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Camptrails FRENEY is a specialist climbing 

sack, designed to the demanding requirements of the 
alpinist. There are no frills or gimmicks here,just 
strength, lightness and, of course, Camptrails 
professional good looks. FRENEY has the ideal shape. 
and the capacity needed for handling on difficult routes. 

Camptrails packs are designed by mountaineers for 
mountaineers and FRENEY is an extendible sack with 
fully adjustable lid and pocket, the extension •being big 
enough for use in emergency bivouacs. The tapered 
shoulder straps, canvas back and removable waist belt 
ensure complete ease and comfort in the most difffcult 
conditions and the tough Cordura is not only fully water 
proof but is one of the most abrasion resistant materials 
in use anywhere. Double ice axe and.crampon patch 
are also incorporated. FRENEY is a pack in the best 
Camptrails tradition, tough, light, handsome as they come. 

On steep mountain pitches or on gentle cross-country 
treks, Camptrails packs give total reliability.They're made 
for experienced climbers and they're made to last. If you 
are going to take up the challenge of the great outdoors 
take it up with Camptrails and you'll know for .certain 
you've got the finest gear going anywhere. Come and see 
all our soft and frame packs at the best climbing and 
specialist outdoor shops. 

~ I AMPTRAILS
GREAT OUTDOORS 

Camptrails International, Waterford Industrial Estate, Waterford, 
reland.Tel: (051) 32469/32716. 



• UNIQUE PROCESS 
• LAMINATED WITH 

100% DACRON. 
• DOES NOT PILL. 
• INCREASES WIND 

RESISTANCE WHILST 
NOT AFFECTING 
"WICKABILITY" 

• TRIED AND TESTED 
BY MOUNTAIN RESCUE 
TEAMS. 

• NAVY AND RED, 
PLAIN AND STRIPED . 
TRIM. 

• SIZES FOR MEN 
AND WOMEN. 
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Tents for Mountain 
Moor and Meadow 

There are nine models in our range of lightweight 
tents - offering various combinations of 

accommodation/storage space/headroom. 
With most models, the flysheet can be pitched first 

in adverse weather so that the inner tent 
can be erected, and gear stored in the dry. 

Base-Packer - Sleeps 2 (illustrated) 
Double bell-end tent, for the backpacker who needs extra 
space. (Weight : 5 lbs. 5 oz. - 2.42 kg.) 

ROBERT SAUNDERS (Chigwell) LIMITED, 
Five Oaks Road, CHIGWELL, Essex, England. 

(Send for catalogue enclosing 9p.stamp for postage) 

INSULATAWEAR 
World-wide 
protection 
and warmth 
A complete range of 
jackets, trousers, suits and 
now ice boots, available 
from all main retail outlets. 
--------------~------------, I Please send brochures showing the complete INSULATA I 
I range, recommended retail price list and name of my I 
I nearest stockist. MM8 I 
I NAME. ...................................................................... ........ ... ........ I 

I ADDRESS •••••••••• 00 •• 0000 ••••••• 00 • 00 •••• 0000 •••• 00 ••• 00 •• •••• 0000••••••• ••• ••• •• ••••••••• I 
I I 
I ··········· ············••"······· ·····················............ ........ ........ .... ........ ...... I 
f INSULATAWEAR LTD., 127 OLD ST. CLEVEDON, AVON BS21 IBW : 

L-------------------------



UPAND 
DOWN1HE 
COUN1RY. 

Look for your local 
MOAC stockist here. 
·ABERDEEN Marshall 
AI.TRINCIIAM 
Nick Escort O/D 
AMILESIOE Frank Oavtes 
ASHTON UNDER LYNE 

==~dsport 
Nevisport 
.-illlGEN.I. 
Downshire camping 
BELFAST-Sports 
IIETHESDAArvolls 
BIRMIIGHAM EigerSports 
Frank.Davies 

~~~ltd 
BUCKPDDL The Alpine Centre 
Bill.TON Alpine Sports 
8RADFORO Alan Austm 
BRENlWOOO Field& Trek 
BIUOGE OF AIM Mclarens 
BRIGHTON Alpine Sports 
BRISTOL Elis Brigham 

~ri;:~rtsH D Cocker 

t~N ca~~Ptlhes 

