 1 - 7, 1978. 
For the intermediate to expert 
climber, involves 5th class and 
aid climbing. You will be doing 
new routes and first ascents on 
desert spires and buttes. The ratio 
will be 2 to 1 per instructor. 
Write: 
Rocky Mountain Climbing School, 
Box 2432, Aspen, Co. 81611 

all 
the 
best 

FROM 

JIE 
IIIWII 
MENAI HALL. LLANBERIS GWYNEDD. 
Telephone , LLANBERIS 327 Prompt Mail Order Service 

THE CLIMBING SHOP, CAPEL CURIG GWYNEDD 
Telephone , Capel Curig 205 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF MOIINTAINEERINC 
LEYSIN -
SWITZERLAND 

Peter Boardman 
Director 

ISM 
Send for 1978 course 
details to: 

CLUB VAGABOND, 
1854 LEYSIN, 

SWITZERLAND 

YHA Shops for climbers 
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Right 
behind 

you 
/I ' ;,,f •'•;'•,, ., 

~ r . 'f 1/ 

)'· 1···1v ~ ', 1
, 

Associate membership '\ \\' \ ~ '' ' ,. ' 
of the BMC ensures you --=:=,,;,1,:;., ~1 •l)\\\ ,,'~,: ' 
the backing of a number , \'\''- 1\ 
of worthwhile services. ~ ,,,.'-
'Climber and Rambler' , access to ~ 
many club huts , el!g1b1l1ty for BMC Insurance ~lC, 
schemes, etc 

And not least, the support of an organisation working 
constantly to protect and represent your interests. 
So help us - to help you . 

~~ Crawford House 
Precinct Centre 

~~British 
Booth Street East 
Manchester M13 9RZ 

Mountaineering Please enrol me as 
an Associate Member 

Council for £7.50 with maga-
zine/£3 without. Name 

Address 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

L-------------...J 
NOW AVAILABLE 

CLIMB! 
ROCK-CLIMBING IN COLORADO 

Bob Godfrey and Dudley Chelton ( $14.95) 

MASTER OF ROCK 
THE BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN GILL 

Pat Ament ( $11.50) 

Post free to anywhere in the world from 
ALPINE HOUSE P.O. Box 1763, Boulder 

Colorado 80306, U.S.A. 

(Foreign orders : Bank draft in U.S. Dollars 
drawn on a U.S. bank) 

LOCATION ........ N.W.HIGHLANDS 
· HEIGHT.. ... ....... .400 to 500feet 
CLIMBS .... .... ...... JUST A HANDFUL 
NAME ................. CALL AND ASK AT 

Clive Rowland 
IN THE CAPITAL 
OF THE 
HIGHLANDS 

Good Gear at reasonable 
prices and great advice 

OUTDOOR SPORTS 

60 Academy Street, 
Inverness, 
Tel: 0463-38746 
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THERMO VEST worn 
under THERMO 
SWEATER gives a 
practical alternative to 
a duvet. In Hollofil 
Banton & Co. Ltd., 
Meadow Lane, Nottingham 

56 

TopTcnt, 
Tents for Mountain, Moorland and Meadow. 

Our tents have proved rugged in all weather 
conditions and offer the Mountaineer, 
Backpacker and Hillwalker the best possible 
protection and comfort. There is a choice 
of nine models , please write for catalogue to:-

ROBERT 
SAUNDERS 
(Chigwell) Limited. 

Five Oaks Lane, CHIGWELL, 
ESSEX, England. 

Sum.mer Bag? Winter Bag? 
get the best of Both Bags 

with the NEW GEMINI 
The GEMINI consists of 2 sleeping bags filled with Dacron Hollofil. 

We feel the inner used alone is suitable for summer. The outer 
having more filling and hooded is suitable for more extended use. 

The two used together make a super winter bag. 

