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Camptrails FRENEY is a specialist climbing 
sack, designed to the demanding requirements of the 
alpinist. There are no frills or gimmicks here,just 
strength, lightness and, of course, Camptrails 
professional good looks. FRENEY has the ideal shape 
and the capacity needed for handling on difficult routes. 

Camptrails packs are designed by mountaineers for 
mountaineers and fRENEY is an extendible sack with a 
fully adjustable lid and pocket, the extension being big 
enough for use in emergency bivouacs. The tapered 
shoulder straps, canvas back and removable waist belt 
ensure complete ease and comfort in the most difficult 
conditions and the tough Cordura is not only fully water 
proof but is one of the most abrasion resistant materials 
in use anywhere. Double ice axe and.crampon patch 
are also incorporated. FRENEY is a pack in the best 
Camptrails tradition, tough, light, handsome as they come. 

On steep mountain pitches or on gentle cross-country 
treks, Camptrails packs give total reliability. They're made 
for experienced climbers and they're made to last. If you 
are going to take up the challenge of the great outdoors 
take it up with Camptrails and you'll know for certain 
you've got the finest gear going anywhere. Come and see 
all our soft and frame packs at the best climbing and 
specialist outdoor shops. 

~ 

~ ~ I AMPTRAILS
GREAT OUTDOORS 

Camptrails International, Waterford Industrial tstate, Waterford, 
reland.Tel: (051) 32469/32716. 



Barclaycard and 
Access accepted . 

We supply 
THE gear eg. 

*BOOTS - Galibier Super Guide Scarpa Comici. 
*MOUNTAIN JACKETS - Henri Lloyd Glencoe, 

Berghaus Thor. 
*CRASH HATS - J.B. Super. 
*ROPES - Edelrid, Mammut, Joanny, Elite. 
* R UC KSAC KS - Berghaus Cyclops Range 
+ thousands more items all backed by a first class service, 
return of post mail order and the accepted LD reliability. 

Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET, 

-- NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Tel: 23561 

TWO SUPERB NEW BOOTS 
by Galibier 

D.SUP 
A brand new rock boot with 

12 features that make it 
without doubt the best rock 
boot available . For comfort 
and fit: - Cling rubber 
sole for maximum grip; 
Ac h i I I es tendon relief 

notch ; heavy duty canvas breathes ; sole. shaped for 
ideal fit ; genuine leather insole; ¾ sock liner absorbs 
perspiration; More lace holes for better adjustment. 
For longer life: - Thicker canvas; reinforced heel in 
leather; large ankle patches on both sides of boot; 
deeper rubber rand ; top quality Galibier workmanship. 

SUPER PRO 
A magnificent mountain 
boot - the professional 
version of the famous 
Super Guide. Uppers from 
specially toughened leather 
for maximum wear. Toe 
protected from abrasion by 
PVC cap. Otherwise iden
tical to Super Guide . 

Cata·logue on r-equest t 11 
Distributed in the UK by ro 
Spring Mill, Uppermill, Nr. Oldham OL3 6AA 
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' E1ger' Three-quarter Length Cagoule 

Take a tough, weatherproof 5 oz 
polyurethane- coated nylon. 

Add the kind of hood only 
Chris Bonmgton could have 
helped design. With 
wmdcutts that fasten with 
velcro. And a map pocket 
that fastens with velqo 
and zip. Not only sew the 
seams, but dope them too. 

Offer colours 1n orange, 
royal and red. And s,zes 
from extra-small to 
extra-large. 
The result? One of the 
biggest value cagoul€s 
you ' ll ever find. 
M atch ing ove r-trousers 
also ava ilable. 

Send for our free , 
full colour brochure 

and address 
of your 

Belstaff International Ltd., 
Caroline Street, Longton , 

Stoke-on -Trent , 
Staffs ST31DD. 

GOOD 
GEAR for 
HARD ROCK 
from 

JIE 
111■11 
LLANBERIS 327 
CAPEL CURIG 205 
JOE BROWN, MENA! HALL, LLANBERIS, GWYNEDD 
JOE BROWN, THE CLIMBING SHOP, CAPEL CURIG, GWYNEDD 

QUALITY 
MOUNTAINEERING 
ON THE 
BEACH 



"This new VANGO bag's gonna rock Gladstone" 

UADliD 
FOR LITERATURE ON FORCE TEN & KINGFISHER RIDGE TENTS , BOOTS , RUCKSACKS & STOVES , CONTACT BRITAIN 'S LEADING GEAR SPECIALIST 

VANGO (SCOTLAND) LTD ., 47 COLVEND ST., GLASGOW G40 4DH . TEL: 041 - 556 7621 



Chamonix 

Cotton has long been the climbers' 
Favourite in Europe. Many 
climbers often write asking for 
more choice of cotton sacs with
out realising our full range. 
Illustrated above is a selectirm of three 
climbing sacs, all in full weight 15 oz. 
cotton duck. 

CHAMONIX 

A functional , well priced climbing sac. 
Ideally suited to a day on the local out
crops in Summer or to the rigors of the 
'Ben' in Winter. 

Features include double base, twin ice 
axe fittings, crampon 'roll' and 50 mm. 
waist strap fitting . 

Specification: 
Height : 65 cm. Fabric: 15oz.Cot. 
Width: 35 cm. Colour : Blue. 
Capacity: 45 litres. Weight : 1000 gm. 
PRICE: £12.95. 

AIGUILLE 
A traditional sac with full chrome 
grain leather base as standard . 

Aiguille ·" 

Pamir 

12" full weight extension, cotton 
back and flap pocket with crampon 
patch. It can also be fitted to a fram e. 

Specification: 
Height: 60-80cm. Fabric : 15oz.Cot. 
Width: 3f cm . Colour: Blue. 
Capacity : 45+15Iit. Weight :.1230 gm. 

PRICE: £19.90 

PAMIR 

A large capacity cotton climbing 
sac incorporating many features. 
Includes tapered padded back for 
improved comfort, flap pocket 
with crampon patch, map pocket 
under flap, 12" closure, ski / 
pocket fittings and 50mm loops 
for attaching waist strap. 
Can also be fitted to a frame. 

Specification: 

Height: 70 cm. Colour: Blue 
Width: 42 cm. Weight: 1580 gm. 
Capacity: 65 litres. 
Fabric : 15 oz.Cotton. 
PRICE: £22.95 

For further details, send for our fully illustrated price list and digest to : Mrs.M.Long, Karrimor International Ltd., Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes. 



core-Tex® 
laminates on Ice 
Put garments of Gore-Tex Laminates on ice, say 1000 vertical feet 
of it, on one of the highest frozen waterfalls in the world. Then 
put yourself in the position of Henry Barber and Rob Taylor, 
hanging there, 600 feet up, when the weather turns from clear and 

Vettisfossen, Arda/ Norway 
Vertical rise: over 1000 Ft. 
Climbing time required: 18 Hrs. 

s.unny to cold rain and wind. Clothing, 
at this point, is the all important factor. 
You obviously can·t change into your rainsuit. 
For these men a change was not necessary 
because they were equipped with climbing suits 
of versatile Gore-Tex laminate. 

Gore-Tex is a remarkable material that has the 
ability to prevent exterior water penetration while 
allowing interior body moisture vapor to escape 
into the atmosphere. In other words, it's waterproof 
and breathable. one garment combines the fUnctions 
of many, providing wind, storm and water protection. 
But most of all, Gore-Tex laminates can 
provide comfOrt under the most adverse 
conditions. Call it climate control fer ~ 
the body, but whatever you call it, 
Gore-Tex is the one that is coming 
out "on Top" with amateurs and 
professionals alike. 

Look for this tag & write 
for further information to: 

w. L. Gore & Associates cu Kl Ltd. 
Pitreavie Industrial Estate 
Queensferry Road 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland 



. SPECIAL ~ N O S ~O iTS 
SLEEPING BAG OFFERS~ 

PlnDICODTRA[T5 373 Uxbridge Rd, Acton W3. 
For those in charge of bulk buying for clubs, 
schools, institutions etc. Don 't forget to send for 
your copy of the Pindicontracts FREE Brochure 
for fantastic discounts. 

'I 

Normal Price Offer Price * RAMBLER 4Ib -f 2 2 oe- £16 ·90 
Fiberfill 2 

*20WINKS 3Ib 12oz -f 3 3 5e £27·50 
P3 * BEDOUIN 3Ib 5oz ..f3 2 se- £26·50 
Hollofil 

*SHETLAND 3Ib 12 oz ..f14 gs- £11 ·95 
Terylene * WHARFEDALE L2 31b -f 49 25- £33 ·25 
Down / Feather * FITZROY 4Ib4oz -£39 ei& £32·50 
Hollofil * NIMBUS 
2Ib 12oz -f66 se- £47·50 
Duck down 

*TOBERMORV 4Ib 12oz -f42 ~ £34·50 
Hollofil 

1111~11111 1111011111S1111~ lllliTS 
Mail Order ACTON SHOP (Cheque with order+£1 pi p) 

-------------~ 373 Uxbridge Road, Acton W3. Tel: 01-992 6641 
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NOW AVAILABLE-FREE 
1978 Pindisports Equipment Poster 
for Backpackers and Climbers. 

14 Holborn, London ECl. Tel : 01-242 3278 
1098 Whitgift Centre, Croydon, Surrey. Tel: 01-688 2667 
27-29 Martineau Square, Bi rmingham. Tel: 021-236 9383 
5 Welsh Back, Bristol. Te! 0272-2115 77 



promise you happy toes 
Live in peace with your feet. Twenty miles or 5000 feet - keep your 
toes smiling, your pocket too, with these fine value, comfortable boots. 
Excellent materials, design and workmanship in every pair and styles 
and sizes to suit everyone. See them at all good gear shops or write for 
colour leaflet now. 

ILLUSTRATED TOP: 'STRATOS' 
L TO R: 'ISOLA'; 'VENOSTA'; 'VISO' 

MUNARI Boots are made in Italy and distributed in Britain by 
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INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL O1 MOUNTAINEERINC 
LEYSIN -
SWITZERLAND 

Peter Boardman 
Director 

ISM 
Send for 1977 course 
details to : 

CLUB VAGABOND, 
1854 LEYSIN, 
SWITZERLAND 

,:~-~~-~- - .. 
. . - - . ·--:··, ,, .. -_ 
,· }-.:--:· ., .-- /i ~ -~ ·-. ,· 

~fl:_~--~~~--'-_,,--~ 
: .. ~---



Nevada Huascaron, the highest peak in Peru (22 ,600 ft.) . Photo: Jack Miller 

THE NORTH FACE has been designing and manufacturing outdoor equipment with the serious 
mountaineer in mind for over ten years. Our packs, tents, sleeping bags, and functional clothing 
are made to withstand the rigors of the Alps, the Andes or the Himalayas. Before outfitting 
your next expedition write us for our catalogue and details on European availability. THEI\ 
1234 FIFTH STREET, BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94 710 U.S.A. NORTH I 

FACEI 
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GREATER HIMALAYA , 

47 New Peaks on Nepalese Lists 
NEPAL 
The Nepalese government 
have added 47 new peaks to 
the lists of those available for 
climbing. Among them are 
Gyachunkang, Omi Kangri, 
Chamlang, the Ganesh Himal 
group, Gaurishankar, Nilgiri 
and the very fine peaks in the 
Khumbu area - Baruntse, 
Thamserku, Kangtega, Numbur 
and Arna Dablam. 
The new peaks are divided 
into four categories defining 
the types of climbers eligible 
for access. 
The first group are for Nepal
ese expeditions only. The 
second group are open to 
foreign expeditions after 
Nepalese expeditions have 
tried or to expeditions with 
Nepalese members (probably 
a quarter to a third of the 
members would have to be 
Nepalese to meet the require
ments). The third group are 
straight additions to the 
present expedition I ist. The 
fourth group are available for 
tourist trekking and climbing 
holidays. 
This last group will operate 
under new rules to be announ
ced by the Nepal Mountain
eering Association. No rules 
exist yet, and they would not 
come into force before Autumn 
1978. However, the rules 
seem likely to include regist
ering and obtaining permission 
from the NMA. A plan would 
have to be filed and a fee 
(probably 50 US dollars per 
head) paid. In addition the trips 
would have to be booked 
through a trekking/expedition 
agency registered with the 
NMA, who would also act as 
agents to supply a sirdar/ 
cook/liaison officer for each 
party. 
These regulations are not 
written yet, but it is to be 
feared that the hand of bureau
cracy will fall as heavily on 
Nepal as it has done on the 
Western Himalayan areas, with 
resultant confusion, restric
tion and expense. 
The full list of peaks is given 
below. Applications for the 
trekking list peaks should be 
made to the NMA, and a 
reservation system will apply; 
for all other peaks the exist
ing procedure should be 
followed. 
Group 1: Nala Kankar 
(21,768ft); Changla (22,031); 
Gurja Himal (23,599); 
Bhrikuti (22,047); Chamar 
(23,546); Dorje Lakpa 
(22,933); Kerolung (21,919); 
Gyachungkang (25,990); 
Omi Kangri (25,990); Jong
sang (24,517). 
Group 2: Chamlang 
(24,013ft); Ganesh Himal I, 

~ -c l 

7'l 
Above:_ The Mehra Peaks south of Kantega. Many of the mountains added to the Nepalese list ~re very 
attract1v1:. The re_fat,ve ease of access to many of them opens up new possibilities for small, alpine-style 
ascents tn the Himalaya. Photo: Alf Gregory. Below: the line of the Dutch ascent of the North Face of 
Annapurna 1 which was reported in Mountain 59. The route is relatively free from objective danger. It is not 
clear how it relates to the Spanish ascent made in 1974. Photo: A.A. Verrijn-Stuart. 

II, Ill, IV, V (24,294, 23,458 
23,399, 23,300, 22,801); 
Gaurishankar (23,455); 
Langtang Lirung (23,773). 
Group 3: Baruntse (23,687 
ft); Thamserku (21,729); 
Kangtega (23,339); Numbur 
(22,815); "Fang" (25,088); 
Tillicho (23,399); Nilgiri 
North, Central, South (23,166, 
22,769, 22,437); Kanguru 
(23,000); Arna Dablam 
(22,493). 
Group 4: Island Peak 
(20, 187ft); Paldor Peak 
(19,337); Tent Peak (18,044); 
Hiunchuli (20,790); Fluted 
Peak (20,964); Ramdung 
(19,754); Pharchamo (20,610); 
Mera Peak (21,099); Mera 
Peak (19,094); Kusum 
Kangru (20,895); Gangja La 
Chuli (19,048); Pokhalde 
(19,048); Mardi H imal 
(18,225); Lobuje (20,075); 
Kangde (20,321); Pisang 
(19,983); Chulu West, East 
(21,752, 20,341). 

GARWHAL 

Changabang (22,520 ft_) 
1hree members of a five-man 
Australian team failed by a 
mere 150ft to climb the 
mountain in late September. 
After two climbers had re
treated with illness, the 
remaining three climbed to 
the Kalanka Col via a camp 
at 20,000ft. After a bivvy in 
a snowhole at 22,000ft, the 
deteriorating weather and snow 

conditions made the summit 
cornice unclimbable and they 
retreated in good order over 
two days. None of the 
climbers had been outside 
Australia before. 

Tharkot (20,010 ft.) 
Twenty-four members of a 
29-rnan, four-woman Japanese 
party climbed the mountain 
from the Murigthini Glacier 
side between October 4 and 
6. The neighbouring Banoti 
(18,520ft) was also climbed 

by 24 of the team. 
The leader, Makato Hara, who 
led the Makalu South-East 
Ridge expedition in 1970, had 
collected the members of the 
expedition from all over 
Japan for tra ining to high 
altitude. He experimented 
with acclimat isation technique 
- his success can be judged 
by the rapid altitude gain to 
19 ,500ft made in five days by 
newcomers to the Himalaya . 
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KARAKORAM 

Pruppoo Burkh (c 23,000 ft.) 
This peak is about two miles 
south-west of Chogolisa. It 
was climbed by its North-West 
Ridge from a base camp on 
the Chogolisa Glacier by a 
13-man Japanese team led by 
Hiroaki Akiyami. After the 
establishment of four camps, 
the summit was reached on 
July 14 by four members of 
the team. A second summit 
team was successful on the 
22nd. The name of the 
mountain, previously unnamed, 
means "Having three import
ant meanings" in Balti, and 
is now accepted by the 
Pakistani authorities . 

HINDU KUSH 
Koh e Bandaka (22,450 ft.) 
The height quoted in 
Mountain 58 appears to be 
incorrect . The most widely 
accepted height is 22,450ft . 

Koh e Shakhaur (23,347 ft.) 
Polish parties climbed two fine 
new lines on this mountain in 
August. Aleksander Lwow, 
Jerzy Pietkewicz and 
Krzysztof Wielicki took four 
days to climb the left-hand 
pillar of the North Wall - the 
middle section of the North
East Face . The 10,000ft face 
was climbed on August 9-13. 
Between August 12 and 16, 
Janusz Kulis, Stanislaw 
Wactow and Jerzy Wilkonski 
climbed the right hand pillar 
of the same wall, giving a 
6,500ft route. Roman Bieniek, 

CANADA 

left: the Polish route on the right hand pillar on the North-West face of Koh e Shakhaur. Right: the Polish 
route on the central pillar of the North-East face of Koh e Shakhaur. Photos: Janusz Kulis. 

Bogdan Strzelsk i and 
Ryszard Urbanik climbed the 
5,250ft North Wall of Koh e 
Uparisina on August 17-18, 
and then took two further 
days to descend the difficult 
East Ridge of the mountain . 

In the Zebak Group the 
Manchester Hindu Kush 
Expedition climbed some 

seven peaks in July and August . 
The longest climb was the 
3,000ft North-East Buttress 
of Sare Kalan (Warhead). The 
TD rock climb was done on 
August 17 by Richard Thomas, 
John Vogel and Ian Nightin
gale. 

The Catalan Hindu Kush 
Expedition climbed the West 

Face of Ml on August 3-7. 
The 4,000ft route was climbed 
by Emili Civis and Jaume 
Bonaventure, with difficult-
ies including 50-60 degree ice 
and snow. 

Correspondents: Cheney, 
Noble, Cieplinska, Bmiak, 
Eastwood and Vila. 

Lotus FlowerTower Climbed Free 
Arctic Canada 
Ned Gillette, Doug Wiens, 
Allan Bard, and Chuck 
Schulz completed a 450-

Logan Mountains 
Between August 3 and 6 three 
Shawangunk climbers com
pleted the first free ascent of 
the Frost/McCarthy/Bill Route 
on the Lotus Flower Tower. 
Mark Robinson, Sandy 
Stewart, and Steven Levin 
graded the 24 pitches VI, 
5.10+, so making it one of the 
few all-free grade-six climbs 
in the world. Absolutely no 
aid was used on the climb, 
and each member of the 
party free-climbed every pitch . 
Only one leader fall was taken 
(on the overhang) and there 
was no sieging or other 
monkey business . The first 
300ft. of the climb gave the 
first 5.10+ climbing, though 
it may be easier if the rock 
is dry . The upper wall above 
the large bivvy ledge gave 
intricate face climbing on small 
nubbins (5 .9 / 5 .10). The second 
crux area of 5.1 0+ was at the 
second overhang, which was 
climbed about 10ft. right of 
the aid line. Above this a 
wet section again gave prob
lems before the last easier 
pitches were reached. 
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Two Austrian parties who 
climbed and filmed the 
route before and after the 
free ascent confirmed that 
the weather was wet and 
that this hindered climbing . 
Karl Kosa , Erich Lackner, 
Erwin Weilguny, Ernst Mach
acek and Gustav Ammerer 
also made six first ascents in 
the area. The South Face of 
Middle Huey's Spire was 
climbed by Kosa, Weilguny 
and Lackner at VI, A2/A3 
(1,000ft .). The South-East 
Face of Flat Top was climbed 
by the same party, giving a 
1,650ft. climb at V+ , A2/A3 . 
Helga and Rudi Lindner, 
who also did the Lotus 
Flower Tower, climbed the 
South Buttress of Phanocryst 
(V+, A2, 2,000ft . ). Machacek 
and Ammerer climbed the 
South-East Diedre of Bustle 
Tower and theSouth-West 
Wall of its Sub-Peak. The 
Diedre was V+, A2 with one 
pitch of Vl- (1,350ft.) and 
the Sub-Peak route was 700ft., 
grade VI. Finally, on August 
19-20 Kosa, Ammerer and 
Weilguny made the first 

ascent of the North-East Wall 
of Proboscis at VI- with one 
pitch of VI. (1,650ft.). 
Bill Webster, Steve Stine and 
Bill Gibson climbed a new 
line up the east-facing Guard
ian Buttress of Terrace Tower. 
The route involved 12 pitches 
of 5 .7 and A2 . The only major 
wall still unclimbed would 
appear to be the South-East 
Wall of Parrot Beak Peak. 
All the parties in the area 
this summer reported that 
the amount of garbage left by 
parties visiting the Cirque of 
the Unclimbables is reaching 
unacceptable levels (see No. 59 
Letters). How anyone can be 
so unimpressed by the area 
as to mistake it for a rubbish 
dump is a mystery. 

Canadian Rockies 
Joe Kaelin and Bill Pilling 
made the third ascent of the 
right-hand route on Mt. 
Kitchener's North Face. The 
ascent was hampered by the 
fact that Pilling broke his ice
axe just above the bergschrund, 
so the two days' climbing 
time was spread over three . 

mile ski trip around the north
ern tip of Ellesmere Island, 
only 474 miles from the 
North Pole. Starting in mid
April, the 52 day trip was 
accomplished with no food 
caches or air drops; all food 
and gear was carried on 8ft . 
long fibreglass sleds, each man 
pulling his own sled. Extreme
ly lightweight skis (47mm. 
wide), three-pin bindings, and 
light cross country shoes were 
worn . The four skied on the 
frozen ocean much of the 
way, finding many 20ft. to 
40ft. pressure ridges of ice on 
the Robeson Channel between 
Greenland and Ellesmere. 
After rounding the northern 
tip of the island the route 
turned south across the 
interior ice cap, which rose to 
5,000ft. Seven peaks, up to 
7,000ft. elevation were 
climbed. After the 52-day 
sled trip a further month was 
spent at a Base Camp enjoy
ing the coming of spring and 
summer to the high Arctic. 

