


The introduction in 1980 of the A.B . (Adjustable 
Back) System proved a major breakthrough in 
rucsac technology. 

A year later and A .B. is breaking even further 
ground with new design improvement to greatly 
extend it's adjustability and comfort. 

The most important of these is the introduction of 
a new patented adjustment bar, allowing for 
greater adjustment of the back length. This inno
vation, (see illus.), incorporating adjustable top 
tension straps, is not only an important feature 

.. The A.B. SYSTEM has it 

LUXURIOUS FOAM PADDED 
LUMBAR PAD 

for the interchangeability of sacs between people, 
but often of value to adjust the back for the same 
person under varying load conditions. 

Specially curved shoulder straps in dual density 
foam , provide much more comfort and less 
restriction over the shoulders and chest. 

A .B. also provides full AIR FLOW over most of 
the back which greatly reduces sweating. 

A.B. is unique - but don't take our word for it! 
Ask to see the range at your local specialist 
retailer. One fit and you'll feel the difference! 

TOP STABILISER STRAP 

DOUBLE DENSITY FOAM 
COMPOSITE SHOULDER 
SYSTEM, CURVED AND 
CONTOURED 

'X'-SHAPED ALUMINIUM 
FRAME 

TORSO AIR CIRCULATION 
TENSION STRAP 

SMUGGLER'S POCKET 

SHOULDER STRAP 
ADJUSTMENT BUCKLE(S) 

FOAM PADDED, CONTOURED, 
CONICAL HIP FINS 

BERGBUCKLE FOR QUICK 
RELEASE AND NON-SLIP 
ADJUSTMENT 

DUAL DENSITY FOAM SHOULDER 
STRAPS 

Softer foam 
cushions 

the shoulders 
from the load __ 

For furth er information on A. B. and o ur other carrying 
systems write for our NEW colour brochure to Dept. 
G.O.: 

bc,ghau, 
34 DEAN STREET NEWCASTLE 
UPON TYNE Tel. (0632) 323561 

AU BERG HAUS products are made in Great Britain 



from 

WILD 
c.ounTRY 

world leaders in climbing technology 
Alma Road · Tideswell 

Derbyshire SKl 7 8ND · England 
Telephone: 0298 · 871562 
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* WI KTER CO.C.CECTI OK 
'• alpine sports EXCLUSIVE 

Ba 
• 

1n range 
all at exceptional prices! 

To be effective winter clothing relies on two factors - the insulation 
material and the design. The Baffin range of jackets features the best insula

tion materials available - Hollofil or Thinsulate - and has been specifi
cally designed to retain body warmth. Unlike many other brands 
Baffin jackets do not suffer from "pumping air". i.e. as a result of 
movement, warm air is pumped out of the jacket and cold air drawn in. 

Each jacket in the range has seven points incorporated to stop 
"pumping air" and maximising heat retention. 

BAFFIN JACKET 
A budget priced utility jacket specifically designed t o protect the 
wearer from the cold and wind with 7oz Ho ll ofil insulation, 
draught proof design features and a tough ri pstop ny lon outer. 
- windcuff at waist. 
- detachable, insulated hood with drawcord close. 

- insu lated storm flap. 
- tough two-way zip. 

- two pockets with press stud closures 
- high, warm collar. 

- self-grip toggles on drawcords. 

Sizes : XS, S, M, L, XL unisex ON( 
Colour : Navy only. 

Icy 
u t1mate 

'39.9. 

Detail shot of the 'BAFFIN' 
windcuff at the waist. 

Detail shot of the 'BAFFIN ' 
Hood Drawcord close. 

. 

I' / BAFFIN 

~" -1'\ POLY / COTTON JACKET 

/ 
An attractively styled jacket suitable 
for use both on the hills and as casual 
town wear. The body is protected by 
the 7 oz Hollofibre insulation and the 

}- _ hardwearing, easy to wash polycotton. 

Colour: Lt. Blue/Grey. Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. unisex . 

ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE WE HAVE PREPARED 
A CHART LISTING ALL THE MOST IMPORTANT 
FEATURES OF OUR NEW 'BAFFIN' RANGE. 



* WIKTER CO.C.CECTIOK ,, 

JACKET • • • 
POLY /COTTON JACKET. • • • • 
DOUBLE JACKET • • • 
THINSULATEJACKET • • • • 
GORE-TEX JACKET • • 

THE RANGE AT 

BAFFIN 
DOUBLE JACKET 

A functional and very warm 
jacket designed to cope with 
the toughest conditions. 
'Total' insulation is provided 
by a double layer of 5oz 
Hollofil in the body and 7oz 
Hollofil in the arms. 
Colour: Red. 
Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL unisex 

• • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
A GLANCE 

GORE-TEX JACKET 
A very smart specialist jacket 
combining two top outdoor 
clothing materials. With a 
Thinsulate filling and a Gore-
tex outer it is I ightweight and 
yet both warm and water-
proof, giving full protection 
against the elements. 
Colour: Navy with red yoke. 
Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL unisex 

This slimline jacket has a 
Thinsulate filling which gives 
excellent insulation without 
bulk. It is insulated in the 
body, sleeves and hood, is 
very I ight and gives the extra 
mobility required by the very 
active outdoorsman. 
Colour: Olive green 
Sizes: XS, S, M. L, XL unisex 

PRICE GUARANTEE 
*IF YOU FIND A LOWER PRICE WE WILL REFUND THE DIFFERENCE! 

*CREDIT CARDS WELCOME* 

~ ■ C!C 
London London Brighton 
215, Kensington High St., 10/12, Holborn, 138, Western Rd., 
London W8 London EC1. Brighton BN1 2LA. • 
Tel : 019381911 Tel: 014045681 Tel: 0273 26874 

Leeds Manchester 
40, Woodhouse Lane, 78, Deansgate, 
Merrion Centre, Manchester 3. 
Leeds LS2 8LX, Tel: 0618348695 
Tel: 0532 452917 

Glasgow 
450, Sauchiehall St., 
Glasgow G2. 
Tel: 041 333 0809 

Edinburgh 
1, Wemyss Place, 
West end of Queen St. 
Edinburgh EH3 6DH. 
Tel : 031 225 5640 

♦(N.B. Claim must be made within 14 days of purchase & must be a genuine non-sale price of goods held in stock by a bona fide U.K. retailer) 
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EDELWEISS-your lifeline 
in the mountains 
EDELWEISS - the safer rope: 
• low weight and still a high safety 
margin - yet another advantage of 
EDELWEISS ropes 
• up to 20 % more abrasion resistance 
• the only rope with the original 
EVERDRYfinish-all EDELWEISS ropes 
have this water repellent treatment 
without any extra 
cost 

Didyou 
know, that? 

• you can save a lot of 
money by using multifall ropes instead 
of cheap ropes with a low number of 
falls? 
• kernmantle ropes made of nylon 
offer you greater safety in comparison 
to laid ropes? 
• washing ropes in a washing machine 
can cost you your life? 
• stiffer and tighter ropes have more 
advantages than those with a loose 
construction? 
e EDELWEISS EVERDRY ropes c;ost 
you less? 
All these points and a lot more will be 
explained in the new EDELWEISS 
leaflet-please contact your nearest dealer 
or write for more information to 

for US dimbers 

Climb High 

for British dimbers for Japanese dimbers 

Europa Sport Ltd. Nichirey Sport Co. Ltd. 
Ann Street, Kendal 9-5, 4 Chome 227, Main Street 

Burlington, 
Vermont 05401 
Tel. 802-864-4122 

Cumbria LA9 6AB Asakusabashi 
Tel. 0539-24740/24765 Daito-Ku, Tokyo 

Tel. 03-863-7821 

EDELWEISS 
opes. 

sses. 
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For a tent to give reliable protection in fierce gales, heavy rain, snow, and bright sunlight 
it has to be of the highest specification. We have built our reputation on quality. 

There is no better way of testing a tent than using it in severe conditions. Robert Saunders 
tents are sought after and used on many expeditions throughout the plains, mountains, 
deserts and valleys of the world, and we take note of each and every comment made by the 
experts and refine, improve, and invent whenever the need arises. 

The rugged 'Mountain Tent' is suitable for the most severe conditions. The double A-pole 
gives greatly improved stability in the fiercest wind. The unique Saunders snow sleeve on 
the ridge takes the snowline which links both A-poles and provides extra tension. 

Special Features: e snow flaps/draught flaps all around flysheet and on inside of doorways 
e mosquito net door at one end of innere tensioned 'snowline'e atloy A-po les shock corded 
togethere 2 large bell-ends and extra long inner tente inner is rubber tension linked to the side 
pull-out flaps on the fly . 

send for catalogue enclosing 25p to help cover cost and postage. 

ROBERT SAUNDERS (CHIGWE LL) LI MITE D. Five Oaks Lane, Chigwell, Essex, England. 

In your bones, 
. }:ouknow 
~ there's nothing 
· better. 

Nature uses the evaporat ion of 
body moisture to coo l your skin 

when you're hot, but that 
evaporation can be a real killer 
in cold weather. If you want to 
keep warm, you have to keep 
dry - and that's where 

chlorofibre scores over 
other fibres. 

Chlorofibre garments move 
perspiration away from the skin with 

uncanny effectiveness. They insulate 
like nothing else you've ever worn. 
They wash and dry easi ly, and 
they're a real insurance against 
future rheumatic and arthritic 
problems. 

If you spend a lot of t ime 
outdoors, you'll find what ch lorofibre 

jjj;;;mi,;i. 
Makes great looking Sportsmen 

Peter Storm Limited 
14 High Pavement ' 
Nottingham NG11HP 
England. 

Tel : (0602) 56911 / 2/3 
Telex 3?7892 
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From as little as £8.50 p.a. the BMC Insurance Scheme 
provides UK residents with world wide security. 
Cover is provided for rescue, medical, repatriation, 
personal accident, baggage and equipment , loss of 
deposits and public liability. Get the security of a 
proven, specialised insurance scheme. It could make 
your landing a little softer. 

J~ 
~i)~ British 
Mountaineerin 
Council ServicJ Ltd 
Name 

Address · 

Crawford House Please send me details 
Precinct Centre of BMC Insurance 
Booth Street East Schemes (or telephone 
Manchester M13 9RZ 061-273 5839) 

I 
I 
I L ___________ J 

K2AVIATION 
ALASKA EXPEDITIONS & WILDERNESS FLYING 

Glacier Pilots 
KITTY BANNER• KIMBALL FORREST 

P.O. BOX 290 
T ALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 
TELEPHONE (907) 733-2291 

CERTIFIED AND INSURED 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF MOUNTAINEERING 
Dorector : PETE BOARDMAN. Photo : PAT LITTLEJOHN. 1.S.M . 1980. 

INTERNATIONAL 
MAGAZINE GUIDE 

EUROPE 

ALPINISME & RANDONNEE 
7 Rue de Lille, 75007, Paris. 
Published 12 times a year. 

ALPINISMUS 
Ortlerstrasse 8, 8000 Munchen 70, Germany. 

Published 1 2 times a year. 

DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, D-8000 Munchen 20, Germany. 

Published 1 2 times a year. 

LAMONTAGNE 
9 rue la Boetie, 75008 Paris, France. 

Published 4 times a year. 

MONT AGNES 
122 rue des Allies, 38100 Grenoble, France. 

Published 11 times a year. 

RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
Corso Moncalieri 23/d, 10131 Torino, Italy. 

Published 4 times a year. 

TATERNIK 
ul. Marszalkowska 1 p. 47, 00-624 Warszawa, Poland. 

Published 4 times a year. 

U.S.A. 

AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St., New York, N.Y. 10028, U.S.A. 

Published once a year. 

CLIMBING 
Box E, Aspen, Col. 81611, U.S.A. 

Published 6 times a year. 

ASIA 

THE IWA TO YUKI 
Yamakei (Publishers) Co. Ltd., 1-1-33 Shiba Daimon, 
Minato Ku, Tokyo. (Contains English language summary.) 

Published 6 times a year. 

INDIAN MOUNTAINEER 
Official journal of the Indian Mount_aineering Foundation 

Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi-110021 (India) 
Published 2 times a year. 

HIMALAYAN JOURNAL 
Oxford University Press, Apollo Bunder, 

Bombay 400005, India. 
Published once a year. 

WILD 
P.O. Box 41 5, Prahran,Victoria 3181, Australia. 

Published 4 times a year. 

ROCK 
Victorian Climbing Club, G.P.O. Box 1725P, Melbourne, 

Victoria 3001 . 
Published once a year. 
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A Cut Above 

The VE-24: a dynamic four-season tent from the originator of geodesic tents, THE NORTH FACE. 
Chosen most recently by the first American Trek to the Tibetan side of Mt. Everest, after years 
of rigorous tests around the world. Write for our free catalog featuring all our tents, backpacks, 
sleeping bags and outerwear: THE NORTH FACE, Dept. MTN-4, 1234 Fifth Street, Berkeley, 
California 94710 USA. 
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Who can oller you more? 
Why choose Karrimor? ~ ~ When you buy a Karrimor product you purchase 
much more than with any other rucsac, even 
though Karrimor prkes are extremely 
competitive. 
For your money you receive: 
* Guaranteed for life (or 5 years) quality 
* The most advanced designs 
* Karrimor's own specially developed materials 
* New high standards of comfort 
* The widest choice of models available 
* International distribution and service 
* A choice of 3 hip-loading systems to suit your 

activity 
* Maximum product information via the 

Karrimor Technical Guide. 

When you buy Karrimor, 
you buy Confidence . .. 
and this is measured by the strength of our 
international distribution via companies who 
themselves are world market leaders in their 
own products, e.g. Salewa in Germany, Trak in 
France, Asolo in Italy, Edelweiss in Austria, 
Karhu in Switzerland, E.S. Tenten in Holland, and 
also by the depth of our range and major market 
shares. 
Most major expeditions make Karrimor products 
their first choice because of their reliability and 
"designed for the user" accuracy. Don't forget, 
after boots, the wrong rucsac can cause more 
discomfort, even injury, than any other piece of 
equipment. 

Karrimor proudly boasts of being No. 1 in 
Europe: This No. 1 position has been hard 
earned over 20 years and is based upon: 
* Involvement in the rucsac sports- most of our 

team are active in sport 
* Commitment to Technical Excellence

we are never satisfied 
* Specialisation of product -

but something for everyone 
* Feedback from expeditions, public, 

retailers and professionals 
* Constant testing by professionals in the field 
* Close co-operation with textile trade in 

development of specialised superior 
performance fabrics and fittings 

Choosing Karrimor is more than choosing a 
rucsac - it's more like choosing a lifelong 
companion in the hills. 

Karrimor Advisors 
Our claim to be "leaders in technical excellence" 
has a solid foundation. We were the first 
company in our field to employ a full time field 
tester- Ken Ledward. He is now our field-tester 
through his own company KLETS. 
We have also built a team of highly experienced 
technical advisors including mountaineers and 
explorers such as, Peter Boardman, Alex 
MacIntyre, Peter Habeler, John Noble and John 
Cleare- and of course the late Dougal Haston. 
Our technical skills are evident in the design 
features created by Karrimor: The Jaguar 
Concept; The/ format Frame; Karrimat; 
KS-1 00e and Si lvaguard purpose designed 
rucsac fabrics. These are just a few of the scores 
of Karrimor innovations,many of which have 
been copied throughout the world. 

Karrimor Literature 
Fully illustrated literature is available for all 
Karrimor products ... Send 30p each for:
Karrimor Technical Guide, Salewa Winter 
Climbing Guide and Trak/Kneissl Ski 
Guide. Asolo Footwear leaflet, Karibou 
Camping and Sports Guide and Karrimor 
Cycle Touring leaflets are all free. 
Include 15p to cover postage. 

Sacs for all seasons and all continents 

@I )s;: .. 
II, .. ~ ,. 

""' .. 
SB 

Quality Assurance 
Our new production techniques owe a great deal 
to the Japanese concept of Quality Assurance
a concept which has made their cars, cameras 
and electronics the criteria of quality and 
reliability throughout the world. (It is worth 
mentioning that Karrimor quality is already 
recognised in Japan where we are a market 
leader in technical rucsacs). 
In the Japanese concept, the product is quality 
designed; the operators are involved in setting 
and achieving quality standards of production 
via 'quality circles'. The traditional western 
philosophy revolves around quality examination 
to reject faults which have already occurred. 
Karrimor is now a front runner in U.K. industry in 
using these new 'quality assurance' techniques. 

For literature and further information 
write to: Dept. M C2, 
karrimor Internat ional ltd., 
Avenue Parade, Accrington, 
Lanes. England 
885 6PR. 

Askfo 
of our 
Guara 
Sche 

Comfort for the 80' s 
Since the inception of the Jaguar Hiploading 
system with its unique AERGO airgap back 
design we have developed the concept of 
comfort logically and cost effectively. 
After reliability, comfort is probably the most 
appreciated feature of our products. 
COMFORT is hard to determine: it is much more 
than mere softness. We have all experienced the 
soft upholstered car seat or settee that looks so 
inviting but results in backache or stiff neck. 
COMFORT is an amalgam of fit, location, 
materials, padding, protection, adjustment and, 
perhaps more important, selecting the right sac 
for your activity and environment. 
In such critical products as rucsacs, comfort has 
to be designed, tested, re-designed and re-tested 
in all conditions and uses until the amalgam has 
been fully refined. 
In 1981 we set ourselves the target of creating 
rucsacs which do not need 'breaking-in'. 
Rucsacs which help the load melt away first time 
used. 
So we have looked at every aspect of our top 
models which contributes to comfort and we 
have redesigned and reshaped, developed new 
materials and paddings, all without detracting 
from technical performance. Harnesses, hip 
belts, back designs, body contact fabrics: all 
have been upgraded to our new comfort 
standards. 
Hip belts and Wingbelts: 
Softer, with upholstery sewing. 
Dual-density padding to provide greatly 
improved 'wrap'. All body contact surfaces now 
in our new Super-soft fabric. 2 versions of the 
Jaguar belt including a new super belt as an 
optional extra. 
Harness : 
Also re-designed: twin needle sewn with softer 
closed cell padding. Extra-soft padding in 
harness fillets on some models to encourage a 
natural 'sit' on the shoulders. 
Backpanels : 
Now with 'Super-soft' body contact fabric. 
Deeper chevron stitching for even better 
ventilation and softer padding for immediate 
comfort. 

"Super-soft" Fabric : 
All body contact materials are now in this new 
purpose designed fabrics, which absorbs less 
moisture than canvas, dries quickly and is more ~ 
'sympathetic'. .....,,...

11111 Kalahari4 , 
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Just one example 
from the superb range of 

wallcing and climbing boots by 

Mo-'811iDna 
Available from most outdoor 

11'!4:nw shops throughout the U.K. 
For the name and address of your nearest stockist please contact zeRD PONT """' 17 LODGE FARM ESTATE. BARN WAY, NORTHAMPTON. TEL: (0604) 583341 

Needless to say, these are not our words but those of the 
Americans, who describe Breeches as Knickers or 
Knickerbockers and who made the statement more than 
once at a U.S. exhibition this year, where we were 
showing our traditional breeches and trousers. Being 

British, we are more likely to say "Probably the best" 
~ but who are we to argue, especially when the 

.JL~:;.;:~;',W Americans are "probably .. right . 
....__...,_. Top quality is appreciated worldwide. British-made 

Crughoppers fulfil this appreciation. 

~~A~»~PPE~S .---------• For a free brochure please complete the coupon. 

1,::::_-=----=---=---=--=--=----_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-=--=-~- I 
I C=ghop "' I I Brod/o':'JRoad, Blrstall. Batley. West Yorks., England. i - ________ ,, 



In January 1978, two men depart 
for Africa and the dream of Kilimanjaro. 

Three weeks later, one returns. 
The Breach is the nightmare of the other. 

After the Fall ... Beyond the Dream ... Lies One's Full Identity. 
A true story of the joy of life lived urgently, of the ever,nearness of death, 

and of Nature as coldly unmerciful as it is hauntingly beautiful. The Breach is a 
book about the deep secrets mountains whisper, by one who has journeyed there and listened. 

Nonfiction• Illustrated with color photographs• Coward, McCann & Geoghegan, Publishers 
ISBN 0,698, 11086,2 • Available at bookstores, 

outdoor stores, and through the mail from Waldenbooks 

Send _ copies of The Breach at $14.95 each plus 
$1.95 shipping (add sales tax where applicable), to: 
Name ____________ _ 
Address ____________ _ 
City _____ State ___ Zip __ _ 
For telephone orders: Call 212-269,1139 
m 

_ Check _ Master Charge _ Visa _ Am.Ex. 
# ________ Exp. date ___ _ 
Signature ___________ _ 
Mail to: Waldenbooks 

57 Broadway 
NewYork,N.Y.10016 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Mixed fortunes in Karakoram 
KARAKORAM 

K2 (8,611m) 
The 14-man Wasdea University 
party including a Pakistani Nadir 
Sabir , led by Teruch Matsuura 
(4 7), succeeded in a siege on the 
West Ridge of the mountain, the 
line attempted by the British in 
1978 and 1980. The route was 
developed with C1 (5,850m) on 22 
June, C2 (6,660m) on 26th, C3 
(7 , 1 OOm) on July 7, C4 (7 ,650m) 
on 1 7th. After 11 days of heavy 
snowfalls final C5 (8,050m) was 
made on Aug 3. Ropes were fixed 
up to 8,300m on Aug 5 Eiho 
Ohtani (34), Matsuhi Yamashita 
(31) and Nadir Sabir (27) set out 
from C5 on 6th. They detoured 
round the steep headwall and took 
the route rightward to traverse 
toward the South south west Ridge. 
They abandoned their oxygen 
cylinders on the difficult rock 
section above and made a bivouac 
at 8,500m by digging a snow cave. 
Next day Yamashita's condition 
deteriorated and at 1 0 .30 he 
stopped: Ohtani and Samir 
reached the summit at 11 .30. They 
descended to 8,250m where a 
supporting team had waited for 
them and made a bivi -site. Oxygen 
was used above C4. 

Gasherbrum 1 (8,068m) 
The 11 -man Nagano Pref. 
Mountaineering Assoc. party, led 
by Masahiro Maezawa, climbed the 
original South east Ridge route by 
siege. Hideaka Azuma (32), Koza 
Shimotori (31) and Yasuoh Toji 
(26) set out from 6,900m on Aug 
3. Toji retreated at 7,700m at 
1 6 .00, and the other two reached 
the summit at 1 7 .35. The night 
was spent at 7,700m and they 
returned safely. 

Gasherbrum II 
A lightweight French Expedition 
succeeded in placing all three 
members and their liaison officer 
on the summit in late July/ early 
August. Eric Beaud, Phillipe 
Grenier, Christine Jan in and Sher 
Khan started from base camp on 
the 1st August and reached the 
summit on the 6th August. They 
tackled the Original route in alpine 
style using no fixed rope and 
climbing as two ropes of two: 
Grenier and Beaud, Janin and Sher 
Khan. They took two days to 
descend. Beaud likened the route 
to a very long Sentinelle Rouge 
(Brenva Face). It should be noted 
that the members of the expedition 
themselves claim no great 
Himalayan experience, in fact the 
most experienced Himalayan 
climber was the Hunza Sher Khan. 
A truly Alpine style ascent. 

Masherbum Southwest 
(7,860m) 
A 9-man expedition organized by 
the Polski Klub G6rski and led by 
Piotr Mlotecki made the first ascent 

Top: West face K2, Japanese line marked. Photo: Riley. Above left: Zygmunt 
Heinrich. Photo: Nyka. Right : Masherbrum South west, accident site marked. 
Photo: W. Unsoeld, 1961. 

of he virgin Masherbrum South
west. This difficult summit is only 
1 5m lower than the main top 
(7,821 m), which had been climbed 
only once - by Americans in 1960. 
Base Camp was established at 
4,300m on the Serac Glacier on 
August 13, 1981. Camps I to Ill 
were set up at 5,300, 6,350, and 
6,550m on August 15, August 19 
and - after a period of bad weather 
- on September 14. Next day 
Zygmunt A. Heinrich, Marek 
Malatyr'lski and Przemyslaw 
Nowacki left Camp Ill for the 
summit. With the help of 2 porters 
and a West German climber they 
established Camp IV (6,800m) and 

continued on September 1 6, 
climbing the steep southeast face 
of the mountain. Deep "sugar" 
snow made progress exhausting 
and difficult. The great serac 
barrier has changed its relief and is 
now better than the American party 
found in 1960. By late afternoon 
Heinrich, Malatyr'lski and Nowacki 
arrived at the col between the two 
summits of the Masherbrum, 
where they spent the night in a 
snow hole. 
On September 1 7 the trio climbed 
the corniced and gendarmed ridge, 
which was more difficult than 
anticipated. At 3 .30 p.m. they 
reached the highest point of the 

unclimbed Masherbrum Southwest. 
During the descent they had to 
concentrate because of fatigue. At 
the beginning of the most difficult 
section of the ridge Malatyriski 
grew alarmed because he was 
having troubles with his eyesight 
and this caused an unplanned 
bivouac. They did not have bivouac 
gear. During the very cold night 
Malatyr'lski and Nowacki, both 
exposed to the frosty storm, died. 
Heinrich, who spent the night on 
the opposite side of the ridge, 
found them in the morning frozen 
to death. It is presumed that they 
died because of exhaustion and 
deterioration, but nobody saw what 
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happened. 
Heinrich left the bodies near the 
ridge and continued the difficult 
descent, while a violent snowstorm 
raged. At about 7,500m he fell 
nearly 1,000ft down slopes and ice 
cliffs before stopping in soft snow. 
He was slightly injured but could 
reach Camp IV. By September 20 
all expedition members were in the 
Base Camp together. 
Masherbrum Southwest was the 
highest unclimbed summit in the 
Karakorum range. It is difficult and 
of the same class as the main 
summit of the mountain. The 
conquest of this attractive summit 
was an excellent success. But the 
price was felt to be too high. 
The survivor of the tragedy was 
Zygmunt A. Heinrich, born in 
1937. His big mountain experience 
includes in 1966 all peaks of the 
Noshaq (7,492m, Hindu Kush), in 
1973 - the Pik Kommunisma 
(7,483m) by a new route. On 
Noshaq he was struck by an 
avalanche. His companion was 
killed, Heinrich waited injured 6 
days at 6,800m for the rescue 
team, 5 days without food. He has 
been a member of 7 Himalaya and 
Karakorum expeditions; made the 
first ascent of Kunyang Chish 
(7,852m), first ascent of 
Kangchenjunga Middle (8,500m) in 

1978 and now first ascent of 
Masherbrum Southwest (7 ,806m). 
In 1979 he participated in the 
fourth ascent of Lhotse (8,511 m) . 

Kanjut Sar (7, 760m) 
The 10-man Chiba Technological 
Institute party, led by Masayoshi 
Fujii, climbed the mountain by the 
West Face. The summit was 
reached by Masashi Peramoto (33) 
and Masanobu Kaneko (28) on Aug 
4. It was the second ascent of the 
mountain first done by an Italian 
party in 1959. 

CHINA 

Sigunian (6,250ml 
A Doshisha University party made 
the first ascent of the mountain by 
the South-east Ridge. The route 
was via the couloir leading up to 
the Ridge, then on the ridge itself. 
C1 (5,200m) on July 10th, C2 
(5,750m) on July 25th and ropes 
were fixed to 6, 1 OOm on 27th. The 
summit was reached by Yoshiharu 
Suita and Koji Kadoya on 28th; by 
Yoshibumi Takahashi and Takashi 
Iwata on 29th, and by Takabumi 
Miyazaki, Jun Tagawa and 
Shin'ichiro Kureno on 30th. 
Miyazaki and Tagawa also climbed 
the North Peak, but found the 
South Peak is a little higher. 

Anemaqin (6,282ml 
After the first and second ascents 
of the mountain by Joetsu 
Mountaineering Assoc. party in 
May, an American party, Kim 
Schumitz, Galen Rowell and Harald 
Knudsen, made the third ascent in 
June, and another Japanese party, 
Nippon Toge AC Party, led by 
Makoto Torakawa, made the fourth 
ascent in August. 

Bogda (5445ml 
After the first ascent of the 
mountain by Kyoto AC party in 
June, the mountain was crowded 
by five more Japanese parties' 
attempts in the late summer. 
The 12-man Tien-Shan-Kai Club 
party, led by Ryohei Uchida (45) 
made the first ascent of Peak 3 
I5,213m) by the North Ridge. The 
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top was reached on July 7, 8 and 
1 0 by all members. A month 
before this an 1 8-man JNR party, 
led byTsutomu Kato (54) gave up 
at a high point of 505m on Peak 3. 
A 20-man-and-2-woman 
Montagne-kai Club Party, led by 
Ken Aoyagi (51) aimed at a 
nameless P.4203 west of the 
mountain group in August. Two 
advanced camps were made and 6 
members reached the top. The 
party named the peak Montagne 
Peak on the Chinese liaison 
officer's advice. 

Muztagata (7,546ml 
The four-man Kawasaki City's 
junior-high school teachers party, 
led by Tadakiyo Saka hara (36) 
climbed the North Peak (7 ,500m) 
on August 7 . The summit was 
reached by leader Sakahara and 
Kimiharu Matsui (30). 

Kongur Tiubie (7 ,595m) 
The 14-man Japanese Defence 
Academy party, led by Takashi 
Kawakami, climbed the mountain. 
The summit was reached by 
Yoichiro Yamaguchi and Shigeyuki 
Koga. 

NEPAL 

Kangchenjunga (8,598ml 
The report in Mountain 80 of the 
Czechoslovak expedition to the 
North Face of the mountain 
incorrectly stated that they 
followed the Anglo-French/North 
East Ridge route. In fact, they 
climbed the Central route on the 
face done by the Japanese. Both 
routes have a common finish from 
the Great Upper Terraces. Chris 
Chandler's expedition to 
Yalungkang in fact climbed the 
couloir between the Japanese and 
Anglo-French routes before again 
following the upper part of the 
Anglo-French climb. 

Above: Arjuna, Polish route marked. 
Photo: Christian Parma. 

KISHTWAR 

Arjuna South (6,230ml 
Arjuna South was climbed by 
members of the Club 
Wysokog6rski Gdansk-Sopot
Gdynia expedition. 
On August 31 C. Jakubczyk, 
M. Rosian and B. Urbanski made 
the second ascent of Peak 5,800m 
situated on the west side of the 
valley. 
On ~eptember 2 J: Bartos, W. 
Otreba (the leader) and P. 
Puzyrewski left Camp II to climb 
Arjna. They had chosen a route up 
to a wide snow couloir (40°, rock 
11 -111). then ice slopes (to 60°) and 
mixed terrain (11-111). After 2 biwies 
they reached the East ridge and 
continued up the ridge (2 pitches 
V, 10 pitches 11-111, ice up to 60°) to 
the south summit of Arjuna. The 
ridge from there to the middle 
(main) summit was about 1,000ft 
long but it was too late to climb it. 
The descent with several abseils 
was made the same way ( 1 
bivouac). 
On September 6 Jakubczyk and K. 
Sopicki climbed an unclimbed 
peak about 5,800m lying south of 
Arjuna massif. It gave ice climbing 
of 50-60° and 4 pitches rock of 
UIAAA Ill -IV difficulty. The pair 
named the mountain unofficially 
White Peak. 
Attractive problems are offered by 
the South West Faces of the Arjuna 
massif with 4,000ft high rock 
walls and pillars. But the Kijai 
Nu/lah valley is very difficult: it 
should be remembered, that in 
1979 on a reconnaissance to, 
attempt Arjuna two Polish climbers 
Jan Oficjalski and Jacek 
Szczepanski disappeared without 
trace. 

