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RPs: QUALI1Y CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 
Sole U.K. Distributor 

ORION equipment 
( Sole distributors of CASSIN gear) 

ORION~ AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL STOCKIST 
Trade enqumes to -

261 sauchiehall St., Glasgow Tel: 041-332 4814 

Crawford House 
Precinct Centre 
Booth Street East 
Manchester M13 9RZ 
Tel: 061-273 5163 
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INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
OF MOUNTAINEERING 

Director: PAT LITTLEJOHN 

Alpine Climbing Courses run at all levels. 
from complete beginner to good 
intermediate. Instruction in the skills of 
Alpinism blended into a great climbing 
holiday.June-Sept. inc. 
High Alpine Treks. Six day expeditions 
above the snow-line. taking in suitable 
peaks and offering the ultimate holiday for 
the keen walker.July-Aug. 
Ski Touring (Easter period). Introductory 
course and Intermediate 'Haute Route· 
weeks. 

Details from, 
I S.M . Club Vagab ond. 1854 Leysin 
Switze rl and. Tel (Swiss codP) 2 5 34 13 21 

HAVE YOU GOT ONE? 
From Britain's No.1 Mail Order Company comes the best 
equipment catalogue you can buy. 112 colourful pages packed 
with top quality products, interesting information and sound 
advice. Get the best and forget the rest by sending £1 .25 to : 
FIELD & TREK DEPT. MC, 3 WATES WAY, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. 
Tel (0277)221259/'l33122/2194181210913 (24 HRS) 

DOUG GEETING AVIATION is now booking climbing 
parties for flights into the Mt. McKinley Park. Give Doug a call 

collect for information and reservations. His speciality is 
Expedition Air transportation. Why not fly the best? 

Write to DOUG GEETING AVIATION, Box 42, 
Talkeetna Alaska 99676 
or call collect to (907) 733-2366 

Since 1972 

ontactFan 
dfallprogra 
expedition to Angelus 

basecamp. Then in 
e travel to Nepal for 
angru and a trek to 
eshi Lapcha. 

YOUR KEY TO THE ''GRIVEL'' ERA 
An ordinary Allen hexagonal key gives 

you access to GRIVEL's modular system 
of climbing and survival tools. 

With their great choice of interchan
geable picks, adzes and hammer, GRIVEL's 
versatile tools will satisfy even the most 
demanding of climbers. 

GRIVEL 
SINCE 1818 
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THINK PINK: Climbing and leisure sportswear 

U.S.A. And Canada sole distributor 

E.P. & Co. 
P.O. Box 630 Ste-Adele, Que . , Canada, JOR /LO 

tel.: (514) 229-2629, Telex 05-8395/8 EPCO-STAD 

Las Ve1w~ Snow Show. March 15th to 20th. /Jooth 112 /Montreal CS(iA Show. Feh IIJt/1 to 13th . Booths 3025 127 

A moon-walk 
comes as part 
of the holida}t 

Time was when you could bump into the 
likes of Neil Armstrong in Iceland. It was chosen 
by NASA as a training ground for the lunar 
landings. 

So if you fancy a trudge across the nearest 
thing on Earth to the Oceanus Procellarum, we'd 
be over the moon to oblige. 

For the Iceland Holidays brochure write to: 
Fred. Olsen Travel, 
11 Conduit Street, 
London Wl. 
Phone(01)4913760 
or see your travel agent. 
~ Fred Olsen Travel 

Mountaineering 
Courses/Holidays 
and High Level Trekking 
with Mountain Ventures Alpine 
In Chamonix orZermatt 
our courses and holidays 
will give you real 
mountaineering experience 
and a memorable 
holiday. Courses cover all 
aspects·of Alpinism 
through Introductory to 
Intermediate standards 
and our Guided Climbing 
Holidays provide top-leve l 
guiding for small groups 
on major alpine routes 

Treks for 1985 wil l include for details contact: 
the famous Haute Route . 
with a special Mont Blanc Mountain Ventures Ltd 
cl imax and the Via Ferrata Brecon House (M) 
trek that we are pleased Gmenhill Road 
to introduce and w hich Liverpool L 18 ?HO 
provides a unique United Kingdom 
trave l experience on tel: 051 -724 2732 
the high f ixed rou tes 
of the Dolomites. &. 
All holidays are available 
as a package or self-drive, 
self-catering etc. 

Owners/Operators 
Spec ializing in mounta in-glac ier ttylng . Serving 
climbers, skiers, aerial sightseers, wilderness 
campers, scientists, miners and prospectors, 
fishermen and the general public. 

contact TALKEETNA AIR TAXI, INC. 
Box 73, Talkeetna, AK 99676 

Tel: (907) 733-2218 or: 
Lowell Thomas , 7022 Tana ina Dr, Anchorage, AK 99502 

MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS FOR SALE 
I have copies of almost all issues of Mountain avai!able for sale. 
Copies also swapped and bought. International enquiries welcome. 
Dave Wilson, 3 Harlesden Road, St. Albans, AL 1 4LE, England. 



From Above! 

If you are injured in some remote valley oron some icy wall, your only possible contact with the outside world may be from above. 
Emergency air/ ground communications are possible with the TR-720 featherweight (18oz) portable, by transmitting to overflying aircraft. 
The TR-720 has ALL 720 aircraft communication frequencies, including all emergency channels, is rugged enough for the toughest 
Grade VI wall or a casual weekend in the local mountains. 
The TR-720 is the pick of Corporate and professional pilots, balloonists, ultralight enthusiasts and search and rescue teams; who 
realize that the TR-720 whether on the flight line or on a rescue, is heaven sent. 

For more information cont~~ Communications Specialists 
.,.!!!I• Department 1231 

426 West Taft Ave. , Orange, CA 92667-4296 
- Entire USA (800) 854-0547 or (714) 998-3021 

THE ''GRIVEL'' SYSTEM 

G ~ 

GRIVEL 
SINCE 1818 

GRIVEL s.r .I. 
Les Forges, 11013 Courmayeur (AO), Italy 
Telex: 212 438 I.S .P.T. Grivel 

U.S.A. and Canada sole distributor 

E.P. & Co. 

~ 

P.O. Box 630 Ste-Adele, Que .. Canada, J0R IL0 
tel.: (514) 229-2629, Telex: 05-839518 EPCO-STAD 
Las Vegas Snow Show. March 15th to 20th. Booth H2 
Montreal CSGA Spow. Feb. 10th to 13th. Booths 3025127 
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CONDOR 
THE MOST COMFORTABLE 
· THE MOST VERSATILE 
RUCSAC 

The Condor rucsac from Karrimor is unique. It is 
the only rucsac in the world with a harness that can be 

adjusted to fit almost every length of back, girth of hips, 
and volume of shoulders. All whilst the sac is actually on 
your back! The angle of the rucsac body can be adjusted 

too, to balance the load in the ideal position for both 
uphill and downhill walking. 

This unique degree of adjustment enables you both 
to achieve a supremely comfortable initial fit, and to 

control that fit as your clothing and the 
weight being carried vary through 

a day's walking. It is also one of 
the factors contributing to the 

versatility of the Condor, 
because it makes it possible 

for the one rucsac to be 
used by a variety of people, 

male or female, big or 
small, for an hour or for a 

week. Changing back to 
your ideal fit takes only a 

few moments. 

The Condor is versatile too in 
the variety of activities it can be 

used for. All models have the facility 
for adding pockets to increase 

capacity as required, so that the 
Condor can be adjusted for 

mountaineering, skiing, 
backpacking or expeditions. 
There are four models with 

capacities from a useful 
65 litres to a 

massive 125 Ii tres 
for extended trips. 
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NEW CURVER AXE 
& ICE HAMMER 

• Heads forged in super tough Nickel Chrome Molybdenum Steel 
• Deep curved picks with top edge sharpened for 

easier extraction. 
• Hammer Head on elongated shank, for better handling. 
• Lon9 picks to avoid 'Knuckle Rash' on less than 

vertical ice. 
• Choice of Metal or Fibreglass shafts. 

• The metal shafts have bonded rubber ribbed hand grips. 

Lengths: 19" (50cm) 21" (55cm) and 24" (60cm). 

OUR NEW GORE-TEI® BIWY BAG NOW AVAILABLE 
with Hot-Air taped seams, zip and Velcro entrance closure, 
generous hood to take a Rucksack. Stuff Bag included. 

Chouinard Equiptnent 
sotnetimes tnakes 
mistakes ... 

We are confident that great design and rigorous 
production standards make Chouinard carabiners the best 
available. We inspect each carabiner carefully for any 
possible flaws. Then after we inspect it, we try to break it. · 

This Light D missed out on its heat treatment. It lo·oked 
perfect to the inspector until we tested it to one-half its 
tensile strength, and it failed. So now this carabiner is on 
our foreman's key ring, not on a climber's rack. 
For more information on carabiners and other Chouinard 
Equipment visit your dealer or write for our catalog. 

Only Chouinard Equipment tests 
every carabiner it makes. Each 
carabiner body 
bears two small 
marks left by the 
testing machine
unquestionable 
proof that our 
carabiners won't 
let you down. 

~ Chouinard Equipment 
POBox90 
Ventura CA 93002 USA 



GORE-TEX* idbtfC5 --- •GORE-TEX is a trc1de mark o( 
W. L Gore & Associates, Inc. 

bc,ghau, 
34 Dean Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NEI IPG, England. 
Telephone: (0632) 323561. Telex: 537728 Bghaus G. 



SOUTH AMERICA 

PATAGONIA 
Fitzroy 
An Argentinian team of Eduardo 
Brenner, Marcos Couch, Alberto 
Bendinger and Peter Friedrich 
climbed a new route on the SE 
Spur, between the French and 
English routes. They followed the 
French Route for three pitches 
then carried on straight up, using 
some fixed rope. They arrived on 
the summit on March 10 after 
sitting out bad weather from 
December. This was only the 
second Argentinian ascent of 
Fitzroy, the first having been by 
Fonrouge and Comesana on the 
supercouloir in 1965. All the 
climbers were under 26 years old, 
perhaps indicating a new 
generation of local activists. 
A Yugoslavian expedition made 
,he first ascent of the big corner 
system between the Ear and the 
East Pillar. The 1,000m route was 
6sup and A2 with 500m of fixed 
rope. Klemen Stane, Karo Silvo, 
Jeglic Janez, Francek Knez and 
Joze Balant climbed the route on 
December 8 and named it Devils 
Dihedral. The route joins the 
Casarotto Solo Route on the Ear 
but the climbers finished here 
and did not continue to the top of 
Fitzroy itself. 
The supercouloir was climbed by 
an Italian group; E. Salvaterra, E. 
Orlandi and M. Giarolli in three 
days during some bad weather. 
The American route on Fitzroy 
was as popular as ever with ten 
climbers making a complete 
ascent. Daniel Anker, Thomas 
Wuscher and Paul Nigg from 
Switzerland reached the summit 
on December 2 after climbing for 
three days in alpine style. 
American and Argentinian 
climbers fixed 500m of rope 
which was used by Romolo 
Nottaris and Marco Pedrini from 
Switzerland who climbed the 
route in a day from the Italian Col, 
on the 5th February. On February 
12 A. Scott and J. Scott from the 
USA and J. Lemoine with J. 
Boucansaud from France made 
the summit. 

Cerro Torre 
Anker and Wuschner, after 
climbing Fitzroy, climbed Cerro 
Torre by the Maestri bolt route, 
reaching the summit on 
December 27th after one bivouac. 
Prior to this ascent Salvaterra 
Ermanno and Giarolli Maurizo 
from Italy also climbed the 
Maestri route in alpine style with 
two bivouacs on the way up and 
one on the descent, reaching the 
summit on October 25. 

Mermoz 
Three Argentinian climbers; R. 
Storino, A. Tarditti and G. Raynie 
climbed the N. W. Face making 
the second ascent. They used 
200m of fixed ropes and then 
climbed in alpine style for a total 
of 22 pitches with one bivouac on 
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the ascent and one on the 
descent. The Yugoslavians, 
Jeglic, Karo and Knez climbed a 
new route on the East Face, using 
the couloir on the extreme left of 
the face. 

Poincenot 
The Italians Giarolli and 
Salvaterra climbed the Whillans 
route on the S.E. Face with some 
minor variations, reaching the 
summit on December 7. 

Guillaumet 
Salvaterra, Paganini, Orlandi and 
Tarditti made the second ascent 
of the S.E. Couloir, reaching the 
summit on December 2. Anker 
and Wuschner made the second 
ascent of the Buscaini-Metzeltin 
Couloiron the S.S.E. Face. 

Cerro Murallon 
This interesting mountain to the 
south of the Fitzroy area was 
climbed by a new route on the 
N.E. Face. 500m of rope were 
fixed on this 1400m climb and the 
summit was reached in a four day 
push by C. Ferrari, C. Aide and P. 
Vitali, arriving on February 14. 
This was their third attempt on 
the route after expeditions in 
1980 and 1982. 

Hielo Continental 
A French expedition, consisting 
of R. Hemon, J. Hourcadette, B. 
Doligez and M. Roquefere made a 
38 day south to north crossing of 
the icecap from Ultima Esperanza 
fjord to the Cerro Ecrins. They 
also managed to climb seven first 
ascents of mountains in the 
Dickson glacier area. 

CHILE 
Central Tower of Paine 
The Chileans, F. Arias, G. 
Cassada, H. Delgado and A. 
Izquierdo made the third ascent 
ofthe British Route, using fixed 
ropes. (February 1984). 

North Tower of Paine 
Another Chilean team, Miss C. 
Bastres, G. Cassada, F. Medina 
and F. Mujica climbed the Italian 
Route via the col Bich and the 
south ridge. (TD.1000m ). 

CENTRAL ANDES 
(ARGENTINA) 
Cerro Mausy (4800ml 
First ascent of the South Face in 
autumn 1983 by Argentinians A. 
Randis and A. Vagas (600m, 
T.D.inf). 

Cerro Santa Elena (5300ml 
First ascent of the S.E. Face by 
Argentinians Randis and Tarditti 
in summer 1983. (l,loom, E.D.inf). 

Cerro Rincon (5550ml 
Argentinians Tarditti and Storino 
climbed the E. Face in spring 
1983. (·1,100m, T.D.). 

Fitzroy from left to right (Approximate lines of routes) American 
Route, British Route, Argentinian Route, French Route, The East 
Pillar, Japanese attempt (dotted line), Devils Dihedral, The Ear 
(Casarotto). Photo: Alberto Bendinger. 

BOLIVIA 
lllampu (6362ml 
A Yugoslavian expedition 
climbed the S.W. Pillar. (1,100ml 
in summer 1983. J. Humar, Z. 
Trusnovec and S. Svetcic reached 
the summit. 

Tiquimani 
The Austrian Route was climbed 
by the same team with M. 
Cernilogar on June 231973. 

Huayna Potosi (6094ml 
The same team again cfimbed a 
new route on the West Face, 
including the direct ascent of 
steep seracs on July 3. 

Ancohuma (6388ml 
Hu mar and Trusnovec made the 
first ascent of the South Face and 
West Ridge on July 81983 in six 
hours. 

PERU 
Cordillera Huayhuash 
El Toro 
This mountain was climbed, 
probably for the first time, by the 
fine East Face. The Swiss 
climbers, L. Abbet, P. Delale, J.P. 
Prossard, P.A. Hiroz and S. 
Schaffter used some fixed ropes 
on this 11 OOm face, reaching the 
summit on June 20. The descent 
was made by 37 abseils down 
very steep terrain. 

Sarapo Sur Oeste 
The Leeds Peruvian Andes 
Expedition made several minor 
first ascents in the Huayhuash, 
including this 5370m subsidiary 
summit of Sarapo. They also 
climbed Ancocancha Este, Rasac, 
Pte 5250 between Trapecio and 
Ouesillo and Rosario Norte 
(5596m). 



Cordillera Blanca 
Oschapallka (5881ml 
First ascent of the S. Face by R. 
Blatherwick and M. Richey in 22 
hours on August 9, 1979. The 
same face was reclimbed by a 
new line to the right by J.M. 
Cambon, B. Francou and Grassi 
on June 20 1983. Their route is 
one of the most difficult in the 
Andes, comparable to the 
Francou Romani route on the S. 
Face of Nevado Santa Rosa . 
Ski Descents 
B. Chamoux made a remarkable 
series of ski descents during the 
summer of 1983; Alpamayo W. 
Face (with E. Fauret), Kitaraju 
N.W. Face (with Fauret and A. 
Genand), Huascaran Sur, West 
Ridge (with the two previous and 
C. Gauthier) Pisco W. Shoulder, 
Nevado de Copa (both with 
Gauthier and Genand), Hualcan 
W. Ridge and Artesonraju S. Face 
(both with Gauthier), Toclaraju 
W. Ridge, Palkaraju S.W. Ridge. 
C. Gauthier skied down the W . 
Face Direct of Huascaran Norte 
but then died attempting to ski 
down the W. Face of Yerupaja. 
Cordillera Raura 
Nevado Santa Rosa (5707ml 
Francou and Romani made the 
first ascent of the South Face on 
July 21 and 22 1983. (550m, E.D., 
sup) . 
Cordillera Apolobamba 
Ananea (5840ml 
The central spur of the S. Face 
was climbed by five members of 
the Megeve section of CAF. The 
15 man expedition made several 
other ascents: Denegani (5710ml, 
Cholkene (5630m), Fior di Rocca 
(5808ml by the East Ridge, 
Salluyo (6040ml . 

ECAUDOR 
The Imperial College Expedition 
made some first ascents on the 
Altar Caldera. B. Alexander and 
A. Fanshawe climbed the W. 
Ridge approach route ( 1,000m, 
T.D.) to the Italian Couloiron El 
Obispo (5319ml. Apparently this 
was the first route to include 
climbing on an inside crater face 
but none of the complete faces of 
around 1,000m from the central 
caldera crater have been climbed. 
They would made excellent and 
difficult objectives and have been 
tried without success. M. Dixon 
and N. Travers repeated the 
Italian couloir route (T.D.inf) on 
August 22 and the following day 
made the fourth ascent of Monja 
Grande (5160m). They climbed 
this by a new route on the S.W. 
flank, threatened by seracs. A. 
Fanshawe made a solo ascent of 
the same route on August 24. M . 
Homer and S. Lamb made the 
second ascent of Fraile 
Occidental - (5150m) on the north 
side of the caldera . 

COLUMBIA 
The Santa Marta range offers the 
unique attraction of climbing on 
snow within view of the 
Caribbean. The highest . 
mountains are Pico Colon and 
Pico Bolivar (both just under 
19,000ft). An American party 
climbed four first ascents; S. Face 
of Pico La Reina, N. Face of Pico 
Oriental (5373m) a mixed climb 
of T.D., N. Face of Pico 5336m, 
P.D., N.E. Spur and E. Ridge of 
Pico Ojeda, T.D.sup. 
Alan Rouse 

NORTH AMERICA 
COLORADO 
On the Bastille in Eldorado 
Canyon, Ed Webster and Chester 
Dreiman·found still one more 
new route, New Chautuaqua (I 
5.10-) next to Neon Lights. Two 
perplexing overhangs protected 
by pegs mark this varied two 
pitch climb. The initial overhang 
is already thickly laden with 
chalk! 
On Redgarden Wall , Mike 
Dougherty and Webster linked up 
an exposed 5.9 R integral route, 
Edge Game, which traces the 
sharp arete just left of Yellow 
Spur. A mix of old and new 
sections, this was a worthwhile 
"line" with an airy postion: 
Mike's first new route ever, also! 
On The Maiden in The Flatirons, 
Peter Williams and Ed Webster 
unravelled a new start to the East 
Ridge, a bolt protected weakness 
called Man In Time (I 5.10). 
In Clear Creek Canyon, Layton 
Kor, Chester Dreiman and Ed 
Webster made the FFA of The 
River Wall (II 5.91, an unusual four 
pitch route with the atmosphere 
of a sea cliff- directly above the 
water! Kor and Bob Culp had 
made the FA of the route with aid, 
in mid-winter, in the 60s. 
Admitted Kor: "I never thought 
I'd be doing that route a second 
time." The crux was an awkward 
5.9 bulge - complete with a fixed 
soft iron piton left twenty years 
before. 
Up in Estes Park on Lumpy Ridge, 
Lauren Husted and Ed Webster 
climbed last spring what may 
have been the FA of a direct finish 
to an obscure Kor route, 
Slippage, on The Pear. Vaguely 
protected with steel nuts and 
small Tri-cams, our variation 
climbed up diagonally right from 
the crux into a parallel crack 
system which had to be gardened 
for a belay. We named it Slip 
Sliding Away (5.9+ R). 
The Diamond on Long's Peak. 
Between September 3rd and 6th, 
Ed Webster rope-soloed a new 
route, Bright Star (V 5.9 or 5.10, 
A3). The climb ascends the faint, 
vertical crack sytem between the 
Yellow Wall and Grand Traverse 
routes, directly above the 
bivouac cave on Broadway. 
Bivouacs were made on 
Broadway, 2 pitches up 
(hanging), and on the Yellow 
Wall Bivy. No bolts were placed, 
and with the exception of a few 
spots of A3, the climbing was 
straightforward and direct. 
Above Table Ledge, the climb 
culminated with two exposed 
pitches directly through the 
middle of the Yellow Wall roofs, 
and thence up a crack in perfect 
rock to the summit. On one of the 
nicest sections of rock on the 
Diamond, this could become a 
popular route with its even 
balance of aid and free climbing . 

UTAH 
After barely escaping from the 
clutches of a freak blizzard in 
Boulder, Jeff Achey and Ed 
Webster were successful in 
climbing two more classics at 
Bridger Jack in Canyon lands. On 
the east face of The King of Pain, 
the most remarkable spire in the 
group, they climbed the 
prominent 4 pitch dihedral -
Vision Quest (111 5.10, no bolts) - a 

beautiful corner crack featuring 
all widths of jamming, well 
protected with friends and large 
(#6 & 7) Tri-cams. Jeff also free 
climbed my original tension 
traverse across the summit notch 
by way of a completely 
unprotected, super human leap; 
the now standard method, one 
wonders? 
After placing protection bolts on 
aid, the next day Achey and 
Webster completed one of 
Canyonland's most unusual 
climbs: a seemingly blank 
outside corner and arete. The 
route, Learning to Crawl (I 5.11) 
lived up to its name; the spire, 
Thumbelina, one of the last virgin 
towers at Bridger Jack, is last in 
the row next to Sparkling Touch. 
Afterwards, Achey and Webster 
engaged in one last climb: The 
Poseidon Adventure (111 5.9+) in 
an attempt to free climb another 
spire. After reaching the summit 
notch by way of a new route, a 
thunderstorm forced a retreat -
luckily an unusual occurrence in 
the desert. 
In Indian Creek, Ed Webster and 
Patrick Griffin climbed yet 
another out of character climb for 
Canyonlands - a 350' face climb 
just upstream from Super Crack. 
Orion's Bow (II 5.10) is a well 
protected slab and face climb up 
an improbable, bow-shaped slab. 
Thirteen drilled angles and bolts, 
two wired nut placements, and 
not a single friend protect the 
climb. Rappel the route. 
Jeff Achey and Chip Chase also 
returned to Canyonlands, 
climbing in another tour de force, 
two outstanding new routes -
climbs which many thought 
might as well be left for the next 
generation to deal with . First, on 
the King of Pain, they free 
climbed the final, third crack 
system up the tremendously 
overhanging south face. Sacred 
Space (111 5.11 R) is mostly fist to 
offwidth crack climbing in an 
outrageously exposed location; 
#7 Tri-cams are mandatory (Jeff, 
make a #8!) 
The following day, Chase and 
Achey climbed the long looked at 
sister crack of the Lightning Bolt 
Cracks on North Sixshooter Peak. 
The crux, getting up to and 
tunneling through an offwidth/ 
squeeze out a 30' roof, inspired 
the name Liquid Sky (111 5.11) 
5.9X. Truly, an inspired pair of 
futuristic desert climbs: serious, 
strenuous and highly technical. 
King of Pain (450') is now one of 
the hardest desert spires, with 
each of its three cracks climbed: 
Vision Quest (5.10), Sacred Space 
(5.11 R), and Rites of Passage 
(5.11+). 

Ed Webster 

ALASKA 
Mount St Elias (5489ml 
In May Walter Gove and Andrew 
Politz climbed the 4500 metre 
South Face, the upper 3600 
metres of which average 55 
degrees. Gove did not make it to 
the summit and suffered severe 
cerebral and pulmonary oedema. 
Politz reached the summit and 
their descent became a 60 hour 
nightmare. Gove lost a total of 
ten fingers and toes from 
frostbite, at least one from each 
hand and foot. 

A group from the French High 
Mountain Military also made 
notable ascents. Eric Gramond 
and Benoit Frison made the 
second ascent of the Roster 
Combe near Mount Huntingdon. 
Then Gramond and Pierre Royer 
climbed the West Face of Mount 
McKinley. Finally Grison and 
Tedeschi made a new route on 
the North face of Mount Hunter. 

Alaskan Alpine Club Thanks 
Supporters: 
Climbing Closure Rescinded 
The Alaskan Alpine Club extends 
its thanks to those climbers 
around the world who helped 
stop a government climbing 
closure in Alaska. 
The Alaska State Division of 
Parks withdrew a proposed 
regulation that would have 
closed three areas to climbing, 
following strong opposition to 
the closure from climbers of 
several nations who wrote to 
Alaska's Governor, Bill Sheffield . 
The closure would have carried a 
maximum penalty of six months 
imprisonment and a $1,000 fine 
for violators. 

CANADA 
North Selkirks. British Columbia 
Gothics East Peak (10640 ft/ 
3240ml 
In the Adamant peaks of British 
Columbia's Northern Selkirk 
Mountains, the first ascent of the 
impressive SW face of the East 
Peak ofthe Gothics (10640') was 
made by Fred Beckey, Eric 
Bjornstad and Jan Schwarzburg 
July 24, 25 and 26 (NCCS V, 5.9, 
A2). 
An attempt on the 1700 foot wall 
by Beckey-Bjornstad had been 
cut short in the summer of 1980 
when an unseasonably wet year 
brought a week of snow to the 
range in early August. 
A surprise snow fall during a 
bivouac on a second attempt 
later the same summer forced the 
climbers to abandon equipment 
and make a hasty retreat down 
rapidly icing ropes. 
In 1981 and 1983, Sam Streibert 
joined Fred Beckey and Eric 
Bjornstad but they failed to find 
favourable conditions for the 
ascent. 
This year, with time at a 
premium, a logging company 
helicopter was contracted to lift 
the climbers and equipment onto 
the Adamant Glacier, about two 
hours from the SW wall of the 
East Peak of the Gothics. 
On the night of the second 
bivouac, storm clouds fingered 
with lightning could be seen 
approaching from the south. 
With the last vertical lead fixed 
from the evening before, the trio 
ascended the lines and arrived on 
the elusive summit at 5 am. the 
following morning as lightning 
struck the nearby peaks of the 
Adamants. 
A rapid descent was begun. 
However, on the 4th of the 14 
abseils, a severe hail squall 
passed over the mountain 
turning the entire SW face into a 
waterfall of ice pellets. Bjornstad, 
in mid abseil, took a dramatic 
thirty foot sideward plunge 
across the slick rock before 
regaining control and continuing 
the hazardous descent safely. 
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Opposite Page: Martin Scheel attempting to repeat Dinosaurs Don't 
Dyno (26), Taipan Wall Mount Stapylton. Photo: Kim Carrigan. 