Baffin Island 
A three-man Canadian team 



visited the Pangnirtung Pass 
region in August. Barry 
Nelson, Ken Hunter and 
Frank Gordon were repulsed 
from an attempt on the South 
Face of the West Rib of Mt. 
Turnweather by rockfall and 
overhangs, after climbing 
some 1,300ft. of a 55 deg. ice 
and snow gully, and six rock 
pitches at 5.9. Hunter and 
Gordon were then successful 
in establishing a rock route 
up a shallow cirque on the 
west side of Gauntlet Peak. 
They ran out 21 pitches at 
5.9 and above, reaching the 
western summit late in the 
evening. The descent, involv
ing a bivouac in garbage bags, 
took place in freezing rain 
and sleet. 
British Columbia 
Two notable repeats were 

UNITED STATES 

completed in the autumn. 
Flavelle and Dave Lane did 
the second ascent of Up 
from the Skies (V, 5.9, A4) 
in two and a half days, 
apparently expanding their 
minds as well as the flakes of 
which the route largely 
consists. Shortly after, Steve 
Sutton made a solo second 
ascent of the Sheriff's Badge: 
no further details. 
Last spring Anders Ourom 
managed several new routes 
between bouts of poor 
weather. The first, Seasoned 
in the Sun (5.10-), is a one 
pitch finger-hand crack cleaned 
on rappel and climbed the same 
day, with Dave Lane. In July, 
Peter Peart and Ourom 
established a two-pitch slab 
climb on a small slab above the 
Apron which they not in-

Joshua Tree 
Developments 
Joshua Tree 
There has been much explor
ation in the area. New routes 
are popping up all over the 
place and the scope seems 
limitless for the moment. A 
partial list of new routes is 
published below, but details 
are available from (and should 
be sent to) Randy Vogel, 
1252 Peacock Hill Drive, 
Santa Anna, Ca., 92705, who 
is engaged in producing a 
supplement to the guide -
which is only about a year 
old. Already over 100 new 
climbs have been recorded, 
of which these are but a few. 
Imaginary Voyage (5.11) is 
a spectacular roof climb by 
John Long and Richard 
Harrison. Bird on a Wire, by 
Dave Evans, Kevin Powell and 
Dan Ahlborn, is a 400ft. 
crack at 5.1 Ob and Taxman, 
by Powell amd Ahlborn, is a 
steep, uniform crack at the 
same standard. Lennard's 
Coarse and Buggy is a 5.11 c 
free climb of the old A2 Left 
Out, with much stalwart 
bridging. Ebbe Gebbe, by 
Mike Wah and Dave Houser 
(5.10+), is a very steep and 
continuous face climb, as is 
Solid Gold (5.1 0a). Herb 
Laeger, Jim Wilson, Ed 
Ehrenfeld, Jon Lonne and 
Mike Jaffe were the frist 
ascensionists on Solid Gold, 
which is already reputed to be 
one of the finest face routes 
anywhere. My Laundry, by 
Wilson, Laeger and Chris 
Wegner, takes an easier (5.8) 
line up the Solid Gold Wall. 
Swept Away (Dave Evans and 
Randy Vogel, 5.11 a) is a two
pitch face route with over
hanging rock beneath the 

climber's feet. Dazed and 
Confused (5.9) and Welcome 
to Joshua Tree (5.1 Ob) are 
two more fine face routes, 
but Room to Schroom (5.9) 
by Dave Evans and Jim 
Angione is a Yosemite-like 
clean curving crack. Two 
more face routes worthy of 
mention are Church Bazaar 
(5.10b) by Wah and Houser, 
which goes from the Deviate 
Ledge on Old Woman Rock, 
and Belle Dance (5.1 0d) by 
Jaffe, Vogel and Dennis 
Knuckles, which climbs the 
formerly virgin summit next 
to Castle Rock in the Belle 
campground. The number and 
standard of the routes is 
impressive. 
The Wonderland of Rocks 
has been getting considerable 
attention from local climbers 
recently. New routes in this 
area include, on the Astro
Dome, Such A Savage (5.11 c) 
by Spencer Lennard and 
Craig Fry - continuously 
difficult face climbing for two 
pitches about 60ft left of 
Solid Gold, reminiscent of 
Suicide Rock in quality. A 
very hard layback pitch to 
the right of Such A Savage, 
Piggie Pugg (5.11 a), was 
climbed by Lennard and Chris 
Robbins. 
Across the valley from the 
Astro-Domes, on a forma
tion called the Freak Brothers 
Dome, Safe Muffins (5.9) was 
established by Randy Vogel 
and Dave Evans; this route 
takes the obvious central 
crack and face. 
Other routes in this area 
include Rockwork Orange 
(5.11), an overhanging corner 
near Barker Dam, by Tony 

appropriately named A 
Question of Balance; this 
involved long runouts of 
continuous 5.9 and easy 5.10 
and has already had several 
repeats. Robin Barley and 
Ourom made a new but 
highly contrived climb near 
Amphitheatre (Goblindom, 
5.10). A visiting Coloradan 
snatched two routes from the 
locals, both one-pitch: Clean 
Crack (5.10+), a vicious 
fingertip crack on the Male
mute, and Dream Weaver, 
(5.10) at the base of Dream 
On. 
During last winter Scott 
Flavelle, partnered by several 
seconds, worked at a new 
route between Uncle Ben's 
and Ten Years After. Even
tually, after climbing a number 
of hard pitches on a variety 

Yaniro, Mike Waugh and Nick 
Badyrka . Point of No Return 
(5.1 0d, Waugh, Yaniro and 
Randy Leavitt) involves 
difficult undercling moves 
under a large roof. Ricky's 
Crack (5.11) was overcome 
by Yaniro and Waugh on 
what they thought was a 
second ascent, because of a 
fixed nut above the crux roof. 
In the Hidden Valley Camp
ground area Safety in Numbers 
(5.10a), a short face route on 
the back of the Blob, was done 
by Waugh, Vogel, Mike 
Lechlinski, Fry, Dick Shock
ley and Jerry Garcia. East 
Crossing Direct has been led 
free by Yaniro, who thought 
it to be more difficult than 
most Joshua Tree 5.11 s. The 
Fang, an aid route on Old 
Woman Rock, was also led 
free by Yaniro with Waugh 
and Dave Houser following, 
at 5.11 a: fal Is were taken on 
doubtful pins which lend 
to the committing feeling that 
the route provides. 
A very hard thin crack was 
toproped by Lennard near 
the Comic Book. Called Brain 
Death, it is thought to be 
hard 5.12; the moves are so 
strenuous and committing 
that leading it is thought 
next to impossible. 
On the south face of the 
middle summit of Saddle 
Rock, a one-pitch face route 
was named after the now 
defunct Boom Boom Room 
(5.9, Vogel, Dianne Brown 
and Charles Cole). This bar 
was once a landmark for 
people visiting the Monument. 
At Hound Rocks several new 
routes have been done. They 
include the Baskerville Cracks 
- the Right being 5.1 0a (by 
John Long and Janet Wilts) 
and the Left 5.1 0c ( Long and 
Dan Dingle) - and Tossed 
Green (5.10a) a thin crack 
which climbs the obvious 
line just left of White 
Powder. This was done by 

of dykes, flakes and knife
blade cracks, he returned on 
his fixed ropes and soloed the 
final three easier pitches. This 
route, Humpty Dumpty (V, 
5.6, A5) is the most difficult 
aid climb on the Chief to 
date. The second ascent 
party (Dave L~e and another) 
confirmed its difficulty, 
taking six hours to lead the 
crux pitch. Local climbing 
opinion is that the route is 
only slightly marred by its 
use of a fair number of bolts, 
bathooks and rivets, and the 
fact that the two adjoining 
routes are only 50ft. away on 
each side. 
Correspondents: Jotterand, 
Wiens, Nelson, Pilling, Levin, 
Lackner, Webster, Ourom. 

Long, Vogel, Lechlinski, Fry, 
and Mari Gingery. On the 
nearby Cliffs of Dover are 
Make or Break Flake (5.1 Ob, 
Fry, Vogel, Long, Lechlinski, 
and Gingery); Jack of Hearts 
(5.9, Long and Wilts); 
Popular Mechanics (5.9, 
Gingery, Lechlinski and Long) 
and Ace of Spades (5.9, 
Lechlinski, Long and Fry). 
In Belle Campground, Belle 
Lugossi was finally done free 
(5.11) by Fry and Vogel, and 
a one-pitch face route called 
That Old Soft Shoe (5.10a) 
was done by Herb Laeger, 
Houser, and Jan McCollum. 
It lies to the right of Belle 
Lugossi. 
A free route on the rather 
impressive needle of the Lost 
Pencil was accomplished by 
Jon Lonne and Dennis 
Johnson: Indian Giver (5.10b). 

Correspondents: Lewis, Vogel. 

THE ANDES 

CORDI LLERA U RU BAMBA 

Qujoc (16,404 ft.) 
British climbers Ray Sharples 
and Richard Toon, and Amer
ican Tom Hendrickson, made 
the first ascent of this peak 
(formerly known as Punta de 
Lanzadera) involving rock 
up to grade IV, with an overall 
grade of AD. 

Nevado Waqaywilki 
(19,336 ft.) 
On this peak (alias Veronica, 
Padre Eterno or Huacrahuilki) 
Toon and Hendrickson made 
the fifth overall ascent: it is 
the highest peak in the area. 
Their route fol lowed the long 
South-West Rib, all previous 
ascents being made from the 
north, and took seven days 
(including two for the descent), 
with ice pitches of up to 
Scottish grade IV. 
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CORDILLERA BLANCA 

The French party operating 
here last summer (see Moun
tain 58) made a new route on 
the North-West Face of 
Nevada Chopicalqui. 
CORDILLERA REAL 
Nevado lllimani (21,155 ft.) 
Jack Miller and Del Young 
made a 10-day, alpine style 
first ascent of the North-East 
Ridge in July 1977. On the 
West Face, to the left of the 
normal route to the South 
Summit, a new climb was 
made by the emigre Spanish 
guide, Jose Elloriaga, with his 
client Manfred Abelein from 
Germany. 
Correspondents: Toon and 
Miller. 

AUSTRALIA 

Queensland 
On Frog Buttress, Rick 
McGregor and Graeme Rox
burgh put up Right Side of 
the Shield (20) and Rack and 
Ruin (20), between Which Art 
in Heaven and Lord of the 
Flies, and also made a free 
ascent of Epic Journey (22). 
At the right-hand end of the 
cliff, Rick White led another 
groove problem, Run With 
the Pack (22), and on the 
Tough Mama wall, White and 
Egg Everett added Black 
Magic Woman (22). Nie 
Taylor's test piece, Broken 
Wings (22) was repeated by 
Fred From, who also added 
Hard Headed Woman (18) and 
Dragon Woman (20), both 
with Kevin Pearl. 

New South Wales 
In the Blue Mountains, at 
Med/ow Bath, Ajax Greene 
and Greg Child climbed a 
fierce, overhanging crack, The 
Wake of the Flood (23). At 
Wirindi Mike Law and Colin 
Reece followed the arete to 
the right of Great Unwashed 

, ,, 
1J ~ --

to give Up and Coming (22). 
At Zig-Zag, Matt Dunstan 
made a free ascent of the 
roof problem, Transcendental 
Meditation (22), and at 
Narrow Neck, Mike Law and 
Andrew Penny eliminated the 
aid from both Rising Sun 
(18) and Shogun (16). At 
Wogan Valley, Law and 
Tempest climbed Sunny 
Corner (22), reputedly "crux 
after crux of class climbing", 
and Law and Taylor added 
Pipeline (21 ). 
In the Northern Tablelands, 
at Ebor, interest in both 
sides of the waterfall has been 
shown by Armida le climbers 
and many new routes have 
been added, one of which is 
a grade 21 off-width crack by 
Joe Friend. 
At Mt. Kaputar Dick Curtis 
and Brian Birchall have added 
three fine new routes between 
Tigger and Bottled Neat: 
Horrendous Experience ( 18), 
Micawber (21) and Air Raid 
(20). On Governor, Friend 
climbed through the big 
roofs to the right of Sago 
Entree, to give Sky Pilot (20). 
A.C.T. 
McGregor repeated Lassman's 
difficult route, at Booroomba, 
Jack o'Diamonds, and found 
it to be about grade 21. 
McGregor also repeated Steele 
Breeze, placing a bolt for 
protection on the second 
pitch. McGregor and Rox
burgh also added Grimble 
Grumble (20), which climbs 
the slab to the left of Further 
Out. At Leggoland, Ajax 
Greene and John Smart put 
up Easy Wind (21 ), which 
was repeated soon after b1/ 
McGregor. 

Victoria 
The recent developments at 
Mr. Buffalo, reported in 
Mountain 55, continue 
unabated, with several new 
routes. On the north side of 
the gorge Dave Gawins and 

Above: Kim Carrigan on the first ascent of Me and My Shadow (18) in 
the Wolgan Valley, Photo: C. Baxter. 
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Reg Marron climbed the 
lower half of the big face left 
of Ozymandias, to give 
Knocking on Heaven's Door 
(M5) - another important 
addition to the growing list 
of north wall routes. On the 
south side, Kevin Lindoff and 
Ken Rosebury put up Wake 
in Fright (20), and Glen 
Tempest and friends added 
Jumping Jack Flash (20,M2) 
and The Short Reach (20). 
On the eastern wal I, The 
Adolf Hitler Memorial Buttr
ess (22) was led by Greg 
Child, Coral Bowman and 
Chris Peisker. 
At Mt. Arapiles every Henry 
Barber route has now been 
repeated, the most recent 
being Red Baron, climbed by 
Ajax Greene and John Smart, 
who upgraded the route to 23. 
Tempest and Lindorff climb
ed a spectacular variation to 
Kachoong which takes a 12ft 
roof (22). It was repeated 
shortly after by Andrew 
Thomson, who led the route 
twice for a TV film. On the 
Pharos, Tempest and Lindorff 
eliminated most of the 
remaining aid from Trojan, 
regrading it 24 MO. In King 
Rat Gully Tempest and Rod 
Young added Cruel Consist
ency (20), and Thomson and 
Nie Taylor climbed the right 
arete of Electric Warrior, 
Droop Street (21 ). Tempest 
and Lindorff also climbed 
Going for the One (21 ), and 
on Bluff Minor they added 
Violent Crumble (21 ). 
At Mr. Stapylton, Tempest 
freed both Benn Gun (20) 
and Asterisk (19), and with 
Lindorff added Starstruck (21 ), 
which climbs a prominent 
scoop left of Germinal. 
Tempest, and Lindorff also 
freed Vosaxis at Mt. Rosea, 
adding a direct finish (17), 
and they also put up National 
Acrobat (22). Thomson and 
Taylor climbed Fear and 
Loathing (21 ), which starts 
up the old aid route, Solitude, 
and to the left of this Chris 
Baxter freed his own route 
Holocaust (20). On the 
Second Dial, Tim Bearman 
and Roland Pauligk have add
ed a number of new routes, 
the hardest being San Fran
cisco Bay Area Bombers (20), 
and finally, on Barbican 
Rocks, Baxter and Mike 
Stone climbed the steep wall 
right of The Last Grain Race 
to give La Mer (20). 

South Australia 
Col Reece has been active in 
the Flinders Ranges, at 
Moonarie, and one of his best 
routes is Rip Off (M6). This 
is a fierce aid climb, and one 
section involves a succession 
of moves on four shaky rurps. 

Correspondents: Baxter and 
Friend. 

THE ALPS 

MONT BLANC 

Grand Capucin: E. Face 
Jean-Claud Drayer has 
climbed the Bonatti Route 
with only nine points of aid 
in the 15 rope lengths after 
the cave: one on the fourth 
pitch, one on the traverse 
leading to the "40 metre wall", 
four on the wall and three in 
the area near the "third 
Bonatti Bivouac". Protection 
was taken from about 50 of 
the in-situ pegs. Climbing in 
EBs, Drayer found the climb 
the most difficult he had done 
in the Alps. There were four 
or five pitches which he 
rates as worthy of British 5b, 
three or four worth 5c and 
two maybe slightly harder. 
The climbing was mainly lay
backs, thin cracks and wall 
moves, all on superb rock. 
Also last summer, Drayer 
managed to dispense with all 
but six of the pitons on the 
Comici Route on the Cima 
Grande di Lavaredo. As he 
was guiding in boots at the 
time, his statement that the 
climb will go completely free 
seems believable. 

Grand Pilier d'Angle 
The Peterson/Fisher line 
described in Mountain 58 now 
appears to be almost identical 
to that taken by the Boivin/ 
Vallencant climb made in 
1975. The line is substantially 
harder than the Cecchinel/ 
Nomine. 
Mont Blanc du Tacul 
The report in Mountain 58 
that the Albinoni/Gabarrou 
Route on the North East Face 
Annexe was not ED but TD 
is confirmed by Patrick 
Gabarrou. His original grade 
was TD inf, and it appears as 
such in the second edition of 
volume 1 of the Vallot Guide. 
Apart from the fast ascent by 
Gordon Smith and "Jeff" 
already reported, two French 
parties climbed the East Face 
of this peak in less than one 
day during September 1977. 
The fast times for the repeat 
ascents were due more to the 
good condition of the climb 
in the unusual conditions of 
1977 than to the presence of 
the fixed rope from the 
previous winter on the first 
rock band. The ice in the 
upper couloir was softer than 
usual and so speeded climbing. 

Aig. du Plan: W. Face 
It appears that there are now 
three ways of starting the 
Gabarrou/Picard-Deyme 
Route. Instead of the original 
line on steep hard mixed 
ground, it is also possible to 
climb a steep snow and ice 
ramp to the right, or the 
intervening rocky buttress. 
All take about the same 
amount of time, but the 



relative difficulties vary with 
the conditions prevalent, 
especially the amount of snow 
lying on the rocks. 
Aig. du Midi: W.Face 
The West Couloir was climbed 
for the first time at the end 
of December 1977 by 
Emmanuel Schmutz and J-P 
Chassagne in eight hours. The 
couloir is to the right of the 
Mo/lier Pillar and is reported 
to be similar in standard to the 
Gervasutti Couloir of Mont 
Blanc du Tacul. The probable 
reason for its remaining un 
climbed for so long is the 
dangerous serac barrier at the 
bottom. 

Grand Jorasses: Croz Spur 
This route was soloed for the 
first time in winter by Yves 
Ghirardini - a formidable 
feat which took three days, 
in early January 1978. 

BERNESE OBER LAND 

Lauterbrunnen Breithorn 
On August 6 Craig Zaspel and 
Sepp Mergeart climbed a new 
finish to the Sempf/Markl 
Route. The last 300m of the 
variant follow the central 
ice face to the left of the 
original line. 
Eiger: N. Face 
The second ascent, and first 
winter one, of the Scottish 
Route on the North Pillar 
was made over five days in 
the second half of January by 
Jiri Benes and Jan Kreh. They 
started at 4.0am on the 17th 
and finished ·at midday on 
the 21st. 

BREGAGLIA 

Piz Badile: N .W. Wall 
Ruedi Hornberger and Paul 
Muggli made the second 
ascent of the Chiara Pillar on 
July 17 (see Mountain 55 for 
photo). On the same wall, 
Ermanno Gugiatti made the 
first solo ascent of the 
Castiglioni/Bramani Route on 
July 24. 
Sciara di Fuori 
Renata Rossi and Franco 
Giacomelli made the 
second ascent of the Erba
Maresi-Pirola Route on the 
North-North-East Face on 
July 24. 

DOLOMITES 
CimaOvest 
The Czech climb reported in 
Mountain 59 takes a line to 
the left of the Couzy/Des
maison/Mazeaud Route. The 
main difficulties are in artifi
cial climbing - seven pitches 
of A3 and two of A4. After 
an A3 traverse at two-thirds 
height, there follows a section 
of extremely rotten rock . 
Two bivouacs were taken on 
the face, and a third just 
short of the summit. 

Correspondents: Drayer, 
Gabarrou, Leder, Rossi. 

BRITISH ISLES 

CLIMBER DOUG'S 
I) SNUB FOR 
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Putting dangers at hazard 

Bad Press for Climbing 
Awards for Valour 
Feted by the British press 
after his celebrated survival 
act in the Karakoram, (A 
Crawl down the Ogre, Mount!Jin 
57), Doug Scott was soon to 
fall victim to some less 
pleasant publicity. 
A private sporting club which 
has for three years given an 
annual award for valour to a 
sporting figure nominated 
and voted Scott to be the 
recipient this year. Because of 
his personal objection to the 
principle of medals or honours 
being given to climbers after 
climbs - based upon his 
reasoning that climbing is 
about pleasure and not about 
glory - he refused. 
Later both he and Chris 
Bonington (also on the Ogre) 
came to believe that the 
sum of £25,000 went with 
the award. Reluctantly Scott 
agreed to be the recipient. 
His reason for acceptance, he 
made plain to fellow-climbers, 
was solely that all the money 
would be given to the Mount 
Everest Foundation where it 
could help climbers in general. 
He remained unhappy about 
the personal acclaim, and 
tried to have the award made 
to the Ogre team as a group 
rather than to him as an 
individual. The organisers 
felt that they could not do 
this. 
A few days before the public 
presentation of the award, and 
a few moments before he was 
due to be interviewed on 
television about it, he was 
told that there was no cash. 
The award consisted of a 
gold sculpture kept by the 

winner for one year and a 
medallion, also gold, to be 
kept for life. Scott's mis
givings about matters of 
principle were no longer 
outweighed by any chance of 
the sport gaining valuable 
financial assistance, and he 
told one of the organisers 
that he no longer wished to be 
considered. 
Believing that Scott was 
refusing purely because there 
was no personal gain for him, 
several officials of the club 
made their anger known to 
the press. Subsequent report
ing made it clear that Scott 
had no such motive. Only 
then did it emerge too that 
the award was being made in 
recognition not of the epic 
retreat from the Ogre, but of 
Scott's courage in getting fit 
enough to go climbing again 
so quickly . 
The notion of the £25,000 
seems to have arisen from a 
communications breakdown. 
Both Sco.tt and Bonington 
were clear about the figure 
and the offer. The club deny 
it. Nobody can explain the 
contradiction. 
Perhaps the club involved will 
consider making a contribu
tion to the funds of the sport 
of their chosen winner next 
year. Many climbers may be 
unclear as to the motives of 
a private club wishing to 
make a public award. Any 
uncharitable assumptions 
might be dispelled by an ele
ment of charity to the sport. 
Footnote. The award finally 
went to Kathy Miller, a 14-
year-old American girl 
athlete. Critically injured by a 

lorry, she fought for recovery 
to such good effect as to be 
third in a national marathon 
race within months. 

Involuntary Rescue 
The severe conditions in 
Britain this winter led to much 
climbing (a review will 
appear in the next issue when 
the season closes) and many 
accidents. There have been 
the usual cries of protest 
from the "tidy mind" 
brigade who object to the 
inconvenience caused. Most 
such protests ignore two 
important points. 
First, climbing is inherently 
dangerous; this constitutes a 
major part of its appeal, if 
not all of it. Accidents are 
directly proportional to the 
number of people climbing. 
A general growth, coupled 
with the specific incentive 
of unusually good conditions, 
raised the tally this winter. 
Second, the bulk of the 
rescue work in Britain is 
done by volunteer climbers 
who give their time as part of 
their commitment to the 
sport. Anyone who climbs 
lives with the risk of accidents 
- climbers do not go out to 
have accidents, they go out to 
have fun. 
One particular incident in 
Glen Affric received sensation
al media coverage on "the 
man who was rescued when 
he didn't want to be", and 
several official spokespersons 
sounded off loudly about the 
penalties that should be 
imposed upon the "victim". 
The facts of the matter are 
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clear. The climber in questior 
was neither lost nor in dis
tress. Furthermore, he had 
left details of his route at 
his departure point and was 
adequately equipped. 
Because he failed to phone 
his family at a pre-arranged 
time the authorities (police 
and RAF Mountain Rescue) 
reacted quite properly to a 
call-out initiated by the 
family . On finding the climber 
alive and well they evacuated 
him, by agreement, in a 
helicopter. 
His minor oversight caused 
more work to fall on services 
already strained to the limit 
by the nationwide blizzards. 
Their anger is understandable, 
if not justifiable. During the 
same blizzards many motor
ists died because they were 
trapped in cars without 
blankets or warm clothes. 
Their plight aroused sympathy, 
not a call to make it illegal 
to motor without essential 
survival kit - or to ban 
winter motoring. Similarly a 
mountain rescue, voluntary or 
involuntary, cannot be turned 
into an argument for stricter 
control on climbing. 
The world is not a perfect 
place. 
The irony of the argument to 
restrict climbing is that it 
comes from a society that 
permits the aged to die of 
hypothermia because their 
pensions do not allow them 
to heat their homes in winter. 
Nothing will be done about 
either problem for the same 
reason: action costs too much. 
W H Murray once said he always 
acted on the assumption that 
warnings not to go climbing 
because of bad weather applied 
to somebody else! 
(See also Letters page). 

SCOTLAND 

Orkney 
Previously unreported is a 
new route on Rora Head, 
Hoy. The Pillar of the Lost 
World was climbed by two 
Swiss, Claude and Yves Remy, 
and given an alpine grading 
of TD, with pitches of V+ 
and VI, which translates to 
the British system at about 
HVS. The 320ft route follows 
a corner/chimney line to 
gain a ridge, and then the 
pillar itself. From the top of 
this a crack line is followed 
to finish. 
The party used a peg to belay 
at the top of the pillar, and 
their reluctance to do so is 
an indication of the confusion/ 
strength of British ethics: 
"About the peg we used; we 
did not bring any gear with 
us when we came to Britain, 
so we just used the gear that 
we found - karabiners, nuts 
and slings .. . We had one 
hammer between the two of 
us and we knew that the 
British do not use pegs, but 
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our problem was that we 
were not sure how to use 
nuts. At the belay we couldn't 
find any cracks to fit our 
gear so we used a peg . Also, 
on the hardest section, we 
found a stone and used this 
as a nut. " 

NORTH WALES 

Tremadog 
On Pant !fan, Rowland 
Edwards, Dave Roberts and 
Paul Williams climbed the 
ferocious groove between The 
Struggler and Strapiombo to 
give Groove of Horror (70ft, 
E3, 6a) . The route was 
inspected by abseil and two 
pegs were placed, one for 
resting and one for protect
ion . 
On Bwlch y Moch, the 
Belshazzar Buttress has been 
subjected to some dedicated 
cleaning . There have been 
suggestions of Ministry of 
Agriculture grants for the 
ploughing involved. There 
are now five arable routes on 
what was once pasture. 
Daddy Cool ( 160ft, E2) takes 
a line up the Belshazzar Wall 
and was the work of Roberts, 
Williams and Edwards. 
Williams and Smiler Cuthbert
son climbed the groove direct
ly below Rienetta, producing 
Heartbreak Hotel (180ft, VS), 
while the corner to the left 
gave Edwards and Williams 
The Sting (180ft, XS, 5c). 
Rowland Edwards, with Mark 
Edwards, climbed the rib to 
the left of the last route 
(Salamander, 180ft, HVS) 
and added Earth and Water 
(160ft, HVS) up the groove 
and crack left of the Daddy 
Cool tree. 

Moelwyniau 
On C!ogwyn y Bustach Dave 
Bailey, Mel Griffiths and 
Martin Crook climbed the wall 
right of Flake Wall to give 
Fiddler on the Dole ( 160ft, 
HVS), and on Craig y Clipiau 
Crook and Griffiths added 
The Liquidator ( 130ft, XS), 
which takes the corner above 
the start of Mean Feet and 
finishes up an overhanging 
crack - the latter required a 
lot of gardening. 

Carneddau 
On Llech Ddu, Bob Millward 
and Norman Ingham climbed 
the steep buttress crossed by 
Ribbon Route to give 
Psych/ist (340ft, XS, 5c). 
The route starts by climbing 
a groove and then follows a 
complex line up the over
hang ing buttress to finish with 
a peg move and tension 
abseil under the final roofs . 