THE ALPS 

Free 
Route 
Surge 
Undoubtedly the most spectacular 
ascents of the last Alpine Season 
were the combination of the South 
Face of the Aigui/le Du Fou and the 
American Direct, West Face, 
Aigui/le Du Dru in the same day. 
Jean-Marc Boivin used his well 
known hang gliding skill (e.g. 
world altitude record for descent 
from K2, see Mountain 72) to take 
himself and Patrick Berhaud 
between the two peaks, which are 
41/2 miles apart as the hang glider 
flies. 
On the 1 2th August the two 
climbed the Aigui/le de Blaitiere 
where they left their two-ma_n hang 
glider, descending to the foot of 
the Fou South Face. The following 
morning they left very early and 
climbed the South Face in 4 hours. 
(Berhaud had done the climb a few 
days earlier to familiarise himself) . 
They then ent to the Col at the top 
of the Spencer Couloir on the 
Blaitiere for the flight but 
unfavourable winds kept them 
waiting for 2 hours. At noon they 
decided to fly anyway and made it 
uneventfully to the Rognon des 
Drus, perhaps the best known 
bivouac place in the Alps, at the 
foot of the West Face. For Berhaud, 
who had only made one short 
fligt-it a few days earlier, it was 
'quite an experience'! 
About 1 .30 they began the 
American Direct. There was only 
one slight problem, the gear rack 
for the route which they had 
stashed a few days earlier had 
been stolen. Despite this, and the 
fact that there were an estimated 
1 5 other parties on the route, they 
climbed 2,000ft to the Jammed 
Block in five hours. They abseiled 
back down through the crowds on 
the American Direct to their hang 
glider (which had not been stolen!) 
and regained the Valley at Les Praz 
De Chamonix just before dark. A 
truly unusual combined ascent. 

BREGAGLIA 

Piz Badile 
The North East Face, Cassin route, 
had its 2nd winter ascent by Marco 
Pedrini, Danilo Gianinazzi arid 
Michel Piola in January 1981 from 
2nd to 4th. 

BERNESE OBERLAND 

Lonza horner 
First ascent of the North West Face 
by Mme Claude Piguet, Alain 
Steiner and Patrick Gabarrou. 
Beginning of July. 

Biestchorn 
Gabarrou and Steiner made the 
first ascent of the East Couloir, early 
July. 

Finsteraarhorn 
Gabarrou and Steiner also made 
the first ascent of this mountain's 
East Couloir in early July. 



Lanteraahorn 
The Gabarrou and Steiner team 
with Alexis Long made the first 
ascent of the Central Cou/oir, North 
East Face in July. 

VALAIS 

Matterhorn 
On the North Face a direct route to 
the Zmutt Nose on the right of the 
Cerutti-Gogna route. This new route 
was done by Pierre-Alain Steiner 
and Michel Piola, from July 29th to 
August 1st. It is ED and 1,000 
metres high. Notice that it was 
done exactly 50 years after the 
Schmid brothers' first ascent of the 
North Face on August 1st 1931 ! 

MontVelan 
A Direct line on the North Face was 
climbed by Lise Meillan and Pascal 
Girault with Patrick Gabarrou on 
the 25th August. 

Dent d'Herens 
Patrick Gabarrou and Romain 
Vogler put a new line on the North 
west face on August 16th. It is an 
ice gully at 50/ 55 with one steeper 
pitch leading to easier slopes 
above, located between the West 
Ridge on the left and an ice fall on 
the right. The climb as a whole is 
D- and took 2 ¼ hours from the 
bergschrund. it is 2,400ft long. 

MONT BLANC 

Petit Clocher du 
Mont-Blanc du Tacul 
First ascent of the North Arete was 
made by Bernard Denjoy with the 
guide Patrice Bodin on the 12th 
July. A good 450ft climb situated 
near the Grand Capucin. It is 
graded T.D. Sup. (very sustained) 
and finishes with a pitch of 
artificial climbing. 

Le Clocher du Tacul 
Jean Marc Boivin and Jean Marc 
Profit climbed a new route on the 
South Face up a 1, 1 00 ft spur 
which runs to near the summit -
T.D. 3 points of aid, 6 hours. 

Grand Capucin du Tacul 
Michel Piola, Pierre-alain Steiner 
and Romain Vogler climbed a new 
route on the East Face August 18th 
to August 20th. It climbs cracks 
and roofs in between the Pitier de 
!'Echo and the Bonatti Route. 
74 pitches, starting on the glacier, 
crossing the ledges and then 
straight to the top. It is ED+ with 
one pitch of A3/A4, a few points of 
aid and otherwise all free with 
many moves of V+ to VI+. Apart 
from 20 pegs and 2 bolts, all the 
protection was taken from nuts and 
friends. The route could be 
repeated in 2 days, and deserves to 
become classic as it is almost all 
free and always on an excellent 
golden granite with knobs! It ranks · 
in quality with the South Face of the 
Fou or the American Direct, Drus. 
On the South Face, to the right 
hand side of the Swiss route and 
fairly close to it in the last third 
with one belay station in common 
is a 9 pitches, ED. On excellent 
golden granite with protection 
from 15 pegs (9 left), stoppers and 

friends. 6 pitches are free and 
sustained at V, V+ and V1 . 3 
pitches involve moves of V1 and 
passing of three airy roofs of A2. 
The first ascent was made by 
Gaetano and Romain Vogler on 
August 24 - 25 in 9 ½ hours 
climbing time. Romain Vogler 
offers this suggestion : "follow the 
first five excellent and free pitches 
and then branch off left on the 
Swiss route whose upper part is 
equipped (recently free climbed by 
Rene Ghilini) . Thus the climb is all 
free and you don't have to carry 
pegs along. The route is named /e 
sourire de /'ete because it is 
pleasant and sunny from dawn to 
eve." 
Jean-Marie Chauffat made the first 
solo ascent of the Bron-Grossi
Morel Route (Swiss Route sic) on 
the South Face, 26th July in a day. 

Aiguille de Blaitiere 
The Integrate of the North West 
Ridge was repeated by the 
Japanese Hiroshi Tsuda and Yuji 
Kusajima as far as the Fontaines 
Ledges. The full route is one of the 
most beautiful rock climbs in the 
Chamonix Aiguille. 
Frie Belin and Martial Paoli climbed 
a line up the white part of the 
1957/8 rock scar on the West Face. 

Aiguille du Fou 
The South Face has seen much 
activity. P. Farges made a solo 
ascent in 12 hours on the 16th 
July. There are rumours that 
another climber has soloed the 
face but this is the first reported. 

Above: Grand Capucin, south face left and east face. Routes: 1 =Swiss route; 2 = 
Vogler route; 3 =Lecea route; 4 =Pio/a/Steiner/Vogler route; 5 =Bonnatti route. 

solo. Pat Littlejohn and Steve Lewis 
(UK) free climbed the entire route 
in July. Swiss climber Jean-Pierre 
Hiron and partner climbed the 
route in 13½ hours hut to hut 
from the refuge d'Envers les 
Aiguilles. 

Aiguille du Plan 
Jean-Marie Choffat made 
the first solo ascent of the 
West Face Direct. Choffat followed 
the Gre!oz-Roch route as far as the 
headwall then moved left to fin ish 
up the Brown-Patey. He comments 
that this combination gives an 
excellent route. 

Aiguille des Pelerins 
Alexis Long and Romain Vogler 
made the second ascent of 
Nostradamus, a route done last 
year by Pascal Sprungli and Michel 
Piola on the North Buttress. It is 
2,000ft long mainly face and slab 
climbing, with a few overhangs 
and cracks. The route is all free, 
very sustained (including 13 
pitches between V+ and V1 ), ED+ 
and not equipped (a rack of nuts, 
friends and a choice of pegs 
especially knifeblades and thin LA 
is needed) . Vogler reports; "the 
crux is a V1 + 'Tuolumnesque' slab 
protected by 2 bolts. They climbed 
it on the 5/ 6 August, bivvying at 2/ 
3 height below a small neve, 
climbing of course in E.B.'s and 
hauling a bag. It is a highly 

recommended route, one of the 
best and hardest free routes of 
Chamonix, which should tempt 
English folks since it ain't a via 
ferrata!" 

Aiguille du Peigne 
On August 13th, Gaetano .and 
Romain Vogler opened a new route 
in 8 hours, on the left side of the 
Kohlmann-Mazeaud route on the 
North West face. They named it 
Aquap!anning as unfortunately it 
was wet. It is 9 pitches long, ED 
and sustained with 4 points of aid 
(1 small pendulum and 3 because 
of wet rock!) 1 bolt and 3 pegs left 
in the route. Rack needed. A series 
of nuts, friends and a choice of thin 
pegs. 
The route starts at the centre of the 
1,000ft face, wanders left 
following shallow grooves and at 
the end curves back right ending 
on the normal route. The rock is 
excellent and provides a lot of face 
climbing. When dry this route 
could become a hard classic as it is 
very close to the cable car (3/ 4 of 
an hour) . 

Pointe de Lepiney 
Patrick Cordier and Eric Decamps 
opened a long and extremely 
difficult free climb on the very 
exposed slabs of the principal spur 
of the South Face. The 2,250ft 
route was credited E.D. and Cordier 
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comments that it is more difficult 
than the American Direct, Drus. 

La Brioche 
On the Mer de Glace Face of the 
East Spur of the Brioche Guy 
Desgorges and Bernard Germain 
climbed a new route, grade D, just 
to the right of the well known 
Contamine route. 

Dome de Rochefort 
Jean-Jacques Oleyman and 
Godefroy Perroux made the first 
ascent of a 1,300ft ice gully on the 
North Face in 4 hours in mid-June. 
Italians Ange Piccioni and Pierre 
Vaudano made the first ascent of 
the South West Face, 29th August. 
22 hours climbing, 2,250ft, grade 
T.D. 

Dent de Jetoula 
Herve Boissier and Jean-Marie 
Choffat climbed a new Direct 
Line on the West Face. About 
2,000ft D.Sup, 51/2 hours 
climbing. 

Grandes Jorasses 
What was probably the first all 

UNITED STATES 

COLORADO 

Free climbs 
Probably the hardest route done in 
Colorado this year was Sphinx 
Crack, near Cynical Pinnicle. It was 
led in early summer late spring by 
Steve Hong . He had worked on it 
for over two years, and did it with a 
belay at the hands off rest below 
the roof. Pitch 1 was 5.11 and pitch 
2 VIK!S 5.13. TonyYaniro rradethe 
second ascent in September, 
without the belay, and rated the 
whole thing 5.13. 
The Doub/Griffith was given a very 
pretentious name, and local 
climbers are rather disapproving of 
the amount of protection placed on 
rappel. 
Tourist Extravaganza on Castle Rock 
went free except for 1 bolt on the 
face to Jeff Achey at 5.11 +. 
The other important ascents of 
1981 are listed below, the star 
system ( 1-3), is used to indicate 
relative quality. 
On Blob Rock, Limits of Power, 
(5 .12, .. ) by Randy Leavitt and Rick 
Accamazzo is near Decade Dance 
and Ageing Time. 
Conan (5.11 +,*) starts up the 
central gully, about 1 0 feet right of 
Extreme and climbs a difficult thin 
flake to a bucket, moves right to 
the main crack and climb this: Skip 
Guerin in April. 
Silent Running, (5 .1 O+) climbs the 
steep green slab between 
Wounded Knee and Tempest: by 
Randy Leavitt, Rick Accamazzo, 
Dan Hare in March. 
On Boulder Falls, Steel Blue, by Dan 
Hare and Alfredo Len (5 .11,*) is on 
Chrome Dome. 
Chrome Dome is a new slab 
discovered behind Boulder Falls 
supposedly good climbing. 
Headstrong (5.1 0, •i by Dan Hare, 
Pat Healy in April and The Sheen, 
(5 .1 O,*) by the same team are also 
there. 
Corinthian Vine, (5 .11,*) apart from 
the first pitch, the Boot Lead, went, 
with one bolt for aid, to Alec 
Sharp. 
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feminine ascent of the Walker Spur 
was made by Nagao Taeko and 
Nagao Kasamatsu on the 6/7 
August. 

Petites Jorasses 
The Direct West Face is a new route 
on the right side of the Bron, 
Contamine - Labrunie 1955 route. 
It is 2,200ft long and ED. The 
middle part is the most difficult 
with 9 pitches between V+ and V1 , 
and moves of A2. This section is 
very steep and goes over 2 small 
roofs. The route is called La Beaute 
Du Monde and was done by 
Christian Dalphin, Pierre-Alain 
Steiner and Michel Piola from 12-
14 August. 

Aiguille Verte 
Patrick Gabarrou and Romain 
Vogler climbed the "Direct Route of 
the North Triangle" a 2,000ft high 
rock spur between the Cordier and 
Couturier couloirs. The climb is 1 5 
pitches long, sustained at 1 V+ and 
V with moves of V+, one ice pitch, 
and some icy rock here and there. 
The rock is generally very good and 
compact. Protection from friends, 
stoppers and a few pegs. Climb 
done of course in E.Bs. August 

Eldorado Canyon 
On Mickey Mouse Wall, Beginner's 
Mind, (5 .11 , .. ) is a direct start to 
Capital Beyond by Jeff Achey and 
Mark Sonnenfield in May. 
Mausoleum, (5 .11,*) climbs the 
pocketed overhanging arete at the 
lower end of the cliff. The route 
was previously aided by Eric Doub 
and Eric Goukas, who freed it with 
Christian Griffith in March . 
On Redgarden Wall, the first pitch 
of Fire and Ice went free at 5 .12 (•) 
to Pat Adams. 
A Breed Apart, the wall between 
Blackwalk and Night was done by 
John Allen and Alec Sharp in April. 
Le Void, (see cover Mountain 79) 
now goes completely free, 
including the roof at 5.11 + 
courtesy of Jeff Achey and Roger 
Briggs in September. 
Silver Raven, (5.11 , ·) climbs the 
thin crack and corner to the right of 
Grand Course: Skip Guerin, Bob 
Horan in March. 
The Doub/Griffith Route (5 .11, .. ) is 
a excellent and exposed, although 
rather overprotected, route up the 
arete between Supers/ab and 
Vertigo. The first ascent was by Eric 
Doub and Christian Griffith in 
September first pitch Doub and 
Eric Goukas previously. 
In The Veil area Forever, (5.10, .. ) is 
a superb route up the centre of the 
obvious slab of the Veil. First 
ascent by Alec Sharp, Chuck 
Fitch (alternate leads) with Howard 
Carter, Brian Smith in February. 
On West Ridge, as well as Skip 
Guerin and Bob Horan's climbs 
(see Mountain 79) worthy of note is 
that Practice Climb 101, (5.12,*) 
the old aid route, gave very difficult 
climbing to John Allen. 
Carl Harrison and Jim Stuberg 
have been behind recent explora
tions of many "new" and relatively 
untouched crags in and around 
Eldorado Canyon. Many fine new 
lines have been uncovered, mostly 
at 5.8 and 5.9. Best area found is 
on the East spur of Shirt Tail Peak 
where several crags are to be 
found. Due to the nature of the 

29/ 30. 11 1/2 hours for the spur, 
bivy on its top and exit on the next 
morning . The route as a whole is 
TD and recommendable since it is 
direct, safe and varied. 

Petit Dru, 
An all free ascent of the Bonatti 
Pillar apart from one pitch La 
Fissure Des Autrichiens which is 
impossible to free climb anyway 
though a thin crack on the right 
side would certainly provide a free 
variation given gear and time. Thus 
climbed the route is ED+ with 
several pitches sustained at V+ and 
V 1 , and one crux pitch, a shallow 
groove with fingerjams and 
precarious stemming, V11-. 
The route is entirely equipped and 
the protection is very good, 
climbed in about 10 hours on July 
30 by Alexis Long roped with 
Didier Long and Romain Vogler 
roped with Gerard Long. 

Aiguille d' Argentiere -
Le Plateau 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mazars with the 
guides Herve Thivierge and Serge 
Tresamini climbed a new line on 
the East Face of the Plateau. The 
1,000ft route is on excellent 

granite, is graded T.D. Inf. with 5 
points of aid. 

OISANS 

L'Olan 
The Direct North West Face was 
climbed by the Grenobl e team of 
Jean -Michel Cambon and Bernard 
Francou. The 3,500ft route of 
which the cru x section is in the last 
600ft, took 25 hours in climbi ng 
time. 15th August, E.D. Sup. 

Coup de Sabre 
Gerard Chantriaux made the 
second ski descent of the North 
Face which includes passages of 
55°, at the beginning of July. 

MONTBRISON 
Tete d'Aval 
Pierre Farges made the first solo 
ascent of the South Face from the 
17th to the 20th July. The 2,000ft 
Direct Route is graded E.D. and 
includes several pendulum 
traverses. 

Above: Billy Westbay on first ascent Polycontrast (see notes). Photo: Carl 
Harrison. 



rock itself, routes so far discovered 
are not expremely difficult but do 
remain sparsely protected. All 
routes are face climbs with 
occasional friends placed in 
solution pockets and crackless 
dihedrals with the odd small wire. 

Rocky Mountain National 
Park 
Rock of Ages is an area through 
Moraine Park to the Fern Lake 
trailhead. Walk along the trail to 
the Pool, passing several cliffs on 
the right. This cliff is to the right of 
the Pool and gives "Yosemite like" 
climbing. 
The cliff is dominated by a huge 
apex roof on the right, above which 
are two smaller roofs. On the upper 
left side of the cliff is a smooth 
wall, bounded on the right by right 
leaning dihedrals. Below this wall 
is another wall, with an obvious 
right facing dihedral starting half 
way up. This last wall forms an 
amphitheatre at its left end. 
Desolation Angels &.11, ·) climbs 
the steep corner with a roof, to the 
left of Nameless Demons, by John 
Allen and Alec Sharp in April. 
Days of Heaven &.1 0, ... ) is a 
superb route giving varied and 
interesting climbing up the wall on 
the right of the amphitheatre, by 
Alec Sharp, Dan Hare, Pete 
Brashaw in January. 
Days of Heaven-Direct Finish &. 1 0) 
climbs the obvious right facing 
corner that starts half way up the 
wall right of the amphitheatre: by 
Dan Hare and Alec Sharp in 
January. 
Every Pitch Tells A Story(5.10, .. ) is 
an incredible line up the centre of 
the large steep wall high in the 
centre of the cliff; another John 
Allen, Alec Sharp production. 
Got To Get Out Of This Place, 
(5.10) is above the huge roof at the 
lower right side of the cliff at a 
triangular cave with a crack exiting 
out right. 
NamelessDemons(5 .10) 15m 
takes the huge left facing dihedral 
in the amphitheatre: Alec Sharp 
and Pete Brashaw. 
Original Sin (5.1 0) Ith is route 
climbs the steep left leaning corner 
at the lowest point of the rock 
containing Days of Heaven: by Alec 
Sharp and Randy Leavitt. 

Estes Park Area 
Poor weather in the high peaks this 
season has contained most of the 
new route activity to the lower 
cliffs. A host of hard new lines 
being produced by the locals. 
On the Book, five new lines have 
been developed in the Isis-Book of 
the Dead Area, they are steep lines 
on the walls of the Isis chasm. 
Road Kill, 5.10, by Tim Hansen and 
Joe Hladick, a two pitch climb 10 
feet left of Sports Pages. Living 
Dead, 5.11 b, a classic two pitch 
line following the left leaning 
system 30ft. left of Sports Pages, 
by Scott Kimball and Randy 
Joseph. Bill Wylie, Kimball and 
Hansen found Dead Boy, 5.10, a 
first pitch variation to the previous 
route, coming in from the left. 
Flaked Out, 5.9, goes between 
Living Dead and Book of the Dead, a 
long crack for the first pitch, poorly 
protected flakes on the second, 
first ascent by Hansen, Robin Bell 
and Hladick. Alien Touch, 5.11 d, 
by Dan McClure, Billy Westbay and 
Kimball, takes the outside edge of 
the Isis slab, the second pitch 
goes out the roof via a flared finger 
crack and is possibly the most 
difficult roof problem on the ridge 

Above: Carl Lemke topping out on first ascent. It's got me number on it, 5.8, Quartzite crag, Eldorado Canyon. Photo: 
Harrison. 

to date. Two excellent one pitch 
routes have been found right of 
Thinstone. Stretch Marks, 5.1 0+, by 
Kimball and Wylie, and 
Thindependence, 5.11 a fourth of 
July route by Joseph and Hansen. 
On the Bookmark, Skid You Not, 
5.11 b, a bolt protected face climb 
between Melvin's Wheel and Pete's 
Gate, a superb route with a 5.11-
roof on the second pitch, was 
created by Aaron Walters and 
Westbay. On the Bookend, Wylie 
and Joseph produced Labor of 
Lust, 5.11 a, a three pitch, bolt 
protected face climb taking the 
blunt arete left of Sorcerer. 
In the Thin Owls area, Westbay and 
Kimball put up Latch Hand, 5.11 b, 
a thin crack line 150ft. right of 
Collums Arch. Mark Wilford and 
Skip Guerin did the fingernail crack 
20ft. left of Collums Arch, giving 
Seam-Stress, 5.11 c. 
On Sundance, Doug Snively and 
Westbay found a good natural line 
between Mainliner and Sidetrack 
producing five leads, Betweenit, 
5.9. Jeff Lowe and Sandy East took 
a line from the traverse ledge on 
Under The Big Top, the crux is a fist 
crack through the large roof, giving 
Apogee, 5.11 c. 

At The Crags, Westbay, Kimball 
and Carl Harrison found a line on 
Rib Rock Named Gingersnap, 5.9, it 
climbs crack and face to a roof. 
Kimball and Harrison put up 
Interiors, 5.9, 1 50ft. of 
overhanging, left-leaning hand to 
fist crack, and Disarmament, 5.9, a 
fine rope length of face climbing 
capped by a 4 ft. roof. On the 
Shark's fin, Kimball, Wylie and 
Harrison climbed Big Tears, 5.10, a 
left facing dihedral. 
On Piranhna pinnacle, Kimball and 
Harrison discovered an 
overhanging offwidth giving Buns 
Up, 5.9. 
At Deville Three, Westbay, Kimball 
and Harrison put a route in left of 
the original Kor line, it face climbs 
over the prominent roof band to 
give Polycontrast, 5.10. 

Other areas 
On Security Risk Crag, Enemy of the 
People (5.11, •) climbs the wall to 
the left of Security Risk, joining 
Software Reliability at the end of 
the traverse and was done by 
Randy Leavitt. 
Top Security Risk Rock yielded 
many new fine lines. Get Smart 

(5.10. ·) by Leavitt, Hare and Joel 
Schiavone, takes the obvious 
dihedral then crack and small roofs 
to the right of Cross-Fire. On the 
tallest and steepest part of the 
rock, Hot Flyer (5.11 + ... ) follows 
scary corners and triple roofs with 
a second pitch of 5.9 face up an 
arete; Leavitt and Accamazzo. 
Right of Hot Flyer is Capuchino 
(5.1 0+) Harrison, Decker and 
Leavitt. Still further right is 
Espresso, two pitches of 5.1 0+ by 
Rick Accamazzo and Randy Leavitt. 
On Shadow Canyon Cliffs, 
Northwest Overhang (5.11 :) free 
climbs the original aid finish to the 
Northwest Overhang on the 
Maiden: freed by Harrison Dekker, 
Randy Leavitt. 
In Skunk Canyon, Inferno (5 .11, .. ) 
is the free version of the old aid 
route Inferno; climbed by Roger 
Briggs and Jeff Achey in 
September. 
The Grand Parade (5.11 :) is on the 
last ridge past Satan's Slab, done 
by Bob Horan, Randy Leavitt in 
May. 
At Split Rocks, Animal Magnetism 
(5.12) by Randy Leavitt climbs the 
obvious roof crack just up the road 
from the main bouldering area. 
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AUSTRALIA 

Mt. Arapiles 

Once again Mt. Arapiles completely 
dominates the Victorian, indeed 
Australian, scene. Whilst there has 
been no advance in the grades of 
the hardest routes climbed, it has 
been a period of intense 
consolidation. All the hardest and 
boldest routes have been repeated, 
often several times each in only a 
few months, there have been 
unroped solos of 22s and scores of 
impressive new routes in the 22 • 
26 ranges. At the time of writing 
there are 30 grade 25s and seven 
climbs graded 26 or over. 
Perhaps the main reason for this 
considerable activity is that 1981 
is the first year when there have 
been people camping at the cliff all 
the time, including through the 
wettest winter on record. This 
hardy body now almost includes 
several interstate and overseas 
visitors. Indeed, Dennis Kemp 
(U.K.) appears to have been there 
most of the year! 
Whilst Mark Moorhead has been 
by far the most prolific developer 
this year, a large and growing 
number of others have made 
significant contributions, 
particularly young Adelaide climber 
Chris Shepherd who has matured 
into one of the strongest leaders in 
the country. Warwick Baird has 
repeated a number of the hardest 
and boldest routes including the 
third ascent of Yesterday (28) 
(Moorhead led the second ascent) 
and the fearsome Ride Like The 
Wind (26) (second ascent Baird, 
third Moorhead). Another notable 
repeat was Moorhead's ascent of 
the Sorenson/Allen 'Mystery Route' 
Tjuringa Wall, 25. Grade 26 
leaders seem to grow on trees at 
Mt. Arapiles but none is more 
colourful than local country boy 
Malcolm Matheson. Just out of his 
teens, 'Horsham Bruce' . as he is 
known. returned from various 5.12 
leads in Yosemite to repeat a 
number of hard routes including 
Picking Winners (27) and to add a 
few of his own. 
Needless to say, the 'gully era' is 
over at Arapiles and most of the 
latest offerings have ventured on 
the faces 'between the lines' . 
Near the left end of the cliff a short 
new wall, Comic Strip Wall, has 
been developed with some short 
steep routes mainly in the 19 - 21 
bracket. Those involved include 
Moorhead, Jon Muir and Rod 
Young. Nearby, left of l,.ight 
Fingered, Shephered and 
Moorhead found Hunger 24, face 
and crack climbing which was pre
protected with a peg and bolt. In 
the Gilt Edged Gully Shepherd 
found the steep and classy Astral 
Plane 23, also protected with a 
bolt. Nearby, he led Moorhead up 
the very short and strenuous DC-
1O which is just left of Kriptonite 
Krack. There is a fixed wire and a 
rather shifty cairn was used to get 
airborne, so to speak! The same 
pair added the unlikely ·and superb 
Guessing Game on the wall left of 
Wizard of Ice. This grade 23 route 
has a bolt and a peg runner and a 
dramatic traverse. 
DowntoZero25, is a tall person's 
route by Moorhead on the face 
right of Steel Delinquent and has a 
bolt and a fixed wire. Opposite 
Toccata 'Horsham Bruce' climbed a 
little unclaimed line that had been 
aided - White Man 's Country, 22. 

16 

Shepherd solved an outstanding 
problem with his Squealing, 25, 
which takes the bold wall right of 
Squeakeasy; repeated soon after by 
Moorhead. Further right Shepherd 
and Moorhead found the thin face 
route Duck Off, 22. 
On the right side of Central Gully 
Mike Graham (U .S.) climbed the 
much tried problem left of Electric 
Warrior and with a desperate start 
- Another One Bites the Dust, 25. 
Above this, Graham and Moorhead 
started up Windsong and branched 
off left to give the sustained wall 
climb Breezin, 23. In the same area 
Mark Moorhead and John 
Middendorf (U.S.) did a similar 
route, Los Finales, 23, with a fixed 
peg runner. Moorhead and Muir 
later added a Direct Start 24 on 
which a stick was used to place a 
runner. Left of Dreadnought the 
same pair found Intergalactic Space 
Patrol, 23, with its hard start. In the 
same area Moorhead found the 
very overhanging thin crack The 
Great Temptation, 25, and 
Shepherd, Slap Happy, 24, on 
which a hard bolt-protected start 
leads to a nice crack. 
Glenn Tempest reappeared with 
his offering near Morfydd - Master 
Blaster, 24, with a fixed peg. 
Around the corner Moorhead and 
Muir climbed the arete right of 
Ali's - Nursery Rhymes, 25. Left of 
Shoadee, Moorhead climbed the 
bulging wall (bolt runner) for some 
Nostalgia, 22. Shepherd led him up 
the outstanding grey wall left of 
Ore-Wood - Cosmos, 22, is an old 
and bold problem. Right of the 
Fang, Moorhead found Strolling, 
22, with a bolt runner and a Right 
Hand Variant (23, peg runner) to 
this steep and reputedly 
undergraded face climb. 
Placements, 25, is the sustained 
diagonal left of The Fang. 
Shepherd led it after an earlier 
aided ascent. 
Everest Without Oxygen, 22, is Col 
Reece's hard and unlikely variant 
finish to Damp. Just right of this 
Moorhead solved the extremely 
steep old problem - Sonic Boom 
24 (bolt runner) . Rod Young 
powered up the strenuous roof and 
traverse left of Orpheus - Redd 
Tracy, 25. Above, on the Bluffs, 
Shepherd climbed the bulging 
orange wall right of Dancing Days 
to give Tahini, 24. Right of 
Aristocrat, Moorhead and 
Shepherd put up the roof problem 
The Last Laugh, 22. with a bolt 
runner. Further right Moorhead 
and Muir did Moving Pictures, 22, a 
steep wall with a fixed wire right of 
Scorpion Direct Start. Right again, 
the same pair started up Scorpion 
Corner before venturing up the 
right wall with very hard cl imbing -
Imagination, 25. On the other side 
of the Bluffs Moorhead climbed the 
line right of Denim and which has 
an extreme start and a fixed wire -
See you Round, 25. 
Half Life 24 is a variant on the 
second pitch of Fall Out, by 
Shepherd and Young, as is 
Shepherd's Let's Face It, 23. Right 
of this he climbed the seam 
between No Future and Eat More 
Meat - Presence, 24 - to give 
another hard route on Tiger Wall. 
Rod McKenzie and Craig Nottle did 
a Variant, 22, on the second pitch 
of Kaiser. 
On Castle Crag Moorhead freed 
Blow Up, an extremely steep bolt 
ladder, at 25 . He moved left at the 
top. Steppin' Out by Moorhead and 

Shepherd is left of Celeste and has 
pitches of 24 and 22 and a fixed 
wire and bolt. 
Left of Voodoo, Shepherd and 
Moorhead placed a peg runner 
before climbing the very thin crack 
of Nausea, 23. Heaven Scent, 23, 
was done by the same pair left of 
Sound Chaser. It has a fixed wire 
and a hard start, as does Corn 
Flakes, 23, which Moorhead found 
on nearby Ministry Wall, just right 
of Big Brother. 
The impressive back wall of the 
Pharos has yielded another 
exposed and sustained route. 
Shivers, 22. was led by Shepherd 
in two parts, the seconds being 
Moorhead and 'Horsham Bruce' 
respectively. There is a fixed wire. 
In the Pharos Gully Moorhead and 
Muir placed a bolt runner before 
climbing the outrageous looking 
arete right of Spellbinder, to give 
Adios Amigos, 24. Near the foot of 
the Yesterday Gully the left arete of 
White Head had excited some 
interest. Moorhead placed two 
fixed wires and then led it to give 
Shadows and Light, 26, one of the 
hardest routes in the area. Baird 
soon led the second ascent, 
however. 
Just Out of Habit, 23, is a wall by 
Moorhead and Muir in the 'bumbly 
country' right of Tiptoe Ridge. Right 
of Panzer, Moorhead led the 
obvious red wall which proved to 
be steep and strenuous - Amok 
22. He was seconded by Shepherd 
and McKenzie. 
Some of the most dramatic efforts 
of the 'new wave' have been on the 
awesomely smooth walls and 
jutting ceilings of Kitten Wall which 
by any test, offers some of the best 
climbs at this 'cliff of cliffs'. 
Young's Armed Forces is a 
particularly unlikely and strenuous 
roof beween Conception and Cruel 
Brittania. Moorhead repeated it 
without the rest. Right of this, 
Moorhead and Jim Thomas 
climbed the thin wall (bolt runner) 
and strenuous roof to give Cadence 
24. Further right, but before In 
Lieu, Moorhead and Tony Dignan 
combined their shady forces in a 
bit of arboreal jiggery pokery when 
they tided a dead tree to the cliff 
and swarmed up it to get 
underway on Common 
Knowledge. A grade 20 wall 
leads to a truly amazing headwall 
above the roof (23/ 24). 
Shepherd, too, was apparently 
involved in this carpenter's caper. 
In the Northern Group, Shepherd 
and Moohead added an excellent 
second pitch, 23, to Mysteries. For 
years people had been intimidated 
by the seam left of PB. Moorhead 
and Muir finally climbed it at the 
surprisingly 'easy' grade of 23 : 
Impasse. Above Hum Terrace, 
Lincoln Shepherd (brother of Chris 
and leading woman climber Louise 
who recently 'flashed' a number of 
Yosemite 5.12s including Tales of 
Power) placed a bolt runner and led 
High Kicks, 23, an instant classic if 
the number of ascents and layers 
of chalk is any indication. Just right 
of this the ubiquitous Mike Law 
and Charlie Creese (NZ) got their 
hides up the extreme start and 
easier continuation of the 
evocatively named Starlets in Tow, 
25. Short Cut, 23, is fine wall 
climbing and a direct finish to the 
controversial Cut Short; it is the 
work of Moorhead and C. 
Shepherd. The same pair added 
another direct finish (23) on 

Curtain Wall, this time to 
Cliffhanger. A peg runner and fi xed 
wire were placed on th is steep and 
spectacular headwall , the 
appearance of which alone was 
enough to do this correspondent's 
t rousers something of a mischief! 
Right of this, Moorhead and Brian 
Fish (NZ) jammed the roof to give a 
variant finish to No Soft Options -
Psysed23 . 
On Mitre Peak, Moorhead and 
Shepherd found Cayenne, 23, left 
of Walk On. At the fabled Possum 
Rocks they developed a new 
section further up the hill. Here 
they placed a peg runner and 
Shepherd led Moorhead on Hide 
and Seek, 24. a sustained route 
described as the best in the area. 
Shepherd and 'Horsham Bruce' did 
Sidestep, 22, a layback flake and 
Moorhead crossed the ceil ing of 
Hocus Pocus, 23, feet first. 
Up and right of this area Chris 
Baxter and Dave Gairns discovered 
a new outcrop which they called 
Fox Rox and did three routes on. 
Further right, Moorhead and Muir 
did the nice little face climb Slight 
of Hand, 23, in the Deep South, the 
area's northernmost outcrop! 
Whilst most of the routes 
described are single pitches, they 
are hardly slight and in many cases 
the grades would appear to 
represent full value - a factor 
attributable, in part at least, to the 
fitness of the resident activists. 
With Spring upon us, the coming 
of summer holidays and the return 
of Kim Carrigan from 'sorting the 
Porns out' in the U.K. Arapiles is 
unlikely to see a relapse of activity. 

