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A UN IOUE ADVENTURE 

'To climb it became 
an ambition, but not 
just to climb it, we 
had to make the 
ascent with style, 
with none of the 
traditional trappings 
of a Himalayan 
climb. The wall was 
the ambition, the 
style became the 
obsession. ' 
304pp 50 BLACK AND WHITE 
PHOTOS, MAPS £12.95 
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ORION equipment 
( Sole distributors of CASSIN gear) 

ORION~ AVAILABLE F.R.OM YOUR LOCAL STOCKIST 
Tradeenqumes to-

261 sauchiehall st .. Glasgow Tel: 041-332 4814 



Top-notch climbers rely 

aged 25, this universal, sports, and free 
climber from Australia is familiar with 
the most challenging routes in the most 
difficult climbing areas in the world. 

-
-

MAMMUT ARO-pro, the 
superlight UIAA single rope 
for ambitious climbers. With a 
new, more compact sheath: 
Remarkably supple, easy to 
handle, convenient to take up 
because of reduced friction 
(greater resistance to abrasion 
- less fraying). 6-8 UIAA falls 
with a rope weight of only 
70 g/m. 

Now also available with the 
new and more compact 

sheath: ARO-flex 11 mm 
single ropes and ARO-mezzo 
9 mm half ropes. 

In addition, MAMMUT is now 
introducing a new line of tape 
slings tailored to the needs of 
sport climbers (new sizes, new 
colors, security with super
powerful yet supple seams). 

MAMMUT Climbing Equip
ment: For Peak Security. 

UK: Northern Feather Leisure (UK) Ltd., 
Menston-llkley 
USA: Adventure-16, San Diego, CA 92120 
SMC, Bellevue, WA 98005 

AROVA-MAMMUT 
CH-5600 Lenzburg/Switzerland 
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BODY MACHINE 
RON FAWCffl ON VIDEO 
Ron Fawcett climbs Bastille, 
Edge Lane, Coventry Street 

and 
Body Machine 

with 
Gill Fawcett on Original 

Route 

Geraldine Taylor on Valkyrie 
and 

Geoff Birtles on Right 
Unconquerable 

Recorded to Broadcast 
Standards, this 40 minute 
video takes you onto the 
rock face with the climbers. 
Produced by climbers 
for climbers. 
Totally gripping. 

From: RF Video, P.O. Box 17, 

Alderley Edge, Cheshire, SK9 7XN 

Cheques/Postal orders to 

RF VIDEO 

BRITISH 
MOUNTAINEERING 

COUNCIL 

Crawford House 
Precinct Centre 
Booth Street East 
Manchester M13 9RZ 
Tel: 061-273 5839 

Since 1972 

steps to the su 
·ca with Denali, 

lftMclffibv~• xperienced guides. 
er ice and alpine 

uray, Colorado. 
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Por years The North Face has 
been a name synonymous with 
the best in outdoor equipment. 
Our research, design and 
manufacture of tents, clothing, 
rucksacks and sleeping bags 
are second to none. 

And we back up our faith in 
our products with a lifetime 
guarantee that means if a 

product fails due to a 
manufacturing defect, even 
after extended use, we will 
repair it free of charge or 
replace it at our option. 

North Face, 

your RTH quite simply THE~ 
guaran~ee NO)Ac,el 
Of quality. FM 

THE NORTH FACE (SCOTLAND) LTD. PO BOX16, Industrial Estate, Port Glasgow 
Renfrewshire PA14 SXL SCOTLAND. Telephone 0475 41344 Telex 777394. 

SERVf\L 
BASED ON PROVEN .,._.._.------~ 

The manufacturing experience 1s over 20 years 
long, the quality and performance are excellent, the 
name is SERVAL Spain' s perm1er manufacturer of 
quali ty ru cks acs fo r Hiking, Mountaineering or 
Expedi tion use . Enquire at your local stockist fo r 
information on the range of SERVAL rucksacs and 
compa re pri ces and quality, you won't be 
di sappoint ed . Write for new illustrated pnce 11st. 

q5ERVI\L 

DALE AGENCY CO. 
Unit 6, Boxer Place, Moss Side Industrial Estate. Leyland, 
Lancashire Telephone (07744) 53918 

From Above! 

If you are injured in some remote valley oron some icy wall , your only possible contact with the outside world may be from above. 
Emergency air / ground communications are possible with the TR-720 featherweight(18oz) portable, by transmitting to overflying aircraft. 
The TR-720 has ALL 720 aircraft communication frequencies, including all emergency channels, is rugged enough for the toughest 
Grade VI wall or a casual weekend in the local mountains. 
The TR-720 is the pick of Corporate and professional pilots, balloonists, ultralight enthusiasts and search and rescue teams; who 
realize that the TR-720 whether on the flight line or on a rescue, is heaven sent. 

For more information cont~ Communications Specialists 
.,.!!II• Department 1231 

426 West Taft Ave., Orange, CA 92667-4296 'ff/ Entire USA (800) 854-0547 or (714) 998-3021 





Rowla,,d Et/W()f'"f'P, on GIO-tM Arele E3 5C 
Photo by Mark Edworrls. (Ctmtptl,d4 ~ Ad&-1?nbt,e) 

11:cr@DD Safety Equipment Ltd. Spring Mill, 
Uppermill, Oldham. 0L3 6AA Tel : Saddleworth 2120 and 6189 

---------------To Troll Safety Equipment Ltd I Please send me your free colour catalogue w ith full details 

I Name .... . .......................... . ....... . 

I Address ............................ .. ....... . 

I Ml00 

L. • • • ••----•- •--..1 



the top in quality 
Manufacturers and export office: CAMP spa - Via Roma 23 - 22050 PREMANA (CO) Italy - telex CAMP I 340369 

For information please contact: 

ALLCORD LTD. - NEWCASTLE Upon TYNE (England) PACIFIC MOUNTAIN SPORTS - LA CANADA, Calif. (U .S.A.) 
LIBERTY ORGANIZ. INC. - MONTROSE, Calif. (U.S.A.) RECREATIONAL EQUIP. INC. - SEATTLE, Wash. (U.S.A.) 

ICE AXES "GOLDEN 
EAGLE" 
Recommended for the 
technique "Piolet 
Traction" on very steep 
Ice. 
Completely interchangeable 
head - the length of the 
handle can be changed -
upside curved blade -
particular set of teeth for 
easy extraction - holed head 
for additional weights - adze 
can be used as special device 
for screwing and unscrewing 
all kinds of ice pitons - high 
security - light alloy handle 
with rubber grip - one hole 
to insert dragonne and one 
to recuperate ice axe -
wrench equipped . 

alpine sports HAVE THE LARGEST 
DISPLAY OF LICHTWEICHT TENTS IN LONDON 

* WILD COUNTRY * PHOENIX * ULTIMATE * R. SAUNDERS * NORTH FACE 
up to 10 models on display. we also stock a full range of: 

Mountain, Backpacking, Travel & survival Equipment 
Plus specialist advice on all aspects of mountain gear 
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safety grip AND 
weather protection 

Only TRIONIC can 
combine these 
essential features 
• • in one unique 
footwear system. 

When descendin 
a slope the Safe 
Grip Heel® ~l!IPJ!! 

bites into the 
ensuring exce 
traction. Whil 

patented Fitting 
Groove around the 
Traction Sole 
provides a tight 
seal for the 
specially designed 

s'i-YWALI( . 

~ 
fHE SOLES OF 

REKOROS 

Safety Grip Heel is a· Registered Berghaus 
Design 
Yeti Rand and Traction Sole Yeti Fitting 
Groove are Patented Berghaus Desi~ns 
Sky walk is a Registered Trade Mark of 
Frigo !ndustria Gomma 

Yeti gaiter rand. 
This integrated 
boot and gaiter 

combination gives 
the best possible 
protection for all 
types of weather 

and ground 
conditions. 

SCARPA 
lighweight 

footwear '" for 
applied · 

technological 
performance. 

For further 
information on the 
complete range of 
TRIONIC footwear 

from casual 
walking to full 
mountain use, 

write to the 
address below. 

bcz,ghau, 
34 Dean Street, 

Newcastle upon Tyne 
NEl lPG. 

Telephone: (0632) 323561 



Multi-Peal< 
Alpine Style Expedition 
to the Mal<alu region 
of Nepal 1984 

Down clothing and sleeping bags 
y Mountain Equipment. 

Mountain Equipment Ltd., 
George Street, Glossop, 
SK13 SAY England. 
Telephone: (04574) 3770. 

Suppliers to 12 Everest Expeditions. 



THE ALPS 

·•Lunatic Summer·· - Major Routes Climbed 
Consecutively. Hard Rock Route Explosion. 

In a remarkable alpine summer, 
many new climbs of excellent 
quality have been discovered, 
especially in the Mont Blanc 
range. Many are of extremely 
high standard, with the Aiguilles 
becoming a kind of alpine Verdon 
as modern rock climbing 
attitudes and techniques are 
applied wholeheartedly in higher 
mountains. In the Envers des 
Aiguilles area over 19 modern 
rock climbs have been 
established. Most Aiguilles rrock 
climbs have been left equipped, 
have been repeated and are fairly . 
safe, with rappel descents. Their 
creators are in some cases 
purifying ascents by insistence 
that first ascents must be made 
from the bottom - only one climb 
has been done after previous 
rappel inspection and fixing of 
protection (Mad Marc on the 
Requin), a development which is 
widely applauded. So dynamic 
has this process become that 
numbers of hard rock climbs are 
set to explode. "Alpine" climbing 
is also developing so quickly that 
French observers have 
nicknamed 1984 as the "lunatic 
summer". 

Mont Blanc (4807ml 

An incredible development to 
most climbers will be the 
extremely rapid ascent of several 
hard long climbs in a day. On 
Mont Blanc C. Profit and T. 
Renault did the North Face of the 
Grand Pillar d'Angle, the 1961 
Freney route, the Freney-Bardill 
Direct(1982) route and lnominata 
Arete in 22 hours climbing on 
July 22. Profit and D. Radique 
also did the North Pillar, the 1982 
Centre Route, the Derobe Pillar 
and the South Pillar in a similar 
linked ascent. D. Lacroix and E. 
Escoffier were active in the same 
period, climbing the American 
Direct on the Dru to the summit 
and descending to the Charpoua, 
then climbing the Walker Spur, 
all in 21 hours on July 20. Profit 
and J. Winterburger did the Drus 
American Direct in 6 hours, the 
Contamine Route on the Petites 
Jorasses in 5 hours and Profit 
then soloed the Shroud in 4 
hours. E. Bellin and B. Grison 
completed a rock marathon in the 
Envers des Aiguilles, with 
Gemeni, Children of the Moon, 
Pyramid and Marchand de Sable 
all in 12 hours on August 4. 
Another notable rock climb was 
the free ascent (6c French) of the 
1982 Bardill/Piola/Steiner Direct 
Route on the Central Pillar of 
Freneyon July 10. Among rock 
climbs one has been given the 
grade ABO (abominable, beyond 
UIAA grade), the route Pannes 
des Sens on the Aiguille de Roe, 
has been repeated by D. Suchet, 
J.P. Vion and E. Blanc and D. 
Lugar. 
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Grandes Jorasses/Leschaux 
On July 14 Mark Miller and Sean 
Smith (UK) did the second ascent 
of the Gogna-Rava North Face 
Direct route on the Aiguille de 
Leschaux in 12 hours, and on 
July 19/20 the Kiene-Werner 
Direct on the Croz Spur of the 
Grandes Jorasses. The routes 
were done while attending the 
ENSA international meet held in 
Chamonix in July which was a 
great success and a major 
contribution in the last months of 
director Andre Contamine's 
service there. On the Aiguille de 
Leschaux Chris Dale and John 
Silvester did a new route on the 
NE Face. Idiot Wind (800m ED+) 
was done in 8 hours on August 3. 
It followed a groove system right 
of the Cassin Route. After solo 
climbing the lower section the 
headwall was climbed 
(Vl,Vl,V,Vl,Vl,Vl,Vl,VI (French Vic) 
IV+). No pitons were placed and 
the climb was done free. Alpine 
equipment was left below the 
difficult section of good rock and 
regained by abseil of the Cassin 
Route before downclimbing the 
lower slope. 

Tours des Leschaux 
Two new routes were found on 
the Tours des Leschaux, one of 
240 m Preclude TD and one of 
300 m Sarabande TD by Frederic 
Chevaillot and Caroline 
Bourgogne. 

Aiguille de Blatiere 
Chris Dale, with Dave Simmonds, 
also climbed a prominent groove 
system on the Aiguille de 
Blatiere, between the Japanese 
start to the NW Ridge and the 
1982 Crook-Penning Route. I'm a 
Little Dinosaur (TD Sup) 350m 6 
hrs. (July 1984). 

Minaret (3450ml South Face 
Argentiere 
The Remy brothers and Bernard 
Dominech did a fine free route 
(3p) of 300 m TD V.VI. 

Mont Blanc de Tacul 
The same party did a 450 m route 
left of the Gervasutti Pillar, a fine 
climb on its flank at TD, free, 
using nuts and 2 pitons. 

Pyramide East Face 
Two climbs were done here by 
the Remy brothers, one with 
Domenech. Both used nuts, were 
free, at D+ and TD-. 200 m. 

Dru N.E. Couloir - Guidebook 
Error 
The Collomb Mont Blanc Range 
guide is inaccurate. The lower 
couloir is 6 pitches; the mixed 
traverse is difficult, especially in 

poor snow ice, but not the crux; 
the alternatives given for the 
traverse above the Nominee 
Crack are wrong. There is a) one 
long mixed pitch (rock in very dry 
conditions) trending diagonally 
right across and up a steep wall 
of blocks and loose flakes. This 
can be heavily iced (hard V and 
V+ ). From the belay the apparent 
traverse ramp 15m below leading 
left around the steep side wall of 
the couloir is not the traverse, it is 
too low. b) Another mixed pitch 
straight up to the base of a steep 
chimney/ice gully (IV+V). c) 
Climb chimney (hard mixed or all 
ice) (V) to base of yellow crescent 
crack. d) An exposed traverse 
right (111) 10m then up behind 
large detached flake going 
diagonally right 15m, then climb 
down and right, or in poor snow 
ice make a diagonal rappel to 
start of upper couloir. The upper 
couloir is 6 full rope-lengths to 
end of difficulties with good spike 
belays. Then 1 ½ rope lengths to 
breche, not 13 pitches as in 
guide. The Nominee crack is 
reported well pegged, the 
bivouac sites few, few other pegs 
on the route. 

Les Ecrins 
In June 1984 Mike Fleischhack 
(West Germany) soloed the 
Couloir Chaud of Monte Pelvoux 
in 3½ hours, Les Coleres du Ciel 
on the North West Face of the 
Dome des Neiges des Ecrins in 7 
hours and the Central Couloir of 
the Pie Sans Norn, the last being 
extremely hard. He notes that his 
solo of the Gabarrou Couloir on 
the West Face of the Plan was not 
the first winter ascent, which was 
done by Czechs 6-7 February 
1982. 

Les Ecrins. Oisans. 
Jean Michel Cambon, Christian 
Ferrara and Jean Mari Rey did a 
new route on the SW Face of Sci a 
Louze in July, Jour de Co/ere, 450 
m (ED) was left fully equipped 
and has already been repeated. A 
descent was made by 9 rappels 
down the SW Face. Next Cambon 
and Ferrara climbed the S. Face 
of the Meije aretes direct to the 
Central Bastion. Voie de l'Epinard 
Hallucinogene 500 m (ED) (35 
pitons 40 bolts), leaving the route 
equipped so that it too has been 
repeated. On the East.Pillar of 
Tenailles, in August, the same 
pair put up Une Infinite Patience 
300 m (ED) (50 golos 15 pitons) 
and with Rey La Diagonale du 
Fou, 400 m (ED) on the SW Face 
of Scialouze. (40 pitons 25 
gollos). On the same face was 
Super Pi Jou (450 m TD-) by 
Cambon, Catherine Cambon and 
Jean Jacques Bonniot. These free 
climbs in the Oisons apply 
techniques developed earlier at 
lower altitude. 

Meije 
The Remy brothers and Bernard 
Domemech did a new route on 
the SW Face of the Grand Doi gt, 
left of the Marsellaise. 

PENNINE ALPS 

Aiguille de la Vanoise North Face 
Left of the Demaison Route, Jean 
Marc Boivin and Francois 
Dioferia did a new route Electro 
Choc(TD) 

Another New Route Orgy 
The Swiss Yves and Claude Remy 
found 36 new routes in 1984 as 
opposed to 16 in 1983. Two were 
done on the Rochers de Noye in 
January (TD). Eleven in the 
Verdon, including ones of 300 m. 
Six on the Grande Cournouse, 
three on the North Face and three 
on the South, and one at La Sure 
in the Vercors. On Switzerland, 
two on the Tour de Moyer in the 
Vaudois and one at Sanetch of 14 
rope lengths. The Paroi des 
Moutons South Face Tsingy 300 
m (ED) (60 bolts) they thought the 
finest and hardest extreme route 
in French speaking Switzerland. 
In the Central Alps three routes 
were in Salbitijen on good 
granite right of the South Face of 
the main summit, right of the 
Griiter-Villager route. A 400 m 
route of TD+ was done on the 
Tallistock (2579 m) just right of 
the SW Pillar by an obvious crack. 
On the Graue Wand (3172m) they 
did a route left of the Eibrecher, 
their fifth on the excellent granite 
of this face, 300 m ED. 

Andre Contamine 65 
The best-known French alpinist, 
skier and mountain guide, Andre 
Contamine (born 1919) retired in 
August 1984 from the Ecole 
Nationale de Ski et d'Alpinisme 
(ENSA) in Chamonix, where he 
was professor from 1975, 
responsible for "ski and 
climbing". He has an 
international reputation for 1500 
climbs done in the Alps, among 
them 40 "firsts", such as Moine 
East Face, Verte North Face, 
Aiguille du Midi South Face, 
Petites Jorasses West Face and 
others. He has given long service 
to mountain training (ice 
technique) and to the mountain 
rescue work (progress in 
helicopter use) and was the true 
"L'ambassadeur de l'alpinisme 
francais". 
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Broad Peak New Route Alpine Style 

KARAKORAM 
K2 (8611ml 
A large international expedition 
of about 30 members tried the 
Abruzzi Ridge in June-July 1984, 
Four Polish women joined the 
party led by Stefan Woerner, 
Anna Czerwinska, Krystyna 
Palmowska, Wanda Rutkiewicz 
and Dobroskawa Wolf 
collaborated with Peter Habeler 
and Stephane Schaffter in fixing 
ropes and establishing 3 camps, 
After much snow in May Camp 1 
was set up at 61 00m on May 22, 
Camp 2 at 6700m on June 1 and 
Camp 3 at 7350m on June 25. 
They were delayed by the late 
June and early July bad weather 
until a summit attempt on July 
11-13. Bad weather defeated this 
and the expedition was 
abandoned. This group also put 
6 people on top of Broad Peak 
including Kurt Diemberger and 
Julie Tullis (see Mountain 99) . 

Broad Peak (8047ml 
A French party led by Bernard 
Moreau repeated the original 
West Face route. Moreau, Denis 
Chatrefou and Jean Jacques and 
Martine Roland reached the top 
on August 5 after 3 bivouacs. 
Martine Roland, the only French 
woman to have completed the 
qualification of French High 
Mountain Guide, thus made the 

· first French female ascent of the 
mountain and she and her 
husband emulate the successes 
of Liliane and Maurice Barrard on 
Gasherbrum 2 and Nanga Parbat. 
Mountain 99 reported Krzystof 
Wielicki's remarkable solo one 
day climb of Broad Peak, but 
mistakenly reported the ascent as 
taking 13½ rather than 15½ 
hours. 

As briefly reported in Mountain 
99, two Polish climbers Jurek 

• Kukuczka (36) and Voytek Kurtyka 
(37) established between 13-18 
July 1984 a new route on the 
unclimbed North West Ridge of 
Broad Peak (8047m). This is the 
second route on the mountain 
since it was climbed 27 years ago 
on the west side. The climb was 
achieved in purest alpine style. 
without any kind of former 
contact except the fears and 
doubts from the visual inspection 
of the ridge. 
Acclimatization hampered by bad 
weather took 3 weeks and after 2 
hazardous trips on the South 
Face, finished up the original 
route at 7300m. The final climb, 
completed from the base of the 
ridge to the main summit lasted 5 
days. One more day was used for 
the descent by the original route -
thus a very high and extended 
traverse of Broad Peak was 
achieved. 
The new route follows the ridge 
over 3 distinctive upthrusts 
culminating at points 7600m, 
8013m and finally at the summit, 

8047m, The upper ridges of both 
north and middle summits were 
traversed mostly on their western 
sides. The climb began on Friday 
July 13 by a full moon, the sultry 
and hazy air having cleared, after 
2 weeks of poor weather. 
"On the first day we followed 
timidly the dangerous and steep 
ice avalanche trail topped with a 
serac barrier. After fortunate 
climbing over it (2 ice pitches of 
55-60°) we found on the ridge 
edge (6300m) our first and 
excellent bivouac site. 
"The 14 and 15 July were the 
crucial and psychologically very 
harrassing days. We soloed the 
steepest part of the North 
Summit spur - each step on the 
precipitous rock and ice terrain 
(grade 2-3) was accompanied by 
the very discouraging and 
forbidding aspect of the Middle 
ridge. To secure progress we 
could not resort to regular use of 
the rope. Only 4 pitches of grade 
4 were climbed with belays. To 
that pain was added the extreme 
scarcity of good bivouac sites. 
Only at the very last moment, on 
the evening 14 July, we found at 
7100m a tiny snow edge stuck to 
the wall, which we dug out to put 
our smaller Salewa tent on, 
"The next bivouac was spent 
after traversing over the North 
Summit onto the North Col (c. 
7300m). Here at long last the 
seemingly vertical middle ridge 
became less repellent and looked 
reasonably climbable. 
"On 16 July after an arduous 
climb on the steep ice 
(occasionally 60°) we traversed 
over the very long middle ridge 
and towards evening began the 
abseils onto the summit col. This 
area was the scene of the Polish · 
tragedy in 1975, when 3 of 5 
summit climbers fell to their 
deaths during the descent in a 
snow storm. This time it was no 
snowing but a fierce wind was 
driving furious clouds between 
the ridge pinnacles. It felt like 
abseiling into hell. 
"All 5 abseils were fixed either on 
broken pieces of rock or on poor 
pitons. 40 meters above the col 
we found the fatal iceaxe from 
which the first climber fell on to 
the Sinkiang side. Finally we 
reached the col. Here at the 
junction point with the original 
route (7800m) we bivouacked for 
the fourth time. Even now, only 
200 m from the summit, troubled 
by the ripping wind, we were still 
uncertain of the summit. 
"On 17 July at 10am, after 25 
hours climbing we reached the 
summit, and on the same day we 
came down to the site of camp 2 
(6400m). Shortly before it I barely 
escaped a death fall. One of the 
many old and ragged fixed ropes, 
which are presently the greatest 
hazard of the original route, 
broke under my weight. I started 
hopelessly sliding down on the 
steep ice. Looking desperately for 

a last chance, I kicked with both 
crampons against the ice, and 
this resulted in the sudden jerk 
and very lucky stop. When I made 
the next step I was slightly 
shivering. 
"In the morning hours of 18 July 
we ran down to the base of the 
mountain." 
The most striking feature of the 
new route is its unusual length 
and really high altitude, 
demanding from the team very 
serious commitment and 
arduous work. The reward for 
this is the stunning beauty of the 
ridge, hardly leaving any space 
for climbers to notice the danger 
and to sense the loneliness or the 
terror of detachment. The 
surrounding scenery changes 
day after day, from the 
dominance of K2 to the slow and 
impressive approach of the 
Gasherbrum group. For many 
days the limitless mountain 
ranges are spread around. 
The route established is an 
interesting example, even from 
the technical point of view, of 
what is much more reasonable 
and easier to tackle in a small 
team and alpine style rather than 
by the big expedition and 
traditional style. One can hardly 
imagine fixing many kilometers 
of ropes on extend!ld ridges and 
it is of course far too difficult to 
move up and down without fixed 
ropes. 

Doseth disappears on Trango 
Tower 
A four man Norwegian party 
resolved the problem of the 
vertical and extremely difficult 
South-East Wall of Trango Tower 
(6237m) with a superb rock route 
of 1500 metres which is perhaps 
the hardest and most sustained 
of its type in high altitude 
conditions, After 21 days of 
climbing in changeable weather 
Hans Christian Doseth and Finn 
Doehli reached the top on August 
5, and began to descend. From 
Base Camp at least one of their 
companions, Stein Aasheim or 
Dag Kolsrud, observed their 
progress to that point but they 
did not return and eventually a 
search by the Pakistan Air Force 
was instituted, and a fatal 
accident assumed. 
Doseth (25) and Doehli (29) were 
Norway's top climbers. Doseth 
and 3 companions made the first 
ascent of a 21 pitch route on the 
Troll Wall in 13 days in February 
1982. It included at least one A4 
section. In the summer he 
returned and free climbed the 
route (6a-6b), In 1983 he was a 
member of the Polish-Norwegian 
expedition which succeeded on 
the Walker Spur-like North East 
PillarofThalay Sagar (6919m) in 
Gangotri, a much tried and 
coveted prize. It is a sad loss of 
two extremely able young 
climbers. 

Mustagh Tower (7230ml 
A British-American group led by 
Mal Duff repeated the British 
route of 1956. Base Camp was set 
up in early July near the Mustagh 
Glacier. The approach via the 
Ghagaran Glacier appeared more 
broken and complex than in 1956. 
Two higher camps were 
established and ropes fixed up to 
the West Ridge where Camp 3 
was set up at 6248m on July 24. 
Duff and Tony Brindle climbed 
the ridge with one bivouac at 
6766m on July 28-29. They were 
hampered by deep snow over ice 
and did several rock pitches and 
ice at grade 3, and only returned 
from the summit to their bivouac 
at 8pm. Sandy Allen and Jon 
Tinker repeated the ascent, 
leaving the bivouac at 1.30 am to 
reach the top by 9.30 and 
returning by 4.00 pm. 
Archaelogical discoveries 
included a Pierre Allain Karabiner 
in perfect working order with the 
legend J. Brown stamped 
thereon. 

K7 
An 8 man Tokyo University party 
with chairman Junji Nakarwa (60) 
and lead climber Tochiro Noejata 
(25) ascended the mountain for 
the first time in August from a 
base camp at 4300m on the 
Charakusa Glacier. They climbed 
the SW Pillar using 5 camps. 
Three climbers reached the top 
on August 8th and another three 
next day. 

Hunza Region 
Batura (6858ml 
Steve Roberts and Steve Pymm, 
supported by Geoff Robinson, 
Phil Duffy and Martin Bunegar, 
succeeded in ascending this 
unclimbed summit, Pymm 
suffered some frostbite requiring 
treatment on return . 

Unnamed Peak/Silkiang Glacier 
(5800ml 
Utilizing new Pakistani 
regulations for trekking peaks 
under 6000m Lindsey Griffin (UK) 
and Jan Solov visited the peaks 
north of Minapin in the West 
Karakoram. Several camps were 
established after complex glacier 
travel. Griffin made six first 
ascents solo of peaks up to 
5800m. They were generally 
north facing ice slopes of alpine 
D- D+ of about 1000 metres. 
Solov accompanied him twice for 
a great part of the way. Descent 
was invariably by the same line. 
Very good weather in August was 
reported, which created 
opportunity but also much 
objective danger. 
Although Dick Renshaw and 
Steve Venables have been active 
on1his basis, few people have as 
yet made use of the new 
regulations which minimize 
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expense and time spent to visit reached the top on June 2nd. The Ganesh 2 (7111 m) members). The Pakistani 
peaks under 6000m. Access in the peak was first climbed by an Nick Kekus and Rick Allen (UK) 

Government will be asked to 
Hunza region to these peaks is Indian-French team in 1980, after introduce the winter climbing 
short, with Base Camp for this at least one earlier attempt in did a new route on the South season in the Karakorum and the 
expedition 2½ days from the 1976. Face post-monsoon. They moved Hindu Kush for the season 
Karakoram Highway and 8 days left at one third height from the December 1 - February 28 (or 
from London. It is reported that Gangotri 2 & 3 (6599ml (6576ml 

line attempted by the Poles in December 21 - March 20). It is 
the Pakistan and Chinese 1983, climbing rock of IV and V also hoped that India opens new 
Governments have agreed in Fifteen climbers from the New and steep (55-60) ice. The route climbing areas - Sikkim being the 
principle to open the KKH to the Delhi Climbers' and Explorers' was sustained and difficult and most important. 
Chinese Border for foreigners Club tried these two peaks, completed alpine style in 9 days The Expedition Committee 
within the next two years. This setting up Base at 4572m on June reaching the summit on October (Commission des Expeditions) of 
should make a host of new peaks 7 1984. Gangotri 3 was climbed 15th. The descent was attempted the UIAA has a staff of expedition 
available, many of which are by two members on June 16 after via the West Ridge on lean food experts (like Ales Kunaver from 
suitable for low budget parties. an eleven hour final day. Next supplies in strong winds. Yugoslavia) and its activity 

day two climbers did it in 7 hours. Eventually these forced them covers a broad field. 
Three members left Camp 2 at 4 back onto the face, which they 

Mamostong Kangri (7516ml am on June 17 and reached the descended to their route of 

An 8 Indian Army and 5 Japanese top of Gangotri 2 at 4.35 pm. On ascent. In three days they Post Monsoon Expeditions in 

joint party made the first ascent their way back they slipped into a reached Base Camp safely. This Nepal 

by the NE Ridge from the crevasse and one was injured. second ascent of.the mountain by In the post monsoon period 61 
Mamostong Glacier after After a bivouac they reached a hard route alpine style is a most parties planned expeditions to 
traversing by the Tonmarg Camp 2 at 7.30 next morning and notable achievement, Nepal, 24 to 8000m peaks, 27 to 

retreated safely. comparable in difficulty to the 
Glacier. On September 13th Tasker-Renshaw route on 

7000m peaks and 10to 6000m 
Naburu Yamada (34) and Kenji 

Peak (6166ml on the Arwa Swata Dunagiri. peaks. Country wise they break 
Shoshida (31) and two Indian down as France - 9; Japan - 7; 
members reached the top; Divide Annapurna I (8091 ml South Korea and Spain - 6 each; 
another mixed foursome Four women climbers from The route on the South Face 

West Germany, Poland and Italy-
repeated the ascent next day and Howrah led by Munmun 3 each. 40 have less than 1 O 

upon which Alex MacIntyre was members and are regarded as 2 Indian members onthe 15th. Chatterjee tried this peak in May. killed in 1982 has been completed This mountain is in the East From a base at 4420m at small in Nepal. Notable are 3 
Karakorum which has long been Nandanban 6 camps were 

by a Spanish party post- attempts on Everest, New 
closed to foreigners. established at Vasukital on the 

monsoon in 1984. Further details Zealanders by the West Ridge led 
Sundar Glacier (5243m) Suralaya 

will follow. by Peter Hillary, Czechs on the 
Glacier (5304ml Sweta Glacier Soviet Pillar on the South West 
(5540m) and 2 on the mountain at Dhaulagiri West Face (8167ml Face and Dutch on the South Col 

INDIA 5822m and 6005m. Dola Sirkar A strong expedition led by Jiff 
Route, and Australians trying 

and two high altitude porters, Everest from the north. For the 
Novak climbed the 4000m high future South Korean Sun Woo Zanskar Kalu Sherpa and Tej Bahadur, dangerous West Face of 

Pinnacle Peak (6930ml reached the top on May 26, thus Dhaulagiri. An alpine-style ascent 
Nam who climbed Arna Dablam 
in the winter of 1983/4 plans to 

In August a French party from adding her fillip to the was planned. The weather was climb Everest by four different 
Strasbourg led by Marc Arnold undoubtedly healthy state of unsettled. From September 6-12 routes, starting this winter. He 
climbed both the east and west women's climbing by Indians. strong snowfall stopped the already has three permissions on 
ridges of this peak near Kun. action. Camp II was established the Nepali side. Elsewhere, the 
Robert Gvery and Phillipe Himachal Pradesh on September 16 at 5500m. The Spaniards are on Lhotse South 
Freyburger reached the top by Dharamasura (6446ml team climbed via a steep rock face, a Canadian-British team on 
the west ridge and Arnold, Jean A British Army expedition led by pillar with some difficult sections. Lhotse Shar, Italians; Swiss and 
Pierre Fritz, Andre Kleinneckt, Captain Andrew Edlington made On September 22 Camp Ill was Spanish on Makalu, Spaniards on 
Jean Claude Requin and Bernard the first ascent of the SW Ridge to set up at 6000m. The route Kangchenjunga, Italians and 
Gillet by the east ridge. the summit with one bivouac and followed the left side of the Poles on Manaslu and 6 Korean 

descended by the normal route. central snow field. Over this field women on Langshisa Ri. Gangotri Jerry Gore, Michael Aldridge, Camp IV was established. Further Considerable numbers have Thalay Sagar (6919ml Tim Robers and Alan Hinks were details concerning the ascent are booked so called trekking peaks. 
Mike Kennedy (32) and Andy in the party. now known. 
Trover (USA) repeated the Polish On October 23 the summit of 
Norwegian route of 1983. From Un-named Peaks (6113ml 

Dhaulagiri was reached by Karel 
SOVIET PAMIR Jakes, Jaromir Stejskal and Jan an advanced base at 5200m they (6053ml Simon. For Stejskal it was the reached 6000m on September 9, 

6250m on the 10th and 6650 on The Osaka Workers' Alpine second eight thousander, for Pik Kommunizma, 7483ml 
the 11th. They sat out bad Federation party climbed Peak Czechoslovakia - the seventh . 