North Wales Limestone 
On Great Orme's· Un-named 
Crag, Andy Bailey and Dave 
Lyon have added Flake Wall 
(160ft., VS), which follows a 
line of flakes up the wall to 
the right of The Rat. On 
Observatory Buttress, Bailey 

and Jerry Frost climbed a 
crack and groove system just 
left of Phalanz Chimney to 
give Aphasic (100ft., HVS), 
and with Dave Randel, Bailey 
added Elder Flower Wine 
(160ft., E1 ), which follows 
a shallow groove just right of 
Phalanz. The latter had 
previously been cleaned by 
abse il and a peg had been 
placed to protect the lower 
section of the groove. 
Llangollen Area 
Stuart Cathcart has been 
responsible for developing a 
number of limestone crags in 
the area, and is in the final 
stages of producing a guide 
to Denbighshire. He is appeal
ing for information about 
first ascents, route names and 
descriptions, in particular in 
the Craig Arthur and World's 
End reg ion, and any details 
can be sent to him via 
Mountain. 

SOUTH WALES 

Pembroke 
On Stackpole Head, Littlejohn 
and John Harwood put up 
The Big Sleep (110ft. , E3, 
5c/6a), which follows a thin 
crack line to the right of 
Heaven's Door. On Mother 
Carey's Kitchen, the same 
team climbed the narrow face 
between Herod and Deep 
Space to give Brittle Nerve 
(130ft., E2, 5c) . They also 
added two routes to a new 
zawn half a mile west of 
Mowing Word; Wet Threat 
( 110ft., E2, 5c) gives a very 
steep pitch up a thin crack on 
the right side of the west face, 
and Quitter ( 120ft., HVS, 5a) 
takes a rambling line further 
to the left. 
On Lydstep Pinnacle, Jeff 
Lamb, Pete Whillance and 
Dave Armstrong climbed the 
hanging crack on the seaward 
side of the big cave, to give 
Christmas Cracker ( 120ft., 
HVS, 5a). The same team also 
added several new routes on 
the previously unclimbed St. 
Gavan's Head. Some of the 
routes required gardening, 
and this was done by abseil 
beforehand. They are describ
ed from left to right ; Exit 
Groove (60ft., S) takes the 
shallow groove to the left of 
a large stack, and the V
groove in the seaward face of 
this, is climbed at VS. About 
20ft. right is a crack and 
groove line (VS), and the 
nose of the next buttress 
gives Cupid's Bow ( 130ft., 
HVS) . Just right of this is a 
thin crack (130ft., E1), and 
right again is a prominent 
ramp which leads to two 
routes - Hangover 77 ( 1 00ft_, 
E 1), and a right-facing corner 
(110ft., HVS). The next 
weakness is a groove line 
( 120ft., E2), and right of this 
is a steep wall and chimney 
(130ft., HVS) . The stepped 
corner in the next bay, is 

gained by traversing above the 
initial overhangs ( 120ft. , VS), 
and the Cenotaph-l ike 
corner further to the right 
(110ft., HVS), is cl imbed 
direct. 
Charlie Vigano has been 
active in the Pencarnan and 
Abereiddy areas, adding a 
number of easier-grade routes. 
Most of these were soloed and 
range from V. Diff to Hand 
Severe. Most notable is the 
girdle of the zawn north of 
the Pencarnan Slabs, entitled 
The Happy Wanderer (HS), 
which gives 400ft. of climbing. 
Further details will be publish
ed in the next edition of the 
Climber's Club Journal. 

PEAK/ PENNINES 

Limestone 
At Stoney Middleton, Tom 
Proctor has been busy freeing 
old aid routes and adding a 
couple of new lines. He freed 
Circe (XS), Kink (XS) and 
Speed Kills (XS) - on which 
he was accompanied by 
Martin Boysen and Mark 
Stokes. With Ernie Marshall 
he added Cardiac Arrest (XS), 
which takes the arete between 
Mortuary Steps and Little 
Capucin, and on Garage 
Buttress he climbed the wall 
right of Little Plum to give 
Hairy Flycatcher (XS), which 
involves some very bold 
climbing on the "desperate 
look ing" lower wall. On 
Windy Buttress, Steve Haston 
made an 'ethical' ascent of 
Kellogg, eliminating the rest 
point and spurning the pegs 
for protection. He also climb
ed Our Father without using 
the in situ protection, and 
although these achievements 
are like a purist oasis in the 
middle of a desert of conflict, 
it is hoped that they mark 
the beginning of a new and 
healthy trend. 
On Chee Tor, Jim Moran has 
added two new routes. 
Flycatcher Wall (HVS) follows 
a line between Gu/le Gu/le 
Groove and Clive's Route and 
Meditation (XS) climbs the 
wall left of Valentine, and 
is said to be very good. 
Gritstone 
On Eastby, Ron Fawcett and 
Andy Brown added Cheshire 
Cat (HVS), which takes the 
large roof right of Mist Slab, 
and on Deer Gallows, climb
ed the roof right of Cave 
Crack to give Rock Bottom 
(HVS). At llkley, Fawcett 
soloed Carrie (HVS), which 
climbs the roof right of 
O/iciana Crack. 
Also reported, at Almscliff, 
is a solo ascent of Pete 
Livesey's test piece All Quiet, 
by Steve Haston. 
At Stanage, Gabriel Regan 
climbed the left arete of a 
small buttress near The 
Mangler to give Strangler 
(MXS), and Steve Bancroft 
soloed the slab to the right of 



lines still to be climbed. 

SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND 

Avon 
The newly-exposed rock 
around Unknown Buttress 

i has been the centre of 
attention, and two new routes 
have been done. Nipper 
Harrison and Andy Hal I 
climbed the arete of the 

. 
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Above: Dave Jones leading the first pitch of Devils Appendix on t e 
second ascent. The first ascent party were still on the top pitch at the 
time. The second is Joe Brown who added this long awaited plumb to 
his bag, as did upwards of twenty parties in the week the route was in 
condition! Full winter news will appear in the next issue of 
Mountain. Photo: Will Hurford. 

Count's Buttress, Shock 
Horror Slab (30ft, HVS). 
On Chatsworth Edge, Tim 
Leach and Ian Millward added 
Despot (40ft, HVS), climbing 
the wall between Emperor 
Crack and Empress Crack. 
On Harston Rock, in the 
Churnet valley, Bancroft 
climbed the hanging arete 
left of Helix to give DNA 
(70ft, XS). 

LANCASHIRE 

In recent months there has 
been intense activity in the 
quarries of Lancashire, result
ing in a vast number of new 
routes, as well as the discov
ery of several good quarries. 
The guidebook is now hope
lessly out of date, and work 
on a new edition is already 
under way . It would be im
practicable to report al I the 
new routes, so below are 
details of some additions to 
the main quarries - most 
being the work of Dave Knigh
ton, who has spearheaded 
this recent spate of explora
tion . 
At Hoghton Quarry he added 
Sheer Heart Attack (75ft, XS), 
which climb~ the HVS start 
to Ten Minute Traverse before 
taking the steep arete and 
wall to the pasture, and 
Keep It Coolin' (50ft, HVS), 
which climbs the wall above 
the pasture with one peg 
runner. Knighton with Pete 
Herridge climbed the over
hanging corner to the left of 
Strong's Flake, Visions of 
Jan (75ft, XS), and with Eric 

Dearden and Steve Bradley he 
led a new girdle of the quarry 
called When the Levee Breaks 
(500ft, XS). It supersedes the 
old and essentially artificial 
Tobacco Road girdle, and uses 
tension from a high runner to 
reverse the crux of Mandarin. 
Ian Cooksey and Mark Danson 
girdled the main wall at 
Trowbarrow Quarry, starting 
up Alladinsane and finishing 
at Warspite, to give Space 
Oddity (XS). Knighton was 
also active here, adding Heroes 
(100ft, XS), which follows 
Warspite Direct over the roof 
to a niche, moves right to 
gain a large detached flake 
and finishes up a thin crack. 
At Warton Main Quarry 
Knighton added a serious 
line up the right wall of 
Plastic Iceberg, using two 
points of aid, to give Killer 
Queen ( 170ft, XS). Plastic 
Iceberg was, in fact, the first 
major route on the main face 
and was climbed by Pete 
Livesey and John Sheard in 
1970. Knighton also climbed 
two routes up the large pink 
slab some fifty yards left of 
the main face. The Third 
World (170ft, HVS) follows a 
thin crack line running the 
entire length of the slab and 
finishes up an overhanging 
groove; and Deceptive Bends 
(180ft, XS) climbs the slab a 
little further right. On the 
latter route he was accomp
anied by Andy Hyslop. 
Knighton reports that further 
development can be expected 
here, as there are many fine 

' buttress and then a prominent 
crack in the headwall to give 
New Horizon (250ft., E2). 
Further to the left, on the 
same headwall, Littlejohn 
added Them (80ft., E3), 
which had previously been 
the object of somewhat 
questionable activity by others, 
involving pre-placing a number 
of pegs and top-roping . On 
the Unknown Buttress 
itself, Littlejohn and Chris 
King put up Titan's Trail 
(E3, 6a), which starts by 
free climbing the initial 
section of Nippol, then trav
erses left to follow an obvious 
groove in the centre of the 
face. 
Harrison also tidied up Kampf, 
G. T Special and Think Pink 
by eliminating their remain-
ing aid points. On Think Pink, 
Harrison placed another bolt, 
for protection, as the existing 
hardware was somewhat 
rusty. 0 n the Sea Walls, 
Simon McCartney and Tim 
Rose put up Simple Simon 
(HVS), which takes a line 
just right of Jasper, and 
crosses the roof that the latter 
avoids, at its widest point. 
On Main Wall, Harrison added 
a new finish to Goth and 
Peril, via the niche above the 
second pitch of Pink Wall 
Traverse. 

Cheddar 
Tony Penning and Pete 
Cresswell have added a low
level girdle to Sunset 
Buttress. Entitled The Horse 
Known the Way (100ft., HVS), 
it traverses from the second 
stance of Utopia to the 
shoulder above Palo Alto. 

Lundy 
A week's stay on the island 
by regulars resulted in the 
customary crop of new 
routes and aid eliminations. 
Littlejohn, Frank Cannings 
and Chris King centred their 
activity on Focal Buttress, 
with such dedication that it 
now has a concentration of 
hard climbs that compares 
with Deep Zawn or Devil's 
Chimney Cliff. Both resting 
slings were eliminated from 
Great Divide, to produce a 
very sustained jamming pitch, 
and the true arete of Focal 
Buttress was climbed to give 
Golden Gate (320ft., E3, 5c), 
said to be equal in quality to 
any other ro4te on the island . 
They also climbed the big, 
blank wall right of Wild 
Country to give what is claim
ed to be the hardest route on 

the island - 0/ympica (300ft ., 
E4, 6a) . On Weird Wall, the 
same team added Astral Trav
eller (200ft. , E3, 5c), which 
takes a direct line to the left 
of Wodwo , and in the 
vicinity of Alpine Buttress 
they found a "technically 
teasing line" up the slender 
buttress left of Wolfman Jack, 
to give Captain Cat (200ft ., 
E3, 6a) . Many free ascents 
were made, including Time 
Bomb (E2, 5c), Bender (E2, 
5b) and Jetset (E1, 5b), while 
on Wolfman Jack the aid was 
reduced to one peg (E2, 5b). 
Other team members, Charles 
Ward-Tetley and "Chuck" 
Berry developed a small but 
attractive buttress above the 
Parthenos cliff, and King and 
Ward-Tetley added Minotaur 
(HVS) to Hidden Wall. 
Littlejohn reports that 
although the number of 
routes on the island now stands 
at well over two hundred, 
there is still great scope for 
routes of al I grades. 
Devon 
At Baggy Point, Mick Fowler 
and Mike Morrison have added 
a direct finish to Egg, taking 
the final overhang in the 
chimney line (with one peg 
runner) where the original 
route traverses right . The same 
team also climbed a superior 
start to The Great Beast, 
following a thin crack line 
directly below the final groove. 
At Blackchurch, the same team, 
with Mike Ouantrell, put up 
The Summer House (270ft ., 
XS), which takes the deep 
groove between The Verger 
and Antichrist. 
On the south coast, at Berry 
Head, Littlejohn and Dave 
Roberts added The Yardarm 
(140ft., E2, 5b), which follows 
the lip of the overhang which 
forms the outside edge of the 
Great Cave and finishes as for 
Iron Butterfly. Littlejohn and 
Chris King eliminated the aid 
from The Hood, which is now 
graded E2. 
The same team were also 
active at Daddyhole, and 
climbed the soaring arete to 
the right of Last Exit to give 
Zuma (140ft., E4, 6a). The 
arete was climbed on its left 
side, and gave some superb 
climbing. 
Cornwall 
lain Peters and Paul Buttrick 
explored the previously un
touched cliffs south of 
Mercury, at Carn Gow/a, 
resulting in a new route -
McVitie (200ft., VS) . They 
also reported "masses of 
unclimbed rock, not visible 
from above", and this helps 
to bear out Peter Biven's 
prediction that Carn Gow/a 
is destined to be Cornwall's 
most important crag. 

Correspondents: Cleasby, Clegg, 
Littlejohn, Moran, Knighton, 
Wilson . 
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VERTIGO 
by Alf Robertson 

AGAIN I SHIFTED in my harness in an 
unavailing effort to allay the sharp 
digging pains round my hips and crotch, 
blinking painfully as another gust of wind 
flapped the bivvy tent in my face, 
shivering it with icy-cold crystals of 
frozen condensation. In the struggle my 
soggy sleeping bag slipped to my waist, 
and it took a monumental struggle to pull 
it up and settle myself again with one 
buttock wedged against a slippery, 
sloping ledge. I dozed fitfully for a few 
minutes till the nagging pains again made 
movement necessary. 

I could feel Andrew shifting uncom
fortably and occasionally shivering at the 
bottom of the tent. In answer to a sleepy 
query I looked at my watch: 6.30 am. 
Another half hour, and 14 miserable 
hours of cold, damp, wakeful discomfort 
would be over; the long damp nights of a 
Scottish December make for uncomfor
table bivvying. 

I settled down as best I could, playing 
over in my mind yet again the sharply 
remembered details of the previous day's 
climbing. The tedious stumbling walk up 
from Loch Muick in the pitch-black 
darkness of a moonless and cloudy night. 
The cold gusty stance in thick mist in 
Central Gully, with its occasional intimi
dating glimpses of the great ice-choked 
corners of Vertigo Wall and Goliath 
towering above. The stumbling awkward 
movement up the initial steep mixed 
pitch, muscles and nerves tight after three 
months of climbing inactivity; then the 
unaccustomed dead weight of the haul 
sack, giving sharp pangs of cramp in 
already tired forearms. The first long cold 
wait beneath the severe crack as Andrew 
struggled with the first of the major diffi
culties in a tangle of slings, his crampon 
points suspended threateningly a few feet 
above my head. The rising tide of panic 
when my knee wedged immovably behind 
a block on the ensuing pitch for 10 
worrying minutes; the relief at being free, 
chilled into apprehension by the unexpec
ted difficulty of the first of the route's 
horribly exposed traverses, right and back 
left to gain the upper shelf and our plan
ned bivouac site. 

A whole day, albeit a short one, for 
three pitches of hard-earned progress, and 
still the major difficulties lay ahead. I 
tried, with limited success, to balance my 
worries about the ice-choked chimney, 
steep traverses and fierce final rock wall 
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against the exhilaration of grabbing such 
a magnificent route. One of the last great 
mixed climbs in the traditional Cairngorm 
idiom, it was a rare plum left for us by the 
Brookers and Pateys. So far the gods were 
with us. Our walk past the crag the 
previous weekend, which had revealed a 
build-up of ice no one could have predic
ted so early in a hitherto fruitless season, 
was pure coincidence, as was the settled 
cold forecast for the one weekend in 
hand before Andrew went to the Alps. 

Nevertheless we were apprehensive in 
the morning; retreat from above the 
chimney would be a serious proposition 
involving awkward diagonal abseils, and 
the top wall would be the technical crux. 
Another night out in wet sleeping bags, 
with no proper stance to bivvy on, was an 
unappetising prospect. As usual, I was the 
lame duck - my head-torch was broken, 
and my right crampon strap had snapped 
and was insecurely and amateurishly 
repaired. The thought of further progress 
induced an uncomfortably Alpine sense 
of commitment. 

Despite the discomfort we were half 
an hour late in moving and by the time 
we'd munche'd through our cold breakfast 
daylight had long arrived. Going outside 
wasn't as bad as we'd expected. The ener
getic process of hauling on boots and 
stuffing away sleeping bags and bivvy tent 
brought tingling warmth and freedom to 
cold, cramped limbs. A short pitch, clim
bed clumsily, took us to a good belay 
beneath the intimidating forest of icicles 
dripping down the wet chimney of sum
mer. We inspected it with caution and dis
appointment, as we'd hoped not to have 
to use aid here. However, a tentative prod 
by Andrew unleashed a shower of disinte
grating icicles on our heads and discretion 
became the better part of valour. 

Two terrible creaking ice screws in 
dinner-plating ice, and much heaving and 
grunting, overcame the bulge. Then 50 ft 
of slow, careful progress rightwards on 
steep rotton ice brought a peg runner at 
last, the first · noticeable protection in 70 
feet. He disappeared above the ice bulges, 
traversing back left to an invisible stance 
in the corner directly above me. I strug
gled manfully with the tangled ropes 
which constantly slid down the over
hanging main corner below me, catching 
alarmingly on icicles or inexplicably 
winding themselves round the haul rope, 
till at last I was able to answer the inaud-

ible call from above. The aid moves 
produced the usual clumsy struggle, and 
I was panting with exhaustion when I 
hauled myself over the bulge and on to 
my front points. I teetered slowly along 
the continuously difficult traverses, 
mentally trying to shut out the unnerving 
consequences of a pendulum out into the 
immense exposure intermittently revealed 
by clear patches in the thick mist down in 
the gully. 

At the belay, with an air of assumed 
confidence, we exchanged compliments 
on a serious pitch. They were much 
needed: that pitch had taken over three 
hours, only two hours of daylight 
remained, and the sensational summer 
crux leaned fearsomely over our heads. 

As we sorted out the gear I tried to 
recall the details of the pitch in summer, 
now two years back in memory. Round 
the corner was an awkward slab, an 
exposed ledge traverse to the right past a 
notorious Damoclean flake, a VS section 

up an awkward leaning corner, then 
right again and up a steep, juggy 20 ft 
wall. I pulled round the corner and 
yelled with delight: the slab was plastered 
two feet thick with ice and the ledge was 
easily gained. 

The traverse was very balancy, but 
head-high runners gave confidence and I 
found myself directly above the white 
mound of snow which indicated the 
flake. I leaned carefully and brushed 
away the snow with my foot. The flake 
withstood a gentle kick without creaking. 
Like everyone else I'd avoided even 
touching it in summer; now I didn't have 
much choice but to assume that it was 
frozen in place. I took a few feet of slack 
and a deep breath, then jumped down to 
wrap my arms lovingly round it, feet 
waving comically in mid-air. I couldn't 
hang backwards off the flake for long, 
but frantic clearing operations uncovered 
a good spike. I put a sling on it and had a 
rest: so far, so good. 

Vertigo Wall. Steep modern winter climbing in good old-fashioned bad weather. 

I peered round into the corner, tilting 
nastily right to a narrow snow-banked 
ledge 15 ft. above my head. No sign of 
the fixed ring-peg I remembered from the 
summer. Cursing the selfish bastard who 
had removed the peg, almost before I 
knew it I'd swung out of the sling and 
made a couple of wild pulls into the 
corner. 

The ledge, now in front of my nose, 
sloped uselessly and a high Terrordactyl 
placement in a tiny lump of earth and 
grass was all that kept me precariously in 
place. Though I wiggled around, there 
was no other way to stay in balance. A 
blind crack ran up the back of the corner, 
but an ice-filled widening in front of my 
chest looked as if it would take a peg. A 
monumental struggle got the peg in place, 
but I couldn't hammer it-unable to let!go 
with my right hand, or to hammer with 
my left because of the tilt of the corner. 

I hung on grimly for a few more 
minutes looking stupidly at the peg, near 

to tears with frustration, rapidly running 
out of strength. As a last gamble I clipped 
hopefully into my Terrordactyl. I 
watched it lever out with sickening 
predictability, and for what seemed a 
long time felt myself heeling over back
wards, to lurch to a halt dangling in space 
30 ft below. I looked up and shuddered: · 
the blue rope ran taut over the big flake, 
back to my last peg. Andrew lowered me 
off, cursing furiously: now there was only 
an hour of daylight left and a second night 
out was a real danger. 

I rushed back up to the sling and had 
another rest. No fancy free now, this 
pitch had to go quickly. More clearing 
produced an unexpectedly good crack at 
full stretch. A good peg, a move up, and 
placing another in the corner was heart
breakingly easy. Two pegs to gain the 
position I'd already been in. A sling on 
the second peg, a hard pull and I was on 
the ledge, leaning back alarmingly but 
with good turf placements. Kicking off 
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the snow as I went , I shuffled hurriedly 
along the ledge to pull on to a larger one 
where , for the first time in 30 feet, I 
could stand in balance. 

No time to rest. In the gathering 
gloom the heavily plastered final wall 
gave a series of strenuous pulls, which I 
climbed wildly in a state of near-panic 
before the light died on me or my exhaus
ted arms did. With a rather premature 
shout of triumph, I hauled myself over oi:i 
to a large snow platform, burbling hap
pily about what a great route we 'd done , 
till my partner forcibly reminded me that 
he still had to get up it. 

By the time I had arranged a belay, 
hanging over the edge so as to keep in 
verbal contact, and hauled up the sack, 
the darkness was total. Only Andrew's 
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Above: Creag an Dubh Loch. Vertigo Wall is 
marked. This and previous photos by 
A. Robertson. 

headlamp, bobbing and flickering in the 
gloom 80 ft. below, broke the surroun
ding blackness. Somehow he groped his 
way as far as the flake , then I tied off one 
rope and tensed on the other as , oblivious 
in the darkness of the void below, he pen
dulumed down and out into space and 
started laboriously prusiking. Another 
spectacular swing off the peg in the cor
ner, and the bobbing light came closer 
with wearisome slowness. By now I was 
shivering uncontrollably as I leaned over 
the edge into a gusting, biting wind swirl
ing powder in my face. 

Eventually he reached me ; I put on the 
haul sack, and he disappeared past on a 
full run-out to the plateau. Seconding it 
was a nightmare, groping my way help
lessly after the rope unable even to make 
out Andrew's fresh footprints in the now 
deep powder. Somehow I scrambled and 
he pulled till I made an undignified 
entrance into a total white-out on the 
plateau. I sat helplessly in the dark while 
Andrew coiled the ropes, then he nursed 
me painstakingly round the top of the 
cliff and eerily down into the white dark
ness of Central Gully. 

We retrieved my sack and some wel
come food from the boulder at the foot 
of the route, more than a little relieved to 
be off the cliff in one piece. 

But that wasn't the end. For five long, 
cruel hours we crawled, thrashed, groped, 
stumbled and tottered the three miles 

down to Loch Muick. The icy track pro
vided a helplessly predictable series of 
bone-shaking falls in the thick, starless 
darkness as our one working head-torch 
started to fade . Down at the Loch, where 
we'd stacked some gear, a rest, a brew 
and the last of our food gave us some 
faint sparks of energy . We slithered along 
the road round the loch to the car by the 
light of my hand torch in a mere two 
hours. 

Ironically, the drive home to Aberdeen 
gave the most dangerous moments of the 
weekend. For some reason, probably con
nected with our four hours of sleep in the 
last three days, Andrew showed a discon
certing tendency to nod off at the wheel. 
Every two or three miles we lurched to 
a halt and he got out for a cold bracing 
walk round the car, hopelessly disturbing 
my beauty sleep. Somehow we made it 
home by four o'clock in the morning and 
crawled off to bed, to sleep a dreamless 
sleep till Tuesday. .6. 

SUMMARY 

The first winter ascent of Vertigo Wall (600ft , 
Grade 5) on Creag an Dubh Loch, Southern 
Cairngorms, by A Nisbet and A Robertson, 
December 3-4, 1977. The lack of daylight so 
early in the winter meant an uncomfortable 
bivouac. In good conditions during March or 
April, this sustained mixed climb should be 
feasible in a more conventional manner. 
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by John Porter 

IF YOU ARE HOPING for a tale of inter• 
national intrigue, mysterious loss of life 
and walk-outs at base Camp, you are 
about to be disappointed, although we 
nearly experienced all three. Much to our 
chagrin, there were no From Russia with 
Love type girls, and no attempts made to 
compromise us. For our part, we spoke 
very little to the Poles about the delights 
of Leeds 6. So much for the politics. 

We were certainly a different sort of 
expedition, best summed up as the first 
East/West alpine-style big-peak bashing 
affair; five capitalist yahoos teamed up 
with six socialist aristocrats. The anar
c;:histic approach we shared in common. 
But how we succeeded, when so many 
more notable international expediHons 
have failed, is uncertain. Our success was 
definitely not dependent on good luck 
alone, as most of these lightweight affairs 
seem to be. Nor was it qualities of 
supreme fitness, precise timing and heavy 
magazine commitments which, as we all 
know, are responsible for many Continen
tal teams despoiling their perfect moun
tains. 

The arrangements were quite simple. 

We were to bring dollars, the Poles would 
provide the food, transport through the 
USSR and the bulk of the equipment. 
Our dollars would be required only after 
we had reached Afghanistan, where the 
Polish Zloty has no value. 

It was six months before kick-off 
when I first spoke to Andrzej Zawada on 
the phone: "5000 dollars, box tents, 
freeze-dried food, etc, etc." Hmm, dif
ficult to raise in six months, I thought. 
"I'd better come over for a weekend to 
discuss it, Andrzej." 