Victoria 
On Mt. Rosea, in the Grampians, 
Shepherd and Tempest scored a 
great coup with their sustained 
multi -pitch climb (23) which starts 
between The Ascension and The 
Prescription. Largely independent, 
it shares the second pitch of Fringe 
Dweller and frees parts of The 
Prescription on its way up one of 
the proudest pieces of rock in the 
state. 

. Queensland 
After leading many of the harder 
U.K. routes it was clear that Kim 
Carrigan would set to work on 
returning to Australia. He started at 
Frog Buttress where he produced 
the country's second 28 with Stand 
in Line - the face and bridging 
problem up the major line right of 
Epic Journey. He also added two 
26's; Future Tense is the face crack 
right of Blood Sweat and Tears and 
Anal Teens is thin face climbing up 
the narrow pillar left of Plummeting 
Pineapple. Paul Hoskins laybacked 
the steep arete right of Clockwork 
Orange Corner to give Modern 
Idiom, 22. Brain Death, 23, is the 
short thin corner right of Tantrum -
by Joe Lynch and Rob Staszewski. 
At Mt. Maroon Carrigan freed the 
way of the original aid line of 
Nympho, 25, to give a continuous 
and sustained lead. 
At Mt. Tibrogargon, Carrigan and 
Hoskins did the third ascent of the 
overhanging and intimidating Out 
of the Blue and Into the Black, 24, 
in 3 ½ hours, removing the aids 
from the roof pitch. 



South Australia 
At Norton Summit, Carrigan and 
Louise Shepherd found Pivoting 
Head24, whichtakesavariant start 
to Grurper, then strikes diagonally 
right across a steep wall. The same 
pair, plus Mike Law, convalescing 
from a hernia operation, found an 
independent line through hostile 
territory left of Grurper: Space to 
Rent, 24 which overhangs 30ft in 
75ft. 
The 'new wave' took their 'annual 
holidays' at Moonarie in the 
Flinders Ranges and, suffice to say, 

BRITISH ISLES 

it wasn't all sandcastles and 
donkey rides. Moorhead and Col 
Reece found Family Holiday 
(pitches of 22, 21) with its scary 
face climbing and roof left of Pine 
Crack. C. Shepherd and Moorhead 
did themselves a mischief on Self 
Abuse, 24, a roof right of Self 
Destruct. The Shepherd brothers 
climbed the strenuous wall below 
Pagoda to give Private Currant, 23. 
Nearby Chris Shepherd led the 
short cave problem Sticky Side Up, 
24, with Paul Hoskins. 
Lost in Space, 23, is another steep 

Scots rock nevvs 
Cairngorms 
On Shelterstone Crag, The Missing 
Link (E2/ 3, 4c, 5a, 5c, 5a) is a 
good often tried route which 
involves using the first two pitches 
of Thor then follows the long 
narrow overlap, below Thor's big 
pitch, to join Pin for the final crack. 
The main pillar has been attempted 
before with considerable use of 
pegs, some of which were used as 
runners on the free ascent by Dave 
Cuthbertson and Derek Jamieson. 
On Creagan a Coire Etchachan, 
Camelot (E2, 5b, 5a) climbs the 
wall between Djibangi before 
climbing close to the arete on the 
final pitch; J . Handren and 
R. Williamson. 
At Stac An Fharaidh, on the east 
flank, A. Taylor and R. Anderson 
climbed a fairly direct line between 
Pushover and Bellows, starting up 
the former before breaking out left, 
to give Nosey Parker (HVS 5a). 
The Tough Brown Face of 
Lochnagar has seen some 
development this summer. 
Out/ands (E3) takes an obvious line 
up the corners above the first pitch 
of Crypt to finish by a difficult crack 
leftwards through the final roofs; 
Willy Todd, Brian Laurie, Dougie 
Dinwoodie. Just left of Mort Bob 
Smith and Dinwoodie have 
climbed the obvious line through 
the downward pointing roof, 
heading for the prominent niche, 
high on the face; E2, but as yet 
nameless. Both routes are of high 
quality. Also on Lochnagar but on 
the Blackspout Pinnacle Dinwoodie 
has climbed the obvious jamming 
crack to the right of Black Spout 
Wall- Drainpipe Crack (E1 / 2) a 
classic. 
At Creag An Dubh Loch Dinwoodie 
and Jim Wyness climbed Raptor 
(E1) an eliminate line left of 
Predator. 
Away from the usual haunts, 
Dinwoodie, a man with a lot of 
time on his hands this summer, 
and Greg Strange, paid a visit to 
the Palate Slabs of Ben MacDhui, 
which overlook the Lairig Ghru 
opposite Corrour Bothy. They 
climbed the Original Route free at 
E1 and produced another route on 
the slabs at E2. 
Across in Coire An't Sneachda on a 
cold day, Dinwoodie and party 
climbed Magic Crack (HVS), a short 
but good route, beside Damnation. 
Away from the mountains, where 
the weather is better, climbing 
initiat_ive is even greater. The 
Etchacan Club are to publish a 
new guide book to the North East 
outcrops. This will include the 

extensive sea cliff climbing north 
and south of Aberdeen, Pass of 
Ballater, Red Craig (Glen Cloua), 
Clachnaben and some smaller local 
quarries. 
Aberdeen can offer sea cliffs 
climbing over a 30-40 mile area 
north and south of the city. Some 
areas, such as at Burghead, are 
much further afield. Visiting 
climbers have not been 
disappointed in the past and, in 
fact, have contributed to the 
development of the area. Just 
south of the city, at Craig Stirling, 
Lean Meat (E3, 5c) the sensational 
and very strenuous overhanging 
crack climbed by Pat Littlejohn, has 
just had its second ascent. Nearby 
on the juggy overhanging walls at 
Newtonhill , Tony Barley led the 
poorly protected classic Acapulco 
(E1 , 5a). North of the city on the 
overhanging prow of Arthur Fowlie, 
Murray Hamilton free climbed the 
old aid route North Crack (E3, 6a) . 
A fine route which deserves a 
better name (Murray?) . Naturally 
Aberdeen climbers have led the 
way with a stream of hard, and not 
so hard routes. The good climbing 
cliffs of the North East are 
scattered along the coast at 
intervals and generally there is not 
the heavy concentration of climbs 
per cliff as there is down south. On 
the other hand, it is an area of low 
rainfall , few climbers, quite a lot of 
good climbs, and there is much to 
be done. Some of these comments 
apply to the Pass of Ba/later. 
The Pass is in fact the Ballater 
bypass which cuts through a 
narrow glen north of Ballater. It is 
well placed for climbers who are 
rained off either Creag an Dubh 
Loch or Lochnagar. Notes for 
climbs in the Pass can be found in 
this years ( 1 981) Scottish 
Mountaineering Club Journal. Since 
then there have been a number of 
good routes. Dinwoodie and Laurie 
climbed the prominent quartz 
crack on the edge of the Buttress 
just right of Pretzel Logic (on Lower 
Tier - Western Section) to give 
Milky Way (E3, 6a) . The initial 
corner was gained from the right 
and was yo-yoed. Of the other 
areas in the guide the Red Craig 
and C/achnaben are delightful 
places to climb. C!achnaben is an 
esoteric gem, a unique hill 20 
miles from Aberdeen w ith a great 
granite wart stuck on its summit. 
The wart' s features are gritstone
like and the jam cracks are like 
plunging your hands into broken 
glass. C/achnaben can be usefully 

wall : left of Asimov, by Shepherd 
and Moorhead. They swapped 
leads on Repertoire, the flake and 
steep face (22) right of GRRC. 
Moorhead also led on the superb 
arete/ flace right of Miles from 
Nowhere: Live and Let Di, 24. 
A number of excellent and 
sustained face climbs were done 
on the imposing Great Wall, 
Shepherd and Hoskins cl imbed 
Hyper Tension with pitches of 23 
and 22 right of Robin Hood. 
Against the Wind has pitches of 23 
and 21 and is left of Rip Off. It was 

climbed by Lincoln Shepherd and 
Eddie 'Procol' Ozols. The same pair 
but with the addition of Chris 
Shepherd found Dry Land with its 
excellent and technical face 
climbing. Finally, Chris Shepherd 
and Hoskins freed Infirmity at 23. 
In the Northern Group Chris 
Shepherd and Moorhead climbed 
Snakes and Ladders, 24, a 
sustained and exhausting corner. 
On nearby Goat Crag the same pair 
climbed I Spy, 24, thin face 
climbing. 
Correspondent: Chris Baxter. 

Above: Scottish climbing isn't all tweeds and whisky. Dave Cuthbertson on 1st 
ascent Lady Charlotte, Cave Crag, Dunke/d. Photo: Pete Hunter. 

visited as a day trip or on retreat 
from the higher hills. 
Would anyone with information on 
new routes, etc., in the area, and 
information on Glen Clova is 
particularly wanted, please contact 
Brian Laurie, 5 Albert Terrace, 
Aberdeen. 

Glencoe 
On the West Face of Aonach Dubh 
the big wall to the left of 
Bannockburn and Trapeze was 
climbed to give Prophet o'f Purism 
(E4/ 5, 6a, 5c, 5a, 5b) by 
D. Cuthbertson and R. Williamson. 
On Freakout Face, Revengence (E5, 
6b, 5c) starts to the right of 
Crocodile, joins Spacewalk and 
climbs the leaning wall to the right 
of these two, with a final pitch up a 
wall/groove just right of the corner 
on Crocodile; D. Cuthbertson, 
M . Lawrence & R. Anderson - an 
earlier attempt on this line ended 
with Cuthbertson taking a 70 foot 
fall when marginal RP placements 
pulled through a crack. On Upper 

Great Gully Buttress a variation start 
was added to Yammay (E2, 5c) by 
M. Hamilton and A. Murray, by 
climbing a crackline 20ft right of 
the normal start. The obvious wide 
crackline on the crag in the gorge 
was climbed by M. Lawrence & 
R. Anderson to give Chariots of Fire 
(HVS 4c). 

EtiveSlabs 
R. Anderson and A. Russell 
followed a line between Big Ride 
and Valkyrie to give Fast 
Approaching (E2, 5b, 5b, 5b, 5a, 
5b) and although, as usual here, 
parts of the route have been 
climbed before, the entire route is 
said to offer good sustained 
climbing. 
Mistaken Identity (E 1, 5a) was 
produced by A. Taylor and R. 
Anderson when the line of Aryan 
was lost after two pitches and 
three new pitches added to provide 
the logical way up this area. The 
following routes described with aid 
in the guidebook are all free, some 
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Above: Alan Taylor on an attempt to free Loki, Shelter Stone crag. The route follows jagged flakes above the climber to reach 
Pin; the pitch is now part of Missing Link (see notes). Photo: Rab Anderson. 

have been so for some time. Taus 
Les Deux, Big Ride, Claw and 
Jaywalk. 

Ardgour 
On the South Face of Great Ridge 
the groove just left of The Pincer 
was climbed by M. Hamilton and A. 
Murray to give Che/a E3, 6a. 

Northern Highlands 
Loch Torridon-Diabaig (reported in 
last SMC Journal) Autumn Romp 
(HVS 5b) climbs a crack above the 
first pitch of Route One and Jeremy 
the Amazing Artistocratic Toad (HS) 
climbs the square buttress right of 
the obvious chimney bottom right 
to top left both by D. Mccallum 
and D. Butterfield. 
At Commingston-Kinloss, Prophet 
was freed by D. McCall um at E2 
5b/c. At Duntelchaig-lnverness, 
Spring Fever (E2, 5c) is the 
overhanging groove right of 
Oracular, Maltese Cross is E2, 5b 
without the slings free, Ash Tree 
Crack is HVS 5b free. all climbed 
by D. McCallum. 
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Glen Nevis 
On Carpark Crag various 
combinations of D. Armstrong, M. 
Hamilton. A. Murray and P. 
Whillance produced the following 
routes. The groove to the right of 
Strip was climbed to give 
Gobstopper Groove (E2, 5b, 5b) the 
crack just right of this gives The 
Mint (E2. 5c, 5b), Quality Street 
(E3, 6a, 5a) free climbs 
Wilhemstrasse till that moves left 
into the jungle and follows a 
groove in an arete to finish up 
slabs; a corner to the right of the 
previous route gives Contrast 
Corner (E2, 5c, 5a) and Black Magic 
(E2, 5b/c) climbs grooves in the 
toe of the buttress right of the 
corner. 
On Pandoras Buttress Tomag was 
freed at E3, 5c/6a and on Styz 
Buttress Black Friday was freed at 
E3/4, 6a - both these by M. 
Hamilton. 
A line up the side wall above Last 
Word on Secretaries was climbed 
by D. Cuthbertson and I. Sykes to 
give Vincent (E2, 5b. 5b, 5b). 
D. Cuthbertson, along with 
D. Jamieson. added the following 

routes on Secretaries, Ring of Fire 
(E4, 6a) climbs the undercut 
groove near the left end of the 
upper buttress side wall; Nameless 
Crag, Risque Grapefruit (E2. 5b/c) 
climbs a groove just left of a slab 
and corner on the left hand face 
and again on Nameless Crag, Les 
Boys (E2, 5b/c) climbs the obvious 
quartzy groove and crack right of 
the chimney. 
On Pinnacle Ridge the wall just left 
of Chalky Wal/was climbed at E3, 
5c and named Soap Suds and on 
High Crag, Sky Pilot (E3. 6b) climbs 
the overhanging wall right of Crag 
Lough Grooves: both these by D. 
Cuthbertson. 
On Double Buttress, A. Taylor free 
climbed Andreas Visit at E3, 6a/b 
and on Hangover Buttress 
E. Webster and E. Grindley freed 
Nuts. 
Some time ago Wee I on Road 
Buttress was freed by M. Hamilton 
at E1, 6a and Autobahnausfahrt on 
High Crag was freed by K. Spence 
and R. Anderson at HVS 6a. 
On Cavalry Crack Buttress, Before 
the Flood (E4, 6a) climbs the fine 
ramp and groove between Versus 

and the Long Crack: Dave 
Cuthbertson. Derek Jamieson. 

Creag Dubh, Newtonmore 

With a new guidebook in the 
pipeline there has been an 
onslaught on the remaining lines -
the guidebook writer being in on 
nearly all routes. 
On Bedtime Buttress (Upper Wall) 
First Offence (E3, 5c) by D. 
Cuthbertson and C. Fraser, climbs 
the edge just left of The Art of 
Relaxation (E3. 5c) by Cuthbertson 
and R. Williamson, which in turn 
follows a line immediately left of 
Case Dismissed. Cadillac, (E3, 5c) 
Cuthbertson and R. Anderson, 
crosses Case Dismissed from the 
right to finish direct. C'est La Vie 
(E2, 5c) climbs into the recess to 
the right of Cadillac and was 
soloed by M. Lawrence. Further 
along Galaxy (E3/4, 6a) by 
Cuthbertson and Lawrence. climbs 
indefinite thin cracks left of Ruff 
Licks. The Ayhatolla (E4, 6a) by 
Cuthbertson, Fraser and R. Kerr, 
climbs the wall left of Muph Dive. 



Above: Dave Cuthbertson on the 1st ascent Acapulco, Creag Dubh. He moved right to the block and above worked left to the 
groove above his head. Photo: Anderson. 

On Waterfall Wall the obvious big 
open corner right of the Waterfall 
was climbed at E2, 5b/ c to give 
Wet Dreams and the big impending 
wall just right ofthisgaveAcapulco 
(E3, 5c) - both by Cuthbertson and 
Anderson. Independence (E2, 5b/ c) 
climbs the wall right of Acapulco 
via the obvious central break in the 
roof; Cuthbertson, Kerr and Fraser. 
Right of this, starting atop the first 
pitch of £par, the roof was climbed 
to reach an obvious quartz streak 
giving Face Values (E2, 5c) : 
Cuthbertson and Anderson . Abseil 
slings for descents off these four 
routes left in place on small tree 
directly above Acapulco. 
Further along, between Waterfall 
Wall and Central Wall, Probe (HVS 
5a) was added to the wall left of 
the first pitch of Line Up and the 
strenuous Silicosis (E3/ 4, 6a, 4c) 
takes the obvious quartz crack to 
the left of the second pitch of Line 
Up, reached by scrambling up the 
gully. On the right of Central Wall 
the wall left of Ticket To Ride gave 
Arch Enemy (E2/ 3, 5b) climbed via 
a rightwards traverse under the 
quartz arch. To the right of Fred at 
the extreme right of Central Wall, 
Featherlite (HVS 5b) climbs the 
wall and roof directly behind the 
pine tree; Goutte d'eau (E 1, 5a) 
follows a line just left of this and 
further along left of Potato, the 

crack/ramp was followed through 
the roof to give Gossamer (HVS 5a) 
- all by Cuthbertson and Anderson. 
On Sprawl Wall, Separations (E2, 
5b) breaks through the roof left of 
Jump So High and climbs the 
bulging quartzy groove right of it; 
Lawrence and Cuthbertson. Further 
left the slanting crack and buttress 
above were follosed to finish up 
Desire giving Jack The Lad (E2, 5b) 
to Cuthbertson and Anderson. Foot 
Loose and Fancy Free (E2/ 3, 5b, 5b) 
climbs the thin groove and open 
corner right of Desire to finish up 
overhanging wall above. Hot To 
Trot (E1, 5a, 5b) by Cuthbertson 
and Anderson, follows a line right 
of and above Gang-Bang, to pull 
over a small roof and traverse left 
under a large roof. 

Dunkeld 
On the Upper Tier, In Loving 
Memory (E5, 6b) climbs the wall 
left of Morbidezza; D. Cuthbertson 
and M. Lawrence. Hoss (HVS, 5a) 
climbs the groove in the wall below 
and left of the Ramp: D. McCall um 
and R. Williamson. On the Lower 
Tier M . Duff and L. Brim ms found 
Secret Affair up the walls left of 
Civer (HVS 5a). 
With the new route potential 
grinding almost to a halt at nearby 
Dunkeld the Birnam Slate Quarry 
has been the focal point of activity 

in this area. On the right as the 
Quarry is entered, a thin crackline 
was unearthed and climbed by D. 
McCallum, R. Anderson and J. 
Handren to give Spandau Ballet 
(E2, 6a) repeat ascents confirming 
its quality. Soft Shoe Shuffle (HVS 
5a) climbs a line immediately left 
of Raspberries, traversing into this 
higher up, and was put up by 
D. McCallum and J. Handren. M. 
Duff and A. Russell climbed a loose 
and dangerous line right to left 
above the cave to give Just 
Gentlemen (E2, 5b) and the 
obvious right slanting fault 
between this and Soft Shoe Shuffle 
was climbed by M. Duff, 
D. McCall um, L. Brimms and 
C. Barlow to give Pulse (E2, 5b) 
good but flakey. Desmond Decker 
(E2/ 3, 5b) gives good climbing up 
the headwall above Counting Out 
Time with a first pitch just right of 
this, and was cleaned and climbed 
by D. McCallum and R. Anderson. 
The girdle traverse Fringe Benefits 
(E3, 6a) climbs the first pitch of 
Desmond Decker and traverses 
across to the cave with some thin 
moves reaching Atomic, 
D. McCallum, A. Russell and R. 
Milne. Atomic has been freed at 
E2, 5c by D. McCallum and A. 
Russell and repeat ascents of 
Raspberries confirm that it should 
be downgraded to E2, 5b. 

Other areas 
In Glen Lednock at Eagle Crag - the 
obvious wide diagonal crack was 
climbed by K. Spence and 
J. McKenzie at E3, 5c. Diamond 
Cutter (E2, 5c) climbs the crack left 
of the previous route to reach and 
finish up a smooth groove, by the 
same party. 
In Ratho Quarry, Doomed Oasis (E1, 
5a/ b) by P. Hunter and K. Spence, 
climbs the right of two cracks right 
of Godzilla. Diverticulitis (E3, 6a) 
climbs a corner on the west wall 
and Pettifers Wall (E3, 5c/ 6a) 
climbs the groove capped by a 
small overhang on the right side of 
west wall - both by P. Hunter and 
W. Jeffreys. Ourobourous's 
Eliminate(E1 / 2, 5b) climbs the 
direct start and finishes right from 
the top of the flake; Up the Creak 
(HVS 5b) follows a line just left of 
previous route - both by Hunter 
and Spence. 
At Johnstone Quarry, outside 
Glasgow, Toms Crack (E2, 5c) is 
the obvious thin crack: Dave 
Cuthbertson, Tom Prentice. The 
roof and quartz seam close to the 
right end of the wall, was climbed 
by Dave Cuthbertson and Rab 
Anderson to give Face Value (E2, 
5b/ c). 
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Climbing is charader building 
Second of 4 fallacies 
by Peter Donnelly 

Origin 
Although the belief that climbing is character 

building is usually associated with Outward 
Bound and theoutdooreducationmovement, the 
idea is actually much older. Theoriginofthe belief 
may be found in the concept of mens sana in 
corpore sano - a healthy mind in a healthy body. 
The concept derives from ancient Greece, and 
particularly from the ideas of Plato and Aristotle 
regarding'rational man' and mind-body dualism. 
Both mind and body were considered to be of 
equal importance,and Athenian education placed 
an equal emphasis on intellectual and physical 
pursuits. In the words of Plato: "Any defect of 
psyche or soma is the occasion of the greatest 
discord and disproportion in the other." 

Like may Greek ideals the concept of dualism 
was revived during the Renaissance and found its 
best expression in the education of the 'compleat 
gentleman'. Dualistic thinking was developed by 
de Montaigne during the 16th century and 
Descartes during 17th: de Montaigne in particular 
influenced English educational writers. Richard 
Mulcaster (the first Headmaster of Merchant 
Taylor's School) and Roger Ascham both pro
posed a fully-rounded education for young 
gentlement emphasizing intellectual, cultural 
and physical pursuits. 

These ideals were often thwarted because of 
ecclesiastical control of education and emphasis 
upon Classical studies. Philosophers during the 
Age of Enlightenment, such as Locke and 
Rousseau, were still calling for a more modern 
and comprehensive educational curriculum, and 
Locke introduced his essay, Some Thoughts 
Concerning Education, with the words: "A Sound 
Mind ina Sound Body, isa short, but full Descrip
tion of a Happy State in this World" But it was 
Rousseau's educational theories, developed in 
Emile and Considerations on the Government of 
Poland, that first expressed the modern idea of 
sport as a character building agent. ' 

Although the theories were not deliberately 
adopted in Britain (except in a few schools), their 
impact was behind the growth of organized sport 
in the British public schools in the mid
Nineteenth Century. As McIntosh has noted, "the 
growth of organized games and the cult of 
athleticism at Public Schools quickly made 
character-training its raison d'etre and showed 
how, forone section of society At least, sport could 
be used to accustom boys 'to common action and 
to stir up emulation' and to promote national 
solidarity and patriotism."1 Character building 
reached its peak of expression in Britain, and 
subsequently in America and the 'Empire', in the 
tenets of 'muscular Christianity'. "The essential 
elements of this gospel were that physical activity 
and sports (especially team games) contributed 
towards the development of moral character, · 
fostered desirable patriotism and that such partici
pation and ensuing virtues were transferable to 
other situations and/or later life (such as from 
playground to battlefield)."2 

I argued in the previous article ("Climbing is 
Non-Competitive," Mountain 81) that modern 
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climbing has its origins in the mid-Nineteenth 
Century, and that it developed in the same social 
climate that led to the growth of organized sport in 
general. As such, it became imbued with all of the 
same moral qualities as other sports, although 
contemporary climbers may have felt that it was 
doubly blessed. The first bonus was that character 
was presumed to be forged by struggle, challenge, 
hardship, cooperative effort and conquering 
adversity, climbing involved all of these 
properties to excess. The second was that 
climbing had the extra benefit of reflecting the 
popular Romantic movement Not only was their 
sport endowed with moral qualities, but the fact 
that climbers were communing with natureadded 
spiritual qualities to climbing. 

With the development of psychology toward 
the end of the Nineteenth Century, several 
theories were produced that appeared to confirm 
what everyone wanted to believe - that play (and 
consequently, games and sports) were good for 
you. Gulick and Hall's 'recapitulation theory' 
proposed that all individuals were born with a 
series of flaws that could only be eradicated 
through play, and Spencer's 'surplus energy 
theory' proposed the hydraulic properties of 
energy - energy that was not expended through 
work was presumed to build up in the individual 
until it had to be released. Although both theories 
have now been discredited3 they were 
instrumental in founding the persistent belief that 
sport or play could be employed to control 
juvenile delinquency. The 'surplus energy theory' 
in particular argued that surplus energy that was 
not expended through play would be expended in 
a more anti-social manner. 

Thus, sport was now endowed with character
healing properties in addition to character 
building since it was presumed to have the ability 
to eradicate undesirable behaviour patterns. With 
little more than hearsay evidence to support the 
view that sport could control delinquency, sport 
became an essential part of the curriculum at 
Borstal schools, remand homes and the like. 
More recently, the Wolfenden Committeereport4 

supported the view that the provision of sport 
facilities might help to decrease juvenile crime, 
and in 1965 the establishment of the Sports 
Council was justified, in part, on the basis of the 
ability of sport to reduce delinquency. Climbing 
became involved in this movement when 
Outward Bound and other outdoor education 
establishments began to run courses for young 
offenders. 

But it is the claims of'Outward Bounders' and 
outdoor educators regarding the character 
buildingeffectsofclimbingthatisofmostconcem 
here. While it is clear that most such claims derive 
from these individuals, it is also clear that Kurt 
Hahn and other leaders of the Outward Bound 
movement have been rathercarefulaboutmaking 
character building claims. Founded in an attempt 
to promote the survival of young merchant 
seamen who were shipwrecked during the Second 
World War, the physically demanding regimen of 
Outward Bound may be seen primarily as an 

equivalent to army basic training. The increased 
survival rate of young seamen who had 
undergone Outward Bound training may have 
resulted from improved physical fitness. 

However, Outward Bound was derived from 
the educational theories of Kurt Hahn and the 
courses were presumed to promote mental as well 
as physical toughness. Hahn proposed that the 
physical challenges led to self discovery, and that 
young men who had been raised in relatively 
sheltered environments invariably found that 
they were capable of undergoing a great deal more 
stress than they would have thought possible. The 
insights were presumed to increase self 
confidence. But Hahn rarely went further than 
these limited claims and was concerned about the 
carry-over value of the process of self discovery. 
"Outward Bound can ignite - that is all - it is for 
others to keep the flame alive."5 

Despite these rather limited claims, Outward 
Bourid staff members have frequently been 
heard to make far more exaggerated claims 
regarding the character building objectives of 
Outward Bound, and the administrative officers 
of the movement have not been averse to 
disseminating publicity hand-outs (including 
reprints of articles favourable to Outward 
Bound) that make a number of character 
building claims. For example: "the young man 
finds that his potential capabilities are far greater 
than he imagined, and this discovery in tum 
helps to increase his self-confidence: In life, 
thereafter, he is seldom satisfied with anything 
less;"6 "Outward Bound . . . builds leadership 
through experience;"7 "The spend h9ur after 
hour ... developing leadership ... most boys 
come away with heightened self-confidence and 
responsibility;"8 ''We believe that when the 
average youngster learns how excellent he can 
be, he won't settle for being less;"9 " ... guys 
develop a different attitude towards overcoming 
obstacles, an attitude that carries over in their 
entire life;" 10 ''We look to Outward Bound to 
instill in our future managers the traits we can't 
foster in regular training - maturity, character, 
confidence, the will to succeed, and an addiction 
to excellent." 11 

Since there have been no studies of the long
term effects of participating in an Outward 
Bound course, these amount to little more than 
personal opinions. And yet, they are repeated so 
often and with such an air of authority that they 
attain the status of a proven fact. In addition, they 
have been adopted by many of the Outward 
Bound look-alikes, often in a more exaggerated 
form. For example: "Outward Bound-type 
programs create a situation where 
participants can develop strengths, skills, and 
self-understanding within groups that will help 
them to function more effectively in society;"12 

"By attempting a graduated series of activities 
which involve physical or emotional risk . .. a 
student may begin to develop true self-esteem;" 13 

"QUEST enables participants to: Express values 
and actions characteristic of responsibility, 
leadership, self-confidence, trust, loyalty, 

-



Right: What the Victorians saw in mountaineering, 
the combination of beauty and effort. Jim Wilkins 
on the summit of Mt. Troublemint, Mint Glacier 
Cirque, Alaska. Photo: Dwight Kroll. 

ingenuity, fitness initiative, self-discipline, 
sensitivity; Evaluate one's personal goals of 
living wd modify them as needed; 
Communicate, cooperate, share, and become 
personally involved with other people."14 

Although these statements have their origin 
in the ancient Greek concept of dualism, and its 
Renaissance revival, the idea of character 
building first became popular with sportsmen 
and educators during the Nineteenth Century as 
an attempt to rationalize the essentially trivial 
activity of sport and play. So important did the 
ideal of 'muscular Christianity' became as it 
"successfully merged athleticism, patriotism, 
and religion into a palatable philosophy for 
Britain and the W estem World in the second-half 
of the nineteenth-century,"15 that it is now con
sidered to have played a major part in the growth 
of the British Empire. Once psychology was able 
to 'demonstrate' the necessity of play for normal 
child development, and sport was adopted as a 
means for the control of delinquency, the idea of 
character building became fully established. The 
idea has persisted because rationalization is still a 
major problem for sport. In modem times when 
accountability is a by-word and objectives are 
necessary to justify all educational curricular, it is 
not enough to allow children and young adults to 
enjoy physical pursuits for fun. They must be 
shown to have long-term beneficial effects. 

Validity 
If character building is an inevitable 

consequence of sport participation in general, 
and climbing in particular, then it ought to be 
measurable. In order to measure it the terms 
have to be defined in some manner, and then 
used to test the proposition (SPORT -
CHARACTER). The causal arrow indicates that 
sport affects character in some manner, in this 
case a positive manner since character building is 
presumed to be beneficial. In order to test the 
proposition 'sport' and 'character' must be 
defined in a measurable form. Sport may be 
defined as sport participation, which may be 
measured as energy output or as hours of 
participation. Character is more difficult. Do we 
base our measurements on character references 
from teachers, vicars, employers, or do we 
employ some more objective instrument such as 
a personality test? The latter is usually preferred. 