GEMINI OUTER/BOURNEVILLE 
(31b 3oz. average) 

GEMINI INNER/ORANGE 
(21b 9oz. average) 

GEMINI COMPLETE 
(51b 12oz. average) 

£31.90 P/P £1 

£18.00 P/P £1 

£49.90 P/P £1 

Mail Order write to our ACTON shop. 

PIDDHODJRA[J§ Expeditions, Clubs, Schools and Youth 
Organisations write for details to 363a Uxbridge Road, London W3 , 
or phone Martin Penstone on 01 -992 6641 . 



MAIL ORDERS TO 

THE 
11STRONE11 

SLEEPING BAG 
MADE FOR ALPINE SPORTS BY 

'MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT' 

OUR PRICE 
£29.95 

COLOUR - Red outer . Light blue inner 
COVER - 2 oz. Ripnop Nylon 

INNER - 95% Polyester , 5% Cotton 
• FILLING - Single layer 9 oz. HOLOFIL 

CONSTRUCTION- Sewn thru 'Box Foot: 
Mummy shaped , Differential cut 

WEIGHT - 3.2 lbs. 
SIZE - 6 ' 6" length , 2' 4" width at shoulder 
STUFFED SIZE - 14'" X 11 " 
RATING - 2 to 3 Season 

COMPLETE WITH STUFF SAC 

• As HOLOFIL is less easily compreued than 'down, 
'sewing thru' is a valid seaming method for combining 
minimal heat loss with maximum li!tltness. HOLOFIL 
also gives greater ground insulation than 'Down'. 

__ ::=[ :~ ~ c ~ 
AMAZING 

VALUE FROM 

10/ 12 HOLBORN. LONDON EC l. Tel.. 01 404 5681 ~~ffi 
~ 1port1 

Please include a standard 75p post and packing charge 

::ihop also at 
138 WESTERN ROAD . BRIGHTON. Tel. 0273 26874 

~,~ YOU'RE DOWN 
' l TO THE BONE. 

E.a:s 
·OUR PRICE 

£14·95 
ALL SIZES 

WE W'ONT SKI 
YOU ALIVE! •~ MAIL ORDERS TO f7 

10/12 HOLBCRN. LONDON ECl Toi D1 4D4 5681 0 0 
Please 1nctude a standard 75p post and packing charge 

--- 1port1 138 WESTERN ROAD. BRIGHTON. Tel. 0273 26874 

MAIL ORDERS TO 

THE 
'lLPEN11 

SLEEPING BAG 
MADE BY 

'MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT' 

OUR PRICE 
£59.95 

COLOUR -

COVER -

Black outer I Blue inner 
Red outer / Grey inner 
2 oz. Ripstop Nylon 

INNER - 2 oz. Ripstop Nylon 
FILLING - 2 lbs. New Grey Duck Down 
CONSTRUCTION - Differential cut , Wall Baffled, 

WEIGHT-
Large Bo,: Foot , Mummy-shaped. 

3.5 tbs. 
SIZE - 6' 6" length , 2' 4" width at shoulder. 
STUFFED SIZE - 15" X 9" 
RATING - 4 season 

COMPLETE WITH STUFF BAG 

AMAZING 
VALUE FROM 

10/ 12 HOLBORN. LONDON EC1 . Tel. 01 404 5681 
~~ffi 
~ 1port1 Please include a standard 75p post and packing charge 

Shop also at 
138 WESTERN ROAD. BRIGHTON. Tel. 0273 26874 

FRESH CRABS 

BONAITI 2,500 Kg SNAP ALLOY CARABINERS 
NORMALLY £1.75 EACH ~ 

4 FOR £5.00 AT O O 17 

./port.I 
THE BEST OFFER IN BRITAIN! 
MAIL ORDERS TO Please ,r.cludea standard ShOQ also., 

