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INSULATAWEAR 
World-wide 
protection 
and warmth 

,6 A complete range of · ·!.-;, jackets, trousers, suits and 
, r / V now ice boots, available 

• ,#. from all main retail outlets. 
---------------...------------, I Please send brochures showing the complete INSULATA I 
I range, recommended retail price list and name of my I 
I nearest ,stockist. J 

i :~~RE~.~~·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: I 
MM10 I I ········· ······ ··············· ··············· ··· ····· ···· ·· ············ ·········· ···· ··· ····------· -- I 

LI INSULATAWEAR LTD., 127 OLD ST. CLEVEDON, AVON BS21 IBW ; --------------------------
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In the bitter cold of the Himalayan 
mountains,you need more than skill and 
experience to survive. 

Which is why Martin Boysen, Joe 
Brown and Mo Anthoine chose 
North Cape Polar Wear in their bid to 
become the first men to conquer 
1rango Tower, 20,530 ft up in the heart 
of the Karakorum range. 

The fact that they succeeded says a 
lot, both for their abilities as climbers and 
for the qualities of our Polar Wear jackets. 

They are made from Dacron, a man
made fibre with remarkable insulating 
properties. 

The 10mm loft pile in the material 
traps the maximum amount of air next to 
the skin. But it also allows perspiration 

to pass through to the outside, away 
from the bod)) keeping you dry as well 
as warm.And it does all this without 
hampering the movements of the wearer, 
another important quality. 

To be honest, there are other jackets 
on the market which work in a similar 
way to ours. 

But Dacron is the most efficient and 

North Cape also make Polar Wear 
mitts, socks, undertrousers, a reverse 
pile pullover and a one-piece suit Like 
our jackets, they are all designed to 
keep you warm and comfortable in the 
coldest of climates. 

Because when you're 20,000 ft up a 
mountainside,it can be decidedly brassy. 

I'd like to know more about North Cape Polar Wear. 
Please send me your free full-colour leaflet. 

Name ___________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

North Cape :rextiles Ltd, {ti~n'l'Hr.ur) 
BerrydenMills, f'lll~nt ~ 

6BerrydenRoad, ~ I w· 
AberdeenAB92WB, 0 ar ear 
Scotland. 
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Why Everdry? 
1. More safety 
2. lewer weight 

under wet (British ) 
conditions 

3. less friction and 
abrasion 

4. Longer rope life 
5. Perfect handling 

· natural waterproofing for leather and seams 
· deep penetrating power 
· keeps leather supple 
· protects leather from water and mould 
· nourishes the leather 
· prevents drying out 
· maintains permeability 

and breathability 
· inflammable 
· no silicone, 

100% biodegradable 

Detailed information in the new EDELRID cataloque 79/80. 
Available at your specialist shop or from 

MOAG, Wellington Mills, Duke Street, Manchester 

GOOD 
GEAR for 
HARD ROCK 
from 

IIE 
Ill■■ 
MENAI HALL, LLANBERIS, GWYNEDD, WALES 

LLANBERIS 028682 327 
CAPEL CURIG 06904 20s 

NO PLACE 
FOR 
BARE HEADS 
THE MSR HELMET HAS 
WITHSTOOD THE TEST 
OF TIME & USE 

• Made of durable polycar
bonate LEXAN<•, plastic 

• Styrene foam ab
sorbs and cushions 

impact 
• Helmet rim adds 

side-to-side rigidity 
and keeps head 
farther from rock 

• No inside projecting 
knobs or buttons 

MSR CLIMBING 
HELMET- YOUR 
BEST CHOICE 

SEE YOUR DEALER OR 
WRITE rQR CATALOG 

., Mountain Safety 
f , Research, Inc. 
• Dept. H 109 
'• " · ~ \ 631 South 96th Street 

" Seattle, w~ 
98108 
(U.S.A.) MSR 
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Constable 
publish a unique list of mountaineering 
guides, all lavishly illustrated, at very 
reasonable cost: 

Sea cliff climbing 
in Britain 
by John Cleare & Robin Collomb (£3.50) 

Rock climbing in 
the Lake District 
AG. Cram, J.C. Eilbeck, I. Roper (£3.50) 

Rock climbing in Wales 
by Ron James (£4.25) 

International Mountain 
Rescue Handbook 
by Hamish Macinnes (£3 .95) 

Scottish Climbs 
by Hamish Macinnes (2 vols, £2.95 each) 

Rock climbing in 
the Peak District 
by Paul Nunn (£3.50) 

Rock climbing in 
Ireland 
Edited by Calvin Torrans (in prep) 

The Lakeland Peaks 
The Welsh Peaks 
The Peak & Pennines 
The Scottish Peaks 
by W. A Poucher 
(£4.95, £4.50, £4.50, £3.50 respectively) 
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Karrimor Jaguar 7 
The sac for 
all seasons 
and all 

• continents 
JAGUAR 7 
Only available in the 
new KS-1 00e fabric, t 
this sac is something 
special. 

It has VERSATILITY 
as it's second name, 
with it you can: 

A. Use it as a general 
purpose Alpine sac. 
B. Add pockets to make 
it a 70 litre sac for 
carrying gear to the hut. 

C. Carry skis for ski
mountaineering. 
D. Convert it to a 'clean' 
sac for rock-climbing 
and big routes by 
removing the frame, hip 
belt and pocket straps. 
(a piece of karrimat can 
be inserted into the 
frame pocket) . 

'KS·100e' -THE WORLD'S FIRST 
WATERPROOF TEXTURISED t 
RUCSAC FABRIC. 
( KS-1 00e is a registered trade mark of 
Karrimor International Limited.) 

For further details send for our fully 
illustrated price list & technical guide 
to : Mrs.C. R. Long, Karr imor 
International Limited , Avenue 
Parade, Accrington, Lancashire. 



Perfection by Design 

For details of Britains finest range of walking boots write to: 
Cowan Head Mill. Burneside, Kendal, Cumbria. 
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SILK 

Slip it on. Silk 
keeps the heat in

the cold out. So 
light and compact 

it disappears 
in your pocket. 

UNUSUAL 
EXPEDITIONS 
FOR SMALL GROUPS 
OF EXPLORERS 
Trekking in the Himalayas 
Climbing in the Andes 
Whitewater Rafting in Alaska 
Desert Trekking in the Sahara 
Write for our 72-page color catalog 
d811Crlblng more than 100 wllderneu 
expeditions and outings on 5 continents 
(lnc:lude Sl for poatage). 

In U.s.A. Mountain Travel 
1398-MT Solano • Albany, Ca. 94706 
(415) 527-8100 
In U.L: Twickenham Travel 
22 Church Street• Twickenham TWl 3NW, England 
In Canada: Mountain Travel Canada 
737 Burley Drive• Weot Vancouver B.C. V7T 1Z7 
In Australia It New Zealand: Auaventure Holidays 
P.O . Boa54 • M011man, N.S.W. 2088, Auatralia 

Therm-a-Rest on K-2 
Pumori 
McKinley 
Logan 

Enjoy 
S/eepi119 c.,.,.,, 
Anywllere ••• 

~ J ,. 

the 
self-INFLATING -INSULATING 
mattresses 

NOW IN 3 SIZES. Lightweight and com
pact, Therm-a-Rest gives you more 
sleeping comfort than other mattresses 
or pads. Just open the valve . 
3/ 4 length : 19" x47"x1 ½"; wt ., 1 'h lbs. 
Full length mattress and Sportseat available . 

THERM-A-REST/ Cascade Designs, Inc. d. N 
568 1st Avenue S., Seattle, WA 98104 



HARNESS YOURSELF WITH 

Troll's refined designs 
range from simple belts 
to sophisticated full body 
harnesses meeting all 
the needs of climbers, 
cavers, alpinists, and 
rescuers. 
The harnesses are 
constructed of superior 
webbings and buckles 
specifically designed for 
the functions they fulfill. 
Troll is truly the 
world's foremost creator 
of harnesses for climbers. 

STYLES: 

Mark 5 sit harness 
Whillan's climber's harness 
Whillan's caver's harness 
Europa chest harness 
Climber's & Caver's belts 
Klime-lite full harness 
Full body harness 

New: The MARK 5-the last word 
in comfort and versatility. 

Troll safety equipment is distributed 
in the United States exclusively by 

Dealers: For information, please contact us at the address at right. 

Climbers: Write us for the names of mountain shops in your 
area that carry Troll and other CLIMB HIGH equipment. 

CLIMB HIGH 
227 MAIN STREET 

BURLINGTON, VERMONT 05401 
(802) 864-4122 
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WILD 
counrRv 

mal<e great 

friends 
Town Head Works, Eyam, Nr. Sheffield, S30 1RD Tel : 0433-30091 

WHEN INTHE 
HIGHLAND CAPITAL 
VISIT 

Clive 
Rowland 
Outdoor Sports 
specialists in mountaineering, 
skiing, camping, 
back-packing + rambling 
equipment 

60 ACADEMY ST 
INVERNESS 
TEL 38746 

Climbing School 

The finest in U.S. and European equipment 
from Paul Ross, BIIIAughlon and Frank Simon 

U.S.Stoddstsof J.B.Hard Hats.Clog, 
Terrordactyls, Troll, Berghaus Pocks and 
Mt.Equipment. Catalogue 

Box494, Main st., NorthCooNay, 
NewHampshire, 03860 U.SA 
tel. 603.356.5287 

ONLY3LBS! 

BIBLIR'S 
IMPOTI 

TWO PERSON 
GORET 

ome 
-corded poles 

EASONABLY PRICED 
3416-21ST WEST #3 
Seattle, WA 98199 

SHEER 
OPTIMUSM! 

The new Optimus 323 is the first 
petrol stove to come onto the market 
for a while. Designed with the back
packer and mountaineer in mind its 
main features include: 

Wide base for greater stability 
(diameter 120mm) 

• Compact and lightweight (630gm) 
* Petrol operated , built-in pump 
* Adjustable flame control 
* Built-in fuel jet cleaning 
* Wind shield 

Wide pot support 
* Safety cap 

The stove boils one litre of water in 
only 4 minutes and with its 2 litre 
tank full can burn full flame for 45 
minutes. As well as the "Optimus 
323" we have good stocks of the fil 
and them B, the Optimum BR petro l 

~1Y~n8
~~ g~6n~h~~if~t~:~~n!_99 · 

I Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET, 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Tel: 23561 



'61x of the 'Best I 
Six exclusive sleeping bags! 
Here are six bags that have been designed and 
made solely for A lpine Sports by top manu
facturers. These bags all incorporate the best 
features. We have chosen a conventional mummy 
shape for all the bags with a cowl hood and a 
boxed foot construction . Al I the bags are cut to 
be comfortable even for tall climbers. Three of 
our bags have full length zips, a feature that is 
increasingly looked for because of the conven
ience and versatility that it provides. By zipping 
a left and right zip together one can very simply 
create a comfortable double bag. The zips are 
backed by a ful I baffle that prevents th is pot
ential cold spot. 

Strone bags. 
The Strone series are all made with man-made 
fibres, todays answer to the problems of our 
wet-cold climate. These materials at the same 
time give excellent value for money with exc 
eptional comfort and ruggedness. 

Alpine bags. 
The two Alpine bags are made with the more 
traditional down filling, a material that is still 
unequalled for its lightness and compactness. 

l Th!!~,~,~~Ho~~~~~~~' oe~ wacm. a 
combinati on that makes it an ideal emergency bag. Alpin1stes and 
Group leaders sh ould find this bag especially usefu l. 

Other features include - 100% cotton inner, cowl hood and stuff sac. 
Length: 89" Width: 30" Weight : 21b 9oz I 1.18kg) Use: 2 seasons. 

Special Price .... £29.95! 

3 Slrone Expedition 
A New all season bag made with a double quilting of 6oz Holl
ofil material; this bag has everything - the versatility of a full 
length zip , a reasonable weight and all year round warmth! 

Other features include :- Rip-stop nylon outer, cowl hood and stuff sac. 
Length: 89" Wid;h : 30" Weight: 31b 12oz (1.73kg) Use 4seasons 

Special Price .... £45.95! A pair for Only .... £89.95! 

6 D~~~~~o~ed ~~~g~<~ !~!~,ao, 
This exclusive bag with its 11b 8oz filling of new white duck 
down is a real 3 season bag that is also very compact and light. 

Other features include: - Slant wall baffles, cowl hood and stuff sac. 
Length: 89" Width: 30" Weight: 21b 10oz (1.21kg) Use: 3seasons 

Special Price ... . £59.95! 

• easdy com pa, ted 
• superior sohness 
• protective Aar rnth 
• reflu tta bil,ty 
and these additional pluses 
• 11ght "'eight 
• odou rless 
• non allergen,r • 
• " ashable 
• last dry,ng 

2 ~,!~~'~b~flll!~~~~~!~~h~fol 
length zip with its full backing baffle makes this bag comfort
able through -out the summer, it also allows two bags to be 

zipped together to form a spacious double bag. 

Other fl)atures include:- 100% cotton inner, cowl hood and stuff sac. 
Length: 89" Width: 30" Weight: 31b 7oz (1 .59kg) Use: 3 seasons. 

Special Price .... £35.95! A pair for Only .... £68.95! 

4 Slrone Inner 
T his inner bag made from washable pile-fibre material is des
igried to fit inside the other bags in th is range , it can improve 
a bags performance by a ful I season or more. T h is bag can 

also be used on its own in summer. 

Other features include: - Cowl hood with drawcord and a stuff sac. 
Length: 86" Width: 28" Weight: 11b 14oz 1.87kg) Use: 1 season 

Special Price ... .£17.95! 

Alpine Summil 
An exclusive to Alpine Sports, this Chinese made bag is filled 
with 21b of new grey duck down. T he f ull length zip, that 
makes this bag so versatile, is backed by a down filled baffle. 

T here is a collar inside the bag which helps retain va luable warm th. 

Other features include:- Slant wall baffles, Cowl hood and stuff sac. 
Length: 90" Width: 30" Weight: 31b 11 oz ( 1. 70kg) Use: 4 seasons 

Special Price .... £89.95! 

Shops at:- 10/12 Holborn, 
London EC1. 
Tel: 014045681 

138 Western Road, 
Brighton, Sussex. 
Tel : 0273 26874 

Mail Order :- Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to: Alpine Sports 
( Ho/born) Ltd., a nominal 95p P+P should be added to each order. 
We welcome Access and Barclaycard, simply quote your card number, 
or call us on: 01 404 5681 for immediate despatch. 
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Go 
anywhere 

gear 
We stock possibly the widest range of high quality 
equipment for climbers in Britain at extremely 
competitive prices. 

Famous brands we stock include: 

Ace, Atkinsons, Beaufort, 
Belstaff, Berghaus, Blacks, 
Boylan, Bukta, Bulldog, 
Camp Trails, Caravan, 
Chouinard, Clog, 
Dachstein, Daimor, Edelrid, 
Edelweiss, Galibier, G. & H., 
Grenfell, Hawkins, Helly 
Hansen, Henry Lloyd, Hiatt, 
Howarth, lnteralp, Janus, 
Javlin, Joanny, Jumar, 
Karrimor, Mammut, Mascot, 
Millet, Moac, 

Mountain, M.S.R., North 
Cape, North Wall , Oldham, 
Optimus, Peck, P. & 0 ., 
Point Five, Mountain House, 
Bia Band, Raven, Rohan, 
Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Seal Fur, Sigg, Silva, 
Simond, Snowdon, Solar, 
Sprayway, Springlow, 
Sticht, Stubai, Sunto, 
Tenson, Tilley, Trangia, 
Troll, Ultimate, Vango, 
Viking, Wild Water, Wilkie, 
Yakpak. 

SPECIAL OFFER - best buy in the UK. 
F & T 45m x 11 mm Kernmantel Rope. Holds 6 UIAA Falls. 
Prices (inc 15% VAT) £29.95 45m x 9mm £24.80. 
Send for our free mail order catalogue offering substantial 
reductions, or visit our shop, open Mon-F r i 9-5, Thurs . 4-1 
Sat 9-4 .30. Access and Barclaycard accepted. 

EXPORT & CONTRACT 
We have a special contract department for club, 
expedition and educational orders, and for a personal 
and direct export. 

Please send me:-

D Further details of Field & 
Treks own label equipment and full 

catalogue. 

D Details of Heron Optical (Our 
associate optical company.) 

D The Backpacker Gear Guide SOp 

ADDRESS ____________ _ 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

An Endangered Species 
There are not many climbers in the world : less than 0.2 percent of 

the population of the developed countries, less still elsewhere. 
There are not many areas in the world left where they can go 
climbing: Alaska may become the next area where climbers 
become extinct. It is up to climbers whether their species will 
continue to use this unique habitat: unlike the dodo, climbers can 
talk. 

"Alaska" to most means "McKinley". Besides that exceptional 
mountain massif, about 5,000,000 acres in size, there are many 
more mountains in the State of Alaska. Until now the McKinley 
National Park has been the only area in Alaska where access is 
officially regulated. If the 'S-9, Alaska Lands Bill' becomes law 
another 56,000,000 acres will be subject to access controls at the 
discretion of the National Park Service. The 'discretion of the NPS' 
has proved, in Yosemite, The Rockies and Rainier, to be very similar 
to the tact of a rhinoseros . And the smiles on the faces of the 
pleasant Rangers who explain that 'the Parl< Service is doing this to 
preserve the area for you' have invariably been the same as the 
smile on the face of the tiger; a prelude to being arbitrarily eaten. 
The real nature of 'NPS discretion' has been seen in Yosemite, 
where they tried to ban climbing on El Cap. 'Discrete' fines have 
been levied on climbers climbing in 'Non-climbing zones' 
elsewhere in the USA. An example of this last was printed in 
Climbing (re-printed in Games Climbers Play), and other examples 
that show the NPS does not know how 'registration' differs from 
'permission' have been printed here before (eq Mountain 64, 
Letters). It would not be an overstatement to describe the NPS and 
climbing relationship as 'government without the consent of the 
people' . There is no easy appeal from its decisions or redress for 
grievances caused by it: except through Federal legislation. 
Federal Legislation, as in the currently envisaged provisions of The 
Antiquities Act' (and the related S-9, Alaska Lands Bill) . This is an 
obvious increase in NPS power. What dire threat has caused this 
dire step to be taken? 

The purpose of President Carter's Antiquities Act is to preserve 
from development areas defined as 'National Monuments': 
admirable, laudable even. Only 7 per cent of the land involved is in 
the lower 48 States of the USA, 93 per cent is the Alaskan 
mountains. What such an area needs is protection from 
commercial and industrial development not people going 
climbing. Reference to the Alaskan oil pipeline project will serve to 
describe the US Government's normal behaviour when faced with 
commercial pressure: it lies on its back to have its wallet scratched. 
Alaska is rich in minerals, if the Antiquities Act preserves the 
mountains from the worst excesses of their exploitation it will be a 
good law. From outside it looks like just another part of the new 
'American Dream' - ecological living - but irrelevant to the big 
battalions; especially rich, industrial battalions, who hold the real 
power in the US. 

The larger issue is not really Mountain's to debate, our concern is 
with the effect on climbers who wish to climb. Here too the current 
legislation shows every sign of clobbering them whilst leaving the 
big commercial climbing and tourist businesses unnaffected. The 
body, the NPS, which would be responsible for preventing over
crowding has already shown its hand in Alaska in the Mount McKin
ley National Park. The highest mountain in North America' has long 
been publicised by the NPS itself. Its consequent visitor problems 
offer excellent testimony to the incompetence of the NPS. As a 
wilderness it is already ruined, we must be opposed to sacrificing 
any further Alaskan mountains in this manner. It is only fair to say 
that the NPS's problems are those of any large bureaucratic 
organisation: muddle, incompetence and mis-information rather 
than malice. It is equally only fair to quote Cervantes on officials : 
'God in heaven takes good care to punish the wicked and reward the 
good, and an honest man should not go out of his way to be another 
man's keeper.' If they do want to control access why do the NPS 
demand registration? It can hardly be out of curiosity. 

There are six specific points where the proposed NPS powers 
should be altered. 

( 1) Permits. In a letter from Robert Gerhard (See Letters) the 
McKinley NPS declare their wish to minimise registration and state 
that they cannot 'give or withhold permission to climb'. Good. They 

will not then object to having such powers written out of the new 
law. 'Freedom is nine tenths of the mountains', permits are 
objectionable to any climber. In all countries there has been a long 
tradition of free access to the hills. Additionally, increasing 
energy/ travel costs, the vastness of Alaska, sparse population, 
difficult access, severe weather, long dark winters, bears, 
mosquitoes, swamps, raging glacial rivers, lack of facilities, high 
cost of living, make official control on the number of climbers in 
Alaska about as necessary as crampons in the Sahara. 

(2) Aircraft. All the above reasons also serve as a limit to air 
traffic, no further control is needed for mountain areas. NPS 
personnel have already stated, however, that they intend to restrict 
landing areas. This will only create traffic jams and unsightly 
damage on the fewer available sites. To a great extent aircraft are 
the roads of Alaska: limits on their use in lower 48 National Parks 
may well be needed, but not in Alaska where they constitute the 
only realistic means of access. 

(3) Firearms. In Alaska bears eat people, regularly. Guns, carried 
in a way that allows their ready use, are a safety measure. The 
worthy attempts of the NPS to stop 'hunters' massacring wildlife 
would be made easier if they forgot about climbers and 
concentrated on the 'hunters' . Perhaps the NPS cannot tell 
'stalkers from nutters'. 

(4) Discretionary closure. Theoretically to protect the land from 
damage. In Alaska, with its short summer, a sixty day maximum 
period would be adequate. The circumstances and nature of any 
arbitrary powers must be far better defined than the vague terms of 
the current proposals. 

(5) Development. The only body able to 'develope' (build on) land 
in the Monuments areas without prior permission would be the 
NPS. They propose 'developments' at crucial sites to provide 
'better visitor amenities' . This has already meant overcrowding in 
McKinley Park where the Park Centre is the most overpopulated 
part. Another example is an l')IPS plan for a 'six berth float plane 
mooring facility' at pristine alpine lakes in the Gates of the Arctic 
Nationa-1 Monument. Like all large public sector bodies the NPS 
tries to bolster its budget by creating need for its services, and 
overstating the need for buildings is a typical ploy. Neither climbers 
nor visitors need more Park centres : the NPS should have to jump 
the same planning hurdles as anyone else. 

(6) Popularisation. here again the NPS has already created and 
perpetuated a problem that it can then claim to regulate. In the past 
they have advertised the beauties of their Parks in order to 'inform 
the people of their national heritage'. The result is an influx of 
tourists, access controls for whom are then applied to climbers. 
More recently the NPS has flagrantly discriminated against 
individual climbers by not granting individuals guide permits. It has 
granted them only to big organisations who are administratively 
easier to deal with. At least one of these big firms, REI Adventure 
Travel, has already been criticised in its home state of Washington 
for the impact of its mass number, guided wilderness trips. 
Elsewhere in this issue is an article on the Kichatna Spires, it wil I 
serve as an example of the untapped climbing potential of Alaska. 
There is high quality climbing, it is remote, but one large guided 
party could easily fill the area and justify, to the NPS, preventing 
small climbing groups going in. 

There is only one good thing about all this. It is not too late for 
protest to have effect. The Alaskan Alpine Club has tabled amend
ments to the effect of the six points made here. By sending the 
postcard included with this issue sufficient pressure could be 
brought to force the necessary changes. As they presently stand 
the new laws are against the interest of climbing and of Alaska. 
Even though the NPS is more like Yogi Bear than The Ranger, 
judged by its track record, it is essential that its role in administra
ting mountains is made clear, and limited. It would be ironic if the 
mountains of the USA became the most highly restricted in the 
world; worse still if such restrictions were administered by the 
arbitrary, capricious and incompetent NPS. 

But the supreme irony is that the law which would take away the 
freedom to climb is intended to have the honourable object of 
preserving the mountains unspoilt. Protest now, wherever you are, 
this is too silly to let pass. 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

K2: 
That 
ManAgain 
KARAKORAM 

K2 (28,250ft) 
Reinhold Messner and 
Michael Dacher climbed the 
Abruzzi Spur Route, without 
oxygen, on 12th July. The 
expedition was delayed 3 
weeks waiting for a flight to 
Skardu. During the walk in the 
lady doctor, Ursula, who had 
accompanied Messner to 
Nanga Parbat on his solo 
climb, fell and broke a leg. 
Messner carried her to Askole 
where she was helicoptered 
to hospital. Then, whilst still 
ferrying loads to the site of 
the British 1978 Base Camp, 
a porter was killed in a 
crevasse. These factors, plus 
the limited time available 
before the arrival of the 
French West Ridge team, 
caused a change of plans and 
the attempt to climb the West 
Ridge was called off and the 
decision made to attempt the 
Abruzzi Spur. 
Three bivvy camps were 
established and ropes fixed 
on the most difficult section 
up to 24,000ft but bad 
weather forced a retreat . On 
10th July Messner and the 45 
year old Dacher returned to 
the high point with only a 
small tent and food. On the 
11th they climbed to 
26,000ft where they camped 
before completing the ascent 
and descending to 24,000ft 
the next day. 
Messner describes the ascent 
as "semi-alpine style" in view 
of the safety ropes fixed 
during the earlier attempt 
when it was thought that all 
six members of the team 
would climb to the summit 
and that such precautions 
were essential in the absence 
of a doctor. No ropes were 
fixed on the final stage of the 
climb. 
Messner has now climbed 
three 8,000m peaks without 
oxygen (Everest, Nanga 
Parbat, K2) and his 
companion Dacher two 
(Lhotse and K2). 

Rakaposhi (25,547ft) 
The Polish/Pakistani armed 
forces Rakaposhi expedition 
(leader: captain M. Sher Khan) 
consisted of 6 Pakistani and 7 
Polish climbers (leader of the 
Polish party: Ryszard 
Kowalewski). The initial object 
was the North pillar, but that 
permission was given to a 
Japanese expedition. So the 
Polish/Pakistani expedition 
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attacked the also unclimbed 
North West ridge, tried in 
1964 by an Irish team to 
20,000ft. 
Starting from a Base Camp on 
the Biro Glacier the climbers 
established 4 camps in order 
to climb the highly technical 
ice and rock ridge including 
no less than 4 major rock 
towers before descending at 
about 21,300ft to traverse the 
Great Plateau and gain the 
South West ridge. A final 
camp was made at 23,300ft. 
The first 'final push' was on 
July 1 by Ryszard Kowalewski, 
Tadeusz Piotrowski and the 
Pakistani M . Sher Khan: After 
10 hours of climbing, they 
reached the summit at 6 p.m. 
The second summit team 
followed on July 2, 
comprising 3 Poles : Andrzej 
Bielun, Jacek Gronczewski 
and Jerzy Tillak. Finally, on 
July 5 Anna Czerwinska and 
Krystyna Palmowska made the 
third summit push, the first 
female. Not assisted by the 
men (the nearest team was in 
camp II), they went despite 
high wind and blowing snow 
and gained the summit at 
2-3.30 p.m. - individually: 
because of the extreme cold 
the first girl gave up the idea 
of waiting on the top for the 
second one. 
A fine effort! The second 
(third and fourth) overall 
ascent of the peak, via a new 
difficult route, and the first 
female ascent. The ascent by 
Anna Czerwinska and 
Krystyna Palmowska is the 
second highest climb made 
by a women's party in the 
world (the first was 
Gasherbrum 11, (26,357ft) in 
1975 by Halina Krueger and 
Anna Okopinska). 

Baintha Brakk (Ogre) -
Latok Group 
Japanese expeditions were 
successful in climbing Latok 3 

Above: K2, West Ridge on left, 
Abruzzi Spur right. Photo: Tasker. 
Right: Polish route, Rakaposhi. 
Below: Peak 29 climbers Macrej 
Pawlikowski (left) Richard Gajew
ski. Bottom: Rakaposhi climbers 
Anna Czerwinska (left) and Krys
tyna Palmowska. Photos: Nyka. 

J.N, 



(1st ascent) and Latok 1 by a 
new route. Both climbs were 
made from the Baintha Lukpa 
glacier. 
On Point 6960 (22,835ft). 
Roland Perriment, Chris Gilley, 
John Bennison (UK) and Pete 
Boyeau failed to climb either 
the North West ridge (storms 
at 20, 500ft) or the South 
West Ridge (20,000ft). 
Perriment, the leader, was 
helicoptered out with 
hepatitis and the attempts 
abandoned. 

Paiju: North Summit 
(22, 160ft) 
Geoff Childs, Will Miller (US). 
Mike Goff, Ian Wade (GB) 
climbed the South west face 
to gain the West Ridge at 
21,000ft. This gave exciting 
climbing to the summit. The 
ascent took five days with two 
hanging bivouacs. 

Uli Biaho (20,500ft) 
In June John Roskelly, Bill 
Forrest, Kim Schmitz and Ron 
Kauk climbed the East Face in 
10 days of continuous big
wall style climbing. A really 
impressive effort. 

Other Expeditions 
A Pakistani Army Expedition 
climbed Haramosh (24,270ft) . 
On the descent the leader was 
killed and two members 
injured in an avalanche. 
Gasherbrum II (26,360ft) was 
climbed in early June by a 
Chilean Expedition. Skiang 
Kangri(24, 750ft) was 
climbed in July by a Japanese 
Expedition which spent three 
months traversing the biggest 
Karakoram glaciers. 

HINDU RAJ 
Ian Tattersall and Jim 
Fotheringham made the first 
ascent of Peak 6206 
(20,360ft) between Thui 1 
and Thui 2 via the South Face. 
The 5,000ft climb took three 
days up and two down with 
difficulties up to Scottish 
Grade 4 on ice and mixed 
ground. 

NEPAL 

Peak 29 (25, 705ft) 
Full details of what appears to 
have been a particularly 
difficult climb, and the 1st 
ascent by the North West Face 
are now available. 
The Polish team led by 
Ryszard Szafirski with M 
Berbeka, R Gajewski, Lech 
Korniszewski (doctor), P 
Maliniak and J Pawlikowski 
initially tried the centre of the 
West Face but gave up 
because of great avalanche 
danger. They then repeated 
the rognon of the Thulagi 
glacier, climbed by the 1972 
Austrian team, finding the 
1750ft buttress to be V + ,A2. 
The Austrians went left to 
climb Manaslu but the Poles 
moved right to climb the 
North West Face of Peak 29. 
(Mountain 43, p37.) Bad 
weather forced them to 

retreat from the continuing 
difficulties. Berbeka was 
frostbitten in the feet. 
On May 7th Ryzard Gajewski 
and Macrej Pawlikowski left 
camp 3 at 24,600ft to climb 
the 300ft rock buttress above. 
After this they traversed ice 
fields above to gain the 
summit ridge. A final 100ft 
high Grade 5 rock step led 
them directly to the summit. 
They descended safely. In all 
they fixed some 5,000ft of 
rope, mostly in the very 
difficult lower and upper 
section of the climb which 
was sustained right to the last 
pitch. 
The summit pair found no 
trace of Hiroshi Watanabe 
and Lhakpa Tsering at the 
highest, main peak. Other 
observations force them to 
the conclusion that the pair 
had not reached the summit 
as indicated in Mountain 43. 
Once again it seems fair to say 
the the only certain 
conquerors of a summit are 
the first climbers who come 
back alive, by which token the 
Poles made the first ascent. 

