


~ ~-Jaguar 7 
------------

NEW JAGUAR 7 features for 79/80 

(r,n) riJ,i1 
Specially positioned top pocket for extra head clearance and 
extendable flap. Extension/Snowlock sewn in. 

'KS-lOOe' - THE WORLD'S FIRST 
WATERPROOF TEXTURISED 
RUCSAC FABRIC. 

t(KS-lOOe is a registered trade mark of 
karrimor International Limited.) 

The sac for 
all seasons 
and all 
continents 
JAGUAR7 
Only available in the 
new KS-lO0e fabric, t 
this sac is something 
special. 

It has VERSATILITY 
as it's second name, 
with it you can: 

A. Use it as a general 
purpose Alpine sac. 
B. Add pockets to 
make it a 70 litre sac for 
carrying gear to the hut. 
C. Carry skis for ski
mountaineering. 
D. Convert it to a 
'clean' sac for rock
climbing and big routes 
by removing the frame, 
hip belt and pocket 
straps. (A piece of 
karrimat can be inserted 
into the frame pocket). 

For further details send for our fully 
illustrated price list & technical guide to 
Mrs. M . Long, karrimor 
International ltd., Avenue Parade, 
Accrington, Lancashire, BBS 6PR. 



No. 1 in Europe 

No. 1 in Ice Climbing 

karrimor (I) f:ralc 

No. 1 in 
Cross-Country Ski-ing 
karrimor, karrimat, karibou, Jaguar, Papoose, Aergo, Simploc. 
Clinchlock, Cougar. 7th Grade, Haston, Lynx and KS-1 OOe are 
registered trade marks world wide of karrimor International ltd. 

For more information contact Dept. M. T. karrimor International Ltd., Avenue Parade, Accnngton, Lanes, England. 
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The 'Saunders Mountaln Tent' which has been extensively tested during the last twelve months is 
now introduced with the loOowlng specillcations. The coated nylon flysheet is available In various 
colour combinations and the tent is supplied with an external 4-oz. coated nylon snowflap, eye-letted 
at all comers and conveniently placed on the inside of the two bell-end doorways to act as an extra 
draught/groundsheet flap. The tent is supported by inclined alloy A-poles, shock cord linked and 
sleeved to the main body to provide urutvaDed stability. The unique Saunders Snow Sleeve on the 
ridge takes the Snowline which links both A-poles and provides extra tension to the ridge for use in 
extreme conditions. The generous beU ends have a nylon zipped dooiway which can be folded or 

Introducing the NEW 
Saunders Mountain Tent 

rolled back to a number of positions. _-,,.I 

The inner is available In polyester/cotton and has a deep !rayed Acrylic silicone<oated 
groundsheet. Zipped doorways are provided at each· end of the inner, plus an additional zipped 
mosquito net door at one end The inner is rubber tension linked to the side puU-out flaps on the fly and "1 
can by erected after the outer has been pitched. ~---~-nn1 .. 1W:V 
DIMENSIONS WEIGHT ' • · ' 
Fl.YSHEET 
0--all lenglh 16T (424 an.) 

0--allwldlh 70"(178an.) 
'Body-' 8T x 70"(221an. x 178an.) 
BeJJocndo 40" x 70"(102an. x 178an.) 
Height to ridge 43• (109 an.) , 

INNER 
0-,alllenglh 90"(229an.) 
0--all width 60" (152 an.) 

4 -•. < ... 

Complete (with polyater/cottoo inMT) "' 

9 lb. 13 oz. (4.45 kg.) -

Complete (wtth polyate-r/cotton lnMT • 
and snowtlapo) 
lllb.(SOkg.) ~ ,_ 

ROBE 
SAUN 

.... 

s 

TopTeft11 Pleaae send for our full colour brochure (stamp appreciated) to ROBERT SAUNDERS (ClilGw.ELL) LI!'fITED, Five Oaks Lane, Chigwell, Essex, England. 

I , 
charlet moser 
ice tools at 

a9it 
ouq_tairt 

93 Castleton Road, Hope, 
via Sheffield S30 2RO 
Tel. 0433 20516. 
Send SAE for Catalogue. 

The Staufen is a 
medium weight boot 
from this maker 
of comfortable 
quality boots. 

International Mountain Achives 

The "Deutsche Alpenverein" (DAV) has decided to prepare 
international mountain achives: all remarkable ascents of 
mountains all over the world shall be recorded for the 
benefit of the alpinists of all nationalities. Toni Hiebeler 
has been entrusted with this task. The DAV asks all alpine 
federations, associations, clubs and all alpinists-even if they 
are non-members - to contribute to the success of this 
work: with information reports on expeditions or private 
mountain climbs, on new regulations, changed traffic 
conditions - in short everything which seems to be worth 
knowing for alpinists in the respective regions. After 
completion the INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN 
ARCHIVES shall be at everybody'.s disposal as information 
source. Address: INTERNATIONALES BERGARCHIV, 
Deutscher Alpenverein, Praterinsel 5, D 8000 Munchen 22, 
Tel: 089/29 30 86, Telex : 5-22282. 



1. Twist 2. Pull 

CLOGWVN CLIMBING GEAR 
Deiniolen - Gwynedd - North Waln - U.K. 
Telephone: Llanberia (028682) 551 

Screwgate Security 
Twistlocks 
Twist a quarter of a turn to 
open, pull back to clip on, 
release gate to lock off. 
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wo~JrJ:'::tht;i~fit::1I!~le~b~ots? 
, Peter Habeler and Kasting er have come a long way together. 

Like up to the top of Everest and back, Alpine style, no oxygen, no Sherpa backing. 
Needless to say a climber ofHabeler's experience is 1::iretty fussy about what he 

puts on his feet. 
Yet he was more than happy to put his name to Kastinger's new Superleicht boots. 

Take a quick look at their specification and it's easy to see why. 
Peter Habeler Superleichts are impermeable to everything except air. 

Something to be thankful for when you're up to 
your ankles in icy water. 

A laminated wooden shank runs through 
!W· the ~oles fron:i t_oe to ~eel. So in effect you're 

···· · standmg on a ng1d, sohd wooden base, steady 
as the Rock of Gibraltar. 

Inside, your feet are enclosed in soft padded leather to make sure they're 
as comfortable as possible. -

And lastly, as their name suggests, Superleicht boots 
are exceptionally light. So light you could almost be forgiven for 
thinking you were wearing nothing more than ordinary shoes. 

Now, for the first time, Peter Habeler Superleicht boots are 
available in Britain as part of a range of specialist climbing boots 

selected for sole distribution by Ardblair. 
Other boots especially chosen include the complete Cima Range, as well as 

Kinder and Wander. 
Between them all, whether you're going up Everest the hard way or simply 

hillwalking in Snowdonia, you'll find the right boot for the job. 
To see the complete range drop in at any good sports shop. Or, in case of 
difficulty write to Ardblair Sports Importers at the address below. 

' best !~~fo0~~~e: ~~~uf~~~~:s~~~~t~~0J~~~ ~~ 
.. ~ · on the ground. Ardblair ... 

Ardblair Sports Importers Ltd, James Street, Blairgowrie, Perthshire PH 10 6EZ Telephone : Blairgowrie (0250) 3863 



~ PHOENIX ·Helmet 
■ 
■ = DESIGNED FOR THE 
I SPECIAIJST 

Red, Gold, Brown and 
White. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

An extremely 
comfortable continental
style helmet providing 
lightweight head 
protection for the 
discerning climber. 

Featuring a single 
size shell with adjustable 
harness and headband 
ii is suitable for head sizes 
up lo 7½ (British). 

Well ventilated and 
fitted with elastic securing 
straps for lamp battery 
pack. goggles. etc . it is 
available in a choice 
of four colours including 

Weight (average) 
lib (.5kgs). 

I PHOENIX 1 moontameermG 

I 
I 

Coquetdale Trading Estate. 
Amble, Morpeth. 
Northumberland. NE65 OPE. 
Tel. Amble (0665) 710934. 

A Phoenix.quality p roduct Don't settle for less. 

PeA.Ks 
AUSTRALASIAN 

MOUNTAIN JOURNAL 
4 issues 

$A 14 
Robert McMahon, Ed itor, 

Post Office, Exeter 7251 , Tasman ia, Australia 

Get the benefits of Jansport sty I 1 

in performances a 
you b 

Send for course deta ils to : 
CLUB VAGABOND, 
1854 Leysin, Switzerland. 

-., Director: 
l' Peter Boardman. 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF MOUNTAINEER/NS 

BECK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
• Hand-made of neoprene nylon in our sma ll shop 
• Used by the most active c l imbers in Europe 
• Re l ied upon for Ka rakoram and H ima laya expeditions 
• Makers of t he Chouinard crampon st raps 
• Unconditionally Guaranteed 
• Internationa l orders we lcome - Fast service 
• Send 15<! stam p o r equi va lent for ca talog. 

Beck, Dept. K, 4025 State St. , #54 Santa Barbara , CA 93110 USA 

mountaineering 
equipmsnt 

by 

WILD 
c.ounTRY 

TOWN HEAD 'NOU:S 
EYAM 

SHEFFIELD 
530 1RD 
ENGLAND 

TtLIPHONl 0433 30091 
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For all climbing situations. 
Especially recommended for 
Sea Cliff Climbing, Instruction 
and Training, Mountain 
Rescue, TV and Film Work. 

CONTACT 2000 
This new item of equipment within the rope to the unit at the Accessories available: 

greatly improves communication other end. Loudspeaker/Microphone 
between climbers in situations where The performance and handling Unit for Mountain Rescue 
normal voice communication is often characteristics are similar to Elite Winch Teams. 'T' Pieces for TV 
difficult and sometimes impossible. Everdry Rope. A top quality climbing Filming and Recording. Details on 

A lightweight headset consisting rope exceeding UIAA requirements. request. 
o! a hi_gh fidelity 1;11icrophon~ and ear Prices including Rope and pair of USA CLIMBERS 
piece is moulde_d m_ to one piece and Headset/Amplifier Units, excluding "Something 'Ma Bell' does not supply!" 
attached to a chm~mg he!met or head batteries. Overseas customers: Freight/Post 
band by 1:neans of velcro · ~h~ 12mm x 45m £217.90 inc VAT quotations on request. 
Hea~s~t is c?nnected to a mmiature 12mm x 50m £228.90 inc v AT 
amplifier umt powered by a 9v 
battery and carried by means of a 
neck cord. 

After tying on, the amplifier unit 
is plugged in to the end of the rope 
and switched on. The high quality 
communication link is then 
established through flexible wire 
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Other lengths to special order. 
Weight 102g/m 
CF Parcel Post and Packing (inland) 
£2.66 Compensation Fee 52p extra. 

Mail Order: Roger Turner 
Mountain Sports, 120 Derby Road, 
Nottingham, England. 

CALLIN FORA 
DEMONSTRATION 

120 Derby Road, Nottingham and 
London Road, Leicester. 



• Fully upholstered back cut in a 
Vee to lift the load high, providing 
a maximum stability to the large 
throat of the sac. 
• Hip fins and quick-release 
Bergbuckle allow load support on 
hips (as Cyclops). 
• Sac throat closed by drawcord 
and cordgrip and sealed by the 
unique double Vee tapes and side 
gussets of a 
• Superbly fitted lid. 
• Zipped camera pocket on lid. 
• Crampon/accessory attachments 
platform on lid. 
• Compression straps for stabilis
ing the sac when partially full or to 
reduce the bulk of a synthetic 
sleeping bag. They also allow the 
attachment of detachable pockets 
to increase capacity. 
• Two broad tapes running the 
length of the sac terminate in 
stiched, rivetted loops to ensure a 
stable and strong hauling system. 
• Loops on tapes allow the correct 
position to be selected for securing 
the axes and hammers that may be 
carried in the two loops. 
• Front fastening straps run under 
the base of the sac for strapping 
on additional items, eg. mats and 
stuff bags. 
• Quick-release lid buckles provide 
~ um convenience of entry to 
':fnersac. 

Capacity 52 litres. 

VECTOR 
simply loaded with 

features 
When we designed the VECTOR it was an 
answer to the popular demands of both climbers 
and backpackers. Not only is it stylish in 
appearance, but functional and rugged, with a 
host of special features. Made in hard-wearing 

Cordura, its anatomic shape hugs the back 
giving a firm and comfortable carry. 
VECTOR-What more do you want from a rue
sac (except to know that it won't hurt your 
pocket!-check you local stockist for price). 

bc,ghau, 
34 Dean Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1 PG, England. 

Telephone: (0632) 23561. Telex: 537728 Bghaus G 
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ThlS design makes maximum use of the area under the flysheet 
Thus a spacious one-man unit becomes an adequate tent for two ultra 
lightweight travellers 

Double zips on this very roomy front bell proVJde for a sheltered 
entrance and cookmg/ storage area whatever the weather 

The rear zip allows for easy pitching of the inner and useful extra 
storage space for 'dead' gear 

Easy pllching ( flysheet first) IS lac1lilated by the shock-corded poles 

I PHOENIX I moontamnrmG 

and pegging points which are fitted as 
standard 

The inner IS fitted with pockets 

I 
I 
8 

Height (Apex) Inner I OOcms 

fly I 12cms 

Width (Front ) Inner 135cms ( lleor) 87cms 

( Front ) Fly I 78cms 

Length Inner 200cms 

fly 350cms 

Weight 2 3kg 51b 2oz 

Coquetdale Trading Estate. 
Amble, Morpeth. . 
Northumberland, NE65 OPE 
Tel. Amble (0665) 710934. 

A Phoenix quality product. Don't settle for less. 

'THEEBOC' 
THE STRONGEST MOST ADVANCED 
ICE TOOL AVAILABLE. 
Pick & Handle are continuous, one piece, 
certified steel. All points are differentially 
heat treated to prevent brittleness . 
Available in 47° straight droop or curved 
pick. (Wt. 1.6oz.) 

SpBCify straighr or curv11d pick 

For free information write or call I.C.E. 
714 · 5325954 

INTERNATIONAL CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 

Shirts 
MOAC Rangers, 
hardwearing, 
long lasting shirts 
designed for 
outdoor activities. 
Available in a 
wide range of 
fabrics, 
colours 
and styles. 

' ~-, ... f:t;,: 
""'-~ ~--. 
:.. . .. 

421 Rancho Santiago, Orange, CA. 92669, U.S.A. 

~~~ ~ 
~~~~---~ .. :.:~~::·~- . 
r..., ...... · - ~J' .,..,·- J 
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IMATE TENTS 10,ZOFF 

£19·95 USERS £23il5 
EEDLCORD 

ERPROOFS ~ £14-95 
BERGHAUS BERGJAC 

* FIBRE PILE Jl<TS 
ALPINE SPORTS ARCTIC JKT 

s)Z95 £9-95 

* DOWN S/BAGS £B!,:95 £59-50 
ULTIMATE DOWN EXPERIENCE DX 470 * HILLWALKING BOOT ~5 £29-95 
BRIXIA BRIANZA 

• 
• 

OUR PRICES ARE INSANE 

450, Sauchiehall St., 
Glasgow G2. 
(Opens 23rd August '80) 

Centresport, 
Merrion Centre, 
Leeds. 

10/12 Holborn, 
London, EC1. 
Tel 01 404 5681 

138, Western Rd., 
Brighton, Sussex. 
Tel 0273 26874 

For all mail orders please inc 95p for post & packing. Tel: 0532 452917 9 



A kernmantel rope consists of two 
parts, the Kern (core) and the Mantel 
(sheath). 

• The Kern, the inner part of the rope 
is the main load bearing sectton, 
and is responsible for the strength 
and stretch of the rope . 

..._ ___ _, • The Mantel, the outer part of the rope 
is braided to protect the Kern against abrasion . 
The Mantel also provides the " feel " 
of the rope . 

The original perlon Kernmantle rope by its 
construction is soft and easy to handle, has high 
abrasion resistance and is totally dependable. 

oin 
ampion? 

"I completely trust Edelrid ropes." 

Ask your dealer for an Edelrid catalogue. It 
contains the world's fullest range of climbing ropes 

'I completely trust Edelrid ropes and take them 
on every climb, they've a nice feel and handle 
extremely well in any conditions. Edelrid are the 
best. 

And I suggest that as your life depends on it, 
and safety fittings or write to 
Edelrid Postfach 1240, D7972 lsny, 
West Germany. 

10 

DELHI 
you'd be a fool not to go for the 
best'. 
• Ron Fawcett: BBC2 Rock Athlete= 1980 



OUR GLASGOW SHOP 
OPENS ON 

AUGUST 23rd I 

I 

I 

450, SAUCHIEHALL STREET, 
GLASGOW G2. 
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Go 
anywhere 

gear 
We stock possibly the widest range of high quality 
equipment for climbers in Britain at extremely 
competitive prices. 

Famous brands we stock include: 
Ace, Atkinsons, Beaufort, 
Belstaff, Berghaus, Blacks, 
Boylan, Bukta, Bulldog, 
Camp Trails, Caravan, 
Chouina~d. Clog, 
Dachstein, Daimor, Edelrid, 
Edelweiss, Galibier, G. & H., 
Grenfell, Hawkins, Helly 
Hansen, Henry Lloyd, Hiatt, 
Howarth, lnteralp, Janus, 
Javlin, Joanny, Jumar, 
Karrimor, Mammut, Mascot, 
Millet, Moac, 

Mountain, M.S.R., North 
Cape, North Wall , Oldham, 
Optimus, Peck, P. & 0 ., 
Point Five, Mountain House, 
Bia Band, Raven, Rohan, 
Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Seal Fur, Sigg, Silva, 
Simond, Snowdon, Solar, 
Sprayway, Springlow, 
Sticht, Stubai, Sunto, 
Tenson, Tilley, Trangia, 
Troll, Ultimate, Vango, 
Viking, Wild Water, Wilkie, 
Yakpak. 

SPECIAL OFFER - best buy in the U.K 
F & T 45m x 11 mm Kernmantel Rope. Holds 6 UIAA Falls. 
Prices (inc 15% VAT) £29.95 45m x 9mm £24.80. 
Send for our free mail order catalogue offer ing substant ial 
reductions, or visit our shop, open Mon-Fri 9-5, Thurs . 4-1 
Sat 9-4.30. Access and Barclaycard accepted . 

EXPORT & CONTRACT 
We have a special contract department for club, 
expedition and educational orders, and for a personal 
and direct export. 

Please send me:-

0 Further details of Field & 
Treks own label equipment and full 

catalogue. 

0 Details of ~eron Optical (Our 
associate optical company.) 

0 The Backpacker Gear Guide 60p 

NAME ___________ _ 

ADDRESS ___________ _ 

MB 

,,.. 

.... 

NTAIN 
Number 74 July/August 1980 UK 70p US $2 .25 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Kangchenjunga, Dhaulagiri 
Big new alpine style routes 
NEPAL 

Everest (29,028ft) 
A Polish expedition led by Andrzej 
Zawada succeeded in climbing 
the South Pillar, between the 
South West Face Route and the 
Original Route, leading directly to 
the South Summit. And rzej Czok 
and Jerzy Kukuczka reached the 
summit on May 19. They report 
that the route was not extremely 
difficult technically, most of the 
climbing was on the snow fields 
to the right side of the Pillar. 
A Basque Expedition succeeded 
on the Original Route. Martin 
Zabaleta and Pasang Temba 
Sherpa reached the summit on 
May 14 bivouacing near the 
South Summit on the way down. 
On the North Side of Everest a 
large, heavily- sponsored 
Japanese circus placed three 
members on the summit. Yazuoh 
Kato made the summit solo via 
the Northeast Ridge on May 3. The 
rest of the Northeast Ridge party 
stopped at 26,500ft hampered 
apparently by the necessity of 
using oxygen, fixed ropes and 
carrying a colour video camera 
and tape recording gear. Takashi 
Ozaki and Tsuneoh Shigehiro 
reached the Summit via a Direct 
Route on the North Face finishing 
via the Hornbein Couloir on May 
10. 

Lhotse (27,890ft) 
Nicolas Jaeger, the well known 
French climber, vanished during a 
solo attempt on the South Face. 
He first tried a Direct Route but 
abandoned it at about 20,000ft 
because of avalanches. He then 
set off on a route to the right 
towards Lhotse Spur and was last 
seen on April 28 just above 
26,250ft. Jaeger was one of the 
world's few mountaineers who 
might have managed to pull off 
the impossible, a solo ascent of 
this huge technically difficult 
face. Apparently he failed . 
The Spanish Expedition, 
Expedicio Bajes, abandoned their 
attempt via the West Face after 
the death of a Sherpa in an 
avalanche on May 16. 

Kangchenjunga (28,208ft) 
The Sangakudoshikai Expedition 
led by Masatsugu Konishi 
succeeded in climbing the North 
Face Direct. The route taken lies to 
the right of that taken by the 
Anglo-French Expedition reported 
in Mountain 68. The team 
encountered difficulties on the 
rock band in the centre of the 
North Face where they resorted to 
fixed ropes. Employing a similar 
style to the North East Ridge 
Expedition they then made two 
lightweight pushes to the 
summit. 
On May 14 Ryoichi Fukada, 
Haruichi Kawamura, Shomi 
Suzuki , Noae Sakashita and 

Sirdar Ang Phurba reached the 
summit. On May 17 Motomu 
Omiya, Dr. Toshitaka Sakano, 
Sherpa Dawa Norbu and Sherpa 
Pemba Tshering reached the 
summit. Masatsugu Konishi and 
the cameraman Akutsu acted in 
support of the second party. No 
oxygen was used on this ascent of 
a major face notorious for its 

objective danger. 
An expedition led by Dr. Karl 
Herrligkoffer succeeded in 
repeating the Original British 
Route, South West Face. Georg 
Ritter (West German), Nima 
Dorjee and Lhakpa Gyalbu 
reached the summit on May 15. 
(See also Yalungkang.J 

Top : Dhaulagiri'. East Face, route and 
bivouacs marked. The North East 
Ridge is right skyline. Bottom : 
Kangchenjunga North Face. Showing 
19 79 Anglo-French and Japanese 
1980 direct routes. Photo: Doug Scott. 
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Yalungkang (27~668ft) 
The University of Mexico 
Expedition attempted the Spanish 
1979 Southwest Fate Route. 
Despite the fact that none of the 
climbers had any previous 
Himalayan experience and their 
expedition was half the size of the 
German expedition to 
Kangchenjunga the Mexicans 
appear to have been the prime 
route finders for the common 
section of the route to Camp 4 . 
On May 4 Hugo Saldana, Alfonso 
Medina and Chawang Rinze 
Sherpa reached within 100ft of 
the summit. By agreement the 
Sherpa turned back because of 
freezing fingers. He reports that 
he heard Saldana shout that he 
was on the summit. Medina was 
trying to go to the top as well but 
both Mexicans were never seen 
again . A tragic end to what was 
otherwise a very successful 
expedition . 

Dhaulagiri 1 (26, 795ft) 

Alex Maxlntyre (U.K.) Rene Ghilini 
(France) Wojciech Kurtyka and 
Ludwick Wilczyczynski (Polish) 
succeeded in climbing the East 
Face in a three day push May 6-9. 
The ascent was made in virtually 
continuous blizzard and spindrift . 
Bivouac conditions included one 
night passed by Kurtyka hanging 
from a poor belay unable to get 
into his sleeping bag with a 
bivouac sack upside down over 
his head, with the other three 
fairing little better. The climbers 
also reported that the lack of 
electric storms in the Himalaya is 
a myth , as they climbed in one for 
2½ days! About two thirds of the 
Face was water ice. Having 
gained the Northeast Ridge on the 
third day the party retreated down 
it to Base Camp. Returning one 
week later they climbed to the 
summit via the Northeast Ridge 
reaching there on May 18. 
Alex MacIntyre adds this 
comment on the relations with 
the Swiss team :-
"A large Swiss Expedition was 
present on the Northeast Ridge. 
We are grateful to them for 
allowing us to operate on 'their' 
route. 
At all times we made our initial 
advances without their help, e.g . 
we established our camp on the 
col in advance of them, we 
climbed and descended the 
Northeast Ridge from 24,600ft 
before they had even begun to 
establish ropes and camps on the 
ridge. However, their 'presence' 
is undeniable. We did not hesitate 
to descend whatever fixed ropes 
we later found in place, nor to 
tramp between Base Camp and 
the Col on subsequent occasions 
on their well trodden path . Of all 
the expedtion members the two 
Poles made the greatest effort to 
maintain a separate identity, . 
while the two "West Bloc" 
climbers could be usually found 
in their kitchen cadging Mars 
Bars!" 
The Swiss Expedition referred to 
was organised by Max Eisel in to 
celebrate the 20th Anniversary of 
the first ascent. Led by Hans von 
Kaenel, twelve Swiss, one 
Austrian, one West German and 
three Sherpas reached the 
summit. The Sherpas climbed 
without oxygen and one of them 
went to the summit twice. 

Annapurna I (26,504ft) 
Four Germans and three Sherpas 
from the Deutsche Ski Expedition 
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led by Gustav Harder climbed the 
Dutch Route, North Face May 1/ 3 . 
Conditions were too dangerous 
for them to complete their 
planned ski descent. 

Annapurna II (26,039ft) 
The Polish Himalayan Expedition 
on the South Face and the 
Japanese Expedition qn the North 
Face were abandonded at around 
23,000ft. The leader of the 
Japanese Expedition lkuo Tanabe 
died from exhaustion and 
exposure after a fall. The Polish 
Expedition was halted after two 
members were injured in an 
avalanche. 

Annapurna Ill (24,857ft) 
The Australian Expedition to the 
North Face was abandoned after 
the tragic death of three members 
in an avalanche c.17,500ft on 
March 30. 

Makalu (27,824ft) 
John Roskelley, Jim States, Chris 
Kopcynski and Kim Momb 
climbed the West Pillar, French 
Route. After placing four camps, 
and with Momb confined to Base 
Camp with pulled tendons in his 
knees, Roskelley, States and 
Kopcynski reached 27 ,300ft on 
May 15. Chest deep snow forced 
them on to the Southeast Face. 
After several hours of this they 
returned to the West Ridge. 
Kopcynski felt he was moving too 

. slowly and States was in trouble 
with a knee so they turned back 
500ft below the summit. 
Roskelley continued via a steep 
rock section and snow slope at 
the top of the West Face reaching 
the summit in two hours. In all 
Roskelley and Kopcynski spent 
sixteen days above 24,000ft. No 
oxygen was used on the 
Expedition . 

Ganesh V (22,801ft) 
The Jikei University/ Nepalese 
Joint Expedition succeeded in the 
first ascent. Two Japanese and 
three Sherpas reached the 
summit on April 21 . Four 
Japanese and four more Sherpas 
on April 22 by a route up the 
Northeast Ridge, across the North 
Face to the Northwest Ridge. 

Fang (25,088ft) 
The East Tirol Expedition led by 
Josef Mayer! succeeded in 
climbing this, the highest 
unclimbed Mountain in Nepal , via 
the West Ridge from the South. 
After establishing tour camps the 
leader, Sepp Mayer!, Hermann 
Neumair and Ang Chepal Sherpa 
reached the summit on May 17. 

Baruntse (23,687ft) 
The Spanish (Aragonese) 
Expedition climbed a new route 
by the East Ridge. Four Spaniards, 
one American and one Sherpa 
reached the summit 27 / 28 April. 
The French Expedition attempting 
the North Ridge from the West 
came to a tragic conclusion . The 
leader Julien Graux and Philippe 
Grezat apparently fell from c. 
21,500ft. down the North Face. 
The third member of the 
Expedition had already left after 
himself receiving minor injuries in 
a fall. 

Lamjung Himal (22,91 Oft) 
The Hosei University (Japan) 
Expedition climbed a new route 
on the North Ridge. Kikuo Kazusa, 
Satoshi Nishimura and Zambu 
Sherpa reached the summit May 
13. 

Manaslu (26, 760ft) 
The Korean Expedition led by In 
Jung Lee climbed the Northeast 
Face Route. The summit was 
reached by Seo Dong Hwan and 
two Sherpas Ang Pasang and Ang 
Zawa . 

Sisne (22, 785ft) 
The Swiss (Neuchateloise) 
Expedition reached the North 
Summit (21,226ft) via the 
Northwest Ridge on May 3. Daniel 
Chevallier and Pierre Galland 
found that the sharp saw tooth 
ridge between the North and the 
Main Summits would have taken 
another two weeks to traverse. 

Tamserku (21, 729ft) 
Koji Okano and another Sangaku 
doshikai member Katsujuki 
successfully completed the North 
Face Route they attempted in 
1979 with one camp and two 
bivouacs. 

KISHTWAR 

Kijai Nullah Valley 
A Polish expedtion, organised by 
the Mountain Club Wantule in 
Koszalin, led by Krzysztof 
Lozinski , visited in 1979 the Kijai 
Nullah valley. This is one of the 
less known areas of the Kishtwar 
Himalaya and is very difficult to 
approach. Base camp was set up 
on September 6 at 10, 825ft. A 
prominent Peak 6013m which 
lies on the west ridge was 
attacked via two side peaks 5450 
and 5800m. The rock route is safe 
but difficult (alpine Ill-IV+). The 
three summits were conquered 
(all first ascents) on September 
14 by Stanislaw Gorgon, 
Krzysztof Lozinski, Jan Marczak, 
Josef Makinia and Stanislaw 
Pelczarski . For P. 6013m the 
Poles propose the name of the 
Catholic Pope, John Paul II. 
At the beginning of the expedition 
3 members - Jacek Szczepanski, 
Jan Oficjalski and his wife 
Barbara - left the main group and 
established a separate base 
camp, to attempt Arjuna. On 
September 20 Szczepanski and 
Oficjalski in spite of snowfall 
made a 2 -day reconnaissance and 
did not come back. After 4 days 
Barbara - alone in the wi Id valley 
- tried to look for them, but 
without result. After 8 days she 
began the long and dangerous 
descent. She went 1 0 days, 
slipped and fell down several 
times, wounded and she was 
rescued in a side valley by a native 
hunter. An extensive helicopter 
search revealed no signs of the 
bodies. The expedition had been 
organised by a tourist club, 
without the agreement of the 
Polski Zwiazek alpinizmu. 
Oficjalski and Szczepanski 
climbed in the Alps, but they had 
no experience in high mountain 
climbing . 

GARHWAL 

Rishi Kot (20.460ft) 
Tadeusz Karolczak and Ryszard 
Pawlowski (Poznan, Poland) made 
on September 9, 1979, the first 
ascent of the icy Northwest face of 
Rishi Kot (20,460ft) . The 5,000ft 
face is technically difficult, steep 
at 60-70 degrees, without 
possibility of bivouacs. Bonington 
compared i t to the North face of 
Lauterbrunnen-Breithorn. The 
weather was at first good, but 
afternoon snowfall and cold wind 
made the climb very hazardous. 
The alpine style ascent took 16 
hours, the two Poles reached the 
summit at 10 p.m. They spent the 
night on the summit, descending 
next day to Base Camp. 
Chris Bonington during his 
Changabang expedition attemp
ted the flank with Dougal Haston , 
but retreated several hundred feet 
below the summit. In 1978 a 
party from Brown University 
attempted Rishi Kot by the same 
face, but without success too. 