~~~Ellis1~ham 
Joe Brown 
r.AMBRIOGE The Outdoor Centre 
CARDIFF Outdoor Acilon 
Up and Under 
YH.A 
CHESTER A. Cheetham 

~~~~ilD 
The Mountain Shop 
COVENTRY Mountain Sports 

8:~~~1~y1arerleisure 
DUBLIN Great Outdoors 
Scout Shop 
DUNDEE OaVld Low 
EDINBURGH 
Adventur~ Equipment 
Graham Tiso 
EXffiR H.J Grey 
FAREHAM 
Continental Tent Hire 
FORT WILLIAM Ne\llsport 
GLASGOW Greeves Sports 
High Range Sports 
Nevisport 
GRASMERE Dodgson 
HALESOWEN Casac 
HANLEY Jo Royle 
HESWALL C.C C 
HUDDERSFIELD Smith Bayer 
HUU Scotts Camping 
INGLETON lnglesport 
INVERNESS 
Clive Roland 0/0 Sports 
KENDAi. Kendal Sports 
KESWICK Geo Frsher ==~~!'r:son LEEDS Centresport 
LEICESTER Roger Turner 
LIVERPOOL Don Mornson 

=ha:JoeBrown 
LONDON Alpine Sports 
Pmd1sports 
YH.A SeMCeSltd 
MANCHESTER Ellis Bngham 
YH.A SeMCeS ltd 
MACCLESFIELD Pennmecentre 
MANSAELO W. Slacl< & Sons 
NEWCASTLE ON TYNE 
LO. Mountain Centre 
Montane 
NEWTOWNARDS Base camp 
NORWICH leisure & Campmg 
NOmNGHAM A09er Turner 
OLDHAM Paul Brarthwa11e 
OXFORD Touchwood Sports 
PENRITH ~=~1i11~s~~am 
PLYMOUTH Bowdon Sports 
PONTEFRACT Crossley Torelof1 
PORTSMOllTH Salan 

="~f3:&~~~S~0rts 

=iro'li~~ Stokes 
OonMornson 
SKIPTON Dales outdoor Centre 
SOUTHAMPTON Snow Togs 
STIRLING Graham Toso 
STOCIIPORT Base camp 

fu:e~is 
Letsurellfe 
WINDERMERE The Fellsman 
WASWATER Waswater Hotel 
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The CYCLOPS ANATOMIC range of 
rucsacs is now firmly established as a 
universal favourite for ease of carrying, 
stability and comfort. 
The carefully researched design features, 
aesthetics and total adjustability make 
CYCLOPS the outstanding rucsac 
available today. 

Cyclops
forwell-adjuste<I people 
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Send for colour leaflets of the Berghaus Rucsac Range and details of your 
nearest stockists to DEPT. M. 

Every feature is designed to make life more 
comfortable for the outdoor enthusiast, 

e.g. the integral aluminium alloy frame, which 
is contoured in three dimensions to follow the 
shape of the back spreading the load through 
the pelvis . This frame can be adjusted by 
bending it into the perfect position for 
individual back shapes. 

When the top tensioning straps (1) are 
tightened they draw the top of the sac closer to 
the shoulders, which together with the padded 
straps that are easily adjusted and curve over a 
wide area of the shoulders, make for maximum 
stability. 

In CYCLOPS, the hip belt not only shares the 
weight of the load between the hips and the 
shoulders but also, because of the cut of the 
sac and the angle that tli'e hip fjns leave the sac, 
ensures that the belt hugs the hips eliminating 
chafing and discomfort. 
Together with the quick-release Bergbuckle (2), 
the whole system allows a simple, fast adjustment. 

Cyclops is even available in a range of sizes to 
fit varying back lengths! 
Rather than take our word for it we would 
rather you try on a fully loaded model at your 
nearest Cyclops retailer and see for yourself 
the advantages of these remarkable rucsacs. 

Like everyone else today you'll find yourself 
easily adjusting to them. 

lt!!,gl!,9_!! 
Tl'lcphonc: 0632 23561 



Take a new look at 
the''High Andes''range 
-andseewhatyoule 

getting into 
Comfortable polyester cotton inner. 

Hardw · 
. dotible

calendeI' 
nylonou 

Distinctive 
darkblue 
outerwith 
pale blue 
stripes. 

AtPolywarrn we don't believe in resting on our 
laurels. 

So we took our superb "High Andes" range of 
Specialistsleepingbags-and completelyredesigned them. 

Filled every bag with fabulous Dacron* Hollofil, 
to make them warmer and lighter. Made the outer covers 
from double calendered Nylon to ensure they wear 
harder, lastlonger. 

And introduced two new bags to make the range 
complete. 

As a result you've got a new choice of superior 
sleeping bags made to the famous Polywarrn standards of 
quality-covering every field of specialistoutdooractivities. 

There's the 'Climber' and new 'Pioneer', with 
fantastic double walled insulation for complete protection 
when the going gets tough. 

And the tapered 'Rambler' and 'Trekker', together 
with the new hooded 'Hiker', that are ideal when weight 
is at a premium. 

All at a quality and price you'll havetogoalong 
way to beat. 

So take a new look at the "High Andes" Range at 
your specialist camping shop-or send for a full colour 
leaflet-andgetintosomethingspecial . 

'I took one of the old "High 
Andes" bags with me to the 
Antarctic and it proved invaluable, 
especially in a number of survival 
situations. And now the new range 
is even better'. 

Flt. Lt. David Monteith, a 
memberofthe 1976/77 Joint Services 
Expedition, Elephantlsland Group, 
Antarctica. 

PolywarmProducts Ltd, 
da\\polywarm Quay Road, Rutherglen, 
~ ® Glasgow, Scotland. 

*DuPont's registered trade mark for its polyester fibre. 
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Perfection by Design 

For details of Britains finest range of walking boots write to: 
IRJ Cowan Head Mill, Burneside, Kendal, Cumbria. 





PHOENIX 
mounta1neer1nG 

Anew name 
to remind you of old 

standards 
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The dictionary definition 
of 'Phoenix' includes words 
such as 'renewed youth', 
'excellence' and 'paragon'. 
Phoenix Mountaineering take 
this definition very seriously. 

We're three mountain
eering and backpacking men, 
experienced both in 
equipment production and 
it's use in the outdoors so we 
know what you want. 

We have joined forces to 
specialise in the design and 
manufacture of Phoenix 
Tents, Thermal Clothing and 
Climbing Helmets. With your 
confidence, which we will 
justify, we'll rise like our name 
sake and we do not intend to 
forget the reasons that 
brought us together. 

We will always insist on 
good old fashioned quality in 
modern, well designed 
mountaineering and 
backpacking equipment. 
Reliable equipment, into 
which we're proud to sew our 
label. 

Phoenix Mountaineering Ltd. 
Amble, Northumberland. 

Watch for the flight of 
the Phoenix 

MAIL ORDER FROM 

MENAI HALL, LLANBERIS, GWYNEDD, WALES Tll.121112 321 

AIIO et CAPEL CURIG. T ... 08904 206 



GON'•Tex Bivi Bag £46.95 
Lowe Contour 11 Sac £32.50 
Lowe New Triolet Sac £47.50 
Chouinard New Super Gaiters £39.95 
Slaters Bivouac 6oz Holofil S/Bag 
Petzl Lightweight Head Torch 
SMC Rigid Crampons 

e items are just p 
ecialist alpine ge 

ine Sports. Ring 0 
page illustrated ca 



HOT 
HOLLOPl!l 

INTRODUCING THE NEW 

STRONE 
RANGE OF SLEEPING BAGS 

" 
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Here are two specialist sleeping 
bags which together will cope with 95% 
of camping and mountaineering needs. 
Both bags feature the revolutionary Hollofil 

with the added advantage of high insulation even -, · 
fibre, the nearest thing yet to synthetic down ~ 

when wet. 
Other important features are the tough ripstop nylon I J 
outer and comfortable 100% cotton in~er. 1 ~ . 

\ 
STRONE BACKPACKER £31·95 
(illustrated) 

Rated for "three seasons" use this sleeping bag has 9oz 
Hol lofil insu lat ion wh ich provides adequate warmth fo r most 
of the year. T he fu ll length zip allows easy access, permits 
increased vent il ation in summer and when 2 bags are 
purchased w ith zips on opposite sides they can be joined 
together to make a h igh performance double bag. 
Other features inc lude cowl hood and boxed foo t . 

Specification Weight: 3 Ib 6oz ( 1.51 kg) Colour: Navy/Grey. 
Length : 89 " Width : 30". 

STRONE BIVOUAC £24·95 
This bag is of a simi lar design to the backpacker except that 
it has the lighter 6oz Hollofil filling and does not have a zip. 
T he result is an exceptionally versati le sleeping bag. 
1) Use inside the 'Backpacker' to give fu ll "four seasons" 
performance. 
2) Take on Alpine routes where a bivouac is likely. 
3) Group leaders w il l find it a worthwhile addition to their 

emergency equipment. 
4) Can be used for summer camping in Bri tain and abroad. 
Specification Weight : 2Ib 9oz ( 1.22kg) Colour: Grey. 

Length: 89" Width: 30" 

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICES 

- \ 

Whilst both these sleeping bags have specia l introductory prices, a 
further saving can be made if you purchase two Backpackers (to 
make a double bag). The price for two is £59.95. 

SHOPS AT:- 10/12, Holborn, 
London, EC1 . 
Tel: 01 404 5681 . 

• • 
138, Western Road, 
Brighton, Sussex. 
Tel: 027~ 26874. 

' 

Greater Filling Power, 
Better Insulation 

which in turn gives these benefits 
• easily compacted 
• superior softness 
• protective warmth 
• refluffabil1ty 
and these additional pluses 
• l1ghtwe1ght 
• odourless 
• non-allergen,c 
• washable 
• fast drying 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE STUFFSACS 

BUY BY MAIL ORDER 
Send to Alpine Sports Ltd. 10/12 Holborn, London, EC1 . 

PL EASE SEND TO ME TH E FOL LOWING:

........ .. Strone Backpackers/bag@ £31.95 

.......... Pai rs of Strone Backpackers @ £59 .95 
(one left hand zip & one right hand zip) 

.......... Strone Bivouac S/ bags @ £24.95 
Nominal charge for P & P. 

TOTAL 

I enclose cheque/P.O. for the amount shown. 

£. ............ . 
£.. .......... : . 

£.. .......... . 

£... ..... S!.~P. 

f:.:::.:::.::.:::.:... 

Please charge my Access/Barclaycard account, my number is:-

NAME ......... .. ..... ...... ....... ...................................................... .. 
ADDRESS ..................... ... ... .. ... .... ............... ...... ....... ... ........... . 

·· ······· ··· ·· ···················································· ·· ····· ·· ········· ············ 
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SPECIAL OFFERS 
SUMMER '79 

E.8.'5 
ORDER NOW - WHILST STOC.KS LAST! 

HEXCENTRICS AND STOPPERS 
-on Rope Compare these prices! 
HEXCENTRICS """.,. 
No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Price Loose 26p 30p 35p 42p 48p 55p 68p 80p 95p £1.30 £1.70 

Rope Diameter 5mm 6mm 7mm 7mm 8mm 8mm 9mm 9mm 9mm 9mm 9mm 

Rope Length .75m 1m 1m 1m 1.25m 1.25m 1.25m 1.25m 1.25m 1.25m 1.25m 

Price on Rope 50p 70p 79p 86p £1.11 £1.18 £1.68 £1.80 £1.95 £2.30 £2.70 

Price on Wire £1.00 £1.00 £1.00 £1.15 £1.30 (These sizes are not available on wire). 

INTERALP CHOUINARD STOPPERS MOACS 
No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 The original chock 

Price Loose These sizes not available 35p 45p 55p Loose 60p 

Rope Diameter loose or on 6mm 7mm 8mm Roped £1.60 

Rope Length 
rope. 

1m 1m 1,25m (9mm x 1.25m) 

Price on Rope 75p 89p £1.18 
Price on Wire £1.00 £1.00 £1.05 £1.05 £1.35 £1.50 £1.70 

4 for £5·00 
BONAITI 2,500 kg alloy - UIAA approved. 

ROPE IBEX UIAA approved 
11mm x 45m £29·95 9mm x 45m £24·95 

11mm x 50m £33.30, 9mm x 50m £27.70 

MAIL ORDERS TO 10/12 HOLBORN. LONDON E.C.1. Tel. 01 404 5681 
(add a standard 95p p+p charge ) 

shop also at - 138 WESTERN ROAD, BRIGHTON. Tel. 0273 26874 
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Call in at your local stockist 

and learn about the full range of 

Javlin Warm Wear and 

Super 'S' Warm Wear. 

Made only by 
Javlin International Ltd., Edgedale Road, Sheffield 

Telephone: 0742 57413 

NTAIN 
Number 68 July/August 1979 UK65p US $2.00 

.., 
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27 
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34 
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45 
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50 
Obituary 

52 
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Cover Photo : Pete Boardman and Joe Tasker just passed The Croissant. 
Kangchenjunga. on the summit climb. The first peak is The Twins. The 
moraine covered glacier in the background is Gingsang; the broad snow
covered peak is Jong Song (24.518ft). The wedge-shaped peak to the . 
immediate right is Pyramid peak. The two peaks behind on the right are· 
Chotenymia and Sentinel. both over 24,000ft. marking the border with 

Tibet. Photo : Doug Scott 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Everest, Kangchenjunga 
Gaurishanker, big new routes 
NEPAL 

Kangchenjunga (28,208ft) 
The four man Exp!ldition Doug 
Scott, Pete Boardman, Joe 
Tasker and Georges'Bettem
bourg were successful in 
climbing the West Face of the 
North Col and the North Ridge 
without oxygen. Scott, 
Boardman and Tasker 
reached the summit on the 
16th May (see report and 
photos in this issue). 

Everest (29,028ft) 
The Yugoslav Everest 
Expedition successfully 
climbed the West Ridge of 
Everest from the Lho La. They 
established five camps and 
used oxygen for the upper 
sections. On May 1 3th 
Andrej Strempfelj and Nejc 
Zaplotnik reached the 
summit. The next day Stane 
Belak, Stipe Bozic and Ang 
Phu Sherpa reached the 
summit. The next day the 
qeath of Ang Phu on Everest 
was the most tragic accident. 
He slipped, or overbalanced 
on the snow slope at the foot 
of the Hornbein Couloiron the 
North side of the Mountain as 
he was being greeted by 
expedition members who had 
come out to meet the 
r~turning summit party. Ang 
Phu fell on his back and 
perhaps due to exhaustion_, 
and surprise, and loss of his 
ioe axe was unable to control 
a slide on a steepening slope. 
Before his Yugoslav friends 
could come to his assistance 
he was beyond help, he 
~lipped several thousand feet 
down the North side of 
Everest. his body was later 
recovered . This unfortunate 
death of one of the most 
experienced Sirdars marred a 
successful expedition. It 
should be noted that the 
Yugoslav use of oxygen was 
essential in view of the fact , 
that they were working above 
Camp 4 (25,000ft) for 2-3 
weeks. 

Lhotse (27 ,890ft) 
An Austrian team led by Erich 
Vanis repeated the original 
route. Wolfgang Axt, Hans 
Ladreiter, Bruno Klaus
Boudier and lwan Exnar 
reached the summit. 

Ame Dahlem (22,493ft) 
The American Arna Dablam 
Expedition successfully 
climbed and filmed the South 
ridge of the mountain. On 
22nd April the summit was 
reached by 8 members; Jeff 
Lowe, Greg Lowe, Martin 
Boysen, David Breashers, 
Peter Pilofian, Jonathan 

Wright, Tom Frost & Lakpa 
Dorje. On 25th April 2 
members reached the 
summit; John Wasson & 
Doug Robertson. On 30th 
April Jeff Lowe againt went to 
the summit (because it was 
there!) when he went up the 
mountain to remove the top 
camp. 

Gaurishanker (23,442ft) 
The joint Nepal/American 
Expedition successfully made 
the first ascent via the South 
West face of this mountain. 
John Roskelly sent the 
following report; 
"Co-led by Al Read and 
Pertemba, the Sherpa who 
accompanied Boardman to 
the summit of Everest, the 
expedition consisted of ten 
members, five American and 
five Sherpas. The other 
members were, James 
Morrissey, Dennis Hennek, 
Kim Schmitz, John Roskelly, 
(American) and Dorje Sherpa, 
Pasang Ongchu, Ang Jangbo, 
Yong Tenzing, (Sherpas). 
We followed Gray's route to 
our base camp at 16, 100ft to 
the west of Gaurishankar, but 
were still one 17,000ft ridge 
from seeing the peak. The 
Nepalese government allowed 
us a choice of either the 
Southwest ridge or 
conceivably the West Face. A 
days observations convinced 
us to attempt the face. It 
seemed reasonably safe and 
much shorter, although more 
technical. 
On April 14th, several of us 
established Camp I on the 
face at 17,000ft. Solo 

Above: the Yugoslav route and camps on Evecest, We~t Ridge. 
Dotted line is the 1963 US traverse, H= Hornbem Coulolf. Photo: 
Canadian Pumori Exp. Below: the Gaurishanker climb reported in 
this issue. Photo: Al Read. · 
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scrambling enabled us to 
stock the camp quickly. As . 
this was continuing, difficult 
mixed climbing over snow 
covered slabs and up snow 
ribs gained several crevasses 
located on a prominent ice rib. 
Hacking and sawing for 
several days, we were able to 
place two tents comfortably 
and eventually a third . We 
were still quite low, 19,300ft 
andabovethefacelooked 
slim for future camps. 
The rib shot upward steeply 
for another 1 500ft before we 
began to traverse over 55 
degree ice slabs and rock in 
an attempt to reach a gully 
that we hoped would split the 
first major rock wall. Bits and 
pieces of aid, a tension 
traverse and difficult mixed 
climbing got us to the lowest 
point in the gully. More aid 
and snow ended at the base of 
a 70-80 degree frozen 
waterfall. From this objective 
on, the route was more 
difficult than the Eiger North 
Face. 
Unrelenting water ice of 
varying steep angles ended at 

. Camp 111, 21,300ft. This was 
the largest platform and only 
place on the entire upper wall 
large enough for 2 people, 
although we hunted for an 
alternative. I eventually spent 
6 nights here fixing the upper 
walls . Camp is a poor 
description, having only a 2 by 
4 foot area that was 
eventually made usable. A 
tent was "pitched" although 
no poles were used, only pins 
and a jumar attached to the 
fixed rope line running above 
us. Not quite large enough for 
one man (and he would have 
his legs hanging over the 
face). two was a major 
problem. With some 
apprehension, a second man 
could (with limited 
movement) lay in the tent 
bottom that hung into space 
hoping, of course, the 
stitching would hold. 
Above, 65 degree ice led to 
our first headwall. A 2 -3 
foot wide ribbon of thin water 
ice dropped in 70-90 degree 
drops from the wall , which 

THE ALPS 

WINTER 

Civetta: NW Face 
The Comici/Benedetti route 
received its first winter ascent 
from a Polish party 4th - 14th 
March 1979. The 5,000ft 
climb has 700ft of summer 
grade 6 and over 2,000ft of 
grade 5, 5 + . Krzysztof 
Pankiewicz, Zbigniew Wach, 
Aleksander Warm and Marek 
Serwa made the eleven day 
climb, alpine style in 
temperatures as low as 
- 1 5C. A storm on 8th March 
led to the major difficulty 
being unstable snow in the 
upper chimneys and cracks. 
Only about 50ft of the climb 
were aided the rest went free. 
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became the key to opening up 
this difficult section . Aid in an 
expanding crack and 
moderate free climbing ended 
under a protective roof. 
Difficult mixed climbing for 
300ft brought us to the upper 
ice field and straightforward 
55 -60 degree ice for the next 
700ft. 
As per government 
regulations for joint 
expeditions, Kim was replaced 
by Dorje for the summit 
attempt to allow a Nepali the 
same opportunity as 
ourselves. Although 
technically not proficient, 
Dorje made up for this in 
enthusiasm and overcame the 
difficult jumaring to the end of 
the ropes . The upper rock wall 
began ominously with 
difficult free and aid climbing 
in and around loose slabs and 
blocks. I followed a ramp of 
snow over rock and ice, 
skirting the bulges and 
overhangs above. Not until I 
turned a corner and climbed 
several solid handjams and 
corners did the difficulties 
look over and we come to the 
summit snowfields. By 3.00, 
on May 8, Dorje and I stood on 
the summit. 
Other planned attempts were 
abandoned due to frostbite of 
Kim 's toes, which were 
caught in time to prevent 
serious injury. Illness was 
common throughout the trip 
and eventually Hennek 
returned to Kathmandu with 
diagnosed Pulmonary 
Oedema. Dorje and I were the 
only ones not to get sick and 
this led to myself leading 54 
of the 60, 1 50ft pitches on 
the face trading partners 
frequently." 

Dhaulagiri 1 (26, 795ft) 
The Navarraen Himalayan 
Expedition (Spain) led by 
Gregorio Ariz repeated the 
North East Ridge route. On 
12th May four members and 
one Sherpa reached the 
summit. Ignacio Aldaya, Dr. 
Francisco Garayoa, Gerardo 
Plaza, Jordi Pons and Ang Rita 
Sherpa reached the summit. 
The Swiss/ French Ski 

The route was completed by 
the grade 6 Cassin headwall 
variation. 
A tragic postscript to the 
above is that Zbigneiw Wach 
had a very serious accident 
whilst abseiling on the Mi row 
cl iffs in Poland after his 
return . At the time of going to 
press he had been 
unconscious for 2 weeks in 
hospital. 

Aiguille Verte 
The 2nd British and first in 
winter ascent of the North 
Face of the Col Armand 
Char/et was made by James 
Jenkins and Stuart Miller. 
They report that the heavy 
snow conditions made the 

Expedition which followed the 
Spanish up the route was 
struck by tragedy at Camp 5 
(25,000ft) . On the 13/ 14th 
April a very severe storm 
struck Camp 5, two members 
died when their tent was 
swept away by an avalanche. 
They were Eric Poumailloux 
and Dr. Jean-Louis Sabarly 
(both French). Whilst the 
survivors from Camp 5 were 
retreating down the mounta in 
their Sherpa Pemba 
disappeared, he was the last 
member of the party and it is 
presumed that he fell from 
exhaustion or slipped but 
nobody saw what happened. 
A second attempt also failed 
at the high point of Camp 5. 

Annapurna 1 (26,502ft) 
The French Ski Expedition led 
by Jean -Louis Georges 
repeated the original French 
route. Yves Morin and Henri 
Sigayret reached the summit 
on the 30th April. Tragically 
Yves Morin died whilst skiing 
down from the summit when 
he ran into loose fixed rope 
whilst crossing the Sickle. 
Death was probably due to 
strangulation (the loose fixed 
rope wound around his neck) 
and de-acceleration. At the 
same time a Japanese 
Expedition led by Hironobu 
Yagi repeated the Dutch route. 
Seizo Tanaka and Perna 
Sherpa reached the summit 
on the 8th May. 

Annapurna South 
(23,920ft) 
The Polish Expedition led by 
Jerzy Pietkiewiez established 
a new route up the West Face. 
On May 2nd two members 
reached the summit, Kazimier 
Smieszko and Krzysztof 
W ielich. 3 members died on 
this expedition. On 15th April 
Josef Koniak died whilst on a 
recce of the North East face, 
he fell down the East Face. 
Later 4 members of the 
expedition, including the 
Leader and Julian Ryznar, 
went around to the east side 
of the mountain, via the 
Sanctuary, to look for the 
body of Josef Koniak, these 

climb no easier than the light 
cover found by Terry King and 
Dave Wilkinson on their 
ascent. The route is probably 
more serious than the 
neighbouring Couturier 
Couloir, but very enjoyable at 
TD-. The climb was made on 
19/ 20th April , technically 
outside the winter season. 

MONT BLANC GROUP 

Grandes Jorasses: S Face 
Gianni Comino and Giancarlo 
Grassi climbed the steep 
couloir to the right of the 
Ghighlione/Ottoz spur. It gave 
1,000ft of very steep ice -
formed on waterfalls, the 

two failed to return and are 
presumed to have died, the 
other 2 members of the party 
returned to Base Camp. 

Peak 29 (24,652ft) 
Polish Expedition led by 
Ryszard Szafirski made a new 
route up the West Face. 
Ryszard Gajewski and Maciej 
Pawlikowski reached the 
summit on the 18th May. 

Other Expeditions 
The Japanese Expedition led 
by Satoshi Kimura climbed 
the South West face of 
Thamserku (21 ,680ft) . Sakaw 
Hosogai and the Leader 
reached the summit on the 
27th April. Another Japanese 
Expedition led by Shom i 
Suzuki failed on the North 
Face on Kangtega, after 
4 of the members had 
gone to help their friends 
on Kangtega. Kazuo 
Yuda's Japanese Expedition 
to Kangtega (21,913ft) had 
climbed the mountain, the 
summit being reached by 
Makoto Ishibashi and Koish i 
Takeuchi . The Leader survived 
52 hours in a crevasse with a 
broken leg and fingers, 
escaping frost bite. A 
Japanese Expedition led by 
Maskai Aoki climbed Nilgiri 
Central (22, 769ft) five 
members including the Leader 
reached the summit by the 
South east/south ridge. Five 
members of another Japanese 
Expedition led by lkuo Saeki 
successfully climbed Tilicho 
(23,399ft) via the North 
Ridge. 

KASHMIR 

Nanga Parbat (26,660ft) 
The French expedition led by 
Jean -Pierre Fresafond failed 
at around 22,500ft because 
of thirty days of bad weather 
and an earthquake. 

Correspondents: Audobert, 
Cheney, Hawley. 

route faces south - 8 hours 
ED. 

Mont Maudit 
The 'great crack line' of the 
South East Shoulder of Mont 
Mauditwas climbed August 
28th 1978 by Renato 
Casarotto, Giancarlo Grassi 
and Giovanni Groaz, 2,250ft, 
ED. 

Aiguille Centrale de Pra 
Sec 
F Bessone, Ugo Manera, 
Alessandro Nebiolo and Ugo 
Manera climbed a direct line 
up the East face, September 
2/ 3 1978, TD, pitches of 5 + , 
2,000ft. 



Aiguille de Talefre 
As well as the two routes 
reported in Mountain 64 a 
party led by G Dufour climbed 
a new route to the left of the 
Gabarrou/Ponti on the 
Northwest Face. Mixed 
climbing with several 50ft 
pitches of steep ice, 2,000ft, 
TD. 

BREGAGLIA 

Picco Luigi Amadeo 
Ivan Guerrini, Guido Merizzi 
and Beppe Villa free climbed 
the Nusedo/ Taldo route on the 
South East face in only 7 
hours. It ranks amongst the 
most difficult climbs in the 
area ( 1,400ft, pitches of 6 + , 
A2/ A3) was first climbed in 

UNITED STATES 

YOSEMITE 

The following errors were 
made in the notes for the last 
year. Bill Price made the first 
ascent of Cats' Squirrel and 
Ron Kauk the second . In the 
arches area, Peters Out is 
actually called Go like stink, 
and no points of aid were used 
on Pigs in Space. 

PINNACLES NATIONAL 
MONUMENT 

Jim Collins climbed a new 
route on the North East Face of 
the Monolith. A very difficult 
face climb it by-passes 8 bolts 
and is on very solid rock, Gale 
Force (5.11 +). Tom Higgins 
and Chris Vandiver free 
climbed the 1961 Roper, 
Sacherer, Bradley aid route on 
the Balconies. The crux is the 
first pitch, continuous 5.9 

1959 and the previous three 
ascents all took a bivouac. 

Salbitschijen: West Face 
Martin Scheel and Thomas 
Muller, both aged 1 9, free 
climbed the classic West Face 
route during summer 1 978. 
They think that the route 
should be graded 7 in this 
style. 

DOLOMITES 

Cima Grande 
Jean-Claud Droyer and Yves 
Tugaye free climbed the 
Comici/Dimai route July 17, 
1978. 30 of the in situ pegs 
were used for belays only. The 
7 hard pitches rate between 
4- and 6 +. 

with a 5.10 section. In the 
three pitches some 30 bolts 
are by-passed. 

COLORADO 

Jim Collins soloed the Naked 
Edge during the summer of 
1978. This year Mark Wilford 
climbed it barefoot! 
In the Flatirons, Alec Sharp 
and Dave Lovejoy climbed Big 
Dog (5 .11) left of Holeistic and 
Fear of Flying. The same team, 
with Tom Whittaker climbed 
Monster of Rock ( 5.1 0), the 
overhanging corner left of Big 
Dog. 
In Boulder Canyon, Sharp and 
Greg Child climbed Kangaroo( 
(5 .11) the overhang right of 
FM on Elephant Buttress. 
Sharp also climbed Pegasus 
(5 .11) the corner and finger 
crack above the undercling on 

Sorapiss 
The 2nd ascent of the North 
Couloir of the Force/la Gaccia
grande (Nenzi/Pianetti, 
1,400ft) was made in 9 
hours July 10th 1978 by 
Mauro Contento and Lucio 
Piemontese. The route is one 
of the more difficult mixed 
climbs in the Dolomites with 
65 degree ice and 5 + rock in 
the central direct section. 

Croz dell-Altissimo 
The 2,500ft South face of the 
right hand summit was 
climbed by Laritti Benvenuto, 
Tony Rainis and Giuliano 
Giongo 4/ 5 July 1978. The 
climb follows the right hand 
side of the face. 

Cima Brenta 
A new route was climbed up 

the Left Wing. On Castle Rock 
Sharp and Bill Feiges climbed 
the corners between Country 
Club Crack and Athlete's Feat, 
Englishman's Home (5 .11 ). 
With Andy Parkin, Sharp took 
a difficult four pitch line left of 
Athlete 's Feat, Never a dull 
moment (5.11 ). 
Jim Collins also reports this 
climb:-
"Eldorado canyon's last great 
aid problem to be free 
climbed has finally been 
accomplished - a route called 
Genesis. The line is the most 
prominent in the entire 
canyon, besides the Naked 
Edge, and turned out to be the 
most demanding free ptich in 
all of Colorado to date. The 
climb involves solid 5.12 (or 
harder) climbing on a wall that 
was A.5 when nailed, and was 
attempted by many of the 
United State's top free 

the North Pillar by Marcello 
Andreolli, Roberto Bazzi and 
Jaques Casiraghi, August 
11th 1978. The 1, 100ft route 
is reported as being very fine 
with difficultes of grade 4 . 

Solo climbing 
Franco Perlotto made the first 
solo of the Zeni route, Mugoni 
(Rosengarten) in June 1 978. 
Pierluigi Bini made the first 
solo ascents of the Polish 
route, Pan di Zucchero 
(Civetta) and the 
Cozzolino/Ghia route, 
Southwest face Cima Scotoni. 
Lorenzo Massarotto soloed 
the Asti/Susatti on the 
Northwest face of the Punta 
Civetta in August 1978. 

Correspondents: Nyka, von 
Bu/lien, Miller. 

climbers before it finally 
received it's first free ascent 
this May (included are: Max 
Jones, Mark Hudon, John 
Bragg, Steve Wunsch, David 
Breashears, Jeff Lowe, Ed 
Webster, and Roger Briggs). I 
believe it to be the most 
demanding free climb that I 
have ever done, in terms of 
technical difficulty, sustained 
climbing, and long run outs on 
hard climbing, and I consider 
it to be a full notch harder 
than Psycho Roof. The climb 
has had comments about it 
like: "It will not go free for at 
least another ten years" (Ed 
Webster); "If I get up that 
thing I'm going to rate it 
something like 5.14" (John 
Bragg, after making a brilliant 
attempt at it last summer) ; 
"To me, Genesis seems like 
the last great Eldorado 
problem. It will be the most 
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mind blowing thing I can 
imagine - and also on of the 
most beautiful." (Roger 
Briggs); "Genesis will be a 
new Colorado test piece for all 
climbers who visit the area" 
(Kevin Donald); "The pitch 
looks bloody impossible" 
(Peter Willance) . The pitch 
involved 140 feet of climbing 
with virtually no rests. To get 
to the crux (about 7 5 feet 
above the ground). one must 
do a 5.11 - roof and three 
5.1 0 cruxes. At this point, the 
climber must make a difficult 
(5.11) move to clip into the 
protection bolt. It's like doing 
two severe B-1 boulder 
problems right on top of each 
other and, when your arms are 
pumped from that, the 
climbing "eases off" to 5.11 ! 
The problem here becomes 
that one is looking at a 40 foot 
fall - and there's no way to 
reverse (other than falling). It 
still awaits a second ascent." 

The Black Canyon 
The autumn season was quite 
active. Local climbers John 
Pearson and Jim Newbury 
added a new route, The 
Goldberg Special (V 5.1 O,A4) 
up the centre of South Chasm 
View Wall. The climb was 
named for Jenny Goldberg, 
who was injured by a rockfall 
while climbing in Taylor 
Canyon outside of Gunnison. 
In September, Leonard Coyne 
and Dennis Jackson added a 
new free climb to the south 
side of the canyon, Blackjack 
(Ill 5.10 - ), up the prominent 
clean-cut dihedral to the right 
of the Chillumstone Gully. 
To the left of the Russian 
AreteJohn Meyers and Reg 
Slavens climbed Left Side of 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND/ WINTER 

Hamish Macinnes has sent in 
the following reports of 
climbs done this winter by 
himself and various parties. 
Glach Glas ridge, grade 3 hard 
neve and good ice, 7 hours 
Dalness Gully, right branch, 
grade 4, 5 hours. The left 
branch was done to 1 2ft from 
the top of the last pitch but a 
retreat was made due to 
frozen scree. Lower down 
there was a 1 90ft ice pitch. 
West Buttress of Co ire Mhic 
Fhearchair, grade 4, 4 ½ 
hours. 
A correction is necessary to 
the Summary appended to the 
article in Mountain 65 
concerning the Skye Ridge in 
winter. The first traverse was 
made by Patey, Robertson, 
Macinnes and Crabb. Moriarty 
and Tiso made the second 
traverse immediately after. 

SCOTLAND/SUMMER 

Skye 
Stephen Allen and Paul 
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Darkness (IV 5.9,A3), while 
Joe Hladick and Scott Fischer 
pioneered an additional free 
climb on North Chasm View 
Wall called Cachima Wings (Ill 
5.10). The climb ascends the 
conspicuous right-facing 
corner next to Journey Home, 
and is reputed to have poor 
protection. 
Recent efforts in The Black 
Canyon have been channelled 
towards free climbing link
ups of previously artificial 
routes on North Chasm View 
Wall, a 2,000ft face which 
offers the finest quality 
climbing in the entire canyon. 
In 1977 Jim Dunn and Pete 
Williams made an eight hour, 
nearly all free ascent of the 
Gess-Logan, the original route 
up the Nose of North Chasm 
View, and the first Grade VI in 
Colorado. Their ascent left 
only one 60ft stretch of aid 
and a wild pendulum. With 
some helpful advice, and on 
their second attempt, Leonard 
Coyne and Ed Russell 
bypassed the final section of 
aid, climbing a serious 5.11 
face pitch protected by 3 
bolts - thus tidying up the 
progression of free climbing 
standards in the canyon. 
While initially graded a VI, the 
Gess-Logan has been free 
climbed in a day giving it a 
difficulty of V 5.11. Perhaps 
the most outstanding accom
plishment of the year, 
however, was Bryan Beckers' 
solo ascent, the 4th overall, of 
the Dragon Route (VI 5.9, A4) 
on The Painted Wall. 
This April, again after a few 
earlier reconnaisances, 
another of the last great 
problems in the canyon fell to 
Leonard Coyne and Ken Sims. 

Darbyshire climbed a 250ft 
VS The Stag on Antler 
Buttress, OS ref 32/190453. 

Dunkeld 
Mal Duff and Rab Anderson 
have been active here on the 
Lower Cave Crag. The ivy 
mass to the right of 
Parramours Rib has been 
stripped giving three new 
routes. Dram (E15b) takes a 
line just right of Parramours 
Rib. Tremendous Applause 
(E1 5b) takes a bulge and 
crack just right of Dram, and 
Dhias (HVS 5A) takes a bulge 
to the right of Tremendous 
Applause. Cabaret (E1 5A) 
climbs Hare Lip and where 
that route goes right goes 
through the overhang to finish 
up the Hood direct. The 
Stripper (HVS 5B 5A) takes a 
groove in the arete left of 
Grapplers Groove. Pete Hunter 
and Stella climbed Shikari Rib 
(HVS 5A) and Geronimo (HVS 
5A) two lines between 
Grapplers Groove and Grat. 
Hunter with Cameron Lees did 
Morningside Warm Up (HVS 
5B) the obvious crack in the 

Named the Air Voyage (V 
5.11 ), since the climb is a 
combination of two routes, 
Air City and The 8th Voyage of 
Sinbad, the resulting free 
climb is quite probably the 
most grueling in the state. It 
should be pointed out that 
climbers should be aware of 
the fact that the Grade V 
rating implies an exceptional 
level of committment and 
seriousness, that the climb 
may be done in one long day 
by a strong team. On the same 
day that the Air Voyage link
up was climbed, Ed Webster 
and Joe Kaelin climbed a very 
aesthetic 4 pitch 5.9 + 
variation to The Cruise (V 
5. 1 0 + ). The Scenic Cruise, a 
straight in finger and hand 
crack system, offers some of 
the finest pitches in the 
canyon, and could become 
popular as it provides a less 
difficult avenue up North 
Chasm View Wall 
A correction to Mountain 64: 
The identities of The Hooker & 
Diagonal Wall are reversed, as 
applies to the INFO 
photograph, on page 1 5. 

The Royal Gorge 
Long considered one of the 
State's nearly forgotten 
climbing areas, the Royal 
Gorge has recently undergone 
some fresh explorations and 
yielded up some worthwhile 
climbs. In April, Leonard . 
Coyne and Kevin Murrary put 
up a new free climb on the 
Tombstone Wall, perhaps the 
first free ascent of the Original 
Route climbed some years ago 
by Pat Ament (Ill 5.10 + ). 
Earlier, Coyne, Brad Shilling, 
and Marvin Porter established 
Ancient Remnant"(IV 5.10) 

centre of a wall on the small 
buttress left of the Upper Cave 
Crag. In the slate quarry two 
miles south east of Dunkeld, 
Dave Bruce and Mal Duff 
climbed Tequilla Sunrise (E4 
6A 5C), a 200ft route up the 
centre of the slab 20ft right of 
the crack line. Protection was 
from a tied down sky hook and 
a jammed Crack-N-up! 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Langdale 
Rayen Crag - a completely 
free ascent of the old aid route 
Trilogy has been made by Jeff 
Lamb with Ed Cleasby, the 
overhanging corner being 
followed direct (E3 6A) 100ft. 
Gimmer Crag - Spring Bank, 
120ft (E1 5B). An artificial but 
pleasant line up the wall 
between Whits End and D 
Route. Ed Cleasby, Mike 
Mortimer (Le~ders). Jeff 
Lamb, Marjorie Allen and M. 
Lynch. Poacher Right Hand 
(E1 5B) a short exciting 
variation on Poacher Mortimer 
&Allen. 

on the right side of the 
Tombstone Wall. Art Wiggens 
and Ed Russell also climbed a 
new route of 5.9 + grade on 
the first major wall right of the 
Tombstone. 

UTAH 

In Canyonlands, Coyne and 
Brad Shilling finished The 
Fringe of Death (5.11 +) a 2 
pitch crack climb in the 
canyon of the same name. The 
climb had initially been tried 
several years ago by Earl 
Wiggens and Jim Dunn who 
retreated after climbing a 