So I booked a flight but the air con• 
trollers went on strike, and that was as 
close as we came to discussing plans. 
"How about 3000, Andrzej?" on the 
phone again. "Not enough, we must fly 
from Tashkent to Kabul, etc, etc." It 
began to sound very expensive. 

The British team members were 
becoming understandably uneasy when I 
couldn't answer apparently straight
forward questions. Changes began to 
occur. Alex MacIntyre joined only three 
weeks before we were due to leave. He 
was the only British team member I'd 
been on a rope with, and none of the 

others had ever met the Poles. We all 
knew about their Himalayan records, 
however. Despite our worries, it was a 
great day when Howard Lancashire, Terry 
King, Alex and I stepped on to the boat 
with out boxes of socks, Alpen and Swiss 
army knives, and with 3500 dollars cram• 
med secretively in little green balls all 
over our persons. 

Warsaw. Five-star hotel treatment as 
usual, radio interviews and countless good 
meals. The black market makes life luxu
rious for the westerner in Poland. Then 
the hassles began. The Poles managed to 
wangle our Russian visas overnight, but 
the Afghanis refused to grant us climbing 
permission. We set off four days later, 
wondeting what we would do in Kabul 
for two months. The Poles, by the way, 
looked as fit as racehorses. 

Moscow. I think only New York is 
more grubby, but at least the bars there 
are plentiful. We had 12 hours between 
trains and we walked the streets as we 
pleased, without the usual Intourist 
guides. We came across the usual city 
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sights: drunks , shabby parks, rundown 
tenements, a scraggy stray about to be 
run over. The city seemed to be occupied 
by Russian soldiers, and everywhere big 
billboards advertised Communism, promi
sing to make you redder than red. 
Zawada had found a pretty little girl from 
Leningrad somewhere and Terry disap
peared with her. The rest of us hoped she 
was from the KGB. 

Rat Bag, our rail carriage attendant for 
the next four days, did not offer us the 
hospitable Russian welcome you read 
about in Trans Siberian Express travel 
books. She shouted at us for an hour 
about the barrels blocking the corridor 
before disappearing to make us some tea. 
She cheered up when she discovered that 
we were English and realised that we at 
least had not understood a word she'd 
said. 

For the first day we travelled through 
the green pastures of Russia, then across 
the Volga and on to the featureless 
Steppes of the Eastern Republics. 
Knowning that we were the first wester
ners to travel this way for 40 years, I kept 
my eyes peeled for the ultimate weapon 
just to relieve the boredom. We drank a 
little vodka, but still saw nothing out of 
the ordinary, unless you consider the 
large industrial cities that appeared regu
larly on seemingly uninhabitable desert a 
bit odd. 

Zawada taught us a rather violent card 
game, and "fixed" a speaker that blared 
out martial music all day. The bolder pas
sengers tried to buy our cassette recorder 
and tapes. Alex became very good at 
saying "get lost". 

When we got off at Termez, the heat 
was diabolical. It was made worse by the 
fact that we had to wait and do nothing 
for a day or two. From this point on, 
everything was ad lib. The gear might 
arrive in a day or two, thanks to a bribe 
of vodka slipped to a railman in Moscow. 
We might be able to cross the river by 
boat ; on the other hand we might have to 
go back to Tashkent and fly. Zawada, 
who had by now flown on to Kabul to 
meet Peter Holden travelling direct from 
the UK, might be able to barter for our 
climbing permission. When the gear didn't 
arrive and the roubles were nearly gone, 
Wojtek and we Brits crossed the river, and 
moved into new waiting quarters at 
Mazare Sharif. The expedition was now 
split into three groups with a hundred ifs 
and buts separating us. 

What the Poles lack in organisational 
ability, they make up for in charisma and 
the knack of negotiating man to man. 
They seem to be conversant in all the cur
rencies of the world, brilliant capitalists 
out of necessity, while it seems the twi
light capitalism of our semi-socialist little 
island has taken the spunk out of our 
money-making instincts. A great deal now 
depended on Zawanda and Co if we were 
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to get to the mountains . At times we felt 
like livestock swept up by the tornado 
of Polish negotiations. As Terry pointed 
out, the language problem was entirely 
theirs: while they all spoke English, we 
spoke no Polish. In the heat of some 
issue, they often forgot this fact. 

These thoughts managed to depress 
us with monotonous regularity as we sat 
in the sweltering heat at the hotel playing 
cards and waiting. On the morning of 
the fourth day , Piotr Jasinski and Marek 
Kowalczyk appeared around the corner 
of the hotel , and it was action again. 

Zawada had got permission and the 
gear had arrived. Three of us travelled to 
Kabul with the passports to fill them with 
stamps from the Ministries of this and 
that , while the equipment travelled north 
towards the mountains. Four days later, 
we were all together for the first time in 
Feyezebad. 

At the back of the hotel, looking at 
our equipment spread over half an acre, 
the Mandaras Valley suddenly seemed a 
very small place for such a large group. I 
quietly joined the conspiracy that had 
started on the train. Wojtek Kurtyka had 
approached Alex and simply said: "we 
must go to Koh e Bandaka." 

It didn't matter that we had no photo 
of the face and no permission. It was a 
solution to the problem that had bothe
red us all along: how could we be so 
many and still do routes in good style? 
Now Jan Wolf and I joined Wojtek and 
Alex, and it was merely a matter of divi
ding the food and equipment. "When you 
see the East Face of Koh e Bandaka," 
Wojtek said' encouragingly, "you will 
make a big sheet". Then he smiled bene
volently like Buddha himself. 

Trucks are something you learn to live 
with in Afghanistan, like bad guts. You 
keep telling yourself the journey won't 
last forever as you are bounced around 
choking with dust. The spectacular 
scenery partly makes up for the drivers, 
who court the Great Forever journey by 
wheeling too close to the crumbling edges 
of river gorges. The Koh e Bandaka four 
were now sharing a lorry with a Spanish 
expedition on their way to a neigh
bouring mountain. Their liaison officer 
adopted us , and vice versa. He was a 
friend of the police chief in Zebak, our 
last important town en route, so the pro
blem of permission dissolved with a 
friendly chat. 

From Zebak we had a four-day march 
to Base Camp through desert hills. An 
occasional fertile plateau filled the valley 
bottom, each plateau farmed by a poorer 
village the higher up the valley we travel
led. The last village was a cluster of hovels 
at 13,000 ft , thin smoke rising from its 
walls while dust devils spun around half
starved herds of cattle. Prices for porters 

increased as poverty increased with alti
tude. Just before we reached the last 
village on the third day, our mountain 
suddenly appeared , solitary and spectacu
lar. The problems of the month it had 
taken to reach it were forgotton. As we 
built our tent platforms next evening 
about two miles from the face, spindrift 
swept down from high on the surroun
ding walls and hissed on the stones. It was 
the only snow that fell for 20 days. 

The face did make us take a big sheet, 
but it was at least half from the effect of 
bad food en route. Alex and I had head
aches. "It's normal", Jan would say, as 
we snuck a few aspirins under disap
proving Polish eyes. They seemed almost 
inhumanly active and healthy to us. 

In 20 days' time we were due back in 
Zebak. We stayed in Base Camp for only 
one day before setting off up the existing 
Polish route on the East Ridge. We had 
three objectives; to acclimatise, to fix the 
descent, and to leave a food cache as high 
as possible for our descent from the face. 
We achieved only the third. 

First we were forced to climb a rotten 
and dangerous ridge which changed shape 
like a Chinese dragon and would be most 
unsuitable for descent. After two days 
of this, we climbed through a hole in a 
massive cornice to reach a col at 18,500 
ft. Doubt turned to relief as we stared 
into the valley beneath which offered a 
safe, if roundabout, descent. But we had a 
new problem. Jan had developed a bron
chial condition and was coughing almost 
continuously and suffering badly from 
the effects of altitude. He was unfit to 
climb next morning, so the three of us 
carried on up the buttress above the col 
and left the food in a poly bag at 20,000 
ft. 

Jan was worse when we got back late 
in the afternoon, so we descended imme
diately to a bivi 3,000 ft lower on the 
glacier. 

It was about 15 miles back around to 
Base Camp. I went ahead with Wojtek. 
Alex brought Jan at a slower pace back 
to the village beneath the mountain. That 
night I descended with food and first aid 
thoroughly knackered, and stopped to 
bivi in pitch darkness only 100 yards 
from them , not knowing how close I was. 
The ghastly howls of the wolf hounds 
were unnerving. 

The weather was still fine when we 
returned to Base Camp. We spent three 
days there, a mixture of rest and restless 
anticipation. It soon became evident that 
Jan felt he would be fit enough to come 
with us on the face. Standing in the 
bright sunshine outside the tents, we'd 
joke about our proposed route. "Have 
you noticed those seracs bulging out like 
frogs' eyes just below the top?" Reply: 
"And what if the frog blinks?" We had 



each come to the conclusion that there 
was only one possible route up the centre 
of the face. It seemed likely there was 
only one way down. "Let's hope the two 
don't meet," smiled Alex. Our encoura
ging talk had no effect on Jan. "We will 
make," he said. 

The crisis came when we had to say no 
to Jan. There was obviously too much 
risk of a recurrence of his bronchitis, and 
we doubted if retreat would be possible 
once we were established on the face. He 
made a sad departure almost immediately 
for the Mandaras Valley, nine days' walk 
away. We all had more than one set of 
doubts as we lost sight of him among the 
boulders of the moraine. The glacier 
streams froze as the sun went down, 
leaving only the nightmarish sounds of 
rockfall high above. 

We had other worries when we started 
for the bottom of the face on August 9. 
Two rather unsavoury-looking hunters 
had arrived at base, and the thought of 
our equipment unattended for nine days 
with only occasional visits by the Spanish 
liaison officer made us wonder what it 
would be like returning to an empty 
camp devoid of food or comfort. The 50 
lb we were carrying provided a further 
distraction. For once we seemed to reach 
the bottom of the face without noticing 
the monster wall above it. We waited 
until the last golden edge of the sun had 
set behind the summit, and then started 
up while everything else in creation 
seemed to be corning down; stones, 
water, darkness. 

A false direct start brought us to the 
gaping gums of the bergschrund, and 
we had to descend to the right to beat it. 
We traversed up crumbling slabs and 
entered a thousand-foot slate of snow 
that led up under the eaves of the face 
proper. Half way up this, several lorry
sized blocks passed us in the other lane. 
At 5 .0 pm, we were beneath the couloir 
which acted as a funnel for much of the 
wall above. We moved carefully left on 
half-frozen sand, then ran up through the 
most exposed section and gratefully fol
lowed an unexpected rib. Several hundred 
feet later, we reached the snow patch 
we'd named the Fan and continued up 
by head-torch to discover a good bivi 
site just beneath another large snowfield 
called the Cradle. We brewed up and felt 
good for a while. It was nearly midnight 
when we pulled our two-man bivi sack 
over us, like moths in a too-tight cocoon. 

The second day was the worst day's 
climbing any of us had ever experienced. 
At first there were a few pitches of ice, 
then rock no worse than the worst 
Right: the two thousand foot upper slopes of 
the climb likened by MacIntyre to the North 
Face of the Trio/et. Title photo is from the 
bivouac below. All photos are by Porter and 
MacIntyre. 



Left: the Frog's Eyes from 1500 feet below. 
Right: Wojtek Kurtyka leading the rock pitches 
in the Cyclotron. 

you find in Chamonix. After that, we 
spent the day in a vertical desert with 
rock the texture of stale cake and brown 
sugar. One section required ice climbing 
techniques. Beneath us Alex, jumaring, 
was raising dust like a JCB at work. "OK 
to jumar, Alex, just don't put any weight 
on the rope." His replies floated up with 
the dust from rockfall explosions. Wojtek 
and I shovelled our way along three 
pitches at a time. Every pitch was a burnt 
bridge. 

After IO pitches of this stuff, we 
reached the bottom of the long right
ward-slanting chimney we knew was the 
only break in the overhanging wall that 
dominated the centre of the face. We 
soon named it the Cyclotron for the speed 
at which things fell down it. While Alex 
dug a bivi site, Wojtek and I fixed the 
first two pitches. The narrow confines of 
the chimney were like the inside of a gun 
barrel, but the rock was sounder, steep 
and difficult. As darkness fell, we roped 
back down to our soup and freeze-dried . 
The first of a regular series of gravel falls 
rattled down our backs and into our cups. 
"Atom smashing," I said to myself. 

Like cold-blooded animals , we began 
to stir when the first rays of the sun 
shouldered their way between Noshaq 
and Tirich Mir to reach our perch. The 
massive prehistoric bulk above came to 
life at almost the same time. We were 
soon driven from our bivi to the shelter 
of an overhang on the right. First-sized 
stones fell in waves down the Cyclotron 
while, half a mile to the left in an amphi
theatre formed beneath a great tilting 
wall, there was the continuous rush of 
dive-bombers in a flypast. We sat the rest 
of the morning stupefied by the sound . 
As the big stones were too far away to be 
seen, there was an eerie invisible howl as 
if the angels were being cast from heaven 
anew. 

As soon as the sun left the face , the 
war in our sector began to subside. I 
started up the fixed ropes thinking they 
would almost certainly be cut. Perhaps 
for this reason, I lost concentration and 
twice sent rockfalls crashing toward 
Wojtek and Alex . Blocks moved magically 
from seemingly solid rock like rabbits 
from a conjurer's hat. I felt sick and 
thankful when I reached the top of the 
second rope. 

I took their bollocking without com
ment and started on the next pitch. The 
chimneying became awkward and exhaus
ting work with the big sack. I ran out of 

Left: Koh e Bandaka, East Face with the line 
marked. Right: John Porter under bombard· 
ment in the Cyclotron. 



rope and slammed in two poor pegs. The 
overhanging crack above was veneered 
with ice. 

Wojtek took off his sack and led 
through as effortlessly as if he were hang
ing wash on a line , but with great 
patience and deliberation . The bottoms 
of his double boots were 99 per cent 
visible as he bridged wide to avoid the ice. 
His final moves over an icy bulge left 
Alex and me congratulating -each other 
for having witnessed the finest piece of 
climbing we'd ever seen. 

I followed to the top of the bulge and 
hauled up two sacks, nearly bursting my 
forearms. I led through with blown arms 
up the icy crack above, thinking I might 
come off. An hour later , in total dark
ness, we were together again. Wojtek 
donned his head-torch and led up easier 
ground . Two pitches later we bivied on a 
rib hanging above nothing. The upper 
face creaked in the ink above. A frost fell 
like snow, covering our sleeping bags. 

About 1,000 metres of the wall ahead 
was visible as the sun rose on it next 
morning. We 'd all had a bad night. Alex 
and I set off, with Wojtek jumaring. The 
climbing was not difficult at first, but we 
were soon under fire from falling stones. 
We crossed a small stream that tumbled 
down from the icefield we'd named the 
Arrowhead, and gained a relatively safe 
rib on its right. 

Alex had just started the seventh pitch 
of the day, when he let out a cry and 
shouted for Wojtek to move . He was · 
supporting a table-size block with his 
shoulder, trying to hold it in place. 
Wojtek was slow to understand our 
garbled shouts . I traversed across and 
put my shoulder to it. Both of us were 
now untied, and the block seemed to be 
putting on weight. When Wojtek eventu
ally understood what was happening, he 
was clear in two seconds flat. We moved 
to one side and watched the block plough 
up dust and pass on into insignificance. 

We climbed 15 pitches that day . Two 
pitches up a steep rib and wall to reach 
the bottom of the · Arrowhead were 
especially fine, though Alex trod rather 
heavily on one half of the rib and it 
vanished with a bang. In the chill of the 
evening, we continued up to the right of 
the icefield to our best bivouac since the 
first. 

Next day , the fifth, the climbing was 
much the same as the day before , follow
ing ribs up vast expanses of rock. But it 
was my jumar day, and I dreamt my way 
through it feeling the effects of altitude 
and fatigue . I was forced to wake up 
when we broke right on to the summit 
icefield: a steep rising traverse with a 
change into crampons on a small ledge. 
I fell off smashing out an overdriven peg, 
but grabbed another , and found myself 
doubly awake again. Tangled in rope and 
gear, I moved right on to the ice and 

around a corner on to an Argentiere-like 
ice face. The glacier was now nearly 
6,000ft below, the top only 2,000ft 
above. We cut an ice platform in a totally 
incredible position as the Frog's Eyes 
gazed down on us . 

On the last day , we moved in se
quences of three pitches before passing 
the lead on to the next man . When not 
leading, I felt half asleep on the stances. 
We passed the Frog's Eyes and climbed 
direct towards the summit. On a hard 
mixed section , Wojtek managed to drop 
the only stone that hit anybody on the 
entire route - me. I shouted at him 
aroused from my stupour, but apologised 
almost immediately, remembering how 
close I'd come to clobbering him in the 
Cyclotron. After the mixed , we were 
directly beneath a hugh cornice . Alex 
climbed up into its bowels and reappear
ed farther to the right. "It's speaking to 
me ," he whispered down. I kicked at the 
stance to warm my feet. When I looked 
again, Alex had just hoisted himself over 
the final bit of cornice. His helmet was 
aglow with evening sunlight. 

We plopped out one by one directly 
on to the summit. "You look like you've 
just seen God ," Alex grinned . The bivi 
beneath the summit was spectacular, but 
cold to the bone. 

At 9 .0 pm on the following evening 
we arrived at the col , having collected 
the food from the cache . The weather 
was beginning to look a bit suspect. The 
lightshow on the eastern horizon seemed 
a bit closer. Two exhausting days later, 
we were back at Base Camp. Wojtek 
turned to me on the glacier when the face 
came into view and said: "It was very 
stupid, but I feel proud." Amen . 

The journey back was a long pigging 
session. We all had something to cele
brate. The Mandaras team had done four 
new routes , including the North Face of 
Mandaras(M8) . Jan had recovered enough 
on his walk from Koh e Bandaka to climb 
Noshaq with Janik Robert. 

It was caviar and cognac through 
Russia , and the five-star treatment in 
Poland . But as on any other expedition, 
this is only part of the story. Hassles and 
personal conflicts become as inevitable as 
rockfall . We agreed on one thing before 
we left Warsaw: we'd do it again . 

SUMMARY 

Hindu Kush: Koh e Bandaka (22,450 ft). A 
detailed account of the six-day alpine-style first 
ascent of the East Face in August 1977, by 
Wojtek Kurtyka (Poland) , Alex McIntyre (UK) 
and John Porter (USA) - with a personal view 
of the practical problems faced by a low-budget 
11-man international expedition. 

. \. 

~,~ 

~ 



FOR THOSE WHO ENJOY high-angle 
face climbing in cool, glistening surround
ings, the granite domes of Tuolumne 
Meadows are ideal. Near to Yosemite, but 
4,000 feet higher, Tuolumne is a cool 
alternative to climbing in the heat of a 
Yosemite summer. Also, in contrast to 
the smooth grey rock of Yosemite, the 
granite of Tuolumne is orange, bright and 
knobby, though sometimes broken by a 
flashing sheet of smooth glacier polish. 
Climbing here is an airy, visually titillat
ing experience. 

There is only one drawback to climbs 
on such gorgeous rock. So perfect are the 
domes that many routes are broken by 
few if any cracks. Fortunately - or 
unfortunately, depending on your view
point - the established routes without 
cracks are generally well protected by 
bolts. If one chooses to use them 
(virtually everyone does) they first must 
be found. A certain amount of squinting 
into the sea of reflective knobs and 
crystals is necessary to turn up the small 
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hangers on quarter-inch studs. 
Tuolumne and Yosemite climbs differ 

not only in their character and temper
ature but in their length. The longest 
climbs in Tuolumne are around 10 to 12 
pitches, but most average three to five 
pitches. As a result, there is plenty of 
time for beer drinking, swimming· and 
hiking before or after climbing. A seaso
nal store and restaurant provide some of 
the basic food and drink necessary to 
keep one going. 

Tuolumne Meadows is located at 
8,000ft in the high country above and 
north of Yosemite Valley. The area is 
reached by driving from Yosemite along 
Tioga Road for about an hour, or until 
the first view of the large, shining granite 
domes knocks you out of your car. 

First to come into sight while travel
ling west to east are Polly Dome and its 
subsidiaries along the north side of the 
winking Tenaya Lake . Pywiack Dome 
stands at the east end of the lake and the 
Pennyroyal Arches to the south . In 

another few minutes of driving Medlicott 
Dome, a long low schooner, appears to 
the south-east. Its highest neighbour , 
Mariuolumne, is just to the north . 
Together they hide a shallow lake near 
their summits . Next, again to the south 
of the road, appears a soft-looking 
pyramid, the Lamb. A gradual turn and 
drop in the road prepares one for the 
free-floating feeling of encountering 
Fairview Dome, hovering huge above 
treetops, isolated from all the rest. Across 
from Fairview is Daff Dome, named by 
an acronym (Dome Across From 
Fairview). The trip ends in another mile 
or two in Tuolumne Meadows proper , 
touched off by little Lembert Dome at 
the east end. 

The development of climbing on these 
beautiful granite domes of Tuolumne 
Meadows is a story with many paradoxes. 
In his Climber's Guide to the High Sierra, 
Steve Roper says Tuolumne is visited by 
"vast numbers" of hardmen who establish 
residence there. "Crowded", Roper calls 

DAFF DOME 
~ THELAMB 
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it. In fact, Tuolumne traditionally has not 
been excessively crowded, as one might 
expect of such an attractive area. Only 
recently have many climbers been attrac
ted to Tuolumne. Perhaps this paradox 
can be explained by another - one of the 
best rock climbing areas in the country 
has no guidebook exclusively devoted to 
it. Except for Roper's Guide to the High 
Sierra and an old article in A scent, there 
are no descriptions to the Tuolumne 
Domes. 

Finally, a decade of tradition in 
climbing style, turned topsy-turvy inside 

of a few recent years, adds still another 
irony. 

Beginnings 
There are probably two reasons why 

the first long, notable route in Tuolumne 
did not spur on other climbs until four 
years later. Chuck Pratt and Wally Reed 
climbed the Fairview Dome by way of 
the most central major crack system on 
the north face in 1958, bivouacking once 
and using many pitons for aid. Along 
with a few short routes on Lembert in 
the 19 50s, done by Warren Harding, Dick 

CATHEDRAL LAKE 

Leonard and others (including the now 
famous Water Cracks), the long Pratt
Reed ascent of Fairview was to become a 
classic and popular climb, but not imme
diately. First, more interest in face 
climbing had to develop and second, 
interest had to be quickened an area 
lesser in scale and grandeur than 
Yosemite . 

Edging, friction and route-finding 
techniques , so necessary on the blank 
faces of Tuolumne, began to develop in 
Yosemite and Tahquitz to the south 
shortly after the first major climb in 
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Tuolumne. Bill Amborne, Eric Beck, Jeff 
Foott, Bob Kamps, and Frank Sacherer, 
among others, created excellent Yosemite 
face-climbing routes on Glacier Point 
Apron. and/or Cathedral Rocks, beginning 
in 1960. Then, in 1962, some of the best 
California climbers were to visit 
Tuolumne, diverging from climbs where 
the greatest prestige and interest 
centred - Yosemite aid walls and smooth 
crack climbs. 

The stage was therefore set for 1962 
and 1963. In these years Bob Kamps and 
Mort Hempel freed the Pratt-Reed route 
on Fairview, though not in a style which 
was to credit them with a first free 
ascent. Kamps followed one pitch free on 
which Hempel used one pin of aid 
leading. Frank Sacherer and Wally Reed 
climbed West Crack (5.8) on Daff Dome 
in 1963. This intimidating but moderate 
climb probably attracted crack-man 
Sacherer because it follows an unbroken 
400ft sliver on the west face. However, 
delicious knob climbing, not jamming, 
characterises this climb and makes it a 
perfect introduction to Tuolumne rock. 

The Great White Book (5 .6) on Stately 
Pleasure Dome, another now-popular 
climb following an unmistakable left
facing open book, was done by Hope 
Morehouse, Jim Baldwin and Jeff Foott 
in 1962. In the same year Wally Reed and 
Glen Denny climbed the Inverted Stair
case on Fairview Dome, and a year later 
Kamps and Reed freed this route (5.10). 
Perhaps Kamps had more than his usual 
one or two cups of morning coffee. He 

· eased up the crux lead like smoke, but 
with no puff. To this day, the three-step 
arch pitch turns back top climbers and 
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has limited the current ascent total to 
perhaps half a dozen. 

Plum years - 1965-70 
A few of the climbers who first 

nervously toed on to the Tuolumne 
walls and felt the cool, deep blue air 
knew a decade or more of face climbing 
might be beginning. All was not certain -
whether one could stan'd on knobs and 
edges long enough to place protection 
bolts on sections of crackless walls, or 
whether the sense of teetering was 
pleasure or fear or what. But the beauty 
of it all, the weakening inside at tilting 
back to see oceans of rock, this feeling of 
being propelled around - up, down, or 
was it away - this convinced some to try 
a dose of Tuolumne rock, cracked and 
crackless. 

One of the first to take too strong a 
dose of crackless rock was Tom 
Gerughty. Tom, his camera eye far in 
front of his climbing eye, chose to follow 
the lovely white crystal strings on 
Pywiack Dome. Perhaps he hoped for a 
path of friendly crystals. He set out in 
1966 with Dave Meeks and Roger Evja. 
Tom had not placed bolts before from 
small stances and found he could not stop 
at hard sections to do so. He trembled up 
and up on the continuous last pitch, 
afraid to go on, afraid to go down. The 
drill dangled uselessly from his side. At 
the end of the last pitch, he risked a 
200ft slab-splashing fall. Shaking vio
lently, he somehow made the move. Since 
Tom's ordeal and with his permission, 
one or two more bolts have been added 
to make the climb (5.8) a sane, though 
scary, venture. 

