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Lik.e its illustr ious namesake the Thor is com· ·· - c_= ~~:·:,···--~;~:.~R~---,...___,·~ 
pletely at home in the elements. -~-='".- _:··_-;;::=:-· ·;a,a:l::.~~P-"lll■ 
Manufactured from neoprene proofed nylon the 
Thor offers the complete weather protection required 
by the rock cl imber and alpinist alike. 

Its special features include: 
* Drawcord fastened hood has a wire stiffened peak for better protection 

a·nd vision 
* Heavyweight zip gives two way opening protected by a Velcro closed flap. 
* Two side pockets are zip closed with ring pulls for easy operation 
* Velcro fastened cuffs 
THOR - a tough character to have on your side when the going gets rough . 
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WARMTH AND RELIABILITY WITH 

a touch of class 
For too long, mountain wear has been practical but dull; ski wear 

fashionable but hardly suitable for harsh weather conditions. Pointfive 
have now combined the virtues of both to create a new stylish range 
ideal for climber/walker/ skier/ backpacker/ camper - everyone who 
enjoys outdoor life yet likes to look smart. 

Available in a complete range of sizes for men and women, in several 
fashionable colour combinations, at a very competitive price. 
CHOOSE FROM VEST/SUPER VEST/JACKET/PARKA 

HIGH SIERRAi~down 
AL ASH A ~olliUesist0nt 
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Right; 
High Sierra Parka 

Left; 
High Sierra Jacket 

Below left; 
Alaska Parka 

Below Right; 
Alaska Super Vest 

HIGH SIERRA 

Filled with top quality New Duck Down (fill power 90). 
Covered with either silver nylon with aluminised backing, 
or robust nylon twill, or the best water resistant cotton 
cambric available. Practical yet fashionable design features 
include leather shoulder pads for non slip hard wear, hand
warmer pockets etc. 

ALASKA 

Robust-Filled with wet resistant Hollofil. Covered with hard 
wearing, water resistant nylon twill or nylon stretch . Close 
fitting without impeding body movement. 

p intflv• 
Collect your colour brochure on the new Alaska/High Sierra 
clothing from your outdoor equipment shop or write to 
Banton & Co. Ltd. Dept C, Meadow Lane, Nottingham. 



• UNIQUE PROCESS 
• LAMINATED WITH 

100% DACRON. 
• DOES NOT PILL. 
• INCREASES WIND 

RESISTANCE WHILST 
NOT AFFECTING 
"WICKABILITY" 

• TRIED AND TESTED 
BY MOUNTAIN RESCUE 
TEAMS. 

• NAVY AND RED, 
PLAIN AND STRIPED 
TRIM. 

• SIZES FOR MEN 
AND WOMEN. 
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Take a new look at 
the''High Andes''range 
-andseewhatyoule 

getting into 
· Comfortable polyester cotton inner. 

Hardweanng 
. double
calendered 
nylon outer. 

Distinctive 
dark.blue 
outerwith 
pale blue 
stripes. 

At Polywann we don't believe in resting on our 
laurels. . 

So we took our superb "High Andes" range of 
Specialistsleepingbags-and completely redesigned them. 

Filled every bag with fabulous Dacron* Hollofil, 
to make them wanner and lighter. Made the outer covers 
from double calendered Nylon to ensure they wear 
harder, lastlonger. 

And introduced two new bags to make the range 
complete. 

As a result you've got a new choice of superior 
sleeping bags made to the famous Polywann standards of 
quality-covering every field of specialist ou tdooracti vi ti es. 

There's the 'Climber' and new 'Pioneer', with 
fantastic double walled insulation for complete protection 
when the going gets tough. 

And the tapered 'Rambler' and 'Trekker', together 
with the new hooded 'Hiker', that are ideal when weight 
is at a premium. 

All at a quality and price you'll have to go a long 
waytobeat. 

Sotakeanewlookatthe"HighAndes" Range at 
your specialist camping shop-or send for a full colour 
leaflet -and get into something special . 

_,# 'I took one of the old "High 
Andes" bags with me to the 
Antarctic and it proved invaluable, 
especially in a number of survival 
situations. And now the new range 
is even better'. 

Flt. Lt. David Monteith, a 
memberofthe 1976/77 JointServices 
Expedition, Elephantisland Group, 
Antarctica. 

Polywarm Products Ltd, 
~polywarm Quay Road, Rutherglen, 
~ ® Glasgow, Scotland. 

*DuPont's registered trade mark for its polyester fibre. 



Karrimor Jaguar 
keeps your back in great shape 

NOW AVAILABLE IN 4 MODELS 

There are four Jaguars to choose from - Jaguars 4 and 6 are backpacking sacs, and 

Jaguars 5 and 7 are climbing/ski/mountain orientated sacs. 

JAGUAR IV JAGUAR V 

What makes the Karrimor Jaguar so special ? 

In short, three years of field tests by our own full-time The conventional hip belt will pivot to fit snugly and to 
allow maximum freedom over changing terrain. testing team - that's how long it's taken us to arrive at this 

unique carrying concept. And that's why we're confident 
it'll give you years of superb performance and comfort. 

Unlike other ergonomic sacs, the Jaguar has a rigid n-shaped 
frame which means its form is constantly maintained whether 
or not it's fully loaded. It also means there's that 

Add to these features the other useful design extras you've 
come to expect from Karrimor and you'll see why the 
Jaguar keeps your back in great shape - whatever the load. 

important gap between pack and wearer which 
allows for air circulation - a real comfort plus. 
The AERGO superflow back panel, with its 
nylon-covered pads overlaid on cotton gives 
the sac that individually moulded feeling. 

Send for our fully illustrated price list & technical catalogue to: Mrs.M.Long, Karrimor International Limited, Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes. 
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l~J 
Climbing Schaal 

L~~-
The finest in U.S. and European equipment 
from Paul Ross, Bill Aughton and Frank Simon 

U.S.Stockistsof J.B.Hard Hats.Clog, 
Terrordactyls, Troll, Berghaus Packs and 
Mt.Equipment. Catalogue 

Bax494,MainSt.,NorthConway, 
New Hampshire, U.SA tel. 603.356.5287 

MSR STOVES 
now burn auto gasoline 

Powerful • Lightweight • Efficient 

New Models G & GK are maintainable in the field. 

Mountain Safety Research~ 
Dept. M, 631 South 96th 
Seattle 98108 MSR 

Free Catalog 

'THI fBOc· 
THE STRONGEST MOST ADVANCED. 
ICE TOOL AVAILABLE. 
Pick & Handle are continuous, one piece, 
certified steel. All points are differentially 
heat treated to prevent brittleness . 
Available in 47° straight droop or curved 
pick . (Wt . 1.6oz.) 
U.S. Post paid $45.00 each or $80.00 pair 

Specify straight or curved pick 

For free information write or call I.C.E. 
714 · 5325954 

INTERNATIONAL CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 
669 Whilshire Pl. Newbury Park, Ca. U.S.A. 

continuing 20 years of guiding & alpine 1nstruct1on 

PALISADE SCHOOL OF MOUNTAINEERING 

4DayWinter 
Ice Climbing Courses 
For the person who wants to climb frozen 
waterfalls or do severe alpine ice climbs. 

December 28 to 31 
January 4 to 7 and 
February 15 to 18 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CLIMBING SCHOOL 
P.O. Box 2432 Aspen, Colorado 81611 

ONLY3LBS! 

BIBLIR'S 
IMPOTI 

TWO PERSON 
GORET 

ome 
-corded poles 

EASONABLY PRICED 
3416 - 21 ST WEST #3 
Seattle, WA 98199 

BECK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
• Hand-made of neoprene nylon in our small shop 
• Used by the most active climbers in Europe 
• Relied upon for Karakoram and Himalaya expeditions 
• Makers of the Chouinard crampon straps 
• Unconditionally Guaranteed 
• International orders welcome - Fast service 
• Send 15<1 stamp or equivalent for catalog. 

Beck, Dept. K, 4025 State St., #54 Santa Barbara, CA 93110 USA 

HIKING & CLIMBING EXPEDmONS 
. AMONGST the GREAT ANDES 

of the EQUATOR ~ 
Bolivia• Peru• •Argentina• Chile 

Andean Outfitters 
, :P.O'., Box 7007-BR 

Angels ~amp, CA 95222, USA 

Write for 
1979 Brochure 



THEGAMES 
CLIMBERS PIAl 

Edited by KEN WILSON 
A new anthology of over 100 recent 

mountaineering articles, 22 cartoons, 34 photos, 216 X 138 
mm, Hardbound, 688 pages, £8.50 $18.00 approx 

Ken Wilson has brought together in a permanent 
form over 100 celebrated articles of the last 30 years, 
drawn mainly out of the mountaineering magazines and 
journals from both sides of the Atlantic. 

The rich diversity of mountaineering writing its 
humour, its drama, its pathos and above all its enthusiasm 
is well represented in this comprehensive anthology. 
Among the acknowledged classics of mountaineering 
writing that have been chosen are Scenery For A Murder 
by John Menlove Edwards, A View From Deadhorse 
Point Chuck Pratt, The Bat And The Wicked Robin Smith, 
Pumping Sandstone John Long. 

This is one of the most interesting mountaineering 
books for years, full of fascinating reading. 

Diadem Books 
cl o Cordee, 249 Knighton Church Road, Leicester, England 

trade enquiries for North America and Canada to: 
Robbins Mountain Paraphernalia, Box 4536, Modesto, CA 
95352 USA 

PERFORMANCE SECRETS REVEALED 
top-pulls 

THE L.A.S. PARALUX® INTERNAL FRAME/HARNESS SYSTEM 

Secret #1 - Performance takes time and 
EXPERIENCE to develop 
The Paralux System was introduced in 1967 and has 
been proven from Everest to K2 and on extended 
treks and deep mountain ski tours. 

Secret #2 - FLEXIBILITY yields comfort 
A parallel internal frame allows the load to flex while 
still transmitting weight to the hips. The floating 
harness allows shoulder freedom. 

Secret #3 - STABILIZATION 
Top and side pulls control pack movement and load 
shifting during dynamic activities. 

Secret #4 - A good FIT 
Eight inches of vertical adjustment is available in the 
harness and the aluminum frame can be formed to 
match the contour of the wearer's back . 

load transfer pad 

Delrin quick side release buckle 

See this state-of-the-art pack at your dealer or send $1 for a cata
log of the complete L.A.S . line of outdoor adventure equipment. 

e 
ALPINE SYSTEMS 

Leaders in Adventure Technology 

LOWE ALPINE SYSTEMS, INC. LOWE ALPINE SYSTEMS CANADA 
PO Box 189 4508 - 10th Street N.E. 
Lafayette, CO 80026 Calgary, Alberta 

LOWE ALPINE SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL 
Spollanstown 
Tullamore, County Offaly 
Republic of Ireland 
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CRAMPONS 
Salewa of Munich is the world market leader in crampons. 
This position is assured by design, quality and volume. 
SALEWA QUALITY CONTROL is highly developed and enables 
them to give a 10 year guarantee against breakage. 

All 4 frame members of each pair of crampons are individually 
tested. The 'Tested' stamp is impressed automatically ONLY if 
the hardness is with in the parameters set. Write to Karrimor for 
the new Salewa Alpine Technology Catalogue. 

Salewa Everest Crampons: 1 size adjustable. 



The Rock 'Highland' Line 
Leads to 

Clive Rowland 
OUTDOOR SPORTS 

Another large crag in the Highlands 
(climber circled) 
Call and ask for location 

Photo Tony Riley 

60 Academy Street, 
Inverness. 
Tel: 0463 - 38746 

nev1sport 
SCOTLAND 

CALL US FOR 
WINTER CLIMBING 
AND WEATHER 
CONDITIONS. 

NNEVIS 

FORT WILLIAM 
72 High Street. 
Tel : 0397 3245 

GLASGOW 
61 Sauchiehall Street 
el: 0413324814 

IEMORE 
~ Grampiam Road 
Tel: 0479 810 208 
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All correspondence, editorial, subscriptions and advertising to : 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

NEPAL 

Everest (29,028ft) 
The total of climbers who 
reached the summit on the 
Franco-German expedition 
(see Mountain 64) was 1 6, 
including three Sherpas. 
One other point of note is 
that Pierre Mazeaud took a 
radio to the summit with him 
and established contact with 
Paris via the Base Camp 
transmitter. 

Dhaulagiri 1 (26, 795ft) 
A Japanese expedition led by 
Seiko Tanaka attempted the 
long South East Ridge (as 
tried by the French in 1950, 
Americans 1969 and 1973). 
On September 23 three 
members were killed in an 
avalanche between camps 4 
and 5. The expedition was 
reported abandoned, but 
later reports state that six 
members reached the 
summit on October 19 and 
20. Regrettably another 
member, the climbing leader 
Katsuyoshi Kogure, fell 
between camps 4 and 5 and 
died suspended from the 
fixed ropes. 
Confusion exists as to 
whether the successful 
attempt was made by the 
same line as the initial 
attempt. The line credited to 
the climb by the respected 
Japanese magazine lwa to 
Yuki follows the right skyline 
of the mountain, as seen in 
the centrespread of 
Mountain 63. 
Elsewhere on the South side 
of the mountain a French 
expedition, led by Yves 
Pollet-Villard, attempted a 
pillar to the west of that 
climbed by the Japanese 
earlier in the year. Bad 
weather and extreme cold 
( - 30C, 60mph winds) 
forced them to abandon 
their attempt on November 4 
at 24,600ft. The climbing 
was highly technical ice and, 
in the upper part, rock (see 
photo.) 

Kangchenjunga Central 
(27,874ft) and South 
(27 ,855ft) 
To clarify the pre-monsoon 
ascents of these peaks, 
further information can now 
be added. 
Wojciech Jorzwana and 
Eugenius Chrobak from the 
Polish expedition made the 
first ascent of the South 
Peak on May 19. 
The previously unclimbed 
Central Peak has three 
Separate summits . On May 
1 8 Narcis Serrat Comerna 
and Phuri Sherpa from the 
Spanish Yalungkang 
expedition reached the 
lowest (27,559ft) , having 
followed the main Polish line 
of ascent. On May 22 W 
Branski, Z Heinrich and K 
Olech, members of the 
Polish team, reached the 
highest (27,874ft) summit. 
Finally, on May 25 M Janas 
and M Malatinsk climbed the 
third summit (27,657ft). 
The Spanish had abandoned 
their attempt on Yalungkang, 
because of delays on the 
approach, and combined 
with the Poles to establish a 
route up Kangchenjunga. It 
was this unofficial change of 
plans that led to the bans -
reported in Mountain 63 
-imposed on the Polish and 
Spanish leaders. 
Though technically incorrect 
the behaviour of both parties 
is understandable: having 
travelled that far and made 
all the preparations for a 
major Himalayan climb, the 
Spanish were happy to 
accept the generous Polish 
offer of co-operation and the 
chance of a climb. 

Jannu (25,294ft) 
The British Jan nu expedition 
referred to in Mountain 64 
news repeated the French 
Route ( 1 962) alpine-style 
and did not climb the East 
Face. An article appears in 
this issue. 

Annapurna 1 (26,504ft) 
The line taken by the female 
expedition (Mountain 64) 
was the Dutch Route and 
not the original French 
Route. (See Mountain 62.) 

Himalchuli (25,895ft) 
The British expedition 
abandoned their attempt on 

, the main summit late in 
October owing to bad 
weather. Later John Cleare 
and Ian Howell reached the 
North East Peak (21,31 5ft) . 

Dhaulagiri South Pillar. Left: 

Other Expeditions 
Other successful 
expeditions in the post 
monsoon season include 
Annapurna South 
(23,861ft), climbed by the 
Meiji University expedition 
from Japan; Makalu 2 French line. Right: Japanese. 

Photo: Pol/et-Villard (25, 120ft), by J Manificat of 

... ...,,... ,. :4. . ~' 
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Kanchenjunga. 1 Japanese 19 7 3 2 Austro-German 19 7 5 3 British 
1955 4 Polish/Spanish 1978. Photo: Rab Carrington. 

the Rhona Ip expedition; 
Parbil (also known as Ganesh 
Himal 4 (23,400ft) by a joint 
Himal 4, (23,400ft) by a joint 
Nepalese/Japanese team; 
Japanese team from 
Shinshu University. 
A repeat of the South-West 
Ridge of Pumori by a Swiss 
team was marred by the 
death of their doctor from 
altitude sickness. Api 
(23,399ft) was climbed by 
four members of an Italian 
expedition from Milan led by 
Renato Moro. Putha 
Hiunchuli (20, 790ft) was 
climbed via the South Ridge 
by no less than 1 7 members 
of a trekking expedition 
organised by the German 
Alpine Club. 
Tilicho (23,399ft) was 
climbed by a French police 
expedition. One member 
reached the summit after a 
semi-alpine style push - not, 
regrettably, by a heavily 
gendarmed ridge. 

GARHWAL 

Kalanka (22,740ft) 
This peak had its third 
ascent in October from a 
two-man British party 
comprising Bob Barton and 
Allen Fyffe. A new route up 
the South Flank was taken. 
(See photo.) 

.. f i ·.• 
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Nanda Devi (25,643ft) 
Two British expeditions to 
this peak were delayed in 
Delhi by difficulties over 
permits to climb in the 
Sanctuary. 
Terry King and Paul Lloyd 
were unsuccesful in an 
attempt to climb the central 
rib of the North Face (see 
article in Mountain 61 ). 
Another team comprising 
David Hopkins, Alan Kimber, 
David Challis, Ben Beattie, 
Andrew Wielochowski and 
David Nottidge met with 
tragedy on an alpine-style 
attempt on the South West 
Face of Nandi1 Devi East. Ben 
Beattie slipped and suffered 
a fatal fall whilst descending 
alone from a bivouac at 
22,000ft on Sepetember 1 5. 
On a later attempt Challis 
and Wielochowski climbed 
the face and gained the 
original South Ridge route at 
23,000ft, but were defeated 
by a second step at 
23,500ft. 

Dunagiri (23, 184ft) 
Two American climbers 
disappeared while 
descending from the summit 
after repeating the 
Tasker/Renshaw Route. 
After taking six days over the 
route, they reached the top 
on October 19. That night 

Kalanka South Face. The same bivvysite was used on both ascent and 
descent. Descent from the bivvy was by the glacier tongue in the 
centre of the face. Photo: Barton. 
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the only storm in an 
otherwise long settled spell 
blew up. The next day only 
one figure was seen 
descending, but he also 
disappeared from view. 
Some equipment was found 
by a crevasse, but no bodies 
were found. 

Kun (23,218ft) 
Czech climbers Josef Jursa, 
Jan Mikeska, Jan Matus, Jiri 
Novotny, Frantisek Polasek 
and Pavel Girad made a low-
cost expedition to this area. 
Jursa climbed Kun by the 
North East Ridge on 
September 26. Jursa, 
Mikeska and Matus also 
climbed White Needle 
(21,643ft). 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

In the Kishtwar area Charlie 
Graham, Arthur Roby, Stan 
Lowe and Roger Cully made 
an alpine-style ascent of 
Brahmsar ( 1 7 ,500ft), which 
is due south of Bram mah 
Peak. 
Two members of another 
British expedition to 
Brammah Peak (21,046ft), 
Dave Nicholson and John 
Scott, were killed when they 
slipped while negotiating 
rocks near the summit on 

U.S.S.R. 

PAMIRS 

An international meet was 
again held in 1978. Notable 
ascents were made by 
visiting American and Czech 
climbers. 
On August 1 Rick Sylvester 
and Chick Kroger made the 
first American ascent of the 
Abalakov Route on Peak 
Communism (24,591 ft). 
Ben Read, with the three 
Soviet climbers Sergei 
Efimov, Viktor Barbera and 
Ivan Doushavin, climbed the 

12 

August 17. 
A third British expedition -
Ron and Linda Rutland, Peter 
Melling, Richard Toon and 
Tom Hendrickson (USA) -
were defeated by bad 
weather 300ft from the 
summit of Arjuna 
(20,440ft), having climbed 
the East Ridge. 

INDIAN ACCESS 

Sanctuary Clampdown 
Permission to climb in the 
inner sanctuary of Nanda 
Devi is reported to be 
restricted now to one 
expedition a year. It is not 
clear whether this means 
one per country or one 
overall. The reason given is 
the ecological damage to the 
area . 
In general the Indian 
authorities are tightening 
their permit system. Permits 
from the Indian 
Mountaineering Federation 
( 18Q Block, Ministry of 
Defence, New Delhi 
110011) are now required 
for all expeditions to India -
not just expeditions to the 
major regions, but also trips 
to relatively popular trekking 
areas (Kulu, Kishtwar). 
One reason is the regrettably 
high-handed and ignorant 

technically more difficult 
Voronin Route. 
These ascents were the first 
"non-Communist" ascents 
of the Eastern side of the 
mountain. Both climbs were 
done alpine-style in nine 
days from base to base. 
Maynard Cohick, Gilbert 
Harder and Richard Soaper 
also climbed Communism on 
August 7. 
Other major American 
ascents included the first 
ascent of the East Ridge of 
Peak Ordjonickidze 

behaviour of a minority of 
British expeditions during 
1978. Permission has in 
fact, always been required 
for ascents in India, and 
anyone intending to climb 
there should ensure that he 
has the correct authority to 
enter the chosen area. 

KARAKORAM 

Broad Peak (26,400ft) 
Yan nick Seigneur and 
Georges BettemboJ,Jrg made 
a two-man ascent by a line 
similar to that taken by the 
Austrians on the first ascent. 
They were accompanied as 
far as Base Camp by J. 
Fauchard, and to 24,000ft 
by G Sourice. Their ascent 
took two bivouacs in ascent 
and one in descent; they 
reached the summit on June 
4. 
The excellent style of their 
climb matches the boldness 
of the original ascent in 
1957. 

Batura (23,361 ft) 
A Japanese expedition led 
by Mitsuaki Nishgori made 
the first ascent via the 
South-West Face. Four 
camps were established and 
Yuji Ishikawa, Mitsuru ltoh 
and Makoto Okhubo reached 

(20, 735ft) in five days by 
Sylvester, Kroger and Read, 
with the Soviet climbers 
Misha Ovchenekov and 
Valery Almazov. Several new 
rock routes were established 
on good granite peaks about 
15,500ft high between 
Dushanbe and Samarkand. 
Czech climbers Zdislav 
"Slava" Drlik and Josef 
Rakoncaj made the first 
ascent of the technically 
very difficult 6,000ft North
East Wall of Peak Oschanin 
(20, 735ft). Rock climbing of 

the summit on July 6. 

Haramosh (24,307ft) 
The second ascent of the 
mountain was made via a 
new route on the West Ridge, 
by a Japanese expedition led 
by Kenji Shimakato. 

Ghent (24,091ft) 
A Japanese expedition led 
by Haraotoshi Kobayashi 
climbed the North-East Ridge 
from the Kondus Glacier. 
Eight climbers reached the 
summit using six camps. 

Gasherbrum 5 (24,019ft) 
Five Japanese reached this 
unclimbed summit on 
August 1 and 2. The leader, 
Ryuichi Babaguchi (31 ), fell 
into a crevasse near the 
summit and died. 

Other Expeditions 
A Japanese/Pakistani armed 
forces expedition climbed 
Passu (23,81 Oft) on July 3. 
OthersuccesfulJapanese 
expeditions were to Ganchen 
(21,200ft), led by Tohru 
Shibazaki, and to P6447 
(21, 1 51 ft) which was 
climbed by the North Ridge 
from the Charalusa Glacier. 
Correspondents: Cheney, 
Hall, Verrijn-Stuart, Rutland, 
Graham. 

grade V + on extremely poor 
rock was encountered and 
ice of 60-80 degrees with 
one 1 50ft vertical wall. An 
account is published in this 
issue. 
Jindrich Martis, Ludovit 
Chrenke, Ivan Vozarik and 
VI ado Tatarka made the first 
ascent of the East Face of 
Peak Ashmadi Danish. 
Difficulties of grade Von 
rock and 45-80 degree ice 
were met during the three
day ascent of'the 5,000ft 
wall. 
Another notable feature of 
the meet was t~e large 
number of succesful ascents 
made by women from all the 
participating nations. 
A Alieva and E Nasova from 
the Soviet Union, A Eberding 
from West Germany and 
Majka Skopalova from 
Czechoslovakia all climbed 
Peak Lenin (23,405ft) during 
the meet. Ms Eberding, E 
Zuaron from France, and the 
Czech women Dina Sterbova 
and Marta Melzochova 
climbed Peak Korhzeneveska 
(23,31 Oft). Ms D Dee from 
the USA and V Galkina 
climbed Peak Czetyryoch 
(20,997ft), and Jarmila 
Vlcova from Czechoslovakia 
climbed Peak Rozdyelna 
(20, 1 70ft). 
Perhaps most notable was 
the ascent of Peak Lenin by 
the 1 8-year-old Czech girl 
Olga Mala. 

