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Director 
Plas v Brenin National centre 

for Mountain Activities 
Situated in the heart of the Snowdonia National Park in North Wales, 
the Centre offers expert training in rock climbing, mountaincraft, 
hillwalking, canoeing, orienteering, skiing and other outdoor 
pursuits. 

The role of Director calls for sound management and administrative 
ability, wide experience in mountaineering, familiarity with a range of 
other outdoor pursuits and first class communicative skills. 

The person appointed will, in consultation with the Plas y Bren in 
Committee and staff at the Council's Headquarters, make a positive 
contribution to the Centre's long-term objectives and development as 
well as assuming responsibility for its day-to-day running . 

A knowledge of finance and budgetary control systems, some 
marketing ability and previous experience of managing a residential 
Centre would be a distinct advantage. Possession of appropriate 
professional qualifications desirable. 

The post, which is offered on a 5-year contract basis, carries a salary 
in the range of£ 1 5,020-£20,372 per annum. 

It is a residential post, the nature of which involves long, irregular and 
unsocial hours. An inclusive charge of£ 1,540 per annum is made for 
a pleasant, well -appointed 4 -bedroomed house situated within the 
grounds of the Centre. 

Further information and application form (Quoting reference: 
85/5/PYB) available from Paul Burgin, Personnel Unit, The 
Sports Council, 16 Upper Woburn Place, London WC 1 HOOP. 
Closing date: 26th April 1985. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 

*********************** t MOUNTAIN BOOKS # 
t New & Old, Rare & Remaindered. # 
+t Free Book-Search Service. * 
-ft *** CATALOGUE *** i+ 
-ft **** OUT NOW **** tJ-
,ft * ,ft please send 50p [UK] or $1 [overseas] to: i+ 
,ft SIMON JUDD i+ f 1 77 Peckham Rye, !t * London SE 15 3HZ. * 
-{It tel: 01-639-4486. tJ-
*********************** 

THE KARAKORAM EXPERIENCE. 
Specialists in Trekking Holidays in Pakistan. 

In 1985 we are offering two treks to K2 Base Camp and Concordia; the 
ultimate trek along the BaltoroGlacier; Mustagh and Trango Towers; K2; 
Broad Peak; the Gasherbrums; Chogolisa; Masherbrum; Mitre Peak etc., all 
on one 28 day trek. 

Departure Dates: Return 
Saturday 29th June 
Saturday 3rd August 

Sunday 28th July 
Sunday 1st September 

Both treks are fully inclusive of flight (U.K. only), porters, guide, western 
leader, equipment, food etc. Other possible trekking areas: Nanga Parbat; 
Masherbrum La, K6, K7, Hunza etc. Details on request. Expeditions helped 
and advised. For free brochure contact either 

The Karakoram Experience 
16 Parvian Road 
Leicester (58316) 
England. 

or The Karakoram Experience 
c/o Bold Venturers Ltd. 
455 Linden St. 
Winnettsa 441-9073 
Illinois. 





CONTACT NEEDED 
We would like to contact the following people to 
return material to them (last address known in 
brackets):-

John Anderson (Aberdeen, England) 
Richard Croft (Kettering, England) 

Shawn Curtis (Del Mar, California, USA) 
Kathy Eason (Glendale, California, USA) 
D. Gambetta (Glendale, California, USA) 

David Green (Dublin, Ireland) 
Frederic Faure (Saint Etienne, France) 
Dave Grenda (Tustin, California, USA) 

Greg Griffith (New Brighton, Merseyside, England) 
Hans Howald (Zurich, Switzerland) 

DOUG GEETING AVIATION is now booking climbing 
parties for flights into the Mt. McKinley Park. Give Doug a call 

collect for information and reservations. His speciality is 
Expedition Air transportation. Why not fly the best? 

Write to DOUG GEETING AVIATION, Box 42, 
Talkeetna Alaska 99676 
or call collect to (907) 733-2366 

ROCK-CLIMBING IN FRANCE 
Jean-Pierre Bouvier Diadem Books. 

Locations & Descriptions to 279 of Frances best rock-climbing crags. 
The ideal companion to any holiday. 
From your local climbing shop, or direct from CDRDEE 3a DeMontfort Street. 
Leicester. LEl 7HD Great Britain. price £4.95 (add 50p postage) (in US $6.50) 
or by Post Office Giro No 480 4058. 





For years The North Face has 
been a name synonymous with 
the best in outdoor equipment. 
our research, design and 
manufacture of tents, clothing, 
rucksacks and sleeping bags 
are second to none. 

And we back up our faith in 
our products with a lifetime 
guarantee that means if a 

product fails due to a 
manufacturing defect, even 
after extended use. we will 
repair it free of charge or 
replace it at our option. 

North Face, 
quite simply THE" 
your N RTH 
guarantee O)A,cEI 
of quality. F11 

THE NORTH FACE (SCOTLAND) LTD. PO Box 16, Industrial Estate, Port Glasgow 
Renfrewshire PA14 SXL SCOTLAND. Telephone 0475 41344 Telex 7TT394. 

Lowell Thomas, Jr. and Don Lee 
Owners/Operators 

Specializing In mounta in-glacier ftylng. Serving 
climbers, skiers, aerial sightseers, wllderness 
campers. scientists, miners and prospectors, 
fishermen and the general public. 

contact TALKEETNA AIR TAXI, INC. 
Box 73, Talkeetna , AK 99676 

Tel: (907) 733-2218 or: 
Lowell Thomas, 7022 Tanaina Or, Anchorage, AK 99502 

HAVE YOU GOT ONE? 
From Britain's No.1 Mail Order Company comes the best 
equipment catalogue you can buy. 112 colourful pages packed 
with top quality products, interesting information and sound 
advice. Get the best and forget the rest by sending £1. 25 to: 
FIELD & TREK DEPT. MC, 3 WATES WAY, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. 
Tel (O277)221259/233122/219418/'Z1O913 (24 HRS) 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS: Support your local bush pilot. Doug Geeting is 
now booking for the 1985 and 86 Mt. McKinley climbs. 
For reservations and information write to: -
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna, 99676, orcall 907.733.2366. 

MOUNTAIN TRAVEL's climbing expeditions for 1985: Pacific Northwest 
(Rainier, Baker, Glacier Peak), Alaska (McKinley), Nepal (Island Peak, Mt. 
Mera). Tibet (Changtse). Chinese Karakorum (Mt. Spender). Alps 
(Matterhorn, Mont Blanc). South America (Huascaran, Alpamayo, 
Aconcagua, and Ecuador volcanoes), plus U.S.S.R. Climbing Camps in 
the Caucasus, Pamirs and Siberian Altai. 
Send for free 1985 Schedule. Mountain Travel, 1398 Solano Avenue, 
Albany CA 94706. (415) 527-8100. 

How do you improve an old Standard? 
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Introducing the New Oval, New Light D, 
and the New Standard, from Chouinard.® 

We have never balked at making changes that would 
improve Chouinard equipment. This year we've 
reduced the gate latches on our carabiners, making 
it a cinch to clip them into old bolt hangers and 
deformed fixed pins. We've also reduced our prices, 
by streamlining production. These carabiners are the 
latest generation in a series that spans 27 years. 
They remain the only carabiners available that are 
individually tested before they reach your rack. 

The 72-page 
1985 Chouinard Catalog 

is here. $1.00 at your local 
climbing shop or write to us: 

CHOUINARD~EQUIPMENT LTD. 
PO Box 90, Ventura 93002 



--

,,STRATOS" - the first of 
a whole new generation of 
climbing ropes. 

The sophisticated, new con 
struction and materials used in 
"STRATOS" also provide for a 
high resistance against damages 
that may result from rock falls. 

Rock edge 

(D "STRATOS " 0 - ® other 
ropes 

It also incorporates these 
"state of the art" performance 
characteristics: 
- Original Everdry treatment 

allows the rope to maintain it's 
high performance levels under 
wet conditions. 

- Exceeds UIAA drop test 
requirements. 

- Highly abrasion resistant. 

But "STRATOS" is only 
the "top of the range". 

A range which includes: 
"EXTREM" 

The Everdry rope for more 
discerning climbers. 

"ULTRALIGHT" 
Leightweight Everdry rope 

that has strength and 
flexibility. 

"GENTLE" 
An Everdry rope for those 
who prefer a soft "handle". 

"VERDON" 
A new rope with a soft 

"handle" and an even softer 
price. 

Available from all good 
climbing shops. 

"STRATOS" confirms 
EDELWEISS as the leading 
manufacturer. 
EDELWEISS* 
The 1st Everdry rope 
EDELWEISS* 
The 1st 8-fall rated rope 
EDELWEISS* 
The 1st 13-fall rated rope 
EDELWEISS* 
The 1s t "Lightweight" rope 
EDELWEISS * 
The 1st and only "sharp edge" 
resistant rope. 
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• 
THE 

POLAPELT 
LIGHTWEIGHT 

Double-sided 
polyester fleece 
with high value 

insulation and 
wind resistance 

High-cut double 
'hickness collar for 
rotection against 

Choiceofs 
/ncludt!'pulli 
or zipped fro 
with wlndproo 

cuffs and 
elasticated hip 

band 

Aids evaporation 
of body moisture 

under strenuous 
outdoor activities 

Every Po/arpelt 
garment is 

stitched and 
overlocked 
together. It 

rooks and feels 
great 

Idea/for 
outdoor 

activities. 
Worn on its 

qwnorunder 
she(/ garments • Choice of 

' Hghtweight or 
heavyweight 

fleece 

Colourways: 
Grey, Navy, 

\ pilrgundy, 
P::::,n, Red, 

Slate Blue . 
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2F CRAMPONS BY GRIVEL 
THE CLAWS OF A GRIFFINI· 
THE WEIGHT OF A FEATHERI 
GR 62 CRAMPON Cramp-o-matlc 
Dua l function technical crampon; 
- semi-dgid for mixed climbing or ski 

mountaineering; 
- rigid for extreme climbing or on ice falls. 
Nickel-chrome-molybderium steel step-in system 
w ith safety strap 
Hand adjustable length: 
Sizes: I - from 35 to 42 [5½ to 8) 

II - from ~Oto 47 [7 to 12) 
Weight gr. 760 [oz. 26.80) the pa ir. 

Suggested retail price: 
U.S. $85.00 

U.S.A and Canada sole distributor 

GRIVEL 
UNCOMPROMISED QUALITY SINCE 1818 

Les Forges - Dolonne 
11013 COURMAYEUR 

(Aosta) - ltolia 

E.P. & Co., P.O. Box 630 Ste-Adele, Que., Canada J0R 1L0, tel.: (514) 229-2629, Telex 05-B3951B EPCO-STAD 

9 





the weig~t of experience 
has lightened your load 

You may be surprised to learn 
that we have changed the exterior 
on some of the models in our 
A.B. system. 
The reason for such a change 
in what is generally regarded as 
today's most advanced rucsac 
carrying system is quite simple. 

Gear reports from many of the 
major expeditions throughout the 
world carrying A.B., suggest that the 
system is unbeatable except for one 
problem - that of weight. 
Because we at Berghaus listen 
carefully to such qualified advice we 
have produced the A.B. Lite series. 
Still With all the features. Stilt With all 
the craftsmanship which goes into 
the making of a truly exceptional 
rucsac - but with one difference. 
The material. 
Instead of the normal 12oz Cordura, 
the A.B. Lite series is manufactured in 
6oz Nylon - a considerable saving in 
weight, so essential for high altitude 
climbing and walking. 
The A.B. Lite series - just one 

The A.B. System Is a Patented Berghaus design 

example of Berghaus implementing 
the findings of experienced climbers 
for the benefit of all outdoor 
enthusiasts. 
For further information and new full 
colour leaflets on all Berghaus 
products please 
write to 
Dept. L 

34 Dean street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE11PG. 
England. 
Tel: (0632) 323S61. Telex: 537728 Bghaus. G 



GREATER HIMALAYA 

Antipodean Triumph and Tragedy 
Dirty Business on Nepalese Police Clean-up 
··codger" Roger Marshall Soloes Kangchenjunga 

Everest (8848ml 
The Australian expedition to the 
North Face was successful. Base 
and an Advanced Base under the 
face were established in the late 
monsoon in August. Fixed ropes 
were used to 7300m and three 
camps on the face, with Camp 3 
at 7500m. The route took the face 
between the Japanese North 
Face route to the Hornbein 
Couloir and the North Ridge, with 
steep and dangerous ground low 
down. By the end of September 
post monsoon weather 
consolidated conditions. On 
September 28 Lincoln Hall, Tim 
Macartney Snape, Andy 
Henderson and Greg Mortimer 
went up to Camp 2 (6900m), and 
after two days moved up to 
7500m. Next day they climbed 
the Great Couloirto Camp 4 at 
8150m and had a 'bad night'. 
Mortimer and Macartney Snape 
led on October 3 1984, over 
awkward mixed ground. Lincoln 
Hall turned back with cold hands 
and feet, the others pushed on, 
though Andy Henderson lagged 
with a broken crampon. The lead 
pair reached the top, finishing up 
the West Ridge, but Henderson 
turned back just short of the 
summit. It was a major feat by a 
small expedition, a new route 
without oxygen by the first 
Australian group to make the 
attempt. 
On the West Ridge a six member 
party led by Peter Hillary included 
4Australians and 2 New 
Zealanders. Of the Australians, 
Fred From (28) had been three 
times to 8000m and was arguably 
Australia's most experienced 
climber to that altitude. Rod · 
Mackenzie (22), John Muir and 
Craig Nottle were younger. The 
other New Zea lander was Kim 
Logan, an experienced alpinist 
with hard new routes, on his first 
· Himalayan trip. They took the 
original American 1963 route to 
the West Ridge, with Camp 1 
above the Khumbu lcefall and 2 
at 6553m set up on September 
10. The first to try the West Ridge 
post-monsoon, they spent · 
September 18-23 setting up 
Camp 3 (7468m). Indifferent 
weather held up progress for a 
week on the r.iqge, and on 
October 1, Hillary and Mackenzie 
were narrowly missed by an 
·avalanche. . 
Subsequently in superb weather 
all six reached a bivouac camp at 

. 7825m on October 8, showing 
good acclimatization. 
Next day all but Mackenzie set off 
at 2.30am, but strengthening 
wind caused Hillary, Muir and 
Nottle to return unroped from 
8140m. At 7.30am about 100m 
above the camp, Craig Nottle 
slipped from what Hillary 
described as a "perfect 35-40 
degree crampon slope", falling 
430m from near the Hornbein 
Couloir. From and Logan were 
still climbing at a difficult step at 
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8200m and saw the fal I. Close to 
the site of the accident From 
slipped on ice and fell to his 
death down the North Face. 
The expedition then left the 
mountain, a sad end to a 
promising and bold modern 
attempt. 
An eight member Dutch 
expedition led by Herman Plugg 
made the first Dutch ascent of 
Everest by the South Col Route, 
using fifteen sherpas and 
oxygen. Bart Vos (23) is reported 
to have gone to the summit alone 
on October 8 after the 
expedition's only woman 
member, Mariska Mourik (26), 
turned back at about 8600m 
when her oxygen ran out, and 
Ganesh Gu rung stopped at the 
South Summit. Vos' oxygen 
supply is believed to have run 
out, or nearly so, at the South 
Summit, and he left his pack and 
went to the top without it. The 
expedition suffered delays in 
early September when the police 
team barred them from using 
their route through the lcefall to 
Camp 2. 
A large Czechoslovakian party of 
15 climbers, 2 doctors and 2 
journalists at Base Camp 
ascended the South Pillar by the 
same route as the Poles in Spring 
1980. Zoltan Demjan and Josef 
Psotka (50) (apologies for 
mispelling this name in Mountain 
100) reached the summit with 
Ang Rita on October 15 without 
oxygen. They descended the 
South East Ridge to the South Col 
and then the Lhotse Face. Psotka 
stopped for a time at the Col 
while the others continued, 
reaching Camp 2 in the Cwm in 
the night. Psotka fell during the 
descent of the Lhotse Face, and 
his body was detected in a 
crevasse at about 7200m near 
Camp 3. The descent w~s not set 
up with stocked camps, and 
oxygen was not used by any of · 
the expedition members except 
one who was seriously ill. 
Sherpas (9) were used above 
Base Camp. 
Josef Psotka was a climber 
whose ability seemed to grow 
with the years. On May 20 1981 
he repeated the Japanese Route 
on Kangchenjunga without 
oxygen. He intended Everest to 
be the culmination of his 
climbing career. "There in the 
heights", he said, "the alpinist is 
continually in motion on the . 
border of to be or.not to be. But 
returning home he better knows 
what is to be the substance of his 
life". 
The Czechoslovakian summit 
party had some doubts about the 
Dutch ascent of the previous 
week. They thought Vos had 
claimed to see nothing on the 
summit, and had said that he 
used two fixed ropes at the 
Hillary Step. They found an 
oxygen bottle at the summit and 
no old fixed ropes at the step, and 

claimed that earlier footprints 
went only to the South Summit. 
Their speculation was that 
sudden oxygen deprivation 
befuddled Vos. However he 
claimed to have reached the top 
at 4.30 after a 14 hour climb from 
the South Col, and also said that 
he left there a camera, an oxygen 
mask and a micro film with the 
names of all who helped on the 
climb. Possibly Czechoslovakian 
speculations were fuelled by his 
feeling unwell during the descent 
when he was given oxygen at 
Camp 2. 
On the Chinese Side of Everest, 
Phil Ershler (23) reached the top 
alone on October 20. The 
American Rainier party was led 
by Lou W. Whittaker, twin brother 
of the first ascensionist of the 
West Ridge in 1963, Jim. It 
commemorated Marty Hoey, 
who died on the Kangshung Face 
attempt in 1982. John Roskelly 
went with him to their high camp 
at 8100m without oxygen, but 
had to turn back at 8535m. Jim 
Wickwire got to 8230m on a 
summittry on October 19 and 
stayed in support in their high 
camp. They took the North Col 
Route to 7300m then traversed 
the North Face to the Great 
Couloirwhich they followed to its 
head. 
Most extraordinary was the 
Nepal Police clean-up expedition. 
Either "a blatant and 
irresponsible attempt to climb 
Everest without permission using 
large sums of money 
fraudulently extracted from 
(culpably gullible!) foreigners 
under the pretence of a "clean
up", or" An expression of deep 
concern for the sanctity of the 
high Himalaya and a courageous 
attempt to rescue Sagamartha 
from the shroud of defilinQ trash 
left there by uncaring foreign 
climbers", it remained 
ambiguous and controversial 

'- throughout. Led by police 
inspector Yogendra Thapa (36) it 
consisted of 18 Nepalis and 3 
Americans including Dick Bass 
(54) of Dallas, who aimed to 
climb the highest peaks of all 
seven continents. Supposed only 
to have permission to go to the 
South Col, they impeded the 
Dutch expedition in early 
September by preventing them 
using their lcefall route. Ten 
members working in a relay 
cleared 45 baskets of garbage 
from the mountain below Camp t 
by September 15. Bass had 
contributed $150,000 to the 
expedition and hoped to be 
allowed to go to the top with 
Garry Neptune and David 
Brashiers, both of whom had 
climbed the mountain before, but 
the permission expressly forbade 
this before September 15, and 
when it was extended to the 
police party after October 15 did 
not include the Americans. 
Meanwhile another American, 

Richard Salisbury, came armed 
with permission for the South 
Face of Lhotse, but was attracted 
with his two companions into the 
Western Cwm at the cost of a 
'clean up' donation. About 
September 15 the expedition 
pulled back to allow free access 
to the Dutch and 
Czechoslovakians as agreed and 
the Americans returned 
frustrated until Yogendra Thapa 
returned by helicopter with 
permission to attempt the 
summit for Nepalis only on 
October 19. By the 23rd he joined 
Ang Dorje Sherpa at Camp 4 on 
the South Col, and next day they 
went up the SE Ridge, overtly to 
remove the body of Mrs. 
Hannelore Schmatz from about 
8400m. Ang Dorje had last been 
to the summit with Bachendri Pal 
on May 241984, his second 
ascent (the first being with the 
Germans in 1978). At 9.45 am 
they made radio contact from 
8230m. Their bodies, entangled 
in climbing ropes, were sighted 
next day by a search party. 
Dick Bass gave a press 
conference in Kathmandu on 
October 26, stating that he had 
come on the invitation of Thapa. 
He had been allowed to Camp 2 
on a couple of occasions. 
Whoever was responsible, 
Thapa's death probably let many 
people off the hook, while large 
sums of money remain 
unaccounted for. Bass also 
claimed lack of knowledge of the 
mountaineering regulations. 
Everest is fully booked until 1997. 

Kangchenjunga (8598ml 
On October 18, Roger Marshall 
(43) reached the top by the 
South-West Face route alone 
without oxygen. During 33 days 
at Base Camp or above he set up 
camps at 20,400, 23,288 and 
25,420 ft. There were Polish and 
French parties lower down with 
fixed ropes which he made some 
use of. A first attempt on October 
12 ended at 8000m with a retreat 
in bad weather and slight 
frostbite. Conditions improved 
and he reached the top on 
October 18 after 15 hours 
climbinQ from Camp 3. His Gaz 
stove failed that day and he was 
without water for 36 hours. On 
the descent he fell 1 Om at about 
8382m in darkness, injuring one 
leg. After some food at Camp 2 
he descended with diffic;ulty to 
Base Camp, and later had a 
cartilage removed from his left 
knee. He was accompanied to 
Base by trekkers and Cindy 
Cannell who took photographs to 
Camp 1. 
Marshall lives in Colorado 
Springs, and has British and 
Canadian nationality. A one time 
Langdale habitue (The Dodger) 
he was a contemporary of Mick 
Burke, another notable high 
mountain late developer before 
his disappearance on Everest. 



After some earlier frustrations, 
notagly during the Canadian 
Everest Expedition, this first 
Canadian ascent in an attempt to 
repeat Beghin's feat of 1983 
represents a great come-back. 