A ten-member Polish team led by 6053m on August 12 and 13. (Nanga Parbat in 1971, Makalu in weather on September 12 and 
Junko Kono (30), Romoko 1976, Kangchenjunga in 1981, K2 Eugeniusz Chrobak took part in 

reached the top at 5 pm on the 
Matsuda (35), Kimko lwai (35), in 1983, Lhotse Shar and Mount the International Soviet Pamir 

13th, returning to their bivouac at 
Hiroko lmura (35), Emito Everest in 1984). Just as on Camp 1984. All party members 

9 pm. Most of the climbing was 
Moromoto (28), Chitoe Hirioka Everest, a tragic accident (including -3 women) managed to 

on rock or mixed ground so that 
(28) and Hiromi Kano (22) minimized the success. climb the highest Soviet 

they used crampons on only one 
reached the top, using fixed Descending from the summit the mountain, Pik Kommunizma 

pitch. 
camps. young climber Simon was killed. (7483m). Some remarkable 

Chandra Parbat (6278ml Some members of the spring accomplishments were made. 

Four Indian climbers from Garhwal Lhotse Shar expedition took part Ewa Panejko-Pankiewicz and 
on both the autumn expeditions - Amalia Kaploniak ascended the 

Diganta reached the summit via Jaonli (6632ml 
two of them got to the summits summit on August 2 by the 

the NW Ridge on May 31 . The 12 Indian climbers Goutam Datta, of Everest (Demjan) and Burevestnik buttress as a ladies' 
man party led by Pulak Kumar Ajit Naskar, Kamal Sarkhel and Dhaulagiri (Stejskal). only team. Meanwhile Eugeniusz 
Majumdar set up 5 camps Shital Singh climbed this peak on Chrobak and Pawl Mularz 
including an advanced base. Four June 23 and also claim the ascent The UIAA Expeditions 

reached the summit completing 
members left Camp 4 at 6 am and of another un-named summit. an Alpine-style traverse of the 
reached the summit at 6.55 that Their 12 members included two 

Committee mountain via the Borodkin route 
evening, returning safely to women, Sidipta Nandy and On September 30, 1984 a (ascent) and Burevestnik route 
Camp 4 at 1.30 in the morning Mohua Ghosh. It has been meeting was held at Diablerets (descent). The best ascent was 
before leaving the mountain. The climbed before, by an Indian (Switzerland) under the made by Marek Danielak, 
peak was first climbed in 1938 by party in 1981. presidency of Silvia Buscaini Miroslaw Dasal and Lech 
the Austrians Toni Messner and Metzeltin. Delegates from Britain, Kiedrowski. They climbed the 
Edi Ellmauhaler, and repeated in France, Italy, Poland, Switzerland Tadzhik buttress from the 
1965. NEPAL and Yugoslavia were present. Fortambek Glacier (difficulty 

Sudarshan (6507ml The aim of the commission is to minimum 6A) and continued to 
safeguard the interests of the top via Pamir-Plateau (on 

A 14 member team from the Everest (8840ml expeditions in all the world's August 3) descending by the 
Indian Institute of Three Czechoslovaks reached the mountains. It was decided to Borodkin route. 
Mountaineering Exploration was summit post monsoon, but 50 oblige the Executive Council of Eugeniusz Chrobak took part in 
led by Amulya Sen. Base Camp year old Joseph Postaka was the UIAA to ask the governments two rescues. On July 29 a 
was set up at 4877m on the killed in a fall during the descent of the Himalayan countries seriously frostbitten German 
Raktvarn glacier. After setting up which was made un-roped. This (especially Nepal) to reduce the climber was carried down from 
three camps, three members, was the first Czech ascent and compulsory personnel (liaison 6500m to 6000m, on August 3 a 
Sibu, Krishna and Gora, and Postaka is believed to be the officer, sirdar, cook, messenger Czechoslovak was transported 
Sherpa Thakpa and an oldest climber to have reached boy - altogether 5-6 men) for down after a 100m fall at some 
(unnamed) high altitude porter the summit. lightweight expeditions (4-6 7000m. 
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UNITED STATES 

Rationalisation of Big Aid Route Grades 
More Big Wall Routes Soloed 

Big Walls 

J1:1st a_s advances in f~ot~ear and protection have had their impact by reducing the seriousness and/or difficulty of certain free climbs, so aid 
climbing has been similarly affected by other advances in equipment. 
'(osemite is the land of hard aid, with its nearly perfect 15 to 30 pitch "nail-ups" . Modern equipment has served to push harder and thinner 
Imes, and made the old desperates a little easier. For example. the Zodiac route on El Capitan was once a serious venture, now it has become 
known as "The Prow of El Cap". (The Prow is a relatively moderate grade Von Washington Column that has gained immense popularity due 
to its_ high quality and superb location). Addi_tional_ly, the Zodiac has suffered from subsequent bolting on some of thtJ pitches, and pin 
scarring. This route has also shed most of its original loose blocks on early ascent teams! 
The current direct aid rating system of A 1 - A5 does not inherently accommodate the ever changing nature of aid routes. Consequently, 
climbers have used downgrading to achieve a consistency in the system that would reflect the relative differences between the easiest (A1) 
and hardest aid climbing (A5). The longest possible fall potential while run out on "body weight only" protection would be in excess of 300 
feet, constituting the logical upper end of the rating system (A5+ ). This contrasts to ·the old idea that ·a sixty foot fall would warrant A5. 
following table reflects modern aid standards; the rationalized grade is arrived at by first taking the accepted grade for many Yosemite aid 
routes, then translating that into a chart that considers fall potential and objective dangers. 

Grade Fall Potential Objective Dangers 
(feet) 

A1 0 0 

A2 20 Very awkward, but technically easy 

A3 30 Possible loose or bad rock 

A3+ 60 Potentially bad landing, loose blocks 

A4 80 Bad landing, loose blocks 

A4+ 120 Very serious landing, loose blocks etc. 

A5- 150 Very serious to fatal landing, looseness 

A5 200 Fatal landing, loose 

A5+ 300 Fatal landing, loose 

Below are some examples of Yosemite's established Grade V and Grade VI aid climbs (climbing time usually 2 to 15 days). 

El Capitan: 

The Zodiac A3 
Tangerine Trip A3 
North America Wall A3 
The Shield A3 
Pacific Ocean Wall A3+ 
Mescalito A3+ 
Excalibur A3+ 
Iron Hawk A4 
Born Under a Bad Sign A4+ 
Aurora 

El Capitan 

Rob Slater and John Barbella 
pushed a very hard route up El 
Cap between the Sea of Dreams 
and the New Jersey Turnpike. It is 
aptly called the Wyoming Sheep 
Ranch since it cuts through the 
Wyoming section of the huge 
black rock intrusion on El Cap 
that crudely forms a map of 
North America. With two pitches 
fixed, they did this mostly 
independent line in 12 days. 
Slater had a name picked out for 
every lead before he even started 
the route. Most memorable and 
difficult were: Welcome to 
Wyoming (A5), High Boots On A 
Fulfmoon Night (A5+ ), and Liz is 
Tight (A5) . Rob recommends this 
route if you like _rotten and 
expanding nailing. Bolts were 

A5-

kept to a minimum and the pair 
used many props to keep the 
sheepranch atmosphere! 
Randy Leavitt made the second 
ascent of Aurora (VI, 5.9, A5-) in 
eight days. This very aesthetic 
route was put up by Greg Child 
and Peter Mayfield in 9½ days, in 
1981 . The route ascends one of 
the best locations on El Cap, with 
every pitch overhanging . A short 
fall, during the sixth day of his 
solo, resulted in ligament 
damage to his knee_, and a crawl 
down the East Ledges descent 
after reaching the top. 
The Tangerine Trip received a 
second solo ascent by Dave Mital 
(7 days). This was a good 
achievement since Dave was 
rescued in 1982 off the same 
route (halfway up) after suffering 
a bad head and face injury during 

Zenyatta Mendatta 
Sea of Dreams 
Half Dome: 
Tis-sa-ack 
Bushido 
Zenith 
Arctic Sea 
Washington Column: 
The Prow 
Electric Ladyland 

his first solo attempt. Earlier this 
year, he soloed Lurking Fear in 
6½days. 

Early in the summer, Steve 
Grossman soloed a new route on 
the blank headwall right of the 
Shield route. After that, he 
teamed up with Charles Cole to 
squeeze a clean looking line in to 
the right of the Nose. 
Steve Schneider and John 
Barbella added a good line that 
finishes to the right of the Salathe 
Waif. This was named Bermuda 
Dunes (VI, 5.11, A4) . 
Lydija and Jay Smith established 
a steep nailing route on the far 
right side of El Cap. It's called Bad 
To The Bone (VI, 5.9+ , A4), and is 
right of Born Under a Bad Sign. 
This climb was done in good 
style with few bolts placed. 

A5 ....:. 

A5 

A3+ 
A4 
A4 

A4+ 

A2 
A4 

Half Dome 

A good route was added to Half 
Dome between the Direct 
Northwest Face and Tis-sa-ack by 
Charles Cole, solo. This climb 
Queen of Spades (A4), was done 
in 9 days. 
John Barbella and Bob (called 
"the aid man") did the second 
ascent of the Arctic Sea (A4+) in 
7 days (with five pitches fixed) . 
They reported "too many drilled 
hook holes and too much 
chiselling done to blank 
copperhead corners" ; besides 
this, the route is in an outrageous 
location. 
Tis-sa-ack, perhaphs the best 
route on Half Dome, got its first 
solo ascent this summer by 
Walter Shipley. 
Randy Leavitt 
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THE CLASSIC RANGE 
OF DOWN AN□ 
SYNTHETIC DUVETS 

You'll find our duvets in just about 
every wild and remote place on earth 
- they've been the automatic choice 
for leading expeditions, including 12 
to Everest, for over 20 years. 

Gear functioning at this level has to 
be right, and no-one - absolutely no
one - has more experience of how to 
handle down and synthetic insulation 
and the new hi-tee fabrics. 

See page 4 for full specifications. 

2 

REDLINE GORE·TEX OUTER 

ANNAPURNA GORE·TEX OUTER 

LIGHTLINE GORE·TEX OUTER (ALSO 
AVAILABLE WITH NYLON OUTER) 

REDLINE NYLON OUTER 

ANNAPURNA NYLON OUTER 

CERRO TORRE NYLON OUTER 



FOUR NEWCOMERS 
OFFERING 
TOP QUALITY AND 
EXCEPTIONAL 
VALUE 

This new range combines powerful 
performance and attractive styling 
with the keenest prices around. They 
are made exclusively for us in the 
Peoples Republic of China by a 
specialist textile unit. The quality is 
excellent- the best we've come across 
apart from our own. 

We are proud to have succeeded in 
bringing the benefits of our own 
design and the latest materials -
Gore·Tex, Entrant, Quallofil-within 
the reach of more and more outdoor 
enthusiasts. 

See page 4 for full specifications. 

MAKALU GORE·TEXOUTER-DOWN 
FILL 

FITZROY ENTRANT OUTER
HOLLOFIL INSULATION 

FITZROY SUPER GORE·TEX OUTER
QU ALLOFIL INSULATION 

DOLOMITE POLYCOTTON OUTER
HOLLOFIL INSULATION 
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WINTER CLOTHING 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Separate drawcord channel 

Down filled front flap Elasticated hem 

Redline 
High mountain/expedition duvet, filling 0 .60 kg. 
pure white duck down, total weight 1.25 kg. 
Outer smooth windproof ripstop nylon. 
Red outer, grey lining. 

Wall-quitted down hood 

Elasticated hem 

Annapurna 
Alpine, Scottish or Himalayan duvet, filling 
0.40 kg. pure white duck down, total weight 
0.85 kg. Outer shell windproof ripstop nylon, 
wall quilted throughout including shoulder and 
inside arm seams, vertical side walls to stop 
down shift . Royal outer, yellow lining. 

Down filled--4--~ :-,,:( 
collar 

Elasticated hem 

Insulated flap over 
nylon zip 

Hand 

iO 
Lightline IScms. 

A very light compressible duvet filling 0.26 kg. 
pure white duck down, total weight 0.64 kg. 
Outer shell windproof ripstop nylon, stitched 
through quilting. Navy outer, red inner. 
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Detachable hood 
Stud-fastening 

Separate drawcord channel 

Ripstop 
Gore·Tex 

vr--+ - ..l,..--Double 

Elasticated snow skirt - Redline only 

Redline Gore·Tex 

storm flap 

Gore·Tex 
turned inside 

Filling as Redline, combination outer in Strata 
and ripstop Gore·Tex. All seams hot air taped. 
Red body, navy sleeves, navy lining. 

Annapurna Gore•Tex 
Filling as Annapurna, combination outer in 
Strata and ripstop Gore·Tex. All seams hot air 
taped. Royal body, navy sleeves, yellow lining. 

Lightline Gore·Tex 
Filling as Lightline, combination outer in 
Strata and ripstop Gore-Tex. All seams hot air 
taped. Navy body, red sleeves, red inner. 

Detachable hood 
Stuc:t.fastening 

Vekro 
fastening 

Zipped 
pocket 

(except 
Fitzroy) 

Makalu 

Heavy duty double-slider zip 

Zipped map 
pocket 
behind 
storm flap 

hand warmers 

Elasticated 

Total weather protection with many special 
features. 70/30 new duck down filling to give 
superb warmth up to Alpine and Scottish 
winter conditions. Outer shell in Polycotton 
Gore·Tex. All seams hot air taped. Grey body, 
navy shoulders and arms. 

Fitzroy Super 
A tremendous synthetic/Gore·Tex 
combination. Quallofil insulation - the latest 
development in hollow fibre - and Polycotton 
Gore·Tex outer shell . All seams hot air taped. 
Two options - Grey body with royal shoulders 
and arms, or Cedar green throughout. 

Fitzroy 
Outstanding value in an all weather jacket. 
Hollofil insulation, Entrant nylon outer shell. 
All seams hot air taped, fully insulated hood. 
Royal blue outer and inner. 

Detachable hood 
Stud-fastening 

Storm flap 

Dolomite 

Cord lock toggles 

Large insulated pockets 
with handwarmers 

A stylish budget jacket with luxurious feel. 
Hollofil insulation, soft polycotton outer. Navy 
outer, yellow inner. 

Separate d,awcord channel 

Hollofil insulation 

Insulated flap over 2-way zip 

Cerro Torre 

Hollofil hood 

High padded collar 

Zipped 
handwarmers 

Elasticated hem 

Real expedition type warmth. Hollofil 
insulation over body and arms, extra Libond 
insulation over body area, hollofil hood, high 
padded collar. Outer shell windproof ripstop 
nylon, total weight 1.16 kg. Red outer, navy 
inner. 

Detachable pile-lined hood 

Windlite 

High collar 

Magyar pattern 
eliminates all 

Large pockets 

Adjustable velcro 
fastening wrists 

Highly acclaimed all purpose jacket, fibre pile 
lining, outer shell in Stormlite water resistant, 
breathable polycotton. Royal blue body, navy 
shoulders and arms. 



HI-TEC CLOTHING 
Lll<E NO-ONE ELSE 
DOESIT 

Kongur Extreme Insulated 
Jacket 

Originally designed for the successful 1981 
Kongur expedition and extensively developed 
since. 6oz Quallofil insulation, Radiant Barrier 
incorporated over body area - extra warmth for 
hardly any extra weight. Outer shell -
combination of Strata cordura Gore·Tex on 
shoulders and arms and ripstop Gore·Tex 
body. All seams hot air taped. Front zip covered 
with double storm flap stud fastening, velcro 
adjustable closures on cuffs, zipped lined 
handwarmers behind front pockets, zipped 
map pocket under storm flaps, elasticated snow 
skirt inside, stud-on hood. Red body, navy 
arms, navy inner. 

Kongur Extreme Insulated 
Salopette 

3oz Quallofil insulation, Strata and ripstop 
Gore·Tex outer. High front and back supported 
by fully elasticated shoulder straps with quick
release buckles. Elastication built into back 
panel. Front zip protected by storm flap to 
crutch level, 2 lined pockets for handwarming 
with velcro anti-gape tabs. Strata Gore·Tex 
panels on knees, seat and inner ankles with 
Gore-Tex turned up inside of trouser bottoms 
to protect filling. All seams hot air taped. Red 
body, navy reinforcements, navy inner. 

One Piece Suits 
These high altitude suits give tremendous 

protection. They are available as: 

A. Gore·Tex wind suit, unlined 3-layer 
Gore·Tex with Strata Gore·Tex panels on 
knees and seat. Integral wired hood, full length 
zip runs under crutch and into small of back, 
hip length side zip - all zips protected with 
velcro fastening storm flaps. Generous pockets. 
All seams hot air taped. 

B. Ripstop nylon shell filled with new duck 
down, stud-on detachable hood, generous 
pockets. Full length zip runs under crutch and 
into small of back. 

K2 Mitts 
Designed for use up to extreme Himalayan 

conditions. 
Expedition. 3-layer Strata Cordura Gore·Tex 

outer, fibre pile lining, leather palm, 7" cuff, 
elasticated at wrist and cuff. Red or navy. 

Standard. 3-layer Strata Cordura Gore·Tex 
outer, fibre pile lining, 4" cuff, elasticated at 
wrist and cuff. Red or navy. 

Overmitts. 3-layer Strata Cordura Gore·Tex 
outer, 4" cuff, elasticated at wrist and cuff. Red 
or navy. 

GORE·TEX SHELL 
CLOTHING 

Gore·Tex shell clothing- no 
better protection against rain, 
wind and snow. 

Internal apron with 
drawcord 

CASCADE JACKET Drawcord 

Wired hood 

Velcro µ,ffs 

Windriver Jacket. Taffeta 3-layer nylon 
Gore·Tex, all seams hot air taped, hood with 
drawcord. 2 way full length zip with storm flap 
fastened by velcro. 2 large front pockets, 
zipped map pocket under storm flap. Forest 
Green or Mid Blue. 
Windriver Overtrousers. Taffeta 3-layer nylon 
Gore·Tex, all seams hot air taped. Elasticated 
waist, knee length side zips and gussets. Forest 
Green or Mid Blue. 

Cascade Jacket. 3-layer Strata Cordura 
Gore·Tex, all seams hot air taped. Wired hood 
with internal apron and drawcord. Red or 
Navy. 
Cascade Overtrousers. 3-layer Strata Cordura 
Gore·Tex, all seams hot air taped. Elasticated 
waist, knee length side zips and gussets. Red or 
Navy. 

Strata is Gore·Tex fabric 
laminated with Cordura high 
tenacity nylon to give it the 
hardwearing qualities that rugged 
all weather use demands - it has 
three times the abrasion resistance 
of current taffeta nylon fabric. 

The Cascade in Strata will take 
on the worst conditions and give 
you the soft comfortable 
performance that you've come to 
expect from Gore·Tex breathable 
fabric. 
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Mountain Equipment down bags 
are the best in the world. 

Every one of the four bags in our 
current down range is a classic in its 
own right. They cover all possible 
needs from the Ultra-lightweight 
enthusiast to the most seriously 
committed Himalayan 
Expedition. No other 
manufacturer has the 
experience, skill and 
rigorous pursuit of 
quality to be able 
to offer such a choice. 

All our down bags 
incorporate the following 
features: 
• The best quality of filling 

used anywhere in the world 
• Unique vertical baffling over chest 

to improve body core insulation 
• Sophisticated hood design for snug 

The achievement of a waterproof 
breathing sleeping bag has been one 
of the major improvements in gear in 
recent years. This has been shown 
dramatically in the final stages of 
recent expeditions, when 
the ability to bivouac 
'tent-less' in the 
severest conditions 
has been a 
significant 
factor in 
survival 
and 
success. 
Mountain . 
Equipment 
has pioneered 
this technique, in 
particular being the first to introduce 
and develop the 'smooth shell' to its 
present state. In this design all quilt 
stitching is confined to the inner 
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fit 
• Baffle in f ootpiece for better 

distribution of down 
• Outer shell in lightweight taffeta 

nylon 

REDLINE 
GORE·TEX SHELL 

materials and the Gore·Tex fabric 
envelope is secured at the edges only, 
with all seams hot air taped. 

Two options are available: A 
standard shell replacing the normal 

REDLINE 

Everest. 14 Everest expeditions. Fill weight 31b. 
Total weight 41b 8oz. Class 5. 
Redline. A superb performer into very low 
temperatures. Fill weight 21b. 4oz. Total weight 
31b. 9oz. Class 4. 
Annapurna. Acknowledged as the ideal UK/ 
Alpine bag. Fill weight lib. 8oz. Total weight 21b. 
14oz. Class 3. 
Lightline. Probably the lightest bag in the world. 
Fill weight lib. Total weight 21b. 1oz. Class 2. 

Available to order with a Gore·Tex outer shell. 

Once again Mountain Equipment 
have the best budget down bags with 
a luxury specification: 
• Single bag construction with slant 

wall baffles 
• Full length zip with draught baffle 
• Down-filled collar on Mountain 

and Ice Dragon 
• Nylon Taffeta outers 
• 100% cotton inners on all 

bags 
• Divided wall-baffled footpiece 

nylon outer, or a hooded shell where a 
Gore·Tex fabric hood is incorporated 
- zipped and elasticated - to give 
complete protection. 

All Mountain Equipment bags 
( except the Firebird) can be supplied 
with a Gore-Tex fabric shell. Just 
place your order with your specialist 
shop allowing a few weeks for 
delivery. 

f 
,[ 
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• Unique zipped pillow 
compartment which turns inside 
out to make a great storage sac with 
carrying handles 
• Separate stuff 

The Firebird contains ICI 
Superloft filling blown-filled in 'V' 
baffled boxes 

~ 
and incorporates 
a thermal 
reflective barrier. 
Nylon outer 
polycotton 
rnner, 
pillow and 
night 
pockets, right 
or left full length zip 
with baffle, and a total weight 
of around 4-%lb. Class 3. 

Warmth in the wet without the 
crippling penalties of excessive weight 
and bulk. The secret lies in the 
SilveRB Radiant Barrier built into the 
synthetic lining. 

Radiant barriers have always 
been inefficient, 

CERRO TORRE RB 

sweaty and heavy, but the SilveRB 
barrier is virtually free of these 
drawbacks. 

Backpacker. 
Hollow fibre. 

Superb, light, 
compact bag for the 

Spring to Autumn 
backpacker and valley camper. 

Total weight: 2lbs 12oz. Class 2. 
Fitzroy. Hollofil . Winter capability 

for valley camping, and 3 season use in 
mountains. Total weight: 3lbs 8oz. Class 3. 
Cerro Torre. Hollofil . Mountain 4 season rating. 
Total weight: 4lbs 6oz. Class 4. 

Available to order with a Gore-Tex outer shell. 

Ice Dragon - 21b. 10oz. fill. Class 4. 
Mountain Dragon - 21b. fill . Class 3. 

Green Dragon - lib. 9oz. fill . Class 3. 
Yellow Dragon - lib. 2oz. fill . Class 2. 

ICE DRAGON 

FIELD REPORT from 
the Joint Services Expedition 

to Brabant Island, Antarctica: 
"The bag was used by myself for 

approximately 92 days, and on my return was 
washed and is still in excellent condition. 

FIREBIRD 

"It has proved to be an extremely hard
wearing bag, able to withstand a vast 
temperature range, from + 3°C to -28° and 
Force 10 winds, and it is half the weight of 
other bags used on the Expedition. The bag 
was even fairly comfortable when damp. 

"My personal feelings are that the 
'Fire bird' is a first class sleeping bag, an asset 
to any outdoor activity, by far the best 
sleeping bag I have ever used, and I would 
not have been without it in the Antarctic:' 

(Corporal Jeff Hill RM) 
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MOUNTAIN EOUIPMENT OUALITY 
It is said that Quality is a tired word. 

Everybody uses it and most cold weather 
clothing is 'adequate' - or looks it!! So does 
quality mean anything any more? Well, at 
Mountain Equipment we look at things a bit 
differently and there's nothing tired about our 
attitude to quality in our own products. 

In selecting and testing the finest and most 
modern materials, throughout original design 
work and excellent craftmanship, we take care. 
As a result there are a host of special details 
built into our clothing, many of them things 
you'll never see. 

About Ourselves. 
We could say much more about designs, 

materials etc. But to short-circuit all of that, it 
makes more sense to say simply why Mountain 
Equipment is different. Why do we take more 
trouble? And why do Mountain Equipment 

always lead? There are two main reasons - we 
have a matchless depth of experience, and 
we're still small enough to care. 

Our experience comes from 23 years of 
setting ourselves to make the best gear possible, 
and then seeing it proven in the earth's most 
extreme climates. It's been on Everest with 12 
expeditions, and across both Poles with 
Transglobe. Every kind of activity in every 
kind of cold weather - Mountain Equipment 
gear has been there, been proven, and given us 
the basis of reality for our evolving designs. 
But to implement experience, to turn it into 
truly advanced products year after year takes a 
level of interest and personal commitment 
many firms cannot achieve. They cannot 
sustain the effort or see it as uncommercial -
why bother when all you need is a few gimmicks 
and a lot of advertising? Quantity is what 
counts after all. 

SPECIALIST SLEEPING BAGS 
How does a sleeping bag work? 

At night man is at his most defenceless. He 
needs rest and sleep, and he can find them a 
thousand miles from his home in the warmth of 
his sleeping bag. 

Man has evolved several wonderful things 
that help him to survive in cold climates. Fire 
and houses were two early examples and the 
modern sleeping bag is no mean successor. 
Now men can sleep on Everest in 4'/,lbs of 
magic; and backpackers can go out confidently 
in cool weather, their rest assured by a 21b 
bundle no bigger than a loaf of bread. 

But what exactly does a sleeping bag do for 
us? 

Well, man is giving out heat to his 
environment all the time and to be comfortable 
he needs to be losing heat at the same rate that 
he is producing it; this is called heat balance. 
On a cold day; he can reac.t to the conditions -
put on more clothes, move about, and so on. 
At night he wants to sleep, and if he is to 
remain securely warm, his sleeping bag must 
give his body the extra help it needs in the 
form of insulation. 

Heat Debt , 
Man is a factory which takes in food and 

constantly produces energy and heat. If he 
loses heat faster than he makes it, he will get 
increasingly uncomfortable until eventually he 
may die. This condition when heat loss exceeds 
heat production, is called 'heat debt' . 

Heat Loss 
We lose heat in 4 main ways. 

Evaporation. By breathing and from skin. 
Radiation. We radiate heat constantly. 
Conduction. We warm up everything our skin 
touches - air, clothes, etc. So we lose heat by 
contact. 
Convection. Air 
currents continually 
carry heat away. 
A cold wind is a 
prime example. 

Heat Balance 
To survive man must maintain his deep core 

temperature around 98.6° F (37° C). To be 
comfortable he has to keep his average skin DEEP BODY .,,,,,,,,,,...--, 
temperature within a few degrees of91° F 
(33°C). CORE 98.6°F 

To achieve this in temperate and cold 
climates, where the air around us is much 
colder than 91° F, we need clothes by day and SKIN 91° F +-....;.;;;,;.-

bedding by night - in fact, enough insulation AIR LA YER+-Ff---, 
to slow down our loss of heat to the same rate 
as we are making it. This is called 'heat.balance'. 
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AIR LAYER 

SLEEPING BAG 

OUTSIDE 
__,'""""'..____. ENVIRONMENT 

At Mountain Equipment we see all that and 
still feel that true commerce, true exchange, 
means giving value for money. So we try, 
personally. And we care, personally. And we 
really do intend personally to provide you with 
the best gear you've ever had. Everyone from 
the machining room to the director's offices 
knows about our aim and our guarantee; we all 
stand behind it. 

Guarantee 
All Mountain Equipment gear is guaranteed 
against faults in materials or workmanship for 
life. Any article which shows a fault in materials 
or workmanship will be repaired or replaced 
free of charge. 
Repairs due to normal wear, accident, improper 
care or negligence where we are not at fault, 
will be repaired for a reasonable charge. 

Insulation 
A good sleeping bag gives us enough extra 

insulation at night, so that we are in 'heat 
balance' and sleep comfortably. To do this it is 
designed to reduce two kinds of heat loss (by 
conduction and by convection) to a minimum. 
The other two kinds are left alone: evaporation 
because for comfort it is best left to escape 
freely, and radiation because at low 
temperatures it tends to account for less than 
10% of our total heat lo'ss. 

A layer of air is the best barrier to conduction 
loss. 

But when it is a thick layer the air moves 
around in the open space and convection 
currents continually carry heat away. 

So the space needs to be filled up to trap the 
air and keep it as still as possible. 

Down, synthetics and fibre pile do this job 
superbly. When these fillings are used in a 
sleeping bag, they not only provide a thick 
layer that is over 95% air, but they also keep 
the air still. 



CHOOSING YOUR ·SLEEPING BAG 
When you actually get down to choosing a 

bag try to be clear about where and when you 
want to use it. Valley only or up on the tops? 
Summer only - year round? This is only the 
first step for a wise buyer, but it shows quickly 
the level of bag you should be looking at . 

As a rough guide for temperate climates like 
Britain the table with 5 classes of bags is useful. 
The first class assumes virtually no clothing is 
worn in the bag, the next three assume light 
clothing. When you are looking at this table be 
sensible and allow for your own metabolism, if 
you are always a cold sleeper you will want a 
warmer bag than most people from the start. 
Go for the next class. 

How then do you decide between the 
different bags in each class? Look a little closer 
at what you want. What is going to matter to 
most to you? 
Weight? Down is easily first choice. 
Bulk? Down again. 
Performance in wet conditions? Synthetics are 
much better than down. 
Length of Life? Down will outlast synthetic by 
a long time. 
Easy Care? Down is probably the most complex 

to care for. 
Value for money? It is pointless to overbuy but 
generally you get what you pay for. Quality 
rarely comes cheap. 

General design features 
Size and shape. Some bags have special 

shapes for a specific reason - e.g. backpacking 
bags are slim to save weight. But in general you 
should be able to pull up the hood without 
your feet pressed hard onto the footpiece. And 
there should be room inside for you to wear 
extra clothes if necessary. More space than this 
is a waste of weight and thermal efficiency. 

Zips. Bags with zips can be opened for easy 
entry and for cooling on warm nights . Also full 
length double ended zips allow bags to be 
zipped together to make doubles. Drawbacks 
are additional weight and an extra thing to go 
wrong- but with care malfunction is rare. 
Make sure the zip has an adequate tube of 
insulation behind it to seal off cold and 
draughts. 

Stitching. Stitch size is important to the life 
of the bag. Look for a minimum of 8 stitches to 
the inch and preferably 10 on both down and 

synthetic bags. Also watch out for run-back 
(loose stitches) at the end of quilt lines on 
synthetics. 

Size and shape 
Shell materials must not leak; must be 

tough, non-rotting, lightweight and permeable 
to water vapour from the body. Also the outer 
shell must be fairly draught proof and the inner 
shell comfortable in feel. The most common 
materials are:-
2oz Nylon - plain sturdy, cheap with most of 
the required qualities for both shells. 
2oz Ripstop Nylon- similar but tougher, good 
for outer shells. 
Nylon Taffeta - 1.5oz or less: comfortable: 
very light: good for inners. 
Cotton - comfortable: heavy: shorter life needs 
more care than nylon. Used for inners. 
Polycotton - comfortable: heavy: tougher than 
cotton for inners. 
Gore·Tex - a specialist fabric that makes the 
outer shell virtually waterproof while still 
allowing body moisture to evaporate. 

Which class do you need? Which bag do you buy? 

EXPEDITION 5 Everest 
4 .7 lbs 

WINTER 4 Redline Cerro Torre 
3.6 lbs 4.5 lbs 

WINTER 3SEASON 3 
Annapurna Firebird Fitzroy 

2.7 lbs 4. 75 lbs 3.5 lbs 

3SEASON SUMMER 2 Lightline Backpacke1 
2.0 lbs 2. 75 lbs 

SUMMER 1 
16 oz 26 oz 36 oz 48 oz 36 oz ~ Filling weights 

BLOWN SILVERB VALLEY MOUNTAIN EXPEDITION CLASS* DOWN SYNTH-
ETIC SYNTHETIC 

* The classes relate to approximate minimum temperatures. CLASS I : 50°F. CLASS 2: 35°F. CLASS 3: 20°F. CLASS 4: -5° CLASS 5: -35"F. 

CHOOSING YOUR JACl<ET 
There are lots of jackets to choose from in the 
Mountain Equipment range. As a quick guide 
to help you find what you want, we've put I 

together these two performance charts. If you 
still want to talk it through before you decide, 
then ask your specialist retailers advice, or get 

in touch with us direct if you have any really 
awkward queries. We'll be glad to help. 

Chart 1. Warmth and Suitability Chart 2. Specifications and Performance 
The jackets are arranged approximately in order of performance, the 

warmest at the top. Note that other manufacturers' best jackets would 
barely come half way up our performance list. The columns on the righ~ 
suggest suitable use. 

Maximum 
Capability 

General Backpacking Mountaineering 
Outdoors 3season Winter Alps UK 

I I I I Winter Expediti 

Prolonged Redline Gore·Tex • exceptional Annapurna Gore· Tex • • • cold 
Redline • 

Intense 
Annapurna • • • • 

cold Cerro Torre • • 
Kongur Extreme • • 
Fitzroy Super • • • • • Very cold Windlite • • • • • 
Lightline Gore·Tex • • • • • 
Makalu • • • • • 

Cold Lightline • • • • • 
Fitzroy • • • 
Dolomite • • • 

on 

This chart shows the features of each jacket - its strong and weak points -
to help you see at a glance if it's likely to do what you want. 