Correspondents: Read, 
Sames, Novak. 



THE ALPS 

DruDone 
Free 
MONT BLANC GROUP 

Petit Dru 
Alan Taylor and Dave 
Cuthbertson climbed the 
American Direct with only 
four points of aid overall. 
This gave excellent climbing 
with pitches of E 1 and 
several of HVS (British 
grades); overall the climb 
done free rates ED- (Alpine 
grade). 

Grand Dru 
Dennis Collangettes and 
Jean -Pierre Franchon have 
added a finish to the South 
Face line reported in 
Mountain 53. On September 
21 they completed an 
independent finish from the 
Trident to the summit. The 
whole climb is graded TD 
(the climbers avoided an 
obvious very difficult blank 
section low down) and no 
pitons were used. The Piller 
du Trident is 3,000ft long, 
has 26 pitches - all free 
climbing - and took 12 
hours on the first complete 
ascent. 

Domes de Miage 
The first ascent of a new line 
on the North Face of the 
P3630was made on the 
September 24-5 by Patrick 
Gabarraou and Patrice 
Lagrange. The 4,500ft route 
gives varied climbing on a 
large and lonely face . 

Pie Adolphe Rey 
Dave Cuthbertson and Male 
Duff made a completely free 
ascent of the Salkard Route. 
The climbing was excellent 
and graded in parts at 5b 
(British) and VI + (Alpine) ; 
overall at TD + . 
Mont Blanc du Tacul 
Robert Bruce and Christine 
Patterson made the fifth 
ascent of the Gabarrou 
Couloir in the early part of 
September. 
This is a very impressive 
performance for both 
people, considering that 
Bruce had only been 
climbing a total of three 
months before this ascent. 
Patterson, on the other hand, 
was a veteran of 1 0 months' 
climbing with one Scottish 
ice climb - Italian Climb on 
Ben Nevis - to her credit. 
She also climbed the Chere 
Couloir on the Tacul during 
the season, and Bruce's 
routes included the North 
Face of the Plan, the North 
Spur on the Chardon net and 
the South Face of the Midi. 

Mont Maudit, East Face. 1 Gabarrou/Maquennehan 2 East 
Face/North east arete 3 Anderson route. (See Mountain 64 News} 

WESTLICHE URNER ALPS 

Tellistock 
The climb recorded in 
Mountain 64 was apparently 
not the first British ascent of 
the South Face. It was 
climbed, also with one 
bivouac, in 1975 by Mike 
Mortimer and Marjorie Allen, 
who confirm its quality as 
comparable to any Dolomite 
route of the same length. 

BREGAGLIA 

Piz Badile: NW Face 
Ed Cleasby and Rob 
Matheson made an ascent of 
the Pilastro de/la Goccia. 

They report that the line 
diagram published in 
Mountain 55 is a little bold, 
and as a result they had 
route-finding problems. 
They report the climb, 
though not long, to be 
sustained and badly 
protected owing to poor 
rock - though this improves 
higher up. Access to the 
couloir is fearsome and in 
some conditions impossible, 
making the face not as 
pleasant overall as the 
North-East Face. 

Correspondents: Matheson, 
Cuthbertson, Collangettes, 
Gabarrou. 

UNITED STATES 

YOSEMITE 

Big Walls 
Mark Chapman and Bruce 
Hawkins finally climbed 
Never Never Land on El 
Capitan. This route had been 
attempted many times by 
various parties, using a 
direct route from Peter Pan, 
but remained incomplete 
because of route-finding 
difficulties and the work 
involved. In June Chapman 
and Hawkins climbed to 
Timbuktu Towers on the 
Aquarian Wall and spent 
five days nailing the wall to 
the left of Aquarian. It 
produced 1 3 independent 
pitches to the Thanksgiving 
Ledge and is described as 
"quite casual" (5.9, A3/ A4) . 
Dale Bard and Ron Kauk 
made the first ascent of 
what was originally known 
as the Atlantic Ocean Wall. 
Steve Sutton and Hugh 
Burton had climbed five 
pitches of the route from the 
ground, but had lost 
immediate interest. Bard and 
Kauk climbed the El Cap Tree 
regular route and nailed their 
original fourth and fifth 
pitches. They then continued 
up a line between New 
Jersey Turnpike and 
Tangerine Trip, finishing up 
the last six pitches of New 
Jersey Turnpike. (Iron Hawk, 
5.1 Oa/b, A4). 
Walter Rosenthal, Alan Bard 
and Tom Carter climbed 
Tribal Rite, a seven-pitch 
variation on The Nose which 
starts from Boot Flake and 
finishes on the last three 
pitches of New Dawn. It has 
two A3 pitches and five A4 
pitches, and took 11 days 
from bottom to top. 
Jim Bridwell, Dale, Bard and 
Dave Deiglemann climbed 
The Sea of Dreams (5 .7, A5) 
- reputed to be the most 
serious route on El Cap to 
date. It involves 12 A5 
pitches with several 
"hazardous landings if the 
lead flies" . There are some 
300 hook moves, and much 
hard copperheading and 
other tricks. The line goes 
up the middle of the North 
America Wall and stays just 
right of the original NA Wall 
route until the finish, the 
ascent took ten days. 
Bill Price and Dale Bard 
made a variation on Magic 
Mushroom. Named Sunkist, 
it climbs the very steep 
headwall from the grey 
ledges, to join Son of Heart 
five pitches from the top 
(5.1 Oc, A5). The route 
involves A5 nailing on the far 
left side of the Shield 
headwall. 
On Mount Watkins Bridwell, 
Kauk, John Long and Kim 
Schmitz climbed an 18-
pitch route on the right side 
of the South Face. The 
pitches are of excellent 
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quality on sound rock 
(5.1 Oc, A4). 
On Half Dome Schmitz and 
Bridwell fitted in a route 
between Tis-sa-ack and 
Bushito called Zenith 
(5.9,A5). It joins Tis-sa-ack 
three pitches from the top, 
and it is reported that 
Friends are essential, owing 
to the expanding cracks. 
An impressive new line has 
been climbed on the 
remarkably continuous rib 
left of the flakes on the North 
Face of Middle Cathedral 
Rock. Long,Kaukand 
Chapman completed Mother 
Earth (VI, 5, 1 2, A4) after two 
bivvies. The 1 8-pitch route 
has aid only on pitches 11, 
12 and 1 3, which involve 
thin nailing. It is reported to 
contain some of the highest
quality face climbing on the 
"Middle". 
As was reported in our last 
issue, one-day ascents have 
come into the spotlight 
again. Most notable were the 
West Face of El Cap (5.10, 
A4) on June 20 in seven 
hours, after fixing the first 
two pitches - Dale Bard and 
Long. Kauk led every pitch 
from the Sickle ledge on The 
Nose (5.11, A2) in 1 5 hours, 
and Dale Bard did the same 
in 12 hours. Bard and Kauk's 
ascent of Salathe Wall 
(reported in Mountain 64) 
was made after the route 
had been fixed to Heart 
Ledge. 
Another speedy climb was 
the fourth overall (and first 
two-man) ascent of Pacific 
Ocean Wall by Randy Leavitt 
and partner in 5½ days. 
Leavitt also made the first 
solo, fourth overall, ascent of 
Electric Lady/and on 
Washington Column (VI, 5.9, 
A4) in four days. 
Free Climbs 
Elsewhere in the Valley many 
shorter climbs were done. 
On Arch Rock Bill Price and 
Kurt Reider climbed 
Constipation (5.11 d), which 
takes the roof 40ft up to the 
second pitch of Anticipation 
and continues as a finger, 
hand and then fist crack for 
another pitch after that. 
Bob Williams climbed 
Cosmic Messenger on the 
middle tier of cliffs to the left 
of Arch Rock, an 80ft left
facing leaning corner with a 
1 ¼-½ inch crack (5.11 a). 
On the Cookie Cliff, Bill Price 
and Darrel Hatten climbed 
Cookie Monster (A3 + ), the 
thin crack between the 
Elevator Shaft and the 
Twilight Zone. Charlie Row 
and Bob Ramee's Big Fig 
(A4) is between the Cleft and 
Nabisco Wall - up whose 
last pitch it finishes after 
three independent pitches. 
Cat's Squirrel, a 60ft 
fingertip crack and face 
problem in the Cascade Falls 
area which has been 
attempted many times over 
the last few years, yielded to 
Ron Kauk at 5.1 2. 
On Last Resort Cliff ( located 
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across from Inspiration 
Point) in addition to the 
existing Plumkin and 
Sidekick, recent 
developments include 
Turning Point (5.1 Ob), which 
requires hand-jamming 
through a 5ft roof after a 
thin crux. This, as well as 
Tiger's Paw (5.1 Oa, A 1 ), 
Moonage Dream (5.11 a) and 
Sex, Drugs and Violence 
(5.1 Oa), were climbed by 
Don Reid and Rick Cashner. 
After various attempts over a 
period of years Shattered 
(5.1 Od) was climbed by 
Frank Brown Ill, Ray Jardine 
and Rick Cashner. On the 
western margin of the 
Chapel Wall Brown and 
Jardine climbed Sixth 
Heaven, which involves a 
5.1 Oc undercling. lmmedi
atley east of of Schultz's 
Ridge Ed Barry and Dave 
Hitchcock climbed Demon's 
Delight - rated as one 
of the best layback and 
undercling routes ever 
produced in the valley - at 
5.1 Odor 5.11 a. 
Peter Croft and Tami Knight 
freed an old aid crack on 
Royal Arches to give Peter's 
Out (5.11 c), left of Serenity 
Crack. Croft, Knight and 
Larry Gull um climbed Pigs in 
Space, right of Serenity 
Crack and starting from the 
first pitch of Maxim's Wall. 
The climb involves face 
climbing and very thin finger 
cracks; protection is good 
but the difficulties are 
extreme at 5.11 cord. The 
first-ascent party used a few 
points of aid for resting 
purposes! 
Two new face routes were 
established on a face known 
as Stud Wall, which is about 
300 yards uphill (north-east) 
from 1O.96intheRoyal 
Arches area. Movin 'Like a 
Stud was established in 
May 1976 and is two 
pitches (both 5.1 O + ). 
Benzoin and Edges (the 
Testes Squeeze) was done in 
April 1978 by several 
Washington and California 
climbers, and is a one-pitch 
(160ft) 5.10 face climb. 
Both routes are of excellent 
quality and are entirely bolt
protected; the climbing is 
similar to that found on 
Shaky Flakes nearby. 
After a period of quiet, 
interest has renewed in 
Glacier Point Apron. Three 
longish routes in the 5.11 
category have appeared so 
far. 
Ochre Fields takes a line left 
of Deep Throat, joining 
Perhaps for the last two 
pitches. Hall of Mirrors plays 
on the glass to the left of 
Goodrich Pinnacle; Dave 
Austin and Bruce Morris 
made the first ascent, and 
produced nine pitches 
involving much sustained 
hard 5.1 0 and 5.11 
climbing. Austin and Morris 
also produced Sailing Shoes, 
a four pitch route which 
goes over a small roof a 

Rob Muir leading the 'Muir Trail : Rick Accommazzo belaying. One of 
Muir's falls was from this point; note the absence of protection. 
Photo: Gib Lewis. 
short distance downhill from 
Anchors Away and then 
follows a dike filled with 
potholes. 
Earlier in the year Fremont 
Baonbridge and Conrad von 
Bruggen, accompanied at 
various times by Simon King, 
Gordon Rhodes or Jeff 
Panetta, worked out 
Angelica, four pitches at 
5.1 Oa. The climb lies to the 
left of Monday Morning Slab, 
and between that route and 
the Regular Route on Patio 
Pinnacle. 
Austin, Morris and Bob 
Williams climbed Son of 
Sam, the 60ft finger-crack 
traverse right of Sailing 
Shoes. (5.1 Oc). Chuck 
Soldman and Mathew 
Moore have climbed a four
pitch route called Derelict 
Diagonal, to the left of 
Staircase Falls. The crux is 
thin A4. 
Greasy but Groovy was finally 
repeated by Canadians Carl 
Austrom and Eric Weinstein. 
In the Pharoah 's Beard area 
Werner Braun has climbed 
two high-quality routes. 
Manana (5.1 Od) is a ½in 
crack done with Jim 
Pettigrew. The second 
climb, with Kauk and Nie 
Taylor, is a 5.1 Od thin 
layback, fist and off-width 
crack called Ying-Yang. 
The Whisker (central route of 
Pharoah's Beard) has had 
several ascents, notably by 

Kauk and Long and by Bill 
Price and Kurt Reider. Both 
parties agree that it is solid 
5.11 d. 
In the High Pressure/Cream 
area, Price and Randy 
Granstaff made the long
awaited ascent of Energy 
Crisis, an overhanging ¾-2in 
crack with two bulges at the 
1 ½in sections. The route has 
been attempted many times 
by Price, and he feels that 
it is 5.11 d. Don Reid and 
Rick Cashner climbed 
Monkey Do(5.1 Oa), which 
passes through an unusual 
roof. 
In the Wawona Tunnel area 
Williams, belayed by Charlie 
Schreck, climbed Dancin 
Days, a one-pitch climb 
involving fingertip to thin 
hand jams and a small roof 
(5.11 a). Peter Croft, Tami 
Knight and Lnrry Gull um 
climbed a two-pitch mixture 
of cracks, laybacks and face 
climbing to give an unnamed 
5.9. 
Immediately left of the Worst 
Error on Elephant Rock, two 
new climbs were done. Lost 
Error was discovered by 
Reid, Cashner and Ken 
Yager, and takes a crack 
varying in size from fingertip 
to off-width (5.1 Oa). 
Cashner and Reid teamed up 
with John Yablonsky and 
climbed Crashline, a 
sustained 5.11 a finger 
crack. 



TAHQUITZ/SUICIDE 

At Suicide Rock some older 
ascents as yet unreported 
include the 5.11 Direct 
Finish to Season's End by 
Erick Erickson and Fred Zeal; 
it involves face climbing on 
some very small edges. 
Erickson has also 
established some free 
climbs on the South Face, for 
years the unclimbed 
challenge; no details are 
immediately available. 
At Tahquitz, Jim Wilson and 
Pete Wilkinie climbed Ziggy 
Stardust (5.1 Oc), a fist
jamming traverse which 
takes some good crack 
climbing in the Royal's Arch/ 
Bat Crack area. Mike Waugh, 
who made the free ascent of 
Magical Mystery 7-0ur 
reprinted in Mountain 64, 
led what was possibly the 
5th ascent of The Edge, 
infamous for its long 
run outs. 
More recent developments 
at Suicide including Caliente 
(5.11) by John Bachar and 
Rick Accomazzo. This long 
standing face-climbing 
problem ranks as one of the 
most difficult of its kind in 
the area. 
Small Affair is a previously 
unreported 5.9 on the south 
side of Eagle Pinnacle, 
climbed by Mike Graham 
and Bill Antel; now Small 
Affair Direct has been added 
by John Long and 
Accomazzo. The Direct is 
rated 5.8, and both routes 
are said to be very enjoyable. 
Erickson and Accomazzo 
have freed The Reach (5.11 ), 
a steep Tahquitz classic . 
John Long, Rob Muir and 
Mike Macklinski made the 
first free ascent of The 
Hangover (5.12); the 
difficulty is compared to that 
of a Colorado Bl standard. 
Long also freed Frightful 
Fright (5.11), doing some 
hard thin crack-climbing to 
bypass the old aid section. 
Flying Circus (5.11, A4), by 
Rob Muir and Accomazzo, 
lies on the overhanging 
blank bulge right of the 
Green Arch. The first pitch 
involves both 5.11 free 
climbing and very difficult 
aid climbing. The aid goes 
from bolts to a Rurp, now 
fixed, to several consecutive 
hook moves; it is said that 
only hooks will be needed to 
repeat this section. After the 
aid, more 5.11 climbing 
leads to the belay. The 
second pitch has been 
dubbed the "Muir Trail" . It 
involves some very 
sustained, very run-out free 
climbing directly off the 
belay. The first ascent 
required many long falls. 
Unrepeated, the climb is 
among the most formidable 
on Tahquitz. (See photos). 

Correspondents: Hawkins, 
Hildenbrand, Leavitt, Lewis, 
van Bruggen, Williams. 

BRITISH ISLES 

Dave Cuthbertson leading the first ascent of Case Dismissed (e4, 6a) 
Creag Dubh, Newtonmore. Photo: Rab Anderson. 

SCOTLAND 

On Craig y Barns, Dunkeld, a 1 

new route has been done on 
the Upper Tier Cave Crag. 
Warfarin (150ft, E3, 5a5b) 
was climbed by Derek 
Jamieson, Male Duff and a 
friend. It takes the obvious 
groove between Mousetrap 
and Rat Race to a belay on 
the latter route, which it then 
follows to the roof. Instead 
of going through the roofs it 
continues to their end before 
finishing. The route was 
repeated shortly after by 
Alan Taylor and Adge Last, 
who found it very good and 
quite serious. 
Dave Cutbertson and Rab 
Anderson climbed the 
obvious crack right of 
Tumbleweed to give Summer 
Days ( 100ft, E2, 5b) . The 
crack in the right wall of 
Tombstone was climbed by 
an unknown party who 
graded it E2, 5b and called it 
Epitaph; a repeat of the 
climb by Taylor, Anderson 
and Duff resulted in the 
opinion that it was a good 
short pitch but somewhat 
overgraded. 

Duff and Anderson also 
made three other first 
ascents on the crags. Stand 
Clear(120ft, E1, 5a)takes 
the groove line right of 
Squirm Direct to the peg on 
Squirm Ordinary, before 
crossing the Dir~ctto finish 
up the obvious loose flakes 
on the prow. Lily Langtry 
(7 5ft, E2, 5b) takes the steep 
groove line up the above the 
first stance of The Ramp -
said to be very good and 
quite strenuous. Kaituma 
( 170ft, HVS, 5a) takes the 
crack in the right wall of 
Stank to a.belay below the 
roofs on Hood, before 
finishing up a crack near the 
final section of Hood. 
On Polney Crag the obvious 
groove line to the left of 
Holly Tree Grooves was 
climbed by Anderson and 
Dave Cuthbertson to give a 
direct start to Wriggle (HVS, 
5a). Duff and Andy Kelso 
climbed a line up the slab to 
the left of Chute, and named 
it Pop. 

Ardgour 
On the south wall of the 
Great Ridge of Garbh Bheinn 

- a short but superb steep 
face - one of the obvious 
remaining lines was climbed 
by Paul Moores and Mick 
Tighe. Provisionally called 
Ed's Wall, it takes the 
obvious left-slanting roof 
right of the corner of Clasp. 
This route was said to be 
about HVS, and 200ft long. 
Also on the upper tier, a 
11 Oft crack left of Sgian 
Dubh gave a pleasant one
pitch Severe. 

Glencoe 
On the East face of Aonach 
Dubh, George Christie and 
Pete Ogden climbed the 
groove which leads directly 
to the belay below the corner 
on Gut; a second pitch takes 
a line up the wall above and 
left of Gut (170ft, E1, 5a5b) . 
Ken Johnstone and Mark 
Worlsey climbed a line left 
of Little Boomerang, taking 
the crack in the overhang 
above the belay on that route 
(Guinness, 1 90ft, HVS). The 
big, obvious corner left of 
Boomerang finally fell to 
Kenny McClusky and Colin 
McClean, though the 
climbing was more on the 
left wall than in the corner; 
nevertheless it is said to be a 
very good route 
(Stormtrooper, E3, 6a4c) . 
The route had a second 
ascent from Ken Johnstone. 
On the north face of Beinn 
Fhada the obvious pillar 
leaning against the wall to 
the right of Central Gully was 
climbed by Brian Duff, 
Christine Patterson and 
Colin Campbell. It is said to 
be loose and probably 
dangerous. 
At Auchinsfarry, Foxtrot 
(45ft, E1, 5c) was climbed 
by Pete Greenwell up the 
obvious wall left of 
Valentine, using brushed 
holds. Drug Crazed Demons 
(100ft, E1, 5b) is a girdle of 
the Trundle Slab area and is 
said to find some very good 
climbing (Ewen Todd and 
Robert Kerr). Another fine 
route by the same pair is 
Demons and Dead Lizards. 
Todd, Kerr and several 
others in Glasgow have done 
more new routes in the 
quarry, details of which can 
be found in the Nevisport 
new-routes book in 
Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow. 

Northern Cairngorms 
In 1978 the summer was 
again fairly undistinguished 
weatherwise, with only a few 
spells early on in the season 
when good weather 
coincided with dry rock. 
The most notable new route 
in this area was a long
standing problem on Shelter 
Stone Crag - Cupid's Bow, 
climbed by Dougie 
Dinwoodie and Dick 
Renshaw. This obvious 
corner running up the top 
section of the Central Slabs 
above Thor was a much-tried 
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objective which eventually 
required two pegs for aid to 
enter the main corner; 
combined with the initial 
pitches of Loki, this will 
most sustained and difficult 
climb on this part of the cliff. 
Interest in repeat ascents is 
already high, and it will be 
interesting to see if the aid 
pegs stand the test of time. 
Other routes in the area were 
mostly spacefillers of no 
great merit. On Stac an 
Fharadh Blyth Wright and 
Allen Fyffe squeezed 
Speakeasy (450ft, VS) 
between Mac 's Dilemma and 
Sermon. Starting up the 
slabs between the two, it 
finishes up a fine chimney 
and check in the steep upper 
wall. 
On Stag Rocks, Shotgun 
(450ft, VS) climbs the twin 
cracks left of the Longbow 
roof. 
Carn Etchachan, the 
relatively neglected 
neighbour of the Shelter 
Stone Crag, was investigated 
by Allen Fyffe and various 
partners. Because of its 
relative inaccessability and 
its more glamerous 
surrounding cliffs, this crag 
has had no real exploration 
since the mid 1950's. 
Although short, the climbs 
here are on good rock in a 
fine situation. With Sam 
Crymble, Fyffe climbed 
Poison Dwarf(250ft, HVS) 
up a left-slanting ramp, wide 
crack and groove on the 
crest of the buttress 
between Crevasse Route and 
the gully of Equinox. Further 
left on the gully wall, Fyffe 
and Dave Morris climbed the 
thin cracks to produce Time 
Traveller (200ft, VS) . The 
obvious crack parallel to and 
left of Boa gave Crymble and 
Fyffe a 300ft VS called 
Pythagoras; although 
undistinguished in its lower 
pitches, it gives a fine finish 
up a steep crack and edge in 
a spectacular position. 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Borrowdale 
On Gowder Crag, M Doyle, K 
Telfer and D Barr found First 
Offence (230ft, E3, 6a), which 
climbs the overhang and slab 
between Kaleidoscope and 
Fool's Paradise, and is 
reportedly the best route on 
the crag . 
Jeff Lamb has been active on 
Recastle Crag, Watendlath, 
producing three E2, 5c routes . 
White Noise, climbed with Ray 
McHaffie, takes a line left of 
Rack Direct. Thumbscrew, with 
Dave Cherry, is immediately 
left of Gibbet. Guillotine, which 
was unseconded, climbs 
between Rack and 
Thumbscrew. 
Pete Botterill and Ray Parker 
climbed the slabs and bulges 
above the traverse of Grip 
Factor on Black Crag, to give 
Silent Sun (21 Oft, E1, 5a). 
On Shepherds Crag, Lamb and 
Ron Cowells climbed a 40ft E2 
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Mick Fowler attempting Gritstone Gorilla (Little Orme). Photo: Phil/ Thomas. 

first pitch to Stone Tape on 
Shepherd 's Crag, taking the 
triangular face below the Little 
Chamonix saddle and part of 
The Fou, previously pegged. 
The wall midway between Joke 
and Illusion on Lower Falcon 
Crag has been climbed by 
Dave Knighton and Brendon 
Conlon, who finished up the 
latter route, to give Good 
Times, Bad Times ( 1 30ft, HVS, 
5a). 