GARWHAL 

Thelay Sagar (22,650ft) 
Roy Kligfield, John Thackray, 
Pete Thexton and Jon 
Waterman made the first 
ascent of this peak in alpine 
style in June. The climb was 
of good quality on mixed 
ground. The 8 day ascent was 
by the North West Couloir and 
West ridge with the descent 
between The/ay and Jogin. 
This area, immediately to the 
west of Shivling, has been off 
west of Shivling, has been off 
bounds because it was within 
the 'inner line' near the 
Tibetan border until this year. 
A Canadian expedition 
attempted Srikanta this year 
and with several other good 
peaks in the Bhagirathi Valley 
and Gangotri glacier area this 
new area deserves more 
attention. 

UTTAR PRADESH 

Kalabaland Glacier 
An Indian expedition led by 
Harish Kapadia made several 
ascents in this area which lies 
to the east of the Milam 
Glacier and just west of the 
Darma Valley and Nepal. 
The most notable climb was 
Chiring We which was 
climbed from the col between 
it and Bamba Dhura and then 
via the North Face and West 
ridge. The party also climbed 
Bamba Dhura, Kalabaland 
Dhura and Peak 5928. The 
successful team on Ch iring 
We was Zerksis Boga, Lakhpa 
Tsering, Nayankumar Katira 
and Kami Tsering, the average 
angle of the snow/ ice slope 
was about 60 degrees (see 
photo) . 
Again, this is a relatively 
unknown area which seems to 
offer good climbing. 
Correspondents: Messner, 
Nyka, Cieplinska, Thexton, 
Kapadia. 

PATAGONIA 

Fitzroy, North Pillar is right skyline, tent site marked. 

Fitzroy Solo: 
Cerro Torre 11/2 Days 
PATAGONIA 

Fitzroy Group 
In Mountain 66 a report 
appeared concerning Renato 
Casarotto's solo ascent of 
Fitzroy. It was wrong. He did 
not repeat the French Route 
but soloed the 1st ascent of 
the often tried North Pillar, or 
'Ear', a magnificent feat of 
climbing. 
On January 1st Casarotto set 
out from an ice cave at the 
Passo Superiore and climbed 
the 1,000ft couloir between 
the North Pillar and The Punta 
Val de/ Biois to establish a 
small bivvy tent on the col 
(7, 7 50ft). The couloir gave 
ice, snow and rock difficulties 
up to Alpine grade 4 + . 
During the next three days, 
climbing solo and using his 
own system of 'dynamic auto
reassurance' he climbed a 
series of cracks, chimneys 
and grooves starting some 
1 50ft horizontally from the 
col. (Grade 5 and 6). At the 
top of these a large snow 
covered terrace led 1 50ft left 
from the crest of the spur to 
further cracks and chimneys. 
Above he followed a diedre 

for about 400ft before 
another 700ft crack system 
led back to the crest of the 
spur which was followed to 
the summit of the Pillar 
(9,678ft) . 
At this point storms enforced 
a retreat and a ten day wait in 
Base Camp. 
Casarotto returned to the 
bivvy tent on 17th January. 
The following day he 
rec limbed the pillar and then 
started on the headwall. 
Cracks and chimneys led up 
the first 1, 1 00ft of heavily 
verglassed and encrusted 
rock, then ice and neve filled 
grooves led up through 300ft 
of rock steps to the summit 
(11,073ft) which he reached 
at 4 .30 pm January 19th. The 
difficulties of the headwall 
were grade 6 and A2. Descent 
was by the same route. He left 
ten pitons in during the 
descent, but removed all but 
one or two of those used for 
the climb. 
Casarotto comments that, "In 
ten years of climbing I have 
not been on a wall which had 
such a combination of 
extreme technical difficulty 
and highly dramatic weather 
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Near the summit on Fitzroy North Pillar. Photo: Casarotto. 

and surroundings." In honour 
of his wife, the only support 
team he had, he has 
provisionally named the pillar 
the Pilastro Goretta. 

Steve Brewer has sent these 
details of the remarkable 
ascent of Cerro Torre made by 
him and Jim Bridwell on 

January 3/ 4/5, 1978. The 
audacity of the pair of chance 
acquaintances in failing to be 
overawed by the reputation of 
the Torre should be borne in 
mind when reading the 
following account. The 
audacity is matched by the 
logic with which the pair 
applied their technique to 

reduce to an alpine time scale 
an ascent previously rated as 
an expedition : Maestri took 
54 days. 
"I am writing regarding the 
write-up of our climb of Cerro 
Torre in the March/ April issue 
of Mountain (No 66). You're 
right, we did repeat the 
Maestri bolt line alpine style. 
Except we didn't find the huge 
number of bolts you described 
in Mountain 23. Instead, we 
found five or six clusters of 
hardware. Clogs, pitons, 
rurps, cliff-hangers, ice 
screws, even Clog ascenders, 
and carabiners - so many 
carabiners we couldn't use 
them all. Shredded ropes 
trailed from the anchors -
also presumably left by the 
Anglo/ Swiss group in 72'. 
Albeit, we did use Maestri's 
bolts, but they comprised less 
than one quarter of the 4700 
foot route (less than some El 
Cap routes). The 300' 
traversing bolt ladder would 
be difficult to by-pass (some 
have tried) , and most of the 
600' headwall would be 
impossible to nail by me - or 
Jim who is much better on aid 

than I. The compressor was 
very bad, especially on a 
mountain as beautiful and 
remote as Cerro Torre. 
Maestri admits to its impracti
cability, and regrets using it. 
We climbed alpine style, and 
reached the summit after 1 ½ 
days of climbing, and 
only ten days in Patagonia (fo r 
me). Surprisingly, Jim and I 
were only chance acquain 
tances - his original group 
deserted him. The climbing 
proved to be very stimulating 
with pitches of steep ice and 
5.9 cracks. We climbed 
simultaneously over much of 
it . On the upper headwall we 
found the compressor and 
Maestri ' s bolts (some of them 
chopped). Jim led the final 
headwall pitch using rurps, 
tied -off horizontals, cliff 
hangers and rivets. I led up 
the mushroom, wh ich wasn 't 
especially difficult. On the 
descent Jim fell 1 OOfeet and 
broke two ribs. And so we left 
Patagonia a little humbled, 
and respectful of anyone who 
has even attempted the 
Torre ." 

, 
THE ANDES i 

Rescue Danger 
The ascents listed below are 
far from all that were made 
this year, more details will be 
published as they become 
available. 
The number of foreign 
alpinists visiting Peru has 
increased dramatically over 
the last few years. Huaraz now 
seems to justify its title of the 
'Chamonix of the Andes' , in 
both terms of numbers of 
climbers and unfortunately 
number of accidents as wel l. 
In June a young Austrian girl 
climber was seriously injured 
in the Alpamayo region and 
her companions went to get a 
helicopter. The only 
helicopters suitable for rescue 
are owned by the military and 
it took five days of bureacratic 
wrangling to free one for the 
rescue. By this time the girl 
was dead. Subsequently the 
Austrian Embassy complained 
to the Peruvians about their 
role in the affair. Th is created 
a storm of largely uninformed 
comment in the popular 
press. As the scenario is likely 
to be re-enacted many more 
times in the future this matter 
should be considered 
seriously. Its implications are 
far reaching , especially as the 
self-contained large 
expeditions of the past die out 
giving way to small and often 
relatively inexperienced teams 
who cannot rescue each 
other. The number of 
accidents in Peru will certainly 
increase as larger numbers of 
climbers arrive. 
The obvious moral to this tale 
is that visiting climbers 
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should realise that rescue 
facilities are virtually non
existent ; also that medical 
care is expensive and offered 
on a 'cash before treatment' 
basis. 

CORDILLERA BLANCA . 

Caras 1 (19. 767ft) 
Nigel Helliwell and Albi Sole 
climbed the South Face. The 
steep snow and ice face was 
topped by six hard mixed 
pitches climbed in nearly 
constant spindrift. 

Artesanraju (19, 767ft) 
Sole and Canadian Greg 
Spohr climbed a new line on 
the South West Face. The 
steep snow and ice face, with 
serac pitches at 18,500ft, 
was climbed and descended 
in a day. 

Pyramide ( 19,307ft) 
Dick Renshaw and Dave 
Wilkinson climbed the South 
Face. They found the climbing 
good,butharderthan 
expected. 

Ranrapallka (20,216ft) 
Alex MacIntyre and John 
Porter climbed the 'good but 
rather dangerous' South West 
Face. They recommend the 
West Ridge as a safe descent. 

Aguja Nevada 111 
(19,250ft) 
MacIntyre and Porter made 
the first ascent of this peak via 
the South West Face. 

Nevado Yerupaja 
Patrick Vallencant skied down 
the West Face from a col 
between the main and south 
summits. (c 21,300ft) . 

Huandoy Oeste (20,853ft) 
Steve Brewer (US) Lucho 
Felipa and Americo Tordoya 
(Peru) climbed a new route up 
the centre of the headwall 
below The Plateau - snow and 
ice up to 70 degrees steep -
in late 1978. 

Chacraraju Este (19,688ft) 
Brewer, Mark Whitton and 
Mark Riche climbed a line to 
the left of the Jaeger Route, 
South Face. Entirely on ice, up 
to 60 degrees steep, there is 
some spectacular ridge 
climbing to finish . This was 
also done in late 1978. 

CORDILLERA HUAYHUASH 

Ninashanka 
Brian Hall and Alan Rouse 
climbed the West Ridge in 20 
hours. Alpine grade of ED, 
with excit ing mixed climbing 
and deep snow. 

Tsacra Grande Oeste 
Hall and Rouse, with Nicholas 
Jaeger made the first ascent 
of the peak via the West Face. 
Alpine grade TD. 

Trapecio 
The South-west Ridge was 
climbed, alpine style, by Hall, 
Jaeger and Rouse to claim the 
second ascent of the peak. 
Descent was by the North 
face. 

Alpamayo (19,510ft) 
Yugoslavs Torno Cesen, 
Matzaj Dolenc, Peter Markie 
and Zarko Trusnovec climbed 
a new line on theSouth-east 
Face, June 4 / 5. The climb was 
on "very bad ice and rock" up 
to 80 degrees steep but 
most ly 65-70. They 
bivouaced just below the 
summit descending the next 
day. Other members of the 
Yugoslav team climbed the 
North ridge and both parties 
descended the South-west 
face by a new line. Later Pavle 
Oman, Milan Rebula and 
Drago Segregur climbed the 
South West Face, Italian Route 
in 4 hours, June 7. 

Kitaraju (19,816ft) 
Ten Yugoslav climbers 
climbed the North Face, June 
6th. Among them Marija 
Percic, one of two sisters on 
the trip and the first woman to 
the summit. 
Luka Karnicar and Matej 
Kranjc skied down the North 
Face on the descent. 

EQUADOR 

Chimborazo (20,561 ft) 
John D' Arey soloed the 
original Whymper route in 
Juneandreportsthat 
dramatic changes in the snow 
cover mean the climb now has 
much steep climbing and 
problematical seracs above 
the arete. 
Correspondents: Rouse, Spohr, 
Savenc, Brewer. 



UNITED STATES 

El Cap Done Free 
YOSEMITE 
Big Walls 
In an amazing ascent 
Ray Jardine and Bill Price 
managed in May to free climb 
West Face Route, El Capitan. 
They worked on the first 
pitches in the expectation that 
the seventh pitch would be 
the crux. "But it went at a 
reasonable 5.11 ," was the 
'pleasant surprise' for Jardine. 
Whilst making the complete 
ascent later, after leaving the 
first two pitches only fixed, 
they found three pitches of 
5.11 in two days of climbing. 
The climb was originally done 
by Royal Robbins and TM 
Herbert in 1967 and was 
graded V1 ,5.9,A4. The 
2,000ft route is now the first 
all-free way to climb El 
Capitan and thus represents a 
land mark in the history of 
Yosemite climbing. 
There was an incredible 
coincidence this spring in the 
Valley - Both El Cap & Half 
Dome were free climbed 
during the same week! 
Leonard Coyne, with Dennis 
Jackson & Doug Lorrimer, 
made the first all-free ascent 
of the classic "North-West 
Face of Half Dome" (VI 5.1 2), 
America's first Grade VI climb, 
between May 21 and 23rd. 
Coyne was the only member 
of the party to accomplish a 
free ascent of the entire route, 
and led each of the 5 pitches 
of 5.11 . Since several of these 
pitches border on 5.12 
difficulty, Coyne feels the 
route deserves an over-all 
grade of 5.12. After their 
ascent, which was Coyne's 

third trip up the climb, he 
emphasized, "While our 
ascent was technically the 
first time the route had been 
done completely free, Jim 
Erickson and Art Higbee's 
ascent was equally, or in fact, 
a greater achievement. They 
were the ones who really 
opened everyone's eyes ... " 

Free Climbs 
Three recent crack climbs 
have become established, 
modern classics. Near Happy 
Isles, David Yerian, Bruce 
Morris, Matt Muchnick, and 
Malcolm B. Jolly completed 
Dark Shadows, (5 .1 Ob), an 
unusual route that combines 
chimney, jamming, and face
climbing techniques. Over on 
the Milk Dud, Steve Cerrada 
and Morris liebacked a 90" 
overhanging finger crack to 
produce Synapse Collapse, 
(5.1 Oc). Later, on the wall 
behind the Apron Parking Lot, 
Chris Cantwell and Morris 
also put up The Lean Years, 
(5 .11 a), an ultra-thin tips 
problem. 

SIERRA NEVADA 

One of the hardest free climbs 
yet done in the area is the 
Grand Illusion. Tony Yaniro led 
the awesome 40ft. Roof crack 
splitting the summit cap of 
the third pitch of Fracture on 
the Sugarloaf near Lake 
Tahoe. The first 20ft of the 
finger crack of 5.9 was 
followed by 5.11 and 5.12 
climbing to a very strenuous 
'lip encounter.' 
Sugar Loaf has had the 
greatest concentration of new 

Tony Yanira on the last third of Grand 11/usion 1st ascent. Photo: 
Dario Gambetta. ' 

fine climbs. The most active 
climbers in the area in the 
past two years were Max 
Jones and Mark Hudon . 
Per-haps the most noteworthy 
of their ascents were their 
first free ascents of Hookers 
Haven and Captain Fingers 
(both 5.1 2) . Both contain 
some of the best climbing in 
the Tahoe area. Captain 
Fingers involves a sustained 
very th in fingertip layback 
leading to a tricky leaning 
layback of a tiny dihedral. The 
pair also free climbed Taurus 
(5 .11) and the first pitch of 
Fracture. Both are also high 
quality climbs. 
At lovers leap the impressive 
double roof system on Dear 
John Buttress was climbed by 
Tony Yaniro and Dario 
Gambetta. At firm 5.11, the 
route involves a fine finger 
crack leading to (on the next 
pitch) a fist to off-width 
crack running through both 
roofs (also 5.11 ). It is called 
God of Thunder. 

TAHQUITZ/ SUICIDE 

There has been a spate of free 
soloing this summer with 
many hard routes (5.10 and 
up) being third -classed . Of 
particular note was John 
Long's free solo of Insomnia 
(5.11 ). 
Previously unreported is Eric 
Ericson's fine 1978 route 
Disco Jesus (5 .11) which 
involves two very steep and 
thin 5.11 face pitches en the 
South Face of Suicide Rock. 
Early this season Kevin Powell 
and Darrel Hensel, in a fine 
effort, freed the first pitch of 
Knocking on Heaven's Door, 
also on the South Face. 
But they were repulsed by the 
last pitch, which they gave 
slim chance of being freed. 
The first pitch, which 
previously involved an A3 
expanding knife blade arch 

now sports 5.11 + face 
climbing in a rather 'runout' 
position. The difficulty in 
placing protection led to the 
taking of several 30 foot 
swinging falls . 
On Tahquitz Zeno 's Paradox 
has had a second ascent, 
which confirmed it's quality 
and difficulty. Randal 
Grandstaff and Randall Vogel 
added a new two pitch crack 
climb on the Lower Maiden 
buttress called Looking 
Backwards (5.10 b or c) . 

JOSHUA TREE 

Leave it to Beaver (5.12 - ), 
had it s first lead by John 
Bachar. This and many other 
fine climbs including a free 
solo of Hot Rocks 5.11 (also 
by Bachar) were filmed by 
Dean Fidel man and are 
featured in a short climbing 
film. Visiting Norwegian 
climber "Hot" Dag Kolsrud 
racked up a few firsts 
including : Death Wish 
(5 .11 +).a 25 foot ceiling 
problem; and with Rick 
Henman added Risind Tide 
(5.1 Od/5.11) a continuous 
face climb near Barker Dam. 
Chuck Cole and others added 
a fine face route left of 
Tumbling Rainbow called Run 
For Your Life (5 .1 Ob); while to 
the right of Tumbling Rainbow 
John Bachar, Kevin Powell 
and Mari Gingery free climbed 
Rainy Day Dream Away 
(previously A3) at 5.11 - . 
This follows an exposed arete 
and involves tricky 
overhanging face moves. 
Figure on a Landscape (5.1 Ob, 
mistakenly called Monkey on 
my Back in the new guide) on 
the North Astra LJome 1s 
particularly worth of mention, 
and on the South Astra Dome, 
Such a Savage has had 
second and third ascents 
which praise its high quality 
but give it a more modest 
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rating of 5.11a (not 5.11c or 
d). 
It should be noted that over a 
hundred new routes were 
done in Joshua Tree last 
season and this is only a small 
representation of the better 
routes. 

COLORADO 

Black Canyon 
On North Chasm View Wall, 
Bryan Becker and Ed Webster 
made the first ascent of 
Highway 61 Revisted ( IV 
5.1 0 +). an all-free bypass to 
the original Dylan Wall route. 
route. 

Rocky Mountain National 
Park 
Climbing activity at Rocky 
Mountain National Park 
continues to suffer as a result 
of no guide book. For nearly 
two years now Walter Fricke's 
climbers guide has been out 
of print and many climbers are 
hesitant to visit the area. This 
coupled with heavy winter 
snows which have lasted well 
into the month of June and 
the Fuel scare have resulted in 
low visitation in general. 
The local guide service which 
has been collecting new route 
descriptions for the past 

ALASKA/YUKON 

several years have given the 
notes to local climbers Scott 
Kimball and Chip Salaun, who 
have completed a new 
climbers guide to the sub
alpine regions like Lumpy 
Ridge. This book should be 
available early this fall. A 
guide to the mountains 
however is still a long way 
away. By the summer of 
1980, postcard photos of the 
peaks with the routes drawn 
on will be ready but it is unlikely 
an actual guide to the moun
tains will be available until the 
summer of 1981 . Most of tl-:e 
activity this summer has 
been concentrated on 
Lumpy Ridge. Many new and 
difficult routes have been put 
up by local and Boulder 
climbers . The area has also 
received a high visitation of 
British, European, and 
Australian climbers. 
In early June Jeff Lowe and 
Charlie Fowler solved an 
interesting problem created 
by the first climbers guide 
which described the route Mr. 
President on Sundance as a 
moderately difficult free 
climb. Subsequent parties 
attempting the climb were 
unable to get much beyond 
the first 1 ½ pitches where the, 
crack somewhat ends. The 
first ascent by Layton Kor and 

Mount Logan. SSW Buttress route (left), Hummingbird ridge (centre) 
Photo: Bradford Washburn. 

ST ELIAS RANGE 

Mt Logan (19,500ft) 

The much tried South South 
West Buttress was climbed by 
Al Burgess, Jim Elzinga, John 
Laugh Ian and Ray Jotterand. 
The photograph indicates the 
line taken and the 
approximate positions of the 
12 bivouacs. Al Burgess 
reports: 
"The 10,000ft climb took 12 
nights on the face. The route 
was not technically extreme, 
but deep Peruvian type snow 
on ice took time to climb. The 
route effectively finishes at 
17 ,OOOft on a snow plateau 
on the left. The two routes 
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marked at the top are where 
Ray Jotterand and I went left 
(actually straight up to the 
ridge) and John Laugh Ian and 
Jim Elzinga went right. The 
last 2,000ft is actually not 
much more than walking. We 
went left because Ray felt the 
height, but then he got better 
higher up which enabled us to 
reach the top on the same 
day, June 30th. Elzinga and 
Laugh Ian found their way a 
long day so they camped and 
went to the top the next day. 
We all descended the normal 
route. 
The weather was bloody foul 
for most of the way up, but we 
only had 1 2 days food so we 
had to keep climbing." 

Steve Komito negotiated the 
second pitch on aid which the 
guide book failed to 
recognize. Lowe and Fowler 
completed the second pitch 
free at 5. 11 . 
Scott Kimball and Australian 
Greg Childs completed a new 
route on the East side of 
Sundance with 2 pitches of 
5.9 + . The route, Lickens To 
Lick negotiates a large roof 
just right of a prominent 
chimney near the prow and 
right of the Dalke/Covington 
route . 
Kimball and Bill Wylie did a 
new route on the Bookmark 
left of a route called Star Trek. 
The climb, Romulan Territory 
has 3 pitches with the 2nd at 
5.10 and the 3rd at 5.9. 
Kimball and Nancy Heron 
climbed a new 2 pitch climb 
on the Checkerboard calling it 
Rainy Day Women, (5.10). 
Also on the Checkerboard, 
Kimball and Salaun did a new 
route which they described as 
"bizarre" and named Fallen 
Shark, (5 .9 + ). 
On the Pear, Kimball and Carl 
Harrison climbed a very 
difficult section of the roof 
just right of the route Whole 
Thing, called Fat Bottom 
Grove, (5 .10 + ). 
Harrison and Chip Salaun 
established a new route on 

THE ALPS 

MONT BLANC 

Solo climbs 
There has been a new burst of 
high standard solo climbing . 
Most notable practitioner is 
Patrick Berhault, a young 
southern French climber, who 
soloed the Super Cou/oir, 
Mont Blanc de Tacul (also 
soloed by the Pyrenean guide 
Dominique Julien). the Dru 
Couloir, the North Face of the 
Droites (also soloed by Tim 
leach, UK) and the 
Charpentier route on the 
Charmoz. He later returned to 
the Charpentier and down 
climbed it, with a companion. 
Andy Hyslop (UK) made the 
third overall and first solo 
ascent of the Japanese Route 
on the Grand Pi/ierd'Angle in 
4 hours. Robin Miller (UK) 
soloed the Swiss Route on Les 
Courtes and the Char/et/ 
P/atonov on the Nant Blanc 
Face of the Ve rte. 
The weather and conditions in 
July were the best for some 
years, as the number of solo 
climbs hints, and most of the 
classic routes were repeated 
frequently. The Walker Spur, 
Cornau/Davaille Droites North 
Face, Central Pillar of Freney 
and the West Face of the 
Petites Jorasses, for example, 
were all climbed by more than 
thirty parties each during July. 
A full report on new climbs 
will be published after the end 
of the season. 

the Bookend between the 
chimneys of Pinch and Sicilian 
Defence. The route was called 
Corinthian Column and 
involved 4 pitches of 5 .9 and 
one of 5.8. 
Billy Westbay and Doug 
Snively put up a new route on 
the Book left of Ysis with one 
pitch of 5.1 0, called Rameses. 
Another route by Westbay 
and Snively in 78 and right of 
Columns Arch, Close 
Encounters, (5.10 +) has 
received a good bit of 
attention this season. Also on 
the Book and right of 
Perelandra in the prominent 
corner is a new route by Alec 
Sharp and John Clever. They 
called the route Howling At 
The Wind, (5 .11 ). 
Near to where the Devils 
Gulch road descended to Glen 
Haven is a small but 
interesting formation called 
Alligator Rock. Two new 
routes have been added here. 
One by Snively and Westbay 
at 5.10 +, Head Over Heels is 
one pitch of steep hand crack 
and lie backing. Kimball and 
Wylie put up Possum Hand 
(5.10) via a jam crack through 
a large ceiling. 
Correspondents: Covington, 
Gambetta, Jardine, Vogel, 
Webster. 

DOLOMITES 

Marmalade; South Face 
The classic Vinatzer Route on 
the South Face was free 
climbed by Alexis and Gerard 
Long and Gaetano and 
Romain Vogler. The 
difficulties were alpine grade 
5 + and 6 on excellent rock. 

Cima Grande di Lavaredo 
The Long/Vogler team 
climbed the Brandler/Hasse in 
less than seven hours. They 
also climbed the Comici/Dimai 
with only three points of aid, 
"this because of icicles on the 
rope at the Comici traverse". 

Tofana Di Rozes 
In July this year George Hurley 
and Bob Culp made the first 
ascent of a new line on the 3rd 
Spigolo of the Tofana Di Razes. 
The route begins to the right 
of the standard route. It starts 
in the centre of the buttress 
and follows obvious cracks 
and chimneys in the lower 
section. It continues directly 
up the easier middle section 
to the broken area 2/3 of the 
way up. From there, the 
overhanging diedre formed 
by the right side of the 
buttress meeting the main 
wall was climbed. This section 
offers challenging and 
consistently interesting 
climbing although the rock is 
pretty loose. Grade 6, 2,000': 
a good climb, and to be 
recommended. 



BRITISH ISLES 

North 
Irish 
Climbs 
IRELAND 

The Mournes 
Several important, hard new 
climbs have been done this 
year. These latest routes are 
significant additions to the 
Mourne area, which has 
always had its anachronistic 
approach to climbing. Paddy 
O'Leary's comments on 
Mourne standards are worth 
recalling: writing a brief 
summary on Irish rock 
climbing for "Rocksport" ten 
years ago O'Leary stated, 
"Mourne climbing ... .. had led 
to the development of 
gradings which had no 
relation to the real worth of 
the climbs. V.Diffs were quite 
often graded Severe or 
harder, and climbs that 
liould have been tackled free 
,ere sometimes pegged." 

Lassara Groove has proved to 
be a case in point. It is to be 
hoped that recent activity by 
visitors will not be seen as 
usurpation, but as providing 
a fillip to the activities of a few 
Northern climbers, who by 
their own individual efforts 
are doing their best to raise 
standards. 
Last year's controversy over 
Mick Curran's claimed first 
ascent of a major new route 
on Eagle Mountain - Lassara 
Groove (HS) - continues to 
simmer on following the 
recently published description 
in the Federation of 
Mountaineering Clubs of 
Ireland annual bulletin of 
"New Climbs". 
In a long diatribe at the time in 
the IMC hut logbook Curran's 
second had dissociated 
himself from the whole 
episode, alleging that Curran 
had used unnecessary aid and 
had avoided the crux corner 
by scrambling up the omni
present Irish grass and had 
subsequently crafted his route 
description to gloss over 
these facts. In the second's 
opinion the route as both 
climbed and described was 
farcical and should be erased 
until it was done correctly: 
without aid and including the 
crux corner. At that time 
Curran's second had refused 
to follow on the second pitch 
because of the tactics being 
employed. All of which was 
conveyed to the Editor of 
"New Climbs". 
The bone of contention now 
lies in the publication of such 
a hotly disputed route in the 
official organ of the 
Federation - and therefore a 
supposedly reliable source of 
information for other climbers 

- without any reference to the 
issues involved. The fact is 
that the Editor of the "New 
Climbs" bulletin failed to 
acquaint himself at all with 
the controversy. Given 
Curran's previous record of 
liberal use of dubious aid and 
to the severity of the charge 
involved, this has done little to 
enhance the status of Mourne 
standards in particular and 
that of Irish climbing 
publications in general. 
A satisfactory conclusion 
appears to be close at hand: it 
is reported that Mike Ward 
has recently top-roped the 
corner (at VS) and the climb 
now awaits a competent 
leader to restore it to respect
ability. 
Meanwhile over on Lower 
Cove Allister "Waldo" 
McQuoid satisfied the urge 
and after a year's sporadic 
effort climbed the much 
mooted direct start to Dot's 
Delight with one reluctant peg 
for aid. Returning to eliminate 
this the following week-end, 
he found visiting Dubliner 
Tom Irving had done just that. 
The climb is indeed Overdue 
(E1 5c) and moves left from 
the Dot's ledge for an 
independent finish. Earlier 
Martin Smith and Ricky Cole 
did an infrequent ascent of 
Praxis (HVS). discovering that 
it did not follow the obvious 
crack on the East Wall of 
Lower Cove, as the coterie of 
Mourne habituees had always 
believed, but makes a rising 
rightward traverse to gain the 
crack where it widens to 
nearly chimney proportions. 
The pair then climbed that 
crack direct to give Swing Low 
(HVS). Cole, with Andy 
Garden and Martin Smith 
respectively, also added 

Left: 1st ascent, Warhorse, Spellack. 
Above: Pete Douglas trying White 
Lightning, Fairhead. This is the 'Inside 
Section' of the cliff which has very few routes, 
yet. Photos: Codling. 

Crack in' Up and Fox Tiers 
120ft (5a) ·to the right of Cove 
cave. 
In July, John Codling, and 
Chris Calow, made a brief 
foray to Northern Ireland, 
doing a number of routes that 
add some perspective to the 
local scene. In the Mournes 
the upper face of Spellack 
Buttress yielded three routes 
of a standard rarely found in 
the Mournes. Warhorse ( 1 30ft 
E4,6a) was climbed by 
Codling, Chris Calow and Pete 
Douglas with a poor peg as a 
handhold to gain the first 
horizontal break. It takes a 
bold line up the water-worn 
wall left of Cherub and is 
reported to be "very hard and 
absolutely superb". At the left 
hand end of the wall Douglas, 
Ca low and Codling climbed 
Cool for Cats ( 1 00ft E 1 5c) 
and Calow, Codling and 
Douglas climbed Mirror Mirror 
(130ft E3 5c) . Over on 
Pidgeon Rock Codling freed 
Geraldine formerly VS & A2 -
now E2 5c with only the bolt 
for aid - much to the amaze
ment of the locals. Douglas 
also added a direct start at a 
more relaxed VS. On the short 
walls of the summit ridge 
right of the left hand buttress 
the same team added Spirit of 
Creeping Cynicism, a short 
50ftE1 5bwhichtakesthe 
rightward slanting crack. 

