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4 season valley- blown fill in 'V' baffled boxes. 
New features for '84 - deep 'V' baffle 
construction with thermal reflective barrier. 
Nylon outer, polycotton inner, pillow and night 
pockets. Full length zip. Total weight around 
4¾1b. 

L 
Warmth in the wet without the 

crippling penalties of excessive weight 
and bulk. The secret lies in the SilveRB 
Radiant Barrier built into the synthetic 
lining. 

Radiant barriers have always been 
inefficient, sweaty and heavy, but the 
SilveRB barrier is virtually free of these 
drawbacks. 

Unbeatable on ~ ancl 
price! These advanced sleeping bags 
developed by Mountain Equipment 
offer high performance at remarkably 
low cost-you won't find a better buy. 
All three bags contain ICI extra fine 

!JfJJeflJx!: 
3 season - double construction. 
Highloft laid filling, double construction with 
KAROSTEP (intermittent quilting) outer. Nylon 
outer, polycotton inner and full length zip. Total 
weight jl.round 4½1b. 

denier T.erylene fillings that give 10% 
more warmth than conventional 
synthetics. 

Polycotton inner, full length zip and 
nylon stuff sac are indudecfin the 
standard price. 

!J!P.rRl!! 
Highloft laid filling, single stitched-through 
construction. Polycotton outer and inner. Total 
weight around 4 ½lb with zip, 4 ¼lb without zip. 

/ici\ 
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E E 
Backpacker. hollow fibre. Superb, light compact 
bag for the Spring to Autumn backpacker and 
valley camper. Total weight: 2Ibs 12oz. 
Fitzroy. Hollofil. Winter capability for valley 
camping, and 3 season use in mountains. 
Total weight: 3Ibs 8oz. 
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Once again Mountain Equipment . 
ha~e the best budget down bags with 
a luxury specification: 
• Single bag construction with slant 

wall baffles 
• Full length zip with draught baffle 
• Down-filled collaron Mountain and 

Ice Dragon 
• Nylon Taffeta outers 
• 100% cotton inners on all bags 
• Divided wall-baffled footpiece 

ountain Equipment down 
b,ags are the best in the 
world. 

M►.,~ ti the four bags in our 
current dowh tange is a classic in its 
own right. They cover all possible 
needs from the ultra-lightweight 
enthusiast to the most seriously 
committed Hi al~n Expedition. 

nuni&rer has the 
kill and rigorous pursuit 
~ able to offer such a 

own bags incorporate the 
fi!atures: 

st quality of filling used 
here in the world 

ue vertical baffling over chest 
~ prove body core insulation 

• Sophisticated hood design for 
nug fit 

• Baffle in footpiece for better 
distribution of down 

• Outer shell in.'1ghtweight 
taffeta nylon 

• Unique zipped pillow compartment 
which turns inside out to make a 
great storage sac with carrying 
handles 

• Separate stuff sac 
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Everest. 14 Ev 
Total weight 4 

A 

Redline. A superb performer into very low 
temperatures. fill weight 2Ib. 4oz. Total weigh 
3lb.9oz. ~ 
Annapurna. Acknowledged al UK/ 
Alpine bag. Fill weight 1Ib. 8oz. otalweight 
2Ib. 14oz. 
Lightline. Probably the lightest~ in the 
world. Fill weight 1 lb. Total.weigHI: 
2Ib. 1oz. 

Ice Dragon 
Mountain Dragon 
Green Dragon 
Yellow Dragon 

G 

1200 gm. fill 
900gm. fill 
700 gm. fill 
500gm. fill 

s 

ore-Tex outer shell 
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Lightness, comfort and style 
are key features of the new 

Freestyle range- ptus the 
Mountain Equipment 
guarantee of quality and 
expertise, proven in twelve ·. 
Everest expeditions. 

Midwear. Super brushed finish on the inside 
of a heavier fabric. Appealing 4 season casual 
wear or the perfect mid-garment for your 
layering system. • Long sleeved top with either 
crew or zipped turtle neck. Colours- grey with 
red stripes or navy with red stripes • Trousers -
navy with side stripe. 

I in Meraklon® Polypropylene. 

Underwear • Crew neck shirt with either long 
or short sleeves • Zipped turtle neck shirt with 
extra wrist section to use as a mitt. • Trousers. 
• Union suit with zipped drop seat for 
prolonged outdoor use • Available in navy or 
red. 

w D I M 
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You can get a good nylon-covered 
synthetic duvet for a little over £50, 
but it won't keep the rain out! 

And waterproof, breathable 
coverings have always been 
expensive. Until now ... 

G E N 

The NEW 

FITZROY 
It has a waterproof, breathable 

Entrant outer, and a warm Libond® 
lining. 

It features fully taped seams, 
a hood that folds neatly under 
the collar and large pockets 
with handwarmers. 

And the SRP is a little 
under £50!! 

The waterproof, breathable outer in 
tough new nylon Entrant will handle all 
the winter's weather. 

Entrant has a microporous 
polyurethane coating that gives a high 
moisture vapour transmission rate combined 
with very effective waterproof properties. 

The new Libond filling from British Vita 
uses Du Pont Dacron 920, one of the new 
generation of micro-fibres that are much warmer 
per inch of thickness. 

Other micro-fibre batts tend to be heavy,... Li bond 
is much lighter, warmth for warmth (just feel the new 
Fitzroy!) 

E R A L 





11 2 pages of the very best gear 
for camping, backpacking, 
hiking, climbing, canoeing and 
caving. All available on 
fourteen days home approval. 

Compiled by experts, the 
catalogue is packed with 
illustrations (many in colour) 
and descriptions of over one 
and a half thousand items of 
clothing and equipment. 

Product groups such as boots, 
tents, sleeping bags, rucsacs, 
and stoves, all have a detailed 
introduction giving sound 
practical advice plus a 
comparison chart of all the 
different models to make 
selection easier. 

This unique catalogue is 
produced by FIELD & TREK 
(Equipment) Ltd., Britain's 
leading supplier of outdoor 
equipment both to the public 
and to outdoor pursuits 
organisations. Field & Trek owes 
its success to three Important 
qualities; excellent service, low 
prices and a genuine interest in 
the equipment it sells_ ) 

The 1984-85 catalogue enables 
you to buy this equipment at 
DISCOUNT PRICES either by 
mail order or from our 
Brentwood store_ 

'ii 

~----------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------- --------

Please enclose £ 1 .25 fine. P&PJ 

Name . ................................. . 

Address ................................ . 

Post to: 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
3 Wates Way, Brentwood, 
Essex, CM 1 5 9TB. 
Telephone: (0277) 233122, 
221259,219418,210913 



Dolomite 
The budget priced synthetic jacket 

with Mountain Equipment style and 
quality. 
• Ripstop nylon shell 
• 7oz. hollow fibre insulation 
• Large insulated pockets with 

handwarmers 
• 2-way nylon zip 
• Detachable hood 
• Cord lock toggles 
• Storm flap 

uta higtl tena 
the hardwearing q 

all weather use de 
e times the ab~ · 
nt taffetta nylon 

Cascade ~n Strata will 

0 

conditions and jive you 
mfortable performance that 

ve come to expect from Gore:rex 
thable fabric. 
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Specialist 
Clothing 

Look what you get 
when you buy a 
Mountain Equipment 
product .... 
The accumulated experience of over 
21 years spent developing and making 
what is without doubt the world's top 
specialist clothing and sleeping bags. 

We have supplied twelve major 
expeditions to Everest and Mountain 
Equipment gear was chosen for the 
extreme conditions met by the recent 
Transglobe expedition. 

We develop and test with the aid of 
the most up to date equipment at the 
University of Leeds. A constant flow of 
feedback information from our own 
field testing and from users 
throughout the world enables us to 
aim for better and better performance. 

Entrant is supplied by Carrington Performance Fabrics 
GoreTex is a Regd. TM. of W.L. Gore & Assoc. Inc. 
Hollofil is a Regd. TM. of E.I. Du Pont de Nermours & Co 
Thinsulate is a Regd. TM. of 3M Co. 
Libond is a Regd. TM. of the British Vita Group 

Redline Duvet. Top of the line. Built for the 
most extreme conditions on earth. 
Annapurna Duvet. Superbly suited for Alpine, 
Scottish or Himalayan climbing, whenever 
weight and space are at a premium. 
Lightline Duvet. Back to the style of the 
original Alpine duvets made by Pierre Allain. As 
light and compressible as possible. 
Cerro Torre Duvet. This pioneering 
combination of Hollofil and Thinsulate has 
made it an established first choice with 

As a result Mountain Equipment 
products are the first choice whenever 
performance and reliability are 
important. 

Active Wear for all the year 
Having started at the coldest end -
clothing and sleeping bags for the high 
Himalayas - we have over the years 
extended our range to meet more 
general needs. This has been a gradual 
process in keeping with our aim of 
preserving quality of materials and 
make up. 
Although we have always, and still do, 
regard Down as the best insulator in 
terms of lightness, bulk and useful life, 
we were among the first to explore the 
possibilities of synthetics such as 
Hollofil, Superloft, Libond, Fibre Pile 

everyone looking for .real expedition type 
warmth in a synthetic jacket. 
Kongur Extreme Jacket and Salopette. The 
result of several years development and proven 
on Kongur and Everest. Thinsulate lining and 
Gore-Tex fabric shell. 
K2 Gore·Tex Mitts. Expedition, Standard and 
Overmitt. 
All duvets can be supplied with Gore-Tex 
outers - either Strata, or 2-layer ripstop 
taffeta. 

and most recently the very successful 
Thermofleece. New fabrics like 
Gore-Tex and Entrant are carefully 
evaluated and designed into products 
with due regard to their advantages 
and disadvantages. 

This catalogue includes all our current 
standard range; as it is aimed at Spring 
and Summer '84 we have 
concentrated particularly on sleeping 
bags and the increasingly popular 
lightweight multi-use clothing. More 
detailed leaflets are available on some 
of the items, either from your specialist 
retailer or direct from us. 

Look for the Mountain Equipment 
label - it's your guarantee. 

Mountain Equipment Ltd. ~ 
George Street, Glossop. 
SK13 8AY. England. 
Tel. Glossop 3770/3105. Mountain Equipment 
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evaluated and designed into products 
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standard range; as it is aimed at Spring 
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Mountain Equipment Ltd. ~ 
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Tel. Glossop 3770/3105. Mountain Equipment 
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The Quasar 
The finest Hi-Tech, ultra perfonnance tent in the world! 

Unique 4 pole semi-geodesic design has withstood severe Antarctic 
blizzards. For its weight of 3.3kg it's probably the most stable tent ever 
designed. Durable NEOPRENE groundsheet 84' x sa• - zipped nylon 
AND separate insect netting doors at EACH end - fly has HOT-AIR 
TAPED SEAMS and zipped porches at BOTH ends. Self supporting 
(can be picked up and moved) -sleeps 2 

The Super Nova 
5 pole, self-supporting geodesic design gives exceptional stability. 

Huge interior 98" x 81" x 4g' - sleeps 3--4. Ideal expedition base camp 
or family tent. Fly has hooped porch (plus simple pointed porch on 
other side) - both zipped - HOT-AIR TAPED SEAMS - 2 large doors plus 
separate insect netting doors (all zipped). NEOPRENE groundsheet. 
For its size, its weight of only 4.3kg is remarkable (load can be split 
between two if required). 

The l.Jova 
Identical to the Super Nova excepting - 1.1oz fabric inner tent - double 
door on one side only (insect netting ventilators on back wall) 
Non-hooped zipped porch one side only. RETAINS the NEOPRENE 
groundsheet yet only weighs 3.5kg complete! 

The Gemini 
Gore· Tex single skin tent: sleeps 2. HOT-AIR 
TAPED SEAMS - ultra lightweight 2.1kg. 
l:i' x 48' x 41" high. Plus porch. 



Troll Freestyle Harness 
Ron Fawcett on Master's Edge (6c), 
Millstone, Derbyshire. 

Troll Whillans Harness 
Jerry Moffat climbing Master's Wall, 
Cloggy. Photograph courtesy of 
Rowland Foster. 

) 

Troll Mark 6 Harness 
Dick Renshaw on Shivling North Face. 

People in High Places 
Trust in Troll 

For 20 years Troll have been world 
leaders in the design of safety 
equipment for people in high places. 
Since Haston on Hoy in 1967 and 
Whillans on Annapurna in 1970, up to 
today's top international climbers and 
mountaineers, Troll have provided 
unparalleled confidence and security. 

Trolltind Climbing and 
Mountaineering Sack. 

,. 

Designed, developed and tested by 
Troll over a period of two years, and 
based on years of experience on rock 
and mixed climbs in many parts of the 
world. The essence of the sack is 
SIMPLICITY, STRENGTH and 
COMFORT, for the crag climber or the 
mountaineer on fast clean ascents of 
1-3 day routes. For major ascents 
taking longer than this, a larger sack 
of the Troll Haul Bag type would 
normally be required. The Trolltind 
Sack has been tested on high rescue 
missions on Mount Blanc. It fits well 
and is comfortable to carry. The 
fasteners are practicle and the whole 
sack and pocket are watertight. 
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Troll Rock Suit 
A stylish matching suit of Rock Tops 
and Rock Bottoms for the new 
generation of climbers. Designed and 
tested by Troll together with Ron 
Fawcett, over a period of twelve 
months with their usual thoroughness 
and keeness on high performance. 

The New Troll Contact 3 Rock Boot 
Double canvas protected by suede for 
minimum stretch. Double lacing for 
precise fastening. The famous contact 
sole."Superb for edging"Keith Sharples. 

Hammer /Ice Axe 
Holster 
A two part holster 
which fits on any 
harness in any 
position. Does not 
need to be slid into 
place. Made from 
special thermoplastics 
with high flexibility 
and abrasion 

..iJi1J,, resistance even at 

tt[j'@DD Safety Equipment Ltd. 
Spring Mill, Uppermill, Oldham, OL3 6AA England. 
Tel: Saddleworth 2120 and 6189 

low temperatures. 

'rorroii'sate'"ty Eq~m7nut~u;e7miu." o'icih;;,OL36M ~g~d~ - -, 
I Please send me your FREE Colour Brochure showing full range of equipment. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
1--------------~-· I (M .6) I ~---------------------~ 



LONDON TO THE ALPS 
COACHES TO 

Grenoble, Geneva, Chamonix, Nice, 
Castellane (Verdon), Aosta, Milan, 

Marseille 

,we '"'H 9'12ITfAtNlEfllNG Crawford House, Precinct Centre, 
MtJ/~N~I~ Booth St. East, Manchester M13 9RZ. 

~~ ~~ 

~ CATALOGUE OF ~ 
THE 
HIMALAYAN 
LITERATURE 
Edited by YOSHIMI YAKUSHI 

CONTENTS• Foreword / Preface to the 
Second Edition/ P~rt 1 - Books in 
European Langua11es ( p 15 - 466 ) / 
Part 2 - Books in Japanese ( p _ 46 7 -
621 )/ Index - List of Books translated 
into Japanese; List of Books in Japanese, 
List of Books in European Languages; 
General Index ( p 623- 759) 

18.2 x 25.7cm; 759 pages / ISBN4-560-
02997-0 / Price 19,000 Yen, plus Post
age & Package 3,500Yen / Our Bank 
Kanda-Branch of Bank of Tokyo, Account 
No. 10979; Kanda-Nishikicho 3-26, Chiyo
da-ku, Tokyo 101 Japan / Our number of 
C. C. P Tokyo 9-33228 

HAKUSUISHA 
PUBLISHING CO, LTD. 

.1'i 24. 3-CHOME. KANDA-OGAW AMACHI. 

.» CHIYODA KU. TOKYO 101 

~"P 

afptne sport:s HAVE THE LARCEST 
DISPLAY OF LICHTWEICHT TENTS IN LONDON 

* WILD COUNTRY * PHOENIX * ULTIMATE * R. SAUNDERS * NORTHFACE 
Up to 10 models on display. we also stock a full range of: 

Mountain, Backpacking, Travel & survival Equipment 
Plus specialist advice on all aspects of mountain gear 

3 
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PATAGONU\ RAI 
W hy has Patagonia take~ so 

long to come out with a 
rainwear system? 
Until now there was no fabric avail
able that was either waterproof or 
breathable enough to meet our stan
dards. We had to develop our own 
fabrics, coatings and construction 
methods to come up with rainwear 
that we would be proud to put our 
label on. 

W hat is SeaiCoat'" coating? 
All our rainwear is coated 

with SealCoat which is an elastomer 
composed of thirteen chemicals 
applied in five separate layers to 
create a completely waterproof 
material. It exceeds the U.S. Army's 
minimum requirement for water
proofness by six times. SealCoat is 
extremely tough and is unaffected by 
U. V. rays, wet storage and frequent 
laundering. It cannot be contami· 
nated or delaminated by body oils, 
salt, or acids. As a further guarantee of 
waterproofness we have treated the 
outside of the fabric with H2No,'" a 
teflon base water repellent that 
absorbs into the nylon fibers, not just 
around them like silicone repellents. 

Is SealCoat breathable? 
Not in the least. We don't believe 

that a truly waterproof fabric can 
breathe enough to keep you comfort
ab le in all conditions so we've 
approached the problem in a new 
way. Instead of relying on micro· 
porous holes to transport perspiration 
vapor away from your body and 
through the material, we've devised a 
two part attack that really works. First 
we laminate a nylon tricot on to the 
Sea!Coat. The tricot spreads out any 
moisture from condensation or perspi
ration so it can dry more quickly
like sweeping a puddle on a tennis 
court. 

W here is the moisture going 
to go? 

On all rainwear we have built in 
sophisticated back, chest, and hip 
vents. The moisture will not only 
wick along the tricot out to these 
vents but a "chimney effect" ventila
tion begins as cool air enters a jacket 
from the cuffs and bottom. As it rises 
it cools the wearer and moves the 
moist vapor upward and out through 
the vents. 

PATAGONIA RAINWEAR: 
FOR PEOPLE SERIOUS 

ABOUT STAYING DRY, ALL 
THE TIME 

Lightweight Rainwear 
Made from 70 denier (4.5 oz.) nylon 
taffeta in a Jacket, Anorak, knee 
length Raincoat, and matching Pants. 
A jacket weighs only 12 oz. 

Mountain Rainwear 
Built from 6 oz. nylon oxford that has 
two times the tear and abrasion 
resistance of traditional heavy weight 
taslan. A jacket weighs 20 oz. 

A re the seams sealed? 
All the seams are taped on the 

inside and can withstand 150 pounds 
of pressure. Also, believing that both 
the design of a garment and the fabrics 
contribute equally to waterproofness, 
we have eliminated the shoulder and 
side seams, notorious leak points on 
all raingear. 

W hat about flt? 
We've replaced the traditional 

set-in or raglan sleeves with our new 
Y·Joint™ sleeve which allows com
plete freedom of movement without 
all the bulky material under the 
armpits. This is especially advan
tageous when wearing a pack. All our 
rainwear is cut oversized so you can 
wear plenty of clothing layers under· 
neath. The hood is designed to protect 
the head and allow full mobility. It can 
even be taken on or off without hav
ing to adjust drawcords. The sleeve 
cuffs have unique closures that pro
tect, ventilate and stay in place on 
your ski gloves. 

Any more features? 
Two storm flaps cover all zip 

pers. Tough plastic snaps are used that 
won't rust or corrode. Pockets are 
slant cut to channel water away from 
zippered openings. The pants have 
fully waterproof calf length leg zip
pers. All the vents can be closed off 
with snaps. 

How many hundreds of dol
lars will a jacket cost me? 

Even with all these technical features 
Patagonia rainwear is affordable. Our 
lightweight jacket for instance, costs 
$85. Why so cheap? Because you're 
not paying inflated prices for a "mira
cle" fabric that will neither keep you 
dry nor "breathe." Our rainwear is an 
honest product at an honest price
just what you would expect from 
Patagonia. 

Write for the dealer nearest you and a 
free 56 page color catalog of our com
plete line of functional outdoor 
clothing. 

Patagonia 
P.O. Box 150 
Dept. HR 
Ventura, CA 93002 
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Details from, 
I.S.M .. Club Vagabond. 1854 Leysin 
Switzerland. Tel. !Swiss code) 25 34 13 21 

Why not take a trip with the Doctor and his friends to 

The Ridiculous Mountains 
20 preposterous short stories by G.J.F. Dutton 

HOWMUCHIS 
DEPENDABILITY 
WORTH TO YOU? 

Exclusive distributor: 

It shou ld be worth a lot. 
That's why our line of 

climbing and mountaineering 
footwear is designed by ex
perts and built to stand up to 
the most extreme conditions, 
whether you're rock climb
ing .. . on a winter expedition, 
or anything in between. 

Asolo Sport Footwear 
costs more than other boots. 
The dependability is worth it. 

KENKO International, Inc., 8141 W, 1-70 Frontage Road North 
Arvada, Colorado 80002, (303) 425-1200 

The 
adventures of the 

Doctor and his two 
hapless compan ions 

have entertained readers of the 
SMC Journa!for years. Now all are 

avai lable in one volume plus eight 
previously unpublished articles. 

Together they provide a wdedly satisfying 
commentary on today· s. often lud icrous. 

mountain scene. ISBN 0 906371 61 9 Demy 8vo 
160 pages £7.95 DIADEM 

distributed by Cordee, 3a DeMontfort St., Leicester 



The new generation of sharp SALEWA 
climbing hardware has arrived 

('"\ 0 (' 

Diamond Ice Axe. 
The top quality alpini

stes' axe. 
Orion. A high per

formance axe with 
a modified droop 

pick fabricated for opti
mum performance at mode

rate cost. 
The "new look" head on both 

axes incorporates many specific 
performance design features. 

The unique pick point profile gives 
great anchor security without 

sacrificing ease of placement and re
. moval. 

Another "first" from Salewa, crampon makers to 
the world . Following the Classic, Chouinard 

Rigid and Everest models Salewa now presents: 
the worlds first "instant fit-step in" crampon, 

the Reinhold Messner, article 8000, 
breaks new ice. 

The instant fit Messner Crampon is also 
available for use with a conventional strap bin

ding, article 8100. 

The Salewa Ice Pin introduces the versatility 
and security of stainless steel to climbing hard
ware. 
The virtues of the press fit eye shaft, swaged 
threads and ductility of stainless steel will 

be obvious to climbers with a 
technical background. 

The Chouinard Rigid Crampon is also available 
with the new step in binding. 
Write for the free 1984 full colour Salewa catalo
gue. 104 pages of innovative high technology 
climbing equipment including the new improved 
Ultra Ice Screw, the unique 
Hollow Carabiner range, 
the new "trapezoid" cara
biners and much much 
more. 

SALEWA · Alpine technology · Thalkirchner Str. 47 · D-8000 Miinchen 2 · West Germany 
For UK. · Karrimor International Ltd. · Avenue Parade · GB-Accrington Lancashire · 885 6PR · England 
For JAPAN: Liebermann, Waechli & Co. SA · POB 243 · Shinjuku Mitsui Building · Tokyo/Japan 





THE ROPE REVOLUTION BEGINS 
Chouinard Equipment introduces Kevlar TM Cord 

with the strength of steel 

Our new 5.5mm Kevlar cord has a tensile 
strength of 4,500 pounds. This is more strength than 

some 9mm cords at a 71 % reduction in weight and 
a 63% decrease in bulk. Now you can drastically 

reduce the weight and bulk of your rack while 
simultaneously increasing its overall strength. 
Nylon Inserts are offered to provide a snug fit 

in your Stopper and Hexentric Chocks. 

For more information on Kevlar cord or the rest 
of the 1984 line of Chouinard Equipment for 

Alpinists, see your dealer or write us for a free 
56 page catalog. 

THE 1984 CHOUINARD CATALOG IS HERE! 

Chouinard Equipment Ltd. 
P.O. Box 90 / Dept. PJ 

Ventura, Ca. 93002 
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NEPAL 

Winter 1983-4 

This has proved the most 
successful winter season since 
the peaks were officially opened 
for winter in 1980. Fine dry 
Autumn weather continued until 
December 26th when a little 
snow fell. Then days later there 
was more snow, then fine 
weather until February. Eight out 
of eleven expeditions reached 
their summits in the official 
winter season (1 December-31 
January) . Most expeditions 
finished climbing before the end 
of December, indicating that the 
official season is incompatible 
with practical mountaineering. 

Manaslu (8163ml 

A Polish expedition from the High 
Mountain Club of Zakopane 
succeeded on the first winter 
ascent of the mountain. Led by 
Dr. Lech Korniszewski, the ten 
member team decided not to set 
up Base Camp in the Thulagi 
Valley before December 1st and 
not to try to reach the summit 
before December 21st, the 
beginning of the calendar winter 
season. Base Camp (4000m) was 
erected on December 2nd and 
Advanced Base next day 
(4400ml. They followed the 
Tyrolean (Messner) face route 
(1972) . The rock wall (V A2) was 
fixed with 500m of rope and on 
December 5th Camp 1 was 
established (5650m). A week later 
Stanislaw Jaworski, a film 
recorder, fell 100m to his death 
from the rock wall when a fixed 
rope was cut by a stone. He was 
an experienced mountaineer, a 
veteran of expeditions to Everest, 
Dhaulagiri, the Hindu Kush and 
other ranges. His body was 
retrieved and he was buried on 
the Thulagi Glacier. On the 16th 
December Camp 2 was set up at 
6400m in the Butterfly Valley, and 
on the 21st Camp 3 (7100m). This 
was in the Ramp, which was fixed 
with rope. After Christmas the 
weather worsened, with stormy 
winds, clouds and lower 
temperatures. Tents at Camp 3 
were twice blown down. On 
January 11th Maciej Berbeka and 
Ryszard Gajewski placed Camp 4 
on the Plateau (7700m). Minus 32 
degrees was recorded in the tent. 
Next morning they went to the 
top in 5 hours, finding South 
Korean and Nepalese pennants 
30 metres below the top. In 
descent they met very high winds 
and were forced to crawl, and did 
not reach Camp 3 until 7 p.m . 
Both suffered frostbite. A second 
summit bid on January 14th by 
Maciej Pawlikowski and Bogumil 
Probulski failed to locate Camp 4 
on the Plateau as it had been 
blown down, and the expedition 
was abandonded. This was the 
3rd ascent of the Tyrolean Route, 
first of Manaslu in winter and the 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

Best Ever Winter Season: 
Manaslu First Winter Ascent, 
100 per cent Success Below 7200m. 

third 800 metre peak to be 
climbed in winter. It was the 2nd 
to be climbed in the calendar 
winter season. Neither oxygen 
nor high altitude porters were 
used. 
Gajewski (29) is a mountain 
rescuer from Zakopane, with 
experience in the Pamirs, on 
Everst and Annapurna. In 1979 he 
reached the top of Peak 29 
(7514m). Berbeka (29) is a fine 
arts teacher. He did a new route 
on the South Face of Annapurna 
in 1981 . 

