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A new generation of ru~._----cs for a 
new era of climbing st dards 

The new 
Joe Browns 
* All in KS- lOOe. 
* New 'catenary' harness 

for big load comfort 
* Rising base to reduce 

descent snagging. 
* Extendable flaps 

(JBS & 7) 
* 3 point hauling. 
* Side profile straps which 

can carry extra pockets. 
* Bivouac 'sitmat'. 
* New lightweight Beta

belt padded hip wings 
(extra). 

* ½ biwi extension 
(JBS & 7). 

* Light and strong. 
* Functional. 

Joe Brown 7 

* Models in KS- lOOe, Nylon or 
Canvas 

* 24 - 70 litre capacity. 
* Bristling with new features and 

designs. 

The new 
Joe Browns 
Joe Brown 3 a day sac for 
summer or winter. 
Joe Brown 5 The modern 
alpinist' s sac also 
designed for the big walks 
or a weekend in Wales. 
Joe Brown 7 The 
expedition version which 
can provide up to 95 litres 
capacity for the bulky 
loads yet close down to a 
slim line for technical 
climbing. 

Atlas 

Models:
Pinnacles 1 and 2. 
Tatras 1. 2 and 3p. 
Atlas (new model). 
Joe Brown 3 (new model). 
Joe Brown 5 (new model) . 
Joe Brown 7 (new model) . 
stocked by all specialist outdoor 
retailers. 

Purpose designed to meet the exacting requirements of the modern climber yet entirely pleasing to the traditional 
mountaineer and walker. 

Full details of 7th Grade models are available from karrimor retailers or write to: 
karrimor International ltd., Box 7M, Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lancashire BBS 6PR, England. 



No. 1 in Europe 

karrimor 

No. 1 in Ice.Climbing 

karrimor (!) f:rak 

No. 1 in 
Cross-Country Ski-ing 
karrimor, karrimat, karibou, Jaguar, Papoose, Aergo, Simploc. 
Clinchlock, Cougar. 7th Grade, Haston, Lynx and KS-1 OOe are 
registered trade marks world wide of karrimor International ltd. 

For more information contact Dept. M. T. karrimor International Ltd., Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes, England. 
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THE MORAINE PACK. Tested and enjoyed by Ned Gillette, Adventure Skier, on his Cross 
Country Ski Traverse of New Zealand's rugged Southern Alps. 

See our new pack line at your North Face dealer. Write for Ned's comments and our 
detailed brochure. 
THE NORTH FACE, Department PMT, 1234 Fifth Street, Berkeley, California 94710 USA 
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THE 
MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 

The Phoenix Mountaineering collection - here are the bare bones. 
We're sure you'll want to know more about us. We've given you seven excellent 

reasons to give us a ring or send for more information. 

PHOENIX pHaLGnX 

Height Inner 100cm~ 

Fl1 115cm~ 

Width Inner I )Ocm~ 

Fl1 ViOcm., 

Length Inner 2 IOcm'.!t 

rl1 275cm~ 

Weight ;. I kg blh 14o, 

PHOENIX pHreaK 

Height (Ape,l Inner 100cm~ 
~ -~ 

Fly I 12cm~ 

Width (Front! Inner I )5c1m, (Rc,1r) 

Fl1· 178 •I !Hem, cm~ 

Length Inner 200c1m, 

Fly 3")0cm'.!t 

Weight 25kg ;lb l001 

-PHOENIX pHantom 

Height !Ape,> Inner IOOt..:m'.!t 

Fl1 112t..:ll1'.!, 

Width ( Front l Inner I 35cm'.!t ( Rear) 
-- ,I 87Cll1'.!t (Front) rl1 178Cltl'.!t 

Lcn~th I 111u:r 200cm'.!t 

Fly 350c1m, 

Weight 2.3kg ;1h 201 

PHOENIX pHor1ress • .... .---=-.::■ 
£ ~ 
Height Inner 45em'.!t 

Fly 105cm'.!t 

Width Inner I )')cm'.!t 
·-

Fly 180cm!-) 

Length Inner 210cm!, 

Fly 3-50cm~ 

Weight 3.'lkg 81b l001 
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PHOENIX 
NOrtHeasm 
JG(Ket 

Filling Du Punt 
DACRON''' Hullulil 7oz per 
sq.yd. (260gmspermetrel. 
Colours in Nylon shell material 
Chocolate/Marine/Gold. 
Colours in Cottonpolyester 
shell material Slate Green/ 
Bracken. Sizes XS/S/M/ L/X L. 
Average Weight (Med) 2.31b 
I I I 00gms. I 

PHOENIX 
NOrtHeasm 
vat 

Filling Du Pont 
DACRON" Hollofil 7oz 
persq.yd. (260gmspermetrel. 
Colours in Nylon shell 
material Chocolate/ Marine/ 
Gold. Colours in Cotton
polyester shell material Slate 
Green/Bracken. 
Sizes XS/S/M/L/XL. Average 
Weight (Med) lib (450gmsl. 

Only manufacturers whose products confom, 10 Du Pont quality 
standards arc permitted to use the quality label DACRON'' Ho\lofil. 

PHOENIX 
HC2unet 
1 lb (. 5 kgs). average 

PHOENIX 
moontameertnG 

Coquetdale Trading Estate, 
Amble, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, 
NE650PE. 
Tel. Amble (0665) 710934. 



111oves to LEEDS! 
YORK 

HULL 
BLACKPOOL 

BOLTON nem-i:~ 
Merrion Centre. Leeds. Tel:0532 31024 

LIVERPOOL 

NOTTINGHAM 

DERBY 

Visit our new shop in the heart 
of the north for these incredible 

KARABINERS 
Bonaiti Alloy Krabs 
2000kg Snaplink 
2500kg Screwgate 

Arctic Jacket 

4for£4.70 
4for£7.00 

£12.95 
Th is jacket is made especially for Alpine Spor ts in a luxurious 
deep fibre-pile with a long zip, high collar and two patch pockets. 
Colours: Fawn, Red or Navy Blue. Sizes XS. S, M, Land XL 

BOOTS 

opening offers ! 
ROPES 
UIAA Approved Kernmantle 
11mmx45m £27.95 
9mmx45m £23.95 

Northwall Sleeping Bag £54.95 
Made special!y for Alpine Sports this sleeping bag is filled with 
1 ½lbs of new white duck down, this 3 season bag has slant wall 
baffles, cowl hood and a stuffsac. Weight 2Ib 10oz packed 

•• SCIBBETH 'TRAMP' (3075) .... £16.95 •• 

•• MUNARI 'VENOSTA' ............... £24.95 •• 

•• SCARPA 'CIVETTA' (872) ........ £34.95 •• 

• • SCARPA 'BRONZO' 1871. ....... .£35.95 •" 

PLUS MANY MORE TOP NAMES 
ALL AT GREAT PRICES ! 

Plus many other unbeatable prices! 
THESE OFFERS ARE EXCLUSIVE TO OUR NEW 'CENTRESPORT' SHOP AND ARE AVAILABLE TO PERSONAL CALLERS ONLY. 

• ALL ITEMS OFFERED SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY • PRICES INCLUDE V .A .T . AT 15% • OFFER CLOSES ON 3rd MAY 1980 • 

~:: 'fliWi!lta 
Merrion Centre, Leeds. Tel:0532 31024 
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In the bitter cold of the Himalayan 
mountains,you need more than skill and 
experience to survive. 

Which is why Martin Boysen, Joe 
Brown and Mo Anthoine chose 
North Cape Polar Wear in their bid to 
become the first men to conquer 
Trango Tower, 20,530 ft up in the heart 
of the Karakorum range. 

The fact that they succeeded says a 
lot, both for their abilities as climbers and 
for the qualities of our Polar Wear jackets. 

They are made from Dacron, a man
made fibre with remarkable insulating 
properties. 

The 10 mm loft pile in the material 
traps the maximum amount of air next to 
the skin. But it also allows perspiration 

to pass through to the outside, away 
from the body, keeping you dry as well 
as warm.And it does all this without 
hampering the movements of the wearer, 
another important quality. 

To be honest, there are other jackets 
on the market which work in a similar 
way to ours. 

But Dacron is the most efficient and 

Mas hard-wearing material 
for the job. And North 
Cape use 100% Dacron t fortheirwarm wear. 

There are five a different jackets in 
the Polar Wear range, each available 

in a choice of plain or laminated fabric. 
(The laminated version has a finely 

knitted polyester scrim bonded to the 
material.This increases wind resistance 
and prevents the jacket from pilling.) 

North Cape also make Polar Wear 
mitts, socks, undertrousers, a reverse 
pile pullover and a one-piece suit Like 
our jackets, they are all designed to 
keep you warm and comfortable in the 
coldest of climates. 

Because when you're 20,000 ft up a 
mountainside,it can be decidedly brassy. 

I'd like to know more about North Cape Polar Wear. 
Please send me your free full-colour leaflet. 

Name ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

North Cape Textiles Ltd, ,ti;t ) 
Berryden Mills, \l!_ .. I\TH CAPE 
6 BerrydenRoad, ~ 1 w 
AberdeenAB92WB, 0 ar ear 
Scotland. 



Manufacturers of high qual ity garments. Smlthfold Lana WORSLEY 
MANCHESTER M28 6AR . ENGLAND. Telegrams 'HENRI LLOYD ' 
WALKDEN '. Telephone:061-790 2277/8 & 061-799 5480 (2 llnaa) 
Telex : 666765 D HENRI G. 

ab 
8 

CLOGWYN CLIMBING GEAR 
Dlinialen - Gwynedd - North W• - U.K. 
Telephone: Llanberl■ (OZNl21111 

GREAT 
IDEAi 
Fabulous 
NewBag 
INNER LAYER 
of DOWN 
OUTER of 
HOLLOFIL 

.JAIUS 
COMBINES THE 
BEST FEATURES 
OF DOWN AND 
HOLLOFIL 
The Dacron Hollofil outer provides a good cushion 
under pressure points and is resistant to damp -
does not lose its insulation when wet. 

The Down inner provides lightweight warmth 
moulding to the body contours. 

The combination gives a very comfortable bag which 
is lighter, and less bulky than other comparable 
synthetic bags. 

ARE NOW SUPPLIED WITH EVERY 
POINTFIVE SLEEPING BAG 

1. STUFF SAC:< for load carrying 
in the minimum of space. 

2. ROOMIER 
STORAGE BAG. 

FOR FULL 
DETAILS OF 
THE EXTENSIVE 
POINTFIVE 
RANGE. 
WRITE FOR 
BROCHURE 

4 Season bag. 
One of the most 
respected on the 
market. 

Thermobag 
3 Season. 
A very popular 
Hollofil bag. 
Polyester/Cotton 
inner for 
comfort . 

Superb ultra 
lightweight bag 
filled with No. 1 
Goose Down. 
Perfect for 



Go 
anywhere 

gear 
We stock possibly the widest range of high quality 
equipment for climbers in Britain at extremely 
competitive prices. 

Famous brands we stock include: 
Ace, Atkinsons, Beaufort, 
Belstaff, Berghaus, Blacks, 
Boylan, Bukta, Bulldog, 
Camp Trails, Caravan, 
Chouinard, Clog, 
Dachstein, Daimor, Edelrid, 
Edelweiss, Galibier, G. & H., 
Grenfell, Hawkins, Helly 
Hansen, Henry Lloyd, Hiatt, 
Howarth, lnteralp, Janus, 
Javlin, Joanny, Jumar, 
Karrimor, Mammut, Mascot, 
Millet, Moac, 

Mountain, M.S.R., North 
Cape, North Wall, Oldham, 
Optimus, Peck, P. & 0., 
Point Five, Mountain House, 
Bia Band, Raven, Rohan, 
Salewa, Saunders, Scarpa, 
Seal Fur, Sigg, Silva, 
Simond, Snowdon, Solar, 
Sprayway, Springlow, 
Sticht, Stubai, Sunto, 
Tenson, Tilley, Trangia, 
Troll, Ultimate, Vango, 
Viking, Wild Water, Wilkie, 
Yakpak. 

SPECIAL OFFER - best buy in the U.K 
F & T 45m x 11 mm Kernmantel Rope. Holds 6 UIAA Falls. 
Prices (inc 15% VAT) £29.95 45m x 9mm £24.80. 

Send for our free mail order catalogue offering substantial 
reductions, or visit our shop, open Mon-Fri 9-5, Thurs. 4-1 
Sat 9-4.30 . Access and Barclaycard accepted . 

EXPORT & CONTRACT 
We have a special contract department for club, 
expedition and educational orders, and for a personal 
and direct export. 

Please send me:-

0 Further details of Field & 
Treks own label equipment and full 

catalogue . 

0 Details of Heron Optical (Our 
associate optical company .) 

0 The Backpacker Gear Guide 50p 

NAME __________ _ 

roc,l<s 
the 

next 
generation 

of 
wedges 

roc,l<s 
1-9 

everything a wedge 
can do .... 

.... and 
a great deal more 

mountaineering 
equipment 

by 

WILD 
c.ounTRY 

TOWN HEAD WOllK!t 
IYAM 

SHEFFIELD 
530 IRD 
ENGLAND 

TIUPHONE 0433 30091 
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Send for course details to: 
CLUB VAGABOND, 
1854 Leysin, Switzerland. 

ill f Director: 
ll. Peter Boardman. 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF MOUNTAINEER/NS 

CLIVE ROWLAND 
outdoor sports 60 ACADEMY ST. INVERNESS TEL 38746 

'THEEBOC. 
THE STRONGEST MOST ADVANCED 
ICE TOOL AVAILABLE. 
Pick & Handle are continuous, one piece, 
certified steel. All points are differentially 
heat treated to prevent brittleness. 
Available in 47° straight droop or curved 
pick. (Wt. 1.6oz.) 

U.S. Post paid $50.00 each or $90.00 pair 

Specify straight or curved pick 

For free information write or call I.C.E. 
714 · 5325954 

INTERNATIONAL CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 
669 Whilshire Pl . Newbury Park, Ca. U.S.A. 

CRAMPONS 
Salewa of Munich is the world market leader in crampons. 

This position is assured by design, quality and volume. 

SALEWA QUALITY CONTROL is highly developed and enables 

them to give a 10 year guarantee against breakage. 

All 4 frame members of each pair of crampons are individually 

tested. The 'Tested' stamp is impressed automatically ONLY if 

the hardness is within the parameters set. Write to Karrimor for 

the new Salewa Alpine Technology Catalogue. 

Salewa Everest Crampons: 1 size adjustable. 

Send for our fully illustrated technical catalogue to: Mrs. D.P. Long, Karrimor International Limited, Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes. 



The YETI is available in 3 models-
Co rdu ra 
Cordu ra/ca n vas 

* 
* 
* D ouble gaiter made fro m 2 l ayers o f a 

special pol y/co tton mater ia l with a 
layer of T h insulate® sandwiched 
between. 

We believe that this is a significant step 
forwa rd for the alpinist and sn ow an d ice 
climber. 
Please contact us for fu r ther detai ls, 
leafl ets etc givi ng sp ecif icatio ns an d 
fitting instructions. 

Thinsulate is a Reg'd Trade Mark of 3M Co. 

ur TO 20 UIAA fAllS 

surrnB HANOUNG 
HIGH ABRASION 

RESISTANCE 

w 

* NEW AllUArROOf flNISH * 

TheYE 
atlasta 

brea 
The Yeti gaiter is the biggest breakthrough in gaiter design fo 
years because of its unique, fitting, rubber rand. Because of t h 
close fit just above the welt of the boot, very full protection is gi 
to tloth the boot and leg, against snow or water penetration and 
therefore, against cold. 
During the winter of 1978/79, testing was carried out regularly, both 
in snow and ice conditions, and later, in very boggy conditions, to 
ucertain whether the gaiter would hold its position around the wett 
of the boot, and not ride up. In the beginning many modi f ications 
nad to be made to the design, until now, the gaiter rarely moves 
from its position around the boot. Of course, it will only maintain its 
position on a good quality boot with a not too flexible sole, i.e. a fell 
or mountain boot. 
During one of our test exercises in the Dolomites earlier this year, two 
pairs of gaiters were subjected to 12 days hard walking in rock and 
scree conditions and at the end of this time, the rubber rands were 
only beginning to show some signs of wear, but the most important 
discovery was that the boots which were new at the beginning of the 
exercise, showed no signs of wear whatsoever on the uppers, being 
completely protected by the gaiters. 

34 D,,an Stn.~·t N<·"~ast l,· upo11Ty11,• ll'lcpho,w,0632 23561 

solid 
as 
a 

roc,l<s 
in 9 sizes 

versatility 
stability 
security 

roc,I< 

[!] 
mountaineering 

equipment 
by 

WILD 
(OUnTRY 

TOWN HEAD WORKS 
EYAM 

SHEFFIELD 
S30 l RD 
ENGLAND 

TELEPHON E 0433 30091 
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1517 Platte St., Denver, Colo. 80202 
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Karakorum Super 
Tower 
First Ascent, July 
1979by: 
John Roskelley, 
Kim Schmitz, Ron 
Kauk, and Bill 
Forrest. 

1 
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Cover photo : Steve Lewis c limbing on Plane Sailing (400ft. E2.5b) . 
West Face. Stackpole Head. Pembroke . Much more fine climbing 
awaits to be done on these cl iffs and other British sea c liffs. The 

future of British sea cliff cl1mb1ng 1s currently severely threatened. 
see Info. Photo Pat LtttleJohn 
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EDITORIAL 

'Boni soit qui mal y pense' 
The motto is that of the British Royal Family, who have been professional 

survivors for longer than any climber. It means. " Shame on those who think 
evil" . The method of survival of the British Royalty has been to avoid the 
easiest evil thought, the desire to interfere with another's life, ever since 
those with whom they were interfering executed a King for excess 
interference. It is a far more polite form of the loathing expressed by 
climbers for people who try to tell them whatto do, like the US National Park 
Service, "in Alaska particularly, than those mouthed by the average climber. 

It is not the policy of Mountain to be a political magazine. This magazine, 
indeed climbers as a whole, has such a small voice that to snipe at the NPS is 
'David and Goliathry'. The best that can be expected is that the powerful 
outside sources currently interfering with climbers wil I be made aware that 
they are destroying a sport which in the last century has given countless 
examples of the very noblest human achievements. Some of the political 
intereference with climbing is ignorantly benevolent, but some others -and 
the purpose of this piece is to place the NPS in this category, with regret and 
no personal malice - have evil intent: Honi soit . 

In the specific case of native Alaskan mountaineers, who are the prime 
objectors, the actions of the NPS seem politically intolerable in two ways. 

First it is generally held wrong in ' free Western societies' that a person can 
be governed without his consent : usually expressed through an elected 
government. In the United States, as the name implies, there are two 
governments for every citizen: State and Federal. In Alaska the Federal 
Government, contrary to the spirit if not the letter of the Consistution, is 
interfering in the sovereign rights of the State of Alaska . The agent forth is is 
a federal, body the National Park Service; called by its leading critic a 'saintly 
fool'. The object is the utilisation of the vast resources (wealth) of the State 
of Alaska. Both the NPS and climbers are innocent bystanders caught up in a 
far larger war. The stakes are high, not just the mineral wealth but the 
unpopulated land available for housing the larger future population or 
recreation for the present hordes. The US Government is under pressure to 
make the best us of its resources; not just from conservationists and 
ecologists, but through the simple need to maintain the wealth of the 
nation . It well suits the US Government to have large tracts of Alaska under 
direct control. The National Park Service therefore has orders to keep a tally, 
if not control, of all people in its domain. 

Second: regulating large numbers of people means that your must make 
the rules simple for the simplest understanding . Like all government 
agencies anywhere in the world the National Park Service attempts to make 
regulations for all details of life so as to minimise the amount of work done 
directly by employees - who invariably make the matter more human, and 
therefore complicated and irregular. You cannot pass one rule for all 
climbers; climbers reasons and actions are as diverse as any other group of 
humans. They differ from humans taken as a whole in one significant aspect 
that disrupts would be regulators even more. It is a commonpla·ce that 
people in large are not to be trusted : in any given group therewil I be fools or 
villains. People collectively will be irresponsible if not downright criminal. 
By the very nature of whatthey do climbers do not fit to this general pattern . 

Consider a climber in Alaska. What he is doing is not a casual activity, 
whatever the appearances. The scale of the mountains, the approaches and 
the weather ensure that he will have thought out what he is doing. Climbing 
is not about attempted suicide but about the most elegant way of avoiding 
suicide. Compare that to attitude of the average holiday visitor, seemingly 
so irresponsible or criminally suicidal as to give lemmings a bad name. For 
these, the bulk of its charges. the NPS makes stiff rules, laws in fact . 
Consider again the climber, running his head against these rules; to him 
they will seem tomfoolery. He' s weighed the risks already, set his own safety 
rules, by the ethic of the sport he makes the minimum intrusion . Is it 
surprising that he shakes his head and, assuming he talks mediaeval 
French, says, 'Honi soit qui mal y pense' or in Californian, "I just don't need 
all this," whilst thinking dark and horrific thoughts? 

But the NPS only want 'registration' not 'pemission'. It is a well accepted 
matter in climbing circles to leave word of you.r objective, a basic safety 
precaution in fact . 'Leave word with the NPS', just that is entirely 
unobjectionable. But the NPS takes on itself another justification: you must 
tell us because we're responsible for rescue, and that's very expensive. This 
is the thin end of another wedge, 'the insurance wedge', to which we will 
return. For the moment it is sufficient to cite the role of the NPS in rescue to 
refute the argument. The NPS has a record of lack of expertise and 
incompetence barely above the level of uninformed buggering about. US 
climbers have been the rescuers in practice for many years. The NPS should 
admit that and restrict its rescue role to that of a clearing house for 
information. The full might of their resources, mostly technology, can well 
be done without. People who climb in Alaska do not expect rescue to come 
instantly any more than Himalayan climbers do. 

Why, in any case. does the NPS want to be so powerful and employ so 
many people? It cannot be to protect the mountains, they are their own 
defence. It could be for larger tourism, a role they have gallantly refused to 
undertake in Mount McKinley thereby preserving the range from the worst 
excesses of 'Yosemitism'. It is impossible to tell what they intend because 
they have taken out of circulation all documents relating to development 
proposals in Alaska. The US Freedom of Information Act should make them 
disgorge, but why hide? The only conclusion is that in the country where · 
making money is the spirit of the nation they are about to sell all or part of 
their trust. In fairness to the NPS they are working in a country where every 
man has his price. No implication of corruption is meant : the US 

government as well as the Mafia can make you an offer that you can't refuse. 
The secrecy implies dirty work at the crossroads.: 'Honi soit qui mal y 
pense'. 

Enough politics. There is a philosophical justification for the mandatory 
protection the NPS would like to offer. A responsible government must take 
all steps to ensure the well being of its citizens: including, obviously, 
stopping them from dying in mountains. But what if a citizen, call him 
Citizen Paine, wants to hurt himself, mentally and physically to learn more 
about himself, make himself a better citizen? Cannot Citizen Paine do so by 
climbing a mountain? No. It costs too much to police him, keep him safe, 
whilst he's doing it ; besides the government cannot ignore its 
responsibilities even for irresponsible citizens. By now the logic to refute 
this should be crystal clear : climbers are not behaving irresponsibly when 
they practice their sport. They take all the decisions better than any 
authority, however benevolent, can ; they do not need protecting from 
themselves. 

The best summary of the reason and justification for climbing since 
"because it's there" was made recently by a well known British Himalayan 
climber. Summing upan epicwinteralpinedebacle in bad weather, he said 
that it was good to be harrowed by such experiences." After a climb like that 
I can even live in Huddersfield for 6 months." (For Huddersfield read 
Philadelphia if you like!) To restrict that experience on the grounds of doing 
for the climber something which he does not want, providing a massive 
rescue facility, and generally reducing the imponderables of the game to 
fixed rules is adding insult to injury. 

The NPS, and behind it the US Government can claim neither political nor 
philosophical justification for any restriction of climbers. Climbing is an 
individually based, socially responsible activity. It is not just the US 
Government which is failing to see why it should not interfere. In Europe, as 
in North America, officialdom, including that which pretends to be the 
officialdom of climbers (a genuine contradiction in terms), is trying to force 
a form of registration on climbers through the use of insurance - mostly 
against the cost ofrescue - the 'Insurance Wedge'. If they succeed they will 
change the nature of the sport as surely as the NPS wil I do if it is allowed to 
regulate climbers, more drastically in truth. Insurance only works with 
notions such as 'properly qualified climbers', 'correctly equipped climbers' 
etc . 

Such a system would have hung , drawm and quartered Hermann Buhl for 
soloing Nang a Parbat. Any of the myriad alpinists who have shivered away a 
forced bivouac in poor clothes with no food would also have been 
"uninsured". What they would do to climbers who take drugs and then 
climb El Cap in a day would make Adolf Hitler seem like Mahatma Gandhi. 
No. Unless you let players of a sport decide how it will be played, and where, 
or the citizens of your society decide freely on the course of their lives you 
fall into the totalitarian trap . It is by means of the need for insurance, that the 
'sue crazy' populace of the USA allow their lives to be dictated by overly 
precise attention to detail. There are precious few reasons for ordering 
another human around without his agreement: money is not one of them. 

A sovereign government certainly has the right to prohibit climbing -as in 
Nepal, India and Pakistan where there are sound reasons to protect the lives 
of local people from total disruption, where the country is too poor to . 
tolerate intrusions from greedy outsiders and where there is ignorance 
about the nature of mountain climbing. The USA is disqualified from all but 
the last of these ; for ignorance about the true nature of climbing the USA 
would win a gold medal, were they competing . Already much of US 
climbing and sport in general is over-commercialised, perhaps the society 
too. It is a sad indictment of the 'Home of the brave, land of the free' that they 
are in the lead making climbing another assessable and marketed product. 
A lead they share with the Soviet Union. Not because the Soviets claim to 
have invented it as usual, but because they would have speed climbing and 
Olympic gold medals for it as the acme of the sport :theytoo cannot stand an 
individual. 

British climbers err to the opposite extreme. The sport remains 
unregulated, anarchic even, so much so that there is no coherent voice 
available to oppose commercial interest when they arbitrarily restrict 
climbers by removing the cliffs upon which they climb. (See Info, British 
Isles) The only voice they have, the British Mountaineering Council, would 
be a serious threat to the ethics of the sport if it weren't so incompetent. 
(Would you believe a 'British' body that has no say in Scotland where two
thirds of the mountains are?) 

It is pointed out elsewhere, in the Info column, that climbers can no longer 
expect the right of access to their mountains/ cliffs. This is an intolerable 
situation, not to mention unjust. Climbers everywhere should be worried 
about Alaska, Aberdeen, the Verdon Gorge (proposed as a reservoir!) and 
any other area where their freedom of action is threatened. Climbing is a 
small activity viewed in the world context but it is a haven of freedom for its 
practitioners everywhere : for both these reasons it should be treasured by 
society as a whole and not hounded by inept would-be quantifiers of human 
experience. 

Next time a man (The man?) tells you, "You can't climb here", invite him 
to have intercourse with spiders or some other socially useful act. Tell him 
also that you have given careful consideration to what you do, and that you 
do what you do because you do what you do. There's no reason for it, but no 
harm in it. Oh, and the next ti me you seeafellowclimberintrouble, help him, 
"Honi soit qui mal y pense". 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Poles climb Everest in Winter 
NEPAL 

Mount Everest (29,028ft) 
The first winter ascent, via the 
South Col Route, was made by a 
Polish expedition led by Andrzej 
Zawada. Obviously profiting from 
their previous winter expedition 
to Lhotse (1974) the climbers 
were able to survive the truly 
extreme conditions on the 
mountain. In addition to the 
expected cold it should be 
remembered that during the 
winter months changes in the 
depth of the atmospheric 
envelope of the earth mean that 
the upper slopes of Everest are 
permanently in the jet stream 
winds. Winds of over 200 
kilometres an hour were reported 
during the expedition . 
On February 13 the first assault 
party, Andrzej Zawada and 
Ryszard Szafirski, reached South 
Col, 26,200ft. But on February 14 
the weather conditions were bad. 
Zawada, descending from Camp 
IV to Camp Ill went astray in 
darkness and snowstorm, missed 
Camp Ill and passed the night 
sitting in snow at temperature 
- 40 degrees. In the morning he 
reached Camp Ill. On February 15 
Zygmunt Andrzej Heinrich and 
Sherpa Pasang made the second 
attempt, reaching 27,400ft. They 
returned in wind and snowstorm. 
The official permission ended 6n 
February 1 5. It was prolonged by 
the Nepalese government only for 
2 days: February 16th and 17th. 
The third assault party consisted 
of Leszek Cichy and Krzysztof 
Wielicki. They reached South Col 
on Saturday, February 16. On 
Sunday 1 / 2 hours before sunrise 
they began the decisive climb in 
fresh snow and violent storm, 
temperature ca - 50 degrees. At 
14.40 hour Nepalese time Base 
Camp took the radio message 
from the top. "It was very hard", 
the summit team said, "if it was 
not Everest, we should have given 
up at the beginning of the route." 
With this successful expedition 
the Poles continue to keep 
themselves in the forefront of 
world mountaineering. A position 
that they have been in since a 
Polish expedition made the 
second ascent of Nanda Devi, 
then the world's highest climbed 
summit in 1939. This ascent is 
immeasurably more difficult than 
any other winter Himalayan climb. 
To survive in winter in the 
prevailing conditions above 
8,000 metres is a hazardous 
game, to climb in them nobly 
treads the borderline between 
will-power and insanity. 