The Dike was the aesthetic plum on 

Pywiack, following the sinuous crystal 
dikes on the north face. It was a pivotal 
climb as well, for it alerted other climbers 
to the possibilities and risks of venturing 
on to crackless Tuolumne rock. The 
lesson was well taken. Between 1965 and 
1970, climbers - including Gerughty -
took the main arches and grooves on 
Tuolumne Domes. Only now and then 
were totally crackless areas climbed, and 
usually only between cracks. The result
ing routes are some of the most pleasing 
to be found anywhere. The Hobbit Book 
(5.7) is a striking dihedral route on 
Mariuolumne, where the climbing is on 
chickenheads and waves of orange rock. 
Topping off the route is a hidden , highly 
reflective lake just over the summit. 

Many of the lines following cracks on 
Medlicott were also done in this period, 
the finest being the Yawn (5.9), the 
Coming (5.9) and Chartres (5.9). The 
Yawn, done first by T M Herbert and 
Gordon Webster and freed later by Phil 
Bircheff, is the only long chimney and 
crack climb in Tuolumne. Some mys
terious order in things has put the most 
elegant dihedral in the Sierra at the top of 
this climb. Chartres, done by Kamps and 
me, is an ethereal line connecting several 
long arches. When we first climbed the 
route we arrived at dusk below an en
veloping roof at the top, utterly stymied. 
At the very last we found the secret -
a thick dike glowing around the roof 
corner. 

On Daff Dome, the prominent 
Crescent Arch began a rating debate in 
Tuolumne. When Layton Kor and Fred 
Becky first climbed the route in 1965, 
neither had much experience with 

INTRODUCT IO N TO PHOTODIAGRAMS 
The diagrams used to accompany this article only cover the major 
cliffs and climbs. The selection has been made as comprehensive as 
possible, lack of space prohibits publication of a full guide. 

Above : Medlicott Dome, key to the right. Below: Alan Bartlett on 
Ciebola (5. 10) which takes a line to the right of Sweet Jesus. 
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Tuolumne rock . Without the confidence 
to use the many small crystals and edges , 
they nailed much of the route. Kamps 
and Herbert soon after climbed it free, 
calling the climb 5.9 . Robbins disagreed . 
He called the route 5 .10 because the final 
pitch is so sustained . Kamps disagreed. He 
claimed that ratings should be tied to 
sections, not pitches, and that Crescent 
has no 5 .10 sections. Some, including me, 
have tended toward the Kamps method 
of rating, while other climbers have not. 
Thus, rating disagrements stemming from 
section versus pitch arguments still 
surround such notable routes as Piece de 
Resistance, the Vision, and Lucky Streaks. 
This confusion affects primarily the 5.10 
and 5 .1 1 climbs, as it probably does 
eveiywhere. 

Gradually, many crack systems, 
buttresses, roofs and other prominent 
features were climbed in this period , and 

~ even several crackless faces. Rawl Drive 
(5.9), Nerve Wrack Point (5.8) and 
Vision ( 5. 9) represent examples of lovely, 
sustained routes on glistening, golden 
rock made possible by bolts placed on 
lead from difficult stances. 

Here we learned there is no trick to 
bolt placements from small stances. All 
one can do is twist , hammer , twist, 
hammer, stop, hold that flake, free one 
foot, shake it, free the other , shake it , 
twist, hammer. In time, the calves bulge, 
then break through a pain barrier. Ten to 
20 minutes later, the bolt is ready to clip 
through. A lead involving several bolt 
placements might take a couple of hours. 
After placing several bolts, the common 
method of resting was to come down to 
the last dece'nt stance, rest there , then 
climb back up and continue until it was 
possible to stop to place another bolt. 
J t soon became possible to stop in the 
midLle of 5.8 or even 5.9 moves. 

Phobus and Deimos (both 5.8 or 5.9) 
are crack climbs up steep walls and over 
roofs made possible, even moderate, by 
knobs and edges. On Deimos, T M 
Herbert sat below the climb screaming 
that Gerughty and I should come down 
off our first ascent. T M said a block was 
moving on to us, but we kept on trusting 
the rock over TM . It turns out there are 
no moving rocks on Deimos. Lucky 
Streaks (5.9 or 5.10) follows an inspiring, 
wispy crack system on Fairview. Kamps 
and I both had several bowel movements 
before starting this climb, but again, 
shining gold knobs allowed us to shake 
along this preposterous line, all in one 
day with no shenanigans. Thy Will Be 
Done follows a step over a roof where an 
undercling can squash your nose into the 
ceiling as you jig along. 

Many of these now-classic routes were 
done by only a handful of climbers in the 
'60s, probably because there was little 
information about routes and some 
exaggerated stories about route difficulty. 

Approximately 50 routes were done 
between 1965 and 1971, and three or 
four climbers figured in well over half of 
them . Tom Gerughty , Bob Kamps, T M 
Herbert and I climbed in Tuolumne in 
this period without much notice and with 
an abundance of new route p~ssibilities. 
An article or two in Ascent and the 
American Alpine Club Journal told 
something of Tuolumne climbs, but no 
formal guidebook developed. Certain 
climbs, Lucky Streaks and Chartres for 
example , became known as deadly 
routes and were unrepeated for three 
years after the first ascents. 

T M Herbert probably did much to 
scare climbers away with his rubber
faced, wide-eyed tales of first ascents . 
Swigging a beer and pacing intensely, he 
would say: "God, you should have seen 
them," (referring to some first ascent 
team) "their butts quivering, no place to 
stop, no protection except for some 
dinky bolt . . . I yelled to 'em over and 
over there was nothing to go for and no 
way to reach the ground, and they'd 
better just jump, but they wouldn't 
listen .. . " 

The controversial '70s 
The 1970s in Tuolumne have thus far 

been marked by many new routes, much 
debate about the appropriateness of 
guides and articles on Tuolumne, and 
some arguments about ethical standards. 

The most active climbers of recent 
times in Tuolumne are Dale Bard, Bob 
Harrington and Vern Clevenger. They 
have created perhaps 30 fine new climbs 
in Tuolumne since 1970. Vern kept (and 
still keeps) an informal guidebook to 
Tuolumne which is passed around only to 
a few other climbers for fear of attracting 
too many climbers to the area. Vern 
initially contributed portions of an early 
draft of this article, but decided: "I just 
don't think it belongs in Mountain ." 
Perhaps Vern also feels, as I do, that it is 
difficult to be objective about a place one 
has climbed in so much . Yet Vern has 
contributed considerable information 
about route development in the 1970s 
which is presented here, though I must 
take full responsibility for any misrepre
sentations . And we have discussed conti
nuously the pros and cons of several 
recent climbing styles which stand in 
sharp contrast to the methods of the 
1960s. 

The main ethical debate between 
climbers of the 1960s and 1970s has 
revolved around a transition in specific 
climbing style. Until 1971 and 1972 , the 
prevailing belief was that aid climbing was 
not desirable, even though it occurred . I 
recall Kamps and I turned back at least 
twice from a route on Fairview Dome 
which seemed to require aid to surmount 
a 20ft roof above Crescent Ledge. More 
strong than the unwritten rule against aid 



was that 1960s prohibition against: (1) 
pre-protection (placing protection on 
rappel or on aid, then free-climbing) ; (2) 
previewing (rehearsing moves on rappel 
or with a top rope); (3) doctoring (fixing 
chock-stones , chopping holds) ; and ( 4) 
sieging ( on climbs, team members follow
ing on jumars or on fixed ropes for easy 
returns to high points, and on pitches, 
lowering by the rope, then hand-walking 
it to the high point) . 

Before 1971, norms excluded these 
methods, but after 1971 ethical prefer
ences changed . In the years subsequent to 
1971 aid climbing, pre-protection, pre
viewing and sieging, though not doctor
ing, have become more acceptable in 
Tuolumne. 

On Pywiack Dome, Royal Robbins 
and Chris Vandiver did Boa (5.10 or 
5.11, A4 or AS) in 1972, and aid and free 
climb surmounting a roof on the north 
face. That same year, a line of bolts 
obviously placed on aid appeared on the 
beautiful golden wall on the southern 
margin of Medlicott. There is still un
certainty about who placed this aid 
ladder. The Plastic Exploding Inevitable 
aided the giant roofs -above Crescent 
Ledge on Fairview, a particular dis
appointment to climbers of the sixties 
who had left the roof unaided expecting 
someone someday would climb it free . 

Also disturbing to those holding to 
1960s Tuolumne ethics were cases of 
previewing, pre-protecting and sieging. 
Some routes involving one or more of 
these tactics include Mr Toad's Wild Ride, 
Shambles, Hoodwink, Death Crack, 
Wailing Wall, Handbook, Crying Time 
Again, and Willie's Hand Jive. 

Climb 'rs of both eras have sometimes 
made fools of themselves defending one 
or another style. About 1974, I chopped 
the bolts on Hand Jive because they were 
placed on rappel and lectured one of the 
ascent team. Thinking about it after
wards, I felt pretty foolish, but soon 
found company in the den of fools when 
the bolts were replaced on rappel, this 
time more than last! Chris Vandiver 
reports that arguments continue about 
the route, and in one case climbers nearly 
came to blows. Perhaps Werner Braun 
holds the answer. He chose to climb a 
route not far from Hand Jive by doing it 
solo and in work boots. Werner's Wiggle is 
5 .8, not bad for Werner's first climb! 

However many of the recent routes 
were originally done, several lines of the 
1970s offer fine challenges to climbers 
no matter what their ethical preferences. 
For face climbers who crave bursts of 
jitters on tiny edges and glossy knobs , 
Polly Dome and vicinity are a must. 
There is Get Slick (5.10) just to the right 
Right: Dyke Route climbs the obvious dyke. 
Climbers on the direct Needles and Spoons 
(5. 1 OJ. Photo: P. Livesey. Above Left: glacial 
Polish on The Vision, Penny Royal Arches. 
Steve Roper leading, Royal Robbins belaying. 
Below left: Wailing Wall (5.11+} Medicott. 
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of the classic Great White Book. And 
nearby are Piece of Grass (5.10+) and 
Sweet Nothings (5.10+), just a notch 
up on the jitter scale from Get Slick. 
Finally, Dreams ( 5 .11 +) and Golden 
Bars (5.11) are currently the most touchy 
short face climbs. Climbers who do 
these routes will look over to the Dike 
and smile at the thought of Gerughty 
trembling. Yet the route they are on 
would not have been possible without 
the Dike and other climbs, each of which 
pointed and forever points to the next 
head-swimming possibility. 

In the category of roof problems, 
several stand out . Jim Bridwell and Roger 
Breedlove climbed Hoodwink on 
Harlequin Dome to create that upside
down feeling un ti! a bucket is reached . 
The roof is followed by a bolt ladder 
which was placed on aid and then freed 
immediately. Other climbers felt the 
ladder wasn 't necessary and fewer bolts 
would have been adequate. Wailing Wall 
is a roof problem of much more serious 
nature than Hoodwink. Here, fierce 
underclinging and jamming on the crux 
pitch provide plenty of scare . Initially 
called 5.12 , the roof was protected on 
aid, then slowly but surely freed . 

Uh-Uh on Fairview provides a comic 
relief roof. Imagine a 25ft ceiling which 
looks impassable but is only 5.3! Unfor
tunately , getting to the roof is not so 
pleasant. T M Herbert nearly lost his life 
(again) on the third ascent , when he was 
deceived by the devious second ( or it is 
third?) pitch. Sixty feet out in the middle 

of nowhere and in the midst of incessant 
whimpering, T M finally placed a bolt. 
Boa on Pywiack has a roof which resists 
a free ascent, no matter how defined. 
Clevenger strained his back on the route 
and sieged it, but to no avail. 

Crack climbing in Tuolumne took off 
in the 197Qs. In 1972 Bridwell and 
Breedlove climbed Handbook on Whizz 
Dome to create a 5 .11 hand and finger 
problem. Hints of resting on protection 
still surround stories of the first ascent. 
Several years passed before a second 
ascent, done in reportedly better style . 
Oz takes an appalling bold crack line on a 
small dome below Marioulumne. Done in 
1975 by Bard and Locke , the route might 
be the steepest in Tuolumne, a truly 
dizzy experience. Reportedly, two aid 
bolt ladders were employed to protect a 
headwall which was then free-climbed, 
all below the main dihedral. Also , the 
entire route was fixed with ropes to allow 
easy up and down access . 

Death Crack (5 .11) on Stately Pleasure 
Dome provides the overhanging fist and 
off-width challenge in the area. After 
being top-roped by Clevenger and others 
for two years , it was led in 1976. So 
overhanging is this crack that the top
rope swing is worse than a leader fall! 
The experience of sailing toward Tenaya 
Lake horizontally is like hang gliding. 
Blues Riff (5.11+) on Polly Dome is 
Bard's contribution to Tuolumne crack 
climbing. Ten tries over two years and 
much pre-protection finally created this 
horrendous route. 

In the category of long climbs, the 
best are on Fairview and Medlicott . 
Probably the best of all is Piece de 
Resistance (5.10 or 5.11) on Fairview 
Dome . I usually am restless the night 
before first ascents, but for this one I 
flipped and flopped in my bag from dusk 
to dawn. Clevenger , on the other hand , 
showed up at sunrise with his usual 
relaxed yawn. He and Harrington had 
been working on the crux headwall pitch 
some weeks before and could perhaps 
be more casual. But I also knew they 
had had to use aid at one point on the 
headwall and it was not certain it could 
be eliminated. 

I voted for a haul bag with extra shoes , 
water, food and sleeping bags so as to 
allow us a good chance at the climb. We 
hauled lots of junk none of which we ever 
needed , but all of which helped our 
buzzing brains. The aid went free, result
ing in steep, ceaseless edging up one 
5 .10 move after another. Because of the 
quality of the rock , its aesthetic features 
and the continual blaze of varied 
difficulty , this route is my favourite in 
Tuolumne. 

Near Piece de Resistance is Mr Toad's 
Wild Ride , a multi-year effort by 
Clevenger and others , sieged and aided , 
but eventually freed. An enormous left
facing dihedral (not part of the climb) 
marks the general line. Here again , the 
action is superb steep face climbing on 
rock which sparkles in the afternoon sun. 

Also nearby are Fairest of All and the 
Plastic Exploding Inevitable, two other 
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SELECTED TUOLUMNE ROUTES 

Route Rating 

Water Cracks 5.7 

North Face, 5 .9 
Fairview 

Great White Book 5.6 

Inverted Staircase 5 .10 

West Crack 5.8 

Hobbit Book 5.7 

Crescent Arch 5 .9 or 
5 .10 

The Dike 5 .8 

The Cooler 5.9 

The Yawn 5 .9 

Lucky Streaks 5.9 or 
5.10 

Cooke Book 5.10 

Always Arches 

The Coming 

Chartres 

Lament 

The Stairs of 
Cirith Ungol 

Euphoria 

5.10 

5 .9 

5.9 

5 .9 

5 .7 

Rawl Drive 5 .9 

Vision 5.9 or 
5.10 

Lunar Leap 5.9 

Thy Will Be Done 5.10 

Phobus & Deimos 5.8 or 
5.9 

Vicious Thing 5 .1 0 

Nerve Wrack Point 5.8 

El Condor 

Faux Pas 

Sweet Jesus 

Hoodwink 

Handbook 

Boa 
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5.8 

5.9 

5.9 

5.10-

5.11-

5.11, 
A5? 

Date 

1955? 

1958 

1962 

1962 

1963 

1965 

1965 

1966 

1966 

1966 

1967 

1967 

1967 

1968 

1968 

1968 

1969 

1969 

1970 

1970 

1970 

1970 

1970 

1970 

1971 

1971 

1972 

1972 

1972 

1972 

1972 

Team* Style 

W Harding, others 

C Pratt, W Reed First aided, 

J Baldwin, J Foott, 
H. Morehouse 

freed 1962? 

G Denny, Reed First aided, 
freed 1963 

Reed, F Sacherer 

C Raymond, 
G Webster 

F Beckey, L Kor First aided, 

R Evja, T Gerughty, 
D Meeks 

D Erb, Gerughty 

freed 1966? 

TM Herbert, First aided, 
Webster freed 1969 

T Higgins, B Kamps 

T Higgins, B Kamps 

T Higgins, B Kamps 

T Higgins, B Kamps 

T Higgins, B Kamps 

TM Herbert, 
T Higgins 

B Marsh, L Price 

T Gerughty, W Merry, 
J Miller 

T Higgins, B Kamps 

T Gerughty, 
i Higgins 

K Boche, M Cohen, 
R Mclean 

T Higgins 

T Gerughty 
T Higgins 

L Price 

P Ament, T Higgins, 
C Vandiver 

W Merry, D Dorworth 

Route Rating Date 

Piece of Grass 5 .1 0+ ? 

Fairest of All 5.10 1973 

Get Slick 5.10- 1973· 

The Way We Were 5 .9 1974 

Sweet Nothings 5.10+ 1974 

Uh-Huh 5.9+ 1974 

Mr Toad's Wild 5.11+ 1974 
Ride 

Plastic Exploding 5.10, 1974 
Inevitable A4 

PiecedeResist- 5 .10or 1974 
ance 5.11 

Death Crack 5.11+ 1975 

Step It Up and Go 5.1 0+ 

Golden Bars 

A Wrinkle in 
Time 

Wailing Wall 

Oz 

5.11 

5 .11 + 

5.11+ 

5.10+ 

Crying Time Again 5.9 

Willie's Hand Jive 5.10 

Sting 5.10 

Dreams 5.11+ 

Sunshine 5 .10 

Blues Riff 

1975 

1975 

1975 

1975 

1975 

1975 

1975? 

1975 

1976 

V Clevenger, Shambles 

5 .11+ 

5.11+ 

1976 

1976 

1976 
T Higgins, B Kamps 

T Higgins, 
C Vandiver Ciebola 5.10 1977 

R Breed love, preprotected 
J Bridwell 

Team* 

R Accomazo, 
M Graham, 
T Sorenson 

T Higgins, M Irwin 

V Clevenger, 
R Frick 

T Higgins, B Kamps 

V Clevenger, 
B Nickell 

Style 

V Clevenger, D Bard, 
B Harrington 

V Clevenger, sieged 
B Harrington, 
K Leary 

D Bircheff, 
P Birchett, 
J Pettigrew 

V Clevenger 
T Higgins 

V Clevenger 

V Clevenger, 
B Locke 

V Clevenger, 

rehearsed, 
preprotected 

B Locke, V Wal lblom 

V Clevenger, 
B Locke 

old aid ladder 
provides free 
start 

D Bard, J Bridwell, preprotected 
R Accomazo sieged 

D Bard, B Locke sieged, 
pre protected 

B Morris preprotected? 

T Harrison preprotected 

V Clevenger, 
D Ferries, B Locke 

V Clevenger, preprotected? 
B Harrington, 
K Leary, 
V Wallblom 

B Harrington, 
D Oakeshotte 

D Bard 

V Clevenger 

A Bartlett, 
B Harrington, 
V Clevenger 

preprotected 

sieged, one 
bolt pre
protected 

J Bridwell 

R Robbins, 
C Vandiver 

preprotected? * Final ascent team only. Others may have contributed to an earlier effort. 





grade V's on Fairview. The latter involves 
some aid climbing over roofs high on the 
climb. Freeing the roofs should be ample 
challenge for the next few years. These 
are undulating, inverted bulges with few 
decent cracks. Fairest of All hooks too 
wildly right at its middle to be a com
pletely satisfying climb, but does involve 
some intricate, fun pitches before deviat
ing right. When Mike Irwin and I first did 
this climb in 1973, darkness forced us 
to rush one pitch below the prominent 
bowl on the route. I recall climbing a 
fair amount of 5 .8 some 50ft out where a 
bolt was needed. Reportedly, a subse
quent ascent team has added a bolt or 
two to make this pitch safe. 

On MedHcott, a couple of medium 
length face routes stand out as good 
examples of climbs of the seventies. 
Clevenger reports Shambles (5 .11 +) "has 
got to be the most continuously scary 
long climb in the Meadows." Here Vern, 
rediscovered the pull of excitement and 
push of fear which underlie all the 
greatest Tuolumne first ascents. After 
steep, unprotected face climbing, he was 
tugged ever closer to the gold wall, a dead 
vertical, deeply coloured sheet of rock on 
the right edge of Shambles. "I felt pulled 
toward it, as if the route had to finish on 
its margin. Jesus, there you are 700ft 
from the ground, with the sun glowing 
from above and below you." 

The right edge of the gold wall marks 
Sweet Jesus (5.9), a pleasant excursion 
on fabulous rock, though a little devious 
toward the top. More fun, but shorter, 
is Ciebola (5.10), done last year just 
to the right .of Sweet Jesus. Clevenger 
reports this is an "instant classic . .. 
with three parties waiting in line for the 
climb two days after the first ascent" . 
A three foot wide swath of knobs and 
good bolt protection make this the most 
joyous of the climbs on Medlicott. 
Looking back and ahead 

Among the many climbs done in 
Tuolumne , perhaps a few stand out as the 
most satisfying and challenging. For face 
climbers, the Vision and Get Slick are 
satisfying short climbs in the hard, but 
not hardest, category. For the hardest, 
Golden Bars and Wrinkle in Time are two 
short-climb challenges, with Mr Toad's, 
Shambles and Piece de Resis~ance in the 
long, hard category. Crack climbers will 
enjoy Phobus and Deimos in the moder
ate category, and Handbook, Death Crack 
and Blues Riff in the hardest category. 
And for classic, moderate routes (5 .9 or 
below), there are the regular route on 
Fairview Dome, West Crack on Daff 
Dome, the Dike on Pywiack, the Hobbit 
Left: Vern Clevenger, one of the leading expon
ents of the necky arts of Tuolumne climbing, 
recovering at the rest place near the end of the 
crux pitch of Piece de Resistance on Fairview 
Dome. Above left: a view down the crux (5. 10) 
pitch with Clevenger contemplating the moves. 
The climb is rated as one of the finer modern 
slab/wall climbs. (See article). Photos: Tom 
Higgins. 

Book on Marioulumne and Water Cracks 
on Lembert Dome. 

Obviously the style of ascent is 
important information in Tuolumne. For 
those coming to the area uninformed, it is 
important to know if the hardest routes 
have been done with or without preview
ing, rehearsing, pre-protection or sieging. 
If climbers are led to believe a route has 
been done without pre-proetection or 
rehearsing, for example, they will find the 
going unexpectedly difficult, if not 
dangerous ("sandbagged" describes the 
predicament of those in trouble on a 
route because of incomplete informa
tion). They may also believe Tuolumne 
is filled with anti-gravity climbers. 

I think all of this points to the need 
for honesty in reporting ascent styles. 
Thus the accompanying list of selected 
climbs makes an attempt to provide at 
least some information about climbing 
styles, as has the discussion of routes. I 
am not certain all of this information is 
correct or comprehensive, and I must 
take full responsibility for any errors . 

What about the future of climbing and 
ethics in Tuolumne? One of the most 
active climbers in recent years, Vern 
Clevenger, sums it up this way: "Tli.e 
leading climbers, and their ideas, have 
combined to form an ever-changing 
style of climbing employed on first 
ascents. This style is only transformed 
into 'appropriate ethical behaviour' as 
time passes away, and only those who 
change with it are doing the best new 
routes as the years go by. The majority 
of the best routes have now been done, 
but there is always a new gem waiting just 
around the corner or back behind that 
dome. 

"Obviously, no one has the right to 
tell another climber how to climb as long 
as the rock is not hurt ... Historically, 
climbers move on to new places as they 
come to the conclusion that at least for 
them personally there just is not anything 
left worth doing anymore in an area such 
as Tuolumne . Most realize that they are 
merely eliminating problems, 'murdering 
the impossible', rather than solving 
anything. 

"All climbers, especially those who are 
not yet at this point, have a responsibility 
to consider whether we really need 
another route which requires all of the 
aforementioned devious means of prog
ress and maybe some new methods made 
up on the spot, for example the use of a 
bat-hook or quickie bolt in a shallow hole 
for tension so that a good bolt can be 
placed. Certainly, there are some excel
lent remaining possibilities left, but 
maybe all those days of terrifying 
strenuous effort could be expended else
where. Endless possibilities await the 
climber who journeys just a few hours 
away from the Meadows. For me, it is far 
more satisfying to do a new grade V on a 



vugm wall than to spend five days on a 
two-pitch route which barely manages to 
avoid easy climbing on either side. 

"Closer to home, there are some 
climbs which could be redone in better 
style. The fixed protection, placed on aid, 
could be removed from the Wailing Wall, 
Death Crack, Boa and others so that 
their true difficulties can be dealt with. 
Far short of this extreme, however, lie 
hundreds of good routes to have a great 
time on, which after all is the whole point 
of climbing in the first place." 