Yalung Kang South Face (8505ml 
The 10-man Polish-Sp1;1nish 
expedition achieved tlie first 
ascent of the impressive central 
buttress of the Ya lung Kang 
South Face. The party was 
organised by the Poznan High 
Mountain Club and was 
composed ofTadeusz Karolczak 
(leader), Grzegorz Benke (doctor), 
Leszek Cichy, Przemyslaw 
Piasecki, Roman Tuliszka, 
Wojciech Wroz, Jerzy Zietek, 
Marek Zierhoffer and the 
Spaniards (Basques) Luis 
Zuloaga and Francisco Chavarry. 
Porter strikes made the approach 
troublesome and 27 days long. 
Base Camp was set up at 5200m 
on September 7, 1984, although 
last loads arrived on the 12th. 
Advanced Base was established 
at5500m. 
It was decided to follow the 
prominent central buttress (pillar, 
rib). On September 14 Camp 1 
(6250ml was set up. A steep part 
of the glacier was secured with 
700m of rope. On September 21 
Camp 2 (6700ml was placed 
beneath the buttress, but had to 
be moved next day due to 
avalanche danger. This was the 
starting point of 1500m of 
difficult climbing. Low down, 
steep snow and ice fields close to 

· the left of the buttress were 
followed by the rocky buttress 
direct. The route proved much 
more difficult than expected, with 
vertical rock bands (UIAA grade V 
and more). 1600m of rope was 
fixed. On September 29 Camp 3 
(7450ml was placed in an 
exposed position. On October 6 
Karolczak and Wroz established 
Camp 4 (7800ml. The 7th was 
fine, and they left for the summit. 
Even over 8000m they climbed 
some hard sections demanding 
absolute concentration, arriving 
on top of Yalung Kang at 2 pm, 
being the 18th and 19th men on 
this peak. The weather was windy 
and they stood on the summit 
only a few minutes. The Austrian 
Route was used for descent, now 
occupied by the French 
expedition. 
Three other teams were ready to 
start towards the summit, and on 
October 10 the climb was 
repeated by Leszek Cichy and 
Przemyslaw Piasecki. This team 
also descended by the Austrian 
Route. The continuous good 
weather lasted until after the 
second ascent, when a 
deterioration of conditions forced 
the two other teams to give up 
their plans. 
This new route of the highest 
standard was completed without 
supplementary oxygen and 
without help of Sherpas. The 
length of the route, extreme 
exposure, continuous difficulty 
and independence of line make it 
a very serious Himalayan 
undertaking. During the 
expedition two accidents occured 
but without tragic consequence. 
On September 21 an avalanche 
buried Camp 2 which was 
uninhabited. Two weeks later, 
while abseiling on the buttress, 
one climber fell when a rope 
broke, but luckily was uninjured. 
The cc,-operation of the French 

expedition was friendly and 
productive. 
Wojciech Wroz (born 1942), a 
natural philosopher, made the 
first ascent of the unclimbed 
Kangchenjunga South (8476ml in 
1978. Leszek Cichy (born 1951 ), a 
high school teacher, did a new 
route in 1975 on Gasherbrum II 
(8035ml and on February 17, 
1980, was the first to reach the 
top of Mount Everest in winter. 
The successful French party was 
led by Bernard Muller. Base 
Camp was at 5200m. The team 
started up the German-Austrian 
Route of 1975 and established 
three camps: at 6200, 7100 and 
7800m. The ice falls in the lower 
section were secured with 1000m 
of rope - in collaboration with the 
Polish party. From October 8 - 10 
Yalung Kang was climbed 
(separately) by Jean Coudray 
(42), Gerard Bretin (37) and 
Anselma Baud (36) . Coudray, a 
teacher from Chamonix, reached 
the summit during one day from 
Camp 2 on October 8. Baud 
reached the summit on October 
10 and skied down from Camp 3. 
After a week of bad weather, on 
October 20, the summit was 
reached by Bernard Muller (32) 
and Miss Laurence de la Ferriera 
(27). The expedition members 
payed all expenses themselves. 
Yalung Kang has been climbed 
by 6 expeditions and 26 or 27 
mountaineers (7 Japanese, 5 
Germans, 5 Frenchmen, 4 
Austrians, 4 Poles and 1 or 2 
Mexicans). The first ascent was 
made by Yutaka Agata and Takao 
Matsuda on May 14, 1973. During 
Spring 1985 Yalung Kang will be 
attempted by a Yugoslav 
expedition. 
Dhaulagiri (8172ml 
The twenty member expedition 
led by Jiri Novak succeeded on 
the dangerous and previously 
unclimbed West Face. At 4500m 
it is probably the highest face on 
Earth. 
The route follows a natural line 
up a pillar on the left side of the 
face. Due to bad weather 
conditions, the summit was 
reached after nearly 60 days 
spent in Base Camp. 
Camp 1 (4700ml was established 
on September 3 and sub-snow
line ascents to Camp 1 were 
accompanied by heavy rain. 
Camp 2 (5500ml was established 
on September 16. The first 
dangerous section of the route 
was between Camps 1 and 2 -
crossing a 200 metre wide 
avalanche prone couloir. Camp 3 
was established at 6400m at the 
top of the pillar on September 21. 
A snow field with a band of 
seracs led to the little saddle on 
the North West Ridge. Camp 4 
(6900ml was established on 
October 1 under the last of the 
seracs - the traverse beneath the 
seracs being the second 
dangerous section. Camp 5 was 
made in the saddle (7600ml on 
October 5. From there, old fixed 
ropes were found. 
The summit attempt was made 
by four members ofthe team at 
the end of October. Two reached 
Camp 5 after 3 days from B.C., 
but were forced to return to 
Camp 4 by a very strong wind. 
The following day, Jan Simon, 
Jaryk Stejskal and Karel Jakes 
repeated the attempt. They 
reached 7900m and made a 
bivouac in a snow cave. The 
youngest member of the team, 25 

The South Face of Yalung Kang, (8505m) showing the Polish Route. 
Photo: Leszek Cichy. 

year old Jan Simon, was on the 
summit at 10.30 am, and met the 
others on his descent. He showed 
the Grenoble flag left on the 
summit by the French expedition 
(Pierre Beghin and Eric Roche) on 
October 4. Jaryk Stejskal and 
Karel Jakes reached the summit 
half an hour later. Simon hurried 
down to Camp 5, but did not 
reach the place of bivouac - he 
probably slipped on the ridge and 
fell down the West Face, though 
his body has not been found. 
For Stejskal it was the second 
8000m peak in 1984 after the 
South Face of Lhotse Shar, an 
expedition of which Jakes was 
also a member. 
In contrast Pierre Beghin (33) and 
Jean Noel-Roche did the South 
West Spur route lightweight 
style, accompanied to Base Camp 
in the Mayangdi Khola by Anne 
Beghin and Claude and Melanie 
Roche, Dr. Jean Lou Cartier and 
two TV-men. They were helped to 
an advance base and their first 
bivouac by two high altitude 
porters. Base Camp was set up 
on September 15, Camp 1 on the 
21st at 5600m, and a bivouac at 
6400m to which ropes were fixed. 
After two further bivouacs at 
7000 and 7400m on October 2 
and 3 they reached the top on the 
4th at 1.30 after crossing the 3 
kilometre plateau and were back 
in Base on the 6th after Beghin's 
third 8000m ascent. 
The climb.was first done in 1978 
by a heavyweight Japanese 
expediton of 12 climbers and 
additional Sherpas. 5000m from 
bottom to top, there are rock 
difficulties (V+) low down and 
some steep ice comparable, it is 

claimed, to the North Face of the 
Eckpfeiler buttress on Mont 
Blanc. 
Another French expedition 
attempted Dhaulagiri II. Two 
members, Benoit Chamoux and 
Georges Siehap reached 6800m 
on October 5, but retreated. They 
had hoped to make a ski descent, 
and had also hoped to ascend 
Dhaulagiri V, but had to drop the 
latter because of the sudden 
•increase in costs imposed by 
HMG. Nepal. 

Annapurna 1 (8078ml 
The Swiss expedition led by 
Frank Tschirky made the first 
ascent of the East Ridge. Erhard 
Loretan and Norbert Joos 
reached the East Summit on 
October 23 and then traversed 
the Middle and Main Summits 
and descended the North Face, in 
the first traverse of the mountain 
by any route. From a snow cave 
at 7425m (C4) on the 23rd they 
traversed the East Summit and 
made a first bivouac at the col 
between the East and Middle 
Summits. A se.cond bivouac was 
made after reaching the Main 
Summit, at 7000m on the North 
Face, and a third at 5000m. After 
pitching base camp on 
September 17 no Sherpas or 
oxygen were used on the 
mountain. For Loretan it is the 
sixth and for Joos the third 
8000m peak. 
Pierre-Alain Steiner and Jean 
Triollet (Swiss) tried a new route . 
left of the French 1983 attempt on 
the West Face. On October 12 
they reached 7600m on the West 
Face at the shoulder of the NW 
Ridge, climbing alpine style. As 
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The West Face of Dhaulagiri (8167m} Czechoslovak Route marked, French Ridge to the right. Photo: Jiri Novak . . 

bad weather approached they 
retreated down the North Face, 
suffering a 200m fall at one point 
in which Steiner lost his rucsac. 
They succeeded in completing 
the descent. During the ascent 
they·had some bad conditions, 
caused by high wind and nil 
visibility. Much of the route was 
high angle ice. 
Nil Bohigas and Enric Lucas from 
Barcelona completed the 
MacIntyre Route and reached the 
Middle Summit on October 3 
after 7 days continuous climbing. 
They descended by a line close to 
that of the 1981 Polish Route, 
taking 15 hours to get from 
7800m to 5600m on October 4. 
This too was a formidable alpine 
style ascent followed by a bold 
choice of alternative descent. 

Annapurna 2 (7937ml 
A Japanese (Osaka) party tried 
the South West Ridge. This new 
route proved very dangerous 
from falling seracs and stones 
and they only reached 5100m. 

Annapurna 3 (7555ml 
The Chosun University Alpine 
Club Expedition led by Ko Kwang 
Soo tried the SW Face. Two of the 
South Koreans, Kyoung Joo Choi 
and Byung Kyn So, reached 
6650m on October 28. Choi had 
been hit by an ice avalanche that 
day and had a cut face and much 
equipment, including fixing rope, 
had been stolen, making the 
route more difficult, so the 
expedition was abandoned. 
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Annapurna 4 (7406ml 
A 1 O member party of French, 
Germans and Swiss tried the NW 
Ridge Normal Route reaching 
6400m on October 6. Led by 
Harve Thivierge (Chamonix) they 
were then delayed by bad 
weather and gave up on October 
15. 

Annapurna South (7219ml 
Mark Udall, Pete Athans, Paul 
Parker, Steve Monfredo and Dr. 
Michael Young from Colorado 
USA climbed Annapurna Dakshin 
by the 1976 Hong Kong Route on 
the East Face. After acclimatizing 
by climbing Tarpu Chuli (Tent 
Peak) they established 4 camps 
up to 6550m between October 13 
and 21, and reached the top on 
October 22, following a line right 
of the large icefall between 
Hiunchuli and the North Summit 
of Annapurna Dakshin. Difficult 
ice climbing was encountered 
especially on the serac ridge 
which intersected the main ridge 
between the North and Central 
Summits. From there they had to 
climb over the Central Summit to 
the highest South Summit. 

Cho Oyu (8201ml 
The difficult South Buttress was 
the objective of a Slovenian 
expedition from Slovenska 
Bistrica (Yugoslavia). Members 
were Marjan Freser (31 ), Francek 
Knez (29), Matjaz Pecovnik (22, 
leader), Milan Romih (24) and 
Danilo Tic (23). The team lost a 

week waiting for luggage. Base 
Camp (5300ml was set up in late 
September, 5 km from the face. 
On October 1, 1984, bivouac 1 
was arranged at the foot of the 
face. Bivouac 2 (6600ml the team 
hacked out of ice. The 3000m 
high South Face was much more 
difficult that they had thought 
from distant observation. A 
variation to the left failed, after 
the lower section was found to be 
too dangerous, owing to ice 
avalanches and falling stones; 
two members suffered injury. A 
1400m, 60° pillar followed (called 
the "Cathedral") with difficulty. 
After free climbing initially, the 
team was forced to fix ropes in 
the frustrating continuously 
windy weather. In early 
November a last attempt was 
made, led by Francek Knez, who 
managed to reach easy terrain at 
7700m, but violent storms of 130 
km/h made further progress 
impossible. On November 3 the 
attempt was abandoned. 
The Yugoslav party had 
overcome all the major 
difficulties of the South Face but 
could not reach the summit, a 
repeat of the South Face of 
Lhotse expedition in 1981 . The 
South Buttress of Cho Oyu 
remains a "last great problem". 

Khumbu P&aks 
Luis Belvis's Catalan expedition 
succeeded on the SW Face of Cho 
Oyu. Llasera and Valles reached 
the top with Sham bu Tamang 
and Ang Marma Sherpa on 

September 29 and Jordi Pons 
and Jean Clemenson (French) 
wentto the summit next day. The 
route is the same as that taken by 
Messner and by the 
Czechoslovakian women in 
spring 1984. 
Four camps were set up and Pons 
and Clemenson bivouacked 
above Camp 4 for their summit 
bid. There were three Nepalese 
members and in all 3 Sherpas 
and two Tamangs went above 
base camp, and two more 
Sherpas to a depot below Camp 
1. 

Gaurishankar (7145ml 
The Japanese Alpine Club 
Goodwill expedition led by 
Michio Yuasa comprised 13 
climbers and six members who 
came to repair a bridge and 
school. Four Japanese and two 
Nepalese, Atsushi Furuhata, 
Kiyohiko Suzuki, Yasuhira Saito 
Kazuo Yamamoto, Nima Dawa 
Tamang and Ang Dawa Tamang 
reached the South Summit by the 
unclimbed South-East Ridge, 
using 3 fixed camps and two 
bivouacs above Base, but could 
not continue to the main summit 
because of lack of ti me. 

Himalchuli (7893ml 
Michael Yager, Dan Lang made, 
Rick Jackson (USA) and Perna 
Dorje Sherpa reached the top on 
October 22, in the first autumn 
ascent. They made three camps 
and one bivouac on the 



previously unclimbed SW Ridge. 
Perna Dorje was first to the top. 

Cholatse (6542ml 
Todd Bibler (USA) led a 4 
member expedition. With 
Catherine Freer he climbed the 
rock corner forming the East 
Ridge of Lobuche East (6119m) 
reaching the top on October 28 
after 4 days. Meanwhile Renny 
Jackson and Sandy Steward 
climbed Lobuche East by the first 
ascent route. On October 30 they 
all started Cholatse's North Face, 
taking a ramp system to a green 
gully. They then climbed a crest 
right of the gully to a bowl and ice 
mushrooms on the summit ridge. 
The climbing was difficult rock, 
water ice, dangerous ice 
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mushrooms and much steep 
rotten unprotected snow ice. 
Route finding was difficult, taking 
7 days in ascent and 2 to descend 
the Swiss Route. It is notable that 
the use of Lobuche East under 
trekking peak regulations 
probably greatly helped in their 
final success. 

Jannu (7902ml 
Five of the six members of a 
Swiss expedition repeated the 
French 1962 Route alpine style 
insofar as they used no fixed 
ropes, no fixed camps, no 
Sherpas and no bottled oxygen. 
They did make two pushes, the 
first of which reached 6200m 
before a retreat to rest. On 
October 25 after 3 bivouacs 

Daniel Anker and Bruno 
Rankwiler reached the top while 
George Rubin was forced to 
come down by altitude sickness 
at the top bivouac. Martin 
Fischer, Christian van Almen and 
Andreas Leibunggut succeeded 
two days later. This was the first 
Swiss ascent. 

Kang-Guru (6981 m) 
South Koreans Hee Dong Park 
and Yong Duk Yang climbed the 
West Face reaching the top on 
September 19. 

Lobuje West (6145ml 
The Osaka Alpine Club expediton 
led byTamotsu Chnishi climbed 
the mountain for the first time by 
the East Ridge. Yuji Kamakura 

Top: Manaslu from the S.E. 
Polish Route marked with Camp 
2 and bivouac. 
Photo: John Cleare. 
Below: Karun Koh, (7350m) 
showing line of Austrian Route. 

and Yoshihiro Taguchi climbed 
the mountain, using 1 camp and 
1 bivouac and reaching the top of 
September 28. The other 
members helped in making a 
route through the lower icefall to 
Camp 1. 

Thamserku (6623ml 
A six member South Korean 
expedition did a new route via 
the East Face to the South Ridge. 
After setting up three camps, two 
members, Chang Jae Shin and 
Jong Baek Ro, and two Sherpas, 
Ang Dorje and Ang Temba, 
reached the top on September 
27. 

Nuptse NW Summit (7720ml 
Raymond Renaud's French 
expedition climbed the NW 
Summitfrom the south, a new 
route. In four parties 8 French and 
6 Sherpas reached the top on 15, 
19, 20 and 21 October. One 
Sherpani was among the Nepalis 
to reach the top, which is 
probably an altitude record for 
Nepali women. She was 
'inexperienced before this climb, 
but some training was given'. No 
attempt was made to traverse the 
main summit which was thought 
too far away on a windy exposed 
ridge. 

Lhotse Shar (8282ml 
The Anglo-Canadian expedition 
of 5 members was led by Adrian 
Burgess. They first tried the 
South Ridge, reaching 6800m in 
late September. The route proved 
too difficult without fixed ropes, 
or Sherpas in support, so they 
changed to the South East Ridge, 
reaching 6250m on October 6. 
The climbing proved technically 
exacting and seemed to require 
more fixed ropes than they had 
intended to use to ensure retreat. 
The three previous ascents have 
involved large teams, thousands 
of metres of fixed rope, Sherpa 
help and bottled oxygen. They 
'bailed out' on October 6. 

Manaslu (8163ml 
An 8-man Polish party organized 
by the Wroclaw High Mountain 
Club added a new route to 
Manaslu by the South Ridge from 
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the Pungen ulacier. The climbing 
team comprised Janusz Kulis 
(leader), Alexander Lwow, 
Andreas Muller (Swiss), Krzysztof 
Pankiewicz, Krzyztof Wielicki and 
Ludwik Wilczynski. They left 
Gorkha with 85 porters on 
September 2 and reached the 
Pungen Valley on September 13. 
Base Camp was established at 
4250m on the moraine of the 
Pungen Glacier. Advanced Base 
(4850ml followed next day, 
September 14. They aimed to 
finish the Polish route tried in 
1980, which reached 6300m. 
Camp 1 (5650ml was established 
on September 17 below the big 
couloir leading to the col 
between Manaslu and P29. The 
lower section was of moderate 
difficulty but exposed to 
avalanche hazard. On September 
28 an auxiliary tent was pitched 
at 6200m. The upper section of 
the 1000m couloir was steeper 
and presented great difficulties. 
1200m of rope was fixed in the 
upper part. The ascent of the 
couloir took two weeks. On 
October 7 the Pungen La was 
reached (6750m -first ascent) and 
next day Camp 2 was 
established. The weather turned 
bad for'8 days. On October 18 
Wielicki and Wilczynski made a 
high reconnaissance. They 
climbed first via steep snow 
fields left from the South Ridge. 
At 7250m they turned right and 
climbed via the South East Face 
reaching a high point of some 
7400m and returned to Camp 2. 
On October 19 a 4-man team 
started from Camp 2 towards the 
summit. At 7350m they spent the 
night in one tent. Next morning 
(October 20) at 4.30 am 
Aleksander Lwow and Krzysztof 
Wielicki left this camp for the 
summit. They climbed unroped 
via steep snow fields and strips 
using the rope only twice on 
vertical obstacles. Above 8000m 
the South Ridge was regained 
and the summit of Manaslu 
reached at 12.45. 
The Polish pair made the 67th 
and 68th ascents of Manaslu 
completing the fifth route on the 
peak. They had no high altitude 
porters and climbed without 
supplementary oxygen. The 
upper part of the route is of 
moderate difficulty but the 
couloir section is very hard and 
dangerous. The South Ridge line 
was attempted by four previous 
expeditions: Polish in the 
springtime 1980 (up to 6300in), 
Yugoslav in spring 1983 (up to 
7100m, 2 members killed), West 
German in autumn 1983 (to 
7500ml and Yugoslav in spring 
1984. Of these, only the Polish 
team tried to climb the mountain 
from the Pungen Glacier. 
An Italian/Swiss party led by Cesa 
Bianchi were unsuccessful on the 
original route on the NE Face. 
Camp 5 at 7500m was 
established and 4 Swiss 
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members, the leader, his wife 
and the sirdar were there two 
nights, but fierce winds forced 
retreat. 

Makalu (8470ml 
Romolo Nottaris (Swiss) was 
accompanied on the initial stages 
by two companions, and one put 
in some fixed rope and dropped 
his sac at 6850m. Nottaris . 
climbed the West Face to the NW 
Ridge by the same route as the 
Polish soloist Jerzy Kukuc.zka 
(1981) and descended the normal 
route and the West Face. He had 
2 camps, followed by 2 bivouacs 
in ascent, reaching the top on 
September 29. On September 30 
he descended from a bivouac at 
7500m to 5350m (Base Camp) in 
a bold traverse of the mountain, 
being met at 5800m by two 
Sherpas. A Spanish (Cordoba) 
expedition led by Antonio Luna 
Rodriguez reached 7500m on the 
North West Ridge on October 10, 
but were defeated by strong 
winds. In descent, Mario 
Blasevich, a Canadian, stopped at 
Camp 3 at 7400m while the other 
three continued. On October 12 
he had a 'stupid accident' in 
which a crampon caught in his 
trousers and he fell 300m, 
landing within 20m of Camp 2. 
The others were at first unaware 
of the accident, but on the 14th 
found him at Camp 2 with a knee 
injury and serious frostbite. His 
evacuation took the remainder of 
·the team's strength . 

Varah Shikhar (Fang) 
Scott Fischer, Wesley Krause and 
Joe Hladic tried to climb the West 
Ridge. Hladic turned back at 
6000m with altitude sickness. The 
others continued, with Camp 3 at 
6400m on October 3 and Camp 4 
at 6850m on October 6. After a 
four day storm, with supplies 
exhausted they reached 7320m, 
but were unable to camp and had 
to retreat to Base Camp, which 
they reached on October 15 after 
21 days on the route. 

Lobuche South East (6119ml 
The first expedition organised by 
Nepalese women was successful. 
A 15 member party from the 
Nepal Pol ice Mountaineering and 
Adventure Foundation was led by 
Mrs. Basundhara Lama (42). The 
ascent was training for a 
women's attempt on Annapurna 
Ill planned for this spring. On 
August 31 Base Camp was 
pitched at 4750m. Camp 1 
(5500ml was set up on 
September 5. On September 11 
at 6.30 am Mrs. Lama and Miss 
Shanti Basnet (19) left Camp 1 
and reached the summit at 10 
am. It is rumoured that a second 
summit team followed. The party 
did cleaning work along the 
Everest trail, collecting more than 
15 loads of garbage. 
The summit of Lobuche 
Southeast (6119m) over the 

Khum bu Valley was first climbed 
in April 1984 by Lawrence Nelson 
(USA) and the Sherpa Ang 
Gyalzen (from the south east). 

Nepal 
Winter 1984/5 
Though 19 expeditions took 
place, their success rate was 
lower than 1983/4, and there 
were serious accidents. 

Kangchenjunga (8586ml 
Chris Chandler (USA) (36) and his 
wife Louise Bremer Kemp (39) 
reached 7877m climbing alpine 
style on the North Face on 
January 15, 1985. Chandler 
suffered cerebral pain and they 
began to descend, but he is 
reported to have died suddenly 
only a few meters below. With 
help from Sirdar Mangalsingh 
Tamang, Kemp managed to get 
his body to Base Camp in four 
days, but she suffered frostbite 
injuries in her fingers and toes, as 
did Mangalsingh Tamang. 

Jannu (7902ml 
Ki-Heyg Kim's winter expedition 
was successful by the French 
Route with a variation. Kim 
reached the top on December 9 
with 2 sherpas, Ang Dorje and 
Lhakpa Gelbu, despite strong 
winds. They had four camps 
above base and thus succeeded 
in making the first winter ascent 
of the mountain. 

Pumori (7161ml 
The American expedition to the 
South Ridge met disaster when 
Richard Pierce (26) and Richard 
Wilson (30) disappeared on 
December 13 after reaching the 
summit. They died in the sudden 
and early change to' January 
weather' which occurred at this 
time. Other members searched 
for three days without success, 
according to Steven G. 
Jorgenson (35), the expedition 
leader. 

Annapurna 1 (8091 m) 
A South Korean expedition has 
claimed a w inter ascent of the 
mountain by the east side of the 
North Face. The ten member 
party was led by An Chan Yeul. 
One Korean climber set off with 
Sherpas for the summit from 
Camp 4 on December 7. A French 
party on the west side of the 
North Face remained in some 
doubt as to whether they truly 
succeeded, estimating that they 
were still two hours from the top 
at a sighting after 8 hours 
climbing and stating that the 
adverse wind conditions, 
'summit photo' near Base Camp 
and Sherpa opinion indicated 
that success was in doubt. 
Two major points arise from this 
winter's experience. High winds 
and a drop in temperature came 
earlier than usual, on December 
14 rather than later in the month 
as ha~oened last year. The winds 

were exceptional, damaging 
houses in some areas and 
making climbing very difficult, 
stopping the Burgess twins on 
Arna Dablam and perhaps 
accounting for the loss of the two 
Americans on Pumori. Two 
Sherpas were also lost on 
Annapurna, though details are 
not yet known. These conditions 
favoured climbers who were in 
position very early or 
exceptionally fast after the start 
of the winter season on 
December 1. Serious doubts arise 
about the status of so called 
winter ascents where numerous 
preparations have been 
undertaken on the mountain 
before the winter began. On 
Annapurna the South Koreans 
had Camp 4 set up before the end 
of November, and it is likely that 
Jannu was similarly prepared, as 
the ascent was made on 
December 9. Such ascents 
remain great feats, and similar 
'early starts' have happened 
before, but are they winter 
ascents? 

Winter Ascents Supplement 
Dhaulagiri (8167ml 
A Polish expedition from Silesia 
made the second winter ascent of 
the mountain. Andrzej Czok and 
Jerzy Kukuczka reached the top 
of January 21 1985 as members 
of a group led by Dr. Adam 
Bilczewski. The Poles emphasise 
that this ascent was made in the 
'calendar winter season' from 
December 21 to March 20 and 
that in these terms this is the first 
winter ascent, as the Japanese 
first ascent was completed by 
December 131983. This is not 
recognised as the official winter 
in Nepal (December 1 to February 
15) but does ensure that climbers 
encounter 'true' winter 
conditions as the weather is 
always worse after Christmas, 
with more snow and lower 
temperatures in almost all 
seasons, including this one. 

Cho Oyu (8153ml 
Andrzej Zawada's Polish 
Canadian expedition was also 
successfu I by the SE Face Route. 
They set up 5 camps and 
encountered much bad weather. 
Maciej Berbeka and Maciej 
Pawlikowski reached the top on 
February 12 and 2 or 3 days later 
Zygmunt A Henrich and Jerzy 
Kukucza repeated the ascent. 
This was the first winter ascent of 
the mountain, and Kukucza's 
eighth 8000m peak. Only 
Messner has done more. 

Island Peak (lmja Tse) (6183ml 
Koji Ishida (32) and Hideoh Uzu 
(26) of the Yamaguchi Prefecture 
Mountaineering Federation set 
up Base Camp on December 25 
and another on the 26th (5650m). 
Thus far they were accompanied 
by Hisako Mizoguchi (32, female) 
but they became sick and went 
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down to B.C. Ishida and Uzu 
climbed the mountain on the 29th 
from B.C., leaving at 2.40am and 
reaching the top at 3.1 O in the 
afternoon. 
Parties failed on Arna Dablam 
(Anglo-Canadian and Japanese); 
Himlung Himal (7126m) 
Japanese, Annapurna 1 by the 
British 1970 route (Japanese, 
gave up at 7300m); Annapurna 
South and Dhaulagiri I 
(Japanese). 
Very bad weather in December 
destroyed some hopes, and 
another spate of harsh conditions 
in January defeated all but the 
toughest and best equipped 
materialy and psycholocially 
expeditions. 

