




UNUSUAL 
EXPEDITIONS 
FOR SMALL GROUPS 
OF EXPLORERS 
Trekking in the Himalayas 
Climbing ln the Andes 
Whitewater Rafting in Alaska 
Desert Trekking in the Sahara 
Write for our 72-page color catalog 
clellcrlbing more than 100 wlldernea 
expeditions and outings on 5 continents 
(include Sl for poatage). 

ID U.5.A. Mountain Travel 
1398-MT Solano • Albany, Ca. 94706 
(415) 527-8100 
In U.K.: Twicltnham Travel 
22 Church Street• Twickenham TWl 3NW, Enqland 
In Canada: Mountain Travel Canada 
737 Burley Drive• Wet! Vancouver B.C. VTf 1Z7 
In Australia• New z.alcmd: Auaventur• Holldaya 
P.O. Boa54•Mooman, N.S.W. 2088, Australia 

,---------------, : 104 pages of good : 
: old mountain do. : 

Snow& lee 
Climbing! 

Now is the time for checking out 
your Ice Climbing equipment ready 
for a new season r Whether you' re pla
nning to climb the Eiger North Face 
this winter, or to go walking in North 
Wales ; we have the gear to kit yo..i 
out safely and economically. 

Our FREE 28 page Mountain Gear 
catalogue gives details of our comp
reliensive winter gear selection, send 
fo, your copy nowr 

Alpine Sports also have the finest sel 
ection of fashion Ski clothing, Ski 
boots, Skis and Ski Mountaineering 
gear availab le. Our FREE 48 page Ski 
catalogue has information on all these 
items plus details of our five well sto
cked shops and our superb Mail Order 
and Ski Hire services. For your copy 
of this invaluable colour guide simply 
call us now on 01 237 3545 or write 
tq: Alpine Sports, 19 Grange Road, 

London S.E.1. 

Ice Climbing. Photo: Nigel Gifford. 
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ORION 
GORE-TEX OVERBREECHES 

No sweat, you can wear them 
comfortably all day. Made 
from very I ightweight 
ripstop. The zip opens wide 
enough to put on when 
wearing crampons. Pack 
away into their own 
pocket. s·izes XS, S, M, L. 
Colour: Blue . 

ORION 
SUPER GAITERS 

Easily fitted and removed . 
Front zip opening, will 
fit almost any 
reasonably stiff 
mountain boot with 
stitched welts . 
Lined and unlined . 
Sizes 39 - 42 

42 -44 
44 -46 

ORION EQUIPMENT 
72 High Street, Fort William. Tel . Fortwilliam 2941 . 

STOCKED BY HIGH QUALITY CLIMBING SHOPS. 

WILD 
counrRv 

mal<e great 

frie.nds 
Town Head Works, Eyam, Nr . Sheffield, S30 1RD Tel : 0433-30091 

CLIVE ROWLAND 
outdoor sports 60 ACADEMY ST. INVERNESS TEL 38746 

'THEEBOC. 
THE STRONGEST MOST ADVANCED 
ICE TOOL AVAILABLE. 

Pick & Handle are continuous, one piece, 
certified steel . All points are differentially 
heat treated to prevent brittleness . 
Available in 47° straight droop or curved 
pick. (Wt. 1.6oz.) 

U .S. Post paid $50.00 each or $90.00 pair 

Specify srraight or curved pick 

For free information write or call LC.E-
714 - 5325954 

INTERNATIONAL CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 
669 Whilshire Pl, Newbury Park, Ca. U.S.A. 

please send me your free catalogue! 

name---------------: .s,"/:, 

address il'lj ------------l 
'If 

----------------t:-Q 
EXTREME EQUIPMENT OJQ(;J.._'lf 

Red Gables Mill, Trunk Road, Middlesbrough, Cleveland. 
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I , 
charlet moser 
ice tools at 

a9ic 
ou11tai11 

93 Castleton Road, Hope, 
via Sheffield S30 2RO 
Tel. 0433 20516. 
Send SAE for Catalogue. 

Tents for Mountain 
Moor and Meadow 

There are nine models in our range of lightweight 
tents - offering various combinations of 

accommodation / storage space / headroom. 
With most models, the flysheet can be pitched first 

in adverse weather so that the inner tent 
can be erected, and gear stored in the dry. 

Base-Packer· Sleeps 2 (illustrated) 
Double bell -end tent, for the backpacker who needs extra 
space. (Weight : 5 lbs. 5 oz. - 2.42 kg .) 

ROBERT SAUNDERS (Chigwell) LIMITED, 
Five Oaks Road, CHIGWELL, Essex, England. 

(Send for catalogue enclosing 9p.stamp for postage) 

Scarpa-when quality counts! 

r..i ~!!.91!.9.!l. ~ Telephone: 0632 23561 

SCARPA - a name, for years synonymous with quality footwear. 
SCARPA - craftsmanship, style and performance applauded by 
outdoor experts, specialist publications and general public alike. 
Two magnificent examples are the MONTE ROSA (left), an all 
purpose fell walking or climbing boot and the BRONZO (below), a 
top quality mountain boot. 
While the MONTE ROSA sole is blaked, the BRONZO is welt sewn, 
but they both have a one piece upper, padded bellows, tongue and 
cuff, Vibrain Gold Seal Montagna Block outer sole and that 
undeniable SCARPA distinction. 
Send for new colour leaflets depicting the whole Bergh a us boot range 
to Dept CG. 
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NEW 'Pioneer' 

-

"High Andes" 
specialist 
sleeping bags-
you'11 have to go a long 
way to beat tHem 

The specialist demands a bag that will comfortably take the 
toughest treatment, in tneseverestconditions. 

So Polywann have completely redesigned, and improved, 
their"High Andes" Range. 

Filled every bag with fantastic Dacron* Hollofil, the man-made 
fibre that rivals natural down forinsulaUon and protection. Made the 
outer covers from double calendered nylon. so they'll wear harder, 
lastlonger. 

Then thoroughly tested them to ensure they'll stand up to the 
worst climates and environments. 

The resultisasuperiorrange of sleeping bags. made to 
Polywann's famous quality standards. covering the whole specialist 
field-and all at very special prices. 

From U1e ·climber' and new 'Pioneer', with double-wal led 
insulation for all-round protection when the 

goinggets rough. 
To the tapered 'Rambler' and 

'Trekker'. and the new hooded 'Hiker', 
ideal when weightisatapremium. 

So take a new look at 
the "High Andes" range at 
your specialist camping 
shop, or send fora full 
colour leaflet. You'll find 
it's very hard to beat. 

*DuPont's registered trade mark for its polyester fibre. 
PolywannProducts Ltd., Quay Road, 
Rutherglen, Glasgow, Scotland. 
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In the bitter cold of the Himalayan 
mountains,you need more than skill and 
experience to survive. 

Which is why Martin Boysen, Joe 
Brown and Mo Anthoine chose 
North Cape Polar Wear in their bid to 
become the first men to conquer 
Trango Tower, 20,530 ft up in the heart 
of the Karakorum range. 

The fact that they succeeded says a 
lot, both for their abilities as climbers and 
for the qualities of our Polar Wear jackets. 

They are made from Dacron, a man
made fibre with remarkable insulating 
properties. 

The 10 mm loft pile in the material 
traps the maximum amount of air next to 
the skin. But it also allows perspiration 

to pass through to the outside, away 
from the bod~ keeping you dry as well 
as warm.And it does all this without 
hampering the movements of the wearer, 
another important quality. 

To be honest, there are other jackets 
on the market which work in a similar 
way to ours. 

But Dacron is the most efficient and 

as hard-wearing material 
for the job. And North 

h Cape use 100% Dacron t afortheirwarm wear. 
There are five 

different jackets in 
the Polar Wear range, each available 

in a choice of plain or laminated fabric. 
(The laminated version has a finely 

knitted polyester scrim bonded to the 
material.This increases wind resistance 
and prevents the jacket from pilling.) 

North Cape also make Polar Wear 
mitts, socks, undertrousers, a reverse 
pile pullover and a one-piece suit Like 
our jackets, they are all designed to 
keep you warm and comfortable in the 
coldest of climates. 

Because when you're 20,000 ft up a 
mountainside,it can be decidedly brassy. 

I'd like to know more about North Cape Polar Wear. 
Please send me your free full-colour leaflet. 

Name ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

North Cape :rextiles Ltd, CN'~nT r.& nr) 
Berryden Mills, !P.nt H ~ ~ 
6BerrydenRoad, ~ 1 -w--
AberdeenAB92WB, 0 ar ear 
Scotland. 
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KS-IOOe 
(Reg'd. T.M.) 

has a friendly feel 
but an aggressive 

performance 
1959 Karrimor established its premier position with 

its ever popular cotton duck fabric. 
1969 Karrimor introduced Nylon rucsacs to the U.K. and set new European 

standards in coatings 
1979 Karrimor leads again with KS-100e. 

KS-1 00e is a completely new rucsac fabric with a completely new elastomer 
coating which actually combines the best qualities of both cotton and nylon. 

It is tougher and more durable; it is the first fabric purpose-designed for rucsacs. 

Now available in a new exciting colour range: 
Red, Navy Blue, Green, Purple, and Stone. 

Look for this label the sign of karrimor quality and performance 

This Rucsac is made from 

KS-IOOe 
Created specially for Rucsacs by karrimor. 
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Trail & hiking boots of one-piece split butt 
leather uppers with integral bellows tongue for 
complete water-proof wear. Upper top cut-out 
with padded foam scree collar of leather. Box 
leather lining on microcellular padding. Lacing 
with hooks and eyelets. Metal lug stiffness where 
needed. Rubber midsole stitched to new profile 
Vibram sole. Sizes 3-13. 

ZERO POINT NINE 

68a COMPTON STREET 
LON DON EC1 V OB N TEL: 01-251 2152 

NO PLACE 
FOR 
BARE HEADS 
THE MSR HELMET HAS 
WITHSTOOD THE TEST 
OF TIME & USE 
• Made of durable polycar-
bonate LEXANr•) plastic 

.A.~ • Styrene foam ab-
:--. sorbs and cushions 

impact 
• Helmet rim adds 

side-to-side rigidity 
and keeps head 
farther from rock 

• No inside projecting 
knobs or buttons 

MSR CLIMBING 
HELMET- YOUR 
BEST CHOICE 

SEE YOUR DEALER OR 
WRJTE FOR CATALOG 

Mountain Safety 
Research, Inc. 

DEPT M129 

\ 631 South 96th Street 

" Seattle , W~ 
98108 MSR 
(U.S.A.) 

training sup' 



You will 
neverbe 
cold in 
Alaska 

The TEN SON Alaska jacket is a 
perfect combination of comforting 
warmth and rugged toughness. 

Outer and inner linings are of 65% polyester 
and 35% cotton. Outer is coated with silicon 
elastromers to give excellent water proofing. 

Filling is Hollofil polyester. 
One zipped breast pocket. Two extra-large 

capacity Velcro fastening pockets, with luxurious, 
fleecy lined hand warming pockets behind. Tough 
two way front zip with Velcro fastened snow/wind 
flap. Velcro cuff and adjusters for ventilation 
control. High collar with Velcro fastening for snug 
fit. Drawstring at waist and elastic cord in bottom 
hem. In beige, navy and burgundy with attractive 
second colour shoulder yoke. 

A warm jacket. A tough jacket. A superb 
jacket. Another TENSON masterpiece for 
outdoor people who know just what they 
want. 

Stocked by leading outdoor sports and climbing shops. 

TE.-..SON 
□ ... a way of living 
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Photo: British Kangchenjunga Expedition 

NEW ON THE BRITISH MARKET 

The leading French Kernmantel Ropes 
UIAA approved. 
Yannick Seigneur - Technical Adviser 

1979 NOTABLE EXPEDITIONS: 

French K2 Expedition 
British Kangchenjunga Expedition 
British Nuptse and Everest Expedition 
French Arna Dablam Expedition 

BEAL . 38202 . VIENNE . FRANCE 

NTAIN 
Number 70 November/ December 1979 UK 70p US $2.25 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT · .J ,-.. 

Alaska: the Park Service view 
When the National Park Service was established in 1916, it was 

charged with a mission to "conserve the scenery, and the natural 
and historic objects, and the wildlife therein, and to provide for the 
enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will 
leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations." 
This mandate requires that we provide for use of the parks, and yet 
we must also leave them unimpaired for the future. It is a difficult 
task to balance these two conflicting requirements with constant 
pressures from both sides of the issue. While many feel that the 
parks are overdeveloped and overadvertized, many others feel that 
they should be developed even more than they are. 

Mountaineers and the National Park Service have never had a 
completely harmonious relationship. In the past, regulations were 
"imposed" on climbers that now seem overly strict and 
unnecessary. However, in m-0st cases, these regulations were 
developed and written with the cooperation of local climbers and 
mountaineering organizations and were, at the time, considered 
necessary and reasonable. As a case in point, when winter climbing 
was reopened on Mount Rainier in the mid-1 960's, local climbers 
helped the National Park Service (NPS) to develop a strict set of 
regulations and registration requirements. 

A key point in our discussion is the difference between permit 
and registration . In the past, permits were required for mount 
aineering in many national parks. In most, if not all cases, the 
requirements for a permit have been changed to a requirement for 
simple reg istration. Most of these changes occurred approxi 
mately ten years ago, but at least in one case, local climbers did not 
agree with the change. When the regulations were "relaxed" on 
Mount Rainier in 1969, the Seattle Mountaineers (a very large 
climbing club) for several years required their members to continue 
registering with the rangers in the old-fashioned way with an 
experience and equipment check. 

A "permit" implies that permission to climb will be granted or 
denied based on information provided in an "application". A 
"registration" does not imply this. We feel that registration for 
mountaineering has a valid place in the management of national 
parks for several reasons. 

First, registration serves as a safety measure. When a party 
registers, we have a general idea of the route(s) the party is taking 
and when they plan to return. Some climbers may disagree with 
this in principle, but at the same time, hundreds of climbers have 
called us for assistance when an illness or injury occurs. The 
information provided on a registration form assists us in rescue 
efforts. 

Secondly, as mentioned before, the NPS has a difficult mandate 
in providing for both use and preservation of the lands it manages. 
Registration for mountaineering is required where a significant 
amount of climbing occurs, just as hikers register for backpacking, 
and campers register to stay in campgrounds. The information 
obtained from registrations helps us to recognize and evaluate the 
possible over-uses that occur in a park. Sadly, some limits must at 
times be imposed due to too many people loving parks to death. 

Finally, a registration system gives us a means - either personal 
or through the mails - to provide information to all of those who 
plan to climb in a park. Like it or not, the NPS does have a degree of 
responsibility for the safety of all of those who enter the parks, 
whether they be climbers on the mountains or young children in a 
campground or visitors standing at the brink of a deep canyon. 
Many climbers planning a trip have appreciated the information 
and advice we have given them. 

In the editorial (Mountain 69)you state "In all countries there has 
been a long tradition of free access to the hills," and you express 
this fear that the mountains of the U.S.A. will become "the most 
highly restricted in the world" . Yet mountains in other countries 
have much stricter regulations . In Nepal, you must pay to climb, and 
in many areas climbing is closed by private land ownership. (We 
suspect this occurs more in Great Britain than in America - see 
letter in Mountain 53.) Mountains should be open to mountaineers 
everywhere but perhaps they cannot always be "free" in the sense 

that they belong on ly to mountaineers who do not wish to consider 
the opinions or feelings of those other than themselves. over the 
years and as times change, the trend in NPS "management" of 
mountaineering has been toward fewer and fewer restrictions. 

Several other items in the editorial deserve specific comment. 

You have mentioned aircraft and guns as being essential 
equipment for mountaineers. For your information, proposed 
regulations for the new NPS Alaskan National Monuments would 
allow the use of aircraft (helicopters only by permission) and the 
carrying of firearms. The Superintendent will have the authority to 
restrict such uses where necessary, but I can assure you that such 
restrictions - if imposed - would be neither arbitrary nor 
capricious. A superintendent has too many citizens and 
congressmen looking over his shoulder to allow him that freedom. 
Decisions are capricious only to those who disagree with them; 
they are usually termed "wise management" by those who like 
them. 

Incidentally, you also stated "In Alaska, bears eat people" -
which is true - " regularly" - which is not true. You might also add 
that in Alaska, mountains eat mountain climbers with a great deal 
more regularity than the bears. We do not have figures for the state 
as a whole, but since Mount McKinley National Park was 
established in 191 7, not a single person within the park htls been 
killed by a bear, while 35 climbers (and at least 40 persons in 
aircraft) have died on its mountains. 

Another important - but difficult - issue is the question of 
publicity ("popularization") and development of the parks. Again, I 
must note that we have a congressional mandate to provide for the 
use of the parks. We cannot sit behind our ivory towers and hope 
that no one visits. We provide information about the parks to those 
who request it and, at times, have published information about the 
parks. But I suspect we have done so less than those in the travel 
business (who have a financial stake in the parks) , those who 
publish magazines such as Mountain, or those visitors who spread 
the information by word of mouth . 

Most of the climbers who have been in to the Kichatna Spires 
have tried to jealosly guard "their" climbing area, and we, by not 
publicizing the area, have passively assisted them. And yet in 
Mountain 69, you have included an article on the Spires. If large 
numbers of climbers go to the area, and it becomes "overcrowded" , 
it will not be because of our actions. All of those who have a stake in 
these splendid areas must accept part of the responsibilityforwh~t 
the future brings to them. 

You asked what the NPS plans to do in Alaska. We hope that the 
above comments w ill give you some sense of the issues as seen by 
the National Park Service. The state of Alaska has suffered too 
many years from uncertain land status. The National Park Service is 
administering vast acreages in the state as a result of presidential 
proclamations. There is a possibility of congressional legislation 
which will yet change or modify much of the land status. We cannot 
state specifically how some areas will be managed until the 
uncertainty is removed, but we can say with optimism that the 
mountains of Alaska will always remain open for mountaineers. We 
also hope that mountaineers and the NPS co-operate, as they must 
if these great areas are to remain unchanged forfuturegenerations . 

One final note, the Alaskan Alpine Club (not to be confused with 
the Alaska Alpine Club) has stated that it is presently placing large 
metal signs stating "go home National Park Service" atop mountain 
peaks throughout the state of Alaska . It is sad that they must 
vandalize the very peaks that they say they wish to preserve in a 
pristine condition. Open discussions about the mountains and 
mountaineering regulations must take place, but does the conflict 
have to be carried into the mountains themselves? 
Robert A. Gerhard, Mountaineering Ranger, Mount McKinley 
National Park. 
Note. Discussion of this matter will be held over until Mountain 
72 to allow North American readers time to respond . 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Everest (29,028ft) 
The West German expedition 
succeeded in climbing the South 
Col route. Unfortunately after 
their successful ascent Ray 
Genet, the Alaskan guide and 
climber, and Hannelore Schmatz, 
the wife of Gerard Schmatz the 
expedition leader, were forced to 
bivouac at c27,000ft. Genet died 
of cold in the bivouac and Mrs 
Schmatz died as she was being 
brought down by the two sherpas 
climbing with them. She was the 
4th woman to climb Everest. 

Lhotse (27,645ft) 
The Silesian Himalaya Expedition 
(Poland) led by Adam Bilczewski , 
successfully repeated the original 
route. Andrzej Heinrich and Jerzy 
Kukuczka made the summit, 
without oxygen, on October 7. 
Andrzej Czok and Janusz Skorek 
repeated the climb, with oxygen, 
a day later. The third push, 
October 9, enabled Adam 
Bilczewski, Janus Baranek, 
Stanislaw Cholewa and Robert 
Niklas (West German) to reach 
the summit. This is the 5th 8,000 
metre peak climbed by a Polish 
Expedition. 

Nuptse (25,850ft) 
Doug Scotf and Georges Bettem
bour9 with Brian Hall and Alan 
Rouse, supported by Mike 
Covington, apparently succeeded 
in climbing the North Face from 
the Western Cwm during mid
October. More details when 
available. 

Kasam Kanguru (22,926ft) 
Scott and Bettembourg again 
with Mike Covington succeeded 
in climbing the N9rth Summit, via 
the North Ridge in a five day alpine 
ascent in late September. 

Annapurna 1 (26,504ft) 
_The American Expedition 
climbing the North Side route was 
struck by disaster when an 
avalanche is presumed to have 
wiped out Camp 4 at 21,300ft. 
Maynard Cohick, Gil Harder (US) 
and Eric Roberts (UK) were 
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THEANDES 

PERU 

Tsacra Grande Oeste 
18,337ft 
The first ascent and first traverse 
of this peak was made May 22 by 
Brian Hall, Nicolas Jaeger and 
Alan Rouse. They climbed the 
1,700ft North West Face, TD, and 
descended by the South West 
arete South East Face. 

Tsacra Chico Norte 
18,087ft 
Philippe Charliat, Brian Hall, 
Nicolas Jaeger and Alan Rouse 
climbed and descended the North 
East Face (1,000ft AD) May 27. 

The Rasacs 
Nicolas Jaeger soloed the first 
complete traverse of these peaks 
on May 28/29. He climbed the 
West Face of Rasac Oeste 
(18, 700ft; 1, 750ft TD sup) then 
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presumed killed in this camp at 
the top of the Dutch Rib. 

Manaslu North (23,480ft) 
A Czech expedition led by Jan 
Cervinka was successful in 
climbing the peak in early 
October, via the East Face. 

Dhaulagiri Group 
A large Japanese expedition, led 
by the only woman member Mrs 
(Dr) Michiko Takahai, succeeded 
in a massiv.e traverse of this 
group. 
Starting from White Peak 
(20,997ft) they traversed 
Dhaulagiri 5 (24,993ft) Dhaulagiri 
3 (25,312ft) Dhaulagiri 2 
(25,430ft) and Snow Peak 
(20,883ft). The team had Base 
Camps at both ends of the 
traverse, the total length of which 
exceeds 15 miles. 

KARAKORAM 

K2 (28,250ft) 
The French expedition abandoned 
their. attempt on the South south 
west Ridge when less than 500ft 
from the summit in mid
September because of appalling 
weather. (Heavy snowfall, 
extreme wind, great cold; 
basically, winter weather.) It was 
felt that to press on would inevi
tably cause an accident. 
Poor weather had slowed 
progress down during the entire 
trip. Not until mid August did the 
lead team (Seigneur, Boivin, 
Fargeas, Galy and Mellet) 
establish Camp 5 at 26,500ft. 
The back up team of Beghin, 
Cordier, Monaci and Mosca 
continued to equip the climb. The 
highest camp, Camp 7 at 
27,750ft, was not installed until 
September 14th. Obviously the 
climbing was as hard as · 
anticipated. Nevertheless 7 of the 
climbers reached 27,000ft 
without the use of oxygen. 
The valiant effort was marred by 
the death,of a heart attack,of 
Laskar Khan, one of the high 
altitude porters, at 23,600ft 
whilst ferrying loads to Camp 4. 
During the course of the trip Jean 
Marc Boivin broke the world high 

descended to the col between the 
West Principal summits, climbed 
the West Face of Rasac (19,816ft; 
1,600ft D sup) and descended by 
the North Ridge going over Rasac 
Central ( 18,428ft). 

Nevado Huascaran 
22,205ft 
Nicolas Jaeger set up a camp very 
near to the summit intending to 
spend 100 days alone there to 
research the effects of altitude 
and solitude on the human 
physiology. Jaeger, who is a 
doctor of medicine, took with 
him some 600Ibs of food and 
equipment for his stay. 
Commencing in early July, Jaeger 
remained in his high camp for 
some 70 days before increasingly 
bad weather forced him down the 
mountain. It will be interesting to 
see the result of the physiological 
and psychological tests he did on 

Above: Choricho Peak (Paiju 2) showing the line of the climb reported in 
Mountain 69. Photo: Wade. 

altitude hang gliding record. 
Launching from Camp 4 at 
24,934ft, in a specially adapted 
glider weighing only half normal 
weight, he took 13 minutes for 
the 8, 500ft descent to Base 
Camp. Despite the extreme cold 
he reckoned that it was better 
than fixed ropes for descending! 

Broad Peak (26,400ft) 
An Austrian expedition, including 
Hans Schell and Kurt Diemberger 
succeeded in climbing the 
mountain. This is Diemberger's 
2nd climb of the mountain and 
his 5th 8,000 metre peak; it is 
Schei l' s 3rd. No details of the 
route taken. 
The Spanish expedition later in 
the year failed to climb the 
mountain because of the same 
bad weather that afflicted the 
French on K2. 

Trivor (25,656ft) 
A Czech expedition failed to climb 
either the South East Ridge or the 

'American' Route on the North 
West Face. Both attempts failed at 
about 23,300ft because of wet 
ice and heavy snow. The 
expedition also admitted that they 
were hampered by imperfect 
maps and photo-documentation . 

Correction 
The comment about Messner's 
record on 8,000m peaks should 
have read:-
"Reinhold Messner has climbed 
his last three 8,000m peaks 
without oxygen." 
He has climbed all 5 (6 with 
Nanga Parbattwice) that he has 
done without himself using 
climbing oxygen. The Manaslu 
expedition took oxygen but 
Messner did not use it. 

Correspondents: Cheney, Hawley, 
Contamine, Sames, Nyka. 

Above : Nicholas Jaeger soloing on Yerupaja. Photo: Charliat. 



himself. The only conclusion so 
far announced is that his weight 
loss was less than 1 Olbs. 

Ninashanca 18,494ft 
Brian Hall and Alan Rouse made 
the first ascent of the impressive 
and savage West Face by the West 
Spur on June 3/ 4 (2,500ft ED). 
Descent was down the North East 
Ridg'e~ace. 

Verupaja 21, 765ft 
Nicolas Jaeger soloed the climb 
after taking his film cameraman, 
Philippe Charliat, and Peruvian 
assistant, Alfonso Solano 
Morales, to the col below the 
south summit. 

EAST AFRICA 

Trapecio 18,547ft 
Brian Hall , Nicolas Jaeger and 
Alan Rouse made the first ascent 
of the South West Ridge (1,500ft 
ED) on June 13/ 14. Hall and 
Rouse returned the same way, but 
Jaeger continued to solo to 
descend the North Ridge North 
East Face to make the first 
traverse of the mountain. This 
was to have been the start of the 
'Grand Traverse of the 
Huayhuash ' but a combination of 
the usual deep, poor Andean 
snow, the large sacks they were 
carrying, poor weather forecasts 
and the magnitude of the task in 
front of them (Rouse estimated 
50 days for the complete traverse 

Mt. Kenya, Barefoot 
Nelion 17022ft: 

Widely reported in the mass 
media as an 'unknown barefoot 
holy man' Ephraim M'lkiara was 
actually making his 3rd ascent of 
the peak, when he met two British 
climbers in the Lobonar Hut, a 
bivouac near the summit. He was 
later spotted from the air by 
Rescue Team members. 52 year 
old Ephraim comes from 
Ntharene, Meru, where he is 
known as an eccentric but 
genuinely principled man . 
(Previously he had obtained much 
food on credit for local poor 
people and paid the debt 
himself). Ephraim, a Christian, 
climbs Nelion at "God's 
instructions" to pray for the 
world . After his first climb in 
1974 he was arrested by the 
Rangers and sent home. To avoid 
such hassle he remained 
undetected in 1978 and 
uncatchable by dint of superior 
local knowledge and great speed, 
this year. 
Ephraim actually wears 
wellingtons for the approach, 
socks ('to keep warm') for the 
climb and takes kit that includes a 
bible, 25ft of rope and a gas cart
ridge ('up there in the huts are 
stoves, all you need is your own 
cylinder'). Whilst climbing he 
uses his kit-bag as a counter
weight on ledges. The ascent took 
him 4 days from the valley and his 
dearest wish now is "for the 

THE ALPS 

Commissioner to allow me to go 
up the mountain when the Lord 
instructs me to." Seems 
reasonable. 

Mount Kenya 17 ,058ft 
This past season saw the 
emergence of what could well be 
one of the finest, and most 
difficult, rock routes on the moun
tain when the Eastern Groove 
of Ne/ion received its second and 
third ascents. This direct line (first 
climbed by Allan and Howell, see 
notes in Mountain 64). had its 
second ascent by British climbers 
Richard Toon and Brian Melling. 
This party spent three days on the 
route. The third ascent was by 
British climbers Ed Hart a_nd Mick 
Hattier with American Matt 
Christensen. This team were able 
to climb the route completely 
free. South African visitors 
Herman Vogl and Alan Lambert; 
and Erwin Muller and Herbert 
Seu ring climbed the West Ridge 
of Batian (V) . Elsewhere on the 
mountain the Ice Window Route 
and the Diamond Couloir received 
their usual traffic from ropes of 
Americans, British, French, Yugo
slavian and Spanish . The latter 
route had its share of dramatics 
when a Frenchman took a 200ft 
fall from the lip of the Headwall. 
He suffered a bruised elbow! The 
mention of the freeing of Batian's 
Diamond Buttress Original Route 
(VI) (Mountain 67) was wrong. In 

in the prevailing conditions!) led 
them to abandon the attempt. 

CHILE 

Alto de los Leones, 
Southwest Pillar 
17,864ft 

Alto de los Leones is one of the 
most difficult summits in the 
Central Andes of Chile. Despite 
the mountain's easy accessibility. 
(it is 70kms notheast of 
Santiago) and its ready visibility 
from the Pam -American Highway, 
the mountain had until now only 
one route (with small variants) 
with only ten recorded ascents 
since it was first climbed in 1939. 
Between January 10-19, 1979 

fact, Fantini, and Macmullan were 
unable to eliminate the aid moves 
on the crack leading to the 
tension traverse. 

Kilimanjaro 19,340ft 
Worthy of note is the ascent of 
the Heim Glacier(IV) by a group of 
seven visitors from the American 
tour company, Mountain Travel. 
The group, who's combined 
technical climbing experience 
extended no further than what 
had been gained a week earlier on 
Mount Kenya in the form of a 
training programme, was guided 
by Tropical Ice guides lain Allan 
and Vince Fayad. Although not 
too demanding,in a sustained 
technical sense, the Heim is 
approximately 5,000ft in length, 
and is situated in a very remote 
part of the mountain. From a 
bivouac at the glacier snout, the 
nine climbers climbed to their 
second bivouac at 18,200ft. The 
following day the entire group 
reached the summit. 

Hell's Gate Gorge 
Standards in the Gorge have 
soared recently after a strong 
British team spent several days 
there. Ed Hart, Mick Hattier and 
Matt Christensen removed all aid 
from Capital Punishment (24). 
then Hart and Christensen freed 
First Aid(25) - probably the 
hardest rock climb in the country. 
Hart and Chris Gibb repeated 
Future Shock (22). while ascents 
were made of Merlin (19) and 
Olympian (19). Nick Kekus and 
Richard Cox made the 2nd (first 
free ascent) of Big Corner (20). 
Also worth mentioning was the 
fifth ascent of Andromeda (21) by 

Gino Gasassa, Alejandro lquierdo 
and Jim Lindsay made a new 
route up the South-west Pillar. 
The difficulties of the rotten rock 
on the lower section were avoided 
by a steep snow gully which led to 
a shoulder ( 14, 750ft) . The 850ft 
pillar above gave VS and HVS 
climbing with one A 1 pitch. From 
the top of the pillar the route 
traversed left to climb steep snow 
and rock walls to the summit. The 
final 150ft rock step gave the 
most difficult climbing on the 
route (HVS,A3) and also the worst 
rock. The summit was reached by 
Gasassa and lquierdo on January 
18th. 

Correspondents: Jaeger, Lindsay. 

Christensen and Hart. This was 
the second completely free ascent 
of the route, and both admitted 
the finish was 'pretty scary' . The 
only new route done recently was 
An Old Slab ( 19, A 1). by lain Allan 
and Mark Savage. 

Embaribal 
Local climbers have focused their 
attention on this crag situated 
only 25 miles from Nairobi . First 
climbed upon 12 years ago, the 
cliff was promptly forgotten 
about. Now climbers have found 
some of the hardest potential 
crag climbing in Kenya exists 
here. The cliff has a tendency 
towards off-width climbing . 
Already a few classics have 
yielded in the shape of Rapier ( 16) 
by Allan and MacMullan; Last 
Tangle in Paris (17); Way of the 
Wild (18); Law of the Jungle (17) 
all by Allan and Fayad; Mirage 
(18) by Allan and Howell. All 
these routes would be HVS-XS in 
U.K. The most difficult climb to 
date is Endangered Species (20), 
which resulted after the freeing of 
an aid route by Allan and Fayad. 

Nithi Gorge 
In this rarely visited area East of 
Mount Kenya, Nick Kekus and 
Richard Cox made the 2nd ascent 
of Ricochette (Snyder/Howell, 
1971) and report the existence of 
'many hard possibilities.' 
Correspondents : Allan, Karimi, 
Kekus. 