Scafell 
Lamb and Botterill added SOS 
( 180ft, E4, 6a6a), an eliminate 
line on May Day Climb taking a 
groove leading directly to its 
first stance, then an 
overhanging crack in the 
buttress left of its direct finish. 
The same team also free
climbed the first pitch of 
Chimera and followed a system 
of corners to finish up the final 
pitches of Phoenix, to 
give Lucius (280ft, E4, 
6a5c5b) . 

Dow Crag area 
On Raven Crag, Coniston, 
Knighton and Duncan Sperry 
climbed the overhanging 
groove right of the main pitch 
of Beautiful Losers, crossing 
Lemming at its crux, to 
produce Head Over Heels 
( 120ft, E2/ 3, 5c) . 

LANCASHIRE 

New-route development at 
Wilton over the past year has 
been dominated by Ian 
Lonsdale . His most significant 
contributions include The Isle 
of White (XS, 5c), a strenuous 
technical line left of White 
Slabs Bunt on which he was 
partnered by Hank Pasquill ; 
Supercrack (XS, 5c) , which 
supersedes the previously 
pegged Obituary; and the 
neighbouring Obeit (XS, 5c) . 
His most difficult contribution 
is the steep Vampire (XS, 6a), 
which takes the least 
formidable of several pegged 
cracks in the Grey Wall area . 
Recently the second of these 
cracks went free to Dave 
Knighton to give Josser (XS, 
6a) . Knighton also 
accompanied Dave Cronshaw 
on Overtakers Buttress (HVS, 
5b), which takes the prominent 
buttress between Fallout 
Chimney and Twazack and 
seems destined for classic 
status. 
After several falls Knighton led 
Gates of Perception (XS, 6a), 
which climbs the left arete of 
the Golden Tower at 
Anglezarke Quarry. 
At Hoghton Quarry Knighton 
added Deaf School ( 1 00ft, XS, 
5b) , which takes the 
compelling overhung scoop 

right of Goliath 's Groove to 
finish up Gath without aid . 
Knighton and Jenny Hyslop 
took a line between Thespis 
and Boadicea to give Every 
Face Tells a Story ( 1 20ft, HVS, 
5a), and Knighton and Eric 
Dearden made a free ascent of 
Benedictine at HVS, 5b. 
Knighton made an important 
contribution at Trowbarrow 
Quarry, his ascent of the 
audacious blank -looking wall 
left of Assegai. Sense of Doubt 
(60ft, XS, 6a) was top -roped 
first owing to the lack of 
protection; Knighton was 
accompanied by Jim Arnold 
and John Girdley. 
Bill Lounds led the arete right 
of Sluice at HVS and has also 
produced some hard routes in 
the Red Wall area. On Main 
Wall , Knighton and Gavin 
Attwood repeated the recent 
girdle Space Oddity, 
improving it by adding an 
ind ependent start and fini sh. 
Ron Fawcett has al so been 
active at Trowbarrow, 
eliminating the remaining aid 
peg from the first pitch of 
Knickertwister (5c) and 
repeating several of the recent 
routes. Finally, Knighton and 
Dave Kenyon climbed a direct 
finish to Hollow Earth, where 
that route joins Touch of Class, 
to g ive Rock and Roll Suicide 
(XS, 5b) . 

---



NORTH WALES 

Carneddau 
On Llech Ddu Mick Fowler and 
John King ston made a free 
ascent of Herostratus. 

Llanberis Pass 
Dave Roberts and Paul 
Williams have added three 
minor routes to Dinas y 
Gromlech. Gross Encounters 
(E1. 5b) takes the wall left of 
Horseman 's Route to finish up 
an excellent jamming crack; 
Pegasus (HVS. 5a) climbs the 
arete between Horseman's 
Route and Flying Buttress; 
Kamikaze Finish (VS, 5a) is a 
slab finish to Flying Buttress, 
undoubtedly climbed before 
but recorded here for 
posterity. 
On Dinas Mot, Gary Gibson and 
John Perry climbed the wall 
left of Black Spring to belay on 
Black Shadow, then followed a 
system of grooves and ribs left 
of the latter to give Black and 
White (E3, 5c5b) . 

Moelwyniau 
Mel and Hywell Griffiths with 
Paul Denham added 
Strawberry (21 Oft, VS) on 
C!ogwyn y Holland, which 
takes a vegetated slab and left
facing corner to finish up the 
fifth pitch of The Hump. A thin 
crack left of Dislocation on 
Craig y Wrysgan gave them 
Sasquateh (100ft, E3, 5c). Mel 
Griffiths and Denham also 
discovered Busby (HVS). which 
takes the cracks and groove in 
the right wall of the gully on 
the Upper Tier. 
A line on the Clogwyn Yr Oen 
headwall, Erewhon (HVS). was 
climbed by Griffiths and Ally 
Kellas. 

Snowdon East 
On Craig y Llyn, Cathcart and 
Waters followed the steep 
open groove left of Terra Nova 
to establish The Moon (200ft, 
E3, 5c,5c). and added 
Erotickos ( 140ft, HVS, 5a) to 
the slabs on a small outlying 
buttress to the left of the main 
crag. 
The overhanging groove left of 
Lightning Visit and the exposed 
arete between that route and 
Fratricide Wal/were linked by 
Cathcart and Curtis to give 
Thunderbolt ( 140ft, E2, 5b5b). 
Chris Shorter and Pete Aldred 
made a direct start to Death 
Wisher on C!ogwyn y Wenallt, 
taking a blank corner behind 
the first stance of Shake (5c). 
At Crafnant Ron Fawcett has 
freed Skylark and Connies 
Crack, the latter being 
particularly desperate. 

Tremadog 
Craig y Gesai/ has yielded 
Cathcart a number of new 
routes. With Phil Waters he 
added Turnterror ( 1 50ft, HVS, 
5a) taking a line on the far left
hand side of the Midas 
Buttress. Tachyphouse (240ft, 
E1. 5a4c) on Princess Buttress, 
and Perilous Journey ( 1 7 Oft, 
E2, 4c5c), which climbs a 
short slab and wall left of 
Chateau to finish over a small 

overhang. Cathcart and Wayne 
Lockley also followed a groove 
system right of Touchstone -
Lysergic Touch ( 1 20ft, E 1, 5b). 
Mel Griffiths and Martin Crook 
climbed the groove just left of 
Alcatraz on Craig Pant /fan, 
Bucket Rider ( 100ft, HVS) . 
Boris Hannon eliminated the 
resting peg from Groove of 
Horrorfinding it very tiring. 
Several routes have been 
added to Craig Bwlch y Moch 
recently: Crook and Griffiths 
unearthed a series of cracks 
right of Anagram to give Final 
Exam (100ft, E1. 5b5b), and 
also climbed a crack and 
groove system up the centre of 
the Slipway Buttress, Jackal 
(11 Oft. E1, 5b). 
Footless Frenzy ( 1 00ft, E 1 , 5 b) 
takes a line to the right of 
Molar on the same crag and 
was the work of Cathcart and 
Greg Griffith. They also added 
Heart Line ( 130ft, E2, 5c) 
taking the right edge of the 
Oakover slab and a groove 
above, and Hot Rats ( 1 00ft, E3, 
6a) on the buttress some 30 
yards up and to the right of 
Boo-Boo. 

Anglesey 
Ben Wintringham has made a 
direct start to Arms Park on 
the Upper Tier. Wintringham 
and Joe Brown had previously 
climbed this route using two 
points of aid , tentatively 
named it Mayfair, then 
withdrew their claim when 
Andy Sharp made his free 
ascent. The addition of a direct 
start, however, confuses the 
issue still further, and local 
opinion suggests that the 
name Mayfair is now correct! 
Ron Fawcett climbed the wall 
right of Barbarossa, a hard and 
serious route named Blackleg 
(180ft, E5, 6b). 
Dave Knighton and Dave 
Cronshaw eliminated the aid 
from Blind Pew (E1, 5b) and 
also added The Emotionary 
(80ft, E3, 6a) which starts 
from the top of Blind Pew pitch 
3 and climbs the wall between 

that route and Winking Crack. 
Knighton and Brendan Conlan 
climbed an intricate line which 
spirals up Shag Rock, 
Shagorado ( 1 20ft, E2, 5c). 
On North Stack, Jim Moran, Al 
Evans, Geoff Milburn and 
Simon Horrox climbed the 
prominent flake left of Green 
Gilbert (on the wall jutting out 
at right angles left of 
Parliament House Cave) to give 
South Sea Bubble ( 1 00ft, E2). 
Various combinations of the 
same team also climbed two 
lines further left : Nice 'n ' 
Sleazy ( 1 00ft, E 1) and Talking 
Heads ( 100ft, E 1 ). 
The intimidating wall right of 
South Sea Bubble, already 

Bass motivation 
As well as providing 
financial support for the 
British Jannu expedition 
(see photo) and providing 
two nights of free ale in that 
influential Derbyshire pub, 
The Moon, the brewers Bass 
Charrington have also 
contributed to the costs of 
the British team currently 
attempting the Fortress in 
the Paine Towers area of 
Chile and underwritten 
another night of free ale. 
Their help to the climbing 
world has not stopped there. 
The firm have permitted the 

reputed to be climbable but 
totally devoid of protection, 
has been led by Fawcett, who 
controversially placed two 
bolts for protection and 
aggressively named it The Cad 
( 120ft, E5, 6b) . 
Mick Fowler and Phil I Thomas 
added Heart of Gold on Red 
Wall (170ft, XS, 5c5c). which 
takes an impressive line 
between Left Hand Red Wall 
and Pagan. Knighton and 
Cronshaw climbed the 
conspicuous curving fault line 
on the right-hand side of the 
wall, which is crossed by 
Doppelganger and A Brown 
Study, to give Communication 
Breakdown (250ft, E2, 5b5a) . 

sale of lottery tickets in aid 
of the Mount Evere.; t 
Foundation in all their pubs 
in the East Midlands. 
Through this co -operation a 
sum of money in excess of 
£ 10,000 - and possibly as 
high as £20,000 - had been 
raised for the MEF to add to 
its pitifully small capital, 
enabling it to increase grants 
to Briti sh expeditions. The 
cash should help the MEF 
give grants up to twice as 
large. 
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Rheinhold Messner's 
account of his solo ascent 
of Nanga Parbat. 
Translation by Chris Fitzhugh 
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I AM SIPPING my soup from a pan hardly bigger 
than a cup. My throat feels as rough and sore as if 
someone had gone into it with a rasp. It is an effort 
to force down a piece of corned beef out of the tin. 

That's a mistake. I must vomit, out of the tiny 
tent into the snow. In so doing I spew up half the 
liquid which cost me so much effort in the course 
of the morning. And without enough liquid in the 
body (six litres a day, to be exact) I would be 
finished right away. My altimeter points to just 
over 19,700ft. I am on the West Face of Nanga 
Parbat in the Himalayas ofNorthern Pakistan. 

I fetch in the socks and double boots which I 
had put outside the tent to dry in the sun. The 
fireball in the west dips amid a mass of clouds like 
atomic mushrooms, and sets. 

It gets cold at once. As long as it was warm -
even prickly hot in the sun - I melted snow in the 
bivvy tent. Before the meltwater can re-freeze in 
this sharp cold, I pour it carefully into a small pan 
and balance it over the gas flame. I must keep on 
drinking and replace the lost liquid so that my 
blood does not thicken. It's Monday the 7th of 
August, 1978 - the second day of my attempt to 
solo Nanga Parbat, 26,660ft. 

This morning I stepped on to the 13,000ft West 
Face, without a rope, without protection; 
crampons on my feet, an ice axe in my right hand 

Above: Rhein hold Messner alone on the summit ofNanga Parba1, the Silbersat1el is al the l{(fi. 

and almost 40lbs on my back. 
In six hours I have gained more than 3,000ft. 

Hence I'm trembling with exhaustion; hence the 
cramp in my right forearm, which has been cutting 
steps continuously hacking out holes and pulling 
me over crevasse edges ; hence the sickness. But I 
must go on drinking as darkness falls and the 
temperature drops to minus l 5C; I have to go on 
drinking and must not be sick again. Vomit once 
more, and I'll have to turn back ifl wish to survive. 

Solo. The only man before me to attempt an 
8000m peak solo was Maurice Wilson. In 1934 he 
tried to climb Everest. Two years later his body 
was found at 21,000ft. 

Solo the nearest peop le are now already 
8,000ft beneath me in the tiny base camp. Waiting 
there are Ursula Grether, a 27-year-old medical 
student, and Major Mohammed Tahir - " Derry", 
my liaison omcer. 

Neither could help me in an accident. I have 
neither radio transmitter nor flares, nor any other 
emergency signal - there would be no point. The 
nearest place intermittently in touch with the 
outside world is Babusar, and is four days' walk 
away; they have a handcranked telephone which 
sometimes works. 

To save weight, I have not even brought along a 

torch. The gas flame is my one source oflight till I 
have drunk enough and prepare to sleep. And I 
sleep really well; at night nothing can happen to 
me. My mini-tent stands protected beneath an ice 
overhang and is tied to an ice screw. It ought even 
to resist being sucked away in the wake of any 
nearby avalanche. Ought to. 

From Europe I had only brought 45lbs. Base 
Camp had been setupatabout 13,000ft,attheend 
of the valley where the meadow stops and the scree 
starts. 

Three weeks passed in reconnaissance. Day 
after day, if the weather was fine, I scanned the 
Diamir Face ofNanga Pargat to discover a route 
where I could climb as quickly and as steeply as 
possible without committing suicide. On July 30-
3 l l climbed theneighbouringGanalo Peak, more 
than 19,500 high - my final training. 

On August 2 I climbed from Base to the foot of 
the West Face. I bivouacked, but had to return 
next morning as the weather had turned foul. Not 
till August6 could I try again. I left Base alone and 
without any mountaineering support. Absolutely 
solo. 

On Tuesday August 8 I wake up at 5am. My 
altimeter shows 150ft more than the previous 
evening. I haven't been lifted up in my sleep - air 

pressure has fallen. Not a good sign. l breakfast on 
tea and and soup. 

In the icy stillness of dawn there is suddenly a 
noise as if from some huge distant waterfall. 

I tear open the iced-up tent entrance and poke 
my head out. Beneath me half the ice-face must 
have broken off. Everything seems on the move. 
On my left ice avalanches roar to the valley. 
Beneath me a wide avalanche sweeps like a tidal 
wave to the foot of the mountain. It consists of the 
ice which I climbed yesterday, and it pours over 
the bivouac spot that I left 24 hours ago. Spell
bound, I watch the end which would have 
overtaken me had I started today. 

No panic, though the blood is throbbing in my 
temples. I say to myself: there goes your descent 
route. You won't get down that now. You'll have 
to think of something else for the way home. 

(Edi1or's note: It has since come to light that the 
cause of the avalanche was a local earthquake 
registering 5.5 on the Richter Scale.) 

In the chill blue shadow of the face I fold up my 
tent and pack everything into my sack: two finger
thick foam mats, a down sleeping bag, cooking 
things, seven beercan-sized gas canisters. I have 
food for 8 to IO days. Then the ice-screw, camera, 
rock peg oflightest titanium (which I don't use) lip 
salve against cracked lips, sun cream, two pairs of 
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Top: The Diamirface of Nanga Parbal with !he 
ascenl and descen1 lines and bivouacs marked. The 
Mu111111e1y Rib is 1herock spur on 1he l<:/i. Above: 1he 
second bivouac si1e ar abour 2 1,00Q/i. Opposite: 
the view westji-0111 abour 24,500/i on rhe descenr. 

All phorographs wirh rhis arric!eare./i-om Reinhold 
Messner's new book 'Alleingang Nanga Parbar' 
(Nanga Parbar Solo) 10 be published by BLV 
Munich. 
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strong glacier glasses. This time I really must 
avoid being snow-blinded, as on Everest. 

In addition: toilet paper. But I only use itonce 
in fact this morning, after the avalanche. Plasters, 
too, for minor injuries - with serious ones it would 
be all over anyway. Lastly 10 sleeping and pain
killing tablets, but no stimulants at all. 

I already know that I shall get into such difficult 
situations that the temptation to take the pills will 
be overwhelming. And if! take them at this height 
I'm finished . 

Perhaps I would have swallowed them today. I 

have the feeling that no amount of movement will 
get me warm. The snow is uneven, at times pure 
ice, at times crusty or powdery, and my feet only 
feel secure when a firm base crunches under the 
crampons. In the western sky are cirrus clouds, 
and on Nanga Parbat summit a cloud is drooped 
in the colours of the rainbow. A cold wind blows 
across my face. I fear it's going to snow. 

At about 9.30 the sun hits me for the first time 
shining down steeply from high up on the face. It 
turns warm, then hot. I feel the rays as though a 
burning glass, even though the air remains cool. I 
am now above 23,000ft and reach gentler slopes 
surrounding the trapezoidal summit block of 
rock, a summit block which rears up in front of me, 
a whole sepa rate pea k by Alpine standards. This 
mountain begins at a height about 8,000ft above 
the highest peaks in the Alps. 

Gentler slopes - but as a result heavier, deeper 
snow where I sink in up to my thighs. Foot after 
foot I struggle on. Five steps. Pause. My breathing 
grates. Five steps. Pause. Pulse beats 130, 140. 

In every cell of the body I now feel how alone I 
am. There's no one to take over making the steps. 
No one with whom I can exchange a few gasped 
curses and words of encouragement. 

Finally I find a possible camp-site on the rocks 
of the summit block. I am quite dehydrated, have 
no more strength, collapse in the snow. I am not 
going to manage putting up the tent. 

What on ea rth brought me to thi s misery? As if 
the ascent of Mount Everest without oxygen 
equ ipm ent, which Peter Habeler and I had made 
on ly in May of this year, were not enough' But 
Pakistan sent me permission for Nanga Pa rbit this 
same year, and after staying only six weeks in 
Europe I was on my way again to the Himalayas. 

I have dreamt forages of conquering an 8,000m 
peak alone, - considered by mountaineers to be 
"even more impossible" than the highest 
mountain on earth without breathing apparatus. 
My physical condition was in favourof making the 
attempt immediately, for after the many weeks on 
Everest my body was still acclimatised, and 
certainly more effective at altitude than it would be 
after a year's break. 

Lying in the snow, I suck in the air and force it 
out in such a waythatjust before being exhaled itis 
briefly held again in the lungs. I must drink, melt 
more snow in the tent.With movements that seem 
very slow to me and must be even slower, I pitch 
my tent. 

Beneath me is a sea of mist hiding all the valleys 
and mountains up to 21,000ft. But on the western 
horizon a reddish-yellow bank of haze promises 
good weather. While cooking and drinking, and 
now and then storing the air in my lungs, I 
gradually regain confidence. Another night with
outsleeping tablets. Tomorrow is the crucial day; I 
must get up in time. 
I sleep badly and do not leave the tent until 7am. 
The sky is overcast but I can see the summit. If 
there were firm snow or ice in between I would be 
up in two hours, three at the most. But here I am 
ploughing through bottomless snow, treacherous 
as quicksand. 

At 10 o'clock, after three gruelling hours, I 
realise that I'll never reach the summit like this. I 
know too that I won' t get down again if I wear 
myself out any more. I must either turn back at 
once, or risk the last remaining chance: climb the 
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steep rock barrier towering up on my left in a direct 
line to the summit. Rock-climbing has been my 
strength since childhood. 

I climb carefully, but I give it everything,justas 
you must on a vertical Dolomite face. Dolomite 
faces, however, are unserious happy practice cliffs 
in comparison to this. Why I don't slip up here at 
26,000ft, with my unwieldy double boots and my 
poor vision through the goggles, is something I 
don't know. 

I balance along ledges the width of a hand, and 
struggle up a snowy groove. All my instincts are 
alert; inner reserves are touched on that I no 
longer thought existed. 

I am there. It's 4pm, August 9. Standing on the 
summit plateau of Nanga Parbat, I see the 
Silbersatte/ where Willo Welzenbach and Willy 
Merkl were killed, and which Hermann Buhl 
crossed on the first ascent in 1953. On the right is 
the Rupal Valley, in between a vast precipice. 

I too have stood here once before, eight years 
ago. My younger brother Gunther was with me 
then and we embraced each other. It was our first 
8,000m peak. On the descent my brother was 
killed by an avalanche. 

I now feel surprisingly calm, not excited as I did 
then. I fix my camera on to the head of the ice-axe, 
which is fitted with a screw so that it can be used as 
a tripod. 

I photograph myselfin such a way that the back
ground cannot fail to be recognised. Then with my 
unused peg I fasten a metal container to the 
summit rock. In it is a parchment reproduction of 
the first page of the Gutenberg Bible: "In the 
beginning god created ... " It was given to me by a 
friend. I write the date and my name on the 
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parchment and return it to the container. 
I've often thought how it would be if I just 

remained sittingonan eight-thousander. ls it not a 
mountaineer's secret wish to stay up there? Not to 
return to the world which has only just been left 
behind with such an effort? 

An hour later I descend, not down the rock 
barrier but round it - first along the South Ridge, 
then through the snow of the western slope. 
Descending the frosty quicksand is easier. Before 
dark I manage to reach the tent. 

Next morning it's snowing, and thick mist. If! 
went on I would certainly lose my way like Franz 
Jager and Andi Shlick, my two friends who disap
peared when we descended Manaslu in a 
snowstorm. 

I wait. I have to ration fuel and food; the bad 
weather could last more than a week. I sit in the 
tent, dehydrated and very, very tired. Twice that 
day the full pan tips over. Partofmydownsleeping 
bag is burned in the process. On the evening' of 
August 10 the weather looks rotten. Three, four 
more days and I'll be too weak for the descent. I 
told Ursula Grether and Major Tahir: "[fl am not 
back after 10 days you can strike Base Camp and 
report me missing to the authorities in Islamabad. 
Nothing can be done. A search would be 
pointless." 

Three-thirty next morning. The weather seems to 
be improving. I feel giddy, but it doesn't stop me. 
At five I'm out of the tent, determined to risk 
everything. I abandon the tent, sleeping bag and 
various pieces of equipment: soups, stove, every
thing. I must try to reach Base Camp today, in one 
single mammoth stage. Ten thousand feet of 

I 

I 

~ 

, .,,. 

I 

height loss in the steepest direct line. If I don't 
make it, I won't survive the ensuing night. 

Traversing diagonally, I suddenly slip and can 
only stop myself through sheer speed of reaction. 
A sprained ankle or broken tibia would- have 
meant the end. The shock forces me to 
concentrate all my efforts. 

On the left of a vertical rock spur exposed to 
stonefall - the Mummery Spur- I descend 6,500ft 
in one section, facing inwards on bare ice at 50-60 
degrees. No other incidents, no avalanches. In the 
late afternoon, in the lower more level reaches of 
the face, I leap over a dozen crevasses. I feel both 
half-dead and reborn. 

At Base Camp they have seen me sometime 
ago. Ursula comes towards me across the vast 
scree slopes carrying my training shoes. We meet. 
I take off myclubfoot-bootsand throw them away, 
don't want to see them again. With the keen 
insight of a medic she states that I look "green" -
like a mummy. 

That's why there is not photo of the return. 
Ursula thinks that a picture of me in this state 
would be "in bad taste". 

SUMMARY 
Rheinhold Messner's personal account of.his 

solo ascent ofNanga Parbat by a new route on the 
Diamir Face. 
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BRIAN HALL ALAN ROUSE ROGER BAXTER JONES RAB CARRINGTON 
Born 1951 and educated in Kendal. Received 
a B.A. in geography from Leeds University 
and then an M.A. in ecology from Bangor 
University. A leading alPinist with an 
impressive series of winter ascents to his 
credit. The first ascent of Cerro Standhardt, 
then the last major unclimbed peak in 
Patagonia, was a particularly notable 
achievement. 

Born 1951 and educated in B irkenhead . 
Received a B.A. in mathematics from 
Cambridge University. An actiVe figure in 
Welsh rock climbing during the early seven
ties. Along with Rab Carrington and Brian 
Hall he was a member of the highly 
successful British South America Mountain
eering Expedition in the course of which a 
record seventeen major ascents were 
achieved. He is at present the hon. secretary 
of the Alpine Climbing Group, Britains 
foremost alpine club. His major ascents are 
roughly parallel with those of Rab 
Carrington, a selection of which appears 
above. 

Born 1950 and educated in London. 
Received a B.A. in communications studies 
from Sheffield University. A prominent 
figure in international alpinism. His ascent 
in alpine style of the direct route on the 
Whymper spur of the Grand es Jorasses was 
one of the most significant ascents made by 
a British party in recent years. 