difficult section of laybacking 
with a groundfall runout. On 
North Sixshooter Peak, Ed 
Webster and Pete Williams 
climbed the FFA of the spire 
when they made the first 
ascent of the Lightning Bolt 
Cracks (5.10) to the right of 
the Original Route. A couple of 
days later, Buck Norden and 
Eb Webster climbed the FFA 
of the North Face of Castleton 
Tower, an intimidating 5.11 
crack climb. 
Webster and Norden also 
made an excursion to Taylor 
Canyon in Canyonlands 
National Park where they 
climbed the 3rd or 4th ascent 
of the classic North Face of 
Moses, a 650ft spire in a very 
remote setting. During the 
following 2 days Webster 
soloed a new route. The 
Primrose Dihedrals (IV 5.8,A3) 
on the East Face of Moses, a 7 
pitch aid climb up a 
spectacular set of dihedrals. 

Correspondents: Higgins, 
Collins, Sharp, Webster, 
Williams. 

Gable area 
Angel of Mercy 220ft, (5A, 
just E1) climbs a thin crack in 
the wall between Troll and 
Interceptor finishing up an 
overhanging fist-jam crack. 
Pete Botterill &Jeff Lamb. 

Borrowdale Area 
Castle Crag - Corridors of 
Power 160ft (E1 5B 5C) 
climbs the big wall left of 
Libido and Blue Max. Tim 
Birkett, Ray McHaffie & S. 
Scott. Recastle Crag, 
Watendlath - "Ador" 1 00ft 
V.S. climbs a wall and cleaned 
groove on the left hand end of 
the crag. Ray McHaffie & M. 
Wingrove. Bold Warrior 11 Oft 
E1 climbs an overhanging 
corner groove right of Ador 
finishing up a "V" chimney. 
McHaffie & M. Wingrove. The 
Executioner 90ft (E3 5C) a 
short, technical and serious 
route starting 1 5ft right of 
Bold Warrior up an 
overhanging layback flake 
which leads via a green scoop 
to the final wall. Pete 
Whillance & Dave Armstrong. 
On Walla Crag Dave Knighton 



,,, 
A more accurate photo of the Suicide Wall, Cwm ldwal climbs. 
1 Suicide Groove. 2 Jailbreak (E3, 6a) Shepherd/Hulme. 3 
Suspended Sentence. 4 Last Rites. 5 Penal Servitude. 6 Route 2. 7 
Capital Punishment. 8 Death Row. 9 Route 1. 10 Solitary 
Confinement. 11 The Reprieve (E1,5b) Shepherd/Leslie. 12 Direct 
Finish. Dotted line = Garotte. W = Wall of the Dead (E4, 6a, 6a) 
Fawcett/Gibb. The new lines were done in May/June. Photo: 
Shepherd/ Wayman. 
and Dave Cronshaw have 
found three new routes. 
Blazing Apostles (E2, 5c, 5b) 
takes the line left of Thanks 
and the overhanging groove 
above the end of pitch 1 of 
White Wall. The other two 
routes are between Southern 
Rib and Walla Crag Gully, 
Muscular Delinquent (E2, 5c, 
5b) is to the left of Total Mass 
Retain (E1, 5a) which takes a 
series of niches and an easy 
left slanting ramp. 

NORTH WALES 

Llanberis Pass 
Paul Williams and Dave 
Roberts climbed the overhang 
left of Unicorn on Carreg 
Wastad to give Brut 33 (E3 5B 
5C) . On Dinas y Gromlech Lee 
McGinley, Mike Brett with 
Williams and Roberts climbed 
the wall left of Cenotaph 
Corner Finish, Misty Wall (E 1 
5B). In the Nant Peris quarries 
Jim Jewel and Williams did 
Deceiver (E3 6A). 

Anglesey 
Jim Moran has added two 
major new climbs between 
Big Groove and Graduation 
Ceremony; The Tet Offensive 
(E4 6A 6A 5A 4C) and 
Sebastopol (E4 5C 6A 4C) 
both of which he climbed with 
Paul Williams. They are 
reportedly very exciting and 
on good rock. Positron was 
repeated several times and is 
gaining a reputation as an 
extremely fine route. 
Jon Walker & Gary Gibson 
'took a line between Blanco 
and Pel (HVS 4C 5A 5A). 

Tremadoc 
Al Evans with S. Tansy and S. 
Beresford put up two routes 
on Craig y Castell. One takes 
the cracks splitting the roof 
left of the first pitch of Creag 
Dhu Wall and the slab above 
direct, the other takes the 
prominent crack right of 
Mensor. Both are E1. 
Bill Jones, Rich and John 

Lewis and Simon Cleverley 
climbed a hard severe right of 
Yogi. Gary Gibson with John 
Walker climbed a right to left 
diagonal girdle in the 
Meshach Wall area, 
Sometimes (E2 5A 5C) 

CENTRAL WALES 

On Craig Cowarch, Andy 
Grondowski made the first 
completely free ascent of 
Strobe (E2 5C). John Codling 
with Bob Cope and John 
Sumner climbed the undercut 
arete right of Quartz Wall, Cat 
O'Nine Tails (E2 5B). 
Grondowski with Dave Wiggin 
climbed the last obvious line 
on the North buttress of Bird 
Rock. It takes the ramp 
between Diagonal and 
Diamond, Systems of 
Romance (E3 5C 5C). 
Grondowski with Colin Little 
did the second ascent of Pink 
Panther eliminating the rest 
sling on the third pitch with 
no change in the grade. 

SOUTH WALES 

The Carlisle team of Pete 
Willance, Jeff Lamb and Pete 
Botterill have added another 
batch of excellent climbs to 
the extensive cliffs of St. 
Gavan 's Head. Of particular 
note are Conscientious 
Objector(120ft, E2 5c) . the 
thin crack in the wall right of 
D. Day; Tangerine Dream 
(120ft, E4 6a) a superb line of 
thin cracks in the left wall of 
Sentinel Corner, and Force 
Major ( 140ft, E3, 5c) the 
impressive crack leading 
directly to the finish of 
Infiltrator. Swansea climbers 
Chris Connick and Dillon 
Hughes have also been active 
in the Range, producing 
Anyone for Stennis ( 1 30ft E2) 
and Coo/for Cats (130ft, E1) 
on Stennis Head, as well as 
opening up a new cliff in 
Bui/slaughter Bay, Crystal 
Slabs, which yielded Gem 
(200ft, HS) and Bloodstone 

(130ft, HS) . In Stennis Ford, 
Swanage habituees George 
Hounsome '3nd P. Finklaire 
climbed the conspicuous 
cracks towards the left side of 
the Mysteries ' Wal/to give 
Antarctica ( 140ft, E2), while 
the stepped groove line in the 
centre of the face fell to 
Whillance and Armstrong -
Questions and Answers 
(150ft, E2, 5c). 
At Mother Carey's Kitchen, Pat 
Littlejohn and Chris King 
climbed Hyperspace (200ft, 
E4) a very strenuous and 
serious route starting right of 
Warp Factor and finishing at 
the top right hand corner of 
the wall. The first pitch had 
been done previously with 2 
rest slings by Arni Strapcans 
and Steve Marriot, the pair 
having escaped up a fixed 
rope from the first stance. 
The whole of Stackpole Head is 
now subject to a seasonal 
restriction to protect nesting 
birds. No climbing on the 
West Face till August 1st, and 
on the South and East Faces til I 
August 15th. There are a few 
auks nesting on the West Face 
of Mowing Word and the 
Nature Conservancy want a 
restriction here also. This may 
be averted if climbers using 
the cliff avoid the birds as 
much as possible (most are on 
a ledge 1 5ft from the top, 
right of, Diedre Sud) so that 
they are seen to breed 
successfully this year. 

SOUTHWEST 

Avon Gorge 
Sinister developments on the 
Main Wal/during inspection 
by the City Engineers 
Department included the 
removal of "loose rock" from 
Lunch Time Ledge and Evening 
Light. Dave Taylor and Bob 
Robinson, who are monitoring 
the activities of the Engineers 
in the Gorge are satisfied for 
the moment that no further 
Council vandalism will take 
place. As ever the situation is 
still not clear and the 
intentions of the Council not 
above suspicion. It is to be 
hoped that the B.M.C. 
Committee for the area, and 
expert geologists on their 
behalf, will be able to 
convince the authorities that 
the best judges of loose rock 
in the Avon area are the 
climbers themselves - they do 
have more to lose than the 
tennis players on the courts 
below! 

Cheddar Gorge 
Steve Monks and Arni 
Strapcans climbed Numbskull 
(HVS 5B) on the Remnant and, 
with Dick Broomhead, Monks 
up graded Digit Wall (E1 5B) 
by the addition of a direct 
finish . 

Portland 
Dave Jones free climbed 
Intimidation (E1 4C 5B) and 
added a new route between 
Defiance and Dirty Cracks with 
Andy Monument (mild VS). 

PEAK/PENNINE 

Limestone 
Main activists have been John 
Codling and Gary Gibson. 
Codling has been climbing in 
Dovedale discovering Simeon 
Direct (HVS 5B) on Tissington 
Spires. The previous report in 
issue 66 confused Caeserand 
Orange Peel. Caesar is the 
crack and groove right of 
Brutus (E3 5C) and Orange 
Pee/is the girdle of the crag 
(E1 4C 5C 5B). Codling also 
did Bright Eyes (E1 5C) 
between Applause and Fever 
Dream in Wolfscotedale, and 
with his brother free climbed 
Strawberry Window(E1 5C). 
The arete left of Snakes Alive 
on Dovedale Church gave him 
Wild Cherry ( E3,5c) - this last 
was done with Bob Cope and 
required tension from a peg to 
start. Gary Gibson climbed the 
arete rig ht of Cucumber 
Groove at Willersley to give 
Curfew (E2 5C) and the steep 
hanging flake between 
Fledgling and Fledgling 's 
Flake in Water Cum Jolly (E2 
5C). In Cheedafe he climbed 
the flake arete left of Massa 
and in Ravensdale the wall 
between Tria and Ash Crack: 
both are HVS. Dave Wiggin 
and Colin Little climbed the 
obvious groove left of 
Adjudicator Wall, Dovedale, 
with one peg runner, Ultra Vox 
(HVS 5A/B). 

Gritstone 
Gary Gibson, Phil Gibson and 
Codling have been active on 
the Roaches/Hen Cloud area. 
Gary Gibson has climbed Cold 
Sweat (E2) left of the left arete 
of the pinnacle on Hen Cloud; 
High Energy Plan (HVS 5A) the 
wall left of Shortcake, and 
Triumph of the Good City ( HVS 
5B) right of Diagonal. Codling 
has added Eugene's Axe (E1 
5C) the arete lefe of 
Pebbledash Crack on the 
Roaches Lower Tier. The 'mad 
axe man' from the Rock 
Cottage, annoyed by local 
yobbos stoning his roof, has 
thrown several climbers off 
the crag. It is hoped that the 
recent sale of the whole estate 
will lead to more normal 
access. Despite this Dave 
Wiggin climbed the Man who 
fell to eart,h (E1 5B) to the 
right of Hypothesis and a 
Direct start to Pebbledash (E2 
5B). On the Upper Tier the 
often tried steep slab and roof 
to the left of Saul's Crack gave 
Phil Gibson Gipfast (E3, 5c). 
At Third Cloud, Codling 
climbed the arete right of 
Flower Power arete to give 
Waxwing (HVS, 5a) and Tim 
Benzedrino (E1, 5c) between 
Bender and Little Flake. 
Codling also established two 
climbs on the south face of 
Oldridge Pinnacle; Qui Vive 
(E1 6A) and Gate (E2 6A). 
These routes are only some of 
the many freeings and hard 
variations climbed during the 
Spring. 

... ► 
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UK,OK 
Ron Fawcett, whilst being filmed for television, has 

climbed two very hard new walls in North Wales. Wall of the 
Dead (see previous page) on Suicide Wall; and a line between 
Right Wall and Cenotaph Corner, (£5, 6b) on Dinas-y
Gromlech. This latter is a good grade harder than Right Wall 
itself! 

Rock climbing in Britain is still a healthy sport. The rise in 
standards of the last five years has been consolidated and 
there is an ever increasing number of climbers doing routes of 
a high standard. Amusingly what that standard is called 
varies from area to area. The 'new grades' ie technical grades 
for each pitch, have become the subject of as much variation 
as the old adjectival gradings they were intended to clarify. 5c 
does not mean the same in Wales, the Lakes or Derbyshire 
anymore than 'Extremely Severe' does; in Scotland neither 
officially exists! Perhaps the best system is still that used by 
one leading climber, "HVS unless you'ld kill yourself, XS if 
you would. "Similar problems confront the winter grading 
system, (See Letters). 

It might be more logical to have a standard grading system 
for the whole of Britain - the ones we have remain to mystify 
visitors used to American or Australian standardised 
accuracy. If its any consolation to them they mystify the 
British tool There is no truth in the theory that Britain 
maintains a confused grading system because we have run 
out of new climbs to do and the only way we can get them is to 
regrade, but no longer rename since Drummond went 
abroad, them. 

In fact, another healthy sign is that good new climbs still 
seem to be found. The two climbs flanking this page, the walls 
of Cenotaph Corner, are of one sort; technical, hard moves up 
the blank rock between existing routes. Sea cliff climbing, 
illustrated farther on, has been a growth area and the 
possibilities, especially on the looser and remoter cliffs, are 
still great. Lastly, there is Scotland where there is more rock, 
and more weather, than in the rest of the country put together. 

It is certainly not true, to quote another 'leading climber: to 
say, "The Good have been climbed, only the Bad and the Ugly 
are left'~ This selection of photos of recent climbs should 
prove that there is still scope for the future. 



Far left: Left Wall (XS) Dinas-y-Grom/ech. Photo: Chris 
Griffiths; climber, Ed Webster. Left: Sacrificial Crack (XS) 
Tophet Wall, Great Gable. Photo: Pete Botterill; climber Jeff 
Lamb. Above: Peels of Laughter (HXS) Raven Crag, 
Thirlmere. Photo: Botterill; climber, Lamb. Below: 
Stormtrooper (XS) North East Nose, Aonach Dubh. Photo: 
Willie Todd; climber Phil McNeil/. Right: Right Wall (HXS) 
Dinas-y-Gromlech. Photo: Gavin Peat; climber, Phil Davison. 





Left: Profit of Doom (XS}, Curbar Edge. Pete Gomersall on John Allen 's technical test piece. The ability to hang around long enough to place 
protection is tested as much as the ability to climb. Photo's: Pete Livesey. Above: an unknown climber on Darius (XS}, Matlock High Tor. 
Photo: Phil Gibson. Below: two of the most consistent climbers of the 'lO's "at it". Pete Livesey (left) on the first free ascent, as yet 
unrepeated, of Cave Route (HXS) Gordale Scar; Ron Fawcett (right) on Stone Tapes (XS) Shepherds Crag, Borrowdale. Photos: Livesey 
collection. 
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A selection of seaside rock. Top left: Tony Barley attempting 'something new' but actually on the second pitch of Positron (XS) Craig 
Gogarth. Photo Livesey. Top right: the other classic seaside area, Cornwall. Tom Jones on Calibran (XS) Chair Ladder. Photo: Chris 
Griffiths. Bottom left: Pat Littlejohn, major explorer of sea cliffs, on Hyperspace (XS) Mother Carey 's Kitchen, Pembrokeshire. Photo: 
Chris King. Bottom right: Mick Fowler, self admitted lover of loose rock, took the photo of partner Mike Morrison on the frighteningly 
loose Vulture (XS) Ci/an Head Cliffs, L!eyn Peninsula. 



Above: 'Cubby' Cuthbertson on the crux of The 
Challenge (XS) East Face, Aonach Dubh, Glencoe. Left: 
'Cubby' on the 2nd pitch of Space Walk (XS) Lower North 
East Nose, Aonach Dubh. Freakout/Ouiet Desparations 
takes a direct line up the cliff behind the be/ayer. There is 
an aid point above the roof and the climb then goes left 
before moving right to finish through the roofs. Crocodile 
traverses right to climb a groove just round the arete. 
Below: Dougie Mullin on the 1st pitch of Spacewalk. 
Photos: Rab Anderson. 



MOUNTAINS FOR SALE? 
by Yves Lau/an & Tony Toole 

HOW? 
Climbing is in the grip of commercialisation. 

The most obvious example, though far from a 
unique case, is Pierre Mazeaud's recent Everest 
Expedition. 

Undoubtedly great public interest has been 
created in climbing since it, in its tum, after tennis 
and golf, became a sport with mass participation. 
In addition, climbing accounts have the same 
appeal as ocean sailing stories and can satisfy the 
taste for tales of adventure and heroism. It is also 
true that the ever rising costs of expeditions 
abroad has presented commercial opportunities, 
first with the equipment manufacturers and then 
with the mass media, which certain climbers have 
not hesitated to exploit ruthlessly. 

In view of this it is impossible to underestimate 
the danger for climbing in seeing a sport known 
for its reserve and modesty turning itself into a 
circus act, and of a private experience turning into 
exhibitionism for a public of voyeurs. 

ls this mutation reversible? It is to be hoped so, 
because what is at stake from now on is nothing 
more or less than the very heart of climbing. 

The scourge of commercialisation 
Man has always liked to associate sport with 

spectacle. This has been true from antiquity, 
witness the Greek Olympic games and, in a more 
degraded way, the Circus Games of the declining 
Roman Empire. 

Climbing has so far escaped this fate for two 
reasons : because it was unfashionable and 
because, technically, it is not well suited to 
commercial exploitation. More simply also 
because the other mass appeal sports, football, 
rugby, and tennis, provided ample satisfaction 
for the appetite for sporting spectacle. 

But things are getting worse and the mountains 
are now equally threatened. The scourge which 
has put Beethoven on Dial-a-Disc telephone, 
Velasquez reproductions in railway waiting 
rooms now puts alpine climbing in the popular 
press. 

A classic example; the Mazeaud Expedition. 
A striking illustration of the development is the 

recent Everest Expedition run by the former 
member of the Chamber ofDepu ties and Minister 
of State for Youth and Sport, Pierrre Mazeaud. 
This has been described as, "As much a reporters 
climb as a climbers." (Le Monde, December 23, 
1978) It will not be remembered for its sporting 
achievement. Everest, in the 25 years since the 
first climb had already been climbed by71 people, 
including 2 women, and was done without 
oxygen by Messner and Habeler the previous 
spring, and it remains Everest. What is in question 
is not the performance but its exploitation. 

Mazeaud was under no illusions as to the 
commercial value of the climb, declaring a little 
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bluntly that 'the people will love it. ' The full range 
of the mass media, from the serious Le·Monde to 
the lightweight L'Express, not to mention French 
television and radio who were sponsors, 
responded generously to the hopes placed in 
them. 

The main avalanche fell not on the snow slopes 
of Everest but on the editorial rooms of Paris 
before, during and after the event. As well as a 
daily radio report by direct link every morning, 
there was a television film after they returned, a 
fully illustrated book published by Messrs Denoel 
within sixty days (probably a record for those who 
know the ways of publishers!), soon there will 
surely be a film and innumerable articles in just 
about every daily paper, weekly paper and 
magazine in France. 

It is possibly to object on an ethical level to this 
'unvirile' concept of mountaineering. It is as if one 
had raped a girl the better to sell her charms to the 
public. But it would be unjust not to pay tribute to 
the commercial abilities of Pierre Mazeaud and 
Jean Richard in undoubtedly making a massively 
worthwhile success of the climb. Yet the very size 
of the commercial success, aside from the carpers 
and the jealous (Le Monde, January 3, 1979), 
leaves behind the smell of fire and brimstone. 
Incontestably in and around this business a 
'certain idea' of mountains and a certain concept 
of climbing have been lost. 

Only an extreme case of a gene 
It is unjust to throw stones at Pierre Mazeaud. 

Certainly his enterprise is remarkable in the way 
that he has, as never before, closely associated a 
major expedition with showbiz. Certainly no 
expedition before has been so quickly and astutely 
marketed. But it should be remembered that this 
example is far from unique. It should, on the 
contrary, be seen as part of a general tide of 
commercialisation which so far has spared the 
mountains but which is lapping around them 
today and may one day submerge them. 

It is possible to see a day when some climber, 
like a property speculator selling houses which are 
not yet built, will sell to some paper a climb on a 
face of some far off mountain before doing it; he 
will leave for the hill and on his return, having 
failed, present an existing climb as a new one. Or a 
time when teams of climbers, or the top hard men, 
will offer themselves, negotiating for the best 
price, to do new routes. This time is not that far 
away if you take into account the way that some 
climbers already seem incapable of going 
climbing without several cameramen and film 
makers on the team, or that others have 
commercialised their exploits in public halls, or 
yet others covered their artificial expense by 
selling jewelry ice-axes and pitons. 

A degenerative mutation for climbing 
This change, perhaps irreversible, will not take 

place without a profound loss to climbing. 
Without wishing to fall into the currently 
fashionable metaphysical purism, is has to be 
stated that until now the mountains have 

remained the province of a certain amateurism. It 
.is the best sort ofamateurism, in the noblest sense 
of the word, seen better than anywhere in the very 
high standards that the professional guides set 
themselves. We cliinb for ourselves and among 
ourselves, the climbers. 

All this changes when someone climbs to be 
seen. In other words when one climbs for others 
and for other reasons, ie for the public or for 
money. This is what is beginning to happen. A 
degradation of the sport will certainlyresultforthe 
simple reason that climbing, more thanjustabout 
any other sporting activity, is; in an almost 
Medieval mystic sense, an intangible and 'un
describable' activity. It is difficult, almost 
impossible, to communicate an emotional 
experience because emotion by its very nature is 
hidden internally. Only someone who has done 
the same or a comparable climb can understand 
the suffering or the sum total of rich experience 
that it offers. It is for this reason that the noblest 
expression of climbing, almost the sublimation of 
climbing, is to solo. 

Just like making love, solo climbing is not very 
photogenic. ls it going to become necessary, just 
as in the Japanese No theatre plays, to emit grunts 
and growls to explain, for the benefit ofthe public, 
something which is supposed to be lived through? 

Is it going to be necessary, as in pornography, to 
use tricks to make public what can only be second
hand emotions? Or to titillate the audience with 
great displays of explicit gestures like a stripper? Is 
it possible that climbers will behave like strippers, 
and that climbing will become a sport for a public 
of voyeurs? We' re not there yet, but perhaps we 
aren't that far off. 

Financing expeditions, a heavy load 
Excuses and justification are readily available. 

The most frequently used is that expeditions get 
more serious, more far-flung and therefore more 
expensive, and that they have to be paid for. For 
example, the Mazeaud trip had 300 porter, 10 tons 
of gear (including ¾ton of camera gear and 
35,000ft offilm) not to mention the aeroplane and 
helicopter flights. It cost I million francs, of which 
French television paid 500,000 F and Radio 
France 150,000 F. 

To pay such enormous bills there are two 
possibilities. Sponsorship for publicity by 
equipment manufacturers is one way to pay. But if 
you want to go far, ordo well, the best commercial 
opportunities are offered by commercialisation in 
the mass media. 

In this context it should be noted that the most 
telling argument with the leader of the German 
trip - when asked if a team of 4 French climbers 
could join a German team already strong enough 
to reach the summit - was the possibility of 
obtaining considerable financial support for the 
exclusive daily reports. Because of this it was 
possible to see journalists resplendant in bright 
new gear at large in the Himalayas for the greater 
satisfaction of their beloved customers. But, the 
expeditions of the past never had recourse to such 
expedients. 



As well as expeditions it is less and less easy for 
men to live in the mountains. Professional guides 
are having a hard time; provable by the fact that 
many of them now have another main job and 
only guide as a sideline. 

But there too some have managed to find the 
line which separate the acceptable from the 
indecent in their attempts to gain a reputation and 
the advantages attached to it. 

Mortal danger for mountains 
It is clear that the idea of'a mountain at every

one's front door' constitutes a moral threat to 
climbing. Until now popularisation of any 
particular mountain area has not resulted in a 
greater degree of respect for nature, but its 
destruction. As regards the ecological threat, 
anyone who has the slightest interest in such 
problems cannot fail to be concerned by the way 
that the mountains are being marketed like 
consumer goods. The zebra stripes of roads are 
getting higher into the hills to reach virtually every 
face no matter how steep or hidden. The roads 
lead to newly built chalets or renovated barns or 
allow motorists to take high altitude picnics. 
Projects for building hotels on prestigious 
summits have been deferred for the time being, 
but until when? 

Less serious danger for climbing 
For anyone concerned with climbing the loss of 

the reserve which is the dignity of the sport is 
regrettable. But there is worse. The taste for the 
spectacular and exhibition represents a 
denaturing of the heart of climbing. The old ideal 
of 'testing oneself against the mountain' is 
menaced by dangerous deviations brought in by 
the taste for things that illustrate themselves, 
explain themselves, for anything sensational 
which attracts the spectators interest. Weare now 
a long way from 'communion between man and 
mountain' and much nearer to an Alpine circus. 

What to do? Is it believable that our age, having 
made a profit from classical music, then from 
masterpieces of painting, will sell climbing by the 
pound? Not unbelievable, just a crying shame! 

WHERE? 
While each thing in the world passes through 

the different phases of its life, the hills appear 
changeless. Things are born: living creatures, 
cities, nations, civilisations; they develop rapidly 
and vigorously toward a maturity in which they 
think they will last forever. Then the struggle for 
their immortality becomes burdensome. They 
lose interest in the struggle; fade, become sick and 
degenerate, and finally die, leaving no more than a 
memory, if even that, to mark their passing. Yet 
the hills remain, lofty and imperishable. They 
seem to have attained that goal of immortality for 
which the whole Universe strives. Great towering 
bastions of strength and durability, they poke their 
craggy heads through the clouds, and frown 
contemptuously on all below, as ifto say, "lam 
Lord. Approach me if you dare." Stark and 
arrogant they seem to challenge the ravages of 
time, and shake their rocky fists at the Gods of 
death and destruction. 

Yet even here, the appearance of timelessness is 
an illusion. There was a time when the hills did not 
exist. There will come a time, as there does for all 
things under Heaven, when even they will bow 
their heads, fade away and cease to exist. Their 
violent aspect is a constant reminder of the 

1he heart of a National Park, Snowdonia, sold to make electricity for a country with 6(})/o too much. 

violence in which they were born. Great forces, small pieces of the debris fall from their positions 
such as the Earth has long forgotten, rent gaping ofeminence to the ground below, never to return. 
caverns in its skin, through which the white hot Thewaters, whichcondensefromthesilenthearts 
contents of its stomach were vomited into a of the impalpable mists, fall gently to the 
boiling sea. Further retching, and agonised mountain slopes and vanish below the surface, to 
convulsions of the great body pushed this reappear at a lower level as a bubbling, chattering 
excrement toward the sky, as if it were crying out spring, are even more relentless in their 
for an end to the torment. But the torment did not destruction. Their steady filing continues year 
cease. Anew punishment came in the form of vast after year, century after century without respite, 
quantities of ice and snow, which covered until what was once an imperceptible depression 
everything. If its progress were blocked, it merely becomes a deep trench. Sometimes, impatient 
piled up reserves, until its great weight ground and with the slow progress of its cutting, it will seek 
tore at the obstacles in its path until they gave way. furtherassistance from its mother Cloud, who will 
Then the torture slowly relented. The ice oblige by throwing down unimaginable numbers 
retreated, leaving the hills battered but not of her progeny, so that the work of centuries may 
defeated by the conflict. be accomplished in a night. Even the gentle winds, 

Since that time, the forces of destruction have which dart playfully up and down the gullies and 
been less all-pervading though more insidious in kiss the rocks as they pass, have a hidden weapon. 
their action. The winter frosts creep into crannies Miniscule dust particles, each one so insignificant 
in the rocks, expand them until they crack, letting by itself, become formidable by their number, as 

25 



they batter the hardest rock into submission. So is 
the mountain's hope of immortality doomed to a 
dusty failure. 

Can we look elsewhere for a more successful 
attempt? 

But let us linger a while in the hills, for all is not 
hard, senseless, crystalline rock. Over the 
changing face creeps a thin envelope, 
heterogeneous and extremely tenacious. 
Although the individual molecules in this 
envelope will inevitably die, they have the power 
to reproduce their own kind. The layer varies in 
thickness from only a fraction of a millimetre to 
several inches, yet it invades even the most 
inaccessible of places. Its apparent fragility is 
illusory. When swept away by the forces which 
tear the rocks to pieces, it returns with renewed 
vigour to re-colonise. It comes in many col'ours: 
greens, greys, reds, blues. Sometimes it is 
stationary; sometimes it slides, crawls, walks or 
flies. But always it is there. Surviving. On even the 
most steep, most barren and inhospitable piece of 
rock, some living thing can find the sustenance it 
needs to pursue its path through life. Not only 
does it manage to survive against sometimes 
appalling odds, but over many generations, it has 
adapted to its environment, so that now it can 
thrive in this place,andinnoother. It has achieved 
some success in its search for immortality, but at a 
price. It has become trapped in a mode of 
existence from which it cannot escape. In a 
rudimentary fashion, it can perceive its own 
locality, but is oblivious of all else. 

But now, an alien life form intrudes onto the 
scene. Not naturally adapted to this harshness. He 
is nevertheless prepared to challenge iL !tis many 
centuries since He had to do battle against Nature 
in order to survive. Now, He has subjugated 
Nature to His own will, and has changed it beyond 
recognition, so that only the uninhabitable places, 
like the mountains, have retained their glory. But 
in gaining so much, He has lost something of His 
own nature; part of His very soul has been 
sacrificed in His quest for mastery. There was a 
time when He knew that the Universe was made 
for Him alone, and revolved around Him. He had 
been given the stewardship of the Universe, and 
could do no wrong. But of these things He is no 
longer certain. He has forsaken the eternal values 
of the spirit, which once sustained Him, in favour 
of the more perishable ones of the body, and as a 
result, has begun to doubt the existence of His 
soul. Perhaps this is what brings Him away from 
the soft comforts of His home, away from the 
mindless pleasures and the roar and bustle of 
others of His kind, away from the symmetry of the 
concrete megaliths, which in spite of themselves 
have often transcended their banal origins. 
Perhaps a search for His lost identity has made 
Him forsake that which is familiar and requires 
little or no effort to understand and assimilate, in 
favour of discomfort, hardship, uncertainty, 
possibly even His own annihilation. Here in the 
tortured wilderness of the mountains He can be 
totally alone, and can search, undistracted, into 
His inner self. Perhaps His experience of the high 
places can open that door, so long closed, which 
leads to the limitless future He once knew he 
possessed. 

WHY? 
The reasons why men climb mountains have 

always been a mystery. To the non-climber, it is a 
pointless and foolhardy activity. He may, from his 
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armchair, award a measure of grudging 
admiration to the courage and toughness of the 
mountaineer, but he gives no sympathy when 
such courage is rewarded by death or serious 
injury. He merely smiles to himself with the 
complacency of one who foresaw the inevitable 
consequences and had the good sense to steer 
clear of them himself. To the mountaineer, even 
as he hangs poised over a vertiginous void, the 
reasons are no less a mystery. Should he pause for 
a moment to attempt a rationalisation of his 
obsession, he would be forced to agree with the 
non-climber that his activity serves no useful 
purpose. The answer that it affords pleasurable 
exercise in beautiful surroundings is no 
explanation for frequently the discomfort or 
even suffering involved more than 
counterbalances any pleasures that may be had, 
and the beauty is, more often than not, hidden 
behind a screen of drab grey, or even sometimes 
ugly rock, or thick mist and driving rain. it is 
sometimes said that the mountains pose a 
challenge to the adventurous spirit of Man. 
Perhaps they do, but then, the most humdrum of 
lives can be full of challenge. The wholeofhuman 
history is the tale of Man's responses to such 
challenge. And by Man, I mean the common men, 
for it is they who make History, not the so-called 
Great Men, who merely flow with the current, by 
accident of their position in the stream, happen to 
reflect the brightest rays of the Sun of Progress. 
There is challenge in finding one's place in 
Society; there is challenge in the work in which 
one chooses to engage; there is challenge in 
holding together a family against external, 
disruptive forces that threaten to tear it apart; there 
is ehallenge in raising that family to inherit and 
improve the future which one is trying to create; 
there is challenge in these and many other 
activities more than sufficient to occupy the most 
adventurous of men for many lifetimes without 
their having to resort to the creation of new 
challenges which would otherwise not exist. 

When I look around at my friends, and talk to 
them, I am forc.ed to the conclusion that they have 
no genuine reason for wanting to climb 
mountains, and often do so only as a result of a 
chance occurrence. When I ponder on some men 
in particular, many of them among the most 
proficient experts of the sport, I realise that 
they could equally have been expert 
in some other, totally unrelated field 
of activitiy. They might have achieved suprem
acy in football, golf, tennis, sailing or 
in a certain place, with a certain amount of spare 
energy waiting to be burned up. At such time, they 
saw before them a hill or a rock-face rather than a 
ball, a golf course, a tennis racquetorayacht. They 
burned up the energy and enjoyed doing so, with 
the result that they returned to repeat the 
experience. Very soon, they came into contact 
with others whoweredoingthesame,and within a 
matter of hours, or perhaps minutes, new friends 
were made: friends who had a much more 
infectiously serious attitude toward their sport 
The infection spread quickly, and the newcomers 
found themselves to be members of a thriving 
fraternity, so much so that they came to believe 
that they had always wanted to be mountaineers, 
and that nothing else could have satisfied them. 
Thereafter, their progress would have followed a 
pattern which would differ, from one to another, 
only in its details. 

They would soon have learned that climbs 
varied in difficulty from staircase ease to virtual 
impossibility, and with this knowledge would 
have come an awareness of an intensely 

competitive atmosphere - an air of competition, 
not as they may have expected, between man and 
mountain, but between man and man. They 
would have begun to measure their worth not in 
terms of how they performed on a particular 
climb, but by a comparison of their achievements 
with those of others. No matter how much 
climbing they did, they would have realised they 
they must reach a certain high standard of 
competence, and maintain it regularly, before 
they would be generally accepted by the fraternity 
as full members. Their dedication would have 
increased until they had attained this standard. 
Then they would have seen ahead of them the 
select group which comprised the acknowledged 
masters of the sport: those who consistently 
climbed to the highest standards of all, on pieces 
of rock which seemed reserved for then:iselves 