Everest (8848ml 

The Japanese party led by 
Kazuyuki Takahashi put four men 
on the summit on December 16th 
via the South Col. This was the 
3rd winter ascent, following that 
ofthe Poles (17th February 1980) 
and Japanese (27th December 
1982). Noboru Yamada, Takashi 
Ozaki, Kazunari Murakami and 
Nawang Yonden reached the top. 
Base had been set up on 
November 16th and four camps 
were used. The meeting on the 
summit planned for Christmas 
between Kazuyuki and his wife 
Michiko who climbed on the 
North Face proved impossible as 
medical advice prevented 
Kazuyuki from going beyond 
Camp 2 and the North Face party 
did not reach the top. (see China 
below). 

Arna Dablam (6856ml 

A Korean party led by Nam San 
Woo made the first winter and 
first Korean ascent by the South 
Ridge normal route. Nam San 
Woo reached the top on 
December 5th and Lin Byung Gil 
and Kim Young Soofollowed on 
the 6th. They had three camps 
above base and their 2 sherpas 
and cook carried above Base 
Camp. 

Pumori (7161ml 

Colorado climber Jeff Lowe 
made a solo ascent of the South 
East Spur in four days, taking one 
day to descend. With Earl 
Wiggins he had planned to climb 
Pumori in preparation for an 
attempt on Nuptse. Base Camp 
was set up at 17500 feet on 
December 6th. On the 2nd night 
there Wiggins developed high 
altitude pulmonary and cerebral 
oedema. Lowe escorted him to 
lower altitude and returned on 12 
December. From a bivouac at 
18000 feet Lowe climbed to 20500 
on December 16th, and 
bivouaced using a bat tent. A 300 
foot cliff took several hours of 
ascent early on the 27th, and 
steep ice was climbed to a natural 
ice cave at 21600. On December 
18th a further steep rock a11d ice 
band was climbed above 22000 
feet and moderately steep slopes 
of wind packed snow were 
climbed to reach the summit at 

MANASLU 8163 

Above: The line taken by the Polish Winter Expedition on Manas/u. 
Camp four is on the other side of the mountain, and the site of the 
fatal accident is marked. 

4.30 p.m . After five minutes, 50 
m.p.h. winds and -5 F 
temperatures forced retreat. 
Moonlight enabled him to reach 
the ice cave at midnight after 15 
hours climbing. He reached Base 
Camp at 5 p.m. While Lowe was 
on the mountain Wiggins 
returned and climbed to 5640m in 
a deep gully left of Lowe's route 
but retreated when oedema 
recurred and plans for Nuptse 
were cancelled. 
Lowe continued to be very active. 
In 13 months he has climbed the 
first ascent of the North Face of 
Kwangde, with Dave Breashears, 
the first alpine style ascent of the 
West Buttress of Taulliraju (Peru) 
with Alex Lowe and a solo ascent 
of the North Buttress of 
Puscanturpa Norte, one of Peru's 
most difficult rock climbs (1982 
Italian route). The South-East 
Spur of Pumoriwas climbed in 
spring 1972 by Chamonix guides 
using expedition tactics. 

Numbur (6957ml 

A five member party succeeded 
on the South-West Face route. 
Base Camp was established on 
November 23rd. Three camps 
were set up on the mountain. On 
December 11th deputy leader 
Naoki Yamada Tomio Mashimo 
and Ang Tshering Sherpa 
reached the summit, followed 
next day by Tamio Hitachi and 
Nima Wangchu Sherpa. Six 
sherpas went above Base Camp, 
and four above Camp 1. This was 
the first winter ascent of the 

mountain. 
Among the six lower summits 
attempted five became first 
winter ascents. These are Amai 
Dablang, (Ama Dab/am, 6812m 
South Korea), Numbur(6957m, 
Japan), Kanguru (6981 m, Japan), 
Api (7132m, Poland) and Tilitso 
(Tilicho, 7134m, South Korea). 
The last summit was reported 
climbed in January 1982 by three 
sherpas, but this has been called 
into question. Two among the 
lower summits were soloed, 
Pumori by Jeff Lowe (2nd winter 
ascent) and Kanguru by Hiroyuki 
Baba. 
Among the six parties trying 
peaks over 7500m only two 
succeeded, on Everest and 
Manaslu. Canadian attempts on 
Manaslu, British on Annapurna II 
and Japanese on Annapurna 1 
and Everest North Face failed. On 
lower summits (6812-7161 
metres) all succeeded. The 
Himalayan winter with basically 
stable weather, without much 
snow and avalanche danger 
appears to offer better conditions 
on lower peaks in Nepal than the 
pre or post-monsoon. Extreme 
winter conditions begin beyond 
7-7500 metres, especic1lly in 
December. Wind and lower 
temperatures mean that beyond 
the 8000 metres level team 
strength and co-operation, good 
organisation and equipment, and 
high motivation are essential. On 
these peaks between 1974-84 
nineteen attempts were made of 
which five were successful. 100 
climbers tried Himalayan 



Above: Jeff Lowe's solo climb on Pumori, which takes the South East Spur. Photo: Lowe. 

summits last winter, two were 
killed. The winter storm on Api 
may have contributed to the 
death of Andrzej Bielun. He and 
Tadeusz Piotrowski were 
separated as he reached the 
summit 1 ½ hours behind and 
disappeared during the night 
descent in strong winds. 
Jaworski's death on Manaslu was 
due to damage to a fixed rope 
unrelated to winter conditions as 
such. Lack of snow and 
avalanche danger seem to allow 
a lower accident and mortality 
rate among winter Himalayan 
climbers on the evidence of the 
first five years. At the same time 
they tend to be among the most 
strong and experienced climbers. 
Polish anci Japanese 
observations agree with 
Mountain's conclusions of 1981. 
"Climbing conditions are better 
generally in December ... 
Conditions proved severe with 
more snow and high wind after 
Christmas. " 
Since then parties have 
sometimes acted on that advice, 
setting up early Base Camps and 
being acclimatized and ready for 
quick progress in early 
December. Only the two Polish 
expeditions and Jeff Lowe's 
expedition began setting up Base 
and other camps after December 
1st, and reached summits after 
December 21st. 
Other summit ascents were made 
between December 5th (Arna 
Dablam) and 18th (Pumori, 
Kanguru). Some Base Camps 
were in position in October or 
November. This raises some 

doubts about the exact status of 
the winter ascent. 
Mountaineering is a free activity, 
despite the need for some criteria 
of performance. What is certain is 
that winter remains a challenge 
both to big expedition 
moutaineering, which on high 
peaks is no guarantee of success, 
to lightweight adventures 
typified by the Lowe ascent. As 
yet perhaps both have their 
place. 

CHINA 

Everest (8848ml 

In the post-monsoon season of 
1983 a twelve member French 
party led by Yan nick Seigneur 
and Patrick Barthe set out to 
traverse the mountain, ascending 
the West Ridge and descending 
the North East, without oxygen or 
high altitude camps. Base Camp 
was set up on the Central 
Rongbuk Glacier on September 
14th at 5300m. In five days 
Camps 1 and 2 (5800m) were set 
up, and ropes fixed on a steep 
firm buttress leading to the West 
Ridge, (7100m). 
On October 8th Gallet, Fargess 
and Seigneur set off, with 
bivouacs at 7100m and 7500m. 
They left the Yugoslav Route for 
the Hornbein Couloir and 
reached 8200 metres, Camp 6 of 
the last American Expedition . 
Bad weather and exhaustion 
forced retreat, and from 14th -
19th October, Escoffier and 
Schaffter repeated the attack, 
spending two nights at 8200m . 

Strong winds and bad weather 
forced them back and a further 
attempt by Gallet, Seigneur and 
Konig stopped at 8000 metres. 
The 18 member Kamoshikadojin 
party from Tokyo attempted to 
climb the North Face of Everest 
via the Hornbein Couloir, setting 
up Base Camp early in October 
but continuing into the winter 
season. Led by Michiko 
Takahashi (41) they began their 
siege from camp 1 at 6170 metres 
on the Central Rongbuk Glacier 
on October 27th, 1983. They 
followed the 1980 Japanese route 
setting up Camp 2 (6900m) on 5th 
November and Camp 3 (7700 
metres) on 17th. 
A high point of 8100 metres was 
reached on December 9th, but 
high winds and extreme cold 
made them stop. A siege until 
mid-January was insufficient to 
enable them to reach the summit, 
where Michito Takahashi had 
planned a rendezvous with 
husband Kazuyuki climbing with 
a 12 man party from the Western 
Cwm. 
A British party led by Bronco 
Lane ofthe 1976 summit pair 
failed on the same route in early 
April when an avalanche struck a 
camp, killing one member and 
injuring several others. 

Changtse (7533ml 

This peak divides the Rongbuk 
Glaciers and faces Everest across 
the North Col. A West German 
party led by Eduard Geyer, mayor 
of the town, climbed the peak in 
1982 by its East Ridge. From Base 

at 51 00m on the Rongbuk Glacier 
they set up 4 camps, Udo 
Zehertleitner reached the top on 
October 14, and Paul Braun, 
Rudolf Frick, Ludwig Hosle and 
Martin Engler on the 16th. Gino 
Cassasa soloed the East Ridge on 
May 14th, 1983 in a 20 hour 
alpine style push. He was a 
member of the Chilean party 
attempting Everest. 

Notes 

Dr. C. Shank asks us to notify 
readers "that there is an opening 
for the West Ridge of 
Oomolangma (Mt. Everest) for 
1985 from the Chinese side in 
spring 1985." 
Interested Groups should contact 
The Canadian Himalayan 
Foundation P.O. Box G413. 
Calgary, Alberta T3A 2G3, 
Canada. 

SOVIET UNION 

Caucasus 

Shelda Tau Central (4295m) 

Michal Nanowski and Zbigniew 
Skierski did a new route on the 
North Face from the Shelda 
Glacier. From a point below the 
pass between Shelda Central and 
Peak Aristova they climbed 500 
metres of difficult ice gullies and 
chimneys of up to 80 degrees. A 
bivouac below the 'Shovel' ice 
field on February 25th allowed 
them to climb the ice right of the 
Martynov Route for 500m . On the 
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Shelda Tau group in the Caucusus: 1-Martynof Route, 2-New Polish 
Route, 3-Eliseev Route, S-The Shovel. 

col. a second bivouac was made 
and the summit reached on 27th . 
Descent with one further bivouac 
was made via the Kensicky 
Route. There was avalanche 
danger on the 50-60 degree 
icefield and objective danger is 
likely to make it too dangerous in 
summer. 

Pik Schurovki (4259ml 

Ryszard Kolakowski, Tomasz 
Kopys and Jan Wolf made the 
first winter ascent of the Kensicky 
Route on the North Face between 
February 25th and March 1st. 
Pitches of V+ and VI were ice and 
snow covered and the climb done 
almost entirely in crampons. 
Most of the climbing was free, 
with only few aid pitches. A 300 
metre tower is the major 
obstacle. One climber slipped on 
easy snow below the top and was 
held after a long fall and rescued. 
Five and a half days were spent 
on the face. 
The Caucasus attracted strong 
Soviet, Polish (above) and Czech 
parties in the winter of 1983. 
Weather is cold, with strong 
wind, relatively little snow and 
long periods of unchanging 
conditions. Seracs and 'Shivye 
Kamni' (living stones) are less 
hazardous than in summer. Many 
high quality routes have no 
winter ascents and some 
summits likewise. The mountains 
are deserted, without rescue 
services. It is a paradise for 
strong climbers capable of 
working out their own salvation! 

Adyrsubashy (4370ml 

In July 1983 Reinhard Mittag and 
Reiner Treppte (GDR) climbed a 
new line on the left of the North 
Face. This was an ice climb of 4B 
(Soviet) . 

Ullu-Tau-Chana (4207ml 

This is reputed to be the most 
difficult massif in its region 
(Adyrsu). Werner Schonelebe 
and Michael Urbczat did a new 
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route on the West Face of the 
Main Summit. Predominantly ice, 
it was of high standard (5B). GDR 
climbers also repeated a number 
of high standard climbs from the 
International Climbing Camp 
1983. In all, 659 climbers from 18 
countries took part in Soviet 
climbing camps last year. 108 
climbed Peak Lenin (7134m), 99 
Peak Communism (7483m) and 
50 Peak Korshevskoy(7105m) . 
These camps, organised in the 
Caucasus, Pamir, Tien Shan and 
Altai, had their tenth anniversary 
in 1983. 

TURKEY 

Kizilkaya (3723ml 

Several parties have tried to 
ascend this peak in winter 
without success. A Czech and an 
Australian climber are believed to 
have been killed by stonefall in 
these attempts. Turkish guides 
Hikmet and Ah met Gurbuz 
climbed the third highest point in 
the Taurus Range of South 
Turkey between 21st and 24th of 
December 1983 reaching the top 
from the North West Ridge. 

Kachkar (3937ml 

To visit these peaks near the 
frontier between the Soviet 
Union and Turkey permits from 
the Turkish Ministry of the 
Interior are required for all 
foreigners. Known as the Little 
Caucasus and Pontic Alps they 
include Kachkar (3937ml, 
Vercenik (3711 m), Altiparmak 
(3334ml, Kachkar Tepeleri 
(3605ml, Bu/ut(3500m), Hunut 
(3510m) and Varos (3458m). 
Permits are also required for 
Ararat and the Cilo Sat Range. 
Foreign climbers must apply to 
the Ministry of the Interior via a 
Turkish Travel Agency and fill in 
special forms. Final dates are 1st 
April for summer, 1st October for 
winter. 

THE ALPS t 

Profit Solos Peuterey 
Ridge Integral 

Mont Blanc (4807ml 

In December 1983 Pascal 
Ottmann, a guide and professor 
of the Ecole National in 
Chamonix, disappeared near the 
Col de Peuterey in an attempt to 
make the first solo ascent of the 
Peuterey Ridge lntegrale. On 
February 17-18th Christophe 
Profit completed the climb in 36 
hours of ascent, dedicating the 
climb to Ottmann . On March 10th 
Profit made a solo ascent of the 
Hyper Couloir on the Brouillard 
Face. He had made the first 
ascent of the route in January 
1983 with two partners. After a 
night at the Eccles Hut he began 
the couloir at 8.30 a.m. on 10th 
March. He climbed the 800 metre 
couloir reaching the summit of 
Mont Blanc at 2.30 p.m. Three 
steep ice steps of 35-40 metres 
form the major technical 
difficulties. 

Grandes Jorasses (4208ml 

In March 1984 Andy Parkin, of the 
British Alpine Climbing Group, 
made a solo ascent of the Walker 
Spur by the Cassin Route in four 
days. This is the second solo 
winter ascent following that of 
Hasegawa of Japan, and is an 
exceptional feat of British 
alpinism in recent times. 
In mid February 1984 Eric 
Gramont and Benoit Grison of 
the Ecole Militaire de Haute 
Montagne, Chamonix, repeated 
the Czech Rolling Stones route on 
the Grandes Jorasses North Face, 
taking 4½ days. The weather WaE, 

clear, cold (-30c) and windy. This 
was the first winter ascent of the 
climb first ascended by J. Kutil, T. 
Prochazka, L. Slechta and J. 
Svejda on July 24-29th 1979. 

Aiguille du Plan 

Mike Fleischackl ascended the 
Gabarrou Couloiron the West 
Face in 5¼ hours on February 
14th 1984. This appears to be the 
first solo and winter ascent. Two 
days later he soloed the Breche 
Sud des Dames Angfaises in 4½ 
hours. Previous winter solo 
climbs by Fleischackl include the 
North Face of the Ort/er, the 
Cordier Couloir of the Aiguille 
Verte, The Shroud of the Grandes 
Jorasses, the Plan North Face, 
the Super and Gabarrou Couloirs 
of Mont Blanc De Tacul and a 
solo of the Black Cleft in Wales in 
1984. 

PENNINE ALPS 

Mont Collon 

Lindsey Griffin and Mike 
Wooldridge made the first ascent 
of the Great Central Couloir on 
the SE Face, on the 28th-29th of 
December in 16 hours. The rock 
on the side of the couloir is poor, 
belays hard to arrange and 

significant stone and ice fall was 
experienced even in winter, 
though temperatures were 
higher than usual. Climbing was 
rated Scottish grade V. (530m 
TD+/ED-). 

Bernese Oberland 
Gletscherhorn 

Ed Hart and Dave Ivory repeated 
the Carrington-Rouse Route in 
what is thought to be the first 
winter ascent. Conditions were 
bad after the poor summer of 
1983. The ice was very hard and 
thin through the two rock tiers. 
The climb is of similar standard 
to Slipstream in the Canadian 
Rockies. The party had two 
bivouacs, completing the climb 
between Christmas and New 
Year. 

Summer83 
Matterhorn 

Yugoslavs Francek Knez, Tone 
Galuf and Joka Tucic made a new 
hard rock route on the South Face 
of the peak. Starting on June 
15th, seven pitches were 
completed tojoin the Benedetti 
Bich-Carrel route. After a bivouac 
they climbed directly towards the 
summit through the overhanging 
section and reached the Bigami
Bonatti variation . During the 
night the weather turned bad, 
and they did not continue. 36 
pitches took 19 hours climbing, 
but the climbing is likely to be 
TD+ or ED. (East European 
V,AO) . 

Weisshorn (4505ml 

Italians Renzo Ouagliotto and 
Guiseppe Bonfanti made a 1000 
metre first ascent of the Central 
Spur of the North East Face. This 
is reported to be a major ice 
climb of D+. 

Mont Blanc 
Petites Jorasses 

Simon Richardson and Roger 
Everett made the 3rd ascent of 
the Bonatti-Mazaud route on the 
East Face in July 1983. 

Aiguille Verte 

J. Ball and T.J . Pilling repeated 
the Rock Triangle Route on the 
North East Face on 9th August 
1983. It was reported loose and 
probably more suitable for winter 
climbing. 

Chamonix Aiguilles-Extreme 
Rock 

Last summer a large number of 
hard rock climbs were done in the 
modern idiom in many parts of 
the Alps. Among activists was 
Michel Piola, who was involved 
in high standard ascents 
including 6 routes on the East 
Face of the Aiguille du Roe. These 
are Eyes in the Sky (Piola-Pedrini 
4-5 August 1983) grade VII+ 
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Extreme Rock Climbs in Modern Idiom on 
Chamonix Granite. 
Moffatt and Giillich Climb Grade 10 in Frankenjura. 

between Children of the Moon 
and Pyramid. Gemini (Michel and 
Deidier Piola and G. Hopfgartner 
24.9.83.) includes slabs of Grade 
Vll(6b) and is left of Children of 
the Moon. Voie Georges was 
done on July 8th with Georges 
Bettembourg and Rene Ghilini 
and A Dirty Business of Sex and 
Crime by the same trio and A. 
Cheneval on 8.9.83. This has 
Vll +NIII slab climbing . Two other 
climbs were done by Piola and 
Ghilini on 26 and 27th 
September. Vingt Mille Lieves 
sous la Neige gave slab climbing 
of IV and V and Les Vertiges de 
/'Automne climbing of VI and VII. 
Piola and Pierre Allain Steiner 
also made the first ascent of 
Williamine Dada on the West 
Face of the Blatiere on the 18119th 
August. This 350 metre route 
takes a line between the Harlin 
Mazeaud and the Ghilini-Grenier 
at VI and VII. It was repeated 
twice in the Autumn, with Piola 
making the 3rd ascent with M. 
Maire. On the South East Face of 
the Grand Capucin Jean Marc 
Boivin and Piola added Flagrante 
De/ire, which included hard free 
and aid climbing , while Marco 
Pedrino and Sergio Vicari made 
the first free ascent of Piola's 
Voyageselon Guilliver(1982) in 
5½ hours. The same pair made 
an entirely free ascent of the 
Harlin-Robbins Route on the 
West Face of the Petit Dru except 
for 2 aid points on pitch 10. They 
thought this VIII, or French 7b. 

Eastern Alps 

Similarly extreme rock climbing 
in the mountains is growing very 
fast. (see Mountain 96. B. 
Schmid). One climber Albert 
Precat 30 of Bischofshofen did 
about 30 new climbs in 1983, in 
the Berchtesgaden and Dachstein 
mountains. Most were VI or VII 
and three were done solo. This 
makes his total of new routes in 
the area 170, and he has also 
climbed in the Caucasus, Andes, 
Makalu, Nanga Parbat, 
Greenland and Bhutan. 

Dolomites 
Civetta 

Ines Bozic and Sanja Vranac did 
the Philip-Flamm route on July 
29-30 1983, the climb taking 
fifteen hours because of rain. 
This is probably the first 
women's ascent, though it has 
been done by mixed parties. 
These Yugoslav women continue 
to climb at a high standard . 
Yugoslav's Igor Herzog and Rok 
Kovak and Peter Cizmek and 
Janez Skok reported all free 
ascents in 10 and 7 hours, with 
difficulty up to VII- . In practice 
this is not far from the style of the 
original ascents as only about 40 
pitons were used and most were 
for protection, though 
subsequently many more were 
added. 

Marmalada 

Francek Knez and Ladislav 
Odstrcil (Czech) did a new route 
on August 1st 1983 left of the 
Martini Route (1974) . They 
climbed 400m of virgin rock (IV
V) to join the Polish variation to 
the Martini Route (March 5-8 
1976). After a further 200m they 
went direct where the Martini 
Route variant escapes left. 
The route is reported as Grade V, 
but Knez is known to chronically 
undergrade, and the Via Moira is 
reputed to be of high quality. 
There is also much winter action 
in the Dolomites, upon which 
Mountain will report further. 

FRANKENJURA 

Climax of the 1983 season in 
Germany was undoubtedly the 
addition of three routes in the 
area which lay claim to the title of 
'Europe's current hardest'; Jerry 
Moffatt's Eke/ and Gesicht and 
Wolfgang Gullich's reply Mr. 
Magnesia all received the X
grade. 
The Frankenjura, which may be 
divided into the Southern 
(Altmuhl Valley and Danube 
Valley near Kelheim) and the 
Northern Areas ('Franconia's 
Switzerland', to the north of 
Erlangen and Nurnberg) is still 
top of the table as far as German 
free climbing is concerned and 
this year produced the hardest 
new routes in the country. Sepp 
Gschwendtner, the 'Grand Old 
Man of German Free Climbing' 
bagged the first 'redpoint' of 
Maud-Integral (IX+), a 'Flipper' 
Fietz boulder problem toproped 
in 1981 by John Bachar and rated 
5.13a, while Gullich was active in 
Gschwendtner's own territory, 
the Altmuhl Valley, where he 
produced Mr. Magnesia (X), 
spurred on by Moffatt who had 
previously contributed Eke/ and 
Gesicht at the same standard. 
Mr. Magnesia provided Gullich 
with the only 35m pitch in the 
valley and following this success 
he went on to free the 3-pitch 
80m Silberner Weg on the 
Kastlwand(IX+ VI+ Vlll+/IX-). On 
the same crag Gschwendtner 
created Luftschloss (IX+), and on 
the Barenkopf Mr. Olympia 
(Vlll+/IX-) and the demanding 
Nummer Eins (IX) . Munich lad 
Michael Kies added Cool Eye (IX) 
to the Schellneckkopf and joined 
forces with Jakob Kiisbauer on 
the thin crack of Aus Dem Nichts 
Zum Gipfel a IX+ route in the 
Krottensee area. 
Back in the Altmuhl Valley, near 
the village of Prunn, Hans 
Brunner climber Conan (IX-) and 
Gschwendtner added the short 
but desperate Traumschiff. 
Gschwendtner's last creation was 
on the Deutsch-Osterreicher
Turm, Kondensationsstreifen (IX-). 
Moffat led the first free ascent of 

Stefan G/owacz leading 'Nr. 1' (IX), on Barenkopf in the southern 
Frankenjura. Photo : Bernhard Smid. 

Weg Der Jugend (IX/IX-), a very 
fine route with a very hard roof 
on the Schellneckwand in the 
Altmuhl Valley, and also repeated 
Schwarze Wand (IX) in its free 
state, hard laybacking and a 
boulder problem wall providing 
the fare. His hardest new routes 
were the huge roof in the 
Trubachtal in the Northern 
Frankenjura, Eke/ (X-), and 
Gesicht on the Schellneckwand 
which took him five days to 
complete. 
Kim Carrigan, also on a 
protracted visit to the area, 
plugged the gap between 
Schleimspur and Sautanz on the 
Go~weinstein Walls: No Chance 
With Ga/oschkis (IX-) and Moffatt 
climbed Humbug, the first 'on 
sight' ascent of a route climbed 
over a period of several days by 
Bachar and friends during the 
1981 Sport Scheck Meet. The 
obvious roof on the crag above 
the village of Pottenstein fell 
eventually to Gullich: Low Rider 
(IX). 

These new routes are generally 
well protected, bolts in place. 

Kaisergebirge 
Good-quality limestone and easy 
access (Munich is only 100 to 120 
kilometres away) account for the 
popularity of this area. 
In 1982 the major activists were 
without doubt Josef 'Sani' Heinl 
and Albert Gilgenrainer; Heinl 
the instigator and Gilgenrainer 
the brilliant climber - activity 
centred, as in previous years, on 
the East Face of the Fleischbank 
where the pair kicked off with 
Kleine Harmonie VII+, (5c), in 
August. · 
The central section of the face 
provided the same team with an 
Erotic Adventure, VIII A 1 (6a/ 
b,A 1) the following week. Heinl 
then teamed up with Michael 
Kiess for Pantherschreck, a VII + 
(6b) on the Mauckspitze before 
returning with Gilgenrainer to 
add the short Facelifter, VIII- (6a), 
with one aid point, to the East 
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Face. Heindl's routes involve 
excellent climbing but tend to be 
a little overgraded. 
Frustlos, VIII- (E4,6a), first freed 
by Michael Hofmann in the 
summer of 1981, has now had six 
ascents in its new form and rates 
among the best of the hard Kaiser 
routes. 
The main protagonists of 1983 
were Wolfgang Muller and Luggi 
Rieser, a.k.a. Prem Darshano, 
who were responsible for the 
majority of the year's hard 
additions. In June they opened 
up New Dimensions of the Heart, 
VII+ (5c) and conducted the hard 
Symphony in Red, VIII- (6a) on 
the Fleischbankpfeiler. 
Michael Hofman led the wall to 
the right of the Duffer Route a 
month later to produce Potzblitz, 
VIII- (6a) which takes an 
interesting line up the East Face 
of the Fleischbank and is 
undergraded. On the same bit of 
rock Muller and Darshano 
created Mythomania, VIII (6a/b), a 
splendid line on good rock and 
their hardest contribution to date. 
Protection is difficult to arrange. 

