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a whole new generation of 
climbing ropes. 

' The sophisticated, new con-
, struction and materials used in 

"STRATOS" also provide for a 
high resistance against damages 
that may result from rock falls. 

It also incorporates these 
"state of the art" performance 
characteristics: 
- Original Everdry treatment 

allows the rope to maintain it's 
high performance levels under 
wet conditions. 

- Exceeds UIAA drop test 
requirements. 

- Highly abrasion resistant . 

EDELWEISS is a 1rade mark ot Teuhrlberger GmbH, Weis.Auifr{a 
Sole d1stribulors UK-SANCnJARY Mountain 5POr'1S Ltd , 
Warrington. Cheshire. USA-8renco Int. 
J Marubeni NichirQ.y Co Lid , AUS-Paddy Pa!hn 

But "STRATOS" is only 
the "top of the range". 

A range which includes: 
"EXTREM" 

The Everdry rope for more 
discerning climbers. 

"ULTRALIGHT" 
l..eightweight Everdry rope 

that has strength and 
flexibility. 

"GENTLE" 
An Everdry rope for those 
who prefer a soft "handle". 

"VERDON" 
A new rope with a soft 

"handle" and an even softer 
price. 

Available from all good 
climbing shops. 

"STRATOS" confirms 
EDELWEISS as.the leading 
manufacturer. 
EDELWEISS* 
The 1st Everdry rope 
EDELWEISS* 
The 1st 8-fall rated rope 
EDELWEISS* 
The 1st 13-fall rated rope 
EDELWEISS* 
The 1st "Lightweight" rope 
EDELWEISS* 
The 1st and only "sharp edge" 
resistant rope. 
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Chouinard® 

Bachar 
Ladder 

kit 
Whether your standard is 
5.2 or 5.10, our adjustable 
wooden-rung Bachar Ladder 
will help you develop the 
strength you need for today's 
steep routes. Designed for 
assembly with your retired 
lead rope, the ten-rung kit is 

,l_,_..,i available at your Chouinard 
dealer, or from us at 

11111111-..-..1 PO Box 90 
Ventura, CA 93001_ 

M 
0 
U Now Available 

This is a full 
index for N Mountain Nos. 
89-100 inclusive 

Price: £0.75 ($1.25) 

T Send cheques to: 
Mountain Magazine 
Limited, 
PO Box 184, 
Sheffield S11 9DL. A 

INDEX 
N 1983/84 

MAGIC "FREE CLIMBING" 

TRI-CAMS 

V 

- THE BEST SELLING NUTS 
the top in quality 

- THE MOST COMPLETE GENERATION 
OF NUTS AVAILABLE 

Manufacturers and export office: CAMP spa - Via Roma 23 - 22050 PREMANA (CO) Italy - telex CAMP I 340369 

UK DISTRIBUTOR: ALLCORD LTD/ NEWCASTLE USA: ASK FOR FREE CATALOG 



ERGONOM 

l l 

SERVf\L 
BASED ON PROVEN ~------~· 

The manufacturing experience 1s over 20 years 
long, the quality and performance are excellent, the 
name ,s SERVAL Spain's perrrner manufacturer of 
qualrty rucksacs for H1krng, Mounta1neerrng or 
Exped1t1on use. Enquire at your local stockrst for 
1nformat1on on the range of SERVAL rucksacs and 
compare prices and quality, you won' t be 
drsappo1nted. Wrrte for new illustrated prrce 11 st. 

DALE AGENCY CO. 
Unit 6, Boxer Place, Moss Side Industrial Estate. Leyland, 
Lancashire Telephone (07744) 53918 

THE NEWEST GRIVEL ICE AXE 
GR 10 ERGONOM ICE AXE 
• Adjustable length from 60 to 90 cm (23,6 to 35,4 in.). The adjustmentis obtained 

by simply rotating the point of the ice axe and pulling ,tout of the shaft until the 
desired length Is reached, 

• The continuous adze makes a good dead body for snow anchoring and guaran
tees a very good handling of the ice axe when used as walking stick (extended 
position), 

• Nlckel-chrome•mo/ybdenum steel head and point, 
• PlasUc covered zicra/ shaft, 
• Weight: 600 gr, (1,6 lbs) 

THE IDEAL TOOL FOR TREKKING AND SKI 
MOUNTAINEERING 

WARNING 
Do not use 'as an ice axe while in the extended position. 
It should be used exclusively as a walking stick while extended. 

G UNCOMPROMISED QUALITY SINCE 1818 
LES FORGES - DOLONNE 

GRIVEL ... 

BRITISH 
MOUNTAINEERING 

COUNCIL 

11013 COURMAYEUR 
Aosta - Italia 

Crawford House 
Precinct Centre 
Booth Street East 
Manchester M13 9RZ 
Tel: 061-273 5839 
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FROM HERE TO INFINITY. 
The Dolomite Super Sella - a walking boot 
with a high quality full grain leather upper, 
ankle cuff and bellows tongue of top quality 
leather and Vibram Trekking Oro sole. 

The insole is of sandwich construction with the 
outer part inTexon. A steel shank stiffens the 
back and central part of the boots . There is an 
internal layer in flexible nylon which is elastic 
yet tortionally stiff. 

The bottom has a Blake construction sole 
which makes upper and insole one piece. 

insole 
n Ion 
steel 
texon 
sole 

The removable insole is pre-shaped in foam 
material and cotton lined. The lining is of 
Cambrelle and Eva, materials that due to their 
anti-mould and anti-bacterial qualities 
guarantee an extremely hygienic, warm and 
fast drying boot. 
You 'll have difficulty finding anything better for 
walking: the word of a company which has 
been manufacturing mountain boots since 
1897. 

31044 Montebelluna (Treviso) Italy 
Via Feltrina Centro, 3 
Tel. 0423/20941 - Telex 410443 DOLM I 

AUSTRALIA- F.S. Bentley & Ass. Ply. Ltd . - Clayton 3168 - Victoria• BELGIUM - Erti Sport Sa/Nv - 2600 Berchem •CANADA- E.P. & Co. - Ste-Adele, Quebec• ENGLAND - Mo.u ntaineering 
Activities - Manchester M1 5WX • FRANCE - Dolomite France - 69360 St, Symphorien d'Ozon •HOLLAND - Renza B.V. - 1104 Zaandam •HONGKONG - Mountain Services International Co. Ltd . 
-Wanchai, Hong Kong• KOREA- Seohan Commercial Co. Ltd . - Seoul•NEW ZEALAND- Summer Winter Sports Ltd . - Milford, Auckland 9• NORWAY- Michele Norge-0154 Oslo 1 •SPAIN -
King Sport S.A. - Madrid 25 • SWITZERLAND - Michel Simon S.A. - 1022 Chavannes • WEST GERMANY - Akd Vertriebsgesellschaft Mbh - 8228 Freilassing 



NOWYOUCANSEEWHYAN 
ULTIMATE MOUNTAIN KING 
SLEEPING BAG KEEPS YOU 
WARMANDCOMFORTABLE 

WITHOUT UNZIPPING IT 
You're the outdoor type. And by then it could be too late. 

So you expect a lot from -.... If only you could rely on it before you left the shop. 

THE 
MOUNTAIN KING 

SLEEPING BAO 
Redesigned for 1985 

with IOOITlier more 
comfortable cut at 

shoulders, knees and 
feet. 

Nylon coll zippers which 
are smooth rt1111/ng 

and self repairing. 
Al Mountain Kings 

featllfl a 7'0% V'ISCOSe, 
30% Nylon ln/ng for 

improfled comfort. 
The modtJls with (JJI 

length z.ps ca~be 
zfJpetj together to 

fotm a double bag 
(left 'fKI right). 

Double Insulated box 
foot for extra wannth. 

Riled with Du Pont Holofil
a proven perfo[mer. 

Delvered complete ' with 
waterproof Stuff Bag. 

Latest colotn. 
Insulated baffle behind 

zip-on zipped models 
to prewnt cold spots. 

ln"legral hood with 
easy side 

~tub/!i 
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How do you improve an old Standard? 
Introducing the New Oval, New Light D, 
and the New Standard, from Chouinard.® 

We have never balked at making changes that would 
improve Chouinard equipment. This year we've 
reduced the gate latches on our carabiners, making 
it a cinch to clip them into old bolt hangers and 
deformed fixed pins. We've also reduced our prices, 
by streamlining production. These carabiners are the 
latest generation in a series that spans 27 years. 
They remain the only carabiners available that are 
individually tested before they reach your rack. 

The 72-page 
1985 Chouinard Catalog 

is here. $1.00 at your local 
climbing shop or write to us: 

CHOUINARD~ EQUIPMENT LTD. 
PO Box 90, Ventura 93002 

The best Alpine climbing in 
. London starts in 

Kensington High Street. 
Guide books, ice axes, crampons, bivouac gear

everything for the beginner on the Midi Plan 
arrete or the North Wall multiday epic can be 

found at 215 Kensington High Street, London W8. 
Plus advice from our staff on choosing it that'll 
make your expedition safer, more comfortable 

and more fun. 
Come in soon or send the coupon now. 

----·---------------------7 
To:AlpineSports,215 Kensington High Street,LondonWS.TelephoneOl-9381911. 

Pleose send me your 1985 price list. 
NAME ________________ _ 

ADDRESS _______________ _ 

I 
I 
I 

MJ I 
L ____ _ _ ____ _J 

OPEN: MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10.00AM-6.00PM. THURSDAY 10.00AM-7.00PM. EQUIP FOR ACTION 



BRITISH ISLES 

New route activity in North 
Wales this year seems once more 
to centre on the Pen Trwyn crags. 
Gary Gibson has put up about 
twenty new routes there of which 
some are bound to become very 
popular. 

Firstly Gibson 's Burs/em Boys 
(E4 6a) takes the small isolated 
buttress left of Hanging Rock to a 
bolt belay. The huge arch up 
above the Marine Drive, a little to 
the right of Hanging Rock, has 
seen much activity of late. Chris 
and Dave Lyon have climbed 
three good routes in this area: 
Testament, Talisman and 
Touchstone, all E4/5, take lines up 
the bulging wall left of the central 
groove. The groove itself was 
climbed by Paul Williams and 
Terry Taylor to give an exciting 
route called Jungle Jive (E2 5b) . 
Just to its right Gibson and 
Norman Clacher climbed 
Norman 's Wisdom (E4 6b). Right 
again from here Gibson climbed 
two lines through the bulge right 
of Precious Metal-Pyrites of Pen 
Trwyn (E3 6b) and Bloxwich 
Blockhead (E4) are both described 
as worthwhile . Gibson's other 
new route here is Capturing the 
Coelecanth (E5 6b) which has an 
absorbing crux sequence over the 
bulge right of Pure Gold. Dave 
Lyon climbed a line between 
Vagal Inhibition and Prospectors 
to produce Sussudio (E4 6b) . The 
Excursion Wall area has also seen 
much activity - again from G.G. 
Barking Up The Wrong Tree (E5 
6b)isadirectlineupthrough The 
Arc of Eternity and has a way hard 
crux (man) . (Rumours of 
unethical conduct circulated 
about this one.) Immediately to 
the right Gary climbed No Arc, No 
Bark(E4 6a) which takes a parallel 
line to the last route. Both routes 
had favourable comments from 
subsequent ascensionists. 

Perhaps the best route put up 
on Pen Trwyn this year is Foolish, 
Ghoulish (E5 6b) which breaks out 
left from the thread on Mr. 
Olympia. Gibson took three days 
to complete this stunning pitch in 
which he placed a couple of bolts. 
The route goes directly up the wall 
to finish as for Liquid Lust -
which now becomes defunct as a 
route in its own right . The area of 
rock right of Black Wall has also 
fallen under the influence of the 
Gibson team . Gary and friends 
plugged almost every single gap 
here. Some of the routes will no 
doubt be fairly worth doing, but 
for climbing the 25ft. 'bag of' 
containing 7 in-situ brightly 
coloured threads, Gary definitely 
deserves to be 'struck off'. Finally, 
over to the right ofthe Gold Coast 
bay Norman Clacher has climbed 
the obvious grooves. The first, 
Chock-a-Block (E1 5b) starts 30ft 
right of The Gold Coast, while 
Hagar The Humble (HVS 5a) takes 
the corner to a yew tree - 100 
yards right again . Climbed with 
Dave Summerfield and Huw 
Watkins respectively. 

Elsewhere little new routeing 
has been taking place - though 
what has been done is of great 
importance. 

In the glorious surroundings of 
the Crafnant Valley Loz 
Francombe has climbed the 
cracked wal I round to the left of 
Crash Landing at E5 6b. One of the 
most striking lines in the area, the 
route is unfortunately marred by 
the use of a pre-clipped side 
runner 30ft. up the crack on the 
left. 

The latest offering from John 
Redhead is the beautiful , bold 
slab between Comes The Dervish 
and For Whom The Bell Tolls in 
Vivian Quarry. 

Typically 'JR'ish in every way, 
the route is fingery, very bold and 
called Menstrual Gossip (E6 6b) . 
Andy Pollitt 

PEAK DISTRICT 
Despite the appalling weather, 

new route activity has got off to a 
good start with many excellent 
additions to our wonderful cliffs. 

Limestone 
A large amount of activity has 

taken place in Chee Dale, the main 
activist here being Gary Gibson, 
although it is fair to say the 
greatest plum belongs to Ben 
Masterson. On Chee Tor, with 
attempts spread over several 
days, Masterson succeeded in 
climbing the wall to the left of 
Tequila Mockingbird with three 
BR (bolt runners), certainly the 
finest achievement on Peak 
limestone this year: Boo (E6 6c) 
definitely deserves the Pulitzer 
prize. Gibson has climbed two 
fine looking lines; the first takes 
the obvious line left of Autobahn: 
Two Generations was climbed at 
E5 6b; unfortunately since a 
subsequent ascent by Ben Moon, 
holds and a runner placement are 
now missing, makin~ the route 
somewhat harder. His second 
major line here is the wall to the 
right of Ceramic: Laughing (E5 
6b) employs one BR. Gibson also 
straightened out White Go/dfrom 
its third protection point (E4 6b) . 

Opposite Chee Tor on the 
Cornice, Gibson has breached the 
large wall on the right hand 
section of this buttress with two 
excellent looking routes. The 
Third Order (E5 6b) climbs the 
wall with one BR and two pegs, 
whilst ten metres to its left 
Cosmopolitan (E5/6 6b) climbs 
the wall using two BR . This route 
originally had a peg for protection 
as well butthis was ripped out by 
Steve Lewis on the second ascent. 

Further upstream on Riverside 
Buttress several new routes have 
been added . Max Head Room (E4 
6b) starts as for Max Factor 
utilising one BR. Max Pact(E2 5b) 
climbs the wall left of Black Max 
and Max a Million (E4/5 6b) which 
looks the finest addition on this 
Buttress climbs the bulges left of 
Afterlife. Finally the Buttress was 
girdled from left to right: Value 
Added Max (E4 5c, 6b) . All these 
are the work of Gibson who has 

obviously made maximum use of 
available space. 

Over the river on Two Tier 
Buttress, Gibson has added two 
lines : Open Gate (E5 6a) climbs 
the bulging wall directly above 
Melting Point and is said to be 
superb, and The Incredible Pierre 
(E5 6al b) climbs the bulges left of 
Open Gate. 

(It is worth noting that many of 
Gibson's first ascents have 
involved a great deal of 
pre-inspection and in some cases 
top rope inspection, which has 
not been mentioned. This can 
have quite serious consequences 
for an on-sight lead of certain of 
his routes, so beware!) 

On Stoney West, after a long 
layoff, Quentin Fisher renewed 
his acquaintance with the wall left 
of Twang Direct; Tequila Tory(E5 
6c) was his subtle political 
statement. 

Two lines have been climbed 
on the bouldering wall in 
Cressbrook Dale. Fisher climbed 
the wall left of Pink Indians to give 
Brain Pollution (6c) whilst Tony 
Ryan climbed the wall to the right 
of Pink Indians , succeeding where 
manyhavefailed : TitforTat(6c). 

Finally in the Winnats Pass, on 
a large buttress high on the left, 
two previously aided routes have 
been freed. Do Up Your Flies! (E5 
6a) climbs the white wall marked 
by a line of rust! This deed was 
perpetrated by Craig Smith . To 
the left of this Al Rouse climbed 
thesuperbgreywall : Rite of Way 
(E5 6b). The route is an absolute 
gem but is somewhat 
over-protected with twenty BR. 
Rouse swears that none of them 
are his! 

Gritstone 
On the short nasty stuff a vast 

number of routes have been 
churned out, the majority of these 
being the work of John Allen, who 
created some fine major 
additions as well as some 
excellent micro gems. 

On Burbage North, Allen 
climbed the obvious arete left of 
Right Fin : Ai No Corrida (E5 6b) : 
Beer Nasty (E1 6a) takes the wall 
left of Nicotine Stain, whilst The 
Sphinx (E2 6b) traverses the roof 
of a boulder somewhere below 
the Sentinel area! Across the 
stream from the North Edge lies 
Burbage West; although small in 
stature, it sports some incredible 
problems, certainly the best of 
these being West Side Story (E3 
7a ! ). Allen completed this route 
after quite a few visits. The route 
is marked by lots of chalk. 
Opposite on Burbage South Allen 
climbedHellforLeather(E46c)
a direct start to Mil/wheel Wall. 

Carls Wark has seen a major 
addition from Allen - his route 
climbs direct from where Tower 
Wall traverses left: the route has 
no name as yet but the grade is 
E516 6c. 

Gaps continue to be filled on 
Stanage. The wall left of 
Impossible Slab was climbed by 
Steve Bancroft: The Beautician 
(sic.) (E3 5c). Paul Williams 
climbed the tower left of Groper: 
The Unthinkable (E2 5b), whilst 
Allen climbed Walking the 
Whippet (E3 5c) which takes the 
right arete of the obvious pinnacle 
below Taurus Crack. It won 't be 
long before somebody decides to 
climb the stunning left arete of 
this pinnacle. Finally on Stanage, 
Allen climbed the blank looking 
slab to the right of The Strangler: 

Skidoo (E6 6c) was the end result ; 
Allen top roped this prior to his 
ascent. Jonny Dawes, keeping his 
nose in sight, soloed a direct start 
toB/urter-PinkPanther(E46b) . 

The slab right of Elder Crack on 
Curbar has been traversed by 
Allen from left to right -
Appointment with Fear (E5 6a) : 
also on Curbar Allen climbed El 
Vino Co/lapso (E5 6b) which takes 
the right hand side of the Kayak 
wall. 

The roof left of Vaya Con Dias 
on Gardoms succumbed to Allen, 
producing a very hard route : 
Spanish Fly (E516 6c). 

Rivelin , a place normally 
neglected and left to the midges, 
has been brought out and dusted 
off, mostly by Allen . Cool Running 
(E2 6a) climbs a line on the small 
buttress just right of Birch 
Buttress: Parallel Universe (E3 6b) 
climbs the wall right ofRay Crack: 
Birth of Venus (E2 6b) climbs the 
left arete of Easy Pickings whilst 
The Terminator (E516 6c) climbs 
the fine wall left of Brush Off. 
Europe After the Rain (E3 6b) 
takes the wall right of Wobbly Wall 
and is said to be a good micro 
gem. The best addition to this cliff 
is New Mediterranean (E516 6c) 
which takes the wall left of Altar 
Crack. Nicky Stokes made an 
appearance and climbed the wall 
right of Route 1/5: I'm Back! (E3 
6a). To quote Mark Stokes, who 
has repeated most of Allen's 
routes, "These routes have 
brought Rivel in back into the 20th 
century". 
Chris Gore 

AUSTRALIA 

VICTORIA 

Mt Arapiles 
As usual, Arapiles continues to 
dominate the new route scene, 
with the major contributions 
coming from European visitors. 
Wolfgang Gullich climbed the 
outrageous face above Punks in 
the Gunks following several days 
of top-rope inspection to give 
Punks in the Gym (31 12) . In terms 
of difficulty, it heralds the start of 
a new generation of routes, many 
of which have already been tried. 
To the right of India, he also added 
the strenuous problem, Wisdom 
of Body (30) up a short flake, while 
his Heimweh (27) climbs the face 
left of Debutantes and Centipedes. 

On Declaration Crag, the 
slightly under-vertical face right 
of Little Thor succumbed to the 
grace and technique of Jean-Marc 
Troussier. Steps Ahead (29) is 
indeed that, providing the 
thinnest climbing of this type in 
Australia. His other addition, Les 
Memoires d'un Ane (27), to the 
right of Philosopher is a good 
route that awaits the obvious 
direct. Unfortunately, 
accompanying this rise and 
consolidation of high standards 
has been a decline in ethics, with 
top-roping priorto lead becoming 
more accepted as a means to 
faster ascents. 

Above High Dive, Geoff 
Weigand climbed the brutal 
Power Corruption and Lies (28), a 
long pump in topsy-turvy land. 
Model Phantom (27) climbs an 
excellent face above Mysteries, 
while Short 'n Sharp (25) tackles 
a short arete to the right. Both 
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Wolfgang Giillich making the third ascent of Power, Corruption and Lies (28), Arapiles. Photo : Kim Carrigan. 

were the work of Weigand, who 
soloed the latter on sight. On the 
same wall, Kim Carrigan was 
responsible for Historic Events 
(26), another good bolt-protected 
face climb. 

To the right of Telemachus, 
Love That Pain (27) is another 
Carrigan desperate, with small, 
sharp holds providing the fun . He 
also added several other tricky 
little numbers. Crossing The Trial 
is Tribulation (26) a fine face 
route, while Purgatory (26) climbs 
the wall below Evans Above. The 
direct start to Wackford Squeers 
went at 26, while on the same 
wall, Got It! (24) offers a good 
variant start to Going for the One. 
Carrigan also found TowelledOff 
(24) to be saturated during a 
thunder storm, and No Stone 
Unturned (23) to be rather 
forgettable. 

Austrian climber lngo Knapp 
made a superb contribution to the 
fine routes of Curtain Wall. A 
Hundred Little Baby Bums (24) 
climbs an exciting direct line left 
of Terminal Drive. Another great 
route to fall was Mind Arthritis 
(26) to the persistence of Chris 
Shepherd. This continuous face 
climb wends its way up the south 
face of the Pharos. The efforts of 
John Muir have uncovered a 
surprising number of overlooked 
routes. On Castle Crag, he 
completed the line of Elusive 
Butterfly (25), as well as Sausage 
Monger (24) a contrived line on 
the opposite face. More Moves 
(24) takes a line right of Pixies 
Delight, while his direct finish to 
Life in the Fast Lane (25) makes 
that route more continuous. On 
the small face high in Central 
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thin seam. To the left, Kieran 
Loughran climbed Strapping (23), 
another tenuous seam. 

The team of Rod Young and Ant 
Prehn made a rare return visit to 
Arapiles, adding three 
worthwhile climbs. On Starless 
Buttress, Queen of Hearts (24) and 
Warhead (23) are good short 
pitches, while Preciousss (24) 
takes a steep arete left of Short 
Time. At Mitre Rock, Weigand 
soloed Herbs and Spices (24), and 
led a similar problem, Cooking for 
Beginners (24). To the right of 
Cassandra, Louise Shepherd 
found Warts and All (22) to be no 
problem. 

Mt Stapylton 
In the hidden Valley area, many 
new routes have been recently 
discovered. The best and hardest 
of these is Diazapam (25) by 
Louise Shepherd, who also led No 
Pasaran (22) . On Taipan Wall, 
Carrigan climbed another route 
utilising the aid bolt start of Dance 
of Life, giving Clean Sweep (24 
MO) up a superb grey stripe. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Mt Victoria 
A short a rete above Angular Crack 
provided some interesting 
moments for Geoff Weigand and 
Martin Scheel with Social 
Climbing (26) . Another good find 
was Morgue Wall (24) by 
Carrigan. This roof-capped face 
climb crosses Mortuary. Carrigan 
also removed the rest from It 
Came From Outer Space (24), 
giving one of the best pitches in 
the Mountains. 
Kim Carrigan. 

OBITUARIES 
Gaston Rebuffat 1921-1985 

Gaston Rebuffat, who died in 
ParisonMay31 attheageof64, 
was one of the outstanding 
mountaineers who came to 
prominence at the end of the 
war. Following his first major 
Alpine climb, the second ascent 
of the North Face of the Grande 
Jorasses by the Walker Spur in 
1941, he proceeded to acquire 
an international reputation by 
many Alpine routes of the first 
order of difficulty. 

Gaston was born in Marseille 
in 1921 and spent his boyhood 
in Provence. Throughout his life 
he retained the distinctive drawl 
of a Marsella is. He also retained 
his love for his first beginnings 
and, with his family, he spent a 
part of each winter at their home 
in Cannes. 