Once measurements are made we may model 
our results as follows : 

SPORT 
PARTICIPATION 

HIGH 

LOW 

CHARACfER 

GOOD BAD 

~ 
In order to determine which individuals should 
be placed in each of the cells in the model a 

number of subjective decisions must be made. 
Firstly, some arbitrary cut-off point is necessary 
in order to determine high or low sport 
participation. Then, some determination must 
be made regarding what is meant by a 'built' 
character. In other words, the researcher must 
subjectively distinguish between 'good' or 
socially approved character traits and 'bad' or 
negative character traits. Once the decisions have 
been made there are four possible results: A) 
High sport participation/'good' character; 8) 
High sport participation/'bad' character; C) Low 
sport particpation/'good' character; and D) Low 
sport participation/'bad' character. If the 
proposition is supported then all, or at least the 
majority, of those with high sport participation 

will fall into Cell A, while those with low sport 
participation will fall into Cell D. 

Clearly, such results would be patently untrue 
and it would be ridiculous to expect them. We 
would be far more likely to find an equal number 
of individuals in each cell. The premise behind 
such a study is incorrect because socially 
approved character traits may derive from many 
other sources. But this rather specious example 
was presented for two reasons. Firstly, no one 
who is making character building claims for sport 
or climbing ever gives the impression that a 
desirable character may derive from other 
sources. And secondly, the example 
demonstrates a number of the problems of 
definition that exist in this type of research, 
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particularly the subjective decisions that must be 
made. 

A far more reasonable manner in which to 
determine the long-term effects of sport on 
character is to conduct a longitudinal study (in 
which observations or measurements are made 
over an extended period of time) of two matched 
groups - ope involved in sport and the other not. 
Ideally such studies would begin before 
individuals became involved in sport and 
continue long after participation had ended, but 
this is perhaps too much to hope for. It is perhaps 
not surprising that very few studies of this type 
have been conducted since the results might 
destroy a major rationale for the conduct of 
organized sport programmes. While there are no 
examples from climbing or other outdoor 
pusuits, two examples from other sports will 
suffice to indicate the type of results that are 
obtained. 

Seymour16 employed a sample of 10-12 year
old boys, half of whom played organized 
baseball. The boys completed personality tests 
both before and after the season. While the boys 
who played baseball were considered to have 
slightly more 'desirable' traits before the season 
began, there was little change in either group at 
the conclusion of the season. In a more extensive 
study, Werner and Gottheil 17 examined a large 
group of West Point (U.S. Military Academy) 
cadets over a period of four years. On entering the 
Academy, 456 cadets were given a personality 
test and also classified as 'athletes' or 'non
athletes' based on their past experience in sport. 
All cadets are obliged to participate in organized 
sport as a part of their course of study. Four years 
later, before graduation, the cadets were given 
the same personality test. The researchers 
concluded that the 'non-athlete' group "was not 
found to change in personality structure ... to a 
greater extent than the 'athletes' (nor) in a 
different pattern than did the 'athletes' . .. so as 
to become more like hthe 'athletes'." 18 

While there is some evidence to support the 
idea of an 'athletic personality', and even 
stronger evidence to indicate that those involved 
in high risk sports may have a similar personality 
type, there is no evidence to support the 
contention that the sport itself has a major effect 
on an individual's personality. While there are 
obvious problems with the use of personality 
tests as a measure of 'character', one must 
conclude at this point that it is highly likely that 
those who become involved in sport have already 
had their characters 'built'. But what is this 
character type that is so highly admired, and to 
which the character builders would like us to 
aspire? In other words, how do the claims of the 
character builders in climbing compare with 
reality? If climbing, and other high risk sports, are 
able to inspire such positive character traits then 
the leading participants in these sports should be 
exemplars of the traits. 

Unfortunately, as is often the case, the true 
picture appears to fall far short of the image. The 
first evidence comes from psychiatrists who have 
frequently attributed pathological motivations to 
participants in high risk sports. Ogilve 19 has 
summarized these as follows: 

1) Counter-phobic reactions in which the 
individual continually exposes himself to 
situations that provoke, at an unconcious level, 
the greatest psychological or physical fears. 

2) Fear displacement, in which the fear
provoking object or situation is denied by 
redirecting behaviour toward less threatening 
objects or situations. 
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3) Dangerous behaviour which is a 
manifestation of unconscious feelings of 
inadequacy, disguised or blocked from awareness 
by acting at a conscious level in some super
masculine overt form. 

4) The psychopathic personality acting out a 
dangerous activity. This is seen as a reflection of 
basically immature, shallow contact with reality. 

5) Trying to prove omnipotence, superiority, 
sexual adequacy, or masculinity. 

6) The unconscious death wish, perhaps the 
most frequently reported causal factor, in which a 
constant flirtation with danger is interpreted as a 
means of seeking temporary relief from 
(constantly nagging) unconscious impulses (to 
die). 

In a more recent Freudian view of climbing, 
the author feels that mountains symbolize both 
the father's penis and the mother's body.20 

Climbing itself is pictured as the mastery of 
unresolved anxiety resulting from the infantile 
castration complex. At best these views represent 
little more than personal opinions couched in 
psychiatric mumbo-jumbo. Climbing is 
apparently dangerous, climbers climb 
voluntarily so there must be something wrong 
with them. It is probably a reflection of the robust 
mental health of most climbers that they find 
these views both ludicrous and hilarious. 

The two personality studies of climbers that I 
know of appear to present a far more accurate 
picture in that I recognize climbers that I know 
from the trait descriptions. While this may do 
nothing more than validate the particular 
personality test involved (Cattell's Sixteen 
Personality Factor Questionnaire), it does 
indicate that traits may be measured and that 
certain generalizations may be made about 
climbers. Jackson21 conducted the most 
complete study with a sample of28 hard men, 30 
instructors, 30 weekend climbers, 30 hill walkers 
and 30 non-climbers. As expected, the hard men 
had the most distinct trait profiles and these 
diverged through the sub-samples to the non
climbers. 

Gray summarized Jackson's results as follows: · 
"The picture of a top climber emerges as one who 
is socially withdrawn, cautious and retiring in 
social interaction, and preferring one or two close 
friends to large groups. Socially they are not bold, 
nor are they abundant in emotional response. 
They are very self-sufficient, like to make their 
own decisions, are highly competitive and 
aggressive in their chosen area of activity, very 
assertive in this field, and resourceful."22 In 
addition, they were found to be "evaders of rules" 
and "disregarders of authority," "expedient," 
"casual," highly intelligent, "critical and cool," 
somewhat irresponsible regarding obligations 
and "often lacking in the type of effort needed for 
group work and cultural demands." Hardman's23 

results, drawn from his larger study of the 
personalities of athletes, of 10 'Club standard' 
( weekend) climbers tended to confirm Jackson's 
finding and the fact that the traits were not held 
so strongly below the level of the top hard men. 

Ogilvie employed a battery of personality tests 
(including Cattell's) to obtain profiles of race 
drivers, sport parachutists and aerobatic pilots in 
the United States. His results are remarkably 
similar to Jackson's and tend to confirm the view 
that there is a high risk sport personality. The 
profiles again indicate intelligence, autonomy 
(they "have slight regard for the advice and 
counsel of others"), decisiveness and 
assertiveness, social and emotional detachment, 
and "a decided trend toward disorganization, 
increased needs for nonconformity, rebellion 

against routine, and an essential need for varied 
and different experiences. Social rebellion and a 
rather broad rejection of traditional standards 
suggest that these competitors are highly 
selective with respect to the social customs they 
choose to honor." Ogilvie also notes 
"adaptability", "resourcefulness," "a very low 
level of anxiety," "a strong sense of reality," and 
·'a high degree of emotional control."24 

The limitations of personality tests are 
apparent in that two very distinct traits of 
climbers, that climbers themselves recognize, 
are missing from the profiles. While the profiles 
hint at ego strength, they do not really get at the 
actual conceit of climbers. ''The mountaineer 
and the rock-climber have alwaxs regarded 
themselves (whether consciously or 
unconsciously is unimportant here) as forming 
an elite, men set apart from the herd, men with a 
different, better set of values than those who 
have never done the Brenva route, never wanted 
to set foot on 'Cloggy', or even (for the elite 
excludes no one with the right ideas) the simpler 
routes up the Idwal Slabs or to the summit of 
Carnedd Dafyd ... "25 

The conceit, or at least feelings of superiority 
and self confidence, may derive from a number 
of sources. The first is a natural confidence that 
seems to exist in all sportsmen and women who 
are fit and who experience success. The second 
source may be the symbolic superiority 
associated with sports such as sky diving, hang 
gliding and climbing wherein one is able to 'look 
down' on non-participants. This feeling may be 
reinforced as a rationalization for what are 
essentially 'absurd' activities in which the 
potential losses appear to far exceed any apparent 
gains. A third possibility is the feeling of being 
different because one is engaged in an activity 
that might terrify the average individual, a feeling 
that is reinforced by non-climbing relatives and 
acquantances who often make statements such 
as, ''I don't know how you do that," or, ''Have you 
really been up there?" 

Finally, the problems of daily life tend to take a 
different perspective once one has become an 
active climber. Placing oneself in a position of 
risk each time one climbs has the effect of 
changing one's values - the climbing, the 
challenge, self-testing and apparent risk all 
combine to give the impression that one is really 
living. Having been to the 'edge', climbers tend 
to adopt a hedonistic attitude, to enjoy life to the 
fullest, and to have not patience with everyday 
concerns that do not involve life and death. The 
feeling of superiority is supported when they see 
others expending a great deal of time and energy 
in the 'rat race', dealing with problems that now 
appear to be inconsequential to the climber. This 
final source of conceit eventually leads to that 
other trait of climbers that does not appear in the 
personality tests - fatalism. 

Even though the basic self-sufficiency of 
climbers ensures that mistakes are guarded 
against, risks are calculated, and protection is 
employed wherever possible when it is felt to be 
necessary, each climber occasionally takes risks 
( e.g., making moves that are poorly protected, 
making irreversible moves, using loose holds, 
etc.). The frequency with which such risks are 
taken is often the difference between hard men 
and other climbers, and fatalism is often a means 
of rationalizing such risks. Soldiers (with 
references to the ' bullet that has one's name on 
it') and others involved in high risk occupations 
and avocations are aware, either consciously or 
unconsciously, that each involvement in their 
particular activity may be the last. While ego may 



be the cause of the deliberate risks that are taken, 
fatalism becomes a last resort to deal with the 
imponderables, the uncontrollable dangers of 
climbing. 

While these profiles do not exactly represent 
individuals who may be described as 'anti-social', 
they certainly do not represent the character 
builders' ideal type. But the idea persists, largely 
as a result of statements of the ''I'm a changed 
person" type made by individuals who have been 
through Outward Bound types courses. These 
statement become condensed into supporting 
'evidence' for the courses: "Over 500 British 
firms send employees to Outward Bound courses 
in Great Britain . . . For some reason, employees 
returning from Outward Bound courses have 
increased powers of observation, better choice of 
associates, a wiser use of free time, and 
apparently intensified qualities of self
confidence coupled with humility."26 

The three basic claims of the 'character 
builders' may be summarized as follows: 1) 
Climbing (and other activities) develops socially 
desirable character traits; 2) These character 
traits are persistent long after the completion of a 
course; 3) These character traits diffuse to all 
aspects of a person's life. Since no empiracal 
evidence exists to support any of the claims, and 
since the claims are so persistent, how do they 
originate? Apart from the basic origins noted 
previously, there are a number of social factors 
that contribute to maintain the claims. The first is 
the feeling that overcoming hardships, trials, 
fear, etc., is good for you. Even involuntary 
circumstances such as the loss of a job or a 
divorce are considered to be 'growth' 
experiences in retrospect- voluntary undergoing 
difficult circumstances must be beneficial (why 
would we bother, otherwise?). 

This feeling is linked to cultural expectations 
regarding the character building effects of 
outdoor education courses. So widespread has 
the publicity been that anyone embarking on a 
course knows that they are expected to come out 
a different person. The natural good_feeling that 
results from a period of healthy living during 
which one may have done certain things that one 
might not have considered previously, when 
combined with the fact that people expect one to 
be different, leads to a type of self-fulfilling 
prophecy and individuals leaves the courses 
making all the right noises. One study found 
positive attitude changes in a group who had 
been through an Outward Bound course when 
compared with a control group. 27 But attitudes 
typically have a very low correlation with actual 
behaviour, and holding positive attitudes is no 
more meaningful than making the right noises 
( e.g., closet racists may hold positive attitudes 
regarding integration). Another study showed a 
reduced recidivism rate one year after a group of 
juvenile delinquents had been through an 
Outward Bound course 28 which may indicate 
that there is a certain halo effect, but whether this 
persists beyond one year is unknown. 

Another source of the claims might be the fact 
that all experiences that we undergo tend to 
change us, to add to our selves. If these 
experiences are particularly concentrated or 
stressful as in war, or an outdoor education 
course, we are conscious of them for some time 
afterwards. But whether these experiences can 
lead to changes in basic personality patterns after 
childhood is highly questionable. One source of 
these experiences is the people that we 
encounter and with whom we interact - which 
leads to the spanner in the works, instructors. 

In Jackson's personality study of climbers the 

professional instructors proved to be much more 
akin to the non-climbing group than any of the 
climbers. "Along with non-climbers they showed 
themselves to be adaptable, uncompetitive, 
more concerned about other people, easier to get 
along with then other climbers ... Climbing 
instructors also showed themselves to be placid, 
confident and serene, free thinking, liberal and 
analytical."29 Since most instructors come from 
the ranks of climbers, and many were quite good 
climbers, it is difficult to explain such a markedly 
different personality profile. Several possibilities 
present themselves. It may be that the traits 
assessed for climbers are unstable and a 
different set of traits become apparent as the 
individual moves into the role of instructor. It 
may be that instructors never possessed the 
characteristics typical of other climbers. Or, most 
likely, it is possible that the test is prone to 'social 
desirability'. That is, the instructors were able to 
answer the questions in a manner that presented 
themselves most favourably. Even a 
combination of all three is possible, but if 
instructors function as role models for their 
students, and they do actually see themselves in 
this light, then a certain amount of modelling 
may occur. But again, the question of how 
persistent the changes are is unanswered. 

The validity of the claims for the character 
building effects of climbing may be summarized 
in the title of an article by Ogilvie and Tutko -
"Sport: If You Want To Build Character, Try 
Something Else."30 The authors concluded that 
athletes were either very like individuals who 
excel in other fields, or were psychologically 
damaged people. The latter view results from the 
belief that success in sport may be, "ego-inflating 
beyond any practical reality of the situation, and 
is generally damaging to personality 
development."31 It is perhaps fitting to conclude 
with a statement made by Jack Longland some 
years ago: ''The ability to play well shows nothing 
except certain skills of coordination of mind and 
muscle."32 

Effects 
The belief that climbing is character building 

may have three basic effects. Firstly, if climbers 
actually delude themselves into thinking that 
climbing is making them into better persons, that 
can only add to their arrogance, their already 
inflated egos. Climbers may be different, but it 
would be difficult to justify the fact that they are 
'better'. 

More serious is the fact that character build.ing 
is employed as a rationale, a justification for the 
development and expansion of outdoor 
education programmes. If such programmes 
need to be justified on the basis of such tenuous 
claims, then their whole educational basis should 

While there are many individuals who, in the 
social circumstances of a course, can actually be 
led ( driven?) to overcome their fears and find that 
they are capable of doing things that they never 
dreamed of, there are others who feel 
constrained to leave the course feeling like 
failures because they were unable to meet the 
demands of the course. 

Survival of the fittest is, of course, all too often 
a fact of life, but should we deliberately create 
circumstances in which certain individuals are 
forcibly shown that they lack courage, skill and 
endurance, or, where a 'patrol' system is in effect, 
that they have 'let the side down'? Those 
individuals who refuse to engage in certain 
activities in the face of enormous social pressures 
may actually show more courage than those who 
comply. But they are never made to feel that way. 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN ICE 
by Glenn Randall 

Ice climbers - serious ones, that is, those who 
have to go ice-climbing more than once a winterto 
realize just how nasty it really is out there - areas 
rare in the Rockies as frozen waterfalls in July, at 
least compared to their rock-dimbing brethren. 
Come winter, most rock climbers retire their EBs 
in favor of down booties, not double boots. And 
even the ice-climbers themselves might laugh if 
you asked why they ventured into that co Id, steep 
world. 

"I've often wondered about the sanity of the 
idea, when I'm up there freezing my fingers," said 
Boulder climber Mike Mungor. "It's real scary." 

No scarier than Scottish ice, to be sure. But 
scary enough to satisfy, as the stories behind four 
of the most beautiful and difficult ice climbs in the 
Rockies will show. 

In Colorado's San Juan Mountains, near the 
historic gold-mining town of Telluride, is a 
delicate, 400-foot falls named Brida !veil. Jeff 
Lowe, in The Ice Experience, called it, "Colorado's 
hardest, finest, most consistently well-frozen 
waterfall". He may be prejudiced, for in January, 
1974, Lowe and Mike Weis made the first ascent. 

"We had no idea if the thing was even 
climbable," Lowe said. "For two weeks before the 
daytime highs had been about 15 below. There 
were these ice overhangs that hadn ' t filled in very 
well, and the ice was brittle. We didn't know it, but 
it usually fills out a lot more later in the season." 

The ice was so hard that Lowe and Weis could 
only drive their Salewa screws in halfway. Placing 
the screw fractured what ice the shaft did 
penetrate. " If anyone fell, we figured we'djust go 
for the ground," Lowe said. 

Despite the scanty protection, the first two 
pitches went well. Then Weis tackled the crux: an 
overhanging 20-foot wall of poorly welded icicles, 
capped by a three-foot ice overhang with giant 
icicles dripping from the lip. Weis found one 
shaky screw placementjust beneath the overhang. 
Lowe described what happened next: 

"He broke off the lower parts of the icicles and 
stemmed out backwards using the stumps. He 
couldn't kick his front points in at all or he would 
have lost the stumps of the icicles completely. He 
got out to the lipoftheoverhangseveral times and 
came back because he was too blown to pull over. 
The screw wasn't good for protection and 
wouldn't have stopped a fall . I was trying to take 
pictures at the same time, but there wasn't much 
protection between us and mostly I was minding 
the rope." 

After resting briefly from the screw, Weis 
stemmed out for his third try. This time he found 
placements before his strength fled and clawed 
over the roof. 

"To follow was everything I could do," Lowe 
said. "In fact, it was more than lcoulddo - Ithinkl 
got a Ii ttle tension from Mike, which I was grateful 
for. It's still the hardest pure ice pitch I've ever 
done. It totally blew both our minds." 

That same month saw the first ascent of the 
Rigid Designator, a column of vertical ice I 10 feet 
high near the ski-resort of Vail, Colorado. Bob 
Culp called the Designator "the largest chunk of 
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ice of that angle I'd ever seen. That winter it had 
filled in just like a wall. I've never found another 
climb with that long a stretch of vertical and near
vertical ice in Colorado." Culp eventually led the 
fi rstascent, but not beforeanotherpairofhopefuls 
had a near-disaster the week before. 

After a two-hour drive from Boulder, Brad 
Johnson and Bruce Adams skied in the half-mile 
to the climb. Adams took the lead, but he had 
gained only 20 feet when he stopped, cursing. The 
pick of his alpine hammer had broken. 

" I don't want to have anything to do with it!" he 
shouted, and came back down. As Johnson tells 
the story: 

I 
\ 
I 

\ \ 

\ 

"I didn't want to go back after driving all that 
way without trying it, so I went up. I was so naive 
about climbing ice that I didn't have any wrist 
loops on my tools, no tape, just bare wooden 
shafts and shoulder slings. I was so scared I spent 
two hours climbing thefirst60 feet and put in most 
ofmy eight screws. 

" I had only two screws left with 50 or 60 feet to 
go. I realized that to make it safely I had to start 
running it out. I went20 feet, placed a screw, went 
15 feet and tried to place another. I had been up 
there three hours. I was running out of strength 
rapidly. My tools started coming out My 
crampons started coming out I had only 15 feet to 



Left: Peter Metcalfe rappelling thefou'rth pitch of 
Stairway to Heaven. Photo: Randall. Right: 
Bridalveil Falls, near Telluride, Colo. Photo by 
Greg Lowe. 

go. I didn't have the strength to stay up there and 
place that last screw. Everything was popping out 
I was really getting desperate. 

" I'm going to fall off! I yelled to Bruce. He 
replied very calmly, "Just relax, Brad, just relax.' 
But I didn't have the strength to hang on any 
longer. As I fell over backwards I made one last, 
desperate lunge at the ice with my ice hammer. I 
didn't even have the strength to hang onto the 
handle any more - !just let go. I was prepared to 
take a grounder from 90 feet up. I didn't think the 
last screw would hold. 

"Next thing I knew, I was hanging from the 
shoulder sling, slowly being strangled. I got my 
terrordactyl in and my last screw. I was shaking 
really bad,just freaked. Then I flipped the sling of 
my alpine hammer. It immediately fell right out 
All Bruce could say was that he was awed I could 
hang on to wooden shafts for 31h hours." 

Johnson lowered off and went home. A week 
later Bob Culp led the first ascent, belayed by Paul 
Lessig. The ice itself went smoothly, but the top of 
the icicle was a mixture of air, ice and powder 
snow. "I had a hard time getting off," Culp recalls. 
"I was climbing through tree roots and bushes. It 
was harder than the actual climbing." 

Colorado is synonymous with mountains; 
Utah is not. Drive through almostanypartofUtah 
in midsummer with the scorching desert air 
parching your throat, and you'd never believe that 
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the largest, most accessible collection of winter 
ice-climbs in the Rockiesareonly20or30minutes ~ 

from the road in Provo Canyon, Utah. 
The best of these is undoubtedly Stairway to 

Heaven, an 800-foot series of steep flows with 
broad benches in between. Half a dozen pitches 
contain vertical ice, depending on the highly 
variable conditions. 

In December, 1975, Jim Knightand Mark Ward 
climbed four pitches. The next year, ice formed 
above their high point. Jim Donini and Jeff Lowe, 
who had been teaching ice to a group ofinstructors 
for the National Outdoor Leadership Schoo~ 
decided to stay over for a day after the class ended 
and give the newly-formed upper section a try. 

OneofDonini and Lowe's pupils was a "strong, 
agressivejock" named Scott "He was a nice guy, 
but he didn't have a brain in his head," according 
to Lowe. In the class Scott had persisted in timing 
his fellow pupils on every pitch. Lowe and Donini 
warned him that his attitude would prove 
dangerous. 

The next day, when Donini and Lowe went up 
to the climb, they found Wes Kraus and Scott 
already starting the second pitch. To avoid the ice 
bombardment Donini and Lowe began to solo 
around them on the broad, low-angle flow of ice. 
They passed Kraus and Scott and walked up the 
level terrace to the next pitch. Any chips they 
produced would be stopped by the shelf. The 
terrace hid Kraus and Scott when Lowe, still 
soloing, started the third pitch, which steepens to 
70 or 80 degrees. 

" I was right in the middle of the pitch," Lowe 
recalls, "when I heard this big scream. 'Scott's 
fallen, Scott's fallen!'" 

.I 

Scott had seen Lowe and Donini soloing past. 
He had unroped and started after them. One 
hundred and fifty feet up the50 to 60 degree ice, he 
fell off. Only a little snow had accumulated at the 
base of the climb. Jagged talus waited nearly 
everywhere. Scott got lucky. He landed squarely 
in the middle of the deepest patch. 

Lowe reversed the pitch, "trying to keep my 
head together so I didn't fall off too." Donini and 
Lowe quickly downclimbed the first two pitches 
while Kraus rappelled. Scott was alive, but he had 
stabbed himself in his fall with the tubular pick of a 
Hummingbird. 

"It had taken a coresampleofhisankleand left a 
perfectly clear hole," Lowe said. "Fortunately, it 
had missed most of the bone and tendon. We took 
him to the hospital. He had some internal injuries 
as well, but he was going to be all right." 

The next day Lowe and Donini returned to the 
climb and followed Lou Dawson and George 
Vmcenzi up the final pitch. Jim Knight and Wes 
Kraus came up right behind. A year later Lowe 
returned with Mike Weis and added two more 
mixed pitches. They felt the overhanging bowl of 

rock above them would probably never develope 
climbable ice. 

As local climbersgainedexperienceon straight
forward ice bashing they turned their attention to 
scarier stuff. Rick Wyatt soloed Stairway in a 
driving snowstorm. Forty-five feet up the sixth 
pitch, the crux that year, he traversed out of a 
chimney and started up the last 15 vertical feet. 
The brittleicemadehim pause,and he retreated to 
his chimney to think. Sixty seconds later a 
tremendous roar made him shrink back deeper 
into the chimney. The biggestavalancheoftheday 
swept the ice he had so recently left. 

Immediately after the avalanche he started out 
again, hoping some minutes would elapse before 
the next slide built up. He traversed right this time, 
on to thinner ice. Water poured down his sleeve 
and filled his boots. The thin ice wouldn't take 
tools, so Wyatt hand jammed between the rock 
and two inches of slush. Then he got a second 
hand jam behind a chunk of frozen moss. The 
move committed him. His hand started prying the 
moss off the rock. He gained another few inches, 
one crampon grating on rock, theotherimbedded 
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in mushy ice. Then he got a solid tool into the icy 
ledge that ended the climb. 

In 1976 Michael Kennedy, 1-,ou Dawson and 
Steve Shea found some excitement on another 
scary climb: the Ophir Ice Hose. This 400-foot 
route near Telluride boasts some of the most 
fragile ice around. Said Wyatt, who made the fifth 
ascent with Brian Smoot, "lfyou really looked in 
Provo Canyon forth e worstconditions, you might 
find something comparable." 

Kennedy and Tom Marrill made the first 
attempt in January. The ice on the first step was40 
feet high, three inches thick, absolutely vertical 
and totally unprotected. 

"It was like climbing the outside of a coke 
bottle," Kennedy said. "We failed 15 feet up. We 
decided it was just too horrendous. " 

Two weeks later Kennedy returned with Shea 
and Dawson. The wall greeted them with 
unseasonable rain and a large avalanche that 
narrowly missed them. Kennedy demonstrated 
the lack of protection on the first pitch by taking a 
head-first IS-foot swan dive into the snow. 
Fortunately unhurt, he returned to the pitch and 
led to the base of a narrow, shallow chimney. 

Now Shea began leading. The patchy ice and 
compact rock offered little protection. Just below a 
small roof the ice thinned to occasional blobs 
clinging to the rock. The overhang forced him out 
of the chimney into wild stemming before he 
found good placements in the ice above and 
pulled back into the chimney for a rest. Darkness 
was approaching when he finished, so the trio 
rappelled off, leaving two ropes fixed. 
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Left: Stairway to Heaven, Provo Canyon, Utah. Above: Peter Metca!fefollowing thefirst pitch of Finger 
of Fate, Provo Canyon, Utah. Right: Andy Parkin attempts the thin ice of the first 30-foot step of the 
Ophir Ice Hose. He later retreated and climbed difficult rock out of sight to the right. Photos: Randall. 

They returned the next morning to find their 
ropes frozen solid. For six hours they hacked and 
jumared back to their high point, two hours longer 
than they took to climb the same distance. 

Above them the ice thickened into a broad flow 
leading for 200 feet to the top. Success seemed just 
an hour or two away. The ice looked steep, but it 
would take screws, and it looked like good resting 
places could be found between the bulges. 
Appearances were deceiving. 

The vertical bulges came in endless waves. Any 
" rest" came on the 75-80 degree ice in between. 
Dawson led the third pitch and traversed 20 feet 
left to the rock to belay. In following, Shea 
unclipped from the screws but neglected to clip 
Kennedy's rope in. Kennedy constantly faced a 
bone-bruising pendulum as he came third. Then 
he had to lead the last pitch. 

"It was getting dark and I was real gripped," he 
said. " I tied off a branch for protection. About 75 
feet up I put in a wart hog, then pulled it back out 
with my fingers . !just sworeand shoved it back in. 
The ice was hollow at the top and I kept hitting 
rock." 

Darkness was complete when the others joined 
Kennedy on top. They had no food, no water, and 
no bivouac gear. Rappelling in the dark with 
frozen ropes did not appeal, nor did they want to 
postholearound the cliff and back up to theirskis. 

They chose to bivo·uac. 
Fortunately, they did have some matches and a 

candle. Dawson got a fire going. " It was one of 
those nights where it's not like you're going to 
die," Kennedy said. "You just know you're going 
to be utterly miserable. " In the morning they 
rappelled off. 

These climbsareonlya sampling of what's been 
done. A number of hard routes have been 
discovered along Colorado's Million Dollar 
Highway between Ouray and Silverton. The 
easiest route at Hidden Falls, near Glenwood 
Springs, Colorado, is 165 feet high and so steep 
that when Kennedy reached the top the rope from 
his waist hung five feet out from the ice at the 
ground. 

Nearby Glenwood Falls offers some of the only 
sunny ice-climbing in the Rockies. Its eastern 
exposure also makes it dangerously unstable. At 
least a dozen other areas exist, including 
unpublicized ones in Wyoming, Idaho and 
Montana. New areas seem to be discovered every 
winter. With the high peaks in winter more often 
snow over rock than ice, climbers not content to 
hang up their ropes come autumn have turned to 
frozen waterfalls. They have found that ice
climbing, Rocky Mountain style, can offer 
adrenalin rushes aplenty. 





TROLLTIND 
by Dave Durkan 

WORLD was created from Ginnungagap, a 
concept of inner reality concealed by an outward 
appearance of great emptiness. Such emptiness that 
was but apparent.for in the abyss existed potential 
life. . 

The fiery realm of Muspell in the far-far South 
kissed the frozen wastes of the North. From fusion 
came Chaos and the birth ofYmirJatherofthefrost 
giants and ancestor to all. 

Three gods slew Ymir, turning his bones into 
mountains and rock, hisjlesh became soil, while his 
bloodjlowed to form the sea. Fourdwaifs raised the 
dome of his skull above World, his brains became 
the clouds so the land could know the pleasure of 
rain. Allowing his hair to grow as vegetation. The 
gods caused time to exist for man; giving life, 
appearance, senses and understanding. 

There is another and less probable genesis; 
that 5-600 million years ago, after the planet had 
cooled, sedimentation due to erosion lay in a 
deep sea basin. Under heat and pressure the 
metamorphosis of mud was rock. Some 300 
million years ago pressure caused the 
Caledonian earth-crust fold; rocks were to be 
quartz, felspar, mica and granite. A little over a 
million years passed before ice covered and 
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sculptured the land. Under its weight the 
landmass sank, and today free of ice the moun• 
tains of Romsdal rise virtually from sea level. 

The same school of thought maintains that 
agents such as wind, rain and ice completed the 
mountain makeup, with vegetation adding the 
final cosmetics. Whilst we know it to be the Troll
people who formed and twisted the rocks to 
reflect their own needs and nature. 

Man was a momentary digression, and he 
placed upon the valleys, the lakes and the peaks 
that particular stamp of his presence: he gave 
them names, and more important, a living 
history. 

Home of the Trolls 
The Eastern side of the Trolltinder 

overshadows the valley of Romsdal, a Troll 
fortress of craggy edges, sweeping slabs, giant 
buttresses and, of course, the Wall itself. It runs 
helter-skelter via a series of ridges, walls and 
pinnacles unbroken: five thousand feet high, five 
miles long. Towering rocks, black, white and red, 
twisted and shaped by forces both natural and 
supernatural: a stronghold for the Troll people, 
set under everchanging skies, exerting a pull 

upon the raw inate nature of modem man. 

Man's entry 
It was as early as 1870 that the summit of 

Nordre Trolltind was climbed and Store 
Trolltind in 1882. Both were ascended from the 
milder 'back-side', and almost fifty years passed 
before anyone registered interest in the Eastern 
flank. 