Wettersteingebirge 

Garmisch-Partenkirchen's 
Oberrein Valley rates along with 
the South Face of the 
Schusselkarspitze as the top 
climbing area in the Wetterstein 
Group. After a lull of several 
years, during which little of 
importance was added, May 1982 
saw a new route boom which has 
continued to date. 
One of the first of the new crop 
was Donnerwetter, VI (E1,5a) on 
the West Wall of the Lower 
Berggeist Tower, put up by 
Bernhard Schmid and Stefan 
Glowacz, but the major 
development centred on the 
Oberreintal Tower, where Albert 
Gilgenrainer and Stefan Beu Ike's 
HeiBe Nummerfell (so did they) 
at VIII-, the first route of its grade 
in the valley. The second, and 
first fall-free, ascent of this 
serious undertaking went to local 
experts Schmid and Glowacz 
after various unsuccessful 
attempts. Five days later the pair 
returned to bag (the impossible
looking) A Midsummer Night's 
Dream, VIINII+ (E3,5c) on the wall 
to the left, with some of the best 
wall pitches in the area. The first 
free ascent of the Henke/Parzefa/1, 
to the right of HeiBe Nummerwas 
done in 1981 by Glowacz at VII 
(E2 5b/c) and is a popular, well 
protected classic which, with the 
Ideal Finish, VINI+ (E1 5a/b) is 
one of the best routes here. 
On the right-hand section of the 
Oberreintaldom Schmid and 
Schorsch Reindl created the long
overdue Octopus, VII- (E2 5b). 
Christoph Krah and Toni Hartl 
climbed Dornroschen (The 
Sleeping Beauty), VII (E2 5b/c) on 
the central wall. 
Josef 'Sani' Heinl (first 
ascentionist of Bavarian Dream 
and with ascents of Zodiac, 
Aquarian Wall, Mescalito and 
Salathe Wal/to his name) was 
again active on the South Face of 
the Schusselkarspitze: his 
Kriminal Tango, VIII- A 1 (6a), with 
eight new pitches has, however, 
not yet been climbed in one. Top 
route on the South Face Locker 
Vom Hocker, VIII (E5 6b), climbed 
in 1981 by Wolfgang Gullich and 
Kurt Albert, has now had about 
eight repeats. 
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BRITISH ISLES : 

Cuthbertson Climbs Guerdon Grooves 
in Winter. 

BMC/Yugoslavia Winter 
Climbing Meet Feb/March 1984. 

The Yugoslav lads arrived in 
Sheffield on the Saturday 
evening to find their hosts well 
oiled. Pub action followed by a 
soiree set the pace. The Eastern 
Europeans also brought in to play 
stage one of their sabotage plan 
in the form of a highly toxic clear 
liquid. Fortunately this was the 
climax of the debauchery! 
Sunday and we set off for a much 
needed sabbatical at Glenmore 
Lodge. There we met our guides, 
the brothers Todd, and got to 
know one another better over a 
few bevvies. 
The promise of real food, meat in 
particular, was not unfounded 
and the next morning saw a 
bloated team heading towards 
Hells Lum. Our glorious leader, 
Mark Hutchinson flashed his 
'Denis' card at the chair lift 
attendant and we were whisked 
to the top of Cairngorm. 
By the time our Scottish guides 
had found their bearings and 
arrived most of the Yugoslavs 
were at least a pitch up! 
However, the mist lifted and a 
rather uncharacteristic day was 
spent in the sun and enjoyed by 
all. The Chancer, Hells Lum 
Chimney, Salamander, Devis 
Delight and Kiwi Slabs were all 
ascended in quite good 
conditions. 
We stayed at the Lodge for six 
days and visited Creag 
Meaghaidh; climbing the 
Pumpkin, The Wand and North 
Post Direct, North and South 
Pipe. Thankfully the Yugoslavs 
understood the concept of 'The 
Rest Day' much to the pleasure of 
the British contingent. 
The guests by now felt more than 
capable of going it alone. The 
team split up visiting the 
Northern, Hells Lum and Stag 
Rocks. Just about all of the routes 
at Coire Lochan and Coire An 
Sneachda were climbed 
including a new one up the 
grooves to the left of Savage Slit. 
Stag Rock was very bare and the 
only ascent was via 
Amphitheatre Gully. 
Unfortunately the weather 
deteriorated and our visit to 
Lochnagar had to be cancelled. 
On the Friday we packed up and 
headed west hoping to find better 
conditions. 
The Ben was in reasonable 
condition, especially the ice 
routes. This suited the Yugoslavs 
as they showed little interest in 
mixed climbing. Conditions 
worsened again, and by Monday 
the gullies were more 
reminiscent of waterfalls. Even so 
an impressive list of routes were 
climbed in our two day stint. 
Point Five, Zero, The Curtain, 
Green Gully, Vanishing Gully, 
Route 2 Directfinishing up Route 
1, Tower Ridge, Orion Face and 
Rubicon Wall. 

Many hours of discussion 
followed at the Onich Hut and 
eventually the team, minus Ewen 
who refused to go South of the 
Border, adjourned the meet to 
Anglesey in search of suri, sea 
and scenery. 
The team comprised: Biscak 
Bogdan, Zarko Trusnovec, Janko 
Hu mar, Rok Kovac, Marjan 
Kregar, Igor Skamperle, Ewen 
Todd, Sean Smith, Mark Miller, 
Calum Fraser, Willie Todd, Chris 
Dale, Colin Jamieson, Mark 
Hutchinson and Ian Dunn. 
Many thanks to the B.M.C., 
especially Mark and Squawk. 
Mark Miller 

Ben Nevis 

On Moonlight Buttress, Right 
Hand Chimney provided Arthur 
Paul and party with an interesting 
grade Ill. The true finish to 
Waterfall Gully was climbed by 
Dave Cuthbertson and Calum 
Fraser at V. On this ascent the 
steep initial ice pitches of 
Waterfall Left Hand were climbed 
thus giving a good direct 
combination. 
Also worthy of note in this area is 
the very fine combination of 
Route 2 Direct with Route 1. 
Being of the mixed variety, the 
climb is in condition more often 
than Route 2. 
Mal Duff and John Tinker 
climbed a direct groove line up 
the left edge of Point Five. 
Conditions were lean, and where 
exactly this line goes in relation 
to that followed by John 
Wilkinson some years ago is 
uncertain. 

Glencoe 

In the middle of January during 
the big storm Dave Cuthbertson 
and Arthur Paul came within 30' 
of success on Guerdon Grooves. 
Bad weather and diminishing 
light forced a hasty retreat. By 
mid-week some roads South 
were re-opened and a successful 
return trip was made on the 
following week-end. The final 
pitch constitutes the crux of the 
climb and wasn't iced. The 
summer line was followed into 
Ravens which was then taken to 
finish. On account of the route's 
serious nature we felt a grade· of 
VI should be given. 
Dave Sanderson and Tam Mcauly 
climbed North Buttress which 
gave an interesting mixed climb. 
Also in this area Arthur Paul and 
Sanderson climbed Kinloss 
Corner which although short 
provides good technical 
climbing . 
On the East Face of Gearr Aonach 
Arthur Paul and Dave 
Cuthbertson climbed a line based 
on the summer route 
Snowstormer at grade V. The 
same team also climbed the 
obvious line between Marne 
Ruth and Wake finishing directly 
up the icicle fringe, WN. Robin 

Clothier and Doug climbed the 
obvious line of Whimsy which 
gave a highly enjoyable route at 
Ill/IV. 

Cairngorms: Coire An Lochan 

Andy Nisbet has been busy here 
climbing four.new routes. With 
Ewen Clark he added Oversteer 
(IV) which ascends the left arete 
of the left hand branch of Y Gully. 
Sidewinder(III) climbs a line 
between Savage Slit and Western 
Route. 
On the following week-end Andy 
in the company of Sandy Allen 
added a direct start at IV. The 
same team climbed a hard route 
by making the first winter ascent 
of Grumbling Grooves (V). The 
route was done in thin ice 
conditions but apparently could 
well form better in a more 
generous season. 

Coire Sputan Deiarg 

With Graeme Livingstone, Andy 
Nisbet climbed Lucifer Route (V) 
and they were forced into using 
an aid point. Nisbet and Sandy 
Allen returned to climb Grey 
Slab; an aid/rest point was also 
needed on this hard route (V). 

Creag an Dubh Loch 

After several previous attempts 
Andy Nisbet and Sandy Allen 
finally succeeded in making the 
first winter ascent of Black 
Mamba. The climb presented 
considerable route finding 
problems and was very sustained 
throughout although the upper 
tier provided the hardest section 
with the quartz corner proving 
particularly problematic and 
employing a point of aid VNI. 

Beinn a Bhuird: Garbh Choire 

Nisbet and Adrian Clifford 
climbed the two obvious lines 
which lie between East Wall 
Route and Mitre Bridge. The first 
line right of East Wall gave the 
Actress IVN while the other was 
considerably harder atV - this 
required a point of aid. 

Breariach: Garbh Choire Mor 

Tiara fell to Nisbet and Ewan 
Clark. Although fairly short (85ml 
8 hours of climbing was needed 
to succeed on this fine hard 
route. 

Lochnagar 

Arthur Paul and party climbed the 
Central Branch of Douglas 
Gibson thus completing a fine 
trilogy to this classic gully. 
Psych fell to Arthur Paul and 
Dougie Dinwoodie presenting 
considerable technical climbing 
on ground which is HVS in 
summer. Nymph was obviously 
next to fall and was led by Colin 
McLean in the company of Nisbet 
and Adrian Clark. The climbing is 



Top Right: Dave Cuthbertson on Waterfall Climb Left Hand Ben 
Nevis. Photo: Ca/um Fraser. 
Bottom Right: Rudi Kane on Stormy Petrel, Psychedelic Wall area, 
Ben Nevis. Photo: Cuthbertson. 

said to be of a high technical 
order but with excellent 
protection. Both these routes are 
grade V - in the upper limit! 
In the Applecross area of the 
North West, Nisbet and Sandy 
Allen climbed the summer lines 
of Jupiter and Sinister at grade Ill. 
Steve Kennedy and Nisbet paid a 
visit to the first Coire an Liathac 
and climbed the obvious line to 
the right of Footless Gully
Headless Gully IV. The prominent 
ice fall which can be seen from 
the road on Ben a Mhuinidh by 
Loch Maree had an ascent by Phil 
Thornhill and Nisbet at V. As 
much time was spent looking for 
belays as climbing. 
Dave Cuthbertson 

Further news reaches us of the 
activities of Mick Fowler and 
friends in the North West 
Highlands (evidently Fowler has 
been travelling from London to 
Scotland on most week-ends 
over the winter, a prodigous feat 
of endurance in itself). 
On Beinn Bhan (Applecross) four 
routes of note have been put up 
on Co ire Toll A 'Bhein (Corrie of 
the hole in the skin). This is the 
fifth corrie of Beinn Bhain beyond 
Coire Nan Ffhamhair. The 
following are the first routes, 
winter or summer. Breach of the 
Peace (500' Ill), takes the obvious 
right hand gully in the lower left 
hand crag - Phil Thornhill (solo). 
Threatening Behaviour (850' IVN) 
is on the central (largest) buttress 
and takes the obvious leftwards 
slanting gully. Thornhill and 
Simon Fenwick (Alt). Indecent 
Exposure (950' IV) starts just right 
of the last route and climbs direct 
into an obvious gully leading to a 
pinnacle high on the face which is 
passed on the right. Fenwic~ and 
Nigel Bankhead. Also on Beinn 
Bhain on Coire Nan Ffhamhatr 
Mick Fowler and Phil Butler 
climbed the superb and 
extremely steep fault in the right 
hand portion of the crag 50 yards 
right of Gully of the Gods. Great 
Overhanging Gully (600' VNI). 
In Torridon on the North East 
Coire of Spidean (Liatach) Fowler 
and Butler (Alt) climbed the 
obvious ice fall which forms 50 
yards left of Poachers Fa/Ito give 
Umbrella Fall (700' IV). 
On the South East cliff of Fuar 
Tho/I (Achnashellach) Tho/I Gate 
(600' VNI) takes the obvious fine 
line of ice streaks between Fuar 
Folly and the Fuar. Hard and 
good. (Butler and Fowler Alt.) . 
At Kinlochewe, Andy Nisbet and 
Phil Thornhill climbed Beinn 
A'Mhuinidh Falls (450' V) on the 
right hand side in five pitches. 

NORTH WALES 

Craig Pen Trwyn has seen few 
new routes during the winter, 
Martin Crook and Andy Newton 
climbed the pillar just right of the 
descent gully to give Flying 
Lizard (E2,5b), and Dave Towse 
with Martin Roberts put up 
Greenham Girls (E2,5b), on the 
wall above the direct start to 
Cruise Missile. Further up the 
road, Crook and Newton with 
Steve Haston squeezed in the 
aptly named Space Hunter 
(E3,5c), just left of Silent Voices 
on Observatory Buttress. 
In Snowdonia, J. Adams and Ian 
Carr climbed the obvious direct 
finish to Gobeithio (HVS,5a) in 
the Crafnant Valley, and round at 
Ogwen, on Drws Nodded, 
Zdzislaw Leppert and Jim 
Yearsley climbed the very good 
looking Ghostrider (E3,6a). Drws 
Nodded, for the uninitiated, is the 
crag which sports Chris Shorter's 
still unrepeated roof problem of a 
few seasons back, Cobalt Dream. 
In the Pass, Pete Gomersall and 
Bonny Masson discovered 
Cunning Stunts (E3,6a) 
immediately left of SS Special on 
the Grochan, and China Girl 
(E2,5b), left of Cano/ on Craig 
Ddu. 
On the West Buttress of Cloggy, 
Colin Foord and Martin Wragg 
have put up two 500ft plus 
routes; Going Straight 
(E2,5b,5b,5a,5a,5a) climbs the 
groove right of Syth to the foot of 
Great Slab, then climbs this direct 
parallel to and 25ft left of Moss 
Groove. Hidden Treasure 
(E2,5b,4c,4c,5a,4c) forces a new 
entry to the West Buttress via the 
tiered overhangs 25ft right of 
Great Slab entry, and continues 
up slabs and grooves to join 
Mynedd briefly before heading 
on up the buttress to easy ground 
common to Central Rib. 
On Craig y Llyn Smiler 
Cuthbertson has climbed the fine 
crack in the detached buttress left 
of the descent g u I ly - Beyond the 
Cosmos (E3,5c). 
Little seems to have been done 
on the Winter Climbing side due 
to poor conditions, but at Cwm 
Silyn, Crook, Towse and John 
Redhead climbed the lefthand 
fork of Bedrock Gully (V), and 
further left, Window on the West 
(V). 
On Glyder Fawr, Terry Storry and 
party climbed the summer line of 
Twisting Gully (111) . 

Much of this information is now 
ancient history, and is included 
for completeness. A full round-up 
of British news will appear in 
Mountain 98. 
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CLIMBING ON MOUNT COOK 
Part Two 
by Hugh Logan 

Part One of these two articles described 
climbing developments in New Zealand's 
central alps up to the 1960's. Part Two 
covers the period of the late 1960's to the 
present. 

"We really got screwed up on the other 
side of Tasman, getting down into the 
Balfour , and we didn't start climbing until 
7.30 a.m. 

'This is your bit Foxy,' I said , pointing at 
the rock. 

'No , don't bother taking you crampons 
off, it' ll be covered with verglas .' 

Foxy looked at me with horror etched on 
his face. 

'You don' t call THIS rockclimbing,' he 
muttered. Foxy's idea of rockclimbing is to 
flit between eucalypts in ballet shoes , 
wearing a T-shirt and shorts . I have never 
really known too much different . It 's most
ly all pain anyway. " 

The Balfour Face of Tasman: Second 
Ascent 
Peter Gough NZAJ Vol. 24 

The Balfour Face of Mt. Tasman is the 
epitome of recent developments in climb
ing in New Zealand: steep rock often iced , 
vertical ice bulges, remote routes exposed 
to the weather. Some of these elements are 
always inherent on climbs in the Mt. Cook 
district. Since 1970 however there has been 
a quantum leap in the technical difficulty of 
new routes and in the number of climbers . 
In many ways New Zealand climbing has 
witnessed a revolution in the last fifteen 
years comparable with the advances in 
British rockclimbing in the 1950's and 
United States climbing in the late 1960's 
and early 1970's, so that now the Mt. Cook 
district presents challenges equal to any in 
the world. 

Out of the Sixties 
In New Zealand in the 1960s the 

momentum which had lead up to the ascent 
of the East Face of Mt. Cook in 1961 (See 
Mountain 96) was not sustained into the 
middle of the decade. In some circles a 
conservative ethic tended to dominate and 
fostered ideas of a graduated appren
ticeship to climbing and institutionalised 
mountain safety. Towards the end of the 
decade, however, a group of young clim
bers emerged to challenge established 
climbing traditions. 

A major influence on New Zealand 
climbing in the late 1960s was Murray 
Jones. A loner, Jones worked away steadi
ly at long hard rock routes in the Darrans 
Mountains, and then took his experience 
to the big north faces in Europe. At Mt. 
Cook, Jones and East Face veteran Pete 
Farrell separately stimulated a group of 
itinerant climber/guides onto new routes 
such as the West Face of Mt. Haidinger, 
the South Face of Mt. Douglas, and the 
Abel Janzen Face of Mt. Tasman. The 
potential that lay in the unclimbed faces of 
the region was revealed, and these ascents 
between 1967 and 1968 began to breach a 
psychological barrier that had built up. 
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High on the Sheila Face of Mount Cook in heavily iced conditions. Photo: Hugh Logan. 

The Early Seventies 
The breakthrough in the psychological 

barrier was demonstrated in spectacular 
fashion in 1970. A summer of stable fine 
weather saw a whole crop of new routes 
climbed at Mt. Cook. The summer started 
with Peter Gough and John Glasgow 
climbing the Caroline Face of Mt. Cook. 
2000m long, this ice-cliff infested route was 
the last unclimbed face on the mountain. It 
had seen numerous attempts over the 
previous ten years. It had also seen four 

deaths. Although technically not difficult, 
the route was long and physically deman
ding. It was also a great headline grabber. 
"A victory for the hippies" blared the 
media. Gough and Glasgow descended to 
the Hermitage to face a massive barrage of 
reporters, and a sumptuous meal on news 
media expense accounts. The publicity 
gave a great boost to climbing. 

Within two months of the Caroline 
ascent, climbs were made on the East Face 
of Mt. Cook, the East Face of Mt. Sefton 
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Above: The 2000m Caroline Face of Mount Cook. Photo: Mt. Cook Nat. Park. 
Below: On the Zurbriggens Ridge. Photo: Phil Castle. 
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SHEILA GLACIER 
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The South Face of Mount Hicks. Left to Right: 1-Heaven's Door (1983) , 2-Curver (1979), 3-Gunbarre/s (1975), 4- Yankee Kiwi 
Couloir (1979) , 5 & 6-0riginal Route/Desolation Row (1971 /1981), 7-Central Gullies and variations (1972) , 8-Right Buttress (1972), 
9-Right lcefields (1972). Photo: John Stanton. 

Direct, and the Whymper Face and Monta
gue Spur of Elie de Beaumont. Mean
while, up the Hooker Valley, attention 
focused on the next "last great problem", 
the South Face of Mt. Hicks. 

Mt. Hicks is situated close under Mt. 
Cook, dwarfed by the mass of Mount 
Cook. It is, however, the most demanding 
peak in the area. Hick's remote northern 
rock face drops 800m into the La Perouse 
Glacier. Its southern face, with its fierce
some ice gullies, two prominent ribs and 
capping icecliff, presents a sunless facade 
to every tourist who visits the Mt. Cook 
village. In December 1970 Murray Jones 
and Graeme Dingle, fresh from a season in 
Europe, ventured onto the Left Buttress 
and nine hours later reached the summit 
with an excellent new route to their credit. 
The intricate linking traverses , delicate 
mixed climbing, superb position , and com
paratively sound rock has made the Left 
Buttress on Hicks one of the modern 
classics of the Mt. Cook district. 

The summer of 1970/71 had revealed the 
potential for new routes in the Mt. Cook 
district. At the same time the climbing 
scene had enlarged to the extent that 
serious competition now existed for the 
next 'last great problem'. Competition and 
unclimbed routes are a recipe for action. 
There were two other ingredients which 
were added to ensure that the action was 
fast and furious. 

First came the introduction of curved 
pick ice climbing tools . Now it was possible 
to climb steep ice up to the vertical with 
speed and safety previously impossible . 
Consequently more and more climbers 
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ventured onto the older classic ice climbs 
like the East Face of Cook and the South 
Face of Douglas. 

A second factor to alter the Mt. Cook 
climbing scene was Bill Denz. If people 
were tending to do bigger and better 
climbing, Bill aimed for the biggest and 
best. He quickly decided that only first 
ascents were worth doing. His direct style 
and seemingly arrogant attitude rocked the 
climbing establishment. Nevertheless, 
Denz's single-minded determination and 
unwillingness to accept convention put him 
ten years ahead of his time. 

Denz immediately showed what the 
curved pick revolution meant. Teaming up 
with Bryan Pooley, he took on the Balfour 
Face of Mt. Tasman. The Balfour Face is a 
short route of only 600m. Nevertheless it 
involves climbing over a 3000m peak just 
to reach the bottom. The face rises up 
steep gullies into a series of ice bulges and 
then merges into steep ice slopes to the 
summit. It is an ice-climber's test piece. 
Denz and Pooley made their first attempt 
with Kevin Carrol in October 1971. As 
Pooley described, 

"The climbing is consistent, the iced
up rock giving interesting but not 
exceedingly difficult climbing: slam 
in the axe - pull up - in with the 
hammer - jam the crampon points in 
a crack - bridge out. Continual 
movement requiring constant con
centration and a knowledge of tech
niques. Only the occasional hard 
move interrupts the routine along 
with Denz dropping the odd piece of 
non-essential equipment: Krabs , 

slings , pegs, the odd crampon , and 
finally , running low on gear - him
self! A 60 foot peel. Luckily held! 
But the mistake is reasonable as 
most people have trouble front 
pointing without crampons." 

In December 1971 Pooley and Denz 
returned and this time there were no 
mistakes. Apart from a delicate traverse on 
vertical ice the climb was executed with 
little fuss. 

After the Balfour Denz continued to 
make a major contribution to Mt. Cook 
climbing right through the 1970s and into 
the 1980s until his death on the West Pillar 
of Makalu in 1983. In November 1972 he 
soloed the South Face of Mt. Cook. His 
route, a new line, involved 150m of a 60° 
ice gully at the bottom and then a weaving 
climb of 800m up ice-cliff threatened 
slopes. His gear? - two ice axes, two 
ice-screws and a jam jar of water. Hard on 
the heels of this climb was a new route on 
the Caroline Face, again solo, and with the 
last 700m in a storm. According to Denz 
the descent into the teeth of a hurricane 
nor-west wind brought him to despair, and 
then taught him what his body could 
withstand. One month later he was in 
action again, with Peter Gough and Etien
ne Kummer. Together they succeeded on 
the long sought-after Central Gullies on 
the South Face of Hicks. This route was 
repeated twice in the 1972/73 season, by 
Brian Pooley and John Stanton, and by 
George Harris, Chris Timms, Jim Jolly and 
Sandy Sandblom and served to show how 
active the Mt. Cook climbing seen had 
become . 



Right: Russel/ Braddock on Central 
Gullies, South Face of Mount Hicks. 
Photo: Phil Castle. 

The Winter Emphasis 
By early 1973 the competition for the 

obvious new face routes began to trickle 
away . There was another attraction, 
however: climbing the routes in winter. 
Until 1970 winter ascents in the Mt. Cook 
district were few and far between. The 
winter months at Mt. Cook are characte
rised by comparatively stable weather, by 
New Zealand standards anyway. Tempera
tures are low and the snow conditions 
notoriously fickle. Severe avalanche dan
ger developing quickly. Aggression and 
blindness to dangerous snow conditions are 
useful attributes for winter climbing. There 
were quite a few people with these sort of 
attributes around in the early Seventies. In 
August 1971 Mt. Tasman was climbed. The 
same winter Denz and Timms climbed the 
South Face of Douglas. In 1972 Bryan 
Sissons and Noel Sissons climbed the East 
Face of Sefton, and soon after Noel Sissons 
and Graeme Dingle completed the South 
Ridge of Cook. The following winter saw 
two further hard routes climbed: The East 
Face of Cook by Brian Pooley, Colin 
Dodge, Robert Rainsbury and John Vis
ser, and the Sheila Face of Mt. Cook by 
Denz and Gough. The latter climb was a 
major achievement, for it was the first 
alpine rock route in New Zealand to be 
done in winter. The climb was not without 
its penalties, as Peter Gough described -

"Bivouacs high on a mountain, espe
cially in winter, are an unforgettable 
experience. We lay in our sleeping 
bags talking about food (hot), sex 
(warm) and beer (cool) .. . 
The morning was a disorganised 
disaster. I went back down to re
trieve an ice screw that I had knock
ed off the ledge during the night. At 
last, we started moving. After a few 
pitches , I felt that I was losing touch 
with the situation a little . I pulled my 
mitts off and horror, every finger tip 
was white and blistered with the fluid 
making the tips feel like soggy mar
shmallow. This was pretty alarming, 
as our first aid kit rivalled our 
knowledge . We had a few aspirins -
If you felt sick you ate half a dozen , 
and if you cut yourself you crushed 
the aspirins up, and sprinkled them 
on the wound. We had a quick 
conference on what was the best 
thing to do. The fastest way out was 
over the top of Cook and so the 
pattern was set." 