Jorasses: New Route, Walker Blasted 
I\/IONT BLANC 

Grandes Jorasses: North 
Face 
The much sought after line 
between the Walker Spur and the 
Desmaison Route was climbed by 
a Czech party July 25-29. Ludek 
Slechta, Jiri Svejda, Jaroslav Kutil 
and Tomee Prochaska call the 
route :'Rolling Stones". It has 
pitches of 6 and A3 and is the 
17th climb on the Face. Ludek 
Slechta was hit by stones some 
350ft below the summit and 
evacuated by helicopter. 
Rob Milne (US) and Tony 

Saunders (UK) made the probable 
second ascent of the 
MacIntyre/ Todd line. They report 
the climb to be safe from 
stonefall, as the Shroudwas raked 
by rockfall the same day, but that 
after a serac fall at the top. The 
upper pitches are Scottish Grade 
5. 
Antonio Trabado (Spain) made a 
solo ascent, probably the third, of 
The Shroud on September 6th. 
In a bizarre incident, apparently 
the culmination of several years 
work on both sides, police 
arrested 4 Swiss crystal 
collectors who had been using a 
helicopter to transport their booty 

from France to Switzerland where 
it fetches a higher price. On this 
occasion the Swiss team had 
used explosive to blast some¾ 
ton of quartz crystal pillars from 
the foot of the Walker Spur. 
Climbers bivouacing on the climb 
and the guardian of the Leschaux 
hut gave the alert . After some 
minor James Bondery by a Gen
darmerie helicopter on the 
Leschaux Glacierthe men were 
taken to Bonneville Gaol to await 
trial on charges of theft, damage 
to a National Park and trans
porting explosives across a 
National Border - it is not known 
whether prisoners in French 

Gaols still have to break rocks 
during their sentence! 

Les Droites: North Face 
Jan Semon and Jin Slavik (Czech) 
climbed a new line to the left of 
the Couzy Spur with one bivouac 
at the summit. The steep climb 
has several pitches of 6 sup and 
A2. The Cornau/Davaille was done 
for the first time by a Spaniard, 
Luis Fraga, with the German 
Michael Hoffman; they finished 
by a more direct line than normal. 
Three other Spaniards, Javier 
Alonso, C Tamayo and J Sancris
tobal made the second ascent of 
the American Couloirwith one 
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bivouac. 

Petit Dru: North Face 
Jan Semon and Jin Slavik 
climbed a new direct line between 
the Lesueur and Polish routes July 
28 -30 with many passages of 6 
andsomeA1 . 
Patrick Berhault, Claudes and 
Yves Remy climbed a new line on 
the North Face July 15/16. They 
took a diagonal left to right line 
from a start parallel to the Guides 
Route, they climbed to the Niche 
and then continued diagonally to 
meet the classic Allain-Leninger 
Route at the last chimney. The 
climb was very hard; 2,800ft 
long, TD sup, 12 points of aid, 16 
hours climbing time. 

Aiguille du Chardonnet: 
South Face 
Jean Franck Charlet and Raymond 
Ducroz climbed the South Spur 
of the Gendarme 3660. The 
1,500ft climb took 7 ½ hours , TD . 
Patrick Gabbarou and Paul 
Michod climbed a new route up 
mixed ground on the North West 
Face, grade D. 

Point de Pre de Bar 
Rene Ghilini and Jean Franck 
Charlet climbed the steep 70 
degree ice gully to the left of the 
Breche Nord. The ice and mixed 
climbing was 'very interesting' 
and took ten hours. 

Aiguille d' Argentiere 
A new line on the South Face of 
the Plateau was climbed by the 
guide Georges Bettembourg and 
Madame Paula Chevasse. The 
climb, made in late July was 
1, 100ft, ED and took 12 hours. 

Breche de la Domino 
The first ascent of the North West 
Face was made by Jean Franck 
Charlet and Raymond Ducroz. The 
1,650ft climb on poor rock and 
mixed ground with several 
pitches of '5 sup' in the upper 
section took 9 hours. The party 
descended by the Italian Face 
completing the 1st traverse of the 
breche. 

Aiguille de Talefre: North 
Face 
Patrick Gabarrou and Maurice 
Bethermin climbed a new line on 
this face in July. 2,200ft long on 
mixed ground with pitches of 4 
and 5, the climb took 17 hours 
because during the climb 
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Gabarrou was badly injured in the 
shoulder after a fall. 

Pointe Centrale de 
Frebouze 
Jean Franck Charlet, Rene Ghilini 
and Gilles Peyraulet made the first 
ascent of the North West Face one 
day during June. The initial 
1,000ft are in a steep ice gully 
which leads to a very steep ice 
field below the final 250ft rock 
wall. The rock is good and the 
route is TD/TD sup according to 
conditions. 

Monte Gruetta: East Face 
The first ascent of this face was 
made on August 4/ 5 by Frederick 
Faure and Jean Bernera. The 
1,650ft climb is TD sup. 

Aiguille de Leschaux: 
North East Face 
John Barry and Dave Nicholls 
(UK) climbed a new line at the 
left side of the face in July. The 
2,500ft climb follows the north 
facing couloir next left from the 
Gogna/Rava Route. Graded ED. 
'like Smith 's Gully on Meagaidh', 
the climb took 12 hours. 

Col des Petites Jorasses: 
North West Face 
Patrick Gabarrou and Paul Michod 
climbed the 60-70 degree, ice 
runnel on this face on July 1st. 
The four hour climb, best done 
early in the season, permits the 
Aiguille de leschaux to be climbed 
entirely on snow/ ice from the 
northern side. 

Mont Blanc: Freney Face 
Steve Parr and Tom Curtiss (UK) 
made the 4th ascent of the 
Bonatti/Zapelli in 10 hours 
climbing on August 22nd. They 
report it to be less difficult than is 
implied in both the French and 
English guide-books and a worth 
while route is an exhilerating 
position, a good and varied alter 
native to the other more popular 
routes in the vicinity. 
Earlier, August 12/ 13, Parr and 
Roger Everett climbed the Right 
Hand Pillar of Freney (Gervasuttl) 
in snowy conditions. Parr also 
made three good solo climbs 
during the season : the Trio/et 
North Face, The Sentinelle Rouge 
and the Bettembourg Route, North 
Face Aiguille d 'Argentiere. This 
last was a first solo ascent of what 
is described as an objectively 
dangerous climb . 

Above: Gran des Jorasses (left) Les Droites (centre) and Dru, North Face, 
showing the line of this year's new climbs. The left hand line on the Dru is the 
Semon/Slavik the right-hand is the Berhault/Remy. Photos: Jurgen Winkler. 

Brenva Face 
Gianni Camino and Gian Carlo 
Grassi climbed the seracs to the 
left of The Pear, 1 0/ 11 July. The 
route is comparable to the 
Japanese Route, Grand Pitier 
d'Angle. The steepest ice is about 
55 degrees but the immense risk 
and objective danger mean that 
the climb is only possible under 
perfect freezing conditions. TD, 8 
hours. 

Grand Pilier de l'Angle 
Bernard Muller made the first solo 
ascent of the Cecchinel/Nomine in 
5 hours (plus two hours to the 
summit) on July 25th; the ascent 
was filmed . 
Luis Fraga and Javier Alonso took 
a line to the left of the Becker/ 
Beaumont, crossing to the pillar 
high up near the Bonatti/Zapelli 
which climb is joined on the final 
slopes, TD sup, 8 hours. 

Mont Maudit: East Face 
Patrick Gabarrou and Bernard 
Muller climbed the Androsace 
Couloir. The 2,000ft climb took 6 
hours. The climbing is mixed, 
mostly icy, with one pitch of 80 to 
90 degrees. D sup. 

Col Maudit 
On July 4th Gianni Camino and 
Gian Carlo Grassi made the first 
ascent of the Grand Couloir (South 
East) and the Central Serac. The 
climb involves some very steep 
ice to get out of the central 'ice 
cave' (80 degrees). TD, 4 hours 
20 minutes climbing time. 

Aiguille du Geant 
Patrick Gabarrou and Bernard 
Muller climbed the steep ice gully 
on the North Face in June. From a 
bivouac at the foot of the face the 
1,800ft climb took 11 hours 
with several pitches between 65 
and 75 degrees and one 'vertical 
and overhanging' pitch. TD. 

Mont Blanc de Tacul: East 
Face 
Jean Francois Hagen muller and 
Serge Koenig climbed a new line 
on the Pitier des Trois Pointes (to 
the left of the Gervasutti Pillar) 
1,300ft, 6 pitons and rack of nuts 
needed, good rock. ED inf, 7 
hours. 
The same pair also climbed a 

1, 1 00ft TD/ TD sup route on good 
rock up the pillar immediately to 
the right of the Martinetti Pillar. 
The Super Couloirwas done 
several times besides the two solo 
ascents reported in Mountain 69. 
Javier Alonso and C Tamayo 
(Spain) Dave Cuthbertson and 
Zander McAllister, Rab Anderson 
and Ian Kennedy (Scotland) all 
climbed the route in the 
accepted, roped, style. 

Aiguille du Plan 
Gaston Rebuff at and Michel 
Vaucher climbed a new line to the 
left of the Ryan/Loch matter and to 
the right of the Couloir du Pain du 
Sucre. the 1,650ft climb took one 
day, several pitches of 5 , grade D. 

Aiguille des Pelerins: 
North Face 
A new line, to the right of the 
Reppe/in Route, was climbed by 
Philippe Grenier and Antoine . 
Noury. The pair took two bivoua cs 
and 25 hours climbing time for 
the 2 ,000ft TD sup. 

Aiguille de la Republique : 
North Face 
The first solo ascent of the North 
Gully (between the Welzenbach 
and Bouchard Routes) was mad e 
in poor conditions, necessitating 
self-belaying, by Patric~ 
Gabarrou. 

Dent du Caiman 
Pierre Lesueur and his son 
Michael made the second ascent 
of the artificial route put up by 
Pierre and Henry Lesueur 
(brothers) 28 years ago in 1951 ! 

Aiguilles Rouge 
Roland Ravanel and Rene 
Megevend climbed a direct line 
on the South Face of the Grand 
Perron. 1,000ft, D, many pitons. 

Solo Climbs 
Patrick Berhault's full record of 
climbs this season is remarkable. 
He soloed the Lagarde-Segogne 
Cou/oir, Aiguille du Plan (4 ½ 
hours); Super Couloir, Mont Blanc 
de Tacul (3½ hours); the Terray/ 
Rebuffat route, North face Aiguille 
des Pelerins (4 hours); the Cornau/ 
Davaille, North Face, Les Droites 
(5½ hours); the Grand Pitier 



d'Angle twice - the Dufour/Frehel 
with Boivin/Vallencant gully (3 
hours) and Bonatti/Zapelli ( 1 
hour 50 minutes), after the first 
he took 5 ½ hours to reach the 
summit of Mont Blanc in bad 
weather, after the second he took 
2 hours for the Peuterey arete; 
Carpentier Pillar, Grands Charmoz 
(5 hours); North East couloir of the 
Drus (6½ hours). The 22 year old 
French climber also climbed the 
West Face of the Blaitiere with 
Bernard Langlois and the new 
route on the Drus reported 
elsewhere in this issue. He rates 
the hardest ice pitches he did as 
the following - 1. the Super 
Couloir 2. the Boivin/Vallencant 
gully 3. the runnel on the 
Cornau/Davaille 4. the Dru 
Couloir. 
Earlier in the year Berhault and 
Patrick Ed linger made the first 
winter ascent of the Chere 
Couloir, North Face, Aiguille du 
Midi. 
Patrick Ed linger made a solo 
ascent of the Kelle Route, South 
East Face, Tete d'Aval de Mont
brisson, in 2 ½ hours from the foot 
of the face. 
Edlinger also soloed both the 
Bonatti Route, North East Face 
Pie Coolidge and the Fourastier 
Route, Ailefroide Central. Starting 
at 1 Opm he finished both routes 
by daybreak. 
Berhault also made the first 
winter ascent of the Super Couloir 
with Philippe Martinez (Mountain 
67). Martinez soloed the Beth
mann/Omweg on the North 
northwest Face, Breithorn (Valais) 
in 2 hours. The 3,500ft TD was 
also soloed by H Giot in 2½ 
hours. Martinez has also made 
many solo climbs at a high 
standard on French and Dolomite 
Limestone, both in ascent and 
descent. 
Martin Moran (UK) made the first 
solo ascent of the British route, 
Piz Badi/e. He climbed the 2,500ft 
grade 6, A2 climb on the 23/4th 
July 1979. He comments on the 
seriousness and lack of pitons on 
the crux section. 

Grand Traverse 
Michel Berruex, Louis Audoubert, 
Pierre Luneau and Michel 
Mabillon took 15 days, from 2-16 
September, to make the longest 
and most extensive traverse yet of 
the Mont Blanc chain. Starting 
from the Albert Premiere Hut they 
covered 25 miles, 25 summits, 10 
cols, each carrying 40Ibs, using 
five food dumps eight bivouacs, 
five nights in huts, and keeping in 
touch with the PGHM by radio, 
finishing at the Tre/atete Hut. They 
were only caught out once in bad 
weather; on the climb from the 
Col des Hirondelles to the Gran des 
Jorasses. 

Records 
Christian Roussel (France) 
improved his record for the Circuit 
of Mont Blanc (see Mountain 67) 
when with Jacques Berlie (Swiss) 
he completed the journey in 21 
hours 48 minutes. 
Jean Pierre Bernard (also see 
Mountain 67) improved the 
record time for the Chamonix
Zermatt Haute Route to an even 
24 hours! 
Willy Moser, from Stuttgart, 
spent the first 1 5 days of 
September in a sort of igloo a few 
feet from the summit of Mont 
Blanc in an effort to help medical 
research. His effort is somewhat 
upstaged by Nicholas Jaeger (see 
Andes). 

Accidents 
Accidents in the Mont Blanc 
Massif for the first 9 months of 
1979 showed an increase of 17 
per cent over 1978 figures to a 
total of 255. 51 people died, 5 
disappeared; 207 were injured; 
155 insurance claims and 10 
taken ill. 80 per cent of these 
accidents were on ice, snow or 
mixed ground in the mountains. 
55 per cent of the victims were 
foreigners. 
Over the last five years there has 
been a 60 per cent increase in the 
number of accidents. Figures for 
the increase in the number of 
climbers are not available, but 
only 7 per cent of this year's 
accidents were due to objective 
danger. 90 per cent of 1979 
accidents were due to 
incompetence on the part of the 
climbers. 

OISANS 
Pelvoux: Pointe Puiseux 
Gaston Rebuffat and Alain 
Rebreyend climbed a new line 
between the West Ridge and the 
North Face. The 1, 750ft rock 
climb, on good rock with many 
grade 5 pitches took 5 ½ hours 
and is TD. 

Pie Sans Norn 
Pierre Forges and party climbed a 
new line on the North Face. They 
took a line to the right of The 
Cambon/Francou Direct to give 
1, 750ft of ED rock climbing on 
superb granite. The 15 hour climb 
was called 'La Voie du Souvenir'. 

Dome de Neige des Ecrins 
Jean Marc Boivin, Francois 
Diaferia and Gerard Vionnet made 
the 1st ascent of the Central Ice 
Gully on the North West Face. The 
3,500ft climb is easy for the first 
750ft but then follows a very 
delicate 80 degree section and 
450ft of vertical ice. One bivouac 
was made below the summit. 

Meije: North Face 
Louis Audoubert, Marc Batard 
and Paul Vuillard climbed an 
'extremely interesting' direct 
route. Starting at the lowest point 
of the face, to the right of the 
Renaud Route, goes through the 
central barrier of the 'Z' and 
rejoins the Renaud high on the 
face, following it to the top. 
2,000ft, TD, one bivouac, 22 
hours climbing. 

VALAIS 

Breithorn: North Face 
Patrick Gabarrou and Maurice 
Bethermin climbed a new line on 
the North Face of the West 
Summit in early October. 
Conditions were described as 
'quasi-winter'. 

BERNESE OBERLAND 

Paul Bates and Trevor Briggs 
soloed the Monch, South Face and 
climbed the Heibler/Gross, 
Ebnefluh; Lauper, North Face, 
Monch; Studerhorn, North Face, 
Original Route. 
They report that the motor boat 
service from Grimsel has been 
out of action for 3 years. Also'that 
the time from Lauteraarto the Arr 
Bivouac Hut should be the longer 
2½ hours. Both these are 
incorrect in the 1979 British 
Guide. 

ALPINE FREE CLIMBING 
A great upsurge of inters! in free 
climbing alpine routes is 
apparent. Separate centres of 
initiation are appearing in East 
Switzerland, South Germany, and 
France with teams from these 
areas climbing at high standards 
on old mixed routes in these 
areas:- Wetterstein, Kaiser, Bert
chesgarten, Dolomites, Urner Alps 
(Salbitschijen etc.); Ratikon Alps 
(E. Switz.) and of course the 
Western Alps. Several teams are 
doing first free ascents of routes 
with continuous 5b and 5c 
sections of excellent free 
climbing, graded at Alpine grade 
VIII (based on the VII given to the 
Pumprisse -which is generally 
considered to be not the hardest 
by this years standards). All these 
routes of course tend to have 
superb protection from the old 
peg ascents, the harder the pitch, 
the more pegs there are,which 
can make free ascents very fast 
and enjoyable affairs! 
The first female ascent of The 
Pumprisse, was by the German 
girl Christel Feederle with the 
Swiss Hans Howald during late 
1978. 
The pair also climbed Philip 
Flamm on the Civetta, the Carlesso 
on the Torre Trieste and other 1st 
free ascents (including the 1st free 
of Salbitsch1/en West Ridge) in the 
Swiss Alps during 1978. 
Throughout the Dolomites now 
there is a conscious effort to free 
climb routes, hundreds having 
being climbed free (both the 
Vinatzer Route on Marmo/a ta S. 
Face and The Comici Dimai on The 
Cima Grande were free climbed in 
the early 70's (see Mountain 69). 
On the Civetta, North West Face, in 
July the mixed pair Anders 
Lundahl and Eva Selin 
(Sweden) made a repeat ascent 
of The Friends Route. It took them 
nearly 10 hours to do so; all free, 
with a slight variation on the 
yellow, loose pillar (VI). Next day 
they finished up the very uninspir
ing Sollf;_der, a dirty history (and 
wet) ... 
Peter Livesey, as a contribution to 
this "Save the pitons from etrier 
damage year", with Nicko 
Mailander (who along with Kurt 
Albert and Richard Muhe is one of 
the leading German exponents of 
free climbing in the Alps) free 
climbed the West Face Cima 
Scotoni (Lacadelli route) with a 
first pitch of VIII (6a) and two 
higher of VI + (5a/b) - a remote 
serious face with few pegs and a 
loose upper section. South East 
Pillar, Pilastro di Razes (Tofana, 
1,850ft). This popular classic 
gave a superb free climb with two 
wild roofs of 8ft and 3ft with 
300ft of solid 5b climbing 
between them. The climb has 
three 5b pitches, two of 5a and 
the crux is a 5c/6a section over 
the first big roof (Alpine VII+). 
Their best effort was a virtually 
free ascent of what is now 
undoubtedly the hardest climb in 
the Dolomites, the Brandler/Hasse 
route on the Rotwand. They had to 
use six points of aid on a bolt 
ladder on pitch 7 (it may go free 
with prior cleaning at about 6c). 
The climbing on this 1,500ft 
overhanging face is continuously 
difficult but good, with pitches of 
VIII, V, V, V, VI, VII/Al, VIII, VII, 
VIII, VI, V, VII+, (in UK grades 
this means three pitches of 5c/6a, 
three of 5c and two of 5b with 
easy pitches in 1 3. The route 
compares favourably with the 
Yosemite classics of Astroman, 
Chouinard/Herbert and North 

west Face, Half Dome, though is 
more serious than these. (Livesey ?)· 
estimates, 'it is more comparable 
with the hardest Diamond free 
routes, though longer and 
perhaps a bit harder'). '! 
French Limestone 
Robert Flematti, Jean-Paul Favre
Tissot, and Jacques Marie Bourget 
established a big new aid line on 
the Mag/and Wall (Arve Valley). The 
1,350ft climb took two bivouacs, 
34 hours climbing, 30 bolts, 70 
pitons and many hanging belays, 
the rock is excellent. Earlier, on 
the same wall, J M Choffat, C 
Chene, Land H Boissier climbed 
an ED sup, A3 line; no further 
details. 
In the Vercors, Pete Livesey and 
Nikko Mailander made the first 
free ascent of the Arc de Circle, 
Gerbier. The 1,400ft route is very 
fine with four 5b pitches in the 
lower groove and crucial pitches 
of 5b and 5c in the second 
section of cracks above the cave. 
The same pair also climbed the 
Right Hand Pillar, Gerbier, giving a 
very hard 650ft free, face route 
with four consecutive 5c pitches, 
'with a touch of 6a', and very 
good climbing. They also made 
the second ascent, first free, of 
the direct route on the Pitier de la 
Double Breche; 650ft, 5c/6a. 
Olivier Schulz, Pascal Sombardier 
and Bruno Douillet climbed the 
big roof at the right hand side of 
the Paroi de la Sure. The 800ft 
overhanging wall, with one 40ft 
roof, took 40 hours climbing with 
some very delicate aid on 
compact rock, 155 pitons. The 
same three, with Francoise 
Boissin, Frederic Bru·melot and 
Sylvain Cavallini made the first 
ascent of the Red Wall, Rochers de 
Pres/es. The 1, 100ft climb needed 
10 bolts and many hook moves. 
They worked on Devils Hooks, as 
they called the climb, for a week. 

Switzerland 
Pat Littlejohn and Steve Jones 
free climbed the 850ft South Wall 
of the South East Ridge of the 
Winterstock in Central 
Switzerland. They report that 
the rock climbing is good, all free 
and hammerless. 
In July 1979 W. Kraus and S. 
Schwarz free climbed the South
Pillar, Gandschijen in the Urner 
Alps/Switzerland. That is now the 
first grade 8 climb in Switzer
land. 
In late summer 1 979 Hans 
Howald, mostly with Christel 
Feederle climbed about 9 new 
routes on Handegg-Grimsel, a 
new, superb climbing area in 
Switzerland (see photo diagram). 
In general the possibilities and 
the type of climbing can be 
compared with that on Glacier 
Point Apron in Yosemite. 
The area is easily accessible (15 
minutes from the car), has perfect 
granite with a lot of friction, most 
routes are very well, often bolt
protected and camping is 
possible near the routes (please 
keep clean). 
The slabs are called the Handegg
walls. They are situated near the 
power station at Handegg on the 
Grimsel Pass. (By car from Berne 
over Interlaken - Meiringen to 
Hand egg on the route to the 
Grimsel Pass. The route is closed 
in winter from about November to 
beginning of May).) 
Most climbs are about 11 pitches 
but some are only 5 pitches. Most 
of the routes are totally equipped. 
The length of a pitch is normally 
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40, but sometimes 45 metres. 
Descent is often by rapelling the 
specially prepared routes. 
These are Schiefer Fraum, Boulder 
Highway and Zufallsweg. The 
most recommended climbs are 
Spiegelweg and Siebenschlafer, 
Boulder Highway and Quarzriss. 
Nearly all routes were first done in 
1979. Today it is one of the best 
rock-climbing areas in Switzer
land. 

Germany 
Two German free climbing areas 
that might be of interest: The 
Danube Valley south of Stuttgart 
has several cliffs and spires in 
limestone up to 450ft in height 
giving numerous classic free 
climbs up to 5.10 in standard, in 
superb setting alongside the 
Danube itself, and only 1-2 hours 
drive from the Swiss Alps. The 
other area is the Rhineland Pfaltz, 
a giant area of hundreds of 
sandstone spires and cliffs in 
classic position on hilltops in a 
heavly forested area. It lies on the 
French border and west of the 
Rhine around Karlsruhe. The rock 
gives excellent routes in a truly 
Transylvanian setting on a hard, 
gritstone-like sandstone 
averaging 300ft in height. Climbs 
here are found in all grades up to 
the very hardest, normally with 
good bolt protection. 

Correspondents: Contamine, Gay
Coutet, Livesey, Howald. 

AUSTRALIA 

MtArapiles 

The remarkable development of 
Australia's hardest area continues 
without respite. Again Kim Carri
gan has been the dominant 
activist. He put up Australia's first 
two grade 27s when he freed the 
old aid problems Yesterday and 
Denim (pitch one) in quick 
succession. Both are sustained 
and extremely overhanging crack 
problems. Yesterday has not been 
repeated in its free state but 
visiting American climber Tobin 
Sorenson repeated Denim after a 
number of attempts and said it 
was 'hard' (American 5.12). (He 
said that some, only, of Austra 
lia's 26s equal American 5.12 and 
all 27s would be 5.12 in the 
U.S.A.) 
Carrigan freed the four-metre 
ceiling on Tiger Wall, Fox on a Hot 
Thin Roof, after five days and 
graded it 28. This grade did not 
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Above : the Cirque de Gavarnie, Pyrenees. ( 1 J Diedre des Mystiques (650ft, TD, 5 hours). (2) Banana Split (650ft TD, 5 
hours). (3) Voie originale 1887 (750ft TD, 5 hours). (4) Voie du fluide Glacial (750ft ED, 11 hours). (5) Cascade des 
Bauza yous (950ft ED, 8 hours). (6) La Ruflette (950ft ED, 8 hours). (7) L'Essuie Glace (950ft ED inf, 8 hours). 0- Voie 
de /'Overdose (1,400ft ED, 3 days). All routes done in winters 1977/8/9. Full topos available, send return postage. 
Photo: Dominque Julien. 
Below: Key to Handegg Walls (1) Herrenpartie (1979 Howald-Feederle-Rufibach-Hofmann) VII abseil No. 2 (never 
wet). (2) Schiefer Traum (1979 Howald-Feederle-Balsiger-Streich) VI often wet. (3) Spiegelweg (1979 Howald
Feederle) VII abseil No. 2 excellent. (4) Engeliweg ( 19 79 Howald-Ruedi) V (5) Siebenschlafer ( 19 79 Howald-Ruedi) 
Vll+abseil No. 6 excellent. (6) Boulder Highway (1979 Howald-Feederle) VIII or VII with 1 point of aid, excellent. (7) 
Steinbeisswerweg (19 79 Fluhmann -Hutmacher) VI- abseil No. 6. (BJ der grune Heinrich (19 79 Howald-Bar-Fierz) 
VI-/A 1. (9) Handegg verschneidung (1979 Balsiger-Streich) VI- abseil No. 11. (10) Quarzriss (1979 Balsiger
Scheller) VI excellent. (11) Zufallsweg (1979 Howald-Feederle-Burri-Egger) VI. (12) Sie + Er (1979 Howald
Feederle) V- (13) Aegeter-Arnold Ged. weg (1979 Balsiger-Streich) V1/A2. (14) Bioweg (1979 Howald-Feederle
Ruedi-Schusser) VI A2. (15) Fair hands line (19 78 v Kanel-Stettler) VI+ descent to the right from last 3. Photo 
diagram: Hans Howald. 

last long, however, as Sorenson 
repeated it with relative ease and 
regarded it 27. John Allen (UK) 
led the third free ascent. A feature 
of the first free ascent of this 
climb was the pre-placing of 
some protection from aid. 
Another of Carrigan' s big efforts 
was his new climb on Bluff Major, 
Anxiety Neurosis (26) which 
basically follows an uncompleted 
bolt and rurp route. The first pitch 
is an extremely overhung traverse 
leading to a fearsome, undercut 
arete (26). It succumbed only after 
a number of days and many falls. 
The second pitch, up a blank 
arete, is little easier and also put 
Carrigan and his partner, Warwick 
Baird, to considerable trouble. 
Sorenson led the second ascent 
and Allen led the third ascent 
(first pitch only). 
On Declaration Crag, Carrigan and 
Tony Dignam put up the face 
problem Look Sharp (23) with 

some pre-placed protection. 
Carrigan's first free ascent of 
Orestes (pitch one) (24) in The 
Atridae surprised most climbers 
because of the line's apparent 
looseness. However the line is 
one of the best at Arapiles and 
has already had a couple of 
repeats. This route received some 
attention from abseil prior to the 
first free ascent. In the same 
vicinity Kevin Lindorff and 
Dignam worked on the face left of 
Reunion to produce the rather 
bold Lois Lane (23) on which 
Peter Lindorff and Matt Dunstan 
followed. Dignam and Geoff Little 
did a similar route left of Frenzy
Iron Void(24). Below this, on the 
D Minor Pinnacle, Carrigan and 
Chris Peisker worked on the old 
aid problem The Philosopher(25) 
until it became a very thin free 
route . Lindorff and Geoff Little put 
up a minor new route, Fail Safe 
(25). 

On the left side of Central Gully, 
Carrigan, Rod Young and John 
Smoothy climbed Cruel Canine 
(23) on the unpromising face 
right of Puppy Love. 
The other side of Central Gully 
yielded a number of hard routes 
to Carrigan. Two of the best are 
Devoid(23). done with Tony 
Marion, and Vacancy (23). with 
Smoothy, on the wall right of 
Mari. Both were wire brushed 
prior to the ascent and require 
many small wires for protection. 
Also in this general area Carrigan 
put up the 'nasty' Tres Hard (25) 
and an extremely overhanging 
crack problem. Dyslexia (25). with 
Peisker. Further right the same 
team found No Standing (24) on 
the steep face left of Stillborn and 
Carrigan led the brilliant face 
climb Morfyne (24) on which he 
was seconded by Glenn Tempest, 
Louise Shepherd, Eddie Ozols 
and, rumour has it, Uncle Tom 
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John Allen suffering on/from Anxiety Neurosis (26). Photo: Baxter. 

Cobbley! testpiece Proco/ Harum (26) and 
On the Pharos there were two out- the third and fourth ascents of 
standing efforts: Kevin Lindorff Peisker's uncompleted (one pitch, 
led the very bold and sparsely only, so far) new route No Exit(26) 
protected Delirium Tremors (24) in Central Gully.} 
up the imposing southern face of 
the pinnacle, the first to get up 
this section of the wall, and 
Carrigan and Lindorff did the first 
free ascent of the dramatically 
exposed roof of Aftermath (25). 
In the Pharos Gullythere were 
more hard new climbs of mixed 
quality including Pattern Juggler 
(23) by Rod Young and K. Oaten, 
Snow Blind(23) by Coral Bowman 
and Peisker and Haphazard(23) 
by Carrigan, Dignam and 
Smoothy. 
On Kitten Wal/there were some 
major efforts. Carrigan finally 
freed Cat Cracker (26) after 
innumerable plummets from the 
hard boulder-problem crux and, 
with Mark Moorhead, put up the 
steep face climb Indoctrination 
(24) on which 'Friends' are 
essential for some protection. 
However the plum was 
undoubtedly Sorenson and 
Allen's beautiful and spectacular 
new route up the wall (23) and 
over the fifteen foot ceiling (25) 
rig ht of Stranger's Eliminate. 
Tjuringa Wall, as they called it, 
was done in the best style and is 
one of the finest new routes at Mt. 
Arapiles in recent times. 
In the Northern Group, Carrigan 
climbed a seam over the bulge 
right of Kachoongto give In Phase 
(24). Again 'Friends' were 
considered indispensible for 
protection. Sorenson's unroped 
on-sight solo of the ceiling route 
Kachoong Left Hand (22) really 
slackened local jaws. Another 
first was his similar solo of 
Christian Crack (20). Finally, Allen 
and Sorenson, this time with the 
rope on, climbed a new ceiling 
which certain pundits considered 
'unlikely' - Fiddler on the Roof 
(25). 
(Sorenson and Allen's most 
notable repeats not referred to 
above were the fourth and fifth 
ascents of the very strenuous 

The Grampians 
Whilst Mt. Arapiles has had it all 
in quantity and difficulty, some of 
the best new routes have been 
done in the Grampians. The 
hardest is Life (24) on the face left 
of Decree Nisi at Black Ian's Rocks 
by Carrigan and Neil Parker (NZ). 
A bolt runner was placed by 
abseil. Also in the north, at Mt. 
Difficult, Rick White and Chris 
Baxter did Coup de Grace (21 ), 
one of the most overhanging 
crack climbs in the State, and an 
outstanding line. On Sundial 
Peak, Kevin Lindorff and Peter 
Jacobs climbed the 'elegant' 
Lion-Hearted (20) 15ft right of 
Caucus Race. 
In the South Jim Nelson and Dick 
Curtis climbed a prominent line 
on The Cheesecake at Mt. Abrupt 
- Shadow Road (20). A point of 
aid used by the leader was 
eliminated by the second. Mick 
Law, Baxter and Mike Stone did 
the first climb on Ferret Hill
Tipsy (22), a beautiful corner and 
roof climb of two pitches. Nearby 
on The Promontory, another new 
outcrop, Hugh Foxcroft, Ed Neve 
and Nick Reeves did a sustained 
line which they called Restless 
(20). Just to the north, on Mt. Fox, 
Baxter, Stone and Dave Gairns 
climbed the outstanding and 
unlikely wall between Foxfire and 

· Leanerto give Twentieth Century 
Fox (20) after first placing 
protection bolts. 