Noel Odell, of Himalayan fame, climbed solo 
up the obvious vegetated break behind the farm 
at Fiva. His outing was a geological trip, but he 
reached a height of about 2,500 ft before 
descending. 

It passed virtually unnoticed, for mountaineer
ing revolved around visiting British climbers like 
Slingsby, or those resident in the south of the 
country, notably Oslo. Their forte were classical 
ascents, sweeping ridges leading to isolated peaks 
which they could call their own. Romsdal was in 
the main a paradise for the salmon fishermen; 
even mountaineers came for that, for in common 
with other countries at the time climbing was 
very much an upper-middle class affair. 

Surprisingly at the time, but not in retrospect, 
the first ascent went to two local lads, Eirik and 



Left: Sondre Trolltind (left) and Trollryggen showing 
classic East Pillars. Right: Troll/ind, the North Face 
ofTrollryggen. Photos: Durkan collection. 

Arne Randers H een. These two cousins were self 
taught, were removed from the exclusive and 
restrictive main stream; as such they were 
controlled only by their own enthusiasm and 
natural ability. With cast-off equipment and 
technical information gleaned from a chapter in a 
Boys Book of Sports they undertook a number of 
impressive ascents. 

Late in 1931 they started up Odell's line, 
quickly passing his high point just below the 
hanging glacier. From here they roped up, but 
continued to move together to reach the gully 
and ridge system that led to the main couloir. 
This extends for 1,300 ft across its left wall and 
3,500 ft across the right side. In turn the couloir 
gives way to more walls, ridges and long lost 
hanging valleys. 

The scale is intoxicating with sweeping cur
tains of rock, and a Manhattan skyline that runs 
to the impressive mile high main wall itself. The 
amount of rock surrounding these two country 
lads is beyond normal comprehension. 'Several' 
rope lengths brought them to the summit walls. 
About 1,000 ft below the top Arne remembers, 
"The climbing was quite thin and very exposed. 
Also, the weather had closed in giving heavy mist 
and wet snow, so things were really bleak. After a 
hard runout I called for Eirik to follow; as he 
moved his entire belay block fell away which 
intensified the seriousness of the whole route for 
us. Protection had been almost non-existent, we 
passed the rope behind a block when possible, 
and although we carried a few home made pitons 
it was not considered fair-play to place them 
above the shoulder," (and never for aid). 

Night caught them just below the top, so they 
slept on a ledge and completed the route the 
following morning. 

Arne wrote to Odell, and the Alpine Journal 
carried the letter, with Odell summarising that, 
"the route was probably the longest and most 
impressive in Northern Europe." 

The Pillar 
The East Pillar was the next obvious line and 

five attempts were made at it by 1958. In this year 
Arne teamed up with Ralph Hoibakk, and they 
climbed for 3 hours to a bivi. The next day they 
quickly reached the last high point. Arne started 
the crux pitch, but found it too difficult, he 
remembers, "Ralph continued with great 
difficulty, and with very thin and exacting free 
moves pulled himself over the formidable 
overhang. There were just no real holds, and no 
place for a piton." 

It proved to be the key, with milder climbing 
above leading to steep and highly polished slabs. 
Up which they steadily made height to where the 
ridge met the Wall itself. From here descent 
would be difficult, and they were forced to resort 
to two pegs for aid. Once the Summit Gully was 
reached, with the use of some aid, they made 
quick progress to the top, reaching the summit in 
darkness. 

They descended to the Trollsteg Hut, where 
they met two English climbers who had planned 

to try the route. Arne suggested that a party of 
two could do the route with one rope, one thinner 
cord and eight pitons, with a probable climbing 
time of 15 hours. The route was the hardest and 
longest continuous climb made in Northern 
Europe. Though not comparable in sustained 
difficulty as, for example, the North-east Face of 
Piz Badile, it involves complicated route finding, 
is remarkably long, over 7,800 ft, and as such is a 
serious undertaking. 

Ten years later in 1968, when the route had 
received less than a dozen ascents, some taking 
three days, the same pair made an anniversary 
ascent, in under eleven hours. Arne was then 63 
years of age. 

The Wall 
Between Fiva Route and the Pillar lay THE 

WALL - Europe's Vertical Mile, steep, over
hanging and capped by countless pinnacles. A 
masterpiece of baroque architecture, crafted by a 
Creator who himselfappears in torment, who has 
formed an Inferno in rock. Lost souls and Trolls 
are petrified for ever for their sins, and were 

rightly concerned as the little men appeared at 
the foot of the Wall in 1965. 

The Rimmon Mountaineering Club were a 
disbelieving and motley crowd, they rejected the 
belief that the Wall was beyond present day 
capabilities, and where the Trolltinder faces east, 
the Trollveggen (Wall) itself faces North. The 
prospect of a virgin North Wall cried across the 
North Sea asking to be despoiled. 

Anthony Howard made a reconnaissance in 
March 1965, which revealed two possible lines, 
one followed a huge corner up the left side of the 
Wall, and escaped onto the Ridge. The other 
followed the wall in its entirety, they opted for 
this. 

During bad weather in July of that year they 
established an Advance Camp, fixing about 
1,300 ft of rope up the smooth slabs and 
dangerous snow patches to the base of the 
proposed route. 

The first clear day saw them just 150 ft up, 
reaching the first bivouac site. With little 
darkness in these latitudes during the summer 
the next day they were able to climb for sixteen 
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hours without stopping. The third day saw them 
350 ft higher after 12 hours climbing, and the 
onset of bad weather. 100 ft short of the top of 
what was later to be called the Great Wall they 
descended, taking a two day bivouac whilst the 
storm raged. Hauling had caused problems, 
consuming considerable time and effort. 

In the gloomy world of mist and dripping rock 
outside, barely lit by the light of day, the drizzle 
was turning to sleet. They had to go down to the 
valley. They were not the only ones to be 
presumptuous, for a small green tent had 
appeared below them, with four hard-looking 
occupants armed with an impressive collection 
of American hardware. These were no ordinary 
campers. They were in fact, four of Norway's 
leading mountaineers, and their proposed route 
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was to be a Directissima, straight up the vertical 
wall. 

As with the British party the Norwegians 
abandoned their first attempt, just 250 ft up. 
Pettersen pointed out that they had not thought 
to bring diving suits! They turned their attention 
to the earlier British alternative, the giant corner 
that led to the Pillar. 

Their route was in keeping with the Norwegian 
'School of Thought of the day' in that all pitons 
should be removed, this they virtually did, and 
with eight days actual climbing time and eleven 
days on the Wall they produced a long and dif
ficult route of a sustained nature. It still awaits a 
second ascent. 

The Rimmon party had now been reduced by 
one member, to three, for Tony Nichols who had 

put in some hard leading, especially over snow
covered rocks and through bitterly cold water
falls during the descent, had paid the price. His 
hands had suffered most of all. So Amatt, 
Tweedale and Howard set off reaching the 
second bivouac in only nine hours, this time 
armed with a pulley which proved invaluable for 
.the hauls. They decided to carry on up the Great 
Wall. By 2 a.m. they were forced to stop, sleeping 
in etriers and slings just below the lip. 

The red glow of the north was replaced by 
sunshine, and within two hours they had passed 
the upper lip of the Great Wall, after some 
desperate A3 climbing. Above was the unknown, 
enjoyable grade V and VI free climbing, The 
Black Cleft, then above it a bivouac ledge. After 
forty hours of climbing and three hours 



Far Left: Piotr Malinowski on the Narrow Slab, Rimmon Route. Photo: 
Piotrowski. Left Above: The same place during the first ascent. Above: 
Trolltind. John A matt. Routes marked on left photo asfollows: 1) Norwegian 
Route 1965; 2) French Direct 1967; 3) Arch Wall 1972; 4) Swedish Route 
1978; 5) English Route 1965. 
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attempted sleep they stopped. Umpteen brews 
and nine hours glorious slumber followed. 
Above was Flake Crack, grade VI, then another 
pitch of Vlsup, then the half way mark, the 
Central Basin. 

From the left side of the Basin the Narrow Slab 
swept up into the overhangs, to provide some of 
the best climbing on the route in unbelievable 
situations. At one point the hardly twenty feet 
wide Slab slices its way through immense over
hangs. Crafty route finding meant that they did 
not actually go over anything. They reached a 
fantastically situated ledge jutting out like a 
Viking prow over 2,250 ft of space. 

The next morning the wetness of the chimneys 
made itself only too apparent as they struggled up 
300 ft of grade VJ, slithering on slime-covered 
holds and hand-jams oozing black mud. Then 
suddenly they were in the Summit Gully. 

There was a sting in the tail, a fierce looking 
crack of250 ft with an overhang about halfway. 
Amatt accounted for the first half and as mid
night approached Howard reached the overhang. 
A perfect crack for channel pegs, but as happens 
he only had a couple of thin blade pegs. With 
cursing and a jammed nut it went free at Vlsup, 
and above they bivouaced on a small snow ledge. 

A hurried breakfast, a 120 ft patch of snow was 
kicked into submission and the wet overhanging 
chimney above bypassed by slab climbing to gain 
the summit ridge. 

Sacks, ropes and ironmongery were dropped 
in a tangled heap as they raced into the sunshine. 
Gone was the wall looking cold, dark and inhos
pitable below and instead everywhere the view 
was of warmth and life. On the horizon snow 
capped peaks glittered in the sunlight and from 
the dark green depths of the valleys below, birch
clad slopes swept up into soaring glaciated walls 
of warm grey rock. On the screes, a ptarmigan 
flew off startled from its resting place, here and 
there brightly coloured flowers grew out from 
crevices in the rocks. 

The climbing time was 80 hours and done 
under an aura of great uncertainty. Today many 
of the pegs are in place, the advance camp is no 
longer necessary, aid has been reduced and 
normal time allows for two bivouacs for a com
petent party of two. It has become the wall's trade 
route, but ranks with the big wall routes of the 
world, demanding respect and competence. 

The French Connection 
Two years later the age of Directissima was 

imported into Norway, a party of top French 
Alpinists arrived to make an ascent of the line 
originally chosen by the Norwegians. 

Deck, Boussard, Cardier, Brunet and Frehel 
spent 20 days to produce what can only be re
garded as a big wall extravaganza, a magnificent 
and tremendously serious route between the 
previous two. 

They divided their line into four sections, used 
expansion bolts, over 600 pitons, and resorted to 
2,500 ft of fixed ropes. The route contained hard 
free VI climbing, but was predominantly fierce 
aid with pitches up to A4. It was loose, 
complicated and vertical to overhanging almost 
throughout and was the most technical 
European big wall undertaking completed at the 
time. 

Even considering the high standard, and the 
very high objective danger of such a route its 
ascent received more criticism than praise. The 
use of fixed ropes was unacceptable to certain 
factions; the feeling that 'on-shift' climbing was 
too akin to a Himalayan expedition, and virtually 
brought the route down into the valley. 
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Anyone knowing the Wall will bear out, that 
nothing brings it to valley level. The French 
climbed through bad weather, were able to assist 
in a rescue of a climberon the Rimmon Route, and 
like both the British and Norwegian parties, they 
were going into the unknown. 

Rusty Baillie remembers, "At the time many 
were presumptuous and arrogant enough to 
interpret the motions and actions of others. Who 
knows what drove the French lads on their own 
venture? Who knows what style they were happy 
with, or what was possible or probable 
technically at the time on that route? They were a 
jovial friendly bunch, dressed impeccably, had 
beautiful camp followers, and always had time 
for a brew." 

Time has now passed judgement on 
yesterday's judgements; yet in a historical 
perspective, it opened the big question, would 
the Directissima go eschewing seige? 

Three attempts were made Alpine style by Ed 
Ward-Drummond (with Pearce and Campbell
Kelly at different times). They were unsuccess
ful, though they did establish an escape line to the 
Pillar. Some escape! 

The second ascent went to Ben Campbell
Kelly and Brian (Blob) Wyvill four years later in 
July 1971, taking eight days using the latest 
American big wall techniques. 

Their progress was rapid, the weather good 
and by day two;" ... Blob was happily coughing 
his way up the rock'" To here the climbing had 
been mainly free, but as the wall took on a steeper 
outlook so the aid climbing increased. However, 
at the same timre and for the same reason their 
third man, a rocket shaped haul sack, became 
easier to handle. 

By day four the climbing was likened to 
Cloggy, they had taken a rest day to just climb 
without hauling, descending to pick "him" up. 

" ... day five ... we powered up the ropes to our 
high point- what an amazing place! ... the whole 
wall seemed to be composed of tottering and 
overhanging pillars; every level surface was 
heaped with sharp and dangerous blocks. That 
the French had avoided killing each other or 
chopping their fixed ropes seemed unbelievable 
... Blob disappeared up an A4 pitch ... when I 
finally sent the bags careering out into space, it 
was like launching a ship ... It was a spooky place 
to be: ropes stuck out into space below, roofs 
jutted out above, while I perched there like some 
terrified budgie, shrouded in mist ... he abseiled 
back down the very lip in the dark, I pulled him in 
from a good 30 ft away - 5,000 ft up ... A miser
able breakfast without any brew ... Going across 
the roof! was flabbergasted by the audacity of the 
position ... The final pendulum round the lip ... 
Two-and-a-half pitches in a day! Two-and-a-half 
miserable bloody pitches - they'll be laughing at 
us down there ... the predicted rain hit us like 
molten misery an hour later ... Cold and despon
dent, Blob traversed across on pins, lowered 
himself a hundred feet, and swung over ... With 
darkness upon us I found Blob in a sit-sling 
underneath a torrent of water cascading off the 
overhang above ... me standing in etriers. It was 
so dark I couldn't even make a brew." 

These guys were no fairies but the lack of 
brews almost spelt spiritual disaster, for like any 
big wall climber they crave creature comforts(the 
leaf, Christmas pudding and salami). 

A Troll Called My Name 
Ed Ward-Drummond teamed up with Hugh 

Drummond, to take Ed's seaside adventures to 
the logical conclusion. They transported 
Gogarth's Games Climbers Play onto the Wall, by 

establishing an advanced 4,500 ft grade 6sup/ AS 
route - Arch Wall, the ultimate in playthings. 

They followed a line between the French and 
Rimmon Routes, crossed the French at the Great 
Traverse, from where a 100 ft pendule was 
employed to gain a crack system which led 
through the Great Arch itself, and directly to the 
summit. 

They carried food for 12 days, but seven days of 
sleet, snow and rain slowed them up somewhat. 
By the onset of bad weather they were commit
ted; from Ed, " ... we could hardly run away: we 
were so cold and hungry we could hardly move ... 
I was scared as I moved out under the Arch, a 
clown without props, all these things were real, 
there were no nets here, only Hugh blowing on 
his fingers ... No man walks on air was all my 
thought as 1 melted out of sight, upside down for 
forty feet, my haul line dissolving in the mist. I 
couldn't feel that I was connected to anything 
solid. Fly sized, I mimed away under three giant 
inverted steps ... Not a single foothold, not a toe
hold in a hundred feet ... I pinned myself to a wall 
of water ... Sleet had settled thickly ... he was get
ting frostbite ... I remember Hugh drinking the 
brown water that had collected in his boots, in
stantly vomiting it out ... There were no echoes 
from the valley ... no one to call your name ... 
why hast thou forsaken me?" 

They had conserved and rationed food, but 
had to climb without for the last three days, 
arriving at the top after 20 days in a state of 
advanced hypothermia. 

Other Routes 
The Trolltinder is not just Fiva, the Pillar and 

the Wall, for a number of distinct peaks grace its 5 
mile length, as do other pillars and walls. 

Breit ind has the East Couloir, an easy but quite 
serious undertaking, while its East Pillar is a 
recommendable mountaineering route, 6,500 ft 
of grade V. 

Sondre Trolltind sports the notorious 
Hoibakk's Chimney, which has stopped a number 
of top parties, including Hoibakk himself. Plus 
there is the Wilmott/Eske/I Route, which like 
Hoibakk's Chimney is grade VI and requires a 
bivi. The big wall route here is the North Wall. 
After Trollveggen itself it is the most impressive 
face in the valley, so steep that even after a storm 
there is no snow resting - even the ledges slope 
towards the vertical. 

Rusty Baillie and John Amatt decided that to 
do a major wall route in Norway you had to be 
prepared to climb in any weather, so they used 
Helly-Hansen yachting wear - the original 
sweaty shell clothing. They also used single rope 
technique, the leader hauling while the second 
jumared. Two thousand five hundred feet of easy 
grade IV slabs led to the wall, and during a "quick 
look" they reached a point300 ft up the wall itself. 

They returned, and the climbing was at a con
tinuously high standard all the time, necessita
ting the use of rurps, sky hooks, tied off knife
blades, crack tacks and pomegranate seeds. Their 
stances were mostly hanging, and they freely 
used hammocks. 

The situations were often unique; each new 
problem worthy of a climb in its own right. 

Arnatt remembers, "Nowhere before had 
either of us found climbing such as this, the A4 
pitches were the hardest technical leads that 
either of us had ever done. The route was 
providing some of the most sensational and en
joyable pieces of climbing we could ever wish for. 

"Below the 1,000 ft Top Wall, which was less 
steep. Above lay a fiercely overhanging chimney, 
arching out for ten feet into the sky above. Below 



Above: Sondre Trolltind. Routes marked: J) Wilmott/Eske//; 2) 
Amatt/Baillie; 3) The line of Hoibakk's Chimney which is hidden. 
Right: Baillie belaying the difficult traverse from the first bivouac 
from his bedroom! Photos: Amatt. 

lay a sheer drop of two thousand feet and our 
feeling of exposure was strengthened by a further 
drop of slabs below the wall. Placing two pegs I 
reached out and swung up on huge jugs, the rope 
hanging out from the rock, the further I climbed 
the further out hung the rope, the more obvious 
the drop. After two thousand feet of peg climb
ing, placing over 600 pitons, it was a thrill to be 
able to climb free, and to feel the solid rock flow 
beneath your hands and feet." 

Coming in the same year as the French Route it 
certainly revealed what was possible in the 
mountains by a strong team of two using the 
latest techniques. The second ascent by Deryck 
Ball and Paul de Mengel in 1975 confirmed the 
route as being, "worthwhile". 

On Nord re Trolltind Joe Brown and Tom Patey 
climbed the South-east Pillar, which is reached 
from Fiva, as is the Eastern Diedre. On Noraj}e/1 
the Howard/Holt Route is a 2,000 ft, grade V on 
perfect rock and an ideal introduction to its big 
brothers. 

Finishing off the Trolltinder is Stighorn, the 
West Face of which sports three worthwhile 
routes. 

Then the traverse of the complete Trolltinder 
is one of the country's outstanding package tours. 
It can be pushed in one long day, but most parties 
will prefer to bivouac at halfway. 

A Winter's Tale 
Such a steep and overhanging face should by 

known laws and forces be free of snow, for snow
flakes need a place to rest. From a distance in 
summer these places are few, the wall is just so 
vast that only by being on it can one gain a true 
perspective. The view from the valley is 
deceptive, for in truth in winter it can take on a 
seemingly unreal Christmas cake appearance. 
For this Wall is so massive that great physical 
features lie hidden, from both naked eye and 
camera, demanding a white mantle to both cover 
and expose them. 

Fiva screamed rape first, a 'mere' runnel of 
snow. 

Tom Patey and companions made an attempt, 
with the intention of completing the route in one 
day. They had perfect conditions, but a mistake 
in route finding just below the summit forced 
them to retreat and spend the night without 
bivouac equipment just above half height. They 
descended to the valley the next day. Meanwhile, 
Rod Tuck was wandering about at the bottom of 
the route with a tin of elastoplast looking for 
bodies when they had not returned! 

In 1972 a Polish party consisting of Tadeusz 
Piotrowski, Andrzej Dworak, Ryszard 
Kowalewski and Wojciech Jedlinski arrived in 
the valley. They were tired of the Alps, where the 

big routes were jaded repeats of what had gone 
before. They sought a new stimulation, which 
would offer new patterns, form and reason; a new 
form of Alpinism. 

Five was climbed in three days, quickly 
followed by the Pillar in eight days. They 
compared favourably to Alpine routes though 
not as extreme as some and as such not granting 
the expression the Poles sought. 

Piotrowski was mesmerized by the wall, by the 
bristling overhangs and the vast sections of un
chartered rock between established routes. Next 
winter he was back with Marek Kesicki, 
Kazimiers Glazek, Wojciech Kurtyka and 
Ryszard Kowalewski. They were welcomed by 
miserable weather; persistent rain and snow, 
white frost and snotty yellowish-green ice 
covering the face. Such are the conditions that 
prevail in mountain areas that are subject to both 
mountain and coastal weather. 

During a clear spell they fixed the lower 
section of the French Route, in four days, then 
hauled 700 lbs of equipment and food , enough 
for 18 days, packed in 10 sacks. Giazek sustained 
facial bums when a gas cartridge exploded, and 
had to descend from the top of the fixed ropes. 

Once on the main wall they pushed their way 
up, operating from one bivouac site, fixing ropes 
until the next was reached, then clearing. 
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Above the main belt of overhangs they had 
expected to establish a bivouac site, but found 
only smooth slabs with poor peg placements. 
Too late, the bivouac and ropes below had been 
cleared during the day, forcing them to descend 
to just below the lip of the overhang to spend a 
sleepless night in slings. They continued, to 
reach the point where the French Route trends 
right to join the left edge of the Rimmon Route. 
Here they decided to, "Make our own route a real 
directissma - it was a murderous day, with dif
ficult climbing late into the night. Hauling our 
gear and establishing a bivouac took so much 
time that it was 6 a.m. before we got to sleep." 

Two hours later they were up again, with the 
last 48 hours being almost sleepless, they radioed 
the valley that they, "expected to take three more 
days." Then, just after contact, they jettisoned 
nearly all their equipment, and made a straight 
push for the summit, which without sacks and 
hauling they reached at 9 p.m. that night, only 12 
hours after they said they'd take 3 days. 

Polemics 
Down in the valley the national Press had 

marred the ascent by uninformed, biased and 
sensationalized coverage during the early days, 
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Top: The Grey Wall in the upper part of the Swedish Route during the winter ascent. Photo: H. Chr. Doseth. 
Below left: (left to right) John Amatt, Bill Tweed ale and Tony Howard immediately after their first ascent. 
Below right: Jon Tiegland (left) and Lief Patterson after their first ascent. Photos: A matt. 

now they sang praise. However, the headlines of 
"Point of No Return", "Wall of Death", "Ban 
Suicide Climbers", etc., had been reminiscent of 
the situation which prevailed in Switzerland in 
the 1930's. When it was proposed to ban climbing 
on the Eigerwand on the grounds that it was too 
dangerous and too politically motivated. 

Today the Press and local officials are slightly 
better informed, and a balanced opinion prevails. 
One issue is still open, that of rescue on the wall. 
The wall is big-boys league, especially in winter, 
and unlike cradled Yosemite there is no instant 
rescue, piped music and bikini clad nurses to 
serve the fallen. As such, the wall demands care
ful courting. 

Other developments 
Such faces have their share of accidents, the 

most tragic in terms of numbers being five Czech 
climbers being killed on the East Pillar. Later, 
another Czech party climbed a new route, in 
winter, left of the Heen/Hoibakk Route, at a high 

standard, VI with aid pitches, calling itMinneruta 
(Memory-route) to honour their dead country
men. 

In March 1974 Czechs Vaclav Sirl, Jiri 
Pechous, Frantisek Pulpan and Sylva Talia made 
the first winter ascent in3 days oftheEastPillarof 
Bretind, and the East Pillar of Sondre Trolltind in 
2 days. 

During '75 Stuart Cathcart and Nick Slaney 
spent much of the summer trying to push a new 
route up the wall in the depths of the Trolltinder, 
where the wall curves to meet Fiva. 

They spent a month going up and down, 
making three concentrated attempts. The climb
ing was excellent and extremely demanding, 
being mainly free to begin but on reaching the 
"Quartz Traverse"they were bolting and pegging 
into very shallow cracks. Free climbing followed, 
but due to continuous bad conditions they were 
forced to descend. Above their high point lays 
some 800 feet of very exposed rock, and when 
completed it should be a fine addition. 



With the hardest route done in winter, the 
French, there was little interest in the Czechs first 
winter ascent of the Rimmon Route in 1976. Even 
so, it was a fine concentrated effort by Sir!, 
Miroslav Smid, Jiri Janis, Peter Plachecky and 
JosefRakoncaj. Where two led and fixed ropes, 
two hauled and the other kept up a stream of 
brews and hot food. A lesson in team work. 

Today-Tomorrow 
The logical progression was towards a new 

route up the wall itself, in winter. Piotrowski, 
Wojciech Jedlinski and Piotr Malinowski 
started from below the Rimmon, crossing it low 
down. They had then intended to go directly for 
the pinnacle-peak of Trollkjerringa (Troll
woman). Unfortunately, Malinowski had sus
tained rib injuries during the load carry stage, 
which were now affecting him badly, forcing 
them to descend. The other two made a further 
attempt, but due to logistics of two men on such a 
new route they were forced to abandon. 

They then made the second winter ascent of 
the Rimmon Route, in nine days, in alpine style. 
Using only one days fixed ropes with no support. 
Especially notable is that Jedlinski took ill with 
stomach problems, necessitating Piotrowski 
leading the route throughout, an impressive 
performance. 

The call of a new route in winter is appealing, 
so when a Czech party arrived, (Sir!, Smid, Milos 
Nosek and Vaclav Skokan) about the time the 
Poles were coming down they turned their 
attentions to the proposed new line. They had 
originally intended attempting the first winter 
ascent of the Amatt/Bai/lie Route on Sondre 
Trolltind, so they were well suited to the new 
challenge. 

They spent about 20 days on the wall, and 
pushed to about halfway up in the face of terrible 
conditions. Even good weather proved problem
atic, for the sun would warm the face and it would 
soon be running with water. At night it froze, 
necessitating ropes and pegs being dug out of the 
ice cover the following morning before progress 
could be made. Sir! noted that at times it was a 
case of just placing pegs in solid mud, which was 
fine whilst the mud was frozen, but as it warmed 
during the day so the pegs pulled, a frustrating 
situation. 

What now, an unsuccessful attempt was made 
at the Norwegian Route in winter, by Piotrowski 
and party, a new summer route was established in 
1978 in the region above Great Wall on the 
Rimmon Route in good time and style by Swedish 
climbers L. G. Johansson and T. Hilsson. This 
route was repeated in winter 1980 by a Norwegian 
team. One of the members of the team Hans 
Christian Doseth had in 1979, together with 
another Norwegian climber Ragnild Amundsen, 
also made the first free ascent of the Rimmon 
Route. (See article by Steve Long in this issue). 
The first of the walls routes to be soloed was 
when theHeen Hoibakkwas soloed in 1979 by the 
Italian, Franco Perlotto - during the course of his 
ascent he established a new grade 6 variation. 

The future lies possibly in the value of the wall 
as a training ground. As more self-contained and 
proficient small teams turn their attentions to the 
Himalayan classic routes and new routes on high 
altitude big walls. This is the obvious and healthy 
direction in which world alpinism is heading. As 
Piotrowski noted, "It is routes such as these, done 
in winter by two man parties with no support, that 
are the stepping stones to the new extreme form 
of Himalayan Alpinism." 

The Trolls and supernatural Huldra folk look 
on. 

BIVOUACS 
du Bout du Monde 

CHRISTIAN RECKING 

MOUNTAINEERING 
TREKKING - ADVENTURE 

WILDERNESS EXPEDITIONS 

Strong four wheel drive trucks will 
take yol:l to discover the Wild 
Mountains, Deserts and Forests 
and meet the people of the world. 

AFRICA 
Geneva - Abidjan and 
Geneva - Nairobi ; all the North 
African mountains. 
3-24 Jan 1982 
Climbing in Mali (Hombori). 
3-28 Feb 1982 
Ouagadogou, Abidjan, Niamey, 
Agadiz, Tamanrasset, Geneva. 
2 Apr. - 8 Aug. 1982 
Geneva - Nairobi. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
20 Dec - 10 Jan. 1982 
Santiago - Bariloche. 
10 Jan - 30 Jan. 1982 
Bariloche - Calafate, Patagonia, 
FITZROY. 
30 Jan - 28 Feb. 1982 
Calafate - Ushuaia, TORRES DEL 
PAINE - TIERRA DEL FUEGO 
1 March - 29th Aug . 1982 
TIERRA DEL FUEGO - QUITO 
(ECUADOR); All the Andes. 

2-26 weeks from 
SWISS Fr. 1000 to 6500 
Fully inclusive of Land costs. 

BIVOUACS - C. RECKING 
DELU-SCIENTRIER 
74800 la Roche sur Foron, 
FRANCE. 

NAME: .. ......... ... ... ... .. ........ ......... ... .. ... . . 

Address- ....... ... .. .... ........... ..... ....... ... . . 

Please send [=:J 
information C:=J 

AFRICA 

SOUTH 
AMERICA 

"Excellent as a 
sourcebook and as 
armchair reading:' 

- The Mountaineer 

FIFIY CLASSIC CLIMBS 
OF NORTH AMERICA 
by Steve Roper and Allen Steck 

This "must have" book for any active 
climber covers all of ·the continent's 
premier mountaineering areas, includ
ing peaks, pinnacles, and ranges in 
Alaska , western Canada, the Pacific 
Northwest , Wyoming, Colorado , the 
Southwest, and California. Each chap
ter contains black and white photos, a 
narrative description, a history of 
notable ascents, a precise route descrip
tion, technical data, and equipment 
requirements. 

336 pp. 17 5 black and white photos, 
maps, appendices, bibliography, 
index. $10.95 quality paperback. 

• AVAILABLE FOR THE FiRST 
TIME IN PAPERBACK! 

At your local bookstore o r use coupon below. 

SIERRA CLUB BOOKS 
P.O. Box 3886 
Rincon Annex, 
San Francisco, CA 94119 

Please send me __ copies of Fifty Classic 
Climbs of North America at $10.95, plus $1.75 
per book for postage and handling. My 
check or money order is enclosed. I will allow 
4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 

Name_ ___________ _ 

( Please print I 
Addres,_ __________ _ 

City ____________ _ 

State_ _______ Zip, ____ _ 

- _I!...!...!..J 
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Above: Steve Long on the first pitch of the Narrow Slab. 

LA YBACK and think of England 
by Steve Long 
To free the Troll Wall ... 

With no real darkness you tend to lose track of 
time in Norway, but we knew it was morning 
when the rain started. Wreaths of cloud were 
caressing the Trolltinder buttresses and the Wall 
had vanished. 'What you can't see ... ', but it could 
and would given half the chance. This was the 
closest thateitherofus had yet been to a Big Wall 
and laying in a tent outside Fiva Farm doesn't 
really count as extensive experience. I sank back 
into _my bag. 

There is a thin line between audacity and 
stupidity, and we meandered alloveritin Norway. 
But then again, we got lost on everything. 
Working on the assumption that only a fool will 
make the same mistake twice we could flatter 
ourselves that by now we were safe to launch 
ourselves onto the Troll Wall. We had trained 
hard for this climb - why, we had even dragged a 
haul sack up Malbogies. It had got stuck on every 
overlap and we thought that it was just th estrange 
anatomy of Avon. Weweresoongoingtolearnthe 
truth, for it was time to put 'The Plan' into opera
tion. 

'The Plan' was nothing if not simple: zonk up to 
the First Bivvy whatevertheweather, dive into my 
beautiful Gore-tex bag, and wait for the right 
conditions. It had all seemed so simple yesterday 
when the sun was shining, but the clouds seemed 
to be enjoying themselves up there on the Wall, 
and were in no hurry to leave. Neitherwereweany 
more, but it was no use digging into our food 
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supplies down here, so with heavy hearts and very 
heavy sacks we began to make our way up the two 
thousand feet of steep ground which seperated us 
from the advance, base bivvy. Drummond made 
this slog twenty-three times way back in the '70's. 
We were carrying aid gear with us, just in case, 
because once was enough for us. 