Ballygally Head 
Pete Douglas, who is an 
Englishman in self-imposed 
exile in Belfast, then took 
Codling and Calow north of 
Belfast toBallygal/y Head 
where they climbed two very 
fine aretes. Dire Straits (E3 5c) 
takes the arete left of 
Vindication and has an in situ 

protection peg at 30ft. Further 
protection was obtained from 
Vindication! Close to the Edge 
(HVS 5b) was the work of 
Douglas, Ca low and Codling 
and takes the arete at the 
right hand side of Castle Gully 
which rises from the 
tarmacadam of the Antrim 
Coast Road. A belay high up in 
the gully is recommended to 
avoid possible spills into the 
path of passing motorists. 
Carrying a set of air horns 
might be useful here too! Over 
at Stable Gully, just behind the 
layby, the obvious first crack 
left of Stable Gully itself was 
climbed (HVS 5b) to give 
Rupert Bear and Bright Red 
We/lies, Douglas and Codling 
being responsible, while 
Ca low and Codling added 
Cigarette (HVS 5a), the arete 
immediately left of Lunar 
Probe. Finally, the arete left of 
Lucky Strike was converted 
into Slipskid (E1 5c) by John 
Codling and Pete Douglas. 
Interestingly, these routes 
were climbed using chalk 
after meticulous wire
brushing to remove the 
ubiquitous Ballygally lichen. 
The chalk issue has only 
recently reached Ireland, 
where it has been received by 
a number of top climbers 
(especially the Southern half 
of the country) by the sort of 
panic one normally associates 
with news that there is a 
bomb in a car outside. Some 
Belfast climbers appear to be 
more sanguine about chalk -
said one, referring to 
the new routes at Ballygally: 
"If chalk makes you do that, 
let's get a few ton of the 
stuff!" 

► 
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SCOTLAND 

Dunkeld 
On Upper Cave Crag Pete 
Hunter has climbed two lines 
left of Morningside Warm Up. 
One takes the block overhang 
(E2,5b) Evening Hotline, the 
other climbs slightly right 
from the lowest part of the 
wall Hotline Direct E3 . 
With Cameron Lees, Hunter 
straightened out The Way 
Through (E1) and added 
Juggynought on the wall left 
of Cuticle Creek and Scram 
79 (E3,5c) right of Wriggle 
Direct. The pair also repeated 
Warfarin and found the top 
pitch to be as hard as Rat
Race. 

Arran 
On the lower west face of Cir 
Mhor, Short and Sharp takes 
the chimney and hanging 
cracks left of the Sickle. This 
superb route, slightly harder 
than Sickle, was climbed by 
Pete Hunter and Stella 
Drummond. The same team 
also climbed Insertion 
confirming that the first pitch 
at the middle of the slab, with 
only one runner at 30ft., is 
very thin and worthy of E4/E5 . 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Borrowdale 
On Shepherds Crag, Ray 
McHaffie and J. Cowan have 
added Delight Maker ( 1 50ft 
V.S.) to the Adam and Eve 
Wall. The old peg route 
Inclination has been climbed 
free by Lamb and Botterill 
(E4,6a) . They have also added 
a direct start (6a) to Brown 
Crag Grooves climbing the 
overhang at a thin crack left of 
the orig in al start. 
On Great End Crag, lain 
Williamson and Andy Tilney 
climbed Veil of Tears (240ft 
HVS), left of Punk Rock. 
Ron Fawcett has achieved 
another of his aims with his 
free ascent of Hell's Wall, 
Bowder Stone Crag. He is 
quoted as saying "it is at least 
6c". His companions were 
Chris Gibb and Steve 
Webster. 
On Raven Crag, Combe Ghy/1, 
McHaffie and Chris Bashforth 
climbed The Rib (300ft V.S.) 
which follows the rib right of 
Corvus. 
The Thieving Magpie is the 
name given to a new route by 
the Berzins brothers and 
Lamb on Goat Crag. This 
interesting eliminate climbs 
between Praying Mantis and 
Footless Crow (200ft E3 
5b,6a). Another eliminate on 
Goat Crag is Tumbleweed 
Bypass which climbs directly 
up the wall above the peg on 
Tumble Weed Connection. This 
was claimed by Bill Wayman 
(E2,5c) . 
On Upper Falcon Crag, Jerry 
Peel and his brother Gilmore 
climbed the left side of the 
buttress between Route 2 and 
Dry Gasp to give Quantas (E3). 
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Buttermere 
High Crag has produced two 
new routes for Lamb, Mark 
Hetherington and Andy 
Dun hill. A thin crack between 
High Crag Buttress and 
Gethsemane gave Nebucha
dnezzar's Dream ( 1 80ft E 1 
5b) . Whilst a boulder problem 
start leading to twin cracks 
left of Delilah gave The Quest 
for Wisdom (150ft E2 5c,5b) . 

Scafell 
On Scafe/I Crag, the Berzins 
Brothers and Lamb climbed 
Subordination on the wall 
between Shadowfax and 
Botteril/'s S7ab ( 130ft E2,5c). 
Further left the big leaning 
corner above Tricouni Slab 
gave Lamb and Botterill 
Burning Bridges ( 1 00ft E4,6a), 
a sustained technical 
exercise. 
Lamb and the Berzins 
brothers have added three 
new routes to the East 
Buttress. The best is Mythical 
Kings ( 1 50ft E3 5c) which 
climbs a groove immediately 
left of /chabodfinishing up the 
front of the Tower. Roaring 
Silence (180ft E2 5c,5c) takes 
the walls and overhang right 
of Ichabod and Forbidden 
Colours 220ft E3 5c,6a,5c) 
starts up Overhanging Grooves 
Direct and moves left to climb 
a line left of Gold Rush. On the 
Great Slab, Botterill and Lamb 
climbed Midnight Express, a 
poorly protected eliminate 
straight up the middle of the 
slab finishing up a faint 
groove just right of 
Chartreuse's final crack 
(160ft E3,5c). The same pair 
also straightened out Fulcrum 
climbing a thin crack direct to 
the groove of Pitch 2 (E1 ,5a). 

On Esk Buttress, Ed Cleasby 
and Nigel Bulmer have 
climbed Apache, a route up 
the rib to the right of Black 
Sunday ( 150ft E2,5c). A team 
consisting of Andy Hyslop, Bill 
Birkett and Rick Graham have 
climbed a new route with a 
fine final pitch (6a) that 
traverses from the last stance 
of Central Pillar to the top of 
The Cumbrian, Fall Out (340ft 
E4). The same three climbers 
added Strontium Dog (455ft 
E3,5c) at the end of summer 
1978 climbing above the last 
stance of Central Pillar with 
one rest. 

Eskdale 
On the right hand side of 
Heron Crag Bill Birkett and 
Rick Graham have climbed 
Assassin (21 Oft E2,5c,5c,) 
starting at a thin crack left of 
Last Exit and climbing the wall 
above. 

Dow Crag 
lain Greenwood and Patrick 
McVey climbed the wall and 
arete at the top of the pillar in 
Easter Gully to give The 
Norseman (180ft E3,5c). Ed 
Cleasby and Andy Hyslop 
climbed Electrolysis ( 150ft. 
E3,5c), a route on the wall 
behind Woodhouses Pinnacle. 

Langdale Area 
On North Crag of Bowfe/1 Ron 
Kenyon and Rick Bennett have 
climbed the central groove 
between Sword of Damocles 
and Gnomon to give 
Mind bender ( 1 00ft E2, 5c) . 
At the very right hand end of 
Flat Crags, Bob and Martin 
Berzins climbed a vague 
crackline that they think will 
become a test piece. The 
route is Ataxia ( 160ft. 6b,E4). 
Also on Flat Crags the Berzins 
Brothers climbed Slowburn 
(130ft. E1 ,5b) on the left wall 
of Flat Crag Corner, and Ed 
Cleasby climbed Pincher 
Martin (130ft E1 ,5b), a line to 
the right of 8.8. Corner. 
The last point of aid was 
eliminated from Raven Crag, 
when Pete Botterill and jeff 
Lamb free climbed Fine Time 
at E4,6b. 
Deer Bield Crag also became 
completely free of aid with 
Lamb and Paul Smith's free 
ascent of Graduate which they 
graded E3,6a. 
On Pavey Ark, Max Biden and 
Ian Gray have added Spare 
Ribs, (255ft V.S.) between 
Chequer Buttress and Cooks 
Tour. On the East Wall Lamb 
and Botterill climbed the wall 
between Brain Damage and 
Mother Courage to give a 
strenuous E3 which they have 
called Coma. 
On White Ghy/1 Crag Cleasby 
and lain Greenwood climbed 
Karma, (E2,5b) which takes 
the arete left of the top of 
Naztron and the roofs above. 

Eastern Fells 
On Raven Crag, Thirlmere, 
Lamb and the Berzins 
brothers climbed Re/ayer 
(180ft E3). The first, 5c, pitch 
takes the left arete of Medlar. 
The second pitch the left side 
of the headwall at 6a. 
On Castle Rock Jerry Peel and 
Mike Johnson climbed the 
groove and wall just right of 
Final Giggle, Wing Nut (E2). 
On Eagle Crag, Grisedale, Mick 
Lovat and Bob Windsor 
climbed a variation on Early 
Birds that they have called 
Chalk Walk (E3,5c, 130ft). 
Problem Child, a route on 
Dove Crag, now has an 
independent finish thanks to 
Botterill and Lamb. The two 
new pitches climb a rib and a 
crack to the right finishing at 
the same point as Extol (5c,6a 
160ft). 

NORTH WALES 

Despite the appalling weather 
many of the hardest routes 
have been repeated . Most 
notable are Andy 
Grondowski's repeat of 
Marathon Man and Murray 
Hamilton's repeat of 
Barbarossa. As well as the 
ascents of Positron reported 
last time, Right Wall and Stroll 
On have had about ten 
ascents each and Sexus about 
half a dozen. 

Gogarth 
Dave Cronshaw and Dave 

Knighton climbed the obvious 
dog-leg crack between The 
Cracks and Amphitheatre 
Wall, Mill Street Junction (E1 ). 
Ben Wintringham has also 
been active adding some five 
new routes. 

Llanberis 
Leigh McGinley and Paul 
Williams climbed Golgotha 
(E4,5c) between Ivy Sepulchre 
and Crucifix. On CloggyJohn 
Redhead climbed the arete 
left of Pedestal Crack (E3,5c) 
and Pat Littlejohn the arete 
left of Croak, The Axe (E4,6a). 

Cwmldwal 
A week after Fawcett's new 
route (reported Mountain 68) 
Pete Livesey and Jill Lawrence 
climbed Zero (E5,5c/6a) 
between Route One and the 
finish of Garotte on Suicide 
Wall. The route is reported 
serious because 'both cruxes 
are in places where you'd hit 
the deck.' Livesey also adds 
the following list of technical 
grades for the routes on the 
wall. 

Suicide Groove HVS 5a 
Jailbreak E3 6a 
Suspended Sentence E2 5b 
Last Rites E2 5c 
Penal Servitude E4 6a 
Route Two E1 5a 
Capital Punishment E3 5c 
Death Row E2 5b 
Route One E1 5b 
Wall of Death E3 5c/6a 
Zero E5 5c/6a 
Garotte E4 5c 
Solitary Confinement E1 5b 
Reprieve E1 5b 

Snowdon South 
New routes continue to be 
found. Martin Crook has 
added two new HVS's 
Hurricane on Craig-y-Gelli and 
Mesca/ito on the Wenaltt. At 
Tremadoc Dave Cuthbertson 
with Mel Griffiths and Ken 
Johnson climbed Quakerman 
between Monkey Puzzle and 
Pincusion and Griffiths with 
Steve Peake and Keith 
Robertson climbed Laser 
Crack left of Integral. Both are 
graded mild extreme. Steve 
Peake with Pete Walsh has 
added a route left of Grotto 
(E3) and another, solo left of 
the first pitch of the Neb (E2}, 
and with Graham Griffiths the 
groove between Valor and 
Grasper, New Management 
(E2) . 
In the Moelwynau Mel 
Griffiths with Paddy Elliott and 
E. Jones has climbed 
Skerryrore (Mild extreme) and 
to the right of Plasma, 
Rememberancewith Phil Rust. 
This last named in memory of 
Charlie Hasslet. 
We would like to apologise to 
Mel Griffiths for calling him 
Mike Griffiths in previous 
reports. 

North Wales Limestone 
Mark and Aid Gill climbed two 
new lines on Central Buttress, 
Great Orme. Ocean Girl (VS) 
takes the crack fifty feet right 
of Grand Finale, and The Sea 



Goat (HVS) takes the crack at 
the right of the buttress near 
the descent gully. 
Psychic Threshold (photo 
Mountain 66 by Rowland 
Edwards) is correctly graded 
as 6a, with a bolt in the 
middle of the short wall and a 
sling to gain the thin crack 
high up, no other aid. 

CENTRAL WALES 

Jugs Groove, Craig Cowarch 
was free climbed by John 
Codling and Dave Jones. 
(E1 ,5b,5b,). 

LANCASHIRE 

Dave Knighton and Dave 
Cronshaw established a 
route of major significance on 
White Scar (this is the 
prominent escarpment lying 
directly above the A590 
Levens-Newby Bridge road). 
The route is on the prominent 
barrel-shaped buttress at the 
right of the crag, this has been 
named Space Buttress. The 
Book of Invasions ( 1 60ft 
E3,4c,6a) accepts the obvious 
challenge of Space Buttress -
"A tremendous climb with 
electrifying exposure out of all 
proportion to its length, 
comparable with anything on 
limestone." The same team 
also added Aqualung (100ft 
HS) which takes the chimney 
groove bounding Space 
Buttress on the left. The 
chimney/crack system on the 
right of the Buttress is of V.S. 
standard - climbed in 1977 
by Cronshaw and Les 
Ainsworth . 
At Houghton Quarry, The right 
arete of Rhododendron 
Buttress has yielded the very 
fine Rhododendron Arete 
(100ft E3,5c) to Knighton and 
Cronshaw. The route was 
inspected by abseil. Five aid 
bolts were chopped, two of 
them were replaced with new 
ones. 

PEAK/PENNINES 

Gritstone 
On Brimham, Jerry Peel and 
Tony Barley climbed Natural 
Grit on the Black Chipper 
Buttress (E2) . The same team 
also climbed Simpleton (HVS) 
right of Low Nose Buttress at 
Simons Seat. Peel also soloed 
the blunt arete of the last 
boulder on the path, Naked 
Edge (6a) . 
At Widdop Rocks, Peel and 
Paul Hartley made a diagonal 
left to right line on Purgatory 
Buttress, Afternoon Delight 
(E2) . At the Roaches, Peel 
added Sky Train on Sky Line 
Buttress (E2) again with Tony 
Barley. On the same buttress 
Gary Gibson climbed the arch 
above the slab and the arete 
to give The Architect (E3). 
On Hen Cloud Gibson and Ian 
Barker climbed the wall 
between Gallows and Electric 
Chair, Bad Joke (E4), and at 
Stanage, Gibson and Ian 
Johnson climbed the 
overhang on Saliva Buttress 

1st ascent Midnight Express, Scafe/I East Buttress. Climber, Pete Botteri/1. Photo: Jeff Lamb. 

Limestone 

directly, Fading Star (E1 ). Browell, Twilight of the Tired A Direct finish to Saxon, 
On Yarncliffe Quarry Steve Gods (E3,5c,5b). With Dave straight up to the top of the 
Holgarth and Dave Marsh Jones, Codling climbed a crag at the same standard. 
climbed Ant Sally (HVS) girdle on Beeston Tor between Rock Dancer (XS) 15ft left of 
between Pedestal Crack and the Eliminate and Perforation, Saxon; In the Gallery (HVS) 
Swastika. Lord of the Dance (450ft, 1 Oft right of Gneiss Gnome. 

E2,5b,5c). The same pair also Super Direct (XS) us a direct 

On High Tor Andy Brown and 
Jerry Peel made what is 
probably the first British 
ascent, free, of Bastille! Peel 
reports that the climbing past 
the bolt was particularly 
difficult and that the whole 
route was sustained, in fact he 
took several falls on the final 
wall before completing the 
climb. Peel has added two 
new routes on Giggleswick 
Scar South. Mutton Dagger 
(E3,6a) takes a line 20ft left of 
Sirloin and is reportedly 
excellent whilst Flaker (HVS) 
takes the wall left of the 
Arches. 

climbed a line between Left line to the top of the crag, 
hand route and Middle route which starts at the same place 
on Raven Tor, Dovedale, and a as The Shield. Slanter (VS), 

In Dovedale Gary Gibson and 
Geoff Davis climbed Tip to Tip 
on the wall right of Stanley 
Wa//(HVS). 

On Thors Cave, Curtain Variant 
was freed by Jerry Frost and 
John Codling with Mike 

left hand variant to Swallows takes the upper of the 
Tail on Bailey Buttress. diagonal lines across the wall 
The Peak/Pennine notes in at the back of the zawn. 
Mountain 68 should be Stormbringer (XS) is the 
amended as follows. Simeon hardest of the routes and very 
Direct is HVS,5a : Strawberry good. Starts as for the 
Window is the previously un- previous route at the right 
named aid route right of edge of the slab, but goes 
Roberts Roberts: Wild Cherry straight up to climb the very 
should read Wild Country: steep wall on the left of the 
Eugene's Axe takes the arete back-wall of the zawn. Finally, 
left of the Pebbledash slab: Sunny Cellophane (HVS) 
Dave Jones should be follows Stormbringerto the 
credited with Tim Benzedrino foot of the steep section then 
and Gate should be Gateless moves up into the groove of 
Gate. Thane, from this it traverses 

CORNWALL 

Rowland Edwards with M. 
Edwards and S. Salmon has 
added several new routes this 
summer at Kenidjack. 

out onto the arete of Thane 
and climbs this to the top. 
Correspondents: Botteri/1, 
Edwards, Gibson, Griffiths, 
Hutton, Knighton, Roberts. 
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On the weighbridge before the city, the officials 

found the lorry's back axle to be grossly over
laden. No scales were needed to tell us this, the 
snail's pace and lack of suspension over the 
potholed, dirt roads for the last three days and 
nights had created a deep impression on body and 
mind. The driver and his mate, who we shared 
the hot, two-seater cab with, were in no hurry. 

"Tomorrow they will let us through." The 
driver yawned. 

By shovelling the load of broken wine and pill 
bottles from the back to the front Mike and I 
produced the desired effect and we carried on to 
the outskirts. The glass sorting factory was 
depressing, small children dressed in rags (bare 
feet and hands impervious to splintered glass) 
sorted metal from glass, whilst we helped unload 
the lorry and for our pains were given a lift into the 
centre. 

After knocking on a few doors, contact was 
made with Alejandro, a member of the local club, 
who was to guide us through the bureaucracy to 
gain permission to climb the mountain. He 
explained the problems butwefeltconfidentaswe 
only wanted to climb the normal route to 
acclimatise for the higher and harder mountains 
to the north. 

The two 'helmutted', armed guards either side 
of the small door in a rather normal looking 
building were the only signs that this was the 
entrance to the city police station. 

"What do you want?" sneered the taller. 
"We want to climb the mountain." 
"Eh! I don't understand." 
"We have to get permission before we can 

climb." 
"Oh- Eer- you better come in." 
They searched us and led us inside where we 

showed our passports and filled in a form; then we 
were led into a room, bare apart from three simple 
chairs and a portrait of The President Several 
hours later we were told to come back in the 
afternoon. That afternoon the same procedure 
was followed and eventually we were summoned 
to an office where we filled in four forms in 
triplicate and were advised to come back when we 
had authorisation from the army and the federal 
police. 

Even to get into the street where the army 
headquarters grand building stood involved 
being questioned and escorted by a submachine 
gun carrying soldier. At the top of the flight of 
stairs that led to the entrance two monkey faced 
soldiers pointed their guns at us; with our legs 

22 

\ 

- -

I 
8 

apart and hands on head, the escort searched us. 
Inside, the army didn't keep us waiting long, and 
after we filled in a form we were told to visit the 
army station at the bottom of the mountain where 
we would be fully 'processed'. 

Alejandro was pleased. "Everything goes well -
tomorrow we see the Federal Police." 

Though it was early, a queue of twenty to thirty 
people had formed by the reception desk in the 
foyer of the large, modern police station. Duly our 
turn came, we filled in a form, showed passports 
and were searched. Inadvertently I had brought 
my camera and penknife, these were immediately 
taken from me. We were then directed to the 
central hall where the waiting masses satin rows of 
seats all facing one direction. Surveillance by 
camera and plain-clothed cops was obvious. 

A full medical (with blood test) took most of the 
morning. Another office, two forms and five 
official stamps brought us to mid-afternoon. By 
then I had run out of passport size photos (which 
had to be attached to nearly every form), so the rest 
of the day was spent getting a dozen more. 

The following day we waited outside an office 
all morning, twice we tried to carry on to the next 
'square' but both times we were curtly told we 
hadn't the stamp from the closed office. Two 
o'clock and success, the coveted stamp. 
Straightaway we went to the head office to have 
our large bundle of forms passed and stamped. 
The secretary thumbed through them, looked up, 
over his hornrimmed glasses and quietly said. 
"You haven't been psychoanalysed yet - if you 
make an appointment now, you might get 
analysed in a couple of days." 

With persistence, and not a little money, we got 
an appointment for next morning. At the 
'interview' communication was difficult as we 
spoke little of the language, certainly not enough 
to understand what they were asking, nor which of 
the colours or shapes we were supposed to pick. 
The results were put in a sealed envelope, which 
was signed and stamped. 

Again we went to the head office; the secretary 
nodded. "Wait in the room at the end of the 
passage." 

On the opposite side of the room from where we 
sat, behind a large desk, slouched a shabbily 
dressed detective, two others sat on the desk. They 
fooled like children playing television cops, 
except they were real and so were their guns. 
Periodically detainees were brought through the 
rooms, most pathetic, a few brave. Two whores 
just pulled off the streets with dresses crumpled 

HALL 
and lipstick smudged, laughed at first to please the 
escorting cop, then, when he pushed them 
through the door leading downstairs, they turned 
hysterical, tears grooving their thick makeup. 
What would be their fate, I thought, as the pervert 
held his gun erect by his crotch, winked to his 
mates at the desk and then laughed as they 
descended. 

By now I had almost forgotten what I was there 
for, if in reality I was there at all. Climbing the 
mountain seemed secondary and much less 
attractive than before. At length we were 
summoned away from this unsavoury ' play', to 
the head office where we had our papers stamped. 

Back at our hotel, a person (I don't know what 
body he came from) arrived to inspect our gear. 

"What is this piece of equipment used for?" 
"How much will you sell the sleeping bag for?" 

Then before he left, he lectured to us on the 
dangers of the mountain. 

We returned to thecitypolice station where they 
replaced our armful of forms with a solitary piece 
of paper, a single stamp and a scrawl of a signature. 

"Please visit the army station at the bottom of 
the mountain - but that's only a formality." Were 
the policeman's final words. 

Whilst packing gear and buying food, some of 
our former keenness returned and it waswithsome 
excitement that we travelled on the bus through 
the arid arroyos to the army camp at the bottom of 
the mountain. We had risen about seven 
thousand feet, which explained our dizziness and 
the effort required to move our mass of 
equipment 

At the sentry post a nervous young guard (the 
age of conscription had just been reduced to 
sixteen) challenged us, then escorted us to the 
main guard-house. On arrival his superior 
reduced the lad to tears for leaving his post 
unguarded. We explained the purpose of our visit 
to the sergeant, then to an officer, who then 
informed another officer. It certainly wasn't a 
formality. 

"Be ready for a strenuous medical." Barked the 
sergeant. 

I was just about to be sick with the altitude and 
looked very green, so I thought it was one of those 
hearty army jokes. It wasn't and immediately we 
were led into a surgery, given a medical and 
pushed outside. 

"Run round the parade graound twice - and 
make sure you do it in six minutes." The sergeant 
had pleasure in telling us. 

Halfway round I almost gave up, more from 
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disgust than illness, the whole affair had turned 
from ridiculous to pathetic, but we were entwined 
in the system 's 'web'; I thought it must be the last 
farcical test, then we would be free to climb so I 
carried on. When we finished we had another 
medical, which caused the doctor to look 
questioningly a couple of times and utter a few 
'tut-tuts'. 

We had just recovered from the run when the 
sergeant approached smartly. 

"Spread out all your equipment and food. 
Before we let you go and climb, the chief army 
climbing instructor will inspect it." 

A distinctly Nazi looking officer strode up to the 

display of equipment, enough to climb even a 
Himalayan giant, and whilst he inspected it 
warned us of the great dangers of mountaineering 
(and because he was one of the top climbers in the 
army, he knew best). What could we do but agree? 
The 'web' had caught us. 

"But one of you hasn't got down pants," he said 
triumphantly - adding, "you can't climb without 
down pants." 

We shifted the piles around so Mike had two 
pairs of conventional climbing trousers and the 
officer grudgingly agreed that would be a bare 
minimum. 

I was thinking of violence whilst Mike lay 

laughing on the grass by the gear, laughing 
maniacally, when the officer squawks, "You don't 
appear to have any goggles." 

"Well thats easily explained, " Mike replied, 
"We use sunglasses which are perfectly adequate, 
in fact I've used them on every climb I've done." 

"Sorry, you can't climb the mountain if you 
haven't got proper snow goggles." .. 
SUMMARY 

I wish such a saga could never happen, but itdid 
in 1977, when Mike Weis and I tried in Mendoza 
and Punta del Inca, Argentina, to get permission 
to climb Aconcagua. 
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Top left: North Face of Citadel, the North West 
Ridge is on the right, Kichatna Spire in the 
background. Left Centre: The West Face of 
Augustin. Photo Ron Beauchamp Bottom left: East 
Face, Mount Jeffers. The only route isjust right of the 
central dihedral. Photo: Rob Milne. Above: Ed 
Newville just below the summit of Riesenstein. 
Below: Newville on the 'Pie Crust Traverse', 
Riesenstein. 
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Subdueing one's own fear in order to 
accomplish a climb is often a delicate task 
requiring frequent doses of self-administered 
therapy. The climber finds himself muttering to 
no one in particular reassuring statements 
regarding the severity of the weather and the 
climb. A Washington climberonce pointed out to 
me thatS. 10 wasjusta state of mind as he prepared 
to lead a severe looking roof armed with 
confidence. After several half-hearted attempts, 
plastering the lip with chalk, he retreated quietly. 
The state of mind I refer to as fear had dissolved his 
confidence. 

That was seven years ago and I had swallowed 
my share of failures but today was not a day for 
retreating. I have just finished leading a difficult 
fist crack with a thirty pound pack on my back and 
double boots for footwear. Breathing hard, I 
anchor into a belay beneath a tiny roof. Ed 
Newville begins climbing from below as an 
occasional snowflake drifts earthward. 

"This won't do at all," I mutter, for we have 
begun a 2,300 foot wall on an unclimbed peak in 
the Cathedral Spires. Before leaving Oregon I had 
stated, "If it begins to snow, I am going down," 
being fairly squeamish about wet rock and cold 
hands. I now realise there is more at stake and I 
will have to cope with climbing and living in 
weather conditions I had regarded as impossible 
back home. 

With only two and a half days supplyoffood, it is 
necessary to move quickly in order to finish the 
climb in a reasonable time. Ed leads the next pitch 
without his pack, choosing to haul it instead. One 
must move quickly especially on moderate 
ground and here we seem to be crawling. 

The day ambles along as the sun drifts farther to 
the west and our progress follows it almost 
imperceptibly. From a narrow spine of rock we are 
forced to traverse into a couloir and diagonal left 
and upwards onto the main face. Powder snow 
blanketing steep rock is the only way across; 
lacking an axe and crampons makes this a heart 
pounding adventure. The footholds seem to be 
non-existent on the smooth granite slabs 
underneath and the ones I do locate are by sheer 
guesswork. Above a delicate traverse over rotten 
rock ends in a belay with questionable pins. This is 
a good way to develop ulcers. I remember a similar 
profusion of stomach acid and anxiety just before 
taking a girl out for the first time. One never knew 
what blundering mistakes or unforseen incidents 
would fall his way. 

Our first bivouac is on a narrow ledge choked 
with ice and snow. Ed's home sewn bivvy tent 
proves to be the I uxury item in our packs, giving us 
protection against wind and snow. Unfortunately 
there is room for only one of us inside on the tiny 
ledge. I sleep, but Ed only thrashes aboutall night. 

All I can think about is the route and weather. 
What will the snow filled chimneybelike?Cold no 
doubt. Even before negotiating the chimney there 
is a smooth crackless section of rock, how will that 
go? A veil of wispy clouds fill the sky as the 
temperature drops to an uncomfortable degree. 
Dave Roberts was right when he said May is a cold 
month for rock climbing in the Cathedrals, 
perhaps we came a bit early? Assorted visions 
revolve slowly in my mind, the majority of them 
tainted with a macabre flavour. Apprehension 
dilutes what would have been a sound, restful 
sleep. 

A long dihedral choked with snow and ice 
proves too much for free climbing as Ed moves 
slowly upward whanging and banging steel upon 
steel. Out of hardware, I lower him down as he 
cleans most of the gear in the waning light of 
evening. 

Soon I gain the high point, climbing left on face 
holds. I reach out and thump a flake twice my size, 
it vibrates with uncertainty. No other way, so I 
move up on the thin slice of rock expecting the 
whole thing to peel off. A bit of scotch tape and 
glue saves the day. Ed puts our rope fifty feet 
higher and sometime after midnight we rappel 
down to a comfortable ledge. 

Morning reveals snow plastering the rock as we 
ascend our ropes Oumars slipping) to the high 
point. Along traverse across thin rotten flakes, the 
Pie Crust Traverse, is also laden with snow. 
Clouds of spindrift whipped furiously by the wind 
obscure the route. We have but a single lunch left, 
little fuel, and the summit is nowhere in sight. 
With a weak laugh we tally the score: Mountain -
one point, Climbers - zero. We make fourteen 
rappels to the ground. 

Wine, food, and sleep numb any thoughts we 
have of climbing and the tower of stone stands as 
always, impenetrable and fascinating. For a while 
we rest and await our companion's arrival. Jeff 
Thomas had been recovering from an ankle injury 
and finally flew into the glacier on a clear hot 
afternoon as Ed and I were returning from a 
reconnaisance mission. He had spotted our wall 
from the air and within minutes upon his landing 
we all agree to attempt it once again on the 
morrow, following a new line. My nerves had just 

Above: North Face, Gurney Peak. Photo: Ron 
Beauchamp. 

begun to settle down when we began racking 
hardware, sacking food, and preparing clothing 
for another adventure. 

* * * * 

Huge icicles hang delicately from the walls of 
the chimney. There seems to be no way of 
climbing through this spectre of death, and it is my 
lead. Only yesterday we were perplexed by a blank 
section of rock eager to know if the route would go. 
Ed managed it this morning by doing a short 
pendulum and squirming up a hidden chimney 
not visible from the ground. Jeffs lead consisted 
of several pendulums and face work which got us 
back into the main line we had picked from below, 
and now this wretched chimney. 