alone. It would be the names of these few they 
would have heard in conversation, or read of in 
the magazines, as they succeeded where few 
others attempted to go, or perhaps where none 
had succeeded before them. They may have tried 
to join this group, or more likely, they would have 
seen the standard as beyond them, and remained 
content with consolidating their already won 
positions. Whichever choice they made, they 
would have found their own level of achievement, 
held it for a year or two, then begun to slide down 
from it, as their lives took on new direction and 
commitments. Perhaps they may have made an 
effort to hang on fora while longer, but they would 
have found it increasingly difficult to do so. They 
would have found themselves creeping slowly 
toward middle age, casting an ever more nostalgic 
look back to a brief period in their lives in which 
they tasted a sweet freedom, but which bore no 
relation to what was to come. During that period, 
the climbing of rock faces and mountains would 
have seemed to be an end in itself, but the 
retrospect of maturity would show it to be what it 
really was: a brief escape from care; a transient 
interlude between the frustrations ofadolescence 
and the responsibilities of adulthood; a pleasant 
field in which they had lingered, and wandered 
aimlessly until the current of passing humanity 
had dragged them back into the throng. 

But there are some, perhaps no more than one 
or two in a generation, who do not seem to follow 
the pattern. They neither allow themselves to be 
swept along by the main current nor swirled in the 
eddies, but see their lives as progressing in a 
direction oftheirown choosing, and pick their way 
carefully from one stepping stone to the next. 
Sometimes they swim in midstream; sometimes 
they splash about in a backwater, but never to no 
purpose. They see each move as leading to a 
particular goal, which once attained is quickly 
forsaken for the next. These goals may appear to 
have significance only for the person concerned, 
but once achieved, they change, if ever so slightly, 
the direction in which the main river flows. I often 
feel that if a sufficiently large number of men were 
prepared to act in this manner, then perhaps the 
whole course of the riv<U' could be altered. 
Tony Toole .& 

Summary 
An attack on blatant commercialisation of 

climbing, prompted by recent events in France. 
The author is a climber, ecologist, committee 
memberofthe SCAF and ChiefEconomist for the 
Societe Generale. 

An essay on the reason and purpose of 
climbing by Tony Toole, part of a forthcoming 
novel. The author is a climber and teacher from 
the North ofEngland. 



NEPALESE NORTH WALL 
Above: Kangche,Uunga, North Face and Northwest Ridge 
seen from Pang Pema. The westerly,jetstream, wind blows 
snow from the ridgealmost continuously. The last expedition 
to try the mountain from this side was in in 1930. These 
photos and the ones that follow were taken by Georges 
Bellembourg, Pete Boardman, Doug Scali and Joe Tasker 
during their climb in April/May 1979. For a full account of 
this climb, and other attempts on Kangche,Uunga, see the 
article by Norman Dyhrenfurth on p34. Below left: the 
3,000ft West Face of the North Col. A climber is visible on a 
snow ridge in the centre, the climb is marked. Below right: a 
view down thefirst steep section,just below the climber in the 
other photo. 
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Above: the route and camps (numbered). N = North Col (22,600ft) S = rock 
buttress, known as the 'Sugarloaf in the ]O's, the summit of the Northeast Spur 
and the last major technical obstacle (25,000ft). W = col crossed in the storm 
when the tent was blown away (26,000ft) C = 'The Croissant', the rock buttress 
beneath which the last snow cave was dug. P = Pinnacles, junction with 1955 
Route coming from the other side. Y = Yalung Kang. Below left: Georges 
Bettembourg on brittle ice at 22,000ft on the West Face of the North Col. Behind 
him the horrendous serac walls of the North Face, to be attempted by a Japanese 
expedition in 1980/Below right: leaving Camp 2 (19,000ft)withpoles to mark the 
glacier route to theface. Avalanchesfrom the Twins (left edge of photo above)jilled 
the basin almost hiding the poles. Unfortunately the cleft stick with a message 
visible by the rear figure was accidentally taken up the mountain,luckily the 
message wasn't important! 



Above left: Tasker climbing the short, grade 4, difficult 
section on the 'Sugarloaf. Above right: approaching the 
'Sugarloaf in the relentless wind. The step was climbed 
via the snow slope leading up left to right above the rear 
climber. Below left: Boardmanclimbingjustbelowthe 
North Col in a blizzard. Below centre: Scott throwing 
snow into Sikkim from the Camp 4 snow cave. Bottom: 
Scott, in a more restful moment at Camp 4, in his own 
words, "Preparing/or the journey". 
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Above left: the saddest moment of the climb, Georges 
Bellembourg, who had worked hard to force the route to 
the North Col, retreatingfrom Camp 4 - behind him The 
Twins and the Andean snow fluting of the East sideofthe 
North Co/which repulsed Cooke and the Hunts in 1937. 
Above: Tasker leaves the top snow cave on the summit 
day. Below left: Scott coming up to Tasker at 26,800ft 
on the summit climb. Behind isthesummitofthe Eastern 
Spur and the appalling snow ridge which twice defeated 
Bauer's expeditions. Below Centre: Boardman at the 
col by the Pinnacles. Bottom: Bettembourg and 
Boardman braced against the hurricaneforce wind on 
the Great Scree Terracejust above the 'Sugarloaf' during 
the retreat after the tent was blown away. 



Above: the summit photo, left to right, Boardman, Tasker, Scott. Above right: storm brewing over 
Jannufor the descenl. Below: Tasker belaying Boardman at 28, 100ft, in the background the South 
Peak. Below centre: traversing the broken ground from the Pinnacles, behind the ridge leads to 
Ya lung Kang. Bottom: resting200ft below the summit. Joe Brown 'sfamouscrackclimbs the rocks to 
the left, the climb continued round to the right and up. Overleaf: the upper 2,000ft of the climb seen 
by telephotofrom Base Camp. Climbers arevisibleon the great snow slope in line with the right hand 
edge of the apparent summit ridge. 
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KANGCHENJUNGA 
by G. 0. and Norman Dyhrenfurth 

Among the 8000-meter peaks, Kangchenjunga 
is undoubtedly the mightiest: Measuring some 
eight miles in length and five miles in width, it has 
five "summits" and two "secondary'' elevations: 

I. P. 7780 (25,525ft), a crest in the ridge 
leading from Zemu gap to the South Peak. 

2. The South Peak (27,868ft = 8494m), 
where the East Ridge, SSW-Ridge and Summit 
Ridge meet. 

3. The Centre Peak, 27,875 feet (8496m), 
frequently not ranked as a summit. 

4. The Main Summit, 28,208 feet (8598m). 
5. The West Peak, 27,668 feet (8433m), 

known as Yalung Kang. 
6. Kangbachen Peak, 25,925 feet (7802m). 
7. Spur Summit, 25,263 feet (7700m), 

culminating point of the Eastern Spur above 
Zemu Glacier. 

Until the opening of Nepal's borders, in 1950, 
the Kangchenjunga region was perhaps the best 
known in the entire Himalaya and had been more 
frequently visited than any other group in the 
whole range. It is therefore necessary in a brief 
historical review to confine our attention to the 
expeditions which have actually attempted to 
climb the mountain: 

1905: The first expedition operated under an 
unlucky star. I ts "manager'' was Aleister Crowley, 
later to become a controversial figure. (See 
Mountain 11). The other Europeans were an 
Italian, R de Righi, and three Swiss, Dr. Jacot
Guillarmod, Alexis A Pache and Charles A 
Reymond. The whole organisation was most 
unsatisfactory and in no way adequate for its plans 
to climb the peak from the southwestern, i.e. 
Yalung side. 

With 230 porters it set out from Darjeeling on 
August 8th, in the middle of the monsoon. 
Travelling by the Singalila Ridge and Semo La 
(15,288ft), the advance party reached the last 
inhabited place in Nepal, the two lonely huts at 
Tseram (12,490ft), in ten days. From there a line of 
camps was pushed, first along the bank of the 
Yalung Glacier, then along this huge rock-strewn 
rive ofice. To Camp 5, at about 18, 700ft, progress 
had been on rock, and the porters had been able to 
walk bare-footed; but now they were faced with 
steep snow slopes, and it immediately became 
evident that most of the high-altitude porters had 
no boots and that the expedition's equipment 
was extr:mely poor in every respect. It is hardly 
surprising that at Camp 6, about 20,000ft, some of 
these poor devils tried to desert. One of them fell to 
his death. 

From Camp 7 (20,500ft) Pache made a short 
reconnaissance to an estimated 21,325ft -
probably too high a guess. It was quite clear to 
every member of the pary that any real attempt to 

The world's third-highest mountain has a Tibetan name of great beauty 
and deep meaning: Kang--chen-dzO-nga. Kang - snow, chen - bi~ 
dzO - treasury, nga - five. The literal translation would be "snow-b1g
treasury-five", or .. The five treasuries of the great snows". perhaps from t~e 
five principal summits of the mountain mass. but more likely from its 
application to the five main glaciers. A magnificent name, though pcr~aps 
rather difficult for the casual observer. British writers have angloc1sed 1t to 
.. Kangchenjunga", which comes close to the phonetics of the 1! be tan _word . 
The Germans shortened it to .. Kantsch", a nickname which - in the 
author's opinion at least - borders on blasphemy, 
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climb Kangchenjunga was out of the question. 
However, while Crowley and Reymond remained 
at Camp 7, the other three Europeans, 
accompanied by three porters, set off on one rope 
in the following order: Guillarmod in the lead, to 
improve the route, then de Righi, followed by two 
porters; Pache came fifth, and the sixth man was 
Guillarmod's personal servant, who had been 
lent a pair of climbing boots and some crampons 
by his master. The two porters in the middle kept 
on sliding, but so Jong as the party stayed close to 
the fall-line, Pache always managed to hold them. 
On a traverse, however, the third man pulled the 
fourth out ofhis steps, and this time the pull on the 
rope was too much. Pache flew headlong, the last 
man after him, and the four slid helplessly down 
the slope. Guillarmod and de Righi each had a 
good stance which offered some hope, but at the 
very moment of maximum stress on the rope the 
snow they were clinging to peeled off in an 
avalanche. Guillarmod managed to stay on top 
and soon freed de Righi, who was only slightly 
covered, but the others were deeply buried. 
Although the rope showed the way toward them, 
it was difficult at first to do anything. Guillarmod 
and de Righi had lost their axes, all they could do 
was to dig with their bare hands and shout to 
nearby Camp 7 for help. This at least brought 
Reymond to the scene with some ice-axes, but 
Crowley, the leader of the expedition, remained 
calmly in his tent - as he himselfadmits - drinking 
tea and writing a long report for his newspaper, the 
Pioneer, which later was to appear in print on the 
11th September, 1905. He explained that he was 
not particularly alarmed, but that accidents of this 
sort belonged to the realm of things he didn't care 
for! He did, however, promise to come down to 
the sceneofthe accident on the next day and have a 
look - a promise he kept, remaining there a very 
short time before he returned to Darjeeling. Any 
further comment would be superfluous. 

It took three days before the victims could be 
dug out. The three dead porters were buried by 
their comrades in a crevasse. Pache was buried on 
the rock island near Camp 5. A simple monument 
of stone was then erected and the spot is marked as 
Pach e's Grave on Marcel Kurz's 1: 100'000 map. 

So ended the first attempt to climb 
Kangchenjunga, and the mighty peak had claimed 
it first five victims. Locally it was said that the God 
ofKangchenjunga will not permit an approach to 
his throne. But we must remember clearly that the 
failure of this poorly organised and ill-led 
expedition is no true measure and has little 
importance in terms of Himalayan exploration in 
general. The cause of the catastrophe was not one 
of those huge ice avalanches, butjl;!stan ordinary 
snow-slab such as can be released on any fairly 
steep slope, especially during the monsoon 
period. Moreover, human fallibility had a great 
deal to do with the fatal outcome. 

1920: In September of this year Harold 
Raeburn and C G Crawford were at work on the 
same southwestern side of the peak. This was 
more in the nature of a reconnaissance which, 

instead of following the 1905 route, took a line 
some way to the east, towards Talung Saddle. 
Here the threat of avalanche seems to have been 
very serious indeed. The most important 
achievement was the crossing of Ratong La, 
17,050ft, to the southwest ofKabru (24, 124ft). 

1925: After the great Himalayan pioneer Dr A 
M Kellas had reached Zemu Gap (19,230ft), the 
notch at the base ofKangchenjunga's East Ridge, 
from the north, a Greek expedition under N. A 
Tombazi succeeded in gaining its crest by the 
more difficult southern precipices. 

1929: Francis E. Farmer, a young American 
with limited experience, had the idea of climbing 
the mountain by its Southwest face, and alone at 
that! He had kept his daring plan a complete 
secret. Leaving his three porters behind at a camp 
on the Yalung Glacier, he pushed on towards the 
Talung Saddle ... into the great white silence. No 
one knows whether he perished in a crevasse or in 
an avalanche. With all respect to such tenacity of 
purpose, it must be stated that such an attempt did 
not have the slightest chance of success and in 
truth represented little more than a somewhat 
elaborate, romantic form of suicide. 

Francis Farmer's mother back in New Rochelle 
in the State of New York kept waiting and hoping 
for her son's return - for many years. In her 
dreams she saw him at the Lamasery of 
Detsenroba in the Yalung Valey, living there as a 
Lama, but virtually a prisoner. With all her being 
she clung to that belief, supported by clairvoyants 
and spiritualists. When she heard that Prof. Dr. G. 
O. Dyhrenfurth was to lead an expedition to 
Kangchenjunga in 1930, she implored him in 
letters and telegrams to make a special search for 
her son. When the expedition - in compliance 
with Mrs. Farmer's wishes - arrived at the site of 
Detsenroba, there were nothing but ruins and the 
graves of the last Lamas who had died more than 
fifty years before. Perhaps Francis Farmer too had 
reached his Nirvana, high on the flanks of Kang
chenjunga ... 

Also in 1929astronggroupofGermanclimbers 
under Paul Bauer attempted the mountain. It was 
the first serious effort with reasonable chances of 
success. On the expedition's arrival in India it was 
still uncertain - owing to the lack of permit -
whether they would be heading for Nanga Parbat, 
Kamet or Kangchenjunga. Finally permission to 
enter Sikkim settled the question. 

Seen from Darjeeling, Kangchenjunga 
presents a superb view. Its southern and eastern 
flanks can be reached in fairly short march-ins and 
with the least expense. Thanks to Freshfield's 
"Round Kangchenjunga" in 1899, the mountain 
was already well known. In his classic book, 
superbly illustrated with photographs taken by 
Vittorio Sella, he had drawn attention to the 
Eastern Spur and the North North West Face as 
possible routes to the summit 

Those who took part in Paul Bauer's expedition 
were: Eugen Allwein, Peter Aufschnaiter, Julius 
Brenner, Ernst Beige!, Wilhelm Fendt, Karl von 
Kraus, Joachim Leupold and Alexander 



Thoenes, a total of nine men. There were also two 
liaison officers, both British, H. W. Tobin and E. 
0 . Shebbeare, on whom rested the responsibility 
for the porters. The team left Europe at the end of 
June, the plan being to usethewetsummerseason 
for the approach and the reconnaissance, and to 
try for the summit in the autumn, after the 
monsoon. This was in contrast with the 
experience of most earlier expeditions, above all 
the British attempts on Everest, which had mostly 
been carried out before the monsoon. Pros and 
cons of the monsoon season are the absence of 
snow on a summer march-in, offset by down
pours amounting to cloudbursts which result in 
appalling trail conditions. Then, on the mountain 
itself, the work has to bedoneundertheveryworst 
snow and weather conditions, until the fine 
autumn weather sets in. The date on which the 
good weather begins is also subject to great 
variations from one season to another. 

The expedition left Darjeeling with eighty 
porters in two parties, following the old trade 
route between Sikkim and Tibet as far as Lach en. 
At the end of two weeks they had pitched their 
Base Camp ("Bavarian Camp ") on the Zemu 
Glacier, at a height of 15,420ft. Counting from 
Lachen, this was Camp 3. Advance Base was set 
up, after some reconnaissance, by the end of 
August on the upper Zemu Glacier, between the 
Eastern Spur and the East South East Ridge of 
Kangchenjunga. 

Until mid-September they tried to find a route 
to the base of the Eastern Spur that would be 
feasible for the porters, but to little avail. Another 
climbing-team moved up in thedirectionofZemu 
Gap to explore the possibility of a route from there 
to the South Summit (27,868ft) . Deep snow, 
objective dangers and the obvious technical 
difficulties of the East South East Ridge brought 
about an early withdrawal. Finally, it was decided 
to launch an attack on the Eastern Spur,as the only 
possible route on this side of the mountain. 

On September 16th the crest of the Spur was 
reached by way of the southern flank of its lower 
part, which is mostlyrockyandsplitintoanumber 
of ribs. From that point a precarious route had to 
be "built" in the literal sense of the word, 
struggling foot by foot up the heavy snow and ice 
armourofthe ridge, continually hindered in their 
appalling labours by bad weather and heavy snow 
falls. This sector of the Eastern Spur has since 
become famous for the built-in "horrors" of a 
route that leads around, over and even through 
towers and mushrooms of snow and ice which top 
the crest of the ridge. Camp 7 was the last tent
camp on the side of the Spur. Camps 8, 9 and 10, 
by contrast, were snow caves which offered 
greater safety and protection from the cold. It 
would have been impossible to put up tents on this 
sort of terrain. 

Camp 10, at 23,000ft, past the most serious 
difficulties of the Spur, was established on the 2nd 
and 3rd ofOctober. Itwas now felt that the time for 
a massive assault had come. On October 3rd 
Allwein and Kraus pushed on to a height of 
23,600ft through deep snow - the highest point 
reached in 1929. As far as they could see, the 
remainder of the Eastern Spur presented no 
further obstacles. At this moment an unusually 
heavy blizzard set in which lasted five days, 
keeping everyone imprisoned in their snow-holes 
and cutting all lines of communication between 
camps along the Spur. The subsequent retreat was 
carried out without human casualties, but a 
certain amount of material was lost as loads were 
jettisoned from the crest of the ridge. By mid
October the expedition was safely off the Spur, 
and the hike back to Lachen was carried in 
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continuously bad weather conditions. 
This first serious attempt to get past the 

immense belt of precipices had been successfully 
concluded. The Eastern Spur was shown to offer 
the safest line even under the most hostile 
conditions. Had a retreat been dictated under 
similar circumstances on a face climb, it would 
almost certainly have ended in disaster. At the 
point where any further advance was prevented by 
exceptionally bad weather, the men were 
convinced that they had found the right approach 
to the summit, and that there were no really 
serious difficulties - when compared with those 
already overcome - to be encountered. Theirs was 
a highly successful venture indeed. Never before 
had so severe a route been literally hacked out of 
an 8000-meter peak. 

1930: G. 0 . Dyhrenfurth had read Freshfield's 
assessment of the possibilities of either the 
Eastern Spuror the approach from the Northwest. 
As far back as 1927 he envisioned an attempt by 
the former and prepared an international 
expedition for 1929. When his application was 
by-passed in favour of Paul Bauer's for the same 
objective, it was with more than casual interest 
that Dyhrenfurth awaited the final outcome of the 
Munich climbers' brave attempt. 

Not wishing to stand accused offollowing in the 
foot-steps of others - such considerations of ethics 
may seem strange in this day and age with its 
throng before the crib - , the 1930 International 
Himalayan Expedition preferred to attack the 
mountain from the Northwest. To do this, 
however, required a permit from the Government 
of Nepal, something that expeditions had been 
unable to obtain for decades. Through the good 
offices of His Highness Bhim Shum Sher, 
Maharaja of Nepal, this problem was solved. 
There was now no obstacle in the way beyond the 
notable difficulties, for a large expedition, of the 
approach over high passes, among them Kang La, 
more than 16,600ft in elevation. This is of course a 
much more difficult undertaking than the 
approach by the Zemu Glacier on the mountain's 
eastern side. 

The 1930 International Himalayan Expedition 
was led by G O Dyhrenfurth. The other Swiss 
members - (Dyhrenfurth was actually of German 
origin, but having resided in Switzerland since 

1925, he acquired Swiss citizenship seven years 
later) - were his wife Hettie, Marcel Kurz as 
topographer and Charles Duvanel as film-maker. 
The German members were UI rich Wieland ( who 
died on Nanga Parbat in 1934), Hermann Hoerl in 
and Dr Helmuth Richter as physician. The Britons 
were Frank Smythe, J S Hannah and G Wood 
Johnson, while H W Tobin was in charge of the 
supply lines as far as Kang La. Erwin Schneider, 
creater of the excellent mountain maps of Eastern 
Nepal in recent years, was the only Austrian 
member. 

Based on experience gained on Everest, the pre
monsoon period was chosen for the attempt. By 
the end of March the party assembled in 
Da1jeeling and moved off towards Nepal, in three 
segments, in the first week of April. Kang La 
(16,600ft) was still buried under deep winter snow 
and presented a major obstacle. An almost 
insoluble back-log of loads developed here, 
because many of the 350 porters deserted, while 
others fell sick. These supply problems were quite 
unpleasant and kept the expedition's leadership 
on its toes. The three subsequent passes between 
the valleys of Yalung and Ghunza 2a were dis
posed of by forced marches, in appalling snow 
conditions, and after that the way to the Northwest 
face of Kangchenjunga lay open. But first there 
were difficult negotiations at Ghunza about 
provisions for the porters, and had it not been for 
the assistance of the Nepalese Government, the 
whole undertaking would have had to be called 
off. It was not until April 26th that Base Camp 
could be established at a height ofabout 16,600ft, 
west of Pangpema, on the north side of the Kang
chenjunga Glacier. 

Freshfield had suggested that the innermost 
corner of the North North West Face, below the 
North Col between Kangchenjunga and the 
Twins, might offer the best chance. It looked 
quite harmless in photographs, and even upon 
closer inspection on the scene itself, the climbers 
were deceived by its " innocent" appearance. One 
tends to underestimate the steepness of the 
slopes, owing to the sun being 19 degrees higher in 
the sky, resulting in shorter shadows. Alpine 
experience shows that a North Face which is sunlit 
on June 21st at noon cannot be steeper than 67 
degrees. Under similar conditions the North Face 
of a Himalayan peak can be 86 degrees just 4 
degrees short of vertical! Furthermore, not one of 
the climbers then present had ever witnessed an 
ice avalanche crash down overas much as I 0,000ft 
of precipitous mountain wall. 

The North North West Face ofKangchenjunga 
is structured in three gigantic shelves, separated 
by curtains of ice. The Face itself, which had 
originally come under consideration, had to be 
ruled out, but an attempt to climb the innermost 
corner across the first shelf, diagonally towards 
the North Ridge, seemed to offer reasonable 
chances of success. 

Not a single member of the party had any 
objection to this proposed route. The ice cliff 
between the first shelf and the glacier basin below 
looked harmless enough from a distance and not 
particularly difficult. Moreover, it offers the only 
means of getting past the 21,000-foot level on this 
side of the mountain. Once the first shelf is 
reached, there were - in everyone's opinion - two 
possibilities: either to continue climbing the Face 
to the second smaller and the third big shelf, 
which actually abuts the base of the summit cone; 
or, as was at the time judged more feasible, to 
negotiate a very steep ice slope and follow a 
diagonal band toward the North Ridge itself. 
From there it looked possible to traverse 
underneath the North Shoulder to the top of the 
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Eastern Spur. 
During the first days of May, two camps were 

pitched between Pangpema and the ice-cliffs of 
the first shelf. After Camp 2 - some thousand feet 
lower than the base of the cliffs - had been 
occupied and stocked, Hoerlin, Smythe, Wieland 
and Schneider pushed a route through the ice fall. 
Here they met with an unpleasant surprise, for 
what had appeared to be quite flat, was now found 
to require step cutting for the porters who would 
have to follow. The parts that had looked steep 
were almost vertical, and those previously 
considered to be vertical were actually over
hanging. It took four days to make the six
hundred foot ice fall safe for heavy load carrying, 
and this was only achieved by much fixed rope, 
numerous ice-pitons and an almost unbroken 
"staircase" of steps. 

On May 8th the men were hard at work on the 
ice-cliff. Hoerlin and Dyhrenfurth cut the last 
steps leading to the top of it, drove in pitons and 
tied ropes to them. The Sherpas Ki tar and Chettan 
worked closely behind them, hollowing out and 
improving the steps. As the work was finished late 
that afternoon, they were certain of being able to 
set up Camp 3 on the first shelf the next day. They 
were rather proud of what had been quite a bigjob. 

On the way down to Camp 2, Chettan pointed to 
the ice-cliff above and said: "no good, no good!" 
Then he tried, mainly by sign language, to indicate 
to his 'Burra Sahib· how dangerous he thought 
this sector of the route to be. He was fully entitled 
to do so, for he was one of the very best Sherpa 
climbers and, at that time, far ahead of his Sahibs 
in Himalayan experience. 
The following excerpts from Oyhrenfurth's 
diary are significant: 

"It was a warm night and most of us slept badly. 
The morning was grey and misty, with light snow 
flurries. Smythe had not been fit for a day or two 
and remained in Camp 2. Everybody else got 
ready to move up. I happened to be the first to 
start, leaving Camp with Chettan before the main 
party was ready u, leave. We carried pitons and 
ropes for the improvement of the last bit through 
the ice-cliff Chettan's rucksack was a good deal 
heavier than mine, so he was soon a Ii/lie way 
behind. 

Before one actually got on to the ice cliff there 
was a small level shelf and, at its edge, an 
enormous crevasse, which could only be crossed 
at one place by a narrow snow bridge, made safe 
by hand lines. I stopped for an instant and 
surveyed the whole layout of the route through the 
ice fall, towering above us in vertical steps. 

A high cracking sound was the first thing I 
heard. Then I saw that at the very top ofthecliff
somewhat to my right - an ice wall perhaps a 
thousand feet wide began slowly to topple 
forward. It seemed minutes, though I am sure it 
only lasted a matter of seconds, before the huge 
face broke and came crashing down in a gigantic 
avalanche of ice. The impact of the fragments 
whirled up a curtain of snow and ice particles 
which broadened with incredible velocity into a 
solid, perpendicular wall. 

I ran towards the left - if running is the right 
word for moving quickly in deep powder-snow at 
20,000ft - with little hope of escaping. It was a 
horrible feeling when the blast knocked me over, 
but as !fell I instinctively shielded by face with my 
arm. The uproar all around me wasfrightening. I 
lay in the snow and awaited death in oneform or 
another. lwasjilledwith a deepfeelingof regret at 
the prospect of being killed at any moment by the 
mountain, without being able to do anything 
about it, and without the slightest hope of 
survival. 
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Then, suddenly, an ominous silence set in. My 
subconscious mind began to marvel at my still 
being alive. I could see nothing: everything was 
blotted out by a thick cloud of snow and ice-dust. 
Slowly, very slowly, it se//led and then I saw, at 
first dimly, then moredistinctly, huge blocks of ice 
only a few paces away, and up above, on the ice
clijfs, afewtatteredropes, thesorryremainsofour 
route. I recall laughing out loud, only to/all back 
instantly into an agony of fear, and then I was 
engulfed by a feeling of utter isolation and 
loneliness. 

It was only then that thefirst rational thoughts 
came to mind. What had happened to Chettan? 
How had the othersfared? And the Camp? How 
was I to get back?Thebridgeoverthecrevassehad 
been destroyed and the abyss itself widened by 
some yards. I had the greatest difficulty in getting 
around it in the far corner of the glacier basin; 
then I ran along the lower lip of the crevasse and 
reached the edge of the avalanche. Moving a few 
yards down the slope I could make out dark 
figures a few hundred paces below. I recognised 
Wieland and a Sherpa hurrying up towards the 
cliff They hardly dared to hope that they would 
find me - let alonefind me alive. 

Chettan had been overwhelmed by the ice 
masses and carried along with them. The others 
were only caught in theperimeterzoneof thefront
running snow avalanche and were thus able to 
free themselves after a short time. According to 
Wieland's reportChettan too was quickly located 
and dug out. There was little sign of external 
injury, but an hour's artificial respiration/ailed 
to revive him. At therequestofhisfellowSherpas, 
he was laid to rest up there in the glacier. Honour 
to the memory of Che/Ian, one of the best of the 
'Tigers', quiet, reliable and courageous ... " 
The original plan was immediately abandoned, 

and another attempt was made on the Northwest 
Spur, by way of the Kangchenjunga Glacier's 
western branch. This Spur leads up to a great shelf 
beneath Kangbachen Peak (25,925ft), the 
westernmost of the mountain's five summits. 
There was also a remote chance of by-passing the 
Spur - which looked difficult even from afar - on 
its southern side, and of reaching the Kangbachen 
Sh elfin that way. This hope turned out to be short
lived: the Shelf broke off into an unclimable 
precipice which dropped off towards the Upper 
Ramtang Glacier. 

An attempt was made on the Northwest Spur, 
which represented the only remaining possibility 
on this side of the mountain. Its freedom from 
avalanche danger was an additional attraction - a 
very important consideration indeed after the dire 
experience on the other side. Hoerlin, Smythe 
and Wieland prepared thewayupasteepgullytoa 
deep notch in the Spur, then two rope parties of 
Dyhrenfurth-Smythe and Wieland-Schneider 
made a reconnaissance in force, with the latter pair 
pushing forward to the top of the first big rock
tower at about 21,000ft. This attempt proved the 
impossibility of a reasonable route up the Spur. 
The climbing was over extremely difficult, steep 
and ice-glazed rock; on the descent it was 
necessary to rope down almost every pitch. The 
North West Spur lies on the weather-side of the 
mountain and is fully exposed to the force of the 
wind. Its crest is covered with ice "mushrooms", 
and the rock is pretty rotten. It would have been a 
questionable business for the climbers, let alone 
for the porters. It was decided to give up on 
Kangchenjunga and turn to secondary objectives, 
among them Jongsong Peak, Nepal Peak and 
others. 

1931: Paul Bauer wished to take up where he had 
leftoffin 1929. Once again he attacked the Eastern 

Spur, but this time there were eleven climbers, as 
against nine before: Allwein, Aufschnaiter, 
Beige!, Brenner, Fendt and Leupold of the old 
team; the new men were Hans Hartmann, Hans 
Pircher, Hermann Schaller and Karl Wien. 

Bauer had once again chosen the monsoon and 
post-monsoon period, in spite of his bad 
experiences in 1929. His point of view in so doing 
may well have been that the good weather period 
before the monsoon would be insufficient for 
such difficult and long-drawn-out climbing. He 
also may have felt that in 1929 he had met with 
conditions quite exceptionally unfavourable for 
the normally fine weeks of the autumn period. 

Camp 3 was occupied on July 2nd, and on the 
13th the first relays reached Camp 6 at the base of 
the Eastern Spur. But the weather and snow 
conditions soon showed themselves even more 
inclement than previously. This time it took the 
climbers two whole months of incessant work to 
make the most difficult part of the ridge passable. 
They were beset by a series of misfortunes. One 
porter and Sirdar Lobsang fell ill and died. Two of 
the climbers developed appendix trouble, one 
had sciatica, others suffered from serious frostbite. 
Bauer himself strained his heart through over
exertion and nearly died at a high camp. All this 
might possibly have been avoided if oxygen had 
been brought along for medical purposes at least. 
The severest blow to the whole team and one 
which badly affected the morale of some of the 
Sherpas was the fatal fall ofHermann Schaller and 
Pasang, while moving up a ridge tower below 
Camp 8. This disaster set back the expedition's 
time table by several days. 

Compared with 1929, actual conditions on the 
ridge were far worse. An almost uninterrupted 
chain of difficulties brought the climbers at the 
beginning of September to about the same spot 
where Camp 10 had stood two years before. From 
there on the route seemed to get easier. Arduously 
they toiled upwards, and on the 17th of September 
Hartmann and Wien were the first to stand on the 
summit of the Eastern Spur (25,263ft), only to be 
dealt a crushing blow. Seen from a distance, the 
terrain here looks easy enough, for the Spur drops 
about200ftand then rises again forsome500ftina 
convex sweep to join the main North North East 
Ridge. Here the great advantages of the Spur route 
(second only to its safety from avalanches) - its 
sheltered position - had been turned into a 
veritable death-trap by the heavy monsoon 
snows. On this leeward slope lay drifts that had 
been blown across the main ridge and dumped 
here. Moreover, there were several fracture lines 
all too evident. On September 18th Allwein, 
Pircher and Wien had a good look at the critical 
area from the Spur Summit, but none of them 
could discern a safe way through the avalanche 
zone, nor any chance of avoiding it by a detour. 
There was nothing left but to retreat, distressing as 
the decision was. The withdrawal was 
accomplished without further mishaps and in 
good weather. by the end of September Advance 
Base (Camp 6) had been evacuated. 

The second assault on the Eastern Spur under 
Paul Bauer's leadership had failed, and in spite of 
the most careful planning it had cost four lives. As 
in 1929, the taming of a ridge which presented a 
high standard of technical climbing to its very top, 
was accomplished by the unflinching and devoted 
efforts of a group of climbers embued with the 
highest degree of skill and mountaineering 
experience. This undertaking surely represents 
one of the finest performances achieved to that 
date on one of the most difficult of all 8000m peaks. 