It was in Provence on the 
limestone pinnacles of the 
Calanques, towering above the 
Mediterranean, that he made 
his debut as a climber atthe age 
of 15. His description of his 
feelings on that occasion will 
strike a chord in the heart of 
many mountaineers: "au fon_d 
de moi-meme je sens une 101e, 
mais aussi un pincement de 
coeur ... " 

His first Alpine climb, the 
traverse of the Barre des Ecrins 
in Dauphine, was achieved at 
the age of 17. It was, for him, a 
foretaste of great deeds to 
follow: there and then he 
resolved to make alpinism his 

life and livelihood. At the early 
age of 21 he obtained his 
professional mountain guide's 
certificate and became 
successively an instructor atthe 
Ecole d'Alpinisme and the Ecole 
Mifitaire de Haute Montagne at 
Chamonix. Then came fame, 
following his part, with two 
other Chamonix guides, 
Lachenal and Terray, as a 
member of Maurice Herzog's 
triumphant expedition to 
Annapurna in 1950, the first 
ascent of an 8,000 metre peak. 

It was at that time while 
serving on the Allied Staff at 
Fontainebleau that I first met 
Gaston. In the next few years we 
often climed and skied together 
from Chamonix. Some of our 
climbs : on the Peuterey Ridge of 
Mont Blanc, the Ryan-Lochmat
ter ridge on theAiguille du Plan 
and an attempted ascent of 
Mont Blanc on skis, were 
dogged and frustrated by bad 
weather. 

But for Gaston it never 
seemed to matter. For him, 
being with a companion on a 
mountain was enough. What 
mattered was, in his own words: 
"L 'amitie de deux etres pour le 
meilleuretpour/epire. "He was 
just as happy climbing with my 
wife and myself on the granite 
needles of the Clochers-Cloche
tons above Chamonix and on 
the sandstone boulders in the 
forest of Fontainebleau. He 
found real satisfaction in 
retreating, in "white out" 



conditions, in the course of a ski 
traverse ofthe "trois cols" in the 
Chamonix district; it presented 
a challenge to his navigational 
skill as demanding as any grade 
six climb. 

That philosophy, was for 
myself, both a solace and a 
salutary lesson. 

Gaston was a gifted author. 
His writing reflected his 
personality. It is simple and 
sincere, seeking no sensational 
effects. Almost, it could be 
described as poetic prose, for 
his nature was romantic. 

His first book, Etoiles et 
Tempetes, describing six north 
face climbs in the Alps, was 
published in 1955 and was 
translated by Wilfred Noyce and 
myself into English a year later. 
He also wrote Du Mont Blanc a 
/'Himalaya in 1955 and 
published two instructional 
books: Neige et Roe and Glace, 
Niege et Roe. 

With Maurice Baquet and 
others as climbing companions 
and Georges Tairraz as 
photographer he made a 
numberofsuccessfulfilms; one 
of them, a version of Etoiles et 
Tempetes was awarded the 
Grand Prix at the international 
festival at Trento in 1958. 

In every sport there emerge, 
from time to time, men and 
women who add something to 
the quality of that pastime which 
far exceeds the value of a new 
record. Such a person was 
Gaston Rebuffat. 
John Hunt 

Bill Peascod 1920 - 1985 

Williams (Bill) Peascod died on 
May 17 as he was climbing Great 
Slab on Cloggy. 

Whillans led the pitch. In 
the shallow groove just beyond 
the crux, Peascod then called 
down to inform Birkett that he was 
feeling dizzy. Then he slumped on 
the rope-unconscious. Whillans 
lowered him down over 
overhangs to a small ledge near 
the ground. A nearby climber, 
Frank Johnson, who through 
diving was experienced in 
resuscitation, worked on Peascod 
for over an hour to no avail. It was 
later found Peascod had died 
almost immediately from a blood 
clot lodging in his heart. 

Born in 1920, son of a West 
Cumbrian coal miner in Maryport, 
Peascod followed his father down 
the pit. Three years later, aged 17, 
whilst cycling to Buttermere one 
morning after work, he was 
instantly won over to the 
challenge and beauty of the Lake 
District. Rock climbing, where he 
was able to use his great physical 
strength, became his passion. 

A chance encounter on Grey 
Crags, Birkness Combe, with G.R. 
Speaker, president of the Fell and 
Rock, encouraged him to join that 
club, where he met Bert Beck, a 
Workington techer. The 
partnership that followed opened 
up the crags of north-west 
Lakeland to climbs of quality, 
most of which bear the obvious 
stamp of Peascod's flair : 
uncompromising lines, small 
holds and sensational situations 
being his hallmark. Eagle Front, 
Cleopatra, Sinister Grooves, 
Honister Wall, Dale Head Pillar, 
Suaviter, Fortiter, Dexter Wall, 
Resurrection and Delilah all in the 
Buttermere area, plus Falconer's 

Crack on Eagle Crag, Borrowdale, 
and Eve on Shepherd's Crag are 
to name but some of the classics 
he produced. 

In the 1950's he emigrated to 
Austrtalia, and lectured in mining 
at Wollagong, New South Wales. 
Here he began to paint. He quickly 
won acclaim with exhibitions at 
leading art galleries and he won 
numerous awards. In 1971 an art 
prize took him to Japan where he 
met his second wife Etsu. It was 
she who recognised when she 
visited Cumbria that it was these 
mountains that the artist Peascod 
had been recapturing in his work. 

They returned to Cumbria in 
1980 with daughter, Emma, and 
settled near Bassenthwaite. 
Peascod became active again on 
the climbing scene, winning the 
affectionate respect of the new 
generation of rock climbers who 
had taken his pastime to a further 
stage of development. He became 
a vice-president of both the BMC 
and FRCC respectively and 
thrived on the rekindled purpose 
in his life. 

A fortnight before he died 
Peascod appeared on the Channel 
4 television documentary, 
Lakeland Rock where, seconded 
by Chris Bonington, he led 
perhaps his greatest rock climb, 
Eagle Front in extreme (wet) 
condition. Peascod always 
regarded Jim Birkett as "the 
man", and it meant a lot to him 
when Birkett Sr sent his sincere 
congratulations on what he 
deeply felt was an impressive 
effort indeed by a climber more 
than 40 years after making the 
first ascent. 

Bill Peascod's autobiography, 
Journey After Dawn, was also 
published recently. It reflects a 
sensitive man of real courage, 
humanity, warmth and quiet 
wisdom - as those of us who 
were forutnate to know him 
would vouch for. That he died 
"peacefully" and quickly while 
climbing flanked between two of 
his closest friends on magnificent 
hard rock was the kind of ending 
- sad as it is to write this - that 
I feel he would have preferred. 
Tony Greenbank 

John Syrett 1950 - 1985 

John Syrett died instantly, in 
the small hours of Sunday June 
9th, having presumably jumped 
from the lip of Malham Cove. 
Thus the climbing world lost 
one of its most vital and talented 
sons. 

I first met John in 1968, when 
we both came up to Leeds 
University, where he read a 
degree in Applied Mineral 
Sciences. A shy lad in those 
days, he kept a distinctly low 
profileforthefirstyearorso, but 
unbeknown to the rest of us 
more outward going types, 
busy ingratiating ourselves with 
the Club worthies, and 
wallowing in the stagnant 
climbing scene of the late 
sixties, a storm was brewing . It 
took the form of a dark- eyed, 
tousled-haired, incredibly 
bendy youth who could perform 
unheard of stunts on the 
University climbing wall. John 
had taken a lateral step; whilst 
we were all working up through 
the grades, he was exploring the 
effects of an already athletic 
frame, of specific climbing 

Rebuffat, Peascod, Syrett. 
Photos: Ken Wilson, Border T. V., Bernard Newman. 

training using a climbing wall. 
The results were astounding; 

when he was ready, John 
proceeded to demolish the 
mystique of a seemingly 
endless list of hard climbs, 
starting on the local outcrops, 
and working outwards. 

Fame came quickly, with his 
on-sight second ascent of Wall 
of Horrors, at Almscliff, with 
token protection, one cold, 
windy November afternoon in 
1970. This route had held local 
climbers in awe for nearly ten 
years. 

The spell was broken, and a 
flood of new routes, mostly on 
grit, followed from Syrett and 
his contemporaries. Grit was 
John's milieu, and his routes 
were typically bold and 
gymnastic, such as Encore and 
Big Greenie at Almscliff, or 
violent like the Brutaliser and 
FelicityatBrimham; hewasthe 
master of offwidths. 

John's ascent of Joker's Wall 
at Brimham was steeped in 
legend, for he would regularly 
jump off from high on the crux 
during early solo attempts-he 
was after all the 'rubber man', 
and could survive ground falls 
from heights that would have 
hospitalised lesser mortals. 

John was a complex person, 
often difficult to get close to, but 
there was no mistaking his 
drive, no avoiding the eager fire 
that burned behind those 
anthracite eyes. It was as if life 
wasn't hard enough for him. He 
was constantly testing himself, 
against the rock, against other 
climbers, against the elements. 
His idea of losing weight was to 
run (literally) everywhere in just 

an open necked shirt, jeans and 
sandals in the depths of winter. 
(I tried this once, and nearly 
ended up with pneumonia.) 

Just as John was getting into 
top gear, disaster struck. A 
shattered wine glass cut the 
tendons in a third finger, a 
seemingly minor injury to the 
layman, but it spelt the end for 
a climber of Syrett's calibre. 
Perhaps that was the moment 
when John began to die. Unable 
to channel his vital energies into 
the activity at which he excelled, 
he moved on, first to devote 
himself to a physiotherapy 
course in Newcastle, the very 
discipline that had failed to 
mend him, and finally to the 
brutal excitement and 
hardships of the North Sea 
drilling rigs. 

But John's cruelly short life 
was shaped by a series of 
definite irrevocable decisions, 
as was his climbing, as was the 
manner of his death; not a cry 
for help of some lonely soul, but 
a bold statement, a 
premeditated decision to 
choose his own time and place. 

It's been said that Syrett's 
influence on the development of 
rock climbing was far greater 
than this list of achievements 
would suggest. That's as may 
be; it's been my good fortune to 
know a lot of extremely talented 
rock climbers over the years, but 
Syrett was a genius, one of that 
rare breed of natural athletes 
whose performance makes a 
total mockery of the efforts of 
others. It was pure joy to watch 
him move across the face of 
steep rock. 
Bernard Newman 
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Compiled by 
Alan Rouse 
Maps by John Stevenson 

Gasherbrum I to VI from right to left, as seen from Baltoro Kangri. Photo: Brian Hall. 

Part One: 8848m - 7349m 
I have compiled the list of all the world 's 

7 ,000m peaks from the best reference 
sources that I could find : mainly, the Alpine 
Journal, the American Alpine Journal, 
Mountain Magazine, the two volumes of 
Japanese "Mountain Maps of the World" , 
Mountain World (the Swiss publication) 
and the Himalayan Journal. The list is not 
complete in any sense , although it is an 
attempt to make sense of the world 's highest 
mountains for the reader . 

What constitutes a mountain and thereby 
a separate listing is something which will 
change with time. A mountain like Lhotse 
Shar, which lies on the East Ridge of 
Lhotse, did not become a "mountain" until 
relatively recently . From a geographer's 
point of view even now it is not really an 
individual peak, but from a climber's point 
of view the fact that it would be very difficult 
indeed to traverse from Lhotse to Lhotse 
Shar , creates two completely separate 
mountains, each worthy of a name. More 
recently still, Lhotse Middle summit , mid
way between the two, has also come to be 
regarded as an individual peak and even 
needs separate permission from the 
Nepalese authorities . It is the highest 
unclimbed bump in the world and is possib
ily the hardest peak to climb by its easiest 
route, making it a very worthy objective for 
the modern climber. The ascent would 
necessitiate first climbing either Lhotse or 
Lhotse Shar and then traversing a difficult 
rock ridge, or it could be reached by its mas
sive and steep South Face. In the future the 
minor summits that lie between Nuptse and 
Lhotse, all of which are difficult of access 
and above the 7,600m contour, will also be 
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considered as objectives in their own right 
and will attract expeditions with the same 
enthusiasm as their more famous 
neighbours did some decades before . 

Certain mountain areas of Asia, which 
are inaccessible for political reasons , par
ticularly inside China , have not been 
adequately mapped , or if they have , the 
maps are not available to the mountaineer. 
For those summits the heights may finally 
prove to be markedly different to those in 
the list. Doubtless many summits in Tibet 
and Sinkiang (Xinjiang) are yet to be disco
vered from the mountaineer 's point of view , 
although it seems unlikely that more than a 
handful of mountains will prove as interest
ing as those in the Karakorum and main 
Himalayan chain . 

The list will inevitably show a personal 
bias in that I am much more familiar with 
the areas that I have visited personally. 
Forming a mental picture of a mountain 
area is notoriously difficult using only the 
maps and other reference sources . There is 
also an element of personal choice in decid
ing the best option when confronted with 
two or more conflicting reference sources. 
Generally, but not exclusively, I have cho
sen the most recent heights and evidence of 
ascents . 

Names of Mountains 
Many Himalayan peaks are blessed with 

more than one name. Sometimes they have 
been seen from different vantage points , 
like Everest , which is known as Sagarmatha 
to the Nepalese in the south but 
Chomolungma to the Tibetans in the North . 
The name Everest is a western invention 

and so the peak now has three names. Other 
mountains were given names by foreign 
climbers when on some occasions no local 
name existed ; usually everyone has been 
happy with this situation but in some cases 
a local translation has been effected , while 
in other cases an entirely new local name 
has been invented. Where possible I have 
given all the names which have been com
monly used. Their order does not imply any 
preference. Of course spelling has been a 
problem as frequently different phonetic 
spellings of local names have been 
employed by different nationalities of clim
bers. On this point my list has an inexcusa
ble laziness and I have used whichever spel
ling came first in my research unless it was 
definitely changed later in history . Ganker 
Pun sum or Kangar Punsum are two variants 
of the same mountain in Bhutan . The 
change of spelling system in China also pro
duces some difficulties as even though it was 
instituted some years ago many books have 
never been changed. Shisma pangma is now 
spelt Xixabangma but few people recognise 
the new form. As the main purpose of this 
list is for climbers ' reference I have tried to 
choose the most readily comprehensible. 

Some names will be entirely new to the 
climbing world . These are the names I have 
made up myelf for mountains which had no 
name but deserved to be considered indi
vidual_ly . Rest assured - the only names I 
have mvented are purely topographically 
descriptive , such as Jannu East Peak. Some 
of these. pea_ks will probably acquire real 
names with time, but I have decided to give 
them a temporary name so as to save the 
inconvenience and clumsiness of referring 
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to them by their height and a description of 
their location. Basically their names are 
references to the nearest previously named 
mountains. 

7,000m but is clearly more like 7,350m. The 
few peaks entirely in India above 7,000m 
are probably quite accurately listed but the 
remaining peaks in Central Asia could be 
almost any height. The Dupleix range for 
example undoubtedly has several 7 ,000m 
peaks but there is no information at all 
?bout them: the figure of 7,600m is just an 
informed guess. 

equally as climbers, are not assigned a 
nationality as it is obvious that a name like 
Ang Nyma is Nepalese, not German! Some 
mountains are listed as unclimbed - these 
are mountains that I am fairly sure have had 
no ascent. Other mountains have no first 
ascent mentioned but are not listed as 
unclimbed . Several subsidiary summits of 
the main Hindu Kush mountain groups fall 
into this category as I believe that more or 
less all of them have been climbed but I 
have been unable to trace the first ascent. 
Changtse, the northern summit of Everest , 
is reputed to have been climbed and 
although Shipton reached 7,300m in the 
thirties I have traced no successful ascent. 
The Maps 

Heights 
Different reference sources frequently 

give different heights for the same moun
tain. In certain cases a mountain with an 
entirely different name and height to 
another mountain proves to be the same 
mountain. It is therefore possible that the 
same mountain could appear twice in my 
list in different guises , although obviously I 
have tned my best to eliminate that possibil
ity. 

For mountains in Nepal I have used 
heights from the new official Nepalese list , 
many of which are different to the tradition
ally used figures. For Bhutan I have used 
the figures in the Japanese mountaineering 
maps of the world, although even here there 
are internal contradictions, such as the 
heights of Kangkar Punsum 2 and Kangkar 
Punsum 3 marked as 7239m and 7239m on 
the map of Bhutan but referred to elsewhere 
as 7532m and 7516m. 

For the Karakorum, traditionally used 
figures have remained intact , although in 
the future it is certain that many of them 
will prove wrong when more accurate sur
veys are made. An extreme example is 
Ka run Koh, north of the Shimshal valley, 
which is marked on most maps as just under 

Bold type denotes uncl imbed peaks. 

No. Name Country Area Height 

1. EverestlSagarmatha, Nepal/ Everest 8848m 
Chomolungma) Tibet 

2. K21Goodwin Austen, Pakistan/ Baltoro 8611m 
Chogori) Sinkiang 

3. Kangchenjunga India/ Kangchen- 8586m 
Sikkim junga 

4. Lhotse Nepal/ Everest 8516m 
Tibet 

5. Ya lung Kang !West India/ Kangchen- 8505m 
summit of 
Kangchenjunga) 

Sikkim junga 

6. Kangchenjunga India/ Kangchen- 8482m 
Central Sikkim junga 

7. Kangchenjunga India/ Kangchen- 8476m 
South Sikkim junga-

8. Makalu Nepal/ Makalu 8463m 
Tibet 

9. Lhotse Middle Nepal/ Everest 8430m 
Tibet 

10. LhotseShar Nepal/ Everest 8400m 
Tibet 

11. ChoOyu Nepal/ Everest 8201m 
Tibet 

12. Dhaulagiri Nepal Dhaulagiri 8167m 

13. Manaslu Nepal Manaslu 8163m 

14. Nanga Parbat Pakistan Nanga 8125m 
Parbat 

15. Annapurna 1 Nepal Annapurna 8091 m 

Country and Areas 
_ Where possible border peaks have been 

listed as such. Peaks in China have been 
listed under their province rather than just 
China. A large area of the eastern 
Karakorum has recently changed hands 
from Pakistan to India. Last year the 
Indians occupied the Siachen glacier area. 
Peaks in this area are now listed "India*". 
The areas are rather loose. They are not 
geographical areas but rather climbing areas 
and are meant to indicate the nearest big 
mountain or other recognisable feature 
known to mountaineers. 
First Ascents 

When a first ascent has been traced it has 
been included with the year and route of 
first ascent, if known. Only the first summit 
party has been included: climbers on the 
same expedition who made an ascent the 
next day , for instance, have not been listed. 
The nationality of the first ascensionists has 
been included, although local climbers, par
ticularly Sherpas, whilst always included 

The maps are not meant to help you find 
a mountain in the field. Their primary fun
citon is to indicate roughly which mountains 
I am referring to in the list. This is particu
larly important for locating mountains 
which are not commonly known to the 
climber. They indicate the position of the 
more obscure mountains relative to at least 
one well known and readily locatable peak. 
No peaks below 7,000m have been marked. 
Corrections 

Informed criticism of the list is welcome 
and any further information and corrections 
will be included in a future edition of Moun
tain. If you do have any corrections please 
state your source of reference. 

1st Ascent 1stAscensionists No. Name Country Area Height 1st Ascent 1 stAscensionists 
Year& Year& 
Route Route 
1953 Edmund Hillary, 
S.Col Sherpa Tenzing 16. Gasherbrum 1 Pakistan/ Baltoro 8068m 1958 P. Schoening, A. 

I British) I Hidden Peak) Sinkiang S. Face Kauffman !American) 

1954 Achille Compagnoni, 17. Annapurna 1 Nepal Annapurna 8051m 1980 U. Bonning, L. Greissl, 
Abruzzi Lino Lacedelli Central N.Side H. Oberrauch 
Spur !Italian) !German) 

1955 George Band, Joe 18. Broad Peak Pakistan/ Baltoro 8047m 1957 M. Schmuck, F. 
S.W. Face Brown !British) IFalchan Ri) Sinkiang W.Face Wintersteller 

1956 Ernst Reiss, Fritz 
!Austrian) 

N.W.Face Luchsinger !Swiss) 19. Shisha Pang ma Tibet Langtang/ 8046m 1964 

Y. Ageta, T. Matsuda 
IGosainthan, Tibet N.Ridge Chinese 

1973 Xixabangma) 
E. Ridge !Japanese) 

20. Gasherbrum 2 Pakistan/ Baltoro 8035m 1956 S. Larch, F. Moravec, 

1978 W.Branski, 
Sinkiang S.Side H. Willen part 

Via Great Z. Heinrich, K. Olech 
!Austrian) 

Shelf I Polish) 21. Annapurna 1 East Nepal Annapurna 8010m 1974 J. Anglada, E. Civis, 
IS. Face) N.Side J. Pons !Spanish) 

1978 W. Jorzwana, 22. Broad Peak Central Pakistan/ Baltoro 8000m 1975 K. Glazek, M. Kesicki, 
Via Great E. Chrobak !Polish) Sinkiang W.Face& J. Kulis, B. Nowaczyk, 
Shelf S. Ridge A. Sikorski (Polish) 

1955 J. Couzy, L. Terray 23. Manaslu East Peak Nepal Manaslu 7992m Unclimbed I?) 
Via Makalu I French) 24. Gasherbrum 3 Pakistan Baltoro 7980m 1975 J. Onyszkiewicz, 
La IN. Side) Ridge A. Chadwick, 
Unclimbed connecting W. Rutkeiwicz, 

to Gasher- K. Zdzitowiecki 

1970 S. Mayerl, R. Walter 
brum2 !Polish) 

E. Ridge (Austrian) 25. Gayachung Kang Nepal/ Everest 7952m 1964 Y.Kato, 

1954 H. Tichy, J. Jochler, 
W.Flank K. Saskaizawa, 

Pasang Phutar 
N.W.Side Sherpa Pasang Dawa !Japanese) 

Lama !Austrian) 
26. Annapurna 2 Nepal Annapurna 7937m 1960 C. Bonington, R. 

