


Jaguar 
Sacs for all seasons and all continents 

c 
0 

"5, 
I'.: .... 
0 
E .E 
~ 

N 
Ii. m 
:::s m m 
-t 

Extension
Snowlock (Jaguar 7) 

5 models to suit 
every requirement 
Made in KS-1 OOe (exceptJaguar2), these sacs are 
constructed on the renowned karrimor AERGO 
design giving comfort and performance second to none. 
Models 2 , 4 and 6 are designed for the backpacker, mountain walker and 
globetrotters, whilst models 1 and 7 were created for the serious mountaineer. 
Top of the range Jaguar 7 is now joined by the smaller capacity (50 litres) Jaguar 1 
which is perfect for Alpine day climbing,_ Scottish winter routes and for the ladies. 

Both sacs have VERSATILITY for their second name ..... 
a) As supplied for a general Alpine sac and ski touring. 
b) Attach pockets to add up to 20 litres more capacity for load carrying. 
c) Carry skis with or without pockets. 
d) Convert itto a 'clean' high standard climbing sac by removing the hip belt, frame 

and pocket straps (don' t forget, you can replace them with the 2 -piece Beta belt 
and the !format frame to achieve the "body-hugging" performance). 

Features common to all Jaguars are: 
• AERGO construction with the rigid internal frame which maintains the air gap 

between body and sac - and top comfort! 
• True hip-load carrying capability with knuckle-jointed sac to belt attachment -

giving body movement with complete lateral stability. 
• Unique back-panel design with foam "pads wrapped in nylon, oversewn onto 

KS-lOOe, and containing a special pocket for a karrimor sit mat 
• Thickly padded and precisely shaped hip-belt with the karrlmor "QR" (quick 

release) safety buckle for one finger release. 

JAGUAR: A PRODUCT OF KARRIMOR TECHNOLOGY 

'KS-lOOe' -THE WORLD'S FIRST 
WATERPROOF TEXTURJSED RUCSAC FABRIC 
* (KS-100e is q registered trade mark of 

[ __________ ~ 
karrimor International ltd. 

Jaguar 7 Versatility 

For furth er detai ls, and Technica l Guide. w rite to Dept . M J2, karrimor International ltd., Avenue Parade, Acc rington 8 B5 6 PR , Lanes., Eng land. 
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Another No. 1 
from karrimor . .. 
THEASOLO 
CHOUINARD CANYON 
Originally designed by Chouinard. 
Further developed by top Italian climber Franco Perlotto. 
Made by one of the worlds top manufacturers- ASOLO. 

e BUil T TO LAST 
e A NEW STANDARD 

IN ROCK BOOTS 

8 

Ring or write for our list of stockists to: 

e DESIGNED TO CLIMB 
e LASTED FOR 

COMFORT & FIT. 

5 
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"SLICK" is: a revolutionary low hysteresis sole rubber 
unique to ASOLO. It offers to climbers what 'slick' 
tyres gave to racing drivers - SUPER FRICTION. 

"SLICK" is: greatly increased friction: longer lasting: 
abrasion resistant: lower in stretch. 

FEATURES: 5 Specially shaped tongue: Doesn't slip c!own 
side of foot. 
6 Leather insole: Won't break up. 

1 Rand: Highest specification for stretch and tear 7 English last: Comfort- can be worn all day. 
resistance. Fit: foot is gripped all over. 
2 Ringed eyelets: (not rose clenched). 8 Profile: Low profile at toe for narrow cracks. 
Won't pull out. 9 Unique sole support: Allows toe to heel bend 
3 Leather upper - canvas lined: Comfort and but gives lateral strength for edge holds. 
no heat build-up. No perspiration - upper Will retain its support indefinitely. 
breathes. 10 Flexibility: Despite sole support boot <:an turn 
4 Leather heel spine: Protection and support/ through 90° at the instep to facilitate 
durability. "toe-cracking··. 

karrimor International ltd., Dept. M.C.1. Avenue Parade, Accrington,Lancs. 885 6PR, England. Tel: Accrington (0254) 385911. Telex: 635188. 
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Our rucksacks 
are LESS EXPENSIVE 

but we haven't n1ade then1 
any cheaper! 

How? 
• By being a major manufacturer with a 

volume of production that enables us 
to keep our prices down to a very 
competitive level. 

• By designing a compact range of 
anatomic rucksacks , which , together 
with our pack frames and day sacks , 
offers a selection that will suit the 
majority of needs. 

• By not introducing unnecessary 
gimmicks which would add to the 
cost but not the efficiency of the 
rucksack. 

• By making each style available only 
in green , the most popular colour. 

COURMAYEUR 71 litres 
Anatomic sack, lid pocket, 
crampon patch, ice-axe fittings, 
two side pockets. 

TYROL 66 litres 
Same body as Courmayeur 
but without side pockets. 
Price: around £30 

Caravan rucksacks are made with the 
finest quality materials which for the 
anatomic sacks and packframes have 
a finished weight of 270 gms/sq.m. 

Caravan rucksacks -for the 
greatest value for money. Price: around £36 

CHAMONIX 62 litres 
Anatomic sack, 
chest & waist strap, 
provision for pockets. 
Price: around £24 

BRENTA 67 litres 
Same body as Chamonix 
with two additional pockets. 
Price: around £32 

PONDEROSA 802 106 litres 
World famous backpackers' unit. 
Super strong black astral frame. 
Price: around £69 

RIDGELINE 45 litres 
Economy unit for 
the smaller person. 
L-shaped adjustable screwed frame. 
Price: around £20 

Our 72 page magazine plus catalogue 
is packed full of interesting articles 
plus advice on choice and use of 
rucksacks. sleeping bags. tents. 
clothing and other gear. 

Send 42p postage for your copy ® 

of Caravan Backpacking 1981. 
now! 

Northern Feather Leisure (UK) Ltd. 
1 Newfield Drive. Menston. llkley 

West Yorkshire LS29 6JQ 

••• s,~ of Ille best - from Ct1rt1r,t111 BACKPACKING 
CARAVAN FOR THE FINEST SLEEPING BAGS· TENTS• RUCKSACKS• PROTECTIVE CLOTHING 



Australian 

The new Australian magazine for 
people who like the adventure of 
wild places. 

Featuring pictures, personalities 
and information on the rucksack 
sports ... a quality magazine, every 
season. 
Subscribe now and be sure to 
get your copy posted to you four 
times a year. 

Send your name and address 
(please print) and $6.95 for one year 
(4 issues), or $13.25 for two years (8 
issues) (cheque or money order in 
Australian currency or equivalent: 
add $A 1 .80 for each 4 issues to 
overseas addresses, including NZ). 

Post today to Wild Publications 
Pty Ltd PO Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 
3181 Australia. Editor, Chris Baxter. 

School& 
Gulde Service 

CLIMBING 
UNLIMITED 

We provide expen instruction in 
all phases of rockclimbing and 
mountaineering. Our courses are 
designed to provide you with all 
the knowledge you will need for 
your own adventures. Guided 
climbs and excursions into the 
little known pans of California's 
High Sierra are available by prior 
arrangement. 
For Details Contact: Box 2000-
186, South Lake Tahoe, G4 95705, 
916/ 544-0332 

lity mountaineering hardware. 
red in Glencoe using the latest 

"A very practical 
approach." 

-Yvon Chouinard 
This clear, up-to-date 
manual focuses on 

· movement techniques 
and encourages rapid • 
progress to a high level 
of expertise. Illustrated 
throughout with superb 
black and white photos 
and line drawings. ,. 

Learning to 
Rock Climb 
192 pp. S½xll. 
100 b/w photos, 
40 line drawings, 
index. 
$17 .95 cloth, 
$9.95paper 

Available at bookstores 
or from 

SIERRA CLUB 
530 Bush St. 
San Francisco, CA 94108 

we were into curves while 
everyone else was still straight 

roc,l<s - the original 
curved stopper 

available from RE.I. and other leading US stares 

mountaineering 
equipment 

by 

WILD 
c.ounrRY 

AlMAROAD 
TIDESWELL 
DERBYSHIRE 
SK17 SND 
ENGLAND 

TELEPHONE 0298 871562 
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The Forrest Sit Harness 
Lighter, stronger, and more convenient 
than any other one-piece harness 
on the market. 

Back in 1970, Forrest Mountaineering introduced the 
first climber's harness-The Forrest Swami Belt and 
Leg Loops Shortly afterwards , we came out with our 
one piece Sit Harness which today continues to be 
the finest harness available for climbing, belaying, 
rappelling, jumaring, and rescuing 

Since we were the first to produce a climbers harness, you know that many years of experience 
have gone into the making of this primary life support system. And over the years, our expanding 
knowledge and continuing emphasis on quality control make our Sit Harness the finest in safety 
and comfort. In fact, independent tests show (see Off Belay Magazine, February 1 981) that the Forrest 
harness system is less stressful than any other harness. 

Why settle for an imitation when the original is still the best? 
The Forrest Sit Harness-The finest in safety and comfort. 

Also available in women's models. 

For the dealer nearest you 
call toll free 1-800-525-8102 
In Colorado call 433-3372 

Photo P. &abari'Ou 

Leading a 5.15 pitch ! 

~ ' . 1517 PLATTE STREET 

• .--""~_.....,,.,_ .. _,4 DENVER, COLORADO 8020 2 

When it comes to rope handling 
You just won't beat a Beal 

The leading French Kernmantel Ropes 
UIAA approved 

~EAL ropes 
British Distributor: Ardblair Sports - James Street 

Blairgowrie, Perthshire PH 10 6 EZ 

U.S.· Distributor: Paul Ross - Box 1277 
North Conway - NH 03860 
Phone: 603-356-2701 

Australian Distributor: Mountain Designs PTY: LTD 
: P. 0. Box 93 - Brisbane - qld 
: Phone (07) 52-8804 

BEAL - B.P. 235 - 38201 VIENNE - FRANCE 
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The Greenland jacket 
EUROPE'S MOST SUCCESSFUL CLIMBING, FELLWALKING 
AND OUTDOOR JACKET, NOW AVAILABLE IN BRITAIN 
Designed in Sweden by 
Fjallraven, one of the world's 
leading climbing equipment 
manufacturers, the Greenland 
is possibly the best selling 
outdoor jacket in Europe. 

The Hood -Specially cut to ~---,::- Double Yoke - Double sewn over 
shoulders and upper back for extra allow free head movement. 

Double Seams- For extra 
weather protection. 

The Mark of the Fox ----• 
is your guarantee 
of quality and 
durability. 

Bellows - Under 
the arms for full 
freedom of 
movement. 

Brass press- :--:---~ 
button - Nickel 
plated and anti
corrosive. 

Side Pockets------
With flaps and press-
buttons. Extra warming 
pockets behind. 

ONLY AVAILABLE BY MAIL 
ORDER-DIRECT FROM 
FJALLRAVEN 
Access, Barclaycard and Visa Holders 
welcome. All orders despatched 
within 24 hours of receipt. Please allow 
7 days for delivery. Money or goods 
refunded if not absolutely delighted. 
Simply return to us unmarked within 
7-l0days. 
Make cheques payable to: 
FJALLRA VEN SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT (UK) LTD. Post to: 
P.O. Box 5, Dallamires Industrial 
Estate, Ripon HG4 lTW. 
SIZES: 34" /36", 38" /40", 42" /44 ", 
46" /48". 
Colours: Green, Sand, Navy. 
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~ rain protection. 

Fabric - Is the unique 
GlOOO (65% Polyester, 
35 % Cotton) unlined, 

specially produced for Fjallraven 
to give exceptional wear with 

low weight. Water proofing can 
be further increased with an 

occasional application of 
solid paraffin. 

;..a►,.-___ Reinforced Sleeves -
Double fabric from the 

elbow gives longer wear. 

losing-Double nylon 
zipper and press-buttons 

for extra weather protection. 

~ ---1- -------~.., I ~ost to: Fjallraven Sports Equipment (UK) Ltd., PO Box 5, .. I I · •~ , .~I 
I Dallamires Industrial Estate, Ripon HG41TW ~ .=. M M2 

Tel: Ripon (0765) 5363-24 hour service. Access_or Barclaycard's welcome. I 
I Please send me the following items: If paymg by credit card please 1 ensure that the address given is the 

I same as the credit card holder. 1 I enclose my cheque/PO for 

I £ ____ or please debit my I 
Access/Barclaycard Account No. 

I ----1 
I Mr/Mrs/Miss______ ____ Signature __________ I 
I !Block Capita Isl 

Address _________ ~ Free 1981 Sales Catalogue tick if required□ I 

! '•.::::'"""""'"" rn,~~;:~~~>MA M,m,e, - f ~!-~ ! 
~ ------------------~ 



The Trento's strong, durable, one piece 
amphibio leather upper and Blake sewn 
construction, together with full leather 
throughsole, fulfils the requirements of 
discerning hillwalkers and scramblers. 
Add a Gold Seal Vibram Sole and this 
superb boot will take you the distance 
every time. 
Price £38.90. 
The Trento is just one model in a large 
range of footwear from Berghaus. 
For colour brochure and further details 
write to Dept. C.R. bcr,ghau, 

34 Dean Street. Newcastle upon Tyne, NE 1 1 PG, England 
Telephone: (0632) 23561 . Telex : 537728 Bghaus G 
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HOW 
TOBUYATTHE 
LOWEST PRICE .. 

ALPINE SPORTS NOW OFFER A UNIQUE 

PRICE GUARANTEE 
*1F YOU FIND A LOWER PRICE 

WE WILL REFUND THE DIFFERENCE! 

THE LOWEST PRICE 
At Alpine Sports we go to considerable 
lengths to offer the best price on all our 
products. However, there is always the 
possibility of another shop or mail order 
company undercutting our prices and 
therefore we offer this unique price guar
antee. This guarantee ensures that if you 
know of a lower price elsewhere for the 
same product you can automatically claim 
a refund of the difference. 

SAVE TIME -SAVE MONEY 
As our customer you get a double advant
age: firstly you don't waste time shopping 
around for the lower price, and secondly 
you can be assured that at Alpine Sports 
you are getting the best possible value for 
money . 

• 

NO MORE MAIL ORDER HASSLES 
Mail order companies with low overheads 
somtimes work on lower margins but the 
problems of buying by mail often didn't 
justify the savings involved. Now, those 
savings no longer exist!. In the shop we 
can give you expert advice, show you 
alternative products that are better value 
and better quality, and you can try for 
size, see the colour and be 100% sure that 
a product is right before you buy it. 

(N.B. Claim must be made within 14 days of purchase & must be a genuine non-sale price of goods held in stock by a bona fide U.K.retailer.) 



YOU CAN GET THE LOWEST 
PRICE AT ANY OF THESE SHOPS 

Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
450, Sauchiehall St_, __ -1-,,-.+--"I( 
Glasgow G2 

1, Wemyss Place, 
...,._~.----- West end of Oueen St., 

Tel 041 333 0809 

CREDIT CARDS 
Alpine welcome the use of credit cards in 
particular our own Alpine Sports card 
which offers a lower interest rate than 
many of the alternatives. 

INSTANT CREDIT 
If you are over 21 and have a bank cheque 
card we can give you up to £250 of inst
ant credit - fill in the form and take the 
goods away without paying a penny!!! 
(APR 26.8% variable). 

MAIL ORDER 
If you can't make it to one of our shops 
we do have a mail order service. Simply 
telephone or send your order to the near
est shop. 

Edinburgh EH3 6DH 
Tel•031 225 5640 

London 
10/12, Holborn, 
London EC 1 
Tel 01 404 5681 

London 
215, Kensington High St., 
London W8 
Tel . 0 1 938 19 11 

Brighton (The Kensington shop does 
138, Western Rd., not sell climbing hardware) 

Brighton BN 1 2LA 
Tel 0273 26874 

EXCLUSIVE PRODUCTS -DESIGNED BY EXPERTS 
When you spend all day talking to custo
mers and selling specialist equipment you 
quickly discover the design faults associa
ted with the well known 'branded' produ
cts. Most of the main manufacturers now 
make specially modified products which 
are exclusive to Alpine and, in many cases 
are also significantly cheaper. 

1~1 o~i• 
. . ~~s\> 

ut-1'~ ,..,_. s 
f\~u 

... ,,~osu~ ~s _,., 
~ s"'t--~ 

o'-'-~ 
G· ~ 

s"'''~ • ~,~c; -
,~~~ 

\)~~t,. 
t-J'O 
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Campbell Mountaineering offers four lines of shallow
angle wedge chocks. Each line has it's own distinct 
advantages and it's own appropriate field of use. The 
type of rock, the particular route, and the individual 
climber each contribute in determining the best chock 
type for each particular situation. 

Wedgefasttm chocks are our 
strongest chocks. They have a 
wide face and a reinforced top, 
both of which improve their 
holding power in the rock. The 
runner pathway follows a wide 
smoothly milled arc thus op
timizing the runner strength. 
Sharp flashing along the runner 

pathway, which could possibly cut the runner, has been 
removed, and the runner egress at the bottoni of the 
chock has been Cc\refully flaired so as to further protect 
the runner. Wedgefasttm chocks are designed for 
strength. 

Saddlewedgetm chocks incor
porate most of the same im
provements found in the 
Wedgefasttm chocks. In addi
tion, the Saddlewedgetm chocks 
can be placed so as to "saddle" 
a nubbin, a small ridge, or some 
other irregularity and thereby 
become "keyed" against lateral 

displacement. Such placements require some practice in 
order to assure adaquate chock-to-rock contact; however, 
once properly set, they show exceptional stability. 
Saddlewedgetm chocks can often provide a means of 
finessing stable placements which would not otherwise 
be possible. 

"N" Series chocks. The 
Wedgefasttm Bn and Sad
dlewedgetm Bn are the first 
members of two new lines 
of chocks. These "N 1' series 
chocks have much narrower 
faces and are specifically 
designed for use in shallow 
cracks or for placement in 
small "PQCkets". They are 

not as strong as our standard width chocks, but they can 
often be placed where other chocks would not fit, and as 
such are a valuable adjunct to the climber's rack. 

Campbell Mountaineering chocks are available through 
better climbing outfitters worldwide. For further infor
mation contact you local outfitter or write: 
Campbell Mountaineering, Inc., P.O. Box 9339, Madison, 
WI 53715 U.S.A. 

Sole U.K. distributor: 
troll safety equipment ltd. 
Spring Mill, Uppermill, Nr. Oldham, OL3 6AA 

U.S. wholesale distribution: Climb High, 
'22.7 Main St., Burlington, VT 05401 U.S.A. 

,. 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

More 
Polish 
Success 
NEPAL 

Annapurna I (8091 m) 
The Klub Wysokog6rski (High 
Mountain Club) Zakopane 
Annapurna expedition, was under 
the leadership of the experienced 
climber Ryszard Szafirski (44). The 
party consisted of Maciej Berbeka 
(27), Ryszard Gajewski (27), 
Zdzislaw Kiszela (28). Maciej 
Pawlikowski (29), Buguslaw 
Probulski (28), Wladyslaw Stoir'lski 
(30), Lech Korniszewski (44, 
physician) abd Szymon Wdowiak 
(45, film-maker). Their objective 
was to climb the South Face via the 
central buttress. Despite bad 
weather the plan was fully carried 
out. 
Base Camp was established on 
March 30 at 4,300m. On April 
2 and April 8 two camps were 
sited: at 5400 and 6100m. The 
climb was alternating ice and snow 
- steep and dangerous with 
pitches of artificial. On some days 
the leading team climbed only 
100-150ft. After 3 weeks of hard 
work Berbeka, Gajewski and 
Probulski made Camp Ill (6800m). 
The weather was now poor: 
thunder, storms and a bit of snow 
every afternoon. Twenty pitches of 
technical rock and mixed brought 
the team to the site for Camp IV, 
which was pitched on May 19 at 
7300m. Stoir'lski and Pawlikowski 
descended to Base Camp, leaving 
Berbeka and Probulski to push on 
ahead. On May 20 this duo fixed 
ropes and the next day abandoned 
Camp IV and sited the small 
"Salewa" tent at a height of 
7750m (Camp V). A tremendous 
storm began. The two men spent 
some 40 hours in the tent unable 
to sleep or cook. Finally on May 23 
at 1 0 a.m. the weather was better. 
Berbeka and Probulski made a 
critical decision: push up for the 
summit. 
They climbed free up a steep 
technical (V) rock wall of about 
400ft. A corniced knife-edged 
snow arete followed. This 
dangerous arete joined the non
technical summit ridge. The 
climbers went on to the wind 
protected north side. At 5.30 p.m. 
the long-awaited radio message 
came from Berbeka that he and 
Probulski were the happy climbers 
to finish the new route and to 
reach the Middle summit of 
Annapurna (8051 m). Because of 
worsening weather conditions they 
stayed only 1 0 minutes on the top. 
Descent and rappel by the same 
route took 4 ½ hours to camp V. 
The expedition climbed oxygenless 
and without use of sherpas. It 
fixed, in total, over 1 0,000ft of 
rope. Much of the climb was done 
during poor weather or blizzard 
conditions. No accident and no 
serious illnesses occurred. The new 
route bisects the South Face, 
following a beautiful and elegant 
line. It presents great difficulties in 
long continuity (on an average IV 
with crucial pitches of V and 
pitches of artificial climbing on 

;. 

ice). It will undoubtedly remain one 
of the most technical climbs in the 
Himalayas. The climbers compare 
the route to a multipiied Bonatti 
Buttress, Matterhorn north face. 
The new route has been dedicated 
to the badly wounded Pope and 
named "John Paul II Route" . 
The Swedish Himalayan Expedition 
led by Tommy Sandberg was 
intending to climb the Southeast 
Ridge of Glacier Dome then via Roe 
Noire to the East Ridge of 
Annapurna I to East, Central and 
Main Summits of Annapurna I. 
The failed to reach Annapurna 
summit but Glacier Dome's summit 
(7193m) was reached on 5th May 
by three members and on 12th 
May by two of the same members 
plus two other members. Roe Noir 
(7485m) was traversed on 13th 
May by two members, on 14th 
May by the same two plus one 
other member, and on 16th May 
by same two once again. 
The highest point reached was 
7500m at foot of East Ridge 
running up to Annapurna l's East 
Summit. 
This was the third expedition to try 
to reach Annapurna I via 5 mile 
long East Ridge approach from 
Glacier Dome. 

Annapurna IV (7525m) 
A German Alpine Club Expedition 
led by Franz Kroell climbed the 
North West Ridge. Kroell led a party 
up the same route last year, on this 
occasion he was accompanied by 
Achim Musial, a West German, and 
sherpas Nga Temba and Ang 
Dorjee. 

Lhotse 8511 m 
In a most impressive attempt the 
Yugoslav Expedition climbed all 
but 500ft of the South Face. The 
team comprised of 23 climbers -
many members of the Everest West 
Ridge team included - plus five 
members of accompanying team, 
including radio-man, doctor, two 
TV-crew and a cook, it was led by 
Ales Kunaver. They established the 
camps during April, in poor 
weather. Then commenced a high 
altitude siege possible only with 
the use of oxygen. Life was made 

Top: Annapurna South Face, Polish route on right, British route left. Photo: 
Szafirski. Above: Bogus/aw Probulski (left) and Mace/ Berbeka, successful 
climbers. Photo: Nyka. Below: Lhotse South Face with Yugoslav line. Photo: 
Savenc. 
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harder because Camp 5 in a snow 
gully in the centre of yellow bend 
was built on shallow, unstable 
snow. Permanent avalanche made 
this camp the worst of all and 
extremely difficult to exist in, so in 
the last part of the climb, the camp 
was avoided and distance to Camp 
6 covered in one day. 
Two attempts direct to the summit 
were made on May 10th and 14th. 
Both failed due to short available 
working time (weather conditions 
did not permit climbing except 
early in the mornings) . The upper 
ridge was all the time under strong 
wind and drifting snow. The last 
effort was directed to the left 
variation out of the face to the West 
Lhotse shoulder, and was made by 
Vanja Matijevec and Francek Knez 
on May 18th from Camp 6. 
Traversing the upper ice field to the 
left they followed the steep and 
extremely unstable terrain on east 
edge of the exit ice fields. 
Unstable snow towers broke twice, 
causing two 50ft falls, but no injury 
to the falling climbers. Progress 
was slow and difficult due to the 
snow conditions which forced 
them to come up right to a sort of 
tower on the ridge, reached at 6 
p.m. 
The first plan to break the cornice 
and descend to the Western Cwm 
and be picked up by helicopter was 
abandoned(!) and they descended 
the ascent route. They reached 
Camp 4 at four o'clock in the 
morning after 25 hours climbing! 
The face was equipped with fixed 
ropes to Camp 6 . Above C-6 the 
rope was fixed with interruptions to 
the altitude of 8150-8250. 
Oxygen was used above C-6. The 
team was assisted by 1 2 sherpas. 
It is a matter of course that such a 
serious problem - the 10,500ft 
face is actually the biggest in the 
Himalayas- can not submit at 
once. But the Yugoslav expedition 
deserves very high appreciation. 
The route was 95% completed. In 
comparison with this feat, the 
efforts of previous expeditions to 
the Lhotse South Face, among them 
Messner's attempt, seems to be 
comical. The Yugoslav team is 
among the best high altitude 
teams. All climbers are relatively 
young (average age 26 years), but 
nearly all Himalaya experienced. 
Nejc Zapiotnik climbed three 8-
thousanders: Makalu 1975, 
Gashehrbrum I 1977 and Everest 
1979. The activity of all expedition 
members was admirable. After 8 
weeks of hard climbing, they had 
the will power to make four summit 
attempts at 8300 metres in really 
poor weather! 
The Bulgarian Lhotse Expedition 
repeated the Original route. 
On April 30th the expedition leader 
Christo Prodanov, began at 7 a.m. 
from Camp IV without oxygen. Two 
others, Metodi S. Savov and 
Ognian P. Baldjinski started at 7 .45 
with oxygen equipment. At 8 .20 
Prodanov annour,ced by radio, that 
he was already in the couloir. At 
the end of the couloir he climbed a 
steep rock and ice wall and 
reached the summit at 13.55. The 
weather during this time was bad . 
There was heavy fog and strong 
wind. Apart from that there were 
electrical discharges between his 
body and the metal frame of his 
rucksack! He spent about 20 
minutes on the summit, -then called 
Base camp and announced that the 
other two climbers have not been 
seen yet. He started descending 
and reached Camp IV around 6 
p.m. 
Savov and Baldjinski reached the 
Reiss Couloir at 1 2.30. They were 
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both using oxygen and developed 
trouble in their oxygen masks. They 
were forced to descend back to the 
Camp IV. However, they reached 
an altitude of 8200 metres. This 
was the first Bulgarian expedition 
to the Himalayas. 