Born 1947 and educated in Glasgow. 
Received a B.A. in mathematics from 
Glasgow University. A leading pioneer in 
Scottish rock climbing he eventua lly moved 
south to England. He rapid!y became 
established as one of Britains leading 
alpinists of the seventies. He has completed 
a whole string of first ascents in Brita in, the 
Alps and South and North America, 

Major ascents include the following; Dru 
north face (2nd winter ascent), Oroites, 
Lagarde couloir (2nd winter ascent), 
Boccolatti Pillar (2nd winter ascent), Cerro 
Standhardt (1st ascent), North face 
Huascaran (trench route) (1st alpine style 
ascent). 

Major ascents include; Grandes Charmoz 
(1st winter solo), Walker Spur, North face 
Matterhorn, Whymper Spur direct (2nd 
ascent). 

usually in company with Alan Rouse 
another expedition member. 
Major ascents include the following; 
Gletcherhorn North Face (1st ascent), 
Pelerins North Face (1st winter ascent), 
Droites North Spur (2nd winter ascent) , 
Walker Spur, North Face Dru (2nd ascent 
by Lesueur route), West face Poincenot 
I 1st ascent). South face Yerupaja I I st 
ascent), West face Rondoy (1st ascent). 
South face Rasac (1st ascent). 

Would you buy a used 
expedition from these men? 
MOUNTAIN interviews the four members of the British Jannu expedition. 
THIS INTERVIEW took place a week to ten days 
after the expedition had returned from Nepal. It 
was conducted before, during and after an 
extensive Indian meal (novel for me, but the 
expedition's hundredth in as many days 1). 

Furthermore, talking to the four members of the 
team was a little like listening to several computers 
cheeping to each other - everyone spoke at once 
and very fast. 

Having heard the initial horror stories of 
leeches on the way in and deep, deep powder
snow climbingand noticed the fixed grins on their 
faces. I asked if they' d had a good trip. They all 
laughed in a way that told me I'd probably said the 
wrong thing. " I've noticed that since I came back 
I've been testing my feelings about the trip against 
people's reactions to the news we've done it," 
Roger Baxter-Jones summed it up. "And 
everybody seems very pleased that we've done 
it ... 'a good effort' ... but, after the climb we all 
agreed that we didn't enjoy it and that it wasn't a 
very good route." 

Amongst the massed computerspeak one 
phrase kept occuring, "hard work". Rab 
Carrington, Brian Hall and Alan Rouse had all 
been to South America and climbed extensively 
there but the Himalayan walk-in had appalled 
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them. It's a long walk, eighteen days or about 160 
miles (40 as the crow flies). The difficulties were 
compounded by the need to carry about S0lbs of 
kit each, in order to save on porters, and by the fact 
that despite such economies they had to become, 
for the first time in their li ves, employers of some 
36 men. 

From their Andean experiences Rab, Brian and 
Al were wary of the natives. "In South America 
you got used to dealing with everyone as if they 
were a rogue," Rab explained, "but afterspending 
the first two days in Nepal trying to watch every
body we came to the conclusion that we couldn't 
do it. Fortunately the Nepalese are honest, or at 
least they 'do you' in an honest way." Brian's 
comment was, " In South An1erica they have 
donkeys and they are the only pretty honest 
thing." 

Apart from this worry there were leeches: 
sometimes five (a figure agreed upon by the team 
as a reasonable overstatement) to a leaf on the 
plants in the forest. Roger suffered especially 
badly with these. Some days he· had as many as 
forty on his feet despite socks soaked in dettol and 
salt. (Photographic evidence provided!) The last 
third of the walk was through uninhabited areas. 
'The map kept marking places called Ramshey" 

said Alan, "but they were just piles of stones. We 
came to the conclusion that Ramshey is Nepalese 
for 'the place where no-one lives'." The final carry 
up the Yalung Glacier to the Base camp site was 
made as a double stage by those porters who 
volunteered, and had shoes. Base camp 'was at 
I 5,750ft just above the Yalung, which separates 
Kangchenjunga from Jannu, and across from the 
intended objective, the East Face of Jannu. 
During early September the monsoon was still 
affecting the weather and the mountain was 
usually hidden in cloud. It was clear though that 
the bouom part of the East Face was dominated by 
a hanging glacier and so they made their first 
allempt upa rock buttress to the left ofit, intending 
to traverse above. The photos of this buttress look 
just like all that is worst in Scottish summer 
climbing. Wet rock, rain, scree covered ledges and 
great wet grass sods. Two days of that was enough, 
they retreated without gaining the glacier. They 
had established verbal ly with the Nepalese 
authorities that if the E Face proved impossible 
they cou ld attempt the mountain by other lines. 

As regards permission, Rab felt the Nepalese 
weren't really worried about the border situation 
(there was a clash in their area during the trip) ; 
Roger felt that any difficulties were just blocks in 



the system; Brian pointed out that the Ministry of 
Tourism had only this year taken over responsi
bility for mountaineering. But they all felt that the 
Nepalese were keen to be in control of expeditions 
in their country. " I think they're still afraid that 
after all the mountains have been climbed then no 
one will come," Al surmised. "The other 
thing is that I'm sure they don't really know what 
they've got," added Rab, "Theydidn 't know about 
the subsidiary summit of Jannu to the north east 
of the main summit. On the way in we tried to 
convince them that it was only part of the main 
mountain but it became clear that it was a worth
while objective in its own right. So when we were 
talking to them on the way out and showing them 
our map one of the officials was so impressed by 
0ur map that he asked ifhe could have it as it was 
'better than anything he had'!" 

After this attempt Roger and Brian made a 
reconaissance walk round to the south side of 
Jan nu. This meant a week long walk including the 
crossing of the 17,500ft pass the Lapsong La. On 
their return another attempt was made from the 
East side. 

The attempt was made via a route up to th ecol to 
the north of Jannu and the subsidiary peak. Rab 
and Al established an advance base at the foot of a 
spur coming down from the col. All four then 
spent four days climbing, alpine style, to reach the 
col at 21,500ft. "That was the only time we ever 
really felt the altitude," was Roger's comment. 

Only eight pitches a day on the climb to the col 
meant that the rest of the ridge to the subsidiary 
summit and the mile or so of sharp ridge to the 
main summit would have taken at least twelve 
more days of climbing. They retreated. The three 
who had been to South America were becoming 
restive. "In South America there was an 
immediacy of results that was similar to the Alps," 
was Brian's opinion. "We'd been here a month or 
more and got nothing." 

Al was in favour of Kangchenjunga because 
the route was not so technical, but they opted to 
walk roundJannu to try the original French line of 
1962 which had been repeated by the Japanese in 
1974. To help them over the Lapsong La they 
recruited two nomadic Tibetan yak-herders to 
carry some gear. Nevertheless they had 45-50lbs 
each as loads for the three daywalk to the site of the 
French base camp on the Yamatari glacier. From 
there they were faced with a vertical difference of 
about 9,500ft to the summit (25,294ft) and a 
distance of6 to 7 miles horizontally. Starting the 
next day it took them 4½ days climbing to reach 
the summit at I 1.30 a.m. on the 21st October. 

What was the climbing like? Was it hard? There 
seemed to be some argument as to the standard of 
the climb. Alpine TD (Roger disagreed, said it was 
easier till Al pointed out that Roger had soloed a 
TD, the North Face of the Charmoz) or Scottish 
grade 4. Brian said it was "worrying climbing, 
dangerous climbing". Al summed it up, philoso
phising about grading systems in general, "The 
criterion of difficulty is how many people can do it, 
not some vague quality that's supposed to exist 
independent of people. How can the rock or snow 
itself have this quality of difficulty? It's purely sub
jective difficulty. I mean if you think it's hard, 
either because of'technical difficulty' or because 
you think you'll get the chop, it's a hard route." "I 
don't think anyone will ever be technically 
stretched on a Himalayan peak,'.' Rab stuck in. 
They argued for a while about whether you can 
sort 'technical difficulty' from strenuousness. 

From this it appeared that the main difficulties 
on Jannu were not the technical ones. " If the SW 
Face of Everest was at the samealtitudeasJannu it 
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would be easier than Jannu," was Rab.'s opinion. 
So was it technically hard, I asked. No, they said, it 
was more the insecurity, the hard work and the 
constant "grip". Roger pointed out that in the 
three week period when they made the ascent they 
only had two days off. "Eat, sleep, work," said 
Brian, "not enough time for anything else." Again 
Al summed it up, "The climb did take enough out 
of us. It was on our limit in fact, but not in the usual 
way we're brought to our limit, by t:!chnical 
difficulties. On Jannu the altitude, cold and wind 
affected you so drastically- because it was getting 
on towards winter - that it was taking us to our 
limit but in an unfamiliar way. This wasn't as 
satisfying. Jannu was a hard mountain." . 

The details of the climbing bore this out. On the 
first day they made 3,000ft to the site of the French 
camp 3. They passed evidence of the French 
attempt on a rocky step where they saw some 
bleached fixed rope. Above the bivouac the real 
difficulties started. A long, complicated snow 
ridge led to the Tete du Butoir - a giant snow 
gendarme. The climbing was in and around giant 
snow mushrooms (cover photo) made harder by 
deep snow. The second bivouac was about2,000ft 
higher at 21,000ft. The next day more of this 
appallingground led to the Tete du Dentellealong 
a ridge. At this stage Rab recalled, or rather the 

others recalled for him, that he nearly packed it in. 
In the lead through deep powder snow flounder
ing exhaustingly for little progress, he grew 
annoyed with the nature of the climb. "Let's get it 
straight," Rab described the incident, " I actually 
said, 'F-ing hell! I wouldn't climb on Ben Nevis in 
conditions like these let alone pay £1,000to come 
out here for the climb'." 

There followed a mid-climb conference on 
tactics, especially the problem of descending this 
poor snow as they only had one snow stake 
between them. They were travelling very light: 
12l bs of food per pair, identical setsofkitand three 
gas cylinders only per pair. "We travelled light, but 
the idea was that if one pair was separated or lost 
the other pair had a full set of gear and could 
continue," said Brian. Roger quickly pointed out 
that this wouldn't really have worked as each pair 
only had one 150ft 9mm rope. ("They were new 
ropes mind, not Rab's furry rope," Brian added! 
Roger pointed out that he'd read somewhere that 
it was now thought unsafe to climb on double 
9mm.) 

The tactical discussion on the climb was 
resolved when "we noticed that the rope was 
snaking off round the comer and that Roger 
wasn't there," said Al. Roger led two very hard 
grooves of steep, bottomless snow, but luckily 

23 



Above: The upper pan oflannu/i-om the south. The shado11,y snow basin is the Throne. The summit block is about l 1/2miles away. Photo: Rab Carrington. 

better snow in the avalanche runnels enabled 
them to gain the next bivvy site at about 21,650ft. 

The next day the route led for almost a mile 
across the basin called the Throne by the French. 
"We got into a very weird situation on that fourth 
day," Brian said. "It was reallyeasy.""Downhill in 
places," Rab stuck in, "just stomping along. It's a 
position I've never been in before." Brian went 
on: "Just walking along but you're in a very, very 
serious position. It was very, very difficult to go 
down from there." 

They made their last bivouac before the top 
in a crevasse near the top edge of The Throne. At 
midnight that night they began to cook breakfast 
and at 3.30 a.m. started for the couloir that led 
through the summit pyramid . " It was very cold," 
said Al, "about minus 30 centigrade." A 45 degree 
snow and snow-ice slope with little rock steps led 
toa gully. "You got really cold waiting at the top of 
each pitch" said Rab, "even though we were 
wearing fibre pile suits, Whillans down suits and 
Gore-lex anoraks over that." "We carried no sacks 
just stuffed bars of fudge and spare gloves in our 
pockets. That was awkward because the wind kept 
blowing the jacket into your face. It hurts being hit 
on the nose by a pocketful of gear," was Brian's 
account. 

They had decided that the only way to cover the 
2,000ft from the top bivvy to the summit was in 
this fashion , without sacs. All of them felt that the 
critical level as far as altitude goes was 23,000ft. 
"Up to 23,000ft, in the Himalayas or, say, the 
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Andes, you can climb routes of the Walker Spur 
standard in, say, four or five days in Alpine style." 
(Both Rab and Al made this point.) Above that 
altitude, as they were from the last bivvy on, 
progress on highly technical ground was probably 
impossible in Alpine style. "I think I could have 
climbed harderthan I had to on that last day," said 
Rab. The other three didn't sound completely 
convinced. Anyway they had decided that if they 
hadn ' t made it by midday they would turn back in 
order to reach their bivvy again. A night without 
bivvy gear at thosealtitudesand in that cold would 
have been very serious. 

Even after the morning sun had come up it 
didn't really get any warmer. After the gully a final 
struggle up the summit ridge in a howling gale 
took all four members to the summit within 
minutes of each other at l l.30a.m. Photos and an 
immediate retreat, down-climbing, led back to the 
top bivvy at 4.00 p.m. I asked then about the 
bivvies. "That top one wasn't bad, it was sheltered. 
On the one before we cut slabs from the wind-slab 
snow to make a wall but it was still bad. There was 
knee-high spindrift whistling along and blowing 
into our bags," Roger recalled. "Like the spindrift 
at the top of the Ben - well not as bad as I've seen 
that though," Rab adjudged. 

Why not use tents? "Tents were too heavy, 
besides which it would have disturbed the gear 
carrying. Someone would have to carry the tent: 
either one pair or the other," explained Brian. "We 
did have bivvy sacs but you can't usually find a 
bivvy place where two people can lie down 

together to get into one," added Al, "so if one 
couldn'tget in theotherwasn'tallowed to. We had 
Gore-Tex covered, down sleeping bags though 
and they were more wind-proof than normal 
ones." "Hoods were good," said Brian. " Yeah, 
they had an extension hood which was good in 
that you could do the bag up at the neck to stop 
spindrift, it was good for smoking too, you could 
have a smoke in the hood withoutyourfaggetting 
wet," Al continued. "Could've done with velcroor 
press-studs though because you had to hold the 
hood down with your hand through the bag while 
you slept and you kept letting go," Rab 
commented. 

The descent was fortunately easier than they'd 
feared . "The steps acted like little furnaces in the 
sun," Al explained. "When we came to go down 
the steps were solid because the sun had melted 
them in their sheltered holes each day and they 
froze hard in the nights. If you missed them 
though you were floundering again. We only had 
one snow stake so most of the time we down
climbed. The tricky pitches near the top of the Tete 
du Dentelle we managed to bypass by abseiling 
down an ice wall from a snow spike. That was a bit 
tricky because you're not supposed to be able to 
make a snow bollard from granular snow, it 
doesn't compress when the rope pulls on it, and 
the rope tends to pull through." " Yeah, there was 
one where you had to sit on the snow bollard to get 
on to the abseil," Brian commented, "that was 
hard. Rab fell on one when the rope pulled 



Right: the summit arete of Jannu. The glacier top 
left is the Yalung, base camp isjust out of the photo 
to the left. Below: steep snow descent near the Tete 
du Dente/le, the top climber is sitting on the snow 
bollard from which they are abseiling. Photos: Rab 
Carrington. 

through." 
Pardon!? "Well, I'd gone down a little step on to 

a snow ridge," eX'plained Al, "and I thought it was 
dodgy, but Brian was giving Rab a top rope." "Was 
I?'' asked Brian. "Well it wasn't really bad, he only 
went about fifteen feet," Al went on, "besides 
which he didn't really · fall on level ground. It 
was the classic situation. He landed on a ridge and 
I just had to go the other side to him." This all 
seemed a bit hairy so I asked about the logic of 
descending as "two separate pairs" on tricky 
ground when they only had two ropes between the 
four of them. I came to the conclusion that the 
only possible reason was to maximise the danger. 
They explained that it meant that everyone got a 
fair share of the nasty job at the back. "We worked 
it so that each pair led on alternate days," Rab said, 
"It struck me sometimes when I was leading 
through the powder snow that the rest of them, 
especially the second pair were getting it easy. But 
doing it that way meant thatifthe pair splitand one 
led in the morning and the other in the afternoon, 
say, everyone led a quarter of the climb." I still 
couldn't see the logic for descent though. "Well," 
Brian explained, "it wasn't really like that because 
what it amounted to was that everyone was 
belayed together and abseiling off the same rope." 

"There was a time on the way up when Brian fell 
through a cornice/' Roger added. "We heard a 
shout and looked round and there was no Brian. I 
looked down and saw him in this hole below, so I 
grabbed the rope to him and shouted to Rab belay 
me. He did." "Yeah, and I was tied to Rab," Al put 
in, "and I saw that we were all going to be pulled 
down. Then Brian started to say how nice it was 
down this hole and how he could see right down to 
the glacier. Anyway, we got him out. It all worked 
quite well though because the climbing wasn't 
really technically difficult. On a steep route in the 
Alps you find that, as two pairs, one pair may take· 
two hours to do a hard pitch and then race off up 
easy ground leaving the other pair as they do the 
hard pitch and so at the end of the day you may be 
quite a way apart. The climbing on Jannu wasn't 
like that though and we could keep together fairly 
easily." 

"We had thought that the descent of the Tete du 
Dentelle and Tete du Butoir would be the crux, 
as it was the crux going up," said Brian, "but we 
made it down from the throne to below them in a 
day. We ran out of food on the glacier though and 
had little to eat forthethreedays walk back to Base 
Camp. Walking over the Lapsong La on the way 
back was amazing. There was just no blood sugar 
left. My legs hardly worked." "My body was just 
about refusing to operate too," added Al. 
Dumping the kit the other side of the pass they 
went back to base. One day's rest and the porters 
arrived to carry the gear out. Eight day's walk back 
to the road. Eight from there to England. After 
paying off the porters they had £20 left between 
them. 

Would they go back? "When· I'm older and 
richer," said Roger. Rab, Brian and Al are going 
back next year, but to a small peak, with some 
technical interest. 

SUMMARY 
The 4th ascent of Jannu (25,294ft) in Nepal. 

The first ascent to be made alpine style or in less 
than six weeks climbing time. 41h days ascent, 2 ½ 
days descent: Roger Baxter-Jones, Rab 
Carrington, Brian Hall and Alan Rouse. Their first 
Himalayan climb. 
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core~Tex® 
laminates on Ice 
Put garments of Gore-Tex Laminates on Ice, say 1000 vertical feet 
Of It, on one of the highest frozen waterfalls In the world. Then 
put yourself In the position of Henry Barber and Rob Taylor, 
hanging there, 600 feet up, when the weather turns from clear and 

vettisfossen, Arda/ Norway 
vertical rise: over 1000 Ft. 
Climbing time required: 18 Hrs. 

s.unny to cold r:aln and wind. Clothing, 
at this point, Is the all Important factor. 
You obviously can't change Into your rainsult. 
For these men a change was not necessary 
because they were equipped with climbing suits 
of versatile Gore-Tex laminate. 

Gore-Tex is a remarkable material that has the 
ability to prevent exterior water penetration while 
allowing Interior body moisture vapor to escape 
Into the atmosphere. In other words, it's waterproof 
and breathable. one garment combines the functions 
Of many, providing wind, storm and water protection. 
But most of all, Gore-Tex laminates can 
provide comfort under the most adverse 
conditions. Call It climate control for ~ 
the body, but whatever you call it, 
Gore-Tex Is the one that Is coming 
out "on Top" with amateurs and 
professionals alike. 

Look for this tag & write 
for further information to: 

w. L. Gore & Associat es <U K> Ltd. 
Pitreavie Industrial Estate 
aueensferrv Road 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland 











The Winter Traverse of the Cuillin of Skye 
by John P Beatty 

WHAT A LUCKY BIRD it is that catches the fat
test wonn for 12 years. Our expedition was already 
defined by its rarity as soon as we pulled the draw
cord on the rucksacks. 

Where were the other 5,000 skyeward-gazing 
mountaineers that long for this definitive ridge? 
Had they forgotten the 20fl snowdrifts of late 
January across the north of Scotland? Had they 
not seen the weather forecast of intensifying high 
pressure over the Western Isles in mid-February? 
Doesn't two and two make Skye? 

Or did Ben Nevis exert its usual magnetism? 
The modem climber has, after all, become a 
sociable creature, and safety in numbers has 
always been a popular myth - but isn't that what 
the lemming said as it tumbled through the air? 

If you live in Manchester you cannot follow the 
daily progress of conditions on the Cu ill in Ridge. 
You must first dream of it, long for it, be patient 
and wait for it. And when the time is right, you 
must drive hard and long into the dawn to the 
Islands. 

A road mender's shelter in Kyle became our 
first bivouac. At 3am we settled down for the 
remaining hours of darkness like children 
awaiting Christmas morning. 

Saturday dawned cold and blue. Across the 
loch and over the island horizon shone silver 
peaks - the winter Cuillin bathed in morning 
light. We abandoned breakfast in favour of an 
early passage on the ferry. 

Once on the island, a calmer spirit entered our 
eageranticipation. Not a breath of wind ruffied the 
mirrored water. Eiders bobbed and whistled 
across the cold spaces. A heron sprang into the air 
like a great slow moth, disturbed from its 
motionless morning by an early stone boat 
chugging out to Raasay's Brave New Oil tower. 

The sump-splitting roadworks near Broadford 
distracted us only momentarily, for the real world 
was drifting away. Island intoxication takes hold 
of free spirits. 

We lefl Slighachan with houses on our backs. 
The snail's pace across the moor reflected the 
weight of our undertaking. We might spend four 
days up on the ridge and need sufficient supplies 
to retreat safely, if necessary on the Coruisk side of 
the range. The cutting rucksack straps soon 
deadened shoulder pains, leaving the mind to 
wander on ahead over the frozen mountain bog, 
and to remember the pioneers oftheseMordorian 
peaks. 

Mackenzie and Collie must have walked this 
way in their early explorations, entering the dark 
carries from the north, daring each other along the 
precipitious crests; seeing the Islands and High
lands from a very new and grand pulpit shared by 
so few. Only Professor Forbes had been there in 
1836. In 1965, in rare winter conditions T~m 
Patey traversed this seven-mile crocodile after 12 
attempts in near-perfect conditions with Brian 
Robertson, Davey Crabbe and Graham Tiso, 
taking two days and one bivouac. 

They set out at dawn; we set out at midday. Our 
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vague plan was to approach Sgurr Nan Gillean by 
a face route on the north-west side, descending by 
the West Ridge, and bivouac somewhere on 
Bealach a' Bhasteir. 

My mind was stifling with plans, possibilities of 
problems, checking and re-checking items in the 
sack. A slight trip over a frozen tussock sent you 
reeling under the weight of your load, but each 
time, from beneath the sweated brow of those first 
two hours, the ridge ahead glowed golden - a 
picture being painted, a symphony created. 

Snow rarely accumulates on the Cuillins owing 
to the proximityofthe sea and the salty west wind. 
Gales will soon blow any snow from the stony 
tops. For any buildup there must be easterly air 
and little wind. 

Dead fingers tightening the crampon straps 
portended the brilliance of the days to come. An 
easy snowslope led us under the blue sky beneath 
the Pinnacle Ridge to a gully rising beyond the 
Knight's Peak. From the gully a steep and breath
taking white meringue slope gleamed towards the 
summit ofGillean. 

Despite the sure placements of crampons and 
hammers, we roped up for an ice bulge; 40ft up 
over 400ft of thin air and thin rope. A dashing start 
to a splendid summit. We had followed this croc
odile for hours through frozen swamps, and now 
standing here, high on its scaly nose, the serpent 
spine stretched out naked and ancient, southward 
across the silent, gloaming summits. 

The sun sank beyond the Outer Isles. We 
moved quickly down the West Ridge amongst 
flowery bollards of ice to the famous gendanne. 
As quick as the silver moon we slid down the rope 
into the shadowed cavity on its north side, to the 
ice slope beneath. Here a wind-hollow under the 
encrusted cliffs provided the angle, protection and 
shelter for a perfect bivouac. Orion cartwheeled in 
the cold dark spaces, high above the lights of 
Portree. Drowsy conversation ebbed deep into 
down. 
We awoke late; the snow, already pink, invited a 
swift departure. The temperature was still well 
below freezing and had stiffened the coiled ropes 
into wire. We shook the ice out of the bivouac 
sacks and shivered through a quick breakfast. It 
was time to move, and pick the teeth of the Basteir 
ahead. 

Beyond the bealach, Am Basteir rises in a sharp 
crest to 3,070ft, dropping alarmingly on both 
sides! Alarmingly, until you arrive at the top; then 
horrifyingly, on to the BhasteirToothand over the 
edge. An absyss of Anglesey zawn proportions. 