I have three thoughts about the future 
of Tuolumne. First, I hope climbers doing 
new routes in the future will be explicit 
about the style of their ascents. I think a 
guidebook should evolve and should 
contain a section about the style of 
ascents. This will allow future climbers to 
know about styles and their transforma
tions and, based on complete informa
tion , decide for themselves what is an 
appropriate approach. Of course a guide
book might generate some new demand 
for climbing, but demand is already on 
the upswing and is driven by forces 
beyond the control of any Tuolumne 
devotees. Another obvious advantage of a 
guidebook is it would alert people to 
what has been done. There has already 
been an instance of a party claiming a 

first ascent where their route had been 
done a decade ago ( the west faces of 
Cottage or Erratic Domes were climbed in 
1968). 

Second, to echo Clevenger, I suggest 
the greatest challenges of coming years 
are in doing certain routes in the tradi
tional style of the '60s, rather than 
searching out still more lines be.ween 
lines. There is just more magic per mile in 
climbing without lots of lowering, jumar
ing, aiding and the rest. Speaking about 
another climbing area, Eldorado Canyon, 
Jim Erickson has well stated a similar 
message in the book Climb! 

Third, whatever sense or order one 
seeks in Tuolumne climbing, whatever 
direction anyone tries to give it, always 
seems doomed. The future there, as the 
past, will undoubtedly remain unpre
dictable and paradoxical. From the 
frustration and satisfaction of having no 
guide to the Meadows, to the hope for 
few visitors but enough to appreciate 
one's own routes, to the climbing in one 
style while idealising another, the future 
of Tuolumne will be as befuddling as the 
fear and elation Gerughty must have felt 
when he first shook upward on that thin, 
white web of Tuolumne rock. A. 

MARIUOLUMNE DOME AREA (Above) 

1 Oz 

2 Gram Traverse 

3 Sunshine 

Top: the remarkable Gram Traverse, perhaps 
the ultimate traverse below a roof, two rope 
lengths of 5. 11 traversing done as an alternative 
finish to Oz. The photographs were taken during 
the course of the second ascent. Below: the 
water worn runnel followed in part by Willie's 
Hand Jive on Lembert Dome (5.10). Photo
graphs by Pete Livesey. 



THE SURVEY OF INDIA first allotted 
the symbol T45, later Ml, to this peak, 
which lies just under 20 miles to the 
north-west of Everest. The 1921 Everest 
expedition was the first to discover its old 
Tibetan name. Cho is a commonly used 
word meaning "deity" or "demon", and 
Yu means "turquoise". Only the intro
duction of the O is not quite clear. 
Perhaps it should be properly written 
Choma Yu which would mean 'Goddess 
of the Turquoise'. The officially accepted 
height of the mountain is 26,750ft. 

The first Everest Expedition approach
ed the peak twice, once from the south
east and another time from the west, 
without, however, reconnoitring it more 
closely. Aerial photographs taken by the 
Houston Everest flight in 1933 show Cho 
Oyo and Gyachung Kang very clearly. 
The 1951 reconnaissance explored the 
Ngozumpa Glacier basin which lies to the 
south-east of Cho Oyu. 

The first Cho Oyu expedition took 
place in 1952, with the joint objectives of 
exploring the mountain in greater detail, 
serving as training and preparation for the 
British Everest expedition planned for the 
following year, and testing various articles 
of equipment. The venture was led by 
Eric Shipton. The other members of the 
party were Tom Bourdillon, R L B 
Colledge, Dr Charles Evans, Alfred 
Gregory, Campbell Secord, Griffith Pugh 
as physiologist, and the three New 
Zealanders Edmund Hillary, George Lowe 
and Earle Riddiford. 

Namche Bazar was reached on April 
16, after a 17-day march-in from 
Jaynagar. The expedition's main body 
devoted its attention to the Bote Kosi 
valley and the Nangpa La region on the 
Tibetan border. The Nepalese side of the 
peak did look rather forbidding, but 
Hillary and Lowe reported that the 
approaches from the north-west held out 
much promise. To reach the base of the 
mountain meant crossing the Nangpa La 
(18,754ft) into "forbidden Tibet", where 
a retreat could be menaced by Chinese 
border patrols. 

All the same, they pushed on into 
"No-Man's-Land" on the Gyabrag (for
merly Kyetrak) Glacier, and by following 
a snow- and rock-ridge they established 
their highest camp on May 7 at about 
21,500ft. When the steepest section of 
the ice fall was reached , just below 
22,400ft, Hillary and Lowe had to admit 
that this obstacle could not be overcome 
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with the slender means at their disposal. 
Several members of the party were 
suffering from severe coughs and laryn
gitis, and the reconnaissance was not 
equipped for so serious an assault on such 
difficult ground. It must also be said that 
this was by no means an all-out effort. 
Everest had been their main interest, and 
the men vere anxiously awaiting the 
results of the Swiss spring offensive on 
that hitherto "British" mountain. At the 
time they didn't know that Raymond 
Lambert and Tensing Bhotia (now 
Tenzing Norgay) were to reach a height 
of more than 28,000ft on the South-East 
Ridge before they had to give up. 

by G. 0. and Norman Dyhrenfurth 

Dr Herbert Tichy, well-known 
Viennese author and globetrotter, had 
obtained permission from the Napalese 
Government to attempt Cho Oyu in the 
autumn of 1954. Without the usual fuss 
or fanfares, he organised a small private 
expedition of very modest means, inviting 
only two 31-year-old companions - Sepp 
J ochler, of Lande ck, one of the best 
Austrian climbers, and Dr Helmut 
Heuberger, an Innsbruck geographer - to 
join him. He himself was 42 years old. 
Sirdar Pasang Dawa Lama, Fritz 
Wiessner's companion in 1939 on K2, and 
five Sherpas specially picked by him, 
formed the rest of the party. 

They left Namche Bazar on September 
23. Working from their base to the north
east of Nangpa La, they established Camp 
1 at the foot of the West Buttress, at 
about 19 ,000ft, and the first high camp, 
Camp 2, on a broad shoulder at 20,350ft. 
A fairly easy snow-ridge led to Camp 3 
(21,650ft), at the lower rim of the icefall 
which had worried the British two years 
earlier. In the amazingly short time of 
about an hour Pasang, followed by Tichy 
and Ajiba, found a way through it and 
soon made the 200ft "technical" section 
safe with fixed ropes. On the next day 
Camp 4 was set up by about 23,000ft and 
the way to the summit was clear. 

Success seemed within their grasp, but 
once again, as so often before in Himalay
an mountaineering, the unexpected 
happened: out of a cloudless sky all hell 
broke loose late on October 6. A terrible 
storm snapped tent-poles, tore out 
anchor-stays and threatened to blow the 
tents away. In a desperate attempt to 

save themselves and their belongings, 
Tichy crawled out feet first but forgot to 
put on his gloves. When the gale was 
about to carry the Sherpa tent away, he 
threw himself on it and as he did so, his 
hands, which had been in his trouser
pockets, were plunged into the snow. In a 
matter of minutes they were white and 
without feeling. Pasang and Ang Nyima II 
undid their trousers to warm Tichy's 
hands between their thighs while Ajiba 
fetched the missing gloves from the other 
tent, but it was already too late! 

There was no longer a question of 
making a bid for the top, nor of an 
orderly evacuation of Camp 4. Theirs was 
a fight for mere survival. They waged a 
desperate battle in the raging storm to 
reach Camp 3, occupied by Sepp Jochler 
who had been slow in acclimatising. Then 
on they struggled, down to Camp 2, 
where Heuberger, doctor of geography 
rather than of medicine, administered 
preliminary injections to restore the 
circulation. Next morning saw them all 
back at Camp 1, a relatively warm site 
on a moraine with a superb view. This 
became infirmary and Advanced Base. 

Pasang now went down to Namche 
Bazar to pick up the rest of the equip
ment and fresh provisions, while Tichy 
nursed his severely frost-bitten hands. 
Jochler and Heuberger did a training 
climb on a 20,500ft peak to the west of 
Cho Oyu. 

At this point, on October 11, Madame 
Claude Kogan and Denis Bertholet of the 
French-Swiss Gaurisankar expedition put 
in an unexpected appearance. That 
venture, under Raymond Lambert's 
leadership, had abandoned its original 
plans of attempting Gaurisankar 
(23,446ft) or Menlungtse (23,562ft) -
"Jomo Tseringma" and "Jobo Garu" on 
Erwin Schneider's 1:50,000 map of the 
Rolwaling Himal - and had moved 
farther west in the hope of carrying off a 
bigger prize in Cho Oyu. 

The Austrians insisted that it was they 
who had obtained the Nepalese Govern
ment's permit for the peak, while the 
Lambert Expedition's assigned territory 
was limited to the Rolwaling Himal. They 
pointed out that, fortunately, there had 
never before in the annals of Himalayan 
mountaineering been an invasion of 
another team's area of operation, and 
that any combination with the much 
bigger and stronger Lambert expedition 



was out of the question, as the whole 
point of Tichy's enterprise was to 
demonstrate that a very big mountain 
could be climbed by a very small party. 

A bitter war of words ensued. In the 
end a compromise was reached, on the 
basis that the Lambert-Kogan party 
would allow the Austrians "first go", 
provided it was a single attempt and made 
immediately. Tichy's team were thus 
under heavy pressure when they decided 
to make another assault, even though 
Pasang had not yet returned from 
Namche. True, Jochler and Heuberger 
were now acclimatized and going very 
well, but Tichy was unable to use his 
hands, which were encased in cotton
wool and three pairs of mittens. The 
prospects were anything but good for the 
plucky Austrians. 

This time they dug a snow-cave for 
Camp 3 at 21,650ft, where a storm 
compelled them to spend three nights . 
Longer than that they could not stay, for 
their provisions and fuel were running 
out and the "opposition" were already 
establishing their high camps close 
behind. On October 18 - as Tichy and 
his friends were getting ready to go up 
to Camp 4 of unhappy memories, in a 
mood . of some pessimism - a Sherpa 
observed three men moving up the snow 
ridge. 

At first it looked as if it was the Swiss 
who had lost patience and were coming 
up, but to the relieaf and great delight of 
the Austrians it proved to be Pasang with 
two Sherpas, bringing food and fuel and 
completely revitalising the whole party. 
It seems he had heard of the arrival of an 
opposition team and had dashed up from 
the Bhote Kosi Valley, heavily laden 
though he was, in an unbelievably short 
time, with hardly a halt on the way. In 
spite of this incredible effort he did not 
seem in the least tired and insisted on an 

Above: the unclimbed South Face of Cho Oyu. Photo: John Cleare. 

immediate advance through the Icefall 
to Camp 4 (23 ,000ft). "If the others get 
to the top ahead of us, I shall cut my 
throat," he kept on saying, over and 
over again. 

During the night an icy wind slashed at 
the tents of Camp 4. There were still 
nearly 4,000ft to the summit, far too 
much for a normal day, but there was 
now no time to establish a fifth camp on 
the shoulder, as originally intended. And 
then there were Tichy's hands. Nonethe
less he made a remarkably courageous 
decision to start out with Pasang and 
Jochler on a final summit bid. This was 
on October 19. Heuberger and the other 
Sherpas remained at Camp 4 in support. 

The hard-blown snow offered a firm 
bite for crampons. The only place where 
Tichy, unable to grip anything, asked 
Pasang for momentary assistance on the 
rope was at the notorious rock band, so 
prominent in every photograph, which 
called for a brief spell of rock-climbing. 
Elsewhere the three men were able to 
move up steadily, unroped. The gale had 
abated and indeed a gentle breeze at their 
backs proved helpful. At about 3.0 pm 
Pasang Dawa Lama, Herbert Tichy and 
Sepp Jochler stood on the highest point 
of Cho Oyu. They looked across toward 
Everest and far out over the golden
brown plateau of Tibet. It was more than 
a moment of triumph. They experienced 
a feeling of complete harmony such as 
they had never known before, an almost 
unearthly sense of joy, "worth far more 
than the small price of a few frozen 
fingers", to use Tichy's own words. 

After the Austrian success, Lambert 
and Mme Kogan decided to attempt the 
second ascent of Cho Oyu, so as not to 
return entirely empty-handed. But now 
heavy autumn gales and grisly cold set in, 
compelling the French-Swiss party to 
tum back somewhere between 24,600 

and 24,700ft. While it is impossible to 
assess the exact height reached, it seems 
certain that Mme Kogan achieved the 
consolation-prize of establishing a new 
world altitude record for women, held 
previously by Hettie Dyhrenfurth who 
reached a height of 24,000ft when she 
climbed Sia Kangri (Western Summit) in 
1934 with G O Dyhrenfurth, Hans Ertl 
and A Hocht. 

An Indian party headed for Cho Oyu 
in the spring of 1958. ND Jayal, director 
of the Himalayan Mountaineering 
Institute in Darjeeling, died very suddenly 
right at the start, probably from pulmo
nary oedema. He was buried near the base 
of the mountain he had come to climb. A 
fresh start was made on May 9 which 
resulted in two strong, experienced men 
reaching the summit on May 15: Pasang 
Dawa Lama and the Sikkimese policeman 
Sonam Gyatso from Kalimpong. Once 
again it was Pasang who was the driving 
force behind the second successful climb 
of Cho Oyu. 

The fall of 1959 saw an international 
all-woman expedition attempt the peak 
under the leadership of Mme Claude 
Kogan. This ambitious venture of four 
French, three British, three Nepali, one 
Belgian and one Swiss received world
wide publicity when it met with tragedy. 
Claude Kogan, Claudine van der Stratten 
(Belgian) and the Sherpas Ang Norbu and 
Chhowang were buried by avalanches. 

The two women perished at Camp 4 
(23,300ft), along with Ang Norbu, one of 
the strongest Sherpas, who had been with 
the Swiss Everest expeditions of 1952 
and again with the International Himala
yan Expedition of 1955 under Norman 
Dyhrenfurth. When Sirdar Wongdi and 
Chhowang tried to push their way up to 
the high camp after a heavy storm, they 
were buried by an avalanche a little above 
Camp 3. After a two-hour struggle 
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Wongdi freed himself but could not 
rescue his companion . Although the 
weather began to clear on October 4 , it 
was not until the 11th that other team 
members could reach the site of Camp 4. 
They had already days before seen 
through field-glasses that the camp had 
been swept by an a\'alanche . On the site 
they could find no traces of their 
companions. 

Nineteen sixty-four was the year of 
the German Himalayan Ski Expedition to 
Ch~ Oyu under the leadership of Rudi 
Rott. Back in 1955 , when Erwin 
Schneider, Ernst Senn and Norman 
Dyhrenfurth spent some time north of 
Nangpa La , there was general agreement 
on the fact that Cho Oyu was - with the 
exception of the steepest portion of the 
icefall - certainly skiable. Rudi Rott and 
his men attempted to prove this, unfor
tunately at a cost of two lives and some
what distasteful world-wide publicity. 

According to a report by Fritz 
Stammberger - who disappeared without 
trace while making a solo attempt on 
Ti rich Mr in 197 6 - he stood on Cho 
Oyu's summit on April 25 between 4 .0 
and 5 .0 pm, all by himself. Sherpa Phu 
Dorje II, on the other hand , insisted that 
he had been up there with Stammberger , 
whose "summit pictures" unfortunately 
did not prove that the highest point had 
indeed been reached. German climbers 
Georg Huber and Alois Thurmayr - both 
in very bad shape due to insufficient 
acclimatisation - managed to reach the 
"quartz band" (about 24,600ft) before 
having to turn back. They remained at 
Camp 4 (23 ,600ft), sick, with their 
thinking processes dangerously affected 
by oxygen starvation, still hopeful of 
another summit try. Stammberger tried 
to persuade them to descend , but without 
success. He returned to Base on April 28 
to get help. 

The "rescue team" did not reach the 
site which had gained much notoriety in 
the past until May 5 or 6 (the various 
reports contradicted themselves). Huber 
was already dead, and Thurmayr died 
during the evacuation attempt. It was a 
sad case of human failure. The entire 
undertaking - organisation, leadership, 
qualification of team members - has 
been severely criticised by competent 
judges in many parts of the mountaineer
ing world. 

To conclude: Five men and two 
women have died on Cho Oyu so far. 
Three out of six expeditions have been 
successful, all by way of the easiest route . 
Even a so-called "easy Achttausender" 
should not be underestimated . Greatest 
challenge: the South Face! ~ 
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Above: Captain Noel and Doug Scott. Photo courtesy Kentish 
Messenger. 

Accent on Everest: 
25th anniversary of ascent 

This promises to be the Year 
of Everest, more so even than 
1953. There are to be lectures 
and exhibitions celebrating 
the 25th anniversary of the 
first ascent - and expeditions 
to, and books on, Everest, 
seemingly ad infinitum. 
Seen here with 88-year-old 
Captain John Noel, studying 
some of his early photos of 
the mountain, is Doug Scott, 
gathering information for the 
Everest history he is compiling 
in collaboration with Ken 
Wilson. 
Everest has been a life-long 
interest of Captain Noel's ever 
since it fired his imagination 
as a boy. While serving in the 
army in India in 1913, he 
disguised himself as a native 
and led a small party of hill
men into forbidden Tibet to 
seek a route to the mountain. 
He came within 40 miles, 
which at the time was as close 
as any European had been, 
but was then turned back by 
armed guards. Noel says now 
that it was only the outbreak 
of War that saved him from 
facing severe military discip
line for this escapade. 
An expedition planned for 
1915 with the support of the 
Royal Geographical Society, 
and including Noel amongst 
its members, had to be aband
oned, and it was not until 
1922 that John Noel actually 
set foot on Everest, as official 
cameraman to the expedition 

under General Bruce. Beside 
still photographs, he took 
12,000ft of cine film, much 
of which he processed in his 
tent at 22,000ft while hot 
air was being pumped in by 
natives to prevent it freezing. 
In 1924 Noel was back on 
Everest, again in charge of 
photography, when he lived 
and worked for two and a 
half weeks above 23,000ft 
without oxygen. 
There will be a chance to see 
some of Noel's superb photo
graphs again at a History of 
Everest exhibition, opening in 
the Science Museum, South 
Kensington, on April 28. His 
two cameras will also be on 
view. 
Apart from the Scott version, 
other Everest histories are 
being penned by Walt Uns
worth, Ronnie Faux, Charles 
Clarke ... 
The ultimate challenge? 

Is oxygen an unfair advantage 
on Everest? In 1917 the 
celebrated physiologist-explor
er, Dr AM Kellas, predicted 
that provided the climbing 
difficulties were not prohibi
tive "a man in first-rate train
ing, acclimatised to maximum 
possible altitude, could make 
the ascent of Mount Everest 
without adventitious aids". 
By adventitious aids, he meant 
oxygen equipment. A proph
esy with which Reinhold 
Messner finds himself in agree
ment today. Having made this 
pronouncement, however, 
Kellas himself went on to 

develop ways and means of 
taking oxygen up a mountain. 
His untimely death en route 
for Everest in 1921 delayed 
its universal acceptance, and 
the debate as to whether it 
was ethical or practical rumb
led on for some years, only 
really dying down after 1953 
when reliability and lightness 
were achieved conjointly in an 
oxygen set. Since then oxygen 
has been considered a pretty 
standard requisite for high
altitude mountaineering. 
But Reinhold Messner is a 
purist, a guardian of con
science. He has consistently 
rejected "Technik" in mount
aineering. His was the lone 
voice in Europe back in the 
late '60s - decrying expansion 
bolts and the "assassination 
of the impossible" - that 
ushered in a new wave of 
"clean" climbing. 
"I know I can climb Everest 
with Technik," says Messner. 
"With enough Technik, so 
can anyone ... so many 
porters, so much oxygen, so 
many porters to carry the 
oxygen ... like so, I know I 
can climb Everest. I just as 
well stay at home." 
Outlining his plans in London 
recently for a "gas-free" 
attempt on a new South Spur 
route on Everest with Peter 
Habeler (between the South
West Face and the South Col 
route), Messner went on record 
as saying he would not be 
carrying oxygen even for 
emergencies. If the mountain 
could not be climbed without 
it, he personally would turn 
back. Whether Habeler and 
cameraman Eric Jones could 
resist the temptation in the 
same circumstances is open to 
conjecture, but for Messner 
the attempt is more important 
than success. This is one of 
his philosophies. 
To date Messner has attempted 
six 8,000 metre peaks, all 
without oxygen, and has 
succeeded in climbing three of 
them, Manaslu being the 

highest at 8, 156m. That is 
still way below his hero, 
Colonel Norton, who in 1924 
reached more than 8,500m 
on Everest without oxygen. 
There is constant pressure on 
a man like Messner to produce 
newer and greater achieve
ments like white rabbits out 
of a hat, and he is well aware 
of this. He discusses the 
problem in his new book 
The Big Walls, due for pub
lication in Britain and the US 
while he is on Everest. Chall
enges are often thrown to him 
by journalists eager for some 
new sensation, and he con
cedes that this sort of stimulus 
may easily have influenced 
his choice of climb from time 
to time. But he is sure that 
no pressure from the press, 
from publicity or TV contracts, 
cuts any ice on the mountain. 
Then it is simply his elemental 
survival instinct that comes 
into play. An instinct he 
takes good care to nurture, 
recognising that stress and 
disillusion can gnaw away at 
a man's motivation to survive. 
He takes pains to disregard 
harsh criticism and avoid 
emotional turmoil, and cert· 
ainly does not appear to be the 
restless spirit he once was. He 
seems, if introspective, to be 
relaxed. Coming to terms with 
his broken marriage, Messner 
says, he realised that it wasn't 
his successes that spurred him 
on to newer goals, but the 
sheer satisfaction of climbing. 
Success itself, was unimportant, 
and certainly success-at-any
price. Like taking oxygen. 

Meanwhile, back in The Cwm 

While Messner and Habeler 
work at the South Spur, 
Austrian mountaineers led by 
Wolfgang Nairz (33) will 
make a parallel attempt on 
the South Col route. Nairz is 
taking a hang-glider, and hopes 
to take off from the Col. 
The team has considerable 
Himalayan experience. Nairz 

Oswald Olz (left) and Wolfgang Nairz prominent Austrian expedition 
mountaineers involved with the attempt to hang-glide from Everest. 
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himself, Josi Knoll (54) and 
the doctor, Oswald Olz (35) 
were all on Makalu and 
Manaslu with Messner. Hanns 
Schell (39) and Robert 
Schauer (24), both from Graz, 
have previously climbed 
Hidden Peak, Nanga Parbat 
and Kun. Helmut Hagner (38) 
has been on Makalu, and others 
have climbed in the Hindu 
Kush and the Andes. Leo 
Dickinson will accompany the 
party as TV cameraman. 
Franco-German alliance 

When Pierre Mazeaud (Naked 
Before the Mountain) was last 
on Everest with the I nternation
al Expedition of 1971, his 
bitter disillusionment with 
the leadership and other team 
members received worldwide 
coverage: "I am not going to 
be a Sherpa and carry for 
Anglo-Saxons. It is not only 
me but France you have 
insulted." 
Karl Maria Herrligkoffer's 
International Expedition to 
the South-West Face the 
following year was hardly 
more amicable. Riven with 
personality and organisational 
problems, it too disintegrated. 
Both men will get a second 
chance. Herrligkoffer is to 
lead another Everest South 
Face Expedition this autumn 
and will be sharing his permit 
with Mazeaud, who is bring-
ing a French group to attempt 
the South Col route, Polish 
climber Wanda Rutkiewicz 
(leader Ladies Gasherbrum 111 
Expedition, 1975) will join 
the expedition .. All are hoping 
for national "firsts" on the 
summit. 

Alex MacIntyre, new BMC Nation
al Officer. 

Old job, young man 

The British Mountaineering 
Council have appointed 24-
year-old Alex MacIntyre 
National Officer in succession 
to Peter Boardman. 
MacIntyre is a law graduate 
from Leeds University. It took 
him five years to get the 
degree, because of his very 
active Alpine climbing career. 
His climbing record includes 
new and hard routes in the 
Alps (Cold Enough for 
Comfort, Mountain 53) and 
in the Hindu Kush (see article 
in this issue) . The BMC have 
secured the services of one of 
the most articulate and 
enthusiastic young mountain
eers in the country to repre-
sent them. A. 
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Above: the long stretch for the mantleshelf move at the top of the fourth pitch of Bishop Jaggers (59). The 
photograph vividly gives the feel of exposure on the delicate slab climb and also represetns the eye-catching 
photo style of Climb, an account of climbing in Colorado. 

Climb! 

by Bob Godfrey and Dudley 
Chelton 
Alpine House/Cordee (8.95 

Godfrey and Chelton have 
produced a book about Color
ado rockclimbing which is a 
superior blend of words and 
pictures. The photos capture 
the tenseness and loneliness 
of the climber transfixed in a 
world of rock and air. The 
words are a history of Color
ado rockclimbing which is 
(to my knowledge) factually 
accurate and eminently read
able. Godfrey has done an 
impressive job of writing 
interesting historical prose 
without being inaccurate, 
corny, or condescending. 
Godfrey, like Chris Jones, is 
an expatriate Englishman 
who has written a history of 
American climbing. But in 
terms of quality of writing 
and photographs, Godfrey's 
book leaves Jones's History 
of North American Climbing 
in the dust. Nor does one 
here find the sleaziness and 
mendacity that exist in Jones's 
work. 
Godfrey is a skilful writer 
who respects words and their 
meanings. There are a few 
slips, but very few. In one he 
refers to a professional climber 
being a "dilettante of word 
games as well as rock climbs". 