QUEENSLAND 
Frog Buttress 
An unusually awful southern 
winter dispatched the full-time 
scene northwards to revel in the 
Queensland sunshine earlier than 
usual. Though camping at the 
crag itself has been forbidden by 
the National Parks bureaucracy, 
the new site esfablished just 
beyond the park boundary 
became home for wide-ranging 
development. 
Simon Vallings stemmed an oft
tried searing corner to produce 
Bongo Gongo Wasto Ergo Sum 
(25). This was originally 
attempted and cleaned by Geoff 
Lamb just prior to his tragic 
death. Tight Lips Cold Feet (22) 
up a short, sharp arete is-another 
Vallings creation . The second-last 
remaining aid line, The Lord's 
Prayer, succumbed to a 
concerted effort by Carrigan. In a 
free state, it is 27, and invc:ilves 
laybacking an off-set edge. He 
also climbed a sustained but 
fragile face to give Self 
Expression (26), and a direct start 
to Anti-From at 24. The 
abominably named You Climb 
This I'll Climb Something Else 
(23) by Robert Staszewski tackles 
a dangerously exciting arete, 
unfortunately avoiding the 
obvious direct start. 
Stuart Camps has been 
responsible for a number of new 
routes. Amongst his hardest are 
Slough Stuff(23) and That's Rat 
(23), while brother Scott added 
Face Facts (22) and The Acorn 
Tree (22). Possibly the most 
contrived route at Frog was 
found by Andrew Barry with his 
Bongo Direct (23), utilising a 
variety of side runners in 
neighbouring climbs. His Vis-a
Vie (23) is little better, up an arete 
left of Tardis. Yet another arete 
was climbed by Brian Courtney to 
give Gum Nut (23). 

Western Wall 
Perhaps the most exciting 
discovery in recent years in 
Australian climbing is this 
unpretentious medium-sized 
crag near Frog. Composed of firm 
trachyte, the wall ranges in 
height from 25 to 50 metres, and 
offers the possibility of a hard 
independ.ant line every two or 
three metres for its entire length . 
Whilst new routes invariably 
require extensive preparation 
from above, the 30 odd routes so 
far climbed have more than 
established the worth of this 
practice. 
Ascending a steep prow towards 
the left are two of the most 
impressive routes in Queensland. 
Music for Penguins (26) solved by 
Phil Bigg links good holds via 
hard dynamics, while Vallings 
managed Baron Chunder's Brew 
Mate (26), a similar problem on 
the left. A face further left yielded 
three good routes, Xenabop (22) 

by Stuart Camps climbs a set of 
zebra stripes, while Catch That 
Turd (24) required the 
imagination of Ch under. Between 
the two, In Me I Trust (25) is a 
serious addition by Carrigan, 
who also added Etude in F Sharp 
(24). At the col, a number of 
enjoyable routes were found. 
Louise Shepherd brushed clean 
steaks for Tales of Paua Fritters 
(23) and Prickly au Pair (23) on 
delightfully under-vertical !ock. 
Another Throbbing Squirm (23) 
by Stuart Camps and Watching 
You (22) by Carrigan are similar. 
At the righthand end of the crag, 
the same high quality abounds in 
routes like Therefore Smile (20) 
by Stuart Camps and Tequila 
Sunrise (24) by Ch under. His 
other route here, Slammers, as 
well as its variant are both good 
23 pitches. I'm a Paua Fritter(23) 
excited Vallings, who also added 
the desperately fingery 
Prolonged Eye Contact (26), 
utilising the same bolt to protect 
both. A hideous boulder problem 
was finally figured by Phil Bigg to 
bring Auto da Wot? (24) into 
being, while Compulsory 
Dancing (22) and That's Hip (23) 
resulted from the efforts of Stuart 
Camps. 

Mt. Maroon 
A new crag of surprising quality 
has been discovered on this 
mountain of mediocrity. 
Wedgie's Place is a promising 
column cliff with few easy lines. 
Ejaculatory Powers (22) is the 
classic of the crag, while 
Something Special (23) is a 
varied face and crack climb. Both 
were freed by visiting Japanese 
climber, Takashi Akutagawa. 

Crookneck 
Though neglected for many 
years, Crookneck's east face is 
enjoying a continuing bout of 
recent popularity. Roger Bourne 
found the bizarre layback 
problem of Masturbating on the 
Spear of Destiny (23). Sustained 
face climbing culminates in a 
great roof, while to the right, he 
bridged for survival on Teknoboy 
501 (23), after being dealt a 6m 
groundfall. John Fantini's 
brilliant contribution is 
Lightyears Away (23), which 
launches diagonally leftwards 
across some truly terrifying 
ground. 

Girraween 
Located on the Queensland/New 
South Wales border, this area of 
granite domes has become more 
popular of late. On the first 
Pyramid, Joe Lynch slid up the 
steep slab of Slide Slide Slide 
(23). To its right, Crystal Courts 
(22) and Earth Asylum (22) are 
less sustained, but pleasant 
additions by Stuart Camps. The 
second Pyramid yielded Pretty 
Boy (21) to Staszewski, a serious 
slab crossing Scimitar, while 

Forbidden Street (21) by Bourne 
is one of the best and longest of 
the area. On a nearby large 
boulder, Jorg Wilz, a visiting 
German, top-roped then led 
German Quality, (24) a steep face, 
whilst the crack to its right is The 
Bat (23) by Stuart Camps. 

VICTORIA 
Mt. Arapiles 
Following one of the most 
miserable winters in years, a mild 
spring has heralded much 
activity. To the amazement of all , 
Arapiles continues to produce a 
vast number of high quality 
routes, especially in the upper 
grades. Above India, which has 
recently seen a number of 
repeats, a direct finish was 
climbed by Carrigan. Ethiopia 
(29) is a long, sustained face 
pitch, adding a further 1 Sm of 
desperate climbing to all the hard 
stuff of India. After a year's layoff, 
Geoff Weigand has made a return 
to form, stealing Lincoln 
Shepherd's long outstanding 
problem on Wackford Wall. 
Slinkin' Leopard (28) offers 
continuously fingery climbing for 
the duration. Through the roofs 
of Tjuringa Wall, Lats Have 
Feelings Too (28) is another 
Carrigan discovery. Though 
abounding in big holds, it 
generates a mega-pump. 
On Declaration Crag, Roland 
Foster freed Mike Law's bolting 
extravaganza, renaming it Hit the 
Deck (26). In a free state, it is a 
succession of cruxes between 
jugs. Somewhat shorter, but no 
less problematic is Deck Games 
(26) by Carrigan, which takes a 
thin seam left of Saggitarian. The 
old route Philosopher (25), 
received a direct finish from 
visiting Englishman Steve 
Monks, with no change in grade. 
To the already crowded, left side 
of Central Gully, Carrigan added 
Schnell (26), a thin face route left 
of Life in the Fast Lane, and a 
direct start to Horrorscope (23). 
On Mari Buttress, he also added 
The Best of Hollywood (25) up the 
arete left of Mari, as well as the 
tiny King of the Jungle (25), right 
of Dyslexia. The latter involved 
swinging from a slender sapling 
to place the initial runners. In 
Dreadnought Gully, Simon 
Vallings was responsible for 
Nurse Increases the Sedatives 
(24), a stiff face climb, while 
Martin Scheel bouldered a direct 
start to Stage Right (25). On the 
Plaque area, perhaps the last 
remaining gap was plugged by 
Carrigan with Wilma Holds Her 
Own(26). 
As usual, some outstanding 
climbs have been found on the 
Bluffs. To New Diocese, Foster 
added a Bulk More Direct 
f'erhaps (26), making it totally 
independent from Preservative 
Added. Having few runners, all of 
which are difficult to place, 
makes it a serious lead. Just to 
the left, Carrigan found Bounds 
(26) to be a better protected, but 
more sustained pitch of similar 
quality. The first pitch, Leaps, still 
awaits an ascent! Final Departure 
(27) completes the original 
conception of Station to Station, 
by the addition of a strenous 
direct finish, while Very Anxious 
(26) is a direct start to Anxiety 
Neurosis. Both were climbed by 
Carrigan. On Tiger Wall, Lincoln 
Shepherd finally buried Vanya, 

with Vanya Going Underground 
(25). This supercedes the old 
route Presence, by separating it 
from adjacent climbs via a new 
start and finish. To Stepping Out, 
Foster added a good direct finish 
(24) up a steep arete. 
After a long period of dormancy, 
Castle Crag has again come to 
life. Kieran Loughran made 
people think, with A Cut Above 
(20). This is an exciting high 
traverse from Trapeze to Proco/ 
Harum. On the same face, but at a 
lower level, Carrigan found The 
Low Down (25), after which he 
climbed Think Positive (26), a 
route crossing both traverses. In 
a small gully above Voodoo 
Buttress, I Wanna be Your Dog 
(25) comes from Jack Lattanzio, 
while Chunder was responsible 
for Seething Wells (23). Uncle 
Charlie's Pinnacle received a 
further two additions: Punks at 
the Piles (24), a direct start to 
Purter, and Bridge (24), were both 
the work of Carrigan. A small face 
at the top of the Pharos gully was 
brushed by Louise Shepherd to 
produce two routes: Clap for 
Kiwis (22) looks good, while 
Scouting for Boys (22) is said to 
be worthless! ' ,:, 
A handful of interesting problems 
have appeared in the vicinity of 
Kitten Wall. To the left of Cruel 
Brittania, Weigand aped across a 
superb stepped ceiling to give 
Security Jerks (26) featuring all 
natural protection. In a different 
vein, Hokey Pokey (23) is not an 
icecream, but a totallv. fixed Sm 
ceiling. Established by Ian Anger 
and Terry Tremble, it will 
undoubtedly become a classic. 
On the lower wall, Able-Bodied 
(25) was climbed by Carrigan, to 
the right of Small Creeps. Finally, 
at Mitre Rock some good finds 
were made. On the face right of 
Tayloring a Trend, Carrigan 
cleaned up Tinker Taylor (25), as 
well as the razor-sharp Soldier 
Sai/or(26). He also added Not 
What It Seems (24), while Jon 
Muir led a short flake, Boring 
Boring Boring Boring (24). 

Mt. Stapylton 
Taipan Wall, one of Australia's 
most impressive sandstone faces 
has seen some recent 
developments from Carrigan. 
Towards the lefthand end an 
intermittent flake system is linked 
by Dinosaurs Don't Dyno (26). 
With the crux being a hard dyno 
above protection, there is bound 
to be a surfeit of dinosaurs! Just 
to the right, an aid bolt was 
utilized to overcome the near 
impossible start of Dance of Life 
(24 MO), up a perfect orange 
streak. Right again, a classic arete 
is now The Great Divide (26), with 
several interesting sections. 

ACT 
Booroomba Rocks 
A number of fine routes have 
resulted from the efforts of 
Richard Watts. Certainly his finest 
contribution is the steep face, 
climb, Beau Temps (26), with · 
three bolts. On the slabs, his 
many routes include the 
sustained Space Wasted (24) and 
Mind and Body (22). 
Kim Carrigan 
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WhanganuiBay 
Summer 1984saw Roland Foster 
home in New Zealand and adding 
substantially to the new-route 
count at the Bay. His Grotesque 
(27) on the Main Cliff is possibly 
the hardest route at the Bay. He 
also added Atrocity Exhibition 
(25) and Sense and Sensuality 
(25) to the Main Cliff, Sluggin ' Fer 
Jesus (25), Flesh (25) and Fuck 
the USA (22) to the Shithouse 
Wall, Prayers on Fire (24) to the 
North End Brigade Rosse (24) to 
Lobotomy Buttress and Oily 
Spanking Session (23) to Mystery 
Wall. Controversy rages over 
Chris Morris's Five Finger 
Exercises (21) which Roland 
repeated thinking it was a first 
ascent, grading it 25. Chris says 
that Roland is too short to reach a 
crucial hold and Roland says 
Chris could not have done it ! 
Since then taller climbers have 
also tried and failed. 
Jim Collins got a thrashing with 
Mike Rockell's Jim Takes a Bath 
(19) and Tom Sneldon's Jim Eats 
a Rotten Foetus Burger (21 ). 
Several Jim Collins route names 
have been edited out of NZ 
Alpine Club Publications because 
they thought they referred to the 
Jim Collins airline-pilot killed in 
the Air NZ air-crash in Antarctica! 
Mike Rockell put up the 
spectacular Fawlty Towers (24) 
which follows up the outside of 
Tibia pinnacle on the Main Cliff, 
as well as Jabberwocky (24), 
Shocking Blue (22), Bizarette (23) 
and California Uber Alles (23) on 
the Main Cliff and Heroes (21) in 
the Gorge. Rick McGregor 
climbed the well known corner 
which rises out of the Lake at the 
North End and called it Madcap 
Laughs (26). 
Graeme Aimer starred in a 
memorable solo of the 100ft 
Ouark(23), and also his new 
routes to his credit: Party Party 
(24) and Another Roadside 
Attraction (24) on the Main Cliff, 
Aimless (24), So LA (22) and 
Breakdance (23) on the Plateau, 
Les Kaboys (22) on Mystery Wall 
and Brother Asia (25) in the 
Gorge. He also freed Mellowpuff 
(23) and Treebeard (24). 

The Plateau area has suddenly 
come in for a lot of new face 
routes. Bryce Martin put up 
Childhood's End (24) followed by 
Simon Vallings with 
Manoomanoom (25), 
Kafunkapteschew! (25) and 
Picked The Wrong Week To Give 
Up Chocolate Marshmallowpuffs 
(25). Over winter Grant Davidson 
added Something Outrageous 
(20), Smear Tactics (20) and 
Reckless (19), and Len Gillman, 
Pooh Bum TitFart(19) and Knobs 
and Knockers (20). Len also found 
a new crag on the West Taupo 
road called the Sand Castle and 
put up a new route Bull Shit (21 ). 
On the renowned Lobotomy 
Buttress, Simon Vallings added 
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Above: Simon Va/lings on the first ascent of Free and Lovely (24) at Lake Taupo New Zealand. 
Photo: Jenny Myers. 

two more climbs, The Paregoric 
Paua Fritter Passion (26) and 
Duudoodooduu (21 ). To add 
furtherto his outrageous names 
he did The Big Toastie Pie In The 
Sky Memorial (24) on the new 
Silent But Violent Wall, Requiem 
For A Wrinkle (23·) at the North 
End and EpiEipArpWoosh (22) 
and Picked The Wrong Week To 
Give Up Alpine Climbing (22) on 
the Main Cliff. Simon also put up 
Free and Lovely (24) at Toki Point, 
LakeTaupo. 

Climbing Out of Lake Taupo 
Three new cliffs around the Lake 
edge north of Whanganui Bay 
have been developed. The climbs 
are straight out of the lake, with 
. hanging belays or belays from a 
boat. 

Starline Buttress is the first major 
cliff north of the Bay and was 
developed by Len Gillman. 

Starline (23) is a classic crack
line, and Geriatrix (22), Okey 
Dokey(21), Far From The 
Madding Crowd (24), Grim 
Reaper and His Scythe (22) and 
Jenny Beans (19) are other new 
routes on this cliff. 
On the next cliff, Business 
Buttress, Len Gillman did a 
classic finger-crack Double Time 
(26), and Nine To Five (21 ), and 
Graeme Aimer put up Business 
As Usual (20). 

Te Awaroa Bay which is about 
3km north of the Bay has Odds 
And Evens (20), Flash Or Splash 
(21) and The New Net Goes 
Fishing (23) by Simon Vallings, 

Hello 83 (21) by Ross Ogden and 
Goodbye 82 (21) by Len Gillman. 
Myers Park 
Myers Park above Starline 
Buttress is also accessible from 
the Lake. It was developed by 
Ross Ogden and Len Gillman. 
Ross has put up Theme (20), 
Variation On A Theme (21) and 
Flexing Fat(19), and Len, Blood 
On The Track(19), Kuia (21), 
Dropping Like Flies (20), 
Chocoade (20) and Old Man (25). 

Crag Ha Ha 
A brief flurry occurred at this new 
crag in the Coromandel area. 
John Pawson put up Call It A Day 
(20) and Len Gillman, Leave It Be 
(19) . 

Jenny Myers 



CANADA 

ONTARIO 

The dolomite climbing scene in 
Ontario has seen continuous 
advancement over the past four 
seasons with nearly 300 new 
routes appearing throughout the 
province, primarily at the hands 
of a small group of activists. 
Although many new and difficult 
routes have been put up on the 
local Toronto area crags, the 
most significant development by 
far has been the opening up of a 
new climbing area in the 
Southern Georgian Bay region . 
Dolomite crags in Ontario are 
found almost exclusively along 
the Niagara escarpment which 
winds its way through the 
province for several hundred 
kilometers from Niagara to 
Tobermory. Over most of its 
length, the rock is quite 
unsuitable for climbing but major 
dolomite outcrops occur in the 
Rattlesnake Point area west of 
Toronto, the southern Georgian 
Bay region south of Coll ingwood, 
and along the Bruce Penninsula 
from Owen Sound to Tobermory. 
To date, climbing has been 
confined to the first two areas, 
but it is likely that the aesthetic 
charms of unclimbed cliffs set 
above the crystal clear waters of 
Georgian Bay will attract the 
attention of more climbers 
despite the problems of access, 
chossy rock, mosquitoes, and 
shortage of lines. Fairly extensive 
reconnaissance of some 20 crags 
on the Bruce Penninsula has 
yielded a few interesting new 
route possibilities, but no single 
new crag has the potential to 
equal those already developed 
either in quality of rock or in 
number of routes. 

Southern Georgian Bay 
Rejuvenation of climbing interest 
in this area began in the spring of 
1982 with the "rediscovery" of 
two major crags by Pete Zabrok 
and John Kaandorp. Metcalfe 
Rock (also known as Kolapore 
Crag) and Kimberley Crag (also 
known as Old Baldy) offer 
climbing as excellent as that 
found at Rattlesnake Point, the 
centre of Ontario dolomite 
cl imbing, but w ithout any of the 
crowds or the noise. Both cl iffs 
had seen lim ited attention in th e 
past with only a few aid cl imbs 
and a couple of easy free cl imbs 
having been completed. 
Acting on a "hot tip " late in the 
season, the pa ir along w ith Steve 
DeMaio uncovered yet another 
find, the previously unclimbed 
crag at Devils Glen. Th is was 
subsequently developed in the 
spring of 1983 by Kaandorp and 
DeMaio despite freez ing 
temperatures and copious 
rainfal l. 
In the spring of last yea r, Dave 
Smart and Michelle Lang 
discovered the Catalan Quarry in 

Owen Sound and put up a 
number of short but demanding 
new routes up steep, thinly 
bedded rock. 
The climbing in the Southern 
Georgian Bay region differs 
somewhat from that in the 
Rattlesnake area. Like all 
dolomite outcrops in Ontario 
these cliffs average 20 to 35m in 
height but the rock here is much 
more massively bedded. The 
routes tend to follow the obvious 
lines and involve much crack 
climbing whereas those in the 
Rattlesnake area are often crack 
protected face climbs on more 
thinly bedded rock. On Metcalfe 
Rock, Chas Yonge freed an old 
aid line to give The White of 
Spring (5.8+) which climbs the 
buttress to finish on a pockety 
headwall. El Camino Real (5.8+) 
climbed by Pete Zabrok and John 
Kaandorp follows a superb line 
on the cliff giving laybacking and 
jamming up a steep flake. Zabrok 
also added Escalating Tension 
(5.8+) which follows escalator
like ramps (unusual for dolomite) 
up the face of the pinnacle and 
Denouement (5.7), a steep climb 
up through blocky overhangs 
following nice hand cracks. It's 
Not Every Day (5.9) is an 
attractive crack by Kaandorp who 
also put up Agitez Bien (5.10) 
which follows an immaculate 
layback/finger crack then 
underclings the roof to the 
hanging chimney above. He also 
added Dynamic Duo (5.10+ ), a 
difficult overhanging hand and 
fist crack. Dave Smart climbed 
Say Your Prayers (5.11 ), a very 
sustained but not overly technical 
route up the wall and through the 
roof left of It's Not Every Day. 
On Kimberley Crag, a beautiful 
white outcrop overlooking the 
scenic Beaver Valley, Zabrok 
climbed Resplendence (5.10 - ), a 
superb line following a thin crack 
up the steep face of a pinnacle. 
Kaandorp added Scary Bollocks 
(5.9), an awkward off-width move 
around an overhang and Pig 
Labour (5.10), a slightly overhung 
groove and crack climb. In the 
Black Forest area, DeMaio 
climbed Devil's Tail (5.9) up 
ledges and cracks and Kaandorp 
put up Express Crusader (5.9) . 
At Devil's Glen, DeMaio cl imbed 
Scream Dream (5.9) up a large 
clean corner, Italian Seasoning 
(5.8), an obvious hand crack 
through a small overhang, and 
Tachiana (5.9) following a th in 
flaring crack. Kaandorp put up 
Phoo Phoo Wall (5.9), a shallow 
open book and crack, Rideout 
Crescent (5.8), up the right 
lean ing crack and overhang and 
Naomi James (5.8) , up a 
" staircase" of right leaning 
cracks and ramps notoriously 
devoid of protection. DeMai also 
added Boulevard Circus (5.10) up 
the face and shallow corner and 
Against All Odds (5.10) through 
the notch in the overhang . 

At the Catalan Quarry, Dave 
Smart and Michelle Lang climbed 
Happy Face (5.8) up the beautiful 
block at the entrance of the 
quarry, and Sprung Rhythm (5.9) 
following the finger crack and 
juggy wall. Smart also climbed 
Crown of Thorns (5.10), a classic 
face climb whose quality suffers 
somewhat from its rather 
technical start. 

Rattlesnake Point Area 
Closer to home, Dave Smart put 
up Land (5.11 +) at Rattlesnake 
Point which follows an overhang. 
At Acid Rock he made the first 
ascent of the dynamic Wave 
(5.11 +) which involves 
improbable laybacks and lunges. 
At nearly Buffalo Crag, Smart 
also climbed Brain Salad Surgery 
(5.10) up an open book capped by 
a stepped overhang, and Sad 
Eyed Lady of the Lowlands (5.11 ) 
which involves sustained face 
climbing and stemming up a 
shallow corner. Pain Ingot (5.9) 
by Kaandorp is a serious lead up 
a thin crack and chossy groove as 
is DeMaio's Hydroseal (5.9) 
which follows thin cracks through 
overhangs to a corner. Kaandorp 
also climbed Baby Face (5.10), a 
steep face climb and with DeMaio 
put up a four pitch girdle traverse 
at 5.9. Zabrok's Operation 
Evaporation (5.10) entails a hand 
traverse and mantle followed by 
steep laybacking through an 
overhang. 
At Kelso Crag, Kaandorp finished 
Emasculation (5.9) which takes 
the lower overhang directly then 
climbs the steep wall above. Just 
to the left, Kevin Lawlor put up 
Sci Iopa (5.1 0+ ), an Sm long thin 
crack. One of the most demented 
deeds was Zabrok's first ascent of 
Minus Ten (5.8+ ), a hand crack 
put up when the temperature was 
- 10C! 

Opposite Kelso Crag, a number of 
new routes have been put up on 
Cow Crag including Mud Shark 
Dancing Lesson (5.10) by Dave 
Lanman and Adam Gibbs up the 
wall to the classic inside corner. 
Dave Smart climbed Moby Fly, a 
steep bolt and pin protected face 
climb. Easily visible from 
Rattlesnake Point is the 
previously neglected Mount 
Nemo which outcrops almost 
continuously over its entire 
length of 4 km. It's a bit of a 
jungle along the base of the cliff, 
but there are many fine lines on 
excellent rock. 
On the north end, Pete Reilly put 
up The Big Gulp (5.11 ), an 
amazing roof pitch not unl ike 
Foops in the Gunks. The second 
pitch takes some more 
overhangs at 5.10. Nearby is 
Lawlor's All Chalked Up With No 
Place To Go (5.10+) which is a 
th in crack and face problem . Also 
in the area is Kaandorp's Peanut 
Butter Brothers (5.10+ ) which 
pulls through a couple of 
overhangs and Carnal Sin (5.10+ ) 
which is a severely overhanging 
hand (and foot!) crack. Sister 
Morphine (5.11 + ) by Smart jams 
out beneath a roof and 
awkwardly into a groove. Steve 
DeMaio added Where Eagles 
Dare (5.10) which laybacks up an 
arete to gain the face above, and 
Lenemar (5.9) which cl imbs 
strenuously through a bulge and 
delicately up the face above. On 
the North-West End of Nemo, 
DeMaio and Rick Susgin climbed 
Incarceration (5.10) through the 

hand crack in the roof and 
Anathema (5.10) following 
overhanging corners. 
On Nemo 's central section 
Axolotl (5.9+) by Yonge climbs a 
"sentry box" corner to gain the 
face and finished through the 
crack in the roof. Nearby is 
Kaandorp's intimidating 
lguanadon (5.10+) which gains . 
the steep face by means of a 
strenuous layback. Farther south 
is Tender Passion (5.11) by 
DeMaio which finishes through 
the overhang via a hand and 
finger crack. Zabrok's Brachiation 
(5.10} is a unique route which 
climbs a steep hand crack to 
finish with an exposed pull over 
the final roof. Adam (aid} Gibbs 
and friends were busy this past 
winter putting up Monty Piton 's 
Flying Circus and Space Cadet 
Special, two outrageous A3 lines 
through the huge roof left of 
Dufte. 

In the old Nemo Quarry, 
Delusions of Grandeur (5.8) by 
Kaandorp climbs a blank looking 
wall while his Whore of Brisbane 
(5.10) takes the steep finger crack. 
Just left is Salon Kitty (5.11}. a 
thin crack and face climb by 
Smart. Towards the south end of 
Nemo is Strike One (5.10), a steep 
jam crack by Rob Chisnall and 
Brian Baxter who were 
responsible for many new routes 
at Kingston Mills and Ganonoque 
in the eastern part of the 
province. 
A number of new routes have 
recently been put up on the south 
end of Nemo primarily through 
the efforts of one dedicated 
individual. Steve DeMaio has 
now established some 30 new 
routes on Nemo, most in the 
south end and many led solo 
using a self belaying system. 
Fly Away Dream (5.9+) climbs a 
clean inside corner around an 
overhang while Call of the Wild 
(5.9+} involves stemming up a 
superb overhanging dihedral 
complete with finger crack. Cloud 
Cover (5.8+) climbs through the 
"hourglass" pulling the overhang 
on the right and Sublimation (5.8) 
follows corners to a roof with a 
hand crack. (All routes by 
DeMaio, self belayed lead.} With 
Kaandorp he put up Step 'n Time 
(5.9) which wanders through 
corners and overhangs and 
Weebles (5.9+ ), a sustained route 
which climbs the overhanging 
"sentry box" corner and the 
steep face above, Left of Weebles 
he added Pumpster (5.10) which 
climbs a steeply overhanging 
inside corner then lay backs the 
thin flake above. 