KARAKORAM 

Dan Asay, Ned Gillette, Kim 
Schmitz and Galen Rowell made a 
ski traverse of the Karakoram. 
They connected the Sachen 
Glacier with the Ba/taro via a 
traverse of the West Face of Sia 
Kangri at 22,500ft travelling 
almost entirely on skis except for 
occasional rappels. 
Porters were used only to get the 
skiers to the snowline. One food 
cache was placed midway in the 
village of Askole, the only 
inhabited place on the journey. 
The final traverse of the Biafo and 
Hispar Glaciers, ending in Hunza, 
was completed in just 8 ½ days. 
The members report this was an 
exceptionally hard trip with less 
rest time and more sustained 
effort than on most big mountain 
ascents. This is the first time such 
a traverse has been made. 

Baltoro Kangri V 
(23,819ft) 
A British expedition made an 
ascent and ski descent of this 
mountain from an ice cave on the 
Conway Saddle at 25,500ft. They 
took three days from th is ice cave 
(bivis at 21,500 and 22,500ft) via 
the 1963 Japanese Route. The 
summit was reached at 2 p.m. in 
excellent weather by six 
members, Friday June 6, Dr. Peter 
Alston, Ian Gray, Phil Ham, Brian 
Hall, Harry Rankin and Jess Stock. 
Alston, Rankin and Stock then 
skied all the way down reaching 
Advanced Base at 9 p.m. This is 
the highest mountain skied from 
its summit. Skis were used 
extensively on the ascent as well. 

Correction 
In Mountain 70we incorrectly 
reported that Kurt Diemberger 
had climbed Broad Peak for the 
second time. Diemberger has 
pointed out that this is rather old 
news as he effectively made two 
ascents of the mountain during 
the celebrated first Ascent 
Expedtion with Herman Buhl in 
195 7. The mountain he in fact 
climbed last summer was 
Gasherbrum 2 which at 8,035 
metres is yet another 8,000 metre 
peak for the durable Austrian 
climber. 

Correspondents: Cheney/Hawley, 
Ikeda, MacIntyre, Nyka. 
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CALIFORNIA 

Joshua Tree 
Correction to Mountain 72 -
Spider Line (5.11 +) was first 
lead by Rick McGregor, a visiting 
climber from New Zealand, in 
Spring 1979. Although John 
Yablonski previously free soloed 
it. 
3rd class (free solo) ascents of 
many of the Monument's harder 
climbs were in vogue this season. 
Probably the most impressive 
solo was of Leave it to Beaver 
(5.12) by John Yablonski, and 
later by John Bachar. It has seen 
much popularity as a top rope 
problem and local test piece. 
Also. Lynn Hill (5'11 ") did this 
route's complex moves and long 
reaches on her second try! Other 
routes seeing free solo action 
include: Left Ski Track, 5.11; 
Spider Line, 5.11 + ; Illusion 
Dweller, 5.1 Oc soloed on sight by 
Yablonski; More Monkey Than 
Funky, 5.11; Bearded Cabbage, 
5.1 Oc; Right Ski Track, 5.1 Ob; and 
the very bold Hot Rocks, 5.11 b/c; 
by Bachar. 
Spider Line was the site of an 
unfortunate accident in which 
Rick Kashner fell during an 
attempted solo, fortunately a 
broken wrist and cuts were the 
only consequences. Kashner 
remarked that he'd learned his 
lesson on Spider Line, but when 
asked what this lesson meant, he 
remarked, "Nothing"I 
Many good and inexperienced 
climbers alike find themselves 
drawn into soloing at Joshua 
Tree, where good weather and 1 
pitch routes lull them into a false 
sense of security. 
It should be noted that many 
harder (5.11 and up) routes are 
repeatedly top roped before they 
are free soloed. 
As elsewhere in the world there 
appears to be dispute. and some 
lies, where the latest new routes 
are concerned. (See Mountain 73, 
British Isles Info.) 
"Much of what was reported in 
Mountain 77 "writes Gibb Lewis, 
"was a bit alarming. There has 

THE ALPS 

been much climbing activity in 
this area this winter. Several new 
routes have been done. A lot of 
excellent bouldering has been 
done - both with and without a 
top rope. The inclusion of the 
phrase 'top rope routes' in the 
Mountain report is very 
distressing . Naming these 
boulder problems and rating 
them as routes implies a severe 
decline in ethics. I suppose next 
we are to see top rope ascents 
listed in the guide as the first free 
ascent." 
Hound Rocks main wall has 
acquired several new lines. 
Crescent Wrench 5.1 Oc (top rope) 
the arching crack left of Tossed 
Green. An Eye to the West 5 .9 
takes the right of parallel cracks 
between the above routes. To the 
right of White Powder 75' are 
Animalitos 5.11 by John Long, 
Erik Erikson and other; and 
Animalargos 5.11 + by Long, 
Randy Vogel. and Lynn Hill. Both 
are overhanging and 
recommended. 
Hemingway Buttress has seen a 
number of new routes and there is 
much promise. 
Are You Experienced, was top 
roped free at 5.11 standard by 
Bachar. Mike Lechlinski and 
Yablonski . Herb Laeger added 
Head Over Heels a 5.1 Ob roof 
problem 1 OOyds right of White 
Lightning. Just right of White 
Lightning is a fun thin crack 
Poodles Are People Too 5.1 Ob by 
Vogel and Charles Cole. Left of 
Prepackaged is Feltoneon Physics 
5.8. 
Right of Taxman is Mr. Bunny 's 
Refund Check. 5.1 Oa. by Vogel 
and Maria Cranor, and further 
right the classic Quantum Jump 
5.1 Od by Laeger. Across from 
Quantum Jump is American 
Express 5.11 by Lechlinski, 
Yablonski and others. 
In the Real Hidden Valley a small 
face near Tumbling Rainbow 
sports 3 new routes - Solosby 
5.1 Ob; Latin Swing 5.11 + and 
Bebop Tango 5.11. Near Houser 
Buttress. Lechlinski and Long 
found Conceptual Continuity, 

5 .11 ; and The Blue Nubian 5.1 Ob. 
John Bachar climbed a very 
difficult roof crack further right 
called Zombie Woof, 5 .12 (top 
rope.) 
Dick Enberg was free climbed, 
without the 40' tree, (it was tied 
back) by Bachar and Lechlinski 
and is considered 5.12 this way. 
On the back of the Peyote Cracks 
formation Bachar climbed Baby 
Apes, 5.13 (top rope). On Echo 
Rock - Ten Conversations At 
Once, 5.1 Oa lies in an arch system 
60ft right of Stick to what. 
Two previously abandoned lines 
on Saddle Rocks were completed 
by Charles Cole, Gibb Lewis and 
Herb Laeger. The High Cost of 
Living, 5.11 lies on the left of the 
main face where it transects the 
roof centrally. A Cheap Way to Die 
5.1 Od climbs the centre of the 
face left of Harlequin and uses 5 
bolts placed on an earlier attempt. 
On Indian Head - Cole, Lewis and 
Laeger added Rude Awakening 
5.1 Oc which climbs 2 pitches left 
of Goof Proof Roof, excellent and 
very steep. 
In Steve Canyon three new routes 
were done on its east side. Left of 
Deflowered is a steep crack and 
face climb called Corain Surgery 
5.1 Ob/c. Right of Deflowered a 2 
pitch route climbs an 
overhanging crack to thin face 
moves. Decompensator of Lahsa 
5.1 Od. A traverse out right at the 
top of Jumping Jack Crack's 
chimney leads to a thin crack 
giving Venutian Face, 5.11. 

Tahquitz Rock 
Gibb Lewis and Charles Cole 
added the New Wave 5.11 / 12 
which starts at The Unchaste and 
joins Flying Circus just above that 
routes aid section. The same team 
added The Hedge 5.1 Od a 1 pitch 
climb which starts at the Open 
Book and travereses to The Edge. 

COLORADO 

Eldorado Canyon 
False Prophet, 5 .11. takes the 
steep corner left of Sidewall, by 

-Dolomite winter climbs 
WINTER 

DOLOMITES 

Civetta 
Czech climbers Jan Doubal, Josef 
Nezerka. Stanislav Silhari and 
Zuzana Charvatova, a 20 year old 
lady climber, made the first winter 
ascent of the Via degli amici/ 
Messner in early March . 

Piccola Civetta 
Czechs Jan Porvaznik, Peter 
Valovic made the first ascent of a 
new route, the Czechoslovakian 
route on the North West Face 
(V +, A3) in early March . The 
climb took 7 days. 

Punta Civetta 
Czechs Jan Fulka and Miroslav 
Smid made the first winter and 
second overall ascent of the Via 
dei Fodom (Vl, A2) in five days in 
early March. 

Torre Alleghe 
Czechs Jan Doubal. Josef 
Nezerka and Stanislav Silhan 
made the first winter ascent of the 
Bellenzier route on the North West 
Face in late February. 

Monte Agner 
Czechs Josef Rakoncaj, and 
Jaromir Stejskal made the first 
winter ascent of the Messner 
Route on the North Face in three 
days in early March. 

GRAIAN ALPS 

Triglav 
Czechs Petr Nemec, Miroslav Bien 
and Jiri Pelikan made the first 
winter ascent of the Paternele 
Route (grade Vl. A 1) from the 
10th to the 17th February 1 980. 

MONT BLANC 

Mont Blanc du Tacul 
Alexis Long made a solo ascent of 
the Super Couloir. Christophe 
Profit and Dominique Radigue 
climbed the same route in 18 
hours. 
Bohuslav Mrozek 
(Czechoslovakia) and E. Martinez 
(Spain) repeated the Super 

Alex Sharp, Doug Madara. Quiet 
Desparation, 5 . 11. is the steep 
corner right of Sidewall by Sharp 
and Dan Hare. Court Jester, 5.1 0, 
the overhang and crack left of 
Sooberb was done by Sharp and 
John Bremer. No 'arm In It, 
5.1 0 + the overhang and 
bulging wall left of 2nd pitch of 
Center Route was done by Sharp 
and Casey Newman. Rock 
Climbing Routes to, 5 .11, the 
overhanging crack left of Break on 
Through and the crack right of last 
pitch of Chianti was done by 
Sharp, Muriel Sharp and Matt 
Lavender. Cashmere, 5 .11, a short 
thin crack about 200ft below 
Xanadu was done by Christian 
Griffith. 

Boulder Canyon 
On Castle Rock, Sticky Fingers, 
5.11, the thin seam crack of the 
corner between Cussin Crack and 
Jackson 's Wal/fell to Alec and 
Muriel Sharp. Times Past, 5.10, 
the groove left of Skunk Crack 
was done by the Sharps with 
Chris Dale. 
On Bell Buttress, Daedalus, 5.1 0 a 
flake crack and wall left of 
Wrinkles was done by Alec Sharp 
and Dan Hare. 
Front Line, 5.11, the overhanging 
wall left of Tears went to Alec 
Sharp. 
On Security Risk Crag, Software 
Reliability, 5.10, an unprotected 
traverse across the face left of 
Security Risk is another Sharp 
and Hare route. 
At Blob Rock, Tempest, 5.1 0, the 
thin diagonal crack just left of Left 
Face was done by Steve Matous 
and Dan Hare. 
At Practice Rock, The Harder They 
Come, 5.11, a short finger crack 
on the highest band of rock was 
done by Casey Newman and Kent 
Lug bill. Bloodstone, 5.11, a short 
corner on the 2nd level of rocks 
went to Dan Hare and Kurt 
Klinger. 

Correspondents : Cantwell, Lewis, 
Sharp, Vogel. 

Couloir. Mrozek later soloed the 
Cecchinel Couloir. 

Aiguille du Midi 
Dominique Marchal soloed the 
Couloir left of the Eperon de la 
Nativite. 
A Spring ascent of the gully 
joining the Couloir de la Passerelle 
and the Cosmiques Ridge was 
made by Romain Vogler and 
Francois Burnier. The 1,000ft 
gully is an average 70 degrees 
and took four hours on May 11th. 

Brenva Face 
The well known Italian alpinist 
Gianni Comino was killed whilst 
attempting a winter solo of the 
seracs between the Pear and the 
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Major. He had completed the 
difficulties when he was struck by 
an avalanche from the Couloir 
Giissfeldt. 

OISANS 

Ailefroide 
Patrick Berhault and Patrick 
Edlinger made a very fast winter 
ascent of the Marmier/Mercadie, 
Northwest Face. The climb took 
11 hours and the return trip to the 
refuge Cezanne took 23 hours, 
they carried no bivouac gear. 

PYRENEES 

Cirque de Gavarnie 
Dominique Julien made a solo 
ascent of the Col de la Cascade. 
Starting by a mixture of the 
Banzayous and Mystiques he 
finished by making the first 
ascent of a series of ice falls 
above on the Cascades des 
Arceaux, in all some 3,500ft of 
climbing . 

FREE CLIMBING 
Verdon Gorge 
Solo ascents of the hard routes 
continue. Patrick Berhault has 
soloed Barjots, Sola Nut, 
Mangoustine, Scatophage, and 
made solo descents of the Pitier 
des Ecureuils and the Demande as 
far as the half way terrace, 
returning by way of Luna Bong. 
Jean-Marc Troussier also soloed 
Luna Bong, Demande (in 70 
minutes), the Eperon Sublime and 
Pichenibule and the first solo of 
Fen. Rir. 
West German climber Kurt 
Albrecht has completely freed 
Sola Nut and Peril Rouge. 
Albrecht also eliminated four of 
the six bolts on Pichenibule. 
An excellent film of hard free 
climbing has been made by 
Laurent Chevallier and Jean Paul 
Janssen. The film was made in 
the Verdon Gorge and includes 
footage of Pichenibule, Triomphe 
d 'Eros, Necronomicon, 
Estemporanee, one bivouac and a 
Tyrolean. The climbers include 
Bernard Gorgeon, P. Berhault, C. 
Guyoma, P. Edlinger, Stephane 
and Jean-Marc Troussier, 
Jacques Perrier and Hugues 
Jaillet. 

Above: Zuzana Charvatova 20 year old 
Czech climber. Top right : Piccola 
Civetta, North Face, Czechoslovak 
route marked. Right : Jan Porvaznik 
and Peter Valovik, 1st ascentionists of 
the Piccola Civetta route in eight days 
4th - 12th March 1980. Photos: 
Novak. 
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West German Outcrop Climbing 
a news report 

WEST GERMANY 

Frankenjura 
In the Frankenjura, especially in 
the surroundings of Nuremberg 
(the Fraenkische Schweiz) a long 
climbing tradition has existed 
since the beginning of the 
century. Numerous crags and 
walls of reliable limestone, mostly 
one pitch high have been 
regarded as a mere training area 
for alpine climbing. 
This situation has changed with 
the invention of cemented bolts. 
Due to these secure protection 
possibilities a higher standard of 
climbing could be reached. 
Information about climbing in the 
USA and the German Democratic 
Republic made the idea of free 
climbing popular. As a 
consequence the UIAA grade VII 
(5.10) was introduced by Kurt 
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Albert and Wolfgang Fietz 
(Flipper) in the early seventies in 
our region . Freeing of old aid 
routes, such as the 
Frankenschnellweg and new 
cl imbs, such as Jimi-Hendrix
Gedenkweg, New Dimensions and 
Exorzist have been the beginning 
of a new era . 
The Free climbing in our region 
received new stimulation when 
Albert and Fietz returned from 
their visit to Yosemite and 
Colorado in summer '77 and 
introduced new methods to the 
Frankenjura : EBs, chalk, waist 
sitharnesses, frequent nut 
placement and special training . 
Today free climbing and 
bouldering are completely 
established and displace the old 
way of aid climbing more and 
more. The number of free
climbers, the number of new 
routes and their difficulty 
increases. 

Free climbing has reached the 
(unofficial) UIAA grade VIII (5.11) 
and some boulderers for example 
Norbert Biitz, Paul Kubis, Kurt 
Albert do B- 1 climbs. Wolfgang 
Fietz, has even done some yet 
unrepeated B-2 problems, such 
as Electric Storm in Hell and 
Siphon. As there are only a few 
low boulders in the Frankenjura 
bouldering is very often done with 
top-rope protection . 
Gradually these ways of climbing 
overcome the "alpine prejudice" 
so that 5.12 and B-3 climbs can 
be expected in the near future . 
For more information contact W . 
Fietz, Sulzbacher Str. 69, D-8500 
Nurnberg. 

The Paltz 
As you could read in Mountain 70, 
there are some areas of interest 
for rock-climbers in West 
Germany. One of them is the area 

west of Karlsruhe near the French 
border. This area is called the 
Paltz, and it takes not more than 
half an hour to get to it from the 
"autobahn A 5" at the exit 
Karlsruhe/ Ettlingen or 
Ludwigshafen/ Mannheim. 
Some hundred red coloured 
sandstone-towers and cliffs offer 
numerous climbs ranking in 
difficulty from grade 2 up to 
grade 9, which is 5.12 in U.S.A. 
For 80 years it has been common 
to climb in the Paltz, but the 
importance of the area as the 
"hardest" rock-climbing area in 
West-Germany began when a few 
climbers started to import British 
and, now more American styles 
and ethics. Today the Paltz is 
together with the 
Elbsandsteingebirge and the 
Frankenjura, the most important 
free-climbing centre in central 
Europe. 



Right : Pfa/z climbing. R. Miihe and A. 
Kubin on Flug Des Albatross, 7 +, 
(5. IO+) at Honig-fels. Photo : R. Karl. 
Below: Frankenjura 'Flipper ' Fietz on 
Siphon, 82. Note loop of slack. 

The centre of the Paltz is a lovely 
valley surrounded by impressive 
rocks with a farm and a little inn 
as a meeting -point for the 
climbers at weekends. Camping is 
possible in the valley in hidden 
places, if the weather is not good 
one can sleep in the haybarns of 
the farm. The name of the valley is 
Barenbrunnerhof. Take the road 
B 1 0 from Karlsruhe to Landau. Go 
ahead via Annweiler (where you 
can see the first rocks) to a little 
village called Hinterweidenthal. 
Turn left and drive on the B427 to 
Dahn. This is the best place for 
places to eat and shopping, etc. 
From Dahn go to Sh ind hard and 
straight ahead to the 
Barenbrunnerhof. 
For climbing the sandstone you 
need the usual rack and EBs. 
Many of the hard climbs are 
equipped with iron bolts. But take 
care, on some routes the bolts are 
chopped by "people who like not 
to tell". On many of the old routes 
which go free now you will still 
find the old insecure rusty pegs. 
Nuts do a good job there. 
Some of the important cliffs are in 
the valley itself like Honig, 
Klosterwand, Nonnenfels and 
Pferchfeldfelsen. Others are 
Hochsteinfe/sen, Bruchweiler 
Geiersteine, Fladensteine, 
Heidepfeiler, Rote/stein, Luger 
Fritz, Asse!stein, Trife/s, Dreifelsen 
and Wi/gartisplatte, Spirke/bacher 
Rauhberg. Helpful for orientation 
is the normal road map of 
Germany and in addition the 
Topographische Karle L 6912 
Bad Bergzabern or 
Topographische Karle C7110 Bad 
Bergzabern, I :50 000 and I : 1 00 
000 respectively. There exists a 
guide book which offers you an 
overview of all routes in the area. 
But the authors don't use the 
official UIAA grading and as a 
result you get no information 
about the difficulty of the climb 
and whether it goes free or not. 
As of now nearly all of the old 
climbs (that were done before the 
free-climbing period) are climbed 
free with difficulties up to 5 .12. 
The best time for climbing in the 
area is the Spring and Autumn . 
But the summer is not too hot, 
and there are many lakes to find 
for cooling down after a hard or 
hot day. Sometimes the season 
starts in February and ends not 
before December. The landscape 
is very pretty, with green 
mountains and red rocks on the 
hilltops, and the numerous ruins 
of old castles add together to 
make an impressive picture. 
Climbing is a good thing to do in 
the old pa ltz. 
Note 
In addition to the route books to 
be found on the summit of most 
of the towers which contain 
information on the climbs, 
Richard Muhe has prepared a 
dossier with a map, topos of 
selected climbs which is available 
by post from Mountain:- send 
s.a.e. 

Correspondents: Kay-Uwe 
Zumwinke/, Richard Miihe. 
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BRITISH ISLES 

Pembroke: Stoney Middleton goes to the seaside 

Technical climbing area opened up in South Wales 

Irish Climbing 
As is evident from the recently 
published slim volume of New 
Climbs 1979 (F.M .C.I. ed . Tom 
Hand) last winter's weather 
reduced new development to its 
lowest level for some years. 
However in the recent spell of 
exceptional weather climbers 
have been making up for lost time 
with new routes in the Mournes 
and on Fairhead . 
At Dalkey Quarry John Codling . 
Pete Douglas and Martin Manson 
climbed what is described in the 
recent Dal key guide as a 
legendary route which appeared 
in the 1949 guide (as a bogus 
route?) but "has never been 
climbed in recent years". The 
route takes a very obvious poorly 
protected arete. Two belayers 
were used to minimise the 
possible pendulum of a leader 
fall. Asterisk (E3, 5c) . 
At Glendalough, Life Line (E4, 
6a5b) by John Codling, P. 
Douglas and M. Manson is on the 
upper cliff. It follows a thin crack 
in the centre of a large smooth 
slab left of Cornish Rapsody. 
At Monastir Sink, The Bounder 
(E3, 6a (A 1 )) by J. Codling and M . 
Manson is so named because of 
the underhand tactics used. Takes 
steep wall left of Monastir Direct. 
(Underhand tactics were to use an 
aid rest below the aid nut and aid 
rest on the peg after) . Percentage, 
originally A 1 (6 pegs and 1 bong) 
now goes entirely free at 6a (P. 
Douglas and J . Codling). As it is 
something of a boulder problem 
no adjectival grade was given . 

Mournes 
Dublin based climbers Tom Irving 
and Calvin Torrans added Tara 's 
Halls (H.V.S. 5a) and Parallel Lines 
(H.V.S. 5a) to the routes on the 
right wall of the Devil's Coach
road, Slieve Beg. 
Martin Sniith and Ricky Cole 
freed the old aid route Financial 
DeficitasBig Wig(E1, 5c) on 
Eagle Rocks. Calvin Torrans freed 
The Fiddler (Slieve Beg) at H.V.S. 
5b and added a new HVS 5a to 
the Annalong Buttress, Lacuna 
At Hare 's Castle, Biggies (HVS, 5a) 
by P. Douglas and M. Manson, 
Mothers Pride (HVS, 5b) by J . 
Codling, M. Manson and P. 
Douglas. 
At Pigeon, Sadistic Fairy (E1, 5b) 
by P. Douglas and M. Manson is a 
short steep wall climb. 
At Ballygally, These Foolish Things 
(HVS 5a) by Douglas and Manson 
is a "surprisingly good quality 
route despite eliminate nature. 
Bold unprotected start." 
Night Flight, (E1, 5b) by Manson 
and Douglas. Takes thin crack and 
wall between Cat's Eyes and 
Deadline. Excellent varied 
climbing. 
At Spellack, Blowin ' in The Wind 
(VS, 4c) by Manson and Douglas 
is a pleasant layback crack. 
Bouldering Biggies (HVS, 5a) by 
the same team has no protection 

for the 1st crux at 25ft, on 
Spellack Chimney. Gully Wall, 
Bugsy (HVS, 5b) J. Codling, M . 
Manson and P. Douglas is a Girdle 
traverse of the Upper Main Face. 
Good quality route in airy 
situation . Mad Dogs, (E4, 6a) P. 
Douglas and M . Manson is named 
from "Only mad dogs and 
Englishmen " , sustained , technical 
and varied taking an impressive 
line up the centre of the lower 
face. 
The main focus by other local 
climbers has been on Upper and 
Lower Cove. Ever active Martin 
Smith and Ricky Cole have added 
several fine lines. 
On Upper Cove, Gordon (XS) M. 
Smith and R. Cole is the gradually 
widening crack left of Icarus. 
Icarus (HVS) M . Smith and R. Cole 
takes the prominent continuous 
crack up the wall left of Epiphone. 
Involves thigh jamming followed 
by a 15ft hand traverse. Dad's 
Route, (VDiff, 2a) J . Forsythe, R. 
Cole and M. Smith and Tish, 
(VDiff) ("if it was gardened!!") R. 
Cole, J . Forsythe, M . Smith . 
Typical Ricky Cole routes done in 
tradition Irish style. Ricky is a 
notorious undergrader who 
specializes in overhanging 
vegetation. His grading system -
"If I can climb it, it can't be more 
than H.V. diff. If I can 't it must be 
harder!" 
On Lower Cove, the most active 
climbers have been Dawson 
Stelfox, Alan Currans and Waldo 
McQuoid. Les Jeune Fil/es En Les 
Jupes D 'Ete, (HVS, 5a), A. Currans 
and Waldo McQuoid . A sustained 
and strenuous route and the first 
to seriously tackle the over 
hanging East face of Lower Cove. 
Well protected and on excellent 
rock. When the leader of the first 
ascent was questioned even he 
was unsure what the route name 
was supposed to mean . The main 
part of the East face still awaits 
bold leader. 
Aristocrat, (HVS, 5a), Waldo 
McQuoid and A. Currans. 
Described as "a bumper route 
with poor but adequate 
protection", it certainly takes a 
very striking line. 
Gynocrat (VS, 4c), D. Stelfox and 
Waldo McQuoid. Good quality 
crack climbing . Several ascents 
have confirmed this. Several 
other routes of VS and below 
have been done by various 
parties. 
i"ncidentally at Eagle Rocks 
Dawson Stelfox has finally lead a 
free ascent of Lassara Groove at 
VS . The controversial route in the 
last Irish report, Mountain 69. 
Also added by Stelfox and Billy 
Ireland was Early Birds (HVS, 5a), 
climbed at some ridiculous time 
in the morning like 6 o'clock 
while the rest of the party were 
still sleeping off the previous 
nights excesses. Hence the name. 
On Hen Mountain, Downhill Staff 
(HVS, 5a4b) was climbed by Mark 
Durling and Richard Cave. 
On Tormore Crag, Glencar Valley, 
Fermanagh. There are reports of 

an incredible two-tier buttress of 
very steep rough limestone. One 
HVS, 5a by Dawson Stelfox has 
been climbed . 

Fairhead 
Dermot Somers with Calvin 
Torrans and Tom Hand climbed 
two new routes on the main face, 
Peacadh Mairfeach (E2, 5b) and 
Goban Saar (E1 , 5b) - a superb 
route which has already become 
very popular. To the right of 
Peacadh Mairfeach, Tom Irving 
and Jack McGarry climbed Give 
Up (HVS, 5a with 2 pegs for aid). 
The contribution of Arni 
Strapcans and friends have been 
covered in Mountain and Wall of 
Prey (6a) had its second ascent 
when Nipper Harrison and Eggie 
Everitt visited the crag at Easter. 
Lion Heart (E3, 5c5c) by Pete 
Douglas and Roger Green . Takes 
an extremely steep imposing line, 
on good quality rock, to the right 
of the Central Prow, Farrangandoo 
Crag. As the cracks on this 
previously untouched part of the 
cliff stop almost 50ft above the 
ground the initial part of the 1st 
pitch provided uncharacteristic, 
hard, poorly protected wall type 
climbing . 
Tom Ryan and Ken Higgs did a 
new line in the central area of the 
main face - Raven (E1 , 5b) and 
Higgs and Ryan then climbed the 
impressive corner right of Muck 
Savage (E3, 5c), Conchubar. The 
area between Vandals and 
Cuchulainn has received a lot of 
attention from Torrans and Clare 
Sheridan. Torrans climbed the 
ramp and corners just left of 
E.S.P. to give Solid Mandala (E2, 
5c, 1 peg for aid) and also the 
strenuous overhanging pod left of 
this route (E2 , 5c) . 
To the left of this again there is a 
large overhang and Sheridan and 
Torrans climbed Aifric (E2, 5b/ 5c) 
which takes a serious and very 
delicate traverse line below this 
overhang . To the west of the 
Ballycastle Descent Gully at Lough 
Dao Robert Lawson and Dawson 
Stelfox climbed a sustained 
jamming crack to the left of the 
brow - Pyrrhic Victory (E1 , 5b) . 
Tom Ryan's excellent route 
Midnight Cruiser (E1 , 5b) takes 
the twin cracks right of Fireball 
and Ken Higgs' Communication 
Breakdown (E1, 5b) traverse 
across the next two cracks to 
finish up as for Railroad. 
Tom Hand climbed Stone Mad 
(HVS, 5a) nearby and Torrans 
climbed G.B.H. (E1, 5c) . The final 
route in this area is The Offence 
climbed by Dawson Stelfox at VS, 
4c. 
The other area of development 
has been the Crishowen Peninsula 
where Derry climbers have done a 
number of new routes at the Port
a-doris Crag, ranging from Diff. to 
vs. 
Note: 
Visitors to Fairhead should be 
aware that the cottage near the 
cliff is privately owned and is not 

at present available to climbers . 
The only official campsite is in 
Ballycastle . 
Please send any new routes to the 
guide book co -ordinator. Clare 
Sheridan, 59 Clover Hill , Herbert 
Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow. 

SCOTLAND 

Skye 
On Sron na Ciche, Krugerrand 
(E2, 6a) takes the obvious and 
well tried line 20ft right of Trophy 
Crack, done by Pete Hunter and 
Cameron Lees 
Vanity (E1, 5a/ b) climbed by 
Mathew Priestman and Adam 
Kossyk takes a direct line between 
Depravity and Atropos; a rather ii I 
defined line but good climbing . 
The same party did Sideline (E1, 
5b) which links up good sections 
on the lower Cioch . 
Hang Loose (E2, 5b) climbs the 
obvious crack line 100ft right of 
Amphitheatre Wall giving an 
instant classic . D. McCullam and 
R. Milne. 
Spock (XS, 5c) by Hunter and 
Lees, climbs the impressive 
overhanging crack 20ft left of 
Vulcan Wall. The same team did 
Strappado Direct (XS, 5b) a hard 
and more direct climb than the 
original. 
In Caire a' Ghrunda Rab Anderson 
and McCall um climbed Great 
Expectations (HVS, 5a). 

Glencoe 
On the North Face Aonach Dubh, 
Murray Hamilton and Dougie 
Mullin made the second and first 
free ascent of Eldorado. Ken 
Johnstone and Dave Cuthbertson 
did likewise the following day and 
considerably improved the route 
by adding an excellent top pitch 
so the route is now E3, 5b6a5c. 
The same team added a good two 
pitch route up the red slabby wall 
to the left of Tober, Sentinel Rouge 
(E2, 5b5b). 
On Carnivore Buttress, Pete 
Whillance and Ray Parker climbed 
the obvious curving line and 
groove to join the Carnivore 
traverse at E5 , 6b5c - a plumb 
line. 