Lhotse Shar (8383m) 
The Basque Expedition attempting 
to climb the South Ridge of Lhotse 
Shar were hampered by the loss of 
one man of the four man team 
through illness. Two members 
reached 7550m but were defeated 
by fierce winds which blew much 
of their equipment down the South 
Face. 

Kangchenjunga (8598m) & 
Valungkang (8429m) 
A Japanese Expedition led by 
Kinishi Yamamori of the Himalaya 
Association of Tokyo succeeded in 
climbing both the Main Summit of 
Kangchenjunga and to the summit 
of Yalungkang. Five Japanese and 
one Sherpa reached 
Kangchenjunga summit on 9th May 
and five Japanese reached the 
summit of Yalungkang on the same 
day. The traverse was not 
attempted by either summit team 
because ridge route from one 
summit to the other would be 
much more difficult and time
consuming than originally 
expected with a bivouac camp 
required on this very high ridge. 
A Czechoslavak Expedition 
repeated the North East Ridge route 
as done by the Anglo-French 
Expedition in 1979. Jozef Psotka 
and Ludovit Zahoransky reached 
the summit on 20th May. 
On Yalungkang an American/ 
Australian Expedition led by Chris 
Chandler repeated the Japanese 
1 980 North Face Route on 
Kangchenjunga to its junction with 
the 1979 Anglo-French Route but 
failed at around 8,000m whilst 
traversing West Yalungkang to the 
main summit. It was a good effort 
by two climbers alone - or mostly 
alone; they and the Czechoslovaks 
on Kangchenjunga operated 
together part of the time. 

Jannu (7710m) 
All siz members and two Sherpas 
of the Navarran Expedition from 
Spain reached the summit of 
Jannu via the original French Route 
on 7th May. 
A Czechoslovak Expedition 
returned to Jannu and completed 
their route via the South West 
Ridge to the South Ridge and South 
Face. After placing seven camps 
Robert Galfy, Ivan Vozarik and Dr. 
Lauren Divald reached the summit 
23rd May. They operated in 
conjunection with the 
Kangchenjunga team. 

Everest (8848m) 
The Meiji University Expedition 
from Japan failed at 8,750m on 
the West Ridge after placing five 
camps. Junichi Tanaka and Shin 
Taguchi were forced to abandon 
the attempt on the 20th May. 
During the course of their attempt 
they worked out several more 
direct variations keeping more to 
the Ridge _than previous attempts. 

Cho Oyu (8153m) 
A joint Nepal/Japan Expedition, the 
first permitted to the mountain for 
17 years, attempted the East Face 
but soon abandoned it because of 

Above: Shivling, the new route is the front ridge. Photo: Schwarzgruber. 

daily big avalanches and switched 
to the South Ridge. Regrettably 
they failed at a height of 7, 1 20m 
after placing 5 camps. 

Dhaulagiri I (8167m) 
The Canadian Dhaulagiri 
Expedition successfully reached 
the summit of Dhaulagiri via the 
North East Ridge. Adrian and Alan 
Burgess reached the summit on 
the 1 7th May. 

The Japanesf Expedition to the 
East Face actually climbed the 
North East Ridge in alpine style with 
five bivouacs. The summit was 
reached on the 2nd June by 
Hironobu Kamuro solo. Kamuro 
claims a solo ascent from 5,700 
metres (Northeast col) to summit 
and reutrn. No oxygen of course. A 
Sherpa went with him to Col , and a 
Japanese friend , who spent most 
of the time at Base Camp, went up 
to Col to meet him on his return . 
He left Base on 27th May, the col 
bivouac on 29th May, returning to 
Col on 4th June and to Base Camp 
on 5th June with slightly frost 
bitten toes. 

Makalu (8481 m) 
Robert Schauer soloed from 
7,800m to the summit via the 
North West Ridge on April 25th. 
Schauer aged 27, an Everest 
summiter in 1978, was a member 
of a 12-man Austrian Makalu 
expedition led by Hanns Schell. 
Another member Georg Bachler 
got to within some 1 50ft. of the 
summit, also solo on the 17th May. 
The Anglo-Polish Expedition failed 
at 7800m on the North West side 
during acclimatization but failed to 
get above 6800m during their 
attempt on their main objective, 
the West face. 

Manaslu (8156m) 
A German Expedition led by Hans 
Von Kaenel placed a total of fifteen 
members on the summit in various 
attempts via North East Face, 

standard route. The results of the 
Expedition were summit reached 
on 7th May by 1 West German, 1 
Swiss, 1 Stierpa . On 9th May by 3 
West Germans and 2 Swiss. On 
19th May by 2 West Germans, 2 
Swiss, 2 Austrians and 1 Sherpa. 
Amongst those members was the 
leader Hans Von Kaenel who with 
this ascent became the third man 
to climb five 8000m peaks. Also 
amongst the summiteers was 
Andreas Loffler from Rosenheim in 
the Oberbayern who reached the 
summit on 19th May. At the age of 
62 Her Loffler takes Fritz 
Luchsinger's record for being the 
oldest man to climb an 8,000m 
peak. Luchsinger was 59 when he 
climbed Dhaulagiri in 1980. 
Two Swiss members who went to 
the summit on 19th May skied all 
the way down from about 100ft 
below the summit to Camp I, 
where the snow ends, in a 
continuous descent on 1 9th and 
20th May. 
As a final point it should be noted 
that this Expedition was organized 
on a commercial basis and that in 
all 31 people were involved . 

Gangapurna (7455m) 
A Canadian Expedition successfully 
made the first ascent of the South 
Face. After a series of eight camps 
and bivouacs John Lauchlan and 
James Blench reached the summit 
30th April. 

Langtang Lirung (7245m) 
The Gumma Workers Expedition 
from Japan repeated the Japanese 
route up the South East Ridge. The 
summit was reached on 26th April 
by one member and one Sherpa 
and on 28th by three expedition 
members. 

Nilgiri North (7061 m) 
The Japanese Expedition from the 
Fukuoka Glacier Climbers Club 
climbed a new route on the East 
Ridge. Three camps and three 
bivouacs were necessary on the 



route which started from a peak 
6593m high east of Nilgiri North 
was 2 ½ miles long and led up and 
over and down three summits 
before arriving at Nilgiri North 's 
summit. The summit was reached 
by Ethuro Hino and Toyohumi 
Miyazaki on 7th May. 

Baruntse (7220m) 
The Japanese Chiba University 
Expedition successfully repeated 
the South East Ridge. In two 
attempts one Japanese and one 
Sherpa on 24th April and two 
Japanese and one Sherpa on 25th 
April reached the summit. 

Kang Guru (7010m) 
The Japanese Expedition led by 
Shoichi Kobayashi placed all but 
one member (he was sick with 
hepatitis) on the summit via the 
South West Ridge. The summit was 
reached on the 27th April by three 
Japanese and two Sherpas and on 
the 28th April by two Japanese 
and one Sherpa. 

Arna Dablam (6856m) 
An Australian Expedition 
successfully climbed the North 
Ridge. Lincoln Hall, Andrew 
Henderson, and Tim McCartney
Snape reached the summit 15th 
May after placing four camps and 
making one bivouac on the final 
assault. 
The Catalan expedition climbed the 
South Ridge after placing three 
camps. Three members and three 
sherpas reached the summit 28th 
April and on 1st May four 
members (one of whom was 
French) . 

CHINA 

Shisha Pangma (8103m) 
Reinhold Messner and one other 
member of his expedition 
successfully climbed the mountain 
by the West Face. This makes 
Messner's sixth separate 8,000m 
peak and his eighth ascent of an 
8,000 er. Further details when 
available. 

GANGOTRI 

Shivling (6543m) 
An International expedition was 
active on the mountain in May/ 
June. Georges Bette.mbourg 
(France), Doug Scott (UK), Greg 
Child and Rick White (Australia) 
made the first ascent of the East 
Pillar June 3-15th. The elegant 
4,000ft vertical height pillar gave 
some 60 pitches of roped 
climbing. Difficulties of HVS 
standard (5.9 rock) were found on 
the several steep sections and the 
final 600ft headwall. There were 
joined by some very exciting 
traverses of knife edge ridges with 
gendarmes. 
Other members of the team Colin 
Downer, Don Whillans (UK) Merv 
English (NZ), Stephen Sustat 
(USA), Barvvant Sandhu and Ratan 
Singh (India) repeated the original 
Indian line of ascent using some of 
the Japanese fixed rope left on the 
climb. 
There were beaten back some 
400ft from the summit on June 13 
by strong winds which the East 
Pillar party were sheltered from. 

ALASKA 

Above: Rooster Comb, North Pillar (left); Mt Huntington, West Face. Photos: Leach. 

Ruth Gorge 
Nick Colton and Tim Leach (UK) 
made successful first ascents on 
the Rooster Coomb and Mt. 
Huntington. Leach sends the 
following report : 
"Although a fair amount of powder 
snow could be seen on the North 
face of the Rooster Comb, it was 
decided to attempt its striking North 
pillar: a very steep buttress of rock 
rising 3,500ft directly to the 
summit and split for the majority of 
its height by a narrow 'Scottish
like' ice gully. 
We started on the 4th April a 
straightforvvard bergschrund 
followed by easy snow slopes led 
left around the toe of the pillar and 
into the gully proper. After an initial 
difficult mixed pitch, loose powder 
overlying the base rock of the gully, 
the climbing for the remainder of 
the day was characterised by short 
sections of ice between easier 
snow slopes. Interesting (Scottish 
grade Ill-IV) but uncomfortable as 
we were constantly hampered by 
powder avalanches pouring down 
the gully after collecting in the 
funnel above. Soft snow at the top 
rim of the funnel required little 
effort to fashion two bivouac 
ledges and a good night's sleep 
seemed assured. However, 
constant powder falling from the 
walls above continually buried our 
equipment and by morning, 
despite the extreme cold, our down 
sleeping bags were very damp and 
useless. 
The gully above became much 
narrower and far steeper and the 
difficulties of this section soon 
became apparent. Initially we had 
intended to alternate leads by days, 
the leader having a very light sack 
with the second carrying food, 
cooking equipment and spare 
hardware. However Colton had 
continual problems with breaking 
crampon straps and often found 
himself hopping up steep ice after 
a strap had become loose. 
Therefore Leach continued to lead 

throughout the whole climb. The 
gully continued to provide 
sustained and steep ice (grade IV
V), sometimes of dubious quality 
and requiring constant 
concentration. The penultimate 
pitch of the day involved a short, 
ice filled, A 2 crack that soon 
merged into a thin smear of ice 
adhering to a steep wall, and 
provided exciting aid climbing 
using 'terrors'. Difficult moves with 
very poor protection led onto an 
easier ice slope and the only 
feasible bivouac site. 
Next day the difficulties continued, 
with the ice becoming, if anything, 
more rotten. At one point we were 
forced out onto the wall of the 
gully and climbed two pitches 
before a diagonal abseil led back 
onto the natural line; a net gain in 
height of only 60ft. One pitch 
higher Leach took a 30ft fall when 
his terrors ripped out of a 
particularly rotten vertical runnel. 
This however proved to be the last 
difficult pitch and a diagonal slope 
of 50°-60° ice soon led to a 
protected bivouac site 
approximately 500ft below the 
summit slopes. 
The summit was reached at noon 
the next day, a severe storm had 
broken and it became imperative 
that we found some type of shelter 
fast. Within an hour we were inside 
a small snow hole, and after further 
digging we were able to settle 
down to a comfortable night. In the 
morning the storm had not abated 
and poor visibility made it difficult 
to negotiate the seracs guarding 
the entry to the col. A harrowing 
traverse had to be made along the 
cornices on top of the col to enable 
a safer line of descent down its 
serac-raked face to be reached. 
Descent from the col to the glacier 
below that would normally have 
taken 1 ½ hours took us 7 hours! 
The fresh snow of the last two days 
made the walk across the glacier 
exhausting and it was not until late 
on the fifth day out that we arrived 

back at our base camp. 
Our second objective was to be the 
4,000ft West face of Mt. 
Huntington, and to reach the base 
of this face it would be necessary 
to cross over its North West 
(French) ridge and descend to the 
Tokositna Glacier. We had decided 
to dig, and stock with several day's 
food, a snowhole at the base of the 
gully to enable us to retreat to a 
safe place in the event of a storm. 
The line up the face was 
immediately obvious. On the lower 
half of the face an elegant pillar of 
rock formed a fault line with the 
main angle of the face and at the 
back of this was a steep ice couloir. 
After 1,500ft the couloir faded as 
the pillar merged into the face 
above, but a rising diagonal fault 
continued across the face to join 
the Harvard ridge near its junction 
with the French ridge. 
The initial pitches were steep, 70° 
7 5° and Colton, whose day it was 
to lead; immediately began to 
experience problems with his 
crampon straps. Leach, intent on 
having a 'low anxiety' day declined 
the lead so forcing Colton to 
continue hopping! The character of 
the climbing was more 'alpine' . as 
opposed to the 'Scottish' nature of 
the Rooster Comb. Pitches were 
sustained at one particular angle 
and the couloir was broad and 
therefore the climbing felt open 
and exposed. After four pitches the 
angle eased to 60°-65°, but 
steepened for the final pitches to 
between 75°-85°. The crux lead 
was a very sustained 80° -85° ice 
pitch with very poor belays in 
hollow ice. It was 9.00 pm before 
the top of the couloir was reached 
and a suitable place to stop for the 
night could be found. A further 
4.00 am start the next morning 
saw us traversing the easier snow 
slopes that marked the 
continuation of the fault line. 
Initially easy climbing allowed us to 
move together but gradually the 
fault line became less well 
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pronounced and consequently the 
climbing became harder. The final 
five pitches provided very difficult 
mixed climbing (grade IV) as the 
now narrow fault line merged into 
the Harvard ridge. A moderate 
snow slope led up the ridge to just 
below its junction with the French 
ridge, where a large block provided 
a protected bivouac site. It was 
midnight before we had finished 
cooking, the end of two very long 
days which left us tired. 
The following morning thick cloud 
had moved in quickly from the 
south and it was decided to make a 
hurried descent to the snow hole 
before the storm broke. The 
summit bore little relation to our 
route as the West face finished at 
the apex of the Harvard and French 
ridges and so there seemed no 
point in attempting to reach the 
summit with a storm already upon 
us. We abseiled and climbed down 
the Harvard Ridge and by late 
afternoon we had crossed the 
Tokositna Glacier and were back at 
the snow cave. Early next morning, 
with the tracks leading down the 
gully from the French col still 
frozen, we made a rapid ascent and 
descent over the col to the West 
fork of the Ruth. The round trip had 
taken 4½ days." 
After this the pair were thwarted by 
poor weather in an attempt on the 
North Buttress of Mount Hunter. 
They decided to attempt to climb 
as high on Mount McKinley as the 
weather permitted. Leach again 
reports on their climb of the West 
Buttress. 
"On the morning of the 26th we 
started the long walk up the 
Kahiltna Glacier, dragging a sled 
loaded with our tent and seven 
days food and fuel. 8 miles and 
7½ hours later we had reached the 
camp site at 10,500ft and after a 
similar time the next day arrived a 
14,000ft. Technical difficulties up 
to this point had been no more than 
a steep snow slope and pulling the 
sled caused more problems than 
the actual climbing. The weather 
over the following four days was 
stormy with high winds and had 
we not found a cache of food left 
from the previous year this turn in 
the weather would have forced our 
return. The morning of May 2nd 
dawned clear and we departed for 
the camp site at 1 7 ,OOOft, leaving 
behind our tent but taking the 
remainder of our food. Fixed rope 
aided our progress up to 16,000ft 
and from there an easy rock ridge 
led up to the camp site. Three 
English climbers who had been 
forced to traverse the West rib in 
the last storm joined our party and 
we dug a five-man snow hole for 
shelter. Next morning the weather 
had closed in yet again and 
extremely high winds made it 
impossible to move. The storm 
continued the following day but on 
the morning of the 5th it showed 
signs of improvement. As food was 
once again running low we decided 
to make a push for the summit and 
after 7 hours of climbing through 
strong winds and semi-whiteout, 
we succeeded in reaching the 
summit. We were back in the snow 
hole in a very fast 1 ½ hours. Next 
morning the weather was perfect 
and after setting off from 17,000 
at 11.00 am we had made it to our 
base camp on the Kahiltna Glacier 
by 10.30pm that same evening. 
Flights in and out of the air strip 
were now quite regular and we 
managed to obtain a flight the next 
morning, arriving back in Talkeetna 
by mid-afternoon." 
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UNITED STATES 

Major Cascade Tragedy 

Mount Rainier ( 14.41 Oft) 
Mount Hood (11 ,245ft) 
In an apalling day of tragedy 16 
mountaineers died on mountains in 
the North West on Sunday June 
21st. Eleven were killed by an 
avalanche on Mount Rainier 
(Washington) and five died in a fall 
descending a gully on Mount Hood 
(Oregon). 
The Rainier accident involved a 
guided party. The climb was led by 
Rainier Mountaineering Inc., a park 
concession operating under the 
auspices of the National Park 
Service. There were six guides and 
23 clients, many of them 
inexperienced climbers who had 
taken a one day training course. 
Ingrid Widmann, manager of 
Rainier Mountaineering Inc., stated 
that the party was taking the usual 
two-day guided trip up the 
mountain. Groups normally leave at 
about 1 O a.m. Saturday, stay 
overnight at Camp Muir, then get 
up between 2 a.m. and 5 a.m. on 
Sunday depending on weather 
conditions to climb to the summit. 
They are usually back down the 
mountain again by late Sunday 
afternoon. 
The route taken by the group is the 
"standard, easiest route that most 
people take" up the mountain. 
Most people who climb Rainier go 
by the spot where the accident 
occurred. 
The accident happened early 
Sunday when the climbers were 
resting near Disappointment 
Cleaver at about the 1 0,000ft level 
while the guides checked out 
which variation of the route to take. 
What happened next was that part 
of the ice fall of the Ingraham and 
Emmons Glaciers broke away and 

Above: Mount Rainier, East side. Th~ accident site marked. 

an avalanche swept across the 
place where the main party were 
waiting. The size of the blocks of 
ice involved in the avalanche made 
it particularly devastating. 
All of the victims, trapped beneath 
large ice blocks and estimated to 
be more than 70 feet deep, were 
feared dead. Their deaths make the 
toll of climbing-related fata lities on 
Rainier to 66 since it was first 
climbed 125 years ago. 
Bob Dunnagan, chief ranger for 
Mount Rainier National Park, said 
the hope of finding someone alive 
"is very slight because of the depth 
and width of the ice. There are 
blocks of ice the size of cars." 
Extensive searches bravely made 
on the following days during very 
poor weather revealed no further 
survivors. Despite the mild winter 
and heavy spring snow falls, the 
mountain was in a reasonable 
condition to be climbed. The cause 
of this avalanche, in an area on 
Rainier where no such large scale 
occurrence had happened before, 
was the geological nature of the 
mountain. It is not known whether 
there is any seismological 
connection with events on Mount 
St. Helens. 
All 29 members of the party were 
from the U.S. The National Park 
Service identified the 11 missing 
climbers all presumed dead as: 
Jonathan Laitone, 27 of Ann Arbor, 
Mich.; Mark Ernlund, 29, of 
Renton, Wash.; Ira Liedman, 30, of 
Hatfield, Pa.; Craig Tippie, 28, of 
Bellevue, Wash.; Michael Watts, 
36, of Mercer Island, Wash.; David 
Kidd, 30 of Arlington, Wash.; 
Henry Matthews, 38, of Auburn, 
Wash.; David Boulton, 29, of 
Seattle; Ronald Farrell, 21, of 
Bellevue; Gordon Heneaqre, 42, of 

Seattle, and Tom O'Brien of 
Seattle. O'Brien was listed as a 
guide. 
The other accident on Mount Hood 
can be categorised as a classic 
climbing accident. 
The accident to the Portland-based 
Mazamas climbing group occurred 
at the 9,000ft level of the 
mountain, w hich is some 100 
miles south of Rainier. 12 climbers, 
roped together for their descent 
from the summit, fell more than 
2,000ft down the descent gully, 
killing five and injuring at least 
four. 
Bob Vreeland of Portland, one of 
four injured survivors, said in an 
interview from his hospital bed that 
one of the upper rope teams was 
the first to fall and knocked the rest 
of the climbers down. 
"It looked like the whole group lost 
its footing. We were all fal ling 
roped together," Vreeland said. "It 
was a real mess." 
This type of accident has occurred 
two or three times in the Western 
European Alps with equally tragic 
consequences. 
Hood River County authorities 
identified four of the dead as Jim 
Darby of Newberg, Garth Westcott 
of Bend, George Anderson of 
Boring and Larry Young, 
hometown not known. 
The fifth victim, Leah Lorenson of 
Vancouver, Wash., died at Portalnd 
Adventist Hospital. 
The weather on that Sunday was 
particularly good, and coming after 
a spring of mediocre weather had 
encouraged a larger than usual 
number of mountaineers to be in 
the hills. Together the accidents 
constitute the worst single day in 
the history of American 
mountaineering. 



THE ALPS 

WINTER 

Mont Blanc 
The first winter ascent of the 
complete integral of the 
lnnominata Ridge was done by 
Louis Audoubert and Marc Batard 
in February. The climb took three 
days with a bivouac at the Col 
Eccles and another at the junction 
of the Brouillard arete. 
Yannick Seigneur led a guided 
party of three people from the Col 
Eccles up the ridge on the 30th/ 
31st January. One of the clients 
had to be evacuated from the 
Vallot Hut by helicopter because of 
frostbite to the hands. 
It should be noted that the 
complete route was done in 1 953 
by the Italians Sergio Viotto and 
Gigi Panei but they finished on 
Mont Blanc on the 25th March, 
technically in Spring! 

Aiguille de Triolet 
Czechoslovak climbers Karel Jakes 
and Bohuslav Mrozek during 5 
days in March put up a new route 
on the North Face, between the 
Char/et route and the direttiissima. 
Many pitches of V+ and A 1. During 
the ascent the pair had 3 days of 
storm and snow. 

OISANS 

Dome Des Ecrins 
The first winter ascent of the 
Boivin-Diaffera-Vionnet Gully on the 
North Face was made on the 2nd 
February by Pascal Junique and 
Daniel Lacroix. The pair returned to 
La Bararde the same evening! 