Wind Water Wetted Long-term 
Resistance Resistance Performance Performance 

I I I I 
Redline Gore·Tex • • • • • • • • • 
Annapurna Gore ·Tex • • • • • • • • • 
Redline • • • • • 
Annapurna • • • • • 
Cerro Torre •• • • • 
Kongur Extreme • • • • • • • • • • 
Fitzroy Super • • • • • • • • • • 
Windlite • • • • • • • • • 
Lightline Gore-Tex • • • • • • • • • 
Makalu • •• • • • • • • 
Lightline •• •• • 
Fitzroy ••• • • • • • • • 
Dolomite •• • • • 
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JACKET 

PULLOVER 
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THERMOFLEECE 
Soft fibre double-brushed into a 

warm, light fabric, that's 
ThermoFleece. 

Walking, climbing, skiing, see you in 
the pub, camping, riding, sailing, iva1k 
around town; it meets a wider range of 
weather conditions and uses than 
anything before it. 

It's softer and more comfortable 
than any sweater or fibre pile jacket. It 
looks great right from the start and goes 
on looking good with wear; this fabric 
doesn't suffer unsightly pilling like pile 
- it grows agreeably shaggy instead. 

Our new covered jacket -
ThermoFleece lining and ICI nylon 
'Tactel' outer - is a highly versatile 
'knock around' garment. Very smart 
in appearance and suitable for a wide 
range of conditions. 

Sweater Crewneck 
sweater. Sky Blue, 
Navy, Grey, Green 
or Red. 

Jacket Hip length, full 
length coil zip, double 
thickness collar, 2 large 
front pockets. Sky Blue, 
Navy, Grey, Green or 
Red. 

Pullover Neatly styled 
top with short coil zip, 
double thickness collar, 
very large pouch pockets 
with easy access. Sky 
Blue, Navy, Grey, Green 

· ·or Red. 

Two Colour Jacket Sarne sizing and pocket 
style as jacket above. Contrast yoke and arms in 3 
different colour combinations. Navy/Grey, 
Navy/Red or Navy/Royal. 
Balaclava The warmest and most comfortable 
we know. Stretch fabric . Sky Blue, Navy, Grey, 
Red or Beige. 
Covered Jacket Outer shell wind resistant ICI 
nylon Tactel, lining ThermoFleece. Navy outer 
and lining or Grey outer and Navy lining. 

Zipped 
pockets 

TWO COLOUR JACKET 

COVERED JACKET 

HOOPED TOP 



MIDWEARTOP 

FREESTYLE ... NEW 
DIMENSIONS IN 
CLOTHING 

Lightness, comfort and style are 
key features of our new Freestyle 
range - plus the Mountain 
Equipment guarantee of quality and 
expertise. 

Underwear. • Crew neck shirt with 
either long or short sleeves. 
• Zipped turtle neck shirt with extra 
wrist section to use as a mitt. 
• Ankle length trousers. • Union 
suit with zipped drop seat for 
prolonged outdoor use. • Available 
in navy or red. 
Midwear. Super brushed finish on 
the inside of a heavier fabric. 
Appealing 4 season casual wear or 
the perfect mid-garment for your 
layering system. • Long sleeved top 
with either crew or zipped turtle 
neck. Colours- grey with red stripes 
or navy with red stripes. • Trousers 
- navy with side stripe, elasticated 
waist and ankles. 

UNDERWEAR 

MIDWEAR TROUSERS 

MID WEAR TOP & FREESTYLE TROUSERS 

Designed to meet the vagaries of 
British weather - they're wind and 
rain repellant with a super lightweight 
feel. They are made from a close 
weave 61% cotton 39% nylon fabric, 
and come in two styles with a choice 
of four colours- navy, sand, lovat and 
grey. The two styles, PRO and 
CASUAL, both come with matching 
polycotton soft woven belts with 
leather trim and double ring 
fastening. CASUAL trousers have 5 
useful pockets, PRO trousers have 7 
pockets and double thickness seat and 
knee patches. 

Also available - breeches and 
shorts in lovat and navy. 

Double thickness 
reinforcement 

Double thickness 
reinforcement---LIJ~ 

FREESTYLE TROUSERS 

Woven belt with 
rina fastening 

Cargo pockets 
stud- fastening 

PRO TROUSERS 
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Mountain Equipment 

Mountain Equipment Ltd. George Street, Glossop, SKB 8AY England. Telephone Glossop (045 74) 3770/3105. 

Gore-Tex is a Regd. T.M. ofW.L. Gore & Assoc. Inc. Terylene Superloft is a Regd. T.M. of ICI PLC Libond is a Regd. T.M. of the British Vita Group 
Quallofil and Hollofil are Regd. T.M'.s of E.I. Dupont de Nerrnours & Co. Entrant is supplied by Carrington Performance Fabrics 



BRITISH ISLES 

More Hard Climbing in Scotland 
Left: Murray Hamilton making the first ascent of the excellent 
Hard Contract (E4,6b) at Lennie Quarry. Photo: Rab Anderson. 

SCOTLAND 

Glencoe 

Creag a'Bhancair -After lying 
unrepeated since 1980, 
Whillance's route The Risk 
Business received three ascents 
in the space of a week by teams 
comprising Hamilton/Anderson, 
Cuthbertson/Howett and 
McKenzie/Rooney respectively, 
with visiting southerners Peel 
and Lovat also making an ascent 
later in the season. The obvious 
left curving crackline springing 
from the tree at the start of The 
Risk Business leading to a belay 
below the upper Carnivore 
traverse and gaining that route's 
direct finish by a rising leftwards 
traverse was climbed by 
Hamilton, Whillance and 
Anderson, unnamed as yet (E4 
6a,5c,5c) and repeated shortly 
after by Howett and Cuthbertson. 
This pair then returned to climb a 
stupendous route directly up the 
big white wall above the end of 
Carnivore's first pitch gained by 
Whillance's direct start to that 
route. Romantic Reality (E6 
6a,6b,5b). Cuthbertson this time 
with Moores also added Gone 
With The Wind (E5 6b,6a) which 
follows a somewhat tenuous but 
sensational line in between The 
Risk Business and the new line to 
its right to belay on the latter 
route before continuing directly 
up through the bulges above the 
upper traverse of Carnivore. 
On the nearby Dwindle Wall, 
Cuthbertson and Moores climbed 
the wall left of Easy Going at E2 
5b to give Too Cold for Comfort. 
Up on Church Door Buttress on 
the Bidean, Hamilton, 
Livingstone and Anderson 
climbed a fine line to the right of 
Lost Ark, the first pitch taking a 
very obvious groove and the 
second follows a sl im groove in 
the hanging arete above, Temple 
of Doom (E3 6a,5c). 
Back in _March on the Etive Slabs, 
the obvious heathery crack 
running directly up above the 
belay above the crux slab pitch of 
Pinch was cleaned out and 
climbed in its entirey by 
Anderson and Spence to provide 
a better finish at E2 5b. 
Creag Allen, a small granite 
outcrop just along from the 
Ballachulish Bridge on the Oban 
Road provided Cuthbertson with 
Bill Gets the Digger Going After 
Two Years, a superb pitch up the 
grooved arete left of Marathon 
Man at E46b. 

Garbh Bheinn (Ardgour) 

On the upper tier of the south 
wall th':l steep s(abby looking wall 
to the right of Pincer was climbed 
directly up its middle to finish up 
a _c~ack in the leaning headwall, 
giving a long E4 5c pitch to 
Whillance, Hamilton and 
Anderson . Golden Lance by 
Anderson and Russell climbs 

directly up both tiers at E2 
5c,5c,5c starting up the thin crack 
just left of Razor Slash and 
crossing"that route to follow a 
crackline left of Butterknife. 

Ben Nevis 

Whillance's route Agrippa, the 
arete left of Titans Wall, was 
repeated by McKenzie and Petit 
and later on by Howett who also 
went on to repeat Banana 
Groove. McKenzie also had an 
interesting day's soloing when he 
did Centurion, Torro and the Bat, 
running down the path by about 
2.00 pm. 

Glen Nevis 

This superb low lying area has 
produced yet more routes which 
when added to the existing 
routes should make the new 
guidebook, currently being 
compiled by Ed Grindley and 
expe~t~~ out at Easter, a worthy 
acquIsItIon. 
On probably the best of this 
area's crags, Wave Buttress, the 
obvious crack and scoop left of 
Ground Zero was climbed by 
Hamilton and Anderson to 
produce On the Beach (E5 6a). 
After repeating this, Cuthbertson, 
not to be outdone, returned to 
climb the bold wall and thin crack 
immediately to the right with two 
preplaced wires and a peg for 
protection to give the hard 
Jodicus Grotticus (E5 6c) 
repeated later by Peel and Lovat. 
Cuthbertson then in the company 
of Armstrong and Reed moved to 
the left and added what is 
effectively a direct line on First 
Wave at E5 6b, Freddie Across 
the Mersev. Spence and 
McKenzie climbed a good direct 
line up the wall in between Think 
Vertical and Edge Hog to give 
Walter Wall (E4 6a). Romancing 
the Stone, a bold direct start to 
Crack Attack was climbed by 
Howett. Nearly all of the routes 
on this crag have had repeats and 
their quality confirmed. 
On Lower Gorge Crag Spence 
and Anderson climbed the crack 
in the small buttress just to the 
left of the main crag, Mothers 
Day (E4 6a) repeated then soloed 
by Cuthbertson. 
On Blade Buttress, up and right 
from Wave Buttress, Sabre (E2 
5b) climbs the overhung groove 
right of Blade and was the work 
of Johnstone and Latter. Up and 
right from here on Wavelet 
Buttress Johnstone soloed the 
shallow depression in the centre 
of the crag at E1 5a, Wavelet. 
On the Gorge Wall Armstrong 
and Wright followed the crack 
and groove near the right end, 
Darkness on The Edge of Town 
(E1 5b) and Armstrong then 
cl imbed the steep jam crack with 
the tree, Power in the Darkness 
(E1 5c) . 
On nearby Whale Rock 
Cuthbertson again found a 
superb line climbing the scoop 

and ragged twin cracks just right 
of the blunt arete to give Just a 
Little Treasure at E4 6b. Left of 
this the obvious crack is 
Earthstrip and the thin cracks to 
its left gave an E3 6a to Latter. 
Just left of this the thin crack and 
obvious rising rightwards 
traverse line gave Armstrong and 
Borthwick Fascination Trap (E2 
5c). At the left end of the crag the 
black wall and cracks were 
climbed by Slater, Carmichael 
and Shaw, Dirty Tongue (V Diff.); 
minus Carmichael they went on 
to add Big Mickey (HS) up the 
wall and crack to the right and 
Stretcher Case (VS 4c) up a left 
trending ramp and niche, 
finishing right. 
Evening Crag provided 
Armstrong and Wright with 
Pagan Love Song (HVS 5b) up the 
undercut groove right of Choe Ice 
and through the overhang by a 
crack. 
Cuthbertson found a short but 
smooth gritstone like slab at the 
upper end of Scimitar Crag on 
which he cleaned and soloed 
three routes. Sweet Little Mystery 
(E4 6a) climbs a short way up the 
obvious scoop to finish dirctly 
while Where the Mood Takes Me 
(E4 6a) climbs the thin crack to 
the right. By far the best and 
hardewt of the three is Jahu 
which with some thin climbing 
and a poor landing climbs the left 
to right trending scoop in its 
entirety at E5 6a. 
On the small crag above road 
crag Cuthbertson climbed Mo's 
Got Her Knickers in a Twist (E4 
6a) the thin crack in the rib 
between High Street and Zephyr 
Street. 
On Sheep Tank Wall Armstrong 
soloed directly up the centre of 
the slab just left of Gambit at VS 
4c, The Fuzz. 
The left to right slanting ramp/ 
groove left of Handren Effect on 
Buzzard Crag gave Cuthbertson 
and Grindley Caterpillar (E4 5c). 

Glenfinnan 

The crags in this newly 
d~veloped area lie a couple of 
miles out of Glenfinnan on the 
A~8~ towards Mallaig from Fort 
Wilham. They are on the left side 
of the road about 15 mins. walk. 
The leftmost buttress is Dancing 
Buttress and the routes are 
described from right to left. Eegy 
Weegy (E2 5b) takes the sharp 
arete while Pas de Deux (E1 5b), 
th~ overlap and slab immediately 
to its left. Danceclass climbs an 
open groove gained throught the 
overlaps at E3 6a while Scare 
Devil (E3 5c) goes up left from its 
start to take the hanging arete. 
Don 't Fear The Reaper (E3 5c) 
climbs the triple overlap and 
groove line leftwards with a 
direct finish at the same grade. 
On Cave Buttress, A Simple Twist 
of Fate follows the sharp rib and 
v-groove on the right of the crag 
at HVS 5c. The righthand buttress 

is the Main Overhang Area and 
provides longer routes. Ghost 
Train (E2 5b,5b) climbs a groove 
to break through the overhang at 
its left end and follows grooves to 
the top while Cat People (HVS 5a) 
takes a yellowy groove to its 
right. Even the Camels are Weird 
takes a direct line up the grey wall 
at the left end of the main 
overhang at E3 5c, while Aosacko 
(E2 5b,5a) takes grooves in the 
pillar just to the right of the 
overhang. Corner and Slab (MVS) 
is above and right of the 
overhang. All these routes were 
the work of Grindley and 
Armstrong alternating leads with 
the exception of A Simple Twist 
of Fate which Armstrong soloed 
and Cat People where he was 
accompanied by Wright. Dove 
Buttress is 5 mins. walk from the 
road about half a mile further 
along the road on the left. Silicon 
(MS) soloed by Armstrong is the 
quartzy slab down and left of the 
main crag . Manic Laughter (E 1 
5b) the central groove line from 
the toe of the buttress and Night 
Games (HVS 5a) the overhang 
just down from the undercut 
section at the right of the crag 
were the work of Armstrong and 
Wright. Just to the right another 
overhang and groove soloed by 
Grindley gave Overhang and 
Wall (HVS 5b). Ramp and Crack 
follows such a feature left of the 
toe of the buttress at E2 5c by 
Grindley and Moist. 
Binnein Shuas 
This fairly neglected crag had a 
couple more routes added this 
year. Charlton and Moist climbed 
the obvious wide crack and 
overhang to the right ofthe Keep 
with a point of aid to give 
Storming The Bastille at E2 5c,5a. 
The obvious cracks and corner 
topped by stepped overhangs 
150' right of the Keep gave an 
excellent route to Charlton and 
Griffiths at E3 5b,5c, Ardan 
Freakv. 
Cairngorms 
Shelter Stone 

Despite good weather new route 
activity in this area was quiet. 
However, a number of routes 
were repeated. Howett had a 
good spell here repeating 
Whillance's Run of the Arrow 
which rated highly and Spire, 
then went on to make further 
ascents of Cupids Bow and 
Missing Link. Harp was also 
repeated, by Anderson and 
Russell. 
Coire Etchachan 

On the Crimson Slabs Ross and 
Strange climbed an E3 5c, King 
Crimson. 

Dubh Loch. 

There was a fair amount of 
activity here mostly by 
Aberdonians taking advantage of 
the prolonged dry spell. 
However, the first of the routes 
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went to Hamilton and Anderson 
when they seized a major line on 
the Central Gully Wall, Cannibals 
(E5 6a,6b,6b,5c) cuts through the 
rising traverse of Voyage of the 
Beagle to pull onto the middle of 
the Cougar Slab and climb the 
stepped corner system_a~ove, 
which gives the crux. Livingstone 
and Dinwoodie climbed a line up 
the impressive wall left of 
Slartibartfast on False Gully Wall 
to give the Dubh Lock its hardest 
route to date - Improbability 
Drive (E6 6c). Left of th is and right 
of Masque Dinwoodie and . 
Strange climbed an E3 5c. A line 
to the right of Sans Fer gave 
Dinwoodie and Lawrie an E4 6a. 
There was also a number of 
notable repeat ascents, Sans_Fer 
by Dinwoodie and then Lawrie 
and Morrison, Ascent of Man by 
Livingstone. Naked ~pe by 
Dinwoodie and Lawrie, Wicker 
Man and Boubadillo by Maclean 
and Hawthorn and Range War by 
Dinwoodie and Maclean. 

Northern Highlands. 
On what is believed to be a newly 
discovered crag at Coldbackie 
near Tongue in Sutherlai:,d Mr. 
Wilkinson and C. Plant climbed 
The Scoldings (E3 5a), a route 
taking the right hand of two 
cracklines to the left of an 
obvious black cleft towards the 
righthand end of the lower tier, 
Watchill Buttess, the rock 
unfortunately being fairly loose 
conglomerate. 

Skye 
A free ascent of Quark possibly 
the first, was made by Fraser and 
Prentice at E3 5c; it is 
recommended that pitches 3 and 
4 be run together as a hanging 
belay off pegs would be required 
if climbed as per the guidebood. 
Hoy 
Another live television 
spectacular by the BBC, but t_his 
time the weather turned out in 
their favour, when for probably 
the fist time this century an 
anticyclone settled over the 
Orkneys! On the day the climbing 
appeared to go well with the 
main team ofWhillance and 
Hamilton making a free ascent of 
the previously aided S.E. Arete . 
and straightening the route out In 
the process, the line having been 
thoroughly cleaned and climbed 
on a prior visit: A Fistful of 
Dollars (E5 6a,5c,5c,6a). The 
father and daughter team of Joe 
and Zoe Brown made an ascent 
of the existing route on the South 
Face. Also on this trip Whillance 
and Hamilton climbed the crack 
on the North Face at E2 5b,5b,5b 
to give For a Few Dollars More, 
probably the best route on the 
stack. They also repeated 
Strapcans' Ancient Mariner, an 
E2 on the West Face, now cleaner 
and as a result better. 
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Lennie Quarry 
Development of this quarry 
situated in the middle of 
Turnhouse golf course beside 
Edinburgh Airport began late last 
year, but interest soon wane~ 
due to the water lying along its 
base. However, during the year 
Wimpey Construction have 
drained it, at the request of the 
golf course not the climbers, 
allowing access to the foot of the 
routes and in some cases 
increasing their length. This 
combined with its sunny aspect 
has caused interest to increase 
again; all of the routes a,re on the 
left hand wall. Last years routes 
are Think Sink (E3 6a), the crack 
in the arete at the right hand end; 
Sunk and Disorderly (E2 5c) the 
crack and niche to its left; 
Dunkers Delight (E3 6a), the crack 
further left with a blue sling on a 
peg runner; Upside Down (E2 5c), 
the crack and open corner 
immediately to the left; Aqua 
Play (E3 6a), the slim groove . 
further left with a peg runner Just 
below a small roof at its start; 
Splashist (HVS 5a) the_crack _up 
the left side of the obvious pillar; 
Dive in Movie (E2 5b) takes the 
middle of the smooth wall further 
left. This year the vicious thin 
crack to the left of Sunk and 
Disorderly fell to Hamilton and 
Anderson giving a superb route, 
one of the best in the area, 
repeated shortly afterw~rds by 
MacKenzie. Sunk and Disorderly 
and Think Sink, belay peg now a 
runner, were both recleaned and 
climbed from the ground 
maintaining the same grade. The 
arete with the projecting block 
left of Upside Drown was climbed 
starting up that route by Dale and 
Mccallum with 2 peg runners, 
The Creature From the Black 
Lagoon (E3 5c). At the far left 
hand end, the first route 
encountered, the thin crack just 
left of the obvious corner, was 
climbed by Anderson and 
MacKenzie at E3 6a to give White 
Tide. 

Limekilns 
There are a number of routes at 
this unusual place near 
Dumfermline on the Forth, ~n.the 
two Limestone blocks that sit in 
the middle of the woods; 
however the two most (mpo~ant 
routes were added earlier th Is 
year. Both follow fine cracks up 
the overhanging north face of No. 
1 block, Iron Fist (E3 6a) _by 
MacKenzie and Spence Is 
probably the hardest, alt~ough 
given the same grade as its 
companion, Velvet Glove, by 
Spence, MacKenzie an 
McCallum. Access problems may 
well occur here and visitors 
should take care as little escapes 
the notice of the landowner! 

Cambusbarron Quarry 
Situated at Cambusbarron just 

outside Stirling this quarry has, 
with intensive gardening, been 
steadily developed throughout 
the year to prod~ce many very 
fine routes. Hamilton and 
Anderson were first on the scene 
when during a visit early in the 
year they made a free ascent of 
Kays fine route Big Country 
Dreams, the obvious S-shaped 
crackline at E3 6a and then 
climbed the hand crack to its r_ight 
to give the aptly named Formica 
Crack (E3 6a). Immediately right 
of this thin crack and arete gave 
Parrblind Doomster, climbed by 
MacAdam with a preplaced nut 
and peg runner, this was climbed 
without in its entirety by Spence, 
E4 6a. Quasi Pulls Through (E4 
Ga) is the groove and flake to the 
right and was climbed by Spence, 
McCallum and Pedley. The same 
trio, with McCallum in the lead 
stole the hanging flake a_nd . 
parallel cracks to give Oink Oink 
(E3 5c), and right again climbed 
the thin crack beside the arete at 
E4 6b, Both Ends Burning. To its 
right Fuel for Thought (E3 5c) by 
Anderson and Russell takes the 
slim groove in the arete gained 
from the corner on the left. Right 
again the bulging crack gave an 
E4 6a to Hamilton and Anderson 
who together with MacKenzie 
returned to climb the corner on 
its right at E1 5c. Left of Big 
Country Dreams the thin crack 
was climbed by MacAdam at E3 
Ga to give Visions of Monaco. To 
its'left the corner and small roof 
was climbed by Pedley and 
McCallum to give Quantum 
Grunt at E3 6a with a tree branch 
for a foothold, this bein~ . 
dispensed with b_y Hamilton with 
a slight increase in grade to 6b. 
Finally the very thin crackline up 
the smooth wall to the left wa~ 
climbed by Latter at E5 6c to give 
the quarry its hardest route. 
Auchinstarry Quarry 
The blank wall left of Masquerade 
was climbed by McCall um and 
Dale at E5 6b with one peg runner 
to give Jumping Jack Splash. Le_ft 
of this Dale soloed the arete and 
wall, there being no runners, at 
E3 5b. 
Craig a Barns (Dunkeld) 
With the crag being virtually 
worked out there is nothing new 
to report this year. However, 
some long awaited repeat 
ascents were made of 
Cuthbertson's hard routes. 
Mousetrap received its second 
ascent by McCallum, followed 
shortly after by both Hamilton 
and MacKenzie, the grade being 
confirmed at E4 6b. The last pair 
also made an ascent of the bold 
Lady Charlotte (E5) after Latters 
second ascent. Latter also 
repeated In Loving Memory (E5) 
leaving the free version of Fall 
Out as the only unrepeated route 
on the crag. 
Rab Anderson 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Despite an incredibly dry 
summer, there have been few 
developments on the high <_:rags 
of the Lakes; instead attention 
has been focused on many small , 
low lying crags. Typical of this is 
Grange Crag in Borrowda_le, 
initially developed by Cohn 
Downer and Chris Bacon, who 
unearthed several buttresses 
which yielded some very fine 
routes. 
On Car Park Crag (only 30 
seconds from the road) they 
climbed Desmond Decker ( E2 5a) 
up the big groove on the left; 
Fender Bender (E3 5c) directly 
above the fence; Fuel Crisis (E2 
5c) climbs up the wall to the right 
and Driving Ambition (E1 5b) 
takes the right hand wall. 
On the far left hand side of the 
crag, on Naggs Buttress, 
Pressure Drop (E2 5c) climbs up 
the centre of the left hand wall ; 
Sudden Impact (E2 5c) and Red 
Neck (E2 5b) both climb the rig~t 
hand wall to finish up the two b_1g 
grooves. The ensuring battle with 
the owner of the land below the 
crag over access meant that it 
was always in the local news, 
thus attracting curiosity and 
popularity. Soon the place was 
alive with new routers. Ray 
McHaffie and Pete Taylor added 
First Contact (HVS) on the 
extreme left and Traffic Warden 
(E1) up the pinnacle on the 
extreme right of Car Park 
Buttress. They also developed 
Naggs Slab, 50 yards left of this 
buttress. 
The small crag above Car Park 
Buttress gave Colin Brookes and 
Doug Scott two un-named E1 's 
and interestingly enough, a route 
called Millesimus (VS) was 
claimed by Mike Lynch to be his 
1000th route clocked up in the 
Lakes! 

New route fever swept the valley. 
Bleak How Crag was blitzed after 
Dave Hellier had climbed the 
excellent Bleak How Buttress (E 1 
5c) up the centre of the crag. 
Downer, Bacon and Sue Kisow 
swept up Brush Off(HVS) -the 
left hand slab (one of the best 
slab routes in Borrowdale); Fancy 
Free (E1 ), the prominent curving 
arete· Breathless (E3 5a) up the 
centr~I groove and Riever (HVS) 
which climbs up right of Bleak 
How Buttress. Ray Parker and 
Alan Murray nipped in and 
climbed the shallow groove right 
of Breathless to give The Boston 
Strangler (E4 6~). . 
Higher up the h1lls1de, H~ron 
Crag received the attention of 
Ron Kenyon, Chris Dale, Chris 
King and Robin Curley, who put 
up many good routes, including 
Big Foot (E1 5b), Little Nose (E2 
5b), The Question (E1 5b), Joie 
Pure (E2 5b) and Barefoot (E2 5c). 
Elsewhere in Borrowdale, 
Downer had been active on 
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Reecastle Crag, Watendlath, 
producing several routes with 
McHaffie, the best of which was a 
girdle of the crag, Crime and 
Punishment (E3 5c) - McHaffie 
returned later with P. Hurst to 
climb some easier lines further 
right. 
Shepherds Crag still attracts lads 
looking for new routes; little 
Robin Curley managed to 
squeeze in four of them on th is 
well worked out crag. 
The Armstrong/Whillance team 
added another hard route to the 
right hand side of Longband 
Crag, The Professionals (E4 6a) 
and across the valley on Lower 
Eagle Tony Stephenson and H. 
Stirling climbed Fear and 
Loathing (E3 6a), just right of 
Pitch 'n' Putt. 
Buttermere has seen some action 
on its more neglected crags. 
Andy Jones and Dave Hellier 
added four routes to Green Crag, 
Love Over Gold (E2) gives 
exciting climbing over the 
overhang and up the arete ri~ht 
of Wray, Ala Verded (HVS) climbs 
between Love Over Gold and 
Paper Tiger, the excellent Crab 
Nebula (E3) climbs the buttress 
right of Thorgrim, and next to this 
goes Velocette (E1 ). 
On High Crag Steve Howe and 
Ray Cassidy added Dry Trim 
(HVS) - a direct finish to Samson, 
and The Sun Never Sets, a crack 
just right of Philistine (and I mean 
just!!) at E3 6a. 
Thirlmere had not escaped the 
eye of the Eden Valley Team. 
They cleaned off three new crags 
on the west side of the lake: 
Rough Crag, just above the road, 
gave three VS's to Alan Hewison 
and Al Davis. Bull Crag contained 
some harder routes, 
Independence Day (E2) by Howe, 
Dave Kay and Mike Lynch, with 
Idiot Wind and Blowing in the 
Wind (both E2) by Chris Dale and 
Ron Kenyon. The highest crag, 
Thackmell Crag, contains a 
further nine routes ranging from 
MVS to E3, and varying in quaity 
from "contrived" to "good". 
Across the valley, Armstrong and 
Whillance produced some short, 
sharp problems on Swirl Crag, 
Breakfast in America (E4 6a) \JP a 
thin crack left of Californian 
Wierdo and American Pie (E3 5c) 
right of Burger, being the most 
desperate. They also added some 
hard routes on Sandbed Ghyll 
crag. The same team put up 
Chimp Dach (E3 6b), the lefthand 
overhang, and Pebble Dash (E5 
6b) right of Child in Time. Steve 
Howe also added two routes 
here, Walk Under Ladders (E 1) on 
the left wall of Sandbed Corner, 
and a direct start to Sandbed 
Corner ( HVS). 
Over the hill and far away, up 
long forgotten Deepdale, Graham 
Derbyshire and Colin Strutters 
(along with a host of friends) 
developed Mart Crag, a small 
outcrop at the end of the 'flat bit' 

of the valley, climbing six routes 
which are in the VS - E1 bracket, 
and are said to be worthwhile. 
Raven Crag up Threshwaite Cove 
provided Phil Rigby and Alan 
Murray with another hard route, 
Liquid Engineering (E5 6b,6a) 
which climbs leftwards from High 
Performance. 
Typical of the small steep 
outcrops is Farm Buttress on 
Thrang Crag in Martindale. This 
was developed mainly by Robin 
Andrews and Steve Howe, who 
climbed the fierce A Changed 
Man (E3 6a) up the arete right of 
the central groove. Howe has 
also been active in Swindale with 
Cassidy where they climbed The 
Great Pursuit, right of Bamac (E1) 
and Ancestral Vices (E2) between 
Foss and Garm. He also added 
Wilt Alternative (E1) with Kay and 
Davis, a new second pitch to Wilt. 
On the west of the Lakes, Tom 
Walkington and Barry Rogers 
opened up several small 
buttresses on Buckbarrow Crag. 
The routes are too numerous to 
mention, but some of the harder 
ones were practiced on a rope 
prior to leading. 
On Pillar, Whillance and 
Armstrong climbed the 
impressive Straits of Messina, 
which takes the steep wall left of 
Puppet at E4 6a,6a and the same 
team added a direct finish to 
Supernatural on Gable, at E4/5 
6b. 
Scafell saw little activity, Al 
Phizacklea and Rob Knight 
climbed directly up the Pinnacle 
to give Bushwhacker (E2 5c) - a 
line he noticed when sketching 
the crag for the guide! On the 
East Buttress Ron Kenyon and 
Chris King climbed Mickledore 
Arete, a HVS pushed in between 
Fulcrum and Chartreuse. 
However, Bill Birkett and Rick 
Graham won the race to outdate 
the new guide with the groove 
left of Microbe on Esk Buttress -
Antibody (E4 6b). In Hodge Close, 
there has been some activity, but 
the route that hit the local 
headlines was A. Jack's Broken 
Pelvis- named after the third man 
who pulled off a hold on a 
traverse and crashed into the wall 
- breaking his pelvis! 
Langdale was the setting for 
much activity this year, the 
biggest line to fall (and be fallen 
from!) was Birkett's Centrefold, 
which climbs directly up the 
centre of Raven Crag, a 
performance which entertained 
the regular drinkers at the O.D.G. 
for several weeks! Repeat 
ascents confirmed the grade at 
E5/6 6b. The Northern Raiders, 
Whillance and Armstrong and 
Tony Furniss, worked along the 
long neglected Oak Howe Crag, 
producing eight routes without 
local interference. These included 
Crooked Crack (E3 5c), the crack 
just left of the righthand arete, 
Confidence Trick (E4 6a) which 
crosses Crooked Crack, Deceiver 

(E4 6a) up left of the Needle, The 
Sting (E3 6a) up the prominent 
right slanting crack over three 
bulges, The Sweeney (E3 5c) up a 
groove and overhanging wall 50 
ft. left of The Sting, and Going 
Straight(E1) up a crack right of 
The Oak on the left of the crag. 
For two routes they added insult 
to injury by importing a Scot -
Murray Hamilton! There has 
been other activity in Langdale, 
Paul Craven straightened out 
Langdale Cowboys on Gimmer at 
E4 6b, and Paul Greenwood 
added some short routes on 
Black Crag. Helm Crag gave Barry 
Rogers Atmospheric 
Phenomena, left of Holly Tree 
Crack, and Broken Spectre, right 
of Grouter, both E2. Further up 
Easedale, lain Williamson was 
responsible for developing Blea 
Crag, which contains some 
excellent pitches. Along with 
John White and Andy Tilney, he 
cleaned up a dozen routes 
around HVS - E2, the best being 
No Rest for the Wicked at E4 5c. 
Wilf is being secretive about this 
crag, so all details will be fully 
given in the next FRCC 
supplement, due out in the 
spring! Up on Deer Bield, that 
Northern team, who need no 
introduction, climbed the thin 
crack of Stiletto to give Last 
Tango (E4 6b) and finally, the 
long standing problem groove 
left of Bravado fell to Chris Gore 
and was named Idle Breed (E4 
6b); he thoughtthatthe walk to 
the crag was harder! 
George Smith finally repeated 
Ringwraith on Scafell with 
Phizacklea - they thought it was 
worth E5 6b,6a. Smith also made 
the second ascent of Fear and 
Fascination on Dove Crag, and 
the first non-yo-yo ascent of Fast 
and Furious there. Elsewhere, on 
the early repeats scene, Dougie 
Hall has been very active, and as 
far as I know, all the routes in the 
'Top 50' in the last supplement 
have had repeat ascents. Dougie 
has climbed a fierce crack at St. 
Bees Head - 50 yards north of the 
Fishermans Steps - Wild Things 
Run Free, given E3 6a - the 
second ascentionist thought it 
was pumpy enough to be worth 
E5. It is said to be steeper and 
harder than the Rasp! 
Al Phizacklea 

NORTH WALES 
As usual Pen Trwyn has seen 
several more additions. Gary 
Gibson cleaned, albeit poorly, 
and climbed a line between The 
Bloods and Mayfair to give 
Contusion (E4 6b). Trevor 
Hodgson was in quick for the 
second ascent. Gibson and 
friends then added a couple of 
routes to the extreme righthand 
side of the lower tier - no more 
details as yet though. Further left 
here Andy Pollitt bolted and 
climbed two big lines right of 

Statement of Youth. Firstly Night 
Glue (E5 6b) which breaches 
three roofs then finishes up the 
less steep headwall boldly above 
the top bolt. Immediately right is 
Wall of Voodoo, again at E5 6b 
and similar in character to its new 
neighbour. The third route here is 
Voodoo Child (E4 6b) which 
bisects Tokoloshe Man, climbed 
with Paul Williams and Martin 
Atkinson. Worrying is the fact 
that three climbers whose names 
aren't known for sure (yet) were 
seen stoning the lower bolts on 
routes here, extensive damage to 
the heads and surrounding rock. 
A lamentable practice. 
Back on the main crag Pollitt 
climbed the grooves above The 
Bloods's stance to give the 
humorously (disgustingly-Ed) 
named Senile Penile Extension 
(E5 6b). Atkinson repeated the 
route soon afterwards. 
Gibson's Thin Turquoise Line (E3 
6a) takes the thin crack left of his 
own Homo Sapien which has 
gained 'classic status' - don't they 
all! Dave Lyon has been active 
too plugging several gaps. 
Methylated Laughter (E4 6a/b) 
climbs the groove left of 
Adequate Compensation. He has 
also climbed two lines in the 
Pershing II area at E2 5b and E3 
6a. Martin Crook has climbed the 
leaning corner left of A Touch 
Too Much at E4 5c. Perhaps 
E.Veg. would be a more 
appropriate grade though. 
Moving west from here some big 
news from Gogarth. The thin 
crackline right of Winking Crack, 
The Nod, has gone free to Jim 
Moran and Paul Williams. Re
named The Cruise (corny, Paul) 
(E5 6b) this is definitely amongst 
the most impressive routes in 
North Wales. 
Down at Tremadog much has 
been happening on the Vector 
headwall. Strawberries had two 
more ascents. Not your usual 
bog-standard repeats though. 
Christian Griffith (USA) and Chris 
Gore came frighteningly close to 
cruising the pitch taking two falls 
each. 
Bigger news though is Martin 
Atkinson's ascent of the direct 
finish to Strawberries. The 'true 
line' rejoins and climbs the 
continuation of the crack where 
the original line moves left. 
Although only fifteen feet in 
length it is sufficiently difficult to 
warrant an E7 6c grade. The pitch 
was eventually completed in one 
push following extensive top 
roping of the crux section. (In 
itself not too dastardly a deed, 
but certainly making clear the 
dual ethics adopted by certain 
climbers these days, e.g. he 
wouldn't have done it this way if 
he'd been making a repeat 
ascent.) Atkinson named the 
extension Dream Topping .. 
(See page 36) . 
Andy Pollitt. 
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Fifteen years is a long time in the life of a 
nation, let alone that of an international 
(the international?) mountaineering maga
zine. Both must go through their periods of 
rigour and attrition and both, we would 
hope, will reach and perhaps even for brief 
periods sustain levels of endeavour, excell
ence and joy. No-one but a blind, uncritic
al fool would maintain that Mountain has 
consistently, throughout its fifteen-year 
life, been a thing of visual beauty and 
verbal pleasure. But it has survived, 
through one-and-half decades, two editors 
and now a third, and seems to have 
become one of the steady and venerable 
institutions of the world it seeks to reflect . 
The hundredth issue is as good a time as 
any to send the searchlight probing back 
over its tortuous, various path - to cele
brate the achievements and smile gently at 
the short comings alike 

The story begins in 1969 with a tangle of 
mergence and collapse, spent forces and a 
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young thruster . Opinions are at variance as 
to whether Ken Wilson, the originator and 
first editor, sprang fully armed like Athene 
from the head of Zeus the Thunderer, or 
whether, wailing frothy seduction, he fell 
corrupted from his mother's womb. The 
only point on which there is likely to be a 
consensus of belief is that the organ he 
instituted and so vigorously massaged was 
to have a very powerful (and in the minds 
of many not always wholly beneficial) 
effect on mountaineering. That belief or 
frequently reiterated charge is one which 
needs to be examined in some detail. Was 
Wilson a man who, vastly out-of-tune with 
the relaxed late-sixties society, sought to 
create a more raucously assertive world 
according to his own vision thereof? Was 
he a manipulator, a hidden persuader, a 
Newsweekspeak commentator consciously 
shaping public opinion and altering the 
forms and codes of the sport to suit his own 
preconceptions about its nature? 
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Whilst nodding in the direction of that 
interpretation, my inclination is towards a 
more generous view. But all this rests on 
the assumption that a magazine is, and is as 
good as, its editor or editorial team. As 
well as gasping at the phenomenon, we 
should examine the results . 