"Dear double perlon ropes, please release 
yourself from the bollard around which you have 
been trapped for an hour and a quarter." We hung 
from pegs in the icy chimney, still 70ft from the 
ground. Here we were at midday, teasing and 
easing the ropes, which were hopelessly stuck in 
the crocodile's jaws - and no tears today. 

Rob's 14 stone and 15 mammoth pendules 
across the wall, standing in footloops, pursuadc:d 

the animal to release its prey, and allowed us to 
continue our journey three hours and 3,000 
calories behind schedule. 

An Caisteal and Bruach na Frithe in summer 
are desert peaks; shapely, but loose gravelly 
places. On this zero day in February, however, the 
slow swing south of their great armoured body 
revealed panoramas of rare beauty, a microcosm 
of perfect proportions: the world's great peaks 
gathered together in a Hebridian island sanctuary. 

Chacraraju and Huntingdon side by side; 
Alpamayo, Gasherbrum and Mt Doom outlyers 
of mighty K2; all here petrified in a mountain 
museum. The mountain world was ecompassed 
beneath a Pacific sky, a jewelled and fantastic 
dream. 

The peaks ofBidein Druim nan Ramh, though 
covering only a quarter of a mile, took time and 
care to traverse. Moving separately over 
dangerous ground was made reasonably safe by 
the nature of the snow. French cramponing until 
reversed climbing became necessary was the 
usual procedure. The summer paths had long 
since vanished and a new course had to be found, 
often over new ground not considered for the 
summer trip. 

Living with the exposure of those awful drops 
for three days required absolute concentration. A 
stumble on any of these really big slopes could 
have been extremely serious, with little likelihood 
of a successful brake. The axe would have 
vanished with the first lunge. St Christopher cared 
not; he weighed heavily on my back tugging at my 
shoulders with visions of a mad sledge ride to the 
corrie floor. 

With our minds finely tuned to the utter 
importance of careful movement, we began to 
enjoy the rhythm and flow of our game, as the 
peaks and cols revealed their secret ways to our 
passage. 

The ball-bearing slabs of Sgurr a' Mhadaidh 
had disappered under two feet of ice and passed 
unnoticed; so too was the accumulation of 
fatigue. Several near misses and a cold greying sky 
called us to a halt on the windswept ice-cake 
summit of Ghreadaidh. I had just descended a 
short step and traversed across some steep snow. 

"Careful Rob, nasty patch there," I called back. 
Why had I warned him? We had been caring only 
for ourselves all day. Why bother now? Rob 
arrived without mishap. 

The traverse was only like the other 50 today. 
Easy problems were growing out of proportion. It 
was time to stop. The insidious attrition of 
unroped climbing was jading our judgment, and 
prudence here was vital - the descent ofGhreada
idh was razor-sharp and exposed. 

So in thefadinglightofthatglorious day we settled 
down in an icy hollow, brewed tea, and chatted 
until the galleon moon set its course across the 
sky, embalming us with a pale and unearthly light. 
An encasing layer of ice quickly formed inside the 
nylon sac. The temperature dropped even further. 
The drama of another night began. In a shower of 



glittering stars the ridge slept deep and blue. 
There was no planning for this journey, only a 

little food and a lot ofluck. Snow, ice and intensi
fying high pressure on the Cuillin; sharpen all 
points, throw petrol on the fire! It's a long way to 
Skye. 

And now here, wrapped in the solitude of the 
island night, reflections were burning in my eyes 
from the sun and the snow. Pitches of perfection, 
theeveningsummitofGillean, the blue vistas, the 
rope tricks on the Basteir, the squeaking snow, the 
delicacy of so many descents, the freedom and the 
harmony. 

The rising sun over Knoydart shot cold grey 
beams into the eastern carries. Coruisk emerged 
from the valley depths, water of steel. An early 
chill gusted up the ridge as we balanced our 
precarious way down the twisted crest of 
Ghreadaidh, a tightrope of golden light 
suspended in the dark dawn air. Although techni
cally quite straightforward, it was a place that held 
all the real dangers of our adventure. We were 
starting cold and stiff from the bivouac; the way 
ahead descended a narrow and vertiginous 
section. 

Roping-up here would have presented even 
more problems. As Patey said, "Who can climb 
well with a coil of rope in one hand?" But when 
there is pressure it is a solace to know that you are 
not alone, and that is sufficient - for there lies the 
great divide that defines the true solo climber. For 
him there can be no sharing, no decisions except 
for himself, by himself. 

We were reunited on the col. The air was 
infused with morning warmth; we breakfasted 
and dried some equipment. No need to dream of 
alpine summers sitting in this sunny hollow - here 
we were in our own dream. Imperceptible 
distances, sharpness and clarity among the silver 
peaks, and a February wind soughing across the 
snow. We moved quickly and surely on our way 
over Thormaid and Banachdich. 

Sgurr na Banachdich marks the great elbow 
bend in the Cuilin Ridge and opens up expansive 
views of the open sea. Two of nature's greatest 
elements meet here; where else in the world is 
there a communion such as this? Far afield, 
possibly - Lofoten, North-West Spitzbergen, 
Chile - and here on this icy crest in Scotland. 
Euphoria set in again. Sgurr Dearg, a mountain of 
glass, was a diamond in a necklace of pearls. 

The wind had strenghtened alarmingly on the 
summit and was gusting with disconcerting 
irregularity. Out in the west a chain oflenticulars 
was rising ominously from the darkening 
horizon. We saw the fragility of the dream. Ten 
minutes only to reflect and allow this place of 
extraordinary beauty to etch deeply on our minds. 
Rhum and Canna hovered out of time, in spaces of 
blue. Sron na Ciche below, preserved in white 
wax, arched downwards to a silvered sea, a 
glittering shoal in an ocean of sky. 
It was 11.30am. We estimated on a further six 
hours of climbing time and a moonlight walk back 
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Above: Rob Beighton penduling to free thejammed ropes on Am Bhasteir. Photo : John Beatty. 

to Glen Brittle, avoiding a further bivouac. We 
were going to have to move very quickly. 

The ground below the Inaccessible Pinnacle 
was unrecognisable as the summer screes. Today 
it was a 50-degree slope of perfect cramponing 
snow. A slope with the atmosphere of a great 
Alpine peak. Ultra-violet unlimited and 300ft of 
snakebite ice landed us in a neat sidestep round 
the foot of An Stac below the crest ofSgurr Mhic 
Coinnich. 

Somehow this section of the ridge is a mental 
impasse, flanked as it is by huge dark cliffs - a 
narrow gangway, the yardarm of a ship's mast. 
Walking the plank with the crocodile's tail looking 
menacing. The jaws had been obvious enough, 
but here in the final section, as in all good 
crocodile tails, was an unpredictable last defence. 

Snow is limited in the angle at which it can stick 
to sloping rocky surfaces, and up here the layers 
accumulated over a period of many days were 
deep and unstable, with a frozen onion-skin top 
surface. Footsteps broke through into deep 
powder, treacherously. Mackenzie's monument 
on the summit was deeply buried. To avoid absei-

The 
Cuillin Ridge, 
Skye. 

continued on P36 ................ ► 
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From left to right 
Stubai Ta'OICrampon 
Anexicdlent,more 
advanced crampon of 
12-point design. 
£17.90. 
Stubai IO-point 
Cra,npons. 
~iaeal all-round 
cfdligsi with the front 
points precisely at the 
correct angle. 
Ruggedly constructed 
and easily adjusqble, 
they are available in 
two sizes. £14. 90. 

Stubai Mont Blanc. 
An improved version 
of the Ashcenbrenner, 
which has. been proved 
on many mountains 
overmany~. 
Features include 
karabiner hole and 
teeth on the underside 
of the pick. In sizes 55, 
63, 70, 75, 80 and 
85cm.£18.90 
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Stubai Hidden 1>eallr
Anotherice axe with 
the sensational GPI, 
ultra-lightweight shaft 
that offers the · 
mountaineer very 
significant weight 
savings. The slim adze 
offers superb ice
cutting performance. 
£26.96 

BRITAIN'S LARGEST MOUNTAIN RANGE Mountaineering Activities Ltd., Wellington Mills, Duke Street, Manchester. 

Stubai Walker. 
A superb Messner
Habeler rock and ice 
hammer. Thelong, 
~g pick offers 
tei!th along the full 
length of the underside 
. .and fluted top for 
better gripping. Two 
wrist loops-one at the 
bottom,one in the 
middle-give extra 
versatility. £11 .90. 

material gives an ultra
lightweiht shaft that is 
capable of meeting the 
UIAA specification to 
withstand a load of 400 
kilos. The sharply 
drooping pick with 
slim adze make it the 
perfect axe for serious 
ice climber.I. In sizes 
63, 70 and 75cm. 
£25.90 
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Introducing The Black Ice Age: PolarGuard® Filled Sleeping Bags and Clothing 
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ling from snow cauliflowers down King's 
Chimney, we baled over the side on to Collie's 
Ledge - a White Spider now, a steep glistening 
ramp. 

Time was certainly pressing as the lenticulars 
on the horizon became sizeable anvils. The sky 
from the west was filling in, the dying sun became 
livid yellow, the nip had gone out of the air. The 
evening summits in this great cirque glowed 
saffron. 

It now looked as though our plans for a 
moonlight finish were in jeopardy as we gazed 
across the western tops. The moon was going to 
rise into a bank of rapidly advancing cloud. 

The famous Thearlaich-Dubh Gap disap
peared behind us, causing little concern in com
parison to what had gone before. We were racing 
for the finish, but had made a costly mistake 
beyond the Gap. The celebratory whisky we had 
shared beyond what we thought was the final 
problem weakened us for a fast finish out to Gars
bheinn. We were lulled into a illusory well-being. 
The wind was strengthening and the night 
drawing in; a grand finale was building up. 

In an hour's time we were several hundred 
yards apart traversing the final sections, each con
templating our own fate in the darkness. A warm 
wind was blowing in from the sea; a death 
sentence had been passed on all things frozen. 

With the traverse complete now at 7.30pm, 
priority went to immediate descent. The snow 
softened rapidly, flakes were falling - and the 
cornices surrounding Gars-bheinn were all steep 
and dark. We rejected the possibility of descent to 
the JMCS hut in Coruisk, so we began a weary 
traverse back to the last col and possible descent 
into Caire nan Laogh. The only information we 
had was of two rock bands that crossed the corrie 
wall at midheight. 

Caution after completion ofanyclimb is one of the 
primary fail-s~.fes in the handbooks. Never more 
so than in our case. 

Whisky-weak and route-tired, we down
climbed the steep snowfields of the dark corrie 
sides. Nothing must go wrong now. Climbing 
slowly and surely, owl-cats reawakened by the 
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seriousness of these lonely night hours. 
Rob found a ramp cutting clearly through the 

first band of cliffs. But where were we now? 
Between rockbands, on rapidly softening snow, 
with rain beginning to fall. The limit oftolerence 
and sense was reached and realised; another 
bivouac was necessary. The hunched shoulders of 
Caire nan Laogh's vulture cwm forbade our 
further descent. 

Our third and worst bivouac. A hollow once 
formed by the wind, now a trench channelling 
rivulets from the melting snows above. Potholes 
on the floor; staUgmitic icicles above, hanging 
from the rock like Damocles' sword. We sat all 
night in out wet jelly sleeping bags. A night 
shifting from the drips, while Rob excelled 
himself by making constant brews until the 
darkness gave way to a still, grey, misty, dank 
dawn. 

Our crystal ridge had vanished. Our dream 
mountains were reduced to dismal remains, a 
skeleton from which the meat was rotting away. I 
wanted to be away from this place and remember 
only the thrilling landscape, the daring and 
breathtaking traverse, the great names reeling off 
beneath my feet. 

Here was our final problem: a wet cliff to 
descend to a last snowfield and the frozen grass on 
the corriefloor. This was my 13th abseil and Rob's 
12th - he was less apprehensive than I. Twelve 
abseils involve an extraordinary wastage of 
equipment, but abseiling is abseiling, and mis
takes are often made with poor anchors. 

This was another insecure abseil. A double 
belay and no mistake, from a rounded block 
vaguely frozen into the snow. There was an over
whelming sense of escape when the ropes fell 
through the air to our feet: and was all over. 

We sat on the frosty grass unstrapping the 
crampons, not talking, entranced by ourrelease. A 
silence. The end of the great adventure. 

Icicles were breaking off high on the crags, 
rattling down the slopes into echoing, misty 
depths. Water had begun flowing over the slabs of 
Coir' a' Ghrunnda. Steady drizzle came in over 

Above: the summit of Sgurr Dearg looking out at 
Rhum. Photo: John Beatty. 

the sea. 
The camp site and farmhouses at Glen Brittle 

were desolate. A lone curlew melancholy and still 
stood in the wet sand. All the memories and 
contrasts of the closing hours were flying with the 
banners on the high crest of the Cuillin Ridge. 

Then they heaped rocks and boulders mountain 
high 

with stairs of snow 
up to Orion's door; 

and climbed together singing to the sky: 
And no-one saw them go." 

Geoffrey Winthrop Young 

.A 

SUMMARY 
An account of the winter traverse of the Cu ill in 

Ridge of Skye. The complete traverse was first 
done in winter in 1963 by Tom Patey, Brian 
Robertson, Davey Crabbe and Graham Tiso. The 
rarity of winter conditions being good enough 
meant that it was fifteen years before the next 
traverse. In February 1978 John Beatty and Rob 
Beighton made the second traverse. The climb 
was repeated within days by Geoff Cohen and 
Gordon MacNair. It is without doubt the finest 
winter undertaking in Britain, comparable to a 
major alpine climb. 
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Above: the u11c!imbed SSW buttress o/Mou/11 Logan. Photo: Dave Lloyd 

ST.ELIAS 
MOUNTAINS 
The history by Trevor Jones 

Mount Logan, the East 
Ridge by Jon Jones 

Access and climbing notes 
by Chic Scott 

lliE SAINT ELIAS Mountains were first seen by 
European explorers on Saint Elias' Day 1742. The 
mountaineering history began in 1886 with an 
unsuccessful attempt by Lieut F Schwatka to 
climb Mt Saint Elias. 

Eleven years and three more failures were to 
pass before success. In 1897, the Duke of the 
Abruzzi scaled the peak in a very efficient manner. 
After leaving Yakutat on June 23, the complete 
part of ten Italian mountaineers reached the 
summit on July 30. 

In 1924 theAlpineClubofCanadasponsoredA 
M MacCarthy's eight-man expedition to Mt 
Logan. It was May 1932 before they were ready for 
the attempt. The previous months had been spent 
in organisation, reconnaissance and dogsledding 
of their 10 tons ofequipmentsome 80 miles to the 
north-west corner of the mountain. From here 
they moved up to Ogilve Glacier, or the Trench as 
it is now known, to make two storm-thwarted 
attempts on the summit. 

On the third try, six of the team reached a 
summit, only to see a higher one 1 ½ miles away. 
Four hours later, at 8.30pm on June 23, they stood 
on the true summit. 

The descent was an epic. Two bivouacs and 44 
hours were spent in a severe storm at over 
17,000ft. The journey back to Maccarthy, Alaska 
was almost as bad because they all had varying 
degrees of frost-bite to the feet. The third 
highest mountain in the group, Lucania Moun
tain, provided sport of a different king. In 1937, 
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Bradford Washburn and Robert Bates were the 
first ofa group of four to be flown into the Walsh 
Glacier. Upon landing, their pilot informed them 
that he had no intention oflanding on this galcier 
again, and he doubted ifhe would even be able to 
take off from it - with or without passengers. He 
just managed to become airborne, without 
passengers, and was the last person to see the two 
climbers for four weeks. During this time Wash
burn and Bates climbed Lucania and Mt Steele, 
and had a hungry, adventurous trip down the 
Donjek River to the Alaska Highway. 

From 1940 onwards, the major peaks were 
gradually taken off the unclimbed list. Mt. Walsh 
and Mt Wood fell in 1941 to Walter Wood. Mt 
Vancouver was climbed by the North Ridge in 
1948 ; Mt Alverstone and Mt Hubbard by Wood, 
again in 1957; King Peak in 1952 (ascended twice 
in that year); Mt McArthur in 1961 , after five 
attempts; and so on. Perhaps the final statement 
on first ascents of mountains came in 1967, on the 
Yukon Centennial Expedition, when 27 
previously unclimbed summits were attained. 

The main peak-bagging had been achieved by the 
early '60s, and interest turned inevitably to the 
ridges. Logan abounds in these, having approxi
mately a dozen. Most have now been climbed. 
The first to fall was the East Ridge, to a six-man 
team in 1957. The most recent was the Warbler or 

'...ty 
Mt.Cook 
13,760 

disenchantment 
bay 

South-South-East Ridge, to D Jones and team in 
1977. 

In 1965, Allen Steck and five others climbed the 
incredible Hummingbird Ridge - Mt Logan's 
longest. Over its eight miles of corniced a rete, it 
rises some 13 ,000ft vertically. To gain the ridge, 
they spent 10 days climbing a 3,700ft coulo ir 
(d uring this time, they encountered the tiny bird 
which gave the ridge its name). From here,aseries 
of tyro lean traverses were enacted until, 26 days 
after sta rting the climb, they reached easier 
ground. Six days later, on August 7, they reached 
the summit. On August 19 th ey were flown out 
afier a continuous climb of34 days. 

There remain perhaps two ridges unclimbed. 
One, to the north, seems to have some hanging 
si:racs near the top. The other, the South-South
west Ridge - or Face, as it is often called - will 
receive its fourth attempt next year, by a Calgary 
party. 
All the other major peaks are of similar standing. 
There remain some unclimbed ridges and many 
unclimbed faces. The objective dangers involved 
in the face-climbing are, of course, high - to say 
the least. To date, very few faces have been 
climbed - the largest being the 9,000ft West Face 
of Mt Vancouver, climbed in 1977 by a Calgary 
group led by John Calvert. 

There have been very few lightweight 
exped itions here. The remoteness, sca le , weather 

Mt.Hubbard 
14,950 I 

I 
6. Mt. Seattle 
\ 10,007 

' 
and latitude of this range set it on par with the 
Himalayas in many respects. Climbs of 13,000ft 
are not things to be trifled with in any part of the 
world, let alone on the edge of the Arctic. 

Times, however, are changing, as this area 
ceases to be a climbing "backwater". Last year's 
season may give us some indication of what is to 
come. It began with an Alpine-style ascent of the 
East Ridge of Mt Logan, immediately followed by 
a fixed-rope ascent. There were glaciologists and 
high-altitude researchers flying and climbing in 
various locations. A helicopter rescue of a 
beleaguered team on the South-South-West Face 
of Mt Logan. An aborted Alpine-style attempt on 
the Hummingbird Ridge. A retreat from the 
South-East Ridge of Mt Vancouver, caused by 
extremely deep snow. A group of young 
Californians arriving to find that their intended 
new route on Mt Saint Elias was already cluttered 
with Japs. And finally a death : a camp, pitched on 
a cornice of the Warbler Ridge, dropped 6,000ft to 
the Seward Glacier, taking most of the gea r and 
food, and one climber. 

The one winter climb that has been attempted 
was the 10, 160ft Ulu Mountain. Taking into 
consideration the wind-chill factor, temperatures 
were as low as minus 90F. The summit was 
reached, but at no small cost. All members of the 
team had severe frostbite, and many lost their 
toes . 
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Mount Logan, 
the East Ridge 

by Jon Jones 

I STARTED TO WONDER what all the rushing 
had been for. Leaving Yosemite just as the 
weather had finally cleared up and driving non
stop back to Calgary; a demolition party at Green
wood's house; frantic packing and then back on 
the road again. Superb mountain scenery, but no 
time to stop much. 

Then 3,000 miles from Yosemite, Whitehorse. 
A visit to the airport to leave a deposit for the flight 
from Kluane to Logan, then back on to Alaska 
Highway. Speeding along the last I 30 miles trying 
to make the Warden's office before it closed. 
"Don ' t rush," the man at the airport had jested, 
"you' ll probably be stuck at KJuane for a week 
waiting for the weather to clear." He was wrong, it 

An 

was closer to two weeks. 
Everyone was fee ling it now. Chic spoke for us 

all when he woke _up for a moment on day IO at 
KJuane and mumbled: " I've almost forgotten 
what we came here for. " Another day passed with 
on ly a "see yesterday"journal entry to show that it 
had existed. 

Life at KJuane wasn't all dull , though. There 
were a couple of false alarms - tear the camp 
down, wait, put it back up again. And the evening 
soccer games on the gravel airstrip contained 
more body contact than most games of rugby 
league. 

A Heliocourier burst into life, shattering the 
early morning silence. People are running all over 
the airstrip - like a scene from Biggin Hill during 
the Battle of Britain. Soon we are up in the clear 
blue heading over the Kaskawulsh Glacier 
towards the Divide. It's soclearwecould probably 
see Japan if it wasn ' t for all of these damn 
mountains in the way. So many peaks rising from 
oceans of glaciers. Even from 60 miles away 
Logan's bulk dwarfs everything else. 

We land on the Hubbard Glacier about four 
miles from the start of the East Ridge. Chic and I 
load up our toboggans and await the arrival of 
Don and Trev. The roar of avalanches fills the 
afternoon. 
Base Camp isa couple of miles from thesta rtofthe 
ridge. We sort out. Try the radio - it doesn't work. 
Next day, sort out so me more and trim the loads 
down a bit. Twelve days' worth of food sho uld do 
it, with a couple of extra freeze-drieds "just in 
case". A dozen 'biners, a few pins, half a dozen ice 
screws, a few Deadmen anchors, and four ropes. 
We can now operate as two independent ropes. If 
anyone gets hurt, maybe one team at least could 

still make it up. 
We set off at 10pm - it's too hot to climb during 

the day, and never really gets dark at night this far 
north. Let the snow harden a bit; we still fall 
through the crust. With 501b packs the going is 
slow, but it beats ferrying loads. A break in the 
south flank of the ridge allows us to nounderon to 
the ridge crest. A protected flat spot at 8,700ft is 
ideal for our first camp. 

The ridge itself is a lot of fun . Mixed patches of 
rock and snow (3rd and 4th class) interspersed 
with exposed traverses along exciting ridge crests 
and occasional short sections of50 degree ice lead 
to camp 4 at 13,500 ft. Nothing technical , but 
enough to make the difference between a climb 
and a high altitude plod. 

At Camp 4 we take a rest day and cache some 
food and gear in a snow cave. This is about the 
lowest point to which we could bring someone 
down if they get altitude problems higher up -
immediately below are several pitches of steep 
and exposed traversing. (In 1977 a climber suffer
ing from frostbite and advanced cerebral oedema 
was rescued by helicopter from here). 

There is no technical climbingabove. The snow 
is heavy going most of the way to Camp 6 on the 
edgeofthesummit plateau. For the first time since 
our flight in, we see the summit pyramid of Mt 
Logan's East Peak. It's still almost 4,000ft above 
us, but the going looks easy now. If only the 
weather holds ... 

Sunrise next day is bloodier than usual. Lenti
cular clouds cap all the peaks and are stacked thick 
over Mount Lucania. A huge snow plume 
stretches out from the East Peak, and soon it's 
totally obscured. The winds start to rise, at times 
exceeding 60mph. Ice crystals hiss against the 



Left: the East Ridgeo/Logan, the east summit is the 
highest point. Photo: Dave Lloyd. Above: Trevor 
Jones traversing as the moon rises above Mount 
Vancouve,; Hubbard glacier stretching info fhe 
distance. The picture was taken af midnighf on June 
21 sf, fhe longest dayojtheyear, by Jon Jones. Right: 
descending the lower part ofthe Easf Ridge. Photo: 
Trevor Jones. 

flapping tents. "I think we are in for a spell ofincle
ment weather, lads." 

Three days later it is still storming. Gusts, now in 
excess of75mph, shake our tent. The other tent 
starts to rip. Trev sews it in the storm. Lulls are 
ominously quiet. We wonder how strong the next 
gust will be. After four days the storm abates 
sufficiently to allow us to move up the col at 17,300 
ft. Another couple of days of storms pin us down. 
The boredom is terrible. Nothing to read. Can't 
munch, got to make the food last - we could be 
here for some time. Next day is still windy, but 
looks promising. We celebrate with a full break
fast. Chic pukes and we set off for the summit. 
Wind gusts are still very strong se we stick more to 
the face. They die down as we reach the final ridge. 
Plod. Gasp. Click. "Only another 12,000 feet to go 
and we"ll be back down." 