1960 K. Diem berger, P. N. Face& Grant.Ang Nyima 
N.E Ridge Diner, E. Forrer, E.Ridge I British) 

A. Scheiber!, Nyima 
Dorji, Nawang Dorji 27. Gasherbrum 4 Pakistan/ Baltoro 7925m 1958 W. Bonatti, C. Mauri 
!Swiss) Sinkiang N.E. Ridge !Italian) 

1956 T. lmanishi, Gyalzen 28. Kangbachen Nepal Kangchen- 7903m 1974 K. Olech, W. Branski, 
N. Face Norbu !Japanese) junga N.W.Face W.Kalupt, 

1953 H. Buhl !Austrian) 
M. Malatynski, 
A. Rubinowski 

Via Silver !Polish) 
Saddle 

1950 M. Herzog, L. 29. Himalchuli Nepal Manaslu 7893m 1960 M. Harada, H. Tanabe 
N.E. Face Lachenal I French) S.W.Side !Japanese) 
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30. Disteghil Sar 

31. Peak29(Dakumor 
Ngadi Chu Ii ) 

32. Nuptse 

33. Khunyang Chish 

34. Masherbrum 

35. Nanda Devi 

36. Nanga Parbat North 

37. Masherbrum 
W.Summit 

38. Choma Lonzo 

39. Nuptse North West 

40. Rakaposhi 

41. Batura Mustagh 1 

42. Gasherbrum 
East 

43. KanjutSar 

44. Disteghil Sar East 

45. Namche Barwa 

46. Kamet 

47. Dhaulagiri 2 

48. Ngojumba Kang 1 

49. Saltoro Kangri 1 

50. Trivor 

51 . GurlaMandhata 

Pakistan 

Nepal 

Nepal 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

India 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

Tibet 

Nepal 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

Tibet 

India 

Nepal 

Nepal/ 
Tibet 

India• 

Pakistan 

Tibet 

52. Ulu Mustagh China 

53. BokalikTagh China 

54. Kongur China 

55. Dhaulagiri 3 Nepal 

56. Jannu Nepal 

57. Batura Mustagh 2 Pakistan 

58. Tirich Mir · Pakistan 

59. SaltoroKangri2(K35) India• 

60. Molamenqing Tibet 
(Phola Gangchen) 

61. Disteghil Sar 
East2 

Pakistan 

62. BaturaMustagh2S. Pakistan 

63. Batura Mustagh 1 W. Pakistan 

64. Saser Kangri 1 India 
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Hispar 

Manaslu 

Everest 

Hispar 

7885m 1960 
S. Face 

7871m 1970 
E. Face 

7855m 1960 
S. Face 

7852m 1971 
S. Face& 
S. Ridge 

Baltoro 7821m 1960 
S.E. Face 

Nanda Devi 7817m 1936 
S.Ridge 

Nanga 7816m 1978 
Parbat W. Face 

G. Starker, D. 
Marchart (Austrian) 

H. Watanabe and 
Sherpas Tsering 
(Japanese) 

D. Davis, Sherpa 
Tashi (British) 

A. Zawada, 
Z. Heinrich,J. 
Stryczynski, R. 
Szafjrski (Polish) 

G. Bell, W. Unsoeld 
(American) 

N. Odell, H. Tilman 
(British
American) 

M. Zatko,J.Katko, 
J. Just,A. Belica 
(Czechoslovak) 

Baltoro 7806m 1981 Z. Heinrich, 

Makalu 7790m 

Everest 7789m 

Ra ka posh i 7788m 

Batura 7785m 

Baltoro 7772m 

Hispar 7760m 

Hispar 7760m 

S.E. Face M. Maltynski, P. 
Nowachi (Polish) 

1954 J. Couzy, L. T erray 
W. Side (French) 

1977 0. Kunji, J. Sherpa 
N.W. Ridge (Japanese) 

1958 M. Banks, T.Patey 
S.W. Spur (British) 

1976 H. Bleicher, H. 

1983 
S.E. Ridge 

1959 
S.E. Ridge 

1980 

Oberhofer (German) 

W. Kurtyka, J. 
Kukucza (Polish) 

C. Pelissier(ltalian) 

A.Bielun, 
J. Gronczewski, 
R. Kowalewski, T. 
Piotrowski ,J. Tillak 
(Polish) 

Tibet 7756m Unclimbed 
(East) 

Kumaun 7756m 1931 R. Holdsworth, 
F. Smythe, E. Shipton, 
Sherpa Lewa (British) 

Dhaulagiri 7751m 1971 A. Huber,Sherpa 
N. Side Jagambu (Austrian) 

Everest 7743m Unclimbed (7) 

Siachen 7742m 1962 Y. Tachamura,Capt. 
E. Side Bashir, A. Saito 

(Japanese-Pakistani) 

Hispar 

Tibet 
(West) 

7728m 1960 W.Noyce,J.Sadler 
N.W. Ridge (British-American) 

7728m Unclimbed 

Kun Lun 

Kun Kun 

Sinkiang 

7724m Unclimbed 

7720m Unclimbed 

7719m 1981 

Dhaulagiri 7715m 

Kangchen- 771 Om 
junga 

Batura 7710m 

S. Ridge 

1973 
S.W. Face 

1962 
S.Side 

1978 

Hindu Kush 7706m 1950 
S. Ridge 

Siachen 7705m Unclimbed 

Langtang/ 7702m 1981 
Tibet 

Hispar 7700m 1960 
W.Ridge 

Hispar 7700m Unclimbed 

Hispar 7700m Unclimbed 

P. Boardman, C. 
Bonington,A. Rouse, 
J. Tasker(British) 

German, led by K. 
Schreckerbach 

P. Keller, R. Para got 
(French) 

Y. Ishikawa, M. ltoh, 
M.Ohkubo 
(Japanese) 

H. Berg,A. Naess, 
T. Streather 
(Norwegian-British) 

B. Farmer, R. Price 
(New Zealand) 

D. Marchart, G. 
Starker (Austrian) 

Saser 7692m 1973 (Indian) led by 
S.E. Ridge Joginder Singh 

65. Ti rich Mir East 

66. Ngojumba Kang 2 

67. Kangshungtse 
(Makalu 2) 

68. Chogolisa S.W. 

69. Dhaulagiri 4 

Pakistan 

Nepal/ 
Tibet 

Nepal/ 
Tibet 

Pakistan 

Nepal 

Hindu 7691 m 1964 
Kush S. Face 

Everest 7681m 1965 

Makalu 7678m 1954 
S. Ridge 

Baltoro 7665m 1975 
W.Ridge 

Dhaulagiri 7661m 1975 
S.W.Side 

R. Hoibakk, A. Opdal 
(Norwegian) 

N. Uemura, Pemba 
Tenzing (Japanese) 

J. Franco, L. Terray, 
Gyalzen (French) 

G. Am merer, A. 
Pressl (Austrian) 

S. Kawazu, E. Yusuda 
(Japanese) 

70. Ngojumba Kang 3 Nepal/Tibet Everest 7656m Unclimbed 

71. Chogolisa N.E. Pakistan 

72. Fang (Va rah Shikhar) Nepal 

73. Khunyang Chi sh S. 

74. Dhaulagiri 5 

75. Shispare 

Pakistan 

Nepal 

Pakistan 

76. Batura Mustagh 1 E. Pakistan 

77. Kongur Tiu be Sinkiang 

78. Shartse (Peak38) Nepal/ 

79. Gongga Shan China 
(Minya Konka) 

80. Annapurna 3 

81 . Kula Kangri 1 

82. Changtse 

83. Broad Peak North 

84. Mustagh Ata 

85. Skyang Kangri 

86. KangkarPunsum 1 

Nepal 

Tibet 

Tibet 

Pakistan/ 
Sinkiang 

China 

Pakistan/ 
Sinkiang 

Bhutan/ 
Tibet 

87. Chomo Lonzo N.E. 1 Tibet 

88. Himalchuli West Nepal 

89. Kangkar Punsum 2 Bhutan 

PAMIRS1 

Baltoro 7654m 1958 M. Fujihira, K. Kirai 
(Japanese) 

Annapurna 7647m 1980 S. Mayerl, H. 
W. Ridge Neumair, Ang Che pal 
from South Sherpa (Austrian) 

Hispar 7620m Unclimbed 

Dhaulagiri 7618m 1975 
S. Ridge 

Batura 7611 m 1974 

Batura 7600m Unclimbed 

(Japanese) led by 
E. Umeki 

H. Bleicher, L. Cichy, 
M. Grochowski,J. 
Holnicki-Szulc, 
A. Mlynarczyk, H. 
Oberhofer, J. Poreba 
(Polish-German) 

Sinkiang 7595m 1956 Chinese 
S.Side 

Everest 7591 m Unclimbed (?) 

Szechuan 7556m 1932 T. Moore, R. Birdsall 
(American) 

Annapurna 7555m 1961 

Tibet 
(East) 

Everest 

Baltoro 

Sinkiang 

Baltoro 

Bhutan 

Makalu 

Manaslu 

Bhutan 

7553m Unclimbed 

7553m Unclimbed 

7550m 1983 
W.Face 

7546m 1956 
W.Side 

7544m 1976 
E. Ridge 

7541m Unclimbed 

7540m Unclimbed 

7540m 1978 

7532m 1973(?) 

' l ,,, 
I 
\ 

M. Kohli, Son am 
Gyasto, Sherpa 
SonamGirmi 
(I ndian) 

R. Casarotto (Ital ian) 

Chinese 

Y. Fujiohji, H. Najata 
(Japanese) 

Y. Ogata, K. Sugeno 
(Japanese) 

Kashgar • 

Lenin (7134m) \ Kongur Tiube 

AA ', (7595m)£.._ 
Korzhenevskaya K . 17495 ) , - Kongur 

(7105m) ommunizm m \_,,,--- --1 (7719m) 

:, ... , ... -,,... ~ 

/ ',, \ Mustagh Ata 

,' \ USSR l (7546m) 
/ \ t 

1 I \ 
I I \ 
I I \ 

, l, --.... , ----,-,..._-...,J 
AFGIIAN
ISTAN 

., ., t ___ ,-
/ \ Clf!NA 

.,,,"" ________ .,, ... -' ... , ! .,,,,.... ________ .,,., 
' ... , ,, 
', __ / / PAKISTAN ,, 
, 

, , 
, ,,,, 

N 

01...----....1100km 
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// .A \ \ 
(7108rn) ,.udren Zorn :& 
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Noshaq Main (7492rn) .A.Da1~~7l;:1rn 
Noshaq Central (7400rn) ..A 

o,,. 
"/,! 

.-,,-,,,. 
"'-1 

Q/ 
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-'.A-.A.7:'~ 
Noshaq West~oshaq East \Shingeik Main J 

(7250rn) (7480rn) (7291rn) 

Nobaisrn Zorn ,,.--
.A (7010rn) t ----,A. lstor-o-Nal 1 (7373rn) 

West 2 (7'1!!,0rnig~ 
West 1 (7300rn~ \North-East (7276rn) 

N 
~ Rock Pinnacle (7200rn) ~ ~East (7100rn) 

lstor-o-Nal Main •, South-East (7365rn) 
(7403rn) Ji:. 

u,,,, r,,,,~ ""j"\' 
G;,,c. 

le,-

WeSt 4 .A West 3 (7400rn) 
(7338rn) "':6. 

,.._west 2 (7450:.rn..;)---• 

Tirich Mi,-...---,-. irich Mir East (7691rn) 
West (7487rn) Tirich Mir 

17706rn) 

Batura Mustagh 2 (7710ml 

• 
2 So"th moom\. .... ~""" Mwttagh 1 (n85ml 

Q._ __________ __,1Qkm 

HINDU KUSH 2 

N 

1 West (7700ml ('A 1 East (7600ml 

)-•~st (7500ml 

~ ..... Pasu (7284ml 

(7500ml 
Pasu West \ 

Pasu Glacier 

Hachindar Chish (7163ml ..---.--.....____ 
I 

Q,__ _____ _,5km 

Shlspa,o 17611ml // 

~M Ghento Peak 

\ (7100ml 

Bojohagur Duan Asir 1 A // / (73/,_i_ 
BATURA AREA3 Bojohagur Duan Asir ~, 

(7388ml / ', 
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90. Yukshin Gardan Sar Pakistan Hispar 7530m 1984 Pakistani-Japanese 121. SaserKangri4 India Saser 7415m Unclimbed 
Via Upper (Cloud Peak) 
Yazghil 122. Haramosh Pakistan Rakaposhi 7409m 1958 H. Roiss, F. Mandi, Glacier) 

91. Annapurna4 Nepal Annapurna 7525m 1955 N.Biller,H. 
E. Ridge S. Pauer(Austrian) 

Steinmetz,J. 123. lstor-o-Nal M. Pakistan Hindu 7403m 1969 J. Anglada, J. Cerda, 
Wellenkamp Kush (From E. Civis, J. Pons 
(German) West) (Spanish) 

92. Kangkar Punsum 3 Bhutan Bhutan 7516m Unclimbed 124. TeramKangri2 India• Siachen 7402m 1975 Y. Kobayashi, K. 

93. Mamostong Kangri 1 India Saser 7516m 1984 Indian-Japanese 
Kodaka (Japanese) 

N.E. Ridge 125. MountGhent India• Siachen 7401m 1961 W. Axt (Austrian) 
94. Saser Kangri 2 or India Saser 7513 Unclimbed 126. Khunyang Chish E. Pakistan Hispar 7400m Unclimbed 

(K24, or Shukpa 
127. TirichMirW.3 Pakistan Hindu 7400m 1974 J. Lemoine, Kunchang) 

Kush E. Buttress G. Lucaseau, J. 
95. Batura Mustagh 1 Pakistan Batura 7500m Unclimbed Mambre, M. Pompei, 

FarE. S. Strathou (French) 
96. Skyang Kangri 2 Pakistan/ Baltoro 7500m Unclimbed 128. Noshaq Central Pakistan Hindu 7400m Sinkiang Kush 
97. PasuW.Peak Pakistan Batura 7500m Unclimbed 129. BojohagurDuanAsir2 Pakistan Batura 7388m Unclimbed 
98. Kommunizm USSR Pamirs 7495m 1933 Y.Abalakov Ultar) 

N.Side (Russian) 130. KangbachenW. Nepal Kangchen- 7385m 1965 L. Juvan, M. Hu mar, 
99. SaserKangri3 India Saser 7495m Unclimbed junga Girmi Dorje, Holung 

100. Pumarikish Pakistan Hispar 7492m 1979 S. Chiba, K. Minami, Dorje 

(Kanjut2) M. Ohashi, H. 131. Rimo 1 (P51) India Saser 7385m Unclimbed 
Yokoyama 132. Teram Kangri 3 India • Siachen 7382m 1979 M. Kudo,J. Kurotaki, (Japanese) M. Oka (Japanese) 

101. NoshaqM. Pakistan/ Hindu 7492m 1960 G. lwatsabo, T. 133. Sherpi Kangri Rock India• Siachen 7380m Unclimbed (?) Afghanistan Kush S.Ridge Sakai (Japanese) Pinnacle (W.) 

102. Ti rich Mir West 1 Pakistan Hindu Kush 7487m 1967 J. Cervinka, I. Gally, 
134. Rimo2(P.50) India Saser 7373m Unclimbed 

I. Urbanovic 
(Czechoslovak) 135. lstor-o-Nal 1 N. Pakistan Hindu 7373m 1967 K. Lapuch, 

103. KhangsarKang (Roe Nepal Annapurna 7485m 1969 R. Obster, Kush M. Oberefger 
Noir) E.Ridge P. Schubert, K. (Austrian 

from S. Winkler (German) 136. lstor-o-Nal2 Pakistan Hindu 7372m 

103. Jongsong Peak Nepal/ Kangchen- 7483m 1930 F. Smythe, Johnson, Kush 

Sikkim junga Hoerl in, Schneider, 137. ChurenHimalW. Nepal Dhaulagiri 7371m 1970 K. Hasegawa, A. 
Dyhrenfurth, Kurz, Norbu (Japanese) 
Lewa & Tsering 138. Churen Himal E. Nepal Dhaulagiri 7371m 1970 K. Hosup, R. Angyal Norbu (International) 

(S. Korean) 
105. NoshaqEast Pakistan Hindu 7480m 1963 G. Gruber, R. 139. Himal Chuli N. Nepal Manaslu 7371m Unclimbed Kush Pischi nger (German) 

106. K12 India• Siachen 7469m 1974 S. Tagachi, T. Ito 140. Sherpi Kangri Middle India• Siachen 7370m 1976 T. Ogata, T. Inoue 
ViaN.W. (Japanese) W.Ridge (Japanese) 
Col 141. Chongtar Sinkiang Sarpo 7370m Unclimbed 

107. Jannu E. Peak Nepal Kangchen- 7468m Unclimbed Laggo 
junga 142. TentPeak(Kirat Nepal/ Kangchen- 7365m 1939 E. Grob, L. 

108. Teram Kangri 1 India/ Siachen 7462m 1975 K. Kodaka, Y. Chuli) junga Schmaderer, H. 
Sinkiang• S. Ridge Kobayashi Sikkim Daider(Swiss-

(Japanese) German) 

109. Shartse2 Nepal/ Everest 7459m 1974 K. Diem berger, 143. lstor-o-NalS.E. Pakistan Hindu 7365m 1969 J. Anglada, J. Cerda, 
Tibet P. Warth (Austrian) Kush E. Civis, J. Pons 

110. Malubiting West Pakistan Rakaposhi 7458m 1971 K. Pirker, H. Schell, 
(Spanish) 

H. Schindlbacher, 144. Ulu Mustagh 2 China Kun Lun 7361m Unclimbed 
H. Sturm (Austrian) 145. Skilbrum Pakistan/ Baltoro 7360m 1957 M.Schmuck, 

111. Gangapurna Nepal Annapurna 7455m 1965 G. Hauser, L. Greissl, Sinkiang Wintersteller 
E. Ridge H. Kollensperger, (Austrian) 

E. Reismuller, Ang 146. Abi Gamine India/ Kumaun 7355m 1950 G. Chevalley, R. Temba,Phu Dorje 
(German) Tibet Dittert,A. Tissieres 

(Swiss) 
112. TirichMirWest2 Pakistan Hindu 7450m 1974 G. Machetto, B. Re 147. Kabru4North Nepal/ Kangchen- 7353m Unclimbed ViaTirich (Italian) 

MirWest3 Sikkim junga 

113. PungpaRi Tibet Langtang/ 7445m 1982 D. Scott, R. Baxter- 148. Jasamba (Nangpai Nepal/ Everest 7351m Unclimbed 

Tibet Jones,A. MacIntyre Gosum 1) Tibet 

(British) 149. ChongtarN.1 Sinkiang Sarpo 7350m Unclimbed 

114. Dome Kang Nepal Kangchen- 7442m 
Lag go 

junga 150. ChoAui(Nangpai Nepal/ Everest 7350m Unclimbed 

115. YazghilDomeS. Pakistan Hispar 7440m 1980 A. Bielun, Gosum2) Tibet 

J. Gronczewski, 151. Khunyang Chish W. Pakistan Hispar 7350m Unclimbed 
R. Kowalewski, 152. Karun Koh Pakistan Shimshal 7350m 1984 Austrian T. Piotrowski, 
J. Tillak (Polish) 153. Pumarikish S.E. Pakistan Hispar 7350m Unclimbed 

116. YazghilDomeN. Pakistan Hispar 7440m Unclimbed 154. Ulu Mustagh 3 China Kun Lun 7350m Unclimbed 

117. Pobeda M. USSR Pamirs 7439m 1938 Gutman, Sidorenko, 155. Twins (Gimmigela) Nepal/ Kangchen- 7350m Unclimbed 
Ivanov (Russian) Sikkim 1unga 

118. Nanda Devi East India Nanda 7434m 1939 J. Bujak, M. Klarner 156. Talung Nepal/ Kangchen- 7349m 1964 F. Lintner, Tenzing 
Devi S. Ridge (Polish) Sikkim junga Nindra (German) 

119. Ganesh Himal 1 Nepal/ Ganesh 7429m 1955 E. Gavechat, 157. SaraghgarM. Pakistan Hindu 7349m 1959 G. Alleto, G. Castelli, 
Tibet C. Kogan, R. Lambert Kush P. Consichilto, H. 

(French) Pinelli (Italian) 

120. Sia Kangri 1 India*/ Siachen 7422m 1934 H. Ertl,A. Hocht 158. MountGhent2N.E. India• Siachen 7343m 1978 Japanese, led by 
Sinkiang (International) N.E.Ridge H. Kobayashi 
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SQUAMISH UPDATE 
by Kevin Mclane 

Squamish is a town typical of the small 
communities on the beautiful mountainous 
coastline of western Canada, an area domi
nated by logging, pulp mills, unemployment 
and breathtaking scenery. This town 1s very 
special though, as it is the home of The Chief 
and a second home to climbers from nearby 
Vancouver. The Chief is an imposing 
monolith of rock some 600m high overlook
ing the town and the grandeur of Howe 
Sound Inlet to the west and north. The main 
cliffs are over 2km long, with 3 huge chasms 
splitting the towering walls of excellent gra
nite. The base and surrounding mountains 
are cloaked by a magnificent forest of Doug
las Fir, Western Red Cedar and Hemlock 
trees that seem to grow as fast as Rhubarb. 
Around the district are scattered a host of 
smaller cliffs and crags with the bigger ones 
like The Squaw, The Papoose and The 
Malamute completing the traditional 
Native family. The Chief in fact is an Indian 
Monument and gains its name from the pro
file it shows to the town, that of a rather 
large Indian contemplating the heavens and 
complete with a flowing headdress. 

The Chief has long suffered from a certain 
confusion of identity , impressing an image 
on different climbers that lies somewhere 
between a mountain wilderness beside the 
Pacific and a rockpile by the highway. This 
uncertainty has been further confused by 
the self-assuredness of the sparkling granite 
in the High Sierra just down the road. 
California is, after all , the second most 
favourite stomping ground for Squamish 
climbers. The local climbing has always 
offered the curious yet satisfying blend of 
escape and urban convenience. The inspir
ing vista of mountains, glaciers and fiord 
give a climber the elation of space and uplift, 
but the bustling town is there to quickly pro
vide the amenities that smooth out life's has
sles. Watching the trucks below delivering 
logs to the waterfront and the little boom 
boats bucking their way through the water 
to round them up are an integral part of the 
Squamish climbing experience. 

The most noticeable characteristic of the 
climbing is the variety. The Grand Wall of 
The Chief gives routes up to 18 pitches on 
classical vertical granite. Despite the sheer 
size of The Chief, it is the numerous out
crops in the area , particularly The Little 
Smoke Bluffs and Murrin Park, that have 
played the major part in shaping the modern 
style at Squamish. Generally of a coarser 
granite, The Bluffs have provided a wealth 
of routes at all ·grades m a pleasant and 
sunny area, whereas the crags of Murrin 
Park, typically steep and juggy, have climbs 
of an unusually technical nature for granite. 
Most climbers spend most of their time on 
these 30/50m outcrops than anywhere else 
and the convenience they offer has had a 
direct impact on the rapid rise in standards 
over the last six years. Between the crags , 

Right: Spot the line! Right Side of the Pillar, 
(5.J0b). Climber: Jim Brennan, photo: 
John Howe. 
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The Chief and the elegant sweep of slabs at 
The Apron, there is always a route to fit 
both mood and time. 

The centrepiece of the area is The Grand 
Wall , a magnificent curtain of vertical gra
nite , 550m high. The original route, climbed 
in 1961 by Jim Baldwin and Ed Cooper with 
extensive aid, is the most sought after climb 
at Squamish. The climb gains its special 
appeal from the successive pitches of The 
Split Pillar and The Sword, high up on the 
steepest part of the wall. The Pillar itself is 
a beautiful obelisk 45m high , joined uncer
tainly to the wall and is the spiritual home 
of Squamish climbing. 

No account of the character of Squamish 
climbs would be complete without mention 
of the dozen excellent aid routes scattered 
along the walls of The Chief. Perhaps their 
heyday is now gone, but only a few years 
ago every weekend would see someone up 
on the walls. Few if any of them will suc
cumb to the freeclimber , leaving a unique 
and exciting alternative. The Grand Wall 
and The Pan Granitic Wall perfectly express 
the big wall atmosphere of open breezy 
spaces, endless exposure, tingling nerves 
and the charm of a reflective bivouac. 

The best climbing season generally 
extends from mid-Apnl to mid-September, 
with an average of 6.5hrs of sunshine daily 
and 65mm of rain per month. Beyond these 
months good climbing weather can occur, 
particula rly in The Smoke Bluffs , but so do 
the torrential rains that keep those big trees 
growing. 

The rapidly growing forests of tall trees 
that give the area its natural beauty have 
also don e their best to lay claim to the cliffs , 
a fact that has influenced development since 
the first routes in the fifties. The often bushy 
nature of the easier natural lines and the 
steep granite did little to inspire freeclimb
ing among previous generations. This effec
tively red uced the number of easier climbs 
available to the pioneers and they turned to 
the aid climbing for which the area became 
renown ed. The cliffs had to wait until stan
dards of freeclimbing slowly but inevitably 
rose to the point when the acres of steep, 
compact and much cleaner rock finally came 
withm reach. So began the modern era at 
Squamish. 

Perhaps as a reaction to the lush forest 
and rapid growth, climbs here tend to be 
scrubbed exceedingly clean , certainly the 
popular routes and modern despara tes . 
Climbers who would carefully walk around 
alpine flowers merrily rip the ubiquitous 
Cedar from their crags with varying degrees 
of concern, in order to produce clean , invit
ing routes. This is one of the fascinating 
aspects of Squamish climbing that excep
tional new routes can be produced simply 
by summoning the energy to garden a line. 

The riotous years of Steve Sutton , Hugh 
Burton and the ' Hard Core' group in the 
late 60s and early 70s left Squamish climbing 
a style with a definite anarchistic streak, a 
sharp contrast to the more conservative 
activists of previous years. This was an 
unexpected legacy , but it proved to be 
enduring. Do your thing, but keep off my 
back. In part this was due to the low esteem 
in which climbing here was held , after all 
Yosemite was the place to be Ill those days. 
As much as anything else though it was due 
to the relative isolation of the place which 
made it the almost exclusive preserve of 
Vancouver climbers. Outside influence has 
been limited during the last ten years_ and 
development has remained with a relatively 
small number of activists. 

The intervening years have seen little 
change in this outlook, but recently , a new 
pride in the quality and difficulty of the har
der routes is accompanied by a healthy 

The Grand Wall: I-University Wall, (5.12a), 2-Merci Me (5.8), 3-Apron Strings 
(5.J0b), 4-The Flake (5./0b), 5- Peasants Route (5.10a), 6-Exasperator (5.10c), 
7- Movin ' to Montana (5.lld), 8-Java Jive (5.Jlc), 9- Rutabaga (5.10d), 10-Deadend 
Dihedral (5.lld). BD-Black Dyke. Photo: Dave Harris. 

debate over future directions. The close
knit nature of the climbing community helps 
in bringing forth opinions from all. Wednes
day rub nights , the gossip at the Smoke 
Bluf parking lot and John Howes famous 
(or infamous?) Squamish Climbers Annual 
Slide Show and Party all have the effect of 
injecting a delightful vitality to the ebb and 
flow of events. 