Arrochar 
On the Cobbler, North Peak 
Cuthbertson and Johnstone 
climbed the strenuou s and 
intricate wall to the left of Club 
Crack (E5, 6a) . Moonlight Arete 
climbs the left arete of Weather 
Wall then continues up the left 
edge of Right Angled groove 
(HVS, 5a4c) . On the North Face, 
South Peak, Ruskoline (E4, 6a5a) 
climbs a line of very technical 
grooves to the left of Deadmans 
Groove. 

The Brack 
Pete Whillance and Pete Botterill 
climbed another plumb by 
climbing the big obvious arete to 
the left of Mammoth (E5, 6b6a) . 
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Above: An unusually urban Scottish crag. Cubby Cuthbertson on first 
ascent, Woops, Dumbarton Rock. Photo: Callum Fraser. 

Firm support _ 
for confident climbers. 

In business, the route to the top is never easy. Yet obstacles 
can be overcome by moves made with careful judgement. One of 
the reassuring factors in any successful climb is knowing you can 
rely on strong support; support that will take the strain and give you 
confidence to make the right moves. 

The Scottish Development Agency, backed by Central 
Government, is strong in support of business climbers. We have the 
necessary industrial muscle to add strength to progressive home 
and overseas businesses reaching for success in Scotland, We're 
strong on Investment Finance,advice on Government Grants and 
Joint Ventures. We can provide factories,advice and training, 
backed by the powerful natural resources of Scotland-a e-0untry 
well experienced in the changing face of industry. 

When you're ready to make a move-contact us, and we'll 
provide you with all the necessary incentives to climb in Scotland, 
and put the right kind of support behind you that will take you all the 
way to the top. 

Scottish Development Agency 
Head Office: 120 Both1,ell Street, Glasgow G2 7JP.Tel:041-2482700 

London Office: l 7 /19 Cockspur Street, London SW l Y 5BL Tel; 01-839 2177 /a. 
Aberdeen Access 
The above text, with a fine if tilted 
photograph appeared amongst 
other places in the Daily 
Telegraph for 28th May 1980. It 
highlights the pressures against 
which the North East Mountain 
Trust ·and the Long haven Alliance 

are working to preserve the sea 
cliffs of Aberdeen . Your support is 
again solicited for the petition 
against this. Additionally an 
Appeal Fund has been set up and 
contributions should be sent to 
Mr. R. Archibald, Treasurer, 
Etchachan Club, 46 Ferryhill 
Road, Aberdeen 
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Anyone who wishes to object should write 
supporting the Etchachan Club Petition to Bill 
Marshall, P. 0 . Box 142, Aberdeen. 

Dumbarton Rock 
Chemin De Fer is now free at E5 
6a courtesy of Cuthertson and 
Johnstone. 
Woops (E3, 6a) is an overhanging 
finger crack which can be 
combined with the Big Zipper to 
give a superb completely free 
route. 

Craig-V-Barns 
On the Upper Tier, Lady Charlotte 
(E5, 6a5b) climbs the very steep 
and serious wall to the left of Rat 
Catcher by some very fingery 
climbing. Pied Piper (E3, 5c5b) is 
an excellent girdle of the central 
section of the Upper Tier. The 
route starts by free climbing the 
old girdle as far as Rat Catcher, it 
then continues up and right to 
join Morbidezza before a belay is 
taken on Rat Race - a superb 
pitch. The second pitch is as for 
Warfarin. Both these routes were 
climbed by Cuthbertson and Mal 
Duff. Rat Race Direct was climbed 
free by Cuthbertson and 
Johnstone at E2/ 3 5c. 

SOUTH WALES 

Pembroke 
An Easter 'meet' arranged at the 
Buxton Conference was a great 
success, with more than 50 new 
routes recorded over the Easter 
period by a colourful crew of 
talented climbers from all over 
the country. To summarise the 
main events: in the Castlemartin 
area, Crocksydam Point was 
explored by Dave Cook and Brian 
Wyvill and 3 routes recorded, the 
best being The Way the Cookie 
Crumbles ( 1 00ft, E 1. 5b), which 
takes a fine groove line. Crystal 
Slabs were further developed by 
Ken Wilson, Jim Perrin and Jim 
Curran, resulting in some good 
middle grade slab climbs 
including The Gadfly and Razzle 
Dazzle, both 150ft, VS, 4c. An 
obvious break on the steep wall 
just right of the slabs gave Hole in 
the Wall, (110ft, HVS,5a) to 
Wyvill and Cook, and a short 
distance away in the West corner 
of Bullslaughter Bay another area 
of slabs was discovered by Al 
Evans and company, five routes 
being recorded from Diff to VS. 
Three major routes were added to 
Mewsford Point, which is fast 
being recognised as the prime 
cliff in the firing range. Henry 
Barber and Pat Littlejohn climbed 
the obvious slanting line past 
overhangs left of Surprise Attack, 
giving Idle Threats (200ft, E2, 5c) 
and the big slabby groove right of 
Surprise Attack gave The Voyage 
Out (220ft, E3,5c) to Perrin and 
Curran. Ben and Marion Winter
ing ham climbed another excellent 
route on the right-hand flank of 
the cliff at E2, 5b. 
Stennis Head was another crag to 
yield high quality climbs. The 
shallow groove verring left from 
the start of Anyone for Stennis 
was climbed by the Wintering
hams, (E1, 5b}, Doug Hall and Rab 
Carrington climbed a short, 
technical groove left of Stennis 
Pillar (Loco Dementia, 60ft, E2, 
5c) and the blank-looking front 
face of the headland was 
breached by Littlejohn and Perrin 
with two superb routes - Pleasure 
Dome (150ft, E3/4, 5c) which 
takes the obvious vanishing 
traverse line then the wall above, 
and Mean Streak ( 100ft, E4, 6a) 
the thin crack running up the left 
side of the face. 
On the previously untouched East 

face of Newton Head, Boris 
Hannon and Strappo Hughes 
climbed Wall of Newts (1 00ft, E2, 
5c) which takes steep, slanting 
cracks near the left side. On 
Chapel Point, Dick Swindon 
climbed the fine arete left of 
Blockheads at E2,5c, and the 
obvious line up the slab and 
grooves 50ft right of Blow-up fell 
to John Jones and Dick Turnbull 
at E1, 5b, Turnbull taking a 
spectacular fall from the top pitch 
when a hold broke. 
Good discoveries were made on 
an attractive white wall halfway 
between St. Gavan's Chapel and 
the descent chimney. The left 
arete gave Sun/over (E2/3, 5c, 
100ft) to Nick Colton and Doug 
Hall, the right-hand bounding 
groove was climbed by Jones and 
Turnbull (HVS,5a) and a striking 
thin crack in the centre was 
climbed by Littlejohn and 
Swindon - Barbarella (100ft, E4, 
6a). 
St. Gavan's Head itself took quite 
a hammering. The Winteringhams 
climbed the face left of Shell 
Shock at E2, 5b and partnered 
Littlejohn on the overhanging 
knife-edge right of Centurion -
The Butcher, (70ft, E3, 5c). Two 
obvious cracklines in the wall just 
to the right gave Vice is Nice (70ft, 
E1, 5b) and But Incest is Best 
(70ft, E2, 5b) to Steve Bancroft 
and Bernard Newman, who 
climbed two other short routes 
nearby as well as an impressive 
crack system in the wall left of 
Zero Hour - Photocall ( 1 30ft, E3, 
5c). The arete right of The Arrow 
was climbed by Littlejohn and the 
Winteringhams, Flight Path 
( 130ft, E2, 5b) and some face 
craeks 70ft right of Sentinel 
Cornerfell to Murray Hamilton 
and Ken Spence (E2, 5c) who also 
repeated Whillance's superb 
Tangerine Dream (E4) with a 
couple of yoyos. Carrington 
climbed two lines on the steep, 
loose face left of Goad, and the 
central, overhang-laden area of 
cliff beneath the lookout station 
was breached by Littlejohn and 
Winteringham with Public Enemy 
(150ft, E5, 6a). The same team 
climbed the obvious grooves left 
of Face Value to give Lost Leaders 
( 130ft, E2, 5b/c) and at the 
seaward end of the cliff Littlejohn 
was partnered by Roy Thomas on 
Roving Eye ( 140ft, E2, 5b). 
Hall and Colton were also active 
on Mowing Word South Face, 
climbing Fast Pace (90ft, E3, 5c) 
the arete right of Charenton 
Crack, and an obvious line further 
right at HVS. In the Lydstep area, 
Whillance and 'Ray Parker 
discovered and developed a new 
area beyond Frontier Zawn named 
Forbidden Head, recording 13 
routes from VS to E3 which 
generally follow fine groove and 
crack lines. Whillance also solved 
an outstanding problem of the 
Lydstep area by climbing the 
White Sheet, an impressively 
smooth wall of calcite. The route 
is White Heat (90ft, E4/5, 6b). 
The pace of the above 
developments is unprecedented 
in British climbing history and 
there are no signs of it slackening 
off within the next few months. 

PEAK/PENNINE 

Now that we are well into 1980, it 
has become obvious that general 
climbing standards have risen. On 
both Limestone and Gritstone 
there are now very few routes that 



retain a reputation for hard 
climbing and publication of the 
new Northern Limestone guide 
has resulted in a burst of difficult 
climbing. Nearly all the routes in 
the guide have been repeated, 
with a few notable exceptions. 

Gritstone 
On Curbar, Ron Fawcett and Phil 
Burke have produced three new 
routes. The first was One Step 
Beyond (XS, 6b), a very hard wall 
climb right of Avalanche Wall. 
Fawcett was seconded by Chris 
Gibb and Burke on this route. 
Next Phil Burke, unseconded, 
climbed Shape of Things to Come 
(XS, 6b) up the wall between 
Peapod and Right Eliminate. The 
style of these ascent has 
prompted some criticism because 
protection was arranged low 
down in adjacent routes; but 
would-be ascentionists should 
bear in mind that it's still possible 
to 'deck it' from sustained 6a 
climbing. Finally Fawcett climbed 
the obvious groove right of 
Prophet of Doom, Rigid Digit (XS, 
6b), a fine addition to the crag. 
Nearby on Froggat Burke 
seconded by John Sheard and 
Paul Nunn, climbed an enjoyable 
route up the steep wall right of 
Swimmers Chimney, Brightside 
(XS, 5c). 
On Staffordshire Grit, sporadic 
development continues. At Hen 
Cloud Nick Postlethwaite has 
added Charisma (XS, 5c) on the 
left arete of Rib Chimney. Dave 
Jones continues to find lines as 
his work on the new guide 
continues. The arete to the left of 
Bow Buttress gave Solid Geometry 
(HVS, 5b) and he also climed a 
direct start to Comedian at XS, 5c. 
Gary Gibson has again been 
active at the Roches and he has 
soloed a new route up the 
obvious well brushed slab at the 
extreme right hand end of the 
crag. The route is fairly easy with 
one 6a move. It has been reported 
that Gary had a rope hanging 
down the slab, though the climb 
has been soloed without. Phil 
Burke and Bob Toogood climbed 
the left side of the Valkyrie 
overhang. The climb, Sidewinder 
(XS, 6a) is said to be gymnastic. 
Much further north in the Chew 
Valley several young climbers are 
beginning to make their marks. At 
Upperwood Quarry, Paul Cropper 
and Pete Stott have climbed the 
crackline right of Big Leap. The 
route is called Green Meanies 
(HVSm 5b). Cropper also climbed a 
6a route, Play it Safe up the wall 
right of Piece of Pipe. Loz 
Francomb left his mark here by 
freeing Tomahawk. Finally Steve 
Bancroft popped up and climbed 
Renaissance (XS) up the arete 
next to Walom Olom and starting 
up that route. At Dovestones, 
Francomb and Cropper teamed up 
to produce The Gibbet which 
takes the wall right to Hanging 
Crack. Cropper added two new 
routes to Pub Hill. The first Necro
nomicon (XS, 5b) is up the wall 
between Fusian Chimney and 
Odyssey. Certainly Pub Hill does 
not resemble Falaises d' £scales, 
but the name stands. The other 
route is Megga Factor another 
HVS climb up the wall right of 
Aquarius. Two last routes in the 
area are The Waistbands at 
Churnet Stones XS 5c. The climb 
follows the arete of the unclimbed 

Temptation Slab and is the work of 
Steve Bancroft and finally at 
Running Hill Pits Nick Colton 
freed Sagittarius Flake. 

Limestone 
On Peakland limestone, the 
development of new climbs has 
slowed down, climbers preferring 
to repeat the wealth of good 
climbing in the new guide. At 
Stoney Middleton Chris Harper 
has free climbed the top pitch of 
Menopause at 6b. This out 
standing ascent was much 
fancied by many leading climbers 
from the Peak. At Hal/moor 
Quarry, Gary Gibson has 
produced Private Targets (E1) up a 
flake line. The climb is said to be 
of superb quality. On Dovedale 
Castle Mark Pretty and John 
Brooks have climbed_ the crack 
left of Cats Comer producing 
Quango (HVS 5a). 
Gary Gibson has produced many 
new climbs at Willersley and 
Wildcat Tor and in the next issue 
we hope to print reports of these 
climbs. 
Inevitably the grading of some of 
the routes in the new Northern 
Limestone Guide has been.revised 

by subsequent parties. Cream 
Team Special, repeated by Livesey 
and Gomersall should be E3, 
6a6a. The same team also share 
the comment that Apocalypse 
(Chee Tor) is vastly overgraded at 
E6 and should be E4 5c/6a, 5c, 
i.e. the first pitch is harder than 
the second and the whole route is 
probably easier than Mortlock 's 
Arete. 
Livesey and brother Alec climbed 
Blind Alleys (E4, 6a) between 
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Sergeyenna and Oblomov at Chee 
Tor taking the final roofs direct. 
A climb which was not fully 
reported last year is Decadence 
(E4, 6a5c) on High Tor by Arni 
Strapcans. Neither this, nor all 
the other hard routes on High Tor 
from last year have been 
repeated, yet. 

Correspondents: Cuthbertson, 
Duff, McCallum, Burke, Littlejohn, 
Livesey, Torrans, Douglas. 

WANTED. WORLD WIDE AGENTS/DISTRIBUTORS/ 
RETAILERS to PROMOTE/SELL ESTABLISHED 
HIGH QUALITY MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT. 
For Details Write to: Ad . Box No. 1, c/o Mountain Magazine 

Ltd., P.O . Box 184, Sheffield, Sl 1 9DL. England. 

DON'T THROW THEM AWAY 
Your back issues of Mountain are wanted. Will pay premium price. 
Also will swap or sell some extras, as available. Formerly B . Beck. 

Now• Dave Willson, 3 Harlesden Road, St, Albans, AL 1 4LE, England. 
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'ERE WF, GO AGAIN 
By John Barry 

The season's first route, or rather half-route had 
been a shambles. I know now that they nearly 
always are. So we'd stopped by on the way back to 
the camp to quench a not especially well-deserved 
thirst, drown a mighty sorrow, reappraise the 
whole Alpine scene and generally hang one on. 
Two beers and a muddled mull of an inquest later, 
someone produced a glossy tome entitled "The 
100 Finest Routes in somewhereorother". Full to 
bursting it was, with lyrical prose proclaiming the 
virtues of the author's finest; each more beautiful, 
compelling, steeper, harder and requiring more 
'mousquetons' than the last And on every page 
cloudless azure skies competed with the crispest 
neve on which elegant possies posed seemingly 
just above the surface, immaculately attired, 
neatly accoutred, bronzed and smiling and so 
obviously utterly unfatigued. 

Certainly, it was pretty. But somehow it did not 
correspond with my short but painful alpine 
experience - the sum total of which comprised a 
snowplod, three failed routes and about fourteen 
forays into the 'Bar Nash' each one of which 
resulted in us getting higher than anything we'd 
achieved on the hill - though it was scarcely less 
arduous. Nor did the author's smug descriptions 
of the interminably boring snowplod we had 
recently failed to plod as a 'serene and beautiful 
route' seem entirely accurate. Still less could I 
explain by what manifestations or mountain
eering incompetence we had turned one of his 
smiling, sunlit 4 hour sprints into an 18 hour 
bivouaced marathon of misery, ineptitude and 
exhaustion. To me, now still only three beers 
down the Mitty trail, alpinism was something 
rather different. My immediate memories, 
painfully etched in cruel chronological detail were 
of a blistering and well over the guide book time 
hut walk; oflukecold brews, forgotten food, burnt 
fingers , handless pots and Anglephobe hut 
wardens; of pre-dawn stampedes, wet snow, 
breakable crust, loomless lamps and Zambesi 
bergschrunds; of supercharged longlife sardine 
fuelled belches, bust crampon straps, fumbled 
gear and slings all too big or too small; of woolly 
breaches too cold at dawn, too hot in the sun and 
too ticklishly heavy in the wet; of cold feet, sweat, 
chapped lips, chaffed crutch and charred lips; of 
queues and queue jumpers, aching calves, burst
ing lungs, summits fleetingly glimpsed, painfully 
gained and soon departed; of viewless victory and 
plod, plod, plodding - and all at rip-off prices. 

This to me was alpinism ·- I'm sure you'll 
recognise it But here was this French smoothie all 
got up in clinging reds and blues proclaiming it 
otherwise - and with hundreds of handsome 
pictures to prove it. By the fourth beer on a 
stomach no fuller of anything else the 
hallucinations began. At first flickering, auto
suggestive, staccato glimpses, then beer bolder 
until lubricated with a fifth they snapped into 
booze sharp focus - I was anybody's. Stewed by 
those rarely matched ingredients, sun, alcohol, 
hardwork and failure I surrendered to that 
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wonderful state of soporific euphoria and in one 
more beer would achieve sublime indestruct
ability. Flipping boldly to the back of the book -
just for a look mind you - I found the performers, 
no longer our smiling hero-author but 
presumably some mates of his, speeding with the 
grace of umpteen startled gazelles up impossible 
steep snow ice and rock - all 'neath the deepest 
blue sky. 

And then it happened. A well manicured finger 
stabbed the lead climber who was poised under an 
enormous overhang of salami sausage that had 
fallen from the stabbing finger's other hand. 
That finger, my rolling eyes periodically and 
uncertainly confirmed, belonged to the 
'Apprentice' - that very dangerous but fortunately 
rare breed of mountaineer whose vaulting 
ambition has never tripped over the crampon 
points of reality and whose imagination has been 
long since buried in an avalanche of enthusiasm. 
Not him for the broken crampon straps, one eyed 
sungoggles, holed gloves or odd socks, blisters 
or piles of reality. "That is my intention", 
announced the Apprentice, still stabbing at route 
number 90 something with a terrordactyl 
aggressive prod. 

I spluttered sloughs of salami and beeroverthe 
leader"Butthat' stheNorth Face . . . . ". "Yep", said 
he, "The North Face". Don't worry about the 
photo, they're all tilted. Anyway, its only Alpine 
Ice - no more than Scottish 2 - practically 
horizontal with a bit of rock scrambling on top." 

True I had had a few beers but this North Face 
caper was madness. 

And there, in the unblinking gaze of those 
honest blue eyes, there, by earnest exhortation, 
there by sweet reason, flattering sincerity and by 
umpteen beers - I was seduced - myreluctance no 
match for pioneer enthusiasm, nor my better 
judgement for alcohol. 

So it was that we found ourselves the very next 
day, propelled on what was, for me at any rate, a 
fast evaporating wave of enthusiasm, in transit -
the Apprentice still intent on the North Face in 
defiance of my swiftly recovering judgement, the 
gods of all things vertical and two ferocious 
hangovers. The weather was superb but my 
morale began to rain. 

The campsite sported every nationality this side 
of Nagasaki - and more than a few from Nagasaki 
itself - and every colour and creed too, from white 
zen buddhists through yellow holy rollers and 
black seventh day adventists to this still green 
heathen. The Apprentice who had long affected 
multilinguistic pretentions, approached the zoo
keeper with a purposeful air that I was to learn to 
fear and engaged her in monosyllabic, syntacti
cally painful sub-'O' level French. Not a whit 
abashed when his opening burst fell on stoney 
ground, he resorted to that time honoured ploy of 
Englishmen abroad and sought to bolster gram
matical inadequacies with a decibelic superiority 
of Concordian proportions. The result was a bi
national brouhaha and three very damp square 

feet on which to pitch our tent. Hardly an 
auspicious start. 

Rescuing the remains of a dehydrated food 
pack, I sat disconsolately gnawing my way 
through a partially reconstituted 'chicken 
supreme' which at least, I almost comforted 
myself, might be my last. "What a bloody 
shambles", I thought aloud contemplating the 
cosmopolitan community about me. Too loud, 
for I wasquicklyreproached bya passing American 
who bore an uncanny resemblance to the Dalai 
Lama. He haranged me with evangelical 
eloquence on the virtues of inter-nationalism, 
ending his beration with 'Peace brother'. 'Balls 
brother', I thought, not aloud this time, but 
instantly repented - I was going to need every 
ounce of spiritual energy internationalism could 
muster. ' Peace brother', I snivelled. 

The rasp of file on metal announced that the 
Apprentice, oblivious to this microcosm of 
humanity about us and all else but the No,wand, 
was honing his front-points to a near lethal edge. 
Jeez! the man was serious! He caught my glance 
and, misinterpreting it, threw me the file . I 
discovered my crampons beneath a sodden loaf. 
They were blunt beyond rescue from years of 
misuse, and only one was mine, there being two 
right feet. I left what there was and consoled 
myself that with primitive crampon technique, 
two right crampons might bea positive advantage. 

With the same undivided attention, the 
Apprentice now addressed his two ice axes, both 
of which, the very model of pristine perfection, 
gleamingly proclaimed any attention to be 
superfluous. I removed some rust from my own 
ice-tools leaving only what was necessary to hold 
them together. 

The next day dawned blue and cloudless. Zig
zagging through a welter of tents towards the 
shanty showers to perform the last rites of a 
bushido shave I reflected how strange it was that, 
in moments of stress, the soul takes comfort from 
these little personal disciplines. Ablutions 
completed I felt no better. If anything, being 
minutes nearer my doom, I felt worse. 

Back at the tent the Apprentice, fully booted and 
rucksack neatly packed, was pawing the ground 
like a supercharged thoroughbred impatient for 
the off. A solitary cloud drifted high confirming 
the settled state of the weather and my gloom. I 
half-heartedly suggested that, to experienced 
hillmen, that particular cloud formation 
presaged a storm - if not Armageddon itself. 
Ignoring my learned forecast he hoisted a 
gargantuan sack on to his slim shoulders and set 
off with the purpose of a man who knows what he 
has to do and a three league stride - through a 
tourist throng towards the cable car that was to 
whisk us to the hut path and the entrance to Hades 
itself. 

Apparently irrevocably committed, I belatedly 
packed a shambolic, but tiny rucksack, bounced it 
on to a much broader back and plodded in pursuit. 
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Moving through the narrow streets, morale by 
now in a 'sloth of despond' I sought refuge in 
Walter Mitty-like fantasies and even pondered 
whether if asked by some inquisitive tourist to 
which route I aspired, a reply of 'Nordwand', 
'Face Nord' or simply 'North Face', would extract 
th e greatest awe. But no one asked. 

The guide book advises that two or three hours 
should be allowed for the climb from the cable car 
station to the hut but the Apprentice, apparently 
intent on personally redeeming Britain's dismal 
Olympic showing, set off at a suicidal pace. I 
struggled for half a mi le before hitting on the face 
sav ing ruse of a 'venti lation ' stop. 'TII catch you 
up", said I, without conviction and collapsed 
breathing heavily. 

As I lay there a gaggle of nubile teenagers replete 
in pert lederhosen, passed in the wake of a guide 
and mentor. Spotting a sensible mountain pace -
even from the horizontal I fell in right flank rear. 
Fortunately, just as my lungs were about to 
mutiny again, the 'bergfuher' announced a five 

minute breather alongside one of those touristy 
sign-posts that point the mi Jes to everywhere. The 
girls, needing no rest swarmed excitedly over this 
edifice identifying a number of smaller peaks 
upon any one of which I fervently wished myself. 
The five minutes passed in seconds and on and 
upwards continued this happy band exuding 
health and vigour. I stumbled behind exuding 
rather more ordurous qualities, the blisters of 
reality having replaced even Walter's dreams, 
until, at last, the hut. 

The Apprentice was nowhere to be seen. 
Entering, my eyes adjusted more rapidly to the 
evening gloom than my lungs to the altitude or 
muscles to the exertion, and I spied him cosily 
ensconced in a far corner flanked by two 
veyanesqueblondcswhowereregardinghim with 
obvious admiration. He thoughtfully omitted to 
say that he'd been there half an hour while the 
blondes eyed me with interest - no, disbelief. " Is 
this the one?" asked Brunhilde aghast. The 
Apprentice looked just a wee bit pleased with 
himself. Machismo undermined, I grinned a 
feeble grin that would have unearthed the 
maternal instinct in Rosa Clebb and was nursed 
for the remainder of the evening on spoon fed stew 
and elbow tested tea. 

We were to be 01Tat one - a.m. that is; I prayed 
for a storm. Too tired and too high to sleep, I 
dozed fitfully while the Apprentice snored 
contentedly through the appointed hour. I let it 
slip by and dared to hope of redemption as two 
o'clock crept up. Another hour and we'll be too 
late, I thought hysterically - too hysterically for he 
woke up and in one smooth movement was into 
his breeches, boots and gaiters. "Hell we're too 
late", I said with Oscar winning conviction. He 
answered with a brewofhis speciality - cold burnt 
porridge - a culinary masterpiece that Fanny 
Craddock would be pressed to emulate. TI1en he 
was out into the night and toward the hill in that 
same purposeful three league gait that I had 
plodded after for 5,000ft below. 

Crossing the scree behind the hut it was 
obvious that the weather was perfect, very cold, 
clear and starlil Reaching the glacier we stopped 
to fit crampons when a barrage of expletives and 
the evidence illuminated by my partner's head
torch offered the drowning man a serpent. "I've 
broken a strap", he wailed. I commiserated 
gleefully- nothing to do but retreat, fully justified 
in the circumstances - a brave attempt after all. 
However, he read it - it was better than an 
obituary. But I had seriously underestimated my 
man who, cast as he was in the heroic mould, 
quickly tied a couple of grannies on the broken 
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strap and set off at redoubled speed. Had it been 
light I suspect I would have seen those fine 
features set yet more resolute, the upper lip stiffen 
and the eyes forsake blinking forever. I made 
myself the promise of a new partner: as did the 
Apprentice I discovered later. 

I was committed and resigned. We roped up 
and moved across the glacier, negotiated the odd 
darkly yawning crevasse by fast fading torchlight 
and after a preliminary slope or two arrived in an 
hour at the foot of the North Face. Final 
preparation complete and gear carefully slung 
about our bodies we set off up the first ice slope, a 
thousand feet long and the dominant feature of 
the first third of the face. 

Climbing by torchlight was tolerable. A dim 
pool of light illuminated the only bit of the world 
that mattered, while darkness camouflaged the 
exposure. One hundred and forty feet on front 
points, screaming calf muscles, a cry of"l0 feet", 
from below, chop a step big enough for one and a 
half feet and a smaller one for the Apprentice 
when he arrives, in with an ice screw and tie on. Up 
comes partner, change belays and off again. Four 
rope lengths each and swap the lead. 

It was exciting. I was almost beginning to enjoy 
myself when a couple of stones whistled past and I 
was reminded of one reason why I didn't want to 
climb this face; stonefall, cripplers from penny 
size upwards and as the · Apprentice stiff 
upperlipped "bad news". "You OK?" - "Yup". On 
wego. 

By first light we were at the top of the ice slope 
and lost. The route which had looked straight
forward from the town, when I had last dared to 
look, was now lost to us in the vase acreage of the 
huge face. We consulted the guide book and then 
each other agreeing to wait until it was fully light to 
see ifwe could espy the way. 

Daylight came but not the route. The guide 
book said blandly 'from the top of the ice-slope 
follow a shallow but obvious couloir trending 
right'. I could see a couloir way to the right and 
volunteered, a sure sign of desperation that, to 
lead across. The rock was loose and such holds as 
existed were covered in snow. I took my gloves off 
to get a better grip and got cold hands. I put them 
back on and nearly fell off. After a hundred feet my 
nerve ran out before the traverse and I announced 
that I was returning. This, because of some satanic 
intervention in the juxtaposition of the holds, 
proved even harder and I became brutally aware of 
the thousand feet of space beneath my feet and the 
glacier. 

Having regained the Apprentice and temporary 
relief it slowly dawned on us that the crisis was 
only just unfolding - we were still lost and were 
wasting precious time - incredibly that traverse 
had cost us an hour. Two thousand feet to go. 

The Apprentice, as yet unmoved, cast his blue 
eyes about and decided that a thin ribbon of near 
vertical ice directly above was the elusive couloir. 
My protestations, that it should have been to the 
right and that anyway couloirs weren't vertical 
were of no avail. "Yo u found it - you can lead it", I 
said churlishly. He did too and what a lead. Foran 
hour he battled upward encountering rotten ice, 
snow and rock while I could butadmireand off era 
few pathetically limp words of encouragement. I 
contemplated my belay, doubted it would hold, 
contemplated my future, doubted I had one and 
contemplated my toes to find I had some but they 
were cold. 

A small victorious voice said "come on up" and 
makingjudicious use of the rope, stomach, knees 
and backside, I eventually joined the Apprentice 
on a tiny ledge. As hard an ice pitch as I ever want 
to be dragged up it was obviously not the right 

route. Where now? 
Above, steep rock led to the ridge and safety -

some 600ft away. His eyes said, 'your lead' and 
after his magnificent effort I could hardly demur; 
"besides", he said, ever the gent, "it's your turn". 
What a time for protocol' 

I led, picking the easiest line, to the bottom ofa 
steep 50ft crack which invited my attention, and 
repelled my first assault. Vertical and strenuous, it 
was the only way - decisions to be made - try 
again. After 30ft I was exhausted and tried to rest 
on fist-jams but this, at 13,000ft, made monstrous 
demands on fast diminishing reserves. I looked 
below. A fall here would put me well beneath the 
Apprentice and out in space under overhangs. Not 
a pretty thought. "Watch the rope," I cried 
euphemistically, "Not sure I can do it. " What was 
meant to be a calm statement of fact emerged a 
hoarse and panic-laden whimper - but fighting, 
grunting, snarling and swearing I made it -
obviously. 

When I had recovered sufficiently I brought up 
the Apprentice and was pleased when he asked for 
a tight rope. 

Several hundred easier feet later I half pulled 
myself over on to the Ridge - halfbecause I hadn't 
the strength to do it in one and half because who 
should be picnicing not two feet before me but the 
Apprentice's two blonde admirers! 

There being no retreat I completed an 

undignified stomach roll and lay in a pathetic, 
dishevelled bundle, all sense of relief drowned by 
this new humiliation. 'Lothario is well behind', I 
spat venomously - just as he vaulted easily from 
the vertical on to the horizontal and stood, 
sartorially immaculate before my two sirens. "Hi 
girls", he said without a trace of strain, "made a 
slight route-finding error." Now I had foolishly 
thought that being on the sharp end of the rope 
when we arrived on the ridge, I might have 
salvaged me some vestige of honour, but slowly it 
dawned that in their eyes this merely 
compounded my blunders; I was in the lead so the 
blame was mine. 

