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a whole new generation of 
climbing ropes. 

The sophisticated, new con
struction and materials used in 
"STRATOS" also provide for a 
high resistance against damages 
that may result from rock falls. 

It also incorporates these 
"state of the art" performance 
characteristics: 
- Original Everdry treatment 

allows the rope to maintain it's 
high performance levels under 
wet conditions. 

- Exceeds UIAA drop test 
requirements. 

- Highly abrasion resistant . 

EDELWEISl:> 11 a 1raae mark o r TeulelbergerGmbH. Weis, Austr,a 
Sole distributors: UK-SANCTUARY Mountain $por1s lid , 
Warrington. Cheshire. USA~ renco Int, 
J Marubeni Nichirl!.y Co ltd, .4.US.Paddv Pallil'I 

But "STRATOS" is only 
the "top of the range". 

A range which includes: 
"EXTREM" 

The Everdry rope for more 
discerning climbers. 

"ULTRALIGHT" 
Leightweight Everdry rope 

that has strength and 
flexibility. 

"GENTLE" 
An Everdry rope for those 
who prefer a soft "handle". 

"VERDON" 
A new rope with a soft 

"handle" and an even softer 
price. 

Available from all good 
climbing shops. 

"STRATOS" confirms 
EDELWEISS as.the leading 
manufacturer. 
EDELWEISS * 
The 1st Everdry rope 
EDELWEISS * 
The 1st 8-fall rated rope 
EDELWEISS * 
The 1st 13-fall rated rope 
EDELWEISS * 
The 1st " Lightweight" rope 
EDELWEISS * 
The 1st and only "sharp edge" 
resistant rope. 

For years The North Face has 
been a name synonymous with 
the best in outdoor equipment. 
our research, design and 
manufacture of tents, clothing, 
rucksacks and sleeping bags 
are second to none. 

And we back up our faith in 
our products with a lifetime 
guarantee that means if a 

product fails due to a 
manufacturing defect, even 
after extended use. we will 
repair it free of charge or 
replace it at our option. 

North Face, 
quite simply THEI\ 
your N RTH 
guarantee OJA,cel 
of quality. FH 

THE NORTH FACE (SCOTLAND) LTD. PO BOX16, Industrial Estate, Port Glasgow 
Renfrewshire PA14 SXL SCOTLAND. TelephOne 0475 41344 Telex 7n394. 



GR 160 
GR 160.ll 
GR 161 
GR 161.01 
GR 162 
GR 163 
GR 165 
GR 165.01 
GR 165.ll 
GR 165.12 
GR 165.13 

U.S.A. & Canada sole distributor: 
E.P. & Co. 

Crawford House 
Precinct Centre 
Booth Street East 
Manchester M13 9RZ 
Tel: 061-273 5163 

'BINEBS? 
YOU BET!!! 

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICES 

Lateral 
Traditional 
"D" shaped U.I.A.A. 
"D" shaped security U.I.A.A. 
Ultra light 
Italian hitch belay 
Large U.I.A.A. 
Large U.I.A.A. security 
Micro 
Micro fuchsia colored 
Accessory 

# 

US $ 7 ,50 each 
US $ 6,50 each 
US $ 5,00 each 
US $ 5,50 each 
US $ 4,50 each 
US $ 6,80 each 
US $ 5,50 each 
US $ 5,50 each 
US $ 3,00 each 
US $ 3,50 each 
US $ 2,00 each 

G UNCOMPROMISED QUALITY SINCE 1818 

GRIVEL 
LES FORGES - DOLONNE 

11013 COURMAYEUR 
Aosta - Italia 

P.O. Box 630, Ste-Adele, Que., Canada, JOA 1 LO 
Tel. (514) 229 2629, Telex 05 839518 EPCO STAD 
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Perfectly balanced, state-of-the-art 
core and sheath construction, 

featuring a sheath of twisted yarns 
making optimum use of fiber 

strength. 

Proven technical 
superiority 

■ outstanding strength to weight 
ratio 

■ high test values 
■ consistent quality 

■ soft, compact, flexible, for ideal 
handling characteristics 

■ decreased rope drag due to 
reduced friction on rock and 

through protection 
■ increased abrasion resistance 

for reduced sheath wear and 
delayed furring up. 

CH-5600 Lenzburg/Switzerland 

Distributors: 
Australia: 

Four Seasons Imports Pty Ltd, 
East Kew, Victoria 3102 

UK: Northern Feather Leisure (UK) Ltd, 
Menston-llkley 

USA AoVENTURE}6 San Diego, CA 92120 
ill© Bellevue, WA 98005 
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THETHOMMEN 

ALTIMETER/ 
BAROMETER 
FROM CHOUINARD® 

An essential navigational/ 
weather forecasting tool 
for climbers and ski 
mountaineers. 

With a Thommen altimeter from 
Chouinard® you can: 
• Fix your position and calculate 

your speed on a big wall or 
alpine route. 

• Forecast the weather before 
committing yourself to a 
major climb. 

• Pinpoint your location in the 
backcountry even in a blizzard. 

For these tasks you need nothing 
less than the best: The Thommen 
TX Altimeter from Chouinard
accurate, sensitive, and 
temperature compensated. 
Available in 15,000 ft., 21,000 ft., 
and 27,000 ft. calibrated models. 

For more information see your 
Chouinard dealer or write: 
Great Pacific Catalog, 
P.O. Box 90, 
Ventura, CA 93002. 

The 72 page 1985 Chouinard 
Catalog is here! $1.00 at 
your dealer or from us. 

STILL THE 
MOST ADVANCED 
TECHNICAL GEAR 

IN THE WORLD. 
Alive and Well at a 
NEW LOCATION 

1150 Speer Blvd. 
Denver, Colorado 80204 

(303) 433-3372 

DOUG GEETING AVIATION is now booking climbing 
parties for flights into the Mt. McKinley Park. Give Doug a call 

collect for information and reservat;ons. His speciality is 
Expedition Air transportation. Why not fly the best? 

Write to DOUG GEETING AVIATION, Box 42, 
Talkeetna Alaska 99676 
or call collect to (907) 733-2366 

ROCKCLIMBING GUIDE BOOKS 1985 
Wales PEMBROKE (2nd Edition) Climbers Club 8.95 (Sep) 
South DARTMOOR and SOUTH DEVON: Littlejohn 6.95 (Aug) 
South SWANAGE: Cl imbers Club 6.95 (Aug) 
Peak DERWENTGRITSTONE: B.M.C. 6.50 
North NORTH YORK MOORS: Cleveland M.C. 5.95 
Lakes SCAFELLDOWESKDALE: F.R.C.C. 6.95 
Scotland CLIMBERS GUIDE TO CAIRNGORMS : S.M.C. 7.50 

Available from your climbing shop. or ,n case of d1 ff1culty from 
CORDEE 3A DeMontfort Street. Leicester. LE 1 7HD !please 
add 1 0% to cover postage) 

BODY MACHINE 
THE RON FAWCETT VIDEO 

"Wow I was impressed" Yorkshire Post 
"A slick package ... Any climber will be interested and 
impressed" Mountain 
"Body Machine is guaranteed to create the sense of vertigo in 
the deepest armchair" The Times. 

Any public showing, e.g. shops. sports centres. schools. colleges. climbing clubs and 
libraries, add £10 licence fee for unlimited showings in a specified location. 

Forty minutes VHS or Beta £14.95 + £1 p&p (U.K. price) 

Trade and foreign enquiries welcome 

j To R.F. Video, P.O. Box 17, Alderley Edge, Cheshire SK9 7XN . 1 
1 Please send me .......... copy/ ies of "Body Machine" : 
l on VHS □ or Betamax □ : 
I I enclose a cheque/ PO payable to " R.F. Video". 1 
: Name ..... ............ ................. .. .... .... .... ..... .. .. .. ... .... ..... .. .. ... ....... ..... ... ... .... ... ... : 

I Address ··· ··· ·············· ···· ········· ····· ····· ·· ···· ······· ··· ··· ···· ·· ······· ·······"·····"· ····· ····· I 
I I 
I ···· ·· ···· ·· ··· ········ ···· ···· ····· ···· ··········· ········ ·······•······· ··· ······· ·································· I L ............... .. ......... ........... ...................... ........................................................... J 



11 2 pages of the very best gear 
for camping, backpacking, 
hiking, climbing, canoeing and 
caving. All available on 
fourteen days home approval. 

,.._ Compiled by experts, the 
catalogue is packed with 
illustrations (many in colour) 
and descriptions of over one 
and a half thousand items of 
clothing and equipment. 

Product groups such as boots, 
tents, sleeping bags, rucsacs, 
and stoves, all have a detailed 
introduction giving sound 
practical advice plus a 
comparison chart of all the 
different models to make 
selection easier. 

This unique catalogue Is 
produced by FIELD & TREK 
(Equipment) Ltd., Britain's 
leading supplier of outdoor 
equipment both to the public 
and to outdoor pursuits 
organisations. Field & Trek owes 
Its success to three Important 
qualities; excellent service, low 
prices and a genuine Interest in 
the equipment it sells. 

The 1985-86 catalogue enables 
you to buy this equipment at 
DISCOUNT PRICES either by 
mall order or from our 
Brentwood store. 

~ ................................................................................................................... . 

Please enclose £ 1 .50 fine. P&PJ 

Name . ................................. . 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

•••••••••••••••• !I' ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Post to: 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
3 Wates Way, Brentwood, 
Essex, CM15 9TB. 
Telephone: (0277J 233122, 
221259,219418,210913 



£1.50 



£1.50 
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The best place for 
mountaineering in London 
is Kensington High Street. 

London·s largest selection of mountaineering equipment. All the top lines including: 

COUSIN A\'-\i~ (UAD60) - ~~~ •IMLLRW Barbour .. ~.~ EUROPA . - ■ LYON EQUIPMENT 'Fdill SPORT 
Wil\tERgcar /'/\i'_ 1 mounioin !!II ~1111111. V (YW8 ·. ~ . '. . SUlrYlYAI, AIBS 1:11• UM, ,,11ttti:i:Mi 
S cira Rohan · .... <l. ultimate c:J POL\WARM WILD C.OUITTRY r~ . m,.,,~~•do<•equipmern HoltyHanson {u«{ Ud 'u:IJ'@DD &:::::I. HENRI{iJLLOYD 

iiPHOENIX ~(S~ ~ Ii SQIJII =MORIH CAPE= RAB Mounta;nEqu,pment /CARRl~R. 
Tax free far overseas visitors. 

------------------------------------ -
To: Alpine Sports, 215 Kensington High Street, London W8. Telephone 01-938 1911. Please send me your 1985 price list. 

NAME _____________________ _ 

ADDRESS _____________ _______ _ 

I .... ~~ MY I 

L ____ ...., ~ --- - -~ 
OPEN: MONDAYTOSATURDAY 10.00AM-6.00PM.THURSDAY 10.00AM-7.00PM. EQUIP FOR ACTION 

How do you improve an old Standard? 
Introducing the New Oval, New Light D, 
and the New Standard, from Chouinard.® 

We have never balked at making changes that would 
improve Chouinard equipment. This year we 've 
reduced the gate latches on our carabiners, making 
it a cinch to cl ip them into old bolt hangers and 
deformed fixed pins. We 've also reduced our prices, 
by streamlining production. These carabiners are the 
latest generation in a series th~t spans 27 years. 
They remain the only carabiners available that are 
individually tested before they reach your rack. 

The72-page 
1985 Chouinard Catalog 

is here. $1.00 at your local 
climbing shop or write to us: 

CHOUINARD~EQUIPMENT LTD. 
PO Box 90, Ventura 93002 
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Two NEW midsole 
constructions introduced 
to provide maximum 
walking comfort Either a 
full, shaped nylon 
midsole (T rionic Reflex) 
or a combination of a full 
leather insole and nylon 
midsole (T rionic Lady) 
provide the same 
characteristics of soft 
longitudinal flex allied 
with lateral support 
COMFORT FLEX, the 
latest development in 
high quality footwear 
catering for the more 
casual walker. 

Trionic Reflex 

The ORIGINAL 
anatomic midsole, 
introduced by SCARPA 
and Berghaus in 1981. 
This comprises injection 
moulded nylon which 
varies in thickness to 
give the required flex 
pattern and changes 
with every size in order 
to provide constant 
performance character
istics which are retained 
even after extended 
usage. 

PERFORMANCE FLEX 
requires a minimum of 
breaking-in, but is 
strong enough to 
support and protect the 
sole of the foot from the 
normally tiring effects of 
walking on hard or 
rocky surfaces. 

Trionic Manta 

NEW for the dedicated 
mountain walker and 
climber who demands 
durability, strength and 
support in all conditions. 
For the first time in 
T rionic, SCARPA have 
introduced a leather 
midsole incorporating a 
full steel plate stiffener to 
provide true mountain 
performance. The 
midsole/plate combina
tion is graded to provide 
comparable performance 
characteristics for each 
individual size. 
PRO FLEX strength 
allied with incredible 
lightness provides the 
"T rionic Fitzroy" with 
the performance of a 
traditional, double welt 
sewn mountain boot but 
saves up to 25% in 
weight. 

Trionic Fitzroy 



GREATER HIMALAYA 1 
Bonington Tops Everest at 50 

NEPAL 
Everest (8848ml 

The Norwegian party led by 
Arne Naess Jnr. and including 
Chris Bonington has succeeded 
by the South Col route. 
Bonington reached the summit 
with Odd Eliassen, Bjorn Myrer 
Lund, Pertamba, Ang Lhakpa and 
Dawa Nuru. 

This is a fine achievement for 
Bonington, and the high point of 
an illustrious career. In Britain 
the news coincided with the 
Queen's birthday and the launch 
of the Border TV series of five 
films in which Bonington gives 
an account of Lake District rock 
climbing in the last half century. 
Later, a second successful 
summit bid was made, putting 
Arne Naess, Ralph Hoibakk, 
Havard Nesheim and Stein 
Aasheim on the top along with 
four sherpas, Sundhare, Perna 
Dorje, Ang Rhita and Chowang 
Rinzing; It is reported that Ang 
Rhita led all the way from Camp 
IV and did so without oxygen. It 
was Ang Rhita's third ascent 
without oxygen and Sundhare's 
fourth ascent. The team spent45 
minutes on the summit, which 
would indicate reasonable 
weather conditions. Sub
sequently Dick Bass, David 
Breashers (USA) and Ang 
Phurba made a third successful 
summit bid. This makes Bass the 
first person to have climbed the 
highest mountais of all seven 
continents. 

Earlier, in the winter season, 
the French expedition led by Eric 
Dossin tried the West Ridge. 
Dossin, with Benoit Chamoux 
and Vincent Fine set up Camp 3 
in a crevasse near the West 
Shoulder early in January at 
about7100m. Subsequently they 
could not get past 7500m 
because of strong winds, in a 
period without consecutive calm 
days. 

Nepal Mountaineering News 
In April 85 the Ministry of 

Tourism announced a 10% 
increase in Peak Royalties with 
effect from Post monsoon 1985. 
New royalty rates are: 
Everest Rs: 55,000 
Peaks above 8000m other 
than Everest RS: 44,000 
Peaks between 7501 
to 8000m Rs: 33,000 
Peaks between 6601 
to 7500m Rs: 22,000 
Peaks up to 6600m Rs: 11,000 

The reason for the increase is 
said to be a need to increase 
revenue from Mountaineering 
and to compensate for the high 
value of the US Dollar. 

Spring 1985 has seen the 
lowest number of expeditions for 
the last 5 years - of 
approximately 45 expeditions 
who received permits only 26 Bonington of Everest, looking suitably chuffed. Photo: Border Television. 
actually took the field. Of these 
26, four were last minute 
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additions-so in fact only halfof 
the expeditions granted permits 
actually came to Nepal. 

The low number of 
expeditions has caused serious 
under-employment for those 
earning their living through 
Mountain Tourism, the small 
number of expeditions having a 
knock-on effect in Trekking 
employment. 

BHUTAN 

Tsherim Kang (6792ml 
This impressive summit is 

located in the Chomol ha ri massif 
in western Bhutan. During 
autumn 1984 it was attempted by 
an Italian party led by Arturo 
Bergamaschi. The team intended 
to repeat the 1984 Japanese 
route via the long East Ridge. 
Due to continuous bad weather 
the attempt was abandoned. 
Two party members - Giorgio 
Corradini and Tiziano Nannuzzi 
- were killed. The orthography 
of the name is not uniform: 
Tsering Kang, Tserim Kang but 
also Juchu Drake, Jichudake. 
The first ascent was made on 
May 17, 1983, by an Austrian 
expedition. (Photo, "Die Alpen" 
11/1983). 

INDIA 

Third Himalayan Mountaineer
ing and Tourism Meet 1985 

This will be held in Darjeeling 
on September 15-17 1985. The 
Indian Mountaineering 
Federation will collaborate with 
the Department of Tourism of the 
Government of India, Air India, 
the World Tourist Organisation 
and the UIAA. Speakers planned 
include Edmund Hillary, Gunther 
Sturm, Fritz Moravec and Chris 
Bonington. 

It is intended that discussion of 
mountain ecology will play a 
major role and the meet will be 
preceded and succeeded by 
trekking for participants. A 
January meeting of the 
Himalayan Club examined 
similar themes, with reports 
about the damage which 
indiscriminate timber felling is 
causing and predictions that 
without controls much of the 
Himalya will become barren 
desert like Ladakh by 2050 A.D. 

About 75 expeditions have 
registered with the I.M.F. to 
climb in India in 1985. Peak fees 
have been altered as follows: 
Height of Peak Booking Fees 

Payable in $U.S. 
Below 6000m 
6001 to 6500m 
6501 to 7000m 
7001 m and above 
Nun & Kun in 
Kashmir Himalaya 
Karakoram Peaks 
(when open) 

Zanskar 

400 
600 
900 

1200 

1500 

2000 

Last summer Leszek Zabdyr 

from Krakow, with 6 
companions, carried out a 
wide-ranging reconnaissance of 
the region of the Ponsi La 
(4400ml in the Zanskar (Zaskar) 
Range. The party penetrated the 
basin of the Du rung Orang 
Glacier, climbing to a hi!Jh col 
(5680m) on its orograph1cal left 
side. This is an area which is 
relatively easy of access (5-7 
days from Delhi without porters) 
and suitable for low-budget 
expeditions. It contains several 
fine unclimbed peaks of 
5800-6200m with faces of 
800-1000m high offering 
excellent climbs on rock and ice. 
The team found the map of 
Yoshihiro Ushida (1977) 
incomplete and inaccurate. 

Sri Kailas (6932ml 
In August 1984 an 11-member 

Indian party leftCalcuttatotrySri 
Kai las in the Gangotri Area. From 
September 3 to 7 camps 5200, 
5800 and 6100m were placed. 
Camp IV at 6500m followed . On 
September 1 O Am it Bhattacharya 
andArun Chandra Ghosh set out 
from Camp IV towards the 
summit. Some 150m below the 
summitArun announced that he 
did not feel well and would 
descend to Camp IV. Amit 
continued alone and reached the 
summitat7.30 pm. On his return 
he found Arun atthe same point 
where they separated. He was in 
a coma and could not be revived. 
He died at 10 pm. Sri Kailas is a 
rather difficult and high summit. 
For the 48 year old mountaineer 
10 days proved too short a time 
to acclimatise for a safe climb to 
the summit. The leader of the 
party was Bilwo Nath Ghosh. 

Lahul 
The Mountain Club 

"Matragona" from Warsaw 
organised an expedition to the 
Panchl Nala in the Lahul Area 
(Indian Himalaya) in 1984, led by 
Andrzej Zboinski. From Base 
Camp at4650m two camps were 
established at 5160 and 5660m. 
On August 23, 1984, Ryszard 
Wrona and Andrzej Zboinski 
ascended the virgin summit of 
KR 2 (6194m) climbing it by the 
South East Ridge. On August 25 
Grazyna and Ryszard Tokarczyk 
with Krzysztof Wroczynski 
repeated the ascent. KR 2 had 
been attempted by two previous 
parties - British (in 1967) and 
Indian (in 1983). 

IN 1979the Club "Matragona" 
visited the same valley. From 
June30toJuly5, 1979,summits 
of 5700, 5760, 5642,5600 and 
5820m were climbed, all virgin 
except the last one. More details 
will be found in Taternik 1/1985. 

Fewer Accidents in the Himalaya 
The data covering the last year 

in the Himalaya and Karakorum 
(1984) is still incomplete, but we 
are already in a position to 

review the toll of fatal accidents. 
From Nepal, 17 deaths are 

reported-6from spring, 7from 
autumn and 4 from the 
beginning of the winter season 
(December). Among the 
casualties are well-known 
mountaineers: the Bulgarian 
Christo Prodanov, the Slovak 
Josef Psotka, the Sherpa Ang 
Dorje (who twice climbed 
Everest without oxygen, in 1978 
and 1984). Eightofthe dead were 
Nepalese. As in the previous 
years, the leading killer is Mount 
Everest: 7 men were killed on the 
Nepalese side, 1 on the Chinese. 
The last winter season in the 
Himalaya was particularly 
unfortunate. During December 
1984 and January 1985, six 
mountaineers lost their lives, 
including the well-known 
American Chris Chandler, who 
died on January 15 on 
Kangchenjunga . 

In the mountains of Pakistan 
there were 9 deaths from 
mountaineering accidents : 5 
Japanese on Nanga Parbat, 2 
Frenchmen on Chogolisa and 2 
Norwegians on the Trango 
Tower, among them Norway's 
leading climber Hans Christian 
Doseth. Three accidents with 5 
victims occurred in Pakistan 
during descents. On Nanga 
Parbat, 4 Japanese disappeared; 
it is assumed that they were 
buried in an avalanche. The fifth 
Japanese climber, Hiromi 
Kameda, fell into a crevasse on 
December 8. With this accident 
Nanga Parbat brought its tragic 
total to 50 victims. 

As the Indian Mountaineering 
Foundation announced, during 
1984 in the Indian part of the 
Himalaya 9 men were killed : 6 
Indians, 2Japanese and 1 British. 
Several accidents occurred in the 
Gangotri Area - on Satopanth 
(Japanese), Sri Kailas (Indian), 
and Matri (Indian). There is an 
increase in the number of 
accidents reported from India 
this year. A circular letter has 
been sent to all Indian clubs to 
ensure that only qualified 
climbers should be selected for 
expeditions. 

From China we have until now 
had only 1 death reported from a 
mountaineering accident 
(avalanche). 

From year to year, the same 
categories of accident causes 
predominate. These are 
avalanches (12 deaths 
altogether) and slip or fall (10 
deaths). High altitude sickness 
caused 3 evident deaths but we 
assume that some of the sudden 
falls could be caused by altitude 
deterioration JJosef Psotka on 
Everest, Jan Simon on 
Dhaulagiri and others). 