How many bodies on 
Everest? 
It was reported that a British body 
had been found high on Everest 
last year by a Chinese climber 
who was himself subsequently 
killed. It led naturally to 
speculation whether it may have 
been either Mallory or Irvine who 
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disappeared in 1924 during a 
summit attempt (somewhere 
above 27, 750ft). The only clue as 
to what befell them, and that an 
enigmatic one, was the discovery 
of an iceaxe in 1933 east of the 
'First Step') . 

Michael Ward, in Peking this 
year, was told by Shih Chan Chu 
(Leader of Chinese Everest 
expeditions of 1960 and 1975) 
how in 1960 they had found a 
European body just below the 
North Col (at 21,000ft)) dressed 
in 'green down clothing' . When 
this was reported at the time it 
was considered that it must have 
been the body of Maurice Wilson , 
the lone eccentric who attempted 
Everest in 1934, and whose body, 
tent and diary were found - for 
the first time - the following year. 
Though his remains were pushed 
into a crevasse, it was considered 
that he might have resurfaced at 
sometime during the quarter of a 
century before the Chinese 
arrived . The down clothing was a 
mystery since the climbers who 
first found him (Dr. Warren, 
Edwin Kempson, Eric Shipton etc) 
were specific about him wearing 
a mauve pullover and grey 
flannels. However his body was 
wrapped in a green tent when 
they buried it. His sleeping bag 
was not found, so it is difficult to 
explain the feathers the Chinese 
say they saw. The Chinese made a 
film showing their gruesome find, 
copies of which are still in 
existence in Britain, so it ought to 
be possible to draw some 
conclusions from that. 
There is an outside possibility 
that the body could have I belonged 
to Mallory or Irvine who somehow 
got lower down the mountain 
than anybody imagined. This is 
highly unlikely since Professor 
Odel maintained a long vigil, 
watching for signs of life on the 
upper slopes after their 
disappearance. And again, the 
down clothing is a stumbling 
block. The only climber to have 
experimented with eiderdown on 
Everest at that time was George 
Finch, and he certainly did not 
leave any on the mountain . 
Padded clothing was not 
generally used by British 
mountaineers until after the war, 
by which time the North side of 
Everest was closed to westerners. 
The only other plausible 
explanation is that it could be the 
body of an undocumented 
climber. At least three people are 
known to have made clandestine 
attempts on Everest with little or 
no assistance from local men; 
there is always the chance there 
may have been another who was 
not detected and who perished on 
the mountain. 
At least 49 people have been 
killed during the course of 
expeditions to Everest since 
1921, 16 of these on the 
Northern slopes and a further 16 
above icefall-level on the 
Southern and Western side. There 
are obviously, therefore, a good 
many bodies now lying on 
Everest. 

SIKKIM 

Simvu (22,289ft) 
An Indian group led by Major 
Pushkar Chand climbed Simvu on 
May 27 . Cadet S. C. Pathal, Nk. 
Sub. Chhering Nubu and Hav. K. 
S. Rani reached the summit. The 
Simvu massif is east of 
Kangchenjunga and has three 
summits (21,4 73ft, 21,490ft and 
22,289ft) . It is believed that only 
point 21,4 73ft had been climbed 
before, by Paul Bauer, A. Gothrer 
and G. Nepp on October 2, 1936. 

Siniolchu (22,61 Oft) 
A very large Indian expedition (43 
members) climbed the peak in 
May. It had been ascended 
before, by Karl Wies and Adolf 
Gothner in 1936 and 
Schmaderer, Paidar and Grob in 
1937. 
The expedition was composed of 
young climbers who were 
specifically prepared for the 
ascent by Sonam Gyatso Mount
aineering Institute (SGMI) at 
Gargtok. Eighteen members and a 
Sherpa went to the summit in four 
groups, 6 on May 18, 6 on May 
20, 3 on May 21 and 6 on May 23, 
while Grine Thi I lay and Nina 
Wangchu climbed it twice. 
During the descent on May 24 an 
avalanche caught four climbers 
below camp Ill ; Saram Wargyal 
held their fall but dislocated both 
of his shoulders using an ice axe 
belay. This is another very 
attractive but sensitive area with 
many possibilities. 

GARHWAL 

Rataban (20,230ft) 
A joint lndo-New Zealand group 
led by Lt. Col. Balwant Singh 
Sandhu climbed Rataban and a 
smaller unnamed peak (18,700ft) . 
Captain Lakha Singh and 
Raymond Burton reached the 
summit in poor weather on 
September 4, and Graeme Dingle, 
Jo Straker and Miss Chandra 
Prabha Aitwal on September 6. 
After a large group climbed the 
smaller peak the group returned 
to Joshimath, regrouped and 
went up the Manc'akini river to 
Kedaranth to canoe down to 
Haridwar. 

Barchu (20,679ft) 
A Bombay group of twelve 
climbers visited the North 
Sanctuary area and attempted the 
west ridge of Barchu in June, but 
fetreated from about 19,800ft. 
They had intended to explore 
other peaks in the area including 
Mangraon (21,548ft); Dea Dam/a 
(21 , 719ft) and Sakram 
(20,518ft). 

Trisul (23,660ft) 
A sixteen member party from 
West Germany climbed the 
mountain on June 7. Some sick 
members were rescued by the 

army and treated in Joshi math . 
On September 11th seven Indian 
climbers reached the summit, 
including four women . The party 
of twelve initially included Miss 
Archara Battarcharjee, a film 
actress from Jahat, Assam. and 
Miss Shavabati Prabhul of 
Bombay, a silver medallist for jud o 
at the 25th National Games at 
Hyderabad. 

Pk 6648 (21,811ft) 
Kerji Nvasam led a six man 
expedition which climbed thi s 
mountain between Devistan and 
Devto/i from the Trisul Glacier. 
Three members of the Alcita CC 
reached the summit on 
September 22nd. 

KARA KO RAM 

Diron Peak (23,845ft) 
An eight man party from M adrid 
succeeded in climbing the 
mountain on June 11 from the 
Minapin Glacier via the North Col 
and West Ridge. Subsequently 
three climbers were killed by an 
avalanche at Camp 2. 

Choricho (22, 159ft) 
An Anglo -American group, 
Michael Gott, Don Wade, Geoff 
Child and William Miller climbed 
the south west face from the 
Parmah valley. 

KASHMIR 

Kishtwar 
A large number of small 
expeditions and some very larg e 
ones visited this popular region in 
1979. A Polish party, Ryscard 
Urbanik, Woycrech Maslowski 
and Woycrech Crepiela, made an 
ascent of Brammah 's Wife. 
(17,972ft) which was first 
climbed by the Lublin Students 
Alpine Club in September 1978. 
Subsequently a British party led 
by Anthony Wheaton repeated 
this ascent but were repulsed on 
the Eiger ( 18,087ft). Another 
Polish group led by Mariujz Koras 
climbed Peak 6013m (19,728ft) 
east of the Eiger. A thirty man 
Japanese party attempted the 
north face of Brammah 1 
(21,030ft) and Sickle Moon. The 
former attempt was abandoned 
but the result of the siege attempt 
on Sickle Moon is not yet known . 
These and the British attempt on 
Brammah 2 (21 ,080ft) were 
hampered by heavy snow in 
September after a mid -monsoon 
spell of good weather. The 
attempt on Brammah 2 by Mo 
Anthoine, Bill Barker, Joe Brown 
and Pete Minks reached the 
South-West col but was defeated 
on the upper ridge by heavy snow 
and persistent bad weather. This 
was first climbed in 1975 by the 
Sapporo AC party. 
Further east the British party on 
Barna/ 2climbed in two pairs. 
John Yates and Paul Nunn 
reached the South Summit 
(20,500ft) on September 11 but 
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could not climb the ridge to the 
Central Cummit (20,900ft) 
because of bad weather. A 
subsequent attempt by Jim 
Curran and Tony Riley met even 
worse weather on the slopes 
leading to the South ridge. The 
South Ridge was first climbed by 
the Japanese in 1976 to the same 
point and gives a fine mixed climb 
of alpine D standard. 

Kun (23,218ft) 
Several Japanese expeditions_ 
were active in the area. Kun1h1ko 
Kardo led a five man expedition 
from the Okagama CC to attempt 
the North East Ridge and the West 
Face from the Parkachic Glacier in 
June. The party split to try the two 
routes and the Liaison Officer 
insisted on joining the North East 
Ridge group. After illness he was 
evacuated but died from high 
altitude pulmonary oedema. In 
September The Takai Students 
Mountaineering Federation 
organized a 7 man expedition _led 
by Masoto Katagiri. Kawakami 
and lwai reached the summit by 
the North East Ridge on October 9 
after two earlier unsuccessful 
attempts. A pair of Japanese 
climbers had earlier tried the 
mountain Matsumoto and 
Yamakazi.retreated from a high 
point in bad weather in late 
September. 

Nun (23.409ft) 
A Spanish group attempted the 
Czechoslovak Ridge but retreated 
from 21,500ft in June. Another 
group appears to have climbed 
the mountain in about five days 
after alpine style ascents in th.e 
Sonamarg area. 

UNITED STATES 

Saser Kangri (25, 170ft) 
An Indian Army expedition drawn 
from all ranl<s and services and 
led by Colonel Jagjit succeeded in 
climbing this highest point in the 
Saser Group in the Ladakh Great 
Karakoram Range on May 22 
1979. Major Prem Chand Captain 
R. C. Patial , N. D. Sherpa and 
Sepoy Dhandup Chhering 
reached the summit. 
Another group of 9 members, led 
by Major S. P. Sharma, also 
climbed the peak on May 24, 
raising the total number of 
summiteers to 13. 
Saser Kangri is the highest point 
in the Saser Group which is 
located between the Shyok and 
Nubra valleys. It was known in the 
past as K22 and subsequently as 
Peak 29. It has three adjacent 
summits, Sasers 2, 3 and 4, all 
exceeding 24,000ft, and was first 
climbed after many earlier 
attempts by an Indian party led by 
Commander Joginder Singh in 
1973. That ascent succeeded by 
the North east face when earlier 
explorers came from the South east 
flank. They had included a British 
group in 1899, Longstaff in 1909 
(he reached 18,000ft). The 
Vissers in 1929, Jimmy Roberts 
in 1946 and a number of later 
Indian parties. 

Shig Rila (20.440ft) 
A seven member womens group 
from Chandar Nagar led by Lipika 
Ghoch attempted this peak in 
September 1979 from a Base 
Camp at the front of the Bara 
Shigri glacier, but retreated in 
early October from 'beyond six 
thousand metres'. 

Mid-west news 
UTAH 

Canyonlands 
In the remote Taylor Canyon, near 
the Green River, Ed Webster and 
Steve Hong climbed the first free 
ascent of "the Desert Prophet", 
Moses, a 650ft Wingate 
sandstone spire. The Primrose 
Dihedra/s (Ill 5.11) was originally 
rope-soloed on aid by Webster_ 
last April. The free climb, done in 

October in one day, is probably 
the longest and hardest free 
climb yet to be done on any of the 
sandstone spires of the 
Southwest. Protection was 
"significantly enhanced" by a 
large rack of friends, necessary to 
protect parallel-sided des_ert 
cracks. In the accompanying 
photograph, The Primrose follows 
the prominent line of dihedrals up 
the centre of the East Face. 

COLORADO 

Garden of The Gods 
Several new "soft rock" 
sandstone climbs have been 
added here recently. On the 
Tidrick's Face, Peter Williams and 
Peter Gallagher have climbed two 
new lines, Pete & Pete's (5.10) 
and Dancing in Swine/and (now 
5.1 O +).The latter proved more 
committing, and had to be up
graded when a key hold broke off, 
not an uncommon occurrence! 

Also on North Gateway Rock, Ed 
Webster and Pete Mayfield 
lengthened Over the Rainbow (Ill 
5.1 O +) to six pitches, adding 
Rainbow Bridge and Pot Of Gold. 
George Allan and Ann Leibold 
climbed the obvious arete next to 
New Era giving it the appropriate 
name, End of an Era (5.8) on 
Kindergarden Rock. Mark 
Rolofson, with Murray Judge, 
Gugi Rylegis and Bob Robertson 
managed to climb the water_ . 
groove next to The Fixer, calling It 
Mighty Thor (5.10). Rolofson has 
also authorised the new 
guidebook for the area called 
"Soft Touch", which documents 
in particular all recent climbs 
since 1975. 

South Platte Wilderness 
Peter Gallagher and Peter 
Williams, after many day's worth 
of effort, and not relying upon 
fixed lines, managed to climb the 
first ascent of Dreams of Fields 
Growing Wild (IV 5.1 0 + ) on Big 
Rock Candy Mountain. This ten 
pitch face climb, 90% of which is 
bolt-protected, is the longest and 
without doubt, the most 
significant climb in this region of 
Colorado. After the first ascent -
when 2 short bolt ladders were 
placed on aid - the pair returned 
in their diligent fashion, and free 
climbed the route. On the 
buttress to the left, they also 
climbed the first ascent of Rotten 

Bhagirathi II (21,365ft), 
Bhagirathi Parvat 
(21.463ft) 
An eleven man Czech expedition 
made the first ascents of these 
peaks in October 1979 from the 
Gangotri Glacier. Z. Lukes, J. 
Stransky and J. Vitha reached the 
summit of Bhagirathi II on 
October 1st, ten days after 
establishing Base Camp. J. 
Palenicek, K. Jerhot and Z. Lukes 
climbed Bhagirathi Parvat on 
October 8th, returning in the 
night to their bivouac site. 
Bhagirathi I (22,493ft) appeared 
feasible but technically difficult 
via the east flank a saw-like ridge. 
In both ascents one camp was 
established prior to making a 
summit push with a bivouac en 
route. 

Srikanta (20, 120ft) 
A Canadian group of six climbers 
led by Peter Fruhman climbed this 
peak on October 15th. Fruhman, 
S. Vuert and Ratan Singh, an 
instructor from the Indian 
National Institute of 
Mountaineering, reached the · 
summit. 

HINDU RAJ 

Ghambar Zorn (21,384ft) 
A Japanese 22 men and women 
party, led by Yoshinari lsomura 
first attempted the mountain from 
the West Ghambar Glacier. They 
abandoned this and climbed to 
the col on the South ridge by 
August 8, but were then repelled 
by bad weather and a steep 
section above. 

1979 Summary 
The approach to climbing 
remains very varied, with some 
parties continuing to adopt full 
expedition tactics with a 
multitude of camps while others 
are opting for a very lightweight 
alpine approach to which smaller 
peaks are generally suited. 
However, the technical difficulties 
to be found on some of the peaks 
remain formidable and require a 
high level of competence if alpine 
style tactics are adopted . One 
problem here and elsewhere in 
India is that Liaison Officers are 
increasingly likely to wish to 
climb but are quite likely to 
combine keenness with very 
limited experience. This fits very 
ill with the alpine style approach . 
Nor does the latter avoid the 
necessity for some degree of 
acclimatization if a reasonably 
controlled ascent is to be 
possible. 
With such preparation it would be 
quite possible to climb several 
alpine style routes in the lesser 
ranges, and to use this as . 
effective training for the bigger 
mountains. 

Compiled from information 
supplied by Himavanta, lwa to 
Yuki Mohan Motwani (Indian 
Mou~taineering Federation), A 
Wheaton, H Adams-Carter, L 
Lehror, L Bramona, F Savenc, S 
Mehta, L Leder. 

Above: Moses, 650ft high. The Primrose Dihedrals are the obvious grooves in 
the face. Photo: Webster. 
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Teeth (111 5.10), an enjoyable 
climb, but lacking the profile and 
setting of Dreams of Fields. 

The Black Canyon 
On South Chasm View Wall, on a 
buttress upstream from Black 
Jack Ed Webster and Susan 
Patenaude found a long, 
moderate climb, The Cimarron 
Slabs (1115 .7) named after a 
nearby town . On the same 
buttress the following day, Bryan 
Becker and Ed Webster made the 
first free ascent of The Mirror 
Wall (IV 5.10), a 21 pitch climb 
which commences with a first 
rate finger crack. In all likelihood 
this is the same climb pioneered ' 
and named by Pat Ament and 
Roger Briggs in the mid-60s 
which Ament chronicled with 
youthful enthusiasm in his auto
biography. The climb was later 
repeated, in its free state, by Ken 
Sims and Jim Newberry. In 
November, Becker, Newberry, and 
Webster climbed a pretty ice flow 
near Chasm View, Called Gandalf's 
Beard. 
Earl Wiggens, fresh from a 6 week 
trip to Yugoslavia on an American 
Alpine Club exchange, made an 
unbelievable free-solo ascent of 
The Scenic Cruise (IV 5.1 O +), 
North Chasm View Wall. It was his 
second time on the climb which 
this time took him all of 1 ½ hours 
- most roped ascents take 
between 10 and 12 hours! A solo 
ascent nearly 2,000ft long, the 
crux at mid-height, it is 
undeniably one of the most 
audacious solo climbs yet done in 
America. 

CALIFORNIA 

Free climbing 
A summary of the 'state of play' at 
the 5.12 level seems necessary. 
Grand Illusion, Sugarloaf, has now 
repelled many efforts at a free 
second ascent. There is 
agreement by those who have 
tried that Grand Illusion far 
exceeds any other climb in 
difficulty. And since they compare 
it to a difficulty level several 
grades harder than The Phoenix in 
Yosemite, which is 5.12d or 
5.13a - this puts it at a very solid 
mouth. Amazing! 
Fingers at Sugarloaf, by Hudon 
and Jones, has repelled many 
ascents and is probably 5.12 + . 
An astounding ascent was made 
by Bill Price. He led the 3rd 
(probably the first really good 
style) ascent of The Phoenix. He 
led the climb with no falls 
lowering off, or aid of any 'sort. No 
fixed pins used by the previous 
parties remained except the ones 
in the starting corner - and as if 
that wasn't enough, he ran out of 
his small-to-start-with-rack and 
hung by one shaky jam in the 
overhanging "pump-out" section, 
to haul up more gear - hand - & 
mouth. Amazsing! 
Jon Yablonski and Werner Braun 
climbed a new roof problem near 
Kat Pinnacle to give an un-named 
1 ¼-2" 5.11 C route. 
Max Jones and Mark Hudon 
climbed the long time problem 
Razor's Edge, the first ascent was 
done in good style with one yo-yo, 
,t Is rated 5. 12 (C)? The latter 
party also climbed the Rostrum 
Roof crack. It's uncertain if this is 
the first ascent. Anyway it 
involves a 1 Oft roof then a 70ft 
¾" -1 ½" crack on an overhanging 
wall and is 5.12 + 
In less than a week Jim Collins 
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Right : Earl Wiggens. Photo: Webster. 

(known from Colorado) and Tony 
Yan,ro (from Southern California) 
met in Yosemite and proceeded to 
climb nearly all of the 5.12 climbs 
in the valley- with few or no falls! 
A few examples: first, both 
cruised the Crimson Cringe (5 .12), 
but that had been done before 
Collins will not forget watching 
Yaniro lead Tales of Power (5 .12C) 
with no falls! Followed the next 
day by Separate Reality (no fall) 
and then both did Hangdog F!y~r 
(5 .1 _2b) with little difficulty. 
Yaniro made the third ascent a 
"Cruise" of the dreaded Owl Roof. 
Surely, (as predicted by Mark 
Hudon and Max Jones in 'States 
of the Art' Mountain 66/67) the 
state of 5.12 is as 5.11 was a few 
years ago - and 5.13 is as was 
5.12. Soon people will be 
climbing 5.13's as 5.12's are 
being climbed - in regular 
climbing style. 
Dale Bard has led several climbs 
formerly thought impossible or 
impractical to lead in Joshua Tree 
National Monument: most notably 
Bram Death, Hercules and Spider 
Line. 
John Yablonski and Mike 
Lechlinski freed Looselips. Bard 
and Yablonski climbed Latin 
Swing and John Bachar and 
Lechlinski climbed the impressive 
Came/eon on The Sentinel. 

Big Walls 
On El Cap, Dale Bard and Bob 
Williams made the second ascent 
of Never Never Land. It is reported 
to be of moderate difficulty on 
excellent rock. Bard and Werner 
Braun made the second ascent of 
Rossentha/'s Tribal Rites a 
variation of the Nose taking off 
from Boot Flake and joining the 
Dawn Wall 4 pitches from the top. 

New Hampshire 
Several mistakes appeared in the · 
NH Report in Mountain 70/71 
concerning The Arete (5 .11) on 
Cathedral Ledge, the route 
received nearly a dozen ascents 
after the first ascent by Ed 
Webster and Paul Ross in 1978. 
However, in the light of local 
sentiment, Ross rappeled down 
and stripped the climb of its fixed 
protection - originally installed by 
himself on rappel - so that the 
climb could be re-climbed in its 
virgin state. To that end, there 
have been no suitors, and the 
route remains unclimbed. Also on 
Cathedral, Ed Webster discovered 
a new Grade IV, Seventh Sojourn 
(5 .9, A4), which was climbed solo 
over two days and required a 
minimum of bolting. 
On Whitehorse Ledge, Ladyslipper 
(5.9), an enjoyable bolt-protected 
face climb on the sweeping flanks 
of the Wonder Wall, climbed by 
Ed Webster and Susan 
Patenaude. 
Some spelling corrections are 
necessary to the last two reports . 
Gagen die Seifen should be Jagen 
die seifen: Ginoco Piaro should be 
Ginoco Piano; Phil Erard should be 
Errard; the variation to the right of 
Last (not Fast) Temptation is the 
same as Budapest. 
Apologies for these mistakes due 
to difficulties in reading 
manuscript reports. 

Correspondents: Friend, Gambetta, 
Webster. 

CANADA 

Squamish 1979 
Activity once again showed a 
marked increase this year. Free 
climbing set the pace, with 
numerous new routes as well as 
aid eliminations being recorded, 
as well as a marked upturn in 
ascents of the longer routes. Two 
new wall routes were established 
namely Zorro 's Last Ridge (V, 5.9,' 
A4; P. Becham and D. Lane), 
which lies between Up From the 
Skies and Black Dyke, and 
Freeway (V, 5.11, A2; R. Rohn and 
T. Gibson), a sustained free route 
to the left of Cannabis Wall. The 
former follows a zig-zag line 
across a large roof; an attempted 
repeat came to grief when a bolt 
inexplicably broke after a difficult 
section, precipitating a 70ft fall. 
The latter, climbed by two of a 
group of visiting Toronto 
~limbers, involves only 80ft of aid 
in 15 pitches of difficult climbing 
and is perhaps the best long free 
route on the cliff. The Toronto 
group (in various pairs) also 
managed single day ascents of 
Humpty Dumpty and Black Dyke. 
After exploratory attempts by P. 
Beckham and others, the Grand 
Wall was free climbed (with 
variations) to the Dance Platform, 
except for a 40ft bolt ladder, by P. 
Croft and R. Suddaby. Beckham 
also made a solo ascent of Uncle 
Ben 's (V, 5.8, A4), while several 
parties managed near clean 
ascents of University Wall. 
At Murrin Park Croft completed 
two_ outstanding climbs, namely 
Excitable Boy (5 .12) and a free 
ascent of Grandaddy Overhang 
(5.11) on Nightmare Rock. The 
former involves a steep, thin 
crack, the latter an overhung 
undercling. Croft went on to 
repeat Sentry Box (3rd). On the 
Papoose, A Duet for Two Hands 
(5.11; R. Atkinson and Croft) was 
put up, involving difficult face and 
crack climbing on the last 
significant remaining line on the 
crag. 
The neglected Bullethead area 
received a burst of attention. J . 
Buszowski made a free ascent of 
Bullethead Central (5.10), soon 
followed by the freeing of 
Bullethead East (5.1 Oc; J . 
Campbell, Croft and A. Tate) . The 
big_ as1:ent, _though, was that of 
Ramy Day Woman (5.11; 
At~inson, Croft and T. Knight), 
which offers three pitches of 
vaned crack climbing, two of 

them 5.11. Just to its right Croft 
and G. Foweraker put up the Black 
Book (5.11 ), a 100ft crack/ 
groove. 
Croft continued his onslaught on 
the Malemute, eliminating the 
final point of aid from Berrycup 
(5.11) and freeing the Id dihedral 
renaming it the Wizard ofld (5.11· 
both with Knight). In the cliff's ' 
shattered central section J . Howe 
excavated and climbed Chasing 
Rainbows (5.1 Od), part of the 
same intrusion as the Black Dyke, 
which inv?lved some intriguing 
edging. 8111 Price and Gary 
Zaccor, part of an American 
raiding party, freed Chicken 
Cacciatore, re-naming this 
grotesque chimney problem 
Penguins in Bondage (5.11 ). At 
the crag 's other end Overly 
Hanging Out was largely freed 
(5.1 Oc, AO) by the Torontonians. 
On the Apron, Happy Trails (5.11), 
an overhanging crack/ undercling, 
was freed by Buszowski, Croft and 
Knight in a rainstorm. The latter 
pair also removed the last few aid 
points from Unfinished Symphony 
(5.11) late in the fall , while 
Squamish Buttress, the area's first 
serious rock climb, was freed by 
B. McNeil and party at moderate 
5.10. Solo ascents became a 
hopefully passing fad this year, 
the most outstanding being G. 
Cameron's solo first free ascent of 
Pipeline (5.1 Od) on the Squaw, 
the crux of which was an 
exposed, overhung 'awful width '. 
Some 40 new routes were 
established this year in the Little 
Smoke Bluffs, many of them of a 
difficulty belying their shortness 
(typically 50ft). The main 
protagonists were Atkinson, 
Buszowski, Croft, Campbell and 
Howe, although most active 
climbers contributed at some 
point. A few representative routes 
include Werewolves of London 
(5.11; Croft) . Easy Does It (5.1 Oc ; 
FFA Croft), Gopher Baroque 
(5 .10c; S. Tooley), Neat and Cool 
(5_. 1 Oa; Beckham and Lane), The 
Ztp (5 .9; W . Robinson) and Hot 
Cherry Bendover (5.11 ; Price). 
These mostly involve thin crack 
and/ or face climbing . 

Correspondent: Ourom. 