Mt. Buffalo 
Kevin Lindorff and Joe Friend 
reduced the aid on the She/Ozy
mandias Integral (22,M 1) to one 
pendulum. This is one of the most 
spectacular routes on the north 
wall of the gorge. To the left of 
this Lindorff and Tempest did a 
remarkable almost free ascent of 
Lord of the Flies (23,M1) with only 
two aid points, to get off the 

ground, and four long pitches of 
20 or harder. 

Rest of Victoria 
At Wilson's Promontory Tempest 
freed Cachalot (22), with Andrew 
Martin. 

South Australia 
Kim Carrigan recently visited 
Moonarie in the Flinders Ranges 
and, predictably, that area's 
number of hard routes underwent 
a quantum increase. One of the 
best was his first free ascent, with 
Louise Shepherd, of Robbing 
Hood (24) in the Great Wall area. 
Other aid eliminations by Carrigan 
included Trojan (24), an over
hanging crack and the removal of 
the single aid point from Medici 
(22). On the latter climb, a 
problem that has defeated a 
number of strong attempts, he 
was seconded by Shepherd and 
Tony Dignam. He put up one new 
climb, Self Destruct (24), which is 
said to involve a 30ft ceiling, and 
did a new variant on Birdbrain 
(23): Dignam seconded the latter. 
Earlier, John Smart did the 
State's first grade 24 when he 
freed Grand Larceny on the same 
cliff; a proud roof 300ft above the 
ground. 
Elsewhere in South Australia 
Eddie Ozols put up Rubber Ducky 
(21) (for all you CB radio fans out 
there) on the sea cliff at Victor 
Harbour. 

Queensland 
The chalk dust has finally settled . 
after Tobin Sorenson's (U.S.A.) 
and John Allen's (U.K.) 
momentous visit. They raised 
grades in that State a couple of 
notches to bring them up to 
southern levels. Significantly 
Carrigan has already repeated all 
their hardest leads, confirming 
their difficulty with a dramatic 
series of plummets. 
Allen and Sorenson's hardest 
route was Catcher in the Rye (27) 

on Frog Buttress which may be 
the most technical climbing in 
Australia but which required 
'English tactics' to arrange the 
protection on both ascents to 
date. Sorenson took the lead from 
Allen to free a pair of aided climbs 
Barbwire Canoe (26) and Green 
Plastic Comb (26) . These ascents 
have really impressed the locals. 
The former has scarcely no 
climbing below grade 22 in its 
140ft. The latter is very strenuous 
and is protected by tiny wires. 
Sorenson took a series of 
dramatic, wire-snapping falls on 
both these demanding leads. 
Elsewhere on Frog Buttress they 
put up The Guns of Navarone (24), 
a sought-after line right of Odin 
which incorporates one of this 
area's few ceilings. Tantrum (25) 
was an aid elimination with a 
boulder-problem start by the 
same pair whereas their Crack in 
the Pavement (23) was a new 
route. 
Some Australians have also 
contributed to this cliff. Before he 
went to the U.S.A. Chris Peisker 
freed Worrying Heights (24), a 
sustained corner. Carrigan, 
seconded by Kevin Lindorff, got 
the only currently feasible aid 
elimination left by Sorenson and 
Allen (who had not had time to 
attempt it) - Voices in the Sky 
(26), and found a new climb Go
Between (23), seconded by 
'barefoot boy' Fred From, which is 
something of a fiercely protected 
lead. Finally, a Oueenslander got 
in on the act when Robert 
Staszewski hit form and freed the 
strenuous finger crack of Carrion 
Comfort (25), which he wants to 
rename Forever Young, and found 
Delilah (23). 
On Mt. Maroon, Sorenson and 
Allen freed the notorious Nympho 
Roof(24) which is a dangerously 
unprotected face leading to a 
hard undercling traverse. On a 
granite outcrop at Mt. Grevi//e 
they did a rather obscure ceiling 
problem (24) which they doubt 
will be refound! 
Correspondents: Baxter, Friend. 
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UNITED STATES 

New Hampshire 
The route reported in Mountain 
67 as The 'Prize, a free climbed 
bolt ladder, is named Camber, has 
one pitch of 5.11, and is one of 
the finest recent finds on the cliff. 
Nearby, Tourist Treat was cleaned 
by Ed Webster and has resisted 
many attempts to free it, even by 
cyclists! 
In July, Jimmie Dunn repeated 
White Eye. finding the first moves 
easier in EB's than they were in 
mountain boots. A short while 
later, Peter Mayfield from 
California, repeated the pitch with 
no falls. During his stay Mayfield 
joined Coloradan Jeff Achey to 
climb The Prow, and free climbed 
Whitehorse's aesthetic South 
Buttress Direct (5.10) with 
Webster. Ac hey teamed up with 
Ed Webster to join the difficult 
final pitch of Women in Love 
(freed last year by Henry Barber 
and Webster) to the old Wild 
Women link-up. Mayfield, on the 
route for his first time, repeated it 
soon afterwards. 
Later in the summer, Paul Ross 
removed the fixed protection 
(pins and bolts) from the Arete 
(5.10 +).The route had been 
established on rappel, worked out 
on a top rope, then led by the first 
ascent party. Chris Ellms 
immediately re-lead the climb in 
its new form. A couple of weeks 
later Mark Sonnenfeld led the 
routes on-sight, using the fixed 
protection. Though some feel that 
the route should have originally 
been done in better style, many 
climbers who have done it feel 
that once done, it should have 
remained. It is not, however, 
inevitable that Cathedral's new 
lines will be bolted on rappel, as 
most locals are restraining them
selves from this practice, 
reserving it for exceptional routes. 
Also in the area, Steve Larson and 
Dunn climbed A Question of 
Ethics (5.10). between Asylum 
and Lichen Delight. Webster and 
Dunn added a superb direct finish 
to Diedre, Budapest (5 .11) which 
soon had many repeats. 
Webster, with Britisher Colin 
Brooks freed the spectacular 
Mordor Roof pitch, approaching 
the route from Light in the Forest. 
On Whitehorse, Webster and Hank 
Armantrout found Harvest going 
up the sparsely protected Wonder 
Wal/at an amazing 5.8, and Dunn 
freed the aid move on the first 
pitch of Aiwass, which involved 
some 5.11 face climbing . Near 
Aiwass, Dunn, Martha Morris, Al 
Comeau, and Ken Sims, climbed 
Loose Lips (5 .9 +) following a 
clean crack that slices across a 
beautiful section of the cliff. 
Near Humphrey's Ledge above the 
Saco River, Rick Fleming led Saco 
Cracker (5.11 ), a short but worth
while excursion. 
On Humphrey's Ledge itself, new 
arrival from Colorado, George 
Ht:Jrley has been very active. With 
clients and with fellow guide from 
IMCS, Paul Ross, he has added 4 
new 5.9 climbs. The most 
conspicuous being the crack in 
the right wall of Wiessner's 1933 
climb which had repelled many 
because of the loose blocks. 
These have now been evicted and 
the climb is Guides' Route, 5.9. 
Not content with this the 40 year 
old Hurley added a new 5.8 on 
White's Ledge: he's also pretty 
good at marathon running! 
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Tahquitz 
Spiders from Mars: 5.1 Oc by John 
Yablonsky and Greg Thiel, begins 
right of Ziggy Stardust. It 
traverses the roofs on Ziggy and 
goes on to finish in 1 pitch where 
Ziggy was broken up with 2 
pitches. The crux involves several 
loose holds including one that is 
particularly sharp and nasty -
also quite large. 

Suicide Rock 
The team of John Long and Lynn 
Hill made a formidable attack on 
Insomnia Crack. Long free-soloed 
the route and the attractive Miss 
Hill became the first female to 
lead it. She did a simply splendid 
job with no falls. Frank Noble's 
activities came into the spotlight 
when he managed to top-rope the 
dreaded Paisano overhang . This 
marks the first time that anyone 
has managed to squirm up the 
thing - be it lead or top roped -
since John Long did it years ago. 
Erick Erickson teamed up with 
John Long to do a new difficult 
(5.11) face climb christened 
Spooge. It lies right of Eagle 
Pinnacle and becomes yet another 
5.11 face route for the area. 
John Long repeated Woodpecker 
Crack. This is a 70ft thin crack 
that truly requires the attention of 
your basic lead climber. It 
involves extremely thin and 
strenuous laybacks leading up to 
some truly strenuous crank 
moves. The route is now being 
called Probably 5. 12. John says 
this is the first time the route has 
been led without any hanging on 
protection. 
Probably the most significant new 
route of the area is a Tony Yaniro 
problem. Race with the Devil is a 
5.11 + (or possibly harder) face 
r"oute beginning just right of New 
Generation. The first pitch is 
'ridiculous', and the second .pitch 
is nearly as hard! Unfortunately 
the first pitch is flawed by a bolt 
that must have been placed on 
rappel. This flaw is redeemed by 
the fact that this bolt is the only 
protection on the pitch . 
On 1 hour rock - a crag about 1 
hour up the Saddle Junction trail 
- several obscure routes have 
been done. Fred Zeal has been 
active there with a couple of face 
routes in the 5.9 to 5.10 range as 
well as a nice looking 5.1 Oc 
dihedral. Peter Wilkening and Gib 
Lewis added a 5.9 face route that 
immediately received its second 
and third ascents by the 
"spectators". John Yablonsky has 
surprised everyone by staying 
alive, and he further surprised 
everyone by pushing it once 
again. He has now soloed Duck 
Soup - a 5.10 face route on the 
Weeping Wall. 

Sierra Nevada 
PALISADE CREST TRAVERSE 
At the end of July, 1979 Gerry 
Adams and John Fischer, Director 
of Palisade School of Moun
taineering, completed the first 
traverse of the Palisade Crest of 
the Sierra Nevada. The Palisade is 
the most Alpine region of the 
range with many small glaciers 
and five peaks over 14,000ft. The 
traverse is eight miles long, a mile 
and a half of moderate 5th class, 
three miles of 4th class, some 
snow and mixed pitches and 
acres of scrambling . The 
complete traverse took seven 
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Above: George Hurley leading and Paul Ross, sheltering from rock-fall, on 1st 
ascent, Guides Route, Humphrey's Ledge. 

days and seven bivouacs with 
approximately 12,000ft gained 
and lost. 
In The Climber's Guide to the High 
Sierra by Seve Roper the 
complete traverse was predicted 
to be 'a multi-day classic' . Indeed 
the situation is fantastic and the 
quality of the climbing outstand
ing . The rock varies from the 
finest High Sierra granite to 
teetering stacks of shattered 
diorite. 
In the Needles Matt Cox and Eric 
Johnson climbed Double 
Jeopardy (5.1 Od) a four pitch face 
route right of Pea Soup Route. The 
same pair also climbed Effigy 
(5.1 Ob) a 'great fist crack' on 
Warlock Needle. 
In Fish Creek Canyon, near Devils 
Post Pile, Cox and Johnson 
climbed TroutRoute(VN1, 5.10, 
A3) on the right centre part of the 
wall. 
The Grand Illusion (Fracture Roof) 
on Sugar Loaf(reported Mountain 
69) is reported to be very hard 
5.12 (5.13?) by parties who have 
been to attempt a repeat . 

Utah 
In Zion Canyon Jim Beyer and 
Pete Sullivan climbed the first 
recorded 5.11 in the area, 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Creagh Dubh Newton
more 
The Fuhrer(120ft, E4,5c). Takes a 
fairly direct and serious line 
between The Hill and Outspan on 
the Central Wal/climbing directly 
up the obvious quartz blotch to 
the left of Inbred second pitch. 
(Cleaned and inspected by abseil.) 
Desire (240ft 4c,5a,5b) Climbs 
the obvious slabby corner to the 
right of Hornet, Sprawl Walla 
direct line through the overhangs 
above Ravens Squawk. Both 
routes were climbed by Dave 

Nemesis, a 6" off-width that goes 
over a 4ft roof. The same team did 
Psych Roof, (5.10) a 15ft roof at 
the base of The Organ. 
Beyer and Giesey put up Hejira 
(IV, 5.10) on the North Face, 
Bridge Mountain. In the Temple of 
Sinawava, Beyer soloed the first 
ascent of Datura (IV, 5.9, A2). 

Tetons 
Cathedral Rock, Death Canyon has 
received much attention in the 
last two years. The new routes 
are, from left to right, Vas 
Deferens (IV, 5.9) by Jim Beyer 
and Back Tilley; Lots Slot (IV, 
5.10) by Mike Munger and Tilley; 
Cotton Mouth (IV, 5.10), High 
Tension Eliminate (IV, 5.10) and 
Shattered (IV, 5.10) all by the 
same pair; Fallen Angel (IV, 5.10) 
by Munger and Yvon Chouinard. 
Jim Beyer soloed a new 2,000ft 
climb on the West Face, Mount 
Moran, continuing an additional 
2,000ft up the South Ridge to give 
The West Dihedral in a total of 12 
hours (IV, 5.9). Jo Anne Urious 
soloed the South Buttress Direct 
to the summit of Mount Moran in 
3 days. 
Correspondents: Palais, Ross, 
Williams, Cox, Yanira, Beyer, 
Fischer. 

Cuthbertson and Ian Duckworth, 
the latter being led on sight. 

Glen Lednock: Perthshire 
On the right hand side of the 
Great Buttress Dave Cuthbertson 
with Ian Duckworth and Neil 
Morrison climbed the obvious 
steep line of flakes to give Piggies 
Paradise(130ft E1,5b). The 
obvious arete to the right of the 
aid route Central Groove was 
climbed by Dave Cuthbertson to 
give Gabrielle (85ft, E3,6a) which 
was cleaned and inspected by 
abseil. 
Sunburst received its first free 
ascent from Ian Duckworth and 



Above : Pete Hunter leading Lilly Langtry, Dunkeld, Photo: Male Duff. 

Pete Billesborough giving it a 
grade of El , 5b, but quite 
strenuous. 

Dunkeld 
On Cave Crag the impressive over
hanging left arete of Mousetrap 
was climbed by Dave Cuthbertson 
giving a bold and strenuous route. 
Morbidezza (120ft, E4,5c). After 
an attempt on sight the top 15ft 
was cleaned by abseil - one yo
yo. 
Pete Hunter climbed the very 
steep wall to the right of Lilly 
Langtry after top-roping it three 
times and using a peg for 
protection which had been 
preplaced by another team who 
were beaten to the line. The route 
was repeated by Dave Cuthbert 
son and Rab Anderson who 
removed the peg as protection is 
adequate at this point . (75ft 
E3,5b - quite strenuous.) 
Mousetrap, the last of the great 
classic aid routes, was climbed 
free by Dave· Cuthbertson to give a 
superb and very hard climb -
120ft E3,6a. (Cleaned and 
inspected by abseil.) Voie de /'Amie 
(100ft E3,5c) starts as for Pete 
Hunter's new route and climbs a 
right-curving line above Hang Out 
to join the ledge on that route 
before climbing the short but 
superb discontinuous thin crack 
in the headwall above. Cleaned 
and inspected by abseil and 
climbed by Dave Cuthbertson, 
Male Duff and Rab Anderson. 
On the Lower Tierthe obvious 
buttress to the right of Cludge 
was climbed by Dave Cuthbertson 
and Rab Anderson and gave a 
surprisingly good pitch . In the 
Shrubbery, 120ft El ,5a. 
At Birnham Quarry Male Duff con
tinues to produce new and hard 
routes two of which wil I without 
doubt become classics in the not 
too distant future. 
Counting Out Time ( 100ft E3, 
5b/ c) is definitely the route of the 
quarry following an obvious right 
to left crackline cutting directly 
through an overlap at about two 
thirds height. The route was 
cleaned and inspected by abseil 

and a peg pre-placed. (Male Duff 
and Gerry). 
Slateford Road ( 100ft E 1,5a) . Will 
become the classic route of the 
quarry, on good solid slate it 
follows the obvious right 
trending line of overlaps and 
flakes finishing up the final moves 
of Counting Out Time. (Male Duff 
and Graham) . 
Counting Out Time was repeated 
by Dave Cuthbertson and Rab 
Anderson. A very good route 
which will be improved if cleaned 
a little more, though this would 
take away a lot of the character, 
for half the battle is trying to stay 
in contact with the slippery flaky 
slate. An impressive lead by Duff 
nevertheless. 

Arrochar: Cobbler North 
Peak 
Wild Country ( 160ft E4,5c,6b) 
takes a line based on 
Cunningham' s old aid route. The 
Nook and should now supercede 
that route. The first pitch climbs 
an excellent overhanging layback 
and jam crack (Direct start to Nook 
climbed free) to a belay on 
Punsters at the large flake. The 
second pitch climbs the slab and 
quartz blotched wall just left of 
the Nook to a ledge on that route 
(the Nook escapes left round the 
corner on aid at this point) . It then 
climbs rightwards up the great 
scooped overhanging wall to gain 
a thin overhang crack which is 
climbed to finish in a superb 
situation. (Cleaned and inspected 
by abseil and a nut pre-placed in 
the thin overhanging crack.) 
Evening Stroll climbs the left edge 
of Right Angle Groove finishing up 
the slab left of Punsters. An 
enjoyable route at El 5a,4c. Both 
routes were climbed by Dave 
Cuthbertson and Robert Kerr. 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Borrowdale 
On Shepherds Crag, Bob and 
Martin Berzins have free climbed 
the old aid route Exclamation by a 

series of dynamic moves. (Pre
placed peg and wire nut in situ) 
E4 6b. Front Line (200ft HVS) 
climbs the bulging wall between 
Brown Crag Walland Theseus. (N . 
Robinson, R. McHaffie and M . 
Gates) . 
On Black Crag, Frenzy (210ft E 1), 
right of Troutdale Ridge was 
climbed by R. McHaffie and W . 
Webb with one point of aid. 
Climbed free by K. Telfer and S. 
Kennedy. 
On Goat Crag, Vitus Dancer (80ft 
HVS) the rib between the top 
pitches of Monsoon and Urn, was 
climbed by Ron Kenyon and Dan 
Stuart. 
Ron Fawcett has sent this 
correction to the report of Hells 
Wallin Mountain 69; 
" I never remember saying it 'was 
at least 6c' . undoubtedly it is the 
most strenuous thing I have ever 
done - every move is 5c/ 6a with a 
couple of harder moves, all with 
no rests. Also.Steve Webster was 
not on the ascent, only Chris 
Gibb ." 

Grisedale 
On Eagle Crag, Curtain Call ( 160ft 
El) on the right hand side of the 
lower crag between Ghoul and 
Burdock was climbed by Ron 
Kenyon and Stuart Wilson . 

Langdale 
On Pavey Park- Supernova (E3,6a) 
takes a line up the right edge of 
Eclipse 's slab. 
On Neckband Crag - Wilkinson 
Sword(E4,6b) is a necky, yet 
inoffensive looking route up the 
left hand wall of the crag . Both 
routes by Ron Fawcett and Chris 
Gibb. 
On Gimmer, Gary Gibson and 
Derek Beetlestone climbed an 
eliminate, Outside Tokyo (E2) 
based roughly on Dight. The same 
pair also climbed Dead Los 
Angeles (E4,5c) between two 
mossy streaks left of the Chimney 
on White Ghyll. 

SOUTH LAKES/LANCS 

White Scar 
On Space Buttress, two more 
major lines have been climbed. 
The Prometheus Crisis ( 1 60ft 
E2/E3 5b,5b) traces an intricate 
line up the wall to the left of The 
Book of Invasions until forced by 
the bulging headwall to join The 
Book just above its crux. (D. 
Knighton, Angela Widowson, 
Dave Cronshaw & John Girdley). 
Air City (170ft E1/E2 5b,5a) takes 
a line of grooves starting just 
right of The Book of Invasions 
giving good climbing after a 
slightly worrying start . (Previously 
aided at a distant time). 
(Knighton, Cronshaw alt. leads) . 

Chapel Head 
Chain Reaction (250ft E3 5c) is a 
left to right girdle of the Great 
Buttress (at a lower level than 
Cygnus X-1) combining the 
traverses of Fast Breeder and Crab 
Nebula (in reverse) to give a 
sustained and superb main pitch. 
(Knighton, Cronshaw) . 
With Cronshaw in the lead the 
imposing groove left of War of the 
Worlds was climbed to give lnter
stella Overdrive (90ft E3 5c, 1 rest 
pt) . The groove itself being 
reached via the steep wall 
between Sungodand Starshine 
(Cronshaw, Knighton) . 
The Omega Factor ( 160ft E3 6a, 
5c) . A difficult line up the sfeep 
wall right of Cyborg. A fingery 
entry groove on the first pitch 

leads to more reasonable 
climbing and a stance as for 
Cyborg. The second pitch climbs a 
steep wall to the right of the 
stance. (Knighton, Cronshaw var. 
leads) . 
The Rocinante ( 130ft VS 4b) 
climbs the now obvious cleaned 
off corner above the initial crack 
of Atomic Bong. (Cronshaw, 
Knighton) . 

Houghton Quarry 
The old aid route Maraschino has 
been done free at XS 6a with one 
resting point, using the arete to 
the right to start and finish . The 
remaining two points of aid on 
Dangler have been eliminated . 
This route now provides high 
quality climbing of a strenuous 
nature at XS 6a . Two resting 
points, were used, but a peg 
runner, now in place, means at 
least one of the resting points will 
provide easy pickings for the 
jackals. Speech Impediment (XS 
6a). has been climbed between 
Cyclops and Bowker's Crack. 
Ascending the peg-5carred crack 
it continues up the 'blank looking' 
wall via some hard moves. All 
these climbs were done by Dave 
Kenyon and Male Haslam. The 
two bolts on Rhododendron Arete 
are for protection only. 

At Witches Quarry in the 
limestone area around Clitheroe, 
an important route has been 
ascended up the wall right of 
Spell. This is Waxen Doll, graded 
at XS 5c, climbed by Kenyon and 
Haslam. 
Witches Quarry is fast growing in 
popularity, with good climbing at 
most grades, about 30 being HVS 
and above. 

YORKSHIRE LIMESTONE 

Ma/ham Cove - Tarzan (E3, 6a) 
takes the overhang and wall left 
of Carnage 's second pitch, 'quite 
a big grip', was the comment by 
Ron Fawcett and Chris Gibb. 
Also on Ma/ham Cove, Ron 
Fawcett and Terry Birks free 
climbed both Doubting Thomas 
and Slender Loris, the former is 
now exceptionally strenuous. 
These were the last aid points on 
the Right Wing. 

North Wales Limestone 
At Craig y Forwyn, Mojo direct 
Finish (E2, 5c) is a top pitch for 
the original route climbing the 
thin crack above the belay, far 
better than the original finish and 
more in keeping with the grade 
although this would now be the 
crux. (Mike Owen and Hugh 
Wa_tkins) . 
Banana Moon (E3,5c) is the wall 
between Knightsbridge and 
Pteradactyl, with a very hard move 
to gain the steep slab beneath the 
final overhang and taking the 
fragile layback flake above this. 
(Mike Owen and Hugh Watkins) . 
Duchess (HVS, 5a) climbs the 
slab left of Sunset Strip, Gary 
Gibson and Derek Beetlestone. 
Mike Owen and John Roberts 
made an on-sight, totally free 
ascent of Edwards' New Dimen
sions (E3, 5c,6a) on the Great 
Orme. They propose that this 
superb route is destined to 
become a three star classic and is 
equal to the best Gogarth has to 
offer. 
Correspondents: Cuthbertson, 
Duff, Botterill, Kenyon, Knighton, 
Fawcett, Gibson, Roberts, Owen. 
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The three editors of the guide to Winter climbing in 
the Lake District recount their favourite climbs and 
outline the other possibilites for snow and ice 
climbs in the area. 

Inaccessible Gully 
by Andy Hyslop 

Traditionally, Scotland is the major area for 
British ice climbing. Its almost alpine atmosphere 
and reliable build-up of ice has ·without doubt 
produced the best ice climbs in the county. It goes 
without saying that routes like Point Five, Smith's 
Route & Ravens Gully will always remain classic 
undertakings which every discerning mount
aineer should aspire to at sometime in his life. 
However, the main problem with Scotland is its 
isolation. To go for a weekend from any of the 
cities of northern England is a six to seven hour 
flog and with the price of petrol as it is you're in for 
an expensive weekend. This renders Scotland a bit 
of a one-off session for us Sassenachs. So where 
can we go to blunt our tools for the rest of the 
winter? 

Well, you could go to Kinder Scout and climb 
that huge column of verticality known as the 
Downfall, or you could go and chip some more 
holds on Green Death. The Peak District does 
have some fine bits of ice forming, and from all 
accounts Mam Tor can be as serious an under
taking as the Eiger, but most of these routes are 
really only road-side smears. Perhaps, unfortu
nately, ice climbing cannot become a sport of the 
thirty foot problem in the serious sense that rock 
climbing has become in some areas. The techni
cality of an ice route can only be described as a 
small piece of the jigsaw that makes it the unique 
experience it is. Length, situation and sheer 
atmosphere of the moment have an indispensable 
part in the best ice climbs. Could you imagine 
Zero Gully at Almscliff, for example? Maybe you 
had better not answer that, but for me the bog.flog 
up the Ben is as much apart of the routes as the ice 
on them. For regular realistic ice experience the 
English must turn to Wales or the Lakes. 

Wales has some fine routes, some of which are 
comparable to the Scottish classics in both length 
and technicality, and is without doubt a fine place 
to go for ice. The only other reasonably close 
mountains are the Lakes, which offer as good an 
alternative to Wales in quality if not in length. 

Like Wales, the Lakes has recently emerged 
over the last two winters as an area of definite icy 
interest. Local climbers have started to explore 
previously ignored crags and are now looking at 
the buttresses as well as the more obvious gully 
lines. If you asked the average climber where to go 
ice climbing in the Lakes ten years ago he would 
tell you to go to Great End. This was the main win
ter crag to be climbed on in the Lakes at that time. 
Some of the locals knew about routes on other 
crags, but for many visitors winter climbing began 
and ended at Great End. Even the routes on Sea
fell and Gable were not receiving a deserved 
amount of traffic. It is only recently that the best 
climbs have begun to emerge. New-born classics 

Left: The late John Taylor on pitch one Inaccessible 
Gully, Dove Crag. Photo: Colin Wenham. 



like Black Crag ice fall in Dovedale received 
upwards of50 ascents last winter, and is undoub
tedly a fine route at grade 3/4. 

The Eastern Fells hold some of the best ice 
dim bing in the Lakes at present. Grisedale, Deep
dale and Dovedale are the three most important 
areas. All the valleys hold excellent climbs and not 
least Dovedale with its pride, Inaccessible Gully. 
Although the route has had several ascents every 
year for a long time,none compare with the ham
mer it took in the winter months of'78 and '79. As 
a route it must have been one of the most popular 
in the Lakes, and with Black Crag ice-fall in the 
same valley the two routes produce a fine day out 
on ice, with short approaches. 

It was this route that inspired Bill Birkettand I to 
drive back from Scotland one saturday last Fe
bruary. We had both spent five days at the C.I.C. 
hut. Conditions had been poor on the buttresses 
and the Curtain had not formed at all. However 
we climbed the inevitable Point Five and a few 
other good routes along with a bit of soloing. By 
the end of the week we had been climbing every 
day and did not feel committed to another day on 
the hill straight away. So off the Clachaig and a 
Friday-night session followed by the irresistible 
hospitality of Ed Grindley's whisky bottle which 
seemed to flow around his front room without the 
slightest hesitation. 

Saturday morning saw us all looking and feel
ing roughish.Ed and his stomach went out early 
leaving Bill and I to decide on a plan of action. The 
day was good but enthusiasm was low. We sifted 
through the possibilities trying to find a route with 
a short walk, steep ice and not too long. Rejecting 
Ravens Gully, the Screen and No 6 Gully it emer
ged that the only route we really wanted to do was 
that big icicle at the bottom ofNo 5 Gully. Wearily 
we packed our gear and drove up the road, parking 
in a layby. Scrutinising the route from our vantage 
point in the car the seeds of apathy were sown. 

"Do you think it has reached the ground yet?" 
"Probably been done before anyway." 
Gradually we both realised that neither of us 

was 'going for it'. Opening thecarwindow,a sharp 
blast of air finally convinced us. 

Five hours later saw us blasting down Shap with 
snow piled up fifteen feet on either side and the 
road itself only twenty feet wide. Having observed 
that there was snow in the Lakes, it looked as if 
Sunday would have to be spent climbing. My last 
day before returning to Manchester and Bill's last 
before work in Kendal. So what should wetry?Bill 
was all for going to the Eastern Fells, Inaccessible 
Gully seemed to be the obvious choice of route 
seeing as neither ofus had done it before. 

The following morning I dragged myself out of 
bed at seven. Inevitably the mother got up to make 
my butties despite constant reminders that I did 
know how to slice bread. Hal fan hour later I was in 
the sister's car (ver nippy), and on the road to 
Ambleside. Take a right to the Golden Rule, 
ignore the 'road closed' sign, and come to a halt 
two hundred yards later. Sliding backwards with 
the handbrake on proved effective in turning 
round. The road being closed meant I had to go 
round by Troutbeck to reach the other side of the 
Kirkstone Pass which took an extra halfhour; with 
the roads in their present state. 

Unfortunately the weather was not as good as I 
had hoped. The cloud was down to about two 
thousand feet it had not frozen very hard during 
the night. When eventually I arrived at the 
Brothers Water Hotel , the entrance to Dovedale, 
Bill's van was already there, empty. He had set off 
to the crag and it seemed there were two other 
people with him. Scanning the valley as far as the 
trees, through which the path ascends, I could 
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see no sign of them. I decided to set off anyway, 
even though the cloud was covering the crag, and 
seemed to be getting worse, Walking up through 
the trees it was obvious by the well-trodden path 
and various crampon prints that Dovedale had 
been well hacked the previous day. It never used to 
belikethisafewyearsago. Ifyouwenticeclimbing 
in the Lakes to anywhere not mentioned in the 
Cram Guide, you were lucky to see another clim
ber. 

Emerging from the trees I could just make out 
three figures and a dog walking up the steep 
ground below the crag. This was obviously Bill 
and friends, no one else takes their dog ice 
climbing. Fifteen minutes later, after much heavy 
breathing, extremely swift walking, interspersed 
by running, I managed to catch them up at the 
bottom of the crag. 

Dove is a fine crag with some horrific looking 
rock routes but today it seemed strangely 
diminished with its coating of ice and snow. 
Kicking steps round to the left where 
Inaccessible Gully is situated revealed the 60ft 
section of steep ice that barred the way into the 
upper part of the gully. It looked in good nick 
although obviously hammered from the previous 
day. If everyone knew how to climb ice properly 
routes would not get in this state so quickly. After 
the first ascents of the day, the nicks are usually 
sufficient for subsequent climbers to place their 
tools with a single blow, in them. It is only the 
incompetent that bash away at the ice, never being 
satisfied with a placement until they eventually 
reach the rock below. 

We all collected at the stance that had been 

Above: Old Professor's Chimney, Scafe/I. Climber, 
Martin Willey. Photo: Bert Jenkins. 

kicked out at the bottom of the route. Bill's mates 
were from Kendal , and I did not know them. After 
a general introductory discussion it emerged that 
one of them, Bob Bennett, was intent on produ
cing a winter climbs guide to the Lakes with Bill. 
What a coincidence, I also had the same idea in 
hand. During the brief negotiation that followed, 
we decided to join forces and the idea of a three 
way guide was born. 

At last it looked as ifthere was going to be some 
action, Bill had geared up, and I had donned my 
slinky gortex jacket. Full of enthusiasm Bill 
rushed up the short snow slope to the ice, placed a 
runner and began to climb. Two feet off the deck 
his confidence ebbed with the shattering ice and 
bare rock. Swiftly he returned to the belay. It 
seemed as ifit was my turn, which did not unduly 
worry me as it looked a superb pitch. 

I racked the gear on my left. Two pegs emerged 
from theiceatabout30ftso it was unlikely I'd need 
many screws. The start of the route involved an 
awkward step-right onto the ice proper. Having 
negotiated this and a couple of steep steps, broken 
by small ledges, I was at the pegs. These were 
obviously relics from an early rock ascent and 
were not exactly brand-new. The next section of 
the pitch led left onto the steepest part of the ice. 
This was undercut on one side and faded into rock 
on the other. Looking up,the ice seemed to end 
abruptly in a snow slope. I stepped up and left and 
assumed the pseudo-rest position that one attains 
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on steep ice. This was in order to thread a 
magnificent icicle-runner. That rendered the pitch 
bomb proof, provided the ice didn't melt. Up and 
left again on 80 degree ice and the nicks were good. 
It was hardly necessary to put any power into the 
blows, just hook them in and pull. The position 
was superb. The ice dropped away in an overhang 
below me and was near vertical above. The 
in pending walls that surrounded the gully added 
an atmosphere essential to the appeal of the route, 
and I could not have wished to be on any other bit 
of ice anywhere. A few moves up and the ice 
narrowed into a thin sliver, before the snow slope. 
The placements became more cramped, as usual 
the point were ice meets snow proved to be 
unstable. The last move was obviously the crux of 
the pitch. I placed one tool high in the poor snow 
and the other hooked precariously over a lip of ice 
by my chest. A straight arm on the lower tool and a 
high step up saw men on the snow slope. Another 
30ft up the narrow ice gully and I was at the belay, a 
well-trodden stance with good pegs. 

