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Camptrails FRENEY is a specialist climbing 
sack, designed to the demanding requirements of the 
alpinist. There are no frills or gimmicks here,just 
strength, lightness and, of course, Camptrails 
professional good looks. FRENEY has the ideal shape 
and the capacity needed for handling on difficult routes. 

Camptrails packs are designed by mountaineers for 
mountaineers and FRENEY is an extendible. sack with a 
fully adjustable lid and pocket, the extension being big 
enough for use in emergency bivouacs. The tapered 
shoulder straps, canvas back and removable waist belt 
ensure complete ease and comfort in the most difficult 
conditions and the tough Cordura is not only fully water 
proof but is one of the most abrasion resistant materials 
in use anywhere. Double ice axe and.crampon patch 
are also incorporated. FRENEY is a pack in the best 
Camptrails tradition, tough, light, handsome as they come. 

On steep mountain pitches or on gentle cross-country 
treks, Camptrails packs give total reliability. They're made 
for experienced climbers and they're made to last.If you 
are going to take up the challenge of the great outdoors 
take it up with Camptrails and you'll know for certain 
you've got the finest gear going anywhere. Come and see 
all our soft and frame packs at the best climbing and 
specialist outdoor shops. 

AMPTRAILS
REAT OUTDOORS 

Camptrails International, Waterford Industrial Estate, Waterford, 
Ireland.Tel: (051) 32469/32716. 



• UNIQUE PROCESS 
• LAMINATED WITH 

100% DACRON. 
• DOES NOT PILL. 
• INCREASES WIND 

RESISTANCE WHILST 
NOT AFFECTING 
"WICKABILITY" 

• TRIED AND TESTED 
BY MOUNTAIN RESCUE 
TEAMS. 

• NAVY AND RED, 
PLAIN AND STRIPED 
TRIM. 

• SIZES FOR MEN 
AND WOMEN. 
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CLlffiBlnG POWe-R 

FRIE.nos 
available in four sizes from leading 
climbing stores across the USA and 
world-wide 

the new No.4 fits cracks 2·4 to 4 ins. 

friends - for more climbing power 

what climbers are saying 

about their friends 

possibly the biggest technical breakthrough 

since nylon rope 
Jim Bridwell 

revolutionary 
Ron Fawcett 

quick and simple .. 

friends m1nim1ze the hassle with gear 

Dale Bard 

fantastic 

friends worked 1n iced up cracks on 

Changabang 
Alex MacIntyre 

~:ants= JARDlnE EnTERPRISES 
1339 N. Prospect Colorado Springs Colorado 

made by 

WILD c.ounTRY 
Town Head Works Eyam Nr Sheffield 
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Chris Bonington says
"Whether you are walking in Britain 
or climbing in the Himalayas, your 
outer-shell garment is of vital 
importance. 
This is the one that must keep you 

dry, protect you from the wind and 
enable your other clothing to insulate 
you from the cold. Even in our British 
hills, your life could depend on its 
effectiveness. Belstaff and I are 
working together to bring you 
a comprehensive range of 
thoroughly tested 
outer-shell garments. 

I thoroughly 
recommend that you 
visit your local 
Belstaff stockist 
and examine the 
garments at 
first-hand:• 

Please send me your full colour brochure of weatherproofs for the Great Outdoors. 

Name 

Address Belstaff 
Belstaff International Limited Caroline Street, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs ST3 1 DD -----------------------------------------------



er than give you a genuine 
mmendation of CYCLOPS from many 

perts like Rab Carrington, Al Rouse, 
hn Merrill, Brian Wyvill, Mo 

nthoine etc., we would rather you try on 
a fully loaded model at your nearest 
specialist Cyclops retailer and see for 
yourself the advantages of these remark
able rucsacs. 
Like everyone else today you'll find 
yourself easily adjusting to them. 
For further details, price lists and full 
colour leaflets, write to us at Dept (CG). 

ps Zappelli. Photo L. Pozzetti 

The CYCLOPS ANATOMIC range of 
rucsacs is now firmly established as the 
European No .1 for ease of carrying, stab
ility and comfort. 
The carefully researched design features, 
aesthetics and total adjustability make 
CYCLOPS the outstanding rucsac 
available today. 
Every feature has the same purpose - to 
make life more comfortable for the 
outdoor enthusiast, 
e.g . the integral aluminium alloy frame, 
which is contoured in three dimensions to 
follow the shape of the back spreading the 
load through the pelvis. This frame can be 
adjusted by bending it into the perfect 
position for individual back shapes. 
When the top tensioning straps (4) are 
tightened they draw the top of the sac 
closer to the shoulders, which together 
with the padded straps that are easily 
adjusted and curve over a wide area of the 
shoulders, make for maximum stability. 
In CYCLOPS, the hip belt (2) not only 
shares the weight of the load between the 
hips and the shoulders but also, because 
of the cut of the sac and the angle that 
hip fins leave the sac, ensures that the 
belt hugs the hips eliminating ch&fma a 
discomfort. · <>17 
Together with the quick-relaiase 
Bergbuckle (3), the whole 
simple, fast adiustment. 
Cyclops is evert41Vailable 
sizes to fit varyi 
Is it any wonder t 
consistently all over 
used with great succes 
expeditions, e.g. Polish 
Trango Tower, Transglo 
recent Jannu. 

Ji 
34 Oean Street 



Like its famous namesake, the Berghaus Thor Jacket is very much at home 
in the most severe conditions. 
Superbly weather resistant, m special features mclude: 
* Neoprene coated nylon for durability and performance 

Bound seams for added weather protect1on 
* Large pockets extending across the front of the Jacket from side seam 

to front zip, this reduction in stitching giving greater capacity . 
* Special hood design with wired visor enabling the peak to be shaped 

Cord locks on hood for easy 'no-fumbling ' adIustment 
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Thor has been used with tremendous success on many expeditions, 
e.g American Annapurna 111 Expedition, where Steve Van Meter repor ted 
" We used your jackets during the approach march to Annapurna. It was 
the monsoon season and It rained incessantly every day. (reportedly one of 
the worst during the last 100 years), but the Thor performed perfectly" 
Backed by a no-quibble guarantee Thor has to be your first choice for 
that special tr ip. 
For further detail s and full colour leaflets write to the manufacturers, 

(Dept. CG) . 



STUBAI KARABINERS 

2200 
Alloy snap 

£3.35 

2200 
Alloy screw 

£3.10 

2000 
Alloy snap 

£2.30 

2000 
Alloy screw 

£2.40 

Offset D. 2800 
Alloy snap 

£3.15 

Offset D: 1800 
Alloy snap 

£2.IO 

2800 
Klcttersteig snap 

£2.75 

2800 Klettersteig 
AIJoyscrew 

£3.50 

SOOOCrom
Vanadium screw 

£4.09 

2500 
Steel screw 

£2.20 

Offset D: 3000 
Steel screw 

£2.45 

WITH THE MONEY YOU SAVE ON OUR KARABINERS, 
YOU'LL BE ABLE TO AFFORD DOLOMITES. 

And whether you're just strolling across 
country or climbing Everest, you-and yom feet!
will be glad you did. 

Because, quite simply, Dolomite boots offer 
the ultimate in comfort, protection and long-lasting 
value. 

Made in Italy, the home ofleather 
craftsmanship, to British designs on 
British lasts, they're essential for serious 
climbing and make walking a whole 
new, more pleasmable experience. 

The contoured fit and padding 
make pinching and chaffing obsolete. 

While bellows tongues, welts that are 
both stitched and glued and the use of 
grain or full grain leathers ( except on rock 
boots) ensure a unique standard of 
water proofing. 
Mountaineering Activities Ltd, 
Wellington Mills, Duke 
Street, Manchester 
M34NF. 

Vena 
An excellent all-round boot for the 
walker and mountaineer, with one
piece upper in chrome tanned grnin 
leather, padded ankles, hidden welts 
and injc-cwd middle sole. £29.90. 

Walker 
The ultima1c, <louhlc mountairn .. -cr
ing boot that's been to the top of 
Everest at lcas1 five times. The 
inner lxxlt is made on the last and 
the outer lxx>t over the inner boot 
for perfect fit and minimum 
bulk. Made from Swiss 
Gallouscr lca1her, it has 
triple sewn \velts \1.:ith 
steel and \vcxxJ shank. 
£89.90. 

' BRITAIN'S LARGEST MOUNTAIN RANGF 

UPAND 
DOWNTHE 
COUNTRY. 

Look for your local 
MOAC stockist here. 
ABERDEEN Marshall 
ALTRINCHAM 
N1ckEscortO/D 
AMBLESIDE Frank Oavtes 
ASHTON UNDER LYNE 
Millan Camping 
AVIEMORE Ca1rdsport 
Nev1sport 
BANBRIDGE N.I. 
Downshire Camping 
BELFAST Jacksons Sports 
BETHESDA Arvons 
BIRMINGHAM 
Frank Davies Pind1sports 
YHA SerVlcesltd 
BLACKPOOL The Alpine Centre 
BOLTON Alpine Sports 
BRAOFORO Alan Austin 
BRENTWOOD Field & Trek 
BRIDGE OF Al.AN Mclarens 
BRIGHTON Alpine Sports 
BRISTOL Elhs Bngham 
Pin disports 
BURNLEY H D Cocker 
Sportak 

~~r~~kC~}01:n~~f lie~ 
CAPEL CURIG Ellis Brigham 
Joe Brown 
CAMBRIDGE The Outdoor Centre 
CARDIFF Outdoor Action 
Up and Under Y H A 
CHESTER A Cheetha~ 

~~i:rf~}~LD 
The Mountain Shop 
COVENTRY Mountain Sports 

g:~\~~~}ti!ylarer leisure 
DUBLIN Great Outdoors 
Scout Shop 
DUNDEE David Low 
EDINBURGH 
Adventure Equipment 
Graham Tiso 
EXETER H J Grey 
FAREHAM 
ContinentalTen1H1re 
FORT WILLIAM Nev1sport 
GLASGOW Greeves Sports 
H1ghRangeSoorts 
Nev1spor1 
GRASMERE Dodgson 
HALESOWEN Casac 
HANLEY Jo Royle 
HESWALL C CC 
HUDDERSFIELD Smith Bayer 
HULL Scans Camping 
!NGLETON lnglesport 
INVERNESS 
Clive Rolana 01D Sports 
KENDAL Kendal Sports 
KESWICK Geo Fisher 

~~~~~~~~;ra;~6~7~son 
LEEDS Centresport 
LEICESTER Roger Turner 
LIVERPOOL Oon Morrison 

t~:ai~fSJoe Brown 