Extreme Skiing 
Jean Pradeau descended not only 
the Spencer Couloir on the Aiguille 
de Blaitiere but also the Whymper 
Couloir on the Aiguille Verte in 
April. 
At the beginning of June 1981 
Jean Pierre Bernard made the first 
solo ski traverse of the Mont Blanc 
Massif from Contamine (France) to 
Champex (Switzerland) traversing 
successively the Dome de Miage, 
Dome du Gouter; Mont-Blanc, Col 
du Midi, Col du Geant, Mont Mallet, 
Col des Cristaux, Glacier 
d'Argentiere, Col du Tour Nair, 
Fenetre de Saleinaz, Col des 
£candies. Included in the itinerary 
were some extreme skiing descents 
notably the South Face of the Col de 
Miage and the North Face of the Col 
du Tour Nair, neither of which had 
been done before. Both faces are 
around 50° and were descended 
without crampons or ice axe. The 
total route comprises 26,500ft of 
ascent and 25,600ft of descent 
with a minimum altitude of 7,500ft 
and a maximum of 15,770ft. J . P. 
Bernard came to notice two years 
ago when he completed the 
Chamonix-Zermatt Haute Route 
solo in 24 hours. 
Up-staging this, however, is the 
traverse made by Frederic Charlet. 
Starting in February in Rumania he 
made a 1,250 mile ski traverse 
from the Black Sea to Chamonix 
traversing the Carpathians and the 
Austrian,_ Swiss and French Alps! 
The trip was often broken by bad 
weather and lack of snow, but 
Charlet made the trip skiing for the 
most part on his own with 1 O days 

supplies on his back. He basically 
stayed at the villages along the 
traverse. His daily mileages varied 
from 20 miles a day to just over a 
mile on some steep cols. He arrived 
in Chamonix at the end of May. 

MONT BLANC 

Grandes Jorasses, 
East Face 
Marco Bernardi made a remarkable 
solo ascent of the Gervasutti route 
during the summer of 1 980. This 
is the first time that this serious 
route has been soloed. There have 
still only been a few conventional 
repeat ascents. Bernardi also 
combined the Mellano-Perego 
route on the Pitier des Trois Pointes 
and the Grassi-Camino route on the 
Pitier des Trois Pointes and the 
Grassi-Camino route on the Pitier 
sans nom on Mont-Blanc du Tacul 
in a notable season of soloing . 

Brouillard Face 
Flavia Bossone, Mario Peluzzano, 
Ugo Manera and Isidore Meneghin 
climbed a new T.D. route on the 
Red Pillar of Bouillard, summer 
1980. 

Aiguille Noire de Peuterey 
The Italians Marco Bernardi, 
Giancarlo Grassi and Franco Salina 
climbed a new direct line on the 
Pointe Welzenbach in summer 
1980. The T.D. + route took 7 
hours with one 6+ pitch. 

MontMaudit 
First ascent of the South Face of 
the North Shoulder was made by 
Patrick Gabarrou and Pierre Alain 
Steiner. The 2,000ft climb took 
6 1/2 hours, early June 1981. 

Petites Jorasses 
The 1 500ft ice gully on the North 
Face, between the Col de Petites 
Jorasses and the Beaumont-Smith 
route was climbed by Eric Lambert, 

NEW ZEALAND 

NORTH ISLAND 

Mt Eden Quarry 
Activity continues at the Quarry, 
with Rick McGregor adding a direct 
start (25) to his own Busted 
Bicycle, and Charlie Creese 
producing Tune In, Turn On, Drop 
Off(25), short and dynamic, and 
the exciting Spanish Moon (26) up 
a blank corner, this last only after a 
ground-fall, forturnately non
serious. 

WhanganuiBay,Lake 
Taupo 
The North End continues to attract 
attention. On the Upper Back Cliff 
Graeme Aimer has contributed the 
thin crack and wall climb Green 
Courage (21 ), beside Rick 
McGregor's Graverobber (22), a 
technical bridging problem. 
Further down on the Back Cliff 
Bryce Martin has added an as-yet
unamed grade 22, barndoor
laybacking on finger-locks up an 
overhanging crack, while Rick 
McGregor once again 
demonstrated his penchant for 

Godefroy Perroux and Bernard 
Sanchez, late May 1981 . 

Rescues 
The total casualty list for the Valley 
of Chamonix to 30th September 
1980 was 34 dead and 143 
injured (compared to 53 dead, 175 
injured in 1979). 
60% of the accidents took place on 
snow, 20% on rock and the rest on 
mixed ground. 70% of the 
accidents took place on ground 
where there was no great technical 
difficulty and when the weather 
was good. Only 17% of the 
accidents are attributable to 
objective dangers, the major cause 
remains human error. 60% of the 
dead were foreigners and it 
appears that most of their 
accidents occurred on difficult or 
very difficult climbs. Most of the 
reduction in the accident toll can 
be attributed to the bad weather 
prevailing until July 31st. 

OISANS 

PicSansNom 
Xavier Fargeas, Michel Nicolao and 
Serge Koenig climbed a direct line 
on the North Face. They managed 
to break straight through the 
Central barrier of slabs on the left 
of the Chapoutot route. The 1 500ft 
climb is TD with pitches of 5+. 

Grande Traverse 
A traverse of 75-80 miles was 
made in the Oisans Massif by Louis 
Audoubert, Yvan Estienne, P. 
Luneau, Michel Mabillon, Alain 
Robert and Franck Rochas. They 
spent twelve days between 
1 0,500ft and 13,500ft in 
September 1980. The traverse 
started at the Peak de la Grave and 
terminated by the Rouies, en route 
taking in Le Rateau, la Meije, Le 
Pave, Grande Ruine, Roche, Faurio, 
Ailefroide, /es Bans, /es Ecrins, /es 
Rouies etc. 

eliminate lines, squeezing in See 
Me Go (24) between the previous 
route and Back Street Mama. 
John McCallum got into the action 
with Toxic Shock (21 ), thin stuff on 
a steep wall, while down on the 
main North End cliff two modern 
classics have been climbed; Rick 
McGregor's Stimulator (22) takes 
the long crack up the wall right of 
Been Down So Long, and provides 
varied climbing, while Len 
Gillman's Black Monkey (On My 
Shoulder) (25), the product of a 
five-month's seige, is steep tight 
hands and an awkward diagonal. 
"Champagne" Charlie Creese 
regaled the crowd with some 
exciting plummets off it. 
The guidebook to Whanganui Bay 
and other Central North Island 
crags, lgnimbrite Climbs, By Rick 
McGregor (URGA, 1981) is now 
out, with some 1 50 routes on 1 0 
different crags, all on ignimbrite, a 
volcanic rock. The guide has four 
photos from the Bay, and 1 00 
pages of text and line diagrams, 
plus a short history of the climbing 
and exploration of these areas. (An 
article based on this will appear next 
issue Ed.) 

EAST AFRICA 

KENYA 

Tsavo National Park 
On Kichwa Tembu, a superb 
isolated peak with a tremendous 
East Face 2 fine face routes have 
been found. Mastodon ( 1,000ft 
E.1) was climbed by the team of 
Andy Wielochowski , Pete 
O'Sullivan (sharing leads), Ian 
Howell and Ron Corkhill. This 
climb follows the only natural line 
on the face and gives difficult 
route -finding on perfect rock. 
Wielochowski returned with Mark 
Savage to force a counter diagonal 
route to Mastadon, Behemoth 
(1,000 ft X.S.) which proved to be 
sparsely protected. Both these 
routes incorporate an unpleasant 
approach and a desperate descent. 
The West flank of Kichwa Tembu is 
littered with crags but only a few 
have been climbed. On Elephant 
Rocks (the cliff with Ivory Corner) 
development has been most 
intense. The right arete of Ivory 
Corner gave Wielochowski and 
Howell an exposed route of about 
Extreme for 600 feet. A corner to 
the left of this gave Wielchowski a 
delightfully exciting route at V.S. 
which he dubbed Tusker. This 
route traverses above an overhang 
and then climbs an arete on big 
holds. O'Sullivan climbed the 
corner direct at no increase in 
grade. The plum route here lies on 
the wall to the left of Ivory Corner 
giving every conceivable type of 
climbing in 400 feet. It was 
climbed by O'Sullivan and Corkhill: 
Exodus E.2 . The highlight of this 
route is a 1 00ft 5b overhanging 
groove on the top pitch . 
Wielochowski and Dave McMullan 
climbed the elegant rib left of 
Elephant Rock causing severe 
distress to a colony of baboons on 
the summit, they christened it 
Monkey Arete, H.V.S. 

Embaribel 
On this crag, the team of O'Sullivan 
and Corkhill added 4 climbs. 
Equator (E.2. 5c) takes an over
hanging layback crack on South 
Pole Buttress. Next to fall was 
Grace and Danger (E.2, 5c) on the 
neglected Mummy Buttress, 
Corkhill sustained slight brain 
damage on this climb attempting 
to head a camera-sized block into a 
crack whilst climbing. Many days 
were spent on Multiple Entry (E.3, 
6a) due to rain and hornets, the 
effort was worthwhile as this is 
probably the finest route on the 
cliff. They also managed to grab 
Enterprise (E.3, 6a) on a wall left of 
Equator, during heavy showers, this 
is the hardest climb on the cliff. 

Lukenia 
On Archway Crag O'Sullivan, 
Wielochowski and Corkhill climbed 
the thin line of weakness right of 
Bandana to produce Matatu (E.2, 
5c) which gave delicate and bold 
climbing. 

Hells Gate 
O'Sullivan and Corkhill climbed an 
alternative start to Great Corner on 
the wall to the left of the original 
route at 5 b/ c. 
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BRAZIL 

a news special 
by Andre Silva llha 

In Brazil there exists a substantial group of very 
dedicated rock climbers who have established some 
long (up to 2,000ft) and sustained granite routes of 
considerable difficulty, even by international 
standards, I believe. 

The only reasons that can explain the lack of 
knowledge about Brazil are: ( 1) the fact that Brazil is 
not yet part of the "socially acceptable" areas in the 
world to climb in; (2) the belief that good climbing 
can't possibly exist in a tropical region like ours, and 
(3) occasional reports from foreigners who spent 
their time in Brazil at the beach saying that nobody 
really climbs here anyway. 

In order to understand better th·e present 
environment, it is necessary to dwell briefly on the 
development of climbing in Brazil. Climbing can be 
said to have begun in the 20's, in the State of Rio de 
Janeiro, which continues to be the scene of nearly all 
new ascents, although there is a great scope for 
further development in all the nearby states, 
especially Espirito Santo. These early climbs were 
generally easy by nature, chimneys being the 
principal means of ascent. The steepest sections 
were overcome by cables, stairs, bolt ladders and 
other artificial means. The main goals then were the 
many virgin summits inside our National Parks. 

This phase continued for some time until a more 
serious group of climbers emerged and began to 
make new and more difficult routes on peaks already 
climbed. Many of these routes were inside the urban 
limits of Rio de Janeiro itself, where buildings 
virtually touch the base of many routes. 

In order to understand better the development of 
free climbing, it must be pointed out that our rock 
walls, as beautiful as they are, were formed long ago, 
geologically speaking, and erosion has left them 
smooth and virtually crackless. So the routes are 
typically long, steep and frequently !edgeless. 
Almost all the climbs involve predominantly friction 
and very small holds moves (good holds and cracks 
are a rarity), and must be protected by using bolts.As 
time passed, abuses occurred and bolts were being 
used excessively, and using bolts as holds when they 
should only be used as belays or runners was quite 
common. 

These attitudes prevailed in Brazil later than in 
other countries ir large part because a lack of contact 
with the outside climbing world. One of the only 
visits by foreigners was that of the Innsbruck masons 
(Felix Kuen, Harmes Jesser, etc.), who arrived here 
with an impressive array of equipment and 
commenced to hammer their way up Sugarloaf and 
Corcovado (well-known mountains of Rio), after 
calling the press. They bolted their way up close to 
the two summits, where their friends threw down 
ropes for them to jumar up. In both cases, the giant 
bolt ladders passed by places where free climbing 
was not only possible but also very beautiful and 
enjoyable, and even this way they didn't finish their 
"routes". They also left a lot of garbage behind, 
specially on their bivouac sites. So they didn't leave 
with us a favourable impression of foreign climbers. 
There have been other visits of foreign climbers, but 
no one did any respectable climbing. 

With the beginning of the 70's however, attitudes 
began to change due to external influence (such as 
Mountain and other periodicals, books and other 
publications), trips by Brazilian climbers abroad and 
the natural growth of the sport here. As well as 
established routes of increased difficulty, the first 
clean climbing advocates began to use nuts and 
other clean protection means whenever possible, 
and have even done some first ascents completely 
with them. For the first time, people began to climb 
seriously avoiding aid points. 

However, it must be kept in mind that nuts can 
never be used here on the same scale as other 
countries due (as already mentioned) to the rarity of 
cracks: to make things worse, those that do exist are 
often unsuitable for nuts. Bolts are mainly used now 
as belay anchors and intermediate runners. Before 
the use of bolts here is condemned, we have to ask 
ourselves an honest question; "If all the climbs I 
know have no means of clean protection, may I even 
climb without bolts?" Judgement is subjective. 
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Top-roping routes, either for inspection or for 
placing protection is strongly condemned, and so is 
doctoring. Chalk is unknown. All these things are 
considered very unethical here. The Brazilian 
grading system is different from the European but 
the scale is I to VI. The equivalent of an American 5.8 
is about 111+-IV. I franklycan'ttell you what a VI (free) 
route compares to, but a number of them exist. The 
climbs here are usually very exposed and require 
much more friction work than edging. Finesse is the 
name of the game here. Many of the routes have 
beautiful settings, some of them beginning at the 
water as in Britain. 

To sum things up, most climbers are becoming 
increasingly aware of the need of minimising their 
impact on the rock. Unfortunately there are still a few 
who cling to the old destructive mentality of the past, 
even amongst the young but they are becoming the 
exception rather than the rule. What Brazil needs isa 
greater interaction with foreign climbers. It 
possesses strikingly beautiful climbs of all levels of 
difficulty, and some hard enough to surprise a few 
self-confident foreigners. Yet mountains abound 
within easy reach of Rio, many of them virtually 
untouched, with countless new routes to be made. 
An increased contact between Brazilian and foreign 
climbers can only result in mutual benefit, due to the 
exchange of ideas. 

Above: Agulha doDiabo, in Serra dos 6rgiios National 
Park. It was first ascended in 1944, and since then it 
has had many ascents. It remains as a beautiful climb 
in a wonderful area. This spire is surrounded by some 
of the highest walls in Brazil. Almost all of these walls 
are still unclimbed, with only one major route done, the 
South Face of the "Garrafiio ·: climbed alpine style over 
three days, with clean protection, 1,750ft in length. 
The grade is 6"/V. Top right: Pico Menor de Friburgo. 
This impressive summit is part of a strikingly beautiful 
group of mountains which have some of the best 
climbs in Rio de Janeiro, including the longest one, the 
East Face of Pico Maior de Friburgo, some 2,300ft. 
This mountain has only one route, the chimney 
between the buttress clearly seen on the left hand side 
and the mountain itself. The chimneys on the right 
hand section of the wall are still unclimbed. To the right 
is Pico Media de Friburgo. Far right: Escalavrado, in 
Serra dos 6rgiios National Park. The right hand ridge is 
the only climb on this mountain. The left hand ridge is 
the normal route, hiking on easy slabs. Below: The 
action photos are at Dais lrmaos do Leblon, a crag by 
the sea within the urban limits of Rio de Janeiro. Note 
the typical bolt runners and the steep friction climbing. 
Climb on the left is Som bra e Agua Fresca, climber on 
the right is Cristiano Requiao. All photos: /Iha 
collection. 





BRITISH ISLES 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Wasdale 
Buckbarrow Crag has received a 
great deal of attention thi s spring 
with six new routes. 
Imagine (E1 5b, 5a) takes an 
overhanging groove and corner to 
the right of Mysteron -Tony 
Stephenson and Joe Wilson . Agent 
Orange (HVS 5a) climbs the left 
wall of Harmony via a rib and thin 
crack- Chris Sice, Stephenson 
and Wilson. Bless the Weather by 
the same team with Bill Young and 
Tony Edwards climbs the wall right 
of Witch then follows a thin crack 
round the right side of Bulges 
finishing right above the top 
overhang (E2, 5b). On a more 
serious vein is West Side Story (E4, 
6a) by Pete Whillance, Dave 
Armstrong and Murray Hamilton, 
which takes the groove line in the 
buttress between Imagine and 
Harmony. 
The obvious challenge of the big 
pillar was climbed by Armstrong 
and Whillance, mainly on its left 
arete - Wild West Show (E4 6b) . 
Junkie (E1 5b) climbs a steep 
corner right of Buckbarrow Needle 
finishing left up a groove - Pete 
Botterill and Jeff Lamb. 
On Bowness Knott, Ennerdale, Bill 
Young and Tony Stephenson 
climbed Wall Street (E 1 5a) on the 
overhanging walls right of The 
Marriage. 

Butte rm ere 
On Yew Crag Knotts, Eternal Spring 
(H.V.S. 5a) is a good steep climb 
following grooves in the centre of 
the crag - Bill Birkett, Ken Forsyth 
and Bill Peascod. This appears to 
be similar to a route called 
Substitute climbed by Alan Greig 
and John Moore some years ago. 
Spring Fever takes the steep 
groove left of Eternal Spring (E1 
5b) - Rick Graham and Bill Birkett. 
Hearth Direct straightens out the 
devious parent route, (E 1 5b) -
Graham and Birkett. 

Borrowdale 
On Lower Falcon Crag, The Raging 
Bull is a direct on Wuthering 
Heights which climbs the ferocious 
groove below the traverse finishing 
directly above - Lamb and Botterill 
(eventually) (E3 6b) . Premonition 
(E4 6a) climbs the steep wall and 
overhang between Interloper and 
Dedication finishing up the 
variation finish to Dedication -
Botterill and Lamb. Lamplighter 
Eliminate (E3, 6a, 6a, 5a) is a series 
of variations on Lamplighter
Botterill and Lamb. 
Near Watendlath on Recastle Crag 
Whillance and Armstrong have 
climbed the much tried over
hanging wall left of Whitenoise to 
give Penal Servitude (E4 6c). 
On Shepherds Crag, Exasperation 
(E3 5b, 6a) by Dave MacDonald, 
Ian Dunn and Ray McHaffie after a 
contrived start climbs an 
interesting second pitch of Devils 
Wedge and finishes up a good 
crack to its right. 
The Devils Alternative is a 40ft 6b 
problem up the wall left of Devil's 
Wedge Pitch 1 ' . 
Lamb ilnd Botterill also added a 
direct finish to P.S. climbing the 
wall above the belay to a short 
crack (E3 6a) . 
On Black Crag, Tumbling Dice (E 1, 
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5b, 5c, 5a, 5a) is a five pitch route 
on the middle of the crag by Colin 
Downer and A . Brown. 
On Ouayfoot Buttress, The Go 
Between (E2 5b) takes the wall on 
the left of the front face of the crag 
between Crypt Direct and 
Abberration and should become a 
popular route - J . Lamb and P. 
Botterill. 
On Bowderstone Crags, Lucifer (6a) 
Climbs the steep groove in the wall 
round the corner to the left of Hell's 
Wall: previously an aid climb it is 
an excellent route - P. Whillance 
and D. Armstrong . The Bulger 
another old aid route, up the wall 
right of Valhalla has been climbed 
free by Botterill and Lamb at E4, 
6b. The curving groove right of The 
Bulger was climbed at E3, 6a, by 
Lamb and Botterill to give Heavens 
Gate. 
On Goat Crag, an independent first 
pitch has been climbed for Mirage 
by Rick Graham and Dave Lyle 
between Footless Crow and Bitter 
Oasis at 6a. 

Eastern Crags 
At Thrang Crag - Upper Crag, Big 
Dick Lustrum (E1 5b) climbs a 
steep wall and a groove line 
between Mole and Bomber Wall
Ron Kenyon and Stewart Wilson. 
Desperate Remedies (E4 6a) climbs 
the centre of the steep face 20ft 
left of Microcosm -Whillance and 
Armstrong. 
On the Lower Crag, Far From The 
Maddening Crowd (E1, 5b) climbs a 
slab, thin crack and rib on a wa ll 
about 50ft above and right of the 
lower crag - Whillance and 
Armstrong. 
The Dynasts (E 1 5a, 5b) climbs the 
right edge of the main buttress -
Whillance and Armstrong. 
Return Of The Native (E3, 5a, 6a) 
climbs a thin crack in the first wall 
then the wall between Jude The 
Obscure and The Lurcher -
Botterill and Whillance. 
At Raven Crag, Thresthwaite Cove, 
Top Gear (E4, 6a) takes a diagonal 
line across the impressive shield of 
rock right of Grand Prix -
Whillance and Armstrong. (This is 
the route Whillance fell 1 20ft off 
last year). Boy Racer (E3 5a, 6a) 
starts 30ft right of GTX beneath a 
prominent arch and climbs the wall 
above to reach the second groove 
right of Redex - Lamb and Botterill. 
High Performance (E4, 6b, 5c) 
climbs a thin crack in the steep 
lower wall and an undercut groove 
above - Botterill and Lamb. 

Langdale A rea 
On Gimmer Crag, Langdale 
Cowboys (E3 5c, 5b) climbs a crack 
left of Intern - Rick Graham and 
Bill Birkett. At Mil/beck Crag, which 
is a ½ mile up the hillside behind 
Millbeck Farm, New Dungeon Ghyll 
- Tom Walkington and friends 
have been active climbing Zebedee 
(HS) the first clean groove at left of 
crag. Sweep (HS) - 1 Oft right of 
Zebedee; Sooty (V.S 4c) - a groove 
a few feet right of Sweep. Bill (E 1 
5b) starts at lowest point of crag; 
Ben (E1 5b) - 15ft right of Bill 
(Weed Finish 30ft 5c 1 preplaced 
aid point). 
Andy Pandy (E2 5c) - 20ft left of 
Bill and Old Mans Crack (HVS 5a) 
is 15ft right of Ben. 

Coniston area 
At Hodge Close Quarry, Play for 
Today (E2 5c) takes grooves right 
of Side Show Paul Clarke and Joe 
Giblin . 
Mad Alice (E3 5b) - climbs the 
second rib right of Sasquatch -
Mark Danson and Ian Cooksey. 
Mirror, Mirror (E3) climbs the wall 
and overlaps right of Through the 
Looking Glass - Danson and Bob 
Wightman and Cooksey. 

Duddon V a lley 
On Stone Crag, The Breech (E2 6a) . 
The blank wall in the centre of the 
crag fell to Ed Cleasby and Al 
Phizachley. 

NORTH WALES 

The summer so far has not 
permitted much new development 
on the high crags. But there has 
been a steady consolidation of 
routes at very high standard. The 
familiar names of Jim Moran, 
Steve Haston, Pete Whillance are 
there, additionally there have been 
the climbs of two visitors - Kim 
Carrigan from Australia and Mark 
Wilford from Colorado. Neither of 
them seem to have any problem 
acclimatising to Welsh rock; the 
latter seems to have little problem 
with the 'pace of life' either! 

Gogarth 
Barbarossa received its 2nd ascent 
from Mark Wilford who cruised it, 
as far as one can 'cruise' at a 
5.12A/ B rating, which was how 
Wilford rated the route in US 
terms. 

Llanberis Pass 
The Black Pig, (E3 5c, 5b, 6A) is a 
surpsisingly steep line between 
Carlos and Anthropology on Craig 
Ddu -Chris Shorter, Paul Williams. 
Blackhead (E3 6A) is an excellent 
route between Yellow Wall and 
Yellow Groove by the same pair. 
Rolling Stone (E 1 5b) takes the 
crack and hanging groove right of 
Grooved Rib - Paul Simkiss, John 
Pitts. 
Wounded Knee (HVS 5b) is a line 
just right of Rolling Stone by the 
same pair. 

Ogwen V a lley 
On Braich Ty Du, Georgie Boy The 
Bricklayer (E5, 5c) takes an 
overhanging flared chimney on the 
front face of the buttress right of 
Widdershins - Phill Thomas, Nigel 
Shepherd. 

Snowdon South 
Poacher, Clogqyn Y Wenallt was 
repeated - 2nd & 3rd ascents in 
fact by Leigh Mcgin ley and Steve 
Haston who fe lt it should be 
upgraded to E5. 
Ludwig was repeated by John 
Redhead and Big "Willy" 
Robertson who thought it very 
serious - possibly worth E5 . 
The Weir Pig (6A) - direct line up 
the Hyll -Drem bouldering wall was 
climbed by Steve Haston. 
In the Moelwyns at Craig Y Clipiau, 
Return of the Horsemen (E4 6A) is a 
left to right girdle of the wall above 

Mean Feat crossing the Crimson 
Cruiser climbed by Mel Griffiths 
and Martin Crook. 
Crimson Cruiser had a 2nd ascent 
from Jim Moran and Eifyn Jones 
and a 3rd ascent by Pete Whillance 
and Murray Hamilton . Both teams 
thought the route to be very good 
and 6A in grade. Moran also 
repeated Return of the Horsemen, 
the left to right girdle of the Craig y 
Clipiau headwall finding it vastly 
overgraded and giving it an E2 5c 
grade. 

Tremadog 
Hitler's Buttock had its 2nd ascent 
from Dougie Hall with Kim 
Carrigan. Hall thought the route 
worth 6c! 3rd ascent was made by 
Jerry Moffatt. 
Psyche And Burn (E5 6c) - the line 
up the impressive wall left of 
Vulcan - one of the last great 
problems (sic) was done by Jerry 
Moffatt. 
Jackdaw On The Edge Of Time (E3 
5c, 4c) starts up Salix and takes 
the overhang direct where Salix 
goes left - Martin Cook and Dave 
Farrant. 