Perhaps the most striking quality of the 
area, apart from the climbs , is the friendly 
and easy going attitudes of the climbers. 
There is a feeling of live and let live, a dis
tinction that seems to be valued by regular 
visitors from south of the border , and with 
virtually no restrictions on camping around 
the cliffs, a refugee from the National Parks 
will find a welcome here! 

In the early 1970s climbing at Squamish 
was deep in the doldrums. The previous 
activists had left for other things and other 

places , leaving in their wake a vacuum 
devoid of ideas and inspiration . For the 
upcoming generation the walls of Yosemite 
were the Mecca and the long days of sum
mer passed by with the cliffs often deserted . 
Despite occasional flashes of inspiration , a 
general air of boredom pervaded the area. 
Little remained to be discovered in the usual 
climbing areas that was both climbable at 
the standards of the day and free of moss 
and lichen. Gardening was unknown , and 
the preponderance of aid routes and the size 
of the cliffs were a major brake on free 
climbing. The cliffs quietly yawned away the 
years. That was soon to change. 

The slender and impassioned figure of 
Eric Weinstein began to tread a lonely path , 
bringing with him an air of intense athletic 
effort. Highly competitive and a natural 
climber , he threw himself into the sport with 
a zeal that left his contemporaries flounder-
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Above: The Apron: I-Grim Reaper (5.10b), 2-Snake (5.9), 3-Unfinished Symphony 
(5.llb), 4-Anxiety State (5.JOd), 5-Teetering on the Brink of Madness (5.llb), 
6-Dream On (5.llc), 6/3-Dream Symphony (5.llb), 7-Bloodlust Direct (5.lla), 
8-Diedre (5.8), 9-White Lightning (5.10b). Photo: McLane. 

ing. His finest contribution lay in climbing 
the thin crack of Sentry Box, in 1976. Then 
5.12a, it was by far the hardest climb in 
Canada and is still a formidable testpiece. 
He was also responsible for freeclimbing 
several of the area's finest routes, among 
them Caboose(5.10b), The Right Side of 
The Pillar ( 5. lOb), Exasperator ( 5. lOc) and 
Perspective (5.lla). It was to be some years 
before they began to receive regular 
ascents. Weinstein never hesitated to reach 
for a wire brush to scrub and clean out 
cracks, bringing gardening to Squamish for 
the first time. Before the new route boom 
began a few years later he moved to Col
orado and largely gave up hard rockclimb
ing. He died of cancer in 1984. 

The area that saw most of the limited 
activity durin~ these years was The Apron, 
and the tradition of generally bold climbing 
with a minimum of bolts that were invari
ably placed on lead, was certainly main
tained. Scott Flavelle and Dave Lane 
attempted to climb the biggest and steepest 
slab of all, between Diedre and Unfinished 
Symphony, but their audacious effort fiz
zled out after 4 pitches at the rearing head
wall. Both Flavelle and Lane are among 
those climbers who are naturally gifted at 
the sport, able to produce startling leads 
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after months of inactivity. Flavelle in par
ticular has excelled over the years at the odd 
extremes of offwidth cracks and desperate 
slab climbs. Grim Reaper (5.10b), Gordie 
Smaill's 1969 masterpiece of unprotected 
blankness, received a long awaited second 
ascent from Weinstein and Flavelle and 
Bloodlust Direct 5. lla was climbed by 
Flavelle, Lane, Carl Austrom and Dick Mit
ten. These climbs left no doubt of the 
emerging talent of the generation. 

Gradually the teenaged climbers began 
to look for something a little different as 
their skills improved, and in ones and twos 
they started to poke about in The Little 
Smoke Bluffs, a collection of sunny out
crops on the edge of the town, known locally 
by the appealing name of Bughouse 
Heights. Development here had been 
limited to a few scattered climbs that were 
usually toproped and a handful of cracks 
that had been nailed. It was here that the 
idea of gardening for new routes really 
began to take hold. It was too easy. Throw 
a rope over the top of a crag, scrub off a 
crack or corner and produce an instaclassic. 
Carl Austrom , Anders Ourom and Dick 
Mitten were among the first to begin climb
ing regularly in The Bluffs and exploring 
the possibilities in 1977. A young lad from 

Opposite Page: Dave Fulton on pitch 3 of 
The Daily Planet (5.11 d) on Sheriffs Badge. 
Photo: Kevin McLane. 

Nanaimo called Peter Croft wasted no time 
in following and with his fetish for thin 
cracks began to leave a trail of hard routes 
such as Crime of the Century (5.llc), 
Spiderfly (5.12b) and Red Nails (5.llc). 
Randy Atkinson was another climber of 
that period who played a significant part in 
developing the harder routes. His classic 
Partners in Crime (5.lla), climbed with 
Anders Ourom, is a fine fingercrack that 
has become mandatory for aspiring hot 
shots. 

Visiting climbers began to leave their 
mark. In 1979 Californian Bill Price led Hot 
Cherry Bendover (5.llc) in The Bluffs, a 
short sharp climb for thin hand jam connois
seurs, and repeated many of the area's har
dest routes, including Sentry Box and The 
Left Side of The Split Pillar (5. llc). His fel
low Californian Greg Cameron strolled off 
one day to make a remarkable solo first free 
ascent of Pipeline (5.10d), an unbroken 
offwidth cornercrack 80m long high up on 
The Squaw, since repeated only once. The 
first significant long climb that required 
some gardening was made when Tom Gib
son and Rob Rohn climbed Freeway (5.1 la, 
Al) in the Western Dihedrals. These clim
bers helped to galvanize the locals, and their 
visits played a significant part at the time in 
raising standards. The premier route in the 
area, The Grand Wall, by now had its aid 
whittled down to a bolt ladder principally 
through the efforts of Perry Beckham, Peter 
Croft and Richard Suddaby. 

The 1980 guidebook by Anders Ourom 
captured for a fleeting moment the rising 
tide of climbs. It contained some 280 routes, 
the product of over 20 years. The 4 years 
that followed saw the number rise to almost 
600! By now many climbers were spread 
throughout the Smoke Bluffs, scratching 
away at almost every cliff. In particular Jim 
Campbell was responsible for much of the 
early development at CragX at the northern 
end of The Bluffs. 1980 was a quieter year 
than the previous two, dampened by a wet 
summer. Perhaps it was also the calm before 
the storm. 

A major boost arrived in 1981 with the 
return of Robin Barley. The old warhorse 
of the crags set to work with a vengeance 
and produced some 40 new routes in the 
following 18 months. Barley's gardening 
epics have become legendary, with sods fly
ing, blocks rumbling and exotic names like 
Drain Surgeon, Lumberland and Sod Fan
ciers Delight. However, the sheer volume 
of his efforts has produced many excellent 
climbs that now see weekend queues. Since 
he first arrived in Vancouver in 1972 Barley 
has been the area's most prolific new route 
activist , a career exceeded in length only by 
the ageless Joe Turley, whose Fist is a vin
tage 1961. Fortunately for climbing at 
Squamish there is no sign of Barley slowing; 
as recently as last year, he produced 3 long 
climbs on The Squaw. 

A landmark was achieved in 1981 when 
Perry Beckham put together Cruel Shoes 
(5.10d), a six pitch climb that weaves its way 
up to the base of The Split Pillar on The 
Grand Wall. This was a line that had been 





Perry Beckham on Clean Crack (5.llb). Photo: McLane. 

the subject of much speculation and fantasy, 
but it fell to Beckham's imagination to link 
together several existing climbs by some 
clever face climbing. Beckham's brief spells 
out of logging camp are accompanied by a 
flurry of phone calls and an intense effort 
that has often produced excellent climbs in 
the most obvious places that others had 
overlooked. Cruel Shoes, Movin' to Mon
tana (5. lld), and Java Jive (5.llb) are such 
routes, a fme trilogy at the Base of The 
Grand Wall. More than any other climber 
he has been responsible for demonstrating 
the potential for long high quality free 
climbs. 

1981 also saw the beginnings of develop
ment on some of the crags on the east side 
of The Chief along the hiking trail to the 
summit. These daunting 50m cliffs hang 
over the trail like a sidewalk arcade and the 
few cracks that do exist are impressive 
indeed. Dave Lane and Scott Flavelle led 
two of the best lines, Bop Till You Drop 
(5.10b) and Boogie Till You Puke (5.10c). 

Perhaps the major development of that 
year was Croft's activity at Milkman's Wall, 
a severely overhanging crag in Murrin Park. 
Here he produced several climbs, one of 
which is truly outstanding, Horrors of Ivan 
(5.llb). This climb signalled a decisive 
change of direction, away from the more 
traditional type of granite climbing and 
towards the strenuous crag climbs of an 
unusually technical nature that have 
become the hallmark of modern Squamish 
climbs. 

By the time 1982 rolled around the stage 
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was set for major advances. The rapidly 
increasing number of difficult climbs was 
bringing about a significant increase in abil
ity and more climbers began to aspire to 
new routes. Six years after the first attempt 
by Flavelle, Carl Austrom, now a highly 
accomplished slab specialist, managed to 
complete Dream On, although not without 
some spectacular falls and 2 points of aid. 
He veered off to the right, away from the 
line of the original attempt and, helped by 
some pre-placed protection, was able to 
complete this astonishing climb. 

Peter Croft, Hamish Fraser and Greg 
Foweraker pulled off the most remarkable 
coup thus far when they freeclimbed Uni
versity Wall. This powerful line of long 
overhanging corners at the left edge of The 
Grand Wall leads up to Dance Platform in 
8 pitches. This was an historic achievement 
and it now rates with the hardest and finest 
climbs in North America of that length. At 
the present time it is the only completely 
free route to the summit of The Chief up 
The Grand Wall, when it is combined with 
the six pitches of The Roman Chimneys 
(5.llb). No other climber has had such a 
dominating influence on the harder climbs 
than Peter Croft. An enigmatic and fiercely 
competitive figure with an enormous capac
ity for rock, he has an impatience to climb 
that few are willing to match. Most of the 
hardest climbs that have been established 
during the last few years bear his stamp. 

By 1982, attention began to turn to the 
brooding North Walls and their endless pos
sibilities. The Sheriffs Badge is a 300m wall 

bristling with huge roofs that enjoys a quiet 
and expansive view over the glaciers, moun
tains and valleys that lie to the north. Like 
its neighbour, The Zodiac Wall, it had been 
shunned by the freeclimber except for a far
sighted attempt in 1972 by visiting British 
climber Dave McDonald and his brother 
Les of North Vancouver. Mike Beaubien, 
Perry Beckham and John Simpson made 
their first tentative steps by cleaning out and 
climbing Philistine Groove, giving access to 
The Terrace, the huge treed ledge at the 
base of the white rock scar that gives the 
cliff its name. They continued on and 
climbed The Daily Planet (5.lld), four 
superb pitches up the soaring corners at the 
left edge of the white rock, with Croft claim
ing the last pitch. The crux first pitch, led 
by Beckham, surely ranks with the finest of 
granite dihedrals anywhere. 

It was well known that The Black Dyke, 
for long one of the areas hardest aid routes, 
had many free sections on its 15 pitches and 
thoughts were turning to climbing it in a 
day. Such an undertaking clearly demanded 
Daryl Hatten, so he was enlisted by Bec
kham. Together they proceeded to 
demolish it in 15 hours! Hatten's extraordi
nary talents at hard and fast aid climbing, 
avoiding the law and partying have made 
him the stuff of legends. The AS master 
reached his zenith when he pedalled his bike 
at full speed through The Four Seasons 
restaurant in Yosemite. 

The Smoke Bluffs were far from finished 
and 1983 saw a surge of activity at Boulder 
Gully and The Black Zawn, producing a 



Left: Perry Beckham on Penguins in Bondage (5.lla), and Right: Todd Bibler leading Dead on Arrival (5 .llc) . Photos: McLane. 

good crop of interesting routes , generally a 
little harder than the usual Smoke Bluff 
standards . 

Gardening had up to now been usually 
restricted to one and two pitch climbs and 
the long climbs that had been developed 
tended to be naturally clean . 1983 saw the 
biggest scrubbing job yet, the six pitch Birds 
of Prey (5 .10b) at The Squaw by Bob Mil
ward and Jim Campbell. It has since become 
a popular route and a clear indication of the 
future potential by gardening the long lines. 
This same pair spent much of the summer 
developing Comic Rock with a dozen 
climbs. Two in particular were excellent 
achievements, Peanuts (5.10b) and Desper
ate Dan (5 .lla). 

Three American climbers produced a 
magnificent climb , Rutabaga (5.10d) . The 
gardening job required on this 2 pitch crack 
and corner system just right of The Black 
Dyke had even been a deterrent to the loc
als, but the energy of Peter Hilltner, Jack 
Lewis and Vic Kramer stole the show and 
illustrated the way in which "instaclassics" 
can be produced. 

1984 already seems to be marked as a vin
tage year, helped by the long dry summer. 
Climbers spread further afield and pro
duced a remarkably diverse range of climbs 
both spectacular and hard, from Dave 
Lanes superb roof crack Rufus at Comic 
Rock to several long multipitch climbs. 
Between these extremes lay such gems as 
The Golden Scimitar, a bold on-sight lead 
by American Kjell Swedin of a monster 
offwidth crack; Dead on Arrival, a stunning 

route up an overhanging wall more akin to 
limestone than granite; Crofts twin routes 
of power jamming, Astronomy and The Big 
Scoop ; and Deadend Dihedral was brought 
back to life with its three elegant pitches 
now all free. Perry Beckham and Tim Hol
will produced another classic at the base of 
The Grand Wall, the 5 pitch Movin' to Mon
tana and Scott Flavelle made the first com
pletely free ascent of Dream On , eight years 
after his first attempt thus having the satis
faction of putting the finishing touch to one 
of the finest slab routes in the world. The 
year also ushered in a portent of the future 
with a striking increase in the number of 
visitors, not only from the United States, 
but also from Europe. 

Now in 1985 there is no reason to doubt 
that development will maintain its pace, as 
the thrusting edge of the sport moves into 
a higher gear and shifts from the traditional 
to the athletic. Pre-protecting and pre
inspecting are issues that have had attention 
focussed on them in recent years, but in 
keeping with the tried and true Squamish 
ethic that the end justifies the means, they 
are widely accepted on the harder climbs. 

A colourful issue during the last 2 years 
was the evolution of a second grading sys
tem , similar to the British 'E' grades . The 
idea was welcomed at first, but the use of 
it served only to confuse, with many diffe
rent interpretations of its purpose . So the 
idea just drifted away and foundered on the 
rocks of public opimon . 

The "poaching" of lines being gardened 
by other climbers has been a rumbling prob-

!em for several years and is a divisive issue 
at the present time among the new route 
activists . Producing new routes at Squamish 
can absorb a fair amount of time before an 
actual ascent , leaving the climb vulnerable 
to climbers who have different standards of 
what is clean and climbable. Scrubbing is 
now becoming a more hasty and guarded 
affair as a result, which is not entirely a bad 
thing, but the future could hold some col
ourful times as the longer lines are 
developed . 

Despite a few inevitable differences of 
opinion, the sport is in a healthy condition 
at Squamish. The single recurring theme 
throughout all the years of climbing here is 
that climbing is fun, and that the natural 
place for competition is between the climber 
and the rock. That is a quality that is as 
valuable as the climbs themselves. 

For the future, there are crags to discover 
and many gems to be found on the existing 
ones, but the greatest promise is held for 
the long climbs. Zodiac Wall, Sheriffs 
Badge, Tantalus Wall and Western Dihed
rals are all relatively untouched and pre
sently hiding many potentially outstanding 
climbs. The next few years should be fas
cinating as climbing at Squamish enters its 
most exciting era. As time goes by more 
and more forgotten aid routes will be dusted 
off and woken up with a few new bolts to 
become a playground of excellence. A new 
dawn is breaking over The Chief, so bring 
on the rock athlete! 
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SWEET AND SOUR 
by Andy Henderson 

August 15 
Carefully I pulled the 'phones out of my 

ears, and fumbled numbly with my 
Walkperson to kill the music which had 
been filling my head for the past forty min
utes. As the chord abruptly cut and the 
earplugs came out, the subdued sound of 
the stream in front of me swelled to an 
intimidating roar. 

Upstream, to my left, the water thrashed 
over a tumble of boulders obscuring any 
further view from the crossing. The bed of 
the stream was hinted at by the increasingly 
steep slopes of mud and rock that flowed 
up through the layers of cloud, eventually 
forming the improbable pallisades of the 
East Rongbuk valley, with their shattered 
rock and hanging gardens of ice. 

In front and down stream, the water's 
behaviour was initially more restrained as 
it flowed through a series of turbulent pools, 
before the bed once again dropped steeply, 
till it was absorbed in the fantastic terrain 
of the Central Rongbuk. As often happens, 
the mountain gods had dotted these pools 
with boulders to ease the passage of travel
lers, but now the boulders were nearly invis
ible as soft, grey flakes of snow, untouched 
by wind, slowly blanketed the smooth rock. 

I sighed inwardly, as I recognised all the 
hallmarks of a developing epic. This little 
effort, I realised wearily, would confirm my 
position as expedition bimbo, a role I had 
been trying to avoid ever since I had man
aged to con my way onto the trip. 

Earlier in the evening I had left Base 
Camp at the road head after saying farewell 
to Baldo and our Chinese staff, and headed 
ur to Advance Base Camp with a pack load 
o food, hoping to reach it without too much 
drama in about two hours. Actually there 
was not much really worth calling food at 
BC, as Baldo had been at some pains to 
point out, and my pack was, in fact, full of 
vitamin pills and other dietary supplements. 
These were all well and good if teamed up 
with a healthful muesli slice, but were pretty 
inedible on their own. Baldo, a vegetarian 
like most of the team, I had left to carry on 
his lonely struggle with the Chinese, their 
toilet habits, and telecommunications sys
tem, whilst subsisting on a diet of Vita
wheats and packet soup. I felt sure his 
experience as a political reporter, and his 
proven ability to survive in the surreal 
atmosphere of the Canberra press gallery, 
would stand him in good stead. 

I decided the normal crossing point was 
too dodgy, the gazelle-like leaps needed to 
move from rock to rock being sabotaged by 
the sludge rapidly accumulating on them . 
Any unplanned swim at this stage would 
have been more than embarassing, so I 
moved a short way downstream and began 
to strip below the waist. Whimpering 
pathetically and wielding a formidable pair 
of ski-stocks, I shuffled slowly out into the 
water, feeling a brief flash of pain in the 
~roin, and then a welcome numbness. Flail
mg desperately with the stocks I fought to 
remain upright, and finally struggled across 
the 10m to the other bank. It was almost 
completely dark now, and I was committed 
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The Author. Photo: Jim Duff. 

to either finding ABC or spending a night 
out, as recrossing the stream was too risky 
to make it a going proposition. 

At first the falling snow served to outline 
the path worn by the yaks, making it stand 
out clearly in the light of my headtorch, but 
soon the continuing snow obliterated all 
trace of the track, and I realised with a sink
ing heart that I would have to rely on instinct 
in following the trail. As I possess none 
worth mentioning I felt I had reasonable 
cause for worry. At this rate I knew I could 
end up in Nepal if I wasn't careful, but my 
choices were few , and I ploughed on. 

Somewhere, I had to "turn left" and climb 
away from the glacier, up onto the lateral 
moraine where ABC was located. Since I 
had little chance of finding the actual route, 
any way up was, within certain limits, as 
good as any other, so guessing at a likely 
spot I headed off, up the moraine. Within 
minutes I found myself on a steep slope, 
loose underfoot , and mushy with snow. 
Boulders, dislodged by my clumsy feet, rat
tled down the slope. A period of protracted 
silliness followed as I f loughed up through 
the mud and rubble. continued to enter
tain a series of guesses as to my location, 
but none of the options were very pleasant, 
so I was forced to continue bumbling on, 
maintaining a steady flow of foul language 
the whole while . My watch had been broken 
playing frisbee back in Peking and so I have 
no idea how long this farce continued, but 
eventually, to my great surprise and consid
erable gratification, the slope layed back. 
Lo! to my complete astonishment a small 
cairn swam into the light. Stunned by my 
good luck I plunged smugly forward. 
Immediately my headtorch, demonstrating 
a perversity rarely seen in day-to-day life, 
died, enveloping me in a rich darkness. I 

stopped moving instantly, fearful of injury, 
and felt my way to a rocky seat. The silence 
was wonderful - not total, but with small 
background noises which contrasted with 
the stillness, in the same way the stars con
trasted with the absolute blackness of the 
sky. The intensity of the night, as much as 
the cold, made me shiver a little, so as 
quickly as possible I replaced two of the 
three batteries in my headtorch, and 
watched as a cone of light expanded in front 
ofme. 

I was between cairns when the light died 
again, dwindling rapidly to a misleading 
glimmer. I could have cried with frustration, 
as I had no other batteries, but carried on 
trying to remember the general trend of the 
track through the heaped morain. From 
time to time I would imagine I could see a 
cairn, only to find it a phantom, or merely 
a random pile of stones. The idea of spend
ing the night out galled me, not so much 
because of the cold, which I was equipped 
to handle, but because of the endless series 
of jokes I would become the butt of. After 
four expeditions my greatest attributes were 
my ability to get lost on glaciers, and an 
unrivalled skill at rolling joints under 
adverse circumstances. Would the latter jus
tify sending out a search party? I plodded 
on, falling down holes now and then to 
break the monotony, whilst trying to figure 
out if there was any way I could go badly 
wrong. 

As I crawled out of a particularly nasty 
hole which I had briefly entertained the idea 
of bivvying in, a headlamp flashed in the 
distance, and after much shoutin& two huge 
figures homed in on my position. An 
embarassed silence settled with the grim 
snow over our small group. 

"Where've you been?" Tim asked . 
"Oh, just lost on the glacier again", I 

mumbled. 
Tim grinned and began fiddling with a 

Walkie-Talkie he had extricated from the 
depths of his windsuit. 

Jim, flashing a wild and evil smile, prof
fered a tupperware cup of liquid. I sniffed 
it suspiciously. 

"I didn't think people who had exposure 
should drink alcohol?" 

"You think you're suffering from expo
sure then lad?" Jim asked. 

"Well, not really" . 
Jim drained half the mug, and passed it 

to me. 
"Finish it off then youth" . 
I finished the cup of whisky whilst Tim 

contacted ABC with our location. Tim 
replies to a question with "lost again" and 
laughter, mixed with static, crackles out of 
the radio. 

"Here we go again", I think, but it's a 
warm thought. 

Opposite Page: Two members of the film 
crew, Colin and Jim hauling a sledge loaded 
with camera gear to the film position 
opposite the face. Photo: Henderson . 
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Top Row: Tim Macartney-Snape and 
Haward, cutting a dash at the Great Wall of 
China. Photo: Duff. Lincoln Hall: his 
raffish smile is a warning sign and generally 
precedes an attempt at humour, or the 
breaking of wind. Photo: Author. Greg 
Mortimer commenting on Tim's cooking. 
Photo Duff. Left: Geof also commenting on 
Tim's cooking. Antennae enable satellite 
navigation during white-outs. Photo: Duff. 
Right: Mike Dillon calling up a tactical 
nuclear strike against a group of pikas. 
Photo: Author. Bottom Row: Colin 
Monteath with award winning growths. 
Photo: Duff. Naryan, checking that the 
coast is clear prior to hiding a rock in Geof s 
pack. Photo: Author. Jim Duff heavily 
disguised so as to avoid malpratice suits. 
Photo: Author. 



September 3 
With promptings from a lump of flesh at 

the base of my brain, chemicals begin flood
ing my system. 

Increase heart rate. 
Increase breathing. 
Increase audio acuity. 
"Andy dai, chia linos". Loud, insistent 

but bearable. 
O.K. Let's try a vision hookup. Eyes 

open and ... nothing. Increase visual acuity 
... yes! there's a nose, about 4 inches away, 
framed by a beard and balaclava, sleeping 
bag hood (his) and sleeping bag hood 
(mine). Jim wallows slowly, like a har
pooned whale on a gentle swell, his eyes 
firmly closed against the light which streams 
through the tent door. 

So far, so good. Let's try for a movement. 
More chemicals, boost tactile response, 
boost motor responses, boost vision, boost 
hearing, try and jack the level of conscious
ness up sufficiently to handle a search. My 
arm snakes out of my pit, towards the light, 
my hand loaded with info about a mug, pos
sibly filled with tea. Such is my level of con
sciousness that "I" know little or nothing of 
this. 

