


~------__...~-Jaguar 7 

NEW JAGUAR 7 features for 79/80 

fil,i) rnri1 
Specially positioned top pocket for extra head clearance and 
extendable flap. Extension/Snowlock sewn in. 

'KS-lOOe' - THE WORW'S FIRST 
WATERPROOF TEXTURISED 
RUCSAC FABRIC. 

t(KS-100e is a registered trade mark of 
karrimor lntemational Limited.) 

The sac for 
all seasons 
and all 
continents 
JAGUAR7 
Only available in the 
new KS-lOOe fabric. t 
this sac is something 
special. 

It has VERSA TILllY 
as it's second name, 
with it you can: 

A. Use it as a general 
purpose Alpine sac. 
B. Add pockets to 
make it a 70 litre sac for 
carrying gear to the hut 
C. Carry skis for ski
mountaineering. 
D. Convert it to a 
'clean' sac for rock
climbing and big routes 
by removing the frame, 
hip belt and pocket 
straps. (A piece of 
karrimat can be inserted 
into the frame pocket). 

For further details send for our fully 
illustrated price list & technical guide to 
Mrs. M. Long, karrimor 
International ltd., Avenue Parade, 
Accrington, Lancashire, B85 6PR 



KS-IOOe 
(Reg'd. T.M.) 

has a friendly feel 
but an aggressive 

performance 
1959 Karrimor established its premier position with 

its ever popular cotton duck fabric. 
1969 Karrimor introduced Nylon rucsacs to the U.K. and set new European 

standard~ in coatings 
1979 Karrimor leads again with KS-1 00e. 

KS-100e is a completely new rucsac fabric with a completely new elastomer 
coating which actually combines the best qualities of both cotton and nylon. 

It is tougher and more durable; it is the first fabric purpose-designed for rucsacs. 

Now available in a new exciting colour range: 
Red, Navy Blue, Green, Purple, and Stone. 

Look for this label the sign of karrimor quality and performance 

This Rucsac is made from 

KS-IOOe 
Created specially for Rucsacs by karrimor. 
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Alpine Adventure
Adventure is Our Business. 

Mountain Dream big wall haul-bag and their prototypes 
have been tested, hauled, carried, and abused on 

major big walls throughout the world. Painstaking 
attention has been paid to every detail in their 

manufacture and design. Ballistics nylon and ex
tremely strong tight weave, waterproof material 
is used in the construction of each bag. Two 
sizes are available: Grade V - 14" diameter, 40n 

high, nearly 6200 cubic inches of stash space. 
Excellent for use on less demanding Grade VI 
climbs. Grade VI - 1 r diameter, 40n high, 
nearly 9,000 cubic inches of space. Use of 
this bag may eliminate in many situations 
taking two haul bags. 

Check appropriate box: 

□ Grade V - $65 
0

\ □ Grade VI - $75 
. \ □ Please send further information 

on these products. 
Send my Mountain Dream to: 
Name 

)

\ Addre-ss ----
City ___ State __ Zip __ 

I ., alpine~ 
· •;:___ •·' adventure,#.,.~, 

P.O. Box 6311, Salt Lake City, Utah 84106 801-942-0344 B 
Photography by John CINl'9 

ALWAYS THE 
BRAND LEADERS 

l~lll~Nl~Y(on left) 

in No.1 GOOSE DOWN 
'l1lll~llll() 
,J1\(jl{l~'l1(onright) 
in HOLLOFIL 
STILL THE BEST 
FOR QUALITY 
Well proven, reliable 
mountain v,,,ear, 
the product of experience. 
Freney is also available 
in Goretex. 



Throughout t!!e,,.w,.t11tld, Belstaff s 
fifty years of craftsinanship is 
recognised fePtts uncompromising 
quality. 

Using the finest ma · , 
exclusive to Belstaff, the garfnent8 
are tailored for complete protection, 
style and freedom of moveQlent
in fact made for the game. 

For the man who wants value for 
money-it's Belstaff. 

Belstaff 
TASMAN 

WAXPROOFED COTTON 
Here's where real experience 

shows. _ 
Take the material: if' s waxed 

cotton-so while it keeps you dry, 
it also 'breathes' to keep you 
comfortable, and it can be 
re-proofed and repaired easily. 

It's light in weight and packs 
small. 

The specially construct._i hood 
is attached and fits beautif-

Every seam is weatherproofed 
and the two way non-corrosive 
z·p ha a studded overflap for 
protection. 

Material specification approved 
y Chrls,Boni~IP-'. 

14:leal for walking and great 
!staff Oalue. 

r retailer or r 
ur free colour 

emattonal 
t., Longto 

t St1 
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GEAR CHOSEN 
FOR SUCCESSFUL 

NUPTSE EXPEDITION 

SAMAS Shirts 

VISTA Pile Suits and Jackets 

DOUBLETEX Thermal Underwear 

MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT Sleepin3 Ba3s &.. Down Suits 

EDELWEISS Ropes.Tapes &..Mitts 

CLOG Axes &.. Carabiners 

GRIVEL Glacier Glasses 

KD Hats 

EUROPA Socks &.. Stockin3s 

GOOD CHOICE LADS 
AND WELL DONE 

All products distributed by EUROPA SPORT 

Our Experience: 
Alan Rouse, Brian Hall, Rab 
Carrington, Mal Duff, Dave 
Cuthbertson, John Porter, 
John Fisher . (Palisade 
School of Mountaineering). 

Your Experience: 
1980 Courses & 
Expeditions include: 
Scottish Winter Snow 
& Ice, Alpine 
Mountaineering, 
Peruvian Andes, Old 
Man of Hoy, British 
Rock. 

MOUNTAIN 
EXPERIENCE 
12B Moray Place, 
Edinburgh. 
Tel. 031 661 2263 . 

Manufacturers of high quality garments. Smlthfold Lane, WORSLEY, 
MANCHESTER M28 SAR. ENGLAND. Telegrams 'HENRI LLOYD 
WALKDEN'. Telephone:061-790 2277/8 & 061-799 6480 (2 lines) 
Telex : 666766 D HENRI G. 



New Year onanza! 
No Post & Packi Mail Orders ! 

TECN ICA 'SUPER GUIDE' BOOTS 
A lpine Sports have sold this great mountain boot 
for several seasons now and its reputation for price 
and qual ity has grown by leaps and bounds. We are 
still able to offer this boot at an amazing 'value 
for money' sum with no change in the boots top 
specifications! The features include .. 
= Full grain, one piece, reversed leather uppers. 
= Spoon shaped full length'ribbed steel shank. 
= Leather plus rubber through soles. 
= Vibram 'Gold seal' block toe and heel sole. 
= Hook and ring lacing with locking cleats. 
= Double tongue with velcro centering. 
= Full Norwegian sewn welts. 
= Sizes from 35 (English 2¾1 to 48 (English 12½1. 

NEW YEAR PRICE O1\ILY ... .£55.00! 

STRONE 'EXPEDITION'S/BAG 
(not illustrated) 

A four season bag , made in man-made fibre, that 
is exclusive to us. The double 6oz 'Hollofil' quilting 
that is used in the bag makes it suitable for year· 
round use whilst keeping a reasonable weight. 
The bag features a full length zip that is backed 
by a full baffle. Other features include 
= Rip-stop nylon outer. 
= Cowl hood and boxed foot. 
= Length 89", Width 30". 
= Weight 3Ib 12oz. 
= Colours as available; Plus stuff sac. 

ICE ONL Y .... £45.95! ,., ....... 

ALPELIT 'PIOLET MARCHE' AXE 
( not illustrated) 

Winter walking in our hills requires good sense and 
the correct equipmen t . A good strong walking axe 
is essential if you are on snow and ice covered ground, 
this French ice axe is ideal. The axe is fully U.I.A.A. 
approved and with a metal shaft it is of course very 
strong, the ice axe head is cast metal too. In sizes: 
70, 75, 80, 85 and 90cms. 

~ W YEAR PRICE ONLY ... .£19.95! 

ALPINE SPORTS 'ARCTIC' JACKET 
This exclusive jacket , made for us by a leading man 
facturer of yachting clothing, has all the features t 
one expects in a pile fibre jacket but at a fraction 
the cost that you would normally pay 1 

= Acrylic/Polyester deep pile fabric. 
= Two large pockets. 
= Full length nylon coil zip. 
= High double collar for warmth and protection. 
= Elasticated cuffs and hem. 
= Colours red or navy blue 
= Sizes: XS, S M, Land XL. 

l\!EW YEAR PRICE ONLY .... £12.95! 

INE SPORTS STRONE VEST STRONEPOLARJACKET 

The Strone Polar J t. and Vest o n the left , 
the Mountain Duve on the right ; all three e 
available in si zes: XS, S, M , L and X L . 

rbly versatile garment that is very light and 
ct; during the spring, summer and autumn 
e slipped on at any time to give warmtrl to 
nk whilst leaving the arms free and during 
ter it can be worn underneath another jacket 
rone Polar Jacket' for example) ·10 give extra 
and versatility. Features include: 
7oz 'Hol lotil' quilting. 

lazed nylon outer. 
large handwarmer pockets. 
ed zip and high collar. 
rs: royal blue or navy blue. 
t 1 lb 3oz approx. 

YEAR PRICE ONL Y .... £19.95! 

A light, warm jacket that is ideal for winter walking 
and climbing. Filled witli a single layer of 7oz 'Holl
ofil' material. If used with the 'Strone Vest' then you 
have a very versatile eombination. 
= 2oz glazed nylon outer. 
= Two large handwarmer pockets. 
= Toothed zip front with poppere:J flap. 
= High collar with detatchable poppered hood. 
= Colour navy blue only. 
= Weight 2Ib 5oz approx. 

NEW YEAR PRICE ONLY .... £39.95! 

STRONE MOUNTAIN DUVET 
A top syn th etic jacket suitable for use in the most 
severe cond itions, the back of the jacket, as in the 
'Strone Polar Jacket', is cut long to protect the base 
of the sp ine• especially when sitting or bending. 

ALPINE 'SUMMIT' SLEEPING BAG 
(not illustrateri) 

If you do not yet have a 
copy of our FREE 28 page 
'Mountain Gear' catalogue 
then write to us now! 
This catalogue gives details 
of our full range of back
packing, walking and clim
bing equipment, it comes 
complete with a full price 
list with over 650 items. 

= Double 6oz 'Hollofil' on the trunk. 
= Si ngle layer of insulation on the arms for ease 

of movement when climbing: 
= Tw o large handwarmer pockets. 
= T oothed zip w i th poppered flap. 
= H igh co l lar with detatchable poppered hood. 
= Colour royal blue only. 
= Weight 2Ib 14oz approx. 

NEW YEAR PRICE ONLY .... £49.95! 

MAIL ORDER SERVICE: 

An exclusive to Alpine Sports, this Chinese made 
bag is filled with 2Ib (900g) of new grey duck down. 
The full length zip, that makes this bag so versatile, 
is backed by a down filled baffle. There is a collar 
inside the bag which helps retain valuable warmth. 
= Slant wall baffles, cowl hood and boxed foot. 
= Length 90", width 30". 
= Weight 3Ib 11 oz. 
= Use : four seasons 
= Colours as available; Plus stuff sac. 

NEW YEAR PRICE ONLY .. .. £89.95! 

The special offers in this advert 'are available through our excellent mail 
o rder service. T here is NO post and packing charge on any of these items' 
Cheques and pos tal orders should be made payable to 
A lp ine Sports (Holborn) Ltd. and sent to: The Climbing Mail Order Dept., 

19 Grange Road, L ondon SE1 3BE. 
■ ., [~ We welcome credit card orders, simply 

G=::::;;J ~ I quote your card number, or phone on: 
- 01 237 3545 and we will debit your acc

ount directly 
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Collins' Butt Bag • At last a better 
belay seat! This three point design 
offers a very comfortable diaper
type seat that won't slide up or 
down your rear. Works better than 
the old belay seats for overhanging 
prussiks, and it makes an excellent 
bosun's chair. Still small enough to 
carry in your back pocket. 
Weight: o oz. 

Super Sling • This is a hardware 
sling in keeping with modern 
trends of hard free climbing. The 
carrying part of the sling is 8 mm 
rope which is sewn and riveted to 
wide comfortable seat belt webb
ing. Two pi('ces of velcro hooks 
grab on to sweaters, wool shirts, or 
pil(' jackets and help to keep the 
sling in corr('ct position on the 
shoulder. Strength ot the Sling is 
500 kg. Weight: 2.5 oz. 

N A R D ij E Q u p M E N T 

tfODUcJ:r 
/580 ~~ 

Piolet • We are now making the new 
Piolet in our own factory in Ventura 
where we are more in command of 
quality control. The head is lighter yet 
stronger and is made of welded 
together stamp<?d parts so there is no 
chance ot any forging flaws. The steel 
used is aircraft quality nickle-chrome 
molybdenum tor low temperature 
strength, hJrdness. and toughness. 
The shaft we now use is a revolu
tionary laminate ot aluminum tubing. 
graphite (carbon fiber), and fiberglass. 
The aluminum offers high impact 
strength. the graphite high tensile 
unidirectional st rength, and the 
tiberglass is for abrasion resistance, 
good grip, and insulati,in. The 
graphite also dampens vibration in the 
pi,k which results in better penetra
tion in brittle ice. Shatt strength: 75Ll 
kg. Weight: 7Ll cm . I lb. 8 oz. 

Light-D Carabiner • We've made a new 
carabiner that weighs only 1/., ounce 
more than our hollow featherweight yet 
has a minimum strength of BOO kg. 
Weight was saved by using sma ller 
diameter rod stock for the body and 
strength added by having smal ler radiu, 
corners so that most of the force is away 
from the gate latch. The gate opens under 
body weight and of course the finish and 
quality of workmanship is consistent with 
all Chouinard carabiners. Weight: I . 7 oz. 

Face Nord Pa.ck • We've expanded upon 
our proven Creag Dubh pack idea to 
make the ideal pack for alpine climbing. 
The Face Nord is 33% larger (2200 cu. 
in.) and has two side leather patches for 
carrying skis or adding on side pockets. 

Rigid Crampons · Rigid crampons are again available! We have worked 
close ly with Salewa the past year on redesigning our rigid, . and ha,-e uim,· 
up with a stronger and more reliable crampon. The Chouinard rigid is still 
a fully adjustable twelve point crampon designed specitically tor tcchni,·,11 
ice climbing Weight I lb . 7 oz. 

Chouinard Equipment is manufactured and distributed by 
----------GREAT PACIFIC IRONWORKS , P.O. Box 150, Ventura, CA 93001 
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ORION 
GORE-TEX OVERBREECHES 

No sweat , you can wear them 
comfortably all day . Made 
from very I ightweight 
ripstop . The zip opens wide 
enough to put on when 
wearing crampons. Pack 
away into their own 
pocket . Sizes XS, S, M, L. 
Colour : Blue . 

ORION 
SUPER GAITERS 

Easily fitted and removed . 
Front zip opening, will 
fit almost any 
reasonably stiff 
mountain boot with 
stitched welts . 
Lined and unlined . 
Sizes 39 · 42 

42 · 44 
44 - 46 

ORION EQUIPMENT 
72 High Street, Fort William . Tel. Fortwilliam 2941. 

STOCKED BY HIGH QUALITY CLIMBING SHOPS. 
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HIGH QUALITY CLIMBING GEAR SENT 
ANYWHERE. PHONE IN FOR SCOTTISH 
WEATHER CONDITIONS OR JUST CALL 
IN AND SEE US . 

INSULATAWEAR 
World-wide 
protection 
and warmth 

J;J. A complete range of 
.. ,,• ·~-\~~ jackets, trousers, suits and 

rf now ice boots, available 
# from all main retail outlets. 

---------------------------~, I Please send brochures showing the complete INSULATA I 
I range, recommended retail price list and name of my I 

nearest stockist. I 
I I I NAME.... .... ................ ...... ....... .......... ..... .... ........ ........ ............ ...... I 
I ADDRESS .......................... .... .............................................. ...... . I 
I MM 02 I 
I ··· ····················· ······ ········· ·········· ···· ······················ ······ ········ ····· ··· ·· ·· I 

L __ :~~T.:_w_:":_L~~z.:_ o~ =·~:e~:_A~:S~ :':. __ J 



WHY SHOULD YOU TRUST YOUR LUCK ON A WEAK CAST 
OR FORMED ASCENDER BODY WHEN YOU COULD BE 

DEPENDING ON A HIGH STRENGTH 
EXTRUDED BODY? 

INTRODUCING THE Cm.i.5'11IIII1 

High strength (over 
5000 lbs.) earn which 
we manufacture from 
one of the strongest 
and toughest stainless 
steels currently available 
The material 1s 
widely used 1n 
the manufacture of 

aircraft and missile 

fittings. nuclear 

reactor components 

Send for course details to: 
CLUB VAGABOND, 
1854 Leysin, Switzerland. 

Improved design safety allows for 
easy one•handed operation and 

allows use of a single 
stainless steel spring to 

control both the cam 
and safety 

Exclusive clevis pin and 
snap•ring allows for 

replacement ol cams 
( If you ever happen to 

ff Director: 
Peter Boardman. 

INTERNATIONAi SCHOOi OF MOUNTAINEER/NC 

Alpine Style N.Face Nanda Devi 
,P· We supplied all th clothing and equipment 

' • t 

THE BIVOUAC 
'OUNTAINEER/NG 

DIADEM BOOKS 

lllll·lll■TIY 
lll•l■G by Ned Gillette 

The very latest book on this fast 
growing wilderness sport 

224 pages with 220 photographs 
Diadem Books 
249 Knighton Church Road Leicester [3 95 
Mountaineer Books Seattle $6.95 
Douglas McIntyre Vancouver BC 

t:<asU~ 
essner Superleicht 

Mountaineering/Ski boot 
used by Reinhold Messner 

.¥Nowinstock £79·50 
I 

climbing 
power 

0 

friends 
1-4 

mountaineering 
equipment 

by 

. WILD 
clJmb · (OUnTRY 

into 
the 

1980s 

TOWN HEAD WORKS 
EYAM 

SHEFFIELD 
S30 1RD 
ENGLAND 

TELEPHONE 0433 30091 
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SHEER 
OPTIMUSM! 
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The new Opt1mus 323 1s the first 
petrol stove to come onto the market 
for a while . Designed with the back· 
packer and mountaineer 1n mind its 
main features include: 

Wide base for greater stability 
(diameter 120mm) 

• Compact and lightweight (630gm) 
Petrol operated, built-in pump 
Adjustable flame control 
Built-in fuel jet cleaning 
Wind shield 

• Wide pot support 
• · Safety cap 

The stove boils one litre of water in 
only 4 minutes and with its 2 litre 
tank full can burn full flame for 45 

.- minutes. As well as the "Optimus 
/ 323" we have good stocks of the fil 

and them B, the Optimum SR petrol 

~r~:~~ g~in~h~~if~/d:~~n!_99· 

I Mountain Centre 
34 DEAN STREET, 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Tel : 23561 

Galibier 

SUPER GUIDE R.D. 

Excellent design and quality has 
made it probably the most 
popular mountain boot in the 
world. 

SUPERPRO 
This superb boot is the 
professional venion of the 
famous Super Guide. P.V.C. 
to1,1C11p protects against abrasion 
and leather is tanned tougher 
for maximum wear. 

PEUTEREY 
Wider fitting and lower fit round 
ankles than the Super Guide with 
very comfortable padding makes 
the Peuterey an ideal all round 
mountain boot. Uppen of same 
leather as Super Guide. 

ALEISTER ISN'T AROUND INVERNESS ANY MORE, 
BUT WE ARE. 

CLIVE ROWLAND 
outdoor sports 60 ACADEMY SI INVERNESS TEL 38746 

the international standard of quality · 

Feature for feature, detail for detail the quality of Galibier 
is unbeatable. For generations alpinists worldwide have 
relied on Galibier to provide the highest quality, best 
designed mountain foot wear available anywhere. 
A long family tradition of hand craftsmanship and un
paralleled care coupled with the finest of materials has 
resulted in a range of mountain boots envied, often 
copied, but most certainly never equalled by the 
competition. 
On rock or ice the three boots shown allow you to edge or 
front point with precision and comfort all day or all 
season. 
Here are just a few of their features:- Upper from highest 
grade double tanned full reversed hide cut from a single piece, 
with integrated bellows tongue: Separate well padded inner 
tongue: Full length fluted spoon shaped tempered steel shank 
topped by wooden shank for maximum insulation: Real 
leather insole: Hand stitchad narrow Norwegian welt: Lace 
grippers and much more. 
You can depend on Galibier. That is why their boots are 
recognised as the international standard of quality. 
U.K. Distributors:-
Troll Safety Equipment, Uppermill, Oldham. Tel. 045 77 2120. 
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compare our prices! now! J31ijQ.N¼WfiM 

Tents for Mountain 
Moor and Meadow 

There are nine models in our range of lightweight 
tents - offering various combinations of 

accommodation / storage space / headroom. 
With most models, the flysheet can be p itched first 

in adverse weather so that the inner tent 
can be erected, and gear stored in the dry. 

Base-Packer - Sleeps 2 (illustrated) 
Double bell -end tent, for the backpacker who needs extra 
space. (Weight : 5 lbs. 5 oz. - 2.42 kg .) 

ROBERT SAUNDERS (Chigwell) LIMITED, 
Five Oaks Road, CHIGWELL, Essex, England. 

(Send for catalogue enclosing 9p.stamp for postage) 

roc,l<s 
the 

next 
generation 

of 
wedges 

roc,l<s 
1-9 

mountaineering 
equipment 

by 
everything a wedge 
can do . . .. 

... . and 
a great deal more 

WILD 
c.ounrRY 

TOWN HEAD WORKS 
EYAM 

SHEFFIELD 
530 UtD 
ENGLAND 

T£UPHON£ 0433 30091 
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Last year our 
Research team 

went to the 
Himalaya's 

To learn from the 
local experts about 

l~ad carrying 

Watch this space to see 
what they came up with 
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Or send for our 1980 brochure to : 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
Tullamore, 
Co. Offaly, 
Ireland 

... 
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GREATER HIMALAYA . 

Everest (29,028ft) 
The West German expedition 
(report Mountain 70) was the 
smallest, fastest and first 
ex.pedition to put all members on 
the summit. Dr. and Mrs. Schmatz 
are the two oldest people to have 
climbed Everest. Per Temba, the 
Sirdar, is the only living man to 
have climbed Everest by two 
different routes. Despite this 
success, marred by the unfortu
nate deaths, the expedition has 
left some bad feeling in Nepal. 
The Sirdar, Per Temba, recom
mended that neither of the two 
people who died were fit enough 
to attempt the ascent. His 
opinions were overruled. Sub
sequently Sufldare Sherpa who 
bravely stayed in the highest 
bivouac to help the two who died 
suffered severe frostbite of his 
feet. During the retreat from the 
mountain he was treated in a 
most off -hand manner, being 
strapped on a yak for a three day 
journey to hospital when a heli
copter would have been more 
normal. At the hospital the 
expedition le~der seemed 
remarkably loath to either pay him 
for his services or provide a cash 
float for his medical expenses 
including a helicopter to the main 
hospital in Kathmandu, (cash pay
ment is required on the spot 
before reimbursement is made by 
the insurance). Several European 
climbers in Nepal at the time have 
commented on the callousness of 
the treatment received by 
Sundare. On several recent 
expeditions in Nepal there has 
been criticism of the work of the 
Sherpas and imputations of theft 
or malpractice against them. 
Neither such a background nor 
the crushing blow of the loss of 
his wife can explain the leader's 
behaviour towards a member 
of an expedition. It is a basic rule 
of expedition climbing that all 
members help each other; 
Sherpas cannot be blamed for 
their breaches of trust when they 
are treated in an off-hand 
manner. 

Nuptse (25,850ft) 
As repcrted in the last issue the 
prominent snow and ice spur on 
the North Face was climbed by 
Doug Scott, Georges Bettem
bourg, Brian Hall and Alan Rouse. 
The following is an extract from 
their Expedition Report giving 
details of the ascent:-
"On 15th October, Alan, Doug 
and Georges set off to reconnoitre 
a route through the Ice Fall at the 
foot of the North Face. They found 
a way through and left a total of 
250ft of rope hanging down five 
short ice cliffs which had been 
climbed with pegs. Brian, mean 
while, prepared the evening meal 
and arranged the piles of'food for 
the climb. 
On 16th October all four set off 
through the Ice Fall and on up to 
the base of the prominent snow 
and ice spur that is an obvious 
feature of the North Face. At this 
point they dug a large cave into 
the bergschrund at 23,500ft. 
The next day they climbed up 
about a thousJnd feet with the 
climbing gea( and left their two 
climbing ropes fixed for the night. 
On the 18th they left the 

Above: Gauri Shankar, West Ridge of South Summit, camps, accident and 
bivouac marked. Photo: Boardman. 
Below: Annapurna Ill, South West Face. Photo: Rutland. 

comfottable snow cave and set 
off, carrying three days' food. By 
late afternoon they had reached 
the top of the spur and, after a 
further thousand feet of climbing, 
they found a terrace of snow 
suitable for another snow cave at 
25,000ft. 
On the 19th, after climbing up 
steep snow aretes, the summit 
was reached at 2.30 p.m. The 
actual summit, this year, 
consisted of a huge "whipped 
cream roll" of a cornice. As this 
seemed in danger of collapsing it 
was not ascended." 
The team descended to the top 
snow cave and then to the 
Western Cwm. The final part of 
the descent through the ice fall 
was particularly hazardous as 
there had been much movement 
there during the course of the 
climb. 

Makalu II (Kangchungtse) 
(25,066ft) 
A German expedition led by 
Gerard Lenser succeeded in 
climbing a new route by the East 
Ridge from the North Col. 8 
members of the expedition and 8 
sherpas reached the summit in 
m_id October, one of the sherpas 
climbed the mountain twice. No 
attempt was made to continue to 
the summit of Makalu. 

Gaurishankar (23,454ft) 
Pet_er Boardman, Tim Leach, Guy 
Ne1thardt (Swiss) and Sirdar 
Pemba Lama succeeded in 
climbing the South West Ridge of 
the South Summit in early Novem
ber. They had established three 
campts to a height of 20,000ft. 
The fourth member of the 
expedition, John Barry, broke his 

wrist and injured a knee after a 
fall caused by extreme high wind. 
He remained in a camp on the 
mountain during the ascent and 
was able to descend with help 
from other members. 
The team used a 'capsule' style of 
ascent i.e. they fixed ropes 
between the early camps but 
pulled them before making the 
final climb in Alpine style. The 
difficulties of the route included 
grade 4 rock on the lower section, 
much heavily corniced ridge, 
including a one kilometre long 
section, and several steep steps 
of mixed climbing with hard 
water ice. The final bivouac was 
made just below the edge of the 
summit plateau. 
Out of respect for local religious 
belief the team did not set foot on 
the summit itself. The intended 
traverse to the North Summit was 
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not completed because of the 
accident, lack of provisions, 
equipment and energy for what 
appeared to be a three or four day 
climb. 

Annapurna Ill (24, 783ft) 
A British expedition led by Ron 
Rutland succeeded in climbing 
the South West Ridge on 
November 6. Ron Rutland sends 
this report of their fine effort in 
completing the route attempted 
by the Am·ericans last year 
(Mountain 67). 
The expedition was delayed for 
six days owing to Peter Melling 
falling sixty feet down a crag 
resulting in a fractured leg, pelvis 
and dislocated shoulder. He was 
subsequently evacuated by heli
copter to Kathmandu. 
Three camps were established at 
13,000ft, 15,000ft and 17,000ft 
respectively. Above camp three at 
1 7 ,OOOft five further days were 
spent in attempting to pioneer a 
route through the heavily 
crevassed glacier. This had to be 
owing to impossible crevasses 
and dangerous ice cliffs. 
A route was eventually discovered 
via a rock buttress giving grade 5 
rock climbing. Fixed rope was 
discovered on this section; a 
remnant from a previous 
American Expedition. 
From Camp Ill at 17,000ft a 
summit assault was launched by 
six members which resulted in 
Linda Rutland and John Whitlock 
reaching the summit via the South 
Face/West Ridge after ten 
bivouacs. Throughout the ascent 
the weather was good although 
extremely cold at times reaching a 
low of minus 35 degrees 
Centigrade. Both summit 
members sustained minor frost
bite. 
Above 17,000ft only bivouac 
equipment and snow holes/Igloos 
were utilised. The ascent was 
made in Alpine Style without 
Sherpas or oxygen. 

Manaslu North (23.480ft) 
The leader of the successful 
Czech expedition was Vlademir 
Krupicka. The summit was 
reached by Jan Cervinka, Otakar 
Srovnal on the 16th October and 
by the leader and Dr. Miroslav 
Novotny on the 18th October via 
the North Ridge rather than the 
East Face as reported previously 
(Mountain 70). 

Ganesh II (23.454ft) 
The Okayama University and 
Nepal Joint expedition succeeded 
in making the first ascent of the 
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mountain via the North Face in 
mid-October. The Japanese 
climbing leader Dr. Hidayo Agura 
and the two Nepalese members 
Ming ma Tenzing and Pemba 
Tshering reached the summit, 
Agura twice, along with four 
other Japanese members and two 
other sherpas. 

Kanjiroba (22,575ft) 
Three members of the Fukuoka 
Alpine Club (Japan) succeeded in 
climbing the North West Ridge to 
the South Main summit together 
with the expedition Sirdar Ang 
Temba in early November. 

Arna Dablam (22,493ft) 
Three expeditions attempted this 
peak post-monsoon. The only 
successful ascent was by the 
French (Briancon) expedition, no 
less than 20 of whom completed 
the ascent of the North Ridge on 
21 /2/ 3/ 4 October. On the West 
Face the New Zealand expedition 
was struck by an avalanche at 
about 22,000ft. One member, 
Ken Hyslop, was killed instahtly. 
Peter Hillary suffered a severely 
broken arm and foot injuries. The 
other two members of the 
expedition Merv English and 
Geoff Gabites received lesser 
injuries and commenced an 
evacuation. They were assisted in 
the final stages of this by 
members of Wolfgang Nairz's 
Austrian expedition including 
Reinhold Messner. As a result of 
this participation and the laudably 
clean condition that the pre
monsoon American expedition 
had left the South Ridge (no fixed 
rope). the Austrians did not have 
enough rope or time to attempt 
the South Ridge themselves. The 
behaviour of the Austrians is a 
fine example of comradeship to 
fellow climbers in dire trouble. 

Kusum Kanguru 
(20,896ft) 
All 5 members of the Japanese 
Workers Alpine Federation Party 
led by Takeshi Kanazawa climbed 
the South Face. They reached the 
northern most peak on the ridge 
line after two bivouacs in mid 
October. 