Stemming with great care I move slowly 
upward, my boots feeling for dry rock between 
gleaming patches of water ice. I wriggle into the 
sunlight like a worm released from a bottle. It is 
good to be free and with all due respect; I feel 
chimneys belong on houses, not on mountains. 

Far below, the glacier soaks up a single thread of 
sunlight that manages to pierce the thick cloud 
layer. The weather chameleon is putting on 
another mask and what was blue sky on the first 
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KICHATNA ASCENTS 
PEAK ALTITUDE (ft) GLACIER(S) ROUTE ASCENT PARTY YEAR 

Peak 7270 7270 Cool Sac, Tatina E. Face DeMaria, Geiser, Hudson 1965 

Peak c.7900 c.7900 Cool Sac, Shelf S Face (?I Bloom, DeMaria,Suhl 1965 

Vulgarian Peak 7785 Cool Sac, Tatina, Sunshine NW Ridge from N Geiser, Hudson 1965 

Vertex Peak c.7300 Shadows, Trident W Couloir, S Ridge Millikan, D. Roberts 1966 

Peak c.6500 c.6500 Shadows, Trident WFace Johnston, Meisler 1966 

Kichatna Spire 8985 Shadows, Cool Sac, Sunshine E Couloir, N Ridge Millikan, Davidson 1966 

Avalanche Peak c.6900 Shadows, Shelf WFace Johnston, D. Roberts 1966 

Rock Prong c.6500 Shadows Johnston, D. Roberts, Millikan 1966 

Mt. Nevermore c.8100 Tatina, Monolith NE Ridge Fitschen, Raymond, Robbins 1969 

Mt. Jeffers c.8000 Tatina, Cool Sac S Ridge from W Fitschen, Raymond, Robbins 1969 

Sasquatch 8303 Monolith, Sunshine S Face from W Fitschen, Raymond, Robbins 1969 

Gurney Peak c.8400 Shadows, Trident, Sunshine N Face and Ridge Fredrickson, Katra 1972 
Caldwell 

Citadel 8520 Shadows, Shelf, Cool Sac N Face and Ridge Frederickson, Ferche, Katra 1972 

Peggy' Peak 7133 Tatina, Cool Sac S Ridge from W Black, Graber 1975 

Tatina Spire c.8200 Tatina SE Buttress Aprin, Black, Graber 1975 

Sasquatch 8303 Monolith, Sunshine WFace Aprin, Black, Graber 1975 

Pollak Spire c.7400 Tatina N Couloir (?I Bocarde, Denkewalter, Sennhauser 1975 

Three-0-Spire c.6800 Tatina E Face Crawford, Hostetler 1975 

Mt. Neveragain c.7900 Tatina N Couloir Bocarde, Crawford, Hostetler 1975 

Whiteout Spire c.7600 Tatina, Cool Sac, Sunshine WFace Bocarde, Denkewalter 1975 

Middle Triple Peak 8835 Monolith, Sunshine WFace Mclean, Porter 1976 

Citadel 8520 Shadows, Shelf, Cool Sac E Buttress Black, Embick, Graber, Long 1976 

Middle Triple Peak 8835 Sunshine, Monolith N Ridge from E Black, Embick, Graber, Long 1976 

Buff Spire 6885 Sunshine S Face Black 1976 

Lewis Peak c.7800 Sunshine, Caldwell Rieder, J. Roberts 1976 

Archdeacon Peak c.8000 Trident, C/adwe/1, Glacier JI, 2 N Face(?) Rieder, J. Roberts 1976 

Peak c.7300 c.7300 Shadows, Trident W Face, S Ridge Coates, Robbins 1976 

Middle Triple Peak 8835 Sunshine, Monolith E Buttress Embick, Graber, Long, Schunk 1977 

Flattop Peak c.8400 Tatina, Monolith NE Face to N Ridge Graber, Long, Schunk 1977 

Augustin Peak c.8600 Trident, Glacier JI, 2 W Face to N Ridge Graber, Long, Schunk 1977 

Miranda Peak 7370 Trident, Scorpion E Ridge from S Graber, Long, Schunk 1977 

North Triple Peak c.8400 Tatina, Monolith, Sunshine N Face Sennhouser, Ellsworth 1978 

Riesenstein c.8000 Cool Sac, Shelf WFace Kearney, Newville, Thomas 1978 

Citadel 8520 Shadows, Shelf, Cool Sac NW Ridge Kearney, Thomas 1978 

Mt Jeffers c.8000 Tatina, Cool Sac E Face Becker, Embick, Milne, Tuthill 1978 

Sunshine Spire c.7900 Cool Sac, Shelf N Face Embick, Tuthill 1978 

Cemetery Spire c.7600 Cool Sac, Shelf N Ridge Becker, Embick, Milne, Tuthill 1978 

Bastion & Rook S Ridge? Becker, Tuthill 1978 

Transition Peak Coo/Sac Milne 1978 

Skuzerian Peak Becker 1978 

Judy Peak Coo/Sac Becker, Milne 1978 

Grendel c.8000 Trident, Caldwell N Face, E Ridge Mannix, Mannix, Newville 1978 
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Left: storm clouds gather over the' unclimbed, 
unnamed peaks on the East side of the Shadows 
Glacier. Photo: Ron Beauchamp. Right: thc2,300ft 
West Face of Riesenstein. The I st ascent was made 
up the buttress slightly right of centre. 

day has now become the familiar snowflake 
spitting windy, gray mass dealing out colder 
temperatures with every new hand. The cards are 
not in our favour. 

Three days up we reach the high point of our 
first attempt, the Pie Crust Traverse. A thin layerof 
snow dusts the rotten flakes of granite. Ed 
carefully works his way across. Following his lead 
with a pack is more than difficult, it is prepos
terous. The weight tears at my fingers as I grab for 
holds with an eagerness to keep moving. 

The snow is falling faster and only raging gusts 
of wind keep it from sticking to the rock. My sense 
of time is lost as Ed leads into the swirling mass of 
snowflakes, the rope crawling from my hands at a 
snail's pace. He claws his wayoververglasand wet 
lichen to a belay; Jeff and I are anxious to be 
moving and soon scurry up. We climb through 
dark shapes of rock, obscured by the snow 
drenched fog until seven p.m. when finally we can 
stand above our surroundings with visibility of 
100 feet. At this moment on top I am sure it is all a 
dream. We are not really on the summit The fog 
will clear and hundreds offeet higherourgoal will 
lie. Everything seems strange, like being caught in 
a Hieronymous Bosch "Garden of Delight." 

Jeff and Ed hug each other, I hug them, and we 
shake hands as Jeff reaches inside his parka forour 
mascot. We begin the descent, leaving behind a 
small rubber ape to watch over our new peak 
which we latername"The Riesenstein". With luck 
our little guardian may witness a few revolutions 
of the earth before a fatal gust of wind carries him 
away. 

Rappelling in the blizzard brings us down to a 
larges now filled ledge where our packs had waited 
patiently during the summit dash. In a jiffy we 
fashion a tent platform and knock in several pins 
to secure the mess of ropes and slings. Hot food is 
swallowed easily while outside the wind tears at 
the tower with a dull roar. Nature is at work 
grinding away bits of rock with every bite of her 
jaws. We are warmed by our success in reaching 
the summit and quietly contemplate the hazards 
of descent lying in wait. Gradually the tightened 
mainspring within me unwinds as this 
magnificent pieceofrock passes before my eyes. A 
bit of frozen rope, a hung up knot, and many 
rappels deliver us onto gentle snow, grateful to be 
alive. 

In the Cathedrals climbing is a form of upward 
survival. Ice, wind, snow and just plain hard 
climbing keep the mind on edge and the body 
weary. There is seldom an easy descent upon 
reaching the summit and rappelling the route is 
time-consuming and expensive. Three ropes 
chewed up, mounds of hardware left behind, and 
ragged clothing and hands attest to the abrasive, 
cruel nature of the place. 

Back in camp we interrupt the survival process 
for a while as the storms complete their cycle of 
wet snowfall and wind, followed by clearing 
periods. Choosing the month of May to climb has 
one advantage. Although colder, the snow that 
falls is usually drier than that during the warmer 
weather of June. 

* * * * 

A queasy feeling returns to my stomach again as 
we survey Kichatna Spire for a possible route. 

Onlyonelineappeals to us,a 1,700 footicecouloir 
and 800 feet of rock to the summit Once at the 
couloir's top we can try Kichatnaorthe unclimbed 
satellite peak equally as difficult. 

Seven leads up unstable snow over ice, I am 
sweating profusely, becoming drenched from 
within. From here we alternate leads on hard 
brittle ice most of which is 60 degrees, although 
near the top it reaches upwards of 70 degrees. 
Nearly exhausted I chop a hole through the 
cornice overhanging the gully and with little 
strength remaining, I crawl through only to be 
greeted by a rapidly moving storm from the south. 
Ed batters me with questions like: "How's the 
weather look? Does the route go? Is there a good 
place to bivvy? What dya see?" Hell, I should have 
crawled back down the hole right then and 
plugged it up. Looking back on our descent down 
the couloir I do not know what kept us from 
suffocating in that raging torrent of spindrift. Ed 
below, placing screws for rappels was nothing 
more than a faint shadow through columns of 
snow much of the time. The constant roar, like 
breakers at the ocean, was frightening and 
hampered communication as well. One never 

knew if the "Big One" would scrape us off the ice 
and bury us on the glacier forever. 

The remainder of our stay on the Cool Sac 
Glacier would be enlightening. A traverse around 
the Shelf Glacier would reveal numerous climbs 
for future trips and bathe our bodies with a needed 
dose of sunshine. Jeff and I (Ed with the flu) would 
manage to pull off a third ascent of the Citadel by 
racing up the unclimbed northwest buttress in a 
nineteen hour push from basecamp and back. 
Sustained and difficult free climbing on the lower 
portion coupled with the lack of aid and superb 
weather would make this one of my most 
memorable ascents. 

Fulfilling dreams often requires a great deal of 
commitment and managing of one's own fear. 
The rewards can only be measured by the effort 
expended. Twenty five days on the glacier came to 
an end in the hot afternoon sun. My shirt peeled 
off, I was tired, happy and sunburnt. 
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CAVING IN BRITAIN 
A historical commentary 
By Phil Burke Photos by Paul Deakin 

The validity of an article about speleology 
within the pages of a magazine devoted to 
mountaineering might be questioned by some. 
However a little investigation will reveal that the 
two sports are of kindred spirit, similarly 
motivated and logistically parallel. In fact an ever 
increasing number of devotees spread their 
allegiances between the two pursuits and in doing 
so experience a wide sphere of contrasting 
enjoyment that needn't be curtailed when cold, 
wet winter days arrive. The caving climber goes 
underground during the winter and emerges fit 
into the spring sunshine with his appetite for rock 
re-whetted. Also with two sporting options one 
need never become jaded or disenchanted with 
either sport 

All the world's major caves occur within lime
stone, though they are present to a degree in lava 
and other types of sedimentary rocks in the form of 
cracks and fissures, eg blowholes and tubes in 
lava. The limestone is basically calcium carbonate 
and under the action of slightly acidic moorland 
drainage water is soluble, a chemical property to 
which we owe the formation of Britain's finest 
caves. The water permeates vertical faults and 
horizontal 'bedding planes' enlarging through 
solution and abrasion as it progresses along and 
down towards the water table. 

Passages formed totally underwater are round, 
or elliptical, in shape and are known as Phreatic 
development, whereas those resulting from 
downcutting in a free air passage are called 
Vadose. A combination of the two actions 
frequently results in a characteristic keyhole 
shaped passage. The permutations of these effects 
is huge and far beyond the scope of this article, but 
basically the caves that result providetheclayfrom 
which the sport of caving is moulded. 

The origins of caving as a sport in Britain can be 
traced back to the late 19th Century, when Edward 
Martel, regarded as -the father of modern 
speleology, descended Gaping Ghyll in 
Yorkshire. 

The 365' deep shaft situated on the slopes of 
Ingleborough above the village of Clapham had 
already been attempted, most notably by a York
shireman John Birbeck, who reached the halfway 
ledge, but as yet it had not been 'bottomed'. It is 
probably only natural that Gaping Ghyll or G. G. 
as it is affectionately known, should be the 
birthplace of British potholing. It has a very 
conspicuous and imposing entrance shaft 30' in 
diameter down which Fell Beck cascades. If you 
creep to the edge and peer down it's an appalling 
prospect as all you can see is a vertical shaft 
disappearing into spray lashed blackness. Very 
impressive. 

Martel made elaborate preparations, which 
included the digging of a drainage ditch to divert 
the water away from the shaft and the use of a 
,elephor,e link to the surface. The whole thing 
we:., acco1 ding to plan and the main entrance 
shaft to Captng Ghyll was fully descended. The 
date was 1st August 1895. 

By British standards the chamber into which 
Martel descended is vast. Imagine yourself in a 
huge natural cavern deep under the Pennines. 
The side walls rear up in a rock-vaulted grandeur 
that makes man's gothic eccentricities pathetic by 
comparison, whilst down from the apex roars Fell 
Beck, crashing into the chamber and filling every 
corner with a wind driven spray. Subdued 
daylight filters down with the waterfall and 
heightens the effect of immense size. At first the 
scene belittles you until you become 

Above: Gaping Ghy/1, Main Chamber. Opposite: 
Yordas Cave, Kingsda/e, Yorkshire. 

accustomed to the scale and then people can be 
seen elatedly whooping and shouting as they run 
across pebble beaches and sandbanks, to play 
under the waterfall and fully take in what is one of 
Britain's greatest natural wonders. Into all · this 
space St. Pauls would fit with ease. The descent.of 
G.G. really aroused interest in potholing and 
many more people beg~n the exploration of caves 
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A rift traverse, Giants Hole, Derbyshire. Chimneying or bridging in such rifts usually involves 'unspecified blackness' below. 

as they realised the sporting challenges that were 
to be had underground. 

The Yorkshire Ramblers Club were to the fore 
as many ofit's climbing members took up caving. 
Their first action was to level the score with 
Gaping Ghyll. The year after Martel they 
descended the main shaft by the Gib Tunnel, a 
side shaft, but far more impressive than its larger 
neighbour and dropping to the floor of the 
chamber in one sweep, unlike the other which 
lands on a halfway ledge. The shaft starts down a 
side entrance, which leads vertically down in a 
small rift until it emerges dramatically right into 
the centre of the main shaft and continues 
unhindered to the bottom of the chamber. 

To repeat this trip nowadays on a single rope is 
incredible. When you emerge into the daylight 
shaft the view is almost heartstopping as you 
dangle on the rope yards from the nearest wall and 
are hammered by the stream, you are convinced 
that you're on a one way descent to some Stygian 
destination. Quite a few modern day aspirants 
have been daunted by the prospect and have 
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prussicked back up to safety. 
Caving dress in the early days was tweeds and 

puttees, not entirely suited to crawling through 
glutinous mud or immersion into freezing cold 
water. The early cavers must have been hard men 
indeed, a fact hardly appreciated by the 
contemporary caver as he slides amphibian like 
through crawls and squeezes, covered by an all 
protective wetsuit If the clothing was unsuitable 
the equipment was archaic to match. Huge piles of 
wood and rope ladders were 'mauled' 
underground and great oversize lengths of tarred 
rope were dragged around. Illumination was a 
candle or a storm lantern, but it was all that was 
available and the early pioneers just got on with 
the job. 

Throughout the northern Pennines the 'golden 
age' of caving was dawning. The limestone 
uplands are literally covered with open potholes 
and shafts to descend and explore. The great 
classics were entered, but sometimes their secrets 
only yielded slowly over a period of years and the 
process continues to this day. Meregill was 

explored, Rift Pot, Jumper Gulf, Hull, Hunt, Sell 
Gill, the list goes on and every one a classic, as 
familiar to cavers as Cenotaph Corner and Vector 
are to climbers. Between the wars the Y.RC. 's 
dominance in caving lessened as other clubs took 
to the field. Some discoveries were made bu tit was 
mainly a period of consolidation, cavers being 
quite happy to repeat the classics already in 
existence. The Second War brought the curtain 
down on this era and nearly all caving, like 
climbing, ceased as men fought for survival and
notjust sport. 

There was a great postwar boom in caving, as in 
all adventure sports. Nerves that had been steeled 
in conflict were the ideal weapon for the general 
rise in caving standards that the remaining 
unexplored systems demanded, if they were to be 
explored and 'bottomed'. Once agai" n ,.,, 
systems were discovered in profusi t• ·• 't' ,,.~1•r,, 
became prepared to dig and blast;; ,, •·, ·,, w"" 
systems. Also the old terminating barriers of 
many already discovered caves were 'pushed' 
through a varietyofhazards. With anew age came 



'A sporting pitch' in Coolagh River Cave, County Clare, Ireland. 

new clubs and many caving clubs were formed, all 
serving the furtherence of potholing. 

Other areas of the country awoke to the possi
bilities and their caves and potholes were probed 
and explored. Derbyshire although not blessed 
with the sheer quantity of caves as Yorkshire 
nevertheless has several very sporting caves such 
as Nettlepot, Eldon Hole, Giants, Speedwell, 
Oxlow and many more which all provide some 
degree of physical test for cavers. 

The huge river caves of South Wales were 
entered and followed. These caves can rival those 
on the continent for sheer size and complexity. In 
some of them the explorer could be forgiven, 
upon entering some unkown chamber, for 
thinking that he had stumbled onto an alternative 
entrance and emerged on a starless night, so large 
are these caverns. Passages can be followed for 
miles and miles through a totally bewildering and 
dark world. A trip such as the five mile long figure 
of eight in Ogof Agen Allwedd, near Crickhowell 
must be one of the most incredible journeys in 
Britain. 

The Mendips also acquired it's own band of 
devotees who were very active. The caves down 
here tend to be very wet and it has been said that 
Mendip cavers are born in a wetsuit 

This period of exploration gained impetus 
through the late 40's and early 50's and it's 
products of discovery are among the most 
sporting caves known today. Penyghent Pot, the 
finest stream pothole in the country, was entered 
in 1949 and pushed to a conclusion in the 
following five years. 

Penyghent Pot is 1 ½ miles long and 525' deep, 
for many years the deepest cave in the British isles. 
It leads via a bewildering maze of passages and 12 
shafts to the bottom sump. The first 1,000' is a low 
wet crawl, awkward and freezing cold. You're 
wracked with cramp on the return through here 
and if you're unlucky and it rains hard, you can't 
getoutatall until the waters subside. The passages 
gradually increase in size and more water joins 
until finally a wide low river gallery is entered. The 
feeling of depth and isolation is very great in the 
dark gloomy passage, then in the distance a 

roaring noise can be heard. This is Niagara Pitch. 
Aptly named for the stream curls over the lip of a 
shaft and falls in an unbroken mass to the passage 
below. It's a daunting prospect but careful 
scrutiny will reveal a tricky climb downattheside. 
The waterfall brushes your back like some giant 
hand, but there's just sufficient room to pass. A 
deep breath and quick rush through the waterfall 
leads to the final passage and an inky black sump. 
This has been dived without success. 

Long wet and deep potholes were pushed at this 
time but another significant development was that 
of tight caves. Hitherto unthinkable squeezes 
were attempted and negotiated. Car Pot, the 
original 'tight cave' isan example. It contains what 
was at that time a new concept in possibility. It is 
very constricted horizontally and also has 
technical entries into the shaft heads, requiring all 
sorts of contortions before the ladders can be 
reached. Hammer Pot is in the same vein, it too 
being a guaranteed grade V 'thrutch'. Progress 
was only made by laboriously hammering 
projections from the walls. Potholes such as these 
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two paved the way for the modern horrors, which 
must surely represent the limitofwhatthehuman 
body can actually be forced into. Cool nerves as 
well as technical ability plays a part in forcing 
squeezes. The caver has to take progressively 
shallower breaths as he attempts to collapse his 
ribcage sufficient enough to wriggle a little 
further in. It takes great presence of mind not to 
panic as one probes an area that seems to awaken a 
deep-rooted fear of entombment. 

The next step came in the mid-sixties and 
continues. Rope ladders were cast off in favour of 
lightweight, all-metal electron ladders and nylon 
ropes and this contributed to development. But 
perhaps the biggest single stride forward was the 
wide acceptance of wetsuits. Previously only used 
for diving, they provided the almost perfect caving 
wear. Long periods of exposure to cold water were 
now acceptable and they are less restrictive in tight 
passages. This provided the key to longer, harder 
and a lot wetter trips, in relative comfort. 

In Yorkshire the prime movers in discovery 
were the University of Leeds Speleological 
Association or the U.L.S.A an abbreviation 
synonymous with hard caving. This team, often 
aided and abetted by the Happy Wanderers 
Pothole Club, were responsible for finding miles 
of class new caves and at a pace that few could 
match. They seemed to have an ability to sniff out 
virgin caves, but really their success formula was a 
scientific approach coupled to total dedication. 
The Leeds climbers seemed to benefit greatly 
from the same approach. At this time the other 
areas in Britain had a few discoveries to match 
those in the Northern Pennines, although South 
Wales Caving Club had a major find in Dan Yr 
Ogof; and from their Derbyshire base, the 
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somewhat ubiquitous Eldon Pothole Club were 
operating quite effectively. 

Today caving is a boom sport as many more 
people take up the sport. There is a healthy trend 
towards continual development in technique, but 
mainly equipment. It is superb lightweight gear 
that has been the catalyst to many discoveries. 
New lighting, protective clothing and tackle are all 
helping to push back the barriers. Single Rope 
Technique (S.R T.) has revolutionised deep 
caving by small teams, until presently the average 
caver has more of an appreciation of rope 
techniques than his climbing counterpart. Special 
prussicking ropes have been designed for caving 
and these are playing no small part in expedi tion 
type climbing. 

Several direct comparisons can be drawn 
between alpine climbing and caving. Safe 
descents require careful, mature judgement, 
sometimes snap decisions have to be made and, 
rememberonceyou're down the hard part begins : 
the long haul out. There is objective danger, 
whether it be loose rock, mud or the multitude of 
water hazards, waterfalls, sumps, flooding and the 
like. Also there is the time factor involved in a long 
trip. A descent of some of the more severe British 
caves such as l..angcliffe or Mossdale can involve 
up to 20 hours of continuous effort, where the 
caver has to draw on his reserves, both physical 
and mental. 

Mossdale is one of the country's more gruelling 
trips. It's a real soul-destroying horror show. The 
whole place conveys a feeling of dark oppression 
throughout the 6 mile length. Even the passage 
names suggest physical toil. Kneerecker, 
Oomagoolie, Rough, and Marathon Crawl. The 
very rock itself is black and non-reflective and 

throughout the whole system there is flood debris 
jammed in the roof, even in the large chambers. 
Water is the primary objective danger in 
Mossdale. The cave entrance is on Great 
Whemside and has a largecatchmentarea feeding 
it's river. At the onset of heavy rain all the 'peat 
groughs' channel water at amazing speed into 
Mossdale Beck, which sweeps down the hillside 
in a peaty brown bore. It swirls around and down 
the entrance to the caverns, sealing all the ways in 
and out, backing up to form a 30' deep lake. Pity 
the caver inside, for Mossdale floods from the 
entrance and all the passages trend downhill from 
there. In the mid 60's there was a tragic accident 
and 5 of Britain's finest young cavers were 
drowned by floodwater whilst exploring the 
Marathon Series. Their bodies are still there. 

In Marathon you have a real feeling of being 
hunted. You crawl as fast as you can through the 
body sized tube, which is floored hy gritstone. A 
small stream flows along. How could such an 
innocuous looking trickle threaten your life, but 
you know very well how and try not to dwell on it 
as you maintain speed, until you are forced by 
fatigue to lie still in the stream and rest. Then you 
hear the sound of your very existence, your own 
heartbeat amplified by the miserable little tube 
and played back to you, miles from the sunshine 
and the smell ofliving things. Ttmeto crawl as fast 
as you can again. 

Mossdale might be the caving equivalent of 
Alpine ED's, but as in climbing there are many 
delightfully enjoyable and classic trips, where 
nature adopts a more friendly guise. Easter Grotto 
in Easgill Caverns is decorated by such a 
profusion of formations in all shapes, sizes and 
colours, that they defy descriptions. You would 



have to make the pilgrimage yourself, but tread 
warily and carefully, for an unguarded movement 
can destroy thousands of years of development. In 
Easgill you will find tunnels that you can parade 
down line abreast, canals to swim, shafts to climb 
and crawls to struggle with. Indeed around every 
turn of the passage something new unfolds, and 
Easgill is full of twists and turns. 

Caves, as climbs, are all graded so that all 
requirements are catered for. What could be more 
delightful than a descent of Alum Pot via Long 
Churn Cave. A friendly stream flows down via a 
series of small shafts, the Dolly Tubs, and 
eventually emerges into the daylight shaft of 
Alum. A final descent from a massive jammed 
block leads to a rushing streamway. This is 
followed into a large chamber, which contains a 
waterfall coming in from Diccan Pot. The water 
disappears into a terminal sump. A trip that can be 
enjoyed by everyone and won't overtax anyone. 

In this article I have tried to convey a basic 
idea of what caving is about, so that possibly some 
readers will give it a try. It's not a world of dirty 
crawls, without interest, but something that can 
be hauntingly beautiful, savagely impressive or 
homely and on a human scale. One can feel wildly 
elated or incredibly depressed and weary. The 
much bantered phrase 'never again' is often 
uttered on emergence from some JO hour 
grueller, but time is a great mellower and sure 
enough, as in climbing, you go time and again. 
The thing about caves is that everything about 
them is in complete contrast to what can be seen 
above ground. This I think is one of the main 
caving attractions, but perhaps the real reason for 
going is that it is such unashamed good fun. Give 
it a try and see for yourself. 

Far Left: the 'sneaky climb', 11th pitch, Pen-y-Ghent Pot, Yorkshire. Left: a 'squeeze ', Sheepwash 
Swallet, Per,yfoot, Derbyshire. Left above: Single Rope Technique, c/imbingoutof Alum Pot, Yorkshire. 
Above: 'minaret 'passage in thestreamwayofSeries 3, Ogof Ffjmnon Ddu, South Wales. Below: the 'Big 
Chamber Near the Entrance', Series 2, OgofFJynnon Ddu. The three Series oJOFD total in excess o/20 
miles of passage with a maximum depth over 1,000ft. lt is themostextensivecavein Britain. Three other 
British caves systems exceed JO miles in length; Dan-yr-Ogof, Agen Allwedd (South Wales) and 
Lancaster-Easegill-Pippikin (Yorkshire). 



WHO'S YOUR FRIEND? 
Alec Sharp interviews Ray Jardine 

As a visitor to Yosemite my first glimpse of Ray 
Jardine was through the comments of other 
climbers concerning his routes. He practiced the 
moves I was told, he did the moves but rested on 
protection whenever he felt like it, he never did 
this route. Tales told by an idiot, full of sound and 
fury, signifying nothing? Not quite though, these 
were all good climbers, some of whom had 
repeated the odd Jardine route. The routes were 
hard, no doubt about it, and I heard stories of 
climbers bursting into tears at the top because 
the pain in theirarms was so great; so why did they 
denigrate the man? 

Jardine's style of climbing is different to that of 
most climbers but it does have the virtue of 
consistency. Others may scorn it, but it is 
important to remember that these climbs are 
some of the most difficult in Yosemite. New, bold 
ventures have often required novel or dubious 
tactics; Brown and Whillans' girdle of Dinas 
Cromlech brought the comment that any of the 
old timers could have done the route given the 
same proliferation of ropes and slings; Livesey 
practised many of the moves on Right Wall'from 
an abseil rope before leading it; Kauk and 
Clevenger repeated the Gunks' Supercrack, 
initially pulling the rope down after every attempt 
but eventually leaving it in place; Erickson went 

36 

back to Half Dome time after time despite his 
policy ofleaving climbs alone once he had fallen. 
Maybe the tactics left something to be desired, but 
we're talking about vision, about new ideas of 
possibilities. At least the end result of Jardine's 
efforts is a free climb, no yoyos or rests, which is 
more than can be said for some of the repeats ofhis 
routes. 
I was intrigued by this man, hidden from view 
behind a wall of rumour. Much of the con
descending talk could be ignored as ego defence, 
the attempts of other good climbers to elevate 
themselves to a superior position, and there were 
obvious qualities that appealed to me. I'm more 
interested in a person's vision, his ideas and 
desires, than in his technical ability, and whatever 
his ability, Jardineobviouslyhad vision and ideas. 
Guaging the importance of a climber in the 
microcosm of the climbing world is a matter of 
cause and effect; look at the effect and it will tell 
you about the cause. 

Jardine' s effect is twofold. He has firstly opened 
a new concept in what is possible in crack 
climbing. Kauk and Wunsch did that too, but with 
Jardine the realisation is more accessible, and he 
has a greater number of these "desperates" to his 
name. The second aspect of his effect concerns the 
protection he designed, the Friends. Probably the 

most discussed facet of rock climbing in the past 
year, they seem to be even more divisive than 
chalk. What I like about the controversy is that 
whereas with chalk, opponents could hide their 
competitive motives under the mantles of 
environmental preservations and the rights of 
others not to be forced to climb by chalk marks, 
with Friends the issue is totally competitive. After 
all they leave no trace of their passage. Naturally 
this leads to a slight regret sometimes, since it is 
now possible to protect otherwise very bold leads 
that were previously done unprotected, but we 
had this effect in the past when good nuts came 
onto the market, and then again when small wires 
were developed. Jardine professes to be totally 
disinterested in the entire controversy; he 
invented the Friends for his own use and, aside 
from the business aspect, he doesn't care what 
people think. 

As I said, I was intrigued by the man, and I 
admired his ability to continue doing as he pleased 
in the face of controversy and criticism, so I wrote 
to him in Colorado Springs to ask if I might 
interview him. Within three days he had phoned 
and offered to drive up to Boulder for the 
interview, but we compromised and met in 
Denver two days later. Jardine is quite big and 
gives a distinct impression of solidity. He seems 



Left: Ray Jardine on Hangdog Flyer, Yosemi1e. 
Right: Jardine on Ros/rum Crack. below him some 
1,500ft of exposure. Pho/as: Bill Wood. 

almost like a bear; certainly he did the one time I 
saw him in Yosemite with his shaggy hair and 
beard. As to actual figures, he is six feet tall and 
weighs 175 to 180 pounds. 

It seems that many of the best climbers are in 
their late twenties and early thirties - look at 
Livesey and Whillance, and Jardine joins the club 
with his age of thirty. Youth has its fling, but by the 
time a man approaches thirty he knows what he 
wants from life, and if it is climbing, then he can 
approach it with greater devotion and dedication 
than could many a younger man. 