How my abject form regained the road I have no 
recollection, though I do remember missing the 
last cable car and the blisters of an extra 3,000ft of 
toe-stubbing descent. 

With every cobble assuming Himalayan 
proportions, and tired as we were, we sought 
sanctuary in a bar rather than face the camp site. 
The Apprentice bought the first round - a unique 
event - and the second, third and fourth-uniquer 
still 1 Well, you know how it is - we'd been on the 
go 18 hours orso with nothingbuttwo spoon fulls 
of cold/burnt porridge in the belly and, would you 
believe it, I was seduced again! Another go on the 
morrow. 

We did it too - apparently so - for I have few 
memories and none of them happy. I'm assured 
that the conditions and weather were perfect and 
we did the route in grand style and in a respectable 
time. But my recollections even when softened by 
that mythical 'retrospect' which is supposed to 
erase all the warts and leave the good times 
shining through, are of fumbled gear, cold feet, 
150ft pitches that felt like 250 and - all the rest. 

Even the photies didn't come out. That's 
Alpinism, see you next season. 

Summary 
An irreverent view of Alpine climbing by the 

head of the British National Mountaineering 
Centre. It is based on ascents of the Eiger, 
Matterhorn and Leschaux North Faces, the last by 
a new route. 



C~ase Encaun1er w•1h 1he []eu•rs Tawer 
By Steve Gardiner 

Rock climbing is increasing rapidly at Devil ' s 
Tower National Monument. Possibly the movie 
Close Encounters of the Third Kind inspired some 
to explore the rock; possibly the nationally 
televised Willig-Matous climb on April 28 
interested others. Whatever the reason, more and 
more climbers are finding their way to North
eastern Wyoming to climb America's first 
National Monument. For those who have 
included the Tower on their list of ' things to do', 
here is information about the rock, climbing 
history, and a brief description of ten popular 
routes. 

The Tower is crystalline orck of phonolitic 
porphyry that rises steeply above the Belle 
Fourche river. The sides rise vertically 875ft from 
its wooded base, forming angles from 75 to 85 
degrees for the last 500ft. Because of the hardness 
of the rock, the columnar jointing formed during 
cooling of the igneous melt, and the sheerness of 
the rock, the climbing on the Tower is excellent. 

The first successful mountaineering route at 
Devil's Tower was pioneered by Fritz Weissner in 
1937. Shortly after this, in 1938, Jack Durrance 
made the second successful ascent by a different 
route. (This route was used to rescue the 
parachutist, George Hopkins, who was stranded 
on the top for five days.) Following the war, 
climbing at the Monument gained popularity and 

Above: Aerial view of the Devil's Towerfrom the Southeast. Photo: Carl Schreier. 
at pm ent, there are 70 free and aid routes. The 
difficulty ratings of these routes range from 5.6 to 
5.11 Al-Cl to A4. 

To give you an idea of the increase in climbing at 
the Tower, last year alone, 1700 people reached 
the summit When you consider that only 7,500 
climbers have reached thesummitsince 1937,you 
can begin to appreciate the swelling throngs. 

As with any climbing area, certain routes have 
become classics and receive more repetitions. 
Judging from the number of ascents and the 
opinions of climbers, we feel the following routes 
give a good representation of the different types 
and difficulties of climbs to be found at Devil's 
Tower: 

Durrance - (5.6) This is the easiest route on the 
Tower and is a good place to begin. Thepitchesare 
short and each belay ledge has two eye bolts which 
provide an extremely safe belay. The route can 
easily be protected on all pitches and several 
pitons have been left at points of difficulty. 
Seventy-five percent of the ascents of Devil's 
Tower are made on this route. 

Tad - (5.7) This route follows a hand jam crack 
on the East Face. It is short, two pitches, and can 
be very well protected with stoppers and hexes. It 
is a very popular route and contains no loose rock. 

Weissner - (5.7) If you like squeeze chimneys, 
this is your route. It can be adequately protected 

on the crux pitch by using two fixed pins, large 
hexes and tube chocks. The first technical ascent 
of the Tower was made by this route. 

El Cracko Diablo - (5.8) Hand and fistjamsare 
used to ascend this two pitch crack which is located 
next to Tad. 
Patent Pending - (5 .8) This 5 pitch free climb is 
on the North Face which keeps it in the shade 
much of the day. It would make a good climb for a 
hot August day. Its crux is a 5.8 overhang which is 
turned by using face holds and fist jams. 

Soler- (5.9) Many locals feel So/eris the finest 
free climb on the Tower. It has no crux, but 
provides two pitches of continuous jamming. The 
route is clean and well protected on solid rock. 

McCarthy West Face - (5.9-A2) This was the 
first route up the long West Face and consists of 
five pitches offree climbingand one pitch of direct 
aid. 
Hollywood and Vine - (5.10 or Al) This isa much 
climbed route, both free and on aid. Many learn to 
lead direct aid on this route because the 
placements are very good. It can readily be done 
clean. As a free route, Hollywood and Vine is 
steadily becoming more popular. 
Direct Southeast- (A2 or 5. I I) A classic aid route 
for many years, Direct Southea_st was free climbed 
for the first time this past season. Done free, it 
contains two pitches of 5.11. 
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The Window - (A4) This is the hardest aid route at 
Devil's Tower. It was pioneered by Royal Robbins 
in 1964 and was repeated for the first time lastJuly. 
This spectacular route passes through two sets of 
overhangs totalling 18ft. A rurp is used at the crux. 

Meadows Rappel Route - The National Park 
Service has installed eye bolts at the western end of 
the Meadows area for a standard rappel which 
may be used to descend from all climbing routes. 
Three cairns at the summit mark the lines of 
descent. The east cairn is the top of the Meadows 
scramble and may be easily downclimbed to the 
Meadows. The other two cairns both mark rappel 
bolts for returning to the Meadows area. From 
there, three rappels are required to reach the base. 
Two 150ft ropes are required to make this rappel. 

While many other worthwhile routes exist, we 
have pointed these out as representative samples. 
For example, as of April, 1979, there are at least 
twelve routes that have never received a second 
ascent. 

More detailed information of these and other 
routes may be obtained in the Climber's Guide to 
Devil's Tower National Monument and from the 
Park Services rangers at the Visitor's Centre. 
Another source, Free Climbs at Devil's Tower, 
provides line drawings which illustrate many free 
routes. 

Unfortunately, the Park Service does not mail 
out printed information, so anyone seriously 
contemplating climbing at Devil's Tower would 
be strongly advised to obtain a copy of one of the 
guide books. 

The only regulation on climbing at the Tower is 
that climbers must register with the rangers before 
and after climbing. Suggestions on how to further 
enjoy the Devil's Tower National Monument are 
available in a pamphlet from the Park Rangers. 

See you at the Tower! 
Summary 

A commentary on the climbing possibilities at 
Devil's Tower National Monument, Wyoming, 
USA 
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Left above: The South Face. Most climbing activity is on this face. Notice two climbers on the leaning Column while one climbs the Durrance Crack. The 
leader is atop the Durrance Column, Durrance Route (5.6). Centre: The East Face; the large overhang in the centre marks the Window Route ( A4). Photos: 
Gardiner. Bottom: Steve Gardiner leading Soler(5. 9). Photo: Brackin. Above left: Mark Brackin on Soler. Centre: Brackin leading Hollywood and Vine 
on aid. right: a silhouetted climber begins his ascent of the l eaning Column on the Durrance Route. Photos: Gardiner. Below: in 1895 Winnie Rogers 
became the.first woman to set foot on the top of Devils Tower using the stake ladder. (Photo: US National Park Service) . 
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In the Saxony area of East Germany (GDR) and the Bohemia area of 
North Czechoslovakia exists the oldest established high standard rock 
climbing tradition in the world. Before the British Isles oranywhere else in 
Europe the sandstone faces and towers of these areas boasted Extreme 
grade rock climbs. In photo articles by HENRY BARBER and JIRI 
NOVAK we give an impression of modern standards in Saxony and 
Bohemia. 

SAXONY 
By Henry Barber 
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Above: Oliver Perry Smith carved his name beside 
the crack to prove that he had climbed it. Disbelief 
was in order, the route is 5.9, Per,ySmithclimbeditin 
1909! The belay ringdatesfrom later. Photo: Hen,y 
Barber. Left: Barber on the Rost, or Schwager, 
Crack. The 5.11 finger/fist /off-width crack wasfirst 
led in 1954. Photo: Rick Hatch. 

Saxony and Bohemia were likened to 
Switzerland by the same generation of 19th 
century travellers that discovered the Alps. The 
sandstone rock has eroded to give thousands of 
towers, up to 450ft high, spread throughout the 
rolling wooded countryside of the valley of the 
River Elbe and its tributaries. The towers vary in 
appearance from monolythic Trollenberg 
fortresses to multiple skyscraper needles of white 
rock aptly called cities in Bohemia These surreal 
towers demand to be climbed but it is clear from 
the outset that only with most bold approach will 
the spectacular lines be climbed. 

The obvious challenges were taken up in the 
late 19th century. Climbing technology did not 
exist then so the climbs were done in the most 
basic style. Without friction-rubber boots 
climbers discovered the happy coincidence that 
bare feet are almost more effective on the 
sandstone. The sandstone is too friable and 
rounded for. sling or piton runners, so major 
protection had to be from ring bolts. But to drive a 
ring bolt was such a difficult process that it limited 
their application. Without protection the rope 
became less important for ascent being carried 
mainly to get off. As elsewhere early lines followed 
obvious features and cracks. The standard of crack 
climbing had reached British Extreme or USA5. 9 
by 1909 when visiting American Oliver Perry 
Smith climbed the crack in the photograph above. 
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Above: the standard, and only,form ofrunner used 
in the GDR, a knotted sling. The uneven tie-off 
tightens the knot in such a way as to giveacamming 
acrion: a rope Friend that holds well in the soft 
sandstone. Photo: Barber. Right: the 2nd ascent of 
rhe 'Heisse Herzen 'Route on the Nonnengartner, a 
9a grade climb - 5. 11 . Photo: Jiii Novak. 

As he did it on his own, and human nature being 
what it is, the usual disbelieving noises were 
made. To prove his point Perry Smith returned 
and carved his initials at a point of suitable 
difficulty well off the ground. This was not an 
isolated climb, Perry Smith had already 
established a 5.9 route on the Falkenstein in 1907. 
He climbed several other cracks to this standard. 
This was not an isolated outburst. By 1924 such 
routes as the Norman-Hangel (5.9) and the 1924 
Route on the Monchstein had been led, they 
remain classics. Perhaps the best known climber 
from this era was Fritz Wiessner, later to emigrate 
to the USA Independent of the rest of world 
climbing the standard rose. By the 1950's, when 
Joe Brown and his contamporaries raised the 
standard of British climbing so dramatically, 
standards in Saxony were already there. The Rost 
crack is a classic (E4, Sc/5 .11) put up in 1954. At 
this standard all the cracks would go and so the 
nextsurgeforwardwason the walls. Climbers like 
Herbert Richter and his pupil Berndt Arnold led 
the way. 

The code of conduct for ascents. today remains 
the same as 70 years ago, ring bolts at major points 
on the route with intermediate protection only 
allowed from knotted slings. The insertion of the 
bolts must be made by the leader of the first ascent 
party during the climb. No pre-placement is 
allowed and replacement of rotting bolts is far 

from automatic. The technique is that the leader 
either places the bolt when he is well stood or he 
does so immediately adjacent to a knotted sling 
runner. This procedure is not always completed 
without falls . Knotted slings work extremely well 
in the soft textured sandstone cracks. Metal chock 
stones would break the rock, the knotted slings 
mould and hold. Nylon ropes give greater possi
bilities for safety but falls can be frighteningly near 
fatal. Because high standards have been prevalent 
for so long and the tradition of pure style passed on 
undiluted, today's hardest climbs are the equal of 
any in the world. The brutal simplicity of the rules 
ensures that all leads are serious undertakings. 

Berndt Arnold in 1978 was the author of so 
many hard routes that in effect a new grade was 
created for his unrepeated ascents, some eighty 
climbs. On other routes all the ascents had been 
led by Arnold. Certainly in the 1970's he was the 
best lead climber in the world. As many of his 
'nasties' remain unrepeated he probably still is . 
Introduced to the use of chalk by foreign climbers 
Arnold saw some advantages in its use but not 
enough to make him try to permanently change 
the rules to permit it. A similar history applies to 
the use of metal nuts. Visiting West German 
climbers used them frequently. Whilst they were 
not, 'thrown of the crags', it was indicated that 
their use was thought unethical and the practice 
has not caught on widely. Objections were based 

not only on ethics but on the obvious fact that 
metal chockstones break and destroy the soft rock. 
Before completing the ascent of the Meuerturm, a 
9c route (ES, 6a/5 . 11 +), the crux moves being at 
the top of the tower on friction hand and foot 
holds, Amol.cl had to be not only physically 
prepared forth is but mentally prepared fora series 
of70ft falls before finding the right sequence. All 
this barefoot, chalkless, without even the benefit 
ofknotted slings on the blank wall, and a direct fall 
on to a second man in a hanging belay on a ring 
bolt The rules are indeed simple. The uncanny 
sense of tradition, reinforced by the thought that 
'if they could do it 70 years ago without. .. ' ensures 
that hard climbs in Saxony style remain test pieces 
notjust for physical ability but for mental strength. 

The isolation of the area by world political 
events has always been more apparent than real. 
Both the G.D.R and Czechoslovakia are 
accessible to climbers after completing the 
formalities of obtaining a tourist visa at the 
Embassies of the respective countries (a 
residential address i.e. Hut/Hostel is required in 
advance for the G.D.R). Travel by road or train is 
relatively easy and the climbing areas are no 
further than the distance from Britain to the 
Dolomites. 
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Above left: Steve Wunch on the Feuerwand 
(Fire Wall), Freierturm (9b 5. I I+). Wunch is 
using knotted sling protection on to which he later 
fell, as did Henry Barber on the second pitch. 
Steve did manage to free climb past four rings to 
make one 120ft pitch where previously four 
shorter belayed sections had been done. This 

· established a new style for the climbers of the area 
which Berndt Arnold has subsequently taken up. 
Centre: Berndt Arnold on the first ascent of yet 
another difficult lead. Notice the wire brush and 
star drill hanging from his rack. The tied off bolt in 

the foreground was later finished off by the 
second, an accepted practice. The use of bolts for 
runners is more modern, see previous photo 
caption. 

Right: Berndt Arnold and team on the first 
ascent of the Super/ativ, Grosser Wehlturm. Apart 
from the number of his friends understandably 
keen to complete the route after his lead, note the 
style of belaying at each ring, coupled with the 
long run outs between them. At 9c(E5, 6b/5.12) it 
is one of Arnold' s most difficult climbs. He feel s 
that he is just beginning his finest most ' sophisti-

cated or mature' wall routes after sixteen years of 
climbing. Photos: Barber collection. 
Below: The South Wall of the Hollenhund . There 
are six grade 8 routes, one grade 9, the Central 
South Wall. The left hand party is on the Herren
panie, 8a, and the right on the Dietrich Hasse, also 
8a. Photo: Fritz Wiessner. The sequence of photos 
shows Henry Barber and Rick Hatch climbing the 
Herrenpanie(Gentleman's Excursion). In the first 
photo note the belay ring to the right of the belayer 
which is on the South Face Central Route. Photos: 
Rudolph Seifart. 



Right: Pepa Voderacky - "Trpas/ik" ("Dwa,f") leading the difficult grade VII, Zlura 
Stena route on Sokoli Vei (Falcon 's Tower) in the SucheSkaly area. Majka Maskova at 
the belaying ring and Joska 'Rak' Rakoncaj J,-ee soloing below. Photo: Vladimir 
Prochazka. Centre: climbing the chimney to the /st ring bolt on Carovna Stena 
('Beautiful Wall') a Czech grade Vllb climb on Koksova Vei Tower, AdrspasskeSkaly. 
Photo: Jii'i Novak. Left: Standa Silhan on Letecka cesta, Czech grade VIie, Milenci 
Tower, AdrspassakeSkaly. Photo: Miri Smid. 

BOHEMIA 
By Jiri Novak 
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There is only one range of high mountains in 
Czechoslovakia - the High Tatras. It is situated in 
the eastern part of the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic, Northern Slovakia this presents a 
problem for mountaineers from Bohemia. 
For example, the distance between Prague 
and the High Tatras is almost 600 kilometres, 
farther than to the limestone ranges of the 
Alps. Therefore training rocks of all kinds and 
above all the sandstone rocks area where there is 
a different approach to climbing are of great 
importance to Czech climbers. 

Many Czech climbers prefer sandstone 
climbing to climbing in high mountains. Sand
stoneclimbing is a main partoftheirsportactivity. 
Rock-climbing in the sandstoneareasofBohemia 
started later than in Saxony and it was Germans 
who most influenced the beginning of the 
sandstone climbing in Bohemia The rules of 
rock-climbing are almost the same as those in 
Saxony. The main principle is free climbing in 
which the climber may use only his own strength 
and the natural properties of the rock. It 
is forbidden to use pitons or other means of 
security as hand-holds or for direct aid. The only 
exception is the use of"a shoulder" in which the 
lead climber may use the support of another 
climber. In this point there is already a difference 

between Saxon and Czech rules. In the German 
Democratic Republic the standing climber must 
stand free on the wall. In some regions ofBohemia 
it is allowed that the supporting climber may be 
seated at a ring-piton. Protection is only by means 
of knotted slings. It is not ethical to use hexentrics, 
stoppers or pitons. For the stances massive ring
pitonsaresunk into man-made holes. Even for the 
installation of ring-pitons strict rules must be 
observed. They differ according to regions. The 
principle is that a ring-pito_n must be installed by 
the firstascensionistwithoutanyhelp from above 
and without pre-boring of an auxiliary piton i.e. 
only by using natural properties of the rock. In 
Czech regions it is forbidden to climb in winter 
and after rain when the sandstone is more 
friable. Light boots with a soft plain rubber 
sole are used. According to unwritten, but also 
written official rules it is forbidden to climb 
secured by a top-rope. In contrast to the GDR 
there is a different classification in Bohemia In 
the GDR the official classification is to Vile; 
unofficially VII d = VIiia, Vlllb; Vile= VIIIcand 
!Xa-c. In Bohemia the highest grade is Vile. Of 
course this classification is now unjustifiable 
because persisting with the grade Vile for the 
hardest climbs raises the need to up-date the 
classification of routes all the time. The unofficial 

classification in the GDR to the degree IXc is right 
in my opinion. It divicjes the routes of the highest 
difficulty and it is sufficiently wide for new 
extreme routes in the near future and moreover it 
is not closed from above. The comparison of 
difficulty is treated at the end of this article. 

In Bohemia there are three main regions with 
sandstone "cities" : 
I. Decinske steny which is connected with 
regions in the GDR - Elbsandsteingebiet. 
2. Cesky raj . 
3. North-eastern Bohemia 

In addition to the main regions there are 
smaller cliffs scattered all over Northern 
Bohemia The individual sandstone regions differ 
greatly, for example by the concentration of the 
towers. In some rock 'cities' there is one tower 
next to another one, in other 'cities' there are free 
standing towers scattered in deep woods. There 
are also great differences in the hardness of rocks 
that influences the appearance of towers. But 
because of different degrees of erosion it 
influences the climbing possibilities. There are 
both quite smooth towers without any hand
holds or ledges and perfectly jointed towers 
with many holds. 

.. .. ..... continued on p36 

.. :~i•_: 
Milenci Tower, 300/i high, Adrspacske skaly, 
routes: I. Letecka cesta, VIie. 2. Milenecka cesta, 
VII. 3. Piliiva cesta, VII. 4. Cesta slunecniho svitu, 
VIie o = ring bolt. Photo: Novak. 
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1 - Hruboskalsko 
2 - Prachovske skaly 
3 - Piihrazy 
4 - Suche skaly 

PLIEN 

cn:cHOSLOVAKIA 

a, 
JIHLAVA 

,',USTRIA 

POLAND 
'L, 

BRNO ~ 

""·-·-·, 
B - NE Bohemia C - Decinske steny D - Saxony 

1 - Adrspassle skaly 1 - Prostredni a dolni Zleb I - Dresden 
2 - Teplicke skaly 

Top left: Kapelnik Tower Hruboskalsko area 
"Udolni cesta" route, grade Vile, in the crack below 
the ring bolt. Above: Kapelni Tower, 200Ji high. 
1 - Udolni cesta, Vile. 2 - Empirova cesta, Vllb. 
3 - Funkeho cesta, Vil. 4 - Jeschkeho stena, Vil. 
Photos: Novak. Top right: the Kapelnik ('Band 
Master') tower and the Skalak area, 
Hrubaskaslsko. 1 - Sfinga Tower. 2 - Zlata 
Vyhlidka Tower. Left foreground is Podmokelska 
with Taktovka ('The Baton') just visible behind. 
Centre: the obvious thing to do on the topofa tower! 
In fact the Taktova Tower. it may help to explain the 
antics if you take into account that the Czechs as a 
nation drink even morebeerthan the British/Below: 
Zorka Prachtelova, one of the bell er Czech women 
climbers descending, solo, the Normal Route (Ill) 
on theSfinga Tower; she free soloed up a Vllb route. 
Photos: Prochazka. Far right: Nova ceska cesta 
route, grade Vllb, Kobyla Tower, Piihrazy. Photo
montage: Novak. 

' 





Right: "Tqwslik" leading rhe Vega Roure. grade 
Vllb 011 Srie.dni Ve: (Middle To11-er) in rhe Suche 
Ska(r area. Pharo: Procha::ka. 

Some important regions 
CESKYRAJ 
HRUBOSKALSKO 
The area with soft fine-grained sandstone. The 
rock is relatively friable, but the walls of the towers 
have many holds. It offers a great choice of routes 
of all grades of difficulty and all kinds: mostlywall
climbing. The height of the towers is 120-200ft. 
The area is one of the most popular, the total 
numberoftowers is about 450. The most important 
towers: Kapelnik, Smitkova vez, Draci vez, Draci 
zub, Majak, Ocun, Brana. 

PRACHOVSKE SKAL Y 
A popular place for tourist trips. The area has 

very fine rock and many crack-climbs. The 
towers, about 150ft high, are close together. 
From the 220 towers the most important are: 
Prachovskajehla, Prachovska capka, Drazaanska 
vez, Americka vez, Rektorky, Smitkova vez. 

PRIHRAZY 
The area is visited less than the previous ones. It 

offers especially beautiful wall-climbs. The 
occurence of hard rusty "pancakes" with iron in 
the rock is typical of this area. Here is situated one 
of the most beautiful sandstone formations in 
genera[ the KOBYLAtower. The other important 
towers are: Hladka vez, Zelezne veze, Soudek, 
Turnovska vez. The number of towers is about 
150. 

SUCHESKALY 
This massif is quite different from the other 

areas. It is a sharp sandstone ridge of mountain 
character with the walls up to 200ft high. Here is 
the hardest sandstone. It is the only area which has 
been climbed on also in winter for a long time and 
where the routes are secured by classical pitons; 
the first ascensionist is the only person who has 
the right to insert them. In the area there exists also 
a few routes climbed by the non-sandstone free
style tactics, i.e. with pitons, artificial climbs. 

NORTH-EASTERN BOHEMIA 
ADRSPASSKE SKAL Y 

A grandiose area with smooth 350ft high 
towers. The sandstone is coarse-grained and hard, 
so that the main kind of routes are chimneys, 
cracks and friction walls. The area demands not 
only good technique but also physical fitness. 
The main towers are: Milenci, Starosta, 
Starostova, Stepanska koruna. The number of 
towers is 650. 

TEPLICKE SKAL Y 
An area of high walls with firm sandstone. The 

towers have more features than those in the near
by area of Adrspasske skaly. The most important 
towers are - Chramove steny, Martinske steny, 
Korab, Hlaska. The number of towers is 300. 

DECINSKE STENY 
PROSTREDNI A DOLNI ZLEB 

This area goes into the GDR along the river 
Elbe. In comparison with Saxony there is a small 
number of towers only 50 or so in this territory. 
The beautiful walls with small hand-holds are 
formed from solid sandstone. The most popular 
towers are: Jeptiska, Skfii\. 
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The comparison of Czech and Saxon (GDR) difficulty of some popular difficult routes: 

Tower and area route Czech grade Saxon grade 
of diff. of diff. 

· KAPELNIK Udolni stena/Wall of valley Vile VIiia 
Hruboskalsko 

SMITKOVA VEZ Vzpominkova cesta Vile VIiie or 
Hruboskalsko IXa 
ANEBO Rucni spara/Hand crack Vile Vlllb 
Hruboskalsko Ville 

SMITKOVA VEZ Victoria Vile Vlllb 
Prachovske skaly Zea nafku Vile Vlllb 

REKTORKA El condor pasa Vile Vlllb 
Prachovske skaly 

AMERICKA VEZ Las Vegas Vile Ville 
Prachovske skaly 

PRACHOVSKA JEHLA 
Prachovske skaly Udolni cesta Vile Vlllb 

SKRIN Toulani po hvezdach Vile VIiia 
Zleb 

MILENCI Letecka cesta Vile VIiia 
Adrspasske skaly 

KOBERCE Bila ruze Vile !Xa 
Adrspasske skaly 

Comparisons with British and USA gradings are not exact, given that both the Czech and GDR 
systems have difficulty separating climbs with one hard move from sustained pitches. 
Approximately Czech Vile is British E3 , 6a and GDR !Xa is USA 5.11. ... 



CLIMBING IN JAPAN 
The second and concluding part of Tsunemichi Ikeda's commentary on Japanese 
climbing - is a review of Japanese climbing achievements overseas. 

The Role of Masatsugu Konishi 
Kazuoh Saito had intended to create a new 

mountaineering club. A "sincere" mountain
eering school in its activities and in its members' 
full devotion to mountaineering, in the manner of 
a michi, the art. "Never make a playful 
commitment, I demanded of the members. I 
hoped for them to pursue some most sincere 
objective through the practice of mountaineering 
as a target for life.", Saito recalls his attitudes 
towards his fellow members then. Still now, of 
course, Saito desires his members to keep it in 
their minds. 

Saito and his friends lived in 'downtown' 
Tokyo, naturally the club was organized in the 
very low place near the coast of Tokyo Bay. 
Actually, before having been encircled with 15ft 
high flood defence walls in the early 1960's the 
eastern part of the Sumida River frequently 
flooded whenever typhoons hit the Kan to Plain. 
Small factories and tiny household businesses 
were densely packed on the one hundred year old 
reclaimed land. Mt. Fuji and its surroundings 
could be seen only on truly clear winter mornings. 

Workers in these small firms and factories, and 
sons of tiny household businesses responded to 
Saito and Sangakudoshikai. Saito and five others 
devoted themselves to the training of these youths 
who had little knowledge in mountaineering. 
Their aim was to make Sangakudoshikai a strong 
club and to breed first class mountaineers. The 
mountaineering boom after the first ascent of 
Manaslu in 1956 favoured their endeavours. 
Many youths knocked at the door of the club to be 
accepted twice in a year! 

Masatsugu Konishi joined in September 
1957, in the fifth year. He was a typical new 
member who had had very little knowledge of 
climbing. He trained through the curriculum to 
become a strong climber only three years later. 

Konishi was born in 1938 in ' downtown' Tokyo 
as the second son of a shirt taylor. During the war 
his father died of a stomach ulcer and his mother 
raised two sons and a daughter by sewing 
kimonos. Masatsugu graduated from junior high 
school and started his working career as a printer 
in a firm at Ginza in Tokyo in 1954. He was the 
only pupil in his class who abandoned his school 
careerbytheageofl5 . In the printing company he 
started as an errand boy, then rose to become 
an operator of a photocompositor later. 

Above: Masatsugu Konishi in 1979. Photo: Akira Kobori. 

He joined the drawing club and hiking club of 
the company, but never became a keen member in 
either club. It was on the lchinokurasawa face of 
Mt. Tanigawadake that he first was astonished to 
see vertical rocks and realise that such a wall was 
climbable only by skilled climbers. He cannot 
remember exactly why he went to join Sangaku
doshikai. He had no connections with the 
members of the club, but knew the club through 
an advertisement in a mountaineering magazine. 

The first steep climbing he experienced was on 
the East Face of Mt. Akadake (2899m), a peak in 
Mt. Yatsugatake (means composed of eight peaks, 
300km to the west of Tokyo) in March, 1958. It 
was an individual climb, led by two senior 

members only six months after he joined the club. 
"I was horrified on the steep wall. It was a mixed 
650ft line. The two seniors took the lead and I 
merely followed them. But I was completely 
scared on the exposed wall. I frantically took off 
crampons, then boots'. I held fast to the rocks in a 
greasy sweat. " 

By the following March, however, he was a 
leader in the spring camp in charge of one party. 
He has never written precisely about the horrible 
experience when he was first in the hills, nor why 
he was devoted to climbing so keenly after it. What 
we now know is that he became completely 
devoted to climbing after that. Because he was a 
wage earner, not a salaried clerk, it was easier to be 
absent from the printing firm. Almost all of his 
holidays were spent in climbing, and his progress 
in the first years was rapid. 

Saito did not allow his members to try first 
ascents, or participate in the competition to 
develop a new difficult line for the first three years. 

Therefore Sangakudoshikai club was not well 
known in climbing circles. But had practice 
gradually got the club to the front of the Japanese 
climbing scene. Activities focused on ascents and 
traverses in winter. Many local clubs 
competed in order to claim some 'firsts'. 
Their only forum was in mountaineering maga
zines, and the competitions actually were 
invisible races. But as a result of the race, accidents 
in winter increased. Most were by snow 
avalanches. 4 members of the Sangakudoshikai 
were killed in the late 1950s. 

Sangakudoshikai was not a leading climbing 
force, though strong climbers were steadily 
emerging. Members did not care about climbing 
styles. For example, a party of the club had fixed 
ropes in autumn on a difficult line on the Takidani 
wall of Mt. Maehodakadake in the Northern 
Japanese Alps for their winter attempt in 1959. 
The fixed rope was severely criticized by a 
mountaineering magazine. Konishi seemed to 
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have accepted the criticism sincerely, though the 
rope w:is not fixed by him. And he eagerly trained 
with some of his comrades to become 
'iron-men', one of Konishi's favourite phrases 
that meant "capable in bitter cold on steep 
faces with iron-will and iron-like physical 
strength". He intended to become a leading 
climber and to make the club a leading climbing 
force. The Takidani Face was chosen as the 
training site. He attempted 10 straight bivouacs on 
the face in mid-winter, or attempted continuous 
climbs of big walls, ferrying 90lbs on the steep 
face, etc. Through these hard practices Konishi 
established his firm leadership of Sangakudoshi
kai. At the same time he had confidence that he 
was already a leading climber in Japan. 