Tukuche (22, 700ft) 
This peak was climbed by Rene 
Collet and the guide Fermin 
Follard. They climbed the North 
Face to Junction Peak and then 
gained the West Summit because, 
the route to the main summit was 
considered too dangerous. 

Above : Peaks to the East of Namche Bazar. 1. Naulekah (20, 869ft} 2. Peak 41 
(21 , 729ft} 3. Mera Peaks (21 ,247ft} 4. Peak 43 (22,208ft} 5. Kusum 
Kanguru (20, 896ft) 6. Kang Taiga (21 ,932ft) 7. Tramserku(21, 680ft)8. Ama 
Dab/am (22,493ft}. These peaks are fast becoming the 'Nepalese Alps ' 
because of the ease of access and relative low cost. Photo: Doug Scott, from 
near South Summit of Everest. 

Putha Huinchuli 
(23,769ft) 
A DAV (West German) expedition, 
the two parts of which were led 
by Siegfried Hupfauer and Pit 
Schubert placed no less than 26 
people on the summit during late 
October and early November via 
the South Ridge and South Face. 

KAROKARAM 

Latok (22, 799ft) 
A six man Japanese party led by 
Yoji Teranishi completed the 
steep route up the South East face 
from the Baintha Lukpar Glacier. 
This was attempted by the 
Makoto Hara Expedition in 1978 
and their successors acknow
ledged some benefit from their 
information . A slightly different 
line was followed low down on 
the face to the ice shelf at mid
height, with three camps to that 
point, (20,000ft) which is also the 
high point of the earlier attempt. 
1,000ft of steep rock above led to 
the summit ridge and was 
climbed between July 3 - 1 0. After 
a short spell of bad weather Sakai 
Mori, Kazushige Takami, Naoki 
Okudaira and Teranishi reached 
the summit on July 15, after a 
total of twenty days climbing . 

Latok 1 (23.442ft) 
Naoki Takada led a ten man party 
which succeeded in climbing the 
South Face from the Baintha 
Lukpar Glacier. The 5,500ft of 
climbing involved some very 
steep rock and mixed ground. 
Three camps were made on the 
face and 10,000ft of fixing rope 
deployed in a major siege of six 
weeks . After setbacks in short 
spells of bad weather the summit 
was reached twice, Shigehiro, 
Matsu mi and Watanabe took 
thirteen hours to make the first 
ascent on July 19, reaching the 
top at 7.45 p.m. On July 22 Muto, 
Oku and Endo repeated the route 
and Shigehiro accompanied them 
again to film. 
Thus two major peaks of the Latok 
Group were climbed expedition 
style for the first time in 1979. 
The climbers were aided by a long 
good weather spell while Takada 
selected his party for Himalayan 
experience rather than relying on 
the usual Japanese Club system. 

Such successes and that of the 
Italians on the South Face of 
Latok 2 in 1977 underline a major 
difference in approach to these 
steep and technical mountains. 
With the near exceptior of the 
successful British Ogre party in 
1977, Anglo -American efforts 
have not only been smaller in 
manpower, they have also been 
very lightly supplied with food 
and equipment, typically having a 
climber/ weight ratio of perhaps a 
quarter of that employed on most 
Japanese Expeditions. As yet the 
successes of the more aesthetic 
approach (the Ogre in 1977 and 
the American North Ridge of 
Latok attempt in 1978) are rather 
few. One can only hope that the 
Karakoram will make short work 
of the forty-thousand or so feet of 
fixed rope remaining of the 
detritus of another tradition, and 
that the ascents of the major 
summits will allow a more careful 
approach to prevail in the future . 

Correction 
It was incorrectly reported that 
the Austrian expedition including 
Hans Schell and Kurt Diemberger 
climbed Broad Peak. They in fact 
climbed Gasherbrum II 
(26,360ft). Another Austrian 
expedition led by Franz Berghold 
failed to climb Broad Peak. 

Rakaposhi 
A 7 man Japanese party from 
Waseda University climbed the 
north ridge of the mountain. They 
followed the route attempted by 
the Germans in 1 971 and after 
establishing six camps reached 
the summit on August 2nd 
finding the cairn left by the Poles 
a month earlier. 

Small Expeditions 
Information is still coming in on 
the activities of small expeditions 
and climbs in the smaller ranges 
of the Himalaya. There has been a 
considerable amount of activity 
which will be summarised in issue 
72. 

Correspondents: Cheney/Hawley, 
Boardman, Scott, Rutland, Nyka. 



AlASKA/WKON 

Mount Foraker (17,398ft) 
Sultana Route. Roger Cowles. 
David Johnston and Brian Okonek 
made the second winter ascent of 
Mount Foraker by a new route. 
new in that the whole route had 
not been climbed before at one go, 
although all sections had already 
been done. There had been eight 
previous attempts to do the whole 
route. The 8 mile long route starts 
up the southeast of Mount 
Crosson, continued over the 
summit of Crosson ( 1 2 , 808ft). 
over P12.4 7 2. along a 4 mile long 
ridge to the northeast ridge of 
Foraker. They made camps in 
snow caves at between 11 ,000ft 
and 12,000ft. Out of the 22 days, 
the weather was climbable on 
only seven full days and four half 
days. In June the whole ridge was 
again done by Phil Erschler. 
Michael Semansky, Paul Slota, 
Mark Rowan and Glenn Kaplan . 

Salisbury, South Peak. 
Salisbury's twin peaks rise only 
some 10 miles from tidewater 
both to the east and to the west. 
The higher northern summit was 
climbed two years ago. This year 
Dan Cauthorn. Peter Speer, Mike 
Friedman. Ben Dobbins and Ernie 
Jones climbed the precipitous 
north face of the south peak 
(11,968ft) . They ascended the 
northwest ridge to where it 
merges into the north face, where 
they bivouacked. On June 20 they 
completed the ascent up the 
north face. 

Mount Foresta 
Fred Beckey and Rick Nolting 
made the first ascent of what 
Beckey says is Mount Foresta. but 
he may have climbed a slightly 
higher peak of the group rather 
than the one officially so named . 
The mountain lies between 
Mounts Cook and Seattle in the 
St. Elias Mountains. They climbed 
the peak from the West. 

Ruth Glacier Peaks 
Mount Huntington, South Ridge. 
The extraordinarily difficult south 
ridge of Mount Huntington was 
climbed in late May by Jeff 
Thomas, Scott Woolums. David 
Jay and Jay Kerr. They gained the 
head of the Tokositna Glacier from 
the west fork of the Ruth Glacer . 
The route was consistently 
difficult. After s.urmounting two 
dangerous icefalls, they climbed a 
2,000ft ice couloir. and a rock 
band to bivouac 700ft below the 
summit. The final ice cap 
averaged 70 degrees. 
Mt Wake - Nick Parker. Paul 
Denkewalter. and Gary Bocarde 
climbed this 8130ft mountain in 
early February in extremely cold 
and windy conditions. The route 
invdlved steep snow and ice 
climbing, and two days to ascend. 
Jay Kerr and Scott Woolums 
climbed the West Face of the 
Rooster 's Comb. 
John Lee, Charles Head, Jon 
Thomas and Gary Bocarde had a 
successful two-weeks in the Ruth 
Glacier. They climbed the two 
peaks south of Mt Wake, Mt 
Johnson and Mr Grosvenor via the 
South -East couloir. Mt Johnson 
involved steep snow and ice and 
very rotten rock, while Mt 
Grosvenor was all snow. in good 
condition . This party then 
climbed the North-east ridge of Mt 
Barri/le, which is a beautiful snow 
and ice climb. The final climb was 
of Peak 7979 ' (Grand Asses}, this 
one day ascent followed the 
south-west couloir. All , except 
Barrile were first ascents. 
Bob McDougall and Steve Pollock 
made the first ascent of Peak 
7295 via the North Ridge (5.8, A 1) 
and did new routes on Buff Spire 
(S.E. ridge) and Peak 7270 (West 
Buttress). 

Stikine lcefield 
Dave Dahl. Bruce Tickell, Walt 
Venn um and Bill Zaumann 
repeated the original South East 

Mount McKinley National Park/Denali National 
Monument 1979 

Expeditions Climbers Successful 
Climbers 

MOUNT McKINLEY 
West Buttress 64 240 124 
West Buttress (guided) 14 188 165 
Muldrow Glacier 1 5 a 
Cassin Ridge 8 28 24 
Cassin Ridge (guided) 1 3 3 
South Face 1 4 0 
West Rib 12 54 31 
South Buttress 2 9 4 
Southeast Face 1 2 0 

104 533 351 

MOUNT FORAKER 
Southeast Ridge 3 13 0 
Northeast Ridge 2 5 3 
Northeast Ridge (guided) 1 6 5 
Infinite Spur 1 4 0 

7 28 8 

Mount Hunter 7 19 8 
Mount Huntington 4 11 4 
Ruth Gorge Peaks 9 32 16 
Peak 12,380' 3 6 2 
Moose's Tooth 6 16 0 
Rooster's Comb 2 4 4 
Mount Silverthrone 1 2 0 
Mount Mather 1 18 0 
Mount Brooks 1 2 2 
Other Peaks 4 9 3 · 

149 680 398 
GRAND TOTAL 

Mount Vancouver from North East. Photo: Griffiths. 

Face East Ridge route on Devil's 
Thumb in late July. Tickell & 
Venn um later made the second 
ascent of Mt Burkett by a new 
route, the North East Ridge. This 
route was on steep, loose snow in 
the lower section. but this gave 
way to mixed ice and 5.6 rock 
near the summit. The climb which 
was made from a base camp on 
the Baird glacier involved a 
6000ft 17 hour push with a 
bivouac on the descent. Two 
smaller peaks were also climbed. 
Paul Clark, James Balog and Mark 
Ippolito made the first ascent of 
two major peaks near the Devil's 
Thumb Ridge on Bugaboo-like 
granite after climbing a steep 
icefall. They also ascended 
P6610, another spectacular 
granite peak. 

Kichatna Mountains 
Kichatna Spire, Northwest Face 
Andy Embick and Jim Bridwell 
climbed the northwest face of 
Kichatna Spire in the Cathedral 
Spires, west of Mount McKinley. It 
is the highest peak of the group. It 
had been climbed once before in 
1967 by a hidden couloir in a 
three-week siege. The next seven 

NEW ZEALAND 

Summer Season 1978-9 & 
Winter 1979 
The 78-79 Summer season was a 
direct contrast to the previous 
one. with continuous bad weather 
and subsequent poor snow con
ditions restricting the amount of 
climbing done. No really out
standing new climbs were 
achieved but a few notable routes 
were put up by those able to wait 
out the storms or who were in the 
right place at the right time. 
John Nankervis continued his 
recent run of successes west of 
the main divide with a climb of Mt 
La Perouse from the aptly named 
Gulch Glacier, along with Dave 
Bamford, Phil Grover and Barry 
Kivel I. The route from the glacier 
took them up onto the crest of the 
Navigator Range where they 
linked up with the route of 
Barcham and party (1953). To 
continue the historical 
recollection they also completed 
a second ascent. by a new route, 
of Mt Copeland (first ascended in 
the 1930s). These ascents were 
two of a number achieved by the 
party while camping and 
traversing high on the west of the 
Divide in a spell of settled 
weather. Earlier Nankervis, with 
Pat Thorn, Phil Castle and Grant 
Stotter had visited the head of the 

attempts failed. The route done 
th is year is a nearly overhanging 
face which ran with ice water. 
(Bridwell climbed in a kayaking 
wet suit.) But the face had more 
cracks than some of the other 
faces. They designed a special 
tent to hang in space from pitons. 
On the fifth day they pulled over a 
roof to confront Les Droites-style 
thin ice over slabs and climbed 
300ft pitches up a maze of 
runnels to reach the top. 

ST ELIAS RANGE 

Mt Vancouver (15,900ft) 
A six man party from Capilano 
College, North Vancouver. BC. 
made a new ascent of the South 
East Ridge (Clone Ridge) in June. 
Snow conditions were poor. Good 
progress was made to the head
wall at 1 0,000ft. This required 
five days of work on avalanche 
prone slopes up to 80 degrees 
steep. Due to extreme (-20C) cold 
and high wind the summit was 
not reached, the party stopped 
some 250ft short. 

Correspondents: Bocarde, Adar-ns
Carter, Vennum, Griffith. 

Butler River and climbed a 
number of neglected peaks 
including Mts. Casino and Moffat 
by new routes. 
In the Mt Cook region some 
notable new ascents were 
recorded. Murray Ball & Al Cutler 
completed a new line on the 
South Face of Dixon. Lindsay Bell, 
Don Bogie & Ken Hyslop 
completed the first ascent of the 
1,500ft West Face of Lendenfeld, 
closely followed by Zane Williams 
and John Allen. These latter two 
also narrowly missed out on the 
second ascent of the West 
Buttress of Tasman when Dave 
Bamford & Richard Hancock 
completed the route ahead of 
them. An as yet unidentified 
group of visiting climbers 
completed a new climb on the 
South Face of Douglas to the east 
of all previous lines, while Bryan 
Fish made an impressive first solo 
ascent of the North Face of Hicks. 
In the Strauchon Valley Fred 
From, Nick Kagan & Murray 
Judge put up a new long hard 
climb on the West Face of Unicorn. 
In the Darrans little new activity 
was reported due to the 
continuing bad weather, a marked 
contrast to the flush of new 
ascents last year. 
The 1979 Winter season proved a 
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little better than the summer for 
weather and ascents. A first 
Winter ascent of Mt Cook's classic 
East Ridge was made by Col in 
Monteith, Greg Mortimer, Steve 
Anderson & Richard Schmidt. 
The now classic South Face of Mt 
Hicks received two more new 
lines, both first ascents, winter or 
summer. The most impressive 
was by visiting Californian Tobin , 
Sorenson and local Nick Cradock 
who put up two ice gully lines to 
the left of the original Left Hand 
Buttress route. Both involved 
pitches of vertical and over
hanging ice, and Cradock was 
reported to be most impressed so 
presumably these were lead by 
Sorenson! The first route was 
between the winter gullies and 
the Left Hand Buttress and the 
second started to the left of the 
winter gullies and went up 
through the "gun barrel I". On the 
other side of the face John Allen 

THE ALPS 

MONT BLANC 

Aiguille du Chardonnet: 
North West Face 
Jean - Paul Michod and Patrick 
Gabarrou climbed a new line 
between the 1977Gabarrouline 
and the Bettembourg/Charlet 
Gully. The climb is on mixed 
terrain and described as of 
'middling difficulty, safe and 
worthwhile'. 

Grands Charmoz 
Patrick Gabarrou soloed a new 
line at the left -hand side of the 
North Face. The North Gully, 
leading almost to the foot of the 
Aiguille de la Republique, has dif
ficulties on rock, snow and ice; 
the climb was done in 7½ hours 
in bad conditions in mid -July. 
On the West Face two new rock 
routes were done. Jean-Francois 
Hagenmuller and Gilbert Marx 
climbed a line to the right of the 
Cordier Pillar. One point of aid 
was used for a pendulum traverse, 
other than that the ED route has 
'two pitches of British grade 5c', 
and is free . 
Claude and Yves Remy climbed a 
parallel direct line to the left of 
the Carpentier Pillar. Les Racines 
du Bien (Roots of Good) has two 
pitches of Alpine 6 and all but one 
of the others at grade 5 . The 
climb is all free and on good rock, 
TDsup. 

ALL FEMALE ASCENTS 

During the summer season, 1979, 
Polish girl climbers made several 
ascents worthy of note. First 
ascents by all female parties were 
made of the following faces : 
Aiguille-du Moine, East Face, Con
tamine route (Halina Kaniut and 
Anna Buraczewska, July 11.) 
Grand Capucin, East Face, Bonatti 
route (Irena Kesa and Wanda 
Rutkiewicz, July 15-16, in 16 
hours climbing time). Grands 
Charmoz, West Face, Cordier Pillar 
(Ewa Pankiewicz and Agnieszka 
Sm6Iska, August 2.) Chardonnet 
North Face, Migot Pillar (Irena 
Kesa and Wanda Rutkiewicz, 
August 12, in almost winter 
conditions). 
On July 24 and 25 Irena and 
Wanda attempted the American 
Direct on the Petit Dru, West Face. 
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and Guy Cotter completed a new 
line to the right of the Right hand 
Buttress. On Mt Douglas Ragnar 
Berg, Richard Schmidt and Keith 
Dekkers completed a second 
ascent of the Cradock et al line 
which connects the right hand 
gully with the left. 
Sorenson also made an ascent of 
the central buttress on the Shield 
Face of Mt Cook with John Allen, 
traversing off via a bivouac on the 
Low Peak. 
All in all it was a disappointing 
year for N.Z. climbing with the 
impetus of the previous year 
faltering somewhat. However 
some of the climbs completed 
show that given better weather 
the impressive ascents should 
continue. 

Correspondent: Edwards. 

After 14 hours climbing they 
reached the Bloc Coincee on the 
Magnone route. Because of frosty 
storm and Irena's fresh frost -b ite 
from the winter Matterhorn 
ascent, they rappeled down in 
mixed couples Dobroslawa 
Wolf made the third ascent of the 
Guides Route, Petit Dru, North 
Face (with Jan Wolf on July 22-
25). and Elzbieta Fijalkowska a 
completely new route on the East 
Face of Spallone de/ Bancon in the 
Dolomites (with Jan Fijalkowski) . 

Solo climbs 
Patrick Berhault completed 
several 'chained solos' in the 
Verdon. One set was the top part 
of Pichenibule - Voie des Ecureils 
Dingomaniaque-Necronomicron. 
Another was Luna Bong-Eperon 
Sublime-Triomphe d'Eros- · 
Solanuts-Necronomicron-Orni
Tuyaux d'Orgue. He also climbed 
Luna Bong at night and down
climbed l'Estomparannee_ Jean
Marc Troussier made the first 
solos of Necronomicron, Dingo
maniaque, Gwenda/ and Triangle 
d'Eros. (Berhault's last climb for 
1979 was to do the Cornuau/ 
Davaille, Les Droites, with Phillipe 
Martinez in 10 hours: in winter 
conditions on December 26th! 
This completes one of the more 
major Alpine seasons of recent 
years (British understatement) . 
The American solo climber, 
Charlie Fowler, was also active · 
last year with solos of Les Courtes, 
Swiss Route; Aiguille du Plan, 
North Face; Grands Charmoz, 
North Face; Les Droites, North 
Face; Aiguille Verte, Nant Blanc 
Face; Pie Sans Nom, Nant Blanc 
Face. Climbing with a partner 
Fowler also climbed the Walker 
Spur, Cecchinel/Nomine, Central 
Pillar of Freney and the Super 
Couloir, Mont Blanc de Tacul. 
Another American , the 19 year 
old Seattle climber Steve Sustadt 
soloed Les Droites, North Face in 

6½ hours. 
Another climber specialising in 
solo ascents is the Italian Franco 
Perlotto from Trissino. Elsewhere 
in this issue (Norway notes) hi s 
solo ascent of a new direct variant 
to the middle section of 
Trollryggen East Pillar is noted. A s 
long ago as 197 5 he soloed the 
first winter, second overall. 
ascent of the Direct, Cima Piccola. 

GREENlAND 

GREENLAND, 1978 
The most significant British 
expedition to Greenland in 1978 
was the Westminster East Green
land Expedition led by Stan 
Woolley. 
Following the pattern set by 2 
earlier expeditions to the same 
area a party of 6 skied and 
sledged northwards through the 
marginal mountains of the 
Kronprins Frederik Bjerg to the 
edge of the Inland Ice. 
A number of first ascents of small 
peaks were made and a limited 
scientific programme attempted. 
This type of expedition, breaking 
away from the influence of the 
Greenland settlements, which are 
fast becoming tourist meccas, 
shows well how a real exploratory 
journey can be achieved with 
limited finance (4,500) by a small 

He has soloed in all 27 routes in 
the Dolomites. In the Mont Blan c 
area he made the first so lo of the 
Swiss Route, South Face, Grand 
Capucin and a so lo ascent of the 
Gervassutti Route, Pie Adolph Rey. 
Further afield he soloed the North 
Face, Monte Adriane in the 
Hoggar Mountains. 

Bois du Biolay 
Sad to report that this once 

famous haunt of English climbers 
and other international social 
desperadoes has been bull-dozed 
to make a sk i run. ' 

OISANS 
Dutch climber, Ronald Naar, 
sends the following comment on 
two routes in the massif: 
"There are two routes on the 
North Face, Pelvoux for which I 
want to ask special interest. 
Mainly because most of the 
climbs in this area are graded too 
low. For example this Couloir 
Chaud of which I send you the 
picture is graded as having 
'm iddling difficulty' in Mountain 
27. In the same Mountain routes 
as Les Courtes-Swiss Route, 
G/etscherhorn-North Face (new 
superdirect of 1977). Eiger North 

experienced party. 
In past years the notes on 
Greenland and the Arctic were 
compiled from research centring 
on lists of expeditions provided by 
the Danish Government. The 
Danes have now decided for some 
reason not to provide this 
information which makes the 
business of keeping track of who 
is doing what in the Arctic 
extremely difficult, and in view of 

. the rapidly increasing activity 
there, almost impossible. 
To help our hard pressed 
correspondent will anyone who 
completes an expedition to 
Greenland or any other Arctic 
area please send a summary of 
their activities to Mountain and 
help us in our attempts to 
continue our comprehensive 
annual review. 

East Face and Lyskamm North 
Face are graded as having 'con
siderable difficulty' . Nevertheless 
the Cou/oir Chaud is much more 
difficult than all the other routes 
mentioned, not only steeper, but 
also more dangerous (avalanche 
danger from the serac barriers!). I 
have climbed all the routes 
mentioned so am in a good 
position to conclude this. 
The same counts for the North 
Face, Pe/voux which is as difficult, 
as dangerous and as long as the 
Peters-route, Croz Spur, North 
Face, Grandes Jorasses! In years 
before I found the same 
conclusions with a lot of other 
typical Dauphine-climbs." 

VALAIS 
Breithorn: North Face 
As well as the ascent on the West 
Summit (Mountain 70) Patrick 
Gabarrou and Pierre Alain Steiner 
c limbed the obvious gully 
in the line of the Central Summit. 
The ice and mixed climb, 2,250ft 
long, took 7 ½ hours in mid 
September. It is described as 
"entirely subject to serac fall'. 
Correspondents: Gabbarrou, Nyka, 
McKenna. 



Left: Aiguille De Talefre, North Side. 1. North Face, Bethermin/Gabarrou 2. 
North West Face, Ponti/Gabarrou 3. North West Couloir, Gabarrou Brothers. 
Above: Phil Burke on Dingomaniaque, ED Verdon. Photo: Evans. Top right: 
Trois Dents du Pelvoux, Couloir Chaud. Bottom right: Pelvoux Pt. Puisseux, 
North Face. Photos: Ronald Naar. 
Grands Charmoz, West Face. 1. Mathe/in/Schmutz (1976) TD-. 2. 
Desmaison/Mazeaud (1959) TD+. 3. Remy Brothers (1979) TD+. 4. 
Carpentier Brothers (1974) ED. 5. Coqueuigniot/Dineur (1970) ED-. 6. 
Ghilini/Giacomini (19 76) TD. 7. Lenoir/Leroux (1947) D. 8. Cordier Pillar 
(1970) TD+. 9. Hagenmuller/Marx (1979) ED-. 
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NORWAY 

Norway 
Over last Christmas period Finn 
Daehli and Bjorn Myrer Lund 
made the first winter ascent of Via 
Synne (V1 / A3) on Andersnatten 
the technical nature of the route 
was heightened by extreme cold 
with recorded bivi-temperatures 
of minus 35 degrees. 
On Store Midtmaradlstind, a first 
winter and second overall ascent 
of the 30 pitch Jubileum Veggen 
was made by Ulf Geir Hansen; 
Daehli, Hans Christian Doseth and 
Kjetil Svanemyr, over a 7 day 
period. 
Finn Klinkby and Mads B Madsen 
made a 1st ascent of the 7 50ft 
high Otta Fossen over 24 hours (1 
bivi). Keith Robson and Stein 
Aseheim climbed the prominent 
600ft waterfall in the Rjukan 
Fossen. 
Though generally poor conditions 
prevailed during the summer 
season in southern areas of the 
country there was considerable 
activity, especially with 
eliminations of aid and variations. 
The most notable ascents were in 
the Romsdal Valley area. Doseth 
and Ragnild Amundsen made the 
first free ascent of the Rimmon 
(English) Route on the Troll Wall. 
On the Troll Pilla Italian climber 
Franco Perlotto made the 1st solo 
ascent of the Heen/Hoibak route. 
He added a new variation start on 
the right side of the Pillar gaining 
the original at about 1 / 3rd 
height. The grade was not given. 
but according to two Japanese 
climbers who made the second 
ascent it was as hard as anything 
on the original route (which is VI 
minus). Franco used rope as a 
back up on three pitches. This is 
the first major route in Norway to 
have been soloed. The Ji;)panese 
had planned a new line on the 

UNITED STATES 

YOSEMITE 

Big Walls 
Perhaps the most remarkable 
ascent of the Fall was the repeat 
of Sea of Dreams by Bill Price and 
his girlfriend Angie, her first big 
wall! "The Sea" is reputed to be 
the hardest aid route on El Cap 
(V1, 5.7, A5) and Price had been 
on an earlier attempt with a 
strong four man team. On the 
successful ascent he led every 
pitch during the twelve day climb 
and cleaned them all! 
Charlie Row, Bill Price and Guy 
Thompson climbed a new start to 
PO Wall; South Pacific, A5 starts 
as for Dawn Wall and then joins 
PO after 7 independent pitches. 
The free version of the West 
Buttress of El Cap has had several 
repeat ascents confirming its 
quality as a fine free route. Half 
Dome, North West Face was also 
repeated free though some 
parties omitted the two sections 
avoiding the bolt ladders: done 
like this the best time is Mark 
Hudon and Max Jones 5½ hours. 
The same pair also free climbed 
the Chouinard/Frost, North Face, 
Quarter Domes. 
Hudon and Jones free climbed all 
but 5 moves on the bolt ladder 
and two moves on the last pitch 
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Blafjell East Pillar. Photo: Goedeke. 

main wall (possibly in the region 
of the new Swedish Route) but 
enthusiasm was cooled by a 
house size rock fall during the 
reconnaissance. Two Japanese, 
Takao Mimori and Shintaro 
Kamimura turned to Smorbott-
stind, making the first ascent of 
the North Face by a 3000ft grade 
V1 / A2 route. 15 hours climbing 
with a bivi near the summit, and 
they report it to be worthwhile. 
On the nearby Sondre Trolltind 3 
Czech parties were active, trying 
3 new and independent lines, one 
left of the Ammat/Baillie Route 
and the other two, just right, and 
far right in the main bowl. Con-

of the South Face of Mount 
Watkins. The route as such is 
graded V1, 5.12, AO. 
Some belated notes on big wall 
repeats. In late 1978 Never Never 
Land had a second ascent from 
Dale Bard and Bob Williams in 
3½ days, car to car. In the Spring 
of 1979 Bard and John Yablonski 
made the long awaited second 
ascent of Eagle Way. 
Also as yet unreported is the 
second ascent of Waterfall Route 
done by Karl McConachie and 
John Barbella in 3 days. 
On Liberty Cap, McConachie, 
Barbella and Paul Gagner climbed 
A Joint Adventure (IV, 5.9, A3) to 
the left of the depression in the 
middle of the face. 
Czech climbers A Belica and J 
Porzvanik climbed a new line on 
Yosemite Point, South Face. They 
climbed the centre of the right 
hand part of the face October 
8.10.1978 (V, 5.9, A3). 

FREE CLIMBS 
Dale Bard and Rick Lashner 
climbed Outa Hand (5.11 b, face 
and fingers to off hands) on the 
south side of the river upstream 
from the River Boulder. 
On The Last Resort, Ray Jardine 
and Rick Lashner climbed Atomic 
Finger Crack (5.12, face and 

tinuous bad conditions and high 
technical problems stopped pro
gress at varying heights. In the 
Jotunheimen on the East Face of 
Bittihorn Dave Durkan and Odd 
Helge Askervold produced One 
Foot in the Clouds, up the right 
hand of the two central corner 
systems, V plus. On Starn, Doseth 
and Dag Kolsrud eliminated the 
aid point on the now classic West 
Face Route. In all probability one 
or two points of aid will be 
regarded as an acceptable norm 
for this route which has already 
had a number of ascents. 
As yet unreported is Blafjell East 
Pillar (Pillar of the Rainbow) about 

fingers to 1 ½in) with a crux 
involving shuffling hands in a 
crack to the left and a corner to 
the right! 
There has been much traffic on 
the 5.12 routes. Separate Reality 
has had over a dozen ascents. 
Tales of Power has had repeats 
from Dale Bard, Tony Yanira, Bill 
Price and Bob Williams. Tony 
Yanira and Bill Price made the 
third and fourth, respectively, 
ascents of The Phoenix. Jim 
Collins made an ascent of Hang
dog Flyer. 
Max Jones and Mark Hudon 
reportedly climbed Razors Edge. 
On Glacier Point Apron, Chris 
Cantwell and Scott Cole 
completed the 'Unfinished Ninth ' 
on Hall of Mirrors. The pitch went 
at 5.11 d/5.12 with no falls on the 
first try. The same team also 
linked Green Dragon to Mr Natural 
with the three pitch Lysergic Wall, 
5.11. The entire combination 
should be a classic. Karl 
McConachie and John Barbella 
climbed Moon Madness, 5.1 Oa, at 
the right hand side. 
Near Sha key Flakes, Cant we I I with 
Mark Grant and Steve Asmith 
climbed Kingsnake, 5.12 two 
pitches of restless thin crack 
climbing. Between Shakey Flakes 
and Greasy but Groovy Cantwell 
found Flakes Away, 5.11 d and 

60km north of Fauska. This really 
fine slab climb is situated close to 
the Arctic Highway. It is a wet 
area, but the rock is clean and 
superb (glaciated slabs), and if 
the weather is good it is as 
enjoyable as you can wish. 
Detailed report in Alpinismus, 
1978, April. (Relati11e Height 
2,500ft, with about 4,000ft of 
climbing, 2 passages about VI-, 3 
short passages of A 1 and A2 ; first 
ascent Richard Goedeke, Andreas 
Nehring , Stefan Winter, June 
1977. 

Correspondents: Durkan, Goedeke. 

with Bill Price Samurai Crack, 
5.12. In the same area Lance 
Lynch and Malcolm Jolly found 
Hershey Highway, 5.8. 
Charlie Row and Miles Engelhart 
climbed Communication 
Breakdown, 5.9, A4, crossing 
Flatus in the Reed's Pinnacle area. 