INDIA 
CB54 (6096ml 
A British party explored and 
climbed in the region between 
CB54 and KR5 in September, 
photographing a number of 
unclimbed peaks and at first 
failing in attempts to climb CB54 
and KR5, in the latter case at 
5944m because of loose rock and 
storms. Robin Hamer then 
succeeded in climbing CB54 with 
a local porter Lal Chand, reaching 
the top on September 14 in a 9½ 
hour push up a steep gully swept 
by rockfall. This is believed to be 
the first ascent of the mountain 
and other possibilities exist in the 
area. 

Gangotri 
Bhagirathi Ill (6455ml 
The Spanish route of May 1984 
was repeated alpine style in 8½ 
days between September 24 and 
October 1 1984 by Dave Lane and 
Scott Flavelle (Canada). They 
used a 2 man portaledge, and did 
the route in 21 pitches on the rock 
wall and 9 on the summit slopes. 

Karakoram in Winter? 
Nepal was the first Himalayan 
country to introduce, in 1979, the 
winter climbing season. The 

Polish pioneer of winter 
Himalaisme, Andrzej Zawada, 
twice tried to obtain permission 
for K2 (8611 ml in winter. Both 
requests were rejected. This 
problem was touched by the 
International Tourism 
Convention 1984, held in 
P.akistan. Now the question of 
winter mountaineering is "under 
active consideration" of the 
Pakistani Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism which is making 
arrangements in collaboration 
with the local administration and 
other organisations. The Ministry 
announced that a limited number 
of parties would be considered 
for grant of permission during 
winter 1985-86. There are many 
fine summits for winter attempts 
in Pakistan, both in the 
Karakoram and the Hindu Kush. 

Karakoram Peaks Opened From 
India 
16 Peaks in the Karakoram have 
recently been opened by the 
Government of India for 
mountaineering expeditions. 
They have been divided into 
three areas and only one 
expedition in each area will be 
allowed per year. Apart from this 
the following conditions will 
apply; 
i) each expedition will be a joint 
one, i.e. it will consist of both 
foreign and Indian members; 
ii) the number of foreigners in 
each expedition should not 
exceed 7; 
iii) the leader of the expedition 
will be an Indian; and 
iv) the foreign participants will 
have to pay a royalty of $2,000 
(U.S.) 

Corresponents: 
Rick Allen, Alan Burgess, Mike 
Cheney, H. Adams Carter, Colin 
Dixon, Himavanta, The lwa To 
Yuki, Dave Lane, Roger Marshall, 
Paul Moores, M.C. Motwani, Jiri 
Novak, Jozef Nyka, Trevor Pilling, 
Mandip Singh Soin, Wild 
Magazine. 

List of Peaks in Karakorams Open for Climbing 
Area 'A' 
1. Saser Kangri-I 
2. Saser Kangri-11 
3. Saser Kangri-11I 
Area 'B' 
4. Mamostong Kangri 
5. Rimo Peak 
Area 'C' 

7672m 
7513m 
7495m 

7526m 
7385m 

11°45'E 
77°4B'E 
77°47'E 

73°34'E 
n°22'E 

34°52'N 
34°48'N 
34°50'N 

35°08'N 
35°21'N 

6. Apsarasas-I 7245m 77°10'E 35°33'N 
7. Apsarasas-11 7239m 77°11 'E 35°33'N 
8. Apsarasas-111 7230m 77°13'E 35°31 'N 
9. Teram-Kangri-I 7465m 77°05'E 35°34'N 
10. Teram-Kangri-11 7406m 77°05'E 35°34'N 
11. Teram-Kangri-11I 7381 m 77°03'E 35°37'N 
12. Singhi Kangri 7202m 76°59'E 35°35'N 
13. Ghaint-I 7401 m 76°48'E 35°31 'N 
14. Ghaint-11 7343m 76°47'E 35°32'N 
15. Indira Col. 5760m 76°57'E 36°36'N 
16. Sia Kangri 7422m 76°45'E 35°39'N 
75 expeditions have already registered applications for India in 1985. 
Of 58 expeditions recorded as active in India in 1984, 33 were success
ful. 

NORWAY 

Troll Wall Soloed 
Surge in Rock Standards 
Update from Dave Durkan 

There have been no notes from 
Norway for the last three years, 
so the following is a round--up of 
the main developments. 
On the hot rock front, more and 
more top Norwegian climbers 
have been travelling far afield, 
especially in the winter months, 
when Norwegian rock climbing 
virtually comes to a halt. This has 
resulted in a general surge of 
standards, plus a challenge to 
established ethics. 1984 saw the 
general acceptance of chalk, the 
increase of drilled bolts, and pre
inspection of routes. The Naess 
Ethic -which was the backbone of 
the "it is not so important to 
reach the top, but more more 
important is how one reaches the 
top" school of the 60's and 70's 
has taken a back seat. Some 
people see this national ethic as 
something needing resurrection, 
others follow in the tide of 
changing expectations. 
The main rock star has been 
Marius Morstad, who has led the 
new school of Oslo climbers, with 
special emphasis upon diet and 
training, "just for rock climbing". 
There is talk of his having 
produced a special strain of 
potato. 
Fjell, just outside Oslo, has 
become the main arena, and is 
claimed by Dag Kolsrud as 
"having the highest density of 
difficult grade routes anywhere". 
Only 30 seconds from the road, it 
is in keeping with Morstad's 
(once a leading big wall and 
winter mountaineer) new 
movement. It is 150m long, 25 to 
40m in height, and can only be 
described as "steep, to getting 
steeper". Morstad has led most 
of the new hard routes. Vi Menn 
(8+ ), Flashdance (8+ ), Toresen 
(8+) and Hjallarbrui (9-) 
(equivalent to German grade 
10-). All of which await second 
ascents. 

All these routes were inspected 
with a top rope, with pre
placement of some expansion 
bolts, and practiced before 
leading. The critics have been 
reasonably silent, as there are 
few to repeat them on sight. The 
main question they have raised is 
how they relate to American and 
other overseas top 9rade routes. 
It is hoped that visiting foreign 
climbers will cast light on this in 
the near future. 
The classic Oslo training crags of 
Kolsas have seen all the main 
lines climbed. A few new gems 
are: Revkrok (7 +),by Hans 
Christian Doseth; Myhrer Lunds 
Paradis (8-) by Myhrer Lund; 
Doll Drops (7-) by Kolsrud and 
U/f Geir Hansen and Collage (8-) 
by Geir Johnsen. Mousetrap, an 
old aid route, went free to visiting 
Trondheim climber Tjere 
Matieson, and graded 
somewhere between 7 and 8. 
At Vardassen, the popular 120m 
slabs area outside Oslo, a new 7 
with potential 20m falls went to 

virtual beginner, Kjetil Brattlien, 
heralding the new rubber 
techno~gy - and a strong new 
leader. 
Andersnatten is a popular 200m 
high face 2 hours from Oslo. Two 
new routes have been 
established, of high quality. 
Morstad free climbed Via Synne, 
originally A3. Others have 
renamed the route Nanawatai, 
and the six pitches on solid 
granite are graded: 7/8-/6+/8-/ 
7+/6+ rather like a score for ice 
figure skating: a sustained and 
fine line that awaits a second free 
ascent. The second free route is 
Paso Double (7+ ), again to 
Morstad, but with strong partners 
Kolsrud and Finn Dahli. Now all 
the aid routes and separate 
points of aid have been freed on 
this superb crag. 
Another Oslo big crag, this time 3 
hours drive, is Hogefjell in 
Telemark. Here routes have been 
done on the side walls, notably 
by Keith Robson. Robson, 
Kolsrud and Hansen then tackled 
the main line that streaks up the 
centre. They reached a point 3 
rope lengths up, before giving up 
as the central groove was choked 
with earth and excessive 
vegetation. Further attempts 
failed at the same high point, 
necessitating a massive two day 
cleaning job, dangling on a 3 
rope rappel. Two further 
attempts were heeded before it 
was completed by Robson, Dave 
Durkan and Steve Helmore. The 
route Babylon, 8 pitches, 
sustained 6 climbing, with 12 
points of aid, is described as 
"varied and interesting, on solid 
rock, in excellent positions". Two 
attempts have been made to free 
the route, and with interest high, 
it may go free in 1985. The 
approach is 3 minutes from the 
road, with lakeside bathing 
facilities. 
Stavanger region sports top 
quality routes, and a large 
number of them. In Dale there is a 
400m long training wall, between 
20 and 60m in height. Excellent 
rock, offering some of the best 
climbing in the country. The 
dominant route is Nipper 
Harrison's Va/hall (7), with other 
high quality offerings bein9 ·Per 
Markestad's Blindeskrift (7), Leif 
Henriksens Jesus Oro Fra Dale 
(7+) and also his Substitumalen 
(7). 
Sotra, just outside Bergen, offers 
1 and 2 pitch routes on good rock. 
Nasse Noff(7+1 by Rune Thrap 
Meier, Mesterstykket (7) by Helge 
Stokstad and Pi eta (8-) by 
Johnsen are recent offerings. 
In the area around Egersund and 
Jossingfjord visiting climbers 
from Oslo have climbed several 
aesthetic and excellent crack 
lines comparable to Yosemite. To 
date, routes have been mainly 
from 6+ to 7+, and in such a vast 
area, it is only the beginning. The 
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Norwegian Hot-Shot, Marius Morstad leacting Vimen (B+), in new 
Fawcett Boots (see Gear). Photo: Store Leif. 

area is on the south-west coast 
line, and can be compared to a 
mixture of Joshua Tree and 
Tuolomne Meadows, with 
thousands (our source notes: 
thousands) of dome shaped 
rocks of various shapes and sizes, 
with excellent potential. When 
the sun shines that is. 
Trondheim, a bastion of 
Norwegian mountaineering 
tradition, has seen the wide 
acceptance of chalk and, more 
controversial, the use of 
expansion bolts. 
Selnes, across the fjord, has seen 
a fistful of routes, notably 
Andromeda (7) by Mathiesen and 
Ole Meyer, which lies to the left 
of Milky Way. Hummelriket has 3 
grade 7 pitches, and one 6+, 
again by Mathiesen, 
accompanied by Odne Hestenes. 
Pa Stram Line, a two pitch 7 
route, with a 7 + crux, went to 
Arne Bjornsgaard and Rune 
Ljoterud. Hoydeskrekk (Fear of 
Heights) fell to Mathiesen at 7+ . 
All these, and earlier routes, are 
oftop quality, mainly of solid 
rock, and the surface has only 
been scratched. There is now a 
new guide to Selnes, which will 
probably be outdated by the end 
of 85. 
On Korsvika, Mathiesen climbed 
Skyggebua, an 8+ which still 
awaits a repeat. On 
Storenhammeren, a number of 
routes have been produced, up to 
grade 7. Here the main activist 
has been Kjell Ivor Knutsen. 
Routes tallow natural groove 
lines, and utilise "solution 
pockets". On Fossen Ravenveiret 
(7) and Moon Roof(7+) are new 
additions. 
Leaving the crags, we move to 
the big mountains. 
The fine pinnacle, Preston, in 
Vaid res, received a first winter 
ascent by Hans Eidstuen and Ola 
Mentzoni, where they made a 
direct start, graded 6/A2, with one 
bivouac. 
Asklak Aastorp and Bernt P. 
Pedersen did a 4 day first winter 
ascent (January 85) of the South 
Wall Direct on Skarfjell in 
lnnerdalen, offering 11 excellent 
and steep pitches up this difficult 
summer classic. Short climbing 
days (5 hours light) and poor 
weather highlights this ascent. 
On Store Skagastalstind in West 
Jotunheimer, Erik Enitch and 
Kolsrud climbed Nytid, a 7 pitch 
route up steep cracks and corners 
on the South Face. The first 5 
pitches give sustained 6 and 7 
climbing. The same team 
climbed Jubilee Wall in two days, 
then returned to free the whole 
climb in one 15 hour push. An 
excellent showing by a home 
team. 
In the Romsdal area, on 
Trollveggen, a third free route 
has been established on the Wall. 
Kjerring, first climbed by Hans 
Christian Doseth, Choe Brooks, 
Havard and Sjur Nesheim as a 
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winter ascent, provided a difficult 
venue to the right of the Swedish 
Route. In the summer of 82 
Doseth had been sitting in the 
valley thinking about a free 
ascent but could not find a 
partner. Feeling ready for an 
attempt, he banged on the tent of 
two Japanese climbers, who had 
just done the first Japanese 
ascent of the Rimmon Route. One 
of the hapless pair then 
immediately did a second, having 
had no idea what he had got 
himself into as he ju marred 
virtually every pitch . Doseth led 
all 25 pitches, graded the route 7, 
and described it as loose, poorly 
protected, and "spooky". He 
acknowledged his unsuspecting 
second as being cheerful, 
smiling, helpful and willing to 
attempt anything, in spite of the 
fact that they couldn't understand 
a word each other said. 
The second headline on the Troll 
Wall was a solo ascent of the 
Rimmon Route by local climber, 
Borge Ostigard. He used 24 
hours, and utilised a back rope 
for a number of pitches. Fiva, The 
Pillar and the Wall have now had 
solo ascents. The main plum is 
undoubtedly a solo of the 
Swedish Route, unroped. This 
route has now replaced the 
Rimmon Route as THE route on 
the Wall, and has seen a number 
of light ascents, most taking only 
one bivi, and and one party 
having no bivi gear, just chalk 
and chocolate. 
This same party, Oyvind Vadla 
and Leif Magnussen, "ran" the 
Rimmon Route in 8 climbing 
hours, and five minutes. This 
remarkably fast ascent should 
not in any way diminish the 
seriousness of the Wall, as it still 
demands respect. Both these 
climbers are generally fast, with 
great experience in this area, in 
all weather conditions. During 
that and the previous season, 
two, three and four day ascents 
of the route were recorded, with 
one virtual siege attempt by an 
unsuccessful French party. The 
Wall is subject to big wall rules 
and tribulations, plus its own 
weather pattern. 
Trollryggen (East Pillar) received 
a winter ascent by Doseth and 
Vadla. By using 80m rope for 
long runouts they were able to 
make a reasonably quick 3 day 
ascent. The East Pillar involved 
1600m of climbing, most of it on 
reasonable ice. 
The Pillar of Breitind (Store) saw 
a new winter route by Th rap 
Meyer and John Liden, over two 
days. 
On Goksoyra there has been 
much activity as its big wall 
potential is being realised. The 
quality of the rock and the 
climbing is better than that found 
on the Troll Wall itself, offering 
routes up to 800m. Over 
Christmas 83 Vadla with Cato 
Hals made a much publicised 

ascent (with direct contact with 
local radio station/newsmen) to 
produce Christiania Bohemen. As 
with many Vadla undertakings, 
an epic was unintentionally 
engineered. First he lost his 
winter boots at the beginning of 
the route, so had to climb it in 
Chouinard Vasque creepers. A 
storm blew up providing 
extremely high winds, new snow 
fall, heavy ice, plus some rock 
fall. Six hours of climbing 
daylight, temperatures below 
-10°C, four days' food stretched 
over ten, makes for a great effort. 
In the early spring Vadla 
returned, this time with Leif 
Magnussen, and free climbed the 
route. Twenty pitches, grade 7-, 
with a climbing time of 16 hours. 
In June he produced a further 
fine route, Midnattsekspressen 
(6+). 19 pitches, with 17 climbing 
hours. Additionally he soloed the 
classic Norskeruta (grade 6) in 
just over 6 hours. 
Although a controversial 
character, Vadla is emerging as a 
strong climber, able to perform 
constantly at a high standard in 
poor conditions. If he survives his 
apprenticeship, including a 
recent car crash, then we should 
hear more from him . 
The climbers of Northern Norway 
have always been a discreet 
crowd, not always wishing to 
publicise their routes, nor first 
ascents. This has been part:y 
based on a wilderness ethic, 
where a strong pioneer spirit has 
prevailed. The following notes 
have been gleaned from the 
route book in Tindloftet (local 
climbing shop in Tromso) and are 
by no means complete. 
On Hollenderan, GRO grade 7-, 
and Kare 6, both 3 pitch routes 

went to Ostigaard, the first being 
in "tribute" to the lady leader of 
the opposition, and the second 
Norway's Prime Minister -
possibly the characteristics of the 
routes resemble these two 
political acrobats. 
Storbsvaet (6) is also 3 pitches, 
and went to Meyer and 
Suwnung, while Villsvinet 
stretches to 4 pitches at A3. This 
now takes the total number of 
routes on this crag to 37. 
In Lofoten, a new 400m grade 
6n- route went to Olsen and 
Smelvaer. It's good to see the old 
timers like Smelvaer are back in 
business, even if we don't know 
where their routes go. On 
Eidetind, in Efjord, a 6 pitch 6/A2 
went to Enevold and Ryeng. 
Winter ascents in the north 
included the West Wall of Store 
Lakselvtind, 500m, by Meyer and 
Nesheim. Lyngsdals Fossen was 
soloed by Grape. However, his 
big route in winter was the East 
Wall of Otertind, 33 pitches, over 
4½ days, together with Olsen. 
One notable ascent, Lauvaa, in 
Sunndalen, a 400m waterfall 
continuously steep, with the last 
100 overhanging, went to 
Knutsen and Sven Larsen. 
Waterfall climbing in Norway is 
emerging from its infancy - as the 
new ice tools open up the 
country's vast potential. 
Otta Fossen is a popular 8 pitch 
fall, only ten minutes walk from 
the road, and typifies Norwegian 
ice climbing . 

A new guide to Norway's 
waterfalls has just been printed in 
Norklatt (unfortunately in 
Norwegian) but excellent maps 
and photos should whet visiting 
climbers' appetites. 



IRELAND 

Keefe Murphy on first ascent of Wall of Fossils (E4 6a) at the Burren. 
Photo: A. Dawe. 

The increase in English visitors 
and the fine weather resulted in 
many new routes, mainly at 
Fairhead and the Burren Sea Cliff. 

Fairhead 
In the Greyman's Path area 
Robert Lawson climbed Low 
Profile (E3 5c), a route which has 
had several ascents and is said to 
be excellent. On the opposite side 
of the gully Soylent Green (HVS 
5a/b) was climbed by Ian Rea . 
The wall right of Cat's Malackey 
was climbed over two days by 
John Codling as Saladin (E5 6b). 
One of the best jamming pitches 
on the crag is reported to be 
found on Weasel (E2 5c), a 
Lawson route near White 
Lightning. Something Horrible 
(E3 6a) was discovered by Keefe 
Murphy and Tom Ryan, and 
despite the name, they say it's a 
good route. Lawson climbed 
another route close to his own 
Blockbuster; this is Artful Dodger 
(E2 5c). The huge offwidth left of 
Cuchulainn was climbed by John 
Barry as Raging Buff (E3 5c) . This 
route will join the long list of 
offwidths waiting for a second 
ascent. 

About 50 cm further right, Martin 
Manson climbed Talking Heads, 
an E4 6a on which chalk was 
used. The bad weather has so far 
stopped the local jackals from 
getting in for a clean ascent. 
Murphy did the second ascent of 
The Fame Game (E4 6a) after 
removing the preplaced peg and 
nut on abseil - he found adequate 
Friend placements. Eddie Cooper 
repeated the route' shortly 
afterwards. 

Visiting (thank God) climber Pat 
Littlejohn climbed the impressive 
wall above and left of the first 
pitch of Wall of Prey and called it 
Above and Beyond (E6 6b) . One 
wonders if the name relates to 
the climbing or to your next 
accommodation if you come off. 
Around the corner Murphy and 
Ryan climbed Cyclone (E3 6a), a 
route which takes a slim groove 
right of Chieftan. On the opposite 
side of Lough Doo Guffy the 
narrow wall right of Offcuts was 
climbed by Eddie Cooper to give 
Dusty Rhodes (E2 5c). while Ian 
Rea's Sodbuster (HVS 4c) winds 
its way up the buttress right of 
Odyssey nearby. To the right 
again John Armstrong's route 
Rumplestiltskin (E2 5c) takes the 
obvious sweep of clean rock. 
On the Prow, Cooper climbed the 
deep crack left of Wagger Moon -
Thunder Road gives excellent 
jamming at E3 5c. Calvin Torrans 
climbed the two grooves 
between Midnight Cruiser and 
Railroad. These are Marconi (E2 
5c) and The Embankment (E2 
5c/b) ; both give excellent face 
climbing. Further right on a small 
buttress Ian Rea found the short 
but excellent crackline Simple 
Minds (HVS 5b). 

Mournes 
Bernagh Slabs 
Cooper climbed the arete of 
Hypothesis as High Anxiety (E2 
5c) while on the Benagh Summit 
Tors Ian and Moira Rea climbed 
Kittyhawk (HVS 5a) and Micky 
Mouse(S). 

Pigeon Mt. 
Taurus (VS A 1) was cleaned and 
climbed at VS 4c by Rea . Penny 
Black was freed by Cooper at E2 
5c and a new Cooper line 
Phantoms (E2 5c) takes the wall 
left of Citroen. 

Cove (Lower) 
Cooper added a direct finish to 
Les Jeunes Fil/es, at 5b, and 
Gynocrat got the same treatment 
at 5a. Fair Play to Mooney was 
climbed by Steve Reid. 

Eagle Rocks 
Rea climbed Eclipse (VS 4c) - the 
wall left of Solstice. 

Ben Crom 
Firebird (HVS 5a) takes the arete 
right of Pouter and was climbed 
by Torrans, as was Blood 
Strangers (E2 5c). a route which 
takes the deep niche and ramp on 
the main face. He also free 
climbed Planxty (E1 5b) and 
Pisces (E2 5c) . 

Dalkey Quarry 
Eddie Cooper made the first 
complete ascent of Asterisk (6?), 
a mythical route of many years 
imaginative standing . Other 
ascents had taken a route in from 
the tree missing out the difficult 
steep slab. This route, like many 
other quarry climbs, including 
easy ones, has been chipped. A 
quiet talking to and a severe kick 
in the bollocks might dissuade 
those involved. 

Wicklow - Luggala 
Keefe Murphy's route Thriller (E3 
5c) takes the steep wall and crack 
right of Muskrat Ramble, and is 
an excellent climb. Murphy also 
freed The Gannets at E3 6a. 
Conscript (E1 5b) takes a line 
between Volunteers and Silent 
Spring and was climbed by Andy 
Dawe and Peter Hiscock. 

Glendalough 
Murphy climbed a route on the 
11:all left of Bruce's Corner at E4 
6a. This is Autumn Leaf. He also 
freed Rock Island Line (E3 6a) . 

Cork Area - Old Head of Kinsale 
Two more routes from Murphy -
High Pressure (E4 6a) and 
Wrinkle Picker (E2 5c) while at 
Seven Heads he put up 
Sniggering Sardine (E3 5c). 
Moonlight and Vodka (E3 5c/6a) 
and Escape (E1 5b). 

Clare - Ailladie (Burren Sea Cliff) 
Tom Ryan's new guide book was 
due out for Christmas (well, he 
didn't say which Chr'istmas). 
Eddie Cooper has been adding 

direct starts and finishes to 
various lines at around 6a, and 
finding the odd new route also. 
Altered Images (E3 6a/b) takes 
the wall right of Lidsoonfarout, 
Orea (E2 5c/6a) is to be found just 
left of The Ocean (and gives 
brilliant climbing) while 
Desolation Row (E4 6a) takes the 
crack right of Midsummer's Night 
Dream. Cooper's direct start to 
Skywalker is 6a/b, and his new 
approach to Lucy- starting at the 
short undercut slab - is 6a. 
Further along at the south end of 
the cliff he climbed the neat 
looking arete near Purl One, as 
yet unnamed, and graded it E3 
5c. A short corner right of this, 
Slim Pickens (VS 4b/c) was 
climbed by Ian Rea. 
Keefe Murphy was active here 
also and climbed the much 
looked-at arete left of Skywalker; 
this is Blockhead (E4 6b) (two 
yoyos). His Wall of Fossils (E4 6a) 
is to the right of Line of Fire, and 
another E4 6a, Temptation, takes 
the groove between Obscene 
Sardine and Peanut Sheffer. He 
climbed the curving crack in the 
wall right of Emigrant to give The 
Rack (E4 6a) (two yoyo's and a 
bounty bar) and another new 
line, Siren (E3 5c) takes the ramp 
left of Venusian Spray. Finally at 
the south end of An Falla Uaig
Neach, The Keep (E3 5c) takes the 
deep chimney and Reprieve (E3 
5c) follows the first groove left of 
it. 
Tom Ryan has put up two new 
routes which are as yet unnamed, 
an E3 6a which takes the groove 
right of Dagger and an E3 5c on 
the wall left of Saddleback Sow. 
He also climbed the rightward 
trending crack at the top of 
Moonrifl. The arete right of Pis 

Fhuch has been climbed by 
Calvin Torrans; this is Key Largo 
(E2 5c). 