~~~~~:rt~1~~ ~Pg~1ces ltd 
MANCHESTER Ellis Bngham 
YH A Seivteesltd 
MACCLESFIELD Penmnecentre 
MANSFIELD W Slack & Sons 
MAn.OCK Bwouac 
MAnOCK BATH Bivouac 
(Great Outdoors) 
NORntAMPTON Whtte & Bishop 
NEWCASTLE ON TYNE 
L O Mountain Centre Montane 
NEWTOWNAROS Base Camp 
NORWICH Leisure & Camping 
NOTTINGHAM Roger Turner 
OLDHAM Paul Bra1thwa1te 
OXFORD Touchwood Sports 
PENRITH 

~~~~~i1t1~s5~~~~am 
PLYMOUTH Bowdon Sports 
PONTEFRACT Crossley Tordoff 
PORTSMOUTH Salan 

~I3: t1~~~~ 5£g~s 
~m~~Eib1~~aa Stokes 
Don Mornson 
SKIPTON Dales outdoor Centre 
SOUTHAMPTON Snow Togs 
STIRLING Graham Tiso 
STOCKPORT Base Camp 

~~=~~~fWWt11' 
le1surel1le 
W,NOERMERE r,,,, Fe ltsman 
WASWATER Wasw;iter Hotel 
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"High Andes" 
specialist 
sleeping bags-
you'11 have to go a long 
way to beat tHem 

The specialist demands a bag that will comfortably take the 
toughest treatment in the severest conditions. 

So Polywarm have completely redesigned, and improved, 
their "High Andes" Range. 

Filled every bag with fantastic Dacron* Hollofil, the man-made 
fibre that rivals natural down for insulation and protection. Made the 
outer covers from double calendered nylon, so they'll wear harder, 
lastlonger. 

Then thoroughly tested them to ensure they'll stand up to the 
worst climates and environments. 

The result is a superior range of sleeping bags, made to 
Polywarm's famous quality standards. covering the whole specialist 
field-and all at very special prices. 

From the 'Climber' and new 'Pioneer', \Vith double-walled 
insulation for all-round protection when the 

goinggets rough. 
To the tapered 'Rambler' and 

'Trekker', and the new hooded 'Hiker', 
ideal when weight is at a premium. 

Sotakeanewlookat 
the "High Andes" range at 
your specialist camping 
shop, orsendforafull 
colour leaflet. You'll find 
it's very hard to beat. 

*DuPont's registered trade mark for its polyester fibre . 
PolywarmProducts Ud, Quay Road, 
Rutherglen, Glasgow, Scotland. 
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WALKING BOOTS 
AT ALPINE SPORTS 

Treviso £29.90 
A superb single piece upper walking boot which Alpine 
Sports are able to offer at an extremely competetive 
price. The Treviso features D • ring and hook lacing, full 
grain leather uppers, Norwegian sewn welts, Vibram Gold 
Block soles, padded bellows tongues and well padded 
leather ankle cuffs. 

Bronzo £45.90 
A quality rugged walking boot featuring single piece full 
grain bronze leather uppers and well padded ankle cuffs. 
Other features include Norwegian stitched soles, double 
leather thgough • soles, three quarter wooden shank, padded 
bellows tongue, D • ring and hook lacing and Vibram soles. 

Trezeta £15.90 
A lightweight walking boot which offers excellent value. 
D - ring and hook lacing, moulded sole, 2 piece leather 
uppers, generously padded ankle cuffs and a bellows tongue. 

Monte Rocca £ 9.95 
A quality lightweight walking boot at an exceptionally low 
price. Features 2 piece leather uppers, moulded sole, and 
hook lacing. 

Trento £29.90 
A popular, robust walking boot with a bellows tongue, 
hook lacing, full grain single piece leather uppers. Blake 
sewn construction and Vibram Gold Block soles. 



E.B!s £17.95 
The world's best known rock boots at a very competetive 
price. Made by hand in France this friction boot gives 
the best combination of lateral rigidity, longitudinal flex
ibility and high sole friction. Available in continental sizes 
35 to 46. 

Alpine Sports Strone 
An excellent general purpose bag made by Mountain 
Equipment for Alpine Sports. Ripstop nylon outer 
and polyester/ cotton inner. Differential cut 
with a 9 oz. Holofil filling. Weight - 4.2 lbs. 
Length - 221 cm. Internal width - 76 cm. 
Rating - 2 / 3 Seasons. 

Our price £29.95 

Ibex Rope 
IBEX 9 mm. x 45 m, KERNMANTLE 

~ 
Mountain Equipment Ltd. 

Strone with Zip 
Identical to the standard Strone but with a full 
length two - way zip. 

Our price £38.95 

A British made climbing rope which is super - soft and offers beautiful handling. 17 UIAA 
Falls held when used as a double rope. Static elongation - 7.4 %. 

Our price £25.95 Also available in 50 m. lengths. Price - £29.95 
IBEX 11 mm. x 45 m. KERNMANTLE 

A quality rope at a very reasonable price. 6 UIAA falls held. Static elongation - 7.2 %. 

Our Price £31.95 Also available in 50 m. lengths. Price - £36.50 

Apology 
In previous advertisements Alpine Sports have advertised Edelweiss 11 mm. x 45 m. rope 
at £19.95. This, unfortunately, was a printing error and should have read 9 mm. x 45 m. 
Alpine Sports would like to apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

Shops 
10 / 12 Holborn, 
London E.C.1 
Tel .01 404 5681 

138 Western Rd., 
Brighton. 
Tel. 0273 26874 

• 

Mail Order 
All mail orders should be sent to our Holborn address with a fixed 
75p postage and packing charge. All goods will be despatched with
in 14 days (subject to availability). All cheques and postal orders 
to Alpine Sports Ltd., or if you give us the number we can charge 
your Access or Barclay card directly . 

9 
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Go 
anywhere 

gear 
We stock possibly the widest range of high quality 
equipment for climbers in Britain at extremely 
competitive prices. 

Famous brands we stock include: 

Ace, Atkinsons, Beaufort, 
Belstaff, Berghaus, Blacks, 
Boylan, Bukta, Bulldog, 
Camp Trails, Caravan, 
Chouinard, Clog, 
Dachstein, Daimor, Edelrid, 
Edelweiss, Galibier, G. & H., 
Grenfell, Hawkins, Helly 
Hansen, Henry Lloyd, Hiatt, 
Howarth, lnteralp, Janus, 
Javlin, Joanny, Jumar, 
Karrimor, Mammut, Mascot, 
Millet, Moac, 

Mountain, M.S.R., North 
Cape, North Wall, Oldham, 
Optimus, Peck, P. & 0., 
Point Five, Mountain House, 
Bia Band, Raven, Rohan, 
Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Seal Fur, Sigg, Silva, 
Simond, Snowdon, Solar, 
Sprayway, Springlow, 
Sticht, Stubai, Sunto, 
Tenson, Tilley, Trangia, 
Troll, Ultimate, Vango, 
Viking, Wild Water, Wilkie, 
Yakpak. 

SPECIAL OFFER - best buy in the U.K. 
F & T 45m x 11 mm Kemmante Rope. Holds 6 V.I.A.A. Falls. 
Price £29.95. 

Send for our free mail order catalogue offering substantial 
reductions, or visit our shop, open Mon-Sat 9 to 5, Thurs. 
till 1 p.m. Access and Barclaycard accepted. 

EXPORT & CONTRACT 
We have a special contract department for club, 
expedition and educational orders, and for a persona' 
and direct export. 

Please send me:· 

D Further details of Field & 
Treks own label equipment and full 

catalogue. 

D Details of Heron Optical (Our 
associate optical company.) 

D The Backpacker Gear Guide 35p. 

ADDRESS ___________ _ 
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PATAGONIA 
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Above: the last crux pitch on the Fortress NE Buttress. Phil 
Burke leading. Photo: Hor/av. Right: the route. 

East Buttress of 
Fortress Climbed 
PATAGONIA 
Paine Group 
A three-man British team 
made the first ascent of the 
5,000ft East Face of the 
Fortress in January 1979. Phil 
Burke, Mick Horlov and Keith 
Myhill completed the climb in 
a 1 3 day push after two earlier 
attempts had stopped low on 
the climb because of bad 
weather. 
The 6,000ft of climbing was 
in 40 pitches. Eight of the 
pitches were artificial 
climbing, including two of A4 
and one, the penultimate, of 
A4 and grade 6 mixed 
climbing (a rurp and skyhook 
traverse) . Five of the free
climbing pitches were 
particularly hard (grade 6 sup, 
British technical grade 5b) 
and many of the others were 
alpine grade 6 and 5. 
Because Burke's hands were~ 
badly frostbitten and because 
of bad weather, they did not 
complete the last pitch on the 
summit terraces. The team 
used a specially modified 
bivouac box on this extremely 
steep face; the first third of 
the route is vertical and 
overhanging, and the upper 
part lies back at a very steep 
angle. Burke and Myhill had 
been in an attempt on the 

climb two years ago which 
was defeated by extreme 
weather. 
This is the first "big wall" 
climbing in an area alive with 
possibilities for such routes -
but featuring iced-up rock and 
very bad weather. After their 
success the American Charlie 
Porter abandoned his plans to 
attempt the line, in favour of 
an even more difficult route 
up the groove system near the 
centre of the face. There is no 
news yet of how he fared . 

Fitzroy Group 
The 1977-8 season in this 
area was fairly disappointing 
despite some periods of good 
weather. As usual a large 
team of Italians were active, 
this time led by Giulano 
Giongo. The inevitable bad 
weather, coupled with a 
desire to climb Fitzroy by any 
route, forced them to give up 
their primary objective, the 
North Buttress (the Ear) of 
Fitzroy. 
Several of the Italians went on 
to climb the peak by what 
must now be the classic 
approach, the Californian 
Route. Among the successful 
team members on this route 
was Cesare Fava, who was 
with Maestri on Cerro Torre in 

1959, and is now in his 
sixties. 
The same route was climbed 
by three South African 
climbers led by Jerry Linke. 
The other members of the 
team were Eckhard Druschke 
and his wife Romy, first 
woman to climb Fitzroy. 
Two Colorado climbers, 
Charlie Fowler and Mike 
Munger, made a rapid ascent 
of the much-tried Super 
Couloir on the South-West 
Face. This was the third 
ascent. 
During December 1978 and 
January 1979. Renato 

THEANDES 

l = ropes fixed for 
overhangs 

't. 2= icefield 

' ·, 
'-

Cassaroto soloed the North 
East Buttress (original line) on 
Fitzroy. 
Jose Manuel Anglada was 
beaten back near th·e top of he 
the Californian Route by high 
winds. 
On Cerro Torre Jim Bridwell 
and partner made a repeat 
ascent of the Maestri bolt line 
on the South Ridge/East Face. 
No details are available, but 
the ascent was made alpine
style and apparently included 
the summit mushroom. 

Five New Routes Solo 
CORDILLERA BLANCA 
Solo climbing 
The French climber Nicholas 
Jaeger had an impressive 
1978 season soloing in this 
range. 
He made the fourth overall 
ascent of Taulliraju ( 19, 127ft) 
by a new route on the South 
Face/South-East Ridge. The 

climb took 8 hours for the 
2,500ft of EDsup climbing; 
descent was by the same line 
and involved some very 
dubious abseils. 
Jaeger then made a traverse 
of Abasraju ( 18,865ft) and 
Nevada Santa Cruz (20,535ft), 
climbing both peaks by new 
routes in a total of five days. 

11 



He first climbed the 2,500ft 
East Face of Abasraju by a 
direct line in 6½ hours (TD); 
tt]is was the first ascent of 
the highest unclimbed peak in 
the area. He descended the 
South Ridge to a small col, and 
then the tricky ground of the 
crevassed West Face with a 
bivouac on the col. 
His next bivouac was at the 
foot of the South East Face of 
Santa Cruz. The 3,000ft TDinf 
climb took a direct line joining 
the German Route of 1977, 
not far from the South-West 
Ridge which that route 
follows. He descended via the 
Swiss Route ( 1 948) . This was 
the eighth ascent overall, the 
second solo and the first 
traverse of the mountain. (The 
first solo ascent was also by 
Jaeger, in 1977 via a new 
route, the North Ridge.) 
He then moved further south 
and turned his attention to 
Nevada Huandoy Oeste 
(20,853ft). Here he climbed 
the South-West Face by a 
3,000ft TDsup route in 7½ 

ALASKA/YUKON 

hours. The difficuluties were 
on mixed ground lower down, 
and on a vertical ice step high 
on the face which has a con
siderable objective danger 
risk. He descended by the East 
Face. 
Jaeger's final climb was the 
2,300ft South Face Direct of 
Chacraraju Este ( 1 9,688ft), 
another new route . The face is 
often threatened by cornices 
from the 4,000ft long summit 
arete linking the twin 
summits. Fortunately most of 
them had fallen a month 
before his ascent of July 5. 
The ascent, graded ED, took 
six hours. Descent by the 
same line completed the third 
ascent and first solo of this 
spectacular peak. 
Jaeger, a 32-year-old doctor 
of medicine specialising in 
high-altitude conditions, then 
set off with professiona I 
photographer Richard List to 
make a study of the local 
inhabitants. Later in the year 
he climbed Everest with the 
Franco-German team . 

His climbs in the Cordillera 
Blanca represent one of the 
most sustained and serious 
spells of solo climbing yet 
accomplished. Abasraju 
remained unclimbed despite 
several attempts by roped 
parties; to follow on with the 
traverse of Nevada Santa Cruz, 
two miles away, was 
extremely bold. 
Frederick Faure and George 
Rivier made the first ascent of 
the West Face and South Ridge 
of Toqllaraju, alpine style, on 
July26-7. 

CORDILLERA HUAYHUASH 
Yerupaja South (21,375ft) 
The Catalan Huayhuash 
Expedition climbed the West 
Face ,making the second 
ascent of the Muller Route 
(1977). Jordi Pons and Josep 
V Ponce reached the summit 
on July 22, 1 978. 

Rasac Principal (19,816ft) 
This neighbouring peak was 
also climbed by Ricard Vila, 

Jaume Bonaventura, Josep V 
Ponce, and by Emili Civis and 
Jordi Pons, separate teams s, 
on July 1 5 and 17. The route 
used was the South East 
Arete. Two other climbers, 
Liu is Belvis and Enric Ribot, 
had retreated with illness. 
A six-man team of Italian 
climbers from Como under 
the leadership of Giorgio 
Brianzi made the first ascent 
of the West Face, The climb 
was accomplished alpine
style and all six (Brianzi; Lino 
Tagliabue; Sante Armuzzi; 
Giampietro Volpi; Giulio 
Beggio, aged 1 9, and 
Massimo Leoni, aged 18) 
reached the to~ on August 7, 
1978. Descent was made by 
the same wall. 

BOLIVIA 
Huanay Potosi (19,849ft) 
Frederic Faure, Pierre Yves 
Levy and Alain Messili 
climbed the West Face Direct 
by a new line, alpine-style, on 
September 4-6. 

Access Threat to All Alaska Mountains 
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Swingeing new restrictive 
regulations have been 
imposed by the US Govern 
ment in a doubtless miscalcu
lated attempt to keep the area 
free from developers. 
Full details of the plans will 
appear in the next issue. For 
the moment, it suffices to 
know that you now need 
permission to go above 
5,000ft and climb with a rope 
in Alaska. 
Go softly and solo is the 
obvious advice - but if you 
have the chance to object to 
the US Government's latest 
lunacy, do so. The Mount 
McKinley National Park, Post 
Office Box 9, McKinley Park, 
Alaska 99755 are the obvious 
people to whom to write. 
Climbers do not represent.an 
ecological threat of the same 
level as hotel builders, and the 
present regulations indicate 
an astonishing ignorance of 
the nature of the sport as it is 
practised . To deny an area to. 
climbers because the respon 
sible authority has no way of 
dealing with the hordes of 
rubbernecks attracted by its 
own publicity is as absurdly 
unjust as to be insane. When 
will governments and authori
ties, in particular the US Parks 
Service realise that climbers 
do not want to be protected 
from either themselves or the 
mountains in which they 
climb? 
The Government's enthu
siasm for controlling develop
ment in this area was presum
ably less keen when it sane-

tioned the Alaskan oil pipeline 
for commercial gain. 
Little faith can be placed in 
the agency who will imple
ment their plans - the 
Amercian National Park 
Service, which has been 
described as "the most 
blitheringly ignorant agency in 
the world" . That organisa
tion's track record has been 
filling the letters column of 
Mountain for months past. 

Mt Hunter (14,570ft) 
Dale McCauley, Cricket Pfarr, 
Mark Bloomfield and Lance 
Leslie made a four-day ascent 
of the West Ridge in late July. 
Two camps were placed on 
the route at 9,050ft and at 
10,400ft, just above the rock 
step. From here they reached 
the summit and returned to 
their high camp in a 21 hour 
round trip. The fourth day was 
spent descending to the 
landing strip on the South
East Fork of the Kahiltna 
Glacier. 
An unknown climber spent 
five months doing the first 
ascent of the South-East Spur! 

Mt Logan (19,850ft) 
The West Ridge was climbed 
for the first time in June/July 
1978 by Steve Davies, Jon 
Waterman, George Sieve
wright and Roger Hirt . They 
spent 31 days overall 
climbing and traversing the 5-
mile ridge (average height 
15,000ft). The initial gully 
was over 3,250ft in length 
and ice of up to 70 degrees 
was encountered. 
All food, equipment and 
climbers got to the ridge crest 

on June 22. Fourteen days 
were spent traversing the 
ridge, where they encoun
tered all types of climbing: 
knife-edge ridges, broad snow 
slopes, double corniced 
sections, pitches of 80-
degree ice, hanging traverses 
across fluted ridge sections. 
The ridge required five 
camps, two of which were 
snow caves. The climb was 
made semi-alpine style, using 
only one camp at any one 
time, and then moving tents 
farther up the ridge. 

Kichatna Spires 
Andy Embick, Bryan Becker, 
Andy Tuthill and Rob Milne 
had a great 28 days on the 
Cul-de-Sac Glacier, 
ascending six unclimbed 
peaks and two other new 
routes. 
Becker and Milne made the 
second ascent of Judy Peak 
by a new line on the North 
Face (111, 5.9). 
Embick and Tuthill did the 
first ascent of Sunrise Spire 
(approx 7 ,900ft) by a route 
called Going to the Sun Couloir 
(V, 5 .6, A 1) - a classic 24-
pitch snow climb topped by a 
perfect aid pitch on the · 
summit block. Becker and 
Milne repeated it later. 
All four then joined forces for 
the biggest route of the trip, 
the East Face of Mount Jeffers 
(VI, 5.10, A2). Th.e first 1 5 
pitches were done in EBs -
superb 5.9 and 5.10 on 
excellent granite - and the 
remaining nine were mixecl 
climbing. The line is very 
direct; a nine-hour abseil 

descent completed a 33-hour 
round trip. 
Becker and Tuthill made the 
first ascents of Bastion (IV, 
5.9, A2) and the Rook (IV, 5.9, 
A2), and joined Embick and 
Milne on the first ascent of 
Gargoyle Ridge on Cemetery 
Spire (V, 5.9, A2). This last 
peak required three attempts, 
thanks to the many large rock 
towers on the ridge, some of 
which were turned by very 
hard mixed climbing. 
On his birthday Milne soloed 
the unclimbed Transition 
Peak (IV, 5.6); Becker did like
wise with Skuzerian Peak (IV, 
5.6) . 
Embick and Tuthill walked out 
to Rainy Pass Lodge in three 
days, over Gashley-Crumb 
and Monolith Passes - cros
sing the Morris Creek and 
Happy River, which they 
described respectively as 
"impossible" and "worse". 
Correspondents: Gerhard, 
Milne, Leslie, Davies 
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New Baffin Climbs 
BAFFIN ISLAND 
Despite increased access 
difficulties, there has been 
some new development. As 
yet unreported are the 
activities in the Weasel Valley. 
In 1977 British climbers 
Stuart Cathcart, Phil Waters 
and Gerald Swindley visited 
the area in July and August. 
They attempted Ki/labukvia 
the East Face Flake route, but 
failed. An attempt on the West 
Face of Mount Asgard also 
failed. All three members 
succeeded in climbing the 
North-West Ridge of Mount 
Turnweather and the South 
Face of Mount Sign. Cathcart 
made a solo ascent of the 
north face of an unnamed 
peak east of Tirokwa Peak. 
At around the same time 
Harry Kent, Dan McClure, Cito 
Kirkpatrick and Mark Hesse 
(all USA) climbed Asgard by a 
line similar to the Scott
Hennek-Braithwaite-Nunn. 
They varied a little low down, 
but joined the original line for 
the headwall. They compare 
the route favourably to the 
Chouinard-Beckey on the 
South Howser Tower. 
In 1978 Steve Amter, Rick 
Cronk and Ron Sacks (USA) 
made the first ascent of the 
West Face of Mount Thor. As 
they only had a light rack of 
gear, they spent half the time 
of their climb on two over
hanging aid pitches. In all the 
26-pitch route took them 72 
hours. (Grade VI, 5.9, A4). 
They point out that a party of 
two better equipped for aid 
should go faster, and that "in 
true Shawangunk style, 
feeling tired and hungry, 
seeing no further technical 
difficulties and in view of 
threatening weather, we did 
not go to the summit." 
The Scottish Baffin Island 
expedition climbed 11 new 
peaks in the area. The most 
notable climbs were the North 
Ridge of Point Ruscoe 
(1,600ft, TD, 5 + and A2) and 
the South-West Ridge of 
Runival (D,5 and A 1 ). They 
also climbed the North Ridge 
of Balrog, the South-West Rib 
of Trodigal, and Rubble Peak 
via the Fang, which last they 
describe as a poor route. 
Other peaks ascended for the 
first time were Tarsuinn, The 
Dwarf, Kalouk, Herald Peak, 
Nuvoolik and Ganu Mor. 
Whilst successful in this 
sense, they were unable to test 
their theory that there could be 
good ice climbing in the area 
because of gear breakage and 
loss. 

ROCKIES 
Despite the "coldest winter 
since .. . " there have been 
notable ascents in the area. 

Tobin Sorenson and Ala ii] 
Henault made the first winter 
ascent of the North Face of 
Mount Robson on January 3. 
Later in the month Sorenson 
and Jack Roberts climbed the 
Central Couloir on the North 
Face of Mount Kitchener;they 
took no bivvy gear, so the 
vertical ice pitch they found 
near the top at nightfall 
caused an involuntary bivouac 
on an ice foothold, and a 
subsequent spell in hospital 
with frostbite for Roberts. 
The first winter ascent of the 
same face was made via the 
original route by Jim Elzinga 
and John Lauchlan in 1976, 
and has not previously been 
reported. 
Ray Jotterand and John 
Lauchlan made a very fast 
repeat of Polar Circus ( 1 ½ 
days) this winter. Al Burgess 
and Jim Logan climbed 
the Takakaw Falls in one day 
from road to road. Phil Hien 
and John Lauchlan added the 
top pitched to Guinness Gully 
to give Guinness Stout, graded 
as good Scottish 5. Greg 
Sphor soloed Snivelling Gully 
and Professor Falls. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Squamish Chief 
Activity continued unabated 
throughout 1978. 
First ascents on the walls 
include Done in the Brown (V, 
5.8, A3; Daryl Hatten and 
Cam Cairns), a corner system 
right of Western Dihedral, and 
Pan-Granitic Frogman (V, 5, 
A5; Hatten and John 
Simpson), a brilliantly 
conceived route utilizing 
tenuous face cracks on the 
steep sustained headwall 
above the Vulcan's Artery. 
Bill Price succeeded in 
repeating Sentry Box, 
confirming its 5.12 grade. His 
ascent of the Left Side of the 
Split Pillar (The Grand Wazoo) 
involved difficult fingertip · 
work as well as offsize 
climbing. 
On the Bulletheads Peter Croft 
and Tami Knight added A 
Cream of White Mice, 
a moderate varied three pitch 
climb (Croft with Randy Atkin
son, established the 
somewhat abrupt Knacker
cracker (5.11) at the base of 
the Grand Wall. 
On tire Apron Croft, Knight 
and Anders Ourom created 
the somewhat pointless but 
pleasant Bran Flakes (5.1 Oa), 
while a repeat of Wildebeest 
upgraded its initial pitch to 
5.11 . 
Heavy development continued 
in the Little Smoke Bluffs, 
the premier new route being 
Crime of the Century (5.11; 
Croft), a desperate fingertip job 
the creation of which involved 

Above: Point Ruscoe, North ridge on the left. Photo: Little. 

some rather dubious practices. 
Nearby routes include Battered 
Balls (5.1 Od; Croft, Hatten and 
Knight), Hummingbird (5.11; 
Croft and Knight), and Partners 
in Crime (5.11; Ourom and 
Atkinson), all of which 
typically employ finger-crack 
technique. Several additional 
easier routes were also added 
by various combinations of 
the above. 
New ascents on the Malemute 
include the previously 
mentioned but unnamed Grub 
Street (5.11; Croft and 
Knight), as well as Knuckle
duster (5.11 ), Cider Crack 
(5.9) and Rosebud (5.1 Oc), by 
the same pair and involving 
yet more thin cracks. A rather 
precarious foot traverse, 
Seaside Rendezvous, was 
added near Crescent Crack 
(5.1 Oa; Ourom and Atkinson), 
while Kevin Mclane polished 
off the grotesque Big 'Eave 
(5.1 Oa) af Hie north end of the 
crag. · 
Some late-season climbs 
added to those in the Little 
Smoke Bluffs include most 
notably Hangover (5.1 Od; 

Croft and Richard Suddeby), 
and Jabberwocky (5.1 Ob; 
Croft and Knight), with a few 
exaggerated "boulder 
problem" type climbs thrown 
in for good measure. 
A prolonged spell of unusual!~ 
cold weather at the end of 
December froze (for the first 
time in a decade) the 1,000ft 
Shannon Falls, which are a 
mile south of the Chief and 
had previously been ascended 
in what can only be described 
as ephemeral conditions. The 
Falls had numerous ascents in 
the first two weeks of 1979, 
times ranging from a sub
hour solo effort to a 14-hour 
stepcutting marathon. A 
genuine "instant classic", the 
Falls had an average angle of 
70 degrees with only brief 
steeper sections, and 
provided excellent 
entertainment for both 
climbers and spectators. 

Correspondents: Jotterand, 
Ourom. 
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YOSEMITE 
Free Climbs 
As yet unreported are the 
many free climbs done in the 
last year by Ray Jardine with a 
variety of companions. Skunk 
Crack (5.11 b) is a two-pitch 
route done with John Lakey -
a difficult thin hand and finger 
crack and a steep layback 40ft 
left of and 1 5ft above Tales of 
Power. 
The next crack and face 
problem left is Obscure 
Destiny (5.11 b/ c); this 
involves hard, steep face 
climbing as well as thin crack 
climbing. Even further left is 
The Uncertain Ending (5.1 Oc). 
Both of these were done with 
John Lakey. Lakey was also on 
The Wedge (5.11 c) with 
Jardine in the Cascade Falls 
area. 
Trix (5.11 a) is a roof on the 
wall left of the Ow/and was 
climbed with Chris Ballinger. 
My-toe-sis (5.11 a) is located 
high on the wall left of the 
Wedge and was climbed by 
the same team. 
On Washington Column Ray 
managed to free climb the 
Lunch Ledge Direct with Linda 
McGinnis (Space Case, 5.1 Oc) . 
The continuation of Dwindling 
Energy - The Odyssey (V + , 
5.11 c) - a 14-pitch route 
mainly in cracks. Again John 
Lakey was his companion, and 
all the pitches are 5.1 Oa or 
harder. 
On Elephant Rock Linda 
McGinnis accompanied him 
on Reality Check (Ill, 5.1 Oc) 
which is the crack line to the 
left of Plumb Line. With Lakey 
he climbed Trundling Juan (Ill, 
5.1 Ob), which is a seven
pitch route starting to the left 
of Worst Error and going on to 
the top of the rock. 
Finally the much-attempted 
Elephant's Eliminate fell to 
him. This real showstopper 
(5.1 2 + ?) is located on the 
upper right quadrant of 
Elephant Rock. 

TAHQUITZ AND SUICIDE 
Both Matt Cox and Randy 
Vogel have written to correct 
the record published in 
Mountain 64. Nick Badyrka 
(not Bodyika) and Mike 
Waugh actually did the 
second free ascent of Magical 
Mystery Tour, which was first 
done in 197 5 (free) by Matt 
Cox and Darrell Hensel and is 
5.11 b/c (not 5.1 0) . 
The original line was later 
freed on a visit in 1977 by 
Matt Cox and Mike Powell. 
The free ascent of Double 
Exposure was a fine effort by 
Yanira, but aid must be still 
used in order to arrange pro
tection so it should be rated 
5.11 d, and A 1 as a caution. 
Gates of Delirium ( 197 5/76) 
had a second, complete 
ascent in 1976 by Matt Cox, 
who climbed the first pitch in 