Suicide Rockl/Tahquitz 
Mountain 70 incorrectly asserts 
that the first ascent of Wood
pecker Crack was tainted by 
hanging on protection. This is far 
from the case, although some 
protection was yoyoed. The 1st 
ascensionists wonder if Long 
really lead this in "one shot" or 
was forced to do the same. Tony 
Yanira maintains that the first bolt 
on Race With Devil was placed on 
the lead. (Its stance is only some 
1 Oft up). The route is somewhat 
controversial as it is located on a 
very crowded face already. 
Several prominent locals have 
talked of "chopping" it. 
An unreported new route on 
Tahquitz Rock from this summer 
is Snakes on Everything 5.1 Oa, by 
Dave Evans, Craig Fry and Jim 
Angione. It lies just right of the 
Consolation, climbing exposed 
arete cracks for two pitches, 
joining the latter route there. 



Joshua Tree 
The Real Hidden Valley area has 
had intensive development thi s 
FaJL Sports Challenge Rock sports 
seven new routes ·(most top 
ropes). On the East face, left of 
Championship Wrestling are: 
Cool But Concerned 5.11 + ; Disco 
Decoy 5.11; and Hang & Swing 
5.1 Od . On the West Face are : 
What 's it to You 5.1 Od; None of 
Your Business 5.1 Oc ; I Just Told 
You 5.9; and Ranger Jan Dick 5.6 
a loose crack on the South West 
corner. 
On the Sentinel are The 
Chameleon 5.12, a top rope climb 
by John Bachar and Mike 
Lechlinski to the right of Illusion 
Dweller. To the right of The 
Chameleon is The Rubberfat 
Syndrome 5.11 by Bachar, 
Lechlinski, Mari Gingery and John 
Yablonski . Not for Loan 5.1 Ob, 
previously known as A2 was led 
free by Gib Lewis and Charles 
Cole. The first pitch of Where 
Eagles Dare was lead free by John 
Long at 5.11 + . Across a short 
canyon from Rubberfat Syndrome 
is Against the Grain 5.1 Ob by 
Cole, Lewis and Randy Vogel. 
On Houser Buttress, Hidden Arch 
was lead free by Lechlinski , 
followed by Lynn Hill and Long 
(barely!), at 5.11 +. On the Brown 
Wall are two new routes that 
follow steep thin cracks on good 
rock. They are Brown 25 5.1 Od, 
and Jerry Brown 5.1 Oa . On the 
Wart is Compound W 5.11 by 
Bachar. 
On the formation as you enter the 
valley are an un -named layback by 
Bachar, Dale Bard and Yablonski 
at 5.11 +, a short thin crack 
Broken Glass 5.1 Ob by Cole, Lewis 
and Vogel ; and a fine thin crack 
Semi Tough 5.11 by Lechlinski, 
Gingery, Yablonski and Cole. 
On Hidden Tower - Not Forgotten 
was led free by Long, at 5.9 and 
later a mass third class . 
Behind the campground are 
several new lines, they include A 
Woman's Work is Never Done 
5.11 by Maria Cranor; Wet T Shirt 
Night 5.11 +, by Bachar, and Torn 
Shirt 5.1 Oc by Yablonski. Dale 
Bard and friends did Canned Funk 
a 5.1 Oa roof crack. 
A new route on Echo Rock, called 
Feets Don 't Fail Me Now 5.9 is by 
Dave Evans and Vogel. To the 
right of Trespassers are The 
Compassion of the Elephant a 
5.1 Ob/ c face climb by Cranor and 
Vogel; and Abstract Roller Disco a 
steep friction route at 5 .11 by 
Lewis, Cole and Marius Morstad . 
Near Effigy Too is No Mistake or 
Big Pancake 5.1 Od by Morstad 
and Cole. Also Chick Flakey 5.11 
(same crew) on Little Rock Candy 
Mountain. 
Near the Comic Book area 
onPlymouth rock is The Regular 
Route by Lewis, Cole and Morstad 
a steep crack over a roof without 
any bushes (now) rated 5 .1 Oc. On 
Watergate Rock is Deja Vu a face 
climb on a steep arete at 5.9 by 
Morstad and Cole. 
In Cave Corridor are Rocky Road 
5.1 Od a deceptive knobby face 
climb by Cole and Dave Houser. 
Banana Splits an overhanging 
face by Cole, Houser and Herb 
Laeger rated 5.1 Od. Caramel 
Crunch 5. 9 first free ascent by 
same party. And the unaesthetic 
Chocolate Chips 5.9 by Houser 
and Cole. 
At the Hall of Horrors i!, a 1978 
route by Cole and Houser called 
Dog Day Afternoon 5.1 Ob lying 
directly across from The Grit 
Roof. 
Dale Bard repeated many local 

"desparates" including the first 
lead of Brain Death 5.11 + 5.12; 
first lead of Hercules 5.12; and 
repeated Coarse and Buggy 
5.11 +. The Equinox repulsed 
Bard's efforts to lead-it as well as 
top rope attempts by Bard and 
Yaniro. This 80ft finger crack 
5.1 2 + , is a real prize for 
someone to lead . No Friends here 
as it's too small. 
In the Wonderland of Rocks new 
routes include: On Way Gone 
Dome - Crystal Voyager 5.9, A 1 
an aesthetic route which follows a 
foot wide cryst_al dike up an arete 
was climbed by Dave Evans, Craig 
Fry and Jim Angione. On Freak 
Brothers Dome the long awaited 
second pitch of I Can't Believe it's 
a Girdle was completed by Vogel, 
Houser and Cranor. The climb 
traverses on a one inch thick dike 
above a 20ft roof : Scary 5.9 . 
On the Palindrome near Willow 
Hole several routes have been 
established on what may be the 
largest dome on the Monument. 
The Last Unicorn 5.11 ascends the 
central face directly on 
continuous and steep face 
climbing. Attempts on a second 
pitch have been thwarted after 
very thin slab moves lead to an 
impasse. The first pitch, 
completed in 1978 by Vogel, 
Evans and Fry, may prove to be 
the single best pitch of face 
climbing in the Monument. A two 
and a half pitch crack and face 
climb (5.10) was also completed 
last year by parties unknown. 

New Hampshire 
Details are now available of 
George Hurley's new routes last 
summer. On Humphreys Ledge, 
Sticky Wicket, 5.8, 3 pitches by 
George Hurley and John Walsh 
(client) is an excellent face route. 
Gagen die Siefen 5.8 A2, uses 
some parts of Here comes the sun 
- climbed by Hurley, Steve 
Jagendorf (client). 
Regression 5.9 by Hurley and 
Larry Hamilton climbs impressive 
rock to the right of Soul Survivor. 
Ginoco Piaro 5.8, is a major climb 
to the right of Regression by 
Hurley, Phil Erard and Ed Mattews 
(guided clients). 
On Whites Ledge (8 miles from 
Cathedral) Primrose Path 5.8, is 7 
pitches of good climbing by 
Hurley and Bill De Mallie. 
On Cathedral Ledge, Ed Webster 
and Cho Brooks (UK) succeeded 
in freeing pitch 4 of Mordor Wall 
a major achievement. Also on ' 
Cathedral a 5.11 Variation pitch 
of excellent quality to the right of 
upper pitches of Fast Temptation 
was climbed by Ed Webster. 
Webster also put up another 5.8 
to left of Wonder Wall on White 
horse - a good route. 
New Wave Traverse 5.9 (the 
reverse girdle of Whitehorse) 
climbs different grounds from the 
right to left traverse. All the 
descent climbing was done free 
n_ot on rappel. The rappel on the 
right to left girdle was eliminated 
by climbing the two superb 
pitches of Childrens Crusade. First 
a_scent of this 2000ft girdle took 
five hours, no bolts or pitons 
placed, by Mack Johnson and 
Paul Ross in July. 
Eliminate Direct, a good start to 
The Eliminate was done by Geoff 
Butterfield and Gene Vallee. 

Correspondents: Vogel, 
McConachie, Williams, Ross, 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Winter 
Some excellent winter climbs 
completed last winter not yet 
reported include the ascent of the 
frozen Falls of Glomach. These 
350ft high falls near Dornie 
provided an excellent series of ice 
pitches for Doug Scott and Jim 
Duff in February. Scott and Duff 
also climbed The Smear (grade 
4,300ft) on Sgurr a 'Mhadaidh, 
Skye. The 300ft, steep ice pitches 
are in the amphitheatre between 
Foxes Rake and the Upper Rake. 
(See photo.) 
'Ginger' Cain and George Wallace 
also climbed an 800ft grade4 
gully on Meal/ Gorm, Applecross. 
It was the deep cut gully about 
100ft right of the bounding gully 
of the Lower Nose. 
The Direct Start to Amphitheatre 
Scoop, West Face, Aonach Dubh 
had apparently been climbed at 
least twice before by parties 
involving Bob Shepton and Paul 
Moores. (reported Mountain 67). 

Aberdeen Access 
The well known Aberdeen sea 

cliffs are threatened by a massive 
quarrying operation. It is intended 
that a 'Super Quarry', the biggest 
hole in Europe in fact, and a 
harbour be dug out in the Long 
haven area. This would remove 
some fine climbing cliffs. The 
commercial development, the 
stone is for sale in Europe as 

aggregate, is not the matter of 
dispute. What should concern 
climbers as any other 
conservation minded citizens, is 
the way in which planning 
reg ulat1ons have been exploited 
in an attempt to enable the 
developers to proceed without 
public approval or local recourse 
It is an essential of British Law · 
that due notice be given to all 
interested_ parties of any develop
ments which may affect their 
interests. The siting of this 
particular quarry is at present 
determined to give the maximum 
ease of removal to the operators. 
It would be easily possible to 
quarry the amount of stone 
required in a less environmentally 
harmful way. Anyone who wishes 
to object should write supporting 
the Etchachan Club Petition to Bill 
Marshall, P.O. Box 142 
Aberdeen . ' 

LAKE DISTRICT 
During 1979 the popular crags · 
have only received variations and 
eliminates often of only 1 pitch. 
These tend to give very hard 
climbing but detract from the 
classics of the crags. The more 
obscu_re crags have been given 
more independent lines some 
desperate, some easier. If the 
trend for eliminates continues 
these crags will also become 
plastered in variations. There 
have been some important aid 
eliminations this year. Fawcett's 
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Above: The Smear, Choire A 'Mhadaidh, which is the fall on the right below. 
Photos: Cain. 

Hell Wall being the most 
impressive. By far the biggest 
total of achievements this year 
must go to Jeff Lamb, there was 
no stopping him. 

Langdale Area 
On Neckband Crag, the wall at the 
extreme left hand end of the crag 
has been climbed by Ron Fawcett 
and Chris Gibb to give Wilkinson 
Sword, (E4,6b) . 
On Gimmer Crag, Gary Gibson and 
Derek Beetlestone have climbed a 
series of variations on The Crack 
and Dight to give Outside Tokyo 
(E2,5c). 
On Raven Crag, Ed Cleasby and 
Rob Matheson have climbed 
three short routes on the gully 
wall left of Middle Fell Buttress. 

20 

Armalite (E2,5c) is a good but 
poorly protected wall climb. Walk 
Tall (E2,5c) again poorly 
protected climbs a prominent rib 
and Dead Generation climbs the 
obvious deep corner immediately 
left of the rib. (HVS,5b). 
Super Nova (6a) is a new route on 
Pavey Ark, East Gully Wall. It 
starts below the crux of Astra, 
climbs a thin crack to the glacis 
then a slim scoop to the belay 
ledge of Eclipse. It was climbed by 
Fawcett and Gibb. 
Gibson and Beetlestone have 
stunned the local climbers by 
claiming a route on the wall left of 
White Ghy/1 Chimney. They have 
called this serious route Dead 
Loss Angeles. (E4,5c). 

Borrowdale 
Colin Downer and Nick Halls have 
climbed Triptych (HVS) to the left 
of Obituary Grooves on Black Crag. 

Eskdale 
Whilst engaged in work fonheir 
Guide Book, Colin Read and Bob 
Wilson extended the existing 
girdle of Heron Crag by seven 
pitches adding 365ft of HVS/ E1 
climbing . 

NORTH WALES 

Llanberis Pass 
On Dinas y Gromlech two routes 
by Leigh McGinley complete the 
very hard new wall climbs on this 
crag. The major one is Golgotha 
(E4,5c) which climbs between 
Crucifix and Ivy Sepulchre. 
Climbed by McGinley and Paul 
Williams with scant protection . 
Misty Wall (E1 ,5b) is an eliminate 
on the Left Wall of Cenotaph 
Corner, Direct Finish (McGinley 
and party). Fawcett's Lord of the 
Flies, these climbs, the routes on 
Suicide Wall and the new wal I 
climbs on Cloggy mark the arrival 
of the top Peak/Pennine 
standards in Wales. 
On Cyrn Las, Ed Cleasby and Rob 
Matheson repeated their 'theft' of 
Lubyanka when they climbed 
Super Skull (E4,6a,5c,5c), an 
independent line between Skull 
and Great Buttress. 
On Clogwyn-y-Grochan, the steep 
crack right of Quasar crossing 
K"aisergerbirge Wall to finish up 
the wall right of the latter, 
Quantum Jump (E2,5c) was 
climbed by Ron Fawcett. 
Martin Crook added Vendetta 
(E2,5c,5b) left of Spectre with Mel 
Griffiths. 
There has been activity on the 
'Scimitar shaped crag' higher up 
the Pass than Dinas-y-Gromlech 
on the same side. Mark Walton, 
Phil Wilson, Jon Walker, Ursula 
Collie and Gary Gibson, in various 
learnings, have climbed nine lines 
on the crag at all grades. Details 
will be published when they have 
been cross-referred to earlier 
climbs there but the cliff is 
undoubtedly good value in the 
100ft category. 

Clogwyn Du'r Arddu 
There was a spate of new routes 
in late summer. On the Far East 
Buttress Pete Whillance soloed 
the Direct Finish to Sinistra (E 1) 
and Mick Fowler freed Chicane 
(XS,5b). On the Pinnacle Pat 
Littlejohn and Chris King climbed 
the arete of East Gully Groove, The 
Axe (E4,6a). The climb is a single 
170ft pitch. On the front 
Whillance and the Berzins 
brothers climbed Vanishing 
Giraffes (E3,5c,5b) right of 
Spillikin. On the East Buttress, 
Mick Fowler and Ph ill Thomas 
paralleled The 'Drainpipe Crack' 
of Vemberto give Spreadeagle 
(XS,5b/c,5c). Left of Pedestal 
Crack Pete Livesey and Jill 
Lawrence climbed The Purr-Spire 
on the wall right of Troach with a 
peg runner half way 
(E4,5c/6a,5b); whilst right of 
Pedestal Crack John Redhead and 
Chris Shorter-Herbert climbed 
Organ Flagellator (E3,5c). 
On The Boulder, Whillance 
combined with local climber 
Jimmy Jewel to find The 
Boulderer (E3,5c,5b) a line right 
of The Boldest. It's still safe to say 
that Cloggy offers many more 

possibilities for climbs in the 
highest grades, another good 
summer will show just how many. 

Gogarth 
Pete Whillance and Ray Parker 
have repeated Fawcett's The Cad. 
Whillance did not use the first 
protection bolt but did clip into 
the second which he stated to be 
chiefly psychological in value. 

Cwmldwal 
On the Gribin Facet, Martin Crook 
and Mel Griffiths climbed The 
Scream (HVS) left of Playtime and 
The Serpent left of Angular 
Chimney. Insidious Slit (E4,6a). to 
the left of Job, was climbed by 
John Redhead and Keith 
Robertson. Diadem (HVS) the thin 
crack between Sweet Sorrow and 
Llyn was climbed by Crook and 
Dave Farrant. Both this and the 
next route are reported to be of 
high quality. Demetrius (E3,6a) 
takes the thin crackline in the wall 
left of Saints Wall, Derek Beet le
stone and Gary Gibson. 

Snowdon South 
On Carreg Hylldrem Mel Griffiths 
and Bob Chamberlain climbed 
Biggies (VS) right of Spook to gain 
a pleasant delicate, right sloping 
ramp. On Clogwyn y Wenallt 
Griffiths and Bob Chamberlain 
have added two new lines. 
Caligula (HVS) is an arete left of 
Ferdinand and Pickador is the jam 
crack high to the left of Carol 
Crack. 
At Tremadog Stuart Cathcart and 
Greg Griffiths have found Savage 
Man (E3, 150ft) on the buttress 
between Chwys and Yogi. Gary 
Gibson has climbed the left arete 
of Chwys to give Big Bug (E3,6a) 
On Pant /fan, Cathcart and 
Griffiths found Fear (E3,5c) on a 
buttress left of Huntley and 
Millipede Buttress (perniciously 
omitted from the latest guide, old 
guide needed for geography). 

Snowdon East 
On Craig-y-dwr, Crafnant, Stuart 
Cathcart and Greg Griffiths 
climbed the open groove left of 
Tremor, and the overhang and 
thin crack above, to give Crash 
Landing (E4,6c). Cathcart writes : 
"As far as the grade is concerned, 
I'm sure it will create some 
criticism, however we are 
confident of the grade and its 
difficulty, 6c. The route was put 
up over a period of two days with 
no prior abseiling, unethical 
tactics or messing; just plenty of 
training, climbing and falling." 

PEAK/PENNINES 

Gritstone 
Gritstone continues to offer up a 
few lines. Some are good, others 
just variations and of poor quality. 
Time and climbers themselves 
will decide which have merit. 
On Stanage Gary Gibson has 
climbed Living at Speed (E1 ,5B). 
The route climbs the slab left of 
Pullover. High Flyer (HVS) was 
soloed by Lee Bower, right of 
Green Slab. Phil Burke climbed 
the wall above EIiis's Eliminate 
traverse, Ginny Come Lately, 
(HVS, 5B). Perhaps the best new 
routes climbed on Stanage lately 
have been Boe No Buttress (XS) 
the arete right of Asp, gained 
from that route by Steve Bancroft 
and Nicky Stokes. Martin Boysen 



and Phil Burke climbed the steep 
wall and arete left of Cave 
Eliminate at XS 5C, a good route. 
Gabriel Regan has done three 
good new lines. Thunder Road 
(XS) right of Robin Hood's Right 
Hand Buttress Direct; Bloodshot 
(HVS) on the right side of Martello 
Buttress and After the Fire (XS) 
crossing Sliliva from the left . 
At Froggatt , Steve Bancroft, un
seconded , has a-dded Narcissus 
(XS 6B) which climbs the slight 
weakness above the first crack of 
Valkyrie. Bancroft partnered by 
Nick .Stokes climbed the right 
arete of Apollo at Curbar, Beer
hunter (XS 5C) . 
Staffordshire Grit development 
continues at a meteoric pace. 
However the problem here is that 
whilst some of the new routes are 
very fine, others are totally incon 
sequential and barely worth 
recording, other than as boulder 
problems. The editors of the 
forthcoming guide face a tremen
dous task. 
On the upper ti-er of the Roches, 
Phil Burke seconded by Dave 
Stables climbed the big roof left 
of Sloth , Gillted (XS). a fine route. 
Gary Gibson was active 
hereabouts. Bed of Nails (E3 5C) 
climbs the crack left of Easy Gully. 
Gibson also climbed Hanging 
Around (HVS) through the roof 
left of Ruby Tuesday and finishing 
up the wall right of Jeffcoats 
Buttress, a pleasant addition. 
However the roof pitch had been 
climbed previously by both Ban 
croft and Burke. 
On the Lower Tier, John Codling, 
Andy Fox and Dave Jones climbed 
Eugene 's Axe (5C). which follows 
the left arete of Pebbledash. 
Incidentally, " Eugene" who 
resides at Rock Cottage is 
definitely to be avoided: a true 
axe-cess problem. 
At Hen Cloud, Burke, unseconded, 
climbed the conspicuous arete 
right of Delstree, Levitation (XS 
6A) . 
In the Bleaklow area there has 
been some development of 
Shining Clough. Saucius Digitalus 
(XS 6A) was climbed by Loz 
Francomb. Holme Moss (HVS) 
climbs the crack between Big 
Wall and Gremlin Groove by John 
Hunt and party. Tony Stephenson 
and party climbed the centre of 
the wall right of East Rib, Icon 
(HVS) . Across the valley at Tint 
wistle Knarr, Steve Bancroft freed 
Banshee and Loz Francomb 
climbed the crack 1 Oft left of the 
Arete to give Nil Carborundum 
llligitimium (XS 5C) . 
Black Rocks has given three new 
routes to the team of L. Pearson & 
S. Golden. Fun Traverse (E3) starts 
from the left of South Gully Rib. 
Firebird (E2 5C) climbs the second 
break left of Prom Traverse. 
Twisted Smile (HVS 5B) follows 
Prom Traverse and climbs up to a 
prominent mouth, finishing 
direct . 
A regrettable outbreak of hold 
chipping has occurred in the 
Staffordshire Grit area . Some of 
this vandalism is known to be the 
work of 'youths in leather jackets' . 
but then again, some climbers 
wear biking gear. The holds in 
question are all near the ground 
or ledges and the manner of the 
cutting makes the climbs messier 
rather than easier. Attention from 
genuine climbers should insure 
that this passing phase passes 
again before major damage is 
done. 

Limestone 
The impending publication of the 

new guides has seen a predict 
able upsurge of new routes. There 
have been dozens of first ascents 
recorded in such places as Deep
dale, Ashwood Dale and Staidon 
Quarry, but as publication of the 
guide is imminent, no mention of 
individual routes will be made. 
The major limestone cliffs are still 
offering good lines. On High Tor 
Phil Burke has climbed two very 
fine routes. Tales of Yankee Power 
(E5 6A) climbs the blank wall 
between Original Route and 
Supersonic, starting up a faint 
groove above the Original Direct 

• and continuing almost direct to 
the top of the crag was done by 
Burke, Al Evans and Sid Siddiqui 
Burke also climbed what is 
probably the best route on the 
Left wing.A6 (E5 6B) starts left of 
Extender and climbs the wall on 
pockets joining Extender at the 
Girdle, then free climbs Extender. 
This was done by Burke 
unseconded. Also at the extreme 
left end of the left wing Jim 
Moran & John Regan climbed the 
groove left of China Spring to give 
World 's End (5C E1 ). At Willersley 
Mick Fowler and Martin Taylor 
have freed Pulsator. Also at 
Willersley and Wildcat, Gary 
Gibson has done a number of new 
routes, details of which we hope 
to publish in future . 
Cheedale has seen intensive 
development in recent months. 
Chris Jackson has been to the 
fore, discovering many fine routes 
whilst engaged in guidewriting . 
On Plum Buttress Dave Edwards 
and Jackson climbed The Little 
Prune (HVS, 5B) which follows 
the cracked corner 1 5yds right of 
the top pitch of Sirplum. Phil 
Burke led Big Plum with one point 
of aid as a handhold . The route 
had been done free on a rope, but 
the crucial hold above the lip 
pulled off. (Peg men please be 
careful) . On Morning Buttress and 
Runyons Corner Jackson & 
Conway have climbed the 
following routes. Thin Lizzy (HVS 
5B). the groove just left of 
Swinging Wall. Escort Crack (VS 
4C). Starts left of the previous 
route and joins it by traversing the 
upper wall. Shape Shifter (VS 4C) 
climbs the wall between Transit 
Groove and Soft Shoe. Big Daddy 
(HVS 5A) goes as for Harry the 
Horse moving left at the bulge to 
follow a groove. 
On Tapley Buttress Paul and Brian 
Cropper have climbed Time (XS 
5C (1 pt) the overhang and thin 
groove on the right hand side of 
the buttress . Two Tier Buttress 
has seen the addition of Stolen 
Fruit (E3 5C) which starts as for 
Isolate and traverses right to a 
thin crack, by Jackson, Fleming . 
In Water Cum Jolly Proctor & 
Birtles freed Rubicon (E2 5C). a 
very good route. On the Upper 
Circle Paul Cropper climbed 
Wolfen (HVS 5B) a free version of 
Cyclops. Willie Todd & Nick 
Colton did Jackdaw Points (MXS 
5B). the wall between Fledgling 
Flakes and Fledgling Cracks. On 
Central Buttress James Moran 
partnered by Geoff Milburn has 
added two fine routes War (XS 
6A) climbs the wall between 
Knuckleknocker and Hairy Legs; 
and Alien (XS 5C) between 
Knuckleknocker and Nutcracker. 
Raven Tor has seen the addition 
of two routes. Little Extra (E3 6A) 
climbs the wall right of Sardine 
starting up the obvious groove 
(Tom Proctor, Birtles, Marshall) 
and Ministry of Silly Walks (HVS) 
traverses from right to left 
finishing up the final groove of 
Mecca. 

Above: Steve Bell on Yardarm, XS, Berry Head. Photo: Fowler. 

At Stoney Middleton, Al Evans 
climbed the wall right of Green 
Crack to give Soapsuds (HVS 5B) . 
Steve Bancroft & Al Evans 
climbed the wall right of Autumn 
Leaves to give Looking Through 
Gary Gibson 's Eyes (HVS) . 

SOUTHWEST 
Avon Gorge Atrocity 
Bristol City Engineers' lunatic 
demands have resulted in their 
wishing to remove the overhang 
below Lunchtime Ledge. Quite 
who they seek to protect by 
spending £8,000 on this work 
remains a mystery. Certainly not 
the protected species of plants on 
the cliff; but using ' Public Safety' 
as a pretext they require no 
permission to blow up anything 
they want to. 

Cheddar Gorge 
Climbing at Cheddar has now 
been formally agreed by the land 
owners agent on the following 
terms. 
"Climbing is permitted by the 
owner of this land during the 

months of October-March 
inclusive (but excluding the 
Easter holiday) within the length 
indicated on the plan below, and 
in the upper part of the Gorge 
above the reservoir throughout 
the year, subject to the under
mentioned conditions. 
1 Climbing should not 
commence in any part where 
vehicles are parked beneath the 
cliff face. 
2 Every care must be taken to 
ensure the safety of other visitors 
and to cause no nuisance of any 
nature. 
3 The foot of the climbing site to 
be left clean and tidy on 
completion of the climb. 
4 The owner of the land 
disclaims any liability for injury or 
damage caused through the grant 
of this consent. 
5 This consent applies only to 
climbers who are affiliated to the 
British Mountaineering Council. 
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Peter and the 

ICICLE 
By John Given 

The alann rang as usual about seven and, as 
usual, was ignored. The pebris attendant on three 
climbers sprawled across the floor of Blond 
Nick's caravan whiletheclimbers la yon the bunks 
and struggled silently with their dreams, their 
bladders and whatever else came to hand. The van 
rocked now and then on its rusty springs as gusts 
of wind blustered down Glen Nevis. During the 
next halfhour, mummy-like figures struggled half 
upright one by one and pressed their noses to the 
cold and misty glass. One by one they lay back 
down without a word and, as sleep crept back in, a 
first peculiar ritual of the day seemed complete. 

Outside it was snowing. Not up and down 
snow, but side to side snow. Although each 
climber was silent and appeared to be asleep, their 
thoughts were already up and wandering dreamily 
around the hills outside. They wandered slowly 
up to the highest gullies of the Ben, down which 
spindrift poured and over which cornices creaked. 
Down from the ridges and buttresses, where a 
rope of three would shuffietheirfeeton ledges and 
freeze in the wind. Down to the C.I.C., down the 
soggy path to the Dam, down to the Golf Club and 
finally back to the sordid dripping interior of the 
van. This was the strenuous reasoning that lulled 
the climbers back to sleep, a process often 
mistaken by the inexperienced eye for simple 
laziness. 

An hour later I woke to the sharp and painful 
knowledge that a second ritual of the day must 
shortly be perfonned, or a sleeping bag shortly be 
watered. I'd had a dream, I'd looked over the 
mountain and seen Hendrix on stage in Caire 
Cass. I kicked Phil awake and started to describe 
the scene. He rolled his head towards me, opened 
one stitch browed eye and, with the air of an old 
and tired confessor, asked; 'What the fuck are you 
on about now?'. 

But he wasn't the problem. I'd known him for 
years and we had developed a range of 
understandings about life and, broadly speaking, 
were in favour. Anyway, he'd been climbing all 
week, an achievement almost unique in an 
inglorious decade of mountaineering, and was 
consequently knackered. The problem was Pete. 
He'd arrived last night fresh from a conference in 
Aberdeen about how to die in the North Sea. It 
seems that this is an easy thing to do and so, 
naturally, Pete spent the evening briefing us 
against such a possibility. Short of a partner and a 
doss, a few beers later he had both, and we had the 
usual highly defined plan. Tomorrow we would 
have a look at 'something' and it would be 'short' . 
Now, even though confronted by the white 
hostility of the day, he was up, obviously driven by 
a stronger will, or weaker bladder than mine. He 
made a brew and we sat the three of us with glazed 
eyes and hands round steaming mugs, like 
refugees, waiting for negotiations to begin. 

It was from such unlikley beginnings that 
fragile possibilities of the day grew into an icicle 
that flows from the undercut base of number 5 
gully on Aonach Dubh. A rare and elusive pitch 
this one creeping down slowly through the empty 
air, on cold nights; a tantalising possibility seldom 

22 

strong enough to bear the schemes of those who 
stood beneath it. But this was the year of the icicle 
when everyone's local crag became an ice crop, 
guide books were left where they fell and trails 
beaten to the most unlikely places. 

So our icicle had come ofage - 'Thirty feet - no 
more - good landing' , - according to the 
authorative Englishman in the bar last night. 
Weeks ago in Keswick, Davie MacDonald had 
wizened up his face and quoted us twice that 
height. But would you buy a second-hand icicle 
from a man who plays pool with one ball? Second 
hand because Cub by had climbed it and showed 
in passing that the ground below was indeed good 
to land on. 

So that was it, just what we needed, short walk, 
one pitch climb and 'You can always come down if 
you don't like it', can't you? 

A few veils of snow drifted up and down the Coe 
and the icicle was revealed, now and then, as a very 
small icy incident on a very big crag. A sabre
toothed gully with the empty mouth of the rock 
open and dark behind. It seemed to shrink to our 
kind of size as we slunk up the slope beneath, only 
to sprout up fast when we stood with our necks 
bent back at the dripping bottom. A clear forty feet 
of it hung completely free and unsupported, the 
tip tickled the slope below, with a further fifteen or 
twenty feet of vertical clinging to the rock until it 
eased back into the gully above. 

It was Pete's pitch. He'd been here before and 
this time was psyched up to push things to a 
conclusion. Phii and I were snug in the knowledge 
that there would be no moment today, high and 
lonely on the ice with all the choices gone. From 
this comfortable position we generously offered 
Pete our various assessments of the problem. 

* * * * * 

He racks up his gear in a suspiciously systematic 
way for someone who claims it's his third Scottish 
ice climb. Nobody's fooled though, because he's 
swapped us a Devil's Appendix for a Curtain and 
the Karakoram for a Carnmore. Mysteriously 
events have now developed their own 
momentum and the cold shower of melt water in 
which we stand evokes no more comment than 
Pete's throwaway line about his jacket being not 
much good below twenty thousand feet. 