Sligo - Tormorr 
One new route from Cooper -
Clatomh (E2 5c) takes the Ferdia 
corner and continues up directly. 

Donegal - Malinbeg 
Eddie and Tina Cooper climbed 
several routes on this little sea 
crag. The arete beside Trident 
went at HVS 5a, as did Roller, the 
crack left of Calvin's Corner. 
Along with Tom Ryan, Eddie did 
a girdle of Neptune Wall; this is 
The Jib. His other new roc.tes, 
both sparsely protected, are 
graded E3 5c and E3 5c/6a 
respectively. They are Carrigeen, 
following the quartz vein across 
Fiddler's Green and Flying 
Enterprise, and Currach, the 
corner left of Cut/ass. 

Lough Belshade 
Dawson Stelfox·and Willie Brown 
Kerr have climbed four new 
routes at this mountain crag, VS 
to HVS, one on the main face and 
three one pitch routes on the 
right hand side. 
Note: parking at Fairhead 
Due to a misunderstanding both 
the Antrim coast and Constable 
Rock climbing guidebooks 
incorrectly mention the cattle 
grid at the farm entrance as a 
parking place for access to the 
Lough Doo (Ballycastle) descent 
area. The N.T. Car Park at 
Coolanlough should be used. 
PARKING IS NOT PERMITTED 
BESIDE THE CATTLE GRID! 

Calvin Torrans 
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FLINT HARD AND FLAWL,ESS 
by John Long 

The Lost Arrow Spire, a tapering, two 
hundred fifty foot bullet of tangerine gra
nite sprouting one-half mile up a steep 
north wall in Yosemite Valley. If not the 
most classic, the most novel summit in 
American climbing. Bold, freestanding. 
Mere yards left plummets Yosemite Falls, 
topped only by Angel Falls in its vertical 
plunge. A timeless panorama, grist for the 
billion postcards. Wind whipped, sun 
blasted, yet often misty, the Lost Arrow 
Spire at once terrified and enchanted 
Yosemite's first climbers, climbers not 
given to forge "impossible" routes up any 
old two thousand, five hundred foot wall; 
rather, a callow bunch out to bag the most 
exhilarating summit: And to be sure, The 
Lost Arrow Spire seemed the summit to 
bag. But how? The Spire posed a logistical 
quandary for the raw techniques of 1935. 
While the Spire's summit and the North 
Rim roughly coincide (elevation, 6,700'), 
they are separated by a one hundred by 
twp hundred fifty foot cleft of mountain 
air. Surely someone could rappel into the 
notch betwixt the Spire and the main wall, 
but then what? The Spire's inside wall 
looked both dead blank and fearsomely 
overhung. No, these climbers weren't so 
crass as to stitch the Spire with countless 
bolts. The arrogant, unchecked hammer 
loomed years off. But what were the 
options? When glassed from below the 
Spire's face admitted only the faintest 
crack, and this vanished some fifty feet shy 

20 

of the top. Sure, there was a crack, but in 
1935, the requisite thin pitons were a 
malleable soft iron, bending like taffy 
when slugged into anything harder than 
peat. And this said nothing of the ghastly 
exposure, hundreds and thousands of feet 
of air below their feet, and thought of 
which filled the knickers of one and all 
candidates. Alternatives were discussed: 
The Spire's girth is slim alright, but an 
eighty foot lasso seemed preposterous, a 
parachute landing too dicey, a catapult 
ridiculous, a cantilevered telephone pole 
all the more absurd ... 

August 1935 
Richard Leonard wanted a closer look. 

Only so much could be surmised with 
binoculars, so he and fellow members of 
Berkeley's Cragmont Climbing Club suf
fered the four mile hump up the falls trail 
to the North rim. Leonard, Jules Eichorn, 
and Bestor Robinson were fresh off the 
first ascent of the Cathedral Spires, in
spired routes which put them at the apex of 
American climbing. As they would soon 
realize, the fractured, mottled cosmetics of 
the Cathedrals were in sharp contrast to 
the polished terror of the Lost Arrow 
Spire. From Yosemite Point, some hun
dred yards East of the Spire, Leonard and 
company roped down the airy slabs for a 
straight across look. Said Leonard, "We 
observed a view that was terrifying even to 
those who had climbed the Cathedral 

Spires. It was unanimously agreed we 
would never attempt it." Leonard would 
keep that promise, later stating that the 
Spire proved " ... the nightmare of all those 
who inspected it closely." But the war 
would herald a new generation, armed 
with fresh courage and refined equipment. 
August 1946 

One man's nightmare is another man's 
dream, and John Salathe had a dream. 
Therein an Angel told him he would make 
three historical climbs: The Southwest face 
of Half Dome; The North Face of Sentinel; 
and the Lost Arrow Spire. The forty-seven 
year old Swiss blacksmith was new to 
climbing, but his stalwart constitution and 
mechanical savvy would help actualize his 
dreams, thus ushering in the era of super 
wall climbing. While his ascents of Half 
Dome and Sentinel were testaments to his 
tenacity, and were unquestionably the 
hardest big routes in America, they retros
pectively lacked the peerless sweep of the 
Lost Arrow Spire - so steep, so smooth. On 
that August day, Salathe was to meet 
friends at the North Rim. They never 
showed, so Salathe decided to rappel alone 
the two hundred fifty feet into the notch, 
thus becoming the first man to gain the 
Above: Bob Gaines following the last pitch 
of Lost Arrow Spire, Yosemite Valley. 
Opposite: John Long leading the last pitch 
during the first free ascent. 
Photo: Jean Yurgalewicz. 





SPooky shade between the Spire and the 
nm. Salathe peered down the obvious, 
fifteen hundred foot gash that runs from 
the talus to the West origin of the notch - a 
nasty shaft of flared cracks and claus
trophobic chimneys. It had seen several 
tentative attempts in the thirties, and 
clearly seemed a plum; but for now only 
the actual Spire interested Salathe. Spot
ting a small ledge at the notches' opposite 
end, Salathe secured his white lines to a 
stout block and started slithering out onto 
the Spire's breathtaking outside face. A 
climber later likened this to stepping out 
onto a window sill on the Empire State 
Building's hundreth floor. Ten feet out and 
Salathe found a small corner and patiently 
began banging pitons into the mcipient 
crack - not the soft iron duds of Leonard's 
era, but custom jobs hand forged from 
Model-A axle stock. After thirty feet he 
gained a small ledge; and from the ledge's 
left margin, a second thin crack allowed 
him forty feet of tenuous nailing to another 
ledge which now bears his name. As Steve 
Roper has aptly written, Salathe was now 
seventy-five feet above the notch, " ... and 
his position on the outer face ... was as wild 
and lonely as any Yosemite climber had 
ever experienced." With the fuse shadows 
streaking 'cross the wall, Salathe returned 
to the notch and up the two dangling ropes 
to the North Rim. 

The next week Salathe returned with 
San Francisco climber, John Thune. They 
quickly regained Salathe's high point, 
where Salathe continued nailing up a left 
curving crack for eighty desperate feet. 
Thence the cracks disappeared completely 
some fifty blank feet from the summit. 
Salathe immediately started drilling a lad
der of bolts up the final headwall, but after 
only two, the Spire's diamond-hard rock so 
blunted his drills they became useless. 
Realizing a tedious and time-consuming 
job would alone secure the top, Salathe 
and Thune retreated, rallied by their prog
ress and knowing the necessary gear for a 
summit bid, soon forthcoming. 

August 31, 1947 
"Competition is the essence of sport and 

the spur to thought..." So wrote Anton 
Nelson who, a week after Salathe's last 
effort, sneaked up to the North Rim with 
Jack Arnold, Fntz Lippman and Robin 
Hanson. They hiked fast for they had a 
plan more ludicrous than any in Yosemite 
history. Now Hanson's forte wasn't climb
ing, but baseball; and the four had a mind 
that if Hanson could hurl a line over the 
Spire's rounded summit, a lunatic could 
ascend that line to the top. Again, Hanson 
would pitch from the rim's edge, winging a 
tethered weight the hundred feet out and 
over the Spire. The line would then snake 
down the Spire's exposed face - they 
hoped. Climbers in the notch could edge 
out over the void, nab the free line, and 
ascend it to the summit. Sounded basic, 
but countless attempts saw the line slide off 
~he domed summit and whizz through the 
defile. The four were not laughing at the 
cord's furious retreat, or the subsequent 
smack! of the weight to granite, one 
hundred feet below. But Hanson kept at it. 
Finally, in late afternoon, he threw the 
perfect strike. Now weighted with marlin 
sinkers, the thin line slithered down to 
Salathe Ledge, just as planned. 

Nelson and Arnold rappeled into the 
notch the next morning. They would labor 
the day just to get the first ledge, mauling 
their soft iron duds, cursing Salathe and his 
axle pegs. Embarrased, frustrated, Nelson 
and Arnold retreated up to the rim, leaving 
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a line fixed from the first ledie. They still 
had another thirty feet to hne's end on 
Salathe Ledge, the same reached by 
Salathe three weeks prior - during his solo 
reconnaissance. The following day Nelson 
and Arnold quickly regained the first 
ledge, but after several miserable pitons, 
the crack pinched so that no amount of 
blasting could set their soft iron. They 
could all but touch Salathe Ledge, yet were 
altogether stumped. Desperate, Nelson 
lassoed a tiny horn, then ordered Arnold 
to hand-walk it twenty feet to the ledge and 
the pitched line, forty hours after the 
successful toss. Stout lines were pulled one 
hundred fifty feet up the sheer wall, then 
one hundred feet over the gap to anchors 
on the rim. 

Now, would they draw straws? No, for 
according to Nelson, " ... the stern code of 
the climber decrees that the lightest man 
shall lead doubtful pitches." What code? 
What decree? No, just impromptu jive, 
invented to preclude the corn-fed Nelson 
from going first. The unwitting Arnold 
cowered. These codes and decrees were 
news to Jack, now pacing, chain smoking 
and stealing sad glances at the free rope, 
dangling in the breeze. The view below 
appeared equally sobering, and though 
never written, it seems probable that Jack 
Arnold spent the countdown blowing 
smoke in Nelson's face - a face smiling like 
a thief. Overcome with anxiety, Arnold 
frantically huffed three more cigarettes, 
then according to one author, "placed his 
weight on the rope and began his lonely 
odyssey to the summit." 

While the saga of the tossed cord is 
common knowledge to read climbers, it 
seems likely that few realize the madness in 
repeating this stunt. The Spire's top is not 
so much miniscule as it is rounded, bereft 
of notch, wrinkle, crease or any damn 
thing which could check a free line held in 
place only by weight on the business end. 
Imagine a kite string draped over a bowling 
ball and you've got it. And when Arnold 
began his ascent, he enjoyed not the handy 
ascenders of today. Rather, he used prus
sik knots - little slip knots pushed slowly 
and strenuously up the free line. This one 
hundred and fifty foot prussik would pro
vide him with ample time to mull his fate 
should the rope twang! off the top. Ama
zingly, it did not; and at twilight, Jack 
Arnold became the first man to stand on 
the most radical summit of the day. After 
drilling an atomic-bomb-proof bolt anchor, 
Nelson prussiked up and the real fun 
began. A fearsome aerial traverse - a 
"Tyrolean" - that would become a hall
mark of Yosemite climbing. 

After long hours of rope exchanges, 
re-anchoring, etc ... , a taut line spanned 
the one hundred foot declivity from tip to 
rim. Nelson checked his knots for the 
thousandth time, heaved a final sigh, then 
in total darkness, he sent Jack Arnold 
across. Village lights twinkled a half mile 
below; but Jack's eyes were welded to the 
rim. 

August 26, 1984 
Dwight Brooks (D.B.), Bob Gaines and 

I pant about the notches' shattered blocks, 
tortured by overhead sun, scrambling to 
find a decent anchor, so anxious, so 
charged for an all-out effort. It's Bob's 
idea, and while we all concede the Spire's 
status, only Bob thinks we can free climb 
the whole thing. No one has climbed an all 
free ascent, so the thrill of the pioneer 
amplifies everything. But wait. Though we 
hiked to the rim last night, and rose at 
dawn, a Slavic team has somehow slipped 

in before us and the threesome are current
ly on the first lead - doing things I've never 
seen before. The leader wields a geologists 
hammer and climbs in his underwear. 
Knowing we must accord them some time 
to get well above, it's murderous pacing in 
this heat: Desire is uncontainable. 

Finally ... D.B. clinches the rope round 
the block; I further clip it through an insitu 
peg whereas Bob tiptoes out a brief ledge, 
his heels now half mile above the Valley 
floor, his fingers plugged into a wee crack 
in the recess of a thin corner. Feet start 
stemming on the corners off-set walls, 
outside hand palming hot orange granite, 
inside hand clawing the mere crease in the 
corner. A side pull, a high step, and Bob's 
got it: The first pitch. 

We follow. It's tough, and the wall drops 
off like the world's edge. Snug on the three 
by ten ledge, we reckon the overhanging 
crack leadmg to Salathe Ledge, a stre
nuous forty feet above. As Dwight 
arranges the belay, Bob re-racks the gear. I 
lambast my hands in chalk and mo_p my 
brow. It's hot! Bob hands over the shng of 
gear, spins on the wide angle, and I take 
off. Hands plug deep in the flared crack 
where aggressive jammin~ meets Salathe 
Ledie, distended like a ship's prow over a 
vertical sea of granite. This marks the high 
point of Salathe's solo reconnaissance; 
also, that spot where the maniac Arnold 
prussiked the tossed cord. Bob eyes the 
summit, one hundred and fifty feet above; 
D.B. scans the main wall, one hundred and 
fifty feet away; I gaze at the Valley floor, 
two counties below. All eyes meet, flab
bergasted at the prospect of ascending a 
pitched line at this here locale ... Forget it! 

Labor Day, 1947 
Salathe had been scooped ... or had he? 

The Spire had succumbed to a made rope 
shenanigan, and though no longer virgm, 
no one claimed the Arrow had actually 
been climbed, not traditionally anyway. 
The climbing community had to acknow
ledge Jack Arnold's feat, but none were 
queueing up to repeat it: Meanwhile, 
Nelson passionately defended his tactics, 
claiming that after but three ascents, the 
Spire's initial cracks were irreversibly 
thrashed, never to again allow passage. 
Concerning his rope trick, Nelson con
cluded that, "In effect, it was an admission 
of the Arrow's unclimbability". Nelson 
would have all believe these were the 
Spire's own words; but Salathe heard 
different voices. He knew the whole sce
nario dealt only with the actual Spire, 
ignorning the initial 1,500 foot wall - still 
unclimbed. Arnold et al. had bagged the 
summit by excluding eighty percent of the 
climb - like starting at 28,000 feet on 
Everest. John Salathe would clear the air. 

Partnered by the ubiquitous Anton Nel
son, the pair commenced war with the 
nasty gash angling vertically to the notch, 
fifteen hundred feet above. In the next 
four-and-a-half days they encountered the 
most . difficult climbing thentofore accom
plished in America: Squeeze chimneys, 
loose bulges, guillotine flakes. The cracks 
were often too wide for their pitons, 
obliging Salathe to often risk long falls 
between inadequate protection. Anticipat
ing long blank sections, Salathe had 
fashioned a diminuitive sky-hook. Lashed 
to a long, thin rod, this allowed terrifying 
progress over otherwise inviolate stone. 
Ledges were few and several sleepless 

Opposite: The Lost Arrow Spire and its 
surrounding wall viewed from the Valley. 
Photo: Bob Gaines 





nights were passed hanging from ropes. 
Worse still, blast furnace heat and scant 
water combined for the bleakest priva
tions. Once they finally oozed onto the 
notch , the mighty Spire awaited. Salathe 
slowly reached his high point (attained 
with John Thune the previous August) . 
Now facing the "flint hard and flawless" 
headwall which Nelson would later wax 
about, Salathe set off, Nelson lashed hard 
to this, the most stupendous location in 
Yosemite. lil the waning light of day five, 
Salathe punched home the eighth and final 
bolt, stepped from his aid slings, and 
frictioned up the conical summit to the top. 

August 1984 
D.B. moves left on holds soon to 'run 

out . The blue rope hangs free from the 
sheer wall . Now a dilemma: The only 
protection is a one inch aluminium block 
bashed into a pocket, it's sling faded , 
dem~ded. A good nut will fit, but only 
where his fingertips are barely slotted. He 
sighs , clips the trashy sling, steps his feet 
up to his hands and starts madcap layback
ing - hingeing out, then back, then out 
again: I look away. Feeding out blind 
inches of rope , my eyes zoom down , down 
to the Valley floor. Memorial Day traffic 
honks along at a clogged but steady clip , 
each car with exclusive moves , yet all part 
of one continuous flow. Eyes pan up to the 
ledge. Bob's lens is trained on D.B., now 
with one leg dangling, the other hooked 
above his head; fingertips maxed on obli
que crystals; wide eyes both focused and 
Jost in the function ; sweat flies off a flurry 
of limbs. Bob and I swap looks , only to 
glance at D.B., now crooked in the most 
outlandish attitude - hanos crossed, neck 
craned, feet pawing on nothing. Still , he 
moves up. We scream encouragement , the 
echo reporting off the main wall . D .B. now 
pumps up a good crack to the hanging 
stance beneath the last lead: A ladder of 
bolts up the flint hard and flawless head
wall . D.B. hangs free from the anchor and 
his silhouette on the vertical plug is spec
tacular. 

A thousand gasps later and we're three 
assembled, cloistered round one bolt , 
while hanging in questionably the most 
exotic place in Yosemite . The convex Spire 
bests one not so much on, as out , out here 
like gnats on a flagpole. There's an old 
sling threaded through the bolt. I untie it , 
nudge Bob, extend my arm , and let her fly . 
With amazement we watch it slowly waft 
down to the talus, never touching the 
orange face. We feel every inch of the wall 
below. No one's yawning. 

September 1964 
Frank Sachar and Chuck Pratt gaze up 

the long dark shaft of the Lost Arrow 
Chimney. Packs are light for they plan to 
climb the entire chimney in one day - all 
free. Both have distinguished themselves 
as two of the world's premier climbers , 
unofficial titles wrought from free climbing 
big routes formerly done with aid - aid 
from pitched ropes; aid from hooks strap-
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Opposite·Top: Terrific exposure, looking down the third pitch. Photo: Dwight Brooks. 
Opposite Bottom: The obligatory shot of the trouser-filling tryolean from the top of the 
Spire to the rim. Photo: Bob Gaines. 

ped to long steel rods ; aid from nylon 
stirrups clipped into a string of iron pitons. 
These techniques still prevail when neces
sary; and it is up to folks like Sachar and 
Pratt to prove when it is not. Climbing has 
now evolved from pure nerve to athletics, 
and the vogue is to free-climb with hands 
and feet on available features - at almost 
any cost. Just gaining the top no longer 
seems enough. It's a matter of style. After 
a full day's battle , Sachar and Pratt col
lapse onto the notch, spent, but champions 
of their plan. Sachar later wrote that 
"you'll never be so tired as the day you 
free-climb the Lost Arrow Chimney in one 
day" . 

In 1981, California ace , Greg Cameron, 
climbed the Lost Arrow Chimney with no 
rope, then ascended to the rim on lines 
lowered by friends. Now, only the actual 
Spire had any aid left . 

August 1984 
Eyes closed, head leaning on the rock , a 

steady drip , drip of sweat splashes off my 
legs. The sun wicked falls are just an ivory 
ribbon, turning to mist one thousand feet 
down. The air is dead , suffocating. Still, 
I'm not budging till calm and settled, a vain 
plan at this moor. Regardless , the Slavs are 
still wrestling with the Tyrolean, and if 
perchance I can free climb the headwall , I 
want to gain a vacant summit. 

It's time. Boots are laced till the gromets 
bend. D .B. secures the belay; Bob pockets 
his Jens cap and smiles: "Do it!" Twenty 
feet pass moderately on sharp holds . Clip 
the rope through an ancient bolt where 
several thin moves gain a thick , downhang
ing flake . Underclinging allows a survey of 
the bulging crux. It's flint hard , but there's 
a flaw - a shallow, bottomless V-slot , above 
which looks to loom a good lip . 

The move into the slot is on the last half 
inch of my index finger, followed by 
another savage yank - feet now pasted on 
the slots opposing walls and slowly butter
ing off. Some frantic wiggling of fingertips 
into a dinky lock, limbs shaking with 
strain. Can't hang here long but there's not 
even a dimple for my feet . "I'm gonna 
rip!. .. " "No! Try something ... anything
.. . we've got you" , they yell , not about to 
accept me falling off without trying some
thing rash. Here goes. I place my foot on 
zero and Junge for the lip. Some lip! Feels 
like a greased beach ball. I hang it momen
tarily , then .. . oing! Slamming down on a 
Salathe bolt, D.B . quickly lowers me to the 
belay. 

The electric spook, the tiny cars , the 
heat - all gone. All that's left is the craving 
to succeed. But how? Sipping the last 
water , alternative moves are discussed for 
the lunge is just too ridiculous . Off again , 
soon cranking back into the slot and again 
wiggling fingertips into that dinky pocket . 
Kids stuff compared to this next stretch . 
Must try something different here . Palm 
off the left wall, pinch a wafer edge, stem 
feet on precious little and gingerly stretch 
over the slot. The tendons in my finger will 
explode should I tax them further on that 

wafer . Gamble that feet will briefly stick 
and match hands on the beach ball; shuffle 
feet up on other smears. No holds, no 
purchase, only the friction of boots and 
hands. Above, the Spire angles off twenty 
feet to the top, but mantling over the bulge 
feels horrific. 

"You've got it!" , they scream. 
"The hell I do!. .. watch me! " 
Elbow cocked, palm cown and pressing, 

hand greasing off, high step onto the beach 
ball, foot starts sliding - bunched up, 
teetering, palm slid to last inch, foot too 
shaky for weight transfer - it's move or 
plummet. 

"Crank it!" The echo agrees. 
Right hand instinctively blurs up ... slap! -

bucket. It's a done thing! Fifteen easy feet 
and the summit's mine, thirty-eight years 
after Jack Arnold. Not until tying off the 
bolts do I realize my whole body is running 
sweat, clothes and boots soaked through. 
Later, while securing ropes to the rim, Bob 
comments that this whole venture seems a 
hallucination: Hiking up to the rim and 
scouting this striking granite bottle; the 
wild climbing and sci-fi like summit ... shit! 

"It ain' t over yet", I laugh, clipping into 
the taut line and zipping out over the 
defile . 

Above: Dwight Brooks leading the third 
(5.11) pitch. Photo: Bob Gaines. · 

Summary: An account of the history·ot 
climbing on Lost Arrow Spire, Yosemite 
Valley, California, and of the first free 
ascent, August 1984 by John Long, Bob 
Gaines and Dwight Brooks. 





ANNAPURNA SOUTH FACE· ALPINE STYLE 
by Enric Lucas 

Above: Base Camp! For the mountain environment, small is definitely beautiful. 
Opposite and Below: part of the huge South Face of Annapurna showing the Polish Spur to the left, and the lines of ascent and descent 
taken by the Spanish pair. This and other photos: Lucas collection. 

"When you are in a corridor faced by 
many doors , perhaps only one of them is 
the correct way: towards a forgotten world , 
where time and limitations do not exist" . 

Once again , I find myself in the role of 
author of something I can find neither the 
beginning nor end , for which reason I 
neither know when it started nor ended. 
This situation probably never existed, nor 
in fact will it ever cease to exist - perhaps 
it's the only real thing in a world of 
illusions. I often wonder why I allowed 

.myself to be taken up in this wave, more of 
dreams than reality . I feel constantly trap
ped by this desire to try something new and 
different. 

The idea of a huge 8000m wall, climbed 
alpine style by two people, began to prey 
on my mind, when I still had four months 
military service remaining in Madrid . 

Now, two years have passed and I have 
succeeded . Now what? Has anything 
changed? Have I lost anything or gained 
anything? I have travelled far yet returned 
to the beginning. Thousands of similar 
questions have come to me, all without 
answers, but I feel something extra, now 
within me, something which grew from 
these experiences and because of them, 
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made me stronger, richer and more alive . 
Sixteen months of preparation, worries 

and haste finished suddenly with "Ladies 
and Gentlemen, after some mintues, over 
fly, arrive to Katmandu , local time 12.30 
pm .. . thank you" . We are at last on the 
road to our objective - twenty days later, it 
lies before us and after another 45 days we 
have achieved it ; yet another 30 days 

and we have returned. 
On the 15th August , when we actually 

saw the South Face of Annapurna for the 
first time, I felt only confusion. Is this it? 
Of course! During the five weeks of our 
acclimatising we had enough time to study 
and determine everything about the wall. 
Our analysis was exact and precise , the 
climb a photocopy of our plans. 

We planned to go nowhere near the wall 
during our acclimatisation period and only 
when we were in full physical condition to 
attempt a straightforward ascent, as in the 
Alps, with 2 ropes for climbing and abseil
ing, a bivouac tent for 2, food and fuel for 7 
days . Only when we were ready would we 
attack the wall . In this way , we would only 
have to expose ourselves once to the falling 
stones which incessantly pepper the wall, 
between 6000 - 6800m. 