fine style (the crux), but the 
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second was unable to do the 
moves. It is very likely 5.11 d 
and has repelled many efforts. 

WYOMING 
Devil's Tower 
The past season has been 
productive. Dennis Horning 
has been the front-runner in 
free climbing, while Terry 
Rypkema has added several 
fine aid lines. 
Last spring Dennis Horning 
free-climbed the McCarthy 
North Face Route - an 
amazing effort, involving a 
roof and 1 70ft of hard finger 
and hand crack on the crux 
pitch. It is rated 5.10 + and 
remains unrepeated, despite 
two attempts by strong 
parties. Rypkema established 
Made in the Shade (5.8,A2), 
Afternoon Delight (A2), and 
speedway (A3 + ), the latter 
involving a pendulum and 
tricky nailing of a consistently 
flared crack. 
As the summer wore on, 
Henry Barber visited . 
Although he failed in an 
attempt to free-climb 
Southeast Direct he succeeded, 
on Southwest Direct. 
Previously 5.9,A3, it now goes 
at 5.11 with several pitches of 
difficult climbing. 
Steve Hong made the third 
ascent of Mr Clean, with three 
pitches of 5 .10. He also 
succeeded in freeing 
Southeast Direct at 5.11. 
Frank Sanders and Dennis 
Horning free-climbed the 
POTC route. Previously rated 
5.7,A3, it now includes a pitch 
of 5.11 and one of 5.1 0. · 
Chris Ballinger climbed three 
dozen of the Tower's harder 
lines, and established a totally 
free variation of the McCarthy 
West Face Route at 5. 1 0. Terry 
Rypkema kept on nailing and 
established Centennial 
(A3 +), taking a direct line up 
the steep west face. On July 7 
he also made the second 
ascent of The Window, an A7 
problem involving a double 
roof. 
As fall wound around Bob 
Yoho and Chick Holtkamp 
free-climbed-an old Fred 
Beckey aid route, El Matador, 
at 5.11. They also went on to 
find a new route on the west 
side, Carol's Crack (5.10) . 
Rypkema found a beautiful aid 
line next to The Window; steep 
and exposed, but with easy 
nailing, ToV'/er Classic 
(A2 + ,5. 7) is a route destined 
for many repeats . 
Dennis Horning, Mike Todd 
and Mark Smedley together 
got the second ascent of 
Hornirrg's route One Way 
Sunset (5.10), which repulsed 
several attempts through the 
summer. 

OREGON 
A belated report of two free 
climbs on the impressive 
Steins Pillar, a free-standing 

450ft rhyolite pinnacle in 
central Oregon. Previously the 
pillar had been climbed with 
aid because the awesomely 
overhanging appearance 
seemed to indicate that 
approach. The climbs were 
done two weeks apart in July 
1977 by Bob McGown, Doug 
Bower and Jeff Thomas. 
The regular route fell to Bower 
and McGown (Firefly, Ill, 
5.11), with climbing 
described as more like the Left 
Wall of Cenotaph Corner or a 
Dresden free climb than the 
original aid would have led 
them to believe. Two weeks 
later McGown and Jeff 
Thomas did the South Face 
dihedral route, which went 
free at grade 111,5.10 +, 
despite some nerve wracking 
hanging stances and an 
electric storm for the summit 
and descent. 

WASHINGTON STATE 

Douglas Bower has written to 
point out the typo by which 
ROTC Crack became "Rote 
Crack", but agrees with Ed 
Hart's comparison of the 
route to Butterballs. 

UTAH 
Ronald Olevsky has also 
written in to point out an error, 

NEW ZEALAND 

this time editorial, in Mountain 
63. He writes: 
"You reported erroneously on 
the first grade 6 in Utah. The 
Beckey-Cal/is-Rowel/ Route on 
the Great White Throne (NW 
Face) of 1968 was probably 
the first, even though it has 
since been climbed in a day. 
The Lowe-Brown Route 
actually reported in Mountain 
16 on the North-East Face of 
Angel's Landing was graded 6. 
Both of these routes have 
since been graded 5, as has 
the Webster route Brier Rabbit. 
However, the Webster route is 
highly significant in that it was 
among the first handful of 
major soft rock routes (grades 
5 and 6) to be established 
solo. Of the others two are 
also on Angel's Landing 
North-East Face - Ball 
and Chain (V, 5.8, A4) by Glenn 
Randall in the spring of last 
year, and Archangel (VI, 5.8, 
A3) by myself in October last 
year. 
"Due to the bolt ladder the 
latter route may be controver
sial. However, my route 
Cerberus on the South Face, 
done in January 1977, was 
found to be beyond censure 
by members of the second 
and third ascent teams." 

Very Active Year 
MOUNT COOK REGION 
The most notable route was 
on the Abel Jansen Face 
(north-west) of Mt Tasman by 
Murray Jones and Merv 
English - over 3,000ft of very 
steep ice left of the prominent 
ice cliffs on the face. Above 
the cliffs, flutings led to the 
left of the summit. An eight
hour descent gave a total of 
24 hours for the climb. 
On the East Face of the "rock 
peak" of Matte Brun John 
Nankervis and Richard 
Hancox climbed a new line up 
the centre of the face for its 
third ascent. The climb was all 
on ice and snow! 
Austin Brookes, Ralph Miller 
and Bruce Farmer completed 
a new route on the North Face 
of Mt Haast, up a steep rock 
rib to the summit of the low 
peak. This route required a 
high bivouac after ice was 
encountered on the generally 
sound rock. 
With rock routes generally in 
good condition, the North and 
South Faces of Mt Hicks 
received a hammering. On the 
North Face Lindsay Main and 
Tim Wethey made the first 
complete ascent of the left
hand rib. The first climb on 
this rib, 21 years before, had 
gained it half way up; the 
complete rib gave 2,000ft of 
reasonable rock. 
Two Swiss, Bernard 
Wietlisbach and Bernard 
Wicht, climbed the central 
and right-hand buttresses on 
the same face in 12 hours 

from the hut, then - to 
confirm their predilection for 
fashionable European speed
climbing - did the original 
route on the South Face in 1 2 
hours. 
Nick Kagan and Nick Crad
dock made a direct start to the 
South Face. 
The Strauchen Face of Unicorn 
received its second ascent 
from Murray Judge, Pete 
Hillary, Hugh Logan and Nigel 
Millar. Their route varied from 
the original in the upper half 
of the face, and required two 
bivouacs. Another second 
ascent was the North Ridge of 
Seften by Bryan Sissens with 
Graham and John McCallum -
14 years after the first. 
West of the Main Divide, 
Nankervis and David Bamford 
continued their pilgrimage to 
the head of the Callery River 
with the first ascent of 
Broderick Peak by the West 
Face. They and their com
panions Pete Fullerton and 
George Kendall made first 
ascents from the Callery of 
Coronet, Meeson and the 
North Ridge of Elie de Beau
mont. 
The one winter climb of note 
was the first winter ascent of 
the North Ridge of Mt Cook by 
Dick Price and Murray Judge. 
The ridge is all rock in · 
summer but their ascent was 
practically all on ice - some of 
Andean proportions. They 
bivouacked near the top and 
made the Grand Traverse of 
the three peaks next day. Both 



suffering from frost nip, they 
were refused permission to 
charter a helicopter from the 
high hut, and instead had to 
suffer the indiginity of being 
"rescued" by an official 
chopper. 

OTAGOALPS 
Several new routes were 
done; most notable was the 
North Face of Mt Aspiring by 
Don Bogie and Ken Hyslop - a 
face regarded as a "plum" for 
some time. 
Their route took a central rock 
rib to an overhang festooned 
with icicles; Bogie, seconded 
ing the pitch below it, was 
showered with shattered ice 
while Hyslop secured him 
with a "psychological" belay. 
The overhang was avoided, 
and steep mixed ground led to 
a bivouac near the summit. 
Aspiring 's North Buttress -
short and direct - had its 
second ascent after 22 years 
(Michael Rockell and John 
Thornton) . Its neglect is hard 
to understand. 
Nick Edge and Jill Kelman 
ascended on a hard new line 
on the South Buttress of Rob 
Roy. 
On Mt Earnshaw, two routes 
were added to the South Face 
of West Peak. Limbo 
Thompson and Chris 

AUSTRALIA 

Mclennon climbed to the left 
of the G!assen-Strang Route, 
angling under the prominent 
ice cliffs before making for 
the summit. A week later Bill 
Stephenson and George 
Edwards made another line 
further to the left, first beside 
the prominent steep rock rib, 
then up it to a direct f inish. 
Both parties suffered 
extremely soft snow 
conditions. 
In winter a fine new route was 
completed on the North-East 
Face of Mt Aspiring - its last 
unclimbed face, probably 
climbable only in winter when 
its loose rock and shingle are 
stabilised. In summer there is 
massive stonefal l. 
Several parties had been 
interested, but it was Don 
Bogie and Lindsay Bell who 
succeeded. They traversed 
Popes Nose, bivouacked 
below the face and pushed a 
route up steep iced rock. A 
traverse under overhangs led 
to ice gullies, which took them 
to a bivouac on the Coxcomb 
ridge. They made things 
harder by dropping most of 
their slings and breaking an 
ice hammer. 
All in all, a very good year for 
New Zealand climbing with a 
large number of ascents, 
some of a very high standard . 

Grade 26 Established 
QUEENSLAND 

Frog Buttress 
Southern visitors Kim 
Carrigan and Greg Child 
turned this "jamming gymna 
sium" upside down during a 
recent visit. The hardest new 
route was Carrigan's Paranoia 
(25) which he desc.ribes as 
"long, sustained, thin and 
desperate" . Similar comments 
apply in respect of his Keep 
Left(24). 
He also led first free ascents 
of The Wild One (24) , on 
which a boulder-problem 
start leads to a hard crack, 
and The Old Guard (22), where 
he was seconded by Martin 
Beare. Child and Carrigan 
freed another thin and 
sustained crack - Impulse 
(24) - and Child and Rick 
White did a new face climb 
called Decade (23) to cele
brate the tenth anniversary of 
the crag's development. 

VICTORIA 

MtArapiles 
Since the appearance of the 
recent guidebook to "Austra
lia's hardest cliff", the pace of 
development here has been 
little short of bewildering. 
Scores of hard new routes 
and unlikely aid eliminations 
have been made over the past 
few months. Kim Carrigan has 
been easily the main 
innovator, but others such as 

Greg Child and Kevin Lindorff 
have not gone away empty
handed. 
The two best efforts were by 
Carrigan. His first free ascent 
of Trojan (25). which is 25 
degrees overhung and has 
three hard sections as it 
wends its way up the awe
some back wall of the Pharos, 
was a coup. But it was when 
he did the first free ascent of 
the enormous roof problem 
Proco/ Harum on Castle Crag, 
to give Australia's first grade 
26, that the pundits really 
stood gaping. 
Castle Crag is a small pinnacle 
in front of the main cliff which 
now alone boasts more hard 
climbs than do most other 
Australian states! 
The hardest recent efforts 
here include the first free 
ascents of : Undertaker (25), a 
greasy, desperate and sus
tained finger-crack, by Mike 
Law and Child; Elusive Butter
fly (25), a short but very hard 
problem by Carrigan and Tony 
Marion; Warmonger (24). as 
steep but longer, by Carrigan; 
Kor (23). by John Smart and 
already often repeated; Siva 
(22), freed by a variant by 
Child. 
Surprisingly Carrigan also 
managed to find two new 
routes on this crowded piece 
of rock. Dynamic (25) is a 
hard problem up the thin 
seam right of Kor on the lower 
wall, whereas Acrobat (21 ), 

DARRANS REGION 
Harder free climbs are being 
attempted and completed. 
Another departure is the 
naming or routes; previously 
they were called after the first 
ascensionists. This move may 
reduce confusion but it is con 
troversial as many feel that it 
turns fine mountains into 
mere crags. Competition for 
routes is conspicuous and 
grading - mostly on the 
Australian scale - is now 
general practice. 
The line of prominent cliffs 
rising out of the Gertrude 
Valley on Mt Barrier has been 
an obvious target for some 
time, and the first line fell to 
Nick Edge and Callum Hudson 
- a nine pitch climb named 
The Joker. Hudson and Edge 
then completed a new four
pitch line on the South Face of 
Mt McPherson. 
The most notable achieve
ment in the area was the 
traverse from Homer to 
Martins Bay by Murray Jones 
and Judith Terpstra . On the 
way they ascended 
McPherson, Revelation, 
Makere and Parariki, and tra
versed Mt Tutoko. They had 
earlier made a new route on 
the East Face of Karetai as a 
warm-up. 

which he did with Marion, 
fights to keep out of the old 
classic Trapeze after its hard 
start. 
Another area famous for its 
short hard problems is Central 
Gully. Predictably it has not 
been ignored by the new 
wave. One of the best 
additions is Child's bold Die 
Loaded (24). which takes the 
hard, flaring groove right of 
Life in the Fast Lane. 
Lindorff led Carrigan up the 
slight Delicacy (21 ), but Carri
gan was unseconded on 
Death Sentence (23) with its 
boulder problem start on the 
wall right of Die Loaded. Law 
soloed Death Sentence shortly 
after. 
On the other side of the gully 
Child followed Andrew Thom
son on the brilliant face climb 
Windsong (23) and led the 
sparsely protected right arete 
of that climb to give the aptly 
named Los Endos 22) with 
Thomson and Lindorff. 
Traditionally Tiger Wall has 
been the venue for long, 
moderate rambles; recent 
activities have changed that a 
little. Lindorff put up the 
double roof problem Barn
stormer (24) with one aid 
point, which was quickly 
removed by Chris Peisker after 
wire-brushing. Child, 
seconded by Rod Young and 
Jeremy Boreham did a signifi 
cant free variant to Syrinx 
Direct Finish in an exposed 

On Sabre, Callum Hudson 
soloed the North Face, and Bill 
Denz and Stu Allen climbed a 
new line on the South Face -
the Big Corner. The route 
required aid at the bottom 
which led to a short wall and a 
1,000ft corner (17) . 
The same pair completed two 
other fine new lines. On the 
summit pyramid of Talbot, 
The Sphinx has six pitches and 
is graded 1 9. On the North 
Face of Barrier Knob, Mexican 
Standoff(seven pitches) is 
graded 19. 
Denz and Hudson put up 
Homegrown (19) on the 
Summit Pyramid, left of the 
original route. 
Yet another line was added to 
the North Face of Barrier Knob 
by Geoff Ga bites and Graham 
Nutridge - lnterruptus ( 14) 
Ga bites did a route on the 
South Face of Meir with Don 
Bogie, in six enjoyable 
pitches. 
Further afield, Bev Noble and 
Jack Murrell climbed a new 
route on Mt Pembroke from 
the west. Unfortunately they 
chose Easter; bivouacking on 
the descent, they were injured 
by an avalanche in a massive 
storm and had to be helicop
tered out three days later. 

position, to give Boy Racer 
(22) . 
Carrigan's first free ascent of 
Marbuck, with its two pitches 
of 24, was a major achieve
ment. The big roof on the 
second pitch went free to a 
strenuous diagonal variant. 
Carrigan and Lindorff climbed 
the left arete of Barnstormer 
to produce their improbable 
Fall Out (23). while Carrigan, 
seconded by Geoff Little and 
the famous Eddy Ozols, put up 
No Future (21) in the best 
American tradition; it ends at 
a "rap station" part way up the 
wall. 
Up on Kitten Wall, more hard 
routes have been added to the 
existing collection. Perhaps 
the best is Law and Carrigan 's 
Hard Nipples (22), which sur
prisingly finds a way up the 
ridiculous right wall of Manx. 
Left of this Child, Lindorff and 
Marion found A Piece of Flake 
(21 ). Finally, Carrigan and 
Marion did a left hand variant 
to Hyperbola (22) which is 
said to be superb. 
On the Pharos Lindorff and 
Glenn Tempest blasted up 
Nuclear Free (22) on the wall 
facing the camp, and changed 
leads on Trespassers Prosecu
ted (22) . Though little else has 
been done on the Pharos itself 
- apart from Trojan, of course 
- the nearby Pharos Gully has 
been raped. The best include 
Not Just a Pretty Face (22), a 
superb arch by Carrigan and 
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Lindorff, and Fever Pitch (23). 
a steep face by the same pair 
but with Lindorff up front. 
Other new routes here are 
Blue Hawaii (21 ), a pleasant 
arete by Lindorff and Child; 
Ephemeral 21) and Grand 
Central (22) by Lindorff and 
Carrigan. And at the entrance 
to the gully, Lindorff and 
Ozols did Running on Empty 
(21). 
On the Bluffs Child and 
Carrigan did Unrequited (22). 
an overhung seam awaiting a 
preposterous second pitch, 
and Young and Boreham did 
Dancing Days (21 ). Below this 
area Carrigan climbed the 
right arete of Kamikaze with 
Simon Parsons and Barry 
Young: Dead Ahead (23). 
Three further aid routes went 
free to Carrigan: Saggitarian 
(23), the right hand version of 
Uncle Charlie's Left Nostril 
(23). and The Plimsoll Line 
(23) which Marion followed. 
He also did scattered new 
routes including Template 
(24) on Mitre Rock with its 
hard bulge and difficult 
finger-locks; Cumelittle (23), a 
hard face right of Camelot; 
Blythe Street, which Hugh 
Foxcroft seconded, and the 
brilliant Bad(23), left of Death 
Row, on which he was 
accompanied by Child and 
Marion. 
Child led Carrigan up a superb 
and bold arete in the Organ 
Pipes Gully - Finger Prince 
(23). 

The Grampians 
Although Mt Arapi!es has 
seen most of the action, there 
were still a few notable 
ascents in this nearby area. 
On Barbican Rocks Carrigan, 
Law and Watson climbed a 
good arete to give Heavy Seas 
(21 ). Left of this Lindorff and 
Tony Dignan set out to 
Plunder the Spanish Main 
(21 ). 
On the First Dial, just across 
the valley, Lindorff meandered 
to an unsatisfactory 
conclusion on Boats Against 
the Current (22) with Watson. 
Carrigan removed the remain
ing aids from the first pitch of 
Bourgeois Blues (23/ 24) on Mt 
Rosea, and Tempest and Lin
dorff did a big wall climb, 
National Acrobat (22). 
Tempest and Jerry Maddox 
climbed a shallow off-width 
on Nakeen Wall - The Beast 
(21 ). 
Peisker and Coral Bowman 
found Snapper Crack (21) on 
Black Ian's Rocks. 
These activities were over
shadowed, however, by 
Child's amazing first free 
ascent of the old bolt and 
knife-blade problem across a 
roof at Bundaleer - Manic 
Depressive (26). This is
Australia's second grade 26 
and was put up - and 
seconded by Marion - the day 
after Child led the second free 
ascent of Proco/ Harum. 
A series of "secret cliffs", in
cluding the aptly named 
Death March Wall, were de-
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veloped in the southern Gram
pians. Keith Egerton and a 
cast of thousands put up 60-
odd routes up to grade 20. 

Rest of Victoria 
Tempest and his companions 
have discovered three little 
cliffs near Melbourne. 
Pulpit Rock is a granite 
outcrop with crack problems. 
"Offwidth King" Young led 
Tempest and Boreham up End 
Play (21) and Tempest and 
Maddox did a serious flake 
called Butternut Snap (21 ). 
The latter pair are responsible 
for the hardest of the dozen or 
so routes on another small 
granite outcrop at Mt Ben 
Cairn. Here they have done 
Skating Again (21) and Sweet 
Acid(21 ). 
At The Rockery they did Break
through (23), a corner with 
poor protection.and Tempest 
led VCC RIP (21 ). 
On the established crags near 
Melbourne, Thompson and 
Child put up a thin face 
problem called Bloody Line 
(22) at Camel's Hump, and 
Tempest led another very thin 
face at Seven Acre Rock -
Second of December (24). 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Mt Piddlington 
Recently Dave Wag land and 
Mark Foster added a good 
two-pitch arete about 350 
yards right of Nostrome;this 
is called Zagen (16). On the 
back of Helen Boulder, Penney 
and others put up Pande
monium ( 1 9) and Hot Water 
(17). 
On a steep face right of 
Taipan, Kim Carrigan and 
Andrew Penney climbed Toads 
(23). with an intense boulder 
problem start. 

Narrowneck 
Dave Wag land, Giles 
Bradbury and Andrew Penney 
have been responsible for 
Serving Time (20). which 
tackles the roof between King 
Kong and Mickey Mouse. An 
aid point on the traverse in the 
climb was eliminated by 
Carrigan, but the route is still 
20. 
Malcolm Grey and Andrew 
Dunn have freed the first pitch 
of Pulsebreaker ( 1 0). 

New England 
Of Gara Gorge's many new 
areas, a couple more have 
seen initial interest, with a 
number of excellent routes 
falling. 
Just upstream of the Three 
Sisters a granite wall called 
Wallaby Wall, plus associated 
slabs and bluffs, have been 
heavily investigated. Most 
good lines have fallen on the 
slabs - with just one great 
route, Timeless Realm (20, 
Mo), on the main wall, led by 
Friend with McClymont and 
Thomas. 
On the slabs, Birchall led his 
own Elite Style ( 17) with 
Friend, who led up Bloody 
Savagery ( 19) a steep off-

width. Thomas and Phil Prior 
did Cheap and Nasty ( 14), left 
of Friend's solo route Deviant 
Death ( 14). To the left of these 
again, Friend led McClymont 
and Thomas on Hang Ten 
(17), a monster undercling 
flake, after which they added 
Nutkin ( 14) at the top of the 
escarpment above the cliff. 
The first impressive cliff be
low the popular summer Blue 
Hole out from Armida le is the 
Fortress, which previously had 
just one route, Binder Grinder 
(15), a cutaway chimney. In 
one day Birchall and Friend 
put up Cheats Never Prosper 
(17), Coo/Droo/(16)and The 
Chop ( 18), the second of 
which is easily the most 
aesthetic. 
Opposite the Fortress is a set 
of slightly vegetated faces 
with much potential, first 
attempted years ago with 
wedges! Here Dick Curtis, 
Birchall and Friend teamed up 
to do Geronimo (20), a three
pitch route with a final off
width roof problem. 
On the west buttress of the 
Three Sisters, previously un
visited, Birchall, McClymont 
and party did Making Ends 
Meet ( 16) plus Pavlov's Dog 
(15). On the Three Sisters 
main cliff Friend soloed Theft 
(12), Carl Marks (15), Pop 
Realism (13) and TMP 
Excerpts ( 1 3). all new routes. 

The Coxcomb 
This is a basalt-type columnar 
crag which has yielded its first 
four routes, up to grade 1 5. It 
is located beside the head
waters of the Macleay River, is 
not unlike Ebor, and was the 
find of Kavalieris. Routes were 
led by Birchall and Phil Prior; 
others of length and quality 
remain. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Willyabrup 
There are two classics here: 
Inner Space ( 16). up a steep 
wall in an impressive position, 
by Mike Smith, and Block and 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Another hard winter has pro
duced conditions similar to 
last: the lower climbs seem to 
have fared better for ice than 
the high cliffs. 
In Glencoe the direct-start 
icicle to No 5 Gully on the 
West Face of Aonach Dubh 
has been climbed at last. The 
Cui!lin Ridge was traversed 
several times, in part or whole. 
The big icefalls on Creag 
Meagaidh were also much 
climbed. Full details will be 
published in the next issue. 
One special feature has been 
an exchange trip with six 
French climbers, organised by 
the BMC. In just over a week 
in late February the French 
climbed a formidable number 
of high-standard routes. 

Tackle ( 18), a strenuous 
traverse crux on small holds, 
by McArthur and Smith. 
Also new are Python Pullup 
(13) by Greg Winder, Great 
Hairy Arm (9) by Alan Ralph 
and Metamorphic Sausages 
( 14) by Robin McArthur. 

Stirling Range 
A good line at Barnett Peak is 
Don't Knock It Till You've Tried 
It (320ft, 16) by Smith and 
Paul Wopereis. Rotary Hoe 
(200ft, 14) is a steep wall 
climb by Rathbone and 
Ritson . 
On Bluff Knoll, to the right of 
Hellfire Gully there is now 
Long Bay Wall (820ft, 14) by 
Rathbone and Ritson. 
At Peak Head Rathbone and 
Wopereis found a new route 
right of Lucifers Dream: 
Albatross (265ft, 1 3). 

Porongorups 
On King Arthur's Castle Rath
bone has added Trans-African 
Airplane Canal 85ft, 1 3.) At 
Twin Peaks, Games Climbers 
Play ( 135ft, 1 2) involves a 
superb chimney, then 
combined tactics to regain the 
main peak; done by Smith, 
Rathbone and Wopereis. 
Initiation ( 1 65ft, 14) was 
added by the same trio, as 
was Crime of Passion (600ft, 
14) on Gibraltar Rock. 
A guide to the southern 
granite will soon be available. 

Perth Quarries 
At Boya, half a dozen new 
routes of up to 40 metres 
have appeared: Road to 
Agadir ( 1 7 ). Agadir Express 
(19 - an incredible crack 
climb), Heavy Breathing (15) 
and Good Vibrations (15), all 
by Mike Smith, then a John 
Watson solo route, incendiary 
Capsule (9). 

Correspondents: Baxter and 
Friend. 

NORTH WALES 

Winter 
Perhaps the best conditions 
for years, better even than last 
winter, saw repeat ascents of 
all the major routes. The most 
notable new lines were Bloody 
Slab on C!oggy, done by Tut 
Braithwaite and team, and 
ascents of Central Gully 
Direct, Lliwedd, and Lungfish, 
Craig Rhaiadr by Mick Fowler. 
Central Gully Direct has been 
attempted many times, but 
the exceptional ice buildup 
this year permitted the climb 
at last. The same conditions 
applied to Lungfish and Bloody 
Slab, but the neck of the 
leaders was also important! 
The conditions also permitted 
two long-standing mid-Wales 
problems to be climbed. John 
Sumner and John Codling 



Mick Fowler, adding hard ice 
routes to his hard rock record. 
Photo: Thomas. 

with Glenn Kirkham did Trojan 
on Cyrfrwy, Cader Idris and 
Sloose on Gist Ddu, Aran 
Benllyn. 
Trojan follows the summer VS 
of the same name, except for 
the last pitch, which takes the 
corner direct. The belay 
between the first two pitches 
was in a grass scoop to the 
right, and poor. The whole 
route is sustained and rarely 
at less than 70 degrees; the 
upper section is very exposed. 
Sloose, is equally technical 
and steep, but has good 
stances. The second pitch 
follows the line of Deadline, 
with near-vertical ice for 
100ft. 
Sumner and Kirkham climbed 
the Maesglasau Falls on Craig 
Maesglasau, which gave 600ft 
of magnificent ice climbing. 
Sumner and friends have also 
climbed North Gully on Craig 
Cowarch. All the above routes 
are grade 4, Scots, with Trojan 
probably warranting a 5 
grade. 
C Powell, A Knox and I Cowan 
climbed the 300ft Pisty/1 
Gwyn waterfall near Cwm 
Cowarch (grade 3). 
Martin Bunegar, Simon Kirby, 
Robin Bourne and John Quinn 
climbed the left fork finish to 
Dinas Llewellyn Gully on Craig 
Cowarch. The final 100ft pitch 
was superb 80-degree 
ice (grade 3). 

Anglesey 
On the Upper Tier, the wall 
taken by the old aid route 
Canned Laughter has yielded 
three excellent free climbs. 
Run Fast, Run Free ( 1 20ft, 
E3,5c) takes the long thin wall 
crack direct. Two slings were 
used for resting only. The 
route is similar to but harder 
than Strand. Get the Stroll 
(140ft, E3,5c) follows Run 
Fast for 30ft before breaking 
out to climb the right wall via 
a quartz band. Both routes 
were done by Dave Knighton 
and John Girdley. 
The shallow corner just left of 
Run Fast gave Dangerous 
Rhythm (200ft, E2,5c) after a 
new lower pitch was added 
between Pantin and Force 8. 
This route was the work of 
Knighton and Dave Cronshaw. 
The same pair climbed the 

very steep wall between Wink
ing Crack and The Nod. Noddy 
(200ft, E2,5b one aid point) is 
admitted to be something of a 
filler-in, but the spectacular 
position of the main pitch 
makes it worthwhile. The final 
pitch is up a brushed line left 
of the final pitch of Puffin. 

SOUTH WALES 
Pembrokeshire 

' The following restrictions will 
be in force on seacliffs. 