The past four years of dolomite 
climbing in Ontario have seen a 
continuous flurry of new routes, 
mostly at the hands of a small 
group of activists, dedicated 
climbers who don't mind a bit of 
jungle bashing in order to pick a 
plum or two. Nevertheless the 
future of Ontario dolomite 
climbing will be determined by 
the willingness of climbers to 
continue their search for new 
lines on the more remote crags in 
the province. It is likely the next 
few seasons will reveal dozens of 
"new" crags, but the nature of 
these undeveloped crags 
suggests that each crag may 
have only a small handful of 
routes, and that most of these 
routes will be 5.10 or harder. 
PeteZabrok 
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GREAT BRITAIN 

PEMBROKE 
The usual surge of new route 
activity around Easter was once 
again focussed on Huntsman's 
Leap. Gary and Phil Gibson found 
two more fine routes right of 
Mythical Monsters - Meet the 
Monster Tonight, E3,6a and The 
Honey Monster, E2,5c, the latter 
being the most amenable route 
on the 'monster face' . Other 
Gibson routes on the East side of 
the Leap include Larkhi/1, E2,5c, a 
line above the cave right of Down 
and Out, The Beast from the 
Undergrowth, E1 ,5b, an already 
popular line right of Wrap-Up, 
Specimen Hunter, E4,6a, an 
excellent direct version of Quiet 
Waters, and The Pulsebeat, 
E5,6b, a superb pitch up the 
smooth-looking wall left of Strap
Up. 
The imposing West side of 
Huntsman's Leap has also come 
into its own after years of 
speculation on its possibilities. 
Pat Littlejohn and Tony Penning 
made an eventful, on-sight 
ascent of Darkness at Noon, 
E4,6a, the obvious leftward-rising 
ramp near the zawn entrance, 
and one of the best and hardest 
routes in Pembroke fell to 
Littlejohn and Martin Moran 
when they climbed the smooth, 
scooped groove 50 ft. left of 
Witch-Hunt to give Terminal 
Twilight, E6,6c. It will be 
interesting to see if any harder 
first ascent in the U.K. is ever 
made without chalk. The 
impressively smooth wall right of 
Head-Hunter was also climbed by 
Littlejohn (using chalk for the first 
time) to give a very technical and 
sustained pitch - White Hotel, 
E5,6c. To the right of Bloody 
Sunday Gibson added the 
excellent Just Another Day, 
E4,6a, which takes an obvious, 
natural line of pre-placed 
threads! 
There have been many high 
quality discoveries elsewhere in 
Pembroke. The impressive area 
of rock known as The Arches on 
Forbidden Head yielded two 
routes to Littlejohn - Hungry 
Heart, E4,6b, the compelling line 
up the centre of the wall, and 
Sweet Dreams, E4,6b, an 
unlikely-looking line to its right. 
Both are on immaculate iron
hard limestone which is a joy to 
climb. In nearby No-Mans Zawn 
(which now has instant access 
from a clifftop car park) the 
remarkable sheer face right of 
White Woman now sports two 
superlative wall climbs - Pan, 
E4,6a, which starts up a 
rightward-slanting break then 
links a series of natural 
weaknesses and friendly holds, 
and Nineteen Eighty Four, E5,6c, 
a brilliant pitch up the 
considerably steeper and 
smoother face to its right. Both 
are the work of Littlejohn and 
Tony Penning. On the opposite 
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Opposite Top: Adam Hudson making the second ascent of The Italian Job (E3 6a), Lundy. 
Photo: Gary Gibson. 
Opposite Bottom: Bernhard Schmid leading Das Messer (9-/9), Frankenjura. Photo: Stefan Glowacz. 

wall, Lyndsey Foulkes and John 
Matthews climbed Los Diablos, 
E2,5b, a fine atmospheric pitch, 
and Little Cherub, VS,4c, an 
obvious corner/ramp giving the 
easiest exit. The elegant face 
crack opposite White Women is 
Linda's Pillar, E2,5b, climbed by 
Penning and Foulkes and named 
after Tony's wife who waited on 
the clifftop in imminent danger of 
giving birth! 
Back in the Range, Littlejohn and 
Foulkes added a major route to 
Mewsford Point in the form of 
The Shining, E4,6a/b, which takes 
the steep, white buttress left of 
The Voyage Out, and a very 
enjoyable climb on the face to the 
left of Roving Eye on St. Govan's 
Head - Wam;iering Star, E3,5c. 
The Gibson brothers found an 
excellent pitch on the slab right of 
Time Out - Gazebo, E3,5a, slotted 
another in on the slab right of 
Keel Haul - I See No Ships, E4,6a, 
and forced a hard pitch up the 
wall right of High Pressure - The 
Honeymoon Killers, E5,6a. Simon 
Nadin made his mark in 
Pembroke over the Easter period 
by repeating many hard routes, 
including Boss Hogg and Crime 
and Punishment, eliminating the 
rest point from the latter. 
On a daytrip to the almost 
forgotten North coast, Littlejohn 
and Malcolm Campbell climbed a 
fine direct route crossing Barad -
Gale Force Zero, E3,5c, and 
discovered a little classic in a new 
zawn just East of Mur Cenhinen, a 
striking corner line named 
Cornish Cream, E2,5b. 

GOWER PENINSULA 
Andy Sharp and John Harwood 
have been very active recently, 
discovering many difficult, high 
quality pitches. At Pennard they 
added Arosfa, E3,6a, which 
climbs the aid route Tin Tak free, 
The Throb, E4,6a, which takes the 
curving groove at the left end of 
the Middle Tier, Knucklefluster, 
E3,5c, the wall between Beta and 
Beta Plus, and Bald Eagle, E4,6a, 
the superb, much-eyed groove 
above Timorous Tarzan. At 
Mewslade the same team 
climbed Crank the Hummer, 
E3,6a, a fine pitch up the thin 
crack between V-Groove and Cut 
Across Shortly. 
The Conservative Club Crag has 
been brought to maturity with 
two additions by Steve Lewis and 
Al Richardson. Lewis led 
Hurricane, E4,6a, the impressive 
slab right of Out of the Blue, and 
Richardson led the fine arete 
which bounds the crag on the left 
to give Cortez the Killer, E2,5c. 
Two of Gower's 'last great 
problems' were picked off by 
Littlejohn in May. Outstanding in 
quality and difficulty is 
Masterpiece, E6,6b, the 
immaculate white arete to the 
right of Errant at Mewslade. This 
was climbed with Malcolm 

Campbell and is surely a classic 
for the 1990's. Also superb is Mac 
the Knife, E4,6b, the thin, slanting 
crack in the wall right of Great 
Slab at Caswell, climbed with 
Chris Hurley. Littlejohn and 
Hurley also added Thriller, E3/ 
4,6a, on the left side of Giants 
Cave, an excellent pitch which 
partly free-climbs Twm Shon 
Catti. 

OGMORE AND INLAND 
S.E. WALES 

Ogmore now has a prime face 
climb (overhanging of course) on 
the impending wall of perfect, 
compact rock between Wipeout 
and Nyth. Called Right Little 
Raver, E5,6b, it was climbed by 
Littlejohn and Martin Moran. 
Littlejohn and John Mothersele 
(the original discoverer of 
Ogmore) found another fine 
piece of climbing on the hanging 
face right of Fingerprint - Thumbs 
Up, E3,6a. 
The impressive steep groove and 
overhang left of Siren was 
climbed by Mick Learoyd and 
Graham Royle giving Hired Gun 
(E3 6a) and the wall right of Siren 
gave Fair Exchange (E3 5c - Roy 
Thomas and J. Bullock) which 
traverses in to taken an 
overhanging crack. Several 
routes have been altered by 
rockfall, notably Midnight 
Cowboy, a classic VS, now a 
not-so-classic E3 5c and Cheap 
Trick (HVS) which has been 
replaced by The Bills The Bills (E2 
5b - Littlejohn and Choe Brookes). 
At Llangattock, Penning 
straightened out his own route 
Cry Havoc with a fine direct 
finish, and added another pitch at 
Taffs Well crossing the steep face 
above Sub Wall - Crime Minister, 
E2,5b. On the Bridge wall at Cefn 
Coed, Andy Sharp free-climbed 
Ping to give a desperate little 
problem - Mad Dogs, E3,6b/c, and 
Steve Lewis added Rust Never 
Sleeps at a similar ~tandard. This 
wall now provides some superb 
little test-pieces. · 
Pat Littlejohn 

LUNDY 
With the incentive of a new 
guidebook and a spell of very fine 
weather over the summer 
months, Lundy has yielded many 
new routes of high quality, 
mostly the work of Gary Gibson. 
In the Arch Zawn area Stu Brown 
and Tudor Griffiths climbed a 
direct line from the start of 
Rainbow to give Late City Extra 
(HVS 5a) . Slightly south a new 
zawn between Short Story and 
Phantom was discovered by 
Martin Wilson and Andy Perkins, 
yieldinQ two routes. Winston's 
Bogey (VS 4c) climbs a groove 
and stepped ledge system on the 

left side of the face and Squatter 
and The Ant (E2 5c) takes the wall 
and crack to the right. In Phantom 
Zawn itself Hyperspace Bypass 
(VS 4c) takes the left side of the 
face of Dark Power. 
On The Diamond, A Widespread 
Ocean of Fear has become a 
popular classic, and Gary Gibson 
with Simon Whalley, Matt Ward 
and Adam Hudson plugged a gap 
to its right with Smear? No Fear 
(E4 6a) a brilliant pitch requiring 
steel toes. On The Devil's Slide 
Whalley squeezed in Fear of 
Faust (HVS 4c) right of Satan's 
Slip with Hudson and just round 
the corner again Gibson climbed 
the first route on the main face of 
The Parthenos; Cithaeron (E4 6a) 
a tremendous route with 
sustained climbing. On Picnic 
Bay Cliff Time for Tina (HVS 5a) 
takes a light coloured slab on the 
right hand wall by Grant Bennett 
and Chris Gilbert. Nearby 
Dihedral Zawn also yielded a new 
route when Perkins and Wilson 
climbed the groove opposite 
Dihedral ; What's the Worst Job 
You Ever Had (E1 5a). 

The true immaculate slab of The 
Egyptian Slabs was created when 
Gibson and Ward climbed the 
centre of Immaculate Slab to give 
Immaculate Misconception (E2 
5c) . Doug Kerr got in on the 
action here with Sandy Wilkie 
climbing the right edge of The 
Gem to give The Ride and The 
View (E 1 5c). Above on The 
Cheeses, Kerr with Mick Snell 
and Paul Harrison created Wash 
and Brush Up (E1 5b) up a crack 
and wall in the pouring rain! 
Round in Deep Zawn Steve 
Boyden and Harrison free 
climbed Supernova at E4 5c,4c,6a 
after a day of sieging and Gibson 
with Whalley climbed the 
magnificent direct continuation 
of Stone Tape to give Play 
Genetics (E4 5b,5c,5a) another 

, three star route! On The Devil's 
Chimney Boyden and Harrison 
created Eye of The Needle (E2 5c) 
up the north side of the stack. 

On the more accommodating 
cliffs Gibson turned to Beef 
Buttress to create Oxtail Soup left 
of Brisket with Jose Welsh and 
Ward (VS 4c) and on Flying 
Buttress Under The Bridge, again 
by Gibson, this time with 
Whalley, climbs the wedge
shaped buttress right of Val/um 
at E2 5b and Peanut Power by 
Boyden and Harrison climbs the 
slab left of McVitie Man at E3 6b. 

The centre of the slab right of 
Diamond Solitaire, done in part 
before, was climbed in its entirety 
by Whalley and G.ibson to give 
Double Diamond (HVS 5b) but 
the most important route here 
was the climbing of the stunning 
right arete by Gibson, Ward and 
Whalley at E5 6a; Cullinan uses a 
bolt runner but gives an amazing 
route. Underneath these climbs 



Harrison and Boyden free 
climbed Capuccino Variation 
Finish at HVS 5a. 
The Landing Craft bay cliffs also 
came in for their usual blitz. 
Hudson lead Ward up his own 
cleaned line on the left side of the 
slab at the left end of St Patrick's 
Buttress to give Ocean Rain (E2 
5b) and Gibson climbed the 
centre of the slab to give Matt 
Black (E3 5c) with Ward, Hudson 
and Whalley. This was the first 
route of a historic week. Ward 
continued his cleaning efforts by 
continuing direct up the long 
corner of Shamrock to give 
Leprachauner (HVS 5b) with 
Hudson. On First Buttress North 
Gibson, Ward, Hudson and 
Whalley climbed the left arete of 
Road Runner to give a 
companion in Wi/ft E. Coyote (E3 
5c). Much more impressive 
however and now the island's 
hardest route is Simon Nadin's I 
Scream (E6 6b) between Road 
Runner and Ice; a serious pitch. 
On the normally neglected First 
Buttress South three new routes 
were dug out; The Kyalami Caper 
(E2 5c) takes twin cracks and a 
groove o.n the left side of the 
buttress care of Harrison and 
Boyden. Better is a climb up the 
left wall of Formula One by 
Gibson, Ward and Whalley: The 
Italian Job (E3 6a). In the side wall 
of Formula One and after a big 
"sweeping" session Indy 500 
came into being (E2 5b) thanks to 
Gibson, Welsh, Ward, Whalley 
and Hudson. Lastly Whalley, 
Gibson and Hudson climbed 
Tame Zone up the thin crack right 
of Garden Rake on Sunset 
Promontory at E1 5b. 
Gary Gibson. 

GERMANY 

FRANKENJURA 
The Schellneckwand in the 
Altmuhl Valley, opposite the little 
village of Altessing, has 
developed into the area of 
Germany with the largest 
concentration of grade 9 routes, 
especially if one takes into 
account the routes on the 
neighbouring Schellneckpfeiler, 
where there are two more hard 
routes, Cool Eh? (9) and The Face 
(10-). 

The Schellneckwand emerged 
from obscurity in 1983 when 
Wolfgang Gullich put up Mr. 
Magnesia (9) and Jerry Moffatt 
added The Face on the 
neighbouring Pillar. 1984 saw a 
major new route boom as top 
German climbers made their 
mark here with several very 
difficult routes: Michael Kiess 
and Jakob Kiisbauer added 
lmmer auf die Kleinen (9-). a 
short boulder problem on the left 
hand end of the wall, and just 
right of this Sepp Gschwendtner 
climbed his Sachsenperle (Pearl 
of Saxony) (7 +/8+ ). Hans 
Brunner, one of the most active 
pioneers in the Altmuhl Valley, 
added Muldenkipper (9-) which 
has a very difficult friction 
sequence high on the route. Right 
again is the prominent crack of 
Krumme, Hals (Cricked Neck) (8) 
and Brunner climbed a 35 metre 
stamina problem to the right of 
this, Wehe Wenn Sie Losgelassen 
(9). Right again are Mr. Magnesia 

(9) and Kiess's route Tag der 
Offenen Tur (Open Day) (9+). the 
crux of the latter a relatively short 
but extremely difficult balance 
problem, easier for the tall. 
Jerry Moffatt's New Wave which 
somewhat inexplicably ends at a 
prominent bolt above the crux in 
the middle of the wall was 
completed by Stefan Glowacz, 
who gave the route a new finish 
and a new name: Mosaik(9). 
Jakob Kiisbauer was successfu I 
in climbing a short but difficult 
route right of Mosaik up to the 
prominent cave. Bernhard 
Schmid put up Das Messer, a 
9-/9 route up the big wall to the 
right, offering hard climbing on 
finger pockets left of the obvious 
promontory. To the right of this 
Hans Brunner did the first free 
ascent of Regensburger Crack, 
renaming it Feuerwerk (8+ ), as 
well as the first free ascent of the 
Sigi Low Gedachtnisweg (8+ ). 
Above the gully on the righthand 
side of the Schellneckwand are a 
further two extremely worthwhile 
routes: Hans Brunner's Im 
Hinterhof(8) and the strenuous 
Schokoladeseite (9- ). 
Also in the Altmuhl Valley, 
Wolfgang Gullich climbed an 
often tried face problem on 
Kastlwand: Kanai im Riicken 
(Channel in the back) (10). He 
tried the route several days 
before succeeding. The hardest 
route in Germany so far, it awaits 
a second ascent. Leading 
German climber, Sepp 
Gschwendtner, was once again 
active on the opposite side of the 
valley: on Ouaderwand he 
completed his long tried Zombie 
and graded it 10- (a fine present 
for his 40th birthday, which he 
had celebrated just two weeks 
before). Wolfgang Gullich, who 
did the second ascent, confirmed 
the grade. For Gschwendtner it 
was a dream come true: "Just 
once in my life, I wanted to do a 
first ascent in that grade", he 
said. Not too far away, on 
Biirenkopf, he did a direct finish 
of his Nr. 1 (9) (see also Mountain 
97, page 13): Eins mit Stern (One 
With Star) was the result (9+ ). 
On Prunner Wand Hans Brunner, 
one of the most active climbers in 
Germany was successful with 
Eiszeit (Ice Age), a difficult and 
strenuous face problem. Close to 
Prunner Wand, on Prunner Turm, 
he climbed Ruhe vordem Sturm 
(Quiet Before the Storm) (9), a 
boulder problem route to the left 
of the extreme classic 
Oberbayerische Analyse (8). 
Infusion was Brunner's addition 
on Muhltor. He graded it 9, a few 
ascentionists confirmed the 
grade. 
Gullich was active in the northern 
Frankenjura with a bunch of new 
routes on Rotenstein: Meddle (9), 
Geht (9) and Atom Heart Mother 
(9 or B1 ). The last one is a hard 
boulder problem which was done 
first by Norbert Batz. On 
Gossweinsteiner Wiinde, where 
Sautanz (Pigdance) and a few 
other routes are located, Michael 
Schlotter did a new route to the 
left of Humbug, to give Katapult 
(9), which was soon repeated by 
British climber Ben Moon, during 
his two week visit to the 
Frankenjura last year. It seems• 
that the Frankenjura will become 
more popular with British 
climbers, who are beginning to 
realise the excellent climbing 
possibilities in this area. 
Bernhard Schmid 
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OBITUARIES 
Helicopter Crash Kills Hiebeler and Kunaver 

Toni Hiebeler (1924-1984) 
On 2nd November 1984the 
helicopter carrying Toni Hiebeler 
and his companions - his wife 
Traudl and two Yugoslavians, the 
renowned mountaineer Ales 
~unaver and the pilot Gorazd 
Sturm - crashed with fatal 
consequences between Jesenice 
and Bled in Slovania. After 
several helicopter flights over the 
West and Central Alps, Toni 
wished to fly over the Julian Alps 
in order to take some shots for a 
book of aerial alpine 
photography. Only a few days 
earlier we had been inspired by 
his talk of the beauty of these 
flights and on the flight to the 
Triglav range he had taken along 
his wife and Ales Kunaver, that 
they might share the experience. 
Before they even reached the 
mountains, the helicopter 
crashed and, despite every 
conceivable medical endeavour, 
there were no survivors. The 
cause as yet remains unknown. 
For more than thirty years Traudl 
Hiebeler was Toni's dearest 
companion, not only as mother 
to their three children Mathias 
(31 ), Antoinette (25) and Andre 
(24) but also putting up with is 
bouts of 'daftness', as he once 
referred to them; certainly not 
always an easy task. With her 
support he grew to be one of the 
most charismatic and influential 
characters ever to make his mark 
on the development of modern 
mountaineering. 
In 1933, at the age of nine, Toni 
Hiebeler had already started 
climbing . In his bookAbenteuer 
Berg he describes this callow 
youth as a "good-for-nothing" 
and, indeed, the war years and 
after were for him not only a time 
of external conflict but also of 
inner confusion, years of 
helplessness, of searching, a time 
during which he did not know 
what best to do with his life. 
When he finally found the life 
style he had been looking for, as 
editor and mountaineering 
author, he soon enjoyed the 
reputation of a man who knew 
how to work in a circumspect and 
disciplined manner, possessed of 
an impressive fund of ideas. He 
did not flinch from quarrels, 
where he deemed them 
necessary. This, to the regret of 
his publisher, affected first and 
foremost his relations with the 
German Alpine Club, for him a 
dusty old band of Philistines. The 
ripples of those, mostly 
constructive, affrays have long 
since died away. 
Toni's list of climbing 
achievements range from the 
most difficult routes in the 
Riitikon, his home ground, and 
significant ascents in the 
Gesiiuse and Dolomites, to 
routes such as the North East 
face of the Padile, the Grand 
Capucin and the Walker Spur. 
During the 1950s he was one of 
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the leading young mountaineers 
of the day, with a total of more 
than fifty first ascents to his 
name. In mountaineering circles 
international attention was first 
drawn to Toni in 1961 with his 
first winter ascent of the Eiger 
North Face followed, in 1963, by 
the NW Face of the Civetta in 
winter, a route he called 'the high 
point of (his) climbing life'. 
Naturally, he was not alone on 
these routes but with good and 
able friends, yet he was the 
driving force and it was he who 
planned so precisely both 
undertakings. As Toni never left 
anything to chance he even went 
so far as to have the famous 
"Eiger Triplex" boot specially 
made for him by one of the best 
German boot-makers, in order to 
reduce the danger of frostbite. 
The Hiebeler bivi-tent is a further 
example of the innovative 
equipment he designed. 
As the editor of several climbing 
magazines, Toni Hiebeler set 
standards for others .to aspire to. 
Bergkamarad, from the 
mountaineering publishers 
Rother, was the first. Then came 
his revamped Alpinismus, a 
magazine which for many years 
was the exemplary 
mountaineering publication, not 
only within German-speakding 
countries, then Bergsteiger and 
finally, from 1983, the Swiss bi
monthly Berge. 
Through these magazines Toni 
contributed to that mood of 
safety-consciousness out of 
which, in 1968, there emerged 
the German Alpine Club's (DAV) 
Safety Council, a body (perhaps 
the most important) which had 
long since found emulation in 
other mountaineering countries. 
Toni often pointed out the 
dangers to others of setting a bad 
example, a question which is 
today all too lightly dismissed, 
and I recall countless discussiom 
and symposia which Toni 
prepared, to which he actively 
contributed or over which he, 
with wit and charm, presided. 
The fostering of international 
climbing relations was always 
one of Toni's most earnest 
desires, and through the written 
and spoken word, Toni sowed 
seeds which have long since 
borne fruit. At the Trento Film 
Festival, where he was among 
the panel of judges, and through 
his lecture tours in Eastern and 
Western States, Toni kept up this 
supra-national work. The summit 
of his achievements came in 1981 
and 1982 with his appeal for 
donations and provision of 
material aid to a stricken Poland. 
I always admired his all-round 
sporting talents: which included 
sailing trips across the 
Mediterranean to Alexandria and 
the Atlantic, often with Traudl as 
his faithful companion. He found 
danger and excitement in white
water canoeing and made 
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Ales Kunaver 

countless hang-gliding flights. 
On another occasion he crossed 
the Alps in a hot-air balloon. Yet 
he always returned unscathed 
from these adventures. Skiing, in 
all its forms, fascinated him for 
many years : he received acclaim 
for his new "haute routes" in the 
Dolomites, Engadine and Wallis 
and there was scarcely an alpine 
cross-country ski marathon in 
which he did not take part, a sport 
which also took him to Sweden, 
where he successfully competed 
in the Wasa race. And finally 
there was Toni's and Traudl's 
love of long mountain walks -
only recently they 
enthusiastically recounted to us 
their several days' walk through 
the Vintschgau. All of these 
colourful experiences were 
documented and well
photographed in some thirty 
successful books. 
After the loss of Toni, for us, the 
question remains: what do we 
hope for in our lifetime? 
Fraternity, companionship, 
marriage and family certainly 
come first. Only a very few are 
able, by their essential actions, to 
reach out beyond themselves 
and create values which will 
outlive them and there can be no 
doubt that to win the recognition 
and approval of one's peers is 
satisfying indeed. It is a 
legitimate and deeply human 
desire. Toni Hiebeler belonged to 
those favoured few who have 
found all this in good measure; 
through him his wife, Traudl, and 
he through her. 
For this, all of us who knew them 
look back and are grateful. 
Dietrich Hasse 

Ales Kunaver (1935-1984) 
Yugoslavia lost one of its most 
prominent mountaineers in the 
same tragic helicopter accident 
which killed Toni Hiebeler. Born 
on June 23, 1935 and educated in 
Ljubljana, he started climbing at 
13, introduced by his father Pavel 
Kunaver. He made several first 
ascents in his home mountains 
(the Sfinga Route on the Triglav 
and others). He was one of the 
pioneers of modern winter 
climbing, making first winter 
ascents of the Triglav north face 
(Cop Pillar, Long German Route) 
during the 50's. In 1959 he 
completed a winter traverse of 
the ridge of the Kamniske Alps. 
He then turned to expedition 
activity. In 1960 he was a member 
of the first Yugoslav Himalaya 
Expedition and made first 
ascents ofTrisul II (6690m) and 
Trisul Ill (6170m). Soon Kunaver 
made a distinguished name for 
himself as a talented expeditions 
leader. In 1968 he led the 
Yugoslav Hindu Kush expedition 
and the next year he organised 
and led the Annapurna II and IV 
expedition, making their third 
ascent of Annapurna IV (7524m). 

In 1972 and 1975 he was leader of 
expeditions to Makalu, 
pioneering the magnificent South 
Face Route, having personally 
reached a height of 8000m. His 
1981 Lhotse South Face 
expedition managed to solve a 
large part of this famous 
problem, however the summit 
was not reached. His expeditions 
were reported in books on 
Makalu (1973) and Lhotse (1982). 
Being an engineer, Kunaver 
contributed to the development 
of mountaineering equipment. 
He was a lover of Himalayan 
countries, and initiated the 
building of a school for Sherpa 
guides at Manang (Nepal). He 
represented Yugoslavia in the 
UIAA and other international 
organisations. Being nearly 50 he 
still climbed regularly in the Alps, 
often with his daughter Vlasta 
Kunaver- in 1983 they completed 
the traverse of the Peuterey ridge 
of Mont Blanc. Ales proved to be 
a keen mountaineer, a good 
friend to us all, a calm and 
unselfish companion. He will be 
remembered not only by those 
who had the good luck to know 
him. 
J6zefNyka 

Ang Dorjee Sherpa 

Ang Dorjee Sherpa began 
climbing in 1973 at the age of 23. 
On his 6th expedition, in 1978, he 
succeeded in reaching the 
summit of Everest without 
oxygen. 
During a total of 18 expeditions, 
he reached the summits of 
Lamjung, Putha Hiunchuli, 
Tilicho, Manaslu, Annapurna 4, 
Annapurna 1, Kangchenjunga 
and Everest. 
Last spring with the Indian 
Expedition, he reached the 
summit of Everest for the second 
time without oxygen; the only 
man apart from Reinhold 
Messner to have done th is. 
In some ways, he had become a 
prisoner of his own success: 
ambitious climbers would bid for 
him to be on their expeditions, 
knowing he was one of the best 
people to get them to the top. 
In post-monsoon 1984 he went 
back to Everest with the 
controversial "Nepal Police 
Sagarmatha Clean-up 
Expediton". His body, and that of 
his companion Jogindur Thapa, 
were found above camp 5. 
To those who knew him, it wasn't 
so important that he was one of 
the greatest Himalayan 
mountaineers of this time - and 
Dorjee himself wasn't one to 
boast of his achievements, it was 
his honesty and integrity, his 
optimism and cheerfulness, that 
made him a person of rare 
quality; a good friend and a sad 
loss. 
Elaine Brook 
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BIG IN JAPAN 
by Chris Gore 

Traditionally Japanese climbers have 
always been mountaineers, for many years 
practising the noble art of kamekasi climb
mg (with great skill I might add!) Talk to 
any climber about the Japanese and he will 
shudder, remembering only their alpine 
antics, adventurous new routes up obvious 
avalanche channels, or overburdened and 
underscheduled expeditions. But as with 
any country with a long alpine history, 
there is always a faction group waiting to 
break out, to aspire to greater things. Such 
aspirations can be directed the wrong way, 
towards Himalayan climbing or the right 
way towards the divine art of rock
climbing, or free-climbing as it is termed in 
Japan. High standard free-climbing is not 
commonly associated with Japan or the 
climbers within, but contrary to belief it is 
a sport in which a handful of talented 
climbers have been participating for a short 
number of years and are now attaining the 
highest levels. 

Up until 1979 the highest standard rock
climbing in Japan was 5.9{HVS - El). The 
big leap in standards occurred after N aoki 
Toda and Noriyuki Hirata returned from 
the Yosemite Valley, armed with an 8mm 
movie film of John Bachar climbing the 
very difficult Midnight Lightning on Col
umbia boulder. Pictures of this were pub
lished in the Jaeanese climbing magazine 
Iwa To Yuki (Rock and Snow), which 
consequently inspired the contemporary 
climbers to train and improve on existing 
standards. All this happened within a very 
brief period and the following year (1980) 
routes of 5.10 grade had been established. 
One of the first of these was Crazy Jam on 
Thumb pinnacle in Ogawa Yama, and such 
was the jump in standards that this route is 
stiU graded 5.10d, making it considerably 
harder than anything else that had been 
done previously. 