"Dilettante" and "professional" 
are mutually exclusive. In 
another place he mistakenly 
refers to the east face of 
Long's Peak being 2,000 feet 
of vertical and overhanging 
rock. Only 1,000 feet is that 
steep. Elsewhere Godfrey 
talks of Ferguson and Wunsch 
and mentions that Ferguson 
practised yoga. A few photo
graphs later we are told that 
Wunsch's "yoga exercises had 
given him tremendous flex
ibility", leading one to suspect 
that Wunsch, rather than 
Ferguson, practised yoga. 
Tahquitz is mis-spelled "Taqu
itz", and there are a few 
typographical errors, but 
generally even minor mistakes 
and slips are at a bare minimum 
for a work of this size and 
scope. 
He traces the history from 
1820 to the present, and his 
prose rivets one's attention 
from beginning to end. He 
appears to have sympathy for 
each era. It's all interesting, 
but for me reading about the 
'60s (the "Golden Era") was 
pure Joy. That was the time I 
know most about, and I can 
vouch for the accuracy of the 
reporting and for the way 
Godfrey has captured, in hum
an terms, the "feel" of the 
era. He's got it just right. The 
hero of that time is Layton 
Kor, and rightly so, for no 

one else devoted himself so 
totally to climbing. A number 
of contributors describe ex
periences with Kor. The best 
of these is an excellent piece 
by Bob Culp on page 104. It 
is the best description of Kor 
I have seen. 
By contrast, reading about free 
climbing in the '70s was a 
gripper. It was exciting and 
I found my breath catching. 
My incessantly sweating 
palms kept wetting the book, 
and I was tempted to chalk 
up so my fingers wouldn't 
slip from the pages. 
In a number of places the 
protagonists describe their 
experiences in their own 
words. Mostly this is effectiv
ely done, for Godfrey seems 
to have evoked a high level 
of commentary from his 
climber-contributors. 
The photographs are marvell
ous and their selection and 
placement is done with 
taste and acumen. In particu
lar the choice, size and layout 
of the early photographs is 
masterful. It is a credit to 
Godfrey's art that he chooses 
to use so many early photos 
depicting similar themes 
(eg - four half-page pictures 
showing the Bavarian Stettner 
brothers not climbing, and a 
dozen photos of members of 
the Rocky Mountain Climbers 
Club, not climbing). Less 



adroit editors would have 
timidly rejected many of 
these photos as corny, or at 
least repetitious. But Godfrey 
knows what he is doing. The 
photos capture the camerad
erie and sense of joyful 
adventure of the time. 
Many of the photos of the 
intermediate eras were simply 
the best Godfrey could get, 
and he has done well enough 
with them. There is a photo 
on page 106 which stands 
out, and it was apparently 
taken by Godfrey. It is a 
striking photo of the rotten 
walls of Glenwood Canyon. 
It looks like Dolomitic lime
stone. If only it were of such 
quality! 
But it is the modern pictures 
that are stunning. They owe 
their I ineage to John Cleare 
and Ken Wilson, but nothing 
quite I ike them had yet been 
done on American soil. 
Mostly taken by Chelton and 
Godfrey, they present with 
dramatic accuracy the chall
enge, and tautness, the 
precision and control of 
modern rockclimbing at the 
limits. In many of these pic
tures one can almost feel the 
gravity pulling at the climber's 
body, and one realises that a 
climber's battle is primarily 
a fight not with rock, but 
against gravity. 
Part of the genius of these 
photographs lies in their per
spective, a result of the 
remarkable positions from 
which they were taken. Many 
seem to have been shot from a 
helicopter hovering just off 
the cliff. 
In almost every way the book 
is first rate and exceeded my 
expectations. The exception 
is the interview with two 
stars of the '60s, Jim Erickson 
and Steve Wunsch. Godfrey 
stages this interview partly 
because Erickson and Wunsch 
have differing climbing phil
osophies, and the interview 
gives Godfrey the opportunity 
to moderate a debate between 
Wunsch's approach of bould
ering up high (taking repeated 
falls) and Erickson's rejection 
of further attempts on a route 
after he has once fallen. The 
debate would be more intrigu
ing were it not for the muddied 
waters of Wunsch's thinking. 
I once commented about an 
article written by Wunsch 
that although he could make 
words fly he was unintelligible. 
I had assumed that he was 
being Joyceian in that article 
and could, if he wished, write 
understandable English. Now 
I am not so sure. After read
ing his attempts in this 
interview at logical explication, 
I think it might be better if 
Wunsch stuck to the poetic 
mode. 
Typical examples of Wunsch's 
philosophy are "it's complete 
bull-shit" to think of climbs 
as creations; and "it's com-

pletely ridiculous to think of 
climbers as artists". 
Surely it is not quite that 
black and white? 
Again, Wunsch rejects the 
idea of ethics and morality in 
climbing, yet criticises Jim 
Bridwell for chopping holds. 
On what basis does Wunsch 
found his criticism? He goes 
on to characterise Bridwell's 
routes as "fiascos". In what 
sense were Bridwell's climbs 
"complete failures"? Moral? 
Ethical? Artistic? Those who 
take pride in climbing in a 
moral vacuum might to 
expected to be reticent about 
another person's climbing 
efforts. 
Another interesting Wunsch
ism is: "I might even applaud 
people who pull up on slings 
and I ie about it later." He 
defends this statement with: 
"I've got as much good as 
bad out of lies". It is unclear 
whether Wunsch means his 
own lies or those of others. 
Because he can think more 
clearly, Erickson gets the 
better of the debate, and it 
becomes clear that, as a 
climbing philosopher, Wunsch 
is an outstanding climber. 
But don't be put off. You 
don't have to read the inter
view, and it at least provides a 
forum for a group of stunning
ly dramatic photographs of 
modern Colorado climbing, 
pictures so intense that they 
would be overpowering if 
presented without interrup
tions. For it seems that 
Godfrey had more worthy 
photographs than history 
around which to space them. 
Perhaps this is why he con
trived the interview, which is 
tacked on at the end. It's 
better, rather than leave out 
these exciting pictures, to 
provide a background of 
meaningless gibberish. This 
Godfrey has managed to do. 
I exaggerate. It is an outstand
ing book, better than most 
for the armchair climber, and 
a must for anyone serious 
about American rockclimbing. 

Royal Robbins 

Single Rope Techniques -
a guide for vertical cavers 
by Neil R Montgomery 

Ross Ellis, 11 Arkana Street 
Telopea, N .S .W. 
£5 plus 50p postage 
What little experience of cav
ing I have has always seemed 
to involve shelving all conven
tional ideas about safety and 
lunging off into the gloom 
attached to ancient stemples, 
corroded pitons and/or rawl
bolts, with the occasional 
spice of blind ascent over 
black and roaring voids 
attached to battered boating 
ropes left long ago in the past. 
Thus a good manual on 
single rope techniques written 
by a benighted trog is a revel-

ation, especially when it is of 
Antipodean origin! 
Throughout, the approach is 
severely practical, with little 
concession to technique un
justified by reason. Practical 
manuals seem to take one of 
two directions - they pander 
to the technical buff or they 
are clearly utilitarian and 
directed to a wider purpose. 
This guide admirably pursues 
the latter course. 
SRT caving has boomed in the 
last decade, and has injected 
an excitement and vitality 
only truly recognisable to 
those who have suffered the 
major haulage involved in 
traditional ladder methods. 
SRT is a liberator but, as a 
few deaths show, it seems to 
require a fairly developed 
technique and impeccable 
choice and care of equipment. 
It is the careful survey of 
equipment and technique in 
this book which justifies a 
Mountain review, for much 
of this is common to both 
activities - and while climbers 
taught cavers much and climb
ing gear is now widely used, 
the stresses of caving are such 
that there is much to learn in 
the opposite direction. 
The manual surveys the main 
items of equipment, applies 
highly rational criteria to 
choice in this area, then goes 
on to give good advice on 
rigging, anchors, the abseil, 
prusiking, general cave effic
iency and, very usefully, self
rescue. A good deal of the 
technical data quoted is 
equally valuable to the 
climber - the fact that new 
ropes shrink explains the 
commonness of the 145ft 
hundred and fifty footer so 
often purchasable from the 
shops, and may help to create 
a fairer line on that issue. The 
need to retire geriatric sewn 
harnesses soon becomes 
obvious in caves, but less 
universal among climbers is 
the habit of tying off the rope 
loops on the Whillans harness 
when abseiling. 
The analysis of the relative 
weaknesses and strengths of 
all the major items of gear 
also forms a useful summary 
of relevant and somewhat 
scattered data. Everywhere 
there is a sureness of touch 
implying a combination of 
formal testing with tried 
experience. The writer falls 
for few of the myths - he 
trusts neither the siren note 
of the lightly-driven ringing 
piton, nor over-sophisticated 
French self-releasing abseil 
devices. He recommends 
keeping out of 11early all the 
water in rigging pitches for 
SRT, and sticks with the 
multi-point belay. He betters 
most climbing practice in his 
advice on rope protection, 
and gives good advice on 
bottom belays for the novice, 
the injured or the panic-

stricken. 
The aim is to combine 
relative simplicity in the range 
of techniques with sufficient 
sophistication to meet a 
wide range of real-life prob
lems - characteristically a 
few key knots are introduced, 
with the aim of trying to 
enable people to do them 
near automatically or with 
one hand if necessary, and 
only a few ascent methods 
are described from (he says) 
the 19 or so available. 
Most novel to many climbers 
will be the special develop
ments devised to meet the 
problems of descent of very 
big shafts. In climbing such 
large descents are by no means 
normal and experience is 
thin, while descents of more 
than 100 metres and some
times much more, all of it 
free from the rock, are quite 
usual in big caves. The survey 
of friction devices, as well as 
conventional methods, thus 
has much to offer the climber, 
though he might boggle 
initially at the Gibbs Spelean 
shunt. This book has much 
to teach the climber, who is 
always potentially airborne 
and often without sufficient 
practised experience and 
technique to get out of it. 
Its treatment of pulley systems, 
as always clearly illustrated, 
will certainly have its uses for 
those wanting to shift heavy 
human or equipment loads 
with a minimum of energy. 
Having spent time abseiling 
free, upside down because 
my sack was too heavy, I 
am persuaded that a careful 
read of this inverted book is 
of particular value to those 
who nevertheless persist in 
the pursuit of higher things. 

Paul Nunn 

Gogarth 

by Alec Sharp 
photodiagrams by Ken Wilson 

Climbers' Club £3.25 

As pointed out by Paul Nunn 
some years ago, a guidebook 
to a magnificent cliff has a 
built-in advantage, in that 
the excellence of the subject 
is likely to make the reader 
less critical of the text. Being 
reasonably conversant with 
events at Gogarth before 
1970, and totally out of 
touch with them since, it has 
been possible for me to exam
ine the guide in some detail 
from two quite different 
points of view. Despite a few 
small points, by virtually 
every criterion with which 
the guide can be tested it 
comes out with flying colours, 
and one can do no other than 
congratulate Sharp on an 
excellent piece of work. 
My immediate reaction was 
to the physical size of the 
guide, which is only a few 
pages longer and actually less 
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bulky than the second edit ion, 
despite the addition of some 
80 routes to the main cliffs 
in the intervening eight years. 
This has been achieved by 
careful attention to the lay
out of the descriptions and 
list of first ascents, and also 
by the adoption of a particular
ly terse style of writing -
which does not, however, 
exclude frequent use of rather 
cloying superlatives. 
Having gone to such lengths 
to save space, it may seem a 
pity to have gone into such 
detail for the Holyhead 
Mountain routes, which can 
surely hold no more than a 
passing interest for the vast 
rf.iajority of users of the guide, 
apd especially to have 
included the two rather path
etic pages on other "crags" 
on Anglesey. The space would 
have been far better used in 
giving a fuller treatment to 
the problem of disturbing 
birds on the South Stack 
cliffs during the breeding 
season. The notes given are 
neither accurate nor convincing 
enough to persuade people to 
observe the voluntary ban, 
and perhaps betray a lack of 
interest in the issue and a 
lack of awareness of the 
strength of the ornithological 
lobby. 
Fortunately, the devotion to 
brevity has not materially 
affected the clarity of the 
guide. Route location is 
generally easy, though the 
starts of two groups of routes 
are described only iri terms of 
themselves, and the strict 
adherence to a right-to-left 
sequence leads to some confu
sion in the Easter Island Gully 
area. The photodiagrams are 
excellent, though that for the 
Main Cliff is terribly cramped, 
with route markings frequently 
masking important crag featu
res. The only significant error 
seems to be the omission of 
the final section of Ordinary 
Route, though this is no 
great loss, since it is a contrived 
line which gains most of its 
merit and difficulty from 
Positron. 
The introduction of E 1 to 
E5 is a useful and logical 
extension to the extreme 
grade, but what a pity that 
Sharp didn't have the courage 
to include all the numerical 
grading information with the 
route descriptions, thus 
replacing those hideous 
"mild" and "hard" prefixes 
and taking the price of a 
ptnt of beer off the cost of 
the guide . Just imagine it : 

**Dinosaur 350ft E3 ( 1) 
( 1966, 10) 5c, 5b, 5b 

We would all then need a first 
in maths! Despite the obvious 
attention which has been paid 
to the grading, there do 
seem to be some glaring 
inconsistencies. 
On page 10, Puzzle Me Ou ick 
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Above: The first ascent of Dream of White Horses. Drummond and Pearce 's traverse resulted, as did the 
development of the cliffs as a whole, from a lateral approach to climbing tradition. Photo: Leo Dickinson. 

is described as being "consid- said to apply to the quality made some effort to explain 
erably more difficult and of some of the more recent why Gogarth should have 
technical than Big Groove", routes. had so many aid points re-
and yet both climbs have the There are, in fact, surprisingly moved so quickly, though it is 
same 5c technical grade. In few important changes in the clear from recent articles on 
Mountain 58, Malcolm Howells grades of the older routes, the cliff by the same author 
stresses that the 5c pitches of though in many cases this is that he has little sense of 
Positron are much harder than only by virtue of aid having historical perspective. Although 
those on Pagan. Surely here we been eliminated. Statement detailed notes might be out 
have a compression of the of the specific number of aid of place in a guide, some 
technical grades caused by a points used, both now and on mention would have been wel-
reluctance to grade anything the first ascent, provides come of the remarkable 
harder than 6a . During the some entertainment. It is a change in some climbs through 
last 10 years or so protection pity, however, that in this the removal of loose rock, 
and climbing techn iques have quest for purity he inaccurat- and of the dramatic improve-
improved enormously, and the ely records a point of aid on ment in protection devices 
hardest pitches now being Scavenger, extra ones on Blind over the last decade, partly 
climbed must be 6b, 6c and Pew and Dinosaur, seven for from the stimulus of develop-
even 7a in relation to those Strike (don't you like Rowland ments at Gogarth itself. 
of the 1960s. Sharp himself either, Alec?) and a protect- Finally, I must mention 
recognises this by his statement ion peg on Primate which three small changes in the list 
that it is the boulder prob- was not used on the first of first ascents. George 
lems of yesterday that are ascent. Borrow has unfortunately 
being climbed on the cl iffs Having gone to such lengths lost his credit for seconding 
of today. Unfortunately, to recover such information, lnterpolator. Howells and 
this comment might also be it seems a pity not to have Whybrow now get the credit 



for Rat Race, which they did 
not complete and to which 
they only contributed the 
third pitch. By this logic, 
Geoff Birtles and Chris 
Jackson should be credited 
with the climb for doing the 
first one and a half pitches, 
particularly in view of the 
rumours that one of the record
ed routes on Castel I Helen 
has not yet been completed . 
At least B irtles now gets his 
credit for Cordon Bleu as a 
compensation prize - the 
moral here is obviously "how 
to edit a magazine and 
influence people". 

Peter Crew 
Helsby and the Wirral 

by Alan Rouse 

Cicerone Press: £1.50 

This is an important guide to 
the training grounds used by 
climbers living in one of the 
most populous areas of the 
country. 
The initial impression is of a 
job well done: the layout is 
clear, the descriptions are 
concise, and the diagrams by 
Brian Evans are a great im
provement on those of the 
1936 guide. The photographic 
reproduction, however, is poor 
and conveys little impression 
of the quality of the climbing. 
In terms of grading, there has 
been a general downward 
movement in line with other 
areas. A consensus of contem
porary opinion would not 
concur with some of the grades 
given for Helsby - Crumpet 
Crack, for instance, is technic
ally harder than The Mangler, 
which is given top place -
but al I this makes for good 
pub talk . Strangely, Al Rouse 
has left out a 4c grade, which 
seems universal elsewhere, and 
also has given no warning that 
the grades are not equivalent 
in the different areas: beware 
Pex Hill, the local forcing 
ground. 
Like most guides, this one was 
outdated the moment it was 
committed to paper. Several 
new routes have since been 
added to Pex Hill, and at 
least two to He Isby. Sensibly, 
space has been allowed at the 
back to include such develop
ments. 
Finally, a criticism of the 
Cicerone Press editing policy. 
No route descriptions are giv 
en for the forbidden crags of 
Beeston Castle and The Tennis 
Court Buttress, both of which 
were included in the last 
guide. Unless we, as climbers, 
show interest and push a 
little, these crags will never 
become accessible . They have 
some impressive routes. 
At a price of less than one 
karabiner, this guide is a must 
for locals, and well worth the 
investment for a journey from 
farther afield. 
Rick Newcombe .A 

LETTERS 
Koreans' record on 
Everest analysed 

from Mike Cheney 

Dear Sir, 
The bald facts make it appear 
that the 1977 Korean Everest 
Expedition was a big success 
- but was it, for the Korean 
climbers? 
The expedition left Kathmandu 
(Lamsangu) in four or five 
parties between July 18 and 
26. Base Camp was established 
on August 9, 23 days after 
the first party left Kathmandu. 
The first (unsuccessful) summit 
bid was made 31 days after 
establishing Base Camp by 
Sang Yul Park and Ang Phurba 
Sherpa, but was defeated by 
heavy snowfall and faulty 
oxygen equipment. The 
summit was reached on 
September 15 at 12.50 pm, 
37 days after establishing 
Base Camp, by Ko Sang Don 
and Pemba Norbu Sherpa . 
The 1975 British South-West 
Face expedition times were: 
Base Camp established 21 
days after leaving Kathmandu; 
summit reached 33 days 
after establishing Base Camp. 
But the Sherpas reported 
that only two Koreans (out 
of 19 members) got as far as 
the South Col: these were 
Sang Yul Park for the first 
summit bid and Ko Sang Don 
for the successful ascent. On 
return the Koreans claimed 
that four reached the South 
Col. 
To get the two (or four) 
Koreans to the South Col and 
above, all the 22 high-altitude 
porters carried to the South 
Col, plus six lcefall porters 
who were called upon to help 
carry to the South Col. A 
total of 28 Sherpas for two 
(or four) Koreans. 
For the first summit attempt 
eight Sherpas went to Camp 5 
at 8,500m (the usual Camp 6). 
For the second, successful, 
summit attempt nine Sherpas 
went to Camp 5 at 8,500m. 
There was a serious shortage 
of oxygen (which may 
account for the poor perform
ance of the Koreans). The 
Koreans obtained their 
oxygen tanks from Japan, the 
regulators and masks from 
France and USA. It was only 
on the mountain that they 
found out they cou Id not 
successfully fit the regulators 
to the oxygen tanks! This 
after five years of planning 
and preparation! As a result 
of this fiasco the expedition 
had to rely on American 
oxygen tanks purchased in 
Namche Bazar (oxygen left 
behind by the 1976 American 
Everest expedition). 
The expedition enjoyed the 
best weather conditions ever 

known by an Everest exped i-
t ion. No serious storms or 
periods of bad weather (for 
Everest) were experienced. The 
success of the expedition 
seems to be the result of the 
very high Sherpa / Korean ratio 
high on the mountain - 14 
Sherpas to one Korean on the 
South Col - and the extreme
ly good weather conditions. 
If nothing else, this expedition 
would seem to prove that 
Sherpas are quite capable of 
climbing Everest by them
selves - and that the day is 
not far off when teams of 
Sherpas will be taking tourist 
"mountaineers" to the top of 
Everest (and other peaks) for 
a suitable fee. 

Mike Cheney (Kathmandu) 

Involuntary rescue: 
The new hazard? 
from Lesley and Ed Fulton 

Dear Sir, 
We are writing to relate an 
incident which touches upon 
fundamental issues; we do 
not wish to imply criticism of 
individuals involved. 
We recently spent a weekend 
walking in the mountains, 
camping high on the fell. 
Conditions were poor, but not 
particularly bad - we have 
enjoyed more extreme weather 
on many occasions, being 
mountaineers of many years' 
experience, and were fully 
equipped for the walk in every 
sense . We have spent weekends 
in this way for years . 
On return to our car we found 
a large-scale Mountain Rescue 
search about to commence; 
we were supposedly lost. The 
sole evidence for this supposi
tion was our car, parked over
night in a public car park . 
The issue is clear. Is our 
society so "caring" that one 
must inform other people as 
to one's everyday comings 
and goings? There is a possible 
criticism of our habit -
namely, that we should leave 
word of our proposed routes . 
We reject this. First, as a fund
amental issue, mentioned 
above; second, as our routes 
vary according to prevailing 
conditions and our inclination 
at the time; and third, as 
total self-reliance is to most 
keen mountaineers an under
lying principle of the sport. 
There are many places, even in 
Britain, where rescue is very 
difficult, and many of us 
seek them out. Novices may 
be advised otherwise, but 
telling people where you are 
going is not a good psycholog
ical preparation for more 
serious expeditions. 
As a postscript, we would 
add that thousands of climbers 
regularly camp high through-

out the year, in all weathers. 
Will we need certificates of 
competence signed by an 
"authority" in a few year's 
time? The whole incident, and 
the broader issue, fill us with 
incredulity. 
Yours, 
L N and E Fulton (Newport, 
Salop) 

American Climber 
questions British Rock 
Ethics 

from David Dahrling 

Dear Sir, 
I would like to raise a point 
regarding the "ethics" which 
are considered acceptable 
within the British climbing 
community. Having consider
able climbing experience in 
the United States, I 
unexpectedly found myself 
with the opportunity to 
visit England and sample the 
climbing in many areas. 
Needless to say, I found the 
harder climbs impressive and 
awesome to say the least. 
The well-publicised ascents of 
the harder routes are indeed 
worthy of praise . However, 
I find it disturbing, as do 
other climbers, to find us 
subjected to claims of "free" 
ascents when in reality, the 
climbs employed either one 
or t'wo aid slings, rests on 
tension, or prior top-
roping (practised moves or 
inspection of route). How is 
it possible to claim a "free" 
ascent when these artificial 
aids are used? A climb is not 
free when the aforementioned 
techniques are practised, and 
it should not be claimed as 
free (e.g. a route described as 
"now free - 1 peg for aid 
at 30ft." is indeed not free) . 
It is even more regrettable 
to discover that it is the 
climbers at the forefront of 
the harder rock scene that 
insist upon using these 
methods. It is obvious that 
these climbers have ext1·eme 
talent and are deserving of 
praise, but they should also 
be the first to admit that 
their climb is not free when 
these conditions exist . 
I believe that both English 
and American climbers are 
guilty of this practice, and it 
wou Id be a credit to any 
climber to speak out against 
such "ethics". Henry Barber 
is one climber who deserves 
credit for his stand and belief 
on such practices, as was 
evident in the account of 
his journey to Australia . 
Hopefully more climbers 
will follow in his footsteps. 
Thank you for your time, 
David Dahrling ([-Jew York) 
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NIVISPOIT--
we know about ice 

Following the change in ownership of Mountain 
I have secured the remaining stocks of the: 

THREE OUTSTANDINGLY FINE 
MOUNT Al N POSTERS 
that were previously advertised in Mountain. 

EVEREST/LHOTSE (Centrespread Mt . 42) 
LES COURTES/N. FACE (Cover Mt. 46) 
TORRE EGGER (Centrespread Mt . 51) 

Printed to high standards on heavy paper and 
despatched in tough tubes postage free . 

£1.50 each or £3.50 for the set. 

30"x18" 
30"x21" 
30"x21" 

Send cheques, international sterling money, orders or 
foreign cash equivilant (i.e . $2 or $7 in cash) 
to : Ken Wilson, 56 Sylvester Road, London N2. 