April-July inclusive: no 
climbing on Stack Rocks and 
the adjacent mainland, The 
Cauldron, Leaning Tower 
Chimney (South Face of Stack
pole) eastwards, including the 
entire East Face of Stackpole 
Head. In addition, climbs on 
other cliffs should not be 
undertaken if it is clear that 
they would pass close to 
nesting birds. 

LANCASHIRE 
Dave Knighton and Dave 
Cronshaw made a girdle 
traverse of the Great Buttress 
area at Chapel Head Scar. 
CygnusX-1 (320ft, El, 5b) 
goes from right to left above 
the level of the Fast Breeder 
overhangs. It reverses the 
crux of Atomic Bong and 
traverses the compact wall 
taken by Half Life. The 
climbing is excellent and the 
position exposed. Knighton 
compares the route to 
Alcasan at Stoney Middleton. 
The same team also did other 
good but less significant 
routes in the VS and HVS 
grades. 

PEAK/PENNINES 

Limestone 
Dovedale has seen some 
activity in the past few months. 
On Dovedale Church John 
Fleming and Chris Ca low 
added Tales of the Riverbank 
(100ft, XS, 5c), which 
supersedes the old aid route 
The Arete. They used one nut 
for resting; Ron Fawcett, 
making the second ascent, 
was able to eliminate this. 
Ca low and Nick Channon 
climbed the scoop right of 
Snakes Alive - Quiet Life (80ft, 
MXS, 5b). 
On the north side of Baley 
Buttress, John Codling put up 
Supertramp (VS), which takes 
a prominent arete, and Farnz 
Barnz (VS), which takes the 
wall on its right. In Dove Holes 
he climbed the wall to the right 
of the larger hole to give The 
Umpire (XS, 5c). 
On Pickering Pinnacle, Calow 
and Richard Haszko, using 
three pegs to cheat the roof of 
the cave, climbed the open 
groove above to give Crisis 
(HVS, 5b). What Crisis? (HVS, 
5a) takes the wall and grooves 
on the left ridge of the 
pinnacle, and was the work of 
Fleming and Tim Carruthers. 
Calow, Mike Browell, Clive 
Jones and Codling took a 
rightward line up the slanting 
fault below Thunderball on 
Pickering Wall to give Redeye 

(HVS, 5a), and with Codling in 
the lead they added Final 
Witness, which takes a slight 
groove in the wall left of 
Thunderball. Suspended 
Sentence (40ft, XS, 6a) is an 
extended boulder problem to 
gain the tree in the centre of 
the face, climbed by Codling, 
and Cross Court (HVS, 5b5a) is 
a girdle of Pickering Wall. 
Ca low soloed the wall left of 
Simeon on Tissington Spires 
(Ten Craters of Wisdom, VS), 
and Codling soloed the 
chimney and crack right of 
Yew Tree Wall (Uncle Sam, 
HVS) . Codling, Dave Wiggin 
and Glen Kirkham climbed the 
wall 20ft right of Yew Tree 
Wall to give Calamity Jane 
(HVS, 5a). Codling and Ca low 
climbed a line right of Brutus 
to give Caesar (XS, 5a5c5b), a 
girdle of this area of rock. 
Upriver in Wolfscote Dale, on 
the Left Celestial Twin, Ca low 
and Codling climbed a slab 
and overhanging wall at the 
left hand end of the crag, 
Pollux (HVS, 5b), and with 
Codling in the lead they took a 
groove and arete between 
Applause and Roberts Roberts 
to give Even Cowgirls Get the 
Blues (XS, 5c). Codling and 
Douglas also climbed the wall 
right of Arrundale's Crack, 
Raquel Welch (HVS, 5a), and 
Bob Dearman and Mike Horlov 
added Paraffle (HVS, 5b), 
which takes an overhanging 
crack and a wall at the extreme 
right-hand end of the buttress. 
The central crack in a solitary 
buttress some 50 yards left of 
Drabber Tor was climbed by 
Horlov and Dearman, to give 
Dog Day (65ft, VS). 
In Ravensdale, Horlov and 
Dearman added Russian 
Roulette (70ft, HVS, 5b), 
climbing the crack and wall 
just right of Amain to gain an 
arete, which is followed direct. 
Beeston Tor has given Bob 
Cope and Dave Jones four new 
routes. Pocket Symphony 
(MXS, 5b) starts 60ft up pitch 
1 of The Thorn and moves left 
to climb a bulging wall. 
Evensong (HVS, 5a) climbs tge 
wall between Nocturne and 
Central Wall. Little Crow (HVS) 
starts up Central Wall, 
traverses across to The Spider, 
then ascends to join The Web 
at the end of its second pitch. 
Catharsis (XS, 5c) follows 
Central Wall for 40ft, then 
trends left to finish up Ivy 
Gash. 
Jim Moran climbed the 
shallow scoop between 
Alfresco and Meditation on 
Chee Tor to give Less Than Zero 
(80ft, XS, 5c). At Wild Cat Tor, 
Moran and Al Evans added Cat 
Ballou (11 Oft, HVS, 5b), which 
takes the wall left of Hep Cat, 
and Codling climbed the slab 
right of Metamorphosis to give 
Catalyst (HVS, 5a). 

Gritstone 
At Stanage, Chris Ca low and 
Tim Carruthers climbed the 
prominent overhang on 
Enclosure Buttress to give 
Europa (XS). The curving 
overlap on the buttress right of 

Blurter was climbed by Martin 
Berzins and Nie Hallam, giving 
Wolf Solent (40ft, XS) and the 
wall between Namenlos and 
Wall Buttress yielded 
lmprobrobability Drive (45ft, 
XS) to John Hart and Andy 
Freem. 
Steve Bancroft and party 
climbed the wall right of 
August Arete - Te/Ii (30ft, XS) 
- and Chris Hamper added 
Withered Thing (XS) which 
climbs the wall between 
Withering Edge and Paucity. 
Phil Burke and John Yates 
climbed the wall left of 
Manchester Buttress (Tip Off, 
HVS). 
Unseconded, Burke added a 
fine route, Dark Continent (XS), 
which climbs the wall left of 
Congo Corner. 
Burke also climbed the middle 
of the slab right of Beech 
Buttress at Curbar, after top
rope inspection. Don't Slip 
Now (40ft, XS, 5c) is 
unprotected and described as 
"harder than Hairless Heart". 
The Leaning Block of Higgar 
Tor has produced another 
climb - Paul Bolger's Bat Out 
of Hell (45ft, XS, 6a), which 
climbs the overhanging wall 
right of The Rasp. 
On Cratcliff Tor John Hart has 
added a companion route to 
Five Finger Exercise, entitled 
Nettle Wine (50ft, XS), which 
takes a line up the wall left of 
that route, finishing with a 
steep flake layback. 
Development continued at the 
Roaches. On the Lower Tier, 
Gibson, Derek Beetlestone and 
Ralph Hewitt added Graffiti 
(HVS, 5a), the groove between 
Cannonball and Dorothy's 
Dilemma, and Gibson and Fred 
Crook climbed the crack 
between Yong and Yong Arete 
- Poisonous Python (HVS, 5b). 
On the Upper Tier, the same 
pair added Crenation (HVS), 
taking a line right of Inverted 
Staircase. 
Gibson and Ian Johnson 
climbed Diamond Wednesday, 
a direct line between Hollybush 
Crack and Black Velvet; 
although most of this has been 
done before, it is a worthy line 
at Hard Severe (4b). 
Skyline Buttress gave Gibson 
two routes : Shortcomings 
(HVS) climbs the crack in the 
overhang right of Safety Net, 
and Dead Ringer (HVS) follows 
the arete right of Mantleshelf 
Route. 
On Hen Cloud, Gibson, 
Johnson and Dave Jones 
climbed the wall and crack 
right of Victory- Short 'n' 
Sharp (HVS, 5b) - and Gibson 
and Kons Nowak added 
Bitching (HVS, 5b) up the 
crack left of Bow Buttress. The 
black arete of the tower right 
of Reunion Crack was climbed 
by John Holt and Jones to give 
The Pinch, curiously graded at 
"HVS, 5a-z, depending on your 
height". 

Correspondents: Knighton, 
Stevenson, Sumner, Quinn, 
Harwood. 
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SUICIDE WALL 
CWMIDWAL 
By Nigel Shepherd 

THE OGWEN VALLEY is an area oft frequented 
by climbers. Its vast population on any weekend, 
especially sunny Summer ones, is notorious. 
These people do not come without any good 
reason, for here in this one valley there is a weath 
of fine climbing to be had, whether one is a 
beginner, a veteran or just doing a bit of training 
for long far-off days in another world. 

Cwm ldwal is perhaps the most famous part of 
the Valley - a smaU glaciated corriea few minutes' 
walk from the AS. Over the cwm the Devil's 
Kitchen stands guard - a fearsome and repulsive 
place, yet possessing allure, some magnet which 
draws one to its steep and fragile walls to do battle 
with an inner self. 

Far below the cliffs of the Kitchen, a few 
hundred years from the western end of Llyn 
ldwal, there rises an elegant sweep of glaciated 
slabs; up towards the summit ofGlyder Fawr the 
rocks become more broken, split by huge terraces 
before ending in a final sweep of smooth rock on 
to the ridge. The ldwal Slabs are about 500ft high 
and offer some very fine climbs in the Diffto VS 
bracket. Protection on routes is scarce, and it 
requires a canny eye to seek out the belays. 

In descending from the climbs here one passes 
by an area of rock high up the slope, the con
tinuation of the steeper East Wall of the Slabs. 
Indeed, if you are only a slabs man you will 
certainly pass it by, for its facets look uncompro
mising, impossible to dance upon as one might 
clo on the Slabs. The rock is compact, possessing 
an uncannily smooth look; there are few crack 
systems and only a couple of tiny ledges. Surely, 
one might say there is not anything much that goes 
up there. 

But there is, and although the cliff is small in 
extent - 170ft high at its highest point and 150 
yards across- there are. 1 I routes here. Needless to 
say they are the hardest in the area, and some rank 
with the more difficu It undertakings in the 
country. 

The climbing is unique, the holds are small and 
very often in tiny pockets, the flakes are friable and 
the protection ... well, the name, Suicide Wall, is 
quite apt 1 

"For many years the eyes of faith have spied routes 
here, long before they were done they were 
named." So say the guidebooks of yesteryear and 
had it not been for an exceptional climber, a man 
far ahead of his time, the same might have been 
said in recent oracles. 

Chris Preston was a rare character. Asergeantin 
the army, he was stationed during the war at a 
training camp in Llanberis. Superbly fit from 
training recruits in t\)e hills and climbing in his 
own time, he was capable of doing the hardest 
dim bs ofhis era. His C 0, David Cox, once said: "I 
wouldn't be surprised if Chris told me that today 
he was going to try and parachute without a 
chute." 

In 1945 he teamed up with Dickie Morseley, 
who was then 41 - a veteren of Bow Shaped on 
Cloggy, and many other fine pioneering feats and 

Left: Suicide Wall, original route. Above: Detail of the crucial moves to gain the grassy ledge. Both 
photos by John Cleare; climber, Rusty Baillie. 

adventures with which one could fill a book or 
two! Morseley was convinced that Preston was the 
man for Suicide Wall, and encouraged him to try. 

Cox had given Preston an order to inspect the 
climb from rappel before climbing it. This he did, 
and on retrieving his ropes promptly led up to the 
ledge and prepared to bring up his seconds. 
Unfortunately none could follow and Preston, 
declining to solo the next pitch which he thought 
was going to be the crux, requested a top rope. 

Later on that year the climbers returned armed 
with lump hammers, cold chisels, pitons, the lot 
and even 6ft 4in, 12-stone Jack Haines to use as a 
last resort. 

Preston again led to the ledge and this time 
Morseley managed to follow with the aid of a 

shoulder. All three gathered on the ledge. 
Morseley was watching the rope and was 
anchored to Haines and to two shaky pegs, both of 
which later came out. The idea was to give Preston 
enough slack for him just to hit the ground ifhe fell 
off, so as not to pull the other two off their 
precarious perch. 

In the event, there was little need for the 
elaborate preparations. Apparently Preston just 
crammed up it, finding it totally within his ability. 
No runners, no chalk, just a pair of socks and a 
couple of friends! 

The resulting climb, Suicide Wall Route I, was 
one far ahead of its day, more typical of modern 
wall climbing than its counterparts, and was 
considered one of the hardest climbs in the 
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country at that time. 
Joe Brown repeated the route in 1951 on one of 

those horrible wet, windy, murky days in a pair of 
socks. He confirmed its difficulty, and the 
reputation of the climb increased. 

Even today, it is not a climb to be taken lightly, 
although it was soloed by Alan Rouse as long ago 
as 1970. You will not find it any easier than when 
Preston did it, and there is still very little in the way 
of protection until all the difficulties are passed. 

The climb has been abused in many ways over 
the years. At one time it was considered ethical by 
lesser mortals to use a sling for aid on a spike in a 
pocket to overcome the initial hard moves. 

A peg appeared above the ledge between 1964 
and 1967, though nobody waill lay claim to it -
another act of degredation. And who was it who 
laid a pile on the ledge a couple of years ago? 
Someone should have rubbed his face in ill 

The other Last Great Problem in Cwm Idwal 
was solved in 1948 by J B Lawton and Haworth. 
Although not as demanding technically or as 
serious as Route I, Suicide Groove was none the 
less a bold undertaking for its day. 

The climb follows an obvious leftward-leaning 
groove down the hillside from Route I. The first 
pitch is straightforward and leads to a small stance 
below the groove proper. From here one climbs 
the groove to the overlap. A lucky groping hand 
may reveal a hidden slot; if not, you have to pull 
around on tiny holds until good ones can be 
reached and a crack followed to a slab and the 
finish. 

Right : Dave Alcock(/eading)and Martin Boysen 011 

the.first asce/11 of Garotte. Photo: Ken Wilson. 

the ledge. A belay here is quite sensible, to gather 
one's head together. Except that the anchors are 
poor, it's a good place to be. 

The second pitch is much less demanding but 
devoid of runners. What the hell, though, you 
must be used to it by now! It's good climbing up a 
short rib to the haven of Terra Firma. It may only 
be I 50ft long, but it's quite a route. 

Suspended Sentence climbs the slab between 
the Groove and Route 2 - an obvious line, though 
it has little merit except for a few exquisite moves 
over an overlap. A piton was used for aid but was 
dispensed with by JeffWincott and Rick Robson, 
two climbers from the Peak. (The same pair also 
repeated CP later that year. I myself and Bill 
Wayman wrongly claimed the second free ascent.) 

Boysen and Alcock continued from the top of 
Suspended Sentence to complete the girdle 
traverse of the Wall. 

Boysen and Alcock continued from the top of 
Suspended Sentence to complete the girdle 
traverse of the Wall. This was a long-standing 
problem and had been attempted many times by 
Ron James, then resident at Ogwen Cottage. 

They started from the top of the first pitch of the 
Groove, went across to Route 2 and climbed that 
route to the narrowglacis which leads to the top of 
CP. From there they escaped up the final pitch of 
CP. 

The remaining problem was therefore to con
nect a shallowgrooveleftofRoute I with the other 

After these two climbs the cliff was considered to pitches of the girdle. It was solved with four points 
be worked out, and few people ventured to climb of aid. Chris Hamper and Terry Hirst freed it on 
here. Brown did Route I again, this time to be im- thesecondascentandgavethewall a pitch that was 
mortalised on BBC celluloid. thought to be harderand less protected than Right ... 

The next new line succumbed in 1963 to one of Wall, even though the current guidebook reports 
the strongest climbing teams of that era, Pete that it is "flawed by its proximity to the hillside". 
Crew and Bas Ingle. Route2 begins a few yards left From the top of the first pitch of CP the climb 
of the Groove, 15ft below an obvious scoop, a descends to the ledge of Route I where a belay is 
rightward traverse is made to a line of flakes. taken. From there the route descends slightly and 
Traverse the flakes, and there is a peg to protect an traverses to the bottom of an obvious shallow 
awkward series of moves on to the slab above and groove. Thin bridging and progressively less 
the same finish as the Groove. The climb is not as protection make ita serious and committing pitch. 
hard as Route I, and is slightly better protected. About 15ft below the top is a spike which, once 

Another pause in exploration followed until, in surmounted, mark es the end of the difficulties. 
I 971, two well-seasoned and outstanding Boysen and Alcock had intended to climb this 
climbers, Martin Boysen and Dave Alcock, added pitch as a separate route, but decided it would bea 
three new routes to ldwal's Walls in a weekend. more fitting finale to the girdle - which is named 

The first was Capital Punishment, a bold and the Garotte. They also recommend that Suicide 
intimidating line to the left of Route 2. From the Groove would be a better start, although the 
same scoop, it goes left on to a triangular slab, up climber has plentyofchoice - even if you start with 
this to below a groove, and then on to a sloping CP you get a pretty good girdle, with two 6a 
ledge. Pitons were used on the first ascent: pitches' 
although of doubtful quality, they were used to 
lower off from, to swap leaders. 

Martin and Bob Berzins with Chris Hamper 
made the second - and first free - ascent, and in 
this state it is the hardest and most serious under
taking on the wall, demanding either a pretty cool 
head or no brains at all. It is a very fine route and 
rivals many others in North Wales and indeed, the 
rest of the country. 

Some say the slab is the crux, others the groove. 
The slab is very thin indeed and the line is intricate 
for about 15 feet after which one can rest below the 
groove. Now for the first runners. There are two 
flakes "attached" to the cliff and it is possible to slot 
a Moac between them. Beware, though, they are 
only about ¼ in thick! A couple of small manky 
wires and that's your lot: just psych up and go for 
it, man! The layback moves into the groove seem 
too wild; a quick look to see how far the ground is 
below. Too far to jump! 

It eases off after a few feet and there's a good 
thread on the right. After that there are buckets to 
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Still this little area of rock had more to give, and in 
the perfect summer of'76 Pete Th ex ton and Tony 
Latham climbed Last Rites without - most 
emphatically without - chalk. A fine effort. 

The climb begins to the left of Suspended 
Sentence and crosses Route 2 just below the 
flakes. From there it moves up into a shallow 
depression marked by a faint brown streak, and 
then up on the route, but thereafter the climbing 
can be enjoyed - for, along with the Groove and 
Route 2, it is one of the better protected climbs on 
the wall. 

After repeating Last Rites, most emphatically 
with chalk, Billy"Whizzer"Waymanand finished 
up a short groove on the right-hand side of the 
upper slab. Direct Finish gives a good sustained 
pitch with adequate protection and follows on 
well from any of the climbs below. 

There were few good lines left now, but there 
was plenty of unclimbed rock. Whizzer and I 
added a sort of direct start to Route I. Death Row is 



Above: 1st ascent, Last Rites. Photo: Pete Thexton. 
Right: Suicide Wall climbs. Photo: Ken Wilson. 

another poorly protected pitch with a series of 
hard moves about 25ft above the ground, 
involving strenuous pulls on fingers to reach a 
small scoop and runner. After that the second 
hard section of Route l is followed to the top. 

Whizzer, with Tim Jepson, climbed a new line 
that summer, Penal Servitude (originally named 
Life Imprisonment, but changed at my request). It 
is a bold straight line between CP and Last Rites, 
and is as yet unprotected. 

The route was inspected by abseil and it was 
thought necessary to pre-place an awkward thread 
runner at about 60ft. 

The hardest moves are in the first 15ft, where 
the climbing is very technical. From the scoop of 
route 2 a crack goes in the direction of the route, 
but it soon peters out. Steep climbing then leads to 
the upper slab, which is followed to the top. There 
is -yet again -not much protection in its full 150ft 
runout. 

In August 1978 Phil Davidson, Gaz Healey and 
Tom Jones climbed Solitary Confinement, a pitch 
to the left of the final section of Garotte. Although 
unrepeated, it is reported to be straightforward 
and well protected. 

Those are the routes on thecliffto date. There is 
quite a lot of unclimbed rock left but there are few 
natural lines - and I challenge the statement in a 
recent mountaineering publication that it is pos
sible to climb anywhere on this wall at 5c/6a 
grade. A 
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SUICIDE WALL: THE CLIMBS 

SUICIDE GROOVE 
SUSPENDED SENTENCE 

LAST RITES 
ROUTE2 
PENAL SERVITUDE 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 

DEATH ROW 
ROUTE1 
SOLITARY CONFINEMENT 
DIRECT FINISH 
GAROTTE 

Lawton/ Haworth Mar 1948 El, 4a5b 
Boysen/Alcock Sept 1971 E2, 5c 
Ffa J Wincott/ R Robson July 1976 
Thexton/Latham Jul 1976 E2, 5b, 5c 
Crew/ Ingle Sept 1963 E2, 5b 
Wayman/Jepson Aug 1977 E4, (6a)5c 
Boysen/Alcock Sept 1971 E4, 6a5b 
Ffa Berzins/Berzins/ Hamper July 1976 
Shepherd/Wayman Jun 1977 E3, 5c 
Preston/Morseley/Haines Sept 1945 E2, 5c 
Davidson/Healey/Jones Aug 1978 El, 5b 
Shepherd/Wayman Jun 1977 E2, 5b 
Boysen/Alcock Sept 1971 E4, 5b5b6a 
Ffa Hamper/Hirst Jul 1977 



by 
Brian Wilkinson 

Slip slidin 'away 
Slip slidin ' away 
You know the nearer your destination 
The more you 're slip slid in' away 

Lundy drifted on the imperfect horizon like a 
slumbering leviathan, cruising melancholy and 
removed in the bright warmth of a mainland 
morning. We had decided to take in a day at Baggy 
en route for the Island and now as we walked along 
the steadily rising coast path, not talking much, I 
couln't help thinking how uncanny it was that G 
had managed to sprain his wrist just a few days 
before. The day was warm yet fresh with a heady 
sea breeze. G was anxious, I could feel it. 

The abrupt thrust of the Promontory stabbed 
dramatically into the postcard blue of the sea as we 
came round the final bend in the path. The drama 
of the scene was almost artificial in its intensity like 
a gigantic billboard propped up in the waves. For 
me, familiarity had transformed it into an accept
able backcloth but G, not on such friendly terms 
with the cliff and unaware of its delicate delights, 
was no doubt undergoing the same calculations of 
foreboding that precede my own venture on to un
familiar territories. 

Two miniature specks scuttled among the 
boulders below the apricot motorway of Pink 

Void that soared up the opposite side of the cove 
beneath our feet - Andy and Paul were not 
wasting any time. I threw down my sack and began 
drawing it like a freshly plucked roast fowl, 
pulling yards ofbrightperlonentrails from its dark 
interior. We were both caught up in our own 
meditations and geared up half-conciously in that 
intermediate zone - 'Between the idea and the 
reality.' The distant breathing of the sea drifted up 
from the cove, a solitary gull cried and a sharp gust 
of air moved the grass .... 

SSSCCCHHHHIT! ! 
G was looking down at his glasses bent into a pain
ful parody of their former symmertry. He tenderly 
picked them up but they fell apart in his hands into 
a numberofirregular pieces. He had taken them 
off and put them on the ground while he was 
changing and had accidently but very thoroughly 
demolished them with one step of his heavy 
mountain boot. G realized instantly the conse
quences of this tum of events but it took some time 
before my lulled brain arrived at the same inevi
table destination. Without bins G was unit for 
active service! 

For all practical purposes Baggy can be 
regarded as four distinct areas of solid slabs alter
nating with what might loosely be described as 
coherent rubble. Instability, like Russian roulette 
has its own devotees and the 'rubble' sports a 
bevy of unstable routes to carer for that taste, but 
for those without an immortality complex the 
slabs provide the real attractions: Scrattling Slabs, 
like two steps in a colossal staircase sliding side-

ways into the sea; the Promontory, a tongue of 
crisp clean rock extended sideways into the sea; 
crisp clean rock extended elegantly from the 
mouth of Baggy Hole; the towering majesty of 
Pink Void and the intimate complexities of Long 
Rock. 

At Baggy the architectural simplicityofthe basic 
slab format is usually broken by numerous 
corners, cracks and overlaps and these give variety 
to what, as John Menlove Edwards said of some
where else, might become 'climbing much of the 
stepping-up type'. On the Promontory bold and 
distinctive features break up the sheet of rock so 
that each climb possesses an individual character. 
The same however cannot be said of Long Rock 
Slabs and for the newcomer identification of the 
climbs and their stances often poses something of 
a problem. This is not to say that the climbing is 
inferior, on the contrary the unusual combination 
of a huge slab set ata l 920's angle with 1960's size 
holds and requiring 1970's protection (or none at 
all) makes the climbing compulsively fascinating 
-a climber's chessboard, set at an angle. But the 
fact remains in the memory not its individuality. A 
few routes do achieve distinction, avoiding the 
uniformity of the slab by utilizing the recessed 
section that overlooks the narrow zawn at the sea
ward end of the main area (Cirrus Minor and 
Kinkyboots) and the large open-book corner that 
breaks up the lower part of the slab and runs into a 
fine set of double-tiered overlaps on the right hand 
side. In view of the fact that Long Rock is 
considered to be worked out it is surprising that 
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'There is also an imposing comer .. . thejirst pitch.' Photo: P. Roberts. 

this obvious natural feature has remained un- to Andy and Paul while G kept a fecund silence. I 
climbed. broached my crackpot idea to Andy who 

At a casual glance you would not have noticed; responded with cautious enthusiasm, his usual 
the giveaway was the layer of thin brown response to my hairbrained schemes. By a sort of 
insulation tape that made a meticulous circum- unspoken understanding it was agreed thatteams 
navigation of the outside edge of G's spectacles. should reform so that Andy and I could fulfil our 
"Ever got the feeling someone's trying to tell you fate. But that fate remained, as yet, unsealed. 
something" G had said, sitting mole-like at a Cafe Andy consulted the guide carefully, looked up, 
table in Braun ton while I struggled in earnest with frowned and consulted the guide again. After a 
the specs, carelessly wielding a lethal tube of calculated pause said; "I wouldn't mind having a 
superglue. A sprained wrist and dislocated bins go at Sexilegs." 
were not conclusive but it would atleast have been I considered the options and eyed the 'golden 
thought-provoking, had I any faith at all in these wonder' who, with angelic smile raised his eye-
sort of premonitions. brows and cocked his head a little to one side. 

Anyway, the fact of the matter was that G had "Hmmmm O.K first we do Sexilegs then we 
nottouched rockforagoodsixmonths. Therefore have a look at this new line. O.K ?" 
prudence (and G) demanded a warm-up to begin "Done." 