THE ALPS 

Free Climbing 
The trend towards free climbing 
is slowly catching on (again) in 
Austria. Very often though this 
means that classic routes are 
climbed in a style similar to the 
original ascent of the 1920s or 
late 1930s. The difference being 
that the classic free ascent of that 
time did not make such a clear 
distinction between the use of a 
particular point of aid or not 
because pitches were very often 
climbed with an absolute 
minimum of protection pegs - so 
that often the only peg on a hard 
pitch was also used to rest on. 
The pegs then increased with the 
number of ascents. Because in 
later years speed counted more 
than style, these added pegs were 
then used freely for aid. So it is 
difficult to know if a free ascent 
now, with all the modern 
protection devices is in fact a 
more outstanding achievement 
than the first or an early ascent. 
Two interesting climbing areas 
near Vienna should be 
mentioned . 30km SW of Vienna 
the Pei/stein is situated. This is 
the "Klettergarten" of the 
Viennese climber with solid steep 
limestone faces up to 300ft high . 
H'ere a committee of active 
climbers has set down the rule 
that no bolts should be used in 
contrast to the general trend in 
other "training areas" in Austria , 
where protection bolts are 
beginning to be used too freely. 
The committee also publishes a 
double list of climb grades at 
regular interval s, distingt,Jishing 
between an ascent using the in 
situ pegs for aid and when free. 
So far the maximum grade is 7 
(U.I.A.A.). About 250km West of 
Vienna the Gesause is located . 
This is perhaps one of the best 
climbing areas in the Eastern 
Alps. The main chain, comparable 
with the Civetta,is approximately 
1 0km long and the faces up to 
3000ft high . Some of the finest 
and hardest climbs in Austria are 
to be found here. 
The most outstanding achieve
ments of last year in this area 
were without doubt a very free 
ascent of the classic North Face of 
the Dach/with 5 pegs to rest on. 
This route is 1200ft long and 
done in this style could be graded 
6 sup. 5 pegs Ao (original 
grade : 5 sup A 1 ). It was climbed 
in very wet conditions by the 
Viennese climbers Felix Kromer 
and Christian Enserer. Kromer 
mentions that a completely free 
ascent during dry conditions 
could be possible by a very strong 
party. Kromer also freed the direct 
North face of the Rosskuppe in the 
same area increasing the grade 
from 6-A2 to 6 sup. This face is 
1 500ft high. 
In the Tote Gebirge, another 
major Limestone climbing area in 
E-Austria, Kromer freed the 
Spitzmauer North Pillar. 
(Originally grade 5A 1, now 6 sup 
and serious.) 
These are all first free ascents 
according to modern ethics. 
Further free climbing achieve
ments by Kromer during 1979 
were: Tofana di Rocces, Pillar Edge 
(6 sup); Sella 3rd Tower, Vinatzer 
(6 sup) ;·Sella 1st Tower, Rossi (6); 
Sella 1st Tower, Tissi (6) . 

Correspondent: Skone. 

Top: The Main Wall, Pi/stein. Above: The Dach/. Left is Dach/ Diagona!JlI. 
A2, the classic North face is round the corner to the right. TheRosskuppe is the 
pillar at the left. Photos: Mokrejs. 

AUSTRALIA 

Balls Pyramid 
The famous rock feature off the 
New South Wales coast has been 
annexed by a committee of 
Australian climbers calling 
themselves the Pyramid 
Committee. The reasons for this 
action are given in the following 
letter: 

Dear Sir, 
Congratulations on the stand you 
have been taking on Alaska and 
climbing there, as in Mountain 
70/71. It does seem that 
conservation and climbing are 
becoming increasingly close in 
purpose and design. 
Herewith, please find details of our 
recently lodged claim over 
international territory previously 
known as Ball's Pyramid, and 
hereafter to be called 'The 
Pyramid', including its 
surrounding waters to a distance 
ofBkm. 
I feel that the U.I.A.A. could gain 
interest in the future management 
determinations of The Pyramid, if 
climbers supported our moves. 
The future of popular climbing there 
has been a little threatened by 
previous talk of annexation by New 
South Wale:; by the Premier, Mr. 
Wran, in association with Sydney 
electrical retailer and business
c/imber, Dick Smith. 
However, it is believed that the 
Australian constitution itself 
would have to be amended before 
The Pyramid was included in 
national boundaries, and Canbera 
has not shown any interest. Hence 
our action. 
Anyone with special interest in the 
future of a truly non-national 
alliance in the climbing world, 
involving conservation and non
nuclear alternatives with the 
Pyramid as a symbol of our 
upward search, please contact us 
at 
Pyramid Committee 
134 Springvale Ave., 
KH/ara 2071 
Membership is limited, costs just 
$2, which includes a special fund
raising Pyramid stamp (limited 
print-run) to assist with eventual 
publication of a management plan 
to the area. 
This somewhat unusual course of 
action highlights the pressures 
felt even in a relatively under
populated country such as 
Australia . 
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BRITISH ISLES 

RAPE! 
Sea Cliffs to be quarried 

Growing concern about access to crags in Britain is reflected in the B.M.C.'s appointment of 
a Specialized Access Officer, Mark Hutchinson. (See People). The most spectacular current 
case is reported below but there are other grave areas of dispute. Apart from the re-occurring 
incidence of farmers/ landowners refusing access - problems usually solvable by a reasoned 
personal approach - there are major conflicts in two areas : mineral exploitation and conflict 
of interests with other countryside users. Examples of the former include potential nuclear 
waste dumping in North West and South West Scotland, The Cheviots, North and Central 
Wales; and of the latter the danger to protected species of birds in South Wales and at Baggy 
Point as well as local incidents involving trail motor biking and hang gliding. It is no longer 
possible for climbers in Britain to expect free and unrestricted access to their crags on a 
permanent basis unless they are prepared to act co-operatively as regional problems occur. It 
is to be hoped for once that the B.M.C. will do the right job correctly in acting on behalf of the 
real interests of climbers and not being sidetracked into politics, education and rampant 
bureaucracy in general. The following report, by Douglas Dinwoodie, highlights an 
unparalleled incident of unilaterally decided public destruction where private greed has 
cynically utilised the letter of the law to flaunt its spirit. 

The district of Buchan - a triangular lowland 
corner on the map of Scotland , a vast and gently 
undulating plain which forms one of the largest 
agricultural areas in Britain, a landscape which is 
the product of decades of sweat and toil , the 
painstaking ' riving - in' of marsh and stony 
moorland by an oppressed peasantry. 

At the edge of the land are the granite cliffs 
where the low plateau drops abruptly into the 
North Sea ; a wild coast matched by a turbulent 
history - a history which would seem to be 
reflected in grim local names: Rebels Hole, Robie 
Gow's Prison, Cave of Coffin , The Bloody Hole, and 
Dead Mcivor Gulch ; scene of shipwrecks, sieges 
of castles, and intrigue between smuggler and 
exciseman . Yet physical signs of the troubled past 
are lacking . Here on the periphery, little has 
changed until recent times, apart from the slow 
incessant gnawing of the elements. The 
marauding Danes journeyed across the perilous 
seas and were confronted at Cruden Bay. The 
result was bloody stalemate, dawn revealing 'the 
confused carcases of almost all their numbers'. 
Only scattered traces of the war remain -
earthwork look-outs, overgrown by the coarse 
grasses, heaths, and flora , the cliff-top remnant of 
a wilderness which once embraced the interior. 

A Catholic rebellion moved Royalty to travel 
north and blow-up Slains Castle in reprisal. The 
pardoned earl returned from hiding abroad, to 
build a new cliff-top stronghold a few miles up the 
coast . A Spanish galleon, said to be carrying arms 
and treasure fort he rebellion , lies at the bottom of 
what came to be known as St. Catherine' s Dub. 

More permanent signs of man's influence are 
gaping bites taken out of the fine red granite by the 
quarrymen; a scattered blight, the legacy of an 
industry which flourished in the late Victorian 
epoch of profiteering laissez-faire. Dress-stone 
was the prize, and the disused workings are to be 
found all down the coast, sites chosen for their 
quality granite, a prerequisite which naturally 
drew the quarrymen to many of the finest climbing 
areas. 

With the collapse in demand for dress-stone the 
cliffs were once more abandoned to the seabirds 
and the more gentle forces of natural erosion . The 
scars have not entirely healed ; granite is slow to 
weather and smooth unclimbable rock or 
shattered hanging blocks predominate. Trees do 
not grow and plant - life is slow to take hold. To 
some extent the old quarrymen unwittingly 
enhanced the area. The big amphitheatres in some 
instances formed an extra spatial dimension ; 
quaint ridges and towers were left standing after 
the extractions. Less fortunate are the derelict 
pump-houses, block-strewn quarry floors, and 
the depressing flooded craters. The first 
exploratory climbers were of course not in a 
position to lament what may have been lost or 
spoiled. They accepted the disused workings for 
what they were and took it for granted that the 
quarrymen had departed for good. No-one could 
foretell that the cliffs would once more rumble 
under high-·explosives, threatened by quarrying 
on a scale unheard of in this country. 
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Aberdeen lies at the southern corner of the 
Buchan plain and climbing activity at the various 
crags has naturally been influenced by their 
proximity to this centre. There are two distinct, if 
sprawling, stretches of climbing cliff, namely the 
Northern or Longhaven cliffs, and those 
immediately south of Aberdeen. 

Approaching Aberdeen from the south involves 
passing over a spartan cliff-top country where any 
trees that exist cower away from the salt-laden 
winds - a harsh and bare strip of coast which has 
been called "the scrag -end of the Mearns". The 
Southern Cliffs should not be sneered at. 
Although rarely exceeding 100ft in height they 
provide a great variety of climbing on fine rock 
which covers a whole spectrum of granite types. 
Even the pokiest little holes provide some 
entertaining climbing or traversing. They are the 
most accessible of crags; many are inside the city 
boundary and none are more than fifteen minutes 
drive down the coast . 

But it is the Northern Cliffs, lying some twenty
six miles beyond Aberdeen which are the real 
happy hunting-grounds. Here the surroundings 
are finer and more open, the atmosphere more 
quiet and secluded, and the irregular coastline 
makes for fine views from crag or coastal path . The 
cliffs themselves are largely composed of red 
'Peterhead' granite which is everywhere attractive 
and a delight to climb upon. 

Leave the granite city behind and point your 
vehicle northwards (and try to arrange some 
sunshine because the scenery is rather bleak and 
colourless without it) . Far inland the familiar cone 
of Bennachie rises over an endless patchwork of 
field and farmstead - green and empty, 'a 
backyard of the world' . The village of Newburgh is 
reached, and beyond, the wide placid estuary of 
the Ythan . Across the mouth lies the pocket 
Sahara of Forvie where the shifting sands once 
buried a village, leaving only a church spire to 
mark the site. Traverse across the waters, where 
the eiders and swans probe the rich muds, and 
press on over the windswept fields to the settle
ment of Cruden Bay, gateway to the climbing area . 

The coastline is highly convoluted, bitten into by 
innumerable inlets and gulches, 'havens' and 
'holes', and the dark inaccessible sea-caves -
retreat for doves, seal s and the oily-green shags. 

In the heart of the area lie the Bullers of Buchan, 
where the cliffs have a shabby grandeur and the 
coastline is at its most tortuous. A tiny cluster of 
cottages overlooks a complex series of inlets and 
promontories. Climbers have no particular centre 
on the coast but 'The Beauty-Spot' of Bullers is a 
magnet for the tourist. Here lies the well-known 
'Pot' , sea-filled cauldron which impressed 
Boswell and Johnson when they entered it by boat 
on their Highland tour. Johnson concluded that 
the nastiest way to dispose of an enemy would be 
to "condemn him to reside in the Buller of 
Buchan" . 

The pot has a narrow outer ridge, a thrilling jaunt 
for the tourist. There is an old and colourful story of 
a soldier charging round it on horseback for a 
drunken wager. On contemplating his wild ride, 

once sober, he promptly died of shock, or so the 
story goes. 

Just north of Bullers lie the Longhaven cliffs 
proper with Murdoch Head beyond . The northern 
boundary of the cliffs is the stark outpost of 
Boddam and Peterhead, hidden from view apart 
from the impressive ch imney of the new power
station, and nearby, the futuristic-looking early
warning station; alien landmarks which contrast 
strangely with the older one away south from 
Bullers - the lonely silhouette of 'New' Slains 
Castle. Bram Stoker was in the habit of visiting the 
place while writing 'Dracula' in nearby Cruden 
Bay. It is an unlikely source of inspiration, the cliff
top ruin having an air of gentle melancholy rather 
than Transylvanian horror. 

Climbing on the cliffs 
Climbing for sport on the North-east cliffs 

seems to have started in the 1930's and for a brief 
history one can do no better than consult the 
original coast -guide (a classic and now a 
collectors' piece) : "The earliest references to 
Aberdeenshire climbing is to be found in Sir 
Walter Scott's 'The Antiquary' where there is a 
mention of one 'Francis o' Fowlsheugh, the finest 
cragsman that ever speeled a heugh, who brak' his 
neck on the Dunbuy o' Slains' . It may be that the 
early pioneers were stimulated more by the 
profitable market for gulls' eggs than by any 
aesthetic ideals. The members of the Cairngorm 
Club (Scotland 's oldest climbing club) who 
climbed at Souter Head and in the Clashrodney 
area in the pre-war years can perhaps claim to be 
the first "in search of pleasure not profit". At 
Longhaven in the late Thirties the Tewnion 
brothers visited some of the now classic routes, 
including Scimitar Ridge, in the course of bird 
study. However it was not until the period 1949-
52 that Messrs Morrison, Patey, and Taylor began 
a systematic exploration of the twelve miles of 
coastline between Collieston and Peterhead, 
finally selecting the Longhaven cliffs as offering 
the most scope." 

The Buchan sea-cliffs have not been taken too 
seriously until recent times. To this day climbing 
fervour in the area is largely channelled in the 
direction of the big hallowed crags of the 
Cairngorms. The early climbers were intensely 
involved in the exploration of the remote carries, 
driven by a missionary zeal to demolish the myth 
that their mountains were an inferior climbing 
region . The smaller sea-cliffs were seen to some 
extent as a useful training ground in this campaign 
and were not seen as an end in themselves. Even 
more so than the rest of Scotland the North-east 
retains a strong mountain-going tradition. Most 
enthusiasts still come into rock-climbing through 
walking in the hills. The Cairngorm bothies are 
used every week-end - as much for the socialising 
and getting away from the city as for the climbing. 
Some climbers scarcely ever visit the coast. 

Whatever their approach, the Longhaven 
pioneers must have greatly enjoyed themselves in 
their explorations. Here was lovely clean granite, 
free from grass and mountain lichens; virgin crags 
close to the road - a welcome relief from the long 
and over-familiar Cairngorm pads. Several of the 
most eye-catching features had a 
mountaineering-type appeal about them -
Scimitar Ridge and The Plateau, Walrus Ridge and 
the beautiful little Alligator Ridge just to its north, 
the Red Tower and the Round Tower at Murdoch 
Head. A generous number of the coast classics 
stem from this period. Naturally, at this stage, 
many of the obvious lines climbed were quite 
straightforward, but routes such as Hallelujah 
Staircase, Great Diedre, and Hells gate Chimney (all 
good VS), show that the early climbers were not 
too dismayed by technical difficulties. Perhaps 
the most exciting discovery was the 150ft Red 
Wall, difficult to view from anywhere, except by 
boat. Diagonal Crack (200ft V.Diff) takes a raking 
fault across the steep face, where "for the degree 



Before & after the quarrying; thesmall village at 
the bottom of the upper photo is the Bullers of 
Buchan. The photos clearly show how close the 
quarrying is to the cliffs. Upper photo: C. Flett, 
Aberdeen Evening Express, lower photo: Bill 
Marshall. 

of difficulty the exposure is extreme" . (More 
isolated and even more sensational is the later 
severe known as Phaft). Red Wall Traverse and the 
Last Trump (both VS) were more difficult and 
opened the door for future central lines. The 
inexperienced Patey climbed the humble Red 
Tower in 1950; six years later he stood on top of 
Mustagh Tower. 

It was during the Long haven investigations that 
climbers first really encountered problems with 
the true proprietors of the crags - the birds. In 
Summer a raucous, smelly bedlam reigns on many 
of th.e best crags: "During the nesting season 
Longhaven becomes a paradise for the 
ornithologist and a penance fort he rock-gymnast . 
Then the angry kittiwake skims the scalp of the 
unwelcome intruder, and startled fulmars eject a 
foul-smelling liquid with unnerving aim" . 

Following generations were appreciative of the 
established Longhaven climbs. but added 
surprisingly few new lines of their own. The most 
notable exception (together with aforementioned 
Phaff)was probably Perdonlie Traverse (V.Diff) and 
the natural extension linking it to Walrus Ridge -
the very fine and atmospheric Zwango (VS) . The 
attractive corner-crack of The Plug ( 100ft VS) 
provides the best finish - some 1 000ft of climbing 
overall. However, exploration in general shifted 
elsewhere -to the long untouched stretch of coast 
south of Bullers. The Longhaven men had noted 
the possibilities of the Arthur Fowlie cliff but 
otherwise had unaccountably dismissed the area 
as having 'inferior rock' Meikle Partans and 
Greymare Slabs were superb discoveries. The 
former provides a cluster of excellent steep little 
routes on the finest rock; Greymare eclipsed the 
scrappy little slabs of Long haven Quarry, offering 
light-hearted climbing on the roughest of granite 
where a clean sweep of slab dips straight into the 
heaving seas. Groovin' High ( 120ft Severe) is the 
classic line taking a huge flanking diedre. Other 
crags were systematically opened up in this area: 
Harpers Wall and Tiptoe Slab, and later the taller 
walls of Seals' Caves. The Crocodile (150ft, HVS) 
takes an obvious ramp-line overlooking an 
impressive sea-cave - a relatively big route with a 
fearfully exposed last pitch. Dunbuy Rock, with its 
spectacular window, had for long tantalised 
climbers, being cut off from the mainland by a 
swirling channel. Since Francis o' Fowlseugh's 
day, Dunbuy has only been reached by climbers 
equipped with rubber dinghies. An early 
expedition came to grief when their vessel sank -
the first successful assault was led by Andrew 
Maxfield (later killed exploring beyond Alligator 
Ridge). His Dunbuy Diedre (120ft, VS) had long 
been admired from the mainland. Around this time 
the first direct lines were also added to the Red 
Wall at Longhaven, another longstanding 
challenge. (Orodruin 100ft, MVS). 

With good newlines and crags readily available, 
the area was very much a playground rather than a 
technical forcing-ground. (John Hay's Pandrop, a 
strenuous HVS climbed in 1958 on the Southern 
Cliffs, was probably as hard as any route added in 
the sixties) . There was a tendency to give fierce 
lines a wide berth (muttering 'desperate') rather 
than jump eagerly at the challenge. This came to 
an end in the Seventies with the advent of the 
friendly American climber Spaff Ackerley, 
operating in the University Lai rig Club. Drawing on 
Shawangunks expertise he forced some five first
class lines, a couple of which were technical 
breakthroughs, locally, and jumped up standards 
by at least two grades. Sub-line (60ft, 5.1 0 +) 
takes a peculiarly American-type thin crack up the 
overhanging wall below Diagonal Crack (on Red 
Wall). Munich Buttress (70ft, 5.10) is a brutally 
strenuous affair usurping an old peg route in Long
haven Quarry. (Strange to say, another climb at 5. 9 
has recently been added up a corner alongside by 
Californian Torr, Higgins). 

With Spaffs departure exploration went on, at 
first at its usual relaxed pace - without any further 

tours de force - but gradually gathering impetus 
as the Seventies wore on. In past years rock
climbing die-hards rained out of the hills were apt 
to turn to the coast with some grumbling or 
apathy. But as worthy lines continued to fall there 
was a growing conviction that the climbing on the 
sea-cliffs could be in many ways as rewarding as in 
the high corries. It is quite common for the coastto 
be dry when the Cairngorms are wet and cloudy or 
defended by cold numbing winds. The snow and 
ice season in the Cairngorms lasts longer than the 
rock-climbing season. The coast offers fine days 
during the Spring and Autumn when the high 
crags are a no-man's land of cold clammy rocks or 
avalanching snows. Then there are the Summer 
evenings when the climber can escape the city and 
breathe fresh air on the edge of the sea. 

The final years of the Seventies saw an 
unprecedented period of enthusiasm for the sea
cliffs. 1978 was a boom year when outstanding 
lines were found up and down the entire coast. 
Although recent climbs have been wel Id istri buted 
it is worth mentioning two particular areas which 
have come to the fore: Murdoch Head and Arthur 

Fowlie, places whose new status is the product of 
a relatively detailed attention which could provide 
similar results on other crags. Murdoch Head was 
firmly established as a popular centre by the 
Long haven explorers, but as far as new routes are 
concerned, was then neglected for many years. 
This has been radically altered, chiefly due to the 
development of the Round Tower, a bold piece of 
rock, like a big gritstone buttress perched high 
above the sea. The Tower now boasts a unique 
little collection of 70ft lines. The seaward wall was 
forced in the sixties (The Present, VS) but this effort 
was not followed up until siege was laid in the late 
seventies. The West Wall is undercut where Tyrant 
Crack (E2/3) and the arete of Ramadam (HVS) 
provide dramatic climbing above the void. Blue 
Falcon, Silver Surfer, and Tumbling Dice are 
equally absorbing if less exposed extremes. 
Murdoch Head has other attractions; just north of 
Round Tower, Warlord (80ft, HVS) has a good 
reputation, hidden away on a newly discovered 
crag. But the other showpiece of the Head is 
Tarzan Wall, a clean-cut vertical face opposite the 
Red Tower. After Paley's original impressive 
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Above: Dick Renshaw on Tyrant Crack, Round Tower. Photo: Dave Wright. 

severe the wall lay untouched for a considerable 
time, but a couple of interesting routes have been 
made of late. The Jungle Book (80ft, HVS) takes a 
big attractive died re; Neanderthal Man (E1 /2) 
takes to the bold open face and points to wilder 
possibilities. 

Technical standards on the North-east coast 
still lag behind the more popular areas but the 
fiercer rock features are now coming into their 
own as pleasant lines become more and more 
scarce. A notable exception is North-Glash 
Traverse (400ft, V.Diff), a delightful romp along 
the cliff facing Round Tower; probably a finer 
route than the Great Traverse - an old and popular 
classic nearby. 

The headland of Arthur Fowlie - a mixed ghetto 
of kittiwakes, guillemots and razorbills in the 
nesting season, less assertive are the dumpy little 
puffins which nest in cliff-top burrows. The 
compact South Wall, crowned by overlaps. is the 
principal face. The Sorcerer( 100ft, E 1) is probably 
the best line taking an elegant diedre, while 
Incubus (E1) and Pink Panther(E1 /2) are of similar 
quality. Magic Dragon zig-zags through the 
overlaps to provide an exciting hard-severe. 

The Prow of Arthur Fowlie is a remarkable 
leaning overhang. The Bouncer (80ft, E2) takes a 
fierce little crack leading off the overhang onto the 
more amenable South Wall. Most of the modern 
routes in the vicinity have naturally been 
pioneered by local climbers. An exception 
hereabouts is Murray Hamilton's North Crack 
(60ft, E3), an old aid-line towards the right side of 
the Prow-almost certainlythe hardest problem in 
the area. To round off this very selective view of 
recent developments, it is worth mentioning the 
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exploration of Bullers where the cliffs had long 
been avoided for their ghastly appearance, the 
hanging grass and the bad rock. This is the first 
area where such vegetated and loose crags were 
tackled and it is significant that some quite 
respectable climbs have been made, particularly 
on the big sombre walls of Robies Haven. 

The Longhaven sea-cliffs are not built on a 
grand scale, but in terms of 'big outcrop' climbing 
they comprise a climbing ground which is 
unrivalled in Scotland for its variety of climbing 
and great range of crags. Scotland is not really rich 
in good accessible outcrops and the inland area 
around Aberdeen has no low-lying crags to speak 
of. For all its rugged coastline the country's sea
cliffs are still a very unknown quantity; no doubt 
there will be important discoveries but so far, 
apart from the sea-stacks. there have been no 
wondrous finds - even in the most remote of 
places. The Buchan cliffs have scores of popular 
established climbs, a playground on the door-step 
of the city. But merely to be ttiere is satisfyi~g and 
the climbing is only one aspect worth protecting . 
Long haven is a unique and precious corner. 

Postscript 
Between 1975 and 1977 at least four planning 

applications were lodged with Banff and Buchan 
District Council to quarry granite at Longhaven. 
The applications grew in scale from an initial 
intention to supply the local market, to the massive 
export of rock to the Continent by sea i.e. 
Longhaven would become Britain's first "super
quarry" - a quarry on a colossal scale, eating away 
enough rock within five years to create the biggest 

hole in Europe. The District Council rejected three 
planning applications on the grounds that 
information supplied by the developers was 
inadequate and contradictory. Furthermore in the 
Council's view the quarrying would damage the 
amenity of the area both for the local community 
and for those resorting to the area. (The 
significance of the area is its high rating as a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest.) 

Right from the start, local climbing clubs, 
environmental groups, and residents objected ; 
other opponents have included the Mount
aineering Council of Scotland, the Nature 
Conservancy Council, the Countryside 
Commission for Scotland, and the Conservation 
Society. 

But in late 1977 the developers withdrew a 
pending application and sent in bulldozers to start 
quarrying. They argued that they did not require 
planning permission, because the site had been a 
quarry before the 1948 Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act. Proof that the then quarry 
operator had registered his quarry was required to 
be established in order to support the developers' 
case. But the District Council could not find any 
record of registration. Meanwhile quarrying 
forged ahead. (In fact it should have been 
contended by the Council that, because the 
previous quarry use had lapsed over thirty years, 
the amenity, scientific, and recreational use had 
actually now become the established use. This the 
Council failed to do.) 

In February 1978 the District Council served an 
Enforcement Notice which. if upheld, would have 
stopped quarrying after a month . But the 
developers appealed and shortly submitted 
another application. Instead of pursuing the 
Enforcement Notice however. the Council 
changed tack, and in mock threat said that they 
would refuse planning permission and serve a 
Stop Notice unless the developers made a legal 
agreement (Section 50) with the Council about 
problems arising from current quarrying 
operations. In other words instead of an 
unqualified "No" the Council was now prepared to 
permit quarrying with conditions - and this was 
done without opportunity for public objection . 

Over the next year. the legal wrangle continued, 
as did quarrying. What brought it to a close, was 
the threat of a writ by the developer suing the 
District Council for £2,000,000 to cover alleged 
loss of orders, and this would have been served 
had the Council issued its Stop Notice. During th is 
period Grampian Regional Council, the Regional 
Planning Authority, maintained its refusal to "call 
in" the proposed super-quarry application, 
although they had ample grounds to do so as it was 
obviously important at regional and national 
levels. The Regional Council took no direct action 
despite having issued a specific policy on 
aggregates which involved a statement that there 
was not enough evidence yet to give the go-ahead 
to a super-quarry at Longhaven in preference to 
other quoted potential sites. Also the Regional 
Council were not convinced of the need for such 
mammoth quarries. 

In June 1979 the Section 50 Agreement was 
finalised, thus making the quarrying legal for two 
years. Signatories included representatives of the 
Paris-based Mayfair Commercial Services Inc. a 
company incorporated in Panama. The directors 
of Lon~haven Quarries, (a fully owned subsidiary 
of Mayfair Commercial Services Inc.) as the 
developers have called themselves. are Ronald 
Titcombe, an ex-Australian Navy commander who 
now lives in Jersey, R. Linzee-Gordon, laird of 
Cluny Estates. Aberdeenshire. and the Dutch Bank 
Oranje - Nassau B.V. who have a 10% stake in the 
venture. 

The District Council's woefully timid and inept 
behaviour towards Long haven Quarries would be 
more understandable had the developers been 
'good-boys'. But quite apart from moving in the 
bulldozers without permission, they have all along 
played 'the school-bully'. A cottage on the 
boundary of the quarrying-site posed big 
problems since operations could not commence 
with people living within a 380 metre radius (due 
to blasting restrictions under the Section 50). The 
couple who owned the cottage had spent two 
years renovating it and were naturally bitterly 
opposed to the quarrying development. But in the 
face of the Council's failure to defend their 
interests. it became clear that they had been 
sacrificed to the quarry project. Under the 
pressure of increasingly unpleasant conditions 
they eventually gave in and sold-out to the 
developer. Who else would buy the cottage under 
the super-quarry threat? Rose Cottage is now the 



quarry site-office. (Tragically, it was only later that 
opponents became aware of the strategic 
significance of the cottage, and the disgraceful 
way in which the owners had been treated .) 