As I brought Bill up I surveyed the next pitch. 
Above loomed a large chockstone, unsettlingly 
reminiscent of'thatchockstone' on Ravens Gully, 
which I have spent many hours trying to get over in 
the face of spindrift avalanches and thin ice. 

The cloud had lifted slightly and I could see the 
whole expanse of the Eastern Fells. It may not be 
the Alps, but the Lakes under snow is a beautiful 
sight, which for me, is comparable with any other 
mountain range I have been to. Even on this dull 
day the long dome of High Street looked majestic 
and inviting. 

Some time later Bill arrived at the stance, and 
confirmed my thoughts on the chockstone. We 
swopped the·gear and Bill climbed up to below it. 
Beneath were a number of slings joined together, 
which were obviously to be used as an undercut. 
Bill clipped in, and got a good nut between the 
chock and the gully wall. Definitely no excuse for 
failure now. Undercutting the sling he bridged out 
on the rock walls of the gully. From below the 
position looked extremely precarious as he 
tottered up and out, crampons scraping and tools 
dangling. With a secure placement over the top he 
swung onto the left wall in a seemingly overhang
ing position worthy of any E3. A quick hand 
change and he was over. 

The ropes ran out and my turn came to climb. 
Trying to remember the sequence of moves I 
bridged up, unclipped the sling and swung onto 
the left wall. For a moment the situation seemed 
desperate, but leaning across on to the top of the 
chock eased the effect of the impending wall. I 
plodded up to Bill, who was belayed to a good 
flake below the final steep step. I lead through 
without stopping. 150ft later Bill was on his way 
up, and without a belay we kept going to the top of 
the crag. 

Coiling the rope we both agreed it was a fine 
route. Certainly there are longer, more sustained 
routes to be found in Britain, but this route is 
typical of the many 600-700ft ice climbs in the 
Lakes which display overwhelming quality. We 
had both had a great week in Scotland, but Inac
cessible Gully had given us as fine an experience 
as any route we had done that week. 

Descending South West Gully Bill's dog came 
running up to meet us, negotiating the ice bulges 
and steep snow with ease. The route had only 
taken an hour, and it was about mid-day. Bill 
suggested another route, but I had a pressing 
engagement with college on Monday morning, 
on account of my own personal holiday in 
Scotland which would be bound to cause unrest in 
certain areas i.e. expulsion. But I had done the 
same every term for the last two years, and what 
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are colleges for other than an outlet for climbing? 
For me this marked the end of the winter. Bill 

went on to climb several routes right through 
March, and even Great Gully on Dow Crag could 
be done as an ice climb at Easter. So maybe the 
Lakes has more to offer than some of you realise. 
There are certainly plenty of routes to go at, and 
many new winter routes await ascents on virtually 
every crag. So rather than mess about on the ice 
coming of the gable end of your terrace, come to 
the Lakes and get some real frozen experience! 

Raven Crag Gully 
by Bi II Birkett 

A typical Lake District winters day in mid
January, the sky dark, with flakes of snow sweep
ing past the windscreen. Although it had frozen 
hard during the week, today it was thawing. Inside 
the car confusion reigns, where to go? Five Kendal 
climbers, after the usual disgustingly late start, 
heatedly discuss the merits of the climb they par
ticularly want to do. 

I listen to the arguments without much con
viction, aspirations for Scafell are fine, but to my 
mind totally naive considering the circumstances. 
Routes on the Eastern Fells seem more practical 
but the walks involved disturb my peace of mind; 
who wants a long trudge in the soft wet snow? 

Considering the hour and the conditions I put 
my case for Raven Crag Gully. We drive to 
Borrowdale and I sleep peacefully, they have 
chosen wisely. 

The gully on Raven Crag, Combe Ghyll, 
above Borrowdale gives 500ft of extremely good 
and varied ice climbing. Indeed it gives a classic 
grade III winter climb. It quickly gets a good build 
up of ice and is only twenty minutes brisk walk 
from the valley. As a guide, ifDerwentwater has a 
thin veneer of ice, then Raven Crag Gullywill be in 
condition. 

As we gently plod up the disappearing path, the 
falling snow sticks to, and melts on our jackets. 
We enter the Combe taking care not to go too 
high on the right, the way is deceptive here and the 
visibility was poor. Its a different world to 
Borrowdale here, dark and menacing with a 
serious atmosphere. On the left through the 
falling snow, easing up now, can be seen Dove 
Crag with the impressive rift of Colombo's Gully 
frowning at us. Graded Very Severe in summer, 
Colombo's Gully gives a steep grade !Vice pitch. 
Breathing in the atmosphere and anticipating the 
climb I feel excited, like a child who's building a 
snowman. 

The clouds began to life and in front, to our 
dismay, we saw two parties heading for the Gully 
and at least another two parties at the bottom, 
apparently preparing to climb. We arrived to find a 
confusion of climbers seemingly doing anything 
and everything but climb. A number were 
huddled round a potential but unfortunate leader 
whose face was covered in blood. Above there was 
a party completing the second pitch. An almost 
constant stream of ice ricocheting down the Gully 
walls made their lack of experience of climbing 
brittle ice dangerously apparent. 

I have a particular aversion to following other 
parties up ice climbs, bornoutofbitterexperience. 
On Green Gully on Ben Nevis I received a badly 
cut eye and a slight dizzy sensation trying to stop a 
not too large lump of ice. On the Curtain one of · 

our party, Ricky Graham, fell and landed on the 
leader of the party following close on our heels. 
Not much fun on vertical ice with sharp crampons. 

Casting my eye around the assembled climbers 
I was unimpressed by the lack of movement. Blow 
it! We soloed up the first pitch and by-passed the 
crowd. (I'll never get in the Fell and Rock now): 

The 50ft ice fall that was the second pitch lay 
above. As we geared up it was evident that one of 
our party was missing. Ten minutes later Max 
arrived. He had been standing around at the foot 
of the first pitch amicably mixing with the other 
parties unaware that the rest of us had done the 
first pitch. It was only by a process of gradual 
elimination. and frequent cleaning of his snowed 
up glasses. that he finally tumbled to the fact that 
we had gone! 

Bob was on the ice first and he made short 
work of the pitch. I followed and soon realised that 
water was running behind and through the ice. It 
was necessary to re-use Bob's Terror placements 
to prevent shattering the ice further. The pitch 
proved deceptively difficult and I was glad to reach 
the substantial belay. 

Next came a short wall leading to a chimney. 
The chimney ended in a hanging ice-fall which 
obviously had to be turned on the left via an ice 
wall and bulge. In front two parties were inter
twined with the leader from the second party 
rapidly gaining on the leader of the first party. 
Complicated! 

I entered into the spirit of the event. tentatively 
climbing thin ice to gain the chimney. up this until 
stopped by a pair of crampons in front. No reason
able alternative here but to wait. I belay in the ice 
chimney alongside the leader of the second party. 
It was cold, and water from the melting ice made it 
uncomfortable. On the ice above a pair of 
crampons teetered up and down the bulge. Below, 
the stance was filling up. Bob had been joined by 
Max. Ken and Steve; the rest of our party. And of 
course they shared the stance with the two seconds 
of the first two parties. Who said climbing was a 
lonely sport! It's like Blackpool in the high season 
up here. 

An age seemed to pass before the first two 
parties eventually left. Bob led through and 
finished the pitch. This consisted of bridging up 
the chimney until a move left enabled the bulge to 
be surmounted. His fluid ascent belied the 
difficulty, for the bulge is probably as hard as any
thing else on the route. 

The next pitch. a frozen waterfall capped by a 
large chockstone. lies 40ft up easy snow. The gully 
is broad here and one can relax away from the 
steep ice below. The second party (two Penrith 
lads) had now overtaken the first party and the 
second of the first party was just climbing the wall 
to the right of the chockstone. I moved up the 
waterfall close on the heels of the now deposed 
first party. We stopped, one above the other, be
low the overhanging chockstone. I waited as he 
traversed out right and stopped. After a few 
minutes it was clear he was not finding the going 
easy. I decided to move out left, it looked steep but 
possible to move across the wall and then up to a 
small tree. The ice. covered by a thin layer of 
blown snow. lay only a quarter inch thick on the 
rock. The Terrors held secure, and Bob promised 
to take a photograph, so a couple of thin place
ments and wide bridging led to snow-covered 
heather. I floundered up this. which superficially 
appeared solid but collapsed like a limp jelly 
beneath flailing crampons. until a final dive 
brought the sapling into reach and with it the end 
of the difficulties. 

For 150fteasy snow suggested that the climbing 
was over. But then the gully closed again and 



Below: Theflnal pitch Low Water Beck, Coniston. 
Photo: M. Biden. Right: Raven Crag Gully, Top 
Pitch. Climber, Malcolm Prentice. Photo: Bert 
Jenkins. 

hidden between the confining walls lay the final 
and crux pitch. This 80ft pitch is often vertical and 
ends in an overhanging barrier sandwiched 
between the rock walls. 

We shared the stance with the Penrith lads. The 
day was again worsening. it was snowing and con
stant spindrift avalanches poured down the 
vertical walls above us. Waiting while the leader 
moved up the ice wall gave us time to reflect on the 
vulnerability of our position. Some falling ice 
shattered above. and we were showered with 
broken ice. Three of us tethered to the same peg 
feeling like dummies in a shooting gallery. 

Time to climb and due to the belay arrange
ment. I made sure to clip in to the peg last. I went 
first. 

The first 30ft went well. perfect placements in 
the steep ice. But then the ice became paper thin 
and broke away to reveal bare rock. Bob shouted 
up that somebody was taking a cine-film of me 
climbing. I moved on. cautiously. after 50ft a not 
very convincing runner was fixed round an icicle. 
This, and a good nut at 10ft, were the only 
protection I placed on the pitch. It seemed point
less placing a screw in rotten ice. so rather than 
getting gripped attempting it I climbed without. 
Above lay an overhanging barrier of ice with a 
chockstone on the right. The obvious line. on the 
day. was to the right of this chockstone and a few 
thin placements led to a rock jug over the top. 

The leader of the Penrith team suggested I 
should share his belay and bring Bob up next. This 
I did. and as Bob climbed shouting above the 
winter wind. we discussed the merits of the climb 
and inevitably the grade. It seemed sensible to 
give it Grade III. 

Once we were up we felt good but conditions 
were too hostile to linger. so we ran down the ridge 
jumping and wading through the pools of soft 
blown snow. Back at the car hours passed until 
dark and then the others arrived. We headed back 
towards Kendal well-pleased with our day. 

MossGhyll 
by Bob Bennett 

To many, winter climbing and the English Lake 
District are about as synonymous as chalk and 
cheese. Lacking a good all year round rock 
alternative such as Anglesey or Tremadoc, and 
with the isolated nature of its radial valleys, the 
area never really attracted the climber in winter. It 
is true that the two main gullies on Great End have 
always been popular whilst the masses thronged 
over Striding Edge and hacked down the 
Helvellyn cornice, but a string of indifferent 
winters in the late 60's and early 70's did not 
encourage developments. Few climbers 
recognised the potential of the district, apart from 
a handful of ageing locals, occasionally to be 
found in the corners of certain well-known pubs 
recounting epic tales of struggles on Pillar's North 
West climb, Scafell's Great Eastern, Buttermere's 
Eagle Front and many more legendary stories lost 
in the icy memories of winter 1963. 

The lush vegetation of the south.western valleys 



Right: Amphitheatre Slabs, Moss ghy/1. Climbers, 
Bob Bennett and Martin Willey. Photo: Bert 
Jenkins. 

emphasises the mild climate of the area. Oscilla
tions of the freezing level that make Ben Nevis 
what it is, all too often take place above our 
mountain tops. Snow and ice can never be 
guaranteed at any time of the season, but when it 
does freeze for any length of time, the freezing 
level tends to stay low, so good snow ice is a rarity 
and more often than not it is the water-ice climbs 
that are the best. 

Such is the nature of the Lakeland winter, but 
where best to climb? One icy day last February, 
three ofus chanced to meet underneath Inacces
sible Gully in Dovedale. Each of us had detailed 
knowledge of different parts of the area and 
dormant ideas for a winter guide were revived. 
When all the routes were sorted out, it seemed that 
traditional climbing areas had a lot to offer, whilst 
places as diverse as Grasmoor, Birkness Combe, 
Borrowdale, and the unlikely Wasdale Screes, all • 
contained routes destined to become classics. 

My own preference, albeit biased from a long 
and close association, is the Wasdale-Scafell 
district. Here lies a good selection of winter climbs 
and problems, with perhaps a handful of top 
quality routes. Amongst the latter is Moss Ghyll. 

Scafell Crag is set within a vast amphitheatre, 
which on a hot summers day echoes to the clatter 

.. 
of stones as the pilgrims kick their way to the , • ., 
highest summit in England. The shouts of ...,._ 
climbers on the crag echo back to blend in with • 
this and the croak of the odd raven as it sideslips 
through the updraughts. Winter brings a sharp 
contrast. The Ravens may still be present, but 
more often than not the crag is hung with wet mist 
and battered by the wind. On rare days, contrast 
comes again, and the sun glistens on icy snow, 
black rock is spattered white, and watery cascades 
are frozen into hard silence. 

Today was like none of this. The sun shone but 
weakly and a cold wind whistled up the valley 
eating up resolve already softened from a warm 
approach drive. Boots felt leaden and awkward 
and the inevitable winter pack of scrap metal hung 
like a yoke across shoulders. Some time later we 
reached the amphitheatre. Blowing spindrift hit ,,, 
from all sides, sifted down necks and into socks 
and mitts. It stung the eyes and at the big boulder 't 
pursued and relentlessly sought out all "" 
"sheltered" spots, penetrating the mind and ., .... 
bending thoughts in the direction of the easier 
snowslopes ofScafell Shamrock. ("White shit", a 
Cumbrian cynic had said some years back.) 

holds on the traverse sparsely covered. Some 
bridging moves helped start the wall until a heave 
on Terrodactyls gained the ledge. Protection is 
usually absent on this pitch but an old mild steel 
peg in place below the traverse offered at least 
some psychological help. This turned out to be the 
crux of the climb, involving moves across a couple 
of the poorly iced sloping holds. With icepicks 
scraping through onto the rock above, balance 
had to be shifted onto one _crampon, gingerly 
placed in the sugary snow. A "step through" move 
led to an insecure bridging position out over the 
gully, however, good pick placements and a 
strenuous heave soon led to the big stance below 
Collie's Step. The gully above here opens out into 
an enormous funnel, blocked at the bottom by 
huge chockstones. Nearly 90 years ago, Dr. 
Norman Collie gained a place in climbing history 
when on the first ascent of the gully, he found a 
way out of here by traversing the undercut wall on 
the left of the gully with 'aid' from a step hacked in 
the rock with an ice axe! 

The lines of both Steep Ghyll and Moss Gyhll 
divide the main crag into three parts. A white 
stream cascaded out of Steep Ghyll whilst 
streamers of powder snow drifted lazily off the 
summit rocks. This climb itself is of high quality, 
and after an innocuous start has a nasty sting in its 
tail. 

Once below the start of Moss Ghyll proper 
conditions were different. Sheltered from the 
strong wind as we geared up, it seemed another 
world as we watched a party struggling up the path 
from Hollowstones. 

Starting from the Rake's Progress, one is 
immediately confronted by an evil green 
chimney. Softer options available .on the right 
were quickly taken following a short friendly 
chimney, a step up and traverse back left into the 
gully bed. Two pitches on good snow ice gave 
pleasant climbing and led to a small snow cave 
belay below the Tennis Court Wall. The summer 
route goes up this short 15ft wall on the right of the 
gully to a ledge of the same name, then traverses 
back above a bulging section in the gully bed. This 
ledge was currently banked out with snow and the 
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Snow builds up in the amphitheatre and 
cascades over the step to form a cone like structure 
in a good season. The "step" itself was heavily iced 
and treating the fragile snow cone like a pile of 

, 
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eggs, it was just possible to pull off its top into a 
position of balance on the slabs before traversing 
into the amphitheatre above. A variety of exits can 
be taken from here but it is usual to trace out a 
tenuous line up the slabs on the left. These were 
covered in magnificent snow-ice and led in 
about 60ft to a small stance below some over
lapping sections. From here, a superb traverse 
followed below the overlaps with increasing 
exposure to a small chimney and finally the ridge 
leading to easy ground. 

The Ghyll gives a first rate winter route, but is 
best climbed when good snow ice conditions 
prevail. Prolonged frost and powder snow can 
tum itintoanightmare rock problem but a week of 
thaw and freeze following a good fall of snow will 
provide an experience to remember. 

Summary 
Accounts of three winter climbs in the English 

Lake District. The authors are the editors of the 
Winter Guide to be published shortly by Cicerone 
Press. 



K2 or Chogori (8611 m - 28,253ft) stands for 
those familiar with it as the "mountain .of 
mountains". There is none to match it for sheer 
beauty and grandeur among all the 8000m peaks. 
This culmination point of the Karakorum
Himalaya - in its wider sense - has been the goal 
of 14 expeditions to this day. If we ignore 
expeditions to the Karakorum generally and to 
the Baltoro Glacier in particular, confining our 
attention to attempts on K2 itself, we need look no 
further back than 1902. 

In that year a party of six guideless climbers - at 
that time a rather unusual feature - went out to the 
mountain . There were three Britons, Oscar 
Eckenstein (leader), A E. Crowley and G. 
Knowles; two Austrians, H. Pfannl and Dr. V. 
Wessely; and one Swiss, Dr. Jules Jacot
Guillarmod. They imagined K2 to be a fairly easy 
mountain, for in those days no one had any idea of 
what an "Eight Thousander" - let alone K2 -
involved. But Eckenstein's party was none the less 
organised along the lines of a large modern 
expedition. 

They left Srinagar, the capital of Kashmir, on 
the 28th of April and reached Askole, by the 
normal route over the Zoj i La ( 11,578ft) and 
Skardu, on May 25th. Here they were held up by 
various difficulties and did not reach Paiju near 
the tongue of the Baltoro Glacier until June 7th, 
where they established a Base Camp. Two days ' 
march above Paiju is Urdukas (13 ,311ft), a 
beautifully situated meadow-site by the lower 
Baltoro, with good water supply, turf and the last 
available wood. Theyimmediatelyrecognized the 
advantages of this spot and established their lower 
advance-camp there, a practice that has been 
followed ever since by almost every Baltoro 
expedition. 

From Urdukas they crossed to the northern 
bank of the glacier and camped successively in 
Lungka, Gore, Biange and Doksam. Skirting the 
base of "Marble Peak" towards the north, the 
expedition marched in four segments up the 
Godwin-Austen Glacier. Camp 9 was located at 
17,358ft at the southern base ofK2 ; Camp 10, on 
June 20th, at 18, 700ft above an icefall about 
halfway between K2 and Broad Peak. The original 
intention was to attack K2 directly by the steep 
South-East Spur, later christened the "Abruzzi 
Rib", but they came to the conclusion that the 
North-East Ridge offered "an easier proposition"; 
Camp 11 was sited at 19,450ft at the foot of that 
ridge. The North-East Buttress rises to an 
unnamed subsidiary peak (Pt. 22,380) which had 
to be reached first. There were two possible ways 
of achieving this : 

(a) from the north-east over the notch between 
K2 is merely an identifica ti on sign of the Survey of India, mean ing 

Ka rakorum Peak Nr. 2. At the time it was not known that th is was indeed the 
second-highest mounta in of our planet. There is no universa lly accepted 
local name in ex istence. and all sorts of names have been suggested.among 
them "Mount Godwi n-Austen" after Colonel H. 1--1 . Godwi n-Austen. who 
carried out the fi rst physical survey of the Bahoro Region in 186 1 and 
undertook the fi rst exploraiory mapping of the area. He cernt inly had a 
stronger cla im to the ti tle than had Si r George Everest in ihe case or 
Chomolongma, but - excej) t in the single case or Everest - the Indian 
Survey sirongly opposed the naming or peaks after peopl e. Consequently 
the name Godwin•Austen gradually rell into disuse and is now mos tly to be 
round in out-0r.date atlases. 

The name "Oapsang" or" Mount Dapsang'' has not died outenti rely, but 
there is only one "Dapsang" Plateau which lies about a hundred miles to 

by G. 0. and Norman Dyhrenfurth 

Skyang Kangri (formerly known as "Staircase 
Peak", 24, 750ft) and Pt. 22,380. A reconnaissance 
by Pfannl and Wessely produced negative results, 
a continual bombardment of falling stones com
pelling them to retreat below the crest of the ridge. 

(b) by the south-east ridge of Pt. 22,380. Jacot
Guillarmod and Wessely pushed a reconnais
sance to about 21 ,655ft, but this approach too 
proved impossible, as it was far too technical a 
climb for the Balti porters. 

The two Austrians next suggested an attempt 
on Skyang Kangri by way of the Skyang La 
(20,450ft), earlier known as "Windy Gap" - they 
had meanwhile reconnoitred this Col, which they 
had named "Grenzsattel" (Frontier Col), and 
come to the conclusion that Skyang Kangri could 
easily be climbed from it. Unfortunately this 
suggestion was not pursued. 

Pfannl, who had not fully recovered from a 
severe attack ofbronchitis, and Wesselywanted to 
make an immediate second attempt on the notch 
between Skyang Kangri and Pt. 22,380, in order to 
settle the expedition's programme and 
established their tent (Camp 12) close under the 
steep slope leading to the Col. The exertions 
caused Pfannl ' s condition to worsen and develop 
into pulmonary oedema. On joining them at 
Camp 12, Dr. Jacot-Guillarmod realized at once 
that Pfannl had to be rushed down to the valley if 
he was to survive. He accompanied the sick man 
down to Camp 9 and then returned to Camp 11, 
while Wesselywentalong to Urdukas with Pfannl. 

The remaining climbers at Camp 11 failed to 
achieve anything of importance. Frightful 
weather, heavy snowfall and an outbreak of 
influenza compelled the party to withdraw. 
August 19th found them back at Askole. 

The results of this Eckenstein Expedition were 
thus limited to the reconnaissance of the Upper 
Godwin-Austen Glacier; the ascent ofSkyang La 
and the assessment of the possibilities of climbing 
Skyang Kangri and Pt. 22,380 were also of 
importance. But on the whole the results were 
disappointing, considering that the expedition 
was so well-organized and included six competent 
European climbers. Perhaps, due to lack of 
previous Himalayan experience, the party had 
aimed too high from the outset. The expedition's 
teamwork also left much to be desired. 

Iftheadvice of Pfannl and Wessely - at that time 
in the forefront of the world' s leading climbers -
had been accepted and a determined effort to 
climb Skyang Kangri had been made early 
enough, an important success might well have 
followed. The ascent ofa 24,750ftpeak in 1902 
would have been nothing short of sensational. It 
was much too early for K2, and it is perhaps a pity 
ihe southeast or K2. 

"M ount Akbar" means The Great Mou ntain, but the appellation isquiie 
unknown local ly; nor is the Kashmiri name ··Lamba Pahar'', which carries 
the same meani ng. in common use. But in Baltistan one does occasionally 
hear the name ··c1io,:on", also meaning Great Mou nta in. It would have 
been a splendid name. had ii round general acceptance; but everyone has 
gradually become so accustomed to the English designation and its 
phonetic pronunciation, 1hat even the porters and ihe people or A.<.kole 
mosdy call the mou nta in "Ke-Tu'' Far from offend ing as prosa ic and 
unromantic. its very brcvi1y has come io appeal as original and rugged. The 
pedani wedded to correct nomenclature will properl y cl ing io Chogori . 
Perhaps ihe besi solution is to give the second highest peak on Earth the 
double name or" K1 or Cho,:ori ~. 

that Eckenstein held so rigidly to his preconceived 
objective. The weather, which appears to have 
been exceptionally bad in the Karakorum that 
season, the impact of various illnesses and the 
severe friction between members of the party all 
contributed to the venture's ultimate failure. 

1909: The big expedition led by the Duke of the 
Abruzzi represented a major step in the final 
exploration of the Baltoro and the reconnaissance 
ofK2. Those who took part were Luigi Amadeo di 
Savoia, Duke of the Abruzzi; his adjutant and 
topographer F. Negrotto; the well-known 
geographer Filippo de Filippi ; the famous 
mountain photographer Vittorio Sella and his 
assistant E. Botta; three Courmayeur guides, 
Guiseppe Pettigax, Alessio and Enrico 
Brocherel; three porters, also from Courmayeur, 
and, lastly, Mr. Baines from Kashmir in charge of 
transport and logistics. There were thirteen 
Europeans and an average of three hundred and 
sixty porters. This impressive undertaking, 
organised and led with his usual brilliance by the 
Duke, was worthy of that Prince among explorers 
and climbers. 

The approach from Srinagar by the Zoji La -
Oras - Skardu - Askole route to Urdukas, went 
exactly according to plan and with remarkable 
speed between April 24th and May 25th. The 
reconnaissance of the peak began immediately 
after an advanced camp (Camp 3, 16,513ft) had 
been set up at the southern base of K2. The 
southern and western flanks were soon rejected as 
impossible, and an attack on the South-East Rib 
was decided on, for which a Camp 4 was set up at 
18,242ft. This rocky South-East Rib, however - at 
the time considered to be the only practicable 
route to the top - proved too much for the Balti 
porters. The Duke decided not to push matters 
any further and withdrew to Base Camp. 

Wishing to carry out the most meticulous and 
systematic study of K2, he pushed on up the 
Central Savoia Glacier, which lies on the south
western side of the great peak, and on June 4th he 
placed a fifth camp at 18, 177ft. From here he and 
his guides took three days to reach the difficultand 
somewhat dangerous "Savoia-Saddle" (21,871 ft) 
at the start of the North-West Ridge, and thus 
gained a first glimpse of the peak's horrendous 
northern precipices. A descent on the Shaksgam 
side was out of the question. With the north
western, western and south-western approaches 
fully reconnoitred, the whole party withdrew once 
more to its advanced base camp. 

Though the partially-explored buttress of Pt. 
22,380 did not look very promising, it was decided 
to examine and photograph it in more detail. 
Skyang Kangri, then still known as "Staircase 
Peak", also offered a worthy challenge. Camp 6 
was set up on the Upper Godwin-Austen Glacier 
at 18,603ft, and Camp 7 closely beneath Skyang 
La ("Windy Gap") at 20,450ft. Progress was then 
slowed down by a period of bad weather, with 
heavy snowfall and avalanche danger. It was not 
until June 24th that Camp 8 ("Shelter Camp") 
could be sited above Skyang La, when it was 
discovered that a huge cleft, cutting straight 
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through the entire slope, barred all further 
progress. Every effort to overcome this 
unexpected obstacle proved in vain and, at a 
height of about21,650ft, the Duke was compelled 
to order the retreat. Improvements of the map ant! 
a unique collection of photographs must have 
been some slight consolation. It was evident that 
Skyang Kangri was tougher than Pfannl and 
Wessely had anticipated, even if the great 
transverse crevasse could be by-passed at some 
other time under more favourable conditions. 
With a little more luck the Duke might have 
succeeded on Skyang Kangri and later on Chogo
lisa (25,112ft), then known as "Bride Peak"; 
perhaps no one deserved it more than this great 
explorer and climber. As it is, when he reached 
24,600ft in his partial success on Chogolisa, he 
established an altitude-record which was not 
surpassed until thirteen years later on Everest. 
The 1: 100,000 map, photogrammetrically pro
duced by Negrotto, was a tremendous step 
forward and formed the basis of all later work in 
the Baltoro. The scientific results were also 
important and many-faceted, and every 
mountaineer the world over has admired Vittorio 
Sella's magnificent photographs ever since. De 
Filippi's huge book on the expedition, together 
with its map, is one of the true and enduring 
classics of Himalayan literature. 

1929: World War I and its aftermath caused a 
Jong gap. Then, once again, it was a big Italian 
expedition which started the ball rolling. In charge 
was Aimone di Savoia-Aosta, Duke ofSpoleto, a 
nephew of Abruzzi. An attempt on K2 was the 
original objective, but on careful consideration 
the Organizing Committee dropped this plan and 
placed the real emphasis on the side of science, 
concentrating on a more comprehensive study of 
the entire Baltoro region, a new photogrammetric 
survey and the exploration of Shaksgam. Credit 
for the varied and important scientific 
observations must go largely to Professor Ardito 
Desio, the expedition's geographer and geologist. 
But little was added to the knowledge ofK2, and 
the detailed map of the mountain, in spite of its 
1:25,000 scale, is full of imperfections. The 
photographic results do not in any way stand 
comparison with the masterpieces Sella brought 
back from the Abruzzi expedition, and their 
reproduction in the book is decidedly second-rate. 

1934: The objective of G. 0. Dyhrenfurth's 
International Himalayan Expedition was not K2, 
but the exploration of the south-eastern end of the 
Baltoro and particularly the "Conway Saddle". 
Ascents of Sia Kangri (formerly Queen Mary 
Peak, 24,350ft) and Baltoro Kangri V (formerly 
Golden Throne, about 23, 780ft) represented the 
first 7000ers climbed in the Karakorum. Perhaps it 
should be mentioned that in climbing Sia Kangri 
West (24,000ft) with her husband, Mrs. Hettie 
Dyhrenfurth established an altitude record for 
women that was broken at last when Madame 
Oaude Kogan reached the top of Ganesh Peak 
(24,299ft) with Raymond Lambert in 1955. 

1936: The first "French Himalayan 
Expedition" also passed K2 by and made a gallant 
but unsuccessful attempt on Gasherbrum I. 

1937: Eric Shipton's Shaksgam Expedition, 
with its young topographer Michael Spender, 
succeeded in mapping the north side of K2 and 
bringing back an excellent photographic record. 

1938: An American expedition under Dr. 
Charles S. Houston, who had been to Nanda Devi 
in 1936, took up the challenge. Other members 
were: Richard L. Burdsall, who had taken part in 
the successful ascent of Minya Konka in 1932; 
Robert H. Bates, William P. House, Paul K 
Petzoldt and a British liaison officer, Captain N. R 
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Streatfield. Wishing to see everything for 
themselves rather than relying on the facts 
established by the 1909 expedition, some time 
was spent on a number of reconnaisance trips 
which covered the north-western, western, 
eastern and north-eastern approaches. It was 
finally decided to concentrate all efforts on the 
Abruzzi Rib. This tremendous Spur, which leaps 
up to the 25,400 point at the shoulder ofK2, had 
proved too tough a proposition for the Balti 
porters in 1909. This time there were good 
Sherpas available, among them Pasang Kikuli, 
their Sirdar, who had been to Kangchenjunga four 
times and once each to Everest, Nanda Devi, 
Chomolhari and Nanga Parbat, where in 1934 he 
had been one of the few survivors of that 
disastrous retreat from the mountain. 

A thorough reconnaissance of the Spur was 
carried out by Houston and William P. House. 
They climbed the first 1,300ft, during which they 
came upon unmistakable traces of the Abruzzi 
Expedition and, though the climbing on the lower 
pitches was not too severe, they did not find a 
single place where a camp could be placed. It was 
also obvious that the difficulties increased 
considerably higher up. The information gained 
was therefore not very encouraging, and it was 
decided once more to explore, even more 
conscientiously, the two other possibilities, the 
North-West and North-East ridges, before 
committing the party finally to the "Abruzzi Rib" 
line of attack. Once again two parties fanned out, 
one going up the Savoia Glacier, the other towards 
Pt. 22,380, but with negative results in both cases. 

Camp 1 (17, 717ft)was set upatlastatthe base of 
the Abruzzi Rib on July 1st. House and Petzoldt 
went in search ofasuitable place forthefirstridge
camp. Climbing on the south-west side of the rib, 
they discovered at long last, late in theafternoon,a 
small snowy groove above a steep ice-couloir, 
which offered a good spot for Camp 2 (about 
19 ,300ft). The route from Camp 1 to 2 was difficult 
at two points only which were safe-guarded by 
fixed-ropes. 

The next stage, again reconnoitred by House 
and Petzoldt, was severe and exposed from the 
very start, and the site for Camp 3 (about 20, 700ft) 
was small, uncomfortable and airy. Several days 
had to be spent before this sector could be made 
safe for laden porters; dozens of pitons were 
hammered in and more than a thousand feet of 
rope made fast. 