This Page: Hard mixed climbing (V/A2) at 7180m. 
Opposite Page: Looking west across the vast sweep of Annapurna 's South Face. 





At 7300m above the second bivouac. 

A straightforward attempt, a logical 
strategy and a pure ascent were the results 
of our illusions. 

Throughout the five weeks of our accli
matisation, we simply ascended surround
ing peaks of around 6000m. To start with, 
we went up a couple of times to about 
5600m on the wall itself where we estab
lished a small cache of provisions, then we 
succeeded on Tent Peak, spending two 
days on a ridge where we constructed an 
ice cave (a possible later refuge). 

Throughout this period we had to suffer 
the rigours of the Monsoon, whose rain in 
base camp and snow above 5000m was oµr 
daily bread. 

But an argument between Nil and myself 
resulted in his solo ascent of Fluted Peak 
while Anna and I climbed Tent Peak yet 
again, returning the same day. The follow
ing day, I went up again with Anna to our 
cache at the foot of the wall , mainly to 
ascertain a safe way across the initial 
system of cracks/grooves. 

G_ood weather appeared , sow~ decided 
to attack the wall, but our first attempts 
were frustrated by a species of weasel 
which inhabits these altitudes . Almost all 
our provisions stashed for the wall in our 
cache had been eaten . After two or three 
days we returned to the attack. This time 
we planned to climb in one day direct to 
the initial break on the first part of the 
wall, at 5800m, setting up a bivouac in the 
same spot as the British team in 1982. That 
same night we intended crossing the first 
700m of the lower part of the wall itself. 
This section, comparable to the North Face 
of Les Droites, seemed the most dangerous 
of the wall - the same place where Alex 
McIntyre lost his life, when he was struck 
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by a single stone falling from the steep 
sections in the centre of the Face. 

We accomplished all this section during 
the night, carrying our ropes in our sacks in 
order to travel more rapidly. Come day
light we had reached 6700m but remained 
in the firing line for a further two hours 
after dawn. Not huge, but numerous, the 
stones became an accepted rainfall of 
danger. This hail of death lasted up to 
6800m where the line of the route moved 
diagonally left. 

After twenty continuous hours of climb
ing we set up the second bivouac at 7100m . 
Our only relief lay inside the tent where 
although crouched, we were at least pro
tected from the one great problem of the 
face - the wind. As in the days that 
followed , our routine became a matter of 
organising gear and making breakfast, just 
as the sun's full force hit the wall. 

Now, within a couple of hours we would 
be in exactly the same position from where 
Alex and Rene had to return in 1982, 
through lack of equipment and provisions . 
Once there at 7150m a steep rock band 
across the face narrowed slightly and 
offered a way upwards. We first tried to 
move up a corner which seemed capable of 
taking pitons but after two attempts with 
the inevitable falls , we had to search for 
another escape route. The first fall resulted 
from an ice sliver coming away from the 
rock while I was hanging on axes; the 
second as a rock spike behind which I had 
placed a piton became detached. We sear
ched for a more accessible way by which , 
Nil , after another fall, managed to climb 
straight up a rock pillar, initially by hard 
free climbing and then Al/A2 up to 7200m. 
Whilst cleaning the pitch I dropped my 

More action on the difficult rock band 
around 7100m. 



Enric Lucas and Nil Bohigas on the summit of Annapurna (8061m) , 12.20pm October 3rd 1984. All they have to do now is abseil off! 

ice-hammer, leaving me just my axe to 
clean the pitch and continue up the face . 
We established the next bivouac on top of 
a projecting rock . As with all the bivouacs 
on the face we had to dig in the ice for an 
hour or more in order . to excavate a ledge 
big enough to spend the night, half sitting, 
half hanging. 

Next day , although practically on ice 
throughout, we only managed 250m. Our 
packs were slowing us up, hardly surprising 
as we had been carrying in the region of 25 
kg each. 

On some pitches we could rig good 
belays - on others , although steep, we had 
to climb together with the rope loose and 
no belays. Eventually we arrived below a 
hanging serac at 7460m, which actually 
provided a safe bivouac, protected from 
the stone fall which had begun yet again. 

Throughout the fourth day we continued 
traversing leftwards, below a huge banner 
of perfect granite at an altitude of some 
7600m - 7800m. While searching for the 
best way out of this rock arena we came 
onto the final section of the Polish Spur. 
Here we established the fifth bivouac. 

At night , in sleeping bags, we continued 
our habitual conversation with Anna and 
Moutse in Base Camp, asking their advice 
about progress. This contact helped to 
make us forget, if only for seconds , our 
isolation on such a huge face where our 
only escape was down the rope to the 
bottom. As usual, with hardly any sleep, 
we rose to face the final challenge. We 
climbed some 160 metres on excellent 
granite similar to grade V /V + in the Alps , 
up to 7800m on the higher part of the _ 
Polish Spur. Here we spent the sixth and 
seventh bivouac. 

Feeling the summit so close , yet not 
knowing the way up would not let us sleep. 
Only five hours to achieve everything, but 
now it seemed an eternity. 

At this bivouac we left all our equipment 
and with only cameras we climbed up the 
final part of the face to reach the summit 
ridge which joins the three summits . We 
realised that the Central Summit (8061m) 
was just as accessible as the East Peak 
(8020m) which we had intended climbing -
so there and then we decided to go for the 
Central Summit - a higher and greater 
achievement! At 12.20 pm we made it. 
Complete freedom! All our pent-up energy 
of the last eighteen months was released. 
We spent 90 minutes on the summit 
without realising it. 

We had no problem with radio contact 
with Anna and Moutse who had been 
eagerly following the progress of two mi
nute dots on a massive face . We were also 
glad to hear of the success of the nearby 
Swiss expedition who later rewarded us 
with a Sherpa Song. 

After the obligatory photos , we began 
the descent to the tent where we spent the 
seventh night, again at 7800m. Here the 
dryness in my throat worsened , owing to 
our lack of water, so much so in fact that I 
found it almost impossible to speak to Nil. 

The whole of the eighth day until 11 at 
night was spent in continuous abseil down 
to the ridge. For this we used our 8mm x 
80m rope which we'd used double for 
climbing, together with another 7mm x 
80m which we had carried up in the 
rucksack with the sole purpose of getting 
down with its help. 

We expected the descent to be safer and 
more straightforward than the ascent since 

it was more direct. All our anchor points 
came from the equipment we had carried 
up to 7800m. However the stock gradually 
dwindled until the last rope length de
pended solely on one piton and our physic
al resources. We arrived at the ridge. From 
here we staggered until midnight across the 
unstable and broken glacier to our tent . 

On our way back , away from the face -
we had climbed for seven days without 
being able to sleep, spent 90 minutes on 
the summit, abseiled for 16 hours down the 
face of an 8000m peak without fixed ropes 
and now we are safe. Yet to me it's all 
unreal. I don't seem to have arrived 
anywhere neither have I returned from 
anywhere . 

After living and dreaming, the most 
important - "to awaken"! 

Summary: An account of an audacious 
alpine style ascent of a major new route on 
the South Face of Annapurna Sept-Oct. 
1984. 
Climbers:- Enric Lucas and Nil Bohigas, 
supported by Anna Masip and Montserrat 
Soleras at Base Camp. 
3900m of ascent over 9 days will separate 
lines of descent fixing anchors all the way. 
(The first time this has been done on a 
major wall in the Himalaya). 
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KENDAL85 
Words and Pictures by John Kirk 

'I can only answer questions on meself 
quipped Don as he sat in the spot-lit chair 
during The Krapton Factor. It was all a fix. 
Mr. Whillans was supposed to win: it was 
heaven help McNaught-Davis if he lost and 
the questions had been set accordingly _ 

Border TV were bound to pick up the 
goodies for Best British Film. From the 
moment the hushed audience clapped eyes 
on Bonington and Peascod they knew the 
prizes were well out of reach of Greg 
Lowe's First Ascent. 

With what was described as 'new money' 
Border produced two excellent films: with 
an eye on the historic and with its feet 
planted firmly in the present. 

Although the masses loved the nostalgic 
taste of The Climbers, they were wooed by 
the subtle introduction of stereo sound and 
the exceHent photography, which com
bined to make Peascod on Eagle Front and 
Incantation, a study of Peter Whillance 
pioneering a new route on Gable, the toast 
of the festival. 

For sheer tenacity and professionalism 
under pressure it was hard to fault Leo 
Dickinson's Eiger, already an award win
ner at Trento. The stark grimness of the 
North Face of the Matterhorn was clear for 
all to see in Leo's earlier masterpierce, 
Matterhorn, narrated by McNaught-Davis. 

In all, there were more than twenty films 
and two slide shows at the festival, and the 
majority were of a tolerably high standard, 
but if it were possible to bottle celluloid 
then some of the offerings would outsell 
Mogadon, to mis-quote film judge chair
man Jim Curran. 

The films were, of course, of secondary 
importance. What really mattered was 
seeing old friends, and enemies. As Byron 
had it, 'Men love in haste, but hate at their 
leisure'. Society smiles were much in evi
dence and sincerity was at a premium, but 
these were, however, well balanced by 
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genuine good feeling and the success ot the 
discos and bar sessions bore that out. 

Jim Perrin and Bill Birkett managed a 
meeting of minds, only somewhat more 
bruising than they had intended. Don 
Whillans organised a Rock 'n' Roll com
petition and generally cut through the 
bullshit with his dry, lively wit. 

As people commuted between the Lei
sure Centre and the Brewery Arts Centre, 
they became aware of the natives of 
Kendal, the rainy streets and the not so 
distant hills. Reality was, however, kept at 
a distance as the alcohol did its work and 
others lived out nightmares for a captive 
audience. 

As the hordes streamed from the au
ditorium, they seemed content with what 
they had seen. It was strange to see so 
many individualists gathered together in 
one place. For a set of people usually 
dedicated to getting away from it all, there 
was strong evidence of a growing gregar
iousness. 

Winners 
Photographic Competition: Rock Action -
Ian Hill, Mountain Landscape - Gordon 
Stainforth, Mountaineering Action - Steve 
Venables, Best Portfolio - Steve Venables, 
Climbers World - Bill Birkett, Simon 
Horrox Award - Ian Smith. 

Films 
Best Film - Eiger by Leo Dickinson. 
Best Mountaineering Film - Eiger by Leo 
Dickinson. 
Best British Film - Border Television 
Series Lakeland Rock. 
Best Rock Climbing Film - Opera Vertical 
- (Edlinger - Verdon). 
Best Adventure Film - Sid Perou's Mexico 
Caving Film. 

Above: "That's me in the wig!" 
Opposite Page, Top Left: Don Whillans 
makes sure Border T. V. team Paul Beriff 
and Paddy McCreanor (front) edit out the 
embarrassing bits from the Dovedale 
Grooves film. 
Top Right: "Lead spewing Marine" and 
ex-director of Plas-y-Brenin, John Barry 
announces yet another programme change. 
Centre Left: Reg can't touch you for it! Ian 
McNaught-Davis and Don Whillans. 
Centre Right: Jim Perrin blames Ken 
Wilson for his own short-comings in the 
Krapton Factor quiz. (And loses the end of 
his finger in the process!). 
Bottom Left: The venerable Venables re
ceives one of his prizes from Europa Sports 
Dave Brown, while stills judge John Cleare 
looks on, admiringly. 
Bottom Right: "It's very nice, but where do 
you put the batteries?" Border T. V. pro
ducer Paul Berriff received Best British 
Film award from B.B. C. personality Alas
tair Macdonald, who started the company 
with John Barry. 

Captions by Bernard Newman 





GEAR ROCK BOOT GUIDE 
Edited by Da·ve D-urkan 
Research by Rosie Smith 

To the rock climber the friction boot is 
probably the singularly most important 
piece of equipment. 

Once virtually all friction boots were 
known as EB's or PA's. The story goes 
of how Pierre Allain developed the first 
friction boot with Emil Bordenau. A 
disagreement resulted, separating the 
two. From that time EB's pulled $!head 
of PA's, and became 'the' world rock 
boot. 

About five yers ago Bordenau made a 
crucial mistake, in that a machine was 
introduced to do the vulcanizing. The 
resulting product was a poorer per
forming boot, which fell to bits. This left 
the way open for other manufacturers 
to break into the market. Climbers were 
soon willing to try the alternatives. As 
this movement away from EB's was 
gathering force, so from France and 
Spain came a new generation of rubber 
compounds, that offered superior fric
tion to anything that had come before. 
Of the two, Boreal took the lead, and 
probably today produces the world's 
most sought after boot - Fire. 

Yet, there were other factors leading 
to the demise of the world leader. 
Firstly, comfort became a new norm, 
with Scarpa Asolo and HanWag leading 
the pack. Two types of boots were 
evolving: the smear or soft innersole 
boot, and the edging boot, where a 
stiffer midsole allowed for edge capac
ity never deemed possible in the EB era. 

The age of change had arrived, and 
all in the span of five years. Design and 
construction methods were challenged 
and revalued: colours and weight play
ed a part; heel and lace systems fol
lowed. There is the adjustable boot 
from Brixia, the "Uni-foot" or uni-shape 
boot from La Sportiva, complex con
struction from San Marco, and the 
acceptance of female technical consul
tants. 

This last move, notably by La Sporti
va, opens up a pool of untapped talent, 
that should prove more than just col
ourful and innovative. It may lead to a 
rethinking in rucksack, tent and sleep
ing bag design. This could shake a few 
conservative bastions, but more of that 
in later Gear articles. 

At the last Autumn ISPO show in 
Munich and at this year's Spring show, 
Gear discussed products with most of 
the major boot manufacturers. The list 
below is far from complete; some mod
els are just touched on, some have been 
tried and/or tested, while other com
ments are based on information 
gleaned from friends and foes alike. 

A few notes: 
a) There is no one best boot, although 
Fire probably deserves the Boot of the 
Decade Award, so far. 
b) Some boots are made specifically 
for certain types of rock, others are 
marketed for all round use. There is a 
disturbing trend by some to add the 
new super friction rubber to standard 
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Fires - leaders of the Rubber Revolution. 

constructions. In some cases this will 
enhance performance, but most stiffer 
boot constructions married to super 
soft rubber results in the softer rubber 
rolling off edges and wearing quickly. 
c) There are two basic techniques - to 
edge (including toe) and to smear. To 
edge is a basic attempt of utilizing the 
natural feature of the rock, by extending 
the feature and supporting the foot at a 
given angle. To smear is to mother that 
same feature. 
d) We assume a rule of thumb: that 
super friction boots are less stiff than 
edge friction boots. Stiff mid soles, 
especially at the toe, are often coupled 
with a hard rubber for limestone use. 
Softer midsoled boots with super fric
tion are aimed at all round use: super 
soft or slipper midsoled boots with 
super friction are projected by some as 
the answer. Rock, plus previous indi
vidual climbers' experience/technique 
plays an important part. 
e) There is a general move away from 
rounded toes to pointed toes, aimed at 
the small holes found on limestone. 
Some producers may have taken this 
trend too far, to where not enough 
pressure can be exerted on this point. 
Comfort may also be sacrificed. 
f) We may see in the near future 
climbers using two to four different 
types of friction boots during the course 
of a day's crag climbing to suit the type 
and difficulty of climbing. 

I remember seeing a fine rock slide 
series of Luisa Jovane on 'Don't Follow 
Me, I'm Lost Too' (grade Vlll+/French 
7b) on the Lake Garda crags. It promp
ted me to think of a new name, "Don't 
Ask Me, I'm Confused Too " in regard to 
boots. So the following is not interided 
as a comprehensive test report, just an 
overview of what is on the market, and 
to add to the general confusion. We 
have tried where possible to indicate if 
boots are not sold by the UK or US 
agent/distributor, but in some cases this 

information has been difficult to obtain 
accurately. 

Stop Press 
The new Ron Fawcett boot is no 

longer being produced in Spain. Clog, 
because of concerns of quality control, 
have secured supplies of top friction 
rubber, and are at time of going to press 
installing machines in their own factory 
in Wales. The main changes that will be 
made are that the toe will be built 
slightly higher; a new eyelet machine 
will eliminate the pulled eyelets of Cal
ma, and they promise us, "The same 
friction properties, possibly better edge 
capacity, a snugger foot shape, and that 
their "Friction is Fact" boot will be 
unbeatable". 

This change of sources is a typical 
example of the state of the friction boot 
market - things are moving at such a 
pace that today's news is already his
tory. A review of the friction boot 
market in five years time will make 
interesting reading. Then we will prob
ably see five or six boots gaining and 
trying to retain the top positions. 

Editorial Hobby-Horse 
Having read Dave Durkan's com

ments with great interest, there are 
certain points regarding rock boots 
which have always bugged me. When I 
first began climbing (groans off) the 
choice of friction footwear was limited 
to P.A. 's, R.D. 's and Masters. The latter 
two models were of robust construc
tion, almost like mountain boots with 
smooth soles. Since then boot styles 
(especially half-cock British attempts 
from Gollies onwards) have strived to 
produce even more highly developed 
upper designs, ignoring the one most 
obvious fact, that all rock boots wear 
out at the toe long before the rest of the 
sole or the uppers. Even the highest 
quality "edging" boots such as Han
Wags and Super-Ratz soon lose their 
edge, and become perforce smearing 
boots, a function for which they are not 
designed, being far too supportive and 
insensitive. Resoling of boots just does 
not work, even for climbing-wall use. 
Boot manufacturers must get into their 
heads that Pierre Allain got it right from 
the word go, and that what is required 
is not a beautifully made high tech 
diving boot, but a lightweight high 
friction boot which relies on a really 
good fit for support, constructed from 
lower cost materials which will wear at 
the same rate as that crucial small area 
around the toe. 

Forced to revert to my "nicely worn 
in" E.B.'s when my Fires wore out 
recently, I was amazed to find that the 
superb fit of "old technology" boots 
almost made up for their slightly lower 
frictional properties. I disagree with 
Dave at this point; for the company that 
puts a "new rubber" sole on an E.B. 
style upper will have a license to print 
money. - Bernard Newman. 



~ Agent/Distributor 
Emil Bordenau UK: None 
Paris, France 

US: International 
Mountain 
Equipment 

Dachstein Int. UK: Jag Sport 
Molin, Austria 

US: Dachstein Int. 

La Robusta, UK: Berghaus 
San Vito, Italy 

US: Direct 

Dolomite Spa, UK: MOAC 
Montebelluna, 
Italy US: Open 

Asolo Sport S.r.l.UK: Karrimor 
Vidor (TV), Italy International 

Ltd. 
US: Kenko 

International 
Inc. 

Calma, Spain UK: Clog 

US: Climb High 
Inc. 

La ·sportiva UK: Direct 
Tresero, Italy 

UK: Direct 

Vet Sport UK/US: Direct 
Coste di and seeking 
Master agent 
Italy 

Brixia Spa UK: Open 
S. Eufemia (BS) 
Italy US: Brenco 

International 

Modal Material 
Super Gratton: 

·a) Standard (RT) a) Canvas with 
leather 
reinforcment 

b) Maestria (RT) b) Canvas with 
leather 
reinforcement 

c) Prestige (RTI c) Leather 

Slick (RTI Backed suede 

a) Rock (RT) a) Suede/Nylon 

b) 8412 (RT) b) Double suede 

c) 8409 (RT) c) Backed suede 

DMloper 

In House 

In House 

Size Range Comments 
Some deliveries Originally hand-made but about four years apo vulcanizing by _machine 
arrive with was introduced. This resulted in an orthopaedic nightmare with poor foot 
36-46 and forms, boots falling to bits, and a bad name. As the once sacred doors 
others 3-12. opened to other producers, so Maestria appeared as EB's reply. Again 
All with ½ hand made, with a slightly more human foot form (wider and hi11her toe 
sizes. piece). c) is basically the same, in split leather with a cotton lining. 

36-46 
No½ 

4 to 11½ 
with½ 

Even with all the competition, there are still a lot of good climbers doing 
routes in Grattons, and no doubt they will continue to do so. 

Only Maestria and Prestige models sold in U.S. 

UK agent does not distribute this boot. It has a nice broad fit. The lace 
system could come lower down and the tongue tends to slide to one side. 
Another all-round boot. 

UK agent does not distribute any of these boots. a) Looks comfortable for 
Donald Duck type feet, as very wide. b) is a narrower version, sporting a 
heel. c) is rather uninspiring. 

This producer requires assistance in entering the 20th Century. 

a) Patrick a) Backed reversed a, c & d: a) 34-36 
with½ 

None of these boots are distributed in the UK and are sold mostly in the 
continental market. "The" Patrick Edlinger boot is a), and popular on the 
continent. It is now available with standard rubber, or soft rubber for "111per 
friction•. 

Edlinger (RT) leather Patrick 
Edlirtger 

b) Crozzon (RT) b) Backed reversed b & e: B) 36-46 
no½ leather 

c) PE (RT) c) Backed reversed 
leather 

d) PE JR (RT) d) Backed reversed 
leather 

e) GB (RTI e) Backed reversed 
leather 

a) Canyon (RT) a) Cotton backed 
suede 

b) HPS (PT) b) Cambrelle 
backed 
cordura/ 
leather 

c) HPB (PT) c) Cambrel~ra 
backed cordura/ 
leather 

UK: Ron Fawcett Backed suede 

US: Calma 
Adherencia 

a) Mariacher (PT) a) Backed suede 

b) Temptation 
(PT) 

Brenta 1 (RT) 

a) Fulcro (PT) 

b) Estro (RT) 

b). Suede 

Producer claims 
Goretex, with 
leather, reinforced 

a) Leather and 
canvas 

b) Double suede 

Various 

In House 

Ron Fawcett 

c) 34-46 
with½ 

d) 29-33 

e) 35-48 

a) 4-13 with 
½ 

36-46 

Manolo Zanolla 34-37 
Heinz Mariacher with ½ 
Luisa Jovane 

By customers 

Marco Bernardi 
and 
Marco Preti 

36-46 
no½ 

a) 3 to 12½, 
no ½ 

b) 3 to 12½ 
with ½ 

b) Has a velcro fastener over the instep, to retain heel. 

c) Is an all-rounder. 

d) It's nice to see a junior model. 

e) Dolomite pointed out that the performance rating given in Gear 
(Mountain 84) was a little unfair, considering this is a lower priced boot 
compared to others tested. We agree this boot is good value for lower to 
middle grade all-round use. UK agents do not distribute. 

Model a) is still one of the best all-round boots on the wortd markat. It 
sports Devos-grip Z rubber sole. 

Models b) and c) are still being tested. The size range will be determined 
after testing. These models may replace the Canyon, but again test results 
are awaited. b) Sports a slick Pirelli, with a Vibram heel. 

We hope to try to test these ourselves in early 1985. 

OriQinally called Cheetah in the UK, then renamed Ron Fawcett. Sold in the 
UK in blue/yellow version. In the US, called Calma Adherencia and in a red/ 
grey version. Same boot, and we were able to test. Our feelings: 
1) Could be too pointed at top of toe for some. 2) No half sizes. 3) Some 
slippa11e of foot inside boot, as slick insole. 4) Poor quality workmanship 
(stitching). 5) Shoe laces are rubbish. 6) Eyelets could be closer togther, 
especially near toe. 
Having said that, Marius Morstad (our tester - 5.13b) said "the lightest, 
most comfortable and best performance boots I've ever used". He's 
thrown his Fires, but it's doubtful if everyone will follow suit: Note: very 
little size distortion even after heavy use. 

a) is an established and distinctive purple/yellow boot, good all round. 

b) is a mind-bender. The boot shape is "Uni-foot•. There is no difference 
in shape between the right and left boot. If this "patented" foot form is 
comfortable for you, then pick a size to fit your left foot, say 39½ and a 
size to fit your right foot, say 40. Basically, custom made. If you use one 
size on both feet, then there is a further bonus, when the inner edge is 
worn down, you simply swap boots, and use the once outer edge as the 
new inner. If you lose a boot, or one wears out quickly, or you are one 
legged, you simply buy one boot. Additionally, they claim "better 
friction than Fire, with less wear·. Tough guys and girls at Sportiva. 

An unsophisticated boot, rather like Dutch clogs with laces. A half-hour 
try on the exhibition wall showed good edge performance. Comfortable 
to walk in, and very cheap, so this producer could be developed by some 
hot shot looking for a boot to put his name on. 

a) Has an "adjustable internal traction system• where the user can adjust 
the boot by a full size to suit the conditions. The potential is mind
boggling: you walk up in full size, the easy pitches necessitate a little 
tightening, as the grade rises so you simply pull the strap and the boot 
gets tighter. Then on big walls, a cold morning allows for full size and 
thick socks, and as the sun warms body and rock, shift socks, and ce
duce the size of the boot. 

The two different prototype adjustable strap systems we saw will no doubt 
experience some teething problems, so don't rush out and buy. However 
this development should be followed. 
b) After a) anything would look tame. A good all-round boot, initally some 

pressure on achilles, and lacing could go further down. 