It was a bad day. The avalanche-scarred rain 
forest was equipped with thousands ofbooby-trap 
showers, and our huge loads would trip us 
backwards over the kaleidoscope of cringing 
stems that grasped at our protesting legs. The 
penance was only just beginning, for we emerged 
from the claustrophobic jungle at the foot of the 
Trolls' eternal slag heap. Every half-hour we 
would scuttle under a boulderas the rain reached 
torrential status, and begin a half-hearted game of 
chess. But it was impossible to concentrate and 
after a few random moves we would meander 
upwards again. As we reached the snowfield the 
first volley ofTrollfire rattled and whined its way 
down to our left, looming out of the mist and 
crashing out of view amongst the scree slopes. 

The Introductory Wall was very, very wet. Paul 
took the lead as hewaswearingE.B.s, movingupa 
ramp which led into the centre of the buttress. 
Each belay was littered with pegs and abseil gear 
so we were able to rig up the sack-hauling pulley 
quickly and safely. Of course, the sacks wouldn't 
haul, as they stopped to enjoy the view at every 
little bulge, so I would have to climb up alongside 
them, giving an encouraging kick from time to 

time. The rain had stopped playing around now, 
and was streaming down our cagoule sleeves and 
dripping in cold showers down our necks. It was 
miserable work. At the second belay another salvo 
whined down the face and bounced off Paul's 
rucksac. It looked for all the world like a scene 
from The White Spider. Paul cursed something at 
me. "What?" *as if I couldn't guess). "I said let's 
get the hell out of here." 'The Plan' could stuff 
itself. 

As soon as we had set up an abseil the rain died 
down to a heavy drizzle. A hasty conference -
O.K, we'll move on. But the abseil rope was 
jammed in a crack so I had to go down anyway, and 
thenjumar back up. Hard times. 

We soon reached the dreaded Al pitch. You 
were obviously supposed to shin up the caving 
rope which dangled temptingly above our noses. 
It provided a runner, however, and Paul 
scrabbled up to the left. Touch and go go go. 

A few more pitches brought us to the second 
snowfield, and I moved into the lead, kicking steps 
and daggering with a chock for a full rope-length. 
It was very exposed - not from below, but above. 
Shit - no belay. After several minutes of anxious 
searching I found a baby crack and pulled up the 
hammerand somepegswhichdidn'tfit One tied
offbladeandan RP.Zero - itwouldn'tevenmake 
a runner. 

Anybody who has really tried to haul 150lbs of 
equipment knows that the text-book pictures of a 
foot-pump action area joke in bad taste. You have 



to tie thejumarto your waist and use every muscle 
in your body to gain those vital inches which grad
ually accumulate to make the rope-length as the 
subbom, ugly lumps of dead-weight grind and 
jerk their way towards you. They acquire a·n evil, 
demented life-force of their own. It's not really 
your partner that you 'recursing as the slow boring 
minutes of incommunication tick by before he 
soloes up to pull the little bastards out of the tiny 
cubby-hole that they have burrowed into. 

"Er. . . Pau~ can you help the sacks up, please? 
This belay is not too good." 

The next day, Paul ripped out one of the in situ 
pegs by trying for that ltttle extra leverage. That 
one had lookedgood - thisoneyou could move by 
hand. Gently, of so gently, I coaxed the sacks 
upwards, mainly hand over hand. True to form, 
the clung tenaciously to the meeting line between 
the snow and rock. Pauljoined me and stared in 
disbelief at our belay. "Let's get the hell out of 
here." 

The quickest way seemed to be a rising traverse 
to belay on the main Wall. We tied two ropes 
together and I made a terrifying race across the 
debris chute. Two hundred feet up, with a Friend 
rammed between the snow and a boulder to give 
an illustion of security, I was just negotiating a 
steep bulge when we came under fire again. The 
Trolls were busy today. I jumped out of the way 
and slithered for a bit but Paul was knocked over 
by the first bruising encounter and fell onto the 
belay - it held! We took the hint, and I wuickly 
made some desperate a cheva/ moves at the lip of 
a 60 ft bergschund, to bridge the gap higher up 
and jump across to a perfect nut crack. At last we 
were out of the firing zone. 

The pitch above us was graded VI with a peg for 
aid. Free it yielded at about Sb, and I was glad that 
Paul had to lead it because it was a long, hard and 
frighteningly wet struggle to reach the next belay. 
With a gallon of water tied to my waist it was time 
to give thejumars some exercise. On the way up I 
pulled out the oldaidpeg by hand. Paul wasn 'ttoo 
pleased about that, as it had been his best runner. 
By the time we reached the bivouac it was getting 
on for midnight. 

Aclearmorningputpaid to any hopes of a crafty 
fester. But we were in no hurry to leave our ledge 
and laid for a while listening to ice breaking in the 
amphitheatre below. It was fun to watch the 
rockfall now that we were not the target Suddenly 
there was a sharp crack and a human scream. We 
started up - a body was hurtling down the 
opposite wall and we stared, transfixed. How had 
it happened? At the last possible moment he 
pulled a ripcord and his parachute yanked him to 
safety. This was the first of many free-fall jumpers 
that we watched launching themselves over this, 
the best wall of its kind in the world. "How about 
that for a descent route?" 

We ferried the gear along a series ofldges to the 
foot of The Nick, a fifty metre diedre which 
proved to be the technical crux of the whole route 
- apart from a route-finding error on the Narrow 
Slab. The Nick was looking decidedly damp, but 
we had bags of white courage. It was no use at all 
on the wet gneiss, but it still felt good. Paul 
bridged up and then began a series of balance 
moves to gain a shallow groove in the left wall. 
The old aid pegs gave perfect protection for the 
crux move, a strenuous layaway and mantleshelf 
combination known elsewhere as a Harrison's 
Move. The exit from The Nick was my lead, and I 
set off very shakily, following the line of pegs. It 
was hard and the wrongside of vertical- at least, it 
felt that way. I peeled off once, sliding out of a 
single-finger jam. Strength was sweating away to 
be replaced by useless fear. I can't free it! Maybe I 

could finder-traverse to the arete at this level? It 
meantleavingthesecurityofthepeglinetomakean 
alarming swing on finger-tips and a wild mantle
shelf. A real wobbler. Paul had the further 
problem of freeing the jammed sacks on the way. 
What the hell was the Great Wall going to be like? 

The Great Wall towered above the second 
bivouac, brown and ominous; sheer for almost 
four hundred feet. With most of our remaining 
water we cooked a curry by mistake, leaving us 
with sore throats and tired hearts. Itwasalongway 
to the next supply. We gazed up in silence. A fixed 
rope was dangling down the first sixty feet, 
attached to three pegs which appeared to be the 
only protection. The top section was still drying 
off. What iftheweather breaks?Itwasgoingto bea 
sleepless night. 

"Fany an evening's climbing?" 
We roped up, Bristol fashion. No hauls, no 

sacks, no hassle. lfwe couldn't free it now, we 
never would. I moved across to the huge comer 
and relaxed in the shelter of a perfect belay. It was 
the Strep's lead! 

"All yours, Paul. Give it some stick." 
It was easy to be cool on the soft end. 
A wild swing from several feet down the comer 

gained the crackline, and committed Paul to the 
wall. A few poor jams gave way to a pitch of pure 
delight; good, solid, strenuousjammingwith per
fect protection in a hidden crack. Paul powered up 
forabouteightyfeet to a comfortable stance on the 
only ledge on the Great Wall. With the 
psychological barrier broken, or at least cracked, 
we rigged up an exciting abseil across the comer 
and slid back to the bivvy. Tomorrow evening 
should see the main difficulties below us. What a 
difference a day makes .. . the tune kept running 
through my head as I sank into sleep. 

We carried th(J)egsatthetop of the sacks, but the 
Great Wal/went like a dream. Another clear day, 
superb sustained climbing from one hanging 
stance to the next, easy sack-hauling and a ringside 
view of the parachutists. Below us we could just 
make out some climbers approaching the Intro 
Wall. At the top, an awkward and exposed ramp 
led round the arete to the start of a ledge system 
and above this, the Black Cleft loomed; a fiendish 
chimney which repulsed our hauling efforts. 
Hours passed before we gained our reward, a grey 
snow patch and a comfy ledge. 

A superb sunrise as the clouds massed by in 
multicoloured convoys. Butthefewinsipidraysof 
sun that found us for the first and only time that 
morning were small consolation for the 
impending deluge. 

We made an early start, trying to race the rain 
through the Exit Chimneys, but it caught us up on 
the Narrow Slab, as I set off on the main pitch. A 
crescendo of technical moves caught me off 
balance below some overlaps, where a profusion 
of pegs sprouted in all directions. The logical 
direction was straight up, so I forced a low traverse 
beneath the pegs, excavating toe smears and las
soeing a piton for protection. I wasted over an 
hour creating Narrow Slab Eliminate (E25c), for 
as I struggled up and back right I could see the 
obvious line which strolled through the overlaps. 
Paul fumed up and into the lead, fighting through 
the stream that gushed from the chimneys. The 
friendly valley had vanished, deserting us to a 
lonely bubble in the clouds. 

It was another one of those days. A solid diet of 
desperately wet battles as we fought our way 
through 300 feet of Grade VI chimneys littered 
with aid pegs that leered temptingly at our soggy 
black hands. Hours of heartbreaking toil; the rain 
grew steadily heavier, the disintegrating haul bags 
played with us like naughty children, and it 

Above: Long belaying in the Exit Chimneys as the 
clouds close in. Photos: Long Collection. 

became increasingly, painfully obvious that we 
would not reach the top today. 

The Summit Gully was long and wet, loose and 
dangerous. The fun had long since died; this was a 
plodding test of endurance, pitch upon pitch of 
desperate grovelling. It looked and felt more like 
the Claichaig Gully than a classic Big Wall. We 
trundled a mound of rubble from a narrow ledge, 
perched the Trangia beside us and threw together 
several packets of"Gryte" - the Norwegian brand 
of dehydrofood - to make a huge Gryte goulash 
currey supreme. High above us the weird summit 
formations that inspired the Troll legend seemed 
to be gathering to peer at us through the mist It 
sure was a long, wet summer night. 

The morning gloomed, darker than midnight. 
More wet chimneys, more hard moves as Paul 
slithered past the final aid peg in sidestroke. We 
know we've freed it, but no relief; was if 
something goes wrong now? Memories of a 
broken wrist near the summit of the Frendo Spur. 

I tiptoe up a snow gully, no runners as my 
Asolos skid. A perfect crack for a Friend belay. 
Thank you Friend, thank you Paul. Everything is 
happening at weird speeds, it's unreal. Through a 
window, padding up a slab, this is it we're going to 
make it, just across this over-hanging wall, 
monster jugs - at last - I'm safe. I pose for the 
summit shot, gaunt against the skyline like 
another Troll. Paul manages a hybrid grin -
"Looks like we made it Steve." 

"Let's get the hell out of here." 
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YOSEMITE TREATS 
by Pat Ament 

A few years ago I saw Chuck Pratt in Berkeley, 
California, and he asked me if I was going up to 
"the gulch". He referred jocularly to Yosemite 
Valley. I knew that the Valley was rapidly becom
ing different - especially for the early climbers 
who had so loved it and who had I ived and played 
there when it was relatively virgin and less pop
ulated. I sensed Pratt's feeling of loss, yet I was 
more optimistic, hoping to meet the changing 
times, to draw new power out of whatever 
excitement there was to come. 

After several trips to Yosemite over the last few 
years, I have realized certain peculiarities which 
are Yosemite. If you were to be going to the Valley 
your first time, you would be exposed to a store of 
linle human shows, dynamic, diminutive 
experiences, treats, wonders, as quaint as they are 
revealing. Based on my personal experience, here 
are a few of the more familiar marvels which 
represent Yosemite, as it is. 

John Bachar's Dark Glasses 
The eyes of coons glow in the dark in Yosemite. 

So do the eyes of the bears. In tune with the trends, 
John Bachar, one of Yosemite's resident super 
climbers, has found a pair of dark glasses with two 
little hidden red lights attached behind the center 
of each frame, lights which blink on and off as he 
so decides by pushing a tiny button he holds in his 
pocket. The button is connected to the lights by a 
small concealed wire which runs out an arm of the 
glasses and inconspicuously down to his pocket. 
At night you may find John standing mysteriously 
outside the lodge and looking in, or he may be 
sitting statuesquely in the lounge, in his lurking 
way, half nodding, hoping for some tourist couple 
to glance indifferently over at him at which instant 
his eyes blink on and off, along with a sinister 
smile, leaving the couple struck dumb, sitting 
agape, as if by sorcery. 

Climbing, ofitself, is in no way enough to enter
tain the creative. 

Playing chess in the lodge one evening, I 
glanced up after making a good move and saw 
John watching from outside. His eyes blinking 
with approval , little lights of victory telegraphing 
through a window. 

Falling Objects 
The falling haul bag is a highlight of Yosemite 

and a hazard of walking up along the base of El 
Cap. Haul bags are frequently discarded (for 
convenience) from near the top of El Cap. The 
hated bag is finally cast free as the climbers either 
sense victory, reach the resperation point, or 
simply forget to tie the bag in right. In some cases, 
the bag may burst in its falling and send down 
many other missiles, tin cans, and hardware, in a 
shower of noise and debris. The short crack routes 
along the bottom of El Cap, little baptisms in 
beauty where the health of the soul may be 
restored, are particularly meaningful to climbers 
who enjoy the new and definite feeling of 
precariousness, the added dimension of falling 
trash, equipment, haul bags, and other assorted, 
sometimes necessary droppings, all very carefully 
packaged and aimed at the climber below with his 
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disconcerted fear of the realms of rock which rise 
above. Indeed, a climber today must be prepared 
to take his lumps. 

To escape these hazards, I turned, this last 
spring, to the vast Yosemite meadows, those safe, 
private flowing grasses in the middle of the Valley. 
The restorative power of a night in the meadow 
would be my refuge. As morning came, I lifted my 
eyelids to notice a hlrng-glider floating towards 
me. No more than a few feet from me, the pilot let 
out a shrill piercing sound of desperation, a sound 
tapering to an ugly, awful moan, as the glider 
slowly but precisely tilted forward and, like a paper 

airplane dove point first into the meadow. Clump' 
The pilot, somehow unhurt but embarrassed, 
regained his composure, greeting me with, "Not 
very beautiful, but ... " Then he carried his large 
arrow away. 

The Earthquake 
Yosemite is full of surprises, but one I would 

prefer not to re-experience is the earthquake. Cali
fornia in general is threatening to tremble into the 
ocean, but you would think Yosemite, secluded 
high in the Sierra, would be the solid exception. I 
thought so until I rose up about five feet , lifted 



Above: Not kungfu but hacky in the 'arking plot'. No prizes for spotting the ball. 

suddenly by a large, loud ripple running through 
the meadow. Rumor was that climbers watched 
their nut placements fall out("friends" stayed in). 
I heard tell of off-widths becoming chimneys. 

Two quakes hit that day, the second while I was 
attending a Ii ttl e church service in the small chapel 
below Sentinel Rock. We slid laterally back and 
forth, from one end of our pews to the other, 
listening trustingly to the undisturbed solo per
formance of a woman singer. As the quake and the 
singing subsided, the Bishop complimented the 
singer and said she had given us an earth-shaking 
rendition. 

The Postcard 
A focal point ofYosemite climbing is the lodge. 

You will see forlorn, humorous souls slouching 
and bivouacing on couches, some of the sterling, 
ultimate characters of climbing, in coiled 
menacing postures, or relaxed, laughing, 
perching there, sorting gear, playing hacky-sack, 
waiting for the weather, debating gradings (a sort 
of existential hacky-sack), chuckling in between 
crazy manic silences, a soiled, rain-drenched, 
imbibing melting pot and pot smoking collection 
of semi-distinct 5th-class faces in an era of semi
distinct 5th-class. The dialogues bear 
examination: 

"This weather sucks." 
"Hey, man, that was good acid." 
"Can I borrow your rope?" 
"We did that route barefoot." 
"Have you seen the new postcard ofJardine on 

Separate Reality?" 
These were the sounds of last spring. In the 

center of this was a pocket of climbers from Japan, 
inquisitive and earnest, sitting in a circle, speaking 
seemingly all at once in quick choppy Japanese, 
musing and celebrating with Schlitz and sake. 

I found myself there too, like everyone, slightly 
assimilated and inexplicably eavesdropping on 
the controversy and chatter. 

While a few climbers appeared to be building 
some memories, others would have no 

memories, because they were just moving, 
moving. They didn ' t want to stop and look at it, 
their lives cut with acid, consumption, and 
ratings. There seemed an urgency to raise the 
standards to 5.12, whether it existed or not. Tom 
Higgins alluded to this one day, in subtle protest, 
when he led a 5.11 new route and gave it the name 
"Old 5.10". But, I was sorry to hear that Se{!arate 
Reality had been down-rated to 5.11,justafter the 
postcards of it were starting to sell. 

The Helicopter At Supper Time 
This is that longed-foroccasion when you settle 

down in the campground one evening at supper. 
As you chew your food you hear a helicopter 
moving quickly overhead. You notice a long cable 
hanging below the copter. Attached to the end of 
the cable and swinging freely in space, is incred
ibly, a climber's body - limp, apparently lifeless, 
too far above to discern a whimper or a twitch. 
This appetizing spectacle seems designed for the 
superstitious climber, the soul preparing for his or 
her first big wall, or anyone sensitive to the omen. 
For the calloused, this isjustanothersavory tidbit 
of the Yosemite collage. For me, the meal could 
only be salvaged by my clinging to a personal 
glimmer of hope that the person on that wild ride 
was somehow still alive. 

Camp 
As you might anticipate, there cannot be found 

a vacant campsite in anyofthesceniccampgrunds 
near the river. These are usually all reserved, 
apparently, well in advance for tourists with 
winnebagos. So you tum in despair to Sunnyside 
(the Old Camp 4). "You' ll like this one," a ranger 
said smiling, giving me a camp permit and 
pointing me vaguely toward the junkyard of 
tenting. My small spot, in the ants, was hidden in 
the midst of it all, about twenty feet from a power
ful john, and almost in the middle of a busy 
thruway. I tried this choice spot out, but, despite 
the density of humanity, the reality of a personal 
loneliness was all pervading. 

Fixed Bashies 
There has been quite a revolution in Yosemite, 

and one direction has been to get the big walls 
under control. No point in going to the same 
trouble the first ascent parties did. So, for 
convenience, routes are becoming more and 
more "fixed". The Shield, on El Cap, for example, 
is lined with fixed rurps and what are colloquially 
referred to as "chicken bolts", making climbing 
really sensuous and immediate. Bashiesarea little 
subculture of Yosemite. On certain A-5 routes, 
many bashies are left in place, or, in other words, 
fixed , because they don ' t easily come out, butthis 
eliminates repeated placements, subsequent rock 
damage, and any hampering of aesthetics. The 
Nose of El Cap has nasal congestion with most of 
the pi tons now fixed , and the rappel stations down 
the Nose are fixed also. Thousands of colorful 
(rotten) slings are everywhere in Yosemite fixed. I 
gu ess all that I am wondering is about rock 
climbing itself - the problem, and how we are 
going to fix it. 

Hang Dogging 
Techniques in Yosemite have ascended to new 

heights, and many new styles are being born. One 
climber reported to me that he had accomplished 
a certain lead, and I was impressed. When I asked 
him how it was, he hesitated, then confessed tome 
in a whisper that he had done it by "hang 
dogging". I pretended to know what he was 
talking about, but to this moment I find myself 
pondering, "What, in heaven 's sake, did he 
mean ?" 

The Rangers 
While driving through Yosemite this last 

spring, I was pulled overand cooly detained by the 
rangers. I had beengoinga little slow, enjoying the 
scenery, looking at the surrounding irresistible 
rocks. The rangers found mea bit incredulous,as I 
was instructed by them to keep my eyes ... upon 
the road. 

A few images which crystallize the passions of a 
generation and only hint, I suspect, at the follies of 
the next. A 
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CONVERT 
by Kevin Walker 

What the hell persuaded me to come on this 
trip anyway? I mean, here I am, gasping for air at 
the bottom of some monstrous lump of rock, half 
way up a mountain and miles from nowhere! I 
should never have told him that I couldn't see the 
point of rock climbing. 

"Don't knock it till you've tried it," he said. 
"You'll not get me poncing about on a rock

face," said I. Why is it that my words have a nasty 
habit of backfiring on me? I should never have 
come along- I just know I'm going to make a fool 
of myself. 

Strange, isn't it? I suppose I've had plenty of 
opportunities to tum back already. The miles of 
driving along what can only be called apologies 
for roads - "to get to the climb," he said. So we 
park in the middle of some guy's field, with not 
even a boulder in sight, let alone a cliff. His so
called "short walk" turned out to be three 
grinding miles: I could have turned back then; 
pleaded a gammy leg or something - but he 
knows me too well for that! And then that lung
wrenching scree slope: eight hundred feet of 
grunting, scrabbling, clawing, sliding, ankle
shattering agony! Why didn't I plead a weak 
heart, or tell him I smoked too much and would 

40 

never make it? What made it worse was the way 
he seemed to float up without any effort. He 
wasn't even out of breath! 

I have to admit that I am curious as to what he 
finds so compelling, and the trek here - however 
painful - was different in a funny sort of way. As 
the view opened out, so did I. There's a type of 
peaceful atmosphere up here that I've never met 
before. It's as if I'm in a different world, with all 
my worries and problems left down there, com
pletely remote. The scenery is certainly 
impressive, but I don't see how he can call this 
lump of rock "beautiful"! I mean, it's just a lump 
of rock, isn't it? He may have got me walking, but 
climbing ... That's a different thing altogether. 

Look at him mucking about with miles of rope 
and hundreds of bits of metal! And this harness
think feels like it could be dangerous: how to lose 

' your manhood in one easy lesson! Trouble is, I 
reckon I'm committed now. It'll look like I'm 
chickening out if I tum back, and imagine what 
the lads at home would say. I suppose that I've got 
no choice but to trust him! 

* * * * * * 

God, I hope I can remember all those things he 
said! What was it now? Climb with your feet and 
not your hands. Don't hug the rock. Work out 
where you're going before you move. Don't 
forget my runners! 'Belays', 'krabs', 'nuts' ... 
That's about it - nuts! I must be nuts! ... 

Am I holding the rope correctly? Can I hold 
him ifhe falls off? What the hell am I doing here, 
holding on to some loonie's rope while he 
prances around like a demented ballerina ... 

What in God's name was he standing on then? 
This is crazy - there's no way that I can do that! I 
can't even see what's holding him there ... 

What were those calls again? Climb when 
you're ready; Taking in; Okay; Slack; That's me; 
Tight Rope. Oh yes - I can remember Tight 
Rope ... 

Oh Christ! I can't even see him now! How do I 
know what he's doing? How do I know when he 
wants me to climb? What happens ifhe runs out 
ofrope?HowwillHeknowwhat/'mdoing?What 
happens ifhe falls off? Bugger Him, what happens 
if I fall off? ... 

Calm down, man, calm down! Don't let it get 
to you! You'll be okay - just remember what he 
said. Trust him - he'll not let you fall! Must have a 



fag. How the hell can I light a fag without letting 
go of his rope? ... 

What was that he shouted? 
"Taking in!" 
Now I can have that fag! 
''That's me!" 
If only the lads could see me now, screaming at 

a lump of rock with no-one else in sight. 
"Climb when you're ready!" 
I don'tthink I'll ever be ready, but I can't really 

tum back now. I wish my heart would stop 
pounding! Come on - calm down! It can't be that 
bad - can it? Let the atmosphere get to you. 
Maybe that's a part of climbing? Oh well: here we 
go! Goodbye world! 

"Climbing!". 
"Okay!". 

* * * * * * 

It's really peaceful up here - just me and the 
rock and the view. I thought it was steep when I 
looked up from below, but it seems even steeper 
looking down from above! For some strange 

Photos of Great Slab, Cwm Silyn by Kevin Walker. 

reason the height doesn't seem to worry me -
maybe this climbing lark is beginning to get to 
me? There certainly is something about it, 
although there's no way that! can describe it. It's 
so much more than just climbing a piece of rock
so much more than just climbing it 'because it's 
there'. There just aren't the right words. Exciting, 
challenging, peaceful, aesthetic, thought
provoking, atmospheric ... It's all of those, but 
there's something else as well. Much more, in 
fact. At least I'm beginning to understand how he 
can call this piece of rock 'beautiful'. 

This makes me feel so small and insignificant
just me and the rock and the view. Ifit weren't for 
this rope and if I was to fall off, there would be 
nothing that anyone could do! Maybe that's what 
it's all about? Just me and nature? Okay, so there 
are times when I don't notice the view - like when 
my knee starts shaking - but equally there are 
times when I don't notice the rock! This is some
thing else - climbing to get high! It really strips 
away all those phoney pretensions; opens up the 
senses. I can see things from a completely 
different viewpoint; smell the scent of the 

heather and the peat; hear the bubbling streams 
and the bleating sheep; taste the sweetness of the 
thick, fresh, rich, unpolluted air; feel the warm, 
rough, friendly texture of the rock, and the blood 
pulsing through my veins. 

Apparently horrendous movements on seem
ingly non-existent holds, inching my way ever 
upwards, ever nearer the top. Just me and the 
rock and the view.No place for airs and graces; no 
place for putting on an act. This is pure, 
unadulterated life. The joy of measured 
movement in hitherto unbelievable situations; 
the careful consideration of the key to a near 
blank wall; that wide step across onto the edge of 
nothingness; those beautiful, bountiful sharp
edged holds just when I thought I was coming off; 
and suddenly - his friendly face, split by a wide 
grin. 

"Well?" he said, with the thought behind the 
question showing plainly in his eyes. 

"You've just got yourself a convert!" said I, 
matching his grin inch for inch. 
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RockShow-
by Malcolm Haslam 

Hoghton, the grand theatre, constructed with a 
frame of the finest quarried gritstone. A daunting 
palace of the dramatic arts, where success is not 
easily gained, and failure rejected immediately. 
The stage is alive with productions in which any 
budding thespian can perform, and if 
triumphant, will be granted just rewards, to be 
measured in terms of quality climbing on superb 
lines in tremendous situations. 
Dangler, a journey from here to there, nowhere 

to nowhere. A climb which must be an end in 
itself, its own raison d'etre, or there will be 
nothing to be said about it, and it will be 
forgotten. Fortunately, an encounter with 
Dangler could never be forgotten. It provides a 
challenge, which the aspiring player can only 
meet by delving deep into himself to bring out 
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the necessary character, to portray such an 
awesome role. 
Certainly this is no traditional climb, for it has no 

beginning or end, just a start and finish. 
Commencing on one ledge thirty feet above the 
ground, and having its conclusion on another, 
thrity feet below the top of the crag. It is not, 
however, a variation pitch, a lesser part of a 
greater whole. No, this is something else. Fifty 
feet of rock, the completeness of which can only 
be understood by those who follow the drama 
through from prologue to finale, requiring 
advanced techniques, boldness, perseverance, 
stamina and perhaps just a little magical 
levitation, for those moments when nothing else 
seems to work. 
Originally ascended as an aritificial climb (and 

who can blame them?), the pitch was thought to 
be sufficiently difficult and exposed to warrant 
the grade of A3, making this the most arduous of 
the peg-routes in the quarry. Now, in its free 
form, it is a fine illustration of the type of 
climbing which Hoghton has to offer, and 
whichever character you choose to portray, it is 
an excellent route for bringing out your own. 

* * * * * * 

Standing on the ledge once more, memories are 
replayed ... an early attempt, when snow had to 
be cleared, and hot cups of coffee were most 
welcome ... a superb summer's evening, on form 
and vibrant, having just knocked off both 

Maraschino and Dangler "free". Times change, 
and we are back once more, to eradicate those 
offending rest-points, and even though it's a cold 
December day, Dave's got it together, he's got his 
psyche to keep him warm, and even with the cool 
vibes from the tranny, I'm sure we're in for some 
hot action. 
In the wings can be seen the ritual tightening of 

laces, the sweet smell of tincture pervades the 
atmosphere. Suddenly, a cloud of white dust 
erupts about the actors, and the scene is set. 
"Look after the watch, man", and he's away. 

Welcome to Dave's pan to, where the action 
going down is the act of going up. A corner leads 
to the first roof, where 'pro' can be rigged, to 
make safe the stage on which the plot is about to 
unfold. 
This initial corner is easy, up to a point, and the 

point is the crux, 6a, or is it, Well, it requires a 
couple of tries before the kid makes a break for 
the lip, and he's off. Spazzed out he beats a 
retreat. I bet that that scared the hell out of him. 
What a well named route. After a brief rest, and a 
head injection, he's bounding once more to his 
high-point, the 'hard-moves' at the top of the 
comer coming easier this time round, and we' re 
ready for act two. 

Dave Kenyon on thefirstfree ascent of Dangler. Photos: Haslam. 

''Watch the rope, man", and he goes for it. The 
well oiled machine arches its high-tensile back, 
and reaches out under the ceiling. Five steel 
digits disappear into the crack, and one slow 
motion moment later, five more join them and 
lock in position. Amazing. He's still up there, 
body horizontal, and not far to go. Great, now all 
he has to do is to let go with one hand and reach 
up. Sounds easy? Well come and try it. 
Anyway, the show must go on, and he tries this 

easy but hard manoeuvre, and gets away with it, 
thereby gaining a hand-hold above the roof. 
(Gripping isn't it) (If you're lucky, yes.) . From 
this position it is possible to shake out one arm, 
and have a dip in the old chalk bag. Dip in the bag? 
Oh no, the bag's swinging. He can't reach it. 
Come on Dave, go for it. Go for it. 
"Gotta have some chalk, man". 
Come on, come on. You can't fail now. 
The swinging bag and Dave's frantically 

searching hand finally make contact. A quick in 
and out, and . .. action . .. 
One pull. 
Lock out, and reach. 
Another pull. Legs swinging, feet dangling, toes 

pointed. 
Lock out, reach, and he's got it. Into the vertical. 

Paradise, man. Runner on, shake out, chalk up 
and go. 
Layaways lead round the second roof, 

strenuous, but as nothing compared to what's 
gone before. Tiring now, he moves left under the 
third and final roof, on gratifyingly huge but 
slippery jugs, pausing ( or is it posing?), to clip a 
peg, before escaping from under the glowering 
mess of overhangs, onto a superb, and 
phenominally exposed arete. But this isn't just 
any arete. No, it's one that a thoughtful props 
department, supplied with .. . yes, almost a 
foothold . (Faint) . 
A weird resting position, crouched on friction, 

with the arete gripping firmly between the knees, 
(no giggling at the back there), allows him to eye 
up the final tricky section, a high step-up, palming 
an undercut arch. It would be easy enough at 
ground level, but here, a million feet up, with 
blown arms .. . But usually, the leading man can 
cope with these pressures. He can hear the cries 
of encouragement from the auditorium, the 
applause of an unseen crowd, and he makes the 
moves with seeming ease, a fitting climax. 
He reaches the top, a ledge, his summit. A 
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PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

Alan Harris, one of the leading 'characters' of Welsh climbing, known internationally for his amazing hospitality and 
energy, who dted recently. He had just co-authored a climbing novel reviewed in this issue. A memorialfund has been 
established, anyone wishing to contribute should contact Mountain Magazine. 

fiction becomes fact If books are indeed getting bigger, 
we ought not to be surprised. This 
is an age of superlatives, of blind 
worship of bigfullness. The 
Guinnesses, McWhirters, Roy 
Castles of this world have a lot to 
answer for in conditioning us to 
think that whatever is not the 
greatest, or the first-ever, not a 
record-breaker of some crazy form 
or another, has a significance value 
of - zilch. It is a product of the time, 
then, and we' re stuck with it. So 
delving a little more deeply, is there 
anything to recommend these big 
books besides their size? 
Weightiness is obviously supposed 
to convey worthiness and 
scholarship - does it? 