The end of the 1973 winter was a minor 
turning point. Until then there had been a 
number of climbers competing for first 
ascents of face routes. For the next two 
years, until 1976, the New Zealand alpine 
scene was dominated by Denz and two 
young Dunedin climbers, Phil Herron and 
Murray Judge. Denz's drive and flare, 
coupled with Judge's technical ability and 
Herron's enthusiasm forged a formidable 
team. Much of their attention focussed on 
the dark grey walls of the southern Darren 
Mountains . At Mt. Cook, however , the 

trio were lured onto Mt. Hicks . In the 1974 
winter they snatched the beautiful Central 
Buttress on the North Face of Hicks. This 
route is one of New Zealand's great classic 
climbs, following a groove in the buttress 
for 800m of excellent rock . It is probably 
matched in quality only by the companion 
Right Buttress climbed by John Fantini , 
Noel Sissons and Merv English in the 
summer of 1975. The Denz, Judge, Herron 
combination returned to Hicks in the 
winter of 1975 . This time they bagged the 
fierce Gunbarrel/s ice route, a climb not 
yet repeated and for its time the hardest ice 
route in New Zealand. 

In June of 1975 Denz and Herron pulled 
off their greatest coup; a winter ascent of 
the Balfour Face of Tasman. Even nine 
years later this climb still stands as the most 

daring winter ascent achieved to date on 
account of its isolation, low temperatures, 
and demanding descent. The pair aimed to 
do the climb in a weekend but soon 
realised that they had taken on an ambi
tious project. After traversing over Mt. 
Silberhorn they were forced to bivouac on 
the face. Their ascent followed the original 
gully line and then broke left up waves of 
vertical and near vertical snow ice. Before 
completing the climb the next day they had 
broken the picks on both their axes. The 
descent involved another bivouac in -20°C 
temperatures and a slog in heavy snow 
back over Mt. Silberhorn. Five months 
after the Balfour climb Phil Herron died in 
a crevasse fall under Cerro Torre. New 
Zealand's best climbing combination of the 
Seventies was ended. 
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The Late Seventies 

. . 

The later seventies witnessed a different 
level of activity from the frenetic pace 
earlier in the decade. There was as much 
climbing as before , but climbers were 
content to repeat established routes . Denz 
and others had advanced the standards of 
climbing to a stage where new techniques , 
new skills and above all, new people , were 
needed. In the five years between 1975 and 
1980 climbs such as the Caroline Face of 
Cook had had twenty ascents , and the 
Balfour Face of Tasman six. New routes 
were done , notably the Abel Jansen face of 
Tasman by Merv English and Murray 
Jones. Murray Judge and Dick Price 
climbed the North Ridge of Cook m 
winter. Soloing of routes, always a rather 
rare occasion at Mt. Cook because of 
difficult crevasse strewn approaches be
came slightly more prevalent with ascents 
of the Caroline Face, East Face of Cook 
and Brian Fish 's ascent of Mt. Hick 's 
North Face Central Buttress. Neverthe
less, it is true to say that these five years 
did not witness the same standard of new 
routes climbed as in the early seventies . 

But by 1979 there were signs that the late 
Seventies lull had come to an end . Fresh 
from a rock climbing tour in Australia , 
American climber Tobin Sorrenson 
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teamed up with a group of young Chris_t
church climbers and spent a week m 
August 1979 at the head of the Hooker 
Glacier. Tobin and Nick Cradock pro
duced two of the finest hard ice routes in 
the Mt. Cook district, both on the South 
Face of Hicks . They chose not just the 
faces themselves, or the obvious features . 
They chose the good lines. Like Den_z 
earlier in the decade , they showed that 1t 
was not climbing the feature or the moun
tain that gave true satisfaction , but the 
quality of climbing instead. 

Sorrenson and Cradock 's routes, The 
Curver and the Yankee-Kiwi Couloir, 
were both climbed in a phenomenal time of 
eight hours each. Once again, no detailed 
account of either climb has been left and 
like Herron and Denz, Sorrenson did not 
live to write one. The harder of the two 
routes, the Yankee-Kiwi Couloir, involves 
a 5.10 crack climbed in crampons and then 
a succession of steep gully runnels. lt 
remains arguably one of the most tech
nically difficult ice climbs at Mt. Cook. 
Recent Climbs 

The early Eighties have seen a con
solidation of the advances of the seventies 
and a proliferation of difficult ice gully 
lines. Sorrenson and Cradock 's efforts of 
1979 were followed by three summers of 

Left: The Balfour Face of Mount Tasman . 
Photo: John Nankervis . 
Opposite Page: Typical Mount Cook 
conditions - unroped, mixed ground on the 
Hicks-Dampier Ridge. Photo: Phil Castle . 

active climbing. In 1980/81 there were six 
repeat ascents of major routes such as the 
Yankee-Kiwi Couloir, a new variation on 
the Left Buttress of the South Face of 
Hicks, the first of a series of gully climbs on 
the left side of the South Face of Mt. Cook 
(named White Dream) and a new line on 
the right side of the same face. This last 
route took a breathtaking line up a buttress 
between awesome icecliffs . Called the 
Gates of Steel, it was done by the ubi
quitous Denz and Nigel Perry. It was , 
unfortunately , one of Denz's last great 
routes at Mt. Cook. 

In 1981/82 new lines were established on 
Mt . Tasman 's Hidden Face and Abel 
Jansen Face while routes like the Sheila 
Face of Mt. Cook and the Left Buttress on 
Hick's South Face were soloed. The same 
season saw a new motivating force appear 
on the scene. Kim Logan soloed a gully 
line right of Earle's Route on Mt. Cook 
(without gloves - he had left them in the 
hut). Kim quickly showed that he took to 
steep ice like a duck to water , or more 
appropriately considering his physique , 
like a bull to a china shop. In 1982/83 Kim 
and Russell Braddock climbed a new line 
on the Balfour Face of Tasman. It was 
named Rattus Balfourous by a party which 
had attempted it in 1979. Like true rats 
they had abandoned shop when Nick Cra
dock took a fifty foot fall injuring his 
ankle. After Rattus Balfourous Braddock 
and Logan moved around to the Hooker 
Valley and put up Heaven 's Door, a 600m 
route on the left side of the South Face of 
Hicks. In Kim's words "What more can I 
say - it's fearful climbing. Left hand gully 
grade 6+ , 13 hours of climbing .. .. six 
metres of A2 .... Hardest moves on 15 
metre run out from a pendulum." 

While maybe not the hardest route on 
Hie.ks, Heaven ' s Door has all the 
trademarks of the current hardest of New 
Zealand's hardmen - steep ice, long run
outs, and relatively poor protection. 

For the virtuoso iceclimber attention has 
shifted in recent years from the Mt. Cook 
district to the Darren Mountains where in 
good winters ice pillars weep down hun
dreds of metres and present more accessi
ble challenges. For general Big Mountain 
experience, however , the Mt. Cook region 
remains unsurpassed . There are still plenty 
of new routes waiting to be done. In winter 
especially the potential is limitless . 

The Mt. Cook district has changed 
somewhat since Green and Mannering 
arrived in the 1880s and 1890s; a modern 
hotel complex has sprung up , ski planes 
regularly fly up the Tasman Gl_acie_r, the 
snowfields have shrunk. But lymg m the 
brown tussocks of the East Hooker Valley 
or sunbathing on the rocks beside the 
Beetham Stream looking at the bulk of Mt. 
Sefton or the slender spire of Mt. Tasman 
any climber will know that they are mixing 
it in one of the world's truly great moun
taineering areas. 





NO SPARE RIB 
The Advent of Hard Women Rock Climbers 
by Rosie Andrews 

"I have long believed that physical fit
ness is the key to woman's emancipation. 
All over th_e country women are loosening 
their girdles, and tightening their abdo
mens." 
- Olga Connolly, Olympic Gold Medallist, 
Discus, 1956 

While rock climbing has always been 
male-dominated, in the past ten years the 
involvement of women has increased dra
matically. The. achievements of the most 
dedicated and talented women climbers 
indicate that in rock climbing women have 
found a sport in which equal status is well 
within reach. An article published recently 
in a British climbing magazine stated that 
women in the U.K. are currently climbing 
at a standard set by men twenty years ago. 
Probably this statement is more a reflec
tion of ignorance of women's actual 
achievements than truth . Generally only 
those who choose to be vocal about their 
accomplishments gain recognition for 
them. Certainly it is far from true in the 
U.S. While men continue to push the limits 
of the sport, women are making great 
strides towards closing the gap. 

For men raised in a traditional western 
culture, learning to lead requires the ap
plication of skills closely related to his male 
heritage . While he may never have seen 
climbing hardware or have been aware that 
people climb rock faces, he has generally 
been encouraged to perform physically , 
problem-solve, take risks, compete , and 
learn to rely on himself. These aspects of 
male socialization provide a foundation 
which helps instill confidence as he enters 
into a new, risk-laden sport. Olwiously"not 
every western male has had an identical 
upbringing, but these are traits which are 
generally fostered arttl respected in the 
major institutions where socialization takes 
place. 

Women, on the other hand, have been 
groomed for a very different role . Girls are 
usually more sheltered and protected , with 
little emphasis on risk taking. Rather than 
being prepared for independence, we learn 
to expect to play a supporting role which 
hinges upon reliance on others. Physically 
active little girls often earn the label 
"tomboy", and are encouraged to partici
pate in more feminine activities. Thus , for 
many women , excelling in a sport like rock 
climbing means going against the grain of 
social experience, and learning to over
come obstacles created by growing up 
female. 

When I began to climb regularly , in 
1978, there were very few other women 
climbers in the north-eastern United 
States. As a result , I began to develop a 
reputation as a good "woman" climber, 
while leading at a standard long since 
surpassed by men , about 5.8 to 5.9. While 
the attention was somewhat flattering, 
there seemed to me to be a flaw inherent in 
my receiving recognition for something so 
unremarkable in terms of what was taking 
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Above: Joyce Bracht, (35) a professional ballerina and one of Colorado 's leading 
women climbers, trains on a diet of fruit , and by leading the Naked Edge twice a week! 
Right: Joyce in action on the crux pitch of Aerial Book (5.11) , Rincon Wall . Eldorado 
Canyon. Photos: Richard Rossiter. 





Right: Alison Osius leading Open Cockpit 
(5.11), and 
Opposite Page: Barbara Devine leading 
Poops Trap (5.11), Shawangunks . 
Photos: Neil Cannon and 
Harvey A. Arnold. 

place in the sport. The overall impression 
was that I was doing something remark
able, "for a woman" . News travelled of 
women climbing at a much higher standard 
in other parts of the country: Coral Bow
man was doing difficult 5 .11 leads in 
Colorado and elsewhere. Beverly Johnson 
soloed El Cap's Dihedral Wall, but they 
were mythical Western figures , unseen in 
the more provincial world of Eastern 
climbing. Barbara Devine was perhaps the 
best known woman who had done hard 
climbs in the East, but she had relocated in 
the Midwest. 

Six years later, the picture has changed 
considerably. Female climbing teams are 
no longer an unusual sight. While women 
remain well outnumbered by male clim
bers, those who are good have gained the 
respect of the climbing community on a 
more equal basis. At times there have been 
four or five women climbing at the Sha
wangunks, all of whom lead 5 .11 or better. 
In all major U.S. areas, women have 
established themselves solidly in the 5.11 
grade, and a few outstanding climbers have 
come far closer to the top of the scale. 
Visiting Australian climber Louise 
Shepherd's list of accomplishments in
cluded difficult routes in excellent style at 
many major areas when she toured the 
Western U.S. in 1982. Among her note
worthy ascents were Yosemite climbs Tales 
of Power (5.12b , 1 fall), Separate Reality 
(5.12b, no falls), and Crimson Cringe 
(5.12a, 1 fall). Californian Lynn Hill has 
helped to establish a different perception 
of women in climbing through her impact 
on the sport. While attending college in 
New Paltz , where the Shawangunks are 
located , .she has done many of the area 's 
hardest climbs, including Supercrack 
(5.13) and Vandals (5.12). The fact that 
Lynn has only climbed sporadically over 
the past two years makes these ascents 
even more impressive. 

The beauty of climbing lies in the variety 
of skills it requires , and the unique way in 
which each climb draws upon those skills . 
The top-level climber exhibits physical and 
psychological control through movement , 
problem-solving, and maintaining compo
sure under pressure . Because each climb is 
different, there is no single key to top 
performance. There is simply a grade, 
within which many climbs exist, each of 
which demands varying degrees of 
strength, technical skill, and commitment. 
This lack of constants plays a large role in 
keeping climbing interesting, since failure 
or success on one climb is no guarantee of 
similar results on the next. It is also a factor 
which favours women's participation , since 
specific features of body type can be as 
much an advantage as a disadvantage . For 
example, while women are often hampered 
by a lack of reach , we also tend to have 
smaller hands and fingers, a definite aid on 
thin cracks or small face holds. Thus a 
natural balancing exists which is lacking in 
many sports which emphasize traits such as 
large size, where men have the obvious 
advantage. 

An accurate portrayal of women's parti
cipation in rock climbing today has to 
consider the two major elements of the 
sport separately. Do women have the 
potential physical ability to climb the har
des_t route, and do women have the psycho
logical strength to actualize their physical 
potential? 

The p~ysical portion of this inquiry is 
more easily addressed. In general, differ
ences in athletic performance between men 
a_nd women are d~e to differences in body 
size and compos1t1on. The capacities of the 
energy systems of the female are less than 
those of the male, and the absolute 
strength (power) of females is about two
thirds that of males . Physiology has a 
trei:r.endous impact on woman's perform
ance in sports such as running , basketball, 
football, any arena where size, maximal 
aerobic power , and absolute strength de
ter~me the winner, but in rock climbing, 
the importance of many of these factors is 
minimized by the nature of the sport. 

While women fall short in absolute 
strength compared to men , with training 

the_y can develop a high strength to weight 
ratio . The strength needed by the climber 
is determined largely by physical stature. 
Lynn Hill , for example, weighs 105 
pounds, probably twenty to forty pounds 
less than even the trimmest of her male 
counterparts. Women do have a higher 
proportion of body fat, but this is a 
characteristic which varies greatly on an 
individual basis. In a series of experiments 
conducted in the laboratory, J. Wilmore, a 
board member of the American College of 
Sports Medicine , concluded that for the 
three major components of athletics, 
strength, endurance, and body composi
tion (lean/fat ratio), the differences be
tween the best female and male athletes 
are few . However, because many women 
do not begin any kind of athletic training 
program until much later than the average 
male , relative strength gains are often 
g_re~ter in females _than males, following 
similar weight resistance training prog
rams. 

In general, women are considered to 
have better balance and flexibility than 





Right: Cora/ Bowman powering up Dead 
on Arrival (5.11), Eldorado Canyon. 
Photo: Sue Gi/ler. 

men when they start climbing. This tenden
cy , coupled with a shortage of strength , 
often helps women to develop better style 
and technique in their early climbing ex
periences. Since use of the feet is critical to 
compensate for a lack of power , the 
woman who becomes seriously involved in 
climbing often has superior technique to 
complement the strength she gains through 
climbing and training. Men often face a 
different task , and must learn how to 
conserve strength , rather than rely on it. 

In reality , the physical limitations on 
women rock climbers seem to be relatively 
insignificant. Every handicap seems to 
have an advantageous counterpart. Given 
the lack of absolutes in the game, women 
need only capitalize on their strong points 
and work on their weak ones to hold their 
own with the best. Undoubtedly women 
would be at a disadvantage were climbing 
ever to become a competitive sport in 
categories like "World Fist Crack Cham
pion". By the same token , females might 
well set the standard on slabs and thin 
cracks . 

Climbing is climbing, and the major 
components of the sport remain the same , 
regardless of the gender of the climber. As 
we all know, the rock really doesn 't care. 
What matters is that particular blend of 
qualities the individual brings to the sport. 
The talents that distinguish the best are 
both physical and mental. Any seasoned 
climber recognizes the role positive think
ing plays in extending personal limits . For 
many of us it is the primary source of our 
addiction . When I am climbing at my best , 
the only voice getting air time in my 
internal dialogue is clear and confident - I 
am convincing myself of my ability to 
succeed . That other pest , The Confidence 
Eroder, scourge of my ambitions, ("It's a 
long reach, you' ll take a forty-footer. .. ") is 
held in check , mute . Unfettered by doubt 
or fear , my body is free to interpret a climb 
with grace and finesse . 

The problem is getting there. Some 
people, no matter how much they climb , 
never really seem to relax. Others appear 
blessed with perpetual calm. Women, as a 
rule , struggle far more to make the break
through to that state where the inner voice 
rings with confidence. So, while some 
women are setting a very high standard for 
their contemporaries , most continue to be 
hindered from achieving their physical best 
by an inability to break through the fear 
barrier. The major reasons for this all find 
their roots in culture. 

An understanding of the traditional 
female role in western culture helps to shed 
light on the difficulty women have taking 
risks . The roles customarily reserved for 
women did not require the development of 
many of the psychological components 
which earmark the skilled climber. Child 
rearing and homemaking are tasks which 
are rooted in dependence, a state which 
requires far different traits than the more 
autonomous male roles of provider and 
protector. Children learn at an early age 
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which behaviour patterns are rewarded 
and receive adult approval , and they strive 
to please . 

In a study conducted with schoolchildren 
in the U.S . (Dweck, et al, 1978) the 
concept of "learned helplessness", the 
reduction of effort because failure seems 
certain , was examined. Girls were found to 
avoid academically difficult problems far 
more often than boys, because they feared 
failure , and the ensuing loss of teacher 
approval. In addition, following a failure 
experience , girls proved more likely to 
attribute their lack of success to an innate 
deficiency, while boys explained failure in 
terms of controllable factors such as lack of 
effort or a mistake. In fact, academically 
difficult problems are not the only ones 
which little girls learn to avoid. In general, 
girls learn to shy away from situations in 
which the outcome is uncertain, and to stay 
within the confines of what they can do 
well. The neatness, docility , and passivity 
for which girls are rewarded would be 
considered deviant for a boy, who is 

encouraged to be more assertive and self
determining. 

This contrast between male and female 
socialization is manifested clearly in the 
difference between male and female climb
ing styles . I learned a great deal from an 
early climbing partner who was a little 
short on technique , but big on bravery. He 
would throw himself at a problem , pass the 
point of retreat , and somehow shake and 
thrash his way upward to the top. Though 
he often scared me, his drive to succeed 
seemed somehow to render him oblivious 
to the danger of the situation (often real), 
and allow him to jump in and go for broke. 
I tended toward a more cautious (female) 
approach, smoothly dancing my way to the 
point where real commitment seemed in
evitable, then beating a hasty retreat. 
Though I outshone my partner technically, 
his record of success outweighed my own. 

Women climbers are often renowned for 
their style, tbe grace and finesse with which 
they execute moves. One friend com
mented to me that the first time he 



watched a good woman climber was a real 
learning experience for him . Her apparent 
effortlessness alerted him to a side of the 
sport he'd been missing while relying on his 
strength to get him up climbs . The problem 
is that maintaining such tight control 
makes it difficult to climb near one's 
physical limit. Many women are held back 
in their climbing by an inability to push 
past the point where all is reversible, and 
risk the consequences , even when the 
actual risk is relatively low. While many 
men who become involved in climbing 
seem to thrive on tying in and trying climbs 
just barely within the realm of their physic
al ability, their female counterparts shy 
away from making such commitments , 
preferring to wait until they feel certain 
they can do the climb "in good style", i.e . 
without falling. 

The willingness to be a bold , aggressive 
risk-taker is a trait fostered by experience . 
Freely entering into a new, risk-laden 
situation is a supreme act of confidence in 
oneself. It is an indication that the indi-

victual believes he has the skills necessary 
to deal with whatever comes up, and to 
succeed in his pursuit . If more women want 
to develop sufficient skill to be recognised 
and respected as "climbers", rather than 
"women climbers", confidence is the quali
ty which must be cultivated, for it is the key 
element underlying any calculated risk
taking. While men are inclined to estimate 
their capabilities realistically , or even a 
little high , women climbers often doubt 
their readiness for a given route , despite 
plenty of evidence to the contrary. Many 
women demonstrate, through a lack of 
confidence, reserves of energy far beyond 
what a climb would require , by hanging 
around unable to commit to the difficulties 
of the route. Unfortunately, failing under 
such circumstances only serves to under
mine belief in one's ability even further. 

For many women , a desire to excel in 
climbing may represent one of the first 
confrontations with the need to learn to 
take risks. Though the motivation to do so 
may be strong, lack of experience can 

Left: Carol Black leading Wanger Banger 
(5.1 1), Joshua Tree, California. 
Photo: Steve Jones. 

make it far more difficult to assess one's 
true capabilities. The resultant inner con
flict ("I think I can do it/But what if I'm 
wrong?"), can create ambivalence towards 
one's goal, and prompt an avoidance of 
risk altogether. While men undoubtedly 
experience anxiety as well, they are subject 
to more outside pressure to conform to the 
male norm (take the lead, be aggressive 
and confident) , and compete with their 
peers. Fitting into the culturally prescribed 
role becomes a source of motivation which 
can help offset fear of failure or injury. 

Women , on the other hand, have a fairly 
acceptable escape at this juncture. The 
supportive role for which women have 
been groomed is readily available in the 
position of permanent second. Assuming 
this function reduces the risk element and 
the anxiety it generates, while allowing 
involvement in climbing to continue. The 
fact that many women are introduced to 
climbing by male friends who are already 
far more experienced seems to further this 
trend. While most men eventually experi
ence an urge to get on the sharp end (be 
autonomous/independent), and get in
volved with the " real" climbing, many 
women have the opposite reaction, and 
decide they "would never want to lead". 
Women who do take the role of second for 
an extended period often find the transi
tion to leading very difficult. Despite great 
technical skill and strength, they fall apart 
leading at two or three grades below what 
they can follow with ease. 

Every individual must determine their 
own goals and ambitions in climbing, and 
there is no standard of success which 
subsumes the personal one. Undoubtedly 
there are climbers, male and female , who 
derive tremendous satisfaction from fol
lowing climbs, and there is nothing in
herently wrong with this state of affairs . 
What is most important is that the indi
vidual has the opportunity to realize his 
true potential. I remember clearly a time in 
my past when I wanted very much to be a 
competent climber , but experienced great 
turmoil in trying to realize that goal. I 
would mentally prime myself to lead a 
climb only to relinquish my lead, in relief 
and despair, when fear began to whittle 
away my resolve . Interestingly , it was often 
the faith my male friends had in me , and 
their prodding, that got me over these 
hurdles , insisting that I take my pitch when 
I would have willingly backed down. 

Given the impact of culture , male/ 
female partnerships, particularly those in
volving couples, often make it more diffi
cult for women to develop initially as 
climbers. This is especially true when there 
is a big gap in ability and experience. 
Under such conditions , with the male more 
experienced, it is only natural that he 
should take more control of the situation, 
make the decisions, and deal with the 
complications that arise. Yet in order to 
develop the skills necessary to being a 
confident , competent leader, one needs 
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the experience of getting into and out o;f 
real situations, without the sense that there 
is always someone else to rely on. If the 
tables were turned, with the female clim
ber far more experienced, there would 
probably be an initial sense of dependence, 
but the drive to be in charge of one's own 
destiny would eventually enable him to 
function as an equal. By contrast, a woman 
will at times acquiesce and allow the man 
to make decisions even in situations where 
she is clearly more knowledgeable . 

An additional complication is that, just 
as women have difficulty giving up the 
tendency to rely upon men, men struggle 
with a feeling of responsibility for, and 
tendency to protect their female friends . 
One friend 's boyfriend told her, "I'd never 
forgive myself if something happened to 
you." Such reaction is a natural outgrowth 
of the role for which most men have been 
trained . In the company of another male 
friend, responsibility is more easily shared, 
with each climber looking after himself. 
But in mixed company, especially when 
romance is involved, the situation can 
become far more complex, particularly if 
the woman is struggling with her own 
inclination to be dependent. 

I once witnessed an incredible example 
of such role confusion, involving two in
telligent friends, a couple, both experi
enced climbers. When she got to a point of 
leading her climb where she felt stuck, she 
began to panic and lose faith in her ability 
to cope with the situation . Rather than tell 
her to calm down and cope, he attempted 
to effect a rescue by dangling his leg (!) 
from his position ten feet above her on a 
neighbouring climb (this despite the fact 
that he was well above rather shaky protec
tion himself). She chose to go for the leg, 
reached it, and fell off anyway, adding 
about fifteen feet to her fall. Although this 
little drama has been the source of great 
hilarity among us, it was, and remains, 
remarkably telling. What on earth were 
they thinking? Obviously their responses 
were far more emotional than cerebral, or 
the situation would have never taken 
place. In his desire to protect someone he 
loved, he lost control of his senses. She 
chose to let him take charge when things 
got too committing. In fact, she encour
aged him , by appearing to be unable to 
handle the situation. 

Because such dynamics are so deeply 
ingrained in all of us, many women find 
that climbing with other women can be an 
important part of learning to climb well. In 
1982, Jill Lawrence, a British climber , and 
I sent a questionnaire to women climbers 
in the U.S., asking about their experiences 
in rock climbing. In response to the ques
tion, "ls climbing with other women im
portant to you?", twenty-six of thirty 
women responded yes. The primary 
reasons cited were companionship , a grea
ter sense of equality, and a higher degree 
of self-reliance in the company of other 
women. Most women felt that more valu
able experience was gained in making 
decisions and taking charge, in situations in 
which they could not rely on men . 

Once sufficient experience is gained, 
most women feel they can return to mixed 
partnerships on a much more equal foot
ing. Regardless of gender, the most suc
ce~~ful teams seem to share an even ability 
and drive. A sizeable ability gap between 
partners seems to hold little value for the 
less experienced person after a reasonable 
apprenticeship. It undermines one's sense 
of accomplishment to do an intimidating 
lead with a belayer who could solo past in 
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sneakers at any time , and it only furthers a 
sense of dependency to stay in a part
nership in which the other person's skills 
are always superior. While the less experi
enced team is perhaps in a little more 
danger, it is only through a reasonable 
acceptance of risk that one can learn what 
one needs to know. 