1933: The Houston Mount Everest Flight 
expedition made a sweep across Kangchenjunga, 



Above:/ tor, Taho Peak, Wedge Peak, Kangbachen. The Kangbachen line is similar to the 1930 attempt. Photo: StaneBelak 

but the weather was not clear, and the photo- On September 22nd, 1951, Frey, accompanied ment in the eye of most non-British 
graphic results quite unsatisfactory. by Britain's Gilmour Lewis, wrotetoDyhrenfurth mountaineers! 

1936: A German expedition to Sikkim, again 
under Bauer's leadership, attempted the East 
Summit of the Twins (22,983ft) by its East Ridge. 
Heavy monsoon snow compelled them to retreat 
at a height of about21,000ft. 

1937: Another small party from Munich visited 
the Zemu Basin. It was made up of Ernst Grob, a 
Swiss, and two Germans, Ludwig Schmaderer 
and Herbert Paidar. Again an attempt was made 
on the East Ridge of the Twins, and once more 
unstable snow conditions brought on failure. If a 
safe and not too difficult approach over this 
eastern summit to the main peak of the Twins 
could be found, it would yield not only a 
respectable first ascent, but should, theoretically, 
provide a somewhat circuitous route to the North 
Col and so to Kangchenjunga's North Ridge. In 
the authors opinion the North Col has a very 
definite strategic significance, only exploited 
much later. 

It is therefore of particular interest that, in the 
autumn ofl 93 7, a small British party consisting of 
C R Cooke, John Hunt and Mrs Hunt made the 
corl'l!sponding attempt to scale it from the Zemu 
side. Cooke, who had previously climbed Kabru 
II (24,076ft) with two of the best Sherpas, Pasang 
Kikuli and Sawa Thondup, carried out a very 
thorough reconnaissance from the Twins Glacier. 
The climb turned out to be difficult, indeed at 
times severe and exposed to falling stones, but -
almost against all expectations - not impossible. 
They appear to have reached a point about 
21,650ft up, only about a thousand feet below the 
North Col. 

1939: The three friends, Grob, Schmader and 
Paidar succeeded in a third ascent of Nepal Peak 
(23,470ft) - Erwin Schneider made a solo-ascent 
in 1930 - and in climbing Tent Peak (24,165ft). 
Another attempt on the Twins once again bogged 
down in heavy monsoon snow, leaving the 
problem of that approach to Kangchenjunga 
unsolved. 

1951: Georg Frey, a young Swiss living in 
Bombay, asked GO Dyhrenfurth for suggestions 
as to what he might do in the way of mountain
trekking that autumn. Since Frey did have some 
mountaineeing as well as photographic 
experience, Dyhrenfurth recommended a close 
look at the upper Yalung Glacier, having reached 
the conclusion years ago that Kangchenjunga's 
South West Front-with its perhaps undeservedly 
ominous reputations since the 1905 catastrophe
required further study. 

a few days before his departure from Darjeeling 1955: Dr Charles Evans, a key-member of John 
that he had been fortunate in collecting a fine team Hunt's Everest team, was the new leader of an 
of Sherpas, led by the famous Tenzing Norgay. unusually strong team: GeorgeBand,Joe Brown, 
That was the last word from him, until the sad Norman Hardie, John Jackson, Tom McKinnon, 
news reached Switzerland in November that Neil Mather, Tony Streather, Dr John Clegg, and 
Georg Frey had met with a fatal accident, but not famous Dawa Tensing as first sirdar of a 
on the much-feared Yalung Face of Kangchen- competent team of Sherpas. 
junga. Remembering Dyhrenfurth's words of The Lower Icefall presented major problems. 
warning, he hadn't even set foot on it but taken The South East, ("Kempe's") Buttress proved to 
excellent photographs from a respectful distance. be both difficult and dangerous. Evans very wisely 
Near the very end of his vacation trip, after decided against it, in favour of a route discovered 
Gilmour Lewis had already left him, he and his by New Zealander Norman Hardie. From a Base 
Sherpa companions came to grief while ascending Camp at the bottom of the Western Buttress, near 
an unnamed 19,000ft peak (P.5830m). After Pache's Grave, it Jed through Camp 1 (19,700ft) 
falling down a steep gully Tenzing Norgay and over The Hump and down a 500ft snow funnel to 
Ang Dawa IV suffered minor injuries, but Georg the glacier. From there it led through the top 
Frey died before they could reach him. section of the Lower Icefall to The Plateau and 

1953: Gilmour Lewis had taken an interest in Camp 2 (20.400ft). The Upper Icefall turnedoutto 
the upper Yalung Glacier region. He be much easier than anticipated, and a fairly 
recommended a thorough reconnaissance in the spacious platform could be found for Camp 3 
pre-monsoon period of that year. His companion (21 ,800ft) up against a solid wall ofice. Acavew~s 
was John WR Kempe. They had 36 porters, 23 of excavated which offered shelter for five or six 
whom were women (Sherpani). Although neither men. When Evans and Hardie left there on May 
Talung Peak (24, 112ft) nor Kabru (24,124ft) - 12th, theymadeuseoftheirclosed-circuitoxygen
Kabru II (24,076ft) was climbed by CR Cooke's sets so as to gain extra strength for the onward 
party in 1935 - were ascended, unobstructed push into unknown territory; two of the best 
views of Kangchenjunga's Southwest face Sherpas accompanied them. They made good 
revealed a feasible route to the summit from the progress on hard snow and reached the lower edge 
Great Shelf and the upper snow basin. the main of the Great She/fbyearlyafternoon, withazoneof 
problem seemed to be the lower portion of the seracs the final obstacle to easy access. They 
Face which required further study. pitched Camp 4 (23,500ft)-onetentwith the bare 

1954: Since the ascent of Everest the third- essentials for two men - and sent the Sherpas 
highest peak assumed a position of considerable below. The following day they discovered a good 
importance to the mountaineers of Great Britain. passage leading to the Great Shelf and moved up 
Another reconnaissance party was dispatched in for three hours across uncrevassed slopes close to 
the Spring ofl954. This time J WR Kempe and G the lower edge of The Gangwcy,just to the right of 
Lewis were joined by TH Braham, S RJackson, D theSick/ewhich can be seen from Darjeeling. Ona 
S Matthews and J W Tucker. Upon their return ledge at about 25,300ft, with plenty of room for 
they reported to the Alpine Club's Committee several tents, they took a well-earned rest before 
which had been formed under Sir John Hunt in starting for Camp 3 and Base, where preparations 
preparation for a full-scale Kangchenjunga for the final assault got underway. 
expedition. Of the three possible routes - to the Despite meticulous planning there were some 
left of the Great Icefall and the Western Buttress, serious set-backs: During a carry from Camp 3 to 
to the right through the glacier basin below the Camp 4, young Pemba Dorje fell into a crevasse 
Talung-Saddle with its apparent threat from but was pulled out by McKinnon. He reached 
avalanches, and to the East of the Lower Icefall up Base Camp on May 24th "in a peculiar mental 
a rocky rib later known as Kempe's Spur - the state and complaining of headache". Next 
reconnaissance party's conclusions seemed to morning he was unconscious and paralysed down 
favour the last alternative. The first possibility - one side. He died thirty hours later, probably ofa 
acrossPache'sGrave- cameinaclosesecond. The cerebral thrombosis. Meanwhile the build-up 
Alpine Club and the Royal Geographical Society continued. May 19th was a very hard day, with 
made their decision accordingly but preferred to plans calling for Camp 5 to be firmly established 
call next year's venture a "Reconnaissance and stocked. Not all loads reached Camp 5 that 
Expedition", a rather typical British understate- day, some had to be cached along the way. The 
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weather changed during the night, sixty hours of 
heavy snow storm brought everything to a halt. 
When It cleared on May 22nd, the men at Camp 4 
(23,500ft) made ready. Evans and Brown, with 
two Sherpas between them, formed the first rope. 
Plodding through bottomless snow progress was 
very slow. By 4 p. m. they reached the slopes below 
Camp 5, when they found themselves standing on 
the remains of a fresh avalanche. A Primus-stove 
was all that could be seen stickingoutofthedebris. 
Had Camp 5 been occupied during those stormy 
days, Kangchenjunga would indeed have lived up 
to its reputation as one of the most dangerous 
8000ers in the world! 

Even so the situation was bad enough. Where 
the cache had been, the avalanche had swept 
everything clear down to the ice. Scattered about 
were some oxygen-bottles, a box of supplies, a 
tent and a few small pieces of gear. Everything that 
could be found had to be added to the heavy loads 
and carried up to the site of Camp 5. Here too the 
avalanche had raised havoc. Two hours of 
desperately hard labour, in fierce gusts of wind 
and whirling snow, were required to unearth 
some tents, kerosene, a ration-box and other 
essential items. The tents were pitched at last in a 
somewhat more sheltered location. In the 
meantime the second rope of Band and Mather 
arrived, bent low under the crushing weight of the 
recovered gear, half dead from fatigue. With their 
last ounce of strength they crawled into the frozen 
sleeping-bags. The indefatigable Sherpas even 
managed to brew some tea. 

The establishment of Camp 6 was scheduled for 
May 23rd, but had to be postponed for a day to get 
things straightened out at Camp 5. For once they 
were favoured by sunny, calm weather in the 
afternoon. 

On the morning of May 24th Evans and 
Mather, with Dawa Tensingand Ang Nor bu in the 
middle, made up the first rope. They wanted todo 
all thartrail-breakingand step-cutting, so that Band 
and Brown could save their strength for the next 
day. They in turn had Tashi and Ang Temba 
between them. Everyone used oxygen from the 
open-circuit sets, some of the Sherpas for the first 
time; only Tashi forgot to open his valve. They 

· were full of apprehension and excitement as they 
reached the bottom section of the Gangway, 
viewed through telescopes from Darjeeling with a 
good deal of longing by many a hopeful 
mountaineer. They were now on a snow-field 
three hundred feet wide which rose for fifteen 
hundred feet to the West Ridge of the mountain, 
with a downward slant toward the Sickle. Here the 
snow was in perfect condition - two or three 
scrapes from the axe were enough for a good step. 
When Evans began to slow down, Dawa Tenzing 
urged him to let him go ahead and cut the steps. 
The pace increased at once. The slope, which 
lower on the Gangway had been about forty 
degrees, got steeper as the men began to run short 
of oxygen. By 2 p.m. - after a desperately slow 
struggle - they reached some rocks where they 
had hoped to find a campsite, but the snow was 
hard and steep, and the rocks useless. The totally 
exhausted, oxygen-starved men began to scrape 
out a platform for the tent. It was desperately slow 
work, after a few scrapes everyone lay exhausted, 
unable to move. Band saved the day when he 
discovered that Tashi still had an oxygen cylinder 
one-third full. He had climbed part way without 
using it. Band took hold of his set, turned it on to 
maximum flow and amazed everybody by the 
sudden burst of strength with which he began to 
dig. By 4 p.m. the assault tent was up on a ledge 
four and a half feet wide, its outer wall 
overhanging the slope at a height of about 
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Above: Yalungkang(left) and Main Summitfrom the air. i=Austro German 2=British 1955 The Japanese 
Yalungkang climb follows the left edge of the photo. S=Sickle GS= Great She/JG =Gangway. Aerial photo: 
Indian Air Force. 

26,900ft. Evans, Mather and the four Sherpas 
started down towards Camp 5. Even the descent 
was almost more than the men could handle, they 
swayed from footstep to footstep, oxygen-starved 
and dangerously close to the "outer limits". 
Hardie, Streather and the Sherpas Urkien and Ila 
Tenzing came up from below, helped them into 
Camp and ministered to their needs. 

May 25th was D-day. Band and Brown left 
Camp 6 in perfect weather at 8.15 a. m. and moved 
up the Gangway in a straight line. They tried-after 
some time - to break out toward the East, but it 
was too early for the traverse and lost them one 
and halfhours of time and precious oxygen before 
regaining the Gangway. Above a fork ofit the cliffs 
to the right grew less steep, and moved up across 
slab by rocks, gullies and snow-covered ledges. Not 
the technical difficulties, but the great height 
proved to be a major adversary. When they 
reached the main ridge, a magnificent view 
towards the West Peak and down the northern 
precipice was their reward. The slope of the ridge 
rose abruptly to a tower of brown and grey rock 
sixty feet high, with several cracks running up it. 
With a "running belay'' and theiroxygen turned to 
the full six litres a minute, this final obstacle could 
be surmounted. Before them, roseaconeofsnow, 
about twentyfeetawayand a few feet higher. It was 
the top, the ultimate pinnacle of the entire vast 

mountain massi[ A promise had been given to the 
Government of Sikkim: the very top of the sacred 
mountain was to remain inviolate so as not to 
offend the religious feelings of the Lamaists. Had 
it not been for the solemnly given promise, the 
Britons would undoubtedly have taken those final 
steps, but as it was, they kept their word. George 
Band was quoted later as saying: "I was too tired to 
want to take another step. But apart from that, I'm 
glad we left no footmark on the top." Others felt 
the same. 

A day later Norman Hardie and Tony Streather 
made the second summit try. After a night at 
Camp 6, where they shared the tiny tent with Band 
and Brown, who had arrived back after dark, dead
tired, dehydrated and obviously in no position to 
continue their descent to the next lower Camp. A 
night in such cramped quarters provides little rest, 
and there were sleeping-bags and oxygen for only 
two. The performance of the second summit team 
therefore commands the highest respect. On May 
26th they repeated the climb, but with a slightly 
different line of ascent. They by-passed the 
difficult final pitch to the East and moved up to the 
summit- or rather five feet beneath it- by way of 
the South Ridge. They ran out of oxygen on the 
way down. Hardie had a trifle left in his cylinder, 
but Streather was completely out ofit. When they 
reached Camp 6 at five o'clock, they were so 



exhausted that they decided to remaih there for 
the night They went down on March 27th - very 
slowly and close to their absolute limit Evans, the 
expedition's self-sacrificing leader, was waiting 
for them at Camp 5 and looked after them all the 
way down the mountain. 

The ascent of ~ngchenjunga was indeed a 
magnificent· achievement - in terms of 
organisation as well as mountaineering. Charles 
Evans "Kangchenjunga - The Untrodden Peak" 
is a true "classic" of Himalayan literature. 

1965: Kangbachen Peak (25,925ft) was the 
goal of a 12-man te!lm from Yugoslavia under J. 
Govekar. Ghunza was reached early in 
September. After some reconnaissance work. 
the Ram tang Glacier was chosen for the approach 
to the mountain. A series of camps were pitched, 
Camp 4 (22,300ft) to the southeast of heavily
corniced White Wave (22,901ft). On October 7th 
L Ju van, M Humar and the Sherpas Girmi Dorje 
and Holung Dorje reached P.7532m (24,711ft) 
still about a mile and a half from the summit of 
Kangbachen Peak. Discouraged by the length of 
the intervening ridge, they turned back. Camp 5 
was then located at 23, 130ft, and on October 13th 
T Sasonov, P Dimitrov, Girmi Dorje and Dakia 
made a bid for the top. In a direct move up the 
North West Face they reached the main ridge at a 
point halfway between P.7532 and Kangbachen 
Peak, but not until 4 p.m. At this rather exposed 
site - about 24,475ft - the two Yugoslavs decided 
to spend the night, without proper bivouac 
equipment. It is perhaps understandable that the 
two Sherpas preferred to return to Camp 5. When 
they reascended on the following morning, they 
met Sasonov and Dimitriov on their way down. 
Seriousfrostbitehad brought on their defeat, with 
the weather change an added consideration. 

1973: Yoshikuni Sakai led an eleven-man team 
from Japan in the post-monsoon season. The 
route attempted led up the Northwest face from 
the Ram tang Glacier, but had to be abandoned at 
21,500ft. Weathering sixty hours of snow storm at 
Camp 4, they made four summit attempts, all of 
which bogged down. 

, 1974: Kangbachen Peakwasclimbedatlastbya 
fifteen-man Polish expedition under P Mlotecki, 
by was of the Northwest Face. Kasimir Olech, 
Wojahiech Branski, Wiesall Kalupt, Marek 
Malatynski and Zbigniew Rubinowski reached 
the summit on May 26th, one month after Base 
Camp had been established. 

Yalung Kang (27,668ft), the former West Peak, 
was the objective of a Japanese team of the Kyoto 
University Academic Alpine Club. Leaders were 
Dr H Higuchi and E Nishibori. Camps were 
pushed up from the Southwest, i.e. the Yalung 
side of the mountain. Leaving Camp 5 (26.250ft) 
on May 14th, Takeo Matsuda and Yutaka Ageta 
gained the top by 6 p.m. and bivouacked in a 
snow-cave at about 26,970ft. The next morning 
Matsuda was in such poor condition that Ageta 
went down to get help. They could be watched 
with binoculars from Base Camp. Suddenly 
Matsuda fell, apparently struck by a rock. A later 
search revealed the broken shaft of his axe. A 
somewhat unexplained, tragic accident. 

Kangbachen Peak was climbed again by a 17-
man Yugoslav team under T Skarja. They too 
went up the Northwest Face, where they were 
threatened by avalanches. Playing a careful game 
of tactical withdrawals and advances, a total often 
men reached the summit in three separate groups. 
The first team ofS Belak, R Ro bas and P Scetinin 
got there at 5.30 p.m. on September 9th and 
descended by moonlight. 

1975: As far back as 1966 the Deutsche 

Himalaja-Stiftung, the German Himalayan 
Foundation organised by Paul Bauer in the mid
thirties, applied for permission to climb Kang
chenjunga in 1969, to commemorate the German 
Alpine Club's 100th anniversary. Due to the ban 
on all mountaineering expeditions, no progress 
was made for several years. It was then decided to 
apply for the South and/or West Peak in 1972, to 
coincide with the Olympic Games at Munich. As 
an added attraction it was proposed to name the 
South Peak, then second highest unscaled 
summit in the world, in honor of the late King 
Mahendra-Kang. Dr Walter Scheel, then German 
MinisterofForeign Affairs, intervened personally 
on behalfof the Munich group, but all to no avail. 
At this point Norman Dyhrenfurth was invited to 
organise and lead the expedition which, 
hopefully, was to take place in 1975. This came as 
something of a surprise since the leader-to-be 
holds dual-citizenship of Switzerland and the 
USA At the same time Siegfried Aeberli, who had 
led the successful Lhotse Sharexpedition in 1970, 
and the Austrian Alpine Club were working hard 
on precisely the same project. Here, too, 
Dyhrenfurth was invited to participate as film
maker and "Elder Stateman". When the Nepalese 
authorities made their decision in favour of the 
Austrians, Aeberli very graciously extended an 
invitation to the Germans to take part in the 
venture, and thus the joint project of the Alpine 
Oubs of Austria and Germany came into being. 
After attending several planning sessions witq 
leader Aeberli, co-leader Gi.inther Sturm and 
other members of the team, the "Elder 
Statesman" very reluctantly withdrew from the 
expedition when it appeared impossible to obtain 
adequate media-support for a good documentary 
film. 

Moving up the ramp to the left of The Sickle - as 
suggested by Dyhrenfurth after some 
correspondence with Sir Charles Evans - the 
summitofYalung Kang was reached on May 9th, 
1975 by Michael Dacher (Germany), Erich 
Lackner(Austria)and RolfWalter (Germany). Six 
more climbers made it to the top, cameraman 
Gerd Bauer (Germany), Peter Vogler (Germany) 
and Helmut Wagner (Austria) on May 12th, and 
Sepp Mayer! (Austria), Gi.inter Sturm and Fritz 
Zintl (both from Germany) on May 13th. All 
summit climbs were made from Camp 4 
(25,600ft) near the base of the ramp. To quote 
Mountain 44: "This climb adds yet another 
chapter to the longhistoryof Austrian successes in 
the Himalaya." To this should be added that West 
Germany's climbers contributed an equal share to 
the final outcome. 

1977: The following telegram was received by 
Dyhrenfurth on January 19th, 1977: "INDIAN 
ARMY KANGCHENJUNGA EXPEDITION 
UNDERWAY.REQUESTINFORMATIONON 
TYPE AND MAKE OF MASK, 
MANOMETER AND REGULATORS USED 
WITH OXYGEN EQPT BY YOUR EVEREST 
EXPEDITION. CONFIRM IF FRENCH MAKE 
USED. WE WISH TO BUY ABOVE 
MENTIONED EQUIPMENT FROM YOU. 
CONFIRMBYSIG." Noreturnaddresswasgiven, 
and all oftheIHE 71 Southwest Face Expedition's 
remaining oxygen equipment had been turned 
over to Guido Monzino's gigantic Army 
operation. The Indian request was passed on to 
the Robertshaw Controls Company in California, 
where the new system had been developed, in 
collaboration with IHE team member Dr Duane 
Blume. From then on nothing further was heard 
until a brief notice appeared in the local papers: 
"An Indian Army expedition, led by Colonel 
Narender Kumar, made the second ascent of the 

world's third-highest mountain by a new route up 
the East Ridge, from Sikkim." The climb was 
indeed made by Paul Bauer's Eastern Spur, but 
with two basic variations: The Indians used 
9xygen, and they approached the mountain in the 
pre-monsoon season, when powder-snow 
conditions at altitude were expected to be less 
acute. Following the German route, they 
established Camp 2 at 19,500ft on April 8. Fixed 
ropes were placed for most of the route from 
Camp 1. Havildar Sukhvinder Singh took a fall 
below Camp 2 and died from head injuries and a 
broken neck. He was cremated at Base Camp on 
April 18. 

Camp 3 (20,675ft) stood on April 30. From 
there it took thirteen days of hacking away tons of 
ice and tunneling through "mushrooms" before 
Camp 4 could be placed at 21, 750ft. Camp 5 
(23,725ft) was occupied on May 18, and Camp 6 
(25,050ft) on May 24. The steep snow slopes 
which had stoppeq the Germans in 1931 
presented no avalanche danger this time. 
Following the main (North North East) ridge, the 
men placed Camp 7 at 26,225ft, perhaps 
somewhat lower than the expedition's leadership 
had anticipated. To quote from Colonel Kumar's 
report in the American Alpine Journal of 1978: 

"On May 31 Major Prem Ghand and NaikNima 
DorjeSherpa left Camp 7 at6A.m.,firstcrosseda 
long snowfield which comes down from thefaceof 
the West Ridge and then took to the rocks of the 
North Ridge. It was a very long climb and they did 
not reach the summit until 2.45 p.m. They 
actually stayed sixfeet below the true summit in 
order not to offend Sikkimese religious feelings. 
They ca"ied two oxygen bottles - French 
Himalaya type - with them and used oxygen at 
the rate of two litres a minute. They returned to 
Camp 7 at 8.20 in the evening. They were lucky 
that the weather had remained good. Moonlight 
helped themfind camp 7 on the descent. " 

A second summit try had to be cancelled when the 
weather turned bad. This major success on a long 
and difficult route that had repulsed two strong 
German teams in 1929 and 1931 was rather 
unexpected, deserving nothing but the highest 
praise. 

1978: Wojech Jorzwana and Eugenius 
Chrobak, members ofa strong Polish expedition, 
made the first ascent ofKangchenjunga's South 
Peak (8494m = 27,868ft) on May 19. They had 
reached the Great Shelfby way of the British 1955 
route. 

The Spanish Yalung Kang Expedition, after 
some delays on the approach, joined up with the 
Poles and headed for the lowest of three "humps" 
wh.ich make up the Central Peak of 
Kangchenjunga. Narcas Serrat Comerna and 
Phuri Sherpa gained its top (27 ,559ft) on May 
18th. The highest elevation of the Central Peak 
(27,875ft) was reached on May 22nd by the Poles 
W Branski, Z Heinrich and K Olech, while the 
second-highest(27,657ft) was scaled on May 25th 
by M Jana and M Malatinski of the Polish 
contingent. As reported in Mountain 63, the 
leaders of both teams were punished with 
undeserved severity for "having climbed peaks 
other than those for which they were granted 
permission". 

1979: The BritishKangchenjungaExpedition 
Peter Boardman, George Bettembourg (French), 
Doug Scott and Joe Tasker - left England on 
March 12th and headed for Pangpema to the 
Northwest of the mountain. This approach had 
been recommended by Douglas Freshfield, but 
when G O Dyhrenfurth's International 
Himalayan Expedition 1930 suffered the loss of 
Sherpa Chettan in a gigantic ice avalanche, the 
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leader was accused by R L Irving and others of 
"having led his men into a ' death-trap'." Be this as 
it may, the strong, battle-tested team of "hard 
men" refused to accept this myth, after having 
checked on some of the details of the proposed 
route to the North Col with Kangchenjunga
veteran Erwin Schneider, Norman Dyhrenfurth 
and others. It is pity indeed that the elder 
Dyhrenfurth did not live to see his dream come 
true. 

The following is an extract from their report: 
"The object of the 1979 British Expedition was 

to make thefirst ascent from the North West,from 
the Kangchenjunga glacier. They decided not to 
use oxygen equipment, but took one bottle of 
oxygen and mask and regulator for use in a 
medical emergency - happily, this was not used. 
They also decided not to use radios, winches and 
otherencumberances and to limit Sherpa support 
to two Sherpas asfaras the North Col only. From 
the start it was decided to limit the team to/our 
members and tofinancetheprojectfrom theirown 
resources asfaras possible. It was decided not to 
seek the support of a single main sponsor and to 
avoid commitments to the media and film 
making. Their only commitment, therefore, was 
to themselves and the mountain. The original 
team had to be changed when Paul Braithwaite 
withdrew because of illness and his place was 
filled a few weeks before departure by Georges 
Bettermbourg from Chamonix. Georges had 
made an impressive "two-man" ascent, with 
YannickSeigneur, of the 26,400ft. Broad Peak in 
1978. Peter and Doug had both climbed Everest -
1975, and Joe had been to 23,200ft when he 
climbed Dunagiri. Between them the four 
members had been on over twenty Himalayan 
expeditions. The 18-day walk in to _Base Camp 
began on March I 8th from the British Gurkha 
Camp at Dharan Bazaar. They reached the last 
permanent vii/age, Ghunza, on March 30th. After 
a two-day rest, during which they bought 
provisions and hired new porters, the team 
continued up to Base Camp at Pang Perna 
(16,600ft), reaching there on April 4th. The 
approach march was the most magnificent that 
any of them had experienced in the Himalayas. 
Unfortunately, their appreciation of the superb 
mountain scenery was tempered by the/act that 
Peter, whilst bouldering, damaged a ligament in 
his ankle and had to becarriedforfourdays,from 
the village of Chirowa to Ghunza, in a wicker 
basket by a three man team of strong porters. 
Although he began to recover after reaching Base 
Camp, it was not until a month later that hisfoot 
was strong enough to allow him to lead any hard 
climbing. Six porters were retained for a one day 
carrytothetemporaryCamp I at 17,000ft. On the 
14th April Camp II was established at 19,000ft. 

During the next two weeks, after many setbacks 
with theweatherandstonefall, which damaged a 
tendon in Peter's wrist, they climbed andfixed rope 
up the 3,000ft mixed ice and rock West Face of the 
North Col to establish Camp Ill at 22, 600ft. This 
face was reminiscent of the difficult North East 
Spur of the Droites in the Mont Blanc range. In 
teams of two they had now systematically climbed 
the major technical difficulty of the mountain. 

On the /st May Joe descended with severe 
headaches to Camp II. The rest of the team 
reached a suitable site/or Camp_ IV after climbing 
1,800ft up the North Ridge to 24,400ft. With no 
sign of Joe at Camp II, and assuming that he had 
retired to Base Camp, the other three members 
moved up the ridge on May 2nd, to dig a snow cave 
for Camp fV. After digging/or five hours they had 
a magnificent gro//o and a firm basefrom which 
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to tackle the remaining difficulties of the 
mountain. The next day they climbed the steep, 
avalanche prone snow slope above to a rock step 
up which they forced a way andjixed 300ft of rope 
- all that they had left. 

Peter, Georges and Doug left for the summit on 
May 4th. They re-climbed the Rock Step and 
exited onto the Great Scree Terrace and snow 
slope on the west of the North Ridge. They were 
now at themercyofthewesterlywinds, blowing in 
gusts of 60-70 mph, which just allowed them to 
proceed intermiltently alongside the North Ridge 
until, at 26, 000ft they decided to find shelter on 
the other, Sikkimese, side of the ridge. They 
crossed overwith great difficulty as the winds were 
now blowing continuously at 80-90 mph. The 
winds blow from the Everest/Makalu group 
without interruption until they reach the 
Kangchenjunga Massif and they were now 
catching the full force of them. Crossing over a 
Ii/tie snow col, they experienced violent static 
electricity that felt as if their backs and bullocks 
were disintegrating. Immediately they crossed 
over the ridge the wind dropped and the team were 
able laboriously to collect their thoughts and dig 
out a ledge about 50ft below the ridge on the ice 
slope.for the bivouac tent. After digging/or three 
hours, they had the tent pitched and settled down 
for the night in anticipation of the first summit 
bid. At 1.30 a.m. on May 5th the wind changed 
direction and rapidly increased in violence which 
snapped the centre hoop of the double skin tunnel 
tent. The team soon had theirbootsandgaiterson 
but at 2.30a.m. the ten twas blown two feet along 
the ledge. They had to hold onto the tent from the 
outside whist/ the gear was packed and the tent 
evacuated. The wind was at hurricane force and 
strips of/a bric started to blow from the tent. /twas 
necessary to collapse the tent forcibly to lower its 
resistance to the wind but by then the outer skin 
had gone. The inner tent in its turn was torn to 
shreds and ll!aS released and snatched away by 
the wind. The team were now left sitting on that 
steep slope at 26,000ft at themercyofthecold and 
the tempest. The .wind was so strong it blew 
Georges' sac down the mountain and required 
three a/tempts before they could cross the col back 
into Nepal and beat a retreat to safety. They 
descended 10,000ft and covered jive miles of 
mountain and glacier that same day, down to 
Base Camp. Doug sustained frostbite on the 
upper joints of four fingers and Peter hadfrostnip 
on his big toe. 

On May I Ith they returned to the Camp IV 
snow cave. This time the team was complete, with 
Joe having made a fine recovery from his 
headache. Ang Phurba had reached the North 
Cal twice carrying 30lbs of food and the 
emergency oxygen bottle in support. On May I 2th 
they waited out a rare fine day to rest and on May 
I 3th decided to go/or the summit/or the second 
time. This time they intended to go direct from 
Camp IV without tents or sleeping bags. however, 
as the weather now looked treatening, they took 
along a shovel to dig, ![necessary, an emergency 
shelter. Setting off that evening, hoping to use the 
light of thefull moon, they soon reached the Great 
Terrace. The wind became stronger and snow 
flurries blew up. They looked for a place to dig a 
snow cave at midnight. Joe and Doug started 
digging under the rock mass they had called the 
Croissant; Peter and Georges looked for a place 
further up the slope. Doug and Joe sat in the cave 
they had made until 3.30 a.m. and then left to 
look/or and join Peter and Georges. They found 
them sheltering in a natural cave formed by a 
bergschrund, having returned there to rest after 
climbing 450ft higher to a rock step where they 

had waited for the weather and visibility to 
improve. However, the weather deteriorated and 
they descended. The whole team retreated back to 
Camp JV on May 14rh. 

On I 5th May Peter, Joe and Doug set off for a 
third go. Georges, mis/rusting the weather and 
fearing another srorm, decided againsr anorher 
al/empt and descended 10 Base Camp. Ar last rhe 
weather was kind and a reasonable bivouac was 
made our of the small, bergschrund cave and a 
good night was spent thereon the I 5th May. Good 
weather prevailed on the I 6rh May and the three 
ser ojf optimisrically at 8. 00a.m. They made good 
progress up rhe band of snow that is a main 
featureofthe upper summit triangle. After 2,000ft 
of climbing, the pinnacles on the 1955 roure were 
reached ar 4.00 p.m. At 5.00 p.m. rhey had 
climbed rhe lasr 500ft and reached the summit/or 
a magnificent sunset and a fantastic view of all 
the surrounding mountains. It was, surprisingly, 
a very enjoyable day, despire the lack a/oxygen, 
although rhedescent ro the bergschrund cave was 
something of a trial which did not end until their 
arrival at 9.00 p.m. Two days later the mountain 
had been evacuared of most of the equipment and 
remainingfood and rhe ream IE:/i Base Camp for 
Karhmandu on May 20th." A. 

Summary of statistics: 
Expeditions: At least 26, including some 

recces. Routes attempted: 17. Successful 
expeditions: 9. Main Peak: 8 (4 two-man teams). 
South Peak: 2. Central Peaks: 7.YalungKang: 11. 
Kangbachen: 15. Fatalities: 15. 
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A HARD LINE 
by Richard Stumhofer 

The East Face of the Fleischbank has been the 
arena for alpine history in the making. The first 
ascent of the face was made by Hans Di.ilfer and 
Werner Schaarschmidt on June 15th 1912, but 
before then, in October 1911, Hans Fiechtl and 
Georg Sixt had worked theirwayup to just beyond 
the first rope traverse and thus discovered the key 
to the route. Then in 1925 the South-east Face, 
which had been considered quite impossible to 
climb, was scaled by Roland Rossi and Fritz 
Wiessner. They used so much equipment on this 
climb that it was considered thatthey had ushered 
in a ' new phase' in the state of mountaineering. 

Five years later, on September 19th 1930, Peter 
Aschenbrenner and Hans Luck discovered a 
route up the central section of the Fleischbank 
East Face. The two began climbing in the chimney 
system that traces its way up almost the entire face 
in the direct fall line, but they did not stay in the 
chimney. Confronted by the incredibly smooth 
nature of the back and sides of the chimney, they 
were forced out to the left onto the walls, which 
they followed until they reached a big gully, from 
which another chimney, the Aschenbrenner
Kamin led up the North ridge. The As[he-Luck, 
as this route became known, remained the most 
difficult climb in the Kaiser region until the 
Maukspitze West Face was climbed in 1943, and 
even today it has lost nothing of its reputation. 

Some of the parties that came to repeat the 
Asche-Luck after its first ascent knew little more 
about it than the place to start and that the exit was 
via a chimney. This was before the days of precise 
descriptions and exact sketchl- plans of routes. 
The result, therefore, was that time and again, the 
climbers would miss the spot at which one should 
traverse out left, and would climb too high into the 
chimney only to be forced back once it became too 
smooth and wide. One celebrated mountaineer to 
make this mistake was Hermann Buhl. With 
Waldemar Gruber he set off to do the Asche-Luck 
at Whitsun 1943. Grubertookonelookattheclimb 
and commented that it would be a 'Dice with 
death' and Buhl himself called it a 'godless spot'. 

They found the early pitches curiously free of 
pegs and, since mostofthem could not be climbed 
unassisted, Buhl was forced to re-piton the route. 
"With extreme effort'' wrote Buhl, "We drove in 
piton after piton. If in between I did manage to 
climb a few feet free I was soon sompletely 