Apart from the Nepalese, the 
Japanese (8victims) and Indians 
(6 deaths) were sorely afflicted. 
French mountaineers lost 4 
comrades, among them a 

woman: Brigitte Ancher on 
Chogolisa. But the total for the 
year 1984 of I ess than 40 fatalities 
falls considerably below the 
average of the preceding 3years: 

1981 1982 1983 1984 Total 
Nepal 15 18 26 17 76 
Pakistan 6 7 7 9 29 
India 27 10 7 9 53 
Bhutan 2 2 
China 12 10 1(?) 24 

60 45 41 38 184 
After the large number of 

accidents of 1981 the situation 
seems to be more settled now, an 
encouraging tendency, although 
there is a considerable increase 
in the number of expeditions and 
individuals. Perhaps the years 
1982-84 were more suitable for 
climbing orthe expedition teams 
were better equipped and 
experiehced? Or is it bare chance 
caused by small numbers?There 
is no easy answer - comments 
are welcome ... 

Climbing in Pakistan in 1985 
The Government of Pakistan 

published a tentative list of 
expeditions who have been 
granted permission up to 
January 1, 1985, to attempt 
peaks in Pakistan during the 
summer season 1986. 

Altogether 55 climbing parties 
from 15 countries plan to visit 
Pakistan. 13 parties come from 
Japan, 7 each from Italy and 
France, 5 each from the USA and 
Switzerland, 4 from Poland and 3 
each from England and Spain. 
Two expeditions will be led by 
women; 6 parties "booked" two 
summits each. There continues 
to be a definite trend towards the 
eight-thousanders. Out of 61 
permissions granted for 
summits, 39 (64%) are for 8000 
metre peaks. In most demand 
seems to be the easiest 
eight-thousander, Gasherbrum II 
(8035m, 11 parties), followed by 
Nanga Parbat (8125m, 10 
parties). Gasherbrum I (8068m, 7 
parties), Broad Peak (8047m, 6 
parties) and K2 (8611 m, 5 
parties). There are three or more 
"commercial" expeditions. 
Michel Vincent is leading 25 
members to Gasherbrum 11, 
Stefan Woerner - 20 members 
to Nang a Parbat. All together 500 
mountaineers plan to visit 
mountains in Pakistan. 12 parties 
have less than 5 members, 32 
less than 10 members, 4 have 20 
members or more. 

During 1981 only 33 
expeditions climbed in Pakistan. 
In 1982 the number rose to 43, 
while in 1984, 59 ascents were 
made or attempted. These 
figures show a 79% increase in 
mountaineering expeditions 
during the past 3 years. "We 
have to make vigorous efforts to 
maintain this trend and try for 
further increase", the Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism said. A 
Tourism convention is to be held 
again there in the Autumn. 
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THE ALPS 

Profit on the Eiger, Solo in Winter 

CHINA of high standard (Soviet 58, du Dru in 3½ hours in 1979 and ascent (first winteri of the Grassi 
UIAA V, AO), predominantly a spate of winter and summer Hyper-Couloiron the South Face 

Mustagh Ata (7546m) snow and ice (700m, up to 80 climbs in similar vein in recent of the Grandes Jorasses. One 
Mustagh Ata is situated in the degrees), with a mixed section of years. month after the first winter 

eastern part of the Pamirs in the 500m. This was the first winter P~ofit had however spent a lot ascent, Fil a Plomb, on the 
Chinese province of Sinkiang ascent of the face and of the of time on the route during the Rognon du Plan was soloed by 
(Xinjian). In August 1984 the summit of Bashkara too. autumn, "equipping" it prior to Bruno Cormier! The next day 
summit was ascended by a In winter the Caucasus is his ascent. This action seems to (February 22) Cormier and 
French Italian commercial attractive for strong experienced have caused some bad feeling Radique made the first ascent of 
expedition organised by the climbers. The team was well amongst his contemporaries, a gully on the north side of the 
"Trekking International" Milano, cared for by the Soviet who consider such tactics as a Col de Requin - Le Nouvel 
and led by the guides Alberto Re instructors and authorities. retrograde step in the Horizon (600m T.D. sup. - 7 
and Claude Jaccoux. Out of 20 development of Alpinism. hours) . On February 24, Benoit 
expedition members, 17 reached TATRA 

They also raise again the Grison made the first winter solo 
the summit using skis. Three difficult question of the media ascent of the Gabarroul Marsigny 
ladies, Lucia Boggio Marzet, Tragic Winter Season 

event, for the climbing was as route- Cascade de Notre Dame 
Teresa Bosetti Gaiotto and much orientated towards its on the Brouillard Face of Mont 
Margherita Solari Pastine, Polish mountaineers had an considerable media impact as Blanc, reaching the summit the 
established a new Italian ladies' unfortunatewinter season in the the media towards the spectacle. same day. Eric Escoffier and 
altitude record . Tatras. Slab avalanches were This distances the climber's Daniel Lacroix also climbed the 

The summit of Mustagh Ata, responsible for six deaths. practice from the mountain route later that day. 
Muz Tagh, was first climbed in During the middle of January context within which it occurs, The following day, Escoffier 
1956 by a joint Chinese Russian 1985 an old snow pack was despite the persistence of the and Lacroix made the second 
expedition led by Evgeni A. covered by 0,3-0,5m of fresh dangers and the massive ascent (first winter) of 
Belecki. It is not difficult: in 1983 snow, which was drifted by the confidence and competence Hyper-Goulotte (600m E.D.) on 
a summit ascent was made by wind. The fresh cover had not required of the performer. That the Brouillard Face of Mont 
the British climber Norman bonded to the metamorphosed raised spectres for the future of Blanc, a route pioneered by 
Croucher, climbing with artificial surface of the old snow, causing alpinism, of which it could be Benoit Grison and considered to 
legs. extreme instability. Although argued the greatest feats now be one of the most difficult in the 

climbers were advised of this occur only at heights and in area. 

CAUCASUS high avalanche hazard, the contexts where the media and On February 26, Jean-Marc 
message was ignored by several helicopter cannot reign . Boivin skied the Couloir en Yon 

Winter 1984-1985 
parties. On January 15 under 

Paul Etter 
the South Face of the Aiguille 

Kazalnica (2159m) two climbers Verte (some 60° sections) . 
For the second time a Polish triggered a snow slab avalanche The distinguished Swiss From the 9th - 14th March, 

team visited the Caucusus that carried them down to the mountaineer, mountain guide Renato Casarotto made the first 
during the winter season. The Czarny Staw (Black Lake). They and mountain photographer, winter solo of Gervasutti Route 
base was in the Asau mountain were both driven under the ice Paul Etter fell victim to a slab on the East Face of the Grandes 
hotel . There was no other activity cover and drowned. On January avalanche on February 10, 1985. Jorasses (750m) . He bivouaced 
in the mountains and the 29, under Koscielec (2155m) a Born on September 17, 1939, in once before the route, made4on 
weather conditions were rather slab avalanche hit three Walenstadt, he did much in Alps, the climb, and one 50m below 
untypical: very cold, changeable climbers. One remained alive, including new routes and first the summit on the descent. The 
weather and deep snow which two were killed on rocks and winter ascents. In 1962, with 6 Ghilini-Peyroulet-Charlet Route 
caused trouble with the stones. One of them was the friends, he made the first winter on the Pointes of Pre du Bar 
approach to the faces. During a well-known painter and graphic ascent of the Matterhorn North (500m T.D. Sup) received its first 
period of acclimatisation, artist, Wojciech Paszynski (44) Face (Schmid brothers route). In winter ascent from Roger 
Ryszard Kolakowski and Tomasz from Krakow. On the Slovak side 1963 he participated in the first Baxter-Jones and Thierry 
Kopys climbed the Elbrus (5621 of the mountains, on February winter descent via the Eiger Renault, on the 11th March, and 
and 5633m). In the "Priut 11" hut 10, three Polish climbers were hit North Face (climbed by him in on the 13th, Renault made the 
thetemperaturewas-18°C (in the by a snow slab avalanche in a August 1962). He also visited first winter solo of the 
interior) and at the Pastukhov gully. One was killed, one girl foreign mou_ntains for climbing . Rouse/ Burgess/Humble route, 
Roes it was -37°C. Then two seriously injured. Next day, in Etter was actively engaged in the Petit Viking on the Pointe 
significant ascents were made. the Goryczkowa Valley, a slab work of the Schweizer Domino (500m TD inf.). 

Pik Shurovski (Pik 
avalanche buried an East Alpenclub, being a member and On March 14, a new mixed 
German mountain tourist. chairman of the Mountain Guide route was put up on the Triangle 

Shtshurovskogo, 4259ml Committee. He was a very quiet of the Verte (North Face) by 
On March 6 and 7, 1985, and gentle person with a deep Pascal Camison and Alain 

Zbigniew Czyzewski and Michal and sincere love of the Ghersen . The route - Salade 
Nanowski made the first winter mountains. Mixte-takes a line between the 
ascent of the North Face by the 

THE ALPS 
Gabarrou Route and the 

left Abalakov Route (difficulty of Mont Blanc Massif - Winter Contamine Route, and would be 
58). Despite changing Ascents dangerous in summer. 
conditions, the climb was done Eiger (3970ml In January, Eric Escoffier and On March 20, Renault made 
in very good style in 1 ½ days. Christophe Profit (24) climbed Daniel Lacroix climbed Fil a the first solo ascent of L 'Envers 

Bashkara (Bashkarabashy, 
the 1938 Route on the North Face Plomb (600m - TD inf.) on the Barbare (500m), a gully between 
of the Eiger in one day on March North Face of the Rognon du the North Face of the Pain de 

4241ml 1. This was a media event Plan in 3½ hours. This route was Sucre and L 'Arete Ryan on the 
From March 14to 17, 1985, surrounded by film cameras at put up in July 1984 by Sylviane Aiguille du Plan . The route 

Ryszard Kolakowski and Tomasz ground level and in helicopters. Tavernier and Dominique involves delicate mixed climbing 
Kopys climbed the North Face by Previous solos in winter have Radigue . In February the same with a 90° ice section. Finally, in 
a new route, following the taken 8 (Hasegawa) and 6 pair climbed the Slovene Route a burst of ice climbing between 
"central couloir". Bivouacs were (Ghirardini) days. Four days on the Pointe Marguerite 17th and 19th January, Thierry 
uncomfortable, partially earlier Profit had escaped injury (Jorasses). (1100m T.D. sup. 13 Renault and Mike Scott climbed 
hanging. On the third day the in a 100m fall in an avalanche on hours) . Later in the month, Jean 14 ice falls from 20-100m in 
weather deteriorated and the the Peuterey Ridge of Mont Marc Boivin made the first solo height on the first cliff above the 
team had to fight against Blanc. Carrying a minimum of ascent of the Bettembourg- Plateaux d'Assy, which lies 
avalanches to reach the summit equipment he climbed the face in Thivierge Couloir on the North between Chamonix and Le Fayet. 
at 1 pm on March 16. Descent by only 10 hours, despite bad Face of the Aiguille Verte, 

Massif de l'Oisans rappels via the east ridge without weather in the afternoon. He thus descending the Whymper 
visibility was hazardous. A third continued a remarkable series of Couloir on skis! On January 17, Escoffier and 
bivouac was made on the solos, beginning with the Patrick Gabbarou and Francois Lacroix made the first ascent of 
Dzhantugan Glacier. The route is American Direct on the Aiguille Marsigny made the second PisseFroid, a 200m (E .D.) icefall ! 

• 14 



Photo: Ken Wilson. 

Andre Contamine 
1919 - 1985 

On March 22 Andre Contamine 
died suddenly from a heart 
attack. Born in 1919, son of a 
farmer in the Tarentaise, he 
found his vocation in 1940 during 
military service in an alpine 
corps. He became a keen all 
round climber and skier, with 
over 1500 alpine ascents, 50 of 
them firsts in the Mont Blanc 
range. He loved snow, ice, 
mountain rock and small scale 
rock and boulder climbing, 
delighting in Fontainbleau as 
well as the fastnesses oft he Alps, 
Africa and the Himalaya. His 
climbs were generally elegant 
and free, or according to the rules 
of the time used only a minimum 
of aid. The North Face of the 
Verte, theAiguille du Midi South 
Face, the Moine East Face and 
the magnificent West Face of the 
Petites Jorasses, the North Face 
of the Trio/et and the South Pillar 
of the Grand Dru, became 
classics because of their good 
rock or elegance of line; neat 
solutions to the complexities 
posed by large alpine faces. 

'Conta' was also a fine skier, 
winner ofthe ski instructors' race 
in 1951, and a pioneer of the new 
French method of instruction. A 
photographer, he won first prize 
at the Trento Film festival. As a 
guide and instructor/Professor at 
the Ecole Nationale in Chamonix, 
he had an immense influence for 
39 years. With the Ecole rescue 
team, he took part in 70 rescues, 
and was early in the use of 
helicopters, guiding pilots in 
landings first at the Col du Midi, 
in 1955, then on the Dome du 
Gouter and finally on Mont 
Blanc. He had been head of the 
Ecole from 1975. Whilst there, 
and even before, he operated a 
policy which welcomed 
non-French climbers into the 
school for the French elite, and 
his warmth and consideration 
there, and during his visits 
abroad, were notable. He 
encouraged the meets of foreign 
alpinists which have been a 
marked feature of the last two 
decades and knew climbers 
everywhere, always enquiring 
after old associates. 
Characteristic were his 

occasional short forays into the 
"English Bar" Nationale in 
Chamonix before this was at all 
fashionable among the French 
elite. He kept up with modern 
climbers too, and delighted in 
their exploits, half-jokingly 
comparing them with the fast 
ascents made by himself and his 
friends after the war, as when he 
and Lachenal climbed the East 
Arete of the Crocodile, the East 
Face of the Caiman and the Ryan 
Route on the Aiguille du Plan in 
one morning, in 1949, but were 
stopped by a storm from 
completing the latter route. 

Contamine was a true 
mountain guru, and a friend to 
British climbers. For many years 
he supported the ACG and 
provided. information for the 
ACG Bulletin. 

When Mountain started, Ken 
Wilson secured his services as 
the main correspondent from 
Chamonix. In this capacity he 
reported all important climbing 
activity in the Mont Blanc range 
during a time of intense activity 
which saw most of the major 
routes receiving their first winter 
ascents, the rapid development 
of solo alpinism and the 
intensive detailed exploration of 
the major faces of the Grandes 
Jorasses, Eckpfeiler and Droites 
to name but three. 

Contamine's information 
service was so thorough that 
Mountain soon outstripped La 
Montagne as the primary source 
of information on the Mont Blanc 
range. His great knowledge of 
the area was signalled by his 
retrospective article" Mont Blanc 
- the massif and its climbs" 
published in Mountain 43. 

Although fully informed, he 
had a distaste for controversy 
and managed to tiptoe through 
the periodic spells of internecine 
bitchiness that was an aspect of 
Chamonix climbing affairs. He 
stayed friends with everyone and 
was widely respected - a true 
servant of mountaineering. 
Above all he had a marvellous 
wry sense of humour, which 
transcended all human 
boundaries. 
Paul Nunn 
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BRITISH ISLES 

Opposite Page: Rob Gawthorpe crossing the Central Wall at 
Ma/ham Cove, with Ron Fawcett approaching in the opposite 
direction on King Swing. There is some confusion as to who did 
what and when. Photo: Andy Bowman. 

SCOTLAND 

Major New Mixed Routes 
Climbed 

Although there have been 
some impressive new hard 
winter routes climbed this winter 
and in recent winters, the style in 
which some are being overcome 
leaves much to be desired. These 
routes are obviously very hard, 
but in the light of the recent rise 
in rock climbing standards due to 
increased fitness and stamina it 
is felt by some that there should 
not have to be the need for 
recourse to such excessive use of 
aid by those climbers involved. 

Glencoe 
In Stob Coire Nan Lochain A. 

Nisbet and C. Maclean climbed 
Unicorn at grade VI, the corner 
on the first pitch being followed 
throughout with an aid and a rest 
point ; a rest point was also used 
on each of the next two pitches. 
On Summit Buttress M. Duff, R. 
Novack and M. Garrett climbed 
an alternative start to Spectre at 
grade IV by starting up the shelf 
below the normal start. Over on 
Central Buttress, also worthy of 
note was a probable second 
ascent of Central Grooves by 
Murray Hamilton and Rab 
Anderson. 

On Stob Coire nam Beith M. 
Duff and S. Picknett climbed an 
alternative direct start to the 
Corridors by following a narrow 
chimney in between the two 
original starts at grade IV. 

On the Buchailles Great Gully 
Buttress,MayCrackwasclimbed 
by E. Todd and C. Jamieson at 
IVN whilst June Crack was 
climbed at grade V by D. 
Hawthorn and R. Clothier. 

Ben Nevis 
On Carn Dearg, J. Tinker and 

M. Duff followed the direct start 
of Route 2 to climb the turf line 
left of the chimney of Route 1 and 
finish up that route: Sods Law 
(VNI) . The same pair followed 
the icefall to the left of the start 
of No. 3 Gully Buttress to then 
take the obvious chimney groove 
and corner, Liz's Route (VNI). 

On the East Wall of Tower 
Ridge, A. Paul and D. Hawthorn 
followed a line approximating 
that of the summer line Rolling 
Stones, grade V. 

Southern Cairngorms 
Lochnagar 

On the Tough Brown Face A. 
Nisbet and C. Maclean climbed 
Tough Guy at grade V, the line 
followed approximating that of 
the summer route. The summer 
line of Katsalana to the right of 
Winter Face on the Pinnacle was 
climbed at grade VI by G. 
Livingston and D. Hawthorn. 

On the Pinnacle the cracks up 
the wall to the right of the arete 

right of Route2were climbed by 
G. Livingston and G. Strange to 
give Solstice (V) . To the right of 
this and down left of Twin 
Chimneys Route, G. Livingston 
and A. Mathieson followed the 
obvious corner system at IVN, 
Ice Ox. A grade IV was also 
climbed to the right of Twin 
Chimneys Route by G. 
Livingston and G. Strange. The 
short corner right of Pinnacle 
Gully gave a Ill/IV to A. Nisbet. 

Creag an Dubh Loch 
On North West Gully Buttress 

a two pitch grade IV ice route was 
climbed to the left of the 
Strumpet by G. Livingston, E. 
Todd, C. Jamieson, G. Strange 
and C. Ord. 

Braeriach 
In Coire Brochain A. Nisbet, G. 

Livingston and D. Lawrence 
climbed West Wall Route at 
grade IV. 
Rab Anderson 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Winter 1984- 85 
Generally this winter has been 

a poor one in the Lakes, with 
hardly any snowfall and a lack of 
ice on the crags, which is 
probably a legacy of the dry 
summer. There was much 
activity on the waterfalls during 
the late freeze, but the only new 
routes of note are as follows: 

Dave Kay and Mike Lynch 
climbed Shamrock Chimneys on 
Pillar, a hard, thin ice route given 
an overall grade of 5, but which 
must be high in the 'top ten' 
hardest routes here. Scafell saw 
some activity : Al Phizacklea and 
George Smith completed a route 
on Deep Ghy/1 Buttress up a 
grassy break between Gobsite 
and Xerxes. That gave 3 pitches 
of 5, 5 and 4. The day before, 
Phizacklea had climbed the first 
pitch after previously decking 
out from the crux, but the second 
was unable to follow. 

With it being such a dry winter, 
there has been a steady stream 
of new rock routes on the long 
neglected crags in Wallow 
Barrow Gorge in the Duddon 
Valley. 

This activity has been 
spearheaded by Dave Geere, 
Keith Phizacklea and John Daly. 
On the lower 'Cornflake' Buttress 
they added Nebraska (HVS 5a) 
and In the Mood (HVS 5b) on the 
lefthand side above the start of 
Weetabix; Hostile Territory (E1 
5b/c) climbs the steep righthand 
pillar and Backtrackin' (Sev.) up 
the chimney to the right. With 
Ken Garstang they also added 
Tales from theRiverbank{E1 5a, 
5b, 5c) which climbs a lower 
outcrop toga in a ha rd thin crack 
up the front of the Cornflake 
Flake. Alongside this goes Tribal 
Gathering (E1 5b, 5b) which 
gains a fine hanging groove 

Above: Murray Hamilton on the first pitch of Central Grooves, Stab 
Caire nan Lochan, Glencoe, during the second ascent. 
Photo: Rab Anderson. 

above the flake. This was 
climbed by Garstang, Geere, 
Daly and the Phizacklea brothers, 
Barry and Keith (no relation!). 
Geere led K. Phizacklea up the 
steep chimney above the start of 
the Cornflake Flake to give Highly 
Strung (E1 4c, 5c) then after 
changing leads established 
Glittering Prize (E2 5c) up the 
impressive arete to its right, and 
the slanting groove right of The 
Heel gave them High Frontier 
(HVS 5a). Daly and Garstang 
climbed the arete left of the top 
pitch of Special K to give Sugar 
Puffs Finish (HVS 5a). All these 
routes have been well cleaned 
and as they are on quick drying 
rock and only 10 minutes easy 
walk from the pub, they are 
certain to become popular. 

Around the front of the Gorge, 
just right of the buttress 
containing Leprechaun, the 
Phizackleas and Geere added 
Wounded Land (VS 4c) and Ill 
Earth (H. Sev.) up the clean slabs 
on the left of the crag. 

On Yew Crag, Eskdale, Daly 
and K. Phizacklea have climbed 

Mission Impossible (E2 5c) and 
Steppin' Out (HVS 5b) which 
both climb the wall to the left of 
Broken Arrow. 
Al Phizacklea 

YORKSHIRE 

The new guide has ensured 
that last year's activity continues. 
At Goredale the new 
guardians(?) of purism-the aid 
climbers - have removed the 
bolts placed on the free ascents 
of both Pierrepoint and Defcon 3. 
An ironic gesture in view of the 
widespread destruction of free 
climbs still being practised by 
Yorkshire aid climbers. 

The majority of activity has 
been at Malham. Rob Gawthorpe 
has claimed two important free 
ascents at Malham. The top pitch 
of Directissima (E6 6c) made use 
of yo-yo's to a poor rest while 
Martin Atkinson also 
free-climbed the same pitch by 
following a different line to the 
right of the bolts. Gawthorpe and 
Andy Bowman free climbed the 
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Central Wall Girdle as far as the 
Main Overhang - E5, 5c, 6a, 6c, 
6b. A conventional free ascent is 
awaited however, as six leader 
falls were taken on the final push 
to a belay on Obsession. On the 
same day Ron Fawcett free 
climbed King Swing (E5 6c). 
Graham Desroy and Ashley 
Cowell climbed the wall left of 
Seventh Toad- Last Waltz (E5 
6b) while Martin Berzins, Chris 
Sowden and Tony Burnell 
created Scaremonger (E4 6a) up 
the wall left of Douk and Anjana 
(E5 6a, 6b) on the wall right of 
Caveat. 

Yorkshire's more esoteric 
crags have also seen activity. At 
Loup Scar Richard Davies soloed 
up the wall beneath the groove 
of Lou per to show his True 
Colours (E66a) by top roping the 
line several times and having a 
hanging rope close by on the 
'ascent'. 