What does all this mean then , for the 
woman learning to climb in the next five or 
ten years? Despite the constraints imposed 
by culture, there is ample evidence that it is 
only a question of time before women keep 
pace with the standards of the day. Men 
and women arc becoming increasingly 
aware of the benefits of equal status, and 
awareness is one of the cornerstones of 
change. Women in the United States today 
are benefiting to a large extent from the 
Women 's Movement of the 60's and 70's. 
with far more opportunity to participate as 
equals in society. Women ·s sports are 
being taken more seriously so that women 
like Lynn Hill (now 22) can come to 
climbing at age 16 with a well-developed 
positive. athletic image. and few mental 

barriers to achieving her physical best. The 
words female and athlete no longer seem a 
contradiction in terms. 

Matina Horner, the psychologist , wrote 
of the development transition in early 
adulthood marked by change from defini
tion of self by others to becoming self
defining . In males this transition takes 
place by the time he leaves school (18 years 
old). In females of our parents' generation, 
it was postponed until age 50, in the 
present generation until age 27. As women 
learn to be more self-defined at an earlier 
age, the demands of climbing will pose les~ 
of a threat. Meanwhile. women can learn 
from men , and recognise the value of the 
male 's ability to take calculated risks and 
push personal limits. On a very basic level , 
many women could do more to develop 
their strength, train harder, sweat more. be 
more willing to dedicate time to getting 
into top shape. We can try to recognise 
more clearly the sources of self-doubt and 
work to overcome attitudes which are 
self-defeating by consciously seeking ex
periences which build confidence and self-



Opposite Page: The amazing Lynn Hill leading Vandals (5.12+) at the Shawangunks. Photo: Russ Raffa. 
Above: Australian ace Louise She herd left , with the author, Rosie Andrews. 

Below Left: Britain's own Jill Lawrence. Below Right: Carol Black. Photos: Harvey A. Arnold. 

reliance. Men can play an important role in 
encouraging their women friends by not 
expecting less from them or fostering 
dependency . 

As the best women climbers continue to 
strive for higher goals, they set standards 
by which other women can measure their 
performance , and remove the need for 
recognition as a good "woman" climber. In 
reality , the margin separating the best male 
and female climbers today is already fairly 
slim. Setting a separate, lower standard 
only encourages women to expect less of 
themselves than their abilities allow. 
Accomplishments should be measured in 
relation to the sport, not one's gender, and 
women should not expect public praise for 
doing routes done by men ten years ago. 

In Ma y of 1982 , I was with a friend in 
Yosemite. discussing the role of women in 
climbing. He stated that , although some 
women might get very good. they would 
never be as good as men , able to do the 
really hard climbs. Four months ago. the 
same friend said to me . in reference to 
Lynn Hill, "She's as good as anybody . as 
good as Moffatt , or .... " (he listed several 
of the best known men) . While many 
undoubtedly would choose to argue this 
point, it indicated to me a shift in att itude 
which the impact of women is creating. 
Once women truly understand their poten
tial in this sport, the only limits to perform
ance will be what is humanly possible. 
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VERDON: A Short Modern History 
by Jean-Marc Troussier 

Climbing has been popular in the Ver
don for sixteen years, and it is ironic that 
sixteen is the age at which the new breed of 
climbers lead 7b! Although there has been 
a lot of aid and "pseudo free" climbing for 
eight years or so, true free climbing dates 
from 1976. Initially, Livesey and Fawcett 
had a very strong influence on our small 
circle of French climbers - who at that time 
singularly lacked imagination, but our pro
tective shell of ignorance was easily perme
able to the precepts of the "prophets" of 
free climbing, Guyomar, Berhault, Edlin
ger, the Troussier brothers and others who 
left their mark (along with lots of pegs and 
bolts) throughout the length of the canyon. 
From pegs to bolts and cracks to pillars 

It was easy to believe in '76 that the great 
period of development of the Verdon was 
yet to come. With the creation of the 
majestic Necronomicon, "Steph" Troussier 
and Jacques "Pschitt" Perrier opened up 
the world of the pillar, having realised that 
between each crack line there was one or 
more pillars. After that, Perrier began 
work on /e world famous Pichenibu/e but 
the hooligan operated from the top! 
Doubting that this pilier d'esca/es had any 
holds he dropped a number of ropes from 
the top in order to mark the line . Never
theless, the entire route was eventually 
dimbed from the bottom with the excep
tion of the bolt overhang. As he regained. 
on abseil, the highest point previously 
equipped, he was able to spy out Gwenda/ 
and Ctuluh as well. At about the same time 
Dingomaniaque was completed by 
"Gorgeon and Co.", with only the last 
pitch equipped from above. Next came 
Mangoustine by the same team and again 
from the bottom. 'Steph' Troussier and 
Pschitt replaced, however, with Caca 
Boudin. In 1979 you could alredy count a 
fair number of pillar climbs; Go/em, Fen
rir, Zemencie/, Delirium Tres Mince and 
at the other end of the Escales a small four 
pitch pillar called Chrysalis. In 1980 C. 
Vigier equipped Durandal and Frimes et 
Chatiments. Perrier for his part had pros
pected beyond the Gorge and thus was 
born Le Miroir du Fou and L 'Ete de 
Porcelaine. At this time the majority of the 
interesting slabs had been noted and it only 
remained to equip them and call them in 
the argot (slang) of climbers 'Couennes ' -
short "cream" routes that are very good 
and hard. 

1980 The Era of the Couenne 
The world Couenne derives from the 

north of France, in particular the Saussois. 
On this grandiose cliff, Jean-Pierre 
Bouvier (nicknamed the Hy) had put up a 
number of routes that had seemed ridicu
lously short at the time but they were also 
immensely hard. Climbs on a human scale , 
as he liked to call them, but for us they 
were strictly for Martians! Profiting from 
the dictum that small is beautiful we had 
only to look towards the pillars to find 
happiness. The slab of Frimes had pre
sented our hungry fingers with a certain 
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amount of pleasure, and thus was born 
Survei/ler et Punir, Les Freres Caramel 
Maus, Le Mandarin Mervei//eux, La Mort 
a Venise, TNT, Le Tapis Volant, Hakama 
and Yukio Mishima . 

1981 Tired Out 
Keen to pounce on any virgin wall in 

sight, I discovered, with Philippe Macie, 
(the orginator of Reve de Fer and L'Ange 
en Decomposition), a slab above the 
Miroir du Fou. From our first visit this 
place seemed to be most promising and a 

Above: Jean-Marc Trou.\~icr 011 Septieme 
Sot (7b+ French). 
Photo: Francoise Lepron. 
Opposite: Out on to the pillars - L 'Ange en 
Decomposition (5). Photo: Troussier. 





few days later N 'en Jettes Plus, Le Sep
tieme Sot, Igor Stavinsky and Pas de 
Panique were rigged. What was there left 
to do for 82? 
1982 A Quiet Year for New Routes 

The most notable routes of that year 
were Gaffe dans le Dos - to the left of the 
top pitches of Pichenibule, unfortunately a 
route much too visible from the parking 
place, Le Genie des Alpages near the Pilier 
Gousseau, P. Macle's Tintin au Pays des 
Mauviette and Un Petit Coin de Paradis, 
and finally Missing left of L'Ete de Porce
laine. Patrick Edlinger equipped Douk 
Douk and placed the drive in bolts on Papy 
on Sight. 
1983 Twenty more Couennes 

During the summer many more lines saw 
the light of day and fairly remarkably a 
girl, Francoise Lepron - "Snoopynette", 
put up a number of them. Francoise had 
already equipped Debilof and another 
small route near Miroir du Fou. Near 
L'Ete she put up Ouah Con C'est Libre 
and Dans Line. Patrick Edlinger equipped 
and climbed L'Ete Cool and significantly 
Polpot, the first of his routes that he wasn't 
going to be the first to climb, a fate shared 
by Sale Temps Pour Les Caves which was 
climbed by three other parties. (He might 
still not have climbed it to date). Another 
project which he hoped to keep to himself 
was A Prendre ou a Laisser on the Frimes 
slab. To the right of Mission Impossible 
(Steph Troussier - 1982) there is Coup de 
Foudre - a four pitch route yet to be 
climbed entirely free. 

Of note was the discovery of a new wall 
between Le Miroir and Frimes, with seven 
routes here already, and room for more. 
The exploitation of the Zeme Ciel section 
enabled some exceptional pitches to be 
climbed with very sustained lines like 
Polpot and the Descente au Barbu: the 
section is now nearly saturated. 

What's Left for '84? 
You'd think that it had all come to an 

end, but no, there are still a number of 
walls in the Durandal and Frimes areas. To 
the right of Durandal is Steph Troussier's 
Boulevard Des Stars and to the left Patrick 
Edlingers Tete a Eau. Opposite Chrysalis a 
new wall is being equipped but most 
important is the remaining section after 
Tapis Volant. Thus the future of the 
Couennes is assured even without counting 
fhe grey and virgin wall towards L 'Imbut 
(Top Secret)! 

For five years L'Escales was the place 
for new routes and these were always done 
by climbers from the Midi, practically the 
only exception being one by Ron Fawcett 
to the left of Miroir du Fou the name of 
which we don't know; for us it is known as 
La Voie de Fawcett. 

Apart from a few prehistoric early 
climbs, the best free climbing was 
pioneered by climbers from the north, 
rarely by foreigners. The only question m 
dispute that I know of is the ascent of 
Mission Impossible by Wolfgang Giillich -
those who watched or the wagging tongues 
said that it was with yo-yos. If this is the 
case its not valid in France.* 

Free climbing isn't lacking in heroes 

After the start made by the English it 
wasn't enough just to repeat free climbs, 
and a search for even harder lines was 
initiated, and in this 'noble' task Patrick 
Berhault was to try his hand . His easy 
ascent of a 7a wall was considered some
thing of a miracle . Jn France, Seven was 
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the magic number and to get up a Seven 
ensured modern hero status for the future . 
The first 7a in the Verdon was Mangous
tine, but the third pitch was soon down
graded by subsequent events. The first 
pitch of Fenrir , climbed by Berhault and 
not without pain, was unequivocally 7a, 
and at the time for most of us this was 
reaching for the moon! With Caca Boudin . 
Berhault easily burnt off all the local 
climbers but was eclipsed from the scene 
when he devoted himself to his beloved 
overhangs on the Baou de St. Jeannet. In 
1979 the locals devoted themselves re
solutely to free climbing and soon Steph 
Troussier had repeated most of Patrick 
Berhault's routes. At the same time new 
aid routes continued to be put up and often 
activists such as Steph Troussier, Pschitt 
and Christian Guyomar participated in 
both activities at a high level, not dif
ferentiating between the two types of 
climbing. 
This man is dangerous 

Patrick Berhault returned to the Verdon 
from time to time to· do many completely 
free solos. His solo ascent of Luna Bong 
was highlighted by the subsequent down
climbing of L 'Estemporanee. La Deman
de, Les Ecureuils, Ula and many others 
were done more or less roped. In the 
autumn of 1980 he first tried the overhang 
of Pichenibule. Those who had aided the 
original route hadn't even seen the holds 
that he would grace with his ascent, but 
Patrick had seen them and in the spring of 
'81 he completed the pitch giving it 7b/c. 
At this time we had been reading Moun
tain for a long time and 5.12 really in
terested us but the Bombe de Pichenibule -
was it 5.12? John Bachar, who came to the 
Verdon during this period, reassured us 
after following Patrick Edlinger on the 
pitch, by giving it 5.12c. Berhault's final 
gesture was to equip a 7b near L'Ete de 
Porcelaine: - Les Gestes Pour le Dire, 
before disappearing from the Verdon. 
Explosion 

By 1981, free climbing had become 
standard practice for a fair number of 
climbers in the canyon, but not so for many 
Southerners who climbed regularly in the 
Gorge, perhaps the local temperature en
couraged laziness. However the Verdon 
began to attract climbers from all horizons, 
often far beyond our frontiers. 

The Frimes section and Surveiller et 
Punir in particular became very popular, 
but the Bombe of Pichenibule remains a 
fierce test-piece! 

Would you like to dance? 
In 1982 Patrick Edlinger quit his beloved 

Baou de Toulon, and turned an eye to
wards the Verdon. Some climbers had 
previously stated that Chrysalis and Fenrir 
were impossible but this was rapidly shown 
not to be the case. Edlinger climbed one 
after the other, at the second attempt and 
of course in good style, starting from the 
bottom and clipping all the points . He 
graded the two pitches Sa but the grades 
came down after subsequent repeats, albeit 
with a great deal more effort. Chrysalis is 
now 7c and Fenrir 7c+. He also equipped 
routes, and in '83 put up three interesting 
problems, giving rise to rather heated 
debate about ethics with foreign climbers. 

Young Climbers Don't Respect Anything! 
In '83 all climbers over the age of 25 

were looked upon as grey-beards, and the 
new generation upset everything in their 
path. The revolution was headed by Marc 

and Antoine Lemenestrel, 18 and 19 re
spectively, who had climbed their first 7b 
at the age of sixteen and 7c one year later. 
With insatiable appetites for difficulties 
they leer at anything extreme and have 
penchant for first ascents. Patrick Edlinger 
was foolish enough to point out an equip
ped, but unclimbed wall to Antoine 
Lemenestrel, resulting withiP a week in 
Sale Temps Pour Les Caves which is 
perhaps the first Sa in the Verdon. To date , 
it has only been repeated by his brother 
Marc and by Eddy Boucher but there are 
already murmerings: 7c+? 

Edlinger had also equipped Polpot 
(7c+) and had twice tried to climb it 
without any prior reconnaissance, each 
time failing on the last move. It was 
eventually Alexandre Duboc and Herve 
Laille who made the first ascent after 
sieging it. Then another 7c+ appeared to 
the right, put up by Herve Laille, La 
Descente (to the grey beards) au Barbu. 
Two other routes which promised to be 
extremely hard were equipped by Edlinger 
- Papy on Sight, near a route already 
seconded and on Frimes slab, A Prendre 
ou a Laisser - this time, however, Patrick 
left the first free ascent open, he was 
lacking a few drive in bolts. 
A Word on Ethics 

France possesses the most beautiful cliffs 
in Europe, and apart from Buoux and 
Yosemite, there are few areas where you 
will find so many climbers from such a wide 
range of cultures. Friction is inevitable. 
The French on their home ground climb 
how they like and they climb differently 
from a number of foreigners. It happens 
from time to time that a potentially ex
treme route will be top-roped prior to the 
first ascent, but don't think that this 
practice is automatic. A large number of 
routes are attempted from the bottom and 
the majority of 7a's have been climbed on 
sight, some 7b's and even a solitary 7b+ -
the second pitch of L'Ete de Porcelaine by 
Vincent Escoffier. It's true that on French 
rock after a failure 'anything goes' and 
after that it's sufficient to practice and 
memorise the moves, but all climbing 
methods come back to that; surely the 
most difficult part is to then recite the 
lesson! 

Editors Note: The French attitude to what 
constitutes a 'legal' or valid ascent differs 
greatly from what is widely accepted as 
good style elsewhere in Europe and in the 
United States. Whereas it is quite legiti
mate for a French climber to rehearse a 
series of difficult moves on a top rope as 
many times as he feels necessary prior to 
climbing the route, in order to ensure 
success, a "valid" clean lead must be done 
in one push from the bottom with no falls ; 
thus Wolfgang Giillich's ascent of Mission 
Impossible which involved climbing from 
the bottom without prior top rope inspec
tion, was invalid because he took several 
falls before succeeding on the route. 

Right: Top-roping the top pitches of the 
big routes is popular in the Verdon . This is 
the finish to Mandarin Merveillieux. 
Photo: Troussier. 
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Ffssure 6c lP. C. 
Super Jane lP. 6c+ Edlinger W. 
N'en _rettez plus lP. 7a+ Edlinger W. 
Septieme sot lP. 7b+ J.M. Troussier W. 
Igor Stravinsk , 7b J.M. Troussier W. 
Pas de panique 2P ~ max P. Edlinger. C/W. 

Jas d'1re Area: 

Assu ce tourix lP. 6b W. 

Babay&,ga lP. 6c max J.M. Troussier W. 
Lemur bleu lP. 7a P. Bestagno W. 
'Cha~IP. 6c W. 

·' _Sacre ascimo IP. 7b M. Lemenestrel W. 

A Selected List of Modern Free Climbs in 
Verdon . · 
Grades are French (for British System subtract 
two grades e.g. 6c = 6a British) W = wall climb, 
C = crack, P = piton or bolt. ~ 
As compiled by Jean-Marc Troussier ~ 

Eycharme Area: ,, 

Estemporanee 6 Pitches 6b maximum C. 

lmbutArea: 

Roumagaou 5 P, 6c max C. 
Peril Rouge 5P, 7b max C/W Berhault, 
Edlinger. 

Escates 
Ete de Porcelaine Area: 
Ouha con c'est du libre 2P, 6a lnax Laille, 
LepronW. · 1 
Dan'sline2P7a+W. ~ d" 

- Overcool-baba dose 2P 6c max Edlinger W. , 
~ ,· - ~i~sing 2P 7a+ J.M. Troussier,W. ' 1 , __ 

• 1.Iuh11.c~ qu'il e.;t cool cet ete I P.,7a+,Edhngaj ~ 
Ete de porcolaine 2P 7b+ m~x Edling&, S. , 

~ , - Trous~ier W. ' 
• --~ Le~ gestes pour le dire lP. e 7b mai"Berhault W. 

~ ' : ~ ~\ :f{;,'- Miroir clu F ou Ai;:ea: 
~~ n~r-0nd de chausette lP. 6c max Bestagno,Vf \ 

')\ • · "V1'>iedefili¥ceh'' lP. 7a+ max Fawcett W. 
, 1",. O1\e tenebr_evse affaire 7a IP. J.~ Troussier W 
t'!,:~ , ,1 Lac!ul[~ fou ll6a+ max. C. 
·,~ .,:! fl Pi~l\ette enc,,ante lP. 6c max. S. Trouss1er 
~ . 'l 
" • :e.piiro~ du fou 2P 6c max. W. 
"' e{rai~ do,{olie 2P- 6c+ max. J .M. Troussier 

w .. 
Ca rnanque d'ind1ce IP. 6c max . J.M. Troussier 

~ ,, w. 
Le fou d'artifice 6b max. IP. P. Macie W. 
Salut les berlots IP. 7a max W. 

Septieme Sot Area: 
Sale temps pour les caves Sa IP. A. Lemenestrel 
w. 

Frimes et Chatiments Area: 

Gueule d'amour 3P 6b max C. Berhault. 
Le ta pis volant 2P 6c max. S. Troussier W. 
Le voleur de bagdad IP . 6b J.M. Troussier W. 
TNT 6c+ IP. J.M. Troussier C. 
La mort a venise 2P 6c max. J.M. TroussierW. 
Encore une journe de foutue IP. 7c M. 
Lemenestrel W. 
Yukio Mishima lP. 7a+ J.M. Troussier W. 
Hakama lP. 6c+ J.M. Troussier W. 
Le mandarin merveilleux 3P 7b S. Troussier, E. 
Escoffier C/W. 
Frimes et Cha ti men ts 4P 6c max. A. Long W . 
Les Freres caramel mou 2P 7a, 7a+ S, J.M. 
Troussier W. 
Surveiller et punir 4P 7a+ J.M. Troussier W. 
Holocauste lP. 7b+ M. Lemenestrel W. 
Mission Impossible 7b+ lP S. Troussier W. 
BCBG4P7bmax. H. LailleW. 

Chrysalis Area: 
Chrysalis SP 7c max. P. Edlinger. W. 
Tete a claque 6b lP. J.M. Troussier W. 
Tete a eau IP 7b+ P. Edlinger. W. 
Durandalle 5P 6c max. C. Vigier. W . 
Boulevard des stars 2P 7b+ max. Laille. W. 
lmpasecles nouilles 1 P 6c Laille. W. 
Le genie des alpage 2P 7a max. 

~Golem,5P6cmax. Bestagno. W. 
Un'petifcoin de paradis 1P 6c. P. Macie. W. 

ll'enrir Area: 
Miss tourbillon lP 7a+. W. 
{.,e crabe au pince d'or lP 7b. S. Troussier. W. 
Tintin au pays des mauviettes lP 7a. P. Macie. 
w. 
Reve de fer 4P 6b max. S, J.M . Troussier. W. 
Alerte au gaz 3P 7a+ max. J.M. Troussier. W. 
L'ange en decomposition 7a max 3P. S. 
Troussier. W. 
Fen~ir6p7c+ max. P. Edlinger. W. 

, J:roisieme ciel Area: . , 
Troisieme ciel 2P 7a max. Edlinger. W. 
L'incal IP7a max. P. Bestagno. W. 
~ .grand nez qui boite IP 6c. P. Ed linger. W. 

- Po~pot 2P 7c+ max. A Duboc. W- ' 
~Ladescenteau barbu 1P7c+. H.Laille. W. 

l.,'oeil du tigre 2P 7a+ max. P. Bestagno. W. 
Le. taquet coinceur S. Troussier 6b+ C. 

\ Dou~ douk IP 7a. P. Edlinger. W. 
L'oiseau de feu 2P 6c max. S. Troussier. W. 

IQelirlum tres mince 4P 7a max. W. 
' Pichenibul 9P 7b+ max. P. Befhault. W/C. 

Gwer\dal 10:1? 7b max. W. \ 
Gaffe~ans le Dos·7a+. H. Laille. 
Goregeamocles 5P 6c max. W. ' 

, Arabe dement 2P 6a max. W. 
Ara be souriant 2P 6c max. W. 
Coeur de verre 2P 6a max. J .F. Hagenmuler. W . 
Dingomaniaque 5P 6c max. Berhault. W. 
Ecureuilles 6P 6b max. P. Berhault. W/C. 
Mangoustine scatophage 5P 6c max. P. 
Berhault. W. 

" Megafoot3P7a+ max. W. 
Ula !OP 6a max. C. 
Sola nut SP 6c max. Livesey, Fawcett. C. 
Necropolis 7a 3P D. Gamier. W. 
Baiser sanglant 3'P 6b+ max. C/W. 
Massacre a la troni;onneuse 3P 6b max. W . 
Demande 101\6a max, C. , 
Triomphe d'eros 5P 6c max. Livesey, Fawcett, 
WIC. ' . 
Luna bong 5P 6b max. Livesey, Fawcett. C. _ , 
Necronomicon 2P 6c max . Liv9iey, F,awcefCW. 
Troglobulle 6P 7a max. S. Troussier. C. 
Caca boudin 7a max. 6P P. Berhault. W. ' 
Eperon sublime 6P 6c max. P. Berhault. C/W. 
Orni 6a max 3P. Berhaualt C. 
Tuyau d'orgue 3P 6c max. C. 
Diedre de9rappels 3P 6b max. C. 
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SCAFELL IN WINTER 
by Al Phizacklea 

I picked myself up from the deep powder 
snow covering the ledge that had been , 
moments before , fifteen feet below me. 
After a few minutes composing myself 
after this lucky fall , I preparecl for another 
attempt. Above , the white, ice encrusted 
face of the pinnacle loomed, still un
climbed,and swept again by another stream 
of powder snow. My crampons bit noisily 
into the verglas as I made an acrobatic 
rock-up onto a tiny ice smeared ripple , 
contemplating the final moves to the gang
way. After another precarious move I was 
once again raking the sloping shelf, var
nished smooth by the coating of ice . With 
both hands on the heads of the axes I 
slowly mantleshelved onto them and swung 
my right foot alongside. Teetering and 
fighting for balance I managed to stand up, 
nervously .looking for a runner , feeling 
totally committed. There was a spike at the 
end of the gangway, which I reached after 
a delicate and uncertain shuffle. With 
renewed confidence from this runner I 
pushed on, only to find myself stuck again 
after twenty feet. Frantic scraping at the 
feathery covering of snow failed to reveal 
any protection, only a blank groove stared 
blindly back at me. After pivoting onto a 
tiny nick, I found a dubious runner , but it 
was enough to encourage me to push on. 
With crampons scraping in the icy crease I 
urged up, and made a wild , uncontrolled 
lunge for the ledge above. This is the first 
pitch of Jones' Route from Deep Ghyll, 
the rock climb featured in Classic Rock , 
and the first winter route in the Lake 
District to be graded six . Ed Cleasby and 
myself climbed it on sight , in a deliberate 
move to get away from the gullies which 
were full of powder snow and floundering 
climbers. We wanted to change the rather 
stagnant tradition that 'winters are for 
gullies', and to find new adventure on the 
open rock faces. After climbing four diffi
cult pitches we reached the junction with 
Steep Ghyll , which we abseiled down in 
the dark and stumbled off in search of 
refreshment. 

We returned the following weekend with 
Rob Matheson for an attempt at the 
second slim buttress of Scafell, Pisgah 
Buttress Direct. Leading the first pitch 
Rob bent the pick of his 'terror' by 45°, but 
he managed to struggle up to a ledge using 
a spare. I led the second pitch which 
followed some steep steps covered in pow
der snow. With thin ice coating the rocks , 
ma·ny of my placements were dubious. Ed 
slipped while seconding, and this prompted 
Rob to jumar the pitch while we led the 
third pitch, a long traverse towards Moss 
Ghyll which had an evil, technical start. 
After a couple of attempts Ed managed to 
reach a ledge with his axes, with no going 
back. Meanwhile as Rob was pulling up 
over the last bulge he fell suddenly back
wards a couple of feet, his top jumar 
having iced up. As he frantically tied on to 
the trailing end of his rope, I watched Ed, 
who was making a desperate mantleshelf 
onto the ledge which led leftwards to the 
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Above: Ed Cleasby on the crux traverse of Pisgah Buttress Direct, (V). 
Right: Al Phizacklea leading on May Day Direct (V+ ). Photos: Phizacklea . 

foot of a large groove. Rob went across 
next. He tried high, he tried low, but still 
couldn't reach the ledge. In the end he 
gave up and tied his rope to the first runner 
and tyroleaned across to the belay. Using 
this as a backrope, I crabbed across the 
smooth wall, only to slip. The backrope 
had prevented a fifty foot pendulum into 
Moss Ghyll. The rest of the route was 
completed without further incident , but it 
still gave tremendous climbing. As we 

pulled onto the summit in the gathering 
gloom Rob summed up the day ; 

"Pisgah Buttress has now been defeated 
by two falls, one submission and a Jumar!" 