Already in August 1979. local residents and 
climbers noticed clear breaches of the conditions 
that the Council had attached to the quarrying, 
and informed the Council by letters (receiving no 
acknowledgement) and by phone-calls (without 
apparent effect) . The District Council have done 
little, if any, monitoring of the numerous 
conditions. A late acknowledgement of the points 
raised by the Etchachan Club has recently been 
received but it quotes the transparently spurious 
excuses of the developer and continues to ignore 
the fact that breaches are still going on . A new 
road was bulldozed and blasting carried out in the 
quarry on which the Enforcement Notice was 
served - outside the permitted area. Part of the 
Section 50Agreement was that work would not be 
carried out with in 60 metres of the cliff -edge. 
There is clear photographic proof (see photo) of 
fresh boulders perched on the edge of the cliffs. 
with a freshly scarred rubble-chute dropping into 
the sea - obviously debris from the illegal 
quarrying . (For all the developers knew the crags 
below might have been the best climbing ground 
on the entire coast, or else the breeding site of rare 
birds.) The old track into the old main quarry has 
been blocked off despite assurances that it would 
not be. Long haven Quarries have all along blandly 
stated that no-ones interests will be jeapordised 
or interfered with, while at the same time 
impressing all those they have dealings with that 
their word cannot be trusted . A local farmer has 
been sickened by false promises and has 
complained about the vibration and the terrible 
noise of the blasting . 

On 28th of November, 1979, a public notice 
appeared in the local press. proposing a £2 .6 
million harbour development at Longhaven (the 
inlet of Long haven proper lies north of 'Long haven 
Cliffs'. tn fa.ct to the north of Murdoch Head) . This 
proposal, called the Longhaven Harbour (Draft) 
Provisional Order, involves an entirely new twist to 
the case history of the developers' aggressive 
manoeuvres so far. It is the use of the Private 
Legislation Procedure (Scotland) Act 1936, which 
follows a course through Parliamentary stages 
seeking approval (thus removing the issue from 
local public scrutiny both financially and 
physically) . This is obviously a grave threat in that 
if Parliament approves the Harbour Order then 
there wil I be little chance of stopping a super
quarry to supply this harbour when the developers 
lodge their next planning application (intended 
June 1980) for a greatly increased extraction rate, 
i.e. from a present output of 200,000 tonnes of 
rock a year to 1 million tonnes or more a year. The 
Etchachan Club organised one petition of 
objection, signed by numerous clubs, and 
including the Mountaineering Council of 
Scotland , the B.M.C. and Mountain Magazine. 
This has been lodged with the Scottish Office to 
go to Parliament. Banff and Buchan District 
Council are also objecting on the grounds that 
insufficient information is available to make a 
relevant judgement on the super-quarry scheme. 
All in all there are twenty-four objectors (or 
dissenting petitioners as they are called) . 

This brings us up to date, as we await 
parliamentary decisions. Meanwhile the scene at 
Longhaven inspires disgust - a depressing mess 
of machinery, raw splintered rock, and mounds of 
granite aggregate. If Long haven Quarries get their 
way we will be left with a giant hole completely 
destroying the beauty of the area . It should be 
stressed that the developers own all the sea-cliffs 
from Bullers to beyond Murdoch Head. In the 
words of the Secretary of Long haven Community 
Association " In a mammoth quarry I cannot see 
them leaving the cliffs. They would have to take 
away most of the cliffs from Cruden Bay to 
Boddam". The chairman of the North East Branch 
of the Scottish Wildlife Trust stated : "The fact that 
the coastline will be completely carted away 
bodily galls me - it will make itthe usual industrial 
desert". (It should be mentioned here that 
Murdoch Buttress is scheduled to disappear in the 
immediate next phase of quarrying) . 

It would be naive to hope that the quarrying wil I 
provide any new climbing . The great crater will be 
worked in 10 metre tiers to accommodate a spiral 
track around which 20 ton lorries will trundle. 
Modern quarry-methods do not leave rock in a very 
enticing state for climbers. The uniform short 
walls will be of shattered, scaling rock. (The old 
cubit quarrying techniques. even though much 

Above : Bob Smith on Munich Buttress. Photo: Greg Strange. 

less destructive, only created one or two worth
while climbs - freaks among a wasteland of blank 
or broken rock.) 

Longhaven Quarries have no plans for 
reinstatement of the quarry, or the proposed 
harbour. When pressed at a meeting they 
muttered vaguely about screening with mounds or 
with trees. To paraphrase one objector 
interviewed recently on TV " I do no more want to 
look at mounds than I do at the biggest hole in 
Europe, and any fool knows that trees don't grow 
on a Buchan clifftop". 

The 'party-line' of Long haven Quarries has been 
that some 60 jobs will be provided. and that the 
enterprise will help the country's balance of 
payments. At the aforesaid informal meeting, 
however, one of the directors stated that only 25-
30 jobs would be created - many of which will 
obviously require skilled workers not available 
locally. 

The driving logic of this risk-capitalist venture 
seems clear : The stakes being played for are high 
and the time-span short - less than five years. Get 
hold of a piece of ground close to the sea. 
preferably ground which has been quarried 
before. Harass, confuse, and dupe the local 
council and government departments into 
believing that the developments will be in the 
national interest, and give local employment, 
thereby gaining the necessary permissions. 
Stress that any delay through public scrutiny or 
objection will cause the venture to fail, or to be 
moved elsewhere to a more sympathetic council. 
Quarry the biggest area possible, extracting the 
largest quantity of material in the shortest 
possible time. and thereby sweep back in the 
greatest profit. (Then bank it abroad in tax-havens 

since there are no exchange controls to force its 
reinvestment in Britain .) 

Dave Cook's Buxton words of warning were 
echoed in Mountain 34. They can be qualified in 
that the exploiter need not necessarily be a giant 
complex such as Rio Tinto: "The threat from firms 
like Rio Tinto is that we face not just an 
idiosyncratic landowner. as in the past. but a vast, 
monopolistic complex with enormous resources 
at its disposal and all manner of friends in high 
places. The whole logic of their role in society 
compels giants like Rio Tinto to devour mountain
sides (or coastlines) in their search for profit. This 
is a new form of ' landlordism' infinitely more 
dangerous than anything climbers have faced in 
the past" . 

The threat to the little-known North -east may 
not worry too many climbers or walkers but they 
would do well to grasp that it is just the thin end of 
the wedge. Southern areas such as Cornwall are 
obviously a good deal closer to the important 
market-countries. A few years ago North -east 
climbers had no inkling that their favourite climbs 
might end up dismembered on Dutch dykes or 
crushed on German roads. Many beautiful areas of 
Scotland are already on the lists of potential 
aggregate sites - among them are Loch Etive and 
the Red Cuillin of Skye. 

Anyone who wishes to object should write 
supporting the Etchachan Club Petition to Bill 
Marshall, P. 0 . Box 142, Aberdeen. 
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ONCE UPON A CLIMB 
by Jeff Myers 

Sharkstooth. We'd been talking about it a good 
part of the summer, yet it remained largely an 
object of our daydreams, an idea to toy-with as we 
hiked each day along the scenic trails which 
meandered through Rocky Mountain National 
Park. More than onceoneofuswouldstumbleon 
the trail as our eyes became intensely ftxed upon 
the rugged spire of Sharkstooth, which rose 
proudly above Sky Pond. "Might be a nice climb," 
Dave would often remark. 

The possibility of climbing Sharkstooth edged 
closer to reality as Dave, whose growing love for 
rock-climbing was reaching fanatic proportions, 
finally succeeded in committing me to give it a 
shot. We realized that we pretty much had to do it 
on a day-off ... "Next week?" "Sure," I replied 
nonchalantly, as if simple agreement would 
assure our success. Sometimes I wondered about 
my own sanity ... a hiking counsellor climbing on 
his day-off ... ? 

The cold darkness ofpre-dawnjolted me more 
fully into the realityoftheadventure. "We're really 
going to do it," I mumbled at my alarm clock, as I 
struggled to shove reluctant feet into cold, stiff 
boots. We were soon sailing along the dark high
way, dutifully eating yogurt and gulping down 
strong coffee. As I read the guidebook aloud, 
almost from memory, the sky slowly began to cast 
its pale rosy colour upon the waking mountains. 
The trees began to stir with the cool breeze that 
accompanied the dawn, and it seemed that the 
world was coming to life for the first time. For a 
brief moment, it appeared as ifwe were watching 
the unfolding of creation, as God gently called his 
newly-formed creation to life. It seemed all too 
soon when we arrived at the Glacier Gorge 
parking lot, and it was with some reluctance that 
we left the warmth of the car and headed for the 
trailhead. Secretly, each hoped the other would 
suggest that we stop this craziness and return to 
the warmth of our beds. 

The quiet splendour of the early morning 
followed us down the well-travelled trail. We 
hiked rhythmically, holding to a fast pace in an 
unconscious effort to convince ourselves that we 
were somehow stronger and more awake than we 
actually felt. Cold spurts of oxygenless air soon 
began to sting our lungs and sweat began to bead
up on our foreheads as we encountered sharp 
elevation gains. We soon passed the lovely loch, a 
blue-tinted mist rising slowly from its glassy 
surface. Near the water, two deer peered at us 
inquisitively, and seemed to ask with their soft 
eyes the reason for our hurry on such a peaceful 
morning. We moved-on quickly ... yet wishing we 
could linger. 

Sharkstooth rose boldy before us in the 
distance. We gazed respectfully at her majestic 
profile, while the rising sun began to reveal her 
sharp contours and striking features. 

Like schoolboys in perpetual motion, we 
hopped from boulder to boulder, until the 
steepness of the terrain and our increasing breath
lessness forced us to stop, and we began to pick 
our way more carefully as we approached the base 
of the spire. Finally we reached what we hoped 
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was thestartofourclimb, and wegladlypeeled-off 
ropes and sweat-soaked daypacks, the welcome 
breeze cool upon our wet backs and salt-streaked 
faces. We gazed upward, anxiously studying the 
folds of ruddy granite in search of the proposed 
route. The sudden aloneness we both 
experienced was at once a twinge ofloneliness and 
fear, mixed with equally powerful feelings of 
freedom, independence, solitude. All pretences, 
and all that was superficial or unessential, was 
being stripped-away, for they had no place here 
among the natural and the real. Deep feelings, 
beyond words, surged within. 

After talking-over the proposed route, we began 
to tie-in to the rope, our fingers mechanically 

Sharks Tooth from the Andrews Glacier. 
Photo: David Thurston. 

securing the knots while our eyes remained fixed 
on the rock slabs above us. "Better take some 
'biners," Dave advised, clipping onto my gear
sling an additional half-dozen shiny carabiners. I 
half-nodded in agreement as a pairof swifts caught 
myattentionas theyplayfullydarted in and outofa 
large crevice overhead. 

"Careful now," I whispered to myself, as I 
placed my feet delicately on small footholds, 
working at entering my seemingly over-sized 
boots on minute ledges. As I stood rather 



"On belay," I finally said to Dave, a boyish grin 
spreading across his face in acknowledgement 
that our adventure was fully underway. 

I started slowly, gingerly picking my way up the 
first few feet of weathered rock slabs, a little unsure 
of myself. While the moves themselves weren't 
hard, nor was the overall climb considered 
particularly difficult, yet the unknown invites 
doubt. But so it also calls forth faith and 
commitment, which, more than anything else, 
kept me inching ever higher. With nearly all oft he 
rope run-out, I welcomed the sightofa small belay 
ledge peeking outjustabove me. I moved quickly 
to the welcome resting place. The first pitch 
behind me, I felt relieved and hollered jubilantly 
down, "Off belay ... come on up!" And before 
long, I saw a pair of hands eagerly groping for a 
final handhold. "That was terrific," panted Dave, 
pulling himself up to join me, his face aglow with 
excitement. "I'm glad you talked me into this," I 
responded, smiling. 

With spirits soaring and a spacious meadow 
only about thirty feet above us, I grabbed a few 
slings and carabiners from Dave and took off, the 
rope wriggling up after me like a colourful ring
snake. Moments later I arrived at a large grassy 
area which afforded a breathtaking panorama of 
sister peaks, a few gnarled pine trees clinging 
tenaciously to their rugged sides. And further to 
the east, the thirsty plains were preparing to be 
quenched by the dark, ominous thunderclouds 
rolling quickly toward them. I squinted - and 
wondered - at what lay beyond. Delicate alpine 
flowers surrounded me in the meadow, their 
fragile snow-white and purple petals showing 
forth God's creative touch, even in this remotest 
part of creation. And from somewhere among the 
rocks far below, the music of marmots whistling 
happily to one another floated upward. 

As my eyes followed the ridge above to where it 
disappeared, I hoped that the summit did not lie 
far beyond. With characteristic enthusiasm, Dave 
began to read the description of the next pitch 
from the guidebook: "From the left hand ridge (a 
spectacular place), climb cracks on the face 
directly up to the standard rappel anchor just 
below the summit ridge." While the technical 
difficulty appeared only moderate, the exposure 
was sobering. Yet whatever confidence I now 
lacked in leading was compensated for by sheer 
determination ... not simply to reach a summit, 
but to respond to a challenge. it was a challenge 
understood only by the love existing between the 
majesty of nature and the majesty of the human 
spirit. For it was almost as if the mountain itself 
extends a challenge to an individual, not that only 
one of them might stand victorious, but that both 
might proudly rise to share the victory of life and 
love together. 

I moved fluidly on good handholds, a rainbow 
of nylon webbing trailing after me. I stopped only 
occasionally to rest and to savour the stunning 
view. With one hand squeezed into a weathered 
crack, I used my free hand to select a large nut to 
wedge into the vertical crack beside me for 
protection. Upon securing the nut, to which I 
attached a carabiner, I clipped the climbing rope 
through the carabiner and continued up. I loved 
the rough texture of the rock, the "living rock," as 
John Muir fondly referred to it. Likeahuman face, 
it bore the lines of a full life. For etched upon its 
surface were the lines left by the pain it had felt 
along with a suffering world: a world shattered by 
hatred and strife. But there were also lines on its 
aging face left by the many times it had smiled 
proudly at a world at its best: a world in which 
people delighted in one another and in peace. 

Author Myers (left) and photographer Thurston. 

"Careful now," I whispered to myself, as I 
placed my feet delicately on small footholds, 
working at centreing my seemingly over-sized 
boots on minute ledges. As I stood rather 
precariously in the middle of the wall , half-way 
between two points, I sensed an intense struggle 
within. I was climbing - and living - in an "in
between," and I struggled to live - and to enjoy -
life in the midst of the uncertain and the 
unresolved. I felt as if! was standing in the heart of 
that grayness that humanity so dreads. In essence, 
I was attempting, in Rilke's words, "to live the 
question." The feelings which I felt were ones 
which rapidly surface in moments of uncertainty: 
that fearful knowledge of human limitations and 
weakness and mortality ... colliding and battling 
with that incredible, mysterious power of the 
human spirit. The finite mocked the infinite, but 
the infinite prevailed. And a truer, stronger self -
one which had previously remained 
anonymously in the future - was being called 
forth into the present. And as I stood there some
where between the start and the finish, the 
beginning and the end, I became conscious of 
myself as a human being who is continually 
changing and being changed. It dawned on me 
that climbing is a sort of microcosm of life, 
demanding that I always continue moving, always 
endeavour to change and better myself, and 
always do that which I do out of a faith that must 
not be overcome by fear. 

A few more delicate moves and I pulled myself 
over the lip with shouts ofjoy, causing my partner 
below to instinctively tighten the rope in expec
tation of holding a fall. I assured him that all was 
fine, and then with tired arms, I began slowly to 
haul the rope ... a rope which joined us together 
like the invisible bond of friendship whichjoined 
us on a much deeper level. 

A short scramble up the narrow ridge, and we 
were on top. We shook hands enthusiastically and 
gazed upon the rest of the world with child-like 
wonder. Like silver dollars catching the gleam of 
the sun, several shiny alpine lakes lay scattered 
below, long tongues of snow licking their shores. 
Perched contentedly on the summit, we basked in 
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the warmth of a pure gold sun piercing a turauoise 
sky, recounting the highlights of our climb 
up ... as we would recall them fondly in the years 
to come. 

With clouds building up in the distance, we 
reluctantly prepared to leave. The little bit of warm 
water which remained in the water-bottle tasted 
delicious to our parched mouths and throats ; even 
the melted candy bars and squashed fruit were 
appreciated. It seemed that the meals, like many of 
the experiences in my life which I remember most 
vividly, have been enjoyed in such circumstances 
as these. 

I took one last look from this magnificent 
summit and tried to pack my memory with all that 
I wished to remember. For I knew that there 
would be many times in the future when I would 
struggle to recapture these precious moments. 
Perhaps I would even try later to recall these 
experiences to mind so that I could write of them. 
We set up our rappel and threw the rope over the 
side, watching it slither down the sheer side of the 
pinnacle. Then looking over my shoulder at the 
ground far below, I slid gently over the edge, 
spinning slowly down the rope like a spider 
winding his way down to the home that awaited 
him somewhere below. I paused for a moment in 
the middle of the rappel as the two swifts I had 
observed earlier sailed effortlessly above me on a 
sudden gust of wind. "Beautiful," I whispered to 
them. 

It would be dusk before we would be safely 
down. How great it will be, I thought to myself, to 
see our friends tonight, and to share with them all 
that has happened today. And yet somehow it 
didn't seem quite right, that except for our sun
burned faces and scraped hands, we would appear 
to our friends exactly like we did when we'd left 
that morning. Somehow that just didn't seem 
quite right. 

Summary 
The romantic and emotional appeal of a 

mountain climb recounted by someone new to 
technical climbing. 
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A 
p 
E 
s 
by Chris 
Parsons 

We were ski-moutaineering in the French Alps, 
anJ had traversed the Massif Je la Vanoise in one 
Jay, from the Refuge de la Dent Parachee. 
Although it had been hot, the snow had been 
reasonable and the skiing enjoyable. It should 
havebeenapleasantevening. Butitwasn't. Partly 
because the Refuge du Col de la Vanoise, or the 
part of it which was open, was heaving. Partly 
because the War Jen was less than encouraging. 
("Finish here. Go to Pralogon. Don't go on to 
Rosuol. The weather forecast is bad until after 
Easter. There are avalanches. Everyone finishes 
here".) Partly because a guide with a party of 15 
woke us up as soon as we dropped off("Here I put 
12 persons. Move up. Move ze sack. Move over. 
We 'ave more people to come". I wouldn't have 
minded had the rest of the hut been full, but it 
wasn't). But mainly because before dropping off! 
had been reading a magazine called Adventure 
Sports, or something similar. It consisteJ of a 
series of articles on such subjects as skiing, 
canoeing, hang-gliJing and climbing; and at the 
end of each article, written in bold type, was 
"Governing BoJy", followed by an aJdress. The 
clear implication was that all of these activities 
were properly controlled and directed, perhaps by 
a Government appointed boJy. You couldn'tjust 
go along and enjoy yourself - you diJ what you 
were told. So when I finally got to sleep, it was 
without the contentment which you normally 
associate with a long and successful day. 

I was talking to an old friend of mine, Ron 
James. In one guise or another, Ron had been 
teaching people to climb for nearly 30 years. His 
main motive haJ been to earn a living doing what 
he liked best, ie climbing. "I've given it up", he 
said. "Given what up?" said I, thinking of several 
possibilities, any one of which might loosely have 
been said to add to the stature of Ron as a 
responsible, sober, tax-paying citizen. "Teaching 
people to climb", saiJ Ron. "Since the UIM 
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adopted the Soviet permit proposal, you can't take 
anyone climbing until they have been passed out 
at the appropriate grade by the Governing BoJy". 

"But I used to start off beginners on VS if they 
could manage it. You sometimes had them on 
Extreme in a week or two." 

"Not any more. The Governing BoJy says that 
that is irresponsible." I reckon that the reason is 
that many of the government testers can only leaJ 
severe, and they Jon' t like the idea of beginners 
doing VS." We were interrupted by the noise ofa 
helicopter lanJing outside the hut. I peered out of 
the window. Three heavily-built uniformed men 
got out. They each had a badge, proclaiming 
APES in bold letters. 

"What's that stand for?" I asked. 
"Approved Park EducatoranJ Supervisor" said 

Ron. There was a loud knock on the door. · 
"What d'you want?" 
"Routine check. Open up." The LeaderstooJ in 

the Joorway. 
"You Mr Parsons?" he said. 
"What's that got to do with you?" 
"I have reliable information that you intenJ to 

proceed to Rosuol via the Epena ice-fall." 
"Yes. Why not?" 
"Because it's unauthorised, that's why not. 

What's that on the table?" 
"Prismatic compass". 
"You can't use that." 
"But sometimes you need . .. " 
"Look, mate. Don't argue. The Book says that 

it's unacceptable. So you don't need it, right? 
Same as the Book says you've got to keep your 
hands free, and we saw you on the riJgewithyour 
hands inyourpockets. Isthatyourroutecard?" He 
grabbed a small piece of paper. "What on 
earth . . . How Jo you expect anyone to understand 
this load of scribble?" 

"I don't expect anyone else to understand it. It's 
quite clear to me." 

"That's not the point. You got to use the 
authorised proforma. Tip his sack out, FreJ." FreJ 
tipped my sack out. First on the floor were my 
crampons. 

"When were these last sharpeneJ?" sai.d the 
Leader. 

"I don't know. A couple of years ago, I should 
think." FreJ duly made a note in his Official 
Governing BoJy notebook. His eye fastened on 
my climbing rope. I admit that it haJ seen better 
days, and that although it was now 310 feet long, it 
had starteJ off life at 300 feet. But for the sort of 
routes we were Joing on that trip, it was more than 
adequate. 

"Where's your MOT Certificate?" 
"I left it back in the van." 
"Oh, we've got a comedian here, have we? In 

case you diJn't know, every climbing rope has to 
have a Ministry of Tourism Test Certificate. Note 
it down, FreJ." "I suppose that if you hadn't had 
skis on toJay, you'd have glissaded down to the 
hut." 

"Too right," I said, eager to gain at least one 
credit point. 

"Typical: The Book says "Don't glissade." So 
you don't glissade, right? Now about this Rosuol 
trip." 

"Yes." 
"How do you think Number 15 would have felt 

this morning, ploJding up the glacier, if he'd 
known what you were planning? He was sweating 
away, almost keeling over. Not much fun, I can tell 
you." 

"But I enjoy it." 
"Enjoy it, huh?There'sanugatory attitude. It'll 

be the Thought Police for you, m'laJ. Jump in." 
And after a gentle thump on the head with the 
Official Governing BoJy Persuader, I was lifted 
into the chopper. 

I woke up in a sweat. It was time to go. It had 
only been a dream ... I hope. 



ON THE EDGE 
by Sue Giller 

"Hey! The haul line is stuck. I can't move. Can 
you free the rope?" 

"No . . . It's blown around the corner and 
become snagged. I'll have to rappel down to free it 
You'd better come back down." 

Fortunately I was only fifteen feet above the 
belay, so descending to the ledge was easily 
accomplished. Upon arriving at the small stance, I 
found Coral already setting up the rappel, 
muttering angrily to herself about wasting time 
and energy. I agreed : we both had known better 
than to leave the haul line and the lead rope 
hanging down with a stiff breeze blowing. 

A feeling of haste and annoyance developed as 
we finished rigging the rappel. After all, we still 
had three hard pitches to go and we wanted to get 
on with the climb while we were still psyched up 
for the difficult climbing ahead and before the 
afternoon thunderstorms developed. Having to 
fuss with tangled ropes seemed an unjust 
intrusion into our carefully laid plans. 

Coral busily tied the rope into the anchors, and 
told me she would rappel, free the rope, and then 
climb back up with a top belay from me. Iwasjust 
standing around, feeling confused by the speed of 
events, but I got the general drift of the plan. I 
figured I could get sorted out and improve my tie
in after Coral left the rappel. Meanwhile, I did 
what I was told. I had climbed all summer with 
Coral and knew her to be a competent, safe 
climber. I trusted her judgement impficitly. 

Coral was still talking when it happeneJ. She 
checked her brake system, leaned out on the rope 
and fell. 

For me, all of existence condensed into a few 
seconds which lasted an eternity, a vertical space 
which enclosed only two ropes and a falling body. 
I had time to calmly think "Her brake system failed 
but she's tied into the end of the rope and will be 
caught by that. But will she hit that ramp below 
first?" Coral's eyes, astonishment and disbelief 
reflected in them, briefly met mine, and then 
quickly receded. Even as I thought of it, she 
reached out and grabbed the haul-line in front of 
her and tried to hold on. I could see noticeable 
slowing ofher rate off all and doubted her ability to 
stop such afalf withonlyherhanJs. I accepted the 
fact that she would soon be dead, for I had 
belatedly realised that it was not the brake system 
which had failed, but the anchor. The rappel rope 
had come free from the carabiner and she and the 
rope were falling together. A quick glance at the 
anchors verified this, and I looked back down the 
wall, expecting to see her falling free onto the ramp 
far below, meanwhile planning how I could get to 
her quickly, dreadingthesightl would find there. I 
felt intense guilt that I had allowed this mistake to 
occur and was now absolutely helpless to correct 
it. 

But no! She was still hanging on to the haul-line 
and was even slowing down. Stopping. 

At this point, my mind shifted gears and the rest 
of the world returned to existence. It now seemed 
only natural that, while falling, someone should 
be able to grab a 9 mm rope, slide fifty feet down it 
on a vertical wall, and stop. My thoughts 

automatically turned to retreat - how to manage it 
safely, how to deal with the emotional shock we 
had received. "I almost died!" Coral cried after she 
stopped, and that was the only time that day either 
of us voiced our mutual thought. 

Coral's hands were badly burned, but before 
they stiffened up into unusable claws, she was able 
to undo the now useless lead rope from her rappel 
system and clip into the haul-line. She then swung 
around the corner to a lower belay stance and 
clipped in. 

I stood on my own ledge, unable to see Coral, 
praying she was together enough not to make a 
mistake. I was shaking and it required several 
minutes of deep-breathing to calm body and 
mind, for my job was just beginning and I knew I 
had to be thinking clearly. I had to rappel down to 
Coral on the haul-line, administer first aiJ if 
needed, and figure out how to get us both back 
down five pitches. Because my attention was 
focused on solving this logistical problem, and 
because of the feeling ofresponsibility for Coral's 
safety, I was able to push the preceding few 
minutes out of my mind. There were other things 
to worry about 

The retreat was full of anxiety for me. In my 
agitated state I was fearful of making a mistake and 
killing us both. Coral first tried to rappel with a 
belay, but it quickly became obvious that she 
could not handle the rappel rope because her 
hands were so painful and useless. I, therefore, 
lowered her to the next belay ledge and rappelled 
down after her. We followed this procedure all the 
way down. Fortunately, we were on an 
established route and the anchors were already set 
up. We were on the ground within an hour, and 
walked over to a group of spectators who were 
watching some climbers on another route and 
begged a ride to the hospital. We were safe. 

It was not until the next day that I fully realized 
how close to a tragedy the incident had been, how 
close to dying one of my best friends had come, 
how easily it could happen to any one of my 
friends or even mysel( I had always felt immune 
to this sort of self caused accident because I was 
very conservative and safety-conscious in my 
climbing philosophy and practice. Obviously, this 
immunity did not exist and I had to deal with a 
heightened awareness of my own mortality. It was 
several weeks before the image of Coral' s 
surprised face faded from my memory, but, 
almost a year later, I still have periodic flashes of 
unreasonable anxiety when rappelling or setting 
up a hanging belay. I have come to accept these 
feelings as a reminder ofmy fallibility and I am 
even more committed to controlling as many 
elements of a climb as possible. 

Why do these accidents happen? We had 
trained hard for this climb and were in good 
physical shape. Yet, on that particular day, we each 
had doubts about doing the climb which we did 
not mention because of our feeling of 
commitment to each other. These doubts were 
brought on by problems outside our climbing 
lives but which intruded radically upon our 
climbing mentalities. If, when faced with some-

Above: Coral Bowman on a no hands problem 
near Fort Collins. Photo: Giller. 

thing new and challenging, we always give in to 
self-doubts, nothing would ever be accomplished. 
Yet, it is important to understand one's emotional 
self and to recognize the times when small doubts 
or upsets become big enough to warrant a re
evaluation of plans. Because of this incident, I 
listen more closely to my inner feelings anJ am 
not as hesitant to say "Not today." 