A friendly man, Jardine laughs a lot and is easy 
to get on with. He exudes a sense of security, and 
that is one part of him that I very much admired. 
He is secure enough in himself that he can 
continue to climb in his own style despite 
criticism; he can go back on climbs that seem 
impossible, time after time until he finally 
achieves success. It seemed that he had no 
pyschological need to see his name and ideas in 
print through an interview, and yet he had been 
perhaps even keener than I was for the interview to 
take place. I could only think he wanted publicity 
for the Friends, in order to sell more, and when I 
asked, he admitted there was some truth to this. 
Whether it will or not, I don't know, but at least 
this interview will show some more of the man 
behind these controversial devices. 

A.S. Where did you start climbing? 
R.J. I started in the Tetons; ended up there after 
high school. I was working up at Yellowstone, and 
went down to the Tetons climbing every weekend. 
I had a friend who was really keen on climbingand 
he wanted me to go with him. He finally dragged 
me down there, and I remember rappelling just 
scared me to death. I swore I'd never do that again, 
it scared me so badly. 
A.S. If you decided at that point to give up, what 
made you change your mind and keep going? 
R.J. I did give up actually. I climbed for the rest of 
the summer in the Tetons, just mountaineering 
stuff, then I went away to college for four years and 
didn't even see a piece of rock or mountain, or 
anything except books, but all the time I was 
developing an interest in climbing somehow. It 
was more an athletic interest that hadn't found a 
medium, so then I decided I wanted to come to 
Colorado for the mountaineering. 
A.S. What college were you at? 
R.J. It was a place in California called Northrop 
Institute of Technology; it's an engineering 
school. I studied aerospace engineering. 
A.S. Why didn't you pursue that as a career? 
R.J. I did for a while. I worked as an aerospace 
engineer for three and a half years in Denver, in 
space flights mechanics. I was climbing an 
increasing amount the more I worked there, and I 
finally moved up to the mountains and climbed 
every day. At the time Eldorado Canyon was an 
intimidating place - you'd read in the guidebook 
that you had to bea superb climber to go there, but 
I met this friend who decided to take me climbing 

there, and that was really the turning point. I 
realised then that lcouldgoclimbingin Eldorado. 
This was in 1967. I remember the first climb I did 
in Eldorado was the Bastille Crack, and the guy 
who took me there led me up the thing. I sincerely 
thought "lfl can ever lead this I will really be good" 
- I couldn't even conceive of leading that thing. 
A.S. Was your climbing improvement a gradual 
progression or was there a sudden jump in 
standard? 
R.J. Well, I started with the Bastille Crack at 5.7, 
and I got up to 5.9 in about a year and a half in 
Eldorado, butwedidalotofdirectaid. When I quit 
my job as an engineer with my climbing partner, 
Kris Walker, we decided we were going to quit our 
jobs and just go climbing every day in Eldorado; 
so we took the blue guidebook and checked the 
routes off one after the other. We did most of the 
classics, I think we did all but one or two in that old 
blue guide, at least on Redgarden Wall. 
A.S. What prompted you to go out to Yosemite? 
R.J. Bigger and better things I suppose. The big 
move from Eldorado Canyon to Yosemite. We 
were into direct aid, and if you want to do bigger 
walls you go out to Yosemite. I went out to try and 
do the Nose - l'd done the Diamond eight times 

before that and I felt fairly competent on rock, 
confident anyway, and I went out and took one 
look at El Cap and decided, Man, I'm in the wrong 
'place.' (laughter) Well, we tried it, we did a couple 
ofgrade5'sand then tried theNose,gotalittleway 
up then decided to come down. I went back the 
next year with Bill Forrest and we did the Nose in a 
five day epic, although we had a good time. After 
that I think I just decided it would be a good place 
to stay, just camping out, the valley squalor. That 
was 1969 I think. 
A.S. So Yosemite is your main area. What about 
the other climbing areas? 
R.J. What other places are there? (laughter) I'm 
basically sedate. 
A.S. How did you come to think of Friends? 
R.J. We're getting into it now aren't we? It wasn't 
that easy. The question reminds me of a friend of 
mine, Wer~er Braun. He told me that the night 
before he actually saw a Friend for the first time, he 
had a dream in which he saw the thing like it really 
is. For me it wasn't quite that way (laughter). I 
wish it had been, but I had to work on that thing for 
quite a few years; it was pretty much just a logical 
engineering evolvement. The Friends on the 
market are eighth generation. I was lucky because 
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"there's a big thing about how I do climbs. 
Who cares? I don't care and I don't see why 
anyone else should." 

Bill Forrest is a real good friend of mine and he let 
me use all his tools to make these things. 
A.S. Were they a response to new routes, or did 
you start doing new routes because of the better 
protection you could now get? 
R.J. We really wanted to do the Nose in a day, and 
that was a long time ago, before anyone else had 
really thought of doing something like that, and I 
wanted somthing that would go in really fast. The 
Friends initially started out for that one climb. We 
almost did it too - we got up to Camp 4, where it 
rained for three and a half hours; we made it to 
Camp 5 before it got dark. Then the next year 
Bridwell did it. Friends were used for climbing in 
general; at the time I wasn't thinking of doing 
harder routes. I was just thinking of developing 
some better protection. 
A.S. What grade of free climbing were you doing 
at that time? 
R.J. 5.10 I guess. 
A.S. How did people accept Friends when you 
first started using them? 
R.J. I had Friends for about six years before they 
came out commercially - they came out last 
spring. No-one saw them in those early days. My 
climbing partners were sworn to secrecy - I'd 
march my partner to the rock at gun point and 
make him swear not to say a word! We used to 
carry the Friends under our shirts on a gear sling 
and we'd reach under there, pull out a sling and 
slap it in the crack very quickly so no-one could see 
it. This went on for six years so we got really good 
at hiding them. The Friends were for my own 
climbing, that was all. I had no notion of ever 
selling them - I didn't think anyone would buy 
them for one thing. I knew I liked them and they 
were just for my own climbing. I thought if 
someone else saw them they'd go rushing out and 
make them and sell them themselves. 
A.S. A lot of people criticize Friends because they 
make climbing too easy. 
R.J. Sure. 
A.S. How do you react to that criticism? 
R.J. I don't really. You see, that's a hard question 
because I don't really care. I developed the 
Friends for my hobby, and I've developed them to 
the point where I'm happy with them, and that's 
all they're there for. If somebody else doesn't like 
them, that's okay with me 
A.S. Climbing is traditionally about the risk 
factor, whereas Friends reduce or even eliminate 
that from many crack climbs now. 
R.J. I don't think you can make a statement like 
that. It seems to me that the Friends might 
enhance one's safety if one was climbing a crack 
(laughter), but they're not going to make it safe. 
There are a million things that could happen. 
A.S. You're far less likely to fall long distances. 
R.J. Not necessarily. Say you had a rack of nuts 
and you're climbing a really parallel sided crack; 
you look up there and just don't see any protection 
possibilities so you're going to have second 
thoughts about the whole thing. Subconsciously 
it's going to hold you back, you're not going to put 
out your best, but with Friends you're going to get 
higher because your mind will let you go up there 
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because you're a little more certain to get 
something in. People certainly didn't have too 
much trouble climbing before the Friends came 
out. 
A.S. Could you say something about how you 
actually do these hard new routes, because there's 
some controversy about this . 
R.J. For some strange reason there's a big thing 
about how I do climbs. Who cares? I don't care 
and I don't see why anyone else should. If a 
person's out there doing his own climbs what 
should anyone care? It seems ridiculous, but I'll 
be glad to say how I do the climbs (laughter). 
Climbers aren't really together on what is right 
and what is wrong although I think we're getting 
closer, but this is the way I look at it. My first rule of 
thumb is that the protection cannot be weighted 
on a pitch. In other words, if you pull on it or put 
your weight on it then it's no longer a free climb. I 
like to think that if! can get up the pitch without 
weighting any of the protection then I've freed the 
thing. If I have to hang on something, or have a 
little tension, or fall off, then I didn't free it. Now 
you }Jave a flashed ascent and a free ascent - if 
you've never tried a route before and you climb 
right to the top without weighting any of the pro, 
then that's a flashed ascent and a free ascent. Fora 
free ascent you may have taken several falls in the 
past, but if on this ascent you get to the top without 
weighting any of the pro then it's a free ascent. 
That eliminates yoyoing; if there are two guys and 
one of them goes up, puts a few things in then falls 
off, and the other guy ties into the rope, gets a Ii ttle 
higher and so on, then in my mind that's not a free 
climb because you're weighting the protection 
each time a guy lowers off. I don'tlike to do routes 
that way. It's a problem becauseifyou'reclimbing 
something harder than you've ever climbed 
before, how are you going to flash that thing. You 
can't. Maybe next year someone will do it, but 
when you're trying no-one's ever done it. You 
can't do it - if you could then it wouldn't be the 
hardest thing you'd ever done, and that's what 
we're talking about. Somewhere on that pitch 
you're going to fall off. What are you going to do 
when you fall off? You've weighted the pro and in 
my mind that piece has got to come out, and 
you've got to start all over again. I usually take the 
easiest approach, which is to stay right there when 
I fall off and somehow get to the top, and I cross 
out that particular attempt. I call it working on a 
route. 
A.S. So you might rest on five nuts, come back 
another time and rest on three, then come back 
again and rest on one, then finally climb it free? 
R.J. Yes. Now I'm not saying that that's the right 
way to do it, but I'm saying that all I want is a 
chance at the very beginning to free that pitch 
without weighting any pro, so when I come back 
the next time all the gear is gone, except for the 
fixed stuff, whatever that might be, and I've got a 
fresh chance to try and free it. That's the way I did a 
lot of those routes, I just kept working on them, a 
little better each time, and eventually the day 
comes when I get to the top without falling off, and 
that's what I call a free ascent. A lot wentinto it, but 

that is the nature of difficult free climbing in this 
day and age. 
A.S. What was your most difficult new route and 
how long did you work on it? 
R.J. I'm going to get myself in trouble! The route 
was Phoenix and we worked on it for quite a while. 
A.S. How many attempts? 
R.J. (laughter) I freed i ton my fourteenth attempt. 
I found the thing with binoculars one day and 
went back and told John Lakey, my climbing 
partner. I said "John, I've finally found the climb 
we can't do. No-one will ever do this route, it'sjust 
too much." So thatmeantof course that we had to 
go and start working on it. We rappelled down 
from the top and spent a day cleaning the usual 
lichen off the sides. I rappelled down as far as I 
thought I could climb back out someday and 
nailed in a station right there, a hanging belay. In 
fact it was just below the traverse, which is the 
crux. I thought at the time that the lower section 
would never go; it just never occurred to me that it 
would go free, so we took a hanging belay. We 
worked for qui tea while and finally freed it clear to 
the top. and said "Oh boy, 5.12, really hard 5.12!" 
It was supposed to be a joyous occasion, a first 
ascent and all that, then John came up and I said, 
"John, we didn't do it." He said, "What do you 
mean, we didn't do it?" so I said, "I bet you 
someday someone will do the first thirty feet. We 
should at least try it before we say this is a route." 
He couldn't quite agree but I insisted so we went 
back next day and tried the lower section. Surpri
singly enough it turned out to be at least a little bit 
feasible so we started all over again right from the 
bottom. The first thirty feet of the Phoenix is a very 
interesting section; it's thirty feet of 5.11 moves. 
There's not a move on it except the first one that's 
not 5.11 and there are no rests. I'm not trying to 
make it sound like it was a really big deal, but it was 
hard. By the time you got to our belay up there you 
were totally wiped out, and now, being totally 
pumped, you have to do a 5.12, and that' s why the 
Phoenix was so hard. The Phoenix is the hardest 
thing I've everdone-there'sone5.10moveabout 
two thirds of the way up the climb, and that's the 
easiest move on it. 
A.S. You go back and repeat these hard routes 
don't you? 
R.J. Yes, except for Phoenix. I went back to that 
about a week later but I couldn't even do the first 
moves. A lot of the ability is psychological, and 
when you finally break through and free a route 
you don't have the drive you used to have. I've had 
a lot of difficulty in repeating routesjust because of 
that. I've done all those routes a whole bunch of 
times now - I've probably done Separate Reality 
thirty or fourty times,just because I enjoy doing it. 
A.S. How many routes do you do in a day to be 
able to do all that? 
R.J. We did three5.12 routesinadayonetime. We 
did Tales of Power, which I haven't done but I've 
followed it, and Separate Reality, then we went 
down and did Crimson Cringe - it got dark on us 
on the last part. I like to do these 5.12 routes, !just 
like to climb 5.12, so I've done most of them 
several times, except Phoenix and Owl Roof. To 



Right: Ray Jardine outside the Jat:to,y where 
Friends are made in £yam, Derbyshire. 

me, if you're a gymnast - I used to be a gymnast at 
school and college level which is why I refer to that 
- then you strive to get as close to perfection as 
possible. It's not a matter of getting through a 
routine, or getting to the top of a climb, it's how 
well can you do it, how can you refine it? To me 
that's whati t'sallabout - how well can you refine a 
free climb that's really hard? You do it many, 
many times, trying to maximise your perfor
mance. A first ascent i sjust concerned with getting 
to the top, but when I go back I like to just be 
proficient at it. I'm trying to improve my free 
climbing skills, and there's no better place to do it 
than working on those really hard climbs. 
A.S. Could you say something about your other 
routes, such as the Rostrum Roof, Elephant' s 
Eliminate and Owl Roof? 
R.J. When we did the Phoenix I'd been climbing 
5.12 for about three and a half months, almost 
four, doing nothing but 5.12s. At the time I was in 
the best shape I've ever been in, so I went and 
started working on the Rostrum Roof,and I think I 
tried it five times before I got it. That thing is hard 
because it's intimidating; it's about 1500 feet up 
above the ground, but we rappelled down from the 
top. It's the last pitch of the normal route - itsortof 
angles out so you' re not fifteen feet from the wall , 
you can touch the wall with your foot when you 
have your hands over the lip. You're not tired by 
the time you get to the lip, that's not the problem, 
but above that is ninety feet of severely 
overhanging one inch finger crack. You' re 1500 
feet above the ground and it becomes a mind 
problem. John Bachar came up to me and he said 
"Jardine, you didn't do that. I was down there 
today and I got to the lip but I didn't do it, and 
there's no way you could have done it." I said 
"John, did you decide that because it was too 
hard?" and he said "No, wasn't hard, it was just 
scary." (laughter) And that's exactly the problem, 
it's just terrifying. There are two different cruxes 
on it, and one of them is just over the lip so that 
when you fall off you hit your shin on the lip and it 
hurts so badly! I did that about three times. You 
just don't want to push it - it's not that its hard, it' s 
just in such a ridiculous place. It's the hardest 
thing I've done psychologically. I was in shape, I 
was in the best shape I've been in my whole life. 

Elephant's Eliminate is way over to the right of 
Elephant Rock. It' s a big roof that sticks out, not 
quite as big as Separate Reality, and it has a flared 
crack in it, really flared. I think the thing had never 
been done before because you can't get nuts in it. 
There was a bong out about as faras you can reach, 
which we took out. Friends barely hang in there, 
it's so flared. I fell off a bunch of times but the 
Friends held . You can get out to the lip and you 
invert; there's a bomber hand jam right at the lip, 
and a bucket, but you're really tired by the time 
you get out there, so you invert, putyourlegs in the 
crack above you and get heeltoes, and lock your 
legs. It's very flared but you can get very good heel 
and toe locks so you hang upside down on those to 
rest your arms. I attempted the route and got to 
this position five times before I did the route. The 
crux is above, it' s just a horribly flared nothing. 

You bring your feet down and draw them up by 
your hands and try to go for these really flared 
finger jams - there' sa fingercrack in the back, with 
long reaches. It' s just really hard. 

Owl Roofisan upsidedownoffwidth5.12 if you 
can imagine that. You fist jam out as far as you can 
then from the last fist jam you get out as far as 
possible and lock in the offwidth position, then 
bring your foot out and slot it straight up above 
you and then go offwidth around the lip. Oh Gads, 
that was hard. I worked on that until I was blue in 
the face, I worked on that more than any other 
route I think. I'm wide so I can't squeeze in there. 
Dale Bard and Ron Kauk did it on their first day 
although theytookalotoffallson it. All the rest of 
the routes I want to go back and do again, but not 
the Owl Roof, that' s too much work. 
A.S. How do you find out where all these new 
routes are? 
R.J. You live there and you do a lot of scoping 
out, becoming familiar with the place. I spend 
some time with binoculars, kicking around and 
looking for routes. That' s half the difficulty of a 
new route, finding the thing. 
A.S. To get back to Friends, what about the ethical 
aspects of climbing wide cracks with a Friend that 
you can keep pushing above your head? 

R.J. What is the ethical problem with that? 
A.S. You're effectively toproping. 
R.J. No, you're not. Toproping is when you have 
somebody above you. Suppose you're on a big 
mountain, and you've got a wide crack above you. 
You're not toproping, it'sjusta technique one can 
use which works. I don't think that's toproping. 
A.S. It does mean you can never fall. 
R.J. That's not toproping, that's just really good 
protection. Toproping is when you have some
body above you which is obviously not possible 
on a big mountain. A wide crack with a Friend 
above your head all the time is possible. 
A.S. Do you climb slabs much? 
R.J. Only when I have to. 
A.S. Do you feel satisfied by your new routes 
when others criticize your style? 
R.J. When I'monaclimb, tryingtodoafreeascent 
of a route, I'm not thinking of what other people 
will think. I'm not out doing it to get the credit for 
it; it's a personal thing for me. I'm out there doing 
it to get my body up the darned thing, and so when 
I finally do a free ascent of a route that somehow 
satiates whatever it is in me that's got the lust for 
maximum difficulty. And that's that; I don't care 
even if someone else says, "Oh, I did the first ascent 
of that". Fine, go ahead. One thing did bother me 
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one time; Mountain Magazine published a thing 
that said Ray Jardine has done the Phoenix and 
Hangdog and some other stuff, but a lot of local 
climbers question his ethics, saying that he used 
free climbing siege tactics. That bothered me for a 
while - somebody says something about you it 
doesn't matter, but when you see it printed it's 
different. This is a fact! I was going 'What is free 
siegeclimbing?What have I done?' (laughter)So I 
went around asking people "What is free siege 
climbing?" Whoever wrote that thought that I left 
my ropes on the climb at the end of the day,and left 
all the gear in. We clean our routes out after every 
attempt, except for the fixed pro. But now I don't 
care, I'm into climbing for climbing, I love to 
climb. 
A.S. What sort of training do you do? 
R.J. Potato chips and cookies. The important 
thing is your weight to strength ratio (laughter). 
Lewis Carrol said in Through the Looking Glass, 
"it's a very strange place; it takes all the running 
you can do to stay in the same place." That's about 
where I'm at with training - I've got to train all the 
time just to stay where I am. It doesn't make me 
any better; if! stopped I'd drop down to about5.10 
I do pull ups, running, and push ups, a hundred 
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pull ups a day and thirty miles ofrunninga week. I 
can usually do a one arm pull up. I don't consider 
myself really strong; my forte is being able to hang 
on a long time in difficult cracks. 
A.S. How many pull ups do you do when you're 
fit? 
R.J. When I'm fit I can probably do a hundred pull 
ups in three sets. When I'm climbing well a typical 
day in Yosemite might be like this; getup, do a few 
stretches, have some coffee, rack up and go 
climbing, come back later in the afternoon, tired, 
go bouldering for an hour, an hour and a half, 
then go over and crank off a hundred pull ups, and 
go running after that. A little more stretching and 
it's way after dark by now. That goes on day after 
day. 
A.S. How good are you at bouldering? 
R.J. Very, very poor. I don't push myself on the 
boulders - I go bouldering for the exercise, to 
strengthen particular areas of the body, but I'm 
not into bouldering to get up certain problems, I 
just go for the workout. I've never really become 
very good at bouldering although I'd like to be. 
A.S. How about solo climbing? Have you done 
much? 
R.J. The last solo that I did was the Royal Arches. I 

Left: a line of Friends leads to Jardine, pitch 3, 
Crimson Cringe, Yosemite. Photo: Mark Vallance. 

slipp~d off this slab at the top and almost fell down 
the entire route, and I started thinking that if I 
spend a lot of time soloing then the chances of 
dying are much higher and eventually it may catch 
up with you; so I quitsoloingafterthatforthe most 
part. 
A.S. That brings me to my next question. Have 
you ever come close to death apart from that? 
R.J. Oh yes, many times. I've had a coupleofreally 
close calls with rockfall, but one of the more 
dubious experiences was when I jumped off El 
Cap with my hang-glider. (laughter) 
A.S. I want to ask you more about that later. What 
otherareas have you climbed in besides Yosemite 
and Britain? 
R.J. Nowhere seriously. Eldorado, the Diamond, 
stuff in Colorado, the Devil's Tower. There are 
challenges everywhere you go. Yosemite's not the 
only place to climb - everywhere you go is 
fascinating, with good climbing. 
A.S. How did you like Britain when you were over 
there? 
R.J. I had a fantastic time, really good. I meta lot of 
climbers over there, did a lot of the climbs -
nothing really hard, just a lot of the old classics. I 
was very impressed with the standard of climbing 
there, and the standards of the climbs. People 
were really hospitable, showed me around, and a 
lot of people spent a lot of time showing me the 
routes. 
A.S. Hoping you'd fail! 
R.J. Yes. (laughter) Oh boy, let me tell you. I was 
sandbagged more than once over there. 
A.S. Tell be about London Wall. 
R.J. (laughter) Here we go, I knew this was 
coming! I tried London Wall once and failed - I 
left the country the next day! I almost got up the 
thing, but it got dark and I ran out of gear and I was 
hanging around too much. I wasn't doing a very 
good ascent ofit- I took a couple of falls. 
A.S. You did a new route on grit didn't you? 
R.J. Yes, on the Baldstones, over by Hen Cloud. 
You climb up a little way to this roof - you reach 
out as far as you can and that's where the crack 
starts. It's flared so no-one had ever been able to 
get a nut in, but I had the Friends (laughter) so I 
just stepped right and proceeded to thrash and 
dangle for a while. I went back eight different 
times, and I finally got it. It was hard. 
A.S. What climbers that you've met have 
impressed you? 
R.J. I don't know. I don't look at climbing that 
way. I'm not impressed by what people do; I'm 
not impressed by what I do or by what anyone else 
does. It probably sounds a little corny, but I just 
like to go climbing. That's about as far as it goes 
really. 
A.S. You mentioned doing the Nose. What other 
big walls have you done? 
R.J. I went through a period of a couple of years 
when I did some of the easier routes, but I'm not 
into hard aid. You have to draw the line 
somewhere. 

A.S. Have you done any ice climbing? 
R.J. Not a lot. I did some in 1969, dabbled with it; 
we went down to Peru and did some climbs there 



and nearly got wiped off the face of the Earth by an 
avalanche. I decided I'd better get on rock again! 
I've specialised, I don't desire to do every aspect of 
climbing. I'm interested in mountaineering, but 
not enough to make it my goal. 
A.S. To get on to another subject completely, I'm 
told you are very religious. 
R.i Yes, I'm a Christian and my faith in the Lord 
is the most important thing in my life. I believe the 
Bible is for real; it's an incredible book. My 
relationship with God and with Jesus Christ is 
absolutely responsible for everything - the 
Friends, the climbing. He's given me a level head 
to where I don't quit when I fall off for the twenty 
second time. I think a person can do anything 
better when his head is in a good place with the 
Lord. 
A.S. Spirituality is normally associated with the 
mountains - you read it in so much of the 
climbing literature, but you seem more interested 
in short vicious problems. 
R.J. Yes, but this is a very spiritual experience 
also. Climbing for me is not a mystical experience 
in which I go to Yosemite - the big gymnasium -
to seek Truth. Rather, having found Truth in the 
Holy Bible, I go to the short hard climbs of 
Yosemite to have a good time. Having found 
Truth in the person ofJesus Christ I can focus my 
energies on climbing or engineering or hang
g)iding. 
A.S. Why do climbers like Kor and Sorenson turn 
to religion? 
R.J. I think it's true not only of climbing, but of 
anything. It's not the level you get to but it's being 
out there, in it, that brings you to a point where 
you've got to face reality. When a person gets old 
he;s faced with the reality of, 'Okay, I can't put it 
off.' I think that if the religious urge is in 
somebody, when they're faced with it, it'll come 
out. I think climbing does that, and I think racing 
automobiles does it too. 
A.S. You think the risk factor is involved; that the 
reason people turn to religion is that they're going 
to die? 
R.J. That's nottheonlyreason by any means, but I 
think it's a real good one, I really do. 
A.S. What is the importance of climbing in your 
life? 
R.J. Lust for maximum difficulty, like I said. 
That's just what it is really. It's a personal thing for 
me; I want to push the limits, I want to push as 
hard as I possibly can somewhere, and crack 
climbing just happens to be it. It's not 
competition; it's just that if I find a crack that's 
hard, I want to get up it. I feel that ifl can get up a 
climb the first time I try it then it's not hard 
enough. I feel satisfied if I've tangled with a thing 
for weeks and I finally get it; I feel good about it 
A.S. Tell be about your hang-gliding off El Cap. 
R.J. Make sure the names are changed! It's really 
funny, it's illegal to do that, but I had always had it 
in my mind that someday I'd like to try hang
g)iding, and someday I'd like to jump off El Cap, 
just because I've climbed it a lot of times and I 
wanted to see it right up close. One night I put the 
hang-glider over my shoulder, took a flashlight in 
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one hand, and hiked up from Tamarack Flat by 
myself(laughter). I had about eighty pounds over 
my shoulder I guess. I spent all night dragging that 
thing through the trees; it's a thick forest and it's 
not funny when the path makes a turn and your 
hang-glider is twenty foot long. You're all by 
yourself in the middle of the night and the trait's 
not that easy to follow anyway. An hour before I 
got to the top my flashlight went out (laughter); it 
was intense. I got to the top an hour before the sun 
came up, so I pulled the hang-glider apart and 
rolled up in it - made a sleeping bag out of it 
(laughter). It was pretty cold up there. 

I made the mistake of putting my glider up fairly 
near the top because it was steep downhill and I 
though I could take off there. About the time I got 
everything ready the wind started blowing down 
the slope which meant the wind was coming from 
behind. First thing in the morning the cool air 
flows down into the Valley, much the same as 
water flowing over an edge. I knew it was going to 
be there but it was really severe that day, about ten 
miles an hour - your take off speed is about 
eighteen, so in that wind you'd have to run twenty 
eight miles an hour. You can't do it, so I looked all 
over the place; I went down to the edge, but the top 
ofEI Cap slopes and is rounded so there's no way I 
could have jumped off. I spent an hour and a half 
up there looking for a place and finally found a 
spot. It turned out to be the top of the Dawn Wall 
and I could get right to the edge, except there was 
this big boulder right behind me and I couldn't 
quite squeeze the kits in behind it. The wind was 
blowing from behind and ifit had picked up the 
kite and I'd been strapped in, I'd have gone over 
the edge and that would have been the end. A 
three thousand foot drop to my death. So I 
couldn't clip in to the kite because the wind was 
trying to rip it over the edge. Anyway, I finally got 
the glider to the edge but I couldn't pick it up 
because the minute I picked it up it was going to 
blow right over the edge. lfI had caught a wing tip 
on take off, that would have been it - the glider 
would have inverted and I'd have lost control. 
A.S. Why didn't you wait for another day? 
R.J. I thought I could do it, although it's the most 
dangerous thing I've ever done in my whole life. I 
can't really make a big issue ofit because it's illegal 
and it's dangerous, but for me it was something I 
wanted to do. Two hours later the sun warms the 
valley air and stops the dangerous sink, but by 
then the Rangers are all out and about. 

The glider was right on the edge and my toes 
were hanging over, but I couldn't get the glider 
round because of the boulder behind me. I took a 
deep breath and clipped in and just dived off really 
quickly. I did a nose·dive straight down; I had to 
pull thenoseofthegliderin to build up airspeed. It 
was incredible; I'll never do it again! I dropped 
about a hundred feet before I pulled out of the 
dive, and my stomach went to my throat. 