There are many who, when winter 
comes, find the attractions of the 
Great Outdoors lose out to those of 
the grate indoors, and for them, 
Christmas is traditionally the time to 
reach out for a good book. 
Recognising this, all the best 
journals riffle through the year's 
offerings at this time to pronounce 
learnedly on the words that made it 
into print, and the trends they 
foreshadow. So why not Mountain? 
What do we make of 1 981 ? 
Two - I don't think we can call them 
climbing books exactly, but books 
by climbers and certainly with 
climbers in mind as part of a wider 
readership - reached the Sunday 
Times Best Seller lists during the 
year. One was The Big Walks by Ken 
Wilson and Richard Gilbert, which 
made it to number 14 last spring, 
and more recently, Bonington's 
Quest For Adventure (Hodder & 
Stoughton,£ 14.95), launched 
straight in at number 8 within a 
couple of weeks of publication, 
evidently set to rise much higher. 
One glib observation that can be 
drawn, looking around, is that this 
has been the Year of the Big Book. 
Besides Big Walks and Big 
Bonington's Big Quest (448 pages), 
we have seen The Big Book of 
Mountaineering (edited by Bruno 
Moravetz); a big book on that 
biggest of mountains, Big E 
(Everest, Walt Unsworth, 578 pages 
Allen Lane£ 14.95); Galen Rowell 
has continued his big thought
provoking, big picturebook series 
with Many People Come Looking, 
Looking; while in Italy, Alessandro 
Gogna ~as brought out a big book 
on new era Italian big rock routes. 
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In most cases, happily, it seems to. 
Take Big Walks again. We have 
been told - well, harangued really 
by its voluble publisher - that this is 
an important and innovative work 
we cannot afford not to own. We're 
not gullible infants. We know when 
we're being given the hard sell. We 
don't have to fall for all the clever 
ad-blurb. But ... the fact remains, 
more than 15,000 people made up 
their own minds, dug deep into 
their pockets(£ 16.95) and bought 
it. Reason? It really did offer 
something fresh. Hitherto books on 
walking had tended to be utility 
affairs, coming cheap and small so 
that each time the walker set off for 
unknown trails, he could buy a new 
one and slot it into his pocket. Big 
Walks fits nobody's pocket. It stays 
at home. The impact of its 
compelling pictures and uncluttered 
prose is one of the forces that 
propels the walker out of the house. 
When he returns, the book provides 
him with a ready-made souvenir 
album of where he has been. One 

has even to assume that for many, 
the book actually takes the place of 
walking - encapsulates the 
experience without the reader 
needing to go anywhere. Top marks 
then to Wilson and Gilbert. 
The multi-pages of Bonington and 
Unsworth, too, present value for 
money (at around 3p per page). 
They are not overwrought, not 
fluffy, all good factual stuff. But the 
same cannot truly be said of The Big 
Book of Mountaineering. This 
monster is altogether too big, too 
puffed up. It weighs five pounds for 
crissake. Its photographs are fine, 
many of its 28 essays are 
thoughtful and informative, but it 
could all surely have been equally 
effective in smaller format. 
Another fascinating contemporary 
development has been the swing 
towards fiction - and a very high 
standard of fiction at that. With 
notable exceptions, most 
mountaineering stories of the past 
have fallen into the ripping yarns 
category. Either climbers tried to tell 
stories with little actual narrative 
skill, or established storytellers 
seized upon climbing as a suitably 
spectacular backdrop against which 
to enact their plots, with the result 
that the climbing sequences - to 
the climber-reader at least - had 
the clicheed, unreal ring of 
melodrama. 
The same could be said, I am sure, 
of other early genre writing. Much 
early Sci-fi was very hammy and 
contrived, yet now there can be few 
who will deny the importance of 
science fiction either as a valid way 
of exploring problems and choices 
confronting modern man, or indeed, 
as literature. Similarly, mountain 
fiction is growing up. Pure action is 

being overlaid by a concern for the 
actors. Climbing is no mere puppet
routine devised by the author as 
something for his characters to do, 
but rather an integral part in the 
make-up of what are increasingly
believable characters. Victor and Ed, 
the central figures in Dave Roberts' 
novella Like Water and Like Wind, 
are multi-faceted, built up by the 
author, gradually, one precisely
observed personal quirk upon 
another. In Solo Faces, James Salter 
makes of his hero, Vernon Rand, a 
typical victim of the bleak 
rootlessness, the despair and 
isolation that can follow in the wake 
of a hard climbing career. Salter, we 
learn, was intrigued by the romantic 
aura that surrounded American 
climber, Gary Hemming, Le Beatnik, 
darling of the French press, who 
sparked and drifted his way through 
the alpine scene of the mid-sixties. 
A sensitive vagabond, he snatched 
coveted first ascents and scuffled 
with authority. In the space of a few 
weeks in 1966 he led a 
controversial rescue on the Dru, and 
was prosecuted for housebreaking, 
and vagrancy, and failure to 
cooperate with the police, after 
scaling the balcony of a smart 
Parisian home in an effort to contact 
his former girlfriend, a professor's 
daughter. Finally, unable to bear 
mounting internal tensions, 
Hemming shot himself. Though 
Salter's Vernon Rand does not 
literally shoot himself, he is patently 
a Hemming-figure: sexually 
attractive but unable to settle for the 
demands and limitations that love 
would bring, instinctively distrustful 
of security, yet at the same time 
being irreparably destroyed by 
constant insecurity. It is a figure - a 
breed almost - we can all 
recognise. We have all known our 
Hemmings. That Rand, in Solo 
Faces, is an American works to his 
advantage, in that, though we doubt 
he finds salvation, he is eventually 
able to escape into the shifting 
anonymity of smalltown USA. Too 
often in Britain there is no such 
obscurity to dissolve into, and 
legends are obliged to live on, 
publicly. 
This year's big novel Take It To The 
Limit (Lucy Rees and Al Harris 
Diadem £5.95), like Solo Faces, 
takes a lingering look back at the 
sixties, and again, less with 
nostalgia than with bitterness for its 
lost innocence and thwarted 
promise. It is impossible now to 
separate in the mind this Harris
inspired book from the recent death 
of Harris himself. It is inevitable that 
it will now be read with any eye 
open for clues about his complex 
nature. 
Harris was a professional climber in 
that climbing fitted in as a risk sport 
into his life as a whole which he 
also treated as a risk sport. He died 
not on a climb but while pushing 
his limits as a fast driver. It was his 
expertise in 'the gambling life' that 
provided the incident and 
charactertisation which Lucy Rees 
scripted. 
The book he and Lucy have 
produced is tragic but with 
elements of black farce. Luke, the 
pivotal figure of a triangular 
relationship, is powerful, ever
hungry for some new distillation of 
experience. Relentlessly he piles 
sensation upon sensation without 
being able to derive much 
satisfaction from any of them. It is 
acheingly sad. Even the authors 
could see no living solution to the 
predicament. Poor Luke has to die 
in a ramifying tragedy. 
There is one other novel - story -
document - I'm not sure how best 



to address it - book, anyway, that 
should be mentioned here: Rob 
Taylor's The Break (Coward, 
McCann & Geoghegan $14.95), 
tale of a hideous accident on Breach 
Wall, Kilimanjaro and its aftermath. 
Taylor, it will be remembered 
(Mountain 63), was himself victim 
of such an accident when 
attempting the route with Henry 
Barber. In his dramatised version, 
the hero climbs with on "Harley 
Warner". Presumably the writing of 
this book was some form of 
cathartic exercise for Taylor, but fact 
done up in the guise of fiction is 
always a dangerous commodity 
(remember the furore stirred up by 
the TV film Death of a Princess); and 
it always leaves itself open to the 
question: if you have changed the 
name of one of the leading 
characters what else have you 
changed? From this follows a 
further question, if the name has 
been changed to prevent legal 
action, presumably libel, should the 
story have been published at all? It 
is these considerations that mar 
what is otherwise an interesting 
book. 
So what is the fact and what the 
fiction? 
An exhaustive study of 
Mountaineering Fiction was one of 
many interesting papers presented 
at Birmingham University's recent 
conference on Sports Fiction . It was 
the product of almost a year's solid 
reading by W.R. Neate, one of 
mountaineering's most diligent 
biblio-experts. Some 300 items 
were assessed, and it could not 
have been easy to remain clear
headed with so many plots and 
characters wheeling around the 
brain. W.R. Neate's paper 
concludes with a select 
bibliography of over 1 50 titles 
which ought, by rights, to become 
the standard reference to the 
subject. This Mountaineering 
Fiction paper, along with others 
from the conference, should 
eventually be available from the PE 
Department of Birmingham 
University. 
In tile wider world of books there 
is now less difference between 
the fact/fiction.Increasingly the big 
figures in the world of authors are 
the people who are dealing in 'that 
sort of truth which is stranger than 
fiction', Americans such as Tom 
Wolfe, Hunter Thompson and Paul 
Theroux. For these people select the 
facts they choose to present to the 
reader and use the selection to 
describe the whole. In fiction one 
has the verite of le Carre, Antony 
Burgess where story is incident. The 
test of either this school or the 
classic school of the novel is still 
credibility. To this extent the 
difference between Take It To The 
Limit and The Breach is that the 
dead man's fiction rings true but the 
live man's truth rings fictional. The 
reason for this lies in the 
characterization of the personalities
in the books. The characters of 
Luke, Bob and Kate· are created by a 
composite of the incidents they take 
part in. Some of the characters in 
The Breach stand real; the two I ans, 
Howell and Allen. But the 
fictionalised Harley Warner fails 
because he is seen only through the 
eyes of the author who self
confessedly, is unable to 
understand the powerful role of 
competition as a factor in human 
character. 
The point ii, reinforced by 
comparison of another book 
recently published, Everest The 
Cruel Way by Joe Tasker (Eyre/ 
Methuen £6.95). Tasker acts as a 
narrator stringing together the first 

hand reports and impressions of the 
members of the British Winter 
Everest Expedition. He only intrudes 
to provide links and explanations of 
'off stage action'. It is a spectacular 
combination of truth with 
intelligence and he deals with the 
friction commonly involved in 
mountaineering expeditions in 
accordance with Cromwell's famous 
precept to Peter Lely, 'paint me as I 
am, warts and all'. Such an 
instruction in the hands of a 
cartoonist, say Gerald Scarfe of 
recent years, could lead to cruel and 
damning caricature. In Lely's words 
it gave the world a portrait which 
hinted at how the subject was 
capable of seizing the world of 
Europe by the throat. 
Joe Tasker's book on Everest is an 
admirable extension into the 1980's 
of the sort of writing that men such 
as Tilman and Thessiger were 
capble of when describing their 
travels. The facts of the matter are 
points of reference only. The 
characters in the tale are voyaging 
between those points; that voyage 
is the part which should be reported 
because it is that which is of true 
interest to other humans. The fact 
stands d guide book if you wish to 
go to the same place yourself, the 
method of progressing from one 
point to another and the reasons for 
doing it are the matters that excite 
the imagination. In a previous book, 
Peter Boardman's Changabang, The 
Shining Mountain, Tasker emerged 
as an intelligent commentator. The 
experience of living with just one 
other man under such extreme 
danger for forty days enabled 
Boardman to imply a great deal 
about the motivations involved . 
Tasker has carried on that analysis 
in this book. 
Mountaineering fiction is beginning 
to move towards that area where 
John Le Carre operates, where the 
incidents occur thick and fast and 
the explanations have to be sought 
not in any overall plan or plot but in 
the inter-reaction between 
characters. The plot of Take It To 
The Limit fails to make a convincing 
case why anyone, let alone someone 
who knew him well, would climb 
with the lunatic central figure. The 
characterisation of The Breach 
makes the true story of the plot 
unbelievable because of the 
implication that someone did go 
climbing with a lunatic. Over 
simplification of either element of 
the story tends to reduce it to a Boys 
Own paper level. Referring again to 
Everest The Cruel Way there is a 
good point to be made. The portrait 
drawn of one of the expedition 
members, Pete Thexton the doctor, 
starts by placing him as an outsider 
if not to the group as a whole, 
certainly to the author. But after a 
period of climbing together Tasker 
can see the original eccentricities of 
his character as functions of an 
energetic personality rather than an 
awkward one. It has always been a 
myth that people act 'in character' 
or 'out of character'; if a person 
does something it is in his 
character. This is the explanation for 
the apparently cardboard nature of 
some characterisations, i.e. that 
they are channeled down the 
confines of the author's dramatic 
limitations on them rather than 
allowed, as real humans are, to err. 
Walt Unsworth's Everest is one for 
the fact spotters. It reports the 
entire history of the climbing of the 
mountain as far as 1979. It is a 
shame that the massive amount of 
research that was involved in the 
writing of this book was not 
matched by a publisher who could 
produce it in less than two years 

from the completion of the 
manuscript. Had they been able to 
include events up to Messner's solo 
ascent of 1980 (four months before 
the events portrayed in Tasker's 
book) they would have been doing 
the job properly. Not only did they 
display an ignorance of the 
importance of this event in the 
history of the mountain but they 
also displayed an ignorance of the 
value of some of the photographs 
they used to illustrate the matter. I 
think particularly of Dr. Charles 
Warren's colour photographs from 
the North Side of Everest in the 
1930's. Because the photographs 
in the book are sandwiched in small 
sections these appear as throw 
away lines. In publishing a 578 
page book at£ 14.95 in an old 
fashioned style, they have not only 
done climbers and the author a dis
service but themselves no good at 
all in their attempts to market the 
work. 
Contrast the presentation with that 
of Chris Bonington's Quest for 
Adventure published by Hodder & 
Stoughton at the same price. On the 
admission of the author many of the 
photographs in this book chose 
themselves in that they were the 
only ones available of some of the 
epic tales told therein. But their 
presentation inter-mingles with the 
text and in a variety of shapes and 
sizes adds greatly to the attractive 
appearance of the book. Add to this 
a strong story line and they have 
created a book which can be read 
and enjoyed as well as looked at 
with pleasure. The story of Everest 
is no less compelling a tale and is 
told well enough by Unsworth, but 
the overall impression created of 
Everest is one of tedium rather than 
variety. On a minor point too. the 
analysis of the 1 953 Everest 
Expedition in terms of the 
competitive instincts of climbers 
from a quarter of a century later is 
an anachronism. The sort of 
competition that exists between the 
members of the 1953 team as to 
who got to the top cannot be 
understood by crediting those 
climbers with the motivations of 
competitive professionals from the 
various 1970's International 
expeditions. Having said that, 
Unsworth goes a long way towards 
explaining why the original news of 
the Chinese ascent from the North 
in 1 960 was greeted with dis-belief 
when he explains the manner and 
style of Chinese climbing. 
Bonington had an even harder task 
of comprehension even though the 
bulk of his characters are 
contemporary because most of the 
exploits he chronicles are very much 
outside his and most other human 
beings' experience. His method is 
sound, to tell the stories as much as 
possible from the point of view of 
the individual adventurers and to 
use his own considerable 
experience to provide points of 
emotional reference. In his book The 
Right Stuff- concerning the relation 
between test pilots and astronauts 
in the U.S.A. (the latter being for the 
most part formerly the former) -
Tom Wolfe introduces the test 
pilots concept of 'the envelope', i.e. 
the maximum area of performance 
of an aeroplane. Test pilots try to fly 
to the limits of the envelope but not 
beyond. Characters in Quest For 
Adventure are playing their dramas 
well outside the envelope: not only 
of the machinery they use but of 
that very particular machine. the 
human body. (I must admit to some 
doubts in this respect concerning 
the validity of including Major 
Blashford Snell's expedition down 
the Blue Nile though I will overcome 

them on the grounds that they gave 
the opportunity to publish a 
photograph of someone actually 
polishing a pith helmet - behaviour 
probably not indulged in in the Nile 
area since Burton, Speke & Co. 
made their expeditions up it in the 
last century.) From a 
mountaineering point of view the 
gem of the book is an analysis of 
the celebrated four man Austrian 
Himalayan Expedition of 1957. 
Buhl, Diemberger, Schmuck and 
Wintersteller have become heroic 
figures. They are more so after the 
revelation of the personality 
differences between them which 
they overcame to be twenty years 
ahead of their time in Himalayan 
mountaineering. Messner too gains 
from having his exploits related to 
his personal life. 
Taking, finally: a quick look around 
what is left, we have from Reinhold 
Messner himself K2 Mountain Of 
Mountains (Kaye & Ward £9.95), 
written in conjunction with 
Alessandro Gogna.lt is an attractive 
collection of picture·s with the 
barest minimum of linking narrative, 
which I am sure is the right way to 
play what was basically a not 
p9 rticularly eventful small 
expedition. It includes as an 
appendix a useful resumee of the 
mountain's history (borrowing freely 
from Rowell's earlier book In The 
Throne Room Of The Mountain 
Gods) . Another K2 book, actually 
published in 1980, but trickling 
over to Britain only this last year, 
has been Rick Ridgeway's The Last 
Step (via Cordee £ 10.95). This 
account of the American 1978 
expedition seeks. with moderate 
success, to break out of the 
deadpan deadboring stereotype 
expedition book by scratching the 
emotional surface. What we see is 
how trivia can assume enormous 
importance when a few people are 
thrust inexorably together for a 
prolonged period. Socialogically 
interesting, yes. Relevant? I don't 
know. There was more soul
searching, and intimate detail too, 
in Arlene Blum's A Woman's Place 
(Granada £9.95). compulsive 
reading, whether a woman's libber 
or no. 

A touching little book arrived from 
Auckland, New Zealand: Peter 
Hillary's ... A Sunny Day In The 
Himalayas (Hodder £7.95), the story 
of his Nepalese year, 1979. It 
begins with two abortive attempts 
on Kusum Kanguru and ends 
with his lying injured on the slopes 
of Arna Dablam after his 4-man 
expedition had been hit by an 
avalanche and one of the team. Ken 
Hyslop, killed (Mountain 71/2). In 
between, Hillary, with his Canadian 
girlfriend Nena, dashes off to enjoy 
the sunny beaches of Southern 
India, but even this idyll we know 
with hindsight is doomed to be 
short-lived. Pete Hillary was rescued 
from Arna Dablam by Reinhold 
Messner and Oswald Olz (there with 
an Austrian expedition) to be 
reunited, briefly, with Nena ... "I 
could not have even imagined then" 
wrote Hillary sadly afterwards, "that, 
as I would return to New Zealand, 
Nena, instead of returning to 
Canada, would go to Germany with 
Reinhold ... " You lose some; you 
lose some. 

Photo Competition 
Due to postal delays the results will 
now appear in Mountain 83. 
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Going High 
by Charles S. Houston M.D. 
price $10: published by 
Charles S. Houston & The 
American Alpine Club 
Thank God this book has been 
written at last! Up until now it's 
only been possible to obtain up-to
date and accurate information on 
the effects of high altitude from a 
multitude of, often contradictory, 
papers in medical journals, or a few 
specialised medical textbooks. 
There can be few people better 
qualified than Charles Houston to 
have written about altitude from a 
mountaineers point of view as he's 
spent a large part of the last half
century climbing on or studying the 
effects of high mountains. 
The book is aimed at anyone with 
an interest in altitude, with or 
without a medical background. The 
medical information is put across 
in considerable detail but 
everything is explained in a clear 
fashion from first_ principles, so no 
pnor knowledge Is necessary. 
The first part of the book relates 
the history of altitude research over 
the centuries and early ventures to 
altitude both on land and in the air 
starting with that well-known ' 
ancient mariner and mountaineer 
Noah! In the sections about early 
studies of the a_tmosphere and 
physiology its interesting to learn 
how often discoveries were made 
by people now largely unknown, ' 
long before the names we now 
associate with those discoveries 
made their mark. Thus we find that 
oxygen was produced over a 
hundred years before Lavoisier & 
Priestley realised its significance 
and it turns out that a mysterious 
Persian lbn-al-Nafis had come to 
the correct conclusions about the 
circulation of blood several 
centuries before William Harvey. 
The various false trails are 
followed, such as the long 
obsession with "phlogiston". There 
were also some spectacular 
disasters as when in the early days 
of ballooning De Rozier tried to 
combine the advantages of hot-air 
and hydrogen - with predictable 
results! This section is fascinating 
in its own right but also leads to 
clearer appreciation of our present 
understanding - such as it is. 
Next relevant aspects of physiology 
are dealt with - respiration, oxygen 
transport in the blood, acid-base 
balance and so on. Important 
points are illustrated with clear 
explanatory diagrams. 
From physiology we move on to 
pat_ho-physiology. The process by 
which people can function 
effectively at altitude after long 
stays - acclimatisation - is 
explained, with information on 
both its helpful and harmful 
effects. The serious consequences 
of altitude, notably high altitude 
cerebral and pulmonary oedema 
with up-to-date ideas on their 
mechanism, recognition and 
treatment are emphasized. 
Throughout there are many 
historical and recent anecdotes and 
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case-histories to emphasise 
various points - most clearly that 
altitude affects all-comers 
including the young, fit and 
healthy. No one is immune and the 
consequences of ignoring or not 
understanding seemingly trivial 
symptoms at relatively low 
altitudes are often fatal. 
There are a couple of mistakes that 
have slipped through the editorial 
net: the one classic is that as far as 
I know Odell was not on Everest in 
1975 (page 167)! These are 
factual errors that do not affect the 
sense but as they relate to recent 
well-known events they are a pity 
nevertheless. I'd also like to clear 
up one medical point - readers 
trying to understand the mode of 
action of acetazolamide (hailed as 
the drug that "stunts mountains" in 
Mountain 77) may be confused by 
the substitution of carbonic 
anhydrase for acetazolamide at one 
point (page 86). In fact 
acetazolamide, not carbonic 
anhydrase, expedites the excretion 
of bicarbonate in urine by 
inhibiting the formation of carbonic 
anhydrase - as is explained 
correctly two pages later (page 88). 
As acetazolamide may come into 
vogue with climbers following 
recent studies, it is an important 
and topical subject. 
However, let's not get side-tracked 
by minor points in what I feel is all 
in all an excellent book. The study 
of altitude effects is of increasing 
relevance today, both to the 
multitude who ski, trek, and climb 
above 2,500m around the world 
and as an aid to understanding 
better a variety of diseases causing 
oxygen lack at sea-level. For 
example, chronic bronchitics may 
live at an effective altitude in terms 
of their blood oxygen level of 
20,000ft! Studies of high altitude 
cerebral and pulmonary oedema in 
young, fit climbers are useful in 
investigating these conditions from 
other causes. 
Altogether, I feel that this book is 
essential reading for anyone 
interested in or planning to go to 
altitude whether on a skiing 
holiday or on an Himalayan 
Expedition. 

Dr. Pete Thexton 

Stones of Silence 
George 8. Schaller 
£6.95 UK Andre Deutsch 
George Schaller has spent long 
periods in recent years studying 
the wild life of the Karakoram and 
the Himalaya. This book is one of 
several by the same author, who 
has studied gorillas, lions and 
tigers as well as the sheep, goats, 
leopards and other animals sought 
and studied in the journeys 
described here. Thus his 
commentary has an authority 
enjoyed by few. His journeys are an 
inspiration to anyone interested in 
high travel and his enthusiasm 
shines through the numerous 
difficulties and setbacks. 

The Big Book of 
Mountaineering 
by Bruno Mararetz 
Barran's New York (1980) 
(Cordee UK £19.95) 

Der Mensch und die Berg 
Karl Ziak 
(German) NP (1981) 
Verlag Das Berland Buch. 
Salzburg 
Mar_aretz's anthology of climbing, 
writing and photography is 
translated from the German. It is an 
unusually broad collection of 
writings, reflecting the self
contained breadth of the European 
climbing scene with only a few 
concessions to the French and no 
writing from the Anglo-Saxons. A 
refreshing change! There is an 
obi igatory picture of Doug Scott on 
Everest, but one caption asks -
"Luis Trenker" who is not familiar 
with this great producer-director of 
mountaineering films? And who 
does not now the star ... " The 
answer west of the Rhine is that 
most climbers have hardly heard of 
him. This new slant is the reason to 
read the book. 
The other big German anthology 
attempts to present a world view of 
the development of 
mountaineering and claims to be 
the standard work of alpine 
literature from a recent perspective. 
(A less ambitious photographic 
format allows many more pictures 
to be used.) The range of subjects 
included, are extremely "rich" in 
the variety of contents. It gives a 
scholarly and historical prospective 
as opposed to the impressionism 
of the Mararetz volume, and many 
appeal less to many modern 
mountaineers for that reason. Nor 
are cliche photographs of climbing 
using aid and the Khumbu icefall 
likely to sell it to a modern 
audience worldwide. Nevertheless 
it includes such material on the ' 
1970's and makes a serious 
attempt to bring things up to date, 
though it shows little cognizance 
of the great mountaineering now 
being achieved on peaks below 
8,000m. 

K2, Montagne des 
Montagnes 
Reinhold Messner, Alessandro 
Gogna, Arthaud 
(French) Translated from the 
German (1981) 
This is a diary of July 1979 K2 
Expedition which acts as a vehicle 
for some fine photography and 
gives an account of Messner and 
Dach er' s ascent. It is attractive a 
little whimsical and essentially.a 
coffee table account with a little 
"dash" of K2's history in the rear 
pages. There are an unusual 
number of good summit or near 
summit shots. It gives an 
impression of it all seeming rather 
straightforward! 

PN 

Everest 
by Tone Skarja 
Mladinska Knjiga 
Ljubljana 1981 (Yugoslav) 
This is the fully illustrated report of 
the 1979 Yugoslav Everest West 
Ridge success. They explored the 
route to the Lho La in Soring 1978 
and climbed the mountain in full 
big expedition style by this very 
long West Ridge integral route. 
Two parties succeeded but during 
the descent Ang Phu slipped to his 
death. 
The big expedition formula thus 
worked successfully, employing 25 
European and 1 9 Sherpa climbers 
as well as the usual vast porter 
train and tons of supplies. The 
West Ridge integral is a technically 
difficult and aesthetically fine route 
to Everest's summit, exposed to 
very strong winds in all seasons. 
The book is finely illustrated and a 
"blow by blow" account drawing 
heavily on the memories of the 
participants. 

PN 

A guide to Trekking in 
Nepal 
by Stephen Bezrukka 
Mountaineers $10. 00/ 
Cordee £4.95 
Nepal is probably the most 
beautiful country for trekking. The 
countryside is fascinating, the 
people friendly and intriguing and 
the mountains magnificent. 
Stephen Bezrukka tackles his job of 
producing his guide sensibly and it 
is full of excellent up-to-date 
information on the 'hows' and 
'wheres' of trekking. 
The most important chapter in the 
book is the one headed 'Interacting 
with Nepal' in which he gives good 
basic advice on how to get on with 
the locals and not step on too 
many Nepali toes. 
The one section that appeared to 
be missing was a chapter on 
Kathmandu. A short section on day 
tnps on foot or bike in and around 
Kathmandu would, I am sure, be 
appreciated by most. But all in all it 
is an excellent book. 

Rab Carrington 

The Winding Trail 
Edited by Roger Smith, with 
cartoons by Sheridan Anderson 
Diadem (1981)$10.50 USA 
Robbins Mountain Letters 
$20.00 
This anthology is very much in the 
tradition of 'The Games Climbers 
Play'. With a forward by John 
Hillaby it is aimed at the 
contemplative walker and broader 
minded climber willing to read 
about the experience of globe
trotting wherever it has been 
pursued. Contributions come from 
the past as well as recent activity 
and figure George Barrow, de 
Ou1nce_y John Muir and E. F. Knight 
alongside Alasdair Borthwick 
George Schaller, Hamish Bro.;,..,n, 



W. H. Murray and Michael Tobias. 
Interests range from covering the 
miles to conservation and there is 
certainly much more to this 
collection than bog-bashing on 
Bleaklow on Sundays. Ideal as a 
bedside book. it includes cartoons 
with the stamp of wicked Sheridan 
Anderson. 

PN 

Hamish's Groats End Walk 
by Hamish Brown 
Gollancz (1981) £9.95 
Why are these internal migrants 
with big boots so attractive when 
any fit person can visit such places 
in a few days holiday? Theirs is a 
modern Pilgrim's Progress, and all 
depends upon the ability to convey 
the varied feelings evoked by travel 
and physical effort. Their pleasure 
is contagious, their attraction in 
part the identification with the 
thoughtful walker. Hamish is 
certainly that. There is much to be 
said for the search for peace 
amidst the quieter places to which 
Hamish is so sure a guide. 

The Springs of 
Enchantment 
John Earle 
Hodder and Stoughton £7.95 
At the most straightforward level 
this is an account of two 
expeditions to Patagonia. The 
author climbed, filmed and 
obviously developed a deep 
attraction to the region. 
In reality the book tries to do far 
more than describe such travels. It 
presents a touching personal view 
of Eric Shipton's later yeafs and of 
his influence upon his companions 
and friends. This remained marked 
even in his old age. when his ability 
to drive himself and to inspire 
others seems to have continued 
little diminished from his earlier 
high mountain travels and climbs. 
The author has also become 
somewhat involved with the history 
and lives of the rather remarkable 
settler family, the Bridges, who 
carved their patch from a 
particularly wild bit of this 
wilderness. He also has that 
tendency to speculate which long 
weeks in isolation so often 
promotes. The author is modest 
about himself and his own 
achievements. but has obviously 
had great days. If the book is 
something of a mosaic it has some 
fine aspects. 

Nanga Parbat Pilgrimage/ 
The Lonely Challenge 
(1956) £6.95 Hodder and 
Stoughton 

Scrambles Amongst the 
Alps 1860/69 
by Edward Whymper 
$5.95 paper, $12.95 cloth 
Ten Speed Press California 

The Mountains of 
California ( 1894) 
by John Muir 
$5.95 paper Ten Speed Press 
California 
Reprint editions are now availble of 
these three great classics spread 
over the last one and a quarter 
centuries. Buhl's book was an 
inspiration to a whole generation of 
rockclimber/ mountaineers who 
tried to excel at both in the 1960's 
before growing old in the tooth in 
face of the 70's "new wave" chalk 
and muscled concentration. Many 
will welcome this softback edition, 
a compliment to some modern 

Above: Rab Carrington on the upper wall of Bastille, High Tor. The new guidebook to the Derwent Valley is reviewed in this 
issue. 

classics coming from Hodders. The 
only thing they will not welcome is 
a very high price compared to 
these Californian reprints. Again 
Whymper's writing is little known 
to younger climbers. It has a pace 
and drama which is hard to 
parallel. and is also worthwhile 
both for its humour and for the 
classic engravings therein. Muir's 
book is less daring but deeply 
contemplative and appreciative of 
the natural beauties of a less spoilt 
California than we are privileged to 
see. For climbers who have the fire 
or the inclination it is a fine 
background read to any visit, with 

an eye for detail and descriptive 
prose. 

PN 

Llanberis Pass 
Geoff Milburn 
CC Guides £4.59 
This guide is the product of 
considerable individual effort by its 
author and a synthesis, as is now 
fashionable. of two previous guides 
and subsequent developments. 
Llanberis, after a long fallow, 
sprang back into prominence with 
the major Cromlech wall routes 

and a host of other technical 
niceties in the late seventies. Now 
here it is in full, with E grades, 
technical grades and stars as is 
becoming standard. 
A characteristic feature is the 
eradication of aid throughout this 
area and a strong stance on that 
issue by the author to the point of 
listing remaining aid points. 
Regrettably local opinion asserts 
that the guide is incorrect. Not only 
as regards aid but also as to many 
of the grades of the more advanced 
routes. The most charitable 
assumption. with this as with the 
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Froggatt guide, is that the-errors 
come from the synthesis of 
previous guides. Nevertheless, it 
remains the responsibility of guide 
book publishers and authors to 
avoid idiosyncracy and personal 
bias - or even the risk of being 
accused of them. There is little use 
in publishing a guidebook which 
still makes it necessary for you to 
consult informed local opinion to 
get the truth . 
Tim Lewis/John Redhead 

Derwent Valley 
Jim Ballard and Ernie Marshall 
BMC/Cordee £4.50 

Staffordshire Area 
Mike Browe//, Steve and Brian 
Dale and Nick Long/and 
BMC/Cordee £4.50 
With these two volumes the "New 
Series" of guides to the Peak 
closes after a very exciting few 
years of development and massive 
leaps not only in the standards of 
the vanguard in rockclimbing but in 
general leading capacity. Star . 
ratings, E grades and the numerical 
system are extended across the 
board to all climbs. These are areas 
with some of Britain's most 
popular and advanced (read 
difficult) cliffs and climbs. 
But alongside these well-known 
gems are a host of routes in the 
Churnet, Amber Valley and 
elsewhere which offer retreat from 
the crowds on busy days: esoteric 
and delightful climbs often with 
irate farmers unused to the 
climbing invasion! Some of these 
places offer routes as difficult if not 
always as spectacular as those 
anywhere else in the Peak - an 
obscure area definitely does not 
imply an easy time. 
Photographs seem to have 
reproduced better than in the first 
volumes of the new series and 
diagrams have been specially 
produced in some cases to good 
effect, though some places (i.e. 
Willersly) still defy reproduction in 
any visual form. Though it is usual 
to carp at standards which don't fit 
the individual reviewer's 
experience at this point, it would 
be better to get out there and do 
more of the climbs! 