More 5.ll's were soon to follow at 
Ogawa Yama, the product of the same 
handful of climbers, usually those that had 
been to Yosemite and learnt modem crack 
climbing techniques. At the forefront of 
this group was Naoki Toda, now 34. A 
dedicated_ climber and former gymnast, his 
impressive mountaineering career in Japan 
and other alpine areas, including Chamo
nix, culminated in an ascent of Chan
gaaabang, an expedition Jed by Toda. 
Whilst visiting America he realised that 
Japan also had the potential for hard 
sustained routes similar to those in Yose
mite so upon his return he set to work to 
produce such routes . Mainly basing his 
activities in the Okuchichibu mountains, 
areas such as Ogawa Yama and Mizuga
kuyama, Toda was the first to climb 5 .12 in 
Japan, the second pitch of the old aid route 
Haru Urara, on the Mattan-heki wall at 
Mizugakuyama during May of 1981. Fol
lowing this ascent, although the number of 
active free-climbers increased, nobody else 
could improve on Toda's standards, until 
in 1983 a young and talented climber 
named Isao Ikeda started to work on a 
fine-looking crack line at Ogawa Yama. 
Eventually he succeeded on the route, 
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Above: The Author fighting with Super Imjin (5.12) on the Mattan-heki wall of 
Mitzugakuyama. 
Opposite Page: Jerry Moffatt hastily arranging protection on Spider's Thread (5.1 lb), 
same crag. These and other photographs: Masanori Hashina. 





thinking it hard enough to warrant 5.12 
(now 5. llc/d) and called it Imjin, his first 
of many new routes. Ikeda is now a 
full-time climber who lives in Ogawa 
Yama, instructing when he can get work, 
and climbing when he can't. He is probably 
Japan's leading climber, who along with 
Seiji Hotchi and a few others is bringing 
rock-climbing in Japan up-to-date with the 
rest of the world. 

I had the privilege of visiting Japan in 
September of this year, along with Jerry 
Moffatt, at the invitation of RCC 2 (the 
Japanese version of the AC but with 
climbers) to demonstrate high standard 
free-climbing. I thought I'd be leaving this 
up to Moffatt, as only three months before 
we were due to leave I'd been demonstrat
ing high standard free-falling at Pen 
Trwyn, breaking a wrist and ankle in the 
process. As a result, I was incapacitated for 
two months and the remaining month 
before we left was one frenzied training 
session. 

Our visit was to last only eighteen days, 
with a three week schedule crammed into 
it, including four days of travelling to and 
from Japan, a journey that cannot be 
recommended unless under heavy seda
tion. Sad to say, the majority of our time 
was spent travelling, for although there are 
no great distances in Japan, there is a great 
number of people, the majority of whom 
own cars, and this leads to constant traffic 
jams. Originally we would ask the distance 
to an area; 300km never sounded far, but 
after six hours it seemed twice that dis
tance, so we soon learnt to ask how long it 
took to get to an area, often being told two 
to three hours then arriving in four. We 
arrived at Narita airport amid environmen
tal demonstrations, intensely humid condi
tions and, worst of all, rain. After much 
confusion we were greeted by some of our 
hosts, including Yoshinobu Suda, the 
chairman of the Grading Committee and of 
RCC2. As we could never remember 
Japanese names, or get our tongues round 
the pronunciation, we either gave people 
nicknames or shortened versions of their 
own name; in Suda's case he was known as 
the Big Boss. With him were Noriyuki 
Hirata (Nori) who was to be our interpre
ter, and Yoshiro Nakayma (Yosi) who had 
been given various other nicknames by 
previous foreign visitors - among these 
were Ghengis Khan and Kamekasi; the 
latter he tried his utmost to live up to. 

After more introductions and a fitful 
night's sleep we were whisked off to 
Ogawa Yama; I say whisked, it took us 7 
hours to get there, to be greeted by many 
intrigued onlookers and sheet rain. After 
three days of travelling all we really wanted 
to do was climb and fortunately for us one 
route stayed dry, even in the pouring rain. 
Little did we know that our visit had been 
highly publicised; what's more the 
weekend of our arrival coincided with a 
public holiday. I'd never seen so many 
people crammed into one area. As soon as 
we were out of the door of our five star 
hotel our eyes were blinded by flash guns, 
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Below: Moffatt about to get his cumuppance during one of the breaks for training. 
Opposite Page: Moffatt and Gore tackling Seiji Hotchi's route Octopus (5.12b), at 
Standing Wave Bay, Jogasaki. 

our ears burdened with the noise of motor · 
drives and our egos greatly inflated. This 
was to continue throughout our visit in 
Japan, with a resident photographer, 8mm 
movie man and video cameraman. The 
entourage followed us to our first route, a 
5.9 layback, strangely enough called 
Ogawa-Yama Layback. Jerry thought he'd 
lead it, as that's what the crowds wanted, 
or so he thought, so he did to much 
applause from the crowd below (who I'm 
sure must have seen a HVS led before) and 
immediately downgraded it to 5.8. 

Ogawa Yama is granite, very similar to 
the limestone pinnacles of Czechoslovakia, 
and for the most part hidden by a great 
density of trees. There are no extensive 
walls with many routes on except in one 
area, so in most cases there is a 20 minute 
walk between pinnacles. Good camping 
areas with all facilities abounded, but being 
guests of honour, we stayed in a nearby 
hotel, all Japanese style. The rock is not as 
solid as Yosemite, with its clean-cut cracks, 
nor is it as loose and rounded as Joshua 
Tree, so if you've been to either of these 
areas you'll know to look for something in 
between. 

More rain the next day, with a brief 
reprieve to go and fail on a route too wet to 
conquer and then boulder in between 
showers. All the time we were in this area, 
the talk was of Super Imjin, a 5.12 climbed 
by Ikeda only three weeks prior to our 
arrival. 

"This has not been flashed, you will flash 
please". 

To say they were keen for us to try the 
route would be an understatement, in fact 
we didn't have much choice over the 
matter. Next day brought the ever prom
ised sunshine, good weather at last. Most 
days required an early start, which was no 
problem for us as we were still suffering 
badly from jet lag and were waking up at 
3.30 in the morning. After our usual 
breakfast of raw vegetables, rice with raw 
egg and fish we were raring to go, and then 
go climbing. Out into the dazzling light -
click, click, whirr! from our photographic 
entourage. The first route of the day was 
just a short walk away (these could normal
ly be increased by 15 minutes) a crack line 
called Spider's Thread which climbs a sup
erb-loo)cing piece of granite.As was normal, 
we both wanted to lead the route first, so 
the coin was tossed, which allowed me to 
go first, much to the consternation of 
Moffatt. I was expecting a well-cleaned 
deep-set Yosemite crack but this was not to 
be, due to an adopted American habit of 
trying to do everything on sight, including 
first ascents. (It is unusual for a country 
that has only had free-climbing as a sport 
for a comparatively short time to have such 
pure and well-defined ethics, other coun
tries could take note from this very fine 
example.) Due to the lack of deaning, my 
deep-set finger crack was full of mud, 
which effectively turned it into a thin edged 
layback. The crack thankfully got a lot 
cleaner towards the middle and the crux 
was nicely protected by a fine new peg. 

Apart from the start the route was a three 
star classic, and as I lowered off, cleaning 
the gear ready for Jerry to lead, they asked 
what grade I would give the route, as one 
of the reasons for our invitation to Japan 
was to see if their grades and grading 
system fitted in with other countries. There 
are a few problems with this: to start with 
the average height of the Japanese male is 
5'4", which gave us a certain advantage in 
reach; secondly, something generally in 
favour of the Japanese is the size of their 
fingers, which are incredibly small and 
thin, allowing them to finger jam where we 
could only layback, or enable them to get 
more fingers on the holds than we could. 
These two differences never seemed to 
cancel each other out so our grades always 
differed slightly from those given. I told 
them 5.llb, an inspired guess. After Jerry 
had led the route we assumed it was time 
for lunch, as this was the pattern of 
previous days, but think again, we were 
dragged off to our predestined attempt on 
Super Imjin. With a gawping crowd sat 
below, Jerry set of tentatively up the crack 
of Imjin from which Super Imjin con
tinues. Imjin was hard enough, a thin crack 
that would barely take a fingernail's length 
of our western digits; thankfully there were 
sufficient footholds to make the thing 
possible. The protection was awkward, 
which added to the strenuosity of the 
route. Jerry was climbing up and down 
from the rest position trying to place good 
gear, grunting a bit but in control, the 
crowd silent with expectation. Up at the 
last shake out with the top in sight and the 
final bit of gear clipped, he was ready to 
go. Shake out first, grunt, pant, puff, a 
final push and then the top. I flash please. 
Jerry down, the route cleaned of gear, it 
was my turn. My first attempt saw me 
yo-yoing for more gear - you should never 





listen to other people - the next time I 
manage~ to clip the final bolt; trying to 
pass this seemed ludicrous, overhanging 
face climbing with no nice secure crack to 
cling to, down again. The route was hard 
and I was getting annoyed. The crowd 
weren't quiet now, their pride and joy had 
been flashed and they were talking excited
ly. I suppose they didn't give a shit whether 
I did it or not; I did though. This was to be 
my final attempt, my fingers were getting 
chewed from the ti)in crack at the start and 
my arms were getting pumped from the 
strenuous top section. The lower section 
went okay, shake out before the crux, pass 
the bolt, near the belay, can't find any 
holds, I'm gong to fall, the crowd scream
ing, on my side now. I pull on a piece of 
lichen, it has a hold behind it , I'm there 
breathing heavily. Grade Gore san, hard 
san? 5.12b/c says Jerry, E6 6b, harder than 
Strawberries. I'm pleased. I've done well 
for an invalid. 

After our successful day we were 
allowed to return to Tokyo to see the 
sights, and after a couple of days in the 
gym we were ready for rock again. We 
were due to visit Mizugakiyama, but the 
bad weather prevented us. From what I 
was told and the photographs I saw, the 
place looked good, the only demeaning 
factor being the long and arduous walk-in. 
Once there, though , you have a plethora of 
very ~ard climbs to keep you happy. The 
ma1onty of these routes are on the Mattan
heki wall, all at 5.11 upwards . With this 
trip scrubbed, it was back to Ogawa Yama 
for more bouldering in between showers 
and the odd route. The weather was a little 
demoralizing and I think our lethargy for 
this area must have shown, for it was soon 
suggested that we move on. 

Another five hour drive through spec
tacular scenery, deep cut valleys shrouded 
in the cloud-like greenery of bamboo 
forests, with the odd wild monkey feeding 
off the tops of the trees. We arrived at 
Maku-iwa, tired and feeling a bit car
lagged, to find a cliff incredibly similar to 
Pant lfan at Tremadog, with aretes and 
grooves in abundance , but only a few 
routes along its 100 metre length . The rock 
was a very coarse compact sandstone, 
similar to parts of Eldorado Canyon in 
Colorado. We had come to do something 
called Spiderman , 5.12a by their rating , 
and it looked a five star classic, but this was 
rapidly getting knocked down to two star 
due to the jungle-like humidity, and our 
general malaise. I couldn 't be bothered to 
wait for the audio visual team - they could 
get Jerry on film anyway , so before anyone 
could complain I was at the foot of the 
route, geared up and away. The climb 
didn't take long, mainly due to the humid
ity, which didn' t allow me to stay for too 
long on any one hold before greasing out. I 
thought I was going to fall off every move 
but somehow managed to stay on. With me 
down and the route cleared , Jerry pro
ceeded to cruise the route; the callouses 
are so thick on his finger ends that he never 
seems to sweat at all so he had no 
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problems. No problems that is until he 
came across the loose hold. It was okay 
when I used it but by the time he got there, 
some act of God had loosened it. He tried 
passing it on the right then the left, 
eventually managing to get above it, but 
the moment he put his foot on the hold, it 
disintegrated. By some means, probably 
brute force, he stayed on, shaken not 
stirred, to finish the route with no further 
ado. Down to the cars again and a three 
hour drive to our next destination, the sea 
cliffs of Jogasaki. 

Jogasaki is a popular beauty spot on the 
east coast of the Izu Peninsular. The cliffs 
stretch for 10km and vary considerably in 
character. Some are tidal, but for the most 
part you can climb without the worry of 
getting soaked. The rock is hard compact 
sandstone and is no more than 20m in 
height, the climbs are normally natural 
crack lines, which in some cases retain a 
little of the greasy air of the sea. 

Our first area was Seasiderock, the day 
was incredibly hot; we couldn't win, either 
too hot or too wet. I suppose the former 
was preferred. Whilst Jerry was playing up 
to his Superstar status on a fine looking 
route called Pressure (5.llc) I went and 
played on something called Cyclone Roof, 
one of the harder routes in the area and 
given 5.lld. My original attempt to under
cut all the way out to the lip had me falling 
off onto one of these new fangled Slider 
units, which I treated with trepidation and 
b~cked up with two nuts (needlessly, I 
might add). The sequence I was trying 
certainly felt harder than 5.11 , that was 
until I found a jug that had been staring me 
in the face. After this all was clearness and 
light. Jerry repeated the route in very fine 
style , and we went on to swing leads on a 
route called Orbit Roof (5 .lla), which is 
what would happen should you fall off 
whilst seconding the final pitch. Thankfully 
I managed to stay on, but to follow this 
pitch seemed more like 5.12 than the given 
grade. A good bouldering session followed 
lunch, then retirement to Masanori Hoshi
na's house for the evening. This was 
Hoshina's local area and it was him 
together with Kiyoshi Hinotani who were 
responsible for the development of these 
cliffs. Hoshina had since given up climbing 
to become a professional photographer 
a~d was our resident David Bailey for this 
tnp . 

We were woken bright and early by the 
sunshine streaming through the paper win
dows of the bedroom and then brought 
further out of our slumber by cups of green 
tea . Our first venue was Standing Wave 
Bay; the name actually sounds better in 
Japanese, a dramatic little bay with three 
short vicious-looking crack climbs, no 
more than 10m in height but overhanging 
all the way. The line that took Jerry's eye 
was Seiji Hotchi's route, Octopus (5.12b), 
an overhanging roof-like thin hand crack. 
The rock was a little greasy, which is 
apparently normal , or so we were told. It 
looked as though Moffatt had a bit of a 
fight on his hands, he also had lots of tape 

on them. The waves crashing below cre
ated a sense of urgency and with the tide 
still coming in Jerry felt a little rushed, but 
our hosts insisted that the belay ledge 
stayed dry. I wasn't too sure about this. It 
didn't take Jerry too long to work out a 
sequence and after three falls he was on 
top and I was off the ledge as quick as my 
legs would carry me. 

Our last route in Jogasaki was Hoshina 's 
Crack (5.llc), a short-lived problem, but it 
provided much entertainment for the many 
tourists who had gathered to watch; it was 
also entertaining for us as one of the 
cameramen got soaked by the crashing 
waves whilst trying to film us. Jogasaki was 
probably our favourite area, perhaps due 
to the glorious sunshine, but it also made a 
pleasant change to have short walks to nice 
short routes. We were shown many more 
areas at Jogasaki, but Tokyo beckoned and 
we had to continue with our schedule. 

We did little further climbing due to 
other commitments, although we did man
age to fit in a visit to an outlying cliff in the 
suburbs of Tokyo called Tengu-iwa, which 
we were told was limestone, but turned out 
to be rhyolite, much to our disgust . 
Although the crag was no bigger than the 
Cromlech boulders, and should definitely 
have b7en blown up, the day was saved by 
the existence of an excellent bouldering 
~rea nearby, so we were happy. This was , 
m fact, our last day of climbing; Jerry was 
off to the States for a training session in 
Joshua Tree and I was coming back to 
Britain, vaguely hoping for some reason
able weather so I could catch up on a 
missed summer. 

Although we were continually rushed 
about from place to place with not much 
time to settle and get used to any one 
place , the experience of visiting the Far 
East, particularly Japan , is one I'd recom
mend to anyone. I think it's fair to say that 
the climbing in Japan is not as good as can 
be found in other countries, but then again 
the sport is still in its infancy and has a long 
way to go. However , with climbers like 
Isao Ikeda, Seiji Hotchi and Naoki Toda 
standards will be pushed a lot further . All 
they need to help them along is a national 
unemployment problem , and a lot of de
dication. 

Summary: An account of a trip to Japan 's 
eme!gent rock climbing areas, made by 
Chns Gore and Jerry Moffatt during 
Summer 1984, at the request of RCC 2. 

Opposite Page: Moffat on Super Imjin. 
This photo highlights the thoroughly 
modern aspect of Isao Ikeda 's fine 
route. 





HIMALAYAN CLIMBING 
Part Two of a Personal Review 

by Doug Scott 
Author's note:- In Part One of this survey of 
fifteen years of Himalayan climbing (Moun
tain 100) we covered the problems of access, 
accidents, magazines, the pace of change, 
Big Siege climbing and lightweight Alpine
style expeditions. Unfortunately lack of 
space necessitated the omission of several 
important ascents. 

In 1977 John Burs/em, Dave Robbins and 
John Whitlock made the first ascent of 
Phuparash (6785m) in Pakistan, taking nine 
days up and down alpine style. Tom Hurley 
and Ken Rawlinson showed even more cour
age and determination in their unsupported 
first ascent of Nampa South (6835m) in West 
Nepal taking twelve days up and down. 

No doubt there are other ascents that have 
been missed out too due to lack of time to 
more adequately research the relevant jour
nals. The exigencies of writing during a busy 
winter of family commitments, house re
novation, lecturing and expedition planning 
being the limiting factors. Apologies to the 
climbers whose climbs have been left out, 
and to those who have been erroneously 
reported, such as the first ascensionists of 
Dhaulagiri II from the north. They were the 
Austrians Huber and Weissensteiner and an 
American Ron Fear, not Germans, and the 
year was 1971, not 1969 as reported in 
Mountain 100. What is required. of course is 
an update of Kenneth Mason's 'Abode of 
Snow'. - D.S. 

Solo Climbing 
There have been many occasions when 

part of a team nearing a Himalayan summit 
have succumbed to exhaustion or injury and 
the remaining fit member has gone on to the 
summit alone, the most famous example 
being Herman Buhl's incredible summit 
push and subsequent bivouac on Nanga 
Parbat during the first ascent in 1953. Also 
there was Messner's push on Manaslu, and 
the Japanese climber Yazuoh Kato reached 
the summit of Everest solo from 26,500', but 
again spearheading a collective effort. There 
are many examples of ambitious climbers 
forced into this position, but we will concern 
ourselves here with those climbers who set 
out from the base of the mountain with the 
intention of climbing the whole route solo. 

In 1929, a young American climber, E.F. 
Farmer, attempted to climb Kangchenjunga 
alone but never returned . Neither did En
glishman Maurice Wilson from his attempt 
on the North side of Everest in 1934. Both 
attempts were eccentric, without a chance of 
success. Wilson, a non-climber, was out to 
prove the effectiveness of his brand of 
religion - amongst other more bizarre forms 
of motivation. 

In modern times, Americans Henry Barber 
and George Lowe were the first to apply their 
considerable talents to solo climbing difficult 
high mountains. During a climbing bonanza 
in Russia during 1976 they climbed new 
routes of over three thousand feet on the 
North Face of Free Korea Peak. The following 
year Polish climber Christopher Zurek made 
an eleven hour solo ascent of Noshaq 
(7492m) in a single push from Base Camp 
with a bivouac during the descent. Also in 
1977 Czechoslovak climbers were active in 
the Pamirs. Josef Kulhay soloed Peak Com
munism (7495ml by way of the Burevjestnik 
Pillar and Miroslav Smid soloed the Cestlina 
- South Ridge Route on Peak Korzhenevska 
(7105ml. A combination of poor snow condi
tions, appalling rock and regular earth
quakes set these apart as very noteworthy 
ascents. 
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Czechoslovak lady climber Dina Sterbova 
established a first solo ascent of the N.W. Rib 
of Noshaq. For the first time as far as this 
article is concerned, a woman has made a 
contribution to Himalayan climbing as a 
whole. The climbs achieved by women in 
particular will be considered later. Dina was 
37 and a mathematician. She was not spon
sored and met the costs out of her own 
pocket. She had been thwarted in her inten
tion to climb Noshaq with her female com
panion, Marta Melzochova after they were 
attacked by bandits. Having travelled back to 
Kabul to put Marta in hospital Dina returned 
alone, borrowed a tent from a Yugoslav 
Expedition and established three camps en 
route to the summit between August 6-14. 

In 1978 Reinhold Messner soloed Nanga 
Parbat by a new route on the Diamir Face 
climbing in and out of storms, surviving 
avalanche and earthquakes and taking a 
different way down all in six days. What a 
remarkable year this was for Messner and 
for Himalayan climbing in general - the first 
ascent of Everest without oxygen and now 
the first solo ascent of an 8000 metre peak 
without any support climbers or anyone who 
might rescue him. 

Also in 1978 the Czechoslovaks were again 
active in the Pamir, climbing solo. technically 
difficult routes. On Peak Korzheneliskaja 
(7105m) Jinkrich Martis made the first ascent 
of the 6,500' South Couloir in four days 
which was repeated a few days later by 
Miroslav Smid via a direct variant. During 
this period Josef Kulhavy soloed the Buda
nov Route to the right of the ice couloir. 

In 1980, the great French exponent of solo 
mountaineering, Nicholas Jaegar, failed to 
return from a bold attempt to solo the then 
unclimbed South Face of Lhotse Shar. He 
was last seen at 26,250' . Jaegar was one of 
the few who had the technical ability and the 
"head" to make this horrendous climb solo. 
Everest was soloed by Messner in 1980. 
After a period of acclimatisation walking the 
northern slopes of the Everest group, Mess
ner set off from Advance Base Camp 
(21,300') leaving his girlfriend, Nena Hol
guin, as the only person in attendance. 
Setting out from camp at 5.00 am he rapidly 
climbed 1500' before falling into a crevasse. 
Having extricated himself from this frighten
ing situation he reached the North Col 
(23,900') by 9.00 am, collected cached gear 
and food and continued up the North Ridge 
to put up his lone tent at 25,600', where he 
left a small cache of food for the descent. 
Next day he camped at 27,000' just left of 
Norton Couloir at 3.00 pm. The following day 
climbing with just his axe and camera, he 
waded up . knee deep snow to the Second 
Step, reaching the summit of Everest at 3.00 
pm on August 20. The descent took 20 hours. 
Messner's three day ascent of the world's 
highest peak will forever stand as a landmark 
and reference point in the evolution of 
Himalayan climbing . A considerable know
ledge of Himalayan weather patterns en
abled Messner to choose exactly the right 
period, and that was during the Monsoon. 
Actually, this was the only time-slot the 
authorities would allow him, but it turned 
out to be a blessing in disguise for there 
were short periods of fairly settled weather 
and Messner had the speed to take advan
tage of one of them. He actually found the 
snow conditions up to the North Col so good 
he wore only training shoes. He also knew 
exactly down to the last ounce what equip
ment, food and shelter he would need. All in 
all the master of Himalayan climbing found 

Everest solo to be just within his capabilities. 
Since Messner's incredible performance 

the number of solo climbers has increased. 
Yvan Ghirardini made the first ascent of 
Mitre Peak (6010ml also in 1980; Hirondru 
Kamure climbed Dhaulagiri I (8167ml solo 
from 5700 metres with five bivouacs, and 
Jerzy Kukuczka climbed the North West 
Ridge of Makalu by a new route in four days 
during 1981. Huh Yong-Ho from Korea made 
it up and down the N.E. Face route of 
Manaslu (8463ml in 1983 whilst further East 
on Kangchenjunga (8598ml French climber 
Pierre Beghin soloed the North Face. Italian 
climber Renato Casarotto made the first 
ascent of Broad Peak North (7600ml by the 
beautiful North Spur, having set off follow
ing two attempts frustrated by inclement 
weather with 300' of rope and 15 rock and ice 
pegs for the seven day ascent. 

This very productive year for solo climbing 
was brought to a close when Jeff Lowe 
reached the top of the South Face of Pumori 
(7161ml on December 18th after a four day 
push from his Base Camp. He returned to 
Base on the 19th. Lowe had in previous years 
soloed many fine ice routes including a new 
route on Arna Dablam (6856ml South Face in 
1979. By adding the winter cold to the 
commitment of solo climbing Lowe took a 
significant step forward in the development 
of this facet of Himalayan climbing. 

This year Japanese climber Naoe Sakashi
ta (based in Ventura) made the second solo 
ascent of Arna Dablam by way of the South 
Ridge with two bivouacs. On Broad Peak's 
much travelled Original Route Polish climber 
Krysztof Wielicki became the first person to 
climb an 8000 metre summit in a one day 
push . Setting out just after midnight on July 
14, he reached the top at 4pm, returning to 
Base by 10.30 that evening after a twenty
two hour round trip. There were other clim
bers' tracks and camps en route but this 
hardly detracts from a remarkable feat of 
stamina. 

The Autumn of 1984 was highlighted by 
Roger Marshall's outstanding solo ascent of 
Kangchenjunga. 

Solo climbers command admiration, espe
cially those without any support whatsoever, 
who, even when exhausted from climbing, 
trail-breaking and bivouacing have to gather 
their strength of purpose quite alone, with 
no-one to monitor their progress, or watch 
out for the tell-tale symptoms of mountain 
sickness. 

Traversing the Mountains 
Traversing through or over mountains has 

long held a fascination for Himalayan 
travellers and mountaineers, and is the com
plete antithesis of having your nose pressed 
up close to some Face on an extended siege 
climb. There have been numerous well 
documented journeys throughout Hima
layan history, from the Conway expedition 
through the Karakoram in 1892 right up to 
the recent high level traverse from Sikkim to 
Pakistan by Pete Hillary and Graeme Dingle 
and the Crane Brothers' historic 2029 mile 
101 day run at a lower level all the way from 
Darjeeling to Rawlpindi. 

Opposite Top: The North West aspect of 
Kangchenjunga, with the skyline N. W. Ridge 
descending from the summit which is just 
visible top right. Photo: Doug Scott. 
Bottom: Roger Baxter-Jones in action on 
Shishapangma. Photo: Alex MacIntyre. 
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The 'crux' section of the Everest Horseshoe, would most likely be negotiating Lhotse. Photo : Scott. 

Often, mountain traverses have been 
made by climbers trying to find an easier 
way down after the main climb. The most 
outstanding traverse of this type was made 
in 1963 by Americans Tom Hornbein and 
Willi Unsoeld who took off from the end of 
their fixed ropes on the West Ridge of 
Everest at 24,000', found a way up the steep 
ground ahead to the summit and then down 
the 1953 route to meet the support party. The 
next day Tom and Willi helped the exhausted 
support party to the South Col and down to 
the Western Cwm ! 

Although the Messner Brothers on Nanga 
Parbat and the Yugoslavs on Dhaulagiri were 
without support parties, and thus rank highly 
in the annals of mountain traversing, the 
Russians appear to have been the true 
pioneers of traversing per se, and have 
accomplished much in the Caucasus, Pamir 
and Tian Shan. In 1969 a team from Lening
rad made the first ascent of the N.W. Wall of 
Pie Garmo in the Pamirs and then continued 
over to Pie Patriot, Pie Rossija and Pie 
Communism, spending most of the 18 day 
climb well above 20,000 feet. 

In India the Traverse of Nanda Devi East to 
the main Summit was attempted by the 
French in 1975 but after both summits were 
reached the connection could not be made 
due to a heavy build up of Monsoon snow on 
the knife-edged ridge. Incidentally, this pro
ject had been the goal of the French since 
1951 when Vignes and Duplant disappeared 
during thefr attempt. The traverse was even
tually completed in 1976 by a joint lndo
Japanese Expedition which required one 
team to make the traverse from the East and 
another to set up support camps on Nanda 
Devi itself. Two bivouacs were made on the 
connecting ridge. Altogether this ranks as a 
fine piece of mountaineering co-operation 
on an international scale. 