He climbs up and down the first dubious ten 
feet to satisfy himself that the ice is O.K and since 
it seems to be, he ties on the ropes and makes a 
start. The first few fragile moments pass to the 
sound of tinkling ice and withheld breaths, until 
Pete develops a rhythm, switches off the relevant 
part ofhis brain, and clunks slowly up into the sky. 
The placements are good once the surface crust is 
cleared away and at about thirty feet, Pete takes a 
rest, arms dangling, hanging from the hooked-in 
Terrors and apologises for the delay. 

I begin to realise that he won't be climbing 
down now and fumblesuperstitiouslyin my sac for 
a helmet, as odd bits ofice sneakily appear at speed 
from high up the gully. Phil scurries about from 
side to side framing it, composing it, wide angling 
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It 
and zooming it; calling for smiles and bows. Pete, 
with some feeling back in his anns, sets off again 
almost out of my sight now, round bulges of 
dripping ice. He's completed the detached section 
of the icicle and moves left to a small grotto in 
search of protection more solid than the screws 
that slid too easily into the ice below. After much 
mumbling and hammering he gives up the search 
and moves back on to the ice leaving behind a tied 
off peg, unconsoled by our encouragements of 
'Only fifteen feet to go'. 

I realise that soon I'll be hanging up there and so 
begin to scheme the easiest possible way from Ato 
B. I'll find all his placements and just hook up it, 
no scrabbling about with manky ice for me. I'll 
leave all the screws for Phil to pull by persuading 
him he'll need the rests being so tired after his big 
week. I'll just scamper up with absolute minimum 
of brain damage and then I'll be able to say how 
easy ... Bang! ' Shit!' I dive into the cave. 

A pillar of ice is in the sky settling for a shattered 
brittle second on its fang into the slope, like a 
factory chimney might, just before it tilts out and 
thunders down. 

* * * * * 

All you have to do is close your eyes and when . 
you open them again, it's gone. Two ropes 
hanging and spinning round a roofoficeand rock. 
Fifty feet up and fifteen feet out. Pete clings to his 
Terrors, just above the dotted line. Phil gazes 
through his lens at the pitch now noisily receding 
down the hill. A few feet to my left there's a crater 
four feet deep littered with ice blocks, as ifa mortar 
bomb had landed. 'Incoming or outgoing?', I 
wonder and decide it must have been a bit ofboth. 

* * * * * 



The fracture had sprung from the tip of Pete's 
right axe, run down beside him and curved back 
under his feet. Although he'd felt the screws pull, 
he seemed to have trouble believing that the 
whole pitch was gone. Going on was definitely too 
freaky as we could now see all too clearly how 
much water was draining behind the ice. Pete 
crept back to his peg slotting the Terrors tenderly 
into the placements he'd made confidently a few 
minutes before. Phil and I felt helpless and silently 
began to move the biggest blocks of ice from the 
landing strip. Three boys from Devon piled round 
the corner to dig our bodies out, having heard the 
bang and seen the bad news churning down the 
slopes. Upstairs Pete slowly made his calculations 
and rigged two screws to back up the peg then very, 
very gently he floated down to the snow below. We 
swapped amazements, reliefs and useless 
wisdoms as passers-by did double-takes and 
stopped on the path below. 

We slowly packed our sacs with much looking 
and wondering and shaking ofheads. The weight 
ofit, the mechanics . .. 'lfl'd ever for a moment, 

even a moment, thought there was the remotest 
possibility' .. . We could see exactly how the whole 
tonnage of the thing was hung from a sheet ofice 
eight inches thick, eight feet across. So treat it 
gently if you should ever, because there's a trigger 
there, a lever, a hidden spring. We came back 
down as the sun cameoutand clambered over the 
blue ice blocks beneath a rainbow. Swans on the 
lock stuck their bums into the air and we sat by the 
river and laughed. Up there, something was 
missing. 

Tomorrow was All Fools Day. 

Summary 
A first-hand account of the collapse ofan icicle 

pitch in Glencoe during early 1979. • 

Photos: Phil Swainson. 
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THE.SEARCH 
By Rob Milne 

A search. A quest. That is my life. The goal : 
Scottish Grade 5. The mythical Scottish Grade 5. 
When I was learning to ice climb in America, the 
elders spoke of Scottish Ice. But they never 
revealed details of this ice. My imagination had to 
fill in the voids. But was I correct? Have I judged 
what Scottish ice really is? I must know. To 
Scotland I will go. I will search the land for these 
Grade 5s. I must know what is the essence of a 
Grade 5. Why is it mythical? What makes it a 
Grade 5. 

More importantly, how will I get past these next 
!Oft? My thoughts of 6 months ago must wait. I 
wish I was ice climbing. This is a grade 4. There 
must be some ice hidden here. A look at my 
partner brings only laughs. He was to introduce 
me to Scottish climbing, now he laughs each time 
I point my frozen beard in his direction. A few 
more icicles chopped onto him will hush the 
disturbance. He said Deep Cut Chimney in the 
'Coe was a classic. Epic is more the word. But I've 
chopped enough ice off the overhang. Check my 
holds. A jam between ice and rock. A foothold on 
the verglas at waist level. Hanging horizontal on 
one hand, then stepping high. If this is a Grade 4 
I'll never be able to climb Grade 5. Frontpointing 
on verglas. I think I'll take a month off and wait for 
the season to start. This isn't ice climbing this is 
crazy. But lots of fun as well. My partner laughs 
and I chop another icicle loose onto him. 

That was 2 months ago. Thatgrade4 was harder 
than the routes I've done since. My first Scottish 5 
was Point 5. We had to sneak up on it. Each time I 
went to do a route, it was snowing. Fine days my 
partner claimed. Good ice he said. I was appalled. 
JO0ft runouts of spindrift covered snow. This isn' t 
like a New England 5. In New England I could 
sink my tools in an inch and park cars on them 
(even the big American ones). I never touched my 
crampons to rock. For I was an ice man. No rock 
for me. But now my crampons are dulled, and 
never get sharpened. It would only be a waste of 
time. Two nations separated by a common 
language. Ice climbing has a different meaning 
here in Scotland. The meaning is as different as 
the ways of life. Now I've learned the way of life. 
Can I decide what makes a Scottish Grade 5? 

I thought Point Five was to be the standard. 
Beckey led the first pitch in good style. No 
runners, one tricky step right. I had been there 
before. But the mountain tried to eject me from 
thenarrowchimneyabovewithanavalanche. This 
time we pretended to head for an easy route. The 
mountain was fooled, and gave us sunshine. But 
I'm pissed off at the slow party ahead. Two hours 
he took to lead the crux pitch! I'm not wasting my 
time 'placing runners. Stemming over the manky 
ice in the bulges, I wonder why I was in such a 
hurry. A Grade 5. Look at it. It's pushing me over 
backwards, with only bad ice. Now a chimney. My 
pack just fits inside. So this is Grade 5? narrow ice 
hoses and bulges of bad ice. Almost enjoyable. 
The sunshine on the summit certainly was 
enjoyable. It looked better than the long walk back 
to Fort William. Fooled the mountain we had. But 
it knew it. As we descended, I could hear its breath 

Above: Good conditions at the top of Point Five. Left: More usual powder snow blasting lower on 
Phow: Dave Higgs. Point Five. Photo: Roger Durban. 

muttering. It vowed to show me real climbing. 
Where's that pint I thought? 

I didn't dare try to fool the mountain twice, so 
up Buachaile Etive Mor we went. This route can't 
be important. I had never heard of it from the 
elders. Raven's a good name. And it was a good 
route. Again the language barrier slowed me. 
When they said ice, they meant some ice. Bull was 
observant. I thought, "Ahh a Grade 5", as I 
hooked my tools into the placements the last party 
had left. My trusty Mjollnir slid under the over
hang and into a chockstone. I couldn't swing. 
There was nothing to swing at. The mountain had 

leftjustenoughicetoleavemytoolsin. Wishithad 
left something for my feet. Crystals and crampons. 
Maybe that is part of a Grade 5. Maybe, but not 
good. Five feet isn't that far to stem. And it is more 
comfortable than those tiny rock crystals. I don't 
even need my tools. Ahh - yeah. This is it. 
Stemmed in the splits below an overhang. No tool 
placements. This must be the secret. 

But it continued. The mountain showed more. 
Each foot placed on a small ledge of ice. I didn't 
ask how the ice held on to the rock. The mountain 
took care of that. I just stayed on the ice. That was 
enough to do. It was hard to stay on the ice. One 
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foot always landed on rock. My poor crampons. 
They certainly don't like Grade 5. Appalling. 
More spindrift. The mountain has found us. Our 
sunny day has turned into a blizzard. My partner 

- laughs. A good day he calls it. Foolish boy. We 
continued winding our way over chockstones. 
Each hiding thin bands of ice below a river of 
spindrift. A frozen beard. A Mars bar. This must 
be the climb I thought. I was confused. A climb on 
ice on a perfect day. A thin mixed route in a 
blizzard. They can't be considered the same. And 
where is the cornice? In this whiteout, I can't tell. 
Ah here it is. My floating free fall is interrupted by 
the rope on my waist, and unfair comments about 
blind Yanks from above. He wouldn't have seen 
the edge either. 

New England Ice! There it is. Only 50ft, but it is 
like a homecoming to me. At least I'm now sober 
enough to enjoy it. I don't know which is worse. 
The session at the Clachaig pub, or the bloody 
bogs on the approach. I was soaked inside last 
night. Soaked outside swimming through the 
bogs today. Now tears of joy as my Mjollnir bites 
home. I can laugh as the others' Terrors bounce 
hopelessly. That must be my partner's problem. 
But what she doesn't have in strength, she makes 
up in determination. And the belay is good for 
once. Surely this frolic on real ice isn't a Grade 5? 
Most American grade fours have larger vertical 
sections. Maybe because it is so unlike anything 
else in Scotland. It's real ice. And steep. But I have 
already decided that Scottish Grade 5 is unlike 
anything in America. So it can't be. Perhaps the 
crux is higher up on the route? 

The crux has to be just up here. There is little 
else to climb. Tower Gap they called it. I had heard 
of many people bivouacing here. They had been 
unable to cross the gap in the darkness or the wind. 
It is only six feet wide. Why climb 20ft down and 
then up the other side? Surely the crux istojump. I 
thought it was an easy jump. The King ofScotland 
missed. But he didn't cut his face too bad. It must 
have been the crux. 

Two days in a-row on the Ben? At least I've had 
lots of beer in my system to drive me through the 
bogs. This is surelytheGrade5 part of the route. It 
is definitely harder to drink beer and slog the bogs 
than a lazy 10 a.m. start in New England. Don't 
they know better. They never even see the sun. I 
guess it is too busy shining on Colorado. They 
even think it is fun to drink and try climbing. 
Today looked like an exception. We told the 
mountains we were planning to climb Hadrians 
Wall. It still hasn't spotted us on the second pitch 
of Orion Face Direct. 

This can't be a Grade 5 though. The ice isn't 
vertical. It isn't thick either. The tool placements 
are all there. It is like running up a steep hill. No 
runners to slow you down. Pitch after pitch. Icy 
Tower after Icy Tower. I could almost forget the 
climbing and look at the nifty snow formations. 
Tis a pity to remove them with my hammer. 
Placements are more important. The locals in the 
pub said that it was the best classic on the Ben. It 
certainly doesn't compare to the Curtain. The 
Curtain was only a few hundred feet. They still 
called it Grade 5. Just proves length isn't 
important. Wasn't steep either. Short and sweet. 
Li::c a nice lassie. Enough to hang onto, but not 
too much to get in the way. Even had nice caves to 
crawl into for a chat before I soloed the next pitch. 
And the thin white lace. Would I give upa lassie for 
this? Maybe it is a Grade 5 because of its beauty. 
No I guess not. There must be a reason something 
this short and elegant is a '5'. 

"Off Belay" comes down from above. I pull my 
terror out of the snow. Some belay I thought. 
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"Here is the crux", I hear. So I ran across the 
traverse. "Where", I ask? I see nothing climbable. 
The mountain sees us though. No longer can we 
hide on this massive face. It has brought its wind 
for us. The sling over a horn comforts us. Our first 
real belay since the hut. The belay brings back my 
enthusiasm for my quest. Perhaps this crux holds 
the secret to Scottish Grade 5. Halfway up, I'll be 
glad if it holds a runner and I. We agreed to 
compromise. It would hold me. My crampons 
start to sing as they touch rock. They now love the 
feel of rock. I was glad I had replaced the pick on 
my hammer. The old pick was dull and boring. 
The new pick sings each time it finds rock. Singing 
and Dancing. This must be Scottish Grade 5. 
Even the mountain has joined in with a few snow
flakes. A kick over my head. Into the splits. One 
tool over my shoulder. The other destroys the best 
formation on the climb. The joy is almost like 
flying. No flying though. That's against the rules. I 
would enjoy the flight, but the horn mightjoin me 
after my first 250ft offlying. No runners. No ice. 
But where is this Grade 5 ice? My points would 
only penetrate half an inch anyway. So why have 
the extra ice? And I don't need my tools. I brought 
these feet to stand on. 

Just because I belayed from two tools tied offin 
verglas after the crux, doesn't mean he has to go 
looking for a good belay after his pitch. It has taken 
him as long to find a belay as it did to lead. Perhaps 
I shouldn't have removed my belay so soon. 
Standing here on front points for 20 minutes? I'm 
going up. The King of Scotland and he is looking 
for a toilet halfway up the Orion Face? At least he 
could have done more than tie me to his half 
driven axe. Oh well. Maybe this is part of a Grade 
5. We were really soloing anyway. Even the clouds 
have come to cover us. Maybe this is a Grade 5. A 
drunken night last night. Getting soaked in the 
bogs during the approach. No belays. No runners. 
This mixed ice. Now my partner has untied, and 
I'm soloing. 

No that couldn't have been a Grade5. Itwas too 
much fun. Especially when my beard froze and 
the spindrift started. We knew we would live. Not 
knowing if you'll live is the only hard part of this. 
They said Zero had no belays. So I decided to solo 
it. It was harder deciding to climb it. After 
finishing the steep section, I had to climb 
1000 more feet before I knew I would live. Maybe 
this is part of a Grade 5. On most American ice 
routes, you don't have to worry about dying. The 
Scots seem to thrive on almost killing themselves. 
The less chance you have ofliving, the better the 
route. I guess life is more worth living in the U.S. 
And I guess this is part of a Grade 5. 

In America 350ft of near vertical ice would 
make one think twice. But that is hard water ice. 
The start of Zero was like a steep Alpine climb. 
350ft of perfect tool placements. For once I had 
good conditions. The storm only enhanced the 
atmosphere. Each tool placement sank to the 
head. 

The locals told me I didn't really do the route. 
I had good conditions. The elders said "You 
should try it in bad nick". I guess they don't believe 
in good conditions. They get good conditions so 
rarely, but when they do, you can climb anywhere 
on those faces with no bother at all. Maybe that is 
part of a Grade 5, I thought, as I downed my 7th 
pint. You aren't allowed to use the good ice. Ordo 
these people think the bad ice is the good ice and 
the good ice is the bad ice? Another pint, and I'd be 
thinking the same way. Another pint and I won't 
be thinking. I wonder if I'll live? 

Gardyloo Buttress turned out to be a classic 
Grade 5. The route started the night before in the 

Fort William pub. 8 pints of energy on an empty 
stomach. Finding a climbing partner at IO p.m. 
My pleasant night on the Distillery floor was only 
disturbed by a rat falling ofTthe roof and landing 
near mysleepingbag. An omen I wonderecl?Then 
cametheclreaclful bogs. The weather was warmer, 
and the bogs were deeper. But I've become 
immune to getting stuck in bogs. They quiver at 
my obscenities. Only one foot was wet when we 
got to the hut. The Orion Face had fallen clown, so 
we started up Observatory Gully, heading for 
freezing level. The next 1500ft of climbing were 
the hardest of the day. I !ere we were, climbing to 
the top of the mountain, and then starting the 
route. 3,500ft of climbing to get to the base of a 
500ft route 1 But the Scots took it in their stride. It 
seemed sensible to them. We almost didn ' t make 
it up the gully. Deep snow ala 45 degreeanglewas 
too much work on the day after the night before. 
At last we arrived at the base oft he buttress. As we 
roped up, ignoring the thawing, our friends ab bed 
off Point Five. " It's thawing," they yelled up. "Piss 
off' we yelled back. They were in the pub for 
lunch, we got soaked. 

I scampered up the first I 00ft and started 
excavating for peg cracks under a roof. I tried to 
ignore the fact that my tools were placed only in 
slush. IO minutes later I had two upside down 
pegs tied ofT below the overhang. My partner, 
Brian, waltzed up, and was pleased to see I had a 
good belay. He then shot up a near vertical slab of 
soft dripping slush. "Great placements", he called 
down. The ice on the overhang collapsed on my 
head. Brian wandered ofTrouteand headed for the 
biggest overhang he could find. Realizing his 
mistake too late , he tied ofT a large icicle, and 
proceeded to downclimb a short slab. "Great 
fun," he called, as the tool placements slid down 
with him. An hour later it was my turn. By now the 
dripping had soaked me from the head down, and 
the wet ice had soaked me from the feet up. 

No matter, this is Scotland. As I stood under a 
stream of water removing the runner from the 
icicle, I noticed the cloud had finally descended. 
This saved me looking at the rest of the pitch. All I 
could see was a tope disappearing clown between 
troughs of slush. A steep traverse with no tool 
placements brought me to the base ofan 80 degree 
slab. The next I 00ft of climbing were classic. Lost 
in a whiteout with only a rope to guide me, I could 
efTortlessly float up the surface of the thin slush. I 
was unhindered by the need to remove runners, as 
Brian had placed none on the pitch. My dream was 
interrupted by, "Your lead". I had arrived at the 
belay still lost in a world of delicate manky ice. 20ft 
of leading later, Brian was muttering about my 
taking so long, as I attempted to stem a short over
hang. The only good ice was 4ft to the left. Above 
the overhang was only soft snow. As I hopped my 
points up the rock feeling for the tiniest toe ledges, 
the good ice suddenly leapt into the cloud. 
Fortunately my Mjollnir was as interested _ in 
flying as I was. Brian was aggravated. When it 
starts raining on an ice route, and you're soaked to 
the skin, it's not time to be hanging by one hand. 
Another attempt and 15 minutes later it was 
Brian 's turn. 

When Brian finally arrived at the belay stance, 
he was a little quieter. He vowed not to complain 
about crazy Yanks, took a look around, and 
traversed out of sight across another slab. The 
rope came tight, without a call of "OIT belay". I 
probably wouldn't have heard in the wind any
way. Without a word I stirred the pools of water in 
my boots, wrungoutmygloves,andstarted up. The 
next section looked terrible. An inch of snow on 
an 80 degree slab. Oh well. Perhaps I can cross it 



before it knows I'm there. This worked and I 
found myself frontpointing a steep gulley. As I 
stopped to catch my breath in the driving rain, I 
noticed the gulley angle was less. In fact it was flat' 
I walked after the rope and it lead me to the 
summit shelter. We were greeted by 12 people 
who had just walked up from the Youth Hostel. 

I plopped on top of several girls, that was all the 
room there was. ls this a Grade 5, I thought, if you 
are surrounded by women on top? Did I know 
what Scottish Grade 5 was? 

Some climbs had bogs. Some had steep 
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approaches. You even got credit for a 5 if you 
started at the CIC hut. Usually you had lots ofbeer 
the night before. Sometimes you didn 't. Some 
routes could be done in one hour. Others took IO 
hours. Sometimes I touched rock. Sometimes I 
didn 't have to. Steep Ice. Manky Ice. Styrafoam. 
Super Slabs. Spindrift, but never good weather. 
No runners. No belays. Well , occasionally good 
belays. 

What combination of these made a Scottish 
Grade 5? As I gagged on a Mars bar, the answer hit 
me. Scottish Grade 5 is none of these. Scottish 
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Above: South Post Direct, Creag Meagaidh. Photo: 
Grahame Nicoll. 

Grade 5 is a secret hidden among the protective 
clouds. To find what it is, you'll have to search for 
yoursetr My search is over. It has shown me a 
strange people in a strange land. To learn what I 
have found, you must search for yourself, for the 
search is the answer. 
Summary 

An account of Scottish winter climbing by an 
American, New England mountaineer. ~ 
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By Bob Milward 

The idea of crossing a cliff rather than climbing it is one of the more absurd 
'games' in climbing. Tom Patey, authorofthe remarkable one day girdle of 
Creag Meagaidh, quoted Don Whillans remark that the ideal partner for a 
girdle was a crab: 'because it goes sideways and has a thick skull'. But 
Girdles are usually long and can cover much ground otherwise unreach
able. BOB MILWARD recounts the fun he and partners had traversing the 
amphitheatre of the Minus and Orion Faces, Ben Nevis. 

We were not very fit The grind up towards the 
C.I.C. hut was making itself felt already. One 
hundred yards above the golf course I paused at 
the peat lagoon and grinned at the memory of 
Tony on the first attempt, or was it the second? 
After fifteen hours effort we had been snowed and 
rained into soggy submission. Long past the stage 
of avoiding the puddles we walked straight 
through 18 inches of brown slop, but Tony found 
a root. He surfaced with the moon glistening on 
the brown sludge sliding down his face and 
dripping from his chin. He swore with dreadful 
intensity never pausing or repeating himself for 
several minutes until my twentieth fall knocked 
the self control out of me. The laughter of 
exhaustion soon shook us both till we wept. 

Was it worth the effort? The idea was good, a 
monster traverse of Ben Nevis half way up the 
cliffs from Bob Run to Devil's Nordwand. 
13,500ft on plan, with enough technical difficul
ties to dwarf any route in the Alps. The earlier 
attempts with Tony Dilger had begun on the Little 
Brenva face, crossed North East Buttress at the 
first platform and ended the first time with an 
abseil descent of Minus Two Buttress in a 
blizzard; the second time an equally hair raising 
descent of Minus One Buttress along with large 
lumps of melting mountain. 

With this, the third attempt, had come Tony's 
indisposition and Steve Parr's availability and 
also the realisation that in anything less than a 
week of perfect conditions the task was impos
sible. We shortened the objective to a girdle of the 
Minus and Orion Faces but kept our options open 
by carrying limited bivvy gear in case the "impos
sibly good" weather arrived. Determined to save 
time we waded thigh deep across the avalanche 
slopes below Zero Gully and the huge face on its 
left. I followed Slingsby's Chimney while Steve 
took the rib on the right, wishing he hadn ' t when 
the ice became thin. 

An icy blast greeted us on the first platform and 
sent us scurrying up North EastButtressand round 
the snow ledge onto the upper part of Minus Two 
Buttress. After gearing up with about four times 
the kit needed for any normal winter route we 
abseiled off a blunt spike. Eighty foot landed uson 
the snow patch in the centre of the buttress. The 
first tentative pull on the ropes and the lot came 
down - convenient but worrying. A brief glance 
down and the first attempt came to haunt me. 
Having traversed the Little Brenva face diagonally 
down to the first platform a blizzard had driven us 
on a wild rope descent over the overhangs of 
Minus Two Buttress. Only one abseil above 
safety, Tony had taken a hanging belay and cast off 
the ropes which then recoiled out of reach. Just 
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then the belay fell apart, leaving him to construct 
another while dangling from a handjam ... It had 
been good to get off. 

This time I set off into Minus Two Gully 
following the ground covered by the second 
attempt. The hard hollow crust boomed, 
occasionally breaking to admit a boot to the 
unstable powder beneath. 

A few easy feet of gully and a bare rock wall gave 
the last exit below tall overhanging corners. An ice 
fringe above the wall was the key to a groove above 
until a vertical snow wall barred the way. With ice 
axe flailing like a snow plough I chewed out a hori
zontal groove to a rib and some protection. The 
next problem was a steep rock groove. Idly picking 
at the half inch skin of ice on the left, I levered off a 
few square feet which dropped clear showing how 
Ii tile was stuck to the rock. Angry noises gurgled 
up from 200ft below in the gully. 

I threw some apologies down after the ice and 
reluctantly climbed the groove. The snow in the 
corner and on the right was an iUusion like the 
solidity of candyfloss. Both crampon and ice axe 
went straight through to bounce off smooth rock. 
My commitment was to about three quarters of 
an inch of detached water ice. Mental detachment 
nearly became physical when one axe pulled 
down 18 inches through the cold white confection 
in the corner. Presently the bulk of a snow ledge 
and hard steel protection were reached and in a 
matter of moments I was on the two-foothold 
stance thrust out in the centre of Minus One 
Buttress. While Steve followed the grumblings 
below resolved themselves into an off-route Pat 
Littlejohn tackling a nasty looking wall to regain 
the gully. 

Steve arrived and we danced a rope jig to swap 
the belay as I knew the way. Up a bit and 15ft right 
was a bottomless corner capped by a 4ft roo[ 
Everywhere the ice and snow sheathed and dis
guised the rock without providinganythingsecure 
to climb on. I blessed the knowledge of the pitch 
from the previous attempt but after ten minutes 
had failed to reveal the protection crack I began to 
have doubts. Even the crack in the underside of 
the roof was iced up and it was quite some time 
before I was suspended from a nut under the roof, 
hacking the snow clot from the fist jam in the lip. 

The aim was to move out on the fist jam and lay
back to the peg which twinkled 1 Oft above the roo[ 
The progress was right but the aid pulled left, and 
only the wrong hand could reach the jam. Matters 
came to a head when the sling swung the wrong 
side of my centre of gravity. I arched over back
wards to grab a sling with the panic of a novice 
trapeze artist. The attempt came to a halt with a 
stab in the back, or rather the buttock, as cramp 
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caught me in a seven-league bridge. I returned for 
a last attempt without a sack, and as often 
happens, it worked and I was soon chipping ice 
from the peg. I had forgotten how little was in the 
rock, and the friendly way it bent when tying it off. 
From it I abseiled 15ft and clawed across an ice 
glazed wall to another bottomless groove. Up the 
groove, steep snow ledges led right, the hard crust 
breaking up and falling away leaving crampons 
clawing through loose powder on steep rock. The 
extra ice fortunately eliminated the second 
tension traverse and I was soon belayed in Minus 
One Gully. 

For some reason that pitch is the bane of all 
seconds. The previous time Tony had suffered 
desperate contortions to retrieve the gear from 
under the roof, only to take a swing round the 
corner and dangle for an age on a blank wall, 
eventually escaping by climbing hand over hand 
up vertical wet9mm rope, a featona parwithnose
jamming Quietus. 

With lurid warnings ringing in his ears Steve 
followed on Cloggers on one rope with my sack a 
few feet ahead on the other. In spiteofthe modern 
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Above and right: Minus/Orion Face area, Ben 
Nevis. 0 = Orion Ordinary Z = Zero Gully. The 
successful climb started at IO. 00 am, crossed Minus 
Two at mid-day, Orion Ordinary at 7. 30pmandthe 
topofZeroGullyat 10.00pm. Photo: BobMilward. 

aids, he reached an impasse sitting on an ice 
hammeron the same steep wall, telling me that he 
would shortly be in the gully by way of a large 
swing when the hammer came out. Some hasty 
but complicated rope work resulted in his arrival 
at the belay without any aerobatics, the pitch 
having taken nearly 3 hours to lead and follow. 

We crossed the wide easy section of the gully 
and Steve set off across the pitch which had 
stopped us before. That time we had descended 
Minus One Buttress. The first abseil had been 
down a wall so steep that each contact sent us 
swinging out for an age before a long slow return 
swing. It finished hard against the knot at the 



rope's end with a Jong pendulum to reach a ledge 
and a more straightforward descent of Minus Two 
Gully. 

With only memories of that descent to keep me 
company I waited while Steve stuck his neck out 
on the next pitch. Belaying on two pitches in 
succession seemed endless and the cold ate 
through to my core. I had lost all drive. I knew the 
pitch was desperate and did not want to know. It 
was half past five and a couple of hours since the 
voices hidden in the gutter of Minus Two had 
passed us by. The party in Zero had long since 
vanished and through the worsening weather I 
could make out the late climbers returning down 
Observatory Gully - lucky B's. 

Soon my miserable self pity was forgotten as I 
was called upon to lower Steve across a diabolical 
tension traverse. The first time ended with a 
horrible scratching scrape across the rock, but the 
second attempt put him out of sight. The calls for 
slack came and my right fingers came to life with 
the twinges which tell you that various bits will 
remain numb for a few weeks. After some time I 
followed the wildest piece ofblind faith climbing I 
have seen in years. After an abseil and diagonal 
traverse the point of the buttress and two dande
lion (blow-away) pegs were gained. The rock 
above overhung and below fell vertical for so far I 
tried not to look. In-between had been a patch of 
snow on a 70 degree slab. The snow had slid off 
under Steve, and I followed as he had led, 
slithering down to qitch on who-knows what on 
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the lip of the drop. Several impossible moves 
followed by a "hand traverse" swinging from axes 
led to safety. "Jeeeez - what a lead!" 

The pace had now changed. The weather, pre
dictably had broken with a biting wind driving 
waves of spindrift. Turned 6 o 'clock it was getting 
dark. Speed was vital, and we were still in the 
middle of nowhere. I led down and up, and whil e 
Steve followed I recognised the original Orion 
face route. By 7.30 I had joined Steve in the Orion 
snow basin, the section from Minus Two Buttress 
having taken about 7½ hours to cross. A brief 
conference and we moved off diagonally right 
aiming for the upper reaches of Zero Gully. One 
belayed pitch and much moving together led to a 
single pitch in Zero with spindriftpouringoverus. 
Only concentration and luminous snow showed 
us the way in the dark. The spindrift came and 
went as we moved together up the last intermin
able slope of Zero. Exhaustion totally regulated 
our speed, but at l O o'clock we were both braced 
against the summitgale. We traced the edge of the 
plateau waiting now and again for the slight 
improvement which let us see the edge, some 8 
feet away. My hammer lit up, purple edged, 
glittering with a static spark and for a while St. 
Elmo's fire danced round the iced hairframingmy 
vision. Too exhausted for su rprise, careful 
navigation led us direct to the door of the summit 
shelter. 

The night was passed in shifts woken by the cold 
every two hours fbr another meal and smoke in a 

Above: Bob Milward leading the roof pi/ch on 
Minus One Buttress. Pholo: Sieve Parr. 

vain attempt to warm the place up. Boredom and 
cold drove us to action at 6 a.m., and by nine we 
were sipping hot soup, a gift of nectar from the 
Gods in the C.I.C. hut. 