After a heavy thaw and a sharp frost, I 
contacted Dave Kay from Penrith , a fine 
winter climber who had already been to 
Scafell three times this season to attempt 
Botterill's Slab, a much fancied winter 
route. We stood at the bottom of the crag 
looking doubtfully at the sparse ice on the 





Left: Ed Cleasby on White Slab (III) , Right: Dave Kay following the main pitch of Botterill's Slab (V+ ) . Opposite: Part of the East 
Buttress of Scafell. White Slab is the left hand fork of the ¥-shape icefaJJ, Minotaur, the prominent central icicles, May Day Direct to 
the right. Photos: Phizacklea . 

slab. I persuaded Dave to 'have a look ' , 
and was soon eagerly climbing the thin ice 
of the first pitch. At the belay we looked 
up the main slab which had a narrow smear 
of ice running down the back corner. Once 
I'd managed to insert a good nut at the 
start of the pitch, I climbed steadily until I 
was thirty feet above it, desperately claw
ing into the frozen moss. Using a Skyhook 
as a runner, I leant out onto the steep right 
wall to reach a crack which thankfully 
offered good protection. In order to reach 
the sanctuary of the chimney above, I had 
to overcome some very thin ice. Each 
move demanded very precise use of cram
pons to prevent them raking through the 
ice. Above the belay was an awkward and 
strenuous crack which led to a fragile sheet 
of ice on the upper section of the slab. It 
was all over. Dave was really pleased to 
have climbed this route, which had been 
his big ambition, before departing for an 
even bigger ambition , Everest. 

Now that the three main buttresses of 
Scafell Crag had been winter climbed , our 
attention turned to the classic gully of Moss 
Ghyll. The upper section escaped the bed 
of the gully by climbing easy angled slabs 
which lead leftwards to the top of the crag. 
I had noticed that the Direct Finish had 
formed into a steep wall of ice, but the 
news had already spread . A couple of days 
later this direct finish, correctly known as 
Collie 's Chimney, was climbed by Tony 
Furniss and Jim Fotheringham. They de
scribed it as a good, neat pitch, with an 
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excellent runner ac half height. As the 
natural continuation to Moss Ghyll I am 
surprised that it hadn't been climbed be
fore. Ou the same day Steve Swindels 
accompanied Ed and me as we looked at 
the East Buttress, still unclimbed in winter, 
which had huge claws of ice dripping from 
its formidable overhangs. We craned our 
necks at the spectacular ice on May Day 
Direct, which unfortunately hadn ' t 
reached the ground. I persuaded Ed to 
abseil into it , much to Steve's dismay , he 
had not climbed anything over Grade 4 
before. As soon as I dropped over the top 
of the route, I regretted my hasty decision, 
it looked horrendous . With Ed and Steve 
securely tied into the hanging belay at the 
bottom of the pitch, I cautiously set off. 
The first twenty feet were on vertical rock 
covered in thin , brittle ice, frighteningly 
devoid of protection. "Its a mind game" , 
said Ed. Too bloody true! It was a real 
mind bender! After some delicate tap
dancing I managed to get in two runners at 
the foot of the corner, much to the relief of 
my partners, who had been expecting 24 
points to smash into them at any second. 
The rest of the pitch was on gradually 
thickening ice, the axes went in further and 
I became totally absorbed in the situation. 
What a fantastic pitch! Ed proclaimed 
boldly that Scottish Fives had nothing to 
match it! Not entirely satisfied with the 
day, Ed wanted to get in another route , ,u 
we abseiled down to the foot of White 
Slab. This provided an excellent 150 foot 

pitch at a reasonable grade , up a sheet of 
thin ice which draped down the slab. Being 
situated in such a superb position, I can 
recommend it for any middle grade climber 
who wants a new experience on ice. 

Although the Lake District is not an area 
for exceptional conditions , the major fac
tors in this development were a change in 
our perception and attitude and a new 
awareness of what is actually possible on 
ice . The routes mentioned here are in my 
opinion some of the best winter climbs in 
the country and there could be more to 
come! 

Summary 
These are the new winter routes climbed 

on Scafell by mid-February 1984. The 
individual pitch grades are given: 

SCAFELL PINNACLE 

PISGAH BUTTRESS 

MOSS GHYLL 

SCAFELL CRAG 

EAST BUTTRESS 

EAST BUTTRESS 

Jones· Route 280ft 6, 4+, 5, 4. 
Al Phizacklea, Ed Cleasby. 
Pisgah Buttress direct 600ft 4, 4+ 
5, 4, 4, I. Ed Cleasby, Al Phizacklea 
Rob Matheson. 
Direct Finish (Collie's Chimney) 
130ft 4+. Tony Furniss, Jim 
Fotheringham. 
Botterill's Slab 330ft 5, 5+ , 5+, 2. 
Al Phizacklea, Dave Kay. 
May Day Direct 160ft 5+. 2. 
Al Phizacklea , Ed Cleasby, Steve 
Swindels. 
White Slab 300ft 3 ,2. 
Ed Cleasby, Al Phizacklea. 
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THE GASHERBRUMS ARE LON EL V 
by Voytek Kurtyka 

Prologue 
In the middle of October 1982, I reached 

New Delhi , shortly before midnight and 
after two days overland travel through the 
monotonous plains of the Punjab. I was 
coming back from my second visit to 
Islamabad with great prospects for the next 
year's venture to the ice walls of the 
Gasherbrums. 

The New Delhi night was clear and 
quiet. After many weeks in the mountains, 
I had developed a natural inclination to 
watc~ the sky. Even now, any change in 
the air, though here it had lost its import
ance and dramatic impact on the days 
events, evoked an instinctive sense of 
unease or relief. Above a still lively railway 
station crowded with beggars, homeless 
children and scabby dogs, there glimmered 
a clear sky which had already had time to 
absorb the heat of the day. 
. With relief I sensed the end of my 
Journey. I travelled through Connaught 
Place and further still through the wide 
grass fi~lds of Shantipath. Here, the night 
was chilled by dew-fall and calmed by a 
shroud of fog drifting over the grass. 

I was leaving behind the stresses of one 
mo~e journey, and once more coming to an 
endmg. Though racked by weariness I was 
filled with an enormous calm each shadow 
of th~t night and each trail ~f fog keenly 
touchmg my senses. I was acutely con
scious that this same vast sky was spread 
far away over the Karakoram and my two 
mountains, and this night trip though the 
foggy grass fields was leading me there. 

In Poland Jurek had already set the 
machinery in motion, and in a week at long 
last I'd see Alex in Kathmandu and we'd 
start the game from his side. I still remem
bered so well, exactly one year before, 
Alex walkmg away down the broken 
mountain of the Barun glacier after our 
~efeat on _Makalu. I'd watched for a long 
time, until the small shape disappeared 
amid the glacier mess. 

Will I see you ever again? 
Oh yes , in a week I'll see Alex again with 

all his dominating tranquility and confi
dence, which - when I look back through 
my mountains and even more through my 
anxious returns to the plains, I was always 
so much lacking and longing for. I'll see 
him again and he'll make me believe for a 
while that I can seize this tranquility as 
well. 

I arrived at the Polish Embassy. In the 
gym-hall were bivouacked a team of lads, 
back from K2 and waiting for their flight to 
Poland. 

Though it was very late the boys were 
still not sleeping. 

In the room there was playing the gentle 
music of " Return to Forever": 

"So he/low my friend 
Good to see you again" 
The calm of the passing day reigned in 

the room as well. The boys, sunken deep in 
silence, where relaxing with a half empty 
bottle of Indian whisky . One of them asked 
me : 
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"Voytek, did you year about Alex?" 
"What about Alex?" 
There was a while of dead silence. The 

voice was singing: 
"You've been gone for while 
Now you're back and I'm so glad You 

are here" 
"What about Alex?" I asked repeatedly. 

I looked at their faces - quiet and still. 
"Alex is dead, on Annapurna", some

body answered. 
"It's wonderful my friend to see you 

again ... " 
* * * 

Just the two of us set out for the 
mountain, accompanied by 20 porters car
rying all the necessary stuff for two 
months. 

The previous Karakoram winter had 
been hard; the paths still furrowed by 
avalanches and muddy, overswollen 
streams choked with rotting snow. 

The approach march was almost a disas
ter. The_ weather on the Baltoro glacier was 
very miserable, and after eight walking 
days, ~hortly before Concordia, we were 
stuck m the heart of the glacier in heavy 
snowfall. For three successive nights and 
two days the porters froze beneath poor 
t~rp!luhn sh~lters, desperately praying and 
su~gm~ Bait! songs through the long night, 
sh1venng and moaning in the coldest morn
ing hours. But the people here know the 
misery of their land well. When food 
~ations almost ran out we pushed on, and 
m two days hungry rush, managed to dig 
our way through the deep snow to the far 
corner of the Abruzzi Glacier. Here at an 
altitude of 5100m, we set up our base camp 
on the morning of June 7th 1983. 

The place breathed emptiness. Even that 
remote and desolate spot was unusually 
deserted for the time of year. At Base Camp 
we_ met a Swiss expedition, but soon, 
whilst we were still acclimatizing, the Swiss 
moved on down to the foot of Broad Peak. 
We stayed on in the mountains totally 
alone for almost a whole month: just Jurek 
and me without anybody else to look at or 
talk to . The only voices were those of 
ech?ing avalanches, recalling a strange 
anxiety unknow~ on. the plains. 

Our first acchmatmng trip brought us 
over the Gasherbrum icefall and through 
the south cwm onto the Gasherbrum-La at 
6~00m, and further along the South-East 
Ridge to the summit of the distinctive snow 
pyramid at ar_ound 7200m. The snow spur 
of the pyramid was the test piece of our 
fortune. T~e snow was crncking appallingly 
and our mmds were devoid of any trace of 
resolution and confi~ence . We spend the 
third and the last night of our first trip 
perched on top of the pyramid. On the 
second acclimatizing trip we regained the 
pyramid and continued along the South
East R1dg~ to the distinctive point 7772m, 
clearly v1s1ble from Base Camp to the right 
of Gasherbrum 2. The night spend here 
accl1mat1zed us well before the final 
attempt on our first target - the Scuth-East 
Ridge of Gasherbrum 2. We did not 
establish any camps or gear dumps on the 

ridge except for the cache left on Gasher
brum La , where the climb proper begins. 
The final assault , though on partly recon
noitred terrain, preserved the features of 
an alpine style ascent. 

On June 29th we pushed on with the 
very long march from Base Camp to 
Gasherbrum La, and next day we climbed 
to 7400m. On the final day we traversed 
over point 7772m and after climbing the 
connecting ridge, reached the base of the 
summit cone of Gasherbrum 2 at 7700m. 
This is the junction with the original route. 
Here we left our rucksacks and after 
having a cup of tea, continued. By four 
o'clock with the wind picking up, we 
reached the short summit ridge and 
traversed onto the western side. Here the 
wind became a hurricane, threatening to 
sweep us off at any moment. Nailed down 
to the steep ice we fought our way through 
the gusts for the last few metres to the 
summit. 

The return to the eastern side came as a 
great relief. Next morning we set out from 
the bivouac at 7700m, descending the 
Original Route, which was totally un
known territory for us. During the night 
the weather deteriorated to a blizzard the 
wind slashing our faces with ice 'and 
plastering our goggles with snow. Visibility 
on the Moravec traverse was less than 
poor, down to ten metres at times. We 
were fortunate to find the top of the 
Moravec Spur in the storm, but after that 
the route finding became more obvious . 
Ten hours later we reached the South 
Gasherbrum Cwm, completing a very fine 
and long traverse of Gasherbrum 2. 

The days following our descent to Base 
Camp were the hardest of the trip. Totally 
alone and isolated on our moraine we 
suffered twenty days of very poor weather. 
The only company was a flock of ravens 
and feeding them every morning becam~ 
the high-point of those empty and dreary 
days. Our next objective was the virgin and 
very dangerous 2500 metres South-West 
Face of Hidden Peak (8068m). During bad 
days we had managed to transport our 15 
kg rucksacks to the base of the wall. Here 
we stood, stunned, as two huge ice avalan
ches swept down through the basin at the 
foot of our wall. Clouds of snow exploded 
upward for a thousand metres around the 
bordering western ridge. The memory of 
these two avalanches remained in our 
minds for long hours at Base Camp , 
conjuring up, horrifying visions, turning 
any trace of hope into fear. High on the 
wall lay mysterious snowfields and bar
riers, and three "unknowns" waiting for us. 
On July 18th came the first clearance and 
for the hundredth time we were alternately 
consumed by joy and anxiety . 

Next day, in the early hours , it was 
snowing again but surprisingly the day 
cleared up . Obviously the weather was 
improving. According to our schedule 

Opposite: The mixed spur of Point 7772m 
from the 02 East Ridge route. 
Photo: Kurtyka. 
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Top left: Jurek Kukuczka. 
Top Right: Voytek Kurtyka. 
Opposite Top: The S. W. Face of Gasherbrum I with the Polish 
Route and Bivouacs marked. The upper cross shows the point of 
retreat, and the lower cross the point at which the crampon was so 
miraculously found next day! 
Below: A view of the Polish teams remarkable traverse of 
Gasherbrum 2. Visible in the background from left to right are 
K2, Broad Peak, Gasherbrums 3 and 4. All Photos: Kurtyka . 

The Editor would like to express gratitude to the Japanese 
magazine The Iwa to Yuki for their help in bringing this article to 
press, and for the map reproduced at left. 
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these would be the final days of the 
expedition, with our porters due to arrive 
at Base Camp on the evening of the 20th. 
In the meantime, there would be nobody 
to look after the camp or to keep the 
porters there . Still, we decided to set out 
early on the morning of July 20th. I buried 
our money and passports in the moraine 
and on the biggest piece of paper I could 
find, drew a picture of Hidden Peak with 
two climbers on its face, and with arrows 
pointing to the summit, thus explaining our 
intention. I drew Base Camp at the bot
tom, with five porters coming to it and 
more arrows showing the kitchen ten to 
sleep in. Such was the message for the 
porters! 

At 3 a.m. we set out, and by daybreak 
we stook facing the deadly basin. A morn
ing silence hung in the huge ice barriers all 
around us. We switched off our brains and 
moved steadily into danger. Ten minutes 
later we emerged. At 1 p.m. after climbing 
for 1600 metres we tackled the first un
known - a traverse over a rocky rib onto 
the centre of the wall. This involved 40 
metres of badly protected climbing over 
very steep rock of grade V plastered with 
thin, wet snow. By evening, three metres 
of rock remained unclimbed. Cutting out 
an icy platform for the bivouac drained 
away our remaining energy. 

Next morning we finally emerged onto a 
sun flooded face of ice and rock. We put 
away the rope and climbed carefully for 
300 metres on mixed ground of grade 3, 
again covered with powder snow and de-
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mantling from us extreme care. The weath
er was wonderful, and a great silence lay 
beneath the dazzling sun. At noon we 
stood hesitantly in the permeating heat 
below the second unknown - the vast 
snowfields of the serac zone. We tested the 
snow timidly; it was very bad, in places 
frightening; bottomless, but for no reason 
the fear passed away and we trustfully 
tunneled our way through it. Only once I 
felt helpless and defenceless, and then a 
pair of friendly ravens sailed smoothly 
abov~ me ?t over 7000 metres, playing in 
the au, their black almost motionless wings 
glistening in the sun. I understood then, 
that ravens felt the same sense of freedom 
that people do. After winding our way up 
through the serac barrier we found a 
bivouac site at 7400m. Next day, 22nd July, 
we hoped to reach the summit. 

We arose at 2 a.m. and at 5.30 emerged 
from the tent. The calm valleys were still 
plunged in gloom, the bluish cold falling 
over us from a pale sky. High over the 
snowfield, the third unknown awaited us -
the rocky summit 'crone'. There were 
three alternative ways to climb it. Making 
our mind up was almost painful. After half 
an hour of arguing and indecision we 
headed a bit to the right and aimed high to 
the South Ridge, but without much confi
dence. Soon we touched rock, but after 
one pitch it was clear we wouldn't get over 
it before dusk, so we quickly changed our 
minds and tried another variation a bit 
higher. It would go, but also threatened a 
very later retreat. At around 3 p.m . we 

Left: On the East Ridge of Gasherbrum 2. 
Opposite Page: On the South West Face of 
Gasherbrum I. Photos: Kurtyka. 

helplessly turned back. On the first abseil I 
heard Jurek cursing in Polish and noticed 
out of the corner of my eye, one of my 
crampons disappearing down between the 
rocks. I said "Oh God". Jurek was still 
cursing and swearing, it was over 2500 
metres down to the valley. Carefully, 
partly belayed, we climbed back down to 
our bivouac. 

The prospects of a descent next day was 
horrifying. I could hardly contemplate 
down-climbing, with just one crampon, 
over a hundred metres of slippery rock and 
ice. I seemed so bad in fact that I decided, 
next day, to carry on up regardless. We 
chose another, seemingly more reasonable 
variation, this time a little lower on the 
South Ridge. Another early start. After 
half an hour I heard the familiar and 
joyous cursing of Jurek, and instantly knew 
it was good news. He had found my 
crampon! Unbelievably, 500m below the 
unfortunate abseil, it had caught in the soft 
snow exactly on our tiny trail! Soon we 
reached the South Ridge, which unex
pectedly provided much unroped and pret
ty steep grade HI rock climbing. 

Above 8000m, while traversing the pre
cipitous and dangerous rocks towards the 
east, I was beset by doubts about the 
direction of our climb. Suddenly I noticed, 
amid the snow, a small man burdened with 
a heavy rucksack. He was heading to the 
west. This disturbed me. 

"Hello friend, you are going the wrong 
way", I said. 

The motionless rocky shape in the snow 
expressed some ominous and unreserved 
resoluteness. 

The devil! Perhaps he 's right! He was 
bending, quite positively, his big dead 
steps towards the west. 

"Hello, Jurek!" - I shouted for his help. 
But Jurek, unyielding and not to be 

deceived by the stony liar climbed straight 
up, high above me. I smiled and thought 
admiringly of him. "He's too good for the 
tricky gnome." 

By 7.30 p.m. we were on the summit. 
When I looked down over the rotting 

mountains of Sinkiang to the distant snowy 
hills I sensed a vague but familiar affinity 
to something great and enormously calm. I 
could never track it down, or identify it 
inside me , and this time it remained 
shapeless as well. I felt this affinity intense
ly, though I couldn't see more than red
dish, distant mountains, motionless gla
ciers and clouds silently coming up the 
valleys . 

After descending to our tent the weather 
broke, and it started snowing. We burned 
the last of the gas and ate the last slice of 
bread, so next day we simply had to reach 
Base Camp, and we did: at midnight! 

The porters were still deliberating 
dubiously over my drawing. 

Summary: An account of the highly suc
cessful Polish Alex MacIntyre Memorial 
Expedition to the Gasherbrums, compris
ing Voytek Kurtyka and Jurek Kukuczka . 
June/July 1983 . 





GEAR 
edited by Dave Durkan 

The delay in publishing the Gear column has 
been due, in part, to the overwhelming re
sponse from a number of producers. Also, the 
amount of information received on broken 
equipment has cast us in the role of middle
men; during the last six months we have 
handled over thirty complaints, and in cases of 
dispute, have acted as final arbitrators. In 
addition , we have negotiated with DAV to 
receive their reports, and to publish their find
ings in future articles. 

The DAV report on ice-screws in Mountain 94 
sparked off much debate. One criticism was that 
Mountain had not published the performance 
values of the different models: i.e. performance 
when being placed/removed, ice sticking in the 
tubes, size of eye etc. 

True. We did not publish a comparison report 
on handling, and basically the screws were 
tested for strength on summer glacier ice. To 
gain an objective view of performance a wider 
spectrum of ice types and a greater temperature 
range would be required. This was outside the 
scope of the DAV test. 

Another comment was that too few screws 
were tested, so the sample results could not be 
taken as Gospel. The Norwegian ONT made 
bench tests of three of the models, and their 
results show that the better models may bend, 
but NO breakages were reported . The value of 
such reports as the DAV and the ONT is that the 
consumer is more aware of safety boundaries, 
potential performance values, and the manufac
turer of their responsibilities. 

Gear Failures 
The Cassin "loose-arm" ice screws that we 

tested suffered badly. The arm cut into the main 
tube of the screw, and jammed solid . Attempts 
to loosen it resulted in breakage. A detrimental 
headline to this effect was averted by a quick 
word with the U.K. agent, and chat with the 
Cassin team. The problem has been solved by 
increasing the arm thickness from 3mm to 
4mm. 

At the Munich show I bumped into Pit 
Schubert, "You've seen the Cassin screws?" I 
asked. "Yes, they are O.K. now." He too had 
tested and broken the original type. "The prob
lem now is with the Elite Snarg Ice Tube, it is 
breaking at 550 KP!" "But you recommended it 
in Mountain 94." "Yes, but that was the 82/83 
production run, the 83/84 series is snapping, 
look here." 

The cross section of the screws that the DAV 
had tested, showed that one side of the screw 
was thick metal, and the other paper thin. "We 
have problems." So German climbers beware 
of the Elite Snarg. 

If this sort of thing can happen over a period 
of twelve months, what has happened to re
sponsible production and quality control? Pit 
Schubert promised to test the screws again, 
and make the results available for publication. 

Whereas Chouinard, Lowe, and some Salewa 
screws rated highly, some Camp, Simond and 
Marwa screws came out badly. We were caught 
in the dilemma of having to sternly criticise 
firms which advertise in Mountain. A positive 
response from Simond and Camp straightened 
things out. Both companies are submitting new 
production runs, and Camp have withdrawn all 
their Snarg stock from the market. Jeff Lowe, 
who was less than pleased at his name being 
associated with the Camp product in the DAV 
report, has initiated a new programme of 
quality control, and design modifications. 

Orazio Codega and Claudio Villa from Camp 
also responded positively to the criticism of the 
bamboo shafted Zero axe in Mountain 93. The 
model will continue in production, but without 
the hole in the spike. In the same issue, we 
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noted that Lowe Hummingbirds suffered from a 
loose Alpine Blade. This problem has been 
resolved with completely new tooling; the 
blade slots right into the head, and the fasten
ing screw is inserted from above instead of 
from the side. 

The hit-list is endless, but quality controls are 
being improved generally, and the flow of 
information is two-way with most problems 
being solved between producers, and indi
viduals concerned. 

Titanium Ice Screws 

The loose arm design is also popular with 
Eastern-Bloc climbers and the material normal
ly used is Titanium. This metal is considered 
lighter, harder and stronger than that used by 
Cassin. Of the six we tried, no breakages 
occurred but some irritation was experienced 
with placement and removal due to the loose 
eye piece. It is worth noting that virtually all 
these pieces are made by one of the lads on an 
engineering line in some tractor factory. Where 
no quality controls are applied to climbing gear 
manufacture a dozen variations can appear 
from the same source. However, they are 
cheap, lightweight alternatives and climbers 
visiting Poland and Czechoslovakia do keep 
returning with sacks full of them (shades of Tim 
Lewis!). 
Pirates 

Well we are seeing funny things, like Friends 
that are not Friends being produced in Korea 
and in Spain. At this stage of the game, where 
this old man is still shaky about things that 
move in the cracks, I'll stay with "Made in 
England". 

Other Pirates are perhaps not so suspect as 
far as safety, but they are getting up the noses 
of the innovators. 

Ed Leeper, the conscience of the moun
taineering manufacturing world, has always 
been one of my favourite personalities. Never 
afraid to jump on inadequacies in other peo
ple's products or his own. Last year he ran a 
series of adverts in the American climbing press 
about the big bag manufacturers (Salewa) pro
ducing an exact copy of his nut extraction tool. 
He'd rath.er price them out than take out a 
patent. So his 1983 prices have been rock 
bottom, to the point where the competition has 
virtually left the field. The problem here is that 
Ed cannot produce enough nut extractors to 
satisfy the market. So while being in sympathy 
with his philosophy, I think we have to allow 
someone else into the field. 

There are alternatives, notably from Clog, 
Wild Country and Forrest. The Clog model is 
stiff, and there is no hole to clip a karabiner into. 
(However, Ron Fawcett is now technical consul
tant to Clog and should help them get their act 
together). The Wild Country model is also too 
stiff and cumbersome, whilst the Forrest model 
(which we have, in fairness, not tried) looks like 
a cocktail stirrer. So yes, Leeper rules supreme, 
if you can get one. 
Friend of a Friend 

To quote from Ed Leeper 
'It's hard to resist all the cute phrases you can 

use to hype a Friend extractor. " For only $11 
would you leave a Friend behind?" That kind of 
thing.' 

Outwardly the Friend of a Friend looks like a 
hypodermic syringe with a claw. It is intended 
to assist in the removal of Friends that are 
sitting too far back in a crack to be reached with 
the fingers, or those that have been jammed too 
tight. By securing the Friend's trigger, and 
pressuring the stem, a greater force can be 
placed on the cams so they retract fully. The 
channel construction of its shaft holds the stem 

of the Friend and lets you guide and wiggle it 
out, all with one hand. 

Ed goes on to say : 
"I should mention the competition . It's al

ways nice when someone is selling an inferior 
product for three and half times as much. 
Sunshine Climbing Equipment may modify 
their design so you don't have to cut the sling 
off a Friend to use their Climbers Pal Extractor. 
And maybe they'll increase the stroke so you 
can fully retract any size of Friend. 

Buy soon. Sunshine is getting a patent, and 
has the idea of putting me out of business. 
Fortunately it won't be easy for them, since we 
both developed our designs independently at 
the same time. But if they are prepared to spend 
massive amounts of money on patent lawyers, 
strange things can happen. And climbers will 
pay for it all in the retail price. Buy Friend of a 
Friend now while you can, and let Sunshine 
know what you think of this nonsense." 

Here again, Ed has production problems, so it 
will be a time before these "useful" additions 
will be generally available. They will probably 
not become standard gear, but having one to 
each crag or club might be a good idea for 
starters. 

We tried to contact Sunshine Climbing Equip
ment about the Climbers Pal but the address we 
received was vague. However we did talk to 
Roger Withers at Wild Country, who has used 
both, and regards Ed's Friend of a Friend as an 
excellent tool and a useful supplement, but he 
considered the Climbers Pal to be a "non
starter". We also talked to Michael O'Donnell, 
and he rates the Sunshine model. 

Wild Country 
Staying with them, and their 84 brochure. 

This really is a collector's piece with good 
layout and photos and useful bits of info. In 
reply to all those questions GEAR has been 
receiving on "how do I oil my Friends?" - the 
answer is "Spray the moving parts every few 
months with a penetrating lubricant such as 
WD40 ... don't use oil". 

Their new brochure has an article headed 
Climbing Power by Ray Jardine, which I man
aged to grasp after only three readings. 