Camp 3 could not be occupied till July 10th. 
From here the route led up over very steep and 
broken rock. This section was not only difficult 
technically: its most unpleasant feature was that 
the stones, which had to be cleared away as the 
men climbed, fell on the whole route above Camp 
2 and straight on to the exposed Camp 3. It was 
pure luck that no serious accident occurred here, 
the two tents at Camp 3 were riddled with holes by 
frequent direct hits. Henceforth it could not be 
occupied while anyone was climbing above, and 
the tents had to be laid flat and covered by rock 
slabs every time anyone went up. Camp 4 was 
pitched on July 13th, on top of a seventy-foot 
gendarme, at about 21,500ft. 

The next stage, Jed by House and Bates, was 
exhausting and severe. A yellowish "step" barred 
access to the whole face and had to be overcome by 
frontal assault. The crux was a 150ft chimney, 
almost vertical, fairly smooth, and backed by ice. 
The forcing of "House's Chimney'' alone took 
four hours, so that the day's progress was slight 
and Camp 5 had to be placed at about 22,000ft. 

Houston and Petzoldt took over the lead again, 
and by way of a number of rock pitches and three 
ice-gullies, reached a tiny perch for Camp 6 at 

about 23,300ft. This was at the base of the 
enormous dark pillar which leads to the shoulder 
of the mountain. Bad weather dictated a dayofrest 
at Camp 5 on July 17th. On the 18th Houston and 
Petzoldt pushed on beyond the site of Camp 6, 
while the others completed building the camp 
before retiring to 5. Houston and Petzoldt were 
thus able to occupy Camp 6 that night, and next 
day to proceed with their attempt on the great 
pillar, which looked difficult but possible. At 
about three in the afternoon they reached the true 
crest oftheAbruzzi-Rib, about600ft below the top 
of the Shoulder, Pt. 25,397. The traverse of a steep 
ice-slope on the north-east side required another 
hour of step-cutting and the use of two pitons for a 
rope-balustrade. They were then able to continue 
without further difficulty, though the last part was 
in deep snow, to the top of the Shoulder. Stopping 
only for a brief glance across at Broad Peak, the 
Gasherbrum Group and the distant, ghostly 
shadow of Nanga Parbat, they hurried down to 
Camp 6, where the others had meanwhile 
installed themselves. 

Here they held an urgent council of war. There 
were barely ten days' provisions at Camp 6. True, 
there were sizeable reserves at Camps 2, 4 and 5; 
but it was evident that a long and severe route such 
as the Abruzzi-Rib could only be negotiated in 
good weather conditions. In the event of one of 
those typical Baltoro blizzards, it would be 
imperative to sit it out before any attempt could be 
made to descend. The entire route above Camp 2 
had been climbed with careful belays; the descent 
would require equally slow and meticulous work, 
so that, in the event of storm and low tempera
tures, frostbite might be unavoidable. 

How long would the good weather hold? The 
Americans believed it must end soon. Should 
they, in spite of that likely prospect, press forward 
"regardless of casualties"? Or should they be 
satisfied with the results achieved so far and 
retreat? After long discussion - something rather 
prevalent on American expeditions - they agreed 
on a compromise. They would pitch a seventh 
camp further up the mountain, but only for two 
men and for two days - a proposal tantamount to 
renouncing a summit attempt. From this Camp 7 
they were to push on as high as possible in one day 
and then return to it. They considered this to be 
the limit, if they were to keep within the accepted 
rules of safe climbing. 

Bates and House volunteered to prepare Camp 
7 for their two team-mates and return to Camp 6. 
Owing to the great technical difficulties of this 
stage, only one of the three Sherpas, Pasang 
Kikuli, was taken along, a decision which 
seriously upset and disheartened the other two 
men and would appear to have been an excess of 
caution; but it certainly proves the real fighting 
spirit of these "Tigers" - i.e. recipients of the 
famous "Tiger" medal for having carried to 
8000m and beyond on previous expeditions. 
Though the loads were relatively light ones of no 
more than twenty-five pounds, the rate of advance 
was so slow that the end of the ridge, where the ice 
traverse begins, was not reached until the middle 
of the afternoon. Bates, House and Pasang left 
their loads here and hastened down again to reach 
Camp 6 before dark. Houston and Petzoldt ferried 
everything across and scooped out a respectable 
platform for their tent at about 24, 700ft. In this, 
the expedition's highest camp, they spent a 
peaceful, comfortable night and seem to have 
slept so well that they only set out again at eight 
o'clock on July 21st. 

They wore crampons, for although in some 
places, they broke through the crust well above the 
knee, the surface was hard as cement in others. A 



big "bergschrund" with an overhanging lip was 
crossed by a rather precarious and steep snow
bridge. 

By noon they reached Pt. 7740 (25,397ft), 
where they had already been in the afternoon of 
July 19th. From this point a broad snow field, 
littered with ice-debris, leads to the foot of the 
summit pyramid. Hanging masses of ice below 
the final upthrust obviously threaten a major part 
of the Shoulder, aratherunusual situation to cope 
with at such altitude. The two Americans hurried 
through the danger zone to the protective coverof 
the rocks which form the characteristic support of 
the final summit cone. Here Petzoldt made out an 
excellent site for a Camp 8 at about 25,900ft, but it 
was too late in the day to actually reach it. To prove 
that the rocks were climbable. Petzoldt went up a 
little way further; the highest point reached was 
about 26,000ft. 

The weather was gloriously fine, warm and 
windless. The view was clear to the far horizon, 
south-westwards to Nanga Parbat, in the other 
direction deep into Eastern Turkestan. Broad 
Peak, barely above their own level, seemed 
near enough to touch. Over it all lay the 
mysterious silence of Eternity. 

With heavy hearts they turned their backs on the 
summit and returned to Camp 7. During the 
evening they kept on toying with the possibilities. 
Could they still "make it''? But it was too late now: 
the decision had been made, the others were 
waiting for them at Camp 6. On July 22nd they 
reached that camp, partook ofa midday meal with 
their friends, and afterwards all started down the 
ridge together. In order to get past the dreaded 

"House's Chimney'', they pressed on even further 
and reached Camp 4 in the evening - that is, a 
descentfromCamp7toCamp4inasingleday!On 
the 23rd they continued down to Camp 2, another 
big and exhausting undertaking, for the route had 
changed much, all their steps had disappeared, 
and now they carried extremely heavy loads to 
make things worse. 

Next morning Burdsall came up, with the 
remaining three Sherpas, to help in bringing the 
loads down, and by the evening of the 24th 
everyone and everything was safely back at Base. 
They were proud of the expedition's considerable 
success and glad that it had been achieved with out 
a single misadventure, but their happiness was 
tempered by regret that they had failed to reach the 
summit without actually having been forced to 
retreat. As to the weather, though conditions 
gradually deteriorated, a real Baltoro blizzard 
never did materialize at all. 

In retrospect it can be said that it was a great pity 
that the Americans sacrificed so much time on 
repeated reconnaissance ventures on a mountain 
which was already reasonably well known. After 
the final choice of the Abruzzi-Rib had been 
made, there can be nothing but the highest praise 
for the manner in which they tackled this 
formidable problem. In pressing forward to the 
base of the final summit pyramid of K2 and 
reaching a height of26,000ft above the Shoulder, 
they achieved an outstanding success. In this they 
were assisted by a certain amount ofluck with the 
weather. By the endofJunean unbroken period of 
some weeks offineweather had set in, interrupted 
by only a few day of bad weather. This not only 

Above: TheclassicviewofK2from Concordia. Left 
skyline is South West Ridge, right skyline is Abruzzi 
Ridge. Photo: Tony Riley. 

made the climbing of the South-East Ridge easier; 
it was what really made it possible. 

G. 0. Dyhrenfurth wrote in his book "Baltoro" 
(Schwabe, Basel 1939): 

"In such a situation, is not the unhesitating 
approach, sicklied o'er by no pale cast of thought, 
the vital one? The man who, on such a dangerous 
enterprise, seeks the assurance of a safe retreat 
will not deserve to draw near to the 'Throne of 
the Gods '. It may be a long time before Chogori, 
the Great Mountain, shows itself so well 
disposed, before an assault party of climbers in 
good shape is poised above the Shoulder, in 
peifect weather and ideal condition, close under 
thefinal upthrust. The poet's words will not leave 
my mind: 

'There's no Eternity that can restore 
Whatfrom the Unforgiving Minute 
Was lost before . . . ' 

[fthey had only built up Camp 7 properlya,:id then 
pushedforward a small high shelter at 26,000ft, 
they might - perhaps - have done it. And what a 
resounding/eat it would have been! Not the mere 
record involved in climbing the first "Eight 
Thousander": it woi.ld have been the second 
highest and most beautiful of all mountains -
Chogori, the imcomparable!" 
(A personal comment from Norman Dyhren-

furth: 
"When Ken Wilson, the former editor of Moun
tain, sounded me out about translating and up
dating my father's series on the Highest Moun-
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tains, I was not overly enthusiastic, but my 
father, who was still in the best of health at the 
time, encouraged me to undertake the task, with 
one proviso: there were to be no basic changes in 
content, nor in personal opinions expressed. I 
have tried to live up to my given promise, made 
two years before his death in 1975. There were 
times when my own views might have differed, 
and some readers have indeed written me some 
bitter and even scathing letters. Regrettable, yes, 
but I shall not break my word. If I remember 
correctly it was Clement Attlee who said some
thing to the effect that "If you can't stand the 
heat, keep away from thefire". 
1939: The very next year brought a second 

American Expedition to the scene. In place of Dr. 
Charles S. Houston, who was unable to get away 
from medical work, the outstanding German
American climber Fritz H. Wiessner, member of 
the 1932 Nanga Parbat Expedition, assumed the 
leadership. It is unfortunate that manyofhis team
mates did not adjust well to altitude and had to 
return to Base with heart trouble, frostbite and 
other ailments. During the critical days, while 
Wiessner, with Dudley F. Wolfe and the best of the 
Sherpas, was moving into position for a summit 
bid, there was not a single Sahib on the Abruzzi 
Ridge above Camp 2! It is certain, however, that 
the leader of the expedition, high up on the 
mountain at the head of the assault party, was not 
aware of this dangerous situation. 

Camp 7, at24,706ft, was properly stocked and a 
new Camp 8 sited on July 14th, but owing to bad 
snow con di lions it had to be placed lowerthan had 
been foreseen the year before, at about 25,300ft, 
near the crest of the Shoulder. A further two days' 
interruption followed, brought on by a storm. On 
July 17th they pushed ahead, but progress was 
exceptionally exhausting in deep fresh snow. 
Wolfe, suffering from altitude-sickness, had to 
return to Camp 8. Wiessner had only one "tiger" 
with him - Pasang Dawa Lama (not to be 
confused with Pasang Kikuli, the Sirdar). They 
managed to pitch an assault tent (Camp 9) among 
the lowest rocks of the summit pyramid, at 
26,050ft. 

On the 19th they made their bid for the top. 
Difficult climbing brought them to a prominent, 
reddish rock barrier at about 26,840ft. Here two 
possibilities presented themselves: a right-hand 
traverse to a steep snow-gully leading upwards 
under the great ice-bulge of the Eastern wall, or a 
direct attack on the sheer, dark rock band to the 
west. Wiessner, an outstanding technical rock
climber, chose - perhaps unfortunately- this left
hand route. The climbing turned out to be very 
severe, and this at an altitude of more than 
27,200ft. A narrow fissure, cut into the rock 
behind a huge block, overhung in places and 
could not be tackled frontally. Wiessnerwanted to 
get a footing on the SoutheastRidgejustabovethe 
rock band. Only the first seventy feet were 
difficult, after that it eased off somewhat. But it 
was already 6.30 p.m., and Pasang, who had till 
then played his part as second man with great 
courage, refused to pay out the rope; he suggested 
a return to Camp 9 and another attempt, next day, 
by the eastern side. Wiessner, after some 
argument, gave in with a great deal of reluctance 
and a heavy heart (he later estimated the highest 
point reached as 27,500ft). 

During a remarkable rappell in total darkness 
the rope got caught in the crampons Pasang was 
carrying on top of his rucksack, tearing them from 
it Down they went, clattering into the abyss - a 
mishap that was to have dire consequences. They 
did not reach Camp9 till 2.30 in the morning. July 
20th was needed desperately as a day of rest. 
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The second summit assault on July 21st aimed 
at the Great Couloir, to the right of the rocky 
South-East Ridge, but here they encountered 
hard ice. Since Pasang Dawa Lama had lost his 
crampons, this ~ould have entailed 400 to 500 feet 
of back-breaking step-cutting, at a height of better 
than 27,000ft. Without oxygen-apparatus this was 
more than could be done in a single day. ltwas too 
late by now for another try on the western route. 
There was nothing to do but admit defeat and 
return to Camp 9. 

Here their supplies were just about exhausted. 
Leaving almost all their gear at Camp 9, they 
moved down to the next lower Camp on the 
following day to replenish their provisions. Wolfe, 
waiting for them there, greeted them joyfully, but 
imparted the extraordinary news that during all 
the time they had been away, not a soul had come 
up from the lower camps. Consequently supplies 
at Camp 8 too had dwindled to such an extent that 
they were forced to descend to Camp 7, where on 
July 14th they had left a fairly large supply depot. 
On the way down there was an unpremeditated 
glissade, which Wiessner luckily was able to hold, 
but at the cost of Wolfe's sleeping-bag and his 
16mm movie-cameras. On arrival at Camp 7 that 
evening they were dealt a shattering blow: for 
some inexplicable reason it had been completely 
evacuated. Reserve sleeping-bags, air mattresses 
and most of the food had mysteriously 
disappeared. They spent a most trying night with 
only one bag and one mattress between them; but 
they were still hoping to make another attack on 
the summit. With this in mind Wolfe remained at 
Camp 7, while Wiessner and Pasang went down to 
Camp 6 in order to get the supply line going again 
from there. It was only then that the full extent of 

Above: Fritz Wiessner, still very much alive and 
climbing at the age of 79. Photo Bonnington. 

the catastrophe was revealed: Camp 6 was gone, 
so was 5 and indeed everything down to Camp 2. 
On the 29th they stumbled into Base Camp half
alive, frostbitten, broken in body and spirit. 

What had happened in between? On July 18th 
Jack Durrance had sent Pasang Kikuli and Dawa 
Thondup from 2 to 4 with instructions to bring 
down all the sleeping-bags from there. This was 
done. On the 19th Durrance and the two Sherpas 
went down to Base Camp with thirteen sleeping
bags. For Wiessner he had left a note at Camp 2, 
telling him that the evacuation of the lower camps 
had been completed on his (Durrance's) 
instructions, and that from now on there were no 
sleeping-bags left below Camp 6. At the same time 
he wished him good luck and said he felt sure that 
the summit party must by now have reached the 
top, seeing the splendid form they were in, how 
good the weather was and how well-supplied the 
highest camps were. Far from serving as 
justification for Durrance's actions, it does at least 
provide a psychological explanation for his fateful 
decision. 

Why had Camps 6 and 7 been evacuated as 
well? The two Sherpas Thendrup and Kitar had 
been detailed as "shuttle" carriers between 7 and 
8; but with no supervision or authority - there 
being no Sahib anywhere near, and their Sirdar 
Pasang Kikuli then detained lower down - they 
had left their post at Camp 7 of their own accord 
and had gone down to Camp 4, where they ran 
into Kikuli. He promptly chased them up again. 
But during this meeting Thendrup and Ki tar of 
course learned that, on Durrance's instructions, 



the Sirdar and Dawa Thondup were charged with 
taking all the sleeping-bags down to Base. 

On the 19th Thendrup and Kitar went up to 
Camp 6, and on the next morning to Camp 7, to 
resume their support role for Camp 8. Thendrup, 
who was recognised as the leader, does not seem 
to have been particularly fond of this duty. 
Certainly he contented himself with a very short 
ascent form Camp 7, at the end of which he merely 
shouted up to Camp 8. Unfortunately he got no 
reply. Perhaps he was too far below, or the wind 
carried his shouts away; or it may_just have been 
that Dudley Wolfe happened to be sleeping at the 
time. 

At all events the porter, succumbing suddenly 
to superstitious terror, became convinced that the 
Gods ofChogori had destroyed the entire summit 
group ofWiessner, Wolfe and PasangDawa Lama 
by means of an ice avalanche. The other porters at 
Camp 7 wereonlytoo susceptible to the panic with 
which he infected them; not one of them doubted 
the truth of Thendup's assertions; not one of 
them had the courage left to go up to Camp 8 for a 
proper look. The one man who would never have 
allowed himself to be scared, Pasang Kikuli, the 
thoroughly reliable leader of the Sherpas over 
whom he had immense influence - a clear-headed 
climber of great skill and utmost loyalty - spent 
those fateful days down below at Base Camp, on 
Jack Durrance's instructions. For the entire 
length of the Abruzzi-Rib there was no Sahib, no 
Sirdar, not a single person who could have braced 
himself and others against the impending 
catastrophe! 

The panicky Sherpas at Camp 7 had only one 
thought left: to save as much of the expedition's 
gear as possible. As a further incentive, Thendrup 
knew of course that on order ofDurrance Sahib all 
the bags from the lower camps had been brought 
down to Base. So they evacuated Camps 6 and 7 
and from the 21st to the 23rd they dragged every 
single thing they could carry down the mountain. 

When the four porters with their immense 
loads arrived at Base Camp, three men there 
were greatly concerned: the Indian school 
teacher Chandra, the Mohammedan cook, and 
most of all Pasang Kikuli. All three suggested to 
the Sahibs (Cromwell, Durrance and Trench) that 
the sleeping-bags should be sent up again at once. 
This request was turned down in no uncertain 
terrns, and they were admonished not to say 
another word about the matter. It would in any 
case have been too late, for one day later - on the 
24th - Wiessner and Pasang Dawa Lama turned 
up more dead than alive at Base. 

Wolfe was still lying up at Camp 7, all alone. 
Durrance, with three porters, set out on a rescue 
attempt, but got only as far as Camp 4: he was still 
suffering from the altitude and had to return to 
Base with Dawa Thondup on the27th,a sick man. 
The other two Sherpas, Pintso and Kitar, stayed 
up there. On the 28th Pasang Kikuli and Tsering, 
equipped with sleeping-bags, made a forced climb 
from Base Camp (17, 700ft) to Camp 6 (23,295ft) 
in a single day - an almost incredible feat. Tsering 
now remained at Camp 6 while Kikuli, Pintso and 
Ki tar went up to Camp 7 on the 29th. Wolfe had by 
now fallen into a state of complete apathy and 
refused to attempt the descent, in spiteoftheoffers 
of every assistance from the three Sherpas. He 
asked Kikuli to come up again next day, saying he 
would be ready for them then. That afternoon the 
Sherpas with drew to Camp 6. It is noteworthy that 
this sector between 6 and 7, the last bastion of the 
Abruzzi-Rib, which had been considered so 
difficult in 1938 that Pasang Kikuli alone had been 
allowed on it, belayed by two Sahibs, could now 

be negotiated several times in either direction by 
three Sherpas with no Sahib to supervise them. 

Bad weather kept them waiting on the 30th. But 
on the next day the three indefatigable stalwarts 
set off again for Camp 7 in the hopeofbeingable to 
persuade Wolfe to try the descent, or at least to 
obtain from him a written declaration, absolving 
them from all responsibility. That is the last that is 
known of them, through Tsering, who had 
remained at Camp 6 and arrived at Base on August 
2nd. Wiessner - weak and sick as he was - made a 
last, hopeless rescue attempt. This never got 
beyond Camp 2, where a heavy snow-storrn, 
which was to last three days, compelled them to 
withdraw. That was the end. Dudley Wolfe and 
three of the bravest Sherpas ever to climb - Pasang 
Kikuli, Pasang Ki tar and Pintso - found their final 
resting place on K2. 

It is understandable that this tragic outcome of 
the second American K2 Expedition should have 
met with severe criticism in mountaineering 
circles - especially in the English-speaking Alpine 
Clubs. Gerrnan-born Fritz Wiessner came in for 
most of the blame, at a time, when he was in no 
condition to defend himself, lying in a New York 
hospital, mentally and physically ill for several 
months. Norrnan Dyhrenfurth, a New York 
resident at the time, visited him there and 
obtained some first-hand information of the 
tragedy. It took a very long time before the true 
facts became known, and many years later Fritz 
Wiessner was not only cleared of all charges made 
against him and his leadership, but at the 
instigation of Andrew Kauffman and others 
among his many friends in American mount
aineering circles the American Alpine Club made 
Wiessner an Honorary member. A somewhat 
belated but highly deserved "restitution"' 

Up to this day Wiessner remains convinced that 
he would have been successful if the high camps 
particularly Camp 7 - had not been evacuated. To 
what extent human and mountaineering failings, 
as well as pure mischance may have contributed to 
the disaster, can readily be recognized by anyone 
who studies the facts closely. What was sorely 
lacking was the reliable, harmonious co- _ 
operation of a proven team of experienced high
altitude climbers. An outstanding mountaineer in 
the lead, behind him nothing but a big vacuum -
that was the unfortunate situation. Had Wiessner 
been at the head of the assault party of the previous 
year, all - in the opinion of many - would have 
been well, and K2 would in all human probability 
have been climbed in 1938, twelve years before 
Annapurna was scaled by the French' 

1953: Another American assault was mounted, 
this time again under the leadership ofDr. Charles 
S. Houston. The others were Robert H. Bates, a 
member of the 1938 expedition, George I. Bell, 
well-known for his climbs on Yerupaja and 
Salcantay, Robert W. Craig, Arthur K. Gilkey, 
Dee Molenaar, Peter K. Schoening and a British 
member, H. R A Streather as transport officer. 
Base Camp was reached on June 19th, and the 
next three weeks were spent in establishing the 
high camps on the Abruzzi Ridge at the same sites 
as in 1938 and 1939. Throughout this period the 
weather remained good, butaround the middle of 
July a great deterioration set in. But in spite of 
storms, which became more frequent and 
heavier, the work was carried on and Camp 8 was 
erected near the top of the 25,400ft Shoulder on 
August 1st. 

All eight members of the party arrived there in 
good condition and with high hopes for the 
summit; they had supplies and fuel to last them for 
twelve days. Just then a blizzard set in which con-

tinued for ten days, putting an end to all thoughts 
of further progress. Geologist Art Gilkey 
developed inflammation oftheveinsanda throm
bosis which spread to both legs and his lungs. On 
August 10th they decided on a desperate attempt 
to carry the stricken friend down the mountain, 
but only succeeded in covering about 500ft that 
day. Towards evening somebody slipped and fell: 
the ropes of three parties of two became entangled 
sothatall except one, Schoening, were swept down 
the mountainside. Pete Schoening, with remark
able skill and presence of mind, managed a 
dynamic belay which held the other five, who 
luckily suffered only minor injuries. Using pitons 
to secure the stretcher on which Gilkey lay, they 
put up a bivouac tent; but when they went to 
bring the sick man in, they found to their horror 
that an avalanche had swept him to his death. 
Tragic as it was, it probably saved the lives of the 
others: To carry a severely stricken man all the way 
down the difficult Abruzzi Ridge through the 
unrelenting blizzard would certainly have been 
close to impossible. It took the survivors five days 
to reach Base Camp. George Bell's feet were badly 
frostbitten, and he had to be carried all the way to 
Skardu, nearly 125 miles. The rest were able to 
walk out on their own. The overall performance of 
this expedition was absolutelyoutstanding. Faced 
with the drawback of not being able to use Sherpas 
- for political reasons - the Sahibs had to do all 
their own carrying on the upper part of the 
mountain. The safe withdrawal of seven men 
down so difficult a route in such shocking 
conditions was indeed in the realm of the 
miraculous. 

1954: The Italian Alpine Club had secured the 
Pakistan Government's permission to make a 
full-scale attempt on K2 that year. Thanks to the 
Duke of the Abruzzi, the Italians had old
established "rights" on the mountain, and if they 
did not succeed in 1954, the Americans would be 
havinganotherturn in 1955. So it was well known 
in Italy that this was the critical hour, and they 
acted accordingly. 

The financing of this enormous expedition, 
which was also supported by Government con
tribution, required about 120,000,000 Lire - five 
or six times the scale of the American effort in the 
previous year which was privately-sponsored. The 
leadership was entrusted to Professor Ardito 
Desio, the well-known geologist from Milan, who 
not only had great experience in the Karakorum 
but was known to be a good organiser. The 
carefully selected team, among whom were the 
best Italian guides, was an extraordinarily strong 
one: E. Abram, U. Angelino, W. Bonatti, A 
Compagnoni, -C. Floreanini, P. Gallotti, L. 
Lacedelli, M. Puchoz, U. Rey, G. Solda and S. 
Viotto. Dr. G. Pagani went along as physician, and 
M. Fantin as photographer and film-maker. 

The Pakistan Government assisted in every 
possible way. Col. M. Ata-Ullah, as liaison officer, 
rendered splendid service in exceptional 
circumstances, because, owing to the terrible 
weather, there was every kind of difficulty with the 
porters, and in the end the Baltis deserted. For 
instead of the usual good weather which June 
brings here, the early Summer this time brought 
nothing but snow storms, which seriously 
hampered and delayed the work on the Abruzzi 
Rib. At this point Mario Puchoz ofCourrnayeur 
contracted "altitude cough" and laryngitis, which 
subsequently developed into pneumonia. In spite 
of antibiotics and all efforts by Dr. Pagani, Puchoz 
died at Camp 2 onJune20th, the sixth man to lose 
his life on K2; but the fight for the mountain was 
on. 
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During forty days of bad weather in the course 
of the following two months, the high camps were 
gradually pushed forward. This time Camp 5 was 
equipped with a power-winch which could lift 45 
pounds at a time, covering 1,000ft in ten minutes. 
The entire Abruzzi Ridge was fix-roped , and on 
July 25th Camp 7 was established at last at about 
24,300ft on the hard snow above the Rib. The 
advance party, consisting of Compagnoni, 
l..acedelli , Abram, Gallotti and Rey, reached the 
site for Camp 8 (about25,250ft), nearthetopofthe 
Shoulder, at the very place where the Americans 
had placed their last camp in 1953. On the 30th 
Compagnoni and l..acedelli fought their way up to 
the foot of the great, dark rock-band and pitched 
Camp 9, from which the summit bid would be 
made, at 26,400ft. Meanwhile Abram, Bonatti 
and the Hunza-porter Mahdi made an attempt to 
bring up oxygen-apparatus and supplies, but 
failed to reach Camp 9 before darkness set in. 
Abram managed to get back toCamp8 in time, but 
the other two had to dig a snow cave and bivouac at 
almost26,000ft, thereby matching Buhl's bivouac 
on Nanga Parbat. 

Compagnoni and l..acedelli at Camp 9 hardly 
slept at all. They kept on worrying about their 
missing team-mates and the vitally-needed 
oxygen. As soon as it was light, they descended 
some distance and found the equipment which 
had been deposited the evening before; they then 
struggled up to Camp 9 again. 

There they debated as to what to do. The sky was 
clear and the only clouds iay in a smooth blanket 
thousands offeet below. They decided to go on, in 
spiteoflosttime. At6a.m. onJuly3 I st they started 
off, with three oxygen-bottles and close to 45 
pounds each on his back. The snow was so deep 
that they could not use the broad couloir which 
cuts through the rock belt; they tried the rocks to 
the left instead. Compagnoni took a fall, but 
luckily landed in snow. Lacedelli , removing his 
mittens and crampons, climbed a IOOft pitch -
only grade lII by Dolomite standards, but at such 
altitude this type of classification makes little 
sense. Once above the rock-wall - taking turns in 
the lead - they moved diagonally to the left in deep 
powder-snow to the rim of the South Face,justat 
the bottom of the summit ice-cap. At this point a 
transverse crevasse gave them some trouble, and 
the next fifty feet took Compagnoni, who was in 
the lead, a whole hour. After hours of desperately 
hard work, they were terriblyshortofbreath, close 
to suffocation: the oxygen-bottles were empty, it 
had taken them much longer to come this far than 
anticipated. They yanked off their masks and took 
one deep breath upon another. Very slowly they 
got over their exhaustion and discovered to their 
astonishment that there was no sign of collapse. 
Soon they were off again , working their way with a 
tremendous effort of will-powerup the steep snow 
slopes, which seemed interminable. At last they 
were on the summit ridge, which runs from north 
tosouth,andat6 p.m. they stood on the very top of 
K2, at 28,253ft' There they sat down - only then 
did they rid themselves of the useless oxygen
apparatus, which had become so much ballast -
and took photographs of each other, with the flags 
on their ice-axes and, in the background, far, far 
below the familiar peaks of the Upper Baltoro. 
They even exposed a few feet of 16mm film; it is a 
pity indeed that the motion picture camera with 
the summit footage was later left behind at Camp 
8. 

After an hour's rest, they began the hazardous 
descent which led, owing to the onset of darkness 
and the total exhaustion of both men, to a nasty 
accident: One of them peeled offwitha wind-slab, 
dragging the other after him. An ice-axe was lost 
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and Compagnoni fell nearly fifty feet, hurtling 
across a wide crevasse. It was almost a miracle that 
they found themselves, without any broken 
bones, among their team-mates at Camp 8 by 11 
o'clock that night. 

On the next day, as they continued the descent, 
there was another near-fatal incident: 
Compagnoni slipped and went flying 600ft down 
the slope, towards the edge of the great eastern 
precipice. Fortunately, he was stopped in the nick 
of time by soft snow. All of which is some 
indication of the state of exhaustion in which the 
two summit-climbers were making the descent. 
All told there were six slips on the way down. The 
men were severely frostbitten, Compagnoni ' s 
hands suffering-the greatest damage. 

The triumphant K2 expedition of 1954, like the 
one on Everest the year before, was a well
organized example of a "war of equipment", 
carried to its conclusion by every member of a 
great team. To underline the concept of team
spirit, the names of the two lead-climbers were 
officially kept secret until it was no longer possible 
to keep them from the public. We know that the 
final success was due to the relentless 
determination of two magnificent climbers -
Achille Compagnoni, from Val Furva, and Lino 
Lacedelli, of Cortina d'Ampezzo. Admittedly, 
they climbed "on the shoulders" of their team
mates, as did the whole Italian undertaking on 
those of the 1938, 1939 and 1953 American 
Expeditions. In this way even the "mountain of 
mountains" had in the end to bow its proud head 
to the foot of man. 

There have been a number of attempts since 
then: 

1960: An American-German expedition under 
William D. Hackett was severely hampered by 
atrocious weather. 7260m = 23 ,820ft was the 
highest point reached on the Abruzzi-Rib. 

1975: James W. ("Big Jim") Whittaker, first 
American to climb Everest in 1963, led a U.S. 
team in an attempt on the Northwest Ridge. 
Unusually serious problems with the porters 
brought about all sorts of delays which almost 
defeated the expedition before the mountain was 
reached. Personality clashes - described in almost 
overwhelming detail by Galen Rowell in his book 
"In the Throne Room of the Mountain Gods" 

Above: K2 seen.from Windy Gap. Abruzzi Ridge on 
left, the right skyline is the North East Ridge tried by 
Crowley, the 1976 Poles and climbed in 1978, with 
a traverse to the Abruzzi, by the Americans. Photo: 
Desio. 

(Sierra Club Books, 1977, San Francisco) - did 
not help matters. 6700m = 21 ,982ft on the 
difficult and exposed rest of the North-west Ridge 
was all that could be accomplished that year, a 
somewhat disappointing result when compared 
with the success stories on Hidden Peak, 
Gasherbrum II, Ill and others at the very same 
time 

1976: The Polish Karakorum Expedition chose 
the magnificent North-East Ridge for itsobjective. 
A very strong team of 19 climbers under the 
leadership of Janusz Kurczab battled its way up to 
a height of 8400m = 27,560ft, surmounting 
impressive technical obstacles along much of the 
route. The highest point was reached by E. 
Chrobak and W. Wroz at 6 in the evening of 
August 15th. In view of the late hour and depleted 
oxygen reserves they descended to Camp 6 
(8000m = 26,247ft), where they pulled in at 3 
o'clock on the morning of the 16th. What followed 
was the usual bad weather. Two further summit 
bids towards the end of August met with failure. 
The overall performance of the Poles was 
exceptional and deserves the highest praise: 
Twelve men reached Camp 5 (77700m = 
25,263ft) ; Camp 6 (8000m = 26,247ft) was 
established by ten climbers. During the entire 
"load humping" period up to this point no oxygen 
came into play, and the Poles did entirely without 
native high-altitude porters! 

1977: This was the year of the second ascent by 
way of the Abruzzi-Rib: Seven members ofa truly 
gigantic "migratory movement" - a total of 64 
climbers and "camp-followers" from Japan and 
Pakistan - stood atop the second- highest 
mountain on the 8th and 9th of August; six 
Japanese and one Pakistani. 

1978: Chris Bonington and a very strong, 
compact team - Peter Boardman, Paul 
Braithwaite, Jim Duff(physician), Nick Estcourt, 
Tony Riley, Doug Scott and Joe Tasker - set out 
from Britain to take a close look at those 
untouched ridges on the west side of K2. 