For the first time we had an opportunity to 
consider our route. 2,500ft of climbing on the best 
face in Britain, taking 12 hours. Conceived as part 
of a girdle it had ended up principally a diagonal 
route, and as such would have been better started 
up Minus 3 Gully or Kellett's Left Hand Route. 
The rest redeemed all its shortcomings. The 
Minu s face had an intricate yet inescapable line 
giving extreme mixed climbing in superb position 
with Minus Two and One Gullies firmly demoted 
to "easy way off'' status. The gradual easing of 
standard to the delightful romp up the Orion slabs 
and the summit finish must make it one of the 
longest and most varied routes in Britain. Our 
only regret was the darkness and bad weather 
which spoiled the view:- What the hell! There's 
always next time and still 10,000ft to go on the 
girdle. 

Summary 
The story of three attempts, the last successful, 

to traverse a steep area of mixed climbing on Ben 
Nevis. 
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(above) The varying conditions of the attempts. Tony Dilger in the cold of the 
.first try and the warmth of the second (below). 
Right: Dilger on Minus One Buttress. Photos: Milward. 
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Traversing to the Death Bivouac, Eiger /938 route. Photo: McCartney. 

THE ALPINE WINTER 
By Alan Rouse 

"One day alpine winter climbing will come to 
surpass alpine summer climbing in importance." 
So wrote Marcel Kurz nearly sixty years ago. His 
prophecy is in theprocessofbecomingtrueas now 
the leading exponents of European alpinism 
turn their attention away from the overcrowded 
classics of the summer. Summerclimbing is not of 
course worked out but it has become a less fertile 
field for pushing the present frontiers of difficulty. 
Winter climbing in the Alps has often been 
compared to Himalayan climbing: snow 
conditions, the more serious nature of a winter 
expedition and its often prolonged nature 
demand a commitment of an order seldom 
encountered outside the world's greater ranges. 

The winter starts on December 21 and finishes 
on March 21. Woe betide anyone who climbs 
outside this period. They will only be credited with 
an autumn or spring ascent or perhaps at best a 
"quasi hivernal". For many newcomers the 
definition seems arbitrary and unfair. In Scotland 
the conditions rather than the datedecidewhether 
the ascent is a winter or summer one. With the all 
year round ice of the Alps a definition relating to 
snow and ice conditions is clearly inappropriate 
and so to avoid confusion and a blurring of the 
distinction between summer and winter the 
precise dates mentioned above have been 
generally accepted as a suitable definition. If you 
visit the Alps in winter the differences wi!J become 
apparent enough ; the snow six feet thick on the 
roofs of the houses, the temperatures often 
dropping to minus thirty centigrade on the icy 
north faces, the hordes of affiuent skiers and the 
desolate mountains themselves with scarcely a 
climber in sight. The complete silence of a perfect 
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winter's day is a beautiful and inspiring 
experience. The clatter of stonefall has long since 
ceased and the powder snow deadens all sounds. 
The fury of a winter storm is not usually a short 
lived affair as are the violent thunderstorms of 
summer. The wind and the cold make the survival 
of a winter storm a prolonged and sometimes 
deadly struggle. The approaches and the descents 
become major expeditions in themselves and a 
day 's summer climb might occupy a week in 
winter. The answer to the question, why climb in 
winter when the conditionsaremoredifficult, isof 
course the same as to the question of, why climb at 
all? 

Early History 
Sir Arnold Lunn, a leading figure in winter 

mountaineering and generally regarded as the 
fatherofBritish skiing, wrote a detailed account of 
the history of winter alpinism in 1926. He 
regarded Professor Hugi, with his crossing of the 
Col de Strahl egg in 183 2, as the first real pioneer of 
winter expeditions in the Alps. At the same time 
he mentions Dante's winter crossing of the Prato 
al Saglio (4,800ft) in 1311 ! Marcel Kurz in his 
classic "Alpinisme Hivernale" credits T. S. 
Kennedy with the first significant winter 
expedition. Kennedy, a leading English pioneer of 
first ascents in the Alps, conceived the curious 
notion that the Matterhorn might be more 
accessible • in January than in June. Thus in 
January 1862, three years before the first ascent of 
the Matterhorn, he climbed to a height of about 
11 , 100ft before being fr>rced to retreat by a bitter 
north wind . He discovered, as Whymper 

ironically remarks, "snow in winter obeyed the 
ordinary laws, and wind and frost were not less 
unkind than in summer". 

In I 874 the Rev. Coolidge and Miss Brevoort, 
guided by Christian Almer, completed the Weter
hornand true to tradition plantedasmallfir tree on 
the summit. In the first phase of development the 
role played by women was quite remarkable and is 
probably unparalleled in the history of moun
taineering. In 1876 we see Miss Stratton.making 
the first winter ascent of Mont Blanc and after
wards marrying her chief guide, Jean Charlet. Mrs 
Le Blond, also known as Mrs Burneby, was 
originally sent to the Alps by her doctor for health 
reasons and on arrival decided to take up 
climbing. She had soon made the first winter 
ascent of the Aiguille du Midi in twelve hours 
from Montenvers, a dramatic recovery. Apart 
from several other interesting excursions she 
decided to attempt Monte Rosa but found Vittorio 
Sella preparing for an attempt. She promptly 
invited herself to join his party but unfortunately 
they had bad weather and were forced to turn back 
at 13,500ft. She later wrote a book describing her 
exploits. The book invited a mixed reception at 
the Alpine Club where most writing was done on a 
somewhat academic basis, though several 
members regretted that the rules of the club 
forbade her from becoming a member. It was not 
until ninety years later with the amalgamation of 
the Alpine Club and the Ladies Alpine Club that 
women were finally admitted into the AC. 

Vittorio Sella and the Carrel brothers made a 
remarkable ascent of the Matterhorn, reaching 
the summit only fifteen hours after leaving Breu ii. 
They then descended the other side of the 



mountain just reaching the hut on ' the Homli 
ridge before nightfall. The contrast between 
winter and summer mountaineering is clearly 
seen in the subsequent forty five years during 
which only five winter ascents of the Matterhorn 
were recorded. 

In the Austrian and German Alps virtually 
nothing of note was achieved in this Victorian era, 
with the exception of the Grossglockner. It is 
important to remember that winter climbing was 
relatively more expensive than summer climbing 
because of the necessity for a relatively large party 
of guides and porters. This factor helps to explain 
an apparent lack of interest from some 
contemporary mountaineers. 

Post 1895 - The Advent of Ski 
Up to 1895 skis had not been used for moun

taineering but gradually they came to play an 
important role in the development of the Alps in 
winter. By this time, although six out of the nine 
four thousanders in the Oberland had already 
been climbed, only seven out of the twenty seven 
in the Valais had been ascended. With the use of 
skis the inaccessible peaks became more feasible 
and by 1926 the last of the four thousanders, the 
Meije, had been climbed in winter. It is interesting 
to note that the Meije was also the last four thou
sander to be climbed in summer. The first big ski 
traverse to be made was that ofthe Oberland led by 
Paulcke in January 1897. Then in 1898 Oscar 
Schuster and Heinrich Moser climbed Monte 
Rosa on skis. ' ' 

During the winter of 1897-1898 a friend sent 
Colonel Strutt a pair of Norwegian skis. "This 
being" wrote Strutt, "I believe only the second 
appearance of these weapons at St Mortitz, the 
first having been worn by Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle". The Engadine guides did not like them at 
the time. How rapidly times were to change. Strutt 
himself subsequently made over thirty 
expeditions to above 12,000ft in winter time, 
mainly in the Engadine. 

Although racquettes, a kind of snow shoe, had 
been in use for some time the first pair of skis did 
not appear in France until 1839 and skiing as a 
sport came from Norway much later. Fridjof 
Nansen made a 500km traverse of Greenland on 
skis in 1888. By 1896 the first ski club had been 
founded in France, in the Dauphine by Parisian 
Henry Duhamel. An English alpinist, Vivian 
Caulfields devised techniques suitable for steeper 
slopes in the Alps, as Norwegian techniques were 
found to be lacking in these fields. In 1903 the Ski 
Club ofGreatBritain was founded and in 1908 the 
Alpine Ski Club was formed. Sir Arnold Lunn 
developed ski competitions and gradually skiing 
splitinto two distinct forms; Alpine Skiing to make 
ascents of mountains and skiing purely for its own 
sake. Lunn however pointed out that essentially 
even skiing on the high peaks in winter was more 
of a pleasure rather than a top level moun
taineering feat. "The finest flights of moun
taineering are, I admit, essentially foot climbs. 
Even Marcel Kurz has never trav.ersed the Dru on 
ski or telemarked (oldfashioned skiing technique) 
down the Peuterey ridge of Mont Blanc. (the 
Peuterey ridge has of course now been skied down, 
an unthinkable exploit at that time). The interest in 
first ski ascents is so slight, the prestige attached to 
them so trivial, compared to the glory that may be 
won from forcing the nth new route up Mont 
Blanc or cairning some modest pinnacle which 
blushed unseen and unnamed until the dearth of 
new routes focussed ambitions on the most 
obscure of alpine crags." 

George Finch who in 1922 achieved the height 
record on Everest also held the height record for 
skiing at 22,000ft. Thus for a time skis played an 

Above: Bivouac on Croz Spur, Gran des Jorasses. Below: Second winter ascent North East Spur, Les 
Droites. Photos: Rouse. 



important and innovative role in mountaineering 
although by the 1920s their use had become 
mainly an end in itself. The real triumph and 
merits of skis came in their allowing more and 
more people to enter and admire the winter 
environment. Only in the last few years with the 
advent of extreme skiing has skiing come back 
into the field of creative mountaineering. 

In 1922 Boubier and Lozeron climbed the 
Grepon, a climb which some fifty years earlier 
Mummery had regarded as the hardest in the 
Alps. Nearly all the major peaks had been climbed 
and the scene was set for ascents of technically dif
ficult routes. 

1925 - 1955 Classic Winter Alpinism 
In 1928 Armand Chari et and Camille Devouas

soux made the Petit Dru-Grand Dru traverse in 
winter. Then in 1930 a party climbed the East Face 
of the Watzmann, which was soloed much later by 
Buhl. In 1938 Fritz Kasparek, of Eiger fame, 
climbed the north face of the Cima Grande in 
winter. This was a remarkably difficult summer 
climb to have been done in winter with relatively 
primitive gear. The South Ridge of the Noire, a 
classic rock climb, fell to Gobbi and Rey in 1949. 
The sunny aspect of the ridge and the long period 
of good weather preceeding their ascent com
bined to produce summer-like conditions on 
many parts of the route. Nevertheless the shady 
corners were full of powder snow and as always 
proves the case in winter the difficulties were 
greater than had been imagined from a cursory 
inspection. 

The finest wall in the Karwendel , the Lalider
wand, was climbed at the end of 1951 in 24 hours 
of climbing, with a total offifty four hours on the 
face. 

Lucien Devies in his "Les Alpinistes Celebres" 
written in 1955 comments, "The era of the 
conquerers draws to a close and makes way for 
that of the technicians. For how much longer will 
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men find in alpinism a means of self expression 
and fulfilment?" The enthusiasm for winter 
alpinism is undoubtedly an expression of the 
sentiments expressed by Devies. After 1955 the 
standards of winter alpinism reached and quickly 
surpassed the standards of summer climbing. 
There is no summer climb in thewholeoftheAlps 
which can begin to compare with the Grandes 
Jorasses in winter. 

Post 1955 Modern Winter Alpinism 
1957 sees the emergence of perhaps the greatest 

winter specialist, Rene Desmaison. Combining 
forces with Jean Couzy he climbed the West Face 
of the Dru when the route was still strictly for the 
elite, even in summer. They encountered great 
difficulties and rappeled back down the face after 
gaining the upper section oftheNorth Face, where 
the two routes join. Bonatti clearly saw where the 
future of alpinism lay and predicted the climbing 
of the great North Faces in the sixties. 

The Eigerwand fell in 1961 to four determined 
German climbers. They ·carefully thought out 
their plans and survived the six days of gruelling 
climbing intact. Next year it was the turn of the 
Matterhorn North Face, though this was clearly a 
technically much easier undertaking than the 
Eigerwand. Bonatti and Zapelli got the Walker, 
perhaps the hardest of the big three in winter, but 
only a few days ahead of Desmaison and Batkin 
who made a rapidand highlycompetentascent. In 
the same year a German team spent fifteen days on 
the controversial Saxonweg, a superdirect on the 
north face of the Cima Grande. Their liberal use of 
bolts brought criticism despite admiration for 
their remarkable feat of endurance. The concept 
of man imposing a line on a mountain, indepen
dently of the natural features which routes usually 
follow, was questioned despite the old drop of 
water business. 

In 1965 Bonatti completed a new line on the 
North Face of the Matterhorn after several 

attempts with friends. His climb was the first 
major solo to be completed in winter. It was the 
hundredth anniversary of the final ascent and the 
climb became a major national event for Italy. 

One last great problem loomed larger than all 
the others: a direct route on the North Face of the 
Eiger. As it was regarded as suicidally dangerous 
in summer because of stonefall people looked to 
the winter when all the stones would be well 
frozen in place. A German party and an Anglo
American party both became interested and 
decided to use a Himalayan style approach. The 
use of fixed ropes was a major departure from 
traditional alpine tactics yet the climbers were 
amongst the leading mountaineers of the era and 
thus tradition allowed them to decide their own 
ethics and create new precedents ifnecessary. The 
story of Harlin's death and the joining together of 
the two teams to complete the climb is well 
known. The climb was almost certainly the 
hardest in the Alps and the protagonists felt 
entirely justified in their siege tactics. Indeed 
Haston had hard words for the critics. The huge 
amount of publicity, at first welcomed, got out of 
hand as the public revelled in the gory details. 

In subsequent years the use of fixed ropes for 
gobbling up the last great problems became more 
widespread. Perhaps the pressures of competition 
for remaining routes were forcing people to adopt 
whatever tactic was going to enable them to 
complete the climb. I feel that this use of fixed 
ropes, particularly on climbs such as the north face 
of the Piz Badile, has interrupted the natural pro
gression of alpinism. It is generally agreed 
amongst serious climbers that anything is 
possible without fixed roped in the Alps. Instead 
of bringing Himalayan tactics to the Alps people 
are now thinking of taking winter alpine 
techniques, in the traditional style, to the 
Himalayas. 

In 1967 Demaison and Flematti climbed the 
Central Pillar of Freney in winter thus proving 



Left: The brittle ledges, start of the Traverse of the 
Gods, Eiger. Photo: McCartney. 
Right: MickGeddesc/imbing heavily glazed grade 5 
rock, Croz Spur. Photo: Rouse. 

once and for all that all summer climbs are feasible 
in winter. The length of time between a first ascent 
and the first winter ascent has changed consider
ably from the hundred years between the 
respective ascents of Mont Blanc. Indeed many 
first ascents are now made in winter. Gogna 
came out strongly against the idea of doing a first 
ascent in winter in his historical survey of the 
Jorasses in Mountain. He maintains that a climb 
should be done in summer first though I must 
admit that I fair to see any logic behind his 
proposal unless he is specifically referring to rock 
climbs where excessive aid might be used if the 
climb is made first in winter. Certainly the idea of 
making the first ascent of an objectively dangerous 
route such as the Dru Couloir in winter seems 
logical. Many of the remaining ice lines in the Alps 
fall in this category and I expect that a proportion 
of them will remain winter only routes. The 
narrow ice runnels that appear so attractive to the 
modern climbers are often dirty stonefall chutes in 
summer. 

In 1971 thenorthfacedirectoftheDroiteswas 
climbed with fixed ropes but many still regarded 
the problem as unsolved. Nomine and Marmier 
climbed theCroz Spuron theGrandesJorasses in 
classical style. Desmaison and Gouseaultarriveda 
day later for the Croz, finding the other party 
already established on the route. They decided to 
change their plans and instead went for a new 
route left of the Walker. The route went well 
initially but Gouseault weakened and eventually 
died just below the summit in bad weather. 
Desmaison was rescued after a delay of several days 
and the tragic story aroused a storm of controversy 
in France. Desmaison eventually returned two 
years later to complete the route. 

In thesameyeara Polish partymadean ascent of 
the Bonatti/Gobbi route on the Far East of the 
Grand Pili er d' Angle (also known to Englishmen 
as Eckpfeiler for some inexplicable reason). They 
were not well equipped and withoutthe helicopter 
intervention some of them would certainly have 
died. As it was they lost quite a selection offingers 
and toes. They climbed very well on this extremely 
difficult route but clearly they were climbing too 
close to their limits. Certainly with the availability 
of helicopters and rescue parties people are 
pushing themselves very close to their limits. 

An analysis of the 74 - 75 winter season in 
Chamonix will give some idea of current trends in 
winter alpinism. Forty four major routes were 
climbed in Chamonix of which twenty were the 
first winter ascents and two were absolute first 
ascents. At the same time fourteen major routes 
were climbed in the Dauphineall but one of which 
were first winter ascents. Ten of the major routes 
in Chamonix were climbed by British parties, 
probably a larger proportion than ever before. In 
particular Dave Robinson and James Bolton 
climbed in alpine style on the north face direct of 
the Droi tes. That winter was a particularly favour
able one weather wise and this winter (78-79) with 
its much worse weather has seen less than half the 
number of significant routes climbed. 

Yvon Ghirardini made a solo ascent of the 
Shroud on the Grandes Jorasses dropping his 
stove on the fourth day, completing the climb on 
the sixth day and then being unable to descend 
was rescued by helicopter. He came in for a lot of 
criticism but Jean Coudray, director ofE.N.S.A 
(Ecole National de Ski et d' Alpinisme) wrote the 
following. "The great error which Ghirardini has 
committed is that of challenging the near impos
sible without having a "name". The same scenario 

with a famous alpinist as actor would be covered 
with praise . . . but then what would have 
happened if Cassin, that young man who did not 
even know where the Grandes Jorasses was, had 
been stranded? Ghirardini has of course gone on 
to make a remarkable series of winter ascents and 
the criticism is forgotten. In one season he made 
winter soloes of the three great north faces. 

Conclusion: the future 
The conditions found on steep north faces tend 

to give much the best winter climbing and indeed 
some of the maj'or ice climbs may be little harder 
than in summer from the point of view of technical 
difficulty alone. One feature of winter climbing 
that produces nerve racking climbing is the black 
hard ice that often forms . The snow that falls in 
winter is lighter than that in summer and if cold 
enough it does not form flakes. This light snow 
tends not to stick on the steeper faces but rolls off 
and polishes the ice until it is sometimes as 
smooth as a mirror. Conditions are not however 
always as bad as one may think. Coolidge noted 
"We also found that the quantity of snow on the 
higher peaks was much less than at lower altitudes 
or in the valleys, being probably blown away soon 

after it falls". A shrewd observation. Because of 
the cold temperatures one rarely has problems 
with water and it is reasonable to spend a week or 
so climbing if one has enough warm gear. People 
often state that the weather is more stable in winter 
than summer. That is a fairly dubious proposition 
as anyone who has spent a whole winter in the alps 
will agree. Usually however one or two long 
periods of stable weather do occur each winter. 

The future of alpinism I see as going in two 
major directions; new free rock climbs in summer 
and difficult ice and mixed climbs in winter. 
Although most leading alpinists are taking a great 
interest in winter climbing the vast bulk of 
climbers still confine their attentions to the 
summer. Whether this situation will change is 
debateable as the great effort and commitment 
involved in winter climbing will always put many 
off. Most people still regard winter as a time for 
skiing and perhaps it is better that way as there are 
virtually no easy climbs in winter. 

Summary 
A briefhistory and a chronological list of winter 

ascents in the European Alps. The author is one of 
the leading British climbers in this field. A 
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ALPINE WINTER ASCENTS ... 
1832 

1853 

1862 

1866 

1867 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1879 

1880 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1887 

1888 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1894 

1896 

1903 

1907 

1911 

1922 

1926 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1938 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1953 

38 

Jan 12 

Jan 7 

Jan 15 
Jan 22 
Jan 24 

Jan 1 

Jan 31 

Jan 27 

Jan 
Feb 4 

Mar16&17 

Jan 

Jan 26 

Mar 22 

Mar 8 

Jan 11 
Jan 16 

Jan 21 

Jan 7 
Feb 24 

Jan 14 

Dec 

Jan 13 

Feb 16 

Mar 15 

Jan 16 

Jan 13 

Jan 20 

Mar 28 

Mar 16 

Feb 25 

Mar 16 
Mar 31 

Dec 6-8 

Feb 9-10 

Mar2D 

Mar 28, 29 

Feb 26, 27 

Mar 19,20 

Dec 21-23 

Mar23 
Feb 22, 24 

Professor Hugi 

Pfarrer Franz Francisci 

T.S. Kennedy 

A. W. Moore, Horace Walker & guides Almer, 
Bohren, Anderegg 

Moore with guides 

Miss Brevoort & Coolidge with Ch. Almer 
Miss Brevoort & Coolidge with Ch. Almer 
Professor Bischoff de Bale 

W. Baillie, Grohman & guides 

Miss Straton, J . Charlet, S. Couttet, M. Bal mat 

Coolidge, Ch. Almer 

Lenderfield & guides 
Watson &guides 

Vittorio Sella & Carrel brothers 

Mrs. Le Blond 

Sella & guides 

V., C., & A. Sella with guides 

Emile Boss, Ulrich Almer 

Mrs. Jackson, Boss & Almer 
Mrs. Jackson, Boss & Almer 
Sella & guides 

J. Seiler, A. Burcher, M von Stockalper 

Meade & Woodroffe 
Wainewright & W. H. Bulpett 

Gussfeldt 

Theodor Wundt 

Sydney Spencer & guides 

Mrs. Le Blond & guides 

G. Hasler, Ch. Jossi 

Piacenza, Pellissier, G. Carrel 

F. Roget, Marcel Kurz 

J. & C. Ravenel & J. G. Rutz de Lavi son 

A. Boubier & Lozeron 

D. Armand Delille & P. Dalloz 

A. Charlet & Camille Devouassoux 
P. Hardegg, M. Fischer, H. Hoerlin 

Erwin Schneider 

H. Hoerlin, E. Schneider 
H. Hoerlin, E. Schneider 

Beringer, Flatscher, Zankl 

Raymond Lambert, Miss E. Stagni, M. Gallay 

Fritz Kasparek, J. Brunhuber 

Gerecht, Husz, Meier 

T. Gobbi, H. Rey 

H. Buhl, Kuno Rainer 

Manfred Bachmann, Kurt Stoger 

Toni Gobbi, Arturo Ottoz 
Bonatti, Mauri 

Col de Strahl egg ( 10,994ft) 

Klein Glockner ( 1 2,349ft) 

Attempt on Matterhorn 

Finsteraarjoch ( 11,024ft) 

Breche de la Meije 
Col de la Lauze 

Wetterhorn 
Jungfrau 
Monch 

Gross Glockner 

Mont Blanc 

Schreck horn 

Konigspitze 
Piz Bernina 

Matterhorn (up Arete du Lion & down Horn Ii) 

Col du Tacul 
Aiguille du Midi 

Monte Rosa (Dufourspitze) 

Lyskamm (Spring ascent) 

Finsteraarhorn 

Gross Fiescherhorn 
Traverse of Jungfrau 
Mont Blanc (traverse from Courmayeur to 

Chamonix) 
Breithorn (Zermatt) 

Eiger 
Piz Palu 

Grandes Jorasses 

Many dolomite summits eg Cima Grande 

Dom 

Monte Disgrazia 

Aiguille Verte 

Dent d'Herens 

Dent Blanche 

Grande Charmoz 

Grepon traverse (spring ascent) 

Meije (after Delille soloed Ecrins) 

Petit Dru, Grand Dru traverse 
Les Droites 

Aiguille Noire 
Aiguille Blanche (Spring ascents) 

Watzmannm E. Face 

Aiguille du Diable Traverse 

N. Face Cima Grande 

Peuterey, Mont Blanc 

South Ridge, Noire 

Marmolada, S. W. Face 

Laliderwand 

Route Major 
N. Face Cima Ovest 



Some historically importantclimbs 
1957 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

Mar10- 14 

Mar 6-12 
Mar15 - 17 

Feb 3 -5 

Jan 11 -26 
Jan 25 -30 

Feb 28 - Mar 7 
Mar7 - 11 

Feb 19-22 

Feb 23 - Mar 25 

Feb 8 - 15 
Feb 1-6 

Dec 21 (67) 
-Jan 2 
Jan 17 -25 
Feb 29 

Dec 24 (1969) 
- Jan 25 
Jan 3 
Mar14- 18 
Dec 21 -22 

Dec 22 (1970) 
-Jan 4 
Feb 10- 1 3 
Feb 12- 1 3 
Mar 1-8 

Mar 16-22 
Mar 19-29 
Dec 21 -24 
Dec 22 -26 

Jan 9-11 
Jan 10-1 7 
Feb 6- 12 
Feb12-17 
Dec 28-31 

Jan 18-27 
Jan 25 -28 
Dec 22 -23 
Dec 28 -29 

Jan 2-5 
Feb 7-10 
Feb 19-23 
Feb 22-28 
Feb 24-27 

Jan 8-11 
Jan 9 - 13 
Jan 1 2- 1 5 
Feb25-Mar5 
Dec 23-26 
Dec 24-29 

Feb 29 - Mar 13 
Mar 13- 1 6 

Jan7 -9 

Mar5-11 

J. Couzy, R. Desmaison, Payot, Audibert, Puiseux 

Almberger, Kinshofer, Mannhardt, Hiebeler 
R. Guillaume, A. Vieille 

Von Almen, Etter, Bittner, Krauschke, Krempke, 
Schlommer, Siegert 

Kauschke, Siegert, Uhnert 
Bonatti , Zapel Ii (repeated by Desmaison & Batkin a 

few days later) 
Hiebeler, Piussi, Redaelli 
Gryczynski, Michalski, Stryczinski, Warteresiewicz 

Bonatti (solo) 

Haston, Hupfauer, Lehne, Strobel, Votteler 

M. Feuillarade, C. Jager, J.P. Paris, Y. Seigneur 
R. Desmaison, R. Flematti 

Armando, Calcagno, Gogna, Bournissen, 
Darbellay, Troillet 
Desmaison, Flematti 
Bournissen (solo) 

Von Almen, Dorfliger, Jungen, Muller, Trachsel 

Kanel, Hans-jorg Muller 
Rusconi brothers 
Etter, Gantenbein, A. & M. E. Scherrer 

Berger, H. &J. Muller 

Nomine, Marmier 
Berger, M. Hars, Muller 
Dvorak, Kurczab, Mroz, Pietrowski 

Rusconi brothers, Crimella, Tessari, Villa 
Kanda, Kato, Miyazaki, Nakano, Saito 
Allenbach, H. J . Muller 
Feuillerade, Seigneur, Audoubert, Galy 
Squinabal brothers. 

Kallen , Steiger 
Desmaison, Bertone, Claret 
Marmier, Exiga 
G. Rusconi, Grimella, Fabrica, Tessari 
Cecchinel, C. Jager 

Seigneur, Audoubert, Galy, Feuillarade 
Gross, Oberson 
Gonhahl, Holdener, Hornberger, Kasper 
Normand, Parmentier, Maire, Messilier 

Robinson, Bolton 
Flematti, Berruex 
Beghin, Caubert, Challeat, Guillet 
Ghirardini (solo) 
Bertone, Casson 

Cecchinel, Stolzenberg 
Grohens, Marmier, Sequier 
Audoubert, Galy, Leroy, Ricouard 
Malinowski, Piekutowski, Wach, Wolf 
Renshaw, Wilkinson 
Beghin, Fargeas 

Large Czech party 
Hasegawa (solo) 

Ghirardini (solo) 

Hasegawa (solo) 

Hasegawa (solo) 

N. Face Olan 

N. Face Eiger 
Bonatti Pillar, Dru 

N. Face Matterhorn 

Direct N. Face Cima Grande 
Walker, Jorasses 

N. W . Face Ci vetta 
N. E. Spur Droi tes 

N. Face Matterhorn direct 

Harlin Route, Eiger (fixed ropes) 

N. Face direct Dru 
Central Pillar Freney 

N. E. Face Badile 
(fixed ropes) 
Shroud, Jorasses 
N. Face Dent Blanche 

N. Face Eiger (Japanese route) (fixed ropes) 

N. Face Grosshorn 
E.N.E. Rib, Badile (fixed ropes) 
N. E. Face Finsteraarhorn 

N. Face Droites (fixed ropes) 

Croz Spur, Jorasses 
N. Face Gletscherhorn 
E. Face Grand Pilierd'Angle 

New route on Civetta 
Central Couloir, Jorasses (fixed ropes) 
Gspaltenhorn 
Peuterey lntegrale 

N. Face Breithorn (Lauterbrunnen) 
New route left of Walker Spur 
N. Face Direct Meije 
Phillip Flamm, Civetta 
Dru Couloir 

N. Face Direct Whymper, Jorasses (fixed ropes) 
N. Face Matterhorn (Gogna route) (fixed ropes) 
Nomine route, Grand Pilier d'Angle 
N. Face Pelvoux 

N. Face Droites 
S. Face Fou 
N. W . Face Ail efroid 
Shroud (Jorasses) 
N. Face Marguerite, Jorasses 

N. E. Face Grand Dru 
Olan, Couzy Desmaison route. (fixed routes) 
N. Face Pie Sans Norn (Ecrins) 
W . Face Dru (Robbins, Harlin) 
N. W . Face direct, Monch 
Pt . Whymper, Jorasses (Bonatti) 

Traverse Col de Voza to Col des Hirondelles 
N. Face Matterhorn 

Croz Spur, Jorasses (he also made solo 
· ascents of Eiger and Matterhorn N. faces) 

N. Face Eiger 

Walker Spur 
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YUKON SUMMER 
RAY JOITERAND writes about the 1st ascent of the South-south-west Buttress, Mount 
Logan. · 

The odds were definitely against us; four 
expeditions had attempted the route and failed. 
The first group simplyfkw over the route and gave 
up. The second group landed and promptly took 
off again. The third group, the first of the Calgary 
attacks, landed in the basin with 45 days of food, 
climbed up to 13,000ft in two weeks but were 
defeated by the conditions, difficulties and 
morale. The fourth attempt, a Calgary group 
which included John l.auchlan and Jim Elzinga 
(both were on this year's team), climbed 500ft 
higher but had to be rescued by helicopter 
following an accident where Jim received the full 
force of John's fall, rocks and all. 

Our expedition initially seemed destined to 
failure. Of the original team members who had 
teamed up, only 'John remained. Al Burgess and 
myself had replaced two in February only to 
witness the fourth member, Mike Sawyer, 
contract pneumonia one week before depart
ure. Frantic phone calls were made across the 
country, the expedition was called off, and then, 
when all seemed lost, Jim Elzingajoined forces 48 
hours before departure. 

Once there, things were hardly better. We were 
told Mt. Logan had been at the epicentre of a 
rather strong earthquake, and that our route 
probably was beyond recognition. The day 
following our arrival, the only helicopter in the 
area crashed. 