Gogarth 1981 
Geoff Milburn 
CC Guides 95p 
This is a "hot shot" thin pocket 
guide to all that is most recent 
down by the sea. It includes about 
78 routes done in 1978 and a 
good number added since. A 
graded list of all the better known 
Gogarth routes, so that these can 
be "fitted in", is great and a really 
useful way to provoke debate and 
to provoke vaunting ambition! Of 
particular interest are the large 
number of frightening routes in the 
South Stack area. An interesting 
feature in the first ascent list is to 
record only leaders of first free 
ascents. 

PN 

Rock Climbs in the South 
West, Wye Valley 
1980 Supplement 
By Jot,n Willson, David Hope 
Cordee £0.95 
A useful supplement to a booming 
area has been churned out for its 
recent developments and will 
doubtless prove useful to devotees 
and occasional visitors alike! It 
includes about a hundred climbs, 
including some V. diffs and 

48 

severes, and even an A3! So there 
is something for every taste! 

Antrim Coast 
FMC/Guide 
Calvin Torrans and Clare 
Sheridan 
£1.75 

New Climbs 1980 
F.M.C.I. £1.35 
These are the tiny volumes to set 
the Irish oficianados running for 
the ferry. It is so obvious that the 
potential in Ireland is enormous 
and that the ambience of the crags 
would draw hoardes of visitors but 
for the Irish Sea. 1980 saw eleven 
more Fairhead climbs, and a few 
more came in 1981 prior'to the 
guide going to press. The new 
Antrim Coast Guide brings things 
up to date and is a must for those 
wishing to visit the area and for 
those wanting to find open spaces, 
to test themselves. There are more 
than twice as many climbs as 
existed in the Antrim area in 1974. 
The "New Climbs" volume includes 
some Antrim material, but also 
much development in the Mournes 
and climbing in S.E. Ireland. 

Scottish Climbs 
Hamish Macinnes 
Constable £5.95 
This is the second edition, in one 
volume, of Macinnes 1971 Guide. 
It provides an inexpensive 
introduction to climbing in 
Scotland. There has not been an 
overall revision but rather the old 
selection has been prunted to fit 
the demand of the one volume 
format. One volume seems to work 
better than two but still in the end 
the really keen will want the 
specialist guides as well. 

Winter Climbs in North 
Wales 
R. Newcombe 
Cicerone Press £3.95 

Winter Climbs. Ben Nevis 
and Glencoe 
E. Grindley £3.95 Cicerone 
Press 
Rick Newcombe has thoroughly 
revised his guide of 1 9 7 4 for North 
Wales in Winter and it remains an 
economical way of sifting through 
the material to decide "what to do" 
in the extremely fickle conditions 
found there. With the Devils 
Appendix, Bloody Slab and some 
pretty thin scrapings around on 
Lliwedd and elsewhere, not all of 
which are included, there is plenty 
"to go at" these days and, one 
suspects, a lot more to be done. As 
is fitting in an ephemeral aspect of 
the sport which depends much on 
particular conditions, descriptions 
tend to be of Scottish brevity. Ed 
Grindley's Ben Nevis and Glencoe is 
a follow up to the Clough guide 
and its revision in 1974. In some 
ways selective guides are now 
fairly easy to produce for these 
areas as the classics are so well 
known but the real difficulty lies 
with the identification of the 
specialist (hard) routes of which 
many appear here, particularly on 
Ben Nevis. A novel grade VI is 
employed to identify the hard 
devious routes of the new era and 
carries some justification. Sepia 
photos on the inside covers remind 
one or two older climbers of their 
youth and what winter in Scotland 
is all about! 

Dolomites 
Mittel schwere Felspahrten 
Andreas Kubin (1981) NP 
(German) 

Sicher Freiklettern 
Technik und Training 
Sepp Gschwendtner 
Both Bergverlag Rudolf Rother 
Muchen (1981) (German) 
One solution to the proliferation of 
guide books is to " fit" them to . 
particular markets. Andreas Kubin 
of Alpinismus has produced a 
middle grade climbers guide to the 
Dolomites with just that intention. 
It includes all the usual content of a 
guide, but stays with the 
description of routes between . 
grades Ill and V. A useful table tnes 
to compare such routes _from the 
Wilde Kaiser, Wetterstein, 
Karwendel, Dolomites and 
Montblanc. 
The guide is thoroughly modern 
and of some interest to those 
wanting an·"overview" of middle 
grade climbs. As such it ought to 
be welcome to most climbers. 
Sicher Freiklettern is a technical 
handbook of freeclimbing 
indicating the strength of the 
European revival in free climbing. 
Gschwendtner is a leading free 
climber in Germany who reflects 
attitudes now widely held . His 
experience, as is usual now, 
includes hard American free 
climbing and climbs which _in 
continental terms are breaking the 
grade VIII barrier (somewhere 
round E4 to E5). This guide may 
not be necessary for many 
enthusiasts but it should help to 
foster both a freeclimbing attitude 
and, I suspect a sense of humour 
through the cartoons by Sebastian 
Schrank. There is even a section in 
the back on 'training', chief value 
seems to be to show you a million 
and one things to do to a tree! 

Kletterfuhrer Sudpfalz 
by Huppert, Kraus & _Muhe 
Available through Richard 
Muhe, Haupstr. 56, 6900 
Heidelburg, W Germany. £5 
This is a comprehensive topo guide 
to the Pfalz area of West Germany. 
The area has had much publicity in 
recent years and this guide should 
enable climbers of any nationality 
to sample the pleasure of 
sandstone tower climbing without 
the difficulty of having to travel to 
the G.D.R.; a truly worthwhile area 
made available. 

L'Escalade Technique 
Conseils Jerome-Jean Charles 
Solar, Paris (French) 
The author sets out to explicitly 
differentiate the games -
bouldering, the crag and the 
mountain, and establishes his 
instructions accordingly. Much of 
this is commonplace, but sensible, 
and the mountains are left to 
themselves. Rock climbing places 
in France are recommended, and 
there is a brief overview of Europe 
and Britain, which last attracts high 
praise as a "Veritables Mosaiques 
geologiques . .. ''. It is a product of 
the 'new' French rock climbing 
school worthy of note as a 
landmark in changing continental 
ideals of climbing. 

The Alpine Journal 
(1981) Vol. 86 No. 330. Ed. T. 
Pyatt 
As is usual a wide range of articles 
provide a record of mountaineering 
achievement, scientific observation 

and general matters of interest to 
mountaineers; extensive regional 
notes, historical bits and a 
photographic article from C_. 
Douglas Milner, together with 
notable obituaries (Lucien Devies, 
Campbell Secord, Margaret 
Hilburn, Harold Meyer and Michael 
de Pret Roose) add to the flavour. 
Unfortunately for all the authority 
of format and range of content 
there is a lack of "polish" in the 
photographs, some of which ought 
not to have been used. Whether 
the fault lies in photograph or 
reproduction they do no credit to 
the journal. Nor is the "cover" of 
articles quite so authoritative or 
complete as it ought to be. Instead 
a selective, or perhaps slightly 
obtuse picture of the world of 
climbing appears. The format of 
the journal holds together a 
content which smacks of 'Little 
Englandism' . No lon_ger does one 
read the journal for its information 
- for that one must turn to the 
magazines in English, The lwa To 
Yuki, and if they fail, to the 
American Alpine Journal. One can 
only hope that efforts at 
resuscitation succeed before the 
journal crumbles into a literary by 
water. 

The American Alpine 
Journal 
Vol. 23 1981. Ed. H. Adams 
Carter 
The AAJ carries its drama and 
immediacy lightly, with accounts of 
a number of the really exceptional 
happenings of 1980, including 
Roskelley on Makalu, MacIntyre on 
the East Face of Dhaulagiri, skiing 
the Karakoram High Route (what a 
plum!). an earthquake on El . 
Capitan, Mount St. Helens eruption 
and women at last doing their 
thing "for ourselves". The free 
climbers have at last begun to get 
at the really big Yosemite walls 
"with all that rock out there, who 
knows . .. ". 
There is a real feeling for the limits 
of the activity of mountaineering in 
this journal, an appreciation of its 
massive range of attitudes. . 
Several articles on Alaska underline 
that and seem to illustrate the 
dangers of having too accessible a 
savage wilderness as a great 
number of people expose 
themselves to some of the world's 
worst conditions. Expedition and 
climbing notes remain 
indispensible for the American 
ranges. 
The pictures are a joy, with a new 
richness even in the Yosemite 
photography, and the cover tries to 
convey the breadth of the 
Karakoram wilderness. 

The Himalayan Journal 
Harish Kapadia 
Vol. 37 1979-80 
Despite western publications and 
The lwa To Yuji, the Himalayan 
Journal remains an indispensible 
source, with a wide range of 
articles on climbs great and smaller 
in the Himalayas and Karakoram 
and a list of most expeditions 
which took place in the relevant 
years. The latter is not 
comprehensive but it nevertheless 
is a mine of information 
unavailable elsewhere; as are the 
host of articles on less well known 
but interesting places! Overall the 
Journal conveys a sense of joy in 
mountaineering which is relatively 
unspoilt! 
PN 
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Alpine Technology 
l The SALEWA quick-fit crampon binding with safety 

band This binding is fined in seconds. has no straps 
to restrict blood supply and can be used v..ith welted 
boots 

2 (Top) Hollow alloy karab1ner (2000kp) 
(Middle) Hollow steel non-screwable (3500kp) 
(Bottom) Hollow steel scr€'VJab1e (3500kp) 

3 Salewa 1s a high technology company using 
sophisticated production and testing machinery 

4 

( --5ALEWAJ] 
4 The crampon range is from instep to tungsten -tipped 

expedition crampons All except the Chouinard ngid 
model carrying the SALEWA IO-year guarantee 
against breakage. The ''Everest' ' (illustrated) model 
is rapidly achieving a top market position because of 
its total ad1ustab11ity making 11 a true l size model 

5 Salewa rock and ice hammers are also precision 
tools made for the highest standards of perfom,ance 

6 Salewa and Chouinard ULTRA ice screws are the 
standard equipment for senous mountaineers 

7 The STICHT plate is the mos1 widely used belay 
device in the world 

5 

Joining bar 
length adjustment. Joining bar attachment . Anti -flip posts. RED Point Constructi on. 

;U~' f8 ':~: . . 
/J 

/flJ .. ' \ 
(j}1 • Tip brazed 

\ - :~~::·;,,, '" ~-" 

SALEWA OF MUNICH is the world leader in crampons. This 
position is assured by design, quality and technology. Salewa's 
technical managaging director is Hermann Huber, author of 
"Bergsteiger Haute" , a leading publication on modem climbing 

techniques. 

10-VEAR GUARANTEE 
Salewa technology and quality control is so well advanced that a 
10-year unconditional guarantee that any broken part will be 
replaced free of charge. Every part is individually tested and 
automatically stamped ONLY if the hardness is within the set 
parameters. 

* The Chouinard Rigid Model is NOT covered by this guarantee. 

This year KARRIMOR-SALEWA introduce a new NO-RIVET 
crampon strap - quickly fitted and removable it has visible 
security and a spare piece can be fitted in moments even on the 

mountain. 

Also new on some models is the new SALEWA coated finish- tough 
and durable it adds to the usual Salewa quality appearance. 

Contact KARRIMOR for a free copy of "Alpine 
Technology" -the KARRIMOR-SALEWA Technical 

Guide to equipment. 

'71 karrimor ... leaders in U technical excellence 

karrimor International limited, AVENUE PARADE, ACCRINGTON, LANCASHIRE. Tel: (0254) 385911. 

7 
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When your life depends on the rope, 
we think you'll be glad we didn't hurry. 

DELHI 
Edel rid ropes are available from climbing specialists worldwide: If you are experiencing difficulty 

in obtaining information or require a full brochure and specification. Please contact: 
Edel rid Ropes, PO Box 1240, lsny 7972, West Germany. 
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,J:ngland. Tel: Glossop 3770 

., 

TISH MOUNT KONGUR 
EXPEDITION TO CHINA 

The gear was great. The sleeping bags really were 
terrific. We think they're the best that we've had on any 
expedition. That combination of Gore-Tex covering with 

sealed seams and then really good quality down made it 
exceptionally warm for its weight and also kept the bag 

comparatively dry in really appalling conditions when it was 
absolutely impossible to keep the snow off. The bags d~ get slightly 

damp but any conventional bag would, undoubtedly, ~ve become 
completely soaked and then frozen solid. We think these sleeping bags 

probably contributed as much as anytning to the final climb. 

I 
C ·g 
ID ., 
6 
0 
0 
£: 
Cl. 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked IC) IM) (S) hire out Camping . Mounta,neer,ng and 
Sk, -ing Equ,pment 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Bushgear Australia P/ L, 
Shop 6 Caga Centre, 
38 Akuna Street, 2601 
Tel. (061) 47 - 7153 (M) (S) 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty:, Ltd ., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47. 8949. (C) (S) . 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross Mountaineering 
Equipment Pty., Ltd ., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 . 
Tel. 476.3242. (C). 

N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment, 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432. 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pall in Pty., Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685. (C) (S) . 
N.S.W.: Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs 
334 Kent Street. 
Tel.291231 
N.S.W. Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
62 Clarence St., City. 2000 
Tel. (02) 294840 
N.S.W. Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. , Ltd., 
21 Falcon Street, Crows Nest 
2065 
Tel. (02) 4393511 
Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000. 
Tel. (07) 2296609. 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's Mountain 
Experience 
224 Barry Parade, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. 07 .52.8804 or 52.8894. 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Climbing Equipment, 
98 Fullarton Road, 
Norwood 5067 . 
Tel. 08.332.7793 (C) (M) (S). 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Outdoor Equipment, 
212 Liverpool Street, 7000 
Tel. 022.346213 (C)(M)(S) 

Victoria: Box Hill 
The Wilderness Shop, 
1 Carrington Rd., 31 28. 
Tel. (03) .88.3742 (C) (S) . 

Victoria: Heathmont 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
115- Canterbury Rd., 3135. 
Tel. (03) 729.7787 (C) (S). 
Victoria: Kew 
Bush and Mountain Sports, 
146 High Street, 3101 . 
Tel. 862.1801 
Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Australia P/ L, 
377 Little Bourke Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67 - 3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67 - 7966 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty., Ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs 
61 Hardware Street. 3000 
Tel. (03) 67 .2586 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd ., 
200 Madras Street, 
Tel. 67.148 
Christchurch 
Mountain Equipment Ltd ., 
384 Montreal Street, 
Tel. 793-747 (C) (M) 

Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger 
1 5 Cranmer Square 
Tel. 795 174 
Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
1 01 Stuart St., 
Tel. 773.679 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W .41 
Tel. 403.283.5551 . (C) (M) (S) . 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
131, 12th Ave. S.E. 
Tel. (403) 269.2420 

Alberta: Edmonton 
Kluane Mountaineering Ltd ., 
8223 - 1 04th Street, 
Tel. 403. 433. 9986 
Catalogue available. 

B.C.: Brackendale 
Pacific Mountain Sports, 
P.O. Box 4 71, VON IHO. 
Tel. (604) 896.2372 
or 892 - 5503 
Store location : Brittania Beach 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
1 820 Fir St., V6J 381 
Tel. (604) 733.9194 (M) (S) 

GERMANY 
Munich 33, 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str. 85 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel.(089)2166-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

HONGKONG 
Hong Kong Mountain Services, 
(Mountaineering Division of 
'The Action Coporation' ), . 
402 Li Po Chun Chamber, 
Des Vouex Road Central, 
Tel. 5-435063 
Mail. Tsat Tsz Mui 
Post Office, Box No. 73. 

INDIA 
Delhi 
M/ S West Coast Manufacturers 
& Traders (Regd.), 92 U.B., 
Jawahar Nagar, 110007. 
Tel. 223900 & 229539 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street. (C) (M) (S) . 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Aberdeen 
Radsports, 
30 Market Street. (S) 
Tel. 0224.572504 
Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climber's Shop, 
Compston Corner, 
Tel. 09663.2297 . 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports. (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629. 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/ 19 Snowhill Queensway, 4 . 
Tel. 021 .236.6816. (S) . 
Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop (S). 
35 Cannon Street, 2. 
Tel. 021 -643.5180. 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd ., 
39 Darwin Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235. 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
1 93 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253 24307 . 
Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate. (S) . 
Tel. 0204-25087 
Bradford 
Allan Austin Mountain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd. 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 

Brentwood, Essex 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road 
Tel. 0277.221259. 
Brighton 
Alpine Sports 
1-38 Western Road. (S) 
Tel. 0273.26874. 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
1 62 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.311157 . 

Burnley 
Sportak, 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816. 
Buxton 
Jo Royle, (C). 
6 Market Place. Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
The Outdoor Centre, 
7 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0223.53956. 
Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205. 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre. (M) (S) . 
Tel. 06904.232. 
Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
1 2 Wyeverne Road, Cathays, 
Tel. 0222.28892. 
Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road, 
Tel. 0222.390531 . 
Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Rd., 
Tel. 0222.3170. 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239. 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street, 
Tel.0244.318311 . 
Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
61 Empress Buildings 
Binley Road 
Tel. 0203.441241 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650. 
Derby 
Powers Sports, 
Green Lane. 
Tel. 0332.48311 . 

Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road. (S) . 
Tel. 0332.42245. 
Doncaster 
Smith, Beyer Ltd., 
38 Kingsgate, 
Waterdale Centre, (C) (M) . 
Tel. 0302.21297 . 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S). 
Tel. 0382.24501 / 2 . 

Edinburgh 
Blues/ Alpine Sports, 
1 Wemyss Place, West End 
of Queen Street. (S) (M) 
Tel. 031.225.5640 

Fort William 
Nevi sport, 
131 High Street. 
Tel. 0397.4921 / 4922. 
Glasgow 
Alpine Sports, 
450 Sauchiehall Street. (S) 
Tel. 041 .333.0809 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23 Gordon Street. (S) . 
Tel. 041 .221 .4531 / 2. 
Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533. 
Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sc;1uchiehall Street, (M) . 
Tel. 041 .332.4814. 

Glossop 
Magic Mountain, 
George Street. 
Tel. 045.74.4424 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
4 7 High Street. (S) . 
Tel. Grantown 246. 



Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel 021.550.9748. 

Huddersfield 
Smith, Beyer Ltd ., 
28 John Willi r1 m Street. 
Tel. 0484,23165 . (C) (M ) 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland, 
60 Academy Street, 
Tel. 0463.38746. 
Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road 
Tel. 0596.73524. 
Lancaster 
H. Robinson , 
Mountain Craft Shop. (C) . 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610. 

Leeds 
Centresport/ Alpine Sports, 
Merrion Centre, (S) 
Woodhouse Lane, LS2 8LX. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds/Bradford 
Guiseley Mountain Sports, 
Towngate, 
Guiseley, LS20 9JA. 
Tel. 0943.75846. 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) . 
Tel. 0533.551952. 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham, 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M ) (S) . 
Tel.051 .709.6912. 
Liverpool 
Smith Beyer Ltd. 
43 Harrington St., 2 
Tel. 051.236.0525 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327. 
London 
Alpine Sports, 
10-12 Holborn, E.C.1. (S) 
Tel. 01.404.5681 . 

London 
Robert Lawrie Ltd ., 
54 Seymour Street, W .1. 
Tel. 01.723 .5252 
London 
Y.HA Shop, 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01.836.8541 /7 
Luton 
Out & About, 
20 Stuart Street, 
Tel. 0582.38952. 
Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd .). 
Elizabeth Street. 
Tel. 0625 .20167 . 
Manchester 
Alpine Sports, 
78, Deansgate, 3. 
Tel. 061 .834.8695 (S). 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/ 14 Cathedral Street, 4 . 
Tel. 061.834.0161 . (C) (M) (S) . 

Manchester, Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road, 
Tel. 061 928.6613. 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3 . (S) . 
Tel.061.834.7119. 
Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 

Middlesbrough: Teesside 
Cleveland Mountain Sports, 
98 Newport Road. 
Tel. 0642.24891 6. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0632.23561 . 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Montane Ltd. 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 . 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602 .417230. 
Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
128-130 Yorkshire Street, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Tel. 061.620.3900. 

Oxford 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
1 7 T url Street. 
Tel. 0865.47110. 

Penrith 
Lake Mountain Sport, 
Middlegate. 
Tel. 0768.64505 
Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 

Portsmouth 
Safari, The Tricorn . 
Tel. 0705.29410. 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd ., 
40-4 1 Lune Street. 
Tel.0772.21903. 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road, 
Tel. 0734.55589. 
Reading 
Keyhaven Lei sure Ltd., 
25-29 King s Rd. 
Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196. 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street . 
Tel. 0742.27525 . 
Sheffield 
Don Morrison, 
343 London Road, 
Tel. 0742.56018. 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) . 
Tel. 0742.25631 . 

Shipley 
P & S Outdoor Shop, 
73 Leeds Road. 
Tel. 0274.592422. 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street . 
Tel. 0756.4305 . 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
2 Port Street. 
Tel. 061 .480.3660. 
Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate. 
Tel. 061 .480.2945. 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley. 
Tel. 0782.266137 . 
Tremadog 
Kragge Products, 
Llanfrothen .. Penrhyndendraeth. 
Tel. 0766.770099 or 
0766.770673 
Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 
Windermere: Cumbria 
The Fellsman, 
2 Victoria Street. 
Tsl. 09662.4876. 

York 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
14 Goodramgate. 
Tel. 0904.53567. 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd . 
19 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. Hemsedal 117. 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/ S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt.6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381. 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Borgergade 5, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 
Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop). 
Aboulevarden 54-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36 .13 
Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 
Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. (02) 87 .04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Kongensgade 55, 5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11 .24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907 .272.1811. (C) (M) ($). 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415 .548.1371 . (C) (S) . 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415 .849.0735 . 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374 5205 (C) (M) (S). 
California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213 . 790.271 7. (C) (S). 
California: La Habra 
Sports and Trails, 
1491 W . Whittier Blvd., 90631. 
Tel. 213.694.2164. (C) (M) (S) . 
California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383, University Ave., 94301 . 
Tel. 415.327 .1563 (C) (M) (S). 
California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S). 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: San Luis Obispo 
Granite Stairway Mtneering, 
871 Santa Rosa Ave., 93401 . 
Tel. 805.541.1533 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
3251 Mono Way, 95370 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

California: So. Lake Tahoe 
Climbing Unlimited, 
P.O. Box 2000-186, 95705 
Tel. 916. 577. 7750 (M) 

California: Ventura 
The Great Pacific Ironworks, 
235 W. Santa Clara, 93001 . 
Tel. 805.643.8616. 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 

Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering 
2020 30th Street, 80301 
Tel. 303.442.3551. (C) (M) (S). 

Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Tel. 303.586.5391. 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M). 
Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220. (C) (M) (S). 

Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 

Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain Sports, 
41 0 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S). 

Illinois: Chicago 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
1252 West Devon, 60626. 
Tel. 312.262.3832 (C) (M) (S). 
Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
1041, Commonwealth Avenue, 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C) (M) (S). 

Minnesota: Minneapolis 
Midwest Mountaineering, 
309 Cedar Ave. South, 55454. 
Tel. 612.339.3433. (C) (M) (S). 

► 
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N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment, 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287. 
New York: Ithaca 
Nippenose Equipment, 
21 5 N. Cayuga, Dewitt Mall, 
Tel. 607.272.6868. (C) (M) (S) . 
New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 1 2561 . 
Tel. 914.255.1311. (S). 
Pennsylvania: Bryn Mawr 
JD Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
880 W. Lancaster Ave., 19010 
Tel. 215.527.3616. 
Pennsylvania: Yardley 
J D Sachs, Wilderness 
Outfitters, 
10 Penn Valley Drive, 19067. 
Tel. 215.493.4536. 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106 
Tel. 801 .466.2101 . (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsmann, 
837 Front Street, 98826. 
Tel. 509.548.5623. (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1 525 11th Avenue, 981 22. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallows Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S). 
Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105. 
Tel. 206.633.4431. 
Washington: Spokane 
Selkirk Bergsport, 
W.30 International Way, 99220 
Tel. 509.328.5020. (C) (M) (S). 
Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251 .9059. (C) (M) (S). 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C) (M) (S) . 
Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S) (C). 

Please note that from Mountain 83 the 
cover price will increase to 85p/$2. 75. 
This price increase is due solely to 
inflationary pressure and is required to 
maintain the quality of the publication. 

Subscriptions commencing with issue 
83 will cost:-

Britain £6.50 
Overseas £7 .00 

U.S.A. & Canada $17.50 

Wednesday _20th January, 1982 
PETER BOARDMAN Lectures on Kongur 

Tickets £2.00 from Malvern Festival Theatre. Tel. 068 45 3377 

GORE-TEX, Thinsulate, Ventile, Dunloprufe, Polar Fabric, Stretch 
breeches material. Zips, thread, webbing, buckles, eyelets, etc. 
Patterns for anorak, breeches, mitts, overboots, backpacks, and more. 
For details, stamp please. TOR(M), 5 Lyndon Grove. Runcorn. WA7 5PP. 

54 

England . 

"TO THE SUMMIT" 
ACONCAGUA 1982 
Argentina, South America 
January 1 2, 1 982 

MOUNT McKINLEY 
May, June, July, 1982 

CONTACT GENET EXPEDITIONS 
TALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 

MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS FOR SALE 
I have copies of almost all issues of Mountain available for sale . 
Copies also swapped and bought. International enquiries welcome. 
Dave Willson, 3 Harlesden Road, St, Albans, AL1 4LE, England. 

BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
'81 catalog free to foreign; 

CRAMPON STRAPS U .S . & Canada, send 18¢ 

4025 State Street,No. 54, Santa Barbara, California 93110, U .S .A . 

I 

troll l 
THE FREESTYLE ~ ~-

The superlightweight Freestyle 
Two Piece Sit Harness is 
comfortable, simple and 
uncluttered, weighs a mere 4 75 
gms yet is eminently suitable for 
all grades of climbing from dill to 
desperate. Based on the well 
known Troll Mark 5 Sit Harness, it 
is constructed from Troll 50mm 
web, specially treated, with a 
strength in excess of 2700 kg , and 
a waist buckle strength in excess 
of 2000kg. The harness can either 
be used on its own or linked to a 
chest harness for complete 
protection in fall situations. 

THE MK 5 SIT HARNESS 
A very comfortable 
versatile two piece sit 
harness which can easily 
be linked to a chest harness 
to form a full body harness 
when required . Li .I.A.A. 
approved when so used. 
Thoroughly recommended 
for all advanced 
mountaineering techniques 
including unmentionable 
techniques like cheating 
and falling . 



SUPERPRO 

SUPER GUIDE R.D. 
Excellent design and quality has 

made it probably the most 
popular mountain boot in 

the world 

This superb boot is the professional 
version of the famous Super Guide. 
P.V.C. toecap protects against 
abrasion and leather is 
tanned tougher for 
maximum wear. 

PEUTEREY 
Wider fitting and lower fit round 

ankles than the Super Guide 
with very comfortable 

padding makes the 
Peuterey an ideal all 
round mountain boot. 
Uppers of same 
leather as Super 
Guide 

Feature for feature, detail for detail the quality of Gali bier is 
unbeatable. For generations alpinists worldwide have relied 
on Galibier to provide the highest quality, best designed 
mountain foot wear available anywhere. 

A long family tradition of hand craftsmanship and un
paralleled care coupled with the finest of materials has 
resulted in a range of mountain boots envied, often copied, 
but most certainly never equalled by the competition. 

On rock or ice the three boots shown allow you to edge or 
front point with precision and comfort all day or all season. 

Here are just a few of their features:- Upper from highest 
grade double tanned full reversed hide cut from a single 
Piece, with integrated bellows tongue: Separate well padded 
inner tongue: Full length fluted spoon shaped tempered 
steel shank topped by wooden shank for maximum 
insulation: Real leather insole: Hand stitched narrow 
Norwegian welt: lace grippers and much more. 

You can depend on Galibier. That is why their boots are 
recognised as the international standard of quality. 

• enu1ne 
warm wear 

Javlin International Ltd 
Javlin House, 

Edgedale Road, Sheffield S7 2B0 
Telephone 0742 57413 
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HENRI~LLOYD~ 
answer to the great 
British climate 
Hot ... Cold ... Wet ... Dry ... and you still haven't reached the front gate. 
But we understand the problems after many years of making quality outdoor 
clothing for active people like you. 
All that experience is brought together in the Glencoe Range, representing the best 
in British craftsmanship, materials and design. 4 styles - all 100% waterproof. 
Tough, durable fabric - coated with our exclusive crownproofing - with fully taped 
seams and a range of linings help protect you against the unpredictable British climate. 

And when the weather turns really nasty, you'll be glad of the extra length, storm 
hood, adjustable storm cuffs and deep protected pockets to keep your maps dry. 

THE 

GLENCOE 
RANGE-BEST WHEN YOU EXPECT THE WORST 

-

For our full colour catalogue and details of your nearest stockist please write to:
HENRI-LLOYD LIMITED, Dept.MMl, Smithfold Lane, Worsley, 

!fa Manchester M28 6AR. Phone: 061-799 5480 (6 lines). 
M•DE• .. -c ... o Telex: 666765 D HENRI G. Grams: 'HENRILLOYD WALKDEN. 

If Rock is the name of your game ... 

ROCKS Curved nuts for straight leaders 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4·& 5 complete with wire slings £1.60 ea. 
Nos. 6, 7, 8 & 9 drilled for rope slings £1.50 ea. 

NUT KEY 
Remove/Thread/ Looseri all your nuts 

Post free. Send cheque/ postal order or ring with 
Barclay/ Access Card No. 

£1.50 ea. 

... Then this is the name of your shop. 

The Bivouac, 56 North Parade, 
Matlock Bath, Derbys. 
Tel. Mat. 3750. 
Open M.T.W.T.F.S. 9.30-5.30. Sun 9.30-2.00. 

_J/'j/\ 
/Aountain 

/Aend 
1845 Range• Bay C • Boulder, Co. 80301 • 303-447-2232 

Quality Repair of Outdoor Gear 
We wash down gear, fix and replace 

zippers, patch rips & tears and do 
custom sewing. Write for free brochure 

Dealer inquiries invited. 

Bivi Bags in GORE·TEX® by gear 

56 

Specialist gear for serious climbers, backpackers, fell runners etc 

1 One man b1v1 bag used extensively since 1978 in Himalayas, Alps and the 
USA; Simple, pract ical design 1n 3oz GORE-TEX waterproof yet breathable. 
tent fabnc : doped seams: large hood with drawcords: 20oz complete 
w ith stuff sac: light blue only. 

2 Budget version as 1 except for 3oz PU proofed. dark blue nylon base: hood 
and top of bag 1n GORE-TEX: only 18oz complete with stuff sac. 

3 Two man b1v1 bag; GORE-TEX hood and bag top; 3oz PU nylon base; three 
black tape, 1500 lb breaking strain belay loops; 21b 8oz complete with stu ff 
sac. (Al l Gore-tex NOT available as you wouldn't like the price for a bag of 
this size!) 

Wri te for details of stockists, overt rousers, mitts and our amazingly 
l1ghtwe1ght 'Kennels' - sturdy GORE·TEX tunnel tents,21b6oz & 51b4oz 
,---------------------------------------------------------------1 
! Wit\iERgcar ! 
! The Old Boathouse, Llanfa1r Hall. Griffiths Crossing, Nr Caernavon, i 
L __ Gwynedd LL56. __ Port D1norw1c (0248) 670200 _________________ _: 

Printed by Loxley Brothers Limited, Sheffield 
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