Base Camp (5400m = 17,717ft) was occupied 



on June 2, at the foot of the west 'ridge on the 
Savoia Glacier. Both sides of the ridge were 
examined before the southern approaches were 
chosen. Camp I (6000m) was sited two days later 
below the crest of the ridge, and on June 7th 
Boardman, Scott, Tasker and Bonington sited 
Camp 2 at 6500 metres, just short of the Pear 
Buttress by the First Step. After two days of 
snowfall, the weather cleared. 

To quote from Bonington's Ml 1979 report: 
"The 12th was also a fine day. 1 was feeling sick 
and therefore stayed in camp, while Estcourt, 
KamajanandScott set out with loads/or Camp J. 
We had decided that the ground was sufficiently 
straigh!forwardforour Ba/ti porters tofeny loads 
all the way up to Camp 2, but felt that the easy 
slope across to the camp needed protecting with a 
hand rail so that the porters could be clipped into 
a rope the whole time. On rrrriving rrt the top of 
the existing rope, they all rrdded the loads brought 
up the previous day to their existing loads and 
Scott set out over the slope running out a light 
lineof5mm nylon. He put in several snowrrnchor 
points on the way rrcross, tying them off as he 
went. He hrrd very nearly reached the other side 
and Estcourt hrrd already started across, reach
ing themiddleoftheslope, when the entire slope, 
about 600ft across, broke away in a winds/ab 
avalanche, rrbout 200ft above them. Scott was 
just outside the area of the avalanche, but was 
dragged, head over heels down the slope, by the 
rope attached to his waist. He was probably saved 
by the size of his load, which dug deep into the 
snow, rrcting as rrn anchor. As a result, the line 
between Scott and Estcourt parted, saving Scott's 
life. Tragically, however, caught in the middle of 
the avalanche, Estcourt was swept down inexor
ably by what must have been hundreds of tons of 
snow. The line between him rrnd Kamajan was 
rr/so broken and he was swept over 2500ft of ice 
rrnd rock cliffs to the glacier below. Everyone was 
desperately shaken and grief-stricken by the acci
dent. ·Scott searched the avalanche cone the 
following morning butfound no sign of Estcourt. 
We all dropped back to Base Camp to discuss 
thefuture of the expedition ... " 
When Paul Braithwaite came down with 

pleurisy, they were left with only four lead 
climbers, since neither Jim Duff, the doctor, nor 
climbing cameraman Tony Riley were expected to 
go very high. Having reached a maximum height 
of22,000ft, it was decided to abandon the attempt. 

James W. ("Big Jim") Whittaker, defeated but 
not discouraged as he walked away from the 
mountain in 1975, had been planning another 
American assault on K2. His efforts to gain 
permission were initially stymied, but after a 
personal appeal to Prime Minister Bhutto from 
Senator Ted Kennedy - as "first American atop 
Everest" Whittaker had become closely 
associated with the late Bobby Kennedy and 
much of the "clan" - he was given the "green 
light", though with one proviso: Bonington's 
team would go in first, while Whittaker's men -
and women - had to climb after July 15th, despite 
the likelihood of monsoon-generated storms at 
that time. A well-organised fund-raising 
campaign was started at once: "Put your name on 
top ofK2" read the flashy appeal, considered a bit 
"corny" by some, but anybody who has ever tried 
to obtain solid financial backing in the U.S.A fora 
full-scale assault on one of the major Himalayan 
peaks knows of the tremendous problems 
involved and will sympathize with Whittaker. For 
a contribution of only $20. - one's name was 
indeed put on microfilm, to be placed on the 
summitofK2 if all went well. 

In view of Bonington's late decision to "pre-

empt" the West Ridge, Whittaker's contemplated 
route, all efforts were redirected to the North-east 
Ridge, the Polish route. 

When word of the tragedy on the British 
expedition reached the Americans in Skardu, 
there was some talk of switching back to the 
original objective, but majority opinion was 
against it. 

The walk to Base Camp took only thirteen days. 
Camp 1, at the foot of the North-East Ridge, was 
occupied on July 12, well ahead of schedule 
thanks to the early return of the British party. The 
next weeks were spent retracing the Polish route 
up the long, difficult and objectively dangerous 
ridge, interrupted by an eight-day storm which 
began on July 21. The heavily-corniced ridge crest 
between Camp 3 and 4 required four days of very 
hard, exposed work. On August 10 began the long 
push from Camp 4 (22,800ft) to Camp 5 
(25,200ft), but bottomless snow and another 
blizzard brought everything to a halt. Repeatedly 
the men had to withdraw all the way down to 
Camp 1. Whittaker's choice of lead-climbers -
John Roskelley, Rick Ridgeway, Jim Wickwire 
and Lou Reichardt - though not an unexpected 
one, faced some strong opposition. Those not 
designated as members of the "summit team" 
were bitterand argued with the leadership. Atone 
taut evening meeting at Camp 1, Whittaker 
relented, agreeing to let "the strongest at Camp 6 
go for it." 

Another seven days of storms. On August 26 
Lou Reichardt, Jim Wickwire and Craig 
Anderson climbed up from I to 4, where they 
arrived at dusk in a 60-mile-per-hour wind. This 
"tour de force" was repeated by Jim Whittakerand 
his wife Dianne Roberts that same day. On August 
28th they all moved up to Camp 5. 

Wickwire and Reichardt made a dash for the 
Camp6siteon theafternoonof August 29, under a 
prominent rock triangle. The final few rope
lengths through waist-deep snow were terribly 
exhausting. At a height of about 8000 metres 
(according to Polish estimates) they deposited 
some bags of food and two oxygen bottles, before 
returning to Camp 4. Then followed five days of 
storm, with half of the expedition back at Camp 1. 

Since the porters were scheduled to arrive 
September 10, Whittakerasked the husband-and
wife team of Cherie and Terry Bech, Ridgeway, 
Roskelley, Wickwire and Reichardt to remain at 
Camp 4 for one final summit bid. When the storm 
lifted on September 2, they set out together for 
Camp 5, taking turns in breaking trail through the 
deep snow. The next two days kept them storm
bound in their tents. A decision was made: 
Reichardt, Wickwire and the Bechs would try to 
finish the climb by the Abruzzi Ridge above the 
Shoulder, while Roskelley and Ridgeway would 
take a crack at the final pitches on the north-east 
face, where the Poles had given up when 
threatened by avalanche. 

On September 4 the Abruzzi Ridge party 
thrashed through knee-deep snow with SO-pound 
packs for five hours before turning back at the half
way point. Roskelley and Ridgeway encountered 
the same problem. After ten exhausting hours 
they reached Camp 6, where it took several more 
hours to find the cache, butnotbeforetheothersat 
Camp 5 had provided the necessary co-ordinates 
by radio to let them locate the supplies under six 
feet of snow. They left their assault camp at 1.30 
a.m. on September 6th, determined to make for 
the top, but after struggling four hours through 
thigh-deep snow, precariously balanced on 45 
degree ice slopes, their sense of risk grew with 
every step. Once again they returned to Camp 6 

and radioed the bad news to Whittaker below. 
This seemed to be the end of it, and plans were 
discussed for the final retreat. 

TheotherleadclimbersatCamp 5 noticed three 
large avalanches pour through the steep gullies 
that Roskelley and Ridgeway might have been 
climbing. This made the decision to abandon the 
"ideal" route to the summit easier. Leaving Camp 
5 without a pack, Reichardt renewed his efforts at 
trail-breaking towards the Abruzzi Ridge and 
returned with the good news that the route was 
feasible. With their heavy packs Reichardt, Wick
wire and Terry Bech - his wife Cherie had reached 
her limits and remained at Camp 5 - plodded 
through the deep snow. At 25, 750ft, just before 
darkness set in, they managed to pitch a two-man 
tent. 

Leaving at 4.30 a.m. on September 6th, 
Reichardt and Wickwire carried one oxygen
bottle each,which certainly was not enough for the 
entire climb and descent. They went without 
using it, hoping to save it for the final pitches. 
When the sun touched the rocks at 26,500ft, the 
two men rested briefly while Wickwire turned on 
his oxygen-set. Taking over the lead, Wickwire 
made good progress, with Rei chard t panting in his 
wake. A direct quote from the latter's AAJaccount 
should beof particular interest to those who prefer 
their high-altitude climbing "unmasked": 

"On the final pitch, we had to climb a chimney 
with some dubious snow and ice slivers on the 
rock as footholds for our crampons. Suddenly, 
they collapsed under me. Landing in a heap, I 
wondered how I could possibly climb rhosefew 
feet. Altitude and the 35 pounds on my back had 
completely drained me. Finally reaching Wick
wire, I set up my oxygen. With mask on and 
oxygen flowing, I led up some steep slabs to the 
base of the ice cliffs. It soon became clear that 
the oxygen wasn't working at all, and as Wick 
came up I made some rathe(/itddled attempred to 
see what was wrong. Noticing the air bladder 
wouldn't fill, even at 8 litres flow per minute, I 
looked enviously at his, bursting like a balloon, 
As !followed him across the base of the ice cliffs 
with my feet in dubious snow, I continued my 
finagling with the oxygen. I located the rough 
position of the leak, several holes in the tube -
probably caused by crampons - and in slow 
motion tried to visualize something in my pack 
that wouldjix it. While I soon was convinced that 
adhesive tape was not in my kit, it wasn't until I 
broke through two of Wick's steps, losing 
preciousfeet, that !felt absolutely hopeless and 
realized there was no chance I could reach our 
next goal, a rock, much less the summit,as long 
as the weight of my 'security blanket' was on my 
back Dropping my whole pack, I resumed my 
pursuit of Wick The weight made such a 
difference that I almost immediately felt r(ju
venated and caught him. Wick looked at me as if 
!were an apparition: "What are you doing?' 'I'm 
going without oxygen. It won't work It's a 
gamble, but there's no choice ... Tell me if I 
exhibit any bizarre behaviour.' 'You realize I'm 
going to the top regardless?' 'Yes.' 

Much time had been wasted with my problem 
on the last few pitches. The snow ahead was vir
tually impassable. Hoping for better snow on a 
ridge, I traversed over there, but for several hours 
its promise was not realized. Wick and I were 
rather ludicrously breaking two parallel paths to 
the summit, sometimes only J00ftapart. Finally, 
after several hours of wading, I hit solids now just 
below a small rockfortress at 27,500ft. Joining 
my path, Wick caught me 500ftfurtheron and set 
a solid pace to the summit as I shivered a step 
behind him, very cold without oxygen or a parka. 
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The summit seemed close, but that was deceptive 
as it receded with each footstep. It was a real sur
prise suddenly to step out of shadow in the glow 
of the setting sun, onto the level, gold-tinted ridge 
crest. Only 100ft away was a beautiful summit at 
the high point of the shallow crest from which 
walls plunged into darkness on every side. Bask
ing in thefu/fillment of a lifelong dream, the sun 
made the temperature seem 30 degrees warmer 
and transformed the whole mood of our 
surroundings from stark barrenness to warm 
beauty. After hugging, we did the last few steps 
together." 
It was 5.20 p.m. and Reichardt, fearful of the 

cold and approaching darkness, favoured an 
immediate descent. Wickwire wished to take 
more time for the usual photographs, and for 
depositing the microfilm with the names of all 
contributors as promised by Whittaker. For 
Reichardt the descent was a desperate race against 
the setting sun. When he reached his pack at long 
last, his parka restored some of the lost body
warmth, but it was still along way down toCamp6 
where Ridgeway and Roskelley guided him in 
with their flashlights. 

Wickwire, after spending more time on the 
summit than he had been aware of, was benighted 
on the way down and had to bivouac some 500ft 
below the top. The next morning found him still 
strong enough to continue the descent. When he 
passed Roskelley and Ridgeway on their way up, 
he admitted having been cold, but that he needed 
no help and could descend on his own. 

Roskelley and Ridgeway had left Camp 6 at 
threea.m. in themidstofa windstorm. At27,000ft 
they deposited their unused oxygen bottles and 
pushed on, with Roskelley breaking trail all the 
way up to the summit, getting there by mid
afternoon, but not without experiencing some 
vivid hallucinations - palm trees, voices, even a 
disco band - on the final slopes. 

Changing fuel cartridges at Camp 6 while 
another stove was burning resulted in an 
explosion and the total destruction of one of the 
two tents. Fourmenina two-man shelter made for 
a highly uncomfortable night, and the descent to 
Camp 1 took four days in their weakened 
condition. On September 10 Wickwire com
plained of"sharp pain" in his side. By the time he 
reached Base Camp he was seriously ill and had to 
be carried to Concordia. Multiple pulmonary 
emboli was the final diagnosis, followed by near 
heart and lung failure which required his 
evacuation by Pakistani Air Force helicopter from 
Paiju. 

In looking back, it can be seen that the 
expedition's margin of success had been very thin. 
This makes the final outcome of this venture that 
much more impressive. While there will be some 
"purists" who deplorethefact thatthefinal section 
of the climb covered well-known ground, the 
decision made by Ridgeway and Roskelley when · 
faced with obvious avalanche danger was the only 
sensible one to be made. It seems strange that this 
American accomplishment was barely 
mentioned in European newspapers. A new, 
difficult route on the world's second-highest peak, 
done "unmasked" by three of the four lead
climbers, and not a single casualty! 

1979: The "Messner-Karakorum-Expedition 
1979", .like all of Reinhold Messner's ventures, 
received more than its share of coverage in the 
news media. His team included Alessandro 
Gogna, Renato Casarotto and Friedl 
Mutschlechner from Italy, Robert Schauer from 
Austria, and Michael Dacher from West 
Germany, an exceptionally strong group of"hard 
men". To many the absence of his long-time 

36 

climbing companion Peter Habeler came as a 
surprise, but those in the know were merely 
saddened by certain events of the post- "Everest 
unmasked" - period which just about ended a 
deep friendship. Messner's avowed objective, 
presented in February 1979 ata press conference, 
was the so-called "magic line": an ascent from 
either side to the crestofthe Negrotto Saddle, then 
a direct climb of the South Pillar up to a prominent 
ice shelf christened "The Mushroom", and finally 
a traverse to the right, leading towards theAbruzzi 
route above the Shoulder. It is difficult to see the 
magic of this projected line, since the ideal and 
most elegant route would follow the South Pillar 
straight to the top. It must be remembered, 
however, that everything Messner has done in the 
past few years received more media coverage than 
was accorded any mountaineer since the sport 
came into being. Two staff writers from 
Germany's Der Spiegel covered the event in four 
long and detailed accounts. Indicative of the 
general trend is a group picture on page 111 ofNr. 
30 (July 23, 1979), showing the "Good guy'' all in 
white in the centre of the "Bad guys" practically in 
black on either side of Messner. "Jesus Christ, 
Superstar?" When the reliable, to the point of 
dullness, unemotional Neue Zuercher Zeitungof , 
Switzerland reported "Weitere alpinistische 
Glanzleistung Messners" ("Further magnificent 
performance by Messner") and went on to 
describe how Messner and Dach er had required a 
mere five days to reach the summit, without 
oxygen or high-altitude porters, with only three 
"commando-raid" type camps above Base, this 
author, as in the case of Messner's solo ascent of 
Nanga Parbat, was tremendously impressed. 
When the details of this great "victory'' became 
known, the initial excitement gave way to a feeling 
of sadness and disillusionment. These are the 
facts as reported by Der Spiegel: 

After a very brief reconnaissance of the 
approaches to the "magic line", Messner decided 
to play it safe and go for the familiar Abruzzi Rib, 
despite strong objections from Gogna and 
Casarotto who• preferred prospects of 
"magnificent failure" on an unknown and 
spectacular route, rather than settling for the 
"sure" way to the top by the original line. When an 
ice avalanche covered much of the projected 
South Pillar route, even Gogna conceded that 
there might be "senseless risks" involved. Last of 
the hold-outs for the "magic line" was Casarotto, 
but he too was brow-beaten into submission. 

The "five-day victory'' actually required quite a 
bit more time and effort on the part of everybody 
on the team: Preparation of the well-worn route 
began on June 22nd. Having sold his team-mates 
-with the exception of Casarotto -on the prospect 
ofrepeating an old climb "in alpine style, without 
high camps, with bivouac tents only and in a few 
days", Messner evolved a somewhat streamlined 
approach to the ways of old. Here is a blow by blow 
account as presented by Der Spiegel: 

June 22: Messner and Dacher movefrom Base 
Camp (4950m) to Camp 1 (6100m) at the old 
Japanese site. Gogna and Casarotto follow the 
same day. Both teams set up two 2-man tents. 

June 23: Messner and Dacher climb the 
"House Chimney" to reach Camp 2 (6680m), 
number 5 of former expeditions. Gogna and 
Casarotto carry up two heavy coils of rope. 
Return to Camp 1 for the night. 

June 24: Both teams to Camp 2, Gogna
Casarotto descend to 1. 

June 25: The four men return to Base for a 
rest. 

June 27: Robert Schauer and Friedl Mutsch
/echner make a carry to Camp 1, accompanied 

by two young Ba/ti-porters. 
June 28: In the/ace of a growing storm Schauer 

and Mutsch/echner move up to Camp 2 with two 
tents; Gogna and Casarotto reascend to Camp 1. 

June 29: Schauer and Mutschlechner, after a 
sleepless night, return to Base, while Gogna
Casarotto remain at I. 

June 30: Gogna moves up to Camp 2,followed 
by the altitude-affected Casarotto. 

July 1: In a strong wind Gogna climbs 300 
metres of the ice-covered rocks of the "black 
pyramid". He examines the Japanese ropes, 
embedded in the ice and torn in two places. He 
replaces the damaged portions with new ropes 
and pitons. Casarotto remains at Camp 2, as 
Messner-Dacher movefrom Base to 1. 

July 2: Heavy snowstom1. No movement any
where. 

July 3: Gogna-Casarotto return to Base. 
July 4: Pe,fect weather. Messner-Dacher move 

up along Gogna'sfixed line through the "black 
pyramid" and another 300 metres beyond 
Gogna 's high-point. They reach 7 300 metres, but 
have to turn back just short of a site/or Camp 3 
when they run out of rope. Schauer and Mutsch
lechner reoccupy Camp 1. 

July 5: Messner-Dacher back io Base. 
Schauer-Mutschlechner reach Camp 2. 
July 7: Schauer-Mutschlechner return to Base, 

where the entire team is assembled. The principal 
job of everyone has been to repair and chip out 
the Japanese ropes, fix new lines in dubious 
places, and drive in new pitons where the old 
ones had become loose. They worked like 
"roofers" on a 2000m church steeple. Messner 
even developed blisters on his hands from all that 
hammering. 

On July 8th Messner-Dacher move up to Camp 
1, the next day to Camp 2, on July 10th to Camp 
3. On the 11th they climb up to 7910m, where 
they pitch their bivouac-tent, and on the 12th 
they reach the summit at 4.40 in the afternoon. 

This, then, is the story of Messner's ascent of 
K2. Whether it should take its place among some 
of his other unquestionably outstanding perfor
mances, or be relegated to the realm of"routine" 
climbs in extraordinary times like these, is a 
decision for the readers and the mountaineering 
public to make. An old Hollywood saying comes 
to mind: "An actor is only as good as his last 
picture." And another: "When a man begins to 
believe his own publicity, watch out." Lurking in 
the shadows is the threatening figure of Kurt 
Diemberger, the only other man who has five 
8000ers to his credit Messner was anxious to 
"bag" Broad Peak in passing, but the Pakistani 
Government refused to authorize the attempt, 
having reserved the mountain for Austrians and 
Spaniards. 

Alarge, French "prestige" expedition under the 
patronage of President Giscard d'Estaing, led by 
Bernard mellet and Yannick Seigneur, reached 
the base of the mountain on July 6. 
Bernard Mellet and Yannick Seigneur, reached 
the base of the mountain on July 6. They attemp
ted the South south west Ridge, the line which 
Messner had called the middle part of the 'Magic 
Line'. After a valiant attempt on the technically 
difficult ridge they failed 500ft short in mid
September. (See Info.) 
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Above: K2 climbers old and new. An illustration from Conwcy's book showing a porter in difficulties on the Ba/toro, and Rick Ridgeway setting outfor the 
summit bid in 1978 with hisface protected by cooking/oil. Photo: Roskelly. 
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Corrections 
Because of incorrect spelling of Polish names, 

for which the Editor apologises, the Kangchen
junga account for 1978 is innaccurate. Zbigniew 
Staszyzyn (Poznan) sends the following 

correction:-
"The Kangchenjunga Middle has many side 
towers, but the summit is one. The Spanish team 

and Malatynski with Janas reached two insignifi
cant elevations. The two summit teams are: 

May 19, 1978 Kangchenjunga South- Eugeniusz 
Chrobak and Wojciech Wroz. 

May 22, 1978Kangchenjunga Middle - Wojciech 
Branski, Zygmunt Andmj Heinrich and Kazimierz 
Waldemar O/ech. 

The whole Kangchenjunga South route, from 
Base camp to the summit, was prepared by the 
Polish expedition. The Spanish team used Polish 
fixed ropes, reached Camp 3 and installed own 
Camp 4A. The Polish Kangchenjumw Middle team 
used the Spanish Camp 4A. 

The heights 8496 and 8490m are not precise! 
The leader of the Polish expedition was Piotr 

Mlotecki, the expedition was organised by the Polski 
Klub Gorski (Polish Mountain Club)." 

The caption for the Kangbachen caption should 
have read: "The 1930 attempt took a similar line 
behind the left skyline." 
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Rock Climbers 
• • • 1nact1on1n 
Yosemite 
Fifteen years ago Rock Climbers in Action in Showdonia by John Cleare 

and Tony Smythe marked the first serious attempt to reflect the dynamism 

of modern rock-climbing in a collection of photographs. The book had a 

major influence and since then several other books and magazines have 

emulated and built on Cleare's original concept culminating recently in 

Hard and Classic Rock and the admirable Climb with its bewildering 

galaxy of pictures of modern American climbers in action. 

Now a new work has appeared that extends the rock-climb ing 

photo books into the medium of colour. Yosemite Climber by George 

Meyers (Diadem £7 .50, Robbins Mountain Letters $16.50) is a col 

lection of essays, photos and 64 large colour plates which adds 

considerable impetus to the quest for a more profound visual inter

pretation of the sport. 

Meyers has embroided a diverse tapestry depicting Valley 

climbers testing their skills amidst majestic cliff scenery. The photos 

span the full range of Yosemite activities - dynamic free-climbing, 

precarious aid climbing, rock scenery, and the lifestyles of climbers 

on bivouacs and on the campsite. The crux sections of some of the 

Valley's latest routes receive generous coverage as the accompany

ing black and white sampler selection indicates. But, although these 

pictures amply signify the athleticism and movement in the book, 

it is the addition of colour over a large collection that invests 

the photos with an extra dimension of meaning - hinting at 

rock texture, temperature and the whole ambiance of the climb

ing, factors that can easily become muted in monochrome 

photography. Moreover the colour brings to life pictures 

that would otherwise be considered unexceptional - camp 

and bivouac scenes, belay stations and the like. It also adds 

drama and impact to the landscapes - a factor of 

particular importance when depicting Yosemite' s uniquely 

huge scenery. 

Left : Dave Diegleman on Separate Reality. Photo : George 
Meyers Right John Bachar attempting the then un
finished Razor's Edge. Photo: Jim Bridwell. 







Left: Ron Kauk engrossed 
in one of a number of 
attempts on his now 
fashionable creation - Tales 
of Power (5. 12}, one of 
several of testing one-pitch 
climbs that are currently 
absorbing Yosemite 
climbers. Photo : George 
Meyers. 

Top right: Dale Bard laughs 
to keep his spirits up as he 
inspects Jim Bridwell 's 
multi-rurp hanging belay 
station on El Capitan 's Sea 
of Dreams. Photo: Dave 
Diegleman. 

Near right: The Camp 4 
notice board provides an 
interesting insight into 
valley life. Photo: George 
Meyers. 

Far right: Logistical 
complexity surrounds 
Bruce Hawkins and Jim 
Bridwell during an early 
attempt on Pacific Ocean 
Wall. Photo: Bill Westbay. 

Note: All photos Jfl the 
feature appear in colour Jfl 

Yosemite Climber. 





PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

Left to right : Dougal Haston (Photo: Cleare), Al Alvarez (Wilson), above left Frank Smythe, right Wilfrid Noyce; below 
left Hamish Macinnes (Scott) right Gwen Moffat. 

The Yarn Spinners 
Diadem Books w ill shortly be 
issuing Calculated Risk, a novel 
completed by Dougal Haston 
shortly before his death two years 
ago. It's about a man who likes 
the company of intelligent 
women, enjoys good food and 
drink and classical music, and 
ponders philosoph ical 
conundrums - but who, as 
climber, can harness his passions 
to become single-minded and 
coolly analytical - a man, in fact , 
not unlike Dougal himself, you 
might say. The book is set in 
Glencoe and Switzerland, and the 
publishers promise a ' fascinating 
insight' into the intensely 
dedicated world of top climbers 
and into the 'freezing traumas of 
the high alps in winter' ... 'a 
gripping saga' no less. There will 
obviously be plenty of people who 
will want to read this book for the 
'fascinating insight' it promises 
into its author, too, but what is 
intriguing also is, what prompted 
Dougal to set out his ideas and 
experiences in this fictionalised 
form. It's nothing new of course. I 
suppose a sociologist could make 
something of it, could produce a 
brilliant thesis on the influence 
mountains exert over their 
devotees. How young men, 
bewitched by them, w ill blunder 
to the brink of anarchy; how old 
men after a lifetime amongst 
them, will mellow into 
philosophers . .. yet as middle
age stares a cl imber in the eye, he 
feels compelled to sit down - and 
write thrillers! 
It's true you know. Think about it. 
Frank Smythe wrote his, Secret 
Mission (now a rare collector's 
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item) back in the thirties ; W ilf 
Noyce also wrote one The Gods 
are Angry; Roger Frison-Roche 
produced several set around 
Mont Blanc ; and Kevin Fitzgerald, 
too, but his were nearer home and 
all galloping along at 
Buchanesque pace with corpses 
everywhere. gunfights at the bar 
of the PYG, and villains wheeling 
to sticky ends over the Lliwedd 
crags. Showell Styles, surely the 
most prolific of mountaineer
writers, maintains a steady stream 
under his pseudonym of Glyn Carr 
- The Ice Axe Murders, Death on 
Milestone Buttress, Death Under 
Snowdon - his portly hero, 'Filthy' 
Lewker, solves crimes and climbs 
at home and abroad . Wales was 
the setting of Elizabeth Coxhead's 
One Green Bottle, one of the most 
successful and beautiful mount
aineering novels every written but 
one which cannot, of course, be 
described as a 'thriller'. I mention 
it only because its heroine 
reminds one strongly of Gwen 
Moffat, and Gwen, after 
exhausting the autobiographical 
possibilities of even so colourful a 
life as her own, joined the Crime 
Squad several years ago. She has 
produced a regular flow of com 
petent whodunits ever since, 
many of them featuring her own 
sleuth, M iss Pink, a redoubtable 
lady of middle years, who ought 
perhaps to get together with 
'Filthy' one of these days. Gwen's 
plots are always intricate and 
inventive - indeed many would 
place her amongst the top rank of 
writers of detective fiction . Her 
authenticity is the result of much 
homework - she wil I sidle up to a 
parked sports car and measure 

whether a body would.f it into its 
boot ; her butcher helps with such 
grisly chores as test ing ways of 
dismembering corpses; and she 
shows flair, too, in the ways she 
disposes of bodies (one was 
composted with grass clippings 
in a freaky commune). Her topo
graphical descriptions are always 
a delight and conservationalists 
must be warned that the ir 
message is slid covertly into the 
dialogue. The books all share a 
preoccupation with exotic food 
and drink which perhaps can be 
traced back to taunting day
dreams during her lean nettle
eating years; and maybe it was 
her months on the run as an ATS 
deserter which makes Gwen 
prefer to deal with her crooks in 
her own way, rather than allow 
them to get nailed by the conven 
tional forces of law and order. 
Walt Wansworth, was a school 
master before he embarked on a 
career of magazine proprietorship 
and authorship of mountain 
encyclopaedias etc - wrote racy 
historical adventures for younger 
readers, much in the style of Alan 
Garner; Robin Shaw produced 
Running some years ago, a story 
telling how whilst cl imbing 
together in Maine, an ex-convict 
and a bored poetry professor plan 
the perfect crime; Hamish 
Macinnes wrote his first novel 
Death Ree/whilst on a drip re
covering from gangrene. It was a 
James-Bondish adventure -
much oil , blood and water - set 
on the West Coast of Scotland. 
Hers was Al Alvarez's first novel, 
written in 1974. As one would 
expect from an established writer 
already deservedly acclaimed as 

poet and literary critic , it was an 
intellectual and penetrating study 
- quite obviously not fitting into 
the ' thriller' genre (Alvarez would 
not thank you for suggesting it 
did). however, it did, build up an 
incredible atmosphere of mount
ing menace as the story pro
gressed. His second novel Hunt (I 
wonder why he likes four - letter 
words beginning with Hso 
much?)is described by his 
publisher as 'a taut and funny 
psychological thriller' . Taut, 
certainly. Thrilling too. But funny? 
It has a certain wry black-humour. 
I suppose, as the hero, Conrad 
Hunt, a greying, grey, uninterest
ing man, whose dreams have all 
but died and certainly remained 
unrealised in a round of dreary 
domesticity, loses grip of his 
ordered existence and gets 
caught up in some shady goings
on around Soho and Hampstead 
Heath . Conrad is a loser and one 
suspects he' 11 stay that way, but 
the book was a winner, well re
viewed, and going on to be 
reissued in paperback. 
There are many thri llers with a 
mountain setting - The Eiger 
Sanction; The Man on the End of 
the Rope; The White Tower; Far, 
Far The Mountain Peak; The Face 
of Jalanath; The Hour of the Angel 
. .. but not necessarily all written 
by mountaineers; and then there 
are many mountaineers one sus
pects of writing thrilling fiction 
under the guise of fact . Enough 
said. Dougal Haston is in good 
company then . Who next , I 
wonder? 



The Mountain Spirit 
ed. Michael Charles Tobias and 
Harold Drasdo 
Gollancz (London, 1980) 
£7.95 
The temptation, of course, is to be 
very rude, and it is not one which I 
shall resist. This is an unsatis
factory book. Its purpose is a 
syncretic views of men's intellec
tual, spiritual, and artistic 
relationship with the mountain as 
landscape or image: 

... we hope to reveal a unani
mous passion stemming from 
the mountain: a passion which 
not only affect (sic) ancient and 
medieval sensibility but which 
continues to exert an unusual 
influence upon art, introspec
tion, and culture even today. 

A literal error in the second para
graph of the first page is no 
recommendation for an 
apparently scholarly work. The 
objection holds; the more deeply 
a reader immerses himself in the 
text, the more its limitations 
resound. It is an odd mixture of 
dismissiveness, esotericism, and 
the less laudable aspects of 
American scholarship. In form, it 
is an anthology composed of 
treatises and extracts, mostly 
written or translated to order, on 
various aspects of what I suppose 
must broadly be termed the 
Mountain Experience. Some of 
these are quite outstanding in 
their vacuity; frequently the most 
eminent have least to say, and 
their inclusion bespeaks intellec
tual snobbery rather than a 
serious analytical or suggestive 
intent. George Steiner. for 
example a kutrurtragerof some 

supposed importance, has little to 
contribute other than one of the 
unselfconsciously damning 
phrases with which this book 
abounds: 

... cliches and spurious 
profundities cascade. 