The Japanese were busy two years later 
traversing over a number of peaks in the 
Dhaulagiri Group, taking in Dhaulagiri 3 
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(7715ml. Dhaulagiri 2 (7751 m) and Snow 
Peak (6365m). This fifteen mile long route 
was supported by Base Camps at both ends. 

In June last year, Messner and Hans 
Kammerlander traversed Gasherbrum II 
(8035m) starting up the Maravel Route and 
continuing over Gasherbrum I (8068m) via 
the North Face and descending the S.W. 
Spur; all climbed completely alpine style 
without any support camps. A few weeks 
later Kurtyka and Kukuczka traversed all 
Broad Peak's three summits in fine style. 
First they made the second ascent of North 
Peak (7600m) by a new route up the west 
side on which they bivouaced twice before 
traversing over and down to the Col between 
South and Middle Peak (8013m). The next 
day they climbed over Middle Peak to 
bivouac on the Col between Middle and 
Main Peak (8047m). From this Col they went 
to the summit, returned, picked up their gear 
and descended the original route after a fifth 
bivouac to the Godwin Austin Glacier. The 
climbing was often technically difficult, ex
posed to high winds and incident to the end. 
In Voytek's own words : 

"One of the many old and ragged fixed 
ropes which are presently the greatest 
hazard of the original route, broke under my 
weight. I started hopelessly sliding down on 
steep ice, looking desperately for a last 
chance. I kicked with both crampons against 
the ice, and this resulted in a sudden jerk and 
a very lucky stop. When I made the next step 
I was slightly shivering. The most striking 
feature of the new route is its unusual 
extension; really a sky-high run, demanding 
from the team very serious commitment and 
arduous work. The reward for this is the 
stunning beauty of the ridge, hardly leaving 
any space for the climbers to notice the 
danger and to sense the loneliness or the 
terror of detachment. The surrounding scen
ery changes day after day ..... for many days 
the limitless mountain ranges are spread 
around." 

Traversing offers not only the exhilarating 
and exciting prospect of greater commit
ment, with the summit seen as only one step 
on the way, but also a symbolic sense of 
wonder at what lies on the other side. 

Himalayan Winter Climbing 
Winter mountaineering is still very much 

in its infancy, but already the Nepalese have 
set aside a definite winter season for expedi
tions. This starts somewhat arbitrarily on 
December 1st and ends on February 15th. 
Anyone who has climbed high in November 
and February, will know that in defiance of 
administrative convenience, winter condi
tions are met earlier and later than the 
prescribed dates! 

The climbing world owes much to the 
Poles for the development of winter climb
ing. With an outlook no doubt toughened by 
their sometimes unfortunate geographical 
position, Polish climbers have repeatedly 
shown their strength and endurance in the 
face of the intense cold and severe winds of 
winter, right up the highest places. On 
February 13 1973, Andrej Zawada and 
Tadeusz Piotrowski reached the summit of 
Noshaq after a ten-man expedition battled 
for three weeks with fierce winds and 
temperatures as low as -45°C. The first 
summit push was completed in the dark at 
11.30 pm! The mountain was evacuated in 
good order - altogether an epic climb and 
one that opened up for the first time the 
possibilities of Himalayan winter climbing 
on peaks above 7000 metres. No doubt the 
team had profited from Polish Winter as
cents in Norway and the Alps. In December 
1974 Zawada was back with his team to 
tackle Lhotse from the Western Cwm, 
although originally they had sought permis
sion for Everest as well but this was refused . 
After struggling up to 27,000' they had to 
give up on December 25 through a combina
tion of extreme cold, high winds and lack of 
time: their visas were only valid until the end 



The vast South Face of Annapurna, with the British Route on the left and the new Spanish Route tried earlier by MacIntyre and party, 
following a similar line on the right. Photo: Chris Bonington. 

of December! It was a brave effort which 
nearly came off, but the Poles now had first 
hand knowledge of the problems of high 
altitude winter climbing and, more than 
anyone, were in a position to find solutions. 

In the winter of 1980 the Poles returned to 
the Western Cwm to tackle the original 1953 
route on Everest, again under the capable 
leadership of Andrezej Zawada. After two 
attempts frustrated by intense -40°C cold, 
snow storms and winds over 200 kilometres 
an hour, Leszek Cichy and Krzystof Wielicki 
made their summit push from the South Col 
on February 16 reaching the top at 2.40 pm 
despite fresh snow underfoot, a snow storm 
and temperatures now around -50°C. They 
"nobly trod the borderline between willpow
er and insanity" to quote Mountain, surely 
the supreme accolade. Everest has since 
been climbed in winter via the Ordinary 
Route by the Japanese in 1982 (27 Decem
ber) and again by the Japanese in 1983 ( 16 
December). These ascents along with suc
cesses on Baruntse (December 1980), 
Dhaulagiri in 1982 and Numbur (6957ml by 
the South West Face in December 1983, 
established the Japanese as formidable win
ter Himalayan climbers. 

1982 proved to be a productive w inter 
season with Roger Marshall, Aidrian and Al 
Burgess climbing Annapurna IV (7525m), 
covering the last 3700 feet in a day to the 
summit, and Jim Bridwell, Jan Reynolds and 
Ned Gillette climbing a new route on the East 
Face to the N.E. Ridge of Pumori . Another 
new winter route was established on the 
4,500' high North Face of Kwangde by David 
Breashers and Jeff Lowe on 3 December 
1982. 

The first all-Sherpa Expedit ion made the 
first winter ascent of Tilicho (7132m) as 'an 
individual test and to change the Sherpa 
attitude towards mountaineering which we 
approached more as a sport'. So wrote 

Sarkey Tshering Sherpa of Sherpa Co
operative. The wind was so strong 'we felt 
we were in a helicopter about to take off. We 
overcame our nervousness by teasing each 
other'. They reached the top of this difficult 
mountain on January 24, and this ascent 
bodes well for the future of indigenous 
Nepalese climbing . 

That same season, Dhaulagiri I (8167m) 
became the second 8000m summit to be 
climbed in winter. Akio Koizumi and Sherpa 
Wagolu reached the summit via the normal 
North East Ridge on December 13 - a fine 
achievement. Fittingly this survey ends with 
the Polish ascent of Manaslu (8163m) by way 
of the technically difficult Tyrolean Route. 
Possibly in reply to some veiled criticism that 
their Everest climb was made outside the 
winter season, the Poles did not set up their 
Base Camp until the 2nd December and 
reached the top on January 12, well within 
the prescribed period . Maciej Berbeka and 
Ryszard Gajewski placed their Camp 4 at 
7700 metres and from there reached the top. 
On their return they were forced by high 
winds to crawl across the Plateau, and both 
suffered frostbite. This was only the third 
8000 metre peak to be climbed in winter. 

Apart from Jeff Lowe's bold winter solo of 
Pumori and his and David Breasher's winter 
ascent of Kwangde in pure alpine style (the 
Sherpas on Tilicho went alpine from 16,825') 
all other routes climbed in w inter have made 
use of siege tactics. This is hardly surprising 
considering the immense physical and 
psychological dangers and difficulties of 
climbing on peaks that reach up into the 
vicious 'jet stream' of winter winds . As with 
solo climbing, winter Himalayan climbing is 
in its infancy, with only a few groups of 
climbers working away, continually gather
ing experience and understanding. Inevit
ably even Everest will be climbed during 
winter in lightweight, or even alpine style. 

Thoughts on the Future of Himalayan 
Climbing 

The progression to more difficult and risk 
taking is obvious, but where is it leading? 
Suppose Everest was climbed solo, in win
ter, via the South East Face direct, followed 
by a traverse down the north side all in a day 
and if he was a she - well that could hardly be 
bettered - unless it was all done in under ten 
hours, or five, but then again, why not do all 
three 28,000 foot peaks in a season, or all 14 
8,000 summits in a season ... so there are 
seemingly infinite possibilities for the 
world's best climbers to stretch themselves 
to the current limit. 

At the time of writing, news comes from 
Nepal and Tibet of three important ascents. 
Two Catalonian climbers have climbed the 
huge 12,000 foot South Face of Annapurna in 
a six day push, alpine style, via a line first 
attempted by Alex MacIntyre and Rene Ghili
ni in 1982. Right on cue this fantastic ascent 
brings us round full circle to where we 
started with the first ascent of Annapurna's 
South Face by the British using siege tactics. 

From Tibet Jimmy Duff writes of the 
Australian expedition to the north side of 
Everest. Only in the- last four years have 
Australians taken to Himalayan climbing, 
which makes their ascent of the North Face 
of Everest by a new route in a three day 
alpine style push from 23,500 feet all the 
more remarkable. Tim McCartney-Snape 
and Greg Mortimer made it to the summit. 
Andy Henderson stopped 150 feet below the 
top. 

The newspapers' brief reports concerning 
the New Zealand attempt to climb the West 
Ridge of Everest in lightweight style, state 
that just below the summit Craig Nottle fell 
and so did Fred Fromm when he went down 
to look for Craig. Peter Hillary then de
scended alone back down the West Ridge to 
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the other members of the expedition. On the 
face of it, one expedition ends up in tragic 
failure, the other outrageously successful, 
but what is success? Are there not other 
criteria that should be considered than the 
actual achievement of getting from bottom 
to top and down again? 

In an attempt to capture the reader's 
interest and imagination whilst writing a 
survey of climbing achievement it is temp
ting to overlook the underlying risks that are 
taken on these great climbs and the reasons 
for eventual success. It is irresponsible for 
mountaineering commentators to make light 
of Himalayan achievements. The young 
Himalayan aspirant should not be goaded on 
to the 'Last Great Problem' until he has 
served his apprenticeship and is thus able to 
organise himself competently and know 
what dangers to expect. Simply to state the 
bare bones of the Australian success is not 
enough. It serves in no way to diminish their 
achievement to point out that this ascent 
was right up "on the edge". Henderson 
returned with frostbitten hands, McCartney
Snape · had a severe retinal haemorrhage 
three days later and Mortimer slept for three 
weeks. All the risks involved can only be 
appreciated by those climbers who have 
actually experienced the altered state of 
consciousness which occurs in the thin cold 
air. It is here that the climber is often 
stretched to the limit. So many have gone a 
step too far and not come back. Michael 
Ward noted in Mountain Medicine that: "The 
increase in physiological understanding of 
high altitude and cold does not appear to 
have reduced the overall accident rate. This 
is because individuals always te·nd to push 
themselves to the limit of their physiological 
capacity ... ". It is at this point that the climber 
has to consider whether or not he is totally in 
control of his ambition, otherwise he may be 
overwhelmed by it. 

The shock of climbing accidents will aways 
ensure some kind of post mortem, but the 
discerning will also direct their enquiries as 
to why successful expeditions were success
ful. Further investigations oj_thsi Australian 
expedition reveals that they were above 
18,000' for over 60 days before starting the 
climb, and were therefore presumably thor
oughly acclimatised. Theirs was also a re
laxed and happy expedition, "so laid back as 
to be horizontal". The group had worked 
together to generate spirit and energy, more 
than any one of them could have produced 
on their own. West coast North Americans 
often talk about synergy these days which, in 
a word, is what these Australians had going 
for them, thus becoming 'one animal'; inte
grated as much by mutual regard for each 
other as by their quest for Everest. Climbers 
(this one included) at the height of their 
ambition are hardly likely to bother about all 
this, blinkered as we can be to the spirit of 
the mountains, the people who live there 
and to the climbers they climb with. Ambi
tion and achieving the distant goal take the 
climber away from the moment of being. A 
dangerous aspect of this situation is in the 
general lack of awareness of oneself and of 
one's intuitive processes, so that it is im
possible to feel and know exactly when the 
time is right to 'go for it' . In this respect the 
Australians were also successful because 
they did know. 

By all accounts the New Zealand lads were 
making good progress up to the point where 
Craig Nottle fell. It had been a happy, 
well-organised and well-lead team and yet 
the worst happened. Perhaps all one can say 
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is that Himalayan mountaineering is danger
ous, the climber is more likely to be killed 
there than anywhere, as the pages of Moun
tain have noted over the years. Climbers 
taking themselves a·nd their Sherpas to their 
deaths, Kamikaze-style quite rightly come in 
for criticism. But it is not an area which lends 
itself to clear understanding nor definition . 
The reasons are never simple. The fact that 
dead climbers and those close to them have 
had premonitions of their deaths suggests 
our fate is not altogether in our own hands. 
There is something going on but we do not 
know much about it, and if we did we 
probably could not alter our circumstances 
once the die is cast and we are hooked on 
our -climbing high. No more could Indira 
Ghandi have ceased to be President of India 
after the premonitions she seemed to have 
prior to her assassination. 

Magazine editors have a responsibility to 
publish details and statistics of accidents as 
well as success so we would all know what 
to expect. It would be a service, not sen~a
tionalism to be kept more adequately in
formed. Compiling league tables of climbers' 
achievements only feeds negative em·otion. 
Perhaps it is time to move the emphasis 
away from the 'man' back to the mountain 
and from the achievement to the experience. 

Women Climbers 
This conclusion leads naturally to women 

in Himalayan Expeditons and Expeditions of 
women mountaineers, seeing as it is neces
sary for survival that expedition climbers 
allow the feminine aspect (yin) to balance 
the male (yang) principle. 

So far we have hardly touched upon the 
activities of women mountaineers in the 
Himalaya just as numerous ascents by men 
have not been included because they were 
not significant advances in terms of The 
Games Climbers Play. Female Himalayan 
Expedition climbing is still in an embryonic 
period of development. It might shed some 
light on these wider issues if we were to 
analyse the way in which the Polish women 
exJ:}editions, to Gasherbrum 11, Gasherbrum 
111, Rakaposhi, K2 and Broad Peak were 
conducted as well as a close scrutiny of the 
Indian women mountaineers on Nanda Devi 
and Everest, the women on Annapurna I and 
the American team that climbed Arna Dab
lam : not to mention numerous mixed Ex
peditions where women have contributed 
directly to the climbing and possibly to the 
'synergy' of the group. Obviously this would 
not happen if the women were to put 
themselves into competition with men, nor if 
there were overt competition and aggression 
between each other. 

During the 1978 American ascent of K2 
Lou Reichardt wrote that Diana Jagersky was 
felt by many to be one of the strongest team 
members. She 'has this marvellous way of 
matching you step for step, whatever the 
pace, and afterwards insisting she is tired, 
leaving you a thin reed on which to maintain 
illusions of masculine strength!' 

To soften the atmosphere of this once all 
male preserve the female climber is going to 
have to rely on her innate wisdom and not a 
little guile. These random ideas are thrown 
in to see if they warrant thought and discus
sion . 

In 1960 J.E.B. Wright, the editor of Moun
tain Craft lamented with a quote from 
another source that " the shift of interest 
from the mountain to the climber, from the 
adventure to the skill, threatens to become 

Ganesh II South Face, a thoroughly modern 
expedition. 
Above: Rick Allen leading out of the ice 
ramps on Day 7. 
Opposite: Nick Kekus approaching second 
bivouac. Photos: Allen/Kekus. 

all too complete ..... mountains, their great
ness and adventure are vanishing into the 
background behind the assertive brilliance of 
the climbing hero's halo". Of those climbing 
at the sharp end the editor recommended to 
his readers, "Reject these tasty cream puffs 
of mountaineering journals. Here you will 
find little praise for heroes but a good deal of 
debunking and the main content is a vast 
record containing millions of words about 
mountaineering proper". Mountaineering 
improper he went on to imply took place on 
Everest where 15 lives had been lost and on 
Nanga Parbat where 31 climbers had died 
before these mountains were climbed under 
the banner of national prestige. Jerry 
Wright's views were fairly current at the 
time. W.H. Murray wrote in The Story of 
Everest: "Mount Everest ranks with the 
North and South Poles and attempts on the 
first named should not be confused with 
mountaineering proper." There has always 
been a large caucus of climbers that express
ed the hope that once Everest had been 
climbed, mountaineers would return to 
'proper' climbing . This was extended to 
'after the 8000m summits' then 'after the 
S.W. Face of Everest' and so on. Typical of 
the media, public and climbing it is they who 
hype up these climbs and usually add a line 
or two of derision that so much ballyhoo 
.surrounds the climb. It is a distortion that so 
many climbers taking their art to the limit go 
unrecognised. But none of this really mat
ters, committed Himalayan enthusiasts will 
always attempt the highest faces for it is only 
here that the whole array of challenges can 
be met and overcome. 





SHERIDAN ANDERSON - A TRIBUTE 
by Roya l Robbins 

Sheridan Anderson died the evening of 
March 31, 1984 of an acute attack of 
emphysema, a chronic illness from which 
he had long suffered. His death came as a 
sad surprise to his friends because he had 
recently over the telephone sounded stron
ger and healthier than he had seemed for 
some time. An added poignancy is that 
Sheridan, his age somewhere in his late 
forties, was living at the time with his 
grandmother, whom he had often de
scribed as "indestructible" . She survives 
her grandson. 

Sheridan's personal life was not such 
that one could recommend it to youth as a 
path to longevity. He ate a lot and drank a 
lot, and he wasn't too keen on exercise , 
health foods, or abstinence. His habits 
doubtless helped do him in, but his answer 
to that would have been, "A short life, and 
a merry one" . 

Although Sheridan was never a serious 
climber, he was intimate with the climbing 
scene for over 20 years . In fact, he was one 
of the chief chroniclers of the foibles, 
vanities and pretensions of many of the 
stars of the period. Sheridan had a double 
talent: the ability to read character, and 
the skill to render it with precise, satirical 
strokes. He was also a gifted cartoonist, 
and his drawings lightened the pages and 
enlightened the readers of many a climbing 
magazine and journal. 

Sheridan's precision of pictorial render
ing found valuable expression in four 
books: my two rockclimbing texts, and two 
of his own works, "Baron Von Mabel's 
Backpacking", and "Curtis Creek Manifes
to", a fly-fishing primer. In these books, 
each considered outstanding in its genera, 
Sheridan mixed whimsey, earthy humour, 
and outrageous imagination, with clarity of 
presentation and accuracy of detail in a 
unique and original way. His backpacking 
book , for example, was done entirely in 
cartoons. 

Sheridan took pleasure in cultivating an 
image of rogue and debauchee. Often it 
seemed to fit. Less obvious was another 
side of his nature , an aspect shown by his 
love for the mountains, his delight in the 
peace and communion of fly-fishing, his 
abiding loyalty to his friends, his apprecia
tion of literature , and, rather unexpected 
for a satirist, his fondness for heroes. He 
once gave me a book he highly prized, 
about the life of Wyatt Earp . There was, in 
fact, in Sheridan's nature an ineffable 
touch of grace, a certain primal innocence, 
and even gentleness, behind that rough 
exterior. Like most of us, he was caught in 
the mud and yearned for the sky . Hence 
his aspirations for the peaks and his asso
ciation with those who climb them . Indeed, 
the cynicism shown in his caricatures of 
climbers may have been fueled by his 
learning that climbers themselves were, on 
the whole, not as elevated as their goals. 
There seems little in Baron Von Mabel 's 
make-up but an amusing cynicism. But the 
yearning showed through, as in Sheridan's 
poetic "Song of the Sierras". 
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This cartoon was used to illustrate an extended review of a 
Michael Tobias book by Mike Thompson and highlights 

Sheridan's amazing ability to come up with the right 
cartoon for the right moment. 

Sheridan will be mourned by many 
friends, but will ever be part of them. What 
we will miss mostly are his sense of 
humour ; his chuckles rising into guffaws 
and erupting finally into rich rolling laugh
ter; his keen lively, artist's eye; and the 
vividness of his presence. His ashes were 
sprinkled over a part of the southern Sierra 
he loved. I am sure Sheridan would have 
been happy to think his friends would all 
quaff a few to commemmorate his passing. 
Here's to you Sherry. 

A Note on Sheridan's Cartoons 
by Ken Wilson 

Royal Robbins' tribute pinpoints Sher
idan's character and work with eloquence, 
love and respect. However it might be 
valuable to list the scope of his work as an 
annexe to his obituary. Although many of 
his more timeless cartoons are collected in 
the books 'The Games Climbers Play', 
'The Winding Trail' and 'Mirrors in the 
Cliffs' , a fuller appreciation of his work 
over the past 20 years is only gained by 
scanning the pages of the magazines. 

In Summit he was particularly pre
occupied by the activities of the leading 
climbers of the mid-sixties, notably Rob
bins and Harding - the former cast as a 
shining Superman, the latter as a mis
chievous Mephistopholes . 

Ascent was graced with a more cultured 
'New-Yorker' style of wit - Fakir's using 
jumars for Indian Rope Tricks, mileage 
meters used by mountain rescuers etc. 

For Vulgarian Digest he supplied a rich 
selection of irreverent sketches underpin
ned by the sexual innuendo and bacchana
lia which was that magazine's core philoso
phy. 

Mountain commissioned him to illus
trate Ian McNaught's Davis's satirical arti
cles . Despite the problem of long-distance 
communication in explaining the intrica
cies of the affairs of another country , the 
bite of his illustrations was unaffected. He 
produced a ridiculous series of farcical 
character studies that uncannily sent up the 

victims: Sir Jack Long-Gland groaning 
under his mountain-safety insignia, Sir 
Donald 'Sup-up' Williams with his beer 
flower, the avaricious leer of Lord Bone
head as he makes off with the loot , Nero 
Mystri, Joe Beige and Godzilla, Dr. Colin 
Knoblock, Hamish McPiton in the 
embrace of the dreaded Bullshitmaster 
snake, and Sir Isaac Hoont presiding over 
the Audleygate enquiry, his sage head 
nodding with boundless patrician wisdom. 

Readers of the now defunct Mountain 
Gazette were regularly entertained by 
Sheridan's strip-cartoon hero, Baron von 
Mabel , a thinly veiled image of himself. 
Von Mabel took part in a series of zany 
adventures assisted by Hives, his incompe
tent Harpo Marx-like butler. 

The Robbins instruction books were 
greatly strengthened by amusing but un
ambiguous technical illustrations. In the 
last few years as Sheridan's contacts with 
the climbing world grew more tenuous he 
concentrated on fishing and mountain 
travel and produced two admirable books 
on those subjects. 

His cartoons repay repeated study. Well 
disguised by self-mockery, whimsy, farce 
and sexuality , all delivered with a frenetic 
energy and highly competent draughts
manship , it is easy to overlook more 
profound qualities. In truth he was an 
astute and affectionate observer of the 
world of climbing, celebrating the rich 
procession of personalities and events that 
it displays. He was also deeply wedded to 
the historic western tradition of the back
woods (epitomised by Ansel Adams , the 
Sierra Club) while at the same time finding 
its pomposity continuously amusing. He 
might have chosen as a legacy his drawing 
of Von Mabel , doubling as Moses, bestrid
ing some Oregan Sinai clutching a tablet 
inscribed with the memorable aphorism 
"Thou Shalt Not Wreck the Place". A 
bronze of that wold not look out of place in 
the headquarters of the American Alpine 
Club , a memorial that would doubtless 
cause Sheridan endless mirth. 
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SHERPAS: The Other Mountaineers 
by Elaine Brook 

"No, I had not climbed before. First 
time on the mountain. We were ferrying 
loads through the icefall. On the seventh 
day the avalanche hit us. 

Avalanche ... snow and blocks of ice . 
One dead, four in hospital. But I'm O.K. 
now. I'm going back. 

It's good. It's good money." 
Lhakpa is a Sherpa farmer from Solu. 

He speaks slowly and haltingly in Nepali. 
He is still dazed and shaken from the 
accident, but determined not to lose his 
chance of a good job next season. 

Contrary to the popular image, Sherpas 
are not traditionally mountain climbers. 
This is a relatively recent occupation for 
the inhabitants of the Himalayan valleys in 
the Mount Everest region of Nepal. Even 
today comparatively few are experienced 
as climbing guides. Most expedition em
ployees, like Lhakpa, are tough but inex
perienced young men trying to break in to 
the lucrative field of work in tourism. 

The Sherpa originally migrated from 
Eastern Tibet about five centuries ago, 
crossing the Namgpa La pass West of Cho 
Oyu, and settling in the high, cold valleys 
of Solu-Khumbu. They augmented their 
rather poor, high-altitude subsistence 
farming by trading between Tibet and 
lowland Nepal and India, mainly using the 
18,000' Nangpa La as a crossing point. The 
closing of the border by the Chinese and 
the dwindling of their trade prospects 
coincided with the opening of Nepal to an 
increasing number of foreign climbing ex
peditions. 

Because of their experience in trading 
journeys in rugged terrain, and the tough
ness and stamina inherent in those who 
survive a life in harsh conditions, the 
Sherpas were soon found to be ideal 
people to hire to carry loads up the 
mountain. 

In the media-filled aftermath of the first 
ascent of Everest in 1953 by Edmund 
Hillary, the fame of the sherpas spread 
world-wide. 

Fame augmented truth with myth. Most 
people found Sherpas to be cheerful and 
considerate towards their clients. But their 
very real courage and toughness led to 
popular exaggerations of Himalayan super
men who could survive sub-zero tempera
tures with minimal equipment, and go to 
very high altitudes without developing 
altitude sickenss. Medical tests have shown 
that although Sherpa physiology is a little 
above average in resisting the effects of 
altitude and freezing, the fact that they are 
accustomed to a life up to 16,000' has not 
saved a number of them from frostbite or 
altitude sickness at such extreme heights as 
26,000' . 

So why do they climb? Every Sherpa I 
asked gave the same answer. 

"I like going climbing. Well, if you get 
killed it's no good, but if you don't, you 
make a lot of money, more money than 
you can make anywhere else." 

Mingmar, one of the top expedition 
Sardars, recalls an expedition on which he 
worked: 
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A mountaineer m his own right, a Sherpa descends to the Mingbu-La, Arna Dab/am 
behind. Photo: Bill O'Connor. 

"The members promised the Sherpas 
baksheesh (tip) of 8,000 rupees (£400) each 
if we got to the top. So we all worked really 
hard, carrying their equipment for them, 
putting their tents up, cooking, everything. 
We got 14 of them to the summit. And 
when we got back to Kathmandu, they 
said, 'Sorry, no money.' We were really 
angry.'' 

Reinhold Messner, who has done more 
Himalayan climbs than any other non
Sherpa, understands their motivation well. 

"Sherpas are climbing for money that's 
for sure. Only for money. They are doing 
the expeditions because they get a lot of 
equipment and they can sell it afterwards 
and make a lot of money. Otherwise they 
would all do trekking. They are not at all 
interested in climbing the mountain. A 
typical example is Sundare Sherpa. He has 
been to the summit of Everest three times, 
and now he will not climb any more, he 
told me yesterday. He has enough; he 
made some money and he got quite a good 



name in Nepal, and now he's travelling 
round the world promoting Nepal tourism. 
This is proof he was never a climber from 
his heart - he's a farmer and a mountain 
man from his heart. 

Sometimes I've paid for European clim
bers who come on my expeditions if they 
didn't have enough money, but this is not 
the same as for the Sherpas .. . Westerners 
have this need to go to the mountains 
because they are missing many things in 
their lives , and they are hoping to find this 
other half of their life in the Himalayas, the 
Andes, the Alps , going up to the high 
mountains. The Sherpas live in the moun
tains, they have a hard mountain life , and 
so they do not have this need. 

Coming from a mountain country , a 
farmer country in the Alps , I find I can 
understand these aspects of the mountain 
people. I think the Sherpas now are in the 
stage where the Alpine guides were in the 
last century. They lived in the mountains , 
and they met tourists, and because they 
knew the hills they were able to find work 
carrying rucsacks and showing them the 
way. In many ways it's the same for the 
Sherpas. 