John Dunne soloed Cool 
Trickster (E5 6a) up the arete 
right of Chipper at Baildon Bank, 
again after top roping. Dunne 
also added Fahrenheit(E4 6b) to 
the left of Lemon at Gote Cote 
Scar. Trollers Gill provided the 
Berzins/Sowden/Burnell team 
with Spent Youth (E5 6b) on the 
wall right of Angelic Upstart and 
also a direct finish to Brute-E1 
5b. The cheesey wall left of 
Animal Whispers at Hawkswick 
provided the same team with 
Rock Erfort (E4 6a, 5c). Berzins 
and Burnell also added Bulk 
Order (E5 6b) and Bulk Delivery 
(E4 6a) to the steep wall on the 
left of Crumockdale. 
Martin Berzins 

PEAK DISTRICT 

Since the end of 1984very little 
has been climbed in the Peak in 
the way of new routes; this is 
mainly due to the prolonged and 
very cold winter followed by a 
rather wet spring. What follows 
is an update of the best(!) of the 
routes that have been done over 
the winter period. 

Limestone 
At Stoney Middleton routes 

are still being squeezed out from 
various crevices; hopefully this 
insidious practise will stop. On 
Garage Buttress Andy Pollitt with 
Mark Pretty climbed the wall 
between Little Plum and Hairy 
Flycatcher to give Virgin on the 
Loose (E5/6 6b). The route is 
protected by two bolts, the first 
of which unfortunately not only 
protects the crux move of Virgin 
on the Loose but also the crux of 
Hairy Flycatcher. It is worth 
mentioning that Little Plum's 
first pitch has lost some of its 
larger holds and is now a little 
more sustained at its grade. The 
overhanging wall to the right of 
Little Plum's top pitch has been 
climbed by Mark Pretty to give 
Big Nose (E4 6a), obviously 
named after a lot of climbers! 
Further up the dale Pretty 
climbed the wall left of Traffic 
Jam: Jam Sandwich (E5 6b) an 
aptly named eliminatethat offers 
good climbing . Towards the area 
of the quarry, once again with 
Pretty as the main activist, a high 
level girdle of Mortuary Steps 
buttress has been climbed, 
starting up Drainpipe Groove 
and finishing up Little Capucin: 
called Dead on Arrival (E4 5c) this 
was climbed with Ian Jones. 
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With Chris Plant, Pretty climbed 
the vague groove to the right of 
Slurper, resulting in The 
Disillusioned Brew Machine (E3 
5c). 

An area of Stoney Middleton 
that has long been neglected is 
Horseshoe quarry, which lies just 
beyond Stoney West and has 
one wall that is worth climbing 
on. Chris Jackson climbed Legal 
Action (E4 6a) on the left side of 
the wall, whilst Pretty climbed 
two lines on the right: Litany 
Against Fear(E4 5c) and Entropy 
Effect (E4 6a). 

In Water-Cum-Jolly on the 
Waterfall crag (the little cliff just 
left of the new footbridge at the 
Cressbrook end) Paul Mitchell 
climbed No Fool Like an Old Fool 
(6a+). On Rubicon Wall, Tim 
Freeman climbed a surprisingly 
independent line to the left of A 
Bigger Splash: this produced A 
Bigger Tail (E4 6b). Quentin 
Fisher, after many attempts and 
falls, finally succeeded in 
climbing directly up to the final 
groove of Jezebel, an obvious 
line that has always been 
avoided: Kingfisher has been 
given the usual grade of E5 6b. 
Chris Craggs climbed a direct 
start to No Jug No Thug and 
dubbed it Free That You 
Bastards! At A2 it constitutes an 
obvious challenge! Finally, on 
Rubicon Wall the peg that 
protected the crux moves on 
Jaws has fallen out so caution 
should be taken when soloing 
the route. 

In Chee Dale, Chee Tor has 
received a few additions, the best 
of these being Myrmidon (E5 6b) 
by Keith Sharples, which takes 
the fine looking wall to the right 
of White Gold and utilises a man 
made peg placement! Gary 
Gibson has been his ever active 
self on this cliff, climbing two 
very good looking routes, one.to 
the left of Autobahn, which has 
since been repeated by Ben 
Moon and given the grade of E5 
6b, and the wall to the right of 
Ceramic's groove using one bolt 
runner. No further details of 
these routes are available at this 
present time. 

Gritstone 
The traditional winter climbing 

areas have seen very little 
activity: hopefully with the 
advent of another new gritstone 
guide the avant garde will be 
queueing to plug the few 
remaining gaps. The ever young 
Al Rouse has made a fine 
contribution to Burbage North 
with a line to the right of 
Remergence: Blind Date (E5 6c), 
the crux being in the first ten feet. 

On Stanage Jonny Dawes 
climbed the wall to the left of 
Snug as a. Thug on a Jug: Sad 
Amongst Friends (E6 7a) . Dawes 
also climbed a direct start to Fern 
Groove: Help theAged(E1 /2 6b). 
Dawes' finest effort so far this 
year is a continuation pitch to 
Silent Spring: Offspring (E6 6c) 
came into being after he got the 
hang of things! 

Although the weather seems 
to be stopping the flow of new 
routes, the spate of accidents 
continues. Recent victims of 
breakages are Chris Plant and 
Mark Pretty, two climbers who 
have been particularly active 
over the winter months. So let's 
be careful out there! 
Chris Gore 

Joshua Tree National Monument 
One of the last major 

strongholds in the Joshua Tree 
wilderness to be explored and 
developed is the Fortress. The 
three main walls of this remote 
location are : the north face of the 
Grey Giant, the Fortress (east of 
the Grey Giant) and the Flying 
Fortress (north of the Fortress). 
The largest of these formations 
is the steep 300 foot north face of 
the Fortress. On this crag, the 
first routes were established by 
Tony Yaniro . With Brett Maurer 
and Suzanne San bar, he climbed 
a classic "lnsomnia"-like crack 
called the Catapult (5.11 b). It 
splits the lower half of the most 
prominent pinnacle - The 
Tower of Godliness. The 
Catapult crack is reached by a 
delicate traverse from the left on 
thin edges, then 120 feet of finger 
and hand jamming with 
occasional layback moves to 
rappel slings at the top. With 
Mike Lechlinsky, Yaniro climbed 
a two pitch finger crack 
(Weekend Warrior, 5.11 b) that 
starts 200 feet left of Catapult. A 
year later, the second pitch was 
repeated by Paul Schweizer and 
Mike Geller. On this ascent, they 
added a direct first pitch up a 
clean finger crack (Road Warrior, 
5.10b). 

Before Yaniro left the Fortress, 
he established a 5.12+ top ropa 
problem on the south face of 
Flying Fortress. This climb 
ascends an overhanging face on 
side pulls to a wild series of 
finger locks for 90 feet-topped 
by a 50foot 5.10 offwidth. Yaniro 
left this as a top rope problem 
because he felt it would not be a 
safe lead. A year later, Randy 
Leavitt lead this spectacular 
climb (on marginal No. 2 R.P.'s) 
and called it No Self Control 
(5.12c) after its untamed nature. 
It would warrant the R rating 
according to seriousness by 
Colorado standards. Leavitt had 
however, top roped the climb 
previous to his lead. It is certainly 
one of the best desperates in 
Joshua Tree. Leavitt placed 
belay bolts on the large stance 
below the offwidth to break up 
the climb into two logical 
pitches. Japanese climber 
Hidetaka Suzuki has recently 
made the second ascent. 

Immediately right of No Self 
Control is No Self Respect (5.1 0d, 
Leavitt/Glen Svenson) and the 
more classic No Self Confidence 
(5.1 0c, Leavitt/Geller) which 
takes a 150 foot hand and fist 
crack up a flare on good brown 
rock. Far left of No Self Control, 
Bob Horan and Leavitt top roped 
a grittyfingercrackon a summit 
block. For no better reason it is 
called No San Francisco (5.11 a). 

On the north face of the Grey 
Giant, three routes were 
established (left to right). The 
Maltese Falcon (5.1 Ob, 
Geller/Leavitt) climbs the 

obvious obtuse corner. Drop a 
Frog (5.9, Leavitt/Geller) 
squeezes up the offwidth 
chimney that closes to a finger 
crack on a slab. Immediately 
right of this is the fine, classic 
finger crack called 5 Crying 
Cowboys (5.12b, Leavitt/Geller). 
This thin finger crack is led for 50 
feet to rappel bolts where the 
great rock turns bad. 

The climbs on the impressive 
northface of the Fortress are 
described from left to right. 
Leavitt and Geller climbed a two 
pitch route called It's Easy to Be 
Brave from A Safe Distance 
(5.12a). This intimidating climb 
follows a stemming dihedral to 
an arete then over a roof. Pitch 
two takes a hand crack to the 
summit. On the sharp end, it is 
easy to see how this climb got its 
name. Bob Horan made the 
second ascent of this, confirming 
its exciting position . A few feet 
right is a variation up a layback 
ramp called It's Easy to be Distant 
When You're Brave (5.11c, 
Leavitt/Geller) . This variation 
avoids the crux corner of the 
former route, but still takes on 
the overhung arete and roof 
moves at the end of pitch one 
common to both routes. Right of 
these are the previously 
mentioned Road Warrior and 
Weekend Warrior. The clean 
stemming corner system (with 
two small roofs) further right is 
Natural Selection (5.11 a, 
Leavitt/Geller) . This very fine 
route is certainly a Joshua Tree 
classic in its grade. Many repeat 
ascents from other parties has 
confirmed this. One hundred and 
fifty feet right again, (and 
immediately left of the Catapult), 
is a large two pitch corner that 
Rob Slater and Leavitt used to 
gain the base of the highest 
pinnacle - the Tower of 
Godliness. This unrecom
mended approach to the base of 
the final tower is 5.1 0d (instead, 
ascend Natural Selection to the 
base ofthetower) . The final pitch 
of the Tower of Godliness was 
climbed via the 60 foot squeeze 
chimney that splits the pinnacle 
summit block (5.10a, 
Leavitt/Slater) . From its top, the 
whole Wonderland of Rocks is 
visible, extending for many miles 
in each direction-a worthwhile 
summit. Rappel is made to the 
west into the col between the 
Tower of Godliness and the 
Tower of Cleanliness. There is a 
very classic 5.1 Ob route that 
ascends a series of holds like 
small elephant ears. This climb 
by Leavitt and Slater (two bolts) 
is on the east face of the Tower 
of Cleanliness and can be 
climbed from the col. Below, on 
the Tower of Godliness, and 
immediately right of the Catapult 
is a very fine thin finger to hand 
crack up quality black and white 
granite - Arms Control (5.12a, 
Leavitt/Slater) . This 100 foot 



Randy Leavitt leading 5 Crying Cowboys, (5. 12b}, at Joshua Tree. 
Photo: Dan Hershman. 

crack is approached by first 
ascending 130 feet up the 
hideous slot aptly named the 
Missile Silo . From the top of the 
second pitch, it is possible to 
rappel from bolts, or continue 
two pitches further to the summit 
of the Tower of Godliness. 
Hidetaka Suzuki also made the 
second ascent of this route 
during his visit. 

Outside the immediate 
Fortress area, guarded by gullies 
that are filled with house size 
boulders, is the obscure but 
immaculate stemming dihedral 
called The Book of Brilliant 
Things (5.13a, led by Leavitt). 
This forty foot obtuse corner of 
perfect orange and brown rock 
involves wild stemming. The left 
wall is vertical and the right wall 
begins to overhang and get 
increasingly narrow until it 
disappears just short of the 
summit. One of the finest and 
hardest routes in Joshua Tree! 

The Bighorn area is one mile 
east of the Fortress. On the 
southernmost crag of this group 
is a fine 5.1 0c dihedral first done 
by John Bachar and Mike 

Lechlinsky. Above this, and a 
possible second pitch, Leavitt 
and Geller climbed a perfect 30 
foot thing finger crack -
Compact Physical (5.11 c) . 
Southwest of this formation is a 
set of boulders similar to the 
Atom Smashers. Here, Leavitt 
and Geller established four new 
arete climbes ranging from 5.10 
through 5.11. Due to the 
consequences of a fall, they are 
called the Cactus Cooler Aretes. 
They also found another 50 foot 
arete due north of the Flying 
Fortress, named Honerable 
Hershey's (5.11 a) . They top 
roped this brown spotted arete 
due to the lack of natural 
protection. In an obscure canyon 
(the Homestead) south of the 
Fortress, Leavitt and Slater 
climbed a west facing half pitch 
thin hands crack (B.A.S.E. Arrest, 
5.10c) . 

The Fortress represents one of 
the most concentrated areas for 
hard routes. Other areas are 
seeing increased new route 
activity. More information on 
some of these areas will be 

available in Randy Vogel's new 
edition guide book. For those 
who are bored with the "usual 
areas", the guide book promises 
a wealth of new objectives ... if 
you are willing to hike. 

Around Hidden Valley, new 
face routes are still being found 
bythosewilling to pound in a few 
bolts. The majority of these lack 
much original character. 
However, some visiting climbers 
managed to find a real gem 
opposite Rubberfat Syndrome. 
This 5.12a top rope problem is 
called Bikini Whale . Also near 
Hidden Valley, local climbers 
heard rumours that a pair of 
French climbers succeeded on 
the free ascent of the Asteroid 
Crack (5.12113). This is a very 
short, but remarkable finger tips 
crack. The high quality and 
unusual Acid Crack (5.12c/d) has 
seen a lot of traffic lately. Most 
notably, Skip Guerin top roped it 
on his first try. Tragically, the 
right side of the Equinox crack 
fell away during a small 
earthquake - leaving only a 
potential arete climb (just 
kidding!!). 
Randy Leavitt 

COLORADO 

In January, Christian Griffith 
lead the old toprope problem 
Yellow Christ. A somewhat 
serious lead at 5.12a/b, it is 
located on Square Rock, perhaps 
the best training rock in the 
Boulder area. Later that month 
with Dale Goddard, he did the 
first free ascent of the original aid 
line of the Wisdom at 5.12 b/c. 
Now named St. Eve, this pitch 
steps left from the second belay 
on the "regular" Wisdom (the 
belay just over the roof), climbs 
over a roof (crux) and continues 
up a small corner with incredible 
exposure and an easier 5.11 face . 
This is one of the most 
spectacular routes of its grade in 
the canyon, and was tried 
extensively before John Bachar 
did the regular free variation 
which begins in a long traverse 
right from the second belay. 

In Boulder Canyon, on Castle 
Rock, Griffith cranked the first 
free ascent of Tourist 
Extravaganza, climbing the 
lower face which was originally 
done with two bolts for aid, and 
at 5.13 it is probably the hardest 
route in the canyon and the 
second route of its grade in the 
region. After the face there is an 
overhanging finger crack which 
ends as a traverse left to the 
"Bar" (the belay ledge after the 
first pitch of Country Club Crack) . 
This section was originally free 
climbed by Jeff Achey, who 
aided the lower face to gain the 
crack. The ultra-thin section 
which had seen attempts by 
John Allen and Jim Collins, to 
name a couple, involves edging 

on a vertical wall on "holds" 
1/ ,s" to 1/a" wide. While ski 
boots, part of the original plan, 
were not required, a finely honed 
"green Chouinard" and a "La 
Sportiva" proved ultimately to 
be a necessity. Griffith says he 
would "like to dub this route the 
thinnest, steepest route in the 
world" but "I am not from 
England. Ha, ha ... and thus not 
prone to such exaggerations!?" 

To continue with Christian 
Griffith's winter/spring '85 saga 
. .. In early March he returned to 
Eldorado to do the third free 
ascent of Rainbow Wall (5.13), 
Genesis (5.12+) and Psycho 
Roof, all in a day (four hours in 
fact) and with only three falls 
throughout. Whilst this doesn't 
necessarily reduce the three 
hardest routes in the Canyon to 
the status of "trade routes", it 
does go to show the merit of the 
cool, dry, Colorado spring day! 

The coup de grace was to 
come, however, atthe end of the 
month, when again with the help 
of La Sportiva's he picked the 
first free ascent of Boulder's 
greatest plum, The Red Dihedral 
(5/12+ ). Originally rated A4/5, 
this beautiful doubly 
overhanging 90 ft corner to a 
diagonal ling roof did have its 
serious sections. The first was 
faced at the start of the corner 
where a pin had to be placed (and 
will hopefully remain for free 
climbing purposes); the second 
occured after an old bolt pulled 
on the second pitch under the 
roof (resulting in a 40ftfall). The 
first pitch involves extremely 
technical and wide stemming 
and is the crux pitch at 5.12+ 
(c/d). The second however is far 
from the 5.11- it was originally 
assumed to be, and turned out to 
be closer to 5.12a. Griffith says, 
"I can't overstate the brilliance of 
this route, as anyone who has 
seen it will attest, it matches 
purely on aesthetics the quality 
of such Eldorado classics as 
Naked Edge and Genesis. I will 
also add the rock quality and the 
climbing faced on the Red 
Dihedral are of the sort divinely 
ordained". The route is located 
on the Mickey Mouse Wall ... 

On April 15, Griffith went down 
to the South Platte area, and on 
the Bishop did the first free 
ascent of a finger crack earlier 
attempted by Mark Wilford . This 
crack, Bishop Crack, turned out 
to be 5.12b and Griffith rates it as 
"by far the best finger crack" he 
has ever done. Though the first 
35ft. are in a clean 5.10a chimney 
pod, after this the crack shoots on 
an 86°to 93°wall, straight up for 
BO feet, first on wide fingers, then 
thinning to first joint. This route 
"beats cracks like Equinox on 
sheer beauty alone, and is 
destined to become recognised 
alongside the nearby Sphinx 
Crack as a Colorado Classic 
difficult route" . 

19 



NO SIESTA ON FITZROY 
by Michel-Angel Gallego 
Translated by Adrian Garlick 

Above: Firm contact after yet another pendulum. Opposite Top: The Fitzroy Group from the Los Tres lake. The Spanish Route takes the 
ramp and wall to the left of Devils Dihedral. Bottom: The 'granite arrows' leading to the summit ridge. All photos: Gallego brothers. 

Situated on the extreme southern tip of 
the South American continent, the moun
tains of Southern Patagonia offer perhaps 
the greatest scope for alpine adventure any
where in the world. In my opinion the 
Fitzroy region possesses all the qualities that 
the extreme climber could wish for. The 
inordinate height and verticality of the Big 
Walls, both rock and ice, together with an 
exceptionally adverse climate , set con
straints for curious expedition logistics , the 
outcome of which is frequently uncertain , 
especially when dealing with first ascents. 

It is this air of uncertainty which possibly 
and paradoxically constitutes the greatest 
attraction for alpinism in the region. At the 
present time, in many ranges of the world, 
a mountain objective can become reality if 
the people who tackle it combine sufficient 
ability, experience and means . In 
Patagonia, in addition to these factors, you 
require an almost obsessive determination 
to succeed, a good helping of luck and pati
ence and above all, a high degree of 
psychological resistance. A "first " in 
Patagonia represents a battle against the 
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unchained forces of nature , where diaboli
cal winds, weather and snow conditions 
change with such rapidity that good sense 
is unable to anticipate or control the situa
tion. All this is fortunately dominated by 
unsurmountable aesthetic factors. Imagine 
a fairy castle, in the Disney style, defended 
by granite ramparts of up to 1800 metres , 
covered with sparkling ice, and you have 
Fitzroy. 

And what can be said about its indescrib
able neighbour, Cerro Torre , a mountain 
so beautiful and aggressive that it borders 
on the unreal. The remaining innumerable 
peaks , although of equal beauty , pale some
what next to the two indisputable kings of 
the region . 

Since 1952, when Terray and Magnone 
with unheard of audacity stood upon the 
small virgin summit of Fitzroy , numerous 
expeditions have succeeded. Up until 1984 
ten great routes have been put up on this 
mountain. In 1964, Argentina in the Super
couloir with Fonrougc ; Chouinard and his 
Californian friends on the South-West 
Arete in 1968; Mo Anthoine with his Eng-

fish colleagues by the South Face (1972); 
Ferrari and a big Italian team in 1976, to 
complete the big Swiss attempt on the 
seiged East Pillar ; Afanassieff and the 
French by the North Face and also 
Casarotto in 1979; Czechs and Yugoslavians 
in 1983, and finally in 1984 the Spanish 
route. 

It 's strange to find that only the routes 
which can be either climbed quickly (the 
Super Couloir) or are of a shorter length 
(American, English and Terray) , have been 
climbed during the course of a single 
assault. The remaining routes, being of a 
different technical magnitude and greater 
length have reguired two or more expedi
tions (East Pillar, Afanassieff, Czechs, 
Spanish); even for Casarotto, whose admir
able achievement was actually supported on 
the first part of the wall by various people 
the year of his early attempt, as was the 
same case the year he succeeded. 

In 1984 the central left hand section of 
the East Face of Fitzroy , some 1500 metres 
high , still offered the possibility of a new 
and logical line . A great mixed route - the 





Above: Hard mixed climbing on the early part of the climb. Opposite: A traverse on the early steep sections of the wall. 

type of climb which , to us , epitomised the 
mountain and the place. 

For my brother Jose-Luis and myself, the 
only members of our 1984 expedition, the 
new route was, to tell the truth, a settling 
of old scores. In 1982 we had already 
attempted the line in the company of two 
experienced friends, Miguel Gomes and 
Manuel de! Castillo. It had been four 
months crammed full of complications , 
beginning the first day as we approached 
base camp, when a horse's hoof put Jose
Luis temporarily out of action as we crossed 
the 'Las Vueltas ' river. He had to spend a 
month in Rio Gallegos, with his leg in plas
ter. 

And after ... an unending series of misfor
tunes and adventures . Manolo, buried alive 
by an avalanche; myself sliding more than 
200 metres; serac falls over the snow slopes 
of our route; Jose-Luis and Manolo on the 
point of being hurled down the face by a 
huge avalanche which detached itself from 
the great ice slopes above. Events which 
definitely had "Made in Patagonia" 
stamped on them: the ropes cut by falls of 
stones and ice; an ice cave fitted out with 
equipment, buried beneath twelve metres 
of snow, which took four full days to locate 
with half a dozen tunnels of immense prop
ortions . And all this dominated by the pre
sence of the main protagonist of these 
latitudes - The Wind! From our experi
ences with this factor in 1982 I remember 
an unforgettable day with Jose-Luis . On an 
ice slope, ,fierce squalls were blowing our 
fifty metre ropes all over the place and, with 
no protection between us, we were forced 
to thrust one of our ice axes into the snow 
- thereby improvising on our walking 
technique in order not to fly off the slope; 
the position was resolved , but only for a few 
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moments until an exceptional gust lifted me 
one metre into the air and bowled me head 
over heels towards the void . 