Mountain began badly. The first edito
rial caught Wilson wrong-footed in a series 
of expected promises which ran against the 
direction of his interest, brought about 
some uneasy mixing in ensuing issues, and 
had to be exorcised before the magazine 
could get properly under way: 

"The attitudes and techniques of the 
climbing world have been revolutio
nized in recent years. Climbing maga
zines must change too if they are to 
reflect the sport accurately. In many 
ways Mountain Craft [Mountain's pre
decessor] had lost touch with the mod
ern climbing world and no longer repre
sented the mainstream of the sport. 



WHO DlliS HARRISODS? 
Text, Ian McNaught Davis. Photos, Ken Wilson. The £unc"-on Shell Dno,cr """ of lhtt mosr tldhcult ;,nd gy,un;,sf,.; 

p,oblems on the roch lttn Esplm clm,bmg 

,-
. • - .> 

. .,,, , . :.. . • -r. , 
-""'--· 

~ 

• i ;,~ • :' ;; ' 
\ .. 4 1' 
' ... -. .,.. . 

, ~~ .. ,, 

/· 

Above and Left: The Brave New World of Mountain's first issue. At a stroke, Ken Wilson brushed aside the dust and cobwebs of 
previous climbing publications, with bold layouts, and high impact images. 

Rather than make marginal improve
ments, it was decided that it would be 
better to start a completely new maga
zine. 
Talking glibly about the mainstream of 
the sport suggests that we are going to 
concentrate completely on the activities 
of a small elite. To do so would mean 
excluding the more modest climber who 
enjoys a less rigorous form of moun
taineering than the Hastons and 
Boningtons of this world. This is not our 
aim. We will continue to cater for his 
interests, and run regular features on 
well-known hill walks and classic rock 
climbs. Space will also be devoted to 
publishing landscape photographs in an 
attempt to capture in a more meaning
ful way the subtle pleasures of the 
British hills which all climbers enjoy." 

Even at the time there were those who 
viewed this statement of intent with pro
found scepticism. Was this the Ken Wilson 
they knew? Was the author of Mountain 
Craft 's infamous Anglesey league-table 
(Boysen 5, Ingle 2; Crew 17. Scott 1; 
Brown 6, Bonington 0) really going to give 
pride of place to descriptive and reflective 
writing? Surely his presiding obsession was 
the drum-roll of the great event: 

"Our main task is to capture within our 
pages the great achievements of moun
taineering. It is significant that climbs 
like the Eiger Direct and Hoy received 
very scant treatment in climbing pub
lications, while the national press and 
television devoted considerable atten
tion to them. " 

So the role was being defined , the 
value-judgements were beginning to thud 
out: 

"The interest shown in these climbs by 
the mass media is not their greatest 
recommendation, but who would cha!-

lenge that the Eiger climb was perhaps 
the outstanding event in recent climbing 
history ." 

What Mountain was setting out to do was 
to evaluate, to raise the tempo of, to make 
pronouncements upon the sport, to define 
its aims and catalogue its objectives. We 
shall see later that this was a policy which 
would meet with resistance. For the pre
sent, just see how the foundations are laid . 

The first two issues of Mountain were 
dominated by lists - in fact, by the list-to
end-a/1-lists: "British Climbing since the 
war; an analysis in list form of the best 
achievements of British climbers at home 
and abroad ... " I Joubt if there has ever 
been a more complete illustration of the 
maxim that what repels can also fascinate. 
The list was vacuous , chauvinistic , mis
guided, incomplete and inane. The brash 
puerility of its judgements was astounding. 
Yet it was absolutely compulsive, and 
became even more so, even more of a 
long-running gag, when a series of po
faced corrections and additions stretched it 
out over four issues . The list-to-end-al/
lists established two important principles 
which were to serve Mountain well. The 
first was that of creative dissent. When you 
read a comment like the one on the Eiger 
Direct - "Probably the most difficult single 
climb ever accomplished" - you could 
almost hear the climbing world mutter 
"Bollocks! " under its collective breath. 
The second principle was that the intrinsic 
quality of a publication was of secondary 
importance to whether or not it might 
contain your name. This took rather longer 
to establish itself, but the steady growth of 
the "Information" section attested to its 
eventual success. 

The intrinsic quality of the first few 
issues was not , in fact , very high , although 

things began to improve markedly after 
Wilson took on Dr. Mike Pearson, a Welsh 
sheep-farmer, as his sub-editor, or, as he 
was more frequently termed, his word
smith . Pearson quickly vanquished the 
armies of literal errors which had marred 
the early numbers . (Though some con
tinued throughout. It was fascinating, for 
example, to see two different spellings -
both incorrect - of Clogwyn Du'r Arddu in 
an advertisement for the Wilson/Crew/ 
Soper book The Black Cliff in Mountain 
14, and even as late as issue 98 the spelling 
of 'prusik ' remains apparently variable). 
Pearson not only managed to establish a 
correct text, he also smoothed out and 
extensively re-wrote copy, sub-edited su
perbly and advised and collaborated in the 
writing of reports. With his help, the 
magazine began to take on a more profes
sional sheen. The amateurism still crept in 
on last-minute copy such as photo
captions, but overall the magazine began 
to read as well as it was beginning to look. 

By about issue 4 the pretence at a 
commitment to the interests of the more 
modest climber and hillwalker had pretty 
well evaporated. The thing was taking 
shape. It was to be informative, discursive, 
critical. The other two domestic magazines 
catered well enough for their corners of the 
market. The mercurial Rocksport and it!\ 
eventual successor Crags satisfied the 
needs of the gymnastic faction, whilst The 
Climber, which had started interestingly 
enough under the editorship of the Scottish 
traditionalist Butchart , was transmogrified 
into Climber and Rambler and after Butch
art's death descended on to a path of 
plodding mediocrity which it has followed -
pursued would be to imply more energy 
than the magazine has ever possessed - to 
this day . So Mountain, released from the 
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Right: Sheridan Anderson could always be relied upon to come up with the right cartoon for the occasion. Here, he brilliantly 
parodies the prominent figures of the climbing world at the time of the Audleygate affair, Mountain 30. 

need to gesture towards areas in which its 
editor could display no sincere interest, 
and which were already well-covered else
where, was free to shape its own mould . 

It was to America that the magazine 
went for the pattern, and thus started a 
long love-affair with that country. In the 
beginning was Yosemite, with its clean, 
fine walls and cracks, the eroticism of its 
piton-driving and the sensuality of its 
life-style. Issue 4 warmed to the theme: the 
history, the character, the big walls, a 
personal account by a Brit, and this little 
vignette from Doug Robinson: 

". .. sometimes, at night, the moon 
edges over Sentinel to see them - brown 
tanned and wet-slick in its light, unself
conscious at last - dancing naked in the 
river, while part-full bottles of red wine 
list at crazy angles in the sand." 
Who could resist such blandishments? 

Soon the whole world seemed to be head
ing for the western sub-continent and 
Mountain, putting on the transatlantic 
style, modelled itself variously on News
week and Playboy to bring the message 
home. Rapid-fire news items took their cue 
from the former, whilst the latter added in 
its share of tits-and-bums, macho ads 
("Taking the old bag climbing again?") and 
interviews which at times were to reach 
levels of unbelievable pomposity. There 
was one other major borrowing from 
Newsweek . Wilson quickly realised , as a 
very previous editor and magnate has 
done , that a newspaper or magazine car
ried with it a good deal of political capital. 
At first he was to exploit this in the gentle 
areas of matters such as guidebooks - the 
caption to a picture accompanying a review 
of the Cornwall guide is a good example: 
"Climbers' Club's Neill - a penchant for 
extra-mural education, and obscure de
tail." But with growing confidence, Moun
tain's later issues enter more futry into the 
cut-and-thrust of climbing's extraordinary 
factional politics. In the first seven issues, 
stunned by relative merit, the unprotesting 
reader had been dragged over the lower 
foothills of the Patey range, through the 
blank, dreary snowfields of Greenland and 
across a scree of forgettable trivia to 
emerge suddenly, almost inexplicably, in 
Mountain 8 at the ante-room of the great 
days. An oxygen-masked Bonington on the 
front complemented the final appearance 
of the Keswick Ghoul on the back cover, 
and between the two was contained the 
richest assemblage of pictures and writing 
on a rock-climbing theme yet seen in a 
British climbing magazine . Even the intro
duction to the grouping sounded a judi
cious and prescient note : 

" . .. new routes involving large amounts 
of aid appear increasingly pointless. 
The direttissima continues to flourish in 
America, but Europe is on the brink of 
boredom .. . " 

With a delicious irony, the photograph 
alongside this text is of Tennis Shoe on the 
Idwal Slabs. Elsewhere, the Wilsonian 
caption was throttling back, the moments 
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of excess becoming rare. It was still occa
sionally there, as in the single heavy 
drumbeat he allowed himself in an 84-word 
caption to a picture of The Boldest: "A fall 
from the upper part of this ferociously thin 
pitch would almost certainly have fatal 
consequences." (As untrue then as it is 
now) . Or again, about the justly-neglected
and-named Detritus on the Little Orme, 
"It should soon become an ultra-modem 
classic." But the occasions are much less 
frequent now, the general tone less breath
less, more considered, the brashly ing
enuous comment a thing of the past. That 
brashness anyway would have been diffi
cult or impossible to maintain in the face of 
contributors with the knowledge and out
look of Paul Nunn, Robin Campbell and 
T.I.M. Lewis, all of whom were to play 
pivotal roles in the magazine's develop
ment. 

Mountain 9 was the first of the vintage 
issues. It had articles on the Eckpfeiler, the 
Totem Pole, an interview with Warren 
Harding, the translation of an interview 
with Cesare Maestri, and an exemplary 
piece of historical writing by Nunn entitled 
"Stoney Middleton at the Change of Life". 

" .. . inveterate limestone-haters deign to 
come occasionally, disguising their dis
gust to ascend Sin or, more recently , 
Medusa, The Flakes, and Pickpocket. 
Now, they pick at the base of Our 
Father, preparing for a necessary act of 
Faith and Hope, to ensure that they are 
still up with the times . The concentra
tion has produced tradition where once, 
little more than a decade ago , there was 
none. The traditions have been forged 
by the untraditional ... Stoney rules are 
more rigid now than those of extensive, 
distant, mysterious and rhubarb-ridden 
Chee. They are close to nearby grit in 
their puritanical absolutism. Enraged 
moralizers now abound .. . " 

The issue was prefaced with a clear 
statement of policy - "What sort of maga
zine?" - which announced that "In Moun
tain, a climber can read about the most 
important events in World Mountaineering 
soon after they happen". The reason for 
the magazine's existence had at last been 
spelt out. Mountain under Ken Wilson was 
now treading its increasingly assured path 
as the climbing world's News-bi-monthly. 

If the first ten or so issues together 
constitute a quest for identity, the next ten 
represent a period of consolidation before 
the great phase of Wilson's editorship. 
During that period of consolidation, there 
was administered one of the weightiest 
raps on the knuckles that any editor can 
ever have received . Greatly to Wilson 's 
credit , although he probably did not agree 
with it, he did publish it . It is still a valid 
critique of some of the ways in which the 
sport is represented through its organs of 
communication to its public, and deserves 
to be excerpted from here . Written jointly 
by a former contributor to Mountain, Rob 
Wood, and the well-known Scottish clim
ber Bugs McKeith, it was entitled "Moun-

tain's Brave New World" . 
"A publication which reports with such 
emphasis and impact as Mountain 
should provide for criticism and reply. 
Otherwise it runs the danger of de
generating into dogmatism and con
ditioning of the kind commonly called 
propaganda. We are sure that you 
realize that many climbers have severe 
reservations , often verging on despair, 
concerning the underlying attitudes and 
philosophy of the magazine ... 
. . . materialistic, competitive, institu
tionalized indoctrination which leads to 
the conformism, stagnation and supres
sion of individualism characteristic of 
our society in general. Many climbers 
are aware of the proximity of 1984. 
Mountain, through its Brave New 
World approach, is willingly contribut
ing to this frightening prospect. Anyone 
who can refer to the Rock and Ice as a 
myth is not only sadly misinformed but 
is also missing the point of modem 
mainstream mountaineering .. . 
... It seems to us that your criticism of 
Dennis Gray's book, Rope Boy, accus
ing him of 'living in a world he doesn't 
understand' is totally unjustified . De
nnis . .. has a keen understanding of the 
expanding threat to human dignity . He 
hopes that organic individuality and 
communal understanding, typical of 
climbers , could help to offset the ster
ilizing trends. Perhaps the staff of 
Mountain should take a break, travel 
around the world and see for them
selves what climbing is and always has 
been ... Is it too late to stop moun
taineering becoming a commercialized 
rat-race, where individual spontaneity 
and creativity are overwhelmed by 
mechanistic ego-tripping rituals, spon
sored by manufacturers, approved by 
social do-good institutions and prop
agated by the mass-conditioning of the 
press media?" 

The editor's sneeringly dismissive rejoin
der to this critique, in Mountain 16, did 
him less credit than his original action in 
printing it, and demonstrated that he was 
not only out of sympathy with its authors, 
but also that he had fairly comprehensively 
missed the point: 

"We admit that many of the advertise
ments that appear in our pages would 
not be hot favourites for design awards , 
and we appreciate that photographs of 
little girls wearing crash helmets may 
induce hot sweats among our more 
cloistered readers . .. " 

Clearly , Wilson felt his integrity to be 
unimpeached and was determined to go his 
own way. His confidence in doing so was 
amply justified on one level by the variety 
and interest of the material which began to 
come out. In the same issue as the Wood/ 
McKeith letter, for example , the unthink
able happened - a readable article about 
Greenland appeared . Written by Andrew 
Ross, it contained the following incident , 
which veered from the comical through the 
dramatic to the tragic: 



"Graham had been saying that he would 
never shoot a Polar Bear: they were 
fighting for survival, the last majestic 
creature to surrender to the helicopter 
machine-gun. Then it happened. Haif
a-ton of bear, brim-full of curiosity, was 
standing about 50ft away. I was intri
gued by its nose, like a great black 
teacup, when I realized its tiny black 
eyes were directed at me. In steel-soled 
waders, I was forced to a sprint, running 
for my life on a stoney beach . I tripped 
and fell. Christ! The thing was running. 
I could hear something snorting, nearly 
treading on my tail. It had to be the 
direct line, XS , on a small sea crag, and 
then a run for the tent . Graham stood 
ready, shoulders back , rifle cocked -
and only one boot on . He fired, and the 
bear got it in the neck as he came round 
the rock . "Again ," cried Nigel , as the 
bear got up. But the rifle had jammed. 
Graham swung it round , holding the 
barrel , while Pete levelled the shotgun. 
Things were getting desperate. But the 
bear dived for the sea , dying fast . For 
two hundred yards he extended the 
agony of his life. Our guilt was pro
found .. . He was the first living thing 
we'd seen in three weeks . And we'd 
killed him . The heartbeat of the Arctic. 
He finally sank , and the ice bobbed 
when he died ... " 

The issue after this was occupied with a 
thoroughgoing appraisal by all the right 
names of Scottish winter-climbing, into the 
midst of which the editor introduced one of 
his beloved lists. Three issues later , the 
substance of the magazine was taken up 
with a joint report , long in length and 
wisdom . on the 1971 lnternational Expedi-

tion to Mount Everest. Wilson the guru 
had arrived, and the message was driven 
home by another weighty and reasoned 
consideration of all available information 
about the Cairngorm tragedy in Mountain 
20. 

Round about Mountain 20 the great 
phase of Wilson's editorship began. Well
informed , up-to-date , a platform for de
bate, the magazine had reached maturity 
and become unique in its international 
coverage of climbing events and personali
ties. For a sequence of twenty issues 
Mountain created a golden age to replace 
that of innocence which it had driven away ; 
competent writing and fine photography, 
superbly presented , helped sustain the· 
aura of authority for which Wilson had 
long striven and which his magazine at last 
began to project . The correspondence 
columns were full of intelligent comment , 
the reviews balanced and sound. There 
were scholarly and impeccably researched 
historical surveys of climbing, from 
amongst which Rob Collister's "History 
and Development of Alpine Ice-climbing" 
and John Wilkinson 's "1802-1973 Scafell" 
stand out. There were good articles on all 
areas, and not just in isolated instances but 
in rich groupings . Dave Cook's "True 
Grit" ("The big jamming fists , and the big 
jammed mouths of the Rock and Ice , the 
Alpha , the Black and Tans , the YMC and 
the Rimmon , proselytized by word and 
deed all over Britain, brainwashing every
one else into an acceptance of inferiority") 
stood next to Nunn's "Asgard Outing". 
(" ... the battle of Everest seemed to me to 
have undermined the very term 'expedi
tion ', which now implies multiple forms of 
exploitation and rigid organisation for 

which the only compensation for many 
individual climbers is pretentiousness. The 
alienation of heart , combined with the 
extreme graft involved, seems to me to be 
the complete antithesis of what moun
taineering is all about.") . Pat Ament's and 
Tom Higgins' "Nerve Wrack Point" sits 
vibrantly alongside Anne-Marie Rizzi's 
"Hands", the wonderful screamed sequ
ence of startling obsecenities of which was 
to give rise to a controversy in which both 
prosecution and defence were to display 
attitudes of pharisaic rectitude. 

But perhaps best of all through these 
twenty issues was the humour, and in the 
main that was provided by Mac. Mac
Naught Davis had been an occasional 
contributor right from the outset, but from 
Issue 25 onwards he became a regular 
columnist and his scabrously incisive 
attacks on the Establishment figures and 
more or less endearing foibles of the 
mountaineering world delighted, educated 
and put into perspective all at the same 
time. "Safety Last", "Climb Only When 
You're Ready", "Snow Job", "In Memor
iam" were more than just comic jibes - they 
were a re-assertion of the basic, anarchic 
principles of the sport and it was thrilling 
and refreshing to see them once more to 
the fore. They were certainly the best 
columns to have been written for a moun
taineering magazine. The shameless , ribald 
impudence of the names given to his stock 
characters was breathtaking: Dr. Colin 
Knoblock, Sir Jack Long-Gland , 
Bralesfraud , Lord Isaac ("Bob") Hunt (the 
"Bob" was an instance of last-minute cold 
feet on Wilson's part) . Occasionally the 
verbal vitriol was sweetened by Sheridan 
Anderson's cartoons; frequently the whole 
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Moss, Linke and Anderson do new route on Mt. Kenya. 
Eight human skulls found on inaccessible African summit. 

Ai¥i#·!HiiM Ai¥H+ 
British climbers make 
winter ascents of 

~diffic:ulties;abi'l'OWoCwas 
then establid1cd hi&h on lhe face 
on January I l, and the climb 
completed the ne-t day. 

F1n1lly, we should pomt out 1h111he ord1trmg 
of news 111m1 in our Av.tr1lian notH is 
dict,ted solely by geographical con1ide,1t1on1, 
and not in terms of impo,tance. The o,d., 
would normally be Qunn1l1nd, N- South 
W1l11, A.C.T .• Vic lOfll, otheJ mainland a,eH, 
B1111 P,,,,.1mid and Tum1n,1. Simil,r uniformitv 
11 adopted lo1 oth1, 1r1n on which we report, 
though there may be soma changn in the 
forthcommg new-look magazine 
Corr11pomhnt1: Ftiand and c.,,;g,,., 
EAST AFRICA 

Mt. kanya 
The South African ~rtv that cl!mbtd the 
Cf;ff/Rutowiu Rout, on the Nonh-Eut P1//1r 
ol Nalion. last Au1j1u11. con1i1ted of Ge<TY 
Linke. Paul Anderson, and John Mou. Ttii1 
rapid ascent wH made without a bivouac, 
andthaartifici ■lpitchwuclimbed 
on nuts. The trio then went on to make the 
fi111 Hcant of Th• Kami Rid,;. of 810.n, 
which tak" tile prr-nmant ndg• on tile 
North Fae• to join tha Fifmin/Hicb Rm1ta 
11 IIM 1mph1thHtr1 below the Fitmln Tower. 
The ,oute. which climb1 Hver1I new point• on 
the 1idge, 1s graded 5. and tile climber• took 
eight hou11 to reach the junction with the 
1t1ndard route. 
Kaaigeu Dome 
Tt111 large, ,emote rock lo,mat,on on Keny•·• 
dry, humid contal plain WI$ climbed by Th# 
Planet Rout• (1,000h., HVSJ over one day 
lut August. by Ian Howell and lain Allen. 
The pelf believed they had made thefir11 
ucent until they d1scov11ed eight human 
1kullsonth11umm1t. LlllftheylHmtthat 
local na11ves u1ed to climb th• euier aouth 
11d1 in o,der to wo,1h1p the dome - aome 
worsh,pl 
Corrupondt1t1t,: Mou and Allln 

TURKEY 

CiloDeg 
Tom Carnie, Ham11h Emme,-son, Stuart 
Ralfton and Ray Sharples mlde I first 
aacent ol the Sm1th-EHt Ft1et1 of Mirhamza 
(12.040h.). The 1.500ft. climb WH g11ded 
TO (pitch ol 6). 
Corrupond11nt: Emmer1on 

GREENLAND 

1974 uw • con11nu1t1on in the trand 101 
modes! 1xped,t1ons, mainly to well•known 
1r111 w11h1n 111y rnch of !he Httlemenll. 
hcep11ons did occur, m11nly on the Ea1t 
Cou1, where favourable ice conditions 
allowed a geol0gic1! party from Sheffield and 
Aberdun Universities to get 11110 the 11H and 
continuefo,thethirdyHrtheirwort.,nthe 
spectacular bul unuplo1ted mountains ol the 
lj/Jo/se Berg. The open n.iure o! the pack i<:e 
also enabled M•ke Tu&0n to u,I his fifty-foot 
motor VUHl along the, length of the forbiddmg 
Blo1sevillt1 Coalt to Sco1esby1und. woth a 
sc,ent1fic exped,t1on on bot11d. 
In the Watkms Mount1in1, the advance pany 
of an exped1t1on led by Or, Kt1rl Herrhgkoffer 
hedaluckyeKapewhenthehght ■ircraft 
they had chartered m Iceland crash•l•nded on 
the beach of Nan1en·1 Fjord, where they 
aimed to establish • base camp. Due 10 1h11 
ffl-back,tht1fourt&en-m1nupedn1onhas 
bffn poSTP"ned for a yea,. 
Fuf!h1<south.theW11tminster East Greenland 
upedmon, led by Stan Wooll•y. est,b111hed a 
base in Tuiblqfjord. 120 miles nonh of 
Angmag$!1.Bl,k. Thepaf!ytllenmede11h,ee• 

wfflr.. 120 mile ,ound trip to the prev,ously 
unviS11ed a,ea aut of Mount Fore/. during 
which jou,ney they mad• f,ve first •sc•m• of 
P11k1 rang,ng ftom 6,000tt.-10.000ft. 
Underthci 'blanket'ofttlescientilicprojac1 
mountad by Dundee Univ11111Y and the Wuh 
Wader1i' Ornittlological Group, a numbef of 
small pe,rtiu - ablti to~ into M♦tt.,.vi,g. 
Thue included , p¥ty from Cambridge, under 
S. E. Howa.-d, and one from the Royal 
M1l1t1ry Ac♦demy. S1ndhurst, und11 R. 
Nlderaon: the laner. due to poo, w .. ther and 
limitad time av,ilable. made only one ascent 
1bov• tile BaruerkerlNH gleci«. 
The pe,11nnially popul•• r♦giol'I nonh of 
Angm19ualik also 1njoyed unusually good 
wnther, and I Poli1h/Amarican group made 
twenty-fo1.1r 11Cen11 lrom • baae camp on the! 
'Sahafa' snow.field. Two 1m,11 lt1lian paflies. 
tolllling 11/teen, arid a Swi11 group of 111n. 
were 1cttve m !he UH, u well II twenty-live 
members ol the! Dan11h Alpine Club, wOO 
flew in during July. 
In South Grffnland. 1 pef!y from Cambridge, 
led by Rick Hoar•. made twlnfy-one first 
•tc•rii., both in mount1ms south of the heed 
ol lindenow1 Fjord, and on the island of 
Pamiagdlulc. In tile ume general arH • party 
of Aultri1n1, lad by TOOma1 Abermann. med• 
eigh1een fir1t HClnts in the Keti/1 Fjord 
(Ta,.,miut) 11ea.il'lcludin110neofK•lil 
Pinguut (6594/t.). A 11,ge Club Alpin Fran,1111 
group, split into HV11al ttam1, made 
1numberofascentsintheum1111,. 
On tile Wut Coast, ■ nothar French exped1110n 
11 reported to have ope,1ted at Hol$t11in1bort1. 
1n July, but details are la.eking, 
Elsewhere, 1 G11man •~pedition led by Robert 
K11uzmg11 made a numbe, of ascenls on 
Alfred We,11n111 Halvo 1nd Ille Oioqa 
Penin1uh. iricluding one of Schanz• (5,400ft..); 
1r1d an ltahri upedi11on climbed several peaks 
ori the Akuliaruseq Penin1ula. 
lnearlyMay,a British {Joint Services) 
expedition, lad by Dan GIiied, commenced• 
West -East c1ouing of the Inland Ice from 
Sondre SfJomfjord. They reached 
Angm1gtuhk th1ny-1even days lat11r, having 
$pint the last pen of their journey m11oonad 
onaro111ng iufl0t1! 
Corre1pondent: Derek Fordham 

BIIITISH ISLES 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Borrowdale 1nd Butt♦rmera 
Ray McHaffie continues to churn out ,outes. 
Four of h11 latest are on tlM 1ather eaotenc 
Cfl(II of Watendlath. The Rack (130h., XS), 
climbed wnh Peddy Monig1n, is on 1he ume 
bum111 u The Gibbet. and takes• good 
line up the h1gheS1 part of the cr1g. The 
other three - Torquemada (120h .. HVS), 
cl+mbed with Tommy NoKon, Th# R;ft (100ft., 
VS) 1nd Iron Maiden (120ft .. HVS). both 
chmbed &010 - a,e on the opposite side of the 
valley. On Sh1pherd'1 Crag, the slim scoop 
1u1t nght of Final#/ produced Eve/ Km1v1/ 
(160tt., HVS). which McHallle chmbed with 
Howard Aeine,. This hu already bean repelled. 
Imago (130h .• HVS). another 1oute fuflher 
left. WH climbed by McHaffie. Nigel York and 
Stu•n Mi/tu (who /ad the second pitch). 
Finally. Tlltl Trave,se,anolda,d routen.-, 
Shepherd', Ch1mt1♦ y, hH been !reed by a 
tHm led by Adnan Liddell. 

McHaff ie mad, more naw ,oulH in 
Lanr,1uath. On H11ron Crag. tie climbed 
Cimlnlyn (200ft .. HVS). Ind on Se,geant 
Crag he ldded Supe,,tar (400ft .• VS); on 
both climbs he, WH accompanied by LH 
Kendell. Tile crag at the lop rig ht of the 
valley yielcled Golhawk (160h .• HVS). on 
which John Glen w .. the pe,f!nlf. 
The wall on the fivht of Mithril, on Dell 
HHd Crag in Newhnd1, providad McHt1ffie 
ind S teve Blah with I route called Ceradoc 
(300ft., HVS), which they HY givu the best 
pitch on thcicrag . 
Pili.rlloclc 
On the W1111 Face of H,gh Man, Bob Sennett 
a nd Roy1nn Lavende, climbed • rou t, callad 
Cheak (JOOft., VS). whict, lakff I natural line 
batwnn Rib and Shb and Sodom. They alto 
edded Tlltl Crumb (200ft., HVS). 1taning at 
the dnp•cut chimnay halfway up Old Wut 
Route. 
On tile W11r Face of Low Man. • new line 
called Gaul (250ft .. HVS) hu baen climbed 
by J011 Wilaon Ind Trevo, Maf!1n. This llkn 1 
line betwHn Goth ind Hun. 1nd finishes up 
The Appian Way. 
Eskdala Af'N 
Ed Cle1aby and M,ke Lynch 1ddad a 
surprisingly good Girdle Trever,e (240h .• 
HVS) to Herd Knott Crag, climbing from left 
10 right. 
Dow Crag 
Cleasby and Lynch also repeated M1theson'1 
Murray·, Ditec/; they described it II very 
wor1hwh,le - stranuous but not too 1achmc11-
and con11d11red it superiOf 10 Math.ason'1 
othar routH her1. Pinlc Panth« and T1rlcu1. 
Lakeland Outlying Crag Dnelopmenu 
The Summar WH so POOr 1n lhe central pan 
of the! area that climbeta w11r1 forced to 
reinv11tig1111tlepotenti1l0l 1 number of 
cliffs end Ou1Cropson tile pe,iphary ol 
laJ<eland. 
Oneol' the1rt1ntobenefnfrom1hi1h111 
been tile ball of undstone outcrops along the 
banks of tile Riv11 Eden , betw&en Lasonby 
and Armathwaittl, near C1rli1le. Tile cliffs vary 
1n chara.cter and quality, f1om the juggy and 
lleep. 100ft. high W,re Wille But/re11 on the 
Lasonby 11de, to the slabby, roundad rock on 
th1Fin1I SactionoftheArmathwaitecrllgs. 
The ,mtial development took place in 1972 
and 1973, when a g1oup ol Penflfh chmbafs. 
1nsp1rad by Stt1w Willaon, clombed • number 
of routff and producad an interim guide. Most 
ol the routes ware 11the1 Sever• or Very 
Severe. the, moll notable being Merry Monk. 
wnh ,11 Direct Fin,J/h (VS) which taku the 
steep and unu$u•lly juggy lmnt will of Wire 
Walle Buttr1111. Another good 1outa on th• 
sama crag II Silico,is (VS). The mam buttren 
at Armathw11te h11 the pleuan1 Fluherm,n 
(VS). ;ind Codpieca (HVS). on the Final 
Saction. 111lsowof!hwh1lt1. 
Th11 y11r has seen • number of ,mpmvements 
ind add1t,on1 to :he Pennth gmup's 
explorauons by• group of C11h1le climbers. 
who rap,dty began 10 fill m tile gaps after 
the public1tion of the guidebook. Jell Lamb 
h11 bffn the main perfofmlf, and • number of 
excellent1ou1eshav11appearedunderh1s 
•nlluenceor lt,ldersh,p. 
At Armathwa,11. the Fmal Section yielded the 
following Creuenl Slab (HVS). w,th a bold 
mantelshelf move; tile 1ta11p c,ack chmb, 
Jelly Tarro, (HVSJ; Y-Front (HVS); the thin 
$lab chmb, Once ,n a Blue Moon (HVS); arid 
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WintcractivityscemstolLi.vesub
sided somcwlLi.t, compared with 
the r1c,: ror .,..inter lints or two 
KISOllla&O. 

l1,c: mos1 not11ble new climb 
WISlhefimaJanloftheCt,r/,,,/ 
BrlllrtSI On the Nor-1h FtNr o( 
Hi<kJ. by Bill Dent. Phil Herron 
arid MurrayJudjlC. Acccutothe 
climb over Harper Saddle and 
into the La PcrOtHC Glac,cr pro. 
ved difficult.arid I dlly was spent 
bcfo.-e a bivouac could be made 
at the bottom or the climb. TllC 
line was a wry d.ircc:t one to the 
summit, wi1h one 1id pilch in the 
1-nty-two (mostly Grade 5) and 
another bivou:;i,c: half-way up. l1,c: 
climb wu comidc.-ed to be one of 
thebntroo::k-climbsinthcre&ion. 