But mostworrysomewas Al' s hitherto unheard 
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of vow not to indulge in any golden beverages till 
we did the climb, and the fact that he held his 
promise, in spite of constant provocations. 
Frankly, we had never met a Brit who refu sed an 
offer to drink! 

Twelve days after our arrival at Kluane, when 
morale was sinking faster than the stout flowing 
down our throats, and when we had almost 
forgotten why we were there in the first place, the 
weather cleared, a new helicopter and pilot 
appeared, and we flew off into the clouds on June 
16th. The pilot had no clue where we were going 
(not that he cared), and kept his worried eyes fixed 
on the fuel gauge, while we kept reassuring him 
thatthe40 mph head winds could bea lot stronger, 
that the clouds were definitely lifting and that he 
had ample gas, at least to make it there. Somehow 
we found the S. W. buttress. The pilot landed us, 
ferried our friends who had been flown in by 
plane, wished us luck and fled. 

As it turned out, we needed it. We had hardly 
finished setting up BaseCampabout9,000ft at the 
foot of Mt. Teddy when a minor slough came 
down close enough to warrant immediate 
evacuation and relocation. 

Al finished reading "King Rat", we dismantled 
camp, loaded our601bs of gear which included 12 
days of food and set off Alpine Style during the 
midnight dusk up the initial 2500ft couloir to 
Camp I. 

We stopped a few pitches from the top of the 

gully to set up the tents. After 3 hours of hacking 
away at the ice, our efforts were rewarded; John 
un-iced a 13oz bottle of Rum left behind by some 
desperate member in 78. Al was delighted, 
immediately forgot his promise and indulged 
rather heavily. That night, no avalanches were 
heard. 

Hard work up the ice-choked Renshaw 
Chimney saw us on a steep ridge leading up the 
main buttress. Steep, loose Peruvian type snow
mushrooms made progress slow and the climbing 
delicate but exhausting. In a typical sequence, the 
first man would climb the pitch withoutapack and 
fix the rope. The second and third wouldjumarup 
with their packs and alternately rap down to 
retrieve the leader's pack. The fourth member 
cleaned the pitch and brought up the ropes. 

Camp II was perched on top of a knife-edged 
ridge which we flattened out and built up the sides 
to form a suitable platform. Life inside the tent was 
a delicate balancing act; trying to cookourfreezer
dried delectables and stretch our legs at the same 
time without pushing the whole camp off into 
space. 

The climbing resumed the rhythm of the 
previous day. One pitch of bottomless snow and 
rotten mushrooms followed another. The 
exposure began to take serious proportions, the 
commitment increased, cruddy snow grew worse 
as did the gathering storm. Excitement was not 
lacking. John led up through a steep band of seracs 
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Opposite: Jim Elzingafeeling the effects of the blasting wind and cold. Left: Alan Burgess leading up the Renshaw Chimney above Camp 1 in an admirableway. 
Right: John Lauchlan and Alan Burgess pushing the route through a dijficult and dangerous rock step above Camp 3. This was the site of last year's accident. 
Below: 14, 000ft, ajier the Rock Step. Ferrying packs across a vertical traverse of bottomless snow. in the background the Seward Glacier and Mt. Cook. All 
photos: Ray Jotterand. 
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Above: John Lauch/an leading at the slart of the 
rock band above 16,000ft. 
Below: Camp 5 in the ice cave. 

to an airy stance 4000ft above the Seward glacier. 
Aspooky step out and over, and we stumbled onto 
the first and only flat site on the entire face. 

Camp III had the makings of an ' Italian flea 
market; sleeping bags, socks, boots and extra 
clothing strewn across the snow with 4 bodies 
roasting away in the blissful heat of the sun. It was 
the last time Logan treated us so kindly. 

Another storm moved in, dumping more snow 
than we cared to have. Al and myself went outthat 
day to force a way through the stuff, but succeeded 
in little more than getting piss-wet through. When 
we left our flea market site the next day, we all 
sensed a growing feeling of commitment. The 
frequency and severity of storms was becoming 
the major factor in the outcome of the game. 

John took off from where Al and myself had 
fixed the previous day, up a steep and loose band 
of rocks (the site of last year's accident). He 
worked his way up 15ft of 5.8, 5.9 moves and 
slipped: Al, who held him from a snow picket was 
not amused; "It was the first fall I've had to hold in 
fifteen years, and that was rather alarming; 
especially since I was tied to a one-tie stake. So I 
reprimanded him and told him "Don't do that 
again". John went back at it and after an hour of 
hard work completed a very bold lead. From here 
on it was a completely new game. 

Al disappeared round a corner, and while we 
froze for two hours, he trenched his way across a 
vertical, bottomless snow traverse with 2000ft of 
clouds and spindrift below him. We ferried the 
packs across realizing that from hereon it was only 
up. 

Camp IV was set at the bottom of the snow-field 
at 14,000ft. That night yet another storm dumped 
more snow. We pushed on upwards in spite of the 
high winds and dangerous wind-slab conditions. 
Progress was slow, the mountain was showing its 
fangs, the altitude was noticeable. Halfway up the 
snow-field Jim discovered a hole leading into an 
impressively spooky ice-cave. We weighed out the 
risk of the ceiling caving in to the prospects of 
spending the night in the spindrift and opted for 
the "risky comfort''. Our cavern turned out to be a 
refrigerated hill. We were not sad to leave it. 

From bad we went to worse. 
Camp VI was the shits of a camp. Perched on a 

60 degree slope of ice below the final rock band, 
our camp was poorly anchored and subject to the 
gales of the next storm which blew with a force that 
scared the hell out of us. Al described the 
situation: "It was snowing heavily and snow was 
building up between the face and the tent. We had 
been going out alternately to dig the snow away so 
that it wouldn't crush the tent, and it was Ray's 
tum. It was about midnight and as dark as it ever 
gets up there with it snowing and blowing. I sat up 
in my sleeping bag and was saying to Ray "OK, 
maybe just get the snow from the back of the tent 
and suddenly this WHOOMP! this thing landed 
on my back. The snow came down from one side 
and sort of hit me on the shoulder and suddenly I 
felt myself being pushed towards the edge of the 
ledge. I thought that Ray had gone for the big ride 
but as it turned out he had tied himselfin to a rope 
and was stopped lower down. I remember 
screaming "Dig, get digging" and Ray was digging 
like crazy wondering ifl was suffocating." 

By that time, Jim and John came out into the 
blizzard to help out (their tent had been spared). 
With Al holding the tent up from inside, John 
splicing the broken poles, Jim and I mending the 
tent and clearing the platform, slowly the mess 
reassumed the characteristics of a camp. Al 



shovelled the snow out of the tent and we retired 
two hours later, unable to decide if there was more 
snow inside or outside the tent. The rest of the 
night was spent braced against the wall waiting for 
the next 'Whoomp' to hit. 

A council of war was held that morning. The 
weather was hardly better, the food reserves were 
dwindling and morale was low. We had no choice 
but to attack the rock band - the crux of the route. 
Jim set off up and across a rotten avalanche slope 
to the rock, breaking trail with amazing power; 
turning his mind off to the numerous cracks 
running across the slope. 

The cold was intense, the weather turbulent, 
the rock plastered, smooth and forbidding. We 
climbed up some pitches of5.7, slabs and cracks 
into a gully system, with one man leading and the 
three others slipping and thrashing around on 
frozenjumars. By midnight the temperature sank 
to unbearable levels. We decided to bivi. A tiny 
ledge was chopped out of the ice and we huddled 
into our frozen pits. By 3 a.m. the bivouac also 
became unbearable. We pressed on up a gully 
system leading through the rock band. The 
climbing became easier, mixed rock and ice 
terrain. Our bodies warmed up, morale 
improved, and Al's crampons snapped. Two 

frozen ropes were ceremoniously thrown back 
down the face, a piton was·banged in at the top of 
the rock band, it was 24 hours after leaving Camp 
VI. 

I felt totally knackered but relieved. A crevasse 
off the ridge provided the framework for our 
makeshift camp. That evening, the freeze-dried 
chilli tasted more like Chateaubriand 
Perigordine. 

Summit day came rather unexpected. Rather 
than battle the high winds along the ridge, we 
waded through knee-deep snow up a cirque 
towards the summit plateau. On the plateau, with 
5 hours to go for the summit, Jim and John 
decided to go their own way. Nobody knew where 
the summit was, and there was disagreement as to 
how much we were willing to stick our necks out. 
We bade each other luck, and Al and myself 
headed up the cirque towards a high col while Jim 
and John went across the plateau, in effect circling 
the summit 

We arrived at the col only to recognise the 
summit close by. Morale shot up, we indulged 
heavily in tea, sugar and erg and set off without 
packs or ropes towards the summit Fifteen days 
after setting off from base-camp 11,000ft lower, 
we reached the summit, on June 30th at I 1.00 

p.m. just as the sun cast its last fire-red rays of 
warmth across an incredible expanse of rock, 
snow and ice. A few photos, embraces, a summit 
dance, a few shouts of encouragement to our 
friends camped 1,000ft below the summit, and we 
rushed down the north side of the mountain to a 
high camp belonging to the Artie Institute of 
North America. 

36 hours later, John and Jim arrived from the 
summit, visibly worn from their detour. We 
picked up our skis and raced off into a blizzard 
down the Trench route. Near frostbite, 150 mph 
winds, 13 hours of hanging on to a ripping tent, 
talks of what size steaks we would eat back in 
town, a miraculous clearing when things were 
becoming desperate, an epic ski down and next 
thing we knew we were back at Calgary Airport 
fighting back thirty or so reporters who had been 
assembled by a "self-appointed" expedition 
spokesman: we were definitely back in 
civilisation. 

Summary 
An account of the ascent of the SSWbuttress on 

Mount Logan, a much sought after and tried 

rou~ • 

The South-south-west Buttress, Mount Logan (19, 500ft). Camps are marked. The initial gully is 2,500ft in length. Camp 3 is at 13,500ft, Camp 6 at 
16,000ft. The upper rock band is between Camps 6 and 7. Theflnal part of the ridge is hiddenfrom view. The Hummingbird ridge is off photo to the 
right. Photo: Ufs Kallen 
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THE GREAT CRE\'JISSI 
By Pat Ament 

And now a few utterances, cogitations, little 
tilted outcroppings from my own temperamental 
nature, in answer to the distinguished mount
aineer who in his lumbering majesty, chattering 
ofteeth,and shiveringgoose-flesh wiggles a pair of 
black toes in condescension to the rock climber. I 
am that native American individuality and 
western character who plays on rock only in 
preferably warm temperatures with warm souls. 
And for so long I have left the mountaineer alone, 
to go about his business, on the off chance that he 
might someday recognize that primal interior 
something in me that makes me the way I am. Yet, 
in the mountaineer's harsh abysms there remains 
a coagulated concerted Siberian biting Arctic 
unforgiveness of the rock climber's gymnastic 
specialization. Thus, as the two ofus cross trails, 
we come to an impasse. So at last, with unsettled 
conviction, I compromise and decide to try 
mountaineering for the first time, justifying such 
action in view of a general gravitation of other rock 
climbing friends toward that uncertain cold 
consciousness. 

After borrowing a lot of equipment - boots, 
parkas, crampons, ice-axes - I and an indulgent 
friend set out on a chilly afternoon, intending to 
slop up a snowy talus hill, find a bivouac cave high 
intherockyforest, and the next morning tackle a 
thirteen hundred-foot low-angle flatiron that we 
hope by mornirrg will present alpine conditions 
since an overnight storm is the forecast. Here is 
what we learn. 

First, I lace my boots tight, instinctively as with 
rock shoes, and after a short while there's no 
circulation in my feet. So I lace them comfortably, 
and snow gets in the gaps around the ankles and 
soaks through my socks. I have to resort to gators 
which cut off the flow of blood through my legs. 
Soon enough, feeling altogether leaves my feet, 
and I'm fine. Although our lower extremities are 
in a deep freeze, we aren't cognizant of it and 
assume that water must be a good insulator. 

Quickly the water bottles freeze. We end up 
eating snow. A serious hazard of eating snow is 
finding some which my companion refers to as 
yellow snow, usually discovered within a twenty 
or thirty-foot radius of camp. 

Powdering one's nose, so to speak, in a mount
aineering situation, involves stripping away 
multi-layers of clothing. After just finishing 
putting all of these clothes on, I have to go. Where 
did I readabouttheHimalayan climberunzipping 
all of those layers, going, and suddenly finding 
he's forgotten one zipper and has gone in his 
pants? You find yourselfleaning back, holding to a 
tree limb or bracing with an arm outstretched 
behind on a rock and hand freezing in snow. You 
hope the limb doesn 't snap off. 

Gloves create an obvious conflict. When 
they're on, you can't feel the holds. When they're 
off, your fingers freeze. Sometimes a glove freezes 
to a hold and you can't make the next move. I see 

Photo: Doug Scott. 

myself falling and leaving two gloves blowing 
there. 

Imagine a bivouac cave under a huge flat rock 
with about three feet of vertical clearance. We keep 
waking up out of dreams and bumping our heads 
so have to sleep with our hard hats on. 

Mountaineering makes a fool out of you, 
standing there in the morning in your crampons 
and ice gear with no sign ofa storm or any ice. I've 
heard of turning back because of bad weather, but 
how about because it is too good? Ill-witted 
become even the proud and portly. I recall a photo 
of Royal Robbins trying his hand at a little 
mountaineering in the Canadian Rockies. It 
seemed silly, that white hat of his which always 
gave him a certain characteristic look on rock. In 
the refrigerator weather, the hat was pulled down 
around his ears. It looked like a baby bonnet. A 
baby with glasses and beard. I recall a photo of 
Chris Bonington after some epic in the 
Himalayas. Normally so large and stately, he 
looked as though altitude had poisoned his 
pituitaries. And what about the quarrelling 
mockery expeditions make of mountaineering 
comradeship . . . ? Whereas the only success 
encountered by my friend and me is the cosmic 
chuckle of our artless endeavours. 

I pull out a couple of books on ice climbing. 
Chouinard talks about the French Technique. My 
mouth waters. The Italian Technique must be to 
pinch your partner on the bottom. In Jeff Lowe's 
book, I contemplate the lascivious connotation of 
"extruded from the tube as the screw is being 
placed to slide unobstructed ... "and" ... front
pointing with the axe in the pioletancre position." 
Jeff talks of Cauliflower Ice? I've heard of cauli
flower Ice? I've heard of cauliflower ears like those 
Royal had wearing the white hat. 

Most climbers will recall Chuck Pratt's article 
on desert climbing, The View from Deadhorse 
Point, wherein Pratt had no qualms aboutleaving 
the four corners area and returning to California at 
the first sign of snow. Tom Higgins once described 
Pratt as having only seen ice because it came in 
cokes. 

Technical rock equipment is worthless in 
mountaineering. You'll know what I mean when 
you put a carabiner in your mouth and it freezes to 
your lips, or when your Jumars slide down·an icy 
rope. As for ice gear, imagine falling while 
carrying a lot of screws. Death by puncture 
wounds. You have to put the screws to ice 
climbing before it puts the screw to you. I suppose 
the equivalent of the bolt gun in rock climbing is 
the portable blow torch in ice climbing. My huge 
pack is, like my muscles, about to burst at the 
seams. A pair of crampons won't stay where 
they're supposed to and ride toward the small of 
the back. I tie the crampons to the bottom of the 
pack, forget about them, and then sit down on 
them. Ashoulderstrap keeps falling off, no matter 
whether I lengthen or shorten it, while the other 
shoulder takes most of the weight. I may need 
rolfing when it's over. Especially ballet-like is how 
I glance upward at the proposed route and the pack 
causes me to fall backwards head first into the 

snow. Then it forces me into a rock surface, and 
my feet rotate off the holds. I try to use the ice-axe 
as a pick on mixed rock and snow, but it's 
repeatedly bounding off hard rock concealed by a 
covering of snow. I throw the axe upward to a 
ledge to get it out of the way, but the ledge is 
sloping, and the axe returns onto my head. Along 
easy terrain, I use theaxeas a walking stick, but it's 
too short and causes me to droop like an ape. If I 
had brought a long axe, it would go into the snow 
deeper and keep getting stuck until I would leave 
it Cutting steps in the ice, chips fly into my eyes 
and down my throat. I try cutting a step in thin ice, 
and the entire sheet goes, with meon it. I've heard 
of ice being referred to in geology as a 
metamorphic rock. It's not my style to cut holds in 
the rock. 

An item we have brought is the compact 
climber's stove. Ours is one which spits gas all 
over you as you're attempting to light it. It comes 
with butane bottle that must be bought after each 
use, and the bottle must be propped at a tilt so that 
the fuel can roll into the burning mechanism. An 
open can of Campbell's soup ends up in my 
sleeping bag. 

It's not beneath me to suggest that moun
taineering is all backwards. Instead of a light 
sensation it is a loaded-down feeling. In place of 
developing your physical being, you become a 
dipsomaniac in your endless efforts to be warm. 
Instead of being with and enjoying a friend, the 
stress of a mountaineering route bears probably 
more upon the cornice overhead. In lieu of the 
taste of wild rasberries it is the taste of streaming 
snot - long hot icicles of green. Rather than deep 
adrenalin breaths it is aerial suffocation, breath
less. Oxygen masks seem better suited for 
hospitals. Where there is a choice to be in the 
warmth of a fine day on solid footing, the mount
aineer besieges some hunk of ice or murky 
hovering gloom, preferring to drub a snow slope, 
to be lifted by heroism, clogged windpipe, sling 
and other choke collars, confronting the unwieldy 
drudgery of bitter tempests, standing, marching, 
huffing, grunting like a primate, getting lost, 
circling back and finding happily someone's 
tracks which he does not suspect lead over some 
blizzard edge or are his own. A sleety icicle blue 
face swelling with frostbitten divination, a 
Rembrandt of stern boldness, body wide-eyed ina 
fissure, stuck, jabbering, deliberate smacks of 
suffering in the most fickle environs ofinstability 
and weather. And on top of all, rockfall to which 
there is no surrender on ice where the sun is an 
enemy. In big expeditions, there is the book 
promised to the publisher, if you return, or the 
royalty advance which has helped finance your 
demise, slide lectures, tickets for which are being 
sold, clothes from mountaineering stores which 
must be worn, the summit shot which could be 
taken anywhere along the ridge several miles 
below the actual summit Who cares, when the 
bills have to be paid? Mountaineering, indeed, a 
crevasse into which I do not wish to fall. 
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Gary Ke1111ard takes a look at some aspects of climbing, 



Could you keep the mountain still while I make this move? 
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I don't care if the glory of God's eternal truth did burst in your soul - it wasn't VS! 
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PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

I. A. Richards, 

Faith, Hope, Charity, and 
Crisp Erudition 
Professor I. A. Richards died 
recently at the age of 86. Many 
were the respectful homages paid 
to his 'myriad mindedness', his 
'maverick scholarship', his 'out
standing contribution to the 
English language.' Less was said 
- but wil I appear later when the 
alpine annuals blossom - of his 
mountaineering career which 
spanned nearly three-quarters of 
a century and encompassed much 
of the globe. He had visited the 
Alps as a boy and by the time he 
went to Cambridge in 1911 his 
ambition was to be a mountaineer
ing guide and live in the Hebrides. 
The reality was rather different. 
He was a brilliant history scholar 
but abandoned the subject after 
declaring that he didn't think 
history ought to have happened. 
Toying, then, with the idea of be
coming a phsycho -analyst he 
wrote, with C. K. Ogden, The 
Meaning of Meaning, but went on 
to become the Father of modern 
literary criticism, a distinguished 
teacher first at Cambridge and, 
later, Harvard. It was said that he 
encouraged his students, like the 
rock climber, to concentrate the 
maximum of attention, of poise 
and tensed perception ; to get a 
purchase on the great poets and 
thinkers, to stretch beyond 
themselves, beyond their seeming 
limits (George Steiner). 
Dorothy Pilley records in her book 
Climbirlg Days how she first 
became aware of I. A. R. (as he 
continues to be referred to - even 
after their marriage) on the North 

Eric Roberts 

Wales climbing scene after the 
First War. (He had in fact been on 
the first ascents of Faith, Hope 
and Charity on the ldwal Slabs in 
1915- 16). Richards and Pilley 
climbed the original route on 
Holly Tree Wall in 1918 with C. F. 
Holland, and together put up 
Other Kingdom in 1922. Every 
summer throughout the twenties 
and thirties they would climb in 
Sikkim, Burma, China or Korea -
and in the Alps. Indefatigable 
they were, and still climbing in 
the seventies (Andes 1 970, 
Alaska and Yukon 1971 ). I. A. R. 
paid tribute to their spirited and 
enduring partnership in his poem 
'Hope - to D. E. P. in hospital for a 
broken hip': 

Night, welling up so soon , 
Near sank us in soft snow. 
At the stiff-frozen dawn, 
When time had ceased to flow, 
- the glacier ledge our unmade· 

bed -
I hear you through your yawn : 
"Leaping crevasses in the dark, 
That's how to live!" you said . 
No room in that to hedge: 
A razor's edge of a remark. 

A Fresh Look at 
Welzenbach 
The day before leaving to join the 
American Annapurna I 
Expedition, Eric Roberts delivered 
the manuscript for his book 
Welzenbach 's Climbs to his 
publishers. He had devoted five 
years to assembling material for 
this book but sadly will not see it 
into print. He died with two 
American companions under an 
avalanche on Annapurna . 

Willo Welzenbach, a shadowy 
giant who has passed into 
climbing legend, was one of the 
most prolific and popular German 
climbers between the wars. Aged 
33, he was one of the victims of 
the protracted tragedy on Nanga 
Parbat in 1934. A book on his 
climbs was brought out hastily in 
Germany soon afterwards, but 
strangely, for a pioneer with so 
enduring a reputation, particularly 
on ice, no fuller retrospective 
study seems to have followed 
until Eric Roberts took on the 
task. Roberts scoured German 
journals for contemporary 
accounts of Welzenbach ' s climbs, 
as well as interviewing surviving 
colleagues and relatives. Some 
hitherto unpublished logbooks 
and photographs were traced . 
The idea of a German attempt on 
Nanga Parbat came in fact from 
Welzenbach himself in the early 
nineteen-thirties. Like Mummery, 
35 years before, he favoured an 
approach from the West, but 
when he failed to get leave to lead 
the 1 932 expedition and handed 
over the reins to Willy Merkl, the 
attack was switched to the 
Northern (Rakhiot) Face. In 1934, 
again with Merkl as leader, 5 
climbers and 11 sherpas were 
high on the mountain when the 
fateful blizzard struck; Wieland, 
Welzenbach, Merkl and 6 
Sherpas perished. Roberts' book 
promises a fresh look at the 
tragedy, and letters written home 
by Welzenbach from Nanga 
reveal that had his assessment 
and strategy been followed, final 
disaster may well have been 
averted. 

The Scandal .That Never 
Was 
Alan Blackshaw had a trying time 
recently when he suddenly found 
himself at the centre of a political 
storm over North Sea Oil Grants 
made by the Offshore Supplies 
Office in Glasgow of which he 
was a former Director General. 
Questions raised about 
procedural technicalities in 
allocating interest-relief grants to 
British developers coincided with 
news of Blackshaw's resignation 
from the Civil Service in August, 
after a distinguished career, to 
devote more time to his mountain 
writing . . . a freak coincidence 
which gave the media the false 
impression of some scandal. 
Blackshaw remarked afterwards 
that it was like being caught in an 
avalanche and more hazardous 
than most situations met with on 
a mountain. He had in fact no 
connection with the Parliament
ary investigation, having trans
ferred from the Offshore Supplies
Office in Glasgow to head the 
Coal Division in London a year 
before. 
A personal letter of apology for 
the confusion was sent to Black
shaw by the Permanent Under 
Secretary at the Department of 
Energy, and Mr. Howell, Secretary 
of State for Energy, made a 
statement in the House re
emphasising that Blackshaw had 
left the Depi!rtment for personal 
reasons, with an unblemished 
reputation and a record of 
excellent service. 

Deeds of Derring-Didn't 
Writing a 'novella' for Ascent 
( 1 980) gave Dave Roberts the 
idea for a factual book on 
expedition hoaxes. His story was 
about a guy who fakes a major 
Alaskan climb and then has to live 
with the controversy once he has 
been rumbled. It was inspired 
partly by the Maestri Cerro Torre 
enigma and partly by the claims 
of Frederick Cook to have climbed 
McKinley in 1906 and to have 
reached the North Pole in 1908. 
Researching into what motives 
could possibly lead someone into 
perpetrating a climbing hoax, and 
then into how he would cope with 
the doubters afterwards, Roberts 
realised that there were far more, 
and far more interesting, cases of 
faked exploratory deeds than he 
had supposed. He was hooked on 
the subject ; a publisher was 
interested; and the finished book 
should appear in 1981. Other 
bogus explorers documented will 
include Father Louis Hennepin, 
who tried to steal the descent of 
the Mississippi from La Salle and 
the mountain man Sam Adam, 
whose jealousy of John Wesley 
Powell led him to invent a just
earlier descent of the Colorado 
River; a close look will be taken, 
too, at Peary and Byrd, as well as a 
fascinating 'counter-example' in 
James 'Abyssinian' Bruce who 
did in fact penetrate Ethiopia to 
the source of the Blue Nile in 
1770 but died amidst universal 
ridicule as a supposed fake . 
Roberts, a native of Colorado, is a 
professor of English at 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. He 
has taken part in 12 Alaskan and 
Yukon expeditions, including the 
ascent of Wickersham Wall on 
McKinley, West Face of 
Huntington in 1965 (related in his 
book Mountain of My Fear). 
Deborah East Face (his second 
book Deborah, A Wilderness 
Narrative) and the Southeast Face 
of Mt. Dickey in 1974. 
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Leo and the Lion 
Diving Over The Desert, the latest 
in a long line of expedition films 
by Leo Dickinson, was shown in 
Welsh on HTV on January 1st and 
will be networked throughout the 
country (in English narrated by 
Ian McNaught Davis) around 
Easter; it will also be shown at the 
Trento Film Festival. Unlike earlier 
films, the new picture, taken in 
the Sudan, gets right away from 
the mountain context (apart from 
the occasional Saharan Jebel). It 
promises to be a visual feast 
showing hot air balloons 
languidly drifting between . 
ancient pyramids along the Nile 
and across game parks, and its 
most remarkable sequence is one 
in which parachutist Dave 
Howerski leaps from the balloon, 
which then descends very rapidly 
and faster than the parachute, 
and picks him up again some few 
thousand feet nearer the ground. 
This, it appears, is the first time a 
parachutist has landed bac_k in 
the same 'aircraft' from which he 
has just jumped. The adventure 
was filmed by Leo harnessed to a 
rope ladder dangling beneath the 
balloon basket. Leo, himself, is 
now fully 'into' parachuting; 
Crags magazine has been running 
a series of Leo-parachuting 
adventures and there are enough 
of these to keep them supplied for 
several years yet - and some to 
spare. On one descent during this 
Sudan trip, just as evening was 
approaching, the airborne Leo 
startled a native poacher who 
hurled a spear at him before 
fleeing into the elephant grass. 
Lost and benighted, Leo had to 
take· refuge up a tall tree whilst a 
lion sniffed his parachute. Help 
came in the morning. 

People Quickies 
Joining the elite ranks of journal 
editors is South-west climber 
Nigel Gifford whose International 
Mountain Year book will appear 
early in the New Year, reviewing 
the activities and equipment 
developments of 1979; to be 
closely followed by a monthly 
newspaper Mountain World. 
Since leaving the Army in 1976, 
Gifford has freelanced as 
'Mountain Assignments' 
specialising in equipment design 
and testing, marketing, 
photography, guiding and . 
lecturing. His particular forte Is 
expedition feeding, having spent 
many years as an Army Catering 
Advisor, writing ration programs 
for survival training and 
expeditions (including Army 
Everest 1976). 