exhausted." Instead of traversing out left after the 
initial pitches, the two remained inside the 
chimney. It was usually enough just to know the 
start of any projected climb and thereafter to 
follow the route dictated by the natural features of 
the rock - and the natural way to go after the initial 
crack system was to follow on up the chimney. 
When Waldemar Gruber expressed doubts on 
account of the difficulties they were encountering, 
Buhl replied airily, "There can't be any doubt 
about it - it goes straight on up - exactly as Nature 
intended." 

Left: Fleischbank, East Face. 1he 'Schmuckkamin' 
is the left hand crack 1he 'Schejfler-Fuhre' comes in 
from the right of photo. All photos: Stumhofer. 

Above: thejirst technical pitch, the old aid moves now go free. 

Without having any intention of doing so, headlong into life itself." 
Hermann Buhl and Waldemar Gruber were Before the peg came out, however, it did serve 
making the first attempt on the Fleischbank to brake Buhl's rate of fall so that he stayed within 
Chimney. "All of a sudden there was nothing thechimneyandwasnotpitchedoutontotheface. 
under my feet - the block had broken clean away! At the same time the rope attached to Gruber 
I immediately realised what was happening and snagged around a block of rock just beneath his 
instinctively pushed away from the wall. What stance. Once Gruber had seen to the worst of 
followed took only a few seconds, but during Buhl's injuries, there began for the pair a 
those seconds I glimpsed eternity over the edge of somewhat adventurous retreat from the 
life" wrote Buhl. He had fallen some 160ft down mountain, with the consequences of the 160ft fall 
the chimney. The pair were extremely fortunate. making themselves increasingly felt. Buhl wrote: 
The single peg to which Gruber was attached, was "I could feel bruises everywhere and soon I could · 
torn from the rock and the fact thatthetwo of them hardly move my limbs. I lowered myself down in 
didn't go hurtling on down the 650ftface wasn't, an abseil sit-sling like a cripple. Whilst I was roping 
Buhl said afterwards, "a matter of chance, but down I just about managed to keep in control, but 
some kindly fate had taken a positive hand that wheneverlwasforcedtostandonmyfeetanddoa 
day. Our time had simply not come. God in his little climbing, then it seemed as if my legs were 
Goodness wasn't yet ready for us to be wiped off encased in splints." 
the slate. We didn't fall to our deaths, but rather Buhl reached the Gaudeamus Hut under his 
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own steam and there the two learned that they 
were off course for the Aschenbrenner Route and 
were hopelessly lost. Buhl spent several weeks in 
hospital after this climb, yet in August of the same 
year made the first ascent of the Maukspitze West 
Wall. 

The polished smoothness of the rock inside the 
chimney and its relentless severity also gave 
trouble to three Salzburg mountaineers who 
attempted the Asche-Luck on June 26th 1949. 
Markus Schmuck, Rudi Bardodej and Hardwin 
Pollak, confused by Buhl's abseil pegs and the 
assorted pegs left by other parties, also stayed 
inside the chimney. They too were lucky. Because 
a single slip would have sent the whole party 
tumbling down if they were roped together they 
climbed simultaneously without belaying! It was 
night before they completed the final pitches but a 
bivouac on the North Ridge was a trifling price to 
pay after such a protracted adventure. 

The chimney became known as the Schmuck
Kamin after Markus Schmuck who had led most 
of the difficulties, and it was not climbed again 
until 1960, this time by Jorg Lehne and Sigi Lliw. 
The climb earned the reputation as the most 
difficult chimney in the Alps on account of the 
width and smoothness of its key passages. The 
third ascent took place in 1962 and was made by 
Pit Schubert and Klaus Werner. After the climb 
Schubert said : "For the most difficult passages -
in which at that time there was only one single peg 
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- we moved together. The rope was simply too 
short. There could so easily have been a repeat of 
the fall that Hermann Buhl and Waldemar Gruber 
experienced several years previously, but the 
outcome might well have been less fortunate." In 
1963 the chimney was climbed once more by Wulf 
Schemer and Gert Uhner, and in 1967 Peter 
Habeler and Horst Fankhauser made the 9th 
ascent. 

One would have said that a solo ascent of the 
chimneywas hardlypossible,and thataclimberof 
small stature would have no chance at all, yet 
Heini Holzer from South Tyrol, who was only five 
feet tall, succeeded in making the first solo ascent. 
"I worked my way up the widest pitches with my 
feet on the right wall and my hands on the left of 
the Chimney," said Heini, who after this bold 
ascent went on to become known as an extref]1e 
skier. He was killed in 1977 attempting a ski 
descent of the Piz Roseg Northeast Face. In the 
early seventies the Schmuck-Kamin received its 
second solo ascent by Peter Habeler. 

In Winter 1970 the firstwinterascent was made 
by Werner'Mack' Bittnerwith Klaus Werner (who 
had previously made the third ascent overall). To 
avoid the worst of the cold they didn't start the 
climb until late morning and after a short day had 
therefore to bivouac on the North Ridge. 

The Schmucki, as several climbers 
affectionately call the chimney, is even today 
ranked amongst the mostdifficultand demanding 

Above: the upper chimney. The size of the climber 
determines what contortions he needs to do and how 
hard the climb is! There is still snow in the chimney 
even though this ascent by Richard Stumhofer 
(below) was in May 1979. 

free routes in the Kaiser. Despite a couple more 
pegs, despite nuts and wedges, and despite EBs, it 
hasn't become any easier, only somewhat safer. 
That is a good thing. 

Summary 
The history of one of the·hardest free climbs in 

the Eastern _ Alps, the Schmuck0kamin, 
Fleischbank East Face, Wilder Kaiser, Austria. 
The author is editor of the magazine Der 
Bergsteiger. 



Waiter service, Sherpa style, in the Western Cwm. Photo: Thompson. 

SAHIBS & SHERPAS 
by Mike Thompson 

'Towards the head of these Dales was found a 
perfect Republic of Shepherds and Agricultura
lists ... ' (William Wordsworth, A Guide through the 
District of the Lakes.) 

Recently, while watching a Bonington lecture 
(Over Yet Another Horizon), I began to tot up his 
tally of Himalayan expeditions to date: Anna
purna II, Nuptse, Annapurna South Face, Everest 
'72, Brammah, Changabang, Everest '75, The 
Ogre ... K2: an impressive list that is made even 
mo re impressive by its remarkably high success 
rate, The only failures being Everest '72 and K2. 
Historians, I suspect, would agree that already it 
represents one of the finest personal achieve
ments (perhaps the finest) in Himalayan 
mountaineering. And yet, despite their 
unanimity, they would be wrong. Relying upon 
written records, they would have overlooked the 
fact that, as well as German, Polish, French, 
Swiss, Austrian, Italian, American, Japanese,and 
British climbers, some Nepalese have also been 
active in the Himalayans. I do not know which 
Sherpa would tum out to have the most 
impressive record, but I do know that any Sherpa 
with only nine expeditions to his credit would not 
even rate a mention. 

One February evening last year I was sitting by 
the fire in Pemba Tarkay's house in the village of 
Phortse, a day's walk from Everest Base Camp. 

His older children are now grown up and away 
from home and so the company comprised just 
Pemba Tarkay, his wife, his youngest son who is 
only three years old, Ginger Warburton a British 
climber/cameraman, and myself. Since he has 
now retired, more or less, the conversation soon 
shifted from the health of his yaks downstairs to 
reminiscences about his climbing days. When I 
tried to find out how many expeditions he had 
been on, he and his wife laughed and said that, as it 
happened,just a few nights before they had been 
trying to work that out themselves. They were not 
sure of the exact total but it was somewhere 
around twenty four; and what a twenty four! The 
list includes: Makalu, Taweche, Arna Dablam, 
Kangtega, Everest, Tamserku, Everest again, 
Annapurna South face, Everest again, Glacier 
Dome, ... Everest yet again. 

The next morning, just as we were leaving the 
village, we met an enormous pile of hay 
descending, apparently unaided, from one of the 
high pastures. As it drew near the mystery was 
solved; its prime mover was not levitation but 
another mountaineering grandad, Mingma 
Tsering, who I had not seen since Annapurna 
South Face eight years before. Minutes later we 
were sat around his fire, dishes of hot potatoes in 
front of us and mugs of chang in our hands. 
Neither he nor his wife had any very clear 
recollection ofhowmanyexpeditions he had been 

on, but there was one thing he did know: he was 
going on another one in a few days' time. A 
message had arrived a week or two before, from 
Colonel Jimmy Roberts of Mountain Travel, 
asking him to go to Kathmandu to join an 
expedition to, Mingma thought, Annapurna I 
with the American women. As it turned out, he 
had got it wrong. It was a German expedition to 
Dhaulagiri - the American Ladies' Expedition 
was not until after the monsoon - and we could 
imagine him musing how much Annapurna had 
changed since the last time he was on it, and how 
hairy and gutteral American ladies were. (In fact 
he went on both, reaching the top of Annapurna 
without oxygen.) 

Communication between Kathmandu and 
Phortse is not instantaneous. Letters are sent by 
plane to Lukla and then carried up to Namcheand 
left at Pasang Kam i's shop. Every Sunday there is a 
market in Namche and anyone from Phortse who 
goes to it collects the letters and takes them back 
with him the next day. As often as not, the 
messages are verbal and Pemba Tarkayhada lot of 
fun announcing his retirement by sending the 
reply: 'Tell Jimmy Roberts he'll have to come and 
ask my wife whether I can go to Dhaulagiri or not'. 

My purpose in relating these anecdotes is not to 
denigrate Bonington's achievement but to pin
point the difficulties we all face when we try to 
evaluate mountaineering achievements across 
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cultural boundaries. Perhaps, by confronting 
these difficulties, I may be able to redress the 
balance a little in favour of the Sherpas. 

One way oflooking at Sherpa mountaineering 
is to see it as just another kind of trading activity. 
The Khumbu Sherpas have always traded and, 
indeed, they moved into their remote homeland 
in order to take advantage of the trading 
opportunities that it offered. Once established in 
their high valley, there were able to link the grain
producing areas of the Middle Ranges, that lay a 
week or so'sjoumey down the Dudh Kosi, with 
the wool-producing plateau of Tibet, that lay on 
the other side of a twenty thousand foot pass - the 
Nangpa La. Once this primary trade was 
established, the varied and sophisticated products 
oflndia to the south and of China and Mongolia to 
the north could also be tapped. All this happened a 
few hundred years ago and came to an end, 
temporarily, with the Chinese occupation ofTibet 
in the l 950's. 

Trans-Himalayan trade is a risky business, both 
physically and financially, and the Sherpas 
conducted it on a somewhat easy-come-easy-go 
individualistic basis. Some families, especially 
those based in the well-sited village ofNamche, 
became very rich, others remained quite poor. If 
the financial risks were too great or the physical 
risks too daunting, the Khumba Sherpa could 
always reduce his level of involvement, or even 
pull out of trading altogether for a while and fall 
back on his potato fields and his yak herd. In this 
way, trading was essentially the entrepreneurial 
froth on top of the Sherpa's subsistence chang. 
Man, they have always felt, does not live by spuds 
alone; and their individualistic, exuberant, risk
taking, reward-enjoying trade has formed the 
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basis for a che.erful, convivial, easy-going, open, 
and hospitable life-style that has endeared them to 
generations of Western mountaineers. 

Sherpas are great opportunists and, as 
Himalayan mountaineering developed, they took 
to it like ducks to water. The duration of an 
expedition is similar to that of a trading trip, the 
risks involved are comparable (but more physical 
than financial); there is the opportunity for 
adventure (including amorous adventure), the 
prospect of congenial company, and the lure of 
high financial reward - good pay and, even more 
important, very wo"rthwhile swag. 

In other words, expeditions are attractive to 
Sherpas for very much the same sort of reasons 
that they are attractive to Western mountaineers. 
Admittedly, financial reward comes to the 
Westerner in a rather more circuitous and 
unreliable manner than that in which the rupee 
notes are counted out into the sweaty Sherpa 
palm, and of course he can look forward to all sorts 
of less tangible rewards - fame, prestige, auto
biography-writing, and even perhaps co-option 
onto a BMC Committee - but, when it comes to 
swag, Westerner and Sherpa are indistinguish
able. In recent years Sherpas have mounted mini
expeditions into the Western Cwm in order to 
bring down all the abandoned equipment they 
were, regrettably, unable to carry down the 
mountain at the end of the main expedition. I well 
remember Mick Burke, who was the last one 
down the South Face of Annapurna, clanking his 
way into Base Camp, like some diminutive and 
horseless crusader, completely sheathed in alloy 
karabiners. 

Should one emphasise these similarities 
between Sherpas and Westerners or should one 

Left: a sherpani Nun. Above: the interiorof a chang 
house near Luk/a. Right: "a walking potato pile" 
near Namche. These and next photos by Robert 
Holmes. 

emphasise their undoubted differences? After all, 
though they may be united by a shared willingness 
to take large personal risks and by a common 
passion for swag, they are very much set apart by 
culture. One is the product of advanced Western 
industrial society, the other a remnant of a rural 
and technologically backward society that has 
changed little since the Middle Ages; one is a lax 
and almost heathen product of secular 
Christianity, the other a devout and committed 
upholder of the Buddhist way oflife; one speaks a 
dialect ofEnglish, the other a dialect of Tibetan. 

Being an anthropologist by trade, I was very 
much predisposed to emphasise the differences 
and, for a long time, I felt that the similarity that I 
observed between the Sherpas and the elite 
Western climbers they accompanied was based on 
nothing more than a shared addiction to hot sweet 
tea, Gauloise cigarettes, and chips; but gradually 
the obscuring mists of cultural difference began to 
clear and I came around to the realisation that it 
was much more than this : that their behaviour, 
their attitudes, and their cheerful acceptance of 
appalling risks were identical because their 
situations, within societies separated by six 
thousand miles ofland and sea and by thousands 
of years of history, were identical. As I came 
around to this position I became increasingly 
sceptical about the usefulness of my trade when it 
comes to making comparisons between Sahibs 
and Sherpas. 

Anthropology, especially pop anthropology, all 



too easily succumbs to the Little Furry Animal 
Syndrome: the 'Oh dear! Isn't it terrible that way 
the wonderful traditions and way of life of these 
marvellous simple people are being destroyed by 
contact with Western civilisation' reaction. In the 
Sherpa case such a reaction is grotesquely 
patronising and quite irrelevant for there is little 
likelihood that the thousands of tourists who each 
year trek up to (and sometimes die at) the Everest 
Base Camp will be diverted and little chance that, 
if the Everest National Park (such is now the 
official status of Khumbu) became a Sherpa 
Sanctuary, the Sherpas would stay inside it 
contentedly breeding their yaks, spinning their 
prayer-wheels and circumambulating their 
chortens. For the fact is that the Sherpas, despite 
their remote and romantic homeland, have 
always been a cosmopolitan lot. 

On the way to Everest in 1975, half-way along 
the two week walk to Base Camp (during the 
monsoon there are no flights to Lukla), we met a 
Lama and his retinueoffifteenporters. He was the 
Rimpoche - (Abbot, literally 'precious one') of 
Trakshindu Monastery on his way to take up a six 
months visitingprofessorshipatBerkeley. Such to
ings and fro-ings in the Himalayas are as old as 
Sherpa society itself; modem technology simply 
serves to bring California nearer than Lhasa used 
to be. So, rather than bewailingthelossofanEden 
the Sherpas never had, we should try to under
stand the changes that have been wrought, and 
will be wrought, by the fortuitous arrival, so soon 
after the Chinese put an end to the trade with 
Tibet, of the Western (and Japanese) tourist. 

This analogy between Sherpa trade and Sherpa 
mountaineering, though helpful in many ways, 
does overlook one crucial difference: wool and 
grain are inanimate, tourists (usually) are 
animate. The volume of trade passing through 
Khumbu was largely in control of the Sherpas 
themselves. If a lot of individual Sherpas wanted 
to trade extensively, the volume of trade 
increased, and if for some reason or other 
individuals felt like cutting down a bit, the volume 
of trade decreased. Grain and wool only flowed if 
Sherpas wanted them to flow, but the tourists 

come whether the Sherpas want them to or not; 
and in just a few years their flow has increased 
from a tiny trickle to a raging torrent. When the 
Sherpas depened upon trade for their involve
ment with the wider world, the form that their 
cosmopolitanism took was of their own choosing. 
Pemba Tarkay and Mingma Tsering, happily 
living among their families, their fields, and their 
animals and going off every now and then on a 
profitable mountaineering adventure, typify this 
Sherpa-controlled cosmopolitanism (Sherpa 
women too, I should mention, are free to go off on 
business ventures and many do). Basically self
sufficient and able to decide how and to what 
extent they should become involved with others, 
they are in that admirable human state - 'very 
together'. But, as the flow of tourists increases, so 
it becomes more and more difficult to get it, and 
keep it, together. 

The path from Lukla to Everest Base Camp is 
partofthe Grand Tour ofThe World Travellerand 
is strewn with freaks in a profusion so rich as to 
rival that of the alpine flowers along the way. 
Some are religious maniacs of an ego-focused 
intensity so powerful as to bore the hind leg off any 
yak unwise enough to stray into their self
indulgent path. Others, wholly obsessed with 
avoiding hepatitis/getting the maximum 
exchange rate on the Pakistan black market for 
their Afghanis/watching out for rip-offs/getting 
the cheapest fare for the Kathmandu-Bangkok 
leg, cannot spare a single moment to absorb the 
people and the landscape through which they are 
passing and might as well have stayed in the 
Greyhound Station in Milwaukee. Still others are 
shrewd, sensitive, threadbare, and entertaining 
travellers whose casual wayside company is pure 
delight. One wide-eyed itinerant Alaskan who we 
bumped into on several occasions was, it became 
clear, determined to be astonished by everything. 
His response to even the most mundane pieces of 
information, such as that Ginger had got a blister 
on his heel, was a breathless 'WOW!' and we 
became curious to know what would happen if we 
managed to impart to him somethingjust a little 
more momentous. 

The opportunity presented itself when, near the 
end of our visit, we spotted him through the pot
smoke and the chang-haze of the Buddha Lodge 
at Lukla. As I developed my theory that the Grand 
Tour this dedicated traveller was embarked upon 
had, like its eighteenth century counterpart, 
become so stereotyped, so hackneyed, and so 
predictable as to be no longer capable of giving any 
novel insights or unexpected delights and that the 
only useful purpose it could serve was to open 
one's eyes to the disregarded variety and richness 
of the despised country and society from which 
one had set out, I was rewarded with a succession 
of WOWs of ever-increasing intensity. 'Yes' 
agreed Ginger finally 'There's nothing like travel 
for narrowing the mind'. Anxiously, we both 
looked at our Alaskan friend. Would he explode, 
or emit a WOW audible only to passing bats? 
Neither- he was struck dumb-and in the ensuing 
silence I pondered the significance of Ginger's 
Coup de grace. If trampling through the Sherpa's 
homeland does this to us, what does itdo to them? 

It is a great pity that the vast majority of the 
visitors to Khumbu now fly straight into Lukla 
from Kathmandu. Quite apart from the 
undoubted advantage that, if they had to walk all 
the way most of them wouldn't get there, they 
miss out completely on one of the most 
remarkable experiences that this journey affords: 
the striking contrast between the Buddhist 
Sherpas and their Hindu neighbours. It is one of 
those rare and vivid contrasts that are experienced 
through the stomach: 

Anyone who has travelled in rural Nepal has 
experienced the difference in the attitudes of 
Buddhist and Hindu communities. In theformer 
it is easy to gain entrance to houses and offers of 
hospitality are usually freelyforthcomingwhile in 
Hindu villages no stranger is admitted and even 
his attempts to purchase victuals often meet with 
difficulty. 1 

To arrive by foot in Sherpa country is to gain some 
insight into what it was like for the Israelites to 
reach the Promised Land. Though Khum bu may 
1 Haimendorf, Christoph von Furer, Himalayan Traders(Murray 1975) p 
286. This book and TheSherpasoJNepal(Murray 1964) by the same author 
provide an excellent and very readable account or Sherpa Society and its 
changing involvement with the wider world. 
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not overflow with milk and honey,chang2, chips, 
chagpa3, tea, and tsampa4 issue in a steady stream 
from every wayside shack between Tragdobug 
and Gorak Shep. 

As the flow of tourists increases, and as trekking 
agencies proliferate to satisfy their needs, so more 
and more Sherpas, in order to get any sort of share 
in the action, find that they have to move away 
from Khum bu and spend more and more time in 
Kathmandu: Kathmandu is where the tourists 
arrive and it is where the agencies spring up. As 
they make this transition they move out of the free 
and easy atmosphere of home into a Hindu world 
dominated by group controls: land is controlled 
by joint families, the nature of the relationship 
between any two individuals is specified by the 
positions within the caste hierarchy of the groups 
to which each belongs: all is ordered, prescribed, 
and regulated, not with a view to securing a 
maximum level of individual economic 
advantage, but in order to maintain the separation 
and the purity of social groups. The Sherpa 
arriving in Kathmandu to seek his fortune finds 
himself incorporated into this alien world in a 
rather lowly position. The omnivorous diet and 
the easy-going egalitarianism, that would serve 
him so well on his trading trips and his climbing 
expeditions, ensure that this despicable and 
polluting cow-eater is fitted in at the very bottom 
of the caste hierarchy. Three possibilities exist for 
him. He can try, by ignoring his new social 
environment, to rise serenely above it; he can sink 
beneath its surface; orhecandecidethatitisall too 
heavy a scene and return to his potatoes and his 
yaks in .Khumbu. Increasingly it is an either/or 
predicament. To stay 'together' he has to return to 
Khum bu but, ifhe does that, he has to give up any 
hope of getting a worthwhile slice of the tourist 
cake. The traditional option, enjoyed by Pemba 
Tarkay and Mimgma Tsering, of having one's 
tourist cake and eating it in Khum bu is becoming 
less and less available. 

The new Sherpa entrepreneurs, who have done 
so well out of mountaineering and tourism, often 
come from the less important families. Since 
mountaineering was quite well developed before 
the irade with Tibet came to a sudden end, the 
important families have to some extent missed 
out and it is those who, having little to lose to start 
with, were prepared to take the big risks who are 
now (provided they are still alive) building hotels, 
visiting Buckingham Palace, sending their 
children to private schools in Darjeeling, and 
driving around Kathmandu in long-wheelbase 
Land Rovers. Pemba Tarkay and Mimgma 
Tsering poke some gentle fun at these wheeling 
and dealing businessmen as they rush back and 
forth between their hotels and shops in Namche 
and their trekking interests in Kathmandu. 
Perhaps the most convincing evidence for the 
existence of these three clearly separate options 
that confront the present-day Sherpa is provided 
by the different ways in which his time and space 
can be organised. 

The'together' Sherpa is usually encountered in 
Khum bu and, though his time is clearly valuable, 
he has it unobtrusively organised and is able to act 
the considerate and attentive host On his 
occasional visits to Kathmandu, a casual call or a 
chance meeting in the street may be followed by a 
pleasanteveningat a Tibetan restaurant: The Om, 
The Utse, or The An An; no hustlingforwork, no 
respectful bullshit, no talking business - just an 
easy-going friendly occasion with some good 
gossip and a few sly digs at Pasang Kami (who was 
sirdar on Annapurna South Face and has since 
2 Rice beer J a high carbohydrate stew 4 Parched barley ground to a fine 
powder - delicious with pieces of Tibetan cheese and a mug of tea tipped 
into it. 
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made good in Namche and Kathmandu) and 
Kelvin Kent (who was Base Camp manager on 
Annapurna South Face and on Everest '72 and 
has since made good in Colorado). Sherpas that 
take up the other two options are readily 
distinguishable; some are almost impossible to 
get hold of, the others are almost impossible to get 
rid of. The latter tend to hang around the 
compounds of trekking agencies on the off
chance that they may get some work or else they 
will, off their own bat, perform various 
unnecessary services for you inorderthatyou may 
become obligated to them in some way. The 
former have so many irons in so many widely
dispersed fires that their time is always in short 
supply. I had, for instance, hoped to meet up with 
Per Temba (who was sirdar on the 1975 Everest 
Expedition and is now, among other things, a 
group leader with Mountain Travel) at his 
parents' house in Khumjung but this was not to 
be. In the seventeen days it took me to visit 
Khumbu and walk back to Kathmandu, Per 
Temba had had a trip there, one to Pokhara, and 
had been to Delhi and to Bombay as well. 

It is in the contrast and tension between the 
frantic entrepreneurial option and the cool, 
'together' option that, it seems to me, the close 
similarity between Sherpas and Sahibs is located. 
There is no finer Sahib example of the entrepre
neurial pole than Bongington. At the time that the 
South West Face of Everest suddenly became 
available he was already involved in the early 
planning stages of a live Eiger broadcast. Despite 
the massive inroads that they made upon his time, 
he kept both options open and eventually was 
faced with an agonising dilemma. Since they were 
scheduled to take place at the same time, he could 
not go on both of them. Clearly, Everest was the 
more important, yet its outcome was less certain 
and what is more the Eiger broadcast, unlike 
Everest, would go on with or without him. The 
prospect that, ifhe went to Everest, somebody else 
would cavort across the television screens of 
Europe was almost too much for him to bear, and 
it was only after h~ had tried, unsuccessfully, to 
have the Eiger programme rescheduled that he 
was forced to accept, grudgingly, that even he 
could not manage to be in two places at once. 

This slightly malicious 'Bonington story' is just 
the sort of tale that would be relished by Pemba 
Tarkay. Indeed, it is very similar to those that he 
himselfrecounts about 'all those businessmen in 
Namche'. And, of course, British mountaineering 
too has its Pemba Tarkays - those little slit-eyed 
Mancunians who seem to spend their lives fishing 
and playing darts yet, somehow, always manage 
to be in the right place at the right time. 

The Western climber who visits Nepal is likely 
to spend most of his time in the company of 
Sherpas who have taken up one or other of these 
two options and he may remain blissfully unaware 
of the existence of those who have chosen, or have 
been forced to accept, the third. Last year some 
Sherpas (on a 'safe' tourist trek not a 'dangerous' 
mountaineering expedition) were caught in a 
storm on the Thorong La - the pass that links 
Manang with Muktinath. The well-equipped 
clients and the well-equipped Sherpas survived 
but several of the local (non-Sherpa) porters, who 
had only cotton clothing and were carrying heavy 
loads, died. Some Americans also happened to be 
crossing the pass and they did all they could, and 
tried to get the Sherpas to help the exhausted 
porters. One porter who had collapsed in the snow 
had just been left there and they tried to persuade 
the Sherpas to go back up to help him. They 
refused, saying 'He is not a memberof the party'. 
This 'collective-survival' response - drawing a 

protective boundary line around ' Sherpas' or 'the 
party' and then saying to hell with anyone outside 
it - is typical of this third option. It is an option that 
more and more Sherpas are taking up. Why? 

Like .Hindu castes, the ever-proliferating 
trekking agencies too seem to have sorted 
themselves out into a hierarchy. At the bottom of 
the pile come the rip-off merchants in Pokhara 
who promise to organise a trek, ask for an advance 
to buy equipment and food, and then just 
disappear. At the top of the pile is Mountain 
Travel, closely followed by Annapurna Trekking, 
International Treks and Tours, Manaslu 
Trekking, Trans-Himalayan, and the Sherpa 
Cooperative. Between them, these firms take 
about seventy percent of the market. 

In Britain, it is the large and long-established 
organisations that tend to become stodgy and 
traditional whilst enterprise and innovation 
flourish among the upstart newcomers. In Nepal, 
it is the other way round. The agencies near the top 
of the pile, though their bread-and-butter is the 
lavishly equipped and staffed standard tourist 
trek, also provide the much more varied, 
specialised, and demanding services required by 
television teams, ornithologists, rafters, 
botanists, canoeists, hang-gliders, and above all, 
mountaineers. !tis in the optimistic, competitive, 
expensive, and initiative-encouraging milieu of 
these up-market organisations, with good rates of 
pay and handsome retainers for big-name 
Sherpas, that the Khumbu equivalent of Dick 
Whittington is mostlikely to be able to turn a blind 
eye to the daily preoccupations of the Hindu 
world. But increasingly the chances are that, 
arriving penniless in Kathmandu, he will fetch up 
somewhere very different. 

In the agencies lower down tie hierarchy, costs 
are pared and a sirdar will be offered a fixed figure 
for the complete organisation of a trek - the 
unspoken assumption being that, ifhe can do it for 
less, he can pocket the difference. This is the start 
of the system offiddles. Once the trekking agency 
gives tacit approval to the sirdar's 'legitimate 
perks' the same unmentioned principle works its 
way right through the system: the cook (second
in-command) gives a backhander to the sirdar, 
collects backhanders from the cook-boys, and 
does a lucrative little deal with the various 
shopkeepers in return for false invoices. Porters, 
in return for employment, have to give a 
proportion of their wages back to the sirdar (the 
going rate in 1978 was whispered to be Rs 2 per 
porters per day- one eighth of his pay). The result 
is a fa~de within which cheery smiling Sherpas 
take all responsibility out of your hands, and an 
incredibly cumbersome and over-staffed 
bandobast5 t-otally dedicated (apparently) to the 
comfort of the Sahib and poised ready to satisfy his 
every whim. In fact, it is no such thing. It exists 
primarily to satisfy its owri ends which, because 
they are defined entirely in terms offiddles, have 
always to be kept hidden. As the managing 
director of one trekking agency said to me: 'As 
long as the clients are well fed and are happy with 
the trek, and as long as we get our profit, then 
everything's fine'. In such a setting, innovation 
becomes virtually impossible. Since, behind its 
obsequious fa~de, the whole system is stabilised 
by an elaborate framework of differentials -
differential rights to fiddles - any tiny change that 
might seem desirable in theinterestof economy or 
efficiency is almost certain to result, somewhere 
along the line, in someone's legitimate perk 
becoming too large or too small. 

Tot: Sherpas that the elite Western climber is 
5 Best translated as 'outfit'. Traditionally the status of a Sahib was 
detennined by the size and complexity of his bandobast. 



Sherpas making a living in old, potato picking, and new, tourist herding style. 

likely to meet are of his own kind - big-name 
Sherpas or promising up-and-coming young lads 
retained by one of the specialist agencies. These 
are the Sherpas who have been able to take the big
risk-and-big-reward option and rise serenely 
above the restrictive social environment of 
Kathmandu. But the naturalist, the fell-walker, 
the adventurous tourist, or the ordinary club 
climber, who after years of saving finally signs on 
for a package trek to Everest, will probably meet 
Sherpas who have taken the fiddles option: 'Let us 
pamper you with legendary Sherpa hospitality 
and efficiency during your travels in the world's 
mightiest mountain range', pleads one trekking 
agency's brochure. Ifhe is well fed and has good 
weather, if the scenery and the rigours of the 
journey match up to his expectations, and if the 
Sherpas keep smiling, he will leave Nepal a 

satisfied man. Only ifhe happens to be caught in a 
storm on a high pass mey he get a glimpse of what 
lies behind that efficient, pampering, smiling 
facade. In that rare eventuality, his life's dream 
may well turn into a nightmare. 

In substituting animate tourists for inanimate 
trade goods, the Sherpas have laid themselves 
open to an insidious variety of cultural 
imperialism. As tourism increases so, inevitably, 
most of that increase takes place towards the 
package end of the market. At the same time, 
mountaineers, who whatever else they may do to 
the Sherpas are at least prepared to meet them 
half-way, constitute a diminishing proportion of 
the total tourist flow; and anyway they are now 
tending to dispense with the services of Sherpas 
on the grounds both of economy and 
mountaineering aesthetics. This is the awful 

paradox of mass tourism: the more we insistthata 
country and its inhabitants remain the same, the 
more we change them. The Khumbu of Shipton 
and of Hillary, like Wordsworth's Grasmere, now 
exists not as a place but only as a state of mind. 

But Sahibs and Sherpas have always met one 
another in the mental, rather than the physical, 
Khumbu - that is why they are so similar: 

The mind that ocean where each kind 
Does straight its own resemblance find; 

(Andrew Marvell, 7he Garden) .. 
Summary 

A climber/anthropologist's view of the Sherpas 
and their inter-action with the climbing and 
trekking expeditions. 
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OBITUARY 

Alison Chadwick
Onyszkiewicz 

It was in the spring of 1970 
and we had planned a 
weekend foray into Pem
brokeshire. I arranged to 
collect Pete Biven and his new 
climbing partner at the Severn 
Bridge but when he strolled 
into the cafe with a tall 
statuesque girl, her dark hair 
dangling down her back in a 
thick plait, I was a little taken 
aback. 
"She'll follow me up 
anything ... and she's a 