SOUTH W ALES 

Pembroke 

There has been such an explosion 
of new routes in Pembroke in the 
two months since publication of 
the guide, Some of the emptier 
crag photos in the new guide will 
now literally be covered in white 
lines! 
On a more sobering note there 
have been two bad accidents in 
Pembroke, both involving very 
experienced climbers. One was a 
leader fall on Ripper Cliff (note the 
irony of the name) when a climber 
attempting a new line, fell and 
ripped out all his protection. He 
sustained a broken leg, pelvis and 
punctured lung and was lifted out 
by helicopter. The other occurred 
when John Myers was abseiling 
into Stennis Ford- either his rope 
rolled off a spike or the spike 
pul led out and he went 80ft on to 
boulders and was fatally injured. 
There has been a minor local 
outcry from Coastguards, press, 
Welsh Tourist Board, etc. with 
statements being made that the 
Pembroke cliffs are too dangerous 
to allow climbing . The fact is that 
they are the most solid limestone 
seacliffs in the British Isles. With a 
coup le of hundred climbers 
operating there over the Bank 
Holidays, statistically there were 
bound to be some accidents (as 
there were in Dorset and North 
Wales at the same time), but the 
locals haven't got used to having a 
high risk sport on their doorstep. It 
might however be timely to point 
out that genuine sea-cliff climbing 
(as opposed to Bosigran or 
Gogarth Upper Tier) is inherently 
more dangerous than in land 
climbing because of the danger 
from the sea, the fact that it 
involves far more absei ling, plus 
the fact that escape/ rescue are far 
more difficult. 
A full list of new routes, related to 
the guide, is available from 
Mountain . Please send a sae. 



PEAK/PENNINE 

Limestone 
Now that the 1981 season is well 
underway it is apparent that 
standards in the Peak District are 
rising again. 7a has now arrived, 
but what is encouraging is that 
several people seem to be capable 
of leading this standard. Perhaps 
now that the higher grades have 
gained acceptance some of the 
earlier Allen/Bancroft desperates 
could be 'upped' a little. 
As always Ron Fawcett is to the 
fore in development but now Gerry 
Moffat seems to be maturing as a 
leader and Dougie Hall and Kim 
Carrigan (colonist) seem just about 
unstoppable on anything. 
The current British Government 
seem to receive a lot of criticism, 
but Mrs. Thatcher is in no small 
way pushing forward climbing 
standards, by her 'grants for 
climbing scheme'. 
On High Tor the publication of the 
new guide has caused a flurry of 
activity. The grades seem about 
correct for most routes, though 
perhaps Decadence could use both 
a 6B grade and more stars. The 
few repeats of Musical Women 
seem unanimous in a 6A grade and 
perhaps deletion from any 
successive guidebook. 
On the Left Wing Ron Fawcett has 
produced one of the Peak's first 
6C/7 A routes Roadrunner E5 starts 
up M 1 before traversing left over 
the roofs to join Extender which it 
follows to the girdle where it joins 
A 6 and finishes as for that route up 
the blank looking wall. Doug Hall 
and Kim Carrigan both led the 
route confirming the quality and 
pronouncing it 6C. 
Water Cum Jolly has also seen 
further development. On Central 
Buttress Fawcett has added La 
Chute (E5 6B) which takes an 
excellent line left of Co/ditz Groove, 
climbing a groove to a break then 
attacking the overhang above and 
finishing across a white wall. The 
roof and flake left of Midnight 
Cracks gave Cool Hand Luke (E3 
7A) Ron's second Peak District 7A. 
On Church Buttress Davey Hall 
freed Confusion at 6A (more like 
6C) giving an unbalanced route. 
The Matto Grosso Chimney area 
saw the fall of two remaining aid 
routes to Fawcett's assaults. 
Deception (E4 6A) and Mandrake 
(E3 6A) the latter being 
"immaculate climbing up very 
steep superb rock." 
There has been a lot of 
development on Rubicon Buttress 
Andy Barker climbed the wall right 
of Coot via flakes to a large hole 
1 5ft up (peg) then finishing direct: 
The Millers Tales (X.S. 6B). Dominic 
and David Lee climbed A Bigger 
Splash (E2 6A) between Water 
Bailiff and Millers Tales. Finally 
Fawcett added Chains Missing (E3 
6B) up the wall and bulge between 
Dragonflight and Home. Paul 
Mitchell and friends have added 
several climbs to a buttress 200 
yards left of Moat Buttress. The 
crag is about 40' - 60' high with 
an overhang running along it at 
35ft. In the centre of the buttress 
they climbed Premature Arthritis 
Enjoying Dawn Chorus XS 6C (sic) 
taking the roof on 'pinches'. Left of 
the overhangs Mitchell soloed 
Confidence (HVS 5B) and at the 
right end he climbed Ripples 
(M.X.S. 5B). 
Raven Tor (Millers Dale) has seen 
Sardine go free at E5 6B by 
Fawcett. Several repeats have 
confirmed the very good quality of 
the free version and Ron removed 

Above: Andy Brown on Linden (E5, 6a), Curbar Edge. Photo:Chris Griffiths. 

the final aid point from Hubris (E5 
6B). Both these routes sport loose 
sections calling for forceful 
leading. 
Higher up the dale on Chee Tor, 
Fawcett climbed Autobahn 
(E5 6A/ B) up the wall left of Queer 
St. and Pink Panther (E4 6A) up the 
wall left of Grinning Chimney. 
Gerry Moffat seems to be taking 
over Tom Proctor's mantle on 
Stoney Middleton. Right of 
Menopause he climbed 
Hysterectomy (6c) up the faint 
groove, sling in place. He also freed 
the first pitch of Little Plum a much 
tried 'plum' which has repulsed 
several of the country's 'stars' 
including Fawcett and Proctor. 
Between Bubble and Carlswa!k 
Crack he climbed the wall to give 
Black Kabul (E5 6A). Left of 
Cabbage Crack Moffat added 
Helmut Schmidt (E5 6B) a very 
good route. 

So much for Limestone, where 
every day new routes are going up 
if you climb 6C. Ken Wilson's 
quote 'New routes going up like 
machine-gun bullets' is very 
applicable here as the Peak District 
struggles to regain its former 
eminence as the country's forcing 
ground. 

Gritstone 
Gritstone hasn't seen quite the 
explosion of new route activity, 
though the new standards coupled 
with a lot of nerve could bring the 
remaining obvious 'plums' into 
creation. 
On Curbar Fawcett's One Step 
Beyond has been free soloed, one 
of the remaining unrepeated 
desperates from last year. Left of 
Moonwalk Daniel and Dominic Lee 
climbed Cool Moon (XS 6B) . 

Fawcet also claimed this line, 
claiming that the Lees moved left , 
not finishing direct, but they insist 
they did. Further along they 
climbed Tin Drum left of Toy (XS 
6A/ B). 
At Froggatt Fawecett climbed the 
upper tower right of Chequers 
Crack, Spocks Missing (6B), gained 
from Chequers. John Hart climbed 
the thin crack L of Big Crack to give 
Paranoid Android XS 5C (runners in 
Big Crack). 
In Padley Quarry Daniel and 
Dominic Lee freed Cripple Crack, 
Delilah and Boxing Day all at HVS 
5B/ C, and at Lawrencefield 
Dominic freed Block Wall (XS 6B) 
and Dan did Skyline at H.V.S. 5B. 
Finally at Burbage Daniel Lee did a 
very impressive solo with his 
ascent of the Arete right of 
Boggart, moving left along the 
upper break to j"oin Boggart (XS 
6B). 
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equally effectively. 
The statutory crowd of thirty or forty 

onlookers gathered, I never figured out if this was 
a 'rent-a-crowd' which followed us around Japan, 
or if its composition changed at each climbing 
area. We were told before returning home that 
many climbers had taken unpaid leave from work 
to climb with us or just to watch us climb. I 
thought back to Mt. Rokko, where we had 
climbed on a Monday in front of a very large and 
appreciative audience - amazing. 

Mr Ohuchi had just fallen off, again, leading 
Mr Okada, our climbing photographer, up the 
first pitch of our climb and both had resorted to 
aid on the crux - a blank section of slab, slightly 
steeper than the rest of the pitch, bounded by a 
bluntarete on it's right hand edge. Huoki told me 
that the two pitches were six plus and four plus 
and that the climb had received four or five free 
ascents following the line of an old bolt ladder. 
No problem, magic protection, and, as it turned 
out, a crux move of Sb; a slight hesitation as the 
blunt arete turned out to be useless, but a 
solution found with a thin move out left and a 
good old 'Leeds Wall rock-over' back onto the 
arete. Applause from the gallery - very polite 
people the Japanese. The rest of the pitch was 
easy, ending with a 'thug' through an overlap 
which landed me on a stance big enough to hold 
an orgy on. Dream on, Dawson. 

"O.K. Yoshi, up you come." 
"I'm watching you, Dosser," the dulcet tones 

of Gifford floated across the crag. 
"I beg your pardon?" 
"I know what you're up to. Where did you find 

that little cracker?" 
"A reward for diligence and ability." 
"Bullshit." 
"O.K. She belongs to my ~limbing partner." 
"How come she's climbing second?" 
"Safer." 
"Oh yeh? Flash your muscles when she lands 

on the stance, you'll be O.K." 
"Do you have to reduce everything to basics, 

Gifford? .... I'll give it a whirl ... Tell you what, I 
hope they don't understand what we're saying ... 
Up you come dear - good girl." 

I was handing all the gear to Huoki, so that he 
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could lead the next pitch, when Mr. Okada yelled 
something from above. 

"He wants you to lead the second pitch as 
well," said Huoki, handing the gear back, "so that 
he can take some more photos." 

"O.K., fine." Seems a bit pointless on a four 
plus, I thought. Wonder why Okada's grinning 
like that? A hard move off the belay landed me on 
a thin break - thinks .... 

'That must be the crux over, the rest looks 
straight-forward. Hang on, why's Okada 
motioning me to move right towards the arete? 
Suppose it must go that way. Yes, this break is 
easy enough. Wonder where it goes now? Up the 
arete? That's never four plus. What's happened 
to the bomb-proof pro.? Stop grinning, Okada. 
There's a peg up there, I suppose I'll have to 
layback it. Don't delay, the eyes of the world are 
on you. Christ, this is thin. Get that peg clipped. I 
hope Okada is getting some shots, he should be 
swinging about on the end of that rope like a 
demented spider. Where now? Ah, swing round 
the arete onto the side wall, I can see another peg 
over there. If I get onto that ledge I'll be able to 
rest.No, I won't, hell, this is hard for four plus. Ah 
well, just up this short, overhanging finger-crack 
and I'll be back on the slab and at the next stance. 
Just wait Okada, I'll be up there with you soon. A 
forward roll over the arete, a sideways two-step, a 
hop up and a cluster of belay bolts. Great pitch 
that.' 

"Good climbing, Mr. Dawson." 
"Yes. Really good, thanks Mr. Ohuchi." 
"First time climbed free, Mr. Dawson." 
Ohuchi had abbed down from above and was 

shaking my hand. Applause wafted up from 
below. 

"I thought it was hard for four plus." 
"Oh yes, four plus pitch over there, English 

grade, please?" 
I looked down at Yoshie, "E2 Sc", sprang to 

mind. 
"E2 Sc, ah good. Thank you Mr. Dawson." 
"Thank you Mr. Ohuchi. Tell me Mr. Okada 

I'll have him for sandbagging me." 
"Excuse me, what is sandbagging?" 
"Forget it. O.K. Yoshie, up you come." 
Renunited on the second stance the team 

Above: Dawson, Yoshie and Hiraki. 

shook hands, had its photo taken by Okada and 
prepared to ab otT. It was I.SO and the Sports plan 
said that we had to be down by 2 p.m. Pity, I could 
cheerfully have climbed fora month at this place. 

At the foot of the climb, the team shared food 
and exchanged gifts before sliding down the path 
to the hut. Once there we spent an idyllic half 
hour lying in the afternoon sun; drinking ice-cold 
beer; thanking our hosts for their hospitality; 
taking their photos; having ours taken by them; 
packing; shaking hands all round and finally, re
luctantly, setting off down the track to the cars 
and another five hour drive. Still, with Takao 
driving, Dennis telling stories and a feast and 
booze-up guaranteed on arrival at Kobe, what's 
five hours? 

***** 
"Well, Paul, tomorrow it is all over." 
"Yes, Yoshiro, tomorrow the 'naughty boys' 

fly home," I replied, and immediately the 
thought of 26 hours of Cathay Pacific air
hostesses flashed into mind. 

"Has it been a good trip?" 
"Gobsmacking," enthused Gifford, as he 

lurched off to the dance floor to join the others. 
"Fantastic, Mr. Takahashi, the trip of a 

lifetime. !just hope that some of you will make it 
over to England." 

"I shall come next Spring." 
"Good, Yoshiro, you'll do well on English 

crags." 
"Mr. Dawson, what will you call the route at 

Gozaisho?" 
"Oh, well ... ," Visions of lovely South East 

Asian ladies had just flashed into mind again as I 
remember my climbing partnefs on the route, 
"Cathay Pacific." 

"Why this name?" 
"Well," I couldn't really explain why I had just 

thought of it," Cathay Pacific ... brought Britain 
and Japan together." A flash of inspiration and a 
totally appropriate name. 

"Yes, Cathay Pacific ... velly good name, velly 
good climbing.'' 



With Ding on the Dru 
An account of a mutual misunderstanding 

by Damian Carroll 

There I was, sitting in my sac, on an exposed 
ledge, lobbing objective dangers into the now 
sunny approach couloir, still infected by the 
surreal atmosphere that had surrounded our 
climb ever since its inception three days before. 
My contributions to the gully had plenty of 
company as ice and rock whirred, clattered and 
badoomed from the Col du Dru and Pie Sans 
N om, lending credence to the widely-held belief 
that the Dru Couloir is indeed a dangerous place. 

"Why," I mused, "Am I sitting here on my sac, 
on my little ledge, on my big wall, when I'd had 
no intention of doing anything so stupid before I 
arrived in Cham?" 

The answer was at the other end of the rope, 
precariously balancing on snowy footholds as he 
put his crampons on again after the seventy foot 
wall of shakey flakes that rises above the N omine 
crack. Ding had dangled and whacked his way up 
the 130ft aid crack, using our five pegs repeatedly, 
while I had prussiked it on tape loops, leaving 
behind a lot of skin and most of my energy in the 
process. At the belay I sat down and made myself 
comfortable, making it perfectly obvious that I 
had no intention of leading through. This far
sighted decision, cunningly designed to increase 
longevity, was now being vindicated by Ding's 
magnificent lead over the difficult rock and thin 
ice of the traverse to the right hand skyline of the 
buttress and a small stance overlooking the 
Direct, upon which two Norwegians were 
bellowing and bashing their way on non-existent 
ice. 

Again I thought: "What the hell am I doing 
here?" 

***** 
The time: early in the morning in late July; the 

scene: an idyllic sunny glade in the Biolay 
campsite, both the flies and the climbers 
beginning to stir and hum. Mel and I are 
recovering after a tedious 33-pitch snow plod up 
the Swiss Route on Les Ctmrtes, and an even 
more tedious and far more serious descent down 
avalanching slopes on the other side to the 
Talefre glacier. Into this pleasant spot strides the 
dimunitive lone Spaniard from the tent next 
door, munching a loaf and looking remarkably 
like the Manuel who drives Basil Fawlty to 
apopletic hysteria. 

Above: Ding starting the Nomine crack. Photo: Carroll. 

"I solo Swiss Route," says Francisco Aguado, 
in his usual economical style. "Three and a half 
hours. ls OK." 

Naturally this helped my recuperation not a 
bit, but Mel fortunately still snored on, blissfully 
unaware. I mean, this guy has no right to wander 
up and down a route like that so easily, especially 
after soloing the North Face of Les Droites a 
couple of days before, and even be down in the 
valley in time for breakfast. But there was no 
stopping this lad: 

"I would like to climb Dru Couloir Direct, but 
my friend to me he is on Fou. I think to solo, but 
maybe is harder than Droites." 

"Wouldn't know mate. Outside my experience 
- a whole new alpine ball game for me. Fair 

enough, the Supergoulotte on the Tacul with 
Dave was hard and nasty (I still had the frost-nip 
to prove it), but it's not a NAME. It's not the sort 
of route to gibber at when you open the guide 
book, in fact few have even heard of it. So no 
chance of me volunteering. But .... 

..... The little horned devil whispers in my ear, 
while throttling any caution in his scaley hands: 
"Go on, it would be good. Easy with a guy like 
that. Had a repeat ascent last week by the good 
ol' Brits so it can't be that desperate. Just think of 
the Fame, the bullshit in the Bar Nash, headlines 
in Mountain! Go on .... " 

"He! Mel," shaking him awake, "Are you in a 
hurry to do another route just now? No? Ahem. 
Hey Ding, would you mind ifl came with you on 

the Dru Couloir Direct?" 
"ls OK. If beautempts on Monday we go 

then?" 
"Fine by me." 
Gulp. 

***** 
The lads in the Bar Nash were green with envy, 

I was green with apprehension, and I dreamt 
about the route on both the nights before the 
fateful day dawned. Unfortunately it was clear 
and bright as Ding flung his battered car round 
the bends towards Argentiere and the 'frique to 
fame. Or oblivion. At 7 am. we were trying the 
French version of queueing: very trying. 
Sharpened axes at the ready each eyes his 
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Above: the Dru Coufoir. Photo: Audobert. 

neighbours for any sign of a move which may put 
another body between him and the first 'frique. A 
blond French god imperiously chucks my sac 
aside, the withering blast of garlic throttling any 
aggression at birth. Anyway his calf muscles were 
bigger than mine, which is not difficult to 
achieve. The thick Madrid accent of the rest of 
my team says, "My friends to me they would 
strike him. Very bellicose climbers in Spain." 

Nice to have a hard man on the hill with you 
isn' t it? 

It was 8 am. by the time we left the Grande 
Montets and looked across at the Dru. You can 
only see the top half of the Dru Couloir from here 
and that looks bee-yoo-tiful; a great grey goulotte 
slashing the Dru in half. As we approached up the 
glacier tiny figures became visible below the 
awesome chimneys of the Direct - the 
Norwegian lads on the ENSA meet, looking like 
refugees from some Californian surf beach, were 
now well-established on the route having started 
from a bivouac. My blind faith in Ding shut my 
eyes to their ice chips and the fact that it was now 
10.30: almost midday, and we weren't yet on a 
route which was first done in winter to avoid 
certain high-speed objective dangers. 

The whole situation was still unreal, it was still 
bullshit in the Bar, we were still attempting an 
early number ascent of what is arguably the 
hardest ice climb in the Morlt Blanc range, and 
my first steep ice had been only four months 
before. I was going to wake up soon, but the 
' schrund inevitably arrived and it was gear on, 
ready to solo the first few hundred feet up the 
broad menacing couloir which leads to the foot of 
the main difficulties. I hate bergschrunds - ever 
since a certain high-speed head-first entry into 
one a couple of years previously which got full 
marks for presentation and art1st1c 
interpretation, especially the elegant somersault 
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which finished the manoeuvre, but was followed 
by a six hour hop down the Mer de Glace. 
Horrible places, especially those that drip on you 
and go . .. CRASH, BOOM -

- two helmets tortoise into two pairs of 
shoulders for illusory protection from the 
coming oblivion, but then a nervous Spanish 
giggle informs us that a plane has gone over. A 
desperate last minute attempt to postpone things 
by putting a crampon through my overtrousers 
from thigh to ankle went unnoticed, so there was 
nothing for it but to heave over onto the ice slope 
and head on up, hardonDing's heels. The ice was 
good, the slope steep above the gaping hole 
beneath, and the tick-tack-tock rattle of ice on 
helmets reassuringly ominous. 

I belayed to some good pegs below the first 
hard bit and Ding was preparing to set ofTwhen a 
hail of Norse bellows and ice lumps narrowly 
missed the small Spaniard leaping into my arms. 
"ls very dangerous," says Ding seriously, with 
rare insight, and promptly front-points out into 
the deluge. Unfortunately(?) the warm weather 
and two or three ascents in the past week had 
proved too much for the ice, which was rapidly 
relaxing its tenuous grip on the polished granite. 

"ls not enough ice I think. Ice falling is very 
bad, we go other way you think?" 

Don't ask me mate, I'm only a moving belay 
for the leading machine. 

So Ding skived round leftwards onto the 
"ordinary" route and after his faint "Hokay" I 
followed crabwise over the iced ribs running up 
to the foot of the rock barrier. "The pitches 
leading to the foot of the Nomine Crack provide 
harder and steeper ice climbing than the North 
Face of Les Droites", or so I had read. Well in that 
case, I think, the Droites must be about Scottish 
3, and I happily bash my way up 60 degree snow/ 
ice. The decision to lead through proved to be a 
gross error of judgement as I found myself on 70 
degree ice . .. 75 degrees ... 80degree iceonly2.54 
cm thick (it was French ice) . Tip-tap-scritch at the 
top of a runnerless 145 feet - the silly over
confident tit didn't bother to put any ice pegs in 
did he? Five feet to a good belay and I'm slowly 
scratching my supporting medium ofT the rock. 
Ever sat on a branch which you are busily sawing 
ofT? My decision to panic was narrowly 
forestalled by the fortuitous excavation of a small 
spike, just in time to reduce the grade from 
outrageous ED. to Scottish 3 again. 

The next three pitches were hard, difficult to 
find, and took for ages. The rope work involved 
on the aid crack and the, literally and metaphori
cally, out of sight stances led to a curious but 
efTective communication system. The complex 
and foolproof climbing calls, designed in the days 
of hemp rope and non-belays to reduce 
confusion and prolong life in the mountains, was 
condensed by necessity to "OK?" and "OK!" or 
subtle variations on this theme. I found this a 
pleasant change from the difficulties on the 
Route Major with a Canadian lad when such 
ridiculous and incomprehensible phrases as "On 
belay" and "Up rope" (sounds like you are talking 
to a dog) led to hours of mutual frustration 150 
feet apart. That was when I learned to shout 
"OK?" until something useful happened. (But 
since they don't teach that at Outdoor Centres 
you must never, ever say it on a British crag. A 
child could be hurt). Even so I was relieved to find 
that Ding could understand shouts for "Tight on 
red," and "Pull". These pleas of course were not 
due to inability on my part, but I had been told 
that speed is of the essence in alpinism. 

But I digress - back to the top of the Nomine 
Crack (what an embarrassing name for the poor 

bloke) . The site of the fabled bivouac, appearing 
and disappering as though enchanted, was for 
Cecchinel "a tiny, indefinite platform"; forothers 
it was "indeed tiny, or minute, or invisible, 
depending on one's size of boot." I kicked the 
snow off the spacious ledge, planked my sac 
down, sat on it and put my feet up, and wondered, 
yet again, "What the hell am I doing here?" 

It was comfy and secure on that sac, on that 
stance, on that wall , and I drowsed and dreamed, 
watching the choughs ( or, as a friend would say, 
"Alpine budgies") swirling above the Grandes 
Montets. To the whistle of the train at 
Montenvers and the constant clatter of rocks, the 
hazy, lazy afternoon slumbered on. "What a 
pleasant spot," I thought, "This is the life for me." 
The sun was warm on my face as it reflected off 
the golden slabs of rock on the other side of the 
precipitous crique, the birds wheeled, and even 
the whir of ice seemed as gentle as the hum of 
bees. 

"Atten\:ion!" 
A flying saucer shot past and exploded at the 

top of the ice slope, bringing me rapidly out of the 
trance and to the conclusion that a guy could get 
hurt in this place. It was an impressive situation 
if it got to you - glowering grey walls of rock 
hemmed me in on all sides, the granite menacing 
and devoid of escape routes. The train was at 
once an intrusion and a tantalising sound of 
safety and ice creams and curious faces; the 
budgies became circling buzzards. 

"Hokay." 
Gulp. 
I put my crampons back on there and then and 

pedalled frantically from spike to sling to peg with 
excrutiating front points. I hugged lottery blocks 
and groped icy cracks and reached for all the 
runners (to save time you understand), then a 
flailing elbow sent a torso-sized lump on its 
gleeful search for a helmet. The iced traverse 
involved my most unfavourite moves -
downwards and sideways groping with fron t 
points while concentrating on becoming 
snowflake-light so that they and your picks don't 
remember gravity - until the stance arrived and I 
generously let Ding lead the last rock pitch. After 
all, he had deserved it. 