Indeed they do: on rare occasions 
the prose rises to truistic heights, 
but for the most part "cliches and 
spurious profundities cascade." 
Thankfully, there are exceptions. 
Galen Rowell's piece, "Storming a 
Myth", is as good as I would 
expect from him. It has the 
inestimable advantages of 
terseness and lucidity, of having 
been written by an author in 
control of his language as a 
medium of communication; and 
more than that it has something 
to say. It describes, defines, and 
evaluates a personal experience 
and response with simplicity and 
success. Its conclusion is the best 
piece of writing in the book. The 
lesson is obvious; the more 
closely a writer is involved, 
personally in his moments of 
action, the more clearly he 
perceives their truths, both in 
essence and context. When he 
moves beyond that, his realities 
fade. The method of Drasdo's 
essay is typical. His tactics are 
gestural, the broad and unsub
stantiated hint is his stock-in
trade:- " ... a substantial work 
might easily be written ... ", 
" ... I will not elaborate,"" .. . the 
list could easily;be lengthened," 
"It is not useful, here, to spend 
time rigorously separating these 
categories." What are we to make 

Mountain Spirit, Stanage on a summer Sunday. 

of this continual suggestion of a 
facility never to be realized in the 
text? How can we interpret it as 
anything other than a pose, an 
imposition? 
But Drasdo's is by no means the 
most flawed of these essays. 
There are too many writers here 
who appear to consider that the 
pseudosynoptic compound 
adjective or string of adjectives 
constitutes a sufficient justifica
tion for the dismissal of millennia. 
"The Western, Judeo-Christian, 
dualistic tradition" is a formula 
which is supposed to stand for 
something, a particular nexus of 
cultural and spiritual attitudes. In 
fact it does no such thing, for its 
frame of reference is too fragile to 
constrain all the accident, variety, 
opposition. and energy which it is 
supposed to contain but the 
asseveration remains; the text 
consistently refuses to acknow
ledge its own limitations. As an 
example, there is a good deal of 
Oriental scholarship; it might 
even be said, a preponderance, no 
doubt reflecting Tobias's particu
lar appetencies. But there is no 
Classical or Celtic scholarship. 
Are we to assume that the editors, 
one of whom has lived for very 
many years in the mountainous 
homeland of an ancient literary 
culture, are unacquainted with, 
say, early Welsh gnomic poetry, 
and would rather devote their 
time to "Mountains in Early 
Taoism." ? And likewise, what of 
the idea of wilderness in Anglo
Saxon and Old Norse literature? 
Or again, what of a Structuralist 

or Barthesian/semiotic approach 
to the Mountain as dead 
metaphor? 
If they are indeed ignorant in 
these areas, then does not their 
avowed synoptic intent become 
an impertinence?To my mind, 
there is too much here of a 
modish preocupation with the 
East, much of the commentary on 
which reads like Kerouac on an 
off-Sunday. Evidently scholar
ship, unlike charity, does not 
begin at home. If scholarship this 
be, and the standard of the 
critical apparatus, with its wrong 
titles, wrong page references, 
extraordinary and bizarre biblio
graphy, and lack of an index, does 
not give me confidence in it as 
such. 
Should this work be given any 
praise, proscribed as it is by its 
edjtors' manifest presumptions? 
Can it be said that it is even a 
bra11e attempt? I do not personally 
thtnk it is. I think it a piece of 
intellectual cowardice, pl umping 
for the easy options of the arcane 
of the intellectually established 
and acclaimed. Too much of the 
irrelevant texture of reputation 
adheres to some of its writers, 
and they purvey too little of any 
substance. Their judgments are 
not to be trusted. The assertive 
statement on small foundation is 
not a legitimate means of 
syncretic discussion. The book 
proselytizes rather for a culture of 
the few. Trotsky's critique of 
Shaginyan is apposite here: 

In her literary diary Shaginyan 
speaks of the necessity of 
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struggling for culture every
where and always; if people 
blow their noses into their five 
fingers, teach them the use of 
the handkerchief. This is correct, 
and strikes a bold note, 
especially today when, for the 
first time, the real bulk of the 
people are beginning con
sciously to reconstruct culture. 
But the semi-illiterate prole
tarian who is unused to the 
handkerchief (having never 
owned one), who has done with 
the idiocy of divine command
ments once and for all, and who 
is seeking a way for the building 
of correct human relationships, 
is infinitely more cultured than 
those educated reactionaries (of 
both sexes) who blow their noses 
philosophically into their mystic 
handkerchief, and who compli
cate this unaesthetic gesture by 
the most complex artistic tricks, 
and by stealthy and cowardly 
borrowings from science.' 

That seems to me about the size 
of it . The book's apparent pro
fundity masks a real emptiness of 
thought and purpose. Its twenty
seven essays can scarcely muster 
a thesis between them; scarcely a 
single idea is examined" .. . in 
(the) hard intellectual light" "of 
one of their titles. It has a good 
cover photograph, is finely 
printed, and is amply, if oddly, 
illustrated. although most of the 
illustrations are exceedingly 
poorly reproduced. I suppose also 
it has a certain charm, and will 
prove a fit adornment for the 
coffee-tables of the pompous. But 
it seems to me a pernicious book; 
not only because of its 
pretentions, its dismissiveness, 
its essential narrowness and 
reactionary nature, not only for 
the overweening egotism of 
Tobias's royal we. nor even for its 
classification of Edmund Burke as 
a mere essayist, but chiefly for the 
image which it projects of 
climbers as fearful, self
regarding, onanistic non
participants. Dave Roberts, in his 
essay here, complacently 
suggests that: 

As mountaineers, we may be 
artists of a certain sort. 

Se we may. We may also be 
pompous idiots of quite another 
sort. 
One image from this book 
remains in my mind. It is the 
painting by Caspar David Fried 
rich. "Der Wanderer uber dem 
Nebelmeer" - The Wanderer 
above the Sea of Fog - the editors 
do not even trouble themselves to 
give the work its correct title. It 
portrays a solitary figure clad in 
green velvet looking out from a 
rocky summit, over a landscape of 
dimly perceived craggy shapes 
and mist-filled hollows. It sums 
up the book. 
Jim Perrin 

References: 
' Leon Trotsky, Literature and 

Revolution, (Ann Arbor, 1960) 
p. 115. 

Look Behind The Ranges 
Hamish Macinnes 
Hodder and Stoughton 
£7.50 
'Look Behind the Ranges' is sub
titled 'A mountaineer's selection 
of adventures and expeditions' 
and this is exactly what it is. Not 
really an autobiography, as 
Macinnes tells his tales from the 
shadows and reveals little of him
self except by his actions. We get 
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no lengthy justifications, 
reasonings, soul-searching or 
character analysis and in many 
ways this book is far more 
readable than many recent moun 
taineering writings. Whether it 
falls into the category of great 
literature is extremely doubtful , 
but it is a light-hearted, amusing 
and pleasant read for the climber 
and non -climber alike. Basically it 
consists of a series of trips, 
adventures and assignments 
arranged in roughly chronological 
order, but even then specific 
dates are hardly ever mentioned. 
None of the usual stories 
associated with the author which 
have appeared in other books. 
such as the fractured skull on the 
Dru or recent Everest expeditions. 
are rehashed here. It's all new 
stuff and is mostly concerned 
with Macinnes' extra
mountaineering activities. 
Most of the book is about, what 
many would consider to be, fringe 
activities. if that. Gold prospect
ing in Nj!W Zealand, yeti hunting 
in the Himalayas in winter, meeting 
the Cursing Oracle. searching for 
a Lost Valley in Nepal ('yeti again', 
to quote a chapter heading) and 
various other unlikely exploits 
make this a book of wide-ranging 
interests but always with the hills 
somewhere in the background. 
Three chapters do deal specifi
cally with climbs; two in the 
Caucasus, one admittedly taking 
thirteen days, and the famed two
man expedition to Everest with 
John Cunningham. These 
episodes are enlivened with back
ground information and 
anecdotes. 
So much for an outline of the 
contents. The book itself, by its 
very nature,does tend to be a bit 
disjointed (like this review). Each 
chapter can esily be taken and 
read on its merits and characters, 
there is seldom any overlap. 
Some sections. particularly the 
earlier ones. are composed of 
shorter sections which , although 
interesting enough, tend to leave 
one wanting to know a bit more 
than is given . This is particularly 
so in the first chapter where we 
are given fleeting glimpses of the 
famous (or infamous) Creag 
Dubh . However, later in the book, 
the writing does flow much more 
smoothly. 
In short, a pleasant. non-serious 
book that for the most part moves 
round the edge of mount
aineering. It is easily read either 
as a whole or in parts. The type of 
book to give as a present to a non
climbing relative, so you can read 
it yourself, without making your 
motives too obvious. 
Allen Fyffe 

Guide to the Mulanje 
Massif 
by Frank Eastwood 
Lorton Publications, 
Johannesburg KB in Malawi 
Overseas orders from Times 
Bookshop Ltd., Post Bag 39, 
Blantyre, Malawi, At KT 5 (inc. 
airmail postage) to UK, KT 7.50 
to Europe, KT 9 to USA. 
This is the first comprehensive 
guidebook to the beautiful , but 
relatively unknown, Mulanje 
Massif of Southern Malawi, in 
Central Africa. At 9,847ft. the 
main peak - Sepitwa (meaning 
"do not go there") is the highest 
point between Kilimanjaro, 1,000 
miles to the north, and the 
Drakensberg range, a similar 
distance to the south . The scale of 

this unique mountain, which is 
equal in size to the whole of the 
Snowdonia National Park in the 
UK is illustrated by its single 
claim to fame - at 5,500ft 
Chambe West Face Direct is the 
longest rock climb in Africa . 
In both content and size (6" x 
8½"). this book is a combination 
of a guide for prospective walkers 
and climbers and an informative 
book. which anyone fortunate 
enough to have already experi 
enced the unique pleasures of 
Mulanje will enjoy reading. The 
guide effectively serves the dual 
purpose of providing all the 
information necessary for visitors 
to ascend and enjoy the 
mountains, and also provides up 
to-date descriptions of the 
climbing routes. 
The rock climbing conditions are 
common throughout Malawi. as 
exfoloiation (onion-skin 
weathering) and water erosion 
result in massive featureless slabs 
separated by large chimneys or 
water-worn grooves. The routes 
are, so far. confined to the faces 
of three peaks, and are generally 
long (900ft to 5,500ft) and hard 
(alpine numerical grades 4 to 6 
A 1) due to lack of protection. As 
only three of the sixteen routes 
described in the guide have had 
second ascents. Frank Eastwood 
invites other climbers to comment 
on the descriptions. 
Anyone contemplating a trip to · 
the mountains of Africa should 
seriously consider a visit to 
Mulanje - one of the least 
explored mountains. situated in 
an extremely beautiful and 
friendly country. I only hope that 
this excellent guide will not serve 
its purpose too well. and that I 
will still be able to book a hut on 
Mulanje in a few years time! 
Clare Shorter 

Reprints 

On the Heights 
Walter Bonatti 
£3.95 
The Last Blue Mountain 
Ralph Barker 
£3.95 
K2 The Savage Mountain 
Charles Houston and Robert 
Bates 
£4.95 
Mountaineering in Scot
land and Undiscovered 
Scotland 
W H. Murray 
£8.95 
all Diadem 
The baffling flood of reprints both 
confuses and pleases, for these 
are some of the great classics. 
Bonatti's almost naive sounding 
narrative provides a little insight 
into his tremendous drive and 
survival power and is worth 
reading for the solo ascent of the 
South-West Pillar of the Dru and 
the Tragedy on the Freney Pillar. 
Th·e Last Blue Mountain is the 
fearsome story of the 1957 
attempt upon Haramosh where 
Tony Streather and John Emery 
barely escaped the death which 
took their two companions after a 
harrowing epic which is hard to 
comprehend. Similar epic, but 
happier in result, was the 1953 
K2 Expedition. It was a story of 
survival by teamwork. with the 
loss of one member in the most 
difficult and dangerous of 
circumstances. but with the rest 
getting down despite relentless 
pressure on the long descent of 

the Abruzzi Ridge. By way of 
co ntrast to these soft-backs 
Diadem have brought out the 
bumper hardback 'Murray' , 
obligatory to all addicts of the 
North , if only to quote when one's 
own words fail and night falls 
before the summit. In all these 
productions there might be some 
technical quibbles. but basically 
they keep some of the better parts 
of the climbing literature avail
able. which can't be bad. 

Extreme Alpine Rock 
Walter Pause and Jurgen 
Winkler. Translated by Hugh 
Merrick 
Granada £15 
This attractive volume is a trans
lation of the 1977 German Edition 
packaged to match Ken Wilson's 
"Hard" and "Classic Rock" . The 
hundred rock climbs are mostly in 
the V and VI categories and are 
scattered across the Alps. They 
ought to excite some spreading of 
interest among those perennially 
immured in Chamonix but 
probably will not. Essentially this 
is a photographic work, but the 
uniformity of the high-quality 
photographs and their juxta
position with topos tends to 
deprive the book of any sense of 
surprise. The words give 
impressions of the climbs which 
are not always very inspiring. One 
wonders whether many of these 
admittedly fine climbs still 
deserve the title "extreme" when 
even in the Western Alps there 
are now many harder rock climbs. 
Perhaps the title panders to old 
men who prefer to shrug off the 
impact of the new wave horrors, 
and recall past epics. 

Annuals 

The Climbers' Club 
Journal1977,No.99 
Edited by Bill O'Connor and 
Geoff Milburn 
The Scottish Mount
aineering Club Journal Vol 
XX.XI No 1 70 1979 
Edited by W D. Brooker 
The production of the CCJ seems 
always to have been a struggle. 
but never has it been more 
necessary. Always a lost journal 
from the shelves was grieved like 
an infant death, but as the Club 
has grown more diverse it 
increasingly needs a window on 
itself and a vehicle for its 
members to express their eccen 
tricities. Unconscionable delays 
in production left Geoff Milburn 
to produce in terrible haste, but it 
is done, the bereavement is 
avoided, and a 78 Journal will 
soon follow. 
Despite haste it has its high 
points. Fawcett and Sharp speak 
for the gilded youth and women 
and other minorities get their say 
and are even allowed in the 
pictures. On behalf of the ancient 
masses Trevor Jones speaks 
twice, ever amusing and 
disjointed, and the journal does 
allow again the inclusion of plenty 
of new routes. Some muddy 
picture reproduction and a Monty 
Python picture of a not very pretty 
leg on the Grochan can be 
attributed to haste, but without 
being demonstratevly literary it 
seems the CC is alive and well. 
The SMCJ, like the Prussian train, 
always arrives on ti me. a 
formidable volume requiring total 
immersion of the reader. True to 
form it celebrates SMC 
institutions, the CIC Hut on Ben 



Nevis after fifty years, yet another 
(Jubilee) walk by Hamish Brown, 
Robin Campbell ' s vivid 
imagination, another wad of 
instructive statistics on avalanche 
accidents and Notes on Scottish 
mountain accidents, and of 
course the invaluable notes and 
new routes. There is a self
satisfaction rarely found south of 
the border in climbing circles, but 
the E grades have arrived at last 
and how long will wit hold against 
inarticulate arm power. There are 
some nice photographs too, and 
information about other remote 
corners of the world. (Owl Valley, 
Baffin Island). In such fastnesses 
there is neer a woman in sight! 

Rock No 2 1979 
Editor Chris Baxter 
Victorian Climbing Club, 
Melbourne. 
This quality journal has Ascent 
like inspiration and reflects rock
climbing and mountaineering 
activity in Australia and New 
Zealand and the activities of 
climbing Antipodeans elsewhere. 
High points are fine texture rock 
photos, a curious article on 
climbing for the smell of it and a 
couple of icy epics. A portrait of 
Don Whillans during his royal 
tour of the Pacific makes him a 
Yorkshireman and some of the 
black and whites are wan, but it's 
a good effort and with its Editorial 
we hope climbers will pay for it . 

The Canadian Alpine 
Journal Volume 61 1978 
Editor Moira Irvine 
Evidently in Canada, as 
elsewhere, climbing is a growth 
industry and with it the publica 
tions are ever more glossy pro
fessional and voluminous. 79 is a 
bumper issue, speckled with the 
names of old friends from the 
Calgary connection and others, a 
volume to be used as well as 
encountered. It reflects a wealth 
of potential and an energy 
Europeans might envy, though 
one is glad that at least once 
there was a memory of Canada's 
vast emptiness. There is a last 
piece by Bugs McKeith on 
wanderings on Mount McKinley 
and such a massive quantity of 
good material that it must be 
sampled to be believed . There is 
even somebody who believes they 
can beat the Chamonix weather! 

The Indian Mountaineer 
No 2 Autumn 1978 
Editor M. Motwani 
The new journal of the Indian 
Mountaineering Foundation self
consciously seeks to encourage 
climbing in India, and to reflect 
mountaineering values of a high 
idealist type. This edition has 
beauty as its theme, and seeks to 
connect mountain beauty and its 
perception and experience with 
human attitudes. The editor 
stresses the importance of 
boldness in the face of seemingly 
impossible obstacles, and is 
prepared to emphasize that 
quality in people as different as 
the Himalayan traveller of the 
twenties Bip Pares, Maurice 
Wilson who sought to climb 
Everest alone, Aleister Crawley 
and other extremely individualis
tic characters. It is a very brave 
thesis! Overal I there is much 
useful information here and a 
refreshingly optimistic view of men 
and mountains. Picture 
reproduction and quality ranges 
from excellent to unsatisfactory, 
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but the journal should itself 
encourage continued improve-

. ment in this respect as will the 
healthy criticism so honestly 
published in its final pages. 

The American Alpine 
Journal 1979 No 53 
Editor H. Adams Carter 
This is a vintage edition of the 
AAJ. K2 is climbed by an 
extension of the old firm and 
American honour satisfied. There 
are articles on Kangchenjunga and 
the alpine style "very nearly" on 
the North Ridge of Latok 1. There 
are Annapurna articles and a visit 
by Rick Sylvester to the top of Pik 
Kommunizma which meant that 
apart from stunting in Bond films 
he has climbed the highest 
mountains of the Superpowers in 
successive summers. Alaska takes 
the core of the articles, with 
pieces on Huntingdon, Hunter, 
McKinley and Logan. There is a 
useful list of past activity in 
Greenland and more on Altitude 
Sickness from Houston before the 
indispensible 'Climbs and 
Expeditions' and a block of book 
reviews. As always the energy of 
the AAJ's compilation and the 
style of its production excites 
envy, while the number of the 
AAC's committees evokes amaze
ment. The 78 fine plates include 
forty-six year old Diem berger 
apparently in prayer atop Everest 
while there is an appreciation of 
the mysterious lost Unsoelds. 

SHORT NOTICES 

Life is Meeting 
by John Hunt 
Hodder and Stoughton 
£6.95 
This is the autobiography of Lord 
Hunt, leader of the 1953 Everest 
Expedition. Everest may be his 
claim to fame in mountaineering 
circles but there is much more to 
the man than just his mount
aineering.a fact reflected in the 
book. Originally a professional 
soldier and then a successful 
politician/diplomat, his career 
has included many important jobs 
for the British Government. 
Despite this.plenty of the book is 
concerned with mountaineering, 
particularly with expeditions to 
the Himalaya in the 193O's and 
4O's when he was the first visitor 
to certain areas of Sikkim and 
Kashmir. John Hunt's other 
climbing activities range from 
Russia to Alaska, via the European 
Alps. His climbing and social 
observations are interesting and 
readable over the whole spread of 
his activities. A man of greater 
status than just his mount
aineering Hunt's intelligence 
enlivens this important piece of 
history. 

Irish Walk Guides 
Edited by Joss Lynam 
Gill and Macmillan £1.25 
each 
A series of six Guides covering 
major mountain areas of Ireland. 
Each Guide contains descriptions 
of the walks, Ordnance Survey 
maps in black and white, and 
background information to the 
more obvious features of the 
areas traversed. They are 
produced in a size small enough 
to fit the pocket and are obviously 
intended for use on the hill. It is 
possible that their thin binding 
and newsprint paper would make 
them 'biodegradable'' Good value 
for money. 
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Mountaineering for 
Beginners 
Mike Banks 
Hodder and Stoughton 
95p 
Rock Climbing 
Peter Livesey 
E. P. Publishing Ltd. 
Wakefield £3.95 
These two books are essentially 
concerned with information and 
instruction for beginners. Livesey 
writes on pure rock climbing 
whereas Banks attempts to cover 
a much wider field. 
'Rock Climbing' is the more 
readable of the two, being wel I 
presented with good page layout 
and some interesting 
photographs. Diagrams coupled 
with photographs admirably illus
trate the text. 
By comparison Banks' book is 
disappointingly short of visual 
interest. There are no 
photographs and the line 
diagrams provide a rather sterile 
substitute. 
In content both books are 
basically sound, providing useful 
information and tips to the 
beginner and experienced climber 
alike. The Livesey book is more up 
to date in relation to the modern 
sport of rock climbing with the 
exception of artificial climbing. 
This is probably a reflection of a 
strong personal view which co
incides with important modern 
trends. Neither book is seriously 
deficient and 'Mountaineering for 
Beginners' has the advantage of 
being cheap. 

John Yates 

Rock Climbs in Lancashire 
and the North West 
Supplement 
Edited by Les Ainsworth, Dave 
Cronshaw and Al Evans 
Cicerone £2.50 
Little books like this are exciting, 
offering novelty and escape for 
inveterate rock addicts. With over 
two thousand climbs on grit, . 
sandstone, granite and limestone 
Lancashire is no longer a side
show. 
Some of the routes sound scruffy, 
but most do not and many are 
fine, with Trowbarrow, Farlton, 
Chapel head Scar and Wilton and 
Houghton comparing favourably 
with outcrops anywhere. The bits 
included on Cheshire and Chew 
seem rather throwaway, but there 
are quite a lot of routes and it will 
be a long time before the next full 
guides. Only the price offends! 

On Mountains 
by John Jerome 
Victor Gollancz Ltd. £6.50 
This book is limited by the 
author's insistence on using only 
his own experiences. Perhaps the 
best thing that can be done with it 
is to give it to people who ask you 
what you see in climbing. At this 
level it works excellently as an 
introduction to mountains. It 
contains quite large sections on 
the geology, geography, and 
inevitably the ecology of moun
tains all written from the point of 
of the American 'backpacker'. For 
the climber that is its most 
interesting insight. 

Mountaineering and its 
Literature 
by WR. Neate 
Cicerone Press £6.60 
The sub-title sums the book up. 
'A descriptive bibliography of 

Above: Dave Kenyon leading the FFA of Maraschino (XS,6a) at Houghton 
Quarry. Photo: Male Haslam. 

selected works published in the 
English languages, 1744-1976' 
There is perhaps too much 
'selection' and 'description' and 
not enough! bibliography. The 
book also contains a Mountain 
Index li sting the major high 
points in the countries of the 
world with heights and first 
ascents, with cross references to 
books. (A good starting point for 
planning trips.) As far as it goes 
it's a sound work but once it 
strays from the obvious books 
into the realms of the more 
obscure there are many 
omissions. Neither a complete 
nor wholly accurate work, but a 
useful starting point. 

International 
Directory of Mount~ 
aineering Clubs and 
Organizations 
by Pokorny, Peavler & Griffin 
Mountain Press 
Publishing Company, 
Montanta: $5.00 
Precisely as it indicates, an 
attempt to list Clubs throughout 
the world. Predominently,at the 
moment.American and British but 
there are listings for just about 
every country in Europe, South 
America and a section on the 
Middle East and Asia. Perhaps the 
favourite entry is 'The Second 
Avenue Alpine Club (a non-club). 
... it was established today and 
exists despite rumours of its non
existence.' Unfortunately many of 
the other apparently accurate 
listings are really as useful. The 
authors plead for more up to date 
details: if they persevere to a 2nd 
Edition it would be a good job. 

Diagnosis Before First Aid 
by Neville Marsden 
Churchill Livingstone £2 
An American publication. The 
author is a doctor who has 
worked with mountain rescue 
teams and has produced here 
what amounts to a service manual 
for human beings. It is possible to 
use the book much as one would 

use a manual for a car, to diagnose 
and correct. The book therefore 
makes a useful addition to 
expedition equipment as well as 
being of use to those who are 
doing First Aid courses. 

West Highland Walks: 
Volumes One and Two 
by Hamish Macinnes 
Hodder and Stoughton 
£4.95 each 
The first volume covers Ben Lui to 
the Falls of Glomach, the second 
Skye to Cape Wrath. They are 
presented in a size not dissimilar 
to Poucher's Guides of Macinnes' 
Climbing Guide. But in addition to 
the information on the route to be 
taken there is a great deal of 
'Gazateer' type background 
material which adds greatly to the 
interest of visiting the areas. The 
Guides are obviously intended to 
be used in conjunction with 
Ordnance Survey Maps as the 
bulk of the excellent photographs 
are scenic rather than 
geographic. The books therefore 
are for reference rather than 
Guides to be used on the hill and 
represent to the ful I the 
knowledge of Scotland's 
mountains of one of it's leading 
mountaineers. 

The Peak Experience: 
Hiking and Climbing for 
Women 
by Carol Seghers II 
Bobbs-Merrill $10 
Such great names as Molly 
Higgins and Nea Morin lends an 
initial credibility to this book. 
After acknowledging them, 
Carroll Seghers II , himself, 
endeavours to advise on every 
type of peak experience in 
outdoor pursuits gives him the 
credentials to inform and instruct 
on details as diverse as brassiers 
and belays. 
His motivation may be ingenuous; 
his book is definitlely incredible -
must for every male who ever 
thought he had a sense of 
humour and every female who 
never thought at all. A 



LETTERS 
Capital Ascents 
from Tony Brooder 
At first I thought th at I was 
sympathetic to the philosophy of 
thi s short articl e, but in the final 
analysis it emerges that it is really 
only .a scathing attack on 
Mazeaud in general and his 
Everest expedition in particular. 
Let us get one fact clear:
commercialisation of climbing is 
not a new phenomenon . Before 
the turn of this century leading 
climbers were writing books, or 
their memoirs (Whymper, 
Mummery, 0 . G. Jones). and 
others were making capital out of 
their photographic talents (the 
Abrahams, di Sella) . And Thank 
God that they did! Also, before 
1900, the massive expedition was 
already a fact of life, though in 
those days the patron was 
inevitably a wealthy individual 
rather than a commercial 
organisation . The massive Abruzzi 
expedition to Mt. St. Elias in the 
Yukon , and his K2 venture, were 
good examples of the early large
scale expedition . 
Throughout this century many of 
the leading mountaineers have 
taken the opportunity to use their 
mountaineering talents for some 
commercial return , and good luck 
to them, becau se they have added 
to the quality of our sport, in 
addition to lining their pockets 
with a few coppers. Imagine, if 
you can, the latest Extreme 
without a pair of Pierre Allain 
style climbing boots; imagine 
Zero without your Macinnes 
"terrors", your Whillans harness, 
and your Chouinard crampons -
all carried to the crag in your Joe 
Brown rucksack, and, of course, 
the latest Terray, Comici, 
Desmaison, or Darbellay boots on 
your feet and your new Messner 
axe in hand. 
After the weekend 's climbing you 
can relax at home with a book -
Rebuffat , Bonatti, Messner, 
Bonington, Boardman, Cleare, or 
Wilson; or even a magazine like 
Mountain. Perhaps you could 
even watch one of Leo 
Dickenson's superb films on T.V. 
All in all the entrepreneurs cater 
for most of our requirements ; and 
I, for one, am happy. 
However, to return to Yves 
Laulan 's attack on the Mazeaud 
expedition. This particular trip 
was little different from many 
others; the Herrligkoffer Nanga 
Parbat sagas, the Guido Manzi no 
expeditions, all the Everest S.W . 
Face expeditions - including the 
successful one complete with T.V. 
man and journalists, and of 
course the giant American Everest 
and K2 ventures. Many people 
abhor these mammoth 
experiences, but my only 
complaint was that I wasn't 
invited along to make up the 
numbers. Perhaps Yves Laulan 
feels the same? 
It is now a very notable fact that 
many of the exponents of the new 
"Alpine-style" attempts (and 
successes) on Himalayan giants 

have at some time been involved 
with large trips. Possibly the large 
expeditions were a necessary evil 
at the time, but like the dinosaur 
they seem destined to become a 
thing of the past. Perhaps the 
possibilities for small teams to 
attempt large unclimbed faces 
would not have been real ised if 
the large expedition had never 
existed . 
For Mazeaud it is indeed 
unfortunate that the French 
Everest expedition was 
(hopefully) one of the last of these 
juggernauts ; and it is also 
unhappy that he was honest 
enough not to hide his desire to 
become the first Frenchman atop 
the loftiest bump in the world -
even if seventy-odd others had 
been there before him. 

As Laulan clearly states, one 
has to "find the line which 
separates the acceptable from the 
indecent". It seems to me that this 
line has been found by most of 
those at the forefront of Himala
yan climbing . In terms of the 
Himalayas I think that Khumbu 
has more to fear from the tourist 
industry than from mountaineer
ing expeditions - but possibly 
this is a "chicken and egg" 
situation. 
Tony Brooder, Glossop. 

Mistakes That Mount
aineers Make - A Plea 
from Harry Hilton 
Like Joe Tasker and Pierre 
Mazeaud I am beginning to get a 
bit fed up with the mistakes that 
mountaineers make when they 
turn from the peg to the pen. 
Having participated in mount
aineering activities for some thirty 
years or more in Britain, Europe, 
Africa and the Himalayas it 
depresses me to see so many mis
takes appear. Writers who have 
failed to get their facts straight 
include John Howard (The Alpine 
Journal). Showell Styles (The 
Moated Mountain) , John Scott 
Douglas (Summits of Adventure). 
Mario Fantin (Sui Ghiacci dell' 
Africa). John Mitchell (Guide 
Book to Mount Kenya and 
Kilimanjaro, Third Edition, 1971 ), 
Walt Unsworth (Encyclopedia of 
Mountaineering). John Cleare 
(Mountains and Collins Guide to 
Mountains and Mountaineering). 
Alf Gregory (B.B.C. T.V. 1 on 
04.06 .78 in The Other Side of the 
Mountain). Dennis Gray (Rope 
Boy). Lord Hunt of Llanvair Water
dine (La Montagne). and Profes
sor C. van Furer-Haimendorf (The 
Observer); "To err is human", but 
this is ridiculous! 
I have written to some of the 
authors, editors, and publishers 
about some of the above errors 
which range from the more 
serious wrong year for an 
expedition to the more trivial , 
"You said that," - "Oh, no I 
didn' t," which when left as a 
verbal contest would not seem 
worth the candle, but once com
mitted to print becomes more 
serious I think. 

The responses from those who 
have taken the trouble to answer 
have ranged from the evasive, 
" .. .. not of sufficient import
ance" (David Astor then editor of 
the Observer re two errors of fact 
concerning roads and transport in 
Nepal in 1953) to Walt 
Unsworth's, "98% correct" re his 
Encyclopedia of Mountaineering 
and the errors therein concerning 
the death of Arthur Dolphin and 
the name of Mount Kenya. 
I know from personal experience 
that it is not easy to discover the 
truth about certain subjects and 
who is going to worry about the 
exact height of a Himalayan giant, 
but surely dates, altitudes to 
within 2,000ft, correct names of 
members of expeditions, and 
correct captions to photographs 
should all be within the bounds of 
possibility. It may take more time 
and effort, but who knows you 
might discover something new in 
the process of searching! So 
please may I make a plea for a 
more thorough approach in our 
hurried attempts to put it all down 
on paper. 
Harry Hilton, Borehamwood. 
The Editor would like to apologise to 
John Cleare for correcting the 
spelling of 'Karakorum' to 'Kara
koram ': it appears that both 
versions have a linguistic justifica 
tion. 

Nevis Hut - Democracy? 
from Alan Kimber 
For the second time in four years 
the BMC/ MC of Scotland have 
turned down the idea of providing 
additional hut accommodation 
high on the flanks of Ben Nevis. 
The decision has been arrived at 
even though more climbers are in 
favour than against. 
During this period a number of 
themes have been put forward. 
The extremes being an open 
bothy (locked in summer!) and a 
large sixty bed hut. Most climbers 
however agree that the common 
theme is to lessen the over
crowding of the CIC Hut. 
Those of you who have written in 
favour of these ideas (one,Mr. 
Dennis Gray, has at times graced 
your ranks) should be more than a 
little concerned. Concerned that 
no matter how much you support 
an idea like this, it all comes to 
nowt if the national bodies and 
their committees who control 
your sport deem otherwise. If you 
would like to gain a little succour 
from this frustrating state of 
affairs try and get hold of this 
years Scottish Mountaineering 
Club Journal. Read the section 
which starts on page 336 and is 
penned by a respected Scottish 
climber with more than just a 
passing interest in Ben Nevis. 
Finally can I ask if the valley 
accommodation.which the 
minority of climbers asked for and 
which is going ahead, will be 
open to all climbers and walkers 
whether a member of a club or 
the BMC/MC of Scotland or not? 
Sour grapes, grown from the 
seeds of frustration sown by the 
BMC/ MC of Scotland who seem 
to know how to organise 
climbers, whether the climbers 
like it or not! 
Alan Kimber, Fort William 

Mt. Kenya information 
from Vince Fayad 
What is Mr. Temple trying to say? 
Reading his letter in your latest 
issue of Mountain 69, one would 
think that he is criticising lain 
Allan for not giving Ian Howell full 

credit for the tremendous contri 
bution he has made to climbing 
on Mt. Kenya . In his article in 
Mountain 67 lain Allan says: 
'The mountain lay still for the next 
six years. Every face on Batian 
(17,058ft) and Ne/ion had been 
climbed, but many held concealed 
secrets, and it was not until Ian 
Howell arrived that they were 
gradually probed. Perhaps no one 
since Shipton has developed such 
major routes on the summit peaks, 
he has climbed 24 and pioneered 
seven. During the last few years he · 
has been the major force in the 
development of hard new routes, 
some of which must be the finest 
the mountain can ever hope to 
offer. ,, 
What more could he say? 
Knowing Ian Howell as well as I 
do I think if he had been heroized 
any more he would find it 
embarrassing. 
As for trying to compare Howell, 
Shipton, Firmin, Cliff - forget it. 
They have all made significant 
contributions to Mt. Kenya and to 
say one did more that the others 
is a bit childish . The important 
thing, which has already been 
clearly stated in lain Allan's 
article, is that Ian Howell is the 
pioneer of modern hard rock 
climbing on Mt. Kenya. 
By the way, I would not put the 
East Southeast Face Route of 
Nelion, which Temple refers to in 
his letter as the North East Face 
Route, in the category of one of 
the good modern hard rock 
routes. In Ian Howell's own 
words, "It was too forced .. . too 
aidy .. . we didn't go where we 
wanted to, where we wanted to 
go it was too hard." I might also 
add that this route was done in 
March, 1976 and has not yet had 

·a second ascent and is unlikely to 
have a second ascent in the near 
future. On the other hand Eastern 
Grooves, Scott-Braithwaite and 
the Diamond Buttress have all 
had second and third ascents and 
Northern Slabs has had 2 
ascents, and will be highly 
sought-after routes in the future . 
As for whose idea it was to do the 
Diamond Buttress Original Route 
- does it matter? 
The last item that Mr. Temple 
talks about is probably the most 
serious. The fact is that Mt. Kenya 
is almost right on the equator, at 
0 OS'S. latitude. The sun reaches 
its northernmost and southern
most extensions at the Tropic of 
Cancer, 23 N. latitude and the 
Tropic of Capricorn, 23 S. 
latit,ude, respectively. This is quite 
a large arc (46°) in which the sun 
moves back and forth across the 
mountain. 
In the Jan., Feb., March season 
the sun is rising in the southeast. 
Any rock route facing the south 
east, which Northern Slabs does, 
will be in condition. Conversely, in 
the July-Sept. season the sun 
rises in the northeast and any rock 
route facing the northeast will be 
in condition. Ice routes are in best 
condition after they have had the 
snowfall of one of the rains (April / 
May long rains, Oct/ Nov. short 
rains) and the sun has just begun 
to shine on them. The Diamond 
Couloir is the best example of 
this. It is in best condition in the 
Oct-Dec season when the south
side sun consolidates the snow 
deposited in the short rains. 
For Mr. Temple to say that "Any
one planning a visit to Mt. Kenya 
should, if at all possible, go in 
january-March season," is an 
injustice to his fellow climbers. 
Mr. Temple has not been in Kenya 
since mid-1976 and the weather 
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patterns have definitely changed 
over subsequent years. This year, 
Jan-March 1 979 was one of the 
wettest seasons of the year. Rain
fall figures are given below, from 
the Ministry of Power and Com
munications, Meteorological 
Department, Nyeri Station, which 
lies between the Aberdare 
National Park and Mt. Kenya 
National Park, the nearest station 
to the Naro Moru track. 