My hand succeeds in its mission, and com
mences to close around the plastic mug of 
tea. Fractionally earlier temperature sen
sors in my fingers have sent their messages 
to the brain. As my fingers make first con
tact, the temperature data hits my brain like 
a bombshell. The air temperature is low. 
Very low. Life threateningly low. PANIC!. 
More chemicals. Clamp down on peripheral 
blood supply, boost consciousness, boost 
EVERYTHING. DO SOMETHING. 
Confusion reigns, my arm jerks, and tea 
courses down my face and sleeping bag, to 
the tent bilges where it joins the other frozen 
foulness. 

I have now attained a sufficiently high 
level of consciousness to attempt the intri
cate task of speech. 

"Shit", I mumble. Not bad for a first 
attempt, but the lips were not quite in the 
right position, the tongue was a bit slow off 
the mark, and there was a general lack
lustre air about the whole effort. Again. 

"Shit". Better, much better. Tenzing, 
squatting in the darkness outside, chuckled 
quietly. 

"Ako chia. Andy dia?" 
"Uhn ... ", and I shove the mug out the 

door again. It's 4 o'clock in the morning and 
the stars are burning in a Guinness black 
sky. At this time of the day (night?) u_nder 
the clear skies of Tibet it's mmd bogglingly 
cold, and I'm forced to wipe a thin rim~ of 
ice off my glasses with a foetid pit hner 
before they are useable. Jim was also fully 
awake now, propped up on one elbow and 
careful of his precariously balanced tea 
mug, as he rummaged through a chaos of 
medical equipment for his headtorch. If I 
have learnt anything over the years it is that 
you should always know where your head
torch is when you hit the pit at night. Also 
your glasses, and piss-bottle. Especially 
your piss-bottle. 

I'm already dressed as I wriggle free of 

my pit. All I have to do is pull on my duvet 
booties, collect my mug and head for the 
mess tent. Around me the night is 
punctured by glowing domes and tunnels, 
the stillness by the quiet feral sounds of part
ner plotting with partner, by people wor
shipping the equipment they hope will keep 
them alive, by friend exhorting friend. As 
I shambled towards the 4 person dome that 
serves as a mess tent for 12, my booties first 
crunch glacial ice and rubble, and then 
briefly, biscuit pieces and other food 
detritus. Between the small stores tent and 
the mess and cooking tents the glacier is 
littered with the evidence of my careless
ness. When we had retreated from Camp 
One several days before, in the face of con
tinuing snow falls, I had been the last to 
leave, and so was responsible for securing 
the camp against storms and scavengers. 
The pikas and goraks had outwitted me, and 
had eaten, or rendered inedible, an extraor
dinary quantity of freeze-dried, chocolate 
and cheese. I could only hope the freeze
dried macaroni cheese would have the same 
effect on the little bastards as it had on 
humans, in which case they would have a 
short life but a constipated one. 
· In the cooking annexe to the mess tent 
candles flickered, as Naryan and Tenzing 
laboured over the gas and shellite stoves to 
produce breakfast. It was their unenviable 
Job to get the climbers and film crew out of 
bed in the morning, feed them, and then try 
to organise the shambles left in their wake. 
As well as these duties, they acted as man
agers for ABC and Cl. By comparison, 
Naryan and Tenzing regarded their stints 
carrying on the avalanche prone lower 
slopes of the face as light relief. 

In the mess tent Jim and Colin wolfed 
down their porridge, knowing that, as mem
bers of the film crew, they would have to 
leave well before the climbers to get their 
several hundred weight of junk into position 
on time. Geof, Greg and myself were able 
to proceed at a more relaxed pace, slowly 
consuming our porridge before leisurely 
wandering through a plethora of vitamin 
pills, ginseng pills, pills for stress and pills 
for work. It was still dark when, full of pills, 
we rattled towards our dump of ski equip
ment, and arriving, called down curses of 
great potency upon those who had nicked 
our gear. Stocks in particular often went 
missing, and these soon became jealously 
guarded talismans, to be tabled, bound and 
stored near your tent for personal use only. 

On the firm snows of pre-dawn it would 
take about two hours to reach our gear 
dump opposite the North Face. With the 
sun still below the North Col, the northern 
cwm was in shadow, although the upper 
section of the face was stippled with light. 
One of the reasons I had taken to high 
altitude climbing was to avoid alpine starts. 
I was yet to succeed, but it was hard to feel 
bitter in the pre-dawn stillness. Skis buzzed 
gently on the crusty snow, biting sweetly to 
climb. To the west, peaks blazed with the 
light of a new day. It would be a good one. 
Geof, just behind me, called out and I 
turned to see him silhouetted against the 

white tooth of Pumori. He and Naryan had 
climbed this beauty pre-monsoon this year. 
Would I take a few snaps for him he asked? 
Of course and the photos are taken, a full 
moon still visible, balanced on the peak. 
Greg was already at the dump, freckled skin 
already greasy with suncream, his smile 
flashing in the half light. 

"The camera crew's a bit slow. Let's push 
on. I'll just call ABC and fill them in". 

Geof and I agreed. After the heavy snow, 
Geof, Greg and I were anxious to get back 
on the hill, whilst Tim and Lincoln had 
judged it to be still too dangerous. It was 
one of those minor disagreements which 
often arise during expeditions - you have 
to respect the other person's judgement -
so Tim and Lincoln were back at ABC with 
Mike, our cameraperson and Howard, 
assistant cameraperson and piles victim. 

Thirty minutes later Greg broke the 
silence. 

"There seems to have been an avo down 
our route". 

Before the heavy snows we had fixed rope 
up the face to the mid-point of a rib on the 
western side of the Great Couloir, at an 
altitude of about 22,000 ft., and had 
dumped gear there for C2. Now a long ton
gue of debris stretched from the bottom of 
the route across the neve towards us. We 
continued exploring, and were soon forced 
to contact ABC again. 

"We've found the tent and one of the 
stoves we left behind", I radioed. "Camp 
Two seems to have been relocated all over 
the glacier". Greg repeated the conversa
tion for the benefit of Geof's movie camera, 
and everyone was grateful that the avo 
hadn't wiped out an established, occupied 
camp. 

"How's the gear dump?" asked Tim, 
referring to the stash of personal gear left 
in a 'schrund at the bottom of the face. 

"OK, we think. We'll go up and check". 
Whimps like myself had left harnesses, 

crampons, etc. at this site. The good ski-iers 
like Tim had also left their climbing boots, 
having changed into cross-country ski boots 
for the trip from the schrund to Cl. For Tim 
it was 3 hours up, 20 minutes down. 

The dump had been obliterated by the 
same avo that had taken out the C2 site. 

Two days later the gear still hadn't been 
recovered. Tim and Lincoln had come up 
from ABC and at 21,000 ft. the team had 
constructed a hole which seemed about the 
size of an olympic pool, probed with avo 
probes, and had generally given the area a 
thorough going over. The loonie squad had 
tuned up their psychic powers, and swung 
pendulums and whatever, but to no avail. 
One of my most enduring memories of the 
expedition is of Tim solemnly tramping 
around on this vast cone of avalanche debris 
"dousing" for gear with two pack stays 
lashed together. He had a few problems get
ting volunteers to work on his random pits, 
and soon even he had given up. Almost all 
those who had lost boots were able to 
replace them, either from camera crew 
gear, or in the case of the more obsessive, 
from their own stocks. Only Tim, with his 
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Opposite Page: 'Tim in Greg's Gully, 
Mortimer's lead of which earned him the 
Longest Neck In the Rongbuk Award, and 
several days of snow-blindness. ' 
Photo: Hall . 

huge feet , had no spares . 
The days following saw intensive , surrep

titious lobbying of the film crew for replace
ment gear , backed up by frantic sewing of 
software like harnesses and slings, in the 
mess tent after the evening meal. Tim began 
trying to fit Foot-fangs to his size 13 cross
country ski boots, and spent a lot of time 
nosing around for spare plastic bags. 

October 3 
"Andy ... " 
"Uhn . .. " 
"Not coming .. . too cold .. . too slow ... " 
"Uhn . .. OK". On the day of the summit 

attempt Lincoln was dropping out. 
The huddled figure in the shadows of the 

Great Couloir, bent double with the effort 
of conversation , looked small and very 
alone, from my position high on the Yellow 
Band . Lincoln means many things to me , 
but I'm not used to thinking of him as either 
small , or alone - it was unsettling . I had 
had similar feelings two days before , as 
Geof, after giving me his share of the com
munal gear, had disappeared down the fixed 
rope. Geof has the powerful style and finely 
tuned survival instincts that come from 
keeping accountants , and the like, alive in 
the mountains of South America. His 
decision to retreat in the face of overwhelm
ing altitude problems was unavoidable, and 
had to be made before leaving the fixed 
ropes, which ended at about 25 ,000 ft. , but 
I knew he would be bitterly disappointed. 
Never a peak bagger , Geof delighted in get
ting high just to see what he could see, and 
would have loved to have made it to 8,000m. 
I could feel his distress through the thin air. 

I had my own problems now and was not 
able to give Lincoln the sympathy he 
deserved , and perhaps needed . The gentlest 
of l?eople , he has a flair for disorganisation 
which could make others weep with frustra
tion . It never ceased to amaze me, then , 
how good he was at getting expeditions 
financed , and then to the bottom of their 
chosen mountain. Once there he generally 
contrived to reach the top somehow. 

I concentrated on steadying my breathing 
for a few seconds then shouted down , "Can 

T. ? " yo~ .. . see 1m . ,, 
Uhn .. . above you .. . on snow . 

More deep breaths , then "Need a rope 
. . . crampon broken" . 

"Too far .. . " 
Christ! All thoughts of Lincoln fled from 

my mind , and I found myself panting furi
ously . I was too terrified to try and 
downclimb the shattered limestone of the 
rock band , and the ground appeared to ease 
off ahead, so onwards and upwards . But 
first the crampon . By wedging the pick of 
my axe between two rocks I was able to 
tremble down on one leg and take the 
bloody thing off. The binding post had 
broken, but the damage would be repaira
ble once I was in a less intimidating position. 
With the crampon off I struggled up to the 
brow of the rock band , scaring myself badly 
several times in the process. Suddenly Greg 
and Tim appeared above me , half hidden 
by a change in angle of the slope. 

"Broke a crampon ... need a rope". 
"Too far .. . keep going" . 
"Come down ... ?" 
"No . .. keep going . .. nearly there". 
Tim hadn't lied, and soon I had scrambled 

to the top of the rock. Above me stretched 

a steep snow slope , and then , where I had 
last seen the others , the ground kicked 
back. A few minutes later I understood 
Tim's reluctance to move onto this steep 
slope again. The snow was rubbishy beyond 
belief, and I wondered what held it in place , 
especially as it now had a deep diagonal 
trench slicing through it. 

I held my breath and tottered out across 
the nauseating junk until I was in striking 
distance of the top. By lashing out with my 
axe , and scrabbling wildly with my feet, I 
was able to flop over on the easier ground , 
and into a new and wonderful world. I lay , 
like a beached jellyfish , on the edge of a 
vast , blazing white shelf. At first this plane 
of wind-smooth snow appeared to hang sus
pended in mid-air , but looking behind me 
I saw the eastern edge of the slope was 
bounded by the upper extension of the 
Great Couloir, and the upper edge by a high 
band of black rock . The right hand end and 
lower edges ended abruptly in space. The 
whole arrangement was gently tilted at an 
angle of about 20°. 

Some distance above I could see two 
figures moving up and towards an obvious 
ramp between the couloir and the rock 
band. Moving over to a dry patch of flat 
pebbles I collapsed, and tried to figure out 
how to repair my broken crampon . Tim had 
the only rope, 50m of 9mm, and there was 
no way I was going to let myself be separated 
from it any further than was absolutely 
necessary. I worked as fast as possible , my 
hands stripped to a single layer of inner 
gloves for the job . 

Tim, long and gangly on first inspection 
is, in fact, a nuclear powered magician . 
Greg is , superficially, a much more human 
creature - at least he drinks - but disap
pointingly is a real fiend when it comes to 
technical climbing, and past experience 
showed that he had a fair working relation
ship with any of the local mountain gods, 
from Tibet to Bolivia. The two of them were 
moving pretty nicely , given the altitude , and 
in the twenty minutes it took me to fix my 
gear and pull my gloves on again they had 
disappeared. 

Above the Black Band I found Greg's 
pack in a pile of rocks, and dumped my own 
next to it. Tim had taken no pack, preferring 
to store everything he needed in the pockets 
of his wind-suit. The two were in sight again, 
and I took off in hopeless pursuit across 
another hanging plain, steeper this time , to 
some desperate moves on few metres of 
mixed ground, and then diagonally right 
towards the West Ridge . When I reached it 
the others had disappeared - again. 

I stood on the ridge , huddling against the 
thin , lazy wind , and saw the long shadow of 
Gyachung Kang, to the west , reaching out 
across the glaciers and lesserreaks towards 
me. I felt lonely, and out o my depth . It 
would be dark in a few minutes, and I would 
be left like an idiot , standing 50m below the 
peak of the highest mountain on earth , blind 
m my prescription glacier glasses, blind 
without. My rectangular glasses were in the 
top of my pack, somewhere below , and I 
was separated from them by several hun
dreds metres of steep slab , and at least one 
tricky section of mixed ground. I turned 
immediately , and started retracing my 
steps , hoping to make it across the mixed 
ground before it became too dark, hoping 
that I wouldn't have to wait too long at the 
packs for the others . 

As it was, Greg nearly cramponed my 
hand as I removed it from the last of the 
rock - I doubt I would have felt it. I was 
unbelievably pleased to see the pair again, 
but neither appeared to be in significantly 
better shape than myself. Silently we 
descended to our packs, our only rope, our 

only headtorch. I don 't think I even asked 
if they had summited. 

At the packs , my hands which had happily 
clutched the head of my axe now refused to 
grasp the zippers on the top of my pack. I 
was puzzled by this, and spent a few 
moments staring at them whilst my brain 
attempted communication. They continued 
to be wilful and disobedient. 

"Tim ... can't manage the zippers .. . give 
me a hand with my glasses?" 

Wordlessly he changed mY. glasses, but 
by this time the only things visible were what 
Tim's torch washed over. 

Greg and Tim must have talked over the 
descent route previously, because the only 
discussion dunng the following few hours 
concerned bivvying. The idea was quickly 
dismissed. Descent by the way we had come 
up was out of the question as we didn't have 
enough rope to make it down the Yellow 
Band in one go, and didn't even have any 
snow anchors, much less rock gear. The log
ical route was to descend the Great Couloir, 
and hope that when we reached rock the 
rope would be long enough. 

Hundreds of metres of down climbing 
soon thrashed shattered muscles to numb
ness. The ground was steep enough to war
rant facing the slope, and the sight of the 
headtorch bobbing around below, and 
between, my feet, combined with the mea
sured , rhythmic movements of my body to 
paralyse the mind. Tim would be weaving 
his spells, Greg would be in survival mode, 
haggling with the mountain over the whys 
and wherefores of life and death, and I was 
comfortably numb, and cruising. 

Several lifetimes dragged past. 
Eventually voices started below, and the 

light danced about in an unaccustomed pat
tern. An abseil was being rigged - later I 
discovered we had abbed off Greg's pack 
buried in the last marsins of snow - and 
Greg disappeared with the headtorch . 
Finally a muffled shout drifted up and it was 
time to move. By the time I reached the end 
of the rope , which seemed to terminate a 
distressing distance above anything that 
might have been called easy ground, my 
crampon had come off again. Tim appeared 
mysteriously from somewhere , worked his 
magic, and I was soon doing climber imper
sonations again . It was only a 100m or so to 
our Super Diamond , and the eastern side 
of the couloir was bathed in an elegant silver 
light from the moon , but now I was in the 
grip of a powerful lethargy, and it irked me 
to have to move at all. Tim and Greg had 
vanished in the moonlight, and it was a long 
and lonely journey to the tent . 

I collapsed through the tent door, where 
Lincoln packed me into a pit and fed me 
hot drinks. Greg was slumped unconscious 
on one side of the tent, Tim fought impo
tently with the laces of his ski boots , I drib
bled tea over frozen claws and sleeping bags 
with egual dispassion, and Lincoln was on 
the radio discussing our condition with Jim , 
and arranging for Geof to move back up to 
the snowcave (C2). 

It was sometime past three in the morn
ing, 16 hours after we had first left Camp 
4. We were in a small tent , on an even smal
ler ledge, at 27 ,000 ft. and I couldn't under
stand why Lincoln looked so worried ... 

Summary: One team member's experiences 
during the successful ascent of a new route 
on the North Face of Everest by an Austra
lian Team comprising: Geof Bartram, Lin
coln Hall, Andy Henderson, Tim 
Macartney-Snape and Greg Mortimer . 
Post-Monsoon 1984. Film crew: Mike Dil
lon ( cameraperson), Jim Duff ( sound recor
dist/minder/doctor), Colin Monteath (assis
tant everything/minder) . 
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THE BAMBOO FOREST 
by Eric Shipton 

Although not the actual location of the story, this recent photograph of the Rishi Gorge, by John Porter, serves to illustrate the unrelenting 
nature of the terrain encountered by Shiptons party once they left the Satopanth Glacier. 

The recently published omnibus Eric 
Shipton - the Six Mountain Travel Books 
(Diadem, 1985) allows modern climbers the 
opportunity to study the style of expedition
ing that was typical in the thirties. At that 
time the whole Himalayan range and the 
Karakoram fell within the ordered world of 
the British Raj and there were few obstacles 
to exploration. With the Pound Sterling still 
a powerful currency, even the most 
impecunious climbers could contemplate 
regular extended expeditions lasting as long 
as six months. Shipton's expedition to the 
Garh wal in 1934, his first major undqtaking 
with H. W. Tilman, exemplifies the pos
sibilities of that time. They secured the ser
vices of three talented Sherpas - the experi
enced and effervescent Angtharkay, the 
laconic and powerful Pasang, and Kusang, 
a keen apprentice. These five men developed 
into a really powerful mountaineering 'task 
force ' and during the four months of the 
expedition they accomplished an outstand
ing series of explorations. 

Their first project was to find a way up the 
Rishi Gorge to gain the hitherto unexplored 
Nanda Devi Sanctuary. This was completed 
successfully and a brief survey of the north
ern end of the Sanctuary was made, 
including attempts on several difficult peaks. 
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The group then left the Sanctuary before the 
monsoon rains made the Rishi impassable. 

Throughout the monsoon period they con
centrated on the nearby Gangotri Range, 
first crossing to the Gangotri Glacier and 
then accomplishing an extremely arduous 
journey from Badrinath to Kedernath by a 
difficult pass at the head of the Satopanth 
Glacier. 

After the monsoon they returned to the 
Sanctuary, reconnoitred a line up Nanda 
Devi, climbed Maiktoli (22,320 ft) and 
finally forced a new exit route by way of the 
complex and dangerous Sunderdhunga Col. 

These watershed crossings, which became 
a regular feature of the Shipton-Tilman style 
of mountain travel, often in valved hair-rais
ing adventures. Embarking on descents of 
steep glacier ice/alls with full expedition 
equipment and minimal idea of the difficul
ties to be faced were exercises fraught with 
potential hazard. Nanda Devi, Shipton' s first 
book and in many ways his most exciting, is 
full of such escapades. 

It is clear that all five climbers were fully 
committed to their task, embarking on each 
succeeding adventure with a real sense of 
odyssey, always innovating and contriving 
Houdini-like solutions for each obstacle or 
dead end. The fallowing passage from the 

book captures this commitment to adven
ture. It deals with the crossing of a col at the 
head of Satopanth Glacier to gain the 
countryside beyond. Where it would eventu
ally lead was never clear but they were soon 
to find themselves in a desperate fight for 
survival. In mist at the top of the col they 
search for a suitable route of descent . .. 

Our height was 18,400 feet and we calcu
lated that we must be just about on the crest 
of the col. 

Snow was still falling lightly and a south
erly wind was blowing . All five of us 
crowded into one of the tents and sat 
huddled up waiting for the Primus stove to 
melt some ice and heat the water sufficiently 
to make tea. But the Primus had sprung a 
leak somewhere and had to be pumped up 
continuously . We waited for two hours 
before the water was sufficiently warm to 
absorb any colour from the tea-leaves, and 
we began to realise that if we were to have 
a prolonged sojourn on the glaciers we 
would not have enough fuel for anything 
but the simple production of water. 

That night we were content with a cup of 
tepid pemmican soup before we turned mto 
our sleeping-bags. At dusk it started to 
freeze very hard and we became more hope
ful about the weather. 



Our cheerless camp had done nothing to 
damp our excitement at having reached the 
col, and we could hardly curb our impati
ence for the view which would tell us where 
the col was leading us. 

I still held to the theory that we were at 
the mysterious head of the Gangotri 
Glacier. The level stretch of ice over which 
we had come seemed to indicate the head 
of a long, gently-flowing glacier. Shortly 
after dark there was a momentary clearing 
of the mists above us and we caught the 
sight of the great buttresses of Kunaling to 
north of us and those of another, unnamed 
peak to the south. But in front, a great sea 
of cloud still withheld from us the secret of 
our whereabouts. 

I spent much of the long, cold night pray
ing fervently for a fine morning, which the 
frost gave me good reason to expect. 

I was disappointed, however, and when 
I looked out of the tent door at dawn it was 
into the same "pea-soup" as on the night 
before. 

After a cup of warm satu, Tilman and I 
left the camp and started off in a south-wes
terly direction to reconnoitre. 

The surface of snow we were on soon 
began to fall away in front of us in an ever 
steepening curve. Shortly after leaving the 
camp we were jumping over and threading 
our way through a network of small crevas
ses, and we had not gone far before we were 
brought up short by a vertical drop of about 
one hundred and fifty feet. Beyond this a 
great tangle of ice-cliffs showed us that we 
were on the brink of an ice-fall. 

It was useless to attempt to find a way 
through it with a visibility of only fifty yards, 
and we sat down on the edge of the cliff and 
waited. The outlook was pretty hopeless as 
the glacier was narrow at this point and the 
ice-cliffs seemed to stretch to whole width. 

We had been waiting for half an hour 
when all of a sudden the fog rolled away 
from below us, and we found ourselves 
looking down into the immense depths of a 
cloud-filled valley at our feet. The glacier 
we were on descended in a steep ice-fall for 
about a thousand feet, then flattened out 
into a fairly level stretch of ice before it 
heeled over for its final colossal plunge into 
the gloom of the gorge six thousand feet 
below us. 

This was obviously not the Gangotri ice
stream, which at its snout, some twenty 
miles from here, is 13,000 feet high. Tilman 
had been right and we were looking down 
into the Kedarnath Valley system, from the 
"pass" said to have been known to the 
ancient high priest of Badrinath. 

After some search we were able to trace 
a route through the first ice-fall. We hurried 
back to the camp, shouldered our loads 
once more and made our way down towards 
the ice-fall, once more enveloped in cloud. 

In and out of great ice-corridors, past 
towers and turrets of all shapes and sizes, 
we worried our way; balancing across slen
der ice-bridges, which spanned gaping cre
vasses whose icy depths seemed Ilhmitable; 
toiling up some bulge which obstructed our 
path and clinging our way down the slippery 

Shipton and Tilman setting out for Nanda 
Devi in 1934. 

banks of its further side. 
At length we found ourselves on the flat 

stretch of ice we had seen from above and 
going to its further edge we halted for a few 
moments to gaze down upon the head of a 
second and very formidable ice-fall. It was 
appallingly steep, and for a long time we 
could not see any way of attacking it which 
offered the slightest hope of success. 

Immediately in front was a sheer drop of 
some hundreds of feet to the head of the 
ice-fall itself. 

After a careful examination we worked 
over to the right and descended for some 
time before we were brought up by an 
impassable crevasse. Search as we would we 
could not find a way of descending a yard 
further or of reaching the rocks to our nght; 
so very slowly we toiled our weary way back 
to the level section where we sat for some 
minutes sucking lumps of ice in vain attempt 
to assuage a burning thirst. 

By this time the weather had cleared 
somewhat and as we made our way over to 
the left-hand side of the glacier we saw that 
by traversing along an ice ledge under some 
evil-looking seracs we might get down five 
hundred feet below the level section. 
Beyond this the glacier disappeared from 
view on account of the steepness of the 
angle. 

We started to traverse below the seracs 
and the Sherpas as usual burst into their 
monotonous praying chant, evidently 
beseeching the demons of the ice world not 
to throw things at us. 

Hurrying across the debris of a recent fall, 
we found ourselves at the brink of the 
glacier's final downwards plunge. So steep 
was it indeed that we thought that we must 
be standing on the upper part of a hanging 
glacier. 