1962 and 63 were troublesome years for 
Konishi, though he kept his grasp firmly on 
the leadership of the club. He suffered a 
stomach ulcer and had 2/3 of his stomach 
removed. Moreover, soon after recovering from 
the operation, he damaged his back when he was 
climbing. Too heavy loads caused him backache. 
He had to suspend climbing until late 1964. ltwas 
at this time that Konishi first studied mountain
eering deeply. His study covered Himalayan 
expeditions and Alpine climbs very widely. "I 
visited Maruzen Book store (a famous window 
opened for the introduction of advanced Western 
culture in Tokyo) frequently and spent almost all 
my money buying mountaineering books. Also I 
wandered the second-hand stores at Kanda." He 
took notes of the documents by peak both in 
Himalaya and Alps. "I came to figure out clearly 
how the North Face of Grandes Jorasses was 
composed. And I could compare how friends, 
Heckmaier and Buhl described their climbs at 
crucial sections. I seriously examined whether I 
could climb with my ability." 

He was particularly inspired by Arna Dablam. 
"Yes, I admired the ice tower. Hillary and Doig's 
book was stimulating." Lionel Terray's book on 
Jannu was also quite impressive. I could share his 
view that the value of climbing should not be 
judged merely by the altitudes. Climbers should 
pursue difficulty, he asserted in his book." He was 
soon disappointed in the race by Japanese 
climbers on the small faces of his country. 

By late 1964 he made a plan to organize an 
expedition to Purbichachu (6440m). He aimed at 
the 10,000ftofits South Face. ltwasa unique plan. 
He intended to do the climb in 1967 with a four
man party. Expenses were the members' personal 
burden. He printed the plan in December and 
actually circulated it in mountaineering circles. It 
was the fruitofhis two years study on climbing and 
expeditions. The bold plan was madewithoutany 
advice from other Japanese climbers. He studied 
only from books. Purbichachu could not be 
imagined by university-club based expedition 
organizers at all. The steepness, small party, and 
self-fulfilling budgets may be the reasons -
symbolically found here planned by a local-club 
based climber. 

The plan soon collapsed. Two comrades who 
had promised to join the party to Purbichachu 
were killed the next January by an avalanche 
accident. A few months after the accident the 
Himalayan peaks were banned to climbers. 

The ban on climbing by the Nepalese 
Government was a great shock not only for 
Konishi. There were many other plans for the 
Himalayas and local clubs were about to start a 
rush. The easing of foreign travel the year before 
aroused a boom of expeditions. The targets were 
smoothly changed to peaks in the Alps. In the 
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summer of 1965 Mitsuhiko Hattori made the first 
Japanese ascent of the North Face of the 
Matterhorn, and Mitsumasa Takada climbed the 
North Face of the Eiger. These two ascents were 
big news in Japanese mountaineering. 

Konishi was stimulated by these two ascents. 
He secretly aimed at the winter ascent of the 
Matterhorn. "I could easily expect criticisms 
against my plan. And when I publicized it, I got 
only sneers. Even some of our club members 
criticized me that the winter ascent was too bold. 
But I had confidence in the winter ascent. I 
examined Hattori and Takada's records in the 
Japanese mountains. And I found that theirs were 
inferior to my best climbs. At the same time, I 
wanted to attempt what Europeans were 
attempting. I did not think that it was arrogant to 
aim at the winter ascent of the North Face of the 
Matterhorn." 

Konishi intended to form a pair with Jiro Endo 
his 5 terms junior comrade. He made precise 
practice plans and devoted himself to it for a full 
year in 1966. He jogged from mid-night to just 
before dawn in Tokyo in just a shirt and short 
pants. He removed his gloves sometimes to climb 
rock on the Takidani face. Endo and Konishi made 
repeated bivouacs on the face at under - 20 C. 
They spent 30 days in January and March in the 
Northern Japanese Alps. 

"The s11eers against us were only on the point 
that we had no experience even in summer on the 
rocksoftheAlps. But we could counterthem by our 

hard practice in coldness and steepness." Takaoh 
Hoshino joined the pair just before departure 
because his separate party to the Alps collapsed. 

Endo and Konishi set sail from Yokohama to 
Na vodka and to Zermatt via the Siberian Railway. 
ltwastheirfirstoverseas trip. Hoshino joined them 
by air in early January. The landlady of the inn 
where they lodged was quite suprised at their 
attempt to climb the North Face of the Matterhorn 
and very kindly tried to make them abandon it 
"She must have thought that we were teenagers," 
Konishi recalls. 

They attempted a trial climb by the Hornli 
Ridge first and left loads in the hut. They then 
fixed ropes on the lower snow slopes before starting 
on February 3, 1967. They stopped in the Hornli 
Hut and set out on the North Face early the next 
morning. The blue ice was harder than expected. 
They needed 10 blows at the ice to make a step. 
They bivouaced at 370m. Konishi made a 
fatal mistake during the bivouac when he lost his 
crampons while removing his boots. He confesses 
that he could not sleep well that night and some
times considered a retreat. February 5th started 
with a snow storm. The climb began at 12.30 and 
they did only 300ft more before a second bivouac 
under a rock. On the 6th they climbed the big 
couloir for 1000ft, luckily the rocks were not 
covered with ice. But they could not find the 
traverse point to the head wall and lost time route 
finding and made a bivouac at the 4050m point, 
after fixing ropes for 200ft more. On the 7th the 



Left: Takaoh Hoshino of the summ itofthe Gran des Jorasses after the Jrdwinterascent 
of the Walker Spur. Sangakudoshikai photo. Above: Jiro Endo. Photo: Akira Kobori. " 
Top right: Naoki Takada, leader of the 1979 Latok 1 team. Centre: Nobuyuki Ogawa, 
who assisted Konishi on the Jan nu North Face climb and died tragically in summer 
1978. Bottom right: Makoto Hara, leader of the Makalu expedition in 1970 and a 
leading expedition organiser. lwa To Yuki photos. 

headwall was unexpectedly time consuming 
because Hoshino suffered frostbite to his fingers 
and Endo to his toes. The 1300ft was climbed in 
the afternoon and the ir'on cross on the Italian 
summit was reached at 17.35. They had to bivouac 
that night just under the cross. It was the third 
winter ascent of the North Face of the Matterhorn 
and, of course, the first Japanese ascent. 

Descent took two more nights in the Solvay hut 
and Hornli hut. Mick Burke and Dougal Haston 
welcomed them in the Hornli hut as they were 
preparing for their attempt on the same North 
Face. 

The story of their climb was published a year 
later in February 1968. It became a monumental 
text with its supplementary technical notes, and 
Konishi 'sassertion of the iron age in climbing. He 
picked up two other North Faces of the Alps, the 
Eiger, and the Grande Jorasses. The "Big Three 
North Faces", and "climb like an iron-man" 
became a Japanese climbers' theme thereafter. 

Konishi, Endo and Hoshino proved that their 
ability on cold and steep rocks and ice was enough 
to manage the severe conditions of big routes in 
the Alps. Theirs was the first achievement by 
Japanese climbers to rank as a memorable ascent 
in the climbing mecca of the world. At the same 
time it was the emergence of a new force in 
Japanese climbing. Local-club based climbers 
had come to the surface and university clubs were 
about to finish their leading role. In that winter 
other Japanese parti_es attempted the Eiger and 

routes in the Alps. A Sangakudoshikai party was 
one of those who successfully showed their fitness 
to be compared with advanced European 
climbers. 

Sangakudoshikai in a leading position 
Konishi suddenly became a popular figure in 

Japan and Sangakudoshikai a leading climbing 
force after the ascent of the North Face of the 
Matterhorn. Their success accelerated the 
Japanese climbers' pilgrimage to the Alps 
thereafter. Japanese women also went there, and 
more than 10 parties climbed the Matterhorn, 
Eiger and Grandes Jorasses. 

Konishi chose the Harlin Route on the North 
FaceoftheEigerinwinterastheclub's next target. 
!twas manifestly a preparation for the club's future 
expeditions to the Himalayan giants. "We needed 
three more strong climbers to achieve a siege on 
the gigantic North Face ofEiger," said Konishi. In 
early 1968 he selected four more young members 
in addition to the three from the Matterhorn. They 
were Ryoichi Fukada, Yukioh Shimamura, 
Masaru Samba and Nobuyuki Ogawa. Special 
training continued for two years and it was hard 
especially in the winter of '68-69. Konishi 
energetically trained the new members. Konishi 
himself admits that he was a dictator at that time 
and led every activity of the club. He was fierce 
against half-hearted members and very easily 
expelled such from the club. At his age, 30, he had 
to be at his peak both physically and in confidence 

for what he intended to do. The four new 
members responded to Konishi's heavy duties as 
well. 

In the midst of training in July 1969, Konishi 
was abruptly invited to join the reconnaissance 
party to the Southwest Face of Everest. The 
Japanese Alpine Club was planning an expedition 
to the highest mountain in the world in the next 
year. The plan itself had been postponed for four 
years as a result of the Nepalese ban on foreign 
expeditions. The JAC party intended to try a new 
variation on the unclimbed Southwest Face. The 
proud club had invited outsiders on its 
expedition, but the executives had to admit 
Konishi's high ability in rockclimbing. 

Konishi was deeply moved by the proposal, 
because it was the first invitation to a local-club 
based climber by the JAC, and it was a good 
chance to 'steal' the know-how of the procedures 
concerning the organization of expeditions, and 
to learn the complicated logistics required for the 
big siege. At the same time he himself wanted to 
know his fitness at high altitude. Serious 
discussions continued in Sangakudoshikai 
whether to send Konishi or not. The other 
members preparing for the Eiger had been 
accustomed loyally to follow the one-man leader
ship of Konishi. They were embarrassed and 
confused at the same time. But finally the club 
decided to accept Konishi's withdrawal from the 
Eiger direct. 

JAC's reconnaissance party leader Hideki 
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Above: The spectacular Southeast faces of Latoks I (left) and 3. Both climbed by Japanese parries in 1979, Pharo: Makoto Hara. 

Miyashita officially invited Konishi. Konishi's 
positive personality soon made him familiar to the 
party. In the four-month stay in Nepal, Konishi 
found a fair route on the Southwest Face and he 
climbed to a high point of8050m on the face with 
Naomi Uemura, who was from the mountain
eeringclubofMeiji University. "8000mwasnotso 
hazardous a place for me as I had expected before. 
I smoked cigarettes at high camps, but nothing 
seemed wrong with me," was Konishi's verdict 
He learned much from Myashita's good manage
ment of the party and good logistics in rotating 
teams smoothly on the very big faces. On the other 
hand he was surprised to discover that JAC 
members surprisingly knew little about newly 
developed climbing gear. "They used IO-point 
crampons and did not know the 12 point type" he 
reported. 

Konishi continued and joined the JAC party to 
Everest in the next pre-monsoon in 1970. He 
quitted the printing firm and fully devoted himself 
in preparation. He took the leadership of the 
Southwest Face team of the big 39-man party. He 
succeeded in including another member from 
Sangakudoshikai club, Reizo Ito. The party 
originally had intended dual purpose attempts 
both by Southwest Face and the original 
Southeast Ridge. When progress became slow on 
the Southwest Face, which was unusually covered 
with little snow and suffered frequent stonefalls in 
that year, the executives ordered the Konishi team 
to merge with the Southeast ridge team. Konishi 
smoothly accepted the order because, "I knew that 
eight more climbers were needed to breakthrough 
the rockband. Only one more camp would be 
possible at most on the big face. " 

The party succeeded in the first Japanese ascent 
of Everest, by the original route, by three Japanese 
and a Sherpa. The Western Cwm was crowded 
that year. Another Japanese party attempted to ski 
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down from the South Col, which Yuichiro Miura 
did. On the Southwest Face the high-point was 
again at 8050m, and the route was similar to the 
British Party's in '75. 

All this while, Sangakudoshikai intended the 
second winter ascent of the Harlin Route on the 
North Faceofthe Eiger. Of the six-man party led by 
Jiro Endo, fourwereentirelynewto the Alps, they 
managed to fix ropes on the direct line for 5,500ft 
in 43 days. The story is precisely documented by 
Dougal Haston in his book "The Eiger" (1974). 

The siege ended on March 18 without serious 
accidents or injury to the six members. The ice-axe 
rammed into the ice at the top of the Eiger was T. 
Aoyama's. He fell to his death when abseiling 
down the lchinokurasawa Face of Mount 
Tanigawadakejust two months before the party's 
departure. Endo and Hoshino commanded well 
the siege that had been schemed by Konishi. Their 
success proved the efficient training system of the 
club for fitness in the cold and capable skills on 
steep ground. Jumaring was fully utilized for the 
first time on this climb. 

But it is difficult to know whether Konishi and 
Endo felt more value in the siege than merely a 
preparation for bigger walls. Europeans may 
think it a strange attempt if the laborious climb 
was only a preparation for something. For the four 
climbers who were new to the Alps the siege was 
meaningful, and for the club in general it was a 
marvellous success that six climbers proved their 
fitness in such an arduous ascent. But for Endo 
and Hoshino the climb must have been a repeat of 
three years before. 

Late in 1970 JACgotan invitation from Norman 
Dyhrenfurth to recommend two Japanese 
climbers who were experienced on the Southwest 
Face for an international expedition. Konishi was 
recommended and he wanted Uemura as his 
Japanese partner on the expedition. He knew that 

Uemura was not an expert climber, correctly 
speaking he had almost no experience on vertical 
rock and ice. But he knew that Uemura's fitness at 
high altitude was amazingly strong. Konishi 
persuaded him to train in Japan and abruptly 
planned to try the Walker Spur of the Grandes 
Jorasses that winter, because he was requested to 
arrive in Kathmandu by next February. It was a 
great change of the planning easily made and 
actualized in only three years. Hoshino, who then 
worked in Geneva, and Yukioh Takaku who lived 
in West Germany again accepted to join the party. 
This time Katsutoshi Horiguchi and Kazuyoshi 
Konno were added to the party. 

Konishi had been absent from the 'vertical 
world' foraboutayearduring the Everest days. He 
had never climbed with the young Horiguchi and 
Konno before. 

In three years the progress of the members of 
Sangakudoshikai was marvellous. Hoshino 
stayed in Switzerland after his successful siege of 
the Eiger and climbed several big walls in the 
Dolomites. The gear, food and medical kits were 
collected there. Though preparation was short 
fitness was better than before. Katori accepted to 
support the six-man party from the Aiguille du 
Midi and had contact three times a day. Food was 
left on the Point Whymper. However, a six-man 
party is too many for rapid progress in winter. 
Konishi introduced a double rope system, where 
the lead climber did pitches without loads but 
fixing a rope, then the restjumarthe pitch, and the 
last member removes the pitons and ropes. The 
6,000ft route was divided into five sections, the 
leader of the crucial pitches in them was 
determined. 

Climbing started on December 22. Progress 
was not as smooth as expected but on the 25th the 
party reached the"GreyTower". On themorningof 
26th Katori reported that two more fine days were 



expected. The exposed three pitches wereclimbcd 
by the evening and then three days food was left 
for them. On the 27th the wind turned high and 
blew snow directly onto the face without respite. 
Their progress slowed down, only three pitches 
that day. Next dayanotherthree pitches were done 
but their down jackets became wet and they lost a 
food bag that night on the triangular snow field. 
They had a few dry fruits and one tube of milk. 

On the 29th Konishi led one pitch in the couloir 
in a heavy snow storm, while the others were 
forced to stay in the bivouac site without food. On 
the 30th he led three more pitches to the head of 
the couloir. On 31st, at last they had a clear sky. 
Konno took the lead of the last part for two days. 
The Point Walker was reached at I p.m. on New 
Years Day, 1971. The unexpectedly long 11 day 
climb of the Grandes Jorasses ended. 

It was really a narrow escape from the North 
Face for the six Japanese climbers. It was 
unfortunate for them that only two hours after 
radio communication with Teshima, the weather
forecast suddenly warned of a strong cold-front 
coming to the area. However, Teshima could not 
tell them because of magnetic confusion by the 
lightning rod on the summit of Aiguille du Midi. 
Their fitness for survival must be praised of 
course, but they had to sacrifice in total 27 fingers 
and toes. Konishi lost all his ten toes and left little 
finger, Horiguchi lost six toes and two fingers, 
Hoshino lost three toes and Konno five toes ofhis 
right foot. 

Konishi writes that for the first time he found a 
stronger Japanese climber than himself. It was 
Konno, who led two thirds of the diITTcult pitches 
quickly and Konishi was full of admiration for his 
durability, the vital element for survival. But as for 
the strategy of the climb, Konishi did not seem to 
take into full account the bad weather during the 
climb. He would never change the original 
scheme of lead rotation to hurry up the climb on 
the horrifying north face. 

Naomi Uemura and Reizo Ito, instead of 
Konishi, joined the international expedition to 
tbe Southwest Face of Everest; the most 
notorious party for its bad teamwork. The two 
Japanese received only cynical sympathy, "the 
poor Japanese", by their sacrificial engagement in 
load ferrying that was seen as a proper labour for 
them in the expedition. 

Konishi temporarily disappeared from the 
climbing scene after the Walker climb and his 
injuries. He married in Mayofthatyearand began 
to work at a mountaineering gear maker's whose 
president Kyuichiro Sato is a great sympathiser of 
his and himself one of the pioneer climbers of 
Japan. 

Sangakudoshikai's activities did not grow dull 
but members more frequently went abroad. 
Exaggerated . preparation for Alpine climbing 
rapidly went away to become a funny episode. 
Climbers have become just one of the groups of 
millions of overseas travellers. People casually 
went abroad each year. 

Nobuyuki Ogawa, who joined the Eigerpartyin 
'70 went to the Alps and did the Freney and 
Brouillard faces, thenjoined the first expedition of 
the club to the Himalaya. Annapurna 2 (26,239ft) 
was chosen as their target in the pre-monsoon '73. 
The six-man party was composed of climbers all 
new to high altitude. Yukio Shimamura led 
Yukioh Takaku, Nobuyuki Ogawa, Katsuyuki 
Kondo, Naoe Sakashita, accompanied by doctor 
Tochitaka Sakano. The party climbed Annapurna 
4 then Kondo reached the summit of 
Annapurna 2 by the new North Face route. Next 
year Jiro Endo, Ryoichi Fukada and Masaru 
Sambajoined the Japanese party to the Southwest 

Face of Everest in the post-monsoon. The party 
again abandoned the Southwest Face and made 
the first post-monsoon ascent of the mountain by 
the original route. Gradually a desire to make a 
full-scale commitment of the club to a big wall in 
the Himalaya arose among the members. 

The North Face of Jannu 
The North FaceofJannu was a long-dreamed of 

target that Konishi wanted to climb, at the same 
time it was an "unclimbed big wall of the Himal
aya"forothermembers. The expedition was plan
ned in theAlpswhen Ogawa persuaded Konishi to 
come back to climbing in the summer of 1973. 
Ogawa and Shimamura flew straight to Nepal 
from Switzerland on their way back to Japan and 
made a reconnaissance of the face. "It was a really 
formidable and overwhelmingly high wall," 
Ogawa recalls the impression he had on the 
meadow near the end of the Jan nu Glacier. 

Konishi planned an expedition to the North 
Face of Jannu in the pre-monsoon of 1976. Two 
years would be needed for the planning and the 
core members should be from the members of the 
Eiger and Grandes Jorasses climbs. Permission 
was given to Sangakudoshikai for the summer of 
1974. 

The plans however, were damaged by accidents 
in the mountains. First on New Year's Eve 1974, 
Takaoh Hoshino was killed by the collapse of a 
cornice on Mt. Hodakadake when he was leading 
fresh members in the winter camp. His body was 
found 3,000ft below the ridge. The next damage 
was the worst accident Sangakudoshikai had ever 
suffered. Five members on an ice couloir of Mt. 
Kashimayarigatake in the Northern Japanese 
Alps were hit by a huge snow avalanche in March. 
Their bodies were found three months later. 
Konishi had to consider a complete 
reorganization of the party. It was next summer 
before he could restart the preparation. In this pre
monsoon, a Seijo University party made the 
second ascent of Jannu by the original route. 

In the pre-monsoon of 1975 the second recon
naissance party approached near to the North 
Face and examined the condition of the ice falls. 
Also the party made arrangements for the 
nomination of a sirdar and some other prep
arations. The total budget was estimated Y20 
million and members were requested to pay one 
million each. Konishi's connections in the 
mountaineering gear industry contributed much 
reducing expenses. 

The I0tonsofequipmentwereshipped in Nov
emberand Nobuyuki Ogawa, Naoe Sakashita and 
Keiichi Ohki were sent forward to-stock loads in 
Dharan Bazar. The New Zealand party's attempt 
was shocking news for them because Konishi did 
not expect that they would attempt the North 
Face. X. Thompson, however, confirmed the 
query by Sakashita about their attempt in 
December. 

Ohiki suddenly died of hydroceophalus in 
Periche in early February. But the caravan went 
smoothly for three weeks from Dharan Bazar to 
the meadow at 14, 750ft near the head of the Jannu 
Glacieron March 14. The party at first still sought 
a possible route in the icefalls. But a collapse of 
seracs while they watched forced the party to take 
an approach route following steep rocks west of 
the icefalls. Cl (16,500ft) was made on March 19 
and Cl (18,000ft) on 26th. Camp 2 became 
Advanced Base later and Cl was removed after 
improving the route from Base to Camp 2. 

The 16-man party was divided into four teams. 
Leaders of the teams were Ryoichi Fukada, 
Masaru Samba, Nobuyuki Ogawa and Kazuyoshi 

Konno. Konishi acted as a free agent and doctor 
Sumiyoshi stayed in Base as manager. 

The weather in the pre-monsoon period was 
not especially favourable nor formidable either. It 
regularly changed, fine weather in the morning 
and snow in the afternoon, and bad weather every 
four or five days. 

The I 500ft of steep rocks above the neve, which 
the New Zealand party called "the wall of 
shadows" took 6 days to fix ropes on 22 pitches. 
Konishi led the last few pitches to the steep ice 
slope with Dr. Sakano on March 31. They found 
many traces of the New Zealand party and 
admired their fine skills on the hard route. But 
conditions completely changed from the pre
monsoon and they encountered more rocks. 
Falling ice and stone troubled them more than in 
the warmer pre-monsoon. Making steps in the ice 
in the frequent spindrift delayed the making ofC3 
at20,500ft. On April 9 Konishi and Konno found a 
terrace protected from both spindrift and stone 
falls and cut a space for three "Whillans boxes". 
This crucial section took 8 days to lead and a week 
for adjustment to make a "high way" for load 
ferrying. C3 was made on April 10 just above the 
"vertical" central part of the North Face. 

The route from C3 to C4 (21,500ft) on the ice 
slope was a hard struggle in the high winds. 
Fukada and Konno led the 22 pitches in three 
days. The newcomers condition deteriorated and 
they had to rest in the lower camps. C4 was made 
on April 18 and 350lbs ofloads were ferried. From 
C4 to CS just under the Shoulder of the East ridge 
was "the slide of ice" with 50-60 degree slopes. 
Snow slides occurred every day after snowfalls. At 
analtitudeof700m it was reallyhardeven to climb 
by jumar. CS (23,500ft) was made on 24th at the 
foot of the rocks Shoulder. It was exposed 
continuously to very strong winds and had cold 
tent sites. Two Whillans boxes wen! placed there. 

Konno made a route behind the conspicuous 
rock tower on the East Shoulder for three pitches 
of ice and mixed climbing to the ridgelineonApril 
26. The East ridge was reached on April 28, 43 
days after the start But very strong winds kept the 
party in CS for three days though they had fine 
days. The very smoothly rotated division oflabour 
began to crack. Climbing on the knife-edged snow 
ridge above 24,000ft was quite dangerous; 
progress became slow. C6 (24,250ft) after gaining 
8 pitches on the ridge was reached on May 3 and 
constructed on the 9th, the planned summit bid 
day. Konishi was firmly convinced of every 
member climbing the peak when the final camp 
was made. 

The last part to the summit was not so easy. The 
13 pitches from C6 involved 5 sup snow pitches 
and strong wind always menaced theclimbers. On 
May 10 Konno and Sakashita led 4 pitches and 
broke through the steepest section. Actually, 
recalled Konno, his altimeter cheated him to let 
him think he was in a lower place. 

The first summit bid was made by Ogawa, 
Sakashita and Suzuki next day. The three set out 
from C6 at 8.00 a.m. It was slightly cloudy. It was 
15.20 when Ogawa stood on the pyramid of 
summit snow. They returned to C6 at 17.30. Next 
day, 12th, from C6 Konno alone, then Konishi, 
Samba and Pemba Zerin and Phuri from CS also 
reached the summit. On 13th Kawamura, 
Akiyama and Kawakami from CS, on 14th Jofu 
alone from C6,and Fukada, Katahira, Saka no and 
Gyaltzen from CS stood on the summit. But the 
final fifth bid by Takeda, Yuda, Penuri and Ugatti 
on the 15th was abandoned in deteriorating 
weather. 

The party fixed ropes on the 10,500ft of the 
North Face from the foot to the top, just as they 
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had done on the North Face of the Eiger. On the 
16th they withdrew camps and ropes and left the 
North Face. All the ropes, ladders and steps were 
removed by May 20, Base Camp was evacuated on 
May 24. 

It was the most beautifully managed deploy
ment in a siege of a big face ever achieved by a 
Japanese party. The four team leaders who had 
experienced the siege of the Eiger or the dreadful 
Grandes Jorasses climb led the newcomers well. 
Konishi's skilful management in rotating the 
teams was again proved. Moreover it was 
surprising that he led several pitches in the crucial 
mixed section of the North Face without ten toes. 

All the strong points of Sangakudoshikai 
appeared fully in the ascent. The club firmly 
established a leading position in the Japanese 
climbing scene. 

Post-Jannu and post-Konishj 
The post-Jan nu target was raised soon after the 

successful ascent in Sangakudoshikai. It was 
natural for the very active members, and the 
training school was managed well without any 
delay as usual by members uncomitted to the 
expedition. The conclusion was at last reached in 
August 1978 to select Kangchenjunga. As we 
know from Part One of this article, they have 
chosen to try an 8000m peak without the aid of 
oxygen. 

But accidents again altered their plan soon after 
the meeting. Nobuyuki Ogawa who had 
promoted the expedition to Jannu died suddenly 
of a heart attack in Kamikochi, at the base of the 
Northern Japanese Alps. He was there to join the 
regular summer camp, but soon felt ill. He told 
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companions to leave him at a busy roadside used 
by hikers and climbers and lay down there. Wheri 
he was found in the evening, he was already dead. 
In December, Yoshikazu Konno fell to death on 
the lchinokurasawa wall of Mt. Tanigawadake, 
which had been his home cliff for over ten years. 
He was preparing for assisting the solo attempt of 
Shohei Wada on the Walker Spur in the next 
January. Since Konishi had intended to give the 
leadership of overseas expeditions to Ogawa for 
the time-consuming big walls, and to Konno for 
rapid ascents of smaller walls, the two deaths were 
shockingly fatal damage. "I wish I could call you 
back to this world!" Konishi moaned in the 
condolence speech at the funeral of Konno in 
Kawasaki city. 

Now, the plan is going on, however. Konishi 
again has been very active preparing for it. Eight 
members including Dr. Sakano are veterans. 
"The North Side has already been climbed," 
Konishi summarised, "I think it will be easy 
technically compared with Jannu. But for us it is a 
challenge to go to 8500m without oxygen, and by 
an alpine style push. In Jannu the siege actually 
pulled weak members by the rotation system. This 
time, on the other hand, we have to do a push only 
with well, fit members." The budget is estimated 
at $150 thousand, the big Mainichi Newspaper is 
backing the team. 50 days climbing for what 
actually will be a semi-Alpine push on the 
avalanche-prone wall is foreseen. 

Before it in the pre-monsoon of 1978 Shomi 
Suzuki led a five-man party to the North Face of 
Thamserku (21,679ft), and Kazuo Yuda to the 
North Face ofKangtega (22,237ft). Suzuki failed 
on the steep ice wall because of the illness of a 

member; the Yuda party succeeded but leader 
Yuda had a very narrow escape from a crevasse at 
(21,000ft). These were first the alpine-style climbs 
in the Himalaya by Sangakudoshikai. 

The 100 members, especially young and active 
ones fully commit themselves to climbing. They 
sacrifice their jobs very easily, and choose "free" 
jobs such as harbour labour, truck drivers, taxi 
drivers, or are supported by family businesses to 
be students for as long as possible etc. Now itis an 
established climbing force renowned in 
Japanese mountaineering circle's. However, the 
true monumental meaning of Konishi's North 
Face of the Matterhorn does not seem to be 
commonly recognized so well publicly. The 
magnificent achievement on Jan nu or the recent 
ascents of Lato ks 1 and 3 are also relatively little 
known in Japan. 

The major cause of this may be the unclear 
definition of "climbing" as distinguished from 
"mountaineering". In this long standing 
confusion climbing and climbers are forced to 
struggle to gain public awareness. It is quite 
regrettable that Japanese climbers have Ii.ever 
succeeded in creating truly high-quality 
documentation or literature to explain their 
practices to the Japanese public. 

In this domestic climate, the stage of Japanese 
climbers activities has greatly expanded. They 
have to confront climbing ethics in various 
overseas places. They are still too timid even 
though actively visiting the climbing meccas. The 
language barrier, though having improved 
rapidly, still now is a higher hurdle than the peaks. 
There is incredibly poor communication with 
foreign climbers to exchange opinions. 



In becoming an established feature in climbing 
circles Sangakudoshikai has become an object to 
compete or to catch up with for other clubs and 
climbers. Actually smaller local clubs, e.g. 
Okayama and Hiroshima regional clubs gradually 
have become strong climbing forces. Individually 
there are several stronger climbers than the 
members of Sangakudoshikai. Sometimes more 
individualistic climbs have been done by them. 

Kazuo Saito complains, "they are now too 
much a 'physical strength' based group. Our club 
has few records that are truly unique and creative. 
They are conservative when it comes to new kinds 
of attempt." What Saito aimed at was "a group of 
seekers after truth through mountaineering". 
Konishi, who actually led the club for 15 years, 
realized this through a sincere pursuit of 
"climbing" in the club's activities. In this respect it 
is miraculous that Konishi could embody the 
concept of"climbing" with the original aim. At the 
same time he has been a little too great for his 
followers to pursue their own styles in a more 
individualistic way. It was his personal study and 
practice to make Japanese climbers equal to 
Alpine climbers in Europe. Kangchenjunga is 
progress after the siege of Jannu, but not the leap 
forward that he made in his Matterhorn climb. 