Nevisport, 72 High Street, 
Fort William. Tel. 0397.3245 

evisport, 261 Sauchiehall Street, 
lasgow. Tel. 041.332.4814 

Climbing School 

The finest in U.S. and European equipment 
from PaulRoss,BillAughlonand Frank Simon 

U.S.Stockistsof J.B.Hard Hats,Clog, 
Terrordactyls, Troll, Berghaus Packs and 
Mt. Equipment. Catalogue 

Box 494, Main st., North Conway, 
New Hampshire, U.SA tel. 603.356.5287 

Advertisement Agents for Mountain Magazine 
in the U.S.A. are:-

Bill Fields & Associates Bill Fields & Associates Bill Fields & Associates 
Bill Fields Jean Olin Cindy Anderson 
22 Montgomery St. 655 S. 44th St. 97 Clark St. 
Boston, MA 02116 (617) 262-7532 Boulder, CO 80303 (303) 499-7076 San Rafael, CA 94901 (415) 454-1862 

Swiss Mountaineering School 
ALPINE SPORTSCHULE GOTTHARD, CH-6490 ANDERMATT 

Tel. 01041 /44/6 77 33 
Ski-Touring - Instruction Courses - Spring Climbing - Kajak Courses 

Instruction on rock and ice for beginners and experienced climbers 
Touring weeks - Private Tours - Survival Course 

Expeditions. Please ask for our Spring and Summer Programmes. 
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B6R6HJIUS 
34 DEAN STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 

ENGLAND. TELEPHONE : 0632 23561 

J. 
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SHEFFIELD 
343 London Road S24NG 
Tel 0742 56018 

LIVERPOOL 
43 Harrington Street 2 
(off North John Steet) 
Tel 051 236 0 525 

The anatomic 
CYCLOPS-there's 
nothing quite like itl 

If you really want ANATOM IC you've no choice -you need 
the comfort, stability and easy carrying ensured by: 
1. an internal frame that YOU can adjust to suit YOUR 

back (1) 
2. a padded canvas back shaped for close comfort 
3. a quick-release hip belt cut to hug your hips and take 

the weight off your shoulders (2) 
4. easily adjusted shoulder straps with top-tensioners to 

draw your sac in tight (3) 
5. a range of sizes to suit adults and youngsters 
If your sac has ALL these features, you are on the right 
track - CYC LOPS ANATOMIC! 
If it doesn't, ask for CYCLOPS - why settle for less? 
Write for Catalogue and details of your nearest stockist. 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty,, Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S) . 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C). 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty ., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty.,Ltd ., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
224 Barry Parade 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. 07 .52.8804 or 52 .8894. 
Tasmania: Hobart 
Outdoor Equipment, 
212 Liverpool Street , 7000. 
Tel.002 .346213 (C) (M) (S). 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. (C) (M) (S) . 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty ., Ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. 67.4845 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
216 Hereford Street. 
Tel. 67.148 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W.,4 1. 
Tel.403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 
B.C.: Vancouver 
ABC of Canada, 
Recreational Equipment Ltd., 
557 Richards Street, V6B 2Z5 . 
Tel. 604.687.7885. 

HONGKONG 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Aberdeen 
Campbell's Sports, 
520 Union Street. (S). 
Tel. 0224.20157 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 
Aviemore 
Nevisport, 
43 Grampian Road. (M). 
Tel. 0479.81208 
Belfast: Northern Ireland 
Jackson Sports, 
38 Bedford Street. 
Tel. 0232.20009 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Oueensway,4, 
Tel. 021.236.6816. (S). 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop. (S). 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643.5180 
Birmingham 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, (C). 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road. Tel.021.454.8771 
Blackburn 
Mountain Craft Limited, 
18 Darwen Street. 
Tel. 0254.57688 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204 .25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, Manchester Rd.5 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277 .221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138Western Road. (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874 
Bristol 

Hong Kong Ellis Brigham, 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tsat Tsz Mui Post Office Box 73 Tel. o272 _3l 1157 
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Bristol 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
41 a Colston Street. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0272.23166 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282 .36816 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C). 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232 
Cardiff 
Y.H .A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyern Road, 
Cathays. 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
Chesterfield 
The Mountain Shop, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate. 
Tel. 0246.68203 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry), 
60 Crescent Avenue, 
Stoke. 
Tel. 0203.441241 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane . 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre. (C) (M). 
Tel. 0302.21297 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501/2 
Dundee 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
93-117 Princes Street. (C). 
Tel. 0382.43766 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
46 Dairy Road. 
Tel. 031.337 .2332 
Elgin 
Bill Marshall, 
11 Commerce Street. 
Tel. 0343.44073 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181/182 Sidwell Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0392.76421 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street . 
Tel. Fort William 3245 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4531/2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street. (M). 
Tel. 041.332.4814 
Glasgow 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4007 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 
Harrison's Rocks, Sussex 
Terry's Festerhaunt, 
Groombridge. (M). 
Tel. 089.276.238 (684) 
H udd ersfi eld 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
28 John William Street. (C (M). 
Tel. 0484.23165 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road . 
Tel. 061.368.1558 
Inverness 
Clive Rowland, 
60 Academy Street, 
Tel. 0463.38746 
Keswick 
Stubbs Outdoor Sports, 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596.73524 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C) . 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
H.W. Poole, 
34/36 Eastgate. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0532.33045 
Leeds 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
21/22 Grand Arcade. (C). 
Tel. 0532.458634 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports , 
105 London Road . (S). 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43a Harrington Street,2. 
Tel. 051.236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1 
Tel. 01.723.5252 
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London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.7541 /2 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.4426 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
53.54 Rathbone Place, W .1. 
Tel. 01.636.6645. (C). 
London 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
14 Southampton Street 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836 .8541 /7 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd .), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6 /14 Cathedral Street, 4 . 
Te 1. 061.834.0161. (C)(M)(S) . 

ancehster, Altrincham M 
Ni ck Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 

4 Stamford New Road . 8 
T el. 061.928.6613 
M anchester, Urmston 
J. & A . Sports & Camping Co ., 

5 Station Road. (C) . 1 
T el. 061.748 .6408 
M anchester 
y . H.A. Shop 
1 
T 

66 Deansgate, 3. (S). 
el.061 .834.7119 

Manchester 
B lacks Camping & Leisure 
02-204 Deansgate. 2 

T el. 061 .833.0340 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
5 6 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629 .3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd. , 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
The Four Seasons, 
115-117 Northumberland St. 
Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
15 Westlegate. 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0602.47230 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank . 
Tel. 061.620.3900 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Middlegate. 
Tel. 0768.4505 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street . 
Tel. 0736.5828 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn . T el. 0705.29410 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd . 
40-41 Lune Street . 
Tel. 0772.21903 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742 . 27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.56018 

. Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. ·(c). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wednesbury 
Tebbutt Bros., 
35 Market Place. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 021.556.0802 
Wells, Somerset 
Rocksport , 
Bus Station, Well s. 
Tel. 0749.73054 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fell sman, 
2 Victoria Street . 
Tel. 09662.4876 
York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate 
Tel. 0904.53567 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 117 
Oslo 
Sport Co. A /S, . . 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt.6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2635 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 . (C)(M)(S) . 
Alaska: Talkeetna 
Alaska Mountain Company, 
Talkeetna, 99676. 
Tel. 907.733.2306.(C)-(M) . 
Arizona: Tempe 
Roadrunner Climbing and 
Touring Society, 
1825 N. Scottsdale Rd . 85281 
Tel. 602.949.5082. (C) 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 . (C) (S) . 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline , 94703 . 
Tel. 415.849 .0735 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745 . (C) (S) . 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd ., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S). 
California : La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard,91011. 
Tel. 213.790.2717 . (C) (S). 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd ., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164 . (C) (M) (S). 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209 .529.6917. (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds ., 
443 12th Street , 92101 . 
Tel. 714.232 .2167 . (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvarado Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 
California: San Luis Obisr:10 . 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401 . 
Tel. 805.541.1533. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105 . 
Tel. 805.682.1083. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786 . 
Tel. 714.982.7408. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacitic Ironworks, 
235 w. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 . (C) (M) (S). 

Dolfisport , Colorado: Boulder 
Snemandsvej la , 2730 Herlev. Neptune Mountaineering, 

94 87 94 1750 30th Street, 80301 . 
Tel. 02. · . ------ Tel. 303.442.3551 . (M) (S) . 

Colorado: Boulder 
Lowe Alpine Systems, Inc., 
1752 No. 55th Street, 80302 . 
Tel. 303.442.4791 . (C)(M)(S). 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd ., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.477 .1722. (M) . 
Colerado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106). 80517 . 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M) . 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 . (C) (S) . 
Georgia: Atlanta _ _ 
Appalachian Mountaineering, 
1544 Piedmont Avenue, 30324. 
Tel. 404.874.4323 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312 .262 .3832. (C) (ML.!..§_L __ 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Easter Mountain Sports, 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue, 
Tel. 617 .254.4250. (C.) (M) (S). 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Avenue South, 55454. 
Tel. 612 .339 .3433. (Cj_ (M) (S) . 

Montana: Hamilton 
215 Main St . (Box 1040) , 59840 . 
Tel. 406.363 .3440. (C) (S) . 
N.H.: North Conway 
International Mounta in 
Equipment (Paul Rossi, 
Main Street, 03860 . 
Tel. 603.356 .5287 
N.H.: Peterborough 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
One Vose Farm Road . 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mali , 
Tel. 607.272.6868. (C) (M) (S) . 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561 . 
Tel. 914.255 .1311. (S). 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd . East . 
Tel. 315.446.3838 . (C) (M) (S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr . 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
880 W. Lancaster Avenue, 19010. 
Tel. 215.527.3616 
Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701 . 
Tel. 717 .326.6537. (C) (M) (S) . 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
10 Penn Vall ey Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215 .493.4536 
Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co ., 
2410 Sa n Anto nio St reet. 
787 05. Tel. 512 .478. 1577 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.4 66. 2101 . (C) (M) (S). 

► 
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Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (M) (S) . 
Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 . (C) (M) (S) . 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 . (M) (S) . 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
501 E. Pine Street, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.0501 .(C) (S) . 
Washington: Spokane 
Selk irk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509. 328. 5020. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Wenatchee 
Asplund's Ski Touring 
1544 N.Wenatchee Ave., 98801 . 
Tel. 509.662.6539 . (C) (M) (S). 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C)(M)(S) . 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H.H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705 . 
Tel. 608.231.2447 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H.H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307 .733 .3595. (C)(M)(S) . 
Wyoming : Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S) (C). 

DON'T THROW THEM AWAY! 
Your back issues of Mountain are wanted. Will pay premium price. 

Also will swap or sell some extras, as available . 
Bruce Beck 2619 Columbia Blvd ., Richmond CA.94804 USA 

HALLMARKED SILVER & GOLD. Lost Arrow Type 
Piton. Hex Nut on Wire sling. Both approx. 1½" long. 
Silver £7.25 each, post paid. Complete with 22" Chain 
Box, £13.00. Both on One Chain. 9ct. Gold, £15.00 each, 
chains 9.00 extra. Also: Club Badges etc. to your own 
design. 
HIGHLAND LINE, ACHNASHEEN, ROSS-SHIRE. 

John Cunningham is 
in the Alps this summer 
with courses for virgins 
and old hands on 
Mont Blanc, Eiger and 
Matterhorn 
enquiries & 
Mountain Ventures 
Brecon House Greenhill Road 
Liverpool L 18 7 HQ 

I am writing a biography of Fritz Stammberger, 
mountaineer/ skier, missing on solo climb of Tirich Mir. 
Seeking people to interview who knew and shared 
experiences with him. Please contact Bruce Maxwell, 
Box 9165, Berkeley, CA. U.S.A. 94709 

MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS We have quantities of 
numbers 53, 54 and 55 available at 65p (sterling) or 
$1.60 each. MOUNTAIN INDEXES Nos. 25-40 and 
41-52. Available at 50p or $1.00 each, £1 or $ 2.00 
for the pair. Send cheque, cash or money order ·to: 
Mountain Magazine Ltd., 3 Edgedale Rd. Sheffield 7. 

MSRSTOVES 
A LOT OF HEAT 

IN A COLD 
CRUEL WORLD 

• MODEL G - White Gas 
#22101 $39.95 

• MODEL G/K - Gas/Kerosene 
#22102 $44.95 

Now Field-Maintainable! 

Sigg Bottle Ordered Separately 
Send For MSR Stove Brochure 

For FREE Catalog Write Dept. M 
Telephone Orders: (206) 762-6750 

MOUNTAIN SAFETY RESEARCH, INC. 
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631 South 96th Street 
Seattle, WA 98108 (206) 762-4244 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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I 

) 

Climbwit}i 
GYHA 

Whatever clothing or equipment you need 
for your next climbing holiday, the chances 
are we have it. Top quality and economy 
lines. All at fair prices-and backed by 
as much free help and advice as you want. 
Call in or telephone for the full facts . 

. or a copy of our climbing catalogue. 

cyHA eve.rxones climbing ceqJte 
London: 14 So uthampton St., WC2E 7HY 01-836 8541 
Birmingham: 35 Ca nnon Street, B2 021-643 5180 
Manchester: 166 Deansgate, M3 3SE 061-834 7119 

~ YHA Services Ltd 
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Austrian Alpine 
"' 

:r Club 
-.. 

~ 

-A -' , . , Alpine 
· •'Thurs and Courses 

in Austria and the 
· , Dolomites 

f, 

Write or phone for this year's brochure Basic and 
Advanced Climbing Courses with professional Austrian 
Guides - High level hut to hut tours in Austria and the 
Dolomites - Budget arrangements for independant tourers. 

• 

Plus full details of membership and its benefits in 
the Alps and at home. 
Austrian Alpine Club, 13 Longcroft House, 
Fretherne Road, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 
Welwyn Garden 24835 ATOL 990B 
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'BMC 
• insurance 

For BMC, MC of S, FMCI and MTB candidates 

The new BMC Insurance Scheme provides 
for UK residents the security even the 

best gear cannot supply . Ifs worldwide. 
12 months cover at a premium which every 

climber or walker can afford-and cannot 
afford to be without. 

It covers : rescue, medical, repatriation, 
personal accident, baggage and equipment, 

loss of deposits, public liability. 
Also available. Hut Insurance and 

expedition cover . 

You don·t have to be a hard man. or 
go abroad. to need 

financial protection like this. J~ 
.. m~British 

Crawford House I 
Precinct Centre 

Booth Street East 
Manchester M 13 9RZ I 

Please send me details of 
BMC Insurance Schemes 

Mountaineering 
Council Services Ltd . 

Name 

Address 

(or telephone 061-273 5839) I 
I 
I __________ ':.J 



Blacks specia list gear is subJect to a continuous testing programme 
in the world's most hostile conditions. 

Already used on every major expedition, including Chanagabang 
and Everest, Blacks tentage has now been chosen for the 1978 
British K.2. Himalayan Expedition. These specialist tents combine great 
strength and durability with exceptional lightness and most can be 
made to order to incorporate any extra features you required. Price by 
special quotation from your stockist. 

Blacks protective clothing too has also been put to the same kind 
of tests and can be relied upon to keep you warm and dry whatever 
the weather. 

MACINNES BOX TENT (above) 
The rectangular summit box tent designed 

by Hamish Macinnes has a fluorescent orange PU 
coated nylon outer with sewn-in groundsheet and 
removable frost lining. Simple, strong sectional 
aluminium frame. Weight 5.7kg (12Ib 9oz) 

DOUBLE SKIN TUNNEL TENT 
Acknowledged the best 

nylon tent for Himalayan ~~=.r°rOV 
high altitude conditions, ' _ _ [J 
it features flexible -
fibre glass hoop 
supports, adjustable 
twin alloy ridge poles 
and sewn-in inner tent for 
rapid erection. Sleeps 2/3. Weight 5.5kg (12Ib). 

PYRAMID TENT 
Regarded by many as the best tent in the world 

for polar conditions. Sleeps three 
with kit. Heavy duty single section 
alloy poles are sewn in to the 
double canvas which has a 
sewn-in ground sheet and 
sleeve entrance. Packs 
into one 335cm (11ft) 
valise for sledge transport. -----"'"----=--=----
ALASKAN TENT 

Although offered as a standard model, the 
New Alaskan Mountain Tent is designed to cope 
with hostile conditions. It has angle poles front and 
rear and ridge poles, Ripstop nylon flysheet 
with rock/snow valance, 3-sided 
front and rear bay and sewn-in 
PVC nylon coated ground- ; 
sheet. 3-way zip door. 
Sleeps 2/3. Weight 4.5kg 
(10Ib) RRP £89.95 

SNOWGOOSE 
Best that money can buy. 

Purple Ripstop nylon filled with 
1.36kg (3Ib) of all new pure white 
goose down. RRP £146.65. 

TROMSO 
Designed for the ultra 

lightweight camper/ climber. 
Down-proof blue nylon with 
568 grammes (1 ¼lb) of all new 
duck down filling. RRP £51.45. 

SNOWDRIFT 
High specification bag 

filled with 1.36kg (3Ib) of all-new 
duck down filling and outer in 
orange Ripstop quality down
proof material. RRP £103.25. 

NORSELAND 
Covered with Blue Nylon 

and filled with 795 grammes 
(l¾lb) of Blacks No. l quality 
new duck down and light fluffy 
duck feathers. RRP £59.75 with 
short zip, or £5 7.45, without zip 
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HAVE IT 
ON A MOUNTAIN 

(Comfort that is) 

with DOLOMITE 
Never before have you experienced 
comfort like this in mountain boots 
which are as tough, resiliant and 
waterproof as these. You have to feel 
it to know what its like. 
Feel it with your feet. 

Comfort that is 
with DOLOMITE BOOTS 

MODEL 362 MAJOR This boot is the 
ultimate in a single Mountaineering boot. 
Made from the superlative double tanned 

Swiss Ga/louser Leather it has a wood 
and steel shank and is flat lasted as the 

Eggar and Laverado boots. It is 
higher than other single boots 

and has a snow-cuff. It also has 
a double tongue and is, with 
the exception of the tongue, 

lined throughout with 
suede leather. Available in 

sized 40- 48 inc. 

MODEL 223S SUPER LAVERADO This superb Mountain 
boot 1s madP. from high quahry Swiss Gallouser leather with 
reversed tnple sewn welts. It has a bellows padded tongue 
and wood and steel shank, the steel offering support 
and stiffness, and the wood providmg warmth for 
the wearer. The reversed Sw,ss Gallouser leather 
Is reputed by boot manufacturers to be the 
best leather avadnble. With ,rs oadded 
snow-cuff as the ,mprovemP.nt for 
1977 rh,s 1s undoubtedlv one of the 
best boors of ,rs type. 

MODEL 311 SUPER EGGER This boot 1s designed in the 
spmt of the original Tom Egger which has been famous 

as a climbing and mountBmmg boot for over 20 years. 
This boot has a w ood and steel shank giving support to 

the boot and warmth to the wearer. It has a 
traditional Toni Egger uoper with bellows 
tongue made from a full gnn full chromed 

leather. The boot has tr,ple sewn 
reversed welts with the vibram 

montagne sole with a blocked toe 
This boot offers the Mountaineer 
and rock climber a good strong 

boot at an economical price. 
Sizes ava,lable 39~ 48 inc. 

Send 25p for Britain's 
most comprehensive 
mountl!ineering catalogue. 

Mountaineering Activities Ltd. 
Wellington Mills 
Duke St. 
Manchester. 

Waterproof I 
Breathable 
. that's the NEW 

Mistral range of 
GORETEx·· 
garments from 
Berghaus 

Goretex 1s revolutionary 
because for the first 
time 1n backpacking, 
walking, cl1mb1ng, 
sk1-1ng or sail1ng 
condensat1on 1s a 
thing of the past' 

It's going to be 
the hit of 1978-
make sure you 
don't miss out! t) Wrrte for details 

to the 
manufacturers· 

~.!!,9~,9u!~ 
li.·lt•phrnw :0632 23561 

looks great• 
performance lst.class-
and doesn't cast the earth I 

IN WET RESISTANT, WASHABLE 

Gone are the days 
when synthetic bags 
were poor relations to 
down . Recent developments 
have closed the gap in 
lightness. compactness & 
warmth to a remarkable 
degree. 
Combined with the qua lity . 
reliabi lity and styling 
of Poin1five. the new 
Hollofi l bags are certain 
to appeal to the outdoor 
enthusiast. 

Ask at your ou tdoor equipment shop or send for lcanet tu: 

BANTON & CO LTD., Me.idow Lane, Nottingham . 

HOLLOFIL 

Also in Hollofi/ 
NEW THERMOBAG 

& ROARING FORTIES 

pointfivtt 



BORROWDALE ROAD, KESWICK 

Our latest special overtrousers with zipped legs which 
make them easy to get on over boots. Full gusseted leg. 

Self adjustable braces allowing ventilation and free 
movement at the waist. 100 % silver lined. Nylon. 

Price £10.00 postage 50p Small, Medium and Large. 
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FRIENDS 
Now in the shops. 
Enquiries to WILD COUNTRY 
Town Head Works, Eyam, Sheffield. Tel. (0433) 30699. 

U.S. enquiries to Jardine Enterprises, P.O. Box 68445, 
Oak Grove Branch, Portland, Oregon 97268. 
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You'll go far 
w-ith Field & Trek 

-n,e mounfo,n ~ bocJ:pocker speau/,sls 
We stock possibly the widest range of high quality equipment 
for climbers in Britain at extremely competitive prices . 

Famous brands we stock include: 
Ace, Atkinsons , Beaufort , 
Belstaff , Berghaus, Blacks , 
Boylan , Bukta, Bulldog , 
Camp Trails , Caravan , 
Chouinard , Clog , Dachstein , 
Daimo,, Edelrid , Edelweiss , 
Galibier, G. & H., Grenfell, 
Hawkins, Helly Hansen, 
Henri Lloyd , Hiatt , Howarth , 
lnterlap, lsba, Janus, Javlin , 
Joanny, Jumar, Karrimor, 
Mammut , Mascot , Millet , 

Moac , Mountain , M.S.R ., 
North Cape, North Wall , 
Oldham , Optimus, Peck , 
P. & 0 ., Point Five, Ranch 
House, Raven , Rohan , 
B. Salewa, Saunders , Scarpa, 
Seal Fur, Sigg , Silva, Simond, 
Snowdon , Solar, Sprayway, 
Spring low, Sticht , Stubai , 
Sun to, Tenson , Tilley, Trangia, 
Troll , Ultimate, Vango, Viking , 
Wild Water, Wilkie , Yakpak . 

SPECIAL OFFER '- best buy in the U.K. --------, 
EDELWEISS Compact Kern mantel Rope, 11 mm x 45mm 
Retail price £37 .80 Our price £28 .35 + 75p postage. 

Send for our free mail order catalogue offering substantial 
redu c tions . Or visit our shop, open Mon-Sat 9 to 5, 
Thurs . till 1 p.m. Access and Barclaycard accepted. 

EXPORT & CONTRACT------------, 
We have a special contract department for club, expedition 
and educational orders, and for a personal and direct export. 

Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 23/25, Kings Road , Brentwood , 

('~'·tit•1~11:J§''rR 
1 To: Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 23/25, Kings Road , Brentwood, 
I Essex. CM14 4ER. Tel : (0277) 221259/219418. Telex: 995566 
I Please send me a copy o f your FREE MAIL ORDER PRICE LIST □ 
I Please send me your new Backpacking Gear Guide , I enc lose 250 □ 

I Please send me your Educati on Gear Gu ide. I enclose 50p □ 

I Please send me details of export terms □ 

!NAME MJ 1-~-'}] I AODIUSS 

1-- - -----------------~~ L _________________________________ j 



"VANGO FORCE TEN, I presume ..... " 

UAnliD 
FOR LI TERATURE ON FORCE TEN & KINGFISHER RIDGE TENTS , BOOTS , RUCKSACKS & STOVES , CONTACT BRITAIN'S LEADING GEAR SPEC IA LI ST 

VAN GO (SCOTLAND) LTD , 47 COLVEND ST., GLASGOW G40 4DH . TEL : 041-556 7621 



TopTcnt, 
Tents for Mountain, Moorland and Meadow. 

Our tents have proved rugged in all weather 
conditions and offer the Mountaineer, 
Backpacker and Hillwalker the best possible 
protection and comfort. There is a choice 
of nine models - please write for catalogue to :-

ROBERT 
SAUNDERS 
(Chigwell) Limited. 

Five Oaks Lane, CHIGWELL, 
ESSEX, England. 

B9CK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
Handm ade o f neoprene ny lon, th e bes t iro n buck les 
and copper be lt ri ve ts, hand se t w ith our own special 
too l . Neoprene ny lon docs not ice up. Hea t sea led 
edges provide furth er pro tec t ion aga inst ice bu il d up. 
Will no t stretch. No -time- lim it guMan tee. 
Makers of the f am ous Chouin ar d Crampon Straps. Wri te for free ca talog. 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS-2619, COLUMBIA BLVD., 
RICHMOND, CA., 94804 U.S.A. 

NOW AVAILABLE 

CLIMB! 
ROCK-CLIMBING IN COLORADO 

Bob Godfrey and Dudley Chelton ( $14.95) 

MASTER OF ROCK 
THE BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN GILL 

Pat Ament ( $11 .50) 

Post free to anywhere in the world from 
ALPINE HOUSE P.O. Box 1763, Boulder 

Colorado 80306, U.S.A. 

(Foreign orders : Bank draft in U.S. Dollars 
drawn on a U.S. bank) 

Ellis 
Brigham 

AFRESH AIR 
EXPERIENCE 

in and amongst 
the smoke and 
grime 

true rock and mountain specialists 
City Centre Shops at : 
Manchester Bristol 
6/14 Cathedral Street, Manchester, M4 3FU 162 Whiteladies Road, Bristol, 
Tel. 061-834 0161 Tel. 3111 57 

Liverpool 
73 Bold Street, Liverpool 1 
Tel. 051-709 6912 

Fresh Air Shops at : 
Snowdonia 
Capel Curig 
Tel. Capel Curig 232 

Postal Dept 
Wel lington Place, Liverpool Rd, Manchester 
Telephone 061-833 0746 

Cornwa ll 
Market Jew Street, Penzance, 
Tel. 5828 

60 Printed in Eng land by Loxley Brothers Limited, Sheffield and London 





rememBer oown:-
. . 

HOW LIGHT IT WOS? 

Now You Can Buy Down Again 
The Green Dragon Sleeping Bag 

£58-59 
1.46 lbs of superb grey down. New soft shell 
fabrics. Slant wall baffles. See it at your 
stockist now. 

The First Of The Dragon Series 
From Mountain Equipment 
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