competent leader too," volun
teered Pete "and she's strong 
enough to make a good job of 
holding me if I should drop 
off!" he added encouragingly. 
And that was how, in the 
shadow of one of the greatest 
rock-climbers of his day, I first 
met Alison. 
She was, at that time, 
teaching at Exeter Art College 
under Cliff Fishwick, himself 
of course a well known 
mountaineer. She had trained 
at the Slade and later in 
Warsaw and was already 
experienced on British and 
an active member of the 
London Graduate M.C. For a 
while she became a notable 
member of that group of 
climbers which, stimulated by 
Biven, did so much pioneering 
on south-western sea-cliffs in 
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the early seveAties. She kne_w 
her territory well for her home 
was near the north Cornish 
coast and with Biven, or with 
Ian Howell another frequent 
rope-mate, she made early -
and occasionally first -
ascents of many now-classic 
routes. Often they were loose 
and serious if not desperately 
hard, among them the Devil's 
Lime Kiln on Lundy, the 
Lad ram Bay Stacks, 
Pembroke's Elugug Stacks 
and wild climbs on Cornakey, 
Sharpnose and Baggy Point 
are noteworthy. There were 
many great traverses too and 
it was always Alison who, 
summer or winter, would 
swim the unclimbable zawns 
to fix the tyrolean rope. Her 
comradeship was an integral 
feature of those halcyon days. 
Perhaps it was this familiarity 
with the less 'main-stream' 
climbing that enabled Alison 
to perform so strongly on big 
mountains, unruffled and with 
apparent ease? In the Alps 
with Biven she traversed 
Monte Dizgrazia by the Corda 
Molla - her first big alpine 
route - and with Howell she 
bombed the Badile's North 
Ridge in a swift time. In later 
years. with her husband, she 
climbed such classics as the 
Bumilergrat on Piz Palu's 
North Face, the Swiss Route 
on the North Face of Les 

Courtes and the North Faces 
of the Triolet, Pain de Sucre 
and Chardonnet among 
others. 
But the Alps were a stepping 
stone to Poland, she made 
frequent visits and in the 
autumn of '71 Janusz 
Onyszkiewicz came over to 
Cornwall to claim his bride. 
They left the church through 
an arch of ice-axes and after 
the reception, in climbing 
gear and roped together, they 
belayed each other across the 
lawn and away over the hill. 
Janusz is a prominent Polish 
expeditionary mountaineer 
and had already been 
welcomed into the south-west 
climbing scene. He was then a 
mathematics professor in 
Warsaw and back in Poland 
Alison rapidly became 
involved in the High Mountain 
Club and with other European 
women climbers. She was 
professionally active too and 
in '76 an exhibition of her 
mountain lithographs and 
paintings was shown all over 
Poland. 
In '72 she went to 
Afghanistan with a Polish 
expedition and, with Janusz, 
she climbed Asp-e-Safed 
(21,680ft) and then Noshaq -
at 24, 581ft the second 
highest Hindu Kush summit. 
As a result she was selected 
as one of the lead climbers of 
a Polish women's team to visit 
the Pamir but, with a British 
passport, no Russian visa was 
forthcoming . Three years later 
however, in '75, she was 
asked to join the Polish Ladies 
Karakorum Expedition and 
with them, in Pakistan, she 
made the first ascent of the 
then world's highest virgin 
peak - Gasherbrum 111 
(26,090ft) Janusz who with a 
men's expedition had just 
repeated G.11, was able to 
join her on the summit. It is 
worth noting that G.111 is, 
and always will be, the 
highest peak first climbed by 
a women, besides being the 
second highest summit (after 
Kangchenjunga) first 
ascended by a Britih climber! 
It was an exploit which 
remained virtually unsung in 
Britain, Alison had never 
courted publicity, although 
she was elected one of the 
very first lady members of the 
Alpine Club. But in Poland she 
was awarded gold medals by 
both the Ministry of Sport and 
the Foreign Ministry! 
During the winter of 1973 she 
made several important first 
winer ascents in the Tatra. 
It came as no surprise when, 
while Janusz was working on 
an exchange at Leeds 
University, Alison was invited 
to join the '78 American 
Ladies Expedition to 
Annapurna 1. She visited 
California to meet and climb 
with the other girls and threw 
herself keenly into the • 
preparatory work: it was good 
to know that Janusz would be 
in Nepal himself at the same 
time climbing with British 
friends on Himalchuli. On 

Annapurna's northern flank 
the girls worked well and the 
first assault party reached the 
summit . Two days later, on 
October 17th, a second 
assault party, going strongly 
for the top, fell from an 
awkward step at about 
24,000ft. Alison died with her 
companion Vera Watson. 
Comparatively unknown to the 
British climbing world, Alison 
was one of the most 
accomplished of the world's 
women mountaineers. Big 
mountains were her metier for 
she was brave and level
headed and had the 
determination and the 
stamina to perform consis
tently well. Always she was 
excellent company -
charming and delightfull_y 
feminine yet with the sense of 
humour that is so necessary 
when the going gets tough. 
Plans are well advanced for 
the establishment of a fund in 
her memory, to be 
administered by the M.E.F., 
which will encourage and 
financially assist women 
mountaineers to climb among 
the Greater Ranges .. . a project 
very much after Alison's own 
heart. 
John Cleare 

Willie Unsoeld 
Willie Unsoeld (Dr. William F. 
Unsoeld), 52, was killed in an 
avalanche at about two pm on 
Sunday, March 4 while 
descending from Mount 
Rainier in the State of 
Washington. He was 
escorting a group of 22 
Evergreen State College 
students and was at about 
10,000ft when rapidly rising 
temperatures and warm rain 
loosened the snow. One of the 
students was also killed with 
him. 
Willie Unsoeld had had wide 
Himalayan climbing 
experience. In 1 949 he made 
an attempt on Nilkanta in 
Garhwal. It was at that time 
that, seeing Nanda Devi, he 
declared that it was the most 
beautiful mountain he had 
ever seen and that his first 
daughter would bear its name. 
He was a member of an 
unsuccessful expedition to 
Makalu in 1954. In 1 960 he 
made the first ascent of 
Masherbrum, in the 
Karakoram. In 1963 he and 
Tom Hornbein made the 
remarkable first ascent of the 
West Ridge of Mount Everest . 
In a bivouac on the descent, in 
typical fashion he tended to 
his companion's feet rather 
than his own and as a result 
lost nine of his own toes. 
Despite that, he kept on 
climbing. He was co-leader of 
the 1 976 Inda-American 
Nanda Devi Expedition, which 
climbed the difficult 
Northwest face and North 
ridge. On that expedition, his 
daughter, Nanda Devi 
Unsoeld, tragically died of an 
embolism at 24,000ft. Both 
father and daughter would 
have been on the next summit 
team. 



Willie and Nanda Devi Unsoe/d 

Unsoeld had a distinguished 
professional career. At the 
time of his death he was a 
professor of comparative 
religion at The Evergreen 
State College in Oympia 
Washington, where he 
combined standard, 
disciplined erudition with 
wilderness experience. He had 
also held other important 
posts. From 1962 to 1967 he 
was in Nepal, first as director 
of the Peace Corps there and 
then the Agency for 
International Development. 
From 1967 to 1970 he was 
vice-president of the 
American Outward Bound. 

Georges Charlet 
With the death of Georges 
Charlet French climbing has 
lost one of the most vigorous 
personalities of the inter-war 
years. Born in 1901 near 
Argentiere he started to climb 
at an early age with his 
brother Armand. He became a 
guide in 1924 and climbing 
was his life from then on. 
Georges was never as well 
known as Armand but never
theless he made more than 80 
first ascents or variants in the 
Mont Blanc massif. In 1929 
he made the first ascent of the 
North Face of the Verte with 
Bradford Washburn and 
developed a particular 
affection for this mountain, 
climbing it more than 30 
times. He climbed 10 new 
lines on the Verte, among 
them the right hand variants 
to the Couturier and Cordier 
Couloirs and the first ascent 
without a bivouac and the first 
descent of the Grand Montets 
arete. 
He was as good on rock as ice. 
Among his 'firsts' were the 

Chamonix faces of the Peigne 
and the Fou, the East Face of 
t~ Pelerins (Carmichael 
route), the Chamonix face of 
the Rocher de la Corde and 
the North Face of the Col du 
Pain du Sucre. His other 
speciality, most often with 
William Carmichael, was to 
climb the unclimbed 
'gendarmes' of the Mont 
Blanc area - such as the 
Capucins and the Trident of 
the Chardonnet, the Clacher 
and Chandelle du Tacul, the 
Capucin des Rouges de 
Do lent and the Pointe 
Evelyne ... he made the first 
ascent of the Aiguille near the 
Ravenel and Mummery which 
bears his name. 
In 1 926 he met Alain de 
Chatellus who became his 
most constant climbing 
partner. They made a very 
large number of first ascents 
and climbs together, 
including more than 21 peaks 
over 4,000 metres in the 
Valais and Oberland. He was 
also a great skier, spending 
each winter doing long ski 
mountaineering tours. 
After more than 25 years as a 
guide he retired in 1950 to 
devote himself to his own 
affairs. In the preface to one 
of Alain de Chatellus' books 
Lucien Devies paid him this 
tribute: "Georges Charlet is 
one of the great French 
guides, a Chamoniard, lively, 
witty, sensible, with a 
faultless mountain instinct 
and indomitable courage, he 
is a brilliant technician on all 
kinds of terrain and excels on 
ice." 
The photo shows George 
Charleton the 1st ascent of 
the Chandelle de Tacul in 
1930. Climbing in espadrilles 
he climbed the difficult pitch 
thanks to wedges and a 
classic 'jammed ice 0axe'. 

Tiziana Weiss and 
Hermine Muller 
Alpine accidents have robbed 
the European climbing scene 
of two of its most proficient 
and popular women climbers. 
The young Italian, Tiziana 
Weiss, was killed when an 
abseil sling gave way on the 
Pala del Refugio in July, and 
Hermine Muller, the Bavarian 
climber from Garmisch, died 
with her partner on the 
Philipp-Flamm Route in Sep
tember. 

Tiziana came from Trieste. 
She was the only child of 
mountain-loving parents and 
turned naturally to climbing ofn 
her teens, first on easier 
routes in the Dolomites and 
Julians, graduating to more 
serious undertakings from 
1972, since when she had 
quickly notched up an im
pressive list of routes, 
including the first winter 
ascent of the Castiglioni 
Route on Sass Maor and an 
all-female ascent of the Tissi 
Route on the Torre Trieste. 
In 1975 she was seconding 
Peter Habeler on the Mauk 
West Face when he fell after a 
hold gave way. He plunged 
past her but was luckily able 
to pendule across to the 
easier Mauk Spur, which he 
climbed. Tiziana was not a 
little surprised to see him 
approaching her from above 
when she supposed him to be 
in difficulties below. 
In 1 977 she led a young 
friend up the French Spur on 
Crozzon di Brenta, and more 
recently she visited Anna
purna Ill. 

Hermine Muller, born 1938, 
came late to climbing. She 
was 32 before she began 
climbing the harder routes, 
but these have included such 
classics as the Comici on the 
Cima Grande, the Cassin on 
the Cima Ovest, Civetta 
North-west Face, Crozzon 
French Spur, Petites Jorasses 

West Face and many more. 
Her partners have included 
Sepp Schrott, Erich Abram, 
Rudi Hornberger and Erich 
Vanis, with whom she went to 
the Garhwal in 1975, hoping 
to climb Dunagiri. Unfortu
natefy she contracted pul
monary oedema at Camp II . 
She and the Swiss climber 
Jakob Gmunder set off to 
climb the Philipp-Flamm in 
September 1 978. Friends saw 
them bivouac some 1 50 
metres below the exit. The 
next morning Gmunder fell 
from just above the bivouac 
site, pulling Hermine off with 
him. Italian rescuers 
recovered the two bodies 
from the face the following 
day. 

Karl Ketron and Brad 
Shaver 
Brad Shaver, age 26, of Ashe
ville, North Carolina and Karl 
Ketron, Age 22, of Kingsport, 
Tennessee were reported 
missing and presumed dead 
October 20, 1978, while 
descending the South West 
Ridge of Dunagiri (23, 184ft) 
Mountain in the Garhwal area 
of the Himalayas, India. 
On the ascent, alpine style 
they reached the summit on 
the 18th at 9.30 a.m. The 
descent was from the summit 
to 22,500ft. On the evening of 
the 18th at the appointed 
time of 6.30 p.m. an all's well 
flashlight signal was received 
from Camp 5 . On the 19th, 
the first sighting of a climber 
was about midmorning and 
then only one figure was seen 
momentarily. Storm coverage 
prevented any further 
sightings that day and no 
signal was received that 
evening . 
A search party on the 21st 
found a pack, stove, and food 
belonging to Ketron at the 
lower lip of e crevasse above 
Camp 1. Nothing else was 
found and due to the storms, 
the search was called off. 
During the search one of the 
search party members was 
killed when he fell into a 
crevasse. The weather and 
terrain conditions prevented 
recovery of his body. 
The support team for this 
climb originated in New Delhi 
and comprised a cooking 
staff. Major D. Kumar, two 
high altitude porters, several 
porters and Akbar Hussain, 
the liaison officer. The 
climbers were observed daily 
by members of the support 
team, and their reports are the 
source of the above 
description and events. 
Brad Shaver, founder, Vice 
President and Manager of 
Mountaineering South, Inc., a 
backpacking, climbing and 
camping retail shop in 
Asheville, North Carolina, was 
one of the pioneers of 
climbing in the southeast USA 
during the late 60's and early 
70's. He is credited with many 
first ascents on Stone 
Mountain, Linville Gorge and 
Looking Glass Rock in North 
Carolina. He spent ► 
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considerable time in the west 
climbing the traditional 
classic routes in Boulder 
Canyon and Glendale Springs 
Canyon in Colorado, The 
Needles in South Dakota and 
Yosemite Valley, California 
where at age 20, he climbed 
Half Dome, solo, taking 4½ 
days. He climbed several 
routes in the Shawangunks, 
New York. 
Karl Ketron, Director of 
Hahayana Experiences, Ltd. of 
Knoxville, Tennessee, a 
Himalayan treking company, 
had considerable experience 
in ice and snow climbing 
having climbed Mount Rainer, 
Adams, Baker and Shasta in 
the Northwest. In the Rocky 
Mountains, he climbed Bridal 
Veil Falls, Marble Falls, Mavon 
Falls and Glenwood Ice Falls. 
On Mount Washington he 
climbed Frankenstein Falls 
and other ice falls. Karl was 
well adapted to ice and snow 
climbing as he spent 
considerable time in 
Switzerland and India prior to 
Dunagiri. 
In June, July, 1978, Brad and 
Karl spent two months in the 
Mont Blanc region of the 
French-Swiss Alps. They 
climbed the Swiss route on 
Les Courtes North Face, 
Triolet North Face, and routes 
on the Verte and Droites. 

Robert Graham 
Hutchinson 
Bob Hutchinson was killed in 
almost inexplicable circum
stances on the 31st August 
1978 when he fell from the 
terrace at the foot of the 
climbs on Eagle Crag, 
Borrowdale. 
A Cumbrian by upbringing he 
moved to Northumberland to 
take up a teaching post af,ter 
training at St. Martins College 
Lancaster. He did not take up 
climbing until the relatively 
late age of 24 but his natural 
ability coupled with 
determination enabled him to 
attain a high standard very 
rapidly. 

LETTERS 
Tobias too biassed 
From Royal Robbins 
The review of the film "El 
Capitan" in Mbuntain 65 
shows the risks Michael 
Tobias runs when he leaves 
the safe pasture of his philo
sophical odes to obscurity 
and ventures into the battle
fields of expository prose. The 
danger is that readers will see 
that he has, after all, little to 
say, and that what he says is 
wrong-headed. They will also 
see that he has little respect 
for the meaning of words, as 
in using "picturesque" as a 
noun, "mythic burps" (future 
climbers might look back and 
speak of "mythic Rurps", but 
"mythic burps?"), "inaudible 
puns" (how does he know that 
were puns?), and the use of 
"suffice for" to mean 
"replace" in "rude expletives 
suffice for dialogue" . I think 
he means "rude expletives are 
meant to be sufficient in place 
of dialogue", but it is hard to 
tell. 
Sometimes the reviewer falls 
back into old habits of nebulo
sity: "It is the zenith of some 
purposelessness, to correlate 
abstract space with the sub
lime." 
One could, indeed, fault nearly 
every sentence, but what 
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struck me most was the level 
of spiteful invective, much of 
it personal, as with "bomb of a 
film", "hapless", "self
conscious", "bore", "preten
tious", "disappointing", 
"rude". "incoherence", 
"tedium", "lack of direction", 
"idiocy", "marred", 
"immaturity", "hodge-podge", 
"complete ruin", "indecisive", 
"I udicrously bungled", "be
laboured", "tripe". He calls the 
film an "ignoble fake" . By this 
he apparently means the film 
does not give a true picture of 
what it is like to climb El Capi
tan. This is a judgement 
rendered from a dis
advantagous viewpoint. He's 
never been there. 
What, I wondered, could have 
elicited from Michael Tobias 
such splenetic excesses? Even 
if the film were as bad as he 
says it would not account for 
the virulence of his reaction . 
My wondering led to query, 
and query to learning that 
Tobias had earlier submitted 
his own screenplay for the El 
Capitan film. Could his bile 
have anything to do with the 
rejection of his own work? 
Could this be the review of a 
jealous suitor? 

Royal Robbins, Modesto 

He was an avid developer of 
new routes particularly in the 
Lake District and on the 
Sandstone crags of North
umberland an area dominated 
by him for the last five years. 
His routes there have brought 
both surprise and respect 
from visiting climbers. 
Although he had a reputation 
as a developer of obscure and 
vegetated crags this was in 
the main unjustified as many 
of his routes are of high 
quality and difficulty. 
He had a cheerful and friendly 
disposition towards all whom 
he met on the crags and 
perhaps he will be 
remembered as much for this 
as his abilities as a climber. 
He leaves a wife Sue to whom 
we offer our sympathy. 

Steve Johnson 
Steve Johnson and his com
panion, Benny Benson, died 
on 26th July 1978 while 
climbing on the Aiguille de 
Blatiere. They were ascending 
the Contamine Couloir as a 
warm up route, for what 
should have been an 
exceptional alpine season, 
intending to take in several of 
the well known North faces as 
wett as the Eiger North Wall. 
On Everest, Steve had proved 
himself an exceptionally 
capable and hard worker. He 

Scottish Winter Gradings 
From Bill Brooker 

The current system of grading 
winter routes was evolved 
among the Aberdeen school 
in the early 1950's and first 
made its appearance in print 
in the S.M.C.J . in 1956. Since 
then it has been adopted in 
various guide books and is 
now in general use. In the last 
few years technological and 
climatic trends have 
encouraged a significant 
increase in both the quantity 
and technical standard of 
winter climbing. The question 
we must now ask ourselves is 
whether the winter grading 
system should be modified to 
meet the changed situation. 
At present it is as follows:-

• GRADE 1 Uncomplicated 
snow climbs having no 
pitches under adequate snow 
conditions. They may however 
present cornice difficulties or 
have dangerous outruns. 
GRADE 2 Gullies containing 
individual or minor pitches, or 
high angle snow with difficult 
cornice exits. Easier 
buttresses which under winter 
cover provide more 
continuous difficulty. Wil I 
include pitches of up to Very 
Difficult. 
GRADE 3 Serious climbs 
which are not advised for 
inexperienced parties. Will 
include climbing of Severe 
standard. 
GRADE 4 Routes of either 
sustained difficulty or of the 
greatest difficulty buttoo short 
to be included in Grade 5. 
GRADE 5 Routes of 
sustained difficulty which 
provide serious expeditions 

seemed to be driven by 
limitless stamina and wry 
cockney humour. With Chris 
Johnson, he was first to 
Advance Base through the 
icefall, one of the group that 
established Camp 5 at the 
South Col and "carried in" for 
the second summit pair to 
27,500ft, before returning to 
the Col, hopeful of the summit 
itself. Eventually all his hopes 
of the summit were dashed, in 
order to bring down Stokes 
and Lane who had been badly 
frostbitten. 
To look at Steve, tall, but of 
slight build, one found it hard 
to believe that he was a Sgt. in 
the Special Air Service with 
specific skills as a demolition 
expert, linguist and mountain 
guide, having completed the 
tough German Army Alpine 
Guides Course at Mittenwald. 
Civilian and Military climbers 
from all over Europe who 
partnered him on many fine 
routes will miss his friendship, 
and love of life. Personally I 
shall always remember him, 
besides everything else, as 
having a taste for nauseous 
kipper ties, embroidered with 
naked ladies and his out
standing mimic of the 
"Oxbridge accent" guaranteed 
to turn pompous Colonels, 
Generals and the like into 
stunned silence. .A. 

usually requiring favourable 
conditions. (To be in this 
grade a route usually requires 
to be at least 500ft ( 1 50m) 
and to reach or exceed Very 
Severe at several points). 
It should be remembered that 
the grading relates to the 
overall seriousness of the 
climb and is not a precise 
measure of the actual 
technical difficulty 
encountered at its hardest 
point. It follows that if a climb 
is short it may reach a higher 
technical standard than a long 
route of similar grade, which 
may well merit its assessment 
on account of its length, 
route-finding aspects or 
problems of escape. Recent 
editorial correspondence 
raises the following points: 
(a) The increase in very hard 
routes which are too short to 
justify a 5 grade but which 
may be of higher technical 
standard than many 5's, e.g. 
The Chancer (280ft, 84m), un
doubtedly containing Hard 
Very Severe climbing but on 
the present system it should 
be 4 rather than 5. One 
answer to this problem is to 
grade such routes as 4 (or 5) 
with a suffix such as 'S' for 
short. Other solutions have 
been suggested. 
(b) Recent growth in hard 
rock climbing has resulted in 
a revision of the scale to 
incorporate the H.V.S. and 
X.S. grades. Should winter 
gradings similarly be 
extended to a Grade 6? A view 
has been expressed that 
Grade 5 (by definition) 
includes the most serious 
climbs and that (whatever 
may exist elsewhere) the scale 
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of our own mountains would 
effectively prevent any 
possible route from achieving 
the level of seriousness to 
warrant a Sixth grading. 
Further, there is nothing to 
prevent reference to pitches 
of H.V.S., X.S., etc. in the 
route descriptions of 
technically hard climbs 
whether they be short (Grade 
4) or long (Grade 5). 
(c) Does a system which was 
evolved to cater for traditional 
methods of winter climbing 
still hold good for an activity 
which has undergone so 
much technological change? 
Has the advent of techniques 
which allow Smith's Gully to 
be climbed in 45 minutes 
removed the justification for a 
grading based upon 
seriousness? In reply it has 
been pointed out that 
although present day ice 
climbing differs radically from 
that of twenty years ago the 
steep winter rock which is the 
arena for some of today's 
most impressive 
performances yields to a 
technique which has more in 
common with the past than 
with the pick and stick of 
modern ice work. 

V.D., S., V.S., etc. as many 
climbers do now. 
(e) One suggestion is to 
introduce pitch gradings but 
this might make for other 
problems as in winter 
conditions the choice of belay 
points and precise route will 
often vary. 
The debate is involved and 
specialised. It clearly cannot 
be conducted in the annually 
appearing pages of the 
S.M.C.J. nor should it be left 
to the editors of Journals and 
Guidebooks. Those who are 
presently active on the winter 
frontier should be involved in 
confirming its definition - or 
redefinition . 
Comments and letters are 
invited and should be sent 
NOW. not after your 
prejudices have been 
reinforced by next season's 

climbs. By then the 
discussions may be over. 

Bill Brooker 
Editor, Scottish Mountaineer
ing Club Journal 
c/o 35, Oakhill Road 
Aberdeen 
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Reinhold Messner, Peter 
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(d) Climbing technique on 
steep winter rock is also 
closer to rock climbing than to 
front pointing on pure ice, 
which suggests that to 
introduce a new technical 
grading for the actual ice 
climbing would be very 
confusing and it might be 
easier to think of ice pitches in 
terms of the present system of 
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21-day and 14-day DISCOVER AFRICA programme, 
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trekking in big-game country near Mara Game Reserve; 
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The world's lightest full size Karabiner: 
Salewa hollow 2,000 kp 

The Salewa hollow karabiner is the lightest full 
size karabiner in the world; big wall climbers will 
appreciate the huge weight saving of a bunch of 
Salewa hollow karabiners as well as the light smooth 
gate action. - A masterprice of Salewa·technology. 

e Individually load tested, to the guaranteed strength 
of 2000kp (breaking strength 2250kp). 

e Finest workmanship down to the most minute 
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• Manufactured from special aircraft alloy tubing. 

• Smooth gate action. Distinct lip to catch pegs. 

• The more you carry, the more you'll notice the 
difference. 

Also available: RR Hollow Karabiner, model Royal Robbins. 
Exclusively available in the U.S.A. from Mountain 
Paraphernalia Modesto Ca. 

Made by climbers for climbers 
~~ SALEWA 

Send for our fully illustrated technical catalogue to: Mrs.M. Long, Karrimor International Limited, Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes. 
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"1'RAVEL -l"''lll"ll!lftJlllRGED ~ 
UNUSUAL EXPEDITIONS FOR , 
SMALL GROUPS OF EXPL()JIERS 
Inquire about our Trans St. Elias adventure 
this June . . a crossing of the St. Elias Range on 
sk.iis and on foot from the Gulf of Alaska to 
Kluane Lake in the Yukon. a classic Alaskan 
adventure. 

Or the Cordillera Vilcanota Expedition in 
July-21 days of high altitude exploration and 
climbing in one of the least known regions of the 
Peruvian Andes. 

For 1980: the Hispar Biafo Expedition in 
Pakistan ... a 30-day glacier trek across rugged 
Karakorum glaciers with a chance for explora
tion and first ascents from the remote Snow Lake 
region at 16,000 feet. 

Write for our 64-page illustrated catalog describ
ing all our expeditions & outings for 1979 
(include $1 for postage). 

In U.SA. Mountain Travel 1398-MT Solano Ave. 
Albany, Ca. 94706 
(415) 527-8100 
In U.I[.: Twickenham Travel 
22 Church Street 
Twickenham TWl 3NW, England 
In Canada: Mountain Travel Canada 
737 Burley Dnve 
West Vancouver B.C. V7f I 27 
In AU9tralla • N- Zealand: Ausventure Holidays 
P.O. Box54 
Mosman, N.S.W. 2088, Australia 
Expeditions 61\d Outif\&S to Remote Wilderness Areas of the World 

Therm-a-Rest on K-2 
Pumori 
McKinley 
Logan 

llljoy 
SIEepi119 Co•lort 
lnywllen ... 

the 

self-INFLATING· INSULATING 
mattresses 

NOW IN 3 SIZES. Lightweight and com
pact , Therm-a-Rest gives you more 
sleeping comfort than other mattresses 
or pads. Just open the valve . 
3/4 length: 19"x47"x1 ½": wt. , 1½ lbs . 
Full length mattress and Sportseat available . 

THERM-A-REST/Cascade Designs, Inc. d. N 
568 1st Avenue S., Seattle, WA 98104 

Classes year-round 
Guided climbs anywhere 

Fast paced, comprehensive instruction, 
training and conditioning . Enter at your level 
of ability. Proceed at your best pace . Courses 
include: Basic Rock Climbing , Intermediate and 
Advanced Free Climbing, Leading , Direct Aid , 
Bouldering , Technical and REE 
Summer Ice Climbing and F 
Guided Climbs. BROCHURE 
Name(Printl 

Address 

City State Zip 

California Mountaineering 
and Technical Rock 
Climbing School t 
~O. Box1576 . • I 
ldyllwild, Ca . 92349 ~'f1 

I (714l 559.4ao1 1114) 355.1152 ... , 1#, · r,1 I L.----------~ 

Pitching it strong 
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c;;amp Two heralds a new 
generation of tents by Camptrails 
and it would be no exaggeration to say 
that it represents a real breakthrough 
in tent design. Here is a tent with all 
the advantages of testing and 
experimenting under the most 
demanding conditions. For the 
lightweight camper and backpacker 
it has more room for living and storage 
and more headroom than the old 
traditional long ridge tents. It has 
double zippered doors with mosquito 
net ventilation. 

For the expert climber, the special 
flysheet gives maximum protection 
in bad weather on difficult terrain. 
Camp Two has been in the mountains 
and, like Camptrails packs, has 
proved tough and dependable. ~ .. 
Camptrails believe in ~~ 
producing only_the best (]~jt 
for the demanding nu•~ 
enthusiast. <(;_jr:J:~ 
CAMPTRAILS- ~ 
GREAT OUTDOORS 
Camptrails International, 
Industrial Estate, Waterford , Ireland . 
Tel: (051) 76416/72469/72716 



EBa 
good buy 

Send us your cheque for £19 .95 and we'll rush you your pair 
of EB's, those famous rock shoes - at an incredible price! 
Fast Mail Order Service. 
Barclaycard and Access welcome. Send now for our compre
hensive competitive Price List which includes Hire Charges . 
Many more bargains available at the NE Specialists. 

I Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET, 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Tel: 23561 

24 Fitzwilliam Gate Sheffield S14JH Tel: 25631 

BECK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
• Hand-made of neoprene nylon in our small shop 
• Used by the most active climbers in Europe 
• Relied upon for Karakoram and Himalaya expeditions 
• Makers of the Chouinard crampon straps 
• Unconditionally Guaranteed 
• International orders welcome - Fast service 
• Send 15~ stamp or equivalent for catalog . 

Beck, Dept. K, 4025 State St., #54 Santa Barbara, CA 93110 USA 

Go 
anywhere 

gear 
We stock possibly the widest range of high quality 
equipment for climbers in Britain at extremely 
competitive prices. 

Famous brands we stock include: 

Ace, Atkinsons, Beaufort, 
Belstaff, Berghaus, Blacks, 
Boylan, Bukta, Bulldog, 
Camp Trails, Caravan, 
Chouinard, Clog, 
Dachstein, Daimor, Edelrid, 
Edelweiss, Galibier, G. & H., 
Grenfell, Hawkins, Helly 
Hansen, Henry Lloyd, Hiatt, 
Howarth, lnteralp, Janus, 
Javlin, Joanny, Jumar, 
Karrimor, Mammut, Mascot, 
Millet, Moac, 

Mountain, M.S.R., North 
Cape, North Wall, Oldham, 
Optimus, Peck, P. & 0., 
Point Five, Mountain House, 
Bia Band, Raven, Rohan, 
Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Seal Fur, Sigg, Silva, 
Simond, Snowdon, Solar, 
Sprayway, Springlow, 
Sticht, Stubai, Sunto, 
Tenson, Tilley, Trangia, 
Troll, Ultimate, Vango, 
Viking, Wild Water, Wilkie, 
Yakpak. 

SPECIAL OFFER - best buy in the U.K. 
F & T 45m x 11 mm Kernmantel Rope . Holds 6 U I AA Fal Is. 
Prices (inc 15% VAT) £31.89 45m x 9mm £24 .98 . 

Send for our free mail order catalogue offering substantial 
reductions, or visit our shop, open Mon-Fri 9 -5, Thurs. 4-1 
Sat 9-4.30 . Access and Barclaycard accepted. 

EXPORT & CONTRACT 
We have a special contract department for club, 
expedition and educational orders, and for a personal 
and direct export. 

Please send me:-

D Further details of Field & 
Treks own label equipment and full 

catalogue. 

D Details of Heron Optical (Our 
associate optical company.) 

D The Backpacker Gear Guide 50p 

ADDRESS __________ _ 

MB 

ss 
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WhyEventry? 
1. More safety 
2. Lower weight 

under wet (British) 
conditions 

3. Less friction and 
abrasion 

4. longer rope life 
5. Perfect handling 

• ll8bl'al waterproofing for leeltler and --
• deep penetrating power 
• keeps leeltler supple 
• protects leeltler fnlm water and 1111111k1 
• neurlshes the leeltler 
• prevents drying out 
• maintains permeability 

and lmthellility 
·inllammalllt ..... 
8%lliudeplallle 

Detailed information in the new EDELRID cataloque 79/80. 
Available at your specialist shop or from 
MOAG, Wellington Mills, Duke Street, Manchester 

UADliO 
The facts behind a great range of tents. 
Hytex Fabrics-specially developed for Force Tens in a range 
of weights. 
Ground Sheets-sewn in , tough, waterproof, light. 
Ventilation and Zips-mesh ventilation to reduce condensation, 
tough, non-jamming PVC zips to flaps and doors. 
Cotton/Nylon models-low on condensation, high on wet 
weather protection . 
Bell Ends-roomy storage, streamlined to resist high winds. 
Frames-quick assembly, one piece snap together 'A' frames 
(except GA model which has nylon hoops). 
Assembly-inners can be fitted after fly in wet. 

ELEVATION GROUND PLAN MODEL 

GA-3 

GA -22 

Mk. 2LW 

Mk. 2CN 

Mk. 3ST 

Mk.3LW 

Mk. 3CNX 

Mk. 4ST 

Mk. 4LW 

Mk. 4CNX 

Mk. 5ST 

Mk. 5CNX 

WEIGHT 
LBS. 

7.0 

10.0 

7.7 

7.0 

12.7 

10.0 

11.0 

13.5 

12.3 

13.4 

17.5 

16.5 

UADliOfllfEV 
N4b4grr6&~~rJ 
r---------------, Please send me colour catalogue and name of nearest I 
I stockist for D FORCE TEN TENTS 

I D VAN GO BOOTS D VAN GO RUCKSACS D ALP STOVES I 
I NAME ... ................ ...... ..... ......... .. .............................. ... I 
I I I ADDRESS .... . ... .. ...... ...... ... .. ......... ... .............................. I 
I ········· ····· ·· ······· ···································· ·· ··········· ·· ····· ····· I 
L Post to Dept. M Vango (Scotland} Ltd .. 47 Colvend St .. Glasgow. J 
---------------



Force Ten- perfect choice for extremists 
In a tight corner, a critical venture, Force Ten tents play their part. A vital part. Teams taking on the 
Himalayas, Arctic Canada or Patagonia can't risk second best. And to prove it, they have chosen Force 
Ten again and again. You too can't afford to be casual about equipment. Whether you are attempting a 
'first', or spending a night on the fells, remember, Force Tens have been everywhere, done everything. 
See they do it for you ! 

UAOliO Nabi~fH!!P/Jeter.l 
Use the coupon on the facing page or write for colour brochure and nearest stockist to Yan go (Scotland) Ltd. 47 Colvend St, Glasgow 
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Galibier 

SUPER GUIDE R.D. 

Excellent design and quality has 
made it probably the most 
popular mountain boot in the 
world. 

SUPERPRO 

This superb boot is the 
professional version of the 
famous Super Guide. P.V.C. 
toecap protects against abrasion 
and leather is tanned tougher 
for maximum wear. 

PEUTEREY 

Wider fitting and lower fit round 
ankles than the Super Guide with 
very comfortable padding makes 
the Peuterey an ideal all round 
mountain boot. Uppers of same 
leather as Super Guide. 

the international standard of quality 

Feature for feature, detail for detail the quality of Galibier 
is unbeatable. For generations alpinists worldwide have 
relied on Galibier to provide the highest quality, best 
designed mountain foot wear available anywhere. 
A long family tradition of hand craftsmanship and un
paralleled care coupled with the finest of materials has 
resulted in a range of mountain boots envied, often 
copied, but most certainly never equalled by the 
competition. 
On rock or ice the three boots shown allow you to edge or 
front point with precision and comfort all day or all 
season. 
Here are just a few of their features:- Upper from highest 
grade double tanned full reversed hide cut from a single piece, 
with integrated bellows tongue: Separate well padded inner 
tongue: Full length fluted spoon shaped tempered steel shank 
topped by wooden shank for maximum insulation: Real 
leather insole: Hand stitched narrow Norwegian welt: Lace 
grippers and much more. 
You can depend on Galibier. That is why their boots are 
recognised as the international standard of quality. 
U.K. Distributors:-
Troll Safety Equipment, Uppermill, Oldham. Tel. 045 77 2120. 

Send for course details to: 
CLUB VAGABOND, 
1854 Leysin, Switzerland. '

f Director: 
Peter Boardman. 

JNTERNATIONAl SCHOOi OI IOIINTAINEERINB 

~ -~ ~ 
~ ~if ·S 
-~~ g19~~~ 
~~~lf~~;f 