Coral's hands have since healed with only faint 
scars, but I'm not sure if our emotional scars will 
ever completely heal. Is climbing worth it? I still 
climb; Coral does not, although the fall isonlypart 
of her reasons for retirement. And, while I hope to 
never have to undergo such an experience again, I 
feel that because of this incident, I have reached a 
better understanding within myself about why I 
climb. I feel a deeper personal commitment to 
climbing, as though a higher level of participation 
had been reached, and I try to enjoy more deeply 
the companionship of my partners and the time 
we share on a climb, for I now realize I might not 
have anothertimewith them - one of us might not 
be here tomorrow. 4'. 
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The Clean Hand Gang at Fairhead 
by Graham Desroy 
How to make friends and impress people 

Piss-wet through and still high on adrenalin 
from countless near misses with wet tarmac and 
oncoming cars, I rolled into the security shed at 
the Stranraer ferry terminal. 

"Is this your bike?" 
"Of course." 
"What's its number then?" 
"Er ... can't remember." 
"When does its tax expire?" 
"Pass." (Thinks: has it already expired?) 
"Got a licence for it?" 
"Well no, I lost it yesterday." 
"Have you any from ofl.D. ?" 
"Yes, I've got a, rather my, passport, it's in ... 

the ... bottom ofmy rucksac. Shit." 
"Get it out." 
One regurgitated sac later the brute was 

convinced that I was intelligent enough to 
remember my name and date of birth, but 
sufficiently dumb to be incapable of nicking the 
bike. 
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"Where are you going?" 
"Ireland." 
"Very clever, this ferry don't go anywhere else." 
"Fairhead, then." 
"And what's the big attraction there?" 

Ignorance is bliss 
The brutewasjustaboutas ignorant as I was on 

this matter. All I had was a rather ancient interim 
guide and a Michelin road map which didn't mark 
any roads smaller than motorways. However my 
following support team did have two copies of 
Crags, which mentioned the place, so things 
weren't that bad. 

As usual the advance party and support team 
cocked-up the rendezvous, until the delectable 
young lady in the Touroid office put things right 
and I was eventually located. 

"What's itlike then, G?" asked the eager faces to 
the seasoned Fairhead Guru who had walked 
along the bottom of the cliff the day before. 

"Well, I've got a stiff neck from looking up at it." 
"Any good lines? New routes?" 
"Well I suppose a couple of miles of 300ft 

vertical might just have a few. I rather fancy the 
girdle." 

Sarcasm was having the desired effect as ropes, 
hardware and bog paper were thrown into sacs 
with great haste. 

And so the cliff was revealed to the pestering 
brats. The response sounded just like a kid being 
given a six million dollar Kermit for Christmas. 
They had obviously been spoilt as the gasping and 

gurgling gave way to hysterical giggling and 
somewhat optimistic route spotting. It was going 
to be a good week. 

Salango, Cuchulain and Chips 
Martin and Nick disappeared along the cliff to 

amuse themselves with a route that turned out to 
be Cuchulain;a beautiful crack line that weaved its 
way up a shorter section of the cliff and that 
prompted a verdict of being, "a truly handsome 
undertaking," with Martin claiming the first lob of 
the week. Obviously a sad nut to rest on. 

Ami, Gordon and myself settled for the classic 
route Sa/ango - a route with many mainland 
connections - Braithwaite on the first ascent, 
Livesey on the first free ascent and- a certain 
national officerofthe B.M.C. stirring up a hornets 
nest on it byusinga million points of aid and a kilo 
of the white stuff on his ascent. Anyway the Good 
Boys did it properly and got a pat on our backs 
from the scrutinising eyes of the locals Emmett 
Goulding and his Bonington-like friend. (Funny 
uses they have for their eyes)who seemed like nice 
boys really. 

And the chips? Well it's an expensive way of 
making yourself ill. 



Wellies are wonderful (and so is Jesus) 
If you should ever be offered the use of the 

climbing hut at Fairhead then jump at the 
opportunity - it's a cheap roof. But beware: it's 
surrounded by cowshit and has no water. And 
where is the water? Beyond the cowshit, of course. 
So if you wish to avoid that unpleasant sensation 
of steaming semi-liquid seeping up between your 
toes, then take your wellies. 

On mentioning wellies, sheep and hence goats 
and strange perversions, a word must be said 
concerning the Ould Lam mas Fair, held annually 
at Ballycastle. This ancient trading Fair is yet 
another excuse for consuming vast quantities of 
Guinness, eating seaweed and stuffing the King of 
All Ireland on a platform 60 feet above the deck. 
King Puck, as he is known, is a goat. 

And Jesus? ... well drinking and religion are as 
good as married in Ireland and so it was not 
unusual at the Fair to find ourselves eating those 
revolting excuses for fish and chips and suddenly 
being surrounded by a vestry of God squaddies 
banging guitars and exuding Hallelujah and love 
all over our dinner. Moving in mysterious ways 
one of these youthful heavies moved in to save our 
souls, firstly by inviting us to a teetotal young 
peoples discussion group and secondly by trying 

Left: The Clean Hand Gang Flying Squad outside their 'hotel'. Leji to right 
Graham (Streaky Bacon) Desroy, Arni Strapcans, Gordon (Krishna) Jenkin, 
Martin Barrett, Nick Buckley. Centre: Strapcans leading the top pitch of 
Salango (£4) seconded by Gordon Jenkin. Right: D. McMullan and Mick 
Mills on theflrst pitch of Am Bealach Runda (HVS). Sirrocco (E !)finishes up 
the obvious chimney-groove above. 

the instant conversion treatment. The treatment 
raged on and on; decisions between heaven, hell 
and climbing, Nirvana, Hesse and Kant, and the 
enigma of King Puck. Arni, poker faced and with 
twisted tongue, managed to make her smile and 
slander her at the same time; Gordon elucidated 
on meditation and how to transcend up five foot 
ultimate roof problems at Avon; Martin came 
across as the idealistic art student who wears a 
donkey jacket and scarf-which he is; and Nick and 
myself were cast countless times into flaming hells 
as we choked helplessly with laughter and half 
chewed chips. Anyway all good times come to an 
end and the next day all that remained of the Fair 
was a sea of litter and a fleet of lorries which 
apparently were carrying tons of vomit away for 
some recycling process. 

Climbing the obvious lines 
Two lines were to fall. Both five star routes. 

Both on a par with some of the Caley Crag classics! 
Both of which took a day to clean. 

It has been said that the abseiling at Fairhead is 
neckier than the climbing. Personally I think it's a 
close run competition, but certainly after 
spending a few hours at the end of a 300ft 9mm 
rope which inexplicably slips a foot or two from 

time to time, and Krabs "snapping" over each 
other as you swing and sweat to remove monster 
trundles, then nerves become pretty frayed. 

Nick and Martin's new route, The Vandals (El 
Sb, Sa) is easily located due to the presence of the 
moon-like craters below it which they created 
during the cleaning operation. The line of the 
route starts up some fine choss to gain a long pod
cum-groove which reaches up to the top. 
Climbing this groove is analogous to rape; trying 
to enter something that just don't want to be 
entered. Three hours and 190ft later smiles 
indicated that the perversion had been worth it. 

Our route on the other hand was merely a 300ft 
tight fit. A beautiful corner of virginity driving 
forcibly upwards for 250ft before a roof forces 
coitus interruptus. The initial groove/corner goes 
with fine laybacking to reach a small stance, which 
is ignored. From here on the climbing starts in 
earnest, ludicrous bridging to slot precariousjams 
under a mini roof, and with a disappearing layback 
crack to reach the first stance. 

Now being third man and photographer, I had 
the advantage of watching from my 300 umbilical 
cord, Arni and Gordon's methods fortacklingthis 
initial problem. What I saw I did not like; Arni 
with fist flying into unobliging jams and Gordon 
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Right & Centre: the line o/Wallof Prey(250ft 
E4,6a,5b!c). A stance was taken at the base of 
the upper groove. The colour photo shows 
Strapcans tackling the crux, details of which 
can be seen in the small photo below. 

laybacking on large flakes which kept dropping 
off. Too soon, too soon I was faced with the 
problem in reality. 

In situations like this, one has to adopt "The 
Procedure". Mentally climb it, prove its only 3aon 
the climbing wall, breathe deep, rub spit on EBs 
until optimum tackiness is achieved, adjust head
band and then wonder why you don 't use chalk. 
As usual nerves and synapses short circuited, and 
so with fist flying, no style and with more flakes 
committing suicide I arrived at the stance with my 
usual poise. 

The corner above was imposing, winding 
upwards and outwards through another small 
roof and dead straight up the 100ft corner. Being 
third man is lonely and unethical thoughts 
plagued my mind; I could just jumar without 
being seen; I could just untie and jump etc. etc. ad 
nauseam. However being an endangered species I 
didn't and just fought off extinction all the way. 
The crack is perfectly tailored so as to be too 
narrow for jams, the whole length ofit going on 
knuckle wrenching, cool-sapping enjoyment. The 
finish is pure bliss, a series of endearing exposed 
moves out left on a layback flake and an 
agoraphobic little wall to finish . The route is 
Dark Forces and is pretty worthwhile. 

Interlude 
A day off. West to Southern Ireland. Object to 

check out a supposedlyunclimbable 700ftsea cliff
Dunaff Head. It is. A crazy day: wrong turnings 
into army barracks in Londonderry, border 
guards arrived with ice creams, gypsies begging 
everywhere, suicidal sea stack bouldering, 
deserted coasts, waving peasants, barking dogs, a 
Greek meal and a fortune lost at a seaside fair. 
Mindless but necessary. 

Noses to grindstone 
Two days left and Wall of Prey. When you 

descend Ballycastle descent gully your eyes are 
inexorably drawn right to a vast wall , bristling with 
overhangs and ghastly steepness. A wall of total 
commitment. To climb it would be a rich prize. 

A couple of abseils and a rough line had been 
drawn out of the blankness. Enough to leave Ami 
on to clean whilst the rest of us engrossed our
selves on the established classics and scared 
ourselves stupid soloing some of the "easier" 
routes. By the end of the day all was ready. The 
route was clean. 

The big day dawned ominously - windy and 
wet. After six days of perfect weather we had never 
considered this eventuality. Surely we couldn't be 
robbed on our last day with our intentions now 
locally known? To find, clean and leave the line to 
others would be unbearable. Mid-day and 
optimism was back with us. Cold, windy but dry. 
In halfan hourthestagewasset. Ami poised in his 
starting blocks, Gordon belaying to the left on one 
rope, Nick on the right with the other rope in case 
falling overhangs sliced a rope. Martin settled 
down in a somnolent posture to watch and I was 
threatened with death ifmyhappysnappies didn't 
come out. let the show begin. 

The initial groove had looked easy and so 
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hadn' t been well cleaned. Showers of rocks and 
lichen indicated a mistake. The groove was hard 
and poorly protected, and the moves out right 
onto the rib and up to the overhangs looked 
worse. A peg and a Friend in the roof reduced the 
seriousness. The next moves were to be the crux: 
through the overhangs and up a hangingarete for 
30ft until the angle relented slightly. Time and 
attempts passed and still no luck. A considered 
point of aid was shouted down by the vultures 
below. A final unlikely contorsion of the human 
body somehow cracked the roof. The arete went 
and the first stance established. Four hours, 120ft 
and 6A Gordon tentatively followed. It was a race 
against time. Much fighting and gibbering later 
the aforementioned was up. Only the top pitch left 
which had to be easier. It was,just. Again a poorly 
protected 60ftgroove presented the difficulty. The 
top of it, still 70ft short of the top provided a 
dilemma - two cracks. Which was the easier. 
Which would go. Stagnation set in as a tired mind 
failed to commit to either. And then success. Ami 
flew off. That was the necessary incentive. The 
final hard moves led to the easier loose rock near 
the top. Rain started to fall. Dusk stealthily crept 
in. A frantic race up the last 20ft and it was done. 

All that remained was Gordon. The rock turned 
bright green with rain. Hal fan hour later a wet and 
bedraggled Gordon emerged at the top onjumars. 
A cold trudge back through the mire to the hut was 
the reward. Smug egotistical remarks in the hut 
log was the consolation. 

The final verdict 
This crag must hold more possibilities than any 

other in the British Isles. It was like discovering 
Cloggywhen you can only lead Diff, the difference 
being that we could only climb extreme. The lines 
flaunt themselves for two miles of up to 300ft 
vertically. The rock? A sill of dolerite/basalt which 
looks solid but beware on the new lines. The 
weather? Bad (except for our week) and nQt 
helped by the crag facing north. Ethics? Don't use 
chalk, the hardest has been done without. Mis
givings? Writing this article and so publicising the 
forgotten crag. Solace? Why should the Irish have 
it to themselves. 

Summary 
A personal account of the ascent of three hard 

new climbs at Fairhead, Northern Ireland. 





The sequence shows Gordon Jenkin following 
thefirst pitch of Dark Forces (300ft, £3, 5c5c, 4c) 
and Arni Strapcans leading the top 100ft 5c 
corner crack which is mostly too small or too 
large/or handjams. The photo-montage below 
shows the central section of Fairhead main cliff 
The lines of Dark Forces and the Vandals 
(190ft, El,5b,5a)aremarked. Most of the main 
lines on this 300ft high section are still un
climbed. All photographs by Graham Desroy. 
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INSIDE 
THEARENA 
by Glen Randall 
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It's easy for a climbing area as highly developed 
as Eldorado Canyon State Park in Colorado to 
stagnate. Climbers come and repeat the same 
chalked and rated routes that have seen a hundred 
ascents and eventually drift away thinking there's 
nothing left to do. Yet even in an arena as crowded 
as Eldorado, there are always a few talented 
individuals who find ways to be creative. This is 
the story of some of those people and the best of 
the new routes they have climbed in the last three 
years. 

Shortly after the famous 20ft runout on Jules 
Verne was climbed, Roger Briggs pointed out an 
even more audacious continuation. Climb the 
Jules Verne crux, he said, then, rather than 
traversing off, continue straight up on even 
steeper face-climbing to join the second pitch of 
the Naked Edge. In the spring of 1976 Briggs did 
just that, creating a pitch with four sustained 
cruxes in a row. He named it Lene's Dream and 

rated it "somewhere between 5.9 and 5. 12". The 
route epitomized what Briggs thought free
climbing ought to be: a mental challenge as well as 
a physical one, withscantyprotectionandintricate 
moves, climbed without falls. Lene's Dream was 
the last new route Briggs did in Eldorado. He 
turned his attention after that to the high altitude 
granite of the Rockies, a less crowded stage where 
he felt more at home. 

Clever Lever is a climb of opposite character: a 
bolt-protected 12ft roof at the base ofRedgarden 
Wall. The large but well-spaced holds have 
tantalized a host of good climbers including 
Henry Barber, Jim Dunn, Max Jones, Mark 
Hudon and John Bragg. All have failed. 
Ironically, the first ascent in September, 1976, 
went to Greg Lowe, a once-active climber who 
had not climbed in overnine months and who had 
done only a dozen roped pitches in the previous 
five years. He tried the route one day in his tennis 

shoes, fell twice, and decided it was feasible. When 
he returned the next day it was raining and the 
finishing holds were dripping water. Lowe 
climbed it on his first try. 

''I'd rate ita moderatelyeasyboulderproblem," 
he said. "It's not much of a climb. I'm not really 
happy about it. Ifl'd been climbing some I think I 
could have done it without falls. It was just some
thing I could visualise trying because I didn't have 
my protection ability together at all." 

Clever lever has continued to intrigue visiting 
climbers, including Californian John Bachar. On 
the crux move Bachar's feet swung wildly, almost 
ripping his hands from the holds. An unprepared 
belayer and a snug rope slowed the swing and 
helped him hang on - had they? Eager to claim a 
"pure" second ascent, Bachar decided to find out if 
he had really needed the rope by making the 
conclusive test: climb it without one. 

Bachar returned to the route alone. On the crux 

Left: Jim Collins leading Lene's Dream. Phoro 
Glenn Randall. Centre: John Horn in rhe midsr 
of1hecru.xmovesof7he Wisdom. Ph01ographer 
Glenn Randall knows exacl/y how ii f eels, he 
made 1he second ascenl a week qfier John 
Bacharclimbed ii. Pho10 by Bob Barron. Right: 
John Horn leading /he crux lhird pi1ch q[The 
Wisdom, one qf 1he phoros 1ha1 Randall 100k. 
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Above Centre: Jim Collins leading the fourth 
free ascent of the Psycho roof Steve Wunsch 
made the.first free ascent in 1975. Collins has 
repeated his method, which uses a different set 
of holds, twice. Note the contorted reach
through move required to reach the lip. 
Left: Jim Collins leading the Wisdom Roof, 
first led free by An Higbee in 1975. The leader 
must practically climb the roof 2½ times: once 
to get the protection, once to reach the lip, and 

half again the distance traversing at the lip with 
a heel hooked to reach the holds to pull over. 
Right: Jim Collins attempting Cinch Crack, a 
route which had not been repeated when this 
a11icle was wrilfen. Below Centre: Jim Collins 
leading the third ascent of Clever Lever. Toward 
the end of the roof even an alert belayermay not 
be enough to prevent the leader from hilling the 
ground, as the holds no longer follow the line of 
bolts. Photos by Glenn Randall. 



Right: This pho10 was 1ake11 ji-0111 !he lip of 
Psycho roof as Jim Collins at1emp1ed it. The 
chalked bucket in the upperrigh1-hand corner is 
rhehold at the lip that marks the end oft he crux. 
John Bragg was attempting to lunge from the 
hold Jim Collins has with his right hand clear to 
the chalked bucket. Far right: Jim Collins 
examines the crux qf Genesis. Getting both f eet 
ojj' the .flake for more than a second stumped 
everyone unril John Braggfigured our a way in 
August, 1978. Bragg was unable to do the 
higher moves, however. Jim Collins is 
at1emp1ing rhe desperate moves required to get 
bothfeet qffthe large.flake. The pho10 was taken 
during one qf Collins' attempts to repeat 
Genesis, all qf which have/ailed. Collins made 
!he .first (and on!y)free ascenr in May, 1979. 
Photos by Glen Randall. 

his feet swung again, uncontrollably. He 
discovered that the rope had helped, by landing 
with a crunch from 15ftupand bouncing down the 
slabs at the base. A pair of nearby climbers, who 
had not noticed Bachar before, saw him land and 
thought to their horror that he had fallen all the 
way from the upper ramp 200ft above. They stared 
amazed as Bachar dusted himself off, apparently 
only scraped and bruised. 

"My God, are you all right?'' they asked. Bachar 
nodded slowly. 

"I'm just a little dazed," he said, and wandered 
off down the talus. When Bachar returned to the 
route again he brought a rope and a forewarned 
belayer. 

Bachar wisely took an alert belayer for his 
attempts on The Wisdom as well. The 
spectacular Wisdom roof had already been done. 
All that remained was a smaller roof just above, 
which had frustrated all attempts. When Bachar 
too failed there in October, 1977, he turned his 
attention to a fresh possibility I Oft to the right, one 
that he had always avoided because "It looked so 
flaky and loose". "I'm basically chickenshit," he 
said. 

Bachar traversed over to the variation and 
examined the overhanging bulge with a small arch 
that lay above. After much thought, hecommitteJ 
himself. 

"I got into the arch and really freaked out," he 
said. "I kept grabbing the wrong nut off the rack. 
Finally I got a three stopper in halfway." Bachar 
grabbed the nut as his strength fled and lowered 
back beneath the bulge. If the stopper had pulled 
he would have gone at least 30ft. 

"It really scared me the first time," he said. "I 
wasgoingto rate it5.12. Second try, though, when 
I succeeded, I didn't even get pumped." After 
talking with his partner, Jeff Lowe, Bachar 
decided to rate it "only" 5.11. 

October, 1977, also saw the first free ascent of 
Cinch Crack by John Bragg. Neither a cinch, nor, 
for that matter, a crack climb except for one move, 
the route is actually a large roof of ferocious 
difficulty. Bragg fell between 30 and 50 times over 
the course of three years before succeeding. To 
date no one else has devoted enough time to 
repeat the route, or been good enough to do it 
faster. Appropriately, Bragg rated the climb as a BI 
or B2 boulder problem rather than a fifth-class 
lead. 

The Psycho roof is another climb where a 
bouldering rating may be more appropriate than a 
fifth class one. Steve Wunsch made the first free 
ascent in 197 5 after many falls . A short time later 
Dave Breashears attempted to repeat the route 
and broke off a large and crucial flake. He was so 
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frustrated he returned to the route with the broken 
flake and a bottle of glue, threatening half
seriously to glue the flake back on. The flake 
proved too badly shattered to replace it. 
Breashears lost interest and for several years the 
route was considered physically impossible. 

Then in July, 1978, Jim Collins, another 
gymnast to apply gymnastic training methods to 
hard climbs, began to work on the roofusinga set 
of holds about five feet from those Wunsch used. 

"The first time I tried it I got my feet to the lip," 
Collins said. "I was trying to let go of this under
cling, swing out with my toe hooked over the 
bucket at the lip, then reach through and grab the 
lip as I went by. I almost made it, too." 

After Collins took three or four falls, John 
Bragg gave it a try. A few attempts convinced him 
he didn't have the strength to use that sequence of 
holds. 

"I was up there and I had to do something," 
Bragg recalls. Collins tells us what happend next 
this way: "Bragg got both hands out on a hold 

about three feet short of the lip and asked for five 
feet of slack. 'What?' I said. 'Slack, come on, hurry 
up, I'm getting tired.' Then I realized what he was 
going to do. He's six foot three and 185 pounds 
and he was going to jump for the lip. I gave him the 
slack and he leaped out backwards, both hands off 
the rock. I saw these little chalk marks where his 
fingers had hit about a foot short and then he did 
this upside down swan dive and somersault into 
the rope. I got slammed up against the roof and 
pulled halfway through the belay carabiners. John 
swung back in laughing and said, 'Boy, you 
should have seen your face' ." · 

After Collins went up on the climb the first time 
and saw what he had to do, he set about training 
the specific muscle groups he needed by devising 
' buildering' problems on the University of 
Colorado campus. Collins began working out 
regularly on some stone archs that resembled the 
Psycho roof. He named them the Psychometrics 
problems. 

"It's just like pumping iron," Collins said. 



"Even on my first attempt, when I knew I couldn;t 
do it, I tried it several more times just to get those 
muscles really tired. Psycho's bouldering - but it's 
hard bouldering. It's harder than anything I've 
done on Flagstaff (a well-developed bouldering 
area just outside Boulder). I'd rate it Bl+ or 82." 
Collins succeeded in August, 1978. 

Collins took the training methods he used on 
Psycho to almost obsessive limits on Genesis, a 
long-standing Eldorado problem and one which 
pre-occupied Collins for many years. 

"When I first walked into the Canyon in 9th 
grade the Naked Edge and Genesis were the climbs 
that caught my eye," Collins said. "When 
someone asked me in 10th grade what my goals in 
climbing were I told them I wanted to free-climb 
Genesis someday. My girl friend gave me a little 
silver necklace that said Genesis on it. I almost 
envisioned it as my pitch." 

Collins climbed the first pitch in 1976 and 
started working on the crux second pitch in 1977. 
"I got nowhere," he recalls. 

Then in August, 1978, John Bragg, who had 
also worked on the route for many years, did the 
desperate moves off the flake that mark the 
beginning of the hard climbing and got all the way 
to the last really hard move. Using Bragg's 
sequence, Collins too got off the flake. 

"I really got close," Collins recalls. "I had 
baskally done the crux move but I hadn't gotten 
established above it, and I tore a tendon out and 
fell . Then on the day before I had to go back to 

school in California I tried it again. 1 knew I was 
going to do it, I just felt really good. Then I broke a 
crucial foothold off doing the move offthe flake. It 
completely changed the character of the move. By 
the time I figured out another sequence I was too 
tired to do the upper moves. I was so frustrated I 
was even going to fly back on a weekend to do 
Genesis. I was saving my money for it, and I'd 
picked a date - October 20. But I just couldn't 
afford it." 

"I really trained for the climb back in California. 
I built a "Genesis machine" out of buildering 
problems. I wanted to be able to do hard move 
after hard move after hard move. I named one of 
them the Genocide traverse. It has five parts that 
are as hard as Genesis connected with 5.11 
traverses. There's a 15ftroofinthemiddleandthe 
rests are on 5.10 holds. The whole thing is about 
200ft long. lttook me six weeks of four-six hours a 
day to put the whole thing together. I got blisters 
on my fingers from 'buildering' so much. At one 
point I even carried a needle in my teeth so I could 
drain the blisters in the middle of the traverse." 

"I just couldn't get Genesis out of mind after 
getting so close then leaving to go back to school. I 
dreamed about it five or six times a week. I even 
dreamed once that I got up over the crux and there 
were all these big loose blocks. The only thing that 
saved me was that Layton Kor was there clutching 
a block between his knees so I could pull around 
the corner!" 

Collins came back to Boulder in May, 1979, and 

finally succeeded. He has since returned to the 
climb twice in an effort to repeat it and failed both 
times, failing, in fact, to do even the initial hard 
moves off the flake. Collins has raised the 
question of whether Genesis could be the first 83 
done on the lead in the country. The B rating 
system, which was created by John Gill, is notjust 
a measure of difficulty. A 83 rating would be 
applied to a problem that has only been done once 
and that even the man who did the first ascent 
cannot repeat. Collins' flippant new name for 
Genesis, "God's Golden Hour of Power," began 
to take on added overtones after his failure to 
repeat the route. 

As bouldering both with a rope, as on Genesis, 
and without one is pushed further and further, it 
seems possible that climbs will be created where 
every variable - concentration, desire, technique 
and strength - must peak at the same instant for 
success to be possible. Such combinations may 
occur so rarely that they coincide with the 
presence of a climber on the climb only once, 
leading to the creation of a nearly unrepeatable 
route. Though Genesis is almost certainly not in 
that league, the hardest climbs of the future may 
well be. 

Summary 
A first hand account of the extreme limits of 

current rock climbing in Eldorado Canyon, 
Colorado. 
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Left & above: the Wes! face of Arna Dab/am. 
The line of ascen1 and descen/and 1hesi1eof1he 
accidem are marked. Pho/Os: English. 

MERV ENGLISH from New Zealand 
had a tragic introduction to Himalayan 
climbing when his party of four were 
struck by an avalanche on the West Face 
whilst attempting the first ascent. His 
story tells of the epically long moments 
when the avalanche struck. 
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SIDE 

Right & above: theSouthfaceof Arna Dab/am. 
With the /ineqf ascent marked. The South ridge 
is the /~ft skyline. Photos: J~ff Lowe. 

JEFF LOWE from Colorado had a happy 
experience when he climbed the South 
Ridge of Arna Dablam (22,493ft) and 
returned to solo the South Face. Both 
these climbs were new routes and his 
story tells of a bold, successful trip. 
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Above: Moments before the accident; Ken Hyslop climbing, Geoff Ga bites below. 

A Fevv Moments 
by Merv English 

It was beautiful up here. It must have struck us 
both about the same time, for the conversation 
slowly stopped. We were just staring at the mile 
after mile of peaks. All ofitwas completely new to 
us both. A gentle curiosity to see it all from close 
quarters comes, but I spoil the silence by asking 
Ken how we could raise money for half a dozen 
trips. He doesn't have the answers and chatters on 
as he climbs to the end of his rope. Phrases like 
"this has been the best climbing of my life" and 
"tomorrow we're going to get there" were flowing 
out of him. Half of me was still occupied with the 
surroundings, so it took a moment or two to 
realize he was very happy and almost tranquil. 
Perhaps that should have been a warning, for the 
day before all four of us seemed driven by a 
nervous tension. Maybe it was just the oppressive 
closed in atmosphere the lower part of the climb 
had, or perhaps a strong drive had built up over the 
months of planning and was now finding a 
release. Whatever it was had settled and the cold 
determined, detached look had gone from Ken'; 
face. 