In London recently Annapurna
man Maurice Herzog collecting 
material for a 10-part French 
television series on the conquest 
of the Himalayas. Businessman, 
sometime Minister, sometime 
Mayor of Chamonix, it is surpri
singly 30 years since Herzog_ and 
Lachenal reached the summit of 
the first eight-thousander. There 
followed what must surely be one 
of the worst-ever retreats from a 
mountain; they both suffered 
severely from frostbite, Herzog in 
fact underwent hospital treatment 
for the next three years and was 
left without fingers or toes. 
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SPOGA1979 
Trade Show Review 
By Dave Durkan 

The aircraft banks over the 
murky-brown river Rhine, expo
sing unclimbed spires and Gothic 
walls. Kain Cathedral in turn 
overlooks Spoga: the concrete, 
glass and plastic complex that 
houses the International Sports 
Trade Exhibition. 
My companion is charcoal com
plexioned, to match his three 
piece business suit, and trades 
not in stocks and shares but in 
Teddy Bears. "Burnt-brown, with 
pink eyes this year". I shudder 
with visions of Clockwork Orange 
in the nurserys of Europe. We, like 
thousands of others migrate each 
year to this mad-stress Trade 
Exhibition to view the goods. 
Here your big and small names 
jive for their share of a growing 
market, smacks of capitalism, but, 
"more sales means lower prices 
my boy," rubbing of hands. 
Everyone is into everyone elses 
field and there is a profusion of 
confusion as claims and counter 
claims float about. So it is hardly 
surprising that it takes a day and a 
few drinks to sort out what is real. 
As in recent exhibitions (the 
Hollowfill and Gortex revolutions) 
material played a major part. 
Cordura appears to be "the" ruck
sack material; like silk it has a 
good feel, and is said to have 
three times the abrasion 
resistance of standard nylon. 
However it was Th insulate that 
stole the show, being the latest 
contender to oust down. It con
sists of a thin network of polyole
fin fibres, backed by technical 
details in small print and 
impressive italics. It is portrayed 
as giving high thermal efficiency, 
it absorbs less than 1 % its own 
weight in water, drys quickly and 
retains its loft. New garments on 
show (for example by North Face) 
were certainly less bulky than 
those of conventional fillings and 
if there are comparable insulation 
properties then we will see a new 
family of cold weather garments 
being developed. Alas, if this is to 
be the end of the rainbow warm
gear then USA demands will 
probably exceed present 
production capability. As such, 
UK and European based climbers, 
like ducks, may have to rely on 
down for a little longer. 
The Gortex saga is still being 
played, with all sorts of 
impressive movements - the 
innovators still appear to be 
ahead of the rabble. 
Boots. There are two major trends 
here. First off, more and more 
specialised lightweight rock 
boots and secondly - plastic 
boots: Everyone knows which is 
thE Best rock boot; but to the 
question "Do specialised friction 
boots need to be skin tight?" My 
answer is no. For unless one is 
climbing hard (5.9 and up) or 
generally competitive in life style, 
then perhaps comfort over 
crushed toes could be mooted. A 
more humane fitting is a good cri-
terion, especially for those . 
unprepared to undergo corrective 
toe surgery. For those who need 
yet another excuse for why they 

didn't get up that thin slab, think 
of the other 29 or so lightweight 
models that are available around 
Europe. Some may even surprise 
you. The Brixia Crag is a good 
buy, as is the P.A. with its 
improved friction rubber, and for 
some reason the Contact range is 
catching on in the Alps, and ... so 
on. 
Plastic boots have been about for 
some time, but have suffered 
from a conservative buying 
public. In fact, things like soles 
coming away from the uppers, 
being too stiff, cracking in the 
cold and the reality that people do 
have sweaty feet have not p.er
turbed the trade. With the price of 
cow hide (and prime steak) going 
over the moon the scientist
mountaineers (who brought us 
the winter Frisbee) have at last 
produced plastic boots that, "are 
not affected by changes in sur
rounding temperature" and 
"maintain optimum temperature 
inside," without, "condensation". 
San Marco, the space age pro
ducers of Slalom boots, have in
corporated the science of a 
plastic outer and a foot contour
flow inner. Their prototype 
models have been giving 
impressive showings on major 
Alpine routes, with reports of 
lightness, warmth, and that they 
are robust enough for crampon 
work. Euro Linea and Lowa are 
also into the later stages of 
development, and already 
marketing some models in central 
Europe. With the price of leather 
and workmanship rocketing it 
would be irresponsible to 
discount these developments for 
plastic boots, may be a child of 
our age within the next couple of 
years. 
As in rock climbing there has 
been a surge in ice climbing 
interest and standards. The Clog 
range has really arrived, and it 

,'.~only took them three years. Now 
that the main Scottish climbs 
have been publicised in Europe, 
so too they may find their way 
across the Channel. But the inter
esting developments of the last 
two years have been in the tools 
with interchangeable heads, and 
now they too have really come of 
age. Simond was a leader in t_his 
field, and has a strong following 
both with French and UK 
climbers. The prize for trying 
hardest to impress must go to the 
Lowe-Camp-lnteralp-Salewa 
group for their Humming Bird axe 
and hammer (Big Bird and Little 
Bird). This combo is in, and if not 
the end word, only inter-Galactic 
science can take us further in the 
forseeable future. There are inter
changeable heads and i:iicks, a 
tool kit, and a booklet giving step
by-step instructions in big clear 
easy to read print (even I grasped 
it). If you don't lose the key and 
print-out half way up the climb 
then you are assured a wide spec
trum tool for "Alpine and winter 
ice climbing." Chouinard is back 
from the fashion world and now 
concentrating on hard lines. He is 
competing against the European 

producers who manutacture axes 
with his name on. His carbon 
shafted axe is a winner and 
though it costs a lot of pennies it 
is worth zeroing in on. 
Super-gaitors were also in pro
fusion the most effective made by 
Berghaus - a solid upper in 
Cordura with a big platex-like 
rubber band to go around the 
boot. This gives a near water
tight fit to the lower part of the 
gaitor and holds it firm without 
recourse to screws. If signs of 
wear appear, just take it into your 
nearest show maker and get the 
rubber band re-newed. It's a 
contender in this field, but have 
you ever tried getting a girdle off 
a lady in a snow hole' - if they can 
sell Anatomic rucksacks anything 
is possible. 
One new product that made its 
entrance was also from the Lowe 
Camp-lnteralp-Salewa group -
FOOTFANGS. Footfangs, from the 
promotional blurb, are "the first 
crampons that stay on without 
constricting straps by a clamp 
system, with a significant . 
reduction in the risk of frostbite. 
They are the strongest and most 
rigid crampons ever, vibration free, 
giving support for edging, fronting 
or flat-footing. They can be eastly 
adjusted, and the Rislan (nylon not 
plastic, folks) sole eliminates 
snow build up. The Fangs 
themselves are constructed of 
nickel-chrome-moly steel.·" The 
'No snow build-up' and 'no 
vibration' claims have yet to be 
universally seen/tried/tested and 
trod on to reach a concensus. 
They have been up such ice 
beasts as The Designator and 
high on Arna Dablam and the likes 
of Kevin Donald and Jeff Lowe 
attest to the gear (they have a 
vested interest however). Anyway 
these guys are no fairies and 
Donald's effervescing enthusiasm 
appears to stem from the result of 
a real performance tool. Doubters 
were promised that next year he'd 
damn the River Rhine, freeze the 
overspill and give demonstrations 
- which should please the barge 
men. 
Why such shows? It has been 
hinted that they are just glorified 
piss-ups, in fact they are. But they 
give the manufacturers of 
material and equipment, the 
distributors, the retailers and the 
users a chance to get together -
and gain a wider perspective of 
trends and requirements, which 
may be their saving grace. 
The future - Star war pitons and 
male/female expanding/contract
ing nuts, tumble-dry never-dry 
fifteen major-fall ropes, talking 
ropes, gyro tents and aero
dynamic rucksacks, bar-boots for 
the high hills, instant energy get 
you "high" foods and solar 
heating shell clothing? 
The future - the aircraft lifts off, a 
duty-free drink, then clouds, and I 
sense upon a candy floss 
mountain a man garbed in tweed 
jacket and plus 4's. From h_is 
waist a hemp rope; oh the JOY and 
uncertainty it must afford. He 
front-points on tricounis, 
movement so fine, alpenstock 
swings in the perfect curve of 
piolet traction ... then the 
realisation of what had been 
missing, the smell that is a part of 
our sport. That smell of hemp, 
wet wool and the acid of week old 
sweat, leather and animal fat, the 
smell of fear and dirt in the finger
nails ... 
Perhaps it will soon be available 
in aerosol cans. 



By Tony Riley 

Telluride's First Mountain 
Film Festival 1979 
The formal title, 'America's First 
Annual Celebration of Mountain 
Related Fi Im Art', put me off a 
bit. but the long-felt desire to visit 
America, and the opportunity it 
would give me to meet other film 
makers concerned with mount
aineering, made me succumb to 
impulse and attend the festival, 
which was held from the 1st to 
3rd June. It proved to be a worth
while few days, with an intelli
gently researched and balanced 
film programme and facilities 
organised to help visitors make 
the most of the local climbing and 
high altitude spring skiing. 
Telluride is situated at the 
southern end of the Rockies in 
Colorado's San Juan range at an 
altitude of 8700ft. Like something 
out of a John Ford western, it is a 
one street old mining -boom town 
set in a cirque of 13,500ft 
mountains. I felt a little uncom
fortable without a saddle over my 
shoulder and spurs trailing in the 
dust . 
Most of the films were screened 
in the evening to enable visitors to 
be free during the day and local 
guides were on hand to introduce 
people to the climbing and skiing 
areas. (There is a considerable 
amount of unclimbed rock in the 
area and an interim guide has just 
been published by Bill Kees). 
Twenty-seven films were shown 
in four sessions. The old Victorian 
theatre in which they were 
screened, the Sheridan Opera 
House, only has a capacity of 300, 
but this gave the effect of packed 
audiences and an excellent 
atmosphere. The festival appears 
to have been organised by a 
committee of somewhat fluid 
composition, probably the best 
kind. I could never find out who 
did what. There were different 
lists of famous names, some of 
whom appeared then 
disappeared, some of whom 
never appeared, or perhaps I just 
missed them . Anyway, Lito Tejada 
Flores, described in the local 
press as 'event organiser', made 
an authoritative introduction to 
each film . As well as filling in with 
interesting background informa
tion, he pointed out the relation 
ship between the way a film fitted 
into the context of film history, 
and the status of climbs in the 
period in which they were done. 
Eighteen of the films were in fact 
about climbing or 
mountaineering . (See list.) 
Six films planned for inclusion 
didn't arrive in time, but they 
illustrate the scope aimed at by 
the organisers. They were -
"D'Azur et Roe" (European 
Alpinism). " Broad Peak, Alpine 
Style" (Bettembourg and 
Seigneu , s ascent). "Listen to the 
Mountains" (USA), "Left Side of 
Cenotaph Corner", "Sentinel 
West Face", and "The Blue Light" . 
They had done particularly well to 
trace a copy of the last film, a 
German classic from the 1930's. 
Made by Arnold Fanck (who also 

made "The White Hell of Piz 
Palu") in his pre-Nazi film era, it 
typifies a strong trend of the 
period, the use of mountaineering 
film to promote ideology. It is 
hoped to include these films in 
next years' programme. 
Films made in the last ten years 
were eligible for a competition . 
There was a Grand Prize of 300 
dollars, for the best film overall, 
and trophies for the best films in 
the following categories -
General or Expeditionary 
Mountaineering, Technical 
Climbing (Rock or Ice). and A 
Mountain Subject other than 
climbing. "El Capitan" won the 
Grand Prize, "Everest Unmasked" 
the Expedition Category, "Sea 
Cliff Climbing" the Best Technical 
Climbing Film and "Dudh Kosi" 
the Best Non-Climbing Film. 
"High Sierra", "Break on 
Through", and "Outside the 
Arena" received special com
mendations. The prizes were 
presented by Colorado Governor 
Richard Lamm, who also entered 
into the spirit of the festival by 
spending a couple of afternoons 
ascending some rock. 
One of the most impressive 
aspects of the festival was the 
degree to which audience, 
organisers and film makers mixed 
and joined in the event. There was 
an openness to developments 
generated by the event itself, and 
throughout the three days 
alterations, additions and im
provements were being planned 
for the 1 980 festival. Shorter pro
grammes over more days, and 
double screenings at an alter
native venue, were just two of the 
many constructive plans put 
forward. One of the most 
interesting proposals was to see 
whether a sponsored prize could 
be organised to help finance a 
film making project, an obvious 
suggestion perhaps but one 
which twenty seven Trento Film 
Festivals hasn't produced. 
Another suggestion was to have 
related exhibitions, for example of 
mountain photography and film 
makers lecturing on the making of 
their films. 
Viewing films "en masse" is very 
tiring, and can substantially affect 
one's impressions. I was 
reminded of the thesis put 
forward by the American film 
critic Andrew Sarris in his book 
The Primal Screen ' which points 
to the essential lack of value 
judgement of conventional film
history criteria, and validity of 
subjective feeling impressions. 
The film 'Free Climb' for instance, 
subject of an article inMountain 
would have impressed me far 
more if I hadn't been astounded 
by Padula's 'El Capitan'. 
Somehow the article had led me 
to expect a different film, and the 
part which remains in my memory 
is the interview with the climbers' 
wives with that commodity rare in 
climbing films - a bit of humour. 
'El Capitan' seemed to me to 
represent a breakthrough in 
climbing film . Technical problems 

A still from El Capitan. 

of camerawork and sound 
recording in the climbing 
situation have usually prevented 
them from reaching a highly pro
fessional standard - recording 
sound and picture in synchronisa
tion for instance. Some rough 
footage can have tremendous 
atmosphere, but generally a 
wobbly camera and narrator's 
voice make an audience aware of 
the production process, and they 
are usually there because the 
film-maker has been unable to 
use better filmic techniques for 
communication. 'El Capitan' has 
the visual and sound quality of a 
big production company's cinema 
feature film. For once I forgot I 
was a film-maker and laughed 
and gasped with the rest of the 
audience. Humour, drama, 
creative editing, and the courage
ous filmic experiment of a long 
dark sequence relying on the 
occasional carabiner gleam and 
tinkly sound, all made my viewing 
experience one to recommend 
people to see it. It's nice to see 
someone critical enough to get 
the best technology can give us, 
in terms of saturated colour and 
print sharpness, the film is a 
credit to all involved in the 
production from cameraman to 
laboratory technicians. To readers 
who have not seen the film, the 
silly letter about it from Mr. 
Tobias, published in Mountain, 
is very misleading. There are 
aspects of the film of which I feel 
critical - silhouetted climbers, 
drifting past a giant moon to 
Japanese symphony music, don't 
communicate what I get out of 
mountaineering. But much of the 
rest of the film does, and the 
palm-sweating sequence of Lito 
hopping about unroped on a 
ledge is one of the coolest pieces 
of documentary recording I've 
ever seen . 
Viewing so many mountain films 
together gave a unique 
opportunity to notice certain 
national trends. Most of the 
continental films were recon-
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structions of actual incidents, 
even going back to 'Etoiles' which 
strung them together in a fictional 
setting. They also tended to be 
acted by the people involved in 
the original incident. The 
Americans seem to have made far 
more films of a fictionalised con
struction, collages of images and 
impressions, and climbs set up 
specifically for film purposes. 
Where they do make 
documentaries there seemed to 
me to be a trend to go one step 
further than necessary, often 
changing abruptly to a different 
style. The 'moon' sequence 
mentioned above is an example of 
this, it also happens in 'Break on 
Through' where the rhythmic 
motion of climbers climbing well 
is already excellently put across, 
and there is no need for the 
ensuing sequence of someone sat 
in a studio with their muscles 
writhing. The British entries were 
almost exclusively documentary, 
with a strong element of non
climber television professionals 
involved in their production. 
An exception to the shortage of 
American documentaries is Mike 
Hoover's 'Antana - Eye of the 
Gods' which I thought toid the 
story well and obtained good film 
and sound in what must have 
been difficult conditions. There 
are a considerable number of 
films in production in America, 
and there should be no shortage 
of new material for the 1980 
festival. They include Henry 
Barber and others on Bridal Veil 
Falls (Ice climbing), a McKinley 
Hang-Gliding film, and three 
documentaries - The 1978 
Womens Annapurna Expedition, 
Antarctic Climbing and an ascent 
of Arna Dablam with, among 
others, Tom Frost and Martin 
Boysen. 
I would like to have been able to 
compare films on the basis of 
what they cost to make, but the 
figures aren't available at present. 
'Everest the Hard Way' is reputed 
to have cost£ 125,000, 'A Great 
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Effort' about £350. While it must 
be nice to have a lot of money to 
make a film, it seems obvious that 
there is an effect of diminishing 

·returns.A more valid comparison 
with the Everest film would be the 
recent British documentary on a 
K2 expedition, which, several 
inflation-filled years later, cost 
less than a tenth of the Everest 
production. During his 
introduction to the festival, Lita 
pointed out one essential 
difference which divided climbing 
films - whether the climb was 
done for the purpose of making a 
film, or whether a film maker just 
happened to be along recording it 
when it happened.The second 
category is far harder to make, the 
first far easier to get money for, 
and of course there is a tremen
dous qualitative difference. There 
seems to be some similarity in the 
way American and British film
makers obtain their finance for 
films. Part self-financing, part 
grants from arts councils, film 
institutes, trusts, educational 
sources, etc, seem to be a 
common area of funding. In 
Britain over the last few years, 
there have developed regional 
groups of 'independent' film
makers who work outside the 
mainstream cinema. They obtain 
finance from bodies such as The 
British Film Institute, Equal 
Opportunities Commission, etc, 
The Yorkshire Arts Association 
has been the first to sponsor 
climbing films, and with their 
assistance Jim Curran and myself 
are currently producing a film 
version of Robin Smith's article 
'The Bat and the Wicked' shot on 
The Bat on Ben Nevis, with Rab 
Carrington and Brian Hall playing 
the parts of Smith and Haston. 
The advantage of this type of 
sponsorship is that you have 
control of all aspects of 
production and.own the copyright 
of the film when it is finished. 
Hopefully events like the Telluride 
festival will help film-makers raise 
finance, if only by promoting 
interest, a demand for new 
material and an increased 
popularity of mountain film in 
cinema and television outlets. 
Personally, I would like to see 
established a permanent 
mountain film library under the 

auspices of someone like our 
benevolent dictators The British 
Mountaineering Council and 
Everest Foundation. 
Most of the films mentioned in 
this article are available for hire. 
Lita Tejada-Flores and myself are 
also keen to build up information 
about any mountain film readers 
may be aware of, or any films in 
production which may be ready 
for the 19B0 festival. The subject 
is not just climbing film but 
anything which deals with 
mountains and man's relationship 
with them. Please send queries or 
information to 25 Barkers Road, 
Sheffield S7 1 SD. 

FILMS SHOWN 
Sea Cliff Climbing: Scott Ransom. 
1977. . 
Henry Barber climbing with Pete 
Livesey in Cornwall, with Al Harris 
on "A Dream of White Horses' on 
Anglesey, then soloing 'Strand', 
and 'Dream'. Made for Television. 
Everest the Hard Way: Ned Kelly, 
Chris Railing. BBC. 1976. The 
ascent of the S.W. Face in 1975 
when Mick Burke was lost near 
the summit. 
Skinny Skiing: Len Aitken. Oak 
Creek Films. 
Cross country skiing in Colorado. 
Climb: Dewitt Jones, Pyramid 
Films. 1973. 
Produced as an educational 
release, it tells the story of an 
ascent of the S. Face of 
Washington Column. a classic 
Yosemite climb. 
Dudh Kasi: Leo Dickinson. 
Harlech Television. 1978. 
The story of a Himalayan kayaking 
expedition down the class six 
river under Everest, starting at 
17,000ft. Excellent coverage of 
near disaster in whitewater. 
Trango:Tony Riley, Jim Curran. 
Chameleon Films. 1977. 
An account of the first ascent of 
the Trango Tower in the 
Karakoram Himalaya. 
Nyala: Glen Denny. Canyon 
Cinema. 1967. 
A collage of different aspects of 
the mountain environment. In 
B/W. it was shot over three 
weekends while Denny was still a 
student. Amazing to think that 

LETTERS 
Irish notes 
from Robin Merrick 
Your column on "North Irish 
Climbs" (Mountain 69) has raised 
a considerable amount of interest 
over here. Generally speaking it 
has been greeted with one word -
"Disgraceful"! 
Diligent enquiries have revealed 
your correspondent to be one 
Mark Henry. Fortunately for Henry 
we are a fairly law abiding lot ... 
I have the following observations 
to make Henry's reportage 
1. His quotation about Mourne 
Climbing from Paddy O'Leary's 
article is totally out of context; the 
period that Paddy was referring to 
was the 1950's and up to 1961, 
and was fair comment. What 
Henry overlooked is that later in 
the same article Paddy refers to 
the upsurge in climbing in the 
Mournes by locals in the 1960's, 
and indeed comments that 
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"Between 1963 and 1967 
practically all the important Irish 
Climbs were done in the 
Mournes." 
2. The controversy over Lassara 
Groove is a controversy entirely of 
Henry's own manufacture; he was 
the second involved in the affair. 
No one else is interested in 
Henry's controversy, but it should 
be noted that his remarks might 
carry more weight if he had 
actually deigned to do the route at 
the time, or had gone back and 
led it. His remarks about Mick 
Curran are scandalous and his 
attempt to debase the value of 
F.M.C.I. guidebooks is spiteful 
pettiness. As Secretary of the 
Irish Mountaineering Club 
(Belfast Section). I was very 
disappointed that the vituperative 
vilification of one Club Member 
by another in the Club Log Book 
should find its way into an inter-

only a year later he would be 
recording the astounding images 
of the El Capitan film. 
El Capitan. Fred Padula. 1978. 
Three climbers on a three day 
ascent of the Nose on El Capitan. 
Shot by Glen Denny over two 
months in 1968, production 
finance not being raised until ten 
years later. 
Solo: Mike Hoover. Pyramid Films. 
1972. 
Impressionistic story of a solo 
ascent filmed on several 
locations. All written. directed 
and acted by Mike Hoover. 
Animals of the Avalanche. Scott 
Ransom. 1977. 
A study of the small animals that 
live at high altitudes in the 
Rockies, frequently in avalanche 
paths. Another TV film by Scott 
with excellent shots of pikers, 
marmot, badger, weasel, chip
munk, porcupine and beaver. 
Pillar of Solitude: Helen Dasson
ville. Ceres Films. 
A reconstruction of Bonatti's solo 
first ascent of the South Pillar on 
the Dru. Michel Vaucher played 
the part. soloing the pillar for the 
film. Filmed by Pierre Tairraz. 
Helen Dassonville's son. Gilbert. 
made the following film, 
Abimes (The Abyss): Gilbert 
Dassonville. 1972. 
Re-enactment of a fall on the 
overhanging N. Face of the Cima 
Grande. Robert Sorgato. who fell 
in the original incident, did the 
fall again for the film! Apparently 
the original epic was even more 
gripping as it occurred in winter 
and during bouts of conscious
ness he had to scrape ice from the 
rope with his fingernails to make 
the prussic grip. He was hanging 
unconscious on the rope so long 
that news reached the press who 
published the story of his death. 
The other climber is Piussi. 
Outside the Arena: Robert 
Carmichael. 1977. Sports 
Imagery Inc. 
Two parties climb to the summit 
of Longs Peak, Colorado. by the 
easiest and hardest routes. 
Everest Unmasked: Leo Dickinson, 
Eric Jones. Harlech Television. 
1979. 
Messner and Habeler's first 
ascent of Everest without oxygen. 
Break on Through: Robert 
Carmichael. Oak Creek Films. 

national magazine, particularly 
when I have been informed by 
Mick Curran that he received a 
letter of apology some time ago 
from Henry concerning those 
remarks. 
3. A grudging mention of the 
activities of some local climbers 
is punctuated by a make-believe 
mystery about the line of Praxis. 
True. it does not have many 
ascents but there is no particular 
mystery about the line of the 
route as reference to the Mourne 
Guide (published by F.M.C.I.) 
shows that the climb goes "up 
and right to a chimney with 
jammed stones." 
4. Henry then proceeds to 
devote most of the rest of his 
column to the activities of three 
Englishmen, who. it would 
appear, are the best thing to hit 
the Northern Irish climbing scene 
since sliced bread (despite the 

Climbing on the Naked Edge in 
Eldorado Canyon. Boulder. 
Free Climb: Bob Godfrey. Alpine 
Films. 1978. 
Jim Erickson and Art Higbee 
attempting to free climb the N. W. 
Face of Half Dome. Narrated by 
Robert Redford. 
Kayak. Oak Creek Films. 
A montage of whitewater images 
from sla.lom on the Arkansas to 
solitary flatwater paddling. 
John Muir's High Sierra. Qewitt 
Jones. Pyramid Films. 1974. 
Images of the Sierra Nevada set 
to the poetry and prose of John 
Muir, founder of the Sierra Club 
and instigator of the setting up of 
several national parks. 
The Climbers: Bev Clark. 
The Halliwell brothers climbing 
on Cloggy. Shot in 35mm. 
Conquistadors of the Useless: 
Marcel lchac. 
A film biography of Lionel Terray. 
Drawn from many different 
sources and containing some 
historic and excellent footage 
from several early expeditions -
Fitzroy, Annapurna, Jan nu, 
Makalu, Chacraraju, Huntingdon. 
Etoiles de Midi: Marcel lchac. 
1958. 

. The first major mountain film to 
be made in both colour and 
sound. Retraces the adventures of 
four separate teams of climbers, 
each being the recreation of an 
actual event in which the climbers 
play themselves. Terray, 
Desmaison. Vaucher. 
Fitzroy: Lita Tejada-Flores. 1968. 
First ascent of the S. W. Buttress 
by the 'Funhogs' expedition. 
A Great Effort: Jim Curran, Tony 
Riley. 1975. 
An illustration of Menlove 
Edwards' article set on Central 
Gully, Lliwedd, N. Wales. 
Antana - Eye of the Gods: Mike 
Hoover. 
Rick Ridgeway and team groping 
their way through undergrowth 
and eyes of gods. Nice summing
up of expedition on summit from 
the leader - 'Sorry you guys'. 
A Mountain Day: Joern Gerdts. 
1971. 
Classic short, shot in Telluride. 

use of a peg on 'Warhorse· which 
is rumoured to have been pre
placed). In so doing he quite 
ignores the string of new routes at 
E1 and upwards which have been 
put up at Fair Head during the 
year without using aid, or chalk ... 
5. Which brings me to the final 
tactless insult. It is a fact that 
chalk is not an acceptable 
climbing aid in Ireland. All the 
hardest climbs have been done 
without chalk, even up to E4 (by 
visitor Arni Strapcans). Henry's 
remarks about the attitude of the 
'top Southern Climbers' are rude 
in the extreme. The quote which 
he makes at the end of his column 
is moonshine. Henry, when asked 
who had made that comment. 
refused to n!lme his source. but 
another source leads me to 
believe that he himself said it. I 
reiterate what has been said 
earlier: Chalk is not accepted in 
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Ireland, either North or South - at 
least those are the ground rules, 
ethics if you like, presently laid 
down by the top climbers in 
Ireland, amongst whom I do not 
think Henry can c laim to be 
included. 
I find it unfortunate that a 
magazine of the repute of 
Mountain should publish such a 
column which is, after all, meant 
to be informative, without further 
enquiry since it should be plain to 
anyone that its first half is nothing 
but egotistical tittle tattle. I trust 
that it was evident to the readers 
of your magazine that Henry's 
column did not reflect the present 
state of climb :ng in the North of 
Ireland and that my observations 
have put his remarks in their 
proper context. I also trust that 
'Mountain ' will see fit to check its 
sources more thoroughly before 
publishing any further material on 
Irish Climbing which may be 
contentious, not to say, 
scurrilous. 

Robin Merrick 

Sectarian divisions are not a purely 
Irish climbing matter. Such 
differences of opinion between 
groups of climbers as to what is 
" The Truth " are universal. Whilst 
Mountain endeavours to use 
reliable correspondents on every 
occasion, if we do fail the columns 
are always open for comment and 
correction. Ed." 

Free climbing aid routes -
the history 
from John Gerrard 
I've been meaning to write for 
some time now concerning the 
widely-held but mistaken .view 
that those of us involved in the 
development of limestone in the 
60's were peg -happy, not to say 
incapable of climbing a ladder 
without etriers. What has finally 
prompted me is the amazing 
revelation in Mountain 70 that the 
Pilastro Di Rozes has finally gone 
free. Now it is perfectly true to say 
that some people were quite 
happy to clip into every peg in 
sight; personally I found Dolomite 
a superb rock for free climbing 
and tried to avoid using pegs, 
except for protection, whenever 
possible - for a start, artificial 
climbing is so slow, not to 
mention bloody boring and 
uncomfortable. In 19641 climbed 
the Pilastro with Bob Dearman: 
only 2 pitches involved any aid at 
all - the two roofs. Even that far 
back in prehistory it was not, to 
the best of my knowledge, 
regarded as a peg route. On the 
grey slabs leading up to the 'hole' 
and first roof we used one point of 
aid. Allowing for climbing in 
boots, I can't recall any real 
difficulties - say 5a at the most . 
The pitch below the first roof 
went free at a similar standard . 
Bob pegged the roof and took a 
stance on the lip of the roof. 
Between the roofs I led out a full 
rope length - 1 50ft - and took a 
stance within feet of the second 
roof. This pitch was indeed 
superb, totally free, and similar in 
character if not difficulty to 
Cemetery Gates; not, however, 
300ft or 5b . If it was 5b, I must 
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have been climbing better than I 
thought ! Above the roof, the 
remainder of the climb was free, 
including a boob at the exit from 
the overhanging chimney that 
sent me wandering 50ft off route 
towards an old peg of Buhl's, who 
made the same error. 
Again, on the Buhlweg, over half 
went free, though Bob used 
etriers on one or two pitches I'd 
led free. However, we did peg 
most of the upper section, above 
the cave stance. The face has a 
history of being struck by 
lightning, which adds to the 
seriousness of the routes. In 
1965, on the Maestri, Bill 
Cheverst was hit, and I was 
brushed by ball lightning. The 
stuff was literally exploding all 
around us, and as it wasn't 
supposed to exist at the time, it 
gave an added zest to the climb. 
For an A3 route without any free 
pitches, quite a lot, again, went 
free, though more due to my lousy 
artificial technique than any 
revolutionary fervour - I kept on 
leaving my etriers behind, giving 
three or four pitches long free 
sections climbed in great haste 
and panic! 
Back home, at the time, there 
certainly was some overpegging -
I won ' t say who by because Bob 
doesn't like having his name 
mentioned, but, allowing for the 
apparent looseness of the rock, 
and the relative crudity of the 
protection available, most people 
in the 60's exercised considerable 
restraint. Millstone was an 
exception to this, but the cracks 
were much narrower, and the full 
potential wasn't spotted. 
Two jlxamples illustrate some of 
the attitudes and problems: on 
the first ascent of Dies lrae, it 
started to rain heavily and get 
really dark. It was easier to pull 
Dearman's pegs out by hand and 
free the route than hang from the 
nasty loose things. The section 
from the rake up to the top bolts 
was climbed free. On Sirplum, 
before the first ascent, the 
removal of the legendary loose 
block actually involved half an 
hour of solid navvying by R.D. It 
wasn 't so much pushed off as 
excavated and demolished; I 
thought that this time the youth 
really had gone too far, fine route 
or not, and found another partner 
before I got involved in the total 
destruction of Cheedale or 
offered a permanent contract by 
1.C.1. Missing out on the first 
ascent wasn't as important as the 
ethical considerations -
considerations that were widely 
held, despite the sly digs in the 
press by the current stars. 
John Gerrard, Sheffield 

Varying Grades 
from Nigel Shepherd 
With reference to "Livesey's 
Grades" for the routes on Suicide 
Wall, Cwm ldwal , it would appear 
that he has added more fuel to 
the fire that burns eternally 
throughout the climbing 
fraternity, and as a result I cannot 
res ist the urge to toss on a twig or 
two myself. 
But only a twig or two because I 

ANDINO TREK 
'PEPE' 5to PISO 
Hotel Barcelona, Huaraz, 
Ancash, Peru. 

* Outfitters - speak English, French, Spanish, Oue..:hua . 
* Guides, porters, arrieros, donkeys . 
* Rent mountain & ski equipment. 
* Sell gaz, white gas, maps, guidebooks, batteries, freeze dried . 

do not wish to be drawn into a 
deeper argument and place my 
own ethical views in the hands of 
the masses, to whom they are of 
no concern whatsoever. I wish 
merely to stand up for myself and 
other mortals inferior to Livesey. 
At the present time we have in 
this country a comprehensive 
grading system. But more 
important, we have a grading 
system that can be extended to 
accommodate the climbs of the 
future without causing any major 
upheaval in the system. Working 
on that assumption, if a route is 
climbed, be it a first ascent or a 
first free ascent, and that that 
climb turns out to be a more 
difficult undertaking physically 
and/ or mentally than anything 
else that has been done before, 
then the grading system can be 
extended to encompass such a 
piece of climbing . 
It would appear, however, that 
this is not so and current trends in 
the climbing world demand a re 
shuffle of routes currently at the 
top end of the scale with the 
recent masterpiece of technical 
ability and mental control, con 
veniently slotted in to its rightful 
place. 
Consider the implications of such 
a manipulation . They are 
enormous! For if we wish to main 
tain a grading system that is as 
objective as we need it to be, then 
every single climb has to be 
looked at and its grade carefully 
considered, a mammoth task, but 
if current trends continue then 
this may be necessary. Perhaps 
we would then have to enlarge 
our system to begin with "Diff 
minus 5" but that may well prove 
to be just a little too outrageous. 
In the face of such an opinion I 
ask myself for whom is the 
grading system devised - surely 
the answer is simple ... for 
climbers. 
To me, "for climbers" encom 
passes all those people who 
climb, not just those at the top 
but for everyone from a Diff
minus 5 -man to the ultra
superstar-E5 6b-but-it's
probably-harder-than-that
although - I' m- loathe-to-admit-it
man . 
Perhaps if things stay the way 
they are, someone will come up 
with a key to the individual 
climbers who graded the route 
and in that key to include some 
information on the honesty, 
integrity and reliability of that 
climber, or some system where 
you take the grade of a climb, add 
5, take away E add D, subtract ten 
and add 6a, b, c. 
Nigel Shepherd, Bethesda 
P.S. I stick by my original grades 
in Mountain 66 . They are 
intended "for climbers" but add 
to that the reprieve E1 5b, Wall of 
the Dead E4 6a, Jailbreak E3 6a 
and Zero E6 6a? 