It takes ·1ess than two days for us to reverse the 
route. A plane flies overhead to check up on us. A 
full moon rises over Mt Vancouver as we are 
reversing the most exposed part of the climb; my 
exclamation of wonderment is misinterpreted, 
and the ropes go tight for a moment. We pass a 
heavily laden party ferrying loads in the opposite 
direction. One of their party decides to descend 
with us. 

We reach base camp after almost 18 days on the 
route - just in time to sit out another five days of 
Poor weather. And we were I ucky; the weather got 
worse later in the season. 
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Access and 
climbing 
by Chic Scott 

IN CANADA'S YUKON TERRJTORY the St 
Elias rangeoffersclimbsofHimalayan magnitude 
and isolation but without the expense and 
bureaucratic hassles associated with the Far East. 

On the most serious routes, up to 13,000ft of 
climbing is possible. The nearest point of civilisa
tion may be 50-100 miles away over glacier and 
ice-field. As the St Elias is a coastal range, one can 
expect extremely bad weather for extended 
periods of time. Altitudes up to 19,S00ftand arctic 
temperatures also contribute to the very serious 
nature of the climbs in this range. Happily, 
however, these climbs can be experienced with a 
very minimum of organisational problems. 

The majority of the peaks are in KJuane 
National Park. The Park authorities exercise a 
moderate amount of control over expeditions to 
their area. An application must be made to climb 
111 the Park, and must contain a resume and 
medical certificate for each climber. Each expedi
tion must submit an itinerary, and register out 
when departing and back in upon completion of 
its trip. 

This is a small price to pay for the benefitofa free 
rescue service provided by the National Park. A 
winch-equipped Alouette helicopter is being used 
for this purpose, and in the past two years has 
successfully evacuated several parties from very 
difficult situations on Mount Logan. 

The authorities also request that each party be 
made up of at least four members, and they check 
to ensure that each party had sufficient food and 
fuel to cover extended periods of bad weather and 
waiting. 

Each party should be equipped with a radio as 
well. In the past single side band radios have been 
used, but the Park is now in the process of 
switching to a VHF radio system. With the new 
system, a radio the size of a walkie-talkie is all that 
is needed to keep in touch with the Park 
authorities, rather than a 101b SSB radio. At the 
moment, however, only certain areas of the Park 
are covered by the VHF system. A radio is of prime 
importance, not only in the event of a rescue, but 
to aid in one's flight back to civilisation after the 
climb. 

The Park Headquarters is located in Haines 
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Left: Base Campforthe 1977 attempt on SSW Buttress, Mount Logan. The main summit is 11,000Ji above. The righr skyline is the Hummingbird Ridge. Phoro: 
ChicScort. Above Left: Looking down thejirst 3,000Ji on theSSWburrress. Urs Kallen is climbing, Camp I is on the righr ofthecouloir. Photo: Dick Renshaw. 
Above Right: the upper 6,00Q/i of the SSW Buttress. Photo: Dave Lloyd. 

Junction, and the authorities have been very good 
in the past at providing any information or 
assistance required. 

Transport 
The last major centre on the way to the St Elias 

Range is the cityofWhitehorse. Food and fuel can 
be purchased hereat slightly inflated prices, bu tall 
climbing gear and specialised food should be 
brought by the expedition. Whitehorse can be 
reached by 727 jet service, but most parties will 
choose to drive from Edmonton or Calgary. 
The Alaska highway and the Stewart-Cassiar 
highway are both in reasonable condition, 
although they are subject to washouts in the 
spring. The latter is perhaps the most scenic route. 

From Whitehorse it is a 100 mile drive or bus 
trip to Haines Junction and the Park 
headquarters. After an hour or two registering 
out, all that remains is the trip into the mountains 
to base camp. There are perhaps three ways to do 
this: 

1) Walk or ski in - a long way but highly 
recommended for the purist. Sleds or a support 
flight would be required. 

2. Fly in by helicopter - acostofabout$450 per 
hour for a 1,0001b payload. Good for reaching 
tricky base camp sites. 

Fly in by fixed-wing aircraft - a cost of about 
$180 per hour for a 6001b payload. Perhaps the 
most reasonable way. 

Trans North Turbo Air (Whitehorse) offers 
helicopter flights with two very competent pilots, 
Richard Warsowski and Ron Elan (Ron also does 
the rescue work). Yukon Airways (Whitehorse), 

in conjunction with the Arctic Institute of North 
America, offers fixed-wing flights ; Phil Upton, 
flying a STOL Heliocourier, is the pilot (and the 
best, a veteren of 17 years in the St Elias Range). 

The helicopters are stationed at Haines 
Junction and the Heliocourier at Kluane Lake 
airstrip. Depending on what part of the range one 
is flying to, one can also stage one's flight from 
Burwash Landing. One should camp nearby and 
be prepared to fly when good weather appears. 
Although not likely, it is possible to wait for up to 
two weeks for the flight in. This can be a long and 
tedious wait - and since the weather can improve 
rapidly without much warning, the expedition 
must be continually prepared to fly. 

Once appropriate flying weather appears and it 
is possible to reach one's objective, spring 
conditions can be expected up to about 13,000ft. 
Climbing here is usuallydoneatnighton the more 
stable and consolidated snow. Higher up, winter 
conditions prevail, and minus 40C on the summit 
of Mount Logan is not uncommon. Extended, 
violent storms can be anticipated, lasting for 
periods up to 10 days. 

One can again be forced to wait for appropriate 
weather to fly out. Here it is advisable to be well 
stocked with food and gas and to have a radio to 
inform the pilot of the weather situation in the 
mountains. 

In the past an expedition style approach to the St 
Elias mountains has been employed. The lighter
weight, alpine-style approach is now being 
applied, but should be used with caution. One 
should not underestimate the likelihood of a 

protracted storm high on the mountain. 
Expedition expenses can vary greatly, 

depending on the manner in which the climb is 
done. As little as $500 per member is all that is 
required for a lightweight ascent of a major peak. 
This would include flights, food, radio and travel 
expenses from Calgary. However, with a large 
quantity of gearand using helicopters the costs can 
skyrocket. 

One last positive note on the St Elias Range is 
the isolation. In 1978 there were about 15 parties 
scattered over an area of many thousands of 
square miles. Apart from one or two popular 
routes, it is unusual not to have the climb to 
oneself. In our day of increasingly crowded 
mountains, this is still an area where solitude and 
isolation is the norm, not the exception. 
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SUMMARY 
The St Elias Mountains, Canadian Yukon. The 

history of the climbs by Trevor Jones; an account 
of the first ascent of the East Ridge of Mount 
Logan by Jon Jones and notes on access and 
climbing by Chic Scott. 

43 



.-...-:.. , 

_., 
Above: VoyteA and Kcistq/'/eading 011 thejirsr day. Photo: Alex Macln ryre. 

-- , ~--_,~ 
.;,, ~. 

-........ 

----

SOUTH SIDE STORY 
by John Porter 
THE YEAR 1978 was an eventful one for Poland . 
They had their first cosmonaut (in a Russian 
spacecraft) ; a Pole climbed Everest for the first 
time (before Russia); and there was, of course, the 
election of the Pope. Unless these happenings 
generated a spin-off of good luck, we will have to 
assume that our Anglo-Polish expedition was well 
planned and executed, despite itself... 

Bernard giving us £200 was a reasonable begin
ning. Handing in my notice at work was another. 
A month later, Voytek and I stepped off the plane 
in Bombay. 

The monsoon was late in coming, but having 
come, made the filth of the city float like a layer of 
skin in the streets. We left for Delhi by train, 
steaming north through tropical fields where the 
disembodied heads of water buffalo swam on 
mirror pools. 

Our first visit to the Indian Mountaineering 
Foundation left us feeling like challengers to Kali 
in a nightmare. The Indian government had 
closed the Nanda Devi Sanctuary to climbing. No 
one mentioned the CIA or the piles of garbage that 
despoil the Sanctuary. It was simply closed. 

Terry King had been in Delhi for two weeks 
working his way up throughgovernmentoffices to 
clear his permission for Nanda Devi. I met him in 
the Cellar Disco and asked his advice. "The cow, 
the rat, and the snake are all sacred in the religions 
of India," he explained. My worry over this enig
matic display was soon dispelled - "Here's the 
names and telephone numbers you will need." 

Two days later, Terry had a letter signed by Mr 
Desai granting permission for Nanda Devi. Two 
weeks and two days later, we had our permission 
for Changabang. Alex, Krystof, Doc and the 
equipment arrived during our second week in 
Delhi. The IMF assigned us an excellent liason 
officer, Captain K T Gajria. We started north on 
August 28. 

From Rishekesh, half of us took a taxi to the 
Himalayas - the first 200 miles, that is. The 
monsoon-saturated hillsides were collapsing with 
ever-greater frequency and ever-higher casualties 
the further up the Ganga we travelled. Eventually, 
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the road was impassable. We spent the next day 
moving from landslide to landslide, finding new 
means of transport on the far side of each slide. 

When we reached Joshimath, the others in the 
equipment truck were several days behind. We 
purchased 300kg of food for the porters, and the 
whole expedition were together in Lala on Sept
ember4, only a weeklaterthanwehad hoped. The 
heavy rains which caused massive floods in 
Calcutta and Delhi were now at their height. 

Despite the cold, sodden crossing of the high 
passes above Lata, our porters worked hard. KT 
saw to it that the occasional strife did not lead to 
strike. The nearer we came to Nanda Devi, the 
more cheerful they became, singing and chanting 
each night to their goddess mountain. At Doedi, 
they sacrificed a sheep by the river, slitting the 
stomach and pulling out the beating heart. The 
prime cut which our sirdar brought us was 
steamed into submission inside a pressure 
cooker. Alex ate separately that night, 
discovering, like some aboriginal witch doctor, 
the mystery of cooking for the first time. 

We reached the site of our Base Camp in six days, a 
small flowering meadow about a mile below the 
usual site at the lake. The barrels were opened and 
the contents spread out to dry. The weather was 
slowly improving, although a wind blew up the 
gorge, bringing daily clouds and afternoon snow 
on the tops. We called it the Ganga wind, and 
spent the mornings wind-bathing until the cold 
drove us inside. 

After three days in base, we set off on an ac
climatisation/recce. At the end of the second day 
we arrived at the foot of Changabang in a snow
storm, our shins bruised after many hours of 
breaking through soft snow on to glacial boulders. 
That evening we spotted the ropes of the 1976 
attempt dangling from the top end of the winding 
"snow dragon". We decided to try a line to the left 
leading directly into the dihedrals above the 
dragon. It snowed again that night. 

Voytek set off up the first pitch on a clear, icy 
morning. A few small birds flitted up the slabs 

above, and flowers filled the starting cracks. On 
the second pitch, an overhang forced Voytek left 
on poor pegs. Sheets of ice dropped off in the 
warm sun and skated down the rock. After three 
pitches, I took the lead and moved up awkward 
wet slabs into a snow couloir. 

At the end of six pitches, we made a dump and 
descended in blowing snow. The ropes threaded 
the clouds above our landing on the glacier. That 
night, a full moon lit the eight-hour-long tottering 
track back to base. 

The three days of res t that fo ll owed were not 
very restful. We experim ented with our ham
mocks on a boulder across the ri ver and awa rded 
points; the highest sco re was 6 out of 10. We o r
ganised and reorganised, changing one item of 
gear for another, then changing back again. Food 
and equipment became the centre of debates. We 
eventually opted for 35 pegs, three ice pegs, a 
selecti on of nuts and Fri end s, and eight day's 
foo d. The weight was fr ightening. We argued 
about whether or not to descend the face from the 
top, but agreed to leave that one fo r the moment. 

This time we reached the face in 10 hours from 
Base, arriving in a white-out as we had on the 
previous occasion. A long wet night led to a 
brilliant sunrise that focused on the walls above, 
turning them from gold to silver to solid granite. 
The casing of ice was rattling down the slabs as we 
started up the fixed ropes. 

The first three days were incredibly hard work. 
Our five sacks averaged around 30kg each and 
were impossible to haul. We alternated leading 
and jumaring days in pairs. Our first bivouac was 
10 pitches up, four beyond the end of the fixed 
ropes. 

Next morning we climbed a steep clean 
dihedra l on the right. On the third pitch I 
dislodged a block while trying to free the jammed 
rack of hauling hardware and watched sickened as 
it fell accurately down the corner and landed with a 
crunch in the middleofKrystofs back. I thought it 
was the end of the climb. Krystof jumared with 
great pain up to the stance and I took his sack. No 
broken bones, but it was impossible for him to 
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carry a load again that day. I took over as he started 
up to join Voytek. 

Alex and I remained a team for the rest of the 
climb. As a result of this accident, I jumared the 
first 18 pitches of the climb. At least Sisyphus had 
the satisfaction of watching his burden trundle to 
the bottom each time. 

During the second night, Kyrstof and I began to 
suffer from stomach pains. We were scattered un
comfortably around a largeblock,and I could hear 
his groans through the crack behind. The 
morning sun made us feel a little better. Alex led 
up the ridge from the bivvy, discarding his 
awkward sack almost immedately, and we 
reverted to the second-only sack mandate, leaving 
four for the jumaring pair. Krystof said nothing 
about his back. 

After three pitches, we reached the snow crest at 
the top of the buttress. This was the I 976 
highpoint. Four hundred feet of slabs immedi
ately above led to an overhang, after which the 
wall turned another 15 degrees towards the 
vertical. The headwall above hung portentously 
over our heads, a massive shining tablet perhaps 
destined on Doomsday for use on Mount Sinai. 

For two pitches we followed the snow, until it 
diminished to a single sliver pointing toward a 
shallow erosion groove. I crept from the end ofthe 
snow into the groove - front-pointing on loose 
finger flakes, then aiding on small nuts and tied
offblades. There was no ice beneath the next patch 
of snow I reached, and I took the nearest belay. 

As I watched Alex follow the pitch, the clouds 
began to stream upwards from the glacier in a 
ravaging wind. We decided to go down, but some 
encouraging remarks shouted up by Voytek about 
the earliness of the hour changed our minds. Alex 
moved right on to rock and slowly aided up a 
slanting overlap ofloose flakes. I shivered silently, 
wrapped in ropes. We had left our warm clothes 
below at the bivvy site the Poles were cutting out. 

Next morning, Voytek became a little annoyed 
when he discovered he could lift out with his 
fingers the peg on which he had beenjumaring. 
Alex said nothing. I pointed out diplomatically 
that the warm morning sun must have melted the 
ice around the flake where it was driven. For the 
next 1,000ft all ofus had problems making good 
placements, and we soon forgot to comment. 

At the top of the slabs, Voytek traversed left 
beneath the overhang, then aided through a break 
on to a spectacular wall of polished granite split by 
a single foot-wide crack. Watching Voytek lead the 
wall was one of the few moments of pure delight 
we had during the climb. Krystof and I did a little 
dance to keep warm. Alex shouted up from 
beneath his heavy load, telling us to get a few 
pictures. 

Three pitches higher, in snow and darkness, we 
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Above: Voyrek leadingonro rhe headwall. Left Below: rheSourh Burrress ofChangabang showing rhe roure. 
Below: h;/i ro righr, John Porrer. KrzisrofZurek, Voyrek Kurryka and Alex Macl,iryre. Phoros: Alex Maclnryre. 



Above: looking up 1he headwall.Ii-om !he bivouac a 
1he ropes.fixed on John ?oner's nasly pi1ch. Pho10: 
John Poner. 
Below: break/as/, Changabang slyle. Parler cooks 
while Voy1ek leads. Pho/a: Macinlyre. 
Opposite: looking back al Alex Maci111yre on 1he 
Cyclops bivvy. Pho10: John Poner. 

arranged our first hammock bivouac under a di
mally loose overhang. The only real security was 
the rope hanging down from the next belay, from 
which a very tired Voytek was just descending. 
While the Poles prospected with ice hammers 
among the ruins, I cooked, balancing the two 
stoves in precarious corners. Three hundred feet 
below, Alex's head torch pierced the murk like the 
headlight of a heavy goods train moving imper
ceptibly up a dark siding. 

The fifth sunrise found Krystof and me again 
suffering from stomach pains. Getting organised 
at altitude from a hammock was slow, and it took 
all our diminished concentration to prevent a 
butter-fingered disaster. Boots and sleeping bags 
were the most likely contenders to leave the bivvy 
uninvited. Over the days, two pairs of wind
trousers, pans, sunglasses, and stuff sacks entered 
space beneath us ·never to return. 

Alex and Ijumared up the fixed pitch above the 
bivvy and were confronted with the beginning ofa 
big chimney system which bounds the left centre 
of the face and appears from belowtoofferthe best 
line to the summit. 

Alex quickly led a very steep ice pitch and 
traversed into a small cave beneath a roof. As he 
stood on front-points, working to get a peg in the 
stubborn cracks, the pick of his ice harnrner back
fired like a bullet and caught him just below the 
eye. It whined over my head, accompanied by 
Alex's curses. A bruise was beginning to spread 
across his cheekbone when I reached the belay. 

Although we had taken care, ice and loose 
blocks had fallen as we climbed the pitch and were 
a serious threat to the jumaring pair. The roof 
above looked equally loose and lacked positive 
cracks. We decided to take a chance and break left 
on to the open wall. 
I tottered around the comer. A crack line led 
almost miraculously up to the right. We followed 
this for three pitches, mainly free-climbing on 
excellent rock. Good belays were still seriously 
lacking; the dyke we were following refused 
everything but small nuts and tied-off blades. I 
arrived beneath an overlapping wall where the 
line vanished, to all but our optimistic eyes. 

A few free moves led to a series of increasingly 
difficult aid moves. I stood in the third successive 
rurp, calming myself with lungfuls of thin air, con
templating the consequences of a fall. It soon 
came. 

"Do you know the time, kid?" Alex shouted up 

encouragingly. I had time to answer "No" as I 
edged on to a skyhook, then there was just sky, no 
hook. All but one peg zippered. 

The next fall was 1 Oft higher, when a crack tack 
rejected my weight, but I'd found a good place
ment above the skyhook move and fell only a few 
feet. 

The third fall came in a shallow groove that 
seemed to lead to the end of the overlaps. I free
climbed into it, tapped an angle downwards into a 
gap between two quartz flakes, tied it off, made a 
few moves and found myself falling backwards 
with a small flake in my right hand. 

I descended in the afternoon snow, unable to 
lick my wounds beneath all the layers. We strung 
our hammocks around a small ledge with a few 
patches of ice that could be melted for cooking. 
One ofmy spacer bars pinged downwards in the 
darkness to join two of Alex's 

Krystof took several hours in the morning to 
complete the crux wall pitch. As he leant forward 
to signal Voytek to climb, the belay pulled and he 
tumbled down the groove. He didn't lean out next 
time. Fortunately they reached a good ledge above 
before we had to ju mar. 

The cloud and snow came earlier that day. Alex 
and I were soon manoeuvring on iced-up ropes. 

The snow blew up our backsides from the glacier, 
then returned down our fronts as spindrift. As 
Alex descended from the ledge to fetch his second 
sack, there was a squeal from the clouds like a 
started falcon. I tested the rope and found weight 
still on it. When I reached the bottom a half hour 
later, Alex made a few comments aboutlong-term 
consequences. He had fallen 40ft when he clipped 
into the wrong rope at the transfer point. 

As we returned to the ledges, Voytek was 
descending with the good news that a positive 
dihedral system led back left. After transferring 
on to the bivvy pegs, I knocked out the peg on 
which we had beenjumaring-and on which Alex 
had fallen - with a tap of the hammer. We had 
another cold uncomfortable night. 

The seventh morning came in spectacularly 
from behind the distant peaks ofNepal. At the top 
of the ropes, I fell joyfully into an Al hanging 
corner and continued up the line above mainly 
free, but was forced to finish the pitch on small 
nuts in an iced-up crack. 

A huge detached pinnacle shared the stance 
with me. Alex led through and after aiding up a 
few feet, put on crampons and swung on to an 



icicle. As his front-points sank in the ice, the icicle 
unloaded its bottom half, leaving him hanging 
from one axe in a comic-book position. The 
pinnacleglintedsharplybeneath. Afewgymnastic 
thrutches got him safely established on the ice 
above. 

We were soon on the upper icefield we had 
named the Cyclop 's Eye. On the left side of the 
eye, in the snowless but windy evening light, we 
hung a rope in the gully that severed the blank 
granite cap above the ice. We recrossed the Eye 
and nicked a bivvy in a small snow-crest. My mind 
went back to a similar spectacular position on 
Bandaka in the Hindu Kush the year before. 

Krystof was now in a very bad way, at times 
uncertain where he was. He had not been able to 
eat for three days. My pains were only occasional, 
but his seemed relentlessly persistent. In our tiny 
meeting-place of snow and stars, my nightmares 
wove a strange reality from the present situation 
and unknown events. 

Voytek led all next day. Alex and I once again 
fell into the semi-conscious routine ofjumaring. 
The sacks were now much lighter, but fatigue and 
altitude made up for the expended weight; we 
were like balloons that climb only so high 
regardless of the ballast discarded. An intricate 
route through the upper face brought us to a final 
steep ice pitch. Voytek and Krystofwere waiting 
for us at the beginning of the summit snow fields. 

We exchanged a few congratulations, a few well
hooded nods and double-milted pats. We 
discarded half our four ropes, tied together as a 
foursome, and staggered up the ridge in a wind 
that seemed focused on us from the depths of 
outer space. 

The summit kept kept us for a minute or so. A 
few photos, then we broke down through the soft 
snow towards the East Ridge, as we only had a few 
pegs left. We bivouackednotfarbelowthesummit 
where the ridge suddenly steepens, not wanting to 
risk a descent in the half dark. 

We cut out a large platform and made a few 
jokes for the first time in a week. 

Alex awoke us at first light to witness a frighten
ing waltz of lenticulars around the summit of 
Nanda Devi. The descent was painful and 
dangerous, but fast. We reached our halfway bivvy 
on the glacier just at dark. 

Next day, I walked with Krystofto the end of the 
glacier where it drops steeply off into the valley. 
There he lay down on some moss, and after failing 
to rouse him, I descended. Doc was already 
starting up to help Krystof when I reached the 
valley noor. KT was there to take my sack, and I 
walked through the dreamlike fields to the circus 
tents of base. We'd been away 11 days. 

The next week was agony for me. My stomach 
refused food and convulsed when I tried to eat. 
One morning I walked up to a small stream and 
brought back siltless water for a cup of tea. Two 
days later, using only stream water, I had com
pletely recovered. 

The journey back was a long celebration. The 
Doc made sure we were well entertained. All our 
senses were tuned to the last degree. Three weeks 
after leaving base, Alex and I boarded the London 
train in Warsaw, and saidgoodbyetoalargegroup 
of friends who were soon a few borders behind, 
but not far away. .6. 