* * * * 
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About the time -he reaches the end of the rope 
there's a thunderous boom, followed by a 
continuing roar. I stare in total disbelief at the ice 
blocks, massive ones, curling through the air 
directly above us. As they get closer they break up. 
This can't be happening. There is a yell from 
below and I leap off the small rock spike and try to 
hide behind it. Out of the cornerof my eye I can see 
Ken lie against the ice, clutching his axe. As the 
blocks start coming over me, I still can't believe it. 
Several big ones hit my back and the pain brings 
reality. The blocks are scraping the outside of my 
helmet,jolting my head, each one worse than the 
last. They bounce off my back and then continue 
their violent path. The suddeness of the violence is 
terrifying. "You're not going to survive this," goes 
through the head, but Icut the thought out almost 
before I've finished thinking it. There's an 
enormous jolt on the rope which I'm holding Pete 
on. As lstruggleto hold him, a verybigblockhitsa 
shoulder-blade. I can't hold the rope anymore. 
The pressure pulling me down and the 
pummelling is enormous. I wonder if the body 
can endure any more. Harnesses and slings are 
cutting into my body. Skin is tearing and limbs 
seem to be being squeezed off. The whole world 
slips suddenly. My hand is through the Karabiner 
clipped into a small hexentrie, the cord has to be 
cut. After an inch, or maybe two, the world stops 
again on a sling over the rock spike. From some
where way down inside, the primeval fight starts 
rising. I manage to get the hand out of the krab and 
over the sling to protect it. I start struggling against 
the pressure pulling me down. It's almost an 
anger. The pressure eases. Then it stops. 

There is absolutes and complete silence. My 
body is no longer in the hammer mill. Snow fills 
my glasses. I struggle to get upright and a message 
of pain is coming through from a leg. I don't really 
feel it though. The mind is trying to take in so 
many things and is in a world ofits own. With no 
help from me it works through each fact. I take the 
glasses off to clean them and call out to Ken. He 
doesn't answer and I don't look. I know he'll be 
gone. I seem to be in three pieces. A body which is 
trying to tell a brain that itis hurting. A brain that is 
preoccupied, trying to cope with the facts and 
understand them. The third part is just existing, 
it's life itself. The brain goes on doing things 
automatically on its own. It checks the belay. Sees 
my watch in the folds of clothing. The strap's 
broken. An aching body is brought into action to 
put the watch into a pocket, I don't know why, but 
the brain has some reason. It starts a check of the 
body. A hip is sore. A hand rubs the hip and finds a 
broken holster and an iceaxe gone. That holster 
was made of¼ inch thick leather. Reality is slowly 
coming back. The brain is trying to bring the three 
parts together into a functioning being again. The 
process is slow, as if the brain knows it can't take 
too much at once. The pain is makingitselffeltand 
the check of the body continues. A leg is next and 
somehow the rope has hitched around it and a 
pack hanging on the belay. The rope disappears 
below a rock bulge forty feet lower. I try to lift the 
rope to free the leg, but there is an enormous 
weight on it. With a shock I remember the other 
two and call out to Pete. There is no answer. Geoff 
is no longer on his belay stance either. As the total 
aloneness starts to come, the brain skillfully takes 



Right: Peter Hillary descending by 'Flying Fox '. 
Hillary had a broken arm and damaged ankle. 
Photos: English. 

over again. Ideas begin to flow; go down the face 
or push the last bit to the ridge and hopefully find 
the old American fixed rope. All energies are 
concentrating on working out how much gear is 
left. The brain seems to understand that the only 
way to stay alive is to keep thinking. In the distance 
there is an intrusion and it takes a moment to 
register. It's someone screaming. 

I call Pete's name and Geoff answers. The 
screaming has been replaced with the pitiful, 
heart-tearing moaning of great pain. Pete calls out 
and I realize my struggle with the rope is causing 
the pain. It takes a few moments to set the belay up, 
so I lean out enough to satisfy the overpowering 
need to see the others. They are hanging on the 
end of the forty-five metre rope, somehow tangled 
together. Where the rope disappears over the 
bulge, the sheath is gone completely and there 
seems to be a few strands of the core sticking out as 
well. I warn them about it. We exchange a few 
words, telling each other whatstate we're in. I only 
halflisten after a few sentences, the first thing is to 
get free and get down to them. A wave of nausea 
clouds in and I realize I'm probably a bit 
concussed. A Scoutmaster from years ago is 
giving a lecture on the signs and symptoms of 
concussion. He's standing in front of a small 
blackboard, addressing the troop - "recovery may 
be accompanied by nausea and vomiting". It's a 
very vivid picture. The brain seizes the word 
"recovery" from his statement. There's hope 
about that word, the condition must be 
improving, but keep an eye on it. End of problem 
and on with the next. Time has no relevance; it's 
solving each problem as it comes up that is 
important. Back struggling with the rope and one 
jumar, trying to lift the others enough to free the 
caught leg. The voices from below are saying 
hurry up, but also abusing me for jerking the rope 
and causing more pain. Brutally I yell down that it 
can't be helped and I' ll be as quick as I can. 
Sentiment is of little value in a chess game. The 
coldness of the mind shocks me. 

Ijumar down the tight rope to the others, it is in 
a hideous condition and one cut is extremely bad. 
There is nothing that can be done about it at 
present, so there is no point in worrying. Pete's 
hand is at totally the wrong angle. He is talking 
about his injuries. From the waist down he has no 
feeling. His chest hurts badly. Geoff is holding 
one of his own arms. These are facts, this is reality. 
I accept it without emotion. My internal 
conversations have gone and the cold acceptance 
no longer shocks me. If you think about the wrong 
things then you will not survive. The second rope 
disappears below a bulge. !tis in a worse condition 
than the first. A little later I climb down it, towards 
Ken, towards more facts. 

Three days later, as the helicopter flies over a 
crevasse, Ken's grave beneath the face, I start 
weeping. 

Summary 
The thoughts of a climber struck by an 

avalanche. 
Merv English, GeoffGabites, Pete Hillary and 

Ken Hyslop were attempting the unclimbed West 
Face of Arna Dablam. Hyslop lost his life in the 
avalanche; Hillary received as yet unhealed 
damage to his arm; Ga bites was burnt to the bone 
by the rope and English severely injured. 

The accident is reported in Mountain 71, pl 4. 
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Work 
and Play 
by Jeff Lowe 

On April 22, 1979, eight climbers and camera
men reached the top of Arna Dablam (22,494ft) 
and on the 24th, two more made the crest of what 
is considered the most beautiful peak in Nepal. 
The 1979 American Arna Dab lam Expedition had 
succeeded in making the second ascent of the 
mountain and in documenting the climb for our 
sponsor, the American Broadcasting Company. 

Why then, as we slid down our fixed ropes from 
Camp 3 into the rising afternoon clouds, was I 
feeling so unsatisfied? 

The answer to that could be found in the yellow 
strand of polypropylene rope which slid through 
my rappel rig on the long descent of the ice gullies 
and granite towers of the South Ridge. We had 
fixed those ropes to facilitate the movement of 
cameras, gear, food, and people. For three weeks I 
enjoyed a wonderful job with great people, but in 
modern climbing terms I could only view our ,, 
siege as a non-event. ,,__,.ur-

During the descent, the dramatic sweep of the 
South face, which is near the right-hand skyline in 
the famous view of the mountain from 
Thyangboche, attracted my attention and became 
the object of a long held fantasy about soloing a 
technically difficult new route on a major 
Himalayan peak. Intimidating as the South Face 
was, it seemed to me an appropriate testing 
ground for my unproven theories of rapid, 
unencumbered movement. At the time I was 
feeling extremely fit, confident, and well 
acclimatised, thanks to my recent "job". Why not 
climb the South Face now? 

I was alone on the mountain. The others were 
all either down at Base, or else had already begun 
to trek out. I was sleeping in a frosty little tent that 
had been.left up at Camp 1. It was the 30th, the last 
day of April. 

The Baby Ben rang at 1.00 am, blasting me 
awake into a cold, dark world. A groggy peek out 
the tent door revealed a starry sky and a Milky way 
as well defined as the first swirl of cream in a cup of 
coffee. The weather gods thereby decreed that 
today I should climb, nevermind my doubts, 
which banded together seductively, urging me not 
forsake the warmth of my Polarguard bag. 

I procrastinated over breakfast as long as 
possible. By headlamp I lit a special stove that 
hung from the ridge-pole. I brewed and drank a 
full quart and a half of tea, and ate a half-pound of 
cheese with a bag of freeze-dried eggs. Such ~ 

excesses were prompted by the knowledge that 
this would be my last food and drink for the day. 

To prevent overheating caused by the 
unceasing effort of climbing alone, I dressed only 
in a stretch cross-country ski suit, Superlight 
boots, and wool hat and gloves. Into my pack went 
am pile jacket, extra wool mittens, Gore-Tex over
clothing, Gore-Tex bivouac sack in case of 
emergency, a 9mm x 150ft perlon rope, three rock 
pitons, two ice pitons, and a couple of carabiners. 

My plan, which I had convinced myself was not 
pure madness, was to climb the whole face in a 
day, and descend to our old Camp 3 on the South 
Ridge, where another tent remained, as well as a 
stove, food and fuel. 
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Just before three o'clock I crawled out into the 
five-degree morning. Shivering with more than 
cold, I donned crampons and picked up my ice axe 
and north wall hammer from the corner ofthe tent 
platform which had been excavated from the 
snow below the ridge-crest. Soon the beam ofmy 
head torch was glinting off a slope of sastrugi and 
stones. I had begun the descending traverse that 
would bring me to the bottom of the wall . .. 

Dawn crept grinning over Nepal like a Cheshire 

cat on the prowl. Mountains which had been 
invisible in the darkness became once more their 
solid selves perched in the sky above the deep 
Sherpa villages. I was half-way up the face. Two
thousand feet of steepening snow and thinly iced 
rock slabs stretched below me to the southern 
glacier, which had now been be-whiskered with 
clearly etched crevasses. Uncharacteristically, 
clouds were already rising out of the river valleys. 

The strain of six continuous hours of in-



Left: Geoff Lowe at base camp before climbing 
the South face. Taweche in the background 
Photo: Greg Lowe. Right: The centre of the 
South/ace seen from the South ridge. Below: 
The traverse from Camp One, lower right hand 
corner, to the main/ace. Photos: Geoff Lowe. 

creasingly Jelicate climbing had begun to tear at 
the muscles of my calves and cause my brain to 
scream for relaxation. My whole being begged for 
an end to the torment. But the ice, though now it 
was thick and not just a veneer over rock as it had 
been below, was so brittle that great effort was 
required to get a purchase with axe or crampons. 
Large dinner-plates scuttled down into the void 
with each kick or swing. I hadn't the time or energy 
to chop a resting place in the obstinate stuff. 

Above loomed the crux of the climb: a 700ft 
section of nearly vertical rock whose only 
weakness was a sort of ramp composed of ice
filled chimneys and snow-choked corners. I 
reached the bottom of this headwall just in time to 
have the world shut from view by swirling mist 
and snow. Strangely this new problem had the 
effect of inspiring me anew to the magnificent 
challenge which I now had no choice except to 
meet. At the first rock was a tiny ledge with a crack 
above which took a piton. Tied to this anchor, I 
wiggled into my storm suit. 

From the ledge I started off up an eighty-five 
degree chimney, shoulder-wide and bulging with 
ice. I belayed this pitch, and a slightly easier one 
above by passing an end of the rope through the 
eye of the piton anJ securing both ends to my 
waist. When the doubled rope pulled taut, it was 
necessary to untie from one end and pull it 
through the piton, to free the rope for use higher 
up. After twice performing this manouevre, it 
became obvious that time would not permit 
continuing in this manner, so the rope went back 
into the pack, and I climbed on unfettered. 

For hundreds of feet progress was achieved by 
the slimmest of margins. A crampon point was 
hooked on a quarter-inch excrescence of rock, or 
the pick of the axe was wedgeJ into a crack while 
the north wall hammer was stuck into a patch of 
hollow ice. At one particularly unnerving point, a 
boss of sugary snow had to be shinnied like a tree 
trunk. Each move had first to be worked out 
mentally, then precisely executed. 

The intense technical problems of the head
wall were at last behind. All was now white. 
The summit had ceased to be a goal. Only the 
storm had meaning, and the snow that rose in 
front of me at arms' length. Concentration 
continued to be absolute, for it was hard to 
distinguish between mountain and maelstrom. It 
would have been easy to step off onto a cloud of 
oblivion, what with eyelashes glued with ice anJ 
spindrift flowing in a continuous sheet of four 
inches thick. 

And then quite unexpectedly the rush of snow 
pouring down the slope slowed, though the storm 
continueJ unabated. I found myself having to 
lean farther and farther over to stick my tools into 
the snow, until soon I was almost crawling. The 
realization came suJdenly. I stood upright and 
staggered the last few feet onto the Oats ummit. My 
watch read 1.48 pm. Therewasnothingtosee. The 
grey scud rushing by was impenetrable. Wearily 
but cautiously I started down. As the song goes, I 
still had ... "miles to go before I sleep". 

Summary 
An account of the first ascent, made solo, of the 

South Face of Arna Dab lam. The author is one of 
North America's leading Alpine climbers. 



PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

Leszek Cichy. Photo: Nyka. Krzysztof Wielichi. Photo: Hryci6w. 

Iciest Warriors 
The summit party on the recent 
Polish Everest expedition has 
added two more names to those 
of the Polish "Ice Warriors" (see 
Mountain 67). Leszek Cichy is a 29 
year old research engineer from 
Warsaw Polytechnic. He has an 
impressive list of Alpine climbs to 
his credit including the left hand 
Freney Pillar. He has already made 
the first ascents of Shispare in 
1974 and Gasherbrum II, by the 
North west face, in 1975. In 1976 
he was a member of the 
unsuccessful K2 expedition 
reaching 27,000ft on the North 
east ridge. In 1978 he was a 
member of the unsuccessful 
Makalu expedition. His partner 
was Krzysztof Wielicki aged 30 
from Tychy. His climbing 
experience is mostly in the 
Caucasus and Hindu Kush . In the 
Caucasus he has climbed 
Dykhtau, the North east face of 
Koshewnik and Krumkol North 
Pillar. He was the party leader of 
the first ascent of the middle spur 
of Koh-e-Shkhawr in the Hindu 
Kush. In 1978 he climbed the 
west face of Pik Korsheniewskoy 
in the Pamirs by the Myslowski 
route and made the first two-days 
ascent of Peak Communism. In 
1979 he led two young partners 
up the unclimbed West face of 
Annapurna South (Modi Peak) 
in alpine style . He is an electronic 
engineer and like Cichy married 
with one son. 

Access Fighters 
Named in the New Year Honours 
List, T. H. (Hilary) Sinclair 
received his OBE for 'services to 
mountaineering' at the Palace in 
March. Hilary has spent more 
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than 40 years working voluntarily 
on climbing matters; he has been 
connected with the BMC almost 
since its foundation in 1944 and 
was for a long period in the 
sixties, its Secretary. After the 
BMC reorganisation in 1974 he 
was made first Chairman of the 
National Access, Conservation 
and Amenities Committees, 
working tirelessly amassing a 
ll''ealth of documentary evidence, 
specific and general, which will 
be invaluable in fighting access 
difficulties as they arise. What 
has become obvious from year to 
year, is the degree of 
professionalism and legal 
knowledge required to give an 
effective say in disputes over 
land-uses and access. As Hilary 
stands down as Chairman of the 
AGA Committee, it has become 
evident that the task has become 
too big and complex for a 
voluntary committee to manage 
effectively, and recognising this, 
the BMC has appointed a part
time paid Access and 
Conservation Officer, with the 
hope that it will soon be possible 

to confirm the position on a full 
time basis. 
The new BMC is man, is Mark 
Hutchinson, in his mid-twenties, 
and a graduate of Leeds 
University. Originally from Bristol, 
Mark has been climbing for ten 
years and is well known to Leeds 
climbers. After studying 
landscape architecture, a course 
mostly about environmental 
planning and design, Mark 
worked as a countryside warden 
in the Bradford area. At 6' 3½" he 
should be capable of arguing the 
case for climbers either 
academically or physically! 
The New Year Honours list also 
included an MBE for Arthur 
Roberts of the Ramblers 
Association who has been 
fighting for rights of way for 
walkers since 1929. Around that 
time he marked out a footpath 
from his native Merseyside to 
Snowdonia. 

Mount Everest Foundation 
The death of David Edmundson in 
December last year robbed the 
Mount Everest Foundation of its 
hardworking and longserving 
Secretary. An unsung position, 
this Secretaryship, it nevertheless 
demands tenacity and patience in 
dealing with the 60 or more 
applications for expedition grants 
each year, then nursing the 30 to 
40 successful claimants through 
the various formalities . 
Edmundson, who was 70, had 
succeeded in doing this very 
sympathetically from his home in 
the Lake District since his 
retirement as director of GEC-AEI 
Electronics. At the time of his 
death the 1980 applications were 
already well into the pipeline and 

the MEF might well have found 
themselves in a critical position, 
had not Edmundson's close 
friend, A. S. Risoe, been able to 
step into the breach at short 
notice - albeit on a temporary 
basis - thus guaranteeing 
continuity. Risoe, a fellow
director at AEI until his own 
retirement, has for many years 
been the UK Representative of the 
Himalayan Club and is also the 
Archivist for the Alpine Club. 
With the winding-up of its 25th 
Anniversary Appeal, the MEF can 
now face a more secure financial 
future. Capital resources have 
been more than doubled with the 
injection of some£ 100,000 from 
the Appeal. The prospects for 
expeditions is brightening all 
round if one also takes into 
account the relaxing of relations 
with China, op9ning up the 
possibility of additional areas 
available for exploration. 

Mission to Peking 
As special envoys of the MEF, 
Everesters Mike Ward and Chris 
Bonington flew to Peking in 
February for discussions with 
Chinese mountaineers. They are 
hoping for a joint Sino-British 
mountaineering expedition. 
Obviously the Northern slopes of 
Everest are one tempting 
possibility, but there are also 
many alluring 7000m-plus peaks 
within Tibetan and Chinese 
territory, and Bonington and 
Ward took a shopping list with 
them. 
As more and more outside 
mountaineers are being allowed 
behind the Bamboo Curtain, there 
is a scramble for the most popular 
peaks. Iranian and Japanese 
climbers have already been to 
Everest and another Japanese 
expedition will attempt the North
east Ridge and North Face this 
Spring. German climbers last year 
made a reconnaissance of the 
world's thirteenth highest 
mountain, Shisha Pangma, which 
has only been climbed once 
before (by a 195-man Chinese 
expedition in 1964), and in 
March-May this year, a strong 
team under Professor Manfred 
Abelein and climbing leader, 
Gunter Sturm, hope to force a 
new route on Shisha Pang ma 
North Face. The party will include 
Fritz Zintl, Michel Dacher (three 
eight-thousanders already). Sigi 
Hupfauer, Gerhard Baur and 
Manfred Sturm. An American 
expedition plans a high-level ski · 
mountaineering expedition within 
Chinese territory this year. 
Salute the Brave 
The brouhaha surrounding Doug 
Scott's ultimate rejection of the 
International Award for Valour in 
Sport two years ago may have 
guaranteed that British 
mountaineers would not again 
readily be considered for this 
'Sporting V.C.' - as the organisers 
call it - it does not seem to have 



eliminated from the minds of 
selectors that snow and ice is 
somehow a hotbed for valour. 
This year's final shortlist included 
Reinhold Messner and Peter 
Habeler for their ascent of Everest 
without oxygen; seven Russians 
who trekked to the North Pole on 
skis, as well as the French 
alpinist, Jean-Marc Boivin, the 
eventual winner, commended for 
his 1979 hang-gliding descent of 
K2. Last year's winner, Japanese 
mountaineer/ adventurer Naomi 
Uemura was at the ceremony in 
the Guildhall, London, in February 
to present the award . 
This annual trophy was initiated 
in 1974 by Warwick Charlton, 
inspired - he said - by the 1908 
marathon runner, Dorando Peitri, 
who collapsed at the finishing 
line. It comprises of a gold laurel 
wreath and is given, "for a single 
act of valour in an event, or by 
sustained courage in his or her 
career." Past winners include 
cyclist Eddy Merckx and motor
racers Nikki Lauda and Graham 
Hill. Th\) panel of judges, under 
the chairmanship of Sir Stanley 
Rous, include sporting 
personalities (Alan Pascoe, 
Rachel Heyhoe-Flint, David 
Wilkie, Phil Read etc) and 
sportswriters, photographers and 
presenters (Ian Wooldridge, 
Dickie Davies, Ron Pickering, Don 
Morley ... ). The money comes 
from a consortium called Norwich 
Enterprises Ltd . Nominations 
apparently pour in from around 
the world and this years final few 
included a French deep-sea diver, 
assorted sportsmen and women 
who had overcome physical injury 
or handicap - and Muhammed 
Ali! This was the second time Ali 
had been nominated, his name 
this time having been put forward 
by the Saudi Arabian Handball 
Federation largely as a response 
to his offer to stand as prisoner in 
Iran in exchange for the American 
hostages. 
Doug Scott's protest, when 
chosen for the award in 1978, 
was that to single out an 
individual member of a climbing 
expedition in this manner would 
be inappropriate, since climbing 
is so very much a team effort, and 
in any case tenacity and survival is 
what it's all about - not 
particularly valiant, rather a 
matter of practical sense. Doug's 
antipathy to awards and 
certificates within 
mountaineering is well-known. 
Boivin too has expressed doubts 
about the amount and nature of 
the publicity surrounding the 
award - press and TV coverage 
had him hang-glide from the 
summit, take 4 months for the 
climb, be the leader of the 
expedition among numerous 
errors. (Facts in Mountain 70). 
Despite the undoubted valour of 
the canc1dates there is an 
inviduous element in such awards 
(cf the 'Oscars' in Hollywood) 
which is inimical to mountaineers. 

OBITUARY 

John Cunningham 

With initials like John 
Cunningham's one would have 
thought he would have immunity 
from accident, even 
immortality. But John 
Cunningham is dead. It was 
typical of the man that he died 
trying to save someone; a girl who 
had fallen from the seacliffs near 
Holyhead. When he arrived at and 
passed his half century (thirty-five 
years of it in active hard 
climbing), it was reasonable to 
assume that he had amassed 
sufficient tricks of the trade to 
ensure the enjoyment of a weekly 
Extreme with an annual alpine 
holiday thrown in for good 
measure. But it was not to be. It 
was the sea that took him. 
No other Scottish climber has 
had such a profound effect on the 
sport of mountaineering over 
such a long period of time. From 
his home city of Glasgow he 
started climbing hard and ended 
climbing hard. From the vast and 
anonymous ranks of John 
Brown's Yard, where he served as 
a shipwright, he went off each 
weekend with the Creagh Dhu 
Club, pulling up the standard of 
Scottish climbing by its braces 
when it was threatening to 
stagnate. His climbs are 
legendary; he was the overdue 
prophet of the postwar scene. 
Like that earlier Clydeside pundit, 
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Jock Nimlin, he established new 
frontiers on hard rock; and lest we 
forget, this was in the days when 
runners were considered a luxury 
like rationed jam and when 
footwear were 'sanies' or 'tric's' . 
John's partnership with the 
unperturbable Bill Smith, also of 
the Creagh Dhu, gave the Club the 
strongest pair of climbers in 
Scotland and indeed they 
dominated the Celtic climbing 
stage for many years until 
opposition elbowed its way up 
from the Edinburgh and Aberdeen 
fronts. 
In his early climbing career John 
was essentially a shy individual; a 
non-smoker and he drank little. 
He was an expert wrestler and 
was 'Catch' Champion for West 
Scotland. He also studied ballet, 
feeling that it would improve his 
climbing technique. I first got to 
know him in the late 1940's and 
climbed with him off and on over 
the next thirty years. I reckon I got 
to know him well and found him an 
ideal companion in any situation . 
There was always laughter when 
John was around and a bubbling 
enthusiasm, especially for 
anything connected with 
climbing . After his travels in 
various parts of the world - New 
Zealand, Antarctica the Himalayas 
etc. he didn't relish the prospect 
of returning to the shipyards and 
took a PE diploma at Glasgow's 
Jordan Hill College. His 

dedication as an instructor at 
Glenmore Lodge and later at I. M . 
March College is manifest in his 
last act, that of attempting to save 
a pupil. 
Not many people appreciate his 
contribution to modern ice 
climbing . It was John who first 
persevered with the technique of 
climbing vertical ice without 
using ice screws - a sport he 
experimented with in Antarctica 
where he spent several years. This 
was before the advent of dropped 
picks and his higher point of 
contact was from a razor-sharp 
ice dagger. With crampon points 
honed like scalpels and the ice 
dagger he could climb ice which 
was then thought impossible. It 
was a kind of ice ballet. Later he 
was at the forefront of the 
dropped pick revolution and he 
also popularised the use of the 
dead man, his original model 
being used for picketing his dog 
team. 
His passing must be a tragic blow 
to his wife and to his family. I 
hope that when his kids grow up 
they will realise what a great guy 
their dad was. From the ranks of 
Scottish climbers and indeed 
with climbers all over the world 
I'll raise a glass to John: a tribute 
to a super bloke and a superb 
climber. 

HM/ 
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LETTERS 
There have been too many letters concerning Alaska to print all in full. 
The overwhelming majority endorsed the sentiments of the Editorial 
in _Mountain 69. Both letters of criticism are printed. All concerned 
chmbers are now asked to direct their letters to the National Park 
Service. 
From Calvin Willey 
Your ignorance of the political 
situation in Alaska is well 
demonstrated by your 
inaccurate and irresponsible 
articles in Mountain 66. 
First, the creation of 40 
million acres of new parks in 
Alaska is supported by a great 
number of people in the 
U.S.A. and has at least some 
support among Alaskans. 
Second, you do not need 
permission to "climb above 
5000 feet in Alaska." As I 
understand it, the National 
Park Service at Mt. McKinley 
Park lnot all of Alaska) is 
trying to liberalize its climbing 
regulations presently in force. 
Presently you need a radio, a 
medical certificate, and you 
must register in advance to 
legally climb in the Park. The 
Park staff has not been 
enforcing the radio or medical 
requirements and wants to do 
away with it. From speaking 
with the rangers, they would 
like the climbers only to check 
in before their climbs. And 
checking in is not granting or 
denying permission; it would 
be leaving an address• and 
name. I think this would be a 
positive change and should be 
supported by climbers. 
Calvin Willey, Talkeetna. 

Sir, 
Concerning your editorial "An 
Endangered Species" (Mountain 
69), firstly: the mountains of 
Alaska belong not to the 
international climbing community 
but to the American people. It 
takes a combination of arrogance 
and ignorance to adopt the 
position that you do - that 
climbers as a species should have 
the right to come and go as they 
please, unregulated and 
unaccountable, on U.S. National 
Parks' land. Your irascible tone 
and your tactics of rhetoric and 
ridicule only serve to draw 
attention to a very weak case. 
(1) Your view of climbers' 
becoming extinct in Alaska is an 
assertion, at best. Park planning 
authorities obviously do not share 
your trust in the perpetual 
remoteness of the terrain and in 
the exiguousness and stability of 
the climbing population. Surely it 
makes better sense to have rules 
applying uniformly to all National 
Parks in 50 states governing 
registration and use permits, 
aircraft traffic and firearms, than 
to make exceptions based on 
present differences and for 
special-interest groups. 
(2) Your "conspiracy-theory" 
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of the U.S. Park Service pushing 
development of amenities to 
bolster its budget and create more 
need for its services sounds like a 
crude, catch-all Marxist indict
ment of the capitalist system. I 
don't know how valid this 
interpretation is, but I am sure 
that the U.S. agency concerned 
has a more solidly-based grasp of 
planning imperatives for all its 
constituents than you do. 
The Park Service is not perfect, to 
be sure, but on the whole it has a 
fairly good reputation in the U.S. 
among general public and 
conservation groups alike, and 
your efforts to convict it of 
capriciousness, incompetence, 
etc. , most people will find 
puzzling and very wide of the 
mark. For you certainly haven't 
provided the evidence here. 
Without airing the facts or 
debating the issues in Mountain 
previously, you now expect your 
uninformed readers to go along 
with you in a childish philosophy 
of freedom of the hills untram
melled by rules of conduct and 
responsibility to others. It is 
fortunate for you that U.S 
bureaucracy, for all its alleged 
bungling, moves with courtesy 
and concern for due process. 
Otherwise it might say it's none.of 
your business and tell you to go to 
hell. 
Wade Richardson 
Montreal, Canada 

Sir, 
I would I ike to respond to Robert 
Gerhard's editorial in Mountain 
70 on the National Park Service's 
position on Alaska mountains. By 
way of introduction I am an 
Alaska resident and a theoretical 
ecologist by trade. 
Mr. Gerhard's justification of 
registration for mountaineering in 
Alaska is specious and does not 
address the issue of mandatory 
registration. (No one to my 
knowledge objects to optional 
registration.) His first reason, that 
"registration serves as a safety 
measure", is nothing more than a 
rationalization to preserve Mr. 
Gerhard's job. Many climbers, 
both in Alaska and 'outside' , have 
been trying for years to get the 
NPS out of the rescue business. 
There are very competent 
volunteer civilian rescue groups, 
who with military helicopter 
support, have proved to be quite 
effective. 
Mr. Gerhard's second and third 
reasons for mandatory 
registration, recognizing areas of 
over-use and providing 
information to the public, on 
closer examination are seen to be 
excuses for expanding NPS 
budgets at the expense of the 
lands they say they are protecting . 
The NPS causes most of the over-

use problems itself by building 
roads and other facilities and then 
publicising them widely - giving 
the impression, intended or not, 
that 'we wil I take care of you'. The 
NPS grants concessions 
(monopolies) to guiding 
operations and other industrial 
tourism concerns to do business 
within the parks. These groups 
have often interfered with private 
individuals' use of the parks. They 
have also been responsible for 
much of the over-use and safety 
problems. That no one has been 
killed by a bear in McKinley Park 
is the result of blind luck and the 
NPS policy of removing or killing 
'problem' bears in areas of heavy 
use. I could continue with a 
discussion of the situation on the 
West Buttress of Denali but that 
would require pages. Suffice to 
say it is a good example of the 
artificial concentration of use 
acting as a justification of 
increased controls. 
Finally, as for Mr. Gerhard's 
questioning of taking the conflict 
into the mountains themselves -
he has al ready done that by 
threatening to arrest those who 
do not register to climb in his 
park, thereby subjecting them to 
fines and imprisonment. Alaska's 
mountains deserve respect and 
care - the NPS is not providing it. 