The eccentrically strong group orientation 
has worked fine and actually led in Japanese 
climbing circles. Also as a climbing unit, Sanga
kudoshikai may even now be the strongest force. 
But is it keeping its creative power as Konishi did 
in the early '60s? The authors feel the club's two 
aspects, the school of training climbers, and the 
strong climbers group have come to reveal a slight 
discrepancy. 
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Left: Jan nu, North Face Route and Camps, lower part hidden. Centre: 'The Wall of Shadows ', a crux 
rock wall above Camp 2. Sangakudoshikai photos. Right: The 1,200Ji headwall oflatok 3. On both the 
latokclimbs highly technical rock and mixed climbing was done above 20,000ft. Photo: YojiTeranishi. 

Although having acquired the full capacity of bottom of their hearts they love climbing. I do not 
skill and power on rock and in the cold, they have know any pleasanter companions in the 
sought relatively timid targets and repeated their mountains. I do believe, of course, the younger 
senior members' achievements. In the Alps generation will createanew, butagain very sincere 
members still seem to stick heavily to the "three club." 
north faces", and their spectrum of interests 
remains solely in the Alps and Nepal. North Face 
hunting is continuing, and so on. Frustrations 
also can be sensed among the 5-7 year career 
members. They are forced to sacrifice almost all of 
their time in training new members. Individual 
attempts by Japanese climbers in the Karakoram, 
Yosemite or other areas are irritating news for 
them. Is the restriction on them good for the club? 
Every good climber may not always be a good 
trainer. But the loosening of the close-knit ties 
may menace the club's management? Does the 
group orientation contradict the individualistic 
nature of climbing as a sport, or not? Or is 
Sangakudoshikai creating a collectivist ethic 
through their own unique style? 

"Myclim bing power must have declined to a half 
of my peak," Konishi says. But he still has to lead 
expeditions. Will a new leader appear after him 
or will he change his role in the club? These 
problems will be answered in the early '80s, and 
what kind of answer is found may depend on 
how much the young members think and study by 
themselves the very front of the climbing scene. 

Dr. Toshitaka Sakano, who accompanied the 
club's expeditions to the Himalaya three times, 
and goes to Kangchenjunga this pre-monsoon, 
says, "They are true 'bugs of walls'. From the 

Summary 
The second part of a two part commentary on 

Japanese climbing in Japan and abroad, written 
by the Editor of lwa To Yuki, the Japanese 
equivalent of Mountain. 

Footnote 
In the Info section of this issue will be found 

reports on the successful completion of Sanga
kudoshikai Expeditions to Kangchenjunga and 
Thamserku. The Kangchenjunga Expedtion was 
led by Masatsugu Konishi who is a central 
character of the articles. 
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-Galibier 

SUPER GUIDE R.D. 

Excellent design and quality has 
made it probably the most 
popular mountain boot in the 
world. 

SUPERPRO 

This superb boot is the 
professional version of the 
famous Super Guide. P.V.C. 
toecap protects against abrasion 
and leather is tanned tougher 
for maximum wear. 

PEUTEREY 

Wider fitting and lower fit round 
ankles than the Super Guide with 
very comfortable padding makes 
the Peuterey an ideal all round 
mountain boot. Uppers of same 
leather as Super Guide. 

The latest from troll. The new 
super - lightweight Freestyle 
two - piece sit harness. 

Export Model illustrated. UK model features double 
thickness waist and gear attachment points. See Below. 

For more information read troll news or send for a 
descriptive brochure. 

t ro 11 MKs s1T HARNEss 

A very comfortable, 
versatile two piece sit 
harness which can easily 
be linked to a chest harness 
to form a full body harness 
when required. LI.I.A.A. 
approved when so used. 
Thoroughly recommended 
for al I advanced 
mountaineering techniques 
including unmentionable 
techniques like cheating 
and falling. 

the international standard of quality 

Feature for feature, detail for detail the quality of Galibier 
is unbeatable. For generations alpinists worldwide have 
relied on Galibier to provide the highest quality, best 
designed mountain foot wear available anywhere. 

A long family tradition of hand craftsmanship and un
paralleled care coupled with the finest of materials has 
resulted in a range of mountain boots envied, often 
copied, but most certainly never equalled by the 
competition. 

On rock cir ice the three boots shown allow you to edge or 
front point with precision and comfort all day or all 
season. 

Here are just a few of their features:- Upper from highest 
grade double tanned full reversed hide cut from a single piece, 
with integrated bellows tongue: Separate well padded inner 
tongue: Full length fluted spoon shaped tempered steel shank 
topped by wooden shank for maximum insulation: Real 
leather insole: Hand stitched narrow Norwegian welt: Lace 
grippers and much more. 

You can depend on Galibier. That is why their boots are 
recognised as the i nternatio na I standard of quality. 

• Joanny rope 
THE ENERGY ABSORBER 

DID YOU KNOW that the important thing about a rope is 
not the number of falls it will stand above the new UIAA 
standard of 5, but the impact forces generated by each fall? 
These figures are rarely quoted by manufacturers, perhaps 
because they would highlight the very limited value in 
quoting just the number of falls without added information. 

Joanny quote impact force figures-and they are good. 
Drop us a line or telephone for these details and we will also 
send you a list of stockists plus prices which are incredibly 
low for such a high quality rope. · 

' FRANCES BEST SELLING ROPE 

Troll have introduced a completely new harness, the 
Freestyle two - piece sit harness. It is available in three versions -
standard U.K . model (with gear attachment points and double 
thickness waist), lightweight export model (without these refine
ments) and adjustable leg - loop model. 

Based on the well known Troll Mark 5 Sit Harness design 
which is probably the most comfortable and versatile sit - harness 
system available in the world today, the weight of this model has 
been reduced to a minimum, 

It is constructed from Troll 50 mm web, specially treated 
with a strength in excess of 2700 kg, and a waist buckle strength in 
excess of 2000 kg. This lightweight version may also, like its 
senior partner, be linked to a chest harness, thereby forming a 
body harness for complete protection in fall situations. 



The ascent of Typewriter Face 
By David Gancher 

Mist swirled around the towering column that 
climbers call Coffee Cup as the party of fingers 
began thearduousascent from the lap's floor. The 
first reach gained us the overhang; then we 
followed the cracks of a desk drawer, then a 
technical reach to a brass pull outcropping onto an 
unbroken blank wall of flawless mahogany. 
Though the total height was something less than a 
foot, the fingers still had to surmount an altitude 
equivalent to more than seven times their own 
elevation. Too low for a helicopter rescue. Just as 
dawn broke over the Selectric Ridge, our party of 
eight fingers and two native thumbs finally gazed 
up at the column-figured complex formation of 
Typewriter Face: the final frontier. 

How many other fingers, hands had climbed 
this same formation? Thousands perhaps. 
Perhaps many thousands. But still it remained 
virgin territory. Though the routes were known 
and touch-typing an increasingly respected 
technique of finger-mountaineering, the 
variations on the same theme - fingers versus 
language - were endless. Royal "Typewriter" 
Robbins put it best: "Give a million monkeys a 
million pitons," he theorized, "and one day one 
will write an article for Ascent." And design a 
backpack for REI, I bitterly added as my thumb 
stumbled across the space bar for the thirteenth 
time in as many sentences. 

The weather was calm, luminous yet ominous 
as the index took the lead for the first ten-pitch, 
forcing its way up the crack between the "n" and 
"h" - a route pioneered years before by 
Remington, Underwood, Olivetti, giants of a 
bygone era. Finger-mountaineering had been 
different then, was the thought that suddenly 
invaded my mind : like ants, or maybe wind. They 
were cruder, more mechanical. Carriages had to 
be thrown by hand; ribbons were made of 
unwieldy cloth. Often a single paragraph could 
take a full week. 

We were luckier, smarter, richer and better-fed. 
But still a deadly acid torpor, unsensonable, 
unwelcome, rapidly spread across the keyboard. 
We had reason to fear. We had our fear to reason 
with. We had corrasible bond, pitons - and 
ezerase if all else failed. We hung our hammocks 
then from the forks of the "y'' as the sky lowered, 
and nounless adjectives - flabby, pointless -
poured down on us. 

I was cold, very cold. Until that moment, I had 
thought thatcold(adj.) was a synonym for"frigid" 
or "chilly". (The noun was a different story; 
perhaps I will tell it one day.) I knew nothing. I had 
not experienced real cold, the cold that lives in the 
mountains and only comes to town to pick up its 
mail. The real cold that pours up your sleeves, the 
cold that won't go away. My fingers were growing 
numb. The question was : Would hypothermia 
win? And if it did, could I spell it? Would the 
fingers fall from the keyboard with tiny, wordless 
screams?Would my final paragraph end broken in 
ajumble of meaningless, descendingly lower-case 
consonants? 

I suddenly wondered what I was doing here. 
Didn't I have ballet tickets for this evening? Why 

was I not at home, warm, snug, whittling pitons 
before a warmly flickering television? What were 
the deeper typos that drew me back, time and time 
again? I wondered if I couldn't write only about 
solo climbs and hole up in Chowchilla with a 
typewriter, a moll, a sunlamp, a tub of ice and a full 
case of mumps instead of trying to type 
onafreezing mountain ledge in the middle of the 
alphabet. Sleep was slow to rappel from the 
summits into the chimneys ofmy mind. 

The next morning, things looked better. I was in 
Miami. But no - that was a rogue phantasm, a 
brain-edema illusion. I cleared my head. I cleared 
my throat. A sudden break in the clouds revealed, 
far above, our goal: the paper - pristine, 
unblemished, virgin, untouched, and other 
adjectives too tedious to recount. It seemed 
balanced in the glacial grips of a dread, granitic 
roller. Exactly a century before, at 8.27 a.m., John 
Muir had described this unusual formation : 
"Though the hands of angels running through the 
hair of the infinite," he posited, "might pause 
while all nature in conclave solemn thespiritofthe 
mountains themselves in glee ecstatic 
proclaimed," he proclaimed, "still would I climb. 
And climb I still," he still continued. 

As the sun rose over the distant peak that 
climbers call Beige Telephone on the eastern 
horizon, our spirits quickened. We hurriedly 
packed the Winnebago and headed up 5 for 
Tahoe. Unseen, on the horizon, a helicopter 1 

restlessly prowled, like a phantom dragonfly. Its 
flat, tropical flap came to us like rumours of war 
across a documentary, Baltic skyline. 

We were in trouble, and we knew it. Our ropes 
were unshown. Our period was late. Our ribbon 
was runningout, ourtabswerecrammed, our slots 
unfilled, our stamina severely taxed by Prop 13, 
our credulity taxed by the state. Our advances had 
retreated, our royalties had been frogmarched to 
the guillotine. Our enthusiasm had waned as our 
ears had waxed. The ice was as rotten as Canadian 
wine. 

Now - as the fluffy adjectives and blunt 
metaphors gave way to the stinging sleet of 
adverbs, we began to wonder. Would the final, the 
ultimate attempt on Typewriter Face remain 
frustrated by the rain of apathy, the rein of 
inhibition, the reign of tears? Or would the sky 
finally clear, or the platen rolling on, phrases fall 
from the frigid digits of creativity, rounded of 
period, the glacial wall of editorial license scoured 
stark and clean by freshets of spring-like verbiage? 

Friends had warned me about this climb. "Your 
fingers will never make it clean," they queried. 
"Don't do it," they recounted. "You'll never get 
past the rapid backspace," they counselled. "And 
even if you do, the mountain gods all speak 
Bulgarian." Royal "Typewriter" Robbins put it 
best. "The Selectric Range has seen them all, and 
still it remains unqueried." Still we persevered. 

Six drafts it took, and one finger had to descend 
- it had an early train to catch. Many an adverb met 
early excision, and the bindings on our 
semicolons broke repeatedly and had to be 
mended by makeshift conjunctions. Too bad. But 

IP 

?!j 

finally, one stormy paragraph in the middle of the 
Fallible Galleys, we stood - humble, yet arrogant; 
wordless, yet prolix - on the very summit We had 
withstood all the challenges, the heavy weather 
that the Selectric Range throws at every finger 
mountaineer - Index, Mar Rel, CLR and SET, 
Back Space and Shift, @, %, and *!, yet here we 
were. 

God, it was good to be alive. 
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PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

• ' 

French Climbers Visit 
There have been many inter
national exchanges arranged by 
the B.M.C., and occasionally one, 
or two women climbers have been 
amongst the visitors. However for 
this visit the B.M.C. had specific
ally asked for women climbers 
and six women were due to arrive 
from France on 23rd April for a 1 0 
day visit. Presuming that their 
climbing standard would be high, 
Alex McIntyre wanted some 
British women to climb with them 
who led at least H.V.S. Angela 
(Faller) Soper, Fio·na Percy, Kit 
Stewart, Christine Crawshaw, 
Kathy Woodhead, Gill Price and 
Jill Lawrence all climbed with 
them for part or all of their visit. 

With all the build up I think the 
British women were wary when 
we eventually met at Plas-y
Brenin. Prior to this the visitors 
had spent two warm-up days in 
Derbyshire sampling Gritstone 
and getting used to placing nuts. 

On a beautiful sunny Saturday 
we found ourselves climbing in 
the Pass tentatively trying out our 
abysmal French . By evening a 
more relaxed atmosphere was 
present as both nationalities 
unwound having slowly started to 
get to know one another. Driving 
back to the Bren in after an 11 
hour day the ravenous French 
scoffed packets of cheese and 
loads of biscuits. Our habit of 
climbing all day without stopping 
to eat had come as a bit of a 
culture shock. Forewarned about 
our English habits Sunday 
morning breakfast saw more than 
one French lass scuttling back to 
the serving hatch to get a second 
breakfast, to sustain life and limb 
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The group complete. L-R on fence, M - Joelle Couturier, Roger Durban, 
Catherine Destivelle, Steve Bancroft, Mark Hutchinson, Gill Price, Mirielle 
Baltardive, Martine Rolland. On grass Jill Lawrence, Meije le Cottier, 
Christine Cronshaw, Kit Stewart Benedicte Reynaud. 

for the long day! 
By about Tuesday evening we 
definitely knew each other better. 
Their priority at the end of the day 
was a direct line to food, whereas 
ours was to find an off licence in 
order to buy a much needed carry 
out. This was especially important 
as we never seemed to finish early 
enough to go to the pub and they 
didn't like pubs so it seemed a 
good compromise. Meije Le 
Cottier summed up our general 
attitude one night saying, "The 
English are purists for climbing 
and purists for alcohol." 
In fact they hardly drank although 
they were encouraged to and 
given fine examples of how to. 
But even the liquid-tongued, 
suave and debonair team of Steve 
Bancroft and Bernard Newman 
hadn't been able to persuade any 
to have more than one half of 
lager whilst in Derbyshire. 
Although no converts to alcohol 
purism were gained they learnt 
some well known phrases 
associated with this state, their 
favourite being "pissed as a rat" 
and were able to apply it to 
somebody each evening. 
More ground was gained in 
conversion to our ethics and 
techniques with regard to 
climbing . Although all had used 
nuts to some degree it had mostly 
been in conjunction with pegs so 
it was entirely new to do a climb 
without in situ protection. Much 

interest was shown in our concern 
for the style of the ascent as 
opposed to an ascent at all costs 
that some of them were used to. 
Both sides were able to gain from 
each other, their speed of 
climbing impressing us most. 
They all climbed with the speed 
familiar to continentals and it was 
catching, by the end of the visit all 
the British women were going 
much faster. 
The visitors didn't know each 
other prior to the meeting and 
consequently only one had 
previously climbed in all women 
parties before. It was in fact new 
for most of us and the sense of 
responsibility for the situation 
and one's own control (or lack) 
over it was heightened by this 
factor producing a greater sense 
of achievement with each 
success, A sense of interde
pendence and equality amongst 
the group grew during the visit 
leading to a superb atmosphere. 
There was no overt competition 
but rather a situation where 
challenges were taken up by pairs 
with an equal sharing of respon
sibility even if technical abilities 
were unequal. 
One night as a treat crepes were 
made (a kind of doughy pancake). 
Mark Hutchinson (the B.M .C. man 
on the spot). sang the praises of 
this delight but regretted it as the 
crepes kept appearing from the 
kitchen onto his plate. After about 

12 he wa s seen to rush for the 
door and the dark night not to be 
seen till morning . 

During the visit the climbing 
was excellent, with sun on most 
days. Fooled by the blue skies a 
trip to Cloggy was felt to be a 
must. Shorts and T-shirts were 
quickly covered up with sweaters 
and trousers as the biting wind hit 
us sideways on above Halfway 
House. At the foot of Cloggy 
rooting round sacks for more 
clothes to put on ; Christian 
Crawshaw from under her many 
layers said, "ee its just like 
Patagonia". Despite the cold, 
ascents were made of White Slab, 
Ghecko Groove, Cloggy Corner and 
Great/Bow Combination before 
forced into retreat. The pro
nouncement was, "Cloggy ees 
very beautiful but too cold", so we 
went to the seaside next day. 
Two visits were made to Gogarth, 
both days giving superb warm 
sunshine. I think this was the 
favourite crag, the sea and 
situation being so splendid it gave 
a fine atmosphere to the 
climbing . Certainly Dream of 
White Horses will stand out in 
many minds as the most beautiful 
route done, because position and 
situation were as important to 
their appreciation as the 
climbing . Ascents were also made 
of Concrete Chimney, Britamartis, 
Gogarth, Big Groove, Strand, 
Central Park, T-Rex and Citadel. 
Strong winds meant two days at 
Tremadog . This was not so 
aesthetically pleasing to the 
majority but they were 
appreciative of the quality of the 
rock. Classics like Barbarian, Pin 
cushion, Plum, Fang, Meshach and 
of course Vector all received 
ascents by various teams. 
The format was to look in the 
guide for the routes with stars 
and head for them. Catherine 
Destiville, the most able of the 
group, was particularly keen on 
this approach, hence I found 
myself doing Void and Vulcan 
with her. Unfortunately both of us 
were forced to employ one point 
of aid on each of these but they 
were still fine leads on her part . 
other impressive leads by 
Catherine were Left Wall and 
Grand, (Cromlech) the Superdirect 
on the Mot, T-Rex and the top 
pitch of Citadel at Gogarth. She 
climbed extremely fast, and has a 
reputation for this in France, 
being a regular competitor in 
speed climbing competitions. 
Outstanding performances from 
the British came from Gill Price 
and Fiona Percy who showed the 
staunchness of the British . 
approach to ethics both taking 
exciting falls rather than grabbing 
nuts, Fiona just pipping Gill at the 
post for the 'Flyers award' of the 
week. 
By the end of the visit everyone 
was very sad to say goodbye. Yes, 
the climbing had been very good, 
but also the companionship and 
exchange of ideas facilitated by 
the meeting . Hopefully this will 
have been just the first of many 
more visits by women to British 
Rock. 

Jill Lawrence 

Stars for a day 
Wh ilst on the subject of climbing 
entertainment, passing mention 
might be made to the recent two
hour live tele-transmission from 
Aonach Dubh in Glencoe (stage
managed by Hamish Macinnes). 
The main climbing interest was 
supplied by Murray Hamilton and 



Dave Cuthbertson accomplishing 
a damp, slimy, fir st free ascent of 
Space Walk, but there is no doubt 
that in the eyes of the non 
climbing boxwatchers, the human 
interest was supplied on parallel 
climb Freak Out by Jacky 
Anthoine, cast in the Perils -of
Pauline role and Joe Brown, 
looking more like Harry-0 every 
day. Old -timer to this sort of tele 
fun -'n -games, he chatted 
relaxedly to camera whilst Jacky 
squeaked urgently for more rope 
below. 
Conditions were frightful - in fact 
the opening sequences were so 
dark, one wondered why they 
bothered , but lighting improved 
as the climbers inched higher. 
Commentator Ian.Wooldridge 
found himself a little out of depth 
and was not aided when Jackie's 
earphones went dead and she 
was unable to hear his question s. 
Better perhaps if he had been 
joined by an active 'expert' who 
could have di scussed the various 
moves and implications in the 
same way, say, as James Hunt 
commentates formula-one racing . 
Still, judging from the aftertalk 
and reviews, the programme was 
generally well received, though 
there was the usual pious 
punditry about the ethics of going 
ahead when 'the lives of the 
climbers were at such risk'. 

What's a nice girl like 
you ... 
If Jacky Anthoine has been 
quoted as being contemptuous 
of shrill women's libbers and 
finds Germaine Greer 
'disgusting', the same cannot be 
said of Arlene Blum, whose book 
on the Womens' Annapurna 
Expedition of 1978 (of which she 
was the leader) is being published 
shortly by Sierra Books. She sees 
thi s as a good opportunity to 
underscore the disadvantages 
women face on expeditions and to 
plead for better understandings. 
Arlene has long been committed 
to promoting womens' mountain 
eering and indeed after an all 
women ascent of McKinley in 
1970 described the experience as 
being so light-hearted, it was like 
being "without the grownups'. Her 
interminable self-analysis, 
California-style, may prove 
irritating and one may be tempted 
to think that the fact that women 
can do things efficiently ought to 
be treated as a matter of course, 
rather than of wonder or constant 
reemphasis, even so, her Anna 
purna book is totally compelling 
and quite different from any 

other. I suppose in Bonington' s 
later expedition accounts he goes 
in for much the same sort of soul 
searching, feels the same sort of 
loneliness as Arlene, wanting to 
be a respected leader yet still be 
loved, but Chris has one big 
advantage - his team is always 
both proven and equally 
motivated . Arlene's bunch would 
seem to be the most improbably 
put - together group ever, and 
gave the impression that though 
some of them liked the idea of a 
Himalayan climb, they would have 
been far happier with something 
much less big than Annapurna . 
Arlene seems never to have been 
quite sure how to get on with 
Alison Chadwick, the British 
member of the expedition. Ali son, 
ever -capable and impatient of 
fiddle-faddling, would always 
rather get out and hump a load 
than endure the endless 
wrangling about who should or 
shouldn ' t do it. It may be that 
Arlene ju st didn 't like her very 
much, she may have seen her as a 
competitive threat, or it may just 
be the difficulty of writing about a 
painful subject, but after the 
accident which killed both Alison 
and Vera Watson, we sense a 
deep regret on Arlene 's part that 
but for this, the expedition could 
have been deemed an unqualified 
success story for women . 
This year Arlene, a research bio
chemist at the University of 
California, will lead a small 
Indian -American expedition to 
Brigupanth, a beautiful 
unclimbed 22 -thousander on the 
Gangotri Glacier. 

Now JS without oxygen 
JB? Not heard of it? No wonder, 
it's a fictional twentyseven
thousander, the setting for a new 
play High Fidelity, by Bristol play
wright John Downie, which had 
its premier recently at the city' s 
Stiletto Theatre. It is a 2-man play 
of vengeance, described by its 
author as a comedy of somewhat 
dark and shady kind . The action 
takes place on the summit of this 
mythical mountain - an empty 
stage - and the climbers have to 
act whilst at the same time 
representing breathing 
difficulties. The two characters, 
Jones and Battersly, are driven by 
rather different motives and the 
vengeance-bit centres around a 
woman whom the younger man 
charmed from the older and who 
appears as a shadowy figure 
towards the end of the play. 
A teacher at Bristol Polytechnic, 
Downie's previous plays included 

Catherine Destivelle leading Void with Jill Lawrence. Photos : Durban. 

an adaptation of the Dracula 
Story at the Old Vic, I Was 
Shakespeare 's Double at the Royal 
Shakespeare Company and Mary 
Ann which was shown at last 
year's Edinburgh Festival. (High 
Fidelity is available in book form 
from the Bristol publishers July 
Fox at 90p) . 

Haute Cuisine 
It has often been said that to 
belong to a club was a sure sign 
of a climber's declining years, and 
indeed it used to be very difficult 
for a young climber, however 
dedicated, to break into some of 
the exclusive British clubs. Of 
course in North America where 
clubs generally are more 
democratic, to get into the 
American Alpine Club, for 
instance, usually only requires 
one to climb proficiently and, 
possibly more important, to pay 
one's way (it was said of a former 
president "he may be a little slow, 
but he can still sign a damn good 
cheque"). In stark contrast to 
such open-door policy, however, 
there is one American club that is 
completely undemocratic, has a 
complex hierarchy of 
membership grades, is 
exclusively male, and is officially 
closed to new members. It is the 
Alpine Stomach Club and would 
do credit to the Alpine Club of W . 
A . B. Coolidge. 
Dedicated to Hi-Falutin Cuisine in 
High Places, the informal history 
records, "this outfit first threw 
together at Graveyard Meadows 
in the Californian Sierra and was 
conceived in drunken and 
profance splendour". The moving 
force behind this memorable 

alpine event was Scott MacBeth , 
more commonly known as "Bear
grease'. He has continued to 
conduct the club's irregular 
affairs in truly autocratic - but 
splendid - manner, taking 
inspiration from the club' s bible 
The Ascent of Rum Doodle. 
Although the club's 16 members 
- or Stomachs - include several 
useful climbers, the Club Articles 
pointedly state : "An inordinately 
serious attitude towards climbing 
shows a lack of respect for Rum 
Doodle". In fact , Lute Jerstad was 
relegated from Stomach 
Ordinaire to Stomach Irregular 
after his ascent of Everest in 
1963. 
If the stars are in proper conjunc 
tion, and Beargrease is in the 
mood, membership may be re 
opened . It usually happens about 
once a decade. And when the 
grand druids of the outfit, the 
Founding Stomachs, have 
favourably considered a 
candidate, he has then to go 
through the Wretched Ritual: he 
serves a feast in some high and 
remote place. (And he has to find 
the place; members once spent 
the better part of a day wandering 
up and down San Francisco' s Mt. 
Tamai pas looking for a meeting) . 
Chris Jones - the David Niven of 
the climbing world, as he was 
once described - made his club 
debut by serving at 10,000ft : 

Caviar Beluga a la Russe 
Potage Creme d 'Artichauts 

Boeuf Bourguignon 
Poires a la Bourguignonne 

accompanied by Champagne 
Korbel, vins blancs (varies), La 

· Montagne Route, and followed by 
Drambuie. The lack of cigars, 
Chris recalls, was almost fatal! 



IDE 
IDEAS is a new feature which will appear on the same basis 
as PEOPLE. It is intended in these columns to publish 
articles dealing with the spirit and philosophy of all forms 
of climbing. To start the feature Mountain has invited the 
well known American climber and writer Pat Ament to 
contribute. 

A climber out of reach 
I was bouldering recently on Flag staff 

Mountain, my home ground just above the city of 
Boulder, Colorado . Out of shape and eager to 
touch rock, I ambled a short distance from the car 
through the forest in the direction of a fewfamiliar 
problems. One of the real pleasures of spring is 
losing weight after a cold winter, feeling the mind 
and body respond to motion, regaining timing and 
control through a slowly warming creativity . 

The hills were deluged with any number of 
people involved in a sort of collective foray. 
Evident was a new intensity, an aura of subtly 
clamorous competitiveness. Almost frantic 
thoughts - even unspoken ones - were 
perceptible in people as I witnessed their ascents 
of routes which often had a lack of sharp 
boundaries or aesthetic purpose. 

In a reposeful mood, I thought about my own 
very competitive beginnings and how natural, how 
inevitable, such behaviour can be. But the new 
scene appeared exaggerated . There existed 
themes of sibling rivalry, revenge, anger, and 
aggressiveness taking turns with showering 
endearments. Conversations rarely seemed more 
than collective monologues. Few original ideas 
were being expressed. Mostly, routes were being 
casually demonstrated by individuals who had in 
fact gone to great extremes combating the 
sequences in private. The energy was constant, 
pervasive, and I felt like the sleeping ogre ready to 
explode with muscle and power up a route so 
simple it would make everyone for at least a 
moment sit very stil I. 

I have long appreciated bouldering, with its 
colour, flavours, masks, and guile, and there is no 
better place for it than on Flagstaff, with its lavish 
quantities of coarse sandstone. Quieter and 
feeling disembarrassed of legends, I walked 
through, eager to begin a usual exercise routine to 
try to preclude atrophy. In short order I was 
greeted by a very strong climber who seemed 
anxious to annihilate any illusions I might have 
about still being able to climb. A softness in his 
voice was clearly a false humility, for his muscles 
snarled . He led me right to the hardest problem - a 
route perfectly designed to gain special merit for 
himself and to shed discredit on any listless hero 
of days past. With blind self-assertion, the strong 
climber pretended to be sensitive to my feelings . 
He was the incarnation of a cheetah drooling on a 
trembling boar. With great finesse, he 
demonstrated a rather potent one-arm pull up on a 
small hand hold, smiling over a shoulder at me, 
and in me there was the spontaneous realism - a 
strange invading hallucination - that he was 
caught in the current of the mainstream, a soul 
ingeniously performing unknowingly in the sickly 
average, mentalitywise. I said nothing, for I, in 
truth, was really no one to judge. But my private 
opinions led me away as discreetly as possible 
toward something less planned and more 
cooperative. 

Adrift in relative isolation, I ran into Jim 
Holloway. A relaxed and strangely emergent aura 
that Jim created around himself seemed to invite 
me in . With half -serious expectations, I played 
with several of his bouldering creations. Although 
his superb ability outshadowed anybody's on the 
mountain, I felt not the least resentment. With his 
quiet flow over extremes of bouldering, with a 
relaxed helpful attitude, he simply demonstrated 
his veracity. In the face of frank absurdities of 
difficulty, I was at once inspired but also able to 
suspend action at intervals in favour of 
contemplation, thought, feeling , and light 
friendship . I was not on trial. The encounter was 
nourished by calm practical achievement. There 
became what I felt was an appropriate balance 
between the external and the internal - what was 
feasible and beautiful to our collaborative 
imagination and how we saw fit to implement our 
inclinations with individual application and will. 

Essential to the survival of climbing, I believe, 
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Pat Ament. Photo: Garry Regester. 

are individuals who have the inherent skill and 
genius, by example, to show others that climbing 
can be more than superficial one-up-man ship. 
Climbers are at a period in their general evolution 
where there is increasingly need for direction, 
inspiration, re -evaluation, and behaviour models 
of the most humble, creative caliber. Jim Holloway 
is such a model, a calm , clear, caring, unselfish 
giant, thin, si x-foot -s ix, who climbs for hi s own 
pleasure and not to make himself look tall through 
making small the virtues of others. 