the day's proceedings. The day by then had So here I am standing on a boulder at the 
become slightly warmer. In what seemed no time bottom of Long Rock holding the rope for my fair 
at all we had resurfaced at the top pleasantly haired friend who was leaping all over the place 
loosened up with a nice little hard severe tucked like he was on a bucking bronco letting out war 
under our belts for starters. It was atthis point that hoops and hollering, "It's dead easy!" every few 
G had enquired as to what I had in mind for the minutes. I beam up a 'don't be ridiculous' 
main course. Atthe mention of the idea of tackling expression but it does no good he is obviously 
a new line he fixed me with a look of dumb- locked into level 3 climbing. 
founded disbelief tinged with annoyance, and Inmyextensiveexperienceofclimbingwiththe 
some uncanny sixth sense told me that G was not Golden Wonder I have observed that he operates 
entirely sold on the idea. Backatthe sacks Ichatted on three distant energy levels totally irrespective 
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of the grade he climbs. Levell is agonizingly slow 
and ponderous; level 2 is steady unhurried and 
careful and level 3 is meteoric and explosive, sort 
of upward cross-country running. Andy 
approaches climbing with incredible enthusiasm 
and determination, great to be with if you are keen 
with ideas ofyourown, and a little overwhelming 
if you're not. 

So here I am, I repeat, standing on a boulder at 
the bottom of Long Rock. I try to be philosophical 
about the whole thing. I reflect on the goods days 
at Baggy charging up one route after another till 
my eyes bulged like a loony with the strain and 
always the weather just right and the strolling back 
along the coast with a Turner sunset burning out 
over the sea and the driving away slumped over 
the wheel and the sitting in the bar with an idiotic 
smile hovering over a pint of the best and the guts 
feeling of pure gold that lasts and keeps you going 
for another week. 

A pull on the rope jerks me back rudely into 
action so I lumber up in the wake of his amusing 
protection and crunch on up past, getting lost as I 
always do, to the top. No time for the obligatory 
coffee break now, we rush back down to the fciotof 
the slabs so that I can claim my percentage in the 
deal. Andy goes about the business of the faithful 
second with great calm and deliberation, he has a 
pious and saintly expression on his pale nordic 
fizzog. Patience personified. 

I take my first real look at my intended. "I 
wonder why this hasn't been done" I say to myself 
and the answer comes winging back, "Cos there 
ain't no bloody 'olds, you dozy bugger." For a few 
moments while I tied on I felt a complete idiot 
even to try this damn corner and a sudden and un
expected wave of apprehension welled up from 
the pit of my stomach. I quickly look at the palms 
of my hands check my waist knot and say an 
unnecessary O.K to nobody in particular and 
reach up for the first holds. 

The corner proper did not extend to the bottom 
of the cliff but was cut away at the base and a steep 
subsidiary groove led by awkward bridging to the 
initial overlap that guarded the corner. It was not 
possible to more directly over this obstacle so I 
was obliged to move up on to a ledge on the steep 
left wall; the start of the corner was a chest height 
but way over to the right. I placed a good nut and 
contemplated my next move, or rather the con
sequences of the next move for the move itself was 
only too obvious, a high bridge up right on to the 
lip of the overhang and boldy pulling into the 
bottomless corner by layback. 

I looked up, straining to see something higher 
up I could use to pull out of the layback once I had 
started it. A few minutes went by and another 
surge of apprehension rippled up my throat. I 
tentatively brought my right foot up into position 
and almost immediately swung into the layback 
and began up the corner. I don'trememberagreat 
deal about what happened next except that every
thing went fairly smoothly to begin with until 
about halfway up when everything seemed to run 
out. 

I backtracked a move and tried to rest but it was 
impossible, standing on a minute ledge the size of 
a bacon rind my calves throbbed. I tried to move 
out right using a little crystal-lined slot that 
crunched audibly as I jammed the toe ofmy P.A 
into it, but to no avail. I tried precarious bridging 
using the blank walls but without anything for the 
hands it was hopeless. I could see that wedged 
right at the top of the corner under the overhang 
was an apparently detached block the size of an 
economy packet of cornflakes pointing down the 
corner poised for a rapid descent as soon as its 
fragile equilibrium was disturbed. It seemed to 
cast a shadow as it hovered above my head like a 
square rock balloon. 



"This isn't very funny" I said as I came back to 
the bacon rind for the fourth time. Closed in out 
out of the breeze it became stiflingly hot and the 
clothes stuck to my body. A corruption of the 
Mamas and the Papas kept ringing round my head 
"Lundy, Lundy, so good to me" and every now 
and again I recalled G's specs lying pathetically 
crumpled on the grass like a squashed crane fly. 

Underneath all these symptons of precarious
ness however, I had an unaccountable sense of 
calm. The idea gradually emerged that the corner 
would not succumb to straightforward, clearcut 
techniques but would require a more diffuse and 
subtle approach and besides, cramp and fatigue 
were looming close and time was running out, I 
had to try something different fast. 

I began easing myself up the corner furtively 
trying to obtain a finger hold in the closed corner 
crack. Half bridging using weird pressure-holds 
and trying to hold myselfin with the friction of my 
shoulder I slowly gained height. At one point I 
levered up on a paper-thin flake that prized away 
scab-like beneath my finger tips. So intent was I on 
gaining height and staying in contact with the rock 
that I had forgotten all about my stone balloon and 
it was quite a shock to look up and see it about 
eighteen inches above my head. This ominously 
coincided with the expiration of my repertoire of 
diffuse techniques, I desperately needed 
something slightly less nebulous than oblique 
pressure holds and West Country udge, and the 
crack between the poised block and the retaining 
wall looked extremely inviting. 

It will be a constant source of amazement to me 
that as I reached up and gingerly put a finger lock 
into that crack the block did not drop on to my 
skull for making such a gross miscalculation but 
remained in situ and even provided scope for a 
couple of nut placements. It was not all over of 

course, there were still difficult and exposed 
to be made to get out of the corner but crouched 
beneath the overhang cuddling my little square 
friend I knew I was going to make it. 

I offered the second pitch to Andy for 
uncomplaining service below the call of duty and 
gave him an idea as to where I though it would go. 
It was an ace pitch working between the overlaps 
above the corner then taking a natural line up the 
above I gave it El and called it Slip Sliding Away, 
anglicising Paul Simon by putting the G back. The 
next day we joined another bunch oflads at llfra
combe and sailed off for a week's holiday on 
Lundy. We had a great time which was only 
marred by the accident on the day before we were 
due to leave when Jack broke his ankle and had to 
be rescued by helicopter halfway up Focal 
Buttress. Jack had got off on a very steep section of 
the face and had fallen twenty feet onto the ledge 
where his second was belayed. Without runners 
he carried on falling past the ledge and only came 
to rest halfway down the previous pitch. Due to a 
reorganization in the belay before Jack had 
started, the second was pulled from the ledge 
before he was arrested, but he still continued to 
hold the rope. G had been ready. 

God only knows 
God makes his plan 
The information unavailable 
To the mortal man 
We work our jobs 
Collect our pay 
Believe we're gliding down the highway 
When in fact we're slip slid in' away. 

Above: 'In the early evening light ... ' Photo: P. 
Roberts. Below: Andy Gallagher (seated) and 
Brian Wilkinson. Photo: Wilkinson. 

SUMMARY 
Long Rock Slabs, Baggy Point, Devon. 
Slip Sliding Away 180 feet Mild Extremely Severe 
(El). 

First ascent: B. R E. Wilkinson & A Gallagher 
(alternate leads) 26th August 1978. 



THE ART OF THE STATES 
Film as an art form is closely associated with the USA. A new film covers an attempt to do America's first grade 6 climb, the North West 
Face of Half Dome, free. The film too is 'Free' - no posed shots, no studio takes. Here Bob Godfrey, of 'Climb' fame, tells the story of 
how it came to be made. 

AT FIRST it was definitely a home movie. We'd 
all known about Erickson's crazy attempts on Half 
Dome for the longest time. When he and Fergu
son did the first free ascent of the Naked Edge, it 
was a psychological leap of large dimensions, 
albeit with the occasional stumble. If the Edge 
would go free, who could 'possibly predict where 
the limits lay? And as the free-climbing floodgates 
of the '70s opened, the limits, with characteristic 
perversity, receded further into the distance. 

"Erickson's flipped." This was not an un
common reaction to the new scheme. The Naked 
Edge was one thing, but free climbing attempts on 
the North-West Face of Half Dome necessitates a 
long, gruelling walk. Uphill. The spectre ofincon
ceivable technical difficulty palls against that 
anathematic obstacle, a fonnidable approach. 
The moves may or may not go but, for many, the 
approach certainly won't. 

Erickson's attempts to find partners willing to 
trudge up to Half Dome for"just one try" occupy a 
special place in the Valley's annals. Erickson is 
reputed to have propositioned tourists in mobile 
homes, waitresses in the Four Seasons (a variety 
of propositions), park rangers, bears and small 
children. 

Occasionally someone would get sucked in, 
The first attempts had a certain novelty value. The 
immediate post-Naked Edge period lent a certain 
credibility to the affair, and Erickson found his 
most susceptible victims among the visiting 
Colorado contingent rather than among the 
C,alifornia boys. Scott Stewart was the first to 
succumb, and May 1972 saw the start ofa long line 
of attempts. 

The first was unsuccessful. It ground to a halt at 
the fourth pitch. Here, Mr Robbins and his first
ascent companions had placed a tidy row of 
expansion bolts leading up a slab of rock that lent 
adequate geomorphological justification to their 
actions. At that time, in I 957, it was a Fine Thing 
and absolutely no one was quibbling. 

Erickson responded with that ill-defined blend 
of compulsiveness, self-effacement, and tunnel 
vision for which he is noted. He was Mr Clean of 
the early '70s; his "tainting" philosophy was 
variously the object of awe and amusement 
among contemporaries. On small cliffs his 
conceptual paradigm sufficed. Namely - a fall 
whilst attempting to lead a new pitch negates the 
pitch, and there must be absolutely no chalk, 
pitons, hammers, or direct aid of any kind. It had 
stood Erickson in good stead in his excursion on 
smaller cliffs. 

With HalfDome, the system didn't work. Erick
son responded with a dispiayof mental agility that 
critics might conceivably consider shifty. Rather 
than attempting to justify his actions, he simply 
changed the rules of the game. 

"The purpose of climbing ethics," he pro
nounced, "is to keep the outcome in question, or 
maintain a sense of adventure." Half Dome, in its 
length, remoteness and "big wall" character, pre
sented a new "free climbing game". In order to 
have even the slimmest probability of free
climbing Half Dome within his mortal span, 
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methods unacceptable on small cliffs would be 
appropriate on Half Dome. Leader falls , and the 
occasional cleaning of dirt from cracks on direct 
aid prior to free-climbing attempts, would be 
considered legitimate. 

It is a mistake to make too much of these mere 
technical considerations, for the first free ascent of 
Half Dome is an exercise in thought, not loco
motion. 
Each year after 1972 saw its attempt. And progress 
was made: '73 saw the same high point as '72, 
some 300ft up; '74 saw a high point three feet 
lower (negative progress); '75 saw the early high 
point plus three feet higher. An absolute gain of 
six vertical feet in four years. 

A second attempt in '75 (following on from 
some excavation of dirt from a crack via aid) was a 
Great Leap Forward with a new free pitch (5.11) 
parallel to, and left of, the first bolt ladder. Again 
the effort ground to a halt: a 15ft tantalizingly 
smooth boulder problem of a corner. Erickson 
tried and made predictions he would live to regret: 
"5.13, impossible without millions of falls and 
tons of chalk." 

Next year saw the Erickson/Higbee team on the 
face. Higbee had been one of the early-day suckers 
and hadn't been back since his one attempt with 
Erickson in 1973. After one false go, and a two
week interlude, Higbee raised Erickson's eye
brows by flashing up the notorious corner. (For 
posterity - the Higbee Hedral, 5.11 + ). 

Almost before they knew it, they were at grips 
with the mid-section of the face. Three hundred 
feet of up, sideways, and down free climbing 
snook them past the next bolt ladder. The 
Erickson Traverse (5.10), a line spied out by 
Erickson in his Aristotelian contemplation of the 
face. 

The next day saw them romping the easier 
middle sections and coming to grips by late 
morning with the first Zig Zag, 1,700ft above 
ground, with the summit only 500ft above. 
Higbee placed protection with a fall, and Erickson 
led clean (5 .11). No problem on the second Zig 
Zag (5. IO), and into the hole at the bottom of the 
third. 

It was 2.30 pm, hot, and the third Zig Zag 
presented a fonnidable problem. A long, steep 
layback crack perhaps 50ft high, narrowing with 
height. At the top the crack narrows to fingertip 
width. The final few feet proved insoluble and, 
after numerous short falls by both, they slumped 
into the belay hole for the night - a macabre 
prison, lending itself neither to sitting, standing, 
nor lying down. A body jam proved the most 
effective dozing posture. 

At dawn Higbee consumed two walnuts, and 
the third Zig Zag. Pained by the discomforts of the 
Hole, and refusing on any tenns to return to its 
clutches, he led the crux moves at the top of the 
third Zig Zag with elan. 

The summit was within spitting distance and 
they'd been told that only a couple of 5.8 pitches 
remained. Not true. The tragic story of the final 
slab is well known. A thin rurp crack resisted their 
best efforts and finally - out of food, water, and 

oomph - they aided the last 20ft. 
Erickson subsequently hiked up to the top of 

HalfDome, abseiled down, figured out a variation 
to the left of the rurp crack, placed two protection 
bolts, and bouldered out the moves free, using 
self-protection from Ju mars attached to his rappel 
rope. 

Technically, the whole route would go free. 
That much was now established. What remained 
was to put the whole thing together from ground 
to summit in one continuous ascent. 
Enter the film-makers. At first it was to be a 
modest production. Tom Frost and I would tag 
along on the next attempt, carry hand-held 
cameras, travel fast and light, and shoot what we 
could without getting in the way. We weren't 
exactly sure how we'd do all that, but probably the 
climbers would rescue us ifwe got into a mess. 

The agreement we had with Erickson and 
Higbee was simple and clear. Our filming wasn't 
to interfere with their climbing. We wouldn't ask 
them to do anything special for the camera, simply 
film it as it happened. With the variety of5. IO and 
5. 11 pitches they'd be tackling, and the scale of the 
face, the prediction was that we wouldn't need a 
script - we'd have action a-plenty. 

As projects tend to do, this one grew. Greg 
Lowe got into the act - another climbing camera
man. The fact that he had previously climbed the 
North-West on Half borne in winter (the only 
winter ascent) gave him valuable familiarity with 
the route. 

I had heard various tall tales about Greg's prow
ess, including one story about him breaking a 
cowboy's ann outside a Utah bar, that belied his 
mild manner. Later, sitting frustrated below a 
climb in Yosemite which we wanted to film, while 
two nig-nogs used up valuable light in futile 
struggle, I watchedgreg Greg vent his frustrations. 
He picked up a small but solid piece of granite, 
maybe a foot square by two and a halfinches thick, 
and after an extended period of concentration and 
deep breathing he broke it cleanly in half with a 
precisely placed karate chop delivered with the 
side ofhis right hand. I wondered if Greg used this 
technique to chop holds on climbs. 

Rusty Baillie, living in Colorado, lent his 
experience from the BBC climbing spectaculars in 
England to the endeavour. 

Somehow, from somewhere, the projects 
received major funding, and almost before we 
knew it the film crew grew to IO people. But the 
ground rules didn't change. The arrangement 
with Erickson and Higbee stayed the same. We 
would film without getting in the way; they'd 
climb without rehearsal, and from pre-placed 
fixed ropes we'd shoot as it happened. 

Irrespective of their climbing abilities, Erickson 
and Higbee are interesting characters in their own 
right. Erickson was recently married and Nancy 
was expecting a baby only a few weeks before we 
were due to leave for Yosemite. Rudi eventually 
emerged on schedule, a robust child, and ended 
up accompanying the crew to the Valley at the 
tender age of I month. In portraying Erickson as a 

Right: Jim Erickson leading the 3rd Zig Zag(5. J J). 





person as well as a climber, we filmed him at home 
and at work. 

Nancy turned out to be a real scene-stealer, and 
her natural sassiness on camera as she expressed 
her viewpoint - somewhat different from Jim's -
lent a valuable dimension to the film. In filming 
Jim at the sling shot factory where he works, we 
carefully built a composite picture on film of who 
he was, and to some extent what makes him tick. 
In the film he speaks with characteristic eloquence 
about what motivates climbers, including a 
pungent analysis of the adrenalin junkie 
syndrome. 

Higbee has his own rakish style and works in 
construction to support his climbing habit. Both 
he and his girlfriend Carolyn were subjected to the 
probing eye of the camera in their daily routines. 

With impeccable timing, we chose the worst 
May in living memory to film. Snowstorm fol
lowed snowstorm in Yosemite, and our rented 
camera equipment took a beating that would have 
stood the owner's hair on end. During one epic 
incident, Jim and Art reached the 1,000ft level on 
the face and bivvied; it snowed six inches during 
the night! The ensuing self-rescue in down 
bootees over EBs provided one of the more 
dramatic episodes of the film. 

The crux pitches provided plenty of natural 
action, with so many leader falls in the normal 
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course of events that we were not tempted to 
request retakes. 

The Zig Zags were problematical, both for 
climbing and for filming. Two fixed ropes, each 
400ft long, were lowered from the top of the face 
down to Big Sandy ledge; the ensuing single
strand rappel was appropriately christened the 
Mindbender by Rusty. 

Tourists peeking over the summit rim -
occasionally shouting, sometimes dropping 
stones and Coca Cola bottles - provided light 
relie( 

We have been accused of gimmickry in having 
Robert Redford as narrator. But, you can't buy 
the man, and we felt complimented that he did it 
because he liked the film. Surprisingly, his voice 
quality was just what we wanted: low-key, just 
right. We were all agreed that the Orson Welles 
style has seen its day. 

Alas, the full details of how Jim and Art fared on 
their attempt this time will have to remain undis
closed. else why would you go see the film? 

SUMMARY An account by the director of the 
origins and making of Free Climb: the Northwest 
face of Half Dome; a new film depicting Jim Erick
son and Art Higbee's attempt to make the first all
free ascent of the face (Alpine Films, Boulder, 
Colorado). 
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North West Face of Half Dome. Right: Art Higbee 
leading the /st Zig Zag (5. I I). All photos by Bob 
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by Mark Hudon 
&Max Jones 

Max Jones (left) and Mark Hudon. Photo: Ed 
Webster. 
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Twenty years ago hard free climbs 
were rare in America. Even ten years 
ago you could be forgiven for 
thinking that American climbing was 
all about Big Wall Aid Climbs. Now 
there can be no doubt that the grow
ing numbers of American free rock 
climbers are the equal of any. Mark 
Hudon and Max Jones recently 
spent a year travelling the USA doing 
the hard climbs, and adding a few of 
their own, in a .two part photo essay 
they review these climbs. 

The Beast (5.11 ) Photo: Mark Hudon. On thejirst ascent Jim Dunnfollowed the corner. On 
this, the 3rd ascent, the leader stepped right ( desparate) and lay backed the thin flake. After 
the crux a horizontal off-width has to be climbed. Cathedral Ledge, New Hampshire. 

ALONG WITH THE RISE in popularity of rock 
climbing in the United States, the standard of 
difficulty has risen. It now lies in the esoteric 
region of 5.12. 

I ts quite difficultto describe what the rating 5. 12 
represents, but with these photographs and 
this article we'll try. 

Length 
In Yosemite, if you wantto make a pitch harder, 

all you need to do is make it longer. When many 
5.9 moves were climbed in a row, the pitch 
appeared to be harder than what had been con
sidered as traditional 5.9; therefore 5.10 came 
about. No moves of 5.10 had yet been climbed, 
but a pitch of considerable length and strenuosity 
would be rated 5.10. 

It was the same with 5.11; most5.1 ls have long 
sections of5.10. (Think about it. Butterballs has 
no individual move harder than 5.10.) 

Now, pitches of sustained 5.11 have been 
climbed and are called 5.12 (for example, 
Crimson Cringe in Yosemite and Super Crack in 
the Shawangunks). 

Sustained technicality 
Good examples are the Phoenix (Yosemite), 

Babylon (Donner Summit, California) and 
Hooker's Haven (Sugar Loaf, California). 

Although these climbs range in length from 40 
to 120ft, the movesarecomplexandstrenuousfor 
the entire distance. The Phoenix and Babylon 
have complex sections about 40ft off the ground. 

On the Phoenix, the crack turns sideways and 

must be jammed palms-up in a certain sequence. 
It took us most of a day to figure this out, and then 
another day to climb it. This section is only 10ft 
long, but has 40ft of 5.11 climbing into it, and is 
followed by an overhanging 5.11 thin crack! 

On Babylon, the crack disappears and a 
rounded edge must be palmed up an overhanging 
wall to where the crack widens to fingerlocks 
again. Although these are technically the hardest 
moves on the climbs, the crux, as with most 5.12s, 
is reaching a no-hands rest (usually at the top of 
the climb). 

Hooker's Haven, one of the best 5.12s we have 
climbed, is a 30ft sequence with bouldering 
moves. Each move must be done right the first 
time in order to reach and complete the next 
move. 
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The Prow (5.1 I+), Cathedral Ledge, New Hampshire. Mark Hudon ison thecruxpitchduringthethirdascentofthisroute. 
He has to move slightly down and layaway on theareteto regain thecrackabovetheroof At 5ft2inshisheight is no advantage 
in making the moves! Photo: Ed Webster. 

Rock gymnastics 
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Climbing 5.12 and harder routes is actually a 
sub-sport of rock climbing. It has lost all relation 
to classic mountaineering. Pitches of this 
difficulty are not yet being led and followed 
regularly in one push. The routes go beyond 
that - when one gets the least bit tired or sloppy, 
one just falls om 

Most 5.12s, like a gymnastic routine, require 
many attempts to wire the moves, memorise the 
sequence, and then put all the pieces together. The 
rock is our apparatus; climbing it is our routine. 

The human variable 
Don't laugh. One man's meat is another man's 

poison. We are approaching the limit of human 

ability. (Sure, they all said that! But wait; read on.) 
The finger, hand, arm and foot size, along with 

height and weight, are all playing a bigger part in 
how hard a route is for the individual. 

Tales of Power and the Crimson Cringe are 
definitely easier for someone with small hands. 
Foops in The Gunks is 5.11 +, or 5.12 for anyone 
shorter than 5ft 4in - and if you are that short you 
might as well cross Psycho in Eldorado Canyon 
off you list. But, thank God, we challenge anyone 
taller than 5ft8in to climb White Eye on Cathedral 
Ledge in New Hampshire. 

As we move on to 5.13 (and be warned - it's 
coming), body size will become more important. 

And when 5.14 arrives, you will have to be 
made just so - or sorry, you can forget it! 



Hangdog (5.12) Yosemite. Mark Hudon on the 3rd ascent, photos 
by Max Jones. The start, not shown, is a desparate overhanging 
lay back. Then it is possible to "step off left to a 'Thank God' rest 
ledge ". (Left) The next section is 5.11 and leads to the ledge in the 
groove where a rest can be taken below thefinal section which is the 
technical crux. 
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White Eye (5.12) Cathedral Ledge, New Hampshire. 
Mark Hudon (5'2½ ") on the first free ascent. This 
'boulder problem' pitch was attempted by Jim Dunn 
with a mountain boot over his EB'sforreach. Lateran 
this attempt Mark took a 25ftfallfrom the last moves 
and pulled out three nuts. Photos: Ed Webster. 



Hooker's Haven (5.12) Sugarloaf, California. Max 
Jones (colour) and Mark Hudon making the complex 
series of moves up the undercut arch on an 85 degree 
wall on the first free ascent. After this crux pitch two 
more very enjoyable pitches (5.1 Oc and 5. 9) lead to the 
top. 
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Foops (5.J0c), Shawangunks. The two photos above show this 
classic roof pitch being donefree by the 'short man's variant'. Max 
Jones on the left and Mark Hudon on the right. Photo: Gene 
Vallee. The lower photos show, left to right, Dale Bard on Slip
stream (5. 11 c), Donner Summit, California: Max Jones on the 
classic Colorado desparacy, The Wisdom (5.11) and Aug Kline 
on Sky Pilot (5.11 c), Donner Summit. All uncredited photos in 
this essay are from the authors' collection. 
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THE FOURTH-RANKING mountain's Indian 
Survey symbol was El. Lhotse is a Tibetan local 
name, but not old-established; British carto