Naturally in '84 some of these adventures 
were repeated. On one occasion, we 
watched awestruck as pieces of equipment 
weighing many kilos (rucksacs included) 
soared on the wind up the face of Fitzroy 
to disappear over the crest of the ridge. I 
was transformed into a "cinder'' inside an 
ice-cave , whilst lighting a gas canister , set
ting fire to my storm gear, suffering burns 
to the hands and a quick trim to eyebrows 
and hair. We became miners again, only this 
time just a single tunnel and a mere two 
days work were sufficient to find the gear. 
This year it was Jose-Luis' turn to experi
ence some impromptu hang-gliding. A 
nasty landing almost cost him a leg . Finally, 
the strange phenomenon of the explosion 
of our protective hammock cover, perhaps 
due to the considerable whiplash effect of 
a storm which dealt us one of the greatest 
frights of the trip . 

At times though , given some good luck , 
the wind and storms can suddenly disap
pear , giving way to days of great calm, but 
full of climbing action within a setting of 
impossible beauty. Without the memory 
and hope of such days , scarce as they are, 
alpinism in Patagonia would be at the limit 
of what is considered reasonable . 

In '84 my brother and I were now veterans 
of these latitudes ; our gear, for the most 
part designed by ourselves, was adapted for 
the special needs of Patagonia and included, 
for example, two complete sets of protective 
clothing, snow shoes and even neoprene 
over-boots, so as not to rule out the possibil
ity of finishing the new route in the middle 
of winter! 

After leaving Spain on January I st, Jose-

Luis fell ill with suspected hepatitis , forcing 
us to delay a month while we did a tour of 
doctors and analysis clinics in Argentina. A 
changeable February was dedicated to 
transporting all the gear to the base of the 
wall. During the first phase of transporta
tion , we enlisted the help of a new friend 
- Luis Herrero, an Argentinian architect. 
A strong and enthusiastic man without the 
slightest alpine experience, he offered us 
valuable assistance and the warmth of his 
home. 

After Luis' departure, many days of 
effort were still necessary to get our gear on 
the wall. Once this was accomplished, our 
tactics this year involved remaining on the 
mountain as long as it took to finish the 
route - in the event, thirty consecutive 
days . As always, only a small percentage of 
the time was accompanied by decent 
weather and bearable wind. 

Sticking to steep ice slopes in the lower 
half of the wall , and crossing the original 
Terray/Magnone route and the so-called 
"Silla" of the Italians , we managed to avoid 
the dangerous climbing on the early part of 
the route. It is only advisable to tackle this 
section in specific snow conditions, quickly, 
and to a great extent with the assistance of 
head torches. The climbing is grossly 
exposed, especially as rapid progress is dog
ged by the amount of equipment necessary 
for a first ascent of this type. In '82, the 
problem of this lower section greatly hin
dered our movements. During the constant 
storms, such large quantities of snow plas
tered the wa41 -that when a good day did 
arrive, it was unthinkable to launch out into 
the path of the huge avalanches that swept 
the face. In any case, the fixed ropes were 
buried and useless. When the route eventu
ally cleared, bad weather would return, 
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ORCO 
by Al Churcher 

Opposite Page: Maurizio (Manolo) Zanolla making the first free 
ascent of Sitting Bull (VII I), on the Parete Blanchetti. 

Photo: Alessandro Gogna. 

Above: Marco Bernardi powering across the roof crack of Tu Mi Turbi (6b - French la), on Rupe Tarpea, one of the valley's many 
excellent minor crags. Photo: Bernardi. 

Fuelled by the tales of those lucky enough 
to have made the pilgrimage to The Valley, 
and magazine spreads of bronzed muscular 
heroes at play on perfect sun-baked granite, 
the myth of Yosemite began to dominate 
the imaginations of a new breed of Euro
pean rock-climbers of the 60's. Before the 
decade stopped swinging the French were 
realising their own dream in the Verdon 
Gorge, and in the early 70's the Italian clim
bers of Turin and Piemonte began to see 
the enormous potential of the Valle 
dell'Orco. 

A line drawn from Chamonix to Turin 
passes through the Gran Paradiso National 
Park; find the midpoint of this line and you 
find Oreo. From Pont Canavese onwards 
glacier smoothed rock litters the hillside 
above the narrowing road, but the real 
prizes are reserved for the five or six twisting 
kilometres between Noasca and Ceresole. 
Here two enormous two hundred metre 
high masses of granitoid gneiss dominate 
the south-facing side of the valley. Viewed 
as smaller relatives of El Capitan, it is 
perhaps not surprising that they were dub
bed El Sergent, and Caporal, (although less 
logically the larger of the two is the lower 
in rank). 

Oreo became the weekend home of a 
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group of powerful and ambitious climbers; 
particularly Gian Piero Motti, Gian Carlo 
Grassi, D"go Manera, Guido Morello, and 
ex-patriate Englishman Mike Kosterlitz, as 
well as the 'young madmen' of the "Mucchio 
Selvagio", ('The Gang of Savages' or 'Wild 
Bunch') . It was in October '72 that Motti, 
Manera and Morello awakened the valley 
to the modern climbers' world with their 
ascent of Tempo Moderni . Seven pitches of 
mostly free chmbing with short aid sections 
and a final Al headwall, this follows an 
obvious series of cracks up the great bastion 
of Caporal. When combined with Motti 's 
later ltaca nel Sole ('75), it is now the most 
sought after classic in Oreo, and the inclu
sion of the perfect jamming of the alterna
tive second pitch , l'Orrecchio 
de/' Pachiderma, (the Elel?hant's Ear), pro
vides 230 metres of beautiful , varied climb
ing, mostly free with the hardest moves at 
Sc or 6a depending on the aid used . 

Most of the climbs on Caporal follow 
cracklines and originally utilised a fair 
amount of aid. Their names reflect a con
tinuing fascination with the American West , 
(and perhaps an over-rich diet of John 
Wayne); Nanchez, Crazy Horse, Com
anches, and Cochise on the neighbouring 
Cubo, are prime examples. Despite the 







Opposite Page: Caporal showing the 
obvious huge dihedral of Diedro Nanchez, 
(VII, £2 5c). The sunlit wall is taken by 
Comanches (VI A2). Photo: Al Churcher. 

efforts of some of Italy's top free climbers 
such as Maurizio Zanolla, (commonly 
known as Manolo), who has greatly reduced 
the aid on two of the major lines, Solo Nas
cente and ll lungo Cammino dei Comanches, 
all of the classics of the 70's retain varying 
amounts of aid. The exception is Diedra 
Nanchez. Originally climbed with over a 
dozen aid points by Matti and party in '74, 
it received its first completely free ascent by 
Marco Bernardi in 1980, and today is prob
ably the finest all-free route in Oreo. In wet 
weather its great 200 metre corner is a 
natural water course, and so needs more 
than a week of dry weather to reach perfect 
condition, but on a hot August day it gave 
us welcome shade for much of the day. After 
a brutal start, every one of the five long 
pitches is one to savour and remember: 
bridging, laybacking, and jamming, always 
strenuous but never too hard , each pitch 
has at least one 5c section, but the final 5b 
moves feel the hardest of all - they ' re cer
tainly the strangest! 

Abseiling down the great red wall above 
the 'Big Sandy' ledge on ltaca/Tempo Mod
erni, we were abruptly brought down to size 
by the line of protection bolts delineating 
the shape of things to come . This was 
Arrapaho, (both an Indian tribe and Italian 
for an erection -although in my case it was 
far more likely to induce a severe case of 
"Brewers' Droop"). Graded IX , Pedrini 's 
recent addition is the first to tackle the great 
open spaces of the walls, and this headwall 
alone has two blindingly obvious finger 
cracks waiting to go, (albeit at some mind
boggling standard) , and the acreage of 
untouched rock on the other walls of 
Caporal is probably more than the sum of 
all the cliffs in the Llanberis Pass. 

The slabbier features of El Sergent were 
first breached by the wandering line of Via 
delle Placche (Slab Route), in the Autumn 
of '73, (Lenzi , Vota and Vignazia) , but 
more significant was Locatelli and Dure
gon 's Via delta Rampa (June '74), now gen
erally known as Via Locatelli- a more seri
ous proposition up the much steeper right
hand section of the cliff, especially when 
Matti added his direct finish the following 
month. The 'Rampa ' refers to a long easy 
angled slab enclosed within a huge chimney 
- add a cannon hole to wriggle through (if 
you're slim enough), a short 5c wall, a var
iety of cracks and a wild aid-move to begin 
the direct finish , and you have all the ingre
dients for a truly classic and hugely enjoy
able expedition. 

The central section of Sergent has a 
number of two and three pitch routes which 
finish on a large ledge. The obvious 
diagonal crack running from right to left is 
the Fissura della Desperazione - one look 
at the man-eating off-width that provides 
the substance of the route will show the apt
ness of its name - size 5 and 6 Friends 
would be more than useful! To the left is 
the crack of Cannabis which still requires a 
lot of aid, and then the Nicchia della Torture 
(V-, Vl- , V). 

Three routes start from the small pine 
tree to the left of Torture; Placche, Diedra 

de{ Mistero, and Paperino. The second pitch 
of Mistero , a great leftw~rd arching flake, 
was first climbed on aid in May '74, and 
Roberto Bonelli's free ascent in '78 is said 
to be the first pitch in Italy to be climbed 
by jamming, (although the 7 metres of the 
Fissura Kosterlitz on the roadside boulder 
below , had shown the way some years 
before .) Today Mistero is a strenuous, well
protected Sc. Paperino , (Donald Duck) , is 
a newish friction climb following a right
ward diagonal line of protection bolts . With 
50 metre ropes it provides an excellent pitch 
of sustained 5c, with a 6b move ( or a sly 
pull), to pass one of the bolts. 

From the ledge you can rappel off Y ose
mite style, or take three further pitches to 
the top , with the second of these offering 
two further alternatives. The Camino Ber
nardi is in reality a well-protected layback 
(VI-/5a), but the thin upper crack of Can
nabis is a much tougher prnpqsition; previ
ously A2 it was freed by Manolo in '82 at 
Vlll-/6b. 

Overlooking the cemetery just below 
Noasca is the third but least developed of 
the major cliffs , La Torre di Aimonin. First 
opened up by Kosterlitz and Matti's Pesce 
d'Aprile (April Fool), a pleasant H.V.S. 
which wanders across from the extreme left 
to finish up the centre of the crag, it still has 
only two other worthwhile routes, both of 
similar difficulty and vintage: Spigolo and 
Diedra . Pegs beneath the lower bands of 
overhangs bear witness to earlier attempts, 
but the direct free lines up the centre of the 
cliff are still crying out to be done, and will 
surely result in routes of the quality and 
standard the tower deserves . 

Italians being a sun-loving race, the mul
titude of North facing crags on the opposing 
side of the valley have been virtually 
ignored . The only exceptions are a few 
V.S.s on the Parete delle Ombre, (Shadow 
Wall) , and three climbs on the Parete de! 
Disertore facing Sergent . The most notable 
of these is Totem Bianco , which takes its 
name from the bleached skeleton of a pine 
tree at the top of the route. Its obvious 
traverse under a large roof was originally 
A2 until Patrick Edlinger's visit of '82 pro
duced a grade VIII (6a/b) test piece, easily 
visible from the camp site. This is perhaps 
typical of the Oreo routes of the early 80's: 
short, hard and free, and within easy reach 
of the road. Edlinger was also responsible 
for Fissure du Panetton (7 +), a superb 20 
metre hand crack in another roadside boul
der below Sergent. (Despite the National 
Park , these crag-sized boulders have a habit 
of disappearing , and at least one other not
able route here has been quarried out of 
existence.) Several hundred feet above is 
Manolo 's answer , in the shape of a wildjam
crack over a huge roof close to the Camino 
Bernardi , (/ncastro Amaro, or Bitter Jam
ming , IX-6c/7a) . Coming into Ceresole, the 
Bar Blanchetti is the first watering house -
facing this across the road is the Parete Blan
chetti which boasts what is probably the 
finest crack in the valley. Sitting Bull is 30 
metres of unremitting effort, with a roof at 
two thirds height for added interest. Freed 
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ARRAPAHO 
ABO- 180m 
F.A. Marco Pedrini 
From a topo by 
Marco Pedrini 

by Manolo it is now graded VIII (6a/b). 
La Piramide is a slabby triangle of rock, 

no more than a hundred metres from the 
road between Caporal and Sergent. Of the 
two pleasant V.S.s on the easy angled front 
face, Fessura per P.A . - the crack cleaving 
the face in two -is the better. But the route 
of the crag is around on the eastern side -
Placca del Cacao, (Ogliengo and Dusi, '81), 
gives two pitches of high quality friction 
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Opposite Page: The fourth ( crux) pitch of Diedro Nanchezprovides a strenuous exercise in jamming and bridging at Sc. Climber Manolo 
Zanolla, photo: Gogna. Above Left: Claudio Cameroni on the third pitch (VIII) , of Arrapaho. 
Above Right: Marco Pedrini on the fourth pitch, graded IX, (French 7b/c) nicknamed the Mirror onArrapaho. Photos: Fulvio Mariani . 

climbing. It is usual to pull on one of the 
alarmingly wobbly bolts to pass the bulge 
above the first stance - although this has 
apparently been by-passed by moving much 
further right at a necky 8+ or so . Above 
lies a sustained 10 metres of 5b/c padding 
up a blank slab before you hopefully gain 
the next bolt. I managed to reach a point 
level with , but several feet to the side of it , 
and spent several fraught minutes trying to 
persuade my arms to stretch far enough to 
clip it , before finally shuffling across heart 
in mouth. One of the problems of following 
interesting lines of bolts that aren' t in a 
guide! 

The tame of Oreo is beginning to spread 
beyond Italy to Switzerland and France, but 
to the English speaking climber it must rank 
as one of the great undiscovered areas of 
Europe - particularly on igneous rock . It 
offers almost the whole spectrum of climb
ing - short hard cracks and slabs , big-wall 
aid and mixed routes , long classic free 
climbs , and boulders galore . The scope for 
new routes is seemingly unlimited with 
whole cliffs awaiting their first route - and 
most of these are no more than a few 
hundred metres from the road . Almost in 
the shadow of the 4,000 metre Gran 
Paradiso , and itself at a height of between 
1,000 metres (Noasca) , and 1,600 metres 
(Ceresole) , the valley gets its share of 
mountain weather, but certainly compares 
favourably with areas such as Handegg or 
Chamonix, and the predominantly south
facing cliffs dry quickly after rain . Queueing 
for routes is rare, and in my two August 
visits of '83 and '84, I've rarely shared a cliff 
with more than two or three other teams . 
The climbing season is normally from May 
to October - but the frozen waterfalls are 

said to be something else again! 
Approaches, Camping etc 

From the Aosta - Turin autostrada turn 
west at Ivrea for Castellamonte. Follow the 
signs for Pont Canavese , and so on to 
Noasca and Ceresole Reale . Being less than 
50 miles from Turin , Ceresole and its artifi
cial lake is popular with weekending 
Torinese . On Saturdays they stream in , and 
on Sunday afternoons begin their lemming
like homeward rush as Fiat S00's filled to 
overflowin~ with granny , children , dogs , 
cats and kitchen sinks hurtle around the 
hairpin bends on the wrong side of the road. 
You have been warned! As part of the Gran 
Paradiso National Park , rough camping is 
definitely 'vietato ', and the rule is strictly 
enforced as we found out to our cost. How
ever, there is a well-run and reasonably 
cheap campsite at the very foot of Sergent, 
(5 ,000 lire per night for two, tent and car in 
'84, although watching the tourists 'Sport
Fishing' in the tiny troutstocked pools could 
well put you off eating fish for life!) There 
are also a number of smaller and quieter 
campsites in picturesque river-side spots 
beyond Ceresole for those who prefer to be 
away from the busy road, and who don't 
mind a drive to the crags . Both Noasca and 
Ceresole have shops for basic provisions -
but watch out for the two to three hour lunch 
break' - although Ceresole offers more in 
the way of Pizzerias, bars and restaurants. 
Maps and Guides 
Escursione ed Arrampicate nel Canavase 
Vol. I 
Gogna and Motti '75. Pub. Tamari, 
Bologna. 

The only guidebook as such, and 
although the 1980 reprint includes most 
routes up to '79 it is still badly out of date . 

Rock Story-Alessandro Gogna. Pub. Mel
grano, Nov. '83. 

A unique volume containing two parallel 
texts. A novel of the story of a Turin climber 
from his beginnings on the cliffs of 
Piemonte , through his development as a 
mountaineer and his search for a meaning 
in life which eventually leads to the snows 
of Gasherbrum 4. This is interspersed with 
a potted 'Hard Rock' of Aosta and 
Piemonte. Many of the pictures are full page 
colour or black and white shots, (particu
larly of Manolo), and a large section is 
devoted to Oreo with more than twenty 
routes described . This is the most up to date 
material available on Oreo, and at about 
£13 in hardback it is excellent value simply 
for its route descriptions and superb pic
tures, (particularly those of Sitting Bull, and 
Nanchez and other routes on Caporal). 
Cento Nuovi Mattini - Gogna. Pub. 
Zanichelli, Sept 81. 
The 'Hard Rock' of Northern Italy contains 
over a dozen detailed descriptions, topos 
etc . of classics in Oreo and other nearby 
areas . 
Carta Turistica D' Italia l :400 000 (Sheets 
1-2 N. West Italy). A useful map which also 
covers Handegg/Grimsel, Mello, Uesche
nen etc. 
Touring Club Italiano - Piemonte e Valle 
d'Aosta. 
1:200 000 Also covers the cliffs of Finale 
and Monaco (as well as the seaside!) 
These maps are available from: 
Ma Carta Ltd , 122 Kings Cross Rd . , London 
WCl. 
Tel. 01 278 8278 
Note: Al Churcher is currently preparing a 
rock climbing guidebook to Northern Italy. 



LES CALANQUES: 
A Personal History of the People and the Climbing 

by Bernard Vaucher 
Translated by Claudie Dunn. 

As a consequence of fashion, climbers 
think that the South of France consists of 
nothing but Les Deux Aiguilles, Mouries, 
Buoux and Verdon. True, these are mar
vellous climbing areas, but except for Ver
don, surely - none of them can compete 
with the beauty of the Calanques. 

The variety of climbing is enormous, the 
rock differing from one calanque to another 
by the presence (or absence) of little holes 
(gouttes d'eau), the size and shape offlakes, 
even the colour of the rock: grey, white, 
yellow or black, and its solidity (generally 
very good) . 

It is also useful to know that this little 
paradise has been classed as a protected 
area since August 1975, but we are still fight
ing for it to become a 'natural reserve'. The 
Marseille Ramblers and the COSINA (ac
cess committee), indispensible bodies, lead 
by admirable men such as Paul Rouaix and 
assisted by people like Gaston Rebuffat, 
have fought endless legal battles for nearly 
70 years to protect the area from all sorts 
of builders, promoters and swindlers. On 
the other hand, there have been others who 
have been much more active on the ground, 
particularly Yves 'Tonton' Azema. For us, 
Yves was John Muir and several heroes of 
Marcel Pagnol combined. Nothing could 
prevent Yves' helping to preserve his dear 
Calanques, from the destruction of Envau 
Wharf by dynamite to picking up litter left 
behind by climbers, who are generally more 
dirty than hikers . Yves Azema died three 
years ago, and the most faithful, devoted 
and picturesque protector of the Calanques 
disappeared with him 
Prehistory 

Modern crags usually have little or no his
tory, but climbing at the Calanques started 
a century ago. Abeille climbed the Grande 
and Petite Aiguille d'Envau, Gombault 

ascended La Muraille des Beguines at 
Sainte-Baume and Mark climbed La 
Grande Candelle as well as La Rocher des 
Goudes. The historical development of an 
area is the same for the Calanques as the 
Himalaya and all ranges in between: clim
bers first reach the summit by the easiest 
route, then . .. you know the rest of the 
story. 

A century ago, to reach the Calanques, 
you had to walk for several hours without 
a soul in sight; today it's a quarter of an 
hour by car. 

The Twenties 
Bonnet's death on the Grande Candelle 

arete, caused by the snapping of the rope, 
proved that these beautiful classics were for
midable with primitive gear: hemp rope, 
rope-soled sandals . . . and no pitons! In 
1928, the brothers Paillon , Laurent and 
Wyss, climbed the famous Marseille Arete 
on La Grande Candelle, the 'Squirrels ' 
made the first ascent of the extreme Bee de 
Sormion, and Pierre Neuviere with the 
'Cordee' group climed the Cordee Arete at 
Les Goudes. In the same year, "Petit" 
Pierre Neuviere made -an unerecedented 
solo ascent of La Lezarde (V-) at Les 
Goudes . Spurred on by an unhappy love 
affair, he launched himself onto this elegant 
diagonal line across the Saint Michel crag. 
Stuck in the middle of it he suddenly realised 
that he didn't want to die any more ... even 
for a girl! He never repeated the perfor
mance of course , no doubt due to an 
improvement in his love-life ... 

The climbers of that time were hikers as 
well, dilettantes compared w~th the new 
wave of pre-war activists which emerged 10 
years later; climbers with a new spirit, from 
different social backgrounds, who placed 
climbing above all else. 

Mazargues 

Roy d'Espagne 
- Universite 

Marseilleveyre 

Morgiou 
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1937 - 43: Robert and Suzanne Tanner; A 
Certain Georges Livanos 

We should really call this epoch the Tan
ner Era. It is difficult for me to speak with
out chauvinism about somebody that I loved 
so much, he was my best friend's father, my 
climbing partner, and my friend. I had a lot 
of admiration for him. According to those 
who saw Robert climb, he was the best. His 
most faithful friend, Georges Livanos, says 
of him. "You have to be able to resign your
self to the fact that , as far as climbing is 
concerned, there are very good climbers , 
the best ones ... and then , Tanner ... Robert 
Tanner, had an innate concept of purism; I 
don't think that it would have been possible 
to do any better than he did with mere rope
soled sandals. 

I often wonder what standard he could 
have reached if he had trained intensively 
(he never trained) and if he had had today's 
boots: .,would he have been able to climb 
Vix, y or z?" 

Robert created his masterpieces with 
Suzanne 'a marvellous partner for the Bar
tagne Pillar and for his whole life ' (Georges 
Livanos). Suzanne represented beauty , 
kindness and elegance, as well as ability. 
Robert and Suzanne were particularly fond 
of Le Pie de Bartagne. They put up two 
gems on this magnificent 160 metre high 
crag: La Directe and Le Pitier. 

Both have two grade VI moves and the 
pillar has an A4 move with a peg which is 
only 5mm in . The Pillar in particular could 
be compared to a shorter version of the Car
lesso-Menti route at Valgrande. Even their 

Opposite Page: Michel 'Tchoucky' Fauquet 
on the crux of Les Mille et U11e Peurs (6a/b) 
at Les Goudes. Photo: Vaucher CoUection. 

M.F. de la Gardiole 

Castelv ieil Cliffs 







Opposite Page: Eperon des Pins, ( El Sb) on the Pario Noire at Morgiou. A bit of judicious peg pulling on the first pitch, however, opens 
up 100 metres of excellent V.S. climbing! Photo: Claude Cassin . 
Above: Thierry Volpietto on Excalibur (6b/c - British), a short technical pitch on Roy d'Espagne. Photo: Vaucher Collection. 

easier routes were always beautiful, like the 
splendid Couloir Tanner at Le Bee de Sor
miou. 