Once you have received the message, then it 
is easy to understand why this article on 
training mind and muscle is guaranteed to 
stimulate the physique-conscious habituees of 
the Jane Fonda Gyms, and Pete's Eats. 

In addition to Rocks and their Micro Rocks, 
Wild Country now have HB nuts. These have a 
radical design, a sort of transverse taper, that 
many potential users will be highly sceptical 
about at first. The larger sizes have a cut away 
groove, similar to the old Campbell chocks. A 
Rock with a Campbell chock groove in the outer 
curve, would certainly expand the range of 
placements of this specific design. 

Wild Country have also joined the Punk 
jewellery brigade, with an 18mm long Friend 
constructed from solid (hallmarked) silver. 
These Silver Friends will probably not receive 
UIAA recognition, and we notice that the manu
facturer has not placed ready sewn slings on 
them. 'Hang one from your ear to fine tune your 
balance.' 
Las Vegas Trade Show 

There were a number of brochures and lines 
which deserve a mention . Chouinard always 
produces the brochure by which all others are 
judged, and the shot of Charlie Fowler on Crack 
Wars should be a poster (anyone listening?), as 
should the unrelenting Sphinx Crack, a mere 
5.13. But it is equipment we are looking at, not 
hard core climbing photos. Rurps have come a 
long way since 1960; someone added a wire 



loop. Super Long Dongs (see piece on Ed 
Leeper) are a walk back in the time capsule, but 
Northwa/1-X looks good, if only I could use it. 
The nice one here was the Ice Axe Leash, a 
quote, "The secret of climbing vertical ice is to 
plan your moves ahead, have a good technique 
and be securely tied into your tools so you can 
hang from bone, not muscle." This was for me, 
not having the ability to plan ahead, rubbish 
technique. Limited muscle, but lots of bone. My 
contention with ice is, "that anyone given the 
right tools, and enough ice, can climb ice." Well 
the Leash should help other handicapped clim
bers. 

Then he did it. A few years ago Chouinard 
was talking about his bad back, the standard 
excuse for getting old and a decline in stan
dards. Well he is putting his gear where his 
mouth is, and selling Tumpline. This must be 
the sales coup of the year. It is basically the 
headband used by portes in Nepal, sold to be 
used separately or in addition to your rucksack 
straps. 

Lastly, Chouinard features a Forearm Trainer, 
which is a rubber ring that you squeeze as you 
are "cruising down the freeway" . Well I've been 
selling them in my shop for years, but we called 
them dog rings, and puppies and climbers alike 
will derive many hours of pleasure from them. 

Edel rid also have a nice brochure this year, as 
do Mammut, with a few hot rock essays. 
Adventure 16 is very business like, and they 
feature THE SLIDER. Remember Friends, well, 
the Slider is : "The first truly revolutionary idea 
in versatile stopper protection. This amazing 
nut utilizes a malleable silver coated reverse 
wedge to assure bombproof protection in pre
viously "nut-resistant" spots. Ingeniously de
signed to protect thin parallel sided cracks, the 
nut slider is truly the state of the art protection. 
The set of four spans an amazing gap from 
5/16" to 11/16". Now you can rack a complete 
set of mechanical protection pieces for radical 
versatility." 

Remember the trouble you had with getting 
Friends out, well do not forget your nut extrac
tor with sliders. They sit like squatters, but as 
with Friends, getting to know them may be part 
of their charm. 

MSR are hanging their stove from a high bivvi 
extender, a nice development. Mountain Mas
ters has THE front cover of 1984, and a pirate 
copy of the Yeti gaitor. Looks like every one is 
into ripping off the innovators. Looking into the 
Royal Robbins brochure showed another nut 
extractor, and it looks good, called the Ruhl 
Tool, also lots of real T-Shirts, that should 
quash a few high ideals of climbers. 

Highlighting my deep ignorance, a Blue Wa
ter brochure showed that they did not just make 
ropes for cavers, but climbers too. Also harnes
ses. Jeff Lowe used the ropes but then he uses 
Tri-cams, and this equipment editor can't even 
understand the things. (Jeff has threatened to 
take me climbing, to get my Tricam act 
together). 

So a quick visit into the Lowe stand (free 
beers: the secret is out). They have a new 
kingfisher blue boot called, you guessed it, 
Humming Bird. It is made in Korea, but don't 
knock it, as Lowe have full control of materials, 
production and quality control. Clever guys 
these Koreans. In addition the Lowe team have 
produced a new adjustable back system for 
rucksacks, called the Torso Trac, and looks 
good on initial inspection. As I do some consul
tancy work for one of the competition I did not 
ask for one testing, but they are sending one 
anyway. We may hear more from this up and 
coming family of aspiring climbers. 

Lastly, Wilderness Experience, a fun 

Friend Extractors: Friend of a Friend (right), Climbers Pal (left). 

brochure, with some great articles, is worth a 
mention. 
Characters in Las Vegas 

Around the show, I bumped into the legen
dary Fred Becky, who was working on a series 
of backpacking shoes from Wolverene. 

Also, Al Burgess, who was fixing gear for his 
proposed post monsoon trip to Lhotse Shar, 
with brother Aid, Paul Moores and Michael 
O'Donnell. He was raving about the new Ultra
lite sleeping mat from Thermarest. "It weighs 
nothing, and if you place a thin layer of cheap 
closed foam cell in each of the snow caves, then 
each climber can move with bag and mat 
between camps." They will also be taking some 
packs of herbs called WarmFeet that are on the 
American market. You guessed it, it helps keep 
the feet warm. Michael, who has lost his share 
of toes, will be controlling the testing and we 
will receive a full report for next year, on these 
and other similar heat aids and medicines. 

Paul Seddon of Troll Products caused the 
sensation of the Show by ordering a round of 
beers for the lads (all 30 of them), before he 
realised what he'd done. However sales of Troll 
harnesses were up, with special interest from 
the various strip shows, with an eye on bon
dage scenes. A few ice axes were planted in the 
competition backs as tempers frayed, and a 
good time was had by all in Las Vegas. 
Boot of The Year .. . 

In Mountain 92, in What We Did on Our 
Holidays, Jerry Moffatt wrote: 

'Moonbeams ... this was really exciting ... it 
made Baby Ape (5.12b) seem easy ... Bachar 
lent me his new Spanish rock boots which had 
superb friction, and would allow me to push off 
my feet better. John had known this earlier, but 
wouldn't lend them to me before his successful 
ascent, even though I offered to buy him a 
meal.' 

Fires come in two models, are made in Spain, 
and people have been paying a lot more than a 
meal for them. The story goes of a Gritstone 
climber taking a package holiday to Spain, 
buying sixty pairs, persuading the tourists in his 
package group to smuggle five pairs each 
through customs, and selling them off. Nice 
one. 

Fire are not the only molten boots on the 
market. The Berhault special in its distinctive 

black and yellow has been gracing virtually all 
the European magazines this last year (along 
with the HanWag). The ankle height of the boot 
is restrictive and will probably disturb some 
climbers, but the producer San Marco assured 
us that they will be lowering the ankle area. 
Plus, they intend to stiffen the leather by adding 
a backing material. This is a questionable move, 
as it would alter the present snug fit. A slight 
stiffening is also planned in the sole area near 
the toe, which is probably a good move. 

They are working (Top Secret) on a new 
'second skin' boot that should be available in 
limited numbers in Italy during the middle of 
the 1984 season, and on an international basis 
for 1985. This looks good, a cross between a 
ballet slipper and a disco boot. It has a nice light 
maroon colour leather upper, which should be a 
winner in its own right. Watch this space, as we 
are getting the prototypes. 

A number of complaints came in about the 
popular HanWag Crack Special; the uppers 
were falling apart! We approached HanWag, 
and they agreed that a problem existed. The 
heel area of the boot has now been redesigned, 
and the number of stitch points reduced. When 
asked "What about Fire?", the reply was in 
keeping with their role of master boot-makers. 
"Fire are an interesting development, and the 
friction is as good as our new Slick. However, 
when talking about comfort, and especially 
edging qualities, the Slick is in a class of its 
own." A dozen or so top German climbers are 
very enthusiastic about the new Slick model, so 
as a smear boot you can edge with, it must be a 
top candidate for 1984. 

Walking in Space 
Fire must not be underestimated, they will 

reduce the difficulty of some climbs, with one 
certain advantage: superior friction. Superior 
friction to any other boot known to date, that is, 
but as the big producers are melting down their 
supplies of rubber to produce a new magic 
composition, so some manufacturers will resist 
the impulse to jump on the bandwagon. 

A change in technique will arise due to 
guaranteed contact, and the number of clim
bers doing progressively harder routes will 
spiral. The next Gear column will examine the 
development and implications of the new rub
ber technology. 

4."i 
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Dave Roberts and Alaska -An Appreciation by Gary Speer 

On the North American 
continent, Alaska's mountai'."ls 
hold a special place in the hearts 
of climbers. Though McKinley is 
the highest and most well known, 
the Alaska range abounds in 
alpine treasures for those willing 
to seek them out. From the great 
granite walls of the Cathedral 
Spires to the massive faces of 
Huntington and Hunter, Alaska 
offers an abundance of variety. 
Perhaps no other one person was 
more responsible for exploring 
the possibilities of Alaskan 
alpinism than David Roberts. 
Roberts' contribution to North 
American climbing and mountain 
literature has been prolific. From 
the 1963 Harvard route on 
McKinley's Wickersham Wall to 
the 1974 first ascent of Mt. 
Dickey's east face, Roberts has 
been an eager exponent of new 
possibilities in Alaskan alpinism. 
In 1965 he climbed Mt. 
Huntington's west face with three 
Harvard friends - Matt Hale, Ed 
Bernd and Don Jensen. Their 
success and the tragic death of 
Ed Bernd during the descent was 
the subject of his first book The 
Mountain of My Fear. Although 
Roberts retrospectively views the 
book as "philosophically 
weighty" and "overwritten", it 
was well-received in the climbing 
community and brought praise 
from such literary figures as W.H. 
Auden. 

The year prior to Huntington, 
Roberts went to the Hayes Range 
with Don Jensen (who had been 
on the Wickersham expedition) to 
make an audacious two-man 
attempt on the unclimbed east 
ridge of Mt. Deborah. The pair 
failed but the resulting book 
Deborah: A Wilderness 
Narrative, was a candid essay on 
the psychology of interpersonal 
relations under stress. 
Jensen was killed in a 1973 
cycling accident in Scotland 
where he was a visiting 
mathematics lecturer. In the 1974 
American Alpine Journal, 
Roberts wrote a poignant 
obituary: "He survived getting 
avalanched out of Damnation 
Gully on Mount Washington, 
when he broke a shoulder-blade; 
the collapse of Odells Gully when 
he sank into water up to his waist 
and nearly got washed over the 
lip; four serious crevasse falls on 
Deborah; a concussion on 
Huntington; bronchitis the 
second time on Deborah - only to 
die absurdly, cycling on his way 
to work." 

Despite his failure on Deborah 
and Ed Bernd's death on 
Huntington Roberts continued to 
return to Alaska intent on 
discovering new and untouched 
jewels. Alaska's mountains were 
ripe to be picked. Roberts' 
visionary talent led him to the 
plums. 
The Cathedral Spires were next 
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on his list. In September of 1966, 
Roberts and four others flew into 
the Kichatnas and made the firs1 
ascents of five peaks, including 
Kichatna Spire. 
In the 1980 Edition of Ascent, 
Mike Graber described the 
Cathedral Spires: "within an area 
of twenty square miles, there are 
over a dozen faces higher than 
Yosemite's El Capitan ... the area 
is not a paradise, however, for its 
remoteness and abysmal 
weather make the nature of the 
climbing extremely serious." 
Comparisons with Patagonia's 
huge granite spires seem 
inevitable. But, from Roberts' 
point of view, the greatest 
excitement was found in the role 
of explorer to these untouched 
mountains. 

"By 1966," he says, "I felt as if a 
certain part of Alaska 'belonged' 
to me. As it would turn out, I 
climbed in the state every year 
from 1963 to 1974. But while my 
first three expeditions had been 
to mountains that had been 
climbed before, starting with the 
Cathedral Spires in 1966 I shifted 
my focus to unclimbed peaks in 
ranges that had barely been 
explored. There is no getting 
around the fact that making the 
first ascent of a difficult 
wilderness mountain is perhaps 
the most gratifying deed in 
mountaineering." 
In 1967, Roberts was in the 
Revelations and attempted, 
among other peaks, the Angel 
with Matt Hale. The weather 
thwarted their efforts. Nearly two 
months seems a long time to 
spend in desperate weather but 
as Matt Hale points out, 
determination is a characteristic 
stamp of Roberts' climbs. 
"If he sets his mind on a route," 
Hale says, "he gets very 
committed to succeeding." 
His commitment to Alaska was 
demonstrated again in 1968 
when Roberts and party made 13 
first ascents in the Brooks Range. 
And in 1971, he and Ed Ward 
made the first ascent of Shot 
Tower in the Arrigetch. Once 
more Roberts demonstrated his 
implied premise that the best 
climbing was not necessarily on 
the highest mountains, but in the 
joy and excitement of new routes 
on untouched mountains in 
virgin ranges. 

But of all his "firsts" in Alaska, it 
will arguably be Huntington, the 
Kichatnas and Dickey for which 
he is most strongly remembered. 
His climbs stand out for his 
exceptional ability to identify the 
best routes on the most 
intriguing peaks. Also, both Ed 
Ward and Matt Hale agree that 
Roberts possessed a strong 
"spirit of exploration". 
"So much of it was exploratory -
finding the area on the map, 
figuring out old books, old 
photographs; or maybe getting 

Dave Roberts on Mount Dickey. 
Photo: Galen Rowell/High and Wild Photography. 

help from Washburn," says Hale. 
Galen Rowell, who was with 
Roberts and Ed Ward on the first 
ascent of Mt. Dickey's east face, 
remembers those Washburn 
photos. 
"The last day on the route we 
thought we were lost," Rowell 
says. "I was trying to find my way 
by routefinding on the mountain 
and Dave was trying to use the 
Washburn photograph that was 
crumpled up in his pocket. I 
couldn't relate to just relying on 
that photo." 
Rowell added that, on that final 
day, Roberts' climbing was 
superb. 
"He led what was the crux up 
high on the face that day. It was a 
really rotten, almost vertical 
section of rock covered with 
verglass. He kept his crampons 
on and just disappeared into the 
mist. He did a fantastic job 
leading." 
Certainly the most publicized 
Roberts ascent has been 
Huntington. Initially in the public 
eye because of Bernd's death, but 
in later years due to its highly 
regarded aesthetics and because 
it possessed, in Roberts' words, 
"a quality common to only a few 
mountains in the world, a 
sculptured frailty too savage for 
any sculptors hand ... " 
Lionel Terray, leader of the 
French team who first climbed 

Mt. Huntington, had seriously 
doubted whether the west face 
would ever be climbed. 
"Our climb made international 
news so Terray heard about it in 
the French press," Matt Hale 
says. "He wrote Washburn a 
letter to ask him ifthis could 
possibly be true and raised 
questions about the likelihood of 
anybody climbing the face - let 
alone a bunch of unknown 
college kids. Washburn wrote 
him back in support of our climb. 
But Terray died in a climbing 
accident before he ever received 
the letter." 
In a recent interview Roberts, 
who has great passion for the 
mountains, spoke of one of the 
paradoxes of climbing: "Another 
way in which I conceive of the 
paradox of climbing is in terms of 
the horror of the domestic. 
Climbers are bohemian slobs, we 
have a vital stake in fleeing the 
suburban menage, we hate nine
to-five jobs and we are seldom 
good at making or saving money. 
So when lap dogs and life 
insurance threaten to close in, we 
get out our gear and go off to find 
another nordwand. But nothing 
makes bourgeois comfort more 
appealing than five straight days 
in a tent. We vacillate 
neurotically. 
When you think about it, it's quite 
bizarre that lay people find 



climbing so inspirational, so 
character-building. The essence 
of the activity is absurd, almost 
Dadaist. One climbs most routes 
so that one will never have to 
climb them again. Imagine if 
ballet dancers felt the same way 
about their art." 
Despite these candid revelations, 
Roberts, as much as any living 
writer, has explored and helped 
explain the powerful, intensely 
personal emotions that send us 
scrambling toward the heavens. 
"As mountaineers, we may be 
artists of a certain sort. Visual 
artists, in the first place, whose 
challenge is to see the route 
where laymen see only cliffs and 
ledges. As mountaineers, we are 
also devout pilgrims, spending 
weeks in the rites of adoration 
that planning an expedition 
requires, hours in numb worship 
on the glacier below the 
mountain, staring through 
binoculars and cameras. On the 
climb itself we become athletes -
the long-distance kind -
summoning up the stoic virtues 
of patience and self-denial in lieu 
of the clever and flashy antics of 
our brethren on local crags. We 
may, in a quite limited sense - a 
sense the nineteenth century 
would have seen as perversely 
overspecialized - be explorers." 
Since the 1974 Mt. Dickey climb 
Roberts has risen to new heights 
in the literary world but less so on 
mountains. 
"For one," he says, "I was getting 
very serious about writing and 
wanted to devote myself to it. 
Also, I was sick of teaching 
climbing (at Hampshire College 
in Amherst, Massachusetts 
where he was professor of 
English Literature) and was 
getting burned out at trivial 
levels. Top-roping and dragging 
beginners up 5.3's was getting 
old." 
After a pause Roberts adds, "It 
also has to do with my 
appreciating life better." 
Roberts turned 40 in June and 
though he still keeps himself in 
good physical condition, he no 
longer has the physical prowess 
nor the "dare-devil" mentality he 
had when he began climbing as a 
teenager. He admits there is no 
reason why climbers can't be 
avid participants in the sport after 
age 40 but Roberts says "the 
sadness comes with denying that 
their standards are slipping." 
Since he gave up teaching 
literature at Hampshire College, 
Roberts has turned his full 
attention to writing. Just as there 
has never been a question as to 
the excellence and boldness of 
Roberts' climbing, so there has 
never been a dispute about his 
literary skill. He is, it could be 
argued, America's foremost 
outdoor writer. He presently 
writes for over 25 magazines and 
is a contributing editor to Outside 
and Ultrasport. Though he travels 
on assignment a great deal, he 
maintains residence in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts with 
Sharon, his wife for over 15 
years. 
It is easy to appreciate Roberts' 
literary style. His own successful 
exploits he approaches with cool 
modesty and vivid, powerful 
narratives. He learned a great 
deal, he claims, from the "ironic 
Brits", especially Tilman, about 
leaving one's ego on the summit 
and not on the published page. 
Things have changed since David 
Roberts went on his first 
expedition to Alaska in 1963. In 
that year, only a handful of 
parties attained McKinley's 
summit. Twenty years later, over 
700 climbers attempted the peak, 
a jigsaw puzzle has been made 
out of the Cathedral Spire's 
Middle Triple Peak, and the bush 
pilot's landing strip on the 
Kahiltna Glacier has been only 
half-facetiously referred to as 
"Kahiltna International". 
Still, simply because of Alaska 's 
vastness, the state retains much 
of the mystique of an unexplored 
wilderness. There are hundreds, 
if not thousands, of smaller, 
unnamed peaks that have not 
been climbed in the lesser known 
areas of the Brooks Range, the 
Arrigetch, and the Revelations. 
One can't help believing that 
somewhere in North America 
there is a young man with David 
Roberts' penchant for 
exploration. Maybe he has read 
one of Roberts' essays, studied 
Washburn's photos, or has 
discovered a map of Alaska in a 
dusty back room of the city 
library. With the intensity that 
characterizes youthful passion, 
his eyes light up as he traces a 
line up what otherwise appears 
as an inhospitable wall of ice and 
rock. And, like the young David 
Roberts, he knows that Alaska's 
mountains hold special meaning. 

Naomi Uemura -
The Lost Samurai 
In an extraordinary three-page 
celebration (in The Spectator) of 
the Japanese explorer
mountaineer Naomi Uemura, 
who was recently lost on 
McKinley, Murray Sayle recalled 
how, after trekking alone to the 
North Pole in 1978, Uemura's 
name was put forward for a new 
Japanese decoration. The 
People's Ho~our Award. Tokyo 
bureaucrats gave the proposal 
the thumbs down. Uemura, they 
decided, had not done enough 
to earn such an award. They 
gave it instead to a baseball 
player who, though relatively 
undistinguished and unknown 
outside Japan, was preferred 
because he was a good team 
player, had never left his home
country, and did not consort 
with foreigners. Moreover, he 
had made a lot of money for the 
politically powerful bosses of 
the Japanese baseball industry. 
Uemura was altogether 
different. His love of mountains -
or more properly of wild places -

first manifested itself when ne 
was at Tokyo's Meiji University 
studying agriculture. He joined 
the university climbing club and 
in 1964 was invited to take part 
in an expedition to Cho Oyu II. 
He had already decided he 
wanted to work his way around 
the world, climbing the highest 
mountains as he went, so when 
he left university he set off with 
his worldly wealth in his pocket, 
some 100dollars! He went first 
to California, then to Europe. In 
1966 he climbed Mont Blanc 
alone and later that year 
Kilimanjaro, also alone. Over the 
next few years he added solo 
ascents of Aconcagua and Mt. 
Sanford (Alaska) and by way of 
contrast, and justifying (should 
he need to) his adventure-tag, 
rafted 3,700-miles down the 
Amazon . Alone, naturally. 
In 1969 Uemura was invited to 
join a Japanese expedition 
making the first reconnaissance 
of the Southwest Face of 
Everest. He climbed on that 
occasion to a height of 8014m, 
just below the Rock Band. The 
next year he reached the summit 
with Teruo Matsura by the South 
Col Route, and that autumn 
made the first ever solo ascent 
of Mt. McKinley. With that, he 
had become the first man to 
make ascents of the highest 
mountains in five continents. 
(He had ambitions to add Mt. 
Kosciusko in Australia and 
Vinson in Antarctica and so wrap 
up all seven continents. 
Kosciusko was unlikely to pose 
much of a problem since it 
presented no climbing 
difficulties, but Vinson would be 
more of a challenge. As it 
happened, the Falklands War 
interrupted his plans for that.) 
It was in 1971 that Uemura 
became widely known to 
western mountaineers when he 
joined Norman Dyhrenfurth's 
unfortunate International 
Everest Expedition. During the 
final stages of the expedition 
when Whillans and Haston were 
sitting it out in the top camp 
hoping for the appalling 
conditions to ease, they were 
only able to do so because of the 
loyal support given them by 
Uemura and his compatriot Ito 
who uncomplainingly ferried up 
supplies. 
At this stage Uemura's attention 
veered away from mountains in 
favour of polar wastes. He spent 
the next few years mastering all 
aspects of polar travel. He lived 
for a year with an Eskimo group 
in the Canadian Arctic, hunting 
with them and learning dog
handling. He felt a great kinship 
with their way of life which very 
much fitted his own ideas. He 
never found it easy to learn 
languages, but did manage to 
pick up a smattering of Inuit. On 
his solo journeys he would wear 
Eskimo clothes, drive an Eskimo 
sledge, eat raw seal meat. He 
travelled 2000 miles along the 

Naomi Uemura, lost on Mt. 
McKinley. Photo: John Cleare. 
coast of Greenland before 
making the 7500 mile journey 
from Greenland to Alaska. Then 
he made what was perhaps his 
most famous trip, from 
Ellesmere Island to the North 
Pole with a dog team. After than 
came a lesser known but 
perhaps even more incredible 
journey, the traverse north to 
south across the mountainous 
heart of Greenland. 
In 1979 he visited Britain to 
receive the Valour in Sport 
award; he travelled in Tibet and 
China, attempted Everest again 
in winter, but failed, and then felt 
ready for a solo trip across 
Antarctica, taking in an ascent of 
Mt. Vinson. His dogs were flown 
from Greenland to Argentina 
and he was poised to leave Cape 
Horne when the war intervened. 
His permit was cancelled, nor 
could he obtain another after 
hostilities ceased. It was then he 
decided to make a winter ascent 
on McKinley. He would adapt 
polar techniques for the task and 
haul his minimal stores and 
equipment with him on a small 
sledge, sleeping in snow holes. 
He is known to have reached the 
summit on February 12th and 
was seen again on the 16th, 
descending around 17,000 feet, 
but then the whole of North 
America was struck by ferocious 
and unprecedented bad 
weather. Uemura was never 
seen again. Climbers from his 
old university of Meiji searched 
in vain. They found various vital 
items such as sleeping bag, fuel 
and clothing, but no trace of the 
lone explorer. He was 42. 
His friend Takashi Tachibana 
remarked that if at first he 
seemed un-Japanese by his habit 
habit of solo-adventuring, in fact 
by setting himself the hardest of 
goals, just like the Samurai 
warriors of old, Uemura was in 
fact quintessentially Japanese. 
"I think" Tachibana said "that 
Uemura has proved to the world 
that Japanese have an 
individuality while still keeping 
their traditional spirit." 
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LETTERS Bridwell Replies ... 