graphers bestowed it on a nameless peak to the 
south of Everest. Since Lhotse means South Peak, 
it found immediate acceptance. 

Four distinct elevations from a sharp ridge run
ning from north-west to south-east, which us actu
ally the frontier between Nepal and Tibet. The 
north-west Summit is the highest; according to 
the most recent surveys it measures 27,480ft 
(8,511 m). The two central peaks are 27,645ft and 
27 ,480ft. The final peak of the summit ridge 
(27,553) was named Lhotse Shar (shar= East), 
though geographically speaking it cannot be con
sidered a separate mountain, no more than for ex
ample the South Peak ofKangchenjunga. 

Lhotse had remained a virgin peak for a long 
time; until 1955 no one had even attempted to 
climb it. Our first knowledgeofit springs from the 
first Everest reconnaissance in 1921; the Houston 
Flight in 1933, which twice new over Lhotse on its 
Everest missions; the Firth Everest expedition 
(I 935); the I 950 and I 951 reconnaissances ; the 
Swiss expeditions of I 952; and the successful 
British Everest expedition of I 953 . Lhotse had no 
literature of its own; reference to Everest 
publications was sufficient. 
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Back in 1953 GO Dyhrenfurth wrote: 
The recommended route is the North Ridge, 
which can easily be reached from the snow
crest which crowns the Saddle Rib(later known 
as the Geneva Spur)justabove the South Col at 
26,000ft. 
The middle sector of this ridge is barred by three 
huge rock-towers which will have to be turned; 
below them there is a prominent snow shelf on 
the western face, offering a traverse and leading 
to a fairly steep couloir, which cuts through the 
whole rock structure and ends on the summit 
ridge, quite close to the Main Summit. Ifthereis 
firm snow in this "funnel", Lhotse may not be 
as difficult as it appears at first sight. But it is by 
no means certain whether it would be possible 
to reach the top and get back the same day to 
the 26,000ft snow-crest or to a camp on the 
South Col. 
Lhotse's other ridges hardly enter the picture. 
The West-South-West Ridge leading up from 
Nuptse is not only difficult of access, but inter
rupted by enormous rock "steps" and would 
present climbing of the highest standard. The 
foot of the East-South-East Ridge could pos
sibly be reached from the Kangchung Glacier 
(ie Tibet); but from there to the true summit 
is a distance of four miles! Long sectors of it 
look extremely formidable, and the finish over 
the serrated ridge, with its three distinct crests, 
would certainly take a very long time. 
The only practicable approach remains the 
west side of the North Ridge : and, now that 
Everest has been climbed, it may not be very 
long before the fourth highest mountain in the 
world is attacked by this route. For Lhotse is 
by no means a mere southern subsidiary peak 
of Everest, but a considerable many-crested 

mountain mass of great size in its own right. 
Ever since the route to the South Col was 
opened and frequently travelled in 1952 and 
1953, Lhotse has been ripe for picking. 
Towards the end of January 1955, Norman 

Dyhrenfurth was given permission to attempt 
Lhotse. Since it was too late to finance, organise 
and outfit a major expedition for a pre-monsoon 
try, it was decided to postpone the main climbing 
effort until the Fall. 

Erwin Schneider (outstanding cartographer 
and well known Austrian mountaineer ofNanga 
Parbat 1934 fame), Ernst Senn (another strong 
Austrian who had been to Broad peak with Dr 
Herrligkotfer in 1954) and expedition leader and 
film-maker Norman Dyhrenfurth left Europe on 
March 30 by boat, taking with them the bulk oft he 
expedition's baggage. The second group, 
consisting of the three Americans George I Bell, 

by G. 0. andNormanDyhrenfurth 

Fred Beckey, and Richard McGowan, and the two 
Swiss Bruno Spirigand Arthur Spohel (the latter 
had been to Everest with Dyhrenfurth in 1952) 
were to leave Europe on July 30. 

After being held up the usual numberof days by 
the incredible red tape of Bombay customs, the 
first group reached Jogbani by "milk train" on 
April 21 , where they were met by a Sherpa team 
selected by Tenzing Norgay in Darjeeling. The 
march-in started on April 24 from Dharan Bazar 
with 200 porters: 120ofthem from Solu Khumba, 
the rest recruited locally. Namche Bazar was 
reached on May 9, and Dingboche on the 11th. 
This village near the base of Arna Dablam, a few 
feet above the swift waters of the lmja Khola, be
came the expedition's base of operations for the 
next two months. 

The fewweeksofrelativelygood weather before 
the coming of the monsoon were used to the 
fullest. While Schneider established numerous 
baselines for his photogrammetriccoverageofthe 
entire Imja Basin - during the course of which he 
climbed several 5000ers and 6000ers, among 
them Island Peak - Norman Oyhrenfurth and 
Ernst Senn made a reconnaissance of the inner
most corner of that basin. They were hoping to 
find a route to the summit of Lhotse II (ie Lhotse 
Shar) by way of the heavily glaciated southern 
precipice of Lhotse's east ridge. A study of some 
British photographs had led them to believe that 
there might be a definite possibility. 

While they were studying that huge slope of 
steep ice, several avalanches broke off from a high 
shelf and buried the only feasible avenue of 
approach under masses of blue-green ice. Even if 
one could gain the ridge, the route would be 
extremely long and exposed to the winds. The 
uppermost part of the east ridge is steep and 
undoubtedly heavily corniced, and the main 
summit of Lhotse could -at least by the standards 
of 1955 - not possibly be reached that way. 

Next on the programme was a reconnaissance 
of the Khumbu lcefall, during which Ernst Senn 

and his Sherpa Pemba Sundar made the first 
ascent of the Lho La (I 9. 705ft) from the Nepalese 
side, There was one ropelength of 5th grade rock 
climbingand some fairly steep ice work above, not 
without some avalanche danger. A route whi.ch is 
definitely not to be recommended as safe for the 
movement of supplies. 

With the start of the monsoon in early June the 
team moved north towards the region of Cho 
Oyu. The site of Raymond Lambert's Cho Oyu 
base camp of 1954 became new headquarters for 
the International Himalayan Expedition 1955. 
While Erwin Schneider worked with his photo
theodolite all around the northern and western 
approaches to Cho Oyu, Ernst Senn and his 
Sherpa Pemba Sundar climbed three peaks 
between 21,000 and 22,000 feet, and Norman 
Dyhrenfurth was busy filming. Palung Ri 
(7012m; 23,005ft), probably the same peak 
climbed by Hillary and Lowe in 1952, was reached 
for the most part on skis. 

After a short spell of fairly good weather around 
the middle of August, which raised hopes for an 
early end to the monsoon, the rains moved in 
again. Nevertheless, equipment and provisions 
were moved up in relays to the site of Base Camp 
below the Khum bu lcefall, and on August 30 the 
advance team moved up for good. 

The next few days brought much snow, and the 
roar of avalanches filled the air. They came otfthe 
walls of Pumori, Lingtren, the Lho La and 
Nuptse, averaging one every three minutes. 
Sometimes one could count three or four at once. 

From Oyhrenfurth's diary: 
On September 4 we made a first attempt to 
penetrate the icefall, but the snow was slushy 
and bottomless, forcing us to return to camp. 
The next morning I called my friends at 5 
o'clock. Pumori glistened in eerie moonlight. 
We followed the route discovered previously, 
and by IO. 15 we reached the first step of the ice
fall, close to where the Swiss had their Camp 2 
in 1952. The heat was unbearable by then. I 
belayed Senn across a broad chasm, filled in 
part by huge blocks of ice. On the far side he 
had to wrestle with a short vertical pitch which 
he prepared with a fixed rope. After we ascer
tained that there were no insurmountable 
difficulties beyond, we started down. 
September was a day of rest, and the following 
day we left at 5.0, taking along 12 Sherpas who 
carried aluminium ladders and wooden 
bridges. At 7.30 we reached the site of the 
former Camp 2, and from then on the going was 
very tiring. As soon as the sun reached us it be
came incredibly hot, sapping our strength. 
We continued our advance across countless 
giant chasms, between menacing seracs, over 
steep slopes covered with bottomless slushy 
snow, getting ever closer to the famous "Valley 
of Silence", as the Swiss had christened the 
Western Cwm. Just before we could enter it, 
a 100-foot wall of ice barred our way, but 
Schneider managed to discover a somewhat 
precarious traverse to the left through steep, 
·unstable powder snow, followed by a final 
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Above: Lhotse Shar, Central Peaks, Main Summit, Couloir, South Col below. From Camp 6 AMEE. Photo: N. Dyrenfurth. 

pitch up a narrow ice tower. week of October it snowed day and night, par- on the highest terrace of the Lhotse Glacier, but 
The approximate site of the British Camp 3 ticularly at Camp 1, where Dyhrenfurth holed up slightly above an to the left of the British Camp 7, 
was immediately beyond. Two tents were set for one week to supervise the high-level ferry to at about 24,200ft. 
up and some equipment placed inside; Camp Advance Base. The first summit try was made on October 10: 
1 was thus established after only 14 hours of Camp 3 was established on the first terrace of It is cold and windy, but clear. After a breakfast 
actual work in the icefall. the Lhotse Glacier, at almost 23,000ft, between in my small tent, Senn, Spohel and their 
The next few days were spent improving the two huge crevasses and protected from Sherpas Pemba and Chowang (the latter carry 

route, laying down additional bridges where avalanches. Ernst Senn, Arthur Spohel and three bottles of oxygen each, to be exchanged 
needed and carrying loads to Camp 1. It snowed Pemba Sundar left there on the afternoon of at the entrance to the Lhotse Couloir) leave · 
everyday, and the trail had to be remadeagainand October? to reconnoitre the route ahead, but half camp. They move slowly due to the poor snow 
again. an hour later they were back. As they rounded the conditions. It soon becomes clear that they 

The second group - three Americans and two ice wall where the Lhotse Glacier borders the can't make the top today. 
Swiss - arrived on September I 6, after a one-week broad couloirwhich separates it from the "Geneva At 2.0 pm they are back; the highest point 
delay by Bombay Customs. Two days later Spur", a snow slab broke off a few feet above reached was 25,500ft. Knee-deep powder and 
Dyhrenfurth and Spohel went beyond Camp I, Senn, who was able to jump on to safe ground. breakable crust were the main problem. We'll 
traversed along the lower edge of a huge crevasse Spohel managed to stay clear; only Pemba was have to place a fifth camp on top of the Lhotse 
towards a point close to where the glacier meets caught in the avalanche, butluckily he was held by Glacier. 
the hanging ice from Everest's western shoulder his two sahibs. During the next four days the men were 
and discovered a narrow passage. The way to the The next day Senn, Spohel and several Sherpas imprisoned in their tents while a violent snow-
Western Cwm lay open. were to pitch Camp 4 on the upperrnostterraces of storm raged day and night. When the storm let up 

On September 22 Erwin Schneider and Dr the Lhotse Glacier. At 4.0 pm the Sherpas slightly on October 14, Senn, Spohel and four 
Bruno Spirig managed to ski down the icefall, returned to Camp 3 with a message from Senn to Sherpas moved up to establish Camp 5 at about 
taking their skis off only twice for short stretches. the leader: "We reached Camp 4 by 3 o'clock - 25,000ft. 
Unlike the much-publicised Japanese ski run of without an ounce of oxygen. The route is good, October 15: The night is moderately calm. At 
1970, this accomplishment, in many ways more particularly in the morning when everything is 9.0 am I talk with Fred Beckey at Camp 2, who 
difficult, went unnoticed as far as the general frozen. I broke trail all the way, although Spohel is observing the summit team's progress: 
public was concerned. But then those were the offered repeatedly to take his turn. The snow is "Senn is ahead, sixty feet behind him Spohel, 
"pre-media" days. partly powder and partly breakable crust, always then the two Sherpas." 10 am: "They have 

Camp2 (21,500feet)stoodwheretheSwissand up to the knees." halted just above the Yellow Band, as if they 
British had placed their Camp 4, and once again it When Dyhrenfurth joined the others at Camp were looking for something." 11 am: "Only one 
served as Advance Base. Even during the first 4, he was disappointed to discover that it was not of them continues climbing the others are still 
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at the same spot." 12 noon: "Senn is still 
climbing, the others are coming down." 
Beyond the yellow Band they had looked for the 

eight oxygen bottles deposited there on October 
IO, but found no trace of them. Senn couldn't bear 
the thought of another failure and decided to try 
for it alone. Spi:ihel gave his his remaining unused 
bottle, raising Senn 's total to three. But snow 
conditions were very bad, and his own physical 
condition had suffered from the hardships of the 
past several days. 

Near the entrance to the narrow Lhotse 
Couloir, at about 26,600 feet, his oxygen set 
(Drager) ceased to function. He pulled off his 
mask to get enough air, but by then he was 
thoroughly done in and had to give up. He 
retreated to Camp 5, where he remained in readi
ness for a third summit push. 

The following days were terrible. During the 
night of October 16 the storm rose to new heights. 
It was a miracle that the tents were still standing. 
By then all contact with Camp 5 had ceased, and 
Senn was running out of supplies. Also Spi:ihel, 
Oyrenfurth and the four Sherpas at Camp 4 had 
very little left. What had happened to the weeks of 
good weather which usually follow the monsoon? 

October 19: Spirig tells me over the radio that 
three Sherpas are on their way up to relieve our 
acute supply problem. Although the storm con
tinues unabated, Spi:ihel and seven Sherpas get 
ready to carry oxygen, a two-man tent and other 
gear to Camp 5. Nobody is very eager to go, 
but it'll have to be done. 
Around 1 pm I hear the crunching of crampons. 
It is Ernst, who after five lonely, storm-swept 
nights at Camp 5 has come down at last. He is 
utterly spent, physically and mentally. Not 
many could have stood it that long up there! 
Now my tent, though shaken by the storm and 
hardly a place of comfort, means security to 
him, another human being, a friend with whom 
he can talk. Suddenly even he, the man of iron. 
can't hold back the tears, tears of emotion and 
sudden relief. 
While I prepare hot lemonade, he recovers and 
starts talking: After four lonely nights at Camp 
5 he tried to fight his way down to us, but the 
storm made it impossible for him to even leave 
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his tent. This morning one side ofit was torn 
open, leaving him no choice. In this terrible 
situation he had to gather his things together, 
fasten crampons and battle his way through 
the raging elements. Once a sudden gust of 
wind swept him off his feet and deposited 
him some 50ft further down the slope, shaken 
but unharmed. 
Later that afternoon Spi:ihel and the Sherpas 
return, having taken their loads to Camp 5. We 
three huddle together in my tent. Tomorrow 
we'll have to go down. 
October 20: The night was frightful. Toward 
noon we are ready to leave. It takes a long time 
to gather everything together. Vision is nil, the 
route hard to find. The storm threatens to throw 
us off. Every few yards we wait for the Sherpas, 
getting chilled to the bone. 
Suddenly Chotari, who is in the middle of the 
Sherpa rope, falls headfirst and shoots down 
the slope. Last man Chowang is pulled off his 
feet and hurtles after Chotari. Phu Dorje 
(known as "South Col Phu Dorje" to many; he 
died in the Khumbu Icefall during the 1969 
Fall Reconnaissance of the Japanese Ski 
Expedition) jams in his ice-axe and wraps the 
rope around it. The pull of the two bodies hits 
him, but he can take it. A good man! 
Spi:ihel and I rush across to Chotari, who lies 
face down buried under his huge load. We 
manage to set him on his feet again, but it takes 
him a while to get over the shock. Also Chow
ang (who died in an avalanche with Claude 
Kogan in 1959 on the all-women expedition to 
Cho Oyu) is unharmed. 
We discuss our situation. The safety of Advance 
Base would be heaven, but the avalanche 
danger, were we to continue, is far too great. Up 
we go, despite storm, heavy rucksacks and the 
sullen resistance of the Sherpas. BackatCamp4 
I am barely able to get off my crampons. Our 
situation is very serious. 
The next day they did manage to reach Advance 

Base, groggy but glad to be alive. At Camp 3 they 
had met Fred Beckey and Bruno Spirig who were 
scheduled to move up to 4 that day but had 
decided to wait another 24 hours. 

On October 22 Beckey, Spirig and five Sherpas 

went up to Camp 5, on one of the few almost 
windless days. What a day forasummittry! Three 
Sherpas went back to Camp 3 that afternoon. On 
the 23rd there was no activity at or above Camp 5, 
only huge billows of snow blowing across the 
Lhotse Face. Beckey told Dyhrenfurth over the 
radio that the night had been very bad, and that 
there could be no thought of a summit attempt 
that day. Meanwhile George Bell and Dick 
McGowan went up to Camp 4 with Lakpa Sona 
and Kan cha, to act in support of the others, and to 
take over as third summit team if necessary. 

October 24: Again I talk to Beckey at 9 am. The 
storm is of such violence that neither he nor 
Spirig could sleep at all. They are demoralised 
and exhausted. Spirig does not believe it pos
sible to change oxygen bottles in this cold. With 
the Draeger sets we had to use, one gets only 
1 ½ hours of oxygen per bottle, which means 
four and a half hours for each three-bottle set. 
The decision comes hard, but I must tell them 
to give up the Lhotse Face and evacuate all 
camps. 

Shortly before I pm I notice eight men on their 
way down, four from Camp 5 and another four 
from Camp 4, but all tents are still up! Sud
denly one of the black dots below Camp 5 is 
missing. One of the remaining three is rapidly 
moving down the slope to catch up with the 
other two, obviously Pemba and Chowang. 
They deposit their loads below Camp 4 and 
hurry back up, followed slowly by the sahib 
who appears to be very tired. Halfway between 
4 and 5 the missing fourth reappears and is 
brought down by the two Sherpas. At Camp 4 
the obviously sick man is placed inside my old 
tent. 

What could have happened? What concerns us 
most of all is the fact that the other sahib and 
the two Sherpas leave the sick man alone up 
there and move down to Camp 3. We are un
able to find a likely explanation. 
Later that afternoon Bell and McGowan arrive 
with their Sherpas. One bad night at Camp 4 
had taken its toll, they seem quite exhausted. 
Early that morning the Sherpa tent was ripped 
wide open, and poor Kancha and Lkpa Sona 



Left: North Ridgea ndCou/oirseen.fi-omSouth Col. Photo: Swiss Everest Expedition 1952. Above: Lhotse South Face seen from the lmja Basin. Main 
summir on left, LhorseSharon right. Tyrolean Spur is near the line of join of the montage. Photo: Dyhrenfurrh. 

were buried under a huge snowdrift. George 
and Dick tried to persuade them to follow them 
up to Camp 5 to help with the evacuation, but 
they refused to go anywhere but down. 
At last I get Beckey over the radio at Camp 3. 
He reports that Spirig had a complete collapse, 
combined with snow blindness, which con
vinced Beckey of the need for help from the two 
Sherpas. I reproach him for having left Spirig 
All alone up there, without sleeping-bag or air 
mattress' None ofus can understand this. Now 
it is too late to attempt a rescue today. We 
spend a worried and sleepness night. 
The next morning we take all available Sherpas 
with us. By 8.30 we reach Camp 3. Senn and 
some Sherpas start up the Lhotse Face; I follow 
with Ang Dawa and Beckey. All oxygen sets are 
at Camp 5, we have to do without them. The 
storm rages with unabated fury, but the sense 
of urgency gives us strength, and we reach 
Camp 4 in one and a half hours. Senn did it in 
one hour and ten minutes! 
The camp presents a desolate picture, torn tents 
half buried under huge snow drifts, but what 
is most important is that through the howling 
of the wind I hear Bruno's voice answering my 
call. Ernst is inside the tent. 
Bruno can hardly see; he has bandaged his 
eyes. He has lived through a terribly cold and 
lonely night, but thank God there seem to be 
no serious after-effects. As quickly as possible 
we prepare for the descent; everything tharcan 
be salvaged is distributed among the Sherpas. 
Beckey goes ahead, leading Spirig over the 
steep pitches. Senn follows immediately be
hind holding back on a very short rope, and I 
go last as anchor-man. After a very slow descent 
with many stops we reach Camp 3. Here we 
fashion a toboggan out of a pair of skis and an 
air mattress. With the help of our Sherpas we 
get the sick man to Camp 2 before the dark
ness. It was a hard day, but everything turned 
out well. 

This article has quoted extensively from 
Dyhrenfurth's account in the American Alpine 
Journal of 1956, since little is known about this 
first serious attempt on the world's fourth-highest 
mountain. It may seem odd that The Mountain 

World, that excellent series of books published by 
the Swiss Foundation for Alpine Research, 
should have failed to report the results of the 
International Himalayan Expedition ofl955, but 
the late Othmar Gurtner's preface to that year's 
issue does shed some light on the matter: 

Seen from the standpoint of the "historic" 
expeditions, the post-Everest era, which would 
scarecly seem to have begun along the right 
lines,assumes theaspectofa "throng before the 
crib". Mutual toleration within a tradition
bound community has given place to a free-for
all, wherein men seek to pick the laurels from 
the trees which others thought to have planted 
for themselves. 
It seems that the organiser and sponsor of the 

two Swiss Everest attempts in 1952 had been 
desirous of reserving the entire Khum bu region 
for further projects during 1954 and 1955. The 
Cho Oyu expeditions of Dr. Herbert Tichy and 
Raymond Lambert, the Daily Mai/yeti search of 
the same year and IHE 1955 stood accused of 
seeking to "pick the laurel from the trees which 
others thought to have planted for themselves." 

In 1956, an expedition to Everest and Lhotse 
was very carefully prepared by the Swiss 
Foundation for Alpine Research. Albert Eggler, 
an attorney in Berne, was the leader of the party 
made upofthefollowing: Wolgang Diehl (Berne), 
Hans Grimm (Wadenswil), Hansrudolf von 
Guntern (Berne), Eduard Leuthold (Zurich), 
Fritz Luchsinger (Thun), Ji.irg Marmet (Zurich), 
Fritz MUiler (Zurich), Erst Reiss (Interlaken) 
and Ernst Schmied (Berne). 

Base Camp was established on April 7. 
Advanced base in the Western Cwm at about 
21,000ft was numbered camp 3 this time. On May 
I, camp 4 stood on the lower terrace of the Lhotse 
Glacier, and a site for camp 5 (24,300ft) was 
marked on a terrace below the Yellow Band. At 
this point a traverse was made, secured by hand
lines, to the lower station of a rope winch on the 
Lhotse Face. The upper station near camp 6a was 
situated below the crest of the Geneva Spur. 

Thewinchwastohave been working by May 10, 
but it began to snow hard, and Camps 4 and 5 had 
to beevacuated. ltcleared on May 14,and the track 
was remade up to Camp 6a and beyond as far as 
the shoulderofthe Geneva Spur(26,3 l Oft). Camp 

6a was occupied on May 17 by Reiss and Luch
singer, camp 5 by Reiss and von Gunten, camp 4 
by Eggler and Schmied, while the rest of the party 
remained at camp 3. 

After a very cold night ( -25C at camp 5), Ernst 
Reiss and Fritz Luchsinger started off for an 
attempt on Lhotse on May 18, following a fault 
they traversed across to the Lhotse couloir. This 
great gully, which represents the only feasible 
route, is for 1, 700ft of its length considerably 
steeper than the Marinelli Couloir on the East 
Face of Monte Rosa, and offers a reasonable 
chance only when the snow is hard and in good 
condition. By about midday they had reached the 
crux of the climb, a rock barrier which interrupts 
the sweep of the couloir, and here they used two 
pitons. 

They reached the summit of Lhotse six hours 
after leaving camp. There was no room to sit down 
on this savage peak, and their rucksacks had to be 
suspended from two rammed-in axes. Great care 
had to be exercised in taking photographs. The 
view of the serrated ridge of Lhotse and of Everest 
beyond was of extraordinary beauty. The wind 
was getting up, their hands and feetlostall feeling 
and their oxygen had given out. It was time to go 
down. 

The exposure of the summit slope and the 
steepness of the couloir were impressive. They 
descended with extreme caution, moving only 
one at a time with careful attention to belays. At 
the end of an hour they arrived above the narrow
est part of the gully, where they suspended 130ftof 
line from a piton, using it as a fixed rope. Things 
gradually became easier, the couloir was behind 
them, and they soon reached Camp 6a by means 
of the great traverse. They got to the single tent at 
6.15 pm, tired but in good spirits. They found the 
tent buried under powder snow, which they had to 
clear away before they could crawl into their 
sleeping-bags. 

Theirs was the first impressive ascent of a very 
well organised, efficiently led expedition which 
managed to place two teams on Everest as well. An 
outstanding success which has not been equalled 
by any subsequent expedition! 

With Lhotse climbed, the race for the top of the 
world by many nations was resumed. For a 
number of years Everest's closest big neighbour 
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served as a mere backdrop to the ambitions of the 
multitudes. 

Lhotse Shar(8398m; 27,553ft) was the goal ofa 
strong I 965 Japanese expedition under H 
Yoshikawa. The South Ridge rises from the 
18,700ft saddle to the north of Island Peak and 
leads up to the South East Ridge. The route is safe 
from avalanches, but quite difficult. The 
following camps were established: Camp I 
(19,000ft), Camp 2 (20,670ft), Camp 3 (21 , 700ft), 
Camp 4 (23,000ft). 

T Narukawa's 200ft fall on April 18, though 
held by his companion, seriously affected the 
entire undertaking. After getting the injured and 
frostbitten man off the mountain and back to 
Kathmandu, the team of Matsuura-lguchi left 
camp 5 (24,000ft) on May 15 in a determined bid 
for the top. At about 26,300ft they had to give up; 