With his deep modesty, Georges Livanos 
said that he 'only became the leading 
climber in the Calanques because Robert 
had stopped climbing' (see Au-de/a de la 
Verticale). 

The Tanner-Livanos partnership was 
unique in France. To make a comparison 
you have to think of what kind of team Car
lesso-Vinatzer would have made on the 
Grande, or Carlesso and Solda on the 
Ouest, or the results of Cassin, Ratti and 
Andrich linking up on the Spigolo de la 
Trieste -Dynamite! The Parvi Jaune (A3) 
in 1939 gives an idea of what was possible 
for them. 

Apart from Suzanne and Georges, 
Robert Tanner enjoyed climbing with 
another 'Phenomenon': Charles Mago!. He 
was an anarchist and ferociously opposed 
to mediocrity. Being older than Robert and 
Georges, he sort of initiated them into the 
rules of the game. Full of humour, he used 
to share some of Robert's tastes . Charles 
Mago! disappeared in the company of his 
usual climbing partner, Roger Duchier, the 
victim of a stupid accident on the Aiguille 
Verte. 

This period was extremely rich for 
alpinists from the South of France . It was 
the era of the climbing mates, the "Mafia" . 

. Robert and Suzanne Tanner, Georges 
L1vanos, Genevieve (Sonia) Bres, Charles 
Mago! and Roger Duchier, Robert Marty, 
Laveyssiere, Robert Gabriel, Roger 
Roulet, Alexandre, 'Pepe' (grandad) 
Ouannon, amongst others. 

Never taking themselves seriously, their 
activities ranged from climbing walls to 

organising riotous assemblies on 'Club 
Alpin' premises. 

The Livanos Era (1940 -) 
With the onset of war Robert and 

Suzanne stopped climbing and Robert went 
on to pursue a career in music, for which 
he had a similar gift as for climbing. Georges 
Livanos then took over as number one -
not only because 'Robert had stopped 
climbing' but because for him, climbing rep
resented everything. You only need to read 
the beginning of Au-de/a de la Verticale to 
be convinced. 

Tanner's leaving the scene posed 'the 
Greek' with the problem of finding a climb
ing partner. 

Ironically enough, he found two of them, 
capable of following him everywhere: the 
first was Robert Gabriel; the second was to 
become his partner for life, and also for his 
finest climbs: Sonia. For more than thirty 
years, Georges and Sonia Livanos, with var-
10us friends, first Charles Mago!, then 
Robert Gabriel, and finally Marc Vaucher 
and Roger Lepage, waged a campaign of 
development on the Calanques resulting in 
more than 500 first ascents. "Half of the 
Calanques belong to me" quipped Livanos 
during an interview. 

Their activity was not only limited to the 
Calanques; indeed the Dolomites were their 
second home and are full of Livanos routes: 
the Su Alto, the Cavallo, the West and East 
Face of the Crozzon di Brenta, the North 
East Spigolo of the Brenta Alta, the Punta 
Constantini etc .. .. Every beautiful part of 
the Vercors has its Livanos route: Parquet, 
Glandasse, Archiane, Deux Soeurs, 
Rocher des Heures . . . Like Tanner's, 
Livanos' signature was synonymous with 
beautiful climbing and a pure line. 

The best of these include the famous Lev
ant route, the Ecaille route and the formid
able Directe 52, the latter being less known 
and less climbed than a lot of modem 
routes. It has two compulsory grade VI 
sequences, the second one being very long 
and bold: 6 metres without any possible pro
tection, and put up from the ground! Now
adays it would be graded VII on the UIAA 
scale. 

Sonia was the ideal partner, "she climbs 
quietly and precisely, with an ironical 
surety, dancing across a traverse ... always 
smiling". 

Well before he became famous through
out the world as an alpinist, film-maker and 
writer; "another fanatic devoted all his free 
time to the Calanques: Gaston Rebuffat". 
This is the way 'the Greek' introduces his 
partner for one of the key routes in the 
Calanques: the Centrale on La Candelle, a 
fine and very difficult route. 

Climbing with Tanner (whom he com
pared to Comici), Rebuffat put up the North 
West Spigolo on the Goudes. He also made 
the first ascent of La Voie du Pin on the 
same cliff, accompanied that time by 
Robert's wife Suzanne, and Charles Mago!. 
Lastly, he climbed the superb Super Sirene 
at Envau. 

Rebuffat put up his first route on Bar
tagne (the "El Cap" of southern France in 
the 1940's) with Bouisson. There was also 
some rare competition, in the form of that 
strong team: Stricher, Tramier and Busson. 
Recovering from their surprise, both teams 
joined their efforts and together finished the 
'Z'. From 1942 onwards, Rebuffat left the 
Calanques to pursue his outstanding alpine 
and commercial career. 

Any chapter on the 40's must mention 
that picturesque character: Doctor Georges 
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Albert. A real 'climbing-tramp' before it 
became fashionable (he used to close his 
surgery for six months out of twelve) Albert 
made an impressive number of fine first 
ascents, most of the time with his wife 
Gisele, and with A . Coustray. Judge for 
yourself: the Super Z on Bartagne, La 
Fauci/le Couloir (VI) and La Voie de /'Os 
(VI) on Goudes; La Grande Tour de la Lec
que (VI) on Le Sode de la Candelle and the 
famous Bougie Slab. 

The forties were the first golden age of 
the Calanques. 

The Sixties 
How can you miss out 20 years like this? 

Well, simply because that period was domi
nated by 'the couple who climbed the most 
grade sixes of the century': Georges and 
Sonia Livanos. The appearance of a new 
generation didn't change their activities in 
the slightest, dragging behind them the 
GGM (the Marseille Climbers Group). 
"We are the children of the 60's" Joan Baez 
used to sing. 

Well, what can be of note about that 
decade, to my mind the richest on numerous 
levels: musical, social, political and artistic. 
Rock climbing, which can be considered an 
art, followed the worldwide trend. Climbers 
started to travel; among the most famous 
and influential visitors was Gary Hemming, 
who made numerous acquaintances in the 
Marseille climbing scene. 

However, Marseille climbers had not 
waited for the American influence to push 
up free-climbing standards. They did not 
touch the pegs and placed very few ... but 
it was not called 'free-climbini' yet (and 
therefore was not a revolution!) 

The key character of that generation was 
Francois Guillot, a thin, fine, very bold and 
naturally gifted climber. Whereas Tanner 
and Livanos were considered untouchable 
in their day, Guillot was followed closely by 
climbers nearly as gifted: Serge Gousseault 
(who unfortunately died on the Jorasses) 
and Max Andre, Joel Coqueugrist, who 
made some extremely bold solo ascents in 
the Alps, "Petit Louis" who was Guillot's 
opposite number in Toulon, a very pictures
que character, and above all Claude Cassin. 

Few youns climbers today have heard of 
Claude Cassm, (due largely to his very dis
creet and modest attitude) ... which is a 
shame. 

His climbing style epitomised calm. 
Forgetting either his hammer, or his pegs, 
or both, Claude often found himself in situ
ations which for any other climber would 
have been disastrous, but somehow he 
always managed to escape and came back 
in one piece. La Coryphene, on Devenson, 
with Joel Coqueugrist, is more of an alpine 
route than anything else, and was rich in 
particularly thrilling events. It had very few 
repeats, like the Triperie, with its unprotect
able slab ... graded VIb in 1985, and has 
never attracted a lot of people. Claude told 
me that he had climbed the route because 
he couldn't get back down! Apart from Joel, 
his favourite climbing partners were the 
Modica sisters, Annie and Mireille (who 
was to become his wife) and Guispa 
Estarelas. 

A large number of new routes appeared, 
particularly at Envau and Castelvieil, on the 
Sode de la Candelle, at the Devenson crag 
and on Sormiou; the work of the ubiquitous 
Francois Guillot, the Kelle brothers, Jac
ques and Philippes, Claudius Duvillier, 
Jean Pierre Charriere, Michel Bonnon, 
Raymond Bonnard, Pierre Vidaillet, 
Robert Mandin, Guispa Estarelas, Marc 
Chabert, Annie and Mireille Modica, Jac
ques Ratti. 
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The most difficult routes of that time have 
maintained their standard. The reason is 
simple; they all have 'compulsory' grade VI 
moves: La Gamma and La Bidule, put up 
by Guillot and Max , La Triperie, put up by 
Claude Cassin and Philippe Kelle , and the 
Right Pillar of La Momie , by Max and Serge 
Gousseault. At the end of the decade a new 
character appeared. After easily repeating 
the hardest routes Guy Hesan only played 
a limited role because of his early death . 
However , he had a great influence on 
attitudes (particularly in our group of 
friends) . 

At this point, I must stress the fact that 
the best climbers in the Calanques were also 
accomplished alpinists, the time had not yet 
come for specialisation. Messner was the 
best example from this era of how a brilliant 
rock climber became an excellent all-roun
der. 

It was only with Patrick Berhault that we 
saw the apotheosis of the super-climber, at 
ease on all kind of ground, shortly before 
the advent of "specialisation" .. . but more 
of this later. 

Sea Cliff Climbing and Sea-Level Traverses 
The end of the sixties was for me a dream 

period: I swapped my 'ill-at-ease adoles
cent' clothes for shiny clothes: those of a 
climber who realises his capabilities and is 
therefore a happy climber. I was lucky not 
to be alone. We were a group of friends : 
Bernard Bouscasse, Marius Coquillet, 
Michel Charles and above all Michel Tan
ner. 

We were always eager to get to grips with 
the crags. After repeating most of the dif
ficult routes of the Calanques, I needed 
'something else'. 

Thanks to the sea cliffs, I discovered that 
"other thing" that I was impatiently waiting 
for. 

New virgin territory, intense wilderness 
with complicated and bold access and ever 
imposing scenery. The Castevieil Devenson 
area and the Morgiou Cape provide a source 
of sensations that cannot be found any
where else . They have a real atmosphere of 
adventure, just 15 kilometres from Marse
ille . For me, this feeling is. lacking on tech
nical routes, however hard they are. 

The pleasure of doing a hard move is 
something very strong, but it cannot surpass 
the sensation of 'wilderness' when you pen
dule above a bubbling Mediterranean trying 
to catch some hypothetic anchorage or a 
welcome flake. 

The cafe, although very near and very 
friendly, cannot replace the sea-gulls cry 
and the noise of the waves. I was not the 
first one to feel a very strong passion for 
that wild world. 

The first and most active explorers were 
Jacques and Phillipe Kelle and Vincent 
Bourges. With Francois Guillot, they put 
up Les Futurs Croulants, the route to do in 
the Calanques - without forgetting La 
Traversee Sans Retour. The word 'master
piece' is too weak to qualify this kilometre 
of climbing, with a few difficult pitches, airy 
or aquatic abseils and a very clever line . La 
Sans Retour retains the record for unpre
dicted bivouacs and rescues by sea! La 
Grande Croisiere and La Tabarty complete 
the admirable Castelvieil trilogy. The com
plete stringing up of the trave rses from 
Devenson to Castelvieil has only been done 
twice, as far as I am aware. First by Marc 
Chabert and Claudius , then by Claude Cas
sin and a client in 1984. Each time two 
bivouacs were necessary. 

Jacques Kelle is a character different 
from the others on the scene. Behind his 
boy-scout image, he hides a willpower and 
capacities that make him more similar to a 

Terray than to a limestone ballerina . 
Morgiou Cape 

I had a shock when I did the Sans Retour 
with Claude Cassin. Very soon I passed my 
obsession on to Michel Tanner, his 
girlfriend Michele and to Michel (Charles) 
who soon became addicted. During one 
weekend we enjoyed both La Grande 
Croisiere and Tabarly. And after that? The 
only route left was .. . La Triperie. Our 
bivouacs under the 'bent parasol pine' date 
back to that epoch, which Michel and I with 
our wives Marie-Ange and Jacqueline used 
to enjoy as repeated honeymoons. 

But before that, La Triperie. Since 
Claude had done it, nobody had ever 
repeated it. It is easy to understand why -
a vertical 8 metre slab, the last 4 metres 
being compact and with no protection. 
After one hour spent trying one after the 
other, I finally ended up by mantelshelfing 
into the belay niche. This frightening move 
has stopped numerous attempts , which is a 
pity , because what follows is enchanting, 
comparable to the quality of La Tabarly . 
Nothing was planned for the rest of the 
weekend, except for sunbathing and swim
ming. As I was swimming, I realised that 
the rock around the cape was entirely 
untouched. Without taking the time to dry 
myself I grabbed a bit of gear and called to 
Michel. A few hours later La Face au /'Ange 
was done, the easiest and one of the most 
beautiful traverses . I have soloed it scores 
of times and I recommend it because it is 
never dangerous to fall off, though it is a 
good idea to measure the temperature of 
the water beforehand! 

These Easter holidays '73 were for me a 
turning point: the drug of sea climbing acted 
on me and all these fantastic seacliffs obses
sed me. Michel was under the same spell as 
well and we attacked the Cape, producing 
La Marie Jacqueline, La Bora-Bora and La 
8 Mai. These were all harder than Face au 
l'Anse but not necessarily better. 

With Michel's departure to Corsica , I was 
deprived of the ideal partner and without 
him, I have put up La Traverse Ivan , and 
opposite the latter La Traversee de la Com
mune. Jean-Louis , who was my partner on 
La Traversee Ivan , has put up a 'directis
sima' of that one just above the sea level: 
Super Trempe (pun on Super Tramp; 
'trempa' is swim in slang!) . 

Although for me these traverses repre
sent the quintessence of pleasure, the sea 
can be very dangerous. The death of a 
climber thrown against the crag by waves 
on La Bora-Bora serves as a harsh remin
der. 

Today 
So far, all the new routes described were 

climbed in classical style: starting from the 
bottom and without any prior inspection, 
but new routers are now confronted by two 
developments; a lack of traditionally climb
able rock , and the emergence of the practice 
of pre-equipping harder routes prior to 
leading. 

However, three climbers solved the prob
lem of equipping from the top until the end 
of the decade: Christian and Martine 
Guyomar and their friend Christian 
Hautecoeur. The Guyomar grade VI thus 
replaced the Guillot grade VI which was still 
quite good value though! The grades fluc
tuated for a long time . Nobody really knew 
in France what VI meant ( it was not Chris
tian 's fault at all!) and after a masterpiece 
of black humour like Pichenibule (VIV+) 
in Verdon, it was about time the grading 
system was sorted out . .. which meant open
ing it upwards as the Germans, Italians and 
Anglo-Saxons had done. In my opinion, 



Right: The classic Eperon NE, w,hich gives 
400ft of superb VS climbing above the sea, 
with an optional well protected "integral" at 
5b. Photo: Claude Cassin. 

Christian Guyomar was the real instigator 
of the grade VII in France, and although 
we had to wait for Berhault and Edlinger 
to consolidate the grade he was the first to 
break the psychological barriers , at the 
price of training and a boldness previously 
unknown. Anyway, here , as in Verdon , the 
majority of the Guyomar routes are still not 
classics , being far too exposed! 

The number of good climbers increased 
dramatically by the end of the ?O's and 
beginning of the 80's. New routes went up 
compact slabs made of hyper-sound rock. 
Very well protected in general , they repre
sent the epitome of physical and aesthetic 
pleasure. Among the outstanding contem
porary climbers are: Vincent Fire, a model 
of honesty and "fair-play" as much at ease 
on a grade VII as on a big winter solo climb. 
Michel Fouquet-nicknamed Tchauky, the 
uncontested leader of the 'excurs' group , is 
an extremely gifted all-rounder. Vincent 
Giacomo and Robert Balestra cleaned up 
the new routes on La Roy d'Espagne and 
Surgitton, with Pierre Guiraud and Marc 
Guiot. Le Roy d'Espagne is the Potie 
brothers favourite place; Bruno is a real 
'climbing-bum' whereas Fred is a total dilet
tante. 

Last but not least and by far the most 
active climber recently is Gerard Merlin -
nicknamed 'Nat' . Universally known and 
appreciated, Nat is responsible for dozens 
of superb climbs, whether it be at Sugitton 
on Le Sode de la Candelle or at Goudes , or 
more especially at Morgiou. The Paroi 
Noire has become his favourite spot. Nat's 
routes are always very thin, well protected, 
following a clever line .. . 

Climbers such as Yves Martine, Jean
Francois Lignon and Jean-Claude Grand 
have left us superb routes in the most dis
creet way. 

The appearance of the climber is chang
ing: becoming standardised: the scarf 
replaces the helmet , and the hammer is used 
to break a padlock that forces you to walk 
further to the crag. A few krabs and a thick 
rope is all they need . 

However , as soon as you want to do some
thing different from the equipped routes, 
you realise that the good old methods were 
quite sensible after all. 

All technical details are carefully 
described in Alex Lucchesi 's guidebooks, 
his work is perfect. The access to the crags 
is carefully described , the routes are graded 
in an homogeneous way and, in general, 
they have been checked by several climbers. 
Alex , who is a climber himself, is the clim
bers' friend and has become during 20 years 
a real mine of information. 

Any article written in a passionate way is 
bound to be partial, and mine is no excep
tion to the rule. 

All I hope is that this article will give the 
reader not only some love for the Calan
qu~s, but also the desire to respect and to 
defend them 

Note: Alexis Lucchesi has published nine 
volumes of excellent topo guides to the 
Calanques. Published by Edisud and avail
able from local bookshops. 
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TRANSGRESSION 
by Bernard Amy 

The rock towers on the horizon had been 
our landmark from the outset , but we 
ended up lost, on dirt-trails unmarked on 
any map. Perhaps we had crossed the 
frontier - the landscape was now so diffe
rent - but there was no way of telling. Only 
the towers remained unchanged , dark 
against the blue sky , the enormous round
ed summit-block of the highest seeming to 
defy gravity . 

Early in the afternoon, as we were losing 
hope , a sign : "You are on Indian land . For 
the state of the road we apologize - our 
only wealth is not oil but the earth , on 
which we walk barefoot. " A few miles on 
the trail ended, at a village of unalluring 
houses as grey and dusty as their surround
ings. 

We watched. The street was empty . We 
got out of the car into a spiralling dusty 
wind, read the sign above the door : "Cafe -
Tourist Hotel", walked on , tried doors , 
went into a dark house with an earth floor , 
in which poor versions of Indian art sug
gested a souvenir shop. Soundlessly from 
an obscure corner , a man came towards us 
and into the frame of light from the door. 
"Whaddya want?" 

He was in western dress , the prominent 
fine features of a Southern High Sierra 
Indian stiffened and narrowed with suspi
cion. We tried to explain. "Whaddya 
want?" 

We asked for rooms , and with an almost 
imperceptible movement of the head , he 
gestured to the back of the room , his tones 
as dry and hard as the land in which he 
lived. He could put us up . 

But did he want to? I felt not . Had we 
annoyed him by our presence , or because 
of what we were - tourists and white men? 
We talked : "Your rock towers over there -
have they been climbed?" 

He had been on the point of disappear
ing back into the darkness from which he'd 
come, but now stopped dead , turned on us , 
furious : 
"It is forbidden ." 

We understood neither his anger nor the 
ban: 
"Why?" 
"Tribal decision ." 

His flat , hard tone allowed no appeal. 
He watched us to the door. At the moment 
when the towers had seemed accessible , a 
law we had not expected and could not 
understand took them away from us . 

To the east , night was falling behind the 
towers which now looked strangely close 
and immobile above the desert heat , 
almost as though the village had glided 
towards them . Dust clouds turned to a 
brassy yellow in the later afternoon light. 
Realities of village and road faded and an 
unreal world was shimmering into being 
before my eyes. I looked again at the 
towers, felt the grain , structure and forces 
which kept in balance the summit block , 
and knew that despite our obstinacy we 
had little chance even of reaching the foot 
of the rocks. 

Photo: Heinz Zak . 

The Indian waited inside , one hand on 
the door, an irritating presence tugging at 
my train of thought. I sensed that it would 
end by him driving me away , but wished 
momentarily to prolong an illusion that 
everything was still possible. "They are so 
beautiful," I murmured , then turned to
wards him : 
"In any case, you can' t stop me looking at 
them. " 

He seemed surprised , his face softer 
now: 
"No, that is not forbidden , but you must 
look from here ." 
"Have you ever wished to climb them?" 
"You come and know nothing about us. 
Why are you here?" 
"To walk on the earth , to touch that rock ," 
I replied , indicating the desert , the hills , 
and the towers which loomed over his 
village. 

"You know nothing about us ," he repe
ated , as though he had not heard my 
remark, then added , "We used to climb 
these mountains. There was a tradition 
amongst my people , but it has changed and 
your history lives here now. " 

"But once you have the taste for climb
ing, why stop? There is a pleasure in it. .. " 

"I know," he responded curtly, "and my 
people know. Since the disobedience ... " 

He stopped, seemed about to turn away , 
but continued ... 

"If they wanted , the white men who live 
on our land could understand why we have 
banned it. But you , from another country , 
another history .. . Come here this evening 
and I may help you understand . Now go! " 

His voice was hard again. He pushed me 
out and locked the door. 

He was waiting at his door , made a sign 
for me to follow , and set off up the road. I 
stopped him : 
"What 's your name?" 

The night was so quiet I had whispered. 
He turned to me , astonished , then uttered 
loudly: 
"My name is for my people - that of the 
most famous of my ancestors . Kowapi! But 
it will not be necessary . Come. " 

We set off in the direction of the towers , 
walking in silence, our footsteps those of 
men who walk the earth but are about to 
take a step beyond imagination . We turned 
and descended into a deep gorge by a path 
which led from ledge to ledge , with the 
towers behind us now. Finally it became an 
immense cleft, and Kowapi took off across 
the ledge seemingly suspended like a tight
wire in mid-air. Far above us the walls 
converged and hid the sky . 

I lost sight of Kowapi , but shuffled on 
into the void , certain somehow of the way 
he had gone and that he was waiting for me 
somewhere ahead. The fault grew so nar
row , the mountain mass closing about me , 
that I had to turn sideways. I pushed on 
along this traverse to obscurity, feeling my 
way, fearful of the narrowness of the 
fissure, and the unspeakable drop below. 

Suddenly the passage opened out and I 
came into an immense amphitheatre illu
minated by moonlight , which rippled 

around the summit block of the central 
tower - now very close and framed by the 
canyon walls - an unimaginable mass of 
impending ochre rock . Opposite, the arch 
vaulted over an Indian village on terraces 
of rock , at the entrance to which a fire sent 
sparks high into the air. Around it I could 
make out a circle of men , chanting a slow 
litany which the overhangs amplified until 
it filled the amphitheatre . 

I approached. The circle was composed 
of men squatting on the bare earth , knee to 
knee , facing the fire, wrapped in concen
tration, their chant regular , unceasing , 
unforgettable . I recognised Kowapi , went 
and sat down cross-legged in the single 
space at his side. The chant grew louder. I 
was at the focal point of its vast echoes, my 
body resonating with its rhythms , emptying 
my spirit of everything which made me a 
stranger in this place. 