Month Rainfall (mm) 
January 126.8 
February 170.4 
March 129.9 
April 63.1 
May 359.8 
June 75.9 
July 32.8 
August 26.8 
September 8.0 

A climber planning on a January
March season would find some of 
the best routes on the mountain 
out of condition i.e. Diamond 
Couloir, Ice Window, Eastern 
Grooves, North East Pillar, West 
Face and West Ridge to name a 
few. 

Lastly I would like to say that I 
have had the distinct pleasure of 
having done the second ascent of 
two of the Howell-Temple routes 
(Diamond Buttress Original and 
Northern Slabs) and I found them 
to be top quality routes and have 
the greatest respect and 
admiration for both climbers. 
Vince Fayad, Nairobi 

Maurice and the Simond Family 
would like to wish a 
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HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
to all their faithful 'English' customers. 

Brasserie Nationale, Chamonix 

lnttie Lakes ..... 
With over 20 years experience we can offer 
the best selection of clothing specially 
designed for the all year round fell walker . 

..... our Mountain Jacket 
Double gaberdine 
Fully w indproof and showerproof 
at £ 27·65 or concealed hood style 

Grenfell Cloth 
Various shades £36·95 

Double ventile 7 -
In five shades !colour swatch 
on request) £42·50 I~ 

I j \ 

All Jackets have a 
large hood , front fl 
with press studs over 
map pocket , draw cord 
at waist . two flap over 
side pockets and inside pocket 1 \ ,.._.,_ CU'-.. 
Please add 80p for post .J//1,1 
and packing ,,~\_ 

tl1e 
cll1nbe•s ShoP 

Compston corner, Ambleside, Cumbria 
Telephone : Ambleside t 096 63 l 2297 

All the Munros (Scotland's 3000ft peaks) in a single walk! 
Read the classic book HAMISH'S MOUNTAIN WALK by 
Hamish Brown (£7 .50) 

THE MOUNTAIN SPIRIT. A beautifully illustrated book 
which appeals alike to the seeker of wisdom and to the practical 
mountaineer. Edited by Harold Drasdo and Michael Tobias (£7 .95) 

ON MOUNT Al NS. Geology - Exploration - Weather - Flora and 
Fauna - Mythology (' Al I the lore one needs' - Trevor Allen, 
Contemporary Review) by John Jerome (£7 .50) 

VICTOR GOLLANCZ LTD. 
14 Henrietta Street, London WC2E 8OJ 
Telephone 01-836 2006 

DON'T THROW THEM AWA V 
Your back issues of Mountain are wanted. Will pey premium price. 

Also will swap or sell some extras. as available. 
Bruce Beck, 4025 State St. No. 64, Santa Barbara, Ca. 93110 USA. 

cont inuing 20 years of gu1d1ng & alpine 1nstrucl!on 

PALISADE SCHOOL OF MOUNTAINEERING 



CLOG Vulture and Condor 

Vulture Ice 
Hammer 

L 

Vulture 
Ice Axe 

Condor 
Ice Axe 

CLOG VULTURE & CONDOR ICE AXES 
Effective : Functional: Strong : Ice tools that work 

CLOG Clogwyn Climbing Gear Ltd. 
Clwt-y-Bont, Deiniolen, 
Gwynedd, N.Wales. 

Meettwo 
warm Northeasters, 
at home anywhere. 

Phoenix Mountaineering introduce two new 
garments. 

The first we call the Northeaster Jacket. 
Stylish and versatile, it doubles as a wann 

casual gannent or an effective thennal shield in the 
worst conditions when worn over the North
easter Vest. 

With a double ended zip front, an inside map 
pocket, zipped hand warmer compartments and a 
detachable hood, you'll be covered from top to 
bottom in style and comfort. 

The Northeaster Vest is no poor relation of the 
jacket. It will provide you with a high degree of 
manceuvreability and body warmth wherever you 
feel the pinch. 

Get in touch with Phoenix, we'll put you in 
touch with the Northeasters. 

SPECIFICATION: Filling Dupont Hollofil- 7ozsper 
sq.yd. (260gms per metre). Colours in Nylon Chocolate/ 
Marine/ Gold. Colours in Cottonpolyester Slate Green/ 
Bracken. Sizes XS/S/ M/ L/XL. Jacket weight (Med) 
2.31bs (l l00gms). Vest weight (Med) lib (450gms). 

PHOENIX 
mooma1neem1G 

~ Phoenix Mountaineering Ltd., 
Coquetdale Trading Estate, Amble, 
Morpeth, 
Northumberland NE65 OPE. 
Tel.Amble (0665) 710934. 

Look out for the flight of the Phoenix. 
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The Games Climbers Play 
Edited by Ken Wilson £8.50 
A selection of 100 mountaineering articles 

Gervasutti' s Climbs 
by Giusto Gervasutti £3.25 Limpbound 
A remarkable autobiography by one of the 
leading Italian mountaineers of the 1930s 

On The Heights 
by Walter Bonatti £3 .95 L1mpbound 
Important memoirs by a world famous climber 

Climbing in North America 
by Chris Jones £5.95 Limpbound 
Important history book replete with anecdote 
and interest, a new paperback edition of the 
or1g1nal book 

Mountaineering in Scotland 
Undiscovered Scotland 
by W. H. Murray £8.25 
Bill Murray's classic books on Scotland in one 
hardbound volume 

K2 - The Savage Mountain 
by Charles Houston, Robert Bates 
and Others £4 .95 L1mpbound 
Gripping adventure on the world's second 
highest peak 

The Last Blue Mountain 
by Ralph Barker £3.95 L1mpbound 
Classic expedition epic account of tragedy and 
courage 

Diadem Books 
C/ O Cordee 249 Knighton Church Rd Leicester 

INSULATAWEAR 
World-wide 
protection 
and warmth 

jJ. A complete range of · -:r; jackets, trousers, suits and 
/ •' now ice boots, available 

from all main retail outlets. 
---------------...-----------~, I Please send brochures showing the complete INSULATA I 
I range, reco~mended retail price list and name of my I 
I nearest stockist. I I NAME .............. ...... ,..................................................................... I 
I ADDRESS ........................ ............ .... ........................................... ' 

I ....... .. ............ .... .. ....... ... .......... .... ...... ... ............... ................. 1111.1111_1_2 I 
L __ :~~r.:_~L=:22.:_ ~ =-~:e:m~A~:_e: _:i:_ __ J 

·nt Clim . . 
~-'"-~-

ALAN ROUSE ~~ JANNU ALPINE STYL 
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Lil<e its illustrious namesake the Thor is com-· -~~.:q ~ -_., :·_-~_::._·~.·_-.? __ · :-. 
pletely at home in the elements. -=---=--- __ - .::-- -...,.,~•~"'-r:J',£':i!!I!.!;.-~■ 
Manufactured from neoprene proofed nylon the • • • -
Thor offers the complete weather protection required 
by the rock climber and alpinist alike. 

Its special features include: 
• Drawcord fastened hood has a wire stiffened peak for better protection 

and vision 
• Heavyweight zip gives two way opening protected by a Velcro closed flap. 
• Two side pockets are zip closed with ring pulls for easy operation 
• Velcro fastened cuffs 
THOR - a tough character to have on your side when the going gets rough. 

b h Full colour literature showing 

Berghaus clothing range is now 
available from: .'g au' Thorandtherestofthe 

34 Dean Street Newcastle upon Tyne (Dept.M.) 
Telephone: 0632 23561 

~-~--. ~-- -~ -~_,,..., ·, . 
-~:~- .,,.·· ,., 
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FOR WILD WEATHER 

TBBBIIIDOB 
A WARM 

WATERPROOF DUVET 
in Goretex/Hollofill 

Goretex keeps water out 
but allows body 
condensation to escape, 
whilst Hollofil provides 
the warmth of a Duvet. 
Thus one garmeht "does the 
job of two ! 
Design features includ~ 
rolled seams, well away 
from the shoulders, 
hand warmer pockets, 
filled attached hood, 
two way zip, plus the 
reliable workmanship 
to be expected 
from Pointfive. 
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Our Experience: 
Alan Rouse, Brian Hall, Rab 
Carrington, Mal Duff, Dave 
Cuthbertson, John Porter, 
John Fisher. (Palisade 
School of Mountaineering). 

Your Experience: 
1980 Courses & 
Expeditions include: 
Scottish Winter Snow 
& Ice, Alpine 
Mountaineering, 
Peruvian Andes, Old 
Man of Hoy, British 
Rock. 

OUNTAIN 
XPERIENCE 
28 Moray Place, 
dinburgh. 
el. 031 661 2263. 

~ -~ 
:: · "):.· - ., ~, .. , ~-

,,,.~ 0 .),,,. , <J' 'l::: ~ 

... 

'II 

Classes year-round 
Guided climbs anywhere 

Fast paced, comprehensive instruction , 
training and conditioning . Enter at your level 
of ability. Proceed at your best pace . Courses 
include: Basic Rock Climbing , Intermediate and 
Advanced Free Climbing , Leading , Direct Aid , 
Bouldering , Technical and 
Summer Ice Climbing and FREE :@3?-,. 
Guided Climbs. BROCHURE r 
Name I Print) 

Address 

City State Zip 

California Mountaineering 
and Technical Rock 
Climbing School 
P.O. Box 1576 ,, , 
.ldyllwild, Ca. 92349 1 f 

I (714) 659-4801 1714) 365-1152 t hili:1-: 111 L.----------~ 



No. 1 in Europe 

karrimor 
I 

No. 1 in Ice Climbing 

karrimor 00 f:ralc 

No. 1 in 
Cross-Country Ski-ing 
karrimor, karrimat, karibou, Jaguar, Papoose, Aergo, Simploc, 
Clinchlock, Cougar, 7th Grade, Haston, Lynx and KS-1 OOe are 
registered trade marks world wide of karrimor International ltd. 

For more information contact Dept. M. T. karrimor International Ltd., Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes, England. 
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Go 
anywhere 

g 
We stock possibly the widest range of high quality 
equipment for climbers in Britain at extremely 
competitive prices. 

Famous brands we stock include: 

Ace, Atkinsons, Beaufort, 
Belstaff, Berghaus, Blacks, 
Boylan, Bukta, Bulldog, 
Camp Trails, Caravan, 
Chouinard, Clog, 
Dachstein, Daimor, Edelrid, 
Edelweiss, Galibier, G. & H., 
Grenfell, Hawkins, Helly 
Hansen, Henry Lloyd, Hiatt, 
Howarth, lnteralp, Janus, 
Javlin, Joanny, Jumar, 
Karrimor, Mammut, Mascot, 
Millet, Moac, 

Mountain, M.S.R., North 
Cape, hlorth Wall, Oldham, 
Optimus, Peck, P. & 0 ., 
Point Five, Mountain House, 
Bia Band, Raven, Rohan, 
Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Seal Fur, Sigg, Silva, 
Simond, Snowdon, Solar, 
Sprayway, Springlow, 
Sticht, Stubai, Sunto, 
Tenson, Tilley, Trangia, 
Troll, Ultimate, Vango, 
Viking, Wild Water, Wilkie, 
Yakpak. 

SPECIAL OFFER - best buy in the U.K. 
F & T 45m x 11 mm Kernmantel Rope. Holds 6 UIAA Falls. 
Prices (inc 15% VAT) £29.95 45m x 9mm £24.80. 

Send for our free mail order catalogue offering substantial 
reductions, or visit our shop, open Mon-Fri 9-5, Thurs. 4-1 
Sat 9-4 .30. Access and Barclaycard accepted. 

EXPORT & CONTRACT 
We have a special contract department for club, 
expedition and educational orders, and for a personal 
and direct export. 

Please send me:-

0 Further details of Field & 
Treks own label equipment and full 

catalogue. 

D Details of Heron Optical (Our 
associate optical company.) 

D The Backpacker Gear Guide sop 

NAME __________ _ 

ADDRESS __________ _ 

M12 

GOOD 
GEAR for 
HARD ROCK 
from 

JIE 
IIIWII 
MENAI HALL, LLANBERIS, GWYNEDD, WALES 

LLANBERIS 028682 327 
CAPEL CURIG 06904 20s 

nev1sport 
Fort William 0397 .4921 / 2 
Glasgow 041.332.4814 
Aviemore 0479.81 0 .208 

"' 
~IC HtJT' BEN NEVIS' 



Manufacturers of high quality garments. Smlthfold Lane, WORSLEY , 
MANCHESTER M28 6AR. ENGLAND. Telegrams 'HENRILLOYO 
WALKOEN'. Telephone:061-790 2277/8 & 061-799 5480 (2 lines) 
Telex : 666765 0 HENRI G . 

Oty. 

An expedition proven high mountain 
duvet. One of the finest HOLLOFILED* 
duvets available offering unrivalled 
value by being offered direct from our 
factory at wholesale price 
FEATURES : Double coristruction, no cold spots . 
Detachable hood . 2 la rge front cargo pockets wi th flap . 
2 way heavy duty nylon zip . Inside map pocket . 
All ripstop nylon construction . Elasticated hem and cuffs . 
High cut insulated collar . SIZES : S, M , L, XL . 
COLOURS : Royal Blue or Scarlet , Olive Green available to order 
(plain Nylon) . Weight approx . 42 ozs. Packed size 13" x 9 ½" dia. 

EXTREME 
EQUIPMENT 
Red Gables Mill Trunk Road 
Middlesbrough Cleveland Tel. 0642 460369 

Item Colour Size 
1 2 

I 
I 

Please add £1 .00 toward Post and Pack ing Total 

Price 

Name ...... .......... ...... ... ... ..... ............. ... ... .. ..... ............................ ... ...... ... ........... . 

Address ... ........... ..... .. .. ....... .. .......... .... ................................... ... ... ... .. ... ...... .. ... . 

Payment enclosed Cheque/ P.0 ./cash (registered mail only) 

barclaycard/ access. (delete as appropriate) 

Tel. 

credit card no . ... ............... ................ ....... .. .............. .. ....... .... .... .. 

Signature ___________ _ 

D Tick for brochure (IOpstamp appreciated). 
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._.,;. ... ..,, The new Optimus 323 is the first 
petrol stove to come onto the market 
for a while . Designed w ith the back· 
packer and mountaineer in mind its 
main features include: 

Wide base for greater stability 
(diameter 120mm} 

• Compact and lightwe ight (630gm} 
Petrol operated , built -in pump 

• Adjustable flame control 
• Built -in fuel jet cleaning 
• Wind shield 

Wide pot support 
• Safety cap 

The stove boils one litre of water in 
only 4 minutes and with its 2 litre 
tank full can burn full flame for 45 
minutes . As well as the "Optimus 
323" we have good stocks of the ill 
and them B, the Optimum BR petrol 

~Ir~:~~ ~~in1eh~~ir~td:~in!_99· 

I Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET, 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Tel: 23561 

AMISH 
AC NNES 

LOOK BEHINDTHE 
RANGES 

A selection of expeditions and adventures 
spanning twenty-five years in the life of one of 
Scotland's leading climbers. 
Entirely idiosyncratic, wry, humorous, 
LOOK BEHIND THE RANGES is never less 
than totc;1lly readable. 

£7.50 Illustrated. 

~-Hodder & Stoughton _ _,,, 

The world's lightest full size Karabiner: 
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Salewa hollow 2,000 kp 
The Salewa hollow karabiner is the lightest full 
size karabiner in the world; big wall climbers will 
appreciate the huge weight saving of a bunch of 
Salewa hollow karabiners as well as the light smooth 
gate action. - A masterprice of Salewa technology. 

• Individually load tested, to the guaranteed strength 
of 2000kp (breaking strength 2250kp). 

• Finest workmanship down to the most minute 
detail. 

• Manufactured from special aircraft alloy tubing. 

• Smooth gate action. Distinct lip to catch pegs. 

• The more you carry, the more you'll notice the 
difference. 

Also available: RR Hollow Karabiner, model Royal Robbins . 
Exclusively available in the U.S.A. from Mountain 
Paraphernalia Modesto Ca. 

Made by climbers for climbers 
f~ SALEWA 

Send for our fully illustrated technical catalogue to: Mrs.M.Long, Karrimor International Limited, Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes. 





SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
AUSTRALIA 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Bushgear Canberra 
Shop 6 Caga Centr~. 
38, Akuna Street. 
Tel. 062.477153 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 

· 46 Northbourne Avenue 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S). 
N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd ., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 . 
Tel. 476.3242. (C). 
N.S.W. : Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment, 
P.O . Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432. 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S). 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Designs 
334 Kent Street, 
Tel. 291231 
N.S.W. Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty., Ltd ., 
17 Falcon Street 
Crows Nest. ' 
Tel. 02.439.2454. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
224 Barry Parade, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. 07.52.8804 or 52 .8894. 
South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Climbing Equipment, 
98 Fullarton Road, 
Norwood 5067 
Tel. 08.332.7793 (C) (M) (S) . 
Tasmania: Hobart 
Outdoor Equipment, 
212 Liverpool Street, 7000. 
Tel. 002.346213 (C) (M) (S) . 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428. 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports (Auckland) Ltd ., 
2nd Floor, Corner Victoria & 
Kitchener Streets, 
Tel. 374764 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
200 Madras Street, 
Tel.67.148 
Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 
Tel. 74.646 
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CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W.41. 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
(Mountaineering Division of 
'The Action Corporation'), 
402 Li Po Chun Chamber 
Des Vouex Road Central,' 
Tel. 5-435063 
Mail. Tsat Tsz Mui 
Post Office, Box No.73 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. 09663.2297 . 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S) . 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Aviemore 
Nevi sport, 
43 Grampian Road. (M) 
Tel. 0479.810208. 
Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street, 
Tel. 0232.38572 . 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Oueensway,4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. (S). 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop. (S). 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, (C), 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road . 
Tel. 021.454.8771 . 
Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
39 Darwen Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford -------
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd. 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 

Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277 .221259. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports 
138 Western Road. (S) 
Tel. 0273.26874. 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Bristol 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
41 a Colston Street. (S) ( C) . 
Tel. 0272.23166. 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816." 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C) . 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205. 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 06904.232. 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road , 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370. 
Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays, 
Tel. 0222.28892. 
Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear 
148 Ninian Park Road, 
Tel. 0222.390531 . 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239. 
Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311. 
Chesterfield 
The Adventure Centre, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate, 
Tel. 0246.38660. 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
61 Empress Buildings 
Binley Road 
Tel. 0203.441241 
Derbyshire/Hope 
Magic Mountain, 
93 Castleton Road . 
Tel. 0433.20516. 
Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245. 

Derby 
Outdoor Shop, 
201 Normanton Rd ., DE3 6US 
Tel. 0332.45204. 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre, (C) (M) . 
Tel. 0302.21297 . 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0382 .24501 / 2. 
Dundee 
Blacks Camping & Leisure 
93-117 Princes Street. (C): 
Tel. 0382.43766. 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear 
46 Dairy Road . ' 
Tel. 031.337 .2332. 
Elgin 
Bill Marshall, 
11 Commerce Street. 
Tel. 0343.44073. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421. (C) (S). 
Fort William 
Nevisport 
131 High Street. 
Tel. 0397.4921 / 4922 
Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041 .221.4531 /2. 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road . 
Tel. 041.332 .5533. 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street, (M), 
Tel. 041.332.4814 . 
Glasgow 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041.221.4007. 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748. 
Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd ., 
28 John William Street. 
Tel. 0484.23165. (C) (M). 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre 
11 Manchester Road. ' 
Tel. 061 .368.1558. 
Inverness 
Clive Rowland, 
60 Academy Street, 
Tel. 0463.38746. 
Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road 
Tel. 0596.73524. 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C) . 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610. 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 



Leeds 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
21 /22 Grand Arcade. (C). 
Tel. 0532.458634. 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road (S). 
Tel. 0533.551952 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 051 .709.6912. 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43 Harrington Street, 2. 
Tel. 051 .236.0525. 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Ha ll, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 . 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd ., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01 .723.5252. 
London 
Alpine Sports 
10-12 Holborn, E.C.1 . (S) 
Tel. 01.404.5681. 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.4426. 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
53-54 Rathbone Place, W.1. 
Tel. 01.636.6645. (C) . 
London 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836.8541/7 . 
Luton 
Out & About, 
20 Stuart Street, 
Tel. 0582.38952. 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd .), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167. 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161. (C) (M) (S) . 
Manchester, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road, 
Tel. 061.928.6613. 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 
Manchester 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340. 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road . 
Tel. 0642.248916. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre Ltd. , 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561. 
Newcastle-upon-1 yne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. 
Tel. 0632.24941 . 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
The Four Seasons, 
115-117 Northumberland St. 
North Wales: Deinolen 
Clogwyn Climbing Gear Ltd., 
Clwt.y-Bont LL55 3DE 
Tel. 028.682.551. 

Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
15 Westlegate. 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230. 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061.620.3900. 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 T url Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110. 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Middlegate. . 
Tel. 0768.4505. 
Penrith 
Mountain Craft, 
4 Castlegate. 
Tel. 0768.64513. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portsmouth 
Safari, The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705 .29410. 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903. 
Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196. 
Rotherham 
The Adventure Centre, 
The Guardian Centre, 
Tel. 0709 68660. 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.56018. 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) . 
Tel. 0742.25631. 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422. 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Alpenstock 
2 Port Street. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Stoke-on-Trent California: San Luis Obispo 
Jo Royle, Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
25 BrunswickSt., Hanley. 871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401 . 
Tel. 0782.266137. Tel. 805.541 .1533. (C) (M) (S). 
Wasdale Head California : Santa Barbara 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop Granite Stairway Mtneering, 
T_e_l._0_9....,,4,--0_6_. 2_2_9_. ______ 3040 State Street, 931 05 
Wells, Somerset Tel. 805.682.1083 
Rocksport, California: Upland 
Bus Station, Wells . Pack and Piton, 
Tel. 0749.73054. 1252 W. Foothill Blvd ., 91786. 
Windermere: Cumbria Tel. 714.982.7408. (C) (M) (S). 
The Fellsman, California: Ventura 
2 Victoria Street. The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
Tel. 09662.4876. S Cl 93001 ----------- ~;f ro5.~~~-86;~: . York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, Colorado: Boulder 
14 Goodramgate. The Boulder Mountaineer, 
T I 0904 53567 1329 Broadway, 80302. 
;,,,;e:;;·~~-;;;;;;~"'=· ====--- Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S) . 

NORWAY Colorado: Boulder 
Hemsedal Neptune Mountaineering 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 2020 30th Street, 80301 
Equ ipment, Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S) . 
N 3560 Hemsedal. Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Tel. Hemsedal 117. The Cobbler, 
O.:....:...,sl_o __________ 10 South 25th Street, 80904. 
Sport Co . A/S, . Tel. 303.475.7626. 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, Colorado: Denver 
Roald Amundsens Gt.6. Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381. 1517 PlatteStreet,80202. 
~~=a;;;;;~~=a~==-- Tel. 303.433.6419 (C)(M) (S). DENMARK 
Copenhagen 
Dolfi sport, 
Snemandsvej la, 2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 02.94.87.94. 

UNITED STATES 

Colorado: Durango 
Pineneedle Mountaineering 
835 Main Ave., Suite 211, 
81301 . (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 303.247 .8728 . 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 

Alaska: Anchorage Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Alaska Mountaineering Tel. 303.586.5391 . 
and Hiking, Colorado: Fort Collins 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. The Mountain Shop, 
Tel. 907.272.1811. (C) (M) (S) . 126W. Laurel, 80521 . 
California: Berkeley Tel. 303.493.5720. (M). 
The North Face, Colorado: Lafayette 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. Lowe Alpine Systems, 
Tel. 415.548.1371. (C) (S) · 802 South Public, 80026. 

....:.Ca..:.l....:.if_o_rn~ia_:_B~e-r=-ke-=1-ey-'----- Tel. 303.665 .9220. (C) ( M) (S). 
Marmot Mountain Works, Connecticut: West Hartford 
3049 Adeline, 94703. Clapp and Treat, 
..:.T..:..el-'-. _4_1 ,--5._:.8_4..:..9_.0_7_3=-5-=. =------ 672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
California: Campbell Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 
The North Face, Idaho: Moscow 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S). 410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
California: Fresno Tel. 208.882.0133.(C)(M)(S). 
Robbins Mountain Shop, Illinois: Chicago 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650 Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). 1252 West Devon, 60626. 
-Ca-1-if_o_rn_i_a :_L_a_C~a_n_a_d_a ---- Tel. 312 .262.3832. ( C) ( M) (S). 

Sport Chalet, Massachusetts: Boston 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 Eastern Mountain Sports 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 1041, Commonwealth Avenue, 
-Ca-,l""'if,-o-rn--,-ia-:-=L,-a-=H"""a-=b-r-'-a ---- Tel. 617 .254.4250. ( C)( M) (S). 
Sports and Trails, Minnesota: Minneapolis 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd ., 90631. Midwest Mountaineering, 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S). 309 Cedar Ave. South, 55454. 
California·: Modesto Tel. 612.339.3433. (C)(M)(S). 
Robbins Mountain Shop, Michigan: East Lansing 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. Great Lakes Mountain Supply, 
Tel. 209.529.6917. (C) (S). 541 East Grand River Ave.; 
---------- 48823. 
California: San Diego Tel. 517.351".2060. 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 
443 12th Street, 92101. Montana: Hamilton 
Tel. 714.232.2167. (C)(M)(S) . Expeditions International 
California: San Diego 215 Main St., (Box 1040), 
Adventure 16 Inc., 59840. 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, Tel. 406.363.3440. (C)(S) . 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 
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N.H.: North Conway Washington: Seattle 
International Mountain Swallow's Nest, 

;-1:'quipment 3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Main Street, 03860. Tel. 206.633.0408. (M)(S). 

· Tel. 603.356,5287, Washington: Seattle 
, , New York: Ithaca North Face, 

"", Nippenose Equipment, 4560 University Way N.E., 
'.:,. 215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 98105. 

Tel. 607 .272.6868. (C) (M) (S). Tel. 206.633.4431 . 
New York: New Paltz Washington: Spokane 

, Rock and Snow, Selkirk Bergsport, 
14 Main Street, 12561. W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S). Tel. 509.328.5020. (C)(M)(S) . 
New York: Syracuse Washington: Wenatchee 
Nippenose Equipment, Asplund's Ski Touring, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East, 1544 N.Wenatchee Ave .,98801. 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C)(M)(S). Tel. 509.662.6539. (C)(M)(S). 

, Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr Wisconsin: Madison 
.,.- J D Sachs, Wilderness Erewhon Mountain Supply, 

Outfitters, State and Gorham, 53703. 
880 W' Lancaster Ave., 19010 Tel. 608.251.9059. (C)(M)(S). 
_T_e_l._2_1_5_.5_2_7_.3_6_1_6_. _____ Wisconsin: Madison 
Pennsylvania: Yardley H H Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Outfitters, Tel. 608.231.2447. 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. Wisconsin: Madison 
Tel. 215.493.4536. H H Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
Utah: Salt Lake City 644 State Street, 53703. 
Timberline Sports Inc., Tel. 608.257.1347. (S). 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. Wyoming: Jackson 
Tel. 801.466.2101. (C)(M) (S). Teton Mountaineering, 
Washington: Leavenworth Main Square, 
Der Sportsmann, (P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
837 Front Street, 98826. Tel. 307.733.3595. (C)(M)(S). 
T_el_. _50_9_._54_8_._5_6_23_._(_M_)_(S_)_. __ Wyoming: Laramie 
Washington: Seattle Rocky Mountaineering, 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 211 Second Street, 82070. 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. Tel. 307 .742.3191. (S) (C). 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C)(M)(S). 

PACK US ON YOUR NEXT 
AD VE NIU.RE .. 

M12 
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EL CAPITAN FILM. First British Screening. 
Showing with K2 -THE SAVAGE 
MOUNTAIN. Sheffield Film Theatre. Sat 
15th Dec 6.45 pm. Queries Tony Riley, 0742-
53042, ?r Jenny Woodley 0742-660218. 

Why Everdry? 
1. More safety 
2. Lower weight 

under wet (British) 
conditin 

3. Less friction and 
abrasion 

4. Longer rope life 
5. Perfect handling 

• natural waterproofing for leather alid'811111 
. deep pnetrating power 
. keeps leather supple 
• pratects leather from watar and mould 
. nourishes the leather 
• prevents drying eut 
• maintains permeability 

and breatbalJillty 
- inllammable 
• no silicone, 

1111%bledegradable 

Detailed information in the new EDELRID cataloque 79/80, 
Available at your specialist shop or from 

MOAG, Wellington Mills, Duke Street, Manchester 



POSE NATIONAL 
Alaskan Alpine Cl.ub 

CLIMBING PROHIBITED 
WITHOUT PRIOR 

OFFICIAL REGISTRATION 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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BECK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
• Hand-made of neoprene nylon in our small shop 
• Used by the most active climbers in Europe 
• Relied upon for Karakoram and Himalaya expeditions 
• Makers of the Chouinard crampon straps 
• Unconditionally Guaranteed 
• lnternat,onal orders welcome - Fast service 
• Send 15~ stamp or equivalent for catalog . 

Beck, Dept. K, 4025 State St., #54 Santa Barbara, CA 93110 USA 

Send for course details to: 
CLUB VAGABOND, 
1854 Leysin, Switzerland. 

ff Director: 
Peter Boardman. 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF MOUNTAINEERIN6 

ave 1ne dothin 
should be able to supp ere 

ONLY3LBS! 

BIBLER'S 
IMPOTE 

TWO PERSON 
GORET 

ome 
-corded poles 

EASONABLY PRICED 
3416-21STWEST#3 
Seattle. WA 98199 

Printed in England by Loxley Brothers Limited, Sheffield and London 



You've never been more 
comfortable. 

Gore-Tex material lets 
vapour out, stops water 
getting in, so you're cooler, 
more comfortable whatever 
the conditions. 

And Belstaff expertise gives you more: 

• Seams are sewn and taped or welded. 

• Thoroughly tested at high altitudes by 
Chris Bonington. 

• Extra length in jacket plus superb fit. 

• Specially constructed hood-fits the face 
and turns with the head. 

• Spacious pockets . 

• Overtrousers have zip fly, side opening 
and a side pocket. 

hat more can 
sk for? See it 
t your retailer 
r full colour br 
dayto: 

staff 
tiona 

ngto 
, 



akes Great lcj,king Climbers 

PETER STORM ALSO MANUFACTURES: 

SUPER TOUGH PVC FOUL 
WEATHER GEAR 

WEAT" FOUL WEATHER GEA,iit 
OOF,ED PURE 

L SWEATERS AND CAPS 

ND SPORTING SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 
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