I don't think they understand why we 
climb the mountains - and we can under
stand only the simple things of the Sherpas. 

The relationship between them and the 
mountains; the relationship between them 
and the mountain gods - that's hard for us 
to understand because we have one view of 
the world, and they have another view of 
the world. 

On Cho Oyu (26,750') our Sardar Ang 
Dorjee spoke a lot about this god of Cho 
Oyu, and he had dreams, terrible dreams, 
and he told us three dreams. On Kang
chenjunga two years ago he asked me to 
stay below the summit. He climbed with 
us, and I had promised him we would not 
go to the summit, so it was clear to me we 
would not do it. I had respect for this 
religion of the Sherpas and for Ang Dorjee 
as a friend . But for myself, I had this 
feeling that it was not necessary that we 
should go up these 4 more metres . And I 
hope that even now nobody has been to the 
summit of Kangchenjunga." 

What or who are these gods of whom the 
Sherpas speak? For the lay people they are 
an unquestioned part of the religion and 
culture in which they have grown up. 
Respect for the gods, controlling their 
greed for cutting too many trees, or 
carelessness in polluting streams, provided 
the law of basic ecology which kept the 
Sherpa homeland balanced, productive, 
and unpolluted for successive generations 
of families . 

Sherpas may point out examples such as 
the avalanche which swept away part of the 
village after the first ascent of the sacred 
peak of Gauri Shankar, but for more 
detailed information on religious matters, 
they will always refer you to the experts -
the Sherpa lamas (priests) . 

Some of the lamas are outspoken about 
the expeditions, accusing the mountaineers 
of being so blinded by their greed for fame 

that they do not care about the environ
ment or even the fate of the Sherpas they 
employ. 

The reincarnate lama of Thangboche 
sees many expeditions each year and gives 
many blessings and protective amulets to 
Sherpas about to go climbing. H-., has 
learned diplomacy and explains the situa
tion more gently: 

"Each place has its own god and the 
people living there pay attention to it . 
Khumbu Yu Lha is the god of Khumbu; we 
do the ceremonies for it which focus the 
energy of our spirit on the mountain and its 
god. The power of the god causes the 
energy in the earth, the fertility and the 
flow of water, to flow in harmony with the 
needs of man. 

There are many different gods, on Cho
molongma (Everest) and Gauri Shankar, 
on different mountains llnd in different 
places. In the practice of Buddha-dharma, 
by meditation training, our spirit becomes 
clear, and clean, and at this point great 
energy becomes possible for us. It was with 
this power the first lamas controlled the 
gods. 

If we go on the mountain, the home of 
the god, and make it dirty with foul smells, 
then the god may be offended and even
tually will leave, upsetting the balance of 
energies in the land. 

In order to obtain a good rebirth for the 
next lifetime, we must purify our bad 
karma: people who go on the mountain 
should beware if greed and ambition moti
vates them to do it. In Sherpa culture it is 
good to die peacefully in our home, where 
the lama can guide the departing con
sciousnes to a good rebirth. To die on the 
mountain in pain and terror, this is not a 
good death; it is difficult to keep the 
mindfulness needed for a good rebirth. 
The Sherpas pay attention to all this, but 
then, they have to go up onto the moun
tains in order to earn money." 

The lamas as well as the Sherpas are 
aware that without the climbers and other 
tourists, the Sherpa economy today would 
collapse; the problems of climbing moun
tains are just a part of a much bigger 
dependence on foreign income. 

Dawa Sherpa is 21, and is a monk at a 
Sherpa monastery, but has already been on 
a few climbing expeditions. 

"Yes, if I was asked to go on another 
expedition, I would go again, because this 
is the only way I can earn enough money to 
support seven brothers and sisters and my 
parents. 

I think it is possible to appease the gods 
with ceremonies and hope they don't get 
angry and hope you don't get killed. It is 
true that to die in this way may lead to a 
bad rebirth , but for myself I am not afraid. 
I have spent many years in a monastery 
practising the inner meditation necessary 
for the death time. I believe that even if I 
were crushed in an avalanche I would be 
able to concentrate on this practice and die 
well. Of course I would prefere not to die, 
to be able to earn money in a safer way -
perhaps one day there will be other 

occupations available to Sherpas." 
A new occupation, of 'base camp 

maintenance' is beginning to emerge in the 
few modern expeditions which do not use 
Sherpas to climb and haul loads for the 
members. 

Messner, reflecting on his solo climb of 
Everest, and other ascents in similar style, 
speaks of his future plans: 

"I like to do the lightweight expeditions, 
the quick climbs. The time when someone 
is coming with 30 or 40 people to a big 
mountain with a lot of oxygen and a lot of 
Sherpas, it's over. It's boring. Next spring I 
hope to go to Annapurna West Face with 4 
or 5 people; winter 84 I'd like to go to 
Makalu, to finish the four 8,000 meter 
peaks left for me. But after that I would 
like to do more hard routes on smaller 
mountains in wilder areas. So much of 
Nepal is so much used by so many expedi
tions. You go on a mountain and on the 
right side there's an expedition with 50 
people and on the other side another 
expedition ... and at the bottom there's five 
base camps, it's too much. 

I don't think the Sherpas understand 
what the tourists are ruining, they only see 
the opportunity to make good business. 
Only a few of them realise what they are 
losing; the rhythm of life, the big wildness 
they had up there. These few are not 
strong enough to persuade the government 
that maybe they should go slowly with this 
development. They are hving now with the 
development we had in the Western coun
tries at the beginning of this century. If it 
goes ahead like it has, in 50 years they will 
have the same problems we have in the 
West. Now, we are running away from the 
problems in Europe, in 50 years they will 
have the problems here, and then I wonder 
where we will run." .. 

One of the main effects of the develop
ment in Khumbu has been the extensive 
deforestation and resulting soil erosion. 
Mick Chapman, head of a Kathmandu 
trekking agency, comments on the present 
situation: · 

"There's hundreds of climbers in Khum
bu every year, as well as all the trekkers; it 
really increased with the Lukla airstrip. 
This year, the two Everest expeditions 
have 1,700 porter loads of e9.uipment 
between them, then there's. expeditions on 
Cho Oyu, Baruntse, Pumori, Nuptse, 
Lhotse , Kusum Kanguru - to name but a 
few. Hundreds of climbers. 

O .K., now you've got these regulations 
that an expeditions and trekking groups 
have to cook on kerosene . But the local 
inhabitants are allowed to use wood, so all 
Sherpas with the teams can use wood. 
Then you've got the Sherpa-run tourist 
lodges and the National Park lodges them
selves, all .using wood, so all the individual 
visitors are eating food, taking hot show
ers, that have used wood. Then there's 25 
park ·guards, mostly from somewhere in 
the Terai (tropical Nepal) all feeling cold, 
sitting around wood fires to keep warm!" 

Sir Edmund Hillary, because of his 
involvement with the Sherpas after his 
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Above: This Sherpa child will grow up in a vastly changed Nepal. 
Top Right: Typical of the emerging Sherpa elite, sirdar Sherpa Jangbo from Namche Bazar. Photos: O'Connor. 
Bottom Right: Ngawang Tenzing 's western mountain gear contrasts with his colleagues more traditional garb. Photo: Elaine Brook. 

Everest climb, was largely instrumental in 
the setting up of the National Park. Ironi
cally , it was he who instigated the building 
of the Lukla airstrip in Khumbu. But he 
did perceive the prescience of the Sherpa 
culture with regard to their environment; a 
rare example of the conservation of a 
resource before it became scarce. Speaking 
to Tom Laird in 1981, he says , 

"A lot of people say that if there is a 
wilderness area, that it is the right of 
everybody to be able to physically visit it. 
In other words if you're not physically 
active enough to get in there , there should 
be a road in there and so forth . But I think 
there should also be places where unless 
you have the energy to walk, then you 
can't get in there; that's just really hard 
luck and that's all there is to it. Because 
these are the places that are going to be 
preserved for the future . 
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What was nice about the Himalayas 
when I first came here was the local people 
did have this acceptance of certain rules 
and regulations as far as their environment 
was concerned. There wasn't great destruc
tion of the local flora and fauna . There 
wasn't any shooting of animals by the 
Sherpas at all... 

The concept of National Parks is very 
much a concept which has developed out of 
the well-to-do industrialised society; peo
ple develop this desire to become more 
related to their environment , they want to 
get back into the wilds . .. 

As far as the Sherpas are concerned, I 
think that possibly they feel that there have 
been certain disadvantages to having the 
park. But I think something really had to 
be done. There was the impact of tourism, 
producing all these side effects, destruction 
of forests and so on. Thirty years ago the 

Sherpas really did seem to have a balanced 
understanding of what they should do with 
their forests . But I think the impact of the 
foreigner , who has a need for larger 
quantities of wood, tended to disrupt the 
old Sherpa customs in this regard. They cut 
firewood to sell, at considerable prices , to 
expeditions and trekkers ." 

Hillary saw these environmental changes 
as a reflection of an underlying change in 
the Sherpa attitude to life. What is it that is 
changing this world view? Is it the inevit
able influence of an enormous number of 
people from a very different society, who 
are at the same time a source of large sums 
of money for this part of the world? Both 
Hillary and Messner point out this need to 
get back to the wilderness that is born of 
living in an industrialised society. From the 
Sherpa point of view, it is possible to see 
climbing as bringing into the wilderness the 



goal-oriented, competitive attitudes which 
are essentially the attitudes of the indust
rial society from which mountaineers are 
supposedly escaping. 

When speaking of his companion on 
Everest, Hillary perceives this change in 
attitude and motivation ; 

"Later in his career this desire to get to 
the top was quite strong. Much stronger 
than the majority of Sherpas have , even 
today. There are a lot of Sherpas now who 
realise the benefits of getting to the top of a 
mountain, but Tenzing was one of the first 
who was really motivated by this and as a 
consequence in my view, it made him one 
of the more formidable Sherpas. He had 
the physical strength, but so have other 
Sherpas. But he had this motivation to get 
to the top. That's the only thing that makes 
a Westerner any good really on Everest -
he's got this tremendous motivation, he's 
come a long way, it's the biggest, and he 
wants to get to the top of it and it keeps 
him going even when physically he may 
feel very poorly and all the rest of it. I 
wanted to get to the top, sure, I wouldn't 
have bothered going there otherwise. It's a 
very miserable business, high altitude. 
Nobody wants to spend a lot of time there. 
So unless you've got this motivation - the 
motivation can be finance, as it certainly 
was in the case of many of the Sherpas -
and a lot of the Westerners now realise that 
if they do a successful climb they can write 
books, and become better known, and it 
will make life easier for them." 

Pemba Sherpa is one of the top Sardars 
in the business, and now no longer has to 
haul loads through the icefall for his living. 
He is an organiser and guide and seldom 
goes above base camp. He owns two 
houses, and is putting on weight . 

"The sahibs climb to be famous. What 
other reason could there be? All the 
Sherpa think this. The young Sherpas 
climb because they can make a lot of 
money and if they do well, one day they 
can be a big Sardar and not have to take 
risks any more . I've got a family and kids 
now, I don't want to go back in the icefall 
again . Being famous for climbing moun
tains per se means little in Sherpa society , 
but any boost to your career , brought 
about by hard work whatever it is , which 
creates wealth and influence , well , that 
gives you status in Sherpa society. So I 
suppose it helps indirectly , but Sherpa who 
get to a lot of summits - it's just doing their 
job; it's dangerous but it's a way to earn 
good money. 

The new small climbing expeditions , 
well , in a way it's good the Sherpa can earn 
money without so much risk, but what 
about our insurance? If they start buying 
trekking insurance because we're only 
going to base camp and then they have an 
accident up on the mountain and they 
radio down they want to be rescued - what 
can we do? It 's bad for us not to go up , but 
if we go up and we don't have full 
equipment and some Sherpas die or get 
frostbite , then there 's no insurance for 
them or their families. If there's no insur-

ance in Kathmandu, the sahibs go back to 
their own country , and we never see them 
or the insurance again." 

Mick Chapman and forester Nick Seely 
have together climbed 12 peaks over 
20,000', in parties of two or four , without 
Sherpas. On the eve of their departure to 
Kang Guru (22 ,903') I found them prepar
ing in classic British style with quantities of 
beer in the bar of the Shankar Hotel in 
Kathmandu. After a few beers , Mick 
spoke about why they were doing the 
expedition. 

"We're just having a holiday, a break 
from the city, and we enjoy climbing. 
We're not interested in making a big 
commercial thing of it, and we don't want 
to hassle with numbers of porters and 
Sherpas and so on. And no radio - if we 
want rescuing we'll have to run down the 
mountain and tell them first! We don't use 
Sherpas to carry our stuff for us - if you're 
coming to climb in the Himalayas, come 
and climb in the Himalayas. If you go to 
climb McKinley you don't buy Alaskans to 
carry your stuff. It's just a leftover attitude 
from the days of the British Raj. 

As far as insurance is concerned, we've 
had to pay full climbing insurance for our 3 
base camp staff even though that's as high 
as they're going. That's the law for climb
ing expeditions. Don't forget you can go up 
to 20,000' on a trek permit; it's the people 
who get hurt on those trips who can lose 
out because buying insurance is still a 
matter of choice. 

We're not pressured by circumstances to 
get to the top at all costs. If the weather 
comes in really bad, we come back - none 
of this 'Well we've come all this way and 
spent £30,000 and we've got sponsors 
breathing down our necks and what about 
my lecture tour, we've got to go even 
though there 's avalanche conditions.' The 
total cost of our trip is about £1,500 and 
half of that is the peak fee and LO ... 

Of course it makes a difference if you've 
been here before; you can get all the 
bureaucracy sorted out really quickly; you 
don't get your stuff stuck in customs - in 
fact we've bought all our food and equip
ment in Kathmandu . Get the bus to 
Dumre, find a tea-shop for food, beer and 
sleep, and go and get on with it . I think 
climbing magazines create a mystique ab
out climbing in the Himalayas - once 
you've been here and know how it works , 
you' re 50 percent up the climb before 
you've started." 

I asked Nick about the role of the 
Sherpas as he saw it . 

"The base camp team are all friends of 
ours ; we know we can rely on them to get 
our stuff into base camp OK and get on 
with their job. 

On one of our early trips we invited a 
Sherpa friend to come and climb with us , 
and I know the money was an attraction . 
But once we got on the mountain it was 
obvious he was a family man with three 
kids , and he was being really cautious and 
not there for the same reasons we were . 
From then on , well , we feel justified in 

climbing, in taking that risk for ourselves 
but not justified in taking that risk for 
other people . I mean , for the pittance you 
pay'em, I'd feel really bad if one of them 
got killed . And then his wife and kids get 
$10,000; it's not much these days even in 
Khumbu, and it's got to last her the rest of 
her life. 

I know a lot of climbers resent the gear 
they have to give their Sherpas - but do 
they really expect them to go up there 
without it? These old-time stories of these 
incredible hill people sleeping outside 
without sleeping bags and walking through 
the snow barefoot - they didn't do it for fun 
and they don't do it now if they've got a 
choice ... 

A lot of the guys don' t make much. My 
friend Ngawang's one of the strongest 
climbers around; he got back from Churen 
Himal last year and sold all his gear and 
finished up with 5,000 rupees (£250); with 
that he bought a set of offering bowls for 
his altar at home. When he was at the high 
camp on Everest they offered him the 
chance to go to the summit, and he refused 
because he belives it's Chomolongma, the 
mother-goddess of the world. So Sundare 
went instead. It's a different thing for 
them; there's the sahibs congratulating 
each other on getting to the top, but the 
Sherpa just comes back into camp and his 
mates say, 'Oh great, glad you're back. 
Glad you're still here .' Then the wester
ners go back home big heros 'cause they 
climbed a mountain, while the Sherpa goes 
down the chang-shop with his mates and 
gets drunk." 

In understanding the Sherpas, Hillary 
was, perhaps, ahead of his time. The 
intervening 30 years have given ample 
opportunity for mountaineers to build on 
his experience and insights, but in fact only 
a few have bothered to find out what the 
Sherpas really think . Even admirers of the 
Sherpa attitude to life have not questioned 
the source of this attitude , and uncon
sciously assume they are improving the 
Sherpa outlook by teaching them to climb. 
Most climbers , naturally , think favourably 
of a Sherpa who has developed a more 
western, goal-oriented outlook; a will to 
get to the top, to achieve. 

This changing of the Sherpa attitudes, 
influencing them with money , has not , in 
fact, altered much since General Bruce 
said , "We must make the Sherpas want to 
get to the top if we are to succeed." 

That he did 'succeed ' is reflected in 
Hillary's comment on·today's large expedi
tions . 

"Mostly now the climbers just sit in their 
tents till the camps are stocked [by the 
Sherpas] ... ! think the major reason more 
Sherpas are killed on the mountain is 
because they go through the icefall many 
times rather than once. " 

It is, ultimately , the Sherpas' choice. 
(I wouldn't say it is the Sherpa 's choice, it 

is the Sherpa 's burden if he wishes to earn 
his money. The foreigner tempts him with 
money and equipment - there isn 't much 
choice involved in it. - Ed Hillary). 
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mountain. No photographs were sh0wn of 
the great Second Step - the infamous 
obstacle whose very feasibility has been the 
object of vigorous debate for decades. 

Both the Alpine Journal and the Hima
layan Journal cast strong editorial doubt on 
the veracity of the Chinese 1960 ascent. 
Writing in the Himalayan Journal, Secret
ary of the Mt. Everest Foundation Thomas 
Blakeney stated the case bluntly: " ... it 
cannot be said that the Chinese have 
provided adequate evidence that they 
reached the summit of the mountain. This 
is not the same as saying definitely that 
they failed. But the evidence provided is 
poor. ... the story ... is too dramatised, 
too involved in braggadociao, to be satis
factory; the tale of any first ascent requires 
to be factual and exact, and this is not" <5>. 

The dispute was fuelled further by the 
French climbing journal La Montagne 
which published a single frame of an 8mm 
cine camera the Chinese said they had 
taken to the summit <16>. The frame came 
from a sequence the Chinese say was shot 
early in the morning, during their descent 
at a height of 8700m, a hundred meters 
above the Second Step. This "8700m vista" 
was crucial to the Chinese claim because it 
seemed to be the only objective evidence 
that the climbers got above the so-called 
"unsealable" barrier of the Second Step. If 
the Chinese had surmounted it, Western 
mountaineers would be much more ready 
to credit them with success. 

Various groups subjected the 8700m 
vista to photogrammetry analysis and came 
to different conclusions. R. B. Goodfellow 
reported that his analysis confirmed the 
Chinese claim, although he did not rule out 
that the vista could have been photo
graphed as well from an airplane Pl. But a 
comprehensive analysis by Hugh Merrick 
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Chan-chun (upper left), leader of the Chinese 
Mountaineering Expedition and the Jolmo Lungma 
Climbers, Wang Fu-chou (upper right), Gonpa, Tibetan 
(lower left) and Chu Yin-hua (lower right) 

placed the height of the 8700m vista 
photographer at 8500m - the bottom of 
the First Step <8>. A subsequent re-analysis 
by Merrick the following year "confirmed" 
the 8500m height for him, and - he says -
for the well-known Himalayan authority 
Professor (Gunther 0.) Dyhrenfurth (9). 

Yet in the same issue of the Alpine 
Journal, J. R. Wager of 1933 Everest fame, 
agrees with the Chinese. 

In view of the lack of agreement on the 
results of these amateur efforts at photo 
analysis, none of the "proofs" seemed very 
compelling, and the Chinese claim to have 
ascended Mt. Everest in 1960 remained 
under a cloud. 

There are a number of other seemingly 
factural errors in the 1960 ascent account 
that, were they made by Westeners, would 
rule out the claimed ascent from serious 
consideration. Except for one unlikely 
witness for the defence. 

When the Chinese initially described 
their second ascent of Mt. Everest in 1975, 
it was too riddled with inconsistencies , and 
it too was greeted with deep scepticism. 
This time the Chinese had plenty of sum
mit photographs - an individual shot of 
each of the 9 climbers taken on the 
summit , for instance - but each photo was 
totally devoid of any background detail 
that would verify the locale! Based on this 
initial photographic evidence which was 
submitted to Ken Wilson , then editor of 
Mountain Magazine, he too was compelled 
to withhold judgment until proper evi
dence was produced ( JO). But produced it 
was in the form of a lavishly illustrated 
book Another Ascent of the World's High
est Peak - Qomolangma <4l, (Foreign 
Languages Press, Peking, 1975) the photo
graphs of which proved that the Chinese 
ascent of Mt. Everest in 1975 was a 

stunning success. To cap the matter, the 
nine-man Chinese ascent team erected a 
"quad-pod" on the summit that has re
mained in place to this day. 

Many photographs of the North side of 
Mt. Everest, this time taken from known 
altitudes, were included in the book and 
could be compared to the 8700m vista. One 
of these, on pages 84-85 is splendidly 
similar to the 1960 view, and shows clearly 
that both photos were taken well above the 
Second Step. 

But if this analysis of the 8700m Vista 
finally proves the Chinese got above the 
Second Step, did they get to the top? The 
remaining 150m falls prey once again to 
gross factual error, or to mistranslation. In 
the official 1960 account the Chinese de
scribe the summit of Mt. Everest as rock
strewn when it is most certainly perpetually 
snow-covered. Describing his comrade's 
success at reaching "an oval-shaped crest 
between snow and rock - the summit of 
Mt. Everest," the account bearing Mr. 
Shi's name further stated : "With great 
excitement Konbu drew from his rucksack 
the five-star national flag and a small 
plaster bust of Chairman Mao Tze-tung, 
placed them on a boulder and secured 
them with small stones." In no other 
account of the summit of Mt. Everest has 
the presence of rocks or boulders ever 
been mentioned. 

Strangely, this same dilemma occured to 
Shi Zhanchun a few years earlier when he 
was leader of the Chinese Expedition to 
Minya Konga. There too , his team-mates 
reached what they believed to be the 
summit of this 24,900-ft. peak , and claimed 
to have buried a container under a stone 
cairn they erected at the summit. Yet 
according to Terris Moore who made the 
thoroughly documented first ascent of 



Left: Press reaction to 1960 Chinese Everest ascent was mixed. Portraits of climbers taken from 1961 Mountaincraft. 
Above: Panorama from 1975 Chinese book, "Another Ascent of the World's Highest Peak", with inset from 1960 ascent photos, 
showing correlation of peaks. 

Minya Konka in 1932, photographic proof 
of the altitude reached by the 1957 Chinese 
Expedition stops at 20,500ft . of this 24,900-
ft . high peak (11). And , like Mt. Everest , 
the summit of Minya Konka is also be
lieved to be a perpetual glacial cap. On 
Minya Konka the nearest stones are at 
least a thousand feet away according to 
Moore. 

Given this substantial , incriminating evi
dence from the Chinese themselves , it is 
easy to see why their 1960 Everest attempt 
has remained in doubt for so long. 

However, since Western montaineers 
have a~ain been permitted to climb in 
China (The Japanese were first with their 
Mt. Everest ascent in 1980) doubt about 
their 1960 ascent has been eroding rapidly. 
Based more on a man-to-man reading of 
the character of the Chinese climbers, 
many influential mountaineers came away 
from their hosts with the conviction that 
perhaps they had indeed reached the sum
mit in 1960. Commandant Marmier of the 
French Military Everest Expedition came 
to believe the Chinese claim, as did British 
Everester Chris Bonington, and Amer
icans Galen Rowell and Andy Harvard. 
Reinhold Messner writes that the Chinese 
1960 ascent is "believable". 

As persuasive as these opinions are , one 
is uncomfortable with the knowwledge that 
they come from men whose professional 
lives consist at least partially in maintaining 
themselves in the good graces of the 
Chinese Mountaineering Association. And 
their Chinese comrades - the summiteers 
- had had bestowed on themselves secure 
careers as liaison officers . It is a situation 
fraught with the greatest perils of uncon
scious, self-serving argument, and one the 

historian must view with the greatest cau
tion . If only there were one scintilla more 
of objective evidence .. . 

This evidence has finally been disco
vered. An article unearthed by British 
mountaineering researcher Audrey Salkeld 
shows that , like the disputed 8700m' vista 
photograph, an early Chinese description 
of the summit terrain did in fact contain 
positive evidence of a successful ascent. In 
the Summer 1961 issue of Mountain Craft, 
an account of the climb was published that 
was written by summiteers Wang Fu-chou 
and Chu Yin-hua. Unlike the opaque 
description of the summit terrain in Mr. 
Shi's official account appearing in the 
Alpine Journal, the Mountain Craft ver
sion clears up completely the crucial confu
sion about the rocks . 

The Mountain Craft version explained 
that the 1960 summiteers did cover the bust 
of Mao with stones, but this act did not 
accur on the summit proper. "We placed 
the Chinese national flag and a plaster bust 
of Chairman Mao Tse-tung separately on a 
great rock to the north-west of the summit 
and covered them with small stones" (12) _ 

That "great rock" is depicted clearly on the 
cover photograph of the 1975 ascent book . 
A search of Everest literature shows that 
this particular terrain feature had not been 
described in any accounts prior to the 
publication of the Mountain Craft article. 

A comparison of photos finally taken 
above the Second Step from the north with 
that of the disputed Chinese 1960 photos 
shows that the strongest evidence used to 
discredit the Chinese claim - actually 
supports it. 

The second-most suspicious evidence 
had been the unbelievable description of 

the summit of Mt. Everest as being rock
strewn. Careful research now also proves 
this evidence to have been misleading ( and 
clearly the fault of the propagandists who 
rewrote Shi Zhan-chun's expedition re
port) . Instead of casting doubt on the 
Chinese claim, the unadorned summit
rocks account can now been seen to prove 
it truthful also . 

What is left to say about the 1960 
Chinese ascent of Mt . Everest? First , the 
evidence proves that they succeeded in 
reaching the summit - as they have 
steadfastly maintained . Second , the 
Chinese 1960 climb of Mt. Everest must 
now certainly be ranked among the most 
hard-fought ascents in Himalayan history. 
And it must be recognized as the first 
proven ascent of the north side of the 
mountain . 

The Chinese have never been properly 
honoured for this remarkable and arduous 
ascent, nor has the skill, courage and fierce 
determination of their climbers been prop
erly acknowledged by Western moun
taineers. These are omissions that we, the 
mountaineering fraternity, should correct 
officially and gladly, rather than simply 
annotating the correction en passant into 
our mountaineering history books. 

Footnotes: 
I. Al 1961 p32. 
2. Ibid p32 regarded by Western climbers . 
3. 1965 bk 4m high p52 (un-numbered) . 
4. Another ascent of the World's Highe, t Peak , Qomolangma 

(1975) p(J(J. " 
5. Al 1961 p41. 
6. La Montagne, February 1961 , P9. 
7. Al 1961 , p315. 
8. Al 1962, p312. 
9. Al 1963, p49. 

10. Mountain , July 1975 pp230-231. 
11. Men Against the Clouds, Burdsall , Emmons, Moor, Young; 

Harper & Bros., 1935. Reissued by The Mountaineers, 1980. 
12. Mountain Craft Summer 1961 ,p!O. 
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Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

The Rum Doodle Man 
It was a radio reading by Derek 
Guyler ofTHE ASCENT OF RUM 
DOODLE some ten or fifteen 
years ago that really opened my 
eyes to the subtleties of that 
book's deadpan humour. For me, 
Guyler was able to perfectly 
evoke the air of authoratative 
incompetence that so 
characterises Binder, the hero of 
the tale, leader of an expedition 
bent on climbing Rum Doodle, a 
40,000 ft. peak in the Himalayas. 
And a pretty rum do itturns out 
to be. Binder's intricately-laid 
plans founder on the rocks of 
monumental bungling and 
human frailty, and the final and 
successful outcome is quite 
fortuitous and largely due to the 
team's efforts to escape the 
terrible meals of.l:h.e-expeqition 
cook. 