Heaving out of the final chimney to join Ding, 
a fantastic view of the rest of the couloir led the 
eye inexorably upwards:- that ice was a dream, it 
was unreal , I still wasn't here, it was all a great 
practical joke and I'd wake up to find myself 
pissed in the fountain outside the Bar Nash. An 
incredible grey-green motorway switchbacked 
between big walls - very wide, very long, and 
very sustained. To our right was the great 
mushrooming overhang where the couloir 
dropped into the chimneys of the Direct, and on 
its 90 degree face a line of nicks and scratches 
materialised above three pitches of air. The Sons 
of Odin had emerged onto the upper couloir just 
here and were now about three rope lengths 
ahead of us, tackling the very steep ice of the 
Narrows, where the walls lean in to create a 
bulging bottleneck of 80 degree ice. It was now 
6.30 pm. and I was, to say the least, tres knackered, 
but Ding needed a rest in the lead so it was up to 
me to run as fast as possible between belays, 
before hacked out stances from above might land 
where they could do permanent damage. 

A glimpse in the climbing literatuFe may lead 
one to the belief that the gully is an unrelenting 
80-90 degrees, and cunningly taken photos do 
nothing to dispel this impression, so it was with a 
degree of scepticism that I first received the 
laconic description ascribed to the gallant Brits a 
few days before : "The top section is Scottish 3 to 



4". But it was true! Beautiful rope lengths up 
polished blue and grey and green ice, which was 
rarely more than 70 degrees, stonking ice pegs 
driven in for belays, nuts in the walls, then a 
couple of steep 80 degree sections in the Narrows 
and before we knew it it was getting dark. 

Both of us had been getting slower and slower, 
the effort of lifting axes and legs increasingly 
laborious, and the awkward toe-hold stances in 
the hard ice meant little rest on the belays. I went 
through amazing contortions to relieve toes and 
calves and back from the strain:- doubling-up on 
stances to stop my sac from dragging at the 
shoulders, jamming my helmet in the belay 
slings to rest the neck, crampons flat, crampons 
edging, heels out, heels in, sitting in my harness 
to relieve legs then standing up again because of 
aching hips. Worst of all it was now fourteen 
hours since I'd signed my name in the snow and 
harness, tangles of slings, overtrousers, 
salopettes, long johns and the exposure were 
ganging up against me. If you have never suffered 
the frustrations of incontinence in a place where 
your hands are essentially occupied elsewhere, 
then you have never known the ultimate agony in 
a man's life. Only two pitches to go now, and I'm 
heading for a crack in the rock above the ice, but 
jesus - stopped short of the rock, taken short on 
the ice, I frantically smashed a peg half in and 
clipped to it with a shoulder sling, using axes as 
back-ups. Sag back, gloves off, faster and faster, 
can't tell Ding, untie, fumble at overtrousers ... 
shee-it. Have you ever noticed how the sound of a 
ziP.. sets off a Pavlovian reaction? 

After several hours of thump-heave-wheeze, 
thump-heave-wheeze, I was getting near the end 
of my tether and would have done anything for a 
flat place: in fact, anywhere less than 60 degrees 
would have done fine, for the hours of aches and 
strains and pains were building up to a condition 
not far short of my limit. The cool breeze from 
the south, and the brilliant light that greeted us 
on the Breche at 10.30 pm., after eleven and a half 
hours of constant effort and tension, was the 
perfect ethereal atmosphere to finish a great 
route by. I just grabbed Ding's hand and pumped 
it vigorously; a rare display of emotion for me, 
but understandable in my relief at the bursting 
bubble of tension. We continued to the top of the 
Petit Dru by the light of the silvery moon only to 
find that the pentouse suite was occupied, so we 
had to make do with a second-hand hole in the 
snow below the stentorian Norse snores 
resounding from the summit block. Having said 
that through, it was really quite a nice hole (two 
beds., good vws., 5 mins. from shops) the 
previous occupants having constructed 
contoured body-hugging depressions, and it was 
really very comfy. However, the yellow holes and 
sweet wrappers strewn indelicately about the site 
showed that they weren't quite the right sort of 
chaps. 

For my first Alpine bivvy I couldn't have asked 
for better - a pleasant spot, mild night, cloud 
filling the valleys and a full moon over the 
Triolet, the Jorasses bulking silvery black. 
Absolute magic! We munched chocolate and 
dried fruit and attempted to express our feelings 
in bits of three languages and some mime: 

"The Grandes Jorasses, very beautiful." 
"Mm," I agreed. 
"The Peuterey, Mont Blanc, they also are very 

beautiful." 
"Si," I replied, anxious to show my command 

of languages. 
"Do you like to climbing the Dru Couloir with 

me?" 
"Christ yes, it was brilliant!" 

"I like to climbing the Dru Couloir with you 
too. I think I am climbing better on the rock 
climbing, but you are better on the ice." 

Now isn't that nice and modest of him? I 
thought. Here's me with only about a dozen ice 
routes to my name, and most of those in 
Scotland, and he says I am better on ice. 

"But Ding," I protested, "You soloed the 
North Face of Les Droites last week, and the 
North Face of Les Cot.lrtes; you are a very good 
ice climber." 

"Ah no! I mostly rock climbing, only a little ice. 
You climb Point Five Gully so you are a very 
good ice climber. The Dru Couloir to me is the 
sixth time ice climbing, I am very worried on the 
Dru." 

For christsakes it was a good job he didn't tell 
me that the Droites was only his fourth ice route 
(and SOLO!) while we were still at the 'schrund -
I'd still be cowering below it! I felt moved to 
philosophise: 

"Just goes to show what ignorance and 
willpower can achieve, eh Ding?" 

"lQue?" 

Above: just below the narrows, Norwegian party 
visible. Photo: Carroll. 

Footnote 
The ascents made by Francisco Aguado during his !st Alpine 
season in 1980 were: 
19th July: Mont Blanc du Tacul, (Gabarrou-Albinoni 

Couloir). 9 hours with A. J. Merrera. 
23rd July: Droites N. Face (Cornau/Davaille - Boivin/ 

Gabarrou Combination). Solo, 12 hours. 
26th July : Courtes N. Face . (Swiss Route). Solo, 31/2 

hours. 
29th July: N.E. Couloir of Grand Dru , 111/2 hours. 
31st July: Pillier D'Angle (Dufour/Frehel - Cecchinel/ 

Nomine Combination). Solo, 5 hours. 
15th August: North Face Triolet. Solo, 41/2 hours. 
25th August: Freney Face, Central Pillar, with J. Lopez, 13 

hours. 
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"A Partner In Myself'' 
by Nena Holguin 

Undoubtedly the most remarkable solo climb of recent years, if not of all time, 
was Reinhold Messner's solo ascent of Mount Everest from the North made in 
summer 1980. The personal account that follows was written, at Messner's 
suggestion to overcome the language barrier, by Nena Holguin his American 
companion who was the only support team he had for the climb. 

Being alone on a mountain does not guarantee 
you an experience of utter loneliness. Just in the 
same way that mingling in a crowd can never 
deprive you of carrying on in your aloneness. It's 
only that in one situation there's an accentuation 
of your fears and own problems while in the other 
you can easily become distracted or even 
encouraged to look away from them. 

Well there's nothing to distract from my fears 
now. I'm fifty metres below the North Col and 
I've fallen down, down, down. It felt like eternity 
in slow motion, rebounding back and forth off 
the walls of ice, although it was in reality only 
eight metres deep. 

And so I'm standing on a narrow platform. Is it 
thick or thin? I look up. I look down. It's all the 
same. It's black - everywhere. My headlamp's 
died. I see a twinkle from a lone star through a 
small hole somewhere up above. 

All I can say is despite all those fears I 
overcame on Nanga Parbat in '78 some new ones 
have been born. I fumble with the lamp. Ah Ha! It 
goes. I try to make some sense out of my 
situation. I know I shouldn't be down here. "If I 
can climb out of here I'm going straight back 
down this crevasse-ridden snowfield, we're 
packing up and heading home." "But will I 
instead die down here?" "N ena's* not really so far 
away, only a few hundred metres between us." 
Down there at our camp along the glacier she's 
tucked away safely in a warm sleeping bag." 
There's a rope down there. She could perhaps 
climb up this high alone and help me. But will she 
ever know." Yet all the while these thoughts are 
racing through my mind somehow I still don't 
feel all that uncomfortable. I'm actually quite 
relaxed, feeling peaceful and calm within. 

Concentrating now on my next moves I find a 
small ramp leading diagonally across the ice 
leaning inward but none the less taking me 
upward and out of this hole. 

I'm able to rationalize quickly once I step out 
into the crisp clear air. I must have been a little 
careless before, I tell myself. So, with great care I 
span my body across the crevasse and using my 
ski sticks as an anchor step forward arriving safely 
on the uphill side. 

My natural instincts take over. It's not difficult 
now. As I reach the North Col the ridge extends 
above me up over gentle rolls, rising with only a 
gradual steepening grade. The sun takes it's time, 
Centimetre by centimetre gold light floods the 
vastness beyond and the peaks reveal their 
summits one at a time according to their majestic 
height. I move on my boots gripping the hard 
surface. 

To say the climbing goes on without incident 
can only mean that there's no particular 
interruption to ones smooth rhythm for there is 
always that fascinating incident of what's going 
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on inside. My whole being is taking part, 
witnessing this beautiful perfect day, perfect 
simply because I'm part of it, wide awake and 
aware with all my senses. 

It' s going quite well and I'm satisfied with 
myself. I'm in no rush. Time is mine to waste 
away. Time to think. Reflecting back on my first 
solo attempts on a Himalayan giant I'm able to 
realize a lot of things about myself and my 
approach to solo climbing. This time I'm here 
much more for the fun of it. In 1973 when I first 
headed off to solo Nanga Parbat my ideas were 
more vague, without direction. I was out to prove 
to the world, to prove to myself that I could climb 
an 8000 er alone. At the start I was determined 
but in the end I was heading nowhere. Perhaps 
then I was even stronger physically than I am now 
but psychologically I was unprepared. 

In 1978 when I again set off for Nanga alone 
things had changed. I was much more in tune 
with my own body. I had not set off with the 
object of conquering a peak nor indeed of 
returning home a hero. What I wanted was to 
come to know and understand the fears of the 
world, my own fears. I wanted to feel new again. 
But it was a long struggle even then to accept 
myself completely. And for this reason it was 
perhaps my most important climb. There were 
still things I had to prove to myself - my self 
sufficiency without dependence. During that 
climb my human side was awakened. It was a 
battle against my own body in which the will had 
to take control. It is difficult to say which stress is 
greater under such a situation, the physical or the 
psychological. 

But here I am once more driving myself 
onward. I want to live out this dream, this feat of 
climbing Everest alone which before my solo 
ascent of Nanga seemed so far away, so 
impossible. And now for some reason it seems 
even easier than Nanga. There was no difficulty 
for me to leave the base at 6500 metres and head 
on up here today. 

I don't feel so far away from everything as I 
arrive at my first bivouac spot. There's a good flat 
surface provided on a snow covered rock 
platform at 7800 metres. Every preparation goes 
slowly and smoothly and I find it totally 
enjoyable to empty my rucksack and erect my 
small goretex home. The bright sun reflecting off 
the snow offers a great deal of warmth and 
comfort as I chew dried meat and sip this salty 
brew of Tibetan tea leaves. I don't feel alone. I 
instead sense a companionship. There's always 
that someone to keep me company when I reach 
these altitudes on my own. Perhaps it's that 
partner within myself. 

I couldn't have asked for better circumstances. 
The daylight fades away leaving the glacier below 
in deep black shadow and this world of 

mountains surrounding me illuminated by 
spectacular orange then red rays. Darkness falls 
and I'm at home inside. 

I've to make the choice now of going on with 
less food and gas or going on painfully slower 
bogged down by the security of those extra 
rations. I lighten my load and with the tent rolled 
up loosely and fastened to my rucksac prepare to 
carry on. The night has been rewarding. My 
strength and energy level are replenished after 
my sleep having been disturbed only by the 
powerful gusts of wind rather than by high 
altitude ill-feelings. 

At 9. 00 a. m. the first sunlight gives a refreshing 
start. I'm feeling positive. But then as I begin to 
wade through snow over my knees my whole 
manner of thinking changes from this steady har
monious rhythm. What to do? "I shall never get 
anywhere at this rate." I scan theslopeofthe north 
face as it stretches across to the No11on Couloir. It 
certainly is a Great and Grand Couloir I realize as I 
think about its other names. It is impressive to 
think of the tons of snow that must have through 
the years thundered down through that deep scar 
in the mountain side. 

Obviously several avalanches have swept the 
face recently and it becomes apparent that my only 
possible chance of success exists by picking my 
way gingerly over a beaten down snow surface 
across to the couloir and then with the hopes of 
hard snow in the gully I will be able to advance. So 
with a slow and cautious pace I moveoutacross its 
wide dimension. 

It is definitely not steep yet still itleaves me with 
an air of uncertainty. Anything falling off from 
above will without a doubt sweep me from my 
feet. But then I allow these thoughts to become 
distracted occasionally as I look directly above my 
head and study the First and Second Steps, 
remembering the 1924 epicofMallory and Irving. 
How impossible it would have been for two 
climbers within that age of climbing technology 
and theory to surmount and overcome that great 
rock barrier, the protruding second step, not to 
mention at some unbelievable speed. 

It seems too late in the afternoon as I arrive 
exhausted at an altitude of8200 metres. I'm not 
feeling so encouraged as yesterday. "I've climbed 
the whole day but I'm only 400 metres higher." 

On a mushroom of rock, ice and snow I feel safe 
enough to bivouac. It sits like a perch out above 
the entirely of all that's living - mountains, land 
and people. I haven'texcluded myself from them. 
I'm in fact much more with them from here. I 
retire stretched out but the altitude is trying to 
take-over. I'm no longer comfortable. Eating and 
drinking are an effort. "It's too cramped in here." 
"There is simply not enough room for all of us." 
"Will I ever sleep?" 

Already I'm feeling my power drifting away as I 



look out in the early morning at the puffy grey 
monsoon clouds swirling in all directions and 
rising quickly from the east But I'm determined to 
goon. Onelitreofwatertakes too long to bring out 
of its icy cold nature to a warm satisfying tempera
ture. So I drink it lukewarm, take the camera 
around my neck and wearing my crampons grasp 
hold ofmy ice axe and begin. "I'm lightweight so 
perhaps there's a chance." 

As I lose my orientation success is far from my 
mind. I'm thinking for the moment. The psycho
logical burden of searching a way through the 
rock, clouds and ice up the Couloir then a steep 
snow flank leading onto the rocky buttress 

extending down from the summit pyramid 
weighs heavily on my spirit Can I carry it? 

Somehow and for some reason I go on. I'm 
nowhere in particular. I'mjustclim bing automati
cally, instinctively. I don't expect it but suddenly 
it's there - the tripod - the blessing of proof, the 
curse of destruction upon this perfect place of 
solitude. 

While sitting on top ofNanga in '78 I felt like I 
was born again, a witness to the whole creation. 
And now I've brought another dream into reality 
but there are no words to express this new feeling. 
The physical stress has reached its limit and the 
mind can't even react during that instant. I'm 

Reinhold Messner at 8847m. Photo R. Messner! 

simply there. 
At times I've searched out a face to face 

encounter with loneliness, searched for under
standing and felt a loneliness that was no longer a 
handicap but instead a strength. But in no way 
could I ever claim to have found aloneness. I've 
merely opened a few doors to have some slam 
behind and some of the others lead to more. 
Slowly and carefully, step by step I've learned to 
know something of myself, to love myself 
Sometimes I took chances, I dared, and other 
times I held back too long. But along my way 
there's no turning back. I'm delighted on my 
voyage inward for there is always room to grow. 
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The Final Game 
by Glenn Randall 

The Naked Edge dominates Colorado's 
Eldorado Canyon. Every pitch is in full view, from 
the 5. 11 finger-crack at the base to the hand-crack 
splitting the final overhanging prow, 600 feet off 
the ground. Before 1978, everyone who 
attempted the Edge considered the challenge 
quite sufficient to warrant a rope. Then, early on a 
summer morning, Jim Collins decided to try it 
solo. 

"You know, 1 never consciously planned to solo 
the Edge," he said. "I think if I had planned it I 
would either have backed off the first pitch or 
gotten nervous somewhere and blown it. And all 
the way up I never really thought about finishing 
the route. I had planned to finish on.Jules Verne. 
But I got up to the baseofthe fourth pitch and just 
started bouldering up it I got that Ii ttle finger-lock 
at the top of the dihedral and by then I was kind of 
committed. It was pretty scary, actually, but I knew 
I could do the chimney and stuff. I got to the little 
ledge at th e base of the fifth pitch (the overhanging 
handcrack) and that's where I started thinking. 

"I'd done the climb five times before, but I'd 
only done the fifth pitch once before without 
falling. There were three thoughts in my head as I 
started the pitch. One was that I was scared and 
that I didn 't really want to do it Another was that I 
did want to do it I was havingoneofthebestdays 
of climbing in my life and !just wanted to climb, to 
keep going and finish it. And another thought was 
that !just didn 't care. I had had a fight with my ex
girl friend in the early morning hours the night 
before. I was thinking that there wasn't much 
outside of climbing that I cared about then. It 
wasn 't a suidical thing. I was pretty bummed out, 
though. 

"I started up the hand-crack thinking that I 
would just go to a really solid-looking fixed pin 
and clip in to itand wai tfor a rescue. But every time 
I got to a pin I always trusted my climbing ability 
more than just one fixed pin, and so I would keep 
going. !got to the rest,and then it'sonly5.8 orso to 
the top, so I finished it. There wasn't even that 
much elation, really." 

Collins' solo of the Edge was no isolated 
incident. A number of climbers have recently 
soloed routes once considered extreme for a 
roped party of two. I asked several of these 
climbers about their fascination with this 
potentially deadly game, and got some interesting 
and wide-ranging responses. 

Some solo, at times, for the simple joy of 
moving unfettered. Boulder climber Charlie 
Fowler recalled the first time he did a lot of 
soloing. "I went to Eldorado one day and did the 
Bulge, theBastilleCrack, PseudoSideJrackand T2, 
about 20 pitches, in about four hours. It just blew 
my mind. It seemed so easy, in a technical sense, 
not hassling with hardware." Duncan Ferguson, a 
climber from Estes Park, Colo., said, "Soloing 
removes all the impedimenta of climbing. Some 
ofmy most enjoyable solos have been done with 
no shoes, even no clothes." 

As the difficulty of the solo approaches a 
climber's sight-leading ability, however, 
challenge increasingly becomes the motivation. 
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Fowler said flatly of Perilous Journey, a totally 
unprotected face-climb near Boulder with a 40-
foot 5.11 approach to a 5. 11 + crux, "The risks are 
unjustifiable unless you approach it as a 
challenge." Fowler made the second ascent in the 
fall of 1977. 

The challenge motivated many of Boulder 
climber Jim Erickson's solos as well. Like most 

\: 
soloists, he began with easy routes he'd done 
before. "At first I wasn't achievement-oriented," 
he said. "After a while, of course, you become 
addicted." After soloing Grand, a5.10 hand-crack 
in Llanberis Pass where "if you fell and took one 
bounce, you 'd go all the way down Cenotaph 
Corner," Erickson began thinking of soloing 
"something more serious" - something no one 



Left: Jeff Achey soloing T2, Eldorado Canyon. 
Right: Jim Collins similarly engaged. The route is a 
solid 5.9 grade. All photos: Glenn Randall. 

had done before. "In tennsof rock-climbing, solo
ing a new route was the ultimate commitment," 
Erickson said. 

After soloing a few 5.9 new routes, Erickson 
soloed an "easy" 5.10, Sooperb. Two months later 
he spotted a hand-crack slicing a roof on a crag 
near Golden, Colo. He named it Cassandra. "I 
thought it would be the next ultimate," he said. 
"It's solid 5.10 by today's standards. I would have 
gone 200 feet if I'd fallen. It was pretty freaky, but 
at that time I was convinced my hands would 
never slip out of a hand crack. 

"Spiritually, Cassandra was the high point of 
my climbing career. 1 felt I didn't need to prove 
anything more to myself. I also realized that if I 
kept soloing I wasn't going to live much longer. I 
felt like that climb was as far as I wanted to go." 

Some climbers have had strange experiences 
pushing close to that edge. Collins asked me once, 
"Have you e.ver got the desire when you were in 
the middle of a climb, soloing, to just jump? I 
have. I got this incredible urge when I was in the 
middle of Hair City (a 5.9 in Eldorado) to just 
jump. I mean, you're up there defying death, and 
it's really neat, and I thought, wouldn'tthat be the 
ultimate test of what you could survive, to just 
jump off something? Obviously, the urge was 
quickly suppressed." 

Ferguson related a similar experience during a 
summer when he was soloing harder and harder 
things in Eldorado. "I hadjust done the West Face 
of the Bastille (a 5.9+ ), and I was sitting on the 
ledge at the top. I realized that, ultimately, the next 
step would beto fall off something. First I'd soloed 
routes I'd done, then routes I hadn't done, then 
new routes. If I could have hopped off without 
hurting myself, I would have. You're playing so 
close to the line, and the line is falling off. It's like a 
kid brother. It's always there. The feeling had 
nothing to do with wanting to hurt myself, 
because I've felt that way too. I sat up there and 
thought, 'That's really weird,' then I 
downclimbed the route and went home. I took a 
much lighter approach after that to soloing, 
though I've soloed much harder climbs since 
then." 

Just how dangerous is soloing? Other than the 
risk of holds breaking, the danger comes from 
within: panic, misjudgment, lapses in 
concentration. Ferguson's comments are 
interesting in light of Erickson's thoughts just 
before he took a near-fatal fall in 1973 from a new 
route on the Boulder Flatirons. 

"I stopped soloing for six months after I did 
Cassandra in January, 1973,'' Erickson said. "This 
may sound silly, but I didn't want to kill myself 
before I tried Half Dome free again. After Art 
Higbee and I didn't get very far, I got depressed 
and started soloing again." Later that summer, 
Erickson tried to solo a short new route on the 
Fourth Flatiron. "There was a huge stick with a 
sharp end sticking up like a marlin spike right 
where you'd land if you fell. I went through these 
psychological conundrums 'with myself. I 
thought, if you fall, you 're going to be impaled on 
that stick. Then I thought, maybe if you think 

you're going to fall, you shouldn't climb. Then I 
thought, well, I came here to climb, let's do it" 
Erickson started up the route~ after moving the 
stick. Forty feet up, his hands slipped from the 
crack. He crashed on sloping talus and broke both 
ankles and his left wrist. 

"I've always wondered if my subconscious took 
the opportunity to get me to slow down by making 
me fall in a place where i twouldn't be fatal. Maybe 
my psyche realized that I'd gone a little too far 
along the thin edge." 

Erickson did not give up soloing after his 
accident. In fact, he has soloed 10 or I 5 new routes 
since then, most of them 5.9. But his attitude has 
changed. "lt'sjustagameofRussian Roulette," he 
says. "It's a question of how many cartridges you 
want to put in the gun. You cangetawaywithafew 
spectacular climbs, butifyougoupand do 10or20 
of them, you 're stacking the odds against yourself. 

Since I value my life more now, and have more 
responsibilities, I don't solo as much. "Erickson is 
31 now, with a wifeand child. 

Other soloists consider the game less risky than 
Erickson. Fowler said, "I would give up soloing in 
a minute if I ever had a bad epic." And Dave 
Breashears said of his first ascent of Perilous 
Journeyin 1975, "Therewasnopointingoingup 
there if I even thought I could fall off. It wouldn't 
have been worth it if I scared myself. I would have 
considered it a failure." 

Ironically, Breashears says he learned his 
approach to soloing from Erickson. "Erickson 
thought you should always be able to downclimb 
anything you soloed up." Though Erickson does 
say he has soloed climbs he couldn't reverse, his 
mastery of climbing down is well-known. He fell 
not through an inability to retreat, but through a 
completely unforeseen slip of his hands. 
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try to grab the ledge about 10 or 15 feet down. 
Then my toe levered into the horizontal crack and 
my other foot scraped down onto a hold and I 
caught myself. But I nearly fell off. I would have 
gone to the ground from the top of the Bastille." 

Like Collins, Fowler only solosat certain times. 
"Both the DNB (Direct North Buttress of 
Yosemite's Middle Cathedral, a 1,600-foot 5.10) 
and the Diamond(the vertical, 800-foot east face of 
Long's Peak) were real spur-of-the moment 
things," Fowler said. "Things were right at that 
moment. " 

Fowler had originally planned to climb the 
Right side oft he Fol/yon thedayhedid theDNB. " I 
got up real early, at sunrise, and I thought, 'I don' t 
really want to do the Folly. I want to do the DNB.' 
The idea of doing something like that had 
occurred to me before, but I hadn't specifically 
thought of the DNB. 

"The hardest part, psychologically, was starting 
off the ground. Jfyou can overcome the fear it's 
much easier to climbwithouta rope. On the climb 
I just remember I was continuously dim bing and 
how enjoyable that was. I'd focus just on the 
dim bing. When I got to the top I was sort of spaced 
out, like I'd gotten away with something. I' d been 
concentrating so hard." 

Fowler partied till midnight the night before he 
soloed the "Casual Route" on the Diamond. He 
left the Long's Peak parking lotat2 a.m. and made 
the six-mile approach by headlamp. 