Lllter, the 111me party .-ecumed 
to the upper Hooker valley to 1-t
tempt a new lrne on the South Fa<t 
or Hkh, to the left of previ011s 
lines. Threedayswerespentpe&
&in1 in spindrift, but only 300ft. 
had been acllie,·ed bef~ the pa.fly 
retired. 

Anoe her notable climb was tlLi.t 
or the Sp,n~,r Face or Elir ~ 
Stllumo,r/, by Warwick Anderson, 
Paul Scaife and Wilfred Lllmmcr
ink. The climb was done 11 maht 
afterthepartyhldcrosKdDiven 
Col from 1he Tuman Glacier. 
Two dllys were subsequently 
spent in a berpclu-und nnr the 
summit. sin in1 out I storm. A 
number of other Tuman Valley 
peaks were ~ndcd durin& the 
win1crand,inthe101Jth,Duncdin 
climbcn continued their 1ttcmpu 
10 make a winter chmb of Tutoko, 
but withoutsu,;,ccss. 

One noticeable ruture of the 
currentseasonwastheinc~d 
use of snowshoes, which proved 
ofvaryifll value, 
Mffllbcnblp wnnelc In the N"' 
Zealand Alpine Oub 
Also of intcrnt in New Zcalsrid 
climbin&circlcshas been the re
cent referend11m on the two-tier 
membership system in the New 
Zea laud Alpine Club. This system. 
which provides for two lfldn of 
member$hip (Member and As· 
sociate), has call5Cd a lot of ran
cour amonf1 )'(>lll\Fr members, 
whoscehuleconnectionbetween 
the system arid the sport. After 
some a,itation, • motion to abo
lish 1he system was proposed at 
theannUlll~tin&.Ho-ver.the 
mov.:wasfores11llcdby1heinvo,. 
cationofarulert'Quirin1aposlll 
ballot 1f requested by sufficient 
members. With the vote limited to 
mcmben only. the result of the 
postal ballot was short o(the rc:
qu,red 1wo.1hirds majority: 55¾ 
voted mfavourofchan&e,SOlhe 
m11~, q"° ha.s been rernrncd. It is 
unlrkelythat1he,1tuahonwillrc,it 
thcre.butunrortunatdymanysee 
th1sasa·yo1.1n1wr,r,1old'stru&· 
&)e.aridthecontinuin&ronflic:t 
mayhave&ravcconscquenccsfor 
the dub if 1ood sense docs no\ 
prevarl. 
Cqrrrs/H}Mtnt: GnN"1r &/wards 

Eiger and Droites North 
Faces and Dru Couloir 

Chris Bonin&ton and Ooupl 
Haston 1larted up !he Dfrttl 
Routt on Ja nuary II, linishin& it 
on the 14th, ind then fflllde 1 
!""lpid de$ccnt ,;,, the German 
route, 1ided by cquiprnenl left in 
place. The Direct was found lo be 
idcalforwinter,a1ilsnoiorioi.rsly 
loose rock was frozen solidly in10 
p;ace; bivouac sites were alm0$t 
non.c,.istcnt however. SUMMER 1974 

Lei Drolta: Nort~-Erut F■cc 
Mcssnu's and l.Kkner•1 route, 
n,, P,ll"r &r1/,,,td, wa.s climbed 
for the second time ow:r two days 
inAu&ust.byCzcchoslovakclim
ben laor Novak arid Zdenek 
Brabek. 
Lllutft'bnnncn Bf'rithom: 
North Face 
A new roulc ILi.s been established 
on the face between the H"iM111rf 
Frkkrandfruz/,onA/1,..,nrou
tes. It Wall climbed durin& tlu-ec 
stOfm~wept days in September, 
by American climbers Tory 
S1empfaridJohnM1rkeLT1,c:new 
line was on the mp soction or the 
f■cc.theclimbersapproachinflUP 
tlJ:-Ft"uzRr,utr(Article-pa&e23). 

Gl'Md 0.,,-: Noni! Fact 
l1,c: second winter aacent of this Below: TM M"' Grrnw,, fOIJtt i7ffr:fJ#s~ (.b,okr11/i1te)011llttTrwlt:~ 

weres~ntoncherace. , 
Grlnll Dn, : Nortt.-Ellt Coulolr 
In February, Neil Hardin& and · 
Mike Cokman made the lint • 

i~!is~""-::~~~~n~~ou~~;1
: J 

reach Che Brt°CM. ; ( 

cli~~~~:::~~ ~he.: i ~ · 
improvisory tcochnique wbere -, . • 
front-pointina was not p0$$ible .. , ! ~ -
and route-findina on the rock be- ii= 
tween the lo.w:r ice slope and the Ei&ff: North Fact 
upper couloirprovnldifficult.Tl,c: Joe Tasker and Dick Renshaw 
bivouac lcdte which Cocchind mad,: the third winter aJanl of 

Bclow :TlwNoolrFouo/1/reBrri- describcd1fterthefint1scentu1 the 19J8 lwutr over si- dllys in 
tho,11 sJro.,,;,., 1/r, StrmpnMarktl "tiny indefinite platform•• .,.... March. A lint 11tcmpt was 510p-ll,ou1r (b,oktn /lM). ~:r:in:1:~~~= ~:t:£~;:~:;:~:!~ 

forced• biVOUIC on top;• further heavy cower of new powder snow. 
two days in poor conditions we.-e The snow on the lower third or 
spent on the descent. the face had 11iU not consolidated 
Les Droites : Nortti Fs« whenJ.hep.airbepntheirsuocess-
D■ vc Robinson and James Bolton ful ascent, and 1wo-and-c•h1Jr-

=~~~ ~:::n:rt~l!~ ~:e.:~:sc;pe;~=~in!~~ 
Daw,l/le Roi.re, over four dllys in this point, as the &nflle increased, 
January. The route was lint clim• there was kss of• problem from 

J ::1~':.,;!n~~n~~1;o":n'o!~1; ~ 1p'r:1V:d ~!~1r'!:rr=~ 
3- 1o-rpar1. than anticipated. Durinfl the 

! 2.0~-~~~:':! ~'.;'.nry '7.4:n: :~;:~o!!. ':, ;::i~ ~~.!: 
WINTER 1974/75 spent the niaht SU$pendcd in their to ruch 1he top Just before a 

E::::~;:r-::;~~~ ;~.lope~~~.=.~;~=:. ,.r:E •■torm amvcd on the.•~:<th day. 
by Hanspeter Kupar, Ivor Gan- in& on O<;ca5ionally hollow i,oe, 
ahl, Toni Holdener and Ruedi with many pitches of Sconisb 
HomberFr, ended in tra&edy. .,..de 4 and I few or j. The stove 
Twodays-respentonthcclimt, ceased to fuocuon durin& the ' \.: · 
with Kaspar doin& much or the 50C0nd. bivouac, and the remain• '· 
lcadin&, On Dcc:ember 23. a bi- dcroftheclimbwasdonew11hout · ~ 
vousc was made on top of the water or OOt food. A final bivouac , • 