I was convinced that despite their 
exaggerated idiosyncrasies, 
Binder's doughty companions 
Tom Burley, Christopher Wish, 
Humphrey Jungle, Ridley Prone 
and all - must surely have been 
drawn from life ... anctnot any old 
life but that which breathes the 
attenuated air of South Audley 
Street. Rum Doodle must have 
been written by an ironic 
observer within the sanctum of 
the Alpine Club and I fancied I 
could identify models from 
among AC members past and 
present. That I reasoned could 
have accounted for the frosty 
review the book received in the 
A J when it first appeal's!d and 
when it wa.s picking up raves 
across the water in the American 
AJ. This conjecture seemed 
further substantiated some years 
later when Geoff Birtles reprinted 
Rum Doodle and the humourist 
Miles Kington, giving it a bit of a 
splash, remarked that Dark Peak, 
the Sheffield publishers, 
themselves knew nothing of Mr. 
Bowman. I took this as proof that 
the author was concealing his 
true identity behind a 
pseudonym. Bowman? Must be 
code for Archer, I thought, or 
Hunter perhaps, or Hood ... ? 

I couldn't have been more wrong . 
In 1983 Rum Doodle was 
republished yet again and its 
mysterious author finally 
revealed. In a sympathetic 
interview in the London Standard 
W. E. Bowman - Bill Bowman -
emerged as a gentle ~etirnd 
engineer, living in Guildford, a 
little bemused, the paper 
remarked, at the prospect of 
becoming a comic cult at the age 
of 72. (Among mountaineers of 
course he had been that for 
almost 30 years already!) Not a 
member of the Alpine Club at all. 
Nor, by his own admission even a 
mountaineer, more a walker. The 
idea for Rum Doodle came to him 
on a walking holiday in the Lake 
District. 
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It was one day early last May that 
I finally made Bill Bowman's 
acquaintance. I had intended to 
re-read Rum Doodle on the 
journey down to Guildford, but 
had to give up at Reading, where 
I changed trains, when I found 
myself helplessly laughing aloud 
on a crowded platform. To break 
the ice when we first met, 
Bowman showed me a 
photograph ofthe peak in 
Antarctica, near Mount Mawson, 
that the Australians have called 
Rumdoodle; we picked it out on 
the map. Aussie Antartic 
scientists, it appears, have 
actually coined a verb to 
rumdoodle, and there is a Rum 
Doodle Restaurant in Katmandu 
(Bowman received an invitation 
to its opening). Rum Doodle has 
appeared on a Board Game, and I 
reminded him of the Alpine 
Stomach Group of California, an 
elite organisation dedicated to 
'hi-falutin cuisine in high places' 
whose bible is Rum Doodle. ('An 
inordinately serious attitude 
towards climbing shows a lack of 
respect for Rum Doodle' th_e . 
Club's Articles state and this 1s 
borne out by the fact that after his 
ascent of Everest, Lute Jerstad 
(one of the Founding Stomachs) 
was relegated from Stomach 
Ordinaire to Stomach Irregular) . 
So how did Rum Doodle come to 
be written, I asked him. It rather 
wrote itself, he said. Binder, and 
indeed all the Rum Doodle 
characters, grew effortlessly. The 
running jokes (fiancees, the 
repetition of the number, 153) 
weren't planned, they happened 
(153 was the number of his 
house). A Pooterish quality has 
often been attributed to the 
writing; Bowman's own favourite 
'comic' books would include 
Three Men in a Boat, Diary of a 
Nobody and Tilman's Nanda 
Devi. Hang on a minute! Nanda 
Devi? He showed me the well
thumbed page he had shown the 
London reporter: 'At breakfast 
next morning we were 
entertained by a party of strolling 
minstrels;two bold-looking 
hussies and an insignificant little 
man playing a drum with his 
fingers. We gave them a rupee 
which was apparently far too 
much, for they were beside 
themselves with delight and I 
feared they would follow us_ up 
the mountain'. I had to admit I 
could see what he meant. 

Of course the thing not to forget 
is that Rum Doodle was first 
published in 1956 fn the wake of 
the first ascent of Everest and all 
the New Elizabethan brouhaha 
that accompanied.it. An antidote 
was needed, Bowman had felt, 
and it was no accident either that 
his second book THE CRUISE OF 
THE TALKING FISH (again 
featuring the intreped Binder 
and, if anything, more surrealist 
than the first) followed closel'j 

upon the Kon Tiki's publicity. 
I wanted to know more about this 
man who was not subject to the 
blind reverence for popular 
achievement common to the age. 
(Satire was not a feature of the 
mid-fifties). During the first world 
war he lived in the Yorkshire 
countryside behind Harrogate. 
He won a scholarship to 
grammar school and v...:hen that 
expired, he was called 1!1 to the 
headmaster who told him he had 
the choice of two jobs: one, as I 
remember was as a dogsbody 
sort of job on a building ~ite or 
something, the other trainee
draughtsman in a Teesside 
steelworks. He chose the 
steelworks and eventually 
became an engineer, designing 
power stations and bridges. 
There was a line in the Standard 
interview that had particularly 
struck me : "'All my life" said Bill 
Bowman, "I have disliked 
engineering very much".' An 
overstatement, surely? "Oh" he 
replied mildly "I'd say that was 
fair." Once home from work he 
would write; that was what he 
really liked, and for his holidays 
he would cycle the 100 miles to 
the Lake District for walking and 
climbing. He once went after 
work on a Friday evening, 
climbed all day and cycled back 
on the Saturday night. He was so 
tired he kept falling asleep on his 
bike, he recalled with a chuckle. 
The first time he had seen Napes 
Needle he knew he had to climb 
it. Nothing short of getting killed 
would have stopped him. It was 
nearly always the Lakes he went 
to, only once to Switzerland. 

Quite early on, out of his 
structural engineering drawing, 
grew an interest in Relativity. It 
became an abiding passion. He 
remained convinced that the way 
it was taught loses sight of its 
commonsense. It should be 
possible, he believed! to simplify 
Einstein's Laws, and in an 
attempt to prove his point he has 
written several books and papers 
on the subject which have met 
with polite but noncommital 
response from physicists. 
Commonsense has always been 
of paramount important to him. 
Though obviously very 
concerned and socialistic in his 
attitudes, he would have found it 
difficult he said, to accept the 
rigidity of any dogma - be it 
religious, political or even party
political - because he would 
always want to reserve the right 
to apply commonsense without 
constraint to each and every 
issue. "How can people deny their 
humanity by unquestioning 
acceptance of beliefs", he 
demanded, "I cannot credit it; it 
makes me think all politicians 
should be regarded as suspect." 
He rejoiced after the war when 
Attlee got in, but he feels now 
that so many opportunities were 

lost. For four years he worked for 
ten shillings a week in post-war 
Germany as part of the 
rehabilitation programme. ''They 
were looking to Britain for a new 
military strategy, they admired 
our democracy. And all we did 
was push them back along the 
same road, back to the same old 
power struggles." 

We were ranging freely now -
atomic weaponry, genetic 
engineering, the corrupti,:ig . 
influence of power, what 1s being 
done to ethnic minorities, 
corporate insanity, but once we 
got onto the deification of. 
'scientists' he brought us lightly 
back to Rum Doodle. "Another 
thing I could never understand, is 
the public's gullibility for pseudo
scientific claims. Take the Bergen 
Rucksack. It produced bent 
mountaineers for generations. 
And what about string vests?" Ah, 
what indeed? 
'What happened after the Talking 
Fish? Why were there no more 
books then?" I asked. It turns out 
that his publishers Max Parrish 
were going out of business; he 
had no agent at the time and so 
there was no-one pressing him to 
write. With a wife, a son and 
daughter to support, the 
pressures to make a living were 
stronger. But when he_ retired and 
his two books were reissued by 
Arrow, then he did get an agent 
and was asked to write more. 
Which he did. A third Binder book 
MABITS took shape, but it was 
not the same. He found he had 
changed in the years between ; he 
no longer wanted to write light 
farce but to go more deeply into 
the characters. Binder himself 
had evolved. From being 
something of a laughing-stock to 
his 'men', a creature without any 
antennae for picking up what was 
really going on, he.now emerged 
as a far more sympathetic and 
aware individual, more estimable 
in the eyes of the others and the 
role of buffoon passed to other 
characters. It is hard to 
summarise the plot of Ma bits 
except to say that the civilised 
world is threatened by a 
mathematical takeover 
(mathematics being, 'a kind of 
Frankenstein's monster: a 
creation of the human mind that 
has got out of control: a tool that 
has become the master) - or is it 
all a hoax? It's an odd story and 
not at all what Bowman's agent 
or publishers had had in mind. It 
did the rounds of a few other 
publishing houses but baffled 
them all and failed to find a 
market. 

Meanwhile, however, Rum 
Doodle was 'discovered' by a 
couple of dramatists in Great 
Dun mow who adapted it for their 
local amateur theatrical group. 
But before it could be put on, 
Bowman's agent showed it to 
Dinsdale Landon who 

immediately bought the rights, 
hoping to get it p~t on in Lo,:ido,n 
with himself as Binder. He d1dn t 
want Great Dun mow to preempt 
his performance but was having 
difficulty finding a backer. In the 
last letter I received from 
Bowman he regretted there was 
still no sign of angel wings. 
A couple of evenings ago I 

_ received a telephone call from a 
mutual friend. "I don't know it 
you've heard" he said, "Bill 
Bowman has just died. A heart 
attack. He'd been in hospital 
around Christmas b-.t seemed to 
be getting better and had come 
home when it happened." 
I put down the receiver shocked 
and angry. Having finally 
discovered, such an original , 
cherishable man, selfishly, I 
hadn't wanted him ever to die. 

Kendal Update 
from Bernard Newman 
The British International 
Mountaineering Film Festival is 
nearly upon us aga in (1-3rd 
March), signalling the onset of 
Spring, tralala, and the fact that 
we're all another year older. Part 
of Mountain's sponsorship for 
the Festival is providing free 
publicity, and an organiser, so 
pin your ears back! There has 
been a little confusion with 
regard to the still photographic 
competition, and how many 
entries you are allowed, due to 
ambiguous wording on the entry 
form . Contestants are allowed a 
total of six entries per category 
with a maximum of three colour 
and three of black and white 
prints, (sorry no slides),_at an 
entry fee of £1 .00 per pn nt. 
On the film side, there's lots to 
watch, including the World 
Premier of the Border T.V. rock 
climbing series, as well as 
Edlingers Vertical Opera, 
Affanassieff's Broad Peak film , 
and major contributions from Leo 
Dickinson and Greg Lowe. 
As an aperitif on Friday, there will 
be a showing of the masterpiece, 
The Eiger Sanction starring Clint 
Eastwood. 
So come to Kendal, and have a 
real good time, see some great 
climbing films and meet all your 
old friends. There can't be a 
better way to start the season! 
Further details from Europa 
Sport, Ann Street, Kendal, 
Cumbria. 
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BOOKS: Award Winning Shishapangma Book 
Mountain Leadership Update 
Second Hillary Autobiography 

The Shishapangma Expedition 
by Doug Scott and Alex 
MacIntyre 
Granada £12.95 
Anyone who has even a passing 
interest in expedition climbing, 
Tibet, high altitude psychology, 
how to play the Chinese at 
diplomatic cricket, the sayings of 
Doug, the life of the prophet 
Milarepa or in a variety of other 
entertainments from climbing 
history to histrionics will find this 
book compelling readirJg. It 
adapts a style of expedition 
writing which is often talked 
about but rarely used 
successfully, that is, to let 
everyone have their say. Scott 
and MacIntyre share the role of 
principle writers, but the injection 
of commentary by other 
members - Roger Baxter-Jones, 
Elaine Brooks, Nick Prescott and 
Paul Braithwaite - not only adds 
new insight on the events, at 
times it introduces a 
diametrically opposed point of 
view that may catch our 
sympathies off guard. We are 
allowed to take sides at moments 
of stress and act as judges on 
matters of personal principles 
and motivation. The team is 
honest yet stays on the right side 
of self justification and 
confession. 
Well put together in form, the 
book also offers moments of fine 
imagery and good descriptive 
writing. Scott and MacIntyre 
provide balance and counter
point throughout. They clearly 
express in words and action how 
differences of age .and motivation 
coming together on a big hill for 
the first time might spoil not only 
the attempt on the mountain but 
also the relationships between 
members. On Shishapangma, the 
strength of personalities 
eventually resolves itself in a 
successful climb. Near the end of 
the book, a punch up between 
Scott and MacIntyre results in a 
final catharsis and reconcilliation. 
Only Alex's death nine months 
later comes between their new 
friendship. 
Doug Scott's calm, 
comprehensive and scholarly 
appendices on various related 
subjects from the climbing 
history of the region to his 
personal medicine for health in 
the mountains adds further 
interest. The one major citicism 
that can b~ made is directed 
solely at the publishers. The 
photographs, although 
representative, are all black and 
white, and the quality of 
reproduction is poor. Better 
reproduction of what are 
obviously good photos, and a 
few colour photos of the same 
quality and subtlety as the one on 
the dust jacket would make the 
book much more attractive. 
There will not be another British 
expedition book as good as this 
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for a while, and the publishers 
have not done it justice. 
John Porter 

Mountaincraft and Leadership 
by Eric Langmuir 
Scottish Sports Council and 
M.L. T.B. £9.40 
In 19621 was present at a meeting 
between Mountain Rescue team 
leaders and representatives of 
educational organisations 
concerned with hill-walking and 
camping. Rescue teams were 
becoming alarmed at the number 
of young people getting into 
difficulties in the hills. Lord Hunt, 
at that time director of the Duke 
of Edinburgh's Award Scheme, 
had his back to the wall and 
fought hard for the principle of 
letting people learn from their 
own experience rather than from 
rules and instructions. Though as 
a rescue team leader I was 
supposed to be on the other side, 
my sympathies were all with Lord 
Hunt, but it was clear that some 
compromise had to be accepted; 
and out of an agreement to 
produce printed guidelines for 
trips in the hills there emerged in 
due course the D. of E. Expedition 
Handbook, the Mountain 
Leadership Training Scheme, and 
Eric Langmuir's 'Mountain 
Leadership'. The present 
publication is the up-dated, 
expanded successor to 
'Mountain Leadership' . 
What was primarily intended to 
be a manual for people 
registering on the M.L.T.B. 
courses has been expanded to be 
of interest to a wider readership, 
in fact to anyone who wants to 
travel the hills winter or summer 
and is likely to take others less 
experienced with him. 
It is of course difficult to draw a 
clear line between hill-walking 
and mountaineering; in this book 
basic rock climbing is covered 
under the heading on 'Security 
on steep ground', and snow and 
ice climbing are also dealt with. 
The printed word, particularly 
when it has the backing of a 
national body of sport, tends to 
take on the status of established 
law. Yet hill-walking and climbing 
are after all highly individual and 
idiosyncratic pursuits. One is 
reminded of the example of those 
early Alpine Club types, Hope 
and Kirkpatrick, who had twenty 
years of enterprising and 
successful, accident-free Alpine 
climbing, adhering throughout to 
the practice of unroping 
whenever they climbed rocks. In 
a sport like mountaineering, in 
which many advances in 
techniques have been made only 
through flouting established 
codes of practice and flying in the 
face of conventional wisdom, 
books on how to do it can have, 
in the long run, a stultifying 
influence. Mountaineering, like 

sex, is usually best left to the 
individual. 
Mountaincraft Leadership, 
however, shows a commendable 
awareness of all this, and goes to 
considerable lengths not to seem 
to be laying down the law. Lists 
of items of equipment are not a 
feature of the book; they occur 
mainly in an appendix and even 
then with the disclaimer "It is not 
intended that these lists should 
be slavishly followed ... etc". 
The book strikes an excellent 
balance between factual 
information and advice, opinion 
and philosphy. In both areas, in 
my view, it does very well. The 
chapter on hypothermia is about 
the best and clearest statement 
on the subject that I have come 
across, giving proper emphasis 
to the part played by fatigue and 
lack of fitness as well as cold and 
wet. First aid is rather 
surprisingly omitted, presumably 
because a candidate for the 
Mountainwalker training is 
required to have already a First 
Aid Certificate. For completeness, 
however, I think something 
should have been included on 
this subject, and I mean genuine 
first aid and not the second aid 
and paramedical treatment that 
most First Aid courses cover. 
Where, for instance, fire in tents 
is mentioned, it would seem 
reasonable and natural to at least 
touch on the first principle of 
treating burns and scalds. 
The chapter on river crossing will 
doubtless keep alive old 
controversies, and some might 
question the prominence given to 
messing about with ropes in swift 
currents. For the most part, 
however, the book is full of such 
unassailable common sense as 
would be very difficult to find 
fault with. This is hardly 
surprising when one considers 
the long experience of the author 
both as a mountaineer in his own 
right and as a distinguished 
practitioner in outdoor education. 
It is also pleasantly and clearly 
written without the laboured 
jocosity of some 'how to do it' 
books and with sparing use of 
'never' and 'always'. But it is a bit 
odd, perhaps, to find the first fifty 
pages of a book about mountains 
devoted to 'Navigation', which I 
still associate with ships. 
But that is a quibble. 
Mountaincraft and Leadership is 
a book the M.L.T.B. and the hill
walking and mountaineering 
fraternity at large should find 
most valuable. 
Tom Price 

Two Generations 
by Edmund and Peter Hillary 
Hodder and Stoughton £10.95. 
Climbers are often better at 
describing their actions than at 
expressing their thoughts. Their 
enthusiasm enriches words 
describing ascent or descent into 

the teeth of a storm; they seem 
sadder, less adequate, when 
faced with society's complexities 
and evils, or with their own 
essential loneliness and 
thoughts. 
Ed Hillary and Peter have written 
accounts of their recent lives, the 
themes touching, occasionally 
interlocking, but also separate. 
Dominating Ed's life and 
permeating his account is the 
tragic death of Louise his wife 
and daughter Belinda in 1975. 
That awful aircrash and its 
aftermath, and the breaking of 
the carefree chain of happiness 
and extraordinary adventures 
which it seemed to mark, left him 
to face sadness at a bad time, as 
greater age forced down 
mountaineering achievement. 
The story is about soldiering on, 
frenetically active, jet-boating up 
the Ganges, visiting the East Face 
of Everest, and still gambling 
with life as altitude hit back. It is a 
frank, even slightly brusque 
statement, but while it describes 
the pain it sketches out a 
personal strategy of survival and 
adjustment in the face of 
impossible losses and emotional 
hardship. 
Peter Hillary is his own man, with 
many of the frontier strengths 
and virtues of his father. One 
senses that he sought to avoid 
the mountaineering road, but 
eventually succumbed anyway 
despite discouragements and 
deaths on the way, notably in the 
nasty accident on a new route on 
Arna Dablam. He has tales to tell 
of remote New Zealand faces, his 
early life, alpine ski descents and 
Himalayan adventures, 
culminating in the Himalayan end 
to end walk with Graeme Dingle 
and the attempt on Lhotse 
without oxygen with Fred From, 
Aid Burgess and Paul Moores. 
The latter is interesting for itself, 
while the account of Arna Dablam 
makes too little of the help the 
survivors of the accident 
received. 
Father and son have a direct, 
engaging style, but both reflect 
upon the world somewhat 
pessimistically. It may be that Ed 
became less optimistic as he saw 
too much, though his energetic 
hospital building and relief work 
fund raising suggest that it is 
personal losses rather than 
hopes for mankind which hurt the 
most. Peter sees himself as 
"an insouciant character, born for 
the sixties but arriving too late to 
fill that mould ... misplaced, 
however, gregarious and 
somewhat stultiloquent sandy
haired dilettante with a passion 
for the salubrity of the hills" . 
For all their travels and self 
revelations, it is sometimes an 
insular account, referenced back 
to a family badly mauled by fate, 
to the wild shores of New 
Zealand and to the mountains 
themselves. Few of the other 
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people engaged in the 
expeditions really come alive, 
except when quoted in Peter's 
account of Lhotse. For all the 
interest in belonging, in 
humanity, in friends, for the most 
part they sink into the 
background behind the 
mountains themselves, the 
winds, the technical description. 
Perhaps that comes of too many 
diaries, the individuation of high 
mountain ageing, the wish to 
belong rather than its reality, that 
ought to be recognisable to many 
mountaineers despite all the 
claims to the contrary. 
Paul Nunn 

Body Machine - A Rock Climbing 
Video featuring Ron Fawcett 
RF Video, Eyam, Derbyshire 
(The special introductory price of 
£14.95 + £1 p&p is intended to 
enable people to buy their own 
personal copy of the video. 
Normal copyright laws would 
preclude the showing of the 
video in public (e.g. in climbing 
shops, climbing clubs, or 
mountain centres, schools or 
colleges). However, the video is 
available at a higher price - £25 + 
carriage and this includes 
permission for unlimited public 
showings of the video in a 
specified location) 
This is a slick package, well 
filmed by Al Evans and Chris 
Johnston and directed and 
produced by Chris Johnston. It 
features Ron Fawcett on several 
of Derbyshire's steepest bits, 
notably Bastille and Body 
Machine; Jill Fawcett on Original 
Route, High Tor; Geraldine 
Taylor on Valkyrie, Froggatt and a 
creaking Geoff Birtles on Right 
Unconquerable. The video 
assumes a knowledge of 
climbing and terminology and is 
presumably aimed at clubs and 
centres or as a kind of soft porn 
titillation to jaded rock athletes to 
alleviate the misery of calorie 
counting, iron pumping and 
orange juice drinking during long 
winter evenings. 
Whether or not the horror routes 
depicted enable this to qualify as 
a Video Nasty, the middle-aged 
should heed Al Rouse's 
suggestion that it should be 
banned to anyone over thirty 
unless accompanied by a 
teenager! 
Despite its visual impact, the 
video is a bit short on interesting 
dialogue and equally long on 
heavy breathing: this I suppose is 
a fair reflection oftop grade rock 
climbing and it would be unfair to 
expect anything much more 
profound than the inevitable 
"Come on arms!" halfway up 
Body Machine, but even so films 
and videos are about combining 
images and words/sounds/music 
and a bit more in the way of 
words or music would have 
helped. 

But perhaps the main problem is 
with the man himself. How can 
the strain, effort·and total 
commitment of top climbing be 
conveyed when Ron makes it all 
look so ridiculously easy! This is 
not meant to be flippant but -
watching Ron soloing on 
Millstone is far less gripping than 
witnessing a harassed VS leader 
on Stanage! Sheer technical 
perfection and physical prowess 
do eventually become boring. 
How many people actually prefer 
Steve Davis's technical mastery 
of snooker to the wayward 
genius of Alex Higgins? Not 
many I suspect. Now I don't want 
to make ridiculous comparisons 
(Geoff Birtles is to Hurricane 
Higgins!) but Geraldine Taylor 
and particularly Birtles made the 
whole video suddenly come 
alive. It might have made more 
sense to see one or both of them 
following Ron up a route - if not a 
particularly pleasant experience 
for them it would at least 
establish some sort of 
comparison. In the years before 
climbing was invented at the 
Leeds Climbing Wall, the BBC 
used to do something very 
similar with Joe Brown and Ian 
MacNaught Davis, who at least 
pretended that he couldn't do it! 
Despite my reservations, any 
climber will be interested and 
impressed. With the availability 
of home video gear I suspect that 
many people will be inspired to 
have a go themselves at 
producing a video. Be warned -
it's not as easy as Al Evans' and 
Chris Johnston's camerawork 
makes it seem! 
Jim Curran 

Beyond the Ranges 
Five Years in the Life of 
Hamish Mcinnes 
by Hamish Mcinnes 
Gollancz £9.95 

Hamish Mcinnes, renowned over 
the years as climber, mountain 
rescuer, gold prospector, 
explorer, film-maker and 
professional eccentric is at it 
again. This according to the list at 
the front of the book, is his 
thirteenth venture into print. An 
inauspicious number. 
The book is an account of 
Hamish's adventures in South 
America hunting buried treasure; 
outside broadcasts in Glencoe 
and Ben Nevis; filming "Five 
Days One Summer"; a few 
mountain rescues and a balloon 
ride from the summit of the Ben 
in which the author was lucky not 
to have to call out himself! All 
these in the company of the likes 
of Joe Brown, Martin Boysen, Mo 
Anthoine, Fred Zimmerman, 
Sean Connery, and his enigmatic 
dining companion, film star Betsy 
Bradley. In effect this is a sort of 
"B side" of British 
mountaineering and exploration -
nothing wrong with that for these 

Ron Fawcett- Filmstar! 

fringe activities lend themselves 
to humour and character 
portrayal without the boring 
necessity of describing heroic 
deeds at high altitude or the 
minutiae of hard rock climbing. 
Yet the book falls far short of the 
dust cover blurb. Mcinnes' 
writing style may well have lost 
something in translation into 
English, but all the same his 
descriptive powers are limited 
and cliche ridden, particularly in 
his treatment of individuals, most 
of whom are, by any standards, 
formidable personalities, yet 
come over as wooden 
stereotypes. 
No less than half the book is 
devoted to the tropical 
flounderings to the Llanganati 
Mountains (in Ecuador, not 
Wales!) in search of Mo 
Anthoine's "gold breast plates". 
No wonder they couldn't find 
them - ploughing through all 
those similes and metaphors, 
flourishing like the jungle he 
describes - he's even got me 
doing it! Conversations are 
incredibly unconvincing and 
pointless, or gratuitously 
obscene: an example of the 
former: 
" ... I contacted the old brigade by 
simply picking up the phone. 

(Well yes, that's what you do if 
you want to phone someone -
Jim CJ. 
"Is that you Joe?" 
"Yes" (I suppose he could have 
dialled the wrong number!). 
"Hamish here" (Who else?). "Are 
you interested in going back to 
see that stonework Cerda 
found?" 
"Yes, when do we go?" 
"January" 
"Fine" 
"Tell Mo, will you, if you see 
him?" 
"Okay" (Are we to presume that 
if Joe didn't, Hamish couldn't 
afford another phone call? - J.C.) 
That was that." 
Hmmm. 
This curious blend of Boys Own 
Paper, Five Go Off To Camp and 
Conan Doyle persists throughout 
the book. A chapter on mountain 
rescue seems to me to be 
completely out of place and 
needlessly ghoulish. Interspersed 
throughout are some of the worst 
photographs I've ever seen both 
in conte_nt'c!JTd:quafftv:--Only the 
chapters on Outside Broadcasts 
and filming save the book from 
total mediocrity, giving an insight 
into the colossal amount of time, 
effort, trouble and money that go 
into these productions. 
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Finally here is the solution to a 
minor mystery. Facing page 80 is 
a photo of Joe Brown intriguingly 
captioned "Miami: Joe In Jail". 
Unfortunately there is no 
reference to the momentous 
event in the text. I can now, with 
apologies to Hamish, reveal the 
truth. I contacted Joe simply by 
picking up the phone. "Is that you 
Joe?" "Yes". "Jim here. Why 
were you in jail in Miami?" "Er -
undesirable alien I think. It's a 
good story. Hamish could tell 
you." "Thanks".Andthatwas 
that. 

Jim Curran 

This Climbing Game 
by Walt Unsworth 

Viking £9.95 

'Not all climbers have a sense of 
humour of course - I know one or 
two quite eminent mountaineers 
who are good chaps but wouldn't 
recognise a joke if it got up and 
bit them'; is the key comment 
made by Walt in his introduction. 