I had a nice ride after that, flying back and 
forth across El Cap - I couldn't believe how big it 
was. I got down to the level ofEl Cap Tower where 
there were some guys bivouacing, and I made a 
close pass - "Hey, you turkeys!" (laughter), then I 

was getting pretty low so I headed out to the 
meadow, where there were three people down 
there to help. I had them all trained beforehand 
how to tear it apart as fast as possible. One of the 
Rangers drove past when we were carrying it 
through the fields but he left, so we got the kite on 
top of the car and were just driving off when a 
Ranger came up flashing lights- "All right, we saw 
you do it." "Do what?" They hadn't seen me land, 
but they knew I flew. I was caught but they 
couldn't quite prove it so I wasn't nailed for it; It 
would have been a fairly serious offence I think. I 
certainly wouldn't advise anyone to jump of El 
Cap with a hang-glider. 
A.S. What other similar exploits have you done? 
R.J. I've done all kinds of outrageous flights- I'm 
known in hang-gliding cricles as being a renegade 
pilot. When it comes to hang-gliding I'll pretty 
much go for it. The thing that I've wanted to do 
most of all is fly of Pikes Peak (in Colorado), but I 
was caught by the police up there setting up my 
kite and they threw me out of the area. It's a fairly 
dangerous flight so it's illegal. 
A.S. Have you flown off the Diamond? 
R.J. I'd never fly off there. When you get into 
hang-gliding you find out about air currents, and 
around Long's Peak there's some bad air. Besides, 
can you imagine carrying the glider to the top? 
Outside of hang-gliding I can't think of anything 
special; I'm real mellow. When I get clipped into a 
hang-glider I just go nuts, but the rest of the time 
I'm very docile. (laughter) 
A.S. What do you think the future ofrock climbing 
holds? 
R.J. I think it's very bright; I think it's becoming 
more exciting all the time. I don't think we're 
peaking by any means; I think we'rejuststartingas 
far as free climbing potential goes. Free climbing 
or aid climbing. We've just begun to push some of 
the big routes free - there's a lot of things we can't 
even touch now, butfiveortenyearsdownthe line 
they'll be standard course. How many routes on 
the Diamond are free now?Quitea few. The same 
thing is going to happen on the big walls in 
Yosemite, and then later on everywhere else. I 
think we're just scratching the surface of free 
climbing potential. I think technology is going to 
bring us into this more and more. 
A.S. You can have technology like Friends in 
cracks, but what about on slabs and crackless 
walls? 
R.J. Friends are not the only thing possible. There 
are all kinds of possibilities; in my mind they're all 
clear. 
A.S. Would you like to say something about 
them? 
R.J. No! (laughter) I'll get myself out on a limb. 
There's lots of potential for developing new 
climbing gear which will enhance rock climbing. 
I'm working on several new things. The next 
project I'm working on is a grappling hook-it'll be 
really lightweight and strong, and the arms will 
spring out automatically (Joke). I've got all kinds 
of stuff in the works. 
A.S. What ideas do you have for your future? 
R.J. Someday I'd like to get real good at free 
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climbing. I'm serious! I'd like to get as good at free 
climbingas a really good gymnast is at gymnastics, 
ora really good ballet dancer is at ballet,and we're 
a long way from that right now. 
A.S. You'll have to do more than a hundred pull 
ups a day. 
R.J. Not necessarily. Look at the free climbing 
that was done in England fifteen or twenty years 
ago. Those guys didn't have nearly the technology 
we have, and I'm not talking about Friends, but 
they were doing hard routes, they were strong. I 
don't think climbers are getting that much 
stronger; they're getting way better than they ever 
used to be but I don't think it's a matterofstrength. 
Look at gymnastics fifteen years ago; the 
gymnasts now aren't that much stronger than they 
were then, but they're way better now. Why? Wno 
knows, it's hard to figure out why, but it's not a 
matter of strength. I think you need strength, but I 
don't think having more of it is going to be the 
critical factor of advancement. 
A.S. What other ideas do you have outside 
climbing? 
R.J. I don't know, I've never really thought about 
it. I want to go to the Valley this spring, but that's 
about as far ahead as I've figured. 
A.S. What sort of work do you do to support 
yourself while you're climbing seven months a 
year? 
R.J. I do odds and ends,just likeanybodyelsewho 
climbs seven months a year. You don't spend 
much money in the Valley. 
A.S. What about money from your Friends? 
R.J. Friends really caught on quickly. We're 
selling quite a few but we're not making any profit. 
They're expensive to make - in one Friend there 
are over twenty five parts and over one hundred 
machining and assembly operations; they're 
extremely expensive to make. The first eight 
months they were on the market I subsidised the 
whole thing by selling them cheap; I didn't make 
anything off them. I've raised the prices just 
recently just so I can have a business, but we're not 
making money on them. Look atajumar; a pair of 
ju mars sells for fifty or sixty dollars. Compare the 
difference in how hard it is to make a Friend over 
how hard it is to make a ju mar. Right now the 
Friends are a really good deal. 
A.S. What sizes of Friends do you have 
personally? 
R.J. I've got half sizes, and I've got a number 
seventeen - it fits a back and foot chimney! 
(laughter) No, I have a four, which is four inches. 
Otherwise it's taking a nice thing to absurb limits, 
really small and really big. The smallest size is a 
number one - I've made them smaller but I wasn't 
happy with them. The expansion ratio ofthecam 
on a Friend is sixty seven percent, so when we're 
talking about 67 percent of two inches, that's okay, 
but when we're talking about 67. percent of a 
quarter of an inch, that's not very much, it's not 
really going to cam. We're handling that by other 
methods though. 
A.S. Are they going to be cam type nuts? 
R.J. We're treading on difficult ground. 
(laughter). I really can't say too much. There's 
good prospects for the new things to come. 
A.S. When will they be out? 
R.J. It took me six years to make the Friends, so 
another six years and we might have something 
else! 

SUMMARY 
An interview with one of Arnerica:s leading 

developers of free rock climbing, Ray Jardine, 
who invented and perfected the variable cam 
protection devices, Friends. 
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A FRIEND IN NEED 
Eric Perlman discusses the history, 
construction and use of Friends. 

Climbing hardware is clumsy, heavy, awkward 
to carry, and exhausting to place and remove. 
Every di mber knows the frustration of standing in 
a tentative toe jam, one hand slotted to the 
knuckles in a greasy crack ... pumped ... fading ... 
while the other hand desperately pulls out hexes 
and stoppers in a doomed effort to protect a 
parallel sided or slightly flared crack; strength, 
measured in seconds, slips away. Except for the 
replacement of hemp rope with nylon, modem 
mountaineering equipment has had more in 
common with the stone age than the space age. 
For all their swagger and vaunted intelligence, 
climbers have been stuck in the past, having 
invested their precious nuts and pitons with a 
sacrosanct autonomy. 

Then in 1973 Ray Jardine, a 5.12 climber from 
Colorado and former space-flight-mechanics 
systems analyst for Martin Marietta (a major 
aerospace and weapons system company), looked 
for new solutions to the problems of climbing 
protection. He wanted a device with: I) a high 
strength-to-weight ratio, 2) quick, one-hand 
placement and removal capability, and 3) 
coverage for maximum variations in crack width 
and shape. To meet these criteria, Jardine 
undertook extensive scientific analyses and 
testing of: 1) the mechanics and principles of 
camming, 2) the physics of the frictional interface 
between metal and rock, and 3) the strengths and 
stresses of aerospace alloys. 

Longtime friend, Bill Forrest of Forrest 
Mountaineering, gave Jardine full use of a well
equipped metal shop. Jardine went to work, 
fashioning his ideas in metal at night, then testing 
them on hard rock during the day. Several boxes 
of unsuccessful prototypes later, Jardine quit his 
haphazard tinkering and took a hard look at the 
physics and mathematics involved in placing 
protection. He went to the central computer 
facility at the University of Colorado in Boulder 
and, with the help of a math professor and two 
graduate students, he worked out the angle and 
curve of cams that would allow them to grip and 
hold, even in flares of up to thirty degrees in 
smooth granite. The cams are designed to contact 
the rock with the same intercept angle and 
gripping force at any point along the camming 
surface. Because the four cams are suspended 
independently, they can adjust to wide variations 
in the surfaces they touch. 

The metal for the cams was chosen for its 
properties of frictional adherence and light 
weight. It's an exotic, aerospace aluminium alloy 
known as 7075-T6. The teeth in the cams are 
cosmetic, only. The teeth don't need to grab the 
rock. The holding action is designed to work on 
pure friction. Regardless of how smooth the 
granite, limestone, blue ice, or concrete, the cams 
will hold. 

The stem is also made of7075-T6 because the 
alloy resists bending, yet is resilient enough to 
bend substantially without breaking or shearing. 
It won't shatter even under shock loading 
conditions. The only way the stem can bend under 
the impact of a fall is if it is constrained by the 

placement and cannot rotate. 
The actual breaking strength of Friends is still 

unknown. Pit Schubert, chairman of tpe UIM 
Safety Committee, extensively tested the No 2 
Friend. It failed to break at 1700 kg(3749 pounds), 
the upper limit of that testing series. Friends 
tested stronger than Chouinard hexcentrics. 

Placement and removal of Friends is a 
technique in itself. Like hexes and stoppers 
Friends tend to get stuck in cracks when gripped
up climbers jam them too tightly, too deeply. Ifthe 
cams are closed all the way, the trigger can't 
release them. Then you have an expensive, new 
climbing feature - a fixed Friend, eg as of this 
writing there are two fixed Friends in the Stoveleg 
Cracks on El Capitan and two in Suicide Wall, 
Cratcliffe, Derbyshire. Another pitfall to avoid is 
placing Friends in spots with wide size variations 
within a small area, like piton scars. When the 
Friend is rotated by rope drag, some of the cams 
can pop free and invert. Inverted cams may hold a 
fall, or they may not. In their first year of 
production more than 5000 Friends went into 
active circulation in the USA There was only one 
reported failure - a Number 2 Friend was placed 
in a Number 3 sized crack; the cams were fully 
extended. Since they weren't spring loaded, they 
weren't camming; no frictional gripping 
occurred. The leader's twenty-five foot fall simply 
inverted all the cams like a blown out umbrella. 

Early production model Friends had a problem 
with the spring-loaded circlips that fixed the cams 
to the axle shaft. Circlips were known to pop off 
the shaft at the wrong time, leaving the climber 
with a handful of spare parts,and mixed feelings of 
bewilderment and despair. The circlips were 
replaced in subsequent models by a permanentiy 
bonded jam nut. (Circlip models may be returned 
to the manufacturer for free replacement. In USA 
send to: Jardine Enterprises, 1339 N. Prospect, 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903, Elsewhere, send to: 
Wild Country, Town Head Works, Eyam, 
Sheffield, England, S30 !RD.) 

Generally climbers don't realise the great 
variations that exist in the frictional properties of 
rock. Friends were designed to hold even in 
Limestone, the slickest climbing rock there is. But 
Friend placements in Limestone have no margin 
for flare. Cracks must be almost perfectly parallel 
sided or the Friend will slip out. By contrast 
granite has a high frictional quality and Friends 
wi II hold in flares and pinches up to thirty degrees. 

Probably the biggest problem with Friends is 
that their versatility and effectiveness create over
confidence. Climbers begin to believe that 
Friends are some kind of magic, mechanical glue, 
instant sure-fire protection that will hold 
anything. They're not. They demand intelligent, 
observant placement and removal techniques. 
Friends aren't magic, they'rescience-faster, safer 
and more versatile than nuts and pins. 

* * * * * 

Here follows a collection of examples that 
illustrate some of the extreme possibilities for 



using Friends. 
Dale Bard ofYosemite is credited with the first 

two-cams-in-two-cams-out aid placement of a 
Friend. The No 2 Friend was placed in a pin scar 
in a shallow pocket on the Horse Chute route on 
El Capitan. Though this kind of marginal 
placement had never been tried, Bard claims he 
had no qualms; "Friend placements are always 
Al, whether there are two, three or all the cams in 
the crack," said Bard. 

Bard called Friends, "a true life saver," on the 
Sea of Dreams route on El Capitan. Jim Bridwell 
lead the Laura Scudder's Traverse, a down
sloping crack on an expanding flake described as, 
"potato chip thin." Bard said the flake was so 
fragile, "if you nailed it you'd break it, but with 
Friends it was Al." 

Jim Bridwell's most memorable Friend 
placement occurred during his day and a half 
ascent of the Southeast ridge of Cerro Torre in 
Patagonia. Throughout the climb Bridwell had 
placed more Friends than either nuts or pitons. At 
the top of the final headwall where the granite 
finally gave way to the summit's ice mushroom, 

Bridwell found a flared granite crack filled with 
water ice. With his ice hammer he chopped out 
just enough ice for a No 2 Friend placement, 
sprung the protection into place and free-climbed 
past it. " I had no worries about the Friend holding 
in ice," commented Bridwell. "It seemed secure, 
and was certainly as good or better than anything 
else I could have placed, and a lot faster." 

The author has placed and fallen on more 
Friends than he cares to recount. However, one 
experience stands out: three friends and I went out 
for a morning of"sportjumping" - leading past 
protection and taking intentional leader falls. The 
purpose of sport jumping is three-fold, I) To 
develop self-protective falling technique, 2) To 
diminish the fear of taking leader falls, 3) Just for 
the crazy fun ofit Fourofus took an approximate 
total of25 leaderfalls ranging up to twenty feet on a 
No I Friend. One of the sport jumpers inverted 
one of the Friend's cams as he climbed past it. He 
jumped four times and the placement held 
perfectly. 

Ray Jardine claims that his first ascent of 
Elephant's Eleminate, a 5.12 flared roof on 

Elephant Rock in Yosemite, would have been 
totally unprotectable without Friends. The crack 
is flared on average 25 degrees; neither pitons nor 
nuts have a chance of holding. Though it took five 
days to work out the moves and sequences, 
Elephant's Eliminate went free on an all-Friends 
ascent. 

Jardine received a letter this Spring from a Dr. 
Joshua Tofield a plastic surgeon in Tucson, 
Arizona. It read: 
"Dear Mr. Jardine, 
"Yourinvemion saved my life this weekend and 
I wanted to thank you. On somewhate brittle 
rock I reached a crack with a flake inside. I 
slo11ed an 8 or 9 hex in, but didn't feel good 
about it, so I placed a No 3 Friend in below it. 
Four feet higher a hand hold cameo.ff. .. with me 
in hut pursuit/The Friend held. J,1/hat is notable, 
however, is that thejlake expanded to the outer 
wall ofthecrack - and the Friend expanded with 
it!! The hex rallied out when the flake expanded. 
Without the Friend ! would havegonemorethan 
25/eet to the ground." A 
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BILL of wJDwwow~ 
By Bruce Morris 

Many misconceptions persist about that most 
unique and extensive slab, Glacier Point Apron. 
For some, it remains the slightly suspect play
ground of weekend turkeys and budding herma
phrodites - an incubator they themselves outgrew 
as their own strength and technique improved. 
"Let's go over to the Apron this afternoon, I'm too 
stoned to climb," runs a familiar excuse. But for 
others, including many so-called hardmen, it is 
forbidden territory, a dark region clouded with 
high anxiety and uncontrollable fear. "5.11 on the 
Apron? Horrible!," shudders Ray Jardine. "Not 
without rosin," protests the Birdman. 

Over the past few seasons, however, the Apron 
has been the scene of a quiet revolution in face 
climbing, a sort of "Foonting" Renaissance. 
Among the new routes, such exercises in the 
improbable as A Mother's Lament, Tightrope, 
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Ochre Fields, and Bob Crawford's legendary 
Pussyfoot stand out. Who can forget the potential 
fall over the huge roof on the fifth pitch of 
Tightrope? Or the endless expanse of golden 
edges high on Ochre Fields? All these exciting 
lines prophesy the future direction of Apron 
climbing. All point toward a distant hardly 
imaginable goal, the great headwall above, 
"Perhaps," where the angle of the finely polished 
slabs increases, like the asymptote of some giant 
expontential curve. 
This headwall was to be our objective when 
"Zappa" Dave Austin, Chris Cantwell, and myself 
began to add pitches onto Misty Beethoven, a 
route to the left of Goodrich Pinnacle. Its name 
had been borrowed from the title of a skin flick 
about the successive violations of an 
inexperienced girl. A couple of months and seven 

hundred feet affixed rope later, we would give ita 
new, even more appropriate name, the shining 
and deceptive Hall of Mirrors. 
But before recounting the details of our ascent, a 
little local history seems necessary. Whenever you 
speak of a tradition of difficult Apron climbing, 
you must begin with the late Tim Harrison's 
magnificently conceived Anchor's Away. This 
seminal route was far ahead of its time and 
established a standard for 5.11 a friction against 
which all subsequent efforts must be compared. 
Unfortunately, its grotesque name also 
underscores why bolts should never be taken at 
their face value. During the first ascent, Tim and 
his partner were killed when the hanger holding 
the rope they werejumaring stripped off its stud. 
Ever since this accident in 1972, anchors on all 
Valley climbs have been customarily doubled. 



As part of our game-plan, we resolved to go this 
precaution one better. Not only would our 
anchors be doubled, they would be tripled. In 
some cases, the third bolt would be a three-eigths 
of an inch Rawl plug, such as those employed on 
big Alaskan routes. For Misty shared a problem 
with many alpine walls. Each Spring, it flowed 
with meltwater, and its original bolts were already 
rusting badly. 

Because of this danger, we would also be 
especially careful with our protection placements. 
Although we resolved never to rely on hooks, we 
decided that no matterhowextremethestance, we 
would only place good bolts. Despite disclaimers 
to the contrary, there is no apology for spinners or 
flexy fliers. A leader usually drills a bottoming 
hole because of laziness, ignorance, or a 
misguided sense of ethics. This one route, we 
were determined, must retain the monumental 
quality of permanence. 

Yet another pace-setting route of the early 
seventies was Rick Reider's classic A Mother's 
Lament, (N, 5. 10c). The real likelihood of a 
hundred and fifty foot fall offits crux made longer 
run-outs commonplace. Such falls, it was soon 
discovered, were not as serious as first believed. 
When a leader began to slither down a fifty-five 
degree slab, his belayer, ifhe acted quickly, could 
whip in an enormous amount of slack. Besides, 

the chief was not hitting a ledge so much as slicing 
yourself on a passing bolt hanger. And the laws of 
chance greatly reduced this ever happening. 

Under these unusual conditions, however, 
where upward progress was a swiftly shuffiing race 
with gravity, the focus shifted from strength to 
mind control, transforming "foonting" into a 
demanding meditative exercise. A moment of the 
slightest self-doubt would initiate an irreversible 
slide. We were determined, then, to extend our 
run-outs to the imaginative limits, neveravoiding 
the consequences of this commitment to 
boldness. 

But if we were aware of a Great Tradition, Misty 
Beethoven had developed according to its own set 
of rules. Colorado climber Mark Wilford explains 
that when he led the first two pitches a few seasons 
back, he had never done any friction before. 
Getting up to the first station he estimated "must 
be around 5.9," up to the second "maybe 5.11." 
Yet judged in retrospect, the first pitch, with its 
notorious grounder traverse, comes closer to the 
5.11 mark than the second, which, although 
almost equally difficult, is quite well protected. Of 
course, Mark may have been using chalk, which 
tends to form a layerofball bearings between E.B. 
rubber and the glass. Whenever this happens, an 
insecure rushing whistle replaces the assuring 
squeak of maximum adhesion. One of Misty's 

Outside photos correct. Left is the crux Eighth pitch, 
'Glass Menagerie', right the Third Pitch. Al/photos: 
Morris. 

other idiosyncrasies is thatmostedges, where they 
appear at all, are useless as footholds. Rather, the 
climber finds he must abandon his best stances 
and trust intermediate bad smears, always paying 
close attention to keep as much rubber as possible 
in contact with the stone. 

When Zappa Dave first dragged me out of the 
comparative safety of Camp 4 to meet "Misty," I 
was still uninitiated. A Vancouver local, Carl 
Austrom, had warned me: "You don't know yet. 
It's a horror show. Do Ochre Fields, at least you 
won't die." From the bottom, though, the line 
looked less than forbidding. Dave seemed in 
perfect control as he glided up the first pitch. 
Without bothering to reflect that he had been over 
here six times already, I was shocked when I tried 
to follow him. Instead of smearing, I edged - with 
predictably rope-stretching results. My lead of the 
second pitch frustrated me even more. But the 
falls were mellow, and Air Power eventually 
prevailed. Perhaps I could make a small 
contribution after all? Zappa now led the third 
pitch in an admittedly more satisfactory style. 
After all, I tried to console my bruised ego, he had 
put it up in the first place. Still, it was a real 
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"Like the asymptote of some giant exponential curve ... " pitch 2, Misty Beethoven. 

masterpiece, a beautiful curving lead-out 
protected by just two bolts. Carl had down-rated it 
to 5.9, but I soon realised this was just a way of 
baiting Dave. 

In the weeks that followed, Misty became an 
obsessive war of attrition, a daily stand-up 
slugging match with hammers, bits, drifts, and 
studs. A pattern grew familiar: climb up past the 
last bolt, get scared, solder your feet, drill, place, 
lower back to the belay. Looking backwards, 
however, I can only recall a few dramatic high
lights. In my mind's eye, I will always see Chris 
flying down the glistening Hall of Mirrors pitch 
and stopping just a few feet above my head. Or 
there was the evening I bouldered out a mantle, 
stood on a strip of quartz, and faced the 
uncertainty of our first stretch of 5.11. Would this 
Steel Wall go? Would we ever get above Goodrich 
Pinnacle? But beyond these temporary doubts, a 
quality of perception emerged that can only come 
from staring back down hundreds offeet of white 
slab, uninterrupted by any flaw or weakness. And 
there was always that conviction, too, whenever 
we were rapping down, that each day's progress 
had been the necessary extension of our whole 
struggle. 

At about the six-hundred foot level we were 
forced to change our strategy. With more true 
edges came chalk - only lightly dabbed on finger
tips to be sure - but still a tacit admission that the 
rules had subtly altered and the game grown more 
serious. It was evident, as well, that reclimbingthe 
entire route each day was inefficient In late 
October, by the time we neared the top of pitch 

46 

seven, the day ·was nearly over. For our party, of 
course, just getting out of the parking lot was an 
extreme manouevre. 

As a consequence, we climbed through the first 
five completed pitches one afternoon and fixed 
two ropes down to a large flat ledge running over 
to the Mouth. By climbing part way up the regular 
Mouth route and traversing across to our lines, we 
hoped to buy enough time to finish the sixth and 
seventh pitches in a single day's push. But on the 
morning of our great offensive, I had the flu, and 
Chris and Davewereoff"touringthecosmos." On 
the climb itself, I got sick at the base of the Steel 
Wall, and Chris took a sixty foot screamer. Now, 
while I returned to the Bay Area to recuperate 
from "Camp 4 Death", Chris and Dave were again 
supposed to reclimb the finished pitches, 
complete the intimidating seventh pitch, and fix 
lines top to bottom. That way, we might take the 
headwall before the Winter snows. 

* * * * 

One Tuesday evening a week later, my phone 
rings and Dave's voice radiates nervous energy: 

"Are you going to come up?" 
"Yea, If eel better. Fix the lines, I'montheway." 
"That's exactly what I hoped you'd say. But can 

you buy more hangers?" 
"Sure, I'll use my Outward Bound discount at 

Robbins." 
That next afternoon, driving into Modesto, I 

reach over to turn up the tape deck. Jeff Beck 
seems appropriate. You have to be filled with 

righteous anger whenever some sanctimonious 
clerk cross-examines you, before he asks, "Where 
do you think you're going to use these?", or snaps 
back, "We don't carry those 'things' any more." 
But all this mental preparation proves 
unnecessary, and I speed out of town with a real 
score, fifteen Leeper hangers. If we cannot top out 
with this many, why not "leap-frog" hangers? Let 
the next party fill in the missing pieces if they want 
to reach the Glacier Point railing. 

The Valley appears through my windshield cool 
and quiet, flecked with Fall colour, and free of the 
weekend mob. But Chris and Dave are nowhere to 
be found - not at the Cookie, not in the Lodge 
parking lot, not in Sunnyside. With an instant 
attack of what Ed Barry calls the "high register 
frantics," I rush over to the Apron. My partners -
my betrayers - have left without me. But no - after 
parking in the old Curry dump and running to the 
base, I see them up near Goodrich beginning to fix 
down. I should have remembered that Zappa can 
procrastinate forever. Besides, they would never 
leave without those hangers. I hold the Golden 
Keys. 

Thursday brings with it more delays. Where are 
the water bottles? Why didn't you scam a pair of 
jumars? Where can we get a suitable wall stash? 
While these hassles take care of themselves, Chris 
and I elect to jumar up and begin pitch eight, the 
Glass Menagerie. Dave will remain behind atone 
of his own favourite climbing areas - the parking 
lot - packing sacks and sharpening bits. 

Ascending the fixed ropes is uneventful, except 
for some reason, perhaps a martyr complex, I 
decide to wear the iron and trail a rope. Some five 
hundred feet above our high point is a bong crack 
ina second "WheatThin";and if we ever reach this 
flake, we will need all these two, three, and four 
inch monstrosities. Up every inch of these 
creaking, frayed ropes, I am haunted by Tim 
Harrison's ghost Sometimes I can almost read 
the AAJ's accident analysis: "The victim was 
heavily laden with almost a hundred pounds of 
equipment when the gate of his mechanical 
ascending device ... " "Victim", I pause to reflect, 
such an impersonal term. 

Nevertheless, when the shadow begins to creep 
across our portion of the Apron, cooling the rock 
and increasing the friction, I go up for a closer 
look. Afterplayingwitha bad stopper for the better 
part of an hour, I lean over from some sharp 
footholds at the end of the first corner and place a 
bolt out in the white field. Some twenty falls later, 
Chris takes over. What I was sure must be 
smearing, finally goes via two one-finger cranks. A 
little later, Chris is standing in a small dish 
finishing off a second bolt That night, as we rap 
down to our Lumbo reward, we are convinced if 
such a move can be forced, anything will soon be 
possible. 

The next morning, despite our worst 
intentions, we set out at an unbelievably early 
hour - nine o'clock. Chris and I again form an 
advanced assault team, while Dave spends a 
sweaty vacation in Hell, dragging two heavy bags 
up nearly a thousand feet oflow-angle slab. Once 
he imagines he hears people in the oak forest 
laughing at him. But if Dave's day is filled with 
despair and paranoia, ours is less than a total 
success. In eight hours of yoyoing, we manage to 
place one bolt and gain ten feet of altitude. Once 
we almost give up when neither of us can reach a 
small cup, the only drill stance on an otheiwise 
smooth face. Even after working out the complex 
sequence needed to reach it- a kind of side-pull 
foot-hop - I cannot remain there long enough to 
drill. But after many sliders, Chris finally places in 
our third bolt Now it is impressive to look around 
his bolt and see the four or five false starts where a 



climber had just scratched the surface of the rock 
before the force of his hammer blows sent him 
ricochetting out into space. 

Near dusk, an exhausted Zappa arrives at The 
Hang. Spent from his Herculean labours, he 
announces he is in no shape for free climbing, so 
we abandon our kamakazi flight pattern and help 
him hoist the bags over the last two small roofs. 
United once more, the three of us achieve a 
renewed sense of purpose from working together. 
In the grey light, we celebrate. Chris breaks out his 
venerable blue glass bong, and Dave begins to 
slice pastrami for sandwiches, five per man. "This 
route," Dave observes, "will not be remembered 
for the rigors endured by its first ascentionists." 

Our alarm clock is someone driving pins over 
on the South Face of the Column. "Do you two 
want breakfast in bed?" asks Zappa. Easily 
persuaded, we wake up to fresh cantaloup, milk, 
and cereal. But the wall above, though it glares in 
the early sunshine, is still cool, and I am first up to 
give it a go. The moves above our last placement 
are best described as a controlled fall onto a 
sixteenth of an inch foothold, followed 
immediately by a dynamic reach for a pinch grip. 
From here, evetything is still hypothetical. 

Again and again, I attempt to switch hands, and 
again and again, my body hurtles off to meet the 
clear benediction of the morning air. It seems I 
have been singled out to eliminate all approaches 
but the one that will work. From watching my 
mistakes, Zappa succeeds on his first try, but is 
unable to solve the rest of this intricate aerial 
boulder problem. Neither can Chris, though he 
comes within a few inches. So it is with areal sense 
of accomplishment that I reach the good holds 
and listen to our last protection ring home true. 
Dave now administers the coup degracescurrying 
across some easy 5.11 friction dishes to finish off 
the Glass Menagerie. 

"Let's get some more done!" I shout up, still 
flushed with our success. My initial enthusiasm 
wanes, however, when I find myself strung out a 
few minutes later, poised on the brink, too many 
feet above Dave's sling belay. I can almost read his 
thoughts - "Why doesn ' t he make that move? 
Morris must have lost it completely. That's a huge 
ledge he's got his hands on." But from my 
perspective, the situation looks entirely different. 
The "huge ledge" is actually a down-sloping 
mantle, one of the worst I have ever confronted. 
"Okay, just get intense," I try to convince myself, 
"and pretend you're watching someone else' s 
body making those moves. Even if you crash into 
Dave, remain detached. Thatwayitwon'thurtso 
much." Fortunately, the mind-game works, and I 
find myself drilling from a horrible mantle
turned-good-ledge. But dark is coming on strong, 
and the cold has steadily increased. We zip down a 
single line, which we leave in place, back to where 
Chris waits on our comfortable Hang. 

That night, conversation turns to how alienated 
we are from American society in general. What's 
become of you when the only place you can find 
people to relate to is Yosemite Valley? Later, we 
grow more introspective, searching for a name for 
this route that contains just that right proportion 
of arrogance and intolerance outsiders associate 
with the Valley. "How about 'Storm Trooper' ?" I 
ask. "No," Dave replies, afler a pause, "'Pink 
Flamingoes' is better. Remember the scene in that 
movie where the fat couple anaesthetize the hitch
hiker? That's where I walked out." We toy for a 
while with 'Perfect Master', but 'Hall of Mirrors' 
finally sticks. If its dream imagery suggest 
solipsism, at least it also hints vaguely at good 
taste. 

Our last day on the wall is anticlimactic. During 

the night, the wind has picked up and the cold 
grown worse. Grey sheets of cirrus begin to 
condense above Half Dome. After a few tries, I 
concede defeat and rappel from the base of the 
ninth pitch, too stiff to climb. Sitting wrapped in a 
sleeping bag, I roll joints and watch Zappa and 
Chris repeatedly switch leads. They finally have to 
resort to aid to place a bolt. Even an eighty foot 
pendulum fail s to break the impasse. We quickly 
reach a consensus: double up the last bolt and end 
the pitch there. It would become a kind of 
' Unfinished Ninth'. If someone else can free 
climb across the blankness, then they have 
achieved an important breakthrough. If not, let 
the line disappear into infinity. Why spoil their 
triumph with a bolt ladder? But we are stopped, 
moreover, by what the ancient Greeks termed 
hubris. After havinggotawaywith so much, we are 
afraid of the presumption of striving with fate any 
further. Some unspecified evil was sure to be the 
result. Perhaps our premonition is correct. After a 
night of bad dreams, we touch ground the next 
morningjust as the first drops of rain fall that will 
quickly turn ' Hall of Mirrors' into a water and 
stone course. 

* * * * 

' Hall of Mirrors', we realise, is bound to 
generate controversy. No doubt, some critics will 
wonder why we resorted to using fixed lines on a 
comparatively short climb. Others will also 
complain about the way we sieged the 'Glass 
Menagerie', leaving our lead line clipped through 
each successive protection point, so that most of 
the pitch was, in effect, climbed on a top rope. But 
what at first appear to be ethical considerations, 
when closely examined, change to questions of 
style. And the style of our ascent, as well as the 
tactics we adopted, were imposed by the character 
of Apron climbing itself. Until some technical 
advance supercedes the hammer and drill bit, it 
remains a fact-of-life that placing bolts takes a long 
time, at least fifteen minutes apiece. If we had 
climbed the entire route each day to regain our 
high point, we would have been lucky to have 
placed two bolts per attempt. Still, it should be 
kept in mind that we did reclimb the first six 
pitches many times,almost, but never quite, to the 
point of boredom. 

That we yoyoed the 'Glass Menagerie' was the 
result of a similar problem on a smaller scale. 
Taxed near the limit of our abilities, if we had 
pulled the rope through each time and led the 
pitch again, move by move, we would have been 
too spent to stand and drill the next bolt. On a first 
ascent, these stances form the real cruxes. It is one 
thing to climb by, quickly clipping bolts that are 
already there, quite another to make 5. 11 moves 
only to find yourself trying to stop on 5.10 and 
begin to drill. 

Now, however, 'Hall of Mirrors' is there for 
others to enjoy or disparage, as they choose. Chris 
and Dave and myselfhave become safely invisible 
and disappeared into our creation. All that 
remains are the memories recorded here and a 
nearly straight line of bolts besides a long dark 
water course. 

Or as the prototype for the New Man, Aleister 
Crowley, put it, Power is its own Justification. 

SUMMARY 
A 

A personal account of the first ascent, with 
comments on the tactics, of an extreme 
friction/slab climb on Glacier Point Apron, 
Yosemite Valley. 

Above: 'Zappa ' at Th e Hang, pose is normal. 
Below: topo of the climb. 
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PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

Irvine adapting oxygen apparatus at Base Camp. 