~::~:•'!c~;~ ~:i~~~he :~ ;;:.,;:~.:~ t~""::r ;~ ~ . 
~~~t::.rn:~l";~?i:ryH-:::~ ;;-ii::1~~r;;~~:1·~~ux~ J~ ••- ~ ·•: l!_~ 
sta)'fli wrth ~a.spar, Ganahl and 1rrc:sistrblc · Abon: n,,. HaJron :Vtitluvdt 

:r°~=t~l:::t:;!,0~p::: :~ ~t~:'~t~t~i:diffi- ,om (broken /,nr) on Mlintlt. 
weather, mana,ed to reach the cult ioe climb was made by Brilln Mondi : North Fan! 
Villot Hui. On lhc 2Sth they de- Hall and John Whittle, with one In mrd·December, Dou pl Haston 
sccnded to ChamonUI and alerted bivouac. 111c climbin& wu e:<- and Guy Nenhardt ettabhJhed a 
the r<:SCUe scrvi.:Q. A helicopter t.-emcty dangerous, as few a.de- new 3,000ft. route on the un• 
aucmpted to reach the two stran- quate belllys could be round 1n tlimbed face lert of the Lnupcr 
ded chmben on the mornrng of themaincoulo,r R""'"· l1,c: climb, "'hic:h ,.... 
the 26th, but lush winds made I A.lgulllc du Triolet: North l's« 1raded ED, look three dsys, and 
~ rmpouiblc. Ka.spar died Five Gennan climben made a was descnbed by Haston as 
durin& the day and, when the newrouteondiep1llllr101hen&ht .. difficult,devioU$.andwnhalot 
helicopter returned the followilli of the Di'r«I Rowtt (M,,rthol/ of in1cres11n1 ioe"'. 
mormn&, Holdener was found Jtqrr/HDrrrsbrr1~r/Botlrli Ro~ft). c.,,,~~pondrn11: Novak, Sttmpf. 
dimbilll the Pcuterey Rid&e Based at the Arp,nlln"c Hut, the Hoston, &,nuwron, Roust, Colr• 
alone. party spent five dllys fixm1 the ""'"• RobrnsonandTosJttr 
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Ringing the changes: Wilson abandoned the wide open spaces of the Univers typestyle for a Newsweek inspire<! layout, which 
greatly increased the capacity to print news. Tim Lewis carried this process a stage further with the current settings. 

exercise had a cutting political edge; 
Cruickshank lived! 

Obviously , the inventive energy and wit , 
the comprehensive awareness of the Sport 
in its loftier aspects , the keenness of 
argument inspired, could not last. Things 
built up to a frenetic pitch . Throughout 
1974, with breaks in August and Decem
ber, Mountain went monthly and by the 
end of the year the strain was beginning to 
tell, though probably more on the maga
zine than on its editor. He continued in 
fine form, blazing away with real assurance 
and authority at targets as various as the 
seat-belt issue: "There appears to be a 
general social pattern emerging - a crusad
ing pursuit of safety for its own sake. 
Taken to its logical conclusion this trend 
could leave us with no seabathing, very low 
speed limits, totally fenced-in roads with 
crossing allowed only at authorized points 
and, possibly , strictly regulated climbing." 
Or even the great Bonington Everest 
Extravaganza: "The fact is that involve
ment in such an extravagant project at this 
time of austerity lays the expedition, and 
indeed the whole climbing world , open to 
the charge of irresponsibility and frivolity 
in relation to the world about them ... 
Moreover , one has a right to ask how much 
this project relates to a pursuit of 'the 
ultimate challenge', as Bonington puts it, 
and how much professional ambition has 
now got mixed up with it." 

But whilst Wilson flourished , his maga
zine's content faded a little . The vintage 
material was less frequently forthcoming, 
the errors became more prevalent. In issue 
40 , he announced his intention of selling 

24 

out. But then the deal fell through and so, 
to ease the burden , Wilson elevated him
self to a presidential role and brought in 
John Porter as a sort of editorial assistant 
to cope with the everyday work . Issue 42, 
where these changes were implemented, 
distinguished itself with a new and very 
readable serif typeface. Stock features 
were brought clearly to the fore . Audrey 
Salkeld's bright and gossipy " People" col
umn became more regular in its appear
ance and in issue 41 the Dyhrenfurths' 
reference series on "The World's highest 
mountains" began with an impeccably -
researched piece on Nanda Devi . Moun
tain was settling down into comfortable 
middle-age. 

The unfortunate John Porter lasted for 
only three issues, but in doing so gave 
Wilson the breathing space to pursue a 
more political line and use his magazine as 
an overt instrument to apply pressure . 
There were the anti-chalk tirades and 
unsubtly-slanted pieces of reportage con
cerned with that issue . ("John Allen free
climbs Great Wall , but uses chalk"). There 
was a growing involvement in the political 
affairs of the BMC, the ML TB , the MEF, 
and Plas y Brenin , which produced com
ment often well-informed and sound , al
ways forceful, occasionally blunt: " .. . one 
wonders how soon it will be before changes 
are seen amongst the old hands at Plas y 
Brenin ; Chief Instructor Roger Orgill, for 
instance , has been with the Centre since 
the 'fifties". From issue 45 onwards, the 
magazine was back in Wilson 's hands and it 
was starting to look weary work . There 
were occasional revivals . Mountain 50 had 
probably the .most brilliant pairing of arti-

des ever to appear in the magazine - Mike 
Thompson's "Out with the Boys Again" 
and Pat Ament's "The Black Canyon with 
Kor" - both of them specially written for 
the magazine as distinct from the usual run 
of tired Alpine Journal or Ascent reprints . 
Thompson 's article was undoubtedly one 
of the pinnacles of Mountain 's achieve
ment. It was humourous in the debunking 
tradition of Mac's earlier column, which 
had long since dropped by the wayside, but 
the humour was kindlier, more perceptive, 
more urbane , whilst still full of anarchic 
delight: 

"I had been climbing all these years 
unaware of the existence of this 
bureaucracy , and it was all I could do to 
keep up with the initials and the jargon. 
Crags, I discovered , were ' recreational 
facilities' and the BMC was empo
wered, if need be , to acquire these 
recreational facilities by compulsory 
purchase (CPO , you know) . And all 
this time I'd thought they were crags! 

'Recreational Facility of Ages cleft 
for me 
Let me hide myself in Thee.' 

Usually , by this time , Tut would be 
writhing on the ground in paroxysms of 
laughter , gasping: 'Ph Os on harnesses, 
BSI kite-marked nuts'; and Doug, fists 
clenched and beads of sweat standing 
out on his furrowed brow, would be 
dreaming of the not-too-far-off day 
when he would lead his first guerilla 
raid to blow up a National Park In
formation Centre; or the glorious morn
ing when the newspaper headlines 
would shriek: "Stanage Warden Mur
dered by Inadequately Clad Climber'." 



" ... Tim Lewis' greatest gift to the magazine was in creating 
a milieu where more expressive and imaginative work was 
made to feel at home ... " 

So it went on: the arrival of British E 
grades gave an excuse for the preparation 
of lists-to-begin-the-move-towards-a-new
list-to-end-all-Jists but before the time was 
ripe for that the Wilson era was over, 
having puttered out with a few venerably
polished harkings-back to traditional 
themes - Sir Douglas Busk's "The Young 
Shavers" and Ronnie Clark's "The Old 
Queen's Summit-Baggers" chief amongst 
them - and, a pointer to what was in store, 
an eerily evocative and magical little fiction 
from Jeff Long entitled "In Gentle Contact 
with the Cold Wind". 

The Wilson years had created Mountain, 
and shaped and formed it into a truly 
international mountaineering news maga
zine. Probably the magazine's inception 
coincided with a vital moment of change in 
the history of the sport. Certainly, Moun
tain reflected that change, harried it as a 
theme of debate with relentless energy, 
and suffered no objection unfounded on 
hard, empirical fact to its considered dic
tums. The growth of the Wilson phe
nomenon and the growth of the sport had 
been parallel, but now new perspectives, 
new voices were needed to comment on an 
ever-faster-changing world. 

Mountain 59 appeared under the aegis of 
a fresh editorial team. Its first editorial 
carried some implicit criticism of the Wil
son style: "It is the task of Mountain to 
reflect the interest and opinion of climbers 
of all standards and from all areas of the 
world. It is not the job of Mountain to 
create artificial interest in people, places or 
issues within climbing ... Mountain should 
be, in the best possible sense of the word, 
entertaining. Enjoyment is one of the 
keystones of climbing: that, too, Mountain 
would like to reflect." For all Ken Wilson's 
sterling work over the eight-year period of 
his editorship, these words signalled a 
sweet relief to many readers. "Mountain," 
they seemed to spell out, "intended to take 
itself Jess seriously in future, to present a 
broader view, to vary the pace and do it for 
the fun." And on all those promises Tim 
Lewis - the new editor - delivered . Certain
ly it was easier for Lewis in some ways than 
it had been for Wilson. He inherited a 
proven format, a role , and a bank of 
features and contributors, but nonetheless 
he had to cope with the formidable image 
and reputation of his predecessor. In some 
respects , the standards of the magazine 
slipped a bit. It looked at times less neat 
and crisp. Occasionally Lewis seemed to 
take a Naked Lunch approach to his copy 
and paragraphs would appear hopelessly 
out of order. But the compensations were 
there . A new irreverence was abroad in the 
land, typified by a statement from one of 
Lewis's reviews: 

"There's an old British tradition of 
understatement and a new Himalayan 
climbing mood that 'small is beautiful ': 
between them they explain the immense 
lack of wonder that fills me after read
ing these books. " 

Or even more so by an interview with all 
members of a four-man expedition, which 

abandoned the Wilson/Playboy question
and-answer format and blandly queried, as 
its title, "Would you buy a used expedition 
from these men?". 

In the quality of the writing, though it 
was often presented in a less forceful and 
emphatic manner, the heights were 
perhaps being reached with a new frequen
cy. Rob Taylor's "The Breach", Bill Mur
ray's "To Write a Book", Mike Thomp
son's "Sahibs and Sherpas" and Sue Gel
ler's "On the Edge" all appeared within the 
first couple of years of Lewis's reign. The 
emphasis on the experience rather than the 
stature, prestige and politics of the sport 
was more pronounced, as Jim Collins here 
illustrates, from Mountain 72: 

"I really trained for the climb back in 
California. I built a 'Genesis machine' 
out of buildering problems. I wanted to 
be able to do hard move after hard 
move after hard move. I named one of 
them the Genocide traverse. There's a 
15ft roof in the middle and the rests are 
on 5.10 holds. The whole thing is about 
200ft long. It took me six weeks of 
four-six hours a day to put the whole 
thing together. I got blisters on my 
fingers from 'buildering' so much. At 
one point I even carried a needle in my 
teeth so I could drain the blisters in the 
middle of the traverse." 

Geographically, the magazine's range 
was broadening. Instead of its horizons 
being circumscribed by America, the 
Himalayas and the French Alps, new areas 
were brought into focus: French and Ger
man limestone, East European sandstone, 
Australian, Japanese and South American 
rock. An "Ideas" column was introduced 
and monopolised initially by Pat Ament: 

" ... as he progresses, bouldering for him 
becomes a withdrawal more than a 
glorifying, an extremely individualized 
creativity with a deeply personal learn
ing which takes place more and more in 
the absence of external reinforcement 
and sought-after reward." 

That type of statement would have been 
considered subversive, if its implications 
had been fully grasped, during the Wilson 
years. The Wilson ethos of exploration and 
conquest leading to assessment and 
acclaim still lingered on in isolated pock
ets, such as in the following brief extract 
from an exceedingly long paean: 

"Alec Sharp veered away from this 
course, being more interested in finding 
new lines to climb , more fascinated by 
the imagination needed to climb a 
totally new route. He started the season 
by climbing some striking new cracks on 
Jam Crack Spire in Shadow Canyon ... " 

- the author of which was none other 
than the aforesaid Alec Sharp , an erstwhile 
Wilson-protege. 

Alongside such egotistical crassness, 
some major new writing talent was filtering 
through . Alex MacIntyre promised greatly 
before his death. Jeff Long's fictions crop
ped up here and there to move, resonate 
and un-nerve. John Long showed a master
ful ability with clear, exciting prose in "The 

Only Blasphemy" and a marvellous ear for 
spikey, coded dialogue in "The Royal 
Scam". Dermot Somers, an Irishman, in 
Mountain 85 re-invented the epistolary 
form in a version of cluttered, lapidary 
scintillation about the North Face of the 
Matterhorn ("But now, writing this after 
the route, a subtle shaft of vision cleaves 
the deceiving light between our valley-tent 
and the vacant North Face brooding over 
its own futile dignity.") John Barry, an 
expatriate Irishman, showed an inclination 
to move from a faintly tedious initial 
knockabout style towards greater varia
tion, sensitivity, and depth. Old-style, 
occasionally convoluted Pat Ament gave 
way to a lyrical and very American trait of 
nostalgia: 

"I recall sharing a few moments with 
another lonely hobo in a different Cali
fornia yard. No dusk could eclipse his 
forsaken, squinting gloom, as he sat 
clutching a full, unopened bottle of 
wine, stubbonly resisting it, hoping to 
make it go far, perhaps forever, a man 
enduring, craving a sip, a bottle that 
was his glimmer of hope, a pale, thorny, 
rugged, nervous face pink in the twi
light, eyes lit with desire for a train." 

Perhaps most promising of all both in 
literary control and the range of experience 
he could draw on for subject matter was 
the young Australian Greg Child: 

" ... the snow would soon settle over him 
and set firm as earth. The snowfield 
would inch inexorably to the ice cliffs 
and peel away in bursts of avalanche to 
the glacier, which would carry him 
within it to the fast-flowing Braldu. His 
journey would outlive us and no ashes 
could be scattered more thoroughly, 
nor no monument exist more lasting 
than Broad Peak." 

All of these writers were brought along 
in a manner which would have been, if not 
unthinkable, at least immensely more diffi
cult in the strictly-briefed, homogenized, 
written-to-length-and-order era which pre
ceded that of Lewis . Probably Tim Lewis's 
greatest gift to the magazine was in creat
ing a relaxed milieu where more expressive 
and imaginative work was made to feel at 
home. At the expense of some of the more 
forceful polemic, Mountain had begun to 
show consistent literary quality. In many 
ways, Lewis was mining a richer vein of 
ore. 

Sadly, a long illness .cut short his spell on 
Mountain, and issue 90 saw a third change 
of editor. Bernard Newman, in the short 
time and turmoil of his term of office has 
not yet impressed clearly his own personal
ity on the magazine, but no doubt that will 
happen (already the picture-editing is look
ing up), as it did with his predecessors. 
Meanwhile, tr.e institution they evolved 
continues on its way, the objectives clearly 
defined, an invaluable service rendered , 
and the course free to change with whatev
er winds might blow. I wish it long con
tinuation and success. 
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HI MALA VAN CLIMBING 
Part One of A Personal Review 

by Doug Scott 

Above: Big wall climbing on Shivling. Doug Scott and Rick White leading, Georges Bettembourg on the stance. Photo: Greg Child. 
Opposite: The Khum bu ice fall with West Ridge and Shoulder of Everest on left, Nuptse on nght, from below Khumbutse. 
This and other photos, Doug Scott. 

In the very first issue of Mountain there 
was a report of the 1968 Malubiting (7452m) 
expedition. They were one of the first ex
peditions to be allowed into the Karakoram 
for several years. No doubt they had to find a 
few things out from scratch, but they were to 
run into many of the problems that have 
troubled expeditions ever since - not only in 
Pakistan, but also in India, Nepal, China, 
Bhutan, Sikkim and Afghanistan. A brief look 
at this expedition illustrates the ancillary 
factors governing the development of Hima
layan climbing - despite the advent of the 
alpine style climbing the Himalaya are not 
the Alps. After submitting 15 copies of the 
bulky application forms to the Pakistan au
thorities in June 1967, the expedition re
ceived permission to go to Malubiting in 
April 1968 just 5 weeks before departure and 
then only from the very steep south side and 
not the easier northern flank as requested. 
Due to delays on the overland route, lengthy 
negotiation procedures, having to fly from 
Rawlpindi to Gilgit, followed by porter 
strikes, the team eventually took seven 
weeks to reach their Camp I from leaving 
Manchester. Five of the 8 team became ill 
before Camp II was established, another fell , 
damaging his back. Brian Ripley was killed 
when a huge block fell off from above Camp 
Ill. His partner, John Allen, the leader, got 
himself down to Base Camp. Eventually the 
team returned to Rawlpindi after two weeks 
awaiting aircraft to fly them and their bag-
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gage out. They drove back to Britain arriving 
on 20th September, nearly four months after 
leaving. The situation has gradually im
proved over the last 15 years - although not 
entirely. Most foreign expeditions now find it 
more convenient and cheaper to fly mem
bers and equipment to the Himalaya, taking 
advantage of the relatively cheap flights and 
concessions now available. This, together 
with the increases in local road and air-strip 
facilities, has greatly contributed to the 
acceleration of Himalayan climbing. Long 
gone are the lengthy boat journeys and 
delays in customs at Bombay and Calcutta . 

Difficulty of Access 
For those organising their first expedition 

to the Himalaya, the relative ease of travel 
over there only makes the red tape surround
ing permission more frustrating. 

Pakistan 
Pakistan is now more organised for ex

peditions than any other country. The offi 
cials are sympathetic and act positively. 
They have gradually worked to make access 
less onerous since the days of John Allen 's 
expedition. In 1982 Mountain reported the 
good news that as a result of General Mirza 's 
fact-finding visit to Britain as President of the 
Pakistan Alpine Club with the brief to widen 
the appeal of Pakistan to mountaineers, new 
regulations were eventually issued. All peaks 
below 6000m were to be available on trek-

king permits or on climbing permits to 
higher peaks and no royalty would be re
quired. Only two copies of application forms 
would be required in future, the Karakoram 
Highway would be available for travel and a 
quicker response to applications was prom
ised. In the last few years the local porters 
have been less troublesome now that a fair 
wage has been set and the Liaison Officers 
continue to be of a higher calibre. 

India 
In India since the IMF Complex was estab

lished expeditions can now be processed 
(and accommodated) under one roof. The 
procedure has become more streamlined in 
the capable hands of Mr. Motwani, the 
Administrative Officer in charge. With inter
nal problems and external threats from the 
north, India has been slow to open up many 
fine mountain areas , but it is heartening that 
as the Nanda Devi Sanctuary closed down 
for repairs, the Gangotri opened. So far, 
unfortunately, the Kamet region and Sikkim 
seem as unlikely to open as ever. 

Nepal 
The Nepalese 1964 ban on Foreign moun

taineering was lifted in 1969, resulting in a 
flood of applications to this Mecca of Hima
layan climbing. However, in the last few 
months the rules have been tightened, por
ter and royalty costs massively increased 
and now expedition organisers must wade 





through a 48 page book of rules and regula
tions to climb a mountain. Strict regulations 
insist that a team does not deviate much 
from the proposed route and that only those 
members entered on the application form 
may climb the route. Thus in Nepal if a line is 
out of condition another nearby route, 
alth0ugh not occupied, cannot be attempted. 
Neither can a member from one expedition 
join another expedition, even though both 
have permission to be on the same moun
tain. Once established bureaucracy will only 
burgeon. So far the UIAA have been ineffec
tive in helping to rationalise the regulations 
and making certain that small expeditions 
are not penalised by the inequalities where 
royalty payments are concerned. Climbers 
who transgress the rules do not help, espe
cially if they shout about it as the 'four 
against Everest' did in 1962 and others have 
done since. The very least regulation ben
ders could do is to suffer the fate of anonym
ity. It seems so utterly miserable that the 
mountains are shackled, that our natural 
inclinations are checked at every turn - is it 
not a wonderful thing that the Alps have no 
restrictions at all? A much more worrying 
aspect of climbing in Nepal is the deteriora
tion of the support and reliability of the 
Sherpas and porters. Most expeditions have 
to pay more than regulation wages and most 
report some theft of food and equipment - at 
times on a huge scale. It is not uncommon 
for expeditions to find not only equipment 
given to High Altitude porters for the climb 
on sale in the Kathmandu bazaar before 
leaving for the climb, but also equipment not 
given. 

As the Sherpas lose their old values and 
their material expectations rise, the tempta
tion to pilfer can be overwhelming, especial
ly when so much equipment arrives as on 
the blockbuster expeditions - equipment that 
no-one seems to have any personal claim to. 
Maybe, too, the Sherpas have grown cynical 
of mountaineers since so many of them have 
died on climbing expeditions. The older the 
Sherpa, the more likely he will measure up to 
the pre-war image - self-effacing, honest, 
hard-working. Trekkers, climbers, educators, 
doctors, anthropologists, photographers, 
writers, foresters, civil engineers, scientists 
have all contributed in some way to this 
decline of Sherpa values, simply because 
they went there - a classic case of the 
observers affecting the object of their 
observations. This is a great tragedy for us 
as it is we who could learn so much from 
these Buddhist people. Despite this, climbers 
will find Nepal, its people and especially 
Khumbu a magic place. 

China 
China opened its doors in 1978 to the 

Iranians, of all people. Two years later, after 
a flood of applications, teams from all over 
the climbing world were operating on 
selected peaks in Tibet and China in spite of 
the very high costs. To climb in China/Tibet 
was then 5 times as expensive as climbing in 
Nepal. In Bhutan the costs are even higher -
only the very wealthy go there, mostly 
Japanese, unless it is by special circumst
ance. In both China and Bhutan a reserve of 
unclimbed peaks and routes await the ex
pedition climber if and when restrictions are 
lifted. 

Prestigious Peaks 
The natural development of Himalayan 

climbing has not only been modified by local 
access restrictions, but by the quest for 
routes on the more prestigious peaks such 
as Everest, K2 and in fact all the 8000m 
summits. There are many fine routes await
ing climbers on peaks just below the 8000m 
level which may only have one route estab
lished on them . In 1983 6 expeditions 
climbed on Broad Peak (8030m), only 2 went 
for the neighbouring Gasherbrum IV 
(7925m). 

Accidents 
The physical problems set in the Himalaya, 

such as the vast scale, avalanche danger, 
cold wind and above all the lack of oxygen, 
have so far been under-estimated. The result 
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is an alarming number of accidents resulting 
in death. I found it at times quite depressing 
researching this article and compiling a list 
of accidents. After researching 135 deaths 
from 1969 to 1974 I gave up. In the early 
1970's there were some statistics being 
bandied about that a Himalayan climber's 
chance of dying on a Himalayan walk-in and 
climb were one in ten. However, most acci
dents happened on Japanese expeditions 
which was small comfort to the rest of us 
and none at all for the Japanese, who in 1971 
lost 28 members and High Altitude porters 
on their expeditions - but they did field more 
expeditions than all the other climbing na
tions put together and many of their clim
bers were inexperienced, being there for the 
first time. The safety record amongst 
Japanese expeditions has since improved. 

Other countries, too, have suffered fatali
ties. In 1969, 6 Americans and one Sherpa 
died in an avalanche on the south-east ridge 
of Dhaulagiri I. In the same year 5 Germans 
and one Sherpa were killed in an avalanche 
upon Dhaulagiri IV. Altogether 14 climbers 
lost their lives on this 25,000 foot peak before 
it was first climbed in 1975. The worst 
climbing accidents in Nepalese history 
occurred in 1972 when 4 Koreans, one 
Japanese and 10 Sherpas were killled by an 
avalanche on Manaslu. It would seem from a 
general survey of accidents and fatalities 
that avalanche was the biggest danger and 
oxygen-lack related problems not so great. 
During the last 5 years, many more deaths 
than before are due to oedema, pneumonia, 
exhaustion and impaired judgement. 
Perhaps this reflects changing attitudes and 
style of climbing. The more mobile and 
faster lightweight and/or alpine style expedi
tions run less risk of continous exposure to 
objective dangers than are often met on 
siege-style climbs. On the other hand mov
ing fast and therefore without oxygen bottles 
will increase the risk from oxygen-lack re
lated accidents. There are other factors -
Himalayan climbers tend to have more ex
perience than 15 years ago when it was 
unusual to visit the Himalaya every year as 
now happens amongst the good climbers 
pushing back the frontiers. They are familiar 
with avalanche danger and less likely to fall 
off the mountain or into crevasses. The 
frontiers are upon steep, technically difficult 
faces and buttresses where the climber does 
not usually risk major avalanche danger. 

Expedition Extravaganzas 
In the recent evolution of Himalayan 

climbing the situation as it was hardly exists 
anymore. Occasionally enormous and ex
pensive enterprises are launched onto 
Everest - such as the Italian armed-forces 
exercise in 1973, when 2000 porters and 100 
Sherpas helped 64 Italians put their men on 
the summit via the original route. Then there 
was the Canadian/Air Canada/$1,000,000 ex
travaganza in 1982, also up the original 
route. On K2 the Japanese with 40 climbers 
and many helpers repeated the original 
route at a similar cost in 1977. Even this type 
of expedition gives valuable high altitude 
experience and confidence to those mem
bers with the vision to climb in smaller 
groups next time. They do not mean much 
as far as the evolution of climbing standards 
are concerned, but they do generate interest 
and finance for other projects that are impor
tant. 

Nationalism 
The Nationalism that the old guard grum

bled about has all but gone - swept away on 
a tide of mutual respect and understanding 
brought about by jet-setting into each 
other's territory, international meets and 
climbs and accurate reporting in magazines 
such as Mountain. The late Toni Hiebler was 
the first magazine editor to realise the need 
for the dissemination of accurate informa
tion from all over the world. His editorials in 
the German magazine Alpinismus were 
translated into 4 languages. It was he who 
inspired Ken Wilson to produce his interna
tionally oriented Mountain. lwa to Yuki in 
Japan was close behind. Adams Carter has 
long achieved distinction in this direction in 

the American Alpine Journal. The big media 
sponsored expeditions no longer hogged the 
limelight but had to stand upon their climb
ing merits. The climbing magazines have 
also undoubtedly contributed to the rapid 
increase in the number of climbs accom
plished. 

Magazines and Pace of Change 
Within a few weeks of Broad Peak being 

soloed up and down in a day, the climbing 
world knows all about it. A few climbers will 
gain confidence from this. 

Mountain Craft was swallowed up and 
regurgitated as Mountain where the emph
asis was on the leading climbers and Ken 
Wilson's editorial comments (both self opi
nionated and visionary) gave direction and 
indirectly accelerated the pace of change by 
such headlines as: "The Golden Age of 
Himalayan Alpinism is now well under way 
with leading climbers from many countries 
rushing to grab the glittering prizes"! The 
pendulum swung back towards centre after 
10 years, for in 1979 T.I.M. Lewis took over. 
As Paul Nunn, Associate Editor of Mountain 
said in his obituary of T.I.M. "he aimed to 
make it more the property of its readership ... 
and less a vehicle for his personal views." 

Having established that climbing develop
ment in the Himalaya is much affected by 
bureaucracy, local difficulties, pride, danger 
and Mountain magazine, we will now turn to 
the more significant climbs made over the 
last 15 years. Here we are not giving much 
attention to Himalayan mountaineering as a 
form of human activity in the wider sense, it 
being taken for granted that it is important to 
gain friends rather than lose them by making 
enemies, and that there are other than purely 
sporting reasons attracting mountaineers to 
the Himalaya. In this review we look at 
climbing from a purely 'sporting' perspective 
as outlined in Games Climbers Play by Lito 
Tejada-Flores. The main theme is the ap
plication of super alpine-style climbing to the 
Himalayas. 

Big Siege Climbs 
It would be churlish to ignore the great 

climbs made by siege tactics. Alpine style 
climbers owe much to the spin-offs from the 
great climbs achieved with siege tactics - in 
equipment, techniques, finance and the 
achievement itself as a yardstick and source 
of inspiration. In the 20 years after the first 
8000m summit - Annapurna - was climbed, 
all the other 13 were climbed as well as most 
of the other peaks. 1his era was brought to a 
close with the advent of climbing the moun
tain as much for the route as for the summit. 
This was ushered in by Chris Bonington, Don 
Whillans, Dougal Haston, Nick Estcourt, Mar
tin Boysen, Mick Burke, Michael Thompson 
and Ian Clough when they went in search of 
a difficult Himalayan face and found it by 
climbing Annapurna's 12,000 foot South 
Face. Others had been thinking of it - Chris 
Bonington organised it and climbed and 
fixed ropes with the others through illness, 
snowstorm and difficult rock bands to put 
Don and Dougal on the top. The active 
climbing team was small for those times and 
since, the top was always in doubt and 
no-one was killed on the Face, although Ian 
Clough was killed on the last descent - a 
tragic end to a brilliant epoch-making climb. 
The quest for steep rock and ice high in the 
Himalaya had begun. 

Later, in 1970, the Japanese reconnoitred 
the South West Face of Everest and the 
Tyroleans climbed the 15,000 foot Rupal 
Flank of Nanga Parbat. Reinhold and Gunth
er Messner traversed the mountain, but 
Gunther was killed at the base by avalanche 
after this incredible feat. An even more 
difficult route was achieved the following 
year when the French climbed the elegant 
West Ridge of Makalu. One section from 
about 24,500 foot was steep rock involving 5 
sup and A2 climbing. Yannek Seigneur and 
Bernard Mellet eventually reached the sum
mit. Altogether 11 Frenchmen between them 
established a Himalayan version of the Wal-

Right: Gasherbrum IV from the Baltoro 
Glacier. 
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The Baltoro Spires. Uli Biaho on the left, Trango Tower centre, Nameless Tower right. 

ker Spur. In 1972 Wolfgang Nairz's Austrian 1982, although technical difficulties were not 
expedition climbed the 16,000 foot South great- maybe easier, in fact, than the original 
West Face of Manaslu. Messner and Franz route. 
Jagar set off for the summit. Jagar became Kangchenjunga was opened up from the 
exhausted. Messner reached the summit East by the Indians in 1977. The West Face to 
alone. Despite a subsequent storm Jagar the North Col and West Ridge were 
disappeared, as did Andi Schlick who went ascended by Bettembourg, Boardman, Tas-
out to find him . ker and Scott in 1979. In subsequent years 

The 21 -man Yugoslav Expedition were the Japanese and Tyroleans climbed varia-
able to force a way up the South Face of tions upon the snow and ice of the North 
Makalu and the British climbed the South West flank. 
West Face of Everest. Braithwaite and Lhotse South Face was 95% climbed by 
Estcourt climbed through the difficult Rock Ales Kunaver's Yugoslav expedition in 1981 . 
Band to 27,000 feet and Haston and Scott Several members had gained experience on 
went on to climb 3 short but difficult rock the Yugoslav West Ridge of Everest ascent in 
sections en route to the South Summit and 1979. On Lhotse they climbed up through 
Main Summit. This expedition was efficient- great danger and difficulty to be stopped 
ly organised by Bonington and brought to an 500 ft. short of the summit by bad weather 
end the efforts of previous Japanese, Inter- and after no less than 4 attempts. This huge 
national and British attempts. It demons- South Face which merges with that on 
trated that given a strong team, well plan- Lhotse Shar is 3000 metres high. To the right 
ned, with reasonable conditions, seige tac- of the line taken in 1981 the Czechoslovak 
tics make it possible for climbers to ascend expedition of 15 climbers found a difficult 
steep ground even on the highest peaks. but relatively safe line to the summit of 
Even so Mick Burke died during a subse- Lhotse Shar this Spring after a 51 day seige. 
quent ascent, rock fall occurred down the Robert Galfy led the team as efficiently as 
Face and Advance Base was avalanched in Kunaver led the Yugoslavs. 
the Western Cwm, fortunately without furth- Czechs had experienced big Face climbing 
er tragedy. upon the South East Buttress of Makalu, 

From now on big new Face climbs em- which they climbed in the Spring of 1976. 
ploying fixed ropes between camps and The most difficult Face climb on Makalu was 
using bottled oxygen were established that achieved by the Polish/Brazilian expedi-
annually. On Everest the Poles established tion in 1982. They lay siege to the left side of 
the South Pillar Route in 1980. The Russians the West Face by a prominent and very steep 
climbed a harder line to the left of the British buttress. One 350' section was vertical and 
South West Face route in 1982 and the sometimes overhanging. Andrew Czok 
Americans climbed the East Face in 1983. reached the summit travelling alone from 

On K2, "the mountaineer's mountain", the the last camp without oxygen. The ultimate 
Japanese climbed the West Ridge in 1981 . challenge on this fine mountain remains. It is 
The French climbed all the major difficulties the West Face Direct attempted by an Anglo-
up the difficult South Buttress but failed to Polish team alpine style twice in 1981 - Alex 
reach the summit by a very few hundred feet MacIntyre, Wojciech (Voytek) Kurtyka and 
in 1979. The Poles, too, put up a gallant Jerzy Kukuczka. 
struggle on the impressive North West Ridge However, we shall now turn to alpine style, 
in 1982. They also came close to climbing K2 or lightweight expeditions. Bear in mind 
from the North East in 1976, but it was left to there is a difference. Whilst both are small in 
the Americans to find a way to the top in members, the lightweight expedition may 
1978. The Japanese, under the fine lead- employ fixed ropes as supply/safety lines, 
ership of Konishi, climbed the North Ridge in although rarely oxygen. 
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Lightweight - Alpine Style 
To maintain that commitment to the un

known characteristic of any generation tak
ing their climbing to the current limit, clim
bers have had to keep moving on to 
accommodate the lowering of personal 
psychological barriers, improved equip
ment, techniques and organisation. Now 
that we know that big faces and steep 
ground anywhere can be climbed by the use 
of fixed ropes, oxygen and artificial aids, the 
move is towards climbing these "last great 
problems" in alpine style or at least light
weight. It always was lightweight before 
national prestige became a feature of Hima
layan climbing. Graham, Kellas, Longstaff of 
course come to mind for their fine efforts 
before the first World War. There have been 
many alpine style ascents since, right up to 
the 1960's and the start of this review, 
particularly in the Hindu Kush. The Notting
ham Climber's Club ascent of the South Face 
of Koh e Bandaka (6840) (Scott and Gillies) 
and traverse down the west ridge was 
reported in the last edition of Mountain Craft. 
The Austrians' lightweight first ascent of 
Minapin (7266) disguised as a trekking party, 
was reported in the first edition of Mountain. 
Some trek! It was the Austrians, of course, 
who had first climbed Cho Oyu (8153) 
(Jocher, Tichy and Sherpa Pasang Dawa 
Lama) in the autumn of 1954 and Broad Peak 
(8047) (Schmuck, Wintersteller, Diemberger 
and Buhl) in 1957, both four-man lightweight 
expeditions ahead of their time for such high 
peaks. 

During the first five years the alpine style 
expeditions were somewhat overshadowed 
by the impressive siege ascents already 
referred to. Dave Nicol ' s British team 
climbed (1969) the technically difficult Ali 
Ratna Tibba in India, the Russians made 
stupendous alpine style ascents and 
traverses in the Pamirs. Dhaulagiri 2 (7751) 
was first climbed that year i. Jm the north by 
the Germans (Huber, Wiessensteiner, Fear 
and Sherpa Jaganbu) in a four day push 
from 19,600 feet up and down . A great effort. 
In 1972 Peter Boardman's Hindu Kush ex-



pedition climbed a fine grade 6 route up the 
5,000 foot North Face of Koh-i-Mondi (6234) 
(Boardman, Fitzhugh, Church and Wragg) in 
impeccable style. The following year Boning
ton and Estcourt made the first ascent of 
Brammah _Peak (6415) by the South East 
Ridge. In 1974 Bonington was back in India 
with Haston, Boysen, Scott, Tashi and San
dhu to make the first ascent of Changabang 
(6865) by the East Ridge in a two day push. In 
the same year British and French parties 
climbed new routes on Pie Lenin (7135) 
alpine style during the course of a tragic 
international camp. Eight Russian ladies died 
attempting to traverse Pie Lenin. 

1975 proved to be an epoch-making year. 
The South West Face of Everest climb de
monstrated all that we needed to know of 
sieging the big faces. At the same time over 
in the Karakoram Messner and Peter Habeler 
climbed Hidden Peak (Gasherbrum 1 (8086)) 
by a new route on the North West Face in 
two days from their supply dump at about 
6,700 metres. This was the best effort yet on 
an 8,000 metre summit. Also that year Joe 
Tasker and Dick Renshaw climbed the steep 
5,000 foot South Face of Dunagiri (7075) in 
six days but required another five to descend 
during which Renshaw was badly frostbitten 
in his fingers. For Habeler, Renshaw and 
Tasker these were tremendous achieve
ments as all three were on their first visit to 
the Himalaya. Spurred on by his success on 
Dunagiri, Tasker went out again with Board
man the following year. They spent 40 days 
climbing the most technically demanding 
route so far climbed 2 man, lightweight. With 
2,000 foot of rope they climbed the 5,500 foot 
West Face of Changabang despite hanging 
bivouacs and intense autumn cold. Some
what overshadowed by this achievement a 
party of Cumbrians (Duff, Rogers, Clark, 
Roberts and Read) made a pure three day 
alpine style ascent of the South East Face of 
Changabang. 

Also in 1976 an experienced group of 
Americans joined with their Soviet hosts to 
climb in alpine style fine routes in the Tien 

Shan, Pamirs and Caucasus. Altogether they 
made a total of thirty seven climbs including 
ten first ascents. 

The 8,000 foot East Face of Koh e Bandaka 
was climbed by an Anglo-Polish group 
(MacIntyre, Jan Wolf, Kurtyka and John 
Porter) in 1977. They negotiated the steep ice 
and unstable rock bands of the formidable 
face in six days, alpine style. The leader of 
this expedition, Andrej Zawada, with Terry 
King made an alpine style ascent of the 6,500 
foot north Face of Koh e Mandras in five days 
- another dangerous mixed route. This was 
the start of a fruitful period of Anglo-Polish 
Himalayan climbing. 

A much more technical climb took place 
this same year when the Americans (Kim 
Schmitz, Dennis Hennek, John Roskelley, 
Galen Rowell and Jim Morrissey) climbed 
Trango Tower (Peak 6257) a year after the 
British had sieged the neighbouring Name
less Tower. The American line took a zig-zag 
course up ice ramps and steep granite steps 
(5.8, A 1) during their four day push. I met 
them whilst being stretchered out from the 
Ogre (7285) which Bonington and I climbed 
lightweight, supported by Mo Anthoine and 
Clive Rowlands to within 60 feet of the top on 
this first ascent. 

Over in the Hindu Kush the Poles were 
busy on Koh e Shakhaur (7115ml climbing 
the East Face in a 4 day push. There were 
many other ascents here as usual, it was 
more like the Alps than anywhere else, with 
good weather and generally good rock. 

In 1978 Messner and Habeler climbed 
Everest by "fair means", i.e. without them
selves using oxygen, as part of a larger 
tradition~! operation. This feat gave a great 
boost to Alpine style climbing, for it was now 
known that for some at least, who were fit 
and had the right head and physiology for it, 
oxygen could be dispensed with even on the 
highest peak. If oxygen is taken its weight 
precludes going alpine style of course. 
Together with knowledge of this and my 
own observation from having bivouacked at 
28,700' without oxygen and to no ill effects, it 

gave me impetus to take on Kangcheng
chunga (8598m) in 1979 from the west with 
Georges Bettembourg, Tasker and Board
man in lightweight style. This was the first 
occasion a major demanding route had been 
established on one of the highest peaks 
lightweight and without oxygen. In the Au
tumn of 1979 Nuptse (7815) North Face 
(Bettembourg, Scott, Alan Rouse and Brian 
Hall) was climbed in Alpine style from the 
Western Cwm. Rouse and Hall had already 
climbed Jannu (7710m) with Rab Carrington 
and Roger Baxter-Jones the previous year, 
making the 3rd ascent of the French route 
but now in a 12 day round trip. Also in 1978 
Bettembourg accompanied Seigneur to 
within a few feet of Broad Peak's summit in 
the then remarkable time of 3 days up and 
down. 

From then on alpine style climbing 
gathered momentum but space again per
mits only a summary of ascents of the 
hardest routes over the last 5 years of this 
survey. 

One such route had already been attemp
ted - the North Ridge of Latok I (7145m). The 
Americans, George and Jeff Lowe, Jim Doni
ni and Michael Kennedy climbed up 7000 
feet of very steep granite and ice-choked 
gullies to within 500 feet of the top •Of this 
beautiful line in 1978. 

That same year - 1978 - MacIntyre, Porter, 
Zureck and Kurtyka established a very hard 
rock climb on the South Buttress of Changa
bang after an 8-day push from Base. 

In 1979 John Roskelley, Ron Kauk, Bill 
Forest and Kim Schmitz climbed up a 2,500 
foot narrow gully to the foot of the 3,500 foot 
East Face of Uli Biaho Tower (60?3). They 
then spent 12 days climbing up this con
tinously steep big wall. Ten nights were 
spent in hammocks for 2 or more of the 
team. They graded it VII (A4). It was the 
hardest big wall climb yet made in the 
Himalaya. Rosekelley had already that year 
made the first ascent of Gaurishankar 
(7115ml by the horrendous West Face using 
seige tactics. 
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Tony Saunders and Will Tapsfield climbed 
up the difficult Uzum Brak (Conway's Ogre 
6420ml. They were 7 days on the climb 
negotiating pitches of ice (Scottish Grade 4) 
and rock (V sup). 

The Americans were busy over in the 
Gangotri. Their visit to Thalay Sagar (6920ml 
was the first to that area for many years and 
they did not waste the opportunity. John 
Thackray and Englishman Pete Thexton 
reached the summit after ascending the 
steep North West couloir and ridge in light
weight style. 

In 1980 Alex MacIntyre, Rene Ghilini (Fr.) 
Voytek Kurtyka and Ludwick Wilczyczynski 
(Polish - who else!) climbed the East Face of 
Dhaulagiri 1 (8167) in a three-day push 
during continuous blizzard and spindrift. The 
route was steep and similar to the North 
Face of the Courtes. They came out on the 
North East Ridge about a thousand feet from 
the .top and des~ended. A week· later they 
rechmbed the ridge to the summit in a 
four-day push. 

In the same year Roskelley reached the top 
of Makalu by repeating the West Ridge 
lightweight and on Hidden Peak a two-man 