Variable Grading 
from PAI/en 
I have read many news items and 
letters in the climbing press over 
the past few years regarding the 
new wave of rock climbing which 
has one sole purpose, o·f freeing 
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well established routes from all 
forms of aid. 
Myself I applaud these climbers 
who do not use aid in the form of 
pegs, etc, but I abhor their 
removal on well documented and 
established routes just to have 
the climbers name in print in 
"Recent Developments" . 
Some routes become classics in 
their own right in the history of 
climbing, some with pegs, some 
with other unorthodox 
techniques. These routes I agree 
should be climbed free by the 
able and purists, but in no cir
cumstances should they be 
deliberately altered and history 
discarded. 
Route descriptions with their 
grading by their nature are an aid 
to climb, if the description 
changes, undoubtably the 
grading changes. Does this mean 
that climbers should not bother 
with guide books a few months 
old as they might be climbing a 
route well above their standard 
unkowingly. One day H.V.S., next 
day E2! Will somebody one day 
fill in the "Collie step" or maybe 
chop down the tree from North 
Crag Eliminate. 
New routes without aid by all 
means; established and historic 
routes with whatever aid should 
be left alone. 
P Allen, St Helens 

Karakorum or Karakoram? 
from D F O Dangar 
The correct spellii:ig of this word 
is evidently still a problem (see 
Mountain 70, p.49) . Those 
interested should refer to AJ vol. 
67 , pp 348-50 where the matter 
is discussed at some length and 
the opinions of several authorities 
are given . 
The article concludes :- 'So far as 
the Alpine Journal is concerned, it 
would seem that the best policy is 
that followed by the Editors for 
some years, namely, to allow 
contributors to use whichever 
form of spelling they prefer'. 
D F O Dangar, Devon 

Cairngorm Litter 
from Kevin Richardson 
I seem to recall a sentence in Sir 
Henry Alexanders' book 'The 
Cairngorms' which stated that the 
Shelter Stone at the head of Loch 
Avon" ... is not itself very easily 
distinguished in the wilderness of 
boulders." Having just spent 
some time in the area it was a 
question of following the 
consumer remains to the shelter 
rather than searching among the 
boulders. 
Kevin Richardson, Walsall 

Re Nevis Hut -
Democracy? 
from Graham Boyd 
Would it be correct that Mr. 
Kimber is an instructor at the 
Loch Eil Outdoor Centre and a 
holder of the BMC Guides carnet . 
Not quite one of the week-end 
punters who he purports to 
represent with his populism over 
the CIC hut. The game's a bogey. 
Graham Boyd, Aberdeen A. 

26 Luxfer Cylinders for sale filled to 4000 psi. 
Currently in Rawalpindi. Price US $200 each. 

Contact: Dick Isherwood, care of British Embassy, 
Kathmandu, Nepal. 
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Go 
anywhere 

gear 
We stock possibly the widest range of high quality 
equipment for climbers in Britain at extremely 
competitive prices. 

Famous brands we stock include: 
Ace, Atkinsons, Beaufort, 
Belstaff, Berghaus, Blacks, 
Boylan, Bukta, Bulldog, 
Camp Trails, Caravan, 
Chouinard, Clog, 
Dachstein, Daimor, Edelrid, 
Edelweiss, Galibier, G. & H., 
Grenfell, Hawkins, Helly 
Hansen, Henry Lloyd, Hiatt, 
Howarth, lnteralp, Janus, 
Javlin, Joanny, Jumar, 
Karrimor, Mammut, Mascot, 
Millet, Moac, 

Mountain, M.S.R., North 
Cape, North Wall, Oldham, 
Optimus, Peck, P. & 0., 
Point Five, Mountain House, 
Bia Band, Raven, Rohan, 
Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Seal Fur, Sigg, Silva, 
Simond, Snowdon, Solar, 
Sprayway, Springlow, 
Sticht, Stubai, Sunto, 
Tenson, Tilley, Trangia, 
Troll, Ultimate, Vango, 
Viking, Wild Water, Wilkie, 
Yakpak. 

SPECIAL OFFER - best buy in the UX 
F & T 45m x 11 mm Kernmantel Rope. Holds 6 UIAA Falls. 
Prices (inc 15% VAT) £29.95 45m x 9mm £24.80. 
Send for our free mail order catalogue offering substantial 
reductions, or visit our shop, open Mon-Fri 9-5, Thurs . 4-1 
Sat 9-4.30. Access and Barclaycard accepted. 

EXPORT & CONTRACT 
We have a special contract department for club, 
expedition and educational orders, and for a personal 
and direct export. 

Please send me:· 

0 Further details of Field & 
Treks own label equipment and full 

catalogue . 

0 Details of Heron Optical (Our 
associate optical company.) 

0 The Backpacker Gear Guide sop 

NAME __________ _ 

ADDRESS __________ _ 

M02 

I 
I 
I 

From as little as £7.50 p.a. the BMC Insurance Scheme 
provides UK · residents with world wide security . 
Cover is provided for rescue, medical , repatriation , 
personal accident, baggage and equipment , loss of 
deposits and public liability. Get the security of a 
proven , specialised insurance scheme . It could make 
your landing a little softer. 

J~ 
~~~British 
Mountaineering 
Council Services ltd 
Name 

Address 

Crawford House Please send me details 
Precinct Centre of BMC Insurance 
Booth Street East Schemes (or telephone 
Man chesterM1 39RZ 061-2735839) 

I 
I 
I L ___________ J 

Bargain Bonaitis ! 

£1.95 
rs ..... £7.00 
ers ... £16.00 

ers ...... £1.75 
rs ..... £6.00 
ers .. .£13.00 

rab' .... £1.45 
ers ..... £4.70 
iners ... £11.00 

Buy through our super fast Mail Order service! 
All the items in this advert, plus those in our extensive price list, are 
available by mail order; please add 95p P+P and send your orders to: 
Alpine Sports (Holborn) ltd., Climbing Mail Order Dept., 
19 Grange Road, London SE1 3BE. Tel. No. 01 237 3545. 

~. iif§II 
Shops at: 10/12 Holborn, London EC1. Tel: 014045681, 
also 138 Western Road, Brighton, Sussex. Tel: 0273 26874. 



A new era of climbing standards 
a new generation of rucsacs 

••• 

Atlas 

The 'NEW' Joe Browns -
"sacs for the 80's" 
When we ceased production of the most popular 
rucsac we have ever made - the Joe Brown - it 
resulted in a howl of protest which still persists 
after all this time. 

Now, for the eighties, we have created a 
completely new trio of Joe Browns which 
embody the popular features of the original plus 
a host of new ideas and concepts. There are three 
models, the Joe Brown 3 for the rock climber, the 
Joe Brown 5 for the Alpinist and winter 
mountaineer, and the Joe Brown 7 for the major 
ranges. Each has features particularly suited to its 
usage and these are detailed belcm. 

Features include: 
*An 'S' cut back to provide maximum stability 
and lumbar comfort. 

• A rising base to reduce snagging on steep 
descents and to keep the load close to the body. 

Climbers' Day Sacs 
with many uses! 
Although designed for climbers, the neat stylish 
appearance and the useful features make these 
sacs attractive to all mountain users, especially if 
their activity extends to winter. 

The Atlas, T atra 3 and 1 are fitted with the new 
removable "sit-mat" which provides a padded 
back. The Tatra 2 has a sewn-in padded back 
and the two Pinnacles have unpadded canvas 
backs. All have 50 mm. slides for fitting the new 
2-piece padded wing hip- belt 

The Atlas: (NEW) 
A completely new sac with some very special 
features: 

*Special zip access to rear compartment. 
*Inside flask/water bottle pocket. 
*Ski/pocket fittings. 
*40-litre capacity. 
*Camera pocket with accessory/crampon patch 
and ice-axe loop. *Three points of attachment for sac-hauling: the 

front haul straps being "daisy-chained" and 
running the full length of the body for strength. ~ ~ 

*Nylon body with KS-1 OOe base and back. 

*A new "catenary" harness attachment for light-
ness.balance and comfort. Tatra 2 

*Made in KS-lOOe, the cloth specially created for ~---------------------- Similar to last year's cotton Tatra but it has been 
rucsacs by karrimor. · ~ : improved by the addition of a full camera pocket 

*Lifting or extending flaps with bi\Kluac with crampon/accessory patch and ice axe loop. 
extension. 30-litre capacity. 

* A completely clean front for easy hauling. 
*Side profile straps to draw the sac close to the *Camera pocket on the flap with OC-Cessory/ 
body. These also double as pocket attachments crampon patch. 

and ski fittings. *Fitted "sit-mat" which provides both a padded 
*Attachment points for a new 2-piece padded back and a bivi seat. (The new "/format" 
wing hip-belt which is light and stowable in the malleable frame can also be fitted in the special 
flap pocket. pocket). 

The 7th Grade Series also includes: Tatras 1 & 3, 
and Pinnacles 1 & 2. Full details of 7th Grade 
models are available from karrimor retailers or 
write to: karrimor International ltd., Box 7G M. 
Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lancashire 
BBS 6PR, England. 
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CHAMONIX - FRANCE 

u.k. representative: 
hen wintringham the old boathouse 
llanfair hall 
nr. caernarvon gwynedd 

usa - west representative : 
r.b. sales p.o. box 17625 
irvine california 92713 
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Therm-a-Rest on K-2 
Pumori 
McKinley 
Logan 

Enjoy 
Sl~epin9 to•lort 
Anywllere ... 

the 

UNUSUAL 
EXPEDITIONS 
FOR SMALL GROUPS 
OF EXPLORERS 
Trekking in the Himalayas 
Climbing in the Andes 
Whitewater Rafting in Alaska 
Desert Trekking in the Sahara 
Write for our 72-page color catalog 
describing more than 100 wilderness 
expeditions and outings on 5 continents 
(include $1 for postage). 

Classes year-round 
Guided climbs anywhere 

self-INFLATING •INSULATING 
mattresses 

Fast paced , comprehensive instruction , 
training and conditioning . E_nter at your level 
of ability. Proceed at your best pace . Courses 
include: Basic Rock Climbing, Intermediate and 
Advanced Free Climbing , Leading , Direct Aid , 
Bouldering , Technical and FREE 
Summer Ice Climbing and ~ 

NOW IN 3 SIZES. Lightweight and com
pact, Therm-a-Rest gives you more 
sleeping comfort than other mattresses 
or pads . Just open the va lve . 
3/4 length: 19"x47"x1 ½"; wt. , 1½ lbs. 
Full length mattress and Sportseat ava ilable. 

THERM-A-REST/Cascade Designs, Inc. d.N 
568 1st Avenue S., Seattle, WA 98104 

In U.S.A. Mountain Travel 
1398-MT Solano • Albany, Ca. 94706 
(415) 527-8100 
In U.lt.: Twickenham Travel 
22 Church Street• Twickenham TWl 3NW, England 
In Canada: Mountain Travel Canada 
737 Burley Drive• West Vancouver B.C. VTf 1Z7 
In Australia• New Zealand: Ausventure Holidays 
P.O. Box 54 • Mosman, N.S.W. 2088, Australia 

Guided Climbs. BROCHURE /C"f: 
Name (Print) 

Address 

City State Zip 

California Mountaineering 
and Technical Rock 
Climbing School 
P.O. Box 1576 :" r 
ldyllwild , Ca. 92349 ~- f 

I (714) 659-4801 1714) 365-1152 .: 1 -1/! · fl I L-----------~ 

The nuts for the neYI routes of the 80s 

The Pauligt Nut 
The Pauligt Nut from Australia . 

The smallest nut available for use 
in extreme situations where 

nothing else will go. Extra con
fidence when it is impossible to 

place any other protection . 

From the Mggic Mountain 
1980 Direct Mail ·Catalogue 
The new Magic Mountain direct mail catalogue - unique 
outdoor equipment selected by Joe Tasker . Special 
section by Joe on lightweight expeditions from the 
Himalayas to the Pennine Way. Fill in the coupon below 
for your copy. 

The Campbell Chock 
The Campbell Chock from 
America, beautifully made , the 
result of much thought and 
development and featuring a 
unique saddle shape to give great 
stability. 

Please send .me a copy of the 
Magic Mountain 1980 Catalogue , 
I enclose 30p stamps for posting 

Name ........ ........... ... ...... .. ... ..... .... . . 

Address ... ... .. ....... ....... .... ........... ... . 

93 Castleton Road, Hope, via Sheffield S30 2RD. Tel. 0433 20516. 
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In the bitter cold of the Himalayan 
mountains,you need more than skill and 
experience to survive. ' 

Which is why Martin Boysen, Joe 
Brown and Mo Anthoine chose 
North Cape Polar Wear in their bid to 
become the first men to conquer 
Trango Tower, 20,530 ft up in the heart 
of the Karakorum range. 

The fact that they succeeded says a 
lot, both for their abilities as climbers and 
for the qualities of our Polar Wear jackets. 

They are made from Dacron, a man
made fibre with remarkable insulating 
properties. 

The 10mm loft pile in the material 
traps the maximum amount of air next to 
the skin. But it also allows perspiration 

. as hard-wearing material 
for the job. And North 
Cape use 100% Dacron t afortheirwarm wear. 

There are five 
different jackets in 

...,_~ the Polar Wear range, each available 
in a choice of plain or laminated fabric. 

to pass through to the outside, away 
from the body, keeping you dry as well 
as warm.And it does all this without 
hampering the movements of the wearer, 
another important quality. 

To be honest, there are other jackets 
on the market which work in a similar 
way to ours. 

But Dacron is the most efficient and 

(The laminated version has a finely 
knitted polyester scrim bonded to the 
material.This increases wind resistance 
and prevents the jacket from pilling.) 

North Cape .also make Polar Wear 
mitts, socks, undertrousers, a reverse 
pile pullover and a one-piece suit Like 
our jackets, they are all designed to 
keep you warm and comfortable in the 
coldest of climates. 

Because when you're 20,000 ft up a 
mountainside,it can be decidedly brassy. 

I'd like to know more about North Cape Polar Wear. 
Please send me your free full-colour leaflet. 

Name ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

North Cape :rextiles Ltd, CN'~PJH"'_. nr ) 
BerrydenMills, !P. Vllrl. 

6BerrydenRoad, ~ 1 w 
AberdeenAB92WB, 0 ar ear 
Scotland. 



AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Bushgear Canberra , 
Shop 6 Caga Centre, 
38, Akuna Street . 
Tel. 062.477153 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S) . 
N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd ., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C) . 
N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment, 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432. 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S} . 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Designs 
334 Kent Street, 
Tel. 291231 
N.S.W. Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty ., Ltd., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
224 Barry Parade, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. 07 .52.8804 or 52.8894. 
South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Cl imbing Equipment, 
98 Fullarton Road , 
Norwood 5067 
Tel. 08.332.7793 (C) (M) (S) . 
Tasmania: Hobart 
Outdoor Equipment, 
212 Liverpool Street, 7000. 
Tel. 002.346213 (C) (M) (S) . 
Victoria: Kew 
Bush and Mountain Sports 
146 High Street, 3101 
Tel. 862 '. 1801 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67 .8428. 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports {Auckland) Ltd. , 
2nd Floor, Corner Victoria & 
Kitchener Streets, 
Tel. 374764 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
200 Madras Street, 
Tel. 67.148 
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Christchurch 
Oscar a Co berger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 
Tel. 74.646 
Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
101 Stuart St. , 
Tel. 773.679 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd. , N.W.41. 
Tel. 403.283.5551 . (C) (M) (S) . 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Easystreet Rockers 
2529-2535 Alma St. V6R 3R8 
Tel. 604.224.7212 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
(Mountaineering Division of 
'The Action Corporation'), 
402 Li Po Ch.un Chamber, 
Des Vouex Road Central , 
Tel. 5-435063 
Mail. Tsat Tsz Mu i 
Post Office Box No.73 

INDIA 
Delhi 
M/S West Coast Manufacturers 
& Traders (Regd.} 
92 UB. Jawahar Nagar, 110007 
Tel. 223900 & 229539 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber 's Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. 09663.2297. 
Aviemore 
Speysid e Sports. (S) . 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Aviemore 
Nevisport, 
43 Grampian Road . (M) 
Tel. 0479 .810208. 
Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street, 
Tel. 0232.38572 . 
Birmingham 
The Mountain 'Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowh il l Oueensway,4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. (S} . 
Birmingham 
Y.H .A . Shop. (S) . 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, (C} , 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road . 
Tel. 021.454.8771 . 

Blackburn 
A .B.C. Gear Ltd ., 
39 Darwen Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 . 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204.25087. 
Bradford -------
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd . 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0277 .221259. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports 
138 Western Road . (S} 
Te l. 0273.26874. 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road . 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Bristol 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0272.23166. · 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816_-
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C). 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 

· Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205. 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 06904.232. 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road, 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370. 
Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road , Cathays, 
Tel. 0222.28892. 
Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear 
148 Ninian Park Road, 
Tel. 0222.390531. 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239. 
Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 . 
Chesterfield 
The Adventure Centre, 
7 Shepleys Yard , Saltergate, 
Tel. 0246.38660. 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
61 Empress Buildings 
Binley Road 
Tel. 0203.441241 

Derbyshire/Hope 
Magic Mountain, 
93 Castleton Road . 
Tel. 0433.20516. 
Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 . 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0332.42245. 
Derby 
Outdoor Shop, 
201 Normanton Rd ., DE3 6US 
Tel. 0332.45204. 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre, (C) (M} . 
Tel. 0302.21297. 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501/2 . 
Dundee 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
93-117 Princes Street. (C) . 
Tel. 0382.43766. 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
46 Dairy Road. 
Tel. 031 .337.2332. 
Elgin 
Bill Marshall, 
11 Commerce Street. 
Tel. 0343.44073. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 / 182 Sidwel I Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 . (C) (S) . 
Fort William 
Nevisport 
131 High Street. 
Tel. 0397 .4921 / 4922 
Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041.221.4531/2 . 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road . 
Tel. 041 .332.5533. 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street, (M), 
Tel. 041 .332.4814. 
Glasgow 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041.221.4007 . 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S) . 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road . 
Tel. 021.550.9748. 
Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd ., 
28 John William Street. 
Tel. 0484.23165 . (C) (Ml. 
Inverness 
Clive Rowland, 
60 Academy Street, 
Tel. 0463.38746. 
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Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road 
Tel. 0596.73524 . 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C) . 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 . 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532 .31024 . 

Leeds 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
21 / 22 Grand Arcade . . (C). 
Tel. 0532.458634. 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road (S). 
Tel. 0533.551952 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 051 .709.6912. 
Liverpool 
Smith Beyes Ltd. 
43 Harrington St., 2 
Tel. 051.236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682 .327 . 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01.723.5252. 
London 
Alpine Sports 
10-12 Holborn, E.C.1. (S) 
Tel. 01.404.5681. 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
146 Holborn, E.C .1. 
Tel. 01 .405.4426. 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
53-54 Rathbone Place, W.1. 
Tel. 01.636.6645. (C). 
London 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836.8541 /7 . 
Luton 
Out & About, 
20 Stuart Street, 
Tel. 0582.38952. 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd .), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167. 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 . (C) (M) (S) . 
Manchester, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road, 
Tel. 061.928.6613. 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) . 
Tel. 061 .834.7119. 
Manchester 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340. 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629 .3750. 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre Ltd. , 
34 Dean Street . (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0632.23561 . 
Newcastle-upon-1 tne 
Montane Ltd., 
12 Grey Street. 
Tel. 0632.24941 . 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
The Four Seasons, 
115-117 Northumberland St. 

North Wales: Deinolen 
Clogwyn Climbing Gear Ltd ., 
Clwt.y-Bont LL55 3DE 
Tel. 028.682.551. 

Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
15 Westlegate. 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner , 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . (S). 
Tel. 0602.47230. 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 York sh ire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061.620.3900. 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 T url Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110. 
Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sports, 
Middlegate. . 
Tel. 0768.4505 . 
Penrith 
Mountain Craft, 
4 Castlegate. 
Tel. 0768.64513. 
Penzance 
Ellis Br igham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portmadoc 
Madoc Sport 
118 High Street 
Tel. 0766.3617 
Portsmouth 
Safari, The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705.29410. 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903. 
Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196. 
Rotherham 
The Adventure Centre, 
The Guardian Centre, 
Tel. 0709 68660. 
Sheffield ------

Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742 .56018. 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) . 
Tel. 0742 .25631. 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road . 
Tel. 0274 .592422. 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 . 
Stockport 
Alpenstock 
2 Port Street. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley . 
Tel. 0782 .266137. 
Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel . 09406.229. 
Wells, Somerset 
Rocksport , 
Bus Station , Wells . 
Tel. 0749.73054 . 
WindP.rmere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
2 Victoria Street . 
Tel. 09662.4876. 

York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904 .53567. 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment , 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 117 . 
Oslo 
Sport Co . A /S, 
Mountain and Ski Equ ipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt .6 . 
Tel. (2) 110363.44 7381 . 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 
Dolfisport, 
Snemandsvej la , 2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 02 .94 .87.94. 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineer ing 
and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907 .272.1811 . (C) (M) (S) . 

. California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705 . 
Tel.415.548.1371. (C) (S). 
California : Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735. 
California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave. , 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Fresno 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
7257 North Abby Road, 93650 
Tel. 209.431.7125. (C) (S) . 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet , 
951 Footh ill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 . (C) (S) . 
California : La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S). 
California·:· Modesto 
Robbins Mountain Shop, 
1508 Tenth Street, 95354. 
Tel. 209.529.6917. (C) (S). 

California : Palo Alto 
The North Face 
383, University Ave. , 94301 
Tel. 415.327 .1563 (C)(M)(S) . 

California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 
443 12th Street, 92101 . 
Tel. 714.232.2167. (C)(M)(S). 
California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California : San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave ., 93401 . 
Tel. 805.541 .1533. (C) (M) (S) . 

California : Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mtneering, 
3040 State Street, 931 05 
Tel. 805.682.1083 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
3251 Mono Way, 95370 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982 .7408. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616. 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineer ing 
2020 30th Street, 80301 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Colorado Springs 
The Cobbler, 
1 0 South 25th Street, 80904. 
Tel. 303.475.7626. 
Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.6419 (C) (M) (S) . 
Colorado: Durango 
Pineneedle Mountaineering 
835 Main Ave., Suite 211 , 
81301. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303 .247 .8728 . 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Tel. 303 .586.5391 . 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M) . 
Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220. {C) (M) (S). 
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Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133.(C)(M)(S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832.(C)(M)(S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
1041, Commonwealth Avenue, 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C)(M)(S). 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Ave. South, 55454. 
Tel. 612.339.3433. (C)(M)(S). 
Michigan: East Lansing 
Great Lakes Mountain Supply, 
541 East Grand River Ave., 
48823. 
Tel. 517.351'.2060. 

Montana: Hamilton 
Expeditions International 
215 Main St., (Box 1040), 
59840. 
Tel. 406.363.3440. (C)(S). 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287. 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall , 
Tel. 607.272.6868. (C)(M)(S). 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
-14 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S) . 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East, 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C)(M)(S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
880 W' Lancaster Ave., 19010 
Tel. 215.527.3616. 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536. 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106 
Tel. 801.466.2101. (C)(M)(S) . 
Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (M)(S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 llthAvenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C)(M)(S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M)(S). 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105. 
Tel. 206.633.4431 . 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020. (C)(M)(S). 
Washington: Wenatchee 
Asplund's Ski Touring, 
1544 N.Wenatchee Ave.,98801. 
Tel. 509.662.6539. (C)(M)(S) . 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C)(M)(S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H H Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447 . 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H H Petr ie Sporting Goods Inc. 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S) . 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton M0untaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C)(M)(S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S)(C). 

All the ·Munros (Scotland's 3000ft peaks) in a single walk! 
Read the classic book HAMISH'S MOUNTAIN WALK by 
Hamish Brown (£7 .50) 

THE MOUNTAIN SPIRIT. A beautifully illustrated book 
which appeals alike to the seeker of wisdom and to the practical 
mountaineer . Edited by Harold Drasdo and Michael Tobias (£7 .95) 

ON MOUNTAINS. Geology - Exploration -Weather - Flora and 
Fauna - Mythology ('All the lore one needs' - Trevor-Allen, 
Contemporary Review) by John Jerome (£7.50) 

VICTOR GOLLANCZ LTD. 
14 Henrietta Street, London WC2E BQJ 
Telephone 01-836 2006 

DON'T THROW THEM AWAY 
Your back issues of Mountain are wanted. Will pay premium price. 
Also will swap or sell some extras, as available. Formerly B. Beck. 

Now - Dave Willson, 3 Harlesden Road, St. Albans, Al 1 4LE, England. 
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• cont1nu1ng 20 years of gu1d1ng & alpine 1nstruc11on 

PALISADE SCHOOL OF MOUNTAINEERING 

'THIIBOC. 
THE STRONGEST MOST ADVANCED 
ICE TOOL AVAILABLE. 
Pick & Handle are continuous, one piece, 
certified steel . All points are differentially 
heat treated to prevent brittleness. 
Available in 47° straight droop or curved 
pick . (Wt. 1.6oz.) 

U.S. Post paid $65 .00 each 

Specify straight or curved pick 

For free information write or call I.C.E. 
714 - 5325954 

INTERNATIONAL CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 
669 Whilshire Pl. Newbury Park, Ca. U.S.A. 

INfERNt\T ION t\L 
N\OUNft\lN 
CLIN\BING SCHOOL INC. 

INrERNMIONM 
N\OUNrl\lN CLIN\BING 
SCH©L INC. 

FREE THE ALASKAN MOUNTAINS 

The east's most advanced 
school 

Instructor and student 
courses 

Brochure from, 
Paul Ross, Box 1277, 
North Conwav. 
N.H03860 U.S.A. 
603·356-2701 

The National Park Service can now impose anything from a permit system to an 
outright ban on climbing. Failure to comply carried a penalty of $500 and 6 
months imprisonment. There is no legal recourse available to climbers. The real 
problems associated with mountaineering offer. no justification for the type of 
regulations Park Service bureaucrats impose on climbers. 
In Alask(I the Park Service refuses to accept a voluntary registration system. It 
opposes laws that would require it to prove the justification for regulations. The 
Park Service's statements are contradictory and misleading. 
Now, we have a very real chance to gain a Congressional investigation of the need 
for limiting the Park Service's discretionary authority. We are requesting 
mountain climbers in all nations to support this effort by writing a letter to 
Congressman Harold Runnels, 1535 Longworth Bldg. , Washington D.C. 20515, 
U.S.A. Express the view that the N.P.S. has proven its incompetence at trying to 
regulate the mountains and that their arbitrary authority must be investigated 
and legally restricted. 
Please support the Alaskan Alpine Club's efforts to keep Government out of the 
Alaskan mountains. Buy our poster (shown in Mountain# 70) from yolJr local 
climbing store. Please send contributions. Write letters. 
When the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration threatened new regulations that 
would restrict many sport parachuting centers in the U.S., the skydivers respcnded 
with 6,000 letters of protest that helped defeat those regulations. 

Alaskan Alpine Club, 3641 Sandvik, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701. 



The Bodyhuggers 

Our exciting f/ormat frame is constructed ~ ~ 
from twin aluminium strips moulded into 
double thickness karrimat material with extra 
protective padding. It fits into a special frame 
pocket and is additional to the chevron- , 
stitched padded back. 
The /format can be shaped to fit you ________________ __. 

personally. It enhances the superb comfort of 
the "bodyhuggers" and, coupled with the 
precisely located harness attachment points, 
ensures maximum stability in action. It's tough, 
malleable and doubles as a bivi seat 

For further details, write to 
karrimor International Ltd., Box BH M 

Avenue Parade, Accrington, 
Lancashire. 

... or visit your nearest 
karrimor specialist dealer 

The f/ormat is only one of many important 
design improvements to the Alpiniste. 
Others are:-

• A new extendable flap. • A new 'S' cut 
back for stability and comfort • A rising base 
to keep the load close to the body and to reduce 
the risk of the sac catching on steep descents. 
• A narrower, yet thicker, harness for greater 
comfort • Double riveted haul loop for 
greater security. • The Haston tunnel for hip 
belt storage (ilfustrated) . • A new shape and a 
new colour in KS-1 OOe ... the material specially 
developed for rucsacs by karrimor. 



CRAMPONS 
Salewa of Munich is the world market leader in crampons. 

This position is assured by design , quality and volume. 

SALEWA QUALITY CONTROL is highly developed and enables 

them to give a 10 year guarantee against breakage. 

All 4 frame members of each pair of crampons are individually 

tested. The 'Tested' stamp is impressed automatically ONLY if 

the hardness is within the parameters set. Write to Karrimor for 

the new Salewa Alpine Technology Catalogue. 

Salewa Everest Crampons: 1 size adjustable. 

Send for our fully illustrated technical catalogue to: Mrs. D.P. Long, Karrimor International Limited, Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes. 
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Identify these peaks. 
All mountains are in the 

KARAKORAM HIMALAYA. 

Closing date for entries 
31st March 1980 

0--------------------

8 _~--- ~a e _____________ ~ Snowdon 
~LlanberisGwynedd, _.. e _____________ 0 N. Wales I.J..55 4HE. ::, 

4) ____________ ~ Tel: Llanberis ~ 
G ~~---------- .,. (028 682) 5 

Specify axe size-16", 19", 21 ", 24" . ---------------------
Printed in England by Loxley Brothers Limited, Sheffield and London 
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KANGCHENJUNGA 
NORTH RIDGE 1979 

Sleeping bags and suits in Gore-Tex 
by Mountain Equipment. 



akes Great Looking Climbers 

PETER STORM ALSO MANUFACTURES: 

SUPER TOUGH PVC FOUL 
WEATHER GEAR 
" NO SWEAT" FOUL WEATHER GEA.if 

PROOF.ED PURE 
WOOL SWEATERS AND CAPS 

ND SPORTING SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 
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