We dumped our loads on the ice and set 
off down on what seemed to be an utterly 
futile errand. But it was the last chance, and 

we thought we might as well finally prove 
the thing to be impossible so as to be able, 
later, to find comfort in that fact. Also the 
Sherpas, for some reason , were almost fran
tically keen to get down, and would not 
admit that the thing could not be done. 
Whether this attitude of theirs was an out
come of their extreme loyalty to us, or 
whether they were taking a personal interest 
in the exploration I cannot say. But in any 
case it was typical of the fine spirit of these 
men that, from the time we had left the 
Satopanth Glacier, they seemed willing to 
go almost to any lengths to get over that 
pass. Their loyalty to the expedition did not 
cause them merely to carry out our instruc
tions; they understood our aims and did 
everything in their power to see that we 
realised them. 

With these allies we hope, one day , to 
reach the summit of Mount Everest; with
out them we would have little hope of doing 
so. 

The work was intricate and needed deli
cate handling as a slip would have had seri
ous consequences. The further we advanced 
the steeper became the ice until further 
downward progress on the glacier itself 
became an impossibility. 

We worked our way over to the left until 
we came to the left-hand edge of the ice-fall. 
Standing on a small promontory we looked 
down a sheer drop of some two hundred 
feet into a steep gully which separated the 
ice-fall from the rock cliffs bounding it on 
that side. We saw that if we could reach the 
floor of the gully we might be able to work 
our way down between the ice and the rock. 
But the two-hundred foot drop at our feet 
appeared quite impossible. Tilman and I sat 
down feeling that we had reached the end 
of our tether. 

But Pasang and Angtharkay refused to 
admit defeat and asked to be allowed to try 
the wall below us. We consented; and they 
roped up on a short rope and gave us an 
exhibition of calm, surefooted climbing 
whose equal it has rarely been my fortune 
to witness. 

After some twenty minutes they were 
back with us admitting that the face below 
was too much even for them. But Angthar
kay's blood was up and no sooner had he 
recovered his breath than he started travers
ing to the left and soon disappeared from 
view behind an ugly ice bulge. 

Minutes passed as we waited with bated 
breath. Then, crash! a great chunk of ice 
hurtled down and smashed itself into a 
thousand pieces on the floor of the gully, 
sending up along the cliffs a rolling echo. I 
think my heart missed several beats before 
a shout from Angtharkay assured us that all 
was well. Presently his head appeared from 
behind the ice bulge, and we saw that his 
face wore a broad grin. 

He informed us that he had found a ledge 
from which it might be possible to lower our 
loads and ourselves. 

With this hope we raced UJ? our steps back 
to the loads. It was beginnmg to get dark 
and we had yet to find a suitable camp site 
and get ourselves fixed for the night. To 
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have attempted to get down into the gully 
that night would have been too much to 
expect of them. Also, lower down, the gully 
was overhung by some ice-cliffs and it would 
be dangerous to pass under these at any 
other time than the morning . 

I spent most of the night tossing about 
our uncomfortable perch, though it was not 
so much the discomfort of my bed as excite
ment which kept me awake. 

We had decided not to bother about food 
or drink in the morning, and as soon as it 
was light we were packing up the tents and 
getting ready to start. It was a fine morning 
and for the first time we were able to get a 
view down into the valley we were making 
for, the upper part of which was now only 
two thousand feet below us. 

A level stretch of glacier some three miles 
long ended in what looked like a pleasantly 
wooded valley. About a mile below the 
glacier there seemed to be a bit of a "cut
off" , and below that dark vegetation 
stretched away as far as the eye could see. 
This we took to be pine forest, while far 
beneath we could see patches of light green 
interspersed amongst the forest. 

Two days marching at the most, we 
thought, would take us through this pleas
ant looking country to some habitation . 
Also it seemed reasonable to suppose that 
we would strike a forest path or game track 
and be able to cover, if necessary , some 
twelve miles a day. We knew that it could 
be no very great distance from the snout of 
the glacier to the great Kedarnath pilgrim 
route. 

Working along Angtharkay's ledge, 
clin~ing close to the cold clammy walls of 
glacier ice, we reached the little platform 
from which we were to lower ourselves and 
our kit . It was an unpleasant place , enclosed 
on all sides by walls of sickly green ice , and 
it required but the slightest shp to send one 
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crashing into the depths below, whilst the 
most careful handling was needed to save 
the loads from a similar fate. 

Pasang was lowered down into the gully 
and he stood there ready to receive the bag
gage. It was painful work. The rope, wet 
from contact with the snow on the previous 
day, was now frozen stiff and cut cruelly 
into our numb fingers. 

It took us two hours of hard work before 
we were safely assembled on the floor of 
the gully , and it was with feelings of some 
relief that we turned our backs upon the 
scene of our labours. 

Hurrying over the section threatened 
from above by the ice-cliffs we were soon 
able to break out of the gully to the left 
where the angle of the cliffs eased off about 
a thousand feet above the level stretch of 
glacier in the valley . 

After a few moments "breather" we raced 
down the glacier at top speed , leaping the 
crevasses in our stride. We were full of 
pleasant anticipation of a camp in some 
grassy meadow below the glacier. We were 
doomed to disappointment. For on leaving 
the glacier we found ourselves immersed in 
a tangle of sappy, green vegetation about 
eight feet high through which we had to hack 
our way. So thick was it , that we could not 
see where we were going and all we could 
do was to stumble on blindly. By now it had 
starting raining and the contact with the sod
den undergrowth soaked us to the skin. 

Late in the evening, after some two hours 
of this work, we reached the edge of the 
great cut-off which we had seen from above. 
This proved to be a sheer drop of some one 
thousand two hundred feet in the floor of 
the valley. There was no time to look for a 
way down the gaunt crags and we had to 
make shift for the night. After an hour's 
work we had cleared a muddy space under
neath a boulder and collected some sodden 
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stumps of juniper with which to make a fire. 
Squatting huddled up under the boulder 

which afforded scant protection from the 
rain, vainly trying to dry our sodden gar
ments before the smouldering logs , we dis
cussed our position. Our supply of food was 
beginning to run low and we had no idea 
how far we would have to go before we 
reached the first habitation where we could 
obtain more supplies with which to carry 
on . Our experience since leaving the glacier 
had given us an unpleasant taste of what we 
must expect lower down. The precipice 
below us might prove to be impassable or 
cost us much of our valuable time; and with 
time went food . 

The only alternative was to struggle back 
up the ice-fall and over the pass back to 
Badrinath. The matter had to be decided 
here and now, for as it was, we would have 
to go all out to get back over the pass before 
our food and fuel ran out altogether .. . 

On visualising the position over again I 
think undoubtedly the wisest plan would 
have been to go back up the ice, and several 
times during the week which followed , we 
sincerely wished we had done so. I am afraid 
that the fact that we wanted to make the 
complete crossing of this most intriguing 
range weighed too heavily on us all, and the 
downward course was decided upon. 

The thousand foot cut-off was an impre
ssive affair . The river, here of quite sizeable 
dimensions , disappeared underground for 
a short distance above the bank of the pre
cipice and issued forth in a great waterspout 
to crash down into the depths below . Owing 
to this we were able to get from one side of 
the valley to the other without difficulty and 
could choose either side down which to 
make our descent. 

A short examination of the left-hand side 
of the valley convinced us that there was no 
practicable route to be found there, and so , 



Typical of the 'no going back' descent 
through the icefall of the Satopanth Glacier, 
Pasang and Angtharkay are seen here on a 
glacier in the Karakoram, in 1939. 

striking camp, we committed ourselves to a 
search on the right-hand side. Here we 
fought our way for a quarter of a mile up 
and along the side of the valley and then 
began to descend. Clinging on to handfuls 
of matted undergrowth we clambered 
down, cursing our loads the while for their 
insistence on slipping sideways and often 
nearly dragging us down with them. 

Soon we came to a vertical cliff whose 
rocky sides were too steep to hold any scrub, 
but whose cracks and crevices were filled 
with damp earth and moss. Balancing our
selves precariously above this we lowered 
Angtharkay, the lightest member of the 
party, on a rope, until he was able to get a 
footing on a grassY. ledge below. Our loads 
followed in a similar manner. Then, tying 
two lengths of rope together and doubling 
them over a convenient juniper root , we slid 
down to join Angtharkay on his perch 
below. 

Fortunately the side of the valley on 
which we were was made up of a series of 
terraces, which were not too widely sepa
rated from each other, and by repeating the 
process described above we eventually 
reached the densely forested floor of the 
valley . 

Under the spread of the giant forest trees 
the undergrowth was not so thick and, walk
ing for once in a normal attitude, we made 
fairly good progress until we reached the 
upper limit of bamboo. There, at least, was 
help against the exhaustion of our meagre 
food supply, and at 1 o'clock we called a 
halt and set about gathering a good quantity 
of the small soft cylinders which form the 
edible portion of the bamboo shoots. This , 
and the fact that lately we had not been 
battling through bramble scrub, put us in 
better spirits, and we almost forgot to call 
down curses on the rain which had by now 
started to fall again. 

The bamboo was certainly our ally and 
was later to prove our salvation, but it was 
not an unmitigated blessing. Really dense 
bamboo provides an obstacle second only 
to thickly matted bramble, and when the 
valley narrowed and we were forced up on 
to its steep sides, the bamboo jungle 
reduced us once more to our weary hack , 
hacking of a way. 

The most impenetrable density of the 
jungle down by the river forced us to climb 
up the steep sides of the valley until we were 
about fifteen hundred feet above the 
stream. There we found ourselves in a zone 
of tall straight plants above nine feet high. 
The plants were crowned with a spray of 
most beautiful blue flowers, in shape rather 
like snapdragons. The growth was as dense 
as that of a good stand of corn, and viewed 
from above, the general effect closely 
resembled a forest of English bluebells. 

Through these lovely blue flowers we 
waded for three hours , each taking it in 
turns to go ahead and flog a path with our 
ice-axes. 

Constantly throughout the day we came 
across fresh spoor which provided ample 
evidence that large numbers of bears inha
bited the forest we were in. 

.. 

\ 

At about 5 o'clock the ground in front of 
us began to fall away steeply and, from the 
change in the tone of the nver's roaring , we 
realised that we were approaching a sizeable 
side stream, coming down from the peaks 
of the Satopanth range. Pressing on through 
the forest we soon arrived at the edge of a 
ravine from whose unseen depths the thun
der of a mighty torrent reached our ears. 
Looking up to the right we could see the 
turbulent white river booming its way down 
towards the gorge. 

Here was a problem the seriousness of 
which we were not slow to recognise, for, 
if we could find no way of crossing the 
stream in front of us, we would be in a sorry 
plight, as now it was too late to think of a 
return across the pass by which we had 
come. 

Going to the edge we examined the cliffs 
below us and saw at once that a direct des
cent into the ravine was out of the question. 
Moreover , even if we could get across there
abouts, it would be impossible to scale the 
sheer walls which formed the opposite side 
of the gorge. 

I 

• 

11r- ;If 
·- ~ ~ 

..... 
' \ 

Two alternatives were open to us . Either 
we could go down to the junction of this 
torrent with the main river, or we could fol
low the stream towards its source in the 
hope of being able to cross it higher up . 

We could see that, above the junction, 
the stream was very broad and there 
appeared to be but small chance of bridging 
it at this point. On close scrutiny of the cliffs 
above the ravine , however, it seemed to us 
that there was one point where the opposing 
walls of rock met high above the level of 
the water. 

To reach this natural bridge, however, 
would involve a climb of some two thousand 
feet, over difficult ground, and we decided 
to pitch camp as soon as we found any water. 
This was not an easy matter and we had 
climbed a long way up towards the "bridge" 
before we came to a small trickling spring 
shortly before dark. We were lucky in find
ing a nice level space on which to camp, 
and, after pitching the tents and collecting 
a vast quantity of firewood, we settled down 
to an evening which for sheer enjoyment 
would take a lot of beating, despite the fact 
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that five yards from the camp was a bear's 
lair. 

Growing close at hand we found small 
clumps of forest fungus , which the Sherpas 
declared to be edible. We collected a large 
quantity, but each piece was subjected to a 
searching scrutiny by Angtharkay , and, for 
some obscure reason , more than seventy
five per cent were rejected. However , in sol
idity they made up for what they lacked in 
taste, and, together with the bamboo 
shoots, the remainder provided· us with a 
square meal. 

It was raining more heavily than usual 
when we shouldered our loads next morning 
and toiled on and up through the forest. 
Our water-logged kit made our loads doubly 
heavy, weighing us down and causing us to 
overbalance as we bent and twisted to rid 
ourselves of clinging thorns . Soon a dense 
mist descended upon us and we had to grope 
along the ever-steepening side of the nala 
with only a hazy notion of where we were 
going. Every now and then a steep-sided 
gully would bar the way and we would have 
to scramble up some hundreds of feet before 
we could find a place at which we could cross 
it. 

After some hours of this , the mist cleared 
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and we saw that we were near to the place 
where we thought we had seen the natural 
bridge spanning the gorge. Immediately we 
realised that we had been mistaken , and 
that the supposed "bridge" had been an 
optical illusion! 

Leaving our loads where we halted, we 
clambered on through the still heavily 
falling rain, across steep and very slippery 
rocks to a point from which we could com
mand an uninterrupted view of the stream 
for some considerable distance above and 
below us. Below us the cliffs dropped sheer 
to the water's edge, while above, the river, 
descending in a series of waterfalls, did not 
permit the faintest hope either of fording or 
of bridging the stream. 

We held a hurried consultation. The 
Sherpas were very much against going down 
to the junction . Fording was out of the ques
tion and higher up we would find no trees 
with which to build a bridge. Much as I 
respected the judgement of the Sherpas, 
which in country of this sort had usually 
proved sounder than my own, at that 
moment I just could not face, on such a slen
der chance, the toil which the upward 
course would involve . 

It was decided , therefore, that we should 

The only available photograph taken during 
the trip described here. 'The Boulder 
Camp', with Kusang (left), Pasang and 
Angtharkay (right). 

return to last night's camp site, leave our 
loads there, go down to the junction to 
examine the possibilities of bridging the 
stream, and return to the old camp for the 
night. This latter prospect was the one 
bnght patch in a gloomy outlook. 

We returned to our loads and made our 
way slowly back down the bramble-covered 
slopes, reaching our old camp at about 3.30. 

At 4 o'clock , after swallowing some tepid 
tea , we raced off down towards the junction, 
leaving Kusang to build the fire and prepare 
a meal of the few bits of fungus which still 
grew near the camp. We were some eight 
hundred feet above the junction of the two 
rivers, but sliding down on the sodden car
pet of leaves which formed the floor of the 
forest we reached it in a few minutes. That 
is to say we reached a point about a hundred 
feet above it , for the only way we could get 
down to the stream itself was by way of a 
steep gully. From a rock above we surveyed 
the stream as it issued from the mouth of 
the ravine. The water was obviously much 
above its normal level , and carried with it 
great quantities of mud. In the short stretch 
between the mouth of the ravine and the 
actual junction there was only one point 
which offered the slightest possibility of our 
constructing a bridge. There two rocks 
stood well above the surging water , one 
close to either bank. If we could balance a 
tree trunk on these two rocks so that it lay 
across the stream, we could lay other trees 
diagonally across it and so make a suffi
ciently sound structure to enable us to cross. 
But from above, the rocks appeared much 
too far apart for us to be able to do this. 

The dawn of August 14th saw us sliding 
once more down the leafy slopes. Dumping 
our loads at the water's edge, and noting 
thankfully that the stream was no more 
swollen than on the previous evening, we 
clambered back up the gully and set to work 
on the trees which we had marked the night 
before. 

Pasang gave us a fine display with his 
kukri and after a few minutes the first tree 
crashed to the ground. Stripping it of its 
branches we dragged it to the edge and, 
heaving it to an upright position , tipped it 
into the gully, down which it crashed its way 
to the water's edge . Angtharkay and I then 
descended the gully to make the necessary 
preparations while the others worked 
above. 

In a surprisingly short time three more 
trees had arrived at the edge of the stream 
and Tilman and the other Sherpas began to 
climb down the gully. Angtharkay and I 
were engaged in building a rock platform at 
the water's edge, when all at once there was 
a crash and looking up I saw a huge boulder 
hurtling down. The others seemed to be well 
to the side of the gully and I resumed my 
work thinking how lucky it was that they 
had not been lower down where the route 
lay in the actual floor of the gully. 

A few moments later, chancing to look 
up , I saw Pasang leaning against one of the 
walls of the gully some way above me. His 
face was very pale and he was trembling. I 
scrambled up to him and found that the 



Another archive shot, again of the Rishi, but 
highlighting the problems encountered even 
before setting foot on the mountain. 

boulder had hit him a glancing blow on the 
left arm and left foot. It had even torn the 
lacing from his boot. 

Helping him down to the foot of the gully 
I examined the damaged members . The 
arm, though temporarily useless to him, 
seemed only to be badly bruised. His foot 
was very badly swollen and he could not 
move his toes. It looked as if one of the 
small bones on the top of the foot had been 
broken. 

It was a nasty blow to us alt, though I 
could not help being devoutly thankful for 
his lucky escape, for had he been a foot or 
two further on the boulder would have hit 
his head and would have crushed it like an 
egg; for the rock weighed a good two 
hundred-weight. 

After treating Pasang's wounds as best 
we might we set to work once more on our 
task of bridging the stream. We tied the end 
of a climbing rope round the top of the 
longest tree trunk, and placing its butt on 
the rock platform we had built , we heaved 
it up to a vertical position . Then taking care
ful aim we let it fall out across the stream. 
The top of the log hit the rock on the other 
side and bounded off into the stream to be 
swept off by the current. Hanging on to the 
rope for all we were worth we played it into 
the side. 

Having strengthened the structure of the 
rock platform , we repeated the process with 
a similar result , but at the third essay the 
tip of the log remained balanced precari
ously on the slimy edge of the rock opposite 
us. We then placed another shorter pole 
diagonally across the first. This scarcely 
reached the rocks on the other side. 

On this flimsy structure Tilman, with a 
rope fastened to his waist, started to balance 
across the raging torrent. We stood watch
ing him with bated breath as, inch by inch , 
he crept along the swaying poles , while the 
further he went the more difficult was his 
task owing to the thinning of the tree trunks 
towards the top and the consequently grea
ter sag of the poles. But at length , with what 
looked like a cross between a leap and a 
fall, he landed on the other side. We sent 
up a cheer which was drowned by the roar 
of the river. 

After Tilman had performed this feat the 
rest was easy, and with alt four poles laid 
across and lashed together with strips of 
bark , and a rope stretched across as a hand 
rail we had a bridge over which we co_uld 
transport the loads without further diffi
culty. 

We followed the bank of the main stream 
down for a few hundred yards and were then 
forced by cliffs to climb high up into the 
forest. Here the going was very bad indeed . 
The side of the valley was exceedingly steep 
and we had to hang onto the undergrowth 
to prevent ourselves sliding down into the 
undergrowth below while we hacked our 
way through. At times it took us as much 
as an hour to cover twenty-five yards. 

By 4.30 pm, being by a small spring of 
water, we decided that we had had enough 
and began to prepare for the night. 

At length, with a shelter finished , we sue-

ceeded in lighting a piece of rag steeped in 
paraffin and soon had a fire going. We found 
that dead bamboo , however wet it may be , 
catches fire very easily and makes most 
excellent kindling. 

Stripping ourselves of our sodden gar
ments we lay naked before the fire while 
boiling a large pot of bamboo shoots. With 
a modicum of "ghee" added after the water 
had been drained off, these were served and 
eaten as one would eat asparagus. 

It had been the busiest day of a hectic 
week, and I fell asleep without much diffi
culty only to be roused by Tilman in what 
seemed a few moments to find it daylight 
once more . 

So tired were we that the morning was 
already well advanced before we woke. 
Hurriedly packing our loads , we left our 
lonely little shelter to engage once more in 
fierce strife with the tangled vegetation. 

Here and there the valley was broken and 
rocky. Such a place could provide a formid
able obstacle for , fighting one's way along, 
one would fall into one of many booby-traps 
in the form of a deep pit filled with bramble 
and thus disguised better than any man
made game trap. 

But it was the gullies which we came to 
dread most, for struggling to the crest of a 
ridge full of hope of better things "round 
the corner", we felt disappointed when we 
saw before us yet "another---- gully!" 

Five hundred feet up we went and then 
five hundred feet down ; now to avoid some 
impassable cut-off, now in the hope of bet
ter going above or below as the case may be. 

Eventually, for the first time in some 
days, we found ourselves on a stretch of 
level ground. Moreover , owing to the gigan
tic spread of the branches overhead there 
was little or no undergrowth . It was now 
5.30 pm and the temptation to spend the 
night in this delectable spot was too great. 

The net result of our day's labours in 
actual distance we reckoned to be one mile. 
Our altitude was now about 10,000 feet. We 
had two reasons for keeping so high : one, 
the fact that the valley was steeper and more 
broken nearer the river, or so it had seemed 
from our distant views; two, our fear of get
ting out of the bamboo zone. (On most trop
ical mountain ranges there is a narrow belt 
of altitude where bamboo grows in the 
forest.) If the bamboo were to fail us our 
plight would be serious indeed . 

An entry in my brief diary for this day is 
fairly representative of the tone of the rest 
and runs: " ... Pasang is no better. The job 
is becoming very tedious ... " 

It took Shipton 's party another two full 
days of fighting their way through this hostile 
terrain, enduring incessant rain , avoiding 
bears and living off the increasingly scarce 
bamboo, to reach the first signs of civiliza
tion . 
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Helyg Diamond Jubilee 
Words and pictures by 
Ian Smith 

Over the weekend of7/8th June the Clim
bers Club held a celebration to mark the 
Diamond Jubilee of the ownership of 
Helyg, their hut in the Ogwen Valley, North 
Wales. This was acquired in 1925 and was 
the first time a British climbing club success
fully operated a hut in the mountains , 
undoubtedly helped by Helyg's position , 
next to the A5 and in probably the major 
climbing area of the period. The main guest 
on this weekend was Herbert Carr , who 
originally found Helyg and was one of the 
group that persuaded the Club to invest in 
it. Other guests included many ex-officers 
of the Club, Honorary Members , and a 
group who joined prior to 1939. 

The weekend was predominantly a social 
occasion, as many of the people involved 
are no longer active climbers, and also in 
some cases had not met for many years; it 
was therefore a great opportunity to talk 
over old times. 

On the Saturday afternoon everyone 
gathered at the hut to listen to Derek 
Walker , the Club president , who spoke 
about the history of the hut and its place in 
both the Club's and North Wales' climbing 
in ~eneral , as a base for a talented group of 
cchmbers in the 1920's, 30's and 40's who 
developed a welath of routes in the Ogwen 
Valley and elsewhere. Some of the climbers 
involved were amongst the great pioneers 
of British climbing: Noyce , Shipton, Carr, 
Kirkus , Longland, Edwards and Har
greaves. Derek finished by proposing a 



Opposite Page, Top: The assembled throng 
splashing the champers about. 

Bottom: Everesters Bonington (1985) , and 
Noel Odell, a veteran of the 1924 
Expedition, and in great shape at 94. 

Above: Helyg with Tryfan behind. 

Top Right: Herbert Carr (seated) , meets 
A.B. Hargreaves inside the hut, whilst 
custodian Tony Jones waits to inform Carr 
that he still has hut f ees outstanding from 
1923. 
Middle: Young whippersnapper, Jan 
McNaught-Davis points out to Ivan Waller, 
that he sould be out on the hill instead of in 
there boozinJ?. 

Below: Ex-President Herbert Carr, 
surrounded by a clutch of Presidents: L-R, 
Derek Walker (current) , J. Emlyn-Jones, 
Trevor Jones, Mike Westmacott, David 
Cox, Harry Sales, Tony Mou/am and A. B. 
Hargreaves. 

toast to Helyg and Herbert Carr. To mark 
the occasion m practical terms, two shrubs 
were planted and Herbert Carr presented a 
carved wooden plaque to the Custodian , 
Tony Jones , to hang above the fireplace in 
the hut. This was followed later in the even
ing by a dinner at the Pen-y-Gwryd Hotel , 
with speeches by Derek Walker , Herbert 
Carr and A .B. Hargreaves . 

The climbing highlight of the weekend 
took place prior to the celebration on the 
Saturday afternoon when a group including 
Ivan Waller (aged 78) went climbing on the 
Terrace Wall of Tryfan . Fifty-eight years 
previously , on the 7th June 1927, Ivan Wal
ler had been there making the first ascent 
of Belle Vue Bastion with Stuart Palmer; on 
the 8th June 1985, led by Derek Walker, 
Ivan repeated his route, currently graded 
VS 4c , climbing it with ease and great style 
and thoroughly enjoying it. 

To commemorate this historic occasion 
the Climbers Club are publishing an anthol
ogy telling the story of Helyg, containing 
articles from past Journals and Bulletins, 
and numerous photographs, some never 
seen before, of the climbs, the people and 
the adventures of a golden age of Welsh 
climbing. 