French team, Maurice Barrard and Georges 
Narbaud, made the first ascent of the South 
West Ridge without any support in alpine 
style. 

. 11'! 1981 the enormous, dangerous and 
d1ff1cult South Face of Dhaulagiri 1 was 
climbed in pure Alpine style by the Yugos
lavs and led by Stane Balak. All six members 
reached the South East Ridge at 8,000 
metres after nine bivouacs on the face. A 
further five days were required to descend 
the South East Ridge. This fifteen day climb 
is one of the major achievements of Hima
layan climbing. It hardly matters that they 
did not complete the last five hundred feet to 
the summit of the mountain, which they 
undoubtedly could have done had the winds 
not been so severe and had their stove not 
ceased to function. They went six days 
without the means to melt water and to 
re-hydrate their food. In the same year, 
Bonington, Boardman, Tasker and Rouse 
climbed Kongur in China. 

Also in the post monsoon season the 
French climbed the 11,000 foot high West 
Face on Manaslu (8156) in lightweight style. 
They went alpine from above their Camp 2 
(6700) i.e. above the major difficulties. The 
summit was reached by Pierre Beghin and 
Bernard Muller. 

Further west in India, Greg Child, Rick 
White (Australian), Georges Bettembourg 
and Scott climbed up the East Pillar and 
Head Wall of Shivling in a continuous thir
teen day push, climbing sixty pitches (5.9 
cracks A.3 pegging and TD - ED mixed 
ground). It was found that big wall climbing 
does not mix so well on contrasting snow 
and ice aretes and gullies. The weight of gear 
for the one detracts from the other, making it 
altogether a very strenuous and time con
suming business. 

Cholatse (6440) was first climbed in 1982, 
via the South West Ridge, by Roskelley, 
Rowell, Vern Clevinger (US) and Englishman 
Bill O'Connor. It says something of the 
difficulties that Roskelley thought it one of 
the hardest Himalayan climbs - probably 
thirty pitches of hard green technical ice had 
something to do with that observation. 

In the Gangotri Allen Fyffe and Bob Barton 
climbed the South West Buttress of Bhagir
athi Ill (6454). After fixing seven ropes at the 
start they climbed continuously for eleven 
days up this 4,500 foot elegant rock. Unfortu
nately firm granite gave way to rotten shale 
near the top. They descended the rotten rock 
of the North Ridge in a day. 

The alpine ascents of Gasherbrum 2 and 
Broad Peak by Messner and the Pakistani 
climbers Nazir Sabir and Sher Khan was a 
notable tour de force. The two Pakistani 
members had already climbed K2 with the 
Japanese in 1980 and 1976 respectively, as 
had Messner in 1979 with Michael Dacher. 
The last two climbed the original route but 
alpine style from 24,500 feet. 

Over in Tibet, MacIntyre, Baxter-Jones and 
Scott climbed Pungpa Ri (7445) in a three 
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day round trip before setting off up the 9,000 
foot South West Face of Shishapangma 
(8012). Without reconnaissance or much 
information as no one had ever been in the 
valley below it they left their support clim
ber, Nick Prescott, at base and climbed up to 
the top and down the East Ridge and couloir 
between Pungpa Ri and Shishapangma in a 
four day round trip. Difficulties of about 5.7 
rock were met on the first day, but predomi
nantly this was a steep snow and ice route at 
about 50°. 

Two of the best exponents of lightweight/ 
alpine style climbing were killed shortly after 
the climb. Peter Boardman and Joe Tasker 
did not return from high up on the North East 
Ridge of Everest during a lightweight 
attempt. A few months later Alex MacIntyre 
was killed by a falling rock on the South Face 
of Annapurna. All his climbs had been 
accomplished in pure alpine style. In 1983 a 
fitting tribute to Alex's memory was paid by 
his two Polish companions, Kurtyka and 
Kukuczka, when the Alex MacIntyre Memo
rial Expedition of two climbed new routes up 
the South East Ridge of Gasherbrum II and 
traversed down the original route. After 
sitting out three weeks bad weather they 
climbed the South West Face of Gasherbrum 
I and descended the same way. This was an 
outstanding performance by these crack 
Polish climbers . 

Returning to the Karakoram - as an indica
tion of the modern trends, Stephan Warner's 
guided tour of eight Swiss climbers to the 
upper Baltoro region resulted in the ascents 
of three 8,000 metre summits during May, 
June and July. The first peak climbed was 
Gasherbrum II (8035) alpine stule from 5,900 
metres; the second, Gasherbrum I (Hidden 
Peak, 8068), in three days alpine via a variant 
on the North Buttress, and finally Broad Peak 
(8047) in two days via the original route. 
Marcel Reudi and Erhard Loretan of the 
C.A.S. climbed all three! Broad Peak was 
also climbed alpine style by Rouse, Baxter
Jones, Andy Parkin and Jean Afanassieff 
(Fr.) and a few days later by Scott and 
Stephen Sustad (USA). On nearby Chogolisa 
(7665) the German climbers Adi Fischer, 
Hubert Wendlinger and Georg Brosig 
ascended the North West Flank alpine style 
from 5,500 metres, thus making the third 
ascent of the mountain by a new route. 
Michael Afanassieff (Fr.) made the first as
cent of Angelus Peak (6885), appropriately 
with a Swiss priest, Claude Stuki, via the 
South West Ridge, all in a day. The Japanese 
made one of their rare contributions to 
alpine style climbing by making the second 
ascen~ of Masherbrum (7821) by the original 
American (1960) route but now in a six day 
push up the South Face. Mashiro Nomura 
and Takeyasu Minamiura reached the top on 
August 17. Amongst the Trango Tower 
group Patrick Cordier, Eric Decamp and 
Robert Wainer climbed fifty rope lengths 
(Grade V) to the "Chateau" (5200). On near
by Lobsang Spire (5707) Greg Child, Peter 
Thexton and Scott climbed the 2000 foot 
South Pillar big wall style with two hanging 
bivouacs and a third near the top to make the 
first ascent of the peak. Amongst the peaks 
of the Hunza, Diran (Minapin, 7273) was 
climbed alpine style by the Swiss. Batura 
(7785) was climbed lightweight by Edi Kobl
muller and a team of fellow Austrians by a 
new route to the left of the only other route 
on the mountain. He then climbed up the 
Kinshofer (Schell) route on the Rupal side of 
Nanga Parbat with Fred Pressl. Pressl stop
ped 500 feet from the top whilst Koblmuller 
went on to complete the climb - eight days 
alpine style. Two Spanish climbers, Jose 
Zuloag and Kive de Pablo also climbed this 
route in alpine style. Sia Chhish (7040) was 
climbed by the Italians via the West spur 
during a day and night to reduce the risk of 
avalanche. 

In the premonsoon season of 1983 Mess
ner, Dacher and Hans Kammerlander 
climbed a new route on the ice and snow of 
the South West Face and Ridge of Cho Oyu 
(8153). Messner achieved his tenth 8,000 
metre peak in fine style - three days from 
their advance base camp at 5,600 metres. 

The Canadians reaffirmed their commit-

ment to mountaineering "proper" with their 
fine ascent of the South West Buttress of 
Dhaulagiri VI (7268) in a six-day push from 
base camp at 4,100 metres. Dan Griffith, 
Peter Carter, Albi Sole and Robert Rohn 
reached the top of this snow and ice route 
with Mike Down stopped by injury a few 
hundred feet below. 

In the Garhwal on Kalanka (6931) a West 
German party successfully climbed two tech
nically difficult routes in alpine style. A much 
more demanding route was established on 
Bhagirathi Parbat I (6856) by the British 
climbers Charlie Heard, Martin Moran and 
John Mothersele. From 16th to 23rd August 
they climbed in alpine style the 7,000 foot 
West Ridge. The first half was solid white 
granite with Grade V and VI superb free 
climbing and a short aid section. The last 
3,000 feet took a steep snow arete to the 
summit. The route is comparable in charac
ter with the Peuterey lntegrale on Mont 
Blanc. Descent was made by the same route 

· during which Charlie Heard tragically fell to 
his death when an abseil point failed. 

Across the valley Chris Bonington and Jim 
Fotheringham in a five-day push climbed a 
new mixed route via the S.E. Ridge to the 
unclimbed West Summit (6501) of Shivling 
in September. A Polish-Norwegian team 
climbed the steep rocky 3500 foot N.E. 
Buttress of Thalay Sagar (6919) in alpine 
style from the col (5900m) between Thalay 
Sagar and Bhrigupanth. Despite wind, rain, 
snowfall and injury Janusz Skorek, (Polish), 
Hans Christian Doseth, Havard Nesheim and 
Frode Guldal (Norwegian) reached the top in 
7½ days and got down the same way in two 
more, making the second ascent of this great 
rock tooth . Other alpine ascents in the Gan
gotri included the second ascent of Kharcha
kund (6612) via the unclimbed N.E. Face by 
an Austrian team in two days and Satopanth 
(7075) the highest peak in the area was 
climbed by Polish, South Tyrolean and West 
Germans during the season via the original 
Swiss route (1947) and North East Ridge 
twice. 

Elsewhere in India Dick Renshaw and 
Stephen Venables made the first ascent of 
Kishtwar Shivling (c.6000m) via the North 
Face in 9 five day push. 

Alpine ascents in 1984 continue; although 
all the information has yet to surface many 
fine climbs have been made. This year the 
Canadians David Cheesmond, Kevin Doyle 
and Barry Blanchard climbed the Japanese 
route or:i the North Face of Rakaposhi 
(7800ml in six days. They benefitted from 
having acclimatised from a previous attempt 
and from supplies left on the route. 

The Norwegian Hans Christian Doseth (25) 
and Finn Doehli (29) climbed the huge S. 
East Face of Trango Tower (Peak). This 
ascent is possibly the most demanding big 
wall climb in the Himalayas. Tragically as the 
pair were abseiling down they met with an 
accident. Their battered bodies were disco
vered after a helicopter reconnaissance. 
Further details will no doubt appear in 
Mountain and elsewhere. 

This Autumn, Ganesh II (711 l) was 
climbed for the second time but via the huge 
South Face in nine days by British climbers 
Nick Kekus and Rick Allen. They met with 
Grade V difficulties on the rock and long 
sections of steep ice. It took them three days 
to descend. This was a just reward for the 
setbacks and tragedy that have dogged 
Kekus' previous bold expeditions to Kalanka, 
Shivling, and Annapurna Ill. 

In this review so far we have looked at 
climbing from a purely sporting perspective 
as outlined in Games Climbes Play by Lito 
Tejada-Flores. The main theme here has 
been the application of super alpine climbing 
in the Himalayas. In Part 2 of this review we 
shall go on to study aspects of winter 
climbing, solo climbing, traversing and the 
emergence of women climbers in Himalayan 
mountaineering. 

Opposite: Joe Tasker and Peter Boardman 
approaching the summit of Kangchenjunga, 
with the West Summit below, and the 
Everest group 75 miles distant. Photo Scott. 







In Mountain 67, we published The States of the Art, an article by Max Jones, reflecting what was happining at the top end of the free 
climbing revolution which was currently sweeping the United States. The style of climbing employed on these routes, which included 
Super Crack, Phoenix, Separate Reality and Babylon was considered controversial at the time - multi-day ascents, yo-yoing, rehearsed 
moves. 

Since publication of The State of the Art, and the British follow-up, UK-OK, the focus of extreme rock climbing has moved from 
America to the giant limestone gymnasia of Europe, and the tiny climbing crucibles of Britain; with the parameters of what is con
sidered "ethical" concerning styles of first ascents by necessity becoming broadened. Gone are the days of the on-sight lead; the very 
nature of the rock .- usually limestone - and the mind boggling severity of the climbing has led to extensive pre-preparation of the routes 
and pre-placement of protection becoming the norm. Only by continuous, intense and-specialised training of muscle and tendon can a 
climber hope to aspire to success on the harder routes of today; "neck" and natural technique are no longer sufficient. In fact it is true to 
say that compared to what until recently we called climbing, this is -

A DIFFERENT SPORT! 
Listed below are a selection of the hardest climbs in Britain to date - a Realm of the Art if you like. At a glance, it's Peak/Yorkshire/ 

Pen Trywn biased, and like it or not, leading exponents from the other main arenas of British climbing must accept-that yet again these 
crags have been the forcing ground for British rock climbing. 

If this list is contentious and controversi.al, so much the better, it was compiled with the collaboration of some of the leading ex
ponents of modern rock climbing - Martin Atkinson, Chris Gore and Andy Pollitt - a fact which itself will raise protest from some quar
ters. One thing is certain though, in five years' time these climbs will have become trade routes to the emerging Wunderkind! 

Route Name 

Peak District 

Revelations 

Verbal Abuse 

Prow 

Rooster Booster 

Orange Sunshine 

Eye of the Tiger 

Little Plum 

Vision 

Tequila Mockingbird 

Yorkshire 

Defcon 3 

Pierrepoint 

Main Overhang 

Super Directissima 

New Dawn 

Cave Route L.H. 

Death Wish 

North Wales 

Statement of Youth 

Dream Topping 

Masterclass 

Oyster 

Central Pillar 

Wings of Perception 

Electric Cool 
Aid Acid Test 

Teenage Kicks 

Ludwig 

Strawberries 

Grade 
GB.D.F.U.S.A. 

E7 6c 
10/8a+/5.13+ 

E7 6c 
10/8a/5.13+ 

E6 6b 
s+nc1s.13+ 

E6 6b 
9+nc/5.12d 

E6 6c 
snc1s.12d 

E6 6b 
snc1s.12c 

E6 6c 
snc1s.12c 

E6 6c 
snc1s.12c 

E6 6b 
9nc/5.12c 

E7 6c 
10-/8a/5.13 

E7 6c 
10-/8a/5.13 

E6 6c 
10-/8a/5.12d 

E6 6c 
9+nc+/5.12d 

E6 6c 
s+nc+/5.12d 

E6 6c 
9nc/5.12c 

E6 6b 
snc1s.12b 

E7 6b 
10-/8a/5.13 

E7 6c 
10-/8a/5.13 

E7 6c 
10-/8a/5.13 

E6 6c 
9+nc+/5.12d 

E6 6c 
9+nc/5.12b 

E5/6 6b/c 
snc1s.12c 

E5 6c 
snc1s.12c 

E6 6b 
snc1s.12c 

E6 6b 
9nc/5.12c 

E6 6b 
9nc/5.12b 

Crag 

Raven Tor 

Raven Tor 

Raven Tor 

Raven Tor 

Two Tier Buttress 
- Chee Dale 

Dovedale 

Stoney Middleton 

Water-Cum-Jolly 

Chee Tor 

Gordale 

Gordale 

Malham 

Malham 

Malham 

Gordale 

Blue Scar 

Pen Trwyn 

Tremadog 

Pen Trwyn 

Pen Trwyn 

Castell-y-Gwynt 

Pen Trwyn 

Pen Trwyn 

Castell-y-Gwynt 

Gogarth 

Tremadog 

1st Ascent 

Moffatt (84) 

Moffatt (84) 

Fawcett (82) 

Moffatt (82/84) 

Moffatt (84) 

Fawcett (82) 

Moffatt (82/84) 

Fawcett (82) 

Fawcett (82) 

Fawcett (84) 

Atkinson (84) 

Gawthorpe (84) 

Moon (84) 

Fawcett (84) 

Fawcett (82) 

Gomersall (83) 

Moon (84) 

Atkinson (84) 

Moffatt (83) 

Moffatt (83) 

Fawcett (83) 

Moffatt (83) 

Fawcett (83) 

Pollitt (84) 

Pollitt (84) 

Fawcett (80) 

Number of 
Ascents 

7 

10 

6 

4 

8 

5 

10+ 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

6 

12 

Comments 

Britain's hardest route. Crux 
sequence top roped prior to lead. 

Clean lead? 

Ascent spread over 3 days. 

Pitches climbed on separate days. 
First complete ascent Gore. 

Pitches climbed over separate years. 
First complete ascent Hamper. 

Holds improved prior to first ascent 

The first major pitch to use 
fixed protection. 

Pitches climbed on separate days. 
First complete ascent Fawcett. 

Several days spent on first ascent. 

Ascent completed over seven days. 

Crux sequence top roped prior to 
lead. First ascent over 8 days. 

Three day ascent. a major jump in 
standards. 

Aid reduced previously to 1 pt. 
Holds radically changed by 
unknown person. 

Nothing known about first ascent. 

3 day ascent. 

1 day ascent of probably N. Wales· 
most technical problem. 

Two day ascent. Scary lead. 

Crux previously climbed free by 
McGinley. Pitch not completed. 

3-day first ascent with runners 
left in place. 

Notes: In Derbyshire, Eyes of Fire. General Dismissal and Ninth Life are all routes of a similar standard. but have had insufficient attempts or ascents to allow a con
census grade to be given. The new generation of Gritstone routes have been omitted due to the totally different style of climbing. Whereas the limestone routes are 
usually very well protected, the gritstone counterparts are not, and this fact colours any attempt at comparison of grades. 
North Wales also has its fair share of dark horses, e.g. Strike Direct (E5 7a Redhead), Teenage Menopause (E6/7 6b, Dixon). The Clown (E6/7 6b) and Margins of the 
Mind (E7 6b/c) both by John Redhead. There are also several other routes in Wales that cannot be included in such a list due to the specialised type of climbing in
volved (unprotected and style. e.g. inspected prior to the ascent. Subsequent ascensionists who try these particular routes on site will have a much harder (scarier) 
time than on some of the routes listed above. Masters Wall and The Bells The Bells are within this category. 
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Page 36: Martin Atkinson on the crux of Dream Topping (E7 6c), 
Tremadog, the 'true line' of the 1980 test piece Strawberries. 
From where the original route escapes left (crux), this climb re
joins the disjointed crackline above, via a dynamic series of slaps 
(crux). The crack then continues for ten feet without relenting. 
Photo: Glen Robbins. 
Page 38: Chris Gore on the crux of Orange Sunshine (E6 6c) Two 
Tier Buttress, Cheeda/e. Typical of recently freed aid pitches with 
in situ protection. Photo: Al Phizack/ea . 
Page 39: Jerry Moffatt on The Crack at Froggatt. This recently 
rediscovered line on a boulder below the main edge, has repelled 
all attempts so far, even using a top-rope. Photo: Neil Foster. 
Above: Jonny Dawes on his own route Braille Trail (E6 6c) at 
Burbage South . One of a new breed of gritstone climbs; bold 
delicate climbing on the smallest of holds (usually pebbles or 
ripples in the grit) . Protection comprises two hand placed knife 
blades in shallow pockets , and although marginal, held several 
falls from the crux (illustrated). Photo: Foster. 
Right: Craig Smith attempting Eye of the Tiger (E6 6b) Doveda/e. 
Sustained and technical, with protection awkward to place, this 
former aid route, freed in 1982 is one of the most striking lines on 
limestone. Photo: Foster. 
Opposite: Ben Moon on the unlikely Scritto's Republic (E5 6c), 
one of the first modern desperates on grit . A technical layback 
sequence at fifteen feet , protected by old bolts leads to a series of 
flared peg scars and a still difficult finish . Photo: Robbins. 
Overleaf Left: Chris Gore on The 'Vision (E6 6c), another top 
Fawcett route from '82, which involves a series of powerful pulls 
on finger pockets up a bulging wall. Photo: Phizack/ea . 
Overleaf Right: Ben Moon on Main Overhang (E6 6c - first pitch 
only) at Ma/ham Cove. The free version of this traditional 
Yorkshire bolt ladder, points to the future of climbing on these 
apparently blank limestone walls. Sustained, strenuous and 
technical climbing with in situ protection . Photo: Foster. 
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GEAR 
Edited by Dave Durkan 

1984 Gear Roundup 
The recent trade show at Munich featured 

a number of new products: big mountain 
tents from Phoenix Mountaineering and 
Wild Country and lightweights from Saun
ders; rucksacks from the Big Three, plus new 
sacks from Base Camp and Bach, light down 
bags from Field and Trek, plus their handy 
rucksack liners for those non-waterproof 
rucksacks we buy. Featherlight carabiners 
from Moorehouse arrived in the post, as did 
some harnesses from America. Goretex is 
being challenged by the critics in America, 
and all sorts of waterproof and breathable 
materials are rising in the storm. 

As 1984 comes to an end we look back and 
see a year of positive developments in the 
equipment world. Equipment failures we 
dug out of the closet are now talked about, 
and acted upon. Gear failure is not a dis
grace, but failing to act upon it is. The trade 
has shown a healthy response. The new 
DINs (German Industrial Standards) have 
been met by most manufacturers, and pro
vide a minimum standard that has to be met 
for all safety equipment. 

Before highlighting some of the new pro
ducts at the recent show, we'd like to thank 
the readers who have corresponded with 
Gear during the last two years. Also to the 
manufacturers who have acted upon the 
comments raised by our readership. 

Gear started out as a Forum, and has been 
working behind the scenes w ith the aim to 
improve communications between manufac
turers, distributors, shops and the end user. 
To continue, w e require you r com ments, 
good and bad, and information on equip
ment, be it old and tested, o r new. 

What to Buy for Christmas 
Three years ago I remember saying to the 

Edelrid man, that one couldn't get too ex
cited about someone falling off and breaking 
an arm or two, or a leg or a few ribs, as they 
normally fix, and he's soon back on rock 
again. But fall off and split your head, then 
not only is there a lot of pain and sorrow all 
around, but Mountain Magazine loses a 
reader. With most climbing helmets being 
more suitable for motorbikes, and also with 
the trend towards lightweight rock climbir_,g 
and mountaineering, then it's hardly surpris
ing that helmets are not being used to the 
degree they should . 

Well , Edelrid took it up, obviously studied 
the original Galibier for shape, but used 
superior material, and a much better skull 
and chin harness, with three models, Ultra
light at 350 grms, Durace at 465 g and a 
smooth silver grey one called Full-Carbon at 
460 g. All three met the DIN and UIAA 
specifications. 

Edel rid were not the first on the scene, but 
the first to send in a photo. Snowdon 
Mouldings have produced a lightweight ver
sion of the Joe Brown Lightweight, and 
simply call ed it the SM Lightweight at 
approx. 550 g. Another one from the Galibier 
mould, w eigh ing approx. 600 g, but again 
w ith better material and harness, is from 
Phoen ix Mounta ineering , the " funct ion w ith 
flair guys". This has been available fo r a few 
years, but has not been heavily marketed. It 
too meets DIN specifications and passes the 
UIAA test. So with all these lightweights 
about there is really little excuse for not 
wearing a bong-dong. 

Everyone is into expanding protecti_on 
these days, with Spanish and Korean copies 
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of tried and trusted Friends. We gave a bad 
review to Buddies, heard no more from 
them, and could not find much use for 
Amigos (unless you are leading Masters 
Edge). However, Edelrid have now come out 
with another expanding device that could be 
a contender, the Bivo. Its main claim to fame 
is that it cannot be over or under-cammed, 
and as it is not as wide as a Friend, it goes in 
better into small holes. Also rated good in 
flared cracks. This is of course exhibition 
talk, and we hope to test and make a 
comparison report. Cassin have also pro
duced a new eye-catching expanding and 
rotating protection piece, that resembles a 
medieval torture device. This too w e w ill 
test. 

Camp have added four more sizes to their 
Tri-Cam range, and also a spring system to 
four sizes 1, 2, 3 and 4. This is to enhance 
quick placement. 

Plastic boots have caused a number of 
problems; firstly very few gaiters really 

cover them, and many standard crampons 
"creep off", especially when using French 
Technique. Crampons were designed for 
traditional boot designs and materials, 
which are reasonably tolerant, i.e. you tight
ened the straps a bit more. With plastic a 
more exact fit was required . Lowe Footfangs 
were ideally suited, and the Stubai Tirol 
model , with "pre-determined angled side 
arms" coupled to a ski-binding heel attach
ment proved to be the first crampon de
signed with plastic in mind. 

Salewa have now taken crampon design a 
step further with the new Messner crampon. 
Having a ski-binding heel it allows for ten
sion to be exerted on the hinge coupling in 
the cent re. It " fi t s" the boot by drawing t he 
crampon to follow the shape of the boot. 
Additionally, it incorporates a w ire bale at 
the toe . Messner did the Gasherbrum 
Traverse using the prototypes earlier this 
year, 23rd to 30th June, and returned " satis
fied " with them . 



Camp have also introduced two new cram
pons, reflecting important developments in 
crampon design. The Heel Crampons are a 
patented design for walkers. They have steel 
teeth and plastic heel supports which are 
fully adjustable for width . The full crampon 
is the new K2 Fast. This is a "strapless" 
crampon based on the well -established K2 
crampon which is a one fully-~dj'-!stable size, 
12 pointer. The new fast binding system 
consists of a front bail and a rear lever linked 
to a steel cable of adjustable length. As yet 
we have not tested these. 

On the problem of placing ice screws in 
thin ice, two manufacturers have come up 
with some ideas. Stubai have the Eisteufel , 
where the eye can be screwed down the ice 
screw to where it touches the ice. They also 
have a device for " screwing " ice out of the 
ice screw by attaching it to the teeth and 
screwing an arm up into the hollow ice screw. 

Camp have an easier and cheaper alterna
tive, and that is an angled plate to fix onto 

Opposite Top: Edelrid's answer to Friends, the Bivo. 
Bottom: The new spring-loaded Tri-Cams. 

This Page Top Left : Camp heel crampons, and K2 Fast. 
Bottom Left: The new Messner crampon from Salewa. 

Top Right : Stubai ajustable Eisteufel with ice removing device. 
Bottom Right: Camp's angled hanger for the Warthog. 

the Warthog as you bang it in . I'd still carry 
some hero loops. 

Troll have produced two new harnesses, 
the Rockstar and the Alpin iste. The Rockstar 
is based on the Freestyle waist section, but 
incorporating non-kink gear tubes inside 
tubular tape, giving a workable diameter that 
should be snag free. This looks interesting, 
for those of us who never liked their small 
plastic racks. The leg-loops come in five 
sizes, to guarantee an accurate fit (and 
headaches for the shops). They are designed 
to sit neatly around the thighs, rather than 
angle up from them. 

The Alpiniste is basically a newly designed 
adjustable leg loop that can be used on the 
MK6, Freestyle or Rockstar waist section . It 
uses 75 mm tape, where Rockstar uses 50 
mm, so should be considerably more com
fortable, and incorporates lightweight and 
compact alloy buckles. It will come in three 
sizes although medium should fit most peo
ple. We have only seen the early models, but 

expect them to be available in early '85. 

Also from Troll we have Italian Fashion, 
made in Oldham, a new range of climbing 
trousers that will no doubt be seen gracing 
the crags and magazines in the months to 
come. Developed in conjunction with Ron 
Fawcett, they are roomy, comfortable, col
ourful (7 colours, that can be mixed, i.e. 
yellow legs/red pockets - combinations li
mited only by your imagination) and above 
all , light and durable. Good value for climber 
and break-dancer alike. 

Pumori, by Helsport A/S, of Norway, is a 
2.9 kilo 2 man tent, with a floor space of 110 x 
200 cm and 105 cm in height. Incorporating 
two back vertical poles, and two glas~ fibre 
poles in a half bow, it appears ideal for high 
mountain bivis, where space is limited, but 
where a Porta Ledge is not necessary. The 
material used is nylon, but we are requesting 
the manufacturer to make up a Goretex 
version and we will report fully. 
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PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

One Hundred Issues. Fifteen 
years. 

The thing that strikes you first 
when you flip over pages from 
those earliest editions of 
Mountain is just how many 
people featured back in 1969 are 
still appearing in our columns 
today. It says a lot, I suppose for 
the sheer durability of the 
Bonington-Scott-Jones 
generation. 
A Special Birthday Number 
always provides an excuse, 
should one be needed, for 
looking back and taking stock. 
People, therefore, this month 
frivolously indulges itself by 
randomly picking on some of 
those names who have made 
news over the years. 
Mountainpeople, where are you 
now? 

Elevated 

Now 65, Sir Edmund Hillary has 
no thoughts of retiring. Rather, 
he is embarking on a new career. 
It was recently announced in New 
Delhi that the veteran Everester 
has been appointed New 
Zealand's Envoy to India. He will 
also be accredited to Nepal , 
Bhutan and Bangladesh. As High 
Commissioner, he has the task of 
re-opening a diplomatic mission 
closed as a cost-cutting exercise 
two years ago by a Conservative 
government. 
Sir Ed is one of the best-known 
and widely-respected New 
Zealanders on the sub-continent, 
having made regular visits 
climbing, jet-boating and on 
humanitarian missions. His will 
be a special brand of diplomacy, 
for he has never been known to 
bite back the incautious or 
impolitic criticism. Last year he 
publicly crossed swords with PM 
Muldoon over the latter's 
unilateral decision to airlift a 
team of disabled climbers off 
Mount Cook. 

Upstaged 
The first televised ascent of the 
Old Man of Hoy in July 1967 
came too early for Mountain. 
Then Joe Brown was one of the 
'stars' in a party of 15 tackling the 
teetering sea-stack. He was 35, 
and described as 'already the 
doyen of British climbers .... 
considered by many to be the 
finest rock climber in the world'. 
Live climbing outside broadcasts 
were still something of a rarity 
and one reviewer, admitting that 
it took all his courage just to 
watch, said: 'There was even one 
chap smoking a cigarette! 
Someone should tell him that 
smoking has been proved 
dangerous.' 
More TV-spectaculars followed : 
Anglesey ('Most pleasure came 
from watching Joe Brown, a 
Houdini in spider form', '40 years 
old, and still the greatest!'); 

46 

Aonach Dubh ('Joe Brown, 
looking more like Harry-O every 
day, old-timer to this sort of tele
fun-'n-games, chatted relaxedly 
to camera while Jacky squeaked 
urgently for more rope below'). 
The Jacky was Jacky Anthoine; it 
had become clear that to team 
the old master with a damsel
near-distress was the formula for 
success. He had a string of 
leading ladies and this year it was 
the turn of his daughter Zoe to tie 
onto the other end of his rope. A 
bubbly redhead, Zoe had been 
picking up a few wrinkles from 
her famous Dad over the years, 
and come the day, she stole the 
limelight. The Beeb know a good 
thing when they see one. Zoe 
now appears on Breakfast 
Television . 

Meteor 
'The first real cl imbing (at Avon) 
was F.G. Balcombe's ascent of 
Piton Route' (Mountain 20). 
Engineer's Slabs on Gable and 
Buttonholes, Kern Knotts, were 
his also. 'A meteor of the thirties', 
he has bbeen described. Where 
did the meteor go? Underground 
is the answer. Seduced by the 
lure of the caves and exercised by 
the problem of water-barriers 
within them, he and his good 
friend Jack Sheppard invented 
cave-diving. This was in the mid
thirties and they did it in home
made diving suits with hosepipe 
air tubes. Horrific. They founded 
the Cave Diving Group and began 
exploration of Swildon's and 
Wookey Hole cave systems. Now 
in his mid-seventies, Balcom be 
talked about those pioneering 
days in a recent Channel 4 cave
diving film (shot by Leo 
Dickinson and Peter 
Macpherson). 

For Whom the Helicopter Turns 
Two years ago Anne Sauvy (who 
in Mountain 58called for more 
recognition for women climbers 
and fantasised over crampons
bleus awards for merit) published 
a volume of short stores, all on a 
mountain theme. The book Les 
flammes de pierre received rave 
reviews in her native France and 
has since been translated into 
German (though sadly not yet 
into English). It takes little 
knowledge of French to get the 
reviewers' drift 'Anne Sauvy est 
une formidable raconteuse ... ces 
histoires fertiles ... 'The range of 
her stories is formidably fertile, 
certainly. They come straight, 
fantastic, satirical, emoti-onal, 
supernatural and even science 
fictional. And they have humour 
and wit. Anne is married to 
Oxford academic John 
Wilkinson, to whom the book is 
dedicated; one spots his 
influence in such dry wordplay as 
'Ne cherche jamais a savoir pour 
qui tourne l'helicoptere. II tourne 
pourtoi.' 

Elaine Brook 

She is now working on a second 
collection of stories for probable 
publication next year. Let us hope 
it is not too long before some at 
least appear in English. 

Stepping Out 

Elaine Brooke has featured 
regularly in the news pages ofthe 
magazine over the years for 
climbs on Lundy, in Yosemite, 
first ascent of Nevada 
Millachuma in Bolivia with Judy 
Sterner, and in 1982 when she 
went to Shishapangma with 
Doug Scott's expedition, then 
made her own way back to Lhasa, 
staying with Tibetan families. 
Since then she has traversed the 
Himalayas and been to Ladakh. 
She can speak and read Tibetan 
and Nepali fluently and has 
studied the history and culture of 
the Himalayan peoples. 
This November Elaine will be 
trekking from Paphlu to Everest 
with a London girl, Julie 
Donnelly. Julie is a switchboard 
operator with a City bank; she 
also happens to be blind, but has 

never believed in letting her 
blindness prevent her from 
leading-an independent life. She 
enjoys rock-climbing and both 
she and her guide-dog Bruno are 
enthusiastic fell -walkers. Sadly, 
though, this Everest trek is one 
adventure Bruno will have to sit 
out. 

Acorn Planter 

No review of a hundred issues of 
Mountain would be complete 
without mention ofthe man who 
planted the seed from which it 
has grown and flourished. Ken 
Wilson produced the first 59 
issues (60 if you count the last 
issue of Mountain Craft, the 
Patagonia Issue, which preceded 
it). An architectural 
photographer, the qualities Ken 
bestowed on the infant magazine 
were a nose for news, an eye for 
pictures, a ready lip and an 
encyclopaedic memory. He had 
an instinct for truth which was 
rarely, if ever, fooled and with 
radar accuracy could home in 
unerringly on the central threads 



Left: Anne Sauvy atop the Breithorn. Photo Jacuqes Trollus. Right: Diemberger- Broad Peak twice. Photo Terry Tullis. 

of a story. He appreciated the part 
personalities play in events and 
he could present all this on a 
page, clearly, concisely, pithily 
(to use one of his favourite 
words) and well laid-out. These 
are all essential requisites for a 
lively magazine but rarely found 
so economically in one 
individual. If the role he assumed 
of universal watchdog, guardian 
of the corporate conscience, 
brought him frequently into 
heated 'who-the-hell-does-he
think-he-is disputes', it also 
ensured that the evolving moral 
dilemmas (which are bound to 
confront any evolving activity) 
were faced squarely and 
discussed openly. 
He set a standard for 
mountaineering magazines, the 
influence of which is still being 
felt. 

Habeler after Messner 
Taking part in this year's Swiss 
K2 Expedition marked the end of 
a 6-year Himalayan lay-off for 
Peter Habeler. Not an auspicious 
year for a come-back; poor 
conditions meant little was 
achieved anywhere, and Habeler 
was unfortunate enough to 
sustain a head wound in a fall 
early on. Stitched up, he-returned 
to the struggle, pushing up the 
route with Stefan Schaffter. To 
no avail; K2 was in no mood to be 
climbed. 
Since his Everest ascent with 
Messner in 1978 and the end of 
that inspired partnership, Habeler 

has sought or received less 
publicity than his erstwhile 
colleague. What has he been 
doing? Writing books, for one 
thing (his autobiography Auf den 
Bergen der Welt Zuhause was 
published two years ago), and 
climbing of course. In 1980 he 
was nearing the summit of 
McKinley ahead of his two 
companions when he spotted a 
figure squatting in the snow, 
smiling, as he thought, a 
greeting. It was only when he got 
closer that he realised to his 
horror that the smile was frozen 
to the man's face. Dead? No. 
Alive ... just, paralysed with cold 
and apathy. Habeler had little 
success in rousing him. Where 
were his companions? Looking 
round Habeler found two bodies 
in the snow. Too late for them. 
Both dead. Then he found 
another man. He too was alive. 
Peter decided he must speed 
down the West Buttress and raise 
the alarm while his two friends, 
who had by now joined him, 
should attempt to drag the fast
dying men down to the Denali 
Pass. It worked. The two - Czech 
climbers - survived. Next day 
Habeler had another go at the 
summit, only to be turned back 
by bad weather at much the same 
spot. The day after that, third 
time lucky, he made it to the top 
alone. 

Speaking Out 
There was hardly a Mountain 
between issues 12 and 50 that 

didn't carry mention of Rob 
Collister. Mountain 27 spotted 
two of his articles: The History 
and Development of Alpine Ice 
Climbing (a comprehensive, 
thoughtful, well-illustrated major 
feature) and Gletscherhorn (his 
experiences on the first British 
ascent of the Welzenbach Route 
with Rob Ferguson). More 
recently, he was one of the four 
Brits to climb the East Ridge of 
Deborah. John Barry described 
him then as 'a man of culture, of 
peace, a renaissance man, all the 
good bits from Chariots of Fire, 
arrow alpinist and as fit as a 
butcher's dog'. 
In an article in this year's Alpine 
Journal, Collister shows that, 
man of peace or not, he's not 
afraid to come out fighting. For 
the several years that he has 
worked as an outdoor pursuits 
instructor in Wales his 
conscience has been getting 
increasingly uneasy. He now 
queries the validity of plunging 
city youngsters into mountains 
when the requisite thrills and 
action can - initially at any rate -
be provided in a city 
anvironment. Particularly, he 
criticises the proliferation of YOP 
courses in the mountains, which 
have undoubtedly guaranteed 
survival for hard-pressed 
mountain centres, but which he 
feels are only grudgingly 
attended by many youngsters. A 
taste for natural beauty and 
wildness, Collister claims, is an 
educated response: 'The silence, 

the space, the solitude so valued 
by many adult mountaineers, 
may be actually threatening to a 
youngster impelled into it from 
the heart of the city. He reacts by 
yelling raucously into an empty 
cwm .... ' The impact on the 
environment is far greater than 
the impact of the environment on 
the youngsters. Litter and 
resentment are the most obvious 
results of the encounter. A visit to 
the hills, Collister believes, 
should more properly be the 
culmination of a training course 
elsewhere. 'My concern is for the 
inner city as much as for the 
mountain. What we are doing at 
the moment is of negligtble 
benefit to the one and disastrous 
to the other'. 

Iron Mariner 

After a series of fine British firsts 
in the late-sixties, mainly with 
Tony Willmott (Pink Void at 
Baggy; Exploding Galaxy, Avon; 
Velvet Underground, St. Bees) 
and more routes abroad 
(Romsdal, Dolomites, 
Kaisergebir~e), a chance hitched 
lift ended Mike Spring's climbing 
career. On his way to North 
Wales one weekend the car he 
was riding in aquaplaned and 
crashed, leaving him paralysed 
from the waist down. In the 15 
years since then, and despite 
constant pain, Mike has held 
down his job as computer 
programmer with 3-M and taught 
himself to sail. His first boat (or 
rather, boat kit) was a knock-
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People ... 

down catamaran which he took 
to a Welsh beach and assembled 
below the high water line. Then 
he climbed aboard and waited for 
the tide to come in and lift him 
off. He returned with the tide 12 
hours later. 
In 1979 he bought a 17 ft yacht 
and circumnavigated Britain. Last 
year he sailed alone across the 
Atlantic to the Azores and back, a 
sponsored voyage that earned 
£35,000 for charity. On his return 
he received a Sportstar of the 
Year Award and was dubbed by 
the press, the Iron Mariner. As a 
birthday tribute in February of 
this year he was the subject of a 
This is Your Life programme. 
Climbing friends Audrey Ellison, 
Ben and Marion Winteringham, 
Alan Baker, Dave Ellison, Alan 
Williams, Eric Jones and Gavin 
Campbell were all on hand to pay 
tribute to his fortitude. 

Balloon Man 
Chris Dewhirst used to feature in 
the Info pages of our early issues 
whenever Australian climbing 
was mentioned, as one of the 
climbers spearheading the 
'renewed purist drive' (Mountain 
41). New routes in Mount Buffalo 
Gorge (see his article 
Ozymandias, Mountain 13), on 
Tasmania's Mount Rosca and in 
the Arapiles were among his 
contributions. During the late 
sixties and early seventies he was 
responsible for more than 200 
first ascents in Australia, New 
Zealand and elsewhere. In 1978 
he became Director of the 
Adventure Travel Centre in 
Sydney, a company specialising 
in Himalayan trekking and hot-air 
ballooning. 
Since then he has led many 
trekking expeditions and set up 
Australia's first commercial hot
air balloon company. He has 
taken balloons and hang-gliders 
to the Himalayas, and is currently 
Expedition Leader for the 
forthcoming Everest Balloon 
Expedition. Early next year two 
giant hot-air balloons hope to 
take off from near Everest and 
waft to somewhere near 
Darjeeling. There will be three 
people in each balloon. Chris will 
be one of the pilots and with him 
in the basket will be Leo 
Dickinson to film the flight. 

Tiger Shoot 
Filming has begun in the Lake 
District on Fell Tiger, a major new 
6-hour drama series for BBC
Scotland. 'It is a story about a 
climber, rather than about 
climbing' says its author, Chris 
Green. One of the world's top 
climbers in fact, who loses 
everything after a bad accident in 
the first episode and has to learn 
to survive in an alien world . Chris 
Green has himself been climbing 
for 20 years ( 15 more than he's 
been writing) and is personally 
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supervising the climbing 
sequences. He had hoped that 
the title role would go to Martin 
Shaw of The Professionals, who 
is known to enjoy climbing, but 
because of delays in shooting 
The Last Place on Earth (the 
Scott-Amundsen story, in which 
Shaw plays Scott), the part went 
instead to David Hayman. Green 
is obviously now delighted with 
the choice 'David is a natural. We 
had him on a VS after only two 
days, and he is superfit'. Terry 
King will double for him in the 
serious climbing sequences. 

Climbalong with Messner 
We have had climbing walls 
which render mere mountains 
superflous for acquiring rock 
skills, now, apparently, it is 
possible to learn climbing in 
comfort, at home in front of your 
own television set! 'Build up to 
becoming an all-round 
mountaineer in 100 gripping 
video minutes', invites a 
colourful sales leaflet. 
In two cassettes Reinhold 
Messner gives step-by-step basic 
instruction for beginners on easy 
rock and ice (Part I) and 
techniques for the more 
advanced tackling difficult rock 
and ice (Part II). The video-tapes 
are so far only available in 
German (for VHS, Betamax or 
Video 2000 systems) at DM98 
each cassette. They are being 
distributed by Messner's Munich 
publishers BLV who have also 
brought out the 'Book of the Film' 
Bergsteiger Werden mit Reinhold 
Messner (Become a Climber with 
Reinhold Messner). 

The Next Step 
The major way forward for 
Himalayan climbing lies in The 
Traverse. Looking into his 
tealeaves at this year's Alpine 
Club Symposium on Lightweight 
Expeditions to the Great Ranges, 
Doug Scott predicted : 'Future 
traverses will not necessarily take 
the most convenient way down 
from the high point but instead 
take in subsidiary peaks and 
greater technical difficulty on the 
way down as well as on the way 
up' . It will mean that the time 
spent in the death zone wi 11 be 
greater, as will be the exposure to 
wind, cold and dangerous snow 
formations, 'All the team have to 
maintain theirfitness. No-one 
falling ill can be left to be 
escorted down on the return. 
Greater reserves of stamina, 
powers of concentration and the 
ability to face greater 
uncertainties are all important. 
Members of the team in their 
isolation will have to assume 
greater responsibility and care 
for themselves and each other.' 
But on the plus side there will be 
'none of the claustrophobia and 
yearning to be up a steep face 
just to see something else. To be 
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People ... 

on a ridge is like being on a 
summit all day.' 
Lightweight Expeditions to the 
Great Ranges. Proceedings of a 
Symposium for Mountaineers 
and Expedition Organisers, is 
now available at £4.95 from the 
Alpine Club. In addition to Doug 
Scott's Where is Himalayan 
Climbing Going? it includes 
valuable expedition advice from : 
John Cleare, Ron Rutland, Paul 
Nunn, Ors. Barney Rosedale and 
Charlie Clarke, Michael Ward, 
Brian Hall, Don Whillans, Al 
Rouse and Lord Hunt. 

Tyrolean Traverse 
The eight days he spent last June 
with his compatriot Hans 
Kammerlander traversing 
Gasherbrums I and II without 
high camps, preparation or 
porters (Mountain 99) were 
considered by Reinhold Messner 
to have constituted the hardest of 