Although we enj9yed each other' s company, 
Jim conveyed his love for at times bouldering 
alone, in a type of autism, with a disregard for 
surrounding antics. Often he values 
accomplishing just a few hard problem s rather 
than trying to take them all in each time out. He 
asked me, "Why should I strive to stay on top of 
things competitively?" It was a question I had 
asked myself in the early 1970's. Jim doesn't train 
too hard nor does he try for body destruction, as 
several modern exercise programmes have 
recommended . He believes a person can climb 
hard and yet be relaxed, if he or she has the mind. 
Jim confided in me that some of his friends 
seemed to be getting too intense, even to the point 
that friendships were dying out, and, as a result, he 
cou Id occasionally imagine himself losing interest 
in climbing altogether. He said it felt as though 
people at times wanted to see him fail. He 
suggested that perhaps with too much intensity 
certain climbers are not able to achieve the level 
they might if they could be more relaxed . He spoke 
of a noticeable increase in c limber injuries, such as 
strained tendons in fingers, as the consequence of 
fevered competition. He observed that people 
seem more and more obsessed with numbers and 
gradings, and he noted, "If the routes stayed the 
same but the gradings were suddenly all switched 
around, it would be interesting to see which routes 
people would be trying to do. " 

A few days later, over breakfast, Jim and I 
continued the discussion, rambling on for several 
hours, sharing any idea which came to mind and 
which seemed to relate in whatever roundabout -
if not direct - way to bouldering. Jim has a natural 
flair for recognizing the humour and real lore of 
bouldering . It was from him, for example, that I 
first heard how Bob Williams, a mutual friend of 
ours, halfout of jest and half from frustration glued 
his fingers to the hold of a particular route he had a 
vendetta with . Over breakfast, I listened to 
Holloway muse about a three thousand mile 
bouldering tour of the eastern United States 
which took him and a companion , Jim Michael, to 

areas such as Devil' s Lake in Wiscon sin , Penni ril e 
Fo rest in Kentucky, Dixon Springs in Southern 
Illino is, Giant City in M issouri , Elephant Rocks in 
Mi ssouri , Johnson Shut- Ins and Cave- In Rock in 
Mi ssouri, Taylor Fall s in Minnesota, the Needles of 
South Dakota, and more. He recalled how in Dixon 
Springs the rangers, who didn't like his long hair, 
commented th at he looked something or other . 
" Rocky Mountain high." Rangers at Elephant 
Rocks were in like manner strange, awakening and 
shining fla sh lights in at the two climbers sleeping 
in their Volkswagen bu s. The rangers informed 
them that sleeping in the bu s would be five dollars, 
but sleeping on the ground beside the bus would 
be one dollar. Th eir Volkswaggen quit at the 
beginning of the trip, at the first stop for gas, but a 
simple screwdriver to jump start it each time, with 
sparks flying , was enough to keep them on the 
road . A windshield wiper quit in a rainstorm on the 
St . Louis freeway, and they had no spare tyre the 
whole trip, but there was spare energy. There was 
spirit, an attitude, a goal - to have a good time. 

Holloway seemed for the most part indifferent 
about the difficulties of the routes he did along hi s 
eastern tour. He was fascinated more with their 
beau,ty, ortheir peculiarities. In Dixon Springs they 
had to climb in the cool of the morning while large 
black wasps which normally crawled all over the 
holds were in a momentarily dormant state. 

During his nine years as a bouldering specialist , 
Jim Holloway has journeyed to many climbing 
areas, including Yosemite and to most of the other 
major bouldering areas of Colorado - Ft. Collins, 
Pueblo, Split Rocks, Haegermeister boulders, 
Eldorado, Morrison, and Colorado Springs. One of 
his hardest routs, done at Morrison in 1 979, is a 
huge dynamic move from an undercling below a 
roof to a ledge high above. He calls the route Dyna 
soar. 

Jim reluctantly admits to a small bit of 
supressed hostilitytoward those who have tried to 
compete with him in vicious ways. One spiteful 
remark occasionally heard on Flag staff is that 
Holloway eliminates all the difficulty with his 
tremendous reach . However, his record - one of 
absolute consistency - somehow makes a 
mockery of these detractors and their own 
awkward vicissitudes. The holds he uses may for 
most be out of reach, but no more so than his 
graceful form . Glancing through some of the 
miscellaneous notes of a bouldering diary of 
Jim's, I read, "Climbers should concern 
themselves with how they wil I accompli sh a 
problem instead of how someone else does it, for 
then it will have more meaning, " and, "If one is into 
climbing only for himself, he will fail to notice 
people for the real people they are. Taking time to 
give a little of oneself may bring the same in return. 
Friendship is too precious to waste." 

With due respects, Holloway is not just a 
climber. He is avidly into running, wood working, 
photography, fishing, gymnastics, and hiking . He 
needs to be active. Through these interests he 
finds quiet cognitive growth, and perhaps his 
strong meditative character is, in part, an 
interacting effect of his versatilities. Bouldering , 
nevertheless, is where his capabilities spring full. 
Yet, as he progresses, bouldering for him 
becomes a withdrawal more than a glorifying, an 
extremely individualized creativity with a deeply 
personal learning which takes place more and 
more in the absence of external reinforcement and 
sought -after reward . I second John Gill who ha s 
astutely noted, "the fabulous Holloway" . 

Piercing together Split Rocks 
There are few greater lessons in climbing than 

that of the union of minds, whereby friends 
working together draw out of themselves an 
energy that could otherwise exist only in part. This 
is a treasure of climbing, call it inspiration, and 
now the focus of a brief portrait of a friend . He is an 
inspiration for one reason because of age, a 
person recently turned fifteen who is, with little 



hesitation, performing at the extremes of rock 
climbing . 

Split Rocks, twenty miles north of Boulder, 
Colorado, is an area consisting of a peaceful 
mountain meadow with pines, nearby cliffs, 
crows, many angular granite blocks for climbing, 
and a usually sunny climate. My consort, 
Christian Griffith, and I are bouldering at Split 
Rocks, following a little tour of routes created here 
about ten years previously by John Gill and myself. 
With a few materials, chalk and climbing shoes, 
Christian and I explore freely a myriad of boulder 
problems. In turn we stand underneath one 
another to spot the climber on different 
challenges. I have done a majority of the 
established routes here, but for Christian each is a 
new discovery. Slapping his hands lightly with 
chalk like a bread maker's child in a cloud of flour, 
Christian is cheerful yet resolute. 

Lacking any narrowmindedness of age and 
unfamiliar enough with defeat, he has the 
patience to find that many impossible looking 
short walls will go. He is firm and silent. With a 
prosaic look twisting out of perplexity, he exacts 
ignoble but sufficient results. 

Left: Jim Holloway. Right : Christian Griffith. Photos: Ament Collection. 

After a simple entrance amid the arenas of 
Colorado climbing, Christian seems to be fast 
becoming a name among area climbers. He is a 
soul with dreams only a little seasoning should 
fulfil. And Split Rocks is a favourite, but so is 
Christian which is to say that it is not so much the 
character of the climbing as the character of the 
person doing it: a young spirit in contact with 
coarse stone, nonsensical remarks between 
serious singularity, a lean tiny soul, friendly, 
devout, sensible, direct, carefully in balance, 
pulling hard with trustful fingers, an outline 
possessing all of the old undying elements of 
youth , but adjusting such youth to newer even 
more genuine combinat ions. There is a distinctive, 
humble, very mature wisdom before his years 
blossoming in Christian, a purity of perception and 
sense of humour which give him extra of the 
resources of the young. With his superb climbing 
successes - which include leads of Super Slab 
and Northwest Corner of the Bastille, and an 
ascent of the Naked Edge, all in Eldorado, I must 

think his gift fills the envying dreams of his peers. 
In the light of this energy I shine. Rather than 

subtly trying to punch each other out, we are 
supportive of each other and happy when success 
occurs. Christian pulls from me what information 
he can, having ability to receive insight from a 
friend without hearing a word . Christian laughs, 
almost cries, is changeable, easily inspired, 
enlightened, depressed, or startled, with usually a 
fair balance between the juggling . 

At the end of our session, I notice Christian 
sitting, contemplative, a little rock on top of a 
boulder. He is thinking about the routes he has 
done this day, in particular a seldom -repeated 
face problem on a smooth, vertical granite cut. I 
won't forget this route with him on it and a moment 
of excited victory where he stands on the top, 
turns, wearing a tilted head scarf, smiles, arms 
extended to either side, fists tight, Christian 
soaring within, a light all-surrounding with a joy 
never addressing itself alone. 
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Calculated Risk 
Dougal Haston 
Diadem£4.95 
Solo Faces 
James Salter 
Collins £5. 50 
An insatiable reader of mountain 
literature, I have in the past 
carefully avoided the climbing 
novel, taking the view that the 
pursuit generates sufficient in the 
way of true epics and bizarre 
absurdities without having to 
invent them. However two novels 
have recently appeared and when 
the author of one of them has the 
stature of the late Dougal Haston 
then, perhaps there may be some
thing special afoot which 
demands a rather reluctant effort. 
It does not take long to realise 
that both books follow the same 
formula in that they take a series 
of well known real characters and 
events and simply shuffle them to 
form a plot, although with a 
varying degree of success. 
Having accepted the structure, 
the books are read with the 
constant question of why anyone 
would feel the need to write a 
semi-biographical novel. Ignoring 
financial motivation and allowing 
that mountaineering fact is 
already stranger than fiction, I am 
left with the answer that such 
writing is done in order to allow 
the author a freedom to bare the 
personalities of himself and his 
close companions in a way he 
would otherwise find 
unacceptable. Brave indeed, the 
man who sets down a statement 
of his innermost thoughts for all 
to read. 
With this in mind to what extent 
have the books been successful 
from the point of view of the 
climber? 
When I picked up my copy of 
Calculated Risk, the lady behind 
the counter handed it over with a 
rather superior and knowing "I 
think you may find this rather 
interesting." I would too, had it 
not been for a degree of exposure 
to the climbing world myself. 
Unfortunately the real life events 
I'd read before and, thus fore
warned, their crude disguise and 
re-assembly formed a barely 
credible plot. True, coming first
hand to the general public they 
provide a jolly little adventure tale 
and I must assume that here is the 
market for which the book was 
intended. For myself I expected 
and indeed had been led to 
believe by pre-views and the 
foreward, a studied and sincere 
fictionalized comment on the 
attitudes and motives of the 
figures who transparently 
represent Haston, Harlin, 
Macinnes etc. Thank God they 
were not forthcoming, but surely 
that can only have been the intent 
of such a book. As such it fails, 
since here we learn nothing of the 
real characters and are given only 
paper thin personalities 
wandering with boring precision 
through a deja vu plot. Odd 
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mentions of wine, women and 
music provide only momentary 
relief from the blow by blow 
description of mountaineering 
obsession. 
Explanation to the reader of 
various climbing techniques, with 
the resulting break in continuity I 
found irritating; similarly the 
oversimplification of the Leysin 
scene. The odd divorcee, homo
sexual or liberated American 
woman may conjure up the 
ultimate depravity for an ageing 
aunt but your Padarn hardened 
climber is not going to be 
impressed. 
The rescue from the Jorasses and 
its attendant Chamonix intrigue 
and manipulation were the high
point of the book, well written and 
imparting a sense of urgency and 
realism which sadly dissipates as 
the climbing account resumes. A 
humourless story of two rather 
condescending and uninteresting 
supermen who battle on against 
all adversity as lesser mortals fall 
weakly by the wayside, it stands 
as an unfortunate memorial to 
Haston for the many who stood in 
awe and respect of his achieve
ments. His name on the front 
cover must ensure a measure of 
commercial success despite lack 
of literary merit. For myself, I 
would prefer to remember "Eiger 
Direct" where his struggle 
through an Alpine winter storm 
says more about the man than any 
amount of fiction ever could. 
What then of James Salter and 
his Solo Faces?The first pages 
indicate that this is something 
very different from the usual 
climbing story, real or fictional. A 
semi-biographical account of the 
rise and fall of the shadowy 
American Gary Hemming, it 
portrays, with a pathos that 
smacks of literary 
professionalism, the hopes, 
doubts, loves and mistakes of a 
similar character who gains the 
recognition and admiration of the 
French public. This book is so 
convincingly written that, were it 
not that Le Beatnik took his own 
life in 1969, one might assume 
that this was in fact his auto
biography. 
The story is not merely one of men 
and mountains but rather of 
mountaineers and their 
commitment to a way of life 
which sometimes leads to great 
fulfilment but often also to hidden 
pain and black despair. When 
climbs are described it is in a 
simple manner with little over
dramatisation so that in 
themselves they play only a 
secondary role. It is the events 
between which are filled with 
detail and which give such 
realism. Alpine seasons change 
from summer to winter and are 
passed in tents, forest huts or 
cheap Chamonix rooms with the 
long lonely periods known to 
strangers in a foreign land. The 
streets and bars of Paris or the 
Gauloise smell of cafes in rural 
French towns and the summer 

heat of run down Californian 
backstreets, its all here. So too is 
tongue in cheek humour, a basic 
and essential ingredient of a 
climbing novel. There is the lady 
who works for the urologist 
because she has the pleasure of 
reading the files and little gems 
like 'Harlin' getting 'Whdlans' 
killed. 
But ultimately it is the inexorable 
move towards possible oblivion 
with its nightmare visions of 
climbers trapped in silver wheel
chairs which makes the book hard 
to put down, nor does it lack the 
inevitable final twist. Salter's 
powers of observation and 
perceptions are either extremely 
acute or he is a climber himself 
with some familiarity with Alpine 
climbing. His cardboard figures 
awaiting the six a.m. telepherique 
who surge forward "like animals 
knowing they are about to be fed" 
as the ticket collector enters the 
booth suggests to me the latter. 
Either way he has provided an 
overdue and very welcome 
addition to my bookshelf - wil I 
the real James Salter stand up 
please? 

John Sheard 

Desert, Marsh and 
Mountain 
The World of a Nomad 
Wilfred Thesiger. 
Collins £9. 95 
Why should this remarkable book 
by a self-confessed lover of the 
desert interest mountaineers? 
Thesiger, born in 1910 in Addis 
Ababa, has been a nomad 
throughout his life. In the early 
nineteen thirties he made a series 
of bold and dangerous 
exploratory journeys in the Sudan 
and Chad. At first these were 
conventional in that he went with 
a conspicuous retinue, though 
early journeys in the Danakil tribal · 
areas were unusually ri.sky. There
after while employed as a colonial 
administrator or adviser to 
African monarchs he undertook a 
series of journeys which were 
quite different in concept. He 
simp ly found a small number of 
carefully chosen native 
companions and went into the 
most dangerous and remote 
places with them. Excluding the 
period of the Second World War 
this formula served him well in 
the most diverse and ambitious 
travels during a period in excess 
of twenty five yea rs. 
Essentially the author records in 
words and excellent photographs 
the accomplishments of that 
period. It is remarkable that he 
did not die soon, as had many of 
his predecessors. Probably that 
he did not is the proof that he is 
no mere romantic lover of empty 
spaces. At the very least he must 
be a most astute judge of people. 
How otherwise could he have 
instituted such journeys and lived 
to tell the tale? Thus in December 
1933 "I set out from Awash 
Station with forty Somalis and 
Abyssinians and eighteen camels 
of which only four survived the 
journey." 
Soon he found himself among the 
Damakil who" ... showed me 
where their fathers had wiped out 
an army of Turks" (earlier 
explorers). Within days the leader 
of these Danakil tribesmen was 
dead from intertribal warfare. 
Thesiger then visited "Capitaine 
Bernard in the fort he commanded 
at Dikil. He and most of his men 
were to die a few months later, 

ambushed by a force from 
Aussa." Yet Thesiger went on, 
usually with only a few retainers 
to travel on and on in the most 
remote and hostile places. He 
crossed the Empty Quarter of 
Arabia, not once but twice - a 
million square miles of desert, a 
no man's land surrounded by 
warring tribes who hated only one 
thing more than their neighbours 
- a christian. Here he was always 
considered by strangers to be an 
inferior, and after massive 
waterless journeys met hatred in 
the settlements upon which he 
and his three or four retainers 
depended. "Go and die in the 
desert." To survive always 
involved the nicest calculation. 
"We knew we must have at least 
one of the Saar with us, otherwise 
their tribe, blood enemies of the 
Rashid, might follow us into the 
sands and kill us. Everyone at 
Manwakh assured us we should 
in any case be killed by the Yam 
and the Dawasir." 
They survived, but only just, 
crossing four hundred waterless 
miles and only just 
avoiding an encounter with 
raiding parties who were killing 
everyone they met. 
Thesiger travelled in disguise and 
became steeped in Arabic 
language and custom. On a 
second visit to the Empty Quarter 
he asked one of his Arab 
companions, "if on my first visit 
he had guessed I was a European" 
- "No, we often wondered who 
you were, but it never occurred to 
us you were a christian." These 
Arab journeys were mostly 
accomplished between 1946 and 
1 950, but by then Thesiger 
spread his wings into exploration 
in Kurdistan, the Madan of Iraq, a 
huge area of swamp, where he 
lived for long periods among 
warring tribesmen. He also 
avoided the summer there by a 
number of visits to remote areas 
on the border between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan and 
there his accounts of Hunza and 
Nuristan are of some interest. But 
most telling is not the subject, the 
peoples and places of these wild 
and remote regions, but the 
motivations of the man. Here is no 
casual visitor, no tourist with 
misted eye. For himself Thesiger 
went as close as is possible to his 
hosts, forming close friendships 
of many years standing, always 
the only European, hating the 
havoc which modernisation 
wreaks - he himself has accepted 
the change which the social 
discipline of the hardest life can 
impose. Nowhere does it show 
more than in the feeling and 
sensitivity of his photographs. 
Particularly those climbers with 
aspirations among primitive 
societies should read this book, 
for Thesiger is the desert Shipton. 

Paul Nunn 

Grande Grimpe 
by Bernard Wietlisbach 
Published privately: 1 7 ch. 
maisonnettes, 1213 Petit
Lancy, Switzerland. 
12-FS (Swiss Francs or 
equivalent) 
Without doubt the best book of 
climbing cartoons I have seen. 
Though written in French and 
based on the climbers of the 
Saleve, it characterises brilliantly 
the nature of local climbing and 
satirises the foibles of the 
climbers. The general appeal 
owes a great deal to the fact that 



Grande Grimpe: 'the Friend finger lock'. 

the author has climbed not just in 
Europe, but also in Australia, New 
Zealand and North America. 
A couple of sample cartoons are 
reprinted here. Even though the 
French is extremely simple and 
the cartoons self-explanatory, it is 
possible that the work will appear 
in English, it certainly merits 
translation. 

Tim Lewis 

Northern Limestone 
edited by Chris Jackson, 
BMC£3.95 
The previous guide to this area 
was first issued in 1969 and was 
by the late 70's grossly out of 
date. 
At that time the only guide 
available was Graham West's 
Guide to Mountain Limestone and 
the climber was left to wander 
the Limestone Dales adopting 
whatever ethics or tactics he · 
deemed necessary. Easy going 
years unaffected by angry young 
men, ever waiting to criticise or 
state an ethical code. 
The 1969 guide set the tone for 
the '70's and offered a directional 
springboard for the dizzy heights 
of achievement currently 
reached. 
One man and his ambition (Tom 
Proctor) muscled his way up 
some leads that I would still term 
'super-routes' and the pack after a 
couple of years hesitation, 
howled after him. He still 
maintains his position. 
The Allen, Bancroft, Regan, 
Fawcett era was upon us and we 
lesser mortals just stood back in 
amazement at the clinical 
efficiency of such powerful 
teams. 
Gone were the days of lunchtime 
sessions in The Moon, followed 
by a drunken epic on some much 
loved classic. Old men cried into 
their beer and some gave up 
climbing. (It happens to each 
successive generation). The 
Moon, rather than being the 
Mecca, became the hangout of 
'has beens'. The punk orientated 
late seventies were upon us. 
Hightime for a new guide. 
The present guide, one of the 
most important and influential in 
British climbing, had to be good 
and therefore the editors stuck 
with a proven format. Essentially 
it is identical in layout to the 1969 

guide and it is here that some 
minor 'nitpicking' can be 
directed. 
Unlike other volumes in the 
current series, the photographs in 
Northern Limestone are grouped 
together in the centre of the book. 
This I am told is for reasons of 
economy, though others have 
informed me that the swing is 
marginal. As in the previous guide 
most of the photographs are of 
poor quality. I think this is 
because they are in the main of 
historical interest. I for one would 
rather see a good 'action shot' on 
the facing page to its description. 
so that I can 'savour the grip' or 
appreciate subtlety, without 
having to thumb through the 
book, via the index. By then the 
photograph has lost its impact. 
Another very revolutionary step in 
this guide is the invention of a 
new 'E grade'. We now have E6. 
Originally E grades were 
introduced to give a greater depth 
of meaning to the Extreme Grade. 
This was because Extremes 
encompassed nearly as much 
variation in difficulty as all the 
other grades put together. 
Thus E1 to E5 was adopted, with 
E5 representing a true 'tour de 
force' of a route. E5's combine 
great technical difficulty often 
coupled with a somewhat 
embarrassing lack of protection. 
The aspirant just cannot really 
afford to fall, because the result 
could be very serious if not fatal. 
When the E grade is coupled with 
the 'technical' grade (e.g. 5A-6B), 
then the climber has a precise 
idea of what to expect. The E 
grade should also reflect a subtle 
balance between seriousness and 
technicality, so that it is difficult 
to imagine an E5 being less than 
6A, even if it is serious. Currently 
E5's seem to be becoming harder 
as general standards rise. 
Compare Right Wall on the 
Cromlech with Midsummer 
Night's Dream on Cloggy. 
Both E5's, one has become a 
Modern Classic, whereas the 
other stil I awaits a second ascent 
after two years. Clearly something 
is wrong and the need for an open 
ended system can be appreciated. 
So far so good, but Northern. 
Limestone applies the system in a 
manner which several leading 
climbers think is wrong. Only one 
route is graded E6 (though more 
are to follow in Southern 

Grande Grimpe: an off-width. 

Limestone). This is Apocalypse. 
Apocalypse is very hard, but it is 
protectable. Really it should be E4 
6A, just like its properly graded 
neighbour Mortlock's Arete. Big 
Plum is graded E4 6A, yet it 
sports, for the most part, above 
the head protection. The grade 
isn't even the one given it by the 
team that climbed it as described. 
It should be E3, 5C, though very 
strenuous and exposed. The 
anomalies are spread throughout 
the book and if Apocalypse is E6, 
then already E7's exist. 
The diagrams in this volume 
deserve a mention. They are, to be 
honest, of poor quality and if the 
climber is not familiar with the 
crag, then they can be confusing 
and of little help. One last debit is 
the star ratings, which for several 
crags are very liberal. I think that 
some area editors have applied a 
somewhat esoteric attitude to 
their 'patch'. 
Staden Quarry although good, is 
not the best buttress in Northern 
Limestone, as the star rating 
would suggest and the resultant 
in-rush of climbers has caused 
access problems, the farmer 
never envisaging such a glut of 
people trampling across his 
fields. It's very easy to criticise 
and somewhat harder to praise 
someone's efforts. This guide has 
30 less pages than the preceding 
one and contains dozens more 
new routes. The descriptions are 
briefer, but with precise grading 
this is a step forward. For the 

main, the quality of the new 
climbs is brilliant. Dozens of 
classics are liberally sprinkled 
throughout the Dales. The free 
climbing of old aid climbs is a 
healthy trend which should 
continue. The positions gained on 
this type of climb are amazing. 
Even now covetous eyes are 
scanning such routes as Prow, 
Raven Tor. One last complaint 
here is Cream Team Special by 
Fawcett. I find it a slight on Ron's 
efforts that an aid version of the 
route is described. Totally 
unacceptable in today's climate 
of purism. It's sheer hypocrisy. 
For one who stands on the fence 
between training and drinking, 
with frequent incursions into 
both camps, I hope that 
development continues at its 
present meteoric pace. I love the 
intrigue, the back-stabbing, the 
overt competition and dare I say 
it, the lies. When I 'overload', I 
can always retire to The Moon 
with my friends, play darts, drink 
beer and fall around in the sun. It 
seems to me that there's not 
much wrong with British 
Climbing or for that matter 
Northern Limestone. Chris 
Jackson and his team deserve a 
large credit for their efforts. It has 
been ·a massive job involving 
literally hundreds of hours of 
effort from dozens of people. I 
only hope that Southern 
Limestone is going to be as good. 

Phil Burke 
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LETTERS 
BMC and Committees 
from Dennis Gray, General 
Secretary BMC 
In Mountain 73 you attribute to 
myself the opinion that the 
Standing Advisory Committee, 
recommended by the Alpine Club 
Arbitrators in the Mountain 
Training Dispute, is not 
necessary. 
This is a misunderstanding of my 
position . I believe that the Joint 
Standing Committee of the 
MLTBs is no longer necessary, or 
at least not in its present form . 
There would inevitably be overlap 
and duplication if the new 
Standing Advisory Committee 
were to attempt to co-ordinate 
and liaise on mountain training in 
the UK and at the same time there 
was to remain the Joint Standing 
Committee on a UK basis of the 
Mountain Leader Boards. 
The Standing Advisory 
Committee is now being set up 
under the Chairmanship of Alan 
Blackshaw and whilst this 
proliferation of committees is a 
very worrying feature. it seems to 
be an inevitable development to 
deal with the complexities which 
face the mountaineering world. 

Dennis Gray, BMC. Manchester 

Editorial commentary 
from John Yates 
I am writing in response to the 
editorial in Mountain 72. You 
suggest that there are two main 
sources of threat to the mainte
nance of wilderness; the govern 
ment/ industrial complex; and 

tourism (which you later 
generali se into, 'people co ll ec
t ively') . 
Whilst I fully ag ree with the 
editor's many perceptive 
comments reg a.rd ing th e former, I 
feel that hi s remarks regarding 
'people collectivity' mu st not go 
unchallenged. 
Despite the disc laimer (Mounta in 
is not a political magazine). the 
editorial advanced two distinct 
and, at first glance, contradictory 
political philosophies; rational 
anarchism on the one hand, and a 
kind of fascism . on the other. 
Rational anarchism, you suggest, 
is the mode of "organisation" 
most suited to climbers. Fasci sm. 
or some benevolent dictatorship, 
that mode most suited to. 'people 
collectively'. 
Climbers, you assert 'are not 
behaving irresponsibly when they 
practice their sport'. They have, 
you suggest, carefully considered 
what they do. and, as much, are 
capable of taking 'all decisions' 
regarding their sport. They need 
not defer to any other authority 
than themselves. In your words. 
climbers 'do not need protecting 
from themselves' . 
Thus it would seem that the 
sensible, if not wise. climber is 
not to be 'interfered with' by any 
external authority. The climbing 
"community" is. therefore, 
permanently suited to a kind of 
rational anarchism. 
But what of the non -climber? By 
some incredible sleight of hand 
you assert that, ' It is a common 
place (sic) that people in large are 
not to be trusted'. Why not? 

Manufacturers of high quality garment■ . Smlthfold Lene, WO RS LEY, 
MANCHESTER M28 6AR. ENGLAND. Telegrams 'HENRILLOYD 
WALKDEN'. Telephone:061-790 2277/8 & 061-799 6480 (2 lln .. ) 
Telex: 666766 D HENRI G. 
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Because, 'People collectively wil I 
be irresponsible if not downright 
criminal '. 
Climbers, the editor reasons. 'do 
not fit this general pattern'. 
because of the 'very nature' of our 
sport! My, I'm so relieved I'm not 
one of those ' irresponsible', 
'criminal' types. 
Of course this is a dangerously 
perverted reasoning. It logically 
follows from the editor' s warped 
reasoning that people who 
'cannot be trusted', people who. 
left to their own devices. would 
become 'criminals', need a 
strong, authoritarian kind of 
government; ie. some form of 
fascism. 
How did we get here? It seems to 
me that the editor has idealised 
the rational . calculative aspect of 
our sport, whilst ignoring (in his 
words) the 'criminal', and 
' irresponsible'. dimensions. 
For instance. he completely 
ignores the 'hard man' mythology 
of clir)"lbing, with its emphasis on 
daring at the expense of 
rationality (eg . Whillans' dabbing 
exploits. heavy boozing, reckless 
driving ... all these seem to me to 
be integral parts of rock climbing 
culture) . 
He also ignores the fact that 
climbers are often responsible for 
the severe denudation of the 
landscape. Think of Stanage. I 
also note the way new route 
climbers transform an act of 
vandalism against vegetation into 
its opposite by describing it as 
gardening. The often wholesale 
stripping of plant (and animal) life 
from a rock face is magically 
converted into an act of 
cultivation, growth, fruition! 
It will appear, to anyone willing to 
look, that climbers are not the' 
people portrayed in this editorial. 
What then of the 'tourist'. or 
'people collectively'? The editor 
has little but contempt for both. 
The 'average tourist' is described 
as 'seemingly so irresponsible or 
criminally suicidal as to give 
lemmings a bad name'. This 
dismissive attitude is the source 
of the editor' s low regard for 
'people collectively' . 
The attitude has a long. an·d sad 
history in mountaineering . Briefly 
it is the view that climbers are on 
a higher plane than the "mass" ; 
they are superior men. I' ll just 
note here how fascist film 
directors were able to make much 
use out of this symbol. The man 
willing to risk his life on the rock 
face became the new superman 
willing to risk all for the Reich. 
It is my belief that the editor is 
wrong in his dismissive 
comments about 'people 
collectively! And as I have just 
mentioned. his elitist conception 
of climbers smacks of fascism. 
It also strikes me that this elitist 
view will not help us to protect 
the mountain environment from 
either (a) exploitation by industry/ 
government. or (b) from over
crowding/ overdevelopment. 
Using the arguments advanced in 
the editorial I can see no reason 
why governments, industrialists, 
or 'people collectively' , should 
ever accept that the mountains 
need to be protected/ preserved. 
Climbing, we are rightly told. is 'a 
small activity viewed in the world 
context' . In addition to this, the 
final paragraph tells us that, 
although climbers have given 
careful consideration to what they 
do. they've found 'no reason for 
it' . 
Given these two considerations; 
the minority status of our sport; 

and, the fundamental lack of 
reason behind it ; how can the 
editor be moved to say that a 
climber's freedom 'should be 
treasured by society as a whole'? 
The position of minorities in 
Britain (and elsewhere). does not 
suggest that we be so sanguine. 
The struggle to protect the hills 
will be protracted . It will be more 
successful however, if we shed 
this arrogant belief that 'people 
collectively' are our enemy. As it 
is only when we engage the non 
climbing public in the universal 
(as opposed to elitist) 
implications of our struggles that 
we wi 11 ever stop the rot. 
David did, I recall . slay Goliath . 

John Yates. Houston, Texas. 

Swabian Everest 
Expedition 1979 
from Tilman Fischbach 
Your publication, to which I 
subscribe, is generally 
characterized by superior 
journalism. In response to the 
item under the heading of Nepal. 
Everest (Mountain 71 }, however, I 
am obliged to take issue. In the 
conspicuous absence of your 
correspondent in Nepal, your 
account of the tragic end of the 
Swabian Mt. Everest Expedition 
1979 with its highly-subjective 
implications of "off-hand treat
ment" of Sherpas, reads more like 
a gossip column (the source of 
which may have been the other 
European climbers to whom you 
referred) than a factual report. As 
a member of that expedition, 
permit me to up-date your 
inaccurate information by first 
expressing that Per Temba's 
recommendation was taken very 
seriously and, indeed, was 
reiterated by Dr. Schmatz. who 
personally attempted, at great 
length. to dissuade both of those 
considered by Per Temba to be 
unfit. from attempting the ascent. 
The final decision. nevertheless. 
was accorded each individual. 
Sundare's bravery was exemplaQ'.. 
After the night in the bivouac on 
which he had attempted to help 
the two who died, he was aided 
on that day to Camp 11 at 1 8, 700ft 
where medical treatment for his 
frostbite was immediately 
instituted. He was continuously 
and meticulously cared for the 
next day on which we remained in 
camp because of his snow
blindness. A yak for his transport 
to base camp had been sent for 
since poor visibility and weather 
conditions precluded a helicopter 
rescue . He was not "strapped" on 
the yak, but rode comfortably on a 
padding of sleeping bags with his 
frostbitten foot well positioned. 
We arrived at Khunde on the 
afternoon of the second (not the 
third) day where he and his family 
requested that he should be 
hospitalized . In the hospital, he 
was attended by Dr. J. Reekie and 
visited continuously by members 
of the expedition . Your 
allegations of "callous" treatment 
of our friend Sundare, into whose 
house I was personally accepted 
as a guest, are, of course, 
absolutely unbased. His medical 
expenses were paid without 
question and each of us 
contributed an extra 25L to him 
and his family and for his 
sacrifice. We parted in deep 
friendship and hope, thus, to have 
rectified your account of the 
Swabian Mt. Everest Expedition. 