A man rose , moved around the circle , 
taking from a bag and putting in each 
mouth. A mushroom! In a pressing tone 
Kowapi urged me to eat. The chant mod
ulated into a long, slow series of words, its 
force and fascination intact , then gave way 
to a prayer, establishing between them a 
communion ancient as their race . But I was 
a stranger. Desiring to leave, I found 
myself rooted, rock on rock, immobile . 
Nausea. An ebb-tide draining me of weight 
and substance. 

A hand on my arm. Kowapi , still chant
ing , his eyes so intensely on mine that he 
seemed to know what went on inside me. 
Before us, the flames created a dance 
which grew to fill the entire space below 
the high vault of rock - unrecognisable 
seething shapes which brought nausea , 
vertigo, a burning at the back of my eyes. 
Kowapi whispered , "See where the desire 
to empty yourself comes from ." 

I was lucid again. The nausea from 
which I had wished to flee came from 
within; The real route was inwards. I 
understood that rocks, too, wished to flee , 
but into themselves. I shut my eyes to 
emerge into calm and peaceful space , 
where the same warm lights were silently 
playing as those of the flames which had 
failed to destroy me. I was falling now into 
the depths of an irridescent cool sea , with 
nothing to guide me. I had to surface , find 
again the rock and the fire . But which way? 
I took the rock as guide . What does rock 
do when it wishes to stop fleeing? It turns 
to other rocks to make a greater rock 
which involves all and becomes an entire 
world. Let in the world , open myself to it, 
open my eyes. 

I was on the terrace: overhangs, fire , the 
circle of Indians . Kowapi led me by the 
arm. The chant seemed unbreakable , 
stronger now, from further back in the 
history of the land. I felt the heat of the fire 
on my hands and face , the cold of the night 
gripping my shoulders . When I shut my 
eyes , heat and cold disappeared beyond an 
enclosing hard shell, inside which the chant 
sought out the centre - and I followed into 
colour and blinding light . 

About me the men got up and continued 
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✓,Climbing is worth nothing unless it is 
a form of disobedience ... " 

to pray. I noticed that I too was standing. 
A man broke from the circle and came 
towards us, stopped in front of us then 
shouted, "Kowapi, Kowapi." I turned. 
Kowapi was no longer beside me. Waves of 
pa~ic. "Open your eyes," he ordered, and 
as I obeyed I realised that he had spoken in 
his own language and I had understood. 
:r~e Chief called again: "Kowapi, Kowapi, 
1t_ 1s ti~e to go." The song grew stronger, 
his v01ce even stronger above it: "You are 
one of They Who Climb, and it is your turn 
today. Remember your people. You are 
your people. They have need of you. 
Climb, Kowapi! Bring back the Plant of 
Union!" 

Before my open eyes , the towers and 
summit block were no longer there . In
stead, a gigantic, perfect dome of hard 
rock towered into the sky. The singing 
thrust me towards it, the sun incandescent 
on its very summit , hurting my eyes. I left 
the men, traversed, then started to climb 
its great concave slabs , the song climbing 
with me, the dome back-lit with fire, the 
wall awaiting. 

I touched its hard rock, almost cold , 
sensed that it was rough, memories flood
ing back to me, of the past years, child
hood, the ritual journeying of my tribe 
from prairie to snowy mountain , of sacred 
men climbing huge peaks , gathering for the 
festivals - the Elect, whose job it was to 
carry on that which made us the People of 
the Rocks, whose job it was to preserve the 
craft of the rocks and find The Plant. And 
there, intact, I discovered the joy of that 
day when, as a young man , I had chosen to 
be among those who were initiated . I saw 
again the seasons of apprenticeship , the 
acquisition of technique , the passing down 
of knowledge. I remembered the day 
when, in front of the fire under the vault of 
orange rock, my people had designated me 
one of They Who Climb. The Chief had 
risen: "Never forget those who wait for you 
below, and why they wait. Never forget 
that it is your ability on rock which makes 
you a Seeker of the Plant." 

Far below the song continued to fill the 
air of the flat lands . I was no longer 
enveloped by the rock , but on it , my 
actions pushing out from within me to take 
hold of my body and lift it. I climbed! At 
last I climbed , agile, supple , obsessed, so 
sure of these powers which, I suddenly 
realized, made me forget all but climbing. I 
froze. The Chief's loud voice returned in 
my memory: "Only The Plant matters! The 
Plant and Unity." He spoke of the difficul
ty of the quest, the call of rock, forgetful
ness which is like drunkenness and the 
pleasure which touches every part of the 
body. "Rock is only a route . It is the way 
which leads towards The Plant , Unity and 
your people. Those who forget, fall. " 

I could think no longer of the rock , but 
only pursue the intoxication of climbing, 
pursue the Quest, up towards the high 
place where I would find the mushroom for 
my people. I looked up into the sun, then 
down across the soft shade of the wall. In 
spite of myself, in spite of the Chief's 
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voice, in spite of the chant from the Great 
Text which has always existed , climbing 
grew in me again. 

And I could hear voices , but compared 
to the live moments they were nothing but 
empty words , dead and opaque as dusty 
chrysalids , telling of great ceremonies at 
the foot of the rock, of feasts , of customs 
which were themselves empty and dead. I 
saw myself climbing, using holds , rising 
above the ground only to perpetuate the 
repeated words and actions of a life com
posed of continuing, dry, predictable days . 
I would never truly become one of those 
who climb , be~ause the Plant and the 
Unity needed Those Who Climb to main
tain life within these traditional narrow 
limits . 

As I climbed away from the words and 
the chant , the wall and the world below 
and all its dead signs ceased to exist for me. 
I stood on the summit unashamed , my 
people expectant below. Because I had 
forgotten the mushroom, because I had 
made the act of climbing have no other 
usefulness than to exist for itself, climbing 
had led me towards a new unity . I would 
not collect The Plant, but would tell those 
who waited , of the new life behind the 
actions of the old , dead one and of the new 
rules to be obeyed beyond those of the old 
system. 

I opened my eyes from this pure instant 
of time. The fire was reddening , the men 
upright and immobile. Kowapi smiled and 
signalled me to join him. 

We left the terrace , the men unmoving, 
seeming not to notice us. On the plateau 
the night was cold and still in the moon
light. The rock village might never have 
existed. In front of his house he spoke: 
"I will leave you. I hope you have under
stood." 

"You spoke to me of disobedience. That 
of Kowapi on the summit-dome?" 

" If you remember that, " he affirmed , 
"you are on the way to understanding, and 
have the answer to your questions ." 

"I am not certain I have seen all that I 

was supposed to see." 
"The chant guided you towards our 

memory, the movements of climbing you 
imagined revived the history of my ances
tor, Kowapi . I did not follow you , but 
know that the experience goes deep 
enough into yourself for you to under
stand." 

"But the ban . .. ?" 
Kowapi stopped , and rounded on me 

impatiently: 
"What mattered to Kowapi was not 

climbing, and what it does for us , but 
disobedience. Climbing is worth nothing 
unless it is a form of disobedience by 
gesture, just as poetry is disobedience in 
language. At the summit, Kowapi under
stood. Instead of using his technique to 
search for the sacred mushroom, he had 
made it an end in itself. In doing so, he 
gained a perception of the world which 
could never have come through the rigid 
customs of his tribe. 

He came down without the mushroom 
and the people thought he had committed 
the greatest sacrilege of eating it alone. 
The law decreed that he should be banned, 
but also that , upon his return from this 
interior voyage , he be treated as a man 
possessed by the Great Spirit which we call 
Wakan Tanka, which is the essence of 
everything. 

So he told of what he had lived through, 
to make his belief clear and to create new 
customs. His argument was that the 
mushroom remains a means of unifying 
one with another , but that climbing, be
cause it is a way of hearing the earth speak, 
is also a means of unifying us to the world. 

When the white men came and started to 
drive us from our land , we attempted to 
explain what the earth, the grass , trees and 
rock mean to us - sacred objects which tie 
us to the world . But they did not under
stand and drove us from the land. Those 
forced to leave did not forget Kowapi , and 
continued to climb by his precepts. 

One day white men from the great towns 
came to climb our towers , with extraordin
ary equipment. Our tribe 's young people 
started to climb in the same way. I went to 
their towns and climbed with them. The 
spirit of Kowapi was leaving the tribe. 
Climbing was a token now of our submis
sion to the white man . One way of dis
obedience in words is silence. One way of 
~nsuring th~t climbing is not a subjection is 
its suppression . I summoned good climbers 
to come to our towers. They removed all 
traces of passage . Then we banned it , for 
not to climb to us has become the new 
disobedience. Perhaps one day a young 
man will come along to rebel against the 
observation of this rule and show us 
something new. But," and Kowapi looked 
at me with defiance, "he will not be of your 
race. " 

He left me, and I could understand . But 
at the moment he had stopped talking his 
eyes strayed towards the towers , and in his 
fugitive glance was a profound regret , as 
that of one who, separated from the 
mountains , feels for the action of climbing! 



I PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

With Knobs On! 

There are other Everests in the 
lives of men, said Lord Hunt, or 
words to that effect. What he 
meant I guess is that everyone 
has his own height of ambition. 
Chris Bonington's 'Everest' it 
turned out was Everest itself. So, 
too, was that of Dick Bass. 

When Bonington finally 
reached the top on his fourth 
Everest expedition, he was, by 12 
days, the oldest man to have 
done so. But it was a record he 
held only briefly. Nine days later 
Dick Bass (fourth attempt for him 
too) became, at 55, the oldest by 
4-years-and-a-bit. And it wasn't 
just a case of "Sucks-boo! Older 
than you!" If he'd had a mind to, 
he could quite legitimately have 
added: "With knobs on!" For by 
clocking up Everest, he had also 
become the first person to reach 
the highest points of all seven 
continents. 

Bass is a millionaire, which 
does make it somewhat easier to 
realise ambitions. Even so, his 
tenacity in trying to climb Everest 
was remarkable by any yardstick. 

His first attempt was in the 
spring of 1982 when with , 
fellow-millionaire Frank Wells he 
joined Lou Whittaker's 
unsuccessful North Face 
Expedition attempting the 
Norton Couloir. The following 
year he and Wells tried again, 
this time by the South Col route ; 
their 'Seven Summits Odyssey 
Expedition' was supposed to be 
the culmination of their shared 
quest for the continents' highest 
points. Instead, though other 
members of the expedition did 
make itto the top, Bass and Wells 
were forced back by extreme 
high winds. Wells, at this stage, 
appears to have retired 
gracefully and gone back to his 
day-job as a motion-picture 
executive, but Bass hung on in 
there. Large sums of money 
were donated to the ill-fated 
Nepal Police Clean-up 
Expedition in the hopes of 
getting a crack at the top last 
autumn (see INFO, MOUNTAIN 
102), but that expedition -
which had been surrounded by 
controversy from the start -
brought the deaths of Ang Dorjee 
Sherpa and JogindurThapa, and 
elevated Bass no higher than 
Camp 2. 

This spring the opportunity 
came for him to tag onto Arne 
Naess's Norwegian expedition, 
and his persistence, finally, paid 
off. (Bonington, also on Naess's 
team, was an old buddie - he 
and Bass had been to Mt. Vinson 
together in 1983). On April 30, 
after the expedition had 
successfully put seven of its 
eight members on the summit as 
Well as seven sherpas, Bass at 
last got his chance . He went to 
the top with David Breashears 
(whose second Everest ascent 

this was; he'd previously 
climbed it on the 'Odyssey' 
Expedition) and a Sherpa. 

Surviving Nicely, Thanks 

Survivalism is a serious 
business, claims a current 
advertisement. It may well be. 
Certainly it's big business. There 
are all manner of ingenious 
devices and advice manuals on 
the market to help you improve 
your chances in a crisis. And I am 
told that if you live somewhere 
like the Lake District, you cannot 
go for an early-morning run 
without tripping over bodies 
wrapped in polythene behind 
every dry-stone wall: 
enthusiasts testing their 
overnight survival skills. 

Someone who spotted the 
Survival Revival earlier than 
most, and who has built up a very 
successful one-man industry 
from it, is climber-writer Tony 
Greenbank. It was back in 1967 
that he produced his first Book of 
Survival for a London publisher, 
chockful of hints for overcoming 
any elemental or urban 
catastrophe: avalanches, 
plague, nuclear spills, trench 
foot, hamburgers ... It was, atthe 
time it came out I remember, my 
young son's favourite reading; 
he would go nowhere without it, 
not even to stay w ith his 
grandparents. It was also a hit 
around the world. A young 
American publishing executive 
was so impressed he wrote a 
10,000 dollar advance for the 
USA right. "I hope you know 
what you're doing" his boss 
remarked when asked to 
countersign the cheque. "You've 
got at least one too many 
noughts on this ". Obviously the 
young man had an eye for a hot 
property when he saw one, for 
the book sold more than 200,000 
copies in America alone, and was 
quickly followed by Survival in 
the City and Survival for Young 
People. Throughout the 
seventies Green bank was in 
great demand for interviews and 
practical demonstrations. Paul 
Raymond commissioned an 
article on How to Survive in the 
Sexual Jungle. It seemed 
Greenbank's survivalism knew 
no bounds. 

No he's al l set to go round 
again . The Survival Handbook, a 
revised version of his earlier 
works, has just been brought out 
by Bell & Hyman (£5.95) and is 
again exciting widespread 
interest; at the Frankfurt Book 
Fair it sold to every country that 
saw it, againstfiercecompetition 
from a host of similar books, 
written mostly by ex-SAS types 
who had learnt their survival 
skills the hard way. Tony 
Greenbank's background is not 
military. He was, it's true, an 
Outward Bound instructor 
before taking the correspon-

Dick Bass. Photo: Chris Bonington. 

dence writing course that 
changed his life, but his OB 
experiences were only partly 
responsible for the formulation 
of his basic survival principles ; 
living in New York - which he 
did for a time and still goes back 
to whenever he can (the ideal life, 
he says, is one divided between 
a Lakeland village and 
Manhattan) - added a 'street 
survival' dimension. 

" But isn 't it all just 
common-sense?" I asked. " Not 
at all. Common-sense is OK for 
planning, but instinct is often the 
last thing you should trust in a 
crisis. Suppose you were about 
to be run over by a car, your 
instinct would be to try and jump 
clear. You'd very likely get 
yourself ki lled. What you should 
do is what I had to do once when 
I was almost run down by a 
yellow-cab in New York as I was 
idly admiring the Empire State 
Building . Instinct told me to run, 
but remembering my own advice 
-even though it was years since 
I'd written it-I vaulted onto the 
bonnet of the cab, managed to 

grab hold of the windscreen 
wipers and cling there till the 
vehicle stopped." He went on, 
"Actually, we went quite a long 
way before the cab-driver finally 
pulled up. He was very angry for 
some reason. Even charged me 
for the ride" . 

ls this the only time he has had 
to put his own theories into 
practice? Well , he did go over a 
weir once in his canoe. After 
fighting unsuccessfully to keep 
his head above the water, he 
recalledthatthe rightthing to do 
was to dive down tot he river bed, 
where, away from the 
turbulence, calmer currents 
could carry him on past the 
danger. Another time (in New 
York again) he hired a bike and 
went into Central Park to go 
bouldering. Halfway up the cliff 
he looked down and saw a huge 
tough-looking guy attacking his 
padlock chain with bolt-cutters. 
His instinct was to drop down on 
top of him, but then he thought 
"You don't know how desperate 
a customer he is. Don't infuriate 
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Survivor Tony Greenbank. Photo: Bell and Hyman. 

him." So instead, he merely 
shouted and waved his arms, at 
which the man took no notice 
and made off with the bike. 
Greenbank lost his deposit. 

He is a master of anecdote, and 
it is the liberal addition of odd 
quirky facts that makes the 
advice in his book not only 
readable, but memorable too. 
Like, you don't need to call the 
fi~e-brigade when your kid gets 
his head stuck in some railings. 
It's not cutting free he needs, but 
turning upside down. That way 
he can be slipped back easily the 
way he came. "What's especially 
nice" Green bank says, "is when 
someone writes to you and says 
how your advice has saved the 
day. There was a bush pilot who 
said he owed his life to my book, 
and a woman whose child was 
choking to death on a Big Mac
she'd read what to do and was 
able to save him .. . " 

All indications are that his new 
book will allow Tony Greenbank 
himself to survive comfortably 
for a while longer, to get on with 
his climbing novel and spend 
plenty of time climbing . During 
the recent cold weather, when 
the waterfalls around his Lake 
District cottage were all soundly 
frozen, he was out every day 
ice-climbing, continuing at night 
by the light of petrol lamps. 
Thirty waterfalls he climbed -
there might never be another 
winter of similar opportunity. 
And making the most of 
opportunities is the first rule for 
survival. 

Women in High Places 
Following in the tradition of 
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Marcel Kurz, Gunter 0 . 
Dyhrenfurth and Anders 
Bolinder, surely one of today's 
most diligent chroniclers of High 
Altitude Facts must be 
Worcester-based Basque 
mountaineer Xavier Eguskitza. A 
regular contributor to the 
excellent magazine Pyrenaica, 
he has for several years been 
collecting and collating reports 
of all Himalayan activity, 
producing comprehensive 
records from which various 
analyses can be drawn. Most 
recently he has extracted those 
statistics relating to women 
mountaineers on mountains 
over 7,000 metres, but is 
regretful that information about 
female activity on the four Soviet 
7000ers is hard to come by, and 
that some peaks have now been 
climbed so often, complete 
records are practically 
impossible to keep. 

The progressive altitude 
records for women, from Fanny 
Bullock Workman through to 
Junko Tabei, make interesting 
reading, as does the list of 43 
women to have climbed above 
7925 metres (26,000 ft). Of these, 
7 are Tibetan, 6 Japanese, 6 
American, 5 each Polish and 
French, and 4 Indian. British and 
West Germans only account for 
two women each, and the Dutch, 
Swiss, Czechoslovak, Belgian, S 
Koreans and Australians just 
one. Looking at the first female 
ascents of mountains over 7000 
metres produces a list of 48, and 
the number of women who have 
died on High Asian mountains 
now stands as high as 40. 

LETTERS 

American Aid 
from Mark Smith 
Dear Sir, 
The article "Rationalisation of 
Big Aid Route Grades" in 
Mountain 100 disturbs me 
because of the liberty taken to 
redefine a long standing rating 
system and because of pro bi ems 
with the proposed definitions. 

In the 1960's climbers in 
California began using a four 
grade rating for aid routes. In the 
mid 70's a fifth grade was added 
to extend the range of difficulty. 
Although even more serious 
routes have been done in 
Yosemite Valley since then, 
those doing these routes 
declined to add another grade to 
the system, as is done in free 
climbing. In Yosemite circa 1982, 
talk began of a "new" aid rating 
system which redefines grades 
as described in the article in 
question. Under the "new" 
system only five full grades exist, 
but the existing grades are 
crunched down in order to make 
room for new levels of difficulty. 

To the best of my knowledge, 
only in Yosemite Valley do 
routes exist which are harder 
than the "old" standard of A5 
(the hardest grade). Bearing this 
in mind, I criticize the plans to 
export this new system. I do not 
think it is reasonable for a 
handful of climbers doing a 
handful ofroutes in one valley to 
tell tens ofthousands of climbers 
in hundreds of climbing areas to 
adopt a new system. 

As far as the new definitions go 
I am a little confused . Routes are 
graded according to the potential 
length of fall and the hazards of 
impact. Why is the difference 
between A3 and A3+ a 100% 
increase in fall distance (30' 
versus 60'). yet the difference 
between A3 + and A4 is 33% (60' 
versus 80'). and the difference 
between A4+ and A5- is only 
25% (120' versus 150')? Give us a 
break! Is there that much more 
horror in a 150' fall than in a 120' 
fall , or is it that the difference 
between 30' and 60' is 
insignificantto real aid climbers, 
which is what we all should be 
anyway, right? 

A1 has a "fall potential" of 0 
feet. A 2 has a potential of 20 feet. 
I assume that these are the 
bottom of a range of values. 
Thus, a fall potential of fifteen 
feet is A 1. This means that two 
consecutive "body weight only" 
placements past a ledge is A 1. 
Should we conclude, then, that 
the difference between tank 
holding placements and a fifteen 
foot ledge-out possibility is too 
insignificant to bother rating? I 
am concerned that a novice aid 
climber could not use such a 
system to be reasonably sure of 
not getting in over his head. 

Finally, the grades of A5- and 
A5 + puzzle me. A5, we are told , 
means a 200 foot fall potential 

and " fatal landing, looseness" . 
Does this mean that a pitch of 
hooking up an overhanging wall 
isn't A5 because the 300+ foot 
fall would not be fatal (at least not 
physically)? Also, I conversed 
with a climber who has done 
Zenyatta Mendatta which was 
specifically mentioned as being 
A5- (ie. 150-199 foot fall and 
"very serious to fatal landing " ). 
He said that for anyone 
competent enough to do the 
route 80 feet was the maximum 
fall potential and that, since the 
entire route is !edgeless and 
overhanging, there is no danger 
of hitting a feature in the event of 
a fall. 

I feel that either the current 
definition of A5 should be 
expanded to cover all hard 
climbs.just as "Grade VI " covers 
all multiday climbs, or, 
preferably, two more grades 
should be added to the current 
system (perhaps A5 + and A6). 
But there is no reason to crunch 
a system which works well and 
has been well accepted by the 
climbing communityforthe sake 
of what at this time amounts to 
about ten routes. If the Yosemite 
aid climbers choose such a 
course anyway, the climbing 
community would do well to 
refuse the exportation of this 
"new" system to other climbing 
areas. 

Sincerely, 
Mark A. Smith 
San Bernardino 
California 

Making the Grade 
from John Sparks 
Dear Sir, 
Thank you for publishing Peter 
Bea l's letter ('A Different Sport?') 
in Mountain 102. Perhaps only an 
'outsider', with no ego-stake in 
the development of British 
climbing, could observe it so 
clearly. Be that as it may, he has 
expressed the feelings of many 
British climbers. 

There is nothing in Bea l's letter 
with which I want to take issue. I 
simply want to underline one of 
his points concerning 'a serious 
malfunction, if not several, in the 
current use of grades.' When 
Crew and Wilson first applied 
technical grades to mountain 
crags (Cloggyguide, 2nd edition, 
1967). they were quite explicit: 
'The numerical grade can be said 
to be a measure of the technical 
difficulty of each pitch (as if it 
were a boulder problem).' This is 
how most people have 
understood techni cal grades 
ever since. The difference 
between adjectival grade and 
technical grade roughly equates 
to the difference between 
leading and seconding/top-rop
ing. Pete Livesey, in 'Climber and 
Rambler', October 1980, gives an 
outline of the relationship 



between technical grades and 'E' 
grades which at least serves as a 
starting-point to enable the 
system to be applied properly. 
With a modicum of intelligence 
and flexibity, and acceptance 
that the system is open-ended, 
we have an elegant scheme 
which conveys as much 
information as seems 
reasonable to expect. 