Curiouser and Curiouser 
from Jim Bridwell 

Sir, 
I would like to clarify the 
circumstances surrounding the 
theft of equipment after our 
ascent of Zenyatta Mondatta. We, 
Peter, Charlie and myself arrived 
at Deg nan's Deli to celebrate ou r 
new El Cap route with some 
champagne. W e could pick up th e 
two bags w e pitched afterwards. 
At Deg nan's we saw Scott Cole 
and Zappa Dave. They talked with 
Peter and Charlie, with whom 
they were more famil ia r, 
presumably about the climb. Dave 
and Scott were fixing pitches on 
the Tangerine Trip. A route which 
is immediately left of our new 
route. They said they had seen 
our two bags land and knew 
approximately where they were. 
The two of them had come to buy 
some beer while Scott Backes, the 
third member of their group, had 
stayed at the base of El Cap to 
watch their gear. After a short 
while, Charlie drove back to El 
Cap to look for a misplaced 
camera. There he met again with 
Zappa Dave and Scott Cole, Scott 
had found two hooks we had 
dropped. Scott informed Charlie 
that he felt anything dropped 
from the wall was fair game, but 
since it was us he would return 
them . Here's how Charlie relates 
the meeting . "The two lads, Scott 
and Dave, were quite curious 
about me being there and asked if 
I was headed up after the bags. I 
said "no"! (A mistake no doubt) . 
"It's a job for the morning." Zappa 
assured me that they would keep 
an eye on them and I felt secure 
with his offer. Until now I feel this 
whole incident has been between 
us, (the two parties involved), but 
since it has now become public I 
feel an urge to say the following : 
The three climbers from the 
Tangerine Trip I confronted about 
our gear, could never once give 
me any help or even a straight 
look in the eyes. All of them 
evasively pointed to one of the 
others to answer my questions." 
In the morning we hiked up to 
retrieve our bags and any garbage 
we had dropped from the route. 
One bag had landed over by the 
East Buttress so we fetched it first . 
Then we traversed the base in 
search of the other. Scott and 
Dave had mentioned it was near 
the base of the Trip, thus we 
headed there straight away. Stil l 
the parcel eluded us so we 
quizzed Scott and Dave who were 
fixing another pitch. They said it 
was right in front of us. "It was 
just there this morning", shouted 
one of the Tripsters. "Well maybe 
it wasn't", offered the other. Scott 
Backes, who had been on the 
ground at the base all the while, 
appeared from the forest. Backes 
pointed to the spot where the bag 
should have been but there was 
nothing, including the rain fly 
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Dave mentioned Scott mistook for 
the bag. They couldn't seem to 
get their storeis straight. Backes, 
when questioned said he had last 
seen the bag at around 6.30pm 
the night before while he hiked 
down to meet Dave and Scott 
returning from Deg nan's. He said 
they had returned a different way 
and hadn't seen it going back up. 
Dave said they had seen it on their 
return. Which is it? 

The bag in question was bright 
yellow and hig hly visible. It had 
landed about 200 feet right of 
wh ere th ey w ere camping at th e 
base. Th is bag w as subsequently 
found 2 days later by two friends. 
The bag was carefully hidden 
under a boulder with large rocks 
piled on top. It was only 100 feet 
directly below the campsite of the 
three climbers in question. The 
location where it was hidden is 
cluttered with dry fallen branches 
and leaves that would be difficult 
to negotiate quietly in mid day 
without a haul bag . The bag had 
been emptied which would cause 
a fair amount of commotion since 
all the hardware was tied together 
and tightly packed with ropes. 
With this in mind, if the thieves 
were as well informed as 
suggested, why didn't they steal 
the other bag also? It was far 
away and easily nabbed without 
detection. And why would the 
thieves hid the bag closer to the 
known campsite of the three 
climbers. Another curious 
happening occured when our two 
friends found the bag . They were 
endangered by a sudden barrage 
of rocks coming from the three 
climbers on the wall. If they not so 
naively knew how prevalent gear 
theft was, then why didn't they 
move the bag to their camp and 
watch over it as they had 
suggested they would do? This 
would have if nothing else kept 
them safe from suspicion . 
In conclusion, I didn't talk with 
Dave and never alluded to their 
guilt or innocence. I left the Valley 
before the bag was found and 
assure Dave that I would have had 
some face to face accusations to 
make. It might be noted that Dave 
was caught lying when asked 
about placing bolts on the second 
of Charlie Row's South Pacific 
route on El Cap. His character 
appears somewhat dubious at 
best. I would thank Scott for the 
two 80 cent ring angle hooks, but 
the two longware pitons were 
never returned . The fact is I didn 't 
even know about the pitons 
before reading Dave's caustic but 
revealing letter. 

What was once a relatively little 
known incident is now an 
International scandal. I don't think 
these letters have accomplished 
much for Dave and team, curiously 
minus one from Backes, as far as 
alleviating our suspicions. If 
anything their letter disclose 
several discrepancies which 

temper my beliefs. I hope the guilt 
is mine and not theirs. This type of 
crime is not as serious as killing 
babies as Dave and Scott suggest. 
Stealing is a common infraction 
that most people have committed 
at one time or another. However 
most people out grow the urge 
early on in life. 
Charlie adds: "What climbing 
career? Sure Austin is a fabulous 
drill King, many will agree, but 
really now, why drill on the Dawn 
W all? - Doesn't it already have 
enought holes?" 
To show I have no hard fee lings, 
I'd li ke to say that we' re sure sorry 
about th e brutal, ma li cious and 
shameful libel in my article 
printed by Mountain Magazine. 
So next t ime we meet I'd like to 
buy them a light beer from Miller. 
Miller "in", famous alpinists need 
to stay light to climb fast or chase 
down those spineless hangers on. 

Sincerely 
J.D. Bridwell 

Dead Ringer 
from Greg Lilley 

Mountain, 
Today I received my new 
Chouinard Patagonia catalogue, 
which is always a pleasure. Lots 
of information, lots of pretty 
pictures - but what do I see on the 
back cover? A photo of Reinhard 
Karl wearing a Patagonia 
sweater. 
Since Karl died on Cho Oyu two 
years ago. I am naturally 
concerned that this new mode of 
marketing might spark off a 
tasteless trend toward 
posthumous endorsement 
among the industry in general. 
The prospect is alarming, 
especially given the trade's 
tendency to slavishly follow Mr. 
Chouinard's lead: are we to see 
captains of the industry 
frantically exhuming potential 
endorsees? Worse, are we to see 
a decline in the standards of 
advertising, to a point where we 
are exhorted to buy a 
manufacturer's equipment 
'because the late XXXXX didn't'? 
Just as daunting is the prospect 
for those who seek sponsorship : 
given that they aren't much use 
alive, how can they feel secure 
after giving their services to the 
world of commerce? 
All this is truly most alarming, but 
nevertheless I can't wait for my 
next Patagonia catalogue - I hear 
Malory and Irvine are in it .... 

Greg Lilley, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

God Help Us All 
from Clare Torrans 
Sir, 
The "Petticoats on the 
Mountains" article in Mountain 
95was quite a disappointment. 
This type of superficial survey of 
the early history of women's 
mountaineering has already been 
done at length in that eminently 
forgettable book by Cicely 
Wil liams "Women on the Rope" 
Ms. Moore's attitude towards 
these w omen is obvious ly tinged 
w ith t he same patronising 
incredulity w ith w hich they must 
have been faced du ring t heir 
lifetime. Instead of looki ng at t he 
strong will and imaginative 
assessment of their own 
capabilities which characterised 
these women we are treated to 
descriptions of their garb and 
diet. The number of petticoats 
they wore and their preference 
for sponge-cake or whatever are 
irrelevant beside the belief in 
themselves which they asserted 
against monstrous social odds 
and which can be seen in every 
page of the writings of another 
19th century pioneer, Isabella 
Bird. They deserve more of 
historians in the eighties than to 
be described with the same 
indulgence as that bestowed by 
the various famous climbers 
mentioned in the artcile on their 
"new young wives!" 
Must we be told continually that 
these women were very 
feminine? Is it necessary to put in 
an exclamation mark because 
two of them began climbing 
when they were over thirty or 
because Isabella Straton actually 
dared to continue climbing after 
bearing her guide-husband two 
sons? She should have known 
her place, shouldn't she, Ms. 
Moore. 
Fury filled me at the inclusion 
once again of the bitch Tschingel. 
How dare the writer equate these 
women with their female dogs. 
Her attitudes are obviously based 
on the presumption that the 
development of women's 
climbing has been so far behind 
that of men that because of 
thousands of years of male 
prereogative in the area of 
physical activity and 
achievement, but simply because 
they are female. God help us all. 
Clare Torrans 
Bray, Co. Wicklow. 



Lightness, comfort and style 
are key features of our new Freestyle 
range - plus the Mountain Equipment 
guarantee of quality and expertise, 
proven in twelve Everest expeditions. 

FreesMe thermal wear in 
Meraklon® PolyRrDRY.lene. 

Warmth . . . Lightness ... Wickability 

Underwear. • Crew neck shirt with 
either long or short sleeves. • Zipped 
turtle neck shirt with extra wrist 
section to use as a mitt. • Trousers. 
• Union suit with zipped drop seat for 
prolonged outdoor use. • Available in 
navy or red. 
Midwear. Super brushed finish on the 
inside of a heavier fabric. Appealing 4 
season casual wear or the perfect mid
garment for your layering system. 
• Long sleeved top with either crew or 
zipped turtle neck. Colours - grey with 
red stripes or navy with red stripes. 
• Trousers - navy with side stripe. 

FREESTYLE UNDERWEAR FREESTYLE MIDWEAR FREESTYLE TROUSERS 

Frees!Y.le Trousers. 

Designed to meet the vagaries of 
British weather- they're wind and rain 
repellant with a super lightweight feel. 
They are made from a close weave 
68% cotton 32% nylon proofed fab~ic, 
and come in two styles with a choice 
of four colours - navy, sand, lovat and 
grey. The two styles, PRO and CASUAL, 
both come with matching polycotton 
soft woven belts with leather trim and 
double ring fastening. CASUAL 
trousers have 5 useful pockets, PRO 
trousers have 7 pockets and double 
thickness seat and knee patches. 

Also available - breeches and 
shorts in lovat and navy. 

Now at specialist retailers -
look for the Mountain Equipment label, 
it's your guarantee of quality. 
Mountain Equipment Ltd. 
George St., Glossop, SK13 8AY. 
England. Telephone Glossop 3770. 





• moor 
hands 

The 'Durace'. 465 grams of comfortable 
Edelrid climbing helmet. Low weight -
good ventilation - a snug, firm fit - and 

a sensible head on your shoulders. 

Edelmann und Ridder GmbH P.O. Box 1240 
D - 7972 ISNY West Germany 

Recognised on both sides of 
the Atlantic as the leading 
rock climbing boot in the world 

"Fire rock boors are the 
biggest breakthrough 
since FRIENDS 
I wou!dn ·r climb ,n 
anything else " 

Jerry Moffatt 

Plus a huge range of 
sewn webbing slings, 
ice axe loops, belts. 
headbands etc. 
including our dazzling 
rainbow coloured 'spectrum ' 
webbing. 

'Friends', 'Rocks', 'Micro-Rocks' plus our 

NEW 
HB Nuts 
Hugh Banner's rad1Cal design 
with a transverse taper on the 

~ie,; !~Z!:i1a%t:n~~r and · 
holding power 
3 5 x 5 0mm 11 5 x 15 0mm 
JOOkg· UJOOkg, colour coded 
sleeves 

Lightweight 'D' Karabiner 
50 grams 2. 300kg (solid 
construct,on) 
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This very light, tough and fully adjustable 
head torch has a large parabolic reflector, 
which provides even illumination without a 
shadowy area. Easily turned on by rotating 
bezel, even when wearing gloves. Long 
lead facilitates the battery holder being 
carried in the pocket. 

The J.C. Bibollet helmet, as well as 
being U.IAA. approved, has been 

specifically designed to have a very 
effective ventilation system. 

Distributed by 
ClimbHigh,P.O.Box9210, 
South Burlington, VT 05401, U.SA 
Tel: 802-864-4122 
Troll Safety Equipment, Uppermill, 
Nr.OldhamOL36AALancs,U.K. 
Tel: 04577 2120 



Ron Fawcett on Masters Edge, E6 6c, Millstone Edge. 

THE MASTER KEEPS HIS EDGE BY PROTECTING 
HIMSELF WITH THE BEST.ARE YOU PROPERLY 
PROTECTED? ASK FOR US BYNAME. 

Distributed in 26 countries 

CLOGWYN CLIMBING & 
SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
Deiniolen, Gwynedd, North Wales, UK. 
Telephone: Llanberis (0286) 870551 

STRIDES AHEAD 
OF THE REST 

Rugged quality outdoorwear- Stylish - Comfortable. 

Greenland Jeans 8l19- No softies! Made of tough GlCXXl fabric. 
Carefully cut. Two hip pockets- thigh pocket on right leg. 
Overlength-with double thickness knees. Colours: Green, Sand, 
Navy Blue, Light Blue. Waist: 26"-40" ( Men's & Ladies'). 
Greenland Shorts 8116- Durable shorts made of famous GlCXXl 
fabric. Two hip pockets-two back pockets (one with zip). 
Colours: Green, Navy Blue, Light Blue. Waist: 26"-40" ( Men's & Ladies'). 
Actionsports, Cambridge. 
Bacpac Ltd, Birmingham 1. 
Backpacker Systems, 
Cheltenham. 
Paul Braithwaite, Oldham, 
Rochdale, Warrington. 
The Bivouac, Matlock. 
Bowden Sports, P1ymouth. 
Cairdsports {Aviemore) Ltd, 
Aviemore. 
Cleveleys Sports, Blackpool. 
Carsons Nationwide Leisure, 
Bath. 
Centresport, Leeds. 
Canyon Mountain Sports, 
Leicester. 
Crossley-Tordotf, Pontefract. 
Crickhowell Adventure Gear, 
Crickhowell . 
Countryside Camping Ltd, 
Stevenage. 
Country Trials, Tunbridge Wells . 
Camping and Outdoor Centre, 
Sutton Coldfield. 
Frank Davies, Ambleside. 
Downsh1re Camping, 
Banbridge. 
Dales Outdoor Centre, Skipton. 
Den Trek, Upminster. 
Dennis English Mountain 
Sports, Carlisle. 
E & H Adventure Sports, 
Harrogate. 
Eurosport Ltd, Brighton. 
Exmoor Rambler, Porlock. 
Nick Escourt. Altrincham. 
George Fisher, Keswick. 
Fletchersports, St. Peter Port. 
Fellsman, Windermere. 

F G. George, Taunton. 
Great Outdoors, Yeadon. 
Greaves Sports Ltd, Glasgow. 
Great Western Camping, 
Dorchester. 
Kyffin, Bangor. 
Kendal Sports Shop, Kendal. 
John Lewis Partnership Ltd, 
Stevenage. 
Leisure and Camping, 
Norwich. 
Mountain Craft, Lincoln. 
Leonard Millin & Son Ltd, 
Ashton under Lyne. 
L & D Mountain Centre Ltd, 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Moorland Rambler, 
Newton Abbot. 
The Mountain Centre, 
Broughton-in-Furness. 
Mountain Sports, Coventry. 
Moorland Rambler, Exeter. 
Mountain Gear, Glottcester. 
Neilsons Alpine Sports, 
London. 
N. Devon Camping & Leisure, 
Barnstaple. 
Nevisport, Glasgow. 
N. Greenbank & Co, Kendal. 
Out and About, Cleethorpes. 
Outdoor Action, Cardiff. 
The Open Trail, 
Moreton-in-Marsh. 
Outgear, Oswestry. 
Outdoor Action Sports, 
Bradford. 
Outdoor Life, Eastbourne. 
The Outpost, Taunton. 
Prestige, Derby. 

Peter's, Bristol. 
Pownalls, Glossop. 
Quip-U For Leisure Ltd, Bristol. 
Jo Royle. Buxton. 
Jo Royle, Stoke on Trent. 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
Inverness. 
Austin Reed Ltd, London. 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
Shrewsbury. 
Bryan G. Stokes, Sheffield. 
St riders, 
Newcastle under Lyne. 
Spin Drift Tackle, St. Brelade. 
Short & Curly's, 
Lytham St. Annes. 
Smith Beyer, York. 
Scout Shops, Lancing. 
Square Deal Sports & Ski C'tre, 
London. 
Spartan Sports & Leisure Ltd, 
Worcester. 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd, 
Brighton. 
Touchwood Sports, Oxford. 
Tratman & Lowther Ltd, Bristol. 
Thomas & Taylor, Sheffield. 
Graham Tiso, Edinburgh. 
Treker, Bournemouth. 
The White Mountain, 
Wolverhampton. 
\Nye Kayaks, Hereford. 
White & Bishop, Northampton. 
Westsports, Swindon. 
Wilderness Ways, 
Middlesbrough. 
Y.H.A. Shops, London, 
Manchester, Birmingham, 
Cardiff, Cambridge, Staines. 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

Th~_shops n:,arked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Sk1-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Bushgear Australia P/L 
Shop 6 Caga Centre, 
38 Akuna Street, 2601 . 
Tel. (062) 47-7153 (M) (S) 

A.C.T. :Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross M'ntaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment 
P.O. Box 230,2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W. Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street, 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street, 2000. 
Tel. 02.264.3146 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipm't Pty. Ltd., 
21 Falcon Street, Crows Nest 
2065 
Tel. (02) 4393511 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel. (07) 2296609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White 's Mountain Designs, 
99 Mary Street, 
Brisbane 4000, 
Tel. 07.52.8804 or 52.8894 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty. Ltd., 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. 08.212.7857 

Victoria: Camberwell Junction 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd ., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 82.7229. 

Victoria: Heathmont 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
115 Canterbury Rd ., 3135. 
Tel. (03) 729.7844. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
Ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Australia P/L 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67.3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67.7966. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd. 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs 
61 Hardware Street, 3000 ' 
Tel. (03) 67.2586 

NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
235 High Street, 
Tel. 67.148 

Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 
Tel. 795 174. 

Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
101 Stuart Street. 
Tel. 773.679 

CANADA 

Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd, N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
131 12th Ave. S.E. 
Tel. (403) 269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

GERMANY 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

HONGKONG 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd., 

1021/F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd 
Wan Chai, ., 
Hong Kong. 
Tel. 5-733313 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road . 
Tel. 061.928.6613. 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop 
92-98, Corporation Street, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.7799 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd., 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'pment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd, BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
Pindisports 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS1 4SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd . 
CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear 
148 Ninian Park Road . ' 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Rd. 
Tel. 0222.399178 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
61 Empress Buildings 
Binley Road. ' 
Tel. 0203.441241 

Croydon 
Pin disports 
Whitgift Centre, 
CRO 1U4 
Tel. 01.688.2667 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501/2 

Edinburgh 
Climb Ltd., 
1A Albyn Place, 
EH3. 
Tel. 031.225'.8369. 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd., 
High Street, 
PH33 6EJ. 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041.221.4531/2. 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport 
261 Sauchiehall Street (M) 
Tel. 041.332.4814 

Glossop 
Magic Mountain, 
George Street. 
Tel. 045.74.4424 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West, 
Tel. 045.74.4766 



Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W . Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road . 
Tel. 021 .550.9748 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
13 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World , 
28 Lake Rd . Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mounta in Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
40, Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate, 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leeds/Bradford 
Guiseley Mountain Sports, 
Towngate, 
Guiseley LS20 9JA. 
Tel. 0943.75846 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain 
Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051.709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall , High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W8 6BD 
Tel. 01.938.1911 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W8 7RG 
Tel. 01 .937.0872 (Ml (S) 

London 
Y.H.A. Shop 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836.8541n 

Macclesfield 
The Pennine Centre, 
(Camping & Caravan 
Distributors Ltd.), 
Elizabeth St. Tel. 0625.20167 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 . (C) (M) (S) . 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S). 
Tel. 061 .834.7119. 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 

Middlesbrough: Teeside 
Wilderness Ways, 
98 Newport Rd ., 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.323561 . 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1 RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd ., 
13-17 Bridge Street, 
Tel. (0604) 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230. 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Oldham OL1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd ., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road, 
Tel. 0734.55589. 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196. 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd ., 
343 London Rd . 
Tel. 0742.56018 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631. 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51-52 Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 0743.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061 .480.3660 

Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate, 
Tel. 061.480.2945 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St. , Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925 415668. 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229. 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd . 
19 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567. 

NORWAY 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177. 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381. 

DENMARK 

Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Borgergade 5, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Aboulevarden 54-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) , 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22. 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 

Alaska : Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 . (C) (Ml (S) . 

Arizona : Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd., 
85018. 
Tel. 602.995.3391. 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967 .1669. 

California: Alhambra 
Sports Hut Inc. 
2822 W. Valley Blvd., 91803. 
Tel. 213.289.3333 

California: Berkeley 
Granite Stairway 
Mountaineering, 
2158 University Ave., 94704 
Tel. 415.644.3044. (C) (M) (S) . 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adel ine, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California : Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 . 

California : Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave ., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S). 

California : La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard , 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 

California : Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) . 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) . 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd., 
3659 Riverside Plaza, 95026 
Tel. 714.825.2976 (C) (M) (S) 

California : San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd ., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401 . 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: San Diego 
Pack Factory, 
143 So. Cedros, 92075. 
Tel. 714.755.7662 

California: San Francisco 
The North Face, 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. 
Tel. 415.665.6044 

California: Santa Ana, 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3650 S. Bristol St., 92704. 
Tel. 714.549.8541. 

California : Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
3251 Mono Way, 95370 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) . 

California: So. Lake Tahoe 
Climbing Unlimited, 
P.O. Box 2000-186, 95705 
Tel. 916.577.7750 (M) . 

Colorado : Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S) . 

Colorado: Boulder 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd. , 
1650A Broadway, 80302 
Tel. 303.440.7273 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
627 E. South Broadway, 80303 
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Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279. 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1517 Platte Street, 80202 
Tel. 303.433.6419 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Denver 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366. 

Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Tel. 303.586.5391. 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3500 S. College Ave., 80525. 
Tel. 303.226.3683. 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M) 

Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220. (C) (M) (S) . 

Colorado: Lakewood 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. 
Tel. 303.238. 7511 . 

Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, • 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 

Idaho: Moscow 
Northwestern Mountain 
Sports, 
410 W. 3rd Street, 83843. 
Tel. 208.882.0133. (C) (M) (S) . 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
1041, Commonwealth Ave., 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C) (M) (S). 

N.H. : North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment, 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287. 

New Jersey: Princeton 
J.D. Sachs 
Wilderness Outfttrs., 
45 State Rd ., 08540 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters 
21 Park Place, 10007 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 

Pennsylvania: Clarks Summit 
Appalachian Equipment Co., 
113 N. State St., 18411 
Tel. 717.586.9148 (C) (M) (S) 

SAVE MONEY - MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Largest U.K stockists of specialist top quality materials and accessories. 
Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. Trade and retail. S.A.E. catalogue. 

PENNINE OUTDOOR : HOLM BRIDGE: HUDDERSFIELD: WEST YORKSHIRE 
0484 - 683206/682688 

MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS FOR SALE 
I have copies of almost all issues of Mountain available for sale. 
Copies also swapped and bought. International enquiries welcome. 
Dave Wilson, 3 Harlesden Road, St. Albans, AL 1 4LE, England. 

Found:-Camera, Naro-Moru Trail to Mt. Kenya, 
1 /1 /84. Details to N. Gould, 15 High St., 
Llantrisant, Mid. Glam., U.K. 

Mountain 1-96 single copies excellent condition -
offers. Dave Partridge, 4 Campbell Place, Torrance, 
Glasgow G64 4HR. 

56 

MOUNTAIN 
INDEX 

1981/82 NOW AVAILABLE 
PRICE £0.75 ($1.25) 

K2 av1at1on 

This is a full index for 
Mountain Nos. 77 - 88 
inclusive. 

Send cheques to:
Mountain Magazine Limited, 
P.O. Box 184, 
Sheffield S 11 9DL. 

--------...,,--· --/.._~,~~---~ 

For access to McKinley and the Alaska Range. 
P.O. Box 290 - TALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 (907) 733-2291 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Holubar Mountaineering 
3975 S. Wasatch Blvd ., 84117. 
Tel. 801.272.9403. (C) (S) (M) 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106 
Tel. 801.466.2101 . (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mou.ntain Works, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. 
Tel. 206.453.1515. 

Washington: Everett 
Swallows Nest, 
2011 Hewitt Ave., 98201. 
Tel. 206.339.2417. 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S) . 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S) . 

Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105. 
Tel. 206.633.4431. 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face, 
1023 1st Ave., 98104. 
Tel. 206.622.4111 . 

Wisconsin : Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Milwaukee 
Adventures Unlimited, 
5700 W. North Ave., 53208 
Tel. 414.445.6602 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Lander 
Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
220 Main Street, 82520. 
Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191 . (S) (C). 

BACK NUMBERS OF MOUNTAIN FOR SALE 
Issues 7 to 94 inclusive as collection only. 

Offers please to John Broadwell, 1 0 Hull Road, 
Hornsea, North Humberside HU18 1 RL 

GORE-TEX 
FABRIC 
(4TYPES) 

Cordura. Entrant. polar fabric. tent. duvet and breeches fabrics. 
Hollofil. Th insulate. Down. Zips. buckles. webbing. poles. velcro 
and more. Patterns for all outdoor clothing and equipment. 
For prices/ samples, stamp please, 
Tor(M), 3 Fryer St .. Runcorn, WA7 1 ND. 

EARN A VALUABLE SECOND INCOME 
as a sales agent for the breakthrough 
ENTREPRENEUR ASSOCIATION. Thousands are! 
Full details: Atlantic Press, Dept A27, Alston, Cumbria, CA9 3RP. 

~ BECJC All handmade. Unc~nditionally guaranteed. 

~CRA PO STR 83 catalog free to foreign; 
M N APS U.S. & Canada, send 20¢ 

4025 State Street, No. 54, Santa Barbara, California 93110, U.S.A. 

MOUNTAIN TRAVEL. Climbing expeditions for 1984: Alaska (McKinley), 
Nepal (Island Peak and others/, India (Nun Kun Ski Expedition and Eastern 
Karakorum), Tibet (Chanqtze), China (Muztagata Ski Expedition). Alps 
(Matterhorn, Mont Blanc). South America (Huascaran, Aconcagua, and 
Ecuador volcanoes), pJus the U.S.S.R.'s International Mountaineering 
Camps in the Caucasus, Pamirs and Tien Shan. 
Send for free 1984 trip Schedule. Mountain Travel, 1398 Solano Avenue, 
Albany CA 94706; or Twickenham Travel, 22 Church Street, Twickenham 
TW1 3NW, England. 

TIRED OF THOSE GREEN AND BLUE HORRORS? 
PROFESSIONAL SLIDE DUPLICATES 

High quality copies by specialists in mountain landscape pictures. Colour and 
exposure correction or sectional enlargement. Discounts for expedition lecture 

sets. 
Send S.A.E. for technical description and prices. 

Tony Riley, c/o Viewfinders Ltd., 111 Matilda St., Sheffield S 1 4QF. 
Tel. 0742-751959 





Can 
lightweight, 
foul weather 
gear this 
waterproof 
really reduce 
condensation? 
Peter Storm pioneered I 00% waterproof, 
ultra lightweight foul weather gear. Now 
in their own proofing factory, Peter Storm 
has made a major breakthrough. They've 
created an exclusive I 00% waterproof 
finish that is 'water vapour permeable'. 
So water can't get in, but sweat can get 
out. Condensation is reduced to add extra 
comfort to the high performance you 
expect from Peter Storm. 
Tops in jacket length & three quarter 
length, plus overtrousers. 
Another first from Peter Storm -
with no-one in second place. 

□ □Available in these 
colours also 
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