SUMMARY 
A report on th e first ascent of the South Buttress 

of Changabang done alpine style by an Anglo
Polish team. 
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CHOCS 
by Tony Mills 

The purpose of this article is 
to make available to the 
climbing world in general 
the outstanding results of 
the intensive research that 
has been carried out at an 
undisclosed place in the 
southern hemisphere, which 
are about to revolutionise 
the whole concept of 
alpinism, ice-climbing and 
the logistics of high altitude 
climbing. 
The subject of this research 
is what are scientifically 
referred to as Consumable 
Pitons and Belays. The basis 
for this research is a fact 
that has been known to 
climbers of all nations for 
many years, but has hitherto 
been totally overlooked. It is, 
in its simplest form that, as 
the ambient temperature 
decreases so the texture of 
chocolate becomes harder 
and more rigid . Anybody 
who has attempted to eat a 
bar of chocolate, or God 
forbid, a Mars bar, in the 
middle of a Scottish gully, 
will bear witness to this . 
Surely we could use this 
phenomenon to our 
advantage. 
The research team selected 
a variety of proprietary 
brands of chocolate and 
later other sugar based 
confections, and carried out 
stress resistance tests on 
them when they had been 
hammered into ordinary 
granite cracks, in a varying 
range of temperatures. The 
results summarised on the 
accompanying graph were 
astounding. 
We can see that the 
standard sized bar of 
Cadbury Milk Chocolate 
yielded a strength of 4 ,000 
kg at - 1 2 C increasing to 
an astonishing 6,000 kg at 
- 25 C, whilst Galaxy 
despite being "so full of milk 
it almost moos" yields a 
maximum stress factor of 
2,500 kg at - 18 C. This 
inherent weakness in this 
product is probably due to 
its high fat content. 
Chocolate Aero Bars were 
disappointing despite their 
lightness and it is expected 
that this is due to the format 
of the bar, rather than the 
holes in the material, 
although there does seem to 
be little control over the 
thickness of the walls 
surrounding the holes
perhaps if this were 
standardized results would 
improve. The Milky Bar far 
from the insipid object 
suggested by its appearance 
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proved to be the strongest at 
high temperatures, seeming 
to retain its strength even 
though it has become rather 
soft and flexible. It is difficult 
to see when in snow though. 
We have recenlty moulded 
the chocolate into a range of 
conventional piton shapes 
called Chaco-pegs, but with 
the exception of the blade 
pegs we have found that the 
normal shaped blocks of 
varying thickness gave the 
better performance. 
Tests with conventional 
boxes of Milk Tray led to 
interesting discoveries with 
the many shapes. When 
used as nuts, these Chaco
Chocks as we may call them, 
seem certain to supersede 
their orthodox aluminium 
counterparts. In particular 
the walnut whirl is proving to 
be a very versatile shape. 
The urp and rurp are sure 
also to be superseded by the 
chocolate drop, in two sizes, 
known for short as the BURP 
(Bite-sized Ultimate Reality 
Piton) and the SLURP 
(Succulent, Lickable, 
Ultimate Reality Piton) . The 
great thing about these is 
that the heat created when 
hammering the BURP in 
causes the chocolate to 
soften and then, as the heat 
dissipates, weld itself on to 
the sides of the crack, giving 
much greater holding power 
than the conventional piton 
Thus far we have only 
mentioned the rock
climbing applications in low 
temperatures of these 
commodities, but probably 
their real importance is in 
ice-climbing. This is due to 
the natural surface adhesion 
between chocolate and 
snow and ice, which is much 
greater than for any of the 
normally used alloys. Thus 
relatively small chocolate 
bars with holes bored in the 
centre make excellent dead
men when placed 
horizontally or vertically in 
the conventional T-shaped 
slot, which however needs 
to be very much smaller than 
usual, thus saving time and 
effort . We shall be 
producing in the near future 
a selection of Chocolate 
Snow-men, although you 
may choose to bore (or 
chew) your own holes. 
The second major innovation 
in ice-climbing came from 
our second line of research, 
where we did not test pure 
chocolate items but what we 
termed Mixed Material 
Munches (mm m's for short). 

These included all-time 
favourites such as Mars and 
Bounty Bars, only the former 
of which is it necessary to 
describe due to its 
popularity in mountaineering 
circles. In short the Mars bar 
may be hammered into even 
the hardest ice slopes 
providing a small placement 
pit is created first. Once 
fixed it provides an ice piton 
of unprecedented holding 
power, giving three times 
the holding power and 
strength of any previous 
piton or screw and in a range 
of temperatures and ice 
types. It probably owes its 
great strength to the 
reinforcing strip of toffee 
which becomes extremely 
strong at low temperatures 
(Another advantage of Mars 
bars is, if the ice dinner
plates, you can always use 
the dinner-plate to eat the 
Mars bar from). But, to be 
serious again, Mars bars are 
difficult to remove but this 
difficulty can be overcome 
for practical purposes by the 
simple expedient of the 
second chewing off the 
protruding portion, and 
provided that alternate leads 
are employed, each climber 
will receive his fair share of 
sustenance whilst in action, 
thus removing the necessity 
of time-wasting lunch 
breaks. Further, should 
retreat be necessary there is 
a ready supply of food 
available on the way down. 
It is worth mentioning here 
that the reader should avoid 
the use of (a) dark chocolate 
and (b) mixed bars such as 
Old Jamaica, Fruit and Nut, 
and the like, at all costs . 
These are dangerous, their 
strength is only in their 
flavour. 

These discoveries have far 
reaching consequences 
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when considering high
altitude logistics. No longer 
is it necessary to haul huge 
quantities of useless 
aluminium and steel as well 
as tons of food up the 
mountain. All that is 
necessary is to balance the 
number of Mars and 
chocolate bars so that the 
summit assault camp can 
balance security against 
starvation ideally using the 
last bar on the summit. 
(Perhaps Rowntree will 
produce giant Mars bars for 
use as snow-stakes). Of 
course on the way down no 
huge amount of metal need 
be left behind; the mountain 
can be cleared by simply 
eating. Thus no longer will 
emaciated skeletons arriving 
at base camp, no longer will 
whole camps endure the 
privations of insufficient 
food when storm-bound. On 
this point, we did test sugar 
based confections, 
particularly Kendal Mint 
Cake, and produced a 
reasonably successful type 
of mint-flavoured angle 
(Mangles) but on the whole 
we recommend the use of 
Kendal Mint Cake simply for 
"sitting on the top and 
nibbling, looking at the 
world below" etc. 
To conclude, this research 
offers up ideas for many 
future possibilities; are the 
insulating qualities of candy 
floss superior to those of felt 
for inner boots.or Fibrefill 
and down for sleeping bags; 
would Brighton rock provide 
a material suitable for ice
axe shafts, adjustable in 
length by chewing of course; 
should we carry rucksacks 
with a refrigerated 
compartment to keep thins 
hard during the walk-in or 
hut-grind? The possibilities 
are endless. 
Perhaps one day in the 
future, we'll all be climbing 
the frozen Lemonade 
Springs en route to an 
ascent of "That big Rock 
Candy Mountain"! 
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Cannon, Cathedral, 
Humphrey's and 
Whitehorse: a Rock 
Climber's Guide 

by Paul Ross and Chris El/ms 

International Mountain 
Climbing School, North 
Conway 
In the past New Hampshire 
crags have lacked a 
comprehensive guide. On 
Cathedral aid routes were 
renowned to be free, and 
Cannon was a confusing 
rock superstructure; there 
was no authoritative 
treatment of this major area. 
At long last, however, after 
three guidebooks to 
Cathedral Ledge and two to 
Cannon Mountain, a 
satisfactory guide has been 
published. Paul Ross and 
Chris Ell ms have done a 
commendable job. 
The guide has a very good 
foundation in its two 
authors. Ross grew up near 
the Lake District and 
pioneered many new routes 
there . In 1965 he and Mike 
Thompson published the 
first private (not associated 
with a club) guide in Britain, 
covering Borrowdale. Ross 
moved to the States in the 
late '60s and continued 
pioneering new routes; he 
has been the motivating 
force for over 1 00 new 
routes in NH. He has taken a 
special interest in the 
Cathedral area, and has 
written that part of the 
Guide. Chris Ell ms is an 
excellent climber who has 
several vigorous winter 
ascents on Cannon 
Mountain to his credit. 
Ross's detailed knowledge 
of his local crags and Ellm 's 
knowledge of the massive 
Cannon Cliff have produced 
a very up-to-date guide. 
While previous guides were 
outdated by the rising 
standards almost as soon as 
they were published, this 
one reflects today's 
standards and promises to 
have a long very useful life. 
The route descriptions are 
very clear and concise, and 
supplemented with excellent 
photos of the crag with line 
drawings marking the 
routes. Each section of the 
cliff is neatly dealt with, and 
starts are easy to find. The 
guide uses the Yosemite 
decimal grading system 
(5.0 - 5.1 2 open-ended), 

Above: Bridge of Khazad-Dum, Cathedral. Photo: Ed Webster. 

which is the most popular in 
the States. In addition, 
recommended routes are 
marked with asterisk and 
winter ascents with a "W" 
next to the route name. 
Routes that develop into 
especially good winter 
routes are noted in the 
description. 
There is one quirk in the 
rating system, and that's the 
aid ascent vs the 5.11 free 

ascent. For example, Women 
in Love is written up three 
times: as originally done (5.7 
A2), as a free ascent (5 .11) 
and as the very demanding 
5.11 direct start in Wild 
Women. Many other guide 
writers would delete the aid 
description in favour of the 
free ascent . Since the route 
may be easily aided all-nut, 
there is no reason why this 
should be frowned upon. 

While writing up the route 
three times may seem silly, it 
does increase the numbers 
of climbers who can enjoy 
the route. While the aid 
ascent lowers the standard 
of the climb, the free ascent 
of Wild Women raises the 
standard to those who 
aspire to it. So pick your 
own level - it's 
unconventional, but I believe 
it's an honest and fair 
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approach. 
Ross also adds selected ice 
climbs to the guide. There 
are no route descriptions, 
only lines drawn on photos. 
Ross uses the New England 
ice classification system 
(based on a grade of 1 to 5) 
to rate the ice routes. For the 
areas it deals with 
(Frankenstein, Willard, and 
Huntington's) the routes are 
very up-to-date. Though it 
doesn't replace the local ice 
guide, it does offer valuable 
information and gets more 
mileage out of the guide. All 
that is bound up into a 
hardcover book that will 
stand abuse. The guide 
features excellent photos of 
the climbing itself, and 
Ross's humour gleams 
through the writing, which 
makes it very readable . 
Henry Barber has mentioned 
that Cathedral is one of his 
favourite climbing areas. 
He's right - it's a superb 
area that deserved a quality 
guide. Though other writers 
have approached the quality 
of this guidebook, Ross and 
Ellms have set a high 
standard which will become 
the format for future 
volumes. 

Kim Smith 

The Mountains of 
Canada 

by Randy Morse 

Hurtig (Edmonton), 
$29.95 

This is a fine book for anyone 
with an interest in mountains 
- photographer, climber or 
rambler. 
It may serve to introduce to 
the world the true wealth of 
the Canadian mountains. 
One feels proud to know that 
these unspoilt regions are 
pirmarily in national parks 
and that they will be 
preserved for future 
generations of mountain 
lovers. 
Mr Morse has selected 1 00 
superb photographs by 
some of Canada's finest 
amateur mountain 
photographers. They show 
the magnificence and beauty 
of the St. Elias Range, the 
Rockies, the Interior Ranges, 
the Coast Range, the Logan 
Mountains, Baffin Island and 
other ranges that I had not 
even heard of. Even the much 
celebrated peaks are seen 
from refreshing angles. 
Those of a liberal bent of 
mind will appreciate the 
many quotations that 
accompany these pictures. 
Poets, painters, hard-core 
climbers, explorers, alpine 
clubbers, jaded housewives 
and politicians all contribute 
their perspectives on the 
mountains in many-faceted 
pageant . 
Mr Morse himself writes well 
of the mountains he 
presents. Each photo is 
accompanied by a short 
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Above: The crux of Half Sheet, Polldubh. Photo: Klaus Schwartz 

piece telling a story about 
the mountain and adding 
another dimension to the 
pictures. 
On the negative side, I felt 
that Mr. Morse was perhaps 
extending himself a bit by 
making assertions as: 

The first ascent of Mount 
Logan ... must rank as a 
feat ... on a par with 
Hermann Buhl's incredible 
solo climb of Nanga 
Parbat. 

This is indeed saying a great 
deal. Or : 

... the telltale whine of a 
falling rock - the most 
terrifying note on the 
alpine scale as far as 
climbers are concerned. 

I could imagine several other 
sounds I would less like to 
hear. 
The final story, describing 
Toni Kurz's heartbreaking 
death, is simply in poor taste 
and has no place in a book 
like this. 
Some technical mistakes are 
in evidence, such as 
mislabelling of the peaks on 
page 91. My copy also 
sported some printing 
defects, unacceptable in a 
30-dollar coffee table book. 
On the whole the book is 
well done, though, and the 
photographic reproduction 
seems excellent considering 
that 35mm transparencies 
were used exclusively. 
For those climbers around 
the world who are looking 
for something refreshing, 
adventurous and unspoilt in 
their mountaineering, I 
highly recommend the book, 
which is really to say that I 
highly recommend these 
mountains - the mountains 
of Canada. 
Chic Scott 

Rock Climbs in Glen 
Nevis - Polldubh and 
other crags 

by Klaus Schwartz 

Nevisprint, £2.1 5 

This guide is an updated 
version of the 1970 guide, 
with additional descriptions 
of some more remote crags. 
With its publication, the 
backwaters of Nevis are 
kicked belatedly into the 
'70s . 
The new guide follows the 
modern trend by being much 
thinner than its predecessor, 
and indeed at first glance it 
seems a bad buy. It has lost 
its stout plastic cover and 
trebled in price, and 
Polldubh proper appears to 
have lost a route, there being 
175 routes numbered in the 
old guide and only 174 in 
the new. 
In fact the new sewn binding 
is superior to the old, and I 
hope the pages will no 
longer drop out in handfuls. 
The apparent loss of route 
disguises the addition of 
about 60 new ones; this has 
been achieved by describing 
some of the close-packed 
routes as variations on the 
main lines. 
The Polldubh crags appear 
scrappy and chaotic from 
the road, and their order of 
description presents a real 
problem. This is solved 
neatly by the use of a sketch 
of the hillside inside the 
front cover, and by 
describing the named crags 
in alphabetical order. The 
additional crags away from 
Polldubh proper are included 
separately, but further 
diagrams are provided to 

assist in their location. 
Several rogue gradings have 
been corrected (notably the 
diagonal crack on Scimitar), 
but the real innovation in 
grading is the introduction 
of the HVS and XS grades, 
along with technical grades. 
No explanation of technical 
grades is given in the 
introduction, and their use is 
confined to routes of VS and 
above. As a result, that 
constant source of argument 
and amusement, the graded 
list, has sadly been omitted. 
Several former aid routes 
have been freed and now 
merit XS. Is it a reflection on 
the modern generation that 
four out of the five XS routes 
in the guide are on the two 
crags nearest the road? 
There must still be scope for 
the powder puff kids on the 
more remote crags. In the 
meantime we have been 
spared the E grades - when 
is someone in Britain going 
to be brave enough to go for 
the simplicity of the 
Australian system? 
Most of the new grades 
seem about right. Steerpike 
on Buzzard Crag should be 
HVS - an original misprint 
has been reprinted here. A 
star system to denote quality 
complements the new 
grades. 
The crag diagrams are 
delightfully simple and 
effective and have been 
pruned and revised. Many 
crags now sprout more 
lollipop trees than before -
nature must be fighting back 
in the glen! 
The additional crags give a 
more complete picture of 
rockclimbing possibilities in 
the glen. However, it is a pity 
that long gully climbs such 



as Achintee Gully and 
Surgeon's Gully are omitted. 
The latter is supposedly the 
longest of its kind in Britain, 
and still awaiting a complete 
ascent; maybe its winter 
possibilities are more 
attractive these days. 
Since space is clearly at a 
premium in this guide, it is 
unfortunate that the 
alphabetical index with first 
ascent details sprawls itself 
over so many pages. 
A mention could also have 
been made of the midges, 
clegs and ticks which make 
climbing a misery in these 
parts on warm summer 
evenings! 
But these are minor 
criticisms. Altogether, a 
professional and very 
welcome revision. 
Noel Williams 

Froggatt Area 

edited by Dave Gregory 

BM C, £3.25 
This is a good guide in that it 
at last exists, that it 
describes clearly the various 
edges and quarries, routes 
and variations, and that 
generally, in the eyes of the 
climbing masses, it does 
what a guidebook is 
supposed to do. But it 
highlights a serious problem 
of its producers, the Peak 
Committee of the BMC: they 
have not progressed. 
As it is, their task is made 
even more difficult by the 
exceptional burden they 
have to carry, a huge black 
shadow haunting their every 
effort: Paul Nunn. Not the 
man, but his book Rock 
Climbing in the Peak District 
- which, although extremely 
selective, represents a far 
better alternative for the 
casual visitor, and in terms 
of value for money and ready 
availability, than buying the 
nine or so area guides, as 

when and if they appear, in 
the definitive series. 
Of course Nunn will always 
be there, and obivously there 
is no sweeping antidote, but 
it was hoped that some 
headway would have been 
made. In a year when the 
Climbers' Club can 
successfully merge the 
entire Llanberis Pass, and 
when guides in general are 
accepted for their modern 
terse style, the Froggatt 
volume looks 
disappointingly antique. 
The gradings - which editor 
Dave Gregory persisted in 
maintaining despite the 
pleading of many, including 
those fieldworkers who 
wrote the individual crag 
sections - are confused. At 
least Bancroft's Recent 
Developments with its 
cocksure undergrading was 
consistent; this guide only 
adds more to the chaos by 
its bewildering fluctuations. 
An example of this is the 
curious promotion of 
Brown's Eliminate to XS( - ). 
which completely devalues 
the status of the modern 
Extremes. These are now 
confined to an all-embracing 
XS grade, while the concept 
of XS(+) is obviously far 
too progressive for 
Gregory's staid ideas; there 
is only one XS(+). and that 
is ludicrously overgraded. 
This may all sound 
insignificant and bitter when 
the end result, an available 
guidebook for the now 
contented masses, is 
glanced at, but it is not 
meant that way. It is not an 
enviable task to be 
responsible for assessing a 
complex variety of routes 
and for presenting them in 
such a way that everybody is 
happy. 
But the object of any 
committee is that a selection 
of people collaborate to 
spread the burden. It was 

LETTERS 
Expedition casualties: 
the dangers of haste 

from Mike Ball, FRCS 

Dear Sir, 
As an eye witness of lbanez's 
death, I feel I should point 
out two errors in the 
Dyhrenfurth's account of the 
1954 Argentine Dhaulagiri 
expedition (Mountain 63). I 
write with my diary for the 
time open beside me. 
The first error is relatively 

minor. Ibanez had no 
frostbite in the fingers, and 
did not lose any. 
The second is the false 
impression given that the 
management of his case 
failed only because the 
environment was too hostile. 
In fact Ruiz, the doctor, had 
a very rough time. Not only 
did seven of the party, 
including himself, have mild 
frostbite, but one of the 
Sherpas had a fall, 
fracturing two ribs and being 

undoubtedly within 
Gregory's power to veto the 
initial suggestions and 
eventual demands of the 
fieldworkers and interested 
climbers, all of whom by 
their very ability were able to 
supply a modern 
counterpoint to Gregory's 
conservative strugglings -
but it is to our cost that he 
did, and under his continued 
dictatorship things do not 
augur well for the future. 
John Stevenson 

El Capitan 

a film by Fred Padula 

1978 
While mountains and cliff 
faces elsewhere have 
received their 
cinematographic due. El Cap 
has somehow happily been 
spared, until now. A bomb of 
a film. seven years in the 
hapless making, starring 
three self-conscious 
climbers and their discreet 
photographer Glen Denny, El 
Capitan makes a lot of 
useless noise. It illustrates 
how to smash pitons 
endlessly into rock better left 
unmolested - as everyone 
should know by now - and 
tries feebly to suggest some 
surrealistic quality to 
climbing. The "statement" is 
a bore, the whole enterprise 
pretentious and terribly 
disappointing . The fault is 
unquestionably Padula's. 
From beginning to 
interminable end we are left 
dangling while rude 
expletives suffice for 
dialogue. The mythic 
wounds, elklock, burps, piss 
and general incoherence are 
supposed to immerse us in a 
parable, perceived as 
somehow stirring. 
But the footage is 
remarkably uniform. The 
occasional panoramic sweep 
fails to reveal El Cap's 

concussed. This may have 
influenced his decision to 
start for the valley as soon as 
Ibanez reached Base Camp. 
After a few days.Ibanez 
developed pneumonia, but 
the journey continued. On 
arrival at Pokhara, Ibanez 
was given a general 
anaesthetic (pneumonia and 
all) and his left forefoot was 
amputated as well as the 
right toes. The very next day 
he was flown to Kathmandu 
where he died, on June 30 at 

hallucinatory salience. We 
are never given a full 
breasted view of the 
monolith and the uninformed 
accordingly gleans no true 
sense of El Capitan's 
grandeur. There is the trying 
effort after effort to be 
clever: appetising 
picturesque is juxtaposed 
with the grnvelling human 
component to document, in 
homage to its own futility, 
two distinct types of 
wildness - that of the wall, 
and that of the climbers. 
A warm summer night 
catches them mid-pitch. 
Chaos ensues, larded with 
grunts, inaudible puns, and 
six minutes of near
blackness on the screen. It is 
the zenith of some purpose
lessness, to correlate 
abstract space with the 
sublime. But the tedium of 
imagery, the lack of 
direction, the muffled cries 
of climbers syncopated to 
the flash of ironmongery, all 
contributes to one ignobile 
fake. 
El Capitan is sacrificed to the 
idiocy of this venture. The 
cliffs inherent beauty is 
marred by the editor's own 
immaturity as he struggles 
on to bind thematically this 
hodge-podge, Denny's 
occasional waterfalls, richly 
illuminated, and Toshiro 
Mayuzumi's Mandala 
Symphony save the film 
from complete ruin . 
In the end, a watermelon is 
chopped open as if to 
simulate some deep cultural 
message. Blood-like juice 
flows as the summit orgy 
gets under way. the cliff and 
the climb are resubmerged 
in indecisive dream while 
ludicrously bungled images 
are flooded backwards and 
belaboured, meaninglessly, 
in search of an ending. It is 
meant, I suppose to be a 
manifesto. Instead, it is tripe, 
and 60 minutes too long. 
Michael Tobias 

about 4.30 pm. Amazingly, 
the doctor was still trying to 
fly him on to Delhi. 
In fact, the correct thing to 
do was to rest Ibanez at Base 
Camp for a week to 10 days, 
after which he would 
probably have been as fit as 
the rest of the party. 
Certainly he should not have 
been moved once he 
developed pneumonia; 
should not have had a 
general anaesthetic until the 
pneumonia had resolved; 
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should not have been moved we enjoy in mountains or in Broken glass, plastic, and None can deny the extensive 
the day after the the open sea. But we've much more of a sad array. evidence. The American 
anaesthetic . decided that we want mass We skied on ahd had a fine Alpine Club may pay lip 
Even in those days military motoring, and the price we adventure indeed. All the service to garbage, but it 
experience had shown the pay for this doubtful common things : headwall, accepts the practice and 
dangers of moving privilege is a multiplicity of ridge, avalanches, winds, even adulates the efforts of 
casualties too soon. On our rules and certificates of clouds, rime ice, blue ice, the big boys. It is an 
expedition (NZAC) to the elementary competence to cornices, flutes, excellent organisation for 
Ba run Valley that year one minimise the chaos and frontpointing, rappels, etc. the modern industrial-
man, Jim McFarlane, spent a carnage. We returned, and these minded status-seeker, but it 
night in a crevasse after Vanity, Walter Mittyism and fellow-climbers were back at relates poorly to the climber 
falling in. He had idleness are the chief their base camp. They made who seeks in the mountains 
concussion, a back injury reasons why people won't us hot coffee. We that which is there. 
and, by the following wear safety belts and crash exchanged friendly The history of man reveals 
morning, frostbite of both helmets - and that, conversation. They flipped his continuing disregard for 
hands and both feet. unfortunately, makes their cigarette butts about as the whereabouts of his 
We moved him down to governments intervene. though they were in garbage heaps. The 
Base Camp in four stages, all Ed Hart's insurance downtown Megalopolis. mountains are filling with 
short, mainly because of the proposals might help, but I The people were Japanese. the population/status/ 
strenuous nature of the doubt if the actuaries would They were individuals who money growth. If mountain 
journey. He was grossly play. What we must have been written up in the climbers are no different 
confused and indeed concentrate on, in thinking AAJ. You will probably be from the common man, time 
incontinent on one occasion about people in the wild able to read of them there will fill the mountains with 
during this journey. After a areas, is not only to keep again. They are great garbage. This may not be the 
good fortnight's rest at Base back the bureaucratic tide in mountain climbers with time to admit you are a 
Camp he was as fit as the all its forms, but to cultivate concerns more important mountain climber. 
rest of the party when we more widely the responsible, than the expedition garbage. Yours, 
moved out, and stood the non-competitive attitude We began our long ski out. Joe St Rag man (Kimsham, 
carry to India well. and the broadly-based We picked up bits of paper Alaska) 
His subsequent surgery all competence on which and cardboard here and 
took place in New Zealand. freedom depends. Not easy; there. 
He needed bilateral forefoot but that is where the I did poorly in my English Checking on the Czechs 
amputations, amputations of problem lies. classes. I cannot relate to 
both little fingers and Yours, you the beauty of this from Anders Lundahl 
operations to fix the Robin Hodkin (Falmouth) narrow glacier walled with 
remaining fingers due to towering granite and slate Dear Sirs, 
destruction of tendons. His and hanging ice. It is Once again I want to criticise 
thumbs were not injured. awesome, and was rare in its the "determined" Czech 
lbafiez's treatment failed They came, they saw, crystal aura. climbers. This summer Eva 
because of a they consumed Downglacier, only a mile, we Selin and I did an ascent of 
misunderstanding of his came upon a cardboard box, Trollryggen East Pillar in 
basic need to recover from from Joe St Ragman adjacent plastic bag, nearby Romsdalen. After passing 
the effects of exposure paper sack, assorted tin cans the "inverted V", we went a 
before he was moved. My Dear Sir, and other garbage. And little bit too high and too 
main purpose in writing is to You have heard this of the there was the epitome of much to the left. There we 
correct the impression that Alps, and of the Himalaya, modern man, the highest found old junk from, I'm 
frostbitten patients should and of the National Parks, symbol of his wilderness sure, the Czechs: wires and 
be rushed to civilisation and other places. These accomplishments. The ropes, some sort of hauling 
under all circumstances. places are big, government- American beer can; the machine, etc. That kind of 
Only if a helicopter is owned, and big business- empty. stuff is not the same as 
available can this be done. owned. They are hard to Somewhere about there "clean independent 
Finally, there is no advantage identify with. They have long were also seven glass jars. climbing", according to me 
to be gained from early since been overwhelmed by Here I have to admit and other Scandinavian 
amputation if sepsis can be the mass of general climbing knowing something of this climbers. 
avoided, as it usually can. population. It is evident. garbage. It was not of the The things we saw must be 
To sum up: get the victim to I speak of another place, a Japanese. It was of local "pollution" from their winter 
safety, wait till he's remote spot, a narrow arm of climbers, the people who climbs in the area in 1974, 
recovered from exposure a small glacier, out in what live closest to these when a new route was made 
and is fit, and then move on. are still free mountains; mountains. One among them to the left of the East Pillar. 
Yours, home, perhaps. But already you have read of in the AAJ. Yours, 
Mike Ball (doctor to NZAC this spot has been used by He aspires to greatness. He Anders Lundahl (Stockholm) 
Himalayan Expedition, the ego/money seekers. It is already becoming too 
1954) has made the AAJ. Some important to see in the Vote of thanks 