(continued) 

Eminence apart, I'm afraid Mr. 
Unsworth is one of those 'good 
chaps'. 
There are many forms of humour 
from the wnimsical to the 
sardonic and the unfortunate fact 
about This Climbing Game is that 
a large proportion of the material 
selected is not humorous. That is 
a great failing in a book which 
costs nearly ten pounds, and 
which many unwitting climbers 
could well find at the bottom of 
their Christmas stocking: 
perhaps a present from an 
equally unwitting, 
unwaltunsworthy friend or 
relative with the best of 
intentions. Destined to years of 
unthumbed isolation or the 
demoralising circuit of church 
bazaars the thousands of copies 
of this worthy tome will probably 
find their way into dustbins or 
under the Guy on a cold 
November night. 
While ploughing through page 
after page of sub-mediocrity I 
was kept awake by the occasional 
flash of wit. The majority of these 
were already well known; but still 
stood out like beacons in the 

QUASAR (inner tent) on Alpamayo. Alan Kim_ber collection 
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night. Graham Sutton was a new 
one to me, but turned out to be 
one of the better 'old school' 
humourists. His tale about Napes 
Needle and a visit to the dentist 
must rank as one of the best 'and 
then I woke up' stories I've read. 
Poignant stuff. 
Several other contributions stood 
out. The best had to be Tom 
Patey's 'A Short Walk with 
Whillans' which glittered not only 
because of Whillans' legendary 
gritty wit, but also because of 
Patey's economy of words. High 
marks also to previously 
published articles by McNaught 
Davis and Mike Thompson. Some 
others also stood out: as being 
amongstthe most mind
numbing prep. school twaddle I 
have ever had the displeasure to 
read. 
In a vain attempt to give the 
collection some kind of structure 
it has been divided, along 
footballing lines, into three 
sections. These are called 
'Playing at home', 'Playing away' 
and 'Offside' and along with the 
sporting comparisons in general 
these fail to disguise that this 

anthology has been hastily 
compiled, with largely sub
standard material. 
Most of the stories are aimed at a 
cross between a train-spotter and 
a bank manager with severe 
introversion. What little humour 
is in them tends to be hidden by a 
rash of verbal diarrhoea. 
The megabore of the collection 
has to be 'The Abominable 
Snowman' by H.W. Tilman which 
should have our train-spotting 
bank manager writhing on the 
floor behind the frosted glass. 
Ten pages of very, very boring 
'reportage' which would make an 
Indian test match look interesting 
by comparison. 
Not content with publishing 
stories which have appeared 
before, and using material which 
is patently unfunny, Unsworth 
pads the book out with extracts 
from guidebooks of yesteryear 
and inane ballads, like ·"The 
Climber's Clementine" -
definitely bank manager's 
cheesecake. More space is filled 
by Ivan Cumberpatch with his 
cartoons which are harmless 
enough., but are.just twee enough 



to fit in with the generally low 
level of humour in this book. If 
mediocrity is your game then buy 
this book. 
John Kirk 

Cassin - II etait une fois le sixieme 
degre. 
(Cassin · Once Upon A Time 
There Was the Sixth Degree) 
by George Livanos 

Arthaud, Paris 1983, 60 FF (also 
translated into Italian : Dall'Oglio 
Milan, 1984, Lira. 12,000. ' 

I met some French climbers in 
Chamonix last Summer who sa id 
to me enthusiastically: " Have 
you read it? Everybody expected 
"Le Gree" to come out with a 
book on himself, and see what he 
wrote? A book on Cassin!" Yes, 
the author of Beyond the Vertical 
has chosen not to write a book on 
his lifetime experiences and 
deeds but to pay a humble 
homage to one of the humblest 
and yet g_reatest mountaineers of 
all times. The sixth degree has 
not been invented now: ask 
Cassin! That's what Liva nos 
stresses throughout, exposing 
the salient episodes of Riccardo 
Cassin's activity in his lively, 
flamboyant vernacular. Most 
enjoyable for the lucky ones who 
can read French. 

Voix de Femmes au K2, 
(Women's route to K2) 
by Christine de Colombe! 

Denoel, Paris 1984, 180 FF 

Christine de Colombe!, a woman 
alpinist, journalist and writer (this 
is her fifth book), tells the story of 
the French-Polish women's 
expedition to K2 led by Wanda 
Rutkiewicz in 1980. The 
expedition failed a short way to 
the summit due to persistent bad 
weather but the attempt holds 
interest both from the 
mountaineering and the humane 
point of view. The author is 
particularly concerned with the 
latter aspect and provides three 
parallel keys of reading: the 
account of the expedition, an 
interview-debate with the 
participants and a profile of each 
one of them with her personal 
comments showing deep 
psychological insight. The 
photographs are by David 
Belden. 

Les Etats Unis 
(The United States) 
by Romain Vogler 
Denoel, Paris 1984, 184 FF 

A new book in the " Best Climbs 
in .. . " series edited by Gaston 
Rebuffat, devoted to classic and 
less known climbs all over the 
United States: Yosemite, 
Colorado, Shawangunks, etc. 
Text and layout are arranged in 
the usual way featured by this 
series: history, practical 

information, route descriptions, 
sketches and beautiful photos. 

Mirella Tenderini 

Everest '82 Ascent of the World's 
Highest Summit by Soviet 
Mountaineers 
byJuri M. Rost with 18 
expedition members 

"Fizkultura iSport", Moscow 
1984: 

The conquest of the central 
buttress of the Everest SW face 
by the Soviet part in May 1982 
can be claimed to be one of the 
boldest and most technical 
climbs accomplished up to date 
in _the_ Himalaya. A book report of 
this high struggle appeared in 
Moscow in Autumn 1984. It has 
been compiled by Juri M. Rost, a 
sports journalist, who wrote the 
principal chapter and collected 
the individual essays of 18 party 
members, among them the 
leader, Evgeny Tamm, son of Igor 
Tamm, the famous nature
philosopher and Nobel prize 
winner. The book pays generous 
tribute to the team-work which 
alone made possible the 
establishment of such success. 
But there is also an honest 
portrait of the team itself with all 
the rivalry, personal conflicts and 
frustrations that are to be 
expected whenever 20 strong 
individualists must operate 
together under stress. In fact, on 
the way to the summit not only 
was there the extremely difficult 
rock buttress to conquer ... very 
interesting are the pages 
describing the long and precise 
preparations for the expedition. 
Covering all aspects of the 
Himalayan adventure the book 
gives also some introduction to 
the Soviet philosophy of 
mountaineering, little known to 
the western reader. 

There is a large illustrated section 
in the book. The historical photos 
pay attention to the pioneering 
work of English mountaineers on 
Everest - from Sir George Everest 
to Chris Bonington and Doug. 
Scott. The colour photographs 
(though the colour is not very 
accurate of some of them) show 
Nepal and the Himalaya, but also 
give some idea of the continuous 
difficulties of a new route with 
overhanging rock sections at 
over 8000 metres. 
To summarise, "Everst '82" is an 
excellent book with lots of basic 
information and precise 
appendices, an important 
~ontribution to the Himalayan 
literature. It seems a pity that a 
comprehensive English summary 
couldn't have been included - it 
would give the book worldwide 
circulation . 

Jozef Nyka 

LETTERS 

Big Brother 
from Doug Buchanan 

Sir, 
George Orwell once wrote : "One 
has to belong to the intelligentsia 
to believe things like that: no 
ordinary man could be such a 
fool." 
His comment applies to the U.S. 
National Park Service 
mountaineering programs. 
Beware the government agency 
which threatens you with jail and 
fines, to force you to register with 
it. Think deeply on, and ask; what 
warrants the threat of jail? 
Under the guise of protecting the 
environment and protecting 
climbers from themselves, the 
U.S. National Park Service 
imposes mandatory registration 
for climbing arbitrary mountains. 
Failure to register is punishable 
by jail and fines. 
The climbers do not destroy the 
mountains. Littering is already 
illegal under litter laws. 
Registration cannot be 
functionally related to actual 
protection of the environment. 
Registration only registers. Park 
rangers out in the Park can easily 
determine and document actual 
visitor impact on the mountains. 
If you must be threatened with 
jail to get Park Service rescue 
service, maybe the service isn't 
what you want. Mountain 
rescues controlled and 
conducted by Park Service 
bureaucrats have resulted in the 
death of accident victims who 
would probably have not died if 
genuine mountain rescue 
personnel (mountain climbers) 
had been used. The use of civilian 
mountain rescue groups detracts 
from Park Service excuses for 
larger mountaineering budgets 
(more bureaucrats). Additionally, 
unregistered climbers get the 
same service as registered 
climbers. Registration only 
registers. Registration cannot be 
functionally related to actual 
rescues as they happen in real 
life. 

The registration lists are 
completely unaccountable to the 
public. The Washington D.C. 
government does not register 
people for altruistic reasons. If 
the mountaineering public knew 
what those registration lists were 
used for, climbers would never 
again register with the U.S. 
National P~rk Service. 
Those who have registered in 
recent years might be concerned 
The Washington D.C. · 
government is not very honest. It 
does not warranty your trust. If it 
did, it would not have to threaten 
you with jail to get you to 
register. 

Sincerely, 
Doug Buchanan 
Fairbanks, Alaska 

Perrin's Sauce 
from Walt Unsworth 
Sir, 
To set the record straight I think 
your readers should know that a 
couple of years ago Jim Perrin 
asked to become a regular 
monthly columnist for CLIMBER 
& RAMBLER, the magazine he so 
disparages in Mountain 100. He 
w~s .turned down. Presumably 
this Is when the magazine 
descended into mediocrity. 
During the period under review 
CLIMBER & RAMBLER also 
descended from a circulation of 
10,000 copies per month in 1974 
to 20,000 today. How mediocre 
can you get? 
Yours sincerely, 
Walt Unsworth 
Editor, CLIMBER & RAMBLER 

Women Admired 
from Chris and Diane French 

Dear Mountain, 
Thank you very much for printing 
Rosie Andrews' article "No Spare 
Rib" in your May-June issue. Her 
article presented realistically a 
side of the climbing world that is 
rarely seen and is only now 
coming to the forefront. 
As climbers ourselves, we were 
encouraged and somewhat 
relieved to see that we weren't 
alone in believing that women 
were equally competent and 
capable as their male 
counterparts in the climbing 
world. 
We hope someday women 
climbers won't be such objects of 
disbelief; only part of a world in 
which they are readily accepted 
and admired as equals. 

Sincerely, 
Chris and Diane French 
California, U.S.A. 

Seven Up! 
from Mike Parrish 
Dear Editor, 
Ivan Galfy's climbs (Mountain 
No. 99, P.8) are indeed 
impressive, but pale besides the 
fact of having fathered Robert 
Galfy at the tender age of seven .. . 
Mike Parrish 
Bloomington, Indiana 

Hemming Biography 
from Mirella Tenderini 
Dear Mountain, 
I am currently gathering 
information to compile a 
biography of the climber Gary 
Hemming who.died in 1969, and 
would welcome any information 
or recollections readers might 
have. Please contact me at 22040 
Piani Pesinelli (Como), Italy. 
Thankyou 
Mirella Tenderini 
Como 
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the weight of experience 
has lightened your load 

You may be surprised to learn 
that we have changed the exterior 
on some of the models in our 
A.B. System. 
The reason for such a change 
in what is generally regarded as 
today's most advanced rucsac 
carrying system is quite simple. 

Gear reports from many of the 
major expeditions throughout the 
world carrying A.B., suggest that the 
system is unbeatable except for one 
problem - that of weight. 
Because we at Berghaus listen 
carefully to such qualified advice we 
have produced the A.B. Lite series. 
Still with all the features. Still with all 
the craftsmanship which goes into 
the making of a truly exceptional 
rucsac - but with one difference. 
The material. 
Instead of the normal 12oz corc:tura, 
the A.B. lite series is manufactured in 
6oz Nylon - a considerable saving in 
weight, so essential for high altitude 
climbing and walking. 
The A.B. lite Series - just one 

The A.a. system Is a Patented Berghaus design 

example of Berghaus implementing 
the findings of experienced climbers 
for the benefit of all outdoor 
enthusiasts. 
For further information and new full 
colour leaflets on all Berghaus 
products please 
write to 
Dept. L 

34 Dean Street. Newcastle upon ,Yne, NE11PG. 
England. 
Tel : 106321 323561 . Telex: 537728 Bghaus. c 



• 
THE 

POLAPELT 
LIGHTWEIGHT 

Double-sided 
polyester fleece 
with high value 

insulation and 
wind resistance 

High-cut double 
'hickness collar for 

tection against 

fron 
w1hdproo 

cuffs and 
elasticated hip 

band 

Aids evaporation 
of body moisture 

under strenuous 
outdoor activities 

Every Polarpelt 
garment is 

stitched and 
overlocked 
together. It 

looks and feels 
great 

Idea/for 
outdoor 

activities. 
Womonits ,' 

own or under , 
shell garments 

Choice of 
' lghtweight or : 

heavyweight / 
fleece 

Cdlourways: 
Grey, Navy, 

urgundy, 
n,Red, 

Slate Blue 
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LONDON 
For all your Climbing, 

Backpacking, Travelling, 
Expedition and Camping 

Equipment 

Open 10-6. Thurs 10-7 Write for price lists 

-·~ &por~_Jii 
215 High St. Kensington London W8. 01 9381911 

THE 
MOST 

VERSATILE 
FALL ARREST 

SYSTEM 
AVAILABLE 

The Cosmic Arrester is a 
neat, lightweight, dynamic belay 
plate that will readily accept any 
combination of 9m/ m and/or 
11 m/m ropes. 

The Clog Twistlock concept is 
recognised throughout the world 
as the most significant 
development in locking Karabiners 
in recent years. The twistlock 
system is now available on our pear 
shaped HMS Karabiner making 
this the ideal Karabinerfor use with 
the Italian hitch belay method. 

The wide gate opening (23m/m) 
and automatic locking make the 
HMS the perfect Karabinerto use 
with a Cosmic Arrester in your 
belay system. Clog products are 
distributed and serviced in over 28 
countries. 
Write now for details of your nearest dealer to :-

ab 
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CLOGWYN CLIMBING & SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
Deiniolen, Gwynedd, North Wales, U.K. 
Telephone: Llanberis (0286) 870551 

For years The North Face has 
been a name synonymous with 
the best in outdoor equipment. 
Our research, design and 
manufacture of tents, clothing, 
rucksacks and sleeping bags 
are second to none. 

And we back up our faith in 
our products with a lifetime 
guarantee that means if a 

product fails due to a 
manufacturing defect, even 
after extended use. we will 
repair it free of charge or 
replace it at our option. 

North Face, 

your RTH quite simply THE" 
guaran~ee NO/A,cel 
of quality. F11 

THE NORTH FACE (SCOTLAND) LTD. PO BOX16, Industrial Estate, Port Glasgow 
Renfrewshire PA14 SXL SCOTLAND. Telephone 0475 41344 Telex 777394. 

Ron & Gill Fawcett in action using the Clog Belay System. Photo John Beatty. 
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Also: Simond CHACALS and BARRACUDAS 

w I LD c.ounTRY 
Alma Road, Tideswell, Derbyshire SK17 8ND 

Telephone: (0298) 871562 

SERVl\L 
BASED ON PROVEN .,....._..------~ 

The manufacturing experience 1s over 20 years 
long, the quality and performance are excellent , the 
name is SERVAL Spain's perm1er manufacturer of 
quality rucksacs for Hiking, Mountaineenng or 
Exped1t1on use. Enquire at your local stockist for 
information on the range of SERVAL rucksacs and 
compare prices and quality, you won' t be 
disappointed. Wnte for new illustrated pnce list. 

DSERVIU. 
.. 

DALE AGENCY CO. 
Unit 6, Boxer Place, Moss Side Industrial Estate. Leyland, 
Lancashire Telephone (07744) 53918 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Bushgear Australia P/L 
Shop 6 Caga Centre, 
38 Akuna Street, 2601. 
Tel. (062) 47-7153 (M) (S) 

A.C.T. :Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross M'ntaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment 
P.O. Box 230,2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin .f>ty. ttd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W. Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street, 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street, 2000. 
Tel. 02.264.3146 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipm't Pty. Ltd., 
21 Falcon Street, Crows Nest 
2065 
Tel. (02) 4393511 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel. (07) 2296609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
99 Mary Street, 
Brisbane 4000, 
Tel. 07.52.8804 or 52.8894 

Queensland : Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia : Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty. Ltd., 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. 08.212.7857 

Victoria : Camberwell Junction 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd ., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 82.7229. 

Victoria: Heathmont 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
115 Canterbury Rd., 3135. 
Tel. (03) 729.7844. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
Ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Australia P/L, 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67.3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67.7966. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd. 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
TeJ. 67.4845 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
61 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 67.2586 

NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
235 High Street, 
Tel. 67.148 

Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 
Tel. 795 174. 

Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
101 Stuart Street 
Tel. 773.679 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 

CANADA 

Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd, N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Ave. S.E. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies 
109 Thomas St. 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

GEAMANV 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel. (089) 237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Mountain Services International 

Ltd., 
1021/F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd., 
Wan Chai, 
Hong Kong . 
Tel. 5-733313 

INDIA 

Delhi 
M/S West Coast Mfrs. & Traders 

(Regd.), 
261 Okhla Industrial Estate, 
Phase 111, 
New Delhi 110020 
Cable 'Snowequip', 
Tel. 635498, 637421 
Retail Showroom-
92 - U.B. Jawahar Nagar, 
Delhi - 110007 
Tel. 223900 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061 .928.6613. 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop 
92-98, Corporation Street, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.7799 

Blackburn 
A.8.C. Gear Ltd ., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M 'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd ., 5. 
Tel. 0274.28674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259-Mail Order 

0227 .222230-Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd, BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
Pindisports 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS1 4SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd. 
CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road. 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Rd. 
Tel. 0222.399178 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
61 Empress Bu ildings, 
Binley Road. 
Tel. 0203.441241 

Croydon 
Pindisports 
Whitgift Centre, 
CRO 1U4 
Tel. 01 .688.2667 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 



Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501/2 

Edinburgh 
Climb Ltd., 
1A Albyn Place, 
EH3. 
Tel. 031.225.8369. 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd., 
High Street, 
PH33 6EJ. 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041.221.4531/2. 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport 
261 Sauchiehall Street (M) 
Tel. 041.332.4814 

Glossop 
Magic Mountain, 
George Street. 
Tel. 045.74.4424 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West, 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021 .550.9748 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
13 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
40, Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate, 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leeds/Bradford 
Guiseley Mountain Sports, 
Towngate, 
Guiseley LS20 9JA. 
Tel. 0943.75846 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain 
Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
· Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
w0 6BD 
Tel. 01.938.1911 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
w0 7RG 
Tel. 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 

London 
Y.H.A. Shop 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01.836.8541n 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 . (C) (M) (S) . 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S). 
Tel. 061.834.7119. 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 

Middlesbrough: Teeside 
Wilderness Ways, 
98 Newport Rd., 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.323561 . 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1 RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd ., 
13-17 Bridge Street, 
Tel. (0604) 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . (S) (C) . 
Tel. 0602.417230. 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Oldha·m OL 1 1TA. 
Tel. 061 .620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street 
Tel. 0736.5828. 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road, 
Tel. 0734.55589. 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196. 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd., 
343 London Rd. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) . 
Tel. 0742.25631. 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51-52 Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 0743.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061 .480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
1J 4 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925 415668. 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229. 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd. 
19 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567. 

NORWAY 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177. 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S, . . 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381. 

Tromso 
Tindloftet A/S 
Storgt. 58 
Tel. 083.85103 

Trondheim 
Barske Glaeder 
Tordenskioldsgt. 4, 
Tel. 07.513583 

DENMARK 

Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop). 
Borgergade 5, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Aboulevarden 54-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22. 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop). 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 

Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 . (C) (M) (S) . 

Alaska: Juneau 
Foggy Mountain Shop 
171 Shattuck Way, 99801 
Tel. 907.586.6780 (M) (S) 

Arizona: Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd., 
85018. 
Tel. 602.995.3391 . 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967 .1669. 

California: Alhambra 
Sports Hut Inc. 
2822 W. Valley Blvd., 91803. 
Tel. 213.289.3333 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 . 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) . 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S). 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd., 
3659 Riverside Plaza, 95026 
Tel. 714.825.2976 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd., 
222 North G Street, Su ite B, 
92401 . 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: San Diego 
Pack Factory, 
143 So. Cedros, 92075. 
Tel. 714.755.7662 
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California : San Francisco 
The North Face, 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. 
Tel. 415.665.6044 

California: San·ta Ana, 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3650 S. Bristol St., 92704. 
Tel. 714.549.8541 . 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
3251 Mono Way, 95370 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S). 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S) . 

Colorado: Boulder 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
627 E. South Broadway, 80303 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279. 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1136 Speer Blvd., <8020 4 
Tel. 303.433.3372 

Colorado: Denver 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366. 

Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Tel. 303.586.5391 . 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3500 S. College Ave ., 80525. 
Tel. 303.226.3683. 

~ av1at1on 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mounta in Shop, 
126 W. Laurel , 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M) 

Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220. (C) (M) (S) . 

Colorado: Lakewood 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. 
Tel. 303.238.7511 . 

Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
1041 , Commonwealth Ave. , 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C) (M) (S). 

Massachusetts: Salem 
Life Sports 
East India Mall, 01970 
Tel. 617.745.1135 (C)(M)(S). 

Montana: Bozeman 
Northern Lights Trading Co., 
1627 W. Main, 59715 
Tel. 406.586.2225 (C)(M)(S) . 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment, 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287. 

New Jersey: Princeton 
J.D. Sachs 
Wilderness Outfttrs., 
45 State Rd ., 08540 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561 . 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) 

Fo r ac cess to M c Kinley and the Alaska Range . 
P.O . Box 290 - TALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 (90 7) 733- 22 91 

Climbers "Chalk" Block, Pure Magnesium Carbonate 
Send £7.90 for 8 x 2oz (95 x 95 x 45mm) B locks 
To. l.W.F. Ltd. Dept M ?SA-Forsyth Road , Newcastle/Tyne NE2 3EU. 

Trade enqui ries we lcome on letterhead. 

GORE-TEX 
FABRIC 
(4TYPES) 

Cordura, Entrant, polar fabric, tent. duvet and breeches fabrics. 
Hollofil. Thinsulate, Down, Zips, buckles, webbing, poles, velcro 
and more. Patterns for all outdoor clothing and equipment. 
For prices/ samples, stamp please, 
Tor!M), 3 Fryer St., Runcorn, WA7 t ND. 

~ _ BECK All handmade. Unc~nditionally guaranteed. 

~ -CRAMPON STR 8 4 cata logfreetofore,gn; 
APS U S. & Canada , send 20¢ 

4025 State Street, No. 54, Santa Barbara , California 93110, U.SA 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS: Doug Geeting is now booking for small and large expeditons for 
the 1985 clim bing season . For the best in Air Transportation and access to the Alaska 
Range. CALL collect fo r information & special rates. Area code (907) 733-2366 or write 
Doug Geeting, P.O. Box 42 Talkeetna, Alaska 99676. 
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New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters 
21 Park Place, 10007 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M ) 

Oregon : Independence 
Independence Mountaineering 
215 South Main, 97351 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M ) (S) 

Pennsylvania: Clarks Summit 
Appalachian Equipment Co., 
113 N. State St., 18411 
Tel. 717.586.9148 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Holubar Mountaineering 
3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 84117. 
Tel. 801 .272.9403. (C) (S) (M) 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc. , 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106 
Tel. 801.466.2101. (C) (M) (S) 

Virginia: Bristol 
Mountain Sports Ltd., 
1010 Commonwealth Ave., 

24201 
Tel. 703.466.8988. 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. 
Tel. 206.453.1515. 

Washington : Everett 
Swallows Nest, 
2011 Hewitt Ave ., 98201 . 
Tel. 206.339.2417. 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (C) (M) (S). 

Washington : Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 981-03. 
Tel. 206.633.0408. (M ) (S). 

Washington : Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105. 
Tel. 206.633.4431 . 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face, 
1023 1st Ave., 98104. 
Tel. 206.622.41 11. 

Wisconsin: Kenosha 
Life Sport, 
4917 Seventh Ave. , 53140 
Tel. 414.654.3351 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin : Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Milwaukee 
Adventures Unlimited, 
5700 W. North Ave., 53208 
Tel. 41_4.445.6602 

Wisconsin : Waukesha 
Lifesport, 
840 North Grand Ave., 
Tel. 414.544.9744 

Wyoming: Cody 
Sunlight Sports, 
1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533). 83001 . 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming : Lander 
Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
220 Main Street, 82520. 
Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming.; Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191. (S) (C) . 

Have you seen 

BODY MACHINE 
RON FAWCETT ON VIDEO 

Recorded to broadcast standards VHS orBetamax 40 mins 
Cheques, postal orders to :-

RFVideo, PO Box 17, Alderley Edge, Chesh ire SK9 7XN 
£ 14.95 plus£ 1 p & p (for limited period only) 

NUMBER ONE 
IN A SERIES OF EXCITING ADVENTURES 
(S urvival Courses in the Scottish Border Country) 
Whether you come for a good time in the outdoors orto learn survival 
techniques it'll be fun and it'll be an adventure. 
Ring or write for fully detailed package. Reasonable rates. Quote this mag . 
Contact... 

THE SURVIVOR 
Number One Rushton Avenue Sunderland SR2 7TA . Tel: 0783 657959 

MOUNTAIN TRAVEL's climbing expeditions for 1985: Pacific Northwest 
(Rainier, Baker, Glacier Peak). Alaska (McKinley), Nepal (Island Peak, Mt. 
Mera), Tibet (Changtse), Chinese Karakorum (Mt. Spender), Al ps 
(Matterhorn, Mont Blanc) , South America (Huascaran, Alpamayo, 
Aconcagua, and Ecuador volcanoes). plus U.S.S.R. Climbing Camps in 
the Caucasus, Pamirs and Siberian Altai. 
Send for free 1985 Schedule. Mountain Tra vel, 1398 Solano Avenue, 
Albany CA 94 706. (41 5) 52 7-8 100. 

SAVE MONEY - M AKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPM ENT 
La rgest U.K stockist s of specialist top qual ity materials and accessories. 

PE~xrt'1"rrE aguii66O°rP~61~~,~~'t6~~,~~J8'8ER~~l~e~~11: its\ ~a6~~i"H°1RE 
048 4 - 683 20 6 / 6 82688 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS: Support your local bush pilot. Doug Geeting is 
now booking for the 1985 and 86 Mt. McKinley climbs. 
For reservations and information write to :-
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna, 99676, or call 907 . 733.2366. 



Multi-Peal< 
Alpine Style Expedition 
to the Makalu region 
f Nepal 1984 

re·Tex/Down clothing and sleeping bags 
ountain Equipment 

Mountain F.quipment Ltd., 
George Street, GIOS10p, 
SK13 SAY England. 
Telephone: (04574) 3no. 

S~pp&rs to 12 Everest Expeditions. I 



safety grip AND 
weather protection 

Only TRIONIC can 
combine these 
essential features 
in one unique 
footwear system. 

When descendin 
a slope the Safe 
GripHeeI® 
bites into the 
ensuring exc 
traction. Whil 

patented Fitting · 
Groove around the 
Traction Sole 
provides a tight 
seal for the 
specially designed 

® r. scarqa 
s\!..YWAL]( . 

~ 
THE SOLES Of 

REKOROS 

Safety Grip Heel is a· Registered Berghaus 
Design. 
Yeti Rand and Traction Sole Yeti Fitting 
Groove are Patented Berghaus Des(gns 
Sky walk is a Registered Trade Mark of 
Frigo lndustria Gemma. 

Yeti gaiter rand. 
This integrated 
boot and gaiter 

combination gives 
the best possible 
protection for all 
types of weather 

and ground 
conditions. 

SCARPA 
lighweight 

footwear - for 
applied 

technological 
performance. 

For further 
information on the 
complete range of 
TRIONIC footwear 

from casual 
waiking to full 
mountain use, 

write to the 
address below. 

bc,ghau, 
34 Dean Street, 

Newcastle upon Tyne 
NEl lPG. 

Telephone: (0632) 323561 
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