Caber Italia Spa UK: W.H. · Fagan & a) Serenity a) Non-stretch Franco 35 to 46 
with ½ 

Perlotto is a 11ifted climber, and has worked hard on these •candy-striped" 
boots. Little Is known about either model, but the midsole of the Serenity 
is of a technical construction aimed at giving flexibility for ·smearing·, 
plus good edging capability. The colour scheme of Serenity, likened to a 
painted zebra, caused some attention at the show. Boulder is more con
servative in decor, and sports a raised heel. These boots expected on UK 
market this spring, but not sold to US. 

Montebelluna, Son Ltd. cotton 
Italy US: Caber USA 

b) Boulder b) Backed suede 

c) Approach 
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Opposite Page: 1-Dachstein Slick, 2-Dolomite P.E., 3-San Marco Special & Prestige, 4-Koflach Direttissima, 5-La Sportiva 
Temptation, 6-Dolomite Edlinger, 7-Caber Serenity, 8-Scarpa Superatz, 9-Kastinger Climb Special, 10-Koflach Big Wall, 11-Clog 
Ron Fawcett Boot, 12-Meindl Slick, 13-Hanwag Slick Magic, 14-Brixia Fulcro, 15-Caber Boulder. 

Producer Agent/Distributor 
San Marco Int., UK: None 
Caerano di S. 
Marco, Italy US: Climb High 

Model 
Yellow Line: 

a) Special (AT) 

Material 

a) Cambrelle 
backed split 
leather 

bl Prestige (AT) bl Cambrelle 
backed Nubuk 
leather 

Boreal, UK: Wild Country a) Fire a) Leather 
Alicante, Spain 

US: Sole Survivor b) Cat bl Backed leather 

cl Ballet 

Hanwag, UK: Ski & Climb a) Slick (PT) al Backed nylon/ 
leather Vierkirchen/Obb, 

W. Germany US: Direct bl Slick Magic 
(PT) 

b) Nylon uppers 
backed with 
canvas 

Kastinger, 
Seewalchen, 
Austria 

Koflach 
Sportgerate 
GesMBH, 
Koflach, 
Austria 

c) Crack Special cl Canvas backed 
(AT) nylon with 

suede outer 

UK: Impact Leisure Climb Special Leather and 
upper (AT) goretex 

US: Climb High Inc. 

UK: Sports 
International 

US: Koflach/ 
Bliuard USA 

al Big Wall (AT) a) Suede/canvas 

bl Direttissima bl Suede 
(Semi PT) 

Developer 
Patrick 
Berhault 

John Bachar 
Jerry Moffat 
Wolfgang 
Gullich 

Sepp 
Gschwendtner 

In House 

Thomas 
Bubendorfer 

Richard- UK: Troll Ltd. a) Contact II (AT) a) Cotton backed In House 
Ponlllert SA suede 
lzeaux, France US: Royal Robbins 

Kragge UK/US: Direct 
Products, 
Penrhyndeudrae th, 
Wales 

Scarpa -
Asolo, Italy 

UK: Berghaus 

US: Unknown 

bl Solo (AT) bl Canvas/leather In House 

c) Granite (AT) cl Canvas/leather A. Desmaison 
(full leather 
lining) 

d) P.A. (AT) d) Canvas/leather P. Allain 

Spider (PT/AT) 

a) Spider 

Backed suede 
fully lined with 
nylon and padded 
tongue 

a) Backed suede 

bl Super Spider bl Backed suede 

cl Super Ratz 

Kragge 
Products and 
Arvons 

Size Range 
35 to 46 
no½ 

US size 
4-13 with ½s 

3-13 with ½ 

bl 1,2,3 
then ½ size 
to 12 

cl Start at 3½ 
then ½ sizes 
to 12 

Comments 
a) This is a distinctive yellow/black boot with excellent toe, inner and outer 

edge performance. Developed primarily for limestone, but once broken 
in, a fine crack and all-round boot. 

bl Is a further development of a). A complex mid-sole construction, and a 
new lace system that "allows for the vagrancies of foot shape, size and 
individual preference•. Basically, the lower lace allows for tightening, 
the upper lace is fastened back to a D-ring by the heel. This eliminates 
heel slippa~e. The internal heel-cup is of stiff material, and some init_ial 
pain in ach1lles may be experienced. Of the three pairs tested by Gear, 
none gave problems after 3 to 4 days' use. Offered with two sole alterna
tives - soft for granite (high friction) and hard for limestone. 

San Marco, with P. Berhault, have developed an over boot to be used in 
conjunction with friction boots. Called Approach, it is available in both a 
split leather or light synthetic upper, and a moon boot type sole. Ideal for 
snow or bog approaches/descents. Tested, with instep crampons, and 
found useful. 

al Probably the most important boot since EB's, giving the word friction 
real meanin~. Shaken a few people, and routes. 

bl Probably being distributed in UK early this year. 

c) 1985's new boot - sporting a heel piece that is aimed at forcing your foot 
forward so your toes curl and possible blood circulation stoppage may 
occur. Once this state is reached Boreal claims unsurpassed toe perfor
mance (and minor surgery). UK agent has only seen one size of this 
model, but are by no means sure at this time that they will market it. 

a) Is my personal best all-round, but the toe is troublesome for wider feet. 

bl This is Hanwag's answer to Fire, and should be watched. 
It has a one-piece rand and shaped arch support, with combination of 
eyelets and D-rings for quick, flexible lacing. A re-rand and re-sole ser
vice is available in UK through UK agent. 

c) Another top boot. 84 models were considerably better than 83 dura
ability, and the toe no longer buckles to the degree it did when laced 
tightly. This boot is intended for broad fitting, and the style remains 
unchanged for 1985. Should be available in UK by now. 

3-12 with ½ A distinctive red/blue boot, with clean cut lines. This boot is not marketed 
in the UK or US. 

a) 3-12½ 

bl 3-12½ 

a) 2-12 
with½ 

b) 28-47 
with½ 

cl 2-12 
with½ 

di 2-12 
with½ 

36-46, no ½ 

Two comfortable models, that look good, but not tried. a) Sports a heel. 

a) Caused a stir with its friction 3 years ago, but was upstaged by Fire. 
A quality constructed boot, providing a snug (substitute - tight) fit, the 
Contact Ill is the UK version of the Solo. One of the top contenders. 

b) Sports what was probably the first double lace system, and a raised 
heel. 

cl Is an updated "AD", an ideal big alpine wall friction boot, as comfortable, 
robust and good for edging if your feet fill it. This model not distributed 
in the UK. 

di A classic, that was probably the first really comfortable boot, and still 
gives good technical performance. Not distributed in UK. 

Made by people who gave us Gollies 15 years ago, these are an inexpen
sive, "all-round" boot, give a snug fit, are robust but are unfortunately 
heavy. They come in wide or standard fittings, and a resoling and rerinding 
service is available. The manufacturer will also custom make boots. 

cl Goretex/leather 
reinforced cl Gordon cl 35-46 

Cragratz hit the market by storm, but their appeal was diminished by the 
superior friction of Fire. A new generation of Scarpa boots has arrived. 
Models a) and bl have been discontinued in the UK, the cl sells well there. 
Gear test rates Super Ratz high, with excellent edge, toe and friction pro
perties. Lacks sensitivity in the toe due to thick mid-sole and thick friction 
rubber. 

Crispi Sport, UK: Bridgedale Plateau (AT) 
Maser, Italy 

US: None 

The following boots we have limited information on:-
Trappeur, a) Brenta 
France bl Nose 

Billiard Ets, 
France 

Paragot AC 
France 
Meindl, 
W. Germany 
Salewa, 
W. Germany 

cl Te Free 

al Grimzel 
bl Paragot AG 
c) A limestone 

boot 

Billiard 

Slick (PT) 

a) Blue Magic 
(PT) 

bl Slick Magic 
(AT) 

Leather backed 
upper 

Davison in 
conjuction 
with leading 
climbers 

In House 36-46, no½ Ideal for putting on Chicago gangsters feet before dropping them in the 
river. UK agent do not distribute this model. 

a) and bl nothing known about models. 

cl Size 34-35 with ½. A new boot incorporating a double lace system a 
similar to Galibier Solo. 
a) has a super pointed toe, light sole, and intended for granite 
bl A broad boot, light sole, intended for alpine routes. 

A wide fitting, light sole, intended for granite. Leather upper, robust. 

Sizes 5-12 with ½. Double suede. A well constructed boot, seen but not 
tried. 
a) Distrbuted mainly in Germany, and aimed at all-round market. Robust 

and comfortable PT. 
bl A new 1985 boot - comfortable, good foot and ankle support, some 

size/fit regulation by a new lace system, plus a top friction claim. 
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GEAR WIRED NUT TEST 

The testing of equipment has always been a controversial subject. Not to test, or in the case of a magazine, not 
to publish such tests, would be even more controversial. In the case of nuts, the last test was done by the DAV, 
but received little publication outside its own organ. Before that, Off Belay published comprehensive test results, 
but these were subject to criticism , on the grounds of irregularity and inconsistency. Major problems that occur 
are capacity, meaningful criteria, facilities and a sound, economic base. 

Dr. Phil Dickens of the University of Nottingham, provided Mountain with test facilities and conducted all the 
tests on our behalf. The various manufacturers provided equipment free or on a low cost basis, and through our 
exhibition visits we were able to meet with most of the manufacturers to discuss "The Dickens Report" . 

What follows below, is a condensed version of this report, with observations and comments. 
Introduction 

The tests were carried out to discover the 
actual breaking strengths of the more com
mon wired nut protection , and compare 
these results with the manufacturers stated 
breaking strengths. In addition, the hardness 
of metal alloys employed to make the nuts 
was also studied. 
Test Details 

All the tensile tests were performed on a 
Mayers Mech a nica I-Tensile/Compressive 
testing machine (see figure 1 ). 
With i) Load range 0-100 kN (0-10,000 kg) 

ii) Crosshead speed 0.01-150 mm/ 
min. 

iii) Crosshead range 75 mm 
The nuts were held in a set of moving jaws 

(fig . 2) which maintained a constant grip on 
the nut as it was being subjected (compress
ed) during the test. All nuts were pre-loaded 
to 40 kg before testing, to seat the nut and to 
remove slack in the system . The strain rate 
was set for all tests at 60mm/minute. 
Tensile or Impact Test 

Manufacturers were requested to submit 
test information on equipment and proce
dures, the majority did not provide this. DAV 
recommended that we only use a Tensile 
Test. This takes between 5 and 15 seconds to 
break a nut, whereas in a real climbing fall 
the system reaches maximum impact force 
within approx. 0.2 seconds. To eliminate 
doubts, we conducted both Tensile and 
Impact tests, but recorded no significant 
differences. 

Therefore, for wired nuts, the Tensile Test 
was considered satisfactory and variations in 
strain rate do not appear to affect the results. 

The tensile tests were conducted with an 
average of 7 wired nuts in each size from all 
the manufacturers listed. The three test 
results published in the tables are our "test 
findings" i.e. 3 random nuts chosen . All were 
tested using a 10mm cross section carabin
er; additionally the nuts were loaded on the 
largest faces for table results, 
Hardness Tests 

These tests were all performed on a Vick
ers hardness tester, giving a reading as a 
Vickers Pyramidal Number (VPN). 
Wired Nut Construction 

i) Looped - the nut is drilled and two ends 
of the wire are passed through the nut and 
held by a crimp. Majority of stoppers and 
hexes. 
ii) Trapped wire - two ends of the wire are 

either silver-soldered into the nut or the nut 
is pressed/moulded around the wire when 
hot. Mainly micros. 
iii) Single wire - hybrid of the above two, 
with only one wire in the nut, and the loop 
terminates in the crimp. Salewa tested (For
rest also use this system). 
Wire Failures 

Can occur at the places shown in fig. 4. 
a) At carabiner, most common with 

micros. 
b) Between carabiner and crimp, 
c) Wire above nut, looped construction 

and especially on the smaller sizes, 
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Typical wire nut failures 

where wire curve is sharper. (Explains 
lower breakages with same diameter 
wire, on smaller sized nuts). 

d) Below the nut, noted with some micros. 
e) Nut failure . With looped construction 

the wire may simply pull through the 
nut and lead to pull-through or distort
ion, and collapse. Or, with trapped wire, 
the nut may simply fracture and break. 

f) Wire pulled out of crimp, often in the 
larger wired nuts, but not exclusively. 

Results and Observations 
On completion of testing, we met most 

producers, and discussed the Dickens Re
port. Below, in alphabetical order, are our 
observations. 
Camp 

Hexagonals: these usually failed below the 
specifications. Inconsistent results were re
corded, with three different breakage posi
tions - at crab, above nut, or wire simply 
pulled out of crimp. The other main problem 
is that the aluminium is soft (down to 49 
VPN) and nut failure can occur with the large 
nuts as the wire is pulled through. 

Stoppers: the small wires were consistent, 
and broke above stated values, but the larger 
stoppers were extremely varied in their 
performance. Again, soft aluminium (down 
to 58 VPN) meant the nut could extrude from 
the crack in actual use. Wire met test break
age requirements. 

Brass Micros : usually fail at the crab and 
above the stated value. In some micros the 
wire is displaced towards the side of the nut, 

-s; 

which may lead to nut fracture. 
Comment: as a general point the Camp 

nuts are varied in quality, and suffer from 
poor quality control. Discussion in February 
1985 with Camp reached the following con
clusions: 
a) They accepted the report at face value. 
b) Quality control procedures are being 

reviewed. 
c) Present wired stoppers are being pro

duced under a new system. Camp were 
"aware" of some iriconsistency in 
material sourcing . 

d) A 1985 product series will be submitted 
to Mountain for testing. This series has 
already been tested by Camp, and their 
reports show a marked improvement in 
control, material and breakage speci
fications. 

Conclusion : if you have any Camp wire 
hexes or micros produced before 1985, dis
card them and buy a new set 
Cassin 

Only nuts received were Brass Micros - as 
their rock-shaped nuts, because of license, 
cannot be distributed in most markets, 

Blends, or micros, were fairly consistent 
and fail above the stated value, except for 
nos. 5 and 6, which usually fail just below, 
Acceptable. 
Chouinard 

Hexagonals : th ese failed well above the 
stated values, and were fairly consistent. 

Stoppers: show marked variation, and 
most failed just below the stated values. 



Steel Micros: Fail close to specification, 
just above or just below. Consistent. 

Because of time factors we were unable to 
get a comment regarding the above from 
Chouinard. Our conclusion: we fully recom
mend these nuts, as none of the 3 mm wired 
nuts failed below 1100 kg, and their other 
wires were on a par with other manufactur
ers. Variation in standards is a problem and 
although many do meet the especially high 
specs stated, stating 1300 kg may be market
ing overkill. 
H.B. 

The tests on all HB's were consistent and 
broke above the stated values. Recom
mended. 
R.P. 

The tests on all RP's were consistent and 
although we received no makers spec, in this 
wire size range (3.25) we felt 1000 kg should 
have been met. 

Discussion with Salewa in February 1985 
gave above spec. (1000 kg) as standard. They 
have resourced their wire, and will re-submit 
for testing. 
Troll 

Troll: no longer sold, but they provided 
nuts for establishing test procedures, and 
apart from the larger sizes, wires meet their 
specs. 
Wild Country 

Consistently up to strength, except for size 
range 4 to 6, where failures below were 
recorded. 

A meeting with Wild Country in February 
1985 resulted in: 
a) Wild Country reinspected their source 

material, a small discrepancy in wire 
mm was recorded, but the wire de
livered was above their standard speci
fication. 

b) Wild Country accepted the report 
basically at face value, but pointed out 
that our breakages occurred at different 
places than those that Wild Country 
experienced, and that other "indepen
dent" reports have shown Wild Country 
nuts to break above Wild Country specs. 
Bearing in mind that Dickens/Wild 
Country used same machine type and 
test criteria, this highlights that "stated 
breakage strength" must be regarded 
as a guide line, and that test results 
will vary slightly. A 5 to 10% variance 
is considered acceptable both by the 
trade and ourselves. Equipment re
commended. 

The Effect of Different Cross-Section Dia
meter Carabiners on Micros 

The majority of micros fail at the carabiner 
and a complete series of wired nuts were 
tested with a 12 mm carabiner to see if this 
affected the type of failure and Ultimate 
Tensile Strength. Generally a 5 to 10% 
increase in strength was recorded with a 12 
mm compared to a 10 mm carabiner. 

So, against popular opinion (cf Rock 
Climbing in Britain by David B.A. Jones) you 
should not use 8 or 9 mm mini-carabiners 
just because the micro has a low stated 
strength. 10mm is recommended as mini
mum, with the use of a larger cross section 
carabiner giving an increase in the strength 
value of micros. Weight in this instance is a 
personal consideration. 
Effect of Loading on the Smaller Faces. 

The ability of the nut to withstand being 
pulled (extruded) out of the crack depends 
on placement, rock quality, metal hardness, 
and the area of contact between the rock and 
nut. The greater area of nut/rock contact 
results in the load being shared over a 
greater surface. Placing the nut so the smal
ler faces are loaded can, with small wired 
nuts with a looped construction, cause furth
er problems. The holes in the nut will be 
deformed and pushed closer together, thus 
reducing the radius around which the wire is 
bent. This will cause a corresponding reduc
tion in the strength of the wire. However, 
even a nut placed sideways is better than no 
placement at all! 

Finally, Gear would like to thank all the 
above-mentioned manufacturers and 
agents, for their co-operation and assistance 
with the test. 
Dave Durkan 
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AU figures in bold type represent breaking strains below manufacturers stated specification . 

TYPE & NUT NUT WIRE COLOUR HARD- STATEO 
MATERIAL No. SIZE Dia. CODE NESS BREAKING 

STRENGTH (kg) 

HEX. 1 13x18 3.17 88 1000 
ALUMINIUM 

2 15x21 - 64 

3 19x24 - 69 

4 22x29 4.0 - 49 1100 

5 26x34 - 64 

STOPPERS 1 7x14.5 3.17 - 63 550 
ALUMINIUM 

2 8x16.5 - 82 1000 

3 10x18 - 89 

4 12x20 4.0 - 85 1100 

5 15.5x25 - 94 900 

6 20x30 - 58 1100 

7 25x35 - 60 

BRASS 1 4.5x7.0 1.8 - 170 300 

2 5x8 - 156 

3 ~.5x9.5 2.5 - 155 550 

4 7x11.5 - 163 

5 8.5x13.5 3.17 - 150 1000 

6 10x16 - 149 

MICROS 1 4.0x8.0 2.0 - 174 360 
(BLENDS) 
BRASS 2 5.0x9.5 - 158 

3 5.5x10.5 - 161 

4 7.5x12.5 3.9 - 161 760 

5 9.5x15.0 - 159 

6 11 .0x16.5 - 161 

7 12.5x18.5 - 160 

HEX. 1 11x19 3.3 - 106 1200 
ALUMINIUM 

2 14.3x22.2 - 117 

3 15.9x25.4 - 117 

STOPPER 1 4.25x9.25 1.65 - 175 360 

ALUMINIUM 2 5.0x10.2 - 198 

3 6.0x11.8 2.4 - 187 800 

4 7.25x13.8 - 191 

5 8.5x16.2 3.3 - 189 1300 

6 10.5x18 - 111 

7 12.0x20.5 - 101 

B 14.5x23.6 - 105 

9 17.5x26.4 - 118 

10 20.0x29.3 - 95 

11 23.0x32.3 - 113 

12 27 .0x35.0 - 115 

MICRO 1 3.5x5.0 1.25 Red 404 250 

2 4.5x6.5 1.65 Yellow 126 380 

3 5.5x7 .5 1.98 - - 630 

4 6.5x8.3 2.4 Blue 99 820 

5 8.0x9.3 Orange 103 820 

MICRO 0 3.5x7.25 2.0 Black 140 400 
ROCKS 

1 4.0x7 .75 Brown 133 
BRASS 

2 4.5x8.5 Red 132 

3 5.0x10.25 2 5 Yellow 134 700 

4 5.5x10.75 Green 128 

5 6.5x12.5 30 Blue 138 1000 

6 7 5x13 75 Black 133 

MICRO 1 3.75x5.75 1 5 Brown 133 300 
REGULAR 

2 5.0x7 .0 20 Red 133 400 
BRASS 

3 5.75x8.0 Orange 130 

4 7.0x9.25 25 Yellow 122 700 

5 8.Sxl0.75 Green 119 

MICRO 1 4.5x6.5 1 5 Brown 130 300 
SPECIALS 

2 5.5x7 5 20 Red 131 400 

3 6.25x8 25 Orange 129 

4 7.25x9.75 2.5 Yellow 131 700 

5 8.5x11 .0 Green 136 

6 10.25x13.75 30 Blue 141 1000 

MICRO 0 2.8x4.0 1.23 Pink 115 227 

BRASS 1 3.7x5.2 1.65 Yellow 137 364 

2 4 4x6.4 2.04 Red 124 546 

3 6.1x8.1 Green 130 

4 7.9x9.4 2.50 Blue 137 818 

5 8.9x11 5 Black 138 

MONOS 1 8.5x11 .5 3.03 Yellow 105 -
ALUMINIUM 1.5 10.5x13.5 3.25 Black 112 -

2 12x15 Green 112 

3 14x17.5 Blue 106 -

4 16x18.5 Red 104 -

ROCKS 1 7x1 4 2.5 - 115 700 
ALUMINIUM 

2 8x16 3.05 - 92 900 

3 9.5x17 - 109 1000 

4 11x19 97 1100 

5 13x20 - 112 

6 16x22.5 - 111 

7 18x27 - 83 

8 21.5x29 112 

9 25x32.5 117 

TESTED BREAKING 
STRENGTH (kg) 

1 2 3 

901 - 1091 

741 ... 153 

794 121 153 

113 197 1417 

979 1009 1244 

972 977 984 

1070 1073 1102 

1055 1070 1096 

1138 1245 1304 

798 1067 1162 

771 ... 1356 

1030 1245 1523 

336 472 479 

426 454 459 

464 632 635 

637 650 658 

1020 1076 1102 

1047 1052 1052 

387 418 423 

415 428 438 

398 438 438 

775 785 795 

749 754 775 

754 754 826 

777 805 810 

1325 1356 1417 

1320 1351 1366 

1315 1320 1432 

357 362 382 

331 382 403 

714 714 749 

713 744 780 

1282 1290 1300 

1172 1228 1233 

1335 1376 1402 

1188 1228 1233 

1453 1488 1504 

1213 1213 1233 

1453 1468 1468 

1427 1448 1488 

245 245 247 

403 405 408 

- - -
826 826 831 

810 810 836 

517 - -
535 - -

525 - -

744 

714 

1091 1111 1111 

1080 1106 1142 

326 326 331 

522 522 528 

535 535 543 

724 734 73~ 

729 737 764 

300 326 334 

540 540 

540 540 545 

734 744 754 

729 739 759 

1111 1121 1126 

239 245 265 

387 428 428 

591 601 601 

591 606 612 

861 866 887 

846 861 866 

805 816 826 

907 907 917 

851 882 887 

887 892 892 

866 866 887 

739 751 767 

979 989 1050 ... 1009 1030 

1014 1030 1050 

981 999 1040 

1019 1035 1091 

1132 1142 1152 

1101 1116 1126 

1081 1152 1167 



BOOKS: Long Awaited Menlove Edwards Bio from Perrin. 
" ... biography at its best, and something rather exceptional in 

climbing literature"-Oavid Cox 

Menlove: The Life of John 
Menlove Edwards 
by Jim Perrin 
Gollancz £14.95 

The way in which Menlove 
Edwards' friends and 
contemporaries wanted him to 
be remembered, which was as 
they knew him in his prime 
during the 1930's, was arrestingly 
summed up in a single sentence 
by Alan Hargreaves in his 
obituary notice in the 1958 CCJ: 
"This was a tremendous man 
upon the rocks and on the hills; a 
splendid body, with a mind very 
near to genius". It is those last 
seven words which were 
particularly perceptive at the 
time, and they are also very 
relevant in the present context, 
for ifthey in no way explain the 
tragedy of Men love's later years, 
they certainly hint at it strongly, 
and in doing so pose obvious 
questions. What were the causes 
of that prolonged later misery? 
Why did Menlove, who probably 
hadn't an enemy in the world and 
had many friends desperately 
anxious to help him, become so 
bitterly resentful of society and of 
their efforts? Was the final 
tragedy because something had 
snapped in his mind, or was it 
perhaps because something 
refused to snap? 
It should be said at once that Jim 
Perrin's new life, Menlove, is not 
just another book which climbers 
will want to have on their 
shelves, although it must come 
very high in that category. It is a 
remarkable biography, which 
deserves to be read by a public of 
whom many may even want to 
skip all the climbing bits. This is a 
study of Menlove Edwards' life as 
a whole, written over a period of 
more than ten years and only 
after the most meticulous 
collection and sifting of what 
must be almost all the surviving 
documentary evidence. Thus, 
although Edwards' climbing is 
not the central feature of the 
book, Perrin gives us much the 
fullest and best documented 
account of it; and similarly, while 
both the prose and the verse 
writings are cited primarily as 
biographical evidence, yet 
Perrin's critical comments on 
these pieces, when they occur, 
.are usually more balanced and 
certainly more intelligible than 
the comments made in Noyce 
and Sutton's earlier biography, 
Samson. These and other such 
parts of Menlove give new 
insight into the sides of his life 
which are already well known: 
that he was an outstanding 
pioneer on Welsh rock (and a 
supreme individualist in his 
approach); the performer of 
extraordinary physical feats in or 
on water; the strikingly original 
writer of powerful, and often very 
funny, mountain prose; and a 
compelling, if never fully 
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matured, poet. None of this, 
though, is at the heart of Perri n's 
book, the aim of which is to bring 
out 'a better understanding not 
only of the pain but also of the 
achievement and purpose of his 
(JME's) life.' It would be 
remarkable if everybody agreed 
with the author at all points, but 
most people will feel that the 
book has given an extra 
dimension to their understanding 
of Menlove Edwards and that the 
reasons for disagreement with it 
are relatively trivial. 
At the centre of the book's thesis 
is Edwards' passionate belief in 
the right of the human 
personality to express itself in 
any way that does not positively 
hurt society, and-the other side 
of the same coin - the supreme 
importance of tolerance and the 
understanding on minority and 
therefore unpopular points of 
view. The most revealing 
complete document in the book 
is the text of a sermon preached 
by Menlove in March, 1935, when 
he was only 24, at Stokesay 
parish church, of which his 
brother had just become Vicar. 
Basically this is a plea for the 
exercise of compassion by 
human beings to each other, in 
situations where the alternative is 
either punishment or utter social 
condemnation, and the key 
sentence is, 'Be very careful to 
understand always and never to 
blame, for in his way is our only 
chance of helping'. Equally 
remarkable, although not printed 
in its entirety, is an address which 
he gave to a Liverpool working 
men's institute on a Sunday 
afternoon in 1939, ostensibly on 
the role of psychiatry in society, 
but preaching much the same 
message as that of the earlier 
sermon. It must not be thought 
that Menlove made a habit of 
spending his Sundays in this 
way; in fact, these two addresses 
were probably unique. But the 
sincerity in both of them is 
intense, and comes across all the 
more emphatically because, as 
instances of what he meant, 
Menlove referred, in one or the 
other of them, to situations in 
which he himself either already 
had, or was later to have, 
profound personal 
disillusionment and experience 
of society's condemnatory 
attitudes. These three situations 
were of very different kinds : that 
of the homosexual, at a time 
when homosexuality was still 
legally a crime; that of a 
conscientious objector at the 
outbreak of World War II; and 
that of a dedicated clinical 
psychiatrist whose research 
work, whether rightly or wrongly, 
was totally rejected by the senior 
members of his profession. 
It is impossible to say which of 
the three personal catastrophes 
which resulted for Menlove was 
the most shattering. The point is, 