the technical difficulties at this point were too 
much for them. 

In 1970, the challenge of Lhotse Sharwas taken 
up by the "Karwendler", a Tyrolean group 
affiliated with Innsbruck branch of the Austrian 
Alpine Club. The team of seven was led by Sieg
fried Aeberli , and the expedition's nine Sherpa's 
were headed by Sirdar Urkien. 

With Base Camp at 17, 125ft on the western 
moraine of the Lhotse Glacier, high camps were 
caves in the ice: camp I at 19, 700ft, 2 at 22,000ft, 3 
at 23,300ft beyond the so-called "roor', A 
continuous line of fixed ropes safeguarded the 
route. As far as the 23,000ft level the Austrians 
came across traces of the Japanese 1965 attempt -
candles, pieces of rope, fuel and even oxygen. On 
May 12 RolfWalterand Sepp Mayer! started from 
Camp 4 (25,000ft) and headed toward the top. 

Moving up the wide snow slopes of the south
eastern precipice for three hours, they reached a 
pillar of the ridge at about 26,400ft separated from 
the summit wall by a broad gulch which was 
broken up into several gullies. A heavily-corniced 
ridge was the only way to go. 

The time had come to make use of the oxygen 
sets. The careful "balancing act" across 
progressed at a good rate of speed; snow 
conditions up there were good. For the rock 
pitches of the summit wall the men turned up their 
rate of flow from three to four litres per minute. 
They battled their way up to the final ridge, then a 
horizontal, knife-edged section, interspersed with 
a series of small cornices. At 12.30 p.m. they were 
there. 

The summit was dramatically small; they took 
photographs straddling the crest a cheval. The 
serrated ridge which leads towards the Main 
Summit was swallowed up by dense fog. Empty 
oxygen-bottles were exchanged for fresh ones - a 
welcome weight saving - and the descent began. 
Orientation in zerovisibilitywasdifficult, but they 
managed to find the tent of their assault camp, 
where they were greeted with joy by their friends -
who revived their spirits with hot tea. Then Walter 
and Mayer! continued their descent as far as camp 
3. 

Walter Larcher and Sirdar Urkien attempted a 
second ascent the next day, but oxygen failure 
made them give up at about 26,600ft. 

Lhotse Shar was again attempted in 1971 by an 
expedition from South Korea under Park 
Shulam. Their route followed a line somewhat 
east of the Austrian ascent. Camp 4, their highest, 
stood at about 23,600ft. On May 13 Choi Soon 
Nanam and Sherpa Sange reached the 26,000ft 
level before their strength gave out. Bad weather 
and serious illness of one of the members -
cerebral oedema - caused the expedition's failure. 

In I 973 the stupendous South Face of Lhotse 
was attempted by thirteen men of the Japanese 
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Kanegawa Expedition under Ryochei Uchida. 
This mountain wall of more than 11 ,000ft - much 
of its near-vertical and parts of it overhanging -
literally defies description. The highest point 
reached by two Japanese climbers was about 
24,000ft, the site selected for camp 4. 

A winter attempt on Lhotse was made in 1974 
by a Polish team of 15 men and one women, led by 
Andrzej Zawada ; the route chosen was that of the 
original ascent. Permission had been secured for 
both Everest and Lhotse, and plans called for a 
stay in the Western Cwm through February of 
1975. This project had to be abandoned when the 
visas issued ran out at the end of December. 

Despite intense cold and heavy storms, the 
attempt on Lhotse came very close to success. 
After a height of 27,000ft was reached, severe 
conditions and lack of time forced a withdrawal. 
One member, Stanislow Latallow, died of 
exposure on December 17 while descending from 
Camp 3 in a raging storm. 

In 1975 famous veteren climber Riccardo 
Cassin led a very strong Italian expedition to the 
South Face, including such stars as Reinhold 
Messner, Alessandro Gogna, Robert Sorgato, 
Ignazio Piussi and Gig Alippi. They soon realised 
that a direct route up that positively frightening 
face was too dangerous and perhaps impossible, if 
such a word may be permitted in our times. 
Instead, they turned to the obvious slanting spur 
to the left which leads towards the Nuptse-Lhotse 
Ridge. From there a very long and exposed ridge
climb might lead to the South Shoulder and the 
Main Summit of Lhotse. 

They managed to secure a fairly feasible route 
up to 24,300ft, not far from the crest of the ridge, 
when avalanches destroyed their Base Camp as 
well as Camp 3, injuring four Sherpas. 
Continuing avalanche danger and heavy snowfall 
prompted the huge expedition to call it a day. 

A year later, Kanji Makei led a Japanese team 
which attempted a route similar to the Italian line, 
ending on the West Ridge which leads from 
Nuptse to Lhotse. After three camps had been 
pitched and a ht,ight of 25,600ft gained, further 
progress was prevented by heavy snowfall and 
avalanches. 

It was in 1977 that Dr Gerhard Schmatz led a 
predominantly German expedition along the 
Western Cwm route to the summit of Lhotse, the 
first and so far only successful repeat of the Swiss 
ascent of 1956. Hermann Warth (Germany), 
Johann von Kline! (Switzerland) and Sirdar 
Urkien (Nepal) reached the top on May 8. Fritz 
Zintl, GUnter Sturm and Peter Vogler, all from 
Germany, followed a day later. 

Leader Gerhard Schmatz, the brothers Sebas
tian and Peter Wbrgbtter (Austria) and Michael 
Dacher(Germany)moved up to camp 5 on May 9. 
After a stormy night they were about to descend to 
a lower camp, when the clouds lifted. Meanwhile 
Max Lutz, a student from Germany, had moved 
up after the expedition's leaders had invited him 
to join the third assault team. 

Toward IO am - while Lutz made repairs on 
some of the oxygen sets - Michael Dacher headed 
for the top, without oxygen. Sebastian ("Wast!") 
and Peter Wbrgbtter followed shortly thereafter. 
The former, at 39 the older of the two brothers, 
soon overtook Dacher and reached the top by 2 
pm, ahead of Peter and Dacher. He waited for 
Lutz, who joined him on top around 4 pm. 

The others had gone down earlier. After half an 
hour's rest they too headed down, with Sebastian 
moving ahead. For reasons of time they did not 
rope up, as had none of the others. This seems 
somewhat risky when one considers that such 
excellent climbers as Ernst Reiss and Fritz Luch-

singer had belayed each other very carefully all the 
way up and down again during their 1956 ascent. 
The gully lies at about 50 degrees and is rather 
exposed. 

After half an hour's descent Wast! looked back 
and noticed Lutz some distance above him, 
leaningagainsta rock and resting. Since both men 
wore their masks, they communicated by sign 
language. Max indicated to Wast! that everything 
was OK, and that he would follow shortly. 

At Camp 5 they waited for Max Lutz in vain. 
Soon it was dark, and from below nothing could 
be seen in the Lhotse Couloir. Taking care of the 
totally exhausted Michael Dacher, the Wbrgbtters 
repeatedly called out to Lutz, but there was no 
reply. The next morning a groupofSherpas under 
way to Camp 5 found bits ofLutz's clothing. His 
body was found in the bergschrund near the foot 
of the Lhotse Face, some 6,000 feet below the 
summit. Once again tragedy had marred a highly 
successful undertaking. 

For l 979, Erich Vanis from Vienna is leading a 
seven-man team for another try at Lhotse by the 
traditional route. This expedition is being 
organized by the Austrian Himalayan Society, 
with Austria 's chancellor Dr Bruno Kreisky as its 
patron. 

Among the members will be Wolfgang Axt, 
who went to Everest with Dyhrenfurth in 1971 , 
and Hanns Schell, well-known for his ascents of 
Hidden Peak and Nanga Parbat. 

That such a well-known route should be the 
choice of an obviously strong group does seem 
surprising, but Axt - in a telephone conversation 
with the author - expressed an interest in the 
North Ridge with its impressive three rock-towers 
between the South Col and the Main Summit. 

After a year of superlatives - Everest without 
oxygen, Nanga Parbat "solo", Left Pillar of 
Dhaulagiri South Face and the same peak's South 
East (French) Ridge, to name but a few - a third 
ascent by the original "couloir" route of the Swiss 
may be good for some flag-waving and national 
pride, but cannot fail to elicit a feeling of deja vu 
within the mountaineering fraternity. 
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 
Louis F Reichardt's name was unintentionally 

omitted from those who reached the summit of 
Dhaulagiri on the 1973 American expedition 
(Mountain 63). 

In the same article the first paragraph in column 
2, pages 34, should have read: "On March 29 Max 
Eiselin , Kurt Diemberger and Ernst Forrer went 
in on the first flight to the mountain. They hoped 
to land on the col and establish the first camp 
there. " 

In the Dyhrenfurth article on Makalu 
(Mountain 64), our page 47 caption wrongly 
identified the South-East Summitas "Makalu II". 



PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

Officialy arranged climbing 
exchange visits have an air 
about them of over
organisation in the same way 
that Eastern European 
countrie's habit of giving 
'Master of Sport' titles has. 
Add to that the fact that the 
BMC had advertised in French 
climbing magazines that this 
exchange was only for the 
very best ice climbers and that 
only those with an established 
reputation need apply - or 
perhaps those conditions 
were invented in France - but 
add the notion of a 'first team 
fixture' anyway and you get 
overt competition and elitism 
at their worst. It happened; 
but it was fun and revealing. 
The BMC and SMC were hosts 
to six French ice climbers this 
winter in Scotland. I've no 
doubt that 'informed French 
climbing circles', or whatever, 
will be arguing as to whether 
they could have sent six 
stronger climbers. A few out 
of joint noses (pinced nez?) 

may feel they could have done 
better but the six that came 
climbed at the highest 
standards without too much 
apparent trouble. Their only 
complaints seemed to 
concern the long walks and 
the culture shock of porridge 
for breakfast at 5.00 am: both 
of which bring tears to British 
eyes. 
On Meagaidh in two days they 
managed Last Post, South 
Post (both of these _two by the 
direct ice-pitch starts, big this 
year) and Smith's Gully (the 
pair from the Pyrenees 
managing this in 45 minutes 
on the same day that a strong 
English party following were 
repulsed by the thin ice). On 
Ben Nevis they contented 
themselves, in view of poor 
ice conditions and much 
snow, with a six man ascent of 
Point Five in less than two 
hours. On Lochnagar tl-ley 
managed Eagle Ridge/Grovel 
Wall, Parallel Buttress Direct, 
Pinnacle Face, a new route in
volving Winter Face and 

Left to right: Dominique Julien, Gilles Rotillon, Nick Donnelly, 
Renier Munsch, Jean Franck Char/et, Rene Ghilini, Alex 
MacIntyre, Jean Marc Boivin, Brian Hall. Photo: Roger Durban. 

Grovel Wall, Shallow Gully, 
and Eagle Ridge and Parallel 
Gully B in the same day. 
(Hurrah for St George, Alex 
MacIntyre was half the team 
for that with Rene Ghilini) A 
side trip to Creag an Dubh 
Loch gave ascents of Laby
rinth and Labyrinth Edge. 
Scottish murmurs of 'they're 
not hard climbs, they ought to 
have tried some of the 
buttresses' don't really come 
into it. What was amazing was 
the style and speed of the 
ascents. It was obvious that 
being used to alpine scale 
climbs they would be fit. They 
certainly flew up to Meagaidh 
in an hour two days running, 
but significantly rejected a 
third day because the walk 
was 'too many kilometres' . It 
wasn't just alpine fitness. That 
obviously had a part to play in 
the times mentioned already 

for Smith's and Point Five. The 
character who led the first 
150ft run out of Last Post 
whilst a British climber at the 
foot put on crampons (five 
minutes, ten at the outside) 
wasn't just fit, he was good 
too. (He didn't seem to look 
up for his placements; in that 
time he can't have done 
really!) Not just good at poor 
ice either : all the visitors 
showed experience in techni
cal mixed climbing and the 
finer arts of close quarters 
gully trickery. It can't have 
been often that the major 
grade fives on Lochnagar 
have all been climbed on the 
same day, certainly not the 
buttress routes with such 
poorly consolidated snow. 
Gear maybe? Well, they 
sported the new Simond 
Chacal (rumour had it that 
Simond gave them all one) a 
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weapon which impressed on
lookers. But that wasn't all the 
story: six inch nails in a bit of 
wood would have been 
enough ice climbing gear -
well, not really. What it really 
proved was that the top 
climbers of any country are 
not wildly worse or better than 
the top climbers of any other. 
Charlet, Welzenbach and Co 
were a long time ago in the 
Alps. Boivin, one of the the 
guests, and Gabarrou don't 
get up their modern ice climbs 
by step cutting with long axes 
- equipment and technique 
are international, what's up 
for examination is the human 
behind it. 
The French were very human. 
They delighted in the irony of 
Jean-Franck Charlet having to 
pay an astute Scots shop
keeper full price for a Chacal 
made 'by the opposition' 
whilst the other French 
climbers refused to pit in their 
English to help the deal. But 
they really laughed like drains 
when the National Officer of 
the BMC got served a special 
Scottish delicacy for a sweet 
in a restaurant and it turned 
out to be ice cream, sage and 
onion stuffing and porridge -
mostly the latter. Their ap
pearance was·deceptive too. 
The natty gear - guide's pull
overs (with the stripe), 
padded salopette's, ski
jackets - were put in pers
pective by the two Pyreneans, 
Dominique Julien and Renier 
Munsch. They got into all 
kinds of trouble unzipping 
their padded salopettes in the 
pub because they were too 
hot and they had brought no 
other trousers. (Smiles from 
the British in wet jeans). They 
had a communal whine when 
the electricity went off in their 
chalet; but went happily out 
for a meal that night without a 
wash . (Smiles from washed 
but scruffy British). They also 
took the rise out of each 
other, British style - "Why are 
you talking French to him? 
(Pyrenean Dominique Julien) 
He can't speak it either." In 
fact the four based on 
Chamonix didn't know the 
other two at all and were a one 
off combination themselves. 
There was clearly as much 
sizing up of one another as of 
the hosts. 
They probably never got the 
full measure of the friendly 
rivalry between the Scots and 
the English climbers in the 
host party. It would also be 
good to know what they made 
of the non-competitively com
petitive Alex MacIntyre; Brian 
Hall and his use of the walk up 
to sober up from the night 
before, Patey style; or the 
enigmatically unemployed 
Nick Donnelly appearing 
wherever there's climbing to 
be done. 
The most obviously ebullient 
was Rene Ghilini. His exploits 
include hang gliding down 
Huascaran and during the visit 
it was he and Alex MacIntyre 
who did Eage Ridge and 

44 

Above: Rotillon, Boivin and 
Julien (top to bottom) on Point 
Five. The other three are already 
out of sight above. Below: Alex 
MacIntyre leading and Rene 
Ghilini belayed on Eagle Ridge, 
Lochnagar. Later in the day they 
climbed Parallel 8. Photo: Roger 
Durban. 

Parallel Bin a day. He's some 
sort of a 'developer' for 
Simond and he vehemently 
'sold' his Chacal to everyone. 
It was he who convinced 
Charlet to buy one and he 
seemed to have gone home to 
France with shipping orders 
for them to be sent to various 
collecting points in Scotland. 
Jean Marc Boivin and Jean 
Franck Charlet both had the 
tanned appearance to be 
expected from Chamonix 
guides. Quieter than Rene, 
they were as strong climbers, 
hardly surprising as they both 
have much alpine experience. 
The two Pyreneans have been 
responsible for the routes in 
the Cirque de Gavarnie in 
winter, (1,500ft vertical water
falls menaced by avalanches) 
and seemed the most easy 
going for all that. The last 
member was the organiser, 
Gilles Rotillon, from near Fon
tainbleau. The only one not a 
full time guide or aspirant,he 
was still a very fine climber 
and far and away the quietest 
of the team. 
As a group their salient 
characteristic was their 
enthusiasm - for the holiday, 
the experience and the 
climbing. They climbed 
enthusiastically for three days 
in order to have 'le shopping' 
in Fort William. Hardly 
surprising for a group used to 
their own alpine weather 
problems, they admitted · 
defeat from the Scots weather 
and stopped the affair a day 
and a half early when it 
started to rain . Their dedica
tion to climbing obviously 
stopped short of complete 
fantaticism. It was this that 
prevented the exchange being 
ruined by any over 
competition or blind chasing 
of desperate problems to 
prove superiority - though 
Brian Sprunt may have some
thing to say about Boivin's 
bare rock and iceless groove 
pitch on Winter Face, 
Lochnagar, after having to 
follow it. The only really valid 
criticism might be that 
because so few of them were 
invited and so few people 
could get involved in climbing 
with them the experience 
couldn't have been available 
to more. 
Conclusions? Don't go lurch
ing up modern alpine ice 
climbs on the grounds that 
they can't be as hard as a 
'Scottish gully in winter'. On 
this showing not just some, 
but a lot, of them over there 
can climb. And if you can't do 
it they'll be taking the mick 
just as hard as your mates: 
smile though, it's only a game, 
isn't it? 
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OBITUARY 
H.WTilman 
Shipton the previous year, 
and now Tilman. They were 
friends, in a distant, 
gentlemanly sort of way, and 
they were two men whose 
modus vivendi stood out as 
example or last gesture to our 
age. Shipton died at home of 
liver cancer, and Tilman has 
perished somewhere down in 
the South Atlantic in a season 
of storms, along with ship and 
crew. 
It seems incomprehensible to 
think that he will not be 
coming back, wiry, turning up 
with the ironic smile on his old 
face just when we least expect 
him, to collect his old dogs 
from their kennels and return 
to his Barmouth home. And 
then settling into another 
winter of his routine: one or 
two lectures, gardening, walks 
up Cader Idris on crowd less 
days, sitting in his study 
laboriously writing up the 
fifteenth or sixteenth volume 
of his memoirs. 
He was captaining a 
converted tugboat on its way 
to land a climbing party on 
Smith Island, in the Antarctic; 
he would have been eighty 
this year. 

Harold William Tilman was 
born in Wallasey in 1 898. He 
was eduqited at public 
school, and on the outbreak of 
the Great War went to the 
Artillery Section of the Royal 
Military Academy, then at 
Woolwich. He was commis
sioned in 1 91 5 and spent 
three years as a subaltern on 
the Western Front, during 
which time he was awarded 
the Military Cross and bar. 
After the war he spent 14 
years as a coffee planter in 
British East Africa. He began 
mountaineering, with his 
sister, in the English Lake Dis
trict, whilst on a trip home in 
the late 1920s. 
In 1 930 he met Eric Shipton, 
a fellow-planter, and the two 
made several climbing trips 
together in Africa. Most 
notable amongst these was 
the first ascent of the West 
Ridge of Mount Kenya. 
(3,000ft, V) This was done as 
part of a complete traverse of 
the mountain, starting and 
finishing at Shipton's Cave -
much lower than is normal 
nowadays. Its accomplish
ment by two relatively inex
perienced climbers, its then 
remote setting, and the icy 
conditions they encountered 
on the rocks, amount to 
something of a magnitude 
comparable to the greatest 
achievements in the Alps at 

that time. 
In 1934, having given up 
planting and made his famous 
solo crossing of Africa by bi
cycle, Tilman joined up with 
Shipton on the great light
weight reconnaissance into 
the Nanda Devi basin. The fol
lowing year they were to
gether again on the Everest 
Reconnaissance, on which 26 
peaks were climbed in 60 
days. Perhaps 1936 was the 
peak of Tilman's 
mountaineering career, with 
the expedition to Nanda Devi, 
the summit of which he 
reached with Odell. At 
25,645ft, it was the highest 
summit then climbed by man. 
Tilman led the Everest 
expedition of 1938, which 
failed because of bad weather 
at 27,200ft - a height to 
which Tilman climbed without 
the use of oxygen. 
In the Second World War he 
served in France, the Middle 
East, Tunisia, and the Western 
Desert. He was parachuted 
behind enemy lines to 
organise resistance groups in 
Albania and Italy. The men 
who served with him at this 
time attest to his qualities of 
resourcefulness and leader
ship. He was awarded the Dis
tinguished Service Order, 
made a Freeman of the City of 
Belluno, and finished the war 
as a Major. After the war he 
served as British Consul in 
Maymo, Burma. 

From 1947 to 1953 he was 
almost continually travelling 
in and around the Himalayas, 
but their increasingly crowded 
nature disagreed with him, 
and from 1 954 onwards his 
major preoccupation became 
ocean voyaging to mount
ainous destinations in small 
boats. His boats were all 
Bristol Channel pilot cutters of 
considerable antiquity; the 
youngest of the three he 
owned dated from 1 902. He 
sailed them, usually with 
scratch crews, often troubled 
by mutiny, across every ocean 
of the world . 
His achievements in this 
period include the first ethical 
crossing (in fact a double 
crossing) of the Patagonian 
ice-cap, ascents of unclimbed 
peaks in the Antarctic, and a 
circumnavigation of Spitz
bergen. His sustained record 
of sea travel in absurdly un
sophisticated craft among 
inhospitable waters, through 
nearly a quarter of a century, 
is unequalled in our time. 
One feels of him, as of Tenny
son's Ulysses, that he found a 
fitting death. In one of the last 
conversations I had with him, 
he confessed that he felt him
self now to be getting feeble, 
and ill able to meet the 
mounting costs of his 
voyagings. 
I have met few men of any age 
with so alert a mind as his. 
When at home he would 

complete The Times cross
word each day in minutes; he 
could quote at length from 
classical authors, and from 
Dr. Johnson, who was his 
great exemplar. Though he 
had a reputation for almost 
ruthless austerity in his 
journeyings (one of his crew 
members is supposed to have 
received the admonishment: 
"Good God, man! Sugar and 
milk on your cornflakes!"), in 
social contacts he was a 
kindly and humerous man -
witty, slightly built, erect. 
His travel writings seem to me 
unequivocally the greatest of 
their genre this century. He 
published 14 books, each 
written in a delightfully ellipti
cal and erudite style . There is 
a sense of epitome about 
them, of the human comedy 
and natural majesty, such as 
few other mountaineering or 
travel writers have ever 
attained. His books should 
become recognised as 
classics of their kind. 
In his presence one could not 
avoid the recognition that he 
was a great man. His life's 
achievement stands as 
example to us. 
He was something of a 
misogynist, although 
courteous, and he enjoyed the 
company of dogs. 
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Tents for Mountain 
Moor and Meadow 

There are nine models in our range of lightweight 
tents - offering various combinations of 

accommodation / storage space/ headroom. 
With most models, the flysheet can be pitched first 

in adverse weather so that the inner tent 
can be erected, and gear stored in the dry. 

Base-Packer - Sleeps 2 (illustrated) 
Double bell-end tent, fo r the backpacker who needs ext ra 
space. (W eight : 5 lbs. 5 oz. - 2.42 kg.) 

ROBERT SAUNDERS (Chigwell) LIMITED, 
Five Oaks Road, CHIGWELL, Essex, England. 

(Send for catalogue enclosing 9p.stamp for postage) 

~ 
UNTAIN 

AVEL ~:.ru.,GED ..,,,. 
UNUSUAL EXPEDITIONS FOR 
SMALL GROUPS OF EXPLQJtERS 
Inquire about our Trans St. Elias adventure 
this June a crossing of the St. Elias Range on 
skiis and on fool from the Gulf of Alaska lo 
Kluane Lake in the Yukon ... a classic Alaskan 
adventure. 
Or the Cordillera Vilcanota Expedition in 
July-21 days of high altitude exploration and 
climbing in one of the least known regions of the 
Peruvian Andes . 
For 1980: the Hispar Biafo Expedition in 
Pakistan ... a 30-day glacier trek across rugged 
Karakorum glaciers with a chance for explora
tion and first ascents from the remote Snow Lake 
region al 16,000 feet. 
Write for our 64-page illustrated catalog describ
ing all our expeditions & outings for 1979 
(include $1 for postage). 
In U.S.A. Mountain Travel 1398-MT Solano Ave. 
Albany, Ca. 94706 
(4 15) 527-8100 
In U.I[.: Twickenham Travel 
22 Church Street 
Twickenham TW 1 3NW, England 
In Canada: Mountain Travel Canada 
737 Burley Dnve 
West Vancouver B.C. V7T I 27 
In Australia• N- Zealand: Ausvenlure Holidays 
P 0. Box54 
Mosman, N.S.W. 2088, Australia 
Expeditions M\d Outin,s to Remote Wilde rness Are.as of the Wo rld 



karrimor 
Tailor your own 

pack frame and sac 
... Karrimor's range 
allows this because ... 
10 packsacs and 3 
adjustable frames give 
you 30 combinations. 

Illustrated (near right) 
ANNAPURNA 1 · 
Showing the spare 
frame space. 

Illustrated (far right) 

ANNAPU-RNA4 
A large sac on a small 
frame. 

A pack frame may be 
used without a pack 
sac to carry large or 
abnormally shaped 
loads which will not 
fit into a sac. 

C 

The range is from 
Annapurna 1 with 46 
litres, to Annapurna 4 
with 90 litres capacity. 
You can choose pocket 
style, 1 or 2 compart
ments, with or without 
accessories, large or small. 

Diagrams: 
A & B - You can alter 
the length of the frame 
and the width of the 
harness attachment 
to ensure maximum 
comfort. 
C - With a ' U' tube, no 
frame is neccessary. 
D - Fitting a frame to 
a packsac. 

For further details send for our catalogue & price list to : Mr. S. Creig, Karrimor International Ltd., Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes. England. 

47 



J A top quality fell walking boot. 

' The one piece bronzo upper is well 
~ padded and lined and sports a 

' 

,JVpressure relieving ankle cuff. The 
7 welt is reversed and stitched to I leather and rubber throughsoles. 

-J9 

The so le unit is reinforced by a 
short steel shank and Vibram 

Montagna sole. 

One of the most popular walking 
boots in Britain. A.classic design 
and now with finest full grain 
bronzo upper. The sole unit is 
blake stiched through leather and 
rubber midsoles, considerably 
reinforced by a fluted steel shank 
and Vibram Montagna sole. 
Superb quality - excellent value. 

A very popular high quality 
lightweight utilising the finest 
materials and workmanship. Top 
quality anfibio uppers with soft 
leather lining. Padded cuff to 
relieve ankle pressure. Reversed 
welt with two throughsoles and 
Vibram Roccia so le . 



The bes! possible value in budge! 
walking boots . Waterproofed 
grained leather upper with 