"When itwasjustlightenough to see I started up 
theroute. lclimbedcontinuouslyupto the Yellow 
Wall bivy ledge and hung out there for a while, 

' I took some pictures. I had my cagoule tied around 
·1 my waist and my camera around my neck. I felt 

✓ • 1 like a tourist. "Oh, is this the cables route?" 
1 Fowler describes his feelings at the top of a hard 
l solo like the Diamond as "a mixture of elation, 

· f exhaustion and satisfaction." "It's almost like I'm 
tripping. It's an altered state of consciousness. I'm 
not sure if it's good or bad. It's like you face reality 
again after being completely focused on the 
climbing. Or maybe the climbing is the reality. 

, When I solo I'm so utterly focused that my mind is 
in a totally different place when I stop." 

Are the rewards of soloing worth the risk? 
Breashears and Fowler, convinced they aren 't 
actually laying as much on the line as their climbs 
make people think, say yes. Collins says no. 

Above: left to right; Jim Collins, Jim Erickson, Below: Duncan Ferguson, Charlie Fowler. 

"I've really gotten a lot out of soloing. The 
rewards have been great. But when I think back on 
the risks I've taken on some of the climbs I've 
done, like the Edge and the Northwest Corner, I 
think the rewards haven't been worth the risk." 

Breashears and Fowler seem to discount that 
possibility, though Fowler admits, "I've fallen off 
lots of climbs (with a rope) that were easier than 
climbs I've soloed." Healsosays, however, that he 
climbs best when he is soloing. Collins agrees. 

"It was much more terrifying going back and 
leading the first pitch of the Edge with a rope than 
it was to solo iL I kept thinking, 'God, I can't 
believe I soloed this.' You know how when you 
second you get sloppy and fall off things you 
would never fall off leading? When you're leading 
you think a lot more and climb in better style. You 
concentrate more. I think you get a still higher 
level of concentration when you ' re soloing." 

For both Fowler and Collins part of that 
heightened concentration seems to bea conscious 
determination to erase all doubt before starting up 
a climb. Fowler says, "!think it's foolhardy to solo 
when there's doubt in my mind. Ifl start up a route 
to solo it, it's perfectly clear in my mind that I can 
do il I don't think about retreating. The reason 
people climb with a rope is because they have 
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doubts they can do the climb. If you eliminate the 
rope you have to eliminate the doubt as well. " 

For Collins, "The decision is, do I solo today or 
not? If l decide to solo I just do it I don't think 
about reversing moves. I've always soloed on days 
when I felt really good and I knew I could do the 
climb. What I'm trying to develop and haven't 
done perfectly yet is to sense intuitively when I'm 
going to have that good day." 

Collins discovered how fallible intuition can be 
on the day he soloed the direct finish to the North
west Corner of the Bastille, a 5.10+ in Eldorado. 

"I hadjust done the route with a rope a few days 
before. I had heard that the direct finish was really 
hard, and so I was prepared, when I went up there 
with a rope, for something desperate. Then it 
turned out not to be so bad. But when I went up 
therewithouta rope, I did the mantle and grabbed 
this hold when I wasn't in balance. My hand just 
popped off the hold - my hands just flew off the 
rock and I basically fell over backwards. I had a 
split second to think about whether to jump and 

Erickson agrees. "You have to ask yourself, 
how will I feel about it in five years? How will my 
friends and family feel? I think five years after 
these people do their solos they'll think the same 
thing I do, ' God, it was really stupid ofme to do 
these things."' 

Ferguson comes at the question from a 
different perspective. "Like everything, the more 
you put into soloing, the more you get out, but 
difficulty doesn't have much to do with il If! put 
my whole being into something, then I get the 
most out of iL I've done easy solos that were 
wonderful, and I've done desperate solos and 
gotten little out of them . Soloing acts so much like 
a mirror. It reflects my own attitudes and 
feelings." 

Soloing is indeed a mirror,and Ferguson's final 
comment may explain much of the diversity in 
opinion. Even more than roped climbing, soloing 
reflects a climber's strengths and flaws with 
pitiless clarity. As Tom Patey once said of soloists, 
"If they're not good, they're dead." 



The Hangman's Noose 
by Ron Fawcett 

To go it alone on the crags is seen by many to 
be a foolhardy risk of one's life, like those peopl~ 
who made the wearing of motorcycle crash 
helmets compulsory and endless laws 
concerning the use of hang-gliders. 

To me it is the prime method of climbing - to 
be free of the snagging rope, rack of runners and 
the weight they both combine. As a youth I used 
to potter about on small gritstone boulders 
gaining strength and confidence; the latter grew 
and I soloed higher, harder things. ltjust seemed 
the natural thing to do; cram in as much climbing 
as the weather, daylight and my fingertips would 
allow. Going out on the gritstone mid-week on 
my own just seemed the best way to improve my 
climbing ability. When I say alone it was not 
because I preferred it that way, it was just that few 
people were around at that time, but on 
occasional forays to Almscliffe and Caley I would 
bump into Al Manson and his erstwhile sidekick 
Pete Kitson. Both were specialists on grit 
boulders and many hours were spent burning me 
off on the intricate problems they had perfected 
to a fine art. 

I also used to solo the classic aid routes on the 
limestone crags around the Dales which 
provided good sport on wet winter days. On one 
occasion I had just completed the Superdirect 
over Kilnsey's main overhang and to save me the 
hassle of completing the final chossy pitch in the 
gathering gloom I abseiled off from just over the 
lip. Unknown to me the rope didn't reach and I 
ended up about twenty feet from the deck, 
spinning around on the hawser-laid ropes 
wondering what to do. I decided that the only way 
was to jump as I hated spinning round, so I tied a 
knot in the end of one rope let it catch in my 
descendeur and the other end shot up as I went 
down. About half way through my flight the 
abseil sling melted through and, not expecting 
such a rapid descent, I hit the steep banking with a 
heavy thud and rolled down into a heavily 
swollen beck with the two ropes co_cooned 
around me. I could just see the headlines in the 
local rag, "Climber drowns in beck whilst being 
throttled by his own ropes". 

As I climbed further afield I soloed bigger, 
better things often because the people I was 
climbing with had had enough after two or three 
routes and I class a good day out as one when I 
feel totally wasted at the end. It was a day like that 
when I soloed November and Shadow on Clog. 
We had done Great Wall, Silhouette and Medi 
and Gibby wanted a doss in the sun so he 
wandered off round the lake. As I hadn't done 
either Vember or November I plodded up the 
Drainpipe Crack onto the big ledge where the 
routes divide. Tom Jones had just strolled up 
November so I went for that. 

I really surprised myself by not blowing my 
cool; every move seemed well within my mental 
capabilities and luckily there seemed to be a good 
jam or fingerlock after every hard move. I find it 
very reassuring once I can cram my meaty digits 
in some crack or other. 

Right foot in the groove, left foot out on nothing. 
I was sure there must be a good crack in the back 
because there was no peg in now, but no way. I 
could hardly get my finger nails in never mind a 
digit. I kept trying to bridge up, gain a little groud, 

, but my foot was slipping or so I had convinced 
myself. Luckily my left hand groped out onto the 
rib in the usual piano player's panic and, manna 

,._, from heaven, a super little fingerhold appeared; a 
quick pull and I was on the ledge wondering if the 
Acapulco high divers could stand a dive from 
here. 

The last pitch went easily but my legs ached 
with the bridging. When doing such a route in 
'normal' style one has a rest on the belays but 
when soloing 'on sight' it's just go for it; to linger 
on hard ground I find gripping. The mind s,tarts 

JI playing games, telling you that hold is loose or 
• ' the E.B. is going to roll off that tiny edge, but that 

Above: Ron Fawcett. Photo: Jill Fawcelt. 

The worst fear I had was wondering if there 
was going to lie a hard move high up which might 
require the use of a doubtful hold. When one is 
using a shaky fingerhold with a runner by your 
waist it is no sweat but when you are looking at a 
200 foot ground fall it is totally gripping. I find the 
worst situation to be in is one where you have to 
totally commit yourself on a series of moves that 
you couldn't reverse, doing a move that you 
couldn't get down off and being faced with a 
similar move above; man, that is when soloing 
gets really scary. Luckily November was nowhere 
near like that. It was just very satisfying - a real 
buzz-route. 

On another occasion I happened to be at 
Gogarth on my own, a stupid situation to start 
with, so I wandered along the sea level traverse 
wondering if I dare solo Big Groove. I had only 
done the route once before, about six years ago in 
fact, and I remember finding it desperate with the 
top peg for aid. 

At the ledge below the crux pitch I recalled the 
last time I was there with a friend who tragically 
lost his life whilst climbing alone at Gordale Scar 
when a thin prussik sling failed. Other people 
were on the route so I couldn't sit around 
pondering all day. The first wall went with no 
bother but the little traverse right seemed really 
slippy. I don't like trusting my feet when soloing 
but there was no other way but to teeter across 
to the good crack. Up this, no sweat, then at the 
top I was in a quandary; which way now? The 
crack continued up to the right but would I be 
able to get back left onto the stance. The thin little 
corner was where I had my last grip so I knew that 
it did 'go' in that direction. I teetered up into the 
corner; tlie rock seemed so smooth and I was 
really sweating - would my feet stick? I 
committed myself to the move and went for it ... 

is all part of the game - to have one's neck in the 
noose and manage to pull it out at the last 
moment. But will the trapdoor ever open below 
my feet, I often wonder. 

Whilst soloing the Voie de la Demande in the 
Yerdon this summer I thought I had pushed the 
boat out a little too far. After a glance at the topo I 
decided that once I located the bottom of the 
route it should be no problem; just follow the 
crack for 1,200 feet. The first two-thirds were 
really enjoyable, mainly finger and hand 
jamming with the odd groove thrown in for 
variation. I then came to this evil looking off
width slot about sixty feet long and overhanging. 
Stopping for a quick blow below I assumed that it 
must be the route so I ambled up, well up the first 
thirty feet because there were grips which then 
ran out. The crack was smooth, leaning and a 
vicious width;jamming half a cheek in I struggled 
up, made a desperate move and decided that I 
could never reverse that without taking to space. I 
urgently tried to jam myself further into the 
bowels of the crag but it wouldn't accept even my 
meagre frame. In desperation I cranked my right 
elbow across and clawed at a minute rugosity 
with my left hand; it was just enough to wrench 
my buttock out and jam it in a foot higher. I 
fondled the ground 1 had so painfully gained, a 
flake came to hand and it was all over. The final 
chimneys were a stroll by comparison. I later 
found out that the route moves right up an easier 
groove. What a sickener, nearly creaming myself 
on a variation. 

Obviously soloing is a very painful thing, I love 
it, many hate it, those people make it quite 
obvious when I solo past them. But does the 
soloist make sarcastic comments about their 
pulling on runners placed every ten feet whilst 
carrying more gear than you could use on a 150 
foot aid pitch? I doubt it. 

(I' am afraid I have no good pictures of me 
soloing, usually I am on my own.") 

c The Climber's Club, 1980. 
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Photographs by Bert Jenkins. 

Bert Jenkins won the prize for the best portfolio of photos at the 
1980 Kendal Festival. He works principally in Black and White 
producing images in the mountain style of Frank Smythe and the 
photographic tradition of such as Bill Brandt. All the original 
photos are 15ins by 12ins prints. Most of the subjects are in his 
native Lake District and he should be thought of as a worthy 
successor to the great artistic tradition of the area. 
In order of appearance the photos are :- a rescue on Scafell Pike, 
January 2nd 1976; High Street; Caire en t-Sneachda, Caimgorms; 
the Scafells from near Brackenclose; Raven Crag Gully, top pitch; 
Rimpfischom from Ober Sattla. 













Four Fallacies 
by Peter Donnelly 

Introduction 

Many of the present generation of climbers are 
beginning to demonstrate a radical and rather sur
prising honesty about the nature of their sport 
They are, in the words of Howard Cosell (one of 
America's best known and most disliked sports 
commentators), "telling it like it is!" They are 
actually saying that climbing is dangerous, and 
that climbing is competitive. Such assertions are 
surprising because many of these climbers were, 
and most novices still are, presented with a 
package of skills and beliefs during their 
introduction to the sport - how to tie on, how to 
belay, when to say "Climb when you are ready," 
climbing is not really dangerous if you know what 
you are doing, climbing is a non-competitive 
sport. The effort involved in denying these beliefs 
is tantamount to denying one's religion. 

To the two principal fallacies concerning risk 
and competition may be added two others: 
climbing is character building; and, climbing 
leads people to form close friendships. The four 
fallacies derive from the 'pipes and tweeds' days of 
climbing, they are interrelated, and they have 
been strikingly persistent. Why are they only now 
being questioned? There appear to be two major 
reasons, one general and one specific. The first is 
the recent generalised and fashionable tendency 
toward introspection, to the scrutiny of one's 
beliefs and behaviour. The second is a specific 
concern with the effects of outdoor education in 
Britain which has polarised climbers, and 
constrained the anti-outdoor education group to 
marshal their arguments by examining exactly 
which aspects of climbing are threatened by 
outdoor education. Although the fallacies pre
date the post-war outdoor education movement, 
they. have been adopted and propagated 
wholeheartedly by outdoor educators as a 
justification for the inclusion of climbing in 
outdoor education programmes. 

Each of the fallacies will be examined with 
regard to its origin, validity and effects, beginning 
with the most pernicious. 

FALLACY 1: CLJMBJNG IS NOT REALLY 
DANGEROUS 

Origin 
As with many fallacies the idea that climbing is 

not really dangerous if you know what you are 
doing appears to have begun as a form of propa
ganda. The sport of climbing has frequently 
suffered from a poor public image, particularly 
after a major tragedy. As early as I 865, after the 
Matterhorn disaster, there was a major public 
outcry claiming irresponsibility and madness, 
and even a conspiracy theory suggesting that 
Whymper had cut the rope. The Times attacked 
the sport in general, and derided the typical Alpine 
Club member: "l-flhat is he doing there, and what 
right has he to throw away the gift of life ... ? Is it 
common-sense? ls it allowable? ls it not wrong?'1 

This negative publicity is often credited with 
causing the subsequent lull in climbing, although 
it now seems much more likely that a lull at this 
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point in the history of climbing was inevitable. 
After the ascent of the last major unclimbed 
summit in the Alps it wasnecessarytoconsiderthe 
future direction of climbing. 

It is also unlikely that negative publicity would 
affect climbers in the Nineteenth Century to any 
great extent. Their social status was such that they 
could afford to largely ignorepublicopinion. Only 
seventeen years later, in 1882, Queen Victoria 
wrote to Gladstone to ask if there was anything she 
could do to mark her objection to the number of 
accidents in the Alps that summer. Gladstone 
replied that he did not think there was anything 
she could do, and suggested that there were less 
'respectable' sports that were equally 
destructive. 

Accidents continued to occur, Coroners sniped 
at climbers in their remarks at inquests, and the 
press questioned the sport particularly after a rash 
of accidents. Even today, with climbing achieving 
the popularity of a mass participation sport, we 
still find derogatory press reports after a bad 
summer in the Alps, and a Coroner proposing to 
close the Avon Gorge to climbing after a tragic 
series of accidents. However, the Jury's 
conclusions during a Fatal Accident Enquiry after 
the Cairngorm tragedy seemed somewhat 
enlightened. They stated that they did not want to 
discourage the spirit of adventure in children's 
Outdoor Pursuit activities but they added seven 
recommendations to their verdict.3 Strong 
censure and a possible ban on such activities had 
been expected, but the recommendations urged 
greater care and safety procedures, and led a 
number of climbers to question even more 
strongly whether climbing could or should be 
made safe for children in organised groups. 

At some point, possibly around the turn of the 
century, a fiction began to develop in order to 
explain climbing accidents. Accidents, the story 
went, were the result of foolhardiness and inex
perience: careful and experienced climbers who 
knew what they were doing did not have 
accidents. The reasons for its appearance are 
difficult to pinpoint. It is possible that climbers 
became more vulnerable to public opinion, a 
situation that could have resulted from the partial 
democratisation of climbing from the upper and 
upper-middle classes to the more insecure middle 
class. Wishing above all to appear to be respect
able, middle class climbers were extremely 
sensitive to any public criticism of their sport. By 
turning the criticism away from the sport in 
general and towards only those individuals who 
had accidents, they were able to cling to their 
respectability. 

But this is speculative, and unlikely to be the 
only cause of such a persistent fallacy. Climbing, 
along with many other sports, has been rather 
conservative. Changes usually meet with a great 
deal of resistance. In addition, each generation of 
climbers (with the notable exception of the 
present generation) has tended to feel that it has 
achieved the ultimate in what was possible in 
climbing. As subsequent generations began to 
surpass the achievements of their predecessors, it 

is quite possible that resentment occurred. While 
standards are improving, it is extremely difficult 
for a past generation of climbers to admit that the 
new generation is fitter, more skilful, more 
courageous, or has a better eye for a line. One 
occasionally hears the achievements of the 
present generation attributed solely to improve
ments in equipment Butattheturnofthecentury, 
when equipment changes were few and far 
between, other excuses had to be sought. 'If 
standards were improving something must have 
been changed, and any change must be a change 
for the worse.' Rather than admitting that the new 
generation of climbers is more skilful and 
courageous, it is easier to attribute their achieve
ments to recklessness and foolhardiness. Acci
dents that occur only serve to justify such an 
opinion, and the older generation of climbers 
finds itself more in sympathywi th the layman than 
with younger climbers. One ideal example of this 
process involves the development of guideless 
climbing. As guideless climbing began to gain in 
popularity, those who still employed guides 
began to attribute accidents on guideless ascents 
to the absence of guides. Even as late as 1912 a 
letter published in the Manchester Ciry News 
blamed accidents in the LakeDititrict,ofall places, 
on the lack ofguides. 4 

So prevalent did the fallacy become that it 
became a form of propaganda, passed into 
climbinglore,and was institutionalised asa part of 
the code of practices of climbers. Even as late as 
1961, when I started climbing, I was told that the 
leader must 1101/all. Whether ITewas hurtornot, by 
falling he broke.a cardinal rule of climbing. Atone 
level the message was, "You might get hurt;" at 
another level it clearly said, "Accidents bring our 
sport into disrepute, so don't even think about 
fallingoffbecause if you hurtyourselfyou hurtthe 
sport." Climbers underwent extended 
apprenticeships as seconds, and were only 
allowed to lead when they had proven themselves 
as reliable and cautious. 

Although the fallacy may have originated from 
middle class respectability and old guard 
resentment of rising standards, the gaff has been 
blown. There are a number of climbers who are 
now actively stating what we all knew anyway. 
Climbing is a dangerous sport But the fallacy still 
has its uses. We may all employ it on occasion in 
order to reassure mothers, girl friends or wives 
that we will return safely ("It's not as dangerous as 
crossing the street, mum"), and it has been a boon 
to outdoor educators. They vigorously propagate 
the fallacy in order to make a living from climbing 
by justifying the introduction of youngsters to the 
sport. 

Validity 
How dangerous is climbing? To answer a 

question with a question, how many sports 
magazines havearegularObituarycolumn? It isa 
paradox that death is a fact of life for climbers. 
They may employ coping strategies, including 
humour, in an attempt to rationalise such an 



Concentration, awful realisation, flight and 
recove,y, as Mike Chapman attempts a new route 
on Stennis Head, Pembrokeshire, at Easter. He was 
shaken but unhurt after a fall which ripped three 
runners and deposited him in the arms of his 
second, Ian Carr, who successfully led the route the 
following day; Topless Woman 5c/6a. (The other 
climber on pie 2 is on Hercules.) Photo: Phil Butler. 

absurd activity in which the likelihood of one's 
own death in rather grim circumstances is ever
present But after the death of an acquaintance, 
friend , or well-known climber, or after involve
ment in a rescue, the question, " Is it worth it?" 
occurs to most climbers. 

The climber sees grief, shock, and crushed or 
frozen bodies. He sees the body on a stretcher and 
he cannot help but picture himself in the same 
position and ask, "ls it worth it?" The answer is 
evident, as indicated by the growing numbers of 
climbers. But how frequent are these incidents? 
Exactly how dangerous is climbing? 

There is less to the statistics than meets the eve. 
Not only is it difficult to discern how many of the 
injuries and fatalities were climbers and how 
many were inexperienced hikers, it is almost 
impossible to calculate accident rates because of 
the lack of accurate data on numbers of climbers. 
One United States source has suggested that we 
may not even know the exact numberof accidents. 
"Among the foremost reasons for this are that: 
1) most reports come from sources other than 
those directly concerned; 2) collecting data of this 
kind on a continental scale poses some difficul
ties; and 3) there seems to be a growing concern 
about legal implications. " 5 As for fatality rates in 
general, Trevor KJetz, writing in the Ne11•Scie111is1, 
noted that "some of the comparatively small 
number of workers in this field copy from each 
other, so any error, once introduced, is repeated in 
various papers and acquires an aura of 
authenticity. "6 

However, various clues to the danger of 
climbing may be found in published sources and 
we may piece together some evidence from these. 
For example, in the ten years between 1966 and 
1975 there were on average 71 injuries and 30 
fatalities reported in climbing accidents in the 
United States each year. 7 A 'conservative' 
estimate of the number of climbers in the United 
States in 1976was50,000.8 Apparently the chance 
of injury in the United States during this period 
was approximately 1 :700 each year, and the 
chance of death was approximately I: 1650 each 
year. A combination of Mountain Rescue 
Committee accident reports and Kim Mel drum's 
estimates of the numberof climbers in Britain was 
presented in Mountain 7 to give accident rates for 
an earlier, but overlapping period. The chance of 
injury in Britain between 1957 and 1968 was 
approximately 1 :500 each year, while the chance 
of death was approximately 1 :5000 each year. 9 A 
more recent figure for Britain puts the risk of death 
per person per year at 14 x 10- 5 (approximately 
1 :7000). 10 

At the risk of propagating exactly the type of 
error that KJetz wamedof, it may be worth looking 
at some of the types of estimates and unattributed 
figures that abound in climbingaccidentstatistics. 
Unsworth presents some unattributed figures that 
appear to support the relative danger of climbing 
in the United States. The estimated number of 
accidents per 10,000 ascents were 6.5 (2.5 fatal) for 
Europe and 9.8 (6.0 fatal) for the United States in 
1965. 11 But it is almost impossible to imagine the 
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origin of such figures , and the ratio of accidents to 
,deaths certainly does not concur with the data 
presented above. Nor do the figures agree with a 
really meaningless statistic given by Unsworth 
from ' Swiss insurance figures' for 1967 regarding 
accidents resulting in death. Climbing has a rate of 
3.12 per cent, compared with 'other sports' (no 
details given) with a rate of0.01 per cent_ll 

A problem with the collection of national 
accident statistics is that they do not give any 
indication of the number of climbers who are 
involved in accidents in other countries, 
particularly those on expeditions. One report put 
the fatality rate for expeditions to the ten highest 
mountains in the world at seven per cent, and 

these figures led Ken Wilson to compare 
Himalayan climbing with Russian Roulette. 13 

And Keegan's analysis of the first thirteen 
attempts on the Eigerwand (24 per cent casualty 
rate) is employed as the basis for his comparison of 
climbing with attritional warfare. 14 

But what do these body counts indicate besides 
the fact that people are injured and die while 
climbing? Perhaps we need a comparison with 
other sports and activities. KJetz indicates that the 
risk of death per person per year in motor racing is 
120 x 10- 5 (approximately 1 :800), but at the 
higher levels of the sport the figures compare with 
the early attempts on the Eigerwand. Of all the 
men who drove in the Indianapolis ' 500', 23 per 
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cent died in motor racing accidents, and of the 48 
who had won the race up until 1975, fourteen were 
killed in racing cars (29 percent). 15 Kletz presents 
an even more astonishing figure for motorcycling 
- 2000 x I 0- 5 (I: 150). 16 Such comparisons only 
serve to indicate that climbing is more or less 
dangerous than other sports and activities, and do 
not address the whole question of danger in sport 

How many injuries and deaths are acceptable in 
sport? Sport is supposed to be a part of the non
serious side of life, the toy department of life, so 
how may we justify any serious injuries and 
deaths? A certain amount of risk has always been 
accepted, particularly in the contact sports. The 
Nineteenth Century poet, Adam Lindsay 
Gordon, summed up the prevailing attitude: 

No game was ever worth a rap 
Fora rational man to play, 
lnro which no accident, no mishap 
Could possibly find its way. 

Safety in sport is a running problem, and 
frequent changes of rules and equipmentare often 
designed to reduce the risk of injury. But changes 
of rules and equipment are typically exploited by 
sportsmen in order to improve performance. In 
climbing, new safety equipment does not seem to 
lead to a reduction in accidents but to an increase 
in standards. 