Richard H. Thomas 
Tucson, Arizona 

Sir, 
My position on climbing permits 
is very simple. I don't feel that 
permits for climbers should be 
required, but I do feel strongly 
that all climbers of the larger 
peaks in the Range should be 
required to register. They should 
check in and then check out. My 
reason for this is basic: Nobody 
wants to hawe his/her "personal 
rights" interfered with, etc, but all 
these same people seem to be 
equally eager to be rescued (at 
U.S. govt. expense) if they get 
into trouble. You can't have your 
cake and eat it too. Large groups 
in trouble usually can send a 
small segment of the party out for 
help - but small parties can't. In 
fact, often an entire party of two
to-four people is involved in the 
accident and none can go for 
help. 
The only way anyone can know of 
situations like this is through a 
party telling Park authorities of a 
completion-date for their trip -
and then having a search start 
when they don't show up. This is 
particularly true of small 
expeditions into the vast St. Elias
Logan wilderness where a small 
party without a radio can get itself 
into ghastly trouble without some 
program of this sort . It's really not 
very painful to register in and out 
by telephone and although it may 
"violate some human rights" 
under our constitution, I'm all for 
it. 

Bradford Washburn 
Boston, Mass. 

Sir, 
I have dealt with the NPS 
numerous times over the past five 
years, with mostly positive 
results . Gerhard and the NPS 
people in McKinley park have 
been trying to work with the 
mountaineering community; 
making their "regulations" 
acceptable to most mountaineers. 
I don't really like any form of 
regulation, but living in a world 
with other people, I must accept 
some; such as driving on the right 
side of the road (in thll USA), 55 
mph speed limit, and filling o·ut a 
form for the NPS. At this time, 
there are NO laws or regulations 
that would keep anyone from 
climbing any mountain in Alaska. 
Period! The NPS might 
recommend that one not attempt 
McKinley in tennis shoes and a 
day pack. Under the 1980 
proposed NPS regulations (see 
Climbing 57), the only regulation 
is that you register before you 
attempt a climb, and check in 
upon your return. Very similar to 
the regulation in Yosemite. This 
does not seem like the end of 
climber's freedom in Alaska to 
me. But maybe I am blind or 
something. 
My only recommendation is for all 
interested mountaineers to let the 
people in McKinley park know 
how you feel. It would be best if 
we work together in the 
management of Alaska's 
magnificent resources: its 
mountains! 
Gary Bocarde 
Kasi/of, Alaska 

Sir, 
Robert Gerhard's "stunning" 
editorial (Mountain 70) provides a 
classic example of the short
sighted bureaucratic mentality 
Alaskan climbers must now deal 
with. 
To suggest that climbers and Park 
Service have never had a 
harmonious relationship is a 
gross understatement. In Alaska, 
the National Park Service has 
refused to co-operate with local 
climbers. Gerhard attended a 
climbers gathering last spring 
under the pretence of soliciting 
input. Not only did he dodge our 
questions with three hours of 
embarrassed silence, but he 
refused to pass our "input" on to 
the correct channels for 
regulation consideration. I have 
no idea if this fits Gerhard' s 
criterion for mutual co-operation 
between climbers and Park 
Service, as suggested in his 
twenty year old example, but my 
conclusion is that working with 
the N.P.S. is an exercise in futility. 
Gerhard also goes to great 
lengths to point out the "subtle, 
yet important" differences 
between registration and permit 
systems. Filing government forms. 
with government agents has 
never struck me as an integral 
part of the mountaineering 
experience, and I am still at a loss 
as to why we are forced to 



register. The Park Service in 
Alaska has neither legal nor moral 
obligation to provide rescue 
services for climbers in the Park; 
there are currently three voluntary 
and two military mountain rescue 
groups actively operating within 
the state. I also fail to see why 
registration is needed to gain land 
use statistics; perhaps Park 
Service officials are physically 
unable to visually monitor 
environmental impact. 
"In Alaska, bears eat people, 
regularly," at least regularly 
enough so that most Park Service 
Rangers, including many paper 
shuffling bureaucrats, carry 
handguns. True, nobody within 
the Park boundary has been 
killed, (maimed and 
dismembered, but not killed). But 
only a fool would discredit the 
emergency use potential of a gun 
in many areas in Alaska. 
Currently, anyone legally carrying 
a gun in the Park must have it 
packaged and sealed in such a 
way that would preclude any 
possible emergency use. When 
Gerhard convinces his friends, 
including the Rangers in Glacier 
Bay National Monument, to carry 
their guns in this manner, then so 
will we. 
Gerhard also takes a swipe at the 
Alaskan Alpine Club's efforts to 
protest many of the Park 
regulations. Apparently when the 
Park Service posts a sign they say 
they perform an "interpretive 
service" (this is a tree, etc.), but 
when the Alpine club duplicates 
this act, it constitutes blatant 
vandalism. However, as far as I 
can tell our sign posting is 
completely within the law; (Title 36 
CFR, Part 2.21) The office of the 
National Park Service's area 
director has been unable to quote 
any regulations we may be 
breaking. So should I happen to 
catch Gerhard, khaki clad and 
chasing across the tundra after 
me beneath his stack of 
government forms, I will be more 
than happy to perform another 
"interpretive service" for him. 

Vaughan Hoefler 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Sir, 
While Robert Gerhard claims the 
NPS must protect the environ
ment by making mountain 
climbers register at his demand, 
the NPS is proposing a number of 
major bulldozer constructed 
roads and motor visitor facility 
complexes in the Alaskan 
wilderness. 
This senseless, bureaucratic 
mentality speaks perfectly for the 
current United States 
Government. There is no longer a 
place for the N PS in Alaska. The 
Alaskans were doing a far better 
job in managirig the Alaskan 
wilderness, and the mountains do 
a far better job managing 
mountain climbers. 

Jim Mansell 
College, Alaska 

He was coming across to check my permit when he tripped over his 
crampons ... 

Sir, 
Numerous attempts to discuss 
the Park Service regulations with 
Robert Gerhard have proven the 
impossibility of reasoning with 
the NPS. Alaska's mountains, once 
open to all those who wished to 
experience their unique grandeur, 
are now another excuse for 
perpetuating the seemingly 
endless bureaucracy. To expect 
the NPS to suddenly reverse the 
momentum of many years of 
incompetence is beyond all 
rational hope. Without 
Congressional limits on the Park 
Service's authority, the "freedom 
of the hills" will become a thing of 
the past. 

John Pender 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Sir, 
The current movement which is 
afoot in the U.S. Congress to turn 
over 100 million square miles of 
frne Alaskan wilderness into parts 
of the National Park system is to 
me one of the most vicious and 

repugnant trends towards greater 
centralization of power, and 
accompanying loss of individual 
freedoms in this country today ... 
... As a mountaineer, kayaker, 
skier, hunter, fisherman and 
general enjoyer of true 
wilderness, I thoroughly oppose 
the control of Alaskan land by the 
NPS and the federal government 
in general, and support you 
heartily for your stand against 
such control. Thank you. 

Andy Reynolds 
Ester, Alaska 

Sir, 
National Park Service Czar 
Gerhard has told us we will be 
forced to "register" to climb 
Alaskan mountains. 
I will not register. 

Stephen Tower 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Sir, 
Once again the Federal 
Government of the U.S. is 
attempting to make a mockery of 

the basic tenets of the 
constitution. Our personal 
freedom as individuals in a "free" 
country is under attack, this time 
by the National Park Service. The 
Alaskan mountaineers are being 
dictated to by a pompous, 
bureaucratic agency whose sole 
concern is control of the people, 
foisted upon us under the guise of 
"environmental" concern "and 
public good". Horse's ass. These 
people crave power and control 
over all facets of our life. Environ
mental concern and public good 
do not justify exotic weapons and 
S.W.A.T. (Special Weapons and 
Techniques) training for Park 
Service personnel. Small calibre 
automatic weapons and laser 
sniper scopes have no business in 
the hands of Park Rangers. 
The method in their madness 
begins to make sense, however, 
when one reviews the new 
regulations proposed by Mr. 
Gerhard and the N.P.S. for Park 
and Monument lands. "Kluane
type" regulations are mentioned 
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frequently, a set of rules which 
emphatically deny the rights of 
the individua l who seeks the 
freedom of the mountains. Those 
of you on the U.S. East Coast 
need only look as far as Mt. 
Katahdin in Maine for a clear 
picture of "freedom" of the hills 
to understand what the N.P.S. 
would see done to Alaska. 

Bill Kitson 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Sir, 
As an Alaskan mountain climber I 
am opposed to mountaineering 
regulations in Alaska such as the 
N.P.S. would impose. 
Congressional limits should be 
placed on their powers. 

Ken Irving 
College, Alaska 

Sir, 
Mr. Robert Gerhard, McKinley 
Park Mountaineering Ranger, has 
stated that he wants to make it 
easier for climbers to register. In 
his meetings with mountain 
climbers in Alaska he has 
dismally failed every attempt to 
explain a rational need for that 
registration, yet he has 
threatened Alaskan mountain 
climbers with $500 fines and six 
months in jail if they fail to 
register. We cannot guess what 
Mr. Gerhard's problem is but it 
obviously has a great deal to do 
with the bureaucracy and nothing 
to do with the mountains . .. 

Jim Bouchard 
Fairbanks, Alaska 

Sir, 
What's happening to Alaska's 
mountains? They are being taken 
from us - that's what! 
Alaska had some of the greatest 
mountains in the world . Why? 
Because they were free from 
Government rule, now we are 

caught in a deluge of absurd 
government restrictions and 
regulations, which are held above 
our heads like a "hammer"; and 
when you consider the National 
Park Service's absolute 
discretionary power, it makes one 
think they are holding a "sickle" in 
their other hand! 
I believe it was Thoreau who 
wrote : "All men recognise the 
right of revolution ; that it, the 
right to refuse allegiance to and 
to resist the government, when its 
tyranny or its inefficiency are 
great and unendurable." 
It's time more people got up out of 
their armchairs and begin to 
question authority! 

David Koester 
Seward, Alaska 

UIAA Safety Commission 
from Pierre Bossus 
In his letter (Mountain 67) Mr. 
Dlmitrios Kozzes (Athens) has 
been criticizing Mr. Georges 
Moissidis, President of the UIAA 
Safety Commission. and thus 
criticizing the International Union 
of Alpinist Associations as such . 
It is up to the author of an article 
to give proof of the righteousness 
of his declarations, but he should 
not make use of the "liberte 
d'expression" to conceal certain 
facts enabling the reader to form 
a proper opinion . That is why I 
feel that more information should 
be given to complete the above
mentioned article: 
Mr. Kozzes has never been 
present nor participated in the 
working sessions of the Safety 
Commission; he does not speak 
for a mountaineers association, 
member of the UIAA (where 
practically all organized 
mountaineers are represented); 
he has never signalled himself to 
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Fast paced. comprehensive instruction, 
training and conditioning. Enter at your level 
of ability. Proceed at your best pace. Courses 
include : Basic Rock Climbing , Intermediate and 
Advanced Free Climbing, Leading, Direct Aid, 
Bouldering, Techni_cal and FREE ~ 
Summer Ice Climbing and == 
Guided Climbs. BROCHURE 
Name (Print) 

Address 

City State Zip 

other climbers by the publication 
of technical articles related to 
quality norms of material. Thus 
we feel he lacks the necessary 
qualification to objectively judge 
an international instance which 
has pursued its work for nearly a 
quarter of a century. 
Mr. G. Moissidis has been elected 
to the presidency of this 
commission by the group 
members themselves. Let me 
point out that the commission is 
formed by outstanding people 
such as Reinhold Messner, 
Wolfgang Nairz, Jordi Pons, etc. 
(all with climbing experience up 
to the 8,000 metre summits). just 
to make clear that this choice has 
been made by active alpinists, 
representing the actual climbers' 
elite. These alpinists elected Mr. 
G. Moissidis as being the person 
with the necessary ski I Is to 
animate the commission, and to 
lead it in the realization of its 
undertakings which are 
appreciated world wide. 

P. Bossus, UIAA President 
Geneva 

Bring back Tobias the 
obscure! 
from Sterling West 
Perri n's inane review of Tobias 
and Drasdo's new book The 
Mountain Spirit is typical of you 
British bores. He speaks of idiocy 
and pompous intellects. Well any 
guy that quotes from Trotsky in 
order to denigrate the wisdom of 
Taoism, and the beauty run 
rampant within Tobias and 
Drasdo's remarkable book, is 
something of a buffoon . In LA, 
Dalton Books is selling out of it 
rapidly. I've read Tobias's many 
articles for several years and 
while the man has been 
consistently ribbed, ridiculed and 
misunderstood by the machomen 
of the climbing world. there is a 
largish group of admirers who 
appreciate the serious and literary 
percepts of his work and 
philosophy. Drasdo apparently 
shares this kind of rapture and he 
too is to be applauded . This Perrin 
- whoever the hell he is - is 
simply talking in a void. What he 
says has no bearing whatsoever 
on the book, only on his own 
jealous ego. To everyone who 
loves mountains, poetry, art, 
philosophy, and the wisdom of 
the ancients, The Mountain Spirit 
is a glorious. beautiful , beautiful 
experience that wil I alter all future 
thinking about wilderness and 
mountains and mountain 
climbing. It is the kind of book 
that will be sought after in 50 
years. I mean my god - there's 
original poetry by Han-Shan, 
essays on the earliest known 
nature aesthetics in Japan, Tibet, 
China, and a coherence that grabs 
you, makes you want to move, 
high, and that lends exquisite 
dignity to the whole mountain 
experience. A gem! 

Sterling West, Malibu, California 

NOW AVAILABLE 
MOUNTAIN INDEX 1977-78 
Price £0. 75 ($2.00) 
This is a full index for Mountain nos. 
53-64 inclusive. Also available are 
previous indices for nos. 1-12, 13-
24, 25 -40 and 41-52. Each part at 
£0.75 ($2.00). An invaluable com 
plementto your set of Mountain. Back 
numbers from no. 60 are still avail
able (except no. 65). 

' ... pompous idiots of 
quite another sort.' 
from Barry Smith 
Jim Perri n's review of The 
Mountain Spirit (Mountain 70) is 
both ill -conceived and 
inappropriate in a magazine such 
as this. A review must be fair to 
the author and the buying publ ic 
alike. Perrin hatchets his way 
through this work with an 
obscure use of language, which at 
times borders on gibberish, in 
what appears to be a heavy
handed and misplaced attempt to 
demonstrate an intellectual 
stance. This only partially 
conceals the smell of sour grapes 
which rises from so much 
gobbledegook. Consuming itself 
in its own cleverness it achieves 
only a denial of the intelligence of 
the reader. 
Jim Perrin at his best 
demonstrates a precise and 
evocative use of language in a 
talent which seems so 
unproductive. At his worst he 
merely complements that coterie 
of pompous idiots. Whatever their 
faults Tobias and Drasdo deserve 
more than this. 

Barry.Smith, Edinburgh 

from David Nichols 
Jim Perrin's review deserves 
to be congratulated for its 
verbal virtuosity. The sense 
of the article is clear - he didn't 
like a plainly pretentious book. 
Could this be another case of the 
pot and the old black kettle 
though? I haven' t seen so many 
difficult words in one essay for 
years : 'syncretic ' , 
'Pseudosynoptic'. asseveration', 
'appetencies' , 'Barthesian', 
'semiotic', and for God's sake 
'onanistic' . We were given a 
sprinkling of Kerouac and Trotsky. 
Perhaps there is a large Perrinian 
tongue firmly lodged in some 
voluminous cheek. I hope so, but 
I'm not sure. 

Dave Nichols, Aberdeen 

Alpine Winter History 
from Nea Morin 
In his article entitled The Alpine 
Winter (Mountain 71) Mr. Alan 
Rouse refers on p.36 to Lucien 
Devies as though he were the 
author of Les Alpinistes Celebres. 
This book was published by 
Lucien Mazenod in collaboration 
with M. Henri de Segogne and M . 
Jean Couzy. M . Lucien Devies was 
one among some seventy 
contributors. 
In the same article Mr. Rouse 
mistakenly refers to the Meije as 
being the last of the 4,000m 
peaks to be climbed . The Meije is 
not a 4,000m peak - it is only 
3,983m. The only 4,000m peak in 
the Dauphine Alps is the Barre 
des Ecrins 4,101 m and was first 
climbed in 1864 

Nea Morin, Tunbridge Wells 

Telluride Film Festival 
from Tony Riley 
Since the article on films at 
Telluride, I have had several 
queries about availability and hire 
cost. This information is still 
being collected and queries will 
be replied to as soon as it is 
available. 

Tony Riley, Sheffield 



The 'Saunders Mountain Tent' which has been extensively tested during the last twelve months is 
now introduced with the following specifications. The coated nylon flysheet is available in various 
colour combinations and the tent is supplJed with an external 4-oz. coated nylon snowflap, eye-Jetted 
at all comers and conveniently placed on the inside of the two bell-<md doorways to act as an extra 
draught/groundsheet flap. The tent is supported by inclined alloy A-poles, shock cord linked and 
sleeved to the main body to provide unrivalled stability. The unique Saunders Snow Sleeve on the 
ridge takes the Snowline which links both A-poles and provides extra tension to the ridge for use in 
extreme conditions. The generous bell ends have a nylon zipped doorway which can be folded or 
rolled back to a number of positions 

Introducing the NEW 
Saunders Mountain Tent 

The inner is available in polyester/cotton and has a deep trayed Acrylic silicone-coated 
groundsheet Zipped doorways are ptmlided at each end of the inner, plus an additional zipped 
mosquito net door at one end The inner is rubber tension linked to the side pull-out flaps on the fly and jlr 
can by erected after the outer has been pitched. • _ ~-

.. 
DIMENSIONS WEIGHT ' ~ 
A.YSHEET 
Owrolllength 
Owrollwldth 
'Body-· 

Betls•nds 
Helghttorklge 

INNER 

t6r (424 an.) 

70" (178an.) 

Sr X 70"(221an. X 178an.) 

40"' x 70'" (102 an. x 178 an.) 

43" (109 an.) , 

Overall length 90" (229 an.) 

Owroll width 60" (152 an.) 

A-·-

Complete (with polyatu/cotton tnMT) ,.. 

9 lb. 13 oz. (4.45 kg.) 

Complete (with polyata-/cotton Inner • 
and snowlapa) 
11 lb. (50 kg.) 

--

,.p, .... , Please send for our full colour brochure (stamp appreciated) to ROBERT SAUNDERS (CHIGWELL) LIMITED, Five Oaks Lane, Chigwell, Essex, England . 

SUPPORT THE 1980 AMERICAN 
WOMENS CLIMB ON DHAULAGIRI 

Buy a T-shirt In yellow or beige.SM L XL 

Men's T-shirt or Women's French-cut $10.00 
Postage $1.00 per shirt 

Make check payal!le and send to: AWED 
P.O. Box 1857, Boulder, Colorado 80306 

WRITE FOR INFORMATION ON TREKS. 

PERU ANDINO TREK 
'PEPE' 5to PISO 
Hotel Barcelona, Huaraz, 
Ancash, Peru. 

* Outfitters - speak English, French, Spanish, Quec:hua. 
* Guides, porters, arrieros, donkeys . 
* Rent mountain & ski equipment . 
* Sell gaz, white gas, maps, guidebooks, batteries, freeze dried . 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS 
Glacier Pilot DOUG GEETING is now booking flights for 1980 
Climbing Season in Alaska Range. Write: Box 42, Talkeetna, 
Alaska 99676. (907) 733-2366 or 7332218. 

DON'T THROW THEM AWAY 
Your back issues of Mountain are wanted . Will pay premium price. 
Also will swap or sell some extras, as available. Formerly B. Beck. 

Now - Dave Willson, 3 Harlesden Road, St. Albans, AL 1 4LE, England. 

From the Mggic Mountain 
1980 Direct Mail Catalogue 

The Campbell Chock from America, beautifully made, 

the result of much thought and development and featuring 

a unique saddle shape to give great stability. 

or the routes of the 80s 
Please send me a copy of the 
Magic Mountain 19B0 Catalogue. 
I enclose 30p stamps for posting 

Name ... ........ ..... .......................... .. 

Address .. . .. .. .. .. . ........ .... .. ...... .. ...... . 

93 Castleton Road, Hope, via Sheffield S30 2RD. 

Tel. 0433 20516. 
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u.k. representative: 
hen wintringham the old boathouse 
llanfair hall 
nr. caernarvon gwynedd 

usa - west representative : 
r.b. sales p.o. box 17625 
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EWS BRIGHAM SHOPS AT 
MANCHESTER 6-14 Cathedral Street tel, 061-834 0161 
LNERPOOL 73BoldStreet tet0Sl -7096912 
CHESTER 7 Northgate Street teL 0244 318311 
CAPEL CURIG Snowdonia, North Wales tet Capel Curig 232 
PENZANCE Market]ew Street tet Penzance 5828 
BRISTOL 160-162 Whiteladies Rd., Blackboy Hill tet 0272 311157 

Ellis Brigham, the specialists in Mountaineering 
and Climbing have used their 48 years 
experience to select a collection of clothing, 
boots, tents, rucksacks, and gear by famous 
name manufacturers from the UK, Europe and 
America. 
Send for your FREE colour catalogue and take 
advantage of Ellis Brighams money saving 
'SPECIAL OFFERS'. 
Fill in the coupon and post to Ellis Brigham, 
Wellington Place, Liverpool Rd., 
Manchester M3 BBL r------------~ I I would like a FREE copy of the catalogue sent to: MA I 

I Name (Mr, Miss, Mrs) _________ I 
I Address ____________ I 
I _______ I 
I I 
1------- 1 
I ______ PostCode ____ I 

L------------.J 
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INSULATAWEAR 
World-wide 
protection 
and warmth 

JJ A complete range of 
f) jackets, trousers, suits and 
' ✓ ,, now ice boots, available 

ROPES and BOOTS 
SPECIAL SPRING AND SUMMER OFFERS -

FROM THE PEOPLE WITH EXPERIENCE 

MAIL ORDER 

IBEX ROPES 

ROYAL : (Red-blue-green) 
11 mm x 45 mtr. 
11mmx50mtr. 

CROWN: (Red-green-gold) 
9mm x 45 mtr. 
9mm x 50 mtr. 

WESTMINSTER: (White fleck) 
11mmx45mtr. 
11mm x 50 mtr. 
9mm x 45 mtr. 
9mm x 50 mtr. 

ROYAL - minimum 6 U.I.A.A. falls 
CROWN - minimum 18 U.I.A.A. falls 

£ 

32.50 
36.00 

26.50 
29.50 

31.00 
34.50 
24.50 
27.50 

t rom all main retail outlets. _____________ _.__~~---------, 
I Please send brochures showing the complete INSULATA I 
I range, recommended retail price list and name of my I 
I nearest stockist. t I NAME....... ....... .... .. ... ......... .... .... .. ....... ... .......... ....... ... .. ... .. ......... .. I 
I ADDRESS... ............................... ..... ... ......... .. ........... .. ..... ..... ..... .. I 
I ........................ ..................... .. .... .. ...... ...... ..... ... .... .. ......... ... ".1."'.1 .. o_4 1 

L __ :~~T:_w~":.\:>~2:~=·~:e~::_A=::~ ::, __ J 

Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Mountaineering Camping and Skiing Sports 
Equipment Specialists 

Oldham Rochdale 
128 Yorkshire St 99 Yorkshire St 
Tel 061-620 3900 Tel Rochdale 525196 

JOANNY ROPES £ 

9mm x 45 mtr. (Orange-blue-purple) 27 .15 
9mm x 50 mtr. 29.82 
9mm x 90 mtr. 54.30 

11mm x 45 mtr. (Orange-blue-green) 
11 mm x 50 mtr. 

9mm 
11mm 

- minimum 9 U. I.A.A. Falls 
- minimum 7 U.I.A.A. Falls 

34.07 
37.80 

WESTMINSTER - (11mm) minimum 6 U.I.A.A. falls; (9mm) minimum 17 U.I.A.A. falls. 
PLEASE STATE SECOND COLOUR CHOICE WHEN ORDERING 

GALIBI ER SUPER PRO BOOTS 
pos~ibly the best Alpine boot on the market 
Retail Price - £94.00. SAVE £20.00. 
SPECIAL PRICE - £74.00 

KASTINGER MESSNER HIMALAYA 
As used on Kanchenjunga, Everest, Nuptse, Nanga 
Parbat, etc. £95.00 

PLEASE STATE ENGLISH SIZES WHEN ORDERING BOOTS. 

Orders over £100 , post free. Orders under £100, please include £1 to cover postage and packing . Cheques to be made 
payable to : PAUL BRAITHWAITE OUTDOOR SPORTS. Please allow 5 -10 days for delivery. 
RING FOR DETAILS OF OTHER SPRING OFFERS. 



The Bodyhuggers 

Our exciting ff ormat frame is constructed 
from twin aluminium strips moulded into 
double thickness karrimat material with extra 
protective padding. It fits into a special frame 
pocket and is additional to the chevron
stitched padded back. 

The ff ormat can be shaped to fit you 
personally. It enhances the superb comfort of 
the "bodyhuggers" and, coupled with the 
precisely located harness attachment points, 
ensures maximum stability in action. It's tough, 
malleable and doubles as a bivi seat. 

For further details, write to 
karrimor International ltd., Box BHM. 

Avenue Parade, Accrington, 
Lancashire. 