Tilman Fischbach. Expedition 
doctor, Munich. .& 
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If you've bought a parka before 
you'll know just how irritating bad 
design can be. 

Inside pockets that are impossible to 
reach without the aid of six foot arms. 

Zips that stick in the down position when 
you're half way up a mountain. And it's five 
below freezing. 

At Black Ice we feel that if more 
thought went into parka design 
there'd be a lot more satisfied parka 
wearers about. 

So before we unleashed our new 
range on an unsuspecting public 
we let them loose on some pretty 
prestigious guinea pigs. 

Firstly they went through our 
own stringent, quality control tests. 

Then, last Christmas, a team of 
climbers took them on a winter 
expedition in the Chamonix Mont 
Blanc range. 

During which the temperature 
dropped as low as-40°C while they 
were putting a new route up the 
North face of the Peigne. 

Before our new 
the element 

weather a sto~ 
And finally, Jim Bridwell tested his in the most hostile 

environment he could find. A torrential rain storm in 
Patagonia. 

All came back with their own pet likes and dislikes, 
enabling us to modify and rethink. 

For example, no climber or backpacker likes a blast of 
cold air or snow up his jumper. 

So we made a special weather skirt to stop it 
happening. 

We designed special two-in-one outside pockets with 
Velcro sealed flaps for your valuables and side openings 
to keep your hands warm. 

Our sleeves are cut specially to allow greater freedom 
of movement. The Black Ice hood combines with our 
extra high collar to keep both head and neck warm. 

And we use only the highest quality nylon YKK 
zippers to avoid sticky situations. 

We could go on but we'd rather you found out for 
yourself, so drop in at your nearest stockist and ask to 
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see the Black Ice range of parkas and vests. 
Once you've bought one let us know your own 

opinions. Because in the end it's your response that's 
critical. 

I would like to know more about the Black Ice range and 
my nearest stockist. 

Name _________________ _ 

Address ________________ _ 

North Cape Textiles Ltd 
Berryden Mills 
6 Berryden Road 
ABERDEEN AB9 2WB 
Scotland. 

(H.t.PJHCAPE) 

Black Ice 



OFF BELAY 
THE MOUNTAIN MAGAZINE 

A Journal of Communication 
for Active Mountaineers, 
Rock, and Ice Climbers 

"It's great to read articles of such 
varie ty and educa tional interest, 
rather than the typical, 'our trip' 
accounts. " - Va nco uver, B.C. 

"You seem to have broken the 
glory trend which is so prevalent 
in climbing publications today." 

- Salt Lake City , Utah 

S u bsc r ip t io n R ates- U n ite d State s & Canada 

1 Y ear - $1 2. 00 ($12.6 2) 
2 Years - $23. 00 ($24.22) 
3 Years - $34.00 ($35.80) 

F o reig n - $14.00 per year 

Washington Sta te 
subscript io n s must 
in clude t hf! 5.3% 
sa les t a x as noted 
in the paren t h eses. 

/ -~OH ■ILAY 
~ ,.._; - 15830 S.E . 124th STREET 

~ :;.,- 'l'.:- RENTON. WASHINGTON , 98055 

---• • ■ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

HUMMINGBIRD 

MODULAR ICE AXE 
Following the success of the Humming

bird Hammer. Lowe introduces the 
Hummingbird Axe: one tool for all 
mountaineering. The original Tubular 
Pick is famous for stability in hard ice. 
For mixed climbing you may prefer the 
Alpine Pick. With the Tubular Adze you 
can chop steps or bollards quickly from 
any angle. Free Catalog. 

LASI • Dept M7• Spollanstown• T ullamore• Co Offaly• Rep Ireland 

LAS Box 189. M7 CME Ltd Dept M7 

Lafayette r;:"77\':,;::::::::;7 4508 10th St NE 
CO80026 Calgary. ALTA . 

(303) 665-9220 T2E 6K3 
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A very compact. twin "A pole mountain tent with all-round valance 
Eacr, bell has a double zip to provide a vanety of openings and a 

tunnel type ventilator which is wired to prevent blowing-in 
The inner tent slopes outwards from apex to floor a1 both ends and 

has five flysheet links on each side which are easily adjusted with cord 
grips to give maximum internal space The inner also has a full zip 
entrance at both ends. wall pockets. a ventilated rear panel and full 
insect screen netting at the front 

I PHOENIX 1 moontameermG 

Standard shock corded poles and 
pegging points make pitching ot the 
flysheet a simple task and provide 
instant shelter 

I 
I 

Height lnner 95cms 

Fly 105cms 

Width Inner I 35cms 

Fly t80cms 

Leng1h Inner 21 Ocrns 

Fly 350cms 

Weight 3 9kg Bib I 0oz 

Coquetdale Trading Estate, 
Amble, Morpeth, 
Northumberland. NE65 OPE. 
Tel.Amble (0665) 710934 

A Phoenix quality product. Don't settle for less. 

Climbing in some of the 
world's most challenging 

mountain regions 

Mountains of Ecuador 
Not · 28 - Dec 17, 1980 
No,· 27 - Dec 16, 1981 

Ascents of th ree 20,000-foot e4uatorial 
volcanoes-incluJ 1ng Cotopaxi, world's 

h ighest active volcano. 

Climbing Schools 
Mar 28 - Apr 30, 1981 
Dec I - Dec 16, /981 
)ltn 1-/ - Jun 27, 1981 
)11h· 5 - J11h· 18, 1981 

Mounrnine~ring se~inars plus guiJeJ 
climbs in Nepal , New Zeala nJ, 

Mc Kinley National Park , anJ the 
North CascaJes in Washington. 

Kilimanjaro/ 
Mt. Kenya Climbs 

Fd, 13 - Mar 9, 1981 
)ltne 9 - )"/" 6, 1981 
Sep 3 - Sep 27, 1981 

Oppor tunity for cl imbing on Africa's 
two highest peaks. 

Ascent of McKinley 
Tru1-erse- Mav 31 • )ltne 2-1, 1981 

\\'le.it B,mrcss- ]ltnc 12 - )lth 5, 1981 
Climb North America's higl;est peak 

McKinley (20,320'). Summit trave rse 
or \Vest Buttress route. 

Huascaran-Cordillera 
Blanca Expedition 

J"lv 3 - Julv 24, 1981 
Ascent of Huascaran (22, 3 H '), Peru's 

highest peak, plus two other 
20,000-fooc AnJean gia nts. 

JOO n/>eJition., & maings on 5 continent , 
/or climl,crs, hikers and aJ,·enwrcrs. 
\\'!rite Jin 56-/"1ge International 
Catalog anJ lor 2-/ -page North 

American Catalog. ([ ncluJe $ I for 
postogc for each .) 

Mountain Trave l Australia 
P.O. Box 54 

Mosman, NS.W . 2088 
Austra lia 

Mountain Travel U .K. 
22 Church Street 

Twickenham TWI 3NW 
England 

Mountain Travel Canada 
73 7 Burley Drive 

West Vancouver, B.C. V7T IZ7 

Mountain Travel , lnc . I I 398-MT Solano Avenue I I Albany, C A 94706 I 
I Name --------1 
I Street --------- - - 1 
I City _____ State ___ Zip I ._ _______ _ 
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A new era of climbing standards 
a new generation of rucsacs 

••• 

Atlas 

The 'NEW' Joe Browns -
"sacs for the 80's" 
When we ceased production of the most popular 
rucsac we have ever made - the Joe Brown - it 
resulted in a howl of protest which still persists 
after all this time. 

Now, for the eighties, we have created a 
completely new trio of Joe Browns which 
embody the popular features of the original plus 
a host of new ideas and concepts. There are three 
models, the Joe Brown 3 for the rock climber, the 
Joe Brown 5 for the Alpinist and winter 
mountaineer, and the Joe Brown 7 for the major 
ranges. Each has features particularly suited to its 
usage and these are detailed bel<M'. 

Features indude:" 
*An 'S' cut back to provide maximum stability 
and lumbar comfort. 

• A rising base to reduce snagging on steep 
descents and to keep the load close to the body. 

Climbers' Day Sacs 
with many uses! 
Although designed for climbers, the neat stylish 
appearance and the useful features make these 
sacs attractive to all mountain users, especially if 
their activity extends to winter. 

The Atlas, T atra 3 and 1 are fitted with the new 
removable "sit-mat" which provides a padded 
back. The Tatra 2 has a sewn-in padded back 
and the two Pinnacles have unpadded canvas 
backs. All have 50 mm. slides for fitting the new 
2-piece padded wing hip- belt 

The Atlas: (NEW) 
A completely new sac with some very special 
features: 

*Special zip access to rear compartment. 
*Inside flask/water bottle pocket. 
*Ski/pocket fittings. 
*40-litre capacity. 

*Three points of attachment for sac-hauling: the 
front haul straps being "daisy-chained" and 
running the full length of the body for strength. 

*A new "catenary" harness attachment for light-

*Camera pocket with accessory/crampon patch 
and ice-axe loop. 

~ ~ 
*Nylon body with KS-1 OOe base and back. 

ness,balance and comfort. Tatra 2 
*Made in KS-1 OOe, the cloth specially created for Similar to last year's cotton T atra but it has been 
rucsacs by karrimor. , , improved by the addition of a full camera pocket 

*Lifting or extending flaps with bi\.Ouac -------------------- with crampon/accessory patch and ice axe loop. 
extensi·on. 30-litre capacity. 

*A completely clean front for easy hauling. 
*Side profile straps to draw the sac close to the *Camera pocket on the flap with accessory/ 
body. These also double as pocket attachments crampon patch. 

and ski fittings. *Fitted "sit-mat" which provides both a padded 
*Attachment points for a new 2-piece padded back and a bivi seat. (The new "/format" 
wing hip-belt which is light and stowable in the malleable frame can also be fitted in the special 
flap pocket. pocket). 
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The 7th Grade Series also includes: Tatras 1 & 3, 
and Pinnacles 1 & 2. Full details of 7th Grade 
models are available from karrimor retailers or 
write to: karrimor International hd., Box 7G M. 
Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lancashire 
BBS 6PR, England. 



TAKE YOUR FUN SERIOUSLY 
Always take a Survival Ration 
Pack. 
One day it could save your life. 

Designed for the CLIMBER, CAMPER, 
CAVER, CANOEIST, RAMBLER, 
SAILOR, PILOT, MOTORIST, CYCLIST, 
CROSS-COUNTRY HANG GLIDER 
AND SKIER and OUTDOORSMAN. 

Features include: -
*High energy foods for at least 24 hrs. 
•Ability to make hot drinks 
•Water bag and sterilizing tablets 
•Robust aluminium container 
*Airtight and floats in water ,/ 

., , :: ,. .... 
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1-,,-.,1, , ," 
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•Pocket sized-only 6"x4"x2" 
•Lightweight-only 14 ozs Only £5.50 inc . p&p from outdoor shops or from 

s111~,,J,,41.4 AIits 111~1• * Will not rust or corrode 
•Tamperproof-all there when you Morland, Penrith, Cumbria. 

need it 
•3 Year Life-Take it again and again 

Quantity discounts . Trade enquiries welcome. Send 40p 
for our new survival equipment CATALOGUE. 

ALSO NEW PRODUCT-Vacuum packed SURVIVALBAG 7'x3; £1.20inc. p&p. 

UP rn 20 UIAA fAllS 
SUPfRB HANDLING 

HIGH ABRASION 
RtSISTANCE 

* NEW AllUAPROOf flNISH * 

i PHOENIXpHaraoH D 
• • I 
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DESIGNED FOR THE SPECIALlST 

This is a doub!e construction bag with all seams 
altemaled,designed for all-year-round use but 
particularly suited for winter conditions. II has a 
double tilling weight of 7oz per sqyd (.2kgs per 
metre), a full hood, box foot and polyester cotton lining. 

Average weight: 2,2kgs ( 4lbs 14oz). Length: 72" 

I PHOENIX 1 moonta1flftr111G 

( ! 83cms) excluding hood. 
Width: (Shoulder) 30" 
(76cms). Filling: DACRON" 
HollofiL Cover: Ripstop 
Nylon Lining: Polyester 
Cotton. Stuff Sack: 

I 
Compression type 
:::only rnanutacturers whose products 
conform to Du Fbnt quality standards ore 
permitted to use the quality label DACRON · 
Hoilohl 

Amble, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, NE65 OPE. 
Tel. Amble (0665 ) 710934. 

I Coquetdale Trading Estate, 

A Phoenix quality product Don't settle for less. 
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Stubai quality climbing gear - proving the 
best doesn't always cost the most. 

Nuts! 
Big ones, small ones, some as big as your ... 

Get your favourite chock on wire, any shape 
bought or home made. Small sizes on 3mm 
wire (0.6 ton B.S.), the rest on 4mm wire 
(1 ton B.S.), with talurit alloy swage and 
plastic sleeve to keep wires parallel. Overall 
length: 8 inches. 
Price includes return postage. 
Per chock U.K. £1.00 overseas £1.25 

The Bivouac 56 North Parade, Matlock Bath, Derbys. 
Tel. Mat. 3750.Open M.T.W.T.F.S. 9.30-5.30. 
Sun 9.30-2.00. 

INSULATAWEAR 
World-wide 
protection 1 , 

and warmth 
6 A complete range of · ·+; jackets, trousers, suits and 

0
/ , ~ now ice boots, available 

from all main retail outlets. 
~--------------~--~---~-----, I Please send brochures showing the complete INSULATA I 
I range, recommended retail price list and name of my I 

nearest stockist. 1 
I I I NAME......................................................... .. ............................... I 

I ADDRESS ······················ ·· ·· ···· ···· ············ ··········· ·· ······ ····· ····· ······ ·· ' 
I MM08 I 
I ··········· ···· ·········· ··················· ···· ·· ················································· ·· t 
I INSULATAWEAR LTI> .• 127 OLD ST. CLEVEDON, AVON B521 IBW : .1.:. ________________________ _ 

"' -~ A. "'if G:J 
.f':t.. ~ H "'I"' tf~lPlf~~~ 

~~aqa~~ 
LONDON SHOPS 14 Southampton Street 
London WC2E 7HY 
Telephone 01·836 8541 

MANCHESTER BIRMINGHAM 
166 Deansgate 35 Cannon Street 
Manchester M3 3FE Birmingham B2 5EE 
Telephone 061-834 7119 Telephone 021·643 5180 



TM brand to choose: is Brixia. 

U.S. Distributor 

Whicl1 Bool? 
For the outdoors man, whether climber or backpacker, the 
right choice of boots is as important as any other part of 
his gear. A boot that is uncomfortable or leaks is 
guaranteed to make any outing a misery. Unfortunately 
many boots are not up to the treatment they are put 
through and soon prove to be a bad buy. 

To avoid this sort of disappointment it 
makes sense to choose a brand that 
has a proven record of quality, 
one that is already the 
choice of experienced 
outdoor people. 

. 

~_,.; ' 
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} 

B.ritish Distributor : Ardblair S 
Bl.airgowrie, 

BEAL · 38202 VIENN~R~N 
I . ~ ., 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Bushgear Australia P/L, 
Shop 6 Caga Centre, 
38 Akuna Street, 2601 
Tel. (062) 47 - 7153 (M)(S) 
A.C. T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S) . 
N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C). 
N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment, 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432. 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S). 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Designs 
334 Kent Street, 
Tel. 291231 
N.S.W. Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
17 Falcon Street, Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel. (07) 2296609 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
224 Barry Parade, 
Fortitude Valley , 4006. 
Tel. 07 .52.8804 or 52.8894. 
South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Climbing Equipment, 
98 Fullarton Road, 
Norwood 5067 
T<1I. 08.332.7793 (C) (M) (S) . 
Tasmania: Hobart 
Outdoor Equipment, 
212 Liverpool Street, 7000. 
Tel. 002.346213 (C) (M) (S). 
Victoria: Kew 
Bush and Mountain Sports 
146 High Street, 3101 
Tel. 862'.1801 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Australia P/ L, 
377 Little Bourke Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 67 - 3354 (M)(S) 

(03) 67 - 7966 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd ., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports (Auckland) Ltd., 
2nd Floor, Corner Victoria & 
Kitchener Streets, 
T~I. 374764 
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Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
200 Madras Street, 
Tel. 67.148 
Christchurch 

... 

Mountain Equipment Ltd . 
384 Montreal Street 
Tel. 793-747 (C) (M) 
Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger 
15 Cranmer Square 
Tel. 795 174 

Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
101 Stuart St., 
Tel. 773.679 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd ., N.W.41 . 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S) . 

GERMANY 
Munich 33, 
Sport - Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str. 85 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66 - 1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
(Mountaineering Division of 
'The Action Corporation'), 
402 Li Po Ch.un Chamber, 
Des Vouex Road Central, 
Tel . 5-435063 
Mail. Tsat Tsz Mu i 
Post Office, Box No.73 

INDIA 
Delhi 
M/S West Coast Manufacturers 
& Traders (Regd.) 
92 UB. Jawahar Nagar, 110007 
Tel. .223900 & 229539 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall , 
302 George Street. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. 09663.2297 . 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S) . 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street, 
Tel. 0232.38572. 

Birmingham Chester 
The Mountain "Shop, Ellis Brigham, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway ,4. 7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. (S) . Tel. 0244.318311. 

Birmingham Chesterfield 
Y.H.A. Shop. (S). The Adventure Centre, 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 7 Shepleys Yard , Saltergate, 
Tel. 021 .643.5180. Tel. 0246.38660. 

Birmingham Coventry 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, (C) , Mounta in Sports (Coventry) 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 61 Empress Buildings 
Hagley Road . Binley Road 
Tel. 021.454.8771 . Tel. 0203.441241 

Blackburn Derbyshire/Hope 
A .B.C. Gear Ltd ., Magic Mountain, 
39 Darwen Street, 93 Castleton Road . 
Tel. 0254.663235. Tel. 0433.20516. 

Blackpool Derby 
The Alpine Centre, Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
193 Church Street. 85 King Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 . Tel. 0332.365650. 

Bolton Derby 
Alpine Sports, Powers Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S) . Green Lane. 
Tel. 0204.25087 . Tel. 0332.48311. 

Bradford Derby 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, Prestidge, 
4 Jacob Street, 350 Normanton Road . (S). 
Manchester Rd . 5. Tel. 0332.42245. 
Tel. 0274.28674 Derby 
Brentwood, Essex Outdoor Shop, 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 201 Normanton Rd ., DE3 6US 
25 Kings Road . Tel. 0332.45204. 
Tel. 0277 .221259. Doncaster 
Brighton Smith, Beyer Ltd ., 
Alpine Sports 38 Kingsgate, 
138 Western Road . (S) Waterdale Centre, (C) (M) . 
Tel. 0273.26874. Tel. 0302."'21297 . 

Bristol Dundee 

Ellis Brigham, David Low Sports Co . Ltd., 

162 Whiteladies Road . 21 Commercial Street. (M) (S) ~ 

Tel. 0272.311157 . Tel. 0382.24501/2. . "·· 
Bristol Dundee 

Blacks Camping & leisure, Blacks Camping & Leisure; 

41 a Colston Street. (S) (C). 93-117 Princes Street. (C) . 

Tel. 0272.23166. Tel. 0382.43766. 

Burnley Edinburgh 

Sportak, Spindrift Mountain Gear, 

25 Hammerton Street. 46 Dairy Road . 

Tel. 0282.36816." Tel. 031 .337 .2332 . 

Buxton Elgin 

Jo Royle, Bill Marshall , 

High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C) . 11 Commerce Street. 

22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824. Tel. 0343.44073. 

Cambridge Exeter 

The Outdoor Centre, Blacks Camping & Leisure, 

7 Bridge Street. 181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 

Tel. 0223.53956. Tel. 0392.76423. (C) (S) . 

Capel Curig Fort William 

Joe Brown, Nevisport 

The Climbing Shop, 131 High Street. 

Tel. 06904.205. Tel. 0397.4921 /4922 

Capel Curig Glasgow 

Ellis Brigham, Greaves, 

Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 23 Gordon Street. (S) . 

Tel. 06904.232. Tel. 041 .221.4531 /2 . 

Cardiff Glasgow 

Y.H.A. Shop, Highrange Sports, 

131 Woodville Road , 2. 99 Great Western Road . 

Tel. 0222.31370. Tel. 041 .332.5533. 

Cardiff Glasgow 

Outdoor Action, Nevisport, 

12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays, 261 Sauchiehall Street, (M), 

Tel. 0222.28892. Tel. 041 .332.4814 . 

Cardiff Glasgow 

Up and Under Outdoor Gear Blacks Camping & Leisure, 

148 Ninian Park Road, 132 St. Vincent Street. (S) . 

Tel. 0222.390531 . Tel. 041 .221.4007 . 

Carlisle Grantown-on·Spey 
Dennis English, Speyside Sports, 
141 Lowther Street. 47 High Street. (S) . 
Tel. 0228.30239. Tel. Grantown 246. 



Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road . 
Tel. 021 .550.9748. 

Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd ., 
28 John William Street. 
Tel. 0484.23165. (C) (Ml. 
Inverness 
Clive Rowland, 
60 Academy Street, 
Tel. 0463.387 46. 

Keswick : Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road 
Tel. 0596.73524 . 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
5 New Road . Tel. 0524.66610. 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40.Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 

Leeds 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
21/22 Grand Arcade . (C) . 
Tel. 0532.458634. 

Leeds/Bradford 
Guiseley Mountain Sports 
Towngate, 
Guiseley, LS20 9JA. 
Tel. 0943 75846 
Leicester 
Roger Turner , Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road (S) . 
Tel. 0533.551952 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 051.709.6912 . 
Liverpool 
Smith Beyer Ltd . 
43 Harrington St., 2 
Tel. 051 .236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 . 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd ., 
54 Seymour Street, W.1. 
Tel. 01 .723.5252. 
London 
Alpine Sports 
10-12 Holborn, E.C.1. (S) 
Tel. 01.404.5681. 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
146 Holborn, E.C. 1. 
Tel. 01 .405.4426. 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
53-54 Rathbone Place, W.1. 
Tel. 01.636.6645. (C) . 
London 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01.836.8541 /7 . 
Luton 
Out & About, 
20 Stuart Street, 
Tel. 0582.38952. 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd .), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167. 

Manchester 
Ellis Br igham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 . (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road, 
Tel. 061 .928.6613. 
Manchester 
Y.H.A . Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) . 
Tel. 061 .834.7119. 
Manchester 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061 .833.0340. 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916. 
Newcastle-u·pon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0632.23561 . 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd ., 
12 Grey Street. 
Tel. 0632.24941. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
The Four Seasons 
115-117 Northumberland St. 
Tel. 0632.29103 

North Wales : Deinolen 
Clogwyn Cl imbing Gear Ltd ., 
Clwt .y-Bont LL55 3DE 
Tel. 028.682.551. 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0602.47230. 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorksh ire Street, 
Rhodes Bank . 
Tel. 061 .620.3900. 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre , 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110. 
Penrith 
Mountain Craft, 
4 Castlegate. 
Tel. 0768.64513. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portmadoc 
Madoc Sport 
118 High Street 
Tel. 0766.3617 
Portsmouth 
Safari, The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705.29410. 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd ., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772 .21903. 
Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196. 

Rotherham 
The Adventure Centre, 
The Guardian Centre, 
Tel. 0709 68660. 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.56018 . . 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd. , 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) . 
Tel. 0742 .25631 . 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road . 
Tel. 0274.592422. 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Alpenstock 
2 Port Street. 
Tel. 061 .480.3660 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St. , Hanley . 
Tel. 0782 .266137 . 
Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Cl imbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 
WindP.rmere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
2 Victoria Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876. 

York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate . 
Tel. 0904 .53567. 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 117 . 
Oslo 
Sport Co . A/S, 
Mountain and Sk i Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt.6 . 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 . 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 
Dolfisport, 
Snemandsvej la, 2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 02.94 .87 .94. 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811. (C) (M) (S). 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 . (C) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735. 

California : Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave. , 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S). 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 . (C) (S) . 
California : La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd ., 90631 . 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C)(Ml(S) . 
California: Palo Alto 
The North Face 
383, University Ave. , 94301 
Tel. 415.327 .1563 (C)(M)(S). 

California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 
443 1 2th Street, 92101. 
Tel. 714.232.2167. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401 . 
Tel. 805.541 .1533. (C) (M)(S). 

California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mtneering, 
3040 State Street, 93105 
Tel. 805.682 .1083 

California : Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
3251 Mono Way , 95370 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.8616. 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering 
2020 30th Street, 80301 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Colorado Springs 
The Cobbler, 
10 South 25th Street, 80904. 
Tel. 303.475.7626. 
Colorado : Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.6419 (C)(M)(S) . 
Colorado: Durango 
Pineneedle Mountaineering 
835 Main Ave., Suite 211 , 
81301 . (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303 .247.8728. 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Tel. 303.586.5391 . 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M) . 
Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220. (C) (M) (S) . 
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Connecticut : West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave ., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S) . 
Idaho : Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882 .0133.(C)(M)(S) . 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626 . 
Tel. 312.262.3832 .(C)(M)(S) . 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
1041, Commonwealth Avenue, 
Tel. 617 .254.4250. (C)(M)(S) . 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midw~st Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Ave. South, 55454. 
Tel. 612.339.3433. (C)(M)(S) . 
Michigan: East Lansing 
Great Lakes Mpuntain Supply, 
541 East Grand River Ave., 
48823. 
Tel. 517 .351'.2060. 

Montana: Hamilton 
Expeditions International 
215 Main St., (Box 1040), 
59840. 
Tel. 406.363.3440. (C)(S) . 

N.H. : North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment 
Main Street, 03860. 
T~I. 603.356.5287 . 

New York : Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall , 
Tel. 607 .272.6868 . (C)(M)(S) . 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
-14 Main Street, 12561 . 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S) . 
New York : Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd . East, 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C)(M)(S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
880 W' Lancaster Ave. , 19010 
Tel. 215 .527 .3616. 

Pennsylvania : Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
10 Penn Vall~y Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536. 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
T imberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So . Highland Dr ive, 84106 
Tel. 801.466.2101 . (C)(M)(S) . 
Washington : Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826 . 
Tel . 509.548 .5623 . (M)(S). 

Washington : Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc. , 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122 . 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C)(M)(S) . 

Washington : Seattle 
Swallow 's Nest , 
3320 Meridan Ave., N ., 98103. 
Tel. 206 .633.0408. (M)(S) . 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N. E., 
98105. 
Tel. 206.633.4431. 
Washington : Spokane 
Selk irk Berg sport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020. (C)(M)(S). 

Wisconsin : Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply , 
State and Gorham, 53703 . 
Tel. 608 .251.9059. (C)(M)(S). 

Wyoming : Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O . Box 1533) , 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C)(M)(S) . 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street , 82070. 
Tel. 307 .742 .3191. (S)(C) . 

HIGH MOUNTAINS AND COLD SEAS 
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A Biography of H.W. Tl LMAN by J.R.L. Anderson 

Explorer, mariner and war hero, 
Tilman was among the foremost mountaineers 

of his generation. (Gollancz, £9.95) 

Climbing Ropes 
You can stake your life on 
MOAC ropes quality 
and performance 
- you may have to. 

I 
I 
I 

From as little as £7 .50 p.a. the BMC Insurance Scheme 
provides UK · residents with world wide security. 
_Cover is provided for rescue , medical , repatriation, 
personal accident , baggage and equ ipment , loss of 
deposits and publ ic liabil ity . Get the security of a 
proven , specialised insuran ce scheme. It could make 
your landing a little softer. 

J~ 
~m~ British 
Mountaineering 
Council Services ltd 
Name 

Address 

Crawford House Please send me details 
Prec ,nct Centre of BMC Insurance 
Booth Street East Schemes (or telephone 
Manchester M 13 9RZ 061-273 5839) 

I 
I 
I L ___________ J 



The Bodyhuggers 

Our exciting /format frame is constructed 
from twin aluminium strips moulded into 
double thickness karrimat material with extra 
protective padding. It fits into a special frame 
pocket and is additional to the chevron
stitched padded back. 

The /format can be shaped to fit you 
personally. It enhances the superb comfort of 
the "bodyhuggers" and, coupled with the 
precisely located harness attachment points, 
ensures maximum stability in action. It's tough, 
malleable and doubles as a bivi seat. 

[ ______ ~ 
For further details, write to 

karrimor International ltd., Box BHM. 
Avenue Parade, Accrington. 

Lancashire. 
.. or visit your nearest 

karrimor specialist dealer 

The /format is only one of many important 
design improvements to the Alpiniste. 
Others are:-

* A new extendable flap. * A new 'S' cut 
back for stability and comfort. * A rising base 
to keep the load close to the body and to reduce 
the risk of the sac catching on steep descents. 
* A narrower, yet thicker. harness for greater 
comfort. * Double riveted haul loop for 
greater security. * The Haston tunnel for hip 
belt storage ( ilfustrated). * A new shape and a 
new colour in KS-1 OOe ... the material specially 
developed for rucsacs by karrimor. 
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Buying that tent has eost me 
nothing but time and money! 

You should'a used D.A.S. mail 
order Boss, they'Ve got huge 
stocks, unbeatable prices and 
yo• gear's posted direct f 

~i§ 

D-A-S MAIL ORDER 

• 

se the coupon Boss, 
r ring 01. 231.3391 
or a free catalogue. 

Everything for the Climber, Backpacker r - PLEASESENDMEONEOFYOUR - 7 
& Lightweight camper. D.A.S MAIL ORDER CATALOGUES. I I NAME ___________ I 

Send off for your FREE catalogue now!x 
ADDRESS ___________ I 

r •11%43 £ta 14« Ii t1Z¥ i !ill· Utt) _-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_ 1 
compare our prices! now! L __________ J 
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BRITISH 

GAURI SANKAR 

1979 

Gore-Tex Suits and Down Duvets, 
Trousers and Boots 

by Mountain Equipment 



SUPER TOUGH PVC FOUL 
WEATHER GEAR 

SWEAr' FOUL WEATHER GE 
OOF..EQPURE 

WOOL SWEATERS AND CAPS 

ATCLIM7ND SPORTING S 
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