Now, however, the system has 
been hi-jacked; a new dogma is 
threatening to take over. This is 
based around the idea that a 
technical grade should reflect 
only the difficulty of the hardest 
single move. To me and to many 
others this is ludicrous. Moves 
do not generally occur in 
isolation. Surely this approach is 
only really applicable where 
climbs are being pieced together 
- whether by top-rope practice 
('French style'?) or by leading 
with repeated falls ('British' 
style?). Accepting, for the sake of 
argument, that there will be 
imperfections of style where 
people are pushing back the 
frontiers of difficulty (though it is 
highly debatable whether 
hang-dogging, etc, is really free 
climbing), a grade should stm
express the difficulty of a 
'proper' ascent. Of course it will 
be difficult to give such a grade 
to routes which have not had 
'proper' ascents, but the fault 
here does not lie in the grading 
system. 

The cult of 'The Move' is all 
very well in its place (on the 
climbing wall?) but not at the 
expense of all the other factors 
which contribute to the 
experience of climbing. If we are 
to have a grading system at all, 
then it should as far as possible 

encompass a 11 these factors, and 
for years we have had just such 
a system. It is not perfect, of 
course, but it is hard to see how 
it could be improved without 
becoming unduly cumbersome. 

Clearly, what is going on atthe 
so-called 'top' of our sport is 
something new: 'A Different 
Sport' indeed. However, the 
divorce has not been finalised 
yet, and we still need a grading 
system which can be applied and 
understood at all levels and for 
all kinds of routes. The 
time-honoured system can 
accommodate the super-safe, 
super-desperate routes. The 
trendy new alternative falls 
down miserably when it is asked 
to cope with anything else. 

Can we have our grading 
system back, please? 
Yours 
Jon Sparks 
Lancaster 

More Writing Please 
from William Day 
Dear Sir, 
Some months ago, I read a letter 
in another climbing periodical 
written by John Long. He was 
commenting on the quality of an 
article which had just appeared 
in the previous issue of that 
magazine. The article in 
question, though interesting and 
very eloquently written, is 
inconsequential here. What I 
wish to mention is the basic idea 
that Mr. Long was trying to get 
across to readers. In praising the 
article, he wondered why articles 
of similar quality were not more 
common. Climbers in general 
have at their disposal perhaps 
the richest and most intense 

subject matter, and when the 
experience is successfully 
captured in words and 
photographs, it is sheer art, as 
beautiful and sublime as our 
climbs and the rocks and 
mountains we play on. 

It has now been about a year 
since Pat Ament's inspiring and 
thought-provoking analysis of 
the sport of rock climbing 
appeared in Mountain 96. It was 
entitled "Reality and The Wall", 
and I remember reading it with 
great interest when it first 
appeared. And now, in perusing 
my collection of climbing 
ma(lazines, brimming with the 
excitement and anticipation that 
comes with the spring season, I 
once again find myself absorbed 
in reading Mr. Ament's 
meditative reflections. Perhaps 
this is just the sort of writing to 
which Mr. Long was referring, 
captivating and insightful, 
translating experience into 
literature. Indeed both Mr. 
Ament and Mr. Long are to be 
commended for the part that 
they play in the area of climbing 
literature; and in this particular 
instance, Mr. Ament for his fine 
article, and Mr. Long for bringing 
to the surface an important issue 
and hopefully encouraging us in 
our writing endeavours. 
Sincerely 
William Day 
Maryland, U.S.A. 

ERRATA 

Apologies to Bob Gaines and 
Jean Vurgalewicz. 

Perhaps the worst sin that a 
magazine editor can commit, is 
to leave out, or incorrectly label 

a photo credit. For no matter how 
many apologies are published 
later, they can't make up for not 
having the credit then and there 
next to the photo. Despite going 
prematurely grey and bald in his 
efforts to get things right, this 
editor managed to let even more 
cock-ups through the net than 
usual in Mountain 102. 

In John Long's article Flint 
Hard and Flawless, the caption 
on page 20 should have read: 
Above: John Long leading the 
final pitch of Lost Arrow Spire 
during the first free ascent. 
Photo: Bob Gaines. Opposite: 
The Lost Arrow Spire and its 
surrounding wall viewed from 
the valley. Photo: Bob Gaines. 
On page 22, Opposite: Bob 
Gaines fol lowing the last pitch of 
the Spire during the FFA. Photo: 
Jean Yurgalewicz. And on page 
25 the shot of the Tyrolean was 
of Bob Gaines by Jean 
Yurgalewicz. 

To end bemused speculation 
as to what the captions for the 
Kendal Film Festival article were 
supposed to read; Centre Left: 
They can't touch you for it! and 
Bottom Right: ... Alastair 
Macdonald who shared the 
compering with John Barry. 

Once again, apologies all 
round. 
Bernard Newman 



BOOKS Shipton Compendium 
Derwent Grit Guide 

Eric Shipton - The Six Mountain 
Travel Books 

Diadem - The Mountaineers. 
(1985) £16.95 

Collections and antholog ies 
excite mixed feelings, and never 
more so than when they 
incorporate whole books which 
are already favourites. They risk 
the loss of the essential character 
of each original work, pages and 
i llustrations ingrained into one's 
consciousness, appropriated. 
Reworkings can kindle 
resentment. 

That is all very well for those in 
possession, but of less use to 
younger climbers, or those 
previously unfamiliar with the 
world of Shipton, Tilman and 
their companions. It is to the 
credit of Diadem and the 
Mountaineers that they have 
launched this, and its companion 
collection of Ti I man's 'Seven 
Mountain Travel Books.' Anyone 
can trek or climb in Nepal, India 
or Pakistan without their 
insights, and in consequence 
find themselves the poorer. 
Together Shipton and Tilman 
represent a high point of the 
romantic-individualist 
exploratory mountaineering and 
its literature at the point where 
the reality of Empire collapsed 
and the illusions of post-Imperial 
Britain were speedily erected. 
Shipton and Tilman lived that 
collapse in flight from the failure 
of the Kenyan tea economy, and 
concentrated instead on life long 
adventure. They disciplined that 
by a life long detestation of 
humbug and pretence which 
both seem to have shared, and in 
Shipton's case a deep aesthetic 
appreciation of mountains 
combined with an endless 
exploratory urge. 

As Jim Perrin states in the 
Introduction to this edition, 
"For the span of their contents 
alone, Shipton's books are 
noteworthy", involving notable 
Himalayan first ascents, 
extensive explorations of the 
Karakoram, experience in China 
and Sinkiang, the intrigues over 
Everest's first ascent, and a 
search for another spiritual 
haven in the storm swept 
territories off the tip of South 
America. Shipton was happy to 
explore until his health failed, hit 
hard times and transcended 
them, was both a renowned 
figure for much of his life and "to 
all intents and purposes a 
professional pauper and a kind of 
international tramp." 

There is thus in the collection 
of his books and their joint issue 
a deep nostalgia, but it is more 
than that. Though they were the 
slender means which helped him 
survive from one expedition to 
the next, they convey a 
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persistent enthusiasm and joie 
de vivrewhich makes their whole 
seem greater than their 
opportunistic parts. As mere 
memorabilia they would be 
remarkable enough, but their 
guts is in the inspiration, the wish 
to emulate which Shipton 
inspired in contemporaries and 
later companions, and which still 
shines from the pages. Surely 
few more recent Himalayan 
explorer climbers have not had 
him as model. Without his 
lightweight expeditions the 
peregrinations of the Col listers, 
Venables and Griffins would 
have been less likely, not 
because of their practical 
geographical results, but 
because ofthe spirit in which his 
ventures were undertaken. One 
cannot easi ly forget the 
enthusiasm with which the 
discovery of an old ski stick 
basket was greeted near 
Snowlake in 1971 - for it must 
have come from either Shipton 's 
1939 expedition or (perhaps) the 
Greenald expedition of 1956. 
Perhaps only those who have 
tried to emulate their travels, 
carrying their own means of 
survival for days on end in the 
glacial wilderness between 
China and Pakistan, will fully 
appreciate the energy, 
persistence, skill and enthusiasm 
which made the Shipton 
explorations such high 
adventure. 

The books' texts seem 
unabridged, modern maps make 
travels so extensive more 
comprehensible and a good 
number of the original 
photographs have been revived 
to good effects, both dramatic 
and humourous. Modern 
photography has been used to 
give a somewhat updated feel, 
though it has been kept in check 
to a sufficient extent to prevent it 
overpowering the textual 
content which is the centre of 
interest. Costs make inevitable 
light paper, small print and the 
lack of an index. Appendices fill 
in much of the detail which one 
assumes Shipton thought of 
insufficient consequence to be 
embodied in his books, and a 
Bibliography allows the most 
interested to go further. Finally 
Jim Perri n's Introduction acts not 
only as a focus for these books, 
but as a trailer for his 
forthcoming biography of 
Shipton. One hopes that will take 
the story further, as has his 
recent work on Menlove 
Edwards. Further clues to the 
motivations and inspiriting drive 
of the enigma Shipton, 
enlivening to activists and 
dreamers alike, can only be 
welcome. 

Paul Nunn 

The ultimate Dynamic Duo; Shipton and Tilman on a consular lawn 
c.1948. An apparently disparate partnership that brought rich 
exploratory p1ckmgs and a wealth of inspirational writing. 
Photo: Diadem archives. 

Derwent Gritstone, Rock Climbs 
in the Peak, 4th Series 
Editor Geoff Milburn 
Published by the BMC Peak 
Guidebook Executive, Price £6.50 

This guidebook does a 
workman-like job in telling you 
where the routes are and how 
hard they are. Some of the 
pictures are inspiring and some 
should have been left out. 
Mediocre pictures dilute the 
effect of the striking ones. The 
guide does not compare 
favourably with the recent 
Yorkshire Limestone guide. This 
is probably because these 
stubby gritstone rough 
diamonds can't compare with 
the grotty grandeur of Gorda le or 
the manky magnificence of 
Mal ham. There is a lack of joie de 
vivre in most of the book : an 
accusation which can't be 
levelled at Yorkshire Limestone. 
Hoey and Sharples manage to 
inject a certain punnish humour 
into their scripts, but most of the 
guide is prosaic. John Allen , that 
unobtrusive genius, has his 
routes honoured with Profit of 
Doom on the front and 

Strapadictomy on the back 
cover. These are good pictures, 
but the colour shot in the main 
text of Beau Geste would have 
been more at home on the front 
cover, as a representative of 
current standards. This exciting 
shot shows that even geniuses 
have to try hard occasionally 
The picture of Downhill Racer 
looks like one ofthose trick shots 
of someone crawling along a 
pavement, pretending to climb ; 
and you can't see the climber's 
face . The picture of Moon Crack 
looks posed and has been seen 
before . There's a picture of some 
four-eyed wally friggin his way 
up some arete on page 228; 
perhaps it's better that we can't 
see his face ... The pictures on 
pages 144 and 61 , and the shot 
of Big Crack are tedious. The shot 
of Moonwalk looks good. Most of 
the history is purely factual, 
inasmuch as any history can be 
factual. There is little or no 
controversy, or interesting 
diversions which make you think 
"Well, I never knew that. " For 
instance, Chris Addy had said 
that Hot Knives would never be 
led. Moffat had to try it seven 



Yorkshire Limestone Guide 

times and then only graded it E4. 
Did you know that Gabriel Regan 
soloed Moon Crack after failing 
to lead it? Did you know that 
Livesey fell off Downhill Racer 
six times before doing it (I could 
manage no better). There is no 
mention of the crafty chipped 
hold twenty feet up Oedipus. 
There are only twelve E6 routes 
in the graded list, showing how 
few climbers climb well on grit, 
compared to limestone. Of 
course, the graded list is a joke, 
with Hot Knives at E4, when it is 
almost as hard as Beau Geste. 
Velvet Silence at E5 is also a jest; 
technically probably the hardest 
route in the book, frightening 
and probably unrepeated. 
However, most routes are wisely 
graded. I like the comment about 
Right Eliminate and also the one 
about Potters Wall. Phil Gibson 's 
diagrams are a credit, being 
understated and accurate. I 
wonder if he ever uses his 
rubber? (His rubber what?) I 
prefer the diagrams to most of 
the photographs. There is an 
interesting aside on page 200 
about Milburn giving his wife 
several direct hits on the head; 
and I always thought of him as a 
gritstone gentleman! There are 
also references to long woolly 
underwear and streams in the 
cellar. I hope we can have more 
ofthis fetishism in future guides, 
preferably with honey and 
melted chocolate .. . There is a 
quaint reference to Jim the Gob's 
lunacy on Sentinel Crack. After 
this episode it is rumoured that 
McHardy poured salt and 
vinegar on his torn hands to stop 
his boasting. More reports of 
talented climbers other than first 
ascensionists would be very 
welcome. There is a refreshing 
lack of human preying mantises 
in the photographs, most of the 
climbers being well endowed 
with muscle, especially Sharples 
(jealousy) . Perhaps we'll be 
afflicted with the stick insects in 
the coming limestone guide. 
They tend to avoid the raw 
windswept grit, they might be 
blown away. There is no mention 
of the rise in standard made 
possible by the new 'sticky' 
boots, especially on aretes, 
although this may be too 
obvious to mention. Most of the 
people who wrote the guide are 
over twenty five, and this 
tendency towards climbing 
middle age is reflected in their 
writing . The guidebook team all 
know each other fairly well and 
have worked together on other 
guides and so perhaps they have 
got stuck in a rut. Perhaps some 
of the younger talents could 
apply themselves to writing, and 
repeating some of the harder 
routes to check the grades. 
Understandably, the married 
men want to stay alive (where are 
the women guidewriters?). 
Interested Ben, Jonny? Andy 

Barker seems to have become a 
clone of Andy Bailey in the list of 
authors. The guide is not too fat 
to go in your pocket, tells you 
where the routes are, and is well 
laid out (as I will be by it's 
authors, when they've read this). 
We can't expect The Grapes of 
Wrath from writers who aren't 
paid a penny. If you aren't a 
perfectionist, the book is 
attractive and points out the 
delights of several obscure 
corners, away from the 
swarming hordes on the popular 
crags. I've read it four times, so 
it must be worth reading. Geoff 
Milburn deserves a free pint for 
his efforts in nagging people to 
write, and for his judicious 
editing, although I think we could 
have a few less of the dainty 
prehistoric quotes at the heads of 
chapters, especially the 
grovelling tone adopted for the 
aristocracy on page 100. Go and 
buy it and get on that lovely grit! 
Paul Mitchell 

Yorkshire Limestone 
Edited by Graham Desroy 
Yorkshire Mountaineering Club. 
£7.45 

Wei I, it's finally here, the guide 
that all right-minded climbers 
have been waiting for. After 
years of undergrading, 
underrating and insular 
attitudes, the truth is out. And not 
beforet:me. Yorkshire limestone 
is the best in the country and, 
apart from having the highest 
concentration of hard routes in 
Britain in the Malham/Gordale 
area, it also offers some of the 
best climbing available in the VS 
and HVS range. There are dozens 
of quality climbs waiting for the 
VS leader at Twistleton or 
Attermire, and all set against the 
magnificent scenery of the 
Yorkshire dales. In theory an area 
with this vast potential d~serves 
to be appreciated by more than 
the chosen few; however I admit 
to a tinge of resenment (I'm 
probably not alone here) that 
perhaps the peace and solitude 
that sets Yorkshire climbing 
apart would be disturbed by 
hordes of Peak-weary climbers, 
encouraged by the new guide. 
Time will tell. 

At first glance I wondered 
whether some members of the 
YMC were trying one last ditch 
effort to keep things quiet, as it is 
almost impossible to read the 
cover with only the letters 
MESTO being visible. It probably 
won't deter too many, but it's a 
nice try, lads. 

I always flick to the 
photographs first. There are 15 
plates and all in colour. The 
majority are adequate with only 
one awful shot of Martin 
Atkinson on Pierrepointwhich is 
blurred. I particularly liked 

Graham Desroy- Yorks 
Limestone Editor. 
Photo: Bernard Newman. 

Adrian Ledgways photograph of 
Face Route and Neil Foster's shot 
of Martin Atkinson busting a gut 
on New Dawn. For my money the 
picture that comes closest to 
capturing the essence of 
Yorkshire climbing is the 
frontispiece of Pete Gomersall 
soloing The Candle atTwistleton 
Scar. That's where the beauty of 
the place lies-soloing on some 
deserted crag surrounded by 
acres of moorland wilderness. 

But what of the meat of the 
matter, the information, grades 
and so on? This guide scores 
straightaway by keeping the 
technical data to a minimum, 
although editor Graham Desroy 
has livened the information up, 
and I would have been happy to 
keep reading for a few pages. In 
fact the tone of the guide is set 
initially by the smallprint under 
the list of the guidebook team 
which reads, "All events 
documented in this guide may be 
purely fictional and bear no 
relation to how they really 
happened". How true! Desroy's 
deadpan expression belies a 
sense of humour and this book is 
full of humorous quips which 
you can find yourself. It lifts this 
book from a mere factual 
progression to an entertaining 
read . 

One small but useful point is 
that the crags are listed in 
alphabetical order rather than 
geographical, as in the Stanage 
guide, which makes it easier to 
find the relevant information 
quickly. 

As always, Phil Gibson's 
excellent line drawings serve 
two purposes, one is that they 
are extremely accurate and 
therefore useful for reference 
and the second is that they 
enhance the overall look of the 
guide. 

Astothefactsand information 
contained within, most seems 

reasonably accurate and I don't 
intend to examine every detail, 
although I did notice a couple of 
points worth mentioning. Some 
ofthe Mal ham VS's are still a bit 
steep for their grades, for 
example, Lightning Crack at 5a 
and Clubfoot at 4c. No way. 
Gomersall's description of his 
own route, Death Wish, is worth 
a mention for dramatic content. 

The guide ends with a graded 
tick list which is bound to be 
controversial although 
arguments at the top end of the 
scale are going to be a bit 
one-sided since a few routes 
have had only one ascent. I'll kick 
off by saying that Main Overhang 
is more than just a bit harder than 
Cave Route (Righthand). 

However, these are really 
minor gripes. The only other 
complaint I have is that Graham 
Desroy is not 100% kosher, being 
from the wrong side of the 
county line, but the pains he's 
gone to to get this guide together 
make him worthy of a lifetime 
pass to Headingley, maybe even 
a chance to bat! 

I hope this guide will open 
visitors', and locals', eyes to 
what is available, and still 
possible, in the vast hinterland 
beyond Bradford. There is more 
to Yorkshire limestone than just 
Malham's Right Wing, so, 
putting selfish thoughts aside, I'll 
say buy this guide and use it. 
Ron Fawcett 

A Chance In A Million. Scottish 
Avalanches 
Bob Barton & Blyth Wright 

The title, A Chance in a Million, 
seems an anomaly when 
approximately 10% of Scottish 
winter accidents are caused by 
avalanches. The format of this 
book is akin to Colin Fraser's 
Avalanches and Snow Safety, 
where hard-to-digest text is 
sandwiched between juicy 
tit-bits of mountain drama. It falls 
short of this work in several 
ways, mainly because the 
subject matter, restricted to 
Scotland, is not so abundant. 

Continuing in this vein, I feel 
the book could have been much 
improved by the inclusion of 
appropriate photographs to 
complement the text; also 
several of the drawings lack life. 
Details of avalanche incidents in 
specific locations are sporadic 
and would have only required 
the author's direct contact with 
MR Teams and climbing clubs to 
enhance this interesting aspect. 

On the plus side, this book is 
excellent value, and it is hoped 
that mountaineers and skiers will 
make use of it. There is generally 
a fatalistic ostrich-like regard to 
avalanches in Scotland, where, 
unfortunately, more than the 
victim's head is usually buried. 
Hamish Macinnes 
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THE 

PHAZORQEO 
Ult/mate's new geodesic 

design-high strength 
crossover pole system. 

AH poles are strong 
aluminium which are 

shock corded for self 
assembly. The fuUy taped Rysheet 

elminates any 
possibility of seam 

i/<age. 
w profile of the 

isignmakesit~y 
. t. 

a 

Good separation between 
Rysheet and inner tent. 
Incredible volume and 

space for weight. 
Nylon coil self
repairing zips. 

AH poles, pegs, guys, 
sliders and Stuff Bags 

included. 
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TRI-CAMS 

THE BEST SELLING NUTS 

THE MOST COMPLETE GENERATION 
OF NUTS AVAILABLE 

HEXENTRICS 

TWO-STOPS 
'<:! 

"' . 

~ 

the top in quality 

Manufacturers and export office: CAMP spa - Via Roma 23 - 22050 PREMANA (CO) Italy - telex CAMP I 340369 

UK DISTRIBUTOR: ALLCORD LTD/ NEWCASTLE USA: ASK FOR FREE CATALOG 

Lowell Thomas, Jr. and Don Lee 
Owners/Operators 

SpeclaUzlng In mountain-glacier flying. Ser,,ing 
cllmbers, skiers, aerial sightseers, wilderness 
campers, scient ists, miners and prospectors, 
fishermen and the general public. 

contact: TALKEETNA AIR TAXI, INC. 
Boll 73, Talkeetna, AK 99676 

Tel: (907) 733-2218 or: 
Lowell Thomas, 7022 Tanaina Or, Anchorage, AK 99502 

MOUITTAIN TRAVEL's climbing expeditions for 1986: South America (Peru/ 
Huascaran. Cordillera Real of Bolivia, Sierra Del Cocuy in Colombia, Aconcagua 
in Argentina, high altitude volcanoes of Chile and Ecuador) , Alaska (McKinley) , 
Nepal (Island Peak, Pacharmo, Pokhalde). China/Tibet (Mt. Shishapangma), 
Switzerland (Matterhorn, Mont Blanc). non-technical climbs in Germany, Austria, 
Italy, plus U.S.S.R. Climbing Camps in the Caucasus, Pamirs, Siberian Altai, 
Western Tian Shan. Learn-to-climb seminars in Peru and Alaska (McKinley) . 
Send for free 1986 Schedule. 
Mountain Travel, 1398 Solano Avenue, Albany CA 94706. (415) 527-8100. 

NUMBER ONE 

Details from: 
I.S.M .. Club Vagabond. 1854 leysin 
Switzerland. Tel. (Swiss code) 25 3413 21 

IN A SERIES OF EXCITING ADVENTURES 
(Survival Courses in the Scottish Border Country) 
Whetheryou come for a good time in the outdoors orto learn survival 
techniques it'll be fun and it'll be an adventure. 
Ring or write for fully detailed package. Reasonable rates. Quote this mag. 
Contact... . 
THE SURVIVOR 
Number One Rushton Avenue Sunderland SR2 7TA. Tel: 0783 657959 
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SPECIAL FREE CLIMBING 
THE FIRST DIFFERENTIAL DIAMETER ROPE 

New rope of 50 metres. 
The 10 metres at each end of the rope have 
a diameter of 10,5 mm. Research has shown that 
most falls occur within the first 10 m section, 
and that this area takes the biggest strains 
in the event of a fall. This means you will have 
max. security in the high stress section of 
the rope . 
The central 30 m have a diameter of 9,5 mm, 
allowing for a reduction in overall weight and 
greater elasticity, compared to a conventional 
11 mm rope. The change of diameters is 
achieved by a new patented process. 