"great" climbers have sold mountains anything beyond 
its picture to an equipment his vehicle for national from Hans Christian Doseth 

Put on your crash hat, catalogue. It is on the verge recognition. Too important 
keep out a brasshat of popularisation. And it to be concerned with Dear Sir, 

became evident . garbage. I would like to thank the 
from Robin Hodgkin We two were on an I cannot relate the aura of British Mountaineering 

adventure. We flew in with beauty this place had so Council for inviting 
Dear Sir, the few scarce dollars of recently held. Norwegian climbers to visit 
A pity about Ed Hart and the climbing bums. With mild And we skied out, down Britain. Under Dennis Gray's 
officious rangers in the dismay we noted a party of beyond the cracks, away guidance we were shown 
Rocky Mountain National eight in this same place. But from the mountain climber's many of your popular crags 
Park. His plea for being left they were fellow-climbers, domain, away from the in the Yorkshire, Derbyshire 
alone in the wilderness is good men; or such one garbage. Days gliding down and Lakes area. We enjoyed 
powerful, though even so, would think in days before. glacier. Some good weed the climbing and the stay 
one wonders what rangers They were up on the cooked up with chocolate very much . During the ten 
should do with misguided mountain. We skied past pudding and melted days from September 16 to 
lemmings or suspected their base camp. They had Cadbury bars. Delayed by September 26 we got in 
suicides. there the most amazing clear skies, warm sun, calm good contact with our 
But he weakens his case for array of whisky, fine French weather, majestic views. An English and Swedish friends. 
maximum freedom in the bread, fresh vegetables and adventure with many good, Thank you for ten fine days! 
mountains by extending whatnot a climbing bum has but some mixed, vibrations . Yours, 
"wilderness ethics" to the ever seen. You might I have referred to the AAJ Hans Christian Doseth 
crowded urban world. When suspect we were snooping in with no complimentary (Andalsnes) .A. 
cars were few and roads their cache. Not so; we were conotations. I may be 
were open the rules could be standing looking at their justified. The big boys in the 
minimal, and motoring, I garbage heap, dumped in a climbing world deserve their 
guess, had a touch of what shallow hole in the snow. reputation as trash slobs. 
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THEY ARE 
HERE! 

GENUINE 

TWO PIECE SIT HARNESSES 

Recognising good design, but not wishing 
to copy, Troll have been working closely 
over the past twelve months with Forrest 
Mountaineering of the USA to produce 
their sit harness under licence in the UK. 
The expertise and reputation of both 
Britain 's and America 's leading harness 
manufacturers are combined in this 
harness; what more need we say. If you 
would like to know more call at your retailer 
or write for a leaflet to 

troll SAFETY EQUIPMENT LTD. 
SPRING MILL, UPPERMILL, OLDHAM 

New From Chouinard 

Hinged Crampon~ 
Unlike any other hinged crampon, these ore 
fully odJustoble 1n length and 1n toe. heel 
and instep width See them now ot your 
Chouinard dealer. or send Sl for our moil 
order cotolog to 

THE GREAT PACIFIC IRON WORKS 
p . o box 150, ventura, ca 930 01 

Go 
anywhere 

gear 
We stock possibly the widest range of high quality 
equipment for climbers in Britain at extremely 
competitive prices. 

Famous brands we stock include: 

Ace, Atkinsons, Beaufort, 
Belstaff, Berghaus, Blacks, 
Boylan, Bukta, Bulldog, 
Camp Trails, Caravan, 
Chouinard, Clog, 
Dachstein , Daimor, Edelrid, 
Edelweiss, Galibier, G. & H., 
Grenfell, Hawkins, Helly 
Hansen, Henry Lloyd, Hiatt, 
Howarth, lntera\p, Janus, 
Javlin, Joanny, Jumar, 
Karrimor, Mammut, Mascot, 
Millet, Moac, 

Mountain, M.S.R., North 
Cape, North Wall, Oldham, 
Optimus, Peck, P. & 0., 
Point Five, Mountain House, 
Bia Band, Raven, Rohan, 
Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Seal Fur, Sigg, Silva, 
Simond, Snowdon, Solar, 
Sprayway, Springlow, 
Sticht, Stubai, Sunto, 
Tenson, Tilley, Trangia, 
Troll, Ultimate, Vango, 
Viking, Wild Water, Wilkie , 
Yakpak. 

SPECIAL OFFER - best buy in the UK 
F & T 45m x 11 mm Kemmante Rope. Holds 6 V.I.A.A. Falls. 
Price £29.95. 

Send for our free mail order catalogue offering substantial 
reductions, or visit our shop, open Mon-Sat 9 to 5, Thurs. 
till 1 p._m. Access and Barclaycard accepted. 

EXPORT & CONTRACT 
We have a special contract department for club, 
expedition and educational orders, and for a persona' 
and direct export. 

Please send me:-

0 Further details of Field & 
Treks own label equipment and full 

catalogue . 

0 Details of Heron Optical (Our 
associate optical company.) 

D The Backpacker Gear Guide 35p. 

ADDRESS _________ _ 

Ml 
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WALKING BOOTS 
AT ALPINE SPORTS 

Treviso £29.90 
A superb single piece upper walking boot which Alpine 
Sports are able to offer at an extremely competetive 
price. The Treviso features D - ring and hook lacing, full 
grain leather uppers, Norwegian sewn welts, Vibram Gold 
Block soles, padded bellows tongues and well padded 
leather ankle cuffs. 

Bronzo £45.90 
A quality rugged walking boot featuring single piece full 
grain bronze leather uppers and well padded ankle cuffs. 
Other features include Norwegian stitched soles, double 
leather thgough - soles, three quarter wooden shank, padded 
bellows tongue, D - ring and hook lacing and Vibram soles. 

Trezeta £15.90 
A lightweight walking boot which offers excellent value. 
D - ring and hook lacing, moulded sole, 2 piece leather 
uppers, generously padded ankle cuffs and a bellows tongue. 

Monte Rocca £ 9.95 
A quality lightweight walking boot at an exceptionally low 
price. Features 2 piece leather uppers, moulded sole, and 
hook lacing. 

Trento £29.90 
A popular, robust walking boot with a bellows tongue, 
hook lacing, full grain single piece leather uppers. Blake 
sewn construction and Vibram Gold Block soles. 



E.B!s £17.95 
The world's best known rock boots at a very competetive 
price. Made by hand in France this friction boot gives 
the best combination of lateral rigidity, longitudinal flex
ibility and high sole friction. Available in continental sizes 
35 to 46. 

Alpine Sports Strone 
An excellent general purpose bag made by Mountain 
Equipment for Alpine Sports. Ripstop nylon outer 
and polyester/ cotton inner. Differential cut 
with a 9 oz. Holofil filling. Weight - 4.2 lbs. 
Length - 221 cm. Internal width - 76 cm. 
Rating - 2 / 3 Seasons. 

Our price £29.95 

Ibex Rope 
IBEX 9 mm. x 45 m, KERNMANTLE 

1:::::1 
Mountain Equipment Ltd. 

Strone with Zip 
Identical to the standard Strone but with a full 
length two - way zip. 

Our price £38.95 

A British made climbing rope which is super - soft and offers beautiful handling. 17 UIAA 
Falls held when used as a double rope. Static elongation - 7.4 %. 

Our price £25.95 Also available in 50 m. lengths. Price - £29.95 
IBEX 11 mm. x 45 m. KERNMANTLE 

A quality rope at a very reasonable price. 6 UIAA falls held. Static elongation - 7.2 %. 

Our Price £31.95 Also available in 50 m. lengths. Price - £36.50 

Apology 
In previous advertisements Alpine Sports have advertised Edelweiss 11 mm. x 45 m. rope 
at £19.95. This, unfortunately, was a printing error and should have read 9 mm. x 45 m. 
Alpine Sports would like to apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

Shops 
10 / 12 Holborn, 
London E.C.1 
Tel .01 404 5681 

138 Western Rd., 
Brighton. 
Tel. 0273 26874 

• 

Mail Orde·r 
All mail orders should be sent to our Holborn address with a fixed 
75p postage and packing charge. All goods will be despatched with
in 14 days (subject to availability). All cheques and postal orders 
to Alpine Sports Ltd., or if you give us the number we can charge 
your Access or Barclay card directly . 
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Buxton 
Jo Royle, 

SUPPLIERS 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C). 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 

OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT Tel. 0223.53956 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out .Camping , Mountaineering and 
Sk 1-i ng Equipment . 

The Climbing Shop. 
Tel. 06904.205 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C. T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty ., ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47 :8949. (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 . 
Tel. 476.3242·. (C) . 
N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment, 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432 
N.S.W : Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 . (C) (S) . 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. ,Ltd ., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454 . 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
224 Barry Parade 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. 07 .52 .8804 or 52.8894 . 
Tasmania : Hobart 
Outdoor Equipment, 
212 Liverpool Street, 7000. 
Tel. 002.346213 (C) (M) (S) . 
Victoria : Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street , 3000. 
Tel. 67 .8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty., ltd ., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67 .3354 . (C) (M) (S) . 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty ., ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. 67.4845 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
200 Madras Street, 
Tel : 67-148 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W.,41. 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S) . 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
(Mounta ineering Division of 
'The Action Corporation') 
402 Li Po Chun Chamber, 
Des Vouex Road Central, 
Tel:· 5-435063 
Mail: Tsat Tsz Mui 
Post Office, Box No. 73 
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UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street . (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0224 .26952. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S) . 
Tel. Aviemore 629 
Aviemore 
Nevisport, 
43 Grampian Road . (M). 
Tel. 0479.81208 

Mountain Centre. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 06904.232 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370 
Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays, 
Tel: 0222.28892 
Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear 
148 Ninian Park Road, 
Tel. 0222.390531 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 

Belfast Tel. 0228.30239 
Jackson Sports, Chester 
The Outdoor Centre, 70 High St. Ellis Brigham 
Tel: 0232-38572 7 Northgate Street. 
Bethesda Tel. 0244 318311 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248 .600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Oueensway,4. 
Tel. 021.236 .6816. (S). 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A . Shop. (S) . 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643.5180 
Birmingham 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, (C) . 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road . Tel.021.454.8771 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S) . 
Tel. 0204.25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, Manchester Rd .5 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138 Western Road . (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 02n.311157 
Bristol 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0272.23166 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Chesterfield 
The Adventure Centre, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate, 
Tel. 0246.38660 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry), 
60 Crescent Avenue, 
Stoke. 
Tel. 0203.441241 
Derbyshire/Hope 
Magic Mountain, 
93 Castleton Road. 
Tel. 0433.20516 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245 
Derby 
Outdoor Shop, 
201 Normanton Rd., DE3 6US 
Tel. 0332.45204 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd ., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre. (C) (M). 
Tel. 0302.21297 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0382.24501/2 
Dundee 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
93-117 Princes Street. (C). 
Tel. 0382.43766 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
46 Dairy Road. 
Tel. 031.337.2332 
Elgin 
Bill Marshall, 
11 Commerce Street. 
Tel. 0343.44073 

ixeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181/182 Sidwell Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0392.76421 
Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245 
Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041.221.4531 /2 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Str.eet. (M). 
Tel. 041.332.4814 
Glasgow 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel. 041 .221.4007 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550:9748 
Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd ., 
28 John William Street. (C) (M) . 
Tel. 0484 .23165 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061 .368.1558 
Inverness 
Clive Rowland , 
60 Academy Street, 
Tel. 0463.38746 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C) . 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524 .66610 
Leeds 
Centre sport , 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024 
Leeds 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
21 /22 Grand Arcade. (C) . 
Tel. 0532.458634 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Ro.ad. (S). 
Tel. 0533.25235 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051.709.6912 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43 Harrington Street,2. 
Tel. 051.236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1 
Tel. 01.723.5252 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1 
Tel. 01.404.5681 

London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel; 01 405,4426 
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London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
53-54 Rathbone Place, W.1. 
Tel. 01 .636.6645. (C) . 
London 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
14 Sout~ampton Street 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836.8541/7 
Luton 
Out & About, 
20 Stuart Street. 
Tel. 0582.38952 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.) , 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 . (C)(M)(S) . 
Manchester, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road . 
Tel. 061 .928 .6613 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co ., 
15 Station Road. (C). 
Tel. 061 .748 .6408 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119 
Manchester 
Blacks Camping & Leisure 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629 .3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D . Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0632.23561 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632.24941 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Tne Four Seasons, 
115-117 Northumberland St. 
Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
15 Westlegate. 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0602 .4 7230 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110 
Penrith 
lake Mountain Sports, 
Middlegate. 
Tel. 0768.4505 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The Tricorn. Tel. 0705.29410 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd . 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street, 
Tel : 0706. 525196. 
Rotherham 
The Adventure Centre, 
The Guard ian Centre, 
Tel: 0709 68660 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742 . 27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wells, Somerset 
Rock sport, 
Bus Station, Wells . 
Tel. 0749.73054 
Winaermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
2 Victoria Street . 
Tel. 09662.4876 
York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate 
Tel. 0904.53567 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 117 
Oslo 
Sport Co . A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt.6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 
Dolfisport, 
Snemandsvej la, 2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 02.94.87 .94 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 

Alaska: Talkeetna 
Alaska Mountain Company, 
Talkeetna 99676. 
Tel. 907.733.2306 (C) (M) 
Arizona: Tempe 
Roadrunner Climbing and 
Touring Society, 
1825 N. Scottsdale Rd . 85281 
Tel. 602.949.5082. (C) 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave. , 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371. (C) (S) . 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849 .0735 
California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel: 408-374-5205 (C) (M) (S) 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S) . 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd ., 91201 . 
Tel. 213.247 .3110. (C)(M)(S) . 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard,91011. 
Tel. 21.3.790.2717 . (C) (S) . 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd ., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M)(S). 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529 .6917. (C) (S) . 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 
443 12th Street, 92101 . 
Tel. 714 .232.2167 . (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvarado Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401 . 
Tel. 805.541 .1533. (C) (M)(S). 
California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714 .982 .7408. (C) (M) (S). 
California : Ventura 
The Great Pacitic Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering 
2020 30th Street, 80301 
Tel. 303 442 8355 (C) (M) (S) 
Colorado: Colorado Springs 
The Cobbler, 
10 South 25th Street, 80904. 
Tel. 303.475.7626 
Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd ., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202 
Tel. 303.433. 6419 

Alaska Mountaineering Colorado: Durango 
and Hiking, Pineneedle Mountaineering 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 835 Main Ave ., Suite 211, 81301 
Tel. 907. .272.1811. (C) (M) (S). Tel. 303 247 8728 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106). 80517 . 
Tel. 303.586.5391 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M) . 
Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, · 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220. (C) (M) (S). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S) . 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832. (C)(M)(S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain SPorts 
1041, Commonwealth Avenue, 
Tel. 617 .254 .4250. (C) (M) (Sl. 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Avenue South, 55454. 
Tel. 612.339.3433. (C) (M) (S). 
Michigan: East Lansing 
Great Lakes Mountain Supply, 
541 East Grand River Ave., 
48823. 
Tel. 517.351 .2060 

Montana: Hamilton 
Expeditions International 
215 Main St. (Box 1040), 59840. 
Tel. 406.363.3440.·(C) (S). 
Nevada: Reno 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
120, Woodland, 89523 
N.H .: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Rossi, 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356 .5287 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607 .272.6868. (C) (M)(S) . 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311 . (S). 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East. 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C)(M)(S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
880 W. Lancaster Avenue, 19010. 
Tel. 215.527.3616 
Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701. 
Tel. 717.326.6537. (C) (M){S). 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536 
Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co ., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101 . (C)(M)(S). 
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Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
501 E. Pine Street, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.0501.(C) (S). 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Sergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509. 328. 5020. (C) (M) (S) . 
Washington: Wenatchee 
Asplund's Ski Touring 
1544 N.Wenatchee Ave., 98801. 
Tel. 509.662.6539. (C) (M) (S). 

PERU ... 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C)(M)(S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H.H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 
Wisconsin:· Madison 
H.H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C)(M)(S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S) (C). 

.& 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO CLIMB IN 
THE PERUVIAN ANDES 

WITH ALAN ROUSE 

For Details write to:-
ALAN ROUSE (HOLIDAYS) 
8 Guest Road, Sheffield 11, England. 

DON'T THROW THEM AWAY 
Your back issues of Mountain are wanted. Will pay premium price. 

Also will swap or sell some extras. as available. 
Bruce Beck, 4025 State St. No. Sy, Santa Barbara, Ca. 93110 USA .• 

Send for course details to: 
CLUB VAGABOND, 
1854 Leysin, Switzerland. 

"'f Director: 
11· Peter Boardman. 

INTERNATIONAi SCHOOi Of MOUNTAINEERING 

ALPINE COURSE 
in the Dauphine. 
July 4th-20th. £180 inclusive+ £70 travel (or make own travel 
arrangements) . 

Bowles Outdoor Pursuits Centre (Y), Eridge, Tunbridge Wells. 

Mountain Ventures make 
ZERMATT, CHAMONIX 
& GRINDELWALD 
the centres for their 
Alpine Walking Holidays 
Mountaineering Courses 
Guided Alpine Climbing 
Alpine Mountain Ventures 'Ill. 
Training Course Brecon House Greenhill Rd 
in Wales Liverpool L187HQ UK 
Easter 1979 Tel: 051-724 2732 

Good Gear at reasonable 
prices and great advice 

Peak National Park 
Study Centre 
LOSEHILL HALL 

Some of our courses in 1979 which are of interest to Ramblers. 

January 26-28 
March 2-4 
April 13-16 
May 4-6 
May 11-13 & 18-20 

Winter Landscapes 
Mines of the Peak 
Rambling at Easter 
Landscape Photography 
Birds of the Peak 

We also run a wide range of special interest and rambling holidays 
during July and August. 

Further details from : - Peter Townsend, Principal, Peak National Park 
Study Centre, Losehill Hall, Castle}on, Derbyshire, S30 2WB. 
Please enclose a SAE . 

• FAMOUS BRAND POLARGUARD EXPEDmON DUVETS - :~=/~=t'- PRICE OF us $ 39.90 EACH P&P l<CWIJEO 

SIZE : XS,S MAND L 
COlCll..ff · BLUE.GREEN & RUST 
DETAILS SUPPLY ON REQUEST 
WRrrE ro HONG KONG MOUNTAIN SERVICES 

TSAT TSZ MUI POST OFFICE BOX 73 HONG KONG 
SPECIFY YOUR CHEST SIZE & COl.OUR CHOICE 

• SHIP IMMEDIATELY EX-STOCK• 

Swiss Mountaineering School 
ALPINE SPORTSCHULE GOTTHARD, CH-6490 ANDERMATT 

Tel. 01041 /44/6 77 33 
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Ski-Touring - Instruction Courses - Spring Climbing - Kayak Courses 
Instruction on rock and ice for beginners and experienced climbers 

Touring weeks - Private Tours - Survival Course 
Expeditions. Please ask for our Spring and Summer Programmes. 



Barclaycard and 
Access accepted . 

We supply 
THE gear eg. 

*BOOTS - Galibier Super Guide Scarpa Comici. 
*MOUNTAIN JACKETS - Henri Lloyd Glencoe, 

Berghaus Thor. 
*CRASH HATS - J.B. Super. 
*ROPES - Edelrid , Mammut, Joanny, El ite. 
*RUCKSACKS - Berghaus Cyclops Range 
+ thousands more items all backed by a first class service, 
return of post mail order and the accepted LD reliability. 

Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET, 

-- NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Tel: 23561 

TopTcnt, 
Tents for Mountain, Moorland and Meadow. 

Our tents have proved rugged in all weather 
conditions and offer the Mountaineer, 
Backpacker and Hillwalker the best possible 
protection and comfort. There is a choice 
of nine models, please write for catalogue to :-

ROBERT 
SAUNDERS 
(Chigwell) limited. 
Five Oaks Lane, CHIGWELL, 
ESSEX, England. 

People who know go 
forTOG24 THE NEW CONCEPT IN 

THERMAL CLOTHING 
Tog 24, the best and warmest polar wear we have ever 
worn and very well designed. We wore it up to 23000 leet 
with no other gear needed. One outstanding point was that 
it did not pill 

Mo Anthome, Leader of the Gasherbrum IV Expedition 1978 

Tog 24 were certainly the warmest and hardiest polar jackets we 
have ever used on a mountain . They didn't pill even after a great 
deal of extremely rough use. 

Jacky Antoine, Leader British WJmens Himalayan Expedition 1978 

All the expedition wore Tog 24 and found them very warm. We found 
that they did not pill and it is the best mountain jacket we have ever 
worn. Norman Croucher - Peruvian Andes Expedition 1978 

They are the best pile garments we have ever used and one 
thing - they did not pill . 

Skipper Robertson :S Golly, Round Britain Yacht Race 

is marketed by 
TEXTRAL MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD .. 

Unit 171. Walter Summit. Bamber Bridge, Preston. 
Tel: Preston (0772) 311787. Telex: 677 259 
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new: tl,e number 

Friend 
for cracks 2·4 to 4 inches 

available in climbing stores 
accross the USA & world-wide 

WILD c.ounTRY 
Town Head Works Eyam Sheffield 

23,000 ft.u12 
Chris Barrington 
on the Bel.staff 
Testing Ground. 
The Results 
Re-styled hood -
closer fitting 
for greater protection. 

Extra length zips at 
ankles. 

Two-way zips fitted 
in all jackets. 

Materials made to 
Belstaff's rigid 
specifications 
P.U. Nylon, Gore-Tex, 
Neoprene Coated Nylon, 
Waxproofed Cotton. 

Spacious pockets 
with foul weather 
flaps. 

Zip fly in 
overtrousers. 

Chris Bonington 
Design Approved 
garments. 

See them at your 
dealers today -
they're made and 
tested by a great 
team - Belstaff 
and Bonington . Tasman Scafell 

r ----------------, Please send me your full colour brochure of weatherproofs and 
accessories for the Great Outdoors. I 

I Name I 
I Address I 

: --_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_- I 

: I Belstaff : 
I Send to : Belstaff International Limited I 
LCaroline Street, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs ST3 1 DD _J -----------------

Printed in England by Loxley Brothers Limited, Sheffield and London 



Tested in the most extreme 
conditions, the Alpinist Series is a 

combination of the newest develop
ments in design, materials and style. 

OJ course, the Alpinist Series is a 
limited edition line designed and 

constructed to Jill the demanding 
needs of the extreme grade 

mountaineer. 

See jor yourself at your local 
Wilderness Experience Dealer. 

For more information write to: 

Wilderness Experience 
20120 Plummer Street 

Chatsworth, CA. 91311 • USA 

I 
I 

I 
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