41 



BOOKS Major T.V. Lakes Rock Climbing Series 

Lakeland Rock 
Adrian Bailey 
Weidenfield & Nicholson (1985) 
£8.95 cased; £5.95 paper 

This book is part of a package 
centred on the major television 
series by Border Television for 
Channel-4where Chris Bonington 
et al explore the development of 
climbing over the last 50 years 
through the memories of leading 
climbers who have been key 
pioneers of Lakeland routes. 
Changes in social conditions over 
the period are also examined -
as well as the richness and variety 
of the personalities you happen 
on in the climbing scene. 

Here is an enterprise that is 
unique and a first. It had never 
been done before. That it 
succeeded is history. Two of the 
five films, Eagle Front and 
Incantations, won joint first 
awards at the last Kendal Film 
Festival. Many climbers must 
know people who came up week 
after week saying: "Saw the 
climbing last night - yeh, pretty 
fantastic. You must all be out of 
your heads ... " 

The material, astutely assessed 
in advance, was rich in promise. 
Yet it could have gone wrong. 
Cumbrian weather is as 
unpredictable as are the vagaries 
of highly individualistic climbers. 
The Holy Ghost programme was 
in fact a victim of the elements 
though the East Buttress route 
had been geared-up the previous 
day. And when certain stars with 
a seemingly reasonable gripe 
walked out into the night from the 
bar of the Wasdale Inn only 
Lingmell was there to gaze down 
from an impartial height as TV 
top-brass implored the aggrieved 
to stick with it. Main thing is - it 
all came right in the end, and 
that's what matters. 

To review the book last would 
seem the thing: it is that part of 
the package purchasers can still 
quickly refer to and refresh their 
memories without even the need 
to pop in a TV video cassette. I 
have such a high regard for the 
films, however, and unhappily 
such a low one for the book that 
it seems wrong to end on such a 
downer. Let the ending be the 
upbeat one the filming deserves, 
and we wish to remember, while 
consigning the volume to the 
shredder of time. 

Given that this book is aimed for 
as large an audience as possible, 
and therefore unlikely to please 
everyone, it is still way-off. 
Although the cameos of 
individuals and some scenarios 
are slickly penned, the thread of 
continuitythroughout the text has 
all the predictability of Pacman. 
As for the climbs - they are 
barely touched upon from the 
climber's point of view. 

There are many pages where 
facts are, if not actually wrong, 
misleading. To list just a few 
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'Now you're sure you know what you're doing?' This photo must 
surely answer the commonly asked question - where was the 
cameraman. Photo: Border Television. 

inaccuracies and twisted 
interpretations here are a few 
examples:-

We are told that Bill Peascod 
was the first to explore the crags 
of the eastern fells (p34); that 
Arthur Dolphin died in 1956 (p57); 
that crags are covered in rubber 
like the puncture repairs on tyres 
(p128); that the tow-headed 
gentleman leading Incantations is 
Dave Armstrong (p131 )-and so 
it goes on. Here are climbers Ricki 
Graham and Ron Matheson; 
stitcht plates are idiot-proof; Pete 
Whillance wears a Whillans 
harness AND Post Mortem is one 
of his routes; climbers use 
quickdrawers (as in "winter 
drawers on"); and a howler on 
p102 digs up the old chestnut 
that: "women climbers score on 

the technical aspects of climbing 
rather than the physical" -which 
we all know is outdated 
chauvinistic crap, and which also 
contradicts Gill Price's own quote 
belowthephotoonp115: "When 
you get to harder climbs there are 
only a limited number of holds, so 
you can do it or you can't 
regardless of sex." 

Maybethepublisherssaid: "No 
time for proof-reading so long as 
we have something presentable
looking between the covers 
before the TV programmes are 
screened, let's get it on the 
shelves regardless ." That does 
happen in publishing today 
where tight schedules and 
computer-determined decisions 
have to be the order oft he day for 
survival. 

However, it IS Adrian Bailey's 
name on the title page, and 
presumably he could have 
insisted his copy was checked as 
he wrote it. He begins by thanking 
those climbers who politely 
looked away when he fell over on 
the scree. That's forgiveable. But 
the way he's crash-landed in his 
own trade seems rather less so ... 

The films, by contrast, are ace. 
They were slick too, yes - but 
they had too many climbers 
directly involved to let things go 
hang . Eagle Front ... Dovedale 
Groove ... Footless Crow ... 
Empire ... Incantations ... Oh, 
wow. 

Although only the first and last 
were officially shown at Kendal, I 
felt the Birkness Combe and 
Napes climbs would still have 
sneaked ahead even if all five had 
entered. Exactly why I will leave 
to the end. 

The thing that, to me, made the 
slight difference was that 
Dovedale Groove, Footless Crow 
and Empire all just lacked that 
final edge of tension that we saw 
from Messrs Peascod, Bonington, 
Armstrong and Whillance. Sure, 
people had hard times, but they 
were different hard times and 
could be expected. 

"It crucified me," said Don 
Whillans, unexpectedly, at the top 
of Dovedale Groove - the climb 
of the fifties. He meant the first 
pitch. "I don't think in 32years I've 
ever found any climb as hard -
ever. 

"But the second pitch, I felttons 
better. Maybe if there'd been a 
third - " He gave a grin and 
thumbs-up. "You'd have led it," 
added CJSB. 

Don's first pitch tussle was 
nonetheless on a rope, and a 
happy, mellow moods persisted 
throughout the partnership. 
Chris, who did a workmanlike job 
as the Frank Bough of the series, 
climbed powerfully in pumps and 
there was still suspense here. 
"Whoopsshitbugger!" he says as 
a pebble he's inserting drops out. 
But the outcome never looks in 
actual doubt despite the 
magnificent shots taken by the 
camera backing-off without 
warning. Most times - as 
through the series-the lens was 
kept tight on the climbers, 
something Whillans played up to 
successfully with meaningful 
glances and the occasional wink. 

Footless Crow looked pretty 
gripping too as both Pete Livesey 
and Chris Bonington fought with 
its undercuts and exacting 
arm-pulls. This route stood for the 
seventies, and Chris admitted it 
was two grades harder than his 
usual standard. Besides the 
tension of the climbing on 
impending rock, there was also 
suspense in the restraint with 
which Bonington - who can be 
tart on climbs - checked his 
tongue as Lives1::y let out rather 



than pulled in the rope and chided 
Chris mercilessley. "If you get 
stuck, Chris, I'll dangle a £1 note 
over the edge" was mildly 
amusing but Livesey did go on a 
bit and it was, I felt, not quite 
worthy of someone who had 
done so well on the sharp end and 
was now letting the adrenalin go 
to his head. 

Empire at E3 was to be the 
hardest climb any British woman 
had led infrontofthecamera. But 
why so little of it? It seemed that 
because it was women (Jill 
Lawrence and Gill Price) climbing 
we were subjected to time spent 
focussing on their lives and 
motivation. If only they had been 
shown climbing most ofthetime, 
falls and all (why wasn't Gill 
Price's tumble off the overhang 
shown or her subsequent moves 
when she finally solved this 
problem successfully?) this film in 
my opinion might have overtaken 
award-wise those showing men 
struggling (Gill Price was, for 
instance, filmed at work as a 
structural inspector of high-rise 
buildings, but we didn't see Pete 
Whillance scaffolding, we saw 
him climbing ... ) How I liked the 
"My feet are killing me - taking 
me boots off." And "Just watch 
us!" It somehow brought things 
back to reality from the 
ballet/dance/dream sequence the 
film was otherwise suggesting 
might be happening. This was 
because the women climbed so 
well, with presumably any untidy 
bits cut-out, but with a curious 
lack of suspense as a result. 

There was plenty of drama on 
both Eagle Front (representing 
pre-war climbing) and 
Incantations (the state of the art 
climb for the programme). It was 
during these two films you had 
the feeling things might easily slip 
out of control. 

What brought the audience to 
stamping/clapping/cheering in 
the Kendal sports centre 
auditorium during the showing of 
Eagle Front was when Bill 
Peascod stood on Chris 
Bonington atthe start of a slimey 
shallow groove. Bill is trying to 
get a grip in socks. "What a 
sodding move," he says - or 
words to that effect. Chris, who 
plays the straight man admirably 
on this film, replies: "Oh, for 
heaven's sake don't fall off!" 
Then: "Don't do anything 
desperate, mate". This goes on 
forsometime-asdothecheers 
whenever Bill's red socks are seen 
trampling on the man below. 

Suddenly Bill's breathing goes 
harsh. "I think my foot's going to 
slip off," he says. The darkened 
auditorium begins to go quiet. We 
have fotgotten it's only a film. 
Suddenly it's not so funny. 
Anxiety flickers on Bonington's 
face. "Don't risk it," he says. 
"Come down." "I don't think I 
can," replies Bill.And now we see 

the whites of Chris's eyeballs roll 
with real concern . 

Here's this 64-year old man 
wobbling about in a very exposed 
position on his shoulders, the 
moment all the more poignant 
because of the tale he's just 
related about a lad killed on Pillar 
to the whahahahaha of music in 
the worst possible tradition of Tex 
Ritter's rendering of "A Deck of 
Cards". And this is serious! 

In the end Bill gets up bravely 
(to tumultuous cheers) and we all 
wipe our brows-as we are to do 
again during spells of 
Incantations. This time the 
climbers never lose their icy 
self-possession, however much 
the Tophet rock seems to pose 
insuperable problems. 

We see Whillance yawning (not 
out of boredom, surely, but 
because his body craves oxygen 
for the work-load ahead, and 
perhaps his lungs a reprieve from 
all those cigarettes) and, during a 
pause, chin cupped on hand not 
missing a trick as Dave Armstrong 
tries and tries again to clip a peg 
above. At long last he succeeds. 
"So what was all the fuss about?" 
calls Whillance looking chuffed 
from below. "Yellow!" snaps his 
partner, intent. And you keep 
tensed before Whillance's voice 
adds: "We're in business." 

At the top as he tiredly coils a 
rope with a backing ofWastwater 
and celestial spaghetti Western 
music even the humblest of us 
having led Tophet Wall knew 
something of the feeling. 

And that's the strength of all the 
films in the series, but particularly 
of the two award winners. In 
Incantations we see things as we 
would like to think we could climb. 
In Eagle Front we see them, the 
world as it is and us mere mortals, 
as most of us actually are. 
Tony Greenbank 

Lightweight Expeditions to the 
Great Ranges-Proceedings of a 
Symposium for Mountaineers 
and Expedition Organisers 
Sponsored by the Alpine Club. 

Edited by Charles Clarke and 
Audrey Salkeld 

I would recommend this 
booklet to anyone who does not 
have access to the active climbers 
who addrssed this symposium. 
For the price of a few beers those 
who do know the participants will 
be able to extract all the essential 
recommendations in these pages 
and probably useful personal 
contacts to get baggage out east 
for free and to change money 
without the hassle of the street 
black market. 

There are two points to be 
made. The first is that only basic, 
impersonal and at times pedantic 
information can be imparted in 
public at a symposium. The 
personal tricks and deep down 

understanding of expeditions is 
difficult to reveal for a variety of 
reasons. The first of these, which 
is the other point to be made, is a 
fear that someone will take what 
is being said literally and try to 
plan a trip on the "how to" 
information he can glean through 
swatting up or a chat with a 
veteran. The seriousness of the 
big peaks is far greater than can 
be expressed in the eighty odd 
pages of this booklet. But on the 
other side ofthe coin, the pleasure 
of the experience of doing it all 
yourself always outweighs the 
setbacks and problems, 
assuming one avoids a tragic 
conclusion. 

There is undoubtedly a great 
deal of valid and useful 
information in this booklet. Most 
of the participants have 
interesting points to make 
although if the medical advice 
were followed very few climbers 
would reach base camp (feeling 
like death but not dying is the 
most important trick to learn at 
altitude but it is not always easy 
to know which it is on any 
particular morning) . The speakers 
were full of caution and rightly so: 

Don Whillans, "(do) not let your 
ambitions override your caution ." 
For some young climbers it might 
just sound a little too painful, 
dangerous and fraught with the 
ambiguities of foreign 
bureaucracy. But for someone 
who has served an apprenticeship 
in the Alps, the moves on to South 
America and the Himalaya should 
be like growing up. The risks are 
no greater today than fifty years 
ago, but they are move evident, 
especially among those who 
climb hard for many years or 
override caution, as Whillans puts 
it. And the bureaucracies? As Paul 
Nunn says, they are largely 
constructed on a British model 
and surely lessfrigtening than our 
own DHSS. 

One final point for those who 
were not at the symposium, but 
who have an interest in British 
mountaineering. This was an 
historic exchange of ideas 
between the older and middle 
(my) generation and is a good 
read as such. Hopefully the 
younger teams are busy planning 
their next trip rather than 
attending such things. 
John Porter 

LETTERS 
Sherpas and Guides 
from Sir Douglas Busk 

Elaine Brook's article on the 
Sherpas in Mountain 101 is 
informative and thought-provok
ing. It led to reflections on alpine 
guides from say 1850 to the 
present day. By 'alpine guides' I 
mean those born and bred in their 
valleys. Nowadays quite a 
number of guides, particularly in 
Chamonix, are or were by origin 
lowlanders, who moved to the 
mountains and in many cases 
have made a good thing out of 
their careers by writing books, 
producing films, lecturing etc. I 
am also excluding the gallant 
Swiss explorers of the early part 
of the last century, who were 
inspired by scientific curiosity 
more than by the mere desire to 
climb mountains. 

How many of the denizen alpine 
guides can be thought of as 
"personally motivated", ie. 
desirous of reaching summits for 
the mere sake of achievement, 
knowing that if they failed to 
return, they would leave their 
families bereft and impoverished? 
It is true that many denizens did 
risk their lives in perilous 
undertakings - searching for 

crystals, chamois hunting and 
poaching, smuggling across 
frontiers, but all these had a profit 
motive. 

In alpine valleys, sometimes 
until quite recently, life was as 
hard for the locals as it was for the 
Sherpas and other Himalayan 
tribesmen. Men, and women too, 
boys and girls all had to toil long 
hours often dangerously. The 
mere cutting of hay with sickle or 
scythe on precipitous slopes 
interspersed with rock bands and 
the conveyance oft he bulky loads 
to the valley was perilous. One of 
Armand Charlet's grandmothers 
perishedthusatanadvancedage. 
Particularly since skiing has 
become an almost all-the-year
round sport in the more favoured 
valleys, life is now easier but even 
now few guides climb for the 
pleasure of the sport and its 
challenge. 

In earlier days when the locals 
used the word 'alp' they meant 
not horrendous and economically 
useless peaks, but alpine 
meadows, steep and difficult of 
access it is true, but where beasts 
could be pastured in summer, 
cheese made and hay gathered 
for winter fodder. Often there 
were no names for peaks of, to us, 
startling beauty, inviting to the 
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LETTERS (continued) 

'motivated' climber. In one case 
the Swiss of the Vispthal had 
names for two of their finest 
peaks, now called the Dom and 
the Tiischhorn, still on the maps 
collectively as the Mis
chabelhorner. It is often not 
realized that this derives in local 
dialect from Mist (dung) Gabel 
(fork). In short it was unusual in 
Sherpaland or in the Alps and 
other European ranges to find 
names given to the unproductive 
peaks, though useful passes were 
named. 

In Europe the locals strove 
valiantly to protect their 
environment from devastation. 
Alps (meadows) were protected 
and communal ownership of 
trees was jealously supervised. 
Alas in Nepal and on a wider scale 
in India and elsewhere, trees are 
now being ruthlessly felled for the 
short term benefit of firewood or 
slash and burn agriculture. This is 
not the place to embark on a far 
larger world wide problem. 

It is time to return to Elaine 
Brook and her Sherpas and to my 
possible comparison with 
potentially 'motivated' 
mountaineers among locals in the 
past in the Alps. How many 
denizen guides can you recall 
who wished to reach a summit, 
without having been hired to do 
so by a rich foreigner or at any rate 
lowlander? 

This sort of question should be 
answered by those who have 
read, remembered or researched 
into the pages of the Alpine 
Journal and many other foreign 
journals. I hope that readers of 
Mountain will produce names 
additional to those I now proffer. 
Thus I shall sit happily corrected. 

The first candidate that comes 
to mind is J.A. Carrel of 1865 
Matterhorn fame, nicknamed ii 
Bersagliere, the light infantry 
man, as we might say, fleet of 
foot, alert and enduring . As 
Whymper records, Carrel was the 
one guide whose enthusiasm to 
reach the summit was 
deep-seated and he inspired 
other Italian guides. It is true that 
a powerful motive in Carrel's case 
was political. He wanted to win 
the prize for Italy from the Italian 
side, but the 'motivation' was 
there. With another guide, J.B. 
Bich, he reached the summitthree 
days after Whymper by an 
unusual route from Italy. The 
route now followed was opened 
two years later by two other 
guidesJ.J . and Pierre Maquignaz. 

In 1890 Carrel died of fatigue 
and cold while descending the 
Italian ridge, having led his clients 
to safety. He left an improverished 
widow and children. Members of 
the Alpine Club raised some £300 
to support them, the equivalent of 
about£1~000intodaVs 
depreciated money. 

I cannot recall reading of a 
single Swiss guide who 'climbed 
for fun', though an exception 
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could be the illustrious Christian 
Almer, who when aged seventy 
took his wife (who had never 
climbed a mountain before) up 
the Wetterhorn to celebrate their 
golden wedding. The elderly 
couple were safeguarded by two 
guide sons and a daughter. 

For France Armand Charlet 
surely qualifies. From his school 
days he climbed, alone or with 
friends and made some new 
routes, notably a desparately 
dangerous one on the Aiguille 
Verte with Camille Devouassoud, 
never repeated . Above all 
Armand strove during his many 
years as Professeur Maitre of the 
Chamonix Ecole de Ski et 
d'Alpinisme to instruct other 
guides or aspirant guides how to 
climb safely. 

I have read of no Austrian or 
German guides who climbed en 
amateur, though there may well 
have been some. Except for the 
Pyrenees, I have not climbed in 
Spain, but perhaps there are or 
were Spanish guide candidates. 

In Nepal Tenzing stands out for 
his 'motivation' and he too, after 
Everest, devoted many years to 
training others at the Darjeeling 
School. Hillary's verdict on 
Tenzing is quoted in Elaine 
Brook's article and the Swiss after 
their 1952 Everest attempt spoke 
in even warmer terms of one who 
was a full member of their team, 
a Sahib, not merely, as under 
Hunt, a Sirdar or chief porter. I 
was glad to learn from French 
climbing friends who recently 
visited Tibet that they were met in 
Lhasa byTenzing, who is now the 
representative there of an 
American tourist firm . My friends 
said that Tenzing was very 
efficient in several languages. He 
has certainly deserved a good job 
to end his career. 

Well, there you are. I have 
suggested a very few 'motivated' 
guides. As I have said, I hope 
Mountain will produce many 
more, who were and are not 
merely activated by financial 
inducements. 

There is, however, another 
thought that should be 
introduced about alpine guides of 
the past century or more. Had 
they been imbued with real 
enthusiasm, they could have 
swept the board and the wealthy 
foreign climbers who employed 
them in the Alps would have 
found a very reduced list of first 
ascents or new routes. 

To take the earliest example, a 
group of Zermatt or St. Niklaus 
guides would surely have found 
the Matterhorn by the ordinary 
Zermatt route a snip before 1865, 
if they had really been interested. 
(The Italian route was a more 
serious proposition .) It is easy to 
find other examples among the 
great peaks of the Bernese 
Oberland and of course further 
afield in the lower alpine ranges. 

In more modern times there is 

no doubt that the famous North 
Face ofthe Eigercould have been 
scaled by Grindelwald guides 
long before the first ascent, if they 
had cared to risk the dangers. That 
the guides did not try on their own 
initiative, as I know from personal 
conversations, was because they 
did not wish to expose their 
families to possible risk of their 
dying on an extremely perilous 
face, where many have perished 
under the gloating eyes of 
telescopes. The courage in 
emergencies of the Grindelwald 
guides is not in question; their 
many rescues on the Eiger and 
elsewhere prove this. 

I am reminded of a comment 
made by my old friend Marcel 
Kurz, who for years edited the 
Climbing Guides of the Vala is. Of 
two desparately dangerous 
climbs from Zermatt (both 
inspired by British amateurs, but 
with Swiss guides), he wrote in 
the Guide "It is immoral to have 
recourse to professional guides 
on these routes". The 
Grindelwald guides agreed as 
regards the Eiger North Face, 'Let 
the amateurs kill themselves 
there, but not us, though we will 
succour them when disaster 
strikes'. 

Similarly it is possible that 
another coveted objective, the 
North Face of the Grandes 
Jorasses, might have been 
achieved by one route or another 
by Chamonix guides. Major 
impediments were the family 
feuds and inter-village strife in all 
the valley of the Arve from St. 
Gervais up to the Col de Bal me. 
But perhaps as important was, as 
Lucien Devies, an acute observer, 
fine mountaineer and historian, 
always maintained, "The British 
were nowhere," he once said to 
me, "By 1926 the capital of the 
Alps had moved from London to 
Munich." The Valley had a few of 
the finest natural mountaineers in 
the world - Armand Charlet 
stands out - but they lacked the 
equipmentthatcamefrom east or 
south of them and the experience 
to use it. So on the whole one has 
to admit that the amateur 
easterners or southerners won 
that round fairly, against local 
French guides. 

Well, where do we go from 
here? It seems clear from Elaine 
Brook's careful reporting and 
from my notes above that:-
1. Sherpas are very rarely 
'motivated', but nor were most 
alpine guides. 
2. Both usually needed financial 
stimulus from outsiders. 
3. In the case of Sherpas this 
includes selling expensive 
equipment, as is certainly done in 
China and Tibet. In earlier days 
alpine guides made their own 
boots and forged nails and ice 
axes. 
4. Some Sherpas and many 
catholic guides supported their 
religions, with thank offerings 

and attendance at worship. 
5. Sherpas now allow their 
environment to be wrecked, but 
Alpine communities have always 
fought to preserve it. 
6. In the Himalayas rich 
foreigners unthinkingly assist in 
the wrecking, but are largely 
prevented from doing so in the 
Alps. 
7. It goes without saying that 
western-trained mountaineers or 
trekkers should be in the forefront 
in com batting the des!ruction and 
the fouling of mountains with 
discarded filth. 
8. Quite apart from the rising 
costs of large expeditions, it is 
clear that wiser climbers can 
enjoy splendid climbs on less 
publicized peaks, where they will 
incidentally run less risk of 
leaving their families bereaved. 
The British death toll in the 
Himalya and Karakorum has 
recently been horrifying, and it 
includes some of our best. As 
'hard men' they sought not only 
personal satisfaction but fame, 
not realising how brief that fame 
could be or how little cash they 
would leave to a widow. I have 
had to deal with these 
heart-breaking cases, in the U.K. 
and on the mainland of Europe. 
Believe me, "a short life and a 
merry one" is not in fact the 
happiest. 

The Mount Everest Foundation 
is endeavouring to make a record 
of the British fatalities, many due 
not to a mountaineering accident 
but to maladies caused by high 
altitude. The active cooperation of 
two of our best medicos, Mike 
Ward and Charlie Clarke and their 
teams, is very valuable in this 
research . All hope that their 
warnings will be heeded by 
British parties visiting the 
Himalayan or Karakorum peaks in 
the future. 

The British are far from being 
the only sufferers. Far more lethal 
are those whom I prefer to call the 
Divine Winders, whose massive 
expeditions swarm everywhere. It 
is up to them how many of their 
own folk they sacrifice on suicidal 
routes or in dangerous 
conditions, but all mountaineers 
are appalled by the mounting toll 
of deaths among their 
employees, the Sherpas and 
other natives of the high ranges 
of the world. Admittedly the 
British were guilty of this all those 
years ago in 1922 on Everest, but 
that scarred our national 
conscience, very dissimilar from 
thatofthe Divine Winders, or that 
of others who destroyed the cairn 
we erected in their memory. 

I repeat my hope that you who 
read this will think that the above 
is a fair assessment, E. and O.E., 
as my bank writes on the 
statements of my overdraft. Also 
that any comments or additions 
should be addressed to the Editor 
of Mountain. C'est ce qu'il est la 
pour, n'est-ce pas? 
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the success behind 
many of today's 

major expeditions 
In recent years one constant 

factor has emerged from some of 
the toughest mountaineering 

expeditions - the success of the 
Berghaus A.B. rucsac system. 