GF 8 THE NEW JAGUAR FROM 

ADVANTAGES : 

1 - A reduction In weight : approx 20 % 
lighter than a conventional 11 mm rope. 

2 - Increased elasticity : giving greater shock 
absorbtion , in the event of a fall. 

3 - Resistance to twisting : due to the new 
construction, there is vertially no twisting. 

4 - Flexlblllty : the runs smoothly through 
your protection . 

5 - Quick Identification : a change of colour 
al the change of diameters allows for 
instant recognition of rope ends . 

rivory A ioanny 
Rue du Pont-Fournas - BP 81 42402 SAINT-CHAMOND - FRANCE 

Tel. {77) 31.72.48 - Telex 900544 

Distributed in the U.K. by : 
FACES - Designs on mountains 
Old English Rood 
Matlock DE 4 3L T 
Tel. 0629 57670 

Distributed in Canada and the U.S.A. by : 
E.P. & Co. - P.O. Box 630 
Ste-Adele - Quebec - JOR l LO 
Tel. (514) 229 2629 - Telex 05 839518 

Technical advisors: Rene DESMAISON - . Patrick GABARROU - Bernard MULLER 
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the success behind 
many of today's 

major expeditions 
In recent years one constant 

factor has emerged from some of 
the toughest mountaineering 

expeditions - the success of the 
Berghaus A.B. rucsac system. 

The A.B. System has been subjected 
from the outset to the rigours of 

expedition use, the hardest test 
ground in the world. As a result the 

consumer benefits directly, as the 
same durable 

components and 

Internal Frame 

manufacturing 
_. care go into the 

final models for general 
distribution. Expeditions can 

highlight areas of strain or wear 
which may take years of normal 

use before becoming apparent, 
therefore allowing the company to 
react quickly ensuring that the final 

product will 
provide the best 

pas-
Adjustment Bar Sible 

perfor
mance. 

A prime example of expedition 
development has been the unique 

OCCIPITAL CAVITY. This recess 
between the top of the shoulder 

nd AndY partcln -
sr1an Hall a Al ROuse-

paul Nunn, ...,2 - pt1oto 
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straps allows for free movement of 
the head in the most difficult 
climbing situations or when 
backpacking 
With a fully 
loaded sac. 
components 
such as the 
Adjustment 
Bars and Internal 
Frame combine strength 
with lightness, while the 
shoulder straps and hip 
belt utilise dual density foams for 

load 
support 
allied With 

superb 
comfort. 

Dual density 
foam Hip Belt 

When your life can depend upon the 
performance and reliability of a 
rucsac it is hardly surprising that 
more expeditions, and top 
mountaineers like Chris Bonington, 
Alan Rouse and Brian Hall, rely 
exclusively on the 
A.B. System. 
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Since 1972 

tact Fa 
fall program 
xpedition to Angelus 

secamp. Then in 
e travel to Nepal for 
angru and a trek to 
eshi Lapcha. 
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l l 

THE NEWEST GRIVEL ICE AXE 
GR 10 ERGONOM ICE AXE 
• Adiustable length from 6-0 to 90 cm (23,6 to 35,4 in.). The adjustment is obtained 

by sfmply rotating the point of the ice axe and pulling it out of the shaft until tha 
desired length is reached. 

• The continuous adze makes a good dead body tor snow anchoring and guaran• 
tees a very good handling of the ice axe when used as walking stick (extended 
position). 

• Nickel-chrome-molybdenum steel head and point. 
• Plastic covered zicral shaft. 
• Weight: 600 gr. (1,6 lbs) 

THE IDEAL TOOL FOR TREKKING AND SKI 
MOUNTAINEERING 

WARNING 
Do not use "as an ice axe while in the extended position. 
It should be used exclusively as a walking stick while extended. 

G 
GRIVEL ... 

UNCOMPROMISED QUALITY SINCE 1818 
LES FORGES - DOLONNE 

11013 COURMAYEUR 
Aosta - Italia 





SERVl\L 
BASED ON PROVEN.,.._..... ____ 

The manufacturmg expenence 1s over 20 years 
long, the quality and performance are exce ll ent, the 
name is SERVAL Spain's pern11er manu facturer of 
quality rucksacs fo r Hiking, Mountaineering or 
Expedition use. Enqu1re at your loc al stockist fo r 
information on the range of SERVAL rucksacs and 
compare prices and quality, you won't be 
disappointed. Write for new illustrated price 11st. 

DALE AGENCY CO. 
Unit 6, Boxer Place, Moss Side Industrial Estate. Leyland, 
Lancashire Telephone (07744) 53918 

Have you seen 

BODY MACHINE 
RON FAWCETT ON VIDEO 

Recorded to broadcast standards VHS orBetamax 40 mins 
Cheques, postal orders to:-

RFVideo, PO Box 17, Alderley Edge, Cheshi re SK9 7XN 
£ 14.95 plus £ 1 p & p (for limited period only) 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS: Doug Geeting is now booking for sm all and large exped itons for 
the 1985 climbing season. For the best in A ir Transportat ion and access to t he A laska 
Range. CALL collect fo r info rmation & specia l rates. Area code (907) 733-2366 or w rite 
Doug Geeting, P.O. Box 42 Talkeetna, Alaska 99676. 

MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS FOR SALE 
I have copies of al most all issues of Mountain available for sa le. 
Copies also swapped and boug ht. Internationa l enquiries welcome. 
Dave Wilson, 3 Harlesden Road, St. Albans, AL 1 4LE, England. 

~----- ----------------------~ 

BEYOND THE ABYSS ALPINE CLIMBING SCHOOL: ' the confidence builder '. 

In Telluride, Canyonlands and Ouray our snow, rock, ice and ski
mountaineering courses. In North America 'our Big Walls and 
Famous Classics'. In the French and Italian Alps our 'Haute Routes' and 
'Winter Alpinism Peaks and courses'. 
For free brochure, contact:-
Antoine Savelli, BOX 952, TELLURIDE, CO 81435.(303)728-3705 

For access to McKinley and the Alaska Range . 
P.O . Box 290 - TALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 (907) 733-2291 

From Above! 
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If you are injured in some remote valley or on some icy wall, your only possible contact with the outside world may be from above. 
Emergency air / ground communications are possible with the TR-720 featherweight (18oz) portable, by transmitting to overflying aircraft. 
The TR-720 has ALL 720 aircraft communication frequencies, including all emergency channels, is rugged enough for the toughest 
Grade VI wall or a casual weekend in the local mountains. 
The TR-720 is the pick of Corporate and professional pilots, balloonists, ultralight enthusiasts and search and rescue teams; who 
realize that the TR-720 whether on the flight line or on a rescue, is heaven sent. 

For more information con~ Communications Specialists 

... !!!I• Department 1231 
426 West Taft Ave., Orange, CA 92667-4296 'ff/ Entire USA (800) 854-0547 or (714) 998-3021 





FROM HERE TO INFINITY. 
The Dolomite Super Sella - a walking boot 
with a high quality full grain leather upper, 
ankle cuff and bellows tongue of top quality 
leather and Vibram Trekking Oro sole. 

The insole is of sandwich construction with the 
outer part inTexon. A steel shank stiffens the 
back and central part of the boots. There is an 
internal layer in flexible nylon which is elastic 
yet tortionally stiff. 

The bottom has a Blake construction sole 
which makes upper and insole one piece. 

insole 
n Ion 
steel 
texoo 
sole 

The removable insole is pre-shaped in foam 
material and cotton lined. The lining is of 
Cambrelle and Eva, materials that due to their 
anti-mould and anti-bacterial qualities 
guarantee an extremely hygienic, warm and 
fast drying boot. 
You 'II have difficulty finding anything better for 
walking: the word of a company which has 
been manufacturing mountain boots since 
1897. 

31044 Montebelluna (Treviso) Italy 
Via Feltrina Centro , 3 
Tel. 0423/20941 -Telex 410443 DOLM I 

AUSTRALIA- F.S. Bentley & Ass. Pty. Ltd . - Clayton 3168 - Victoria• BELGIUM - Erti Sport Sa/Nv - 2600 Berchem •CANADA- E.P. & Co. - Ste-Adele, Quebec• ENGLAND - Mountaineering 
Activities - Manchester M1 5WX • FRANCE - Dolomite France - 69360 St, Symphorien d'Ozon •HOLLAND - Renza B.V. - 1104 Zaandam • HON1G KONG - Mountain Services International Co. Ltd . 
-Wanchai, Hong Kong• KOREA- Seohan Commercial Co. Ltd . - Seoul•NEW ZEALAND - Summer Winter Sports Ltd . - Milford, Auckland 9l NORWAY- Michele Norge - 0154 Oslo 1 •SPAIN -
King Sport S.A. - Madrid 25 • SWITZERLAND - Michel Simon S.A. - 1022 Chavannes • WEST GERMANY - Akd Vertriebsgesellschaft Mbh - t1228 Freilassing 
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THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
7 4 South Audley Street, London, W1 Y 5FF, Great Britain. 

Published once a year. 

ALPINISME & RANDONNEE 
7 Rue de Lille, 75007, Paris. 
Published 1 2 times a year. 

ALPIN 
Ortlerstrasse 8,8000 Munchen 70, Germany. 

Published 1 2 times a year. 

DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, D-8000 Munchen 20, Germany. 

Published 1 2 times a year. 

DESNIVEL 
Apartado de Correos 1 9.083 

Madrid, Spain. 
Published 4 times a year. 

EXTREM 
Rambles, 61 , Barcelona - 2, Spain. 

Published 6 times a year. 

LAMONTAGNE 
9 rue la Boetie, 75008 Paris, France. 

Published 4 times a year. 

MONT AGNES 
1 rue de la Prevachere, 38400 St. Martin D'Heres, France. 

Published '1 1 times a year. 

RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
Via della Rocca, 29 - 10123 Torino, Italy. 

Published 4 times a year. 

TATERNIK 
ul. Foksal 11 p.206,00-372 Warsaw, Poland. 

Published twice a year. 

U.S.A. 

AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St., New York, N.Y. 10128, U.S.A. 

Published once a year. 

CLIMBING 
Box E, Aspen, Col. 81 611, U.S.A. 

Published 6 times a year. 

ASIA 

THE IWA TO YUKI 
Yamakei (Publishers) Co. Ltd., 1-1-33 Shiba .Daimon, 

Minato Ku, Tokyo. (Contains English language summary). 
Published 6 times a year. 

INDIAN MOUNTAINEER 
Official journal of the Indian Mountaineering Foundation 

Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi-110021 (India) 
Published 2 times a year. 

HIMALAYAN JOURNAL 
Published bc)THE HIMALAYAN CLUB, 

Contact xford University Press, 
P.O. Box 31, Oxford House, Appollo Sunder, 

Bombay 400001 . 
Published once a year. 

HIMAVANTA 
63E Mohanirban Road, Calcutta 700 029, India. 

Published 1 2 times a year. 

WILD 
P.O. Box 415, Prahan, Victoria 3181, Australia. 

Published 4 times a year. 

ROCK 
P.O. Box 41 5, Prahran, Victoria 31 81, Australia. 

Published once a year. 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Bushgear Australia P/L 
Shop 6 Caga Centre, 
38 Akuna Street, 2601 . 
Tel. (062) 47-7153 (M) (S) 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross M'ntaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street, 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267.3639 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
21 Falcon Street, Crows Nest 
2065 
Tel. (02) 4393511 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel. (07) 2296609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
99 Mary Street, 
Brisbane 4000, 
Tel. 07.52.8804 or 52.8894 

Queensland : Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty. Ltd., 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. 08.212.7857 

Victoria: Camberwell Junction 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd ., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 82.7229 

Victoria: Heathmont 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
115 Canterbury Rd., 3135. 
Tel. (03) 729.7844 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
Ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 
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Victoria : Melbourne 
Bushgear Australia P/L, 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67.3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67.7966 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
61 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67.2586 

Western Australia: Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33A Adelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
235 High Street, 
Tel. 67.148 

Christchurch 
Oscar a Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square, 
Tel. 795 174. 

Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
101 Stuart Street. 
Tel. 773.679 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue. S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies 
109 Thomas St. 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
675 Yonge Street, 
M4Y 2BZ. 
Tel. 416.964.7909 

GERMANY 
Bochum 1 
Tourenzentrum Berghuser 
Alleestr. 89, 4630 
Tel. 0234.64729 (C) (M) (S) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel. (089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Mountain Services International 

Ltd., 
102, 1/F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd ., 
Wan Chai . 
Tel. 5-733313 

INDIA 
Delhi 
M/S West Coast Mfrs. & Traders 

(Regd.), 
261 Okhla Industrial Estate, 
Phase 111 , 
New Delhi 110020 
Cable 'Snowequip', 
Tel. 635498, 637421 
Retail Showroom -
92 - U.B. Jawahar Nagar, 
Delhi - 110007 
Tel. 223900 

ITALY 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street, (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports, 
84 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mounta in Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop 
92-98, Corporation Street, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.7799 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd ., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street . 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Te l. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M 'nta in Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd ., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.221259-Mail Order 

0227.222230-Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
Pindisports 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS1 4SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd. 
CB43AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action , 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road. 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road. 
Tel. 0222.399178 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 



--

Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
61 Empress Buildings, 
Binley Road. 
Tel. 0203.441241 

Croydon 
Pindisports 
Whitgift Centre, 
CR0 1U4. 
Tel. 01 688 2667 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Climb Ltd., 
1A Albyn Place, 
EH3. 
Tel. 031.225.8369 

Elgin 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd., 
High Street, PH33 6EJ. 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041 .221 .4531 /2 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street (M) 
Tel. 041.332.4814 

Glossop 
Magic Mountain, 
George Street. 
Tel. 045.74.4424 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021 .550.9748 

Inverness 
Clive _Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
13 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centres port 
40 Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leeds/Bradford 
Guiseley Mountain Sports, 
Towngate, 
Guiseley LS20 9JA. 
Tel. 0943.75846 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051.709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W86BD 
Tel. 01 .938.1911 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01 .242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01 .937.0872 (M) (S) 

London 
Y.H.A. Shop 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01.836.8541 /7 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) 
Tel. 061.834.7119 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.323561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1 RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, · 
Oldham OL 1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd., 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51-52 Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 0743.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061 .480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 
Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925 415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S, 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

Tromso 
Tindloftet A/S 
Storgt. 58 
Tel. 083.85103 

Trondheim 
Barske Glaeder 
Tordenskioldsgt. 4, 
Tel. 07.513583 

DENMARK -

Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Borgergade 5, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Aboulevarden 54-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Konl)ensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 
and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 (C) (M) (S) 

Alaska: Juneau 
Foggy Mountain Shop 
171 Shattuck Way, 99801 
Tel. 907.586.6780 (M) (S) 

Arizona: Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd, 
85018. 
Tel. 602.995.3391 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Alhambra 
Sports Hut Inc. 
2822 W. Valley Blvd., 91803. 
Tel. 213.289.3333 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California : Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1 371 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 
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California: Riverside Colorado: Denver 
Riverside Ski and Sport, Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 1136 Speer Blvd., 8020 4 
Tel. 71 4.784.0205 (C) (S) Tel. 303.433.3372 

Colorado: Denver California: Riverside Holubar Mountaineering, Sports Country Ltd., 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. 3659 Riverside Plaza, 95026. 
Tel. 303.758.6366 Tel. 714.825.2976 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernardino Colorado: Estes Park 
Sports Country Ltd., Steve Komito, 

222 North G Street, Suite B, Davis Hill (Box 2106) 80517 
Tel. 303.586.5391 92401 . 

Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 
Colorado: Fort Collins 
Holubar Mountaineering, 

California: San Diego 3500 S. College Ave., 80525 
Adventure 16 Inc., Tel. 303.226.3683. 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. Colorado: Fort Collins 

The Mountain Shop, 
California: San Diego 126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Pack Factory, Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) 
143 So. Cedros, 92075. 
Tel. 714.755.7662 Colorado: Lafayette 

Lowe Alpine Systems, 
California: San Francisco 802 South Public, 80026. 
The North Face, Tel. 303.665.9220 (C) (M) (S) 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. 
Tel. 415.665.6044 Colorado: Lakewood 

California: Santa Ana 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. 

Holubar Mountaineering, Tel. 303.238.7511 
3650 S. Bristol St., 92704. 
Tel. 714.549.8541 Connecticut: West Hartford 

Clapp and Treat, 
California: Sonora 672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Sonora Mountaineering, Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 
3251 Mono Way, 95370 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) Massachusetts: Boston 

Colorado: Boulder 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
1041 Commonwealth Ave., 

The Boulder Mountaineer, Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) Massachusetts: Salem 

Life Sports 
Colorado: Boulder East India Mall, 01970 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 

Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) 

Tel. 303.499.1731 Montana: Bozeman 
Northern Lights Trading Co., 

Colorado: Boulder 1627 W. Main, 59715 
Neptune Mountaineering, 
627 E. South Broadway, 80303 

Tel. 406.586.2225 (C) (M) (S) 

N.H.: North Conway 
Colorado: Colorado Springs International Mountain 
Holubar Mountaineering, Equipment, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. Main Street, 03860 
Tel. 303.634.5279 Tel. 603.356.5287 

SAVE MONEY-MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Largest U.K stockists of specialist top 9ruality materials and accessories. 

PE~11~E a8~fM'o0R"".PJ61l~Ji~~\6~~i~\:iuf;'8~~~~1fuei'.ti1; ~:lr ~aJ~~i'i-t"iRE 
0484 - 683206/682688 

Climbers "Chalk" Block, Pure Magnesium Carbonate 
Send £7 .90 for 8 x 2oz (95 x 95 x 45mm) Blocks 
To. l.W.F. Ltd. Dept. M 78A Forsyth Road, Newcastle/Tyne NE2 3EU. 

Trade enquiries welcome on letterhead. 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS: Support yoa r local bush pilot. Doug Geeting is 
now booking for the 1985 and 86 Mt. McKinley climbs. 
For reservations and information write to:-
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna, 99676, or call 907. 733.2366. 

ROCK-CLIMBING IN FRANCE 
Jean-Pierre Bouvier Diadem Books. 

Locations & Descriptions to 279 of Frances best rock-climbing crags. 
The ideal companion to any holiday. 
From your local climbing shop, or direct from CDRDEE 3a DeMontfort Street, 
Leicester, LEI 7HD Great Britain, price £4.95 (add 50p postage) (in US $6.50) 
or by Post Office Giro No 480 4058. 

56 

New York: New Paltz Washington: Seattle 
Rock and Snow, The North Face, 
44 Main Street, 12561 . 1023 1st Ave., 98104. 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) Tel. 206.622.4111 

New York: New York Wisconsin: Kenosha 
Camp and Trail Outfitters Life Sport, 
21 Park Place, 10007. 4917 Seventh Ave., 53140 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) Tel. 414.654.3351 (C) (M) (S) 

Oregon: Independence Wisconsin: Madison 
Independence Mountaineering Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
215 South Main, 97351 State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Salt Lake City Wisconsin: Milwaukee 
Holubar Mountaineering Adventures Unlimited, 
3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 84117. 5700 W. North Ave., 53208 
Tel. 801 .272.9403 (C) (S) (M) Tel. 414.445.6602 

Utah: Salt Lake City Wisconsin: Waukesha 
Timberline Sports Inc, Lifesport, 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106 840 North Grand Ave., 
Tel. 801.466.2101 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 414.544.9744 

Virginia: Bristol Wyoming: Cody 
Mountain Sports Ltd., Sunlight Sports, 
1010 Commonwealth Ave., 1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
24201 Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 703.466.8988 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Washington: Bellevue Teton Mountaineering, 
Marmot Mountain Works, Main Square, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. (P.O. Box 1533), 83001 . 
Tel. 206.453.1515 Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Everett Wyoming: Lander 
Swallows Nest, Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
2011 Hewitt Ave., 98201 . 220 Main Street, 82520. 
Tel. 206.339.2417 Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Leavenworth Wyoming: Laramie 
Der Sportsman Rocky Mountaineering, 
837 Front St. 211 Second Street, 82070 
Tel. 509.548.5623 Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

Washington: Seattle • Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridan Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105 
Tel. 206.633.4431 

~ BEC JC All handmade. Unconditionally guaran_teed. 
~ '85 catalog free to foreign; 

CRAMPON STRAPS U.S. & Canada, send 20¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, California 931 20, USA. 

GORE-TEX 
FABRIC 

Co_rdura, polar fabric . PU and neoprene nylon. Tent. breeches and sleeping 
bag fabrics. Hollofil, Thinsulate. down. Zips. fastex buckles. eyelet,. poles. 
velcro and more. Patterns for all outdoor clothing and equipment. Climbing 
gear. Discounts up to 15%. 

(5TYPES) 
For prices/samples, stamp please. 
TorlMl, 3 Frver St., Runcorn, WA7 lND. Ennland. 

Mountain 2-100 MINT CONDITION IN BINDERS. 
Also Crags, Rocksport & Mountain Life. 
Offers to:- RA Whitaker, 127 Burgnmuir Road, Perth, Scotland. 

Telephone: (0738) 31763. 

HAVE YOU GOT ONE? 
From Britain's No.1 Mail Order Company comes the best 
equipment catalogue you can buy. 112 colourful pages packed 
with top quality products, interesting information and sound 
advice. Get the best and forget the rest by sending £1.5010: 
FIELD & TREK DEPT. MC, 3 WATES WAY, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. 
Tel (O277)2212591233122/219418/'Z1O913 (24 HRS) 





ULTRA FLEECE 

THERMOFLEECE 

FIBRE PILE 

MORE WIND CE 
UltraFlee ery high 

resistance to tration -
twice as muc fleeces and 
our times a · re ile! 

II the qualities you want in a truly general 
purpose range of clothing. LIGHTWEIGHT. Ultra

Fleece is around half the weight and thickness of other 
fleeces - it takes up next to no room in your luggage. 

INTERESTING COLOURS AND STYLES. Single colours, 
two tone shoulder/body combinations, contrasting broad 

hoops ... you can wear UltraFleece with ease and confidence. 
KEEPS ITS APPEARANCE. UltraFleece showed virtually 

no change in appearance after continuous pill testing and stood 
up to protracted wear tests very well. WIDE RANGE. With Ultra -
Fleece you always have the perfect answer for a variety of 
sporting or social occasions. Ask your dealer to show you the 
UltraFleece range - shirts, jackets, pullovers, sweaters and 

trousers. 
111ennaReeu The original thick fleece and ideal for many 
cold weather activities. Good looking too, so yo~ 
can use it as casual wear all the year round. 

Mountain Equipment Ltd. Leech St., Stalybridge, 
SK15 1 SD. England. Telephone 061 338 8793. Mountain Equipment 
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