10/12 HOLBORN. LONDON EC1 Tel. 01 404 5681 7!;,p post and oack,r,g dlil<ye 138 WESTERN ROAD. BRIGHTON fol. 0273 26874 



core-Tex® 
laminates on Ice 
Put garments of Gore-Tex Laminates on ice, say 1000 vertical feet 
of It, on one of the highest frozen waterfalls in the world. Then 
put yourself in the position of Henry Barber and Rob Taylor, 
hanging there, 600 feet up, when the weather turns from clear and 

Vettisfossen, Arda/ Norway 
Vertical rise: Over 1000 Ft. 
Climbing time required: 18 Hrs. 

s.unny to cold rain and wind. Clothing, 
at this point, is the all important factor. 
You obviously can't change into your rainsuit. 
For these men a change was not necessary 
because they were equipped with climbing suits 
of versatile Gore-Tex laminate. 

Gore-Tex is a remarkable material that has the 
ability to prevent exterior water penetration while 
allowing interior body moisture vapor to escape 
into the atmosphere. In other words, it's waterproof 
and breathable. one garment combines the fUnctions 
of many, providing wind, storm and water protection. 
But most of all, Gore-Tex laminates can 
provide comfort under the most adverse 
conditions. Call it climate control tor ~ 
the body, but whatever you call it, 
Gore-Tex is the one that is coming 
out "on Top" with amateurs and 
professionals alike. 

Look for this tag & write 
for further information to: 

Qore•Tex 
laminate 

w. L. Gore & Associates (U K> Ltd. 
Pitreavie Industrial Estate 
oueensferrv Road 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland 



Climbing School 

The finest in U.S. and European equipment 
from Paul Ross, Bill Aughton and Frank Simon 

U.S.stockistsof J.B.Hard Hats.Clog, 
Terrordactyls, Troll, Berghaus Packs and 
Mt.Equipment. catalogue 

Bax 494, Main St., North Corr-Nay, 
New Hampshire, U.SA tel. 603.356.5287 

B9CK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
H,1ndmade of neoprene nylon, the be.st iron buckles 
Jnd copper belt rivets, hdnd set with our own spccidl 
too l . Neoprene nylon docs not ice up. Heat sca led 
edges provide further protection against ice build up. 
Will not stretch. No-time-limit guJrantce. 
Makers of the famous Chouinard Crampon Straps . Write for free catalog . 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS-2619, COLUMBIA BLVD., 
RICHMOND, CA., 94804 U.S.A. 

Photo : Andrei Zawada 

Photo
Lance 
Smith 

On the bal I with 
BERGHAUS boots 

John Merrill and his Scarpa Monte Rosa's 
= 2,500 miles together! 

Send for NEW colour leaflet to : 

l, k!!.9~~-!! 
._ _________ Telephone ,0632 23561 __ ..., 

TlRRORIJACTVlS 
TERRY KING ON THE SUMMIT OF 

KOH E MANDARAS IN THE HINDU KUSH 
AFTER COMPLETING THE 6,SOOFT. NORTH FACE 

U.S. Distributors:- Swallows Nest, Seattle, 
Climb High INC., Vermont. 

S.A.E. for Catalogue:
Peck Climbing Equipment, 
1 Freeman Road North, 
Leicester, England. 

PECK 
CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 

Printed in England by Loxley Brothers Limited, Sheffield and London 59 



NEW BOOK 

This is the enthralling story of the first ascent of Nameless Tower (20,500ft), the finest of the Trango 
Towers. The book covers the 1975 failure and the eventual success the following year by Joe Brown, 
Martin Boysen, Mo Anthoine and Malcolm Howells. 
Jim Curran, who went with the expedition to film the ascent, reflects in this book the agonies of 
climbing great difficulties at a high altitude and by readily admitting his position as a humble climber 
gives fresh insight into the whims and wonders of his all-star companions. 

To be published in October by DARK PEAK LTD., 336 Abbey Lane, Sheffield. Available through 
climbing shops and book shops, price £6.95. 
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