The A.B. System has been subjected 
from the outset to the rigours of 

expedition use, the hardest test 
ground in the world. As a result the 

consumer benefits directly, as the 
same durable 

components and ✓ 

Internal Frame 

manufacturing 
- care go into the 

final models for general 
distribution. Expeditions can 

highlight areas of strain or wear 
which may take years of normal 

use before becoming apparent, 
therefore allowing the company to 
react quickly ensuring that the final 

product will 
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straps allows for free movement of 
the head in the most difficult 
climbing situations or when 
backpacking 
with a fully 
loaded sac. 
components 
such as the 
Adjustment 
Bars and Internal 
Frame combine strength 
with lightness, while the 
shoulder straps and hip 
belt utilise dual density foams for 

load 
support 
allied with 

superb 
comfort. 

Dual density 
fOam Hip Belt 

When your life can depend upon the 
performance and reliability of a 
rucsac it is hardly surprising that 
more expeditions, and top 
mountaineers like Chris Bonington, 
Alan Rouse and Brian Hall, rely 
exclusively on the 
A.B. System. 
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P.O. Box 630, Ste-Adele, Que., Canada, JOR 1 LO 
Tel. (514) 229 2629, Telex 05 839518 EPCO STAD 
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For years The North Face has 
been a name synonymous with 
the best in outdoor equipment. 
our research, design and 
manufacture of tents, clothing, 
rucksacks and sleeping bags 
are second to none. 

And we back up our faith in 
our products with a lifetime 
guarantee that means if a 

product fails due to a 
manufacturing defect, even 
after extended use, we will 
repair it free of charge or 
replace it at our option. 

North Face, 

your N RTH quite simply THEI\ 
guarantee O)A,cEI 
of quality. F11 

THE NORTH FACE (SCOTLAND) LTD. PO Box 16, Industrial Estate, Port Glasgow 
Renfrewshire PA14 SXL SCOTLAND. TelephOne 0475 41344 Telex 777394. 

Lowell Thomas, Jr. and Don Lee 
ow·ners/Operators 

Specializing In mounta in-glacier ttylng. Serving 
cl imbers, skiers, aerial sightseers, wilderness 
campers, scient ists, miners and prospectors, 
fishermen and the general public. 

cootact TALKEETNA AIR TAXI, INC. 
Box 73, Talkeetna, AK 99676 

Tel: (907) 733-2218 or: 
Lowell Thomas, 7022 Tanaina Dr, AnchOrage, AK 99502 

DOUG GEETING AVIATION is now booking climbing 
parties for flights into the Mt. McKinley Park. Give Doug a call 

collect for information and reservat;ons. His speciality is 
Expedition Air transportation. Why not fly the best? 

Write to DOUG GEETING AVIATION, Box 42, 
Talkeetna Alaska 99676 
or call collect to (907) 733-2366 

Details from: 
I.S.M., Club Vagabond, 1854 Leysin 
Switzerland. Tel. (Swiss code) 25 34 13 21 

HAVE YOU GOT ONE? 
From Britain's No.1 Mail Order Company comes the best 
equipment catalogue you can buy. 112 colourful pages packed 
with top quality products, interesting information and sound 
advice. Get the best and forget the rest by sending £1 .50to: 
FIELD & TREK DEPT. MC, 3 WATES WAY, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. 
Tel (0277)221259/233122fZ19418/210913 (24 HRS) 
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1. Curved sh 
natural body c 

2. Two sets of load balance 
adjusters. 

3. Diamond shaped lumbar pad 
gives extra support to your 
back . 

4. Harness slides along rails to 
your ideal back length when 
you tension the size-adjust 
straps. 

5. Hip belt adjusts to hip width 
and shape. 

6. Inward sloping hip belt 
follows the natural contours 
and remains in position. 

7. Shoulder straps give instant 
adjustment for changes of 
clothing. 

Patent Applied For. British Application No. SAS Systems 8310324. 

KARRl~R Ct:,NDt:,R 
Even more to offer than the Jaguar. 

Karrimor International Limited , Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lancashire B85 6PR 



Perfectly balanced, state-of-the-art 
core and sheath construction, 

, featuring a sheath of twisted yarns 
making optimum use of fiber 

strength. 

Proven technical 
superiority 

■ outstanding strength to weight 
ratio 

■ high test values 
■ consistent quality 

■ soft, compact, flexible, for ideal 
handling characteristics 

■ decreased rope drag due to 
reduced friction on rock and 

through protection 
■ increased abrasion resistance 

for reduced sheath wear and 
delayed furring up. 

CH-5600 Lenzburg/Switzerland 

Distributors: 
Australia: 

Four Seasons Imports Pty Ltd, 
East Kew, Victoria 3102 

UK: Northern Feather Leisure (UK) Ltd, 
Menston-llkley 

USA: AoVENTURE}6 San Diego, CA 92120 
@ID Bellevue, WA 98005 
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California: San Bernardino Colorado: Denver 
Sports Country Ltd ., Holubar Mountaineering, 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 2490 S. Colorado Blvd ., 80222. 
92401 . Tel. 303.758.6366 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Estes Park 
California: San Diego Steve Komito, 
Adventure 16 Inc., Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, Tel. 303.586.5391 
92120. Tel. 714.283.237 4. 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
California: San Diego Holubar Mountaineering, 
Pack Factory, 3500 S. College Ave., 80525 
143 So. Cedros, 92075. Tel. 303.226.3683. 
Tel. 714.755.7662 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
California: San Francisco The Mountain Shop, 
The North Face, 126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) 
Tel. 415.665.6044 

Colorado: Lafayette 
California: Santa Ana Lowe Alpine Systems, 
Holubar Mountaineering, 802 South Public, 80026. 
3650 S. Bristol St., 92704. Tel. 303.665.9220 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 714.549.8541 

Colorado: Lakewood 
California: Sonora Holubar Mountaineering, 
Sonora Mountaineering, 11355 West 6th Ave ., 80215. 
3251 Mono Way, 95370 Tel. 303.238.7511 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

Connecticut: West Hartford 

Colorado: Boulder Clapp and Treat, 

The Boulder Mountaineer, 672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 

1329 Broadway, 80302. Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 

Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) Massachusetts: Boston 

Colorado: Boulder Eastern Mountain Sports, 

Holubar Mountaineering, 1041 Commonwealth Ave., 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) 629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 

Tel. 303.499.1731 Massachusetts: Salem 

Colorado: Boulder Life Sports 

Neptune Mountaineering, East India Mall, 01970 
Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) 

627 E. South Broadway, 80303 

Colorado: Colorado Springs Montana: Bozeman 
Northern Lights Trading Co., Holubar Mountaineering, 1627 W. Main, 59715 1776 W. Uintah, 80904. Tel. 406.586.2225 (C) (M) (S) 

Tel. 303.634.5279 

N.H.: North Conway 
Colorado: Denver International Mountain 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd ., Equipment, 
1136 Speer Blvd., 8020 4 Main Street, 03860 
Tel. 303.433.3372 Tel. 603.356.5287 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS: Support your local bush pilot. Doug Geeting is 
now booking for the 1985 and 86 Mt. McKinley climbs. 
For reservations and information write to:-
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna, 99676, or call 907. 733.2366. 

SAVE MONEY - MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Largest U.K stockists of specialist top quality materials and accessories. 

PE~xrt'1~'ka8j-rM0°Rm:p~o1~~.'.ii~~\6t1i~~Jf;8~~S~IEe~ti 1; Jls\ ~aJ~~it-f1RE 
0484 - 683206/682688 

ALAN ROUSE LECTURES 
Worldwide at reasonable rates. Kongur, Everest in Winter, Patagonia, 

Peru, Jannu, NuRtse, Broad Peak Scottish winter, Alps etc. 
21 Wayland Road, Sheffield S11 SYD, Great Britain (0742) 666739 

Climbers "Chalk" Block. Pure Magnesium Carbonate. Send 
£7.90 for 8 x 2oz. Blocks to: I.W.F. Ltd, Dept. M . 78A Forsyth 
Road, Newcastle/ Tyne NE2 3EU . Trade enquiries welcome. 

For access to McKinley and the Alaska Range. 
P.O. Box 290 - TALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 (907) 733-2291 
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New York: New Paltz Washington : Seattle 
Rock and Snow, North Face, 
44 Main Street, 12561 . 4560 University Way N.E., 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) 98105 

Tel. 206.633.4431 
New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters Washington: Seattle 
21 Park Place, 10007. The North Face, 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 1023 1st Ave., 98104. 

Tel. 206.622.4111 
Oregon: Independence 
Independence Mountaineering Wisconsin : Kenosha 
215 South Main, 97351 Life Sport, 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) 4917 Seventh Ave., 53140 

Tel. 414.654.3351 (C) (M) (S) 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Holubar Mountaineering Wisconsin: Madison 
3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 84117. Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
Tel. 801 .272.9403 (C) (S) (M) State and Gorham, 53703. 

Tel. 608.251 .9059 (C) (M) (S) 
Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc, Wisconsin: Milwaukee 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106 Adventures Unlimited, 
Tel. 801 .466.2101 (C) (M) (S) 5700 W. North Ave., 53208 

Tel. 414.445.6602 
Virginia: Bristol 
Mountain Sports Ltd., Wisconsin: Waukesha 
1010 Commonwealth Ave., Lifesport, 
24201 840 North Grand Ave., 
Tel. 703.466.8988 Tel. 414.544.9744 

Washington: Bellevue Wyoming: Cody 
Marmot Mountain Works, Sunlight Sports, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. 1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
Tel. 206.453.1515 Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Everett Wyoming: Jackson 
Swallows Nest, Teton Mountaineering, 
2011 Hewitt Ave., 98201 . Main Square, 
Tel. 206.339.2417 (P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 

Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 
Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsman Wyoming: Lander 
837 Front St. Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
Tel. 509.548.5623 220 Main Street, 82520. 

Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 
Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., Wyoming: Laramie 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. Rocky Mountaineering, 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 211 Second Street, 82070 

Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 
Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, • 3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 

GORE-TEX 
FABRIC 
(5TYPES) 

Cordura, polar fabric . PU and neoprene nylon.Tent, breeches and sleeping 
bag fabrics. Hollofil. Thinsulate, down. Zips. lastex buckles, eyelets. poles, 
velcro and more. Patterns for all outdoor clothing and equipment. Climbing 
gear. Discounts up to 15%. 
For prices/ samples, stamp please. 
TorlMI, 3 Frver St.. Runcorn, WA7 1 ND. Enoland. 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS: Doug Geeting is now booking for small and large expeditons for 
the 1985 climbing season. For the best in Air Transportation and access to the Alaska 
Range. CALL collect for information & special rates. Area code (907) 733-2366 or write 
Doug Geeting, P.O. Box 42 Talkeetna, Alaska 99676. 

EVEREST CLIMBING PERMITS 
Available for Chinese routes 1987-1990. Also for all other 
open Chinese peaks. State mountain, route and season 

desired . Contact Mountain Box No 32. 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ - '85 catalog free to foreign; 

CRAMPON STRAPS U S & Ca nad a, send 20¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, California 931 20, USA. 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS FOR SALE 
NEW, USED AND RARE. THOUSANDS OF TITLES 

IN STOCK 
Send for free catalogue. Also buying; send lists . 

Michael Chessler Books, 
90 Hudson Street, New York, 

NY 10013, USA. 
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Barbella, John; 100-15 
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Szczesniak, Eva; 96-13 
Szymanski, Wojciech; 92-9 
Szulc, Tadeusz; 89-11 

T 
Tabei, Junko; 99-10 
Taboche (Tawache); 99-9 
Tackle, Jack; 91-12, 99-11 
Taglianut. Patrick; 99-9 
Tahquitz; 89-17 
Takahashi, Kazuyuki; 96-10, 97-10/11 
Takahashi, Ken; 96-12 
Takahashi, Michiko; 97-10/11 
Takahashi, Mrs; 96-10 
Takamatsu, Mikio; 92-9 
Takami, Kazushige; 90-10 
Takinami, Tatsuya; 90-10 
Tamang, Kancha; 89-12 
Tanaka, Junchi; 89-12 
Tanaka, Katsuichi; 90-9 
Tanner, Michel; 95-15 
Tapes, Dave; 91-11 
Tasker, Joe; 90-44 
Tasmania; 90-13, 95-14 
Tateska, Hiroshi; 99-11 
Tauber, Herman; 96-11 
Tawache; 89-12 
Taylor, Julian; 92-13, 93-10 
Taylor, Nie; 98-12 
Taylor, Pete; 100-18 
Teague, Adrian; 96-11 
Telluride '84; 99-46 
Temba, Nima; 99-9 
Temba, Sirdar Nga; 99-9 
Temlak, Eugeniusz; 96-13 
Tempest. Glenn; 90-12, 95-14 
Tenderini, Mirella; interview of Walter 

Bonatti; 91-42 
Tessera, E; 94-15 
Thalay, Sagar; 95-10 
Thapa, Yogendra; 90-9, 92-9, 99-11 
Thexton, Peter; 93-11-Obit; 94-11, 95-9 
Thirlmere; 89-18, 93-1 O 
Thomas.Jim; 98-12 
Thompson, Graham; 99-11 
Thorburn, Scott; 92-9 

Thornhill. Phil; 91-15/17, 97-15 
Tibet; 99-9 
Tien Shan; (Winter Climbs); 99-1 O 
Tilicho; 89-12, 96-12 
Tillak, Jerzy; 96-13 
Tillman, Bill; 91-12, 98-44, The Seven 

Mountain Travel Books; 94-49 
Tialney, Andy; 100-19 
Tinker, John; 97-14, 100-13 
Ti rich Mir; 90-10 
Tober, Julian; 94-15 
Tobin, Carl; 96-13 
Todd, Ewen; 91-15, 97-14 
Todd, Willie; 97-14 
Toft. Murray; 99-13 
Tormore (Sligo); 96-14 
Torrans, Calvin; 96-14 
Torrans, Clare; 96-14 letter, 97-14 
Torrisi.Al; 89-16 
Toshitasakakano, Dr; 90-11 
Totani, Kaoru; 89-12 
Tour Rouge; 94-15 
Towse, Dave; 97-15, 98-11, 99-14 
TrangoTowers; 100-13 
Trapier; 99-13 
Tratnik, Emil; 96-12 
Tremadog guide by Leigh McGinley; 

94-50 
Trento Film Festival; 98-45 
Treppte, Reiner; 97-12 
Tribout, Jean-Baptiste; 94-15, 95-14 
Triple Overhang Buttress; Pembroke; 

92-14 
Troillet, Jean; 89-12 
Troussier, Jean-Marc; 95-14, News 

Special French Ice Falls; 95-16 art. Are 
Ethics Biodegradable?95-48 art. Verdon 
-A Short Modem History; 97-30 

T roussier, Stephan; 95-14 
Trout. Ken; 95-12, 99-12 
Trover, Andy; 100-14 
Trusnovec, Zarko; 97-14 
Tshering, Ang; 99-9 
Tsuchiya, Shuji; 96-12 
Tsuchija, Yasunori; 96-12 
Tsunadu, Fuji; 99-10 
Tucic, Joka; 97-12 
Tukuche; 92-9 
Tullis, Julie; 90-46, 93-46, 98-44, 99-10, 

100-13 
Turkey; 97-12 
Turkey Rock and South Platte Crags; 

guidebook by Mark Rolofson; 98-47 
Turnbull. Dick; 90-14 
Tuthill, Andy; 89-15 

u 
Ubbink, Joost; 92-9, 94-12 
Udall, Mark; 90-10 
Ueda, Muneoh; 90-10 
Uemura, Naomi; 97-47 
UIAA; 100-14 
Ulcek, Karel; art. Minimum Rozumin (and 

photos); 94-26, art. Paprika; 89-28 
Ullsperger, Ivan; 90-11 
Ullu-Tau-Chana; 97-12 
Un, Kim Young; 96-12 
Urbczat. Michael; 97-12 
USA; 89-15, 91-11, 94-16, 95-11, 100-15 
USSR; 90-11. 94-12 
Utah; 91-11, 95-11, 99-13 
Uttley, Rob; 95-9, 96-11 

V 
Vaill, Edward; 96-13 
Valais; 91-15 
Valiev, Kasbek; 99-10 
Vallings, Simon; 91-12 
Vanco, Tom; 95-12 
Va noise, Aig de la; 1 00-12 
Vaucher, Bernard; 95-15 
Venables, Steve; 100-13 
Verdon; 95-14 
Verdon sans Frontieres, book by David 

Belden and Christine de Colombe I; 
94-49 

Verdon; A Short Modern History by Jean-
Marc Troussier; 97-30 

Verhaeghe, Willem; 92-9 
Vertical 84 (Calendar); 94-50 
Vertigo Games; book by Glenn Randall; 

98-47 
Vicari, Sergio; 97-13 
Vincent, Joel; 95-15 
Victoria; 90-12, 95-14, 98-12 
Victoria, Mt (Aus); 90-12, 98-12 
Vining, Dr Ross; 91-12 

Vion, J P; 100-12 
Vionnet. G; 94-15 
Vogler, Gaetano; 94-15 
Vogler, Randy; 89-52 
Vogler, Romain; 89-15, 94-15 
Vranac, Sanja; 97-13 
Vreni, Kull; 89-12 
Vries, Hillie de; 94-12 
Vylchev, Ivan; 99-8 

w 
Wach, Danuta; 96-13 
Wada, Satoshi; 99-9 
Wade, Ian; 96-13 
Wagstaff. Brock; 96-13 
Wales, North; 91-15, 92-12, 93-10, 97-15, 

98-11, 99-14, 1 00-19 
Wales, South; 92-14, 93-11 
Wales, South-East; 91-16, 92-14 
Walker, Lucy; 98-44 
Walker, Rob; 89-15 
Walker, Simon; 89-18 
Walkington, Tom; 100-19 
Wan, Jong Bon; 96-12 
Wanchu, Sherpa; 90-9 
Ward, Matt; 93-11 
Ward, Roger; 92-12 
Warren, Robert; 95-11 
Warth, Herman; 92-9 
Wasdaie; 89-18, 92-12 
Waterman, Jon; 91-12 
Waters, Phil; 92-12 
Watts, Chris; 91-15/17 
Waugh, David; 90-11 
Webb, Roger; 91-15 
Webster Ed; Rock Climbs in the White 

Mountains of New Hampshire; 90-50, 
89-15, 91-11, 95-11 

Weeks, Steve; 89-16 
Wehrs, Hubert; 96-11 
Weigand, Geoff; 90-12, 98-12 
Weiherbachtal Rocks; 90-14 
Weilochowski, Andrew; 90-11 
Weissensteiner, Adolf; 96-11 
Weisshorn; 97-12 
Welch.Adi; 89-12 
Wells, Frank; 96-41 
Wells, Matthew; 96-13 
Wendlinger, Hubert ; 95-1 O 
Werribee, Gorge; 90-12 
West Cork; Mizen Head; 96-14 
Wettersteingebirge; 97-14 
Wetton, Steve; 91-16 
Wettstein, Max; 96-12 
Whanganui Bay; 91-12 
Whanganui Rock; book by Len Gilman; 

93-50 
What We Did On Our Holidays; art. by 

Jerry Moffatt; 92-34 
Whetu, Mark; 96-12 
Whillance, Pete; 92-12/14, 93-9, 100-17/ 

18/19 
Whillans, Don; 91-44 
White Death; book by Georges 

Bettemborg and Michael Brame; 89-50, 
90-50 

White, Brad; 89-16 
White, John; 100-19 
White, Peter; 96-13 
White, W J; 92-12 
Whitehead, Roger; 99-12 
Whitehouse, Annie; 96-1 O 
Whitfield, Pete; 89-18 
Whittaker, James; 89-13 
Whymper, Edward; book Scrambles 

Amongst The Alps; 89-50 
Wicklow - Glendalough; 96-14 
Wiechmann, Gotz; art. Free Climbing in 

North Germany; 93-14 
Wielicki, Krzysztof; 96-12, 99-11, 100-13 
Wiggens, Art; 95-11 
Wiggins, Earl; 97-10 
Wightman, Bob; 92-12 
Wilde, Andy; 96-15 
Wilford, Mark; 91-12, art. American Grit; 

91-30, art. Playing For Keeps; 95-38 
Wilkins, Mike; 92-11 
Wilkinson, Dave; 90-14, 91-15 
Wilkinson, John; 97-14, 100-18 
Williams, Allen; 96-15 
Williams, Jim; 90-11 
Williams, Noel; 93-9 
Williams, Paul; 92-12, 100-19; News 

Report of Pen Trywn; 92-15, art. 
Roscolyn-Little Big Crag; 99-18 
Williamson, Ian; 92-12, 100-19 
Willig, George; 93-47 
Wilson, J; 92-12, 96-15 

Wilson, Joe; 89-18, 92-12 
Wilson, Ken; 90-44, 100-46; book Cold 

Climbs; 90-48 
Wilson, Maurice; 99-46 
Wrinkler, Kurt; 89-15 

Winterburger, J; 100-12 
Wintours Leap; 91-16, 92-14 
Woerner, Stefan; 98-44, 1 00-13 
Wolf, Dobroslawa; 94-12, 100-13 
Wolf, Jan; 91-15, 97-12 
Wood, Paul; 94-17 
Woodley, Bruce; 92-14 
Woodward, Johnny; 89-19, 92-12 
Wooldridge, Mike; 97-12 
Woo, Nam San; 97-1 O 
Woo, Nam Sun; 90-9 
Worner, Stefan; 95-9 
Wragg, Martin, 97-15, 99-14 
Wren, Andy; 92-11 
Wright, Mr; 100-17 
Wroz, Wojciech; 89-13 
Wye Valley; 93-11 
Wyllie, Cherra; 89-15 

X 
Xixabangma; 96-13 

y 

Yuda, Kazuo; 89-11 
Yalungkang; 99-9 
Yamada, Akira; 90-9 
Yamada, Naoki; 97-10 
Yamada, Nobaru; 89-12, 96-10, 97-10, 

100-14 
Yamana, Yasumitau; 92-9 
Yamasuki, Yuxa; 89-14 
Yanden, Nawang; 99-9 
Yanira, Tony; 91-11, 91-12 
Yearsley, Jim; 97-15 
Yeggy, John; 91-11 
Yerian, David; 94-16 
Yerupaja Sur; 90-11 
Yokoyama, Noboru; 92-9 
Yonden, Nawang; 97-1 O 
York, Mt; 90-12 
Yorkshire; 96-15, 98-10 
Yorkshire Limestone; 99-14 
Yosemite; 89-16, 91-11, 94-16, 99-12 
Yosemite Climbs; book by George 

Meyers; 89-50 
Yoshino, Hiroshi; 95-9, 96-1 O 
Young, Bill; 89-18, 92-12 
Young, Mike; 91-12 
Young, Rod; 90-12 
Yukon; 91-12 
Yukshin Gardon Sar; 99-11 · 
You Yangs; 90-12, 98-12 

z 
Zaehner, Werner; 89-12 
Zaharias, Zacharakis; 96-12 
Zanskar; 95-10, 100-14 
Zaplotnik, Nejc; obit; 94-13 
Zehertleitner, Udo; 97-11 
Zenyatta Mondatta, art. by Jim Bridwell; 

93-18 
Zeyen, Roland; 89-12 
Zink, Manfred; 91-15 
Zinte, Fritz; 99-9 
Zion National Park; 95-12, 99-12 
Zulim; 89-16 
Zupan, Jeze; 96-12 
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A II the qualities you 
would want in a truly 
general purpose 
range of clothing. 

/J~~r.a~Jee[je 8/Jft!!~~;c:n~tt:;o~Jt;~~us 
protracted wear tests very 
well. Hand or machine wash, 
rapid dry, no iron. 

LIGHTWEIGHT 
UltraFleece is around half the weight and 

thickness of other fleeces. You'll find yourself 
using it more often across a wider range of 
conditions, and it takes up next to no room in your 
luggage. 

INTEREST/NG COLOURS AND STYLES 
Single colours, two tone shoulder/body 

combinations, contrasting broad hoops ... you 
can wear UltraFleece with ease and confidence. 

MORE WIND RESISTANCE 
UltraFleece has a very high resistance to wind 

penetration - twice as much as usual fleeces and 
four times as much as fibre pile! 

KEEPS ITS APPEARANCE SO WELL 
UltraFleece showed virtually no change in 

ULTAAFLEECE 

THERMOFLEECE 

FIBRE PILE 

WIDE RANGE 
Ask your dealer to show you the UltraFleece 

range - shirts, jackets, pullovers, sweaters and 
trousers. 

Remember they're made by Mountain 
Equipment, suppliers to 14 Everest Expeditions, 
with a 20 year reputation for quality and 
excellence. 

THERMOFLEECE 
The original thick fleece and ideal for many cold 

weather activities. Good looking too, so you can 
use it as casual wear all the year round. 

Mountain Equipment Ltd. 
Leech St., Stalybridge, 
SK151SD. England. 
Telephone 061 338 8793. Mountain Equipment 
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