The only conclusion possible is that death is a 
part of the culture of climbers. A report presented 
at the Mountain Safety Conference in 1969 
concluded that "most accidents occur whilst 
climbers are in their period of maximum grade 
improvement." 17 Of course they do! This is the 
time during a climber's career when he tends to 
conform most closely to the prevailing ethics (i.e., 
he climbs in good style), while at the same time 
taking chances, climbing with a long neck. He 
intentionally narrows his margins of safety in 
order to increase his standard, and conforms to 
the ethics in order to have his achievements 
accepted as legitimate by his peers. 

The socially constructed and socially 
sanctioned code of ethics that functions as the rule 
structure of climbing is specifically intended to 
maintain the difficulty, and consequently the 
danger of climbing. It would be relatively simple 
to develop a different set of ethics or, heaven 
forbid, to impose a formal rule structure on the 
sport of climbing that would drastically reduce the 
number of accidents. The ethics or rules could 
maintain the gymnastic skill involved in climbing 
while reducing the risk to a bare minimum, but 
acceptance of either would completely alter the 
nature of climbing. The ethical structure of the 
sport is unlikely to change in the direction of safety 
because risk is the essence, the spice that 
attracts most climbers to the sport, keeps them 
involved, and mayeventuallycause them to leave. 
Since the ethics are created by climbers, they are 
not likely to alter the most notable feature of their 
sport. The imposition ofa formal rule structure isa 
possibility, but its consequences would be 
devastating. After a period of 'guerilla' activity 
during which the rules and their enforcers were 
evaded in an attempt to maintain the element of 
risk, most climbers would abandon the sport to a 
completely different set of individuals. We cannot 
take the risk out of climbing without climbing 
becoming unrecognisable. 

Risk, accidents and death contribute to the 
culture of climbers in other ways. They form a sig
nificant part of conversations between climbers; 
accidents are dissected down to the goriest details; 
climbs are rated in terms of their 'scariness'; 
deaths are discussed as 'fitting ends' ("He would 
have wanted to go that way"); and remarkable 
recoveries are admired ("He was outofhospital in 
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two weeks"). They also make a significant contri
bution to the literature of climbing, not only in 
articles and books but also in reports and 
obituaries. 

During the preparation of this article I 
undertook the depressing task of counting the 
number of deaths recorded in the Obituary and 
Information columns of the first 70 issues of 
Mountain. During this eleven year period from 
January, 1969 to December, 1979 a total of 898 
deaths were reported, an average of over 80 each 
year. Of these, 34 were of old age, five were car 
accidents, four were suicides, two died of cancer, 
two disappeared while travelling down the 
Amazon, two died in light plane crashes, one was 
hit by a train, and one died in a 'shootingi ncident'. 
The remaining 847 died in climbing, or climbing 
related accidents. This represents a significant 
amount of ink devoted to death, and Mounrain 
only records the demise of better known climbers 
and the more significant accidents (e.g. those 
occurring on major expeditions, or involving 
complex rescue procedures). Even the life style of 
climbers, fast driving, hard drinking, 
skateboarding down the Llanberis Pass, etc 
continues the theme of risk. 

To return to the fallacy that climbing is not 
really dangerous if you know what you are doing, 
it may now be seen as a 'big lie' . As Wilson notes, 
climbers began to "contend that thd precious 
talismans of 'skill', 'prudence' and 'good 
judgement' (would) keep them safe, and that 
those who court risk are hooked on some danger
ously subversive creed. This might be taken 
seriously if it were not for the numberof ski(fiiland 
prudent climbers of impeccable judgem ent 
who have pranged over the years." 18 While it is 
possible to make climbing infinitely safer by 
climbing with very broad margins of safety, or by 
changing the social order of climbers, risk is 
fundamental to the culture of climbers and its 
removal would irrevocably alter the nature of the 
sport. 

Effects 
Climbing is dangerous in its present form. Pro

pagation of the belief that itis not, and that on lythe 
reckless, the foolhardy and the inexperienced 
have accidents, has had and is having a numberof 
effects. Firstly, it is an insult to the memory of all 
the fine climbers who have died in genuine 
climbing accidents. Those who promote the 
fallacy are dumping on the dead, and presenting 
non-climbers with the impression that all victims 
of climbing accidents were stupid. Since non
climbers may see all climbers as po ten ti al accident 
victims, they may complete the syllogism with the 
statement that, "all climbers are stupid." The 
propaganda has the potential to backfire. 

A second effect isdivisivenessamongclimbers, 
a polarization into those who favour calculated 
risk and those who do not. The old guard resent
ment of rising standards, particularly as expressed 
in the criticism of guideless climbing, provides an 
ideal example of this type of divisiveness. 
Guideless climbing was considered to be irres
ponsible, and one can almost hear the elder 
statesmen saying, "Damned idiots, giving the 
sport a bad name." Divisiveness was again 
apparent during the 1930's when the climbing 
establishment began to attribute a number of 
accidents in the Alps, particularly on the 
Eigerwand, to recklessness and fanaticism. While 
it is currently accepted that the majority of 
attempts and ascents were not politically 
motivated, one still reads of"the queues of raving 
young fascists lined up to hurl themselves at the 

great North faces for the glory of the Fatherland. " 
Again the good name of the sport was supposedly 
at stake. 

A final effect has produced an 'action-reaction' 
condition that may endangerthesportof climbing 
as we know it While most outdoor educators are 
aware of the possibility of a genuine accident 
occurring (i.e., one that could not have been 
predicted and guarded against), statements to the 
effect that climbing is not really dangerous if all 
precautions are taken leave them with no recourse 
in the case of a genuine accident. How does one 
justify the unexpected rockfall that killed Mrs. A's 
son and crippled Mr. B's daughter? 

In reaction, some climbers are beginning to 
overstate the dangers of climbing. The anti
outdoor education group is conscious of a 
number of apparent and potential effects of 
outdoor education, particularly the ever 
increasing number of climbers who are polluting 
the mountains and dimini shing the exclusiveness 
of the sport, and the possibility of a generation of 
climbers who may change the nature of the sport 
because they have not been socialised in to the risk 
taking traditions of the sport By overstating the 
dangers, they hope to reduce the numbers of 
climbers and have the sport removed from the 
realm of education. 

The combination of action-reaction, of unsub
stantiated under-statement with the type of over
statement that may appear to be entirely plausible 
to the non-climber, together with the conclusion 
of the syllogism noted above, does little for the 
credibilityofclimbers. One can imagine the scene 
at some future Royal Commission on High Risk 
Sports - Mountaineering Sub-Committee: "In 
summary, Mr. Chairman, one group says it's not 
dangerous when it is. The other group says it's 
very dangerous. And they're all stupid anyway'" 

At issue of course is the right to risk your life, a 
right that has undergone some erosion in recent 
years. American climbers have experienced 
enforced signing in and out, equipment checks, 
ability tests, and restrictions on routes or areas 
considered to be ' too dangerous' for some time 
now. In Britain, the rift between outdoor 
educators and other climbers results directly from 
attempts to make the sport safe by reducing the 
element of risk. The fallacy regarding the danger 
of climbing opens the door to the imposition of 
safety measures on climbers from external 
agencies, to the institutionalisation of a sport that 
has resisted this state for almost 150 years. 
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IDE 
by Leslie Gould, Grant and Kennard 

New Hampshire area climber pioneers 
bold new jamming technique 

A little-known and rather un -gifted New England 
climber has recently perfected a daring new 
jamming technique that promises to radically alter 
very little in today's climbing scene. 

Although a long-time resident of Maine, climber 
"Guts" Gilhoolie spends most of his time getting 
stuck somewhere on the ledges around North 
Conway, N.H. It was there, while rolling around on 
the floor under a table at Daisey's, that Guts, in an 
artificially induced state of altered consciousness, 
first noticed the cam-like action of his head as it 
became lodged between the legs of a chair. The 
astounding implications of this discovery were 
immediately apparent to the normally lethargic Guts 
who crawled straight to the nearby Cathedral Ledge 
to begin his experiments. 

As the results of extensive testing, a new jamming 
technique has been born - the head -jam. Guts 
discovered that the human head is the ideal 
substitute for any other technique for the climbing of 
difficult off-width cracks. The hardness of the skull 
structure- combined with the natural "smearing" 
tendencies of the skull covering make the human 
head a perfect giant chock. The head when inserted 
into a crack and then partially turned to either side 
has excellent camming qualities and thereby offers 
solid holds in a wide range of off-width crack sizes. 
The degree of oblong shape of the individual's head 
determines the total range of crack widths that can 
be head-jammed. 

In practice, head -jamming is remarkably easy to 
master and will provide very good holds, especially in 
the rough granite found in much of New England. 
Having selected an off-width crack for practising this 
new technique, the climber should place his head 
approximately half-way into the crack and cam it to 
the side, using the neck muscles to provide constant 
torque. The climber should then lean back from his 
head as he would from his arms on a lay-back move. 
In order to ascend the climber simply balances 
momentarily on his feet and slides his head upwards 
in the crack. The more vertical the crack, the shorter 
the upward moves of the head. The hands are used 
as a secondary aid to upward mobility, and also to 
extract the head when it becomes lodged in the 
crack. 

Guts has also developed a variation on head
jamming for slightly narrower cracks involving the 
use of thre forehead. In cracks which approximate 
the width of the climber's forehead, the climber 
forcefully drives his fore-head into the crack with a 
sharp down-ward blow, depending on the swelling 
of the facial tissues to provide a good jam. Although 
not as secure a placement as a head-jam, the 
forehead-jam is useful for extremely fast, desperate 
placements on difficult routes. 

Head-jamming is also proving itself in the 
climbing of roofs, although this technique is more 
difficult to master since the head supports virtually 
all of the climber's weight and sequential moves 
must therefore be made rather quickly. 

The few disadvantages (headaches, disfigure
ment, and obstructed vision) and possible dangers 
(mostly resulting from belching, sneezing, and 
coughing) of head-jamming are far out-weighed by 
its usefulness to today's extreme climber. When 
interviewed for this article, Guts' speech was limited 
by layers of bandages. He did indicate however that 
he is currently attempting to internationally 
copyright this technique, prior to marketing it 
commercially through his recently formed 
equipment company. While he would appreciate 
comments on this new technique from other 
climbers, both his address and existence are 
uncertain. 

Leslie Gould 

"Guts" Gilhoolie head-jamming on Cathedral Ledge, North Conway, N. H. 
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Sorry, Sahib - no more Thyangboche Monastery - now S.A.C. Everest Hiitte - he Guardian ........ 
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LETTERS 
Editorial balance 
from G. Blunt 
May readers have, as previously, a 
fairer balance as between -
(a) fuller accounts of major 
expeditions; 
(b) mountain photography in 
colour of exceptional excellence -
see many for[ner covers and 
centrespreads etc.; 
(c) rockclimbing. 
Of the 30 main feature pages 1 6 -
45 in No. 79 no less than 80% are 
devoted to rockclimbing, 1 0% to a 
wallclimbing expedition, 1 0% to 
provisioning. Of colour 90% 
showed rockclimbs. 
A mountain consists of more than 
rock routes, slab angles and 
climbing grades. 
If by editorial policy major space 
and emphasis are to be given to 
rockclimbing - many of the rocks 
are not mountains per se - can the 
title of your Journal accurately 
reflect this please? 

G. Blunt, Wembley 

The Editorial policy of Mountain 
remains based upon the idea that 
within any given year, or six issues, 
there will be such a balance as Mr. 
Blunt requests. Additionally there 
should be a geographical balance of 
areas covered. Within this 
framework some issues may appear 
biased, eg issue 76, the Everest 
Special now redressed by a 
summer dose of rock climbing. Ed. 

Safety vs Ethics 
from Keith Cunning 
In reference to the report on ethics 
and new climbs in Joshua Tree 
(Mountain 77), I must comment on 
the information given. The article 
critized my lead on Power Fingers 
as unethical, since not all the bolts 
were placed on the lead. Power 
Fingers, 5.11 was indeed pre
protected by the means of rappel 
placed bolts (2), but is this entirely 
a matter of ethics, or safety? 
Where can the line be drawn? Is it 
really wrong to pre-place a bolt on 
rappel or from the aid of a hook to 
insure the safety of the first ascent 
party as well as those that follow? I 
wouldn't claim to have free 
climbed a route when I actually 
stepped on a bolt or pulled on a 
sling, that is unethical. Many of the 
finest routes in Joshua Tree were 
not done in "perfect ethical" style. 
Power Finger, like these routes, 
prohibited some of the techniques 
regarded most ethical. Had 
alternatives been available they 
would have been used. Great bold 
leads with no pro are super 
(inflated ego). but I prefer routes 
that I can do safely and others can 
follow in the same manner!· 

Keith Cunning, Upland, Ca. 

Unethical advertising? 
from Roger Withers 

I am writing to correct the mislead
ing statement made in an article 
called "Clowns on Polar Circus" by 
Bill March and Rusty Baillie in 
Mountain 77. My concern is not 
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only with what appears to be 
misleading, but the fact that 
Mountain Magazine has proved to 
be the tool, either innocently or 
otherwise, of what could be termed 
as 'unethical latent advertising' . 
The second to last paragraph of 
"clowns on Polar Circus" refers : 
"Rusty's Terrordactyl had broken 
and I had given him my Serac Sabre 
axe, which I used as a third tool on 
steep ice, for removing screws. " 
Correspondence with Rusty Baillie 
has shown that the Terrordactyl he 
was using was second-hand, being 
passed on from a friend, and was a 
prototype made early in the 
development of T errordactyls, over 
ten years ago. Rusty freely admits 
that it was most probably unwise 
to use a tool that had already had 
an enormous amoung of wear in 
more than a ten year period, and in 
any case was due for retirement 
some years ago. I mention this in 
case customers are concerned 
about the quality of Terrordactyls 
presently made by my company. 
My feelings concerned unethical 
advertising are based on the fact 
that the Serac Sabre axe is made 
by Forrest Mountaineering, of 
which Bill March, who wrote the 
piece quoted, is a Technical 
Director, and has been so since 
early 1977, as far as I can gather. 
In that time, he has undertaken 
various projects for Forrest 
Mountaineering over safety 
equipment, ice climbing tools in 
both Canada and the United 
States. Bill'March's implication is, I 
feel, that the Terrordactyl as a tool 
is not of good quality, and that the 
Serac Sabre is a far better ice 
climbing tool. However, the 
implication is made by a person 
who is in a position to gain 
financially from such comments, by 
this type of product promotion, 
especially by portraying himself as 
impartially as he does in the article. 
Mountain Magazine has had a 
long-standing reputation for high 
quality journalism, accurate 
reporting, and the publication of 
pertinent articles, and I would have 
felt that it was in the bounds of 
your editorial direction, based on 
your wide knowledge of 
mountaineering, and the 
commercialism that surrounds the 
activity, to ensure that this type of 
comment does not appear in your 
magazine. While realising that it is 
not the job of an Editor to re-write 
every article, I feel that accuracy 
and latent product publicity of this 
underhand nature should at least 
take your consideration for blue
pencilling. 

In many people's eyes, especially 
those of the advertisers who 
support your magazine, no 
credibility is gained for your journal 
by this type of biased comment in 
the articles you publish. 

Roger Withers, Technical Director, 
Peck Climbing Equipment 

The limit of either Editorial or sub
editorial changes to the text of 
articles supplied to Mountain does 
not permit the alteration of facts 
stated in first hand accounts of 

climbs. Any injury done by facts is 
less than that done by altering them 
Ed. 

New research into 
mountaineering equipment 
from Tony Howard 
At the instigation of Troll Safety 
Equipment Ltd ., who have been 
carrying out research into the 
requirements and properties of 
webbing for mountaineering for a 
considerable number of years, 
initiation of a new research project 
is being discussed with Dr. John 
Keighley of Leeds University 
Textiles Department. The project to 
be undertaken at the University's 
Outdoor Equipment and Pursuits 
section of the Textiles Department, 
is to further evaluate the 
performance and properties of 
webbing materials used in belay 
sling and harness construction. 
This will include studies on harness 
design together with the 
accompanying physiological 
factors involved, and the dynamic 
properties of harnesses associated 
with energy absorption as occurs in 
a fall. 
At the University, Dr. Keighley and 
Dave Brook have already been 
involved for the past five years in 
basic research into equipment and 
clothing for mountaineering, the 
results of which have already been 
discussed at conferences 
organized jointly with the B.M.C., 
and used to back-up improvements 
in design and performance of 
clothing. 
Mountain Equipment are also to 
continue their studies on insulation 
of down and synthetic fibres, 
particularly with respect to the 
thermal properties of single and 
multi-layer assemblies. 
Investigations into the passage of 
water vapour through insulators in 
clothing and into the conditions 
undei which condensation occurs 
will be undertaken and the effects 
of these problems particularly at 
low temperatures will be 
quantified. 

The B.M.C. is encouraging these 
programmes at the University since 
the results are obviously of value to 
the climbing world, and the 
University is now seeking two 
graduates in physical sciences with 
first or upper second class honours 
degrees to undertake this work as 
full time research students for a 
three year period. Anyone 
interested should contact Dr. John 
Keighley. Leeds 317 51. Extension 
6042 for further details. 

Tony Howard, Troll Safety 
Equipment 

Longhaven Coastal 
Alliance Petition 
from George Allen 
The petition to protect the coastal 
strip between Boddam and Cruden 
Bay closed in January 1981 with a 
final total of 10,572 signatures, 
including signatures from 24 
countries outside the British Isles. I 

consider th is to have been a very 
good response and the Alliance 
would like to thank all those who 
supported the petition and also to 
Mountain which helped to circulate 
it. 
To cut a very long story short, a 
quarrying company has bought the 
land and have been given 
permission to quarry but on a 
much smaller and less devastating 
scale than the proposed 
superquarry. The company 
concerned have sold the actual 
strip of land beside the cliffs and 
the cliffs themselves for a nominal 
sum to the Scottish Wildlife Trust. 
The bird life and the wealth of fine 
climbs in the area in question are 
therefore safe from present or 
future development, albeit losing 
some of their unspoilt grandeur 
because of the proximity of the 
quarry. 
The outcome is therefore a 
compromise solution, not ideal but 
less disastrous than some other 
possibilities. We have little doubt 
that this limited victory could never 
have been achieved without the 
support of numerous individuals 
and groups in the climbing and 
conservationist worlds and the 
Alliance's thanks go to everyone 
who signed the petition, wrote 
letters of protest or gave money. 
One word of warning to others 
concerned about their own 
favourite 'sensitive area'. To mount 
a campaign and to learn the 
political game involved is time 
consuming. If we'd been ready 
when the original developer 
appeared, things might have been 
very different. 

George Allen, Torry, Aberdeen 

Journals merge 
from Phil Bartlett 

The Alpine Journal amd the Alpine 
Climbing Group Bulletin are now 
combined. What we need is for 
more climbers to send us reports of 
what they have done overseas; in a 
readable form but basically inform
ational. Primarily we want many 
reports rather than a few articles. 
We want news of expeditions, new 
routes, 1st British ascents, guide 
book errors, little known climbs or 
areas of merit or interest etc. the 
value of the AJ as a source of 
information for climbers in the 
future is totally dependent upon 
people being bothered to send in 
material now. As far as possible we 
wish to reprint what is sent 
verbatim. Length is immaterial - it 
depends simply on how much or 
little you have to say. We also wish 
to provide a wide range of contacts 
for people planning trips abroad. 
But none of this is possible unless 
we get the information. 
Send material to E. Pyatt, AJ 
Editor, 64 Percy Road, Hampton, 
Middlesex or to Phil Bartlett, The 
Old Stables, Youlgreave, Bakewell, 
Derbyshire. 
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U.S. Climbers; 

E.B.'s $63. 
Plus $2 handling/postage. 

Please state Continental size. Californian residents add 6% 
sales tax. We also have special offers on Bonatti karabiners, 
Mammut ropes, and Mountain Equipment. Our price list 
offers R.P.'s, Friends, Troll, Clog, MSR, Rocks, and much 
more - all at discount prices. 

r 

1845 Range • Bay C • Boulder, Co. 80301 • 303-447-2232 

Quality Repair of Outdoor Gear 
We wash down gear, fix and replace 

zippers, patch rips & tears and do 
custom sewing. Write for free brochure 

Dealer inquiries invited. 

Write to: 
ROCK & ICE, 

BOX 7797, Tahoe City, California 95730. 

r3}~_ "'~ 
---

Now available 

\\'Hltt;H1~sr1~ ,m 
SAltltl~Hl\'Hltt;H .. ~. 
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MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS FOR SALE 
I have copies of almost all issues of Mountain available for sale. 
Copies also swapped and bought. International enquiries welcome. 
Dave Willson, 3 Harlesden Road, St . Albans, AL 1 4LE, England . 

,.\~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ '81 catalog free to foreign; 

CRAMPON STRAPS U.S. & Canada, send 18<1' 

4025 State Street,No. 54, Santa Barbara, California 93110, U .S.A. 

The Saunders 
Mountain Dome 

Conceived for use I the 
most demanding, sub-zero 
temperatures of high altitude 
mountaineering, the Saunders 
(Mountain) Dome Tent combines 
lightness and easy erection with 
a stability, reliability and 
convenience of use in severe 
conditions. 

• Lightweight- 7-lbs approximately. 
• Spacious accommodation: 

- 7'6" x 4'6" x 3'6" (interior dimensions) . 
- 9'6" x 8'6" x 4'0" (exterior dimensions). 

• High Tensile Alloy poles 
- more reliable than glass fibre in sub-zero 

temperatures. 
- cord linked. 
- 17½" sections for convenient carriage. 

• Rock/Snow Flaps 
- increased stability. 

• Front and Rear Access 
- two zip entrances ensure a leeward access. 

• Lightweight polycotton inner roof. 
• 100% Polycotton Flysheet 

- minimal stretch under constant high wind 
pressures. 

• Fitted pockets on outer edges of inner. 
• Bug, mosquito and draught proof vents. 
• Minimal wind resistance. 
• Easy/ Speedy Erection 

- 2 minutes approximately, to reduce control 
problems in extreme conditions. 

& ROBERT 
~ SAUNDERS 

TopTcnl, 

Robert Saunders 
(Chigwell) Limited, 
Five Oaks Lane, 
CHIGWELL, Essex, 
England. 

through 

' 3 
better climbing outfitters: 

' 
' 3 ' 

4 
4 ' 

' 
5 , 6 
5 , 6 

, 7 & Sn 
, 7 , S & Sn. 

For further information write: Campbell Mountaineering, Inc., P.O. Box 9339, Madison, WI 53715 U.S.A. · 
Sole U.K. distributor: troll safety equipment, ltd., Spring Mill, Uppermill, Nr. Oldham, OL3 6AA 

U.S. wholesale distribution: Climb High, 227 Main Street, Burlington, VT 05401 U.S.A. 
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The Bodyhuggers 

Our exciting/format frame is constructed 
from twin aluminium strips moulded into 
double thickness karrimat material with extra 
protective padding. It fits into a special frame 
pocket and is additional to the chevron
stitched padded back. 

The /format can be shaped to fit you 
personally. It enhances the superb comfort of 
the "bodyhuggers" and, coupled with the 
precisely located harness attachment points, 
ensures maximum stability in action. It's tough, 
malleable and doubles as a bivi seat. 

[...___ _______ ~ 
For further details, write to 

karrimor International ltd., Box BHM, 
Avenue Parade, Accrington, 

Lancashire. 
... or visit your nearest 

karrimor specialist dealer 

The /format is only one of many important 
design improvements to the Alpiniste. 
Others are:-

* A new extendable flap. * A new 'S' cut 
back for stability and comfort. * A rising base 
to keep the load close to the body and to reduce 
the risk of the sac catching on steep descents. 
* A narrower, yet thicker, harness for greater 
comfort. * Double riveted haul loop for 
greater security. * The Haston tunnel for hip 
belt storage (ilfustrated) . * A new shape and a 
new colour in KS-1 OOe ... the material specially 
developed for rucsacs by karrimor. 
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all proceeds to the British Mountaineering Council 

~~!'iNHOLD 
s~~s~NIESSNER 

"THE TIMES THEY 
ARE A CHANGING" 
"EVEREST SOLO" 

*SEE ALL 

"HISTORIC NORDWARDS" 

.... ... ······· 
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"CLIMBING & SKIING 
TOURING from USA to 

CHINA 

THREE LECTURES FOR 
FREE RAFFLEI 

PRIZES WORTH £2000. 0 
MUST BE WON ~5.oo* 

GALEN ROWELL 
Has climbed extensively throughout the 

world in the last 25 years, including expeditions 
to the Himalayas, New Zealand, Norway and 
China. His evocative photos of wildlife and 
mountaineering have appeared in many 
magazines and publications. He has also written 
four books (avai lable through A lp ine Sports). 

RICARDO CASSIN 
At 72 must be one of the most legendary of 

all Italian mount aineers, he fi rst c l imbed in 
1928 and made fi rst ascents of three classic 
A lpine Nordwards : N. face of the Cima Ovest 
(1935), N.E. Face of Piz Badile (1937) , Walker 
Spur - N. face Grandes Jorasses ( 1938). 
During the war he fought as a partizan against 
the Nazis. 