Important diaries come to 
light 

In the same way as the recent 
discovery of Oates' papers 
cast new light upon Captain 
Scott and his ill-fated polar 
expedition, so now the release 
of letters and diaries written 
by Andrew Irvine cannot but 
add a dimension to the story 
of the 1924 Everest 
expedition, even if they fail to 
solve the enigma of what 
happened to Mallory and 
Irvine after they set off for the 
summit on June 8th. 
Irvine, though his name has 
passed into folklore, has 
remained rather a shadowy 
figure beside the bright aura 
of Mallory. The same two or 
three photographs of him, the 
same few anecdotes are 
repeated time and again in the 
ever-growing mountain of 
words written about Everest. 
He is always described as a 
'novice' and was certainly less 
experienced than other 
members of the expedition, 
but he had been climbing 
since a young schoolboy and 
had been on a University 
expedition to Spitzbergen 
(along with Longstaff and 
Odell). On that trip it was his 
sheer brute strength, good 
humour and mechanical 
abilities that endeared him to 
the others; it was these same 
qualities that were 
remembered after Everest. 
General Bruce called him 'Our 
Experiment'. Irvine was a keen 
climber at Oxford but other 
contemporaries could boast 
more experience, so why then 
was it Irvine who was chosen 
for Everest? Selection in those 
early days tended towards 
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haphazard, and there was a 
faction on the Committee 
who, believing Everest to be 
an 'easy' mountain felt that 
toughness was a more 
valuable asset than proven 
experience. As it happens it 
was George Abraham, the 
Keswick photographer, who 
suggested Irvine's name to 
Charles Meade in a letter on 
October 10th, 1923. Odell -
remembering Spitzbergen -
was in agreement and the 
recommendation was 
therefore passed to the 
Everest Committee on the 
21st. On the 24th - no time 
lost - a letter went to Irvine 
advising him he had been 
selected. 
Before he went he spent a lot 
of time tinkering with oxygen 
sets and without doubt he 
was the most knowledgeable 
one, and the one with most 
confidence in the gas 
apparatus that year. Mallory 
described him as a 
mechanical genius and wrote 
that he had 'chopped up the 
apparatus and cut out half the 
leaky taps'. He reduced the 
weight by 5Ibs into the 
bargain. Norton said of him: 
'He was always a willing 
horse ... he would be found 
hard at work late at night 
doctoring the oxygen 
apparatus or doing some job 
for a friend who had long been 
tucked into the blankets.' 
The mystery of the disappear
ance of Mallory and Irvine 
remains as elusive and 
enduring an enigma now 55 
years after the event, as it did 
at the time. It captured 
popular imagination like the 
fate of the 'Marie Celeste'. 
There have been other strange 

disappearances on 
mountains, but none to have 
excited similar interest. The 
two have been held up as 
examples of worthy idealism 
to generations of schoolboys. 
New theories as to what befell 
them are still being 
formulated, and there have 
been many psychic 
'revelations' to 'explain' their 
fate. A Viennese lady claimed 
to have 'seen' the two reach 
the summit, then Mallory -
believing Irvine to be on a 
higher pinnacle than himself -
lunged for his companion, and 
grappling, they fell together 
into the abyss. International 
cries of indignation greeted 
this particular 'revelation', but 
Frido Kordon, another 
Austrian, told a different 
story. He was attending a 
seance at which Irvine 
appeared to his son, the 
medium. They reached the 
summit at 5 o'clock, Irvine 
said, but he collapsed and 
died shortly afterwards. 
Mallory having first erected a 
cairn on the spot, started to 
descend alone but slipped 
and fell. Many similar stories 
circulated in the late twenties; 
but more recently Professor 
Odell was approached by a 
Mr. Williamson of Shetland, 
who claimed to have received 
a message from Irvine. Briefly, 
it said they had both got to 
the summit - but very late -
they were extremely tired and 
on the way down it was 
Mallory who slipped and fell. 
Irvine sat on a rock, placing 
his axe beside him and resting 
his had on his arms. Then he 
heard Mallory's voice luring 
him on ... 'Come on, old chap, 
it's time to be getting along .. .' 

Both Odell , and Somervell to 
whom he related this story, 
felt that this was a plausible 
explanation of what might 
have happened and did 
explain the discovery of the 
ice axe in 1933, placed on 
what seemed to be relatively 
easy slabs. Be that as it may, 
for a long time after Irvine's 
disappearance, his father was 
said to leave a light burning 
and the door open at night for 
his son's return .... 
Irvine was only 21 when he 
died . Longstaff described 
both him and Mallory as 
'absolute fizzers' and was 
convinced that they reached 
the summit. With a rather 
macabre turn of mind, he liked 
to hope that one day they 
would be discovered 'sitting 
in state' on the top of Everest. 
Irvine's papers, now released 
by his brother, have been 
edited by Herbert R. C. Carr 
and issued with a 
biographical memoir. (The 
Irvine Diaries, Andrew 
Irvine & the enigma of Everest 
by Herbert R. C. Carr, Gastons
West Col £9. 50) 

In the footsteps of Preuss 
Heinz Grill is a young student 
from Soyen in Upper Bavaria 
who solos hard rock. Bold, 
dedicated, he nevertheless 
seems to lack the uncomfor
table intensity of so many 
latterday Siegfrieds. He 
climbs when he feels like it, 
often on impulse, often late in 
the day, and he forgoes most 
of the conventional forms of 
protection. He climbs alone 
because that way he can best 
maintain his own rhythm, and 
he doesn't care to interrupt 
his flow by organising stances 
and belay points. Nowadays 
he rarely takes a rope and 
confesses to being more 
frightened when climbing 
with a partner than climbing 
solo. 
Grill was born in 1 960 and 
began climbing when he was 
twelve with his local section 
of the DAV. Within 3 years he 
was ready for more difficult 
routes and unable to find a 
partner locally, then began 
climbing solo. At 1 5 he had 
already climbed the long 
direttissima on the Kleiner 

Heinz Grill. 



Halt and the Dulfer Route on 
the Totenkirchl West Face. 
But his inexperience did lend 
considerable risk to these 
undertakings and it was only 
in 1976, with more than 60 
routes behind him, that he 
began to exhibit the maturity 
and confidence that now 
characterises his climbing. By 
now he had climbed all the 
regular routes in the 
Berchtesgaden and Kaiser; in 
1977 he soloed the Schubert 
Pohlke route on the 
Fleischbank and the following 
year climbed the Schmuck 
Chimney and joined the elite 
extreme climbing group, the 
Berggeier from Rosenheim. 
He was not now short of 
partners to climb with but 
even so frequently reverted to 
solo-climbing, finding that it 
suited his temperament. One 
of his best solo routes was the 
Bugeleisen Kante on the Piz 
Gemelli in the Bergell, which 
was very snowed-up at the 
time. 1977 was the year when 
Kiene and Karl climbed the 
Pumprisse and Grade VII was 
born; it was natural that Grill 
would be interested. With 
Franz Heiss he attempted to 
repeat the route; however 
without large nuts and EBs 
they found themselves handi
capped and turned back. Grill 
did some odd jobs and earned 
enough for a pair of boots; he 
then made himself some 
wooden wedges and was 
ready to try again, this time 
alone. He climbed the major 
part of the route with hardly 
any protection, and the key 
passage - the Hunde Bahnhof 
- he climbed free. Just below 
the summit he left the route 
and exited by the Rebitsch 
route, but a few days later he 
was back and soloed the I the 
upper section of the 
Pumprisse also. 
He returned to the 
Fleischbank that winter and 
with Heiner Loeber and Franz 
Heiss made the first winter 
ascent of the Direct NE Face, 
and a couple of weeks later he 
climbed the Eisenstecken on 
the Rosengarten Red Wall. 
Spring 1978 saw Grill again 
soloing rock; he followed the 
Schubert route on the 
Ciavazes as high as the Garns 
Band, then traversed and 
finished via the Micheluzzi. 
Since his Pumprisse climb he 
has given up using a rope 
when soloing; like Preuss, he 
believes that every technical 
aid diminishes a climb and 
that every climber should be 
able to climb down anything 
that he climbs up. He 
frequently now retreats down 
a climb he has just done; and 
he doesn't feel compelled to 
complete a climb that is 
giving him too much trouble. 
Attempting a first solo of the 
Predigstuhl North East Diedre 
he was forced to turn back at 
the Faustriss passage, but he 
returned at the end of the 
season and completed the 
route (which indeed had only 
first been climbed free the 
previous year by Schrank and 

Hoffmann) ; from the summit 
he descended the 
Gretschmann route, traversed 
the Steinerne Rinne, cl imbed 
the Fleischbank by the North 
east Crack (Huber-Rath) , 
climbed the North Ridge and 
descended the Christaturm 
South East Flank to the 
Ellmauer Tor. Last winter he 
returned to the Pumprisse 
with Wasti Thaller hoping to 
make the first winter ascent, 
but they were forced back at 
the Grass Band by new snow. 
Grill doesn't have a regular 
programme of training; 
climbing is what he does 
when he feels like it. Before 
his Predigstuhl climb, he 
hadn't done anything for six 
weeks! 

A Woman's Place 
The Rendez-vouz Hautes 
Montagnes grew from a get
together in Engelberg in 1 968 
with the object of promoting 
more contact between women 
mountaineers of all nations. 
The moving force behind its 
eleven successful years has 
been its founder and 
president, Baroness Fel icitas 
von Reznicek. Although 
primarily a women's 
organisation, there is a 
relaxed attitude towards men 
- members are not 
passionately Womens Lib nor 
committed exclusively to 
'cordees feminines', many 
bring husbands and friends to 
the annual meets. There is no 
set membership fee, no 
debarring qualifications 
(tigresses and moderates 
both welcomed), no 
bureaucracy, no hierarchy, no 
politics. It may sound 
idyllicaly innocent, but its 
members - who include top 
women climbers from around 
the world - all speak of it with 
affection. 
Different locations are chosen 
each year for a week-long get
together and this year, the 
base was Briancon in the 
Dauphine. Many of the 
original members were there 
(Loulou Boulaz, Jeanne 
Franco, Christine de 
Col umbel) along with young 
alpinists from some 17 
countries. Britain was 
represented by Cathy 
Woodhead from Bristol; also 
there were Simone Badier, 
Wanda Rutkiewicz, Suzy 
Pegny, Verena Jaeggin, young 
Marija Saboler of Yugoslavia 
(now in the Pamirs with a 13-
man expedition) and presiding 
overall the distinguished and 
indomitable Baroness, 
radiating charm and humour. 
Felicitas von Reznicek, now 
75, stems from Austrian royal 
stock and is the daughter of 
the composer and Kapell
meister, the late Emil Nikolaus 
von Reznicek. She now lives in 
Switzerland and has written 
several books including one 
entitled From the Crinoline to 
the Sixth Grade. 

Badier, Brigitte Steinman, Michael 
tagne). Left: Felicitas von Reznicek 
elow: left to right, Lord Hunt, Mike 
hris Bonington in front of a model of 

More Money for 
Expeditions 
By far the biggest single 
contribution to the Mount 
Everest Foundation Appeal 
launched last year, was that 
raised by Bass Charrington in 
an instant lottery held in 
selected Midlands pubs. A 
cheque for £40,000 was 
handed over to the MEF in 
May; in August the residue, 
£15,265.16 was handed over 
in Matlock. The MEF will use 
half this sum to give extra 

grants during the next ten 
years and the other half to 
bolster the capital over the 
long term. 
Other firms have been 
generous also - BP, for 
instance, has donated 
£ 10,000, spread over the next 
five years. And individual 
efforts have also shown 
worthwhile results; the 
Everest postcard signed by 
Hillary, Tenzing, Messner and 
Habeler, a project organised 
by Leo Dickinson for the MEF ► 
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Appeal, has raised £900 to 
date. 
These contributions have 
about doubled the capital of 
the MEF. Expeditions have 
already benefitted from the 
increased grants available, 
which now make a real 
contribution to the costs of 
trips, especially small ones. 

From the Fox's Lair 
Hamish Macinnes used to say 
he climbed when it was dry 
and wrote when it was wet. 
From his recent spate of 
books one must assume there 
has been more rain in Glencoe 
than usual. The latest 
emanation from the recesses 
of the damp glen is Look 
Behind The Rangers 
(Hodder, October), a 
collection of autobiographical 
misdeeds spanning a quarter 
of a century and successfully 
camouflaged, by the 
publishers to appear as 
'adventures' . No holds 
phsychoanalysed, but a 
couple of 'elevated walks' in 
the crusty Caucasus recorded; 
Hamish muses that the public 
seem to prefer racy heroics to 
airy alpinism; there is in any 
case a limited permutation for 
describing mind-blowing 
sunsets and lumps of rock and 
ice. Of course a writer could 
bare his soul if he had one, 
and divulge - or invent - his 
innermost vibrations, but this 
seems to Hamish akin to 
selling ones sister to a 
Panamanian brothel. 
Having observed with Celtic 
astuteness that there are 
more tourists than climbers in 
the Scottish Highlands, he 
has devoted several years to 
producing two guides on 
West Highland Walks, 
involving digesting and 
retelling Scottish history & 
squelching through bogs and 
glens often in the subsided 
wake of that energetic, 
princely alcoholic, the Young 
Pretender. At the same time 
he has been revising the 
winter gradings for his 
Scottish Climbs selection 
which will shortly reappear as 
a single volume, and over
hauling the International 
Mountain Rescue Hand-
book ('I have omitted 
to say in this Samaritans A to 
Z', says Hamish 'that the most 
effective mountain accident 
preventative measure would 
be to open all climbing pubs 
for 24 hours a day'.) This will 
be followed by another book 
on epic rescues around the 
world and a Scottish Winter 
Climbs guide to be illustrated 
by more than 200 of the 'best 
winter climbing photographs 
ever assembled.' Research for 
this book will give Hamish an 
excuse to climb for the next 
two winters; and as it will 
cover areas for which no 
current winter guides exist, it 
will involve much floundering 
about in the drifts of first
ascent uncertainty in far flung 
carries. 
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OBITUARY 
Sir Percy Wyn-Harris 
K.C.M.G. 1903-1979 

Sir Percy Wyn-Harris died in 
February at the age of 7 5 after 
a long illness. A distinguished 
colonial administrator and 
latterly an ocean yachtsman, 
he will nevertheless best be 
remembered for the part he 
played in the Everest attempts 
of the thirties. 

Wyn-Harris was an all
round athlete, gaining a blue 
at Cambridge for cross 
country running. He was 
secretary of the Cambridge 
University Mountaineering 
Club and with Van-Noorden 
was responsible for rescuing 
the club from its post First 
War doldrums. With Van
Noorden he made the first 
guideless ascent of the 
Brouillard Ridge on Mont 
Blanc. After Cambridge, in 
1926, he joined the Colonial 
Service and was posted to 
Kenya where he was quick to 
explore the mountaineering 
possibilities. In 1928 Eric 
Shipton also moved to Kenya; 
he didn't at that time know 
Wyn-Harris but had been 
advised by mutual friends to 
look him up. Shipton 
therefore wrote and 
introduced himself and they 
arranged to meet; early in 
1929 they went to Mt. Kenya 
with G. A. Sommerfelt. At that 
time Kenya had only been 
climbed once, thirty years 
before; Wyn-Harris had made 
an unsuccessful attempt the 
previous year; this time they 
first attempted the unclimbed 
North Face but coming upon a 
smooth rock barrier 400ft 
beneath the summit turned 
their attention to the South
east Face. Shipton and Wyn
Harris eventually reached the 
summit on January 1 5, having 
made the first ascent of the 
lower summit, Nelion, on the 
way. Two days later they 
repeated the double climb 
with Sommerfelt. 

As a result of his climbs on 
Kenya and in the Ruwenzori, 
Wyn-Harris was an obvious 
choice for Ruttledge's Everest 
team in 1 933 and was 
selected with Lawrence 
Wager to make the first 
summit bid. Leaving Camp VI 
- a small tent on a ledge at 
27,400ft, the pair traversed 
diagonally up across the 
North Face until they were 
checked by the giant couloir 
at around 28,000ft. The 
couloir was packed with loose 
powder snow, poised to 
avalanche. Wyn-Harris made 
an attempt to cross it but it 
soon became apparent that he 

Wynn Harris drinking 'chang ' at a rest stop on the walk in to the North 
of Everest. 
was taking an unwarranted 
risk and cautiously retraced 
his steps. The highest point 
reached was roughly the same 
as Norton's in 1924. Smythe 
was turned back at the same 
spot a few days later; no 
British climber has been 
higher on the North side of 
the mountain. It was during 
this climb that Wyn-Harris 
came upon an ixe-axe lying 
free on the slabs some 60ft 
below the crest of the North
east ridge and 250 yards east 
of the First Step. It could only 
have belonged to either 
Mallory or Irvine, but its 
recovery failed to conclusively 
explain the enigma of their 
disappearance. Wyn-Harris 
retrieved the axe during the 
descent, using it instead of his 
own for the rest of the 
expedition and later 
presenting it to the Alpine 
Club where it now hangs. 

The following morning, 
descending to the North Col, 
Wyn-Harris misguidedly 

attempted a glissade which 
almost ended in disaster. He 
lost his direction and 
gathered speed alarmingly, 
heading for the great sweep 
down to the East Rongbuk 
Glacier. Mallory's axe stood 
him in good stead, rolling over 
he was able to halt his 
progress on the very brink of 
the cliff. 

In 1936 Wyn-Harris was 
again on Everest, but this time 
an early monsoon prevented 
the team from getting as high 
as they did in 1933. After the 
Second War, he turned his 
attention away from mount
aineering to ocean sailing and 
made many voyages, 
including a circumnavigation 
of the globe in his 12-ton 
sloop. He was Governor of 
Gambia from 1949 to 1958 
and after his retirement 
undertook various diplomatic 
missions, and was also a 
Special Representative 
Overseas of the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award Scheme . 

• 



Everest: expedition to the 
ultimate 
by Reinhold Messner 
Kaye & Ward £6. 75 
Reinhold Messner, the Paul 
Preuss of Himalayan 
Mountaineering, made a big 
step forward in the history of 
world mountaineering when 
on May 8th 1978 he went 
with Peter Habel er from the 
South Col to the summit of 
Everest without using oxygen . 
Although oxygen was 
available to them at 8000m, 
8500m and 8700m they 
never used it. The magnitude 
of this feat raised widespread 
disbelief particularly amongst 
the Sherpas. Fortunately, 
Messner is no stranger to the 
criticisms of others who 
would not dare themselves 
and this book reveals a 
maturity that was perhaps 
lacking in his previous 
writings. He has no longer 
castigated these people, but 
left them to shout themselves 
hoarse and to recant when all 
the facts were known and 
proved. 
In other respects this book is 
written in a now familiar style 
to the avid reader of the 
Messner books. It is easy to 
comprehend, there is 
philosophy on every page and 
it is all written with an 
immediacy that only instant 
tape recordings and jottings 
can give. Climbers will relate 
and empathise with many of 
Messner's comments and 
observations. They will admire 
his resolve when his partner 
falters and his diplomacy 
when naked ambition arises 
amongst the other Austrian 
climbers who, "felt cheated 
of getting to the summit since 
so much equipment and 
Sherpa support had been 
expended on these first four". 
It is encouraging to read that 
he finally transcends his 
ambitions near the summit, 
'My mind seems almost to 
have ceased to function . I 
simply go on climbing 
automatically. The fact that 
we are on Everest, the highest 
mountain in the world is 
forgotten - nor does it 
register that we are climbing 
without oxygen apparatus." It 
is here that his soul 'swings 
back into equilibrium' . What 
thoughts he does express 
have obviously come from 
'deep inside himself' 
expressed as honestly as he 
can do at this time. Audrey 
Salkeld has done an excellent 
job on the translation and 
Kaye and Ward have had 
printed excellent colour 

photographs. Unfortunately 
several photographs are tilted 
at such crazy angles that the 
climber therein seems certain 
to topple over particularly on 
the 30 - 40 degree Lhotse 
Face. 
A minor defect perhaps but a 
symptom showing that the 
author wishes to make more 
of the climb than was the case 
- a picture being worth a 
thousand words. And 
throughout the book the 
reader is left in no doubt that 
what was achieved was 
thought impossible by all but 
a handful of other climbers. 
The clear repetition of this 
theme, whether it be true or 
false is the one disquieting 
note. Yet all through the book 
he says he wanted to, "climb 
high again in order to see 
deep inside himself." He could 
find some answers if he could 
honestly answer why it is he 
overstates his case. Surely he 
does not doubt the readers 
power of memory or their 
intelligence to see that what 
he has done is remarkable. 
The assumptions he does 
make in this direction are 
either black 0r "Vhite with no 
shades of grey in between. As 
when he supposes that Hillary 
and Tensing used all the aids 
available to them just to stand 
on the summit whilst his was 
an adventure "towards 
spiritual and ethical self
examination." It so evidently 
changed the course of their 
lives that Hillary and Tensing 
must surely have never 
stopped the process of self
examination before or since 
and they too could have a new 
measure of themselves. It is 
obvious that the name of the 
game is always changing and 
once the appealing lines on 
Everest or any other mountain 
have been climbed then 
ambitions turn to be the first 
to affect an ascent in a more 
adventurous style either for 
reasons of altruism, in that the 
first to do something will 
always find the psychological 
barriers the highest and so it 
will always be the ultimate 
adventure in that respect, or 
that the ego rewards are that 
much greater. The reader Is 
left to decide through his own 
metaphysical musings how 
important the latter 
consideration is to this driven 
man for he does not allude to 
it. 
It was a step forward but only 
a step, for th is ascent was in 
the company of 22 Sherpas 
and eleven other climbers 
only marginally smaller 

numbers than those required 
for the first ascent in 1953. 
Sherpas and climbers helped 
to carry into position oxygen, 
tents and other equipment as 
well as to break trail. Let it be 
said however in fairness to 
Messner he did break trail 
most of the way up to a point 
level with the top of the 
Geneva Spur. Everest's 
popularity forced him into a 
postion that he may well have 
wished to avoid for he had to 
take his chance when the 
opportunity came with the 
mountain booked up into 
Orwell year. 
It could have been an even 
greater adventure if he had 
gone up via a new route and if 
he had tackled steep technical 
ground. Surely the 
attempts in the 1920's 
to around 28,100 feet and 
the event in 197 5 when 
the Chinese used minimal 
oxygen on the Northern 
Ascent and the 1963 
American nine hour bivouac 
without oxygen made only 
300ft from the summit of 
Everest must have shown him 
that there was a sporting 
chance that the top of Everest 
could be reached without 
oxygen by men sufficiently 
acclimatised. It was not, after 
all the lack of oxygen that 
caused him so many problems 
lower down but the weather 
and the fact that he had not 
then fully acclimatised . There 
is only a passing reference to 
another advantage in not 
using oxygen and that is the 
marvellous feeling to be rid of 
the 40Ibs of oxygen apparatus 
and to carry a "butty bag" of 
perhaps no more than 1 0lbs. 
Physiologists might one day 
show that the extra weight is 
not worth the advantages of 
using oxygen once the 
climber is fully acclimatised. 
Without oxygen then the 
climber is free to climb in 
alpine style providing he 
acclimatises elsewhere. By 
taking his time and planning 
ahead Messner might have 
taken the opportunity to have 
'hiked' up Everest from 
bottom to top without large 
support groups tediously 
stocking camps and fixing 
ropes high upon the 
mountain. Perhaps we should 
not go for the mountain at any 
price. But again we should 
remind ourselves that when 
the first oxygenless ascent is 
made then it is reasonable to . 
widen the margin of safety. 
In conclusion therefore this 
ascent may not be the huge 
step forward it might seem 

but merely part of a process 
that has been in evidence 
since climbing began, each 
generation improving on the 
one that went before. But this 
fantastic achievement will 
open the way for further 
fantastic adventures. They 
may not be any greater, 
simply adventures of a 
different ordlir in a different 
space and time when the 
margins of safety are kept just 
as narrow by accepting the 
position reached and reaching 
out for the next psychological 
barrier ie by not using Sherpa 
support, by taking a more 
difficult route, by disdaining 
seductive fixed ropes, by 
going alone. Messner and 
Habeler can take pride that 
they have played a part in this 
inevitable development. 
Messner concluded this book 
with rules for writing and a 
final sentence, "If a man is not 
prepared to reveal anything, 
he has nothing to say," But 
long ago it was noted that, 'He 
that says does not know and 
he that knows does not say'. 
Still we all look forward to 
Messner's next book. 
Doug Scott 

Everest: Impossible 
Victory 
by Peter Habeler 
Arlington Books £6.50 
Since publishers do not 
produce books on expeditions 
to 8000m peaks as text
books, but to appeal to those 
who will never make the trip, 
it has become normal for such 
books to be at the glossy end 
of the market. That being the 
case Arlingtons should be on 
a loser, the pictures being, at 
best, ordinary, at worst, poor, 
and the words sometimes 
strange. This latter is perhaps 
a fault of the translator rather 
than the author. There are 
also a lot of niggling little 
errors, like getting dates 
wrong . Again it may not be 
Habeler's fault, and it can 
certainly not be his fault that 
on the cover, under his name, 
is "conquering Everest 
without Oxygen", since inside 
he is at pains to point out that 
he did not conquer Everest-- it 
had merely tolerated h"i"m. 1 '. 

And yet it is a compulsive 
read, the extraordinary 
achievements of an 
extraordinary pair of men. 
Much of the compulsion is in 
trying to work out why he did 
it. It is easy to set up 
boundaries inside which the 
answer lies. On one side they 
are fools risking their lives 
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and, in Habeler's case the 
potential well -being of his 
family, in order to satisfy a 
lust for fame. On the other 
hand they are the last 
pioneers genuinely seeking 
reality in the straightforward 
contest of man versus 
mountain. In favour of the first 
Habeler is obviously well 
aware of the doubts and 
jealousies the climb will bring, 
aware too of "summit fever" . 
In favour of the second there 
is the conviction that climbing 
is in need of a purer ethic -
that to use oxygen on Everest 
is to reduce it to a mere 
6000m peak. But between the 
two is a lot of ground and 
Habeler explores it well , 
throwing up sufficient 
contradictions to suggest that 
he is no clearer about the real 
reasons than we are - he will 
not come back brain
damaged, he will stop in time, 
and yet anoxia prevents 
rational judgements that 
would enable you to turn back 
when danger threatens; they 
only climb when they are 
100% sure of success - at 
variance with Messner's point 
that since he knows that he 
can climb it with "technik" he 
might as well stay at home as 
doit. 
Through Habeler's writing 
Messner comes across as 
more enigmatic and yet 
somehow more likeable than 
from his own writings. 
Habeler sees him as burdened 
by guilt from the 1971 Nanga 
Parbat climb (expunged now 
by the solo climb?). making 
him unknown, unreachable, 
unloved, not greedy for 
publicity, but caught in the 
publicity trap, able to say he 
climbs only for himself but 
also to play the media game. 
Habeler comes over as a 
sensitive man, free of 
pretensions and disliking 
publicity. He is a devoted 
family man, a romantic, feeling 
the mysticism of Nepal and 
the hills as a tangible thing, 
deeply aware of his 
surroundings - the effect of 
light on ice; capable of the 
depths of fear and depression, 
and the heights and tears of 
success. To him the last few 
feet to the summit were 
almost religious, a crossing of 
the barrier between life and 
death, or, more realistically, 
between self and inner self. 
Together he and Messner 
form almost a single 
organism, remarkably 
competitive between 
themselves, yet highly 
protective of each other 
against outsiders. 
I'm not sure that I found an 
answer to why they did it . 
Should l try? But more 
interestinQ than why is 
Hab.eler's own comm~nt -
was it j u~t ified? He _do'esn't 
known. ·tJ!!,i_the"r do 1 .. -Perp~ps 
you wo{l't either, but yo1,1 
should rea,_d it to see: 1J 1is is 
an importan\ bQok. 
Dick Sale · 
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Carn Gow/a, summer 19 78. Left to right: Chris Griffiths, Pat Littlejohn, Dave Bradway, (working on the 
new guide) Andrew Tobin, Simon Harry (doing important new routes here) Rowland Edwards (also 
making 1st ascents) and Paul Renouf (USA). Ken Wilson, who took the photo, says the scene was like 
Anglesey in the sixties - Carn Gow/a is ripe for climbing, the area in the background alone has scope for 
20 - 30 climbs. 

South West Climbs 
by Pat Littlejohn 
Diadem £5.50 
Of all the selected and 
collected climbs series this is 
the most welcome. The 
South-west area is huge with 
scattered crags extending 
from Bristol and Swanage to 
West Penwith and not 
forgetting the fabulous Lundy. 
The area has always been 
popular for a visit by climbers 
- especially from the sun
starved north - but guide 
books have usually been a 
problem to the less well 
known areas and many of 
them have been eminently 
dispensable. Now at last 
within one book is the 
distillation of years of effort. 
Pat Littlejohn is the obvious 
author with his unrivalled 
knowledge of the area and his 
selections are soundly based 
on experience. Of course 
where selections are made 
and climbs plucked out of 
existing guide books, a few 
grumbles might be expected 
but Littlejohn has trodden 
delicately through these 
minefields. It is very much a 
"selection", no crags are 
extensively covered and the 
selections from the well 
known areas are sparse. Like a 
good starter whets the 
appetite without ruining the 
main course. For anyone 
seriously climbing in the well 
known areas a comprehensive 
guide is still a necessity. 
The chief merit of the book 
then is that it points out the 
tremendous wealth of 
climbing (as good as any in 
the country) in the less well 
known corners, particularly on 
the north Cornish coast and 
the various limestone holes in 
south Devon. Many of the 
crags are ideal for a quick 
visit, particularly on the way 
down to Penwith. 