all his adventures. He feels now 
that a traverse of Lhotse and 
Mount Everest 'by fair means' 
should also-be possible. 
Kammerlander, like Messner, 

comes from South Tyrol. He is an 
instn~ctor at Messner's climbing 
school and described by him as 
'one of the most explosive classic 
climbers of the younger 
generation'. He has made first 
ascents in the Dolomites and 
Grade-8 climbs in Verdon ; in 
1983 he climbed Cho Oyu with 
Messner in what at the time was 
the fastest-ever ascent of an 
eight-thousander. The pair intend 
next to attempt the unclimbed 
West Face of Arna Dablam .. 

South Tyrol: Lebanon Fears 
Reinhold Messner was recently 
among a delegation of six South 
Tyroleans to visit Rome and 
petition Italian president Sandro 
Pertini about worsening 
community relations in the Alto 
Adige (South Tyrol). 'We do not 
want to become a small 
Lebanon', they said. After the first 
world war this alpine region 
which till then was part of 
Austria, was handed over to Italy. 
65 years later two-thirds of the 
population still speak German. 
Three years ago a law was 

passed compelling inhabitants to 
opt for belonging to just one of 
the three ethnic communities 
(besides German and Italian, in 
two valleys Ladino is spoken). All 
members of the delegation had 
refused to define their linguistic 
group in the census of that year 
and as a result had lost some of 
their civil rights. They warned 
President Pertini that the rigid 
separation of ethnic groups was 
likely to lead to racism and 
violence. 

Boardman/Tasker Award 
Two books this year share the 
Boardman Tasker Prize for 
Mountain Literature. They are 
The Shishapangma Expedition 
by Doug Scott and Alex 
MacIntyre and Living High by 
Linda Gill. There was an 
encouraging entry of 14 books 
and standard generally was high. 
Both winners receive cheques for 
£1000. 
The Shishapangma book will 
inevitably be seen as an epitaph 
to Alex MacIntyre. In several 
articles over the years he had 

demonstrated the pricincples 
behind his climbing and his 
natural fluency with words, but 
this was his first venture into 
book-writing allowing him to 
expand on what it all meant to 
him. 'To climb the South Wall of 
Shishapangma became an 
ambition, but not just to climb it, 
we had to make the ascent with 
style, as light, as fast, as 
uncluttered as we dared, free 
from umbilical cords and 
logistics, with none of the 
trappings of a Himalayan climb. 
The wall was the ambition, the 
style became an obsession'. 
Alex was killed soon after 
completing his section of the 
narrative; the book includes 
tributes to him, his humour, his 
talent and vitality. 
Linda Gill is the wife of New 
Zealand climber/film-maker Dr. 
Mike Gill : She and her family 
were invited to join the walk-in to 
Everest with Ed Hillary. Living 
High is an engaging account of 
her experiences, particularly as 
seen through the eyes of her 
children. 
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BOOKS: Perrin on Ascent 
A.J. and A.A.J. Compared 

Ascent Vol IV 1984 
Sierra Club Books/Diadem Books 
£16.95 
Doug Scott climbs because he's 
grumpy when he doesn't and his 
wife can't stand him in that 
condition. I didn't learn that from 
Doug, but from Paul Willis, who 
found it out at 14,000ft in an igloo 
on Mount Denali, as you're 
supposed to call Alaska's Mount 
McKinley these days. You can 
discover it for yourself as one of 
the throwaway gems in this 
year's edition ofthat grand old 
American institution - available 
now for the first time in hardback, 
and in Britain chiefly as a mail 
order slot - Ascent. 

Never have had them before, but 
this time a few vague, hovering 
doubts present themselves. Not 
about the quality of the material, 
which is numinous as ever, but 
about something else. There's a 
piece near the centre of this 
collection which helps me get 
near. "Twelve Scenes from the 
Life of Crow" it's called, by 
Charles Hood, who (snotty little 
upstart though be may be) is a 
subtle, acute writer with a real 
sense of the comic-bizarre. His 
piece is a version, even a parody, 
from Ted Hughes. And it set me 
off wondering whether Ascent 
isn't itself coming dangerously 
close to self-parody here and 
there. All this impeccably tasteful 
writing and photography, but 
where's the sweat in the palm of 
my hand? In the effort to produce 
literature, are they moving away 
from the experience? I await the 
article about how difficult it is to 
write an article about an 
expedition or climb ... 
(Excuse me - I've farted in church). 

Let me say, to redress the wrong, 
that I would buy this book, short 
and expensive though it might 
be; that I will read and weigh 
every golden word; that Jeff. 
Long is himself an Angel of Light; 
that I relish every polished chunk 
of contention that cantankerous 
sod Dave Roberts ever writes and 
that the cartoons in his piece here 
(drawn by J L Benoit) are as 
cruelly direct and insightful -
Messner piggy-eyed, the 
prognathous Harlin - as the best 
of Rowlandson or Scarfe; that Ed 
Webster has made me desire to 
climb in the Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison River; that I know 
exactly what Joe Kelsey has 
striven to convey; that Rick 
Slone's Mrs. Robertson is a gift ; 
that Tom Higgins is a lovely boy 
and I wish to know more of what 
he can write; that some of the 
pictures are magical (and some, 
like some of the articles, are 
mannered) ; that Steck and Roper 
have been the best editors 
around for - oh, decades now. But 
at the end of it all, rm left looking 
across at my sport, over there, 
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overthe 'schrund and round the 
cirque, across on the cliff on the 
other side of the valley. Perhaps I 
don't mind? Perhaps roles should 
be left ill-defined? But this 
collection still leaves me 
perplexed, and with a feeling that 
a touch of rock, ("One impulse 
from a vernal wood") will tell me 
more than all these sages can . 

Jim Perrin 

The Alpine Journal 
Edited by John Fairley 
American Alpine Journal 1984 
Edited by H. Adams Carter 
Historically both of these 
Journals have achieved a high 
degree of international appeal, 
but this year perhaps of greatest 
interest is the impression of the 
contrasting states of t~e art of 
mountaineering in their 
respective home countries 
revealed through their pages. 

The Alpine J~ur(!al lea~s off with 
a scathing editorial which 
condemns everyone who has 
climbed in the Himalaya for a 
callous attitude to local cultures. 
The rest of the Journal is packed 
with the usual, albeit informative, 
articles, many foreign in source, 
and also news, reviews and the 
inevitable obituaries. All are 
rather spoilt by the number of. 
poorly printed and unsharp . 
photographs. In terms of variety, 
however, the Alpine Journal has 
it over the Americans with 
articles ranging from "North 
Andean Butterflies" to "Sherpas 
and Sickness". The article on 
"Oropolitics" has grave . 
implications for anyone planning 
to climb in the Eastern 
Karakorum and explains the 
recent fighting there. The A!pine 
Journal is a bit short on maJor 
climbing articles from British 
climbers. Like the rest of my 
middle aged generation who still 
attempt to climb big mountains, I 
can only ask again when the 
talent evident on the crags of 
Britain are going to pick up the 
gauntlet. 

The American Alpine Journal by 
comparison is bold and beautiful. 
It carries lead articles on the 
latest American successes such 
as the Kangshung Face of 
Everest. Its coverage of the rest of 
the world is excellent. This year's 
photographs are perhaps the 
best ever. Dave Brearshears 
cover photograph is stunning, 
and it is also good to see th~t t~e 
venerable editor Ad Carter Is still 
behind the camera as well as on 
top of everythinQ tha_t is going on 
in the world of climbing . 

Not too many years ago, the 
Americans seemed isolated from 
the mainstream of world 
mountaineering. Their successes 
of recent years have shown that 
once motivated, the Americans 

are as good at climbing as the','. 
like to think they are at everything 
else. The young hard men from 
the Valley, the Cascades and 
Cathedral Ledge have moved on 
to much bigger and more 
exciting things than their 
counterparts in the UK. Their 
photographic record speaks for 
itself. 
It is time to return again to John 
Fairley's portentious editorial in 
the Alpine Journal. Its 
implications are not very happy 
for a number of reasons. Like 
empire in decline, British 
mountaineering has become an 
object of criticism often by those 
who actively participate and are 
responsible for the sport. 
Fairley's editorial is partly 
symptomatic of the current state 
of British climbing, but it goes 
well beyond that. He rightly 
accuses climbers and trekkers of 
unimagined damage to native 
culture and economics. I doubt, 
however, if they are quite as 
insensitive as he believes. The 
point is that the impact is 
damaging on local lives and 
lands regardless of the personal 
attitude of the climber, be it 
innocent, sensitive or totally 
uncaring. Regardless of how 
much rubbish we carry out from 
our high camps or how much we 
attempt to communicate and 
understand local customs, we 
cannot make up for or reverse the 
damage our very presence has 
made, so precarious is the 
ecology in high mountains and 
so impressionable are the minds 
of the young untainted by our 
materialism. But for any of us to 
go to the mountains with a guilty 
conscience may be worse than 
not going at all. Until 
governments with mountain 
playgrol)nds within their 
boundaries take positive steps to 
control use and misuse of these 
areas, then it is difficult to blame 
climbers for just getting on with 
the serious task at hand. 

Fairley also accuses our climbing 
press of avoiding the issue. _He i_s 
right to bring it to our attention in 
the Alpine Journal although it 
would be a more effective debate 
in the major internationals. No 
doubt editors of the Alpine 
Journal a hundred years ago 
mourned the despoilation of the 
Alps as the Golden Age showed 
the first signs of becoming the 
Tin Can Age. Surely no one of use 
would want a Chamonix where 
Khumjung now stands, would 
we? Anyone who answers yes 
may be a louse, but thus now 
answer a number of young · 
Sherpas. We only have to look at 
history to see how changes come 
and the role that "lice " play in 
bringing them about. Thus are 
the unsuspecting cl imbers who 
populate these pages. 
John Porter 

Ad Carter for best results. 
Photo: Nyka 

Himalayan Journal 1982-83 
Harish Kapadia, R.E. Hawkins 
Himalayan Club/Oxford 
University Press Dehli. Rupees 
100 
The publication of each volume 
ofthe HJ is greeted with 
enthusiasm by all mountaineers 
and lovers of the Himalaya, and 
they are not disappointed, for 
once again the Editors have done 
an excellent job in putting 
together this new yearbook. 
Eminent mountain authors such 
as Doug Scott, Kurt Diemberger, 
Chris Bonington, Henri Sigayret, 
Voytek Kurtyka contribute 
accounts of climbing in the 
Himalaya and Karakorum, 
covering the most important 
events on well known mountains. 
There are also scientific 
contributions - very interesting is 
the authoritative article on the 
geological formations of the 
Gasherbrum Group, written by 
Prof. Ardito Desio. The invasion 
of the Himalaya continues as 
reported in the world's Alpine 
journals, but there exists an area 
which is rather forgotten : the 
Indian part of the Himalaya. 
Fortunately, this is the main 
subject of the "Himalayan 
Journal", which fills a very 
severe gap in the record of the 
periodicals. 
Volume 40 includes 150 pages of 
articles and 75 pages filled with 
chronicles and short expedition 
notes - very useful to the reader 
who has no time to read the long 
stories. A collection of carefully 
selected photographs and 
diagrams is a mine of visual 
information about unknown 
corners of the Himalayan scene. 
Each year an " Index to the HJ " is 
enclosed. It is of help to the 
reader and researcher but, I think, 
such a significant publication is 
worthy of a detailed register of 
geographica l and persona l 
names. 



Wilson Applauds .Eagerly Awaited Jones British 
Rock Photo Book 

"Having only one volume of the 
Alpine Journal is similar to 
owning volume P to Q of an 
encyclopaedia", John Fowler 
said. Whilst congratulating the 
Editors and the Himalayan Club 
on the 40th volume we can say 
that the Himalayan Journal as a 
wi')ole is a complete 
encyclopaedia of the Himalaya 
Range and especially the Indian 
Himalaya, but who has the good 
fortune to have all 40 volumes? 
J6zefNyka 

•1m Schatten des 
Kangchendzonga" (In the 
Shadow of Kangchenjunga) 
by Marek Malatyl)ski. Translated 
by Hubert Sauer-Zur. 
Brockhaus Verlag, Leipzig (GDR), 
1984. 243 pages, 50 photographs, 
3maps. 
On September 17th, 1981 young 
Polish mountaineer, Marek 
Malatynski, the author of this 
book relating the first ascent of 
the Kangbachen (7902ml in the 
Kangchenjunga massif in 1974, 
died on the summit ridge of 
Masherbrum. The book was 
edited in Poland in 1978 ("W 
cieniu Kangczendzengi"), now 
we have a German edition too. 
The Author has ably combined an 
exact expedition report and an 
account of his personal 
impressions and reminiscences 
during this lucky but altogether 
dramatic adventure. Using 
diaries of other party members 
he managed to show the 
expedition's battle from varying 
viewpoints. Some historical 
comments show the important 
Yugoslav and Japanese 
contributions to the exploration 
ofthis high seven thousander. 
The 50 photos are pleasantly 
varied and include rare shots of 
climbing on the Ramtang side of 
Kangchenjunga. The book is well 
translated and skilfully 
presented. Even though 
published in a Western language 
10 years after the event the first 
ascent of a high mountain 
remains a first ascent and as such 
is worth reading, if only for the 
record. Brockhaus Editions of 
Leipzig (German Democratic 
Republic) are to be congratulated 
on this excellently produced 
book. 
J6zefNyka 

Right: Dave Cuthbertson on 
Requiem, a controversial El on 
Dumbarton Rock. Taken from 
Dave Jones' new book Rock 
Climbing in Britain, (See over). 
Photo: Dave Jones. 





Left: Mick Lovatt on the crux of 
Great White (E7,6c) Pembroke: 
Photo David Jones from his book 
Rock Climbing in Britain. 
Right: One of the useful tables 
which are to be found within its 
covers. 

Rock Climbing in Britain 
by David Jones 
Collins/Willow £20.00 
This is the first picture book for 
the dedicated British rock-climber 
to appear since 1974, and it will 
be well received for that fact 
alone. Ten years is a long time to 
wait and a lot has happened in 
rock-climbing in the interim. 
David Jones has provided an 
appetising snapshot of the sport 
in 1984 that lays down an 
altogether different manifesto to 
that of its predecessors. His opus 
magnum comprises a portfolio of 
100 large-format action photos 
(all in colour), set off by a series 
of essays dealing with History, 
Gear, Training and Climbing 
Walls. The whole thing is studded 
with interesting (contentious?) 
tables, maps and technical 
photos and drawings, rounded 
off with a few pages of detailed 
captions, and all bound into an 
attractive coffee-table book at a 
somewhat breathtaking price. 
At first glance some of the 
peripheral elements appear out 
of place - the author seems to 
have had orders from his 
publisher to cater for both tyro 
and expert, and looked as if he 
might end up pleasing neither -
but a more detailed scrutiny 
revealed the good sense in this 
approach. The process of 
learning is now extremely rapid 
given dedication and spare time. 

This book seems to suggest that 
you can be leading E3-plus in a 
year if you apply yourself, train 
assiduously, stay off the booze 
and take digs near a climbing 
wall. Not only that, but your rock
climbing can be a pleasurable 
sunny pursu it, a body-beautiful 
activity plied on crags of 
mediterranean bliss : twenty-nine 
of the leaders illustrated cavort 
barebacked or vested, and most 
of the rest are in tee-shirts. Its 
rather like the mini-skirt era , 
when women's legs got longer 
and more shapely overnight : 
today's rock-climber strips off 
and the sun miraculously shines -
or so it would appear. Maybe 
he/she just stays warm in a 
glowing cocoon of se!f
admiration at the achievement of 
having trained and starved 
themselves up to the mega
btackets of difficulty. The freezing 
past is never hinted at - the days 
of mufflers, greasy duvets and 
Brown's balaclava, the Allan 
Austin five-sweatered sixties, the 
Gogarth squall-lashed seventies -
I even remember having to climb 
a North Cornwall route in a 
blizzard at Easter sometime in the 
early seventies .... hey-ho! 
Incidentally, before leaving this 
mini-skirt/sunshine subject, and 
apropos of nothing, it might be 
worth noting that only five 
women feature in the photos, and 
most of those on easy routes! 
Naughty, naughty, Mr. Jones, 

LEADING 
A typical lead will last approximately 30 minutes and in that time will test the following abilities: 

ABILITY 

Move upwards 

Stand on small edges 

Hold on to rockface 

Rest 

Cope with natural 
obstacles 

Protect climb safely 

Carry gear and 
withstand rope drag 

Find easiest line 

Cope mentally 

you are bound to get your legs 
slapped for that in certain 
quarters. 
So this is a sort of instruction 
book (and in a sense we all need 
a refresher course in the new 
brutalism) with lots to bite on. 
Jones's initial 30-page history 
section is a little monotonous but 
still very meaty. I started to list a 
few minor criticisms but in the 
end was so overcome with 
admiration for the work he had 
put into this, that to carp seemed 
rather out of place in a review. 
Nevertheless there are some 
questionable generalisations and 
several interesting new 
observations. To quickly 
summarise a few points : 
Drummond gets a poor press; 
Gibson's efforts are short
changed; the achievements of 
the sixties lose considerable 
stock-value ; oldies that are 
dusted down include Puttrell, 
Solly and Roper. He doesn't seem 
very keen on Fawcett but he does 
rate Redhead. This section of the 
book needs detailed critical 
analysis - suffice to say here that 
a considerable amount of worthy 
research has been done. 
The other chapters are 
surprisingly interesting . In the 
training chapter one learns tt,at 
an intake of 1800 calories per day 
is advisable if planning a summer 
on the E7's and even then you 
won't stand a chance (gear 
chapter) without an ultra-light 
gear rack of no more than 3685 
grams. It's fashionable to joke 
that modern climbers are literally 
'levitating' up the routes - maybe 
this is no joke, there certainly 
seems to be a formula (spell?) 
somewhere in this no-food, no
gear stricture, a bit ascetic, 
shades of Tilman boring holes in 
toothbrush handles. I learnt from 
another table that inability to 
move up probably pointed to 
weak fingers and arms (well, 
well), and the inability to cope 
mentally meant that I had 
committed the common fault of 

TESTS COMMON FAULTS REMEDIES 

strength , . . Weak fingers and arms, fitness 
mobility lack of suppleness training 

footwork, Poor.exp.erience, ., fitness training, 
mobility shaking , weak calves, wealth, 

worn-out footwear experience 

stamina Lack of finger and fitness 
arm stamina training 

stamina, Lack of finger and fitness training , 
mobility arm stamina patience 

experience Friable rock, inability to cope experience 
with loose holds. Damp rock 

technical Wasting time, inexperience. experience, 
knowledge Lack of equipment wealth 

strength , Overall strength and fitness 
stamina stamina training 

experience, Wasting time, straying off route. experience 
knowledge Poor guidebooks 

experience Bottling out. Shaking 

'bottling out' (amazing). The 
solution, as the book cryptically 
observes, is to get one's 
"neuromuscular coordination 
properly established", or as an 
American instructor mate of Bill 
March's once said "you gotta 
self-actuate". 
This amiable banter isn't meant 
to imply that the book is in any 
way trite: on the contrary, all 
these tips are most valuable and 
frequently very amusing. There 
may even be a tongue-in-cheek 
quality about it. I can imagine 
David Jones pumping himself full 
of high-calorie Tetleys on the 
profits while round the corner, in 
Guiseley Leisure Centre, a born
again Dennis Gray (Yorkshire's 
answer to Busby Berkeley) with 
his latest troupe of starlets, train 
themselves to a state of calorie
starved dementia, the last dregs 
of bodily fluid drooling from their 
lips at the thought of all the 
Kilnsey E8's they are going to 
manage next year. 

Which brings me to the 
photographs! In the jealously 
competitive world of climbing 
photography I have heard 
grumbles that some of them are 
wooden and posed·. Well there 
may be a grain of truth in this, but 
even if there is it doesn't really 
matter. They are one man's 
collection of 100 pictures, taken 
in just over a year, and he can be 
allowed a few duds in those 
circumstances. Some of the 
pictures are, quite frankly, 
ludicrous. That old-stager Doc 
O'Brien has been done no 
favours by Jones's Pre
Raphaelite interpretation of him 
as mountain-man atop Lliwedd 
(where else), gazing into the 
coppery afternoon sun - looking 
for the Scapegoat or Rossetti's 
wife? Nor too Martin Crook who 
is seen practising moves for 
Swan Lake half way up The Axe 
on Cloggy, or Choe Brooks 
cocking a leg on Chequers 
Buttress. I did like Billy 

experience 

Bollweavill (he'll go tar with a 
name like that) serenading us 
from a sluicing ldwal Slabs diff -
auditioning for Singing in the 
Rain no doubt. 
These bizarre features are the 
exception however, the norm 
being a generally high standard . 
If one was to criticise it would be 
to say that as 'action' photos they 
are ever so slightly predictable, 
and as a collection they lack 
those two or three really 
outstanding images that one 
usually looks for in a book of this 
importance. That is a 
photographic criticism however. 
From the climbers standpoint 
they are consistently interesting, 
particularly when examined in 
conjunction with the final 
captions. The climbs are 
organised in ascending order of 
difficulty, with the final third in 
the upper E grades, and the 
whole effect is to make one yearn 
to be fit and hitting rock. Jones 
has made a point of seeking out 
the sun and because of this the 
cliffs and situations look great -
there is a real sense of 
environment and fresh open air 
breathing through nearly all the 
pictures. Moreover the shots are 
technically excellent and usually 
well-composed. I have no doubt 
that they will be a source of 
continued interest and 
inspiration for any rock-climber 
with blood in his veins. The sport 
in Britain has never had its shop 
window dressed out in such a 
tantalizing manner. 
Thus, this book should shoot to 
the top with a bullet. Its high price 
will pose few problems as, like 
the double-glazing salesman 
says, it will pay for itself in a 
season with the money saved on 
booze, food and gear. Jones 
should be congratulated on a job 
well done, and, as an interested 
party, I am haunted by the 
thought that it will be a hard act 
to follow. 
Ken Wilson 
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It's too late to buy the 
world's best selling quality 

rucsac 

Karrimor have just completely re-developed the 

Jaguar to give it the new self adjust (S.A.) harness 

system. Now the back length is instantly adjustable 

when you're wearing it. S.A. lets you adjust your sac 

for changes of clothing, load and terrain. 

Your friends will admire the new Jaguar's modem 

details including new webbing and compressor straps 

- so watch out- it will fit them too. 

The only alternative is a Condor. 
Karrimor International Limited , Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lancashire B85 6PR. 

Distributed in the USA by: 

1,01- 1,11-
NorTur, Inc., 2000 East Center Circle. Minneapolis. Mi nnesota 55441. 

Telephone: 612-559-1500. Wais Line: 800-328-7436. 
Telex Number: 29-0860. 



S.A . 1- one dimension 
adjustment- to back length . 
S.A. 2- two dimension 
adjustment - to back length 
and hip girth . 
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the top in quality 

SUPER K 2 CRAMPON 
12 - point - universal size -
Ni-Chr-Mo steel - 4 front 
points "tungsten carbide" 
treated, to prevent from 
abrasion on very hard rocks 
too. 

Manufacturers and export office: CAMP spa - Via Roma 23 - 22050 PREMANA (CO) Italy - telex CAMP I 340369 

For information please contact: 

ALLCORD LTD. - NEWCASTLE Upon TYNE (England) PACIFIC MOUNTAIN SPORTS - LA CANADA, Calif. (U.S.A.) 
LIBERTY ORGANIZ. INC. - MONTROSE, Calif. (U.S.A.) RECREATIONAL EQUIP. INC. - SEATTLE, Wash. (U.S.A.) 

Chouinard Equipment 
sometimes makes 
mistakes ... 

We are confident that great design and rigo_rous 
production standards make Chouinard carabiners the best 
available. We inspect each carabiner carefully for any 
possible flaws. Then after we inspect it, we try to break it. 

This Light D missed out on its heat treatment. It looked 
perfect to the inspector until we tested it to one-half its 
tensile strength, and it failed. So now this carabiner is on 
our foreman's key ring, not on a climber's rack. 
For more information on carabiners and other Chouinard 
Equipment visit your dealer or write for our catalog. 

Only Chouinard Equipment tests 
every carabiner it makes. Each 
carabiner body 
bears two small 
marks left by the 
testing machine
unquestionable 
proof that our 
carabiners won't 
let you down. 

~ Chouinard Equipment 
POBox90 
Ventura CA 93002 USA 



The sort of guy who gives . 
Berghaus a od name 
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Details from, 
I.S.M .. Club Vagabond, 1854 Leysin 
Switzerland. Tel. (Swiss code) 25 34 13 21 

Please note that from Mountain 100 our 
cover price will increase to £1.00/$2. 75. 
This price increase is due soley to 
increased production costs and js required 
to maintain the quality of the publication. 

Subscriptions commencing with issue 
100 will cost:-

Britain £7.00 
Overseas £7.50 

U.S.A. & Canada $17.50 

TALKEETNA AIR TAXI, INC. 
LOWELL THOMAS, JR & DOUG GEETING 

Owners/Operators 
Speclalizlng In moontaln-glacler flying. Serving 
climbers, sklera, aerlal sightseers, wilderness 
campers, scientists, miners and prospectors, 
fishermen arld the general public. 

contact TALKEETNA AIR TAXI, INC. 
Box 73, Talkeetna, AK 99676 

Tel: {90n 733-2218 or: 
Lowell Thomas, 7022 Tanalna Dr, Anchorage, AK 99502 

Mountaineering 
Courses/Holidays 
and High Level Trekking 
with Mountain Ventures Alpine 
In Chamonix orZermatt 
our courses and holidays 
will give you real 
mountaineering experience 
and a memorable 
holiday. Courses cover all 
aspects of Alpinism 
through Introductory to 
Intermediate standards 
and our Guided Climbing 
Holidays provide top-level 
guiding for small groups 
on major alpine routes 

Treks for 1985 will include 
the famous Haute Route 
with a special Mont Blanc 
climax and the Via Ferrata 
trek that we are pleased 
to introduce and which 
provides a unique 
travel experience on 
the high fixed routes 
of the Dolomites. 
All holidays are available 
as a package or self-drive, 
self-catering etc. 

for details contact: 

Mountain Ventures Ltd 
Brecon House (M) 
Greenhill Road 
Liverpool L 18 7HO 
United Kingdom 

tel: 051-724 2732 

THE BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA 
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Distribut ed by: - in the U.S.A. in Japan 
Specialised Equipment Inc ., Magic Mountain Japan, 
P.O. Box 239, Toyokawa Build ing , 2 -60- 14, 
Conway, N .H., H1gash1 -lkebukuro, Tosh,ma-ku , 
03818 U.S.A. Tokyo, Japan. 

* Technical axe, alpine axe and 
hammer with matching curved picks 
for serious climbing. 

* General mountaineering axe with 
less curved blade. 

* Heads drop forged in nickel 
chrome molybdenum steel. 

* End spike with hole big enough to 
take a karabiner. 

* Shafts have moulded rubber grip 
bonded onto the metal. 

MOUNTAIN TECHNOLOGY 
(GLENCOE) LTD. 
Old Ferry Road, North Ballachulish, Onich, 
Inverness-shire, PH33 6SA, Scotland. 
TelephoneOnich (085 53) 222. 

BALANCE 
THE PERFECT HARNESS SYSTEM 

AVAILABLE FROM 
SPECIALIZED 
SPORT SHOPS 
OR CONTACT 
EDELRID 
PO. BOX 1240 
D-7972 ISNY 
WEST GERMANY 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Bushgear Australia P/L 
Shop 6 Caga Centre, 
38 Akuna Street, 2601. 
Tel. (062) 47-7153 (M) (S) 

A.C.T.:Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross M'ntaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment 
P.O. Box 230,2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W. Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street, 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

, N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street, 2000. 
Tel. 02.264.3146 

N.S.W. : Sydney 
Mountain Equipm't Pty. Ltd., 
21 Falcon Street, Crows Nest 
2065 
Tel. (02) 4393511 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21 , Queen's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel. (07) 2296609 

Queensland : Brisbane 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
99 Mary Street, 
Brisbane 4000, 
Tel. 07.52.8804 or 52.8894 

Queensland : Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd ., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia : Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty. Ltd ., 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. 08.212.7857 

Victoria: Camberwell Junction 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 82.7229. 

Victoria: Heathmont 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
115 Canterbury Rd., 3135. 
Tel. (03) 729.7844. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Australia P/L, 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67.3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67.7966. 

Victoria : Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd . 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
61 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 67.2586 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
235 High Street, 
Tel. 67.148 

Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 
Tel. 795 174. 

Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
101 Stuart Street 
Tel. 773.679 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 

- 1414 Kensington Rd, N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.831 1 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta : Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Ave. S.E. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C. : Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies 
109 Thomas St. 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

GERMANY 
Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel. (089) 237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Mountain Services International 

Ltd., 
1021/F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd., 
Wan Chai, 
Hong Kong . 
Tel. 5-733313 

INDIA 
Delhi 
MIS West Coast Mfrs. & Traders 

(Regd.), 
261 Okhla Industrial Estate, 
Phase 111, 
New Delhi 110020 

Delhi 
Cable 'Snowequip', 
Tel. 635498, 637421 
Retail Showroom-
92 - U.B. Jawahar Nagar, 
Delhi - 110007 
Tel. 223900 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061 .928.6613. 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop 
92-98, Corporation Street, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.7799 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
7 New Market Street , 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd., 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259-Mail Order 

0227 .222230-Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd, BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
Pindisports 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS1 4SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd. 
CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Nin ian Park Road. 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Rd. 
Tel. 0222.399178 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
61 Empress Buildings, 
Binley Road. 
Tel. 0203.441241 

Croydon 
Pindisports 
Whitgift Centre, 
CRO 1U4 
Tel. 01 .688.2667 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 



Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501/2 

Edinburgh 
Climb Ltd., 
1A Albyn Place, 
EH3. 
Tel. 031 .225.8369. 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd., 
High Street, 
PH33 6EJ. 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041.221.4531/2. 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport 
261 Sauchiehall Street (M) 
Tel. 041 .332.4814 

Glossop 
Magic Mountain, 
George Street. 
Tel. 045.74.4424 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West, 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021 .550.9748 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
13 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd . Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
40, Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate, 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leeds/Bradford 
Guiseley Mountain Sports, 
Towngate, 
Guiseley LS20 9JA. 
Tel. 0943.75846 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain 
Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 028682.327 

'London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W8 6BD 
Tel. 01 .938.1911 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W8 7RG 
Tel. 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 

London 
Y.H.A. Shop 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836.8541n 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 . (C) (M) (S). 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 

Middlesbrough: Teeside 
Wilderness Ways, 
98 Newport Rd ., 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.323561. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1 RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd. , 
13-17 Bridge Street, 
Tel. (0604) 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230. 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Oldham OL1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd ., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road, 
Tel. 0734.55589. 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196. 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd., 
343 London Rd. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631. 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51-52 Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 0743.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 

Stockport 
Al pen stock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stockport 
Base Camp, 
89 Lower Hillgate, 
Tel. 061 .480.2945 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925 415668. 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229. 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd. 
19 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567. 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177. 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381. 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Borgergade 5, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Aboulevarden 54-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22. 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811. (C) (M) (S). 

Arizona: Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd., 
85018. 
Tel. 602.995.3391. 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967. 1669. 

California: Alhambra 
Sports Hut Inc. 
2822 W. Valley Blvd., 91803. 
Tel. 213.289.3333 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371. 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S). 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301 . 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S). 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd., 
3659 Riverside Plaza, 95026 
Tel. 714.825.2976 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401. 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: San Diego 
Pack Factory, 
143 So. Cedros, 92075. · 
Tel. 714.755.7662 

California: San Francisco 
The North Face, 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. 
Tel. 415.665.6044 

California: Santa Ana, 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3650 S. Bristol St., 92704. 
Tel. 714.549.8541. 
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California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
3251 Mono Way, 95370 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S). 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S) . 

Colorado: Boulder 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
627 E. South Broadway, 80303 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279. 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1136 Speer Blvd., 8020 4 
Tel. 303.433.3372 

Colorado: Denver 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366. 

Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Tel. 303.586.5391 . 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3500 S. College Ave., 80525. 
Tel. 303.226.3683. 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M) 

Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220. (C) (M) (S). 

K2 av1at1on 

Colorado: Lakewood 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. 
Tel. 303.238.7511. 

Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
1041, Commonwealth Ave., 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C) (M) (S). 

Massachusetts: Salem 
Life Sports 
East India Mall, 01970 
Tel. 617.745.1135 (C)(M)(S). 

Montana: Bozeman 
Northern Lights Trading Co., 
1627 W. Main, 59715 
Tel. 406.586.2225 (C)(M)(S). 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment, 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287. 

New Jersey: Princeton 
J.D. Sachs 
Wilderness Outfttrs., 
45 State Rd., 08540 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters 
21 Park Place, 10007 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 

Oregon : Independence 
Independence Mountaineering 
215 S. Main, 97351 
Tel. 503.838.6475 

For access to McKinley and the Alaska Range . 
P.O. Box 290 - TALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 (907) 733-2291 

MOUNTAIN TRAVEL's climbing expeditions for 1985: Pacific Northwest 
(Rainier, Baker, Glacier Peak) , Alaska (McKinley). Nepal (Island Peak, Mt. 
Mera). Tibet (Changtse), Chinese Karakorum (Mt. Spender) , Alps 
(Matterhorn, Mont Blanc) , South America (Huascaran, Alpamayo, 
Aconcagua, and Ecuador volcanoes) , plus U.S.S.R. Climbing Camps in 
the Caucasus, Pamirs and Siberian Altai. 
Send for free·1985 Schedule. Mountain Travel, 1398 Solano Avenue, 
Albany CA 94706. (415) 527-8100. 

Expedition Gear for sale, including snow shovels, snow 
shoes, cookers etc. etc. Apply for list from : S.K Berry, 
2 Clifton Park Road, Clifton, Bristol BSB. Tel: 0272 743249 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS: Support your local bush pilot. Doug Geeting is 
now bookin1, for the 1985 and 86 Mt. McKinley climbs. 
For reservations and 1nformat1on write to :-
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna, 99676, or call 907. 733.2366 . . 
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Pennsylvania: Clarks Summit 
Appalachian Equipment Co., 
113 N. State St., 18411 
Tel. 717.586.9148 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Holubar Mountaineering 
3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 84117. 
Tel. 801 .272.9403. (C) (S) (M) 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106 
Tel. 801.466.2101 . (C) (M) (S) 

Virginia: Bristol 
Mountain Sports Ltd., 
1010 Commonwealth Ave., 

24201 
Tel. 703.466.8900 (C)(M)(S). 

Virginia: Oakton 
Appalachian Outfitters 
P.O. Box 249, 
2915 Hunter Mill Rd ., 22124 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. 
Tel. 206.453.1515. 

Washington: Everett 
Swallows Nest, 
2011 Hewitt Ave., 98201. 
Tel. 206.339.2417. 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 

Washington : Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105. 
Tel. 206.633.4431. 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face, 
1023 1st Ave., 98104. 
Tel. 206.622.4111 . 

Wisconsin: Kenosha 
Life Sport, 
4917 Seventh Ave., 53140 
Tel. 414.654.3351 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Milwaukee 
Adventures Unlimited, 
5700 W. North Ave., 53208 
Tel. 414.445.6602 

Wisconsin: Waukesha 
Lifesport, 
840 North Grand Ave., 
Tel. 414.544.9744 

Wyoming: Cody 
Sunlight Sports, 
1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Lander 
Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
220 Main Street, 82520. 
Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S) (C) . 

Ci) CLIMBING EQUIPMENT Ci) 
The best range of c limbing and outdoor gear is in the Field & Trek ill ustrated 
catalogue. Over 1,700 items representing all the top names such as Troll , 
Mountain Equ ipment , Clog, Wild Country, Vango, Ultimate, etc .. all available by 
mail order, AND ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES !'! 
Send£ 1.25 for illustrated 1984/ 5 ca tal ogue. 
AELD & TREK, M100, 23-25 KING'S ROAD, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX, CM14 4ER. 
TEL : (0277) 221259/219418/210913-MAIL ORDER. (0277) 222230-SHOP. 
SHOP HOURS : 9-5.30 MONDAY-SATURDAY (THURSDAY 6.15p.m.) 

GORE-TEX 
FABRIC 
(4TYPES) 

Cordura, Entrant, polar fabric, tent, duvet and breeches labrics. 
Hollofil, Thinsulate, Down, Zips, buckles, webbing, poles, velcro 
and more. Patterns for all outdoor clothing and equipment. 
For prices/ samples , stamp please, 
Tor(M), 3 Fryer St .. Runcorn, WA7 1 ND. 

SAVE MONEY - MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Largest U.K stockists of specialist top '\-uality materials and accessories. 

PE~i1~'k a8uH,J'b0tP~6f~~i~~1i~~Ei~~ u g'8~~~~1~t~i 1: i:lr ~°J~~SHIRE 
0484 - 683206/ 682688 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ '84catalogfreetofore,gn; 

CRAMPON STRAPS U S & Canada, send 20¢ 

4025 State Street, No . 54, Santa Barbara , California 93110, U.S.A. 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS: Doug Geeting is now booking for small and large exped itons for 
the 1985 cl;mbing season . For the best in A ir Transportation and access to the Alas~a 
Range . CALL collect for information & sµecia l rates. Area code (907 ) 733-2366 or write 
Doug Geeting, P.O. Box 42 Talkeetna, Alaska 99676. 



NOW YOU CANTELL AN 
ULTIMATE ICEFALL 

PARKA WILL KEEP YOU 
WARM AT OVER 2000 FT 
WITHOUT TRYING /TON 

With an ordinary parka, 
the acid test comes when 
you're half way up a 
mountain or forging your 
way through a snowdrift. 
Which is the worst place 
to discover that it doesn't 
give you full protection 
against the weather. 

Quite simply, it's a detailed account of how we made your parka. 
We tell you, for example, the materials we used (outer fabric, 

insulation and lining) and why we used them. 
We take you on a guided tour of all the major 

features and explain how useful they are. 
We even go so far as to mention 

how we stitched the 
whole garment together. 

Having read this you'll 
feel more at ease when But when you buy 

an Ultimate parka 
you can be sure 

Chinguatrlto 
protect chaffing .':!;,,,,."-:::: 

with~ 
closun, and COid 

grips for a snug flt 

you try it for size. r--
Mind you, the same --. ........... 

applies no matter which / ~ that it will brave 
the elements, 
even before you 
try it on . 

Unique conical 
design lacilltatn 

easier mOl/flmen 
and improves 

performance 
Because, 

attached to it, 
you'll find a 
swing ticket 
(like the one 
illustrated 
here). 

Windski 
heat retenti 

,j 
with 

Velc·fl?l•,n_{jf"S} 

2-way 
plastic · 

Insulated ston flap ! 1 

with press stud / 1 

fasteners r 
YI 

All outer sea 
taped to prev, 

leakage 

Water-tight p 

~ 
Ultimate 
BUILT-IN RELIABILITY 

Lightweight nylon 
lining 

240gOacron 
Ho/Ioli/ insulation 

airpockBt 

Ultimate product you buy, / ~ 
because you'll find $ 

similar swing tickets / .§ 
attached to our famous / t 

jackets, tents and / f 
sleeping bags too. ~ 

Admittedly, we do go to / f 
a lot of trouble to help you / " 

make the right choice. / § _.· 
ion keeps 
in place 

teesa/1-
dT_th. 
front -cargo 

po ta 

But when you're buying & .... 
anything for the Great / ~ / 

Outdoors we think you / f .... 
ought to know how it will / f ,. .. 

perform, inside the shop. ) / 
For a full-colour / 8, _.--· 

Ultimate brochure, just / -S!_ .... 

post the coupon. / / ... / 

L'-? I .f . . w; § : : 
.,c. /!I •. · / 
~~'1 I <l) _/ ,... .. -:,, s .. 

Ultimate I I ........... _ ......... · 
BUILT-IN RELIABILITY Ii / / 

Ultimate Equipment Ltd, // t ..... / 
Ryburne Mill, Hanson Lane f .-· ... 

Halifax, West Yorks HX1 4SEj : <l) _.· H 
~ E: -1§ 

"GORE-TEX is a trade mark of / if ~ ~ 
W. L. Gore & Associates Inc. 
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