John Menlove Edwards 

though, that as they succeeded 
each other, they seemed to him 
successive hammer blows 
against the principles of rational 
understanding and tolerance 
which were so absolutely central 
to his beliefs; in that sense he 
probably saw them as different 
manifestations ofthe same gross 
injustice. Yet what could he do? 
For, as Perrin says, 'if he was a 
moral crusader, he was a quiet, 
understated and ineffectual one. 
He had no gift of making 
common cause'. The total 
rejection of society which 
followed was his only form of 
protest: no doubt still a form of 
madness, but not an ignoble one. 
Menlove Edwards' association 
with Wilfrid Noyce is Qf cqurse an 
important episode in the story, 
and it is seen by Perrin as the 
period of an 'ultimately 
devastating' love affair of some 
eighteen months' duration. That 
this affection was intense on 
Men love's part cannot be 

disputed, but, so far as Wilfrid 
Noyce is concerned, I can find 
nothing which proves more than 
the hero worship of a desperately 
keen schoolboy for one of Wales' 
two or three leading rock 
climbers. This indeed may have 
been why the association did 
eventl•all';' have such a 
devastating effect on Edwards. 
One of the things the break-up of 
this partnership did, though, was 
to inspire Menlove to write 
Scenery for a Murder, that 
magnificent article which people 
like myself must have read and 
enjoyed many times, but without 
realising (until now) what on 
earth it was about. Jim Perrin's 
analysis of this piece is a brilliant 
and almost conclusive 
exposition, although, just as a 
footnote, it should be said that 
anyone who knew Wilfrid would 
barely recognise the description 
of him as 'saturated in 
Establishment values' or 
(elsewhere in the book) as 'the 



I embodiment of gilded youth'. 
Those, however, are very minor 
points of criticism. By any . 
standards, this is biography at its 
best, and something rather 
exceptional in climbing literature. 

David Cox 

The Climbers Guide to North 
America: West Coast Rock 
Climbs 
by John Harlin Ill 
Chockstone Press, Boulder, 
Colorado US $20.95 
The immediate application of this 
fine guide is to serve the 
travelling climber, providing 
options he/she mi_ght not_ 
otherwise entertain. Particulars 
concerning location, camping, 
weather, amenities etc. are well 
described. This guide is not, and 
makes no pretensions to be, an 
exhaustive tome of individual 
areas; rather, it details the 
esteemed classics while trying to 
touch on a diverse spread, as 
opposed to doting on a roadside 
dandy. Loca_l crawats (my~elf 
included) might find error in 
Harlin's selection, but "plums" 
have always been moot points, 
and any list is doomed to prove 
this. But to the parsimonious 
pocket of most travelling 
climbers, the sixteen areas so 
described represent around 
$250.00 (US) in guidebooks, ~nd 
most of the latter never provide 
the requisite, generic info which 
all but tycoons are grateful to 
know, rather than having to learn. 
Harlin has himself travelled and 
bagged most (if not all) of the 
covered routes, so while his and 
your taste may differ on this or 
that, the general invaluable info 
provided therein allows th~ 
outsider key knowledge privy to 
the locals. 
As to format: line drawings 
(topos) accompany master 
photos which tangibly graph the 
relevant routes; action shots 
show the exhileration, or are 
hoped to (the actions shots are 
weak, but who cares?). These are 
innovations invented by George 
Meyers, the publisher and 
Yosemite Guide wizard, and are 
again put into high utility. . 
Personally, I can't conceive of t_h1s 
guide as anything ~ut a _smashing 
hit, for its purpose 1s strictly 
practical, and makes no moves 
towards the shallow flash so 
prevalent with overview type 
jobs. It's something to be used, 
and should the American dollar 
ever come down, Harlin just 
might find himself a rich man 
(depending on the deal he cut 
with Meyers!). 
While West Coast Rock Climbs 
covers both the well known 
Yosemite, Joshua Tree, Tahquitz, 
etc. (plus lesser known cliffs) I am 
told that this first volume is a 
harbinger for a spate of others, 
Harlin's intention being to 
chronicle in summary fashion, 
every worthwhile.crag in the US -
an ambitious plan. It may pr<;>ve 
that foreigners may plan the1~ 
itinerary around wha~ever ~1;11de 
they could buy; likewise, v1s1tors 
may well sample more diverse 
rock than most Americans, the 
latter prone to sloth in one area. 
Whatever comes of this particular 
guide, and those to follow, 
they're destined to become hot 
items. 
John Long 

North East Outcrops of Scotland 
Edited by D. Dinwoodie 
Scottish Mountaineering Trust 
£5.95 

The appearance of this guide 
starts to fill the gaping hole in the 
Scottish guidebook scene for 
good outcrop guides and it 
hopefully sets the trend for 
others to follow. The area that the 
guide covers is geographically 
isolated from much of the 
mainstream Scottish scene and 
yet the large number of hard 
quality routes on a wide variety 
of cliffs shows that the area is 
right up with the times. To call it 
simply an outcrop guide does 
somewhat confuse the issue 
because it covers a vast coastline 
studded with seacliffs ranging 
from extended sandstone 
bouldering through superb 
quality granite at Longha':'en to 
the brooding metamorph1cs 
looming south of Aberdeen. It 
also covers several inland crags 
and even a hilltop tor. The range 
certainly saves one from 
boredom. 
The guide itself has two 
evocative cover photos and many 
an encouraging turn of phrase 
that will hopefully tempt one or 
two wanderers norhwards. The 
text is soundly written and shows 
not just an in-depth knowledge of 
the cliffs but of the area as a 
whole. With particular regard to 
the seacliffs in the guide, as those 
of us who have seacliff climbed 
will know, good a_ccess . 
instructions are vital. The guide 
does this extremely well, using 
excellent maps and diagrams to 
help one. The maps ~nd 
diagrams ar!3 of pa_rt1cular 
importance in sorting out e_xa_ctly 
where your cliff and rou~e lie_in_ 
relation to others about 1t; this 1s 
an area where its predecessor fell 
down badly. 
The many different areas have 
their own peculiar charms and 
atmospheres but the guide has 
managed to achieve a large 
degree of uniformity of approach 
and grading although several 
different people have 
contributed. This is no doubt due 
to the editing, although I do 
detect the editor pushing the 
perverse delights of the 
awesome Earnsheugh and the 
aptly named Boglesheugh: still, 
each to his own. 
The guide does have o,:ie or two 
minor faults, but a tragic error 
has been made in omitting a 
historical section. This area was 
once the stamping ground of 
pioneers such as Patey, Brooker 
and McArtney. More recently, 
important advances have been 
made by the late Bob Smith (to 
whom the guide is dedicated) 
and by the editor himself, yet we 
have no record of their doings. 
This is a terrible pity and one can 
only hope that the history of this 
area will go down in print 
somewhere rather than be lost 
forever. 
Of the minor faults, I feel some of 
the quality stars are either 
misplaced or reluctantly given. 
The style of some first ascents 
could have been more detailed: 
take North Crack at Arthur Fowlie 
as an example; at a strenuous E3 
6a it still awaits a cruise, yet no 
one tells us this. On the same 
vein the grading of routes has 
been something of a problem 
and as the guide states, beware, 

many of the routes await second 
ascents so there is no real 
concensus of opinion. These two 
factors tend to make things less 
than pleasant for second 
ascensionists. 
As a final conclusion this is a fine 
guide unique in Scotland at the 
prese~t. It covers a wide area well 
with good access details and will 
hopefully arouse some interest 
and enthusiam for a previously 
neglected area. The guide will 
obviously have to stand for some 
time and as such it is a job well 
done. 
N.B. Since the writing of this 
guide a large number of new 
routes have been climbed and a 
supplement will soon ,be . . 
available in Aberdeen s climbing 
shops. Further to this a new 
routes book can be found in 
Graham Tiso's shop in the 
Netherkirkgate, Aberdeen. 
Neil Morrison 

Magic of Mont Blanc 
by Walter Bonatti 
translated from the Italian by 
Geoffrey Byrne-Sutton. 
Victor Gollancz Ltd./London. 
1985. £29.95 
{originally pub!is_he1 in Italy by 
Massimo Ba/dint Edttore, 1984, 
under title 'Magia de/ Monte 
Bianco') 
"Cutting fiercely up the ice field 
With his second close at hand 
And his second was Bonatti 
Second greatest in the land" 
(from 'The John Harlin Song' by 
Tom Patey) 
Sure, we always took thi: pi_ss out 
of Bonatti, but then public figures 
are fair game, especially when 
they become folk heroes as well 
as media supermen. 
Nevertheless, we've always 
respected the fellow, a bold 
mountaineer with an eye for a 
great line, an intrepid solo 
climber and - surely a most 
difficult achievement for one with 
these qualities - a survivor. 
But I didn't know that Walter 
Bonatti was a photographer too. 
The greatest alpinist of his era -
yes. Latterly an 'adventure travel' 
reporter for the Milan wi:ekly 
magazine EPOCA - certainly. But 
... "one of the finest living 
mountain photographers ... " -
here I quote from the dust jacket 
blurb - well, I must admit I didn't 
know. I'm still not convinced. 
This luxury volume is Bonatti's 
collected photographs of the 
Mont Blanc Range. It's a coffee
table book if ever there was one. 
If you can afford it however, you 
should be drinking champagne 
and not coffee. Certainly in 
Britain today publishers tend to 
fight shy of such books unless · 
they embrace useful factual 
material besides acres of pretty 
pictures, so all power to Livia 
Gollancz - a mountaineer herself
for publishing this book for its 
own sake: it can hardly be for 
commercial motives. 
It contains 158 colour 
photographs, a gushingly 
adjectival and self-conscious four 
thousand word essay on a solo 
ascent of the Peuterey Ridge, and 
nothing more. The picture 
captions are all collected at the 
back, thus providing an 
entertaining challenge to one's 
knowledge of the Range. I 
suspect, therefore, that there are 
German and French editors too, 

all using the original Italian plates 
which are of generally acceptable 
quality if often lacking a little 
lustre, particularly when 
colourful alpine flowers are 
portrayed. For thirty pounds I 
would have expected perfection. 
But such a book sinks or swims 
on its total visual impact as much 
as on the photographer's eye. 
Great photographs can be spoilt 
by poor presentation, and vice 
versa. In this case the art director 
is Japanese, the graphics are 
good, the layouts clean, the 
spreads well selected and 
complementary and many 
pictures are used across two 
pages. All very competent. 
If you al~eady know the Mont 
Blanc massif you will fi!1d . 
Bonatti's photographs interesting 
and certainly evocative. If yo~ 
don't know it, then after the first 
dozen pages you will wish you 
did. But I was excited not by_ the 
photogr-aphs ofthi: m?untains 
but by the mountains in the 
photographs. There are some 
nice pictures, there are some 
good pictures - thsre are several 
very mediocre pictures and one 
or two that are best forgotten -
but there are no great pictures. 
Which is a pity. 
The coverage of the M<?nt ~lane 
massif in all its moods 1s wide: 
dawn to dusk, storm and fire, 

.summits and pine woods, ice-
falls and avalanches, wide 
landscaping and close-up 
cameos. I liked the waterfalls and 
the moody vertical-format wide
angle flower-strewn meadows. 
Here the photographer is at his 
best. I was intrigued by the 
predawn time-exposure, 
obviously shot from the Fourche, 
of the light-trail of climbers' 
torches crossing the Brenva 
Glacier to the Col Moore, beneath 
the black menacing wall of the 
Eckpfeiler Buttress. This picture is 
used on the back cover. 
But there are all too few action 
climbing shots, and these 
typically mundane. Most seem to 
be on the Eckpfeiler although the 
best shows a rather rotund 
climber - a client perhaps? - on 
the Kagami Route on Mont 
Maudit. It alone utilises the 
classic formula of foreground 
action with great distance 
beyond, extending in this case as 
far as the Matterhorn and Monte 
Rosa. I was fascinated, if only for 
old time's sake, by the final 
seventeen action pictures on the 
East Face of the Grand Capucin, 
recalling many happy memories. 
Really telling action is the most 
difficult form of alpine 
photography, and I'm afraid that 
Tairraz does it better. 
It would be surprising if a 
professional mountaineer, who is 
also a keen and capable 
photographer, could not amass a 
pretty fair collection of 
photographs during thirty years 
climbing regularly amoi:ig 
mountains as photogenic as the 
Mont Blanc massif. This book 
demonstrates that Bonatti can 
drive a camera, has something of 
an 'eye' and is a sympathetic 
photographer. But his . 
photographs lack both the flair · 
and the meticulous attention to 
detail that mark great pictures. 
Nevertheless, a book well worth a 
good browse - after rather _than 
before the alpine season - 1f you 
can find it in the library. 
John Cleare 
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LETTERS 

Trekking Peaks and Tact 
from John Cleare 
Dear Editor, 
It is well known that the title 
'Trekking Peak' - officially 
appended to eighteen small 
mountains in Nepal - is a 
misnomer. Though technically 
quite straightforward, the easiest 
can hardly be 'trekked' up, while 
the most formidable - Kusum 
Kanguru (6,367 m/20,889 ft) -
foiled a first ascent attempt by no 
less than Doug Scott and Mike 
Covington a few years ago. While 
no longer virgin, few to date 
boast more than one regular 
route, and several offer great 
scope to small lightweight 
parties. As permits are cheap and 
may be had for the asking, and 
formalities are minimal, these 
peaks represent excellent value 
for money. I understand that the 
Nepalese Government is 
currently considering renaming 
these mountains "Alpine Peaks" 
and adding more to the list, while 
the other Himalayan 
governments, already interested, 
are monitoring the system. 
Including these so-called 
'Trekking Peaks', the Nepalese 
authorities allow climbing on 122 
peaks, and the list is widely 
published and well known. 
Whether we like it or not, 
climbing on all other mountains 
is illegal, as of course is climbing 
without permission on the 
'permitted peaks'. 
The penalties for breaking the 
rules are severe, and really do 
cramp the style of any keen 
Himalayan mountaineer. 
Unfortunately, it's not only the 
guilty parties who suffer, for the 
repercussions affect us all, both 
directly and indirectly, especially 
when someone is stupid enough 
to get caught! 
Many of us recall one blatant 
case in the 60's which, happening 
at a particularly sensitive 
moment, resulted in the closure 
of ALL Nepalese mountains for 
several years. Just before 
Christmas I myself was 
prevented by Army pickets from 
crossing the Meso Kanto because 
in the spring a French party had 
been caught climbing illegally on 
Tilicho. 
Thus the frequent reports in the 
mountaineering media of illegal 
ascents are cause for concern. 
Certainly much illegal climbing 
has taken place over the years 
and 'first ascent' parties on small 
and medium sized peaks should 
never be too surprised to 
discover traces of earlier climbs 
on their 'virgin' summits. 
However, illegal climbers in the 
past have usually been more 
tactful and wisely kept quiet 
about their activities. It is sad 
when glory becomes the 
motivation for mountaineering. 
Or perhaps editors should be 
more free of their blue pencils? 
We may not like the present 
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system and we may consider that 
it encourages large and 
expensive expeditions and poor 
style to the detriment of clean 
climbing small parties, but the 
Nepalese have a right to make 
what rules they please, even 
though they are being prompted 
from many quarters to relax 
them. Making illegal ascents and 
then tactlessly boasting of them -
particularly in international 
magazines, can, at the best, only 
delay the day when more peaks 
are opened and the regulations 
controllin,g climbing on all 
mountains, both small and large, 
are eased. 
Yours sincerely, 
John Cleare, London. 

A Different Sport? 
from Peter Beal 
Sir, 
I read with great interest the 
article/photo essay entitled "A 
Different Sport". However, once 
the dust dies down and the sound 
of climbers beating their chests 
fades into obscurity, it might be 
well to take a closer look at a few 
of the inconsistent attributes of 
this "new sport" and its 
accompanying article. 
As mentioned in the beginning of 
the article, it is a follow-up of 
UK-OK in Mountain 6Bwhich was 
in turn a response to "The State 
of the Art". It is difficult to see, 
though, that profound and radical 
changes are really taking over 
climbing. The routes are not 
significantly more difficult than 
those featured in the previous 
articles; there are just a great 
deal more of them. 
It seems that what is allowing this 
"breakthrough" in standards is 
not substantially better climbing 
but instead substantial amounts 
of route preparation and pre
placing of protection. Training for 
climbs is nothing new. Sieging 
routes for days and days is 
nothing new. What is "new" 
here, and somewhat surprising to 
see in Britain of all places, is an 
all-out endorsement by top 
climbers for pre-placed pegs and 
bolts in addition to the more 
harmless methods of frigging 
routes. 
This attitude is short-sighted and 
potentially harmful to the 
maintaining of a relatively 
consistent free-climbing.ethic, 
not to mention the physcial 
effects on the cliffs. What makes 
a free-climb possible is whether 
there are holds that can be used, 
not whether there is "Kwik 
Klip" protection so that the hard 
moves are done with a bolt at 
your waist. We are entering a 
phase similar to the time when 
anything was done to establish a 
first ascent. Indiscriminate aid 
and pin-scars were the major 
results. Fortunately a new style 
arose in reaction to this. Free
climbing restored the sporting 

element to climbing by limiting 
the number of options available 
to the climber. The use of nuts 
was a refinement alonQ the same 
lines. Now protection, in its 
myriad technologies and abuses, 
is like pegs were before; it is the 
unlimited option justified by the 
"mind-boggling severity of the 
climbing". 
This new availability of fixed 
protection brings me to another 
subject, one of considerable 
controversy, and that is the U.K. 
grading system. I have always 
thought that the conjunction of a 
techncial grade and E grade was 
perhaps the best system for 
assessing a route on a small to 
medium sized crag where the 
main interest was techncial 
difficulty. If applied properly, it 
should give a good overall 
impression of the severity and 
seriousness of a route. 
It appears, however, that in the 
face of the "new" style of 
climbing it has gone haywire. 
In the article, a graded list is 
given of the latest hot routes in 
the Peak, Yorkshire, and Pen 
Trwyn. This selection ignores 
many equally significant efforts 
in the Lakes, Scotland, the 
Southwest, Pembroke, etc. as 
well as the more scantily 
protected items in North Wales 
(The Bells, The Bells) or on grit 
(Master's Edge). Beyond the 
obviously distorted view of 
British climbing this gives, there 
are more subtle and perhaps just 
as significant distortions in the 
list as well. 
The first thing I noticed was the 
ludicrous translations into U.S. 
grading of a good many of them. 
For instance, The Prow is given 
E6 6b and so is Strawberries. 
Both are well protected, both 
were done by the same person in 
impure style and both initially 
given a grade of 7a. We could 
hope, therefore, for a reasonably 
coherent and consistent 
translation of E6 6b. What we get 
is one route being 5.13+ and the 
other, 5.12b. That's almost a 
grade and a half difference. 
This could be attributed to the 
differing types of climbing on the 
respective routes and perhaps 
the different rock. In that case, 
how is it that Revelations and 
Verbal Abuse, which are given E7 
6c, a grade higher in both 
sections than The Prow, are also 
5.13+. The routes are within 100 
yards of each other, all on 
Raven's Tor. 
I think this points out a serious 
malfunction, if not several, in the 
current use of grades, especially 
on the new limestone desperates. 
The E Qrade, instead of reflecting 
commitment and seriousness on 
a route, is now·used to measure 
the amount of strength required 
to do a route. The system can no 
longer accept anomalies like 
Master's Wall or The Bells, The 
Bells, routes of true inspiration, 
because they require brains and 
courage, not a rack of carabiners 
and a set of well-developed 
muscles. They are, within the 
current system, unratable. 
The inflation of the E grade to 
reflect well-protected, technical, 
strenuous climbing has had 
another unhealthy result. It has 
made for wide disparities within 
a given technical grade. The 6b 
given to Claws is not the same as 
that of The Prow. Just because 
individual moves of 7a don't 
exist, doesn't mean that 100 ft of 

overhanging 6b moves doesn't 
deserve 7a. And the fact that 
there are bolts every ten feet 
doesn't mean it's E7. To me, the 
obvious solution is that the 
technical grade must expand and 
~eEgrademu~a~ura~~ 
reflect the seriousness of a route. 
Speculation on this subject is 
nothing new: Supercrack in the 
Gunks being graded 5.10+, the 
obstinate maintainence of 
Scottish VS until relatively 
recently and many other 
examples all point to the 
difficulties people have in 
adjusting to changes in climbing. 
In this particular debate, there is 
an illustrative note contained in 
High #4: "Most importantly, he 
(Moffat) repeated Fawcett's 
testpiece, Tequila Mockingbird 
which he thought worth E7 6c 
(rated E6 6b in "A Different 
Sport") in contrast to Fawcett's 
grade of E6 7b. The difference 
revolves around their opinions 
on grading; Moffat preferring 'E' 
for effort and Fawcett 
incorporating the effort into the 
technical grade. This is the old 
grading problem." 
I tend to favour Mr. Fawcett's 
opinion since it gives proper 
credit to chop routes such as 
Midsummer Night's Dream (1 
repeat) or The Bells, The Bells (no 
repeat). To give the same 
technical and E grade to these as 
to a well protected limestone 
desperate is very inconsistent 
and if anything in climbing 
should be consistent, it is 
grading, otherwise it is useless. 
No doubt as a resident of 
Brunswick, Maine, USA, I have no 
business raising the issues I 
have, especially since I have not 
climbed in Britain. Nonetheless, I 
have a great interest in British 
climbing and its unique 
characteristics. The direction of 
climbing hinted at in "A Different 
Sport" is one of excessive 
refinement and control, one more 
concerned with the image of the 
climb than the actual climb, and 
one in which actual environment 
and idea of climbing has been 
lost in the wake of hype and the 
search for technical difficulty. The 
climbs listed in "A Different 
Sport" are important but they are 
a dead end. They tend to imitate 
the ethically and environmentally 
dubious refinements of the "red
point" style. Climbing, in order to 
preserve its unique and desirable 
character, must remain a sport 
with uncertainties, with rough 
edges, not a sport of perfect 
moves on perfect rock done by 
perfect climbers. 
Yours, 
Peter Beal 
Brunswick, Maine, USA. 