As is to be expected from a 
Ken Wilson publication the 
guide book is well presented . 
The typography is pleasing, 
the maps clear and 
informative and the photo
graphs good though a trifle 
fuzzy in places. Particularly 
pleasing are the historical 
introductions to each 
climbing area. 
In short an invaluable guide 
and a must for most visitors. It 
is written with knowledge and 
love and is not merely a guide 
book cream off. I am thankful 
for it and I am sure many 
others will be. 
Martin Boysen 

Tremadog and the 
Moelwyns 
ed Mike Mortimer 
Climbers Club £3. 75 
When criticizing a new Guide, 
most people do not realise the 
sheer volume of work that has 
to be put into it , and this 
should not be forgotten when 
reading these comments. The 
new Guide falls into the 
average category, not quite 
reaching the higher standard 
of the recent Llanberis Guide. 
The shortening of route 
descriptions is good, but it 
must be born in mind, that 
with practically every piece of 
rock in Tremadoc being 
climbed on, some route 
descriptions do need to be 
more detailed. To alleviate 
this, the Guide writer has left 
out many routes, (perhaps too 
many) and described all the 
direct finishes and starts, 
some as the now normal way 
of climbing these routes. The 
Guide cover is good, 
accompanied by a good 
photograph, and a clear 
challenge (hopefully, when it 
goes, it will not be named 
Peaches) . On the map of the 

area behind the back cover, 
Craig -Rhiw-Goch should be 
between Alltrem and 
Glogwyn-y-Gigfran, not as 
marked. 
The Crag diagrams are poor, 
these should have been 
photographs (Ah - the cost!) 
especially w ith the terse 
descriptions of routes. The old 
gripe of E-grades still crops 
up. If we must have them, 
then surely they should 
appear with the route 
description. The Gwynant 
Valley is covered well, with 
perhaps Ferdinand and Carols 
Crack slightly undergraded. 
In Tremadoc, the Gladeway 
Buttress should have been 
included, as several new 
routes have been cleaned and 
climbed since the last rockfall. 
With a bit of traffic most of 
the loose rock would soon 
disappear. The same goes for 
the Slipway Buttress, if all the 
routes were described, there 
would soon be a reasonable 
way up to them. There is 
incidentally some pleasant 
climbing to be found on the 
Buttress. 
Freudian Sl ip should have 
been straightened, by 
finishing up the arete right of 
First Slip, instead of 
traversing rightwards, and 
finish ing up the Slipway 
Buttress (which according to 
the Guide writer, is not 
worthwhile) . On Avengance, 
Gwyneth, Bwlch-y-Moch and 
Dragon, also Terrequa on 
Pant - lfan, and Perilous 
Journey on Gesail all deserved 
a mention. It would be 
interesting to know how many 
climbers climb Itch in the 
same style as Pincushion in its 
free form. Worth ment ioning 
is the fact that the protection 
peg on Pokers 1st pitch at 
Carreg Hylldrem is not in situ, 
leaving a rather more serious 
lead. 



Coming to the Moelwyniau 
area, more diagrams woul 
would have been helpful. The 
exclusion of Upper Wrysgan 
is not justifiable, especially as 
it is a better crag than Carreg
y-Fran, Craig Rhiw-Goch, 
Craig Fach, Clogwyn-y
Gigfran or the Moel -y-Gest 
Quarry. 
Newcom bes Titus and Groan 
on Clogwyn-y-Bustach 
definitely should have been 
described, and the description 
of Southern Cross is wrong. 
Perrins Dripfeed on Clogwyn
yr-Oen could have been 
mentioned with a different 
finish, the rightward slanting 
Groove, with Plasma retaining 
its old description. No 
mention either of Kerry's A 1 
start to Pinkys upper pitches. 
On Wrysgan, perhaps 
Gesthemane is slightly 
undergraded. Bing the Budgie 
has been climbed free (the 
resting wire no longer in situ 
due to rust). and is most 
certainly undergraded. It also 
should have deserved at least 
2 star recognition. On 
Clipiau, who-climbed 
Undercut Crack? It has been 
claimed by Crook and Bailey 
as Straw Dogs XS, with one 
resting point. Also no metion 
of the direct start to Vestix. On 
Carreg-y-Fran, who climbed 
Psycho completely free at 
HVS. This to my mind is 
grossly undergraded. On 
Clogwyn-y-Gigfran several 
Kerry routes have been left 
out. Carreg Alltrem has been 
covered quite well with 
perhaps Civetta being slightly 
undergraded,andthe 
omission of the Girdle. I was 
also under the impression that 
the line taken by Greenpeace 
is the same as that of 
Thunderbolt, claimed by 
Stewart Cathcart in 1977. 
The omission of routes is 
justified but only when they 
are very artificial in line, this 
does seem to have happened 
often in Tremadoc; but on the 
less frequented outlyinq 
crags, many of the new routes 
have followed more natural 
lines, and there is no 
justification for omitting these 
routes. Rationalisation is no 
excuse for incompleteness. 
It is a pity about the time taken 
for the Guide to be obtainable 
in the shops. If the Guide 
writer had perhaps led more 
of the routes, especially the 
newer ones in the Guide, less 
of the minor inconsistencies 
in the route and pitch 
gradings would have 
occurred. Having said all this, 
I'm sure this Guide was a 
Guide-writer's nightmare. 
Mel Griffiths 

Scottish Ice Fort William. 

LETTERS 
Alaska: Park Service View 
from Robert Gerhard 
The "Access Threat to All 
Alaskan Mountains" 
(Mountain 66) contains 
numerous misleading and 
inaccurate statements. To 
begin with, no changes 
whatsoever have yet been 
made in mountaineering 
regulations in Mount 
McKinley National Park (or 
anywhere else in the State of 
Alaska that we know of). The 
regulations referred to in the 
article are for Mount McKinley 
National Park and are only a 
proposal at this time. Also, 
before they are adopted, a 
lengthy period of time will be 
allowed for public review and 
comment. These comments 
are evaluated and changes 
can be made accordingly. 
The proposed changes in the 
mountaineering regulations 
for Mount McKinley National 
Park have been made in an 
attempt to reduce the 
regulations for mountaineers. 
At the present time, all 
climbers planning to ascend 
either Mount McKinley or 
Mount Foraker must submit a 
registration form and a 
physician's certificate signed 
by a doctor. In addition, each 
party must carry a two-way 
radio. Climbers - or 
backpackers - planning trips 
to any other areas within the 
park register by obtaining a 
backcountry use permit. 
Because we feet that the 
physician's certificate is of 
dubious value and that the 
taking of a radio should be 
each party's decision to make, 
we are trying to eliminate 
those sections of our present 
mountaineering regulations. 
To accomplish this, we have 
proposed a new regulation 
simply requiring registration 
for all mountaineering 
activities over the 5000 foot 
level. The choice of the 5000 
foot limit is admittedly an 
arbitrary one in a 
mountainous park where 
elevations range from below 
2000 feet to over 20,000 
feet, but we believe that this 
most closely approaches the 
dividing line between 

backpacking and 
mountaineering within the 
range. 
Finally, and most importantly, 
the article states that 
"permission" is required 
before anyone is allowed to 
climb. This is not the case. 
Although registration wilt be 
necessary - as it is now -
permission to climb cannot be 
given or withheld by us. 
Registration is not the same 
as a permit or license - there 
is a subtle, yet important, 
difference. 
Our proposed change will 
remove portions of our pesent 
regulations that are 
unnecessary and will make it 
easier for alt climbers to 
register. 
Hopefully, the provided facts 
will be printed in order to allay 
the fears generated by this 
article. 
Robert A. Gerhard, Mount 
McKinley National Park 

Variable grading 
from Richard Goedeke 
In No. 65, p.49 you present a 
guide-book which gives 
different gradings for the 
same climbs - just according 
to the ammount of aid used in 
doing them. It might be 
interesting for you to know, 
that we have been using this 
for nearly a decade now in 
Northern Germany - exactly 
since the first edition of "Die 
Felsen des Weser-Leine
Berglandes" in 1972 (2nd 
edition in 1978). The 
experience fulfilled our 
expectations: We have had 
ever since then a strong 
impulse for free climbing 
(already before it became a 
trend), just because such 
different grading provokes 
more than anything else the 
question "How did you do it?". 
Richard Goedeke, 
Braunschweig. 

Kenyan climbs 
from John Temple 
Ian Howell's campaign on Mt. 
Kenya is unprecedented. 
Shipton, Firmin and Cliff and 
their partners pioneered some 
bold, elegant routes; Howell 

CHAMONIX Winter 1980. 
Accommodation available in our comfortable 
chalet based in this the home of modern ice 
climbing. Food inclusive prepared by one of our 
chalet girls. 

Accommodation available in comfortable fully 
catered chalet. Ideally situated for skiing or winter 
mountaineering. 
£70 to £85 per week all inclusive. 

£45 per person per week alt inclusive. 

has more than doubled the 
number of rock routes their 
combined efforts achieved. 
One of his recent routes, the 
left edge of the Nelion E. Face, 
is unmentioned and though 
much of the climb is 
undistinguished it has a 
superbly situated aid pitch 
across the shadowed slab on 
the left skyline of the photo on 
P.39. no 67. 
The corner line of the 
Diamond Buttress was his 
idea, not mine. I was pressing 
for an attempt on a line in the 
area of the present Direct. 
The N.E. Face of Bation does 
not suffer from summer 
shadow but from summer 
storms - the weather in the 
July-September season is 
much less settled than in 
January - March and the 
whole mountain can be 
plastered in snow, Pillar route 
included. Anyone planning a 
visit to Mr. Kenya should, if at 
all possible, go in the January 
- March season. 
John Temple, Kent. 

Miss Bell in the Alps 
from D F O Dangar 
Miss Gertrude Bell did not 
succeed in climbing the 
North-east face of the Fin
steraarhorn in 1902 as 
implied in Mountain 67 p.43. 
She and her guides, the Fuhrer 
brothers of lnnertkirchen, 
were overtaken by a blizzard 
high on the mountain in the 
course of the first serious 
attempt on the face and had 
to retreat. They were out for 
fifty-seven hours and the safe 
descent of the party was a 
remarkable achievement. G. 
A. Hasler with Fritz Amatter 
made the first successful 
ascent of the North-east face 
in July 1904. 

D F O Dangar 
Devon 

For further details write to 
Mal Duff 
Mountain Experience Ltd 
12b Moray Place 
Edinburgh 
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The Games Climbers Play 
Edited by Ken Wilson £8 .50 
A selection of 100 mountaineering articles 

Gervasutti' s Climbs 

Cl4$1CS 
IOM 
DIADEM 

by Giusto Gervasutti £3.25 Limpbound 
A remarkable autobiography by one of the 
leading Italian mountaineers of the 1930s 

On The Heights 
by Walter Bonatti £3.95 Limpbound 
Important memoirs by a world famous climber 

Climbing in North America 
by Chris Jones £5.95 Limpbound 
Important history book replete with anecdote 
and interest, a new paperback edition of the 
original book 

Classes year-round 
Guided climbs anywhere 

Fast paced, comprehensive instruction, 
training and conditioning. Enter at your level 
of ability. Proceed at your best pace. Courses 
include: Basic Rock Climbing, Intermediate and 
Advanced Free Climbing, Leading, Direct Aid, 
Bouldering, Technical and 
Summer Ice Climbing and FREE ~ 
Guided Climbs. BROCHURE n: 
Name (Print) 

Address 

City State Zip 

California Mountaineering 
and Technical Rock 
Climbing School 

Mountaineering in Scotland 
Undiscovered Scotland 
by W. H. Murray £8.25 
Bill Murray's classic books on Scotland in one 
hardbound volume 

K2 - The Savage Mountain 
by Charles Houston, Robert Bates 
and Others £4 .95 Limpbound 
Gripping adventure on the world's second 
highest peak 

The Last Blue Mountain 
by Ralph Barker £3 .95 Limpbound 
Classic expedition epic account of tragedy and 
courage 

Diadem Books 
C/ O Cordee 249 Knighton Church Rd Leicester 

P.O. Box 1576 ' " / 
ldyllwild, Ca. 92349 1 f 

1 (714) 659-4ao1 1114) 365-1152 , -11{, n 1 ------------iii 
Manufacturers of high quality garments. Smlthfold Lana WORSLEY 
MANCHESTER M28 6AR. ENGLAND. Telegrams 'HENRI LLOYD ' 
WALKDEN'. Talephone:061-790 2277/8 & 061-799 5480 (2 lines) 
Telex: 666765 D HENRI G. 

~ 
ALAN ROUSE ~~ 

t limb. 
JANNU ALPINE STYL 
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Tents for Mountain 
Moor and Meadow 

There are nine models in our range of lightweight 
tents - offering various combinations of 

accommodation / storage space/ headroom. 
With most models, the flysheet can be pitched first 

in adverse weather so that the inner tent 
can be erected, and gear stored in the dry. 

Base-Packer - Sleeps 2 (illustrated) 
Double bell -end tent, for the backpacker who needs extra 
space. (Weight : 5 lbs. 5 oz. - 2.42 kg .) 

ROBERT SAUNDERS (Chigwell) LIMITED, 
Five Oaks Road, CHIGWELL, Essex, England. 

(Send for catalogue enclosing 9p.stamp for postage) 

continuing 20 years of gu1d1ng & alpine 1nstruct1on 

PALISADE SCHOOL OF MOUNTAINEERING 

its the best-

CLOGS 
new oval 

Clogwyn Cl imbing Gear Ltd . Clwty Bont, 
Deiniolen, Gwynedd, N. Wales . 

Send for course details to : 
CLUB VAGABOND, 
1854 Leysin, Switzerland. 

Director: tf Peter Boardman. 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF MOUNTAINEER/NB 

'THEEBDC. 
THE STRONGEST MOST ADVANCED 
ICE TOOL AVAILABLE. 
Pick & Handle are continuous, one piece, 
certified steel. All points are differentially 
heat treated to prevent brittleness . 
Available in 47" straight droop or curved 
pick . (Wt . 1.6oz.) 

U.S. Post paid $50.00 each or $90.00 pair 

Specify straight or curved pick 

For free information write or call I.C.E. 
714 · 5325954 

INTERNATIONAL CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 
669 Whilshire Pl. Newbury Park, Ca. U.S.A. 

. . rochure 
· ·ear. ;1 

._ 3 Castleton . .,. 



Fjallraven-
the professionalSchoice 

Delivered to your door at lowest possible prices 

The original pyramid tent that can sleep up to 
four. Outer tent of tough G-67 fabric (height. 
175cm) Inner tent of tearproof 'Rutarme' /i' 
fabric . Mosquito net across inner door./ j 
Six piece middle pole (for height .' 
adjustment in hilly terrain) can also 0 
be set at an angle for maximum '· 
space utilisation. 
Colour Green / 
Weight 2650 gram ca. 

A tent suitable for the amateur and enthusiast 
alike . Transverse ridge gives maximum space and 
apses allow room for cooking/storage etc. 
Opening has fully adjustable vent/mosquito net. 
Outer tent and bottom in fully waterproof synthetic 
fabric. Inner roof of breathable nylon fabric. 
Sleeps 2 comfortably 
Colour Green Weigh! 2550 gram ca . 
Reg No 1c1 32O2 4 VA T No 303 4559 79 

Fjallraven is one of the most respected names in Europe for a wide 
range of expe.dition tested camping gear, clothing and equipment. 

The choice of Internat1onal mountaineers and enthusiasts, our low 
prices are possible by selling direct to you whilst offering goods 

of the highest calibre and quality. TERMO G66 ALU: 
Originally designed for the Greenland Expedition of 1966, the G66 

has been tested in some of the world 's worst conditions. With 
reflective Aluflex on the outer tent exterior, the G66 has double 

walls making it warmer in cold weather, cooler in summer. 
Breathable inner tent avoids condensation problems 

and outer gives plenty of room for covered cooking 
etc . Floor in fully waterproof G-67 fabric . Fully 
adjustable vent/ mosquito net across whole of 

innertent door. Height front 120 cm, back 70 cm. 
External bow support makes tent extra 

spacious. Total weight ca 2200 gram 
Sleeps 2 comfortably. 

\ 
HOW TO ORDER: 

Make your cheques, P.O's etc. payable to : 
FJALLRAVEN SPORTS EQUIPMENT (UK) LTD 

Access Card Holders welcome, Please allow 10-14 days for delivery. 
Money or goods refunded if not absolutely deli'ghted, simply return to 
us unmarked within 21 days. 
Post To Fjallraven Sports Equipment (UK) Ltd., PO Box 5, Harrogate. 
HG3 3PN. Telephone : Ripon 5363 24 hour service. r-------------1 Please send me. . .. Thermo G66 Price .. 

. . .... ..... Thermo Expedition (Green) Price .. . 

I .... ... ... ... .. Everest 2 (Green) Price .. 

I Please send me your colour brochure D (tick if required) TOTAL 

I ACCESS CARDS WELCOME If paying by credit card please ensure 
that the address given Is the same as the card holder's . 

. I I enclose cheque/PO for£ ..... ... . . Please debit my Access account 
I No ... 

Name .... 

I Address . 

I Signed .. .. .. ... .. .... ......... . ....... . .. . ... . . ....... . 

FJALLRAVEN : Fjallraven Sports Equipment (UK) Ltd. I PO Box 5, Harrogate HG3 3PN. 
TEL: Ripon 5363 -124 hour service. 
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Galibier 

SUPER GUIDE R.D. 

Excellent design and quality has 
made it probably the most 
popular mountain boot in the 
world. 

SUPERPRO 

This superb boot is the 
professional version of the 
famous Super Guide. P.V.C. 
tollCap protects against abrasion 
and leather is tanned tougher 
for maximum wear. 

PEUTEREY 

Wider fitting and lower fit round 
ankles than the Super Guide with 
very comfortable padding makes 
the Peuterey an ideal all round 
mountain boot. Uppers of same 
leather as Super Guide. 

the international standard of quality 

Feature for feature, detail for detail the quality of Galibier 
is unbeatable. For generations alpinists worldwide have 
relied on Galibier to provide the highest quality, best 
designed mountain foot wear available anywhere. 
A long family tradition of hand craftsmanship and un
paralleled care coupled with the finest of materials has 
resulted in a range of mountain boots envied, often 
copied, but most certainly never equalled by the 
competition. 
On rock or ice the three boots shown allow you to edge or 
front point with precision and comfort all day or all 
season. 
Here are just a few of their features:- Upper from highest 
grade double tanned full reversed hide cut from a single piece, 
with integrated bellows tongue: Separate well padded inner 
tongue: Full length fluted spoon shaped tempered steel shank 
topped by wooden shank for maximum insulation: Real 
leather insole: Hand stitched narrow Norwegian welt: Lace 
grippers and much more. 
You can depend on Galibier. That is why their boots are 
recognised as the international standard of quality. 
U.K. Distributors:-
Troll Safety Equipment, Uppermill, Oldham. Tel. 045 77 2120. 

The world's lightest full size Karabiner: 
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Salewa hollow 2,000 kp 
The Salewa hollow karabiner is the lightest full 
size karabiner in the world; big wall climbers will 
appreciate the huge weight saving of a bunch of 
Salewa hollow karabiners as well as the light smooth 
gate action. - A masterprice of Salewa technology. 

• Individually load tested, to the guaranteed strength 
of 2000kp (breaking strength 2250kp). 

• Finest workmanship down to the most minute 
detail. 

• Manufactured from special aircraft alloy tubing. 

• Smooth gate action. Distinct lip to catch pegs. 

• The more you carry, the more you'll notice the 
difference. 

Also available: RR Hollow Karabiner, model Royal Robbins. 
Exclusively available in the U.S.A. from Mountain 
Paraphernalia Modesto Ca. 

Made by climbers for climbers 
t~ SALEWA 

Send tor our fully illustrated technical catalogue to: Mrs.M.Long, Karrimor International Limited, Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes. 
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Tropical Ice (Mountain Guides) 
Trekking Specialists on the Mountains and Gamelands 
of Kenya 

Professional guiding on East African mountains. Special 
21-day and 14-day DISCOVER AFRICA programme, 
which includes trekking or technical climbing on Mt. Kenya 
- rock and ice instruction available; Hell's -Gate Gorge; 
trekking in big-game country near Mara Game Reserve; 
Mombasa and Kenya coast. 

For further details write to: 
lain Allan, TROPICAL ICE (DISCOVER AFRICA) 
P.O. Box 57341, Nairobi, Kenya. Tel: 743463. 

Right 
behind 

you 

And not least, the support of an organisation working 
constantly to protect and represent your interests. 
So help us - to help you. 

~· Crawford House 
Precinct Centre 

m~British 
Booth Street East 
Manchester M13 9RZ 

Mountaineering Please enrol me as 
an Associate Member 

Council for £9.50 with maga-
zine/ £3.50 without. Name 

Aadress 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

L--------------1 

ALAN ROUSE 
RAB CARRINGTON 
BRIAN HALL 
MAL DUFF 
DAVE CUTHBERTSON 
JOHN PORTER 
JOHN FISCHER 

RSES INCLUDE 
INTER 

NOES 
TAINEERiNG 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

.. - . . . . . . -- . . . . . . 
AUSTRALIA 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S). 
N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C). 
N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment, 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S). 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
224 Barry Parade, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. 07.52.8804 or 52.8894. 
South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Climbing Equipment, 
98 Fullarton Road, 
Norwood 5067 
Tai. 08.332.7793 (C) (M) (S). 
Tasmania: Hobart 
Outdoor Equipment, 
212 Liverpool. Street, 7000. 
Tel. 002.346213 (C) (M) (S). 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.8428. 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports (Auckland) Ltd., 
2nd Floor, Corner Victoria & 
Kitchener Streets, 
Tel. 374764 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
200 Madras Street, 
Tel. 67.148 
Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 
Tel. 74.646 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W.41. 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 
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HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
(Mountaineering Division of 
'The Action Corporation'), 
402 Li Po Chun Chamber, 
Des Vouex Road Central, 
Tel. 5-435063 
Mail. Tsat Tsz Mui 
Post Office Box No. 73 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. 09663.2297. 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Aviemore 
Nevisport, 
43 Grampian Road. (M) 
Tel. 0479.810208. 
Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street, 
Tel. 0232.38572. 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Oueensway,4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816. (S). . 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop. (S). 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021.643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, (C), 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.454.8771. 
Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
39 Darwen Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Cburch Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd. 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Ki.ngs Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
138Western Road. (S) (M). 
Tel. 0273.26874. 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Bristol 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0272.23166. 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816. 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C). 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205. 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232. 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370. 
Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays, 
Tel. 0222.28892. 
Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear 
148 Ninian Park Road, 
Tel. 0222.390531. 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239. 
Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311. 
Chesterfield 
The Adventure Centre, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate, 
Tel. 0246.38660. 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
61 Empress Buildings 
Binley Road 
Tel. 0203.441241 
Derbyshire/Hope 
Magic Mountain, 
93 Castleton Road. 
Tel. 0433.20516. 
Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501/2. 
Dundee 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
93-117 Princes Street. (C). 
Tel. 0382.43766. 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
46 Dairy Road. 
Tel. 031.337.2332. 
Elgin 
Bill Marshall, 
11 Commerce Street. 
Tel. 0343.44073. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181/182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421. (C) (S). 
FortWilliam 
Nevisport 
131 High Street. 
Tel. 0397.4921 /4922 
Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4531/2. 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533. 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street, (M), 
Tel. 041.332.4814. 
Glasgow 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4007. 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748. 
Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
28 John William Street. 
Tel. 0484.23165. (C) (M). 
Hyde, Cheshire 
The Out-of-Doors Centre, 
11 Manchester Road. 
Tel. 061.368.1558. 
Inverness 
Clive Rowland, 
60 Academy Street, 
Tel. 0463.38746. 
Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road 
Tel. 0596.73524. 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610. 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. Tel. 0332.42245. 

Derby Leeds 
Outdoor Shop, Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
201 Normanton Rd., DE3 6US 21 122 Grand Arcade. (C). 
Tel. 0332.45204. Tel. 0532.458634. 

Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre, (C) (M). 
Tel. 0302.21297. 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road (S). 
Tel. 0533.551952 



Liverpool 
Ellis Br igham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051 .709.6912. 
Liverpool 
Don Morrison, 
43 Harrington Street, 2. 
Tel. 051 .236.0525. 
Uanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 . 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd ., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01.723.5252. 
London 
Alpine Sports Ltd., 
5-12 Holborn, E.C.1 . 
Tel. 01.404.5681 . 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.4426. 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
53-54 Rathbone Place, W.1. 
Tel. 01.636.6645. (C). 
London 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01.836.8541 /7. 
Luton 
Out & About, 
20 Stuart Street, 
Tel. 0582.38952. 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd .), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167. 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161. (C) (M) (S) . 
Manchester, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road, 
Tel. 061.928.6613. 
Manchester, Urmston 
J & A Sports & Camping Co., 
15 Station Road. (C). 
Tel. 061 .748.6408. 
Manchester 
Y.H .A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) . 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 
Manchester 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340. 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road . 
Tel. 0642.248916. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
l.D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561. 
Newcastle-upon-1 yne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. 
Tel. 0632.24941. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
The Four Seasons, 
115-117 Northumberland St. 

North Wales: Deinolen 
Clogwyn Cl imbing Gear Ltd ., 
Clwt.y-Bont LL55 3DE 
Tel. 028.682.551. 

Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
15 Westlegate. 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230. 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061.620.3900. 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110. 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Middlegate. 
Tel. 0768.4505. 
Penrith 
Mountain Craft, 
4 Castlegate . 
Tel. 0768 .5993. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portsmouth 
Safari, The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705.29410. 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903. 
Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706 .525196. 
Rotherham 
The Adventure Centre, 
The Guardian Centre, 
Tel. 0709 68660. 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742 .27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018. 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwill iam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631. 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422. 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Alpenstock 
2 Port Street. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945 . 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137. 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229. 
Wells, Somerset 
Rocks port, 
Bus Station , Wells. 
Tel. 0749.73054. 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
2 Victoria Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876. 

York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate . 
Tel. 0904 .53567 . 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 117. 
Oslo 
Sport Co. A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt.6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381. 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 
Dolfi sport, 
Snemandsvej la, 2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 02.94.87 .94. 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 . (C) (M) (S) . 
Alaska: Talkeetna 
Alaska Mountain Company, 
Talkeetna 99676. 
Tel. 907.733.2306. 
Arizona: Tempe 
Roadrunner Climbing and 
Touring Society, 
1825 N. Scottsdale Rd. 85281 . 
Tel. 602.949.5082 . (C) . 
California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave. , 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 . (C) (S) . 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735. 
California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650 
Tel. 209.439.0745. (C) (S). 
California: Glendale 
Kelty Mountaineering, 
1801 Victory Blvd., 91201. 
Tel. 213.247.3110. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S) . 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd ., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C)(M)(S). 
California: Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917 . (C) (S) . 

California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 
443 12th Street, 92101. 
Tel. 714.232.2167 . (C)(M) (S) . 
California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 
California: San Luis Obis1;10 . 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel. 805.541.1533. (C)(M)(S) . 

California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mtneering, 
3040 State Street, 93105 
Tel. 805.682.1083 

California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408. (C)(M)(S) . 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.8616. 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering 
2020 30th Street, 80301 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Colorado Springs 
The Cobbler, 
1 O South 25th Street, 80904. 
Tel. 303.475.7626. 
Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.6419 (C) (M) (S) . 
Colorado: Durango 
Pineneedle Mountaineering 
835 Main Ave., Suite 211, 
81301. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 303.247.8728. 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Tel. 303.586.5391. 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M) . 
Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220. (C) (M) (S). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
41 O W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133.(C)(M)(S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832.(C)(M)(S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue, 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C)(M)(S) . 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Ave. South, 55454. 
Tel. 612.339.3433. (C)(M)(S). 
Michigan: East Lansing 
Great Lakes Mountain Supply, 
541 East Grand River Ave., 
48823. 
Tel. 517.351.2060. 
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Montana: Hamilton 
Expeditions International 
215 Main St., (Box 1040), 
59840. 
Tel. 406.363.3440. (C)(S). 
N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment (Paul Ross), 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 . 

New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868. (C)(M)(S) . 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
-14 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S). 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East, 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C)(M)(S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
880 W' Lancaster Ave., 19010 
Tel. 215.527 .3616. 

Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536. 
Texas: Austin 
Whole Earth Provision Co., 
2410 San Antonio Street. 
78705. Tel. 512.478.1577. 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106. 
Tel. 801.466.2101. (C)(M) (S). 
Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (M)(S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C)(M)(S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M)(S). 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105. 
Tel. 206.633.4431. 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020. (C)(M)(S) . 
Washington: Wenatchee 
Asplund's Ski Touring, 
1544 N.Wenatchee Ave.,98801. 
Tel. 509.662.6539. (C)(M)(S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C)(M)(S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H H Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447. 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H H Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 . (C)(M)(S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307 .742.3191. (S)(C). 

PACK US ON YOUR NEXT 
ADVENT RE 

MMIO 

DON'T THROW THEM AWAY 
Your back issues of Mountain are wanted. Will pay premium price. 

Also will swap or sell some extras, as available. 
Bruce Beck, 4025 State St. No. 54, Santa Barbara, Ca. 93110 USA. 
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The Ascent of 
RUM DOODLE 

byW. E. BOWMAN 

'The Ascent of Rum Doodle' was first published in 
1956 and has long been out of print. The original 
hardback version is now a valued collectors' piece 

;~ -r,'l _ justifying the rare and 
;;:«:;- / p;._;,_ .. · '· . . unique quality of humour 
" -· . • . . _,;.:.. that this book holds. At 
~-...' -~ 
~~:.·· 40,000½ feet high, Rum 

• Doodle is of course the 
· highest mountain in the 

~
. world which is apt as this 

book sends up big expe-
ditions higher than most. 

,_,,. Availabe from October 

TRANGQ: 

1979 in paperback. 
Price U.K. £2.95 
USA $6.95 (via Royal 
Robbins) 

the nameless tower 
by JIM CURRAN 

This is the enthralling story of the first ascent of 
Nameless Tower (20,500ft), the finest of the Trango 
Towers. The book covers the 1975 failure and the 
eventual success the following year by Joe Brown, 
Martin Boysen, Mo Anthoine and Malcolm Howells. 

Jim Curran, who went 
with the expedition to 
film the ascent, reflects 
in this book the agonies 
of climbing great diffi
culties at a high altitude 
and by readily admitting 
his position as a humble 
climber gives fresh in 
sight into the whims and 
wonders of his all-star 
compan ions. 
Price U.K. £6.95 
U.S.A. Distributors 
Royal Robbins 

Available shortly will be a unique large format book 
that essentially republishes all the 'INFO' from 
Mountain magazine for the 10 years from 1969 to 
1978. As the undisputed authority on world 
mountaineering, Mountain magazine ' INFO' is an 
unrivalled source of reference. This book with its own 
exhaustive new Index provides a fascinating reflection 
on 1 O of the most interesting years in the history of 
mountaineering. 

Published by:
DARK PEAK LTD .• 
336 ABBEY LANE. 
SHEFFIELD S8 OBY. Tel: 0742 - 586587 



~ Sleeping Bags A...& and Thermal Clothif1S 
Mountain Equ;pn.,t 

vista 

BRIX/A ... 
1zcmberlan ,,.. 
It~ 
1::1111:: 

Photo: Brian Hall 

Fibre Pile 
Bags and jackets 

Shirts, jackets 
and Breeches 

Mountain Boots 

Walking Boots 

Lightweight Boots 

Ropes and Mitts 

_ u ROPA 
SP 

Distributors -



Trail & hiking boots of one-piece split butt 
leather uppers with integral bellows tongue for 
complete water-proof wear. Upper top cut-out 
with padded foam scree collar of leather. Box 
leather lining on microcellular padding. Lacing 
with hooks and eyelets. Metal lug stiffness where 
needed. Rubber midsole stitched to new profile 
Vibram sole. Sizes 3-13. 

ZERO POINT NINE 

68a COMPTON STREET 
LONDON EC1 V OBN TEL: 01-2512152 
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