... or visit your nearest 
karrimor specialist dealer 

The ff ormat is only one of many important 
design improvements to the Alpiniste. 
Others are: -

* A new extendable flap. * A new 'S' cut 
back for stability and comfort. * A rising base 
to keep the load close to the body and to reduce 
the risk of the sac catching on steep descents. 
* A narrower, yet thicker, harness for greater 
comfort. * Double riveted haul loop for 
greater security. * The Haston tunnel for hip 
belt storage (ilfustrated) . * A new shape and a 
new colour in KS-1 OOe ... the material specially 
developed for rucsacs by karrimor. 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

• • • I • e • • • I • I 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Bushgear Canberra, 
Shop 6 Caga Centre, 
38, Akuna Street. 
Tel. 062.477153 
A.C. T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949. (C) (S). 
N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C). 
N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment, 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432. 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S) . 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Designs 
334 Kent Street, 
Tel. 291231 
N.S.W. Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
17 Falcon Street, 
Crows Nest. 
Tel. 02.439.2454. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel. (07) 2296609 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Experience, 
224 Barry Parade, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. 07 .52.8804 or 52.8894 . 
South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Climbing Equipment, 
98 Fullarton Road, 
Norwood 5067 
Tel. 08.332.7793 (C) (M) (S) . 
Tasmania: Hobart 
Outdoor Equipment, 
212 Liverpool Street, 7000. 
Tel. 002.346213 (C) (M) (S) . 
Victoria: Kew 
Bush and Mountain Sports 
146 High Street, 3101 
Tel. 862'.1801 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Molony Imports, 
197 Elizabeth Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67 .8428. 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty ., Ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports (Auckland) Ltd ., 
2nd Floor, Corner Victoria & 
Kitchener Streets, 
Tel. 374764 
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Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
200 Madras Street, 
Tel. 67.148 
Christchurch 
Mountain Equipment Ltd. 
384 Montreal Street 
Tel. 793-747 (C) (M) 
Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger 
15 Cranmer Square 
Tel. 795 174 

Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
101 Stuart St., 
Tel. 773.679 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W.41 . 
Tel. 403.283.5551 . (C) (M) (S). 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Easystreet Rockers 
2529-2535 Alma St. V6R 3R8 
Tel. 604.224.7212 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
(Mountaineering Division of 
'The Action Corporation') , 
402 Li Po Ch.un Chamber, 
Des Vouex Road Central, 
Tel. 5-435063 
Mail. Tsat Tsz Mui 
Post Office, Box No.73 

INDIA 
Delhi 
M/S West Coast Manufacturers 
& Traders (Regd.) 
92 U B. Jawahar Nagar, 110007 
Tel. 223900 & 229539 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0224.26952. 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. 09663.2297. 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S). 
Tel. Aviemore 629 . 
Aviemore 
Nevisport, 
43 Grampian Road. (M) 
Tel. 0479.810208. 
Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street, 
Tel. 0232 .38572. 
Birmingham 
The Mountain-Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway,4 . 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. (S). 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop. (S) . 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 .643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, (C), 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road . 
Tel. 021.454.8771. 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd ., 
39 Darwen Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 . 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S) . 
Tel. 0204.25087. -------
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd . 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0277 .221259. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports 
138 Western Road. (S) 
Tel. 0273.26874. 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Bristol 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
41a Colston Street. (S) (C) . 
Tel. 0272.23166.· 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816." 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, 
High Peak Outdoor Centre. (C) . 
22 High Street. Tel. 0298.5824. 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205. 
Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S). 
Tel. 06904.232. 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road , 2. 
Tel. 0222.31370. 
Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays, 
Tel. 0222.28892. 
Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear 
148 Ninian Park Road 
Tel. 0222.390531. ' 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239. 
Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 . 

Chesterfield 
The Adventure Centre, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate, 
Tel. 0246.38660. 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
61 Empress Buildings 
Binley Road 
Tel. 0203.441241 

Derbyshire/Hope 
Magic Mountain, 
93 Castleton Road . 
Tel. 0433.20516. 
Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311. 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245. 
Derby 
Outdoor Shop, 
201 Normanton Rd., DE3 6US 
Tel. 0332.45204. 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre, (C) (M). 
Tel. 0302."'21297. 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0382.24501/2. 
Dundee 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
93-117 Princes Street. (C) . 
Tel. 0382.43766. 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
46 Dairy Road . 
Tel. 031 .337 .2332. 
Elgin 
Bill Marshall , 
11 Commerce Street. 
Tel. 0343.44073. 
Exeter 
Grays Outdoor Shop, 
181 /182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76421 . (C) (S). 
Fort William 
Nevisport 
131 High Street. 
Tel. 0397.4921/4922 
Glasgow 
Greaves, 
23 Gordon Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4531/2 . 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533. 
Glasgow 
Nevi sport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street, (M). 
Tel. 041.332.4814. 
Glasgow 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041 .221.4007 . 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road . 
Tel. 021 .550.9748. 
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Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
28 John William Street. 
Tel. 0484.23165 . (C) (Ml. 
Inverness 
Clive Rowland, 
60 Academy Street, 
Tel. 0463.38746. 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road 
Tel. 0596.73524 . 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C) . 
5 New Road . Tel.0524.66610 . 
Leeds 
Centresport, 
40 Woodhouse Lane, 2. 
Tel. 0532.31024. 

Leeds 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
21/22 Grand Arcade .. (C) . 
Tel. 0532.458634. 
Leicester 
Roger Turn er, Mountain Sports, 
105 London Road (S). 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 
Liverpool 
Smith Beyer Ltd. 
43 Harrington St., 2 
Tel. 051 .236.Q!525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 . 
London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd. , 
54 Seymour Street, W .1. 
Tel. 01 .723.5252. 
London 
Alpine Sports 
10-12 Holborn, E.C.1. (S) 
Tel. 01.404.5681. 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
146 Holborn, E.C.1. 
Tel. 01.405.4426. 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
53-54 Rathbone Place, W.1. 
Tel. 01.636.6645. (C). 
London 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836.8541 /7. 
Luton 
Out & About, 
20 Stuart Street, 
Tel. 0582 .38952 .. 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd .), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167. 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 . (C) (M) (S) 
Manehester, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road, 
Tel. 061 .928.6613. 

Manchester 
Y.H.A . Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S). 
Tel. 061 .834.7119. 
Manchester 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061 .833.0340. 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre Ltd. , 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561. 
Newcastle-upon-1 yne 
Montane Ltd ., 
12 Grey Street. 
Tel. 0632.24941 . 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
The Four Seasons 
115-117 Northumberland St. 
Tel. 0632.29103. 

North Wales: Deinolen 
Clogwyn Climbing Gear Ltd ., 
Clwt.y-Bont LL55 3DE 
Tel. 028.682.551 . 

Norwich 
Norwich Outdoor Centre, 
15 Westlegate. 
Tel. 0603.613378 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . (S) . 
Tel. 0602.47230. 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 York sh ire Street, 
Rhodes Bank . 
Tel. 061.620.3900. 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
17 T url Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110. 
Penrith 
Mountain Craft, 
4 Castlegate. 
Tel. 0768.64513. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 
Portmadoc 
Madoc Sport 
118 High Street 
Tel. 0766.3617 
Portsmouth 
Safari, The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705.29410. 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903. 
Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, . 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196. 
Rotherham 
The Adventure Centre, 
The Guardian Centre, 
Tel. 0709 68660. 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.56018. 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742 .25631. 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422 . 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Alpenstock 
2 Port Street. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St ., Hanley. 
Tel. 0782 .266137. 
Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229. 
Wells, Somerset 
Rock sport, 
Bus Station, Wells . 
Tel. 0749.73054. 
WindP.rmere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
2 Victoria Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876. 

York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate . 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 117. 
Oslo 
Sport Co. A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt.6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 . 

DENMARK 
Copenhagen 

· Dolfisport, 
Snemandsvej la, 2730 Herlev. 
Tel. 02 .94 .87 .94. 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907 .272.1811. (C) (M) (S). 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705 . 
Tel. 415.548.1371 . (C) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735. 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) . 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 . (C) (S) . 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631 . 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Palo Aito 
The North Face 
383, University Ave., 94301 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C)(M)(S) . 

California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 
443 12th Street, 92101. 
Tel. 714.2.32.2167. (C) (M) (S). 

Califor!lia: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California : San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mountaineering 
871 Santa Rosa Ave ., 93401 . 
Tel. 805.541 .1533. (C) (M)(S). 

California: Santa Barbara 
Granite Stairway Mtneering, 
3040 State Street, 93105 
Tel . 805.682.1083 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
3251 Mono Way, 95370 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

California: Upland 
Pack and Piton, 
1252 W. Foothill Blvd ., 91786. 
Tel. 714.982.7408. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616. 
Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 

Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering 
2020 30th Street, 80301 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Colorado Springs 
The Cobbler, 
10 South 25th Street, 80904. 
Tel. 303.475.7626. 
Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202. 
Tel. 303.433.6419 (C) (M) (S) . 
Colorado: Durango 
Pineneedle Mountaineering 
835 Main Ave., Suite 211, 
81301 . (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 303.247 .8728 . 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Tel. 303 .586.5391. 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M). 
Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665 .9220. (C) (M) (S) . 
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Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133.(C)(M)(S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832.(C) (M)(S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
1041, Commonwealth Avenue, 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C)(M)(S) . 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Ave. South, 55454. 
Tel. 612.339.3433. (C)(M)(S) . 
Michigan: East Lansing 
Great Lakes Mountain Supply, 
541 East Grand River Ave., 
48823. 
Tel. 517.351'.2060. 

Montana: Hamilton 
Expeditions International 
215 Main St., (Box 1040), 
59840. 
Tel. 406.363.344(!. (C)(S). 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287. 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868. (C)(M)(S). 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
-14 Main Street, 12561 . 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S). 
New York: Syracuse 
Nippenose Equipment, 
3006 Erie Blvd. East, 
Tel. 315.446.3838. (C)(M)(S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
880 W' Lancaster Ave., 19010 
Tel. 215.527 .3616. 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536. 
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LONDON 
14 Southampton Street 
London WC2E ?HY 
Telephone 01-836 8541 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155So. Highland Drive,84106 
Tel. 801.466.2101. (C)(M)(S). 
Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (Ml(S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
152511thAvenue,98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C)(M)(S) . 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M)(S). 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105. 
Tel. 206.633.4431. 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020. (C)(M)(S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C)(M)(S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H H Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
702 N. Midvale, 53705. 
Tel. 608.231.2447. 
Wisconsin: Madison 
H H Petrie Sporting Goods Inc. 
644 State Street, 53703. 
Tel. 608.257.1347. (S). 
Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C)(M)(S). 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S)(C): 

Climbing Ropes 
You can stake your life on 
MOAC ropes quality 
and performance 
- you may have to. 

f'<asti 
Messner Su=ht 

Mountaineering/Ski boot 
used by Reinhold Messner 

Nowinstock £79·50 • 

Stubai quality climbing gear - proving the 
best doesn't always cost the most. 

MANCHESTER 
166 Deansgate 
Manchester M3 3FE 
Telephone 061-834 7119 

BIRMINGHAM 
35 Cannon Street 
Birmingham B2 5EE 
Telephone 021-643 5180 
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FOR YOUR NEXT PAIR OF BOOTS· · VISIT THE EXPERTS 
* UP TO 35% DISCOUNT ON POPULAR BOOTS! * OVER 10,000 PAIRS OF BOOTS IN STOCK! 
* BUY BACK SCHEME ON CHILDREN$ BOOTS! * 14 DAYS APPROVAL (full credit on unsuitable boots) 
* FREE CATALOGUE ON REQUEST! * OVER 20 STYLES OF WALKING BOOTS! 
* EXPERT BOOT FITTING SERVICE! * PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE! 

Monte Rocca £9.95 + Tiessa Buffalo £14 .95 + Trezita £16.95 + Klettershoe £17 .95 + E.B.'s £19.95 + T iessa Beta £19 .95 + Scihetth Tramp 130751 £19 .95 + Scarpa Stelvio 11291 £22.95 
+ Scibetth Stroller (30801 £24.95 + Munari Stratos £25.00 + Munari I solo £25.00 + Scarpa Trento 11081 £29 .90 + Scarpa Wilder (5026) ,·:29.95 + Munari Rovereto £29 .95 + Munari Venosta £29.95 + 
Dolomite Vetta £34.95 + Scarpa Navarra {2081 £35 .90 + Tecnica Treviso £39.90 + Brixia Brianza £39 .90 + Scarpa Civetta {872) £39 .95 + Scarpa Bronzo (87) £44.95 + Brixia Grigna £49.90 
+Tecnica Super Guide £55.00 +Scarpa Bronzo (64) £59.90 + Brixia Long Peak £59.90 + Galibier Peuterey £83. 70 + Gali bier Super Guide £83. 70 +Galibier Super Pro £89 .70 +Scarpa Comici £89.90 + 
Galibier Makalu £139.50 + Please note that not all these models are available in all our shops. 

SHOPS AT... ... 10/12 Holborn, 138 Western Road, 
London EC1. Brighton, Sussex. 
Tel : 01 404 5681 Tel : 0273 26874 

------------------L:end to: Alpine Sports, 40 Crimscott Street, London SEt. J 
tease send me a copy of your boots catalogue .......... . -------------~AME __ 

~DDRESS 

L 

t-------Centresport, 
Merrion Centre, Leeds. 
Tel: 0532 31024 

_I 
_I 
_J 
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~------~-Jaguar 7 

NEW JAGUAR 7 features for 79/80 

fitlil ~ 
Specially positioned top pocket for extra head clearance and 
extendable flap. Extension/Snowlock sewn in. 

'KS-lOOe' - THE WORLD'S FIRST 
WATERPROOF TEXTURISED 
RUCSAC FABRIC. 

t ( KS-1 OOe is a registered trade mark of 
karrimor International Limited.) 

The sac for 
all seasons 
and all 
continents 
JAGUAR7 
Only available in the 
new KS-lOOe fabric. t 
this sac is something 
special. 

It has VERSATILITY 
as it's second name. 
with it you can: 

A. Use it as a general 
purpose Alpine sac. 
B. Add pockets to 
make it a 70 litre sac for 
carrying gear to the hut. 
C. Carry skis for ski
mountaineering. 
D. Convert it to a 
'clean' sac for rock
climbing and big routes 
by removing the frame, 
hip belt and pocket 
straps. (A piece of 
karrimat can be inserted 
into the frame pocket). 

karrimor 

fil ~<·>''• i-,1 ,~ .... 

For further details send for our fully 
illustrated price list & technical guide to 
Mrs. M . Long, karrimor 
International ltd., Avenue Parade, 
Accrington, Lancashire, BBS 6PR. 



The neoprene coated nylon makes It so strong. 
you can't believe it's so light Until you 

ber who made It 
All the Belstaff attention to detail Is then!. 

• Completely weatherproof material. 
• Seams sewn and hand taped. 

Specially constructed hood- adjusts 
flt the face and turns with your head 
Spacious pockets with foul weather 

Two way non-corrosive zip with 
ro fastened overflap. 

The trousers have a zip and long 
kle zips . 

• Material specifications approved 
Chris Bonington. 

What more could you look for? 
See it at your retailer today or 
send for a full colour brochure 
to. 

Bel•taff International 
Ltd .• 
Caroline St., Longton. 
Stoke on-Trent, 
Staffs. ST3 lDD. 

I 
lstaff 
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SHEER 
OPTJMU8M! 

The new Opt1mus 323 1s the first 
petrol stove to come onto the market 
for a while. Designed with the back 
packer and mountaineer in mind i ts 
main features include : 

Wide base for greater stability 
(diameter 120mm) 

• Compact and lightweight (630gm) 
Petrol operated, built -in Pump 

• Adjustable flame control 
Built -in fuel jet cleaning 
Wind shield 
Wide Pot support 
Safety cap 

The stove boils one litre of water in 
only 4 minutes and with its 2 litre 
tank full can burn full flame for 45 
minutes . As well as the " Optimus 
323" we have good stocks of the fil 
and the llI B, the Optimum SR petrol 

~~r1na~1 ~~sgn~h~slifo~t~:;Jn:. gg_ 

'r c~1liiialthe Sh(¥): 
1 and see us. 1 

l't '11ttj:tt:l I N I 
1 ~'6RRISON I 

- ...,,...,... , MOUNTAIN I 
'SPORTS I 
I 343 London Road' I 
I Sheffield. I 
I Tel: (0742) 56018_:_ - J L _______ __ 



Suggest a name 
for the Snowdon 
Mouldings tent ,.,,, 

This tent was f°ll'St used in the Himalayas 
up to 16,000 ft. It was then used in 
Scotland in winter, and recently provided 
shelter for Joe Brown and Mo Anthoine in 
the equatorial rain forests of Equador. 

e It doesn't leak en can be pitched on any type of 
ground, grass, sand, ice and rock e It doesn't need 
pegs e1t can be repositioned without being 
dismantled e It gives maximum volume for 
minimum pitching space eThe poles are 
guaranteed unbreakable e1t•s available as a single 
skin in Goretex, or in nylon with a flysheet eThe 
groundsheet is a completely sealed neoprene traywith 
taped seams eThe unique door construction means 
that even with snow or rain, the floor stays dry 
with the entrance open e Poles are pultruded glass 
in epoxy resin. 

0am~~ 
~ ~ 

closing date 
for entries 
April 30th 1980 

.S Snowdon St. ~ 
iiii/lJ Llanberis Gwynedd, _.. . 

0 N. Wales ll55 4HE. ::» U_una_vazlable at Y?Ur 
clzmbmg shop, write C Tel: Llanberis ~ to the manufacturer 

-_,. (028 682) 577 "' for details. 

i,["~ ·:.-

~~~}; 
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Dachstein, a t 
boot from Mei 
suitable for me 
mountains. 

BECK 
CRAMPON 

STRAPS 
• Hand-made of neoprene nylon in our small shop 
• Used by the most active climbers in Europe 
• Relied upon for Karakoram and Himalaya expeditions 
• Makers of the Chouinard crampon straps 
• Unconditionally Guaranteed 
• International orders welcome- Fast service 
• Send 154 stamp or equivalent for catalog 

Beck, Dept. K, 4025 State St., #54 Santa Barbara, CA 93110 USA 

FRIE.nos 
discount prices - mail order 
size no.1-$23.50, 2- 24.50, 

3- 25.50, 4- 30.00 
Send check or Money Order, plus 
$1.50 postage and handling to: 

outer limits 
PO.BOX 245 

EL PORTAL,CA.,95318 
Cal residents arlrl 1i01.. ::.fl!I~ .,_ 

ThE brand to choOH is Brixia. 

Which Boot? 
For the outdoors man, whether climber or backpacker, the 
right choice of boots is as important as any other part of 
his gear. A boot that is uncomfortable or leaks is 
guaranteed to make any outing a misery. Unfortunately 
many boots are not up to the treatment they are put 
through and soon prove to be a bad buy. 

To avoid this sort of disappointment it 
makes sense to choose a brand that 
has a proven record of quality, 
one that is already the 
choice of experienced 
outdoor people. 



. 
1n 

KANGCHENJUNGA 
NORTH RIDGE 1979 

Sleeping bags and suits in Gore-Tex 
,.,, by Mountain Equipment. 



UNUSUAL 
EXPEDITIONS 
FOR SMALL GROUPS 
OF EXPLORERS 
Trekking in the Himalayas 
Climbing in the Andes 
Whitewater Rafting in Alaska 
Desert Trekking in the Sahara 
Write for our 72-page color catalog 
describing more than 100 wllderneu 
expeditiODII and outings 011. 5 continents 
(lnc:lude SI for postage). 

In U.S.A. Mountain Travel 
1398-MT Solano • Albany, Ca. 94706 
(415) 527-8100 
In UJC.: Twickenham Travel 
22 Church Street• Twickenham TWl 3NW, England 
In Canada: Mountain Travel Canada 
737 Burley Drive• West Vancouver B.C . V7T 1Z7 
In Auatralla • Kew Zealand: AU8V9nlure Holidays 
P.O. Boa 54 • Mosman, N.S.W. 2088, Australia 

Therm-a-Rest on K-2 
Pumori 
McKinley 
Logan 

llljoy 
Slee11i119 Co•fort 
Anywltere ..• 

the 
self-INFLATING· INSULATING 
mattresses 

NOW IN 3 SIZES. Lightweight and com
pact, Therm-a-Rest gives you more 
sleeping comfort than other mattresses 
or pads. Just open the valve . 
3/4 length : 19"x47"x1 ½"; wt., 1½ lbs. 
Full length mattress and Sportseat available. 

THERM-A-REST/ Cascade Designs, Inc. d. N 
568 1st Avenue S., Seattle, WA 98104 

--:?<------- ' 
( Please send a copy of your Mail Order catalogue to ..... ) 

I ________________ ! I NAME I 
I ADDRESS I 

Get the Pack 
That Fits 

A Top Stabilizers should 
run from shoulder 
strap just above your 
collarbone to pack 
above your shoulder. 

:E) B Shoulder Straps 
,,. · should wrap around 

comfortably. 

C Wear the Chest Strap 
high as is comfortable . 

D The Pack should 
follow the curves of 
your spine and 

E nestle into your 
----- lower back . 

F Hip Belt should 
support the load on 
your pelvic girdle 
just below your waist . 

G The Pack must not 
~---. ... • slip onto your seat 

muscles. 

we 
ALPINE SYSTEMS 

Lowe makes packs to fit almost any body 
- or any adventure. We even make a pack 
that doubles as good-looking luggage. 
Call or write for a free catalog. 

P.O. Box 189 (7) Lafayette Colorado 80026 
(303) 665-9220 

I _________ I Do you h e money to burn? 
I MOUNTAIN 72 I If not, make sure that you contact us now for details of Direct Adventure Supplies' 

exclusive mail order service. We have discounts of up to 20% off most of the 500 top 
name items in our range, plus FREE post & packing on all orders and extra quantity 
discounts! We can save you £££££'s on all your climbing and walking gear purchases! 

Ring 01 231 3391 now for a copy of our catalogue/price list, or return the coupon. ~lilM.i.R. I•' ~Mf .iitl; 
- - - - - - - - - - - - -==================================!! 

64 Printed in England by Loxley Brother1 limited, Sheffield and London 



Notss: 
First figure of rsfsrence denotes ths issue 
numbsr. end the second number is the 
pags number. 

Figures in brackets indicate two or more 
separate references. under different sub 
headings, on the same page. 

Mouotain Index 
for Mountain number 53-64 1977 and 1978 

The ranges. or countries, of all mountains. C · 1 d b Ed G · d I 
except those in the Mt. 8/Bnc Group, are Orn pl E: Y nn ey 
givBn in brackets. 

A 
Abbas, Rick; 57-19 
Abbe, Mt. (Alaska); 58;14 
Abelein, Manfred; 60-16 
Abrey, Geraldine; 54-15, 57-18 
Access: 

Little Orme (N. Wales); 54-15 
Nepal; 54-13, 56-45 
Chapel Head Scar; 55-14, 53-48 
Lundy (birds); 57-19 
Letter: Freedom versus rules by Ed 
Hart;64-59 
Letter: Time limits in Yosemite by 
J. A. Kirk; 64-59 

Accomazzo, Rick; 56-12, 15, 
57-15,58-16 

A.C.T. (Aus); 60-16 
Adams, Carter, H; 53-11 
Adams,John;59-16,63-17 
Adams, Pat; 57- 14, 63-15 
Addy, Chris; 54-1 5 
Adt, Monika; 53-17 
Afanassief, Jean; 55-11, 64-13 
Agresti, Henri; 53-14 
Ahlborn, Dan; 60-15 
Ailefroide, (Dauphine); 64-16 
Ainley, Bob; 54-14 
Akiyami, Hiroaki; 60-14 
Akiyama, Tomomi; 53-13 
Alai, A; 63-15 
Alam Kuh (Iran); 63-15 
Alaska/Yukon; 53-14, 55-13, 

56-13,57-14,61-12,63-12 
Albertini, Rolando; 53-16 
Alcock, Dave; 55-14, 56-15 
Alexander Peak (Malaysia); 53-12 
Allalinhorn (Pennine Alps); 53-17 
Allain, Pierre; a profile by Yves 

Ballu; 62-28 
Allen, lain; 53-13 (3), 55-13 (2), 

58-15 (2), 61-11, 12, 64-16 
Allievi, Punta (Bregaglia); 55-13 
Allison, Fergus; 59-16 
Alpamayo/Nevado (Cord. Blanca); 

53-13, 54-13, Centrespread 
53-28 

Alps, The: 
Lady of the Grandes Jorasses; 
53-19 
Article The Old Queen's Summit
Baggers; 55-36 
Bernese Oberland; 53-18, 54-14, 
57-15,58-16,60-17,61-14, 
64-17 
Blanc Massif, The; 53-16, 54-14 
54-14,55-14,55-14,56-11, 
57-15,58-16,59-15,60-16, 
61-13,62-13,63-13,64-16 
Bregaglia, The; 55-13, 58-16, 
60-17, 64-17 
Dauphine, The; 53-16, 59-16, 
64-16 

Dolomites, The; 53-18, 54-14, 
58-16,59-15,60-17 
Eastern Alps; 53-18 
Pennine Alps, The; 53-17, 
54-14,55-14,56-11,57-15, 
59-15, 62-14 
Switzerland Central; 53-18 

Alps The; 
Solo Climbs; 61-13 

Altman Dave; 59-14 
Aman, Ashraf; 58-12 
Amemiya, Takashi; 62-11 
Ament, Pat; (illus) 54-32, 35, 

64-15 
Book Master of Rock reviewed by 
Michael Tobias; 59-48 

Amery Leo; (illus); 54-44 
Ammerer, Gustav; 60-14 
Ancocancha (Cord. Huayhuash); 

57-14 
Andersen, Jens; 53-13 
Anderson, Rab; 56-13, 59-16, 

64-18 
Anderson, Richard; 56-11 
Anderson, Warwick; 61-13 

Andes, The; 53-13, 54-13, 56-12, 
57-14,58-13,60-15 

Andromeda, Mt. (Baffin Island); 
53-13 

Andrejcic, Zvone; 53-16 
Angdu Ri (Kulu/Kashmir); 56-11 
Anghileri, Felice; 53-17 
Angione, Jim; 60-15 
Anglesey; 53-18, 56-14, 57-17, 

58-17,61-17,62-15,63-16, 
17 
Two part article; The Gogarth Saga 
57-20,58-28 
Guide Reviewed; 60-45 

Annapurna 1; 59-12, 62-12, 
64-14 

Article: Annapurna: Annapurna by 
G. 0. & Norman Dyhrenfurth; 
58-44 

Annapurna 3; 59-12 
Annapurna 4 (Nepal); 53-11 
Anthoine, Mo; 57-13, 39, 61-13, 

15 
Antisonraju (Cord. Blanca); 54-13 
Aoki, Masaki; 58-12 
Arapiles, Mt (Aust); 55-12 (2) 
Article: Sorry but the bt!er's cold by 

Keith Lockwood; 63-38 
Argentiere, Aig de (M.B.); 61-13 
Arkless, Breda; 59-16 
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Review: Climbing Ice by Yvon 
Chouinard; 64-54 

Review: Hamish's Mountain Walk; 
64-55 

Gemelli, Piz (Bregaglia); 55-13 
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Huggan, Ian; 63-15 
Hughes, Roger; 57-19, 61 - 17, 

64-19 
Humble, Ben (Obit); 58-49 
Hunt, Jack; 62-12, 13 
Hunter, A; 62-15 
Hunter; G. N.; 57-16 
Hunter, Ken; 60-15 
Hunter, Mt. (Central Alaska 

Range); 53-14, 57-14 
Huntington (Central Alaska 

Range); 53-14, 55-13, 58- 14, 
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Since Gore-Tex first appeared on the outdoor scene it has met with 
tremendous success both home and abroad and has been acclaimed as 
an answer to the prayers of climbers, mountaineers, walkers and 
campers. 

Such diverse characters as Alan Rouse, Rab Carrington, Brian Hall, 
Cosimo Zappelli and John Merrill have all been converted to this 
material in this period. 

Berghaus have gone to great lengths in the past to ensure that 
Gore-Tex has been seen to its best advantage in superb garments such 
as the Colt (left), Mistral (centre), and Sirocco (right). Welded seams 
have given even greater protection and strength to the Gore-Tex 
argument, yet a slight doubt always remained - that of garment leak-
age associated with soiling . Certain people have a type of body oil which, 
in excessive exertion, can cause the material to malfunction. 

However, we are now happy to announce that W. L. Gore has solved 
this problem after 2½ years of technical r·esearch. All Gore-Tex fabrics 
for over one year have been produced incorporating a significant 
modification to the Gore-Tex film, rendering it insensitive to contamin
ation. This modification does not affect the comfort performance of 
Gore-Tex garments so now the inconvenience of frequent laundering 
is not required. 

A GREAT PRODUCT BECOMES EVEN GREATER! 
For further details and catalogue on Berghaus clothing write to Dept. CG. 

Gore- Tex is a reg'd T.M. of 
W. L. Gore and Associates. 

bc,ghau, 
34 Dean Street, Newcastle upon Tyne , Telephone: 0632 23561 



akes Great Looking Climbers 

PETER STORM ALSO MANUFACTURf;S: 

SUPER TOUGH PVC FOUL 
WEATHER GEAR 
"NO SWEAT" FOUL WEATHER GEAS 

PROOFED PURE 
WOOL SWEATERS AND CAPS 

AT CLIMBING AND SPORTING SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 
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