~~cl'81c1~ii 
LONDON 
14 Southampton Street 
London WC2E 7HY 
Telephone 01-836 8541 SHOPS MANCHESTER 

166 Deansgate 
Manchester M3 3FE 
Telephone 061-834 7119 

BIRMINGHAM 
35 Cannon Street 
Birmingham B2 5EE 
Telephone 021-643 5180 



Top Italian Mountaineer Cosimo Zappelli wearing a Mistral Jacket. 
Photo L. Pozzetti. 

Mistral
aweld 
aheadin 
Gore-Te» 
No doubt about it - Goretex, the most discussed mat
erial for many years is now universally acknowledged 
by outdoor experts and enthusiasts, as the greatest 
breakthrough yet in waterproof garments. 

Its most recent acclaim was on the British Jannu 
Expedition with Rab Carrington, Al Rouse, Roger 
Baxter Jones and Brian Hall where its performance was 
described as "perfect in every way". 

The secret of its success lies in the micro-porous 
film, laminated between the inner and outer fabric 
layer, a film which has 9 billion pores per square inch, 
each pore large enough to pass water vapour but too 
small to let raindrops through. 

The result - you stay 100% dry•, comfortable and 
condensation free, i:>lus after heavy exertion in 
Goretex you start todry out but keeping warm whereas 
in other products there is a rapid cooling. We've even 
improved Goretex on our Mistral garments by welding 
the seams giving EXTRA waterproofing! 
Mistral - there is no better way to stay dry - inside 
and outside! 
For further details and colour literature consult the 
manufacturers (Dept . CG). 

*To maintain Berghaus Mistral garments in first class 
condition with water resistance and moisture vapour 
transmission at their maximum values, regular washing 
is recommended. In cases of extreme soiling and 
accumulation of body oils, rub contaminated areas 
with alcohol then wash as normal. 

[b] bc,ghau, ~ 
Qore0Tex 

laminate 

34 Dean Street Newcastle upon Tyne Telephone: 0632 23561 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

., - . . . . . . . - . . . 
AUSTRALIA 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S). 
N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C). 
N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment, 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
tel. 02.929.0432 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S). 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
224 Barry Parade, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. 07.52.8804 or 52.8894. 
South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Climbing Equipment, 
98 Fullarton Road, 
Norwood 5067 
Tel. 08.332.7793 (C) (M) (S). 
Tasmania: Hobart 
Outdoor Equipment, 
212 Liverpool Street, 7000. 
Tel. 002.346213 (C) (M) (S). 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428. 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pt.y., Ltd., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.3354. (C) (M) (S). 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports (Auckland) Ltd., 
2nd Floor, Corner Victoria & 
Kitchener Streets, 
Tel. 374764 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd ., 
200 Madras Street, 
Tel. 67.148 
Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 
Tel. 74.646 

CANADA 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services,. 
(Mountaineering Division of 
'The Action Corporation'), 
402 Li Po Chun Chamber, 
Des Vouex Road Central, 
Tel. 5-435063 
Mail. Tsat Tsz Mui 
Post Office, Box No.73 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. 09663.2297. 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Aviemore 
Nevisport, 
43 Grampian Road. (Ml 
Tel. 0479.810208. 
Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street, 
Tel. 0232.3857~. 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Oueensway,4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. (S). . 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop. (S). 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, (C), 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road . 
Tel. 021.454.8771. 
Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
39 Darwen Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Cburch Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S) . 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd. 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Ki,ngs Road. 
Tel. 0277 .221259. 

Alberta: Calgary Brighton 
The Hostel Shop, Alpine Sports Ltd., 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W.41. 138 Western Road. (S) (M). 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). Tel. 0273.26874. 
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Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road . 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Bristol 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0272.23166. 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816. 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C). 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205. 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232. 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370. 
Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays, 
Tel. 0222.28892. 
Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear 
148 Ninian Park Road, 
Tel. 0222.390531. 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239. 
Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311. 
Chesterfield 
The Adventure Centre, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate, 
Tel. 0246.38660. 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry), 
60 Crescent Avenue, Stoke. 
Tel. 0203.441 241. 
Derbyshire/Hope 
Magic Mountain, 
93 Castleton Road. 
Tel. 0433.20516. 
Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245. 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street. (Ml (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501/2. 
Dundee 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
93-117 Princes Street. (C). 
Tel. 0382.43766. 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
46 Dairy Road. 
Tel. 031 .337 .2332. 
Elgin 
Bill Marshall, 
11 Commerce Street. 
Tel. 0343.44073. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181/182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421. (Cl (S). 
Fort William 
Nevi sport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. Fort William 3245. 
Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4531/2. 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041 .332.5533. 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street, (M), 
Tel. 041.332.4814. 
Glasgow 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4007. 
Gosforth 
The Barn Door Climbers Shop, 
Wasdale Head. 
Tel. 09406.229. 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S) . 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748. 
Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
28 John William Street. 

.Tel. 0484.23165. (C) (M). 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061.368.1558. 
Inverness 
Clive Rowland, 
60 Academy Street, 
Tel. 0463.38746. 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610. 
Leeds 
Centres port, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 

Derby Leeds 
Outdoor Shop, Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
201 Normanton Rd., DE36US 21/22 Grand Arcade. (C). 
Tel. 0332.45204. Tel. 0532.458634. 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre, (C) (M). 
Tel. 0302.21297. 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road. (S). 
Tel. 0533.25235. 



Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43 Harrington Street, 2. 
Tel. 051 .236.0525. 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682 .327 . 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01 .723.5252. 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1 . 
Tel. 01.404.5681. 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.4426. 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
53-54 Rathbone Place, W.1. 
Tel. 01.636.6645. (C) . 
London 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836.8541 /7. 
Luton 
Out & About, 
20 Stuart Street, 
Tel. 0582.38952. 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167. 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161. (C) (M) (S). 
Manchester, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road, 
Tel. 061.928.6613. 
Manchester, Urmston 
J & A Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. (C). 
Tel. 061.748.6408. 
Manchester 
Y.H .A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) . 
Tel. 061 .834. 7119. 
Manchester 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340. 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street . (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd ., 
12 Grey Street. 
Tel. 0632.24941. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
The Four Seasons 
115-117 Northum'berland St. 

Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre 
15 Westlegate. ' 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230. 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street 
Rhodes Bank . ' 
Tel. 061.620.3900. 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110. 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Middlegate. 
Tel. 0768.4505 . 
Penrith 
Mountain Craft, 
4 Castlegate. 
Tel. 0768.5993. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portsmouth 
Safari, The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705.29410. 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903. 
Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196. 
Rotherham 
The Adventure Centre, 
The Guardian Centre, 
Tel. 0709 68660. 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018. 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742 .25631. 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422. 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre 
Coach Street. ' 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C). 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137. 
Wells, Somerset 
Rock sport, 
Bus Station, Wells. 
Tel. 0749.73054. 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
2 Victoria Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876. 

York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 117. 
Oslo 
Sport Co. A /S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt.6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381. 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 
Dolfisport, 
Snemandsvej la, 2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 02.94.87.94. 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811. (C) (M) (S). 
Alaska: Talkeetna 
Alaska Mountain Company, 
Talkeetna 99676. 
Tel. 907.733.2306. (C) (M). 
Arizona: Tempe 
Roadrunner Climbing and 
Touring Society, 
1825 N. Scottsdale Rd. 85281 . 
Tel. 602.949.5082. (C). 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705 . 
Tel. 415.548.1371. (C) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735. 
California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd ., 91201 . 
Tel. 213.247 .3110. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S) . 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631 . 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917. (C) (S) . 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 
443 1 2th Street, 921 O 1 . 
Tel. 714.232.2167. (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel. 805.541.1533. (C)(M)(S). 

California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
3040 State Street, 93105. 
California: Tarzana 
Granite Stairway, 
5425 Reseda Blvd ., 91356. 
California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . ' 
Tel. 805.643.8616. 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer 
1329 Broadway, 80302. ' 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering 
2020 30th Street, 80301 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Colorado Springs 
The Cobbler, 
10 South 25th Street, 80904. 
Tel. 303.475.7626. 
Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.6419 (C)(M) (S). 
Colorado: Durango 
Pineneedle Mountaineering 
835 Main Ave., Suite 211, 
81301. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 303.247.8728. 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Tel. 303 .586.5391. 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M) . 
Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220. (C) (M) (S). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. ' 
Tel. 208.882.0133.(C)(M)(S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832.(C) (M) (S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
1041, Commonwealth Avenue 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C)(M)(S).' 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Ave. South, 55454. 
Tel. 612.339.3433. (C)(M)(S). 
Michigan: East Lansing 
Great Lakes Mountain Supply, 
541 East Grand River Ave. 
48823. ' 
Tel. 517.351.2060. 
Montana: Hamilton 
Expeditions I nternationa I 
215 Main St., (Box 1040) 
59840. ' 
Tel. 406.363.3440. (C)(S). 
1\,1.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 . 
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New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868. (C)(M)(S). 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S). 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East, 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C)(M)(S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
880 W' Lancaster Ave., 19010 
Tel. 215.527.3616. 
Pennsylvania: Williamsport 
Nippenose Equipment, 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701. 
Tel. 717.326.6537. (C)(M)(S). 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
JD Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536. 
Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577. 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, . 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M)(S) . 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
501 E. Pine Street, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.0501. (C)(S). 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020. (C)(M)(S). 
Washington: Wenatchee 
Asplund's Ski Touring, 
1544 N.Wenatchee Ave.,98801. 
Tel. 509.662.6539. (C)(M)(S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C)(M)(S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H H Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447. 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H H Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 

3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101. (C)(M)(S). 

(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C)(M)(S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 

Washington: Leavenworth Rocky Mountaineering, 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (M)(S). 

211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S)(C). 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C)(M)(S). 
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ONLY3LBS! 

BIBLER'S 
IIIPOTE 

TWO PERSON 
GORET 

ome 
-corded poles 

EASONABLY PRICED 
3416-21STWEST #3 
Seattle, WA 98199 

'THIIBOC. 
THE STRONGEST MOST ADVANCED 
ICE TOOL AVAILABLE. 
Pick & Handle are continuous, one piece, 
certified steel. All points are differentially 
heat treated to prevent brittleness. 
Available in 4-,0 straight droop or curved 
pick. (Wt. 1.6oz.) 

U.S. Post paid $50.00 each or $90.00 pair 

Specify straight or curved pick 

For free information write or call I.C.E. 
714 · 5325954 

INTERNATIONAL CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 
669 Whilshire Pl. Newbury Park, Ca. U.S.A. 

PACK US ON YOUR NEXT 
ADVENTU.RE 

we 
ALPINE SYSTEMS 

MS 

DON'T THROW THEM AWAY 
Your back issues of Mountain are wanted. Will pay premium price. 

Also will swap or sell some extras, as available. 
Bruce Beck, 4025 State St. No. 64, Santa Barbara, Ca. 93110 USA. 

NO PLACE 
FOR 
BARE HEADS 
THE MSR HELMET HAS 
WITHSTOOD THE TEST 
OF TIME & USE 
• Made of durable polycar
bonate LEXAN® plastic 

• Styrene foam ab
sorbs and cushions 

impact 
• Helmet rim adds 

side-to-side rigidity 
and keeps head 
farther from rock 

• No inside projecting 
knobs or buttons 

MSR CLIMBING 
HELMET-YOUR 
BEST CHOICE 

~ "',. SEE YOUR DEALER OR 
•~ "'. WRJTE FOR CATALOG 

· · Mountain Safety 
Research, Inc. 
Dept. M89 
· 631 South 96th Street 

Seattle.W~ 
98108 MSR 
(U.S.A.) 



Karrimor Jaguar 7 
The sac for 
all seasons 
and all 

• continents 
JAGUAR 7 
Only available in the 
new KS-1 00e fabric, t 
this sac is something 
special. 

It has VERSATILITY 
as it's second name, 
with it you can: 

A. Use it as a general 
purpose Alpine sac. 
B. Add pockets to make 
it a 70 litre sac for 
carrying gear to the hut. 
C. Carry skis for ski
mountaineering. 
D. Convert it to a 'clean' 
sac for rock-climbing 
and big routes by 
removing the frame, hip 
belt and pocket straps. 
(a piece of karrimat can 
be inserted into the 
frame pocket). 

'KSW0e' -THE WORLD'S FIRST 
WATERPROOF TEXTURISED t 
RUCSAC FABRIC. 
( KS-1 00e is a registered trade mark of 
Karrimor International Limited.) 

For further details send for our fully 
illustrated price list & technical guide 
to : Mrs.C. R. Long, Karrimor 
International Limited, Avenue 
Parade, Accrington, Lancashire. 



64 

WHEN IN THE 
HIGHLAND CAPITAL 
VISIT 

Clive · 
Rowland 
Outdoor 
Sports 
specialists in mountaineering, 
skiing, camping, 
back-packing + rambling 
equipment 

60ACADEMY ST 
INVERNESS 
TEL 38746 

friends 

WILD c.ounTRV 
Town Head Works Eyam Sheffield 

HAMISH 
aclNNE 

WEST HIGHLAND WALKS 

Hamish Macinnes offers a marvellous, 
varied collection of escape routes off 
the often congested Highland roads, 
up the glens and over the hills, skirting 
lochs, the coast and along the most 
magnificent mountain ridge walks in 
Scotland. The walks themselves are 
suitable for all abilities and energies. 

WEST HIGHLAND WALKS comes in 
two volumes: Ben Lui To The Falls 
Of Glomach and Skye To Cape 
Wrath, both lavishly illustrated with 
maps and the author's own magnificent 
photographs. 

£4.75 each 

~-Hodder & Stoughton_...., 

-~~-.· 
-~~~-~-_-_,;.----~;;;,_t},~-~r~·· 

--=-,,.,__;,-.-.-=-_-:.. ..... ,.s-- - ---,.__:;-'": .. 
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Printed in England by Loxley Brothers Limited, Sheffield and London 
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