REINHOLD MESSNER 
At 37 is arguably t he wor lds top 

mountaineer, in the late sixt ies he became 
famous for solo ascents of difficult alpine 
cl imbs. In 1970 he embarked on a Him ilaya n 
climbing career t hat inc ludes five 8,000 m 
peaks : Everest, K2, Manaslu , Nanga Pa rbat and 
Hidden Peak, plus expeditions to three others. 

WHERE ? - WHEN ? - HOW MUCH ? 
A ll lectures sha ll take place in city centre 
venues and start at 8.00 pm, detai ls shall be 
sent to you with your season ticket. 

GALEN ROWELL OCTOBER 1981 
Entry Fee Per Lecture £1 .50. 
London Monday 
Glasgow Tuesday 
Edinbu rgh Wednesday 
Manchester Thursday 
Brighton Friday 
Leeds Monday 

19.10.8 1 
20.10.81 
21 .10.81 
22.10.81 
23.10.81 
26.10.81 

RICARDO CASSIN NOVEMBER 1981 . 
Entry Fee per Lecture £2.50 . 
Manchester Monday 
Leeds Tuesday 
Glasgow Wednesday 
London Thursday 
Edinburgh Friday 
Brighton Tuesday 

23.11.8 1 
24.11.81 
25.11.81 
26.11.81 
27.11.81 

1.12.81 

REINHOLD MESSNER FEBRUARY 1982 
Entry Fee per Lecture £3.50. 
Leeds Monday 
Manchester T uesday 
London Wed nesday 
Glasgow Thu rsday 
Edinburgh Friday 

1.2.82 
2.2.82 
3.2.82 
4.2.82 
5.2.82 

BOOK NOW - THESE LECTURES WILL BE A SELLOUT! tr BOOK BY PHONE 1/3 OFF We are offering a special Pre-Season t icket RING 01 -938 _ 1911 
to all three lectures at £5.00, a sav ing of 33%. d ec1· d N 
Simply select the city in which y ou shou ld like an state er It car 0 

£5.00 FOR EARLY BOOKING to see the lectures and fill in the coupon below. ASK ABOUT 
GROUP DISCOUNTS (12 pers) -----------------------------SEND TO : A LPINE SPORTS(LECTURE OFFER)215 Kensington High St , London W8. (Cheques payable to Alpine Sports Ho lborn Ltd.) 

I requ ire .... ....................... .. . series tickets@ £5.00 I requ ire the fo ll owing single tickets : .... .. .................. ...... NAME .... .. ...... ........ .... ............ .. .. ... ................... .. 

to the lectures at ...... .. .... .... ......... ....... ........ (city) .. .... ... .. ... .... ..... ..... .......... .. ......... .. ..... .. .......... .. ... .. ........ .... ADDRESS ........... .... ........................ .......... .. ...... . 

I enclose cheque / P.O. for £ PP or charge my 

Access/B/card/Arnex/Alpine sports credit card my No is .. ..... ..... ...... ..... .. ... .... .... .................... .............. .... .............. .. ... ........ ... ........................................ ..... ... ... .... .. 
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If Rock is the name of your game ... 

ROCKS Curved nuts for straight leaders 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4·& 5 complete with wire slings £1.60 ea. 
Nos. 6, 7, 8 & 9 drilled for rope slings £1.50 ea. 

NUT KEY 
Remove/Thread/Looseri all your nuts £1.50 ea. 

Post free. Send cheque/postal order or ring with 
Barclay/Access Card No. 

. .. Then this is the name of your shop. 

The Bivouac, 56 North Parade, 
Matlock Bath, Derbys. 
Tel. Mat. 3750. 
Open M.T.W.T.F.S. 9.30-5.30. Sun 9.30-2.00. 

SAltltl,l~\\'l~ltt;I~ ,111 cl1ttcl(s 
Clean, Light, Exceptionally Strong, Functional 

Smoothly arced runner 
pathway, maximizes 
runner strength. 

Saddlewedgetm feature: 
facilitates 

Cap section: 
reinforces 
top of taper. 

Internal 
flashing 
removed 
from 
runner 
pathway. 

Runner egress flaired 
and rounded so as to 
protect runner. 

stable placements 
by permitting 
the chock to be 
straddled over 
irregularities 
within the crack. 

Anodized for corrosion 
resistance and color 
coded according to size. 

Saddlewedgetm 2,3,4,5,6,7,8, & 8n now available through better 
climbing outfitters worldwide. 

For further information write: Campbell Mountaineering, Inc., 
P.O. Box 9339, Madison, WI 53715 U.S.A. 

Sole U.K. distributor: troll safety equipment ltd., 
Spring Mill, Uppermlll, Nr. Oldham, OL3 6AA 

U.S. wholesale distribution: Climb High, 227 Main Street 
Burlington, VT 05401 U.S.A. 
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ilderness 
Search 

" and 
l, . Rescue 

Published 
bythe 
Appalachian 
Mountain 
Club, 
Boston, USA; 
distributed 
in the UK 
byCordee 
249 Knighton 
Church Road, 
Leicester, 
LE23JQ. 

" byTim 
etnicka 

nd Ken 
Andrasko 

This handbook is 
for anyone - expert 

or amateur - who safe
guards others in the out

doors. Setnicka, formerly 
ead of search and rescue 

at Yosemite National P_ark, 
presents a complete system 

of skills & technique for 
rescues in any terrain. Vivid 
studies show how complex 
gear can be operated once 

the basics are mastered. 
"Wilderness Search and 

Rescue is bound to become 
the Bible of SAR." - Search 

and Rescue Magazine. 

470 drawings and photos 
656 pgs., $12.95, paper 

THE 
ALASKA 
CONNECTION 

EXPEDITIONS 
WILDERNESS TOURS 
CLIMBING SEMINARS 

The Swallows' Nest, the Northwest's 
most respected mountaineering store, 
offers a complete program of 
instruction and climbing in Alaska, the 
Pacific Northwest and South America. 
-Ready to meet your individual or 
expedition equipment needs. 

For more information, visit or write to: 

SWALLOWS' NEST 
3320 Meridian Avenue N. 
Seattle, WA 98103, USA 
Tel. (206) 633-0408 

BACK Nos. 
IS YOUR COLLECTION OF MOUNTAIN INCOMPLETE? 

The following back issues of Mountain are still available:
lssues 53, 61 through to 79 (except 63, 65 & 68) 
All back issues must be prepaid and cost: 

£0.85 UK 
£0.95 Overseas 
$3.00 U.S.A. & Canada 

All the above prices include postage and packing . Overseas postage by sea 
mail. 

Also available are: 
INDICES 
Full indices for Mountain nos. 1 - 12, 13-24 (photo-copy only), 24-40, 41-52 
and 53-64 are available at £0. 75 ($2.00) for each part . This price includes 
postage and packing . As above all indices must be prepaid and overseas 
postage is by sea mail. 

BINDERS 
Binders for Mountain are available from : 

Easibind Limited, 
Eardley House, 
4 Uxbridge Street, 
Kensington, 
London, W8 7SZ 

Each binder wil I hold twelve issues of the magazine and comes complete with 
a prepared sheet of Letraset for identification. They are priced at £4.50 
($11.50) each inclusive of postage, packing and VAT. 

Mountain Magazine Limited, P.O. Box 184, Sheffield S11 9DL, 
S. Yorks, England. Tel: (0742) 586553 



When your life depends on the rope, 
we think you'll be glad we didn't hurry. 

DELHI 
Edel rid ropes are available from climbing specialists worldwide: If you are experiencing difficulty 

in obtaining information or require a full brochure and specification. Please contact: 
Edelrid Ropes, PO Box 1240, lsny 7972, West Germany. 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked IC) IM) (S) hire out Camping , Mountaineering and 
Sk1 -1ng Equipment . 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Bushgear Australia P/ L, 
Shop 6 Caga Centre, 
38 Akuna Street, 2601 
Tel. (061) 47 - 7153 (M) (S) 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty:, Ltd ., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47. 8949. (C) (S). 
N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 476.3242. (C) . 
N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment, 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432. 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S). 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs 
334 Kent Street. 
Tel.291231 
N.S.W. Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
62 Clarence St.; City. 2000 
Tel. (02) 294840 
N.S.W. Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty., Ltd., 
21 Falcon Street, Crows Nest 
2065 
Tel. (02) 4393511 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000. 
Tel. (07) 2296609. 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's Mountain 
Experience 
224 Barry Parade, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. 07.52.8804 or 52.8894. 
South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Climbing Equipment, 
98 Fullarton Road, 
Norwood 5067. 
Tel. 08.332.7793 (C) (M) (S). 

Victoria: Box Hill 
The Wilderness Shop, 
1 Carrington Rd., 31 28. 
Tel. (03).88.3742 (C) (S). 
Victoria: Heathmont 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
11 5 Canterbury Rd., 31 35. 
Tel. (03) 729.7787 (C) (S) . 
Victoria: Kew 
Bush and Mountain Sports, 
146 High Street, 3101. 
Tel. 862.1801 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Australia P/L, 
377 Little Bourke Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67 - 3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67 - 7966 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pall in Pty,, Ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs 
61 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 67.2586 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sp'orts (Auckland) Ltd., 
2nd Floor, Corner Victoria & 
Kitchener Streets, 
Tel. 374764 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd ., 
200 Madras Street, 
Tel. 67 .148 
Christchurch 
Mountain Equipment Ltd., 
384 Montreal Street, 
Tel. 793-747 (C) (M) 
Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger 
1 5 Cranmer Square 
Tel. 795 174 
Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
101 Stuart St., 
Tel. 773.679 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W.41 
Tel. 403.283.5551. (C) (M) (S). 
Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
1 31, 12th Ave. S.E. 
Tel. (403) 269.2420 

Alberta: Edmonton 
Kli.Jane Mountaineering Ltd., 
8223 - 104th Street, 
Tel. 403. 433. 9986 
Catalogue available. 

B.C.: Brackendale 
Pacific Mountain Sports, 
P.O. Box 471, VON IHO. 
Tel. (604) 896.2372 
or 892 - 5503 
Store location: Brittania Beach 
B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
1820 Fir St., V6J 3BI 
Tel. (604) 733.9194 (M) (S) . 

GERMANY 
Munich 33, 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str. 85 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
(Mountaineering Division of 
'The Action Coporation'), 
402 Li Po Chun Chamber, 
Des Vouex Road Central, 
Tel. 5-435063 
Mail. Tsat Tsz Mui 
Post Office, Box No. 73. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
302 George Street. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 0224.636952 
Aberdeen 
Radsports, 
30 Market Street. (S) 
Tel. 0224.572504 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. 09663.2297 . 
Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 
Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street, 
Tel. 0232.38572 
Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Queensway, 4 . 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. (S). 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop (S), 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 -643.5180. 
Birmingham 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, (C), 
34 Edgbaston Shopping Centre, 
Hagley Road, 
Tel. 021 -454.8771. 
Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
39 Darwin Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235. 
Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
1 93 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307. 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S). 
Tel. 0204-25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd. 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 
Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road 
Tel. 0277.221259. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports 
138 Western Road. (S) 
Tel. 0273.26874. 
Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157. 
Bristol 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
41 a Colston Street. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0272.23166. 
Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816. 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, (C) . 
6 Market Place. Tel. 0298.5824 
Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205. 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 06904.232. 
Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
1 2 Wyeverne Road, Cathays, 
Tel. 0222.28892. 
Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road, 
Tel. 0222.390531 . 
Cardiff 
Y.H .A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Rd., 
Tel. 0222.31 70. 
Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239. 
Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street, 
Tel. 0244.318311 . 
Chesterfield 
The Adventure Centre, 
7 Shepleys Yard, Saltergate, 
Tel. 0246.38660. 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
61 Empress Buildings 
Binley Road 
Tel. 0203.441241 
Derbyshire/Hope 
Magic Mountain, 
93 Castleton Road. 
Tel. 0433.2051 6. 
Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 . 
Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S). 
Tel. 0332.42245. 
Derby 
Alpine Action 
201 Normanton Rd., DE3 6US. 
Tel. 0332.45204. 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre, (C) (M) . 
Tel. 0302.21297. 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 / 2. 
Dundee 
Blacks Camping & Leisure. 
93-11 7 Princes Street. (C). 
Tel. 0382.43766. 
Edinburgh 
Blues/Alpine Sports, 
1 Wemyss Place, West End 
of Queen Street. (S) (M) 
Tel. 031.225.5640 
Edinburgh 
Spindrift Mountain Gear, 
46 Dairy Road. 
Tel. 031 .337.2332. 
Elgin 
Bill Marshall, 
11 Commerce Street. 
Tel. 0343.44073. 
Exeter 
Blacks Camping & Leisure. 
181 / 182 Sidwell Street. 
Tel. 0392.76423. (C) (S). 



Fort William 
Nevisport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. 0397.4921/4922. 
Glasgow 
Alpine Sports, 
450 Sauchiehall Street. (S) 
Tel. 041.333.0809 
Glasgow 
Greaves, 23 Gordon Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4531/2. 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533. 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street, (M). 
Tel. 041 .332.4814. 
Glasgow 
Blacks Camping & Leisure. 
132 St. Vincent Street. (S). 
Tel. 041.221.4007. 
Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
4 7 High Street. (S). 
Tel. Grantown 246. 
Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021 .550.9748. 
Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
28 John Willi;im Street. 
Tel. 0484,23165. (C) (M). 
Inverness 
Clive Rowland, 
60 Academy Street, 
Tel. 0463.38746. 
Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road 
Tel. 0596.73524. 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C). 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610. 
Leeds 
Centresport/ Alpine Sports, 
Merrion Centre, (S) 
Woodhouse Lane. LS2 8LX. 
Tel. 0532.452917 
Leeds 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
21 /22 Grand Arcade. (C). 
Tel. 0532.458634. 
Leeds/Bradford 
Guiseley Mountain Sports, 
Towngate, 
Guiseley, LS20 9JA. 
Tel. 0943.75846. 
Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C). 
Tel. 0533.551952. 
Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S). 
Tel. 051.709.6912. 
Liverpool 
Smith Beyer Ltd. 
43 Harrington St., 2 
Tel. 051.236.0525 
Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 
London 
Alpine Sports, 
10-1 2 Holborn, E.C.1 . (S) 
Tel. 01.404.5681. 
London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
6A Leather Lane, E.C.1 
Tel. 01 .405.4426. 

London 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
53-54 Rathbone Place, W.1. 
Tel. 01.636.6645. (C) . 

London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd., 
54 Seymour Street, W .1. 
Tel. 01.723.5252 
London 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
14 Southampton Street. 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836.8541 /7. 
Luton 
Out &About, 
20 Stuart Street, 
Tel. 0582.38952. 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625.20167 . 
Manchester 
Alpine Sports. 
78, Deansgate, 3. 
Tel. 061.834.8695 (S). 
Manchester 
Blacks Camping & Leisure, 
202-204 Deansgate. 
Tel. 061.833.0340. 
Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161. (C) (M) (S). 
Manchester, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road, 
Tel. 061.928.6613. 
Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 
Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.248916. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre Ltd., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.23561 . 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd. 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1 RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941. 
Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C) . 
Tel. 0602.4 1 7230. 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street. 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061.620.3900. 
Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre. 
17 Turi Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110. 
Penrith 
Mountain Craft, 
4 Castlegate. 
Tel. 0768.64513. 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 

Portsmouth 
Safari, The Tricorn. 
Tel. 0705.29410. 
Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903. 
Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road, 
Tel. 0734.55589. 
Reading 
Keyhaven Leisure Ltd., 
25-29 Kings Rd. 
Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports. 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196. 
Rotherham 
The Adventure Centre, 
The Guardian Centre. 
Tel. 0709.68660. 
Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525. 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road, 
Tel. 0742.56018. 
Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631. 
Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422. 
Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 
Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
2 Port Street. 
Tel. 061.480.3660. 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061.480.2945. 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137. 
Tremadog 
Kragge Products. 
Llanfrothen .. Penrhyndendraeth. 
Tel. 0766.770099 or 
0766. 770673 
Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
2 Victoria Street. 
Tel. 09662.4876. 
York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 117. 
Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment. 
Roald Amundsens Gt.6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381. 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Borgergade 5, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 
Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Aboulevarden 54-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 
Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 
Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 
Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Kongensgade 55, 5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907 .272.1811. (C) (M) (S). 

Arizona: Flaggstaff 
Village Sports Den, 
1401, S. Plaza Way, 86001 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 TelegPaph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371. (C) (S). 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735. 
California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S). 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W. Whittier Blvd., 90631 . 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S). 
California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383, University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327 .1563 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Stanley Andrews, Sporting Gds., 
443 12th Street, 92101. 
Tel. 714.232.2167. (C) (M) (S). 
California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
921 20. Tel. 714.283.237 4. 
California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mtneering, 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401. 
Tel. 805.541.1533 (C) (M) (S) . 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
3251 Mono Way, 95370 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

California: So. Lake Tahoe 
Climbing Unlimited, 
P.O. Box 2000-1 86, 95 705 
Tel. 916. 577. 7750 (M) 

► 
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California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001. 
Tel. 805.643.8616. 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1 329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 
Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering 
2020 30th Street, 80301 
Tel. 303.442.3551. (C) (M) (S) . 

Colorado: Durango 
Pineneedle Mountaineering, 
835 Main Ave., Suite 211. 
81301. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 303.247.8728. 
Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Tel. 303.586.5391 . 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W . Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M). 
Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220. (C) (M) (S). 
Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 
Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 
Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832 (C) (M) (S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
1 041, Commonwealth Avenue, 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C) (M) (S). 
Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Ave. South, 55454. 
Tel. 612.339.3433. (C) (M) (S) . 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment, 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287. 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
215 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868. (C) (M) (S). 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
880 W. Lancaster Ave., 19010 
Tel. 215.527.3616. 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536. 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106 
Tel. 801 .466.2101 . (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (M) (S) . 
Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallows Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face. 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105. 
Tel. 206.633.4431. 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220. 
Tel. 509.328.5020. (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251 .9059. (C) (M) (S) . 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1 533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C) (M) (S) . 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S) (C). 

COLD FEET7 
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YOU NEED NEOPRENE OVERBOOTS 
FROM 

FORTY BELOW LTD. 

complete lightweight foot protection tor 
expeditions, Ice climbing, or snowshoeing. 
1 / 4 Inch Neoprene around foot, traction sole, 
nylon upper. weight 24 oz. cu 

Chosen by 1981 American Mt. Everest 
Expeclltlon to China 

FOr more Information write 
FORTY BELOW LTD. 3602 N. 36th, Tacoma, WA 98407 

troll 
THE FREESTYLE 
The superlightweight Freestyle 
Two Piece Sit Harness is 
comfortable , simple and 
uncluttered, weighs a mere 475 
gms yet is eminently suitable for 
all grades of climbing from dill to 
desperate. Based on the well 
known Troll Mark 5 Sit Harness, it 
is constructed from Troll 50mm 
web, specially treated , with a 
strength in excess of 2700 kg , and 
a waist buckle strength in excess 
of 2000kg. The harness can either 
be used on its own or linked to a 
chest harness for complete 
protection in fall situations. 

THE MK 5 SIT HARNESS 
A very comfortable 
versatile two piece sit 
harness which can easily 
be linked to a chest harness 
to form a full body harness 
when required. U.I.A.A. 
approved when so used. 
Thoroughly recommended 
for all advanced 
mountaineering techniques 
including unmentionable 
techniques like cheating 
and falling . 

SADDLEWEDGE ™ 
and 
WEDGEFAST™ 
A brilliantly designed range of 
double tapered wedge shaped 
chocks from Campbell Mountain
eering of the U.S.A. See them 
in the shops or write for a 
comprehensive booklet. 

Exclusive U.K. Distributors. 

*NEW SIZES IN THE SHOPS NOW! 

From New Zealand 

TheRUAPEHU 
Belay /Descender 

Light and compact the Ruapehu 
(pronounced Rew-apay-who) is a mere 
13cm long and weighs only 160gms. 
(approx) . It has been designed and 
developed as a multi purpose friction 
device and has the advantage that it 
remains fastened to the harness when 
connecting the rope. It may be used 
with single or double rope, for static 
or dynamic belays, or as a descending 
device. 
Leaflet on request (U.K. only) 



SUPERPRO 

the international standard 
of quality 

SUPER GUIDE R.D. 
Excellent design and quality has 

made it probably the most 
popular mountain boot in 

the world 

This superb boot is the professional 
version of the famous Super Guide. 
P.V.C. toecap protects against 
abrasion and leather is 
tanned tougher for 
maximum wear. 

PEUTEREY 
Wider fitting and lower fit round 

ankles than the Super Guide 
with very comfortable 

padding makes the 
Peuterey an ideal all 
round mountain boot. 
Uppers of same 
leather as Super 
Guide 

Feature for feature, detail for detail the quality of Galibier is 
unbeatable. For generations alpinists worldwide have relied 
on Gali bier to provide the highest quality, best designed 
mountain foot wear available anywhere. 

A long family tradition of hand craftsmanship and un
paralleled care coupled with the finest of materials has 
resulted in a range of mountain boots envied, often copied, 
but most certainly never equalled by the competition. 

On rock or ice the three boots shown allow you to edge or 
front point with precision and comfort all day or all season. 

Here are just a few of their features:- Upper from highest 
grade double tanned full reversed hide cut from a single 
piece, with integrated bellows tongue: Separate well padded 
inner tongue: Full length fluted spoon shaped tempered 
steel shank topped by wooden shank for maximum 
insulation: Real leather insole: Hand stitched narrow 
Norwegian welt: lace grippers and much more. 

You can depend on Galibier. That is why their boots are 
recognised as the international standard of quality. 

I 
I 
I 

From as little as £8.50 p.a. the BMC Insurance Scheme 
provides UK residents with world wide security . 
Cover is provided for rescue, medical, repatriation, 
personal accident, baggage and equipment, loss of 
deposits and public liability. Get the security of a 
proven, specialised insurance scheme. It could make 
your landing a little softer. 

J~ 
JIiii}~ British 
Mountaineering 
Council Services Ltd 
Name 

Address 

Crawford House Please send me details 
Precinct Centre of BMC Insurance 
Booth Street East Schemes (or telephone 
Manchester M 13 9RZ 061-273 5839) 

I 
I 
I L ___________ J 

Talkczcztna Air Taxi 
High in the vast sculptured snow and ice of the Alaska 
Range are sights that will awe and astound the most 
weary and jaded world traveller .... Fly with a pilot who 
brings expeditions to mt. McKinley daily, who knows 
the mountain, it's climbers and all its lore and legend . 
We offer expedition air support, aerial photography and 
high altitude glacier landings. 

For more information, please contact:
TALKEETNA AIR TAXI 
Box 73, Talkeetna, Alaska 99676 (907) 733-2218 

PJ:)V\ 
PALISADE SCHOOL OF MOUNTAINEERING 
P.O. Box 694G Bishop, CA 93514 (714) 935-4330 
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For the fast ,nover ! ••• 
) Hot Ice 

HotRock 

... on Ice, Rock I or the Fells. 
Two new designs from karrimor combining a streamlined body profile with lightness and stability. 

HOT ROCK 
An ultra lightweight sac weighing only 560g. yet having a 
carrying capacity of 30 litres. It is ideally suited to the 
orienteer, X-C skier, distance fell- runner, and specialised rock 
climber, where stability and lightness are important factors. 
Made from Red nylon with a Navy Blue KS-l00e front 
panel for durability, its features include: • Quick release 
buckles for easy access to the interior• Flap pocket for 
storage of maps, books etc. eL1ghtweigh t waist strap •Chest 
strap available as an optional extra. 

HOT ICE 
Having a larger capacity than the Hot Rock (35 litres) this 
sac is aimed primarily at the Alpine climber. Made entirely of 
KS-l00e it is similar in design to the Hot Rock but offers a 
number of additional features:• Stability strap with quick 
release buckle. • Bivi extension• Profile straps for carrying small 
loads without loss of stability• Available in Navy Blue and Blue, 
or Red and Green colour combinations. 

KS-1 00e is a registered trade mark of karrimor International Ltd. 

Features common to both sacs are :-eice axe fittings• flap accessory straps for attaching universal or crampon pockets 
• "Fitted with Sitmat": Can also be fitted with karrimor "fformat" frame. 

ID --.s 
SERIES 

The 7th Grade Range also 
includes ..... . 
The Pinnacle II, Tatra Illp, 
Atlas, Super Atlas, Joe Brown 3, 
Joe Brown 5, Joe Brown 7 and 
Outward Bound II. 

karrimor International Ltd. Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes, England. 

Printed in England by Loxley Brothers Limited, Sheffield and London 





akes Great Lca,,king Climbers 

PETER STORM ALSO MANUFACTU~S: 

SUPER TOUGH PVC FOUL 
WEATHER GEAR 
"NO SWEAT' FOUL WEATHER GEAiJ 

~ 80F.ED PURE 
,-wool SWEATERS AND CAPS 
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