Aid Grades 
from Eric Collins 
Sir, 
The new aid routes in Yosemite 
are amazing, and to read about 
the current solo ascents like 
Aurora on El Cap is impressive; 
but I am not impressed with the 
new grading scheme proposed 
by Randy Leavitt (Mountain 100, 
"Rationalization of Big Aid Route 
Grades, More Big Wall Routes 
Soloed.") 
When I began my climbing career 
in the early 70's, I learned that the 
aid rating system supposedly 
measured increasingly difficult 
aid, and implicitly depended on 



security of the aid placement. I 
remember something like this: 
A 1 held elephants, and A4 held 
body weight only; A2 and A3 . 
were somewhere in between; AS 
was the hardest aid imaginable, 
so I assumed I would never have 
to worry about such nonsense. 
This upper limit was later refined 
by adding another variable; fall 
potential. Thus, AS meant 
enough A4 placements to risk a 
60 foot fall. 
Perhaps this rating system is 
obsolete. Randy and his hardcore 
aid buddies are doin' "body 
weight only" protection with a 
potential fall well over 60 feet -
apparently up to twice a rope 
length! Consequently, the 
conventional AS rating no longer 
accurately represents the 
desperateness involved in the 
new age of aid climbing. 
Randy seems quite concerned 
with the way climbing equipment 
and routes have changed, and 
mistakenly uses this premise as a 
reason for re-grading and adding 
more variables to the current aid 
rating system. First of all, there 
have always been changes in 
climbing equipment, free routes, 
aid routes, and climbers, and 
probably everything else in the 
universe, and there always will 
be. The only relevant change 
here that I know of in 
contemporary aid climbing is that 
some new routes are more 
difficult than what was thought to 
be the hardest. 
So why not establish higher 
grades (i.e. A6, A7, ... ), which 
denote more distance to the 
existing fall potential limit, and 
supplement them to the current 
system? It would be easy for me 
to propose that A6 involves a fall 
potential of 100 feet, and A7, a fall 
potential of 200 feet, and so on; 
but demarcation should depend 

on some clear changes in 
difficulty, not just nice round 
numbers. Since I have not done 
the latest desperates, I do not feel 
qualified to define higher grades. 
Let me further justify the need for 
higher grades. Free climbing 
developments have been similar. 
In 1959 a higher grade in the 
Yosemite Decimal System was in 
need. At that time, 5.9 was 
defined as the most difficult free 
climbing, but some routes 
became significantly more 
difficult than what was thought to 
be the hardest. Fortunately, re
grading was not implemented. 
The reader can imagine 
numerous complications if 5.9 
was retained as the upper limit. 
I believe consistency is most 
important in rating systems, so 
that changes in the climbing 
scene become apparent -
restructuring or re-grading is a 
dangerous proposal. 
I would not be surprised to read 
in Mountain 150abouta "no 
hands ascent" of Hoppy's 
Favorite on the Apron (5.10) or 
Zodiac (orginally AS) 
downgraded to A 1; and on the 
next page see advertisements for 
some high tech climbing shoes 
and aid gear well advanced over 
today's. If most climbers are 
aware of the advances in 
climbing equipment technology, 
and if the climbing scene 
continues to change as it has, I 
believe the current rating 
systems, supplemented by 
higher grades when needed, will 
meet the climber's needs just 
fine. 
Returning to Randy's article, I'd 
like to comment on some 
inconsistencies. For a given aid 
rating grade, we seem to have 
many variables involved, all of 
which are mixed up and as a 
whole, make little sense. Recall 

that the current system accounts 
for security of the aid placement 
and fall potential - 2 variables. 
Randy's proposal conjures up at 
least 4: fall potential, landing 
danger, rock quality, security of 
the aid placement (only "body 
weight only" is mentioned), and 
a mystery variable ("very 
awkward, but technically easy 
objective dangers", if his chart is 
read properly). Randy seems to 
think that these variables have 
some mutual dependence and 
corresponds them with a grade. I 
cannot agree, for it is possible to 
fall under 150 feet and have a 
fatal landing or have "unloose" 
rock when climbing A3+ or 
harder. How is this for extreme 
standards: according to his chart, 
a climber must die from a 200 
foot fall in order for a pitch to be 
granted AS - Wow! Possible 
combinations of all these 
variables amount to a mess and 
cannot correspond to meaningful 
grades. 
The old A 1-AS system, 
characteristic of two simple 
variables, supplemented by a 
higher grade or two (i.e. A6, 
A7, ... ) may be a bit easier to 
accept in the new age of aid 
climbing and is hopefully more 
consistent. 
Sincerely 
Eric Collins 
Berkley, Calif. 

Women's Meet 
from Sheila Cormack 
Sir, 
I would like to provide your 
readers with information about 
this year's Pinnacle Club Open 
Meet. 
Following the successful BMC 
International Women's Meet in 
1982, the Pinnacle Club held an 
Open Meet in 1983 and an 

International Meet (in 
conjunction with the BMC) in 
1984. We hope to continue this 
successful pattern of holding an 
open meet each year with an 
international element every few 
years. 
The meet will be held at the 
Pinnacle Club hut in Cwm Dyli, 
Nant Gwynant, from 3-6th May 
1985, and all women climbers, 
whether leading V. Diffs or 
Extremes, are most welcome to 
attend. For further information 
and booking please contact the 
Pinnacle Club at 12 Greenfield 
Crescent, Salerno, Midlothian 
EH14 7HD. (SAE please). 
Yours sincerely, 
Sheila Cormack 
President. 

Don't get stuck on a hard move in 
ill-fitting pants that restrict your 

freedom of movement. Chouinard® 
RockBottoms are made from a 

stretchy cotton/nylon fabric, cut 
right for those extreme high steps 

and stemming maneuvers. They have 
double seats and knees for durability, 

and plenty of pockets for comfort 
and convenience. 

RockBottoms come in four sizes, 
XS, S, M, L. They are available now 

at your Chouinard dealer, or from the 
Great Pacific Catalog, 

PO Box 90, Ventura 93002. 

The 72 page Chouinard 1985 Catalog is here. 
$1 from your local climbing shop or the GP Catalog. 
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The best pla~e for 
mounta1neer1n . 1n London 
is Kensiogton igh Street. 

. ' 

London's largest selection 
of mountaineering equipment. 

All the top lines including: 

lro:-Alpin-e Spo-rts, 21-5 Ken-singto-n Hig-h Sire-et, Lon-don W-8. 

I Telephone 01-938 1911. 
Pleose send me your 1985 price list ond climbing folder. 

I 
NAME ________ _ 

ADDRESS_· _______ _ 

QUASAR (inner tent) on Alpamayo: Alan Kimber collection 
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WITH A JAGUAR RUCSAC 
The Jaguar has Karrimor's Self 

Adjustable (S.A.) harness system, which 
gives instant flexibility of fit and comfort. 
No need to pre-set the Jaguar and no tools 
necessary. Simply slide the harness to your 
size when the Jaguar's on your back. 

The S.A.1. system enables you to 
wear the Jaguar confidently in any situation, 
either on the moors or in the alps, in winter 
or in summer. There is a Jaguar model for , .. 
different activities, with durability and value 
for money assured, because Jaguars are 
manufactured in Karrimor's outstanding 
guaranteed fabrics; KS-100e and Kb 9/40. 
With quality attachments, fittings and 
modern tasteful colours a Jaguar rucsac will 
take you anywhere. 

S.A. 1. - One dimension adjustment to S.A.2. - Two dimension adjustment to 
back length. back length and hip girth. 

JAGUAR 
The only alternative is a Condor. 

Karrimor International Ltd., Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lanes. BB5 6PR. 

Distributed in the USA by: 

NorTur. Inc., 2000 East Center Circle, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55441. 
Telephone: 612-5.59-1500. Wais Line: 800-328-7436. Telex Number: 29-0060. 
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From Above! 
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If you are injured in some remote valley oron some icy wall , your only possible contact with the outside world may be from above. 
Emergency air / ground communications are possible with the TR-720 featherweight (18oz) portable, by transmilting to overflying aircraft. 
The TR-720 has ALL 720 aircraft communication frequencies , including all emergency channels , is rugged enough for the toughest 
Grade VI wall or a casual weekend in the local mountains. 
The TR-720 is the pick of Corporate and professional pilots, balloonists, ultralight enthusiasts and search and rescue teams ; who 
realize that the TR-720 whether on the flight line or on a rescue, is heaven s_ent . 

For more information cont~c_~ Communications Specialists 
, .... Department 1231 

426 West Taft Ave., Orange, CA 92667-4296 'ffl Entire USA (800) 854-0547 or (714) 998-3021 





RPs: QUALITY CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 
Sole U.K. Distributor 

ORION equipment 
( Sole distributors of CASSIN gear) 

ORION~ AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL STOCKIST 
Tradeenqumes to -

261 sauchiehall St .. Glasgow Tel: 041-332 4814 

Details from, 
1.S.M .• Club Vagabond. 1854 Leysin 
-Switzerland. Tel. (Swiss code) 25 34 13 21 

For access to McKinley and the Alaska Range. 
P.O. Box 290 - TALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 (907) 733-2291 

Climbers "Chalk" Block, Pure Magnesium Carbonate 
Send £7.90 for 8 x 2oz (95 x 95 x 45mm) Blocks 
To. l.W.F. Ltd. Dept. M 78A Forsyth Road, Newcastle/Tyne NE2 3EU. 

Trade enquiries welcome on letterhead. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
MAGAZINE GUIDE 

EUROPE 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
74 South Audley Street, London, W1 Y 5FF, Great Britain. 

Published once a year. 

ALPINISME & RANDONNEE 
7 Rue de Lille, 75007, Paris. 
Published 12 times a year. 

ALPIN 
Ortlerstrasse 8,8000 Munchen 70, Germany. 

Published 12 times a year. 

DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, D-8000 Munchen 20, Germany. 

Published 12 times a year. 

DESNIVEL 
Apartado de Correos 1 9.083 

Madrid, Spain. 
Published 4 times a year. 

EXTREM 
Rambles, 61, Barcelona - 2, Spain. 

Published 6 times a year. 

LAMONTAGNE 
9 rue la Boetie, 75008 Paris, France. 

Published 4 times a year. 

MONT AGNES 
1 rue de la Prevachere, 38400 St. Martin D'Heres, France. 

Published "'I 1 times a year. 

RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
Via della Rocca, 29 - 10123 Torino, Italy. 

Published 4 times a year. 

TATERNIK 
ul. Foksal 11 p.206,00-372 Warsaw, Poland. 

Published twice a year. 

U.S.A. 

AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St., New York, N.Y. 10128, U.S.A. 

Published once a year. 

CLIMBING 
Box E, Aspen, Col. 81 611, U.S.A. 

Published 6 times a year. 

ASIA 

THE IWA TO YUKI 
Yamakei (Publishers) Co. Ltd., 1-1-33 Shiba .Daimon, 

Minato Ku, Tokyo. (Contains English language summary). 
Published 6 times a year. 

INDIAN MOUNTAINEER 
Official journal of the Indian Mountaineering Foundation 

Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi - 110021 (India) 
Published 2 times a year. 

HIMALAYAN JOURNAL 
Published by THE HIMALAYAN CLUB, 

Contact Oxford University Press, 
P.O. Box 31, Oxford House, Appello Bunder, 

Bombay 400001 . 
Published once a year. 

HIMAVANTA 
63E Mohanirban Road, Calcutta 700 029, India. 

Published 1 2 times a year. 

WILD 
P.O. Box 415, Prahan, Victoria 3181, Australia. 

Published 4 times a year. 

ROCK 
P.O. Box 41 5, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Australia . 

Published once a year. 

.... 
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BRITISH 
MOUNTAINEERING 

COUNCIL 

Crawford House 
Precinct Centre 
Booth Street East 
Manchester M13 9RZ 
Tel: 061-273 5839 

This isn't the way to make a FALAISE 

FAlAISE, the first differential diameter rope. 
A 50 meter rope that combines 2 different diameters in order to give you an important weight 
reduction. lrs first and last 10 meters are made of 11 mm rope braided to the central 30 meters 
which are made of 9 mm rope. 

GR 6191 FALAISE Differential rope only by GRIVEL 

G 
GRIVEL 

UNCOMPROMISED QUALITY SINCE 1818 

U.S.A And Canada sole distributor: 

Les Forges - Dolonne 
11013 COURMAYEUR 

(Aosta) - Italia 

E.P. & Co., P.O. Box 630 Ste-Adele, Que., Canada J0R 1L0, tel.: (514) 229-2629, Telex 05-839518 EPCO-STAD 
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NEW CURVER AXE 
& ICE HAMMER 

• Heads forged in super tough Nickel Chrome Molybdenum Steel 
• Deep curved picks with top edge sharpened for 

easier extraction. 
• Hammer Head on elongated shank, for better handling. 
• Lonij picks to avoid 'Knuckle Rash' on less than 

vertical ice. 
• Choice of Metal or Fibreglass shafts. 

• The metal shafts have bonded rubber ribbed hand grips. 

Lengths: 19" (50cm) 21" (55cm) and 24" (60cm). 

OUR NEW GORE-TEX® BIWY BAG NOW AVAILABLE 
with Hot-Air taped seams, zip and Velcro entrance closure, 
generous hood to take a Rucksack. Stuff Bag included. 

GRIVEL CARABINERS 
A choice of 11 different carabiners 

ASK FOR THEM! 
GR 162 ULTRA LIGHT CARABINER 
Breaking load: kg. 2300 (lbs 5070) 
Lenght: mm. 99 (in 3 8) 
Weight: gr. 49 (oz. 1 7) 
Lot of 10 
Suggested retail price: 
U.S. $4.50 

GR 163 ITALIAN HITCH BELAY CARABINER 
Breaking load: kg 2250 (lbs. 4960) 
Lenght: mm 116 (1n. 4.5) 
Weight· gr 88 (oz. 3.1) 
Lot of 10 
Suggested retail price: 
U.S. $6.80 

G 
GRIVEL 

UNCOMPROMISED QUALITY SINCE 1818 

GR 165 LARGE U.1.A.A. CARABINER 
Breaking load kg 2900 (lbs. 6393) 
Lenght: mm. 113 (1n . 4.4) 
Weight gr. 80 (oz. 2 8) 
Lot of 10 
Suggested retail price: 
U.S. $5.50 

U.SA and Canada sole d istributor 

Les Forges - Dolonne 
11013 COURMAYEUR 

(Aosta) - Italia 

GR 165.01 LARGE U.I.A.A. SECURITY CARABINER 
Breaking load: kg. 2600 (lbs 5731) 
Lenght: mm. 110 (1n. 43) 
Weight gr 70 (oz. 2.4) 
Lot of 10 
Suggested retail price: 
U.S. $5.50 

E.P. & Co .• P.O. Box 630 Ste-Adele. Que., Canada J0R 1L0, tel.: (514) 229-2629, Telex 05-839518 EPCO-STAD 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and 
Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Bushgear Australia P/L 
Shop 6 Gaga Centre, 
38 Akuna Street, 2601. 
Tel. (062) 47-7153 (M) (S) 

A.C.T.:Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
46 Nor1hbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Sou~he~n Cross M'ntaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment 
P.O. Box 230,2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W. Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street, 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street, 2000. 
Tel. 02.264.3146 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipm't Pty. Ltd., 
21 Falcon Street, Crows Nest 
2065 
Tel. (02) 4393511 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel. (07) 2296609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick Wh_ite's Mountain Designs, 
99 Mary Street, 
Brisbane 4000, 
Tel. 07.52.8804 or 52.8894 

Queensland : Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 

- Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd ., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty. Ltd., 
40 Wayrnouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. .08.212.7857 

Victorii,: Camberwell Junction 
Eastern- Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd.; 3123. 
Tel. (03) 82.7229. 

Victoria: Heathmont 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
115 Canterbury Rd., 3135. 
Tel. (03) 729.7844. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
Ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Bushgear Australia P/L, 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67.3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67.7966. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd. 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
61 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 67.2586 

NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
235 High Street, 
Tel. 67.148 

Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 
Tel. 795 174. 

Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
101 Stuart Street 
Tel. 773.679 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 

CANADA 

Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd, N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 l1th Ave. S.E. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies 
109 Thomas St. 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

GERMANY 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel. (089) 237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd., 

102,1/F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd., 
Wan Chai, 
Tel. 5-733313 

INDIA 

Delhi 
M/S West Coast Mfrs. & Traders 

(Regd.), 
261 Okhla Industrial Estate, 
Phase 111, 
New Delhi 110020 
Cable 'Snowequip', 
Tel. 635498, 637421 
Retail Showroom-
92 - U.B. Jawahar Nagar, 
Delhi - 110007 
Tel. 223900 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613. 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop 
92-98, Corporation Street, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.7799 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

· ·Bolton 
Alpine Sports, 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel.. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M' ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259-Mail Order 

0227.222230-Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd, BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham, 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
Pindisports 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS1 4SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd. 
CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road. 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Rd. 
Tel. 0222.399178 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
61 Empress Buildings, 
Binley Road. 
Tel. 0203,441241 

Croydon 
Pindisports 
Whitgift Centre, 
CRO 1U4 
Tel. 01.688.2667-

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 



Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501/2 

Edinburgh 
Climb Ltd., 
1A Albyn Place, 
EH3. 
Tel. 031.225.8369. 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd., 
High Street, 
PH33 6EJ. 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041.221 .4531/2. 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport 
261 Sauchiehall Street (M) 
Tel. 041 .332.4814 

Glossop 
Magic Mountain, 
George Street. 
Tel. 045.74.4424 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West, 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
13 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
40, Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate, 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leeds/Bradford 
Guiseley Mountain Sports, 
Towngate, 
Guiseley LS20 9JA. 
Tel. 0943.75846 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain 
Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051.709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W8 6BD 
Tel. 01 .938.1911 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W8 7RG 
Tel. 01 .937.0872 (M) (S) 

London 
Y.H.A. Shop 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836.8541n 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161. (C) (M) (S). 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S). 
Tel. 061 .834.7119. 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750. 

Middlesbrough: Teeside 
Wilderness Ways, 
98 Newport Rd., 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.323561. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd., 
13-17 Bridge Street, 
Tel. (0604) 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230. 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank. 
Oldham OL1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828. 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road, 
Tel. 0734.55589. 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196. 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd ., 
343 London Rd. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M). 
Tel. 0742.25631. 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51-52 -Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 0743.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305. 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925 415668. 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229. 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd. 
19 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567. 

NORWAY 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177. 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381. 

Tromso 
Tindloftet A/S 
Storgt. 58 
Tel. 083.85103 

Trondheim 
Barske Glaeder 
Tordenskioldsgt. 4, 
Tel. 07.513583 

DENMARK 

Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Borgergade 5, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Aboulevarden 54-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22. 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 

Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, ·99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811. (C) (M) (S). 

Alaska: Juneau 
Foggy Mountain Shop 
171 Shattuck Way, 99801 
Tel. 907.586.6780 (M) (S) 

Arizona: Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd., 
85018. 
Tel. 602.995.3391. 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
_Tel. 602.967.1669. 

California: Alhambra 
Sports Hut Inc. 
2822 W. Valley Blvd., 91803. 
Tel. 213.289.3333 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371. 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S). 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717. (C) (S). 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., .94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S). 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S). 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd., 
3659 Riverside Plaza, 95026 
Tel. 714.825.2976 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401. 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: San Diego 
Pack Factory, 
143 So. Cedros, 92075. 
Tel. 714.755.7662 
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California: San Francisco 
The North Face, 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. 
Tel. 415.665.6044 

California: Santa Ana, 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3650 S. Bristol St., 92704. 
Tel. 714.549.8541. 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
3251 Mono Way, 95370 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S). 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355. (C) (M) (S). 

Colorado: Boulder 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Boulder 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
627 E. South Broadway, 80303 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279. 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1136 Speer Blvd., 8020 4 
Tel. 303.433.3372 

Colorado: Denver 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366. 

Colorado: Estes Park 
Steve Komito, 
Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Tel. 303.586.5391 . 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3500 S. College Ave., 80525. 
Tel. 303.226.3683. 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720. (M) 

Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220. (C) (M) (S). 

Colorado: Lakewood 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. 
Tel. 303.238.7511 . 

Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878. (C) (S). 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
1041, Commonwealth Ave., 
Tel. 617.254.4250. (C) (M) (S). 

Massachusetts: Salem 
Life Sports 
East India Mall, 01970 
Tel. 617.745.1135 (C)(M)(S) . 

Montana: Bozeman 
Northern Lights Trading Co., 
1627 W. Main, 59715 
Tel. 406.586.2225 (C)(M)(S). 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment, 
Main Street, 03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287. 

New Jersey: Princeton 
J.D. Sachs 
Wilderness Outfttrs., 
45 State Rd., 08540 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) 

MOUNTAIN - COMPLETE SET FOR SALE. 
Issues 1-100 · Excellent Condition · £160. 

C. Beechey, 11 Shepherd's Mount. Compton. Berks. RG 16 OQY. U.K. (Phone 0635 22 446). 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ ·es catalog free to foreign ; 

caAMPON STaAPS U.S. & Canada, send 20¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, California 93120, USA. 

GORE-TEX 
FABRIC 

Cordura, polar fabric. PU and neoprene nylon. Tent. breeches and sleeping 
bag fabrics. Hollofil. Thinsulate, down. Zips, fastex buckles, eyelets, poles, 
velcro and more. Patterns for all outdoor clothing and equipment. Climbing 
gear. Discounts up to 1 5%. 
For prices/ samples, stamp please. 

(STVPES) ToriMI Jf™erSt. Runcorn WA71ND. En•land. 
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New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters 
21 Park Place, 10007 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 

Oregon: Independence 
Independence Mountaineering 
215 South Main, 97351 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Holubar Mountaineering 
3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 84117. 
Tel. 801 .272.9403. (C) (S) (M) 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106 
Tel. 801 .466.2101. (C) (M) (S) 

Virginia: Bristol 
Mountain Sports Ltd., 
1010 Commonwealth Ave., 

24201 
Tel. 703.466.8988. 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. 
Tel. 206.453.1515. 

Washington: Everett 
Swallows Nest, 
2011 Hewitt Ave., 98201. 
Tel. 206.339.2417. 

Washington : Leavenworth 
Der Sportsman 
837 Front St. 
Tel. 509.548.5623 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333. (Cl (M) (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408: (Ml (S). 

Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105. 
Tel. 206.633.4431 . 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face, 
1023 1st Ave., 98104. 
Tel. 206.622.4111. 

Wisconsin: Kenosha 
Life Sport, 
4917 Seventh Ave., 53140 
Tel. 414.654.3351 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059. (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Milwaukee 
Adventures Unlimited, 
5700 W. North Ave., 53208 
Tel. 414.445.6602 

Wisconsin: Waukesha 
Lifesport, 
840 North Grand Ave., 
Tel. 414.544.9744 

Wyoming: Cody 
Sunlight Sports, 
1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001 . 
Tel. 307.733.3595. (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Lander 
Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
220 Main Street, 82520. 
Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070. 
Tel. 307.742.3191, (S) (C). 

For Sale - Be•t Offer Secure• 
S.M.C. Journals 125 issues ( 16 vols complete)+ 8 duplicates -mostly as issued -all very 
good condition. 
Mountain magazine issues 1 • 45 complete -all very good condition. 
Robinson, Arkaig Cottage, Fort William. • 

SAVE MONEY - MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND l:OUIPMENT 
Largest U._K stockists of ~p_ecialist t_op quality materials and accessories. 

Expert advice. Prompt eff1c1ent service. Trade and retail . S.A.E. catalogue. 
PENNINE OUTDOOR : HOLM BRIDGE : HUDDERSFIELD : WEST YORKSHIRE 

0484 - 683206/682688 

ATTENTION CUMBERS: Doug Geeting is now booking for small anj large expeditons for 
the 1985 climbing season. For the best in Air Transportation and access to the Alaska 
Range. CALL collect for information & special rates. Area code (907) 733-2366 or write 
Doug Geeting, P.O. Box 42 Talkeetna, Ala1ka 99878. 





-

ULTRA FLEECE 

FIBRE PILE 

MORE WIND RESISTANCE 
UltraFleece has a very high 

resistance to wind penetration -
twice as much as usual fleeces and 
four times as much as fibre pile! 

II the qualities you want in a truly general 
purpose range of clothing. LIGHTWEIGHT. Ultra

Fleece is around half the weight and thickness of other 
fleeces - it takes up next to no room in your luggage. 

INTERESTING COLOURS AND STYLES. Single colours, 
two tone shoulder/body combinations, contrasting broad 

hoops ... you can wear UltraFleece with ease and confidence. 
KEEPS ITS APPEARANCE. UltraFleece showed virtually 

no change in appearance after continuous pill testing and stood 
up to protracted wear tests very well. WIDE RANGE. With Ultra
Fleece you always have the perfect answer for a variety of 
sporting or social occasions. Ask your dealer to show you the 
UltraFleece range - shirts, jackets, pullovers, sweaters and 

trousers. 
TllennaReece The original thick fleece and ideal for many 
cold weather activities. Good looking too, so yo~ 
can use it as casual wear all the year round. 

Mountain Equipment Ltd. Leech St., Stalybridge, 
SKt 5 1 SD. England. Telephone 061 338 8793. Mountain Equipment 
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