comfonably padded bellows tongue 
and Vibram pallern rubber sole. 

A superb new model with fine one 
piece upper and stone cuff. A 
suede lining, full grain padded 
leather tongue and Vibram pattern 
sole complete an excellent 
specification for such a well priced 
boo!. 

A robust junior boo! in grained 
waterproofed leather with full 
suede lining. Padded bellows 

tongue and ankle cuff. Strong 
Vibram pa11ern rubber so le. 
Excellent value for children. 

A deservedly popular boo!. Fine 
split leather upper and high padded 
ankle cuff and full suede lining. 
Padded bellows tongue and Vibram 
pattern sole. A well designed boo! 
at a good price. 
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HIMALCHULI '78 EXPEDITION 
,n the ten~ wearing Goretex Ther~id~~t°v,shows Camp II (19,300 ft); Ian Howell 
Dr. Alastair Stevenson outside with Th~r tt~ E,~ped1t1on Sleeping Bag in Goretex 
Photogcaphy by John Clea,e m1 or acket and Down Breeches. . 

point five 
SLEEPING BAGS & CLOTHING 

BANTON & CO LTD · . ., Meadow Lane, Nottingham. 



Pack 
Us 
On 
Your 
Next 

~ 
Adventur EXP 

use, alpine 

Features: • side pull straps for volume 

• L.A.S. Paralux inte 
frame/harness sy 
comfort with st 

• 3600 and 4400 
• versatile single p 

with top flap closure 
pocket 

See these state-of. 
line of outdoor ' 

adjustment and ry 
attachment 

• 8 ounce ny 
Cordura fabr 

• spindrift collar 
• optional bivoua 

accepts Accessor 
Pockets 

Mountain Ventures make 
ZERMATT, CHAMONIX 
& GRINDELWALD 
the centres for their 
Alpine Walking Holidays 
Mountaineering Courses 
Guided Alpine Climbing 
Alpine Mountain Ventures 1:1:l. 
Training Course Brecon House Greenhill Rd 
in Wales Liverpool L 18 7HQ UK 
Easter 1979 Tel: 051-724 2732 

- FAMOUS BRAND POLARGUARD EXPEDmON DUVETS - =•c::..-~:~:c PRICE OF us $ 39.90 EACH P&P NCI.UOED 

SIZE : XS,S M /WO L 
COLOl.J:'I : BLUE.GREEN & R..IST 
DETAILS SUPPLY ON REOUEST 
WRITE ro HONG KONG MOUNTAIN SERVICES 

TSIO° TSZ MUI POST OFFICE BOX 73 HONG KONG 
SPECIFY VOlFI CHEST SIZE & COLOUR CHOCE 

• SHIP IMMEDIATELY EX-STOCK~ 

LOW 
INTE 
Spoll 
Tulia , nty Offaly 
Republic of Ireland 

MOUNTAINEERING AND TECHNICAL 
MOUNTAINEERING COURSES. 

For the person who wants to do easy climbs 
or the person who really wants to get into 
technical rock and ice climbs. Held in the Wind 
River Range of Wyoming 

June 18 lo July 1, July 9 to 28 
August 15 lo 30, September 8 to 21 
Plus daily lessons in the Aspen area. 

Rocky Mountain Climbing School 
Box 2432-H 

Aspen Co. 81611 

DOUG GEETING now booking flights to McKINLEY AND 
ALASKA RANGE. Interested parties - write to: 
DOUG GEETING, General Delivery, Talkeetna, Alaska 99676 

DON'T THROW THEM AWAY 
Your back issues of Mountain are wanted. Will pay premium price. 

Also will swap or sell some extras. as available. 
Bruce Beck, 4025 State St. No. 54, Santa Barbara, Ca. 93110 USA., 

Swiss Mountaineering School 
ALPINE SPORTSCHULE GOTTHARD, CH-6490 ANDERMATT 

Tel. 01041 /44/6 77 33 
Ski-Touring - Instruction Courses - Spring Climbing - Kayak Courses 

Instruction on rock and ice for beginners and experienced climbers 
Touring weeks - Private Tours - Survival Course 

Expeditions. Please ask for our Spring and Summer Programmes. 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (Ml (S) hire out .Camping , Mountaineering and 
Sk 1-,ng Equ ipment . 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C. T: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty ., Ltd ., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 . 
Tel. 476.3242. (C). 
N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment, 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty ., Ltd .. 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S). 
N.S.W: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty ., Ltd., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
224 Barry Parade 
Fortitude Valley , 4006. 
Tel. 07.52 .8804 or 52.8894. 
Tasmania: Hobart 
Outdoor Equipment, 
212 Liverpool Street, 7000 . 
Tel. 002.346213 (C) (M) (S). 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Im ports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Pty ., Ltd ., 
46 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel . 67 .3354. (C) (M) (S) . 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. 67.4845 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd ., 
200 Madras Street, 
Tel : 67-148 

Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square. 
Tel. 74.646 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop 
1414 Kensington Rd ., N.W.,41. 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 
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HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
(Mountaineering Division of 
'The Action Corporation') 
402 Li Po Chun Chamber, 
Des.Vouex Road Central, 
Tel : 5-435063 
Mail: Tsat Tsz Mui 
Post Office, Box No. 73 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street . (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 
Aviemore 
Speys1de Sports. ( S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 
Aviemore 
Nevisport, 
43 Grampian Road . (M) 
Tel. 0479.810208 
Belfast 
Jackson Sports, · 
The Outdoor Centre, 70 High St 
Tel: 0232-38572 
Bethesda 
Arvons, 
Ogwen Terrace. 
Tel. 0248.600401 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Oueensway,4 . 
Tel . 021 .236.6816 . (S) . 
Birmingham 
Y .H.A . Shop. (S). 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643.5180 
Birmingham 
Blacks Camping & Leisure , (C). 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road . Tel.021.454 .8771 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253 .24307 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate . (S). 
Tel . 0204 .25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, Manchester Rd .5 
Tel. 0274 .28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0217.221259 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138Western Road. (S) (M) . 
Tel. 0273.26874 

Bristol Dundee 
Ellis Brigham, Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 93-117 Princes Street. (C). 
Tel. 0272".311157 Tel. 0382.43766 
Bristol Edinburgh 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C) . 46 Dairy Road. 
Tel. 0272 .23166 Tel. 031.337.2332 
Burnley Elgin 
Spcrtak, Bill Marshall, 
25 Hammerton Street. 11 Commerce Street. 
Tel. 0282 .36816 Tel. 0343.44073 
Buxton ~xeter 
Jo Royle, Grays Outdoor Shop, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C). 181/182 Sidwell Street. (C) (S) . 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824 Tel. 0392.76421 
Cambridge Fort William 
The Outdoor Centre, Nevispcrt, 
7 Bridge Street . 131 High Street. 
Tel . 0223.53956 Tel. Fort William 3245 
Capel Curig Glasgow 
Joe Brown, Greaves, 
The Climbing Shop. 23 Gordon Street. (S). 
Tel. 06904.205 Tel. 041.221.4531/2 
Capel Curig Glasgow 
Ellis Brigham, Highrange Sports, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 06904.232 Tel. 041.332.5533 
Cardiff Glasgow 
Y.H.A. Shop, Nevisport, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 261 Sauchiehall Str.eet. (M). 
Tel. 0222.31370 Tel:041.332.4814 
Cardiff Glasgow 
Outdoor Action, Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays, 132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel: 0222.28892 Tel. 041.221.4007 
Cardiff Grantown-on-Spey 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear Speyside Sports, 
148 Ninian Park Road, 47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. 0222.390531 Tel. Grantown 246 
Carlisle Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Dennis English, Casac Equipment, 
141 Lowther Street . 3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 0228.30239 Tel. 021.550:9748 
Chester Huddersfield 
Ellis Brigham Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
7 Northgate Street. 28 John William Street. (C} (M). 
Tel. 0244 318311 Tel. 0484 .23165 
Chesterfield Hyde, Cheshire 
The Adventure Centre, The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate, 11 Manchester Road . 
Tel. 0246.38660 Tel. 061.368.1558 
Coventry Inverness 
Mountain Sports (Coventry), Clive Rowland, 
60 Crescent Avenue, 60 Academy Street, 
Stoke. Tel. 0463.38746 
Tel. 0203.441241 Lancaster 

H. Robinson, 
Derbyshire/Hope Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
Magic Mountain, 5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 
93 Castleton Road. 
Tel. 0433.20516 Leeds 
"'D:-e-:rb_y __________ Centresport, 

Powers Sports, 40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Green Lane . Tel. 0532.31024 
Tel. 0332.48311 Leeds 
Derby Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
Prestidge, 21 /22 Grand Arcade. (C). 
350 Normanton Road. (S) . Tel. 0532.458634 
Tel. 0332.42245 Leicester 
Derby Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
Outdoor Shop, 105 London Ro.ad. (S). 
201 Normanton Rd ., DE3 6US Tel. 0533.25235 
Tel. 0332.45204 Liverpool 
Doncaster Ellis Brigham, 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
38 Kingsgate, Tel. 051.709.6912 
Waterdale Centre. (C) (M). Liverpool 
Tel. 0302 .21297 Don Morrison, 
Dundee 43 Harrington Street,2. 

Tel. 051.236.0525 David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501/2 ► 



Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd ., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1 
Tel. 01.723.5252 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd ., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1 
Tel. 01.404.5681 

London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Iel. 01 405.4426 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
53-54 Ra1hbone Place, W.1. 
Tel. 01.636.6645. (Cl . 
London 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
14 Sout~ampton Street 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836 .8541 /7 
Luton 
Out & About, 
20 Stuart Street. 
Tel. 0582.38952 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834 .0161 . (C)(M) (S) . 
Manchester, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sparts, 
84 Stamford New Road . 
Tel. 061 .928 .6613 
Manchester, Urmston 
J. & A. Sports & Camping Co ., 
15 Station Road . (C) . 
Tel. 061.748.6408 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) . 
Tel. 061 .834.7119 
Manchester 
Blacks Camping & Leisure 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade . 
Tel. 0629 .3750 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street . (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. Tel. 0632 .24941 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
The Four Seasons, 
115-117 Northumberland St. 
Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
15 Westlegate. 
Tel.-0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . (S) . 
Tel. 0602.47230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite , 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank . 
Tel. 061.620.3900 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 Turi Street . 
Tel. 0865.47110 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Middlegate. 
Tel. 0768.4505 
Penrith 
Mountain Craft, 
4 Castlegate. 
Tel. 0768.5993 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street . 
Tel. 0736.5828 
Portsmouth 
Safari, 
The T ricorn. Tel . 0705.29410 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd . 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sparts, 
99 Yorkshire Street, 
Tel : 0706. 525196. 
Rotherham 
The Adventure Centre, 
The Guardian Centre, 
Tel : 0709 68660 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742 . 27525 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.56018 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road . 
Tel. 0274 .592422 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street . 
Tel. 0756.4305 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. (C) . 
Tel. 061.480.2945 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick Street, Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 
Wells, Somerset 
Rocks part, 
Bus Station, Wells . 
Tel. 0749.73054 
Winaermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
2 Victoria Street . 
Tel. 09662.4876 
York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate 
Tel. 0904.53567 

NORWAY California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 117 

1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408. (C) (M) (S). 
California : Ventura 

Oslo 
Sport Co . A/S, 

The Great Pacitic Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.8616 

Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt.6. 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 

Tel. (2) 110363.447381 Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 

DENMARK Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering 
2020 30th Street, 80301 Copenhagen 

Dolfispart, 
Snemandsvej la, 2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 02.94.87 .94 

Tel. 303 442 8355 (Cl (Ml (Sl 
Colorado: Colorado Springs 
The Cobbler, 

UNITED STATES 10 South 25th Street, 80904. 
Tel. 303.475.7626 

Alaska: Anchorage Colorado: Denver 
Alaska Mountaineering Forrest Mountaineering Ltd ., 
and Hiking, 1517 Platte Street, 80202 . 
2633Spenard Road , 99503. Tel. 303.433.6419 (M) 
Tel. 907. .272.1811. (C) (M)(S). Colorado: Durango 
Alaska: Talkeetna Pineneedle Mountaineering 
Alaska Mountain Company, 835 Main Ave., Suite 211, 81301 
Talkeetna 99676. Tel. 303 247 8728 (Cl (Ml (Sl 
Tel. 907.733.2306 (C) (M) Colorado: Estes Park 
Arizona: Tempe Steve Komito, 
Roadrunner Climbing and Davis Hill (Box 2106). 80517. 
Touring Society, Tel. 303.586.5391 
1825 N. Scottsdale Rd. 85281 Colorado: Fort Collins 
Tel. 602.949.5082 . (Cl The Mountain Shop, 
California: Berkeley 126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
The North Face, Tel. 303.493.5720. (Ml. 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. Colorado: Lafayette 
Tel. 415.548.1371. (C) (S). Lowe Alpine Systems, 
California: Berkeley 802 South Public, 80026. 
Marmot Mountain Works, Tel. 303.665.9220. (Cl (Ml (S). 
3049 Adeline , 94703 . California: Laguna Beach 
Tel. 415.849.0735 Mountain Affair Mountain 
California: Campbell Shop & School 
The North Face, 226 Ocean Avenue 92651 
349 E. Campbell Ave. , 95008 Tel. 714.494.3844 
Tel : 408-374-5205 (C) (M) (S) Connecticut: West Hartford 
California: Fresno Clapp and Treat, 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650. Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). Idaho: Moscow 
California: Glendale Northwestern Mountain Sparts, 
Kelty Mountaineering, 410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
1801 Victory Blvd ., 91201 . Tel. 208.882.0133. (C)(M)(S). 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C)(M) (S). Illinois: Chicago 
California: La Canada Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
Spart Chalet , 1252 West Devon, 60626. 
951 Foothill Boulevard,91011. Tel . 312.262.3832. (C)(M)(S). 
Tel. 21.3.790.2717. (C) (S). Massachusetts: Boston 
California: La Habra Eastern Mountain Sports 
Sparts and Trails, 1041, Commonwealth Avenue, 
1491 W. Wh ittier Blvd ., 90631 . Tel. 617.254 .4250. (C)(Ml (Sl. 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S). Minnesota: Minneapolis 
California : Modesto Midwest Mountaineering, 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 309 Cedar Avenue South, 55454. 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. Tel. 612 .339 .3433. (C)(M )(S). 
_T-'-e I-'-. ~2_0~9_. 5_2~9'-'. 6'--'9~1_7-'-. -'-( Cc...:)_(:...cS.:..) ''--- Michigan: East Lansing 
California : San Diego Great Lakes Mountain Supply, 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 541 East Grand River Ave., 
443 12th Street, 92101 . 48823. 
Tel. 714 .232.2167. (C) (M) (S). Tel. 517.351 .2060 
California: San Diego Montana: Hamilton 
Adventure 16 Inc., Expeditions International 
4620 Alvarado Canyon Road, 215 Main St. (Box 1040), 59840. 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. Tel. 406.363.3440.·(C) (S). 
California: San Luis Obispo Nevada: Reno 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 120 w di d 89523 
Tel. 805.541.1533. (C)(M)(S). ' oo an ' 

► 
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N.H.: North Conway Washington: Seattle 
International Mountain Recreational Equipment Inc., 
Equipment (Paul Rossi, 1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Main Street, 03860. Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 603:356 .5287 Washington:.Seattle 
New York: Ithaca Swallow's Nest, 
Nippenose Equipment, 3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S). 
Tef. 607.272.6868. (C) (M) (S) . Washington: Seattle 
New York: New Palt2: North Face, 
Rock and Snow. 501 E. Pine Street, 98122. 
44 Main Street, 12561 . Tel. 206.323.0501.(C) (S). 
Tel. 914.255.1311 . (S) . Washington: Spokane 
New York: Syracuse Selkirk 6ergsport, 
Nippenose Equipment, W.30 International Way, 99220. 
3006 Erie Blvd. East . Tel. 509. 328. 5020. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C) (M) (S) . Washington: Wenatchee 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr Asplund's Ski Touring . 
JD Sachs Wilderness Outfitters 1544 N.Wenatchee Ave., 98801 . 
880 W. L~ncaster Avenue, 19010 Tel. 509.662.6539. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 215.527.3616 Wisconsin: Madison 
Pennsylvania: Williamsport Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
Nippenose Equipment, State and Gorham, 53703. 
225 W. Fourth Street, 17701. Tel. 608.251.9059. (C)(M)(S). 
Tel. 717.326.6537. (C)(M){S). Wisconsin: Madison 
Pennsylvania : Yardley H.H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
J D Sachs, Wilderness Outfitters, 702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. Tel. 608.231.2447 
Tel. 215.493.4536 Wisconsin:-Madison 
Texas: Austin H.H. Petrie Sporting Goods Inc., 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 644 State Street, 53703. 
2410 San Antonio Street. Tel. 608.257.1347. (S). 
78705. Tel. 512 .478.1577 Wyoming: Jackson 
Utah: Salt Lake City Teton Mountaineering, 
Timberline Sports Inc., Main Square, 
3155S H. D 84106 (P.O.Box1533),83001. 

o. ighland rive, . Tel. 307.733.3595. (C)(M)(S). 
Tel. 801 .466.2101. (C)(M)(S). 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 

Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S) (C) . A 837 Front Street, 98826. 

Tel. 509.548.5623. (M) (S) . 
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BECK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
• Hand-made of neoprene nylon in our small shop 
• Used by the most active climbers in Europe 
• Relied upon for Karakoram and Himalaya expeditions 
• Makers of the Chouinard crampon straps 
• Unconditionally Guaranteed 
• International orders welcome - Fast service 
• Send 1S<r stamp or equivalent for catalog . 

Beck, Dept. K, 4025 State St., #54 Santa Barbara, CA 93110 USA 

LONDON 
14 Southampton Street 
London WC2E ?HY 
Telephone 01-836 8541 

HIKING & CLIMBING EXPEDmONS 
. AMONGST the GREAT ANDES 

of the EQUATOR ~ 
Bolivia• Peru• •Argentina• Chile 

Andean Outfitters 
, i i>.o:' Box 7007-BR 

Angels c:;am_p, CA 95222, USA 

Write for 
1979 Brochure 

continuing 20 years of guiding & alpine mstruct1on 

PALISADE SCHOOL OF MOUNTAINEERING 

ONLY3LBS! 

BIBLIR'S 
IMPOTI 

MANCHESTER 

TWO PERSON 
GORET · 

ome 
-corded poles 

EASONABLY PRICED 
3416-21STWEST #3 
Seattle. WA 98199 

BIRMINGHAM 
166 Deansgate 
Manchester M3 3FE 
Telephone 061-834 7119 

35 Cannon Street 
Birmingham 82 5EE 
Telephone 021-643 5180 
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Force Ten- perfect choice for extremists 
In a tight corner, a critical venture, Force Ten tents play their part. A vital part. Teams taking on the 
Himalayas, Arctic Canada or Patagonia can't risk second best. And to prove it, they have chosen Force 
Ten again and again. You too can't afford to be casual about equipment. Whether you are attempting a 
'first' , or spending a night on the fells, remember, Force Tens have been everywhere, done everything . 
See they do it for you! 

Use the coupon on the facing page or write for colour brochure and nearest stockist to Vango (Scotland) Ltd , 47 Colvend St. Glasgow 



UADliO 
s 

The facts behind a great range of tents. 
Hytex Fabrics-specially developed for Force Tens in a range 
of weights. 
Ground Sheets-sewn in, tough, waterproof, light. 
Ventilation and Zips-mesh ventilation to reduce condensation, 
tough, non-jamming PVC zips to flaps and doors. 
Cotton/Nylon models-low on condensation, high on wet 
weather protection. 

Bell Ends-roomy storage, streamlined to resist high winds. 
Frames-quick assembly, one piece snap together 'A' frames 
(except GA model which has nylon hoops) . 
Assembly-inners can be fitted after fly in wet. 

ELEVATION GROUND PLAN MODEL 

GA - 3 

GA - 22 

Mk 2LW 

Mk. 2CN 

Mk. 3ST 

Mk. 3LW 

Mk. 3CNX 

Mk. 4ST 

Mk .. 4LW 

Mk. 4CNX 

Mk. SST 

Mk. SCNX 

WEIGHT 
LBS . 

7.0 

10.0 

7.7 

7.0 

12.7 

10.0 

11 .0 

13.5 

12.3 

13.4 

17.5 

16.5 

UADliOWY 
Mek.'4 g/'8%C~ /)etf;lr J 
r---------------, Please send me colour catalogue and name of nearest I 
I stockist for O FORCE TEN TENTS 

I OVANG0B00TS O VANG0RUCKSACS O ALPSTOVES I 
I NAME .......... ....... ....... ... ... .. ....... ....... ...... ... .. ... ..... .... ..... I 
I I I ADDRESS ... ... ....... .... ... .. ............. .......... .. ....... ..... .... .. .... I 
I ......... ............................................. ...... ...................... .. I 
L Post to Dept. M Vango (Scotland) Ltd. , 47 Colvend St., Glasgow. J 
---------------

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Right 
behind 

you 
;;, , :,, / •'''',, 

~:~~ii~~;:~s~~:st~u ---...~-t<,, '.((•:~ ~~• •;i ~/, 
the backing of a number ',\t 1, 

of worthwhile services. ~ ' ,,) 
'Climber and Rambler . access to ~ ~ 
many club huts , el1g1b1l1ty for BMC Insurance LC, 
schemes, etc . 

And not least . the support of an organisation working 
constantly to protect and represent your interests. 
So help us-. to help you . 

~~ Crawfo rd House 
Precinct Centre 

m~British 
Booth Street East 
Manchester M13 9RZ 

Mountaineering Please enrol me as 
an Associate Member 

Council for £8.50 with maga-

Name zine/£3.50 without. 

Address 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I L _____________ ..J 

Barclaycard and 
Access accepted. 

We supply 
THE gear eg. 

*BOOTS - Galibier Super Guide Scarpa Comici. 
*MOUNTAIN JACKETS - Henri Lloyd Glencoe, 

Berghaus Thor. 
*CRASH HATS - J.B. Super. 
*ROPES - Edelrid, Mammut, Joanny, Elite. 
*RUCKSACKS - Berghaus Cyclops Range 
+ thousands more items all backed by a first class service, 
return of post mail order and the accepted LO reliability. 

Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET, 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Tel: 23561 
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-
We stock a wide range of Climbing & Camping Equipmen . 
Before buying expensive new gear CHECK OUR PRICES. 

nev1spor_ 
'l ,,. 

J 

Jff1\itlllA ... ~ ~ 
OUR GEAR GOES ALL OVER THE WORLD 

72 High Street 
FORT WILLIAM 
0397-3245 

261 Sauchiehall Street 
GLASGOW 
041 -332-4814 

43 Grampian Road 
AVIEMORE 
04 79-810-208 
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In the Lakes ..... 
The Raven has been here for a long, long t im e, 
longer even than Frank Davies and The 
Climbers Shop, only 20 years expeflence 
with the best mountaineering, 
camping and ski-ing 
equipment . .. still 
that can ' t be bad. 

tlie 
ell be•s 

shop 
tlie 

ClilllbePS 

Compston corner, 
Ambleside, Cumbria 

~ Telephone: Ambleside<096 63> 2297 

MAIL ORDER.FROM 

MENAI HALL, LLANBERIS, GWYNEDD, WALES Tel. 028682 327 

Also at CAPEL CURIG. Tel. 06904 205 

The Rock 'Highland' Line 
Leads to 

Clive Rowland 
Another large crag in the Highlands 
(climber circled) 
Call and ask for location 

OUTDOOR SPORTS 

60 Academy Street, 
Inverness. 
Tel: 0463 · 38746 

Photo Tony Riley 

Send for course details to: 
CLUB VAGABOND, 
1854 Leysin, Switzerland. 

lltf Director: 
11· Peter Boardman. 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL Of MOUNTAINEER/NC 

Printed in England by Loxley Brothers Limited, Sheffield and London 



Tested in the most extreme 
conditions, the Alpinist Series is a 

combination of the newest develop
ments in design, materials and style. 

Of course, the Alpinist Series is a 
limited edition line designed and 

constructed to fill the demanding 
needs of the extreme grade 

mountaineer. 

See for yourself at your local 
Wilderness Experience Dealer. 

For more information write to: 

Wilderness Experience 
20120 Plummer Street 

Chatsworth, CA. 91311 • USA 




	March - April 1979 - 01
	March - April 1979 - 02 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 02
	March - April 1979 - 03 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 03
	March - April 1979 - 04 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 04
	March - April 1979 - 05 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 05
	March - April 1979 - 06 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 06
	March - April 1979 - 07 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 07
	March - April 1979 - 08 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 08
	March - April 1979 - 09 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 09
	March - April 1979 - 10 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 10
	March - April 1979 - 11 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 11
	March - April 1979 - 12 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 13 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 13
	March - April 1979 - 14 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 14
	March - April 1979 - 15 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 15
	March - April 1979 - 16 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 16
	March - April 1979 - 17 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 18 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 18
	March - April 1979 - 19 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 19
	March - April 1979 - 20 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 20
	March - April 1979 - 21 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 21
	March - April 1979 - 22 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 22
	March - April 1979 - 23 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 23
	March - April 1979 - 24 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 24
	March - April 1979 - 25 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 25
	March - April 1979 - 26 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 26
	March - April 1979 - 27 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 27
	March - April 1979 - 28 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 28
	March - April 1979 - 29 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 29
	March - April 1979 - 30 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 30
	March - April 1979 - 31 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 31
	March - April 1979 - 32 - Copy
	March - April 1979 - 32
	March - April 1979 - 33

